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Monday,  May  24,  1813. 
Conformably  to  the  act  passed  the  27ih  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  entitled  'Ad  act  to  alter  the  time  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress,"  the  Senate  assem- 
bled in  their  Chamber  at  the  Capitol. 

PRESENT. 

Nicholas  Gilman,  from  New  Hampshire. 

Joseph  B.  Varnum,  from  Massachusetts. 

Samuel  W.  Dana,  from  Connecticut.  ^ 

William  Hunter,  and  Jeremiah  B.  Howell, 
from  Rhode  Island. 

Jonathan  Robinson,  from  Vermont. 

John  Lambert,  from  New  Jersey. 

Michael  Leib.  from  Pennsylrania. 

OuTERBHiDGE  HoRSEY.  from  Delaware. 

James  Turner,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Taylor,  from  South  Carolina. 

Joseph  Anderson. and  George  W.  Campbell, 
from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  Worthington,  from  Ohio. 

James  Brown,  from  Louisiana. 

Jesse  Bledsoe,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  coraraenciug  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last ;  William  B.  Bullock,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
in   place    of   William    H.    Crawford,    resigned; 
Dudley  Chace.  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Vermont,  for  the  term  of 
six    years,    commencing    on    the    fourth    day  of 
March  last;  Charles   Cutts,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  ExecutiTe  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp-  \ 
.shire,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  tiie  representation  in  i 
the  Senate  from  that   State,  during  the  present  ! 
recess  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  ;  David  i 
Dagoett,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  [ 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  place  of  Chauncey 
Goodrich,   resigned  ;    Jeremiah    Morrow,   ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  ' 
of  Ohio,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  onH 
the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  David  Stone,  ap-  ' 
pointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  | 
of  North  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com-  - 
mencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last;  and  I 
Charles  Tait,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le-  I 
gislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  term  of 
six  years,   commencing   on    the   fourth    day  of  I 


March  last,  respectively,  produced  their  creden- 
tials ;  which  were  read  ;  and  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law  was  administered  to  them,  and  they  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  John  Gailp 
LARD,  and  Abner  Lacock,  their  credentials  bar- 
ing been  read  and  filed  during  the  last  session. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

The  ViCE  President  exhibited  a  certificate  of 
his  having  taken  the  oath  of  ofl&ce  prescribed  by 
law;  which  .was   read;   and    he  addressed    the 
Senate  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  : 

Ourfellow-citizeni,  in  the  free  eierrise  of  their  Con- 
stitutional authority,  having  been  pleased  to  honor  the 
person  addressing  you,  with  this  distinguished  station, 
have  inferred  from  him  an  indispensable  obligation  to 
meet  their  just  expectations.  To  attain  this  desirable 
object,  and  to  preside  over  this  honorable  body  in  con- 
formity to  their  magnanimity  and  dignity,  which  at  all 
times  have  been  conspicuous,  will  be  his  primary  pur- 
suit. Whilst  the  Constitution  has  invested  him  with 
Legislative  and  Executive  powers,  in  cases  only  that 
are  casual,  to  the  decisions  of  these,  it  has  attached  a 
great  respmnsibility  ;  in  anticipating  which,  and  his 
other  duties,  he  has  the  pleasing  prospect  of  reposing 
on  your  liberality  and  candor.  But  if,  in  this  high  and 
influential  branch  of  the  Government,  such  unanimity 
should  j)revail,  as  to  decide  for  themselves  every  ques- 
tion of  policy,  the  example  will  still  increasa  their 
lustre,  and  add  to  his  happiness. 

It  18  a  subject  of  ccrdial  congratulation,  that  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people,  in  so  great  a  degree,  rest  on  that 
wisdom  and  fortitude  which  mark  the  characters  of  the 
exalted  personage  who  fills  the  Supreme  Executive,  of 
the  dignitifd  members  who  constitute  the  National  Le- 
gislature, and  of  the  eminent  officers  who  direct  the 
Ministerial  departments — public  virtues,  emulated  by 
few  Governments,  need  no  encomiums.  Fidelity  and 
integrity,  unsubdued  by  the  severest  ordeals,  and  pre- 
saging to  public  calamities  a  favorable  issue,  will  be  ever 
held  in  high  estimation  ;  whilst  a  Government,  scru- 
pulously faithful  to  its  trust,  and  measures  which  merit 
the  highest  applause,  have  a  just  claim  to  the  public 
support. 

The  present  epoch  is  momentous,  and  leads  to 
observations  which  would  not  occur  on  ordinarj 
occasiona, 

Our  country  is  again  involved  in  a  sanguinary  con- 
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flict,  the  issue  of  which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  enemy, 

is  to  determine  whether  the  republican  system,  aJopted 

by  the  people,  is  imbecile  and  transient,  or  whether  it 

has  force  and  duration  worthy  of  the  enterprise.     That 

it  can  never  fail  whilst  they  are  true  to  their  interest, 

i«  beyond  doubt.     And  is  it  not  equally  so,  that  they 

will  never  desert  the  Government  of  their  choice,  or 

atUc^  themselves  to  a  foreign  domination,  from  which, 

under   the  benign   smiles  of  Divine  Providence,  they 

have   lately,  by   their  own  valor,  emancipated  them'- 

•*lve»  ?     Can  they  need  arguments  to  convince  them, 

that,  in  proportion  to  the  purity  of  Republican  Govern- 

mrnts,  have  ever  been  the  reproaches  and  efforts  for 

overthrowing  them,  by  imperious  Sovereigns  who  once 

Hiled  them  ? 

•'  To  divide  and  to  conquer"  have  long  been  the  ob- 
i«>;rts  of  the  enemy.     He  has  presumed  on  his  own  arU, 
•fid  on  impotency  in  our  system  of  Government ;  but,  | 
in  bojh   instances,  he   will    be  convinced  of  his  error.  ' 
;The  people  and  constituted  authorities  of  the  several 
•States  those  great  pillars  of  our  confederate  system, 
numerous    as  they  are,  and  inevitably  discordant  in 
sone  of  their  interests,  have  evinced,  in  various  ways, 
a  frni  determination  to  support  it.     The  interior  fron- 
tier  States,  where  the  territorial  war  commenced  and 
cqntiuues,  assailed   by   innumerable  difficulties,  have 
•Lrmounted  them  ;  and,  by  their  unanimitv  and'Spar- 
tan  v^or,   are   esUblishing   for   themselves  immortal 
honor.     Through   the  extensive  wilds  of  our  mihtary 
operations,  some  of  these,  as  in   all   wars,  have  been 
succe^Fful,  and  others  unfortunate.     But,  to  whatever 
causei  the  latter  may  be  traced,  they  never  can  be  im- 
puted to  those  heroic  officers  or  privates  of  the  army  or 
of  th«-.militia,  who  have  bravely  combatt«d  the  enemy  ; 
and  oi  whom,  some  have  been  crowned  with  laurels, 
other,  have  submitted  to  irresistible  misfortunes,  and 
many  have  nobly  fallen,  enshrined  with  glory.     The 
Atlantic  States  have  repelled,  with  magnanimity,  mari- 
tKne    invasions  ;  and   have  also  given  proofs  of  their 
patriotic  ardor,  by  conquests  on  the  ocean.     Their  en- 
terprises and  victories  have  been  sources  of  national 
triumph  and  renown.     Are  not  our  officers  and  man- 
ners, ijti   naval   combats,  unrivalled  by  fame  ?     Have 
Uiey  not  presented  infallible  sureties    for  signalizing 
themselves  on  great  occasions  ?     How  vain  then  is  the 
hope  (if  divisions  or  conquest  ?     Does  the  enemy  ex- 
Djct,  liy  burning  defenceless  towns  and  villages,  topro- 
^/^)te  h^is  views  ?  Such  conduct  may  entaU  on  the  nation 
Kliich|sanctionsit  eternal  infamy,  but  can  never  subdue 
the  elevated  souls  of  our  brave  fellow-citizens,  or  even 
depress  the  sublime   minds  of  our  innocent  fair,  the 
ornamunts  of  our  country,  who,  amidst  the  unmerited 
dtstresfees  mflicted  on  them  and  their  tender  oflipring 
by  a  merciless  foe,  wUl  soar  above  svmpathy,and  claim 
tlieju.'i  tribute  of  universal  admiration  and  applause. 

Whilst  the  Executive,  in  the  full  exercise  of  its  au- 
thority, is  left  to  test  the  sincerity  of  pacific  overtures, 
It  IS  ft*iappy  circumstance  that  the  United  States,  at 
all  times  desirous  of  an  honorable  peace,  and  superin- 
tended by  an  officer  whose  capacious  mind  embraces, 
and  whose  patriotic  fortitude  will  pursue,  every  inter- 
nist of  his  countr)-,  thus  meet  with  ardor  an  indispen- 
Wbli.  war.  Is  riot  their  power  a  pledge  that  they  can, 
%nd  ihpir  sacred  Honor  that  they  wUl,  with  intrepidity, 
inaintain  the  conffict  ?  They  demand  justice  ;  and  can 
U.ey  rrhnquish  U  without  a  surrender  of  their  .ove- 
rcignty  ? 

Great  Britain  is  in  collision  with  her  best  customers 
and  oi^ce  her  commercial   fricnd.s,   who  had   viewed 


peace  as  a  mutual  blessing ;  and  who,  by  their  mod- 
eration, had  preserved  it,  until  necessity  has  pointed 
to   a  different  line  of  conduct     They  had  annually 
sent   to   her    their  productions  and  specie  to  a   vast 
I  amount ;  had  thus  employed  her  mechanics,  purchased 
I  her  manufactures,  extended  her  commerce,  and  become 
I  a  great  source  of  her  national   wealth.     Hence,  her 
I  zealous  and  persevering  opposition  to  their  commercial 
restraints,  representing,  in  high  strains,  their  great  in- 
I  jury  to  Uiis  country  ;  but  preserving  ailence  on  a  most 
important  point,  their  destructive  effects  on  her  own 
manufactures  and  commerce. 

The  United  States  are  now  her  enemy ;  and  is  it 
not  easy  to  foresee,  that,  if  the  war  should  continue, 
the  C  anadas  will  be  rendered  independent  of  her  ;  and 
as  friends  or  allies  to  the  United  States,  will  no  longer 
be  instrumenul  in  exciting  an  unrelenting  and  savage 
warfare  against  our  extensive  and  defenceless  borders  ' 
To  such  inhuman  acts,  in  former  times,  were  the  Cans- 
dians  urged  by  France  in  her  Albion   wars  ;  and  by 
our  colonial    aid  Great   BriUin   obtained  jurisdiction 
over  thein.     She  in  turn  has  abused  this  power,  and 
has  justified  the  United  States  in  their  efforts  to  divest 
I  f*"  ,    '\-.,.,^"'^  '»  "o*  ^^^"  energy  adequate  to  the  ob- 
,  ject  1      V\  ill  not  this  be  evident  by  a  view  of  their  ef- 
I  fective  National  and  Slate  GovcrnmenU  ?  of  the  un- 
j  conquered  minds  and  formidable  numbers  of  their  citi- 
i  lens  ?  of  their  marUal  spirit  ■>.   of  their  innate  attach- 
I  ment  to  their  nghu  and  liberties  ?  and  of  their  inflex- 
I  ible  determination    to    preserve    them  ?     But,  if  anv 
j  one   still  doubu.  will  he  not  recollect,   that,  at   the 
commencement  of  our  Revolutionary  war,  which  ter- 
[  ininated  against  her,  the  united  colonies  had  not  a 
I  third  of  their  present  population  ;  nor  arras  or  military 
I  stores  for  a  single  campaign  ;  nor  an  efficient  arrange- 
jmentfor  warfare;  nor  specie  in  their  treasuries;  nor 
I  funds  for  emitting  a  paper   currency  ;  nor  a  national 
Government;    nor    (excepting  two    instances)    State 
j  Governmenu  ?  nor  the   knowledge  either  of  miliurv 
I  or   of  naval    tactics  '     Will   he    not    also   remember 
,  that  Great  Britain  was  then  in  the  zenith  of  her  power ; 
that   neighboring  nations   trembled  at  her  nod  ;  that 
I  tl^  colonies  were  under  her  control ;  that  her  Crown 
I  officers  opposed  every  mean  for  resisUng  her  ;  excited 
I  amongst  the  colonial  Governments  (over  which  they 
I  presided)  unfounded  jealousies  of  each  other,  and  em- 
'  barrasscd  every  measure  for  their  union  ;  that  she  was 
j  loaded  with  less  than  a  fifth  of  her  present   national 
j  debt ;  that  she  was  then  at  peace  with  all  the  world  ; 
and-  that  she   is   now   at   war   with  a  greater   part  of 
;  fcurope,  as  well  as  with  the  United  States  ?     If  Great 
I  Britain^herself  reflects  on  these  things,  will  she  not  re- 
:  Imquish  her  vain  att-ypu  to  awe  the  citizens  of  the 
I  United  Sutes,  by  extt^gerated  statements  of  her  mili- 
tary and   naval  power,  or   by  delusive   views  of  their 
unprepared  state  for  a  war,  of  the  great  expense  of  a, 
and  of  the  difficulties  they  are  to  encounter  in  defence 
of  all  that  IS  valuable  to  man  '     If.  in  lieu  of  fruitless 
artihces,  she  will  make  rational  and  equitable  arrange- 
mentii,  which  the   Government  of  the  United  States 
have  been  alway.s  ready  to  meet,  can  there  be  a  doubt 
that  the  two  nations  will  be  speedily  restored  to  their 
wonted  friendship  and  commerce  ? 

Your  fellow-citizen,  with  sensations  which  can  more 
easily  be  conceived  than  expressed,  perceives  that  there 
are  m  the  Government  many  of  his  former  friends  and 
compatriots,  with  whom  he  has  often  co-operated  in 
the  penlous  concerns  of  his  country ;  and.  with  un- 
feigned pleasure,  he  will  meet  the  other  public  ftjnc- 
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tionaries,  whose  acknowledged  abilities  and  public  ser- 
vices in  like  manner  claim  his  high  consideration  and 
respect.  With  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  cTery 
Department  and  officer  of  Government,  ami  with  a  re- 
spectful deference  to  their  political  principles  and 
opinions,  he  has  frankly  declared  his  own  ;  for,  to  have 
concealed  them  at  a  crisis  like  this,  might  have  savored 
too  much  of  a  deficiency  of  candor. 

And  may  that  Omnipotent  Being,  who,  with  infi- 
nite wisdom  and  justice,  superintends  the  destinies  of 
nations, confirm  the  heroic  patriotism  which  has  glowed 
in  the  breasts  of  the  national  rulers,  and  convince  the 
enemy  that,  whilst  a  disposition  to  peace,  on  equitable 
and  honorable  terms,  will  ever  prevail  in  their  public 
councils,  one  spirit,  animated  by  the  love  of  country, 
will  inspire  every  Department  of  tha  National  Govern- 
ment.      ^  E.  GERRY. 

Wasbikotoit,  May  24,  1813. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  notify  the  House  of  Representa- 
liyes  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

A  committee  was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  ihe  part  of  the  House  of  Represeata- 
tives,  towaiton  the  President  of  theUnited  States, 
and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is 
assembled  and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tions he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  thern. 

Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed agreeably  to  the  42d  rule  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate;  and  Messrs  Leib,  Gilman, 
and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Sir.  Howell,  a  committee  was 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  )i2<l  rule  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate  ;  and  Messrs.  Howell, 
Robinson,  and  Morrow,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  usual  reso- 
lution was  agreed  to  for  supplying  the  Senators 
with  newspapers. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
James  Lloyd,  notifying  the  resignation  of  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib, 

Resolved,  That  Mounijoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate,  be.  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
services  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Doorkeeper 
of  the  Senate  ;  which  expense  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund. 
I   Mr.  Anderhon  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Resolved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  denomi- 
nations, be  appointed  to  Congress  during  the  present 
session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  have  elected 
Henry  Clay,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Representatives 
for  the  Stale  of  Kentucky,  their  Speaker,  and  are 
ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They  conc«r  in 
<he  resolutioa  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 


of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communications  that  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them  ;  and  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part. 


Tctesday,  May  25. 

Mr.  Anderson  reported,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day lor  the  appointment  of  Chaplains,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

»The  President  communicated  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying 
the  confirmatioB  of  titles  to  certain  lands  sold  by 
the  trustees  of  the  ^niversity  in  said  Territory; 
and  the  memorial  was  read. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESS.AGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
Fellow-citizem  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  Home  of  Repretentaiives  : 

At  an  early  day  after  the  close  of  th«  last  session  of 
Congress,  an  ofler  wag  formally  communicated  from 
His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  of  his 
mediation,  as  the  common  friend  of  4he  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  facihtating  a 
peace  between  them.  The  high  character  of  the  Em- 
peror Alexander  being  a  satisfactory  pledge  for  the 
sincerity  and  impartiahty  of  his  offer,  it  was  immedi- 
ately accepted ;  and,  as  further  proof  of  the  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  meet  their  adver- 
sary in  honorable  experiments  for  terminating  the  war, 
it  was  determined  to  avoid  intermediate  delays,  inci- 
dent to  the  distance  of  the  parlies,  by  a  definitive  pro- 
vision for  the  contemplated  negotiation.  Three  of  our 
eminent  citizens  were  accordingly  commissioned,  with 
the  requisite  powers  to  conclude  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
with  persons  clothed  with  like  powers  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain.  They  are  authorized  also  to  enter  into 
such  conventional  regulations  of  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries,  as  may  be  mutually  advantageous. 
The  two  Envoys  who  were  in  the  United  States  at 
the  time  of  their  appointment,  have  proceeded  to  join 
their  colleague  already  at  St.  Petersburg. 

The  Envoys  have  received  another  commission,  au- 
thorizing them  to  conclude  with  Russia  a  Treaty  of 
Commerce,  with  a  view  to  strengthen  the  amicable 
relations  and  improve  the  beneficial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

The  issue  of  this  friendly  interposition  of  the  Rus- 
sian Emperor,  and  this  pacific  manifestation  on  the 
part  of  the  Unit^  States,  time  only  can  decide.  That 
the  sentiments  of  Great  Britain  towards  that  Sovereign 
will  have  produced  an  acceptance  of  his  offered  raedi- 
tion  must  be  presumed.  That  no  adequate  motives 
exist  to  prefer  a  continuance  of  war  with  the  United 
States,  to  the  terms  on  which  they  are  willing  to  close 
it,  18  certain.  The  British  Cabinet  also  must  be  sensi- 
ble that,  with  respect  to  the  important  question  of  im- 
pressment, on  which  the  war  so  essentially  turns,  a 
search  for,  or  seuure  of,   British  persons  or  property 
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on  board  neutral  vessels  on  the  high  seas  ii  not  a  bel- 
ligerent right  derived  from  the  law  of  nations;  and  it 
is  obvious  that  no  visit  or  search,  or  use  of  force  for 
^y  purpose,  on  board  the  vessels  of  one  independent 
Pow^r,  on  the  high  seas,  can,   in  war  or  peace,  be 
■anctioned  by  the  laws  or  authority  of  another  Power 
It  is  equally  obvious,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  preserv^ 
mg  to  each  State  its  seafaring  members,  by  excluding 
them  from  the  vessels  of  the   other,  the   mode  hereto- 
fore proposed  by  the  United  States,  and  now  enacted 
by  them  as  an   article  of  municipal  policy,  cannot  for 
a  moment  be  compared  with  the  mode  practised  by 
Great   BriUin  with  a  conviction  of  its  title  to  prefer- 
ence;  inasmuch,  as  the  latter  leaves  the  discrimination  I 
between  the  manners  of  the  two  nations  to  officers  ex- 
potyed   by  unavoidable   bias,  as  well   as  by  a   defect  of ' 
evidence,  to  a  wrong  decision;   under  circumstances 
precluding,  for  the  most  part,  the  enforcement  of  con- 
troHuiK  penalties,  and  where  a  wrong  decision,  besides 
the  irrt-parable  violaUon  of  the  sacred  rights  of  persons 
might  frustrate  the  plans  and  profits  of  entire  voyages ' 
whrreas,   the   mode   assumed    by   the    United   States 
guards,   with    studied    fairness   and    efficacy,    against' 
errors  in  such   cases,   and   avoids  the   effect  of  casual 
errars  on  the  safety  of  navigation,  and  the  success  of 
mercantile  expeditions. 

If  the  reasonableness  of  expectations,  drawn  from 
these  considerations,  could  guaranty  their  fulfilment   a 
just  peace  would  not  be  distant.     But,  it  becomes  the 
wudom  of  the  National   Legislature  to  keep  in  mind 
the  true  policy,  or  rather  the  indispensable  obligation 
ot  adapting  iL«   measures  to  the  supposition,  that  the 
onk  course   to   that  happy  event,   is   m  the  vigorous 
ern  j.loyment  of  the  resources  of  war.     And.  painful  as 
the  reflection  is.  this  duty  is  particularly  enforced  by 
th<^ spirit  and  manner   in  which  the  war  continues  to 
be  ^aged   by  the  enemy,  who,   uninfluenced  by  the  ,' 
unt-»r,e<l  examples  of  humanity  set  them,  are  adding  ! 
to  the   .avage  fury  of  it,  on  one  frontier,  a  system  of  | 
plunder  and  conflagration  on  the  other,  equally  for-  ' 
bidden   by  respect  for  national  character,   and  by  the 
etUblisbed  rules  of  civilized  warfare. 

As  ai,  encouragement  to  persevering  and  invigorated 
«ert.of.s  to  bring  the  contest  to  a  happy  result,  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to  appeal  to  th;  auspi- 
cious progress  of  our  arm.,  both  by  land  and  on  the 

inflt'T"""**'""  °^  '^'  ^""'*"»  achievements  of  our 
r l!^  ■  ■•  r^''  *  '"^"'''  '""""P^  J^"  l^^n  gained  by 
lKw''''Tl'"l^  ^'^  companions  in  the  Hornet 
«lovp  of  war,  which  destroyed  a  British  sloop  of  war, 
with  a  relenty  so  unexampled,  and  with  a  ilaughte; 
Horl.t  ^  ^""^ '°,  '^'*P^«P«rtionate  to  the  loss  in  the 
praul  .nV.i"  ?T  ^"'  '^'  conquerors  the  highest 
fn  nTe'r.!  ^^  '^""  recompense  provided  bv  Congress 
emrast.S  "M"  °"^  P^l''- »hips  ofwaringen- 
tmi  1  T\^  '^^  P""*^'^  """^d  ^^'«e'*.  ha^e  con- 
feree oMhe"^  "'""'^  f"'  ^"""'  ^^-""^  ^-  <^°-- 
merce  of  the  enemy,  and,  bv  their  vigilance  and  ad- 
dress  h.ve  greatly  frustrated  the  eff Js  of  the  hosUle 

SeTn  ""relu":'"^''^'*^"^  °"^  ''^^'  »«   intercep 

,t?h^pVl*™'"^^''°"  °^°'^'  '^'"^a'  force,  a.  authorized 
at  the  la«t  session  of  Congress,  ,s  in  progress      On  the 

ii;e':dV:rbKr'^"^"^'^-'''^^^^ 

known  r?,"  f  '^l  '*"P"'^"'  •«  ^"  "  ^bey  are 
known  to  us,  furnish  matter  of  congratulation,  and 


I  show  that,  under  «  wiae  organization  and  efficient 
direction,  the  Army  is  destined  to  a  glory  not  leas 
brilliant  than  that  which  already  encircle,  the  Navy 
The  atUck  and  capture  of  York  is,  in  that  quarter  \ 
presage  of  future  and  greater  victories;  while,  on  the 
we.tera  frontier,  the  issue  of  the  late  siege  of  Fort 
Meig.  leave,  us  nothing  to  regret  but  a  .ingle  act  of 
inconsiderate  valor. 

The  provisions  last  made  for  filling  the  rank,  and 
enlargmg  the  staff  of  the  Army,  have  had  the 'bet 
eflects.  It  will  be  for  the  consideration  of  CongreM, 
whether  other  provisions,  depending  on  their  authonty 
may  not  still  further  improve  the  MihUry  E.Ubh.h^ 
mcnt  and  the  mean,  of  defence. 

The  .udden  death  of  the  distinguished  citizen  who 

represented  the  United  States  in  France,  without  any 

special   arrangements  by  him  for  such  a  contingency 

has  leA   us  without   the  expected  wquel  to   hi.  last 

communications:    nor    has    the    French    Government 

taken  any  measure,  for  bringing  the  depending  nego- 

tut.ons  to  a  conclu.ion.  through  its  representative  in 

the  Lnited  States.     This  failure  add.  to  delay,  before 

ao  unrf  asonably  spun  out.     A  succes«,r  to  our  deceased 

Minister  has  been  appoii^ted.  and  is  ready  to  proceed 

on  hi.   mi.8.on:  the  cour.e  which   he  will   pursue  in 

fulfilhng  It,    18  that   prescribed    by  a    steady  regard  to 

the  true  interest,  of  the  United  State,,  which  equally 

avoids  an  abandonment  of  their  just  demands,  and  • 

connexion  of  their  fortune,  with  the  sy.tems  of  other 

rowers. 

The  receipt,  in  the  Treasury,  from  the  I.t  of  Octo- 
ber  to  the  31st  day  of  March  last,  including  the  sum.  re- 
ceived on  account  of  Treasury  notes,  and  of  the  loans 
authorized  by  the  acts  of  the  last  and  preceding  se.- 
sions  of  Congres.,  have  amounted  to  fifteen  million, 
four  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  dollars.  The  ex 
penditures  during  the  same  period  amounted  to  fifteen 

and  left  in  the   I  reasury  on  the  I.t  of  April,  the  sum 

dollar..     The   loan  of  sixteen  million,  of  dollar.,  au- 
thor.zed    by  the    act  of  the   8th    of  February  last    hL 

of  dollars  had  been  paid,  into  the  Treasury,  prior  to 
the  Ut  of  .\pril.  and  formed  a  part  of  the  receipU  ai 
above  .tated.  The  remainder  of  that  loan.  amoTnUn^ 
to  near  fifteen  mUlion.  of  dollar.,  wuh^he  num  of  fivj 
million,  of  dollar,  authorized  to  be/isuk  in  Treajurr 
notes,  and  the  estimated  rcceipu  from  the  custom,  and 
he  .ales  of  public  and^  amounting  to  nine  million, 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  making  in  the 
whole  twenty-nine  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
doUar.  to  be  received  during  the  last  nine  month,  of 
the  present  year,  will  be  necewary  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditure.  already  authorized,  and  the  engagement 
contracted  in  relation  to  the  public  debt.  Theae  en- 
gagements  amount  during  that  period  to  ten  million. 

S,m  o  r":i  '^"T"'^-  '^°"""'  "^"•^»'  -'^h  near  one 
million  for  the  civil,  miscellaneous,  and  diplomatic  ex- 
pen.es,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  and  seventeen  mil- 
hon.  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  mUitary 
and  naval  expenditures,  including  the  ship,  of  war 
building  and  to  be  bu.lt.  will  leave  a  sum  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  present  year  equal  to  that 
on  the  first  of  April  last.  A  part  of'thu  sum  may  i 
considered  a.  a  resource  for  defraying  any  extraordi- 
nary  expenses  already  authorized  by  law.  beyond  the 
sums  above  estimated;  and  a  furtheP  resource  for  any 
emergency  may  be  found  in  the  sum  of  one  million  of 
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dollars,  the  loan  of  which  to  the  United  State,  has 
been  authorized  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
which  has  not  yet  been  brought  into  effect. 

This  view  of  our  finances,  whilst  it  shows  that  due 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  expenses  of  the  cur- 
rent year,  shows,  at  the  same  time,  by  the  limited 
amount  of  the  actual  revenue,  and  the  dependence  on 
loans,  the  necessity  of  providing  more  adequately  for  the 
future  supplies  of  the  Treasury.  This  can  be  best  done 
by  a  well  digested  system  of  internal  revenue,  in  aid 
of  existing  sources;  which  will  have  the  effect,  both  of 
abridging  the  amount  of  necessary  loans,  and  on  that 
account,  as  well  as  by  placing  the  public  credit  on  a 
more  satisfactory  ba^is,  of  improving  the  terms  on 
which  loans  may  be  obtained.  The  loan  of  sixteen 
millions  was  not  contracted  for  at  a  less  interest  than 
about  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and,  although  other 
causes  may  have  had  an  agency,  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
that,  with  the  advantage  of  a  more  extended  and  less 
precarious  revenue,  a  lower  rate  of  interest  might  have 
sufficed.  A  longer  postponement  of  this  advantage  could 
not  fail  to  have  a  still  greater  influence  on  future  loans. 

In  recommending  to  the  National  Uegislature  this 
resort  to  additional  taxes,  I  feci  great  satisfaction  in 
the  assurance,  that  our  constituents,  who  have  already 
displayed  so  much  zeal  and  firmness  in  the  cause  of 
their  country,  will  cheerfully  give  any  other  proof  of 
their  patriotism  which  it  calls  for.  Happily,  no  people, 
with  local  and  transitory  exceptions,  never  to  be  wholly 
avoided,  are  more  able  than  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  spare  for  the  public  wants  a  portion  of  their 
private  means,  whether  regard  be  had  to  tlie  ordinary 
profit,  of  industry,  or  the  ordinary  price  of  subsisjf^nce 
in  our  country,  compared  with  those  in  any  other. 
And  in  no  case  could  stronger  reasons  be  felt  for  yield- 
ing the  requisite  contributions.  By  rendering  the  pub- 
lic resource,  certain,  and  commensurate  to  the  public 
exigencies,  the  constituted  authorities  will  be  able  to 
prosecute  the  war  the  more  rapidly  to  its  proper  iwue  ; 
every  hostile  hope,  founded  on  a  calculated  failure  of 
our  reMurces,  will  be  cut  off;  and  by  adding  to  the 
evidence  of  bravery  and  skill,  in  combats  on  the  ocean 
and  the  land,  an  alacrity  in  supplying  the  treasure  ne- 
cessary to  give  them  their  fullest  effect,  and  demon- 
strating to  the  world  the  public  energy  which  our  po- 
litical institutions  combine,  with  the  personal  liberty 
distinguishing  them,  the  best  security  will  be  provided 
against  future  enterprises  on  the  righu  or  the  peace  of  j 
the  nation. 

The  contest  in  which  the  United  States  arc  engaged, 
appeal,  for  lU  support  to  every  motive  that  can  ani- 
mate an  uncorrupled  and  enlightened  people  ;  to  the 
love  of  country  ;  to  the  pride  of  liberty ;  to  an  emula- 
tion of  the  glorious  founders  of  their  independence, 
by  a  successful  vindication  of  lU  violated  attnbute. ; 
to  the  gratitude  and  sympathy  which  demand  security 
from  the  most  degrading  wrongs  of  a  class  of  citizens, 
who  have  proved  themselve*:  so  worthy  the  protection 
of  their  country,  by  their  heroic  zeal  in  its  defence  ; 
and.  finally,  to  the  sacred  obligation  of  transmitting 
entire,  to  future  generations,  that  precious  patrimony  of 
national  rights  and  independence  which  is  held  in  trust 
by  the  present,  from  the  goodness  of  Divine  Providence. 

Being  aware  of  the  inconveniences  to  which  a  pro- 
tracted wssion.  at  this  season,  would  be  liable.  I  limit 
the  present  communication  to  object,  of  primary  im- 
portance. In  special  messages  which  may  ensue,  re- 
gard will  be  had  to  the  same  consideration. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WABHinexoK,  May  25,  1813. 


The  message  was  read,  and  fire  hundred  copies 
ordered  lo  be  pointed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  May  26. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the*  Department  of  War,  compre- 
hending statements  of  all  the  treaties  held  with 
the  Incjian  tribes,  respectively,  since  th^  4th  of 
March,  1789,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  lands, 
the  amount  of  purchases  and  annuities,  with  the 
amount  in  goods  and  money  expended  in  carry- 
ing such  treaties  into  effect,  made  conformably 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  30ih  Decem- 
ber, 1812;  and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  LtiB, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members 
be  appointed,  who,  with  the  three  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  said  House,  shall  have  the  direction  of  the 
money  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  books  and 
maps,  for  the  use  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Leib.  Stone,  and  Tait, 
be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Campbell  submitted  the  following  nao- 
lioDs  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Prc*- 
ident  of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our  relation, 
with  foreign  Power.,  and  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  o'  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  »o  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  Naval  E.- 
tabhshment  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a  Miect 
committee,  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 


Thursday,  May  27. 

Obadiah  German,  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  Samuel  Smith,  from  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, severally  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Robert  Henry  Goldsborough,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Ma- 
ryland, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  25th  instant,  for 
the  appointment  of  Chaplains,  and  have  appoint- 
ed the  Reverend  Jesse  Lee  Chaplain  uu  their 
part. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Chaplain  on  their  part;  and, 
on  the  ballots  being  counted,  it  appeared  that  the 
Reverend  John  Breckenkidge  had  a  majority, 
and  was  elected. 

The  first  motion  made  yesterday  for  a  com- 
mittee, was  resumed  ;  anti  on  taotion,  was  amend- 
ed and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Ketolved.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Siatet^  as  concerns  our 
relations  with  foreign  Powers,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consist  of  seven  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Campbell,  Taylor 
Chase,  Smith,  Varndm,  Brown,  aod  Dana,  be 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  the  Naval  Establish- 
men-t,  and  agreed  thereto;  and  Messri.  Smith 
Gaillard,  Oilman,  Howell,  and  Cutts;  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  A.nherson, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 
Military  Establishment  thereof,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consist  of  fire  members  with 
Ipave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  ' 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Anderson.  Varnum 
Smith,  Leib,  and  Hdnter,  be  the  committee.     ' 

-      ;  Friday,  May  28. 

Richard  Brent,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
a^d  John  Condict,  from  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
s(cv.  severally  took  their  seats  Tn  the  Senate 

Christopher  Gore,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  hxecutive  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
CAUsetts  in  place  of  James  Lloyd,  resigned  ;  and 
Klfds  Kino,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  for  the  terra  of 
^  yfcars,  commencing  with  tbe  fourth  day  of 
ivrarcn  last  severally  produced  their  credentials 
were  qualified,  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the 
oenace. 

•The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State,  made 
of!^;./  '°  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
2'kh  February  la<t,  requesting  him  to  give  infor- 
matioa  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs  who  have 
not  rnade  regular  returns  of  registered  seamen: 
and  tl^e  report  was  read. 
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Alexandria,  praying  an  extension  of  their  charter 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
with  a  copy  of  the  reports  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  of  20th  February  1812 
for  the  revision  of  claims  to  land  in  the  d'istnci 
ol  Kaskaskia;  which  were  read. 

Tuesday,  June  1. 
Mr.  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leavp  to  brine 
in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  -An  act  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  miliiia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  re- 
pel invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
for  those  purposes;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Smith  Worth- 
iNCTON,  Varnum,  Taylor,  and  Da.na.  were  ap- 
pointed  the  committee, 

Mr.  German,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Phcpnix  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Lanu  Office 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  register  of  the 
land  office  at  Kaskaskia,  and  of  three  statement, 
made  by  him,  of  claims  to  land  in  thai  district ; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Brent  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring- in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

'^ 


Monday,  May  31. 
Mr.  German  presented  the  petition  of  Alexan- 
der P^iinix,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  an  insol- 
vet,t  debtor,  imprisoned  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
8t,tes,  praying  to  be  discharged;  and  the  petition 
wa«  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise; 

nof  ^l?T'  ^'"•''*''>  ^^'''^'  ^"'^  Kino,  were  ap! 
pointed  the  committee. 

.    Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 

Jk^t"^"?  ''J^''^  ^''y  °^  ^^^  York,  natives  of 
he  Ur^ied  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citi- 
zeiis,  fVjr  reasons  staled  in  their  memorial,  the 
omissi,>n  of  certain  forms  of  application,  required 
by  law<,  notwithstanding;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  aid  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider a^d  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Lacock.  King,  and  Varnum,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  ^ 

shm.M^rT"  f^^^^^o^''^*'.  that  to-morrow  he 
shou  d  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the 
militia  ^aws  of  the  United  States. 

P  :ii^**'^°?.^''  presented  the  petiti«in  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  FaJmers' Bank  of 


Wednesday.  June  2. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Phcenix 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  m 
Committee  ol  the  Whole;  and.  no  amendment 
having  been  offered,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Sim  Lee,  and  others,  citizens  of  Georgetown  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  proprietors  of  the  prop- 
erty contained  in  '•  Deak.ns,  Lee,  and  Casanave's 
addition  to  Georgetown,"  stating  that  considera- 
ble inconvenience  and  obstruction  result  to  them 
m  their  improvements,  from  the  present  plan  or 
plat  thereof  ;  and  praying  relief;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  consider  anCd  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise;  and  Messrs.  Hunter,  Brent,  and  Dana 
were  appointed  the  committee.  ' 

Mr  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Minific,  praying  interest  may  be  allowed  him  on 
the  balance  of  an  account  awarded  in  his  favor 
by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  acreeablv 
to  the  act  of  the  l.,t  of  .May,  1812;  nnd  The  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Brent,  Leib,  and  Dana,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 
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Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  supplementa- 
ry to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Thursday,  June  3. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts  heretofore 
passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization, was  read  the  second  time,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  signed 
"  William  Jones,  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry," prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the 
Treasury  Department;"  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Tait  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  for  the  sixth 
circuit  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
now  in  force  for  those  purposes/'  reported  it 
amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Phcrnix 
was  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed. 


Friday,  June  4. 

The  credentials  of  Christopher  Gore,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  in  place  of  James 
Lloyd,  resigned,  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject 
of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization;  and,  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Sloo,  of  Cincinnati,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  late  a 
commissioner  for  examining  and  inquiring  into 
the  validity  of  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Kaska>kia.  praying  additional  compensation  for 
services  rendered,  as  therein  stated;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Mcrhow,  Worthing- 
TON,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  of  the  31st  of  May, 
with  a  copy  of  the  reports  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  of  20th  February,  1812, 
for  the  revision  of  certain  claims  lo  land  in  the 
district  of  Kaskaskia ;  and,  also,  the  letter  of  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Kaskaskia,  com- 
municated the  1st  instant,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conxmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act.  entitled  "An  act  lo  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes." 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  oy  the 
select  committee ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments  reported,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Phoenix  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Brent  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin? 
in  a  bill  lo  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  fisjding  the  circuit 
courts  for  the  sixth  circuit  of  the^United  States; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  and 
others  reported  a  bill  concerning  certain  streets 
in  Georgetown  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bre.vt  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Washington, 
praying  that  the  stockholders  may  be  permitted 
to  increase  their  capital  by  an  additional  subscrip- 
tion, for  reasons  therein  stated;  and  the  petition 
was  read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Brent,  Dana,  and  Taylor,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  persons  in  certain  fisheries. 


Monday.  June  7. 

William  B.  Giles,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
who  arrived  the  5th  instant,  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

The  President  communicated  the  credentials 
of  William  H.  Wells,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Delaware,  in  place 
of  James  A.  Bayard,  resigned  ;  which  were  read. 

The  Ppksident  communicated  the  resolves  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
convened  at  Philadelphia,  recommending  the  first 
Thursday  of  August  next,  as  a  day  of  humilia- 
tion, fasting,  and  prayer;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  S.MITH  presejited  the  memorials  of  Stephen 
Girard.  and  others,  praying  the  liberation  of  cer- 
tain vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  England,  which  have  been  seized  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  non-iraportation  law.  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorials;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ; 
and  Messrs.  S.mith.  Taylor,  and  Gore,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  ^ 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition  of  Joshua 
Barney,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  owners, 
officers,  and  crews,  of  sundry  private  armed  ves- 
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sols  9f  war.  stating,  that,  although  they  have  beeti 
veryisuccessful  in  capturing  and  destroying  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  they  have  received 
but  kitle  benefit  from  their  enterprises,  in  conse- 
quei^ce  of  the  double  duty  imposed  on  such  cap- 
ture.- and  the  claim  of  the  United  States  set  up 
to  certain  prizes  made  by  them  of  enemy's  pro- 
perty, sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  • 
and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was  read' 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
rrporl  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
LjiLEp,  tJuLLOCK,  and  King,  were  appointed  the 
comtiiittee. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts  heretofore 
passeil  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  nat- 
urali?,ation,  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed.,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed.  • 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Farmers'  Bank 
0/  Alt' xand  ria.  praying  an  extension  of  their  char- 
ter.  w:as  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consid- 
er a  n|  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messr^  Brent,  Stone,  and  Chace,  were  ap- 
pointed  the  committee. 
:Mr.J  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

IphJf  I'tV^^'  ■'o!'"'"'^'  ''^f'^"^^  «  bill  for  the 
relief  ^of  Thomas  Sloo  ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
{J»ssetJ  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  a.ked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  government  of  persons  ,n  certain 
hshertes  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  readme. 

ThK  bill  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the   United    States  was  read   the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and    report   thereon;    and   Me.ssrs.   Brent 
HoHS^.Y.  and  Gaillard,  were  appointed  the  com- 

The  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  cir- 
cuit courts  for  the  sixth  circuit  of  the  United 
states  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  concerning  certain  streets  in  Geor^re- 
towr:  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered'as 
in  Comrnittee  of  the  Whole  ;  and,  no^mendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
eDgrosr.ed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PitESlDENT  OF  THE  UniTED  StaTES  : 

lo  the  i>mate  and  House  of 

T  1     ^^'■"^«^a'"'"  of  the  United  Staie»: 

acts  of  ?.nT  F''"^''"*  '°P'^  °^  «'^'^'"  LegisIatiTe 
acts  of  Pennsylvania,  transmuted  for  that  purpose  by 
the  (iovernor  of  that  State.  ^      ^ 

A.    „o  ,  JAMES  MADISON. 

>V  A8H1H6T0IT,  June  5,  1813. 

Tap  Message  and  acts  therein  referred  to  were 

«?  J^?  PRes' DENT  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  ior  the  Department  of  War  accom- 
panied with  a  code  of  rule,  and  reruUlions  for 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  prepared  mobe- 

atrrShet  i?"'^^'""  of  the'a'ct.';ntitled  °An 
act  lor  ihe  better  organization  of  the  eeneral  staff 

?l'r  ""W  ''■J^'^  ^'""^'^  States,''pfssed  on  he 
3d  day  of  March,  1813,  which  we^e  read 


J0H£,  1813. 


Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petitiotf  of  J.  B.  Nick- 
oils,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  one  hundred  and 
one  other  petitioners,  praying  an  act  may  pass  to 
incorporate  a  company  under  the  tiil^^and  firm 
of  the  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria: 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  con.sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Brent,  Horsey,  and 
Hdnter.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tdesday,  Jcne8. 

ELtGiia  Fromentin,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  with  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  resolution  pas.sed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State,  that  they  do  not  agree  to  ratify 
and  confirm  an  amendment  proposed  by  Congress 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  rtlative 
to  titles  of  nobihty  ;  and  the  letter  and  resolution 
were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Sloo  was  read 

r  u"  «r".'^  f'™^-  ""'^  considered  as  in  Committee 
ol  the  Whole;  and,  no  amendmenta  having  been 
proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  government  of  persons  in  cer- 
tain fisheries  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon;  and  Messrs.  Dana.  Gore,  and  Gil- 
man,  were  appointed  the  committee 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ta.t.  the  bill' to  alter  the 
times  ol  holding  the  circuit  court  for  the  sixth 
circuit  of  the  United  Statei  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
and  Messrs  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Bullock,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Brent  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  bill  concerning  certain  streets  in  George- 
town, having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 

TPrtIV    pnrrrocco/l       <im ..     i     .1  .1    -      .        . 


rectly  engrossed, 


„  ,  was  read  the   third  time,  and 

passed.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes," 
together  with  the  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  the  amend- 
ments were  recommitted  ;  Messrs.  Smith,  Worth- 
•  NGTON.  Taylor,  Varnu.m,  an^  Dana,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee,  further  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Wednesday,  June  9. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Sloo.  having 
I  been   reported   by   the  committee  correctly   en- 
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grossed,  was  read  a'  third  time,  the  blank  filled 
with  "five  hundred  ;"  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill'^r  the  government  of  persons  in 
certain  fisheries,  reported  it  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Morrow  gave  notice,  that  at  an  early  day 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  extend- 
ing the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military 
land  warrants. 


"Thursday,  June  10. 

William  H.  Wells,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, attended,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Morrow  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bringr 
in  a  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  government  of  persons  in  cer- 
tain fisheries,  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
tnittee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  the  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  title  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  household  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Macaulay,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  praying  to  be  exonerated  from 
the  bonds  given  for  goods  imported  from  Eng- 
land in  the  ships  Anna  and  Thomas  Gibson, 
which  were  seized  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the 
noo-importation  law,  for  reasons  stated  at  large 
in  the  petition;  which  was  read. 


Friday,  June  11. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  issu- 
ing and  locating  military  land  warrants  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Morrow, 
Worthington, and  TAiT,ihe committee  towbom 
was  referred,  on  the  4th  instant,  the  letters  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
the  reports  therein  enclosed,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Mes.sage  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  5th, 
communicated  the  7ih  instant,  together  with  the 
Legislative  acts  of  Pennsylvania,  accompanying 
the  same,  were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  five  members  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Hor-  • 


8EY.  Leib,  Smith,  Goldsborocgh,  and  Kino, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 


Monday.  June  14. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  further  extending  the  time 
for  issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants, 
reported  it  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
lime. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  J.  B.  Nickolls,  and  others, 
reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Brknt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reportid  a  bill  to  continue 
the  charter  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  further 
relief  of  Charle*  Minifie;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Joha 
Gooding,  and  Hollins  and  McBlair,  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  slating  that  they  had  freighted  a 
vessel  to  an  agent  of  the  United  States,  to  carry 
provisions  to  the  inhabitants  of  Venezuela,  which, 
on  her  arrival,  was  condemned  by  a  Court  of 
Admiralty  on  the  sole  ground  of  having  brought 
supplies  from  tbe  United  States,  as  is  stated  at 
large  by  your  memorialists,  who  pray  compensa- 
tion;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Goldsbo- 
rocgh, Horsey,  and  Campbell,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  company 
for  making  a  certain  turnpike  road  in  thecouoty  of 
Alexandria  ;"also,  a  bill. entitled  ''An  act  to  incor- 
porate a  company  for  making  a  certain  turnpike 
road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  June  15. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
staling  that  the  Legislature  of  that  State  had 
elected  Jeremiah  Mason  a  Senator,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  with  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Commiitee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  it  was  recommitted  to  a 
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select  commutee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
Brent.  Daggett,  Horsev,  Smith,  and  Hdnter. 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Wednesday.  June  16. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  tinae  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants,  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  further  relief  of  Charles  Min- 
i6e  was  read  the  lecond  time,  and  considered  as 
fo  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
«  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a 
Jompaay  for  making  a  certain  turnpike  road  id 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
^ofumbia;'  also,  the  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  to  in- 
.orporate  a  c(fmpany  for  making  a  certain  turn- 
pike road  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,"  were 
jeverally  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
and  Me.-^srs.  Brent,  Horset,  and  Robinson 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  theCom- 
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partinent.  If,  in  the  promotions  and  new  appoint- 
ments in  the  Army,  the  age  of  an  officer's  commis- 
sion, and  the  duration  of  service  are  to  be  wholly  dis- 
regarded, few  men  would  enter  the  Army  except  from 
neceaaity— a  crisis,  we  presume,  wished  for  by  none 
who  has  the  good  of  his  country  at  heart. 

We  are  unwilling  to  beheve  that  your  honorable 
body  would  sanction  a  course  so  destructiye  to  the  ne- 
cessary excitements  of  a  soldier,  and  so  chilling  to  his 
laudable  ambition  ;  nor  would  we  have  troubled  you 
with  this  address,  had  we  not  feared  that,  in  the 
crowd  of  momentous  matter  which  might  occupy  your 
attention  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  it  might 
escape  your  consideration,  that,  in  some  of  the  ap- 
pointmenu  recently  made,  private  ciUiens  hare  been 
made  captains  over  the  heads  of  subaltern  officers, 
who  have  been  long  in  service ;  nor  is  it  less  worthy 
your  attention,  that,  in  many  instances,  subalterns 
have  been  promoted  over  the  heads  of  superior  offi- 
cers— over  officers,  too.  who,  from  experience,  as  well 
as  services  rendered  their  country  in  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, have  at  least  some  claim  to  the  ordinary  and  just 
patronage  of  their  Government. 

We  are  well  aware  that,  in  armies,  the  usages  of 

nations  sanction  extraordinary  and  honorable  notice  of 

\  even  private  soldiers,  where  extraordinary  and  honor- 

1  able  deeds  authorire  it,  and  we  would  be  the  last  to 
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measures  may  be  adopted  by  the  General  Gov- 
ornraent  for  their  greater  security  and  protection  : 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
cornmmee  appointed  on  the  27th  of  May.  on  so 
wurh  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
^'Diied  States  as  relates  to  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment thereof.  ' 
-  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  araend- 
liients  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
Dili  last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

ME.MORIAL  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 
The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
ot  sundry  officers  attached   to   the  Army  under 
the   command   of  Major   General    William    H 
Harrison,  representing  that,  in  appointments  and 
promotions  recently  made  in  the  Army,  injus- 
tice has  been  done  to  officers  now  in  service  and 
praying  the  attention  of  the  Senate  id  certain 
cases  in  which   they  feel  the  usages  of  armies, 
apd  their  individual  rights,  have  been  violated- 
aed  the  memorial  was  read.     It  is  as  foUows:     ' 
7b  tiehonorabU  the  iknate  of  the  United  States  ■ 
ije  officers   undersigned  (now  m  the  service  of  the 
.triited  States,  and  attached  to  the  Army  under  the 
-couimand  of  Major  General  William  H.  Harn«>D) 
yes5)ectfully  represent : 

'Having  observed  several  appointments  and  promo- 
vns  recently  made  m  the  Armv,  and  particularlv  in 
tl,.  corps  to  which  we  severally  belong,  and  feeling 
ttu.t  m  some  of  them  injustice  has  been  done  officer 
n«w  in  service  we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  as  well  as  the 
•e/vice  in  which  we  are  engaged,  to  make  known  to 
your  honorable  body  the  wrongs  complained  of;  you 
alfne  possessing  the  corrective  power. 

J>ur  distance  from  the  seat  of  Government  prevenu 
aijimmediate  knowledge  of  new  arrangemenU,  made 
n^ithe  War  Department,  but  we  have  ^een  no  public 
•Wument  authorizing  (as  we  conceive;  some  of  the 
ifjam  appojntmenu  and  promotions  from   that  De- 


a  private  citizen,  under  similar  circumstances. 

It  is  unnecessary,  we  conceive,  to  call  your  attea- 
tion  to  the  individual  promotions  and  appointmenU 
by  which  we  feel  the  usages  of  armies,  and  our  indi- 
vidual rights,  violated  ;  they  must  necessarily  be  laid 
before  you  for  approval. 

In  thus  obtruding  ourselves  before  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  we  trust  it  will  be  seen  that  we  are 
actuated  by  no  other  motive  than  that  which  should 
Rervade  the  breast  of  every  soldier,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter and  manner  of  address  evince  the  greatest  respect 
and  deference,  both  to  your  honorable  body  and  that 
of  the  War  Department. 

WILLIAM  BRADFORD, 

(apt.  nth  Regt.  U.  S.  Infantry. 
DAV16  HOLT,  ^ 

('apt.  nth  U.  S.  Infantry. 
JAMES  HACKLEY. 

Lieut,  l^th  l.S.  Infantry. 
THOMAS  HAWKI.NS, 

Ensign  nth  V.  S.  Infantry. 
BENJAMI.N   W.  SANDERS, 

Lirut.  nth  r.S.  Infantry. 
EDWARD  SHIPP, 

Ensign  nth  L'.  S.  Infantry. 
WILSO.V  ELLIOT. 

Capt.  19M  Rest.  U.  S.  Infantry. 
HENRY  FREDERICKS, 

2d  Lieut.  T.  .S.  Infantry. 
STEPHEN  LEE, 

Ueut.  I9th  Regt.  V.  S.  Infantry. 
GEORGE  W. JACKSON, 

Lieut.  19M  Regt.  U.  S,* Infantry. 
JAMES  CAMPBELL,      ' 

Ut  Lieut.  I9th  Rest.  U.S.  Infantry. 
JOHN  STOCKTON? 

Ensign  I9th  Reet.  U.  S.  Infantry. 
DAVID  OL'l'NNE.  "^        ^ 

\>t  U.  19M  Regt.  U.  S.  Infantry. 
CHARLES  MITCHELL, 

Ensign  I'ith  Regt.  U.  S.  Infantry. 
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Senatb. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the 
bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Phojnix," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of  James  Jay, 
praying  Congress  to  take  into  consideration  his 
memorial,  presented  at  the  last  session,  and  grant 
him  remuneration  for  services  rendered  during 
the  Revolutionary  war, and  for  moneys  advanced, 
as  therein  stated;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
King,  Dana,  and  Leib,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 


Thursday,  June  17. 
The  bill  to  continue  the  charter  of  the  Far- 
mers' Bank  of  Alexandria  was  resumed  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Leib,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  William  Gam- 
ble had  leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial,  and  pa- 
ers  accompanying  the  same,  presented  at   the 


Is 
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Friday.  June  18. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  further  relief  of  Charles 
Minifie. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  fur, 
Alouday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire what  Legislative  provision  is  necessary  to 
prevent  multiplicity  of  suits  or  processes,  where 
a  single  suit  or  process  might  suffice  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  any  cause  to  which  the 
United  States  may  be  party,  or  before  any  court 
oflhe  Uuited  States,  and  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Dana.  Bollock,  Hun- 
ter, Stone,  and  Bledsoe,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
now  in  force  for  those  purposes.'-  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
cause  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 
three  hundred  copies  of  the  statement  marked  B, 
exhibiting  the  amount  of  duties  upon  domestic 
distilled  spirits,  and  on  stills,  upon  sales  at  auction, 
refined  sugar,  carriages,  and  upon  licenses  to  re- 
tailers, and  upon  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and 
paper,  which  accrued  from  the  Isl  of  January, 
1800,  to  the  31st  of  December  following,  as  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 


sury, bearing  date  the  21st  day  of  December,  A. 
D.  1801,  and  made  m  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  6th 
day  of  January,  1797  ;  also  a  like  number  of  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  the  27th  of  December.  A.  D.  1809,  trana- 
mitiing  a  statement  of  the  payments  which  hare 
been  made  by  the  respective  States  of  the  direct 
tax,  dec,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  ISih  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1809 ;  and, 
also,  a  like  number  of  copies  of  the  statement  ex- 
hibiting the  balances  due  the  United  States  oa 
account  of  the  internal  revenue  and  direct  tax, 
which  accompanied  the  letter  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  10th  of  December  lasL 


Monday,  Jane  21. 

Jeremiah  Mason,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  with  the  fourth 
day  of  March  las},  produced  bis  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  memorial  of  Greorge 
Ulmer.  Colonel  of  the  United  States  Volunteers, 
commanding  on  the  eastern  frontier  of  Massa- 
chusetts, representing  that  two  companies  were 
raised  lu  the  towns  of  Calaisjind  Robinstown,  and 
were  m  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying  provision  may  be  made  for  their  compen- 
sation; and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  27th  of  May,  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  as  relates  to  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment thereof,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Olcott,  of  Hartford,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut, 
owner  of  the  schooner  Peggy,  slating,  that,  in  the 
year  1811,  he  sent  said  vessel  to  Barbadoes  with 
a  cargo  ;  that,  in  consequence  of  a  stress  of  weather 
she  was  much  injured,  and  the  greatest  part  of 
her  cargo  lost ;  tkat  in  order  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  necessary  repairs,  her  water  casks, 
which  had  served  for  ballast,  were  sold;  that, 
after  several  attempts,  it  was  found  impractica- 
ble to  pursue  her  voyage  without  ballast;  and 
that  a  quantity  of  salt  was  taken  on  board  at 
Turk's  Island  for  that  purpose,  and  brought  to 
the  United  States,  by  which  a  penalty  has  been 
incurred  ;  and  praying  relief;  and  the  memorial 
was  read. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Gore  be  on  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  27ih  of  May,  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  ihe  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  the  Naval   Establishment,  in  place  of 
Mr.  CuTTa  absent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie; 
and.  no  ameudmenl  liaviug  been  proposed,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  aiid  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
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fbr  those  purposes,"  together  with  the  amend- 
tnents  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee, 
which  were  agreed  to  with  amendments  ;  and  the 
]?rrsideni  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  amended 
a,ccordingly.  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
i^od  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

•;  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  was  ap- 
lointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
ail  appropriation  for  repairing  the  north  wing  of 
t|ie  Capitol  and  finishing  the  Senate  Chamber, 
aod  that  the  committee  hare  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Leib,  Horsey, and 
GAir^LARD,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

"Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
8.jbj(?ct  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  augment 
tUe  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington; 
aod  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  lecond 
readJDg. 


;     '  ToESDAY,  June  22. 

iA  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a-bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  reward  the  oflBcers  and 
crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet ;  in  which  bill 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
r^d,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

jThe  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 

fi/ov^de  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
&^s  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection's,  and  re- 
p'jl  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
ffir  those  purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
Cijmmittee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third 
li^e,  and  the  blank  filled  with  the  words  "five 
h(fnd|-ed  thousand."  ' 

lUe^olved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  amend  theact,  entitled  'An 
■f-sttoiprovidefor  calling  forth  themilitiatoeiecute 
ll^  la'ws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
re^^el  invasion, and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
foi  those  purposes." 

Mr;  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
ciicuft  courts  for  the  sixth  circuit  of  the  United 
Bute*,  reported  it  without  amendment;  and,  on 
hi»  motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  wa.< 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr*  Ki.NG  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Hall  Storm,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  stating, 
that,  (fn  the  25th  of  April,  1811.  he  was  deputed 
CHarfj6  d'Affaires  of  the  United  States  to  reside 
«t  jFripoli,  but  was  net  recognised  by  the  Bashaw  ; 
injhe  prosecution  of  the  business  he  incurred  con- 
»i(%'rablecxpense,andprayincremunerationthere- 
foij;  atjd  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  usual  salary 
forjhu  services;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
otjte,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

^n  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  petition  of 
Dajnel  Macaulay,  presented  the  10th  instant,  was 
'f T "^^^"^  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  27th 
of  Way,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
idelit  of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our  rela- 
fiots  with'foreign  Powers,  to  consider  and  report 
thHreoa  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  27ih  of  iMay,  on  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
the  Military  Establishment,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated 
oflBcers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  and  of  the  pres- 
ent Army  of  the  United  Stales ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  augment  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  Washington,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Scott,  praying  compensation  for  his  trouble  in 
the  release  and  conveyance  of  certain  American 
seamen  from  Porto  Cavallo,  in  South  America, 
to  the  United  States,  as  is  stated  at  large  in  the 
petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Giles,  Hdnter,  and 
Smith,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
with  the  reports  of  the  Commis.sioners  appointed 
to  investigate  claims  to  land  in  the  western  district 
of  Orleans  Territory,  now  State  of  Louisiana, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled "Ad  act  respecting  claims  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March  1807  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Chace  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  altering  the 
time  and  place  for  holding  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  in  Vermont. 


Wedne.sday,  June  23. 

Mr.  Smith  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Stephen  Gi- 
rard  and  others,  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Giles  reported  from  the  commitee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Joshua  Barney,  in  be- 
half of  himself,  and  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crews,  of  sundry  private  armed  vessels;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  27th  of  May,  on  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  t'.e  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  relates 
to  the  Military  Establishment,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act.  entitled  "An 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  infirm,  disabled, 
and  superannuated  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
late  and  present  Army  of  the  United  Slates,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reward  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  27th  of  May.  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  the  Naval  Establishment,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


34 


June,  1813. 


Petition  of  Stephen  Girard. 


Senate. 


of  Alexander  Scott;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  augment  the  capital  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  Washington,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Leib,  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  the  Presi- 
dent determined  the  question  in  the  negative; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Chace  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  altering  the  time  and  place  for  holding 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  Vermont;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tudrsdav.  June  24. 

Mr.  Ande."18on,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  27th  May,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 
Military  Establishment,  reported  a  bill  toauthor- 
ize  the  raising  a  corps  of  sea  fencibles  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  pas.sed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  liie  act  in  adJilion  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
bccond  time  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott  was 
read  the  second  lime  ; 

The  bill  altering  the  time  and  place  for  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  Vermont  wa-s 
read  the  second  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Chace. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Chace,  King,  and  Dag- 
gett, be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  Fire  Insurance 
Company  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

PETITION  OF  STEPHEN  GIRARD. 

The  following  report,  made  on  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Girard  and  others,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to : 

The  Comtnittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  menao- 
rial  of  Stephen  Uirard  and  others,  report  : 

That  the  roemorialiata,  refpeclively,  were  owrjer*  of 
the  Bhi[*  (;oo<i  Friends,  the  United  States,  and  the 
Amazon,  with  their  renpective  carjtoes. 

That,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1811,  the  memorialists, 
being  apprehensive  that  a  war  would  break  out  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  (rreat  Britain,  sent  the 
shtpa  and  cargoes  to  .\meha  island,  as  a  place  of  safety  ; 
with  an  intention,  eventually,  to  bring  them  to  the 
United  Sutcs,  if  the  non-iraportation  law  should  be 
repealed,  or  the  sanction  of  Government  shomUl  be  ob- 
tained, so  as  to  render  the  importation  lawful. 

That  while  the  t\u\y*  and  cargoes  lay  in  the  port  of 
Fernandina,  (ieneral  Maihewa,  acting  in  the  name, 
and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  took  possession 
of  Amelia  island,  and  esUbUshed  a  local  govt-mment 
there. 

That  the  agents  of  the  mcmorialisu  represented  to 
General  Matthews  the  increased  danger  to  which  the 
ships  and  cargoes  were  exposed  in  consequence  of  the 
revolution  at  Amelia  island ;  and  General  Mathews, 
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I  impreflsed  with  the  justice  of  the  representation,  as 

j  well  as  with  an  apprehension  that  the  continuance  of 

'  so  much  valuable  property  there  would  invite  hostili- 

!  ties,  granted  a  license  to  proceed  with  the   ships   and 

cargoes    to   the  port   of  Philadelphia,  under  bonds  to 

place  them  in  the  custody  of  the  collector  of  the  port, 

subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Government. 

That  the  ships  and  cargoes  on  their  way  to  Phila- 
delphia, under  the  authority  of  the  license,  were  inter- 
cepted and  seized  in  the  district  of  Delaware,  in  April, 
1812,  and  libelled  on  the  ground  of  a  violation  of  the 
non-importation  law. 

That,  soon  after  the  seizure,  the  ships  and  cargoes 
were  restored  to  their  respective  owners,  upon  bonds 
for  the  appraised  value,  to  abide  the  final  adjudication 
of  the  prosecution  which  had  been  instituted.  And 
the  cargoes  were  sold  in  the  months  of  April  and  May, 
1812. 

That  the  memorialists,  upon  receiving  the  cargoes, 
made  the  regular  entries  at  the  custom-house,  and  se- 
cured, by  bonds,  the  payment  of  the  duties  which  were 
payable  according  to  law,  at  the  time  of  entry. 

That,  upon  examination,  it  appears  that,  in  some 
CAses,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  act  of 
March,  1797,  and  Congress,  by  special  acts,  have  re- 
mitted forfeiture.s,  upon  condition  that  the  respective 
owners  shaulJ  pay  the  rate  of  duties  imposed  by  the 
act  of  the  1st  of  July,  1812,  although  the  importations 
were  made  prior  to  that  day.  But  it  is  understood 
that,  in  all  such  cases,  the  cargoes  remained  unsold  un- 
til the  act  of  the  Ist  of  July  commenced  its  operation  ; 
and,  of  course,  the  double  duties  were  charged  in  the 
price  to  the  purchasers. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
committee  submit  the  following  resolution  for  consid- 
eration : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Girard,  and  others, 
the  owners,  respectively,  of  the  ships  called  the  Good 
Friends,  the  United  Sute«,  and  the  Amazon,  aud  their 
cargoes,  upon  condition  that  they  respectively  pay  to 
the  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  duties  by  them 
heretofore  respectively  secured  and  paid  upon  the  said 
cargoes,  a  sum  which  shall  (»e  sufficient  to  make  the 
whole  amount  paid  equal  to  the  amount  of  duties  that 
would  have  been  chargeable  if  the  cargoes  had  beea 
imported  and  entered  subsequent  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1812. 

Messrs.  Gohe.  Smith,  and  Taylor,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  m  pursuance  of  the  above 
report. 


Friday,  June  25. 

Mr.  Varncm  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Denny,  of  Leicester,  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  concerned  in  a  manufactory  of 
wool  cards,  and  praying  to  be  discharged  from 
the  payment  of  certain  bonds  which  he  has  given 
on  the  importation  of  a  quantity  of  iron  wire 
from  Montreal,  and  from  payment  of  the  duties 
imposed  thereon,  for  reasons  ."stated  at  large  in 
the  petition,  which  wa«!  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  yesterday  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Girard.  and  others,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  infirm,  disabled. 
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at^  superannuated  officfrs  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
ar^  present  army  of  the  Uoited  IStates,  having 
b^D  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
g%>sscd,  was  read  a  third  time,  and' passed. 

'The  bill  to  authorize  the  raising  a  corps  of  sea 
fe^icibles  was' read  the  second  time  and  consid- 
errd  «s  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and,  no 
aiaeniiraent  having  been  offered  to  the  bill,  it 
ytis  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
ti^e.' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Vjihoje,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
aci,  ebtitled  "An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mil- 
itary force,  and  fM  ^ther  purposes;''  and  the  bill 
h<«ts'iDg  been  amdMed.  the  President  reported  it 
lcylb»»  House  accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered  to 
bt'^ennfrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Jc5»bun  Barney,  and  others,  which  is  as  follows  : 

•■  That  the  object  of  the  petition  is  to  obtain,  in 
fa«i?r  of  himself  and  others,  the  relinquishment  of 
th^  claims  of  the  I'nited  States  to  certain  descriptions 
of  enemy's  property,  captured  and  brought  into  the 
pcftn  of  the  United  States  by  certain  private  armed 
vepsolti.  That  the  claims  of  the  United  States  and 
thi  petitioner  depend  upon  the  provisions  of  existing 
liiwa^  *nd  present  fair  questions  for  judicial  cognizance ; 
tli:se  questions  are  in  fact  now  depending  before  the 
proper  judicial  tribunals,  with  whose  proceedings  and 
decisions  the  committee  deems  it  inexpedient  at  this 
time  U)  intorfere,  aad  therefore  recommends  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  be  postponed  till 
the  firfet  Monday  in  December  next :" 

And.  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  17,  as 
foilows: 

Vk^s — Messrs.  Bullock,  Campbell,  Daggett,  Ger- 
man, Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Kmg,;  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  and  Wells. 

?*AJS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chace, 
C(indict,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Gilos,  Howell,  Lacock, 
M^rrow,  Robinson,  Stone,  Tnit,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Virntjm- 

pCf  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  petition  was 
ccmrpitted  to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
aiv*ler  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ; 
and  ^lessri.  Giles,  Taylor,  and  Anderso.x, 
were.appoioted  the  committee. 

Tile  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott  was 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was 
ordei^d  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Monday,  June  28. 

Gcorge  M.  Bibb,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky 
atteiided. 

Tse  bill  to  authorize  the  raising  a  corps  of 
sea  dencibles.  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mitt'Je  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
nnd  passed. 

Tne  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the 
act,  fntitlt'd  '-An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary'force,  and  for  other  purposes."  having  been 
repotted  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
was  jead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott,  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engros.sed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Giles,  trom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  petition  of  Joshua  Barney,  and 
others,  reported  a  bill  to  relinquish  the  claims  of 
the  United  States  to  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  captured  by  private  armed  vessels; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Denny  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gore,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the 
ships  the  Good  Friends,  the  Amazon,  and  the 
United  States,  and  their  cargoes;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  on  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  as 
relates  to  the  Naval  Establishment,  reported  a 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  built  barges  for  the  defence  of  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  respects  our  foreign  relations,  reported 
a  bill  to- prohibit  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  from  carrying  on  any  trade  or 
traffic  with  the  dominions  or  dependencies  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  secood 
reading.     The  bill  is  as  follows  : 

A  bill  to  prohibit  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  from  carrying  on  any  trade  or  traffic 
with  the  dominions  or  dependencies  of  the  United 
Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Be  it  enact fd,  4-c.,  That  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  of 
the  United  States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  who  shall, 
during  the  war  in  which  the  said  United  States  are 
at  present  engaged,  either  directly  or  indirectly  carry 
on  any  trade,  commerce,  or  traffic,  in  any  articles  what- 
ever, with  any  of  the  duminions,  colonies,  or  depend- 
encies of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  or  with  any  person  or  persons  residing  within 
the  same  ;  and  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  as  aforesaid, 
who  shall  directly  or  indirectly  bo  privy  to,  or  aiding 
or  abetting  in  carrying  on  uny  such  trade,  commerce  or 
traffic,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
shall  upon  conviction  for  every  such  oiTencc  be  impris- 
oned for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  nor  less  than 
six  months,  and  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
thousand,  nor  less  than  five  hundreii  dollars  ;  and  any 
ship,  vessel,  or  carnage,  of  what  kind  soever,  employed 
or  used  in  any  such  trade,  commerce,  or  traffic,  as 
I  above  described,  and  any  cargo  which  shall  l>e  found 
'  on  board  of  surh  ship  or  vess*-!,  and  anv  articles 
which  shall  be  found  in  such  carriage,  when  detected 
or  taken  in  such  unlawful  trade,  commerce,  or  traffic, 
or  at  the  return  of  the  same  to  the  United  States,  shall 
be  forfeited,  tho  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  half  to  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  give  information  thereof,  and  may  be  seized 
wherever  found,  and  condemned  l)efore  any  court  of 
the   United  Slates  or  the  Territories  thereof,  having 
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compet«;nt  jurisdiction  :  Provided,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  repeal,  im- 
pair, or  alfect  any  law  now  in  force  providing  for  the 
punishment  of  treason  or  of  any  other  offence  agauist 
the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Campbell  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  Macaulay  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  E. 
H.  Cummins,  requesting  permission  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate,  and  that  a  convenient 
and  suitable  place  in  the  Senate  Chamber  be  as- 
signed him  ;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, declaring  their  opinion  on  the  alleged  causes 
of  the  existing  war,  and  ihe  pretences  for  its  con- 
tinuance ;  that  it  was  improper,  impolitic,  and 
unjust;  and  stating  the  grounds  on  which  they 
rest  that  opinion. 

Further  declaring  their  opinion  on  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States  formed  from  lands  beyond 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  many  of  the  measures  of  the  Government 
have  been  contrary  to  the  expectations  ihey 
formed  in  acceding  to  the  Constitution  ;  that 
these  measures  have  nearly  annihilated  their 
commerce,  and  have  imposed  on  them  unequal 
burdens,  while  they  have  deprived  Massachusetts 
*  of  her  proportional  weight  in  the  Union  ;  and 
praying  that  our  invading  armies  may  he  forth- 
•  with  recalled  within  our  own  territories,  and 
that  every  efTort  may  be  speedily  directed  to 
the  attainment  of  peace  ;  and  the  remonsiraace 
was  read. 

Mr.  Vahncm  presented  the  protest  of  the  com- 
mittee chosen  by  the  minority  of  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  against  the  foregoing  remon- 
strance of  the  Legislature;  and  declaring  it  as 
their  opinion  that  the  war  is  just  and  necessary, 
and  their  entire  approbation  of  the  measures  of 
the  General  Government  complained  of,  and  the 
protest  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
nformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  [lassed 
a  bill,  entitled  "Au  act  freeing  from  postage  all 
letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Superintend- 
ent General  of  Military  Supplies,"  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
••"i&v-.^.The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read. 

"■^^  

■J^  Tuesday,  June  29. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reward  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet."  re- 
ported it  with  amendments  ;  which,  on  motion, 
were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole] 
and  agreed  to  ;  and  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  barges  for  the  defence 
of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  lime;  and.  on  motion,  considered 


as  io  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted;  and  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ships 
called  the  Good  Friends,  the  Amazon,  and  the 
United  States,  and  their  cargoes,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  citizens  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States  from  carrying  on  any- 
trade  or  traffic  with  the  dominions  or  dependen- 
cies of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  was  read  the  second  time  and  considered 
a?  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Macaulay  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Denny  was 
read  the  second  lime. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  concerns  our  foreign  relations, 
reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or 
passes  granted  by  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the  United 
States  to  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
captured  by  private  armed  vessels,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate a  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments, and  further  amended  the  bill,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Hall  Storm,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  to  whom  it  was  referred  on  the  22d  inst.; 
and  the  report  was  read. 


Wednesday.  June  30. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Hornet,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com-    ' 
mittee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  the  title  was  amended. 

Jiesohed.  That  Ihis  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  cause  to  be  built  barges  for  the  defence 
of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  citizens  and  inhabitants 
of  the  United  Stales  from  carrying  on  any  trade 
or  traffic  with  the  domiuions  or  dependencies  of 
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the  XJnited  Kiogdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
having  been  reported  by  the  cooamittee  correctly 
eogT()S5ed.  was  read  a  tbird  time,  and  passed. 

^r.GoHE  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Reii- 
^ioijs  Society  of  Friends  in  New  England,  met 
in  i^jeir  annual  assembly  at  Rhode  Island,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  reconsider  the  effects  and  conse- 
quences of  the  war,  and  to  adopt  every  necessary 
measure  for  the  restoration  of  peace;  and  the  me- 
mi^rial  was  read. 

T he:bill  to  incorporate  a  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
panv  iu  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
miilee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  parsed. 

The  bill  co  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  passes 
granted  by  the  authority  of  the  Government  of 
the  Ucited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, yeas  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Denny; 
and,  n'5  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Macaulay  was 
resgmiid,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
aft(^r  dcbatfj^on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatlor.  it  was 
agrt!ed  thai  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wljolt^.  the  bill  to  relinquish  the  claims  of* the 
Un|teu  States  to  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chaVidi^e.  captured  by  private  armed  ves&els;  and, 
afi<»  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
»  )  ——— 

'  f 

''     .       ;       Thursday,  July  1. 

The^ill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Denny  was 
reportejd  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

Mr.  German  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
W-ird.^of  the  town  of  New  Rochelle,  in  the  Stale 
of  New?  York,  stating  that  he  hath  obtained,  at  a 
▼ery  gfeat  expense,  a  machine  for  weaving  stock- 
ings ai;d  stockinetts  of  all  descriptions,  called  the 
Nottingham  warp  loom;  and,  inasmuch  as  he  is 
not  the  original  inventor  of  the  said  machine,  and 
therefore  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  privileges 
given  fey  the  patent  laws,  he  prays  a  reimburle- 
ment  of  hi»  expenses  in  obtaining,  and  a  reward 
for  the  use  of  said  loom;  and  the  petition  was 
read . 

Mr.  GehHan  also  presented  the  petition  of  Eli- 

N.*J  Vn  t '"'  °^  '^'"  '°'^"  °^  ^''"'  "r"*^  ^'^'^  °^    ^"°>-"'  ^"'"*"'  l*old.t,orough.  C;ore,   Hornev.   Hun 
INew  York,  praying  a  remuneration  for  property     tcr.  King.  Lambfrt,  Ma«)n.  Well 


United  States  to  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, captured  by  private  armed  Tessels  ;  and, 
the  bill  baring  been  amended,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  Senate  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Vf.a8 — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chtce, 
Condict,  Fromentin,  Uaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  Robuison,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Varnum. 

Nai»— Messrs.  Bullock,  Dafrgctl,  Dana,  German, 
Gilman,  GoUUborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  Wells,  and  Worthington. 

Friday.  July  2. 

Mr.  Andersom,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  lo  much  o{  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 
Military  Establishment,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill 
providing  for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

[This  bill  provides:  that  the  President  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  the  same  shall 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  defence  and  security 
of  any  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  to  cause  to  be  hired  or  f)urchased,  hulks  or 
other  means  of  impediment  to  the  entrance  of 
the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  enemy,  to  be  sunk  with 
the  consent  of  the  proper  authority  of  the  State 
in  which  such  port  or  harbor  may  be,  and  the 
same  to  be  removed  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  it 
may  be  done  with  safety  to  such  ports  or  har- 
bors.] 

Mr.  ANnER80N,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  also  re- 
ported, in  part,  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  ;  and  the  report  was 
adopted. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  ihe  United 
Slates  to  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
captured  by  private  armed  vessels,  was  reported 
by  the  committee  Correctly  engrosst-d  ;  and.  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  that  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  1.5,  nays  18.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bullock,  Campbell.  Daggett,  Dana, 
German,  Gilman,  Goldsborough.  Ciore,   Horsev. 


«,  and  Worthington. 
Nats — Messrs.    Anderson,    Bibb,    Bledsoe,    Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,   Condict,    Fromentin,  Gaillard.  Gilea, 
,  Howell,    Lacock,    Morrow,    Robinson,    8ton#,    Tail, 
tee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other-  j  Turner,  and  Varnum. 
wise,  and  Messrs.  German,    Dana,  and   Gore.  |      And.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Billock.  the  bill  was 
were  appoipted  the  committee.  .amended   by  unanimous  consent,  and   thereafter 


forcibly  taken  for  the  use  of  the  array  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  is  set  forth  at  large  in  the  petition  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 


Mr.  Anderson. *from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  re/errcd  the  petition  of  George  Ulmer,  re- 
portedjthat  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary foir  th(?  Department  of  War.  lo  consider  and 
report  iher^on  ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole    thf  bill  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the 


was  read  a  ihird  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  the  petition  of 
Richard  Ward,  presented  yesterday,  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Gkr- 
MAN.  Varncm.  and  Blkd8oe.  were  appointed  the 
committee. 
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Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  incorporate  a 
company  for  making  a  certain  turnpike  road  in 
the  county  of  Alexandria."  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate a  company  for  m'aking  a  certain  turnpike 
road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia."  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Robinson  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Hall  Storm. 

Mr.  Worthinqton  gave  notice  that  to-mor- 
row he  .should  ask  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  author- 
izing the  payment  for  wagons  and  teams  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  Detroit. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Denny,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  the  act  in  addition 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Pennsylvania  Academy 
of  Fine  Arts,  stating  that,  previous  to  the  declar- 
ation of  the  existing  war  between  this  country 
and  Great  Bu^ain.  a  large  box,  containing  some 
valuable  paintings  and  engravings  which  belong 
to  the  Academy,  were  shipped  in  Italy,  but  on 
their  passage  were  captured  by  a  British  vessel 
of  war  and  carried  into  Halifax;  that,  on  appli- 
cation to  Admiral  Sawyer  and  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty at  Halifax,  the  said  box,  wiih  its  contents, 
were  restored,  and  have  since!  bv  permission  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  been  shipped  on  board  a 
cartel  vessel,  and  have  arrived  at  Boston;  and 
praying  that  a  remission  of  the  duties  payable  on 
said  paintings  may  be  granted  ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Lacock.  Bledsoe,  and  Bibb,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


Satcbdav,  July  3.   . 

Mr.  WoKTuiNGTON  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  for 
wagons  and  teams  captured  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  at  Detroit;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Leib.  trom  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject,  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  finishing  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  repairinc^ 
the  roofol  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 

The  bill  providing  for  the  further  defence  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  was 
read  the  second  time. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  cer- 
tain turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Alexandria," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  iu  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  cer- 
tain turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and.  having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  '"Aq  act  for  the  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  a  direct  tax  and  internal  duties;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  the  town 'of 
Mobile  a  port  of  entry;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readine. 

Monday,  July  5. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  certain 
turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Alexandria ;"  also 
the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  to' 
incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  certain  turn- 
pike road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  In  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  were  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed. 

Mr.  Robinson  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hall 
Storm  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Tuesday.  July  6. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  appointing  a  committee  on  their 
part  to  join  such  committee  as  the  Senate  may 
appoint,  to  consider  and  report  what  business 
will  demand  the  attention  of  Congress  prior  to 
an  adjournment,  and  also  when  such  such  ad- 
journment may  probably  take  place. 

They  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors;  in  which  resolution  and  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  and  bill  last  mentioned  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readint^. 

Mr.  Fromentin  gave  notice  that" to-morrow 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  establishing 
a  district  court  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  German,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Elisha  J.  Winter ;  and  the  bill  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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^hi:  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  assessment 
an(i  collection  of  a  direct  tax  and  internal  duties," 
wsjs  r<'ad  fbe  second  time.  £^n4,  reftrred  lo  a  select 
co^inmittee,  to  consist  office  merahers  to  consider 
anil  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  King,  Worth- 
inAton,  Giles,  Smith,  and  Bullock,  were  ap- 
pofntfd  the  comnniilee. 

jTh.*  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  the  town 
ofiMobile  a  port  of  entry,"  was  read  the  second 
tiK|e. 

\he  bill  authorizing  the  payment  for  wagons 
an  I  teams  captured  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
at  Detroit,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
th»ire6n  ;  aud  Messrs.  Worthington,  Bibb,  and 
Bi(£Di»OE.  were  appointed  the  committee, 

f^h^  bill,  entitled  "An  act  freeing  from  postage 
allilei^ers  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Superin- 
tec;dei)t  General  of  Military  Supplies."  was  read 
thijsecond  time. 

'I'ht-  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  finishing 
tb«  Senate  Chamber,  and  repairing  the  roof  of 
th^  north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  was  read  the  sec- 
onetime. 

'jThe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  augment 
thn  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  ; 
anjl,  after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Wells,  the 
fujjiher  corrsideration  thereof  was  postponed  lo 
tht}fir,-it  Monday  in  December  next. 

^Thc  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  a  certain  turnpike  road  in  the 
cOjmlv  of  Alexandria,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
ai»;enfled,  and  passed. 

JThe  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  com- 

')y  for  makmg  a  certain  turnpike   road  in  the 

|inty  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 

I,"  was  read   a  third    lime   as   amended,  and 

)se<j. 
Ir.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
stJijet't  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  remis- 
siia  of  certain  duties  to  the  Pennsylvania  Acad- 
ecjy  of  the  Fine  Arts;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
arjl  parsed  to  the  jecond  reading. 

Ivlr,  Ki.NG.  from  Ihe  committee,  to  whom  was 
re^'rri-d  toe  petition  of  Janaer  /ay,  ruade  a  rc- 
p<it; -which  was  read.  ^^.J    ^ 


Wednesday,  July  7. 

jTh?  President  communicated  the  peiiiion  of 
J.  '.\.  P.  Pontingon  ;  which  was  read. 

^Ir.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  ihe 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  concerning 
si^ts  and  costs  in  courts  of  the  United  States; 
arfJ  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
rt^diog. 

^Ths  S^inale  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
jo  nt  resolution  brought  up  yesterday  on  the  sub- 
vj',t  uf  an  adjournment ;  which  was   twice  read 

I  unanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in  ;  and 
^^sfF.  Vahncm,  Leib,  and  Campbell,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  their  part. 

^Mt.  W  oRTHiNGTo.N,  from  the  committee  to 
^oin  was  referred  the  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
lyient  for  wagons  and  teams  captured  and  destroy- 

r  i 


i" 


ed  by  the  enemy  at  Detroit,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties  on  li- 
censes to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  relerred  ihe  bill  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  a  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
to  consider  and  report  tliereon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  J.  Winter  wa.-i 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  remission  of  certain  duties  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  was 
read  the  second  lime. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  James 
Jay.  which  is  as  follows: 

"  That,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  James 
Jay,  upon  his  return  from  England,  where  he  had 
been  distinguished  by  his  medical  talents,  became  a 
creditor  of  the  I 'nited  States  for  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  ;  that,  owing  to  the  delays  on  the  part  of  the 
(Jovernment,  and  the  absence  of  .Mr.  Jay,  in  attending 
upon  General  WASHi."«(;T0?r,  (to  whom,  as  ap[)ear8  by 
the  General's  letter,  he  imparted  a  plan  of  secret  cor- 
respondence, which  proved  lo  be  of  great  importance 
in  the  course  of  the  war)  the  money  due  and  after- 
wards paid  to  .Mr.  Jay  was  much  depreciated.  In  con- 
sideration of  these  circumstances,  which  distinguish 
the  case  of  .Mr.  Jay,  the  committee  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  that  leave  be  ^iven  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  officers  of  the  I'rensury  to  ex- 
amine the  claim  of  Mr.  Jay,  and  to  allow  him  such 
balance,  together  with  interest,  as  may  be  equitably 
due  to  him." 

And,  on  the  question  to  give  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  accordingly,  ii  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  lor  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  a  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  ownersof  the  ships  called  the  Good  Friends, 
the  Amazon,  aud  the  United  States,  and  their 
cargoes  ;  and,  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly; 
and  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  tune  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  freeing  from  postage  all  let- 
ters and  packets  to  and  from  the  Superintendent 
General  of  Military  Supplies;"  and  it  passed  lo 
the  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  pa.sses 
granted  under  the  authority  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land was  resumed  ;  and,  en  motion  by  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, It  was  agreed  that  it  be  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  fur- 
ther defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and.  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed. It  was  ordered  tu  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  lime. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  6nishing  the  Senate  Chamber, 
and  repairing  the  roof  of  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol;  and.  no  amendment  having  been  pro 
posed,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrosked.  and  read  a 
third  time? 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hall  Storm 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Robinson.  King,  and  Varndm,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  the  town  of  .Mobile  a  port  of 
entry,"  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Fromen 
TIN.  Brown,  and  Bledsoe,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Fromentin  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  establishing  a  district  court  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  German,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reporled  a  bill  for  the  bene- 
fil  of  Richard  Ward  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  lo  the  second  reading. 


the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  was  reported  by 

the  committee  correctly*  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time,  and  the  blank  filled  with  "  nine  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  making  an  appropriation  for 
finishing  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  repairing  the 
roof  of  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol." 

The  bill  providing  for  the  further  defence  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  was 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blank  filled  with 
''$250,000." 

Hesolted,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
tiile  thereof  be  "  An  act  providing  for  the  further 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Stales."     . 

The  bill,  entitled  '' An  act  freeing  from  post- 
age all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Super- 
intendent General  of  Military  Supplies,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Thursday,  July  8. 
The  bill  concerning  suits  and  costs  in  courts  of 
the  United  States  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  establishing  a  district  court  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Richard  Hall  Storm 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideralion  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  use  of  licenses,  or  passes,  granted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Government  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and.  after  de- 
bate, on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  original  committee,  further  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ships 
called  the  Good  Friends,  the  Amazon,  and  the 
United  States,  and  their  cargoes,  was  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed. It  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  ti,  nays  25,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Dans.,  Gaillard,  German^  Horsey, 
Hunter,  and  Wells. 

N 4 T»— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown.  Bul- 
lock, Condict,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Giles,  Gilman, 
(Joldslwrough,  Gore,  Howell,  Lacock,  Lambert.  Leib, 
Mason,  .Morrow,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  quesiion.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

So  11  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  ''  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  owners  of  the  ship«.  called  the  Good  Friends, 
the  Amazon,  and  the  United  States,  and  their  car- 
goes." c    •  1 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  finishing 
the  Senate  Chamber,  and  repairing  the  roof  of 


Friday.  July  9. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct 
laxwithin  the  United  Slates;"'  a  bill,  enliiled  "An 
act  laving  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchan- 
dise; and  of  ships  and  vessels;"  a  bill,  entilled 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  sugar  refined  within  the 
United  States;'  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the  Rev- 
enue ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideralion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  a  direct 
tax  and  internal  duties."  together  with  the  amend- 
ments repotted  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and.  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  ihe  bill  was  postponed  until 
to  morrow. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,jentitled  ''An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  lownof  Mobile  a^port  of  entry,"  reported 
It  with  an  amendment. 

Mr  Varncm,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider 
and  report  the  business  requisite  to  be  acted  on 
during  the  present  session,  made  a  report  in  part ; 
whicn  was  read. 

Saturday.  July  10.  — . 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  Theo- 
dore Barren  and  Nathaniel  Gilbert,  of  Norwich, 
in  the  district  of  Connecticut,  praying  to  be  dis- 
charged from  penalties  incurred  for  an  alleged 
violation  of  the  non-iraportation  law,  for  reasons 
slated  at  large  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read. 

The  four^  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  severally  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred   to  the  committee  who  have  under 
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ct  a>.dera?.on    he  bill,  entiiled  "Ao  act  for  the  I  ihe  enemy  .t  Detroit.    And,  no  amendment  l,«r 

af  es^meM  and  collect.on  of  direct  laxe.  and  in-  ing  been  proposed,  the  b.ll  was  ordered  to  be  en 

ttj  nal  dunes,"  10  consider  and  report  thereon.  grossed,  and  read  a  third  l.rae 

JA  message  from  the  Hou.e  of  Represenlaiives  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylob,  the   further  con- 

iijormed  Jhe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a  5iderauon  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dame   Ma 

bil  ent.t.ed  "An  act    laymg  duties  ou  carriages  caulay,   was   postponed    to  the   first  Monday   in 

fc|    tbe  onveyance  of  persons,"  ,a   which  they  Deceml^er  next.                                        iwonaay   m 

r^rioest  the  concurrence  of  ihe  Senate.  A  me>sage  from  the  House  of  Representaiires 

tea  h^se     n5;'ea"dlnr"      ""^  '"''  '"'  ''''''  'I'T.f  '•^^^"-l'^  '''''  "'^  House 'haTe^^ard 

^Pk^o  ^'i         .     ^  the  bill,  enlilled  "An  act  for  the  rt-liefof  Alei 

fh^  Senate  resumed,  as  .n  Committee  of  the  ander  Scott."  with  an  amendment,  io  which  they 

^hole,  the  consideration  of  Ihe  b.ll,  eni.iled 'An  request  the  concurrence"  of  the   Senate      Ther 

ar     for   the   assessment  and  collection  of  direct  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  -An  act  for  the  re  ief 

Ules.and  internal   duties;"  and  the  bill  bav.njf  of  Edw.n  T.  Salter  wh  i  te ;"  a  bfir  en  u  tied    .Aa 

b^n  lurther  amended,  the  Phe«,deni:  reported  .t  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  mi- 

to..heHcuse  accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered  to  l.tia  slain,  and  for  militia  d.saoled  in  the  ve  nee 

bs^end  a  ;tbird  tinie  as  amended.       .  of  the  United  States  ;"  also,  a  bill,  ent.fled  '  An 

l^lr.  Campbell,  from   the  commutee  to  whom  act  to  continue  in   force,  for  a  limited      me  cer 

,hf.,        r'r     ''  ^'"^^'^^'"^d  "An  act  to  prohibit  tain  acts  authorizing  cirps   of  ran^er^;   ,he 

h|  use  on  .censes,  or  pa.ses  granted  by  the  au-  ,  protection  of  the   frontier  of  the   United   S  ate 

thjityof  theG:3vernmentot    the  United  King-  and    making  appropriations  for    the    sa.ne-"    iii 

wl  fmendment''"  "'   '-'and,"  reported  ,t .  wh.ch^b.iu'the'y^'uest  the  concurrence  of  ihe 

j  i      The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 

Z  '■  Mo.NDAV,  July  12.  "^Zl  "1^'  ^"^  P^''*'''^  ^°  '''^  ''♦'cond  reading. 

it    -r"    '  .^  1  ne  benate  resumed,  as  in  Committer  df  iKp 

lei  n  wk'°''°"^'?  ^Tu'*^^^"™  the  commit-    Whole,  the  considerat.o'n  of  the  biH  ^t.U.d    An 
ler|tO;whc,m  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John    act  to  establish  the  town  of  Mobile  a  no     of  en 

!'h'Eil?ent  tl'ed  :a"^  '  '  1  "'"",""^  '''''         '^^^ '°?«'''- -*'»' '^e  amendment  repo'^^^ed  Irel 
ri»to  V     '.K  Anactlay.ngdut.esoncar-,  toby  the  select  comm.ttee;  and  the  amendment 

Lf  seln/^'  conveyance  of  persons,"  was  read  ,  hav.ng  been  adopted,  the  Phes.d^^t    eportT, 
-  nJ'  V    /  I     I'u"^  ''^''"''^   to  the  committee,    accordingly;  and  the  b.ll  was  ordered  to  be  re.H 
ap^idted    the  Gth    instant,  on   the   bill,  entitled    a  third  time  as  amended  ^ 

•A,,  act  for  the  assessrnent  and  collection  of  di-        The  Senate  resumed," as  in  Committee  of  iI.p 
TellrlVh^Von'   '"""^'  '^''"'^  ^°  '''''''''  "'^  I  .Y'"'^'  »^;,-"-^"--n  "^  the  bm'o"  o°Lba 

Ihe  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'A.  J  \t^\1  IrGT.:^:^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
fotthf  nssksmeiil  and  collection  of  direct  taie^    dora  of  Gteal  Britain  an     Ir.l.nJ  ,       ,..        T 
•4  ..H.ern.1  dotie."  were  reported  by  the  cotn-  j  .he  .™e„„„,'  reported   ,h  'retl;  bft  .e''^ 

L  ..or  9  MpL..  that  .be  bill  be  re- '  rratrf  [brb^luVa".  'P;^:^  '"'""  "- 
co.Jm  lledrfor  ("urlher  amoodoienl,  i.  was  de.er-  ,      Mr.  Kino   from  .he  coram  »ee  to  -h„„, 
».j.duo  t!,e  oega„ve-yea,  13,  nays  21,  as  fol-  I  referred  .he  b,ll."„',,,I,d   iirlc.  ,:°esTa,rbTh: 

1*        J  ^^         ^  I  office  of  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,"  reported 

^  ,  j'^'TT^Jf^*"-   Chare,  Dai^gett,   Dant,  German,  i  H  with  an  amendment. 

Srir'.h  xf'^*'"'"^^.'p  r*  ""™'^'  """'"'  ^^'""-        ""  ^'^"  ^^-P"^^^^   amendments  ,o  the  bill   en- 
be  JL  .b,  Ma.on.  and  Robm-on  titled  -'An  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auctfon 

.BuXk     cwill     ;  "T;  "?'•    ^^^"^•"*;.  **^^"^    ""^  merchandise,  and  If  ships  and  ve«els  '"also 

^  •  '0"ov\s.  ,  ..An  act  to  establish  the  town  of  Mobile  a  port  of 

entry;"  were  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 


Bro 

enti 


engrossed. 


CHESAPEAKE  AND   DELAWARE  CANAL. 
Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 


Y^A8---\?eMr8.   Anderson,  Bibb,    Bledsoe.   Brent, 

ro^n    Bullock.  Campbell.  Chare,  Condict,  Fromen- 

ti,>  .^aillard,  German,  Giles,  Gore,   Howell,   King, 

JLac.^k,4.eib,  .Morrow,  KobinHon,  .Stone,  Tail,  Tavlor,  , 

lur*,!r,Varnum,  Well*   and  WorthinirtnM 
N»T.i_vf^     >      '^"»,  anu  y>oriuingion.  .        '"'•  "UKatv.  irom  me  committee  to  whom  wtr 

M>inArj>,f  Th   f  ,\      u  II  I  '*^"  "^'"'e^j""  ine  oin  Ultimo,  together  With  the  act 

t2»  5       /  ?      P**"*  '^"''  a"i«^"Jments.  i  therein  communicated.made  the  following  report  • 

l!fe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  '      —  ^ 

VVhyle,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 

the  |aymeni  for  wagons  and  teams  captured  by 


'^ 


» 
I 

j. 


That,  on  the  5ih  of  March  lant,  the  (Joneral  Aasem- 
bly  of  the  State  of  P,.nn«ylvania  paaaed  an  act  author- 
umg  the  Gorernor  of  that  Commonwealth  to  subscribe 
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in  behalf  of  the  same,  three  hundred  and  heTenty-five 
•hareff  in  the  Che«apoake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany, if  the  United  ."^tatrs  shall  subscribe  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  shares,  the  State  of  .Maryland  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  shares,  and  the  State  of  Delaware  one 
hundred  shares,  in  the  same  company.  That  the  utihty 
and  importance  of  a  navigable  canal  over  the  isthmus 
which  separates  the  bays  of  C'hesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware, is  so  well  understood,,  and  so  universally  admit- 
ted, your  committee  have  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  say 
anything  in  addition  to  what  already  appcar»  in  the 
▼arious  reports  and  communications  hitherto  made  to 
Congress  on  this  subject.  The  cause  which  sufspended 
the  operations  of  the  company,  the  extent  and  nature 
of  the  canal,  the  progress  and  state  of  the  work,  the 
annual  8a%ing  to  the  community,  the  probable  revenue 
of  the  canal,  and  the  expenses  of  the  whole  work,  are 
so  ably  stated  and  estimated  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  public  roads 
and  canals,  of  the  2d  of  March,  A.  D.  1807,  that  y*ur 
committee  have  taken  the  liberty  to  introduce  here  that 
part  of  the  said  report  which  relates  to  this  particular 
subject. 

"III.    Dda-ware  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 
"  A  company  incorporated  by  the  States  of  Delaware 
and  Maryland  for  opening  this  canal  has  commenced 
its  operations,  now  suspended  for  want  of  funds. 

"  'i'he  canal  will  commence  at  Welsh  point,  on  Elk 
river — an  arm  of  the  Chesapeake — and  terminate  at  a 
distance  of  twenty-two  miles  on  (-hristiana  creek,  a 
branch  of  the  Delaware.  At  low  water,  the  depth  of 
water  in  Christiana  is  nine  feel,  and  in  Elk  twelve  feet, 
within  one  hundred  feet  from  the  shore.  The  tide 
rises  four  feet  in  both  rivers.  The  canal  might,  with- 
out increasing  the  distance,  be  conducted  to  Newcas- 
tle, on  the  Delaware  itself,  instead  of  ending  at  Chris- 
tiana creek. 

'•The  highest  intermediate  ground  over  which  the 
canal  will  be  carried,  on  a  level  of  thirteen  miles  in  I 
lengtk,  IS  seventy-four  feet  above  tide-water,  the  descent  1 
being  effected   by  nine  locks  on  each  side.     The  dig-  j 
ging  IS  generally    easy  ;    no  expensive    aqueducts  or  l 
bridges,  nor  any  other  obstacle,  but  those  which  have 
already  been  overcome  in  digging  the  feeder  through  a 
very  rocky  soil. 

•'  The  supply  of  water  drawn  from  Elk  river,  by  a 
feeder  six  miles  in  length,  (already  completed,  which 
is  itaelf  a  boat  canal  three  and  a  half  feet  deep,  united 
by  a  lock  of  ten  feet  lift  with  the  mam  canal,)  is  calcu- 
lated to  fill  daily  one  hundred  and  forty-four  locks — 
a  quantity  sufficient,  on  an  average,  for  the  daily  pas- 
sage of  twenty-four  vessels.  A  reservoir  covering  thirty, 
and  which  may  be  increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  will  supply  occasional  deficiencies.  Other  res- 
ervoirs may  be  added  ;  and  Christiana  and  White  Clay 
creeks  may  hereaftrr  be  brought  in  aid  of  Elk  river, 
if  the  supply  should  prove  too  scanty  for  an  increased 
navigation. 

"  The  canal  (twenty -six  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and 
fifty  at  the  top,  on  the  water  line,  being  dug  at  the 
depth  of  eighty  feet)  is  intended  for  vessels  forty  to  sev- 
enty tons,  drawing  seven  and  a  half  feet  water  ;  but 
the  banks  (twenty  feet  wide  for  towing-paths,  and  one 
of  which  may  be  converted  into  a  turnpike  rqaJ)  being 
raised  three  feel  above  the  level  of  the  waten  will,  by 
increasing  the  height  of  the  lock-gates  one  foot,  admit 
«  depth  of  nine  leet  of  water  in  the  canal,  at  which 
depth  It  would  perhaps  be  eligible  to  dig  at  once.  The 
locks  (eighty  feet  long,  eighteen  feet  wide,  and  eight 


or  nine  feet  deep  over  the  gate-sills,  containing  each 
eleven  thousand  five  hundred  to  thirteen  thousand  cubic 
feet  ot  water,  and  with  a  lift  of  eight  to  nine  feet  each) 
will  be  constructed  of  hewn  stone,  laid  in  tarras.  Those 
dimensions,  both  of  the  canal  and  locks,  recommended 
bv  Mr.  l^atrobe,  the  engineer  of  the  canal,  may  be 
adopted  in  all  the  other  canals  fur  sea-vessels  on  this 
line  of  communication. 

"  The  present  annual  carriage  across  the  peninsula, 
which  would  be  drawn  through  the  canal,  is  estimated 
at  fortv-two  thousand  tons,  exclusive  of  passengers. 
Thit  will  be  greatly  increased  by  the  facility  which  the 
canal  itself  will  afford  to  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  two  bays,  and  to  the  conveyance  of  arti- 
cles now  carried  through  other  channels,  or  too  heavy 
for  transportation  at  the  present  expense  of  carriage. 
The  coals  wanted  for  PhUadelphia,  and  which,  brought 
down  from  the  sources  of  the  Susquehannah  and  Poto- 
mac, but  principally  from  the  vicinity  of  Richmond, 
would  naturally  pass  through  the  canal,  have  been  alone 
estimated  at  more  than  one.  hundred  thousand  tons  a 
year.  The  annual  carriage  of  all  articles  may,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  population,  be  fairly  estimated  at 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons,  and  the  direct 
annual  saving  to  the  community  at  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars — being  at  tlie  rate  of  two  dollars  a  ton  for 
the  difference  between  land  and  water  carriage  across 
the  peninsula,  after  paying  the  tolls.  These,  at  the 
rate  of  fit\y  cents  a  Ion,  will  give  to  the  undertakers  a 
revenue  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  leaving,  after 
a  deduction  often  thousand  dollars  for  annual  repairs, 
and  of  ten  thousand  dollars  more  for  attendance  and 
contingencies,  a  net  income  of  fifty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

"  The  expenses  of  the  whole  work  are  estimated  at 
follows : 

"  Digging  twentv-two  miles,  at  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  a' mile  -         -         -         -$440,000 
"  Eighteen   locks,   at   ten   tliousand  dollars 

each 180,000 

(The  whole  lockage  being  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  feet,  would,  at  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  foot, 
amount  to  one  hundred  and»  eighty-five 
thousand  dollars.) 

Feeder,  (nearly  completed,)  reservoirs,  lock 
at  the  feeder,  purchase  of  water-rights  and 

land,  including  a  debt  of dollars  due 

by  the  company     .         .         -         -         -      230,000 


Total 


$8.50,000 


"  The  interest  on  which  sum,  at  six  per  cent.,  is  fifty- 
one  thousand  dollars. 

"The  capital  originally  subscribed  amounted  to  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  two  thousand 
shares  of  two  hundred  dollars  each.  One-half  of  these 
has  been  forfeited,  after  a  small  payment  of  five  dollars 
on  each  share.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars,  paid 
by  the  other  stockholders,  have  been  expended  in  pre- 
paratory measures,  in  the  purchase-  of  water-rights, 
and  in  digging  the  feeder,  which  was  considered  as  the 
most  difficult  part  of  the  work.  Seven  hundred  and 
filtv  thousand  dollars  are  still  wanted  to  complete  the 
work  ;  of  which  sum,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is 
payable  by  the  stockholders,  and  the  deficiency  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  must  be  drawn  from 
other  sources." 

From  this  report  of  the 'Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it 
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would  appear  that  the  aam  of  aeTen  hundred  and  fifty  |  the  committee  last  mentioned,   to  consider  and 

thouunJ  dollars  is  now  wanted  to  enable  the  companj     report  thereon. 

to  cpmplete  the  work.  The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 

OtjTiiB  sum,  there  w  already  subscribed,  and  win  T- Satterwhite,"   was  read   the  second    time 

payable  by  the  stockholders    -        -        -  $100,000    and   referred   to  a  select   committee,  to  consider 

Iltbe  State  of  Pennsylvania  subscribe  three  and  report  thereon.     Messrs.  Turner,  Howell, 

75,000  ,  and  Robi.nson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  King,  from   the  committee  to  whom  was 


.    hundred  and  seventy-five  share.s 

If  the  State  of  Maryland  subscribe  two  hun- 

\   dfed  and  fifty  shaies       .... 

|f  tl^  State  of  Delaware  subscribe  one  hun- 

.'  difed  shares    -         - 

If  the  United  States  subscribe  seven  hun- 

g  died  and  titly  shares       .         .         .         . 

^"       The  company  will  have      -        .         . 


50,000 

20,000 

150,000 

$395,000 


referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on 

sugar  refined  within  the  United  Slates,"  reported 

it  with  amendments.     He  also  reported   the  bill, 

[  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the 

conveyance  of  persons,"  without  amendment. 

I      Mr.  Anderson  submitted  the  following  motion 

i  for  consideration  : 

I  A  sum  which  will  enable  them  to  recommence  their  Kesolvtd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepreaenta- 
ijpeiations,  and,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Sec-  ^'P**  of  the  Inited  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
ietary  of  the  Treasury,  nearly  suflicient  to  complete  sembled.  That  a  joint  committee  of  l>oth  Houses  wail 
Uie  digging  of  the  main  canal.  j  on  'he  President  of  the  I'nited  States,  and  request  that 

Stould  this  public  aid  be  afforded,  your  committee  I  he  recommend  a  day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer, 
feel  |i  persuasion  it  would  give  a  new  impulse  to  the  '  *"  ^  observed  by  the  people  of  the  I'nited  States  with 
work,  reanimate  the  company,  inspire  the  community  religious  solemnity,  and  the  oHering  of  fervent  suppli- 
'^ithi  confidence,  induce  the  aid  of  individual  capital-  <"»tions  to  Almighty  (jod  for  the  salety  and  welfare  of 
^,!and  insure,  at  no  very  distant  period,  the  comple-    'h«»«  States,  his  blessing  on  their  arms,  and  the  speedy 


i^on  of  an  undertaking  of  great  national  as  well  as  local 
advantage  and  importance. 

y   The  l<«tenes8ot  the  session,  however,  and  the  nature 
af  the  business  which  at  present  engages  the  attention 


restoration  of  peace. 

>  BRITISH  LICENSES. 

The  Senate   resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


if  the  Senate,  renders  it  inexpedient  to  bring  this  suIh  i  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
^t  forward  during  this  session  of  Congress.  But,  |  th«  use  of  licenses  or  passes  granted  by  the  au- 
Jout  committee,  while  they  advise  a  postponement  of  j  thority  of  the  Government  of   the  United  King 


0e  0ubj«ct,  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  early  and 
iittewtive"  consideration  of  the  Senate,  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress. 

I   Tpey  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 
;    R^^olved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Pre- 
jidefit's  .Message  of  the  5ih  ultimo,  with  the  commu- 
'^icajion  accompanying  the  same,  be  postponed  to  the 
«exir  session  of  Congress. 

^  

r       •  TlESDAY,  July   13. 

;  The  fj?enate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 


dum  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee. 

0(1  motion  b^  Mr.  Gileh, 

To  strike  out  iff  first  section,  line  2%,  the  following 


words:  "And  any  ship,  vessel,  or  merchandise,  owned 

in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  the 

United  States,  or  of  the  Territories  thereof;  which  shall 

be  found  in  the  waters  or  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 

United    States,  having   or   using   a  license,   pass,   or 

other    instrument,  as   aforesaid,  shall    be  forfeited,  the 

one  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other 

,^Ti./-.i  1        .  I-.      half  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  give  informa- 

rtietpori»I  of  John   Gooding  and   others  ;    which  ,  ,;«„  thereof,  and  produce  or  procure  evidence  of   the 

^as^ adopted;   and    the   petitioners   had   leave    to  .  f.ct;  the  duties,  if  any,  which  may  \>e  payable  on  the 


vfithdraw  their  petition 

Tile  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
weat  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
potitled  ;'An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott." 
3  On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Giles, 
.  Hcsolred,  That  they  concur  therein,  with  the 
following  aiiiendinent;  strike  out  "  five  thousand," 
i/nd  insert  "  nine  thousand." 
;■  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act'' lo  provide  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  militia  slain,  and  for 
railitia  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
.f  tares, "was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
(b  t4ie  commiiiee  appointed,  on  the  27th  of  May, 
(tn  >o  much  of  tiie  Message  of  the  President  of 
f^e  Uni»ed  States  as  relates  to  the  Military  Es- 
l^bUshniient.  to  consider  and  jreport  thereon. 
*  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
lt)r  a  lifiiited  time,  certain  acts  authorizing  corps 
(<f  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
IJ^nued  $(ales.  and  making  appropriations  for  the 
i^rae."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 


importation  of  such  merchandise,  being  previously  paid 
or  deducted  from  the  proceeds  of  such  forfeiture." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
oays  20,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goldsbonjugh,  (Jore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  and  Wells. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Bullock,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condict,  Fromentin, 
Howell,  Laco<;k,  Leib,  .Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  accordingly,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 


Weonesday,  July  14. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  i*or  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  me- 
morial of  William  Tatham.  referred   to  him  on 
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the  18th  of  February  last;   and  the  report  was 
read. 

The  motion  made  yesterday  respecting  a  day 
of  public  humiliation  and  prayer  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  made  the  12th 
instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  (yongress. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  passes 
granted  by  the  authority  of  tlie  Government  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
was  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  third  reading  of 
this  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  town 
of  Mobile  a  port  of  entry,"  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  <  ngrossed  bill  authorizing  the  payment  for 
wagons  and  teams  captured  and  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  at  Detroit  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

LICE.NSES  TO  DISTILLERS. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  several  or- 
ders of  the  day  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  lax  bills.  Where- 
upon.the  Senate  proceeded  toconsider  tlieamend- 
ments  reported  tiy  the  select  committee  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
distillers  of  spirituous  liquors  j"  and.  having  in 
part  agreed  to  the  amendments  reported,  on  mo- 
tion, to  strike  out  the  seventh  section,  as  reported 
by  the  select  committee,  which  goes  to  the  limi- 
tation of  the  act  to  one  year  after  the  termination 
of  the  war  with  Great  Britain  ;  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  20,  hs  follows: 

Ykas— .Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
German,  Gilee,  Gilman,  Gore,  King,  Lambert,  .Mason, 
Stone,  Taylor,  and  Varnum. 

Nays— .Messrs.  .Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Bullock, 
Campbell,    Chace,    Condict,   Dana,    Gaillard,    Golds-  ^ 
borough,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Leib,  Mor-  | 
row,  Robinson,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Worthington.  j 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  V.\rnlm,  that  the  bill  be  1 
recommitted  to  the  original  committee,  with  in-  j 
structions  to  amend  the  act.  so  that  instead  of  a  i 
tax  upon  the  capacity  of  the  still,  the  same  shall 
be  laid  upon  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled  ;  it  | 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays 
13.  as  follows : 

YtAi— Messrs.  Brown,  Chase,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fro- 
mentin, (Jaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Mason,  Robinson,  Stone,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  .Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Bullock,  Campbell,  Condict,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthington. 


Thursoay,  July  15. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inlormed    the   Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 


tled ''An  act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
direct  taxes  and  internal  duties."  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate."  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  iha  allowance  of  forage  to 
officers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates."  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  in- 
ternal duties."  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  they  do  not  concur  therein. 
Tlie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Elisha  J.  Winter;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  ihePresident  reported  ittothe  House  ac- 
cordingly, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concern- 
ing suits  and  costs  in  courts  of  the  United  States. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly, 
and  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Ki.NG,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  laying  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors," 
reported  that,  owing  to  the  advanced  stage  of  the 
session,  the  length  of  time  that  will  be  wanted  to 
obtain  information,  and  to  modify  the  bill  accord- 
ing to  the  instruction  given  to  the  committee,  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  report  the  bill  so 
amended  during  the  session;  and  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  be  discharged.  Wtiereupon, 
ibe  committee  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  J.  Winter, 
and  the  bill  concerning  suits  and  costs  in  courts 
of  the  United  States,  were,  by  the  committee,  re- 
ported correctly  engrossed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  certain  duties 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
lime. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  office  of  Commis.Nioner  of  the 
Revenue,"  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendment,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amendeJ. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchan- 
dise and  of  ships  and  vessels,"  together  with  the 
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*  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
j  raitte?;  and.  having  agreed  lo  the  amendments. 
i  the  President  reported  the  bill  accordingly,  and 

>  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  motion  made  the  13th  instant,  respecting 
i  a  day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer,  wa.«:  read 

*  the  svcond  lime;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  it 
l  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  de- 
t  termitied  in  the  affirmative. 

I  BRITISH  LICENSES. 

■s  The  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses 
;  or  pajses  granted  by  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 

>  ernmtnt  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
j  and  Ireland  was  read  a  third  time  and  the  blank 
i  filled. 

I  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gile.s,  that  the  bill  be  re- 
^  comn^iited  for  further  amendment,  it  was  deier- 
T  mined  in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  18,  as 
I.  follows: 

t  Yka^ — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana.  Fromentin,  Germin, 
\  Giles,  Gilraan,  Golilsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 

*  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Stone. 

i  Nirs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
»  Ballock,   Campbell,  Chace,  Condict,  Gaillard,  Howell, 

*  Lacoclj,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
:  VarnuiQ,  and/Worthington. 

,  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
(  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  12. 
»  as  follows: 

V  Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
?  Brown.  Bullock.  Campbell,  Chace,  Condict,  Fromentin, 

*  Gaillaid.  Howell.  Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson, 
»  Stone,  Tait,  Tajlor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worth- 
t  ington; 

;.WAii»— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
mim,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
LiMnbert,  and  Mason. 

J      '^Retolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
>   thereof  be  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses 
'-   or  passes  granted  by  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment oi  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
-and  Ireland." 
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:    j,    '  i  Friday,  July  16. 

Mr.;DAGGETT  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Gi  Q,uarenburg,  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Sweden, 
and  Cjipiain  of  the  Swedish  brig  Catherina.  now 
ioUhejport  of  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
;     netticut,  stating  that,  on  the  25ih  of  May  last,  the 
}.\  said  btig,  with  her  cargo,  was  seized  by  the  col- 
;  le(;tor  of  said  port,  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the 
w  ncm  in)portaiion  laws ;  and  praying  to  be  released 
frijm  aJl  fine.«,  pcnaliies,  and  forfeitures,  incurred 
in  conj^equence  thereof,  for  reasons  staled  at  large 
in'the -petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to°a 
-select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
:  by.  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Dao&et  r,  Bul- 
lock, iind  Gore,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Ou  -motion,  by  Mr.  Stone,  the  report  of  the 
.  Secretary  for   the  Department  of  War,  on   the 
mi'mo.'ial  of  William  Taiham,  together  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  was  referred  to  a  select 
ccinmutee.  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or.  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Stone,  Mason,  and 
Varnum,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  regulate  the  al- 
lowance of  forage  to  officers  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  bill  estab- 
lishing a  district  court  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Fromen- 
tin, Brown,  and  Bullock,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors  ;"  and.  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  accordingly,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa 
act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
of  persons." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  strike  out  the 
seventh  section,  which  goes  to  the  limitation  of 
the  act  to  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  10,  nays  21,  as  follows  : 

Vkis — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
Giles,  Gore,  Kmg,  Mason,  Taylor,  and  Varnum. 

^Avs — .Messrs.  .Anderson,  Bled80«,  Brent,  Bullock, 
Campbell,  Chace,  Condict,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Gilman, 
Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mor- 
row, Robinson,  Stone,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 
And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered 
lo  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  further  referring  to  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  to  whom  il  was  referred 
to  consider  and  report  when  an  adjournment  may 
probably  take  place,  to  consider  and  report  as  to 
the  time  when  it  will  be  advisable  Congress 
should  again  meet  alter  the  close  of  the  present 
session,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  thrice  read 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  for  the  remission  of  certain  duties  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts, 
was  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establi^h  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue."  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation and  prayer,  having  been  reported  by  the 
commiltee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  llie  third 
time  and  passed,  as  follows: 

'*  It  being  a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  time  of 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly  to  ac- 
knowledge our  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and  to 
implore  his  aid  and  protection :  therefore, 

'^Rtaolred  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepreaent- 
ativeg  of  the^  Vnited  States  of  America,  in  t\mgrtts 
assembled.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both    Houfes 
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wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  State*  and  request 

that  be  recommend  a  day  of  public  humiliation  and 
prayer,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United 
■States  with  religious  solemnity,  and  the  offering  of  fer- 
vent supplications  lo  .Almighty  God  for  the  safety  and 
welfare  of  these  States,  his  blessing  on  their  arms,  and 
the  speedy   restoration  of  peace." 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  J. 
Winter  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  concerning  suits  and  cost?. 
in  court."  of  the  United  Slates  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise 
and  of  ships  and  vessels,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Chace,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  original 
committee,  for  further  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  from  thecommiltee  last  mentioned, 
reported  the  bill  with  further  amendments ;  which 
were  read  and  agreed  to  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whok.  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on 
sugar  refined  in  the  United  States."  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee,  and.  having  agreed  to  amend  the 
bill,  the  President  reported  it  accordingly,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 


Saturday,  July  17. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  tc  authorize  the  trans- 
portation of  certain  documentsfree  from  postage;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  ou  li- 
censes to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  aud 
foreign  merchandise  ;''  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  .second  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning 
evidence  in  case«  of  naturalization. 

Mr.  Turner,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Edwin  T.  Salterwhile,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Hall  Storm,  reported  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress;  and  ihe  report  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib.  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  allowance  of  forage  to  officers 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States."  was  referred 
10  the  committee  appointed  the  27ih  May,  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  the  Military  Establish- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Richard  Ward, 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe,  the  fuciher  con- 


sideration thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
persons,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime 
as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey, 
^That  this  bill  be  recommilted,  and  that  the  committee 
be  instructed  to  reduce  the  taies  on  the  fifth  and  sixth 
grades  of  carriages  in  as  great  a  proportion  as  they 
have  becB  reduced  on  the  first,  second,  third,  and 
fourth  grades ;  or  in  case  they  deem  it  inexpedient  to 
reduce  the  taxes  on  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  4hat 
they  report  the  same  with  the  same  rates  of  taxes  it 
contained  when  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives :" 

Il  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  19,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Condict.  Daggett,  Dana,  German, 
Goldsborough,  Horaey,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Lambert, 
Leib,  and  Mason. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Bul- 
lock, Campbell,  Chace,  Fromentin,  Giles,  Gilmarf, 
Gore,  Howell,  King,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
20.  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Bul- 
lock, Chace,  Condict,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German, 
Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rough, Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  and 
.Mation. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  . 
liquors,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee- 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended? 
it  was  deiermined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22, 
nays  9,  as  follows  : 

YiAa — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Bul- 
lock, Campbell,  Chace,  Condict,  Fromentin,  Gaillard. 
German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Howell,  Lacock,  Mason,  Mor- 
row, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  WorthingtoH. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  and  Stone. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  duties  on  sugar  retined  within  the  United 
States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  commiltee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yea,«! 
20,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Ykab — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Bol- 
lock, Campbell,  Chace,  Condict.  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Howell,  Lacock.  l^ib.  Morrow,  Tait,  Taylor, 
i  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 
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NAT.-Me~ni.  Daftretl.  Dana,  Gilman.  Goldabo-  [      The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  li- 
ro«gh:Gofe,  Horsey,  Hunter,    King,  Lambert,  and    cense,  to  retailers  of  wine,,  spirituous  liquors,  and 


S^one.; 

iiehhed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmeDts. 

Thi;  au^endments  to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act 
lavtinjf  ducies  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise, 
anrt  djf  ships  and  vessels,"  having  been  reported 
byithti  comrnutee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
wijs  r^?ad  ti  third  time  as  amended. 

*])n  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed V  ii  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
21,  n»ys  li,  as  follows: 

Yi4»— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Bul- 
lock. Oampbell,  Chace,  Condicl,  P>omentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  G;le«,  Howel!,  Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow,  Tajt, 
Taylor,  Tu^-ner,  Varnum,  and  VVorthington. 

N A t«— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rouf(b.  Gon:.  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Maaon, 
and  Sione.  ' 

'et'4ve<^.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 


f 
I 


Mo.NDAY,  July  19. 

Mr.;ANi(»EH80N,  fiom  the  committee  to  whom 
wa»^  rtjferrid  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  continue 
in  (orc|e.  for  a  limited  time,  certain  acts  authon- 
zinj(  cprps  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the 
froj.tujr  of;  the  United  States,"  and  making  ap- 
prc^rijitiotis  for  the  same,  reported  it  without 
anfenf|mei<t.  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

He  ttlso  reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  allowance  of  forage  to  officers  in  the 
Ar^y  of  tlje  United  States,"  without  amendment. 

^rderea.  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

\V-  Da.xja  a.>ked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bfjl  (poncjemiog  evidence  in  cases  of  naturali- 
zati;^n  ,  anil  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  sec- 
oocTreiining. 

Kir.  Blepsoe  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  coiisidt-raiion. 

'\Jie4oive4,  by  the  iknate  and  Houte  of  Repreaenla- 
tivfs  oJ)the  J'nited  Stoics  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
terriPUt*,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
PetTisylranja  Academy  of  Fine  ArU  be,  and  they  are 
herVrby, 'authorized  to  cause  to  be  removed  from  the 
Cajitolj  at  the  City  of  Washington,  and  placed  in  waid 
Acatleniy,  the  portrait*  of  the  late  King  and  (^ueen  of 
Francer  aubject  to  any  future  dwpoaition  thereof  by 
Conrgre»i«." 

Mr.  Gaill.\rd  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Ev#rinjfliam  and  others,  owners  of  private  armed 
Tesyels  praying  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  prize 
gocils,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition  ; 
whjch  was  read. 

Mr.  Dana  submitced  the  followijg  motion  for 
consideration  : 

f^solked.  That  it  is  expedient  to  determine  and  pro- 
vide-by  law.  that  all  acU  or  parta  of  acts  expressly  in- 
terdfcti^g  the  entrance  of  waters  of  the  L'nited  States 
to  ajty  foreign  vessels,  or  expressly  prohibiting  com- 
mcrfe  tvith  any  foreign  dominions,  or  in  productions 
ther  !of,  ahali  be  considered  us  involved  in  the  state  of 
war  now  existing  between  the  L'nited  States  and  Great 
Britain,  and.  shall  cease  to  operate  in  the  event  oi  a 
gen«ia|  irucp  or  peace  between  the  two  countriea. 


foreign  merchandise,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  leferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the 
transportation  of  certain  documents  free  from 
postage,''  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
win T.  Satterwhife,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies  ;  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bank- 
ers, and  certain  companiea  ;  and  on  bills  of  ex- 
change of  certain  descriptions;''  also,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt  • 
granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and 
allowances  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the 
fisheries;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Au  act  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States,"  re- 
ported it  with  amendments. 


Tuesday.  July  20. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Fro- 
MENTiN  be  the  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States 
with  the  resolution  respecting  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation and  prayer. 

Mr.  Fromentin.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  establishing  a  district  court 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Andekson.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
tor  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  slain,  and 
for  mihtia  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  amended. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on 
notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies; 
on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by 
banks,  and  bankers,  and  certain  companies  ;  and 
on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions  ;"  also, 
the  bill, entitled  "An  act  layinga  duty  on  import- 
ed salt;  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  ex- 
ported, and  allowances  to  certain  vessels  employ- 
ed in  the  fisheries,"  were  severally  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  who 
have  under  consideration  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties,"  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
'•  An  act  concerning  suits  and  costs  in  courts  of 
the  United  Stales,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
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they  request  the  concurrence  of  tha>6enate  ;  also, 
the  bill  entitled  ''  An  act  6up()lementary  to  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  thejr  request  the  concurrence  of  (he 
Sena.e.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  giving  further  time  for  registering  claims  to 
lands  in  the  late  district  of  Arkansaw.  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  'An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act 
regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board  private 
armed  ships;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  David  Henley  ;"  also,  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress;" in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  first  mentioned  as  brought  up 
for  concurrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  suits  and  costs  in 
courts  of  the  United  States;"  and  concurred 
therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  regulate  the  al- 
lowance of  forage  to  officers  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States."  wa^  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force; 
for  a  limited  time,  certain  acts  authorizing  corps 
of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  Siaies,  and  making  appropriations  for  the 
s>ame,"  was  read  .1  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  evidence  in  cases  of  natu- 
ralization was  read  the  second  time. 

The  motion  made  yesterday  respecting  the 
acts  interdicting  the  entrance  of  waters  of  the 
United  States  to  any  foreign  vessel*  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  motion  made  yesterday  respecting  the 
portraits  of  the  late  King  and  Q,ueen  of  France 
was  read  tha  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Messr.s.  Bledsoe,  Giles,  and  Chace,  were  ap- 
pointed the  cooimitiee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee  ;  and,  hav- 
ing agreed  to  the  amendments  with  amendments, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.VARM'M,  to  strike  out.  1st  line. 
Isl  section,  "  3  000,000,"  and  insert,  "2,000,000," 
the  sum  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  4,  nays  25,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Y«AS — Messrs.  Gore,  Hunter.  Mason,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown.  Campbell,  Chacc,  Condict,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Gilman,  Horsey,  Howell,  King, 
Lacock,  Lambert,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Stone, 
Tail,  Turner,  and  VVorthington. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out  the 
third  section,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  question 
by  yeas  and  nays;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib. 
it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  July  21. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock.  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  tlie  bill,  en- 
titled *'An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization  ;"  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Lacock,  Dana,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  that  the  bill  concern- 
ing evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization  be  now 
considered,  it  was  objected  to. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Repri'sentatives 
fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress 
was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Li;:iB  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  revise 
the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Woole,  the  consideretion  of  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  Uni- 
ted States;"  and  the  question  recurring  on  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  12.  nays  17,  as 
follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Dana.  German,  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  (iore.  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib,  Masoii, 
Robinson,  and  V^arnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb.  Bledsoe,  Campl)ell,  Chace, 
Condict,  Fromentin,  Gaillard.  Giles,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Worthington. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  GiLEii  to  expunge 
the  sixth  and  seventh  sections;  and  Mr.  King 
called  for  a  division  of  the  question;  and  which 
was  accordingly  taken  on  striking  out  the  sixth 
section,  which  empowers  the  States  to  vary  the 
quotason  their  respectivecounties  raort  equitably; 
and  it  was  determined  in  the  negativt' — yeas  12, 
navs  19.  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Golds- 
borough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Stone,  Turner, 
and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Blednoe.  Brown. 
Campbell,  Chace,  Condict,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Gore, 
Howell,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question  to  strike  out  the  seventh  sec- 
tion, which  empowers  the  States  respectively  to 
pay  their  quotas  in  the  Treasury,  allowing  a  pre- 
mium thereupon,  and  providing  in  that  case  that 
the  assessors  and  collectors  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment shall  stay  proceedings;  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  S,  nays  23,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Mason,  and  Stone. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\nderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Campbell,  Chase,  Condict,  Fromentin,  (Jaillard,  Gore, 
Howell,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Leib,  .Morrow,  Ro- 
binson, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

And  tiie  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  accordingly,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 
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Mr,  KiVG.  from  ihe  committee  to  whom  wis 
reterr.^(l  it^e  biil.  entitled  "Aq  act  laying  a  duty 
onjinsported  salt,  granting  a  bounty 'on  picklt-d 
fish  exporced,  and  allowances  to  certain  vessels 
eniployed  in  the  fisheries,"  reported  it  with  an 
amenUmeAt.  He  also  reported  amendments  to 
the-  bi?l.  entitled  ''An  act  laying  duties  on  notes 
of^yki.  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  on 
Doqes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks, 
baijkeiJs,  arid  certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of 
ex(^ha,^ge  qf  certain  descriptions  ;"  also  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '"An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  re- 
tai^rsi  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
nitfjchandipe." 

GOVER.NMENT  LOAN. 


The  baJance  wiich  will  remain  in  the 
TreMury  on  3lBt  of  December  next,  id 
estimated  to  amount  to  about  2,000,000 
of  dollars.  As  this  amount  is  aomewhat 
larger  than  may  be  necessary  to  b« 
permanently  retained  in  the  Treajury, 
there  may  be  applied  from  it  towards 
the  demands  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  1814,  the  sum  of  - 

Making,  together 

And  will  leave  to  be  furnished  by  the  loan 


250,000 

$2,000,000 
5,600,000 

$7,500,000 

I,    R,_„   „ .   J    .L      r  11  .  '^^*  whole  sum,  therefore,  for  which  it  is  conceired 

froli  the  ^creTv  n/X  T '*"'    '^"""^'"^  '^"^^  j  ^''^'ble  that  an  authority  sh;>uld  now  be  g.vTnTtJe 

froti  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  :  President  to  obuin,  on  loan,  before  the  close  of  the 

TaKisiBT  Depibtmikt,  I  present  year,  is  seven  millions  five  hundred  thousand 

'  July   19,    1813.       '  <Jo"ar8;  of  ahich  it  is  estimated  that  two  millions  may 

»ia  :   I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of    be  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  and   the 

thea7th  inaant,  inquiring  what  further  provision  is  '  residue  towards  the  supply  for  the  service  of  the  year 

■^~\deeM6d  necessary  to  be  made,  during  the  present  ses-     1814.  ^ 

siou  of  Congress,  for  meeting  the  public  engagemenU,  i       If  th««  loan  shall  be  authorized,  a  sufficient  sum  from 

and  deryaymg  the  public  expenditures.  ,  its  proceeds  may  probably  be   brought  into  the  Trea- 

l^  the  report  made  from  this  Department  to   Con-     »"ry,   in   the  course  of  the  present  year,  to  take  the 

^     ^^A^  ""  ^^*   '*^  '^^  "^""^  '"*^'  ^^*  raeans  already  pro-     P'ace  of  two  millions  of  dollars  of  the  Treasury  notea 

vs  vid<vl  fi.r  the  service  of  this  year  was  stated  to  be  suf-     authorized  to  be  issued,  and  Uken  into  the  forra'er  e««ti- 

fici.int,  exclusive  of  any  addiUonal  expenditures  which     mates  as  a  part  of  the  resources  of  the  present  year. 

ttifipt  be  found  necessary  on  account  of  the  War  and     A  special  authonty    U)   make  a  loan   for  this  purpose 

JVavy  Department*.     New  and  additional  expenditures     was  suggested  as  proper  to   be  granted   by  Congress, 

are  tjontem  plated  in  those  Departments,  amounting  to     »»  the  report  to  that  body  of  the  second  of  June  last;* 

nearly  a  million  of  dollars,  and  calls  of  mihtia  in  va-     anJ  the  necessity  for  it  arose  from  the  consideration' 

rioujs  parts  cf  the  United  States,  which  have  already     *'•-'    ■'"'' "  '  ' 

tak«^Q  place,  and  which  will  probably  be  repeated  be- 
fore: the.  closo  of  the  present  year,  may  require  a  mil- 
lion'Df,.1olIars  more.  An  additional  sum  of  about  two 
mdlfons  may  therefore  be  considered  as  necessary  to 
secure  the  public  service,  during  the  remainder  of' the 
yea».  from  d«flay  and  embarrassment. 

Aji  the  loaji  for  the  service  of  the  year  1814  cannot 
wit]|  convenience,  be 
yea^to  meet  the  demi 


that,  if  live  millions  of  dollars,  being  the  whole  amount 
of  th<?«e  notes  authorized  to  be  issued  for  the  service  of 
this  year,  should  be  actually  issued  before  lU  cloae, 
there  would  be,  at  that  tinve,  in  circulation,  the  sum  of 
seven  millions  of  dollars — a  sum  greater,  considering 
the  limited  state  of  our  commerce,  and  the  small 
amount  of  custom-house  bonds  which  will  then  remain 

^...v^  ^,  ....t  ,ti.i   IOI-.  (.niiiiui.   ,  outstanding,  and  to  the  payment  of  which   they  ar« 

be   made  sulTiciently  early  in  that    applicable,  than  might  perhaps  be  maintained  in  cir- 

;mands  which  must  be  sustained  hy  i  culation,  without  some  difFirulty  or  depreciation.     In 


:_     "/!*"*"''y  a'  ita  commencement,  it  is  proposed  that     ^h«  months  of  January  and  February,  1814.  near  two 

of  two  mdlions  aboveinenlion-  '  millions  of  dollars  of  Treasury  notes,  issued  under  the 


in  addition  to  the  sum  _. „..„ ^.v...v..«v,..-  .,  .„„ „..„,, 

ed,  !jir  the  present  year,  a  loan  should  now  be  author-  i  *cl  of  June  30,  1812,  will  be  "paid  off;  and  if"lh"e  issu" 
ized, sufficient,  with  the  sums  receivable  from  the  re-  '"K  of  that  amount  of  thoM  notes,  authorized  by  the 
veniv.?,  to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  three  first  !  act  of  February.  25.  1813,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
moDj^i,  af  th«  year  1814.  1813.  can  be  pi>stponed  till  that  time,  as  it  may  be,  if 

i  ;♦«   demands   upon  the   Treasury  for  those  threa  \  ^be  loan  now  proposed  should  l>e  authorized,  they  will 

I  merely  take  the  place  of  the  others,  and  the  amount  in 
j  circulation  not  exceed  what  a  steady  and  effective  de- 
$400,000     mand  requires. 

It  is  not  perceived  that  any  provisions  are  necessary 
in  the  law  for  authorizing  the  loan,  at  the  present  lime, 
different  from  those  contained  in  the  act  of  February 


mon^Jisare  estimated  ax  follows,  to  wit: 

For  nvil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 
euienses 

For  Jmblic  debt,  exclusive  of  Treasury 
n<J.es  and  interest  thereon,  falling  due 
imthe  months  of  January  and  Februa- 
ryj  1814,  which  will  be  provided  for  out 
ofjthd  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for 
th<'  year  \H\:i 

For  ^e  War  and  Navy  Departments 


V 
V 


i.ioo.ood ' 

6,000,000  j 
$7,500,000 


The'wnount  receivable  from  the  custom- 
luiiae  duties,  during  that  period,  may 
beycstimated  at  - 

Froi*>  sales  oi  public  lands,  and  from  the 
internal  duties  which  will  go  into  ope- 
ra^ot^  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1814 


8lh,  1813,  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
auteen  millions  of  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

W.  JONES. 
Ading  Sfcretary  of  the  Trearury. 
Hon.  William  W.Tj.bb, 

Acting  Chairman  Corn,  of  Vt'aya  <f  Meant. 


$1,500,000  1 


250.000 


t 

m 


Thdhsday,  July  22. 
Mr.  German  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Jumel.  and  others,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  stating  that  thev  are  holders  of  drafts  to  a 
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considerable  amount  of  Bartholomew  Shaura- 
burg,  deputy  quartermaster  general  at  New  Or- 
leans, on  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  have  been 
protested  for  non-acceptance  and  non-payment, 
and  asking  relief;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Lacock,  frotn  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the 
subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization."  re- 
ported concurrence  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  lime  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  of- 
fered, it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  United 
States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime 
as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore,  that  the  bill  be  re- 
commiued,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  just 
and  equal  apportionment  of  the  tax  imposed  by 
this  act,  on  the  several  counties  or  districts  with- 
in each  State,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  9,  nays  22.  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Dana,  German.  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  and  Mason. 

Nats — Meaars.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Campbell,  Chase,  Condict,  Fromentin,Gaillard,  Giles, 
King,  Lacock,  Leib,  .Morrow,  Robin«on,  Smith,  Stone, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  V'arnum,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  afiirrnative — yeas 
2U,  nays  11.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Meaars.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Campbell,  Chase,  Condict,  Fromentin,  (Jaillard,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Duna.  Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert.  Ma*oii,uStone,  and 
Varnum. 

Jiesolced,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  mes.^age  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  J.  Winter."  with 
amendmeiiis,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States'  brig  Vixen;"  a  bill, 
entitled  'An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Dufour  and  his  associates;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time 
for  registering  claims  to  lands  in  the  late  district 
of  Arkansaw,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  and  explain  the  act  regulating  pensions  to 
persons  on  board  private  armed  ships;"  and  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Hen- 
ley," were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

I3lh  Con.   1st  Sess.— 3 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^hole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendmeat^  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  on  motion  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing words,  section  4,  "  on  retailers  of  merchandise 
other  than  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars,"  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays 
18.  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Measrs.  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  GeroiaD, 
GUman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kuig,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Mason,  and  Varnum. 

^''ats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Campbell, 
Chaee,  Condict,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Robinson,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Wella, 
and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  further  to  amend  the 
bill,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  question  by  yeas 
and  nays. 


Friday,  July  23. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise." 

Mr.  Leib  withdrew  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, and  submitted  the  following r 

On  retailers  of  merchandise,  other  than  wines  and 
spirits,  whose  stock  shall  not  exceed  at  any  one  time 
two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  collector, 
two  dollars. 

And  the  question  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  10,  nays  11.  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Campbell,  Dana, 
Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Leib,  Taylor,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chase,  Condict,  Fromentin,  GUes, 
Gore,  King,  Stone,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wor- 
thington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  accordingly,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  authorize  the  raising 
a  corps  of  sea  fencibles."  with  an  amendment; 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  ordnance;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  to 
provide  for  calling:  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in 
force  for  those  purposes,  and  to  increase  the  pay 
of  volunteer  and  militia  corps;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned,  together  with 
the  three  bills  brought  uj)  yesterday,  were  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 
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Proceedings. 


Senatb. 


:iT|»e  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
triJDfiporiation  of  certain  documents  free  of  post- 
aj^e,'!  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
at:d,^o  amendment  having  been  offered,  by  unan- 
iti|oiis  cdnsent,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
a'i^-d  passed. 
iH^solvKd,  That  this  bill  pass. 

lOrdertd,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
oj;  Representatives  accordingly. 

.^l)e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WhiMe.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aii  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and 
Ct^tain  companies;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obliga- 
ti^rni,  discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain 
^•sclipticins ;"  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
bijrtrd  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

•;  Oil  moaion,  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
roitfee,  a[nd  strike  out  of  section  two,  line  four, 
tiie  wortj  "  two,"  and  insert  ''one,"  which  will 
rwjuce  t|ie  annual  compensation  for  stamps  on 
bank  paper  to  one  and  an  half  per  cent.,  it  was 
(hf^terminied  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  12, 
a-,  follows : 

YiAS — ^Messrs.    Bibb,    Brown,    Dana,    Fromentin, 
Geruian,  (jiies,  Gilman,  GolJsborough,  Gore,  Horsej, 

?unter,    King,   Lambert,  Leib,  Maaon,  Smith,  Stone, 
aruum,  and  Well*. 
I  Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Campbell,  Con- 
'  4'Ct,  Chace,  Lacock,  Morrovr,  Kobinson,  Tait,  Taylor, 
jTuirner,  »nd  Worthington. 

i  And  the  other  amendments  reported  by  the 
jelect  coimmittee  having  been  agreed  to,  and  the 

(iU  further  amended,  the  further  consideration  of 
\e  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  kienate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
jfcVhole,  ithe  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  laj'ing  a  duty 
Iniimported  salt;  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled 
^sl^  exp<)rted,  and  allowances  to  certain  vessels 
im'ployed  in  the  fisheries;"  and,  the  amendment 
^eportett  by  the  select  committee  having  been 
ifis^greed  to,  and  no  other  amendment  offered, 
jfhe  President  reported  the  bill  accordingly,  and 
tt  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime. 

*  The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
Jnent  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
biU';  entitled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  J. 
iW*interJ"  and  concurred  therein. 

'  They; also  considered  the  amendment  of  the 
SHouse  !of  Representatives    to  the    bill,  entitled 

"An  acv  to  authorize  the   raising  a  corps  of  sea 

feojcible^i"  and  concurred  therein. 
V-        '  — _— 

<i 

'i 

fj  Saturday,  July  24. 

':     The  President  communicated  the  memorial 

loflchatod  B.  Crane,  and   of  Roger  Jones,  cap- 

•ta)ns  iri  the  Array  of  the  United  States,  repre- 

ilsenting:  that  their  rights  have  been   invaded  as 

!:sc>ldiers  and   their  feelings  wounded,   by  undue 

v'ptomotjons   of  junior  officers;  and    praying  re- 

i  dress  ;  and  the  memorials  were  read,  and  referred 

:  to  a  select  committee,  to   consider   and    report 

MlIi?reon;  and  Messrs.  Worthington,  Giles,  and 

;  OoNDicT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

■'.'  :The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

•  *         1 


laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
enijrossed,  the  Mil  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
16,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Yka« — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Condict,  Fromentin,  Gailiard,  Giiea,  How- 
ell, Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  and 
Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Mason,  Stone,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 

Heaolred,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  a  duty  on  im- 
ported salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  ex- 
ported, and  allowancestocerlain  ves.sels  employed 
in  the  fisheries,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed — yeas  20,  nays  10,  as  follows  : 

Y«A8 — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Condict,  Fromentin,  Gaiilard,  German, 
Gilea,  Howell,  Lacock,  Leib,  Mason,  Morrow,  Robin- 
son, Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Stone,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  supplementary  to  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib.  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Leib,  Giles, 
and  King,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Robinson.  Horsey, 
and  Mason,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and 
certain  companies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of 
certain  descriptions." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  strike  out  "fifty," 
and  insert  -'one  hundred,"  in  line  32,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative  ;  and.  on  his  motion  to 
strike  out,  from  lines  48  and  49.  the  words  "  and 
not  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars."  and  also 
lines  50,  51,  52.  53,  54,  and  55,  to  the  word  '•  pro- 
vided." iu  the  56th  line,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborouqh,  to  strike 
out.  from  the  word  'exceeding,"  in  the  StJth  line, 
to  the  words  'and  cents,"  inclusive,  in  the  39th 
line,  and  insert,  "five  hundred  dollars  twelve  and 
a  half  cents,"  and  by  that  .scale  of  graduation  to 
reduce  the  stamp  duties  respectively  described, 
as  far  as  the  word  "  provided,"  in  the  56lh  line, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  13,  nays 
18,  as  follows : 

VsAS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Dana,  German.  Gilman,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  I^eib,  Ma- 
son, Smith,  and  Wells. 

Na IS— Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Bullock,  Campbell,  Chace. 


Condict,  Fromentin,  Gaiilard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  Robinson,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
num, and  Worthington. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  seven  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Willet  Warne;"also.  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  collec- 
tion of  internal  duties,  and  for  the  appointment 
and  compensation  of  assessors ;"  and  a  resolu- 
tion fixing  the  time  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congrefcs  ;  in  which  bills  and  res- 
olution they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  resolution  fixing  the  time  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

■  • 

Monday,  July  26. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum 
not  exceeding  seven  tniUions  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,"  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  King  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  terms  upon  which  the  loan  made 
in  pursuance  of  ".\n  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum 
not  exceeding  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,"  parsed  the 
eighth  day  of  February  last,  has  been  obtained  or  con- 
tracted for,  together  with  a  copy  of  such  contract. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the 
subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization." 
reported  them  amended. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Re»ohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  au- 

thoriicd  to  receiTe dollars  in  addition  to  his  usual 

compensation,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this 
House,  and  to  pay,  out  of  the  same  fund,  the  sum  of 

dollars  to  each  of  the   clerks  in  his  office  ;  and 

dollars  to   the   Doorkeeper,  and  dollars  to 

the  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  in  addiUon  to  their  usual 
compensation,  being  for  extra  services  during  this  spe- 
cial session,  also,  to   Robert  Tweedy,  Benjamin   G. 

Bowen,    and   Tobias    Simpson,  dollars   each,  in 

addition   to  their    usual    allowance;  and    to    Charles 

Tims dollars  for  his  services  during  the  session  ; 

and  the  motion  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and 
certain  companies;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obliga- 
tions, discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain 
descriptions,"  were  reported  by  the  coaimiiiee 
correctly  engrossed. 


T0B8DAT,  July  27. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  pe- 
j  tition  of  Stephen  Jumel.  and  others,  referred  to 
him  on  the  22d  instant;  and  the  report  was  read. 
I  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
I  Bryce,  merchant,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
j  praying  to  be  released  from  certain  bonds  to  the 
j  United  States,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the 
j  petition;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to 
some  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  following  bills:  the  bill,  entitled 
'•An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the 
United  Suie?;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise."  •  They  have 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  owners  of  the  ships  called  the  Good  Friend.s, 
the  Amazon,  and  the  United  States,  and  their 
cargoes,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
sale  of  sundry  lots,  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  borough  of  Pittsburg;"  also,  a  bill, 
enti'led  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Lyon;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Skelly,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  merchant, 
stating  that  he  was  owner  of  the  brigantine  called 
the  Meteor,  and  that  the  said  brigantine  was  cap- 
tured by  a  British  armed  vessel  whilst  on  her 
return  to  the  United  States,  and  illegally  con- 
demned in  the  British  High  Court  of  Admiralty; 
and  praying  relief;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was 
referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bledsoe,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  motion  respecting  the  portraits 
of  the  late  King  and  (iueen  of  France,  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee, 
which  was  amended;  and 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  in  the  amendment 
with  amendment. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives fixing  the  time  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  was  read  a  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  ordnance;"  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
now  in  force  for  those  purposes,'  and  to  increase 
the  pay  of  the  volunteer  and  militia  corps,"  were 
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read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
ntittfe  appointed  on  the  27ih  May,  on  so  oiuch 
oC  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  as  relates  to  the  Military  Establishment, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

PThe  bikl  Irom  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Willet  Warne," 
Triis  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

^The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
T>9i^a  forj  the  collection  of  internal  duties  and 
fitf  the  apoointment  and  compensation  of  asse^^s- 
OiJ(s,"  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unani- 
n^us  coniient,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
ti^  coDsistiof  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
ibereon;  iand  Messrs.  Giles.  Kinq,  Bullock, 
^HiTH,  arid  WoRTHiNGTON,  Were  appointed  the 
ctSmtpitte-e. 

Tie  biU,  entitled  "Ad  act  authori2iu?  a  loan 
fur  a; sum;  not  exceeding  seven  millions  five  hun- 
dred thous^and  dollars,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referned  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to 
consider  a,nd  report  thereon. 

,The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
offictrs  apd  crew  of  the  United  States'  brig 
ViieTi,"  »»'as  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
trj  tie  cctiimittee  appointed  the  27th  May  on  so 
iiiuijh  of;  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
Unii,ed  States  as  relates  to  the  Naval  Establish- 
mett^,  to  'Consider  and  report  thereon. 

T-he  bi^,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
James  Diitfour  and  his  associates,"  was  read  the 
Secopd  ti;ne,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
noiiited  tiie  4ih  of  June  on  the  subject  of  public 
unij'^,  to  consider  .ind  report  thereon. 
^  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on 
not^.s  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies; 
on  botes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by 
banls,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and  on 
bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions,"  was 
read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 

On  ^>o^ion.  by  Mr.  Leib,  to  postpone  the  further 
consfidera4ion  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Monday  in 
Dec»''mber  next,  it  was  determined  in  ihe  nega- 
tiytf^yea*^  15,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yiid — .Messrs.  Brown,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
GoUisborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Lei^,  Ma8<)n,  ISmith,  Stone,  and  Weils. 

Jit  vT»— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Bullock, 
Cainpbell,  Chace,  Condict,  Froinentin,  GaiUard,  GiJea, 
Howell,  lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  a^d  Worthington. 

__  Op  thequestion.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
C^lfUtwvts  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
19. 'nays  j4.  as  follows: 

"i  lis— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Bullock, 
Campbell.  Chace,  Condict,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
iTowell,  I>«cock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tail, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — -Messrs.  Brown,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
fioU(8l)orotigh.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
LeihL  Mason,  Stone,  and  Weils. 

•.  Hftolr^d.  Thai  this  bill  pass  with  araend- 
iTiet.ts. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
$  bill,  eCliiled  "An  act  reducing  the  dunes  on 


prize  goods  captured  by  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  direct  tax  within  the  United  Stales;"  and, 

Resolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to,  and  ask  a  confereoce  on  the 
disagreeing  vote-?  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Kino.  Wohthington, 
and  Giles,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  laying  duties  oa 
license.^  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise." 

Ktsolred,  That  they  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, and  ask  a  confereace  on  the  disagreeing 
voles  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  King,  Worthingtoji, 
and  Giles,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
eoce on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  also  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  ships  called  the  Good  Friends,  the 
Amazon,  and  the  United  Stales,  and  their  car- 
goes," and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  anti  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  terms  upon  which  ttie  luan,  mide 
in  pursuance  of  "An  act  authorizing;  a  loan  for  a  sum 
not  rxceedin;;  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,"  pas»<ed  the 
eighth  day  of  February  last,  had  been  obtained  or  con- 
tracted for,  together  with  a  copy  of  such  contract. 

And  ihe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  authorizing  an  additional  com- 
pensation, for  this  session,  to  ihe  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  clerks,  Ac.  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ger.ma.n.  Elisha  J.  Winter 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 


Wednesday,  July  28, 

Mr.  Varnl'm  reported,  from  the  joint  committee 
ap[)ointed  to  consider  when  an  adjournment  of 
Congress  may  probably  take  place,  that  they 
could  come  to  no  agreement  with  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives. 

The  resolution  fixing  the  time  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  was  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  amended,  b'y  striking  out  "Thurs- 
day, the  29th  day  of  July,  instant,"  and  inserting 
"Monday,  the  2d  day  of  August  next."  It  was 
then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  raes-age  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled   "An  act  supplementary 
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to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization."  They  insist  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and 
collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States;" 
they  also  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise." They  agree  to  ihe  conference  proposed  on 
the  subject,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.  They  agree  to  the  amendment,  line  13.  sec. 
4,  and  disagree  to  all  the  other  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  laying  duties 
on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compan- 
ies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted 
by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and 
on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions." 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  ex- 
planatory of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  lo  raise  ten 
additional  companies  of  rangers;"  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Thursday,  July  29. 

Mr.  RoBijisoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
invalid  pensioners,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  James  Dufour  and  his  associates," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tiieir  amend- 
ment, disagreed  lo  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed 
on  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation." 

Hesolred,  Tlial  they  recede  therefrom,  and 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  said  bill. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  ten  additional  com- 
panie.i  of  rangers,"  was  twice  read  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  relerrcd  to  the  committee,  appointed 
on  the  27lh  May,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
the  Military  Bstabluhmenl,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  I9lh 
instant,  respecting  the  acts  interdicting  the  en- 
trance of  waters  of  the  United  to  any  foreign 
vessels. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Dana,  that  it  be 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee; and  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day iu  December  next. 

The  Senate  procee.led  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  lo  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties 
on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted 


by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and 
on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  that  the  Senate 
insi«t  on  their  amendments  disagreed  to,  Mr. 
Campbell  moved  that  the  Senate  recede  from 
their  amendment  to  strike  out  of  section  2,  line  4, 
the  word  "  two,"  and  insert  "one." 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib.  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to 
the  first  .Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  18,  as 
follows  : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Leib,  Mason,  Stone,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Bullock, 
Campbell.  Condict,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  How- 
ell, Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  all  their 
amendments  disagreed  to.  and  ask  a  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  last  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  King.  Wobthinotow, 
and  Giles,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  net  allowing  a  boun- 
ty to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States";  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  additional  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  during  the 
year  1813  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  ' 

The  bill,  euiiiled  "An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government 
during  the  year  1813,"  was  read  the  second  lime 
by  unanimous  consent. 

The  amendment  to   the  resolution  fixing  the 
time  for  the   adjournment  of  the  two   Houses  of 
Congress,  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee  correctly  engrossed,  the  resolution  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Hesolved,  That  this  resolution  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  at  the  conference  on  the  the  bill,  enti- 
tled 'Anact  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise," reported  certain  modificationsof  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to.     Whereupon, 

Rtsolted,  That  the  Senate  i:oncur  in  the  re- 
port of  the  conferees,  and  that  the  bill  be  amend- 
ed accordingly. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  deducting  the 
duties  payable  on  prize  goods  captured  by  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  ;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Lyon  ;"  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
ot  Willet  Warne  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizintj  the  sale  of  sundry  lots,  the  pro- 
perly of  the  United  States,  in  the  borough  of 
Pittaburgh,"  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 
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JOLY,  1813. 


I      GOVERNMENT  LOAN, 
i  Tfhe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
|*Ri:jiDEi*T  OF  TH£  United  States  : 
-^To^ihe  Senate  of  the  United  SlaleJ!.- 

I  trtnaiijit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Acting  8ec- 
JeUry  of  t|ie  Treasury,  containing  the  information  re- 
quested by  t^eir  resolution  of  the  27th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

;    ■WASHKiGTOIT,  Juli/  28,   1813. 

:  The  report  is  as  follows: 

Trkasibt  DKPAHT^iE^fT,  July  28,  1813. 
1)  lo  compliance  with  the  re8oIution  of  the  Senate,  of 
'4ie  '2,7lh  iij»lant,  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ijas  the  hoqor  to  report  to  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
!<taies — 

*  "^hat,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  February  8th,  1813, 
\\ithlcd  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
•Wding  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,"  and  the  authority 
<ff  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Secretary 
tit"  toe  Treasury,  of  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  a  pub- 
lic kubfcri|.tion  to  a  loan  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars 
>^a8-  invited,  by  a  notification  issued  on  the  20th  of 
keboruary,  1H13,  in  which  the  terms  of  the  loan  were 
»f«(;ified  ;  the  most  material  of  which  terms  were,  that 
trte  iubscr'bers  should  receive  for  each  hundred  dollars 
Ifiaiied  to  the  United  St-ites,  a  certificate  of  six  per 
rjfni.  stock,  for  one  hundred  dollars,  and  an  annuity  of 
ojtfe  dollar,  for  thirteen  years,  from  the  Ist  day  of  Jan- 
^^,  18i;j.  Of  this  notification,  a  copy  i»  hereunto 
a^intxed,  marked  A. 

J  The  amount  subscribed  under  thia  notification  was 
43,956,400.  A  second  notification  was  issued  on  the 
l^^lh  of  Mh^rch,  by  which  the  books  of  subscription  were 
iMtjfied  to,  be  re-opened  on  the  25Ui  of  March,  and 
larpt  open  until  the  3Ut  day  of  that  month,  on  the 
»^me  ternris  as  the  former  subscription.  Proposals  j 
*^ere,  at  the  same  time,  invited,  for  loaning  to  the  Uni- 
t^J  riutes  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  sum  of  six- 
Uen  millidns  of  doliarR,  which  might  remain  unsub- 
•tTi|ed  on-  the  1st  day  of  April,  leaving  the  persons 
thu^  makmg  their  proposals,  to  sUte,  themselves,  the 
t,  rnis  upon  which  they  were  willing  to  make  the  loan 
t^'  \pe  Unated  States.  And  it  was  engaged,  that,  if 
Ciy  propo'.als,  thus  made,  should  be  accepted,  with 
t^rms  differing  from  those  of  any  other  proposals  that 
r^igbt  alBO.l)e  accepted,  or  diffenng  from  the  terms  on 
Tlhich  suhiicriptions  had  already  been,  or  might  be 
tirade  prio^  to  the  1st  day  of  April,  all  the  persons 
r*ixo0e  proiK)«al8  might  be  accepted,  and  also  all  those 
»|hoi  had  «ub«cribcd,  or  might  subscribe,  prior  to  the 
fijst  day  of:  April,  should  have  the  option  of  accepting 
t|e  lerms  Kllowed  to  any  other  persons  whose  propo- 
»J(8  -might  be  accepted.  A  copy  of  this  notification  is 
aln^xed,  marked  B. 

JTfce  amount  subscribed  under  this  notification,  from 
t*e'.J5thto(he3l8tof  .March,  inclusive,  was  $1,881,800. 
liroposals  were  sent  in  between  the  Ist  and  the  5th 
ol|  ilpnl  for  loaning  to  the  Government  .$1 1,106,000, 
bjirtg  $944,200  more  than  could  be  received  ;  and  the 
farther  sum  of  $1,000,000  was  intended  to  be  loaned 
h^  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  offer  was  not 
Ujade  in  lirne  to  be  accepted.  The  sums  offered  were 
t^b«equent!y  reduced  to  $10,161,800,  being  the  sum 
^ich,  witti  the  amount  of  the  first  and  second  sub- 
•^^tions,  .nade  up  the  sixteen  millions  of  dollars  au- 
ti^o/ized  to  be  borrowed. 
pTbe  terms  proposed  by  the  persons  who  offered  to 
I«*ii  the  above  sum,  were  of  two  descriptions : 

i    ^* 


lit.  That  the  lender*  were  to  receive  a  six  per  cent, 
•tock,  the  interest  payable  quarter  yearly,  redeemable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  at  any  time  after 
the  end  of  the  year  1825,  at  the  rate  of  eighty-eight 
per  cent-  or  100  dollar*  in  stock  for  eighty -eight  in 
money. 

2d.  That  the  lenders,  for  every  hundred  dollars  in 
money,  were  to  receive  one  hundred  dollan  in  the 
same  species  of  six  per  cent,  stork,  and  an  annuity  for 
thirteen  years,  from  the  first  of  January.  1813.  of  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents,  payable  quarter  yearly. 

Two  of  the  proposals  also  contained  a  condition, 
that  if  any  other  loan  for  the  service  of  the  year  1813, 
should  be  made  under  any  law  passed  for  that  pur[>o«e, 
I  before  the  end  of  the  year  1813,  upon  terms  different 
from  those  allowetl  to  the  persons  then  making  pro- 
posals, the  option  of  taking  those  new  tf  rms  tihould  bo 
extended  to  them.  Copies  of  the  letters  conUining 
these  proposals  are  hereto  annexed,  marked  C  and  D; 
and  also  a  copy  of  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurj',  by  which  those  proposals  were  accepted, 
marked  E.  The  other  proposals  contained  no  condi- 
tion of  this  nature.  They  were  accepted  by  letters  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  same  purport  as 
that  above  referred  to,  marked  E. 

As  the  notification  of  the  18lh  of  .March  contained 
an  engagement  that  every  contributor  to  the  loan, 
whether  under  the  first  or  second  subscription,  or  un- 
der the  proposals,  sliould  have  the  option  of  any  of  the 
terms  allowed  to  any  other  contributor,  a  public  notifi- 
cation was  issued  on  the  l.'ith  of  .\pril,  in  which  the 
terms  allowed  to  the  persons  who  had  made  proposals 
were  stated,  and  the  option  as  to  the  two  kinds  of  stock 
was  offered  to  all.  A  copy  of  this  notification  is  sub- 
joined, marked  F. 

No  other  contract  in  relation  to  any  part  of  the  loan 
of  sixteen  millions  was  entered  into,  than  what  re- 
sulted from  the  engagemenU  contained  in  the  public 
notifications  above  referred  to,  and  the  acceptance  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  proposals  made 
under  those  notifications. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  JONES, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


PaiLAOCLFHiA,  April  6,  1813. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  notice  given  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  under  date  of  the  18th  of  March, 
1813,  that  proposals  will  l»e  receded  by  you  for  the 
whole,  or  part  of  the  residue  of  the  loan  of  sixteen, 
millions  of  dollars,  we  herewith  bog  leave  to  offer  to 
take  as  much  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  quarter 
yearly,  the  stock  not  to  be  redeemable  before  the  31sl 
of  December,  1825,  at  the  rate  of  eighty -eight  dollars 
for  a  certificate  of  one  hundred  dollars,  as  aforesaid,  an 
will  amount  to  the  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  or 
to  the  residue  of  the  said  loan,  provided  you  will  agree 
to  allow  us  the  option  of  accepting  the  same  terms 
that  may  be  granted  to  persons  lending  money  to  the 
United  States  by  virtue  of  any  law  authoriiing  another 
loan  for  the  service  of  the  year  1813.  that  Congress 
may  pass  before  the  last  day  of  the  present  year. 

It  must  be  further  understood  and  agreed  to,  that 
one  quarter  per  cent,  will  be  allowed  us  on  the  amount 
to  which  the  present  proposal  will  be  accepted. 

With  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  instalments  on 
the  amount  to  be  loaned  by  us,  we  shall  expect  to  enter 
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with  you  into  such  arrangements  as  will  be  mutually 
accommodating.     We  are.  with  high  regard,  <Stc., 

DAVID  PARISH, 
STEPHEN  GIRARD. 
Hon.  A.  Gallatih,  Sec'y  of  the  Treasury.   • 

To  be  paid  at  Stephen  Girard's  bank. 

STEPHEN  GIRARD, 
For  self  and  David  Pariah. 
D. 

Philadelphia,  April  5,  1813. 

Sia:  I  will  take  for  myself,  and  my  friends  in  New 
York,  two  millions  and  filty-six  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  the  loan  authorized  by  Congress  in  February  last, 
receiving  six  per  cent,  stock  at  the  rate  of  eighty-eight 
dollars,  money,  for  one  hundred  dollars  of  six  per  cent. 
stock,  payable  in  New  York,  by  instalments,  as  pro- 
posed by  you,  or  as  may  be  otherwise  agreed  on.  I 
understand  that,  in  case  Government  should  make 
another  loan  during  the  year,  I  am  to  be  placed  on  as 
good  footing  as  the  lenders  of  money,  or  contractors, 
for  that  loan,  will  be.  I  also  understand  that  I  am  to 
receive  the  quarter  per  cent,  which  is  to  be  paid  to 
persons  procuring  subscriptions  to  the  present  loan. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  A-c, 

JOHN  JACOB  A8T0R. 

Hon.  A.  Gailatih,  See'yof  the  Treasury. 

E. 

TaiAscai  DEPAariiEXT,  April  7,  1813. 

Gkhtlemek  :  Your  proposal  for  lending  seven  mil- 
lions and  fitly-five  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  to 
the  United  States,  in  part  of  the  sixteen  millions  loan, 
is  accepted.  You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver,  before  the 
15th  day  of  this  month,  to  the  cashier  of  Stephen  Gi- 
rard's bank,  or  such  other,  where, 'according  to  your 
proposals,  the  paymenti:  are  intended  to  Im?  made,  the 
names  of  the  persons  embraced  by  your  proposal,  to- 
gether with  the  sum  respectively  payable  by  each. 
Each  will  be  entitled  to  receive  in  pa\mrnt,  at  his  op- 
tion, either  six  per  cent,  stock,  at  the  rale  of  eighty- 
eight  per  cent.,  or  six  per  cent,  stock  at  par,  and  a 
thirteen  years'  annuity  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  of 
the  money  loaned  ;  which  option  must  be  made  at  the 
time  of  paying  the  first  instalment.  The  payments 
shall  be  made  in  eight  equal  insfalmeiits,  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  .^pril,  May,  June.  July,  August,  Sep- 
tember. Octol>er,  and  November.  But  every  person, 
at  the  time  of  paying  any  of  the  instalmentx.  may  pay 
all,  or  any  number  of  the  subsequent  instalments. 
Certificates  of  funded  stock  will,  on  the  application  of 
any  subscriber  for  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  be  issued,  on  payment  of  any  one  instalment, 
for  the  amount  of  the  next  preceding  instalment.  In 
every  other  respect,  the  terms  of  the  public  notice  of 
the  20th  of  February  last  will  be  considered  as  part  of 
this  agreement.     I  am,  &.C., 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

David  Pabish  and  Stepueh  GiaAau. 

The  same  answer,  changing  only  the  sum,  and  the 
bank  where  payable,  was  made  to  John  J.  Astor. 


raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
purposes  ;"  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unan- 
mious  consent,  and  ordered  tQ  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

And  the  bill  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Anderson,  it  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Anderson  also  reported  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 


companies  ol   rangers,' 


Friday.  July  30. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  27lh  May,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  the 
Military  Establishment,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  to 


to  raise   ten    additional 
without  amendruent. 

He  also  reported  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  ordnance,"  with  an 
amendment  ;  which  was  considered  and  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
lime  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  concerning  in- 
valid pensioners." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  the  bill  was 
amended,  and  the  President  reported  it  accord- 
ingly, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ""An  act  laying  duties  on  notes 
of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies  ;  on 
notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies  ;  and  on  bills  of 
exchange  of  certain  descriptions  ;"  they  agree  to 
the  conference  proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part.  The  House 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment,  by  the  President,  of  certain  of- 
ficers during  the  recess  of  the  Senate;"  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  thrice  read  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GiLE.'?,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  seven  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendments;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GiLE.s  reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  collection  of  io- 
lernal  duties,  and  lor  the  appointment  and  com- 
pensation of  assessors,"  with  amendments;  which 
were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bil!  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coramiiiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  authorizing  additional  com- 
pensation for  this  session  lo  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  his  clerks,  &.c.,  and  the  resolution  was 
amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  tinie  as  amended. 

The   resolution   having   been  reported  by  the 
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pomrnitiee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  ihird 
pme  byf  unaninious  consent,  and  passed,  as  fol- 
iows  : 

;    Resolved,  That   the  Secretary   of  the  Senate 
^ay.  out' of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House,  to 
Robert  Tweedy.  Benjamin  G.  Bowen,  and  Tobi- 
"Vs  Simpj5on.  thirty-five  dollars  each,   in  addition 
♦  o  their  usual   alloMrapces  as   attendants   to  the 
^enate;  and  to  Charles  Tims  thirty-five  dollars 
|or  his  services  during  the  session. 
'    n   Mr.  King,  frura   the  managers  on   the  part  of 
■    |he  Senate  at  th*-  conference  on  the  bill,  entitled 
"§  An  act  laying  duties  on  banks,  bankers,  and  cer- 
tain companies;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations. 
<piscounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
Mies;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descrip- 
gions,"    reported    certain    modifications    of    the 
iinendments.     Whereupon, 

.;  fiesolt'^d.  That  ihe  Senate  disagree  lo  the  re- 
port of  tfiC  joint  conferees,  so  far  as  respects  the 
jjrriendraent  proposed  in  the  fourth  line  of  the 
second  section,  which  enables  the  banks  to  com- 
Jpound  at  one  instead  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent. : 
und  do  insist  upon  their  amendment. 
^-  That  Lhe  Senate  do  agree  to  the  residue  of  the 
;<a^  rep';)rt,  and  accordingly  recede  from  their 
blljer  amendments. 

*  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  raakini  additional 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government 
Cjuring  the  year  1813,"  was  resumed,  read  a  third 
;ime  by  wnanimous  consent,  and  passed. 
!'  The  Sienaie  c*sumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
fbe  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  disabled,  iu 
<h6  service  of  the  United  States,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
^oNamittee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
fijent.  the  President  reported   it  accordingly,  and 

(lie  bill  was  ordered  to   be  read  a   third  "time  as 
mended. 
The   amendment   to  the   bill   last   mentioned 
saving  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly     ■ 
Engrossed,  the   bill    was   read   the  third  time   as 
fmended,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed, 
,;,  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  consider- 
i^ion  of  the  bill  concerning  evidence  in  cases  of 
Hraturalization  was  postponed  to  the  first  KTonday 
>&  December  next. 

fThe  auieodmeut  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
oODicerning  invalid  pensioners,"  having  been  re- 
n'orled  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
Wl  was  rvad  a  third  time  a;^  amended,  by  unani- 
qWJfls  consent,  and  passed. 

^Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
\<^!«  referred  the  bili,  entitled  '•  An  act  for  the  re- 
l^ff.of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States' 
bMfig  Vixeo,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment; 
.•^hwh  wa;^  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordcr- 
e,H  ty  be  read  a  third  tune  as  amended. 

i  Njr.  Ki.MG,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
SeDQte  at  the  conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
^t  ;to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the 
^Diied  Slates,"  reported  certain  modifications 
thereof;  ajid  the  report  was  adopted ;  and  the 
till!  amend^'d  accordingly. 
\^\\^  Setate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fifing  further 
time  for  registering  claims  to  lands  in  the  late 
district  of  Arkansaw,  in  the  Territory  of  Missou- 
ri, and  fur  other  purposes;"  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  accord- 
ingly, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

Mr.  ANnERso.N.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  retVrred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrec(ion.«,  and  repel  inva- 
sions, and  to  repeal  the  act  now  m  force  for  those 
purposes,' and  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  volun- 
teer and  military  corps,"  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  lo  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next 

Mr.  WoRTHi.>GTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred    the   memorials  of  Ichabod 

;  V"i"t^  ^"'^  ^"^^  •^^°"'  captains  in  the  Army 
o  the  United  State?,  reported  the  followioj?  res- 
olution :  * 

Reaolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  (he  Department  of 
V\  ar  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  itn  next 
seasion,  a  roster  of  all  the  commiH«ioned  oir.cers  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  in  such  form  a»  will  enable 
the  Senate  to  judge  upon  all  queations  of  regular  or 
irregular  promotiona. 

vvPr  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  reducing  the  duties  payable  on  prize  goods 
captured  by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States.'- 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting,  afier  "war,"  third  line,  "by  any  pub- 
lic armed  ship  or  vessel ;"  it  was  determined  in 
the  negatiye-yeas  7,  nays  19,  a.^  follows  : 

Y,As-Me«gri.  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Gore,  King. 
Lambert  and  Mason. 

NAis-.Me«.r,..  AnderBon.  Bibb,  Biedaoe.  Brent. 
Brown,  Bu  ock.  Campuell,  Cond.ct.  Fromentin.  Gail- 
hud  Howell.  Lacock.  Le.b.  Morrow,  Stone.  Tait,  Tar- 
lor,  Turner,  and   Varnum. 

On  the  question  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  /  It  was  deterraiued  in  the  affirina tire— yeas 
18.  nays  8,  as  follow*:  ^ 

n  ^  *"^;VT"-  An«l«"«>n.  Bibb.  Bledsoe.  Brown. 
Brent  Bulic^k  Campbell.  Cond.ct,  Fromentin.  (ia.l- 
lard.  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow.  Stone.  Tait.  Taylor, 
and  Varnum.  ■' 

T  ''^"'*—^*^""-  ^^^^'  German.  Gilman.Gore.  King, 
Lambert,  Maron,  and  Turner. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing 
a  district  court  in  the  Mi,sis,ipp,  Territory  ;  and 
the  bill  having  bi-en  amended,  the  President  re- 
ported It  accordingly. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bullock  to  post- 
pone/he further  consideration  thereof  to  the  first 
Monday  m  December  next,  which  was  determin- 
ed  in  the  negative,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  a.  amended. 

1  he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allowing  a  bounty  to 
the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  State>,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 


AoooBT,  1813. 
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SATUBnAY,  July  31. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  David  Henley;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  James  Dufour  and  his  associates  ;"  and,  no 
amendment  liaving  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
pa&fced. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnaittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Willet  Warne."  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  Lyon  ;"  and,  on  ijno- 
tion.  by  Mr.  BLEnsoE,  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Bleosoe,  Tait,  and  Gaillaro,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment, by  the  President,  of  cert.iin  officers 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate."  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  reducing  the  duties 
payable  on  prize  goods  captured  by  private  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  a  third 
time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  11,  nays  11. 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Bullock, 
Campbell,  Condict,  Fromentin,  Howell,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, and  7^ait. 

^«'ai» — Messrs.  Dana.  German  Oilman,  Goldibo- 
rough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter.  King,  Lambert, Turner, 
and  WelU. 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  tlie  Pre.si- 
nENT  determined  the  question  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  lu  raise  ten  additional  com- 
panies of  rangers."  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time 
for  registering  claims  to  lands  in  the  late  district 
of  Arlcansaw.  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  establishing  a  district  court  in  theMi.s- 
sissippi  Territory,  having  been  reported  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  ordnance,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  respecting  t  he  portraits  of  the  late  Kine  and 
Queen   of  France;  and   on  ihe  question.  Shall 


this  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  sundry  lots,  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  borough  of  Pittsburs,"  was  read  the  second 
time;  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  pa-sed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Dorsey  ;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  th'e 
resolution  reported  yesterday  from  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  Ichabod 
B.Crane  and  Roger  Jones  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 
States*  brig  Vixen,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  and  passed. 


Sunday,  August  1. 

Mr.  Bledsoe,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  Lyon,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and   passed. 

The  bill, entitled  "An  act  allowinga  bounty  to 
the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  was  resumed 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  16,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

YxA« — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe.  Brown.  Bullock, 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Kob- 
inson,  Stone,  Tait.  Taylor.  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

-"N  Ais — Mestirs.  Giliaan,  Goldaborough,  Gore,  King. 
Lambert,  and  Wells. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  and  explain 
the  acts  regulating  pensions  lo  persons  on  board 
private  armed  ships,"  was  resumed,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  it  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  7,  as 
follows  : 

YtAs — Messrs.  .Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Bullock, 
Gaillard,  Howell,  Morrow.  Robinson.  Stone.  Tait,  Tay- 
lor. Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Condict.  Gilman.Goldsbo  rough,  Gore, 
King,  Lambert,  and  Wells. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino, 

Ordered,  That  the  Sergeani-at-Arms  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  remove  the  portraits  of 
the  King  and  Q,ueen  of  France  from  the  apart- 
ment in  which  ihey  are  now  placed,  and  to  put 
them  up   in  one  of  the  committee   rooms  of  the 
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fnate,  caotini?  !tb«^rtraii8  to    be  6 rat  cleaned 

^aild  repa^ired  hj  a  person  skilful  ia  such  business. 
T  ■Orday'd,  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be,  and 
Jhr  is  he>eby,  directed  to  sell  the  old  furniture  be- 
tlocging  to  the  Senate  room,  and  remaining  in  the 
rlo.Wer  northwest  room  of  the  Capitol. 


ji ;  Monday,  August  2. 

■:    The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
V^hole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 

iWillet  Warne." 

,  '*On  motion,  it  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  add  passed. 

Resolft'd,  That  Mes.srs.  Varnc.m  and  Gailliro 

Sa  conamittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  jointly 
ith  saoh  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
Duse  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dtint  of  <he  United  States,  and  notify  him  that, 
uijless  he  may  have  any  further  communications 
tojraalceito  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are 
ready  to  adjourn. 

A  me«sage  from  the  House  of  ReprcsenlatiTes 
inTormed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives Nave  appointed  a  committee  on  ttieir  part, 
toiwait  (|n  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
Jwlify  h;m  of  the  intended  recess  ol  Congress. 
.1  Mr.  V^R.Nr.M,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
;^b<y  haq  wailed  on  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no  further 
(Communications   to  make   tu  the    two  Houses   of 
.iTljngresi. 

'  -Whereupon,  the  Vice  President,  agreeably  to 
ih'e  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  adjourned  the 
Senate  19  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  Unitetl  SMet  .- 

CommiMioni  having  be«n  granted  during  the  receti 
of  the  8enate,  to  the  following  peraoni,  I  now  nomi« 
ntite  them  to  the  same  ofTicea  reapectively  annexed  to 
their  namea:  All)ert  Gallatin,  John  Q.  Adaina,  and  Jamea 
A.  Bayard,  to  be  jointly  and  aeverally  Envoya  Extraor- 
dinary and  Miniatera  rU-nipotentiary,  to  negotiate  and 
aign  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  BriUin,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruaaia  ;  to  negotiate  and 
aign  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Great  Britain;  and 
the  aaid  John  Quincj  Adamt,  Albert  Gallatin,  and 
Jamea  A.  Bayard,  to  be  jointly  and  aeverally  Envoya 
Extraordinary  and  Miniatera  PlenijKJtentiary,  to  nego- 
tiate and  aign  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Kuaaia. 

JAME8  MADISON. 
WuHiifBTow,  May  29,  1813. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
coD!>ideration. 

Note. — A  few  other  nominations  of  minor  import- 
an<^  were  contained  in  the  Meaaage. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


J  Saturday,  July  31,  1813. 

i,,On  motion  of  Mr.  LtiB, 

;  .  Ordered,  That  there  be  furnished  to  any  mem- 
•Oer  applying  for  the  same,  an  extract  from  the 
Executive  record,  comprehending  the  Messages 
^rom  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  in  rela- 
njon  to  thft  nominations  of  Albert  G|illatin.  John 
Ci-  Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  as  Envoys  Ex- 
traordinary and  Ministers  Pienipotentiarf,  to  ne- 
(jotiate  a  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Commerce  with 
tjif  United  Kinfifdora  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
ijnd  a  Treaty  ofCoramerce  with  Russia,  with  the 
jtrcceedire^s  of  the  Senate  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana, 
j  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
cause  the- extract  which  may  be  furnished  from 
ih<;  Executive  record,  as  before  mentioned,  to  be 
jprJBted  fpr  the  use  of  the  members  who  may 
request  the  same. 

n    j        — 

J     5  !  Monday.  May  31. 

I  The  folHowing  is  an  extract  of  a  Message  this 
(lay  received  from  the  President  of  the  United 
ptaies:     ; 


Wednesday,  June  2. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  3d  of  May,  nominating  Albert  Gallatin  and 
others  to  offices ;  and 

Mr.  Kino  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
for  consideraiiun,  whu  h  were  read  : 

Reaolved,  'i'hat  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requeated  to  cauae  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
copiea  of  the  communications  from  \)ie  F^mperor  of 
Kusaia,  otfcring  hia  mediation  to  bring  about  a  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  together 
with  copiea  of  the  anawcm  to  such  comraunicationa, 
and  noticing  the  dates  at  which  the  aame  were  respect- 
ively received  and  answered. 

Resolved,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  copies 
of  the  commissions  granted  to  .\lbert  (>allatin,  John  Q. 
Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayanl,  to  negotiate  Treaties 
of  Peace  and  Commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  a 
Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Ruasia. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requeated  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  Albert 
Gallatin,  corA missioned  as  one  of  the  Envoya  to  treat 
of  peace  and  commerce  with  (treat  Britain,  and  of 
commerce  with  Russia,  retains  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  ;  and,  in  case  of 
hia  so  retaining  the  aame,  to  inform  the  Senate  under 
what  authority,  and  by  whom,  the  powers  and  dutiea 
of  the  head  of  the  Treaaury  Department  are  discharged 
during  the  absence  of  Albert  Gallatin  from  the  United 
States. 


Thursday,  June  3. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  first  res- 
olution submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  King;  and, 
on  the  question,  "Will  the  Senate  agree  thereto  T' 
it  was  determined  lu  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays 
18,  as  follows : 

Y«A»— Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  German, 
Gilman,  Goldsborough,  (tore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Leib,  and  Smith. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Bullock, 
Campbell,  Chace,   Coudict,   Cutts,  Gaillard,   Lacock, 
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Morrow,  Robinaon,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
num,  and  Worthington, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  second 
resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Kino; 
and,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  a  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  third  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
King;  and,  on  the  question,  "Will   the  Senate 
agree  tlierelo?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  said  reso- 
lution before  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 


Monday,  June  7. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States; 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  • 

In  compliance  with  their  resolution  of  the  .3d  instant, 
the  Senate  are  informed  that  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  not  vacated,  and  that,  in  the  aln 
sence  of  Albert  (lallatin,  commissioned  as  one  of  the 
Envoys  to  treat  with  (ireat  Britain  and  Rusnia,  the 
duties  of  that  office  are  discharged  by  William  Jones, 
Secretar)'  of  the  Navy,  authoriied  therefor  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An 
act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments," passed  May  8,  17W2. 

/aMES  MADISON. 

Wasri!»oto:«,  June  3    1813. 

The  Message  was  read  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Albert  Gallatin  ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  GiL.MAN,  it  was  agreed  to  lake  the  ques- 
tion, to  advise  and  consent,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Qominatioo  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  June  8. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Albert  Gallatin  ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Bledsoe,  the  further  consideration  of 
the  nomination  was  postponed  until  to-morrow  ; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 


Wednesday,  June  9. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Albert  Gallatin. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  re- 
fer the  said  nomination  to  the  consideration  of  a 
select  committee,  together  with  the  Message  of 
the  7th  of  June;  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Vkas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Kromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Smith,  Stone,  and  W'ells. 

Natb— Messrs.  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condict,  Cutts,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  I'ait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Reeohed.  That  the  nomination  of  Albert  Gal- 
latin, together  wilh  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  received  the  7th  instant,  rel- 
ative to  the  said  nomination,  be  referred  to  Messrs, 
Andbrson,  King,  Gii>K8,  Brown,  and  Bledsoe. 
to  inquire  and  report  thereon. 


Monday,  June  14. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  lOih  instant,  on  the  nomination  of  Albert 
Gallatin,  reported  : 

'*  That,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  authorizing 
the  committee  to  inquire  and  report  thereon,  he  had 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolution  under  which  the 
committee  were  apjwinted  ;  that  he  afterwards  called 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  informed 
him,  that  he  did  not  consider  the  authority  given  to 
H  the  committee,  by  the  resolution,  such  as  to  authorire 
them  to  call  on  him  in  their  official  character  ;  but  that, 
if  they  were  especially  instructed  to  call  on  him,  he 
would  freely  receive  them  and  appoint  a  time  for  that 
purpose." 

And  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  the  following 
resolutions  for  consideration,  which  were  read  : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury,  and  of  those  ol  an  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary to  a  foreign  Power,  are  to  incomj)atible,  that  they 
ought  not  to  l>e,  and  remain,  united  iu  tlie  same  person. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  nomination  of  Albert  Gallatin,  (Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  Treasury,)  as  an  Envoy  Extraordinary 
to  treat  of  peace  aad  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and 
of  commerce  with  Ru6nia,  be  instructed  to  communi- 
cate the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  respectfully  to  confer  with  him  upon 
the  mutter  thereof. 


Thursday,  June  10. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Albert  Gallatin,  together  with  the 
motion  to  refer  the  consideration  thereof  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  as  also  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  received  the  7ih  June, 
to  inquire  and  report  thereon. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  for  re- 
ference, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmati 
yeas  20,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 


TcEsoAY,  June  15. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  first  res- 
olution subraiiied  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Anderson  ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  question  be  taken  thereon  by  yeas  and 
nays;  and  after  debate  adjourned. 


Wednesday.  June  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Anderson,  on  the 
14lh  instant ;  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
first  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  20,  nays  14.  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Smith,  Stone,  and  Wells. 

Nais — Mewra.  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell,  Chace 
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i  Condict,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait, 
I    JTaylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

\  t  Resolred.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate, 
J  the  powers  and  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
\  5)epartment  of  the  Treasury,  and  those  of  an 
\  ^nvoy  Extraordinary  to  a  foreign  Power,  are  so 
I  sDcorapaiible,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  and  re- 
f    main  united  in  the  same  person. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  resolu- 
tion, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
20,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown, Daggett, 
Dana,   Fromentin,  Gaillard,    German,    Giles,  Goldsbo- 
rough.   Gore,  Horsey,   Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib, 
I    Smith,  Stone,  and  Wells. 

»        Nats — Messrs.  Brent,    Bullock,  Campbell,   Chace, 
f    Condict,    Howell,    Lacock,  .Morrow,   Kobinson,  Tail, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

\  \   Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 

*  referred  the  nomiua'ioa  of  Albert  Gallatin,  Sec- 

J  retary  of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  as  an 

^  Enroy  Extraordmary  to  treat  of  peace  and  com- 

],  merce  with  Russia.be  instructed  to  communicate 

I  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  President  of  the 

j  United    States,  and   respectfully    to  confer  with 

,♦  him  upon  the  matter  thereof. 


\ 


» 


\ 


Monday,  July  19. 

On  niotion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  agreed  by 
^  onanirn:ou3  consent  to  amend  the  record  of  the 
^  Yerbal  report  made  by  him  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
J   mittee.  on  the  Uth  Juue  last,  as  lollows: 

\       In  the hoe  of  the  reports  of  the  committee 

\  on   the  iioininatioo  of  Albert  Gdllatin.  after   the 
\  word    'States,"  insert  "a  copy  of  which  accom- 
panies tins  report,"— line  after  "  him"  insert  •'  and 
I  the  specific  object  should   be   designated," — line 
J  15,  after  the  word    "  consideration,"  insert  "  as 
chairiiun  of  the  committee  :"  so  that  the  record 
of  the  rrport  will  stand  amended  as  follows: 
.  "Mr.  Ajidbhsos,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
lOth  uwtiiDt,  on  the  oomiaatiou  of  Albert  Gallatin,  re- 
ported : 

"That in  obedience  to  the  resolution  authorizing  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  and  report  thereon,  he  had 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
a,copy  of  which  accompanies  this  report,  enclosing  a 
ci»py  oi  the  resolution  under  which  the  committee 
I  were  appointed  ;  that  he  afterwards  called  on  the  Pres- 
^  i(ient  of  the  United  States,  who  informed  him  that  he 
•  <^d  not  consider  the  authority  given  to  the  committee, 
I  by  the  re<K)lution,  such  as  to  authorize  them  to  call  on 
i  hj^m  in  their  official  character,  but,  that,  if  they  were 
<  et»peciall<  inslrncled  to  call  ujion  him,  and  the  specific 
I  object  should  be  designated,  he  would  freely  receive 
),  tiein,  aiil  appoint  a  time  for  that  purpose." 

1  ^opy  of  a  letter  from  the  Chair >nan  of  the  Commit- 
i  I  tet  on  ihe  twininaiion  of  Albert  (iailatin,  to  the 
;    ;  President  of  t/u  United  'States. 

l^^  C'apitol  Hill.  Juf?^  II,  1813. 

i'lfT*^*  J'**'^«  '«»*«  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  reso- 
,  j  l4tion  of  the  Senate.  The  committee  appointed  by 
;    j  tjat  resolution,   have  directed    me  to  inform   you  that 

Hiiej  will  wait  on  you  at  such  time  as  you  may  please 

I  fl  5 

h:      1 


to  appoint,  in  order  to  commune  with  you  upon  the 
matter  referred  to  them. 

Accept  assurances  of  mv  high  respect. 

JOSEPH  ANDERSON. 

Mr.  Anderson   then  made  this  further  report) 

to  wit : 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  nomi- 
nation of  Albert  Gallatin,  to  be  one  of  the  Envoys 
Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenifx>tentiary  to  nego- 
tiate and  sign  ii  treoty  of  peace  with  (ireat  Britain, 
under  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  ;  to  ne- 
gotiate and  sign  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
Britain  ;  and  u>  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Russia,  together  with  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  7th  June  report : 

"  That,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Senate 
of  the  I6th  June,  the  committee,  through  iU  chairman, 
addressed  a  note  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  12ih  instant,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this 
report;  and,  in  reply  thereto,  the  President   addressed 
a  note  to  the  chairman  on  the  Uth  instant,  which  note 
al«o  accompanies   this  report,   ap[)ointing    Friday  the 
16th   instant,   to  receive  the  coromiltee,   to  commuui- 
cate   the  aforetaid   resolution  of  the  Senate,   and  ap- 
prizing the  committee  of  his  late  Message  to  the  Sen- 
ate, containing  the  grounds  on   which   he   would   be 
obliged  to  declino   the  proposed  conference   with  the 
committee.    Upon  due  consideration  of  this  reply,  the 
committee   deemed   it  an  incumbent   duty  to  wait  on 
the  President  according  to  his  appointment,  and  to  pre- 
sent to  him  both  the  reaoiutiona  of  the  Senate,  io  re- 
lation   to  the   nomination   referred    to  the  committee, 
and  did  accordingly   wait  on  him   and  present   them! 
Whe^i    the   President   was  pleased   to  observe   to   the 
committee  in  substance,  that  he  was  sorry  the  Senate 
had  not  taken  the  same  view  of  the  subject  which  he 
had  done,  and  that  he  regretted   that  the  measure  had 
been  taken   under  circomsiances  whkh  deprived  him 
of  the  aid  or  advice  of  the   Senate,     i^fter  the  com- 
mittee had  remained  a  reajwnable  time  for  the   Preai- 
dent  to  make  any  other  observations  if  he  thought  pro- 
per to  do  so,  and  observing  no  disposition  manifested 
by  him  to  enter  into  further  remarks,  the  committee 
retired  without  making  any  observations  on  the  matter 
of  the  resolutions,  or  in  reply    to  those   made  by  the 
President. 

Copy  of  a  Utter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, on  the  nomination  of  Albert  Gallatin,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  IStates. 

JcLT  12.  1813. 
Sia  :  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
nomination  <jf  Albert  Gallatin  to  be  one  of  the  Envoys 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  nego- 
tiate and  sign  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
under  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  to  ne- 
gotiate and  sign  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
Britain,  and  to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Russia,  together  with  the  .Message  of  the 
President  of  the  7th  of  June,  have  directed  me  to 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  two  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Senate,  and  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  ap- 
point such  time  to  receive  the  committee  as  may  en- 
tirely comport  with  your  own  convenience. 

The  committee  sincerely  lament,  that  your  indispo- 
sition for  some  time  past  has  been  such  as  would  have 
rendered  it  improper  to  have  addressed  you  upon  this 
subject  at  an  earlier  period  ;  and  are  now  much  grati- 
fied to  learn  that  you  are  so  far  restored  to  your  health 
as  to  be  enabled  to  attend  to  vour  official  duties. 


'  'f: 
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Accept  my  best  wishes  for  a  perfect   restoration  of 
your  health,  and  assurance  of  my  high  respect. 
JOSEPH  ANDERSON, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

president's  reply 
J.  MAniBO!<  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Axdf.bsoit, 
and  informs  him  that  he  will,  on  Friday  next,  at  11 
o'clock  receive  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  instructed 
to  communicate  to  the  President  their  resolution  of 
the  16th  ultimo.  The  committee  are  apprized,  by  his 
late  message  to  the  Senate,  of  the  grounds  on  which 
he  will  be  obliged  to  decline  the  pro(>08cd  conference 
with  the  committee  upon  the  matter  of  that  resolution. 

WlDKBSDAT.yu/y    14,   1813. 

Whereupon,  the  nominatioas  of  Albert  Galla- 
tin, Johu  Q,.  Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  agree- 
ably to  the  Messape  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  of  the  31st  May  last,  were  resumed. 

On  the  question.  Will  the  Senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appuiotmeot  of  Albert  Gallatin  7 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays 
18,  as  follows: 

Y«*8 — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe.  Brent,  Brown,  Bul- 
lock, Campbell,  Chace,  Condict,  Howell,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Robinaon,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and 
Worthington. 

Nais — Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromen- 
tin, Gadlard,  German,  Giles,  Oilman,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Laisbart,  Leib,  Mason, 
Smith,  and  Stone. 

On  luotioQ  by  Mr.  Worthington.  to  postpone 
the  QominatioDs  of  John  (^.  Adams  and  James 
A.  Bayard  until  to  morrow,  it  was  deiermintd  id 
the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bullock,  (hat  the  nomina- 
tions of  Johp  Q,.  Adams  and  James  A.  Bayard  be 
postponed  until  to  morrow,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  12.  as  follows: 

YiAS  —  Messrs,  Bibb,  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condict,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Nais — Mewrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Fromentui,  (>erman,  Giles,  Gdman,  Golda- 
borough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Mason,  Smith,  and  Stone. 

On  the  question,  Will  ihe  Senate  advice  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  John  Q,.  Adams? 
It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  30,  nays 
4,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown, 
Bullock.  Chace,  Condict,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Oilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey.  Howell, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  .Morrow,  Robin- 
aon, Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Nau — Messrs.  Dana,  Germaa,  Lacock,  aod  Var- 
num. 

On  the  question,  Will  the  Senate  advise  and 
content  to  the  appointment  of  James  A.  Bayard  ? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27, 
nays  6.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibh,  BlediK>e,  Brent, 
Brown,  Bullock.  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Oilman,  Goldsborough,  (iore,  Horsev,  Howell, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  l/eib,  Mason,  Smith,  Stone, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

f 


Nais — Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
Robinson,  and  Varnum. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointments  of  John  Q,.  Adams  and 
James  A.  Bayard,  agreeably  to  their  nominations, 
respectively  ;  and  that  they  do  not  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  Albert  Gallatin. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  aforefjo- 
ing  resolution  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Gore,  submitted  the  following  motions  for 
conbideraiioD  ;  which  were  read,  aud  ordered  to 
he  on  the  table. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  having,  by  the 
Conslitution,  "power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may 
happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting 
commuisions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 
session  : 

Resolted,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  no  such 
vacancy  can  happen  in  any  ofBce  not  before  full. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the 
office  of  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary, to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  had 
not  been  filled  at  any  time  after  the  declaration  of  war 
upon  the  18th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1812,  and  before  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  third  day  of  March  last, 
when  the  same  was  not  full. 

Resolved,  That  the  granting  of  commissions  to  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  John  Q.  Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard, 
to  be  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  .Ministers  Plenipoten- 
tiary, to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  during 
the  late  recess  of  the  Senate,  as,  in  the  President's 
message  to  the  Senate,  of  the  29th  day  of  May  last,  is 
stated  to  have  been  done,  was  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate,  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  inasmuch 
as  a  vacancy  in  that  office  did  not  happen  during  such 
recess  of  the  Senate,  and  as  the  Senate  had  not  ad- 
vised and  consented  to  their  appointment.  Whereupon, 

Reaolred,  That  while  the  Senate  venerate  the  au- 
thority and  dignify  of  the  office  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  will,  at  all  times,  as  a  high  and  es- 
sential power  in  the  Constitution,  exert  themselves  to 
maintain  and  preserve  undiminuhed  the  whole  Execu- 
tive authority  thereby  established,  they  owe  it  to  the 
trust  confided  to  ihembclves,  as  well  as  to  the  States, 
their  constituents,  to  protect  the  power  over  appoint- 
ments to  office,  which  the  Constitution  has  placed  in 
that  body. 

From  these  considerations,  joined  to  the  conviction 
that  the  rights  of  the  Senate  hare  been  inft-inged,  by 
an  important  act,  to  the  validity  of  which  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  were  essential,  the  Senate 
find  themselves  called  upon,  by  tlieir  duty  to  the  States, 
and  in  support  of  the  Constitution,  reluctantly  to  pro- 
test, and  they  do  hereby  solemnly  protest,  ag aiaat  the 
commiAsioning,  as  aforesaid,  of  Albert  Gallatin,  John 
Q.  Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  as  an  act  not  author- 
iied  by  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  performance  of 
which  the  power  of  the  Senate  has  been  disregarded. 

Resolved.  That  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  forego- 
ing resolution  be  delivered  to  the  President,  by  a  com* 
mittee  of members  of  the  Senate. 


Saturday,  July  31. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  that  on  application 
of  any  memt>er  of  the  Senate,  ao  extract  be  fur- 
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.'  Jiished  from  the  Executive  record  comprehendlojr  I 
.  Ihe  Messages   of  the   President    of   the    United  ' 
-  gtates,  m  relation  to  the  nomination  of  Jonathan  ' 
j    Kussel!.   to   be   Mini.^ter   Plenipotentiary   of  the  ' 
j';; United  States  to  Sweden,  and  the  proceedincrs  of 
*.l^   Senate   thereon,  it   was   determined   in' the  I 
jiffirmauve— yeas  15,  nays  11,  as  follows:  , 

>    y«A8— Messrs.  Anderson,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gail-  I 
Urd,   German,    Giles,    Gilman,    Goidsborough,    Gore,  ' 
punter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib.  Turner,  and  Wells. 
i    WATi^Messrs.  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell,  Howell, 
Mcock,  Morrow,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,   Varnum,  and 
Mr  ortlungton. 


/- 


I 


» 

» 

I  i 

',?  Monday,  August  2. 

f   i    On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

?        Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  cause  to  be  print- 

l  H,  for  \be  use  of  the  Senate,  an  extract  from  the 

I  Eiecutfve  Journal,    comprehending  the  several 

J  Messages  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 

i  ^ith  the  documents  and   the  proceedings  of  the 

>  Senate  on  the  nomination  of  Jonathan  Russell  to 

J  ;be  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Slates 

.  to  Sweden. 

f  ;  I  


^^ 


i  Monday,  May  31. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
E8iDi;.\T  or  THE  United  States: 
the  Sinate  of  the  United  States.- 
')  i^  '^\^  Swedish  Government  having  repeatedly  maiii- 
j   jfested  a  desire  to  eichange  a  public  .Minwter  with   the 
'   IJmted  SJtatea,  and   having  lately  appointed  one  with 

I  niat  view,  and  other  considerations  occurriug  to  render  I       , n-^i^^^^     i-k    .     i.      o 

a  advisai-le  at  ttus  period  to  make  a  corresL^nd.nir  a^         l^     T  I    ^  ^\^   'J?^   Secretary  lav    the  said  re- 
\  Domtmerit,   I  nominate  JonatharRus^Tof  KhX  ^ '°'"''''"  ^''°'' '^ 
•  Wand,  t.)  be  Minister   Plenipotentiary  of  'the  United 


Retohei,  That  the  President  of  the  TFnited  Statei 
be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  com- 
munication has  been  received  from  Jonathan  KusaeJI 
admitting  or  denying  the  declaration  of  the  Duke  of 
Bassano  to  Mr.  Barlow,  that  he  had  informed  hu  ure- 
decesaor  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berhn  and  Milan  decrees 
at  the  date  of  that  decree. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution,  together  with  the 
nomination  of  Jonathan  Russell,  be  referred  to 
Mr.  GoLDsBORouoH,  Mr.  Anderson,  and  Mr. 
Kino,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  ;   which   was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  the 
correspondence  which  may  have  pa,sed  between  the 
Lnited  States  and  the  King  of  Sweden,  respecting  the 
interchange  of  public  Minuters  between  the  said  Gov- 
ernments. 


Thi'rsday,  June  3. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion  submitted   by   Mr.  Anderson;  and  on   the 
question,    Will  the  Senate  agree  thereto?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  17  nays  12 
as  follows :  >       r        . 

fi  T.*t^~^'^^""'  •^"'^'■•o"'  Bledsoe,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Gadlard,  German,  Goidsborough,  Gore,  Horsey.  Hun- 
ter, King,  Lambert,  Leib,  Smith,  Stone,  and  Tait. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brent,  Bullock,  Chace,  Condict, 
t.utU,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Taylor,  Turner. 
Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  said  re- 


)• 


btates  to  Sweden. 
Mat  !^9,  1813. 


JAMES  MADISON. 


>  J 


}, 

■  ;  The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 

ijonsidenation. 


'■  '  Tuesday.  June  1. 

j  The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
yesterday,  nominating  Jonathan  Russell  to  office  ; 
ajnd,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Goldsborouqh.  the  fur- 
ther con*iideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

•  Mr.  Ooldsborolgh  submitted  the  following 
.B|»olion  lor  consideration;  which  was  read: 

i  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
W  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  when,  and  by  whom, 
tne  first  intelligence  was  otficiallv  communicated  to 
tfte  Department  of  St«te,  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin 
ajnd  Milan  decrees,  and  at  what  time  the  first  official 
Information  of  the  repeal  of  these  decrees  was  given 
t»i  the  American  Charg6  des  Affaires  at  Pans. 


'i  Wednesday,  June  2. 

'  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
domination  of  Jonathan  Rus.Nell,  together  with 
fhe  motion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Golds- 
loROcoH  ;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  mo- 
tion was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 


Monday,  June?. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prehident  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  SecreUry  of 
SUte,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  third 
instant. 

JAMES  M.\DIS0N. 
Jc>f«  7,   1813. 

The  report  and  documents  are  as  follow: 

DitrARTMK^iT  or  Statk,  June  7,   1813. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  third  instant,  requeat- 
ing  the  President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  correspondence  which  may  have  passed  between 
the  Lnited  States  and  the  King  of  Sweden,  respecting 
the  interchange  of  public  Ministers,  has  the  honor  to 
report  to  the  President  that  no  direct  correspondence 
has  uken  place  on  the  subject. 

In  reference  to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  the  Sec- 
retary of  Suto  submiU  several  extracU  of  letter*  from 
Mr.  Speyer,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Stockholm, 
and  a  leUer  from  Mr.  Beasley,  Commissary  of  Prison- 
ers at  London,  by  which  the  wishes  and  intentiona  of 
the  Swedish  Government  in  relation  to  the  interchange 
of  Ministers  have  been  made  known  to  this  Depart- 
ment.    Respectfully  aubmitted, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
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Mr.  Heatley  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

LoNiiuKi,  December  12,  1813. 
Sik:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  letter 
which  I  informed  you  that  I  had  received  from  Mr. 
Speyer,  and  of  that  which  I  stated  it  waa  my  intention 
to  address  to  him,  on  the  subject  of  our  relations  with 
Sweden. 

Notwithstanding  the  present  apparent  irritation  of 
the  Swedish  Government,  I  have  been  assured  by  Mr. 
De  Kantzow,  and  I  learn  from  other  sources,  that  it 
has  invariably  manifested  the  most  friendly  disposition 
towards  the  United  States.  Those  American  vessels 
which  have  sought  shelter  in  its  ports  have  experi- 
enced perfect  protection.  British  cruisers  are  not  al- 
lowed, within  its  territories,  to  dispose  of  prizes  they 
make  from  the  United  States ;  and,  in  some  instances, 
the  protection  of  Swedish  convoy  has  been  afforded  to 
American  vessels  passing  through  the  Sound. 

Indeed,  this  circumHtance,  Mr.  De  Kantzow  in- 
formed me,  had  been  mentioned  to  him  by  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  with  no  satisfaction. 

I  fear,  however,  that  llie  arts  and  intrigues  of  our 
enemy  will,  if  not  speedily  counteracted,  produce  a 
stale  of  things  equally  unfriendly.  I  collect  from  va- 
rious  quarters  that  considerable  dusatisfaction  is  enter- 
tained by  the  Swedish  Government  that  the  United 
States  have  not  appointed  a  Minister  near  it. 

The  jealousy  which  has  long  existed  between  Swe- 
den and  Denmark,  is  said  to  have  rontnbuted  no  little 
to  the  feeling  to  which  this  mission  has  given  rise, 
seeing  that  the  United  States  have  had  a  Minister  near 
the  Danish  Government.  .Mr.  De  Kantzow  seemed 
anxious  to  know  whether  a  .Minister  was  or  would  be 
appointed  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  hit  stay 
here  is  prolonged  on  that  account. 

The  Crown  Prince  is  fond  of  court  and  splendor; 
the  Government  is  poor ;  and,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
two  great  spoliators,  the  example  ot  Denmark  is  im- 
mediately before  it. 

I  beg  to  add,  that  the  result  of  all  the  information  I 
can  collect  is,  that  the  fate  of  all  the  .American  prop- 
erty, now  in  the  dominions  of  Sweden,  will  depend  on 
the  course  which  the  (Jovernment  of  the  United  Stalee 
may  pursue  on  this  critical  and  delicate  emergency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 


He   informed    me,  yesterday,  that  he  was  to  go  as 

Charge  des  Affairei^,  which  he  refused,  but  consented 
to  accept  the  ap{>ointinent  as  Minister. 

From  the  personal  knowledge  I  have  of  Mr.  Kant- 
zBw,  I  think  him  well  calculated  to  contribute  to  the 
good  understanding  of  our  respective  Governments. 

Extract— Mr.  Speyer  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Stockholm,  March  31,  1812. 
On  the  24ih,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  told 
me  that  the  King  had,  on  that  day,  directed  him  to 
inform  me.  that  he  would  send  Mr.  Kantzow  as  Min- 
ister Rceident  to  the  United  States.  I  understand  that 
Mr.  Kantzow  is  to  leave  this  wjth  his  £amily,  early  in 
May,  by  way  of  England. 


Exiniet — Same  to  the  tame. 

Obkbbo,  May  18,  1812. 
Mr.  Kantzow,  who  is  appointed  Minister  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  ih  still  here;  he  expects  to  receive  his  in- 
structions soon,  when  he  will  set  out  on  his  voyage. 

Extract — From  the  tame  to  the  same. 

Stocbbolm,  September  25,  1812. 
Mr.  Kantzow  has  received  his  credentials  as  Minis- 
ter Resident  at  Washington,  and  was  despatched  from 
Orebro  on  the  1.5th  ultimo.  He  is  now  in  London, 
and  will  probably  remain  there  next  winter.  The 
Princ«  Royal  informed  me,  on  the  4th  instant,  that  he 
had  directed  Mr.  Kantzow  to  represent  to  the  English 
Government  his  desire  to  see  a  good  understanding 
restored  with  the  United  States. 


Extract  of  a  latter  from  John  Speyer,  Esq.,  Consul 
of  the  United  Slates  at  Stockholm,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

Stockholm,  January  18,  1813. 
The  Minister  of  Foreign  .Affairs,  in  the  course  uf 
our  conversatiDn  yesterday,  mentioned  that  both  the 
King  and  Prince  Royal  were  desirous  to  maintain  and 
extend  the  friendly  relations  and  commercial  inter- 
course now  subsisting  between  us,  «nd  intend  to  send 
a  Minister  or  Charge  des  .Affairs  to  the  United  States. 
He  would  name  the  person  designated  for  that  mis- 
■ien,  were  it  ascertained  whether  he  accepted  of  it 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  tame  to  the  same,  dated 
Stockholm,  January  21,  1812. 
The  gentleman  mentioned  in  my  No.  10,  as  intended 
to  be  sent  to  the  United  States,  is  Mr.  Kantzow,  who 
lately  returned  from  Brazils,  where  he  resided,  Charg^ 
des  Affaires  of  the  King,  several  yeara.  He  had  pt^ 
fore  been  Consul  General  of  Sweden,  in  Portugal.; 


Extract — From  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 
Stockholm,  September  25,  1812. 
As  this  Government  expect  the  appointment  of  a 
Minister  or  a  Charge  des  Affaires,  in  return  for  Mr. 
Kantzow's  mission,  I  have  not  presented  the  commis- 
sion as  Consul  for  this  place.  I  am  apprehensive  it 
might  be  ungraciously  received  here  after  their  notifi- 
cation of  the  appointment  of  a  Minister. 

NOMINATION  OF  JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORouoH,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  2d  instant,  the  nomi- 
nation of  Jonathan  Russell,  reported  : 

That,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Senate,  the 
committee  met  the  Secretary  of  State  by  appoinlment 
at  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State,  when  they 
were  informed  by  the  Secretary,  that  there  was  no 
official  denial  or  admission  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Russell, 
that  the  allegation  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr. 
Barlow,  referred  to,  was  true ;  but  that  he  (,the  Secre- 
tary) had  a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  subsequent 
to  the  allegation  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  in  which  he 
understood  that  allegation  to  be  unequivocally  denied. 

Aud,  on  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  said  nomination  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORODGH  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration,  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  send 
a  Minuter  Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden. 


Friday.  June  11. 

The  Senate  re>umed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Jonathan   Russell,  together  witk 
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_  the  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsboboooh  thereon  of  the 
i.7ih  instant. 

And.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  it  was  agreed 
^to  take  the  question  on  the  said  nomination  by 
f'yeas  and  nayi. 

•      A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wells,  that  the 
t  nomination  of  Jonatiian  Russell,  and  tiie  motion 
^4iio(  Mr.  GoLD?ROROCGH  on  the  subject,  tog^etlier 
*with  tfie  Mesfiace  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  of  the  7ih  inistant.  with  the  communica- 
tions therein  mentioned,  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  and  report  thereon. 
.  j^     And.  after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  it 
;-  -tvas  agreed  that  the  subject  be  postponed. 


I! 
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Monday,  June  14. 
The  Senate  resumed  tlic  consideration  of  the 
jiomination  of  Jonathan  Kusjirfl.  together  with 
^he  motion  submitted  thereon  by  Mr.  Wells,  on 
<he  llifa  instant,  and  ihe  motion  was  amended, 
ind  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved.  That  the  nomination  of  Jonathan  RubbcII, 
%nd  the  mution  of  Mr.  (ioidsborou^h  on  the  subject, 
together  with  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
tlnited  States,  of  the  7th  instant,  with  the  communi- 
jeations  therein  mentioned,  be  referred  to  a  committee, 

t'ith  mstruction   resfwctfully  to  confer  with  the   Pres- 
ent of  the  United  Sutes  upon  the  subject  of  the  said 
/lomination,  and  report  thereon. 

■  i»  Ordered,    That   Messrs.   Wells,  Giles,  and 
"^ixo,  be  the  committee. 


established,  and  which  oaght  tberefore  to  be  main- 
tained. 

The  relation  between  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  whom  legislative  power  is  concurrently 
vested,  is  sufficiently  analogous  to  illustrate  that  be- 
tween the  Executive  and  Senate  in  making  appoint- 
ments and  treaties.  The  two  Houses  are  in  like  man- 
ner independent  of  and  co-ordinate  with  each  other  ; 
and  the  invariable  practice  of  each  in  appointing  com- 
mittees of  conference  and  consultation  is  to  commis- 
sion them  to  confer,  not  with  the  co-ordinate  body  it- 
self, but  with  a  committee  of  that  body  :  and,  although 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature  may  be  too  numer- 
ous to  hold  conveniently  a  conference  with  committees, 
were  they  to  be  appointed  by  either  to  confer  with  the 
entire  body  of  the  other,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed, 
that  if  the  whole  number  of  either  branch  were  not 
too  large  for  the  purpose,  the  objection  to  such  a  con- 
ference, being  against  the  principle,  as  derogatory  from 
the  co-ordinate  relations  of  the  two  Houses,  would  re- 
tain all  its  force. 

I  add  only  that  I  am  entirely  persuaded  o(  the  purity 
of  the  intentions  of  the  Senate,  in  the  course  they 
have  pursued  on  this  occasion,  and  with  which  my 
view  of  the  subject  makes  it  my  duty  not  to  accord': 
and  that  they  will  be  cheerfully  furnished  with  all  the 
suitable  information  in  possession  of  the  Executive,  in 
any  mode  deemed  consistent  with  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  settled  practice  under  it. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washihotojt,  Ju/y  6,  1813. 
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Tuesday.  July  6. 
J      The  .following  Message  was  received  from  the 
■President  of  the  United  States  ; 
\To  ihe  H^enate  of  the  United  Staiea  : 
:      I   have  received  from   the  committee  appointed  by 
|ihe  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  day  of  June, 
<•  copy  of  that  resolution,  which  aathorizes  the  com- 
Ijnittee  to  confer  with  the  President  on  the  subject  of 
the  nomination  made  by  him  of  a  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  Sweden. 
,^■.    Conceiving  it  to  be  my  duty  to  decline  the  proposed 
conference  with  the  committee,  and  it  being  uncertain 
when  it  may  be  convenient  to  explain  to  the  commit- 
tee, and   through  them  to  the  Senate,  the  grounds  of 
jiny  BO  doing,  I  think  it  proper  to  address  the  eiplana- 
liion  directly  to  the  Senate.     Without  entering  into  a 
ij^eneral  review  of  the  relations  in  which  the  Constitu- 
l^ion  has  placed  the  several  departnienU  of  the  Govern- 
Itaent  toieach  ot.her,  it  will   sutfice   to  remark,  that  the 
Ifxecutive  and  Senate,  in  the  cases  of  appointments  to 
;  office  and  o(  treaties,  are  to  be  considered  independent 
;  and  co-(trdinate  with  each  other.     If  they   agree,  the 
appointnenU  or  treaties  are  made.     If  the  Senate  dis- 
agree, they  fail.     If  the  Senate  wuh  information  pre- 
vious to  their  final  decision,  the   practice,  keeping  in 
Wiew   iho   Constitutional   relation   of  the   Senate   and 
Executire,  has  been,  either  to  request  the  Executive 
to  furnith  it,  or  refer  the  subject  to  a  committee  of 
their  b«dy  to  communicate,  either  formally  or  infor- 
Tnally.  with  the  head  of  the  proper  department.     The 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  the  Senate  to  confer 
^immediately  with  the   Executive  himself,  appears  to 
io«€  sight  of  the  co-ordinate  relation  between  the  Ex- 
Aculive  aud  tb«  Senate,  which  the  Constitution  has 


Thursday,  July  8. 
Mr.  Wells,  from  the  committee  appointed  thp 
14th  of  June,  on  the  nomination  of  Jonathan 
Rus?ell,  reported  the  correspondence  between  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  commit- 
tee; also  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate  to 
the  committee;  which  were  read. 

[The  copy  of  the  Chairman's  letter  to  the  Pres- 
ident, communicating  a  transkcnpt  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  14lh  ol  June,  1813.  and 
inquiring  of  him  when  it  would  be  convenient 
for  the  President  to  receive  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  is  not  on  file.] 

In  answer  to  the  letter  above  referred  to.  the 
following  note  was  received  from  the  President: 

"James  Madison  presenU  his  respects  to  Mr.  Wells, 
and  will  receive  the  roimmttoe  of  the  S«nate,  appointed 
by  their  resolution,  of  the  14th  iostant,  to  confer  with 
the  President,  at  1 1  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

"TuiHUAi,  June  15,  IHIJ." 

At  the  time  mentioned  in  the  above  note,  the 
committee  heard,  at  the  door  of  the  President's 
house,  of  his  indisposition,  and  resolved  to  defer 
waiting  upon  him  until  they  were  informed  of 
his  recovery. 

In  the  afternoon  of  this  day.  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  received  from  the  President  the 
following  note : 

"  The  President  of  the  United  Stales  regreU  that 
the  error  of  his  watch,  and  the  precipitancy  of  his  ser- 
vant, prevented  his  seeing,  at  11  o'clock,  to-day,  the 
committee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  referred  to 
thein. 
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"  If  the  state  of  bis  health  should  not  permit  him  to 
see  the  committee,  he  will  apprize  them  of  it  in  time. 
•'Jc!»E  16,  1813."      . 

The  following  are  copies  of  two  notes  received 
by  the  cornmiltee  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates: 

"James  Madison  being  too  much  indisposed  to  see 
the  committee  this  morning,  is  obliged  to  postpone  it 
until  to-morrow,  at  1 1  o'clock. 

"Thursdat,  June  17,  1813." 

"  James  Madison  is  sorry  that  a  continuance  of  his 
indisposition  will  not  permit  him  to  see  the  committee 
of  the  Senate  to-day,  nor  can  he  at  present  fix  a  day 
when  it  will  be  in  his  power. 

"  Fhidat  .MuBHixe,  June  18." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Monroe  to  the  committee  : 

"  Depahtmbxt  of  Statb,  June  23,  1813. 

"0k5tleme5:  The  indisposition  of  the  President 
continuing,  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  express  to  you 
his  great  regret  at  the  delny  to  which  it  has  already 
subjected  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  -Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  Sweden.  To  prevent  any  further  delay 
from  that  cause,  he  has  authorized  me  to  confer  with 
you  on  that  subject,  and  to  communicate  to  you  any 
information  which  you  may  be  desirous  of  obtaining 
from  the  Executive  relating  to  it. 

"  I  will  have  the  honor  to  meet  you  for  this  purpose, 
at  such  place  hud  hour  as  you  will  have  the  goodness 
to  appoint. 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  gentlemen,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

•JAMES  MONROE. 

"  Hon.  Messrs.  Wells,  Giles,  and  Kine." 

The  following  is  an  answer  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  : 

•*  Committee  Room,  June  24,  1813. 

"Sir:  The  committee  of  the  Senate,  appointed  to 
confer,  respectfully,  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  nomination  made  by  him  of  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden,  have  had  the  honor,  this 
morning,  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday. 

•*  The  committee  heard  with  real  concern  of  the  con- 
tinued indisposition  of  the  President ;  but,  as  they  pre- 
sume that  there  are  connected  with  this  nomination  no 
considerations  of  so  urgent  a  nature  as  to  require  an 
immediate  decision  upon  it,  they  will  wait  with  pleas- 
ure for  the  conference  they  have  been  ordered  by  the 
Senate  to  request  of  the  President,  until  the  restora- 
tion of  his  health  takes  place. 

"  I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  l>e,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration, your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WELLS, 
Chairman  Committee  of  Senate. 

Hon.  J.  Mo5ROE,  ikc'y  of  State. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Goldsborouoh, 
•'  That  the  several  resolutions,  and  communica- 
'  ticns  with  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
'  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Senate,  upon 
'  the  subject  of  the  Swedish  nomination,  be  re- 
'  ferred  lo  a  committee." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith,  it  was  agreed  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  this  motion  in  or- 
der to  take  up  the  nomination  of  Jonathan  Rus- 
sell, and  the  motion  thereon  by  Mr.  Goldsbor- 
ODOH,  to  wit:  "That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this 
ISlli  Con.  Isi  Sess.— 4 


*  time  to  send  a  Minister  Plenipoteotiarv  to 
'  Sweden."  .  ^  ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  question  on  the  motion  last  mentioned,  be 
;  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  9. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Jonathan  Russell,  of  Rhode  Island 
to  be  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden,  to- 
gether with  the  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborooqh, 
under  consideration  yesterday,  thereon;  and.  on 
the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  it  was'de- 
termined  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  22,  nays  14,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentm,  Gaillard,  German,  GUes, 
Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lacock,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  Stone,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condict,  Howell,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time, 
to  send  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  lo  Sweden. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolu- 
tion before  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 


Tuesday,  July  20. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

[COKFIDENTIAL.J 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

There  being  sufficient  ground  to  infer  that  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  enemy  to  combine  with  the  blockade  of 
our  ports  special  licenses  to  neutral  vessels,  or  to  Brit- 
ish vessels  in  neutral  disguises,  whereby  they  may  draw 
from  our  country  the  precise  kind  and  quantity  of  ex- 
ports essential  to  their  wants,  whilst  its  general  com- 
merce remains  obstructed ;  keeping  in  view,  also,  the 
insidious  discrimination  between  the  different  ports  of 
the  United  States;  and  as  soch  a  system,  if  not  coun- 
teracted, will  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  very  mate- 
rially the  pressure  of  the  war  on  the  enemy,  and  encour- 
aging a  perseverance  in  it,  at  the  same  time  th.it  it  will 
leave  the  general  commerce  of  the  United  States  under 
all  the  pressure  the  enemy  can  impose,  thus  subject- 
ing the  whole  to  British  regulation,  in  subserviency  to 
British  monopoly  ;  I  recommend  lo  the  consideration 
of  Congress  the  expediency  of  an  immediate  and  effec- 
tual prohibition  of  exports,  limited  to  a  convenient  day 
in  their  next  session,  and  removable  in  the  meantime 
in  the  event  of  a  cei-sation  of  the  blockade  of  our  ports. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Wabhimgtom,  July  20,  1813. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee who  have  under  consideration  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  concerns  our  foreign  relations,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Friday,  July  23. 

A  message  from  the  Home  of  Representatives, 
by  Messrr..  Grundy  and  Robinson,  two  mem- 
bers of  that  body — Mr.  GrlndYj  chairman : 
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Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  Stales;"  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  ;  and  that 
the  bill  may  be  considered  by  the  Senate  confi- 
dentially. 

The  bill  was  y^,^  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith, 
it  wa<<  read  ib^|Pcond  time  by  unanimous  con 
sent,  and  reieired^  to  the  committee  who  have 
under  consideration  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  the  same  subject,  to  con- 
isjder  and  report  thereon. 

;     On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  bill  was  ordered 
\  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  under  an 
injunction  of  secrecy. 


? ; 
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:  Saturday,  July  24. 

I      Mr.  Ca.mpuell.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
.was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  an 
embargo  ou  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  amend- 
ed.    Whereupon, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  madt;  the  order 
of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 


I 
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Monday,  July  26. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "^An 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  purts  and  harbors  of  the  United  Stales  ;"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee.  And  having  amended  the 
amendment  to  read  as  follows: 

"Section  1,  line  8,  after  the  word  "stores,"  insert, 
"  or  i?Qoclr<,  wares,  and  merchandise,  other  than  provis- 
ioDB,  en  boan'.  of  auch  tbrcigu  ship  or  vessel,  when 
notified  of  this  act :" 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative—  yeas  22,  nays  9,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Bullock, 
Chace.  Condict,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  (loldsborough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  Leib,  .Mason,  Wells,  Worthington. 

Nats — .Messrs.  (Campbell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robin- 
■on,  Slone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  to  amend  the  bill, 
IS  follows: 

"  Section  2,  line  5,  strike  out  "  specie,  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  produce,"  and  insert  "  naval  stores  :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  -.^3,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Dana,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gilmaa,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  King,  Lambert, 
and  Wells. 

Nai«— Messrs.  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condict,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  German,  Giles,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Leib,  Mason,  Morrow,  Rob- 
inson, JSmith,  Slone,  Tilt,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Worthington. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther cpusideraiion  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Monday 


io  December  DMt,  it  was  deternaioed  in  (be  neg- 
ative— yeas  16,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Y»As — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Ger- 
man, Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  Mason.  Stone,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condict,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Leib, 
Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  T»it,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  to  strike  out  the  sev- 
enth section,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  16,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Gold»il>orough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  Smith,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condict,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  ,Mor. 
row,  Robinson,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum, 
and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborocgh,  to  strike 
out  the  14th  section,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  12,  nays  21,  as  follows  : 

Nats — .Messrs.  Dana,  Fromentin, German,  Gilman. 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  and  Wells. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Bullock,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condict,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Stone,  Tait,  Tayler,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Da.na,  further  to 
amend  the  btll  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith. 
it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  July  23. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coni^ideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States." 

And  the  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  strike  out  of 
section  12.  lines  7,  8,  9,  10.  11,  the  words,  '•  or  in 
any  manner  apparently  on  their  way  towards 
the  territories  of  a  foreign  nation  or  the  vicinity 
thereof,  or  towards  a  place  whence  such  articles 
are  intended  to  be  exported,  or  place  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,"  was 
resumed  ;  and  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
15,  nays  18.  as  follows  : 

Y«A8 — MeMfs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  German,  Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Hunter,  King,  Lamtx-rt,  Mason,  Taylor,  and  Wells. 
NATi — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condict,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock. 
Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Stone,  Tait,  Turner,  Var- 
num, and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  it  was  agreed 
to  take  the  question  on  the  third  reading  of  this 
bill  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  16,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.   Bledsoe,  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell, 
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Chace,  Condict,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lacock,  Leib,  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dana, 
Fmmentin,  German,  Giles,  pilman,  Goldsborough] 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  .Mason,  Stone' 
Varnum,  and  Wells.  ' 

Ordered,  That  Messrs,  Campbell  and  Var- 
NCM  be  a  committee,  confidentially,  to  inform 
the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate 
do  not  concur  in  this  bill. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  that  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  touching  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  of  the  20th  instant, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill 


entitled  "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  be,  and  the  "^arae  is  hereby  removed  . 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  29. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday  to  carry  a  confidential  message  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  reported  that  they  had 
performed  the  service. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  yesterday  respecting  the  injunction  of 
secrecy,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
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Monday,  May  24,  1813. 
This  being  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  precisely  at  twelve  o'clock 
the  late  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
called  to  order  the  tuembers  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives present  in  the  Hall;  and  the  roll  of 
the  members  was  called  over  by  States,  when  it 
appeared  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  members 
had  answered  to  their  names,  viz: 

From  New  //a m/j^Airr— Bradbury  Cilley.  William 
Hale,  Samuel  Smith,  Roger  Vose,  Daniel  Webster,  and 
Jeduthan  Wilcox. 

From  Mu33achutett8—W illi&m  Baylies,  AbijahBig- 
elow,  George  Bradbury,  Elijah  Bri^Lam.  Samuel  Davis, 
William  Ely,  Levi  HiiWiard,  Cyrus  King,  Timothy 
Pickering,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Nathaniel  Rug- 
gles,  Samuel  Taggart,  Artemas  Ward,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  John  Wilson,  and  James  Parker. 

From  Connecticut — Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Lyman;  Law,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  and  Benjamin 
Tallmadge. 

From  Rhode  Island — Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  and  Eli- 
fha  R.  Potter. 

From  Vermont — William  C.  Bradley,  Ezra  Butler, 
James  Fisk,  Richard  Skinner,  and  Charles  Rich. 

From  New  York — Daniel  Avery,  Egbert  Benson, 
Oliver  C.  Comstock,  Peter  Denoyelles,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  James  Geddes,  Thomas  P.  Grosvetior,  Moss 
Kent,  John  Lefferts,  John  Lovett.  Jacob  .Markell,  Mor- 
ris S.  Miller,  Hosea  Moffitt,  Thomas  I.  Oakley,  Jotham 
Poat,  jr.,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Samuel  Sherwood,  Zebulon 
R.  Shipherd,  John  W.  Taylor,  Joel  Thompson,  and 
Eli.ha  I.  Winter. 

From  New  Jersey— Lewis  Condict,  William  Cox, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Stockton,  and  Thomas  Ward. 

From  Pfnrwy/ia/uo— William  Anderson.  David 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  Wilham  Crawford,  John  Conard, 
Roger  Davis,  William  Findley,  John  Gloninger,  Isaac 
Uriffin,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Jared 
Irwin,  A&Ton  Lyle,  William  Piper,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Adanj  Seybert,  Isaac  Smith,  Adamson  Tannehill,  and 
James  Whitehill. 

From  Maryland — Stevenson  Archer,  Joseph  Kent,  I 
Alexander   McKira,  Samuel  Ringgold,   Philip  Stuart, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

From  V'lV^ujia— Thomas  M.  Bayly.  James  Breck- 


enridge,  Wilham  A.  Burwell,  Hugh  Caperion,  John 
Clopton,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  .\ylett  Hawes,  John  P. 
Hungerford,  John  Kerr,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William 
McCoy,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jr.,  John  Roane,  John  Smith,  and  Francis  White. 

From  North  Carolina — Willis  Alston,  Peter  For- 
ney, William  Ga.ston,  William  Kennedy,  William  R. 
King,  Nathaniel  .Macon,  William  H.  Murfree,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  and  Richard  Stanford. 

From  South  Carolina — John  C.  Calhoun,  John  J. 
Chapell,  Elias  Earle,  David  R.  Evans.  Samuel  Farrow, 
Theodore  Gourdin,  and  John  Kershaw. 

From  ^for^ia— William  Barnett.  William  W.Bibb, 
John  Forsyth,  Thomas  Telfair,  and  (Jeorge  M.  Troup. 

From  Kentucky— James  Clarke,  Henry  Clay,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  William  P.  Duvali,  Samuel  .McKee, 
Thomas  Montgomery,  and  Solomon  P.  Sharp. 

From  Tennessee — John  H.  Bowen,  Felix  Grundv, 
Thomas  K.  Hams,  Perry  W.  Humphreys,  John  Rhea, 
and  John  Sevier. 

From  Ohio — John  Alexander,  James  Caldwell, 
James  Kilbourn,  and  John  McLean. 

From  Louisiana — Thoma.s  B.  Robertaoa. 

A  large  majority  having  been  thus  ascertained 
to  be  present,  on  potion  of  Mr.  Fi.ndley  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  bv 
ballot.  ' 

Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  McKi.m,  the 
tellers  named  by  the  Clerk,  having  counted  the 
ballots,  Mr.  Lewis  reported  that  the  votes  were 
as  follows  : 

Henry  Clay        -        -        .        .        .    gg 

Ti.MOTHY  Pitkin  -        -        -        -    54 

Scattering     ----..       5 

It  was  accordingly  declared  that  Mr.  Clay  was 
duly  elected,  and  he  was  conducted  by  the  tellers 
to  the  Chair,  from  which,  after  having  been 
sworn,  he  addressed  the  House  in  the  following 
words  : 

Gkhtlxmeh  :  In  returning  to  the  station  in  which 
I  am  replaced  by  a  continuance  of  your  favor,  whilst  I 
am  sensible  of  the  honor  which  I  have  received,  I  am 
sensible  also  of  my  inability  to  fuilli  the  expectations 
justly  raised  by  so  elevated  a  distinction ;  but,  gentle- 
men, the  experience  I  have  had,  limited  as  it  is,  has 
satisfied  me  that,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  order  of 


II 


107 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


108 


109 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


110 


' 


u 


H.orR. 


Standing  Committees. 
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tl^e  Hqu«e,  lesR  depends  upon  the  presiding  officer  than  !      The  Messasje   was  read,   and   committed  to  a 

upop  ijie  sen«€,  of  the  necessity  of  decorum  being  gen-    Committee   ol    the    Whole  on   the   Jtate  of   the 

eralfy  diffused  ihroughout  the  body.     Then  only  will    Union. 

a  d«|iU^rative  assembly  be  well  governed,  and  iU  busi-  ,       J^Por  this  Message,  see  Senate  Proceedings  of 

nt*^  a;^reeably  transacted,  when  each  member,  iden-     iJn^  Jate.  ante  p.  14.] 

tifying  the  reputation  of  the  body  to  which  he  belonga  j      fhe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 

in  Ifs  v)wn,  8h»ll  make  the  preservation  of  its  order  an  |  from  the   Senate  for    the  appointment  of  Chap- 


aira|r  yf  persoiiul  and  individual  concern,  and  shall 
renifer  to  the  Chair  a  candid,  liberal,  and  unbiassed 
8up)»orit.  Under  the  hope  and  persuasion  that  you 
par?icibate  with  me  in  these  sentiments,  I  shall  pro- 
cee<|  tt/  administer  the  duties  you  have  been  pleased 
to  a|si|n  me. 

'5h(j  members  were  then  sworn  in  by  States. 

Jyi<4THAN  Jennings  having  also  appeared,  and 
proiluced  his  credentials  as  the  Delegate  from 
the^lndiana  Territory,  the  oath  was  administered 
xo  kioi. 

Ifhe  House  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 


laias;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  concurred  id. 


Wednesday,  May  26. 
■Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Danisl  Dewey  ;  from  New  York,  Na- 
thaniel Howell;  from  New  Jersey,  James 
ScHUREMAN  ;  and  from  Maryland.  Alexander 
C.  Hanson,  and  Nicholas  R.  Moore  ;  appeared, 
produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and 
took  their  seats. 


The  House   then    proceeded    to    ballot    for    a 
Clclk;  when  Patrick.  Magruder  was  declared  j  Chaplain,  and,  upon  examining  the  ballot,  it  ap- 


Iq  l^e  chosen,  he  having  111  votes. 

(♦d  motion  of  Mr.  Findley,  Thomas  Claiton 
wa-J  reappoinied  Doorkeeper  to  the  House,  Thos. 
Du^d  Sergeant-at-Arras,  and  Benjamin  Burch 
As|istaDt  Doorkeeper. 

"I'he  u-^ual  orders  were  then  adopted  in  respect 
to  yarnishing  the  members  with  papers,  &c. 

j^  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thaj  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
resVy  to  proceed  to  business ;  they  have  ap- 
po/pt^d  a  committee,  on  their  part,  to  wait  on 
ihfp  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
hiiii  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assem- 
blejl.  and  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he 
may  be  pleaded  to  make  them.  The  Senate  have 
resolved  that  two  Chaplains,  of  different  denomi- 
Dal|0^s,  be  appointed  to  Congress  during  the  pre- 
one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in- 


peared  that  the  Reverend  Jesse  Lee  was  duly 
elected. 


On 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

motion  of  Mr.  Goodwyn,  the  following 


Standing  Committees  were  appointed,  viz  : 

Committee  of  Elections — Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
Mr.  Burwcll.  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Anderson.  Mr. 
Condict,  Mr.  Avery,  and  Mr.  Pickering. 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — Mr.  Eppes, 
Mr.  Bibb.  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Roberts.  Mr.  Pit- 
kin, Mr.  Gourdin.  and  Mr.  Montgomery. 

Committee  of  Claims — Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Sage,  Mr.  Stanford,  Mr.  Good- 
wyn, and  Mr.  Caldwell. 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufacturer — 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  McKim.  Mr.  W.  Reed,  Mr. 
Benson,  Mr.  Seybert,  Mr. Parker,  and  Mr.  Telfair. 

Committee  on  the  Public  Lands— Mr.  McKee. 


sen^  session. 
tCF'^hange  wefkly 

Iflr,  Dawson  and  Mr.  Winter  were  appointed  '  ^J^-  Robertson  Mr  BreckenriJge,  Mr.  Bigclow; 
a  Of  njmiitee,  on  the  part  of  this  Hou!<e,  to  wail  ;  Jj^'  McLean,  Mr.  King,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
<m;h*  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  inform  I  ^"•*-''^°^'"'    .       .      ,»•      . 
hirA  tJiat  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assem-  i       (Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia— Mr. 
bled,  und  ready  to  receive  any  communication    Dawson,  Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 


be  foiy  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 


3      :<  TcESDAY,  May  25. 

''  Sereral  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Vermont, 
WiLiMM  StHono;  from  New  York,  Alexander 
IloYwand  William  S.  Smith;  from  Delaware, 
T^HOMAS  Cooper  ;  from  Virginia.  John  G.  Jack- 
son'; and  from  North  Carolina,  Mesuack  Frank- 
liiN  ;  Jappeare^d;  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qpialvHed,  and'  took  their  seats. 
Mr;  Dawson,  from   the  joint  committee  ap- 


Pearson,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Grosvenor,  and  Mr. 
Bowen. 

Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads— 
Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennej^see,  Mr.  Lyle.  Mr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
Bradley,  and  Mr.  Sharp. 

Committee  of  Iterisal  and  Unfinished  Busi- 
nes — Mr.  AlstorL  Mr.  Ely.  and  Mr  Roane. 

Committee  of  Accounts — Mr.  Pickens,  Mr. 
Moore,  and  Mr.  Winter. 

REFERENCE  OF  THE  MESSAGE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 


recfiVe  any  qommunication  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  therfi.  reported  that  the  committee  had 
peiJofraed  that  service,  and  that  the  President 
an^^w'■red  that  he  would  make  a  communication 
to  |b(^  two  Houses  to-day  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Jt.  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
de:|t  of  the  United  States. 

t     :  i 


poiittH  yestt  rday  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  I  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
t;^'njtt|d  States^,  and  to  inform  him  that  a  quorum  !  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  con- 
ef  )fhi;  two  Houses  was  assembled,  and  ready  to    sideration  the  President's  Message. 
.;        i^  »„.,  1  I       r        J  ._        rp^p  following  resolutions  were  moved  by  Mr. 

Dawson,  and  adopted  without  objection  : 

Resolved.  Thai  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
relates  to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Resolved.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Naval 
Establishment,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
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^  Resolved,  That  so  much  a.s  relates  to  the  Rev- 
enue, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meaos. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Grundy,  it  was 

Resolved.  That  so  much  of  the  MeJ;sage  as  re- 
lates to  ForeigQ  Affairs,  be  referred  to  a  select 
coinniiitee. 

After  the  adoption  of  these  resolves, 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  rose  and  adverted  to  that 
part  of  the  Message  which  alludes  to  the  inhu- 
manity of  the  enemy,  expressed  his  abhorrence 
of  the  enormities  committed  by  them,  as  well  in 
the  massacre  of  our  citizens  on  the  Western  fron- 
tier, as  the  (  nilagradon  of  our  little  towns  on 
the  maritime  I  jrder.  The  latter  outrage  had 
not  been  pr.'  .ided  to  be  denied,  but  had  been 
apologized  for  (by  whom  he  did  not  say)  on  tlie 
pretence  that  our  people  had  first  fireS  od  one  of 
their  -flags.  Although  he  believed  the  allegation 
false,  lie  was  glad  that  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  make  any  apology  for  it.  The  facts,  how- 
ever, in  h  ill  cases,  ought  to  be  inquired  into  and 
distinctly  ascertained.  If  found  to  be  as  public 
report  haa  stated  them,  they  called  fur  the  indig- 
nation of  all  Christendom,  and  they  ought  to  be 
embodied  in  an  authentic  document,  which  might 
perpetuate  them  on  the  page  of  history.  These 
were  substantially  the  remarks,  with  which  Mr. 
Clay  prefaced  the  following  resolution  : 

Hesolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  the  spirit  and 
manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  waged  by  the  enemy, 
l>e  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  opposition 
or  division. 

The  Committee  then  ro.se,  and  the  .several  res- 
olutions adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

After  these  resolutions  were  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  reconsider  the  reso- 
lution moved  in  Committee  by  the  Speaker,  for 
the  purpose  of  amending  it.  Q,uoting  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  he  said,  that  the  barbarity 
of  the  enemy  was  therein  contrasted  with  the 
liumanity  which  had  characterized  the  war  on 
our  part.  He  wished  to  see  the  evidence  on  this 
head  also,  and  therefore  was  desirous  of  amend- 
ing the  resolution,  if  reconsidered,  by  adding, 
after  the  words  "  by  the  enemy,"  the  words  •'  and 
by  this  nation." 

Mr.  Desha  suggested  the  propriety  of  recom- 
mitting the  subject  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  that  the  mover 
of  this  resolve  (Mr.  Speaker  Clay)  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  it,  if  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said  he  had  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  this  course.  He  also  intimated  a 
disposition  to  withdraw  the  motion  he  had  made. 

Mr.  Wright  took  the  Hoor.  He  was  opposed 
10  the  proposed  reconsideration,  principally  be- 
cause he  thought  the  amendment  suggested  would 
cast  a  reflection,  by  Insinuation,  on  the  conduct  ol 
our  ofificers.  He  was  not  disposed  at  this  moment 
to  give  his  sanction  to  a  procedure  which  would 
be  a  libel  on  our  laud  and  naval  officers,  who  had 
distinguished  themselves  during  the  war  as  much 


by  their  humanity  as  by  their  valor.  The  same 
pen  which  recorded  the  great  exploits  of  our  Navy 
would  record  the  humanity  along  with  the  bravery 
of  its  officers.  [The  Speaker  here  apprized  Mr. 
W.  that  he  had  misunderstood  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  if  he  had  supposed  him  to  have 
cast  any  imputation  on  the  conduct  of  our  offi- 
cers.] x\lr.  W.  then  said  he  wished  to  know,  that 
he  might  act  understandingly,  whether  it  wa* 
intended  to  insinuate  or  suggest  that  there  had 
been  any  impropriety  of  conduct  on  our  part ;  or 
whether,  in  referring  the  subject  to  a  committee, 
it  was  intended  to  state  any  facts  or  show  any 
cause  in  support  of  tliat  reference.  He  hoped 
the  resolve  would  not  be  reconsidered  ;  although, 
if  there  were  the  slighest  ground  for  such  a  course, 
he  should  not  hesitate  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  any  individual  who  should  have 
dared  to  violate  the  usages  of  war.  so  sacredly  ob- 
served by  the  Government  and  our  people  in 
general. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said  he  had  merely  wished,  as 
the  object  of  the  honorable  Speaker  bad  beeu 
avowed  on  making  his  motion  to  be  the  obtaio- 
meni  of  an  historical  document  to  perpetuate  the 
barbarity  of  the  enemv.  and  as  in  the  .Message  that 
barbarity  had  beeu  contrasted  with  our  humanity, 
that  the  facts  on  the  one  hand  should  accompany 
those  on  the  other.  He  should  hope,  he  said,  that 
the  call  for  such  a  paper  would  be  tar  from  pre- 
senting a  libel  on  our  officers,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  seemed  to  suppose.  Mr.  G.  was 
not  however  solicitous  about  the  fate  of  his  mo- 
tion, for  which  he  said  he  felt  but  little  anxiety. 

Thequestion  for  reconsideration  was  then  takea 
and  lost — yeas  G2,  nays  74. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Desha,  Mr. 
Jackson,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  Mr.  Fisk,  of 
New  York,  and  Mr.  Webster,  were  appointed  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Troop,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Wright.  Mr. 
Stuart,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Tallmadge.  and  Mr. 
Tannehill.  were  appointed  the  Committee  on 
the  Military  Establishment. 

Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  W^ard,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Alston,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Davis,  ot 
Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Post,  were  appointed  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr. 
Gaston,  Mr.  Clarke.  Mr.  Humphreys,  and  Mr. 
Cooper,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  the 
spirit  and  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been 
waged  by  the  enemy. 


Thursday,  May  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylvania, 
John  M.  Hvneman,  appeared,  was  qualified,  aad 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Ghol.son  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Taliaferro,  of  Virginia,  complaining  of  the 
undue  election  and  return  of  John  P.  Hunger- 
ford,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  from  that 
State,  and  praying  that  an  examination  may 
take  place,  and  that  he  may  be  admitted  to  a 
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«|e>ft  {n  the  House  id  the  place  of  the  said  John 

V-^tiDgerford. 

^r.  Eppe:3  presented    a    petition    of  Burwell 

vs^n,  of  Hie  State  of  Virginia,  complaining  of 
•h4  Ondue  election  and  return  of  Tiiomas  M. 
Bii/l/.  8s  on,e  of  the  Representatives  from  that 
$tlt(^.  and  praying  that  an  examination  may 
talfe  place,  and  that  he  may  be  admitted  to  a 
sesl  lo  the  House,  m  the  placeof  the  said  Thomas 
MIBuyly. 

^>rdered.  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

4lr.  Jennings  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Ltvijlative  Council  and  House  of  Rcpresenta- 
tiv^sof  Ir)drana  Territory,  stating  that,  from  the 
U8|a*tspd  situation  of  that  Territory,  the  ordinary 
Jlvications  of  the  people  have  been  interrupted, 
an!  the  people  disabled  from  making  payments 
ibn  t!ie  public  lands  they  have  purchased,  and 
pr;fyij)£r  that  further  time  may  be  allowed  there- 
foiJ-^The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  public  Lands. 

essage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
u.ie  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  com- 
tee  on  their  pan.  jointly,  with  such  commit- 
a$  this  House  may  appoint,  to  have  the  direc- 
1  pf  the  money  appropriated  to  the  purchase 
of  .b<joks  and  maps  for  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
grfsai 

*.ri'.e  Houw  proceeded  to  consider  the  message, 
finfl  jconcurred  therein;  and  Mr.  Seybert.  Mr. 
R^HKRTSON,  and  Mr.  Sti-rges,  were  appointed 
ff nliie  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 


met 
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f«  '  '      Friday,  May  28. 

leveral  o^her  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
s^-tts.  AafELWooD;  from  Pennsylvania,  John 
A  and  John  Wilson;  from  Virginia,  Dan- 
iek  Sheffey;  from  South  Carolina.  William 
L.^WNDEs;  from  Georgia,  Bollino  Hall,  and 
fn^^^n  Kentucky,  Stephen  Ormsby;  appeared, 
produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and 
to<k  their  sqatF. 

^I'ter   the  reception   of  sundry   petitions,   the 
HyUje  adjourned  to  Monday. 


from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
land  commissioners  for  the  district  of  Kaskaskia. 
The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  inst^ucted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
port  of  entry  and  delivery  at  the  town  of  Mobile, 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

STENOGRAPHERS. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  presented  the  petition  of 
George  Richards,  stating,  that  he  had  during  the 
last  session  repj^rted  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
for  the  Federal  Republican  newspaper;  and  that 
on  application  at  the  present  session  for  the  like 
privilege,  he  had  been  excluded  by  the  decision 
of  the  honorable  Speaker;  and  praying  to  be 
admitted  as  heretofore  for  the  purpose  of  report- 
ing debates. 

Mr.  G.  moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Grundy  remarked  that  this  was  one  of 
those  questions  which  there  was  no  occasion  to 
refer  to  a  committee,  as  the  House  were  as  well 
qualided  to  decide  on  it  as  any  committee  could 
be. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  urged  the  reference  of  this 
memorial  to  a  committee,  as  the  best  mode  of 
ascertaining  whether  any  stenographers  could  be 
admitted  on  the  floor,  consistently  with  the  con- 
venience of  the  House,  and  a  course  which  would 
be,  perhaps,  more  decorous  to  the  Chair  than  any 
other. 

Mr.  Trolp  suggested  the  propriety  of  referring 
the  memorial  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He 
said  the  paper,  and  the  mode  of  its  introduction 
into  the  House,  were  calculated  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  convey  to  the  House  and  to  the  public 
an  intimation  that  the  Speaker  had  acted  with 
injustice  in  relation  to  the  individual  petitioning. 
It  seemed  proper,  therefore,  that  the  Speaker 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the 
grounds  on  which  ne  had  acted. 

Mr.  Wright  was  opposed  lo  any  reference  of 
the  petition  at  all.  it  was  a  subject  belonging 
peculiarly  to  the  Speaker  himself  to  decide  on. 
The  words  of  the  rules  of  the  House  were :  "  The 
Speaker  may  admit  stenographers  w^ishing  to 
take  debates,"  dec.  The  admission  of  them  wa< 
a  mere  indulgence,  which  the  Speaker  might 
extend  to  such  persons  as  he  thought  proper.     It 


\   ;  Monday,  May  31. 

jiejferal  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Mary- 
lai^.»  Charles  Goldsborough  ;  from  North 
Carojina,  John  Cllpeper  ;  and  from  South  Car- 
olijiaj  Langoon  Chuves,  appeared,  produced  their 
cr»jJ»^niials,  Were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

\Ai.  Grlmdy  presented  a  petition  of  William     , 

Kt^l*,  of  ihr  State  of  Tennessee,  praying  to  be  j  could  not  be  the  right  of  every  editor  in  the  Uni- 
ad^QWied  to  fi  seat  in  this  House,  in  the  place  of  ;  ted  States  to  send  a  stenographer  into  this  House ; 
<•  1^^*''  ^"  ^^*'"*'^'  °"^  °^  '^^  Representatives  ,  and  he  believed  the  honorable  Speaker  would 
fr(  rti'that  Sfaie.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  J  feel  no  hesitation  in  declaring  the  motives  which 
El  c^ions.  I  induced  him  to  exclude  the  petitioner.     Mr.  W. 

-1^  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le-  felt  himself  warranted  on  this  occasion  in  mak- 
gi.^jaiure  of  (he  Indiana  Territory,  praying  Con-  '  ing  one  or  two  remarks  in  relation  to  the  paper 
gn  i.sjto  confirm  the  sale  of  certa  n  lands  sold  by  1  for  which  this  application  had  been  made.  He 
ihi  shid  Leoislature  for  the  benefit  of  an  univer-  |  said  that  it  had  been  in  the  practice  of  publishing 
sits  in  said  Territory.— Referred  to  the  Com-  a  report  of  speeches  on  one  side  only.  VVhowere 
m.  toe  on  iht  Public  Lands.  the  editors  of  this  paper  ?    It   was   not  known. 

l^e  Speaker  laid  beiore  the  House  a  letter    They  did  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  paper 
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Stenograpkers. 


H.  OP  R. 


In  an  N.  B.  to  a  letter  of  Cobbett  to  the  Prince  | 
Regent,  he  had  declared  that  these  men  were  in 
British  pay  ;  that  the  Federal  Republican  was 
edited  under  British  influence.  Thoy  had  not 
thought  proper  to  institute  a  suit  against  Porcu- 
pine for  this  charge.  A  similar  charge  had  been 
made  by  the  papers  in  this  country.  They  had 
instituted  a  suit  against  one  of  them — "The 
American  ;"  but,  as  he  had  been  iniormed,  had 
discontinued  it.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  recollect  a  speech 
of  your'."*  which  ought  to  have  been  recorded  in 
letters  of  gold;  it  was  sought  after  with  avidity, 
but  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  Federal  Repub 
lican,  for  whom  this  Mr.  Richards  then  reported. 
Was  this  fair  or  impartial  conduct?  Mr.  W. 
adverted  to  an  article,  in  which  the  editors  of  the 
Federal  Republican  had  recommended  any  man, 
whose  letters  had  been  opened  by  the  American 
agent  for  cartels  at  Annapolis,  to  horsewhip  the 
President  for  it.  He  also  read  part  of  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Federal  Republican  of 
this  morning,  in  relation  to  the  defence  of  BaUi- 
more.  and  reprobated  it  in  strong  terms.  The 
nation  would  applaud  the  decision  of  the  Speaker 
on  excluding  this  stenographer  from  the  House. 

Mr.  Hanson  had  hoj^ed  the  question  would 
pass  oflT  without  the  necessity  of  any  interfer- 
ence on  his  part — thus  saving  his  breath.  Being 
in  such  a  state  of  extreme  debility  as  to  forbid 
any  active,  personal,  or  intellectual  exertion,  he 
would  gladly  have  been  relieved  from  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  a  share  in  the  debate.  But  he 
could  not  look  on  with  indifl'erence,  betraying  a 
treacherous  composure,  while  other  gentlemen 
bore  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  contest.  Such  a 
course  would  subject  hira  to  a  suspicion  of  some- 
thing more  than  delicacy.  No ;  he  was  con- 
strained by  peculiar  circumstances  to  lake  the 
floor;  be  felt  himself  bound  to  enter  his  protest 
against  an  act.  in  his  judgment  arbitrary  and  op- 
pressive, partial  and  unjust;  oppressive,  as  rela- 
ted to  the  very  respectable  gentleman  petitioning 
for  relief,  and  partial  as  regarded  the  minority, 
and  a  large  body  of  people,  in  a  considerable  sec- 
tion of  country,  accustomed  to  look  for  informa- 
tion exclusively  through  that  channel,  now  arbi- 
trarily  attempted  to  be  blocked  up;  that  the  cir- 
culation of  the  journal  in  question,  he  believed, 
exceeded  that  of  any  other  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  H.  then  stated  the  circumstances  of  the 
case;  the  admission  of  Mr.  Richards  last  year, 
and  the  arrangement  which  now  excluded  him, 
confining  the  admission  of  stenographers  to  three 
Democrats  and  one  Federalist,  who  was  only  a 
reporter  nominally,  giving  a  rough  sketch  of  the 
proceedings,  but  not  pretending  to  write  out  de- 
bates. The  talents  with  which  the  paper  (the 
Alexandria  Ga/ette)  was  conducted,  and  the  re- 
spectability of  the  editors  he  admitted,  but  it  was 
a  mere  mockery  to  say  the  Speaker  had  given 
the  minority  a  reporter,  while  the  Treasury  bench 
bad  three  reporters. 

Mr.  H.  referred  the  House  to  the  journals  of 
the  first  session  of  the  seventh  Congress,  when 
the  .>ubject  of  admitting  stenographers  was  first 
taken  up.     He  stated  that  case   at  length.     He 


then  asked,  after  this  decision,  when  all  the  old 
members  now  in  Congress  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  were  against  giving  any  discretion  to 
the  Speaker,  in  limning  the  number  or  saying 
who  they  should  be.— alter  this,  and  when  so 
much  has  been  often  said  about  the  Federal  reiga 
of  terror,  it  is  now  attempted  to  exclude  the  ste- 
nographers of  one  party,  and  to  keep  information 
from  the  people.  Stenographers  might  be  ban- 
ished to  the  gallery,  because  obnoxious  to  that 
side  of  the  House;  and  this  side  of  the  House, 
entitled  to  equal  rights,  might  be  put  to  inconve^ 
nience,  but  the  light  of  truth  could  not  be  shut 
out  from  the  people.  It  might  as  well  be  at- 
tempted to  supersede,  by  a  visionary  human  code, 
the  fixed  laws  of  nature — to  change  the  prin- 
ciples of  gravitation,  and  cause  lead  to  ascend,  or 
sparks  to  fly  downwards;  it  might  as  well  be 
attempted  to  shift  the  bed  of  the  Chesapeake,  or 
change  the  course  of  old  Potomac,  as  attempt  to 
crush  the  spirit  of  opposition,  to  stifle  investiga- 
tion, change  the  nature  of  truth,  or  shut  out  its 
light  from  the  people.  Vain  expectation  !  You 
may  bar  up  your  doors,  nail  down  your  windows, 
block  up  the  chimneys,  stop  every  crevice  in  this 
spacious  hall,  cork  even  the  keyhole,  still  will  the 
rays  of  resistless  truth  pierce  these  solid  walls, 
and  shed  their  light  upon  the  land. 

Mr.  H.  said,  in  relation  to  government,  the 
people,  their  rights,  and  immunities,  and  public 
liberty,  he  confessed  he  entertained  some  old 
fashioned  republican  opinions,  not  yet  grown  en- 
tirely into  disuse,  which  he  could  not  shake  off", 
or  exchange  for  the  new-fangled  notions  of  mo- 
dern times.  He  need  not  remind  the  House,  that 
as  yet  no  privileged  order  was  known  to  the 
-written  Constitution  of  the  country;  that  its 
framers  contemplated  mildness,  equality,  equity, 
and  justice,  as  the  distinguishing  characteristic 
features  of  all  laws  enacted,  and  rules  and  regu- 
lations made  in  its  virtue;  not  for  the  particular 
exclusive  convenience  of  a  favored  class  of  the 
community,  whose  passions  and  domineering  dis- 
positions are  to  be  gratified  at  the  cost  of  others' 
rights.  He  need  not  remind  the  House,  that  as 
yet  no  written  or  known  law  existed  to  dry  up 
the  fountains  of  intelligence,  or  confine  the  use 
of  their  wholesome  waters  to  the  King,  his  house- 
hold, and  the  tumultuous  retinue  at  his  heels, 
who  keep  the  requisite  supply  of  lip  service  and 
"eye- service  which  the  worldlings  pay  to  power." 
He  need  not  tell  the  Chair,  that  the  press  in  this 
free  country,  as  yet.  had  no  prefect  set  over  it  by 
law.  and  he  cherished  a  devout  ho[)e  that  the 
House,  constituted  even  as  it  was,  would  think 
none  necessary,  though  the  anointed  should  sigh 
for  the  distinction  ot  being  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  prefecture. 

Mr.  H.  said,  when  the  celebrated  Roman 
usurper  had  passed  the  Rubicon,  and  was  track- 
ing his  way  to  the  Capitol  to  possess  himself  of 
the  treasury,  he  was  met  at  the  door  by  a  stub- 
born tribune  of  the  people,  who  alleged,  that  the 
principles  of  a  free  form  of  government,  and 
the  laws,  were  against  such  an  outrage.  ''  The 
laws!  the  /atcf"  said  Caesar— ''arm*  aiid  laics  do 
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And  yet  such  waS  the  case  with  the  present  nai- 
norily,  excepting  a  nominal  reporter.  How  theo 
ou^ht  ihey  to  feel — how  acr— when  thus  trana- 
pled  on  by  an  overbearing  majority,  disposed  to 
put  their  heels  upon  their  adversaries'  necks, 
whilst  protected  in  iheir  own  rights? 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  saying,  he  knew  he  forgot 
what  he  owed  to  his  own  character,  in   noticing 


'  no    flourish   together.     If  you   are   not   pleased 

•  wi  h  what  I  am  about,  you  have  only  to  with- 
■  dr^  wi,     Indeed  war  will  not  bear  much   liberty 

•  of  ptech.  You,  and  all  whom  1  have  found  ex- 
'  cit  n*  a  spirit  of  faction  against  me.  are  at  my 
'  dis  )(i>al."  Had  you,  sir.  been  Metellus,  said  Mr. 
H..  h'jw  wotild   yoa  have  acted?     Had  I  been 

Me!  Uus,  I  wlDuld  have  told  the  usurper.  "I  am  ,  .. .._ .  _..  ._.„,,,.,  .„   „,,,.,,„„ 

not  .leased  with  what  you  are  about,  but  I  will  ,  the  aspersions  of  the  member  from  Maryland, 
not  i^'Mhdraw.  I  will  do  my  duty  to  the  people,  (Mr.  Wright.)  but  he  had  no  hesitation  in  pro^ 
and  maintaii^  the  laws  of  my  country  ;  at  the  nouncing  the  charje  of  foreign  influence  atrainst 
saro  >  momen',  I  would  have  struck  down  the  dar-    the  Federal  Jiepublican  a  base  calumny     ' 

ing  js^rper.  AH  who  are  found  exciting  a  spirit  Mr.  Grosvenor  declared,  that  the  inflammable 
01  l:f:tion  against  me  areot  ray  disposal,  and  shall  state  of  the  body  and  mind  of  the  .^entleman  from 
be  ijealed  accordingly."  How  like  the  language  Maryland,  should  communicate  no  intemperate 
o!  i^.e  present  day.     A  spirit  of^ac^.m.'  a  spirit  ;  heat'to  him  ;  nor  should  the  turbulent  and  inde- 

cent  invective  of  the  gentlemen  drive  him  into  a 
course  of  conduct  inconsistent  with  the  respect 
due  from  him,  not,  indeed,  to  the  gentleman,  but 
to  the  Speaker  and  (o   the  House. 

He  would  not  pay  either  the  head  or  the  heart 
of  the  Speaker  so  bad  a  coaipliment  as  to  suppose 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  even  glanced 
at  the  real  motive  wh*ich  induced  the  order  of  ex- 
clusion referred  to  in  the  petition.  For,  Mr.  G. 
asked,  what  possible  connexion  could  exist  be- 
tween the  case  of  the  petitioner  and  the  political 


'"6'j"  *«"cy  wiiu  t^uutiiiur  lu  cicrcisic  iiie  iree- 
dongof  speech,  to  a>sert  and  maintain  the  liberty 
of  i\e  press,  to  support  the  Constitution  in  its 
nl?  unsunned  purity — they  who  constiiu- 
ily  oppose  the  worst  acts  of  a  bad  adminis- 
n.  are  to  have  their  voices  stifled  by  "the 
<»f  justiice.''  For  one,  I  shall  defend  my 
s  at  everjy  hazard. 
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.\|.,H.  said  he  knew  the  power  of  the  Chair,  i  character  of  the   Federal  Republican   Ga/ette? 
audVas  not  Ignorant  of  the  source  from  which  ;  Was  there  any  gentleman  on  that  floor,  with  the 

JC  fV'^'r  '  *'°"^*'»«  '^"»^  originally  pure  ,  single  exception  of  the  fiery  gentleman  from  Ma- 
andfiMlthy  fountain  from  which  also  flowed  his  '  ryland.  who  would  dare  to  avow  that  all  report- 
righji  as  a  member  ot  the  House,  and  the  rights  ,  ers  on  that  floor  must  be  the  devotees  and  tools 
of  t.,e:hijmblest  individual  out  of  it.  To  rule.  :  of  the  majority;  and  that  all  the  gazette,  which 
anidje^ulatioas  constitutionally  adopted  for  the  i  did  not  ofler  daily  incense  to  the  idol  of  the  day 
gavjwnent  ot  the  House  and  impartially  and  i  were  to  be  denounced  on  that  floor-to  be  nro- 
con.|itblionally  enforced,  he  would  pay  at  all  ,  scribed  and  persecuted  by  that  Hou.e?  Sir.  I  have 
um|  a  scrupulous  and  implicit  obedience,  but  he  |  better  hopes,  nay  better  certainty  of  the  disposi- 
would  )resist  oppression ;   he  would  part  with  his  ^  tions  of  the  gentlemen  who  sit  around  me 

h»  ,  l-n^i  '  number  of  his  days,  before    neither  directly  nor  indirectly  intereste,!  in  that 

?ron  »".  hn"?™  I  '°  '^^  i"''^^'"'  encroachment  ,  paper.  He  was  a  reporter,  at^  fixed  salary  ;  and 
eye  krulllnt  Z  TV  "PP^^'i't"  '"  i'^'  I  =""  '''"'''  ^'^  ^'^  deportment  always  been,  both 
Z\    .  ,I_  ?     ^^  ^^'^  "''"^  ?^  '^*'  P'^'-  '  ''^  *  gentleman  in  that  House,  and  as  a  reporter 

tic  Vuie-was  not  that  convenient  thing  which  i  of  its  proceedings  and  debates,  that  the  tongue 
couiv  he  cotjv^erted  in-o  a  sort  of  political  parasol,  ^  even  of  party  violence  had  never  heretofore  It- 
to  b.  distended  and  collapsed  as  caprice  or  expe-  !  tered  a  complaint  against  him  m  either  capacuv 

Hou'  e'fZi  ,V^;^"""V°  t^'''  '""If'l  '^  l^'  '  ''  ^"  '^'^'^y  '"^Practicable  and  use    s    to  gi/e 
Hou  e  from  the  rays  of  authority,  while  the  other  ;  all   the  speeches  uttered  here  at  full  len<rth  ;  but 
was    ,il  bare-headed  and   exposed   to  the  scorch-    their  substance,  without  prejudice  and    withou 
Sf     ;ts?s  o7m     '°^''"^'"^"'  ''  '^^  P^^""--  of !  partiality^he  had  always  r'epirted     In  extTrctmg 
''U  :'rI^^•^act  of  wh.h  the  mmonty,  pos-  '  ^P!!^^-.[— ^er  papers,  more  on  the  one  s.df 


sessijg  equal  rights  with  the  majority,  com- 
plau  dj  so  justly,  was  done  under  a  rule  of  the 
Hou^',<aod  that  rule  had  been  abused,  it  was  in 
the  {L\|rer  of  the  House,  for  the  furtherance  of 
jusitije,  to  dispense  with,  enlarge,  or  abolish  it,  so 
as  fo«extend  the  relief  prayed  for.  He  supposed 
the  cjtse  of  a  new  order  of  things,  compelling  the 
SptaJ^e/   to  g.ve  way  to  a  successor  of  different 


onU||  {;ther  side  of  the  Hoi 

aci,  M  ho  other  stenograph* 

the  Ifo^se  but  those  agreei._..  ._ 

The  fountry  would  ring  with  their  complaints- 

the  (itajnor  would   resound  through  the  Unio 


than  on  the  other  might  have  been  published  in 
that  paper.  This  was  a  matter  wholly  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  editors,  and  for  their  conduct  they 
were  not  responsible  to  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland or  to  the  Speaker  of  this  House.  Like  all 
other  editors  in  these  times  of  party  violence, 
they  sought  to  till  their  columns  with  sentiments 
in  accordance  with  their  own.  But,  unlike  most 
editors,  they  had  at  all  times  openly  and  boldly 


poMtt:^  persuasion,  and  asked  how  the  gentlemen     professed  their  nrinrmlo. .   k...»-  t  r     a  a  .^     ' 
on  Ur  .ther.side  of  the  House  would  f^el.  would     Lh  rtrl!:ZrZl^U^^:,^^^^Z 

.  lers  were  admitted  in  ,  have  been  at  all  times  ready  to  seal  them  with 
jreeable  to  the  majority  ?  j  their  blood.     But,  Mr.  G.  said,  improper  ^nTlr- 

j  relevant  as  all  this  manifestly  was,  the  gentleman 
iioD.  I  from  Maryland  had   pushed   his  denunciation  a 
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step  further.    He  had  denounced  the  Federal  Re- 
publican newspaper  as  being  in  British  pay. 

Mr.  G.  repeated,  that  no  violence  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  should  .seduce  him  to  imitate 
so  bad  an  exam()le.  But.  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr. 
G.,  what  IS  the  proof  of  this  outrageous  calumny? 
Not  surely  its  opposition  to  the  measures  of  ad- 
ministration, nor  yet  the  character  of  its  political 
opinions — for  in  these  it  agrees  with  the  best  and 
the  wisest  patriots  who  ever  adorned  this  coun- 
try. Mr.  G.  said  that  the  gentleman  had  pursued 
a  different  cour>e  to  attain  his  object.  He  bad 
introduced  to  the  House  a  witness,  a  living  wit- 
□ess.  to  establi.-h  his  accusation. 

And,  as  if  miracles  were  never  to  cease,  that 
witness  is  no  other  than  William  Cobbett,  a 
man  whom  the  political  friends  of  the  gentleman 
would  better  recognise  under  the  name  of  "  Peter 
Porcupine."  Mr.  G.  asked,  how  long  it  was 
since  this  witness  had  become  credible,  in  the  | 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  ?  And 
at  what  period  was  he  tran^formetJ  into  a  good 
Republican  authority  ?  W^hen  did  the  accuser  j 
and  the  witness  join  bands,  and  begin  to  walk 
together  in  political  unity  and  peace?  Mr.  G. 
«iiad  supposed  that  a  Republican  of  the  old 
school  wouJd  have  balanced  long  before  he 
would  have  introduced  so  dangerous  a  witness  to 
sustain  his  charges,  because  it  is  a  maxim,  as  well 
of  common  sense  as  of  law,  that  all  he  swears 
must  be  received  as  true,  or  repudiated  as  false. 
Mr.  G.  asked,  if  the  gentleman  would  be  hung  on 
the  first  horn  of  the  dilemma?  Let  him,  then, 
travel  back  with  me  a  few  years  to  the  early  wri- 
tings of  that  political  renegado ;  and  Cobbett 
himself  shall  know  all  the  members  of  the  present  I 
Administration,  the  veriest  tools  and  satellites  of  i 
France.  \ 

Nay,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  not  answer  for  it,  ; 
but  the  same  witness  should  convict  the  gentle-  ' 
man  himself  of  having  been  the  mere  creature  of  j 
French  influence.  Would  the  gentleman,  then,  \ 
credit  or  discredit  his  own  wiine.NS?  He  left  him  ', 
to  choose  his  uwu  alternative.  But,  one  piece  of  : 
advice  he  would  offer  the  gentleman,  never  to 
sustain  another  calumny  by  a  witness  so  foul,  so 
rotten,  so  dangerous. 

The  denunciations  of  Peter  Porcupine  are  the 
strongest  proofs  of  worth,  merit,  and  ability.  I 
thought  so  when  he  was  shooting  the  envenomed 
quills  of  the  Porcupine  in  America.  I  think  so 
now,  that  he  is  pouring  forth  the  muddy  torrent 
of  slander  and  falsehood  in  his  native  country.      { 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  presented  the  petition,  be-  : 
cause  he  believed  its  prayer  was  reasonable;  be- 
cause, in  his  opinion,  the  exclusion  of  Mr.  Rich-  , 
ards  was  a  hardship  on  himself,  oppressive  on  the 
minority,  and  deeply  injurious  to  the  public. 

If  another  reporter  might  be  admitted  without 
inconvenience  to  the  House — and,  on  examina- 
tion, not  a  doubt  could  remain  that  he  might — 
then  this  exclusion  was  an  unnecessary  hardship 
on  the  petitioner.  He  understood  that  the  Fed- 
eral stenographer  admitted,  never  attempted  to 
report  debates;  the  minority,  therefore,  were  op- 
pressively deprived  of  a  reporter; — nearly  six  thou- 


sand of  the  Federal  Republican  newspaper  were 

distributed  through  every  part  of  the  country — 
and  three  times  that  number  of  papers  in  distant 
States  depended  on  that  paper  for  information  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  House.  At  this  session, 
intere.Nting  and  important  as  it  is.  when  you  are 
about  to  heap  lax  on  lax  to  support  this  disas- 
trous war,  to  spread  taxgatherers  through  every 
portion  of  the  continent,  is  it  not  utterly  subver- 
sive of  the  rights  of  the  people  suddenly  to  ob- 
struct this  wide  channel  of  information,  to  draw 
even  this  narrow  curtain  between  your  conduct 
and  the  jiublic  eye  ?  It  had  been  suggested  this 
course  was  calculated  to  cast  a  censure  upon  the 
Speaker.  He  said,  no  such  idea  was  suggested 
by  the  petition,  nor  had  he  in  any  manner  ques- 
tioned the  motives  of  the  Speaker.  It  would  be 
indecent  and  unjust,  in  this  stage  of  the  business, 
to  cast  one  shade  upon  the  purity  of  his  motives. 
He  said,  he  only  questioned  the  correctness  of  his 
judgment.  He  charged  the  Speaker  with  no 
crime,  nor,  strictly  speaking,  with  any  impropri- 
ety of  conduct;  but  he  did  charge  him  with  an 
error  of  judgment,  in  excluding  George  Richards 
from  the  floor,  at  the  same  lime  that  he  admitted 
three  Democratic  and  but  one  Federal  reporter. 
That  judgment  was  subject  to  revision,  and  that 
error  to  correction  in  the  House. 

And  Mr.  G.  called  on  the  House  to  send  the 
petition  to  a  special  committee,  whose  report 
might  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  Then,  said  he,  the  Speaker  will  be  on 
the  floor,  and  may  assign  the  motives  and  reasons 
which  induced  hiin  to  exclude  Mr.  Richards  from 
the  House. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  he  had  stated  that  the  paper 
appeared  to  have  no  editors  ;  that  Cobbett  bad 
told  the  Prince  Regent  that  its  putative  editors 
were  in  British  pay.  He  stated  that  he  had  been 
informed  the  "American"  had  charged  them  with 
being  under  British  influence;  that  they  had  in- 
stituted a  suit  against  the  editors  of  that  paper, 
but  had  discontinued  it.  The  gentleman  (Mr. 
Hanson)  could  tell  whether  the  information  was 
true  or  not.  He  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  state 
it.  If  he  had  wounded  the  feelings  of  any  gen- 
tleman, he  knew  where  to  seek  the  remedy.  [The 
Speaker  called  to  order.]  He  had  not  said  whe- 
ther he  believed  the  charge;  but  he  would  now 
tell  the  gentlemaa  that  he  did  believe  the  editors 
of  the  Federal  Republican  were  under  Britisli 
influence  ;  that  the  paper  was  corruptly  publish- 
ed ;  and,  what  he  conscientiously  believed,  he 
was  prepared  to  seal  with  his  blood. 

Mr.  Hanson  rejoined,  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  In  his  beautiful  little  poem,  entitled  "  Retro- 
spection.'' Cumberland  somewhere  says — 
"  I've  heard,  and  silently  sate  by,  the  whilst 
Dogmatic  ignorance,  when  proudly  back'd 
By  an  ituposing  gravity  efface. 
And  copious  fiow  of  senatorial  wig, 
Passed  off  for  argument ;  and  seen,  withai, 
The  sycophant,  who  in  his  heart  despis'd 
And  ndicul'd  the  nonsense,  smile  assent." 

Now,  sir,  once  for  all,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  nothing  which  can  fall  from  that 
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quarter,  (pointing  to  Mr.  Wright.)  nolhlnsr  which  !  denfly  anticipated  by  a  political  friend  of  the 
tl^at  member  could  think,  utter,  or  do,  can  possi-  Speaker's,  in  his  vehement  opposition  to  the  re- 
b%  disturb  my  breast,  or  make  the  slightest  im-  ference.  He  had  not  supposed  it  possible  that 
pTession  upon  my  feelings.  This  is  the  first  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
Ut  t  lime  I  can  bestow  unon  him  anv  notire  what-    could  lend  himself  in  his  official  capacity    to  the 


b!gr  disturb  my  breast,  or  make  the  slightest  im- 
aTession  upon  my  feelings.  This  is  the  first  and 
lit  t  lime  I  can  bestow  upon  him  any  notice  what- 
ever. The  charge  of  foreign  influence,  I  again 
pi|<)nounce  groundless  and  false.  The  ravinjs 
arj-J  wild  effusions  of  Cobbett.  I  have  never  read, 
nt^rtegard  wore  than  the  ravingsof  the  member — 
stiU  less,  should  1  think  of  travelliog  to  England 
ot- Baltimore,  in  pursuit  of  justice  ;  although  it 
isTproper  to  say,  the  suit  against  the  "American" 
hijfs  never  been  discontinued,  with  the  knowledge 
oil  privity  of  the  editors.  In  Boston,  a  specific 
jelkirge  of  corruption  was  made  by  two  ministe- 
jri|l  journars.  and  quickly  after  the  impetration  of 
|i  ^rlt  on  an  action  of  slander,  the  allegation  was 
te^practed.  awd  a  full  apology  publicly  made.  The 
paints  of  the  editors  were,  Ion?  ago,  in  possession 
off.Ui  member,  and  could,  at  all  tunes,  be  obtain- 
ed* When  asked  for.— Mr,  H.,  being  exhausted, 
toijk:  his  seat. 

;.  rjje  question  was  then  taken  on  referring  the 
^<i|)on  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
canned  by  a  considerable  majority. 
-;  )t  was  made  the  order  for  to-day  in  preference 
to  Jq-morrow,  the  question  on  to-morrow,  the  day 
j}ropi)sed  by  Mr.  Grosvenor.  having  been  nega- 
6v|^<),  90  to  7-1— many  of  the  minority  voting  in 
tp(^'  Affirmative. 


suppression  of  an  obnoxious  paper.  He  rejoiced 
to  find  that  his  opinion  in  this  respect  was  well 
founded. 

The  Speaker  has  explicitly  informed  us,  that 
his  determination  was  influenced  solely  by  a  re- 
gard for  the  convenience  of  the  House.  The 
motive  was  assuredly  correct,  and  if  the  opinion 
to  which  it  led  varied  from  that  of  the  Commit- 
tee, this  variance  should  excite  no  surprise,  nor 
should  a  decision  on  their  part  favorable  to  Mr. 
Richards,  be  viewed  as  overruling  or  implica- 
ting the  decision  of  the  Chair.  Charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  superintending  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  House,  it  was  natural  for  the  Speak- 
er to  lean,  he  ought  to  lean,  to  the  side  of  those 
whose  accommodation  it  was  his  province  to 
consult.  But  when  a  direct  application  is  made 
to  the  members  themselves,  a  scrupulous  appre- 
hension of  possible  inconvenience  cannot  operate. 
In  the  Chair,  it  is  a  proper  and  becoming  senti- 
ment—in  the  members  them.selves  it  would  evince 
an  overweening  selfishness,  neither  liberal  nor 
dignified.  An  objection  bad  been  intimated  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
HOU.N.)  though  it  had  not  been  pressejd,  that  the 


•rU  w,^M^..^,»«  ,     .       4  .u  "uu.-^.;  muugii  II  nao  noi  oeen  presscjU,  that  the 

ini    Pn^rnK.  A         '^'  '^"''"°°  '"'P'"'- '  applicant,  in  the  technical  sense  of  the  word,  was 

??)'„  T.^L^   nrl4'    ^  ,     .    •  i  "°'  *  steno^apfu^r.     Mr.  G.  understood  tha    Mr 

f-'^      rnoiion   of  Mr    Grc.ndv,   resolved   into  a  i  Richards  did   not  write  short  hand.     He  made 

Ki;ihards,  this  day  presented  and  referred.  ,  enabled  him  afterwards,  by  the  assistance  of  his 

,  ||«peiitionhav.njbeenaga.n  read,  Mr. GR08-i  memory,  to   write  out     heir  spe^^es  entire      In 

^IT  T7V^".  r      "''"p-  'r"  "r"  ^  '  '^''  he  had  shown  an  accuric/Xh  gen  femen 

■'•;WtW    Ihat  George   Richards  be  admitted  on     on   all   sides    had    hx^hly   corn.n7nded       But   Mr 

t«e;fli)or  of  ihiis  House  as  a  stenoirraDher  and  that  the     R;„k»  a  "S'"y^i^i"">tf'ueu.     uut   Mr. 

^4-  be  roHuested  to  a^.,n  hfm  a' placrthereoa!'      ,  ^f  the   ruleTt'hrP.'r.'^'?  ^  ^"?'?  '^'   ''"" 

*!*..   r-  /c<       1       \     .'         ,         ■  "'  ^"*  rule,  as  three  out  of  four  of  the  reporters 

J^^J,  Clay,  (Speaker,)  alter  observing  that,  in  \  already  on  the  floor,  for  butone  of  themTs  u" 


■.m^y      .  .        ^  ...„.,  ... 

hJisioJiinion,  an  importance  had  been  siven  to  this 
p^etjtton  wlurh  did  not  well  comport  with  the 
dtg^iity  of  the  House,  stated  the  ground  on  which 
tfcejdccision  had  been  made  by  him,  of  which  the 


derstood  writes  short  hand;  and  as  completely 
within  the  spirit  of  the  rule  as  any  of  them.  The 
object  is  to  report  correctly  the  debates  of  the 
House,  and   it  cannot  be  material  whether  that 


„  ,.,.  ,  ,         .  .   /  '  ":  ""•-••  ...V.  -  iiuustr,  diiu   II  cannoi  ue  materia    whether  t  la 

I«t^.oner  cr,mpla.ned  ;  which  was  simply  this:    object  be  efl^ected  by  an  abridgment  of  each  wo  d 

;  :^rs-aTSad  b^ii^:;^^^^^^^^^ 

st^rf, raphers;  and  to  those  places  he  had  assign^  \  rd'ebatef  i' ^hV  Br     rP^rham^^^^^^ 

e(,  «u   apph.-ants  according   to  seniority;  all  of    ability,  or  less  correctness     because   led  d    no 

5    •  K    TaI  ^l"  "'  '°°^''  ''""u^'"^  'h^"  ^^'-    write  short  hand  ?     Would  w     refuse  to  hi  ° 
K.,;hp   had   by  this  arrangement  been  exc  uded      now  an  annl.^on»  ,u    «  "'".'*.''  '^•^'""e  lo  nitn,  ir 

\\  t{.e  House  ^Luld  deem  u  proper  to  admit  others    we  see  in^thrbnvV    K^"™  ^'""'"^  '°  '''°'" 

Ilk  those  now  on  the  floor,  he  hoped  they  would    Jranher?  '  *""""''  ^'  ^"  °°'  "  ''''''^ 

d^s^nate  the  station,  thev  should  occupy.  &c.       i      Mr.  Q.  hoped  that  the  session  would  commence 


^st?nate  the  stations  they 

?N{r.  Gaston  said,  he  was  one  of  those  whVhad  '  wiVh'arracr'oV  lVht"r?'""°[!  W'^""^  ^9'"."™^°" 
v^ti^l^for  a  referenc'e  of  Mr.  R.chards's  petition  jo  tv  wh  h  I  e  S^ot^u  b7''^  ''  '^r' 
•"-'*' •  "    'p  Whnlp      Ro,t.oJ!:».i  .u.  il_'  -'     ".*^"  "e  could  not  but  believe  would  have 


t(i  ajCommitiee  of  the  Whole.     He  deemed  the 

t')j^Ct  deserving  of  every  attention,  because  it 
s- intimately  connected  with  the  first  principles 
ifc  Republican  Government,  freedom  of  discus- 
tij  n,nd  publicity  of  proceedings.  He  had  also 
btjerj  Jjesirous  to  afl"ord  the  Speaker  an  opportuni- 
ty* c^  explaining  the  moiives  which  had  govern- 
eij  llivdecision.  He  had  not  believed  that  these 
mjit^ves  were  of  the  kind  which  had  been  confi- 

i         I 


an  auspicious  effect  on  the  future  proceedings  of 
the  House.  Majorities  are  frequently  tempted 
to  exercise  their  power  with  a  high  hand.  .Mi- 
norities always  su?p«t  them  of  a  disposition  to 
oppress.  A  jealousy  on  this  head  will  exist,  often 
an  unfounded  jealousy.  Let  it  be  removed  early 
by  a  course  of  concHiation.  and  a  difl"erent  senti- 
ment is  inspired.  Forbearance  on  one  hand  will 
mspire  courtesy  on  the  other ;  and  although  dif- 
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fercnces.  and  important  differences,  would  yet  re- 
main, yet  a  spirit  of  generous  contest  will  forbid 
all  unnecessary  altercation  or  wanton  opposition. 
On  his  feelings  he  was  certain  such  an  impression 
would  be  made;  and  he  could  not  but  believe  it 
would  also  be  made  on  those  of  the  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  act. 

Mr.  Webster  was  glad  that  the  Speaker  had 
treated  this  subject  on  the  ground  of  inconveni- 
ence only.  The  reasons  which  he  had  given  for 
the  exclusion  of  the  petitioner,  were  such  as  he 
should  have  expected  from  a  person  filling  the 
Chair  of  this  House.  He  thought  that  the  peti- 
tioner miu'ht  be  admitted  without  inconvenience  ; 
and  as  he  had  not  been  charged  with  unfairly  re- 
porting the  proceedings  of  the  House,  as  he  re- 
ported with  ability,  he  hoped  he  would  be  admit- 
ted. The  true  ground  to  put  the  question  upon 
was  its  practicability.  If  the  reporter  abused  the 
indulgence  shown  him,  there  were  enough  in  the 
House,  accustomed  to  watch  with  a  guarded  vigi- 
lance the  proceedings  on  this  side  the  House,  not 
to  let  slip  an  opportunity  to  urge  their  complaints. 

Mr.  Calhotn  denied  the  position  that  there 
was  room  sufficient,  and  he  did  not  see  how  the 
Speaker  could  act  otherwise.  He  thought  it 
would  be  highly  improper  to  assign  him  a  seat  on 
the  floor ;  this  would  be  making  a  privileged  sten- 
ographer, and  giving  him  advantages  which  none 
of  the  others  possessed.  He  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  overhearing  the  private  conversation 
of  members,  as  he  would  have  to  be  placed  in  a 
situation  where  gentlemen  resorted  to  express 
their  opinions  of  |)ending  measures,  and  then  he 
would  be  able  to  penetrate  all  their  measures. 
He  thought  the  gallery  a  proper  place;  the  de- 
bates could  be  as  well  heard  in  the  gallery  as  any 
where,  and  writing  be  done  with  equal  velocity. 
The  particular  qualities  of  ability  and  impartial- 
ity had  been  much  dwelt  upon;  he  denied  both. 
The  debates  in  that  paper  had  been  confined  to 
one  side,  and  it  was  well  known  the  gentleman 
did  not  write  short  hand,  but  was  merely  a  note- 
taker,  dec.  He  did  not  make  use  of  this  as  an  ar- 
gument against  the  admission  of  Mr.  Richards, 
but  as  his  friends  had  grounded  his  claim  upon 
superior  talents  and  impartiality,  he  could  not  do 
less  than  bring  the  true  state  of  the  aff'air  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  Roberts  regretted  that  this  subject  should 
have  been  agitated,  as  it  would  produce  irritation. 
The  necessity  for  limitation  was  apparent.  Gen- 
tlemen wished  to  resort  toihefirein  Wintertime, 
which  was  the  ordinary  time  of  their  session  ; 
for  many  of  their  seats  were  not  tenable  by  the 
most  robust  constitutions  when  the  weather  was 
intense.  Their  conversations  there  would  be 
overheard  by  the  reporter,  and  they  might  expect 
to  see  it  published  the  next  day  in  the  gazettes. 
The  convenience  of  the  House  had  to^be  con- 
sulted. This  required  that  thereshould  be  a  lim- 
itation. His  opinion  was,  that  the  reporters 
should  be  confined  to  the  gaJleriei  altogether. 
This  was  the  practice  in  England,  where  their 
privileges  were  so  limited  as  to  prevent  them  from 
using  pen  and  ink.     That  reporters  were  at  all 


admitted  within  the  area  of  the  House  was  a  mat- 
ter of  courtesy  and  indulgence. 

Mr.  Eppes  was  willing  to  extend  the  same  priv- 
ileges to  Mr.  Richards  that  others  enjoyed,  and 
if  there  was  not  sufficient  room  he  was  disposed 
to  make  a  provision  for  his  accommodation.  But, 
if  we  proceeded  according  to  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  the  House  might 
be  called  upon  every  day  to  decide  on  the  case  of 
a  second  Mr.  Richards.  He  was  in  favor  of  a 
general  extension  of  this  privilege.  He  did  not 
wish  to  conceal  his  sentiments  and  opinions  from 
the  world,  he  would  rather  court  investigation 
than  ^hrink  from  it.  and  so  he  presumed  would 
every  honest  man.  He  therefore  moved  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"Resolved,  That   accommodation  be  made  for  addi- 
tional stenographers  on  the  floor  of  this  Houae." 

Mr.  Grosvenor  acquiesced  in  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  did  not  suppose  this  morning 
that  the  present  subject  would  have  taken  the 
deflected  course  it  had  taken.  He  had  not,  there- 
fore, paid  much  attention  to  the  discussion.  His 
indisposition  to  inculpate  the  decision  of  the 
Sneaker  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  impair  the  claim 
of^the  petitioner  or  the  minority  on  the  other,  in- 
duced him  to  wish  the  subject  to  be  postponed 
for  consideration.  He  moved  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. — I^gatived. 

Mr.  Gholso.n  moved  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  opposed  this  motion  ;  and  it 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  that  the  House  adjourn — 
lost,  63  to  93. 

The  question  to  lie  on  the  table  was  put  and 
lost — ayes  66. 

The  question  to  postpone  it  indefinitely  was 
put  and  lost — 71  to  91. 

The  question  to  adjourn  was  renewed  and  lost 
— ayes  64. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon^e  amend- 
ment to  insert  "two,"  which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
making  it  to  read  "two"  additional  reporters  on 
the  floor  or  elsewhere.  This  would  be  comply- 
ing with  the  language  of  the  rules  of  the  Hdtase. 

Mr.  Gaston  wished  the  gentleman  would  with- 
draw or  modify  his  motion  so  as  not  to  prescribe 
the  place. 

Mr.  Bibb  modified  by  striking  oat  the  words 
■'  on  the  floor  or  elsewhere."  but  he  said  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  stale  he  should  vote  against  the  res- 
olution in  any  shape;  but  if  it  passed  he  wished 
it  made  as  perfect  as  possible. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "ia 
the  galleries." 

Mr.  Macon  opposed  this  amendment,  as  it 
would  make  a  difference  between  the  stenogra- 
phers; some  would  be  admitted  within  the  area 
of  the  Hall,  while  others  would  be  placed  in  the 
gallery.  He  wished  them  all  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing. 

Mr.  Roberts  explained  this  to  be  his  inten- 
tion, d:.c. 

Mr.  Calhoon  moved   to  adjourn. — Carried. 
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^u  Tdesdat,  June  1, 

(  Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  presented  a  p( 
iiJaniel  Newmau.  of  the  State  of  Geoi 
^g  compensation  for  his  servant,  who  was  killed 
%n  the  expedition  commanded  by  the  petitioner 
gainst   the   Seminole    Indians,  during   the    last 
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but  certaiolf  not  coDTietion.     A 


fallacy 
to 


r\  pervaded  the  whole  of  his  argument.     It  was  to 
petition  01    r    1-        1  CL  ^  1  I 

'    .  be  lound  in  every  ot  his  premises,  and  necessarily 

"^S  *)  P    y'    led  to  error  in  his  conclusion. 
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umpaigii— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
i  On  motion  of  Mr.  Robehtson,  a  committee  was 
•;ippointe(i  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
'lablishing  a  District  Court  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
j-itory.  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise; 
iiiid  Mr.  KoBEHTSON,  Mr.  Telfair.  Mr.  Bowen, 
^r.  Cooi'ER,  and  Mr.  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
J^ere  appointed  the  committee. 
•  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Vir- 
r  «iaia,  to  amend  the  Standing  Rules  and  Orders 
ivfthe  House,  by  adding  the  following  thereto: 

'•'An   additional   standing   committee   shall   b«  ap- 
l  £j)«iated  aC  ibe  commencement  of  each  sesaion,  vii : 
«  >r  {"A  Co  Dmtttee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  consist  of  seven 
'  jgi^mbers. 
>  ':**  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  xaid  Committee  on  the 

*  ^l^iiiciary  to  take  into  consideration  all  such  petitions 
i   Lod  matters  or  things  touching  judicial  proceedings  as 

•  ^hall  be  ^^resented,  or  may  come  in  question,  and  be 
I  Selerred  to  them  by  the    House,  and  to    report  their 
;    fjpinion  thereupon,  together  with  such  propositions  rel- 
ative thereto,  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient." 

?    Ordered^  That  the  said  amendment  do  lie  on 
Jhe  table. 

^    I  STENOGRAPHERS. 

1    The    case    of    George    Richards 

brought  up. 

I  Mr 

.  Jo  75. 

\  \  Mr.  Stockton  moved  to  strike  out  "additional 
Stenographers"  and  insert  ''additional  accoramo- 
ijation  be  made  in  the  gallery  for  stenographers." 
Mr.  BiHB  move<l  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 


was 


again 


It  is  assumed  by  the  gentleman.  a«  a  first  pnn- 
ciple,  that  the  Speaker  of  this  House  is  irrespon- 
sible txcept  for  wrongs  done  to  the  members  of 
this  House.  This  is  not  the  gentleman's  language, 
but  it  is  clearly  his  meaning.  I  would  not  for 
worlds  mistake  it.  Whence  is  this  position  de- 
rived ?  That  the  Speaker  is  not  accountable  to 
any  other  tribunal  than  this  House  for  wrongs 
committed  as  Speaker,  is  indeed  true.  But  where 
IS  the  principle  to  be  found  which  restricts  his 
accountability  to  wrongs  committed  on  the  mem- 
bers 7  If,  in  the  exercise  of  a  discretionary  au- 
thority confided  to  him  by  the  House,  the  Speaker 
errs,  and  the  consequence  is  inconvenience  or  in- 
jury to  any  individual  of  the  nation,  high  or  low, 
private  or  public,  it  is  an  obvious  dictate  of  ju.v 
tice,  that  the  House  should  hasten  to  redress  the 
injury,  to  remove  the  inconvenience  resulting 
from  this  error.  The  Speaker  is  their  agent — 
their  orean.  His  acts  nre  to  be  deemed  theirs. 
Whenever  those  acts  are  disapproved  of,  the  House 
will,  and  ought,  to  disavow  them.  But  how  has 
It  become  necessary  to  inquire  into  this  doctrine? 
There  is  nothing  in  the  resolution  now  before  us. 
and  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  proposes 
to  amend,  that  calls  for  such  a  discu.vsion.  With- 
out inquiring  whether  the  decision  of  the  Speaker 
be  right  or  wrong,  without  pronouncing  an  opinion 
on  the  individual  case  of  Mr.  Richards,  it  directs 
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that  arrangements  shall  be  made  for  the  accom- 
modation of  additional  stenographers.     By  such 
Bibb's  amendment  was  put  and  lost,  70  I  a   resolution  the  difficulties  of  the  Speaker  will 

be  removed,  and  the  case  of  Mr.  Richards  again 
submitted  to  him,  after  the  removal  of  tho»e  dif- 
ficulties. 

But,  says  the  honorable  gentleman,  this  reso- 
lution, growing  out  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Rich- 
ards, is  substantially  a  compliance  with  that  pe- 
tition, and  an  affirmance  that  the  Speaker  hak 
done  hiin  wrong  as  he  complains.  Here,  it  s-eems 
lo  me,  the  gentleman  errs  in  point  of  fact.  Mr. 
Richards  states  the  facts  of  his  case,  simply  and 
truly,  without   the    allegation   of  a  wrong   being 

The  mistake  of  the 
seems  to  be  entirely 
tounded  on  an  overstrained  and  erroneous  con- 
struction of  the  word  "exclude."  Surely  the 
gentleman  has  not  exercised  in  this  particular  his 
usual  critical  acumen.  Neither  in  common  lan- 
guage, nor  in  strict  etymology,  does  the  word  ex- 
clude, imply  the  idea  of  previous  possession.  Are 
h  that  the  discussion  had  been  prolonged  until  j  not  strangers  excluded  from  tho  floor  of  this  hall? 

Yet  IS  It  hence  to   be  inferred  that  they  ever  had 


t    

resolution  from  the  word  '*  resolved,"  and  insert 
lP  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to 
^^  granted." 

j  Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  with  some  warmth  against 
fhe  petition,  urging  that  the  Speaker  was  not 
'(O  be  reduced  to  the  level  of  the  petitioner — that 

Jkc  claimed  a  seat  as  a  matter  of  right.     Whence  I  committed  by  the  Speaker 
ftr^se  high  pretensions  ?   He  had  been  excluded  by     gentleman    in   this  respect, 
in  arrangement  o{  the  Speaker — as   if  he  had  a 
(light  to  be  admitted  !    He  denied  the  qualifications 
^f  Mr.   Richards   as  a  stenographer,    upon    the 
icore  of  ability  and  impartiality. 
*   Mr.  Gaston  said   he  rose  with  reluctance,  to 
laim  the  attention  of  the  House.     He  was  sensi- 
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became  fatiguing.  He  was  unwilling  also  to 
)9  accessary  in  bringing  down  upon  the  House 
)i  repetition  of  the  sentence,  which  a  self-created 
ftpsor  had  pronounced  against  them,  of  having 
*  lost  a  day."  But  he  was  disposed  to  examine 
jhe  train  of  argument  which  had  been  pursued 
^.y'the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
%»i}th  an  ingenuity  and  a  plausibility  which  ren- 
i)e}ed  It  Oi'setving  of  notice.  He  had  listened  to 
^«  geaileraan  with  attention — with  freedom  from 

h 


possession  of  it?  No,  sir.  we  exclude,  when  we 
inhibit  entrance — when  we  shut  out — when  we 
refuse  admittance.  We  expel,  when  we  drive 
out  of  possession.  Nor  does  Mr.  Richards  repre- 
sent the  use  of  this  floor  as  a  right  to  which  he 
is  entitled,  but  expressly  as  a  privilege,  which 
was  accorded  at  the  last  session,  and  which  he 
prays  may  be  renewed  at  this.  There  is  not,  sir, 
to  my  appreheasioa,  anything  ia  the  petition  of 
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Mr.  Richards,  which  can  shock  the  most  fastidious 
delicacy — the  most  scrupulous  regard  for  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Chair. 

These  are  the  simple  facts  of  the  case.  Under 
an  order  of  the»House  directing  stenographers 
to  be  admitted  by  the  Speaker  when  it  can  be 
done  without  inconvenience,  the  petitioner  made 
application  to  be  received  as  such.  This  appli- 
cation was  rejected,  because,  as  the  Speaker  in- 
forms us,  the  boxes  erected  could  accommodate 
but  four,  and  the  four  admitted  had  prior  claims. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  recommend  addi- 
tional boxes,  that  more  may  be  accommodated  ; 
and  to  this  we  must  not  accede,  because  it  will 
insinuate  a  doubt,  whether  the  Speaker  was  right 
in  the  opinion,  that  the  boxes  erected  could  ac- 
commodate but  four!  This  inference  may  with 
some  appear  to  be  fairly  deduced,  but  in  my  judg- 
ment It  i.s  anything  but  logicai. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  apologized  for  again  rising  in 
the  debate.     Nothing,  he  said,  but  some  misrepre- 
sentations of  the  spirit  of  the  petition   which  he 
had  presenif'd.  and  some  reflections  on  the  course 
which  he  had  pursued,  could  have  induced  him 
to  rise  in  this  protracted  period  of  the  discussion. 
The  amendment,   said  .Mr.  G.  is  a  flat  denial 
of  the  petition— and   what  are   the  reasons  ad- 
vanced   by  the  gentleman   from  South   Carolina 
in  support  of  it.     •'  The  petitioner,  he  says,  claims  j 
a   right  on   that   floor,   and   complains    that   the  ' 
Speaker  has  injured  him  by  violating  that  right,  I 
and  that  he  claims  redress  for  the  injury." 

Mr.  Speaker,  not  one  word  or  suggestion  of' 
the  kind  is  to  be  found  in  the  petition.  These 
are  notions  which  the  gentleman  has  conjured 
up  in  his  own  fancy.  The  petitioner  neither 
claims  a  right  on  this  floor,  nor  does  he  complain 
of  any  injury  to  that  right.  The  petition  is  a 
simple  and  respectful  statement  of  undeniable 
facts.  He  states  that,  at  the  last  session,  by  per- 
mission of  the  Speaker,  he  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  a  place  on  the  floor  as  a  reporter  for  the  Fed- 
eral Republican  newspaper;  that,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  he  applied  for  the 
same  privilege;  that  he  was  informed  by  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  that  he,  by  a  new  arrangement 
and  by  order  of  the  Speaker,  was  excluded— he 
then  prays  the  House  to  grant  him  the  privilege 
which  the  Speaker  had  refused. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  where  did  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  find  the  claim 
of  right,  and  the  complaint  of  injury,  about  which 
he  had  spoken  so  warmly.  Mr.  G.  repeated,  that 
it  was  no  where  to  be  found  in  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman.  But,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  it  were  otherwise, 
I  deny,  I  utterly  deny  the  humiliating  doctrine.' 
that  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  or  any  other  pub- 
lic man  in  thii  nation,  be  he  high  or  be  he  low, 
IS  not  responsible  for  any  injuries  he  may  inflict 
even  on  the  meanest  citizen. 

What  new  Republican  doctrine  is  this,  sir? 
How  long  is  it  since  any  man  has  risen,  in  this 
country,  so  high  in  dignity  and  in  power  that  he 
can  with  impunity  trample  down  the  rights  of 
any  citizen  ?  In  what  article  of  the  Republican 
code  is  this  fundamental  maxim  of  despotism  lo 


be  found?     No,  sir.  gentlemen    mistake  the  na- 
j  ture  of  our  free  in.stitutions,  if  they  believe  them 
I  contaminated    with  principles   like   these.     Sir, 
said  .Mr.  G.,  the  time  has  not  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try when  any  man   has  risen,  or  can  rise  above 
control,  and  set  at  defiance  responsibility.     Dress 
,  him  in  what  robes  you  may,  exalt  him  where  you 
can,   he  will  find  a  tribunal   still   above   him,  to 
which   he  must  answer,  and  to  which   he  shall 
finally  submit. 

The  rights  of  the  humblest  beggar  who  crawls 
j  on  the  earth,  are  as  strictly  guarded   by  the  laws 
as  those  of  the  supplest  minion  who  crouches  at 
the  footstool  of  power.     The  chains  of  the  Con- 
I  stitution  are  around  us  all.  and  they  never  shall 
be  loosened  until  liberty  sinks  in  a  general  con- 
vulsion  of  society.     The   struggles  of  aspiring 
I  men,  to  shake  them  off",  shall  but  draw  them  closer, 

and  render  them  stronger. 
i      The    Speaker,  sir,  of  this  House  is  amenable 
to  any  man  for  an  injury  inflicted  in  the  course 
of  his  duty.     But  he  is  amenable  in  a  particular 
manner  to  this  House  and  within  these  walls.     I 
know,  sir,  he  is  not  to  be  questioned  without  these 
walls,  for  anything  which  he  does  within    them 
as  Speaker  of  the  House.     But.  sir,  the  same  rule 
applies  lo  every  member  on  this  floor.     You  ao^ 
I,  sir,  in  this  respect  are  on  the  same  list,  we  are 
both  protected.     Does  it  hence  follow,  that  we  are 
not  responsible   within   these  walls  and  to  this 
House  for  improper  conduct  to  any  citizen,  how- 
ever humble  his  station  in  life  ?  and  is  it  improper 
when  such  a  citizen  has  sustained  an  injury  from 
the  Speaker,   in  the  administration  of  the  duties 
assigned  him  by  this  House,  that  he  should  peti- 
tion the  House  for  remedy  and  redress? 

At  what  era  in  our  Government   was  it,  that 
this  revolution  in  affairs  took  place  ?     How  long 
since  has  it  been  a  crime,  by  a  respectful  petition, 
to  state  a  grievance   to  the  only    body   that  can 
I  grant  redress  ?     But  the  petitioner  and  the  Speak- 
I  er  are  at  is.sue  say  gentlemen.     Well,  and  what 
then?     Is  your  Speaker,  I  again  ask,  either  irre- 
sponsible for  his  conduct,  or  above  the  control  of 
the  House?     Is  it  meant  that  when  the  Speaker 
ascends  the  Chair,  he  shall   be  clothed    with  des- 
potic power,  and  be  invested  with  the  attribute  of 
infallibility  ?    I  am  sure,  sir,  the  honorable  Speak- 
er himself  will  reject  all  such  claims.     He  will 
claim  no  exemption  from  a  fair   responsibility. 
It  is  human  to  err — an  exaltation  to  the  Speaker's 
Chair,  does  not  exempt  from  the  frailties  of  hu- 
manity. 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  is  contended  that  ■'  this  com- 
plaint is  founded  on  a  rule  of  this  House.  These 
rules  are  solely  for  the  members,  and  a  violation  of 
them  cannot  be  noticed  but  by  a  member;  there- 
fore the  petition  itself  was  disorderly,  and  ought 
lo  be  rejected."  That  no  one  can  take  cogni- 
zance of  and  enforce  the  rules  of  this  House,  but 
itself,  is  certainly  true.  But  it  is  no  less  true, 
that  if  a  right  or  privilege  is  secured  to  any  citi- 
zen, by  any  law,  whether  by  act  of  the  legislature, 
or  in  the  form  of  a  rule  of  this  House,  such  right 
and  privilege  is  sacred,  until  the  act  be  repealed 
or  the  rule  di.spensed  with  by  the  same  ppwer 
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tiiat  gave  iliem  existence.     And  if  the  Speaker. 

yp  any  other  mao,  violates  that  privilege  or  right, 

a|iy  one  injured   must   have  redress — in  the  case 

egyslative  att  by  a  court  of  law — in  the  case 

by^  petition   to  this  House.     In  every 

herelore,  these  doctrines  are  incorrect  and 

Cjinnot  be  endured,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  offer 

•  uj)  the  rights  of  our  constituents  on  the  altar  of 
'.  (lenity  and  power. 

J  Mr.  G.  then  contended,  that  in  this  petition 
there  was  no  claim  of  right,  no  impeachment  of 
dje  Speaker's  motives,  no  allegation  of  injury. 
Sir.  Richards  prayed  for  admission  with  the  other 
i(|enographers,  upon  the  same  footing,  and  subject 

;U}  the  same  control.  It  could  not  seriously  be 
contended,  that  one  additional  seat  would  incom- 

Injode  the  House.     He  therefore  "hoped  the  araend- 

'njent  would  be  rejected,  and  the  resolution  pass 

<a>  It  came  from  the  committee. 

T     After  a  long  debate  the  question   to  strike  out 

^vas  put  and  carried — 85  to  75. 

J     The  question  to  insert  Mr.  Bibb's  amendment 

Twas  then  put  and  carried — 88  to  72. 

»]'*■  Wednesday,  June  2. 

'The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ifrotn  the  ComraLssioaer  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
^3ce,  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the 
Xand  Office  at  Kaska-skia.  relative  to  certain  claims 
Tfot  land  iQ  that  district;  which  were  referred  to 
t,Ue  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

•  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the 
;receptioa.aad  reference  of  petitions. 

|i'  

J  ;!  Thursday.  June  3. 

*.  i!Another  member,  to  wit :  from  North  Carolina, 
jEj^RTLETT  Yancey,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
idiflotials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

FINANCES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
i  I  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
»fiom  William  Joues,  acting  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
vsiiry,  transmitting  his  annual  report  on  the  state 
*jf  the  finances  of  the  United  States:  which  was 
'rf^kd,and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
fVfeans.  The  report  is  as  follows: 
^k  obedience  to  the  act  "  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
':  *  tied  *An  act  to  eaublish  the  Treasury  Department," 

*  ihe  Acting  SecreUry  of  the  Treaaury  respectfully 
I    iBubmits  the  following  report: 

t  'The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  first  of  Oc- 
jt«it»er,  1812,  to  the  Slst  March,  1813,  have  amounted 

^f $15,412,416  25 

I'lie  balance  in  the   Treasury  on  the 

I  i  30th  of  September,  1812,  waa        -       2,362,652  69 

♦  i:  

r  I  Making  together   ....     17,775,068  94 

ilj.he  expenditures  from  the  first  of  October,  1812,  to 
i  j.the  3lBt  March,  1813,  have  amounted 

'     *o $15,919,334  41 

^  -aving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on 

;  the  fir»t  of  April,  1813,  of     -         -        1,866,734  53 


! 


{    * 


17,776,068  94 


The  enclosed  statement  (A)  shows  in  detail  the 
several  sources  from  which  the  receipt*  were  derived, 
and  the  branches  of  expenditure  to  which  the  disburae- 
ments  from  the  Treaiiurj  were  applied. 

Pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  8th  of  February  last, 
subscriptions  for  a  loan  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars 
were  opened  on  the  12tb,  and  again  on  the  26th  of 
March  last.  But,  although  a  thirteen  years'  annuity 
of  one  per  cent,  was  offered  in  addition  to  a  six  per 
cent,  stock  at  par,  for  the  money  which  might  be  sub- 
scribed. It  being  apparent  from  the  result  of  the  first 
subscription,  that  the  whole  amount  could  not  be  ob- 
tained on  those  terms,  proposal'*  in  writing  were  in- 
vited. Offers,  exceeding  by  about  a  million  of  dollars 
the  amount  wanted,  were  received,  some  demanding 
a  thirteen  years'  annuity  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent, 
in  addition  to  six  per  cent,  stock  at  par,  hut  most  of 
them  requiring  a  six  per  cent,  stock  at  the  rate  of 
eighty-eight  per  cent.  On  these  terms,  leaving  to  the 
subscribers  the  option,  the  loan  was  effected.  In  con- 
formity with  the  public  notification  the  same  terms 
were  extended  to  those  pertons  who  had  subscribed 
on  the  first  opening  of  the  subscription,  and  they  have 
the  same  option  ;  which,  if  the  stock,  at  the  rate  of 
eighty-eight  per  cent.,  be  taken,  is  equivalent  pre- 
cisely to  a  premium  of  thirteen  dollars  and  sixty-three 
cents  and  seven-elevenths  of  a  cent  for  each  hundred 
dollars  loant*d  to  Government.  The  enclosed  papers 
under  the  letter  B,  are  copies  of  the  several  public 
notices  given  on  the  subject,  and  a  statement  of  the 
moneys  respectively  obtained  by  open  subscriptions 
and  written  proposals,  and  showing  also  the  sums  ob- 
tained and  payable  in  each  place  where  subscriptions 
were  opened. 

Of  that  sum  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars  thus  ob- 
tained on  loan,  there  was  paid  into  the  Treasury,  prior 
to  the  first  of  April,  1813,  the  sum  of  $1,086,737  50, 
which  makes  a  part  of  the  moneys  received  previously 
to  that  day  a«  slated  in  the  statement  (A.) 

The  resources  for  the  residue  of  the  year  1613  con- 
sist of  the  following  items,  viz: 

1.  The  remainder  of  the  loan  above- 
mentioned    .... 

2.  The  sums  payable  on  account  of 
customs  and  of  the  sales  of  pubUc 
lands,  estimated  at         •  -  . 

3.  The  five  milhons  of  dollars  in  Trea- 
sury notes  authorized  by  the  act  of 
Febraary  26,  1813 


$14,913,262  50 


9,320,000  00 


4,000,000  00 


Say 29,230,000  00 

The  expenses  for  the  last  nine  months  of  the  pres- 
ent jfi  are  calculated  as  follows  : 

1.  Civil  list,  and   all  expenses  of  a  civjl  nature,  both 
foreign  and  domestic  -         -         .         .       $900,000 

2.  Payments  on  account  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  per 

estimate  (C)  herewith         .         .         .      10,610,000 

3.  Expenses  on  account  of  the  War  and 

Navy  Departments     ....      17,820,000 


$29,230,000 


Of  the  sum  of  $1,855,734  53,  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  of  April  last,  a  small  part  may  be 
considered  as  appUcable  to  such  extraordinary  ex- 
penses already  authorized,  as  may  arise  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year;  and,  for   the  same   object,  the 
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sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  atjthorized  by  an  act  of 

the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  loaned  to  the  United 
States,  but  which  wa«  not  offered  in  time  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  part  of  the  loan  of  sixteen  millions,  may 
be  considered  as  a  resource. 

In  this  egtimato  the  whole  sum  of  five  milUons  of 
dollars,  authorized  to  be  issued  in  Treasury  notes,  is 
taken  as  a  part  of  the  resource*  of  the  present  year. 
But  as  it  IS  not  deemed  eiijfiblr  to  increase  the  amount 
of  Treasury  notes  in  emulation,  and  as  three  millions 
only  of  those  authorized  by  thr  act  of  1H12  were  issued 
in  that  year,  and  are  reimbursable  m  the  course  of  the 
present  year,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  in  lieu  of 
issuing  two  millions  of  the  five  millions  authorized  by 
tht!  act  of  February,  1813,  Congress  should  authorize 
an  additional  loan  for  the  same  amount,  it  being  made 
a  condition  of  such  loan  that  iu  terms  should  not  be 
higher  than  those  of  the  loan  of  sixteen  millions  al- 
ready <»ffected. 

The  provision  already  considered  is  for  the  service 
of  the  present  year  only;  that  which  will  be  necessary 
lor  the  year    1814,  requires  an   early  attention.     It  is 
difficult  to  estimafe  with  accuracy  the  sum  which  will 
be  received  into  the  Treasury  from  the  revenue  as  now 
established.     During   a   state  of  war,  the   customs,  at 
the  present  rate  of  duties,    have   been    heretofore  esti- 
mated  to  produce  five  millions  of  dollars.     The  addi- 
tional   tonnage  duty  imposed   upon  foreign  vessels  by 
the  act  of  the  1st  of  July,  1813,  producing  about  two 
,  hundred    thousand   dollars  a   year,  is  not  included  in 
that  sum.     It  is  believed  that,  during  the  year  1814,  a 
greater  sum  than  five  millions  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ought   not  to  be  relied   upon  as  receivable  into 
the  Treasury  from  custom-house  duties.    The  sum  aris- 
ing from  sales  of  public  lands  may  be  estimated  at  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  making,  together,  five  mil- 
lion   eight    hundred    thousand    dollars.     The   interest 
alone  on  the  public  funded  debt,  on  temporary  loans, 
and  on   the  Treasury  notes,  which  will  become  paya- 
ble in  that  year,  will  amount  to  four  millions  four  hun- 
dred   thousand    dollars.     The  other   engagemcnu,  on 
account  of  the  principal  of  the  funded  debt,  of  tempo- 
rary loans,  and  of  Treasury  notes,  which  will  become 
reimbursable   in   that   year,  amount  to  seven    million 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  exceeding,  to- 
gether, by  more  than  five  million  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  estimated  amount  of  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  derived  from  the  revenue  as  now  estab- 
lished. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  sufficient  to  evince  the 
necessity  of  a  speedy  and  effectual   provision   for  the 
service  of  that  and  the  ensuing  years.     The  mode  and 
the  extent  to  which  this  provision   should  be  earned, 
have  iH'en  heretofore  suggested  from  this   Department 
to  Congress,  and    have    received    the  consideration  of 
that  body.     The  expenses  of  the  Peace  EsUbii^hment  i 
of  the  United   States,  and   the  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  including  that  on  the  loans  made  for  the  prose-  ! 
cution  of  the  war,  are  believed  to  be  the  least  sum  that  ' 
ought,  under  any  circumstances,   to    be  raised  within  ' 
each  year.     These,  if  the  expenses  of  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment are  taken  at  the  sum   necessary  for  the  I 
ordinary  expenditure  of  the  United  States  previously  I 
to  the  additional   armaments  made  in  the  year   1812, 
with  a  view  to  an   approaching   state  of  war,  and   in- 
cluding   the    interest  on   the    loans  of  the  years    1812 
and    1813,  and  also  of  that  which  will   probably   be 
necessary  in  the  year   1814,  will  amount,  during  that 
year,  to  eleven  milhon  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
vix: 

13th  Con.  1st  Stss.— 5 


The  expense  of  the  Peace  EsUblishmcnt,  exclusive  of 
the  additional  force  authorized  by  the  acU  passed 
during  the  year  1812,  may  be  estimated  at  the  sum 

T,."'      .  "         "         *         •         -         -         -  $7,000,000 
1  he  interest  on  the  public  debt  during  the 
year   1814,  wUl   be  as  follows :    On  old 
funded  debt     '     . 
On  bix.per  cent,  stock  of  1812,  including 
temporary  loans  received  in  part  of  the 
loan  of  eleven    millions,  which  will   re- 
main unpaid  in  1814 
On  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1813 
On  Treasury  notes  which  will  be  reimburs. 
able  m  1814,  say  on  five  millions,  at  five 
and  two-fifths  per  cent. 


2,100,000 


500,000 
1,090,000 


On  the   loan   for  the  year  1814,   interest 
payable  within  that  year 


270,000 
10,960,000 
440,000 


$11,400,000 

The  revenue  now  established  being  estimated  to 
produce  $5,800,000,  would  leave  to  be  raised  the  sum 
of  $5,600,000,  to  cover  the  above  sum  of  $  1 1,400,000. 
The  internal  taxes  heretofore  proposed  were  estimated 

to  produce $5,000,000 

And  the  duty  of  twenty  cenU  a  bushel  on 
salt  imported,  which  though  estimated 
heretofore  at  only  $400,000  a  year,  dur- 
ing a  state  of  war  yet,  as  the  consump- 
tion  considerably  exceeds  two  millions 
ot  bushels,  may  be  estimated  to  produce         600,000 

Making  the  sum  wanted' 


$5,600,000 


Although  the  taxes,  if  early  laid,  may  be  brought 
into  operation  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  1814, 
yet,  as  they  cannot  be  expected  to  have'  their  full* 
eflect  during  that  year,  some  auxiliary  resource  will  be 
required.  This  may  be  found  in  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  is  the  excessof 
the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  present  year,  over  the  demands 
on  that  fund,  according  to  the  existing  engageineriU  of 
the  United  States.  This  sum  of  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  may  be  carried  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  year  181 1,  and  will  be  wanted  in  addi- 
tion to  the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  milhons  o[ 
dollars,  to  meet  the  engagements  on  account  of  the 
public  debt,  which  must  be  fulfilled  dunng  that  year. 

As    reliance  must  be  had   upon  a   loan  for  the  war 
expenses  of  the  year  1814,  tfie  laying  of  the  internal 
taxes  may  be  considered,  with  a  view  to  that  object,  as 
essentially  necessary.     In  the  first  place,  to  facilitate 
the  obtaining  of  the  loan  ;  and,  secondly,  for  procuring 
it  on  favorable  terms.     It  is  ascerUined  that  the  terms 
of  the  loan  for  the  present  year  would  have  been  more 
favorable  if  the  taxes  had  been  previously  laid;  and  it 
is  obvious  enough,  that,  by  affording  a  security  for  the 
regular  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  eventual  re- 
imbursement of  the    principal,   more  stable,  and   less 
liable  to  be  weakened  or  cut  off  by  the  natural  effects 
of  war  upon  external  commerce  than  a  revcrrue  de- 
pending, as  that  of  the   United   Sutes   now  does,  al- 
most wholly  upon  such  external  commerce,  capitalists 
will  advance  with  the  greater  readiness,  and  at  a  lower 
rate  pf  interest,  the  funds  necessary  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war. 
Pubhc  confidence  will  be  insured,  and  the  loeanf 
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rtbrded  of  preserving  the-  public  credit  unimpaired  ;  a 
pleasure  of  the  utmost  importance  in  a  country  lilte 
j  *ur»,  where,  from  the  lightnew  of  the  demands  made 
J  y^xjn  the  people  during  the  continuance  of  peace,  the 
{  •itraordinary  expenses  of  a  state  of  war  can  be  sup- 
1  Wied  only  by  a  resort  to  that  credit. 
I  :  The  resources  oi  the  country  are  ample,  and  if  the 
I  nxeans  now  proposed,  and  those  heretofore  recom- 
I  mended  from  lhi!>  Department,  are  adopted, 'it  is  be- 
Leved  liiey  may  be  fairly  and  fully  brought  in  action. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
,  W.  JONES, 

f  Acting  Sfcretari/  of  the  Treasury. 

J  iTmiAsrsT  Defartmbitt,  June  2,  1813. 

I  I  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

♦.     Mr.  F'isK.  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
^made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Burweli  Bassett, 
tc;iQi«stJno:  the  eleciion  of  Thomas  M.  Bayly. 
f   •  The  report  is  as  follows: 

t  That  ai  the  last  general  election  in  Virginia  for  Rep- 
*re«entati»i-s  to  Congress,  the  said  Burweli  Bassett  and 

♦  the  said  Thomas  M.  Bayly  were  opposing  candidates, 
^.in  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Middlesex, 
rMalthews,  Gloucester,  Warwick,  Accomac,  North- 
?»mpton.  James  City,  Elizabeth  City,  and  the  city  of 

*  Williamshurg.  From  the  poll  of  the  several  counties, 
«th*  sitting  member  appears  to  have  had  a  majority  of 
iflfty-seven  votes  in  the  said  district,  and  he  was  accord- 
lihgly  returneti  ac  elected. 

I  The  laws  of  Virginia  prescribing  the  mode  of  con- 
^(Jucting  such  elections,  direct  that  the  sheriff,  or  other 
^officer  conducting  the  poll,  shall  close  it  the  same  day, 
^unless  the  electors  be  prevented  from  attending  by  rain 
fojr  the  rise  of  watercours^es,  or  unless  there  be  more 
^electors  attending  than  can  be  polled  in  one  day.  It 
.appears  that  neither  rain,  nor  the  rise  of  the  water- 
i'sourses,  prevented  the  electors  from  attending  on  the 
Election  in  the  county  of  Accomac.  Yet  the  poll  in 
^bis  county  was  continued  three  days;  for  what  cause 
^t*fa  not  appear,  ft  is  contended  by  the  petitioner  that 
£|>ere  is  no  evidence  that  this  continuance  was  for  a 
»;|Uise  warranted  by  law,  and,  therefore,  that  it  ought 
#t<»  be  presumed  illegal,  the  election  void,  and  a  new 
Jjjie  ordered. 

T  It  is  urged  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  sitting  mem- 
t^,  that,  until  disproved,  the  officer's  return,  who  con- 
ducted tho  election,  ought  to  be  respected  as  pri 
iptcie  evidence  of  the  legality  of  the  proceedings,  i 
k^c  comm.ttee  are  unanimously  of  this  opinion. 
T  •  That,  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  Accomac, 
tei»rwell  tJassett  had  61  votes,  and  Thomas  M.  Bayly 
Vtb  voles.  109  of  the  latter  are  challenged  as  illegal 
W  '^*  pciitioner,  who  presented  a  list  of  their  names, 
Uje  greater  number  of  which,  on  examination,  are  not 
.^(<ttnd  on  the  land  list.  The  fact  of  these  being  polled 
?ftir  the  sitting  member,  resU  entirely  on  the  declaration 
<jf  the  petitioner,  who  alleges  that  their  names  are  on 
Al;e  list  ot"  the  polls  taken  for  the  sitting  member,  a  ccr- 
^ed  copy  of  which  he  wa-s  unable  to  procure  from  the 
^|t)per  oifice.  hut  which  list  the  sitting  member  declares 
>^  be  incorrect. 

Cjit  is  alleged  by  both  the  sitting  member  and  the 
|)ft:tioner.  that  at.  and  subsequent  to  the  time  of  the 
,i;»ection,  the  usual  intercourse  between  the  different 
i)^rU  of  the  district  was  so  interrupted  by  the  enemies' 
jCfuisers,  as  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  procure  the 
5>ii5cessary  papers  and  evidence  to  support  their  respect- 
able allegations,  and  the  sitting  member  asks  for  rea- 

N  i  • 


ma 
and 


Bonable  time  to  be  allowed  him  by  the  committee  to 
take  testimony,  under  the  conviction  that  he  would  be 
able,  by  the  evidence  to  be  taken,  to  support  his  poll. 
And  upon  a  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  further 
time  ought  to  be  granted  the  parties  to  procure  testi- 
mony, and  they  accordingly  aubmit  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That weeks  be  allowed  to  the  parties 

to  procure  testimony  relative  to  the  said  election,  and 
that  the  Committee  of  Elections  have  power  to  examine 
witnesses,  and  make  order  for  such  examination  in  this 
case. 

The  blank  having  been  filled  with  the  word 
five,  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson,  called  up  the  resolution 
which  he  submitted  for  consideration  a  day  or 
two  ago,  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rules  and  orders  of  the  House:  An  additional 
standing  committee  shall  be  appointed,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  session,  viz:  a  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  consist  of  seven  members.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  to  take  into  consider- 
ation all  such  petitions  and  matters  or  things  touch- 
ing Judicial  proceedings,  as  shall  be  presented  or  may 
come  in  question  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the 
House,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon,  together 
with  such  propositions  relative  thereto  as  to  them  shall 
seem  expedient. 

Mr.  Jack30n  said  he  had  been  induced  to  sub- 
mit this  resolution,  from   the  consideration  that 
our  laws  are  in  many  instances  defective,  and  it 
is  of  the  utmost  importanee  that  they  should  be 
amended  ;  and  that  this  object  could  be  best  at- 
tained by  the  appointment  i;f  a  standing  commit- 
tee, to  whom  should  be  referred  all  propositions 
for  establishing  new  courts  and  regulating  their 
powers.     He  recollected  two  cases,  tailing  within 
his  own  observation,  which  had  led  him  to  con- 
template some  such   provision;  and  it  was   not 
without  some  surprise  that  he  found  it  had  been 
passed  over  so  long.     As  long  ago  as  during  the 
existence  of  the  internal  taxes,  one  of  those  cases 
occurred.     It  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that 
prosecutions  might  be  commenced  in  State  courts 
for  the  penalties  attendant  on  infractions  of  those 
laws.     In  pursuance  of  this  provi-ion  a  prosecu- 
tion had   been  commenced  in  Virginia  in  an  in- 
ferior court;  judgment  was  rendered  against  an 
individual,  who  it   was  manifest   had   not   con- 
formed to  the  provisions  of  the  law.     The  rase 
was  carried  to  a  higher  court,  however,  and  on 
the  ground  that  the  Constitution  had  vested   the 
Judicial  powers  of  the  United  States   in  the  Su- 
preme Couri,  and  such  other  courts  as  Congress 
might  establish,  it  was  decidtd  that  it  was*  not 
in  the  power  of  Congress  to  confer  jurisdiction 
on  the  State  court.     The  olfenders  of  course  es- 
caped.    Another  case  occurred  in  the  course  of 
the  last  year,  in  which  a  prosecution   was   insti- 
tuted against  a  postrider.  for  having  opened  the 
public  mail   travelling  from  Ohio  to   Kentucky. 
The  fact  was  notorious.      The  same  (|uestioa 
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occurred  again,  and  the  same  decision  look  place. 
The  individual  was  permitted  to  escape  without 
punishment.  An  amendment  to  our  laws  was 
unquestionably  necessary  in  this  respect.  To 
consider  such  cases,  and  the  various  applications 
lor  altering  the  organization  or  location  of  courts. 
<fcc.,  he  considered  the  appointment  of  a  siand- 
iijg  committee  necessary.  With  this  view  and 
also  to  render  the  decision  of  the  House  more 
uniform  on  these  applications,  as  they  would  be 
if  all  referred  to  the  same  committee,  he  had 
thought  proper  to  propose  this  amendment  to  the 
rules. 

No  opposition  being  made  to  the  motion    it 
was  adopted  without  a  division.  ' 

STENOGRAPHERS. 

Mr.  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
"  Resolved,  That,  for  disseminating  information 
among  the  good  people  of  the  United  Sutes,  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  admit  stenographers  into  the  House  of  Rep- 
rescnUUves  ;  and  that  the  Speaker  of  this  House  do 
cause  seats  to  be  provided  for  such  additional  steno- 
graphers as  may  be  admitted,  according  to  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  this  House.  " 

Nr.  Nelson  said,  he  introduced  this  resolution 
to  gratify  his  own  sense  of  right,  to  do  justice  to 


H.  or  Jl. 


the  minority,  and  to  facilitate  the 


means  of  giv- 


ing  publicity  to   the  proceedings  of   the  House 
He  hoped  it  would  pass  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Alston  recommended,  that  the  resolution 
shou  d  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  which 
should  have  the  power  of  revising  the  rules  of  the 
House.  He  was  on  the  committee  which  re- 
ported the  existing  rule.  He  was  for  placin^r  afl 
the  stenographers  in  the  gallery.  He  thou^rht 
the  convenience  of  the  House  demanded  this 
and  he  would  not  impose  upon  the  Speaker  the 
disagreeable  task,  either  of  sending  them  all  to 
the  gallery,  or  making  invidious  distinctions  be- 
tween them.  He  hoped  the  mover  would  take 
this  course;  otherwise  he  should  be  forced  to 
▼ote  against  this  resolution. 

Mr.   Farrow  moved  that  the  resolution   be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Nelson  said,  that  he  could  not  accede  ta 
either  proposition.  One  great  object,  he  said,  of 
introducing  his  resolution  was,  that  he  might  not 
be  considered  as  coinciding  in  the  reasons  here- 
tofore given  upon  the  petition  of  George  Rich- 
ards He  voted  against  that  petition.  But  not 
lor  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  majority  on  the 
floor,  which  he  wholly  disavowed.  He  said,  he 
had  made  this  motion  from  a  sense  of  duty  ;  the 
public  ought  not  to  be  debarred  from  any  source 
ol  information  ;  the  minority  ought  not  to  be 
deprived  of  a  stenographer  by  any  exercise  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  majority.  ~ 
papers  through  the  country,  ^aid  Mr 


duce  the  majority  to  adopt  the  resolution.  Mr.  N 
made  a  strong  appeal  to  the  equity  and  feelings 
ol  the  majority,  and  concluded  by  declaring  he 
had  performed  what  he  deemed  a  sacred  duty; 
and  was  no  further  solicitous  for  the  issue  of  his 
motion,  than  what  was  induced  bya  wish,  that  the 
majority  should  sustain  a  character  for  liberality 
fairness,  and  justice,  which  he  feared  would  be 
sacrificed  by  its  rejection. 

Mr.  Farrow  said,  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Nelson 
itiall  his  remarks,  except  that  he  wished  to  place 
all  the  reporters  in  the  gallery.  He  persevered  m 
his  motion  to  postpone. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  lost. 
Mr.  Farrow  then  moved   to  amend,  so  as  to 
place  all  the  reporters  in  the  gallery  ;  but  before 
he  could  reduce  his  amendment  to  writing- 
Mr.  Alston  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
a  committee  of  seven,  with  power  to  revise  and 
report  any  alteration  of  the  rules  they  might  deem 
proper :   Which  motion  was  concurred  in°70  to  67. 
Mr.  AL.ST0N,  Mr.  Grosvenor,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Nelson.  Mr.  Gaston.  Mr.  Farrow, 
and  Mr.  McKim,  were  appointed  the  committee'. 


Friday,  June  4. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Samuel  M.Hopkins;  and  from  Delaware,  Henbt 
M.  Ridoely;  appeared,  produced  their  creden- 
tials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Pitkin  presented  the  petition  of  the  Darby 
Wishing  Comf)any.  praying  a  remission  of  certain 
forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  for  an  uninten- 
tional violation  of  the  non-importation  law.  by 
introducing  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
States  a  vessel  loaded  with  produce  of  the  Brit- 
ish West  Indies. 

The  petition  having  been  read.  Mr.  P.  moved 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Some  objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright  to 
the  reference  of  this  petition,  because  it  was  not 
proper  to  legislate  on  particular  case.s.  and  because 
he  looked  upon  this  as  one  of  a  questionable  char- 
acter; but  the  opposition  was  withdrawn  on  the 
representation  of  Mr.  Pitkin  of  the  circumstan- 
stances  of  the  case,  and  Mr.  Wright  contented 
himself  with  expressing  his  hope  that  if  any  pro- 
vision resulted  from  the  consideration  of  that  pe- 
tition, it  would  be  of  a  general  and  not  a  particu- 
lar character. 

The  petition  was  referred. 

COMPENSATION  TO  VOLUNTEERS,  Ac 

Mr.  Sharp  offered  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

„  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 

1  he  news-  j  what  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  compensation 
N..  are  de-  I  of  the  mounted    riflemen  who  were  called   into  ser- 


noijncingus  for  closing  our  doors  against' Fed- j  vice  from  ;helut;Tf7c;nucTy  TnThe7ea^872%Td 
erai  stenographers,  and  for  using  our  power  to  !  that  the  committee  be  authoriied  to  report  by  bUl  or 
oppress  and  bear  down  the  minority  on  this  floor     otherwise.  ^ 

b^  sa^^o^an3^usUtV  ^  '^'' ^- '''^  '"^''^^  be  necessary,  for  the  in- 

oy   sanction   and  justify   all   these  accusations  ?  i  formation  of  soraegentlemen  not  acquainted  with 


Mr.  N.  said,  he  hoped  not.     He  trusted  a  sense  of 
justice  to  the  minority  and  the  public  would  in- 


the  fact,  to  slate  that  the  troops  alluded  to  in  this 
resolution  were  those  called  outlast  auiuina  from 
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Se  State  of  Kentoicky.  At  the  time  ihiit  Detroit 
•s  surrendered,  and  Chicago  had  fallen  into  the 
Siftnds  of  the  eneniy,  there  were  hut  two  forts  in 
*Je  WeNtern  country  which  resisted  their  en- 
[oachments.  These  were  Fort  Wayne  and  Fort 
[arrison.  defendexi  by  small  garrisons,  which  were 
lely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  eneniy.  being 
..  too  remote  a  distance  to  receive  immediate 
;'4ccor  ai  the  hands  of  the  General  Government. 
I*  was  then  that  the  Governor  of  Kentucky  was 
applied  to  for  a  force  for  their  relief.  The  citi- 
zens of  Kentucky,  with  their  characteristic  patri- 
^?ism,  immediately  marched  forth  to  their  relief, 
a]|d  defended  the  frontier  until  a  regular  force 
C(3uld  be  organized  and  marched.  The  services 
tlJey  rendered  on  this  occasion  were  prompt,  vol- 
ohtary  and  efficacious;  and  he  hoped  that  there 
would  he  no  hesitation  in  considering  this  sub- 
i(y.'t  and  making  the  necessary  provision  for  their 
ftimpensaiion. 

■>  ?Mr.  Grundy  said  it  was  far  from  his  inten- 
Ji*»n  to  oppose  the  object  of  the  motion.  But  he 
Ivfjuld  suggest  one  consideration,  which  might  in- 
y^ce  the  gentleman  to  agree  to  give  it  a  different 
direclion.  That  many  measures  had  been  taken 
|)*  the  Governors  of  several  States,  as  well  as  by 
>{:jcers  of  the  Army,  by  which  expenses  had  been 
Incurred  not  authorized  by  law.  was  a  fact  well 
iiown,  particularly  to  those  who  reprejtented  the 
">stern  country.  It  seemed  to  him  that  this  and 
^ipilar  propositions  ought  to  be  referred  lo  a  com- 
!ji»iitee  who  could  act  generally  on  the  subject; 
ji^d  let  all  concerned  know  what  might  be  ex- 
j>^cted  to  be  done  on  this  head.  If  particular  cases 
w{»'re  referred  to  particular  committees,  individual 
ii^d  local  feelings,  of  which  no  man  can  or  ought 
•plilivest  himself,  would  perhaps  influence  them 
oj  decide  contranly,  dec.  He  therefore  moved 
ihfit  this  subject  be  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 

|Q4tiee.  , 

I  "Mr.  Sharp  consented   that  his  motion   should 
^ke  that  course. 

t  Mr.  GoLDsBOROCGH  said  that  he  considered  all 
^ases  in  which  the  force  of  the  country  had  been 
ailed  out  for  its  defence  as  standing  on  the  same 
n»und  ;  snd  was  of  opinion  that  all  the  expenses 
the  mjlilia  and  other  forces,  called  out  by  itie 
9(Sate  authorities  for  the  defence  of  the  soil,  ought 
t  ^'be  defrayed  by  (he  General  Government.  He 
I  "lerefore  hoped  the  gentleman  would  so  modify 
i  il  motion  as  to  make  the  inquiry  general. 

Mr.  Sharp  havingdeclined  to  connect  his  mo- 
ijcjn  with  any  other  question,  with  the  merits  of 
"^hich  ho  was  not  acquainted — 
[  Mr.  GoLDSBOROCGH  moved  Jo  amend  the  mo- 
litlo  by  adding,  afier  the  words '•  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twelve,'' the  following:  ''And  also  for 
^fejTrayinj;  the  expenses  of  the  miliiia  called  out 
Hr^er  the  State  authorities  for  the  defence  of 
\\\\  couniry  against  ihe  incursions  of  the  enemy." 
'  Mr.  McKee  pointed  out  what  he  conceived  to 
l|e|ftn  obvious  distinction  between  the  two  cases 

irl)posed   to  be  blended  in  this  motion.     The  ob- 
'^t  of  his  colleague's  motion  was  to  inquire  into 
"  IB   propriety   of  compen-^aiing  those   who   had 
krched.not  lo  defend  their  particular  State,  not 


their  native  »oil,  but  a  distant  and  exposed  fron- 
tier; whilst  the  amendment  proposed  lo  embrace 
those  who  had  defended  merely  their  own  fire- 
sides. It  was  not  imperatively  ihe  duty  of  Ken- 
tucky to  send  out  her  forces;  but  she  was  influ- 
enced by  circumstances,  and  the  impossibility  of 
the  Government  acting  wiih  suflRcient  prompti- 
tude and  efficacy.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to 
joining  things  which  were  so  distinct  io  their 
nature. 

Mr.  Wright  was  in  favor  of  the  original  mo- 
tion ;  but  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  feel  in- 
disposed lo  consider  also  the  claims  of  those 
who  with  equal  zeal  had  defended  the  mari- 
time frontier  from  an  enemy  of  as  perfect  a  sav- 
age character  as  those  savages  whom  the  Ken- 
luckians  had  gone  out  against.  He  honored  the 
patriotism  of  Kentucky  ;  he  honored  her  exer- 
tions; but  it  was  proper  also  lo  consider  the 
claims  of  other  sections  of  ihe  Union.  The  cases 
were  made  ex  pari  maleria.  and  ought  not  to  be 
separated  ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  they  would  all 
be  referred  to  the  Military  Commiitee,  and  that 
no  line  would  be  drawn  between  the  eiernoDs  of 
different  parts  of  the  couniry. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROuGH  hoped  the  inquiry  would 
be  general.  He  could  not  see  the  full  force  of 
the  disiinclion  drawn  by  ihe  gentleman  from 
Kentucky.  He  would  ask.  where  was  ihe  differ- 
ence of  obligation  to  defray  the  expense  of  defend- 
ing one  part  of  the  country  or  another?  The 
same  obligation  had  relation  to  all.  For  instance, 
he  said,  the  militia  of  Delaware  had  been  called 
furihtoihedefenceof  Lewisiown;  some  fewtroops 
had  been  drawn  from  Pennsylvania  for  ihe  like 
purpose.  Were  not  the  United  Slates  in  ihis  case 
as  much  bound  to  pay  those  called  from  Delaware 
as  those  from  Pennsylvania  ?  He  did  not  say,  as 
a  positive  proposition,  that  all  the  expenses  ol  de- 
fence ought  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  General 
Government ;  but  he  did  say,  that  in  directing  the 
ationiion  of  a  committee  to  this  .subject,  the  rule 
should  be  general.  He  hoped  no  disposition 
would  prevail  logive  lo  one  Stale  an  opportunity 
of  making  larger  drafts  from  the  Treasury  than 
another. 

Mr.  McKee  disclaimed  any  intention,  in  ma- 
king a  diitinction.  lo  excite  unpleasant  feelings; 
but  there  still  appeared  lo  him  lo  be  an  obvious 
distinction  belwfen  militia  called  out  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  own  Gresides,  and  those  marching 
for  the  defence  of  a  distant  territory.  He  had  no 
objection  to  ihe  proposed  amendment,  if  in  a  sepa- 
rate proposition,  but  he  still  thought  they  ought 
to  be  kept  distinct. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Goldsbor- 
ODOH  was  agreed  lo  by  the  House  ;  and  also  an- 
other amendment,  suggested  by  Mr.  jENNiNoa,  to 
add  the  words  "and  the  territorial"  before  the 
word  "Governments." 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted, 
nem.  con. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Fi9K.  of  Vermont,  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
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William  Kelly,  contesting  the  election  of  Tho   , 
MAS  K.  Harris,  from  Tennessee,  made  a  report  I 
thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  at  the  last  general  election  in  Tennessee,  for 
Representatives  to  Congress,  the  said  William  Kelly 
and  Thomas  K.  Harris  were  candidates  in  the  third  ' 
Congressional  district.  From  a  return  of  the  polls  in  I 
the  district,  as  made  to  the  Governor  of  the  Siate,  it  ' 
appears  that  the  silting  member  obtained  one  vote  ' 
more  than  the  petitioner,  and,  therefore,  was  returned  i 
as  elected.  I 

By  the  laws  of  the  State,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  ' 
intpeclors  of  the  election  for  Representatives  lo  Con- 
gress, to  cause  Kvio  fair  statements  to  be  made  of  the 
number  of  votes  given  at  said  election  for  each  candi- 
date, and  certify  the  same;  and  it  is  also  made  the  du- 
ty of  the  sheriff,  or  returning  officer,  to  transmit  one 
of  the  said  returns,  or  certificates,  to  the  Governor,  and 
to  file  the  other  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of 
his  county.  That,  on  comparing  the  certificate  with 
the  polls  taken  in  the  county  of  Warren,  in  said  dis- 
trict, and  transmitted  to  the  Governor,  with  the  one 
filed  wiih  the  clerk  of  said  county,  there  appears  to  be 
two  more  votes  for  the  sitting  member,  on  the  former, 
than  there  is  en  the  latter  certificate.  And  it  further 
appears,  by  the  first  certificate,  that  the  number  of 
votes  given  to  each  candidafe,  being  added  together, 
will  exceed  by  two  the  whole  number  of  votes  certified 
to  ha»e  been  given.  The  petitioner  contends  that 
these  farts  prove  the  certificate  filed  with  the  clerk  cor- 
rect, and  the  petitioner  entitled  to  his  seat. 

The  sitting  member  was  not  notified  that  his  elec- 
tion would  be  contested,  until  after  his  arrival  in  this 
city,  and  he  now  states  that  he  believes  that,  if  time 
was  allowed  him,  he  could  procure  testimony  to  sup- 
port his  election,  and  to  show  that  the  petitioner  re- 
ceived many  illegal  votes,  and  that  there  were  several 
erroneous  returns  made  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  ;  and 
the  sitting  member  asks  for  rea.'^onable  time  to  be  al- 
lowed him  to  obtain  such  testimony. 

Upon  a  full  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  further  time  ought 
to  be  granted  to  the  sitting  member  to  procure  testi- 
mony, and  they  accordingly  submit  the  following  re- 
act ution  : 

Resolved,  That  until   the be  allowed  to  Tho- 


mas  K.  Harris,  a  member  of  thu  House,  to  procure 
testimony  relative  to  his  election. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  ihe  House  resolved  it- 
aelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  said 
report. 

The  petitioner  was  allowed  to  lake  his  seat  at 
the  bar  of  ihe  House  to  support  his  right. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  time 
which  ought  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Kellv  (the  petitioner)  declared  his  resolu- 
tion to  oppose  the  granting  to  .Mr.  Harris  of  any 
lime  lo  procure  evidence. 

The  blank  was  filled  with  three  months;  and 
the  question  slated  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tiuo  as  amended. 

Mr.  Kklly  then  opposed  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  ground  ihat  he  was  now  entitled 
to  the  seat  occupied  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  ought 
«ot  iheretore  longer  to  be  kept  from  it.     The  bur- 


den of  the  proof,  he  contended,  now  rested  not  oa 
him.  bui  on  the  sitting  member.* 

Mr.  Harris  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
I  would  feel  no  degree  of  pride,  sir,  in  occupying 
a  seat  on  this  floor,  were  I  not  conscious  that  I 

[•  This  is  one  oflhose  questions  frequently  discussed 
on  the  floor  of  Congrebs,  in  which  the  people  at  large 
are  but  little  interested,  and  which  are,  therefore,  not 
particularly  reported.  We  have,  however,  thought  it 
but  due  to  Messrs.  Harris  and  Kelly  to  permit  each  of 
them  to  lay  his  case  before  his  constituents  at  least, 
and  for  that  purpose  have  procured  for  publication  the 
statement  of  the  argument  of  each  gentleman,  the  one 
in  support  of  his  seal,  the  other  m  behalf  of  his  claim. 
—Editors  Nat.  Int.] 

Mr.  Kelly's  Statement, 

Addressed   to  the  people  of  the  Third  Congressional 

District,  in  the  Sute  of  Tennessee  : 

Fellow-Citizens:  Conceiving  myself  to  be  your  legi- 
timate Representative,  elected  by  i  majority  of  votes, 
in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  duty  I  came  on  to  this 
place,  and,  by  my  memorial  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, claimed  the  seat  into  which  mere  accident  had 
thrown   another   man.     The  case  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  and  their  report  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  where  it  was  under 
discussion  for  three  several  days,  and  has  ultuiiated  in 
a  vote  of  postponement  fur  three  months,  in  order  that 
other  testimony   may  be  procured  by  the  parties.     I 
opposed,   from  first  to  last,  with  all   the  energy  I  wa« 
master  of,  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Harris  in  the  seat  of 
your  Representative;  and   argued,  in  substance,  that 
the  proof  I  introduced  was  clear,  competent,  and  legal, 
to  prove  the  fact  of  having  received  a  majority  of  votes; 
from  which  fact,  my  right  to  a  seat  necessarily  result- 
ed, according  to  the  clearest  and  most  obvious  consti- 
tutional principles  of  the  country  ;  that  the  commiasion 
as  a  member   must  inevitably  have  issued  to  me  and 
not  to   Mr.  Harris,   had   no  error  been  committed  in 
making  out  the  return  from  Warren  court-house ;  that 
the  error  of  an  officer  ought  not  to  prejudice  even  an 
individual,  much  less  the  people  of  a  district  in  their 
elective  franchise  ;  but  should  be  corrected  as  soon  as 
proven  to  exist,  and  the  purties  placed  in  the  same  sit- 
uation they  would  have  occupied,  had   no  error  been 
committed,  and   the  man  having  a   majority  of  votes 
should  take  his  seat  for  the  present  in   preJerence  to 
the  man  having  a  minority,  notwithstanding  a  commis- 
sion had  been  accidentally  issued  to  him  ;  that,  in  fact, 
the   vote  of  the  people  made  the  Representative,  and 
not  the  commission,  which  was  nothing  more  than  a 
respectable  grade  of  evidence  pointed  out  by  law,  to 
prove  the  fact  of  a  majority  of  votes  having  been  given 
to  the  person  commissioned  ;  that  it  was  good  evidence 
of  that  fact  until  controverted  by  proof;  but  so  soon  as 
it  was  proven  that   a  majority  of  votes  were  given  lo 
another  candidate,  the  commission  became  defunct,  its 
foundation  sapped,  and  no  office  could  be  held  in  vir- 
tue of  it ;  that,  in  fact,  the  parties  should  occupy  the 
ground,  and  move  in  the  orbiu,  designated  for  them  by 
the  people. 

In  the  progress  of  the  debate  Mr.  Harris  neither 
manifested  magnanimity  and  candor  enough  to  admit, 
or  nerve  enough  to  deny,  the  existence  of  the  error 
complained  of;  but  enveloped  himself  in  a  labyrinth  of 
nice  technicalities,  played  off  the  adroit  special  plead- 
er, and  progressed  prutettando,  "  admitting  for  argu- 
ment sake,"  that  the  error  did  exist ;  yet  the  evidence 
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entitled  to  it  by  the  choice  of  the  people  of 

«  district  from  wliich  I  come.     And  as  I  have 

t-j^en  it  lender  a  b«flief  that  I  am  their  legitimate 

Tfalreseniitive.  I  would  be  unwilling  to  relinquish 

i^ilDiil  1  had  a  fair  opportUDity  of  procuring  tes- 

.  t>>iiony  fo  defend  it, 

i  f  The  result  of  ih*  election  was  not  known  to 
\v.b  until  about  the  28th  or  29ih  of  April,  when  I 
Jr^dtived  a  letter  from  Governor  Blount^  stating 
;nf«|rely  the  aggregate  number  of  votes  that  each 
;cjK'idate  got  in  the  district,  and  enclosing  me 
{t^i  credential   of  my   election.     The   Governor  I 


i 


h*''iK<i  on  to  prove  it  ought  not  to  be  noticed ;  becauge, 
J  according  to  his  notions  of  law,  it  was  ex  parte,  he 
Jh^vmg  no  notice  while  in  Tennessee,  that  the  evidence 
I  Wojxid  be  taken  or  the  seat  claimed. 
,  i'fc  thia  I  replied,  that,  the  copy  from  the  clerk's  of- 
•  fi^ti  of  Wurren  county  court,  and  from  the  secretary's 
.oltjre,  coufd  not  be  denominated  ex  parte  testimony, 
•ujitjer  any  circumstances  whatever;  that  any  citizen 
•whH  authorized  to  take  copies  of  them  at  any  time. 
'wlt|i|0ut  being  bound  even  by  the  principles  of  dcco- 


did  not  think  it  necessary,  as  I  had  a  majority  of 
the  votes,  to  give  me  a  full  statement  of  the  polls 
at  every  place  of  election.  But  for  the  .satisfac- 
tion of  Mr.  Kelly,  who  he  knew  would  wish  to 
understand  particularly  how  many  votes  were 
returned  to  me  from  each  county,  he  transmitted 
to  him  a  full  statement  of  all  the  returns,  request- 
ing him  to  forward  it.  after  he  had  examined  it 
to  the  editor  of  the  Knoxville  Gazette.  This 
statement  must  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Kelly 
nearly  about  the  same  time  that  I  received  the 
letter  from  the  Governor,  for.  on  the  3d  of  June, 
while  on  my  way  here,  I  saw  Mr.  Kelly  at  Sparta' 


and,  of  course,  as  to  that  particular  point  in  the  case, 
was  sufficient  to  authorize  ita  correction,  which  would 
have  iett  the  majority  in  my  favor;  and  even  if  Mr. 
Harris  were  afterwards  to  contest  mv  election  success- 
fully, it  would  only  fhow  by  the  reasoning  a<lopted 
that  the  House  had  acted  a  little  whimsically.  It  could 
not  be  said,  they  had  acted  unjustly,  because  they  had 
legal  evidence  before  them  to  justify  the  proceeding — 

,.fcj!  r„..-,k  r       f  I         ,  '   '■"    ""  " ^"".  "'   "-"r""  I  «^»«^«n"  'o  show,  that  a  majority  of  votes,  were  in  fact 

:'M\  much  less  of  law,  to  g.ve  any  man  notwre  of  his  given  to  me  ;  but,  on.lhe  contrarv.  suppose  Mr.  Har- 
iY|ju  ion  o  take  them;  and  as  to  the  depositions  intro-  \  ris  should  never  be  'able  to>sul*tant  a\e  any  of  the 
dii^vd,  unless  Mr  Hams  denied  the  facts  proved  by  statemenU  he  has  made  and  have  to  deacend  from  hia 
til:  '  .  "Tfr  T  ^rr  '^^  ^'"""'^  °^  '^''''  ^'^^^^^^^  e'ev.tion,  will  not  the  people  of  the  district! 
nJ^^'^T-C  h  »  T  Tl'  r"""'''s  *  "T-^^r"  "^'^  ^^"^  ^'^  ^^P"^*-J  '"  ^he  mVa.i  time  of  the  ser- 
■:^J^'J^^,^^^'f'^^''^'^^^^^^^^^  vices    of  their    legitimate    RapresenUUve,  have    been 

aliened  thf  case,  and  therefore  no  injury  had  resulted    treated    unjustly  ?     To    my  mind  they  certainly  wdJ 
Hi.m  for  want  of  notice ;  the  reason  of  the  law  did  |  One   course,  bv  pos.ibU.t/  might  subject  the  House 
Vr'n^'i   'b     '/T'^'  ^""'  r'^^""'*^  "°t-  hereafter  to  the'iiiputation  of  haMug  a  ted  whims'cr 

.>,?^;n  fiVT'        .    '      "  "  ;>ar/.   argument,  claims    ly  ;  the   other,   with  at  least    with   equal   prob.b.lUy, 

ii^' FranllinTd    B?e  1  o""  "'7'''^  by  the  returns    jusUy.     Between  these  alternatives  the  choice  ia  obvi- 

^rcjQ,  r  ranKiin  anu    tiledsoe   counties-  2dlv    h<><>aiia«  ,  r.,.. .  /^r  i„.« i      i  .      ,  ,      . 

:    T.  If       1  v^^wunutu,  -uiy,  oecausc     ous .  ot  two  evi  s  always  to  choose  the    east-  to  avo  J 

;  «ymany  ,  egal  votes  were  given  to  me  at  the  elec-  ;'  Scylla  we  should  not  run  foul  of  Char,  w's      Again 

•ciqg     and,  Jdly.becausethesheritrof  Rhea  county  had     it 'cannot  be  properly  said  that  .Mr   Ha^r  s  hoVdsT; 

kTrnZ^lV  '"'^    T"^"^  "'"''  r'''  ''  ^™  "'  '  "*'»»  ^y  ^'^"«  «f  his  commission,  because  the  proof  that 

toU    oL    f^r  m  "'arrtheTrf'^'^H'   ^  T   ^'^^^  '  •''^^""^"^  °"^^  ^«"-^^^  of  his  hiving  received' a  rnVjor- 
\TZ   .^v     >   1      '/    f  ^        things  he  said,  he  could  ,  ity  of  vote,  is  now  done  away.     It  is  proven  by   leeal 

f?tou.  '  '      '"'  ""  ""^"^'^  '°  P'^'^"'"  ;  -""^  «""P^»^"'  ^-'i™-y  that  he  did  i.'ot  gtt  a  mal'!. 

:v^.:;'p"n  ' wtTt  ';;:■  wi:ii^he3he:t  Trr  ""  '  7"  "^^*^™'"'-  -'^-     -^^is  teT;  bVsurment'  and 

^^^i^^^^z:::^^^:;':^::^-^;^; ;  ■  r°he  '^ornir-^i^^rw'-^ ''-  '^^^  ^"'  ^^-rrr 
srrruXTiion-fhe^st^'t^^^"^ 

p^fp.  ne  ought  to  do  It  on  the  same  terms  he  must  have  j  ed  by  a  man  they  never  elected 

it  ten  tha^iXt.^:  w""".'."''  '"  '"  'T'  '^°™  "'''^-^'  '  ^'"'^  -^  bfunderstood.  a.  attaching 
M^lren,  that_,  in  fact,  it  was  well  proven   to  the  com-    the  smallest  degree  of  censure  to  the  m;mbera  of  tSf 


jni%e,  thai  he  had  a  minority  of  votes,  and  therefore 
;fh^|ld  be  put  to  the  laboring  oar.  But  a  large  major- 
«t)^of  the  members  were  of  opinion,  that  but  one  deci- 
jpi^a  could  properly  be  made  in  the  case,  and  that  deci- 
isicfiJFhould  be  iK)8tponed,  until  an  opportunity  would 
>)eJflilowed  to  procure  testimony  to  every  point  in  dis- 
pi^i;  because  it  would  be  whimsical  in  the  House,  to 

?r*r.V'"K"  "'''',' "°'''''l'l'*"^*"«^"^*^'^^°PP«*^     "->    "'«   calculated    to   sh< 

1t^5         ''  '""^'"''  ""'^  hereafter,  on  his  making    woOld  have  been  more  t  ro.Jl 

i)r>cif  of  his  statement*,   to   take   him   in   fKrnin       Th;.         ru  "e«;n  more  proi)er. 

fo^Jusion  .eems  to  me  to  be  ratheT  drawnTom  7han  '  tb  t '7  ""^k  T7  TT""  '°  ^^  P«^"  '"^  '^'"''^'^'^^ 
loSow  the  premises:  and  thet^Ise  ofTe^ali^'ra  it  trha^e'^o  ^7  t'bur  ""  ",  ^°"^  f^"""^*' 
4pi,l  ed  to  the  case  in  question,  rather  nUu..hl«  fh-n  :  »!n',l  ..^k.'L"°  *^^^"^'  ^ut  my  endeavorH  to  serve  yoa 


^  House.  No  sublunary  tribunal  is  exempt  from  error  ; 
and  I  am  confident  the  difference  of  opinion  upon  the 
subject  i.s  an  honest  one,  and  the  vote  of  postponement 

^  the  result  of  judgment  candidly  exercised;  and  being 
so,  It  becomea  a  duty  to  acquiesce,  however  hard  it 
may  operate ;  and  this  duty  is  not  at  all  infringed  by 
pointing  out  in  a  decorous  manner  any  reasons  that 
may    exist   calculated    to    show   that    another   course 


in  question,  rather  plausible  than 


apij^ljed  to  the  case 
^oI,d, 

jit  is  certainly  true,  that  every  tribunal  should  avoid 
iiCMi^g  whimsically,  but.  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be 
?°7t  '"P°''*"'  ^ii*^  they  should  avoid  acting  unjustly. 
;  rjejtestunony  offered  proved  the  existence  of  an  error 

:!! 

;   3 


will  be  duly  appreciated,  not  only  by  those  who  honor- 
ed me  with  their  suffrage,  but  by  a  number  who  voted 
against  me. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  esteem,  «Scc. 

^  WM.  KELLY. 

WA8H15BT0JI  CiTT,  June  9,  1813. 


Ul 
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OD   his  way  (as  I   riow  understand)  to  Warren    to  me.     I  never  saw  a  statement  of  the  returns 
coUDiy,  to  see  whether  the   mistake  did  exist  in  1  from  the  different  counties  until  I  got  to  Knox- 
the    return    from    that    county,    which    he    now  J  ville  and  was  .shown  it  by  the  editor  of  the  Knox- 
alleges  to   have    been   made      Mr.   Kelly   must.  U^lle  Gazette,  to  whom  Mr.  Kdly  had  sen^^^^^ 
therefore,  at  that  time  have  had.  either  on  paper        Mr.   Kelly  said    on    Friday   last,   that    -  there 
or  in  his  recollection,  a  full  statement  of  the  re-    •  were  some  men  whose  resources  would  beamplv 
M^rns  which  had    been  lorwarded  to  him  by  the  |  '  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  travel  so  great  a  dis- 
Governor      Why  did   not  Mr.   Kelly  .how  it  to  ,  '  tance  backwards  and  forwards,  in  the  prosecu- 
me?     Why  did  he  not  suggest  to  me  the  proba-  '  '  t.on  of  such  a  contest,  while  the  resuS  ce,  of 
bil.ty  o    a  mistake  froni  Warren?     He  says,  sir,  ,  '  others  would   be  too  limited  for  such  a  t"k  '» 
that  delicacy   prevented  h.m    from    making  the     What  idea  these  remarks  were  intended  to  com- 
commuuicatmn.     This  apology  would  well  have  I  municate,  I  will  not  distinctly  undertake  to  sav  • 
been  acceptable,  if  delicacy  had   also  prevented    but  1  presume,   sir.  the  affluent  or   indigent  ar- 
him  from  controverting  my  election  until  be  had  ;  cumstances   of    parties   will    never    be"  sa  d    m 
given  me  fa-r  warning  of  his  intention  to  do  so.    have  any  influence  on   this  honorable   body     a 
What  would  have  been  the  consequence  if  Mr.     making  a   decision   on   a   subject   involvin/'the 
Kelly  had  shown  me  the  statement  of  the  returns  |  legitimacy  of  a   Repre.sentative  of  the  people  to 
which  he  had  received?     I  would  have  5een  im-    the  National  Legislature.     Mr.  Kelly  fay? thl^ 
mediately  that  the  return  from  Franklin  county    if  the   mistake   ,n  the   return  from  Warren  had 

IY\  r     h     T'e^r'''"^  "'^  ^''^^'  '^'  """^^'^    "°^  ^^^"  "^^'l^'  he  would  have  obtained    he  com 
which  the  sheriff  of  that  county  wrote  h.m.  a  day  i  mission  of  the  Governor,  and   now  wou  d  have 
or  two  alter  the  election,  that   he  got  there.     I  ,  been  occupying  my  seat;  and  that  he  should  now 
would   have  seen  that  the   return  Irom  Bledsoe     replaced   in  the  same  situation  he  would  hav^ 


county  gave  him  59  votes  instead  of  56.  the  num- 
ber which  several  persons  from  that  county,  im- 
mediately after  the  election,  said  he  had  gotten 
there.  I  would  have  gone  with  the  gentleman 
to  Warren— I  would  have  sent  to  Franklin  and 


been  in  if  the  mistake  had  not  been  made.  This 
I  know,  sir,  is  the  most  plausible  argument  that 
could  be  urged  in  his  favor,  and  upon  the  first 
consideration  of  it,  it  is  admirably  calculated  to 
produce  doubt  upon  the   subject.     But    upon  a 


.„  ni  A  I  ;/.  --"'  ^"  i  lauaMu  aim  prouuce  aouoi  upon  the  subiect.  But  unon  i 
o  Bled>oe,  and  would  have  seen  after  rectifying  .  closer  examination,  it  will  be  /ound  to  haveCth- 
all  mistakes  who  was  fairly  elected.  But,  sir,  ine  like  reason  for  its  support  Sum.oi  Mr 
Mr  Kelly  thought  it  most  prudent  to  keep  the  !  Kelly  on  this  occasion,  instead  of  attemnUni^to 
slatemen  of  the  returns  from  my  view-del.cacy  I  proveamistakeinthesheriff'sreturnha7brouaht 
prevented  h.m  from  saying  to  me  that  he  »u...  j  along  with  him  credible  witnesses  and  had  n'^^^^^^^ 
pected  a  mistake  had  been  made  in  the  return  before  the  Committee  of  Elections  by  themthal 
from  Warren  of  two  vnifs  in  mi' fov«,   ^k;„i.    -.r    , .,    .   '"^^"""S',  oy  mem,  mat 


from  Warren  o    two  votes  in  my  favor,  which,  if    two  or  more  persons  that  voted  ?«;  me  wTre  bv 

rectified,    would    (tivp    Inm    «    moi^,,...   «r I  .i.- i r -t.  '  ^i-^u  lui  me  were,  oy 

Lnd. 


.-    ,  11  .    •"  — J  ■"■"■•  ""'v,ii.  11     iwu  Ul   uiuir   ntrrsuus  mai  voted  lor  me  wprp 

reclified    would   g,ve   Inm   a    majorily  of  on,.  Ul,e  laws  of  Tennessee,  not  enmledovote      And 
ife^an's^^lf^'h":  ,r;''^.l':7."  ""'."f  "I'T^-"'    f."-;^"-  ■»  .■"-  --  "e  had  C0„,ende7.haun 


because,  if  he  had  given  me  the  information, 
I  would  have  examined  into  all  the  returns,  and 
would  have  been  prepared  perhaps  at  this  time 
to  show  to  this  honorable  body  that  the  mistakes 
before  alluded  to  were  made  in  Mr.  Kelly's  favor 


had  not  gotten  those  tun  or  more  illegal  votes 
he  would  have  obtained  th>!  commission  of  the 
Governor,  and  would  at  this  time  have  occupied 
my  seat.  Will  it  be  said  in  a  case  like  that— 
without  ray  having  had  any  notice  of  an  inten- 


„  .      I      ,-        ...    ,  ,  . —v.. .J  c  .a.u,,     >Tiiuuui.  luy  udviiiif  nau  any  notice  of  an  mtpn. 

which  It  rectified,  would  c.ve  me  a  majority  of  tion  on  hi^  part  To  contest  mrelec  ton  before 
a  least  six  votes.  What  effect,  sir.  is  this  course  |  my  arrival  here,  it  would  be  rT/ht  for  me  to  sur 
01  proceeding  to  have  upon  this  affair?  Will  it  |  reader  my  seat,  and  return  home  trprocurJ 
be  right  lor  the  gentleman  to  take  advantage  of  lestimony'to  show  that  he  received  ille^rrivotS 
his  own  omisMon  to  give  me  notice,  when  he  had  also?  No,  sir,  it  mi<.ht  justly  be  sa.d  m^ 
u  ,n  his  power  to  do  so,  and  that  I  should  now  case  like  that,'  on  my'  par{  that  if  had  r^ 
be  precmitated  from  the  seal  which  I  occupy.  ,  ceived  notice  that  my  ^ct'on  wa  to  be  contesr 
without  fiaviag  any  chance  to  show  by  testimony  ,  ed.  I  might  have  been  prepared  to  ^low  that  he 

la     he  ftn  '"  Tu'  '^^     '  ^''"'^  P^"^""'^'  ^'^'  i  ^^^  '""^^  •"^?«'  votes  ^tha'^.       did.     S^  Llso  in 
^,.  M      ^^  Representatives  of  the  United  :  this  case,  if  I  had  received  reasonable  notice  I 

States  wou  d  never  be  prepared  to  make  such  a  i  might   have   been   prepared   to  show  that   more 
fic   T,"hP      '?"""'  rV"^  ""''I  particularly  no-    mistakes  were  made  in  his  /avor  tl7aa  in  t^ine 

'^u^^i:':!r^''±r!'^^j^'j!^iy;  V!^j!^\^':v'^  --•,  ^  "^'^  no  notice!^::;!! 


prizing  me  of  the  supposed  mistake,  when  1 
recollect  that  on  Friday  last  he  stated  to  this 
committee,  that  the  reasons  which  induced  him 
to  suspect  a  mistake  had  been  made  in  the  return 
from  Warren,  was,  that  he  passed  by  Warren 
court-house  the  day  after  the  election,  and  that 


my  arrival  in  this  city,  that  my  election  would 
be  contested. 

It  is  a  fact.  sir.  which  Mr.  Kelly  (to  use  his 
own  language)  will  not  hazard  the  contradiction 
of,  that  the  sheriff  of  Franklin  county  did  write 
to  him  a  day  or  two  after  the  election,  statine 


,L„    1       a-  ,     ,  ■"    ,  •        ,       -— v-.'v^..,   aiju  iiiai     lu  ujiu  a   uay  or  iwo  aiier  tne  election    stat  nir 

the  sheriff  had  given  him  the  number  of  votes  I  i  that  the  number  of  votes  which  he  eo^  in    haf 

fhen  he''  ^'""'  T  '^'  ""il^'  l^''  '^'"^^  '^^'  '^^'^'^'^  '^"^  ^23;  the  friend o  Mr.  Kelly  told 
when  he  saw  me  he  must  have  been  convinced  !  me  they  saw  the  sherifl's  statement  to  h  rS  and 
there  was  a  mistake  and  therefore,  delicacy  should  1  received  a  'letter  by  the  last  ma^  frotn^'/en- 
not  have  prevented  h.m  from  making  it  known      lemaa  in  Warren  county,  of  high    espeTtabil.ty 


,  » 


1 
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;ii^ 


ell  known   to   aJl   my   colleagues  from   West 

nessee,  contirming  it  to  be  a  fact. 

ependent  of  these  reasons,  I  allege,  that  if  I 

me  to  procure   tesiiraony,  I  am  informed 

^■d  belieye  tkat  1  could  prove  the  deputy  sheriff 

\*t  Rhea    county,  who    held    the    election,    was 


iTenne! 
t  Inde 
fi^d  til 


ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday 
next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  same  committee,  also 

pre>ented   a  bill    to    incorporate  a  cunipany    for 

making  a  certain  turnpike  road  in  the  county  of 

Alexandria;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commil- 

,    t«ilty  of  destroying  tickets  which  had  been  given     led   to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday 

■.   »n  by  rolers  for  Mr.  Rodgers,  and  of  putting  other    next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from   the  same  com 


idfkets  ill  for  Mr.  Kelly  in  their  place — and  that 
i  ^pon  counting  out  the  tickets,  their  number  want- 
'  ^  one  of  being  equal  to  the  number  of  votes.  I 
t  5'ceived  by  the  la.st  mail  a  siaiemeni  of  these 
r  (*cts  from   Mr.   Rodgers,  a  gentleman   who  was 

*  ;|l^o  a  candidate,  and  wlio  is  well  known  to  all 
'.  %iy  colUagues  a>  a  man  of  character  and  veracily. 
J  If^ts,  sir,  IS  ihe  only  species  of  te>timony  that  it 
\  ^Qiuld  be  expected  for  me  to  produce  at  this  time 
I  ijifavor  of  a  continuance  of  this  contest. 

j   f  What,    sir,   would    be    the   consequence    if  it 

.  Apuld  be  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  they 

*,  ^(yuld  decide  linally  upon  it  now,  without  giving 

{  rj^  time  to  procure  testimony  ?     Mr.  Kelly  would 

Usjperraiited  to  take  my  seat,  and  I  would  have 

t»  return  home  in  search  of  evidence  to  show  he 

Vi|s  not  entitled  to  it.     Perhaps  before  the  close 

;  {^;the  session  I  might  return  here  with  evidence 

'  ^C^^^^'  '^^'  ^  mistake  had  been  made  in  favor 

'  ^ir'^'^"  K*^"y  '"  <^°*  other  return,  which,  if  recti- 

tftiii,  would   give   me    a   majority,  whereupon    I 

'  vj^iuld  be  reinstated  in  my  seat.     Mr.  Kelly  might 

tt^n  go  in  search  of  other  mistakes,  or  of  illegal 

vytes,  and  thus  tl^ere  would    be  no   end  to  the 

;  cftitest.  V  „^^ 

j  "put,  sir.  if  we  waive  every  consideration  with 
!  r(^ct  to  the  want  of  notice,  and  decide  from 
Um  legal  testimony  before  us,  it  will  still  be 
.  fi^f^nd  that  the  majority  of  voles  would  be  in  ray 

•  faijoT.  The  law  of  Tennessee  upon  the  subject 
':  rf!f|uires  that  the  sheriff  shall  certify  who  are  the 
.  ir^ctors  of  each  election  in  his  county,  and  that 
:  KJh^  certiticate  shall  be  attached  to  the  return. 
!%PQ  looking  at  ihe  document  produced  from 
*tlj!<l  Secretary's  office,  containing  all  the  returns, 
;jtw!ll  bi'  found  that  there  appears  to  be  no  such 
*m|irn  from  Roane  county  as  is  required  by  law — 
ja*  jit  has  no  certificate  of  the  sheriff  showing 
itli»t  the  persons  who  have  signed  themselves  as 
linjpectors  were  such. 

I  ^^<tonsiderable  furjhcr  debate  took  place;  when 
jtMCommiitee  ros-?  without  coming  to  any  de- 
^cgiijon.     And  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


a 


>;  Monday,  June  7. 

;'^»BADRACK  BoND  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
t<i^  his  ^eat,  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Illinois 
Tvjritory. 

^l^r.  Ahcher,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

NWins,  r*>ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Hen- 

1<C|;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 

C|p?nmittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

J^lr,  D\wsoN,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 

tJ«i|t  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 

•Hompany  lor  making  a  certain  turnpike  road 

j'?]if»e  c<.unty  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 

>  (.f^liimbia;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 

i  :  :    •  - 

}  -I 


mittee,  also 

presented  a  bill  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  Washington  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Phoenix,"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Hoiise  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  on  the  petition  of  William  Kelly,  con- 
testing the  election  of  Thomas  K.  Harris,  silting 
member,  from  Tenne.ssee. 

The  Committee  rose,  after  two  or  three  hours' 
discussion,  without  having  come  to  a  decision. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PhEdlDENT  OF  THE   UniTED  StaT£8  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Represent  at  iveji  of  the  United  States  : 
I  lay  before  CongresB  copies  of  certain  Legislative 
acts  of  Pennsylvania,  transmitted  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Governor  of  that  Stale. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washijiotox,  June  5,  1813. 

[The  papers  communicated  by  the  President, 
with  the  preceding  Message,  were,  "A  supplement 
to  an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  and  making  a  canal  between  the 
river  Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay,"  and 
extracts  from  the  act  mentioned  in  the  above  title. 1 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  not  ratilying  an  amendment  proposed  by 
Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
respecting  titles  of  nobility. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  code 
of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  has  received  the  approbation 
of  the  President;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 


Tuesday,  June  8. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, Hdgh  Glasgow  ;  and  from  Ohio,  Rezin 
Beall;  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Alston,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
an  Insurance  Company  in  Georgetown,  in    the 
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District  of  Columbia  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson  also  presented  a  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson  also  presented  a  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate a  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company  in 
the  town  of  Alexandria;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "supplement- 
ary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  ;"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermont,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further  pro- 
vision, by  law,  for  prohibiting  trade  and  inter- 
course between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  the  enemies  thereof,  and  that  they  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKi.m, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  what  progress 
has  been  made  in  preparing  a  digest  of  the  arts 
and  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
returns  reported  to  him  by  the  marshals,  as  di- 
rected by  a  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  in  February,  1812. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  appointing  for  the  Churches  under  their 
care  a  day  to  be  set  apart  as  a  day  of  humiliation, 
fasting,  and  prayer. — Laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, for  allowing  to  Mr.  Harris,  of  Tennessee, 
and  Mr.  Kelly,  who  contests  his  election,  a  fur- 
ther time  of  three  months  to  procure  evidence  in 
relation  to  the  same. 

After  considerable  further  debate,  the  report 
was  adopted  in  Committee,  and  confirmed  by  the 
House,  where  the  vote  was — for  the  report  102, 
against  it  55. 

And.  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesday,  June  9. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''concerning 
certain  streets  in  Georgetown."  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
the  third  time  this  day.  The  bill  was  then  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington.  The  bill  was 
gone  through  in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


MILITIA  PENSIONS. 

Mr,  McLean  offered  the  following  resolutions 
for  consideration  : 

I  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
j  some  provision  for  ihe  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
I  militia  slain  by  the  enemy,  or  who  may  hereafter  be 
slain  by  thv-m,  during  the  present  war,  while  in  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  whose  fam- 
ilies no  provision  exists  by  law  ;  aad  that  they  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comnuttee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any  provision  ought  to  be 
made  for  the  indemnification  of^  those  persons  who  had 
property  taken  into  the  service  of  the  Northwestern 
Army  under  the  command  of  General  Hull,  and  which, 
in  consequence  of  his  surrender  of  the  garrison  at  De- 
troit, fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  McLean   introduced  these  resolutions  by 
observing  that  he  had  examined  the  existing  pro- 
visions of  the  laws  on  the  subject  of  the  first  reso- 
lution, and  had   not   been    able  to  find    that    they 
embraced  the  object  therein  contemplated.    There 
was  indeed,  he  said,  a  provision  for  volunteers  for 
twelve  months,  but  none  for  the  families  of  those 
who  volunteered  for  a  shorter  period.    He  trusted 
that  on  this  subject    there  could   exist   no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  ;  but  that  the  Government  would 
make  such  provision    for   the   representatives  of 
the  men  who  had  fallen   in  service  as  might  la 
some  degree  free  them  from  the  pressure  of  want. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  inquiry  ought  not  to 
be  made,  whether  or  not  an  individual  slain  in 
battle  had  been   regularly  enlisted  or  had  volun- 
teered   for   twelve   montlis.     The   only  question 
ought  to  be — was  he.  when  he  fell,  fighting  under 
the  eagles  of  his  nation  against   the  enemies  of 
his  country.     No  matter  whether  he  came  to  his 
death  in  resisting  the  marauders  of  our  coast,  or 
the   savage  enemy;    his  family  was  entitled  to 
relief.       The  latter  part  of   the   resolution,  Mr. 
McLean  said,  was  intended   to  institute  an  ia- 
quiry  into  the  propriety  of  making  provision  for 
those    persons,  whose    property   was    taken    into 
public  service  by  the  detachment  under  the  com- 
mand of  General   Hull,  who  had   assisted    that 
army   in    its   progress   to   Detroit,  and.  in   conse- 
quence of  the  surrender  c  f  that  place,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.     Although   that   property 
had  been  generally  valued,  yet,  from  the  confu- 
sion  which    ensued   on   the   surrender,  many  of 
those  valuations  had  been  lost.     Mr.  M.  said  he 
was  informed  that   many  applications  had  been 
made  on  this  head  to  the  Paymaster  General,  who 
could  not  pay  the  money,  it  appeared,  without 
regular  vouchers.     Persons  thus  situated   had  a 
right  to  appeal  to  their  country,  and  ask  for  re- 
muneration ;  and  he  hoped  he  would  not  be  re- 
fused. 

The  first  proposition  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sevbert  suggested  the  propriety  of  mak- 
ing the  inquiry  proposed  in  the  second  resolution 
more  general. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter 
part  of  the  resolution,  and  in  lieu  of  it  insert, 
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he  relief 
the  con- 


ep^s<«!r«r^^  property  has  been  captured    Alexandria;  which  bill  having  been  ffone  through 

i^TJ'\Y  'f  '"'"''^  '^"''"^  !^^  f^""^^"'  '  ^^'  ''^'''''"^  '«  'h^  House,  an  J.  oq  motion  of  Mr' 
[T*-;  T::^i');T,f .  propose  a  general   provision  i  Eppes.  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table 

i'lf;:^? ,    ft     K   ,  i'^  "''^  ""T^  ""'^"  ^^'^  I      -^  raf^age  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

Ifesc^Si-uo&johm  there  were   an   hundred  cases.  ,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  -fort 

^Jf/nT.  '^K        *  '''"'^  °1^^^'  •"  ^^  extended,  as  j  of  Thomas  Sloo."  in  which  they  desire 

vjyell  as  to  the  sufforers  at  Detroit.     The  commit-  |  currence  of  this  House. 

k*e  would,  by  haring  the  whole  subject   before        The  bill  was  read  twice  and  commiffpH  r.  .k 

Hen.   report  gen^ralk,  and  save  the   House  the    Committee  of  Claims  """'^ '° ''^^ 

iijouble  of  distinct,  references.  |      Mr.  Burwell.  from   the  Committee  of  FIp. 

i  ;  Mr.  FiNDLEYspid  that  in  all  the  Revolutionary    ''-—    ~--         '       ■    ■         ^""'"^'"^^  «'  ^^'ec- 

Viar,  no  provision  had  been  made  lo  compensate 

jP>r?rsons   for    projk  rty    destroyed   by   the   enemy. 

■'A  distinction  ha^  alwavs  been  taken  in  favor  of 

^operty  destroy<'d  in  the  public  service.     The 

^inciple    proposed  in  the  amendment,    which 

v^ould  include  every  vessel  captured  at  sea,  was 

*J)(  lightly  to  he  |one  into.     He  wished  the  reso- 

H'lon  to  lie  for  further  consideration.     He  was 


^'     .    .  .  - -..-... .„«» 

.  f  opinion  some  farther  legal  provision  was  neces- 
rirv.  bur  how  far  he  was  not  prepared  to  say. 
«<The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ij        '    natlralization  law. 

^0n  Motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
Jg)use  resolved  iljelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  oQ  the  following  bill : 

^.Jbill  supplementary  to  the  acts  heretofore  parsed  on 
;ijthe  subject  of  an- uniform  rule  of  naturalization. 
IBiitrnadfd.Jfc^,   That  all  alien  enemies  resident 


tions.   made  a  detailed  report  on   the  petition  of 
John  Taliaferro,  contesting  the  election  of  John 
Hungerford.  a    sitting   member    from    Virginia 
which  concludes  with  the  following  resolutions: 

"  Retolved,  That  the  said  election  held  in  April  lact 
was  illei^al  and  ought  to  he  w?t  aside. 

"  Resolved   T^^i  John  P.  Hungerford  is  notcnUUed 
to  ft  seat  in  this  House." 

.h'^wu'?"'"''^*'  '^^"'^'^  '°  the  Committee  of 
toe  Whole. 


THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Eppe8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 

referred  so  much  of  the  Messa^^e  of  the  President  of 

the  Lnited  State,  a.  relates  to  the  establishment  of  a 

well  digested  system  of  internal  revenue,  have  had  the 

'■•  •  .     ,,    .       '^-    '"''    - — •  ""  «'";ii  cuciiiirH  resiaeni     •ame  under  consideration      Thau  .lo«.«   . 

,   ^y.Ule  (Bited  .Slate,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  on  the     to  say  anything  as  to    he"necessL  of    '    ""^""1*7 

.^ahteenth  day  of  J«„e  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ,  lion  J  rev'enue  ut  a  t^rwh  1  tTe^.lr  1,"^  r'^^'" 

:   ^^   twelve    may  be  admitted   citizens  of  the  United    pend.ture  has   been  so  nTuch   inrZTAl  °^  "" 

^»t.s  at  the  times.  Kud  .„  the  manner  prescribed  by  |  Tecessanly  connected  with  a  suteo     la/  "I""/" 

tjc  iaws  heretofore  pa^ed  on  thatr-subject,  anything  \  ence  to  the  reporU  from  theVrellur^  1)1  \        'f"\ 

,  I,  any  former   law  ^to  the  contrary  notwithstanding:     from  the  Committee  ^wivsan^V^.^'^       "' '^'^ 

■^\t  'J^^t  r  ■''*"   ""^""^^  '^-^^   be  admitted     last  and  preceding  .^arsw.Vshowrh^f'        '"* '^" 

•  1^^"""'  'y.^?.«b*"  n^t.  '^'thin  nine  months  after  the  for  additional  revenue  can  no  lon^r.  i"  P^?^""?" 
'  ^S:  ^'"  "''••"'t''!  ^"^''  declaration  of  their  in-  i  out  a  violation  of  Jn  those  prinSe,'  h  m'"^  "'\'^' 
'  'St?  L?r  "  r^"'™'^  ^^.'"'^  =  ^"^  P'^-i'i'd  aUo,  every  country  where  the  raluran/tnn.  "^"f  '" 
'  s^^H  ??'"f  /'""  '""'"'"'^  ^^«"  ^^'^^'^  °^  «^on-  tionil  credit  have  been  iust?v  e«ti»TiT  Tk'  °  u"*' 
^    i!l      '    "  m'  "  r"''''  '^"^  "apprehension  and     reviewed  the  svstem  h^rjtofore  n  eln?  ^        ^^  ^^"^ 

jooval.  agreeably  to  law.  of  any  alien  enemy,  at  any     mlo  consideration   its  having  been  '  '"'^  /"'""'^ 

Jt^gprevious  to  the  actual  naturalization  of  such  alien  "     nrin.in...  k.  .„.".""  .r"??  ^""  .«inct.oned  .n  iu 

•  V^P.'J^'J  7'  ''•'^   "''""=^-  ^'^^^  "'^  opposition 
.  tijng  made  to  it,  it  was  reported  to  the  House. 

J    t3/\t.  Bvrwell  stated  that  he  was  not  perfectly 

-Pi^ared  at  present  to  act  on  this   bill,  and  was 

djorous  to  offer  amendments;  one  of  which  he 

Sh!  h"  ^'""^T  ^'''.  '^^  P"^P°^^-  •''  acceptable 
t(*rhe  House,  of  confining  the  privilege  of  nat- 
ua l.zed  citizens  to  residents  within  the  United 

lf^Y,?Ki    /     '*'"«fore  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on 
•tiiv'^  table  for  the  present. 

'    .After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Benson  who  an-  '  T 

iP^.d  to  ih.nk  that  such  a  provision  'f'neTessar^    '''"^•• 

Cl^red  .nV"'°'P^'^''?  '°  '^''  ^'^  J  »he  bill  wa 
orilpired  to  lie  on  thie  table. 


\   -I  Thcr.sday,  June  10. 

J[rHE.MP8TEAD  appeared,  wa:,  qualified,  and 

^T^Ltor  '"     ''  '^"^  ^'^'^^'^  ^^°™  'he  Missouri 

<ij<ruory.  ii„  -        - 


principles  by  a  vote  of  the 'Hou;;'  fTep^nUUvi^ 
,  ha-  determined  to  recommend  its  adoption  w"h  some 
I  modification,  m  preference  to  commencing  a  new  s^.! 

tem  at  a  period  when  neither  ,he  pnnci^e.  orJeta^^U 
!  could  receive  that  mature  consideration  ol  which  .one 

Jey  could  venture  to  recommend  ,u  adopt/on      T^e 

bills  heretofore  reported  were  founded  on  e«  im..*! 
!  which    assumed  for  a  b.s.s   the  providing  .  revTn^ 

sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  The  Peacf  EsTblT 

>  bin!;:  '"^"^  °"  '""^  ""''  '^'^''  -"on  -?h  new 
loans  .«  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  authorized  The.^ 
-overal  items  for  the  year   1814,  .re  est.m'ed  as  ;;! 

The  expenses  of  the  Peace  Establishment  -  $7,000  000 

The  interest  on  the  public  debt—  *'.""",wu 

On  the  old  funded    -         .         .         . 

^11^  ^'  ?"'•  '"^^  of  '812.  including 
temporary  loans  received  in  part  of  the 
loan  o  $1 1.000,000.  which  wUI  reml.n 
unpaid  in  1814     ...         """*'" 

On  .ix  per  cent,  stock  of  1813 


2,100,000 


500,000 
1,090,000 


5  2-5  per  cent. 


270,000 
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On   the  loan   for    1814 — interest   payable 

within  that  year $440,000 


11,400,000 
The   revenue  now  established  being  esti- 
mated to  produce  ....     5.800,000 


Leaves  to  be  provided  for 


5,600.000  : 


To  meet  which  sum  the  committee  propose 


1.  A  direct  tax  of    - 

Internal  duties,  vi«: 
Duties  on  stills,  say  .         -         . 

On  refined  uigars    -         .         .  . 

On  retailers'  licenses         .         .         . 
On  sales  at  auction  .         -         -        .. 
On  carriages    -         -         .         .         . 
On  bank  notes  and  negotiable  paper 
On  salt  at  20  cents 
Additional  duty  on  foreign  tonnage 


Deduct  for  expenses  of  collection,  asseM- 
ment.  and  losses  .         .         .         . 


L( 


eavea 


$3,000,00 

765.000 
200,000 
500,000 
50,000 
150.000 
400.000 
400.000 
900,000 

6,365,000 

750,000 

5.615.000 


The  committee  therefore  ask  leave  to  repert  the  fol- 
lowing bills  : 

I.  \  bill  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
taxes. 

3.  A  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the 
United  Sutes. 

3.  A  bill  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt. 

4.  A  bill  establishing  the  office  of  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue. 

5.  A  bill  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of* 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  tbreign  merchandise.         ' 

6.  A  bill  laying  duties  on  carnages  for  the  convey-  i 
.nee  of  persons. 

7.  A  bill  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors. 

8.  A  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  foreign 
merchandise  and  of  ships  and  vessels. 

9.  A  bill  laying  duties  on  sugars  refined  within  the  ' 
Tnited  States. 

10.  A  bill  laying  duties  on  bank  notes  and  on  notea 
of  hand,  and  foreign  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  de- 
scriptions. I 

II.  A  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  collec-  i 
tion  of  internal  duties.  j 

12.  A  bill  laying  an  additional  duty  on  foreign 
tonnage. 

The  several  bills  above  recited  were  read  | 
twice,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  : 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 

FRENCH  DECREES. 
Mr.  Webster  rose,  as  he  said,  to  call  the  al- 
ien tion  of  the  House  to  a  subject  of  considerable  im- 
portance— a  task  which  he  had  hoped  would  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  some  other  gentleman 
better  qualified  than  liimfelf  to  undertake  it.  He 
then  read  the  resolutions  which  will  be  found  be- 
low. In  offering  these  resolutions,  it  was  not  his 
intention,  he  said,  to  enter  into  any  discussion  or 
argument,  or  to  advance  any  proposition  what- 
ever, on  which  geatlemea  could  adopt  different 


views  or  take  different  sic 
remark,   by  way  of  explai 
remembered   by  all,  that   tl 
these  resolutions  referred, 

nected  with  the  cause  of  the  pr^^nmwBTjVrtie 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Councir  of  Great 
Britain  was  the  main  point  on  which  the  war 
turned,  and  it  had  been  demanded  lor  the  reason 
that  the  French  decrees  had  ceased  to  exist. 
This  then  was  the  point  at  issue.  Mr.  W.  re- 
marked on  what  he  termed  the  contradictory 
evidence  on  this  head  :  the  letter  of  Mr.  Cham- 
pagny  on  one  hand  asseriing  the  revocation  ;  the 
speech  of  the  Emperor  to  the  free  cities  on  the 
other  denying  it  ;  the  decisions  of  the  French  Ad- 
miralty Courts  on  one  hand,  and  opposite  deci- 
sions of  the  same  courts  on  the  other.  The  whole 
matter,  in  short,  was  involved  in  doubt.  But,  on 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  not  until  then,  a  de- 
cree appeared  repealing  the  French  decrees;  a 
decree,  which,  if  issued,  had  laid  dormant,  mere 
brutum  fulinen,  uniil  after  the  war  commenced, 
and  then  only  made  its  appearance.  In  March 
last,  it  would  also  be  recollected,  the  President 
had  communicated  to  Congress,  immediately  be- 
fore its  adjournment,  certain  correspondence  be- 
tween ourGovernment  and  itsMinister  in  France, 
the  prominent  feature  of  which  correspondence 
was,  that,  in  an  interview  between  our  Minister 
and  the  French  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
which  took  place  about  the  1st  of  May.  1812,  it 
was  stated  by  the  latter  that  the  decree  in  ques- 
tion had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  our  Minister 
in  France,  and  transmitted  to  the  French  Min- 
ister in  the  United  States,  at  the  time  at  which 
it  bore  date.  To  shed  light  on  this  transaction, 
Mr.  W.  said,  it  was,  that  he  moved  these  resolves, 
in  the  discharge  of  what  he  deemed  a  duty  to  his 
constituents  and  his  country.  The  declaration 
of  the  French  Minister  had  a  great  bearing  on 
the  reputation  of  the  country — on  the  reputation 
of  those  persons  who,  in  their  official  characters, 
represented  the  dignity  of  the  nation.  To  place 
their  conduct  in  its  proper  light,  he  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House  the  following  res- 
olutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  lo  inform  this  House,  unless  the  public 
interest  should  in  his  opinion  forbid  such  communica- 
tion, when,  by  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  the  first 
intelligence  was  given  to  this  Government  of  the  decree 
of  the  Government  of  France,  bearing  date  on  the  28lh 
April,  1811,  and  purporting  to  be  a  definitive  repeal  of 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan. 

RtMlved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  Mr.  Rus- 
sell, the  Charge  d'Alfaires  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  France,  has  ever  admitted  or  denied  to  this 
Government  the  correctness'of  the  declaration  of  the 
Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr.  Barlow,  the  late  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  that  Court,  as  stated  in  Mr.  Bar- 
low's letter  of  the  12lh  May.  1812,  to  the  SecreUry  of 
Slate,  "that  the  said  decree  of  April  28,  1811.  has 
been  communicated  to  hia  (.Mr.  Barlow's)  predeceuor 
there  ;"  and  lo  lay  before  thu  House  any  correispond- 
eace  with  Mr.  Russell,  relative  to  that  subject,  which  it 
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n^^  i)ot  be  improper  ;o  communicate;  aod  also  aay 
onJi^p^nJeiice  between  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Russell, 
on  D^i  subject,  which  may  be  in  posseuion  of  the 
Cerfiitment  of  State,    i 

l^^oired,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bp  h^.tiuested  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  Minis- 
ter ri;  France,  near  the  United  States,  ever  informed 
tlji8U|overnment  of  tht  existence  of  the  said  decree  of 
tKe  ^Jlh  April,  1811,  ajnd  to  lay  before  the  House  any 
cv^^!ip«ndence  that  may  have  taken  place  with  the 
s4idi^inist<'r  relative  thereto,  which  the  President  may 
nyt  ^liink  improper  to  be  communicated. 

i  i<jJlo/t'?rf.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
b«  i^^'juested  to  communicate  to  this  House  any  other 
irifor.<!jiation  which  may  be  in  his  possession,  and  which 
hv  lihiy  not  deem  it  injurious  to  the  public  interest  to 
d'scSkie,  relative  to  the  said  decree  of  the  28th  April, 
19  If, .and  tending  to  show  at  what  time,  by  whom,  and 
ill  wfi.'tt  manner,  the  said  decree  was  first  made  known 
to  tt^f  CJovernment,  or  to  any  of  its  representatives  or 
*fei>t». 

■^Rf^ilred.  That  the  President  be  requested,  in  case 
tl<e  |#i-t  be  t\iat  the  first  information  of  the  existence  of 
8«id'' decree  pf  the  28tb  April,  1811,  ever  received  by 
tbist'.^o«erni.-ient,  or  any  of  its  ministers  or  agents,  was 
thab  apmmunicated  in  Slay,  1812,  by  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sanc^w  Mr.  Barlow,  and  by  hira  to  his  Government,  as 
iiieT|j6iiftd  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of 
Ma<Lk2,  1S12,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  to  inform 
this'House  whether  tile  Government  of  the  United 
Suiin  ha*  ever  required  from  that  of  France  any  ex- 
ptai^(ion  of  the  reasons  of  that  decree  being  concealed 
fron^  this  Government  and  iu  Ministers  for  so  long  a 
tiinwtifter  its  dale  ;  and  if  such  ex^anation  has  been 
a*»ke  1  bv  this  Governinrnt,  and  has  been  omitted  to  be 
giv^  by  that  of  France,  whether  this  Government  has 
n^idf  any  remonstrance,  or  expressed  any  dissatisfac-  i 
tiAnl<^the  Government  of  France,  at  such  concealment. 

N^r;  Gro^ve.nob  having  required  the  yeas  and 
nnytkJii  the  question  of  proceeding  now  to  coa- 
sidej  tthe  resolutions,  ihey  were  found  to  be — for 
coni;4erat(on  132.  against  it  28.  as  follows: 

Y^»s — Messrs.  Alexander,  -Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher^  .Xvery,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetu,  Beall, 
Ben>ckO,  Bibb.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley, 
Bre*p^  nndge,  Bngham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caperton, 
Chaiiipion,  Chapell,  Cbeves,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard.f-^iidict.  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis 
ot  Slits^aclwisetts,  Dans  of  Pennsylvania,  Dewey, 
Duv|j:,  Earle,  Ely.  Eppes,  Farrow,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Frai^iin,  Gaston,  Gcddes,  Gholson,  Gloninger,  Golds- 
boTOu^h.  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Han- 
sou,  Mlarris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  .N'ewYork,  Howell, 
Hub^ird,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hyneman,  Inger- 
•oU.j^twin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
«inijK«"nneJy,  Kent  of  N.  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
KenrfKilboarn,  King  of  Maaeachwsetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lov^fri,  Lylf,  .MeCoy,  McKee,  .McLean,  MUler,  Mose- 
ley.  ;<urfree.  Murkell.  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
erin||j  jPiper.  Aitkin,  Pleasants.  Po«t,  Potter.  John  Reed, 
WilLoH  Re.d,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennes-  i 
see,  *^ich,  liidgely,  R;nggo'ld,  Robertson,  Ruggles, 
Schi%.  man.  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship-  j 
he<dj|i Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Ha'mpshire,  Smith  of 
NewvYork,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
StuaJt,  Sturpes.  Taggart.  Tallmadge,  Tnnnehill,  Tay- 
lor,  'f^lfair,  i'hompson,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Masaa- 
chus^ns.   Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  WheatoD.  I 


White,  Whitehili,   Wilcox,  Wilaon  of  Massachusetu, 
Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats  —  .Messrs.    Bard,   Bowen,    Butler,  Caldwell, 
j  Clark,  Clopton,  Crawford,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Findley,  Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Hall,  Ingham,   Kershaw, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Leffert^,   .Montgomery,  Nel- 
son, Ormsby,  Parker,  Roane,    Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  resolutions  having  been  again  read, 
Mr.  Bibb  said  he  was  persuaded  that,  on  erery 
proper  occa.sion,  the  most  perfect  disposition  would 
be  manifested  by  the  House  to  ask  for  any  infor- 
mation solicited  by  one  of  its  members.     It  was 
unqaestionably  their  right,  and  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances their  duty,  to  ask  for  information  of 
the  Executive  in  relation  to  public  affairs,  bat 
under  other  circumstances  it  might  be  improper. 
We  are  therefore,  said  Mr.  B..  in  exercising  this 
right,  to  judge  of  the  eiFect  any  call  is  likely  to 
I  produce  on  the  public  service.     If  it  will  not  be 
prejudicial,  the  call  ought  to  be  indulged  ;  but.  if 
it  might  do  injury,  it  would  unquestionably  be 
proper  to  refuse  the  call.     For  myself,  said  Mr.  B., 
I  am  unable  to  determine  at  present,  from   the 
great  extent  of  the  resolutions,  whether  it  would 
be  proper  to  make  the  call  or  not.     No  injury, 
certainly,  could  result  from  a  day's  delay.     Mr.  B. 
therefore  moved  that  the  resolutions  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  .said  he  had  not  the  least  objec- 
tion to  this  course.  He  was  willing  to  give  the 
j  gentleman  every  opportunity  to  examine  the  res- 
oluiions,undertheperfeclconviction  that  he  would 
find  that  nothing  was  demanded  which  could  la 
any  way  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  service. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
accordingly. 


Fbioay,  June  11. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  •'  to  provide  for 
the  government  of  persons  in  certain  fisheries;'' 
also,  a  bill  'to  provide  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  household  of  the  Pre-;ident  of  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  first  mentioned  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  Revisai  and  Un- 
finished Business. 

The  second  mentioned  bill  was  read  twice. and 
commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbiri,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Far- 
mers' Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying  an  extension 
ot  their  charter,  made  a  report  •  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted."— Re- 
port concurred  in. 

Mr.  Dawson  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  the  <iUbe,\n  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  provide 
tor  the  adjustment  of  the  adverse  claims  to  the 
same.— Twice  read,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes.  the  Committee  of 
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Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  new  bank  in  this  District,  to  dis- 
count at  a  rate  of  interest  less  than  six  per  cent. 
And  it  was  committed  to  the  District  Committee. 

Mr.  Alston,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  had  been  referred,  reported,  in  part,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  the  adoption  of  the  House  : 

"  Regolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
dollars  be,  and  is  hereby  ap|>ropriated,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  this  House,  tor  the  pur[K>sc  of  making 
provision  for  the  accommodation  ot  stenographers  la 
the  ^alleriu  of  the  House,  and  that,  whenever  tueh 
prorimm  shall  have  been  made,  no  stenographers  »haU 
be  admitted  on  the  Jlo<rr  of  the  House." 

The  latter  clause  of  this  resolution  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Macon  as  being  both 
unnecessary  and  inexpedient.  Mr.  Macon  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words 
in  italic ;  but  the  motion  was  negatived,  and  the 
report  was  adopted,  as  a^ove. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  government  of 
persons  employed  in  certain  fisheries,  was  twice 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  ac- 
commodation oi  the  household  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Dawbon.  to  re- 
consider the  vote,  this  day  passed  sub  silmtio, 
declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  extend  the  char- 
ter of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Gholson  observed  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  merits  of  this  application;  but,  a  single 
fact  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  was  suf- 
ficient to  influence  his  mind  to  give  the  applica- 
tion a  fair  and  considerate  hearing.  That  fact 
was,  that  this  little  bank,  with  a  capital  of  only 
3300,000,  had  promptly  come  forward  and  loaned 
to  the  General  Government  $200,000. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  the  report  of 
the  committee  against  ttie  applicatioo  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Comraiitee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  to  make  a 
turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
as  was  also  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for 
making  a  turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, which  had  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  yesterday. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  bills  to  incorporate  two  or  three 
insurance  companies  in  this  District ;  which  were 
gone  through,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  these  bills  were 
ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table  for  examination,  as  he 
conceived  their  provisions  to  be  too  indefinite  and 
unrestricted.  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  He.mpstead,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  lo  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  further  time  for  the 
payment  I'or  public  lands  in  the  district  of  Ar- 
kansas, in  the  Territory  of  Missouri  ;  with  leave 
10  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fi8k,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  naturali- 
zation laws. 

Mr.  Bcrwell  rose  to  say  that  he  had  waived 
for  the  present  his  intention  of  proposing  amend- 
ments to  this  bill  ;  but  he  wished  to  give  notice 
that  be  should  not,  at  this,  but  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  propose  a  radical  change  of  our  nat- 
uralization laws.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  repeal,  in  ioto,  the  laws  of  naturali- 
zation, or  amend  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
dry  up  the  sources  of  collision  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers which  those  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  might 
afford.  These  provisions  he  should  propose  at 
the  present  session,  if  he  thought  they  would 
now  receive  the  mature  investigation  which  they 
merit.  He  had  considerable  objections  lo  the 
bill  before  the  House,  as  it  now  stood;  unless 
they  were  removed,  he  must  vote  against  it. 
The  principal  objection  was,  that  it  would  give 
lo  the  numerous  class  of  foreign  merchants,  who 
have  been  ordered  from  the  seaports,  the  advan- 
tage of  availing  themselves  of  all  the  benefits  of 
citizenship,  and  the  protection  and  privilege  they 
convey,  by  merely  declaring  an  intention  to  be- 
come citizens.  Whilst  the  Government  has  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  foreign  seamen  to  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  he  fell  great  reluc- 
tance to  extend  the  benefits  of  naturalizatioa  to 
those  who  should  seek  naturalization  merely  in 
the  way  of  trade,  to  enable  them  lo  acquire  wealth 
among  us  with  the  greater  facility. 

Mr.  Gaston  .said  that  he,  too,  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (.Mr.  Burwell.)  had  many 
objections  to  the  bill.  But  that  would  not  pre- 
vent him  from  endeavoring  to  amend  it.  A  pro- 
viso to  the  bill,  denies  the  right  of  acquiring  cit- 
izenship to  every  alien  "  who  shall  not.  before  a 
certain  day.  declare  his  intention,"  dec.  The 
phraseology  of  the  bill  would,  at  least,  admit  of 
doubt  whether  a  similar  declaration  was  not  re- 
quired, after  the  passage  of  this  bill,  from  those 
who  have  heretofore  made  such  a  declaration. 
To  remove  this  ambiguity,  he  moved  an  amend- 
ment, to  include,  also,  those  ••  who  have  already 
made"  the  necessary  declarations.  &,c. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SuiPUERD  said  it  was  a  fact  which  came 
within  his  knowledge,  that  many  persons  had 
been  naturalized  since  the  date  of  the  declaratioa 
of  war,  viz  :  the  18th  of  June  last.  It  was  right, 
he  thought,  that  those  persons  should  be  secured 
iQ  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  without  the  ad- 
ditional trouble  of  renewing  their  oath,  ice.  He, 
therefore,  moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  declare  all  such  naturalizations  as 
valid  as  if  made  before  that  day. 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  debate. 
For  the  motion.  57  ;  against  it,  73. 

Mr.  Macon  proposed  an  amendment,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  confine  the  privilege  of  nat- 
uralization to  such  persons  as  have  already  de- 
clared their  intention  to  become  citizens,  and 
going  to  take  away  the  indulgence  proposed  to 
be  allowed  to  those  who  have  not  so  declared. 
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:  fvTr.  Grosvenor,  after  expressing  his  wish  that 
tb*  bill  should  be  amended  by  a  competent  coni- 
rorliee,  with  reference  to  its  bearing  on  the  law 


odlast  session,  and  the  policy  of  the  measures 
thju  at         " 


idotpted,  mored  that  the  |)etiiioo  be  referred 
tukfje  Ct)raniillee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 


loiiou  agreed  to  nemine  contradicente. 


Satubd^y,  June  12. 

Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A"iirs.  reported  a  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and 
cr^W  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet;  which  was 
rt^(J  iwice.  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
iWhioie  on  Monday  next. 

!  ^r.  Ahlher  mored  to  commit  to  the  Coramit- 
le>  »f  Claims,  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
ny  Uee  of  Unfinished  Busmess  as  relates  to  a  bill 
.C(fcicerniDg  invalid  pensioners.  This  annual  bill. 
2t-w,-ould  be  recollectted,  passed  this  House  at  the 
aalt'  .Nession.  but,  having  been  amended  by  the 
pf  ciaie,  had  not  been  returned  to  this  House  in 
jtim^  to  he  acted  on  before  adjournment. 
\  »^he  moiion  was  agreed  to. 
.    '.j  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

jl^ffhe  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
iWbole,  ou  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
fclioDs  on  the  contested    election  of  John  P. 

BJigerford,  which  report   is  iu   the   following 

lids: 

J'he  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
tbS  pftitjon  of  John  Taliaferro,  complaining  of  the  un- 
•Jdw-election  of  John  P.  Hungerford  returned  as  one 
oFihc  Rt'presentativieH  from  Virginia  in  the  present 
igrcss.  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 

Lort  : 

That,  at  the  last  Cpngressiona!  election  in  that  State 
Representatives,  <he  said  John  P.  Hungerford  was 
irned  as  elected  ft-om  the  district  composed  of  the 
C(i.iities  of  Westmoreland,  Richmond,  Lancaster,  Nor- 
tii^.mtjerland,  King  (Jeorge,  and  Staiford.  The  peti- 
ti^^r  wa«  also  a  cajididate.  The  laws  of  Virginia 
pi^icribina:  the  manaer  of  conducting  such  elections 
|d|[,ct  that  "the  clerks  of  the  polls  shall  enter  in  dis- 
ti^|i;it  columns,  under  the  name  of  the  person  voted  for, 
jtl:^  Iname  of  each  elector  voting  for  such  persons." 

W|hey  further  direct  that  "  the  clerks  of  the  polls, 
.h^jng  firnt  signed  the  same,  and  made  oath  to  the 
{trjlih  th«reof,  a  certificate  of  which  oath  under  the 
hijjrHl  of  a  magistrate  of  the  county  shall  be  subjoined 
tc*|'ftch  poll,  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  sheritT,"  4-c. 

^Ipon  inspecting  tbe  polls  of  the  several  counties, 
th1||jbllowing  facts  appear: 

^1^  Westmoreland,  the  names  of  the  voters  are  all 
et^'.irc-d  uj  one  general  column,  on  the  left  hand  mar- 
gi^  ')f  the  book  ;  and  figures  in  numerical  order,  instead 
olfci\c  names  of  the  voters,  are  inserted  in  the  columns 
uLker  th«  names  of  the  candidates,  as  evidence  for 
w   ijm  each  vote  is  givr-n. 

•  Vn  ftichinond.the  voters  are  registered  in  onecolumn, 
aiAlja  straight  mark.  Instead  of  the  name  of  the  voters, 
wfifserte.]  under  the  name  of  the  candidate. 

^0  SUJ^'ord,  the  Christian  name  of  the  voter  is  not 
w^vUen  on  the  poll ;  the  initial  letter  only  is  given. 
jT.  «|  same  occurs  partially  in  Liincaster. 

iln  Ih©  poll*  of  Westmoreland.  Richmond,  Lancas- 
ter, and  tStafford,  no  certificate  is  found  of  any  oath  hav- 
iiii^i)een  administered  to  the  clerks  keeping  the  wme. 

?     •  • 

i 


The  petitioner  contends,  that  the  irregularities  and 
deviation  from  the  express  provisions  of  the  law,  are  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  render  void  the  election,  and  re- 
quire a  new  one  to  be  held.  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
urged  by  the  sitting  member,  that  most  of  the  proceed- 
ings objected  to,  are  justified  by  general  practice,  and 
that  the  manner  of  keeping  the  poll  by  entering  the 
names  of  all  the  voters  in  one  general  column,  is  sanc- 
tioned by  long  usage  ;  and  that  in  Stafford,  the  initial 
only  of  the  Christian  name  of  the  electors  had  been 
entered  on  the  polls  for  several  past  elections. 

The  committee  are  sensible  that  trivial  errors,  com- 
mitted by  the   officers  conducting  elections,   resulting 
perhaps  from  a  misconstruction  of  a  doubtful  passage 
of  the  law,  ought  not  to  deprive  any  class  of  citizens  of 
the  right  of  representation. 

Still  it  must  be  miinifest,  that  to  preserve  the  elective 
franchise  pure  and  unimpaired,  the  positive  commands 
and  requirements  of  the  law,  in  respect  to  the  time, 
place,  and  manner  of  holding  elections,  ought  to  be  ob- 
served. 

To  enter  the  names  of  the  voters  promiscuously  in 
one  margin  of  tbe  poll  book,  when  the  law  positively 
directs  them  to  be  "  entered  in  distinct  columns,"  and 
"under  the  name  of  the  candidate  voted  for,"  is  as 
manifest  a  departure  from  the  law,  as  the  selection  of 
another  time  or  another  place,  than  that  mentioned  in 
the  law.  Nor  can  the  committee  conceive,  that  the 
prefixing  the  initial  only  of  the  Christian  name  to  that 
of  the  family  or  surname  of  the  voter,  is  a  fair  com- 
pliance with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  law,  which 
declares  "  that  the  names  of  the  voters  shall  be  duly 
entered  in  distinct  columns,"  <Scc.  It  is  to  be  presumed, 
that  the  object  of  the  law  in  having  tbe  name  "  duly 
entered,"  is  to  exhibit  to  the  country,  on  a  scrutiny, 
who  are  the  persons  voting,  and  to  test  their  title  to  a 
vote,  by  comparing  the  poll  with  the  land  roll. 

.\nd  when  for  example  the  initial  letter  is  I,  it  muft 
be  obvious,  that  it  may  l>e  taken  to  stand  for  John,  or 
Joseph,  or  Jonathan,  or  Joshua,  or  Jeduthun,  or  Israel, 
Isaac,  or  Jacob,  or  Isaiah,  or  Jeremiah,  and  it  would 
rexjuire  no  small  share  of  perseverance  and  industry  to 
contest  an  election  when  such  endless  uncertainty 
stands  in  the  way  of  examination. 

The  committee  have  not  been  satisfied,  that  auch 
irregularities  have  ever  been  sanctioned  on  a  scrutiny, 
either  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  or  of  the  United 
States.  When  opposing  candidates  have  not  objected 
to  them,  they  may  have  passed  $ub  silentio.  We  feel 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  custom  ought  not  to  justify 
a  departure  from  the  spirit  and  letter  of  positive  law. 

Upon  a  view  of  the  whole  ground,  the  committee, 
convinced  of  the  importance  of  adhering  strictly  to  the 
provuions  of  the  law,  as  well  as  of  the  irregularities  in 
conducting  tkis  election,  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  election,  held  in  the  afore- 
said district  in  .April  last,  was  illegal  and  ought  to  be 
sc.  aside. 

Resolved,  That  John  P.  Hungerford  is  not  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The  Hou>e  were  occupied  during  the  remain- 
oflhisdayin  the  discussion  of  thi«  report,  and 
adjourned  without  coming  to  any  decision  thereon. 


Monday,  June  14. 
Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
tic  Land<,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Johu 
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James  Dufour.  and  his  associates;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Troi'I',  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a"hill  to  provide, for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  militia  slain,  and  for  militia  disa- 
bled in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead, 

Rftolred,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
diency  of  continuing  in  force  -'An  act  authorizing 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States."  passed  January  2. 
1812;  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  pa>j>ed 
July  1,  1812;  with  leave  to  report,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  incorpora- 
tion of  a  company  for  making  a  turnpike  road  in 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; and  the  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in 
the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  same  District ;  were 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

COMMITTEE  OF  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  after  introductory 
remarks,  explanatory  of  his  views  in  respect 
thereto,  offered  for  consideration  the  following 
resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviring 
an  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  tak- 
ing evidence  in  cases  of  contested  elections  for  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses;" 
or  of  reviving  such  parts  thereof  as  thej'  may  judge 
expedient;  with  such  alterations  and  additions  as  to 
them  may  appear  necessary. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  House 
be  so  far  altered  or  amended,  as  that  the  Committee  of 
Elections  shall  in  future  be  designated  by  lot;  for  which 
purpose  the  names  of  all  the  members  who  shall  take 
their  seats  on  the  first  day  of  any  session,  on  which 
the  House  may  form  a  quorum,  shall  be  put  into  a 
ballot  box  by  the  Clerk,  in  presence  of  the  House,  and 
•even  of  them  shall  b«  drawn  therefrom  by  the  Speak- 
er, also  in  presence  •(  the  House ;  which  seven  mem- 
bers, thus  drawn,  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Elections.  But  if,  in  any  case  of  contested  election, 
one  or  more  of  said  committee  be  interested  therein,  or 
related  to  either  of  the  parties,  he  or  they  shall,  on 
motion  to  the  House,  be  excused  from  silting  thereon, 
and  one  or  more  members  shall  be  substituted  in  such 
case  by  lot,  as  aforesaid,  from  all  the  members  who 
shall  then  be  present,  not  on  said  committee,  nor  par- 
ties in  said  case. 

3.  Resolved.  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  the  decisions  of  this  House,  already  made, 
on  the  subject  of  contested  elections,  and  report  the 
rules,  points,  «id  principles,  which  appear  to  them  to 
have  been  thereby  nettled  or  adjudged,  and  the  cases 
in  which  they  may  have  been  thus  settled  or  adjudged. 

The  resolutions  were  read  :  when  the  fir>t  reso- 
lutioa  was  concurred  in  by  the  House;  the  sec- 


ond was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ;  and  the  third 
was  postponed  unlil  Friday  next. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day— the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  on  John  Taliaferro's  petition, 
contesting  the  election  of  John  P.  Hungerford— 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  sat  till  a  late  hour  on  this  report, 
which  underwent  a  full  discussion  ;  when  the 
Committee  rose,  a  motion  was  made  to  discharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further 
cousideration  of  the  report,  and  negatived. 


Tuesday,  June  15. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Ohio,  William 
Creighton,  jun.,  appeared,  produced  his  credeo- 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  '•  for  the 
relief  of  Alexander  Phoenix."  with  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  ARMS. 
Mr.  PiTKiN  rose  to  propose  a  motion.   He  said 
that  in  1808,  it  was  within  the  knowledge  of  all, 
that  a  bill  had  passed  for  arming  and  equipping- 
the  whole  body  of  the  miluia  of  the  United  States', 
and  an  annual  appropriation  of  §300.000  had  been 
made  for  that  object.     Since  that  time  a  number 
of  arms  had  been  procured  under  the  law.  and  a 
distribution  in  nart  hr»d  taken  placej    It  appeared, 
by  documents  placed  before  the  House  at  a  former 
session,  that  there  had  been  procured,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  appropriation,  upwards  of  31.000 
stand  of  arms;  and  that  about  16  000  stands  had 
been  distributed  to  several  of  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, eleven  in  number.     The  House  had   no 
information  of  the  distribution  of  the  remainder, 
or  that  any  distribution  had  taken  place  of  those 
which  had  been  since  procured — for  contracts  had 
been  announced  to  have  been   made,  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  for  further  supplies.    The  construc- 
tion given  to  the  law  appears  to  have  been,  that 
a  distribution  might  be   made  to  some  States  to 
the  exclusion  of  others.     This  construction.  Mr. 
P.  apprehended,   was  a  very  different  one  from 
that  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  which  pass- 
ed the  law.    The  fair  construction  of  the  law.  and 
according  to  his  recollection   the  object  of  those 
who   passed    it,  was.   that    the   arms  should  be 
equally  distributed    as    received    by    the  United 
States.     Mr.  P.  quoted  the  terms  of  the  law,  re- 
quiring the  transmission  of  the  arms   procured 
under  it  to  the  several  States  and  Territories,  to 
be   distributed    by   the  local   authority   of  each. 
The  report   made  to  the  House  on   this  subject, 
accounted   for  the  inequality   of  distribution,  by 
stating  that  thearms  had  been  distributed  to  those 
parts  of  the  Union  most  exposed.     The  situation 
of   the   United   States    had    materially   changed 
since  that  letter  was  written.     Mr.  P.  said,  his 
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'iff      • 

oil^  opinion   bad  ^)een  decidedly,  that  whenever 

'  iQijiNtribulion  took  place  it  should  be  in  equal  pro- 

,  ]^ftion^  to  each  Sttiie,  in  proportion  to  its  effective 

<  illtlilia.    But  tie  would  ren)ark  upon  the  principle 

•  s.-ited  in  the  War  Department,  that  now,  and  at 

tpf  tinit'  tnat  letter  was  written,  there  were  many 

;  I^^tes  as  nouch  exposed  as  those  to  whora  arms 

^  lyi    be»:n  di-tnbuted.     Arras  had,  for   instance, 

■  ^w^  giveo  lo  New  Hampshire,  and   not  to  Mas- 

y^-husett*:,  Conneciicut,  New  York,  Pennsylva- 

rr%   or  Virginia.     As   to   the  situation   of  New 

furk.  no  one,  he  presumed,  would  imagine  that 

jf  wav  not  as  miJch  exposed  as  New  Hampshire. 

seacoast   New  Hampshire  had   but  a    sinsjle 

)i;iDt,  and   yet  arms   were  giyeo    to  her,  whilst 

JUJne  were  given  ti>  Connecticut,  with  a  seacoast 

(J' a  hundred  and   twenty  miles,  and  a  compara- 

tvdy  small  territory,  or  to  Massachusetts,  with 

)%>r  numerous  ports.     Already   had  Connecticut 

ffjre**  Of   more  regiments  called  out  to  defend  a 

i^uaWron  of  the  United  States,  which  had  sought 

»§c-ller  within  her  waters.     With  or  without  this 

evidence -of  her  exposed  situation,  she  was  enti- 

tfj'i  to  her  fair  proportion  of  the  arms  procured 

i^Jir  tne  law  in  question.     For  the  purpose  of 

t*iarjiining  whether  it   was  not  the  intention  of 

tKtf  law  tnat  the  arms  should  be  equally  distribu- 

itil  {o  each  State,  aad  to  bring  the  subject  gene- 

rflly  before  the  House,  he  offered   the  following 

rffsuluiion  : 

^•Hfiaolttd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
«^i«!ttier  any.  and,  if  any.  what  alterations  are  neces- 
.  B#ry  to  be  made  fh  the  act  for  arming  and  equipping 
iti  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Sutea ;  and 
»|hether  any.  and,  if  any,  what  alterations  are  necea- 
•iry,  aa  to  the  tinje  when  the  arms,  procured  by  virtue 
ol|lhi8  act,  lihali  be  distributed  in  each  Slate  and  Ter- 
r^pry  ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
b^  or  otherwise. 

fMr.  Trocp  said  that,  no  doubt,  the  gentleman 
f||im  Connecticut,  jn  offering  this  resolve,  had 
l^fien  actuated  by  the  most  fair  and  patriotic  mo- 
ires: but  he  was  well  aware  that  they  would  be 
:  I^ble  to  misconstrOrttion  ;  that  the  motion  would 
:  L  liable  to  be  considered  as  calculated  to  excite 
<!|<trust  and  jealousy  between  the  Generril  and 
{^  ait'  gof  ernments.  It  was  very  true,  as  the  gen- 
t^man  had  slated,  that  in  ISOS,  the  Legis'lature 
d^  make  an  appropriation  towards  a  complete 
a^oiflg  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Slates.  It 
a^pedred  in  December,  1812,  from  official  inform- 
M.oD  to  the  House,  th.-^l  an  amount  of  $400,000 
hJid  actually  been  expended  under  the  law,  and 
lj»t  24.000  stands  of  arms  had  been  placed  in  the 
*ds  uf  a  part  of  the  miliiia.  This  number  of 
■ras,  10  be  distributed  among  the  great  body  of 
ite  railiua.  bearing  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
^ftvole,  it  became  a  question,  how  these  arras 
sjould  be  disiributed.  What  was  the  fair  siand- 
alJ  presenting  ii>elf  to  the  Government?  To 
ifnom  should  these*  arms  have  been  distributed  ? 
Ak  thos'j  States,  surely,  in  preference,  which 
8f(>6d  in  the  greatest  need  of  arras:  not  lo  the 
f^^tes  nut  threaleoed  with  invasion,  not  actually 
if  vaded ;  but  to  ihijse  which  were  threaieneJ,  to 
If-se  which  wtre  actually  invaded.     The  Gov- 
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ernment  assuming  to  itself  this  rule,  did  distri- 
bute the  arras  araong  the  Slates,  confining  the 
distribution    principally   to   those    States    which 
were   most  jeopardized.     In  examining  the  ap- 
portionment of  these  arms,   we  shall   finl^  that 
nothing  like  political    prejudice  has  operated,  as 
the  gentleman  has  seemed  to  insinuate.     To  three 
Federal  States.  4.500  of  the  16,000  stands  distri- 
buted, were  given.     True,  none  were   given  to 
Massachusetts  orConnecticut,two  Federal  States; 
but,  let  it  be  recollected,  none  were  given  to  New 
York,  always  decidedly   republican   in  the  mass 
of  its  people;  not  a  >ingle   stand    was  given   to 
Pennsylvania,  the  centre,  the  sun  (if  you  will)  of 
democracy,  who  has  always  supported  the  present 
Administration  by  a  majority  of  thirty  thousand 
votes.     Virginia,  the  Ancient  Dominion,  whose 
influence   is  said   to  be  everywhere   present,   did 
not  receive  a  single  bland.     He  submitted  to  the 
gentleman  and  to  the  House  whether,  in  this  dis- 
tribution, there  had  been  anything  like  political 
partiality.     Gentlemen    in   opposition,    from    the 
Eastern  States,  did  themselves  declare,  when  the 
law  of  1808  was  on  its  passage,  that  this  princi- 
ple was  incorrect  and  radically  wrong;  because, 
under  the  present  system  of  militia,  having  car- 
ried   the  law  into  execution,   the  militia    of  the 
Eastern  States  were  completely  armed.    We  well 
recollect  that  a  gentleman   from   New  York  got 
up  and  stated,  that  their  militia  were  not  fully 
armed  ;  but  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  con- 
tradicted   him,  and   declared    that   their    militia 
were  well  armed.     When  this  act  was  repeatedly 
stated  on  the  floor  of  Congres.s,  and  wa^  perfectly 
well  known  to  all.  what  was  th«  Executive  to  do 
in  regard    to   the   distribution   of   the   few   arras 
which   had   been   procured?     Unquestionably   to 
distribute  them  in  the  first  instaifce,  not  lo  those 
already  armed,  but  to  those  who  stood  in  need  of 
them.     This  course  it  bad  pursued. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  was  not  a  little  surprised 
that  ihe  gfntleman  should  have  taken  so  wide  a 
range  in  opposition  to  a  resolution,  the  object  of 
which  was  merely  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  amending  a  law.  He  was  very  sorry  also  that 
the  gentleman  should  have  introduced  a  distinc- 
tion between  Federal  and  Democratic  States. 
Sure  he  was,  Mr.  P.  said,  that  he  had  said  noth- 
ing which  could  lead  to  the  observations  which 
the  gentleman  had  made  on  this  head.  The  gen- 
tleman himself  certainly  would  not  pretend  ihal 
a  discrimination  ought  to  be  made  between  States 
according  lo  their  political  complexion.  Mr.  P. 
said  he  had  made  no  charge  of  partiality.  He 
had  stated  that  a  construction  had  been  given  to 
the  law  different  from  that  which  the  Legislature 
intended  ;  and  this  fact,  which  is  the  very  object 
of  the  inquiry,  the  gentleman  seemed  to  admit. 
If  the  Secretary  ot  War  could  designate  the 
States  to  which  he  would  now  give  arms,  in  pre- 
ference and  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others  who 
are  equally  entitled,  he  may  do  so  for  any  length 
of  tune:  and  particular  favorite  Slates  (if  he 
might  say  so)  might  have  the  whole  of  their  mi- 
litia armed,  whilst  to  others  not  a  single  musket 
wwuld  be  given.     This  was  never  contemplated 
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by  those  who  passed  the  law.  Each  State  paid 
its  proportion  of  the  revenue  which  was  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  arms;  and  each  Stale,  wheth- 
er well  or  ill-armed  previou.«ly,  ought  to  have  its 
proportion  of  arms.  Mr.  P.  quoted  the  report 
made  at  the  last  session,  from  which  ii  appeared 
that  16,000  stands  of  arms  only  had  been  distrib- 
uted under  the  law.  Some  had  been  loaned,  to 
the  amount  of  about  8,000  stands;  but  the  Gov- 
ernment was  certainly  not  authorized  to  loan 
arms  procured  under  a  special  appropriation  for 
a  different  purpose.  The  loaning  was  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law.  The  object  of  this  resolution 
was  not  to  excite  jealousies  or  draw  invidious 
distinctions,  but  to  inquire  into  the  execution  of 
a  law.  Mr.  P.  said  the  gentlemen  might,  in  speak- 
ing of  his  motives,  have  spoken  ironically  ;  but 
he  was  mistaken  if  he  had  attributed  to  Mr.  P. 
other  motives  than  those  which  he  had  declared 
to  have  induced  him  to  bring  forward  this  motion. 
It  was  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry,  and,  he  contended, 
a  proper  one.  The  miliiia  of  the  Eastern  States 
might  be  armed  better  than  those  of  the  South, 
and  those  arms  had  been  procured  at  their  own 
expense.  But  that  was  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  claim  the  arms  to  which  they  were  entitled. 
You  might  as  well  say  that  a  rich  man  should 
not  recover  a  debt  because  his  neighbor  wanted 
money  more  than  himself.  If  the  exposed  situa- 
tion of  States,  however,  were  the  sole  criterion, 
he  had  shown  that  .some  Stales  which  had  re- 
ceived no  arms  were  more  exposed  than  others 
which  had. 

Mr.  Tkodp  said  the  gentleman  had  mistaken 
the  import  ot  his  observations.  He  had  not  con- 
tended that  the  operation  of  the  law  ought  to 
be  unequal,  because  every  Stale  would  event- 
nally  reverse  its  proposition  ;  nor  had  he  opposed 
the  motion,  about  the  fate  of  whicli  he  fell  little 
anxiety.  The  geuileman  had  in  the  outset  en- 
deavored to  show,  without  using  the  word  federal, 
that  ihe  two  Federal  Slates  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  had  been  unreasonably  neglected; 
and,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  merely  risen  to  show 
how  groundless  was  the  imputation  of  partiality 
in  this  respect,  in  which  design  he  had  succeeded, 
according  to  the  gentleman's  own  acknowledg- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  really  bad  supposed  the 
gentleman  meant  to  oppose  his  motion.  It  was 
far  from  his  intention  to  have  introduced  political 
distinctions  of  Slates  into  the  House. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  said,  although  he  had 
himself  no  particular  desire  for  the  inquiry  sought 
for,  he  was  not  disposed  to  refuse  it  to  those  who 
wished  it.  He  thought,  however,  the  subject  had 
better  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs;  and  moved  an  amendment  directing 
that  committee  to  inquire,  &c. 

Mr.  Pitkin  objected  to  this  amendment.  The 
roposed  inquiry  regarded  the  construction  of  a 
aw,  and  not  anything  relating;  to  the  present 
war.  It  had  llierefore  no  connexion  with  military 
affairs,  and  would  be  improperly  referred  to  thai 
committee. 

Mr.  Fi8K  replied,  that  the  amendment  which 
13ih  Con.  Isl  Sess.— 6 
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he  had  proposed  still  appeared  to  him  perfectly 
proper.  The  subject  of  inquiry  was  the  distribu- 
tion of  arms  ;  and  if  arms  had  no  relation  to  mil- 
itary affairs,  he  did  not  know  ihe  use  of  them. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  was  adopt- 
ed— yeas  82. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  said  that  the  resolution, 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  presented  itself  at  a  time  and 
under  circumstances,  which,  however   disposed, 
would  prevent  him  from  voting  for  it,  as  it  would 
in  his  view  imply  a  censure  on  the  Executive. 
A  part  of  the  arms  had  been  assigned  to  the  State 
in  which  he  lived  ;  but  not  to  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut — and    why?      Because    they    were 
not  exposed  to  danger,  and  needed  not  defence  at 
that   moment,  as  other  States  did.     If  we  may 
believe  the  official  communications  of  their  Exe- 
cutive, those  States  were  in  the  first  place  in  no 
danger  whatever  of  invasion  ;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  if  they  were  in  danger,  they  were  in  such 
a  high  stale  of  dise.ipline  and  so  well   supplied 
with   arms  as  to  be  perfectly  competent  at  any 
moment  to  repulse  an  invading  foe.     The  State 
of  New   Hampshire,  however,  look  a  different 
ground.     Perhaps   her  militia  were  not  so  well 
armed  ;  I  know    it    was  the  case    in    Vermont, 
where  the  militia  were  very  illy  armed.     Now 
I   think,  sir,    lltai   the   Executive  of  ihe  United 
States  proceeded  on  perfectly  just  grounds  ii^  that 
moment  of  peril.     The  Government  thought  pro- 
per to  distribute  arms  lo  those  Stales  which  were 
in  danger,  and  not  to  those  whose  Governors  had 
officially  informed  it  that  they  thought  their  re- 
spective States  perfectly   secure.     Mr.    F.  then 
quoted  the  letter  recently  published  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  ; 
stating  that  Massachusetts  would  receive  her  due 
proportion  of  arms  whenever  the  state  of  things 
would  justify  it.     There  was  no  fear  therefore  of 
her    being    deprived  of   her  right.     He  thought 
it  proper  to  say  what  little  he  had,  because  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  letters  of  ihe  Governors  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  furnished  a  com- 
plete and  ample  reply  to  the  complaint  that  they 
had  not  been  furnished  with  arms. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Fisic,  that  this 
distribution  of  arms  had  been  made  previously 
and  not  subsequently  lo  the  declaration  of  war. 
Since  that  lime  the  slate  of  things  had  materially 
changed.  And,  with  respect  to  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut,  if  ihey  chose  to  defend  them- 
selves, ought  they  not,  if  on  that  account  only,  to 
have  the  arms  lo  which  they  were  entitled  ?  Be- 
cause they  had  done  .something  which  it  seemed 
the  gentleman  did  not  like,  they  were  not  lo  have 
their  arms.  If,  however,  they  were  to  defend 
themselves,  at  their  own  expense,  the  least  that 
could  be  done  was  to  give  them  the  arms  neces- 
.sary  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  FisK  said  that  the  gentleman  was  mistaken 
in  the  fact  of  the  distribution  of  the  arms  before 
the  war.  Some  might  have  been  distributed  be- 
fore it  was  actually  declared,  but  with  a  view  to 
that  event.  He  had  no  where  said,  nor  had  any- 
body else,  that  Massachusetts  and  Conneciicut 
were  not  ultimately  to  have  their  proportion  of 
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i|rms ;  but  that  the  Executire  had  acted  wisely 

jh:  giving  them  first  to  those  \fho  wanted  them 
i^ifire.wben  those  States  had  declared  theruselyes 
fcjily   prepared. 

I  Mr.  Bibb  said  that  for  himself  he  could  see 
ii  possible  objection  to  the  resolution.  The  ob- 
j.'ftof  it  was  not  to  inquire  whether  the  President 
Jjd  or  had  not  done  his  duty,  but  whether  an  act 
»,'rtuired  amendment  or  not. 
<;Mr.  Wright  ro«e  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
(|V»nnecticut.  whether,  if  he  had  been  Secretary 
C  War,  and  certain  parts  of  the  Union  had  been 
A'posed.  and  the  arras  had  been  placed  at  his  dis- 
v»>sition.  whether  he  would  not  first  have  supplied 
tjir  exposed  points?  How  could  the  Secretary 
c  .*  War  have  been  true  to  his  trust,  and  acted  dif- 
ft»rentlr  ?  Mr.  W.  was  not  friendly  to  the  reso- 
tion,  because  he  thought  it  went  to  implicate 
e  Executive.  Could  it  be  that  the  State  which 
^€  geatleman  represented,  or  any  other  State, 
fished  the  arms  so  distributed  as  not  to  contribute 
tj"  the  general  good  1  Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  the 
%'jras  had  been  distributed,  as  a  patriot  ought  to 
l-,ave  disposed  of  them,  and  so  as  to  contribute  to 
t^l*  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  the  difficulty  on  this 
dtP?£tion  appeared  to  him  to  arise  from  consider- 
VHi  the  act  of  1808  as  a  war  measure.  It  was  a 
gtace  measure,  passed  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  not 
<  VM^ned  to  place  in  the  control  of  the  Executive 
J  great  quantity  of  arms,  to  be  disposed  of  at  his 
jtfcretion.  The  act  did  not  relate  particularly  to 
Instate  cf  war.  It  was  a  part  of  the  permanent 
•JLjiablishrnent  of  the  country.  If,  on  inquiry,  it 
»l>ould  nppear  that  no  amendment  to  the  law  was 
li<cessary,  the  piopje  concerned  might  be  satisfied; 
f>  would  not  say  that  they  would  or  ought  to  be 
sj|tisfiecl  with  a  refusal  to  inquire.  The  law  ex- 
I^issly  provides  for  a  distribution  of  the  arms 
U^oxig  the  several  States  and  Territories,  accord- 
iii^  10  the  numbers  oftheir  effective  militia.  Upon 
V'hai  ground,  then,  could  arras  be  furnished  to 


CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  again  went  into  Comraitiee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, on  Mr.  Hlxgerford's  contested  election. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  progre5s, 
after  much  debate;  and  the  House  refused  them 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  coramiitee. 

A  moiiun  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  that  the 
report  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, with  instructions  to  inquire  into  and  report 
the  stale  of  the  poll  in  the  several  counties  of  the 
said  Congressional  district,  and  procure  and  re- 
port the  law  of  the  last  Legislature  of  Virginia 
concerning  elections  to  Congress. — Motion  re- 
jected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  concur- 
rence with  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  their 
first  resolution,  viz:  "  That  the  election  was  il- 
legal, and  ought  to  be  set  aside" — and  decided 
thus  :     For  the  report  78,  against  it  82,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Meurs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beali,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Conard,  Condict,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  De- 
noyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Frank- 
lin, ChoUon,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  GnfBn. 
Grundy,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hyne- 
man,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolma,  Lyie, 
McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Kea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  o/  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Sniiih  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  WiJson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nais — Messrs.  Baylies,  of  MassachusetU,  Benson, 
Bibb,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell, 
Chevea,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Dflvenport,  Davis  of  MassachusctU,  Dewey,  Ely,  Fur- 

-     row,   Forsyth,   Gaston,   Geddes,  Gloninger,  Goldsbo- 

i^me  Mates  and  refused  to  others?  The  act  of  i  rough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  N.  York,  Howell. 
t?J'>&  did  not  indeed  provide  when  or  how  often  I  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
tt,is  distribution  should  take  place,  or  there  could  '  ^^^  York,  King  of  Mass  ,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lownde*, 


i^  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  law  had  been 
l^r.iiively  violated.  The  inquiry  in  this  case  ap- 
jyared  reasonable  and  necessary,  and  ought  to  be 
ifanted,  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  construction  of 
ti,e  law. 

.  Mr.  Calhop.v  saiid  he  could  not  conceive  that 

t^e  Executive  had  acted  wrongly  in  considering 

tl^tj  object  of  the  law  to  be.  the  defence  of  the 

;cf.uritry.     Even  the  Peace  Establishment,  upon 

VUich  the  gentleman   last  up  has  placed  it.  had 

.If*; Its  ultimate  object  a  state  of  war,  and  looks 

:  Wfuch  an  event.     The  Executive  therefore  could 

;  iwl  be  considered  blameable,  if,  regarding  the  ul- 

rajate  object  of  th«  law.  they  had  put  arms  into 

;th<?  hands  of  those  most  exposed  to  foreign  as- 

isRijlis.     Mr.  C.  w^s  perfectly  willing,  however, 

I  tijit  an  inquiry  shbuld  be  made  into  the  matter. 

.  Md  should  vote  foi-  the  resolution  having  that  for 

it»obje«;t. 

rlTJie  reso^itjon  as  amended  was  then  adopted 
Unlh  very  few  diss-entiag  votes. 


Macon,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Markell.  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin.  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam  Reed,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schure- 
man,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Smith  of  N.  Hamp- 
shire, Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart. 
Sturges.Taggart,  Tallmadge.  Telfair.  Thompson,  Vow, 
Ward  of  Mas^achusetu,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White. 
Whitehill,  Wilcox,  WUson  of  MasaachusetU,  W  inter. 
and  Wood. 

The  first  resolution  being  negatived,  the  whole 

report  is  rejected. and  Mr.  Hongerfohd  confirmed 
in  his  seat. 


Wed.nesday.  June  16. 
Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  ma- 
king a  turnpike  road  from  Mason's  causeway  to 
the  town  of  Alexandria  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 
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Jdne,  1813. 


Defence  of  Maritime  Frontier. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Alston,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  reported  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  "for  the  government  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  certain  fisheries,"  without  amendment ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingebsoll,  a  select  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  subscribe  a  number  of  shares  to  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  motion  was  made  b^  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
to  recommit  the  report  ol  the  Conimiitee  ol  Elec- 
tions on  Mr.  Hi'NGEHFORu's  contested  election, 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  a  view  to  a 
scrutiny  of  the  polls,  the  House  having  yesterday 
determined,  by  rejecting  the  report,  that  the  elec- 
tion was  not  void  by  the  illegality  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  held. 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  this  motion, 
which  was  at  length  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  84.  nays  73.  So  the  report  was  re- 
committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Al- 
exander Phoenix  (as  amended  by  the  addition  of 
the  case  of  William  Nexsen,  jr.)  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Messrs.  Condict  and  Roberts  opposed,  and 
Messrs.  Bibb  and  Post  supported  the  bill.  The 
bill  was  passed — ayes  80, 

PETITION  OF  JOHN  DILLON. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Dil- 
lon, of  Maryland,  made  the  following  report  : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  evi- 
dence adduced  to  them,  that  the  schooner  Rachel,  of 
which  the  petitioner  was  the  owner,  was  seired  in  the 
port  of  New  Orleans  for  a  supposed  violation  of  a  law 
of  the  I'nited  States,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
rerlain  porta  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo."  By  the 
judgment  of  the  district  court  for  the  district  of  New 
Orleans,  the  said  achooncr  was,  on  the  26th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1808,  condemned,  and  together  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  ordered  to  be  sold.  From  this 
decision  ot  the  district  court,  an  appeal  was  made  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Before, 
bowcTcr,  a  decision  was  had  in  the  court  of  the  last 
reaort,  the  decree  of  the  court  below  wa.s  carried  into 
effect ;  the  schooner  wa«  sold,  and  the  proceeds  thereof 
distributed  under  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress,  the  one 
moiety  to  the  collector  and  other  officers;  and  the 
other  moiety  was,  by  the  Collector  of  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  transferred,  in  his  account,  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  Slates.  The  moiety  transferrer!  to  the  credit  of 
the  GoTemment  amounted'  to  the  sum  of  three  thou- 
■and  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  the  day  on  which  the 
»aid  sum  was  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
was  the  30th  of  June,  1808.  It  further  appears  to  your 
committee,  that  the  Supreme  Court  never  finally  acted 
upon  the  petitioner's  appeal  until  the  year  1810,  when, 
by  iU  decree,  the  judgment  of  the  court  bolowwas  re- 
versed, and  a  restitution  of  the  property  awarded.  But, 
in  consequence  of  the  sale  of  the  said  schooner,  and' 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  in  conformity 
with  the  decree  of  the  district  court  before  the  decision 


of  the  Supreme  Court  was  had  thereupon,  the  peti- 
tioner has  been  unable  to  receive  any  benefit  whatever 
from  the  order  of  restitution  awarded  by  the  Supreme 
Court. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  United  States 
are  responsible  to  the  petitioner  for  the  one  moiety  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  schooner,  which  was  ' 
received  by  them,  and  that  the  amount  thereof  ought 
to  be  paid  to  the  claimant;  they,  therefore,  ask  leave 
to  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

Mr.  Archer  then  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Dillon  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

DEFENCE  OF  MARITIME  FRONTIER. 

Mr.  Fisk,  ol  New  York,  remarked,  that  an  al- 
lusion had  been  made  in  a  petition  presented  to- 
day to  the  state  of  defence  in  one  of  our  cities.  He 
now  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of 
theHousetoihesubject  generally.  On  recurringto 
this  subject,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  much  had 
been  done    for  the  defence  of  our  seaports,  and 
that  many  of  them  were  in  a  respectable,  if  not  a 
perfect  state  of  defence.    But  more  might,  doubt- 
less, be  done.     If  one  place  appeared  to  him  to 
be  more  exposed  and  less  efficiently  defended  than 
another,  it  did  not  become  him  here  to  stale  it.   It 
would  be  sufficient,  for  his  present  purpose,  to 
state  that  three-fourths  of  our  seacoast  had  been 
declared  iu  a  state  of  blockade;  that  our  waters 
were   infested,  and  eoast   lined  with  the  armed 
boats  and  barges  of  the  enemy,  which  were  en- 
gaged in  marauding  and  destroying  the  property 
of  our  citizens,  with   an    impunity    which    was 
deeply  to  be  regretted.     He  wished  an  investiga- 
tion, for   the  purpose  of  inquiring  whether   any 
means  could  be  devised  to  defend  our  coast  from 
a  warfare  so  distressing  and  vexatious.  He  needed 
not,  he   presumed,  say  anything  more  to  induce 
the  House  to  adopt  the  following  resolutions: 

Mr.  F.  then  moved  three  resolutions,  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afikirs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  procur- 
ing and  equipping  such  number  of  barges  and  row- 
galleys  as  may  be  required  to  aid  in  the  defence  and 
protection  of  our  seacoast,  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report  by  bdl  or  otherwise. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  equipping,  for  the 
pubUc  service,  the  gunboats  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  not  now  in  actual  service. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  if  any,  and  what,  further 
provisions  arc  required  by  law,  for  the  better  defence 
of  the  towns  and  cities  on  the  seacoast,  and  that  Ihej 
have  leave  to  report  by  bUl  or  ptherwise. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  that  he  thought  it  proper  to 
state,  lest  an  imputation  of  indifference  on  this 
head  should  rest  on  the  Naval  Committee,  that 
that  committee  had  paid  attention  to  these  sub- 
ject":, and  had  ttiera  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Fisk  disclaimed  any  intention  to  throwany 
censure  on  the  Naval  Committee;  but  the  gen- 
tleman would  properly  appreciate  the  feelings  of 
the  people  on  the  maritime  frontier  on  this  sub- 
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Bi  or  R. 


Seizure  of  Private  Property. 


JONE,  1813. 


I^Ct  which  fnllf  'justified  that  partieolar  atten- 

»on  of  the  House  to  their  wiihps,  which  Mr.  F. 

^^d  proposed. 

•''  The  resolution?  were  adopted  without  oppo- 

j^tioD- 

1      SEIZURE  OF  PRIVATE  PROPERTY. 

*Mr.  McLean  then  calleJ  for  the  consideration 

^'tiie  resolution   which  he  had   proposed  on  the 

^bject  of  making  compensation  to  those  indirid 


r^k  whose  property,  whilst  m  the  public  service,  Itjon,  not  upon  the  claim   or  motion  of  the 
hd  been  seized  at  Detroit.  '  «'po"s,  but  upon  that  of  a  member  of  the  H 


I  circumstanced  with  that  to  which  he  proposed 
particularly  to  direct  it;  but  to  consent  to  the 
'  proposed  amendment  would  be  to  abandon  the 
•  claim  he  advocated — a  claim  founded  on  the 
j  principles  of  immutable  justice. 

Mr.  Ghoavehor  said  that  in  such  cases  as  this 
there  were  two  ways  of  proceeding — by  petition 
;  of  individuals,  or  by  general  inquiry.     This  res- 
olution went  to  inquire  into  a  particular  transac- 

motion  of  the  pcti- 
ouse. 


I  The  resolution  having  been  read,  together  with  If  t^at  course  of  proceeding  be  resorted  to,  he 
Jhe  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  Gr03-  >  '"qu'^T  ought  to  be  general  and  nut  particular. 
itNOB.  when  It  was  last  under  consideration,  :  Laws  ought  not  to  be  passed  with  a  view  to  par- 
j^Mfya  tn  extend   the   inauirv  to  all   nronertv   de-    ticular  cases,  where  there  existed  many  Others  ot 


JtNOB.   when    it  was 

J^aing  to  extend  the  inquiry  to  all  property  de 

Jfroyed  by  the  eniriny — 

js  Mr.  McLean  sfiid  he  could  not  agree  to  the 

•Amendment  proposed   to  his  motion,  because  it 

frVf  unlimited  in   its  extent,  embracing  as  well 

*Aptures  on  sea  a^s  on  land.     To  remunerate  our 

^tizens  for  all  the  depredations  of  the  enemy. 

^ight  cdnsume  all  the  resources  of  the  nation. 

"(ilhougb  it  was  the  duty  of  every  nation  to  pro- 


a  like  character.  In  this  case  no  petitioner  had 
come  forward  stating  his  grievances  ;  but,  on  the 
motion  of  a  gentleman  who  had  heard  of  the 
case,  nn  inquiry  was  to  be  entered  into.  In  his 
apprehension,  this  was  an  improper  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. Either  it  should  be  left  to  the  peti- 
tioners, or  a  law  should  be  passed  embracing  all 
the  cases  which  could   occur,  and   providing  for 


< 


e  for"  the  safety  of  the  persons 'and  property  of  '^eir  adjustment  on  general  principles.  One  or 
•,  citizens,  it  had  never  been  considered  under  '  ^^e  other  of  these  courses  would  be  proper.  As 
t\i  obligation  to  indemnify  those  persons  whose  '  »o  'he  argument  of  the  gentleman  on  the  propri- 
•roperly  was  sacrificed  by  the  enemy,  unless  that  !  *»>'  of  admitting  certain  claims  of  a  particular 
Loperty  was  employed  in  the  public  service.     If    character.  U  had  no^hmg  t^^do  with  the  resolu- 

[tiother  rule   was   to  prevail,  individuals  would "  *  * 

^el  but  little  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  their  prop- 
arty,  and  would  engage  in  the  most  hazardous  ,  i  l  j 
faterprises,  knowing  that  they  could  not  in  any  densburgh  came  precisely  under  the  same  de- 
f  vent  suffer  a  loss.  Neither  was  the  Govern-  scripiion  as  that  of  Detroit.  Certain  houses  in 
^Iflent  bound  to  repair  injuries  sustained  by  the  «hat  place  had  been  et  out  to  the  Governmeat 
Evasion  of  the  enerav.  Although  devastation  I  f^^  barracks  ;  they  had  been  burnt  as  public  prop- 
Rhould  mark  his  progress,   this  was  one   of  the  i  "'V  ^y  'he  enemy 


lion  in  its  present  form.  The  argument  might 
well  apply  when  the  report  should  be  received 
from   the   committee.     A  case   occurring  at  Og- 


i 


.1 


ftaUmiiies  incident  to  a  state  of  war.  for  which 
Jhe  Government  could  never  indemnify  individ- 
uals. Such,  however,  were  not  the  injuries  spe- 
^ally  alluded  to  in  the  resolution.  The  property 
pierein  referred  to  had  been  taken  into  the  public 
jervice,  and  principally  consisted  in  wagons  and 
jfeams  essentially  necessary  for  the  transportation 
iff  luggage,  which  continued  in  public  employ 
^iplil  they  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
t  did  not  require  much   discrimination  to  mark 


And.  if  this  committee  should 
be  constituted,  many  claims  of  a  similar  nature 
would  present  themselves.  Why  then  select  the 
case  of  Detroit  alone  ? 

Mr.  McLean  said  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  adapt  the  language  of  his  resolution 
to  the  explanation  which  he  had  given  of  his 
views,  he  should  not  object  to  it :  that  is,  if  he 
would  so  amend  it  as  to  embrace  only  property 
destroyed  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  GROsvENon  declined  varying  his  amend- 


^e  distinction  between  property  thus  captured  i  ^^^^-     "^  ^°"'*'  °°'y  remark  on  this  head  that 


#ad  that  which  i^  under  the  control  of  its  indi- 
vidual owner,  whose  misfortune  in  losing  it  might 
wjise  from  his  o-wn  neglect  or  temerity.  Such 
Icjss-es  a  Government  was  not  liable,  on  the  prin- 
*»,p!es  of  moral  justice,  or  by  compact,  to  remu- 
iiciate.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that  pri- 
t/iXe  property  must  be  subservient  to  public  good. 
HVtienever  it  is  necessary,  the  agent  of  the  Gov- 
»:nmeQi  may  lay,  his  hand  on  private  property, 
jiofi  apply  it  to  thle  public  service;  but  insepara- 
ble from  this  is  the  right  of  compensation  to  the 
individual  for  the  loss  he  thereby  sustains.  Such 
fis  Ihe  species  of  claim  embraced  by  the  resolu- 
i^Jofl  as  It  standi!.  Should  the  amendment  be 
^df^ptcd.  the  resolution  would  embrace  principles 
1^0  broad  as,  shoald  they  be  adopted  by  any  na- 
Hlion,  would  sooner  or  later  end  in  national  bank- 
ruptcy 


Mr.  McL.  said  he   had  no  objection  to 
extension  of  the  inquiry  to  cases  similarly 


there  might  be  many  cases  of  loss  by  invasion, 
in  which  the  petitioners  might  have  a  claim  on 
the  public.  At  any  rate,  there  could  be  no  harm 
in  a  general  inquiry,  which  would  be  open  under 
bis  amendment  to  all  cases. 

Mr.  McLean  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
so  as  to  restrict  ic  to  cases  of  property  captured 
in  the  service  of  the  Government. 

This  amendment  to  Mr.  G.'s  amendment  was 
then  agreed  to,  and  then  Mr.  G.'s  motion  also 
was  agreed  to. 

The  original  motion  as  amended  was  then 
agreed  to,  in  the  following  words  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claima  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any  proviaion  ought  to  be 
made  for  the  indemnification  of  thoae  {)er8ona  whose 
property  has  been  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  service  of  the  public  during  the  war,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 


I 
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June,  1813. 


fYench  DecreeM. 


H.  or  R. 


FRENCH  DECREES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
several  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Webster  a 
day  or  two  ago,  the  nrst  of  which  was  read  in 
the  following  words: 

"Reaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House,  unless  the  public 
interest  should,  in  his  opinion,  forbid  such  communica- 
tion, when,  by  whom,  and  in  what  manner  the  first  in- 
telligence was  given  to  this  Government  of  the  decree 
of  the  Government  of  France,  bearing  date  on  the 
28lh  of  April,  1811,  and  purporting  to  be  a  definitive 
repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan." 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  this  resolution  on  account  of  its  object; 
but  he  objected  to  the  novelty  ot  the  form  of  the 
resolution.  The  resolution  went  further  than 
merely  asking  for  information  ;  it  also  asks,  when 
and  by  whom  the  information  in  question  was 
received.  Such  form  and  particularity  was  un- 
precedented in  such  cases.  He  rose  to  ask  the 
precise  object  of  the  gentleman  in  giving  this 
form  to  his  motion.  What  use  was  intended  to 
be  made  of  the  information  called  for? 

Mr.  Webster  said,  with  respect  to  the  use  to 
be  made  of  the  information  to  be  obtained,  it 
would  depend  on  what  that  information  should 
be.  With  respect  to  the  form  of  the  resolution,  it 
had  been  offered  in  this  form  because  it  was  on  a 
subject  on  which  he  wished  for  particular  infor- 
mation, of  that  nature  which  was  designated  by 
its  terms. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  it  appeared  that  the  only  object 
of  the  gentleman  was,  to  know  when  the  repeal 
had  been  notified.  The  existence  of  the  repeal- 
ing decree  was  not  questioned.  It  was,  therefore, 
immaterial  when  and  how  it  was  communicated; 
unless,  by  the  inquiry  something  can  be  discover- 
ed in  which  the  Government  or  the  Executive 
has  not  done  its  duly.  As  no  object  could  be  an- 
swered by  the  agreement  to  this  motion,  he  moved 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  thereof  in- 
dehniiely. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  to  this  motion,  Mr. 
Hanson  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Calhoon  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  would  not  press  this  motion.  If 
we  advert  to  the  transactions  which  have  taken 
place  since  the  declaration  of  war,  we  shall  find 
that  on  many  occasions  this  conversation  has 
been  made  a  handle  of,  and  that  a  certain  degree 
of  suspicion  has  been  attempted  to  be  attached  to 
the  Chief  Executive  officer  on  this  head.  A  res- 
olution had  been  adopted  at  the  end  of  the  last 
session,  which  did  not  include  the  whole  object 
of  the  present  resolution  ;  and  Mr.  C.  for  his  part 
had  no  indisposition  to  afford  to  gentlemen  an  op- 
•portunity  of  obtaining  all  the  infornlation  they 
could  wish,  if  asked  for  in  a  proper  manner.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  gentleman  would  withdraw 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  although  he  was  not  much  in 
the  habit  of  withdrawing  motions  which  he  had 
made,  he  would,  for  the  present,  withdraw  his 
motion,  with  the  inieation,  however,  to  renew  it, 


if  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  it  should  seem 
to  him  expedient. 

Mr.  Calhotn  said,  he  could  not  but  think  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had  rather 
eluded  than  answered  his  inquiries.  I  asked,  said 
Mr.  C,  the  reason  of  the  novelty  of  the  /"orm. 
The  gentleman  says  his  object  is  particular  infor- 
mation. If  information  only  be  wanted,  I  am 
willing  to  join  gentlemen  in  asking  for  every  in- 
formation they  may  wish.  But  I  object  to  the 
novelty  of  the  form  ;  to  the  use  of  so  particular 
terms.  Mr.  C.  submitted  to  the  good  judgment 
of  gentlemen  the  propriety  of  varying  the  lan- 
guage of  the  resolve. 

^f^.  Grosvenor  said,  without  entering  into  the 
merits  of  the  resolve,  he  would  state  the  impres- 
sions of  his  mind  as  to  the  form  of  it.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  admitted  that 
suspicion  had  attached  to  this  Government  as  to 
the  decree  in  question.  [Mr.  C a lh gun  said  he  did 
not  admit  the  fact ;  but  had  said  that  this  matter 
had  been  so  handled  as  that  it  might  have  created 
suspicion.]  A  general  resolution  had  been  adopt- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  last  session  calling  for  infor- 
mation on  this  subject,  when  the  President  had 
transmitted  to  the  House  the  repealing  decree, 
Without  affording  the  information  in  respect  to  it 
which  was  sought  by  these  resolves,  the  object  of 
which  was,  to  sweep  away  entirely  the  charge 
which  had  been  made  against  the  Government; 
to  give  the  Executive  a  proper  opportunity  for 
transmitting;  to  the  House  information  on  this 
subject,  which  would  completely  exculpate  him. 
The  particularity  of  the  resolutions,  objected  to 
by  the  gentleman,  was  essential  to  their  object,  as 
describing  what  information  was  desired.  If  such 
information  as  was  desired  was  in  the  Office  of 
State,  it  required  a  particular  call  to  elicit  it,  as 
the  general  resolution  adopted  at  the  end  of  the 
last  session  had  not  brought  it  forth. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  had  not  been  aware  that 
there  w.is  any  particular  form  of  calls  for  infor- 
mation. He  should  rather  have  supposed  that 
the  form  would  be  governed  by  a  general  regard 
to  the  purpose  in  view ;  that  questions  would  be 
therein  asked  bearing  on  the  points  in  relation  to 
which  information  was  wished  for.  He  asked 
the  gentlevan  whether  there  was  not  apparent  on 
the  public  records  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the 
Executive,  if  at  all,  for  information  through 
whom  this  decree  had  been  first  received.  The 
French  Minister  had  declared  that  the  decree  had 
been  transmitted  through  two  channels.  Was 
not  the  inquiry,  then,  material  through  which,  if 
either,  it  had  been  received  ?  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  not  go  the  whole  length  which  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  gone,  in  saying 
that  suspicion  had  attached  to  the  Government 
on  this  head.  He  would  say  that  for  his  part  he 
entertained  none.  The  particularity  of  the  call 
arose  from  the  nature  of  the  information  wished  ; 
and  if  there  was  novelty  in  the  form,  it  was  be- 
cause a  similar  case  bad  never  arisen. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  was  glad  the  gentleman 
had  at  last  come  to  the  point.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  adverting  to  the  corres- 
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I^ftoden-ce  of  Mr.  Btrlow,  says  that  the  French  de- 
fe»r  bad  been  all«-ged  to  have  been  transmitted 
trough  two  sources  to  our  Government.  The 
r<>t  of  these  resolves  inquires  through  whom  and 
what  manner  this  decree  had  been  communi- 


yiiry  whether  th^?  decree  in  question  had  been 
jCetved  through  cither  of  the  two  channels  de- 
salted by  the  Duke  of  Bassano.  Why,  then, 
^ter  being  thus  jhrecise  in  two  separate  resolu- 
)Qi»,  was  the  President,  in  addition  to  tiiese  spe- 
Ic  inquiries,  called  upon  to  inform  the  House 
|rough  whom  atjd  in  what  manner  the  decree 
id  been  received  by  him  ?    Was  not  this  Ian- 


read.  It  was,  no  doubt,  well  known  to  that  gen- 
tleman, that  a  resolution,  in  the  very  terms  per- 
haps which  he  had  read,  had  been  adopted  at  the 
last  session,  the  result  of  which  we  hare  seen. 
The  same  answer  might  be  expected  to  the  re- 
eled. The  second  and  third  resolutions  embrace  solve  read  by  the  gentleman,  if  it  was  adopted  in 
>e  object  avowed;  by  the  gentleman,  viz:  am  in-    preference  to  those  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  McKee  said  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
^cetved  ttirougli  cither  of  the  two  channels  ae-  adoption,  at  the  last  session,  of  a  resolution  sirai- 
jfiBited  by   the  Duke  of  Bassano.     Whv.  then,  '  lar  to  that  which  he  had  moved.     If  such  an  one 

could  be  shown  on  the  Journals,  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion. 
Mr.  Sheffey  then  quoted  the  Journal  of  the 
'Arough  whom  atjd  in  what  manner  the  decree  1st  of  March  last,  containing  a  resoluiion,  moved 
^d  been  receivecj  by  him  ?  Was  not  this  Ian-  ;  by  Mr.  Goldsbohough,  calling  for  an  authenii- 
{#iage  (wholly  unnecessary  with  the  object  which  cated  copy  of  the  decree,  purporting  to  be  a  revo- 
lve gentleman  avowed)  calculated  to  bring  up  a  |  cation  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and 
vjird  idea,  not  avawed  by  the  mover,  that  the  de-  t  also  for  infortnalion  as  to  the  lime  and  manner  of 


See  might  have  been  received  through  some 
««her  channel  than  either  of  those  through  which 
me  Duke  of  Bassaqo  had  declared  to  Mr.  Barlow 
tXit  he  had  forwarded  it  ?  If  inquiry  was  meant 
c^ly  as  to  the  two- modes  of  communication  indi- 
cijted  in  the  correspondence,  the  terms  of  the  first 
AoW^  were  unnefossary  as  well  as  indecorous; 
j||  otherwise,  ther*;  were  no  facts  on  which  to 
list  suspicion  or  ground  inquiry. 
^Mr.  Calhodn  concluded  by  moving  to  strike 
<€t  of  the  resolution  the  words  "  by  whom  and 
i.\  whar  manner." 

,  Mr.  McKee  rose  for  the  purpose  of  proposing 
»>fj  amendment  which,  he  said,  would  supersede 
tke  one  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  South 


its  communication,  ice. 

I  believe  it  will  be  found,  continued  Mr.  S., 
that  this  motion,  then  adopted,  substantially  em- 
braces the  requisition  contained  in  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  That  resolution 
required  a  copy  of  the  decree  in  question,  to- 
gether with  information  of  the  time  and  manner 
of  its  communication,  and  a*lso  any  correspond- 
ence or  facts  related  thereto.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man whether  he  recollects  the  result  of  this  in- 
quiry? Did  we  get  any  information  as  to  the  time 
and  manner  of  promulgating  that  decree  ?  We 
had  communicated  to  us,  without  any  explana- 
tion or  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
several  extracts  of  letters  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the 


rolina.  His  object  was  to  strike  out  the  whole  Secretary  of  Slate,  in  one  of  which  he  expressly 
,  fiibe  resolutions,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  a  res-  i  said,  that  the  Duke  of  Bassano  did  state  that  the 
>  caution,  which  he  read,  calling  upon  the  Presi-  ,  repe; 


pealing  decree  had  been  communicated  to  our 
Government  through  two  channels,  at  as  early  a 
date  as  .May.  1811.  What  follows  ?  Either  the 
a.ssertion  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano  is  true  or  it  is 
not  true.     Whether  it  be  or  be  not,  is  a  matter 


u«uiiwu,   «viii(.ii    uc    irau.    (jdiuUg    UpO 

■  dint  Generally  for  Information  on  this  head.  He 
s^d  ne  was  persuaded  there  was  no  gentleman 
i|  the  House  desirous  to  detain  from  the  public 
fit  any  information  which  he  had  any  reason 

ti  believe  calculated  at  all  to  enlighten  the  pub-    highly  important  to  this  nation,  to  the  people,  to 
I'vmind.  or  mature  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  of    iheir  Representatives,  lo  whom  is  committefi  the 

]  I  jtj  House  in  relation  to  our  concerns  with  foreign  administration  and  superintendence  of  their  af- 
•  i^',ions.  But  thertf  certainly  was  something  due  faifs ;  not  only  so  far  as  the  Constitution  has, 
:  t^  (the  Chief  Magistrate  oi  the  nation.  It  was  >  committed  a  legislative  duty  to  this  House,  but, 
ihfiJ)ossible  for  any  man  to  read  the  resolutions  also,  so  far  as  it  is  its  duty  to  see  that  the  powers 
wiihout  perceiving  that  they  might  be  construed  confided  to  other  departments  of  the  Govern- 
iifjuriously  to  thelExecutive.  Why  ifot  ask  for  ment  are  honestly  and  fairly  executed.  If  the 
tl^e|information  desiired  in  respectful  termi?  Was  President  in  1811  was  possessed  of  this  decree,  as 
tiif  Hou^e  likely  lo  arrive  at  its  object  in  this  has  been  asserted  by  the  French  Minister,  I  hesi- 
V-»y  sooner  than  by  a  decorous  and  respectful  tale  not  to  pronounce,  under  the  high  resnonsi- 
c^irse  '    He  saw  mo  propriety  in  the  particular    bility  of  my  situation,  as  a  Member  ol'  the  Grand 

■  tf^BjB  of  the  resolution,  especially  when  the  in-  Inquest  of  the  Nation,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
fqifination  desired  mighi  be  as  easily  obtained  by  President  deserves  not  only  the  scrutiny  but  the 
piiKsoing  a  different  course.  He  was  as  anxious  [  reprehension  of  the  nation;  for  such  information 
aijhe  gentleman  who  moved  the  resolutions  to  would  show  that  the  nation  has  been  involved  in 
lalir  before  the  nation  every  particle  of  inforraa-  war  wiihout  the  least  necessity.  It  is  manifest 
ti"o  in  relation  to  the  decree  dated  the  28th  of'  that  if  this  decree  was  known  to  our  Govern- 
J>fe)jril,  1811.  So  far  as  he  was  informed,  the  con-  ment  in  1811,  and  had  been  known  to  the  people, 
d|((t  of  France  in  relation  to  that  matter  was,  as  '<  and  used  in  the  manner  it  ought  to  have  been, 
h^jhad  frequently  believed  it  to  be,  insincere,  j  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  great  cause  of  the  war, 
bi^<t.  and  abomin>ble.  He  wished  that  every  would  have  been  done  away  ;  and.  if  they  had, 
ir^JQ  in  the  nation  might  see  and  detest  it.  |  would  any  man  say  that  we  should  have  been 

KfMr.  Sheffet  said  the  honorable  member  from  j  plunged  into  the  disastrous  and  ruinous  war  in 
f^ntucky  might  as  well  vote  a;,'ainst  the  inquiry  ■  which  we  are  now  engaged  ?    It  is  undeniable,  if 
av-Ogeihtr,  as  substitute  the  motion  which  he  had  1  the  Orders  in  Council  had  been  repealed  that  we 
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should  not  have  been  engaged  in  the  present  war. 
I  conceive  that  the  resolutions  ought  to  be  spe- 
cific, to  remain  as  they  are.  If  we  want  any  in- 
formation at  all,  it  is  that  designated  in  the  words 
moved  to  be  expunged  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  It  may  turn  out.  and  I  hope  it 
will,  that  the  French  assertion  in  this  respect  was, 
as  French  assertions  generally  are,  false,  and  to 
have  been  only  an  attempt  further  to  inveigle  us. 
I  hope  that  will  turn  out  to  be  the  case;  in  some 
degree  I  am  confident  such  will  prove  to  be  the 
fact.  Alihouiih  I  do  not  agree  with  ihe  Presi- 
dent of  the  Onited  Slates  in  his  present  policy, 
charity  and  my  own  opinion  of  his  personal 
character  forbid  me  from  believing  that  the  Presi- 
dent could  have  had  this  decree  in  his  ])Qssession 
for  more  than  two  years,  and  that  merely  to  pre- 
serve the  consistency  of  his  proclamation  of  No- 
vember, 1810,  he  should  have  suppressed  it.  I 
will  not  believe  it;  I  will,  until  it  shall  prove 
to  be  otherwise,  believe  the  French  as,seruon  to 
be  false. 

Experience  has  shown,  sir.  that  any  resolution 
calling  for  the  infurmalion  in  general  terms  will 
not  answer  the  purpose.  The  very  circumstance 
of  a  resolution  in  g'^neral  terms,  such  as  I  have 
read,  having  been  a.lopieJ  on  the  Ist  of  March, 
1813.  and  not  extracting  the  information  desired, 
makes  it  extremely  necessary  that  the  resolution 
now  lo  be  passed  should  be  precise  and  definite 
as  to  the  information  required;  that  it  should 
point  distinctly  to  the  object,  and  leave  nothing 
to  ihe  discretion  of  the  Executive,  except  that 
discretion  which  all  admit  ought  to  be  granted 
him;  that  is,  a  discretion  whether  or  not  the  in- 
formation asked  would  injuriously  affect  the  pub- 
lic interest.  Sir,  I  expect  from  the  resolution 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  as  a 
substitute,  nothing  of  that  kind  of  information 
which  we  deem  important.  And  is  it  not  im- 
portant? Has  there  not  been  a  cloud  hanging 
over  the  Executive  since  the  last  night  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress?  Have  not  circumstances 
given  something  like  a  color  to  the  idea  that  the 
Chief  .Magistrate  of  a  free  people  could  do  an 
act  which  would  disgrace  a  tyrant  who  claims 
the  throne  by  divine  right  or  by  any  other  right? 
For  of  such  a  character  would  be  the  withhold- 
ing information,  an  act  which  would  plunge  the 
nation  into  war,  rather  than  be  convicted  of  hav- 
ing proclaimed  a  falsity.  I  hr.ve  hitherto  be- 
lieved, whatever  difference  there  may  be  as  to 
the  objects  of  the  several  parties  in  the  Govern- 
ment, that  there  has  been  perfect  purity  on  all 
sides,  and  hope  not  to  be  compelled  to  change 
that  opinion.  Is  it  not  important  to  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  that  they  should 
assent  to  the  resolutions  as  they  now  stand?  If 
a  resolution  in  general  terms  be  substituted  for 
them,  what  will  the  world  say  ?  They  would 
say  that  gentlemen  were  afraid  to  see  the  light; 
that  they  refused  the  information  sought  for,  be- 
cause, if  brought  out,  it  would  have  damned  their 
cause.  I  do  not  believe  information  will  be  had 
of  such  a  character.  But  as  the  assertion  of  the 
Duke  of  Bassano  has  been  made,  if  we  pass  a 


resolution  on  the  subject  at  all.  it  should  unques- 
tionably point  to  the  particular  information  de- 
sired. 

Mr.  PiSK  rose  but  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I  could 
wish,  said  Mr.  F..  when  questions  of  a  public  na- 
ture are  brought  before  the  House,  with  the  ex- 
press view  of  giving  information,  tliat  the  state- 
ments on  which  they  are  founded  might  be  cor- 
rect. I  deny  entirely  the  conclusion  just  drawtr, 
that  if  the  Executive  was  in  possession  of  this  in- 
formation, and  had  communicated  it,  it  would 
have  prevented  the  war.  Is  it  not  known  to  the 
nation  that  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Foster,  after 
quibbling  for  months,  was  at  length  brought  by 
Mr.  Monroe  to  a  definitive  answer,  that  if  the 
French  decrees  were  repealed,  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil would  not  be  revoked  ?  And,  are  we  now  to  be 
told,  if  that  decree  of  repeal  had  been  produced, 
it  would  have  prevented  the  war?  I  presume  it 
will  be  found  that  the  decree  was  not  in  posses- 
sion of  our  Government;  but,  if  it  had  been,  its 
promulgation  would  not  have  prevented  the  war. 
Mr.  F.  said  he  had  only  ri.'«en  to  express  this  idea, 
and  to  stale  his  surprise  to  hear  every  attempt 
made  on  every  occasion  to  shield  the  British  Gov- 
ernment from  blame,  and  to  impute  it  to  our  owa 
Government. 

Mr.  McKee  said  that  nothing  was  more  foreign 
from  his  wishes  than  to  prevent  the  disclosure  of 
every  species  of  testimony  which  was  in  the  De- 
partment of  State  on  this  subject.  He  was  con- 
fident in  his  own  mind  that  the  specifications  in 
the  resolution  would  not  elicit  more  information 
than  if  its  terms  were  general.  It  was  due  to 
candor  to  state,  however,  that  he  had  been  totally 
unapprized  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution  cited 
from  the  journals  of  the  last  session,  when  he 
moved  his  amendment.  He  had  not  been  in  his 
place  when  it  had  passed,  and  it  had  escaped  his 
observation.  Alihougli  he  retained  his  impres- 
sion that  the  resolutions  contained  unnecessary 
insinuations,  and  were  not  sufficiently  respectful 
in  iheir  terms,  he  should  for  the  present  withdraw 
his  proposed  amendment,  reserving  to  himself  the 
right  to  vote  against  the  resolves  altogether,  if  on 
further  refleciion  he  should  retain  bis  hostility  to 
them. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  hoped  that  there 
would  have  been  no  division  of  opinion  on  this 
subject — that  there  would  have  been  no  objection 
to  such  a  modification  of  this  resolution  as  had 
been  proposed  by  him.  He  would  stale  the  cir- 
cumstance which  he  thought  ought  to  govern  gen- 
tlemen in  paying  some  little  deference  to  the  feel- 
ings and  wishes  of  those  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
What  were  the  facts  on  which  the  resolutions 
were  grounded  ?  A  few  days  before  the  end  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  on  motion  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
calling  on  the  President  for  certain  information 
relative  to  our  relations  with  France.  The  Presi- 
dent, on  the  next  day  but  one.  that  is,  on  the  last 
day  of  the  session,  made  a  communication,  which, 
among  other  things,  staled  a  conversation  which 
had  taken  place  between  Mr.  Barlow,  our  late 
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-l^iDister  to  France,  and  the  Duke  of  Bassano. 
■  telatire  to  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees.  Mr. 
^^arlovtr  expressed  his  surprise  when  the  decree  of 
»^^th  April,  1811  was  produced,  that  it  had  been 
,^^0  long  concealer.  The  Duke  of  Bassano  replied 
l<hat  ii  had  been  communicated  to  our  Miaster  in 
♦France,  and  the  French  Minister  in  this  country, 
I'm  ihe  lime  it  was  issued.  It  is  fair  to  acknow- 
ledge that  that  order  must  have  been  antedated, 
{•or  concealed  by  ihe  Freach  Government,  or  com- 
'^unicated  to  the  Executive,  and  by  tham  con- 
l^ealed.  Whatever  form  of  inquiry  gentlemen 
>^  wight  tb'ink  proper  to  adopt,  by  which  to  prove 
'i'^at  thf  decree  was  antedated  or  concealed,  Mr. 
■'Jb.  was  willing  should  be  adopted.  The  House 
*«Jught  iiot,  howerer,in  the  present  stage  of  this  busi- 
jJAess,  to  presume  that  the  repealing  decree  had 
fi^een  communicated  to  the  Executive  and  by  him 
^r:onccale«J.  He  would  not  attribute  such  motives 
*to  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire — he  was 
Vtoo  hoiiorable  to  be  actuated  by  them.  No  man 
^who  looks  into   his  own  heart  and   finds  purity 

Jhere,  will  be  liable  to  misrepresent  the  motives 
^  of  others.  The  resolution,  as  hastily  read,  would 
JDevertheless  convey  the  idea  to  which  he  had  just 
.alluded.  He  wished  the  gentleman  from  New 
\  Hampishire.  then,  would  consent  to  expunge  these 
f  words  ;  and   he  asked   it  the  more  confidently,  as 

(he  gentleman    himself  bad    shown    that   those 

t words  were  mere  surplusage.  becau>e  the  object 
which  he    professed  to   have  in   view   was  em- 
J  braced  m  two  distinct  resolutions  which  follow  the 

*  first.  If,  when  the  President  should  make  a  reply 
i^(o  the  resolutions  thus  amended,  there  should  be 
rany  circumstance  leading  to  a  suspicion  of  coii- 
^cetlment,  it  would  be  competent  to  any  gentle- 
;>  man  io  move  an  additional  explanatory  resolution  ; 

iand  Mr.  C.  disUuctly  pledged  himself  for  one, 
shs3uld  any  ambiguity  appear  in  the  reply,  that 
he  would  join  gentlemen  in  voting  for  further  in- 
iquiry.  But  he  had  the  firmest  belief  that  nothing 
l^was   withheld   that  was  necessary  to    be  known, 

#  at}d  that  all  would  be  satisfactorily  cleared  up. 

g     Before  he  5at  down,  he  would  advert  to  one 
|lbing.     The  gentleman  from  New  Hamphire,  in 
<  in*)ving  these  resolves,  said  (according  to  the  re- 
port oi  his  speech  in  the  National  Intelligencer) 
.  t|o  this  eflect:  th«t  the  question  at  issue  between 
J  |h?  Governments  of  America  and  Great  Britain, 
lijD   which  the  declaration    of  war  turned,   was, 
ijrhether  the  Freach  decrees   were  or   were  not 
>iepealed.     And  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
tO'day  spoken  to  the  same  effect.     Mr.  C.  said  he 
,#ould   not,   on    the   present  occasion,  go   to  the 
trouble  of  dilatiDsj  at  large  on  that  point ;  but  he 
iirould  observe  ibat  the  gentleman  had  presumed 
io  do  for  us  in  this  case  what  would  be  considered 
very  extraordinary  to   have  been  done  in  a  suit 
)»t  law.     He,  the  defendant   in   the  action,   had 

•  dtawn  the  declaration  for  the  plaintiff,  and  pointed 
>j)Ul  the  issue.     This  was  as  unfair  in  a  political 

|is  it  would  be  iu  a  legal  contest.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
had  always  distinctly  contended  for  the  right  to 
consider  the  injuries  done  to  us  by  each  belliger- 
jent  OQ  their  own  ground.  This  had  been  his 
course,  because  a  different  one  would  have  been 
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as  unworthy  a  nation,  as  it  would  have  been  un- 
worthy of  an  individual.  What!  said  he,  shall 
we  make  the  right  of  obtaining  redress  from  Eng- 
land dependent  on  the  justice  of  France?  He, 
for  his  part,  would  take  a  higher,  a  different  ground. 
He  saw  what  had  led  the  gentleman  into  error — 
he  had  mistaken  the  mean*  of  redress  for  the  in- 
jury to  be  redressed.  This  country  had,  indeed, 
in  its  great  efforts  to  preserve  peace  and  neutral- 
ity, endeavored  to  get  one  of  the  belligerents  to 
repeal  its  offensive  edicts,  in  order  to  induce  the 
other  to  do  the  same.  Our  Government  (said 
Mr.  C.)  did  descend  one  step  in  passing  the  act 
of  1810,  under  which  France  did  (or,  as  the  gen- 
tlemen over  the  way  would  say,  pretended  to) 
repeal  her  decrees  of  Berlin  and  .Milan.  Brifaia 
did  refuse  to  proceed  pari  passu  with  F" ranee  in 
this  repeal.  I  will  now  place  this  question  at 
rest  forever;  this  fact  shall  hereafter  forever  be 
without  contradiction.  England  did  say  to  this 
country,  even  if  France  did  repeal  her  decres  in 
relation  to  us  she  would  not  repeal  her  Orders  in 
Council.  This  she  did  say  by  the  solemn  decla- 
ration of  the  Prince  Regent,  dated  2lst  April 
1812.  No  gentleman  dare  hereafter  reiterate  the 
statement  that  if  France  had  bona  fide  repealed 
her  decrees,  as  regards  America.  England  would 
have  followed  her  example.  Most  indubitably 
gentlemen  who  so  highly  appreciate  British  faitQ 
will  not  discredit  the  evidence  I  produce.  By 
some  unaccountable  means  they  have  heretofore 
contrived  to  throw  a  cloud  over  it,  to  keep  it 
out  of  sight.  A  further  evidence  in  proof  of 
my  assertion  is,  that  when  there  was  no  longer 
a  shade  of  doubt  hanging  over  the  repeal  of 
the  French  decrees — that  is  to  say,  for  thirty- 
five  days  after  the  official  communication  to  the 
British  Government  oi  the  French  decree  bear- 
ing 4ate  the  28th  April.  1811 — no  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  took  place.  What  process 
was  going  on  in  Britain  in  that  interval  1  Dur- 
ing these  days  a  most  laborious  inquiry  was  in 
progress  in  the  House  of  Common*,  into  th«  ef- 
fects, beneficial  or  otherwise,  produced  on  the 
commercial  interest  of  Britain  by  her  Orders  in 
Council  of  1807  and  1809  ;  during  all  which  time 
the  British  Ministry  not  only  approbated  and 
supported  them,  but  took  higher  ground  in  relation 
to  them  than  they  had  ever  done  before.  They 
entirely  gave  up  the  pretended  retaliatory  charac- 
ter of  the  Orders  in  Council;  they  were  bound 
to  give  it  up.  Men  of  common  sense  could  no 
longer  have  defended  them  on  that  ground.  The 
question  was,  in  terms,  wiiether  or  not  our  com- 
merce, thai  IS  neutral  commerce,  should  be  made 
subservient  tjBritish  monopoly.  And  how, finally, 
were  the  Orders  in  Council  repealed  ?  After  it  had 
been  made  clear  as  the  light  of  the  sun  in  heaven, 
that  ihey  were  injurious  to  British  commerce. 
Will  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  now  say  that 
England  would  have  repealed  her  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, as  to  us,  if  she  had  been  convinced  that  France 
had  in  the  same  manner  revoked  or  modified  her 
decrees?  The  gentleman  dare  not  say  it.  No, 
sir,  he  dare,  not,  because  I  shall  prove  him  guilty 
of  falsity  if  he  does.     His  known  integrity  and 
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candor  are  too  great  to  permit  bim  to  say  it.  He 
dare  not  say,  then,  that  if  the  P'rench  decree  of 
repeal  had  been  known,  the  British  orders  would 
have  beeh  repealed,  and  the  war  thus  prevented. 

[Mr.  S  rocKTOM  here  spoke  to  order.  He  wi.shed 
to  know  whether  personal  threats  were  admissi- 
ble on  the  door — whether  any  gentleman  could 
be  permitted  to  say  that  another  dare  not  say  any 
particular  thing. 

The  Speaker  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman  as  having  used  a  personal  threat.] 

Mr.  Calhoun  continued.  He  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  he  bad  no  personal 
meaning  in  what  he  said.  He  merely  had  said 
that  the  gentleman  dare  not,  as  a  man  of  veracity, 
assert  a  tact  oth'erwise  than  that  fact  is.  He  was 
•orry  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  much  more 
thai  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  himself,  should 
misunder>tand  him.  1  will  be  more  particular,  said 
Mr.  C.  I  assert  that  two  and  two  make  four; 
and  I  say  no  gentleman  dare  to  contradict  it.  I 
say  so  on  conviction  of  ihe  certainty  of  the  fact. 
Sir,  although  warm  in  my  country's  cause,  no- 
thingshall  ever  indue  me  unnecessarily  lo  wound 
the  feelings  of  any  gentleman  in  this  House,  more 
especially  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  with 
whom  I  have  never  been  so  unfortunate  as  to 
come  in  collision.  1  may  be  warm,  sir  ;  I  have 
a  right  to  be  so.  I  was  one  of  the  advocates  of 
the  present  war.  I  considered  the  interests  and 
rights  of  the  nation  compromitted  in  the  question, 
and  I  was  bound  to  vote  for  it.  I  am  therefore 
mortified  to  see  it  placed  on  ground  on  which  it 
ought  not  to  stand.  I  am  mortified  to  hear  the 
missiateraeuts  which  prevail  on  this  subject.  The 
cause  of  my  country  is  that  in  whose  behalf  I  am 
now  warm,  and  ever  hope  to  be  so.  It  is  a  cause 
on  the  truth  and  justice  of  which  I  would  stake 
my  all — though  on  its  ultimate  success  I  cannot, 
for  that  is  yet  in  the  womb  of  time. 

I  have  condescended,  sir,  to  view  this  question 
for  a  moment  on  the  ground  of  the  relative  con- 
duct of  France  and  Great  Britain.  Not  that  I  be- 
lieve the  Government  ought  to  descend,  in  the 
pursuit  of  a  magnanimous  policy,  to  a  scholastic 
view,  which  nation  has  done  us  the  first  or  the 
greatest  injury.  Such  considerations  would  never 
ehter  into  the  view  of  a  statesman.  The  ques- 
tion is,  how  we  can  be>t  redress  the  wrongs 
of  the  country.  I  have  ever  regretted  that  the 
injuries  of  the  belligerents  should  for  a  moment 
have  been  viewed  in  their  retaliatory  character, 
notwithstanding  the  excellence  of  the  motive— a 
loveof  peace,  and  a  desire  to  maintain  it.  I  would 
have  taken  a  higher  ground;  and  the  Govern- 
ment, finding  all  their  pacific  efforts  were  in  vain 
were  compelled  at  length  to  appeal  to  the  last  re- 
sort. An  opposite  view  of  this  question  appears 
to  me  ridiculous,  if  I  dare  mingle  ridicule  with 
a  question  of  such  seriousness.  Is  it  not  absurd 
to  contend  that  we  ought  to  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
beaten  to  death,  whilst  engaged  in  abstract  philo- 
sophic inquiries  who  gave  us  the  first  blow?  In 
the  whole  of  this  contest  of  restrictions,  I  shall  ever 
deem  the  conduct  of  France  to  have  been  improper. 
I  stand  here  only  as   the  assertor  of  American 


rights,  the  rindicator  of  the  American  cause.  I 
will  not  presume  that  the  President  had  received 
th*?  decree  in  question  and  concealed  it — and  the 
only  modification  I  ask  of  these  resolutions,  is  to 
divest  them  of  that  imputation,  which  theyappear 
to  convey.  Thus  modified,  I  shall  cheerfully  vote 
for  them,  to  afford  to  gentlemen  in  opposition  the 
most  liberal  opportunity  of  obtaining  all  the  in- 
formation they  can  wish. 

Mr.  Hanson  said  the  part  of  the  resolution 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  re- 
garded as  so  exceptionable,  conveying,  as  he  sup- 
posed, an  insinuation  against  the  President  highly 
disrespectful  and  unwarrantable,  was  the  very 
part  he  most  wished  to  retain.  Those  words 
expunged,  the  pith,  the  essence  of  the  resolution 
was  extracted,  and  nothing  would  remain  to  be 
acted  on.  It  would  be  equivalent  to  a  rejection 
of  all  the  resolutions,  because  the  first  resolution 
was  the  pivot  upon  which  the  rest  turned — take 
that  away,  the  key-stone  of  the  arch  was  removed 
and  the  whole  fabric  must  necessarily  fall. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  not  the  strength,  if  he  had 
the  inclination,  to  wade  through  the  volumes  of 
documentary  evidence  which  gentlemen  seemed 
inclined  to  drag  into  the  discussion  to  defend 
their  consistency  and  justify  the  measures  pre- 
ceding and  connected  with  this  war — nor  was 
this  a  proper  stage  of  the  discussion  to  go  into  a 
general  view  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  par- 
ticularly the  negotiation  with  the  French  Gov- 
ernment. To  begin  with  the  late  Mr.  Secretary 
Smith  and  dissect  all  that  was  written  by  that 
gentleman,  then  to  pass  to  Mr.  Monroe's  corres- 
pondence with  Mr.  Foster;  to  proceed  next  to  an 
examination  of  all  that  came  from  the  Dukes  of 
Cadore  and  Bassano.  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Barlow, 
Mr.  Pinkney,  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley,  and 
lastly,  from  the  youth  to  whom  were  committed 
our  concerns  as  Charge  des  Affaires  in  England, 
would  be  10  lose  one's  self  in  a  labyrinth  of  diplo- 
macy, from  which  it  would  require  the  enterprise 
and  wit  of  a  Theseus,  aided  by  the  clue  of  an 
Ariadne,  to  be  extricated. 

Mr.  H.  could  not  but  express  his  surprise  that 
any  opposition  should  be  made,  by  the  friends  of 
the  Administration,  to  the  resolutions  under  con- 
sideration; that  it  was  indeed  to  have  been  ex- 
pected that  an  early  opportunity  would  be  sought 
by  the  gentlemen  themselves  to  remove  from  the 
public  mind  injurious  and  well  founded  suspi- 
cions against  the  Executive,  spread  everywhere 
and  daily  acquiring  strength;  that  it  was  to  have 
been  expected  that  such  an  opportunity  would 
have  been  earnestly  sought  and  eagerly  embraced, 
to  vindicate  the  honor  of  Administration,  by  re- 
futing one  of  the  most  insulting  and  outrageous 
imputations  of  falsehood,  fraud,  and  imposture, 
ever  submitted  to  by  one  independent  Power 
from  another.  That  it  was  to  have  been  expected 
the  guardians  of  the  national  honor  would  have 
displayed  a  quick  and  lively  sensibility  to  what- 
ever affected  the  character  of  the  country  ;  and 
that  their  own  share  of  responsibility,  a  just  sense 
of  what  was  due  to  themselves,  would  tiave  sug- 
gested to  genilemea  on  the  other  side  the  neces- 
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fsity  of  some  exculpatory  course,  some  voluntary 

•  proceeding,  to  wipe  away  the  stain  cast   upon 

•  their  character:?  by  the  presumptuous  tool  of  a 
V  (breign  despot.  Should  the  resoiutioos  be  re- 
T  lected.  the  public  is  bound  to  believe,  the  people 
'toevitably  will  btlieve,  either  that  the  important 
4  jocument  whichr  we  ask  to  be  laid  before  the  na- 
•^l^On  was  suppressed,  for  the  most  corrupt  pur- 

.yoses.  or  that,  rarher  than  risk  the  displeasure  of 

"Fiance,  by  exculpating  the  Executive  and  itself, 

.    tiiiis  House  prefers  to  sanction,  nay,  recommend, 

•  -i  negative  vote,  a  continued  concealment  of  evi- 

*  |Jeiice,  a  suppression  of  a  declaration  exposing 
Ijivhe  "courtly  insincerity,"  the  duplicity,  and  false- 
i.hGod,  of  France, 

i:  Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  wished  to  dismiss  from 

3t.be  discussion  all  ihe  rubbish  and  trumpery  which 

wmight  be  raked  together  in  the  Departmentof  State, 

vand  brought  to  bear  upon  this  question ;  he  wished 

\o  discard  all  extraneous  matter  with  which  it 

(m^ghl  be  attempted  lu  encumber  the  question,  in 

*order  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  people  from 

.    whe  true   subjeci  of  inquiry.     Let  us.  said   he. 

.    ?^jtyplify  the  question,  and  present  it  in  a  form 

>qaiculatej   to  meet  the   apprehension   of  every 

a^an,  not  having  an  unaccountable  obliquity  of 

^ision,  or  tortured  by  a  distressing  density  of  in- 

l    "i^tlect.    And  how  stands  the  question?     Simply 

^ad  plainly  thus:  shall  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 

injs  nation  rest  under  the  foul  imputation  of  hav- 

4i]]g  done  a  deed  at  the   bare  mention  of  which 

?lJoaor  blushes — the  cheek  of  charity  must  mantle 

;    ?4-ii  deed   which,   in  a  better  age,   would    have 

:    *&rougbt  a  monarch  to  the  block?     Or  will  the 

rVational  Legislature  afford  that  Chief  Magistrate 

■    ha  opportunity  (which  opportunity,  to  be  bure, 

:    Muigbt  have  been  taken)  to  acquit  himself  by  his 

;    »3iwn  mere  denial  of  tne  charges,  and  thus  incul- 

\   fcaie  his  imperial  accuser,  who  has  officially  pro- 

;   Coulged,  I  trust,  an  unqualified  untruth,  vitally 

;   kiflVcting  the  honor  of  Government  ?     This  plain 

.   IjiropoMiion  presented  to  the  minds  of  gentlemen, 

■^^ould  they  doubt  or  hesitate   in  their  decision? 

ib'oTced,  driven  to  the  alternative  of  flying  in  the 

^ace  of  imperial  ire,  and  the  unavoidable  degra- 

jh^iion  of  submitting  to  an  allegation  of  treachery 

f.u  this  people  by  their  rulers,  it  was  but  reasonable 

*(?  expect  a  prompt  decision  in  favor  of  the  call  for 

Jufbrmation.     As^fuuch  as  gentlemen  might  excel 

:    Jij  the  art  of  "  making  the  worse  appear  the  better 

w«ason.''  (and  we  had  abundant  proof  that  skil- 

jTul  sophists  were  on  the  floor.)  it  was  not  in  the 

x«)t)Wer  of  human  ingenuity,  sophistry  itself  could 

pot  vary  the  true,  simple  statement  of  the  case, 

/fhe  resolutions  rejected,  or  so  altered  as  to  defeat 

^be  fair   purpose     ''  -l-;-   i li-    -i  _ 


of  their   honorable   mover,  the 


•j^aW  for  particular  information  refused,  and  the 
;  iJaference  was  irresistible;  the  mind  of  man  could 
^^flLiMti"*-  **~~a"»eal.ict  of  guilty  would    be  pro- 

•  nounced   against  Administration   by   the  grand 

•  f  uquesi  of  the  nation.  On  the  other  hand,  let  the 
<'*'rfsident  confront  his  accuser,  and  officially  deny 
♦|iJ«S  official  declaration  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano, 
^ind  the  national  character  would  be  in  so  much 
^■Mrieved,  the  honor  of  Administration  in  so  far 

.findicated.     For  himself,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  could 


not  help  thinking,  as  an  American  he  could  not 
help  hoping,  the  French  Minister  would  be  con- 
victed of  a  wanton,  groundless,  official  falsehood. 
Guilt  rested  somewhere,  and  be  himself  hoped  it 
could  be  fastened  on  France. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  Faber,  in  his  '•  Sketches  of 
the  ioiernal  state  of  France,"  (a  book  which  ought 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  citizen  of  this  and 
any  other  country,)  said  "that  in  France  was  ex- 
hibited the  most  extraordinary  phenomenon  ever 
known,  a  moral  prodigy  unexampled  in  the  his- 
tory of  mankind,"  which  was,  •■  the  regular  syste- 
matic elaborate  organization  of  falsehood,  as  the 
basis  of  the  Government  and  the  soul  of  all  its 
public  acts." 

Now.  sir,  said  he,  when  the  question  is  put 
whether  this  Government  will  exhibit  to  the 
world  the  evidence  to  sustain  this  declaration,  at 
least  as  far  as  Administration  is  concerned,  and 
so  demonstrate  to  the  world  the  fraud  and  rank 
corruption  of  the  military  despotism  so  well  de- 
scribed by  the  author  mentioned,  or  tacitly  admit 
the  imputation  against  the  President  of  having 
betrayed  the  people  and  truckled  to  a  tyrant, 
there  should  be  no  division  upon  the  question;  a 
zealous  enthusiastic  rivalry  should  be  displayed 
by  the  two  parties  in  the  House  in  rallying 
round  the  honor  of  their  own  Government.  It 
was  but  reasonable  to  expect  that  few,  very  few, 
would  be  found  hardy  enough  to  vote  in  the 
negative. 

As  a  party  man,  I  am  free  to  confess  said  Mr. 
H.,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  no  grear.  agony  of  grief 
with  me,  to  see  the  resolutions  rejected.  But 
love  of  country,  the  great  and  sole  loundation  of 
all  public  virtue,  cheerfully  yields  the  triumph 
which  such  a  vote  would  assure  to  the  minority. 
You,  sir,  are  not  now  to  be  informed  that  thou- 
sands and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  free  and 
enlightened  people  of  this  Ktpublic,  judging  from 
the  mysterious  acts  of  Administration,  the  con- 
stant and  (in  my  judgment)  abominable  practice 
of  suppressing  information,  and  a  curious  coinci- 
dence in  our  mea>ures  and  those  of  a  foreign 
Power,  are  firmly  persuaded,  if  not  rivetted  in  the 
opinion,  that  the  destinies  of  this  nation  are 
directed  by  a  distant  hand.  They  know  that 
France,  ever  since  her  regicidal  era.  when  the 
mild  and  amiable  Louis  was  butchered,  has  arro- 
gated and  haughtily  exercised  the  right  of  super- 
seding, by  a  code  of  her  own,  all  the  sacred  and 
recognised  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations;  this 
France,  that  fawns  over  her  prey,  and  courts 
whom  she  designs  to  destroy;  whose  annals  of 
perfidy,  usurpation,  and  blood,  have  blotted  the 
history  of  man,  and  at  last  provoked  the  wrath 
of  the  Almighty,  whose  arm  has  been  made 
bare  to  smite  the  munsier  identified  with  her 
crimes.  This  people  think  that  France  has  plun- 
dered us  of  our  property  without  one  manly  effort 
to  recover  or  protect  it ;  cramped  us  in  our  in- 
dustry, without  our  daring  to  complain  ;  at  first 
assigned  limits  to  our  commerce,  and  finally 
forced  us  to  unite  in  measures  for  its  destruction — 
robbed  us  of  our  honor — chained  us  to  the  car  of 
the  conqueror — coerced  us  to  shout  hosannahs  to 
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his  fame,  and  fabricate  apologies  for  his  misfor- 
tunei — twisted  a  knot  about  our  necks,  which  we 
are  told  the  tyrant's  sword  alone  can  cut.  Will 
you  reject  these  resolutions,  and  thus  confirm  all 
that  will  be,  can  be,  and  ought  to  be  thought  and 
said  touching  French  influence? 

There  exists,  said  Mr.  H.,  another  and  a  very 
important  reason  why  the  majority  should  pro- 
ceed cautiously,  evincing  a  delicacy  of  honor,  a 
nice  sensibility,  on  a  question  which  is  to  decide 
upon  their  pretensions  to  whatever  an  honest 
party  properly  appreciates.  In  addition  to  the 
intimation  by  the  imperial  prime  minister  that 
the  privations  and  miseries  with  which  the  country 
has  been  afflicted  for  the  last  year  have  been 
brought  upon  us  by  the  concealment  of  a  docu- 
ment which  would  have  prevented  the  war,  if 
communicated  to  Congress;  that  our  smoking 
and  bleeding  frontier  has  been  visited  with  the 
most  awful  calamities,  through  the  treachery  of 
our  rulers;  in  addition  to  these  considerations, 
upon  a  late  and  memorable  occasion,  the  *'  invin- 
cible and  super-eminent  Napoleon"  declared  to 
his  Conservative  Senate  of  slaves,  in  pretty  di- 
rect terms,  that  we  were  engaged  in  a  common 
cause  with  him.     These  arc  his  words: 

".\merica  ha^  recurred  to  arms  to  cause  the  sover- 
eignty of  her  flag  to  be  respected.  The  wishes  of  the 
world  accompany  her  in  this  glorious  contest.  If  it 
terminates  in  obliging  the  enemy  of  the  Continent  to 
recognise  the  principle  that  the  flag  shall  protect  the 
merchandise  and  crew,  and  that  neutrals  ought  not  to' 
submit  to  paper  blockades,  (all  is  conformable  to  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,)  America  will  meet  the  applause 
of  the  world." 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  language  of  the  late 
assumed  Autocrat  of  all  the  States  of  the  Continent. 
The  war  is  not  to  cease  until  England  recognises 
a  new  interpolation  in  the  maritime  code  of  na- 
tions; in  other  words,  until  the  Napoleon  code  is 
adopted,  which  shall  give  to  the  neutral  flag,  a 
piece  of  striped  bunting,  backed  by  quaker  cannon, 
the  magical  efl'ect  of  preserving  inviolate  all  that 
sails  under  it,  of  protecting  whatever  is  covered 
by  It.  Yes,  sir.  mis  new  point  of  international 
law  the  "  invincible"  and  "  generous  conqueror," 
sealed  on  his  imperial  throne,  covered  by  a  canopy 
I  dare  say  not  less  splendid  than  that  above  your 
head.  Mr.  Speaker,  surrounded  by  fiis  scullion 
princes  and  mock  grand  dignitaries  of  the  Empire, 
has  promulgatid  for  the  government  of  nations — 
for  our  guidance — for  the  government  of 


The  petty  men 


Who  walk  under  his  huge  legs,  and  peep  about 
To  find  themselres  dishonorable  graves. 

Mr.  H.  said,  it  appears,  too,  from  the  same  la- 
conic notice  our  loving  friend  has  designed  to 
take  of  this  most  enlightened  nation  of  the  world, 
that  with  the  same  ^olemully,  and  on  the  same 
occasion,  he  has  declared  to  the  automata  around 
him,  ''for  this  new  principle  the  Americans  fight," 
and  for  so  fignting  have  gained  the  world's  ap- 
plause, a  tyrant's  praise,  the  friendship  of  a  "  cut- 
purse  of  the  Empire  and  the  rule."  Yes,  the 
Great  Napoleon  has  written,  has  spoken,  has  pro- 


mulg«d  it  to  the  nations  of  the  world,  that  we 
fight  Great  Britain  for  such  a  principle;  all  is 
conformable  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  I^while  a 
curious  similarity  of  sentiment  is  to  be  found  be- 
tween the  late  Message  of  the  President  and  the 
speech  of  the  Emperor,  upon  the  point,  that  "  the 
flag  shall  cover  the  merchandise  and  crew" — that 
free  ships  shall  make  free  goods. 

Is  it  true  or  is  it  false,  said  Mr.  H..  that  we  are 
fighting  to  support  such  pretensions  1  Such  facts 
we  are  the  panel  to  try.  and,  according  to  my 
ideas,  the  decision  will  be  governed  bythe  vote 
upon  these  resolutions.  Again.isit  true  ?  We  have 
the  word  of  Napoleon  for  it.  and  '"but  yesterday 
his  word  would  have  stood  against  the  world." 
Now,  crippled  and  prostrate,  surely  there  could 
be  no  great  danger  in  bringing  our  Executive 
into  collision  with  him,  whose  honor  must  be 
protected  against  an  imputed  act  of  malfeasance, 
presupposing  the  blackest  turpitude.  If  it  be 
false,  boldly  fling  back  the  contumely,  and  hurl 
indignant  defiance  in  the  teeth  of  the  unprin- 
cipled, perfidious  tyrant.  Hesitate,  fear  not  to 
contradict  and  expose  the  man  who  has  dared  to 
assail  the  integrity  and  sacred  honor  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. Mr.  H.  said  it  was  not  for  thone  who 
might  concur  with  him  in  opinion,  to  contradict 
and  quarrel  with  Bonaparte  about  the  charge  of 
a  criminal  and  impeachable  nature  against  the 
President,  but  it  was  a  duty  which  had  especially 
devolved  upon  those  whose  honor  and  love  of 
country  are  particularly  implicated.  He  there- 
fore  conjured  the  majority,  as  they  valued  their 
own  fame  and  their  country's  glory,  to  surcease, 
by  one  consentaneous  impulse,  all  further  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolutions  on  the  table.  A  deaf  ear 
may  be  turned  to  this  entreaty,  but  the  day  will 
not  be  long  coming  when  they  will  bitterly  re- 
gret it. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  be  drawn  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  merits  of  the  resolutions, 
as  growing  out  of  our  foreign  relations,  upon  a 
motion  to  strike  out  from  the  first  resolution.  He 
would  postpone  such  an  argument  till  the  proper 
time  arrived  ;  and  concluded  with  expressing  a 
hope  that  the  words  pronounced  to  be  offensive 
would  be  retained. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  taken  his  seat  the  House 
adjourned  without  coming  to  any  decision. 


Thursday,  June  17. 
A  message  from  Senate  informed  the  House  that 
the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '"further  extending 
the  time  lor  issuing  and  locating  military  land 
warrants."  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
o|  this  House. 

PETITION  OF  h.  F.  POMEROY. 

Mr.  HoPKi.N3  presented  the  petition  of  B.  F. 
Pomeroy,  a  resident  and  innkeeper  at  Buffalo  on 
the  Northern  frontier,  praying  compensation  for 
damages  susiaioed  in  his  property  during  a  riot 
among  the  soldiery  of  the  United  States  station- 
ed in  that  neighborhood,  which  petition  Mr.  H. 
moved  to  refer  to  a  select  committee. 
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^^r.  F18K  of  New  York  opposed  the  reference  |  tion.  at  least,  and  that  was  sofficient  to  insure 
i4*  I'his   memorial   to  a  select  or  any  other  com-  1  a  reference  of  the  petilion. 
l|^it(ee,  when   it    was    evident    the   report   must        --      — 
1;^  idverse  to   the   prayer  of  the   petition  ;  and 
Ijtoved  that  it  lie  on   the   table.     Every  citizen 

t,s  a  right  to  petition,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
piise  to  treat  petitioners  with  respect.  But 
•mrte  was  also  another  duty,  which  the  House 
c^ed  to  the  character  and  respectability  of  its 
j^oceedings,  which  forbade  the  reference  of  a  pe- 
t,.iQn  of  this  nature.  The  petition  sought  in- 
(frxn^'^y  ^^^  damages  sustained  from  the  lawless 
wolence  of  a  mob  of  soldiers.  Mr.  F.  said  he 
«iU(d  not  see  the  distinction  between  a  mob  of 
(^ild'iers  and  a  mob  of  citizens  ;  and  no  one,  he 
ji^'ved,  would  pretend  to  say  that  the  Gcfvern- 
lOftt  was  responsible  for  damages  committed  by 
common  mob.  No  such  case,  he  would  ven- 
re  to  say,  had  ever  before  presented  itself  to 
e  [Legislature  of  this  nation  or  any  other, 
rery  day  the  House  turned  from  its  door  the 
ar-worn  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  because 
t  M\f  claims  were  barred  by  a  statute  of  limita- 
t|AO>  And  would  they  listen  to  a  claim  of  this 
rt  which  had  no  foundation  in  reason  or 
»tice? 

Mr.  GoLosBOROCGH,  in  a  number  of  remarks 
ry  indistinctly  heard,  expressed  his  hope  that 
ij  petition  would  be  committed,  as  moved,  to  a 
ejt  committee.  This  was  not  a  new  case,  as 
le  gentleman  supposed.  Mr.  G.  quoted  the  pe- 
tjon  presented  only  at  this  session,  and  referred, 
mix  sundry  citizens  of  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
^  compensation  for  damages' committed  by 
le;  mounted  troops  from  Kentucky  on  their 
operty. 

Mr.   PisK  said  this  was  a  different  case;  and 
c^ikf«d  the  gentleman  whether  the  damages  stated 
iik  this  petition  had  been  committed  by  the  sol 
tfery 
ir 
Jfor   hew   could  soldiery  commit  a   riot   in   the 
t^scharge  of  their  duty  ?    Mr  G.  made  some  ob- 
^f-rvations  going  (o  show  that  a  riot  in  the  exe- 
(cfition  of  military  duty  was  a  solecism  in  terms. 
Mr.  Hopkins  made  a  number  of  remarks  in 

eti- 


in  the  discharge  of  their  duty 
\  \{r.  GuLDSBORouGH   replied  in  the  negative. 


\ 


a.upport  of  his  motion  for  a  reference  of  this  peti 
tton  What  was  ihis  case,  he  asked  ?  The  Uni- 
tid  States  had  embodied  a  military  force — say 
itr  a  proper,  laudable  object;  but  its  physical 
f^fce  was  converted  to  a  very  different  object, 
a^d  by  the  aid  of  the  numbers  and  arms  of  those 
Ifus  embodied  did  injury  to  a  citizen,  who  could 
(Stain  nu  redress  from  the  individuals  who  had 
<*ne  the  injury.  The  House  could  on  this  sub- 
j*ctarrive  at  but  one  of  two  conclusions  ;  either 
tjiat  the  military  force  of  the  nation  is  to  be  coo- 
kidejred  as  beyond  the  control  of  its  officers,  or 
ttiat;  the  nation  is  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
U\t  soldiery.  This,  however,  was  not  now  the 
^ij^e^tion  ;  but  whether  the  House,  by  refusing  to 
r-'Te/  the  petition,  would  act  upon  the  principle 
1  ui  the  unarmed  and  defenceless  citizens  of  the 
t  aiion  should  have  no  defence  against  the  unpro- 
^|uked  and   lawless   violence  of  armed  soldiery 


11 


Mr.  F18K  again  spoke. — That  the  citizen  had 
his  rights,  he  never  would  deny  ;  but  he  also  had 
his  obligations.  In  the  case  in  question  the  in- 
jury done  the  petitioner  was  not  so  unprovoked 
as  gentlemen  seem  to  desire  it  should  appear. 
This  person,  he  had  heard,  had  asserted,  in  view 
of  the  enemy,  in  the  midst  of  the  soldiers,  that 
the  war  in  which  we  were  engaged  was  unjust 
and  ruinous  and  he  hoped  that  every  soldier 
that  entered  Canada  might  be  cut  off!  The  gen- 
tleman had  drawn  a  distinction  between  a  mob 
of  soldiers  and  other  citizens,  because  the  Gov- 
ernment had  put  arras  in  the  hands  of  the  former. 
The  same  argument  in  our  country  would  apply 
to  every  citizen,  it  being  a  part  of  our  code  of 
laws,  that  every  citizen  should  have  arms  placed 
in  his  hands. 

Mr.  BioELow  said  he  apprehended  this  was  not 
a  proper  time  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  pe- 
tition. He  T09i'  to  show  a  precedent  of  reference 
of  such  a  petition,  viz  :  the  petition  of  sundrjr 
inhabitants  of  Indiana  Territory  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, on  which  a  report  had  then  been  made  that 
their  petition  was  reasonable  and  ought  to  be 
granted.  In  a!l  cases  of  lawless  depredation 
committed  by  soldiers,  the  individuals  injured 
ought  to  be  compensated. 

Mr.  RucAsaid,  that  unquestionably  all  troops 
of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  kept  in  subor- 
dination. He  knew  of  a  case  which  occirred  in 
Tennessee,  where  certain  troops  had  commuted 
an  outrage.  The  injured  party,  however,  did 
not  apply  to  the  Government  for  redress,  but  to 
a  lawyer  to  bring  suit  againsuihe  commanding 
officer.  He  did  so,  and  obtained  judgment  again:>t 
him  ;  and  in  Mr.  R's.  opinion  this  course  ought 
to  be  pursued  in  all  cases.  A  different  course 
would  open  a  wide  field  to  a  flood  of  unnecessary 
petitions. 

Mr.  Gro8venor  said  he  knew  of  no  reason 
which  should  arrest  this  petition  in  the  ordinary 
course  proposed  to  be  given  to  it,  particularly 
when  it  was  proved  that  one  of  a  similar  nature 
had  been  referred.  Upon  what  ground  it  was 
objected  to  refer  it,  he  could  not  conceive.  Was 
it.  as  his  colleague  appeared  to  suggest,  because 
a  man  had  taken  upon  himself  to  use  intemper- 
ate expressions  in  relation  to  the  Government  1 
Will  gentlemen  suffer  the  idea  to  go  forth,  that, 
for  the  expression  of  his  opinion,  a  man  may  be 
mobbed  and  his  house  destroyed  with  impunity 
by  the  military,  or  any  other  mob  ?  Such  a  doc- 
trine he  knew  had  been  held  by  some  abandoned 
persons  out  of  the  House,  but  never  before  heard, 
nor  everexpected  to  be  heard,  on  this  floor.  In- 
temperate expressions  of  individuals  ought  to 
have  no  effect,  if  these  petitions  were  couched 
in  decorous  terms. 

Mr.  Fksk  said,  the  gentleman  was  entirely  mis- 
taken if  he  understood  him  to  mention  the  intem- 
perance of  the  petitioner's  language,  which  pro- 
voked the  riot,  as  a  reason  against  the  reference 


J  nis  was  a  case  which  well  merited  considera- 1  of  his  petition ;  his   language  had  been  cited  in 


J 


J 
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H.  or  R. 


reply  to  the  suggestion,  that  the  attack  on  his 
property  was  entirely  unprovoked. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  F18K  then  said,  it  had  uniformly  been  his 
opinion,  that  all  petitions  asking  for  money  should 
go  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  He  therefore 
moved,  that  this   petition,  instead   of  going  to  a 


ed,  that  as  war  had  been  declared  by  the  Consti- 
tutional authority,  that  it  did  not  now  become  the 
duty  of  the  thirteenth  Congress  to  inquire  into 
the  policy  of  the  war ;  that,  as  to  his  part,  he  was 
not  sent  here  for  that  purpose.  But.  as  he  under- 
stood, this  session  was  called  to  provide  ways  and 
means  for  carrying  on  the  war.  Suppose,  upon 
an  inquiry,  that  it  should  be  found  that  it  was  not 


select  committee,  should  be  referred  to  that  Com-    the  policy  of  this  country  to  go  to  war.  Congress 
rai'tee.  cannot  make  peace;  one  nation   can   make  war, 

Mr.  F.'b  motion  was  carried,  81  to  68.  but   it   requires  two  to  make  peace.     Therefore, 

Mr.  Beall  presented  the  naemorial  of  S.  Van-  (  to  go  into  the  inquiry  would  be  a  nugatory  act. 
sycoe  and  Gilson  and  Jones,  praying  the  pay-  1  and  an  unnecessary  waste  of  time.  He,  ihere- 
ment  of  a  bill  drawn  by  one  of  the  Assistant  1  fore,  moved,  that  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
Q,uartermaster!«  General,  payment  of  which  had     lutioni    before    the    Hou«e   be   inde6nilely  post- 


been  declined  at   the  Department  of  War. — Re 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Some  conversation  arising  on  the  proper  mode 
of  disposing  of  this  petition,  the  Speaker  observ- 
ed, more  as  he  said  by  way  of  suggestion  than 
to  lay  down  a  rule,  that  debate  on  the  merits  of 
petitions,  arising  on  the  question  of  their  refer- 
ence, was  irregular  and  ought  to  be  avoided,  as 
unnecessarily  consuming  the  time  of  the  House  ; 
as  had  been  illustrated  in  a  case  which  had  this 
day  occurred. 

FRENCH  DECREES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Webster,  calling  for 
particular  information  on  the  subject  of  the  doc- 
uments purporting  to  be  a  repeal  of  the  decrees 
of  Berlin  and  Milan. 

Mr.  Farrow  said,  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
honorable  memberfrom  Maryland. (Mr.  Wright,) 
in  wishing  the  resolutions  before  the  House  to 
pass.  The  twelfth  Congress  passed  a  resolution, 
requesting  the  Executive  to  give  the  information 
that  is  again  called  for.  He  did  return  an  an- 
■Bwer,  which  was  satisfactorily  received  by  the 
last  Congress.  Information,  in  reply  to  those  in- 
quiries, is  not  the  object  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  Hampshire.  If  the  information 
now  sought   for   was  the   true  object,   it    was  as 

much  wanting  the  first  day  or  week  of  the  ses-  gentleman  seemed  also  to  think,  that  the  objects 
sion  as  at  this  lime,  and  it  would  have  been  as  j  intended  to  be  obtained  by  the  words  which  he 
proper  to  have  moved  the  resolutions  before  you  '  proposes  to  strike  out,  are  substantially  included 
then,  as  at  this  time.  Congress  met  the  first  and  j  in  the  second  and  third  resolutions;  and  he  fur- 
second  weeks  of  the  session,  and  adjourned  al- 1  ther  objects,  that  although  all  the  information  in 
most  as  soon  as  they  met — no  business  before  the  I  the  possession  of  the  Government,  as  to  the  time 


poned. 

Mr.  Oakley. — Mr.  Speaker,  my  slight  acquaint- 
ance with  the  rules  of  the  House,  does  not  enable 
rae  to  determine  whether  the  motion  just  made 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, (Mr.  Farrow.)  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  now  before  us.  so 
far  supersedes  the  motion  yesterday  made  by  his 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  to  amend 
the  first  of  these  resolutions,  as  to  render  it  im- 
proper for  me,  in  this  stage  of  the  debate,  to  reply 
to  the  observations  of  the  latter  gentleman  in  sup- 
port of  his  amendment.  If  I  am  in  order  in  pur- 
suing this  course.  I  shall  venture  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
nature  of  the  amendment,  and  its  effect  on  the 
resolutions  under  discussion. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  pro- 
posing this  amendment,  professed,  and  no  doubt 
with  great  sincerity,  a  willingness  to  afford  all 
the  information  which  is  desired  on  the  subjects 
embraced  by  these  resolutions;  but  he  seemed  to 
think  that  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  which  he 
wishes  to  amend,  are  too  particular  to  comport 
with  the  respect  due  from  this  House  to  the  Chief 
Magistrate — as  they  appear  to  afford  the  ground 
of  an  inference,  that  to  a  call  for  information  in  a 
more  general  shape,  he  might  be  disposed  to 
make  an  unsatisfactory  or  evasive  answer.     The 


House — waiting  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  prepare  their  report.  The  said  com-  ' 
mittee  has  now  furnished  the  House  with  their  | 
report;  and  the  moment  after  the  report  was  j 
made  those  resolutions  were  moved.  Why  should  I 
that  have  been  the  favorable  moment  U)r  their 
appearance?  Those  resolutions  are  intended  as  , 
a  plea  in  bar  to  the  demand  of  this  nation  for 
money.  j 

[Mr.  Speaker  stated  that  it  was  not  proper  to  1 
state  the  motives  of  the  member  from  New  ' 
Hampshire.]  { 

Mr.  F.  proceeded,  and  remarked,  that  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shkffey)  ob- 
served, that  this  Government  had  been  wickedly 
involved  in  war  with  England.     Mr.  F.  coniead- 


at  which  the  first  intelligence  of  the  decree  of  the 
French  Government,  of  the  28th  April,  1811,  was 
received,  may  properly  be  demanded  by  this 
House — still  It  would  be  unprecedented  and  im- 
proper to  inquire  as  to  the  manner  in  which  such 
intelligence  was  obtained,  or  the  agents  through 
whom  It. was  communicated;  or,  at  all  events,  that 
these  things  ought  to  be  the  subject  of  a  distinct 
and  future  inquiry,  if  the  answer  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  the  resolution  in  its  general  form  should 
render  such  an  inquiry  important. 

I  am  unable,  sir,  to  discern  in  what  point  of 
view  this  resolution  can  be  considered  as  disre- 
spectful to  the  Executive.  If  particular  informa- 
tion is  required,  particular  inquiries  must  neces- 
barily   be  made,     it  wi)l  be  recollected  by   the 
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H»U8€  that  the  resolution  adopted  near  the  close  |  power  of  impeachment.     If.  then   in  relation  to 
»of  the  last  session,  on  the  mot.on  of  the  honora-    the  subject-mktter  of  these  resolunon,  any  a«n? 
|blr  gentleman  from  Maryland  behmd  me,  (Mr.    of  the  GoTernment   has  violated   Imdu.v^t.s 
^OLusBORouoH.)   and    ,n    reply   to    which   the    important  that  this  House  should   know  it    ind 
pJouse  received  the  .nformat.on  now  in  their  pos-  ,  if  the  agent  of  any  foreign  Power  has  be^n  gu'lt v 
j^ess.on,  relative  to  the  French  decree  in  question,    of  withholding  from  th.!  Government  imnfrt.l'^ 
wv  in  a  more  geueral  form  than  that  now  under  '  information,  when  directed  to  commun  cateT  i 
o^MderHl.on.     It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Ex-    is  equally  necessary  that  the  fact  shou  d  be  di 
^.  ,ri ',°,!!"7''  '\V^r  resolution,  gave  to  the    closed  ;  for,  although  this  House  may  not  pos^ss 
nS  nrn  ^  ^^'J'  '"'"^'  ^"  Considered  as  com-  ,  the  power   of  infl.ctmg  the  punishmen    Te    n 

ns  properly  within. ts  scope  and  meaning;  and  :  such  an  offence,  yet   it   may  Idopt   and  outhl  \l 
ie    It  must  be  perceived  that  his  answer  is  whol-    adopt,  such  measures  as  would  compel  the  Exe 


*y  unsatisfactory,  and  that  the  necessity  for  the 
>re<sent  resolution  has  grown  out  of  the  defective 
nfOrmation  then  given  to  the  House.  It  is  prop- 
er, therefore,  that  ihis  call  should  be  precise  in 
X%  iCTVDs  and  that  the  attention  of  the  Executive 
hould  be  particularly  directed  to  the  f)oiQU  on 

hich  information  is  deemed  important. 

Nor.  sir.  can  I  agree  with  the  honorable  gen- 


cutive  to  demand  the  recall  of  that  agent  by  his 
own  Government.  I  would  then  prosecute  this 
inquiry  with  rigor  and  perseverance,  although  the 
result  might  implicate  the  predecessor  of  Mr 
Barlow  at  the  Court  of  France,  or  reach  even  the 
representative  of  the  truth  and  honor  of  his  Im- 
perial and  Royal  Majesty  near  the  United  States. 
,.„-„  r,^^  o  .TV,'  ,"■"  '7^  "-"-.-".^  s'^"- I  fi"^  ST.  >f  the  reasons  urged  bv  the  gentleman 
.^rd  re^nim.n  ^*''^''°1-  '^f '  '^'^  '^^"^  """^    ^^^^  ^^^'^^  Carolina  are   well  founded^  they  an 

^ect  nteldTh.T  *^^'^"'*'^t '^  P/°^"^«  'he  !  ply  with  greater  force  to  show  the  impropriety  Jf 
f^Itrike  nut  of  /h  fi'  T^^t"  ""^l^-^  he  proposes  the  second  and  third  resolutions,  than  of  ThTLV- 
inTrtl\Tf  ^'  ^'"'  ^"'  ".^J"^'  ""^  "^"  '^*^-  «°^  *  ^'^f^*^^'  'hat  If  this  resolut  on  is  amended  in 
fnd  resolution  IS  to  ascertain  whether  Mr.  Rus- |  the  manner  now  proposed,  we  shall  s^nhear^ 

i\\\  has  ever  admitted   or  denied    to  his  Govern-  \  motion  to  reject  those  which  follow     h  is  .h.n 
^^::'i^t±J't-:^.^S^^^!\  ^—  y^^i.,..  thisrrd'm^'nTca.J'u.a'tert^o 


j;a.sano  to  Mr  Barlow     It  will  be  acknowledged.  I  fru7t;;;e  the  o  Je  t       th^e  ^esZt  ons^a^^^^^ 
yai  to  a  complete  vindication  of  the  character  of  ,  feat  the  inquiry-  contemplated  by  them     and  t' 

S^.i?i  I    ^"^  *"  ?^  '^"^  declaration  ,s  abso-  I  by  the  motion  to  postpone  them  indefinuely  thai 

|i:!^.treou:liv  t:L^.n^^.  I'/tJ!:.';.^,  ii-j-  l™-^ ^^««  ^^^  - '-'^'-e  of.  the  uotf^Lit'i 


loo,  It  in  equally  important  that  it  should  be  ex- 
^Icitly  known,  whether  the  Minister  of  France 
lfc«  ever  made  any  communication  to  this  Gov- 
(jHraent  on  the  subject  of  that  decree.  But  it 
J iJl  be  perceived,  that  the  terms  of  the  6r8t  reso- 
i|!(ion  may  be  fullv  complied  with  by  the  Execu- 

Ur;,K'^"*"'"v'  "P*'<='f'>'  sayiog  to  this  House  .-..c.upt  any  repiy  to  most  ol  the  observation. 
A^helher  such  a  detiial  on  the  one  hand,  or  such  i  which  have  fallen  from  the  honorable  ^en.lpll.n 
ajcominurncation.on  the  other,  has  ever  been  ;  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  WrI^cht?  it  fea^^^^^^^^ 
rrts't  of  ,n  M  '°  '•"P*^;'^"'  «%'hese,  ought  not  \  seemed  to  have  in  view  a  general  defe^nce  ohJ" 
I'tT.r  of^J  %'''  inference  from  any  general  conductof  the  Administration  in  its  management 
^italh  hJt  K  '  ^^^="^'^^:  h"t  they  ought  to  be  ;  of  our  foreign  relat.ons-a  subject  no  coone^fed 
efta^l  shed  by  a  direct  and  positive  declaration,     j  with  the  resolutions  now  befo  e  the  House    and 


state,  as  concisely  as  I  am  able,  the  view  which  I 
have  taken  of  the  whole  subject  now  before  us 

In  doing  this,  sir,  I  shall  not  follow  the  example 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  by  indulg- 
ing in  an  unnecessary  warmth,  which  may  serve 
to  irritate,  but  never  to  convince.  Nor.  sir.  shall 
I  attempt  any  reply  to  most  of  the  observations 


.N*'ither,  sir.  can  I  agree  with  the  honorable 
Jntieman.  that  it  is  unprecedented  or  improper 
ihis  House  to  inquire  as  to  the  manner  in 
iMch  the  information  required  by  this  resolution 
^j  obtained  by  the  Government,  or  the  agency 
fVUgh   which   such   information    was   derived. 


which  would  necessarily  lead  us  into  a  wide  field 
of  debate,  where  little  of  novelty  is  to  be  found 
Neither  shall  I  advert  to  the  remarks  of  that  gen- 
tleman, which  seemed  to  me  designed  to  reflect 
on  tlie  character  of  this  side  of  the  House— be- 

*1J^.  A        ^^^.^'^^■)     i^u',  ST    were  it  unpre-    and  as  p  am  y  as  the  nature  of  the  ran*  mmr  ,U 

Xr  The  calllTf  Uul  HoT'f  ^"'  ?'""''  '^    "^*"''  f  ""'^  ''^  reasT  wh.h'LTp^yuc'ed 
Xubiecis  of  ilr  ^  ^'  information    a  complete  conviction  on  my  mind,  that  the  adop- 

slaficTn  cheir  term  Ti     "'^^^  °?'''   'I  ^"  1°    "°"  °^  '^'''  resolutions,  and  a  satisfactory   a^ 
i2^l  as    obe  mV»r^^^      ri  u    '"  '.h^'^°'>- i  'wer   to   them   by  the  Executive,  are  absolutely 

ltd  or  e4ded"^N'l^  I't?/  IHH^  ^f!!!^^:  i  ---^y'o  .he  vindication  of  the'nat.onal  honor' 

10  understand  correctly  the  nature  and  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  now  under  discussion,  it  is 
requisite  to  bring  into  view  the  state  of  our'rela- 
tions  with  France  and  Great  Britain,  at  the  dale 
ot  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April.  1811.  I  am 
not  about  to  enteral  large  into  the  subject  of  the 


stiod  or  evaded.     Nor,  sir.  can  such   inquir 
"ffl^'^P^r-     The  agents  of  this  Government. 
«|P  highest  to  the  lowest,  are  con.stitutionally  .„„ 
'■-I  »o  the  animadversions  of  this  House;  and,  if 
i'  nature  of  the  case  require  it,  to  the  legal  ani- 
■'Jversion  of  this  House  in  the  due  exercise  of  its 
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French  decrees,  and  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. It  is  not  important  here  to  do  so;  and,  if  it 
were,  a  due  respect  for  the  talents  of  eminent 
gentlemen  who  have  gone  before  me,  would  deter 
me  from  travelling  over  ground  so  thoroughly 
explored.  It  would  be  more  than  vain  in  me  to 
hope  to  present  any  new  views  of  a  .subject  so 
completely  exhausited.  It  is  sufficient  for  my 
purpose  to  state  such  facts  respecting  these  de- 
crees and  orders,  and  the  policy  purs'ued  by  our 
Government  in  relation  to  them,  as  I  have  un- 
derstood to  be  generally  admitted. 

The  blockade  of  May.  1806,  established  by  the 
British  Government,  although  in  the  first  instance 
considered  by  the  present  Secretary  of  Stale  as  ^ 
conciliatory  measure,  was  afterwards  alleged  by 
France,  and  then  by  our  own  Administration,  to 
be  hostile  to  our  neutral  rights,  and  a  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  nations.     France,  claiming 
a  ri^ht  to  retaliate,  promulgated    in    October  fol- 
lowing the  Berlin  decree.     To  this  succeeded,  on 
the  same  alleged  ground  of  retaliation,  the  Orders 
in    Council,   and  to   these  the  decree  of  Milan. 
Each  of  the  belligerent   Powers  thus  rested  the 
justification  of  its  hostile  edicts  on  the  previous 
alleged  inju-tice  and  wrongs  of  the  other.     Our 
Administration,  though   denying    in    terms    the 
existence  of  this  right   of  retaliation,  yet  in  its 
acts  and  Us  correspondence  seemed  to  recognise 
it.     It  labored  hard  to  convince  each  belligerent 
that  each  was   the  original  asrgressor,  and,  by  a 
long   course  of  humiliating  solicitation  and  en- 
treaty. It  endeavored  to  induce  each  to  take  the 
lead  in  rescinding  the  edicts  of  which  we  com- 
plained.    At   length,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  I 
the  1st  ol  May.  1810,  it  was  provided  that  when-  ' 
ever  either  France  or  England  should  so  revoke 
her  decrees  or  orders,  that  they  should  cease  to 
violate  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States 
the  President  should  bv  proclamation  declare  the 
fact,  and  that  from  thenceforth  the  act  of  non-in- 
tercourse   should    cease    to    operate   a^^ainst    the 
Power  thus  revoking;  and  that   if,  wuhin  three 
months  after  such  proclamation,  the  other  Power 
did   not  also   revoke,  the  provisions  of  that  act 
should   be   enforced  against   it.     In  this  state  of 
things  a  declaration   was  made  by  the  French 
Minister    of    Foreign   Affairs    to   the  American 
Minister  at  Pans,   on   the  5th   of  August   1310 
that   the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  we're  re- 
Toked,  and  would  cea.se  to  have  effect  on  th"  1st 
of  November  following.     The  President  of  the 
United    States    considering   this    declaration    as 
amounting  to  a  repeal  of  these  decrees,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  act  of  the   1st  of  May  and 
implicit  V  confiding  that  that  declaration  would 
be  fulfilled  in  good  faith   by  the  French  Govern- 
ment, oil  the  2d  dav  of  November.  1810,  published 
his  proclamation  announcing  the  fact  that  these 
decrees  were  repealed.     A  demand  was  made  on 
the  British   Government   to   follow  the  example 
thus  set  by  France.     On   the  part   of  that  Gov- 
ernrnent  it  was  contended  that  the  declaration  of 
the  French   Minister  was  not  such  a  formal  act 
as  ought  to  be  required  by  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  French  decrees  ought  to  be  revoked  in  a 


manner  as  authentic  as  that  in  which  they  were 
promulgated.  That  even  if  there  were  no  ob- 
jections to  that  declaration  on  that  ground,  if  it 
was  to  be  considered  a  repeal  at  all,  it  was  clear- 
ly a  repeal  depending  on  a  condition  precedent  to 
be  performed  by  the  United  States,  and  that  such 
a  conditional  revocation  did  not  come  within  the 
meaning  of  the  act  of  Congress.  She  therefore 
refused  to  revoke  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the 
provisons  of  the  non-intercourse  act  were  revived 
against  her  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1811 
On  the  21si  of  April,  1812,  by  a  declaration  of 
the  British  Government,  it  was  provided,  that 
•'  if  at  any  time  thereafter,  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
'  decrees  should,  by  some  authentic  act  of  the 
;  French   Government,  publicly  promulgated,  be 

•  absolutely   and   unconditionally   repealed,  then 

•  and  from  thenceforth  the  Orders  in  Council 
'  should  be  wholly  and  absolutely  revoked."  Mr. 
Barlow,  then  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Pans,  having  received  this  declaration,  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  dated  the 
first  of  May,  1812,  in  which  is  the  following  pas- 
sage :  "It  IS  much  to  be  desired  that  the  French 
'  Government  would  now  make  and  publish  an 

•  authentic  act,  declaring  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
'  decrees,  as  relative  to  the  United  States,  to  have 
j  ceased  in  November,  1810  ;  declaring  that  they 
'^  have  not  been  applied  in  any  instance  since  that 

time,  find  that  thev  shall  not  be  so  applied  in 

•  future."  By  the  letter  of  the  12th  of  May, 
1812,  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Secretary  of  State' 
we  are  informed,  that  in  a  conver.-atioii  with  the 
Duke  of  Bassano  on  the  subject  of  that  note 
there  appeared  a  "singular  reluctance"  on  the 
part  of  the  French  Minister  to  answer  it.  In 
that  conversation,  we,  for  the  first  time,  hear  of 
the  decrees  of  the  French  Government  of  the 
28th  of  April.  1811.  "When,  in  the  conversa- 
tion above  alluded  to,"  says  Mr.  Barlow, '•  the 
'  Duke  first  produced  to  me  the  decree  of  the 
'  28th  of  April,  1811,  I  made  no  comment  on  the 

strange  manner  in  which   it   had   been  so  long 
[  concealed  from  me,  and  probably  from  you.     I 
j  onlyaskedhimif  that  decree  had  t.een  published. 
^  He  said  no;  but,  he  declared,  it  had  been  com- 
municated to  my  predecessor  here,  and  likewise 

•  sent  to  Mr.  Serrurier,  with  orders  locommuni- 

•  cate  it  to  you."  On  the  20th  of  May,  1812,  thi« 
decree  was  for  the  first  time  made  known  to  the 
British  Government.  On  the  18th  of  June  war 
was  declared  by  the  United  States.  On  the  23d 
of  the  same  month  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
repealed.  On  the  4th  of  November  last,  the 
French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811.  was 
first  laid  before  Congress;  and  on  the  3d  of 
March  last,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  12ih  of  May,  1812,  con- 
taining the  declaration  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano 
relative  to  that  decree,  was  drawn  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive by  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  House 
on  the  motion  of  ray  friend  from  Maryland. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  endeavored  to  give  a  concise, 
and  I  Hatter  myself,  a  correct  statement  of  facts 
connected  with  the  decrees  and  orders  of  France 
and  Great  Britain,  and  with  the  measures  adopt- 
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fd   by  the   Uaiied  States   in    relation  to  them. 
Frorn  this,  statement,  we  shall  not  be  at  a  loss  to 
discover  the  iojport   of  the   declaration   of  the 
,  puke  of  Bas<aoo,  and   the   nature  and  extent  of 
<he  charge  whi<;h  that  declaration   fixes  on   the 
;  konor  of  this  country,  and  the  men  who  admin- 
.i«ter  its  Go veraoient.     Great    Britain   professed 
»lways,  without  doubt,  until  her  declaration  of 
fhe  21st  of  April,  1812,  her  readiness  to  proceed 
I  -pari  passu''  with  France  in  a  revocation  of  her 
;edict&   against    neutral    commerce.     She   called 
;repealedly  for  authentic  evidence  of  the  alleged 
.Wfpea)  oi  the  Berlin  and   Milan   decrees.     The 
{decree  of  the  2Sth   of  April.   1811,  constituted 
;tbat  evidence.     On  the  supposition  that  that  de- 
cree was  made  at  the  time  it  bears  date,  then,  has 
It  been  concealed,  either  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment or  our  own,  or  by  both,  in  concert,  for  the 
.purpose  of  preventing  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
jCouncil,  and  thus  cheating  and   betraying  Con- 
jgressand  this  people  into  the  ruinous  wa'under 
iwhich  we  are  now  buffering.     The  declaration  of 
.the  Duke  of  Bar^ano  fixes  this  charge  exclusively 
Ion  the  American    Government.     It  is  a  serious 
^charge,  and  well  merits  an   examination  of  the 
'ground-,  on  which  it  rests. 

I  will  not,  sir.  on  this  occasion  say  what  is  ray 
/own  opinion  of  the  truth  of  this  allegation  of 
the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  I  should  do  so.  But  it  well 
becomes  gentltsmen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  who  consider  themselves  the  guardians  of 
the  honor  of  the  Administration  ;  it  well  becomes 
us  all,  who  are  in  truth  the  guardians  of  the  na- 
i»onal  honor,  to  consider  what  opinion  on  this 
subject  would  be  formed  by  a  dispassionate  man 
upon  tne  evidence  now  before  the  public.  Such 
a  man  must  consider  the  Governments  of  the 
United  Slates  and  France  at  issue  on  a  point 
deeply  affecting'  the  honor  of  both.  The  ques- 
tion between  them,  to  his  mind,  is  plain  and  sim- 
ple. Did  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs declare  a  positive  official  falsehood  ;  "or  has 
ihis  Adinini>traiion  suppressed  an  important  doc- 
ument^ with  a  view  of  plunging  this  nation  into 
war  with  England  ? 
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sir,  many  considerations  which 
would  ai  once  present  themselves  to  the  mind  of 
such  a  man  in  support  of  the  truth  of  the  Duke 
of  Bassano's  declaration.  Let  us  adopt  the  train 
<)f  reasoning  wiiich  he  would  naturally  pursue, 
and  se«  to  what  conclusion  it  will  lead  us. 
,  In  the  first  place,  then,  this  declaration  of  the 
Duke  cif  Bassano  is  a  formal,  official  declaration 
of  the  French  Government  made  through  its 
Ministtrof  Forejgn  Affairs.  The  American  Min- 
jsier  al  Paris  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the 
declaration  of  ilie  British  Goreroment  of  the 
'^Isi  of  April,  1812,  by  a  note  to  the  Duke  of 
Bassano,  solicits  that  France  would  then  make 
and  publish  an  authentic  repeal  of  her  decrees. 
In  a  subsequent  official  conversation  between 
Mr.  Barlow  and  the  French  Minister,  the  latter 
produces  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811, 
and  ex;plicitly  declares,  that  that  decree,  being 
ibe  authentic  act  required  by  Great  Britain,  and 


furnishing  complete  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  had  been  made  known 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  No 
declaration  could  be  more  formal.  The  personal 
veracity  of  the  French  Minister,  his  official  char- 
acter, and  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  French 
Government,  are  all  pledged  for  its  truth.  A 
declaration  thus  solemnly  made  by  one  Govern- 
ment in  its  official  intercourse  with  another,  is  at 
all  limes  entitled  to  credit. 

But  it  may  be  urged  that  the  character  of  the 
French  Government  for  bad  faith  is  such,  thai 
no  implicit  reliance  ought  lo  be  placed  on  iti 
oflJicial  acts;  that  its  history  shows,  that  it  has 
always  been  ready  to  sacrifice  its  truth  and  honor 
to  Its  ambition,  and  that  it  has  always  been  false 
when  falsehood  would  promote  its  views. 

Sir,  such  considerations  present  themselves 
with  g/eat  force  to  ray  mind;  and  no  doubt,  to 
the  minds  of  those  gentlemen  who  sit  around 
me.  With  our  views  of  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  the  French  Government,  little  is  wanting 
to  convince  us,  that  it  is  capable  of  everything 
treacherous,  and  all  that  is  dishonorable.  But, 
sir,  these  things  ought  to  be  said  with  caution  by 
the  friends  of  this  Administration.  They  may 
criminate  where  they  are  seeking  to  justify. 

Sir,    when   we    are   about    to    decide     on  the 
weight  lo  be  given  lo  the  testimony  of  any  wit- 
ness, we  do  not  merely  inquire  into  his  general 
character.     It  is  always  considered  important  to 
1  ascertain  what  credit   has  been  attached  lo  him 
by  the  party  implicated  by  his  testimony.     In  es- 
timating, iheref^ore,  the  truth  of  the  declaration 
of  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  we  are  bound  to  ask  in 
what  light  the  official  acts  and  declarations  of  the 
French  Government   have  always   been  viewed 
and  represented  to  the  world  by  this  Administra- 
tion.    I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  dilating  on 
the  long,  uniform  course  of  implicit  confidence 
reposed  by  it  in  the  good  faith  of  France,  or  the 
blind  eagerness  with  which  it  has  always  seized 
and  reheJ  on   the  slightest  engagements  of  that 
Governraeni,  and  on  the  ample  testimony   which 
it  has  always  borne  by  its  acts   and  its  declara- 
tions to  the  truth  and  honor  of  the  French  ruler. 
But,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  lo  one  . 
insunce   in  which   these   characteristics  of  our 
Administration  were  strikingly  displayed. 

I  have  already  slated,  that  on  the  5th  of  August 
1810.  the  Duke  of  Cadore.  the  French  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  declared  lo  the  American 
Minister  at  Pans,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Milan  were  revoked,  and  that  they  would  cease 
lo  have  effect  on  the  Ut  of  November.  This  dec- 
laration was  received  by  the  Administration  with 
eagerness.  There  was  no  hesitation,  no  delay, 
no  inquiry  into  its  nature  or  extent— no  explana- 
tion demanded  on  the  conditions,  which  on  its 
face  showed  it  to  be  deceptive  and  fraudulent. 
All  was  implicit,  unbounded  confidence,  so  un- 
bounded, that  the  Executive  issued  his  proclama- 
tion on  the  2d  of  November,  announcing  as  a 
fact,  that  these  decrees  were  then  repealed,  and 
that  they  ceased  to  have  effect  the  day  previous. 
So  unreservedly  did  the  President  rely  on  the 
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truth  of  that  declaration,  that  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  pre^UIne  that  the  PVench  Government  would 
lully  carry  it  into  execution,  and  on  that  pre- 
sumption, and  on  the  confidence  thus  repost-d  in 
France,  hefauoded  the  most  important  and  event- 
ful act  of  his  Adminisiraiion. 

To  have  a  lull  sense  of  the  extent  of  that  con- 
fidence, and  of  the  strong  and  unhesitating  evidence 
thus  borne  to  the  good  fauh  uf  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, It  is  necessary  lo  consider  the  nature 
and  effect  of  that  proclamation.  By  the  act  of 
Congress,  authorizing  it  in  ihe  event  therein  con- 
templated, the  policy  of  this  Governraeni  towards 
France  and  England  assumed  a  definite  shape. 
If  France  repealed  her  hostile  edicts  within  the 
meaning  of  that  act,  it  required  Imie  discerumeot 
lo  foresee  that  war  with  England  would  follow, 
in  the  event  of  a  refusal  on  her  pan  to  repeal  also.' 
By  that  act  this  Government  became  pledged  lo 
that  cou.-se.  and  ihe  event  has  shown  that  the 
J>iedge  was  so  understood. 

In  that  stale,  then,  of  our  relations  with  ihese 
Powers,  itie  proclamation  of  the  2d  of  November 
may  be  considered  as  deciding  the  question  of 
peace  or  war  with  England— if  she  refused  tore- 
pose  ihe  same  blind  confidence,  as  did  our  Ad- 
ininistraiion,  in  the  good  faitli  of  France.  It  was 
the  decisive  step— the  passage  of  the  Rubicon, 
which  cut  off  the  Administration  from  all  retreat, 
wilhool  ihe  exercise  of  more  magnanimity  and 
^rmness  than  seems  lo  have  fallen  to  lis  lot. 

II  then,  sir,  thi>  Administration  was  thus  wil-  | 
ling  to  stake  the  honor,  and  even  the  peace  of  the  * 
country,  on  the  faiih  of  the  French  Government,  \ 
the  world  cannot  have  stronger  evidence  of  the  i 
confidence  reposed  in   that  faith.     If,  on  the  sim- ' 
pie  declaration  of  a  French  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs.   It  was   thus  ready  to  overstep  the  last 
boundary    between   peace  and  war,  and   lo  enter 
on  an  untried  course,  the  end  of  which  no  human 
fore>ight    can    discover,  and    the    calamities    of 
which  no  human  power  can  estimate,  surely  it  i 
stands  committed  lo  the  world,  that  such  a  dec- 
laration IS  at  all  limes  worthy  of  the  most  im- 
plicit belief. 

Now,  sir.  permit  me  to  remark  that  this  decla- 
ralion  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  is  entitled,  in  itself, 
to  no  more  respect   than  is  that  of  the  Duke  of 
Bassano,  the  probable  truth  or  fal.sehoud  of  which 
we  are   now  considering— bolh    declarations  are 
attended  with  the  same  solemiiiiv— both  are  offi- 
cial—both are  made  by  Ministers  standing  in  the 
same  relHUoo    to  the   French   Government— and 
to  the  truth  of  boih  is  that  Government  equally 
TPledged.     If,  then,  the  Administration   have  not 
Tiesitated   lo  believe   the  one.  it  cannot  compUin 
if  an  impartial  world   would  not  hesitate  to  be- 
lieve the  other.     Judging  according  to  the  com- 
mon rule^  ol  evidence,  and  the  plain  dictates  of 
common  .sense,  the  Administration  in  this  case 
stands  convicted   by  its  own  acts.     After  all  it 
has  done  and  said,  an  impeachment  of  the  truth 
of  the   French  Government    does  not  lie  in  its 
mouth  or  the  mouths  of  its  friends. 

But.  sir,  in  investigating  the  truth  of  this  dec- 
laration of  the  Duke  of  Bassano.  if  we  advance  a 
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'step  further,  we  cannot  fail    to   remark   that  it 
sunds  unexplained  and  uncontradicted.     In  pri- 
I  vale  life,  if  a  man  will  quietly  submit  to  hear  a 
I  charge  deeply  afft-cting  his  honor,  without  con- 
iradiclion  or  resenlmeni.  in  the  judgment  of  all 
men  he  is  self-condemned.     Our  Administration, 
more  than  a  year  since,  heard  the  charge,  which 
the  declaration  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano  imputes 
I  10  them,  publicly  and  openly   made,  and   yet  it 
is  not  known  to  the  world  ihat  they  have  thought 
it  expedient   to  explain  or  contradict  or  even   to 
resent  it.     This  decree  of  the  28lh  of  April,  1811, 
and  the  declaration  of  Bas.sano  respecting  it,  have 
twice  been  distinctly  brought  within  the  notice 
of  the  Executive.     In  the  Message  lo  Congress 
at    the   commencement   of  the   last   session,    in 
speaking  of  our  relations  with  France,  he  tells  us 
that  our  affairs  retained  the  posture  which  they 
held  at  the  date  of  his  previous  communication. 
••  The  only  interesting  occurrence."  (says  the  Mes- 
sage "  meriting  attention,  is  the  promulgation  of 
•  a  French  decree,  purporting  to  be  a  definite  re- 
'  peal  of  the  Berlin    and   Milan  decrees.     Thia 
'  proceeding,  although  made  the  ground  of  the 
'  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  is  ren- 
'  dered,  by  the  lime  and   manner  of  it,  liable  to 

,  'many  objections."  Again,  in  the  communica- 
tion made  to  this  House,  on  the  3d  of  March  last 
not  only  the  decree  itself  is  given  to  the  House,' 

I  but  the  declaration  of  Bassano  is  distinctly  no- 

I  need. 

I      If  the  Executive  had  not  felt  the  necessity  of 
\  denying  the  truth  of  this  declaration  at  the  mo- 
I  ment  a  first  came  lo   his  knowledge— if  he  had 
I  considered  (I  will  not  say  how  erroneously)  that 
'  such  a  denial,  volunteered   by  this  Government, 
would   not  have  comported  with  its  dignity— it 
IS  difficult  to  imagine  why  that  denial,  now  con- 
sidered on  all  sides  so  essential,  was  not  made  in 
his  general  Message  to  this  House,  when  his  al- 
lusion to  ihat  decree  seemed  naturally  to  invite 
I  it.     It   is  still  more  difficult  to  imagine,  why  it 
was  not  made  in  his  special  Message  of  the  3d  of 
:  March,  when  it  was  impliedly  called  for  by  this 
House.     A  silence  thus  guarded,  on  occasions  so 
;  strongly  demanding  such  a  denial,  impels  us  lo 
I  believe  that  it  could  not  have  been  made  wiih 
I  truth. 

Again,  sir.  in  investigating  the  probable  truth 
,  of  this  declaration,  we  should    be  led  lo  inquire 
intij  the  character  of  the  Administration  for  a 
becoming  spirit  in  resenting  the  insults  of  for- 
eign Powers.     Its  friends,  no  doubt,  are  willing  to 
consider  that  character  as  siandingon  high  ground; 
and  indeed   if  we  recur  to  one  instance,  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House,  we  must,  it  would 
seem,   be  satisfied  that  its  sense  of  insult  is  ex- 
tremely refined.     It  cannot  be  forgotten,  ihat  a 
British  Minister  was  dismissed,  and  an   import- 
ant negotiation   broken  off.  for   what  was  justly 
termed  "an  uisinuaiion  of  an  insult" — an  insult 
so  very  subtle  in  its  nature,  that  this  House  for 
many  days  was  engaged  in  profound  and  labored 
arguments  to  prove  its   existence.     Surely  then 
this  Administration  is  fully  alive  lo  what  is  due 
to  Its  own  honor.    And  yet  it  has  submitted  ia 
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silence  to  the  dishonorable  imputation  thrown 
upon  it  by  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. What  shall  we  say  then?  II  the  declara- 
tion vf  the  Duke  of  Bassano  was  true,  it  could 
not  be  resented.  Are  we  then  driven  to  believe 
it — or  that  this  Administration,  once  su  alive  to 
ihe  feelings  of  resentment  against  a  British  Min- 
ister, is  dead  to  the  insults  of  the  Minister  of 
France?  Arc  we  driven  to  believe  it — or  that 
this  Administration  has  lost  the  sense  of  insult 
in  the  sense  of  fear  ? 

;  Again,  sir.  in  investigating  the  truth  of  this 
declaration,  we  should  be  led  to  inquire,  on  the 
aupposition  that  this  decree  was  concealed  by  our 
Admiiiistration — what  motives  could  exist  lo 
have  induced  them  ro  such  an  act  ?  In  speaking 
of  the  motives  of  any  man,  more  especially  of  the 
men  who  administer  the  Government  of  the 
country,  it  becomes  me  to  speak  cautiously, 
though  the  nature  of  ibecase  compels  me  to  speak 
plainly. 

:  There  are  those  in  this  nation,  sir,  who  think 
thai  they  see  sufficient  inducements  to  this  con- 
cealment, in  the  wish  to  gratify  a  long  cherished 
hostility  to  England.  They  think  that  hostility 
10  England  has  been  the  principle  that  has  given 
iife  and  growth  and  strenuth  to  the  party  now  in 
power  ;  and  that  the  chiefs  of  that  party  duly  es- 
timate the  importance  of  fostering  that  hostility, 
even  at  the  sacrifice  of  peace.  Oihers  think  that 
a  sufficient  motive  for  this  concealment  may  be 
found  in  the  equally  long  cherished  wish  to  join 
in  the  anti-commercial  war  of  France,  to  promote 
jthe  views  of  the  '"grand  pacificator"  of  Europe, 
•who  is  to  ''conquer  the  liberty  of  the  seas."  and 
iwho  has  told  as  that  he  "loves  the  Americans;" 
on  these  thing*,  however,  I  will  not  slop  to  en- 
large. But  there  are  reasons  for  this  concealment, 
"which  may  have  operated  on  the  mind  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  which  have  their  foundation  in  that 
pride  of  opinion  and  love  of  consistency,  which 
are  nnlural  to  man.  and  which  often  lead  him  to 
adhere  obstinately  to  opinions  once  formed,  in 
spite  of  the  power  of  evidence  and  the  light  of 
Iruth. 

The  President,  by  his  proclamation  of  the  2d 
of  November,  has  declared  to  England  and  the 
world,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were 
then  revoked.  To  the  fact  of  that  revocation  he 
thus  pledged  his  own  official  character,  and  the 
character  of  hi«  Government.  To  maintain  the 
(ruth  of  that  proclamation  his  feelings  and  pride 
became,  of  course,  deeply  enlisted.  On  its  truth 
he  had  staked  the  peace  and  happiness  of  this 
country,  and  tie  no  doubt  felt  all  the  responsibili- 
ty which  he  had  thus  assumed.  It  is  not  surpris- 
ing, therefore,  that  he  should  shut  his  eyes  to  the 
force  of  the  evidence,  which  proved  the  precipi- 
tate rashness  of  that  proclamation.  When  the 
decree  of  the  '..^Sih  uf  April  was  communicated  to 
hira.  he  may  have  thought  that  the  additional 
evidence  afforded  by  it.  of  the  repeal  of  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan,  ought  not  to  be  de- 
sired by  this  nation,  or  by  the  British  Govern- 
menf ;  and  that  the  declaration  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore  in  August.  1810.  which  had  been  so  sat- 


isfactory to  him,  ought  to  be  equally  so  to  the 
world.  The  communication  of  that  decree  to 
the  Grovernment  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  he  may  therefore  have  deem- 
ed unimportant;  and  he  may  have  considered 
such  a  communication  as  injurious  to  his  reputa- 
tion, as  it  would  seem  to  imply  a  consciousness 
that,  in  issuing  his  proclamation,  he  had  acted 
without  all  the  evidence  which  he  himself  deem- 
ed material. 

And.  sir,  to  illustrate  these  remarks,  and  to 
show  with  what  pertinacity  the  Executive  has* 
always  adhered  to  the  opinion  that  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  in  August.  1810.  af- 
forded sitisfactory  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees,  permit  me  to  turn  your  atten- 
tion to  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
Mr.  Russell,  of  the  21st  of  August.  1812.  When, 
after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  year  from  its  date, 
the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April  was  transmitted 
from  Paris  to  the  British  Government,  and  when 
upon  that  decree  was  founded  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  we  find  in  the  letter  just  al- 
luded to.  among  the  exceptions  taken  to  that  re- 
peal, that  the  President  is  dissalisfie.i  ;  "that  it  is 
'  founded  exclusively  on  the  French  decree  of  the 
'  2Sth  of  April,  by  which  the  repeal  of  the  de- 
'  crees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  announced  on  the 
'  5th  of  August,  1810,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st 
'  of  November  of  that  year,  at  which  time  their 

•  operation  actually  ceased,  is  disregarded."  So 
determined  was  the  Executive  on  adhering  to 
hi.>  uniform  construction  of  the  declaration  of  the 
5ih  of  August,  that  he  is  dissatisfied  that  the 
British  Government  did  not  rest  the  repeal  of 
their  orders  on  that  declaration,  even  at  the  mo- 
ment when  that  declaration  was  incontestably 
proved,  by  France  herself,  to  be  false.  1  say  in- 
conte-.labiy  proved  by  Fr.mce  herself  to  be  (aUe. 
For  no  man.  after  reading  the  decree  of  the  28th 
of  April.  ISll,  can  believe  that  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  were  unconditionally  repealed 
on  the  1st  of  November,  1810.  Sir,  the  very  act 
ol  making  that  decree,  is  in  itself  conclusive 
proof  that  no  such  previous  unconditional  repeal 
existed.  If  such  an  one  did  exist, that  decree  was 
unnecessary  and  absurd.  But  attend,  sir.  to  the 
language  of  that  decree:  ''Seeing  by  a  law  pass- 

•  ed  on  the  2d  of  March,  1811,  the  Congress  of 
'  the  United  States  has  ordered  the  execution  of 

•  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  non  intercourse 
'against  Great  Britain:  Considering  that  the 
'  said  law  is  an  act  of  resistance  to  the  arbitrary 
'  pretensions  consecrated  by  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
'  cil:     We  decree,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and 

•  Milan  are  definitively,  and  to  date  from  the  first 
'  day  of  November  last,  considered  as  not  having 
'  existed  in  regard  to  American  vessels."  Could 
any  language  mor?  conclusively  show,  that  no 
previous  definitive  repeal  of  these  decrees  existed? 
That,  if  there  was  any  previous  repeal  at  all,  it 
was  one  depending  on  a  condition  precedent — the 
enforcement  by  the  United  States  of  the  act  of 
non-intercourse  against  England.  This  was  done 
by  the  law  of  the  2d  of  March.  1811.  and  this 
law  IS  expressly  made  the  foundation  of  the  defi- 
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nitive  repeal  of  the  decrees,  while  the  law  itself 
was  founded  on  the  fact,  declared  by  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation,  that  they  were  already  defi- 
nitively repealed. 

Thus  it  is,  now,  as  clear  as  the  light  of  day.  that 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  was  rash  and 
precipitate;  that  the  fact  on  which  it  rested  did 
not  exist;  that  the  declaration  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore  was  false  and  deceptive;  and  that  thus 
the  calamitous  war.  in  which  we  are  now  invol- 
ved, has  its  very  foundation  in  the  duplicity  and 
fraud  of  the  French  Government,  and  in  the 
blind  or  wilful  folly  of  our  own. 

But.  sir.  it  has  been  urged  with  great  warmth, 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, that,  had  there  been  no  concealment  of  the 
decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  had  it  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  British  Government  at  the  time  it 
bears  date,  it  would  not  have  produced  a  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council ;  and  the  gentleman  re-  ! 
fers   us  to  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent  i 
of  the  21st  of  April.   1812,  and  the  subsequent  I 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  I 
and  the   British    Minister    in    this    country;    by  I 
which  he  tells  us,  it  will  appear,  that  a  repeal  of  ' 
the  decrees  of  France,  only  as  they  related  to  the  I 
United  States,  would   not  have  been  satisfactory  I 
to  that  Government.     Sir.  admitting  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument  that  the  gentleman's  construc- 
tion  of  that  declaration   and  correspondence  is 
correct,  it  by  no  means  supports  the  position  he 
has  taken.     If  the  British   Government  has  as-  I 
suraed  at  all  the  ground  in  relation  to  the  French  ! 
decrees,  now  asserted  by  the  gentleman,  it  assum- 
ed It  by  the  declaration  of  the  21si  of  April.  1812.  I 
For  one  year,  then,  after  the  date  of  the  decree  of  i 
the  28th  of  April,  1811.  had  Great  Britain  been  | 
requiring,'  the  definite  evidence  afforded   by  that  ' 
decree,  of  the  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  i 
Milan— standing  pledged  on  Ihe  receipt  of  that 
evidence  to  proceed,  pan  na.w?<,  in  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council.     Although,  then,  by  the 
declaration   of  the  21st  April,  she  may  have  as- 
sumed higher  ground,  can  it  be  reasonably  doubt- 
ed, that  if  thpt  decree  had  been  communicated  to 
her  at  the  time  it  bears  date,  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil would  have  been  revoked?     We  cannot  doubt 
about  It,  sir,  when  we  know  that,  notwithstand- 
ing that  declaration,  she  did  repeal   them   in  a 
manner  ••  susceptible  of  explanations  meeting  the 
views  of  that  Gorernmenl"  within   a   reasonable 
time  after  that  decree  was  made  known  to  her,  I 
say  within  a  reasonable  time,  for  when  we  con- 
sider the  unsettled  state  of  the  British  Ministry  at 
that  period,  the  intervention  of  thirty  days    be- 
tween the  receipt  of  the  decree  and  the  repeal  of 
the  orders,  cannot  be  considered  a  material  cir- 
cumstance. 

But,  sir.  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  that  the  result  of  the 
inquiries,  then  going  on  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  to  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil on  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  was  the  true  cause  of  their  final  repeal. 
But.  sir.  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  object  of 
chose   inquiries   was   not   so  much   to  ascertain 


whether  the  effect  of  the  Orders  in  Council  was 
igjurious  to  the  British  nation  ;  whether  the  ex- 
tent of  that  injury  was  so  great  as  to  make  it  ex- 
pedient to  abandon  them.  notwithstandin<T  France 
might  still  refuse  to  revoke  her  decrees!"  Great 
Britain  must  always  have  been  sensible,  that  the 
effect   of  those  orders  was   injurious   to  herself. 

Theclamorsof  her  manufacturing  interest  against 
them  had  been  long  as  loud,  and'importunate,  as 
they   were  at    the    period   of  their   repeal.     She 
wished  only  for  a  pretence  to  repeal  them  con- 
sistently with  theground  she  had  uniformly  taken 
with  respect  to  the  decrees  of  France.     And  I 
have  little  doubt  that  they  would  have  been  ulti- 
mately  repealed   without    that    pretence.      The 
communication  of  the   decree  of  April  28th,  at 
the  time  it  bears  date,  would   have  afforded  the 
opportunity  she  had  long  wished;  an  opportunity 
which  the  event  has  shown  her  eager  to  improve. 
But.  sir.  it  is  again  intimated,  that  the  conceal- 
ment  of  that  decree  was  unimportant,  for  we  are 
told,  that  although  its  promulgation  might  have 
produced    the   repeal  of  the  Orders   in  Council, 
that  repeal  would  not  have  prevented  the  war. 
The  right  claimed   by  Great  Britain  to  impress 
her  own  seamen  on  board  of  our  merchant  ves- 
sels, It  is  now  said,  was  in  itself  ample  cause  of 
war.     Sir,  I  can  never  believe,  that  for  this  cause 
alone  war  would  have  been  declared.     Did  not 
the  Administration,  at  a   late  period,  profess  its 
readiness   to  overlook   the  question  of  impress- 
ment, and  to  give  up  its  whole  restrictive  system 
against  England,  on  an  arrangement  of  the  other 
matters  of  difference   between   the  two  Govern- 
ments?   If  we  go  back  to  the  negotiation  with 
Mr.  Erskine;  if  we  consider  the  eagerness  with 
which  that  negotiation  was  conducted,  and  the 
rapidity  with  which  it  was  hurried  through  all 
the  forms  of  diplomacy;  and  if  we  consider,  also, 
that  in  the  arrangement  made  with  that  Minis- 
ter, the  question  of  impressment  was  untouched, 
we  must  be  convinced  that  the  Administration 
considered  it  a  point  of  minor  importance. 

It  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  on  this  subject 
that  any  proof  can  be  drawn  from  the  formal 
declarations  of  the  Government.  But  even  here 
we  may  discover  .something  which  may  serve  to 
show  in  what  light  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  ia 
Council  before  the  declaration  of  war  would 
have  been  viewed.  In  the  letter  before  alluded 
to,  of  the  21st  of  August.  1812.  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  .Mr.  Russell,  we  are  told,  that 
"it  is  not  now  a  question  whether  the  declaratioa 
'  of  the  Prince  Regent  (repealing  the  Orders  ia 
'  Council)  is  such  as  ought  to  have  produced  a 
'  repeal  of  the  non-importation  act,  had  war  not 
'  been  declared,  because,  by  the  declaration  of 
I  war,  that  question  was  superseded."  A  ground 
is  thus  afforded  for  a  fair  inference,  that  the  Ad- 
ministration felt  itself  precluded  by  the  declara- 
tion of  war  from  giving  to  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  that  effect  and  influence  on  the 
policy  of  this  country,  to  which  it  might  other- 
wise have  been  entitled. 

But,  sir,  independent  of  all  evidence  on  this 
subject  to  be  drawn  from  the  acts  or  declarations 
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of  the  Gorernraeot,  I  may  reDtnre  to  appeal  to 
bonurable  gentlemen  who  were  members  of  this 
.  Houine  ai  the  lime  war  was  declared,  and  to  ask 
them  whether  such  a  declaratioa  would  or  could 
;  have  been  made,  had  it  not  been  for  the  convic- 
Ition  which   the  majority   then    professed  to  feel, 
'that  the  Orders  in  Council  would  not  be  revoked  ? 
.  I  may  appeal  to  the  general  sense  and  undersfand- 
^ing  cf  the  nation  on  this  head,  and  to  the  univer- 
sal expression  of  regret,  when  it  was  found  that 
;these  orders  were  in  fact  revoked  about  the  time 
,war  was  declared;  that  that  declaration  had  not 
'been  delayed.     Sir.  I  can  be  convinced  of  noih- 
!iDg  more  firmly  than  that  the  sober  sense  of  this 
.  House,  or  of  this  people,  would  never  have  sanc- 
,  tiooed  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  ground  alone 
of  the  British  claim  to  impress  their  own   sea- 
.men. 

!  I  have  thu.s,  Mr.  Speaker,  endeavored  to  state 
:to  the  House  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
!me  to  think  that  the  promulgation  of  the  decree 
of  April  28ih,  at  the  time  of  its  date,  was  highly 
important  to  the  best  interests  of  this  country. 
You  will  Jjave  [)erceived,  sir,  that  my  remarks 
•  have  been  founded  on  the  supposition,  that  that 
decree  was  in  truih  made  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment at  the  time  it  bears  date,  and  that  it  has 
been  suppressed  by  thai  Government,  or  our  own. 
or  by  both  in  concert.  I  have  also  ventured  to 
state  to  the  House  the  considerations  which  ope- 
rate powerfully  to  convince  us  that  the  declara- 
tion pf  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  charging  the  sup- 
presnon  exclusively  on  the  Government  of  this 
country,  is  true.  And  really,  sir,  when  we  con- 
sider that  this  declaration  is  the  solemn  official 
*act  cjf  the  French  Government ;  of  a  Govern- 
ment, to  whose  acts  and  declarations  this  Admin- 
istration has  always  declared  that  the  mo>t  un- 
bounded confidence  was  due;  that  it  is  a  declara- 
tion »s  yet  unexplained  and  uncontradicted,  and 
that,  for  the  act  it  imputes  to  the  Administration, 
adequate  motives  may  be  assigned,  the  mind  must 
struggle  hard  to  resist  the  conviction  pressed 
upon  It  by  such  a  weight  of  evidence. 

Viiwing  the  subject  in  this  point  of  light ;  con- 
sidering that  as  the  facts  now  stand  before  the 
public,  this  Administration  must  be  convicted  of 
having  suppressed  an  important  public  document 
for  the  worst  of  purposes,  I  must  be  permitted, 
io  common  with  ray  eloquent  friend  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  Hanson.)  to  express  my  surprise  that 
the  resolutions  now  on  the  table,  should  be  op- 
losed.  These  resolutions  are  designed  to  throw 
ight  on  this  dark  transaction.  If  it  will  bear  the 
ight,  the  friends  of  the  Administration  ought  to 
promote  the  inquiry.  They  ought  not  to  shrink 
from  a  measure  which  must  result  in  the  vindi- 
cation of  Its  honor,  if  indeed  it  can  be  vindi- 
cated. We  now  tender  to  the  majority  an  oppor- 
tunity, which  they  ought  themselves  to  have 
taken,  of  repeiling  this  foul  slander  on  our  Gov- 
ernment. We  would  fain  hope  that  the  effect  of 
this  investigatiion  will  be  to  wipe  away  the  sus- 
picion which    fs  now  attached  to  our  rulers a 

suspicion  which  is  daily  gathering  strength,  and 
"Which  will  soon  become  conviction,  if  you  reject 


these  resolutions.  The  nation  ought  noi,  and 
will  not  be  satisfied  without  this  inquiry.  The 
public  voice  imperiously  demands  it.  Now  when 
the  pressure  of  the  war  begins  to  be  felt;  when 
you  are  about  to  irapo.se  heavy  burdens  on  the 
people  for  its  support,  at  least  let  them  know  that 
if  you  have  been  the  dupes,  you  have  not  been 
the  willing  dupes  of  the  intrigues  and  falsehood 
of  France.  You  accuse  us  of  thwarting  the 
measures  and  views  of  the  Administration  by 
our  opposition  to  the  war.  If  you  know  your 
own  interest,  take  from  us  the  most  deadly  weap- 
on that  can  he  wielded  against  you.  Be  prompt 
in  repelling  the  charge  that  you  have  been  tricked 
and  betrayed  into  this  war  by  France,  and  that 
you  have  not  dared  to  remonstrate.  Let  the  Ad- 
ministration tell  us  where  the  falsehood  lies,  and 
if  they  are  innocent,  let  us  know  how  they  re- 
pelled the  vile  calumny.  Let  us  see  that  they 
have  had  spirit  enough  to  resent  an  imposition 
which  they  had  discernment  enough  to  detect. 

Sir,  these  are  considerations  which  I  urge  to 
gentlemen  who  sit  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
To  me,  had  I  a  seat  there,  they  would  be  conclu- 
sive. But,  sir,  I  confess  1  have  much  higher  mo- 
tives; motives  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  operated 
strongly  on  the  mind  of  my  friend  from  New 
Hampshire,  when  he  determined  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  this  subject.  My  political 
observation,  limited  as  it  has  been,  has  taught  me 
that  many  of  the  worst  evils  under  which  this 
country  tias  suffered  have  arisen  from  that  over- 
weening confidence  in  French  faith  and  honor, 
which  is  felt  not  only  by  the  men  who  adminis- 
ter the  Government,  but  by  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  IS  this  confidence  that  has  bound  and 
hoodwinked  every  victim  which  has  been  sacri- 
ficed by  France.  I  confess,  sir,  1  wish  this  delu- 
sion in  the  public  mind  corrected.  I  wish  to  see 
this  Administration  compelled  to  stamp  on  the 
forehead  of  France,  the  falsehood  she  has  dared 
to  utter,  that  it  may  remain  there  as  a  mark  to 
warn  the  nations,  that  there  is  no  safely  but  in 
her  open  aud  avowed  enmity.  And  sir,  if,  con- 
trary to  our  hopes,  the  Administration  have  been 
a  willing  party  to  this  dark  mtrigue  ;  if  they 
have  connived  at  the  falsehood  of  the  French 
Government,  and  have  not  dared  to  repel  the 
grossest  insult  which  could  be  offered  to  the  in- 
dependence and  honor  of  our  country,  I  equally 
wish  to  see  the  mask  stripped  from  the  taces  of 
men.  who  will  then  be  acknowledged  to  have  too 
long  deceived  an  honorable  and  coufidi^ng  people. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  suffer  the  question  to  be 
taken  wiibout  oflering  to  the  House  my  reasons 
for  supporting  the  resolution.  In  doing  this,  sir, 
I.  like  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina, may  become  -warm  ;  yet  as  i  can  never  ad- 
mit that  such  warmth  furnishes  any  license  to 
him  fur  personal  attack,  or  improper  language,  so 
I  shall  claim  no  such  license  myself,  by  conde- 
scending to  imitate  his  example.  I  have,  Mr. 
Speaker,  adverted  to  the  example  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  liim 
that  the  boisterous  language  on  this  floor  by  way 
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of  defiance,  threat,  or  intimidation,  will  no  longer 
have  its  wonted  effect. 

I  w.sh  that  honorable  gentleman  and  every 
other  gentleman  on  this  floor  distinctly  to  under- 
stand, that  their  threats  have  no  terror  for  us. 
They  pass  by  us  like  the  idle  winds  which  we  re- 
spect not.  Sir.  I  stand  here  the  independent  rep- 
resentative of  a  free  people.  Upon  all  topics  which 
come  before  this  House,  1  shall  ever  "  speak  what 
I  do  think."  restrained  by  nothing  but  the  rules  I  of  any'applTcat'ion 
of  decorum  which  are  here  established,  and  which  i  for  information  d 
it  may  become  every  gentleman  to  observe 


But  it  is  said  that  no  reason  is  assigned  in  the 
resolutions  for  the  call,  no  purpose  designated  for 
which  the  information  is  required. 

Sir,  I  had  considered   that  this  objection   was 
settled  forever  in  the  session  of  1796.     The  Presi- 
dent then  refused  the  information  demanded  by 
the  House.     Upon  this  refusal  the  House  passed 
two  resolutions,  the  one  of  which  I  will  read: 
Resolved,  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  the  propriety 
from  this  Houae  to  the   ExecotiTe 
deaired    by    them,    and    which    may 
relate  to  any   Constitutional   functions  of  the  Houae, 


I  stand  upon  my  own  personal   right,   which  I  {  that  the  pur'poaes  for  which  sucn  information  may  be 

II  „.^M  ,r.  ^r.  .V.O.,       I  .,»„,)  .L„  f.  -L.j     wantcd,  Or  to  which  the  same  may  be  apphed,  should 

be  stated  in  the  application." 

On  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  Madison 
and  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  members  of  this  House, 
both  spoke  and  voted  in  the  aflSrmative.  Can 
the  Executive  shrink  from  the  rule  which  he 
when  on  this  floor  adopted?  Or  will  his  sup- 
porters here  deal  to  him  a  measure  different  from 


will  yield  to  no  man.  I  stand  upon  the  freehold 
of  the  Constitution,  from  which  I  will  not  be 
driven  without  a  struggle. 

Sir.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  House  has  a  per- 
fect right  to  the  information  demanded  by  the  res- 
olutions. How  can  we  speak  or  act  upon  sub- 
jects inseparably  connected  with  our  foreif^n  re- 
lations, if  the  Executive,  the  only  organ  ol^com 


mun.cation  with  other  nations,  may  be  suffered  ;  that  which  he  dealt  to  the  Father  of  his  Countrvl 
at  his  sovereign  will  and  pleasure  to  vvithhold  The  principle  on  which  this  resolution  is  found- 
frotn  us  all  his  correspondence  ?  By  admitting  \  ed,  has  prevailed  here  to  this  day;  and  strange 
such_ a  course  of  practice,  the  President  has  had     mdeed  would  it  be,  if  now  it  should  be  violated, 

to  shield   from   its  fair  operation   the  very   mail 
who  originated  and  established  it  among  us. 

Another  objection  has  been  started.     It  seems 
that  the  resolutions  are  too  categorical  and  par- 
ticular.    Sir,  I  do  admit  that  the  resolutions  are 
strongly   marked   with  a  particular,   categorical, 
'  and  even  inquisitorial  character.     From  them  no 
I  casuistry,  no  art.  can  enable  the  President  to  es- 
cape,    'they  were  thus  drawn  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  to  preclude  all  evasion  and  elusion — to 
obtain  the  particular  and  precise  information  de-" 
manded.     I  well  know,  that  the  ordinary  general 
form  is  more  proper  and  more  respectful.     But 
sir,  there  may  be  cases  in  which  mere  form  must 
yield  to  substance  and  necessity,  courtly  respect 
to  plain  Republican  sincerity.     Is  not  this  pre- 
cisely such  a  case? 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session,  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(.Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH.)  a  resolution   was  adopted 
in  the  ordinary  and  general  form — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  the  French  decree,  pur- 
porting to  be  a,repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
referred  to  in  his  .Message  of  the  4th  of  November 
last,  together  with  auch  information  as  he  may  possess 
conceniing  the  time  and  manner  of  promulgating  the 
same,"  Ac  &c. 

This  is  the  material  part  of  the  resolution. 
What  was  the  reply  to  this  resolution  ?  A  sim- 
ple communication  of  the  degrading  accusation 
of  the  French  Minister,  and  that  only.  Not  one 
word  of  denial  or  of  comment ;  not  a  murmur 
of  resentment  at  the  foul  stigma  which  the  Duke 
of  Bassano  had  attempted  to  fix  on  the  honor  of 
the  Executive  and  the  character  of  the  country. 
All  information  that  the  President  "  might  pos- 
sess relative  to  the  time  and  manner  of  promul-^' 
gating"  the  decree  was  refused  or  evaded  ;  and 
thereby  the  blot  on  our  national  honor  was  ren- 
dered tenfold  deeper  and  blacker. 


the  destinies  of  this  nation   in  his  hands — nor  is 
it  strange  that  this  House,  that  Congress  and  the 
nation,  have  been  hurried   from  one   restrictive 
measure  to  another,  and  finally  into  an  unneces- 
sary  and  a   wanton    war.     Sir.   I   have   not   the 
slightest  doubt  that  to  this  constant  habit  of  Ex- 
ecutive secrecy,  to  the  garbled  extracts  of  letters 
from  and  to  the  French  Government,  which  de- 
form our  journals  and  deceiTe  the  public ;  to  the 
deep  darkness  which  shrouds  our  intercourse  with 
the  arch  tyrant;    more  than  to  any  other  cause, 
may  be  imputed  all  our  present  dangers  and  ca- 
lamities.    Let   this   House,  let  this  country,  no 
longer  be  forced  to  feel  its  way  in  thick  darkness 
when  the  light  and  the  day  arc  within  its  reach. 
In  England,  it  is  true  'His  .Majesty  can  do  no 
wrong'' — and  when  his  Ministry  draw  a  veil  over 
their  conduct,  they  step  boldly  forth  and  demand 
the  confidmce  of  the  Parliament  and  the  country, 
secure  in  the  protection  of  the  King  and  the  ma- 
jority.   But,sir,I  am  utterly  astonished  when  Ifind 
gentlemen  who  bluster  much  about  the  purity  of  i 
their  republicanism,  who  are  in  an  absolute  polit- 
ical  fever  when   the   theory  or  practice  of^that  I 
'"corrupt,    despotic,  and    treacherous"   nation   is 
even  hinted  at,  should  now  wish  to  introduce  here  ' 
a  practice  precisely  similar.     The  foundation  ofj 
our  whole  system  of  Government  is  responsibility.  : 
The  President  and  most  of  his  dependents  are  by  [ 
the  Constitution  obnoxious  to  the  animadversions 
of  this  House.     And  every  ofllicial  man  in  the  Re- 
public IS  responsible  to  the  people.     Let  this  re- 
sponsibility never  bedestroyed  or  evaded  by  suffer- 
ing any  oflicer.  be  he  high  or  be  he  low.  to  draw  a 
permanent  veil  over  his  official  conduct;  and,  if 
he  attempts  it,  let  this  House,  planting  itself  upon 
the  Constitution,   raise  its  arm,  tear  asunder  the 
pernicious  covering,  and  expose  the  naked  truth 
to  the  view  of  the   people.     In  the   pure  age  of 
our  Republic  such  was  the  theory  and  the  prac- 
tice under  our  Constitution. 
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1  ;-"5;<o  be  obtained,  this  is  the  only  form,  the  only 
yy-  manner  to  obtain  it.  We  must  tell  the  Executive 
W'^ithout  ambiguity  and  with   precision,  and  yet 
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Would  these  honorable  gentlemen  have  us  re- 
peat an  experiment  which  issued  in  such  conse- 
quence's? Would  they  again  adopt  a  course 
^bich  would  a^ain  disappoint  us  and  disgrace 
Our  country  ?    No,  sir,  if  this  information  ought 


manner  to  obtain  it. 
'•■'iTy'tb  every  respect  compatible  with  our  duty,  our 


i 


.n 


objects  and  our  requests.  If  these  resolutions 
pass,  they  musi  be  met  with  sati.^factory  inform- 
ation. (>r  with  a  refusal  to  communicate.  The  re- 
ely  will  rest  with  the  President,  and  upon  him 
e  the  responsibility  for  the  form  and  substance 
of  that  reply. 

Having  disposed  of  the  form  of  these  resolu- 
^  cion5, 1  will  now  proceed  to  their  substance. 
S    :  An  instrument   purporting  to  be  a  French  de- 
;S  cree,  modifying  or  repealing  the  French  Berlin 

4  and  Milan  decrees,  so  far  as  they  violated  our 
qeutrai  rights,  was  communicated  by  the  Duke 
coBassano  to  Mr.  Barlow,  our  Minister  in  France, 
QQ  the  10th  of  May,  1S12.  This  decree  bears 
(Jate  the  24th  of  April,  1811.  It  had  been  con- 
Cjcaled  fur  more  than  one  year  from  the  time  of 
its  date.  Mr.  Barlow,  conscious  that  the  publi- 
cation of  the  decree,  at  its  dale,  would  have  saved 
Ipis  country  from  many  evils,  and  astonished  at 
i|s  concealment,  demanded  of  the  Duke  of  Bas-' 
sfino  whether  it  had  ever  been  published.     The 

^  I^uke  replied,  t^iat  it  had  been  communicated  to 
.y  qur  Minister  in  France,  and  sent  on  to  Mr.  Ser- 
j^  rtirier,  to  be  communicated  to  our  Government. 
•,,  IT  the  Duke  of  Bassano  slated  the  fact  correctly, 
jt"  t^en  our  Government  was  guilty  of  concealing 
the  decree.  If  he  stated  a  falsehood,  then  his 
oiyn  Government  is  guilty  of  the  concealment, 
with  the  full  addition  of  duplicity  and  falsehood. 
.  dertaialy,  the  ciuirge  of  the  French  Minister  im- 
;*  pjicated  the  honor  and  the  honesty  of  the  Exec- 
'f  uiive  of  this  country.     It  struck  a  blow  at  the 

5  integrity  and   honor  of  the   Government.     Yet 

;i  the  Executive  has  never  publicly  denied  the  foul 

:^a(fCUsatJon.     It  i$  to  arrive  at  truth  in  relation  to 

;.<tbis  dark  and  alarming  transaction,  to  acquit  the 

^  iiinocent,  and  to  hang  the  guilty  up  a  detestable 

J  spectacle  to  the  universe,  that  these  resolutions 

^ai^  ofiered.     Let  me  ask  the  House,  let  me  ask 

,  the  nation,  is  not  the  object  laudable — is  not  the 

^duty  important  and  imperious? 

:jH  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not  one  doubt  that,  if  that 
•jjrl^ree  hid  been  published  at  the  time  of  its  date. 
I'.it  would  have  prevented  the  present  war  and  all 
I  hi  calamitous  consequences.  To  establish  this 
['position,  1  must  solicit  the  attention  of  the  House 
■  i  10;  the  facts  and  events  which  conducted  this  de- 
;i>4ted  nauon  to  its  present  disastrous  situation. 
.j'AlLT  uusuccessfully  negotiating  for  the  repeal  of 
Mhe  French  decrees  and  British  orders — after  a 
i;  Wild  and  destructive  experiment  had  evinced  that 
i|lhe  embargo,  a  measure  founded  in  the  gros.sest 
•.'political  error,  continued  in  obstinacy,  and  end- 
Mo^  in  national  dis^'race  and  commercial  ruin, 
^Wfts  equally  imbecile  abroad  and  pernicious  at 
l^honoe— liie  Government,  either  shrinking  from 
jlihe  frowoiof  aspect  of  the  North,  or  resolving  to 


! 
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establish  an  impartial  policy  between  the  two 
belligerents,  assumed  what  was  theu  called  its 
final  neutral  attitude. 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  of  this 
House,  under  the  immediate  in/luence  of  the  di- 
rection of  the  present  Executive,  on  the  22d  of 
November,  1808.  made  a  report,  in  which  was 
described  the  situation  of  the  country  in  reiatiou 
to  France  and  England,  the  ground  which  the 
Administration  were  about  to  occupy  distinctly 
pointed  out.  and  the  principles  of  justice  and  pol- 
icy which  Would  influence  its  conduct  towards 
those  nations  fully  developed.  I  beg  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  few  passages  in  that  report. 

The  framers  of  the  report  first  describe  the  or- 
igin and  foundation  of  the  French  decrees  and 
British  orders,  the  manner  in  which  they  violate 
American  rights,  the  policy  of  the  embargo,  and 
the  efforts  made  by  the  American  Government  to 
obtain  a  revocation  of  those  decrees  and  orders. 
They  then  say,  "  The  effort  has  been  ineffectual! 

•  The  propositions  have  been  actually  rejected  by 

•  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers  and  remain  un- 
;  answered  by  the  other.  In  that  state  of  things, 
'  what  course  ought  the  United  Slates  to  pursue? 
'  Your  committee  can  perceive  no  other  alterna- 
'  tiye  but  abject  and  degrading  submission,  war 
'  with  both  nations,  or  a  continuance  and  enforce- 
'  ment  of  the  present  suspension  of  commerce.*' 

They  reject  the  first  alternative,  and  then  pro- 
ceed: "  Tnere  is  no  other  alternative  but  war 
'  with  both  nations,  or  a  continuance  of  the  pres- 
'  ent  system  ;  for  war  with  one  of  the  belligerents 

•  would   be  submission  to  the  edicts  and   will  of 

•  the  other."  -  Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  that  a  meas- 
'  ure  that  would  supply  exclusively  one  of  the 

•  belligerents,  would  be  war  with  the  other." 
While  the  decrees  of  both  nations  remain  unre- 
pealed, the  committee  here  distinctly  state,  that 
any  ••  restrictive  measures  that  would  exclusively 
\  supply  one  of  the  belligerents,  whether  of  non- 

•  intercourse  or  non-importation  against  the  one 
'  nation,  would  be,  ipso  facto,  war  with  that  na- 
'  tion,  and  submission  to  the  edicts  and  will  of 
'  the  other." 

They  th^n  consider  the  question  of  war.  and 
sav:  "  The  present  unsettled  state  of  the  world, 
'  the  extraordinary  situation  in  which  the  United 

•  States  are  placed,  and   the  necesaiiy,  if  war  be 
'  resorted    to,  of  making    it,   at   the   same   time, 

•  against  both  nations,  and  these  the  two  most 
'  powerful  in  the  world,  are  the  principal  causes 
'  of  hesitation.  There  would  be  none  in  resort- 
'  inff  to  the  remedy,  however  calamitous,  if  a 
'  sefection  could  be  made  on  any  principle  of  jus- 
'  tice,  or  without  a  sacrifice  of  national  indepen- 
'  dence."  Language  cannot  be  plainer.  The 
committee,  acting,  I  repeat,  under  the  entire  con- 
trol and  direction  of  the  Executive,  distinctly 
state,  that  war  with  either  nation,  whether  by  the 
new  fashioned  mode  of  commercial  restrictions, 
or  by  the  old  fashioned  mode  of  fighting,  while 
the  decrees  of  both  nations  were  in  force,  would 
be  dishonor,  injustice,  submission,  and  a  sacrifice 
of  national  independence,  and  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  idea  advanced  yesterday  by  the 
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gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  In  such  cir- 
cumstances, neither  nation  could  be,  with  honor 
and  justice,  selected  for  hostility. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  report,  and  all  its  principles, 
emanating  directly  from  the  Executive,  were 
adopted  by  this  House,  and  by  Congress.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  thereby  pledged 
their  honor,  their  character,  and  their  faith  to  our 
merchants,  to  our  people,  to  the  belligerent  na- 
tions, and  to  the  world,  to  be  governed  in  their 
future  policy  by  its  provisions,  and  they  never 
violated  that  pledge  until  the  President  of  the 
United  States  issued  his  inconsiderate — his  false 
proclamation,  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1810. 
Soon  after  this  report  and  its  principles  were 
adopted  in  this  House,  the  embargo  descended  to 
the  grave.  I  hope,  never  again  to  rear  its  '•  miscre- 
ated front"  among  us.  In  pursuance  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  report,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1809. 
an  act,  commonly  called  the  non-intercourse  law. 
was  passed,  to  commence  on  the  succeeding  20th 
of  .May,  against  both  belligerents,  but  i-n  strict 
accordance  with  the  new  and  impartial  policy 
of  our  Government,  containing  a  provision  that, 
if  France  or  England  should  so  far  repeal  or 
modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they  should  cease  to 
violate  our  neuiral  rights,  the  fact  should  be  pro- 
claimed by  the  President,  and  the  act  was  to  cease 
as  to  tliat  nation. 

This  act  was  to  expire  with  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  I  pass  over  the  arrangement  of  the 
British  Minister,  Erskine,  the  proclamation  of 
the  President  founded  thereon,  the  rescinding  of 
that  proclamation,  the  outrageous  conduct  of 
France  upon  the  pretence  of  retaliation  for  that 
act,  the  vile  insults  heaped  upon  our  Government 
by  France,  and  borne  with  a  patience  bordering 
on  pusillanimity,  and  request  your  attention  to 
the  act  of  the  ist  of  May,  1810.  This  act  was 
founded  on  the  principles  of  the  report;  it  was 
passed  just  before  the  expiration  of  the  act  of 
non-intercourse,  and  was  intended  to  supply  its 
place.  It  declared  that,  if  Great  Britain  or  France 
should  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they 
should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  which  fact  the  President  should 
declare  by  proclamation  ;  and,  if  the  other  nation 
should  not,  within  three  months  thereafter,  re- 
voke or  modify  her  edicts  in  like  manner,  then 
certain  sections  of  the  non-intercourse  law  of 
March.  1809,  shoul-l  be  revived  against  the  nation 
so  refusing  to  revoke  or  modify.  The  sections, 
thus  to  be  revived,  constituted  an  iron  system  of 
non-importation  against  such  nation. 

Mr.  Si^aker,  from  this  act  this  country  may 
date  the  origin  of  those  sinister  events,  which 
now  cover  her  with  distress  and  blood.  This  is 
the  Pandora's  box,  whence  have  escaped  all  that 
swarm  of  disasters  which  that  nation  will  long 
remember  with  tears  of  blood.  It  placed  the  fate 
of  this  country,  its  peace,  its  prosperity,  its  hap- 
piness, in  the  hands  of  men  unable  to  guard  and 
protect  them.  The  Constitutional  guardians  of 
the  people,  the  immediate  sentinels  of  our  honor 
and  independence,  shrinking  or  flying  from  their 
posts,  surrendered  iheir  power,  to  be  exercised  by 


an  Executive.  What  a  wild  field  of  Gallic  in- 
trigue was  now  presented  I  The  imperial  magi- 
cian had  now  only  to  seduce  or  to  dupe  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  this  proud  nation  would  lay  prostrate, 
in  the  snares  of  French  perfiiyand  violence.  A 
'gordian  knot"  would  be  fastened  upon  us,  and 
this  la^t  Republic  be  found  fighting  in  the  univer- 
sal battle,  side  by  side,  with  the  veriest  tyrant 
that  ever  crimsoned  the  earth  with  blood. 

From  the  moment  that  this  law  was  known  in 
France,  the  work  of  duplicity  began,  and  it  never 
ceased  until  all  the  designs  of  the  French  despot 
were  fully  accomplished.     By  the  principles  of 
the  report,  adopted  by  Congress;  by  the  avowed 
and  permanent  policy  of  the  Government ;  by  the 
non-intercourse  law  of  1809;  by  every  considera- 
tion of '-justice,  national  honor,  and  national  in- 
dependence." and  finally  by  the  express  provision 
of  the  law  of  May,  1810,  on  which  only  he  could 
act,  the   President    was   solemnly    bound    never 
to  issue  his  proclamation,  until  the  French  Gov- 
ernment should  have,  in  good  faith,  repealed  or 
modified   her   decrees,  in   relation   to    American 
commerce.     How  was  the  fact?     The  President 
waited  for  no  such  repeal  or  modification.     He 
became  the  dupe  of  French   duplicity  and  false- 
hood.    In  the  language  nf  Mr.  Russell,  then  our 
Minister  in  France,  the  President  "  was  shuffled 
into  the  lead  where  national  honor  and   the  law 
required  him  to  follow." 
I      For  the  indubitable  correctness  of  these  propo- 
sitions I  appeal  to  facts.    On  the  5th  of  August, 
1810,  the  Duke  de  Cadore,  the  French  MioTster 
of  Foreign   Relations,  addressed   a   note   to   Mr. 
Armstrong,  then   our   .Minister  in   France,  from 
which  I  will  read  an  extract:  "  I  am  authorized 
to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlio 
'  and   Milan   are   revoked,  and   that  after  the  1st 
'  November  they  will  cease  to  have  effect;  it  be- 
I  ing  well  understood  that,  in  consequence  of  this 
i  declaration,  the  English  shall  revoke  their  Or- 
'  ders  in  Council,  and  renounce  the  new  princi- 
'  pies  of  blockade,  which  tliey  have  wished  to  es- 
;  tablish,  or  that  the  United  States,  conformably 
•  to  the  act  yuu  have  just  communicated,  shall 
'  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the  English," 
Sir.  this  is  the  instrument,  and  the  only  instru- 
ment, upon  which  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent was  founded.     Upon  perusing  this  letter,  its 
hollow,  juggling,  Jesuitical  character  is  visible  and 
glaring.     Unconnected   with  subsequent  events, 
which  stripped  it  of  all  ambiguity,  from  its  very 
terms,  who  will  dare  to  say  that  it  revoked  or 
modified  the  decrees,  as   required   by  the  act  of 
May  preceding?     It  does  not  even  purport  to  do 
this;  It  hasuot  even  the  merit  of  Pythian  obscur-   ' 
ity  ;  it  ought  not  to  have  deceived  the  weakest 
understanding.     "  It  behig  well  understood,"  that 
IS.  "  upon  condition,"  (not  in  consequence  of  this 
revocation,  even  the  juggler  himself  had  not  the   - 
impudence  to  call  it  a  revocation.)  "  the  English 
shall  revoke.  &c..  or  America  cause  her  rights  to 
be  respected."     What  is  the  plain  English  of  this 
Jesuitical  instrument  f  "  Upon  condition  that  Eng- 
land revokes  her  decrees,  or  that  America,  in  case 
she  does  not  so  revoke,  proclaims  a  measure  of 
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^jnOD-importation  i^iost  her  exclusively,  then  I 

-  jmiake  this  declaratiOD,  that  my  decrees  shall  be 

{^'fVToked  on  the  1st  November." 

y}'    This  is  the  plam   import  of  this  famous  letter. 

■-';It  demanded  tha.t  the  Executive  should  "  take  the 
ilead  where  national  honor  and  the  law  required 
•  bun  to  follow."     It  demanded,  as  a  condition  pre- 

!  j^cdent  to  the  absolute  revocation  of  the  French 

!  -^ecree,  that  the  President,  under  the  law  of  May. 
n810,    should    proclaim    a    non-imporiation    act 
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^sgainsi  F.ngland — a  measure  which,  under  such 

J  <iccumsiances,  the  committee  of  this   House,  in 

i   iS08,  had  pronounced  to  be  a  "•  measure  of  war." 

ji^i    What  was  the   plain  duty  of  the  President? 

/■.Surely   tc    resis!    the  demand — at    least,    to  wait 

MOtil    titne.  and   the   conduct  of  France,   should 

j|tjip  the  •■  declaration"  of  its  oracular  ambiguity. 

9p  the  contrary,  the  President,  as  if  eager  to  bind 

',  1)1^  country  in  the  toils;  as  if  eager  to  violate  the 

1  Hojoor  of  the  nation  and  the  law,  as  soon  as  it  was 

J  passible,  issued  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  de- 

*  cUred  the  French  decrees  revoked  or  modified; 

j  ip, which  he  demanded  from  Britain  a  revocation 

I  qflher  Orders  in  Council,  and  in  which  he  an- 

1  jicjunced  the  act  of  non-importation  against  her, 

I:i|f  she  failed   to  comply  with    the   demand  by  the 

..'sSefond  day  of  the  February  succeeding. 

U     Never,  sir.  I  venture  to  say,  never  was  public 

?^s(onishmeni  greater  than  upon  the  2d  Novem- 

I'ber.  when  this  proclamation  was  published. 

■       jAnd  let  me  solemnly  demand,  have  not  subse- 

JiqaieDi  events  demonstrated  that,  at  the  time,  and 

.'Ipr^g  after  the  date  of  tliis  proclamation,  the  Ber- 

;'i)i^  and  Milan  decrees  were  in  full  force  against 

'  Ai^ierica  ?     I  will  briefly  examine  the  matter,  and 

,  tjie  American  people,  even  that  party  which  has 

;  polled  Its  colors  to  the  mast  of  the  Executive,  and 

f  resolved,  with  him,  to  go  to  the  bottom,  shall  no 

'Jpnger  doubt  the  weakness  of  the  President,  and 

•lljx«  black  treachery  of  his  imperial  deceiver. 

[:    Mr  Speaker:  After  the  first  of  November,  after 

n<he  official  proclamation  of  the  President  had.  in 

(♦ih^  face  of  the  world,  pronounced  the  Berlin  and 

^^»lan  decrees  repealed  or  modified  so  as  no  longer 

jftt>  violate    the    neutral   commerce   of  America, 

i|j4^Daerican  vessels  were  captured  on  the  sea,  and 

'^rfeijjed  in  France  under  these  very  decrees,  were 

!*-r»secuted    under  these  very  decrees,  and  never 

lelj-^ased   from   the  grasp  of  these  decrees,  until 

^}ata  in  the  year  1811  ;  and  even  then,  not  released 

;3|iy  virtue  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  pretended  let- 

ih<it  of  repeal,  but  in  consequence  of  special  orders 

.'■iif  the  Emperor,   founded  on   the   act  of  March. 

ISjl.  which  confirmed   the  proclamation  of  the 

4*ri'sident.  and  established  a  nonimportation  act 

ilagainst  England.     If  thi>  proposition  be  true,  all 

lidoubl  IS  at  an  end.     For  folly  or  prejudice  itself 

'/aanot  believe  that  these  vessels  were  seized  and 

JjifW  nearly  a  year  under  decrees  which  were  not 

^9  existeoce.    They  cannot  believe  that  the  courts 

j|)f;Fran':e    could   act     upon    and    enforce    laws 

^hich,  a  year  belore,  had   been  repealed  and  ex- 

ijinguishcid   by  the  Government.     I  will  read  to 

Jlie  House  one  case,  selected  as  a  fair  specimen 

fef  numerous  others.     It  is  the  case  of  the  New 

prleans  Packet,  detailed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rus- 
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sell  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  9th  of 

June.  1811.    That  vessel  arrived  in  France  on  the 

3d  of  December,   more   than  a  month  after  the 

proclamation  of  the  President   had  been  issued. 

j  Mr.  Russell   states  that,  "on   the  5lh  of  Decem- 

I '  ber,  thedirectorofthecustornsatBordeauxseized 
I  ■  her  and  her  cargo  under  the  Milan  decrees  of  the 
I  '  23d  of  November  and   17th  of  December.  1807 
j  •  expressly  set  forth,  for  having  come  from  an  Eu- 
I  •  lish    port,  and   for  having   been   visited    by  aa 
j  •  English  vessel  of  war."     The  proclamation  of 
j  the  President  arrived  in  France,  and  was  received 
j  by  Mr.  Russell,  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month. 
I  He  had,  on   the    10th,   presented  a  remonstrance 
[  against  the  proceeding,  and  kept  back  the  procla- 
mation.   For  what  purpose  did  he  thus  act  ?    To 
I  test  the  question,  he  says,  whether   the   French 
decrees  were  in  truth  revoked.    To  have  used  the 
proclamation,  he  says,  "would  be  nothing  better 
'  than  absurdly  and  basely  employing  the  declar- 

•  ation  of  the  President,  that  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 

•  Ian  decrees  had  been  revoked,  as  the  means  of 
'  obUining  their  revocation."  He  therefore  kept 
It  back  to  ascertain  'whether  the  American 
^  Government  had  been  shuiHed  into  the  lead 
'  where  national  honor  and  the  law  required  it  to 
'  follow."  He  did  keep  back  the  proclamation, 
and  the  question  was  decided  ;  his  remonstrance 
was  disregarded.     For,  he  says.  ••  thai  the  proces 

•  rerbai,  issued  after  his  remonstrance  was  pre- 
'  sented,  expressly  declares  that  the  confiscation 
'  of  this  properly  was   to  be  pur>ued  before  the 

Imperial  Council  of  Prizes  at  Pans,  according 

•  to  the  decrees  of  the  23d  of  November  and  the 
'  17th  of  December,  1807,  or,  m  other  words,  the 

•  decrees  of  Milan." 

His  remonstrances  having  effected  nothing, 
Mr.  Russell  did  proceed,  "absurdly  and  basely/' 
to  use  the  proclamation.  He  communicated  'ic 
to  ibe  French  Government  on  the  17th  of  the 
same  month,  and  he  says,  from  this  very  1 7th  of 
Decetnber,  -all  further  proceedings  against  the 
New  Orleans  Packet  were  sus()ended." 

These  are  the  facts,  and  what  is  the  inference 
of  this  honest  and  independent  Minister  ?  "It 
'  appears,  therefore,  that  the  remonstrance  of  the 
'  10th  ol  December,  arrested  the  proceedings com- 

•  plained  of,"  &c.  s        " 

Now,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  more  bare- 
faced perverMon  of  facts  was  never  attempted 
by  any  Minister.  The  remonstrance  produced 
no  effect  whatever.  Until  the  17th,  when  the 
proclamation  was  [^resented,  the  vessel  '•  was  vig- 
orously prosecuted."  From  that  moment,  "all 
lurther  proceedings  against  the  New  Orleans 
Packet  were  suspended."  That  in>trumeot  alone 
arrested  ''the  proceedings  complained  of,"  not 
only  against  the  New  Orleans  Packet,  but  all 
other  vessels  which  had  been  captured  after  the 
first  of  November.  This  is  demonstrated  by  an 
order  issued  by  the  French  Government  to  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  on  the  25th 
ol  December,  exactly  eight  days  after  the  proc- 
lamation had  been  communicated  by  Mr.  Rus- 
sell. Suffer  me  to  read  an  extract  from' that  order  : 
"  lu  consequence  of  thu  engagement  entered  into 
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by  the  Government  of  the  United  8tatei,  to  can»e  their 
ri>rht«  to  be  renpected.  His  Majesty  ordrrs  that  all  the 
causeu  that  may  be  pendinjf  m  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
of  captures  of  Amenran  veaaoiii,  made  allrr  the  Ist  of 
November,  and  thoae  that  may  in  future  be  broui^ht  tie- 
fore  it,  shall  not  be  judged  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  ;  but  that  they  shall 
remain  suspended  ;  the  vessels  captured  and  seized  to 
remain  only  in  a  state  of  sequestration,  until  the  2d  of 
February  next,  the  period  at  which  the  United  Sutes 
having  fuililled  the  engagement  to  cause  their  rights 
to  be  re»|>ected,  the  said  captures  shall  be  declared  null 
by  the  Council,  and  the  American  vessels  restored,  to- 
gether with  their  cargoes,  to  Uie  proprietors." 

No  language  can  add  to  the  force  of  this  ex 
tract ;  it  recognises  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
as  existing  against  America.  In  consequence  of 
the  ''engagement,"  contaiqed  in  the  proclatua- 
tion,  it  suspends  all  proceedings  against  our  ves- 
sels, and  says,  when  that  'engagement"  shall  be 
'•fulfilled'"  the  vessels  shall  be  restored.  That 
engagement  was  fulfilled  by  the  law  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1811,  which.  I  have  already  stated,  con- 
firmed the  proclamation  of  the  President,  and  es- 
tablished a  non-importation  act  against  England. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1811.  the  French  tyrant 
issued  his  impending  decree — I  will  read  it  to  the 
House: 

Palicx  or  St.  Clopb, 

April 'i^,  1811. 

Najwleon,  Emperor  of  the  French,  <Stc.  On  the  re- 
port of  our  .Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  : 

Seeing,  by  a  law  passed  on  the  2d  of  March,  181  J, 
the  Congress  of  the  Inited  States  has  ordered  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  non-intercourse, 
which  prohibits  the  vessels  and  mercbaiidi!>e  of  Great 
Britain,  her  colonies,  and  dependencies,  from  entering 
into  the  ports  of  the  I'nited  States  : 

Considering  that  the  »aid  law  is  an  act  of  resist- 
ance to  the  arbitrary  pretensions  consecrated  by  the 
Hrilish  Orders  in  Council,  and  a  formal  refusal  to  ad- 
here to  a  system  invading  the  independence  of  neu- 
tral Powers  and  of  their  flag,  we  have  ordered  and  de- 
creed, as  follows : 

The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  definitively, 
and  to  date  from  the  1st  of  November  last,  considered 
aa  not  existing  in  regard  to  .American  vessels. 

NAPOLEON. 

By  the  Emperor:   The  Minister  Secretary  of  State, 

THE  COUNT  DARU. 

This  decree  is  in  perfect  conformity  to  every 
act  and  proceedin?  of  the  French  Government. 
It  fulfilled  the  promise  made  by  the  Dukede  Ca- 
dore.  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  of'  August.  Ameri- 
ca, by  the  proclamation  and  by  the  law  of  March. 
1811.  had  resisted  England,  and  virtually  de- 
clared war  against  her;  she  had  fulfilled  the 
conditions  presented  in  that  letter;  in  considera- 
tion of  which  the  repealing  decree  of  France  was 
issued.  Whether  that  decree  was  issued  at  the 
time  it  bears  date,  or  whether  by  collusion  with 
Mr.  Barlow  it  was  antedated,  is  of  no  importance; 
in  either  case  it  exhibits  the  true  meaning  of  all 
the  acts  of  France  which  preceded  it.  It'proves 
the  falsity  of  the  President's  proclamation,  the 
\  fatal  law  of  March,  and   demonstrates  that  the 


American  President  was  the  dope  of  the  tyrant, 

that  •'  he  was  shuffled  into  the  lead  where  nation- 
al  honor  and  the  law  required  that   he  should 

follow." 

I  have  said,  if  the  French  repealing  decree  had 
been  made  known  to  the  Congress,  to  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  to  England,  in  the  Spring  of 
1811,  it  would  have  prevented  the  present  di.sas- 
trous  war.  Permit  me  now  to  prove  it.  From 
the  date  of  the  President's  proclamation  down  to 
the  very  declaration  of  war,  our  Government 
took  the  ground  that  the  French  decrees  were  in 
truth  repealed,  by  the  letter  of  the  Duke  de 
Cadore,  on  the  5th  of  August  preceding;  and 
upoti  this  basis  demanded  the  revocation  of  the 
British  Orders  in  Council.  Britain,  denying  that 
Cadore's  letter  was  any  repeal  or  modification, 
demanded  the  instrument  of  repeal  i>sued  by  the 
Emperor,  as  the  only  ground  on  which  she  would 
revoke  her  orders.  Neither  the  French  or  the 
American  Government  pretended  that  any  such 
instrument  was  in  existence;  but  the  latter  Gov- 
ernment, deceived  by  the  arts  of  the  arch  juggler, 
assumed  the  fact,  and  founded  thereon  hostile  pro- 
ceedings against  England.  If  the  decree  had 
been  published  it  would  have  been  impossible 
that  the  vile  deception  could  longer  have  been 
cherished  by  either  Government,  and  Congress 
would  have  been  forced  by  veVy  shame  to  have 
retraced  their  steps,  to  have  rescinded  the  pro- 
clamation, to  have  repealed  the  law  of  March, 
and  to  have  placed  the  country  on  the  same 
ground  which  she  occupied  in  May,  1810.  A 
war  with  England  could  not  then  have  followed- 
unless,  indeed,  the  Administration  had  been  pre- 
pared openly  to  abandon  all  those  principles  of 
"national  honor,  national  independence,  national 
justice."  and  national  policy,  which  they  had 
adopted  in  the  session  of  180S. 

Yes,  sir,  even  though  the  British  orders  had 
remained  unrepealed  and  unmodified,  the  publi- 
cation of  that  decree  would  have  cut  the  "  Gor- 
dian  knot,"  released  this  country  from  the  toils 
of  the  tyrant,  and  have  averted,  perhaps  for  ever, 
this  unnatural  war.  But  suppose  in  this  I  am' 
mist.iken,  yet  have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
that  if  the  French  repealing  decree  had  been 
known  to  England,  she  would  have  modified  her 
Orders  in  Council,  and  continued  peace  would 
have  been  the  consequence.  Surely  it  is  prepos- 
terous to  pretend,  if  those  orders  had  been  re- 
voked, that  yet  war  would  have  been  declared. 
The  very  reverse  is  proved  by  all  the  acts  of  our 
Government.  In  the  Message  of  the  President, 
at  the  commencement  of  o['  the  war-session  of 
Congress,  the  '"Orders  in  Council"  are  the  bur- 
den of  the  complaint — impressment  is  not  even 
mentioned.  In  all  the  correspondence  between 
the  two  Governments,  which  preceded  the  war 
the  '•  Orders  in  Council"  constitute  the  great 
topic  of  discussion. 

In  the  correspondence  which  commenced  be- 
tween Mr.  Foster  and  .Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  30th 
of  .May.  1812,  and  continued  almost  daily,  down 
to  the  very  declaration  of  war,  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  was  the  only  subject  of  dis- 
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lj;u^!.ion~aDd  that  alone  was  demanded,  as  a  sine  '  throughout  disputed  even  the  partial  repeal  of  the 
.^a  nonio  a  restoral.on  of  a  fnendly  intercourse.  ,  Frenc'h  decrees;  and  says  the  quesUon  whethej 
>  Impressment,  though  always  a  subject  of  differ-  England  would  revoke  as  to  America  was  Vr^ 
l^nee  between  lIuMwo  nations,  had  never  been  by  mature,  and  could  be  discu.vsed  to  no  puroosc 
f.our  Government  for  a  moment  considered  as  a  until  America  should  produce  an  authentic  hi- 
Sufficient  cause  of  war.     Hence,  in  the  arrange-    struraent  of  repeal.  neniic  in 

tjnent  with  the  Briti.h  Minister.  Erskine.  not  a  In  the  la.^t  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr  Mon- 
Uword  IS  *aid,  not  a  stipulation  made  on  that  sub-  roe,  only  four  days  before  the  final  passage  of  the 
fjecr.  Hence,  in  all  the  correspondence  which  act  declaring  war.  he  avers  that  his  precedine- 
gmmediately  preceded  the  war.  the  subject  of  im-  letters  had  been  misunderstood  and  misconstrued 
-^ressment  is  rarely  ,f  ever  mentioned  ;  and  hence,  ,  and  finally  declares-"  I  will  now  say,  that  I  feel 
-^n  this  House  and  the  Senate,  the  act  declaring  '  •  entirely  authorized  to  assure  you.  that  if  you 
\'^zr  passed   upon  the  sole  but   delusive   ground    ' ■  -..•'.  ."   >"" 


pas;ea    upon  me  soie  out    oeiusive   g „„ 

i^hat  France  had  modified  or  repealed  her  decrees. 
pt\nd  that  pngland  had  refused  to  revoke  or  modify 
Hier  Ordeirs.  Let  me  appeal  to  the  members  of 
f  this  House  who  voted  for  the  war.  Would  they 
iiave  dared  to  have  done  that  deed  upon  the  sub- 
^■jfCt  of  impressment  alone?  I  am  sure  they 
..Hfciuld  not— I  speak  not  from  personal  knowled"-e 


ii 


I  can  at  any  time  produce  a  full  and  unconditional 
'  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  as  you  have  a 
'  right  to  demand  it  in  your  character  of  a  neu- 
'  tral  nation,  and  that  it  be  disengaged  from  any 
'connexion  with  the  question  concerning  our 
'maritime  rights,  we  shall  be  ready  to  meet  vou 
'  with  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  CJouncil.'' 
However,  tnen,  in  the  course  of  Mr.  Foster's 


,1  „„„„!.  r           II  .1    .             11     . — S"  **u»TCYt-i,  iiirii.  Ill  ujt?  course  oi   Mr.  roster's 

iti  T  ,    ,^'"™r^     ll^at  preceded,  that  accompan-  letters,  som^  paragraphs  may  be  selected   which 

Hi    "t     ,     /""^"^'^   '*^''   ''''"'^^"^   '^'''^''-  unconnected  with  what  preceded  and  foirwed' 

X^.  .h^i^'h  ,       'T'"'"'"'  '^'^  never  swelled  might  prove  the  position  of  the  honorable  ge^t  e- 

S.«mp    .     i'""%^"'™-''  "T  T'"'  "  ""''''    «^^"-  *'  *^  <=>^»^to  ^^^  »»'a«,  when  viewed  a,  a 
^jeame  •  a  dog  of  war.     until  when  the  Orders    whole,  they  neither  prove  or  support  it      I  m"h* 

tnir;    T'^  'T^'"^'  *'''^  ""  ^l""/''''^  de- I  demonstrate  this  by  wading  pa'^^agra   h  by  para 
&,hV7  ^"»^"^',  "  ^^^  'J/agged  forward  to  ,  .rapb   through  the  whole  co  resSence'^  ^Bui 
^  ST  for^  IT?       "^^  "  J"'h^  '^'  ^^"^IT"'^-  I  this  I  shall  omit,  both  because  the^ono^able  gen 
ikmli?..  Tl      ""  ^'^P'^;^^  Jeeper  ,n  blood."    ileman  from  South  Carolina  has  placed  but  httle 
is  1".!.''^".':^^".°" '"^^'^^  ^"f^^^  ^'^'^^  'J^^T    reliance  upon  the  letters  of  Mr.  Fosler   and  b^ 

cause,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  they  have  but  little 
bearing  upon  the  question?  What  is  the  ques- 
tion? If  the  F'rench  repealing  decree  of  April 
1811  had  been  made  known  to  England  at  its 
date,  would  she  have  revoked  her  orders  as  rela- 
ted to  America  ?  Mr.  Foster's  letters  can  weigh 
but  little,  because,  at  the  very  time  they  were 
writing,  that  decree  was  before  the  English  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  Government  was  then  deciding 
the  very  question.  Of  course,  and  most  certainly, 
we  are  not  to  look  to  the  letters  of  Mr.  Foster  to 


/i^l  of  this.  I  am  certain  the  people  of  this  coun- 
Ryi  would  never  have  joined  in  the  quixotic  ex- 
pedition. The  cant  of  "free  trade  and  sailors' 
iFghts,"  heard  only  in  the  woods  of  the  West 
/here  no  trade  exists,  and  no  sailors  are  to  be 
jupd,  cowld  not  hare  drowned  the  voice  of  com- 
•ie,'ce,  of  agriculture,  of  justice,  and  of  peace. 
tieti  gentlemen  on  this  floor  answer  what  they 
Hiajr.  I  tell  them,  rhey  could  not,  they  durst  not 
Ji^ve  plunged  this  nation  into  war  if  the  British 
r^rdeT!^  in  Council  had  been  repealed  or  modified. 


J  jjoa.Bed^.f  .l,e   FrtDcl,    decree   bad    nut    been    e,„men.  i.»elf.    The  gentleman  from  South  cTo- 


H>>pcealed 

f  On  this  .subject  *io  doubt  can  exist, 
■f^s;  I   more  astonished   than  when 
KeJard  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South'CarV- 
iftia  (Mr.  C'ALHOf.N)  deny  this  position.     Upon 
5ji3t  grounds  does  he  place  this  denial?     First 
qpoli  the  betters  of  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe' 
►fhich  preceded  the  war.     Sir,  that  correspond- 
iycu  1  havo  perused,  and  a  more  singular,  equivo- 
'••l.  weak,  and  indistinct  correspondence  I  have 
ver  seen.     It  is  undeniable,  that  in  some  para 


I 


^?aphs  of  Foster's  letters,  abstracted  from  the 
'<Hsidue,  something  like  the  position  of  the  hon- 
•■^ahle  gentleman  may  be  found.     But  even  these 


Monroe  himself  ti)  be  equivocal.  The  whole 
Hrrespondence  clearly  proves  that  Mr.  Foster 
MHt  intended  to  declare,  and  never  did  defini- 
;  «i,My  '^ecl'are,  that  if  an  authentic  instrument 
v^jHcaliug  the  French  decrees,  so  far  as  they  vio- 
t^id  the  neutral  commerce  of  America,  should 
fafj  produced,   England   would    not   revoke   her 


•'na.awareof  this,  has  re.sortedtoan  actofGovern- 
And  never    meut— to  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent. 
1  yeste^rday    issued  the  21st  of  April,  1812.     On  that  paper  he 
has  planted  himself.     With  a  violence,  and  in  a 
manner  but  little   becoming  his  situation  on  this 
floor,  and  in  language  both  improper  and  inde- 
corous, he  has  avowed,  that  in  that  paper  is  con- 
tained an  express  avowal,  that  "although  France 
•  should  repeal  or  modify  her  decrees.  »o  as  that 
I  they  should  cease  to  violate  our   neutral  com- 
'  merce,  the  English  Government  would  not  re- 
'  peal  or  modify  its  orders  in  the  same  manner." 
[Here  Mr.  Bibb— then   in   the   Chair— called 
Mr.  G.  to  order.     He  said  it  was  disorderly  to 


I     ♦  Attracted   from   the    rest     are   declared   hJvfr' '        i      u       °  l"'     "f  ""'^  "  ^*^  disorderly  to 

I  honroe  himself  tt'  bl.   eq^oc'ar'^The'lh'fle  I  TV'IT'^,:  '"'^--ous,;;  to  any  gentleman 


in  a  similar  fnanner. 


on  that  floor.  Mr.  Calhodn  then  rose" and  sard', 
he  should  say  nothing  then,  but  would  reply  to 
Mr.  G.J  *  ' 

^  Mr.  G.— I  have,  in  my  opinion,  described  the 
•  language"  of  the  honorable  gentleman  correctly. 
1  have  said  no  more  than  I  understood  the  hon- 
orable gentleman   to  admit    in   his  explanation 


il 


n„  fk  .  L       -■-— -   s«.ui.cinou    lu   aumii    in    iiis   exD  anation 

On  the  contrary,  he  |  when  called  to  order  by  a  gentleman  irom  New 


213 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


214 


Jure,  1813. 


Prtnch  IhcretB. 


H.  or  R. 


Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton)— but  I  bow  to  the  ad- 
monition of  the  Chair. 

The  honorable  gentleman  proceeded  to  affirm 
that,  thereafter,  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  should 
"dare"  to  assert  the  contrary  of  his  position.  And 
he  declared  that  he  would  prove  the  man  guilty 
of '"falsehood"  who  should  make  such  an  assertion, 
^r.  he  has  thus  boldly  thrown  the  gauntlet  of 
defiance — I  enter  the  lists  and  take  it  up — I  do 
assert  that  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent 
contains  no  such  avowal. 

Thus,  sir,  there  is  a  precise  issue  between  that 
honorable  gentleman  and  myself— I  shall  patiently 
await  the  execution  of  his  threateuings. 

That  declaration  is  founded  on  an  official  re- 
port to  the  French  Senate,  republishing,  in  the 
broadest  terms,  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  as 
permanent  laws  of  theErapire.  It  expressly  denies 
any  partial  repeal  in  favor  of  America  to  have 
been  made  by  France.  It  states  the  condition  on 
which  the  Orders  in  Council  will  be  revoked,  not 
partially,  not  in  favor  of  America  alone,  but  in 
favor  of  all  the  world.  And  states  those  condi- 
tions to  be  the  "express  and  unconditional  repeal 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  by  some  au- 
thentic instrument  of  the  British  Government." 
But  in  no  part  of  it  is  there  an  intimation  either 
that  the  British  Government  will,  or  will  not. 
revoke  or  modify  its  orders  as  to  America  alonej 
in  case  France  shall  have  repealed  or  modified 
her  decrees  in  favor  of  America  alone.  Such 
a  case  is  not  touched  upon,  or  alluded  to,  in 
the  declaration.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  muit,  therefore,  abandon  his  position. 
He  cannot  sustain  it  by  any  effort  of  violence  or 
sophistry. 

But,  sir,  I,  in  my  turn,  will  put  "  this  question 
at  rest  forever."  I  will  not  say  what  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  ''dare  do."  I  will  not 
condescend  to  imitate  his  example  of  violence 
and  threatening.  But  I  will  indulge  the  belief 
that  neither  he,  or  any  other  gentleman,  shall 
have  one  honest  doubt  remaining.  The  Govern- 
ment of  England  did,  immediately  upon  receiving 
the  French  decree,  and  in  consequence  of  that 
very  decree,  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  so 
lar  as  they  violated  the  neutral  commerce  of 
America. 

Does  not  this  fact  speak  in  the  language  of 
demonstration  to  the  judgment  oi  any  man  who 
hears  me?  If  in  the  Spring  of  1812  the  publica- 
tion of  the  French  decrees  did  produce  the  revo- 
cation of  the  orders,  would  not  the  publication  of 
the  same  decree  have  produced  a  like  revocation 
in  the  Spring  of  ISll  ?  No  man  of  sane  mind 
and  ordinary  capacity  can  doubt  it. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  has  said — even 
in  June.  1812,  it  was  not  the  publication  of  the 
French  decree,  but  the  clamors  of  English  mer- 
chants and  mechanics,  which  produced  the  revo- 
cation. And  this  he  infers  iVom  the  fact  that 
the  French  decree  was  in  possession  of  the 
English  Government  for  thirty-three  days,  during 
all  which  time  the  House  of  Commons  were  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  be- 
fore those  orders  were  revoked. 


To  the  utter  confusion  of  this  fanciful  hypo- 
thesis, I  will  read  an  extract  from  the  English 
order  of  revocation.  The  order  bears  date  the 
«3d  of  June  1812. 

"And  whereas  the  Charge  des  Affaires  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  resident  at  this  Court  did,  on  the 
20th  day  of  May  last,  transmit  to  Lord  Viscount  Caa- 
tlereagh,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  a  copy  of  a  certain  instrument  then  for  the  first 
time  communicated  to  this  Court,  purporting  to  be  a 
decree  passed  by  the  Government  of  France  on  the 
28th  day  of  April,  by  which  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
^filan  are  declared  to  be  definitively  no  longer  in  force 
in  regard  to  American  vessels." 

He  then  states,  that  although  "  the  tenor  of  said 
instrument"  does  not  satisfy  the  conditions  of  his 
former  declaration,  yet  wishing  to  re-establish 
the  intercourie  between  neutral  and  belligerent 
nations,  he,  "therefore,  is  pleased"  to  revoke  his 
orders,  as  they  relate  to  American  vessels  and 
property. 

The  Prince  Regent  does  here  expressly  aver, 
that  the  conjectures  of  the  honorable  gentlemaa 
are  visionary. 

He  does  declare  that  this  revocation  is  founded 
on  the  French  repealing  decree.  But  this  cannot 
be  true,  says  the  honorable  gentleman,  because 
the  Prince  Regent  received  the  French  repealing 
decree  on  the  20th  of  May,  and  delayed  his  revo--^ 
cation  until  the  23d  of  June.  A  few  facts  will 
dispose  of  this  captious  objection. 

Mr.  Perceval,  the  Prime  Minister  of  England, 
was  assassinated  on  the  10th  of  May.  The  Min- 
istry was  at  once  substantially  di>solved.  The 
gentleman  cannot  have  forgotten  the  ministerial 
interregnum  which  ensued,  and  which  continued 
for  more  than  one  month.  He  cannot  have  for- 
gotten the  various  negotiations  of  Castlereagh 
and  LiverjKJol.  of  Canning  and  of  Wellesley,°of 
Erskine,  of  Gray,  of  Grenville,  and  finally,  of 
Moira.  Nor  can  he  but  remember,  that  no  Min- 
istry was  established  until  after  the  14th  of 
June.  Is  not  that  gentleman  aware  that  with- 
out a  responsible  Ministry,  the  constitution  of 
England  does  not  recognise  any  act  of  its  Gov- 
ernment  as   legal    and   valid.     He    must    know 


that  instantly  upon  the  full  re-establishraent  of 
the  Ministry,  the  subject  was  decided,  and  the 
Orders  in  Council  revoked. 

Nor  had  "the  inquiries  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons or  the  pressure  of  the  people"  any  decisive 
effect  in  producing  that  revocation.  That  pres- 
sure had  long  been  felt  by  the  people  and  long 
known  to  the  English  Government;  the  loud 
clamors  of  the  people  had  long  been  heard  with- 
out the  slightest  effect.  Nor  did  the  inquiry  by 
the  Commons  produce  one  new  fact  to  influence 
the  revocation.  No,  sir,  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  fact  that  the  receipt  of  the  French  de- 
cree produced  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  on  the  23d  of  June  1812.  Nor  is  there 
any  pretence  for  saying  that  the  same  would  not 
have  produced  the  same  effect  on  the  23J  of  June, 
1811.  With  all  these  facts  before  us,  is  it  not 
clear  as  the  light  of  day,  that,  if  the  repealing  de- 
cree of  France  had  not  been  concealed,  if  at  the 
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^^  jif  of  its  date  it  Ijad  been  made  known  to  Con- 
i«r^,  to  Britaio,  and  to  the  world,  this  war  would 
JfjaVe  been  averted? 

jr  And  now.  let  nie  appeal  to  this  House  and  to 
^e  people  of  America — if  this  decree  was  com- 
•yyjiicated  to  Mr.  Rus<:ell  in  April.  1811,  and  by 
Vkhi  supprf>ssed,  he  merits  and   shall  receive  the 
'  5v»rlasting  execrations  of  his  country.     If  either 
^_Mr.  Ru{>sell  or  the  Minister  Serrurier,  it  was 
,*);nmunicated  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  by  him  con- 
Valed  from  the  Executive,  is  there  a  mche  in  the 
»,mple  of  iofamy  sufficiently  infamous  for  him? 
i^jiUi  if,    by  any  means,  the  decree  came  to  the 
: '^owledge  of  the   President;  and   if  he.  either 
tji|qugh  a  paltry  fear  of  proving  his  proclamation 
(^U*,  or  frum  any  other  motive,  buried  it  in  dark- 
Iprji^  and  thereby  delivered  that  country,  which, 
^>very  bond  human  and  divine,  he  was  bound  to 
r-^tect,  over  to  all  the  miseries  of  an  unnecessary 
$11^    bloody  war.  what  maledictions  can  suit   his 
^^flouct;  what  new  and    horrible  punishment  is 
^./mmensur^te  with  the  bloody  crime  ?     Sir,  the 
^(fs^dent  i;  old,  and  the  reproaches  of  man  may 
<^c<ern  anj  move  him  but  little.     But  he  must 
5t«oix  appear  at   the  bar  of  Immortal  Justice.     If 
K  t'ds  Jont  this  deed,  how  will  he  stand  appalled 
li:lure   the  accusing  spirits  of  youth  "untimely 
if^iij  in  battle?"     How  will  his  soul  recoil  from 
tji^se  bloody  ravages,  that  wide  devastation,  that 
Xt^t»  of  human  misery  which  his  own  guilty  con- 
((iet  shall  have  produced  I 

^^hall  1  be  bsked,  if  I  believe  the  Executive  has 
J-iie  this  guiUy  deed?  I  answer,  frankly  and 
^^'?':"''y.  ^^-  However  poorly  I  may  think  of 
t^^  political  characfer  and  conduct  of  the  Exec- 
uj«ve.  I  do  not  beliere  him  capable  of  a  crime  of 
si^h  complicated  wickedness;  combining  all  the 

bjickest  attributes  ofofficial  turpitude,  murder. and 
t^..asjn.  But.  sir,  my  belief  or  disbelief  has  noth- 
»%  *'J,dp  >^'th    the  subject,     h  is  not  to  satisfy  ' 


Sir,  examine  for  a  moment  the  circumstances 
of  this  dark  affair.  I  have  said  that,  from  the  date 
of  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  from  August 
5th,  1810,  down  to  the  20ih  of  May  1912,  the  Brit- 
ish Government  iorariably  refused  to  give  credit 
to  that  letter,  as  a  repeal  or  modification  of  the 
French  decrees.  That  Government  declared  the 
letter  false  and  Jesuitical,  and  invariably  demand- 
ed some  authentic  instrument  of  repeal,  issued 
by  the  French  Government  itself  For  such  an 
instrument,  our  Ministers  in  France  had  impor- 
tuned the  Emperor,  always  without  success,  until 
on  the  10th  of  May,  1812,  Mr.  Barlow  prevailed' 
and  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  was  pro- 
duced. 

And  here  permit  me  to  read  a  short  extract 
from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Barlow  to  Mr.  Monroe 
bearing  dale  the  12th  May  1812.  In  this  letter  is 
contained  an  account  of  the  ignominious  attack 
upon  the  honor  of  the  Executive  ; 

"  When,  in  the  conversation  thoye  alluded  to,  the 
Duke  first  produced  tome  the  decree  of  the  28th  April 
1811,  I  made  no  coirtment  on  the  Strang*)  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  so  long  concealed  from  me,  and 
probably  from  you.  I  only  a«ked  him  if  that  decree 
had  been  published— he  said  no,  but  declared  that  it 
had  been  communicated  to  my  predecessor,  here,  and 
likewise  sent  to  Mr.  Serrarier,  with  orders  to  communi- 
cate it  to  you.  I  assured  him  that  it  was  not  among 
the  archJTM  of  this  legation ;  that  I  never  before  had 
heard  of  it,"  Ac. 

Had  the  vile  accusation  been  promptly  contra- 
dicted, no  doubt  would,  or  could  have  remained, 
as  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  charge.  Butj 
by  a  strange  fatality,  every  act  of  the  Executive! 
and  of  his  Ministers  and  agents,  has  tended 
strongly  to  confirm  its  truth.  Did  .Mr.  Barlow 
contradict  it?  No;  he  simply  declared,  that  he 
"never  before  had  heard"  of  the  decree.  Has 
Mr.   Russell,  the  "  predecessor"  of  Mr.  Barlow, 
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\ilted  motive.  I  stand  on  higher  ground.  The 
aor,  the  purity  of  my  native  country  is  shrouded 
darkness.  Sir,  national  honor  is  a  plant  of  pe- 
culiar growth  ;  It  can  live  and  flourish  only  in 
ti*-i  broad  blaze  of  day  ;  cover  it  with  clouds  and 
dirkijess,  it  withers  and  dies.  The  hon  jr  of  my 
c^iinfry  cannot  long  survive  amid  the  dark  and 
p^Jlil^ntial  vapors  which  hang  around  it.  To  dis- 
p|pse  those  clouds  and  vapors,  to  restore  it  to  the 
g^ii»ai  beams  of  day,  that  America,  Europe,  and 
tNe  world,  may  again  behold  it  bright  and  unsul- 
lird ;  to  frown  cuntempt  on  the  bloody  despot 
w^«o  has  striven  to  stain  and  destroy  ii — these  are 
tl^-;  objects— these  I  fondly  hope  will  be  the  ef- 
fetls  of  this  measure. 

xljlae  this  House  considered  the  black  and  hide- 
oi^sraipect  which  this  subject  now  presents  to  the 
A^eijicati  people?  Has  it  reflected  that,  at  this 
m^jincnt,  the  foul  accusation  stands  before  this 
p^plc  and  the  world,  uncontradicted,  unexam- 
intll,  aoresented?  If  it  is  suflered  thus  to  re- 
mf.'.n  m  mystery,  its  truth  will  soon  be  considered 
11^  esiablished  and  the  stain  on  the  American 
ctt*racier  so  deeply  hxed,  as  to  defy  every  effort 
toiwatsh  it  away. 

if 
I 
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remain  stigma- 


contented  that  his  honor  should 
lized  by  the  black  accusation. 

And  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive ?     The  session  of  Congress  in  which  the  war 
was  declared  did    not  terminate  until   the  6th  of 
July.     Mr.  Barlow  received    the  decree  on   the 
JOth  of  May  preceding.     Of  course,  unless  there 
was    uncommon    delay,  it    must    have    been   re- 
ceived  by  the  Executive  while  Congress  was  in 
session.    Why  was  it  concealed  from  them?    Was 
It  feared  that,  even  then,  if  convinced  of  the  per- 
fidy ot  France,  the  falsehood  of  the  proclamation, 
and   the  error  of  all    their  own  acts  founded  ori 
that  proclamation,  they  would  provide  a  remedy 
for  all  their  errors,  and  prevent  the  war?     Was  it 
feared,  that  even  then,  the  banquet  of  blood  might 
be  refused  tpr  the  guests,  whose  knives  were  sharp- 
ened  and  Whose  appetites  were   importunate  for 
the  barbaroiis  feast  ?     Locked  up  in  the  bosom  of 
the  Executi-ve.  it  did  remain  until  Congress  met 
in  the  succeeding  November.     Then,  surely,  the 
foul   accusation  was  communicated  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  ;  then,  surely,  the  feelings 
of  wounded  honor,  of  indignant  innocence,  smart- 
ing under  false  imputation  of  guilt,  burst  forth  in 
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tones  of  denial,  reproach,  and  resentment  ?  I  feel 
degraded,  as  an  American,  when  I  am  forced  to 
answer,  no.  Still  the  infamous  imputation  is  con- 
cealed from  the  American  people — from  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  the  peculiar  guardians 
of  their  interests  and  their  honor.  And  never 
until  the  4th  of  March,  the  very  last  day,  and  al- 
most the  last  hour  of  the  session,  was  it  dragged 
from  Its  concealment,  by  a  resolution  of  this 
House. 

Even  thed,  not  a  word  of  denial,  not  a  whisper 
of  innocence,  not  a  murmur  of  resentment  is 
heard.  If  the  subject  is  permitted  to  rest  in  its 
present  mystery,  by  every  rule  of  evidence  and 
of  common  sense,  what  must  be  the  inference? 
What  the  decision  of  the  world  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  President?  Guilty,  guilty!  will  be  the 
universal  verdict ;  and  not  a  man  will  exist  with- 
out this  nation,  who  will  doubt  the  justice  of  the 
verdict. 

We  are  asked,  if  the  '•  infamous  Duke  of  Bas- 
»ano,"  the  author  of  the  charge,  is  competent  to 
excite  a  suspicion  against  our  Executive?  Mr. 
Speaker,  this  Minister  is  the  official  organ  of  the 
Emperor  ;  he  occupies  the  same  office  as  did  the 
Duke  of  Cadore  when  he  wrote  the  famous  letter  of 
August  5ih,  1810.  The  Executive  then  recog- 
nised the  act  of  the  Minister  as  tlie  act  of  the 
Government.  By  what  article  of  logic  shall  he 
now  be  {wrmitted.  when  his  own  character  is  in- 
volved, to  escape  the  rule  which  he  then  estab- 
lished ? 

In  this  condition  is  this  dark  subject  now 
placed  :  The  foul  accusation  has  been  made,  offi-  i 
cially  made,  by  the  Government  of  France.  By  { 
every  motive  of  policy,  of  honor,  of  truth,  the  I 
Executive  was  bound  to  stamp  falsehood  on  the 
iufaraous  charge,  and  indignantly  to  hurl  it  back  | 
upon  the  imperial  calumniator.  This  honorable  j 
and  virtuous  course  he  has  not  pursued.  Let  us.  ( 
now,  as  the  guardians  of  American  truth  and  | 
honor,  demand  it  at  his  hands. 

But  a  member  from   Tennessee  (Mr.  Rhea)  | 
has  justified  the  President  in  not  denying  the  ac- 
cusation, or  resenting  the  insult.     It  might,  he 
has  told  us,  obstruct  our  negotiation  and  injure 
our  interests  in  France  ;  in  other  words,  the   ty-  \ 
rant  might  resent  our  attempts  to  vindicate  our  i 
honor. 

Mr.  Speaker,  have  we  arrived  at  that  degene-  ' 
rate  age  of  our  Republic,  when  a  Representative  , 
of  the  people  dare  advance  such  slavish  doc-  j 
trines  on  this  floor?  What,  sir,  will  you  truckle  \ 
to  France  to  obtain  justice  ?  Will  you,  like  the  i 
crouching  spaniel,  patiently  endure  the  whips 
and  scorns  of  an  outrageous  tyrant,  lest  he  should  j 
Irown  upon  you  ? 

O,  my  country  !  if  such  is  truly  your  degraded  j 
condition,  mock  the  world  no  more  with  your  ] 
vain  boasts  of  freedom  !  If,  to  avoid  the  resent- 
ment and  injustice  of  a  tyrant,  you  must  smile  ' 
at  insult,  and  become  familiar  with  dishonor,  j 
tear  in  atoms  your  instrument  of  independence,  j 
strike  the  proud  Eagle  from  your  escutcheon,  j 
and  blot  from  your  history  the  names  of  Warren, 
Montgomery,  and  Washington.    No,  sir,  no  I     I' 


1  never  will  believe  until  I  hear  it  from  his  own 
'  lips,  that  any  President  of  this  highminded  people 
j  has  dared  to  dishonor  his  country  upon  motives 
I  and  principles  like  this.     Mr.  Speaker,  there  was 
,  a  time  when  our  Executive  was  not  so  slow  to 
I  announce  and  to  resent  an  insult  oflfered  to  him 
I  and  his  Ministers.     I  allude  to  the  famous  "  in- 
,  suit"  offered    by  the    British    Minister  Jackson. 
j  That  •'  insult,"  as  it  was  called,  at  the  very  worst, 
j  consisted  in  a  reflection  on  the  honor  and  veracity 
of  the  Secretary  of  Slate.     And  how  was  it  then 
j  received  and  treated?  no  consideration  of  conse- 
i  quences  was  then  permitted;  then  the  honor  of 
i  the  Government  must  be  vindicated,  although  at 
the  hazard  of  national  prosperity,  happiness,  and 
peace.    A    flame  was   kindled    in    the  Cabinet, 
i  which  continued  to  blaze  until  the  whole  nation 
i  became   hot  with  indignation   and  fury.     What 
I  then  was  the  conduct  of  this  House  and  of  Con- 
jgress?     They,  too,  caught   the  epidemic   fury; 
I  joint  resolutiwns  were  passed,  solemnly  pledging 
I     .emselves  to  the  American  people,  and  to  the 
I  world,  to  stand   by  and  support    the   Executive 
Government,  •  to  call  into  action  the  whole  force 
j '  of  the  nation  to  repel  such  insults,  and  to  assert 
I '  and  maintain  the  rights,  the  honor,  and  the  in- 

'  terests  of  the  United  Slates." 
I      What  a  mighty  spirit  of  honor  and  indignation 
is  here  exhibited  against  a  British  Minister,upon 
I  whom,  by  implication,  an  intention  to  insult  the 
honor  of  the  Executive,  had  been  fastened.  Now 
mark  the  astonishing,    the  inglorious  contrast; 
an  injury,  compared  with  which,  the  petty  of- 
fence of  the  British  Minister  changes  its  charac- 
ter and  becomes  applause,  has  been  offered  to  our 
Executive   by  the   mushroom  despot  of  France. 
How  has  it   been  received  by  the  Cabinet  ?     In 
silence,  in  poor,  mean-spirited  silence;  nay,  every 
effort  haa  been  made  to  cover  it  from  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and   to  conceal   it  from   the  world. 
For  more  than  one  year,  the  Executive  has  thus 
borne  the  basest  insult  which  was  ever  offered  to 
an  independent  people.     In  the  meantime,  what 
has  been  the  conduct  of  this  House  and  of  Con- 
gress? Whether  astonished  at  thetame  endurance 
of  the  President,  or  resolved  to  share  with  him  the 
disgrace,  I  know  not ;  they,  too,  have  been  silent. 
No   blustering  resolutions  have  appeared  ;  no 
expression  of  resentment;  and  even  now  when 
the  minority,  forced  by  the  inertness  of  the  ma- 
jority, have  stepped  forward,  resolved  to  present 
the  subject  in  its  naked  truth,  and  to  call  cd  the 
Executive   to  wipe  the  dishonor  from    his  own 
character,  and  to  vindicate  the  purity  of  this  Re- 
public,  how  are  they   met?     Every  covert  ob- 
struction is  thrown  in  their  way;  and  although 
the  majority  shrink  from  open  resistance  to  this 
bonoranle  course,  yet  no  effort  is  left  untried  to 
render  it  futile  and  unavailing.     Mr.  Speaker,  do 
insults  and  injuries  chanore  their  nature  with  the 
change  of  persons  who  inflict  them  ?    Is  an  Eng- 
lish insult  one  thing,  and  a  FreHch  insult  a  dif- 
ferent thing  ?     Is  the  one  atrocious,  and  to  be  re-  * 
sisted  and  resented   'with  the  whole  force  of  this 
nation."  and  is  the  other  innocent,  and  to  be  borne 
with  patience  and  submission? 
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5      ;  When  a  British  Minister  ''insinuates  an  in- 

j|»  siplt,"  is  this  Government  lo  kindle  a  conHa^ra- 
«  tijOn  through  the  nation,  threatening  to  consume 
r  not  only  him,  but  our  own  happiness  and  peace: 
r  and  is  the  same  Government  to  hare  iis  bacii  to 
I  ilje  "  scorpion  lash"  of  a  French  despot,  to  receive 
f  >ith  composure  and  silent  submission  the  palpa- 

*  bie  calumnies,  the  barefaced  insults  of  his  mush- 
■    room  Ministers? 

I    ^    Let  »entlemen   examine  well  the  ground  on 

I   «vhich  they  are  treading  ! 

;    ;    There  are  ttiousands  an;',  hundreds  of  thousands 

♦  of  this  people,  who  do  believe  that  your  councils 
are  contaminated  by  the  influence  and  guided  by 

.  !  the  hand  of  France.  For  a  series  of  years  they 
i:h^ve  beheld,  or  they  think  they  have  beheld,  the 
!  hfnd  of  the  despot  in  our  affairs.  They  have 
I  seien,  or  ihey  think  they  have  seen,  their  Govern- 
j  indent  the  unresisting  dupe  of  French  intrigue, 
^  fhe  tame  object  of  French  insult  and  injury.  If 
;-*t  so  please  you.  call  these  men  tories ;  call  them 
^  \x,hfi  friends  of  England  ;  call  them  the  victims  of 

•  idelusion;  call  them  what  you  will,  still,  until 
i  fyou  '-can  rail  their  judgments  from  their  minds," 

'or  until  your  councils  change,  such  will  continue 
^their  honest  belief.  By  rejecting  these  resolu- 
i-jticns  you  fix  their  opinions  forever.  If  they  are 
;  'dduded.  you  establish  their  delusion  beyond  the 
.  ♦possibility  of  removal.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
;yLU  pass  these  resolutions,  and  if,  in  consequence 
;  Uhereof.  the  President  shall  dissolve  the  darkness, 
'  vahall  step  fortil  to  the  public  pure  and  unspotted — 
|':if;he  shall  evince  that  he  has  feh  and  acted  as 
.'i'tibecame  the  chief  of  a  highmtnded  and  tree 
i^P^'P'^'  and  if  he  has  repelled  and  resented  the 

•  pa?e  imputation,  happy  beyond  measure,  happy 
r*will  be  consequences  of  this  proceeding.     On  my 

^conscience,  I  believe  it  will  go  farther  to  destroy 
:  .all  suspicion  of  French  intiuence — it  will  go  far- 
;  jh'^r  to  restore  confidence  in  the  Executive,  than 
i.i«o.y  other  means  that  could  have  been  selected. 


«  I 
I"  'J 


Friday,  June  18. 
f  J  A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  further  lo 
i  tjxtend  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military 
i  J>Od  warrants.     The  bill  was  twice  read,  and,  on 
•  f^otion  uf  Mr.  McKee,  it  was  read  a  third  lime, 

Td  passed. 
{^  FRENCH  DECREES. 

iJl'he  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
'ebsteh's   resolutions,  respecting   the    French 
^  pealing  decree. 

i.  i,'!^*"-  Grl-ndv  rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
.vf^liOws: 

:•  'Mr.  Speaker,  knowing  that  Congre.ss  had  been 
•tfepvened  at  this  time  for  the  express  purpose  of 
tp|r(|viding  an  adequate  revenue  for  the  prosecu- 
^^u  of  th»-  war  in  which  our  country  is  engaged, 
i3'c^id  believe  that  a  discussion  not  imraediaTely 
•.'CDiinected  with  this  subject  should  have  been 
: avoided;  but,  as  the  Committee  of  Way.s  and 
f  I^tfans  are  not  yet  prepared  to  act  on  the  bills  re- 
:rpited  by  them,  that  time  may  not  be  entirely 
J  tost  which  IS  given  to  the  examination  of  points 
?«*bich  have  been  introduced  into  this  debate. 

I'ii     : 


The  motion  before  us  is  to  postpone  indefinitely 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  on  your  table ; 
in  other  words,  to  reject  them;   to  this  I  am  op- 
posed.    I  shall  vote  for  them,  and  if  modified  in 
an  inconsiderable  degree,  shall  do  so  with  pleas- 
ure.    In  doing  this.  I  shall  be  governed  by  reasons 
entirely  different  from  those  which  have  been  as- 
signed by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.     I 
shall  vote  for  them  to  do  away  the  effect  which 
has  been  produced,  and  may  again  be  produced, 
by  the  misrepresentations  of  the  friends  of  that 
fast-anchored  isle,  which,  according  to  the  opin- 
ions of  some  gentlemen,  has  done  us  no  essential 
injury;  I  shall  vote  for  them,  that  the  friends  of 
that  nation  which  is  styled  by  some  the  bulwark 
of  our  holy  religion  may  not  mislead  any  portion 
of  the  American  people.     I  shall  vote  for   them 
that  the  advocates  of  that  nation  which  is  said  to 
be  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world  may  not  have 
It  m  their  power  to  weaken  the  arm  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  its  present  contest  with  a  foreign  Power. 
These,  sir,  are   the  reasons  on  which  I  act.  and 
not  because  I  believe  their  adoption  necessary  to 
vindicate  the  honor  of   the   Government  or  the 
character  of  those  who  administer  it.     The  repu- 
tation of  this  Administration  stands  on  a  basis 
too  solid   to  be  shaken   by  any  statement  which 
the  Duke  of  Bassano  has  or  can  make  ;  and  had 
not  these  new  guardians  of  the  Executive  honor 
(Messrs.  Websteh,  Oakley,  and  GBogvKNOR) 
been  more  sensitive  than  itsold  friends,  no  measure 
of  this  kind  would  have  been  deemed  necessary.  As 
this  however  is  the  first  effort  in  their  new  voca- 
tion, so  far  as  depends  on  my  exertions,  they  shall 
be  indulged  and  gratified.     I  have  already  said, 
that  I  shall  vote  with  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  for  reasons  very  different  from  their 
own.     Were  I  at   liberty  to  speak  of  motives,  I 
would  undertake  to  show  that  in  these  we  differ 
no   less   than   we    have   already   in   the   reasons 
avowed.     It  has  been  alleged  by  those  who  have 
advocated  these  resolutions,  that  if  an  authentic 
document  containing  the  decree  of  the   French 
Government,  bearing  date  the  28th  day  of  April. 
1811.  and  which  so  modifies   the  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and   Milan  as    to  exempt    the  United   States 
from  their  operations,  had  been  furnished  to  the 
British  Government  before  the  declaration  of  war 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  would   have   been  re^ 
voked.  and  thereby  war  would  have  been  avoided 
If  I  have  mistaken  the  position  which  gentlemen 
have  laid  down  as  the  basis  on  which  their  whole 
argunient  is  founded.  I  beg   now  to  be  set  right 
[.Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  stated  that  Mr 
Grundy  had  not  mistaken  their  meaning]     Mr 
Grcndy  then  proceeded— Then,  sir  we  Ire  at  is- 
sue :   I  deny  the  position  laid  down,  and  aver  that 
the  British  Cabinet  would  not  have  repealed  the 
Orders  in  Council,  had  a  copy  of  the  French  de- 
cree of  the  28ih  of  April.  1811,  been  communicated 
previously  to  the  declaration  of  war.     I  shall  not 
follow  the  example  which   has  been  set  by  the 
gentleman   from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gro.^venor  ) 
1  shall  not  quote  from  memory  the  evidences  on 
which  I  rely.     I  will  not  expose  myself  to   that 
error  into  which  others  have  fallen  by  trustini^to 
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their  recollection,  when  referring  to  documents  in 
their  support.  I  have  ihe.se  documents  before  me, 
and  will  show  from  them  that  Great  Britain  re- 
quired, as  iheconditionon  which  she  would  revoke 
her  Orders  in  Council,  that  the  French  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  should  previously  be  rescinded, 
not  as  to  the  United  Stales  only,  but  as  to  all  neu- 
tral nations.  If  this  be  done,  gentlemen  mu^t  be 
driven  from  that  ground  which  they  have  occu- 
pied with  so  much  ostentation;  for  it  will  be 
recollected,  that  the  French  decree  merely  with- 
draws from  the  United  States  the  operation  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  leaves  the  de- 
crees themselves  m  full  force  against  all  other 
neutrals.  The  Prince  Regent,  in  his  declaration 
of  21st  of  April,  1812.  uses  the  following  language 
when  speaking  of  the  Orders  in  Council: 

"And  which  Hii  Majesty  has  at  all  times  professed 
hid  readiness  to  revoke,  as  soon  as  the  decrees  which 
gave  occasion  to  them  should  be  formally  and  uncon- 
ditionally rej)ealed,  and  the  commerce  of  neutral  na- 
tions be  restored  lo  ita  accustomed  course." 

In  the  same  instrument  he  also  says: 
"And  to  give  a  decisive  proof  of  his  Royal  Highncss'ti 
disposition  to  perform  tlie  engagements  of  His  .Majesty's 
Goverrunent,  by  revoking  the  t)rder8  in  Councd  when- 
ever the  French  decrees  shall  be  actually  and  uncon- 
ditionally repealed,  his  Royal  Highness  declares,  Ac, 
that  if  at  any  time  hereafter  the  Berhn  and  .Milan  de- 
crees shall,  by  some  authentic  act  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment pubUcly  promulgated,  be  expressly  and  un- 
conditionally repealed,  then  and  from  thenceforth  the 
ordersof  7th  of  January,  1807,  and  26th  of  April,  1809, 
shall,  without  any  further  order,  be  from  thenceforth 
revoked.'' 

Now.  I  would  ask  any  legal  character  to  put  a 
construction  upon  what  has  been  read.  Will  he 
not  answer,  as  every  man  must  answer  who  under- 
stands the  meaning  ol  English  words,  that  the 
term  repeal  import.",  e.r  vi  termini,  a  total  abroga- 
tion of  the  act  to  which  it  refers  ?  It  does  not 
mean  modification  or  alteration,  but  an  entire 
annulling  of  the  act  itself,  placing  everything  as 
it  was  previous  to  its  passage,  saving  only  the 
rights  which  had  accrued  under  it.  But.  here  it 
appears  that  the  Prince  Regent  not  only  requires 
a  repeal,  bnt  he  requires  it  also  to  be  uncon- 
ditional; not  limited  and  partial,  but  universal 
in  its  operation.  Can  gentlemen  longer  affect 
to  believe  that  a  modification  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  would  have  satisfied  the  demands 
of  the  Prince  Regent?  Surely  they  have  not 
read  with  attention  these  documents,  or  have 
read  them  without  a  disposition  to  understand 
them  correctly.  But,  sir,  why  rely  upon  con- 
struction, when  we  have  the  interpretation  which 
the  enemy  himself  has  put  upon  his  own  act? 
If  it  shall  be  shown  that  no  ministerial  advo- 
cate in  Parliament,  no  Minister  of  England  at 
home  or  abroad  ;  no,  not  even  Lord  Castlereagh, 
has  ever  advanced  such  a  position,  then  why 
should  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  assume  this  new 
and  extraordinary  ground,  unless  they  are  re- 
solved to  out-Herod  Herod,  and  out-Castlereagh 
Lord  Castlereagh  himself? 

When  Mr.  Foster  was  in  this  country,  he  cor-  i 


responded  with  our  OoTernment  on  this  point. 
He,  the  Minister  of  his  Sovereign,  and  sent  here 
to  interpret  his  will;  he.  who  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed well  understood  the  views  of  his  own  Gov- 
ernment, demanded,  fas  I  will  show  from  the 
communications  which  passed  between  him  and 
the  American  Secretary  of  State.)  as  a  condition 
of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  a  total 
and  entire  repeal  of  the  French  decrees.'  That 
Minister,  in  his  letter  of  the  30th  of  May.  1812 
says :  - ?  » 

"America,  as  the  case  now  stands,  has  not  a  pre- 
tence for  claiming  from  Great  Britain  a  rej)eal  of  her 
Orders  in  Council ;  she  must  recollect  that  the  British 
Government  never  for  a  moment  countenanced  the  idea 
that  the  repeal  of  thof»e  orders  could  depend  ufwn  any- 
partial  or  conditional  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  France. 
What  she  always  avowed  was,  her  readiness  to  rescind 
her  Orders  in  Council,  as  soon  as  France  rescinded  ab- 
solutely and  unconditionally  her  decrees.  She  could 
not  enter  into  any  engagemenU  without  the  groasest 
injustice  to  her  allies,  as  well  as  to  neutral  nations  in 
general ;  much  less  could  she  do  so,  if  any  special  ex* 
ception  was  to  be  granted  by  France  upon  conditions 
utterly  subversive  of  the  most  important  and  indispu- 
table maritime  rights  of  the  British  Empire." 

Here  the    British  Minister  plainly  lays  down 
the  principle  upon  which    the  British    Govern- 
ment IS  determined  to  act.     The  French  decrees 
are  to  be   rescinded  absolutely  and   uncondition- 
ally, by  which  it  appears  that  England  required 
of  us  not  only  that  we  shouM   cause  the  decrees 
of  Berlin  and  Milan  to  be  repealed  as  to  the  United 
States,  but  as  to  all  the  world.     Could   a  more 
unreasonable  requisition  be  conceived  ?     We  had 
a  right  to  demand    of  France  a   modifiraiion  of 
her  decrees  so  far  as  we  were  affected   by  them, 
but  no   farther— whenever  she  went  so  far  as  to 
prevent  any  injury  to  us  by  their  operation,  our 
claims  upon  that  Government  ceased,  we  having 
no  right  to  interfere  between  her  and  her  enemy, 
except  so  far  as  we  were   interested.     But  Eng- 
land, not  content  with  this,  insists  that  we  shall 
cause  the  French  Government  to  open  the  ports 
of  all  neutrals  to  British  commerce,  and  make  the 
continent  of  Europe  a  market  for  her  manufac- 
tures.    This  we   had    no  right  to  demand  of  the 
French  Government,  and  England  knew  we  could 
not   obtain  it.     In  the  letter  of  the  3d   of  June, 
1812.  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster,  a  reference 
is  had  not  only  to  the  declaration  contained  in  the 
letter  I  have  just  read,  but  also  to  the  instructions 
given  by  Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Foster,  which 
convey  the  same  ideas  in  stronger  term*.    It  says. 
"  in  the  letter  of  May  the  30th.  which  I  had  the 
'  honor  to  receive  from  you  on  the  1st  instant.  I 
'  |)erceive  a  difference  in  a  particular  passage  of  it. 
'  from  a  passage  on  the  same  subject,  in  the  des- 
'  patch  from  Lord  Castlereagh  to  you,  which  you 
•  were  so  good  as  to  communicate  to  me  entire,  as 
'  appears  from  the  tenor  of  the  letter  to  have  been 
•intended  by  your  Government,"     The  passage 
in  your  letter  to  which  I  allude  is  as  follow!: 
"America,  as  the  case  now  stands."  &r..  as  in  the 
preceding  quotation.     Mr.  Monroe  then  proceeds  : 

"According  to  the  tenor  of  the  despatch  of  Lord 
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CiatK«t-«gh  to  you,  my  recollection  is,  that  in  stating 
thi>  c»4iUition  on  which  the  Orders  in  Council  were  to 
be  »^lje.lled,  in   relation  to   the   United   States,  it  was 


And  another  fact  equalljr  important  is  manifested 
by  this  document,  which  is.  that  the  Britisli  Gov- 
ernment had  not  only  a  knowledge  of  the  repeal 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  so  far  as  related 
to  the  United  States,  but  communicated  that  know- 
ledge to  their  Minister  Resident  in  this  country, 
with  a  view  that  he  might  confer  with  this  Gov- 
ernment respecting  the  terms  and  conditions  con- 
tained m  It.  How  then  can  it  be  contended,  with 
the  least  degree  of  plausibility,  that  it  was  the 
want  of  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  decree  of 
the  28th  day  of  April.  1811.  whioh  induced  the 


l^i>e 
sp^ca^d  that  the  decreos  of  Berlin  and  Milan  must 
ncit  t.^^Tikpealed  singly  and  specially  io  relation  to  the 
Urit'Xf  i»tates,  but  be  repealed  also  as  to  all  other  neu- 
tnjl 'iiitions ;  and  that  in  no  less  extent  of  a  repeal  of 
th»-  iff^ces  had  the  Bniisb  Government  ever  pledged 
itst-'li  j  repeal  the  Ordeix  in  Council.  However  sus- 
cepOL^  the  passage  in  your  letter  may  be,  of  a  con- 
steuiLi^^  recom  liable  with  the  import  oi  the  despatch 
fr(»in  l^ofd  Casllcreagh,  yet  as  a  similar  phraseology  of 
you'.-  tjrovernme nt  on  otDer  occasions  has  had  a  con- 
«t»Uft*)il  less  extensive,  and  as  it  IS  important  la  every  I  British    Government   to  persist  ia   its  Orders   in 

re^Tt  that  ih»re  should  be  no  misundersUnding  or  I  Council  ?  To  the  letter  last  mentioned,  Mr.  Fos- 
pdis^iDiliiy  of  error,  vou  will  excuse  me  for  requesting  ter  on  the  14lh  of  June  gives  an  answer  which 
thuvy/'u  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  whether  closes  the  correspondence  between  the  parlies, 
in  a^v  circumstance  my  r».'collection  of  the  import  of  this  \  Ttie  language  is  too  plain  to  admit  of  but  one  con- 
struction. Listen  to  it  and  tell  me  if  the  most 
sceptical  man  can  doubt: 

"  I  will  now  say  that  I  feel  entirely  authorized  to 
?reagh's  instriictions.  assure  you,  that  if  you  can  at  any  time  produce  a  full 
He^'/,  trien,  you  have  not  only  the  statement  of  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  as  you 
the^firihish  Minister  to  our  Governraenl.  but  the  |  have  a  right  to  demand  it  in  your  character  of  a  neu- 
aUlV«rUy  under  which  he  acted.  In  this  there  i  tral  nation,  and  that  it  be  disengaged  from  any  ques- 
csjn  H"  no  tniJiake,  do  misapprehension.  j  I'on  concerning  our  maritime  righu,  we  shall  be  ready 

Op  ll^e  lOlh  of  June,  1812.  Mr.  Fo.-ter,  if  pos.sible,  to  meet  you  with  a  revoc*tion  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
btictiiies  raor<J  explictt.  He  then  dtclares  to  the  I  cil-  Previously  to  your  producing  such  an  instrument, 
Sf  Uf^ary  of  Blate  •  I  "'*"='*  ^  *°^  '^"^  ^"  *®*^  >""  appear   to  regard  as  un- 

!"M«aVe  no  h^-siution  in  saying  that  Great  Britain,  as  I  necessary,  you  cannot  eii.ect  of  us  to  give  up  our  Or- 
tht  <«*^«)  has  hitherto  stood,  never  did  nor  ever  could  i  "^"  "^  touncd. 

errgi»^f,  without  the  grossest  injustice  to  herself  and  I  The  Prince  Regent,  on  the  face  of  the  decree 
h«r  ^lii-s,  as  will  at:  to  other  neutral  nations,  to  repeal  j  which  revokes  the  Orders  in  Council,  shows  that 
h«ir  ;^>dsr8  afll^cting  America  alone,  leaving  them  in  j  the  meaning  of  the  British  Government  was 
forctC^^nst  other  States,  upon  condition  that  France  [  what  1  have  contended  for;  and  although  other 
woviii  except,  singly  and  specially,  America  from  the    gentlemen  may  understand  the  views  of  the  Brit- 


^9mM^  ia  Lord  Castlereagh's  despatch  is  inaccurate." 
^f.  Foster  in  no  part  of  his  after  communica- 
tirtt/   pretends   that    Mr.  Monroe   had    mistaken  ! 
tbieai^odtenls  cf  Lord  Castlereagh's  instrtictions. 


Obefh'lion  of  her  decrees. 
i'i^t^ftl  declaration  it  would  seem  had  removed 


isii  Cabinet   better    than  I  do.  yet  I  am  bound   to 
consider  the  Prince  Regent  of  England  good  au- 


eifeiiy-doubi  which  could  possibly  exist  in  rela-  thority,  when  speaking  of  the  intentions  of  his 
liytiili)  the  nitentiou  of  the  British  Government,  o^q  Government,  and  to  its  disadvantage.  The 
Bu^hcExecutiveof  the  United  Stales,  solicitous  I  prench  decree,  bearing  date  the  28ih  of  April, 
to  4iv\i!L  the  evils  of  war  and  to  prevent  an  ap-  i  isn,  is  a  full  and  ^solute  repeal  as  it  relates  to 
pe^  jo  the  la:.t  resort  of  injured  nations,  on  ihe  j  t|,e  United  States.  The  language  is: 
l?i<)  \iay  of  June,  1812,  again  addresses  the  Brit-  i      „  rj^j^^  ^ 


isn^Iunsier  in  the  following  terms 

'^l  in  satisfactory  to  tind  that  there  has  been  no  mis-  i 
apdL'kejnsion  of  the  con  Jition  without  which  your  Gov- 
ern^tint  refuses  to  repeat  the  Orders  in  Council.     You  | 
adry«{ '  tjiat,  to   obtain    their  repeal    in  respect   to  the 


Decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  definitively 
and  to  date  from  1st  November  last,  considered  as  not 
existing  in  regard  to  American  vessels." 

More  than  thirty  days  after,  a  copy  of  this  de- 
cree  was  furnished    to  the  British   Government. 


itT  1^.  u  1    f.i.    r        11  .1     I  They  repeal  the  Orders  in  Council ;  and  upon  the 

Unt»il  iStates,  the  repeal  of  the  r  rench  decrees  must  l>e     ,.       ■   ,•    i,    .  i    .u     r»  u  i      i 

k  '.  .         1  I  ,  „     I  „^.  -„  ..  ik-T-r,;...!  v...^    face  o    that  repeal,  the  Prince  Regent  declares, 

abs*<uto  and  unconditica&J,  not  as  to  tne  United  states  *        ^  s>  i 

onll  hut  as  to  all  other  neutral  nations  ;  not  as  far  a«         "That  he  cannot  consider  the  tenor  of  the  said  in- 

thetaflVct  neutral  commerce  only,  but  as  they  operate  '  atramcnt  as  saUsfying  Uie  conditions   set  forth  in  the 

iniixiaHv  and  affect  the  trade  in'British  manufactures  '  O'der  of  the  Slst  of  April,  1812." 

wjt^5h«»' enemy  of  Great  Britain.     As  the  Orders  in  ;       Why  was  this  not  a  compliance    with  the  de- 

Cb»jpcit  have  formed  a  principal  cause  of  the  differ-    claration  of  April,  1812?  As  to  the  United  States 

encyi  which  unhappily  exist  between  our  countries,  a  |  it  was  full  and  complete.     It  was  because  it  was 

con^uibnof  th^ir  repeal  communicated  in  any  authen-     not  a  repeal  as  it  related  to  all  neutral  Powers. 

tic  V^xrument  wr  manner  was  entitled  to  particular  at-  Mr.  Speaker,   I   feel   humbled  and   abased  that 

And  surely  none  could  have  so  high  a  claim     it  has  become  my  duty  to  quote  the  authority  of 


tenjin. 


to  I*  as  the  letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh  to  you,  sub-  ihg  Prince  Regent  and  the  British  .Ministers 
nul^d  ^y  his  authority  to  my  view  for  the  express  pur-  ,  against  the  Representaliv^fs  of  rav  own  country. 
p.»sijofmakinfe  that  addition,  with  its  other  contenu,  |  anf  mortified  to  hear  doctrines  advanced  here 
kno^n  to  this  Government."  |  j^  ^p^alf  of  the  British  Cabinet  which  the  Brit- 

1^-oiii  this  It  is  evident  that  the  Executive  of  |  jsh  Ministers  never  avowed,  and  which  they 
thi^cc'untry  understood  the  British  Minister,  as  |  would  not  avow  were  they  present  and  entitled 
ins^iitjg  on  a  total  repeal  oi  the  French  decrees  i  lo  be  lieaid  on  this  floor.  Sir,  they  would  not 
before  the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  revoked,  j  dare  to  do  so — their  own  words  would  coofound 
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them.  I  do  hope,  sir,  that  gentlemen  who  are 
•  till  determiaed  to  persist  in  opposition,  will  take 
some  other  ground  on  which  to  rely  ;  for  it  surely 
adds  nothing  to  the  honor  of  this  country  or  to 
their  individual  credit  to  advance  and  advocate 
doctrines  which  the  British  Ministry  would  be 
ashamed  to  own. 

Sir.  unless  I  am  altogether  mistaken  in  the 
meaning  of  the  plainest  terms — unless  the  Eng- 
lish language  is  entirely  unintelligible  to  me — the 
point  is  sufficiently  established,  that  the  British 
Government  would  not  have  revoked  theOrders  in 
Council,  had  a  copy  of  the  French  decree,  mod- 
ifying the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  been  pre- 
sented to  them  ;  and  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  must  be  constrained  to  abandon 
the  ground  they  have  relied  on  ;  and  here  this 
debate  might  clo^e.  For,  although  the  French 
decree  is  made  the  pretext  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  every  man  acquainted  with 
the  political  state  of  the  two  countries  roust  be 
satis6ed  that  it  was  the  suffering  condition  of  the 
British  manufacturers,  united  with  the  apprehen- 
sion of  an  American  war,  which  produced  that 
change  in  British  policy  which  did  take  place. 

Remarks  have  fallen  from  gentlemen  which 
merit  a  reply.  An  honorable  member  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Oakley)  has  told  you,  sir,  that  we 
have  charged  upon  the  Opposition  alt  the  calam- 
ities and  disasters  of  the  war.  I  am  one  of  the 
accusers,  but  1  do  not  raise  the  accusation  against 
those  who  voted  against  the  war  upon  this  floor, 
nor  again&t  any  who  express  their  opinions  against 
it  elsewhere.  1  know  there  are  many  in  the  op- 
position who  are  governed  by  honest  motives, 
who  oppose  the  war  from  an  honest  conviction, 
and  whose  opposition  is  confined  within  reason- 
able and  Constitutional  bounds.  Whom  then  do 
I  accuse?  I  accuse  him.  sir,  who  professes  him- 
self to  be  the  friend  of  this  country  and  enjoys 
its  protection,  yet  proves  him»elf  by  his  actions 
to  be  the  friend  of  its  enemy.  I  accuse  bim  who 
sets  himself  to  work  systematically  to  weaken 
the  arm  of  this  Government  by  destroying  its 
credit  and  damping  the  ardor  of  its  citizens;  I 
accuse  hira  who  has  used  his  exertions  to  defeat 
the  loan  and  to  prevent  the  yoang  men  of  the 
country  from  going  forth  to  fight  their  country's 
battles;  I  accuse  bim  who  announces  with  joy 
the  disasters  of  our  arms,  and  sickens  into  melan- 
choly when  he  hears  of  our  success;  such  men  I 
cannot  consider  friends  to  this  nation. 

Sir,  I  speak  in  plain  language,  because  I  am 
■peaking  the  language  of  truth  in  the  cause  of 
my  country.  I  ask,  how  is  this  war  to  be  carried 
on  and  how  are  we  lo  ^ain  an  advantage  over  the 
enemy?  Money  has  justly  been  called  tfiesinev) 
of  war ;  without  money  men  cannot  be  raised,  and 
without  men  battles  cannot  be  gained — yet  bailies 
must  be  fought  and  gained,  before  a  peace,  safe, 
honorable,  and  durable, can  be  obtained  for  this  na- 
tion. Is  not  that  man  then  subserving  the  interest 
of  the  enemy,  who,  to  the  extent  of  his  power, 
keeps  money  from  our  coffers  and  men  from  our 
armies?  And  what,  sir,  is  the  greatest  crime 
kaowa  to  our  Constitution  and  our  lawi?  If  a 
13lli  Con.  1st  Stss.— 8    . 


citizen  goes  over  to  the  enemy  and  arms  in  his 
behalf,  he  is  guilty  of  treason.  The  overt  act  is 
consummated,  and  the  wickedness  of  his  heart 
is  demonstrated.  Should  the  same  citizen  remaia 
amongst  us,  and  employ  himself  in  aiding  the 
enemy,  by  paralvzing  the  national  energies,  is  not 
the  turpitude  of  bis  conduct  and  his  moral  guilt 
equally  great  ?  Does  he  not  serve  the  enemy  as 
effectually  ?  Nay,  more  ;  suppose  he  shall  succeed 
in  preventing  ten  men  from  joining  the  Army, 
has  he  not  rendered  the  enemy  much  more  ser- 
vice than  if  he  had  actually  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy  and  raised  the  sword  in  his  favor? 
To  my  mind,  it  is  impossible  to  draw  a  line  of 
distinction  between  adding  to  the  strength  of  the 
enemy  and  taking  from  the  strength  of  his  own 
country.  In  both  cases  be  is  working  the  ruia 
of  his  country,  so  far  as  that  result  depends  on 
his  exertions — and  the  only  difference  to  himself 
IS,  that  in  one  case  he  forfeits  his  life  for  his  crime, 
in  the  other  he  lives  an  object  of  public  execra- 
tion and  loaded  with  rhe  abhorrence  of  all  good 
men. 

While  upon  the  subject  of  the  war  and  the  cod- 
duct  of  Opposition,  suffer  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  de- 
vote another  moment  to  the  almost  incomprehen- 
sible part  which  they  are  seen  to  act.     They  call 
themselves  ihefnemls  of  peace,  yet  what  step  do 
they  take  to  procure  it  for  their  country  ?     Now 
that  the  war  rages  upon  the  frontiers,  peace  can 
only  be  obtained  by  expelling  the  enemy  from  our 
borders,  or    by    negotiating    with    him.     Which 
method  does  the  Opposition  prefer  ?     It  cannot  be 
the  former,  because  they  withhold  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, so  far  as  they   can  do  so,  all  the  means 
of  effecting  it.     Is  it  the  latter  ?     Then  why  not 
come  out  with  a   candid   declaration  in  favor  of 
the  Russian  mediation — why  not  rejoice  that  an 
extraordinary  mission  is  despatched  to  St.  Peters- 
burgh?     And  yet   upon  this  subject  an  impene- 
trable silence  has  been  preserved  ;  no  sentence  of 
approbation  has  escaped  their  lips  ;  from  them  we 
have  not  heard  the  Emperor  of  Russia  applauded 
for  his  friendly   disposition  manifested  towards 
this  country,  by  interposing  his  kind  offices  be- 
tween the  two  nations.     Sir,  an  eternal  cry   of 
peace,  peace,  peace  !  is  kept  up,  while,  at  the 
same  time,   objection  after  objection,  difficulty 
after  difficulty,  obstacle  after  obstacle,  is  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  Government,  in  every  attempt 
made  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  terminalioo. 
Every  attempt  to  negotiate  is  treated  with  ridi- 
cule, and  every    means  of  carrying  on  the  war 
successfully  is  withheld,  so  far  as  they  can  effect 
it — and  these  are  the  friends  of  peace.     Can  gen- 
tlemen believe  that  the  American   people  are  to 
be  deceived  and  imposed  on  by  professions  which 
are  daily   contradicted    by  actions?     What  does 
this  extraordinary  conduct    mean  ?     For    some- 
thing must  be  meant  when  even  a  system  of  con- 
tradiction is  persisted  in  with  so  much  pertinacity 
and  zeal.     Will  gentlemen  compel   me  to  say, 
that  self-aggrandizement  is  the  object  and  aim  of 
many  who   practise   this  conduct?     That   war, 
protracted  and  disastrous, lingering  and  ruinous, 
is  the  secret  wish  of  no  small  poriioo  of  the  lead- 
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«?ni.'iir  that  party  which  cries  »o  loudly  for  peace; 
Wir-trbich  shall  involve  in  rum  the  Administra- 
»t(^a  that  declared  it,  and  which  shall  bring  into 
fiivtet  the  men  who  were  put  down  by  the  people 
tvft'^re  or  thirteen  years  ago. 

jSi-r,' I  felt  some  astonishment  to  hear  the  mem- 
btr/  l*r«»no  New  York,  (Mr.  Grosvenor,)  who  had 
DQle&c  in  this  House  when  war  was  declared, 
vrh^was  noi  even  in  this  city  at  that  time,  state 
wM'  »o  much  confidence  in  what  events  the  war 
w<.>i;ild  or  would  not  have  taken  place.  If  the 
public  documents  are  referred  to  it  will  be  seen, 
ihnt  the  impressment  of  our  seamen  was  consid- 
exi'4'^tkfi  a  principal  cause  of  the  war.  In  the  Ei- 
ecoi^iVe  Messages  of  that  session,  in  the  Reports 
of  th«  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  it  will 
b<>  «e(iQ  that  the  language  of  freemen  was  em- 
plo^eti,  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  being  deemed 
Kfiuie  Taluable  and  precious  than  his  property.  I 
yrtii  one  of  those  who  voted  for  the  war,  and 
ot;Q|ht  to  be  presumed  to  know  something  of  the 
tiljip-i^tis  and  sentiments  which  prevailed  at  thnt 
ti^%  and  yet  I  ieel  no  hesitation   in  saying,  that 


that  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Foster  did  not  under-  ' 
stand  the  meaning  of  the  words  actually  and  un- 
conditionally. What,  sir!  your  Secretary  of 
Slate,  who  has  visited,  in  the  character  of  an 
American  Minister,  nearly  half  the  Courts  of 
Europe — he  whose  literary  acquirements  have 
done  honor  to  this  nation,  not  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  common  English  words  actually 
and  unconditionally !  Mr.  Foster,  too.  the  ac- 
credited Minister  of  the '•  fast-anchored  Isle."  sent 
by  the  British  Government  upwards  of  three 
thousand  miles  to  negotiate  upon  delicate  and 
diflScult  points,  is  charged  with  the  like  ignorance. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  who  introduced  these  resolu- 
tions, (Mr.  Webster,)  if  he  has  ever  read  his 
namesake's  spelling-book,  (and  no  doubt  he  has.) 
can  readily  expound  them.  Even  a  schoolboy 
can  tell  you  their  meaning.  I  feel  no  great  soli- 
citude or  tenderness  about  the  reputation  of  the 
late  British  Minister,  but  surely  he  ought  not  to 
be  subject  to  this  imputation. 

In  one  idea  advanced  by  the  Opposition,  I  per- 
fectly concur:  if  the  Executive  had   received  a 


B<<  fain  can  pronounce  what  would  have  been  the    copy  of  the  French  decree  previous  to  the  decla- 
C({i<rse  pursued,  had  the  Orders  in  Council  been  '"  .........  .     ^ 

rcfK>kjed.  I  have  heard  many  members  say  they 
w?Hild  have  voted  for  the  war  had  the  Orders  in 
C^^iwil  been  previously  abandoned — I  have  heard 
oiitier*  say  they  would  not ;  and  yet  the  gentleman 
(ti>\n  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenor)  affects  to 
spr«>ak  with  great  confidence  and  precision  on  this 
stjbje-jt.  Tiiere  are  two  reasons  why  this  hono- 
nftJe  gentleman  should  have  been  less  confident 
iii  his  assertions.     In   the  first   place   he  was  not 

Ei(«!kent  when  the  war  was  declared  ;  in  the  second. 
t  belonged  to  the  Opposition,  and  would  not,  on 
C4ccoum.  have   been  so  freely  communicated 
■wjitfi'by  those  who  supported  it. 

{Sir,  I  wish  gentlemen  clearly  and  distinctly  to 
ai^swer  me  this  question — Will  they  give  up  the 
principle  of  impressment?  Will  they  suffer  the 
p^lty  oflScers  of  the  British  Naw  to  seize  at  their 
pSeasure  American  citizens,  force  them  into  a 
hi^eign  service,  and  compel  them  with  stripes  to 
ht  the  battles  of  the  enemy,  even  against  that 
e^uotry  whjch  gave  them  birth  ?  If  so,  let  it  be 
kftoiwD  to  the  people — let  it  be  proclaimed  to  this 
--''''  1  .   .  ..     ij^^  pj-  distinction 


ration  of  war,  and  had  withheld  it  from  the  Brit- 
ish Minister,  I  should  say  hedeserved  the  execra- 
tion of  his  country.  The  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  manifested  such  critical  skill  in  language 
might  have  drawn  its  character  in  terms  of  black- 
est import,  and  I  would  subscribe  to  it;  but  I 
know,  with  moral  certainty,  that  tiie  answer  of 
the  President  will  dissipate  every  idea  of  that 
kind — it  will  show,  that,  in  the  whole  of  this  trans- 
action, he  has  conducted  with  fairness  and  up- 
rightness, and  from  a  desire  to  prevent  a  conflict 

_     3 ,, , .__     between  this  and  any   other  nation.     Yes.  sir,  he 

tiv^C- 4CC0UUI.  have   been  so  freely  communicated  ,  has  acted  in   obedience    to    honorable  feelings,  to 

which  many  who  implicate  bim  are  entire  stran- 
gers. 

It  is  said,  that  formerly,  when  Mr.  Jackson  in- 
sulted this  Government,  there  was  great  solicitude 
manifested  to  resent  it.  Sir,  who  manifested  on 
that  occasion  a  disposition  to  maintain  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  this  nation  ?  I  answer,  this  side 
fi#ht  the   battles  of  the  enemy,  even  against  that  i  of  the  House.     At  the  same  time,  who  palliated. 

who  excused,  who  apologized  for  that  greatest  of 
outraies?  and  who  attempted,  finally,  to  justify 
it?  Why.  sir,  the  political  associates  of  these 
b.«  dr«wn  between  those  who  will  and  those  who  '  very  men  who  have  just  taken  the  honor  of  this 
XViU  not  subrfiit  to  this  tyranny  of ''the  mistress  of  Administration  into  their  keeping. 
tHe  »<«?."  Gj-ntleraen  have  indeed  said  that  ibey  The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Groavb- 
^U  not  fight  for   the  question   of  impressment.  |  nor)  says,  that  a  suspicion  prevails  among  many 

of  both  parties  ia  this  country,  that  French  influ- 
ence has  found  its  way  into  our  councils.  I  do 
believe,  that  among  the  prevailing  party,  the  great 
majority  of  the  nation,  there  are  none  who  sus- 
pect it.  In  the  Opposition.  I  am  satisfied  there 
are  a  few  who  have  been  so  far  misled  as  to  en- 
tertain such  a  suspicion  :  but  many  are  thejr  who 
speak  of  French  influence,  and  do  not  believe  it 
exists;  they  use  it  to  alarm  and  deceive  others. 
But  is  it  not  strange  that  the  very  party  which 
has  labored  to  excite  this  suspicion  should  now 
become  so  clamorous  to  put  it  down  ? 

Having  answered  all  the  observations  of  others 
whKh  are  deemed  material,  I  will  make  a  few  lo- 


B,'itoa  of  freomen — and  let  the 


Bjdt  will  they  surrender  it  ?  Will  they  yield  this 
p>Mtit  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain?  Will  they 
»4y;tl^at  the  slaves  of  George  the  Third  have  a 
r^hi  to  seize  and  drive  into  captivity  the  freemen 
of  th^  American  States?  I  demand  an  answer — 
j'itC'Ot  nay.  There  is  no  difliculty  in  understand- 
i^g'Jbe  question.  The  gentleman  from  New  York. 
(54|.  Grosvenor.)  id  advening  to  the  correspond- 
tpc'e  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Foster,  affects 
gfe'^t  difficulty  in  understanding  its  meaning.  I 
e^Dfiot  see  wherein  this  difficulty  lies — the  lan- 
g^a-^C  is  plain,  void  of  ambiguity,  conveying  dis- 
t|flQ(t  ideas,  in  clear  and  unequivocal  expressions. 
%hik  fame  geotlemau  has  the  modesty  to  tell  you 
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quiries  of  the  honorable  mover  of  these  resolu- 
tions (Mr.  Webster  )  He  certainly  best  knows 
the  objects  intended,  and  I  pray  him  to  answer 
for  himself  and  not"  by  proxy.  Is  it  his  object  to 
make  it  appear  that  the  Duke  of  Bassano  has  been 
guilty  of  falsehood  ?  If  that  shall  turn  out  to  be 
the  case,  what  then  ?  Will  he  make  it  a  ground 
of  going  to  war  against  France  ?  Great,  indeed, 
are  the  insults  and  injuries  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  the  French  Government,  and  much 
noise  has  the  Opposition  made  respecting  them; 
but,  sir,  when  my  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Mc- 
Kee)  offered  a  proposition  to  declare  war  against 
France,  did  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
this  House  vole  for  it  ?  To  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, three  of  them  voted  for  the  measure — a 
majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  the  proposition  were 
given  by  this  side  of  the  House.  He  will  not,  I 
apprehend,  say  that  he  will  go  to  war  with  France 
on  this  account.  Is  it  intended  to  predicate  any 
legislative  act  on  the  information  which  may  be 
received  from  the  Executive  ?  I  can  conceive  of 
DO  legislative  act  which  can  grow  out  of  it. 
What,  then,  do  gentlemen  mean  ?  What  can  be 
the  object  of  these  resolutions?  To  make  it  ap- 
pear that  France  has  acted  with  bad  faitb,  and 
yet  neither  go  to  war  nor  pass  any  legislative  act 
in  conse<juence  of  it?  I  can  see  but  one  thing 
which  gentlemen  can  promise  themselves  to  fol- 
low from  this  course  of  proceeding.  They  may 
hope  by  this  to  throw  new  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  Administration,  to  draw  off  the  attention  of 
the  people  from  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  para- 
lyze the  national  energies,  and  multiply  the  chan- 
ces of  getting  new  men  into  power.  If  this  be 
the  object,  the  gentleman  may  please  himself 
with  the  idea  of  having  labored  for  the  good  of 
his  country  ;  but  sure  I  am  that  the  country  can 
derive  no  benefit  from  such  a  course,  however 
great  his  labors  may  be. 

To  show  what  has  been  done  by  an  American 
Congress,  how  men  have  ceased  their  opposition, 
when  the  good  of  the  country  required  it,  I  know 
full  well,  sir,  would  avail  but  little.  But  on  this 
occasion,  we  may  profit  from  the  coaduct  of  the 
enemy:  he  has  set  an  example  well  worthy  of 
imitation.  Although  in  the  British  Parliament 
many  were  opposed  to  a  war  with  America  and 
all  those  measures  which  produced  it,  yet  when 
war  had  broken  out  they  threw  no  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  its  success  ;  they  voted  the  necessary  sup- 
plies, they  joined  in  the  resolution  to  carry  it  on 
with  vigor — for  they  recollected  that  England 
was  their  country  and  America  its  enemy.  If 
Buch  has  been  the  conduct  of  an  English  opposi- 
tion, what  ought  to  be  the  conduct  of  American 
Representatives?  If  the  slaves  of  a  despot  feel 
the  impulse  of  patriotism,  and  act  in  obedience  to 
its  mandates,  how  much  more  should  it  be  the 
case  in  this  land  of  liberty,  where  the  interest  of 
each  individual  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
welfare  of  the  Government,  and  where  every  cil- 
iien  is  his  own  master! 

Mr.  Shipherd  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.   Speaker,  after  the   very   able  manner  in 

nrhlch  the  subject  under  consideratioa  has  been 


discussed,  by  my  honorable  friends  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  I  cannot  hope  to  do  more  than  gle^a 
the  trifles  which  they  have  left  me. 

The  honorable  gentlemen  on  my  left  are  op- 
posed to  the  resolutions  before  the  House;  and  m 
order  the  more  effectually  to  combat  thera,  hare 
introduced  tonics  of  discussion  wholly  extrinsic 
and  foreign  from  the  proper  subject  of  debate. 
Sir,  in  my  opinion,  they  have  lost  sight  of  the 
question,  and  unnecessarily  drawn  into  dispute 
what  they  call  the  merits  of  the  war,  and  the  de- 
merits of  one  of  the  great  political  parties  of  this 
country. 

Why.  sir,  all  this  zealous  «3pposition  to  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions?  Do  they  fear  that 
a  disclosure  of  the  truth  may  injure  the  reputa- 
tion or  feelings  ot  the  President?  Do  they  fear, 
if  the  veil  should  be  rent  asunder,  which  has  so 
long  concealed  this  dark  and  mysterious  transac- 
tion, that  It  would  appear  to  us,  the  Americaa 
people,  and  the  world,  that  the  Executive  had 
been  a  traitor  to  the  dearest  interests  of  that  peo- 
ple, whose  mistaken  partiality  had  invested  hioti 
with  the  honorable  badges  of  exalted  office?  If 
they  do,  sir,  I  pity  their  timidity,  and  blush  for 
them  ;  but  I  hope  they  have  no  such  fears.  I  sio- 
cerely  hope  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  great 
and  once  honorable  nation,  has  not  sunk  to  such 
an  abominable  depth  of  corruption,  as  to  conceal 
a  public  document  of  such  importance  as  the  de- 
cree of  revocation  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811.  A 
document,  had  it  been  timely  promulged,  would 
have  promised  to  hush  the  bickerings  and  con- 
tentions between  us  and  Great  Britain,  to  pre- 
vent a  bloody  war,  to  have  enlivened  and  invigo- 
rated our  fainting  commerce,  and  restored  our 
long  lost  prosperity. 

It  really  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  the  gentlemen 
pay  your  President  a  very  ill  compliment  in  op- 
posing the  resolutions;  for.  should  they  succeed 
in  that  opposition,  some  might  say  that  he  and 
his  friends  dreaded  the  unmantling  the  truth; 
that  they  feared  to  see  it  stripped  naked. 

Sir.  I  submit  to  the  House,  to  the  gentlemen 
themselves,  upon  reflection,  the  question,  if  there 
would  not  be  good  cause  of  suspicion,  that  there 
had  been  an  improper  concealment  of  this  paper, 
should  the  resolutions  be  voted  down? 

I  have  ever  entertained  some  vulgar  notions, 
that  a  frank  and  prompt  disclosure  of  that  which 
was  proper  to  be  disclosed,  was  a  sort  of  pre- 
sumptive evidence  of  integrity.  And  that  an 
honest  man  would  not  wait  to  have  the  truth 
drawn  from  him  as  from  the  felon  under  exami- 
nation, but  would  volunteer  what  a  moral  and 
rlitical  obligation  required  him  to  make  public, 
have  supposed  a  certain  kind  of  mysterious 
shrinking  from  the  light,  in  public  officers,  in  re- 
lation to  official  conduct ;  a  rolling  up  in  shade 
and  secrecy  transactions  which  the  public  wishes 
loudly  demanded  to  be  explained,  was  no  very 
fair  earnest  of  future  good  faith  and  honest  deal- 
ing; or  any  very  satisfactory  proof  that  what 
had  been  done  must  necessarily  be  agreeable  to 
the  public  sense  of  what  ought  to  have  been  done. 
I  have  supposed,  sir,  that  the  honest  and  faith- 
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ful  ^igward  would  raiher  court  than  shun  ao  in- 
qviiy  iolo  his  stewardship;  aod,  fortified  with 
C9Q$c>ous  integrity,  would,  at  all  times,  be  ready 
io  <<x:hibii  his  accouots,  and  prove  himself  trust- 
■wotHhy  ;  and^more  ef.p>ecially,  when  suspicion  had 
bov^ced  ove4'  him  and  perched  upon  him.  I 
i^oulJ  really  think  he  would  b«  unwilling  to 
%ii\vn%ex  awajr,  year  after  year,  with  such  a  bird 
o(  priPy  devouring  his  reputation,  but  that  he 
v^ould  inatantly  arouse  himself,  and  with  manly 
tiid  heroic  dignity  drive  her  from  her  perch. 

>  Site,  when  the  resolution  of  1793,  which  has 
b^en  read  to  the  Committee,  was  under  consider- 
•Jion',  the  Federal  membersof  Congress,  who  were 
tien  [a  majority,  felr  no  such  fastidious  delicacy 
ffr  tlie  character  or  dignity  of  the  Great  Wash- 
i^gtdo;  no  prudery  then  was  betrayed  ;  no  alarm, 
Iksl  t^e  then  President  should  feel  himself  insult- 
ed ;  i)Ut  tha  Federalists,  to  a  man,  voted  for  the 
aOoption  of  the  resolution.     That  resolution  was 
dtikwn  by  ft  very  great  aod  ingenious  man  ;  it  be- 
af'falis  the  skill  of  its  author ;  and  it  is  too  evident 
t|:bei  doubled,  that  one  object,  at  least,  of  the  re- 
»^4oiion,  was  to  forward  the  interest  of  the  Derao- 
•ca^ti):  party.     For  that  reason  it  is  drawn  with 
'l^j  t^e  miouteness  of  interrogatory,  of  which  so 
'^at  a  legislator  and  politician  was  capable  ;  and 
^4^  t:he  resjluiioo  was  promptly  adopted,  and  as 
l)ii>n<ptly  answered. 

>jltilias  b^eo  supposed,  by  some  honorable  gen- 

4<^m£n  ov<ir  the  way,  that  really  the  official  dig- 

^^y  ;of  the  President  is  assailed  by  the  resolutions 

k^fore  us;  I  wish  some  of  the  gentlemen  had  coo- 

(|i(scfnded  to  show  in  what  respect,     if  there  hat: 

tt^/^en^aoy  altempt  to  prove  that  the  resolutions,  or 

'•frjy  pf  (he;n,  contain  any  such  mischievous  qual- 

iii,  •  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  hear ;  or 

-ij^ihear,  to  under»tand  the  force  of  the  reason- 

it-jg. ;  For,  so  far  from  hearing  any  argument  to 

,  tKlpp|Ort  th^  position,  I  do  not  know  that  any  gen- 

:  ({Trn^n  has  even  attempted  it.     As  I  understand 

ii  tKe  whole  consists  in  the  naked  assertion  that 

r{e  /act  is  so.     Could  I  be  convinced    that   the 

^^ntiemen  are  correct,  I  would  join  them  and  vote 

f  iwji   the  resolutions  at  once.     Sir,   I  beg  leave 

Hre  to  enter  my  protest  against   that  base,  ser- 

{ye,-anti-republicaa  creed,  which  places  any  of- 

fter  of  OUT  Government  io  that  infallible  and  ir- 

»ponsible  station  which  will  shut   the  doors  of 

)uiry  against  the  legislators  of  the  people.    We 

l^vtt  a  right  to  demand  of  the  President  informa- 

fpxx  on  subjects  which  are  inieresting  to  our  con- 

i(tttuents.     That  this  demand  should  be  made  in 

i!^p.fCtful  terms  I  admit;  but  in  vain    is   it  said. 

^at  the  President  is  too  high  to  be   inquired  of, 

^ii)d  particularly  inquired  of,  in  relation  to  those 

lyings  which  concero   bis  duty,  and   the  public 

lc(tr  rests. 

';Tiie  honorable  gentlemen  do  not  deny  this  in 
o^ijkive  terms  ;  but  if  they  do  not  mean  to  deny 
Axi  is  difficjli  to  understand  that  they  mean  any 
ifjiuj(j.  Si:,  what  do  the  resolutions  require?  That 
lije  ^lecuiive  should  inform  us  what  has  been 
^00?,  by  whom,  and  in  what  manner;  and  they 
tiso  require,  if  a  certain  state  of  things  exists, 
if  |te  he  Khali  inform  us  whether  the  French  Gov- 

slit 


ernmenl  have  explained  this  mysterious  affair; 
or  whether  he,  the  President,  has  ever  demanded 
that  explanation. 

The  resolutions  indicate  our  belief  that  there  is 
guilt  somewhere,  and  they  require  that  he  should 
inform  us  who  is  the  culprit.  If  tbese  can  with 
reason  offend  that  great  officer,  blot  them  out  of 
existence,  that  they  may  offend  no  more.  How- 
ever, if  gentlemen  will  insist  that  the  resolutions 
will  be  offensive  to  the  President,  I  am  constrain- 
ed (o  say,  they  never  can  offend  an  honest  man. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  has  admitted  that  there  is  guilt  some- 
where; either  that  the  decree  of  28th  April,  1811, 
was  concealed  in  the  French  Cabinet,  or  by  our 
President,  or  that  it  was  antedated. 

Now.  sir,  whether  the  one  or  the  other  of  the 
positions  be  true,  no  gentleman  will  venture  to 
assert,  is  immaterial.  I  fear  no  contradiction 
when  I  make  the  assertion  ;  for  such  a  contradic- 
tion would  be  of  so  rare  a  nature  that  few,  if  any, 
gentlemen  will  be  ambitious  first  to  introduce  it. 
It  would  be  saying,  at  least,  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  the  American  people,  whether 
their  Chief  Magistrate  has  been  dabbling  in  the 
pollutions  of  French  policy  and  French  intrigue. 
Whether  he  has  been  ignorant  of,  or  crimi- 
nally concealed,  a  document,  which,  if  it  bad 
been  disclosed  would  have  saved  him  from  suspi- 
cion, and  the  nation  from  the  horrors  uf  war. 

It  would  be  saying,  sir,  that  we  have  no  inter- 
est in  knowing  whether  Mr.  Ru»sell,  our  late 
Chargfe  d'Affaires  in  France,  performed  his  diplo- 
matic duty  with  integrity  or  not:  whether  he 
sold  his  country  for  Imperial  smiles,  or  guarded 
her  interests  with  scrupulous  vigilance. 

It  would  be  saying  that  it  was  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  us  whether  France  was  acting  with 
good  faith  in  her  correspondence  with  our  Gov- 
ernment, or  whether  we  were  made  the  dupe  of 
imposture.  Sir,  if  it  would  be  correct  to  say  all 
these  things,  then  I  admit  that  the  resolutions 
are  idle,  and  we  are  spending  our  time  in  vain  ; 
but  if  they  are  not  correct,  then  it  must  create 
some  surprise,  that  gentlemen  who  love  their 
country  with  such  amazing  and  exclusive  warmth 
of  affection,  who  discover  so  much  zeal  for  her 
honor,  should  oppose  with  a  spirit  bordering  on 
frenzy,  measures,  which  it  must  be  seen  are  calcu- 
lated to  favor  her  best  interests,  aud  heal  her 
wounded  honor. 

Sir,  I  consider  it  a  duty  we  owe  Mr.  Russell, 
the  Executive,  and  the  nation,  dili<jently  to  in- 
quire into  this  matter,  and,  if  possible,  to  fix  the 
guilt  and  odium  upon  the  right  man. 

if  Mr.  Russell  is  innocent  let  him  be  put  to  the 
lest,  and  acquitted  before  the  world.  If  the  Pres- 
ident is  innocent,  it  would  be  the  height  of  in- 
justice to  him  not  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
brush  off  the  suspicions  that  have  gathered  upon 
him.  If  either  or  both  of  these  gentlemen  are 
guilty,  we  wrong  our  country  if  wedonot  awake 
from  Us  slumbers  this  monster  of  sin.  If  the 
Emperor  of  France  is  guilty,  (and  really  I  can 
never  suppose  him  otherwise,)  a  becomes  highly 
interesting  that  the  world  should  know  the  fact. 
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that  they  should  know  how  mtjch  confidence  is 
to  be  reposed  in  the  Imperial  decrees  of  our  loving 
friend,  this  cut-throat  Emperor. 

Will  the  gentleman  !<ay  there  is  no  cause  of 
suspicion  against  the  President?  Sir,  I  cannot 
divest  myself  of  a  belief  that  all  is  not  right  in 
the  Cabinet  in  relation  to  this  affair.  And  Ihave 
been  led  to  believe  this,  from  a  variety  of  suspi- 
cious circumstances  which  have  been  thickening 
and  gathering  upon  my  mind  since  the  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  November  2,  1810, 
which  emphatically  declared  that  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  were  repealed. 

Was  this  proclamation  true?  No,  sir,  it  was 
false,  and  from  the  date  of  that  proclamation, 
until  the  promulgation  of  the  long-slumbering, 
repealing  decree,  purporting  to  bear  date  April 
28,  1811,  the  French  Emperor  particularly  charged 
upon  the  President  this  falsehood.  He,  the  Em- 
peror, after  the  date  of  that  proclamation,  and 
after  he  must  have  known  of  it,  declared  his  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan  to  be  a  part  of  the  laws 
of  his  Empire.  Not  only  so,  but  the  ocean  from 
time  to  time  was  illuminated  with  the  confla- 
gration of  our  vessels,  burned  avowedly  by  the 
authority  of  the  Emperor,  and  in  pursuance  of 
those  decrees  which  our  prophetic  Chief  Magis- 
trate had  declared  to  be  repealed.  Never  was 
falsehood  more  evident!  Mathematics  cannot 
produce  more  certain  demonstration. 

Sir,  I  do  not  mean  here  to  charge  upon  the 
President  wilful  and  corrupt  falsehood  ;  but  the 
least  that  can  be  said  is,  that  he  had  been  cheated, 
he  was  too  proud  to  acknowledge  it,  and  too 
much  ensnared  in  the  toils  of  his  mighty  friend 
to  demand  satisfaction. 

Has  this  strange  conduct  ever  been  explained? 
No.  Has  any  explanation  ever  been  demanded  ? 
No.  Has  ever  a  murmur  escaped  the  lips  of  the 
President?  If  it  has  the  nation  is  ignorant  of 
it.  It  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  while  he  was 
roaring  at  the  British  Government  like  a  lion, 
he  was  cooing  over  the  French  with  the  gentle- 
ness of  the  dove. 

From  France  he  could  be  told  that  the  Amer- 
ican Government  was  "without  honor,"  dec,  and 
receive  it  with  the  utmost  meekness  ;  when  from 
England  a  single  sentence,  (and  which  by  the 
by  no  person  could  ever  find,)  a  little  sharply 
composed,  set  the  whole  Cabinet  in  a  rage.  Sir, 
I  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  mankind  to  judije 
if  there  is  not  abundant  evidence  to  convince 
every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  equal  measure 
has  not  been  meted  to  the  two  belligerent  nations. 

If  our  Executive  had  drunken  of  the  cup  of 
Gallic  pollutions — had  become  intoxicated  with 
the  Circean  draught,  an  inducement  might  be 
found  for  the  concealment  of  this  repealing  de- 
•cree.  For  it  is  a  well-known  truth  that  the  Em- 
peror had  fixed  his  heart  upon  an  anticipated 
war  between  this  country  and  England  ;  so  much 
so,  that  in  the  ravings  of  his  frenzy  and  mad- 
ness, he  declared  it  for  us.  If,  then,  our  Admin- 
istration possessed  the  inclinations  which  have 
been  imputed  to  them,  what  could  be  more  natu- 
ral than  to  conceal  a  paper  which,  if  promulga- 


ted, would  hare  taken  away  every  pretext  for 
war.  A  paper,  made  and  laid  up,  with  the  same 
laudable  motives  that  fraudulent  deeds  are  made 
and  laid  up,  to  be  used  on  any  emergency  which 
might  require  their  production. 

Sir,  I  will  not  charge  any  misconduct  upon 
our  Administration  without  proof.  I  do  not  here 
mean  to  charge  them  with  anything  artfully 
committed  ;  but  I  do  mean  to  be  understood  that 
the  facts  before  the  American  people  are  strong 
evidence  upon  my  mind,  and  I  believe  upon  the 
minds  of  thousands,  that  there  is  much  in  our 
intercourse  with  France,  which  decisively  de- 
mands of  the  Executive  prompt  aad  unambigu- 
ous explanation — that  the  honor  of  the  nation, 
aod  the  honor  of  the  President,  loudly  demand 
it.  I  do  mean  to  say  that,  unless  this  explana- 
tion is  given,  we  have  a  right,  indeed  it  is  our 
duty,  to  withdraw  our  confidence  from  all  con- 
cerned in  the  transactions.  How,  sir,  can  gen- 
tlemen hang  their  confidence  upon  the  integritv 
of  the  Executive,  if  ultimately  no  reason  shall 
be  given  for  transactions  which  are  irresistible 
presumptions  to  the  candid  mind,  that  the  dear- 
est interests  of  our  country  have  been  made  sub- 
servient to  the  base  intrigues,  the  ambition  and 
malignant  passions,  of  the  greatest  monster  of 
depravity  that  ever  waded  to  a  throne  through 
blood  ? 

Sir,  the  President  has  been  charged  with  false- 
hood by  the  Emperor  of  France  ;  he  or  his  Min- 
isters have  been  charged  with  secreting — wick- 
edly secreting — a  very  important  document,  in 
the  disclosure  of  which  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try were  deeply  concerned;  and  if  he  has  done 
so,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grdndt) 
admits  "  he  ought  to  be  held  up  to  the  execration 
of  mankind,"  and  yet  say  some  gentlemen,  it  is  a 
matter  of  total  indifference  to  us  to  know  whe- 
ther these  charges  are  true  or  false. 

For  one,  I  never  can  be  reconciled  to  consider 
it  as  a  matter  of  indifference ;  and  I  entreat  gen- 
tlemen to  give  the  President  and  Mr.  Russell  an 
opportunity  to  deny  this  foul  charge,  and,  so  de- 
nied, the  nation  must  and  will  believe  them. 

Let  them  deny  it,  and  brand  the  infamous  false- 
hood upon  the  Duke  of  Bassano.  And  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  if  the  President  and  Mr.  Russell 
will  disavow  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  that 
Duke  to  our  Minister,  Mr.  Barlow,  they  will  be 
believed  ;  for  one,  I  would  believe  them,  in  pre- 
ference to  all  the  mushroom  Dukes  and  Emper- 
ors that  have  grown  into  power  in  that  Govern- 
ment, whose  least  vices  are  falsehood,  imposition, 
and  fraud. 

Thus,  sir.  I  have  shown  the  absolute  necessity 
of  a  speedy,  a  clear,  nnd  unequivocal  disclosure 
of  everything  in  relation  to  this  business,  as  far 
as  the  knowledge  of  the  Executive  may  extend. 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  make  some  remarks  in 
answer  to  the  gentlemen  on  my  left.  Few  must 
be  those  remarks,  for  I  already  feel  my  strength 
yielding  to  the  intense  heat  of  this  ball. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who 
has  just  sat  down,  (Mr.  Gbondt,)  stated  in  sub- 
stance, if  I  understood  him  correctly,  "that  there 
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w^x  1^  party  in  this  country,  who  neglected  to 
ai^ibe  AdtnioistraiioQ  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
Mf^tf  *°<*  ^^°  ^^^  placed  impediments  in  their 
w**;iwlio  had  refused  to  lend  their  money  ;  that 
sal k  ijien  were  guilty  of  moral  treason  ;  and  that 
sjoi  (jonduqt  was  as  criminal,  in  a  moral  point  of 
vitw.  ;as  to  laise  one's  hand  against  the  Govern- 

l^^e  gentleman  declared  that  he  did  not  mean 
attj'  gf  nilensan  on  this  floor.  For  his  courtesy  in 
thpc  respect,  I  thank  him.  But  while  I  do  so,  I 
mi$t  Inform  that  gentleman,  that  he  will  not  be 
oWigc(l  to  go  far  for  traitors,  if  his  definition  of 
correct. 

hesitate  to  acknowledge  myself  one  o^ 
IU}««  persons,  who,  from  the  beginning  until  this 
tiif  *,  nave  thought  the  war  to  be  of  a  description 
in  iw'hich  I  (jould  not  conscientiously  engage,  and 
th,  t  i?  was  my  duty  to  withhold  from  the  Ad- 
m  ijis^ration;  all  voluntary  assistance.  I  do  ac- 
ki  uwMge,  kir,  that  I  did  believe  the  war  to  be 
d»  lat^d  in  opposition  to  the  dictates  of  common 
pt'wdeoce,  wisdom,  humanity,  policy,  and  reli- 
gii)P  ;'and  I  do  acknowledge  that  I  still  continue 
ob?hesame  of  opinion  ;  I  do  sincerely  believe, 
tbkit  rjL  is  a  war  inexpedient,  and  ruinous  in  its 
c«tse<iuences;  and  to  shed  the  blood  of  our  peace- 
al^f,  unoffending  Canadian  neighbors,  in  such  a 
wjr,  aotwuhstandin»  the  legislative  drapery  in 
wStch  it  hai  been  dressed,  is,  to  adopt  the  honor- 
aKpkentleman's  owu  emphatical  phraseology,  in 
tlMe  who  think  as  I  do.  moral  murder.  In  me, 
sil|  il  would  certainly  be  such.  Therefore,  to 
b>^d.  every  man  with  the  odious  name  of  traitor, 
w^D  withholds  his  hands  from  being  crimsoned 
w,'ib  i«uman  blood — rvery  man  who  will  not  de- 
cliir?  bis  approbation  of  the  course  of  an  Admin- 
is{atti«on,  who,  with  their  mad  projects,  threaten 
fofila^k  with  ruin  a  country  once  prosperous  and 
JiiJwiy,  is  both  unjust  and  cruel.  But,  I  value  the 
i^jitoving  whispers  of  my  own  conscience,  and 

'     «j)nsoling  reflection  that  I  have  obeyed  the 
Imands  of  Him,  who  has  said,  "Thou  shalt 
kjll,"  far  above   the  commendation  of  that 
orable  gmileman,  and  a  world  full  of  others, 
ir\u>  ipay  think  as  he  does. 

}f  he  gentleman  (Mr.  Grdndy)  does  not  seem 
toi:^s;inguish,  with  very  great  accuracy,  between 
mt-ial'  and  legal  obligations ;  those  imposed  by 
cdvCj^nce.  and  those  by  law. 

J^  Ihe  first  case,  we  are  left  free  to  determine 
fo^imfselves;  in  the  latter,  we  have  no  will. 

ik  ttie  former,  I  will  obey  the  dictates  of  ray 
ja|!^n^ent,  my  moral  senses,  and  act  as  they  de- 
ciit ;  jn  the  latter,  I  yield,  I  obey.  Ask  me  to 
^M  tiood,  or  to  lend  my  money  as  a  price  for 
h^]^Q(^  I  refuse  ;  demand  of  me  a  tax  to  support 
yc4^  war,  atd  I  will  pay  without  hesitation.  In 
thT^oimer  case,  I  am  left  free,  and,  sir,  m  spite  of 
aDBih*|masthat  issue  from  the  lips  or  pens  of  the 
fritfid,*  of  t^is  war,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  that 
frltjdc^m,  to  withhold  every  possible  aid  from  a 
wii»  wicked  and  foolish  in  its  commencement, 
»mf  iMiwisely  protracted.  In  the  latter  case,  I 
bq'^  to  the  CoQililuiional  claims  of  my  country, 


however  indiscreetly  that  Constitutional  power 
may  have  been  exercised. 

If  I  and  my  party  are  traitors,  we  are  so  Coo- 
stitutionally,  and  not  only  Constitutionally,  but 
we  are  traitors  in  obeying  the  commands  of  God 
and  the  precepts  of  Christianity.  Strange  moral- 
ity  strange  treason  !  Whatever  afflictions  1  may 

be  called  to  suffer  in  this  world,  I  pray  Heaven  I 
never  may  be  cursed  by  a  union  to  a  party  who 
are  governed  by  such  a  set  of  principles  as  these. 

But,  who  are  the  men,  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tlenhan  would  call  moral  traitors?  They  are  the 
sons  of  those  fathers  who  first  planted  the  tree  of 
liberty  in  the  American  soil.  They  are  the  brave 
men,  who,  while  contending  for  independence, 
braved  the  contest  by  the  side  of  Washington. 
The  men  of  the  Eastern  and  Northern  Slates. 
The  very  men  whom  Washington  honored,  and 
Washington  loved,  are  in  this  enlightened  age 
branded  with  the  odious  names  of  traitors  and 
tories.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  distinctions  among 
the  States;  it  is  unnecesiary  for  my  argument, 
and  unpleasant ;  but  I  am  warranted  in  saying,  if 
these  which  are  the  friends  of  the  present  war 
bravely  resisted  British  opposition,  they  did  no 
more  than  those  who  are  in  principle  opposed  to 
the  war.  And,  sir,  I  will  say.  that  the  pnnciplea 
which  are  embraced  by  the  party  so  long  and  so 
cruelly  slandered,  are  the  same  pure,  sound,  or- 
thodox Whig  principles  which  so  much  distin- 
guished the  patriots  of  Seventy-Six.  And,  sir, 
should  these  men.  like  their  fathers,  ever  be  call- 
ed to  defend  their  liberties  against  an  enemy, 
from  whatever  part  of  the  world  it  may  come, 
that  enemy  will  learn  by  experience,  that  the 
sons,  as  well  as  their  sires,  are  neither  to  be  awed 
by  threats  nor  subdued  by  force.  That  ''liberty 
or  death"  is  the  Eastern  motto;  and  to  erase  that 
motto  belongs  not  to  their  slanderers,  wherever 
they  may  live. 

Sir,  having  disposed  of  the  gentleman's  moral 
treason,  let  us  inquire  from  whence  has  the  mo- 
ney come,  which  has  been  loaned  to  the  Govern- 
ment, to  carry  on  this  war  ?  Will  the  gentleman 
venture  to  say,  that  it  has  been  exclusively  drawn 
from  the  pockets  of  men  of  his  own  party  ? 

Will  he  deny    that  the    Federalists  own    the 

Principal  part  of  the  stock  of  the  two  last  loans  1 
refer  the  honorable  gentleman  to  the  books,  and 
I  think  he  will  be  satisfied,  that  his  own  patriotic 
iriends  have  not  furnished  the  Government  with 
all  the  money  that  has  been  loaned  fur  tnis  war  ; 
but  that  Federalists,  have  furnished,  to  say  the 
least,  the  greatest  part  of  it.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  search,  it  seems  to  me,  he  will 
find  a  most  treasonable  blank  near  the  name  of 
his  own  loyal  State ;  for,  if  my  recollection  does 
not  much  deceive  me,  the  Government  have  been 
fed  with  empty  profe*sions,  instead  of  the  more 
solid  and  useful  tokens  of  aifection,  from  a  certain 
Western  section  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  in  making  this  statement,  I  wish  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood,  as  bestowing  no  commenda- 
tion upon  Federalists,  who  have  labored  in  this 
Governmental  shaving-miU.  I  consider  that  they 
have  acted  incorrectly;  at  war  with  their  owik 
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principles.  For  it  cannot,  nor  need  not,  be  dis- 
sembled that  the  Federalists  are  universally  op- 
posed to  the  war;  they  deem  it  an  unjustifiable 
and  ruinous  one,  that  it  has  been  hatched  in  the 
fermented  hot-bed  of  party  prejudice.  The  man, 
therefore,  who  holds  such  language  and  entertains 
such  opinions,  and  will,  to  gratify  his  avarice, 
lend  his  money  to  promote  an  object  which  he 
condemns  as  unwarranted,  is  guilty,  in  my  opin- 
ion, of  a  censurable  inconsistency  ;  and  should 
he  lose  that  money,  so  unworthily  loaned,  it 
ought  not,  and,  in  me.  it  would  not,  excite  any 
unea»'iness  on  account  of  his  loss. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Grunoy)  "  if  the  repealing  decree  had  been  dis- 
'  closed  at  its  date,  it  would  not  have  prevented 
'  the  war,  even  if  the  Orders  in  Council  had  been 

•  repealed."  And  he  seemed  to  be  surprised  at 
the  temerity  of  my  honorable  colUague.  (.Mr. 
Qrosvenob.)  who  asserted  to  the  contrary:  "  Es- 
'  pecially.  as  my  honorable  colleague  and  his  party 
'  were  wholly    ignorant  of  the  secret  views  of 

•  the  Adniiniitration,  while  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
'  Grunoy)  and  his  party  were  admitted  to  a  par- 
'  ticipation  of  those  views." 

In  the  first  place,  I  feel  no  disposition  to  deny 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grunoy)  and 
his  political  friends  are  favored  with  the  smiles 
and  secret  opinions  of  His  Majesty,  the  Presi- 
dent; and  that  they  are  honored  with  a  familiar 
intercourse  with  that  Nestor,  the  Vice  President; 
and  that  the  whole  Executive  Cabinet  is  open  to 
them.  And,  sir.  I  have  no  inclination  to  deny 
what  I  am  confident  is  true — that  the  whole  Fed- 
eral party  are  shut  out  from  those  gracious  privi- 
leges. 

And.  sir,  there  is  another  truth  that  I  have  no 
disposition  to  deny,  which  is,  that  that  republican 
Government  is  in  jeopardy,  tottering  to  its  fall, 
whose  Chief  Magistrate  has  official  secrets  for 
one.  and  not  for  the  other  part  of  its  Legislators. 
And,  sir,  I  loathe  and  detest  those  midnight  con- 
sultations and  intrigues  which  are  to  favor  the 
interests  and  resentments  of  one  part  of  the  na- 
tion at  the  expense  of  the  happiness  and  interests 
of  the  other. 

If  gentlemen  wish  to  know  what  induces  me 
to  believe  that  the  war  would  not  have  been  de- 
clared, if  the  repealing  decree  had  been  timely 
promulged.  (and  I  presume  the  same  reason  in- 
duced my  honorable  colleague  to  think  so.)  I  can 
very  readily  inform  them.  Had  this  decree  been 
communicated  to  the  British  Government  in 
time,  that  Government  would  have  repealed  the 
Orders  in  Council.  Gentlemen  may  talk  as  much 
as  they  please  of  the  declarations  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  the  inference  from  what  has  been  done 
is  irresistible,  upon  every  unprejudiced  mind,  to 
prove  what  would  have  been  done.  Sir.  no  truth 
IS  more  certain  than  that  those  orders  were  re- 
pealed after  the  receipt  of  the  repealing  decree 
with  as  much  promptness  as  the  slate  of  the 
British  Cabinet  would  permit.  And  they  veri- 
fied, by  a  ready  example,  all  their  professions  of 
a  disposition  to  maintain  a  good  understanding 
between  their  Government  and  the  United  States. 


In  Taio,  then,  do  gentlemen  tell  us  of  the  length 
of  time  which  elapsed  between  the  communica- 
tion of  the  repealing  decree  and  the  repealing  of 
the  Orders  in  Council;  no  honest,  sensible  man, 
will  venture  to  deny  that,  in  this  instance,  the 
British  Cabinet  acted  with  good  faith,  and  with 
a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  peace  between  the 
two  countries. 

The  conclusion  from  these  premises  can  be 
only  one,  and  that  is.  that  had  the  repealing  de- 
cree been,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  disclosed  sea- 
sonably to  the  British  Cabinet,  their  Orders  in 
Council  would  have  been  repealed  ;  and  we  now 
should,  instead  of  suff'ering  the  curses  of  this 
abominable  war.  have  been  enjoying  the  blessings 
of  peace. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  asserted,  that  "if  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
'  cil  had  been  repealed,  yet  we  should  have  had 
'  war.  The  impressment  of  our  seamen  was  a 
'  sufficient  cause,  and  for  that  would  they  have 
'  declared  it."  Now,  sir,  much  as  I  respect  that 
gentleman's  talents  and  integrity,  in  this  instance 
1  must  believe  he  is  mistaken.  For  I  will  not 
believe  that  the  Administration  would  have  beea 
given  up  to  such  fatal  infatuation,  such  a  bewil- 
dering, deadly  TTMinia.  that  they  would  have  beea 
so  incurably  mad  as  to  have  plunged  this  natioQ 
into  a  war  on  a  point,  in  principle,  the  most  in- 
considerable in  controversy,  without  making  one 
more  effort,  at  least,  to  an  amicable  adjustment 
of  differences. 

I  could  not  believe,  if  the  melancholy  fact  was 
not  in  my  view,  that  we  should  have  been  hur- 
ried into  this  war  without  preparation,  andj  of 
course,  to  loiter  away  month  after  month,  with- 
out being  able  to  commence  any  eflficient  opera- 
tions. 

Sir.  I  did  believe  that  a  candid,  prudent  ruler 
of  the  nation,  that  a  wise  Legislature,  who  re- 
garded their  country's  happiness,  would  have 
paused  before  they  made  a  desperate,  frantic 
plunge  into  an  abyss  from  which  it  might  require 
an  age  to  be  retrieved.  I  did  suppose  that  our 
Administration  would  have  stopped  and  cooled 
before  they  emptied  a  whole  vial  of  wrath  upoa 
our  heads.  And  I  still  must  believe,  if  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  had  been  repealed  before  the  dec- 
laration of  war.  the  Government  would  not  have 
declared  it,  for  a  mere  principle  in  theory,  which 
unquestionably  might  have  been  accommodated 
upon  fair  and  equitable  grounds.  But,  sir,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  (.Mr.  Calhoun)  is  right,  we 
are  mistaken;  if  so,  we  err  in  judging  too  favor- 
ably of  the  Administration,  both  of  head  and 
heart;  we  err  in  supposing  that  they  were  wise 
enough  to  shun  the  precipice  down  which  they 
have  fallen,  and  sufficiently  honest  and  prudent 
not  to  barter  away  the  interest,  the  wealth,  the 
peace,  the  blood,  and  independence  of  this  once 
great  and  highly  favored  nation,  for  a  toy — a  but- 
terfly. 

In  this  respect,  and  for  this  cause,  we  have 
erred,  and  are  entitled  to  forgiveness.  If  we  have 
thought  more  favorably  of  those  who  declared 
the  war  than  the  gentlemen  are  willing  to  admit 
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th(eV  deserve,  we   will    yield    to    their   superior 
kAiwledge  of  the  subject,  and  confess  ouraelres 


H- 


jQnp  thing,  sir,  I  ought  to  say:  if  the  dictates 
oftf  oi*itnoD  i^ense,  and  the  experieDce  of  mankind, 
Wi3  MOt  enable  us  to  judge  what  course  the  Ad- 
DQiifiistration  would  have  steered,  theconsequentes 
of.  |ho  war  show  most  conclusively  what  course 
thi?V  Qught  to  have  steered.  For,  what  but  de- 
(ekl  aod  disgrace  have  we  experienced  in  ail  our 
attijm^ts  to  conquer  the  Canadas?  Except  the 
liyte  advantages  we  have  recently  gained,  the 
yr'fij  ^as  been  one  continued  series  of  abortive 
^tllmpts  at  Victory;  and,  before  this  honorable 
Htxjs>;  and  my  country,  I  venture  to  prophesy, 
Xbcm  for  even  these  successes,  we  shall  be  com- 
p^Ued  to  pay,  with  severe  interest.  Depend  upon 
itJtir,  with  such  an  army,  visited  with  the  dread- 
fiSi!  retributions  which  sooner  or  later  blast  and 
w|»her  that  Government  which  dares  to  tnock 
Oinnijpotence  by  violating  the  laws  of  God,  and 
traiopUng  under  foot  humanity,  I  say,  sir,  with 
stic^  in  army,  enfeebled  with  sickness,  and  with 
at^>irit  broken,  ambition  quenched  by  poverty 
zAA  nakedness;  cudgelled  and  abused  by  the 
b«<'{rdiess,  up'start  subalterns,  whose  nod  the  sol- 
dtif  piust  obey;  and  with  such  a  man  at  the 
h^^d  of  that  army,  the  idea  of  reducing  the  Can- 
a^^s  fS  as  romantic  as  the  conquest  of  giants  was 
ii;\hf  hero  of  La  Mancha. 

;lilr,  Gasto."*  said,  that  when  he  entered  the 
R>}u$i;  that  morning,  he  had  no  expectation  of 
t^^in^  a  parti  in  this  debate.  He  was  perfectly 
c^ijsc^ous  of  the  disadvantages  under  which  he 
ii]tL>3t  appear,  in  attempting,  without  the  benefit 
o^Jor*vious  reflection,  an  examination  of  the  ar- 
gttKiest  contained  in  the  extraordinary  harangue 
oljithf  gentleman  from  Tennessee;  an  harangue 
ev^enily  studied  and  elaborate.  But  as  the  ques- 
lij>»i  l^d  been  called  for;  as  no  other  gentleman 
'  ifd  disposed  to  occupy  the  floor;  and  as  part 
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oi||th^t  argument  demanded  notice,  he  felt  it  his 
d^jy  »o  claim  the  attention  of  the  Chair  for  a  few 
nokJuKes.  However  unequal  the  contest,  yet  in 
th,Jc^use  of  truth,  and  of  the  best  interests  of  his 
C(fr|ntfy,  be  could  not  hesitate  to  engage  in  it. 
Pfcvided  those  were  advanced,  he  was  little  so- 
li^^oiis  as  tu  the  light  lu  which  he  might  appear. 

('/h^  geniteman  had  occupied  no  inconsiderable 
p(|»ioli  of  the  time  of  the  House,  with  invectives 
aJ<^n»t  those  who  had  discouraged  loans  and  en- 
liyjneiqts.  To  the  part  of  the  country,  said  Mr. 
Gr.vwbich  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  such  in- 
▼liiiives  are  without  the  possibility  of  application. 
Vf  jth  us  loans  and  »>nlistments  have  been  con- 
ts  purely  voluntary,  in  which  every 
las  been  left  free  to  pursue  his  incli- 
-deed,  in  these  days  of  distress,  few  of 
ul^a'i^e  been  able  to  lend,  and  the  temptations  to 
ei»jstment  Lave  not  been  strong  enough  to  carry 
olj'inany  beside  those  whom  all  are  willing  to 
paic  with. 

^i'h£  gendeman  has  also  indulged  himself  in 
icj^nuationj,  where  more  seemed  meant  than  met 
tl.;'eair,  of  a  disposition  to  take  the  part  of  Great 
B|.ta>D,  and  of  prepossessions  in  favor  of  the  ene- 


my. These,  he  has  indeed  said,  were  not  design- 
ed to  apply  to  any  gentleman  occupying  a  seat 
on  thi»  floor.  My  experience,  sir,  has  ^en  too 
limited  to  enable  me  to  ascertain  whether  I  owe 
this  exemption  to  the  gentleman's  sense  of  jus- 
tice, or  whether  I  am  to  consider  it  as  a  mere 
form  of  parliamentary  decorum.  In  this  stale  of 
doubt,  as  to  the  precise  meaning  of  the  gentleman, 
I  will  content  myself  with  saying,  that  any 
charge  of  partiality  to  the  cause  of  the  enemy,  as 
contrasted  with  that  of  my  country,  so  far  as  re- 
gards me,  would  be  utterly  untrue.  The  bare  sup- 
position of  it  is  intolerable.  It  will  not  be  deem- 
ed egotism,  I  trust,  to  add,  that  baptized  an  Ame- 
rican in  the  blood  of  a  martyred  father ;  bound  to 
my  native  land  by  every  moral  and  natural  tie 
that  can  fasten  on  the  heurt  of  man  ;  with  not  one 
motive  of  interest,  of  passion,  or  prejudice,  to  se- 
duce the  loyalty  of  my  aflections  ;  nevtr  can  I  se- 
parate myself  from  the  cause  of  my  country,  how- 
ever that  cause  may  have  been  betrayed  by  those 
to  whose  care  it  was  confided. 

Without  commenting  on  the  delicacy  of  the 
course  which  the  gentleman  has  in  this  respect 
pursued,  its  art  and  address  are  suflicienlly  ob- 
vious. It  reminds  me  of  the  mode  of  escape 
which  naturalists  inform  us  is  observed  by  the 
cuttle  fish  in  time  of  peril.  When  his  adversary 
is  fast  gaining  upon  him,  and  destruction  seems 
inevitable,  he  muddies  the  water  through  which 
he  glide*,  and  finds  saftfty  in  confusion.  Thus  it 
is  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  would 
escape  from  this  discussion;  he  would  elude  the 
inquiry,  how  far  we  owe  this  war  to  French  im- 
position, by  raising  a  tumult  about  British  predi- 
lections and  British  arguments.  But  the  strata- 
gem cannot  take.  No  gentleman  will  sufler  him- 
self to  be  diverted  from  the  investigation  which 
these  resolutions  fairly  suggest ;  and  such  inquiry, 
deliberately  pursued,  must  terminate  in  the  dis- 
covery of  the  necessary,  though  melancholy  truth. 

Mr.  G.  remarked,  that  whatever  might  be  the 
issue  of  the  resolutions,  he  cordially  congratulated 
the  nation  that  they  had  been  introduced.  It  was 
due  to  the  national  honor,  always  involved  in  the 
honor  of  the  national  agents — and  it  was  due  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country,  that  the  mystery 
which  enveloped  this  subject  should  be  dissi- 
pated. 

A  formal  authentic  decree  of  the  Government 
of  France,  bearing  date  the  2Sih  of  April.  1811, 
and  purporting  to  be  an  absolute  retraction  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  was  exhibited  by  that 
Government  to  our  representative  Mr.  Barlow 
in  May,  1812.  On  his  expressing  surprise  at  the 
decree,  and  its  ancient  date,  the  French  Minister 
assured  him  that  this  decree  had  been  communi- 
cated to  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Russell,  and  had 
been  sent  on  to  the  French  Ambassador  at  Wash- 
ington, with  orders  to  lay  it  before  the  President. 
This  information  from  Mr. Barlow  was  given  to  this 
House  at  the  close  of  its  last  session,  in  consequence 
of  a  call  on  the  President  for  intelligence  about  our 
relations  with  France;  and  it  came  without  any 
explanation,  comment,  or  denial.  On  all  hands  it 
must  be  admitted,  that  a  shameful  fraud  has  beea 
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somewhere  perpetrated.  The  reputation  of  the 
nation  demanded  that  this  fraud  should  be  placed 
to  the  account  of  those  who  had  committed  it. 
Upon  this  imposture  he,  in  his  conscience,  be- 
lieved the  war  had  turned.  Nothing  can  be  more 
important  to  the  future  safety  of  the  people,  than 
to  learn  how  and  whence  this  calamity  had  be- 
fallen them.  Mr.  G.  declared  himself  also,  highly 
gratified  with  the  liberal  and  manly  course  which 
had  been  pursued  by  tlie  mover  of  these  resolu- 
tions, and  his  honorable  as.^ociates.  The  resolu- 
tions had  not  been  introduced  at  an  early  day  af- 
ter the  kes.sion,  because  of  the  wish  that  an  op- 
portunity would  be  taken  or  made,  by  the  Ad- 
ministration or  its  friends,  to  give  the  desired  in- 


to conceal  them.  This  investigation,  it  has  been 
justly  urged,  is  demanded  by  a  regard  for  the 
character  of  our  Government  in  the  estimation 
of  our  own  citizens,  and  of  the  world.  In  answer 
to  this  we  are  told  its  character  needs  no  pro- 
tection, it  is  too  pure,  too  unsullied  to  be  affected 
by  any  charge.  Sir,  this  it  the  language  of  rash, 
Idind  confidence!  A  most  important  decree  of 
the  French  Government,  vitally  affecting  the 
commerce,  the  peace,  the  independence,  of  this 
nation,  is  hidden  from  the  Legislature  and  from 
the  world,  for  more  than  twelve  months  after  its 
date.  Our  Ambassador  requires  the  cause  of  this 
concealment,  and  he  is  told  by  the  official  organ 
of  the  Government  of  France,  in  substance,  that 


telligence   without  a  call  from  this  side  of  the  j  there  has  been  no  concealment  on  their  part ;  but 
House.      It  was  notorious  that  the  public  voice  i  that  the  suppression  has  in  fact  been  on  the  part 


demanded  a  communication.    A  general  curiosity 
pervaded  the  country  to  learn   how  it  was  that 
this  decree  of  28th  April,  1811.  had  remained  un- 
known here  until  after  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
unknown  in  England  until  a  was  too   late,  by  a 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  to  prevent  a  war. 
The  public  sensibility  was  alive  in  requiring  full 
assurance  that  the  charge  of  the  fraudulent  con- 
cealment   of   this    decree — a    charge    which   the 
French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  had  advanced 
against  our  Government  and  its  agents,  was  not 
true.     Under    these    circumstances    it    had   been 
hoped  that  the   task  of  seeking  this  information 
would  not  be  thrown  on  those  who, although  they 
would  yield  to  none  in  regard  for  the  honor  of  the 
nation,  or  for  the  honor  of  its  Government,  as  such 
could  not  be  presumed  to  feel  a  very  intense  in- 
terest in  the  personal  reputation  of  those  who  ad- 
ministered its  affairs.     Mr.  G.  declared,  that   for 
one  he  had  indulged   this  hope,  and  had  openly 
expressed  it  to  gentlemen  attached  to  the  Admin- 
istration.    It  was  not  until  time  had  shown  that 
nothing  would  be  done  from  that  quarter,  that  the 
resolutions  in  question  were  presented.    The  same 
liberal  motives  which  had  delayed  their  introduc- 
tion, governed  in  the  course  which  had  been  af- 
terwards pursued.     Day  after  day  was  given   be- 
fore  the   motion   was    called    up,    that    all    who 
doubted  might  examine  into  its  propriety.     And 
when  the  attention  of  the  House  was  at  length 
claimed  to  this  subject,  all  discussion  was  pur- 
posely forborne  on  the  part  of  the  mover  and  his 
associates,  (under  the  presumption  that  a  mere 
call  for  information  would  not  be  resisted,)  until 
such  discussion  had  been  rendered  unavoidable, 
by  the  invitaiion  and  defiance  of  its  opponents. 
Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  a  minority,  Mr.  G. 
believed,  was  not  often  witnessed.      It  evinced  a 
magnanimity  which  he  was  proud  to  behold,  and 
which    augured    well    to    themselves   and    their 
country. 

It  was   far   from  Mr.  G's  intention  to  travel 


of  our   Executive,  or  his  agent.     This  charge  of 
fraud  is  stated  explicitly  in  the  corresj>ondence  of 
Mr.    Barlow.     If  this  accusation  be  in  no  way 
repelled,  what  inference  will  be  drawn  from  the 
uninterrupted  silence  of  the  accused?     Sir,  your 
own  citizens  must  doubt,  and  foreign  countries 
will    more   than   doubt,  about    the    truth  of  the 
charge.     It   is  not  yet,  I   hope,  a  maxim  of  our 
Government  that  ''the  King  can  do  no  wrong." 
There  is  no  officer  known  to  our  Constitution 
and  laws  who  is  to  be  presumed    incapable  of. 
misconduct.     When  an  imputntion  of  foul  crime 
IS  brought  against  any  of  them,  and  from  an  ac- 
cuser o?  high  rank,  according  to   the  usages  of 
nations,  it  is  emphatically  due  to  bis  country  that 
the   charge  should    be    repelled.     A    dispositioa 
without  cause  to  suspect  public  men  of  criminal 
conduct,  and  to  swallow  with  credulity  all  that 
can    be  alleged  against  them,  is  indeed  ungene- 
rous and  illiberal.     But  the  opposite  extreme,  a 
determination  to  believe  everything  right  whicli 
is  connected  with  authority,  and  to  applaud  with- 
out examination  all  that  has  been  or  may  be  done 
by  the  "  powers  that  be,"  is  the  characteristic  of 
servility  and  folly.     Of  this  temper  it  has  beea 
truly  said,  that  "  it  is  the  screen  by  which  power 
'  is  concealed  in  its  gradual  progress  to  despotism, 
'  its  most  dangerous,  if  not  its  only  dangerous 
'  approach.    And  even  when  nothing  worse  than 
'  imbecility  wields  the  reins,  it  is  by  this  it  is  up- 
'  held  in  lU  course  from  blunder  to  blunder,  until 
'  it  converts  national  misfortunes  into  national 
'  ruin." 

A  position,  said  Mr.  G..  has  been  taken  by  the 
friends  of  the  proposed  resolutions,  which  has 
given  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  advocates  of  the 
Adminisiration,  and  against  which  all  the  force 
of  assertion  and  of  argument  has  been  directed. 
No  proposition  can  be  more  completely  establish- 
ed. It  is  supported  by  evidence  little  short  of 
demonstration.  The  proposition  is  this,  that  bad 
the   French  repealing  decree  of  the  28th  April, 


over  the  ground  which  had  been  occupied  by  his  I  1811,  been  promulgated  at  the  time  of  its  date,  or 
friends  who  preceded  him,  and  especially  by  the  i  at  any  time  before  the  fatal  resolution  had  been 
honorable  gentlemen  from  New  York,  who  had  I  taken,  to  plunge  this  once  happy  country  into. 


addressed  the  House  yesterday.  While  the  im 
pressions  of  their  manly  footsteps  might  yet  be 
seen,  he  should  be  satisfied  with  removing  the 
obstructions  with  which  it  had  been  alietnpted 


war 


It  would  have  averted  this  dire  calamity. 
Gentlemen  in  vain  attempt  to  put  this  question 
to  rest,  in  vain  forbid  this  position  to  be  taken 
It  IS  taken,  and  it  will  be  maintained  with  all  the 
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cy  of  right,  in  the  face  of  the  natioo,  and 
ance  of  every  effort  that  can  be  used  to  ex- 


4 

'^ 

pw. — , 

i^t  ite  not  ruy  design  to  proceed  step  by  step 
th^fUtfh  all  the  documents  which  are  supposed  to 
bf^topnecte  i  with  this  subject.  P''ew  employ- 
m^)i!i^  can  be  ruore  stale,  flat,  and  unprofitable, 
ei^rfrto  ih--'  speaker  or  to  the  hearer.  Indeed, 
silt  jtiawever  it  may  be  with  others,  I  am  weary 
oUtoc-uments.  They  are  so  multiplied  as  to  in- 
TC^Je  every  object  in  obscurity,  and  to  afford  to 
e?|jy  oian.  who  knows  how  to  wrest  a  sentence 
frcMi  Its  plain  meaning,  a  text  on  which  to  preach 
a  t|)li(ical  .-(V'nion,  according  to  his  own  fancy. 
I  ih  ifick  0!  Ihese  documents,  because  their  pe- 
rdLal  !too  plainly  shows,  what  is  not  unfrequeni 
injfjrrvate  controversies,  that  we  have  been 
wi  «tea  into  a  war.  But  it  is  necessary  to  take 
a  ()(piA  con:prehensive  view  of  the  state  of  our 
fotSYgi  relanons,  and  of  our  course  of  policy  in 
ref>;»rd'to  there,  for  a  few  years  before  the  date  of 
th4^ suppressed  decree.  This  will  enable  us  to 
ast^tain  the  effect  which  its  promulgation  would 
baff  produoeJ. 

•Jiih<<  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  permanent 
paf^  qf  a  gigantic  system,  invented  by  Napoleon 
foKihe  destruction  of  his  adversary.  The  avowed 
ob]i  ct  of  this  system  was  to  establish  a  code  of 
m?i  itime  laws,  in  support  of  which  every  com- 
m^'  ;ial  nation  was  to  be  arrayed  in  a  confede- 
raii  ,  whereof  he  was  to  be  the  Protector,  Legis- 
late ,  and  Judge.  Of  this  code  the  elementary 
prf(  ciples  were,  that  (he  neutral  flag  should  pro- 
te<^  al!  that  .t  covered;  that  arm«and  munitions 
of  {a  ar  should  alone  bo  deemed  contraband  ;  that 
for'.»dexi  places  could  alone  be  blockaded  ;  and 
tbci  '  no  blockade  was  effectual  which  was  not 
aU.ja  ».iege.  Great  Britain  was  to  be  deemed  an 
en^i -ly  of  the  human  race,  and  cut  off  from  human 
inirtcdurse,  until  she  acknowledged  the  new 
Na|j-;jl^on  code.  The  nation  that  declined  to  ac- 
cetftj  to  this  confederacy,  was  viewed  as  the  ally 
of  lyitain,  and  subjected  to  the  most  rigorous  and 
ba.*iflrt)us  usages  of  war.  Her  ships  we^e  burnt 
le  ocean,  and  confiscated  in  port ;  her  prop- 
plundfred  wherever  found;  her  citizens 
prisoners,  and  her  territories  invaded, 
litain  refused  to  acknowledge  this  code  ;  and, 
prc^rssing  to  retaliate  on  France  the  consequences 
of  ipr  own  insolence,  issued  orders  prohibiting 
neijiiral  intercourse  with  a  part  of  the  French  do- 
minion? so  long  as  France  enforced  these  mon- 
str>'i|s  uecrees.  These  she  proudly  declared  should 
las||while  the  decrees  lasted.  In  the  revocation 
of  l.^ena  she  would  proceed  step  by  step  with  the 
rej^^l  of  the  decrees.  It  is  foreign  from  my 
pr»*|'n'  purpose  to  inquire  how  far  the  retaliatory 
pltt^had  any  foundation;  or  if  founded,  whether 
it  "^jfTii  in  justification,  or  mitigation  only,  of  the 
atti^^k  on  neutral  rights.  What  was  the  ground 
tal^ji  by  our  Government  ?  On  this  point  there 
caifjot  be  mistake.  The  celebrated  report  of  the 
CoJjmittee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  of  November,  1808, 
un*4e^ionabiy  approved  by  the  Elxecutive,  and 
byni)ifci  branches  of  the  Legislature,  for  on  it  was 
foifrtded  the  law  of  non-intercourse  with  France 


and  Britain,  shows  it  fully.     France  and  Britain 
were  viewed  as  equal  aggressors  on   our  rights. 
The  wrongs  of  both  must  be  resented,  and  equally- 
resented,  or  the  wrongs  of  neither.    Any  measure 
of  hostility  against  one,  either    through   the  me- 
dium  of  commercial  or  of  actual   warfare,  not 
levelled  also  at  the  other,  was  pronounced  to  be 
submission.     I  do  not  say  that  the  ground  taken 
was  correct.     On  the  contrary,  I  am  convinced 
that  it  was  false  in  fact,  and  erroneous  in  princi- 
ple.    But  it  was  the  ground  deliberately  taken  by 
the  concurrent  voice  of  every  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernraent,  solemnly  proclaimed  to  the  world  as  the 
true  American  ground,  and   which,  in    theory  at 
lea«t,  has  never  yet  been  abandoned.     The  act  of 
May,  1810,  was   ao   explicit  re-asseriion   of  the 
principles  of  the  report  of  1808.     It  refused  to  re- 
sent immediately  the  wrongs  of  either  belligerent 
but  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Legislature,  (an  idle 
rash,    unconstitutional   pledge  !)   to    become    the 
enemy  of  that  one  which  should  persist  in  injus- 
tice, after  the  other  should  have  returned  from 
the   evil  of   her   ways.     If  either  should   cease 
from    the  violation  of  our  neutral  rights,  and,  on 
three  months'  notice  of  the  fact,  her  rival  enemy 
should  refuse  to  imitate  the  praiseworthy  exam- 
pie,  then  by  au  interdiction  of  all  trade  with  her 
ports,  or  in  her  productions,  the  obstinate  foe  was 
to  be  punished.     This  law  afforded  a  fit  oppor- 
tunity for   F'rench  jusrgiing.     The  famous  letter 
of  the  5th  of  August,  1810,  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore, 
purported    to   be   founded   upon   it.      This   letter 
announced  a  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  which  were  to  cease  to  have  effect  on  the 
first   day   of  November   following,  upon  one   or 
the  other  of  two   conditions — a  renunciation   by 
Britain  of  her  maritime  doctrines,  '•  her  principles 
of  blockade;"  or  an    enforcement    by   America 
against  Britain  of  the  interdiction  of  intercourse. 
This  eijuivocal    promise  was    pronounced    by 
our  Executive  an  actual  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
decrees;   and   Britain   was  demanded,  upon  the 
tact  of  such  repeal,  to  comply  with    her  engage- 
ment, to  revoke  her  orders  alleged  to  be  retalia- 
tory.   This  demand  was  resisted  upon  the  ground, 
that    the  latter,   instead  of  repealing,  re-atfirmed 
the  decrees,  the  sole  objects  of  which  were  to  com- 
pel Britain  to  renounce  her  maritime  rights,  or 
neutral  nations  to  withhold  communication  from 
her.     Facts  were  asserted,  and  brought  forth  on 
each  side,  in  support  of  the  respective  construc- 
tions given  to  this  Delphic  letter.     At  this  time, 
and  during  this  conflict  of  expositions  m  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  French  Puzzle— a  conflict  which 
had   It  not   been   followed   by  consequences   the 
most  serious,  would  have  been  indeed  ludicrous — 
let  us  suppose,  that  the  repealing  decree  of  April 
28,  1811,  had  made  its  appearance,  as  by  its  dale 
it  ought  to  have  done.     It  muit   have  entirely 
changed  the   state  of  affairs.     It   must  have  si- 
lenced  the  controversy  as  to  the  construction  of 
the  infamous  Cadore  letter,  while  it  established 
what  was   then    the  fact.     It  must  have  forever 
severed  the  fatal  alliance  which   the  President's 
proclamation  had  made  between  the  law  of  May, 
1810,  and  this  pretended  repeal  of  the  decrees  on 
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the  2d  of  November.     And.  sir,  whether    it  had 
been  followed   by  a  corresponding   revocation  of 
tbe  British  orders  or  not,  it  would,  in  all  human 
probability,  have  prevented  this  calamitous  war. 
Would   it  have  been  followed   by  a  correspond- 
ing revocation  of  the  British  orders?     It  i.«  not 
given  to  man  to  pronounce  with  certainly  upon 
any  event  which  has  not  happened  ;  but,  if  it  be 
possible  to  arrive  at  truth  by  inferring,  from  what 
did  take  place,  what  would  have  taken  place,  had 
the  same  causes  been  brought  into  earlier  opera- 
tion, there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  such  a 
revocation  would  then  have  followed.     This  de- 
cree of  the  28lh  of  April,  1811,  however  insult- 
ing to  the  Anierican  Government  in  giving  it  the 
lie  in   the   face  of  the  world  ;  and   however,  in 
other   respects,   the    detestable   reverse   of   what 
ought  to  have  been  desired,  was  a  formal  and  ab- 
solute abrogation  of  the  obnoxious  edicts  as  re- 
garded the  United   Stales.     Under  the  hand  of 
the  Emperor,  and  with  all  the  solemnities  of  a 
fundamental  law  of  his   Empire,  it  announced: 
"The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  definitively, 
'  and  to  date  from  the  first  day  of  November  last, 
'  considered  as   not  having   existed  in  regard  to 
'  American  vessels."     Could  there  be  any  motive 
of  interest,  any  suggestion   of  pride,  to  prevent 
Great  Britain  from   thereupon  declaring  that,  as 
these  decrees  were  definitively  withdrawn  from 
American  vessels,  so,  also,   were  her   Orders  in 
Council  ?     So  far  from  it,  every  inducement  must 
have  operated  with  her  to  adopt  this  course.     She 
would  find   in  the  edict  of  the   28lh  of  April  a 
complete  victory  over  the  American  Grovernment 
as  to  the  controversy  wiieiher  F'rance  had  there- 
tofore  repealed    these   decrees.      It  would    have 
afforded  to  her  one  of  the  most  desirable  opportu- 
nities to  contrast  her  good  faith  with  French  per- 
fidy.    If  she  regarded  her  honor,  it  would   have 
urged  to  the   measure;  if  she   valued  American 
trcuU,  she  would  not  fail  to  embrace  the  certain 
means   of  its   restoration  ;   if  she    cared    for   the 
friendship  of  America,  she  had  it  completely  in 
her  power  to  dissolve  the  bands  which  tied  her  to 
France.     The  President  was  bound,  by  the  act  of 
March,  1811,  on  which  the  French  decree  of  the 
28th  April  professed  to  be  founded,  to  restore  in- 
tercourse with  Great  Britain  on  the  revocation 
of  her  orders  ;  and  no  man  was  ignorant,  much 
lei>s  the  British   Court,  that  a  restoration  of  that 
intercourse  must,  and  would  have  been  followed 
by  the  resentment  of  the  tyrant  of  France.    And, 
do  we  not  know  that,  as  soon  as  this  decree  was 
made  known  to  the  British  Government,  it  did 
occasion  a  corresponding  revocation  of  the  Or- 
ders in   Council?     1  say,  as  soon,  for,  notwith- 
standing the  objection   that  an  interval  of  thirty 
days  elapsed  between  the  communication  of  this 
decree  and  the  revocation  of  the  orders,  yet  my 
estimable  friend  (.Mr.  Grosvenor)  has  explained 
this  circumstance  to  the  conviction  of  scepticism 
Itself;  the  Prince  Regent  was,  in  fact,  without  a 
Ministry.     By  the  Constitution  of  that  country, 
the  monarch  cannot  act  but  through  the  inter- 
vention of  his  Ministers.     As  he  is  irresponsible 
to  the  law,  fur  ''  he  can  do  no  wrong,"  be  is  at 


liberty  to  act  only  through  those  who  are  answer- 
able for  what  is  wrong.  The  first  moment  when 
a  Cabinet  could  be  had  to  deliberate  on  the  French 
decree  of  April,  1811,  produced  the  revoking  order 
of  the  23d  of  June  of  last  year — an  order  which 
the  President  has  himself  declared  is  susceptible 
of  explanations  that  render  it  satisfactory. 

Since,   then,  a   knowledge  of  this  decree,   in 
May.  1812.  was  immediately  followed  by  a  satis- 
factory revocation  of  the  obnoxious  orders,  why 
are  we  to  believe  that  a  knowledge  of  it  in  May, 
1811,  would  not  have  produced   the  same  conse- 
quence 1     The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  under- 
takes to  inform  us.  and  for  this  purpose  has  com- 
mented with  as  much  fidelity  as  is  usual  with 
most  scholiasts  on  the  Prince  Regent's  declaration 
on  what  he  calls  Lord  Castlereagh's  despatch,  and 
on  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Monroe  with   the 
British  Minister,  Mr.  Foster.    These,  in  his  judg- 
ment, clearly  show  that  this  would  not  have  hap- 
pened.    I  cannot,  if  I  would,  follow  the  gentle- 
man  through   all   these   comments.      My   lungs 
already  admonish  me  that  I  have  spoken  long, 
and    there  is  yet  a    view  of  this  subject  which 
must  not  be  overlooked.     Permit  me.  however,  to 
say  that,  whatever  impression  the  circumstances 
referred  to  were  then  calculated   to  make,  and 
with  the  lights  then  alone  appearing,  they   fall 
infinitely  short  now  of  supporting  the  inference 
which  the  gentleman  attempts  to  draw  from  them. 
The  Prince  Regent's  declaration  affords  us  not  the 
i-lightest  aid  in  the  inquiry.     It  speaks  only  of  a 
full  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the  decrees  being 
followed  by  a  full  and  unconditional  revocation 
of  the  Orders.     It  intimates  nothing  as  to  the  ef- 
fect which  would  be  produced  on  the  orders  by  a 
repeal  of  the  decrees,  as  it  regarded  one  neutral 
only.     And  this  was  the  explicit  language  of  my 
friend  from  New  York,  notwithstanding  the  state- 
ment given  of  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see.   It  is  one  of  the  proudest  triumphs  of  Truth, 
that,  to  combat  her  with  success,  she  must  not  be 
met  upon  her  own  ground.     Is  it  strange  that  the 
declaration  of  the  Regent  is  silent  on  this  point  ? 
No,  sir ;   it  was  to  be   presumed   that  the  new 
maritime  code  of  Napoleon  would  be  adhered  to 
or  relinquished.     If  adhered  to,  the  orders  were 
to  continue;  if  relinquished,  they  were  to  cease. 
The  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  was.  as  to  the  fact  of  the  repeal  or  no  re- 
j>eal  of  the  French  decrees,  and  not  whether  the 
repeal  was  limited  to  America  alone,  or  extended 
to  all  neutrals. 

As  to  the  despatch  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  none 
of  us  can  pretend  to  know  its  contents,  further 
than  may  be  collected  from  the  correspondence 
between  .\lr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Foster.  The  for- 
mer of  these  gentlemen  as-ks  the  latter,  (letter 
June  3d,  1812.)  whether  the  recollection  which 
he  has  of  the  import  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  de- 
spatch, in  supposing  it  to  differ  from  Mr.  Foster's 
own  leaer  of  the  30th  May,  in  the  circumstance 
of  declaring  that  the  decrees  must  be  repealed, 
not  only  against  the  United  States,  but  against 
the  world,  before  any  revocation  will  be  had  of 
the  Orders,  be  accurate  or  not  ?    Mr.  Foster  as- 
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su/>.  •  him  ID  answer,  on  the  same  Jay,  that  there 
is  r>  difference  between  his  letter  and  the  des- 
pair b.  This  letter  of  the  30th  May,  unquestion- 
abfloniaiiif  do  such  declaration.  Let  it  be 
twifted  as  it  may,  it  states  nothing  more  than  that 
a  {'lrti<»l  exemption  from  the  penalties  of  the  de- 
cree*, upon  the  condition  of  a  co-oporation  in 
tb(^  object,  could  not  entitle  any  neutral  to  claim 
a  r\i^ocalioD  of  the  British  orders.  It  is  an  ad- 
hcjioc'e  lo  the  ground  originally  taken — and 
wl^;h  upon  the  plea  of  retaliation  could  not  hare 
be«M^  abandoned.  But  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
moii  from  Tennessee  in  the  sentiment  that  Fos- 
terliletter,  of  June  10th,  does  express  the  opinion 
thi^^a  repeal  of  the  decrees  as  to  America,  would 
no^^ntitle  us  to  claim  a  revocation  of  the  orders 
name  limited  extent.  Now.  sir.  if  this  opin- 
f  Mr.  P.oster  can  be  viewed  as  founded  on 
pecial  rostructions,  it  would  be  entitled  to 
weight!  But  it  is  remarkable  that  no  such 
nee  is  advanced  by  Foster.  He  gives  it 
ly  as  an  opinion  which  he  infers  from  the 
c  declaratjons  of  bis  Government,  justifying 
thfti  orders,  and  avowing  the  grounds  on  which 
lh«vi  would  be  revoked.  From  these,  without 
thf,  mputaiion  of  arrogance,  any  of  us  is  as  well 
i  lied  to  draw  the  prop>€r  inference  as  Mr.  Fos- 
tj;  litnself,  and  therefore  any  of  us  could  claim 
to  V  low  with  as  much  con6dence  what  would  be 
do|  by  bis  Government,  on  the  happening  of  an 
ev4:  t  which  had  not  been  specially  provided  for 
Do|  in)icipated.  That  this  is  a  correct  view  of  the 
oa^' re  of  the  opinion  given  in  this  letter,  ap- 
pet  5  from  the  very  words  of  Foster,  immediately 
following  the  sentence  containing  the  opinion. 
"B  >  ,  \ir,  to  what  purpose  argue  upon  a  supposed 
of  upon  a  state  of  things  not  likely  to  oc- 
It  abo  appears  from  his  subsequent  decla- 
fn,,  in  hu  letter  of  June  14th,  in  which  he 
t&at  '-a  full  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the 
Fr^^ch  decrees,  as  we  have  a  right  to  demand  it 
in  \ax  character  of  a  neutral  nation,  shall  be  met 
wiN  t.revofation  of  the  Orders  in  Council."  An 
ab.4lu?e  withdrawal  of  the  decrees,  as  regards  the 
Ui<ied  States,  would  unquestionably  have  been 
a  '^|uli  and  unconditional  repeal"  in  this  sense 
aD(*|0  the  extent  of  our  neutral  claim. 

(jp»^e  remark,  sir,  on  the  correspondence  of  Mr. 
MofWO*  and  Mr.  Foster  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 
No  iDiin  cao  examine  it,  without  being  sensible 
of  Jt^  superior  skill  with  which  it  was  conducted 
on  lie  part  of  the  American  Secretary  ;  and  in 
noltlnjf  is  the  superiority  more  manifest  than  in 
the  iiajQageriient  with  which  the  British  Minis- 
ter li  drawn  m  to  give  an  answer  to  the  abstract 
qu^iicn  of  a  supposed  repeal  by  France  of  the 
decifes!,  so  far  as  they  affected  America.  Though 
seej;  iogly  conscious  of  the  snare  that  was  set  for 
birb  and  more  than  once  avoiding  it,  yet  he  is  at 
lenje  h  completely  caught.  A  boy  never  twirled 
his  )p  with  more  entire  control  than  the  Secre- 
tary, tutrned  Mr.  Foster  round  his  finger.  While 
tht^i  ot^test  as  to  the/acf  of  a  repeal  ot  the  French 
dei^i  ;e»  was  going  on  between  them,  and  every 
day  w>s  adding  a  new  argument  to  establish  the 
neg;  life,  the  celebrated   report  of   the   French 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


248 


249 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


250 


French  Decrte$. 


Ji;ifB,1813. 


Minister  of  Foreign   Relations,  to  the  Conserva- 
tive Senate,  of  the  10th  of  March,    1812,   made 
its    appearance.     This    report    so   unequivocally 
contradicted  the  supposition   that  there  bad  been 
any  repeal   of  the  decrees,    that    it  was    scarcely 
1  possible  to  carry  on  thi;  argument  longer.     What 
I  was  to  be  done?    The  war  whoop  had  be^n  sound- 
I  ed  ;    the  war   passion    had   been    roused,   the  war 
I  embargo  had  been  imposed,  and  the  war  message 
I  communicated.     To  use  the  wretched   culinary 
metaphor   of   the  Committee  of  Foreign    Rela- 
tions, "  the  table  had  been  spread,  and  the  guests 


ine  guest! 
I.     There 


were  all  invited  to  the  feast" — of  blood,  l  nere 
was  imminent  danger  of  disappointment.  With 
an  art  and  an  address  worthy  of  a  better  cause 
and  a  nobler  object,  (a  better  cause  than  the  up- 
holding of  Executive  consistency,  or  concealment 
of  the  fatal  delusions  of  every  branch  of  the 
Government — a  nobler  object  than  a  petty  diplo- 
matic advantage  over  a  puny  adversary,)  it  is  con- 
trived to  shift  the  ground  of  controversy.  Actu- 
ally confounding,  or  pretending  to  confound,  a 
mere  exemption  from  the  operation  of  the  decrees, 
so  long  as  we  brought  ourselves  within  the  ben- 
efit of  their  provisions,  with  an  unequivocal  re- 
peal of  the  decrees  themselves,  so  far  as  affected 
us,  the  Secretary  easily  perplexes  the  British  ne- 
gotiator. Contriving  to  draw  from  him  what 
may  be  construed  into  a  declaration  that  such  a 
repeal  would  not  be  followed  by  any  revocation 
of  the  orders,  he  rejoices  to  be  relieved  from  the 
now  unnecessary  inquiry,  whether  such  a  repeal 
had  in  fact  occurred.  There  is  now  no  further 
delay  or  impediment.  Grace  is  invoked  in  due 
form,  and  the  horrid  banquet  commences. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  cannot  help 
his  argument  by  any  expressions  in  the  order  of 
the  Prince  Regent,  of  23d  June,  repealing  the 
obnoxious  Orders  in  Council.  It  is  very  true 
that  it  pronounces  that  the  tenor  of  the  decree 
of  the  28th  April,  1811,  does  not  satisfy  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  he  had  pronounced  in  his 
declaration  of  the  21$t  of  April,  1812,  that  the 
orders  should  cease  and  determine — nor  does  it. 
A  revocation  of  the  orders  as  to  all  the  world, 
was  only  to  be  consequent  on  a  repeal  of  the  de- 
crees as  to  all  the  world.  The  declaration  of 
April  had  been  silent  as  to  the  effect  of  a  repeal 
of  the  decrees  limited  to  one  nation.  What  would 
have  been  the  effect,  was  to  be  collected  from 
the  spirit  of  the  pledge  given  as  to  the  retaliatory 
character  of  the  orders,  and  of  their  ceasing,  step 
by  step,  with  the  decrees  on  which  they  were 
founded.  What  was  its  effect  this  order  mani- 
ifested.  It  immediately  produced  such  a  revo- 
cation, ns  tended  "to  establish  the  intercourse 
between  neutrals  and  belligerents,  upon  its  accus- 
tomed principles" — those  principles  which  the  de- 
crees and  orders  had  temporarily  impaired.  That 
it  would  have  produced  the  same  effect  at  any  an- 
tecedent moment,  a  candid  inquirer  can  scarcely 
doubt.  With  every  reason  to  believe,  and  not 
one  to  disbelieve  it,  incredulity  is  the  offspring 
of  prejudice. 

But  it  is  doubted  whether  a  timely  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  would  have   prevented  a  war. 
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Sir,  such  a  doubt  cannot  be  removed  by  argument. 
He   who  indulges   it  will  cherish   it  the    more, 
because  it  is  almost  exclusively  his  own  ;  and  be- 
cause   it   soars    above    the    reach  of  argument. 
There  is  scarcely  an  intelligent  man  in  the  Union 
who  does   not  know  that  the  Orders   in  Council 
were  the  pivot  on  which  the  war  turned.     Had 
these  orders  been   removed,  and   our   full  inter- 
course  restored    with    Great    Britain,   the    man 
would  have  been  deemed  insane  who  should  have 
proposed  a  declaration  of  war.    Thus,  sir,  the  ques- 
tion on  impressment  was  yet  unsettled — and  this 
is  now  trumpetted  forth  as  the  great  cause  of  hos- 
tilities.     Indeed,  when    the    black    catalogue   of 
injuries  was  to  be  made  out,  it  was  not  amiss  to 
give  this  a  conspicuous  place  in  the   inventory. 
But.  we  all   know   that   this  question   had  slept 
without  any  efforts  to  settle  it  since  the  rejection 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  arrangement.     And.  after  reject- 
ing this  arrangement,  our  Government  could  not 
have   had   the  audacity  or   the    guilt   to   plunge 
into  a  war  about  "seamen's  rights,"  without  an 
attempt  on  our  part  to  secure  them  by  negotiation. 
Mr.  G.  said,  there  was  another  point  of  view 
in  which  the  suppression  of  this  repealing  decree 
was  of  immense  importance.     Although    it  had 
not  been  followed  by  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,    its    publication   must    have    prevented 
war.     Never,  said  he.  can  I  forget  the  impression 
•which  the  first  appearance  of  this  document  made 
on  my  mind,  and  sure  I  am  there  is  at  least  one 
honorable  gentleman  in  this  House  who  voted  for 
the  war,  (and  no  doubt  upon  the  best  conviction 
of  his  understanding,  and  with  the  most  upright 
motives,)  who  will  not  readily  forget  the  impres- 
sion which  the  first  communication  of  this  decree 
made  on  his  mind.     As  soon  as  it  met  his  view, 
on    his   way   home   from  the   very  Congress   in 
which  war  was  declared,  not  in   answer   to  any 
question,  but  from   the  ^pontaneous   impulse  of 
honest  emotion,  he   exclaimed — "This  was  not 
known  to  the  Government  before  the  declaration 
of  war."     Is  not  the  inference  irresistible,  that 
had  it  been  known,  in  his  opinion,  at  least,  war 
would  not  and  ought  not  to  have  been  declared. 
Sir,  could  It  have  been,  without  utter  infamy? 
We  had  taken  our  stand  to  treat  both  belligerents 
alike,  until  one  should  first  cease  from  injustice — 
and  on  that  event  only  had  pledged  ourselves  to 
punish  the   other.     Under  a  belief  that  France 
bad  so  solemnly  retracted  her  iniquitous  decrees, 
and   that  we   were   bound  .by  the  oblifljations  of 
honor  to  redeem  our  plighted  faith,  we  waged  a 
commercial    warfare   with    England,   which   we 
afterwards  changed  for  actual  war.     What  does 
this  decree  tell  you  ?     Every  word  of  it  deserves 
notice: 

"Seeing,  by  a  law  passed  on  tho  2d  March,  1811, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  baa  ordered  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  provision  of  the  act  of  non-intercourse, 
which  prohibits  the  vessels  and  merchandise  of  Great 
Britain,  her  colonies  and  dependencies,  from  entering 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  Sutes ;  considering  that 
the  said  law  ia  an  act  of  reaiatance  to  the  arbitrary 
pretenaiona  consecrated  by  the  Bntiah  Ordera  in  Coun- 
cil, and  a  formal  refusal  to  adhere  to  a  system  invad- 


ing the  independence  of  neutral  Powers,  and  of  their 
flag,  we  have  decreed  and  do  decree  the  following  : 

"The  decreea  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  definitively, 
and  to  date  from  the  lat  of  November  last,  considered 
aa  not  having  existed  in  regard  to  American  vessels." 

The  very  issuing  of  this  decree  proclaims  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  not  been  thereto- 
fore repealed.     It  tells  you,  and  it  tells  the  world, 
that  it  IS  not  a  fact,  as  you   have  declared,  that 
France  has  done  the  act  which  justified  you  oa 
your  own  principles  in  making  a  distinction  be- 
tween  her  and  Great  Britain.     It  contemptuouslf 
holds  you  forth  as  having  been  cheated  into  a 
course  of  conduct  which,  agreeably  to  your  own 
doctrines,  was  submission  to  France.     It  treats 
with  scorn  your  pretension,  that  France  had  de- 
parted   from    her   system    towards    you.     It  an- 
nounces that  you  have  abandoned  your  scheme  of 
neutrality.     It  declares  that  you  shall  be  relieved 
from   the   oppressive  decrees  in  consequence  of 
your  law  of  March,  1811,  and  because  the  gra- 
cious arbiter  of  your  fate  deigns  to  view  that 
as  a  sufficient  act  of  resistance  against  his  ene- 
my— in  other  words,  as  a  sufficient  manifestation 
of  your  accession  to  his  maritime  confederacy. 
Sir,  said   Mr.  G.,  my  face  burns  when  I  venture 
even  to  ask,  if  this  decree  had  been  before  you, 
could  you   have  insisted  on  the  policy  of  a  war 
with  Britain  ?    In  May,  1810,  you  could  not  select 
between  the  rival  belligerents.     In  May,  1811,  the 
only  change  in  the  account  of  your  wrongs  is  an 
act  of  the  meanest  deception,  and  most  outrageous 
insult,  on  the  part  of  France.     Would  this  have 
so  changed  the  political  balance  as  to  have  made 
you  direct  your  hostility  against  her  enemy.     It 
would  not — it  could  not  have  been  so.     However 
firmly  I  believe   that  it  has  pleased  a  chastening 
God   to  punish  our  sins  by  darkening  the  under- 
standings of  those   who  have  governed   in  our 
Councils,  yet  I  know  there  was  yet  an  American 
spirit  among  them,  which  would  have  been  called 
forth  had  this  decree  been  presented  lo  their  view. 
Its   promulgation  would  have  disclosed  the  gulf 
which  was   yawning  lo  devour  us.     Instinctive 
nature  would  have  recoiled  from  destruction. 

Yet,  sir,  this  decree,  the  suppression  of  which 
has  involved  my  country  in  war — this  decree,  of 
which  our  first  knowledge  is  its  communication 
to  Barlow  in  May  1812 — this  very  decree  the 
French  Government  declare  was  duly  laid  before 
the  proper  Representatives  of  this  nation  both 
abroad  and  at  home.  The  great  object  of  these 
resolutions  is  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood 
of  these  charges.  When  I  reflect  on  the  situation 
of  those  whom  I  represent  on  this  floor,  not  the 
wealthy  inhabitants  of  your  cities,  who  in  time 
of  need  can  live  luxuriously,  upon  the  gains  which 
they  have  amassed  in  the  days  of  prosperity,  but, 
in  general,  the  plain  industrious  farmers  of  your 
country,  once  comfortable  and  happy,  though 
never  rich — when  I  consider  the  general  embar- 
rassment which  prevails  among  them,  and  the 
new  burdens  which  your  tax  bills  are  about  to 
impose — when  I  think  of  the  utter  distress  which 
has  seized  on  that  portion  of  my  constituents 
who  once  gained  a  decent  competence  by  labor* 


ii 

i 

1 
I 


(■' 


i 


2^ 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


252 


Prtnek  Decreet. 


JONB,  1813. 


in^jia  their  native  forests,  or  by  navigating  their 
d^tg^TOWs  coast,  or  by  mechanical  pursuits  con- 
ntf^^ted  with  commerce — and  recollect  that  all 
tb^e  calamities  have  sprung  from  a  fatal  war. 
wj  ich  had  its  origin  in  a  trick,  a  delusion,  I  should 
bM  uaitoi  to  them  if  I  did  net  aid  with  my  ef- 
oi«4  ID  discovering  the  authors  of  the  fraud.  It 
ist)ae  to  our  citizens  that  they  should  know 
h^'  the  natjon  has  been  betrayed  into  its  calam- 
iti,?j.  However  mortifying  the  acknowledgment, 
Wijer.  far  better  that  they  should  learn  that  their 
Gjplrernmetit  has  been  the  dupe  of  France,  than 
tl^  ;  they  should  suspect  it  of  having  been  an  ac- 
c4»  jpiice  in  her  perfidy. 

^i  ir.  ii  is  premature  to  pronounce  an  opinion 
\yit  )r«  the  desired  information  is  given  us.  But 
as' Ither  genilemeo  have  not  hesitated  to  declare 
tli^rs,  and  as  forbearance  on  my  part  might  be 
mikinterpreted.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing 
m*  belief,  that  the  assertion  of  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
taHo  is  false.  1  do  net  think  that  the  Executive 
c(t4ld  have  been  guilty  of  an  act  so  deleatabiy 
wicked  as  the  wilful  concealment  of  a  document 
801  Ul  important  to  his  country.  And  although  I 
kiiiw  nothing  of  Mr.  Russell,  our  former  Minis 
teV*to  France,  I  will  not  believe  him  guilty  (with- 
ou'^  far  better  evidence)  of  such  foul  treason 
ag!|inst  the  nation  which  he  represented.  I  feel 
asftiirfd,  that  the  result  of  the  inquiry  will  prove. 
iHm  the  guilt,  and  the  meanness,  and  the  falsehood 
ol^.ih^s  transaction  have  their  origin  in  the  Cabi- 
nif  of  Napoleon — that  laboratory  of  frauds  and 
ciTjiiijDies.  But  while  these  are  my  hopes,  and 
thii^  UQy  belief,  I  will  not  conceal  my  apprehen- 
sions. From  the  silence  which  has  hitherto  been 
oliurved  by  the  Executive,  when  the  occasion 
p^'^uted  and  even  lequired  notice  of  the  accu- 
sa  ^0 — from  the  palliating  tone  in  which  ihein- 
so^^nl  deciee  has  been  spoken  of  as  rather  "'ex- 
ce-^tionable  in  its  time  and  manner."  1  fear  that 
tb(sf'  h\3nor  of  the  Government  and  the  interests  of 
th|»^n»tion  have  not  been  vindicated  by  repelling 
ttiL^  ifsult,  pr  by  demanding  an  explanation  of 
tfc^  cwmplieatcd  perfidy  of  France.  If  from  a 
caLtious,  timid  policy,  or  from  any  other  cause, 
tlyt  course  has  been  neglected,  and  it  is  the  ob- 
jett  of  the  last  resolution  to  ascertain  the  fact, 
thfci  House.  I  trust,  springing  immediately  from 
th|j  people,  and  animated  by  the  feelings  which 
p<p^(ie  the  nation,  will  not  hesitate  to  evince 
tb^r  ^nsibility  to  its  wrongs  and  indignities — 
ib^jr  icorn  of  calumny,  and  detestation  of  treach- 
ePA  erven  though  they  proceed  from  an  Imperial 
s<:U^Y-or  are  allied  with  hypocritical  professions 
oK'Jbve  for  Americans." 

;/|lr;  Hanson  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grdndy. — He 
9i^iL  \ie  Would  again  ask  the  attention  of  the 
tkCusie  as  hng  as  his  strength  would  enable  him 
ttlfeep  th<'  floor,  whilst  he  set  forth  those  views 
wj.rich  directed  his  mind  upon  the  present  in- 
qt^ry.  He  equally  regretted,  that  gentlemen 
sljiuld  have  dipped  so  deeply  into  the  documents 
c^Anccted  with  this  very  plain  and  simple  ques- 
tili  Sunder  discussion,  and  the  necessity  he  was 

^^ler  of  replyin?.  in  a  particular  manner,  to  the 
g^illeenaa  from  Tennes8ee(Mr.  Ordndy.)    The 


assertion  made  by  that  gentleman,  the  sentiments 
he  uttered,  and  the  monstrous  doctrines  he  ad- 
vanced, rendered  such  a  reply  unavoidable,  if 
indeed  he  could  ever  be  disposed  to  avoid  doing 
his  duty.  Desirous  as  he  had  been  from  the  be- 
ginning, to  confine  the  discussion  within  its  pro- 
per metes  and  bounds,  with  the  hope  of  having 
presented  to  the  people  a  simple,  plain  proposi- 
tion, he  would  not  have  suffered  himself  to  be 
led  into  a  tedious  investigation,  but  that  it  seemed 
altogether  fitting  for  him  to  reply  to  the  member 
from  Tennessee. 

One  of  Mr.  Hanson's  reasons  for  avoiding  the 
course  pursued  in  the  debate,  of  opening  upon  the 
House  a  deluge  of  documentary  evidence,  was,  if 
possible,  to  deprive  gentlemen,  like  the  member 
from  Tennessee,  of  an  opportunity  to  display  the 
lawyer-likedexterity,  and  acharacteristicskilland 
cunning,  for  which  he  understood  the  member 
stood  unriralled  and  pre-eminent  in  the  highly 
civilized,  polished  and  refined  State  which  hon- 
ored the  House  with  his  presence  here.  As  it  was 
however,  Mr.  H.  did  not  regret  the  course  (hat 
had  been  taken,  because  it  had  been  the  means  of 
placing  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  id  the 
light  Mr.  H.  was  most  pleased  to  behold  him  ;  of 
exhibiting  him  in  those  native  colors,  dressed  m 
which  be  would  be  best  recognised  by  those 
who  best  knew  him — of  displaying  him  in  his 
true  character,  of  a  bitter  reviler  of  one  of  the 
great  parlies  in  this  country,  and  the  apologist  of 
France. 

[Here  the  Speaker  called  to  order ;  saying,  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  could  not  proceed  id 
such  a  course  of  argument — that  the  epithet 
"cunning"  was  not  proper  to  be  applied  to  a 
member  of  that  House,  still  more  was  it  out  of 
order  to  use  the  words  "apologist  of  France." 

Mr.  Han8un  asked  if  the  »ame  latitude  of  de- 
bate allowed  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
would  not  be  extended  to  him.  The  Speaker 
replied  ''  certainly."  If  it  is  not,  said  Mr.  H.,  I 
must  get  at  the  gentleman  in  some  other  way, 
in  the  course  of  the  argument.  Mr.  Grundy  rose 
to  explain:  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  the  door  and 
meant  to  keep  it ;  there  would  be  an  opportunity 
to  reply. 1 

Mr.  Hanson  proceeded — It  struck  me,  Mr. 
Speaker,  with  considerable  force,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  other  gentlemen  on  this  tloor  thought  it  not 
le^s  remarkable,  that  although  the  inquiry  em- 
braced in  the  resolutions  related  exclusively  to 
the  perfitly  and  falsehood  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, presuming  innocence  at  home,  after  occu- 
pying the  fiuor  full  one  hour  by  the  clock,  duriog 
which  time  innumerable  insinuations  were  made, 
when  not  one  fact  could  be  substantiated,  the 
gentleman  has  not  uttered  one  word  of  reproach, 
has  not  suffered  a  breath  of  improbation  to  escape 
his  lips  against  this  France.  On  the  contrary,  id 
the  very  breath  that  he  impugns  the  principlesand 
arraigns  the  patriotism  of  the  best  and  wisest  men 
that  adorn  our  country,  he  himself  seeks  to  shroud 
and  smooth  over  the  enormities  of  the  French 
Government. 

The  gentleman  spoke  of  our  laboring  in  our 
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new  vocation  to  sow  distrust  among  the  people, 
and  to  throw  obstructions  in  the  way  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, thus  weakening  the  arm  of  our  own 
Government  andstrengthening  thatof  the  enemy. 
If  that  gentleman  will  only  turn  his  eyes  inward 
and  examine  his  own  heart,  if  he  will  look  at 
home,  he  may  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  our 
new  vocation  is  at  least  as  praiseworthy  and 
honorable  as  his  old  vocation.  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, sir,  this  is  the  fiery,  furious  gentleman, 
who.  during  the  war  session,  went  about  beating 
up  to  arms  nnd  enlisting  recruits,  crying  out,  fol- 
low me  ye  of  stout  hearts,  let  the  faint-hearted 
now  leave  us!  That  genileman.  Mr.  Speaker, 
(pointing  to  Mr.  Grdndy.)  it  should  be  known, 
can  set  examples  in  and  out  of  this  House,  which, 
I  confess,  it  would  require  a  very  stout  heart  to 
imitate  ;  which,  with  perfect  honor,  might  be 
shunned,  nor  should  that  heart  be  denounced  as 
faint  which  should  pause,  palpitate,  and  shudder 
at  the  bare  idea  of  such  imitation.  The  gentle- 
man may  labor  in  his  vocation  without  dan^r 
of  interruption  from  me  in  his  suits  or  pursuits. 
But  who  are  the  friends  of  the  '"  fast  anchored 
isle,"  (and  I  hope  she  will  long  remaiil  fast  an- 
chored ;  I  trust  in  God,  she  will  not  be  loosed 
from  her  moorings,  at  least,  until  the  colossal 
power  of  France  is  at  an  end — we  have  nothing 
to  disguise  or  conceal  upon  this  subject.)  that  he 
accuses  ot  weakening  the  arm  of  Government, 
and  aiding  the  enemy?  Think  you.  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  alluded  to  would 
suffer  by  a  comparison  of  public  and  private  vir- 
tues with  the  member  from  Tennessee  ?  I  will 
not  do  irreverence  to  the  gray  hairs  of  the  vene- 
rable and  exalted  characters  (pointing  to  Mr. 
Pickering,  just  before  him,  and  meaning  also  Mr. 
Benson  and  Mr.  Stuart)  whose  lives  have  been 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  their  country — in 
whose  bosoms  the  flame  of  patriotism  still  burns 
bright,  and  cannot  bo  extinguished  by  the  snow 
above — I  will  not  disparage  their  fair  virtues  by 
any  such  comparison.  No,  sir,  the  reputation  of 
the  models  of  political  excellence  and  moral 
worth  that  we  delight  to  honor,  rests  upon  a  base 
of  adamant.  They  arc  lifted  high  up  above  the 
reach  of  obloquy,  or  crimination  from  tkfatquarter. 

The  gentleman,  in  his  zeal  to  cast  odious  sus- 
picion upon  the  friends  of  peace,  has  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gros- 
vbnob)  "out-Herods  Herod,  out-Casllereaghs 
Lord'Castlereagn,"  when,  by  his  own  exhibition, 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  out-Bobadils  Bo- 
badil,  and  out-Bassanos  Bassano.  At  the  same 
lime  he  loudly  calls  upon  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  no  longer  to  sup- 
port his  resolutions  by  proxy,  when  ne  himself 
was  made  a  mouthpiece  by  the  genileman  from 
Suulh  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.) 

The  gentleman  charges  the  minority  with  be- 
ing the  cause  of  the  war,  said  Mr.  H.  Did  he 
mean  to  say,  that  they  had  been  laughed  or  ridi- 
culed into  the  measure?  This  was  paying  a  left- 
banded  compliment  indeed  to  the  understanding 
and  high  political  attributes  of  the  men  that  rule 
the  country,  as  well  as  to  his  own  sense  and 


judgment.  The  truth  was,  they  had  waded  so 
far,  It  was  belter  to  go  on  than  turn  back.  They 
had  so  completely  committed  themselves  in  their 
bullying  system — their  policy  of  addressing  them- 
selves to  the  fears  of  England — that,  according 
to  iheir  own  misconceived  notions  of  consistency  . 
and  honor,  they  were  obliged  to  go  on,  all  retreat 
being  cut  off — no  avenue  being  left  open  for  es.- 
cape.  Mr.  H.  here  sf)oke  of  a  self-created  com- 
mittee of  Congressmen  who  called  on  the  Presi- 
dent and  required  him  to  send  the  House  a  Mes- 
sage recommending  war.  He  said  the  first  de- 
mand was  unsuccessful,  but  the  second  succeedecl; 
when  he  was  given  to  understand  that  his  re- 
election depended  upon  his  recommending  war 
at  once.  Mr.  H.  inveighed  in  strong  terms  against 
suoh  a  state  of  things,  when  a  Presidential  elec- 
tion was  made  to  depend  u{>on  a  recommendation 
of  war. 

In  answer  to  the  doctrine  of  moral  treason,  Mr. 
H.  spoke  of  the  Western  insurrection,  and  con- 
trasted the  conduct  of  Federalists  now  with  that 
of  the  Democrats  then.  Although  groaning  and 
sweating  under  the  pressure  of  the  privations  and 
afflictions  induced  by  an  unrighteous  and  waste- 
ful war,  they  had  never  combined  to  rebel  against 
the  Government,  and  point  their  bayonets  against 
their  own  country.  They  claimed  nothing  but 
the  privilege,  which  was  the  birthright  of  every 
man  in  this  free  country,  of  opposing  the  meas- 
ures of  Government  in  a  Constitutional  way. 
He  spoke  indignantly  oi  the  conduct  of  Gallatin 
in  that  insurrection,  who  had  been  so  well  re- 
warded, and  was  known  to  have  been  the  very 
soul  of  the  Government  for  many  years  past,  and 
was  now  sent  to  Ru.ssia  to  intrigue  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe.  After  speaking  of  the  conduct 
of  the  present  ruling  parly  during  the  French 
war,  he  again  assailed  the  slavish  Asiatic  doc- 
trines advocated  as  a  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war.  None  but  a  helot  or  a  serf  could  harbor  in 
his  bosom  such  hideous,  deformed  principles,  and 
he  who  did  entertain  them  was  unworthy  of  be- 
ing a  member  of  a  free  community,  much  less  of 
having  a  seat  on  this  floor.  He  hat!  not  the  pa- 
tience or  philosophy  to  treat  this  subject  as  it 
might  be  treated  by  others.  Even  in  the  district 
he  represented,  distinguished  as  it  was  for  lofty 
and  correct  sentiments, some  men  of  reputed  sense 
were  so  borne  down  by  clamor,  or  terrified  by  the 
threatening  aspect  of  affairs,  as  actually  to  ask 
the  opinion  of  a  lawyer  how  far  it  was  lawful  to 
oppose  war,  now  that  it  was  declared.  Such  was 
the  industry  and  success  with  which  the  doctrine 
of  moral  treason,  passive  obedience,  and  non- 
resistance,  was  disseminated,  wherever  agents 
could  be  found  base  enough  to  do  such  jobs  for 
their  employers. 

There  was  no  way  of  terminating  this  war,  if 
the  House,  who  held  the  purse  strings  of  the  na- 
tion, would  grant  the  supplies  to  carry  it  on.  The 
House  owed  all  its  importance  and  authority  to 
the  power  of  the  purse.  They  alone  held  the 
purse  strings  of  the  nation.  To  this  feature  of 
the  Constitution,  they  should  cling  as  the  float- 
ing plank  on  the  ocean — as  the  rock  of  their  aaU 
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lifen.  ht  was  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  ler- 
;n.*ite  this  bloody  and  disastrous  contest  witb  a 
tioQ  wiiliog  to  be  at  peace  with  us;  and  that 
V  iti  was  indjed  morally  guilty  of  treason,  who 
M  iJiild  furnisfi  the  means  of  ruining  his  country 
6  id^fjthe  impressions  entertained  by  the  minority 
0  til  is  war.  With  the  conviction  written  on  his 
n  (dH  in  strong  and  indelible  characters,  Mr.  H. 
■H  otild  fe(4  like  a  traitor,  if  he  aided  in  supplying 
i  ^i  e  ^neaa;*  touring  the  Republic  to  a  premature 
I  B  t  inevitable  fate,  if  the  war  was  continued 
i  »  other  year,  of  which  there  could  be  no  doubt, 
v  f^r  as  ihe  actions  and  the  hearty  wishes  of  the 
d]  srninant  party  and  their  leaders  were  a  criterion 
ll  judge  by. 
4Mr.  H.  said,  that  nothing  but  the  spirit,  perse- 
\-*rance,  and  patience,  of  the  Federal  party,  bad 
fi/ved  the  nauon  so  long  from  falling  into  the 
{lags  of  P>ance.  They  cleaved  closer  and  closer 
tl  the  country  as  her  danger  increased.  But  for 
tieir  unconquerable  aitachmeni  to  liberty,  their 
udent  and  unint^rroitting  exertions  to  save  the 
Utiion  from  the  greatest  of  all  sublunary  mise- 
ir|£s,  years  ago  we  should  have  fallen  into  the 
Lkare  set  tor  us  by  the  fell  destroyer  of  nations, 
jly  A  slow  but  sure  process,  said  he,  has  the  ex- 
llftlng  state  of  intense  suffering,  alarm,  discon- 
^  'n.kn\^  and  danger,  been  brought  upon  this  people. 
As  direct  and  as  constant  as  the  vane  upon  the 

aeeple  points  to  the  quarter  whence  the  wind 
ows,  and  shifts  with  every  adverse  breeze,  as 
jf^ithfully  as  the  needle  designates  the  North. 
^ve  thft  measures  of  the  present  incumbent  of 
k  ;e  palace  and  his  predecessor  and  preceptor 
e-  Diijled  10  this  war.  True,  they  had  occasionally 
•vjrjed  and  shifted  their  measures  in  matter  of 
:fLrra  as  circumstances  required — now  relaxing, 
jSjw  bracing  and  invigorating  their  system — but 
*i  le  polili.al  barometer  never  deceived  us.  The 
ji:  tale  vane  always  showed  whether  the  wind  set 
if  om  Mount  Monticello  or  Gallia's  shore,  which 
j:  le  wea^herwise  considered  as  one  and  the  same 
jK  liQg,  io  regard  to  the  effect  upon  the  political 
i<  aion.  Yes,  sir,  said  he,  as  regularly  as  the 
^onipass  and  the  heavens  conducted  the  great 
'I  lanoer  Cook  around  the  globe,  and  the  breeze 
j  repelled  his  bark  along,  have  the  predominating 
■i  linds  o/  the  ruling  party,  driven  on  by  head- 
^ruug  passion,  have  the  master  magicians  behind 
Vfie'sceRes,  so  beautifully  dizzened  to  amuse  the 
re  "nd  divert  the  judgment,  conducted  this  de- 
|ided  people,  like  the  alluring  night  lamp,  into 
rkmpi>;  through  briars,  thickets, and  quagmires. 
Iu(  to  foretell  a  year  ago  the  disastrous  events 
ia(  have  passed  in  revi'^w  before  us,  in  almost 
'one  long  unbroken  funtreal  train,"  betrayed  a 
Jisiempered  imagination.  A  peculiar  proclivity 
m  error  was  perceived  in  all  our  speculations, 
^od  a  treasonable  excitement  of  false  alarms  was 
Ja^rged  again&t  those  who  foresaw  and  were 
Upld  enough  to  foretell  abortion  and  disgrace  in 
.h\  the  trflnscendant  schemes  of  glory,  conquest, 
jind  aggrandizeoient,  engendered  in  the  disor- 
ilered  brains  of  ttieir  authors.  Indeed,  whoever 
ttad  the  uardihood  to  venture  a  prediction  of  mis- 
ilartiage,  was  assailed  with  the  ready  arguiueat 

■  I       > 
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of  minions  and  pensioners;  the  cry  of  tory  was 
thrown  into  his  face  like  a  bowl  of  cold  water. 
The  lamp  post,  the  guillotine,  or  the  gallows, 
was  a  punishment  scarcely  ignominious  enough 
for  the  man  who  dare  oppose  this  most  righteous, 
honorable,  and  profitable  war ! 

Mr.  H.  here  proceeded  to  show,  that  the  war 
had  no  other  foundation  but  a  false  and  mistaken 
data  ;  in  a  word,  that  it  was  bottomed  on  a  false- 
hood, and  therefore  the  minority  should  not  be 
strung  up  as  moral  traitors,  or  have  their  throats 
cut  for  opposing  it  in  a  Constitutional  way — un- 
like the  upposers  of  the  French  war  of  1798 — the 
only  way  m  which  it  had  been  opposed,  and  he 
hoped  would  continue  to  be  opposed,  with  a  zeal 
and  constancy  commensurate  with  the  great  and 
salutary  objects  to  be  attained. 

He  began  with  the  celebrated  "  triangular  re- 
port," as  It  was  called,  of  1808,  which  assumed 
the  alternative  of  war,  embargo,  or  submis.<ion, 
declaring  that  '*  war  with  one  of  the  belligerents 
would  be  submission  to  the  other."  He  asserted, 
(and  called  upon  gentlemen  then  in  the  House, 
who  were  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions in  1808,  to  contradict  him  if  they  could  un- 
dertakt'  to  do  so,)  that  the  report  mentioned  pro- 
ceeded from  the  pen  of  the  President,  was  not  the 
production  of  the  committee,  but  was  handed 
over  by  the  Executive  to  one  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partment, who  handed  it  to  the  committee.  Of 
course  the  stand  taken  was  by  the  Executive  ;  it 
was  their  act,  and  they  were  thus  pledged  to  the 
United  Slates  and  to  the  two  great  belligerents 
of  Europe  lo  preserve  a  strict  neutrality,  a  faith- 
ful impartiality  towards  them,  dec. 

He  itien  cited  the  law  of  May,  1810,  holding 
out  the  same  terras  to  France  and  England,  and 
empowering  the  President  to  suspend  the  law  of 
non-intercourse  in  favor  of  either  that  should  ac- 
cede to  our  offer,  and  enforce  it  against  the  Pow- 
er that  should  decline  an  arrangement — the  '"fact" 
of  such  repeal  to  be  declared  by  proclamation. 
He  explained  how  and  wherefore  the  word  "  fact" 
was  introduced  into  the  non-intercourse  law  of 
ISIO.  Because  it  was  thought,  by  those  opposed 
to  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine,  that  the 
Executive  had  transcended  his  powers,  by  pro- 
claiming the  order*  to  be  repealed,  when  the  re- 
peal was  to  lake  effect  in  futuro.  The  law  was 
then  construed  by  its  makers  as  bearing  no  such 
meaning,  but  to  require  an  unconditional  repeal, 
to  take  effect  at  the  time.  He  would  say  noth- 
ing of  the  manner  in  which  both  Houses  endear- 
ored  to  contravene  that  arrangement,  before  iui^^"^X, 
disavowal  in  England,  and  thus  breaking  the 
plighted  faith  of  Government ;  but  it  was  cer- 
tain the  word  "fact"  was  introduced  in  the  new 
law,  in  order  more  clearly  to  define  its  meaning, 
and  to  guard  against  a  second  departure  from  its 
spirit  and  letter.  Nevertheless,  the  Duke  of  Ca- 
dore's  letter  of  August  6,  1810,  was  taken  as  a 
repeal,  coming  within  the  strict  meaning  of  the 
act,  although  the  repeal  was  therein  made  to  de* 
pend  upon  a  condition  precedent,  and  not  an  ac- 
tual bona  jide  repeal,  as  contemplated  by  the 
law.     What  were  those  condiiioas?   ^bai  Eng- 
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land  should  repeat  her  Orders  in  Coancil,  aban- 
don her  new  principles  of  blockade,  or  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  cause  her  rights  to  be  respected  : 
in  other  words,  take  part  against  •  the  common 
enemy,"  which  was  finally  done,  before  an  au- 
thentic act  of  repeal  was  published  by  France 
and  presented  to  England.  The  French  Govern- 
ment had  Itself  furnished  the  proof  of  this  fact, 
out  of  which  grew  ttit'  present  resolutions. 

A  word  or  two,  said  Mr.  H..  about  these  new 
rinciples  of  blockade.  According  to  the  Napo- 
eon  code,  a  blockade  to  be  legal,  must  be  of  a 
fortified  place,  and  there  must  be  an  investiture 
by  sea  and  land.  According  to  the  same  code,  a 
ship  IS  declared  to  be  an  extension  of  the  terri- 
tory, a  floating  colonv  ;  to  visit  or  search,  there- 
fore, is  an  invasion  of  the  territories  of  a  neutral, 
and  an  act  of  war.  For  not  rejjelling  such  inva- 
sion. France  chastises  us  by  a  general  order  to 
her  corsairs,  to  sink,  burn,  and  destroy  ;  while  in 
port,  the  douaniers  seize  or  confiscate  all  within 
the  reach  of  the  Imperial  robber.  So  tliat  Bona- 
parte will  sink  our  territory  and  burn  our  colony, 
because  we  do  not  resist  by  war  the  right  of  visit 
and  search,  legally  exercised  by  his  rival!  Oh. 
must  just,  merciful,  and  loving  ally  ! 

Mr.  H.  said,  when  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  letter 
was  first  published  in  this  country,  not  one  man 
in  a  hundred  su[)posed  for  a  moment,  that  the 
President  would  take  that  letteras  coming  within 
the  meaning  of  the  law  of  May,  1810,  because  its 
express  proviso  was  palpably  inadmissible,T>eing 
a  condition  precedent,  and  nut  a  condition  subse- 
quent. He  likewise  as?erted,  upon  authority 
which  he  deemed  altogether  good,  that  the  Presi- 
dent himself,  when  he  first  received  the  Duke's 
letter,  pronounced  it  "Jesuitical.'"'  and  expressed 
himself  in  terms  authorizing  the  belief,  that  he 
would  not  accept  of  itas coming  within  the  terms 
of  the  law  of  .May,  1810.  However,  notwith- 
siandiiig  this,  and  the  undeniable  evidence  upon 
the  face  of  the  letter  itself,  to  the  amazement  of 
all  discerning  honest  men,  Mr.  H.  well  recollect- 
ed to  ins  own  utter  astonishment,  on  the  2d  of 
.November,  1810,  the  President  did  i.ssue  his  pro- 
clamation declaring  the  fact  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  on  the  first  of  the  same 
month  and  year — that  is,  that  they  were  repealed 
the  day  before,  according  lo  the  provisions  of  our 
law  of  Bon-intercourse.  Now  was  drawn  the 
strong  line  of  dernarkation  between  the  two  great 
parties  in  this  country.  Each  took  its  decided 
stand,  and  bottomed  its  support  or  opposition  to 
Government  upon  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  this 
proclamation.  We,  the  minority,  contended,  that 
there  had  been  a  positive  violation  of  a  plain  law 
to  favor  France  and  embroil  us  wiih  England — 
that  a  pal|)able  juga[le  had  been  practised  lo  in- 
duce a  state  of  insurmountable  repulsion  in  our 
relations  with  one  belligerent,  as  a  manifestation 
of  our  partiality  to  the  other, and  finally,  with  the 
view  to  connect  our  destinies  to  those  of  France. 
You,  the  majority,  contended,  that  the  President 
had  only  discharged  a  ministerial  duty,  doing 
nothing  more  than  the  law  required  of  bim,  and 
in  doing  which  he  had  no  discretion  to  exercise. 
IJlh  Con.  1st  Sess.— 9 


1%  say  nothing  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy  with 
which  it  was  solemnly  proclaimed  to-day,  that 
the  decrees  were  6ona  /iiZeand  in  "fact'''  repealed 
yesterday.  I  ask  what  was  tiie  fact  ?  how  has  it 
turned  out  in  evidence?  Were  we,  the  minority, 
as  roundly  asserted,  in  the  wrong;  or  were  you, 
the  majority,  ob  initio,  in  the  wrong,  and  have  you 
continued  in  the  wrongever  since?  What  says  the' 
evidence  in  the  case?  On  the  28th  of  April.  1811, 
the  Emperor  promulges  his  decree,  antedated  or 
not,  it  is  imraalerlal.  which  commences  thus : — 
"Seeing  by  the  report  of  our  Minister,  dtc,  that 
the  United  States  have  passed  a  law  of  resistance, 
dec,  we.  Napoleon,  dec,  do  decree,  dec."  What 
law  of  resistance?  The  March  law  of  ISIL 
which  superseded  the  false  proclamation,  and 
made  that  proclamation  the  only  evidence  of  the 
repeal  in  the  courts  of  law.  So  that  Adminis- 
tration sought  to  entrench  themselves  behind  the 
assumption  of  the  fact,  that  the  decrees  were  re- 
pealed in  November,  1810,  and  that  the  law  of 
Slarch,  1811,  '"  the  law  of  resistance  to  England,'* 
was  a  consequence  of  that  repeal;  while  on  the 
other  hand,  our  good  friend,  Bonaparte,  officially 
declares,  and  produces  the  very  repealing  decree 
itself  to  remove  all  doubt,  that  the  repeal  was  a 
consequence  of  the  law  of  resistance.  To  aggra- 
vate tfie  wrong  and  insult,  he  solemnly  declares, 
through  his  Minister  of  State,  that  the  repealing 
decree  had  been  communicated  to  Mr.  Russell 
and  .Mr.  Serrurier  about  the  time  of  its  date,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  laid  before  this  Grovern- 
ment.  It  is  this  collateral  fact  of  communication 
that  these  resolutions  are  meant,  perhaps  in  vain, 
to  establish.  Were  we  right  and  you  wrong? 
The  evidence  is  before  the  world,  and  the  best 
and  only  witness  to  the  fact,  the  Emperor  himself, 
by  publishing  his  decree,  proves  the  rectitude  of 
our  course,  and  the  fallacy  of  all  your  positions. 
It  proves  the  proclamation  to  have  been  false,  the 
law  of  .March  to  hare  been  unjust,  as  predicated 
(to  use  the  fashionable  phrase)  upon  a  falsehood; 
and  it  proves  that  every  step  since  taken  towards 
this  war  wasin  our  own  wrong,  contrary  to  truth, 
justice  and  honor — it  proves  that  the  war  has  no 
other  foundation  to  rest  on  than  an  undeniable 
authenticated  falsehood.  The  Wiir,  therefore,  de- 
serves and  can  be  distinguished  truly  by  no  other 
appellation  than  an  unnecessary,  unjust,  and  un- 
righteous war,  for  opposing  which  we  are  moral 
traitors  !  All  the  gentleman's  reasoning,  (Mr. 
Ghc.ndy)  therefore,  drawn  from  Mr.  Monroe's 
and  Mr.  Foster's  correspondence,  is  of  no  avail, 
and  merits  no  reply. 

To  strengthen  my  positions.  I  will  introduce 
another  piece  of  testimony,  from  a  witness  alto- 
gether unexceptionable,  the  late  Secretary  of 
State,  than  whom  none,  save  the  Piesident  him- 
self, stood  higher  m  the  estimation  of  the  domi- 
nant party,  and  whose  honor  was  guarded  with 
a  punctilious  delicacy,  amounting  almost  to  ado- 
ration, as  manifested  by  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son. What  says  this  witness?  I  am  afraid,  by 
undertaking  to  repeat  his  testimony.  I  shall  weaken 
and  adulterate  his  precise  and  energetic  language, 
and  will  therefore  give  his  own  words : 
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ithin  the  recollection  of  the  American  people, 
tl-llt  the  members  of  CongreM,  during  the  last  geaaion, 
V;Ve  much  embarraaaed,  aa  to  the  course  moat  proper 
ii^  taken  with  reapect  to  our  foreign  relaiiona,  and 
tiiAt  their  cmbarraaamenta   proceeded  principally  from 


Serrurier  was  unfavorable.  What  was  the  re- 
sult? Recur  to  the  testimony  given  by  Mr. 
Smith,  and  all  doubt  is  removed.  In  this  slate 
of  things  what  did  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations?  The  Chairman  again  introduced  the 
U  diefect  m  the  cotnmunications  to  them  as  to  the  '  [^^  q(  resistance  against  England,  bottomed  up- 
v'ilira  of  the  Emperoi  of  the  French.     To  supply  this  j  ^^  ^^g  asserted  repeal  of  the  decrees  and  the  Pre- 

» ^ '-••- -      *•-  ";.--! —"~>    sjjgni'g  proclamation,   which    itself  rested  upon 

what  is  now  established  to  be  a  juggle  of  France 
—an  undeniable  untruth.  The  nation  of  course 
did  infer  that  Mr.  Serrurier  had  fully  saiisBed  the 
AdminisiraiioQ  of  the  repeal  of  the  decrees. 
There  were  those,  to  be  sure.  (Mr.  H.  was  among 
the  number.)  who  never  for  a  moment  changed 
their  opinion,  but  the  many  continued  under 
the  delusion  until  Mr.  Smith's  disclosures  burst 


hra  of  the  l:^mperoi  of  the  i'rench. 

<£«ect  was  the  great  desideratum.     At  a  critical  period 

ojltheir  perplexitiea,  the  arrival  at  Norfolk  of  an  Envoy 

Eitraurdinary  from   France  waa  announced.     Imme- 

d)»teiy  thereon  all  their  proceedings  touching  our  for- 

\n  relations  were  Muspended.     Their   measures,  as 

^wedby  themselves  and  as  expected  by  the  nation, 

be' then  to  be  Bha]>ed   according  to  the  information, 

Fftt  might  b«   received  from   Mr.  Serrurier,  especially, 

f#h«  necosaarily  must  have  left  France  long  after  the 

v-jLiiii porta nt  first  day  of  November.     Upon  his  arrival  i      j  i 

i?  Washington.  an<^  immediately  after  he  had  been  :  upon  the  nation,  aroused  general  indignation,  and 
l4<;r^ited.  knowing,  as  I  did,  the  impatience  of  Con-  |  struck  with  amazement  and  horror  every  man 
>£;»>  and  of  my  countrymen,  I  lost  no  lime  in  having  ,  whose  mind  was  open  to  conviction.  Neverthe- 
lllh  him  a  conference.  This  conference  I  concluded  <  less,  the  Administralioo  proceeded  with  a  steady 
If  sitting  that  I  would  uke  the  liberty  of  addressing  step  to  their  point  of  destination,  and  finally 
fhjm  a  note  propounding  the  several  questions,  that  plunged  the  country  into  this  most  ruinous,  cala- 
iiad  just  had  the  honor  of  putting  to  him  in  conver-  miious  war.  which  has  filled  the  nation  with  grief 
rtim,  and  that  thui»  by  hia  answer  I  should  be  enabled  adj  mourning,  and  brought  us  to  the  verge,  if  not 
lay  before  the  Preaident,  with  the  utmost  precision,  [|jg  j,y|f  of  national  bankruptcy.  They  rushed 
I  rommunications  to  me.  I  accordingly,  immediately  j  qq  blindfolded  till  they  were  so  far  advanced  as 
spared  the  following  draught  of  a  letter,  and  con-  i  ^^^  j^  ^^^^  ^\^p  power  of  preventing  this  people 
Bering  tl^e  President's  sanction  a  matter  of  course,  I  ,  f^^^  he\ns  sucked  into  the  vortex,  which  had 
iidit,  in  due  official  form,  copied  by  the  appropnate  |  ^gUnigh  swallowed  up  the  liberties  of  the  world, 
»^rk.  BU  waiting  on  the  President  with  it  and  after  j  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  memorable  and  glorious  events 
^y.ng  reported  to  h.m   verbally  the  resu  t  of  the  con-  ^  ^  ,^^^    ^^^   ,^   ^^.^  ^^^^^^^  of 

«rence.  I  was,  to  mv   aatonishment,  told  by  him  that  i  ^"  ^  ^1,1  ii.u      a.^.-.^   nf  ihk 

:      '    ,j      .  .  j      .  .         J  .   \m     a  the  earth,  would   have  sea  ed  the  doom  01    tnis 

^  iwisuld  not  be  expedient  to  send  to  Mr.  Serruncr  any     '■"^  «-«im,    wwuivi 

M  jcf.  note.     His    dpportment,   throughout   thw    inter-     ''"''"?  *7?'^"^^'.     .       /•         j     i       tv  ..„-, 

,  eir,  evinced  a  high  degree  of  disquietude,  which  oc-  Mr.  H.  said,  he  feared  the  House  were  now 
iiajonallv  betrayed  him  into  fretful  expreasions.  Hav-  ,  severely  suffering  from  the  wide  range  taken  in 
'ifig-in  vi^w  nothing  but  the  dignity  of  the  Government.  '  this  debate,  which  he  himself  had  protested  agaiDst 
i^d  the  prosperity  of  my  countr,,  and,  overiooking  his  but  a  day  or  two  before,  desirous  as  he  was  ol 
'^-evishness.  I  entreated  him,  but  in  a  manner  the  most  1  confining  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  sim- 
li;ate,  rjot  to  withhold  from  Congress  any  informa-  pie  subject  of  inquiry,  whether  Mr.  Madison  or 
jiloi;  that  might  be  uaeful  to  them  at  so  momentoua  a    the  Duke  of  Bassanu  was  guilty.     He  could  not 

too  often  repeal  how  desirable  it  was  to  pin  down 
public  attention  to  the  point,  whether  the  heinous 


iniHure.*' 


'  To  give  its  full  and  proper  force  to  Mr.  Smith's 


r 

Mviden*ce.  a  short  notice  of  some  interesting  and  '  offence  imputed  to  our  Chief  Magistrate  was 
fimportant  circumstances  attending  the  introduc-  ;  false;  and  whether  he  had  the  independence  and 
Jtion  and  final  adoption  of  the  March  law  of  1811  spirit  to  prove  it  $0,  or  preferred  pocketing  the  oui- 
l\rHl   be   necessary.      The    gentleman    who    was  ,  rageous  insult,  lo  encountering  the  ire  of  Bona- 


ry.       rne    ge 
{i?^<airman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
^t  that  time,  is  now  a  member  of  this  House,  and 
(n  his  seat.     I  say.  then,  as  well   as  I  remem- 
rr, (correct  me  if  I  am  wron?,)  he  introduced  the 
n^  of  March.  1811,  just  as  Mr.  Serrurier's  arrival 
r»"?  announced.     As  soon  as  the  Minister's  arri- 
val in  Washington  was  known,  he  withdrew  his 
)iU.  as  understood   at  the   time,  to  proceed    wit- 
.j'iogly,  and  lo  allow   time  to  ascertain  from  the 
-pew  Minister  fresh  from  France,  whether  the  de- 
i  j^rtes  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  actuallv  repealed, 
•  ks  assumed   and    proclaimed    by   the  Executive, 
ffhe  inference  would  be  drawn  by  the  public,  if. 
r^fver  allowing  due  time  to  learn  the  result  of  the 
^  fcOiiferences  between  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
jpiU  wa.s  again   reported,  that  the  result  of  such 
.^ conference  was  favorable,  and  removed  all  doubt 
J 'oH  the  truth  of  ihe  proclamation.     If  not  again 
;ireported.    the    conclu'^ion   would    necessarily  be 
[drawn, 
« 


that  the  informatiou  extracted  from  Mr. 


parte. 

It  was  proper  here  to  notice  an  argument  much 
dwelt  upon  by  the  Treasury  side  of  the  House- 
that  the  communication  to  Congress  of  the 
French  repealing  decree  would  not  have  prevent- 
fd  the  war — nor  was  there  any  reason  lo  believe 
England  would  repeal  her  Orders  if  the  French 
repealin?  decree  had  been  communicated  to  her. 
To  which  1  can  offer  no  better  answer  than  this: 
she  did  repeal,  so  »oon  as  the  deranged  state  of 
the  Ministry  would  |>ermit.  and  in  less  than  a 
month,  or  thereabout>,  from  the  time  Mr.  Russell 
handed  in  the  decree.  But  the  argument  of  the 
gentlemen  supports  the  presumption  of  the  truth 
on  this  ground.  What  did  it  prove?  Precisely 
what  the  minority  have  all  along  and  invariably 
maintained— that  you  were  so  bent  upon  this  war, 

j  as  hardly  lo  desire  a  pretext  for  engaging  in  n  ; 
you  were  resolved  to  wage  it  let  what  might  hap- 

I  pen.     Had  Great  Britain    repealed    her   Orders, 


261 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRESS. 


262 


JONB,1813. 


French  Decree*. 


H.  or  R. 


which  were  the  noie  arolv«d  oiase  or  the  w«r. 
she  would  have  been  taken  up  on  the  ground  of 
impressment,  though  totally  abandoned  in  the  ar- 
rangement with  Erskine.  That  point  settled,  the 
new  principles  of  bl^^ade  would  have  remained 
to  be  adjusted  ;  eveSjIhis  settled,  restitution  of 
property  would  have  remained  as  ample  cause  of 
war  with  those  who  desired  it.  As  England  re- 
ceded we  have  always  advanced,  even  to  the 
point  of  treading  on  her  toes.  One  concession 
would  be  followed  up  by  demanding  another,  and, 
with  the  men  at  our  head  who  now  govern  us, 
war  was  inevitable,  sooner  or  later,  and  must  be 
continued,  or  the  natural  aliment  of  Democracy 
is  withheld,  and  it  pines  away  and  dies.  A  trea- 
ty with  England  was  always  deemed  tantamount 
to  a  declaration  of  war  with  France,  and  it  was 
notorious  that  the  late  President,  and  author  of 
all  the  evils  endured  by  the  country,  frequently 
declared  that  'he  wanted  no  treaty  with  Eng- 
land;*' this,  too,  while  negotiation  was  carried  on 
wiih  every  appearance  of  sincerity.  The  whole 
secret  lies  here;  it  was  thought  England  must  be 
conquered;  Bonaparte  would  bestride  the  globe, 
and  we  were  for  making  early  lerms  in  the  very 
manner  of  all  those  States  on  the  Continent,  that 
suffered  most  because  most  obsequious,  supple, 
and  submissive.  In  short,  the  elements  of  which 
the  ruling  party  is  composed,  require  a  constant 
state  of  excitement  and  irritation  to  be  kept  up 
against  England,  lest  the  party  disunite  and  is 
overthrown. 

It  remains  for  me,  said  Mr.  H..  to  account  for 
the  cause  of  the  falsehood,  if  a  falsehood,  told  by 
Bassano,  although  it  is  conclusive,  on  the  face  of 
the  correspondence,  that  at  least  one  palpable  lie 
has  been  lold  by  him.  I  will  prove,  by  his  own 
words,  that  Mr.  Barlow  very  modestly  requested 
the  Duke  to  tell  a  lie  to  answer  the  purpose  of  the 
Executive.  In  the  most  humiliating,  degrading, 
and  supplicating  tone,  upon  his  knees  almost,  he 
prays  the  Duke,  in  May.  1812.  to  publish  a  decree, 
declaring  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees  were 
repealed  in  November,  1810;  and  thus  to  legalize 
the  false  proclamation,  and  give  to  it  the  quality 
of  truth,  which  it  wanted  from  the  beginning; 
thus  dexterously  to  slide  under  us  again  the  pop- 
ular ground  which  had  been  slipfwa  from  under 
the  Administration  by  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  jug- 
gle. Well,  Monsieur,  always  courteous,  ever  ac- 
commodating, like  a  true-bred  Frenchman,  being 
importuned  to  lend  Mr.  Barlow  one  he  for  his  pur- 
poses, and  those  of  his  employer,  liberally  resolves 
to  tell  iwo  lies,  both  of  which,  however,  though 
caught  at  by  Mr.  Barlow.  a->  a  proof  of  his  great 
address  and  influence  with  the  French  Minister, 
add  to  the  difficulty  and  disgrace  of  Government, 


appears,  and   behold  !    it 


The   antedated    decree 

gives  the  lie  direct  to  Mr.  Madison's  proclama- 
tion, (never  lo  this  dav  recalled  in  language  '"be- 
coming the  occasion,")  establishes  the  injustice 
of  the  law  of  March,  1811,  and  the  unrighteous- 
ness of  this  war.  The  other  lie,  as  we  hope  it 
will  turn  out.  is,  that  the  decree  was  in  proper 
time  communicated  lo  Mr.  Russell  and  Mr.  Ser- 
rurier, to  be  laid  before  this  Government.     Take 


it  altogether,  never  was  such  aggravated  wron; 
and  injustice,  such  outrageous  insult  before  sub> 
raitted  to.  Here  are  the  extracts  from  Mr.  Bar- 
low's letters.  On  the  Ist  of  May,  1812,  Mr.  Bar- 
low writes  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano  in  these 
words : 

"  It  ia  much  to  be  desired  that  the  French  Govern- 

•  raent  would  now  make  and  publish  an  authentic  act, 
'  declaring  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  as  relative 
'  to  the  United  8tates,  to  have  ceased  in  November, 
'  1810,  declaring  that  they  have  not  been  appbed,  in 
'  any  ioatance,  aince  that  time,  and  that  they  ahall  not 
'  be  bO  applied  in  future." 

This  is  admitting  that  no  "authentic"  repeal 
had  before  taken  place ;  and  to  ask  the  Duke  in 
1812  to  delare  noir,  May  1st,  1812,  that  a  repeal 
took  place  at  that  date ;  and  to  ^  make  now,"  and 
publish  a  decree  to  that  effect,  waa  to  be  sure  a 
very  modest  request,  though  it  was  all-important 
to  ask  and  have  it  granted,  to  make  that  which 
was  false  in  November,  1810,  appear  to  have  been 
true  in  1812.  Mr.  Barlow  succeeds  in  his  request 
so  far  as  to  get  the  decree,  but  it  dates  the  repeal 
of  the  French  obnoxious  edict  in  April,  1811,  in- 
stead of  November,  1810.  Take  Mr.  Barlow's 
own  words.  I  will  now  read  an  extract,  said  Mr. 
H.,  from  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  of 
May  12.  1812: 

"  When,  in  the  conversation  above  alluded  to  (with 
'  Bassano,)  the  Duke  first  produced  to  me  the  decree 

•  of  28th  April,  1811,  I  made  no  comment  on  the 
<  strange  manner  in  which  it  had  been   so  long  con- 

•  cealed  from  me,  and  probably  from  you.  I  only  asked 
'  him  if  that  decree  had  been  published.  He  said  no; 
>  but  declared  it  had  been  communicated  to  my  prede- 
i  cessor  here,  and  likewise  sent  to  Mr.  Serrurier,  with 
i  orders  to  communicate  it  to  you." 

It  cannot  be  overlooked  that  these  despatches 
were  not  communicated  to  Congress  until  almost 
a  year  after  the  dale  of  Barlow's  letter  containing 
the  information,  instead  of  being  promptly  and 
voluntarily  communicated,  as  containing  nothing 
that  ii  was  desirable  to  cuuceal.  It  is  also  re- 
markable that,  when  communicated,  not  a  word 
of  explanation  or  contradiction  is  contained  in 
the  President's  Message.  He  merely  sends  the 
declaration  of  Bassano.  which  is  thus  impliedly 
admitted  to  be  correct  because  not  denied.  Mr. 
H.  said  guilt  lies  between  them,  and  illustrated  by 
the  case  of  robbery  or  murder  that  must  have 
been  committed  by  one  of  two  persons  only. 
The  innocent  man  would  insist  upon  a  search  or 
trial,  while  con&cious  gull  would  involuntarily 
bring  the  hand  of  the  other  over  bis  pocket,  and 
make  him  anxious  to  hush  up  the  affair.  As  an 
American,  Mr.  H.  was  anxious  to  have  the  mat- 
ter definitively  settled,  and  the  character  of  the 
Grovernment  vindicated,  if  the  guilt  was  on  the 
other  side  of  the  water.  He  contended,  that  all 
the  blood,  treasure,  and  national  character  lost  in 
this  war,  would  have  been  saved,  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  document,  the  concealment  of  which 
was  imputed  to  Mr.  Madison  by  the  French 
Minister,  as  was  supported  by  strong  presumptive 
evidence.  Mr.  H.  said,  from  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  the  promulgation  of  the  French  decree, 
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ju«    ur   luui  may,  me  aaie  oi  tJassaoo's  com- 

UDi- aMDg  the  repealing  decree  to  Mr.  Barlow. 

l4^    I8th   June,    there  was    more    than   tirae 

iOi»,^),  with  the  prevailing  winds  at  that  season. 


and  ji|  being  promulged  at  all.  there  was  cause 
to  s^lptct  that  the  French  Government  knew 
the  iiribd,  or  thereabouts,  wiien  war  would  be 
decULd,  Certainly,  it  being  the  avowed  object 
of  F«|nre  to  luvolve  us  in  a  war  with  England, 
after* »:>  long  denying  us  justice,  and  neglectmg 
to  reiwal  her  decrees,  she  would  do  nothing  that 
wou<-.  b€  the  means  of  accommodating  our  dis- 
pute!* iviih  England.  Upon  the  whole,  she  had 
pretty  precise  data  furnished  her  to  regulate  her 
mea!;i  res  by.  For  insunce,  the  embargo  of  April 
1st.  |i  ;12,  was  laid  for  ninety  days,  and  was  de- 
clarefi  tr  be  the  prelude  of  war.  From  the  1st 
of  A^f  ril,  to  the  lOih  May.  allowed  ample  time 
for  t::j  [  intelligence  to  be  carried  to  France,  and 
from  {he  10th  May.  the  date  of  Bassano's  com 
in 
to 
eno 

to  bl]wg  the  repealing  decree  to  thi.s  country. 
No^ft  never  has  been  satisfactorily  explained 
why^aie  war  was  declared  before  the  ninety  days, 
ihe  >|niiat:cii  of  the  embargo,  had  expired.  If 
the  rip<^aling  decree  came  to  hand  in  time  to 
prevjg|ii  the  war,  this  accounts  for  the  haste,  be- 
cauji^the  Wasp  had  been  despatched  from  France 
to  Ejigland,  and  ii  was  reasonable  to  expect,  and 
it  ^|s '.expt-cted.  that  a  corresponding  repeal 
woiMl  ;ake  place  in  England,  and  arrive  here 
belV  •  the  expiration  of  the  embargo,  and  thus 
wolf.  1  this  war  have  been  averted.  But  no,  the 
rae«.Jjrc  was  precipitated,  when  a  few  weeks,  at 
all  4\|eiits.  would  have  brought  us  the  repeal  of 
the^d^rs  i&  Council.  Time  alone  can  develope 
thes^'  iWngs,  though  accident  may  give  us  earlier 
infot  otwion,  and  exhibit  the  whole  transaction, 
Iny^i  -rious  as  it  now  is,  to  the  world. 

Ck  dej  all  circumstances,  Mr.  H.  wondered  how 
ihetjeople  were  carried  along  by  the  party  in 
poin^r,  ^bo  always  contrived  to  drown  the  voice 
ot  r,i,sc<n.  aud  to  bear  down  their  adversaries  by 
ciarti  »r.'  His  wonder  somewhat  ceased,  when  he 
hear,4  tbat  the  people,  in  the  section  of  the  counry 
froro|w^ich  came  the  gentleman  who  last  ad- 
dresjrd  the  House  yesterday,  never  heard,  until 
the  ^^sf  Spring,  that  there  had  been  any  .such 
thin^a*  Orders  in  Council.  Such  a  mass  of  ig- 
Dor.<i|c«i  could  be  led  by  the  nose  anywhere,  or 
mouliled  into  any  shape  that  their  leaders  pleased. 
Mr(  H.  would  return  once  more  to  the  gentle- 
man  pre- m  Tennessee.  (Mr.  GaoNDY,)  whom  he 
wasji^oc  yet  willing  to  leave. 

H*»oinserved  it  was  a  remark  made  by  one  of 
the  ^Jeatest,  best,  and  oiost consistent  statesmen  of 
f^^ii!  *"^^  «-nher  age,  that  "if  any  one  criterion 
'  mils  than  all  the  rest,  distinguished  a  wise  and 
'  P'^'v*'  ^^^^ernnient,  from  an  Administration 
'  ^I'P  *nd  improvident,  it  was  this,  well  to  know 
'  wi^&n«ndio  what  mannertosurrender  that  which 
'  It  ^8  imfwssible  to  keep."  Let  this  maxim  be 
reg^uied  in  the  present  case.  It  applies  to  indi- 
vidulls^s  well  as  Governments,  and  they  may  find 
theitkcfcount  in  respecting  the  experience  of  Ed- 
inua|  aurke.  I  know,  said  Mr.  H..  a  deaf  ear 
wilt  loot  only  be 
mavjfce  me^  with 


i 


turned    to  this  advice,  but   it 
sQters  and  ridicule.     I  know 


sir,  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  imbecility  and  its 
concomitant  obstinacy  to  benefit  by  experience 
or  to  acknowledge  any  other  influences,  or  yield 
to  any  other  impulses  than  the  passion  of  the  mo- 
ment. They  never  draw  lessons  of  wijdom  from 
adversity  ;  for  folly  is  sure  to  be  rendered  obdu- 
rate by  misfortune.  You  find  in  private  life  be- 
ings of  this  description,  perverse  and  headstrong 
in  proportion  to  the  uniformity  of  their  failures 
anck  disappointments.  Like  mules,  they  plant 
their  feel  in  the  ground,  and  can  neither  be  led 
nor  driven.  Once  overreached  and  pursued  by 
misfortune,  they  plunge  deeper  and  deeper  into 
difficulty  ;  they  will  multiply  their  desperate  ad- 
ventures, from  some  ten,  twenty,  to  an  hundred 
fold.  It  is  a  most  desperate  gambling  policy  they 
pursue,  a  policy  which  can  alone  be  likened  unto 
gambling,  where  the  unfortunate  adventurer  dou- 
bles and  redoubles  his  risk,  upon  the  plan  of  shoot- 
ing another  arrow  in  the  same  direction  to  brings 
back  tlial  whicli  |!j  lost. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  said  much 
of  British  influence,  in  connexion  with  his  doc- 
trine of  moral  treason.  Before  he  takes  the  mote 
from  our  eye,  let  him  pluck  the  beam  from  his 
own.  Let  him  judge  not,  lest  he  be  judged.  But, 
among  the  leading  prominent  causes  of  this  war, 
that  of  particular  foreign  predilections  and  par- 
tialities ;  that  of  French  influence,  is  never  ad- 
verted to.  but  an  instant  ferment,  a  flame  is  blown 
up  in  this  House,  threatening  to  devour  all  ob- 
noxious to  its  fury.  Why,  truly,  sir.  said  Mr. 
H.,  the  wonder  with  me  is,  that  any  doubt  or 
delicacy  should  be  felt  upon  that  subject.  It 
is  matter  of  historical  record,  the  annals  of 
all  time  show  it,  from  the  days  of  the  Caesars 
down  to  those  of  your  Napoleons,  that  all  nations, 
a  concametantibus.  ex  risceribus  rei,  have  had 
their  foreign  partialities,  their  favorites,  their  al- 
lies. I  know  not  that  human  nature  has  under- 
gone any  such  changes  as  to  forbid  or  refute  the 
supposition  of  a  particular  foreign  leaning  m 
the  councils  of  our  country,  for  nothing  is  more 
natural  or  easier  accounted  for.  Is  not  human 
nature  the  same  in  this  hemisphere,  that  it  is  ia 
Europe  ?  and  does  not  the  gentleman  know  that 
Holland  had  her  Schimmelpenninck,  Austria  her 
Cobenizel.  Sweden  her  old  doting  treacherous 
Duke  of  Suderraania,  and  Spain  her  Prince  of 
Peace?  At  different  periods,  every  nation  of 
Europe,  even  England  once  during  the  Stuart 
dynasty,  has  avowed,  has  not  pretended  to  deny 
or  conceal,  an  attachment  and  subserviency  ta 
France.  And  yet,  sir,  there  can  be  no  question, 
had  any  one  presumed  to  suspect  Godoy  on  the 
very  day  he  sold  his  country,  and  the  wages  of 
treason  were  paid,  his  head  would  have  been  the 
forfeit  for  such  suspicion,  if  withiffthe  traitor's 
reach.  So  sure  is  it  that  tyrants  and  wicked  men, 
that  the  guilty,  are  always  most  cruel,  most  im- 
placable, most  relentless  and  sanguinary.  They 
seek  to  cover  their  crimes  by  the  effect  of  terror, 
rage,  and  blood.  No  nation  felt  this  French  in- 
fluence, or  more  candidly  avowed  it  in  her  acts, 
than  immortal  Russia.  Some  of  her  best  citi- 
zens remained  almost  to  the  last  under  this  fatal, 
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unnatural  delusion.     But  she  saw  her  error  ere  it 


the  Government  of  France,  and  I  believe  it  will 


was  too  late.  She  saw  the  abyss  yawning  before  be  seen  that  no  probable  good  can  resulu  If  it 
her,  and  perceived  there  was  no  salvation  but  by  .  is  merely  to  afford  the  foundation  of  philippics 
breaking  up  her  French  connexions.  And  the  )  against  the  Emperor  of  France.  I  object  to  it,  be- 
graielul  acknowledgments  of  the  good  and  wise  j  cause  I  would  view  it  as  a  waste  of  time,  without 
of  every  clime  have  ascended  to  the  Throne  of  so  much  as  the  consolation  of  believing  that 
Grace  for  her  sudden  and  miraculous  deliverance;  anything  we  could  say  would  produce  a  sin- 
ihat  she  has  emancipated  Europe,  and  rescued  j  gle  instant  of  disagreeable  feeling;  and  certainly 
these  States  from  the  awful  calamities  impend-  ,  it  cannot  be  intended  to  pave  the  way  for  a  dec- 
ing  over  ihem  from  the  grave  dug  for  their  inde-  j  laration  of  war  against  that  nation,  when  we  have 
fendence.  It  is  a  reflection  ai  which  we  may  {a  negotiation  pending,  to  finish  which  we  have 
well  weep,  while  the  poor  Cossack  of  the  Don,  j  but  recently  sent  a  Minister, 
on  the  borders  of  the  "frightful  climate,"  was  i  Let  ua  next  examine  the  information  sought 
pouring  out  his  life's  blood  in  the  cause  of  hu-  I  for  with  a  view  to  see  whether  the  justice  of  the 
raanity.  American  blood  was  streaming  on  the  |  present  war  is  dependent  upon  it:  I  hold  that  it  is 
frontiers  of  Canada.  While  Napoleon  was  car-  in  no  point  of  view  dependent  upon  the  withhold- 
rying  on  '•  a  contest  for  the  Government  in  Spain,"  ;  ing  of  timely  information  of  the  repeal  of  the  Ber- 
our  restrictive  energies  were  withholding  from  |  lin  and  Milan  decrees.  This  will  lead  me  to 
the  betrayed  patriots  our  surplus  produce.  take  a  short  retrospect  of  the  conduct  of  Great 

[Mr.  H.,  being  completely  exhausted,  abruptly  Britain  and  France  about  the  time  of  the  date  of 
concluded,  finishing  his  course  of  argument.]         the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  Berlin  and  Milan 

Mr.  Montgomery  rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair  decrees,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  true  char- 
as  follows :  acter  of  the  diflerence  between  those  nations  and 

Mr.  Speuker,  I  have  risen  to  give  a  concise  view  j  this ;  in  doing  which,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
of  the  reasons  which  have  determined  me  to  '  ascertain  which  first  aggressed  upon  our  rights, 
vote  against  the  resolutions  under  consideration,  j  or  from  which  we  received  the  greatest  quantum 
Whenever  I  am  made  to  believe,  that  informa-  j  of  injury  ;  it  will  be  enough  that  each  has  given 
tion  sought  for  by  gentlemen,  is  necessary  m  |  us  just  cause  of  war.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
order  to  lorm  a  correct  opinion  as  to  the  course  France  and  Great  Britain,  after  having  carried 
to  be  pursued  in  respect  to  any  matter  proper  to  on  the  present  war  several  years  previous  to  the 
be  acted  on  by  this  House,  I  will  heartily  join  in     year  1S06-7,  with  all  the  rancor  which  the  hu- 


calling  for  it;  and  on  the  present  occasion,  if  I 
could  be  convinced  that  the  information  sought 
for  would  prove  that  the  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain was  uujust,  that  we  are  seeking  to  wrest  from 
her  something  to  which  by  the  principles  of  na- 
tional law  she  is  justly  entitled,  I  would  join  in 


man  mind  is  susceptible  qf — each  struggling  for 
the  de>iruction  of  the  other — found  their  efforts 
unavailing  by  the  ordinary  course  of  warfare. 
France,  inflated  with  and  wielding  a  power  on 
the  Continent  rarely  witnessed,  had  been  unable 
to  conquer  Great  Britain  by  the  direct  operations 


the  call,  and  would  take  such  measures  as  would  ,  of  war  :  Great  Brtiain,  powerful  on  the  ocean  be- 
show  that  we  now  abandoned  our  pretensions  and  yond  all  example,  had  been  unable  to  brin<T  France 
desired  peace.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  take  this  view  to  terms  by  the  ordinary  course  of  war  upon  her 
of  the  subject.  ,  ships,  colonies,  and  commerce.     In  this  slate  of 

I  have  reflected  on  these  resolutions  with  a  view  j  things,  ihey  seem  to  have  determined  respectively 
of  discovering  whether  the  information  sought  that  everything  should  yield  to  their  views  of  mu- 
for  could  form  the  basis  of  any  useful  act  on  the  ^  tual  destruction  and  self-aggrandizement;  that 
part  of  this  House,  or  of  this  Government,  and  |  those  principles  of  natural  reason,  which  ought 
the  conclusion  of  my  mind  is  that  it  would  not;  ;  to  govern  all  nations,  and  which,  under  the  name 
lam  therefore  resolved  to  oppose  them.  I  uke  j  of  national  law,  had  been  acknowledged  by  all 
ihe  object  of  the  mover  to  have  been  either  to  |  civilized  nations,  should  be  no  longer  regarded: 
procure  the  information  to  serve  as  the  basis  of  they  commenced  a  system  of  depredation,  of 
some  act  of  this  House  in  relation  to  some  of  our  plundering  of  the  commerce  of  all  peaceful  na- 
funclionaries,  the  Government  or  Emperor  of  tions,  each  alleging  that  the  course  taken  was 
France,  or  the  present  war  with  England.  Let  founded  in  just  retaliation.  Under  this  state  of 
us  then  examine  them  in  reference  to  the  first  of  things,  what  was  the  American  Government  bound 
these  objects:  if  ii  is  intended   merely  to  afford  ;  to  do?     I  answer,  that  at  most,  barely  to  demand 

I  reparation  from  both  ;  and  upon  refusal,  she  might 
rightfully  declare  war  against  one  or  both,  ac- 
cording to  our  view  of  political  expediency.  We 
were  under  no  moral  obligation  to  procure  a  re- 
peal of  the  Berlin  or  Milan  decrees,  as  a  condi- 
tion precedent  to  our  having  a  just  cause  of  war 
against  Great  Britain  for  captures  under  her  Or- 
ders in  Council;  neither  were  we  bound   to  pro- 


ihe  ground  of  censure  and  invective  against  some 
one  or  more  of  our  functionaries,  it  can  produce 
no  good  effect,  no  public  benefit  could  be  expected 
to  result ;  besides,  there  would  be  a  species  of  un- 
fairness in  the  course,  as  the  facts  and  arguments 
in  defence,  on  the  pan  of  the  accused,  could  not 
be  fully  developed.  If  any  misconduct  sufficient 
to  ground  an  impeachment  has  been  transacted, 


let  gentlemen  make  the  charge  and  proceed  by  I  cure  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  as  a  con- 
way  of  impeachment,  the  subject  will  then  be  !  dition  precedent  to  a  just  war  against  France  for 
fully  investigated,  the  accused  can  be  heard.  {  captures    under  the   Berlin    and    Milan  decrees. 

Let  us  eiamme  the  subject  with  reference  to  1  Each  had  violated  our  perfect  rights,  and  we  had  a 
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riglj  to  select  oar  enemy.    As  well  might  it  be  con- 
ten^d,  that  a  man  is  bound  to  adjust  the  priority 
of  tfjUry  between  two    highwaymen  who  hare 
at  (J^tinct  times  robbed  him,  before  he  shall  pro- 
yo  enforce  the  law  and  recover  his  property, 
insist  ihat  we  could  have  no  just  cause  of 
^tfainst   France  or   Great   Britain,  without 
>riu)g  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  or 
and  Milan  decrees. 
t,  e  Anverican  Government  it  will  be  recol- 
lecTi  I  endeavored  toprocurejustice,  to  procure  the 
reptjj  1   of  these  lawless  interdictions  of  neutral 
conj  lerce  by  negotiation,  and  failed.     It  was  then 
dee^;  ed  expedient  to  adopt  some  counter  restric- 
tiortlw'th   the  view  and  with  the   hope  that   it 
wo<il    dispose  one  or  both    of  the    belligerents 
to  sa  justly.    It  was  highly  important  to  succeed 
in  (training  justice  from  even  one,  as  that  would 
havVjIeft  us  to  contend  single-handed  against  the 
otht|;^     Willi  this  view  we  resorted  to  embargo, 
non«jiJitprcourse,  and    non-importation    laws,  con 
oec^  with  negotiation.    We  were  bandied  about 
frotijParis  to  Washington,  and  from  Washing- 
ton^i)  London,  to  no  purpose  but  to  prove  the 
perflybflhe  belligerents,  for  several  years.    Here, 
et  ;;V'  ask,  whether  we  are  bound  perpetually  to 
le   this  course?     I  think  most  certainly  not. 
tajjl  a   perfect  right  to  cease   to  endeavor  to 
ire  the  repeal  of  either  of  the  belligerent  re- 
lODs,  and   assert   our  right  to  the  peaceful 
ijion  of  the  ocean:    We  did   so,  and  war 
leclared   against  Great  Britain.     I   think  it 
tftir  conclusion,  from  what  I  have  advan- 
ced ^iiat  the  war  was  just  at  the  time  of  declaring 
it,a4f£  stood  connected  with  the  OrJersin  CounciL 
But^  view  of  the  war  as  connected  with  other 
caufy  Will  go  to  establish  still  more  firmly  the 
confusion,  and  strengthen  the  arguments  before 
tdv.^|cfd. 

ViVvj'ereentitledlocompensation  forspoliations 
our  commerce;  and  a  renunciation  on  the 
A  Great  Britain  of  the  doctrine  of  her  right 
briess  seamen  from  on  board  American  ships; 
JQ -abaridonmeni  of  the  practice.  As  I  have 
fto  person  contend  that  there  were  not 
!or  war.  according  to  the  principles  of  na- 
IkW.  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  stop  to  prove 
so;  it  will  only  be  proper  to  remark  some- 
)rt  thejr  nature.  With  respect  to  the  first, 
barely  remark,  that  one  of  the  strongest 
le  guarantees  against  the  repetition  of  na- 
•  iiijurie.«.  is  the  exacting  complete  repara- 
[>r,pasi:  wrongs.  With  respect  to  the  second, 
<fver}'  point  of  view  important:  the  very 
the  institution  of  Government  is  violated 
Erct  to  our  seafaxing  men,  if  we  neglect  or 
to  protect  them  to  the  utmost  of  our  pow- 
k  second  argument  is  drawn  from  the  very 
JUS  effect  the  practice  would  have  upon  our 
terce  ;  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Brit- 
lovernment  in  mis  way  to  supplant  us  in 
f  market.  A  third  argument  to  show  its  ino- 
port  ^c*',  is  drawn  from  the  inestimable  value  of 
persjiiai  liberty.  A  fourth  reason  for  making  a 
firm>»tand  in  opposition  to  it,  is,  that  it  is  of  a  per- 
mtr^jt  nature;  it  is  not  one  of  those  rights  which 


Gr«t  Britain  sets  tip  as  a  belligerent  right,  de- 
pendmg  upon  the  present  war;  but  one  which  she 
claims  to  exercise  through  all  time. 

From  the  foregoing  view,  the  conclusion  is 
much  strengthened,  that  we  had  good  cause  of 
war;  and  that  political  expediency  required  it 
should  be  declared  is,  to  my  mind,  also  stronirlv 
evinced.  *  ' 

Further,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  these  resolutions, 
because  they  seem  to  imply  that  we  had  no  cause 
of  war  except  for  spoliations  under  the  Orders  in 
Council,  or,  that  we  were  willing  to  abandon  the 
other  causes.  Jf  these  resolutions  pass,  it  might 
be  inferred,  and  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  by  our 
enemy,  that  we  now  thought  we  had  not  suffi- 
cient cause  of  war,  without  resorting  to  injuries 
under  the  Orders  in  Council;  that  we  now  re- 
pented the  course  we  have  taken.  I  am  opposed 
to  such  policy;  nothing  can  be  gained  by  it,  and 
much  may  be  lost.  We  have  taken  a  course,  it 
is  not  unjus!,  and  interest  and  honor  requires  we 
should  pursue  it  firmly,  and  if  possible  bring  it  to 
a  successful  end. 

Again,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  these  resolutions, 
because  I  believe  they  are  ill-timed,  and  may  have 
an  unhappy  effect  on  our  negotiations  now  pend- 
ing with  Great  Britain.  It  appears  to  me  entire- 
ly probable,  that  if  the  British  Ministry  are  in- 
formed of  our  being  about  to  review  the  causes 
which  have  been  alleged  for  the  war,  that  she  will 
be  indisposed  to  concede  anythinguntil  she  knows 
the  result;  this  may  produce  delay,  and  defeat 
the  negotiation  entirely.  We  ought  not  to  ex- 
pect reparation,  if  we  but  seem  to  doubt  our 
claim. 

It  is  contended  on  the  part  of  those  that  support 
the  resolutions,  that  the  British  Government  were 
not  notified  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  .Milan 
decrees  in  proper  time;  and  that  the  war  would 
have  been  prevented  by  a  timely  notice  of  the  re- 
peal, by   producing  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.     It  is  impossible  to  know  certainly  that 
a    repeal    of   the    Orders  in  Council    would   not 
have  preceded  our  declaration  of  war.  if  the  re- 
peal had  been  promptly  communicated  ;  but,  to 
my  mind,  there  seems  to  be  little  ground  for  the 
inlerence,  that  they  certainly  would  have  been  re- 
pealed, taking  Into  view  the  terms  of  the  repeal 
of  the  Berlin  and   Milan  decrees,  or  rather  the 
modification,  and  the  kind  of  repeal  which  was 
required  by  the  British  Government.     Mr.  Fos- 
ter, the  British  Minister,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, our  Secretary  of  State,  dated  July  3d,    1811, 
says  '-That,  whenever  France  should  haveeffcct- 
'  ually  repealed  her  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and 
•  should  have  restored  neutral  commerce  to  the 
'  condition  in  which   it  stood   previously  to  the 
'  promulgation  of  those  decrees,  we  should  imme- 
;  diaiely  repeal   our  Orders  m    Council."     This 
IS  the    language  of  the  authorized  agent  of  the 
British  Government;  and,  from  this  declaration, 
we  were  required  not  only  to  procure  from  France 
such  a  modification  as  would  restore  our  own  com- 
merce as  a   neutral  to  its  wonted  footing,  bt.t  a 
complete  repeal,   restoring  the  commerce  of  all 
neutral  nations  to  the  footing  upon  which  it  rest- 
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ed  before  the  issuing  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees. The  repeal  or  rather  modification  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  of  the  28th  of  April, 
1811,  only  respected  American  commerce,  leaving 
the  commerce  of  all  other  neutrals  to  their  oper- 
ation. Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  could  not  be  expected  to  be  repealed  upon 
the  production  of  an  instrument  merely  modify- 
ing those  decrees  to  favor  the  Americans :  and 
this  would  seem  at  least  a  tolerable  apology  for 
not  givine  the  British  Government  early  infor- 
mation cl  the  existence  of  such  instrument.  It 
was  not  such  a  writing  as  they  required.  And. 
by  the  way,  I  think  their  requisition  so  insulting 
and  so  unreasonable,  that  no  further  attempt 
ought  to  have  been  made;  it  was  not  enough  that 
we  would  obtain  from  France  a  partial  repeal  or 
modification  so  as  to  secure  our  rights,  but  we 
were  required  to  engage  in  the  very  chivalrous 
business  of  being  the  advocate  and  champion  of 
all  neutral  nations,  in  order  to  procure  the  exer- 
cise of  our  rights. 

But.  sir,  1  do  not  believe  the  repeal  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees  was  the  true  cause  of  the 
rescinding  the  Orders  in  Council.  The  Prince 
Regent,  in  the  instrument  repealing  the  Orders 
in  Council,  expresses  his  opinion  that  the  French 
repealing  decree  was  not  such  as  had  been  re- 
(juired  ;  from  which,  believing  as  I  do,  that  he 
was  not  disposed  to  yield  to  the  United  States  or 
any  other  nation  anything  through  mere  courte- 
sy, 1  infer  that  some  other  reason  or  cause  induced 
the  repeal.  More  than  a  month  elapsed  between 
the  notification  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  before  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
repealed  Another  reason  to  show  it  improbable 
that  the  one  was  really  the  cause  of  the  other  : 
It  will  be  recollected,  that  great  complaints  ex- 
isted m  the  great  manufacturing  towns  of  Great 
Britain  on  account  of  the  operaiion  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  ;  that  a  lengthy  investigation  was  had 
m  the  House  of  Commons  to  ascertain  their  ef- 
fects upon  their  own  commerce  and  manufactures. 
Now,  sir,  I  believe  that  the  result  of  this  inquiry 
was,  that  their  own  restrictions  were  recoiling 
upon  themselves  ;  that  their  own  manufactures, 
one  of  the  main  pillars  of  their  opulence  and  pow- 
er, was  about  to  be  sapped,  and  the  nation  vitally 
injured  ;  and  this  I  believe  was  the  real  cause  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  The  modi- 
fication of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  happily 
presented  an  apology,  and  rescued  them  from  the 
open  shame  of  being  obliged  to  abandon  their 
own  measures  without  a  plausible  reason. 

It  has  been  contended  by  some  of  those  who 
support  these  resolutions,  that,  if  the  Orders  in 
Council  bad  been  repealed,  we  would  nor  have 
gone  to  war  on  account  of  the  doctrine  and  prac- 
tice of  impressment ;  and  they  infer  this  from  our 
Government  failing  to  press  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment for  some  time  in  the  course  of  the  last 
attempts  at  adjustment  by  negotiation.  To  this 
1  answer,  that  it  is  impossible  to  know  what 
course  our  Government  would  have  taken;  but 
it  is  very  clear  to  me,  that  this  nation  would  have 
shown   an   astonishing  indifference   to  its  honor 


and  interest  to  have  abandoned  the  ground  which 
it  had  taken,  and  ably  maintained  by  argument, 
in  relation  to  this  point.  But  I  conceive  there  is 
a  very  satisfactory  reason,  why  the  American 
Government  did  not  continually  press  this  point: 
this  was  a  matter  in  which  Britain  stood  alone; 
it  did  not  depend  upon  the  war ;  it  was  import- 
ant to  adjust  with  one  of  the  warring  Powers  the 
differences  connected  ^ith  the  war,  with  a  view 
to  placing  one  of  them  more  directly  and  exclu- 
sively in  the  wrong.  This  I  take  to  be  the  true 
reason  why  the  point  of  impressment  was  not  so 
constantly  pressed,  and  not  that  our  Government 
viewed  it  as  inconsiderable  in  its  nature. 

If  my  view  of  the  effects  of  these  resolutions  be 
correct,  they  ought  not  to  pass,  because  the  infor- 
mation sought  for,  be  it  what  it  may,  cannot  form 
the  basis  of  any  useful  public  act;  and  because 
the  passage  would  seem  to  imply  that  we  have 
no  cause  of  war  against  Great  Britain  but  what 
was  connected  with  the  Orders  in  Council;  and 
because  their  passage  would  be  ill-limed,  and  may 
injuriously  aflfect  our  present  attempt  to  negotiate 
with  Britain. 

Mr.  Telfair  expressed  his  regret  at  the  range 
that  this  question   had  taken,  though  an  appre- 
hension of  the  reality  had  been  excited  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  resolutions  before  the  House. 
He  arose  not  to  follow  the  example  of  gentlemen, 
but  to  exhibit  it  in  a  point  of  view  in  which,  to 
his  surprise,  it  had  not  yet  been  presented.     Sir, 
the  question  of  the  policy,  the  justice,  or  necessity 
of  a  declaration  of  war  is  not  the  one  now  before 
the  nation— it  is  idle  to  spend  time  in  debating 
it — the  special  and  important  objects  of  this  ses- 
sion will  not  sanction  the  discussion  of  it.     It  has 
not  only  been  discussed  in  its  proper  place,  but 
was  renewed  at  the  last  session,  and  the  causes 
most  ably  developed.     May  I  be  excused,  sir,  in 
expressing  an  apprehension  that  the  consciousness 
of  defeat  at  that  time  has  induced  the  opposition 
to  renew  their  charge  at  this  session,  goaded  on 
as  they  are  by  recent  mortification,  and  cheered 
by  the  enchantments  of  existing  hope.     But,  sir. 
is  there  no  termination  to  a  question  of  this  sort  ? 
Is  every  effort  of  the  Government  in  prosecuting 
the  war  to  be  clogged    by  details  of  the  causes 
which  produced  it?     What,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the 
acknowledged  definition  of  war?     It  is  the  com- 
bined energies  of  one  nation  brought  forcibly  into 
action  against  the  united   exertions  of  another, 
legitimately   authorized    by    either.     Who,   sir, 
under  our  Constitution,  is  authorized  to  declare 
war?     Not,  as  in  England,  a  capricious  or  ambi- 
tious monarch ;  but  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States— a  body  taken  from  the  people,  and  liable 
again  to  return  among  them — emphatically,  sir. 
the  people  themselves.     Surely,  then,  when  the 
nation  is  legitimately  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of 
war,  when,  in  the  language  of  the  definition,  the 
people  are  called  upon  to  unite  in  resisting  foreign 
dominion — when  ihe  enemy  is  knocking  at  your 
very  doors,  it  is  ihe  duty  not  only  of  the  minor 
officers  of  this  country  to  stand  forih  in  its  cause 
but   it  is   more   imperiously    the   duty    of  erery 
branch  of  that  power  which  had  declared  ii  to 
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e^ute  it  wiih  »J|ror,  to  the  intent  that  an  hon-  \  ceptible  of  »och  an  influence,  in  like  manner  i 


oiti^lt^  and   permanent    peace   may   be   secured 


my  abhorrence  of  such  a  charge  made  upon  any 
other  than  the  most  irresistible  evidence. 

Sir.  the  gentlemen  who  ref^ai  this  charge 
should  recur  to  the  source  whence  so  degrading 
an  imputation  first  emanated.  He  who  first  pro- 
claimed the  existence  of  French  induence  in  this 


declaration  of  war.  when  legitimately  made, 

ike   eery   other   truth   demonstrated    to   the 

a>Q  mind,  which  is  ever  after  received  as  an 

•niable   proposition,  whence  to  deduce  other 

enuences.  until  refuted  by  additional  devel- 
^t^  "f  the  same  faculty  which  established  ;  country  was  proven  an  abhorred  and  cruel  traitor. 
it.(*Bdt  the  same  authority  under  our  Constitu- '  Yes,  sir.  the  first  tongue  which  dared  io  utter 
tic^  which  declared  the  war  is  not  adequate  to  a  i  such  an  insinuation  was  that  of  the  ever  accursed 
re%Lf)r^tion  of  peace.  Hence,  the  want  of  com-  Arnold — let  gentlemen  then  pause,  and  weigh 
pl<U^  analogy  ;  hence,  when  the  Congress  have  well  the  motive  of  such  a  charge.  But  let  me 
de^pijed  the   nation  in   a  slate   of  war,  its  judg-    not,  hence,  be  supposed  to  accuse  every  one  who 


miti  ,t  .s  final  as  to  itself — to  prosecute  it  is  within 
its^  ptflpeiency  ;  but  legislation  for  a  peace  is  by 
tht  act  transferred  to  the  treaty-making  power. 
BJiJ  sir,  further,  this  is  defensive  war ;  for  that 
oaiJ^Q  which  has  committed  the  first  aggression 


repeats  it  of  nurturing  the  same  execrable  spirit — 
no,  sir.  I  dare  nut  wrong  myself  by  uttering  so 
unwarranted  an  accusation  against  honorable 
members;  yet  I  would  expect  of  gentlemen  to 
refer  to  those  sentiments  of  honor  which  are  their 


Uff^  oonif  primary  or  essential  right  of  another,     boast  before  they  repeat  so  foul  a  charge  derived 
hai»C9ramenced  the   act   of  war.  and  that  other  !  from  so  infamous  a  source. 

wy^^  reacts  under  a   declaration,  whether  by.      Mr.  Speaker,  much  time  has  been  wasted  in 
rPji|l»^'»on  or  otherwise,  is  on  the  defensive.    Yes.    reviewing  the  insults  and   injuries  inflicted  upon 
1^  iUch  a  nation  is  on  the  defensive,  even  though     this    nation    by    the    Government    of   France — 

wasted,  I  say,  because  it  is  not  accompanied  by 
any  proposition,  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
done  so,  to  resist  them  by  a  declaration  of  war — 
wasted,  sir.  because  they  aim  at  no  practical  re- 
sult. All  that  I  have  to  answer  is  simply  this  : 
both  Great  Britain  and  France  have  committed 


SI 

an-  ttuck  upon  the  enemy  in  his  own  quarters 
beti  lade.  in  order  to  secure  you  from  future  harm. 
Aj,  will  gentlemen  pretend  to  say  that  Great 
Bi|r  am  has  not  committed  glaring  outrages  upon 
th.  Ipriraary  and  essential  rights  of  this  nation  ; 
that  she  has  not   levelled  a  deadly  blow  at  its 


vejrf  independence  ?     That  she  has  not  essayed  i  outrages  upon  this  nation  sutficieni  to  justily  on 

Us  back  to  a  St         '"'"'"      ' 
0004  tue    requisition   to    pass 


to 


jrr  indep< 
i'tjfieig  us 


back  to  a  Mate  of  colonization  ?     Was 
,.   ,  .  to   pass   all    of  our  vessels 

th^iugh  her  ports,  there  to  pay  a  tax  or  duty,  in 
thjjform  of  license,  such  an  outrage?  Was  not 
th^'5e3<tensive  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Europe. 
Xrh  lOUt  an  adequate  force,  under  which  our  ves- 
seTj  wiere  rifled,  such  a  violation   of  the  funda- 


our  part  the  most  determined  war,  and  conse- 
quently whichever  of  them  had  been  selected 
would  have  presented  to  ray  mind  ample  and 
sufficient  causes  for  its  vigorous  prosecution. 
Upon  my  entrance  into  this  body,  I  find  the  na- 
tion involved  in  a  war  forced  upon  it  by  the  in- 
justice of  the  enemy  ;  and  because  another  Gov- 
mri  taa  principles  of  national  law  as  to  justify  I  ernment  has  been  hardly  less  iniquitous.  I  see  no 
thij^ nation  in  resistance?     "'--  —    ?  -  ■-  1 r       l       .  .  .        ■      . 


Was  not,  I  ask,  sir. 
the  horrid  usurpation  of  impressing  American  i 
seamen,  of  consigning  them  to  the  most  cruel  of 
borSlage,  that  under  which  they  might  be  com- 
pel|«;ci  to  serve  as  instruments  in  heaping  insult 
ijijury  upon  their  own  nation,  upon  their 
t.'-ymen,  their  biethren,  an  encroachment  of 
ost  daring  kind — a  violation  of  a  primary 


reason  for  abandoning  the  attitude  which  a  prior 
Congress  had  assumed,  even  though  it  were  ad- 
mitted that  this  body  as  such  had  a  right  to  do 
so,  the  contrary  of  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
prove.  As  a  general  principle,  it  is  certainly 
true,  that  where  the  genuine  interest  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  compromitied  by  its  Adrainisfta- 
tion,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen 


have  re- 
obsolete 


an 

GOV 

th« 

an 

fo^lnaoly  reaction  on  our  part? 

iienfler.ien,  in  tht-  course  of  debate, 
Tii^'the  insulting,  and  I  had  hoped 
ch;i^ge  of  French  inliueuce.     It  is  not,  sir,  in  my 

naj|r(»  to  tnter  a  defence,  which  would  be  as  de-     ^ 

gr;^4ing  to  me,  as  derogatory  to  the  Chief  Magis-  i  hesitate  before  h«  attempts  to  expose  those  mat" 
tra^-  of  this  nation,  whose  enlightened  and  liber-  \  ters  to  the  world. .properly  within  the  Executive 
al*:rd  mind  early  rose  superior  to  that  unhallowed  discretion  ;  for  the  same  medium  which  would 
sefi^hnebsot  soul  which  grasps  at  the  trappings  of  ,  convey  to  the  people  the  errors  of  its  agents  at 
ar^joeracy.  and  with  conscious  littleness  shrinks  j  this  time,  would  also  expose  to  the  enemy  the 
trtkp  the  sacred  principles  of  Republicanism,  be-  weakness  of  the  Government,  and  its  inadequacy 
ca^iejt  alfords  no  artificial  props  to  ephemeral  lu  support  the  cause  in  which  it  is  engaged. 
gr^4tn;ess.  The  private  as  well  as  public  virtues  ,  And,  sir,  I  am  emboldened  to  ^ay,  that  in  rela- 
ol  bhii  man  so  efi'ectually  shield  him  from  the  !  tion   to   the  question   before   us,  there  can  be  no 


e.-senMal  right  of  this  naiiun,  such  as  called  i  to  hold  it  up  to  the  view  ol  the  people  in  its  real 
..  .^  .  r,  character,  that  no  future  confidence  may  be  re- 

posed in  It.  But  It  IS  equally  true,  that  where 
the  Government  has  been  driven  to  its  final  re- 
sort by  the  aggressions  of  a  powerful  enemy,  it 
then  becomes  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 


shwis.of  u-njust  insiuuations  as  to  need  no  vindi- 
cafi*.n;  I  speak,  sir,  with  freedom,  because  I  am 
cofjcious  that  those  who  know  me  will  not  be- 
lie^^  we  capable  of  flattery.  As  I  should  despise 
«l<5i^  ifhan  1  can  express  the  Administration  sus- 
» 

4 


i 


discrimination  bt-tween  the  Administration  and 
the  country  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a  complete 
identity.  An  individual,  at  this  crisis,  attempt- 
ing to  unfold  the  matters  connected  with  the  ne- 
gotiations  between   this   country   and    the    two 
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great  belligerents  of  Europe,  before  our  declara- 
tion of  war,  should  recollect  he  is  doing  mors? 
than  exposing  the  weakness  of  their  agents  to 
the  people,  the  rightful  sovereigns  of  the  nation  ; 
he  is  exposing  the  defects  of  nis  own  Govern- 
ment to  the  enemy  ;  instead  of  closing,  he  is 
widening  the  breach  ;  instead  of  strengthening 
the  arm  of  his  country,  he  is  weakening  its  en- 
ergies. But  these  gentlemen  profess  to  be  the 
friends  of  peace.  If  sowing  seeds  from  which 
inevitably  spring  dissensions,  evinces  a  love  of 
peace  ;  if  debilitating  their  own  Government, 
and  thereby  encouraging  the  enemy,  mark  the 
character  of  a  pacific  disposition  ;  finally,  if  local 
predilections  countenancing  sentiments  lending 
to  disunion,  are  peculiar  to  the  man  of  peace.  I 
shall  not  envy  the  title.  But,  sir,  from  the  gen- 
erality of  my  positions,  two  presumptions  might 
possibly  be  assumed  by  some  as  necessary  cpnse- 
quences:  either  that  I  would  limit  the  freedom 
of  the  press  in  seasons  of  danger ;  or  that  a  con- 
sciousness of  soraeihing  wrong  in  the  Cabinet, 
as  it  is  called,  would  induce  me  to  screen  it  from 
investigation.  Let  me  be  understood  to  have 
advanced  a  principle  intended  to  have  a  moral, 
not  a  coercive  operation.  No  member  of  this 
House  would  be  found  more  unwilling  to  restrain 
the  freedom  of  the  press ;  I  would  permit  its 
widest  latitude,  except  where  its  object  was  un- 
deniably to  aid  the  enemy  ;  I  would  nut  forcibly 
restrain  its  most  unrestrained  licentiousness  when 
applying  its  scourges  to  public  agents;  after  trav- 
elling through  the  whole  circle  of  licentiousness, 
I  would  let  It  stand  selt-convicied  and  self-con- 
verted. Further.  1  fear  not  the  test  of  these  res- 
olutions ;  I  feel  perfectly  assured  that  the  answer 
of  the  Executive  will  be  such  as  to  enhance  its 
character  ;  and  if  the  resolutions  were  in  them- 
selves proper,  and  the  answer  could  be  confined 
to  the  people  of  this  country.  I  should  be  found 
among  their  warmest  advocates. 

I  am  now.  Mr.  Speaker,  brought  to  the  special 
reasons  which  will  induce  my  negative  to  these 
resolutions.  It  has  been  admitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Shefkey.)  or  the  mover 
of  these  resolutions,  (Mr.  Webster.)  I  cannot 
distinctly  recollect  which,  and  if  I  err  in  the 
reference,  I  assert  the  fact  myself,  that  the  reso- 
lution introduced  at  the  close  of  the  last  session, 
and  answered  by  the  President,  embraced  all  the 
matter  in  general  terms,  contained  in  those  now 
before  the  House,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
relative  characters  of  the  Executive  and  Legis- 
lative branches.     It  was  in  these  words: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  be  caused  to  h«  laid  before  this  House 
the  French  decree  purporting  to  be  a  repeal  of  the 
Berhn  and  Milan  decreet,  referred  to  in  hit  Message 
of  the  4ih  ©f  November  last,  together  with  such  in- 
formation as  he  may  possess  concerning  the  time  and 
manner  of  promulgating  the  same ;  and  also  any  cor- 
respondence or  information  touching  the  relations  of 
the  United  8late«  with  France,  in  the  office  of  the 
Liepartment  of  t^tate,  not  heretofore  communicated, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  it  is  not  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interest  to  communicate." 


This  House,  then,  sir,  had  made  a  special  call 
upon  the  Executive  as  to   the  time  and  manner 
of  the  promulgation   of  this  decree;  they  made 
a  general  call  as  to  all  correspondences  and  other 
information  touching  the  relations  between  this 
Government  and  that  of  France,  with  the  usual 
exception  of  such  matters  as  the   public  interest 
forbade  him  to  communicate.     This  resolution 
having  been  answered   by  the    President,  enclo- 
sing the  documents  desired,  what,  I  ask,  sir.  was 
ihe  fair  and  reasonable  presumption?     Certainly 
that  the    President  had  done   nis  duty  ;  that  he 
had   cotnmunicaied  all   the    information  in    the 
Department  of  State  not  within  the  express  res- 
ervation or  exception  contained  in  the  resolution 
1  itself;  and  this  belief,  no  doubt,  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  President's  answer,  existed  in  every  mind, 
until  the  assertion  of  the   Duke  of  Bassano,  not 
repeated  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Barlow,  destroyed  in 
some    minds    this   fair    presumption.     This  pre- 
sumption, which  in  the  discussion  of  a  contested 
election    the    day   before    yesterday,    was    urged 
with  so  much  pertinacity  and  success  by  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  the  advo- 
cates   of  these    resolutions    seem    now    to   have 
abandoned   or   forgotten.     A   sheriflf  in   that  in- 
stance had  been  required  by  the  law  to  adminis- 
ter an  oath  to  the  clerks  of  election,  but  no  cer- 
tificate of  such   oath  appearing   on   the  returns, 
the  petitioning  member  avers  that  it  was  not  ad- 
ministered ;  but,  sir,  such  regard  had  the  gentle- 
man  for   the   reputation  of  this  officer,  that  this 
presumption  was  sufficient  to  repel  the  assertion 
of  a  respectable   individual,  formerly  a  member 
of  this  House,  and  at  that  time  petitioning  to  be 
admitted  in    lieu  of  the  sitting  member.     This 
presumption   in  favor  of  the  officer,  I  believed 
with  them  to  be  founded  in  sound  principle,  and 
its  influence   was   visible   on   the    vole   of  this 
House — a   principle   whose  influence   cherishes, 
not  only  the  character  of  the  honest  officer  of 
the  Government,  but  pervades  every  class  of  the 
community — for  every  man  is  presumed  innocent 
until   proven  to  be   guilty.     But,    forsooth,   this 
principle  in  every  other  situation  so  sacred,  when 
applied   to  the   Chief  .Magistrate  of  the  United 
States,  IS  rejected — to  him  it  furnishes  no  pro- 
tection.    A  being  whose  character  has  been  por- 
trayed with  a  pencil  dipped  in  acrimony  ;  a  being 
whom  the  opposition  have  described  as  the  mere 
creature  of  Bonaparte,  the  prime  agent  of  the 
destroyer  of  Europe,  is  to  absolve,  by  a  mere 
ipse  dixit,  this   fair   and   most   reasonable  pre- 
sumption.    Upon  the  declaration  of  such  an  in- 
dividual in  the  conversation  with  our  Minister, 
that   the  decree  had  been  communicated  to  the 
predecessor  of  Mr.  Barlow,  the  presumption  that 
the  President  had  dune  his  duty,  had  communi- 
cated everything   relative   to   its    promulgation 
which  the  interest  of  the  country  did  not  i'orbid, 
suddenly  vanishes — an  eflfect  which  the  assertion 
of  the  most  respectable  freeman  of  his  country 
would  not  produce  under  like  circumstances,  if 
uttered  against   the    most  insignificant  officer  of 
the    Government.     This    enchantment,    indeed, 
looks  like  French  influence ;  and,  sin  we  have 
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*(\Qng  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  morality  of   the  Executive  last  session  on  this  subject,  and 
tlls-new  standard  of  veracity — this  same  Duke    the  result  of  that  call — to  some  geotlenien  who 
.  of  ZJassano — will  supersede  the  doctrines  of  that    have  just  uken  their  seats  in   the  House  for  the 
j  gf'OiJ  pious  soul  the  Prince  Regent,  the  bulwark    hrst  time,  the  resolutions  under  consideration  may 
i  ov  cur  religion.  j  appear   unnecessarily   deflnite  and   inquisitorial. 

I     'But  fo  be  serious,  sir,  I  am   one  prepared  to    They  might  well  imagine,  that  a  general  resolu- 
•  give  the  preference   to  the   implied  assertion  of    Hon,  in  ordinary  form,  would  brmg  forth  all  the 
;  we  President,  that  other  information  was  not  in     information  now  desired.     The  reasonableness  of 
T(^  Department  of  State,  or  if  there,  the  public     this  opinion    proves,  incontesiably,  the  propriety 
iriefest,  in  his  estimation,  forbade  its  communi-    and   necessity  of  the  course   now   proposed.     A 
,  cation.     Sir,  though  1  have  no  apprehension  but    general  call,  such  as  that  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
I  tt|«t  the  President  will   be  able  to  return  an  an-     man  from  Kentucky,  was  made  near  the  close  of 
ts^et  to  these  resol4jtions.  honorable  to  the  Gov-    the  last  session  of  Congress,     The  terms  of  that 
}e»|ament.  permit  me  to  close  with  a  single  illus-    resolution  were   sufficiently  broad   and   compre- 
i  ^'3^'^°  °'  '^^  principle  with  which  I  commenced,     hensive  to  authorize  the  expectation,  that  the  in- 
:  "V"|h^n  the  great   navigator  Columbus  conceived     formation  sought  for  would  be  obtained.     What 
'Itjc'  existence  of  a  new  world,  much  opposition  :  was  the  fact?     In  the  night,  and  at  the  last  hour 
»^,||turally  arose  to  the  enterprise — it  appearing  to    of  the  session,  a  confidential  Message  was  receiv- 
'mpny  too  visionary  and  replete  with  difficulties.  <  ed  from  the  President  containing  those  garbled  ei- 
jSjcii  opposition,  under   such    impressions,  was    tracts  which  have  excited  so  much  suspicion  and 
jCJftainly  justifiable.     The    mariners   who   after-    indgnation,  which  evidently  left  a  tale  behind, 
Iw^ri^s  associated  themselves  with  him  would  in-  ,  which  it  is  our   purpose  and  our  duty  to  unfold! 
f^ijbilably  have  been  justified  in  refusing  to  em-  ;  It  is  a  fact  al.iO,  not  unworthy  of  remembrance, 
ibirk  ;    but   after   the    voyage   was   commenced,    t'l^t  in  reply  to  a  call  of  the  Senate  on  this  same 
•v,jien  Within  a  few  day's  sail  of  land,  who  is  not    subject,  the   like  extracts  were  given  under  the 
filled  with  emotion   upon  recurring  to  the  mur-    injunction  of  secrecy.     Is  it  not  a  iheme  for  curi- 
n>|irp  and   violence  threatened  ?     Who  does  not     ous  speculation,  to  know  what  liigh  and  weighty 
rti'oice  i«   the  conr,;>romise  which  was  rewarded     considerations    of    State    rendered    necessary    a 
b^a  new  world  ;  else  what  had  been  the  unborn     pledge  of  secrecy  on  the   part  of  both    branches 
»i;a|tnes.<  of  this  Congress  itself  ?  Sir,  I  instance    of  the    Legislature,  as  the  condition   on    which 
s'mer^'lv  to  show  that   an   opposition  may  at     those  precious  extracts  should  be  made  known  to 
peri.jd   be  jusUfiable  and  not  at   another—  ,  them  ;  and  wliat  sudden  change  of  policy  should 
I'^'^^tpj^'-s jleclaration  was  the  time  to  have  op-  ]  have  absolved  the   members  of  this  House  from 

the  pledge  of  secrecy,  which  for  several  weeks 
had  been  im  posed  on  the  Senate  ?  What  was  the 
real  motive  for  keeping  those  papers  from  the 
public  eye  is  to  me  unknown  ;  and  I  trust,  other 
considerations,  than  the  mere  convenience  of  the 
galleries,  authorized  their  public  disclosure. 

-   __,. „..,..  „  ui3v,u33iuii,  uii   uic  I       Mr-    Speaker:     In    a    Government    like    this, 

t  ol  scime  gentlemen  at  least,  so  able  and  so  i  where  not  only  freedom,  but  publicity  of  debate 
/resting.  But,  sir,  impelled  by  a  sense  of  pos- t  is  guarantied  by  the  charier  of  our  rights; 
ifc^e  duty  to  myself,  and  to  those  good  men  who  !  where  the  people  have  the  right  to  know,  not 
h|Xe;placed  me  here  as  their  representative,  lean- 1  only  what  is  done,  but  how  and  by  whom',  all 
nx^  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  forego  all  consider-  transactions  enveloped  in  mystery,  or  clothed 
')ns  of  personal  convenience,  to  do  that  which  ,  with  secrecy,  naturally  excite  suspicion,  and  not 
try  getttleman  of  the  minority,  in  the  habit  of  I  unfrequently  alarm.  This  will  continue  lo- 
jaUng,  ought  to  do,  protest  against  the  abom-  separable  from  our  nature,  whilst  a  vestige  of 
Me,  the  slavish  doctrine  advanced,  and    repel    liberty  remains.     It  is  that  characteristic  of  free- 


^ 


[eA  the  war. 

[f.  Pi.ARsoN  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
klf.  Speaker:  I  rise  to  address  vou  under  cir- 
Jnstances  not  the  most  favorable  to  myself; 
•an  [  indulge  the  expectation  of  obtaining 
^  patient  attention  of  the  House  at  this  late 
ijirof  t:ie  day.  and   after  a  discussion,  on  the 


r    charges  and  insinuations  made  by  the  mem- 
\  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grundy.)     It   is  not, 


fjjvever.  my  purpose  solely  to  notice  the  remarks 
fithe  member  from  Tennessee;  nor  shall  I  pur- 
oiher  gentlemen   through  all   their  windings 
turnings,  in  the  wild,  wide  range  they  have 
u  in  this  debate.     T'  "    " 

fliandssome  attention. 


^*!»_'"  '^'^^  debate.     The^proposition  before  us,    right  in  the  relations  of  this   country  with  the 

something  is  rot- 


dfi^iijct  ;   It    is   an    inquiry 


men  which  distinguishes  ihein  from  the  slaves 
and  sycophants  of  power.  Here  let  me  tell  gen- 
tlemen, whatever  may  be  their  opinions,  however 
honest  and  unbounded  ruay  be  their  confidence, 
there  does  exist  no  slight  impression  among 
many  of  our  best  and  wisest  men.  that  all  is  no* 
.      .  ,     ''g*»t  in  the  relations  of  this   country  v 

It  is  plain,  simple,  and     Government  of  France — that  '•somethio 

^         ,     _    .„.,-../   for    'the  truth,   the     ten  in  the  state  of  Denmark."    Whether  This  im- 

WfiOle  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,"  in  rela-  pression  be  well  or  illy  founded,  is  not  for  me  to 
li-u  to  a  subject  deemed  vitally  interesting  to  us  say  ;  but  when  we  reflect,  that  amid  this  massy 
asa  people— involving  the  reputation  of  our  Ad-  pile  of  documents,  with  which  your  ubles  are 
mi^iatraiion  and  its  agents,  or  that  being  and  his  breaking  and  your  shelves  are  groaning  »o  few 
a|^t»  who  tells  us  he  loves  us,  and  we  are  pages  are  to  be  found  in  relation  to  our  compli- 
aH^ned  to  call  our  ally.  To  gentlemen  situated  cated  concerns  with  France,  scarcely  one  entire 
a|fche  honorable  member  from  Kentucky.  (Mr.  '  letter  to  be  seen,  and  no  where  to  be  heard  a 
.yw-KVLit.)  who  was  ignorant  of  the  call  made  on  I  bold,  dignified  and  spirited  tone  of  remonstrance 
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against  the  monstrous  wrongs  and  galling  insults 
of  the  tyrant  who  rules  that  devoted  nation: 
When  it  is  recollected,  also,  that  there  is  a  private 
chest,  a  box  of  arcana  in  the  vaults  of  this  House, 
whose  contents,  though  almost  moulding  with 
age,  have  not  yet  seen  the  light ;  and  of  whose 
importance  many  gentlemen  of  this  House  can 
bear  testimony,  particularly  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Pickeuinq,) 
who  but  lately,  whilst  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate, underwent  a  sort  of  ordeal  for  having  im- 
piously, or  inadvertently,  brought  to  the  light 
one  of  those  hidden  offsprings  of  French  intrigue, 
still  too  tender  for  exposure.  When  all  these 
things  crowd  upon  our  recollection,  and  when  it 
is  evident,  as  has  been  shown  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Hanson,)  from  the 
written  testimony  of  your  late  Secretary  of  Stale, 
(a  man  then  high  in  your  confidence,)  and  for  a 
supposed  insinuation  against  his  veracity,  the 
nation  was  nearly  set  into  a  Same,  and  the  of- 
fender, a  man  in  the  character  of  a  messenger  of 
peace,  banished  like  a  culprit  from  our  land  ; 
that  the  Executive  of  these  United  States  did, 
after  the  arrival  of  the  French  Minister  Serrurier, 
in  the  month  of  February,  1811,  refuse  to  permit 
necessary  and  proper  inquiries  to  be  made  of  him, 
in  relation  to  the  pretended  repeal  of  the  decrees 
of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  did  permit  the  unfor- 
tunate law  of  2d  .March,  1811,  to  be  passed,  (con- 
firming the  erroneous  and  fatal  proclamation,  of 
the  2d  November,  1810.)  under  the  false  supposi- 
tion that  the  French  decrees  had  been  repealed, 
when  almost  every  man  doubled,  and  many  of  the 
most  intelligent  denied  the  fact,  without  allowing 
those  inquiries  to  be  made,  which  would  have 
elicited  the  truth,  dispelled  our  doubts,  and  saved 
the  nation  from  the  guT  into  which  it  has  fallen. 
With  these  and  many  other  facts  and  circum- 
stances (some  of  which  perhaps  I  may  have  oc- 
casion to  notice  in  the  course  of  my  remarks) 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  a  free,  a  jealous,  and 
enlightened  people,  is  it,  ought  it  to  be  a  matter 
of  surprise  even  with  the  most  confident  believers 
in  Executive  purity  and  infallibility,  that  such 
suspicions,  such  impressions  as  I  have  stated,  do 
exist  ?  No,  sir,  the  wonder  is,  they  are  not  uni- 
versal. I  hesitate  not  to  say,  I  never  have  con- 
sidered the  communications  from  the  present  and 
late  Executive,  on  the  subject  of  French  affairs, 
sufficiently  full,  free,  and  entire — they  have  in 
general  been  characterized  hy  a  lameness  of  ex- 
pression, easily  mistalien  for  the  language  of 
apology.  Indeed,  our  late  Miuister  in  France, 
(Barlow,)  from  his  own  showing,  disdained  not 
to  become  the  apologist  of  France  for  acts  of  the 
most  flagrant  and  wanton  injustice,  which  ihe 
agents  of  that  nation  did  not  deign  to  palliate  or 
excuse.  Witness  what  he  said  in  justification  of 
our  trading  under  French  license.  Witness  his 
excuse  for  the  seizure  and  judgment  of  confisca- 
tion of  ihe  brig  Belisarius  and  cargo,  by  the 
Council  of  Prizes,  in  January  or  February,  1812, 
because  this  vessel  and  cargo  were  liable  to  the 
decree  of  Milan,  of  the  17th  December.  1807. 
Witness  the  reasons  he  urges  for  the  promulga- 


tion of  the  paper  in  question,  purporting  to  be  a 
repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  bearing 
date  28th  April,  1811.     He  shrewdly  conceived, 
after  the  appearance  of  the  declaration  of  the 
Prince  Regent  of  the  21st  April,  1812,  that  a  doc- 
ument might  be  exhibited,  so  carved  and  cut  and 
antedated,  as  to   satisfy  the    incredulous  of  his 
country,  and  still  steer  clear  of  producing  a  re- 
peal of^  the  Orders  in  Council.     He  did  not  ask 
it  for  his  own  satisfaction,  or  that  of  his  Govern- 
ment.    No.  he    was  perfectly   satisfied   that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had   ceased   to  be  ap- 
plied to  American  vessels.     And  why  ? — because 
America  did  not  permit  her  flag  to  be  denation- 
alized.    In    other    words,  because    America  had 
conformed  to  the  principles  of  those  decrees — she 
submitted  to  them,  and  claimed  the  benefit  of  ex- 
ception,   expressed    in    the    decrees    themselves. 
Yes,  sir,  here  is  the  only  true  reason  why  our  ?es- 
sels  are  or  have  at  any  time  been  exempted  from 
the  full  eftiect  and  operation  of  those  decrees.     It 
is  an  admission  supported,  to    my  understanding 
by  the  most  incontestable  facts,  that  those  decrees 
are  not,  and  never  have  for  a  moment  been  re- 
pealed ;  that  no  exemption  from  their  rigid  ope- 
ration, in  our  favor,  was  ever  admitted  till  after 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  was  received 
in  France.    Even  that  proclamation  did  not  arrest 
the  progress  of  seizures  and  captures  ;  it  had  the 
effect  only  of  continuing  our  property  in  a  state 
of  sequestration,  mortgaged  as  security  for  further 
resistance  to  Great  Britain,  which  was  accomplish- 
ed by  the  law  of  March,  1811  ;  and  not  until  the 
knowledge  of  that  law   in   France,  was  there  a 
single  case  of  an  American  vessel  captured  since 
the  1st  of  November,  1810,  that  had  been  released, 
or  even   had  a  trial.     Strange,  then,  that  gentle- 
men will   still  contend,  as  some   have  this  day, 
that  those  decrees  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral 
commerce  on  the  Isi  of  November,  1810,  and  that 
there  have  been  no  cases  of  seizure,  capture,  and 
condemnation,  under  them,  from  that  time  to  this. 
They  might  as  well  have  said,  there  had  been  no 
burnings  either.     The  truth  is,  there  have  been 
seizures,    captures,    and    condemnations,  almost 
uniformly  during  the  whole  period.     I  defy  any 
gentleman  to  produce  a  single  case  where  a  deci- 
sion has  been  made  by  the  Council  of  Prizes,  the 
regular  tribunal  for  pronouncing  the  law,  exempt- 
ing American  vessels  from  the  o{>eration  of  those 
decrees.     Cki  the  contrary,  there  are  cases  of  their 
express  application — condemnations    have  been 
made  of  American  vessels  within  (he  period  al- 
luded to,  by  the  Council  of  Prizes — among  other 
reasons   for  having  violated   those  very  decrees. 
I  can  here  instance  the  ship  Julian,  and  Hercules, 
and  others,  which  have  been  furnished  from  the 
Department  of  State.     The  fact  is  this,  sir :  since 
we  have  taken  up  the   business  of  resistance  in 
conformity  to  the  dictates  of  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decrees,  the  Emperor  in  his  good  pleasure, 
has,  by  his    own  special  interposition,  rcleaied 
many  of  our  vessels  which  would  have  otherwise 
been  condemned,  and  thus  our  submission  to,  has 
been   transformed  into  a  repeal   of  his  decrees. 
But,  sir,  why   labor  this  subject,  already  worn 
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^hreadbare.  Th«  Emperor  himself  has  proven  those  times,  aod  although  I  never  for  a  raomeDt 
:  ihiit  the  famous  letter  of  5ih  August,  1810,  did  I  believed  in  the  fair  and  bona  jide  repeal  of  the 
>  110,1  warrant  the  assertion  that  his  decrees  were  [  French  decrees,  I  participated  in  the  general  sat- 
'  j-e^al^d.  and  thus  does  he  give  the  lie  to  the  pro-  i  isfactioa  expressed  on  hearine  of  the  arrival  of 
^rUraatioa  of  your  President.  Mr.  Speaker,  io  t  the  French  Minister  at  Norfolk— believintr  ihe 
v;^d»litioa  to  the  important  disclosure  already  '  period  was  then  at  hand,  when  all  doubt,  all  era- 
I'ltsted  on  the  authority  of  your  late  Secretary  of,  barrassment  on  the  question  of  the  pretended  re- 
{»t!ite,  permit  me  to  refer  to  the  same  author-  j  peal  would  be  removed,  and  the  realstate  of  our 
i^ty,  for  evidence  of  a  most  important  fact  of  con- 1  relations  with  France  made  bare  to  the  nation 
^^ealment,  or  withholding  information,  in  relation  |  The   dubious,  unfixed,  and 


10  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  French  Gov- 
[rcment ;  which,  had  it  been  disclosed,  would  or 
to   have  been  all  essential  to  the  delibera- 
4ons  of  this  House,  aod  ought  of  itself  to  have 
*  Prevented  the  enactment  of  that  unwarrantable 
;lnd  fatal  law  of  March  2,  ISU.     The  fact  is  this: 


tardy  course  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  at  that  period 
cannot  be  forgotten— even  their  labors  were  sus- 
pended for  the  event.  Sir,  the  Minister  arrived, 
but  our  fond  expectations  were  blasted,  not  a 
word,  not  a  whisper  of  intelligence  reached  this 
House ;  we  were  left  still  to  grapple  in  the  dark  ; 


jtfhat  qn  the  22d  of  February,  1811,  previous  to  I  the    Committee  of    Foreign    Relations    hurried 
^  r  .L.  .  r  ...     .         ,       ,,..      through  the  law  of  March.  1811,   the  effects  of 

which  are  now  scourging  this  land.  What  our  dis- 
appointment was  on  this  occasion, can  well  be  im- 
agined ;  but  what  oar  indignation  ought  to  have 
been,  when  made  acquainted  with  the  cause  of 
this  disappointment,  cannot  be  expressed. 

One  word  more,  sir,  on  this  haled  subject  of 
French  decrees.  I  have  stated,  at  the  time  of  is- 
suing the  President's  proclamation,  and  passing 
the  law  of  March.  1811,  I  did  not  believe  in  thei" 
repeal;  and  here  I  will  take  occasion  to  remark. 


jlhe  passage  of  the  law  of  March,  and  whilst  it 
'  ittA  under  consideration  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
jtttatives,  the  French  Government  did,  formally 
|nu  officially,  through  their  Minister,  Mr.  Ser- 
irier.  »aake  known  their  determination  not  to 
j&iore  the  property  which  had  been  seized  and 
[ordenoned  in  the  ports  of  France. 
It  will  be  recollected,  by  the  construction  which 
l-ci^  President  himself  gave  to  his  own  powers 
-jnder  jtie  law  of  .May.  1810,  as  expressed  by  the 
^•t.ers  from  the  Department  of  State  to  the  Amer 


•.tan  Minister  in  France,  of  5th  June  and  July,  ,  that,  independent  of  other  evidence,  the  testimo- 
i|8l0,  that  the  restoration,  or  satisfactory  assur-  njr  of  Mr.  Jonathan  RusselL  then  our  agent  in 
*4nees  of  indemnity  for  the  immense  amount  of  France,  in  his  letters  to  the  Department  of  State 
,,  ti4»erican  property  unjustly  seized  and  condemned  during  the  winter  of  ISlO-'ll.  tended  strongly  to 
,j  1  Fraoce,  was  made  an  indispensable  pre-requi-  '  confirm  this  opinion;  the  facts  he  relates  in  rela- 
Ji  tei— the  $ine  qua  non,  to  the  enforcement  of  the  j  tion  to  the  seizure  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet,  the 
J  ot  •ira|K>rtation  i«o;ainst  England,  and  the  con-  j  schooner  Friendship,  and.  others,  and  his  rea'son- 
\  ary  as  to  France.  With  this  declaration  before  i  iog  on  tho.'<e  facts,  are  not  only  conclusive  as  lo 
1  s,  and  before  the  world,  was  it  just,  was  it  fair.  !  the  continued  operation  of  those  decrees,  but  that 
ti  aa  it  consistent,  10  withhold  from  the  Legisla-  he  knew  they  were  not  repealed.  This  gen- 
•  irc  of  this  nation,  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  I  tleman,  however,  seems  subsequently  to  have 
t|e  property  of  qur  citizens  would  not  be  re-  |  changed  his  opinions,  and  yielding  perhaps  to  an 
^.ored—ihatthisindispensablepre-requisite  would  i  impetus  not  to  be  resisted,  labor*  to  prove  that 
••iJt  be  complied  with  ?  Could  we  with  a  knowl-  we  were  not  shuffled  into  the  lead  where  na- 
r  lg)e  of  this  fact  have  passed  the  law  of  March,  j  iional  honor  and  the  law  required  us  to  follow. 
J**  )11  ?  Would  we  have  done  a  deed  so  preg-  '  As  this  gentleman  is  one  of  the  persons  implica- 
r|itt{  with  mischief,  and  which  has  brought  forth  |  ted  in  the  subject  o(  the  present  inquiry,  let  me 
^       calamities  we  now  endure?  i  say,  whilst  I   remember  it,  that  so  far  from  hav- 

I  jMr.  Speaker,  will  it  be  said  that  the  evidence  ,  ing   the  terms  of  those  resolutions  narrowed,  or 
your  late  Secretary  of  State,  has  lost  its  con 


the  inquiry  more  limited,  I  would  suggest  to  the 
honorable  mover  the  propriety  of  adding  an  in- 
terrogatory to  this  effect— whether  Mr.  Russell 
has,  by  any  public  official  communication,  denied 
or  admitted  the  charge  made  by  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sano.  that  the  decree  of  the  2Sih  April,  131 1,  was 
communicated  to  him  at  or  about  the  time  of  its 
date.     No  private  or  verbal  declarations  on  the 


|,  asiive  authority  with  many  of  his  former  ad- 
f  irers  ?  be  it  so  ;  the  facts,  however,  here  stated, 
4f  iver  have  been  denied,  they  are  susceptible  of 
•  ,  oof.  and  you  are  pointed  to  the  witness. 

1;The  statement  receivesaddilional  confirmation 
my  niind.  from   having  been  told  by  a  gentle- 
V  /iii  of  unquestionable  veracity,  about  the  time  of 

ije  present    French    Minister's    arrival    in    this  ;  subject  ought  to  satisfy  us. 

rtiy,  that  the  latf^  Secretary  of  State  informed  j  Mr.  Speaker,  I  profess  no  peculiar  solicitude  for 
,|m,  that  he  intended  to  relieve  Congress  and  i  the  personal  honor  of  the  Executive,  or  any  of  his 
ile  nation  from  the  suspense  and  doubt  which  \  agents  who  have  been  figuriixrat  foreign  Courts- 
Jtisted  in  relation  to  the  repeal  of  the  French  |  much  less  du  I  profess  or  feef  for  the" tyrant  of 
"^•crees.  by  beinj  very  explicit  and  decisive  France,  or  his  minions  who  have  shared  in  the  dis- 
ilh  the  new  French  Minister,  on  the  subject—  graceful  transaction  which  forms  the  subject  of  this 
words  to  this  eflect.  Sir,  the  note  he  prepared  inquiry.  Nor.  sir.  do  I  assert  any  peculiar  claims 
X?l  *\^P*'^"  ^^'^  decisive  ;  but  it  was  explicitly  I  to  those  stern  virtues  which  distinguish  the  en- 
^  Id  decisively  refused  to  be  sent  by  the  higher  lightened  statesman  and  devoted  patriot— all  I 
t^thoruy.     Well  "do  I  remember  the  history  of  I  profess  is  a  just  respect  for  the  constituted  au- 
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thorities,  obedience  lo  Constitutional  laws,  love 
for  my  native  country,  ;ind  the  character  of  an 
honest  man.  It  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  me 
what  is  the  object  of  those  resolutions,  or  what 
use  may  be  made  of  the  information  when  ob- 
tained; forme  it  is  enough  to  know,  that  guilt 
of  the  most  damning  hue  does  exist,  whether  at 
the  Palace,  the  Tuilleries,  or  among  the  sub- 
agents,  ought  to  be  known,  and  the  just  vengeance 
of  an  injured,  indignant  people,  light  on  the  guilty 
head.  As  one  of  the  people,  and  as  the  represent- 
ative of  thousands.  I  demand  this  information  as 
a  right,  as  an  act  of  justice. 

The  member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grdndy) 
has,  I  presume,  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  the 
declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain,  and  les- 
sening the  effect  of  our  representations  of  French 
enormities,  reminded  us  of  the  result  of  a  motion 
made  by  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  (Mr. 
McKee.)  to  include  France  in  the  declaration  of 
war.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  circumstance 
has  been  alluded  to.  with  an  emphasis  and  an  air 
of  triumph  ill-becoming  so  poor  a  victory,  and 
bad  indeed  must  be  that  cause  which  boasts  of 
such  success.  Had  I  not  been  a  member  of  this 
House  long  enough  to  have  learned  not  to  be  sur- 
prised at  anything  done  or  said  here,  my  aston- 
ishment would  have  been  excited  at  the  bare 
mention  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  by  any  member  of  the  majority  ac- 
quainted with  the  result  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  made.  Had  not  every  mea- 
sure of  that  session,  every  syllable  which  fell 
from  the  lips  of  the  majority,  and  every  act  of  the 
Executive,  pointed  to  Great  Britain  aJone  as  the 
object  of  the  war?  Hud  we  not  been  told,  that 
the  return  of  France  to  a  sense  of  justice  de- 
manded our  resistance  to  Great  Britain  ?  Nay. 
were  we  not  amused  with  the  prospect  of  early 
negotiation,  and  strict  amity  with  that  nation, 
down  to  the  moment  of  plunging  into  this  war, 
and  indeed  ever  since,  as  far  as  amusement  was 
lo  be  found  in  such  prospects  and  such  represen- 
tations ?  Had  not  the  Message  of  the  President, 
recommending  an  immediate  declaration  of  war, 
been  received,  and  were  we  not  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  with. closed  doors,  on  the  declaration 
of  war  itself,  when  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  was  made  ?  Who  supposed  that 
motion  bore  a  serious  aspect,  or  had  been  made 
the  subject  of  previous  deliberation  ?  Who  voted 
for  it?  Substantially  nobody.  Some  eight  or 
ten  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  rose  on 
the  question  ;  no  discussion  took  place,  except  a 
few  remarks  from  the  mover,  and  no  decision 
was  even  asked  for  by  the  House.  If  this  motion 
ought  to  have  been  adopted,  whose  fault  was  it 
that  it  was  not?  The  majority  ;  they  alone  bad 
the  power.  If  it  was  properly  rejected,  why  ex- 
hibit It  now  as  a  charge  against  the  minority? 
The  truth  is.  the  motion  was  considered  as  calcu- 
lated, if  not  intended,  to  commit  the  minority. 
It  was  known  they  professed  themselves  the 
friends  of  peace,  they  would  not  vote  for  the  de- 
claration of  war.  Suppose,  then,  they  had  voted 
to  include  France,  and  ultimately,  as  they  did  do. 


voted  against  the  war,  what  would  have  been  your 
language — how   much   more   splendid   your    tri- 
umph f      Then   would   you   have  chanted  with  - 
more  melody.   "Moral  traitors!  Friends  to   the 
fast-anchored  isle  !" 

Such  was  the  nakedness  of  your  preparations, 
and  the  poverty  of  your  finances,  that  1  deemed 
any  war.  except  a  defensive  one  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  savages  on  your  frontier,  as 
little  short  of  infatuation,  of  perfect  madness. 

Under  such  auspices  and  such  commanders  I 
shrunk  from  involving  my  country  in  the  horrors 
of  such  a  contest.  The  issue,  thus  far,  has  but 
too  fatally  realized  my  fears. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Grundy.)  in  reply  to  opinions  advanced  by  gen- 
tlemen on  this  side  of  the  House,  that  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  the  great  leading  cause  of  the 
war,  and  a  knowledge  of  their  repeal  would  have 
prevented  the  declaration,  has  asked  for  the  evi- 
dence on  which  those  opinions  are  founded.  Sir, 
in  the  absence  of  those  volumes  of  testimony, 
which  do  exist,  and  are  to  be  found  in  almost 
every  page  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
two  Governments,  down  to  the  very  moment  of 
declaring  the  war.  and  without  recurring  to  the 
speeches  of  that  gentleman  and  his  friends  during 
the  war  session,  sutficient  evidence  is  furnished 
by  the  gentleman  himself  to  his  own  question. 
He  says  it  is  uncertain,  no  man  can  tell  whether 
war  would  have  been  declared  if  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  been  repealed.  What  does  this 
prove?  That  neither  the  gentleman  himself,  or 
any  other  member  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  deemed  it  of  sufficient  importance,  or 
took  the  trouble  to  ascertain  their  own.  or  the  sen- 
timents of  others  on  the  ouestion  of  impressment, 
the  sole  alleged  object  for  now  continuing  the 
war.  Can  it  be  that  the  gentleman,  in  his  zeal 
to  ascertain  who  would  vote  for  the  war,  did  not 
stop  to  inquire  why  and  wherefore  they  would 
thus  involve  their  country?  I  cannot  suppose  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  thus  negligent, 
or  the  other  members  who  voted  for  the  war  so 
fatally  bent  on  mischief.  In  addition  to  this,  dec- 
larations of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and  in  pri- 
vate conversation  on  this  subject,  render  the  con- 
clusion irresistible,  that  the  war  would  not  have 
been  declared  had  the  Orders  in  Council  been  re- 
pealed ;  unless,  indeed,  we  had  become  so  furious 
as  not  to  be  appeased  but  by  this  feast  of  blood. 

Mr.  Speaker,  whether  the  promulgation  of  the 
French  repealing  decree,  of  April,  1811,  at  the 
time  it  bears  date,  would  have  produced  a  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council,  is  perhaps,  at  this  time, 
a  question  not  very  essential  to  decide.     It  has, 
however,  received  much    importance   from  this 
discus.«!ion.     In  reply  to  a  remark  from  the  hon- 
orable mover  of  the  resolutions  under  considera- 
t  tion,  and  an  opinion  advanced  by  the  gentleman 
from   Virginia,  (Mr.   Sheffey.)  the  gentleman 
'  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhod.nJ  not  con- 
tent to  permit  the  effect  of  the  promulgation  of 
!  the  French  repealing  decree,  at  the  time  it  bears 
I  date,  to  remain  a  matter  of  opinion  and  specula- 
I  tion.  not  content  with   merely  controverting,  by 
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yament.  theopiaioDs  which  bad  been  advanced, 
Jif,  'in  a  tempest  o!"  zeal,  and  in  language  peculiar, 
^  i(fertaies  to  prove,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
<i  ff^i.  to  put  the  question  forever  at  rest,  and  fix 
■  Isehocd  on  him  who  "dares  hereafter  to  say.  if 
hr  French  decree  of  repeal  had  been  known, 
he  British  Orders  would  hare  been  repealed, 
nJ  the  war  thus  prevented."  Mr.  Speaker.  I 
l(v  ill  not  follow  ihe  example  of  the  gentleman 
fi  'nn  South  Carolina,  by  hazarding  a  positive  as- 
sl-^tioo  oij  a  question  susceptible  of  doubt,  and  de- 
li^' n  ding  on  motives  in  other  breasts,  impossible 
fir  OS  to  ascertain  ;  but  I  dare  to  say,  the  gentle- 
st) ha*  fallen  far  short  of  convincing  me  of  the 
^  rrectness  of  his  position,  or  of  putting  the  ques- 
I'  >o  at  rejt.  So  far.  then,  as  depends  on  the  evi- 
i  -nee  of  opinion,  founded  on  a  knowledge  of  fact* 
*/  f«re  us,  I  must  dissent  from  the  opinion  so  coo- 
ki  leiatly  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
^arclina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.) 

J  k  is  tr«e.  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent 
>'  the  2l3t  April,  1812.  and  some  of  the  letters  of 
(V  r.  Foster,  near  the  close  of  his  correspondence 
*)lli  the  Secretary  of  State,  required  the  repeal 
^'1  the  partof  France  to  be  absolute  and  uncon- 
.^llional.  It  is  equally  true,  that  the  last  letter 
Tioiii  Mr.  Foster  on  this  subject,  <and  thai,  too, 
ft  leic  he  bad  received  the  declaration  ofTBe  Prince 
Regent)  declares  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees 
♦<  preliminary  to  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
\c  1,  io  be  such  as  we  had  a  right  to  require  in  our 
if  laracter  of  a  neutral  nation.  It  will  also  be 
|«  collected,  that  the  question  between  this  Gov- 
ilnwent  and  Great  Britain  was.  whether  the  de- 
cfetjs  of  France  had  been  repealed  at  all.  and  not 
«f|  to  the  extent  of  that  repeal.  The  British  Gov- 
(^Jiriient  denied  the  letter  of  the  Due  de  Cadore, 
4|Au?u>t  5ih,to  amount  to  a  repeal,  and  required' 
t^e  authentic  document  of  the  fact.  We  con- 
^ded  tiiat  the  letter  of  the  5ih  August,  together 
>i4tU  the  late  practices  of  France,  in  relation  to 
*{,  were  .'satisfactory  evidence  to  entitle  us  lo  an 
^•roiratton  of  the  Briti.sh  orders.  Thus,  all  d»s- 
V'l  siion.  as  to  the  partial  suspension  of  the  French 
«  trees,  or  our  conditional  and  partial  exemption 
iitoi  them,  entitling  us  to  the  like  exemption  from 
ilLe  British  orders,  was  perfectly  superfluous— an 
a  j?uraent  from  premises  toully  denied,  and  slated 
1^1  Mr.  Foster,  in  the  correspondence  relied  on  by 
*,ntlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  be 
^liojjether  unnecessary   and  irrelevant.     The  de- 

•  tjiralion  of  the  Prince  Regent,  so  far  from  as- 
*^ung  higher  ground  than  had  been  before  occu- 
t,  id,  always  appeared  to  me  to  have  been  intended 
I-:  fnrnish  an  opening  for  the  promulgation  of  any 

V  reiich  repealing  decree  that  might  exist,  and  if 

*  .n''  did  exist,  that  we  might,   more  consistently 

V  ith  our  former  admissions,  require  one  to  be  is- 
ii:  ed.  This  is  inferred  by  the  declaration,  insist- 
u  g  only  on  the  promulgation  of  a  repealing  doc- 
1^  .ient.regardlessofitsconstruction,or  the  practice 
*|id<'r  it.  as  prelimi:nary  to  the  repeal  of  the  O-ders 
M  Council.  It  is  fair  to  argue,  from  what  has,  to 
,|iat  would  have  happened.  The  Orders  in  Coun- 


of  the  British  Cabinet  would  admit;  and  the 
reason  given  for  this  change  of  policy  was  the 
promulgation  of  that  decree— the  difficulty  gen- 
tlemen find  in  tracing  up  any  other  cause,  proves 
what  has  been  alleged  to  be  the  true  one. 

Some  gentlemen  have  attributed  this  sudden 
and  important  change  of  system  to  the  clamor  of 
the  manufacturing  interest.  Sir,  this  clamor  was 
of  no  recent  date.  It  was  as  loud  on  the  21st 
April,  the  date  of  the  declaration  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  as  it  was  on  the  23d  June,  the  day  on 
which  the  orders  were  repealed — the  result  of  the 
examination  in  Parliament  on  the  subject,  was  I 
presume,  as  well  known  on  21st  April  as  on  23d 
June.  In  addition  to  this,  were  we  not  informed 
by  the  Executive  himself,  within  a  few  days  of 
the  declaration  of  war,  that  no  prospect  of  a 
change  in  the  British  policy  existed  ?  Was  not 
this  the  language  of  our  agent  in  London,  and 
did  he  nol  tell  us  that  war  was  inevitable  7  It 
cannot  then,  be,  that  this  was  the  real  cause  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Cotincil, 

The  same,  and  other  gentlemen,  have,  in  fbeir 
laborious  and  sagacious  search  for  a  cause,  ven- 
tured to  attribute  no  inconsiderable  share  in  pro- 
ducing the  repeal  of  the  Orders  lo  Council,  to  the 
armor  and  attitude  assumed  by  the  Message  of 
the  President— backed  by  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  and  those  expendi- 
tures which  followed  in  their  train.  Unfortu- 
nately, this  supposition,  like  the  preceding,  ii 
opposed  by  facts  which  cannot  yield  to  ihi^  sort 
of  speculation.  The  Message,  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  your  Array  bill,  and  threatening  war 
speeches,  were  known  in  England  before  the  de- 
claration of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  ion?  before 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  ;  no  effect  was 
produced — your  agent  in  London  tells  you  none 
would  be  produced.  The  British  .Minister  here 
manifested  no  alarm,  but  agreeable  lo  the  opinioQ 
of  those  same  gentlemen  he  was  instructed  by 
his  Government  to  make  a  stand  in  relation  to  the 
Orders  in  Council,  which  dissipated  all  hope  of 
obtaining  tbeir  repeal,  but  by  an  appeal  tu  arms. 
If,  indeed,  the  British  Government  were  fright- 
ened at  the  aspect  of  war  which  was  here  exhib- 
ited—  pity  it  is.  the  scare-crow  »y.<«tem  had  not 
been  longer  kept  up,  and  preserved  from  the  vision 
and  the  touch  the  living  skeleton  of  this  war. 

If  Mr.  Speaker.  I  should  happen  to  be  wrong 
in  ail  I  have  said,  one  short  view  yet  remains  in 
which  perhaps  I  may  be  more  fortunate.  I  ask 
any  honorable  fair-minded  man  in  this  House  or 
this  nation,  if  we  ought,  if  we  could,  consistently 
with  the  justice  and  honor  of  the  country,  or  con- 
sistently with  those  principles  professed  by  the 
Administration,  have  declared  war  against  Great 
Britain  at  the  time  we  did,  and  for  the  causes 
alleged,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  insidious,  in- 
sulting and  mysterious  decree  of  the  28th  April. 
1811?  Is  It  possible,  that  the  sensibility  of  this 
nation  was  so  far  dead  to  the  wrongs  and  insults 
of  France,  as  not  to  have  been  aroused  by  this 
burning  sarcasm,  this  mark  of  low  contempt  and 


'i7r?.  rJ™fi^'  "T   **"'"  'u  '  appearance  of    pointed  scofn  ?     For  the  honor  of  the  LegTslatVre 
U^  French  repealing  decree,  as  ih^  unsettled  state  '  of  my  country,  I  think  it  would  have  stayed  the 
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arm  uplifted  for  this  war.  It  would  hare  made 
them  pause,  before  they  summoned  up  all  their 
strength,  and  poured  out  the  full  vial  of  their 
wrnth,  against  the  nation  with  whom  we  are  in 
conflict.  Justly,  then,  may  it  be  said,  that  no  hu- 
man punishment  can  reach  the  complicated  guilt, 
which  lies  concealed  amidst  those  transactions 
which  we  ask  to  be  unfolded  by  the  resolutions 
on  your  table. 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  member  from  Tennej^see  (Mr. 
Grcnoy)  finding,  perhaps,  that  the  fruitful  crop  ' 
of  laurels  which  was  to  have  been   gathered   in 
Canada,  and  with  which,  it  was  imagined,  long 
ere  this,  the  warrior's  brow  would  have   been  en- 
twined, is  fast  fading  on  its  native  rocks — find-  | 
ing,  perhaps,  the    temporary  frenzy  which    this  ' 
war  and  its  authors  had  excited,  fast  subsiding,  by 
the  pressure  of  events  and  the  influence  of  com-  i 
inon  reason,  seems  to  have  abandoned  all  hope 
of  glory  ;  and  so  far  from  being  the  laureat  of  the  ■ 
hero's  praise,  descends  to  the  invidious  task  of  an 
accuser — and  the   manner  of  his  performance  is  I 
not  less  extraordinary,  than  the  oflSce  is  unenvi- 
able.    He  charges  the  Opposition  with  this  war  , 
and  all  it?  calamities.* 

If  every  manly,  honorable  and  patriotic  exer-  ' 
tion  in  our  power  to  prevent  this  war  and  its  hor-  I 
rors,  constitutes  guilt,  then  indeed  are  we  guilty.  ' 
If  every  tair  and  Constitutional  effort  made  by 
us  to   rescue   our  country  from    this   disastrous, 
ruinous  war.  and  save  our  Constitution  and  forfn 
of  Government  from  the  wreck  which  threatens 
it,  is  deemed  a  crime,  then  we  are  criminal.     But. 
sir,  when  the  mist  which  surrounds  us  shall  have  ' 
passed  away,  and   whiUt^a  single  trace  of  those  ) 
tdd  lines  remain  which  separate  vice  from  virtue, 
guilt  (rom  innocence   and  truth  from  error,  those  ' 
our  crimes,  will  be  our  proudest,  brightest  virtues. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Grindy)  has 
ventured  lo  advance  a  doctiine  on  this  floor  both  \ 
novel   and   extraordinary  ;  a  doctrine  subversive 
of  every  principle  of  civil  liberty,  and  destructive 
of  our  first  ami  dearest,  not  only  of  chartered,  but 
birth  rights.     He  deems  that  man  guilty  of  moral 
treason  who  does  not  volunteer  his  aid  in  sirength- 
ening  the  arm  of  Administration  in  the   prosecu- 
tion of  this  war;    or  who.  in   the    free  exercise 
of  the   right  of  speech  and   opinion,  may  be  the 
means  of  inducing  others  to  withhold  their  per- 1 
sonal  services  or   pecuniary  resources  from   the  : 
disposal  of  those  who  conduct  the  war.     Sir,  this  | 
doctrine  is  freighted   with   the    most   monstrous 
consequencev — a  is  not  for  a  moment  to  be  toler- 
ated by  a  people  regardful  of  their  rights.     Let 
this  doctrine   be  once  established,  an   ambitious 
Executive,   and   a   weak,  a  wicked,  or   interested 
majority  of  Congress  have  nothing  to  do  but  de- ! 
clare  war,  under  any  pretence,  or  for  any  cause 
or  object,  however  unimportani.  or  however  de- 
structive of  our  best  interests,  we  will  be  bound  to 


streogthen  the  arm  lifted  for  oar  destruction- 
join  in  acclamations  of  praise  lo  our  destroyers, 
or  sit  by,  in  silent  anguish,  awaiting  the  death- 
blow to  our  Constitution,  and  with  it  our  liberties 
as  a  people.  If  the  people,  who  have  been  taught 
to  believe  they  are  secure  in  the  right,  not  only  of 
expressing  their  opinions  fully  and  openly  in  re- 
lation to  the  conduct  of  their  rulers,  their  motives 
and  the  tendency  of  thfir  measures,  but  also,  in 
the  right  to  change  those  rulers — are  now  to  be 
told  (and  they  should  believe  it)  that  their  rights 
are  only  to  be  exercised  in  a  state  of  peace  and 
on  ordinary  occasions;  but  in  time  of  war  they 
are  to  be  suspended  or  put  out  of  existence — (the 
time  above  all  others  when  they  ought  to  be  most 
vigilantly  exercised  and  sacredly  guarded  ;)  when 
these  things  come  to  pass — when  this  doctrine  of 
moral  trea?on  becomes  the  order  of  the  day — then 
may  we  .say,  good-by  lo  the  liberties  of  our  coun- 
try— welcome  tyranny,  welcome  Bonaparte,  wel- 
come oppression  in  any  other  shape  ;  for  when 
the  measure  of  our  sufferings  is  full,  little  does  it 
avail  by  whom  they  are  inflicted. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  Tennessee,  not 
satisfied  with  merely  advancing  this  doctrine,  has 
made  an  application  of  it.  As  I  understood  him, 
and  as  he  was  understood  by  gentlemen  around 
me,  he  charged  the  whole  Federal  party  in 
this  country  with  this  newly  defined  crime  of 
moral  treason;  and  being  the  friends  of  the 'fast- 
anchored  isle."  Although  he  did  not  charge  the 
individual  members  of  this  House,  it  is  not  easily 
conceived  how  they  can  escape;  particularly  as 
the  gentleman  told  us,  he  did  nol  say  more  than 
he  meant. 

Sir  I  am  ore  of  this  greai  Federal  party,  and  I 
glory  in  being  so — many  of  my  best  and  dearest 
friends  belong  to  this  party.  Many  of  the  great- 
est and  best  men  in  this  country  are  attached  lo 
this  party  ;  and  whilst  they  continue,  as  they  have 
done,  to  make  virtue,  fortitude,  and  intelligence 
iheir  means,  and  their  country's  good  their  end, 
I  hope  never  to  forsake  them.  This  party  cannot 
be  hurt  by  such  attacks  ;  to  attempt  to  defend 
them  would  be  an  act  of  injustice.  For  myself 
and  my  immediate  constituents.  I  will  say:  If 
this  charge  of  moral  treason,  and  being  the  irieods 
of  the  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  war,  is  in- 
tended to  be  applied  to  myself  or  a  single  man 
who  voted  for  me,  from  personal  or  political  re- 
gard, the  charge  is  false. 


'< 


•The  explanation  made  by  Mr.  GarsBT  a  few  days 
after  this  speech  was  delivered,  and  his  speech  as  pub- 
lished, have  very  much  qnaliiied  the  remarkfi  which 
were  understood  to  have  fallen  from  him.  and  to  which  i 
this  reply  particularly  refers. 


Saturday,  June  19. 
THE  FRENCH  DECREES. 

The  House  proceeded,  immediately  on  its  meet- 
to  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Yancev  said,  believing  as  he  did  that, 
upon  the  question  now  under  consideration,  he 
should  give  a  vote  very  difl'erent  from  many  of 
his  political  friends,  he  begged  leave  briefly  to 
state  to  the  House  the  reasons  which  would  in- 
duce him  to  co-operate  with  the  gentlemen  in 
the  passage  of  the  resolutions  :  it  was  not  because 
he  believed   that   there  was  any  necessary  and 
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slaterial  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Ex-  '  the  opposition,  or  produce  any  iraporlant  inforrna- 
k  "Utive  which   had  not  already  been   communi-    tion  to  tl»e  nation. 

J  itcd  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  al!  the  !  But.  sir,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
J  formation  upon  this  subject  was  communicated  House,  not  content  with  discussing  the  merits  of 
ihe  last  session.  Upon  looking  to  the  resolu-  \  those  resolutions,  have  mingled  in  the  debate  our 
j,{ou  offered  at  the  last  session  by  the  honorable     '  •  - 

jv-ncleman  from   Maryland.  I  find,  said   he,  that 
*Jt  ihe  ."ubstance  of  the  present  resolutions  is  era 


foreign  relations.     By  wav  of 


snowing 


the  im- 


jiaced  in 
'jito  view 
Vjlsolution. 


portance  and    value  of  the  resolutions,  and  the 

good   that  will   flow  from   them    to  the  country, 

in  that,  and   more  especially  if  we  take  '  they   tell    us    that   the    answer    to   those  resolu- 

the  answer  of  the   President  to  that    tions  will  show  one  or  both  of  two  facts,  to  wit : 

The  resolution  then  adopted  by  the  I  that  if  the  French  repealing  decree  of  the  28th  of 

f|o;ise.  required  that  the  President  should  inform     April  had  been  known  to  the  Government  before 
le  Hoose  at  what  time,  and  in  what  manner,  the  ;  the  declaration  of  war.  it  would   have  prevented 

it.  And.  secondly,  that  if  this  decree  was  not 
communicated  to  our  Government  before  the 
declaration  of  war,  (which  they  admit  to  be  the 
fact,)  then  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  in  his  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Barlow,  has  told  a  falsehood.  Now. 
sir,  permit  me  to  remark  that,  if  the  gentlemen 
think  it  important  to  their  cause,  or  are  other- 


I  ;onul^ation  of  the  French  decree  of  the  28th 
April.  1811,  was  announced  to  this  Govern- 
Hent.  In  answer,  sir.  to  that  resolution,  it  will 
^'  seen,  by  a  reference  to  the  Executive  papers 
$  iast  session,  that  the  President  transmitted  to 
\'  is  House  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barlow,  of  the  1st 
]yiay,  1812.  to   the  Duke  of  Bassano.  statin* 


Wat*  ••  we  know,  iudeed.  that  the  French  decrees  ,  wise  solicitous  to  prove  a  falsity  on  the  Duke,  let 
^  Uot  apply  to  the  United  States  ;"  but  that  the  '  them  do  so  ;  I  want  nothing  to  convince  me  of 

itvce  Regent,  in  his  declaration  of  the  21st  of,  the  political   hypocrisy  and   perfidy  of  that  Gov- 

jrii,  declare-;  that  they  are  still  unrevoked  ;  and. 

order  to  remove  all  doubt  upon   that  subject 


ernraent. 
^  ^  Admitting  that  the   French   repealing  decree 

th   the  British  Government.   .Mr.   Barlow' re- j  had  been  formally  communicated  to  this  Govern- 
lested   in  that  letter  that  the  Duke  of  Bassano  j  ment  before  the  declaration  of  war ;  nay,  that  it 
Uld  furnish  him  with  an  authentic  act  of  their  I  had  been  even  communicated  to  the  British  Gov- 
ilvocation.     It  was  furnished,  sir,  on  the  10th  of  |  ernraent  in    April,  1811,  when    it   purports  to  be 
I  ay.  1812,  together  with   the  decree  of  the  2Sth  :  dated  ;  still  he  did  not  see  how  gentlemen  could 

bung  their  minds  to  believe  that  that  decree  would 


April.  1811.     Nlow,  sir,  though  in  the  resolu 
{jhn   offered    by  the  honorable   gentleman  from 
AlatylanJ.  at  the  last  session,  it  is  not  .isked  "  by 
t^|iom"  the  decree  was  announced  to  this  Gov- 
t|iruent;  yet   the  answer  of  the    President  fur- 

ij*Sh>d  the  House  with  that  fact  ;  and  it  is  shown  ,  „ „^ 

WMr.  Barlow's  letter  of  the  12th  of  May,  com-  !  if  anything  can  be  said  in  addition  to  what 


ijjinicated  to  the  President,  that  the  first  intelli- 
j»^  ice  to  this  Government  was  received  from  its 
ijf^rL'dited  Minister.  The  resolution,  therefore, 
ijt  w  under  considei?ation,  does  not  materially  dif- 
if  from  the  one  acfopted  at  the  last  session  ;  for 
tJif'Ugh  it  was  not  rqo  jlded 


f?i  m  which 
t|i  I  .same. 


if^ 


not  RQOjlded  in  that  interrogatory 
this  assumes,  yet  it  is  substantially 
I  believe,  sir.  the  whole  of  the  infor- 
T|i  tion  sought  fur  i-s  sufficiently  expressed  in  the 
fy  t  resolution,  the  one  now  under  consideration  ; 
^^  1  shall  vote  for  the  whole  of  those  resolutions. 
^|e  last  resoluliot*,  sir,  I  think  objectionable  m 
phraseology,  an<j  also  in  its  substance;  but  I 
11  give  it  my  support.  But  let  it  be  distinctly 
utlleistood,  at  the  sjame  time,  that  I  do  not  sup- 
r^H  these  resolutK)ns  because  I  think  there  is 
3m^  !.nformation  in  the  possession  of  the  Execu- 
tri<?;  which  was  withheld  in  violation  of  the  res- 
clf  tiDn  of  the  last  session,  or  that  any  suspicion 
c|  unfairness  attaches  to  the  Administration  in 
i|(  ir  foreign  relations  with  Great  Britain  and 
li^ince. 

/  ''rom  the  conduct  of  the  particular  friends  of 
t^i  se  resolutions  during  this  discussion,  I  believe 
ij  ifould  be  a  sourct  of  great  gratification  to  them 
ij  hi-y  were  rejected;  and.  so  far.  sir,  as  my  vote 
a  :».  I  am  determined  to  disappoint  them.  I 
tt  Qk  it  much  better  for  the  Administration  that 
tt  y  should  pass ;  not  that  I  expect  it  will  soothe 

h  : 


have  averted  the  war,  without  they  knew  the  se- 
crets of  the  British  Government   t)etter  than  its 
accredited  Minister  ;  nay,  without  they  knew  the 
intention   of  that  Govtfroment   better    than    the 
Ministry  and   Prince  Regent  himself.     And,  sir, 
if  anything  can  be  said  in  addition  to  what  was 
so  fully  illustrated  the  other  day  by  the  luminous 
argument  of  my  political  friend  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Grundy,)  I   beg  leave  to  suggest  it.     The 
non-intercourse  act  of  Congress,   passed  in  the 
spring  of  ISIO,  declared  that,  if  either  Great  Brit- 
ain or  France  would    repeal  or  so   modify    their 
decrees  or  Orders  in   Council,   that  they  should 
cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  and  the  other  failing  to  repeal  her 
orders  within    three  months  thereafter,  that  the 
United  States  would  take  decisive  steps  against 
the  one  so  failing  to  repeal.    In  August,  181U,  the 
French  Government,   by  its  official  act.  pledged 
itself  to  our  Government    that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  were  rej>ealed,  and  should  cease  to 
operate  on   the   1st  of  April   following.     Since 
which  time,  he  defied  the  gentlemen  to  show  that 
they  had  been  enforced  by  order  of  that  Govern- 
ment. 

Previous  io  this  time,  however,  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  the  British  Government  only  re- 
quired of  us,  that  France  should  repeal  her  or- 
ders as  respected  the  United  Sutes,  and  she  sol- 
emnly pledged  herself  that  she  would  repeal  her 
orders,  pan  passu,wilh  the  repeal  of  the  decrees 
as  respected  the  United  States. 

But,  sir,  what  was  her  conduct  upon  this  occa- 
sion ?  instead  of  repealing,  or  promise  of  repeal- 
ing, as  France  had  done,  she  advances  in  her  doc- 
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trine,  and  contends  that  America  must  now  pre- ; 
cure  France  to  repeal  her  decrees,  not  only  as  , 
respected  herself,  but  as  respected  alt  other  neu-  ! 
tral  Powers. 

How  then,  sir.  might  it  be  asked,  could  the  pro-  j 
mulgation  of  the  French  repealing  decree  have  I 
prevented  the  war?     Would  it  have  produced  a  ' 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  ?     It  would  not, 
if  the  British  Government  are  to  be  believed.  The  ' 
declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  the  21st  of 
April;  the  correspondence   between  Mr.  Foster 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  10th  of  June, 
and  again  on  the  14th  of  June,  a  few  days  before 
the  declaration   of  war.  are  conclusive  on  this 
point.     But,  sir,  if  we  need    better  evidence  to 
establish  the  fact,  than  the  correspondence  of  the 
accredited  Minister  of  England,  permit  me,  sir 
to    refer   the  gentleman   to  the  speeches  of  the 
Ministry  in  Parliament  during  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1812  ;  they  will  see,  sir,  that  Mr,  Rose  and  ^ 
Mr.  Perceval,  during  that  discussion,  which  grew  | 
out  of  the  examination  and  investigation  ol  the 
Orders   in  Council    in  the  House  of  Commons, 
have    frankly    and    honestly  acknowledged  that  i 
which    the  gentlemen   upon  this  occasion  deny,  j 
Mr.   Rose  expressly  says,  "that  they  are   main- | 

*  tained  to  promote  the  trade  of  England  at  the  ! 

*  expense  of  neutrals,  and  as  a  measure  of  com- 1 
'  mercial  rivalry  with  the  United  States."     Mr. 
Perceval  in    his  speech  says,  "that  they  are  not 

*  only  supported  upon  this  principle  of  retaliation, 

*  but  thatthis  principle  involved  the  license  trade; 

*  that    neither  the  partial  nor  total  repeal  of  the 

*  Berlin    and    Milan    decrees  as   they  related   to 

*  America,  or  to  any  other  nation,  or  all   other' 

*  nation.-.,  would  form  any  claim   on  the  British  i 

*  Government,  while  the  Continental  system,  so  j 

*  called,  continued  in  operation."  I 

It  is  not  unimportant,  sir,  in  the  examination  ' 
of  this  question,  to  mark,  that  the  French  repeal- 
ing decree  was  transnnitted  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment on  the  20th  .May,  1812,  during  the  ex- 
amination of  the  Orders  in  Council  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  No  answer,  sir.  is  given  to  them 
(except  a  bare  acknowledgment  of  their  receipt) 
till  the  23d  of  June  following.  On  the  16th  of 
June  Mr.  Brougham  brought  forward  his  motion 
for  a  consideration  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  to 
take  place  the  last  of  the  same  month.  In  the 
mean  time,  sir.  the  British  Ministry,  consulting 
place  and  power  and  that  democratic  spirit  oT 
themanufacturing  part  of  the  community. thought 
it  expedient  to  make  use  of  the  repealing  dec'ree 
of  France  as  a  suitable  pretext,  upon  which  to 
revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  ft  will  be  seen, 
then,  sir,  that  I  ascribe  the  repeal  of  the  orders  to 
a  very  different  cause,  than  that  adopted  by  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  The  cause  undoubtedly 
was  the  extreme  pressure  and  oppression  they 
brought  upon  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country. 

He  said  he  expected  the  other  day.  when  his 
learned  and  eloquent  colleague  (Mr.  Gaston) 
addressed  the  House,  that  all  doubt  upon  this 
part  of  the  subject  would  have  been  removed; 
that  he  would,  as  has  been  promised  by  some 
13th  Con.  1st  Sess. — 10 


gentlemen  on  that  side,  demonstrate  the  fart,  that 
the  declaration  of  war  depended  upon  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  French  repealing  decree.  He 
had  expected,  that  if  any  man  among  them  was 
able  to  establish  thi«  proposition,  it  was  his  col- 
league ;  but.  sir.  said  he.  when  he  embraced  that 
part  of  the  discussion,  he  exhibited  himself  upoa 
a  hobby  too  feeble  to  carry  him.  with  a  load  too 
heavy  to  be  borne  by  him.  What,  sir.  was  the 
argument  he  used  to  prove  the  fact  ?  Why,  that 
after  the  repealing  decree  was  produced  to  Great 
Britain,  she  did  repeal  her  orders.  Yes,  sir,  it  is 
true  she  did  suspend  them  (or  if  gentlemen  please 
repeal  them)  when  she  told  you,  in  the  same  in- 
strument, that  the  repeal  was  not  such  as  she  had 
before  required. 

I  will  take  the  liberty,  sir,  to  remark  that  it  is 
foreign  from  my  intention  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  any  individual ;  but,  sir,  I  know  not  how  anf 
individual,  friendly  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
rather  than  surrender  rights  essential  to  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country,  can  think  for  a  mo- 
ment of  the  observations  made  the  other  day  by 
a  member  from  New  York,  without  feeling  for 
him  and  his  political  opinions  the  greatest  abhor- 
rence and  contempt.  Upon  what  principle  of 
argument  or  reason  is  it,  that  that  member  has 
discovered  that  all  who  aid  either  directly  or  in- 
directly in  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  are  mur- 
derers ! 

[Here  Mr.  Grosvenor,  from  New  York,  rose 
to  explain.  Mr.  Yancey  informed  him  that  he 
did  not  allude  to  him,  and  proceeded.] 

Had  that  gentleman  considered,  sir.  that  there 
were  other  persons  from  New  York  who  had  taken 
part  in  this  debate,  he  might  have  saved  himself 
the  trouble  of  rising. 

The  same  member  (Mr.  Shipherd)  has  asked 
triumphantly  for  what  are  we  fighting?  If  it 
were  butterflies?  I  had  supposed,  Mr.^Speaker, 
from  the  number  of  law-speeches  he  had  made 
this  session,  his  legal  knowledge  would  hare 
taught  him  to  discriminate  between  the  rights  of 
butterflies,  and  the  rights  of  men.  But,  sir,  per- 
mit me  to  inferm  the  gentleman,  that  we  are 
prosecuting  this  war  for  the  rights  of  seamen,  and 
I  hop**,  sir,  we  shall  continue  to  do  so,  till  they 
are  established  upon  a  principle  that  will  do  equal 
justice  to  ourselves  and  to  others. 

Mr.  Sharp  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
have  troubled  the  House  with  a  single  remark  on 
the  subject  before  them.  He  should  have  been 
content  with  giving  a  silent  vote,  had  not  the 
range  of  debate  led  into  a  full  view  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Administration  in  relation  to  the  war.  In- 
tending to  vote  for  all  except  the  last  of  the  reso- 
!  lutions,  it  became  his  duty  to  assign  his  reasons; 
as  th^  were  directly  opposite  to  those  of  other 
gentlemen  who  advocated  them.  Some  gentle- 
men, said  he.  have,  for  the  first  time  during  this 
Administration,  become  the  supporters  of  the 
character  of  the  nation;  although  not  insensible 
to  the  cause  of  the  discussion,  and  the  effect  it  is 
intended  to  have,  yet  I  am  pleased  to  discover 
that  such  is  the  ground  they  are  driven  to  take 
to  obtain  their  object.   On  former  occasions,  those 
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■W;h: ;  itylejl  themselves  ••  friends  to   peace,"  con- 

te»(  leJ  that  our  Government  waged  war  from  a 

p»;  iilection  to  France  ;  and  we  were  entertained 

ftflh  ihen  eloquence,  displayed  in  comparing  the 

D;^jre  an<l  extent  of  injuries  from  each  belliger- 

et|(  France  and  Eoglan.i.     The  ruler  of  the  first 

•wy  I  denounced   as  a  Usurper,  a   Despot,  and   a 

Ti  apt;  and  the  other  triumphantly  represented 

ajMlefending  our  Holy  Religion,  as  fighting  the 

caf.e  of  Humanity  and  the  World.     Whether  a 

gr^  lad  that  has  afforded  so  much  food  for  decla- 

m^  jon  hitherto,  has  been  silently  abandoned  be- 

caji  e  it  has  ceased  to  have  any  effect  upon  the 

na^  Jtj,  and  recoils  upon  those  who  resort  to  it; 

oril  ecause  that  magnanimous  Government,  find- 

in|^  It  necessary  in  so  great  and  good  a  cause  to 

et^  ige  her  barbarous  allies  on  our  exposed  fron- 

ti^'     indiscriminately    to    murder,    disregarding 

•gj'  ^f  sex  ;  and  had  placed  the  trophies  of  savage 

W!'L|are,  a  human  scalp,  over  the  mace  of  their 

Lu|slativr   Council  at  York,  representing   that 

an*;  uthorized   system  of  rapine  and  murder  was 

inlj^woven  with  the  genius  of  their  Government; 

wlwiher  this  occasioned  the  change.  I  leave  others 

to  ticide. 

♦  Uill  consider  thir.  subject,  sir,  in  the  form  in 
wl|ith  it  has  been  presented  ;  and  first,  as  to  the 
avfcAfed  object  of  the  resolutions.  We  learn  from 
th.J  reoileman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Web- 
ST,  1.)  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  (Mr. 
Gi|j  3VE.N0K,)  that  tliey  are  intended  to  support 
thf^  honor  xit  our  country.  Who  can  object  to  1 
if^-  But  how?  By  proving  to  the  world  that' 
in  ia   correspondence  between    Mr.   Barlow,  our 


rter  to   France,  and    the  Duke  of  Bassano. 
...    ioir>.L-r.'_i».-  /..^  _     ' 


Mi ^ 

inikLy,  1812,  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
latu  IS  was  guilty  of  asserting  a  falsehood  ;  and 
that   the  decree  of  the  Government  of  France, 
be*!  og  date  on  the  2Sth  of  April.  ISII,  repealing 
the    Jet lin  and  Milan  decrees,  never  was  commu- 
Dicf  eJ  to  our  Government  until  it  was  coramu- 
nicv  ed  through  Mr.  Barlow.    Let  it  be  admitted 
thai|tl»e  decree  of  the  28ih    April,  1811,  never 
wa<>rcmmunicated  to  our  Government  previous 
to  tl*;  mission  of  Mr.  Barlow.     The  gentlemen 
say  !  I),  and  at  once  acquit  our  Government  of  all 
chau  re  of  duplicity  or  concealment.     But  they 
•Isrt  contend  that,  bad  the  decree  of  the  28th 
Apr  .  iSll.as  the  Duke  of  Bassano  stated  to  Mr. 
B»t^  '^^,  been  communicated  to  our  Government 
at  IJi  '  time  it  bears  date,  and  by  our  Government 
been   made  known  to  England,  she  would  have  1 
rep^?  led   her   Orders  in   Council   and  we  have  1 
had  '0  war  with  her.     To  make  good  a  position  ' 
of  l|tAt  kinj,  those  who  assume  it  must  have  a  > 
knofc  ledge  of  the  temper  of  the  British  Govern-  { 
mei    beyond  what  they  have  ever  communicated 
to  til  '  {lublic ;  and,  so  far  as  the  assertion  may  ' 
dep«  d  on  tiiat  sort  of  calculation,  I  should  hold  ■ 
it  ^  o|ly  incontrovertible.     But,  if  the  diploma- ' 
tic  ■;  trrtspondence  and  public  acts  of  the  British 
Go^r  roment   are   evidence   against   them,  it   is 
proj.^Q  to  a  demonstration  they  would  not  have 
led  their  Orders  in  Council  upon  the  pro- 
)C  of  the  decree  of  28th  April,  1811. 
e  Prince  Regent's  manifesto  of  the  21sl  of 


rep<.; 
due) 


\ 


April,  1812,  after  complaining  of  the  injustice  of 
France,  in  respect  to  neutrals,  and  excusing  the 
course  adopted  by  Great  Britain  under  the  plea 
of  necessity,  and  as  retaliatory  of  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan,  proceeds  to  require  a  repeal  of 
those  decrees  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  re- 
scision  of  the  Orders  in  Council— not  a  modifi- 
cation of  them  so  as  not  to  affect  the  commerce 
of  America,  but  that  they  should  cease  to  operate 
on  all  neutral  commerce.     That  there  should  be 
j  no  misunderstanding  upon   this   subject,  in   the 
j  correspondence  between  Mr.  Foster  the  Minister 
near  this  Government  and    Mr.   Monroe,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  June,  1812,  Mr.  Foster  expre«ly 
states  that  nothing  less  than  a  full  and  uncondi- 
tional  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
would  induce  his  Government  to  repeal  her  Or- 
I  ders  in  Council;   that  Great  Britain  could  not  re- 
peal her  Orders  in  Council  a?-  it  respected  Amer- 
ica, and  leave  them  in  force  against  other  States, 
upon  condition  that  France  would  except  Amer- 
^  ica   singly  and  specially  from   the  operation  of 
]  her  decrees.     The  relaxation  or  modification  of 
I  those  decrees  is  considered   insufficient.      Amer- 
;  ica  IS  not  only  to  obtain  from  France  the  freedom 
of  her  own  commerce,  but  she  is  required  to  con- 
tend for  the  commerce  of  others.    She  is  not  only 
I  10  cause  her   own  rights  to  be  respected,  but  she 
!  must  be  the  guardian  of  the  rights  of  all  neutral 
nations.    Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  >ay  America 
j  should  have  interposed  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of 
all  the  neutral   world?     Upon   what  honorable 
pretence  could  America  contend  for  the  redress 
of  injuries  other   than  her  own;  and  more  espe- 
cially whilst  Great  Britain  withheld  a  redress  of 
the  outrages  she  was  daily  committing  upon  our 
I  citizens? 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosve- 
nor)  and   the  gentleman  from  North   Carolina 
(Mr.  Gaston)    tell    us,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment, on  the  23d  of  June,   1812,  by  the  repeal  of 
their  Orders  in   Council,  afforded   sufficient  evi- 
dence, that,  had   the  French  decree  of  the  28tli 
April,  1811,   been  communicated    at  the   time  it 
bears  date,  that  the  effect  would  then  have  been 
the  same,  and  that  the  delay  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  meeting  the  repeal   of  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and   Milan,  so  soon   as   the  decree  of  the 
28th  of  April,  1811,  was  communicated,  was  ow- 
ing to  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Perceval,  the  Prime 
Minister,  which    deranged   the   British   Cabinet, 
and  that  so  soon  as  it  was  organized,  the  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  took  place.     Mr.  S.  said 
he  was  sorry  to  find,  upon  examination,  that  the 
gentleman's    understanding  of    the    rescision    of 
the  Orders  in  Council  was  entirely  different  from 
what  that  State  paper,  from  the  face  of  it,  would 
warrant.     In  its  preamble,  the  decree  of  the  28ih 
of  April.  1811.  IS  taken  notice  of,  and  so  far  from 
considering  that  sufficient  for  the  ref^al  of  their 
Orders  in  Council,  it  is  expressly  staled,  that  the 
tenor  of  the  decree  of  the  28th  April,  181 1.  is  not 
considered  as  satisfying  the  order  of  21,st  April, 
1812.  nor  such  a   repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan  as  the  British  Government  had  always 
required  ;  nor  would  it  justify  the  demand  of  the 
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American  Government,  that  their  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil should  be  abandoned  ;  nor   does  the  order  of 
the  British   Government   of  the  23d   June,  1812. 
more  than  suspend  the  operation  of  their  Orders 
in  Council,  reserving,  at   the  same  time,  the  ex- 
press   right   to  enforce   them  again    whenever  it 
should  appear  expedient,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
cree of  the  28th   of  April.  1811.     This  paper  of 
the  British   Cabinet,  suspending  their  Orders  in 
Council,  relied  upon  by  the  gentlemen  themselves, 
goes  incontesiably  to  confirm  what  was  meant  by 
Mr.  Foster,  when  he  required  a  full  and  uncondi- 
tional repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and 
declared  that  a  repeal,  as  it   respected  America, 
would  not  do — but  it  must  be  general  as  it  regards 
ail  neutrals.     As  the  French  decree  of  the  28th 
of  April,  1811,  IS  not  the  reason  of  the  suspension 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  on  the  23J  of  June,  1812, 
we  are  led  to  inquire   what  were  the  causes  that 
produced   it.     They   are   best  discovered  in    the 
policy  of  that  nation.     Ever  in  the  habit  of  con- 
sidering her  interest,  she  has   long  since  become 
insensible  to  those  principles  of  justice  that  should 
as  invariably  govern  nations  as  individuals.  Feel- 
ing her  ascendency   upon   the   ocean,  her  avarice 
would  not  suffer  her   to   brook  a  rival.     The  un- 
paralleled prosperity  of  American  commerce  soon 
excited  her  jealousy  ;  and   with  the  commence- 
ment of  our  present  Government  commenced  the 
history  of  her  injuries  and   injustice  towards  us. 
The  annals  of  ourdiplomacy.  for  a  period  of  above 
twenty  years,  exhibit  complaints  of  the  plunder 
of  our  property  and  the   impressment  ot  our  citi- 
zens upon  the   high    seas.     With    Great   Britain, 
the  generous  spirit   ot  commercial  enterprise    is 
converted  into  a  system  of  piracv   and  plunder, 
sanctioned  by  the  highest  authorities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.    Emboldened  by  our  long  forbearance  ; 
encouraged   by  the  strong  opposition   in  our  own 
country  to  avenging  her  injuries  ;  and  calculatin«T 
on  the  want  of  unanimity  in  our  councils.  Grea°t 
Britain  was  induced  to  believe  this  Government 
wanted  energy  to  commence  and  prosecute  a  war. 
Thus  she  was  induced  to  conceive  the  design,  bv 
her  Orders  in  Council,  of  sweeping  our  commerce 
Irom  the  ocean  and  enriching  her  Navy  with  the 
spoils.     Nor  did  she  once   think  of  abandoning 
that  policy,   until,    when  too  late,  it   was  appre- 
hended    war  must  be  the    result   of  the   state  of 
things  in  America.     Gentlemen   may   talk  about 
French  perfidy  as  the  cause  of  this  war.     Let  me 
assure  them  the  canker   lies   nearer  home.     The 
injuries  and  injustice  of  Britain  were  the  imme- 
diate cause.     Yet,  1  have  no  doubt,  those  in  our 
own  country,  who  induced  a  belief  that  we  want- 
ed  unanimity  and  energy  to  right  our  wrongs  and 
•  uppori  our  sovereignty  as   a  nation,  are  highly 
culpable.  '     ' 

Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  sec  that  gentlemen 
woiild  gain  or  lose  much  by  admitting,  as  is  con- 
tended, that  the  duplicity  of  France  in  concealin? 
the  decree  of  the  2«th  of  April.  1811.  repealing 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree.s,  had  a  tendency  to 
confirm  Great  Bntain  in  the  course  of  injustice 
she  was  pursuing  towards  America.  If  such  an 
admission  does  not  go  to  deny  or  palliate  her  con- 1 


duct,  neither  does   it    inculpate  our  Government. 
It  barely  accounts  for  the  conduct  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  in  a  way  thai  does   no  credit  to  her  jus- 
tice or  sagacity.     Great  Britain  is  charged   with 
plundering  our  commerce— and   her  apology  is, 
that  France  deceived  her.  for  she  thought  France 
did    the  same.     Then,    say    the  gentlemen,  had 
Great   Britain  known    France  had    repealed  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  shewould  have  repealed 
her  Orders  in  Council,  and   we  should  have  had 
no  war.     To  ihat  I  reply,  had  Great  Britain  never 
adopted  a  system   of  piracy  and    plunder  of  our 
properly,  .ind   impressment  of  our  citizens  upon 
the  ocean,  we    should   have  had   no  war;  or.  to 
state  the  facts,  if  that  party   in  our  own  country 
who  style  themselves  "  the  friends  of  peace,"  had 
not  induced  Great  Britain  to  believe  we  were  too 
divided  in  our  councils  to  prosecute  a  war  in  de- 
fence of  our  rights,  she  would  not  have  coniinued 
her  aggressions  on  our  commerce,  and  we  should 
have   had   no    war.     What  do  such    arguments 
prove  ?  nothing  more  nor  less  than  that  the  injus- 
tice of  Britain  has  forced  this  war  upon  America. 
But  It  IS  far  from  throwing  even  a  sliade  of  blame 
upon  the  conduct  of  our  own  Government.     No 
one  has,  nor  do  1  believe  any  gentleman  will  ven- 
ture to  a-s^ert,  that  Great  Britain  has  not  given  us 
just  cause  of  war,  or  that  America  has  been  pre- 
cipitated rashly   or  inconsiderately  into  thi.s  con- 
test.    On  her  part,  it  is  the  result  of  necessity ;  it 
IS  a  conlest  ;n  defence  of  her  commerce  and  her 
citizens,  and  involves   her   independence  as  a  na- 
tion. 

This  brings  me.  sir,  to  the  most  interesting  part 
of  the  debate.     We  are   now  at  war  with  a  most 
potent  and    perfidious  enemy.     Enlightened  poli- 
ticians of  all  ages  and   countries  agree,  that  the 
vigorous   prosecution    of  a  war,    by   calling  into 
action  the  resources  and  energies  of  a  nation,  is 
the  only  certain  means  of  procuring  an  indemnity 
for  injuries  and  security  for  our  rights,  in  a  steady 
and  honorable  [K^ace.     So  far  as  any  gentleman's 
arguments  go  to  contravene  that  course  of  policy, 
by  disaffecting  the   people  of  this  nation  to  their 
Government,  and  by  their  opposition  to  the  ways 
and  means  of  carrying  on    this   war,  to  paralyze 
the  Administration  in  their  endeavors  to  bring  it 
to  a   prosperous   and   happy    termination,  I  feel 
alarmed  at  the  consequence,  and   rmjst  entreat 
gentlemen  to  consider  what  will  be  the  tendency 
of  such    doctrines.     The  gentleman    from   New 
York,  (Mr.  Shiphebd,)   yesterday,  on  this  floor, 
denounced  the  present  war  as  unjust,  and  said  his 
conscience  would  not  suffer  him  to  take  a  part  in 
it ;  that  he  should  deem  himself  guilty  of  murder 
if  he  did.     For  the  honor  of  the  gentleman,  I  will 
not  believe  that  sentiment  to  have  been  matured 
by  reflection — I  am   necessitated  to  inculpate  bis 
head,  to  do  justice  to  his  heart.     Will  he  reflect 
but  one  moment,  that  although  he  may  differ  with 
the  Government  on  the  causes  that  produced  thii 
war;  alihough  he  may   believe  the  enemy  had  a 
prescriptive  right  to  plunder  our  ships  and  impress 
our  seamen  ;  yet,  this  is  a  Government  of  laws, 
enacted  by  the  constituted  authorities,  where  the 
majority  rules.     This  Government  has,  by  itsle- 
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gkimate  act,  declared 
Imtj?  the  minority   a  r 
aij;|  F)rin£^  disaster  and  i 


war  with   Great  Britain     echo  of  our  Toice.  repeating  "whe 


right    to  oppose   thai  war 
.-  disgrace  upon  iheir  coun 

ti^,  ?     He  who  opposes  the  adoption  of  injudicious 


JONE,  1813. 
re  are  they?" 


The  same  honorable  gentleman,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gaston,)  press 
this  suhject  home,  and  tell  us  their  fathers  foUht 


lir*stires,isapatriQt-those  measures  onceadopi-    and    bled   during  the  Rerolutionarv  contest  ?or 
e.lftc  oppose  their  execution  is  rebellion.     If  to    liberty;  inferrmi  that  with  si,  ^"^'^  *^""^"'  ^^' 


; t  our  enemies  on  the  field  of  battle  be  murder, 
wJ^ut  crime  is  he  guilty  of  who  can  tamely  see  a 
frt>ijtjer  of  fire  hundred  miles  smoking  with  the 
bl»)|)dof  his  fellow-citizens,  and  the  only  remain- 
io^f  inhabitants  flying  by  the  light  of  the  confla- 
giilion  of  their  dwellings,  and  would  refuse  to 
cciAribute  to  their  protection?  His  crime  must 
^^eason  against  humanity. 

fVhe  same  honorable  gentleman  has  said  we 
arj-!  indebted  to  the  enemy  for  their  humanity 
utfT  forbearance.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  we 
rejlt'c:  on  their  wantonly  consigning  private  prop- 
erf*  to  the  flames,  in  their  destruction  of  our  vil- 
lai^^s  on  the  seaboard  ;  when  we  recollect  their 
giijpg  up  the  wounded  and  prisoners  taken  at  the 
dei^t^of  General  Winchester  to  be  scalped  and 
touihiawki'd  by  their  Indian  allies;  when  we  see 
thwL  side  by  side  with  savages,  traversing  the 
bo;iers  of  our  country,  leaving  the  dwellings  of 
outjfellow-citizens  a  heap  of  ashes  slaked  with 
hiwta'i  gore,  we  are  made  to  exclaim  If  thi.s  be 
th*-|f  lender  mercies,  good  Lord  deliver  us  from 
the  r  wrath ! 

')  ^«  are  also  lold  by  the  same  honorable  gen- 
tltr  tan,  that   the  Government  has  at  last  to  de- 
pecjl   uport  the  Federalists  for  funds  to  support 
thilwar;  ,hat  the  loans. were  all  obtained  from 
tht  n;  he  was  sorry  any  would  contribute  to  so 
ODj  is;  a  war,  and  he  hoped  they  never  would  be 
pai     by  the  Government.     Mr.  S.  said  he  could 
by     o  means  admit   the  fact  of  the  Federalists 
nlh   g  up  the  loan,  for  he  was  well  informed  that 
gen  lemen  ..f  both  sides  in  politics  had  contributed 
lar.  ,'ly  m  bans  to  the  Government,  and  that  he 
wa    happy  in  believing  there  were  many  whose 
pol^ics  were  Federai  that  are  true  friends  to  their 
co^'ry-     liut,  said  he,  I  would  not  believe  until 
I  h*rd  It.  that  it  would  be  contended  by  any  one 
CD  iiH  floor,  that  money  borrowed   by  the  Gov- 
ern|ient,  under  legal  authority,  on  any  change  of 
Adynistration   or  policy,  ought  not  to  be  paid. 
VVKa  my  country  shall  become  so  insensible  to 
eYtty  principle  of  justice  and  honesty  as  to  refuse 
to  tky.  her  just  debts,  I  trust  in  God  I  may  not  be 
disti-aced  by  being  called  her  citizen.     No  doubt 
for  (he  purpose  of  giving  weight  to  such  doctrine 
»bQ  Gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Shipherd) 
bo^Is  that  .Massachusetts.  Connecticut,  and  New 
Yq*,  were  the  foremost  in  the  struggle  for  in- 
def>|r;dence.     It   is   well    the   gentlema^n    named 
otl|.*r  iStans  besides   his  own;  but  why  he  has 
OTf  looked   the  two   very   re>pectable   States  of 
Pe;i  isvlvarvia  and  Virginia.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  tell. 
Tl^v  ;e  patrt  .ts  and  heroes  who  were  foremost  in 
th^  icvolutioa  we  honor  as  our  country  ought. 
Bu^   alas!  with  the  mutations  of  time  they  have 
P»V  '^   away,  and   have  left  another  race  upon 
thqf    lage.     Massachusetts,  the  cradle  of  liberty! 
w«   o»|Uire,  for  your  sages  and  heroes;  we  ask. 
wlitre  are  they?  and  are  answered  only  by  the 

1: 


I 


Y  ;  interring  that  with  sires  so  distinguished 
the  sons  should  not  easily  be  sosi)ected  of  error. 

But,  sir,  my  perception  of  the  right  to  inherit 
either  the  honors  or  the  talents  of  an  ancestor  is 
so  indistinct  that  we  may  very  readily  ima-rine 
that  It  might  or  might  not  happen.  lam  war- 
ranted from  history  in  stating  a  case — such  I  hope 
does  not  exist  in  our  own  country:  Bruius,  the 
first  distinguished  patriot  of  that  name  in  Rome, 
in  no  long  time  after  driving  the  tyrant  into  ban- 
ishment, had  to  sit  in  judgment  on  his  own  sons 
for  treason.  The  illustrious  father  is  not  unfre- 
quently  cursed  with  a  degenerate  son.  He  who 
has  worn  out  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, and  by  his  wisdom  and  valor  rendered  him- 
self conspicuous  in  achieving  her  liberty  and  ad- 
vancing her  happiness,  is  entitled  to  the  most  ex- 
alted niche  in  the  temple  of  fame  ;  nor  less  dis- 
tinguished he,  who,  in  the  ensanguined  field,  is 
sacrificed  among  a  hecatomb  of  victims  on  the 
altar  of  his  country's  rights  : 

"  Fresh  leavet  of  martial  laurel 
Shall  shade  the  aoldier's  (^rave, 
Who  diea  with  arm  uphtted 
His  country's  righu  to  save!" 

But  the  chaplet  of  flower.-*  that  adorned  his  sil- 
ver locks  would  wither  and  decay  on  the  brow 
of  his  son,  unless  cherished  by  the  same  virtues. 
Could  the  spirit  of  the  departed  sire  converse 
with  his  son,  he  would  point  to  the  most  exalted 
eminences  of  his  country's  promotion,  and  say. 
Son,  climb  there  by  understanding  and  promoting 
your  country's  weal,  and  you  may  gather  laurels 
from  those  cloud  capt  summits  that  will  grow 
and  flourish  as  long  as  you  deserve  to  wear  them. 
But.  if  you  refuse  to  emulate  your  father's  ex- 
ample, the  lustre  of  his  character  will  only  throw 
upon  your  conduct  a  shade  of  opprobrium.  Ob- 
servation and  history  lead  to  this  conclusion: 
that  every  one  acts  from  his  own  judgment,  and 
should  receive  the  fame  or  infamy  due  to  his  own 
conduct. 

Sir,  when  we  reflect  that  this  nation  is  now 
engaged  in  war.  the  object  of  the  early  meeting 
of  this  session  of  Congress  will  immediately  oc- 
cur. The  ways  and  means  for  carrying  on  the 
war  are  imperiously  demanded  of  us  ;  to  meet  that 
object  should  be  our  first  duty  ;  and  1  had  hoped 
no  subject  di.>connected  with  it  would  have  oc- 
cupied the  House;  and  much  less  could  I  have 
imagined  several  days  would  have  been  employed 
in  invesiigating  the  causes  that  produced  the  war, 
at  a  period  when  it  is  a  year  since  it  was  declared. 
The  arguments  of  gentlemen  in  the  opposition 
might  have  been  serviceable  at  the  time  that  sub- 
ject was  on  the  tapis,  and  I  believe  they  were 
then  urged,  duly  considered,  and  weigheti  before 
our  Government  acted.  All  arguments  should 
be  now  applied  to  the  present  .>(aie  of  the  Uoiuo. 
to  the  efl'eciual  means  of  bringing  this  war  to  a 
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happy  and  honorable  termination.     Mr.  S.  said   ' 
he  hoped  at  least  we  should  aii  unite  in  feeling 
an   interest  in    the  fortune  and  happiness  of  our 
t      own  country,  and  in  adopting  the  means  neces- 
^  sary  to  that  end. 

Mr.   MnRFREE  said,   that  he  was  desirous  of 
speaking  on  this  question,  for  several  reasons; 
one  was,  that  being  unaccustomed  to  deliver  his 
sentiments  in  deliberative  bodies,  he  might  pos- 
sibly extend    his  remarks  to  everything  else  but 
the  issue  in  controversy,  and  in  that  event  would 
have  the  good  fortune  to  find  himself  in  company 
with   many    honorafde    gentlemen   of   the   other 
side  of  the  House.     Indeed,  if  he  wandered  ever 
so  far  from  the  subject,  he  had  the  suflicient  apol- 
ogy toofler,  that  he  was  but  retracing  those  steps 
from    which    his   eloquent   colleague    had   lately 
brushed  away  the  dust.     He  considered  the  de- 
bate, also,  of  a   nature   highly  interesting   to   the 
whole  community.     The  justice  and  expediency 
of  the  war  are  considered  as  coming  within  the 
scope  of  the  resolutions  upon   the  table,  and   the 
arguments  of  those  who  commenced  it  and  advo- 
cate Its  continuance,  contrasted   with  the  objec- 
tions of  the  opposition,  will   thus   be  fairly  pre- 
sented to  the  view  of  the   people  of  the  United 
Slates,     li  will   be  their   province   to  decide  in 
favor  of  ihe  one  or  the  other,  and  such  decision 
is,  at  this  time,  not  less  desirable  than  necessary. 
If  their  determination   shall  be  in  our  favor,  and 
that  of  the  war,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  would'lead 
to  an  union  of  parties  in  its  prosecution,  that  will 
tend   not  less  certainly  to  a  speedy  than  glorious 
conclusion.     If,  on  the  cootrarv,  it  shall  be  con- 
demned  by  them  as  unjust  and   unnecessary,  it 
will  become  us  to  acquiesce  in  their  will,  and  ob- 
tain the  most  advantageous  terms  of  peace  that 
may  be  granted  by  the  enemy  to  an  humble  and 
submissive  acknowledgment  of  our  error. 

The  discussion  upon  this  subject  is  susceptible 
of  being  reduced  to  a  single  point.  The  decree 
of  the  French  Government,  formally  repealing 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  so  far  as  they  af- 
fected the  United  States,  purports  to  bear  date 
the  28th  April.  1811.  It  does  not  appear  that  this 
instrument  was  ever  published,  or  that  it  was 
made  known  to  the  American  Minister  until 
May.  1812,  and  by  hiin  transmitted  to  his  Gov- 
ernment. No  one  has  spuken  but  disclaimed 
the  idea  that  it  ever  was  known  to  the  Executive 
of  this  country  prior  to  that  period.  In  the  con- 
versation of  Mr.  Barlow  with  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sano,  on  the  12lh  May,  the  latter  stated  that  this 
decree  had  been  communicated  to  Mr.  Barlow's 
predecessor  at  his  Court,  and  also  to  the  French 
.Minister  at  this  place,  with  orders  to  transmit  it 
to  the  Secretary  of  Stale.  Now,  sir,  the  gentle- 
men on  ihe  other  side  say,  if  it  was  communi- 
cated to  the  President  in  either  way  previous  to 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  by  nim  concealed,  no  i 
language  is  capable  of  depicting  the  aggravated  ' 
crime  of  which  he  has  been  guilty.  FoT,  if  ihis 
decree  had  been  made  known,  the  Orders  in  ' 
Council  would  have  been  repealed,  and  ihis  dis- 
astrous  war,  as  they  style  it,  never  have  taken 
place.     To  Tindicate  the  honor  of  the  Adminis- 


tration and  attach  the  falsehood  where  it  justly 
belongs,  is  the  professed  object  of  these  resolu- 
lions  But,  sir,  we  say  that,  admitting  what  no 
one  believes  or  pretends  to  believe,  that  it  was  so 
concealed  by  the  Administration,  still  we  say 
had  It  been  presented  to  the  British  .Ministry,  it 
would  not  have  had  the  least  possible  effect  ia 
suspending  or  arresting  the  war. 

The  French  decree  of  28th  April,  1811,  repeals 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  so  far  only  as  they 
aff'ecled   the   United   Stales.     The  precise  words 
are.  that  they  "are  considered  as  not  having  ex- 
isted  in  regard  to  American  vessels."     If  we  re- 
fer  to   the   whole   correspondence    between    the 
British  and  American  Ministers,  it  will  plainly 
appear  that  ihis  was  not  such  a  repeal  of  the  de- 
crees as  they  required  us  to  produce  previous  to 
rescinding  their  obnoxious  edicts.     In  order  not 
to  detain  the   House  by  particular  references  to 
documents,  whicn  have  been  so  much  canvassed 
I  will  content  myself  with  recalling  to  their  re- 
collection two  or  three  of  the  last  letters,  in  which 
their  demands  are  so  explicitly  avowed  as  to  be 
impossible  to  be  mistaken  or  misunderstood.     In 
a  letter  from  Lord  Wellesley  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  of 
Uth  February,  1811.  he  demanded  their  absolute 
and  unconditional  repeal,  not  as  they  affected  the 
United   States,  but  as  they  regarded  all  nations; 
that  the  commerce  of  the  Continent  thereby  be 
restored  to  the  same  situation  in  which  it  stood 
previous  to  their  promulgation.     As  they  affected 
others,  we  never  did  or  could  jusily  have    the 
j  least  right  to  interfere. 

In  a  short  time  after.  Mr.  Foster  in  his  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  on  3d  July.  1811,  re- 
I  peats  the  same  demand  in  almost  the  same  words 
;  and  to  that  he  still  more  unequivocally  answered 
the  additional  siipulaiion,  that  the  neutral  com- 
;  merce  should  be  restored  to  its  former  situation. 
This  latter  demand,  in  reality,  was.  and  it  could 
be  noihing  less,  considered  as  a  requisition  of  us 
to  enforce   the  admission  of  British   goods  into 
those   ports  of  the   Coutinenl,   which    had  been 
:  subsequently   subjugated    by    the    French   arms. 
Accordingly,  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  in  reply,  ex- 
pres.-ed  his  astonishment  at  a  demand  so  unusual 
I  and  unexpected,  and  desired  an  explicit  answer. 
:  whether   such    an    extravasrant    pretension    was 
maintained  by  the  British  Government.     In  his 
answer  to  this,  Mr.   Foster  labors  to  distinguish 
what  he  meant  from  the  inference  so  easily  dedu- 
cible,  not  only  from  the  former,  but  that  very  let- 
<  ter,  and  finally  envelopes  himself  in  those  high- 
sounding  epithets  he  could  assume  with  so  much 
lacility  when  he  speaks  of  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  ihe  British  nation. 

If,  sir,  additional  evidence  were  wanted  in  so 
plain  a  case,  I  would  refer  to  the  last  letter  of 
the  lOih  June.  1812,  conclusive  of  the  point,  and 
suflicient  to  carry  conviction  to  the  most  scepti- 
cal iiiind.  In  this  memorable  letter,  written  a 
few  days  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
which  was  and  must  have  been  known  to  him 
would  follow  in  that  short  space,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed he  would  lender  the  mosi  favorable  terms 
he  was  authorized,  if  his  Government  had  beeu 
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sfijitrely  desirous  of  adjusting  amicably  the  sub-  act  which  he  declares  he  will  not  merely  because 
s^^iiig  ditrerences.  From  this  letter  alone.  suflS-  '  influenced  by  new  ref.sons.  he  m'ay  subseouenilr 
c|.#m  10  silence  forever  the  carils  of  the  most  in-  ;  do  that  very  act.  It  is  a  useless  waMe  of  time 
cOdoious.  I  will  conclude  this  point  by  reading  •  to  argue  further  upon  this  point.  That  the  Brit 
a«*iort  passage:  "  I  have  no  hesitation,  sir.  in  i  ish  Cabinet  requires  the  absolute  and  uncondi- 
^ytng  that  Great  Britain  never  did.  or  could.  |  tional  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  and 
tjgage  to  repeal  her  orders  as  affecting  America  f  the  restoration  of  the  commerce  of  the  Continent 

'  iljr,e,  leaving  them  in  force  against  other  Slates,    •-•-'"-— • --    ;  .   .  .     .""' 

'  ^f-on  condition  that  France  would  except  singly 


•^fKjii  cuiiuiiiuD  mai  r  ranee  would  excep. ^.^ 

'  ^kd  specially  America  from  the  operation  of  her 
'  <l  cees. 

will  DOW,  sir,  proceed  to  inquire  what  an- 
s^i  r  has  been  given  to  these  facts  by  the  two 
g^  tl?men  who  have  stood  forward  the  most  con- 
8)ii  '.ujous  advocates  of  the  resolutions  upon  the 
t?tf  e.     Tiie  honorable  member  from  New  York 


to  its  former  situation,  is  proved  by  the  declara- 
tion  of  ihe   Prime  Minister  himself,  by  the  in- 


structions to  the  Resident  Minister,  by  all  the  let- 
ters of  the  latter,  and  finally  by  the  declaration 
of  the  Prince  Regent  himself. 

But,  sir,  I  never  believed  that  it  was  their  in- 
tention to  rescind  the  Orders  in  Council  if  we 
could   have  performed    the    stipulation   thf-y  re- 

.^  ,     ,     .         , ^.-, quired.     In    the  early   correspondence  upon  the 

b^     temaikfd  that  they  are  so  confused  and  in- I  subject,  they  justified  them  upon   the  ground  of 
dfvuicl  that   he    is  unable  to   understand   them,    retaliation,  and  professed  their  readiness  to  nro- 

J»    IV    nnnt     an    ovouinnl    hnm     Ktil>   ^__i.--l.I-    ._      i    _. i.._  • .  i        .         .—  .      ~  • 

^1 


pooj   an  evasion 


how  little  applicable  to    ceed  step  by  step  with  the  French  Government 
ressiot^s    not   merely  as   intelligible,    but  the    in  the  repeal  of  such  as  affected  the  commerce  of 


rrf>  ^t  forcible  of  which  the  language  is  suscepli 
bitf!     From   the  gallant  manner  in  which  that 

Jlleman  presented  himself  in  the  van  of  the 
leral  piialanx,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  so  hu- 
Um^  lasting  an  ackno*ledgment  of  his  own  defeat. 
Tl  e  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(^  r.  Gas'jton)  declines  to  take  this  ground,  and 
d^r-  )lays  b»s  superior  address  by  attracting  the  at- 
tft.  ;ioa  to  another  view  of  the  subject.  Heatirib- 
u^.  s  ihe  clear  light  in  which  he  was  compelled 
tc;  cknow^edge  thai  Mr.  Foster  did  place  the  ulii- 
tp:i|uni  of  his  Government  to  the  superior  diplo- 
ni{,K   skill  of  the   American    Secretary.     This 


the  United  States.  From  this  ground  they  af- 
terwards receded,  and  annexed  the  other  condi- 
tion to  which  I  have  before  alluded.  Finally,  in 
the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the' 3d 
of  March,  what  I  have  no  doubt  was  the  original 
object  of  the  Orders  in  Council  was  no  longer 
concealed.  It  was  then  substantially  avowedly 
the  Minister  himself,  that  they  were  supported  as 
a  system  of  commercial  monopoly  which  they 
bad  the  power  to  enforce,  and  as  a  benefit  they 
expected  to  derive  from  their  naval  supremacy. 

The  honorable  gentlemen   on   the  other   side 
have  liberally  indulged  in  invective  against  the 


■\    .,  --'    , ^v„.,..„.j.      M.  ,iis  ,  i.^^j^  iiL><:i<aiij  iiiuuivt-u  in  invective  against  tne 

u(  /I. ling  testimony  to  the  merit  of  that  gentle-  Ruler  of  the  French  Empire.  I  sincerely  an- 
m^  1  was  as  unexpected  as  ju.t,  and  with  the  |  prove  their  sentiments,  and  fervently  wish  a  ha- 
saj  e  cancior  the  honorable  gentleman  might  I  (red  of  kings  and  royally  may  be  indelibly  im- 
hjj  e  addeii,  that  he  is  not  more  distinguished  in  I  pressed  upon   the   heart  of  every   American.     I 


tb^  correspondence  for  superior  strength  of  argu- 
mf'  't  and  elegance  of  style,  than  he  is  elevated 
bj  Honesty  and   integrity  above   Mr.  Foster,  or 


most  cordially  unite  with  them  in  an  abhorrence 
of  Emperors,  over  whatever  country  tliey  may 
lord  It,  and  by  whatever  appellation  distinguished, 


ir'  other  corrupted  minion  of  British  power.  I  whether  NaHeon  the  Conqueror,  or  Alexander 
Tj;  •  honorable  member  sickened  with  the  repe- 1  the  Deliverer.  1  am  equally  indifferent  to  the 
tifcjn  of  these  documents,  and  turned  from  them  personal  fate  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  or  that  of 
Wj;.idisgu-t.  to  take  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  his  Empire,  whether  he  fall  by  the  dagger  of  a 
mi,  tioal  cc  ntroversr  between  the  two  countries.  Parisian  conscript,  or  be  pierced  by  the  lance  of 
Tl  .  gentU  man  was  right ;  in  minute  detail  there  a  wild  and  warlike  Cossack.  And  so  far  as  my 
wj  danger;  a  rig,i|  examination  of  them  would  i  country  be  unaffected,  I  care  not  whether  his 
tiy>;  i  presented  hiia  with  facts  and  arguments  j  Empire  be  tumbled  into  rum.  or  whether  he  still 
in.j  osMble  to  be  answered,  and  which  would  sur-  1  nave  ability  to  drive  back  the  torrent  of  Northern 
''^flu*'''^"  ■!?'!  tngenuity  to  elude.  Many  others,  !  barbarians  by  whom  he  is  surrounded  into  their 
iMhirasel},  have  sickened  in  the  perusal,  because  i  native  desert's 

r.1.^..      ,    i,„       A.I _: .■  .1  .  , 


As  many  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  have  still 
to  speak  U|>oa  this  subject,  permit  me  to  point 
out  an  object  to  which  ihey  may.  with  equal  jus- 
tice, direct  their  arrows.  The  honorable  gentle- 
men may  select  from  the  catalogue  of  vices  which 
have  disgraced  human  nature  in  public  or  private 
life,  and  a  corresponding  one  will    be  found  to 


lh|l  place  ;he  Administration  U|)on  the  high  and 
co.Iaianding  ground  they  deserve  to  occupy. 

jibe  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
in^J-s  that  ihey  did  intend  to  repeal  their  Orders 
in.louncil  had  thev  been  furnished  with  an  au- 
th^ftic   repeal  of   the   French   decrees,  because 

thij  HCiuaJly   did   subsequently  repealthem  on  .„...., ^  „..,  ^,..    ,,  .,,„„   .„ 

thJ|>  ground.  But.  sir,  how  was  it  possible  for  the  constitute  a  part  of  the  character  of  the  Prince 
All.  uoistration  to  l^ve  (oreseen  so  complete  a  Regent.  This  rich  and  fertile  field  has  been  left 
rev,  lation  m  their  designs  within  so  short  a  pe-  j  untouched.  The  gentlemen  have  asked  why  no 
Taf  .^^^uZJ.n^lT'"'^  '°  their  declaration  at  notice  has  been  taken,  not  a  censure  breathed 
Ivi  i  /  .M  r  '  '°  "'^"'^  different  persons?  ,  against  the  wrongs  and  violence  of  the  Emperor 
^^^  judge  ot  the  future  actions  ol  men  by  their  ,  of  France.  As  this  surely  cannot  apply  lo  me,  I 
pr^JsMons.  and  to  me  the  logic  is  incomprehen-  ,  have  the  right  to  retort  the  inquiry  Why  has 
sitf .  l.y  wuich  we  prove  a  man  will  periorm  an  )  the   conduct  of   the    Regent    of  En-land    been 


\l 
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passed  over  in  silence?  Tli«t  man  whose  arro- 
gant pretension  and  long  continued  injustice  re- 
duced us  to  the  alternative  of  encountering  the 
calamities  of  war  or  submitting  to  national  deg- 
radation and  dishonor.  An  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Shipherd)  has  stigmatized 
ihe  war  as  a  murderous  project,  and  expressed 
his  hopes  and  wishes  that  the  money  loaned  for 
its  support  would  never  be  repaid.  A  venerable 
member  of  thi'>  House  has  gone  still  further,  pub- 
licly charges  the  Administration  with  bribery  in 
procuring  the  late  loans,  and  declared  it  the  duty 
of  upright  men  in  a  future  Legislature  to  refuse 
provision  for  a  fulfilment  of  these  usurious  con- 
tracts. Must  not  al!  regret,  deplore  the  frailty  of 
human  nature  to  see  that  gentleman,  influenced 
by  party  spirit,  tarnish  the  laurels  of  his  youth, 
and  in  the  decline  of  life  consent  to  abandon 
those  very  rights  he  himself  maintained  by  his 
pen  and  defended  by  his  sword  ! 

I  am  pleased,  sir,  that  the  sentiments  and  de- 
signs of  the  Opposition  are  thus  openly  avowed 
to  the  world.  And,  sir,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
inform  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Grosvenob,)  that  feeble  as  the  Administration 
may  be,  and  poorly  as  he  may  think  of  them, 
while  such  are  the  opinions  of  himself  and  his 
friends,   they  will  never  drive  us  from  our  seats. 

In  conclusion  I  will  again  press  the  question 
propounded  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee (.Mr.  Gruxdy.)  The  orders  are  repealed, 
and  will  you  have  peace  and  recognise  the  right 
of  impressment?  To  this  no  answer  has  been 
given,  and  I  venture  to  declare  that  none  will  be 
given  in  the  affirmative.  How,  then,  -vill  gentle- 
men justify  It  to  themselves  and  the  people,  if 
they  will  neither  surretider  the  claim  we  assert, 
nor  aid  the  prosecution  of  a  war  in  its  support  ? 
I  will,  sir,  give  my  vote  for  the  resolutions,  except 
the  last,  with  which  we  have  no  concern,  for  in- 
formation upon  this  subject,  in  this  or  any  other, 
the  most  inquisitorial  shape  they  can  be  made  to 
assume.  Because  I  am  well  assured  that  they 
can  but  add  to  the  numberless  proofs  already 
afforded,  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  preferred  an  honorable  struggle  to  a  tame 
surrender  of  the  rights  of  an  independent  nation. 

When  Mr.  MtRFBEE  concluded,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Monday.  June  21. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York,  John 
M.  Bowers,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
ffeat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Otlice,  transmitting  the  reports  of  the  land  com- 
missioners for  the  western  district  of  the  late  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Mississippi  ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Hornet. 

The  amount  of  compensation  was,  on  motion 


of  Mr.  Nelsow,  fixed  at  $25.000— the  same  as  was 

!  allowed  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Wasp,  for 
the  capture  of  the  Frolic.  The  bill  was  then  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 

I  for  a  third  reading. 

j  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

,  relief  of  Thomas  Sloo  ;  which  was  gone  throagh, 

I  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 

I  third  time  this  day  ;  and  was  accordingly  read  a 

I  third  time,  and  passed. 

I  FR^'CH  DECREES. 

I  The  order  of  the  day  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions having  been  called  up, 

Mr.  BiBB  stated  the  intention  of  the  Commit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  press  the  consideration 
of  the  revenue  bills  as  soon  as  possible.  The  time 
already  occupied  in  this  debate  had  not  been 
thrown  away,  as  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  not  prepared  for  the  discussion  of  the 
tax  bills.  Now  they  were  ready,  however,  he  rose, 
in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
(Mr.  Eppes.)  to  give  notice  that  those  bills  would 
be  called  up  to-morrow;  and,  every  gentleman 
now  having  fair  notice,  he  hoped  the  discussion 
of  these  resolutions  would  terminate  to-day. 

Mr.  Calhocn  made  some  observations  expres- 
sive of  his  wish  to  curtail  this  debate,  so  anxious 
was  he  to  come  to  the  discussion  of  the  ways  and 
means  ;  with  which  view,  he  should  refrain  from 
making  those  remarks  on  this  occasion  which  he 
had  intended,  and  should,  if  the  motion  for  indef- 
inite postponement  was  withdrawn,  also  with- 
draw the  motion  which  he  had  made  to  amend 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Fabrow  then   withdrew  his   motion  for 
indefinite   postponement,  in  order  to  save  lime 
although  he  remained  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
resolutions  ;  to  which,  looking  al  their  object  and 
expediency,  noining  could  reconcile  him. 

Mr.  Calhocn  then  withdrew  his  motion  for 
amendment. 

Mr.  Robertson  assigned  at  length  the  reasons 
why,  although  he  believed  these  resolutions 
wholly  unnecessary,  he  should  nevertheless  be 
induced  to  vote  for  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
first  resolution,  as  follows: 

"  liesolved.  That  the  President  of  the  United  8ute« 
be  requested  to  inform  thw  House,  unless  the  public 
interest  should  in  his  opinion  forbid  such  communica- 
tion, when,  by  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  the  first 
inteihgence  wa«  given  to  this  Government  of  the  decree 
of  the  Government  of  France,  bearing  date  on  the  28th 
April,  1811,  and  purporting  to  be  a  definitive  repeal  of 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan." 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  137,  nays 
26.  as  follows : 

Vkas — Messrs.  .\lexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Beall,  Benson,  Bige- 
low,  Bowen,  Bowers,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Calhoun,  Caperton,  Cham- 
pion, Chappell,  Chevcs,  Cilley,  Coraslock,  Condict, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dewey,  Du- 
vall,  Earle,  Ely,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes» 
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di)I«)n.  Gloninjcr,  GoJdaborouKh,  Goodwyn,  Gour 
dH  Gnffin.  Grosvenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson, 

I'^T^r,  *''  '*''?'""»  0*"  ^'ew  York,  Howell,  Hub- 
b|.d,  Hafty,  Humphreys.  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ine- 
h»'i,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
IVk  jnedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Marvland,  Kerr 
1^  [xwini,  King  of  MgKsachusetU,  King  of  North  Car- 
S  i'  f;'^f;'*;  Lewia,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
NU  kdl,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean.  MilJer,  Moffitt. 
f^  eley,  Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pear*jn 
P*f  enng,  I'lckens.  Piper,  Pitkin.  PleasanU,  Poat,  Pot- 
dH  '^'''^'  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania 

Sri*,"'"  J'^""'**'  K"^S^'y'  K'nggold,  Robertson, 
Kklglea,  hchureman,  Sevier,  Sevbert,  Sharp,  Sheffey 
8 j  Wood,  54mith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New 
if  i,  Smitltof  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Sun- 
fof*.  iJtockU,n,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
-   Igc,  TaiTjiehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,   Voae 

hrd  of  M„8*achu8etu,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web-' 
atS£  Wheatvn,  White,  Whitehill,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
MU-achuaeua,  W  ilsou  of  Pennsylv'a,  W^inter,  Wood, 

gftt,  and  lancey. 

•r/-.?~i'^ '''""■  ^"'^'  Barnett,  Brown,  Builer,  Cald- 
'"•ir  "^'  K'^f"''"'  ^'*^""'l.  Crawford,  Dawson,  De- 
ncjilU,  De^ha.  Evans.  Findley,  F.sk  of  New  York, 
Gk  jgow  Hvneman,  Kershaw,  Montgomery,  Ormsby, 
Ptf^et,  Rich,  Roane,  Sage,  Skinner,  and  Telfair 


•Jh*-  second  resolution  having  been  read- 
er. BuTf.ER  rose,  and  said,  so  long  a.s  he  en- 
ta-i^d  a  ho()e  that  these  resolutions  woiild  meet 
th^^ate  they  so  richly  deserved,  he  felt  wiliina  ,o 
gi'.i  a  siieoi  vote ;  but  having  lost  all  expectarion 
ot  result  so  desirable,  it  was  proper  to  render 
soi#  ?  reasoiis  for  voting  in  the  negaiive. 

(^  r,  said  \Ir.  B..  I  see  no  necessity  for  the  in- 
foif  JatioR  required,  and  to  call  on  the  President 
lotf  yocumenls  that  cMn  be  of  no  u.se  would  be  im- 
prnj|er.  We  may  a>k  for  infornaation  without 
gi^  ig>  the  Hresident  the  reasons,  but  we  certainly 
ouf  t  10  have  good  reasons  ourselves  for  so  doing. 
It  I.  IS  not  been  once  iniimaied.  that  any  act  of 
the  ,  legislature  can  be  founded  on  the  answer  ex- 
p«<§'d.;  much  less  that  we  should  now  declare 
v^arjairainst  France;  1  therefore  can  discover  no 
prc^iAable  us«  that  can  be  made  of  any  answer  in 
ihr  >otver  of  the  President  to  give. 

Ij  n&s  been  said  that  this  inquiry  ought  to  have 
beer,  n>ade  by  the  friends  of  the  Administration  ; 
bui-  5  they  have  neglected  their  duty,  these  reso- 
luifv  us  were  introduced  to  give  the  President  a 
laiii  pportunity,  by  hjs  answer,  to  remove  the  sus- 
p«c*,  IS  undtr  which  many  of  the  people  are  la-  '< 
borir"  ij.  '^      ' 

^'  ,  if  that  unfortunate  class  of  the  community 
^a*  >eiieved   the  most  solemn  assertions  of  the  i 

I'rev  lent,  oreventheirownsensesin  relation  tohis  ' 
conflict  for  forty  years  past,  they  would  not  now  ' 
he  ijboring  under  these  painful   suspicions.     As  I 
no  plri  of  hiv  conduce  has  laid  the  foundation  for,  I 
or  gjeo  any  support  Co  these  suspicions,  noihin<^  , 
that^e  can  do,  nothing  that   he  can  place  on  ! 
P«P'^*  will  remove  them.     Should  the  President  ' 
giv«4h.'  most  satisfactory  answer,  it  would   only 
lea^^his  character  oo  the  same  high  ground  on 
wh;^  It  now  stands,  and  therefore  would  con- 
tribjf  e  nothing  to  his  reputation.     I  have  another 
rea^|fl  lor  voting  against  the  adoption  of  these 
i 
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rewlutions.     The  wme  ioquiry  was^ade  by  the 

Ust  Congress,  and    received    the  answer  o/ the 

President.     And  will  you  now  repeat  the  same 

question  in  the  mojt  inquisitive  languaire  ?     Will 

you  treat  the  President  of  the  United  Itaies  in  a 

manner  that  would   be  resented  by  almost  everv 

man  in   private  life  ?     Strange  marks  of  distrust 

and  suspicion  are  lo  be  .seen  on  the  very  face  of 

these  resolutions;  the  time  and  manner  in  which 

hey  make  their  appearance  also  go  to  support 

the  same  opinions.     I  consider  the  iniroductioo 

ot  these  resolutions  an  attack  upon  the  Executive 

of  this  nation;  and  when  you   have  made  then> 

your  own,  if  I  am  not   mistaken,  the  world  will 

consider  it  as  made  by  this  House. 

Sir  the  five  resolutions  you  have  had  under 
consideration  about  a  week,  appear  all  to  be 
nearly  related  in  form  and  spirit,  and  as  you  have 
adopted  the  first,  the  others  will  follow  of  course  • 
but  if  they  pas..,  it  must  be  by  the  votes  of  those' 
who  are  moved  by  motives  that  shall  not  influ- 
ence  me;  I  will  not  vote  for  resolutions  that  I 
dissapprove,  merely  to  gratify  those  whom  1  am 
persuaded  cannot  be  conciliated.  The  fear  of  be- 
ing accused  of  having  an  intention  to  suppress 
useful  information,  will  not  move  me.  Conscious 
ol  the  rectitude  of  my  own  intentions,  I  shall  give 
no  vote  through  fear  of  accusations  founded  ia 
falsehood. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  time  spent  in  this 
debate  has  not  been  lost :  if  it  has  not  been  worse 
than  lo.st  It  will  hereafter  give  me  pleasure  to 
acknowledge  my  own  error. 

Inquiries  as  necessary  as  this  might  be  insti- 
tuted, one  upon  the  back  of  another,  without  end. 
Why  not  call  on  the  President  to  lay  before  this 
House  such  information  as  he  may  possess  in  re- 
lation to  the  powers  Mr.  Erskine  had  to  make  ao 
arrangement  with  our  Government  concerning 
the  British  Orders  in  Council  ?     That  Minister  in 
I  the  plainest  terras  declared  that  he  had  full  power 
to   do  what  he  proposed;  his    master  at   home, 
within  three  months,  in  terms  equally  plain,  con- 
tradicted hira:  one  might  speak  truth-both  could 
1?"^;.^"''   *hy  ^hall  we  not   inquire   after  the 
i  lact  f     1  he  reason  is  obvious— because  it  would 
[answer  no  valuable  purpose:  but  you  will  frive 
,  me  leave  to  say,  that  it  would  answer  as  good  a 
I  purpose  as  the  one  now  under  consideration 
j      bir.  I  have  been  in   the  habit  of  viewing  everv 
I  man   responsible  for  his  own  conduct  ;  and    this 
m  legislation  as  elsewhere.     And  although  it  is 
the  lot  ol  man  to  err.  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
I  honest  wi.se  men  will  always  be  unable  to  fore- 
see the  natural  tendency  of  their  own  conduct  la 
the  plainest  cases.     If  my  conduct  is  such  as  can 
produce  no  other  consequences  but  those  that  are 
bad-and  this  so  plain  that  every  person  of  sane 
mind    must  discern  a— to  what  will  you   ascribe 
my  improper  behaviour  7     To  the  want  of  good 
motives,  or  the  want  of  discernment?     One  or 
he  other  must  be  the  cause.     I  have  been  taught 
to  ascribe  no  improper  motive  to  any  member  of 
this  House.        shall    be  one  of  the  last    to  trans- 
gress yonr  rules  ;  but  they  will   prevent  no  one 
Irom  inquiring  after  the  effects  of  any  measuie 
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proposed  to  the  House,  or  of  the  tendencf  of  the 

arguments  in  support  of  that  measure. 

As  to  the  motives  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  who  introduced  all  these 
resolutions,  I  shall  say  nothing ;  I  shall  treat  with 
equal  charily  all   the  arguments  offered   in  their! 
favor.     It  is  suflScient  for  me  to  be  fully  satisfied 
that  they  can  produce  no  other  consequences  than 
those  that  are  to  be  deeply  lamented.     According  [ 
to  all   the  argument*  advanced   by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  it  would  appear  that  ' 
either  the  Government  of  France,  or  that  of  the  ' 
United  States,  is  responsible  for  all  the  blood  and  ■ 
treasure  that   may   be  wa.«ted   in   our  war  with 
Great  Britain.     They  might  as  well  say.  in  plain 
English,  that  the  President  and   the  majority  in  | 
Congress  have  been  the  sole  cause  of  the  war.     It  | 
is  only  a   circuitous  course  taken    to  enforce  the  ; 
charge  with   more  effect.     Through  you  all   the  i 
people  of  the  United  States  may  be  told  this,  and  | 
much  sophistry  urged    to  support  it.     I  shall   not 
say  that  the  motives  were  bad;  but  that  the  ef-  i 
feet  must  be  so,  is  certain.  j 

So  far  as  they  are  believed,  and  have  any  influ 


ence,  thev  must  engap  the  people  to  search  for  the 
causes  of  this  war,  where  they  are  not  to  be  found, 
and  where  they  never  did  exist.  By  the  resolu- 
tions, and  the  arguments  in  their  support.  Great 
Britain  seems  to  be  kept  almost  out  of  sight,  as 
having  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  causes  of 
the  war;  and  if  this  had  beeu  the  real  design  of 
gentlemen,  they  could  scarcely  have  pursued  a 
course  better  shapen.  If  an  inquiry  is  lo  be  made 
after  the  causes  of  this  war.  it  ought  to  be  this, 
whether  ourselves  or  Great  Britain  are  in  the 
wrong:  but  instead  of  this,  our  own  Government 
is  boldly  charged  Willi  murder. 

Mr.  Shiphakd.— I  wish  to  explain, sir.  I  did  not 
say  that  the  friends  of  the  war  were  murderers. 
I  said  I  would  not  enter  into  the  murderous  pro- 
ject. 

Mr.  BcTLER.— I  believe  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleraau.  If  the  project  is  a  murderous  one,  and 
any  person  falls  in  the  contest,  he  is  murdered: 
the  inquiry  then  is.  who  are  the  murderers? 

The  gentleman  does  not  surely  mean  to  assail 
those  Who  oppoi^ed  the  war ;  he  must  have  referred 
to  our  own  Government,  and  those  that  have  sup- 
ported It.  And  notwithstanding  these  daring 
charges  that  have  been  made  or  intimated— all 
from  the  same  side  of  the  House  where  the  resolu- 
tions originated— you  are  told  in  the  same  breath, 
niat  all  this  IS  to  save  the  reputation  of  your' 
President.  Sir,  can  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  be 
so  mistaken  as  to  the  effects  of  the  course  they 
pursue  ?— but  their  motives  I  shall  not  call  in  ques- 
tion. 

But,  sir,  no  friend  to  our  country  will  doubt, 
no  man  of  sane  mind  can  refuse  his  assent  to  the 
belief,  that  such  arguments  will  tend  directly  to 
increase  party  spirit— inflame  the  public  mind— 
create  distrust  in  the  Goveruiuenl— prepare  the 
people  for  civil  commotion,  with  all  its  concomi- 
tant evils— strengthen  the  hands  of  our  enemies 
and  weaken  the  arras  of  our  own  Government.' 
These  are  some  of  the  natural  coosequences  of 


such  arguments,  as  have  been  advanced   in  fa- 
vor of  your  resolutions,  so  far  as  they  gain  credit. 
In  the  course  of  this  debate,  you   have  been 
told   of  the   forbearance  and  benevolence  of  the 
British  in   their  conduct  towards   our   country 
since  the  commencement  of  the   present    war! 
Sir,  if  you  will  turn  your  thoughts  and  eyes  upon 
those  lonely  chimneys  of  private  liouses,  so  recent- 
ly burnt   that   the  bricks  are  scarcely  cold,  and 
take  into  view   the  slaughtered,  defenceless  wo- 
men  and  children,  together  with  the  plundering 
of  private  property,  both  by  themselves  and  spies 
;  on  the  Atlantic  and  Western  frontier,  these  facts 
will  afford  but  liitle  evidence  of  their  humanity 
justice,  or  even  honorable  warfare, 
I      According  to  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen, 
I  of  very  high  standing  in  our  country,  the  moral 
I  complexion  of  the  British  Government  has  been 
I  strangely  changed  for  the  better  within  thirty  or 
forty  years  past.    Our  fathers,  then,  with  Geobge 
Washi.nqton  at  their  head,  considered  that  Gov- 
ernment  as   totally  depraved,   as  destitute  of  all 
political  honesty,  as  altogether  unfit  to  govern  any 
people,  and  much  less  to  be  admired  as  freemen. 
Look  at  your  Declaration  of  Independence;  exam- 
ine your  ancient  record  ;  and  there  you  will  see 
the  political  character  of  that  Government  por- 
trayed in  true  colors.     And  let  me  ask.  when  was 
that  Government  regenerated  ?    When  have  they 
become    better?     They    have  stolen  many,  and 
murdered  others,  that  you  were  bound  to  protect; 
and  by  the  hand  of  savages,  with  the  tomahawk 
and   scalping-knife,  they   have  slaughtered  your 
defenceless  men,  women,  and  children,  in  timeof 
peace.     There  is  no  crime  of  which  she  is  not 
guilty.     She   can  smile   in  your  face,  and  with 
words  smoother  than  oil,  when  she  has  caught 
your  eye  with  her  own,  aim  a  dagger  at  your 
heart.  ■' 

To  that  Government,  to  that  sink  of  all  politi- 
cal, as  well  as  moral  depravity,  may  be  traced  all 
the  causes  of  this  war.  Evidence  for  many  years 
past  has  been  given  by  that  Government  of  inten- 
tions lo  eflecl  that  by  art  and  corruption  which 
she  could  not  accomplish  by  her  arms. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  paid  particular  attention 
lo  the  correspondence  of  that  Government  with 
our  own,  fur  several  years  past;  and  leel  fully- 
persuaded  that  that  Government  has  assumed  to 
Itself  principles  and  rights,  which,  if  suffered  to 
grow  into  national  law,  would  leave  us  in  no  bet- 
ter circumsiances  thau  colonies  to  that  Power. 

I  am  not  insensible  that  many  sentences  and 
much  of  the  reasoning  appears  to  be  inconsistent 
with  itself,  so  much  so,  that  even  on  this  floor  it 
seems  not  to  be  understood  by  all:  but  as  all  that 
rubbish  was  only  designed  to  employ  the  ignorant 
and  give  better  success  to  secret  emissaries  in  de-' 
ceiving  the  people  of  this  country;  it  becomes 
you  to  remove  the  whole  of  it.  and  look  at  the 
essence  of  all  sJie  has  said,  naked  and  uncovered. 

She  tells  you  that  no  arrangement  can  be  made 
to  prevent  your  seamen  from  impressment. 

She  does  not  say  that  she  will;  but  says  noth- 
ing can  be  done  to  prevent  it ;  and  has  coutinued 
the  practice  of  stealing  them  for  more  than  twea- 
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ty  year>.     Sir.  ia   relation   to   tliis  subject,  that    however  great.     That  you  could  not   be  kicked 


t Government  has  treated  you  in  the 
that  an  old  bully  would  the  honest  ? 
tended  for  abuse.  According  to  the  li 
ilthe  man  si 
|lL*an  in  any 
VI 0  put  thft 


sower. 


same  manner 

simpleton   in- 

g  to  tfie  law  of  Moses, 

tealer  was  to  be  put    to  death:   if  war 

y  case  be  justified,  it  may  be  your  duty 

"  law  in  eiecutioQ  so  far  as  you  have 


*f  .  'r^*^  government  has  not  only  assumed  the 
wight  to  ^pply  her  navy  with  your  seamen,  when- 
^v;er  it  rnay  suit  her  convenience,  and  they  can 
^  found  jwiihin  her  power  ;  but  she  has  also  as- 

■  ginned  ths  right  to  govern  your  commerce  on  the 

.  |iigh  seai,   in   the  same  manner  as   though  you 

"^yrere  a  colony  of  that  Kingdom. 

n    Sir,  what  is  the  language  of  that  Government 
;  )n  this  subject?     It  is  this:    You  may  trade  in 
:  iny  place   where  our  merchandise  can  be  sold; 
md  nowhere  else.     This,  sir,  is  the  substance  of 
l11  the  lengthy,  tedious,  labored  communications 
'f  that  Government  to  ours,    fojr    several    years 
last,  on  the  subject  of  commerce.     And  although 
hv'  has  for  several  years  been  practising  this  sys- 
etji  of  rapine  and  piracy,  yet  we  are  whiningly 
;  jld  she  means  no  such  thing. 

The  causes  of  this  are  too  apparent  not  to  be 
?en:  but  it  affords  no  matter  of  surprise,  that 
|ou  should  be  told  that  this  war  is  unnecessary 
Ind  unjust,  by  gentlemen  who  are  searching  for 
Is  causes  in  the  Government  of  France  or  that 
If  the  United  States,  where  they  never  will  be 
mnd.  Let  them  turn  their  eyes  to  the  British 
jJovernaient ;  let  them  examine  the  conduct  of 
Mjer  Ministry  ;  they  will  then  see  that  you  have 
'1 1  ju.^ii  cause  for  this  war.  as  there  ever  was  for 
p  ly  upon  earth. 

^ir.after  having  heard  so  many  charges  brought 
f  jainst  o<]r  own  Government,  it  may  not  be  iin- 
jfoper  to  inquire  whether  individuals  in  our  coun- 
try may  not  be,  in  one  degree,  chargeable  with 
.jie  consequences  of  this  war.     And  in  order  to 
ifis,  I  will  call  your  attention  to  two  or  three  no- 
wrious  Ia.;t5.     Near  the  commencement  of  that 
Hongress.  who  afterwards  declared  war  to  exist. 
Mnunber  of  resolutions  were  introduced,  author- 
k^ng    preparations    for    war.     Those  resolutions 
tl'-dre  adopted  almnst  unanimously  by  this  House. 
5  !ie  opinion  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  President 
f,    re  also  known.     The  faith  of  this  Government 
V.  IS  now  pledged  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  j 
t  e,:t    Britain    unless    she    should    abandon    the  I 
#  jund  she  has  taken,  before  we  were  prepared  to  i 
/  i'ist  her.     This  ought  to  have  put  all  contention  I 
lyrist;  the  benefits  that  would  result  to  our  coun-  | 
^l'  Irom  union,  must  be  obvious  to  all.  | 

jlBut  here,  sir,  you  tind  yourself  in  open  view  of  ' 
i^fcduct  long  to  be  lamented— conduct  that  must  I 
kp(;le  emotions  of  shame,  grief,  and  anger.    You  ' 
^vre  told  10  your  face,  that  there  was  no  sinceri- 
ty in  your  words  and  acts;  that  all  was  meant  ' 
iu  >y  to  deceive,  delude,  and    scare.      That    the  ' 
\  itish  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  our  own  country 
P  thing  to  hope,  from  those  in  power.     That  you 
h^  not  the  least  intention  to  declare  war.     That  j 
\^  ^^'^  become  too  tame  to  resent  any  injury  | 


into  a  war. 
[  Sentiments  like  these  were  uttered  in  the  pres- 
I  ence  of  the  British  Minister;  in  the  face  of  the 
nation  ;  the  same  was  soon  heard  in  the  hall  of 
the  British  Parliament.  Letters  were  sent  by 
members  of  your  own  body,  to  many  parts  of  our 
own  country,  disseminating  the  same  sentiments. 
Many  editors  were  also  engaged  m  the  same 
work. 

No  exertions  were  wanting.     Every  nerve  was 
strained  to  divide  the  people,  increase  party  spirit 
and  prepare   all  for  disappointment — to  persuade 
Great  Britain  to  believe  that  you  had  become  too 
•enseless  to  know  your  rights,  and  too  divided  to 
defend  them.     That  this  was  the  course  pursued 
by  many,  for  three  or  four  months  before  the  de- 
claration of  war,  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied  by 
any  one  in  his  right  mind;  and   the  individuals 
engag.'d    in   this   work,  are  also    well  known   in 
every   part  of  our  country.     Sir,  you  will  now 
permit  me  to  ask  you  one  or  two  questions.     Do 
you  not  believe  that  the  conduct  just  mentioned 
was  an  encouragement  to  Great  Britain  to  persist 
in  her  aggressions  on  your  rights  ?     Do  you  be- 
lieve that  Great  Britain    would    have  continued 
trampling  on  your  rights  if  our  country  had  been 
united  to  a  man  in  the  support  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment?    Would  she   have  risked   a  war  with 
this   country    under    such  circumstances  ?     She 
would  not.     And  for  the  correctness  of  this  an- 
swer, I  appeal  to  the  conscience  of  every  member 
of  this  House. 

Sir,  as  but  one  answer  can  be  given  to  ques- 
tions so  plain,  it  is  left  with  you  and  the  nation 
to  decide  who  in  our  own  country  ought   to  be 
considered  as  responsible  for  the  consequences  of 
which  you  are  engaged. 

some  of  my  reasons  for  voting 
against  the  resolutions  before  you.  and  some  o[ 
the  objections  I  have  against  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced in  their  favor.  I  shall  now  submit  to  your 
decision,  whatever  it  mav  be,  when  I  have  placed 
my  name  where  it  will  forever  be  pleasing  to 
have  it  standing.  Neither  am  I  troubled  at^the 
thoughts  of  being  in  a  minority;  for.  sir,  I  would 
give  my  vote  in  the  negative,  did  I  know  it  would 
stand  entirely  alone. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
second  resolution,  as  originally  proposed,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  137.  nays  29,  as 
follows : 


the  war  in 
I  have   stated 


Yka»— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Averv,  Baylie»  of 
Matsachuaettij,  Beall,  Benson,  Bigelow,  Bowoo,  Bow- 
era,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridffe,  Brigham, 
Burwell,  Calhoun,  Capcrton,  Champion,  Chappeli, 
Chevea,  Cilley,  Comatock,  Cundict,  Coo|)er,  Cox,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  ol  .Ma«- 
sachiiaetU,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dewey,  Duvali, 
Earle,  Ely,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ganton.  Ceddes,  Glonin- 
ger,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Gros- 
venor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Hanson.  Harris,  Hawes.  Hopkins 
of  New  York.  Howell,  Hubbard,  Hufty,  Humphrevs, 
Hungerford,  lugersoll,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  R.  Island, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kenne<jy,  Kent  of  N.  York,  Kent 
of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  KUbourn,  King  of  Maasachusetts. 
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Kiagof  N.Carolina.  Leftrts.Lvwia.Lovett.Lowndet,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Condict.  Cooper.  Cox.  Creighton, 
Lyle,  Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Mil-  j  Culpeper,  Davenport.  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davu 
ler.  Moffitt,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  of  Pennfylvania,  Dewey,  Duvali,  Earle,  Ely,  Forney, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens.  Piper.  Pitkin,  PleasanU.  Franklin.  Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed.  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Penn-  '  din,  Griffin.  Grosvenor.  Grundy,  Hale,  Hanaon,  Har- 


ris, Hawes,  Hopkins  of  New  York,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys.  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York.  Kerr.  King  of  Masaachusetu,  King  of  N.  Caro- 
lina, Lefferts,  Lovett.  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .Macon,  .Markell, 
McCoy,  .McKee.  McLean.  Miller.  Moffit,  Moore,  M< 


syUania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold 
Robertson.  Ruggles.  Srhureman,  Seybrrt,  Wharp,  JShef- 
fey,  Sherwood.  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  .\.  Hamp- 
shire. Smith  of  New  Vork,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Sturges.     Taggart,    Tallmadge,     Tannehill,     Tajlor, 

Thompson,  Troup.  Vote.  Ward  of  Massach'ts.  Ward  ley,  NeUon,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
of  .\.  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  While,  Whitehiil,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin.  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John 
W'ilcox.  Wilson  of  Massachusetu,  Wilson  of  Pennsjl-  Reed,  William  Reed.  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
^ania,  Winter.  Wood.  Wnght,  and   Yancey.  Tennessee,  Rich,   Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rug- 

Nats — Messrs.  .\lston,  Anderson,  Bard,  Barnett.  gles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Brown.  Butler.  Caldwell,  Clark.  Clopton,  Conard,  Shipberd,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New 
Dawson.  Denoyelles.  Desha,  Evans,  Findley.  Fisk  of  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stan- 
N«w  York,  Gholson.  Glasgow,  Hyneman,  Irwin,  Ker-  ford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
•haw.  McKim,  Montgomery,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Roane,  .       —     -       — 

Savage,  Sevier,  and  Telfair. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
third  resolution,  as  originally  proposed,  and  was 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  134,  nays  30,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Avery,  Baylies 
of  Maasach'ts,  Brail,  Benson.  Bigelow.  Bowen,  Bow- 
ers, Boyd.  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenndge.  Brigham, 
Burwell,  Caperton.  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell. 
Cheves,  CUley,  Comstock,  Condict.  Cooper.  Cox, 
Creighton.  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachu- 
■elts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dewey,  Duvali,  Earle, 
Ely,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston.  Geddcs,  Gloninger, 
Goldsl>orough,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  tJrosvenor, 
Grundy,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  .N.  York, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Hufty,  Humphreys.  Hungerford, 
Ingersoll.  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode   Island,  Jackson 


madge,  Taylor,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetta, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Whilehill,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 
Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard,  Barnett, 
Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Clark,  Cloplon,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Evans,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gholaon.  Glasgow,  Hyneman, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  .McKiin,  Mont- 
gomery, Ormsby,  Parker,  Roane,  Sage,  Sener,  Skin- 
ner. Tannehill,  and  Telfair. 

The  fifth  resolution  being  amended  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "  President,"  the  words  •'  unless 
the  public  interest  should  forbid  such  a  disclo- 
sure,'' the  question  was  taken  to  agree  to  that  res- 
olution, with  the  said  amendment,  and  also  parsed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  93,  nays  68, as  follows: 

Ykas — .Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massach'ts,  Beall,  Benson, 


of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  N.  York,  Kent  of  Ma-  Bigelow,  Bowers,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenndge,  Bng 

ryland.  Kerr.   Kilbourn.  King  of  Massachusetts,   King  ham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Calhoun,   Champion,  Chap- 

of  North  Carolina,  Lefl'erts.   Lewu.   Lovett,  Lowndes,  pell,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper, 

Lyle,  Macon,  .Markell,  McCoy,  .McKee,  McLean,  Mil-  Davenport,  Davis  of  MassachuselU,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaa- 

ler,  Moffitt.  Moore,  .Moseley,  Nelson.  .Newton.  Oakley,  ton,  Geddes.  Gloninger,  Goldsborough, Goodwyn.Gour- 

Pearaon,  Pickering.  Pickens,  Piper.  Pitkin.  Pleaaants,  din,  Grosvener,  Grundy,  Hale,  Hall.  Hanson,  Hopkina 

Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Penn-  of  New  York,  Hnwell,  Hubbard,  Hungerford,  Inger- 

sylvania.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich.  Ridgely.  Ringgold,  soil,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Inland,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 

RoberUon.  Ruggles,  Schuremin.  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shef-  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of 

fey,  Sherwood,  Shipberd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  N.  Hamp-  Ma.ssachusett8,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lovett, 

shire.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stan-  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .Macon.  Markell,  McCoy,  .Miller,  .Mose- 

ford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall-  ley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens.  Post,  Potter, 

madge.  Tannehill,  'i'aylor,  Thompson,  Troup,    Vose.  John  Reed.  Win.  Reed.  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Ridgely, 

W  ard  of  MassacbusetLs,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web-  Ringgold,  Ruggles,    Schureman,  Sheffey,    Sherwood, 

ster,   Wheaton,  White,  Whilehill,  Wdcox,  Wilson  of  Shipberd,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  oi  New 

Mass.icbuselts,  Wdson  of  Pennsylv'a,  Winter,  Wood,  York,  Stockton,  Stuart.  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Taylor, 

Wright,  and  Yancey.  Thompson,  Vose.    Ward  of   Massachusetts,   Ward  of 

Nais  — .Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson.  Bard,  Barnett.  ^^^  Jersey,   Webster.   Wheaton.  White.    Whitehill, 

Brown,    BuUer,    Caldwell,    Clark,    Clopton,    Conard.  .V^''/^'^''    ^''fo"   o*"   MassachuselU,    Winter,    Wood, 
Crawford,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Evans,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gholaon,  Glasgow,  Hyneman, 
Irwin,  Kershaw.  McKim,  .Montgomery,  Ormsby,  Par- 
ker, Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  and  Telfair. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
fourth  resolution,  as  originally  proposed,  and  also 
passed  m  the  affirmative — yeas  I2b.  nays  34.  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  .\lexander,  .\rcher,  Avery.  Bavlies 
of  Massachusetts,    Beall,    Benson,  Bigelow,    Bowen, 


Wright,  and  \  ancey. 

Nais — .Messrs.  .Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery.  Bard,  BarneU,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler. 
Caldwell,  Clark.  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton.  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  De- 
noyelles, Desha,  Duvali,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Griffin,  Harris,  Hawes,  Humphreys.  Hyneman,  Ing- 
ham, Irwin.  Kennedy,  Keri-haw,  Kilbourn,  Lefferts, 
.McKee,  .McKim,  Montgomery,  .Moore,  .Murfree,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea 


Bowers,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenndge,  Brig-  I  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sey- 
ham.  Burwell,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cheves,  I  bert.  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
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V,r|pm.  Sunfor.1.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Tclfiiir,  Troup,    amended,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead    bv  th* 


Mid  Wiifion  of  Pennsylvania 

Mr.  Webster,  and  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 

J  were  appointed  a  commiitee  to  present  the  said 
resolutir/us  to  ttie  President  of  the  United  State*. 
''.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee. 
»  Hesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  b>'  requested  to  transmit  to  this  House  cop- 
e»  of  a  Declaration  and  Orders  in  Council  of  the 
j|BrUish  Government,  of  the  21st  of  April,  1812, 
^i4nd  of  n  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Castlereagh, 
*^^ing  the  same  pa|)ers  alluded  to  in  a  letter  from 
iHr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  26th 
*jof  April.  1812. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
heat to  the  President  the  resolution*  herein  before 
mentioned,  do  also   present    the   last   resolution 
•  iforesaid  to  the  President. 

.     '  NORTHWESTERN  FRONTIER. 

;'     Mr.  KiLBODRN  offered  for   consideration   the 
:',  bllowing  resolution : 

Jleaolvrd,  That  a  oimmittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
.   trhethcr  <ny,  and  if  any  what,  provision  ought  to  be  I 

TJi.dc  for  ihe  more  ell'ectual  and  economical  protection 
:,  if  the  Northwejitern  frontier  against  the  incursions  of  ! 
•■  (avages  and  other  enemieu,  by  granting  donations  of 
-.^  and  to  a.tual  settlers  on  land  adjoining  the  Northern 
•^  inJ  Western  boundary  of  the  Suie  of  Ohio,  and  o<  the 

ferritoriea  of  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

3  Mr.  V\iK  moved  to  amend  the  resolutioa,  so  as  I 

*o  refer  [he  subject  to  the  Military  Committee;  I 
•When  (ii   being  late)  a  motion  was  made  to  ad- 


addition  of  Missouri  to  the  other  Territories'  was 
agreed  to — 75  to  50. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the   House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  sev- 
eral bills  for  laying  direct  and  internal  taxes  ;  and 
;  on  his  suggestion,  the  bill  for  assessing  and  lay' 
!  ing  a  direct  tax  was  first  taken  up.     He  explained 
j  the  provisionsof  the  bill,  and  expressed  hii  regret 
^  at  the  necessity  which  had  devolved  this  duty  on 

,  him,  viz;  the  indisposition  of  the  chairman  fMr 
j  Eppes.)  '^ 

I  Considerable  discussion  arose  on  amendments 
proposed  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  respecting  the 
arrangement  of  the  districts,  dec. 

The  Committee  rose  at  the  usual  hour  of 
adjournment,  reported  progress  on  the  bill,  and 
ob(atned  leave  to  sit  again. 


; 


oyrn,  and  carried — 51  to  46. 


Thursday.  June  22. 


Wednesday,  June  23." 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  ".^n  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press in>urreclions,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes 
in    which  -^         •     •         , 

House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred   to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Troup,  from   the  Committee  on   Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  better   regulation  of  the 
ordnance;"  which  was  read   twice,  and  commit- 


this 


Aoothor  member,  to  wu:    William  M.  Rich-  ^^'^  '°  *  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Moudav 


Rpso.N,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat. 

Mr.  MiLLKR  presented  a  petition  of  Theonhilus 

tarbarick  and  sundry  inhabitants   of  Herkimer 

|junty,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that 

le  said   Barbarick  may  receive  a  support  from 

;ie  public,  in  consideration  of  four  of  his  sons 

id  three  of  his  sons-in-law  having  enlisted  as 

Miers  in  the  Army;   which   was  ordered  to  be 

ferred  t..  a  select  committee.— Mr.  Miller,  Mr. 

AYLOR.  and  Mr,  Ski.nner,  were  appointed   the 

'id  committee 


next. 

Mr.  Trolp.  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  in  addition 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force  ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  oa 
Monday  next. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee ol  the  Whole,  on  the  several  bills  lavme 
taxes.  '     * 

The  direct  tax  bill  was  further  discussed  and 
amended. 

The  question   which  excited   most  discussion 


Mr.  Thoup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 

[ffdirs.  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  .  ...w.^  u.^vussiuii 

i><nited  tune,  certain   acts,  authoriziug   corps  of    ^.^^  *  P'^opos't'OQ  lo  strike  out  the  apportionment 

*|Q^ers,  a.id  for  tlie  protection  of  the  frontier  of    ol  the  dirert  fa»P<  ain„nr,  th..  „„ 1    

|»e  United  States,  and  making  appropriations  for 

|ie,sanie;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 

H  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

An  engrossed  biU  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew 

the  sloop  of  war  Hornet  was  read  the  third 

in?,  and  passed. 

The  House  resiimed  the  consideration  of  the 
[solution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  Kilbourn,  for 
l^j'poiniinga  cumijuttee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
.!  eticy  of  providing  for  i  more  efficient  and  eco- 
J;  .>niical  defence  at  the  Northwestern  frontier,  by 
•-•anliQg  donations  of  land  to  actual  settlers  ad- 
iiiiDg  that  frontier.    The  resolution  having  boeu 

I 


ot  the  direct  taxes  among  the  several  counties  ia 
the  Slates,  as  fixed  by  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  the 
appointment  of  assessors  for  the  purpose  of  sucU 
apportionment  in  each  State.  The  Committee 
rose  without  deciding  on  the  proposition. 

!  CONTESTED    ELECTION. 

Mr.  Fi8K  of  New  York  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolutions: 

Kuolved,  'i'hat  the  Committee  of  Electiona  be  in- 
truded lo  inquire  whether  John  M.  Bower-,  returned 
aa  a  member  from  the  State  of  New  York,  u  entitfed 
to  a  seat  in  thi»  Houae. 

Resolved,   That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 
;  to  iniiuire  whether  Isaac  WiUiama,  jr.,  i«  not  entiUed 
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to  a  aeal  in  this  House  in  the  place  of  (aid  John  M. 
Bowers. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  before  him,  and  would  sab- 
mil  with  the  resolution,  a  certified   copy  of  the 
return  of  votes  given  in  at  the  late  election  in  the 
15th  district  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  by  which 
it  appears  that  John  M.  Bowers  and  Isaac  Wil- 
liams, jr.  were  the  two  candidates.     The  whole 
number  of  votes  given   in   was  8.917;  of  which 
there  were  for  'Isaac  Williams,  jr."  4,129;   for 
"  Isaac  Williams"  431  ;  for  '-J.  M.  Bowers"  4.287 
votes,  and  for  'J.  Bowers"  seventy.     By  which 
statement  it  appears  that  if  Isaac   William",  jr. 
had  received  the  votes  given  to  Isaac  Williams,  he 
would  have  bad  a  majority  of  203  Tofes  over  Mr. 
Bowers;  even  allowing  to  the  latter  the  votes  to 
have  been  given  for  bin),  in   which  a  part  of  his 
name    was    omitted.     The    canvassers    of   votes 
have  not  judicial  powers,  and  they  gave  a  certifi- 
cate  that  the  highest    number   of  votes  was   for 
such  a  name.     In  the  State  of  New  York,  when 
a  difficulty  of  this  kind   occurred,  although    the 
canvassers  could  not  settle  the  question,  the  Le- 
gislature always  settled   it  on   investigation  ;   be- 
cause the  mode  of  nominating  candidates  in  New 
York  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  the  per- 
son intended  to  be  voted  for.     In  several  towns 
Mr.  F.  named,  as  many  as  9C.  135.  99,  91  votes  had 
been  given  for  Isaac  Williams  and  none  for  Isaac 
Williams,  jr.     It  could   not  be  doubted   that  all 
these  votes  were  intended  for  Isaac  Williams,  jr. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  expressed  his  surprise  at  this 
mode  of  bringing  the  election  in  question  before 
the  House.  If  the  opposing  candidate,  knowing 
the  facts,  had  not  thought  |)roper  to  come  forward 
and  contest  the  election,  he  was  surprised  that 
any  one  else  should.  Mr.  G.  wished  the  resolu- 
tions to  lie  on  the  table  till  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Fi8K  said  he  never  before  had  heard  that 
the  inability  or  neglect  of  any  candidate  to  corae 
forward  and  contest  an  election  in  which  he  was 
concerned,  precluded  any  member  of  this  House 
from  doing  it.  Mr.  F.  had  no  particular  objec- 
tion to  the  resolutions  lying  ou  the  table  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  GRoavENOR  said  that  he  had  always  con- 
sidered it  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  the  title 
of  each  member  to  a  seat  in  the  House;  bathe 
believed  there  was  no  example  of  this  House  en- 
tering of  iis  own  accord,  without  petition  or  re- 
monstrance, into  a  scrutiny  whether  or  not  the 
sitting  member  had  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
He  would  not  at  this  moment  enter  into  a  detail 
of  the  consequences  which  would  certainly  re- 
sult from  such  a  course  as  that  proposed  to  be 
pursued. 

Mr.  Pitkin  and  Mr.  Hopkins  opposed  the  re- 
solve, on  account  of  the  novelty  of  the  course 
and  Mr.  Nelson  took  the  opposite  side. 

.Mr.  FisK  said  that  the  novelty  of  the  course 
was  no  argument  against  it.  He  had  produced 
evidence  to  support  the  motion  ;  and  he  did  not 
see  why  it  should  not  be  allowed  the  same  force 
as  if  presented  by  a  petitioner. 


The  motion  to  lay  the  resolres  on  the  ttble 
was  negatived,  82  to 80. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  rose  to  propose  an  amendment. 
He  said,  by  the  laws  of  New  York,  it  was  required 
thai  the  inspectors  of  the  polls  should  not  "open 
the  boxes  until  the  close  of  the  poll  on  the  third 
day.  He  had  seen  an  affidavit,  that,  at  one  of  the 
elections  in  a  Congressional  district,  the  polls  had 
been  opened  on  the  .-second  day,  giving  a  full  op- 
portunity for  fraud,  though  he  could  not  say  that 
the  opportunity  had  been  seized  by  either  jwirty. 
The  affidavits  he  would  take  upon  himself  to  fur- 
nish to  the  Committee  of  Elections  as  the  foun- 
dation of  this  motion.  If  this  procedure  should 
be  illegal,  it  would  affect  the  election  of  the  gen- 
tleman returned  from  that  district.  He  was  un- 
friendly to  the  present  mode  of  proceeding;  but 
if  commenced,  it  ought  to  extend  to  all  cases. 
He,  therefore,  moved  to  insert  in  the  first  resolve, 
after  "John  M.  Bowers."  the  names  of  John  Lef- 
ferts  and  Ebenezer  Sage. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  on  this 
subject  between  Messrs  Pitkin,  Fiaic,  and  Gros- 
venor  as  to  the  similarity  of  the  two  cases,  dkc. 

Mr.  Pitkin  again  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table  ;  which  was  supported  by  Mr.  Gas- 
ton and  opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea. 

The  motion  prevailed.  78  to  77. 


Thursday,  June  24. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  tax  bills. 

The  direct  tax  bill  being  still  under  considera- 
tion, considerable  further  discussion  look  place 
thereon  ;  but  the  Committee  rose  without  havinT 
gone  through  it,  and  had  leave  to  sit  a^ain. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pickens  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  said  bill,  and  recommit 
it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  PisK  of  New  York  called  up  the  resolu- 
tions he  yesterday  submitted,  directing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  to  inquire  into  the  title  of  xMr. 
Bowers,  of  New  York,  to  his  seal  in  this  House. 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  motion  indefinitely. 

On  this  motion  a  discussion  took  place,  io 
which  Messrs.  Grosvenor,  Shipherd,  Benson, 
Pitkin,  and  Gaston  advocated  the  postpone- 
ment, and  Messrs.  Fist.  Alston,  and  Bdrwell 
opposed  It. 

The  principal,  nay,  the  only  point  really  in 
controversy  on  this  discussion  was,  whether  it 
ought  to  be  permitted  to  any  member,  on  his  own 
mere  motion,  to  institute  inquiries  into  the  validity 
of  the  titles  of  other  members  to  their  seats.  On 
the  one  hand,  it  was  contended  that  such  a  course 
was  contrary  to  all  precedent  ;  that  it  would 
prove  vexatious  to  the  sitting  members,  whose 
elections  ought  to  be  presumed  unquestionable, 
until  questioned  by  petition,  on  which  foundatiou 
alone  ought  inquiry  to  be  instituted;  that  a  con- 
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t  tiary  course  would  opeu  wide  the  door  to  impo- 
lUioD  and  fraud.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  coa- 
tpnded  tnat  it  was  not  only  the  right,  but  the  duty 
■^of  every  member  to  inquire  into  and  contest  the 
'jTjilidiiy  of  any  election  of  which  he  has  a  cause 
Ito  duubt ;  that  the  inability,  apathy,  or  sickness  of 
^a-i  unsuccessful  candidate,  ought  not  to  be  sulTer- 
rJed  to  preclude  inquiry  into  an  election,  on  ihe 
,|face  of  which  it  wa-.  at  least  (iue>tionable  whether 
ilo-,,  not  il  was  legal.  Mr.  Gaston,  who  advocated 
^yhje  postponement,  aJniitied  the  competency  of 
J^ai^y  member,  or  of  the  House,  to  institute  an  in- 
quiry in  this  case,  but  contended  that  il  was  in- 
Lxpedient  to  resort  to  it,  unless  lo  extreme  cases. 
Sora«-  discussion  also  took  place  relative  to  the 
evidence  and  grounds  on  which  the  motion  for 
inquiry  was  made,  dec. ;  and  other  incidental  re- 
-marks were  made,  not  bearing  on  the  decision  of 
fthe  principle  in  question. 

\  Tne  question  of  indefinite  postponement  was 
■^ivcided  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  motion  6o, 
**agaiust  It  98.  as  follows: 

I  X  iA« — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
^fcigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridgc,  Bngham, 
't'iperton.  Champion,  CilJey,  Cooper,  Cot,  Davenport, 
'  »04vu  of  Msssarhusetti,  Dewey,  Durall,  Ely,  Gaston, 
I  Gcddes,  (Joldsborough,  Grosvenor,  H;iir^,  Hopkins  of 
•    New  YoHc,    Howell,  Huftj,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 

V  Kent  of  .New  York.  Kin^  of  Massachusettj,  Lewis, 
»  Karkell,  .Miller,  .Motfitt,  .Montgomery,  .Moseley,  Lov- 
t.  ett,  NeUon,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickerinjf,  Pitkin,  Post, 
t   Potter,  J.»hn  Reed.    Wiliium  R^ed,    Kiil^^ely,   RuRgles, 

EkburemuD,  Shertey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of 
'  New  York,  Stockton,  Sturges.  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
:  rUompson,  Vosc,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
^fWheaton,  White,  VVUcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts, 
;M'inler,  an  J  Wood. 

.Nats—  .Messrs.  .Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 

rr..  Avery.  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brad- 
.  lev.  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
',  >e|l,  Cheves,  Clark,  Ciopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Co- 
^  irrd,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Penn., 
i  Df-noyelles,  Desha,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
f  Vc^rmont,  Fisk  of  .New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
(  in,  Gbols<in.   Glasgow,    Goodwyn,  Gouidin,   (iriffin, 

V  jrrundy.  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
i]  riyneman.  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
J  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr.  Kershaw,  Kilboum, 
)|  Cpng  of  .North  Carolina,  LeflerU,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
[,  AcCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree, 
'  <fewton,  Urmsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piprr,  Pleasants, 
^eaof  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennest>oe,  Rich,  Rich- 
■^irdson,  Ringgold,  Roane,  RoberU,  Robertson,  Sevier, 
ij^/bert,  Sliarp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn.,  Smith  of 
{jTifginia,  Sunford,  Stuart,  Tannehdl,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Iffroup,  Ward  of  >ew  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
j.lPennsylvania,  Wright  and  Yancey. 

;J  A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
;.lhe  table,  and  negatived. 

\$  The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  GRoa- 
rirEHOR's  motion,  to  incorporate  the  names  of  John 
lJU'fferts  and  Ebenezer  Sage,  and  decided  in  the 
;*iegative.— For  the  amendmeDt  70,  against  it  84, 

^  follows : 
Ybar — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,   Benson, 
||Bigelow,   Bowen,  Boyd.  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brecken- 
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I  fidge,   Brigbam,   Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark, 
J  wpooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,   Davia  of  Massa- 


chuaetu,  Dewey,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fiii4fey,  Oaaloii,  Ged- 
des,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hopkina 
of  New  York,  Howell,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Ii>land,Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Maspachusotts,  Lewis,  Lovett 
.Markell,  McKee,  .Miller,  Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Oakley] 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Srhureman,  Seybert,  Shefley, 
Sberwoo<l,  Shipherd,  Skmner,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge, Thompson,  Voae,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
V\'ebster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Brown,  Burweli,  But- 
ler, Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Ciopton,  Comstock, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Davis  of  PennsyUania,  Deooyelles, 
Debba,  Duvall,  Evans,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  (Joodwyn,Gour- 
din.  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwm,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn,  Kiug  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes, 
Lyie,  .McCoy,  MrKim,  McLean,  Moi)re,  Murfree.  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Picking,  Piper,  Pleas- 
anU,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Richardson,  Ringgold,  Roane,  RoberU,  Robertson,  Se- 
vier, Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Whitehill,  Wilaon  of  Penn.,  Winter,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  first  reso- 
lution, as  follows : 

"Resolved,  Thattha  Committee  of  Elections  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  John  M.  Bowers,  a  sitting 
member  from  the  State  of  New  York,  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House." 

Mr.  Benson  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  adding  thereto,  words  to  the  following 
effect:   "and,  that   the  committee   be  instructed 

•  not   to  suffer  any  person  lo  appear  before  them, 

•  as  entitled  to  question  said  election,  but  Isaac 
'  Williams,  junior,  in  person,  or  by  his  agent,  duly 

•  constituted."     This  motion  was  negatived  with- 
out a  division. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  first  reso- 
lution was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  91. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  tfie  second 
resolution,  in  the  following  words: 

"  Retohed,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  whether  Isaac  Williams,  junior,  be  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat  m  this  House,  instead  of  said  John  M. 
Bowers." 

Mr.  Bradley  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  make  the  inquiry  '•  whether  any,  and  if 
any  what,  person  is  entitled  to  toe  seat  now  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Bowers." 

This  modification  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Fiac,  as 
part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  GAaTOM  opposed  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lution as  unnecessary  and  irregular  ;  as  being  too 
much  like  advtrtUing  for  some  person  to  claim 
the  seal  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Bowers. 

To  this,  Mr.  Alston  replied  that  the  course 
was  regular,  and  was  the  practice  of  every  day  in 
cases  of  contested  elections. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  second  res- 
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olution  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  Mr.  Troup,  from   the  Committee  on  Military 
89  nays  66  as  follows:                                                 |  Affairs,  reported  a  bill,  freeing  from   postage  all 

\  CAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  .\Uton,  Anderson,  Arch-  letters  and  packets   to  and  from  the  Superinteod- 

cr,  Avery.  Burd,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,   Bowen.  Brad-  ent   General  of  Military    Supplies;    which   was 

ley  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell  Calhoun,  Chap-  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 

pell,   Chevea.   Ciopton,   Comstock,    Condict,    Conard,  the  thir  '                    " 
Crawford,  Creighton,   Davis  of  Pennsylvania,   Deno- 


yelles,  Desha,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Goodwin,  Gourdin,  Griflin,  Grundy,  Hall.  Harris, 
Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irwin  Jack»on  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kiibourn,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Newton,  Parker,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennensee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
W' right,  and  Yancey. 

Nais — .Messrs.  Baylies  of  MaasachusetU,  Benson, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Bngham, 
Caperton,  Champion,  Cdley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cul- 
peper, Davenport,  Davis  of  MassacbusetU,  Dewey, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Gaston,  Goldsboroogh,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hopkins  of  New  York,  Howell,  Hufty,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachu- 
setu,  Lewis,  Lovett,  .McKee,  Mdler,  .Moffit,  Markell, 
Nelson,  Uakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  PolUr,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  Sbetfey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith 
of  New  York,  SUnford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maa- 
sachusetU, Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 


Friday,  June  25. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  infirm,  di.sabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  late  and  of  the  present  army  of  the 
United  States,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Dawson  reported  a  bill  to  improve  the 
ground  around  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington;   twice  read  and  committed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  several  tax  bills. 
Further  discussion  took  place  on  the  details  of 
the  direct  tax  bill.  The  discussion  to-day  prin- 
cipally involved  the  question  of  the  mode  of  ap- 
portioning the  direct  tax:  whether,  as  proposed 
by  the  bill,  the  amount  of  direct  tax  to  be  paid  by 
each  county  should  be  arbitrarily  fixed,  or  whe- 
ther the  operation  of  the  system  should  be  delay- 
ed by  a  new  valuation  and  assessment,  which 
would  apportion  the  taxes  more  equitably.  An 
amendment  going  to  change  this  feature  of  the 
bill  was  proposed,  discussed,  and  negatived. 

The  Committee  rose  at  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment, and  the  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  26. 
Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Kentucky,  Sam- 
CEL  Hopkins  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


d  time  today. 

Mr.  McKi.M,  after  stating  two  cases  of  severe 
wounds,  by  the  bursting  of  a  cannon  on  board  a 
private  armed  vessel,  for  which  cases  the  existing 
law  provided  no  relief  by  pensions,  as  the  wounds 
were  not  received  in  actual  conflict  with  the  ene- 
my, moved  the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
amendments  are  necessary  to  the  act  regulating  pen- 
sions to  persons  on  board  private  armed  vessels. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for  the  relief  of  in- 
firm, disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  late  and  of  the  present  army  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Humphreys  offered  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution,  the  object  of  which  he  ex- 
plained by  appropriate  remarks;  and  also  stated 
that  It  was  founded  on  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee,  instructing  its  Senators  and 
Representatives  on  this  head  : 
;  Resolitd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
provision  is  necessary  to  be  made  to  enable  the  claim- 
anu  of  land  within  the  Congressional  reservation,  and 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished, 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  lo  re-mark 
the  lines  and  perpetuate  testimony  as  to  the  bounda- 
riea  of  their  respective  tracts ;  and  that  they  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

NAVY  ON  THE  UPPER  LAKES. 
Mr.  Wilson  rose  to  offer  a  resolution  on  the 
subject  of  our  naval  establishment  on  the  Upper 
Lakes,  introductory  to  which  he  submitted  a  few 
explanatory  remarks.     He  believed  it  to  be  usual 
and  proper  to  originate  in  one  of  the  Houses  of 
Congress,  whatever  relates  to  the  establishment, 
augmentation,  preservation,  or  reduction  of  the 
navy.     That  branch  of  it,  said  he,  which  is  des- 
tined exclusively  for  the  interior  waters,  being 
but  recently  commenced   and   still   incomplete, 
would  naturally  seem  to  claim  peculiar  attention. 
In  the  operations  of  a  war  upon  a  line  of  the  ene- 
my, extending  from  Q,uebec  to  Chicago,  more 
than  fifteen    hundred  miles,  by  waters  navigable 
from  his  great  naval  and  military  seaport,  and 
extending  to  the  rendezvous  of  another  enemy 
still  more  formidable  while  possessed  of  such  am- 
ple means  of  protection,  support,  and  supply,  the 
indispensable  im|>ortance  to  us  of  a  naval  force 
is  evident,  and  accordingly  has  been  duly  appre- 
ciated by  all  branches  of  this  Government.     A 
large  sum  has  been  appropriated  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  great  enerjy  has  been  exerted  under  the 
direction   of  the  Executive  to  establish  such  a 
force.     Whatever   imperfections   may    have  ap- 
peared in  the  plan  or  execution,  I  am  persuaded 
are  purely  such  as  are  common  to  all  experi- 
ments. 
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One  tbiag  Mr.  W.  deemed  essentially  necessa- 
ry now  to  be  provided  ;  that  was  a  dock-yard,  or 
a  secure  and   convenient   hirbor  for  the  Winter 
ieason.     Such  a  harbor,  said  he.  is  highly  neces- 
jvary  during  the  Summer  season,  and  would.  I  be- 
lieve, I  early  double  the  eflect  and  usefulness  of 
the  public  shipping  ;  but.  waivingany  remarks  on 
this   point  at  present,  I  do  believe  that,  for  the 
•I  Rtormy  months  in  the  Autumn,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  vessels  through  the  Winter,  and,  above 
all.  to  insure  their  seasonable  operation  the  next 
Spring,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  select  a 
harbor  on  the  .south  shore  of  Lake  Erie;  and  as 
the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle  is  spacious  and  secure, 
and  situated  immediately  upon   the  most   direct 
j  C  and  commodious,  if  not  the  only  practicable  route 
i  ♦  of  the  necessary  communication   with  the  exten- 
di ijive  naval,  military,  and  provision  stores,  which 
\i  raay   be   produced  and   collected  at   Pittsburg,  I 
:{  have  little  doubt  but   that  this,  amongst  all  the 
.  I  harbors  on  the  south  shore,  will  for  the  present  be 
{  \  foHnd  most,  if  not  the  only  one  suitable.     If  I  am 
\    correct  in  this,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  sir,  it 
i     will  then  become  indispensably  necessary  to  cut 
i     a  ship  channel  through  the  sand  bar  which   now 
j  '  impedes  the  entrance  of  this  basin.     For  such  an 
object  there  is  no  existing  provision  by  law,  and 
I     if  it  is  not  commenced  seasonably,  however  ne- 
I     cessary  it  may  be  found,  it  cannot  be  done  this 
I     reason.   Mr.  W.,  after  some  further  remarks,  sub- 
mitted the  followine  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Naval  EsUb- 

Iishmeni  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if 

,    any,  whut  further  provision,   by   law,   in  neceuary   for 

completing,  securing  against  storms  or  enemies,  or  for 

J   .  giving  full:  effect  to  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States 

J   :on  the  L'pper  Lakes,   whether  by  establishing  a  dock- 

?    yard,  sei.rtin)?,  and,  if  necessary,  improving  a  conve- 

■     nient  and  safe  winter  harbor,  or  by  any  other  measure, 

^'  and  to  report  thereon  to  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  ag.iin  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
^(eeof  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  assessment  and 
^£  collection;  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties  ;  and. 


! 


i 


after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  report 
■  ed,  with  several  amendments;  which  were  again 
i  read,  and,  except  one  in  the  thirty-first  section, 
>  concurred  in  by  the  House;  which  said  amend- 
t  ;raent  in  the  thirty-first  section  was  disagreed  to 
j  'by  the  House. 

•  ^  The  bill  was  then  further  amended  at  the 
jiClerk's  table;  when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
jf'MoNTGoMERY  to  strike  out  the  fifteenth  section 
J  fcof  the  said  bill,  as  follows  : 

1 1  8«c.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  immedi- 
i  palely  after  hearing  appeals,  the  principal  assessors  re»- 
jipectively  shall  make  out  lisU  containing  the  sums  pay- 
;  laL>le  according  lo  the  as^essinenU  aforesaid,  and  ac- 
j  cording  t^)  the  provisions  of  this  act,  upon  every  object 
I  of  taxation  within  their  respective  districts,  so  as  lo 
i  raise  upon  each  county  or  State  district  contained  with- 
j  in  the  collection  districU  established  by  this  act,  for 
;j  vhich  the\  are  respectively  appointed,  the  quota  of  the 
j  J  direct  tax  (aid  by  the  United  Stales,  which  shall  have 


U 


been  imposed  on  anrh  connty  or  State  district  by  the 
law  laying  such  direct  tax;  which  lists  shall  contain 
the  name  of  each  person  residing  within  the  collection 
district  liable  to  pay  the  direct  Ux,or  of  the  person  re- 
siding within  the  said  district,  and  having  the  care  or 
superintendence  of  property  lying  within  the  said  dis- 
trict, which  is  liable  to  the  payment  of  said  tax,  where 
such  person  or  persons  are  known,  together  with  the 
sum  payable  by  each  person  or  persons  aforesaid,  on 
account  of  the  said  direct  tax  as  aforesaid.  And  where 
there  is  any  property  within  any  collection  district  lia- 
ble to  the  payment  of  the  direct  tax,  not  owned  or  oc- 
cupied by,  or  under,  the  superintendence  of  any  person 
resident  therein,  there  shall  be  a  separate  list  of  such 
property,  the  sums  payable,  and  the  names  of  the  res- 
pective proprietors,  where  known. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following  new 
sections: 

Sue.  15.    And  be  it  further  enofted.    That    there 

shall   be  appointed  by ,  in  each  State.  Territory, 

and  district,  an  officer,  to  be  styled  the  Supervisor  of 
the  Revenue,  who.  previous  to  his  entering  upon  the 
duties  enjoined  him  by  this  act.  shall  execute  bond  to 

the  United  States,  in  the   penalty  of ,  with  one  or 

more  sureties,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  office  as  specified  in  this  act,  and  shall 
lake  an  oath,  before  some  officer  legally  authorized  to 
administer  the  same,  that  he  will  faithfully  and  impar- 
tially execute  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  and  shall  forth- 
with transmit  to  the  JHecretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  cer- 
tificate of  such  oath,  to  be  by  him   preserved. 

Sic.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sev- 
eral principal  asseaaors,  appointed  under  the  authority 
of  this  act,  shall,  within  ten  days  after  the  expiration 
of  the  lime  allowed  for  taking  appeals,  and  correcting 
the  assessments  coDteiuplated,  by  acliaal  calculation, 
ascertain  the  amount  of  the  value  of  property  assessed 
for  taxation  in  each  county  in  his  collection  district, 
and  shall  make  out,  sign,  and  record,  a  fair  certificate 
thereof,  in  which  he  bhall  specify,  distinctly,  the  amount 
as  aforesaid  in  each  county. 

Sxc.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Su- 
pervisor of  the  Revenue  shall,  within  thirty  days  after 
the  time  allowed  the  principal  as8es8>)rs  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  property  asxessed  for  taxation  in  each 
city  or  county,  demand  and  receive,  from  the  said 
principal  assessors,  respectively,  a  certificate  of  the 
amount  of  the  value  of  property  assessed  for  taxation 
in  each  county  ;  and  shall,  wiihin  ten  days  therealler, 
ascertain,  by  the  principles  of  direct  proportion,  the 
quota  of  each  county  of  any  direct  Ui  imposed  by  any 
law  of  the  United  Sutcs ;  and  shall  also  a.scerUin 
what  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  llie  property  aa< 
sessed  in  each  county  will  give  the  quota  of  the  county  ; 
and  having  ascertained  the  quota  of  each  county,  and 
the  per  centum  necessary  to  make  such  quota,  it  shall 
be  his  duty,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  to  make  out, 
sign,  and  record,  a  fair  certificate  of  the  quota  of  each 
county  in  every  collection  district,  and  the  per  centum 
necessary  to  make  such  quota,  making  as  many  certi- 
ficates as  there  are  collection  districU  in  his  8tal«, 
Territory,  or  district;  one  copy  of  which  certificate,  in 
due  form  certified,  shall,  within  twenty  days,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  principal  assessors,  respectively,  and 
another  within  thirty  day?,  by  the  post,  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Revenue,  in  Washington  City. 

Sec  18.   And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  prin- 
cipal assessor  in  each  collection  district,  within  thirty 
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days  after  the  receipt  of  the  certificate  of  the  Super- 
visor of  the  Revenue,  as  to  the  amount  of  property 
assessed  and  the  per  centum  necessary  to  make  the 
same  in  each  county,  shall  make  out  a  fair  list  of  the 
persons  in  each  county  liable  to  the  payment  of  taxes, 
the  species  of  property  assessed  to  them  respectively, 
at  the  end  of  which  he  shall  add  a  certificate  of  the 
quota  of  the  county  and  the  per  centum  necessary  to 
make  such  a  quota,  and,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  de- 
liver, to  the  collector  of  his  collection  district,  the  said 
list  and  certificate,  taking  from  the  collector  a  receipt 
specifying  the  toUl  amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected,  the 
quota  of  each  county,  the  amount  of  property  assessed 
in  the  county,  and  the  per  centum  thereon  necessary 
to  give  the  quota;  a  copy  of  which  receipt  he  shall 
forthwith  transmit,  by  post,  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue,  at  Washington  ;  and  which  copy,  the 
original,  or  any  copy  thereof,  shall  be  complete  evi- 
dence in  any  suit  or  action  against  the  collector  of  the 
revenue  or  his  deputy. 

Sec.  19.   And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  prin- 
cipal collector,  by  himself  or  his  deputies,  shall,  within 

days  after   the  receipt  of  the  list  of  persons  and 

property  subject  to  Uxation  as  hereinbefore  directed, 
collect  from  each  person  subject  to  taxation,  the  sum 
due  from  such  person,  according  to  the  per  centum 
certified  to  be  necessary  to  make  the  quota  of  the 
county,  by  the  supervisor  of  the  revenue,  and  shall, 
upon  payment,  in  all  cases  where  it  may  be  done,  ex- 
ecute lo  the  person  so  paying,  a  receipt'  therefor,  spe- 
cifying the  sum  paid,  the  species  of  property  paid  for, 
and  the  per  centum  collected  thereon. 

Stc.  20,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  prin- 
cipal assessor   in  each  collection  district   shall   keep  a 
durable  record  book,  in  which  he  shall  enter  all  trans- 
fers of  property  assessed  for   Uxation,   under   the  au- 
thority of  any  law  of  the  United  Sutes,  specifying  the 
species  and  value  of  such  property,  from  whom  and  to 
whom  traasferred  ;  and  the  said  assessors  shall  attend 
each  of  the  court-houses  in  their  respective  districts  on  ' 
some  court  day  in   the  months  of  October,  November,  , 
or  December,  with   the  book  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  ! 
of  entering   transfers   as   aforesaid,  having  given   two  i 
months'  notice  of  the  time  of  attendance  in  some  news-  i 
paper  of  the  Stale.  Territory,  or  district,  wiihin  which 
he  resides ;  and  the  said   assessors,  respectively,  shall.  \ 
annually,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January,  transmit  to 
the  principal  collector  of  his'district,  a  certified  list  of 
■uch  transferred  property,  and  the  said  certified   list  of  i 
property  transferred  shall    govern  the  collector  and  his  ] 
deputies,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  original  list  fur-  ' 
nished    by    the  assessor,  exempting   the  vender    and  ; 
charging  ihe  vendee;  and  the  said  assessors,  for  enter-  1 
iDg  such  transfer  of  Uxable  property,  and  all  services 
incident   thereto,  may,  in  each  case,  demand  and  re- 
ceive ihe  sum  of cenu,  to  be  paid  by  the  peraon 

to  whom  the  property  is  transferred. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Montoomery  addressed 
the  House  nearly  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  Before  I  enter  into  a  compari- 
son of  the  amendment  proposed  with  the  original, 
I  deem  it  proper  lo  remark  that  I  design  to  bring 
into  view  not  only  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion, but  also  the  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  believe  this 
will  be  correct,  as  tlie  whole  has  generally  been 
considered  and  spoken  of  ax  one  entire  system, 
and  as  the  bearing  of  the  amendment  will  there- 
by be  the  better  understood. 

13th  Cox.  1st  Sess.— 11 


Sir,  I  am  as  deeply  impressed  witn  the  neces- 
sity of  adopting  some  system  of  internal  taxation 
as  any  member  of  this  House ;   I  believe  the  fate 
of  this  nation  rests  upon   it;  without  it  public 
credit  will  sink,  and  the  energies  of  the  nation  be 
paralyzed  and  disordered.     But,  sir,  with  the  ne- 
cessity, I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  import- 
ance of  «o  modifying  the  system  as  that  it  may 
operate  justly  upon  the  different   portions  of  the 
States  respectively;  that  it  may  net  be  in  the 
power  of  whole  counties  or  sections  of  a  State  to 
say  in  truth,  that  we  are   unjustly  burdened   in 
comparison  with  our  fellow-citizens.    Under  tbes« 
impressions,  and  with  the  most  firm  belief  that 
the  bill  under  consideration,  taken  in  connexioa 
with  the   bill  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the  United 
States,  as  they  now  stand,  will  operate  unjustly 
on  many  portions  of  our  common  country  unless 
the  amendment  which  I  have  proposed,  or  one 
similar  thereto,  is  adopted— I  say,  sir,  the  injust- 
.  ice  will  be  gross  and  Hagrant,  throwing  on  par- 
ticular counties  and   sections  of  the  country  a 
much  larger  portion  of  the  public  burdens  than, 
according  to  the  principles  of  justice,  they  ought 
to  bear. 
That  the   people  ought  to  contribute  in  a  just 
\  proportion  to  their  wealth,  for  the  support  of  the 
I  Government,  according  to  the  specie  standard,  is 
'  a  proposition  having  on  my  mind  something  like 
i  the  force  of  a  mathematical  axiom;   it  is  most 
I  certainly  true   iu  theory,  but  I  will  admit  that 
!  precise  and  exact  justice  is  not  to  be  attained  in 
reference  to  the  subject  of  taxation:  but  this  ad- 
mission  will    not  go  to  prove,  that  because  we 
cannot  come  at  complete  and  exact  justice  under 
a  correct  priiiciple  of  taxation,  that  we  ought  to 
abandon  all  just  theory  and  resort  to  principles 
in  themselves  unjust  and  absurd.     As  well  might 
it  be  contended  that   because   inaccuracies  will 
arise  in  the  admeasurement  of  land  under  those 
mathematical   principles  applicable  to  the  art  of 
surveying,  from  the  unevenness  of  ground,  mis- 
takes of  chainmen,  and  the  wrong  use  of  instru- 
ments, that  we  ought  to    abandon    the    art,  al- 
though   perfectly  true  in  theory  and   producing 
nearly  a  just  result,  and  resort  to  guessing. 

Let  us  now  test  the  bill  under  consideration 
with  the  bill  laying  a  direct  tax  and  apportion- 
ing the  same  among  the  several  States  and  coun- 
ties, by  the  principle  which  I  have  stated.  The 
direct  tax  bill  not  only  assigns  to  each  Stale  its 
quota,  but  it  goes  on  to  assign  to  the  several 
counties  in  each  State  respectively  their  quota 
or  portion  of  the  State's  quota.  In  doing  this  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  proceeded 
upon  two  district  principles;  the  one  the  princi- 
ple of  taxation  according  to  certain  of  the  State 
revenue  laws,  applicable  to  States  where  revenue 
is  paid  into  the  Slate  Treasury  for  State  pur- 
poses, taking  the  amount  so  paid  by  each  county 
a.s  the  data  of  the  present  apportionment,  and 
making  the  quota  of  each  county  bear  the  saoie 
proportion  to  the  Slate's  quota  of  ihe  direct  tax 
as  the  tax  of  such  county  bears  to  tha  whole 
revenue  of  the  Stale  ;  the  other,  a  principle  drawn 
from  a  comparison  of  the  valuations  oi  the  year 
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1799  with  the  census  of  the  year  1800,  and  the 
census  of  the  year  1810,  faking  the  numbers  of 
each  county  as  the  data  of  the  apportionment, 
and  takrag  it  as  true  that  population  and  wealth 
since  th{?  year  1799  has  increased  in  the  same 
ratio.  The  first  of  thes^e  principles  has  been  ap- 
plied to  Massachusetts.  Connecticut,  New  Jersey. 
Virginia;  North  Carolina.  Soutk  Carolma.  Ohio' 
and  Kfr^tucky,  The  second  has  been  applied  to 
New  Hjjmpshire.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania.  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

I  do  not   pretend  to  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  revenue  laws  tf  all  the  States  to  which 
the  first  principle  has  been  applied;   but  I  have 
by  inquiry  obtained  such   information  respecting 
ieveral  of  them  as  has  convinced  me  that  they 
are  unjust;  that  the  main  principle  of  them  is 
'axatioii  by  quantity  and   numbers,  without  re- 
gard to  the  specie  value.     In  the   State  of  Ken- 
tucky the  revenue  law  divides  the  lands  for  tax- 
ation   into   three   rates,   first,  second,  and   third, 
according  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  the  greater 
part  of  each  tract ;  and  each  hundred  acres  of  the 
same  rate  pays  the  same  amount  of  tax,  be  the 
specie  value  uhat  it  may;    no  regard  is  had  to 
the  increased  value  arising  from  contiguity  to 
commerijial  towns,  highways,  or  navigable  wa- 
ters.    It -is  a  truth,  in  relation  to  that  State,  that 
lands  itj  jsome  sections  bear  to  others  the  propor- 
tion of  three  to  one  in  specie  value,  and  yet  the 
same  i.tx  is  paid  under  the  State  revenue  law. 
The  revenue  law  of  that  State  is  obviously  un- 
just, and  as  the  apportionment  of  the  direct  tax 
among  the  several  counties  is   bottomed  on  that 
{aw  as  data,  or  the  criterion  of  apportionment,  it 
must  b  ■  also  unjust.     The  principle  as  applied  to 
Virginia,  I  believe,  is  at  least  as  exceptionable: 
according  to  the  revenue  laws  of  that  State,  some 
twenty  of  thirty  years  past,  the  lands  were  divided 
wito  lourtclasses;  the  lands  bounding  on  the  tide 
waters  w*re  placed  in  this  first  class  and  made  to 
pay  the  highest  taxes;  the  region  adjacent  in  the 
j'econd  class,  extending  to  the  Blue  Ridge;  the 
third   class    between   the   Blue   Ridge   and   the 
Alleghany;  and  the  fourth  beyond  the  Alleghany, 
and  i/ie  tax  made  to  decrease  in  an  arbitrary  pro- 
portion a.s  the  class  receded  from  the  first.     To 
rny  min-d  this  system  of  taxation  is  grossly  unjust: 
first,  because  it  regards  not  the  enhanced  value 
arising  from  convenience  to  great  leading  roads, 
navigable  rivers,  and  fertility  of  soil;  and  sec- 
ondly, beeause  it  regards  not  the  changes  in  spe- 
cie value  produced  by  the  progress  of  population 
and  cultivation.     The  Virginia  system  is  unjust 
ID  Itself,  and  the  apportionment  amon^  the  sev- 
f^al   counties  of  that   Slate   dependent    upon  it 
inust  be  unjust.     But  if  the  apportionment  among 
the  counties  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  dependent 
upon  the  revenue  laws  of  those  States,  are  ex- 
ceptionable for  their    injustice— in  those    States 
v;'here  something  has  been  done  for  the  purpose  of 
a-dvancintr  towards  the  specie  value— what  shall 
we  say  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee?     In  the 
ptates  last  mentioned,  according  to  the  revenue 
iHws  every  hundred  acres  of  land  pays  the  same 
tax ;  It  13  perfectly  taxation  according  to  quantity 


without  regard  to  Talue;  and  I  believe  I  mav 
venture  to  assert,  that  in  the  State  of  Tennessee 
counties  may  be  selected  the  lands  of  which,  upon 
an  average  valuation, compared  with  others  upon 
the  like  valuation,  would  bear  the  proportion  of 
five  to  one.  In  North  Carolina  I  know  not  that 
the  disoroportion  is  so  extremely  great,  but  have 
no  doubt  from  the  nature  of  things  that  it  must  be 
great.  An  apportionment  bottomed  upon  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  States  last  mentioned,  must 
strike  every  person  as  being  monstrously  tinjust. 
With  respect  to  the  other  States  to  which  the 
principle  under  consideration  has  been  applied,  I 
will  say  nothing,  but  have  no  doubt  it  will  oper- 
ate unjusiljr.  There  is  one  consideration  in  re- 
lation to  (his  principle  which  ought  not  to  escape 
notice,  it  is  that  the  injustice  of  the  apportion- 
ment depending  upon  the  injustice  of  the  State 
revenue  laws  is  increased  in  the  proportion  that 
the  State's  quota  is  greater  than  the  revenue 
raised  under  the  Slate  laws,  which  in  some  of 
the  States  is  nearly  as  three  to  one. 

With  respect  to  those  States  where  the  princi- 
ple of  apportionment  has  been  drawn  from  a 
comparison  of  the  assessments  of  1799,  with  the 
population  of  1800  and  1810.  in  which  it  is  as- 
sumed as  true  that  population  and  wealth,  since 
the  year  1800,  have  increased  m  the  same  ratio, 
I  will  say  but  little,  not  being  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  internal  situation  of  those 
States  to  which  it  has  been  applied;  but  I  cannot 
refrain  from  remarkinj  that  I  view  it  as  a  very 
fallacious  standard.  How  often  does  it  happen 
in  the  settlini?  of  new  counties  that  there  is  a 
great  and  sudden  increase  of  population  in  par- 
ticular districts,  by  emigrations  from  others,  with- 
out a  correspondent  increa.se  of  wealth  ?  This 
I  believe,  may  have  very  probably  happened  in 
the  frontier  parts  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
in  the  time  between  1800  and  1810.  I  know  such 
an  increase  has  taken  place  in  Kentucky  a?,  would 
have  rendered  it  monstrously,  cruelly  unjust,  lo 
have  applied  the  principle  to  many  of  the  coun- 
ties there.  I  cannot  hesitate  to  conclude,  that  in 
many  of  the  States  the  principle  will  operate 
unjustly;  u  is  in  truth  but  guessing  at  the  sum  to 
be  rai-ed  on  each  county,  for  no  man  can  know 
that  it  is  anything  like  a  correct  standard. 

Sir.  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  principle 
by  which  the  apportionments  have  been  made,  is 
to  my  nriind  of  itself  a  ground  of  objection  to  the 
system  in  its  present  form;  it  is  certainly  desira- 
ble that  a  single  principle  which  would  probably 
produce  a  just  result  in  its  operation  upon  our 
wide  extended  country  should  be  applied;  we 
could  not  then  be  charged  with  partiality  or  a 
disregard  to  the  interests  of  any  portion.  Local 
dissensions  would  be  prevented. 

Another  objection  to  the  system  in  its  present 
form  is  the  repugnance  of  the  parts.  The  bill 
lor  the  as.ses.sment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes, 
contains  in  express  terms  the  principle,  that  all 
direct  taxes  -jhall  be  assessed  upon  the  value  of 
lands,  houses,  lots  of  ground  with  their  improve- 
ments, and  slaves — the  very  principle  Ihave  con- 
tended lor )  and  the  bill  laying  a  direct  tax  makes 
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an  arbitrary  and  unjust  apportionment  among  the 
several  counties  in  each  Slate,  without  regard  to 
the  value  of  the  property  upon  which  it  is  laid. 

Having  offered  my  remarks  to  show  ihe  in- 
justice, want  of  uniformity,  and  repugnance  of 
the  system  m  its  present  form,  I  will  proceed  to 
show  the  eflecl  of  the  amendment  which  I  have 
proposed. 

The  amendment  proposes  to  proceed  upon  the 
principle  of  taxation  according  to  the  specie 
value,  and  defers  the  apportionment  among  the 
respective  counties  in  each  Stale  uunl  the  valua- 
tions are  made;  it  provides  for  the  appointment 
of  an  officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  all 
the  valuations  in  his  State,  and  ascertain,  as  a 
mere  matter  of  arithmetical  calculation,  the  quota 
of  the  several  counties,  and  the  per  centum  ne- 
cessary 10  be  collected  to  make  such  quota;  it 
contains  several  other  provisions  deemed  by  me 
necessary  to  carry  the  main  principle  into  com- 
plete operation;  and  provides  for  cases  of  trans- 
ferred property.  I  will  not  say  that  exact  justice 
will  in  all  cases  be  done  ;  I  believe  that  some  in- 
justice may  be  done  by  the  frauds  of  assessors. 
but  not  to  be  drawn  into  comparison  with  the 
monstrous  injustice  of  ihe  present  apporlion- 
menu.  The  amendment  in  its  main  principle 
1  know  to  be  theoretically  just,  and  that  it  har- 
monizes with  an  important  principle  of  the  bill 
already  slated,  and  which  has  formed  the  basis 
of  my  reasoning:  the  details  I  am  not  anxious 
about;  gentlemen  may  change  ihem,  probably 
for  better. 

That  objections  may  be  slated  against  the 
amendment  which  1  have  proposed,  I  have  no 
doubt ;  1  have  lieard  some,  but  will  not  now  an- 
ticipate and  meet  them.  If  the  amendment  pro- 
posed IS  adopted,  the  fifleenth  and  sixteenth  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  for  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  direct  taxes  will  be  stricken  out,  and  also  all 
the  sections  of  the  bill  laying  a  direct  tax.  which 
apportions  the  same  among  ihe  .several  counties 
in  each  Stale. 

Mr.  MoNTooMEHY  subsequently  spoke  in  reply 
to  observations  of  other  gentlemen,  nearly  as 
follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman — When  I  opened  the  discussion 
on  ihe  amendraeul  under  consideration  I  endeav- 
ored, by  all  the  arguments  which  presented  them- 
selves to  my  mind,  to  evince  the  injustice  of  the 
system  of  taxation,  so  far  as  regards  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  direct  tax  :  in  this  I  have  been  much 
aided  by  several  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  who 
have,  by  reference  to  several  counties,  sliown  the 
injustice  of  its  operation;  and  by  a  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  showing  that  a  single 
county  in  that  Siate  will,  according  to  the  ap- 
portionment, pay  seven  thousand  dollars  or  there- 
abouts more  than  its  just  portion;  and  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  who  has  shown  that  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York  will  pay  from  sev- 
enty 10  eighty  thousand  dollars  more  than  its 
just  proportion  of  the  State's  quota. 

Still  further  to  expose  the  injustice  and  absur- 
dity of  the  system.  I  will  examine  the  subject  in 
refereoce  to  the  valuation  of  houses  in  Kentucky 


and  some  of  the  other  Stales.     In  the  States  of 
Kentucky,  Ohio.  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and, 
in  short,  I  believe  in  nearly   the  whole  of  the 
States,  houses  are  not  taxed  under  the  revenue 
law;  in    the  system  which  we  propose  to  adopt 
houses  are  to  be  valued  and  laxed.    The  just  ope- 
ration of  the  tax  upon  houses  would  be  the  les- 
.sening  the  tax  upon  all  other  subjects  of  taxatioa 
throughout  the  State,  in  the  proportion  which  the 
value    of    the  houses    bore  to  the  value    of  all 
ihe  other  subjects  of  taxation  ;  but  this  is  not  iu 
effect  under  the  present  apportionment;  the  value 
of  the  houses  extends  not  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
county  in  which  they  stand.     The  consequence 
of  this  IS,  that  landholders  in  different  counties, 
of  the  same  fertility,  will  pay  sums  different  ia 
amount,  on  account  of  ihe  higher  stale  of  im- 
provement in  some  counties  than  others;  and  it 
will  be  in  almost  every  instance  land  of  less  spe- 
cie value  paying  a  higher  tax  than  land  of  greater 
value.     Is  this  just,  is  it  politic  ?     I  think  it  cer- 
tainly is  not.     Was  it  for  this  purpose  that  States 
ha/e  been  subdivided  into  counties?     I  lake  it 
that  it  was  not.     I  have  supposed  that  it  was  for 
the  convenience  of  the  administration  of  justice, 
A-c,  and  not  that  by  encircling  the  richest  lands 
and  ihe.most  valuable  improvements  within  the 
line  of  a  county,  the  value  of  those  lands  and  im- 
provements were  to  be  lost  to  a  certain  degree  ia 
the  estimation  of  taxation. 

I  will  now  proceed  lo  reply  to  the  most  prom- 
inent arguments   advanced  against  the  amend- 
ment  which  I  have   proposed,  and  in  support  of 
the  bills  in  their  present  condition.     It  is  object- 
ed to  the  amendment,  that  the  assessors,  with  a 
view  to  favor  their  own  districts,  will  undervalue 
Ihe    property,  and  thereby  lessen  the  amount  of 
taxes.     To  this  I  answer,  first,  that  it  is  not  to  be 
presumed,  because  ihey  will  act  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  oath  ;  secondly,  iheir  own  individual 
interest  will  be  so  inconsiderable  as  to  afford  no 
temptation  ;  thirdly,  that  it  is  as  probable  that 
one  will  do  it  as  another,  and  if  the  whole  will 
do  so,    the  general  result   may   be  the  same  as 
though  they  had  valued  honestly ;  fourthly,  this 
is  an  evil  which  may  perchance  happen,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  presentapporlionments  theinjustice 
must  happen  ;    fifthly,    if  this   injustice   should 
happen  in  some  small  degree,  under  principles 
ju:3i  in  themselves,  it  is  what  ever  has  happened 
from  the  folly  or  fraud  of  ministerial  officers;  it 
may   be  ascribed  to  the  imperfections  of  human 
nature,  and  we  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  it; 
but  if  the  gross  injustice  is  produced  which  must 
result  from  the  present  apportionments,  we  alone 
are  responsible;  and  it  may  be  an  awful  respon- 
sibility. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  the  amendments  will 
increase  the  expense  of  the  system.  I  admit  that 
it  may  eventuate  in  a  small  additional  expense, 
perhaps  four  or  five  thousand  dollars  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  ;  but  can  this  be  opposed  to  the  gross 
injustice  of  the  apportionments,  by  which  single 
counties  will  pay  thousands  more  than  their  just 
portions  of  the  tax  ?  Is  a  little  expense  to  be 
saved  by   doing    the   most    flagrant   injustice? 


327 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


328 


f 


!  ! 


1      f 


;  4 


}■ 


I 


329 


I  H.  OP  R. 


Proceedings. 


JUNB,  1818. 


Away  with  it— it  is  absurd  to  speak  of  the  differ- 
ence in  the  fxpense. 

It  h3s  been  very  emphatically  objected,  that  a 
new  officer  is  to  be  created  with  vast  powers. 
Those  who  have  urged  this,  certainly  do  not  un- 
dersta<id  the  amendments  ;  for,  by  looking  into  it, 
it  will  be  seen  that  those  vast  powers  consist  of 
ihe  po-wer  and  duty  of  ridin?  to  the  principal  as- 
sessors to  collect  iheir  certificates  of  the  valua- 
tion in  the  respective  counties  ;  to  ascertain  the 
quotas  of  the  counties  by  the  principles  of  arith- 
metic ;  and  to  certify  the  same  to  the  assessors. 
.Vast,  immense  powers  ! 

!  It  h:»s  been  objected  to  the  amendment,  that  it 
would  procrastinate  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 
It  is  triie  that  if  the  bill  contained  .  no  section  for 
postponement,  that  the  plan  of  the  amendment 
would  req'jire  about  twenty  days  longer  to  carry 
It  into  operation  ;  but  certainly  this  delay  ought 
not  to  urge  us  into  an  unjust  apportionment. 
But  if  my  amendment  is  adopted,  and  a  majority 
of  the  committee  take  the  same  view  of  the  sub- 
ject wnic'h  I  consider  as  politic,  the  part  contain- 
ing the  principleof  postponement  will  be  stricken 
out.  Gtrnllemen  talk  strangely  indfed,  when 
they  speak  of  the  importance  of  expedition,  and 
are  at  (he  same  time  in  favor  of  postponing  the 
operation  of  the  revenue  laws  for  five  or  six 
month:,  without  any  reason. 

But  there  is  a  cure  for  all  the  injustice  of  the 
apportiouments,  say  gentlemen,  in  the  power 
Tested  in  the  Slate  Legislatures  to  alter  the  same. 
To  this  I  answer,  first,  that  I  cannot  .see  the  cor- 
rectnes.s  of  doing  injustice  and  trusting  to  others 
to  correct  it;  it  is  very  uncertain  whether  the 
State  Legislatures  will  interfere— it  is,  in  a  word, 
leaving  the  matter  to  chance.  In  the  second 
place,  I  doubt  theconstituiionality  of  transferring 
this  subject  to  the  Slate  Legislatures,  and  will 
lind  considerable  difficulty  in  voline  for  the  bill 
until  it  is  stripped  of  this  provision.'  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  importance  with  me  to  get  clear  of  it. 

It  has  been  said  that  we  ought  to  adopt  the 
present  plan  as  a  temporary  one,  thai  the  valua- 
tions under  it  will  be  just,  and  that  upon  them 
we  can  build  a  most  perfect  system,  upon  them 
we  can  make  a  just  apportionment.  How 
strangely,  how  inconsistently  gentlemen  argue  ! 
when  speaking  of  the  valuations  as  ihey  relate  to 
the  amendment,  they  are  to  be  unjust  and  made 
40  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  quota  of  particular 
counties;  but  when  it  is  necessary  to  find  an 
apology  for  present  injustice,  the  valuations  are 
'  to  be  jusu  In  the  same  breath  it  blows  hot  and 
I  cold. 

I  have  now  examined  all  the  objections  urged 

against  the  amendment,  and  can  find   nothing  in 

;  them   to  change  my  opinion;  they  are  such  as 

^are  always  at  hand,  and  will   lie  to  any  system 

Ibowever  perfect;  and  indeed  the  main  principle 

;of  the  amendment  is  exactly  correct   in   theory. 

[but   subject  like   all  other  principles  correct  in 

[themselves  to  be  in  some  measure  perverted   by 

,  the  imperfections  of  human    nature;  the    bills 

under  consideration  are  imperfect  in  themselves 

and  liable  io  some  degree  to  be   rendered  still 


more  so  by  the  imperfections  of  human  nature 
I  have  proposed  to  substitute  a  just  plan  for  one 
which  will  produce  gross  injustice.  I  huve  pro- 
posed to  substitute  a  plan  operating  uniformly  and 
consistently  for  one  which  is  directly  the  reverse 
I  have  proposed  it  under  the  most  thorough  sense' 
of  duty,  and  not  from  a  disposition  to  be  captious  • 
if  it  succeeds  it  will  give  me  pleasure,  because  I 
can  then  vote  for  the  bills  with  pleasure,  and  can 
with  ease  justify  my  votes  ;  if  it  does  not'  I  assure 
gentlemen  I  will  vote  for  the  bills  reluctantly, 
and  will  find  it  difficult  to  justify  my  votes.  I 
will,  however,  as  I  now  expect,  vote  for  them 
believing  as  I  do  that  partial  injustice  will  not  be 
so  great  an  evil  as  the  loss  of  public  credit  at  thi* 
eventful  crisis  of  our  national  affairs. 


Monday,  June  28. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Abraham  Hasbrouck,  appeared,  was  qualified' 
and  took  his  seat.  ' 

Mr.  Crawford  presented  a  petition  of  James 
Lloyd,  setting  forth  that  he  has  di.scovered  "a 
combustible  liquid  substance,  applicable  to  the 
purposes  of  national  defence  or  offence,  whether 
naval  or  military,"  and  praying  the  aid  and  pat- 
ronage of  the  Government  in  carrying  his  discov- 
ery into  full  effect  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee.  Messrs.  Crawford,  Sey- 
BERT,  and  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion  cf  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  and  report  whether  it  will  be  proper  so 
to  amend  the  articles  of  war  as  to  allow  to  all 
persons  on  trial  before  any  courts  martial,  for  any 
capital  offence,  the  right  of  having  counsel  to 
conduct  their  defence. 

An  engrossed  bill  freeing  from  postage  all  let- 
ters and  packets  to  and  from  the  Superintendent 
General  of  Military  Supplies,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to 
authorize  the  raising  a  corps  of  sea  fencibles  ;" 
also,  a  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  io  addition  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,  and  for  other  purposes;"  also,  a  bill 
•for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott;"  in  which 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  first  mentioned  bill  from  the  Senate  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Military  Affairs. 

The  second  mentioned  bill  from  the  Senate 
was  read  iwice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  from  the  Senate  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Troop,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
vasions, and   to  repeal   the  act  now  m  force  for 
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those  purposes."  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and,  with  the  bill,  commuted  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  then  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct 
tax  within  the  United  Slates  ;  and  after  some 
time,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress  in 
the  bill,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Fi8K.  of  New  York,  offered  the  following 
resolution  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  to  thi«  House  a 
bill  on  the  imposing  and  collecling  of  a  duly  not  ex- 
ceeding   per  gallon  on  all  spiriU  distilled  within 

the  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  on  said  resolve,  but  before  any  decis- 
ion was  had  thereon,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Fi9K,  of  Vermont,  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  to  wliom  was  recommitted  the  report 
on  the  contested  election  between  John  P.  Hun- 
gerford  and  John  Taliaferro,  made  a  supplement- 
al report ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  from  the  polia  of  the  several  counties,  the  sit- 
ting member  appears  to  have  obuined  a  majority  of 
twenty-four  voles  in  the  district. 

The  petitioner  claims  the  seat  on  the  ground  that  a 
majority  of  the  legal  votes  at  said  election  were  given 
for  him  ;  and,  as  evidence  to  support  his  claim,  pro- 
duced the  land  list  of  1812,  with  a  copy  of  the  poll 
taken  in  each  county  in  the  district  of  said  election, 
that,  on  comparing  the  polls  of  each  county  with  the 
aforesaid  land  list,  and  Uking  that  as  the  test,  it  ap- 
pears that  193  persons  who  voted  for  the  petitioner, 
and  1234  persons  who  voicd  for  the  titling  member, 
were  not  qualified  to  vote  :  that,  deducting  from  both 
polls  the  persons  challenged,  who  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  land  list 
aforesaid,  there  is  left  for  Mr.  Taliaferro  a  majority  of 
seventeen  votes  over  .Mr.  Hungcrford.  The  petitioner 
contends  that  the  difficullies  of  asceruining  the  names, 
places  of  al»ode,  and  property,  of  the  vo'.ers,  presented 
by  the  omission  of  duly  entering  their  names  on  the 
poll  book,  forbid  the  hope  of  a  fair  and  successful 
scrutiny  of  the  poll  by  means  of  any  other  evidence 
than  that  of  comparing  it  with  the  land  list,  on  which 
alone  ought  the  menu  of  his  claim,  and  the  right  of 
the  Bitting  member  to  his  seal,  to  rest.  But  the  com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  it  was  competent  for  the 
parliea  to  support  their  challenges  and  polls  by  other 
evidence,  and  therefore  admitted  the  accompanying 
affidaviu,  with  the  testimony  of  Henry  Lee,  junior, 
Daniel  C.  Brent,  and  John  Cook,  (the  two  latter  gen- 
tlemen produced  by  the  petitioner,)  as  sufficient  to 
support  forty -three  of  the  voles  on  his  poll,  that  were 
challenged  by  the  petitioner,  and  not  found  on  the 
land  list  aforesaid.  And  the  petitioner,  by  the  testi- 
mony of  the  said  Lee,  Brent,  and  Cook,  proved  the 
legality  of  fifteen  votes  found  on  his  poll,  challenged 
by  the  sitting  member,  and  not  found  on  the  land  list, 
That,  by  adding  the  aforesaid  forty-three  votes  to  the 
poll  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  and  the  said  fifteen  votes  to 


the  poll  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  there  is  left  for  the  f»rm«r 
gentleman  a  majority  of  eleven  votes  over  the  latter. 

The  petitioner  contends  that  the  evidence  exhibited 
by  the  affidavits  fell  far  short  of  supporting  the  votes 
it  was  intended  for,  because  it  did  not  show  that  the 
voters  had  the  possession  of  the  freehold  title  to  their 
lunds,  as  well  as  of  the  land  iUelf,  in  right  of  which 
they  voted,  six  months  prior  to  the  day  of  said  elec- 
tion, and  which,  as  he  alleged,  the  laws  of  Virginia 
required  to  entitle  them  to  vote,  except  in  cases  where 
they  came  into  possession  of  the  land  by  marriage, 
descent,  or  devise.  If  this  construction  of  the  law, 
which  the  strict  letter  of  it  seems  to  warrant,  had 
been  adopted  by  the  committee,  it  would  have  lefl 
fourteen  of  the  aforesaid  forty-three  votes,  given  for 
Mr.  Hungerford,  unsupported,  and  to  the  petitioner  a 
majority  of  four  votes;  but,  from  the  best  information 
the  committee  could  obuin  of  the  construction  given 
this  law,  by  the  usage  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  a 
majority  were  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  spirit 
and  intention  of  the  law  were  satisfied  when  the  voter 
had  been  six  months  m  the  actual  possession  of  the 
land,  and  obtained  his  freehold  title  to  the  same  any 
time  previous  to  his  voting. 

From  the  above  statement  of  facts,  the  committee 
arc  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  has  not  supported 
his  petition. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taliaferro  have  leave  to 
occupy  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  House  during 
the  discussion  on  the  above-mentioned  report. 
THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties. 

The  question  depending  at  the  time  of  adjoara- 
ment  on  Saturday  last,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Mo.NTGOMERv,  to  Strike  out  the  fifteenth  section 
of  the  said  bill,  and  to  insert  three  new  sections 
was  stated  ;  and,  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negaiive— yeas  60,  nays  101,  as  follows; 

YiAS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow 
Bowen,  Bowers,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cham'- 
pion,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  Davenport,  Desha,  DutsU, 
Ely,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hufty,  Kent  of  New  York, 
LeflTerU,  Markell,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Moffitt| 
Montgomery,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Piikin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ridgely,  Roane, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  New 
Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Stewart,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Webster,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messers.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Breckenndge,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Coudict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Da- 
vis of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Dewey,  Earle,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Frankhn,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Glonmger,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin.  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hail,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hopkins  of  New  York,  Hubbard,  Hungerford, 
Hyneraan,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lewis,  Lovetl,  Lowndes,  Lyic,  Macon,  .McCoy, 
McKom,  Moore,  Murfiee,  Nelson,  Parker,  Pickena,  Fi- 
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w  ,  Pleatanti,  Re«  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tenne«- 
%  ,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roberts.  Robertaon.  Saffe,  Sevier, 
A  ethf.  Smith  of  Penn«ylv»nia,  Smith  of  Virfinia, 
if   onf(,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Tbompaon,  Troup, 

V  |inl  of  N.'W  Jersey,  VVheaton,  White,  Whitehill, 
"\fi  ilaon  of  ?•  nnaylTania,  Wright  and  Yancey. 

.  rhis  motion  having  been  negatived,  a  motion 
w*s  made  by  Mr.  Hopki.ns,  of  New  York,  to 
siAke  out  t*ie  said  I5th  section  altogether  ;  which 
roltion  was  also  negatived — yeas  68,  nays  84,  as 
f&iows : 

.  u  'A» — MfMrs.  Alexander,  Beall,  Bigelow,  BoTvers, 
111  Wen,  BreJbury,  Bngham,  Champion,  Creighton, 
C'  jpet,  Culr>«per,  Davenport,  Desha,  Dewey,  Duvall, 
K:  ;,  Oaatois  Geddes,  Goldaborough,  Hale,  Harris, 
H  pkins  of  New  V'ork,  Howell,  Hufty,  Ingham, 
2$  kson   of  Hhode    Island,    Kennedy.    Kent   of   New 

V  fk,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Leffcrts,  Lov- 
ti\  Markeil,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Mont* 
gf  nejy,  Moijeley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, 
Pf  ttf,  John  Reed,  Rtdgely,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Schure- 
D,.  II,  Seybtrt,  Sharp,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire. 
S^  ith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges, 
T  i?gart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mas- 
aa  huaetts,  Webater,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
8«»  |8,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

.  ^'ats — Measra.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
IjJrd,  Barnett,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brown, 
li^rwell,  BuUer,  Caperlon,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
ptl,  Cheven,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Con- 
ui,  Crawfoj-d,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  De- 
iK).elle«,  E»rle,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  New  York. 
winey,  Gholson,  Glangow,  Gloninger,  Goodwyn, 
(i  ardin,  G.iffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
H  pkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hungerford,  Inger- 
•••  ,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
k  (T.  Kershiiw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Ma- 
cjt.  „  McCoy,  McKim,  .Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  New- 
t^i  ,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasant^  Rea  of 
T»,  insylvann,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
H  >erts,  Saf;e,  Sevier,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
I,*  .  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
X  ^)up,  WajJ  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
ffr,  ,  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

^  ylr.  GA9r(.\N  moved  to  amend  that  part  of  the 
Ijifi  which  Piempts  lools  of  trade,  beasts  of  the 
plfcogh,  arms,  household  utensils,  and  apparel. 
U  m  distress  for  taxes,  by  adding  also  •' house- 
\i<  |d  furnittire." 

f  The  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  82,  nays  71. 
ac-  follows : 

Tiis — Mfssrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Beall, 
Ij  elow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
l\,  'well,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Cooper,  Cox, 
li'  venport,  Desha,  Dewey,  Ely,  Farrow,  Findley, 
I  rney,  Gawton,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Goldsborougb, 
C  andy,  Hale,  Harris,  Hopkins  of  New  York,  How- 
^  Hungerltird,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy, 
h  nf  of  New  York,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kilbourn, 
K-  jg  of  Mai.Ha!chu8et»s,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis, 
X  irett,  LovMules,  Markeil,  McKee,  Miller,  .Moffit, 
16  «t'lcy,  Murtree,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Picker- 
ir  ;,  Pickens  Piper,  Pitk;n,  Post,  John  Reed,  William 
B^^d,  Ridgely.  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Shcr- 
^.-Jd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong, 
^xliut,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill, 
TlODopson,    Vose,    W&rd  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 


Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nais — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Butler,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Davall,  Earie, 
Evans,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hawes, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hyneman,  Inger- 
soll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Lefferts,  Lyic,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Moore, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Taylor,  Troup,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  timeoa 
Wednesday. 

ToESDAY,  June  29. 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
H.  Roberl.s.  slating  that  he  has  invented  a  ma- 
chine that  may  be  applied  with  great  effect  in 
maritime  warfare,  and,  particularly,  in  the  de- 
fence of  ports,  rivers,  and  harbors,  and  praying 
that  the  merits  of  his  invention  may  be  inveflti- 
gaied  by  Congress.— Referred  to  the  Commitlee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim*, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Scott,"  without  amendment,  and 
it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  T.  Salter- 
whiie;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  all  other  bu.'>iness  now  before  them, 
and  not  reported  on.  for  the  reason  that  it  would 
be  utterly  impracticable  to  act  on  the  said  busi- 
ness at  the  present  session.  This  order  was  un- 
successfully opposed  by  Mr.  GoLnaBORouoa, 
who  proposed  to  except  from  the  general  dis- 
ciiarge  the  case  of  Henry  Harris,  but  failed. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  a  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  first  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  district  court  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Troop,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "to 
amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
•An  act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force,  and 
for  other  purposes."  without  amendment;  and 
the  bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  '-Au  an  act  to  raise 
an  additional  military  force." 


I 


Mr.  Troup,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  authorize 
the  raising  a  corps  of  sea  fencibles."  without 
amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  last  mentioned. 

REMONSTRANCE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr.  Pickering  presented  the  Memorial  or  Re- 
monstrance of  the  Legislature  of  .Massachusetts 
against  the  war;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  as 
follows: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  the  Honorable  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  I'luted  States,  in 
Congress  assembled  : 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  deeply  impressed 
with  the  sufferings  of  their  constituents,  and  excited 
by  the  apprehension  of  still  greater  evils  in  prospect,  feel 
impelled,  by  a  solemn  sense  of  duty,  to  lay  before  the 
National  Government  their  view  of  the  public  interests, 
and  to  express  with  the  plainness  of  freemen,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  this  ancient  and  extensive  Com- 
monwealth. 

Although  the  precise  hmils  of  the  powers  reserved 
to  the  several  Slate  Sovereignties  have  not  been  de- 
fined by  the  Constitution,  yet  we  fully  coincide  in  the 
correctness  of  the  opinions  advanced  by  our  venerable 
Chief  Magistrate,  that  "our  constitutions  insure  to  us 
the  freedom  of  speech,  and  that,  at  this  momentous  pe- 
riod, it  IS  our  right  and  duty  to  inquire  into  the  grounds 
and  origin  of  the  present  war,  to  reflect  on  the  state  of 
public  atlkirs,  and  to  express  our  sentiments  concern- 
ing them,  with  decency  and  frankness,  and  to  en- 
deavor, as  far  as  our  limited^  influence  extends,  to  pro- 
mote, by  temperate  and  Constitutional  means,  an  hon- 
orable reconciliation." 

If,  then,  such  are  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  people, 
surely  those  who,  at  this  solemn  crisis,  are  selected  by 
them,  and  who  are  specially  honored  with  their  confi- 
dence, may  venture  respectfully  but  frankly  to  express 
the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  those  whom  they  have 
the  honor  to  represent. 

The  Stales,  as  well  as  the  individuals  composing 
them,  are  parties  to  the  national  compact;  and  it  is 
their  peculiar  duty,  especially  in  times  of  peril,  to  watch 
over  the  rights  and  guard  the  privileges  solemnly  guar- 
antied by  that  instrument.  Certainly  then  this  express- 
ion from  the  Legislature  of  the  free  and  independent 
Commonwealth  of  .Massachusetts,  will  not  be  disre- 
garded by  the  present  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
F'or  although  the  numerous  petitions  and  remon- 
strances of  the  people  of  this  Stale,  in  relation  to  such 
measures  as  they  deemed  dangerous  to  their  rights 
and  ruinous  to  their  interests,  have  heretofore  been  re- 
ceived in  a  manner  Utile  calcnlated  to  produce  that 
harmony  and  to  cement  that  union,  which  ought  to 
be  the  permanent  aim  of  the  General  Government, 
yet  we  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  new  councils 
and  a  more  conciliatory  spirit  will  distinguish  the 
several  branches  of  the  present  National  Legislature ; 
that  they  will  endeavor,  by  the  exercise  ofjustice  and 
impartiality,  to  allay  the  apprehensions  and  restore  the 
confidence  of  the  eastern  and  commercial  States  ;  to 
remove  their  actual  sufferings,  and  to  replace  them  in 
the  happy  and  prosperous  condition  from  wluch  they 
have  been  driven  by  a  succestion  of  measures,  hostile 
to  the  rights  of  commerce,  and  destructive  to  the  peace 
of  the  Union. 

It  is  not  to  be  expectod,  that  a  hardy  and  indus- 
trious people,  instructed  in  the  nature  oi  their  rights 


and  tenacious  of  their  exercise,  whose  enterprise  waa 

a  source  of  individual  wealth  and  national  prosperity, 
should  find  themselves  obliged  to  abandon  their  ac- 
customed employments,  and  relinquish  the  means  of 
subsistence,  without  complaint;  or  that  a  moral  and 
Christian  people  rshould  contribute  their  aid  in  the 
prosecution  of  an  offensive  war  without  the  fullest  evi- 
dence of  its  justice  and  necessity. 

The  United  States,  from  the  form  of  their  Govern- 
ment, from  the  principles  of  tlieir  institutions,  from  the 
sacred  professions  which  in  ail  periods  of  their  history 
they  have  made,  from  the  maxims  transmitted  to  them 
by  patriot^i  and  sages,  whose  loss  they  can  never  suffi- 
ciently deplore,  as  well  as  from  a  regard  to  their  best 
and  dearest  interests,  ought  to  be  the  last  nation  to  en- 
gage in  a  war  of  ambition  or  conquest. 

The  recent  establishment  of  their  institutions,  the 
pacific,  moral,  and  industrious  character  of  their  citi- 
zens, the  certainty  that  time  and  prudent  application 
of  their  resources  would  bring  a  seasonable  remedy  for 
apy  transient  wrongs,  would  have  induced  a  wise  and 
provident,  an  impartial  and  temperate  .Administration, 
to  overlook,  if  it  had  been  necessary,  any  temporary 
evils,  which  either  the  ambition,  the  interest,  the  cu- 
pidity, or  the  injustice  of  foreign  Powers  might  occa- 
sionally, and  without  any  deep  and  lasting  injury,  have 
inflicted. 

With  these  maxims  and  these  views,  we  cannot  dis- 
cern anything  in  the  policy  of  foreign  nations  towards 
us,  which  in  point  of  expediency  required  the  sacrifice 
of  BO  many  and  so  certain  blessings  as  might  have  been 
our  portion,  for  such  dreadful  and  inevitable  evils 
OS  all  wars,  especially  in  a  Republic,  entail  upon  the 
j)eople. 

But  when  we  review  the  alleged  causes  of  the  war 
against  Great  Britain,  and  more  particularly  the  pre- 
tences for  its  continuance,  after  the  principal  one  was 
removed,  wc  are  constrained  to  say  that  it  fills  the 
minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth  with 
infinite  anxiety  and  alarm.  We  cannot  but  recollect, 
whatever  the  pretences  of  the  Emperor  of  France  may 
liave  been,  pretences  which  have  uniformly  preceded 
and  accompanied  the  most  violent  acts  of  injustice, 
that  he  was  the  sole  author  of  a  system  calculated  and 
intended  to  break  down  neutral  commerce,  with  a  view 
to  destroy  the  opulence  and  cripple  the  power  of  a 
rival  whose  real  policy  was  to  uphold  that  commerce, 
80  essential  to  her  own  prosperity. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  decide,  whether  the  enemy  of 
F'rance  did  or  did  not  adopt  the  most  natural  and  efB- 
cAcious  means  of  repelling  her  injustice.  It  is  suffi- 
cient that  we  are  persuaded  the  L'aited  States  might, 
by  a  firm  and  dignified  yet  pacific  resistance  to  the 
French  decrees,  have  prevented  the  recurrence  of  any 
retaliatory  measures  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  ; 
measures  not  intended  to  injure  us,  but  to  operate  on 
the  author  of  this  unjust  and  iniquitous  system.  And 
however  honorable  men  may  dilFer  as  to  the  justice  of 
the  British  retaliatory  Orders  in  Council,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  France  merited  from  our  Govern- 
ment a  much  higher  tone  of  remonstrance  and  a  more 
decided  opposition. 

In  reviewing  the  avovred  causes  of  the  present 
war,  we  would  if  it  were  possible  pass  over  a  series 
of  transactions  imperfectly  explained  and  calculated  to 
excite  our  alarm  and  regret  at  the  hasty  manner  in 
which  it  was  declared.  But  the  history  of  the  pre- 
tended repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  which  if  our  Gov- 
ernment wa«_sincere  we  are  bound  to  believe  was  the 
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ftloFR. 

ii£ti.MJi»te  eiiu«e  of  th«  war,  ia  so  well  attested,  and  I  tiona  of  people,  in  England,  in  favor  of  the  present  war, 
been  to  often  discussed,  and  is  besides  so  important  I  and  to  convince  them,  however  erroneously,  that  mod- 
ijiihis  inqui.-v,  that  mere  motives  of  delicacy  cannot  j  eration  and  fairness  on  her  part,  only  laid  the  founda- 
ia  Juce  us  to  pass  it  over  without  notice.  tion  of  new  claims  and  higher  pretensions,  on  ours. 

'If  war  could  be  justified  against  Great  Britain  ex-  It  was  unjust ;  because  the  evidence  afforded  by  the 
ci^ively,  it  must  have  been  on  the  ground  assumed  I  prompt  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  ought  to  have 
b^i  ittr  Government,  that  the  French  decrees  were  ac-  |  satisfied  us  that  Great  Britain  was  sincerely  disposed 
tijjiv  repealrd  on  the  first  of  November.  1810.     The  (  to   maintain    and    preserve    pacific   relations    with  the 


Iscriminaie   plunder   and  destruction  of  our  com-  | 
rce  ;  the    capture  of  our  ships   by  the    cruisers  of ' 


Prcnce,  and  iheir  condemnation  by  her  courts,  and  by 
UtjEmperor  in  person;  his  repeated  and  solemn  dcc- 
lasltion  that  those  decrees  were  still  in  force,  and  con- 
■tjBited  the  tundamenlal  laws  oi  his  Empire,  at  a  pe- 
ri^ long  8ul)sequent  to  the  pretended  repeal;  seemed 
Us  finish  an-wer  sufficiently  conclusive  to  this  ques- 
tit4  i;  and  wr  cannot  but  lament  that  evidence  so  satis- 
f((  ory  to  th<!  rest  of;  the  nation  should  have  had  so 
li4  e  weight  with  that  Congress  whose  term  of  service 
h(    lately  expired. 

ut  this  important  question  is  now  definitively  an- 
s\^  red;  and  the  American  people  have  learned,  with 
aif  niahment,  the  depth  of  their  degradation.  The 
Fy  iich  Emperor,  as  if  ft>r  the  perfect  and  abswlute  hu- 
mfi  ation  of  our  Government,  and  for  the  annunciation 
U^  iie  world  that  he  held  us  in  utter  contempt,  reserved 
ti:I  May,  1H12,  the  oflSciai  declaration  of  the  fact,  that 
Le  decrees  were  not  repealed  until  April,  1811  ;  and 
|i,  not  in  consequence  of  his  »ense  of  their  injustice, 
[because  we  had  complied  with  the  condition  be  had 
^cribed  in  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Csdore,  incaus- 
our  rights  to  be  respected,"  by  a  resistance  to  the 
kish  orders  ;  and  be  has  since  added,  that  this  de- 
of  repeal  was  communicated  to  our  Minister  at 
;  8,  as  we!!  as  to  his  own  at  Washington,  to  be  made 
tMn  to  our  Cabinet.  As  the  previous  pledge  of  Great 
|ain  gave  the  fullest  assurance,  that  she  would  re- 
hcr  orders  as  soon  as  the  decrees  on  which  they 
vi^^;  founded  should  cease  to  exist;  and  as  her  sub- 
sci*  ont  conduct  leave*?  no  doubt  that  she  would  have 
b«i'Ji  faithful  to  her  promise,  we  can  never  too  much 
dtfjore  the  neglect  to  make  known  this  repeal,  whether 
it  4*  attributable  to  the  French  Government  or  our  own. 
■  to  the  foimcr  beldng  the  guilt  of  this  duplicity 
an<  falschooii,  every  iiiotive  of  interest,  and  every  in- 
cit  nent  of  'luty,  call  loudly  upon  our  .Administration 
to  reclaim  thiH  disgraceful  imposition  to  the  American 
pe'  >Ie  ;  not  only  as  it  would  serve  to  develope  the  true 
cb  acter  and  policy  of  France,  but  to  acquit  our  own 
offi  era  of  a  suppression  too  serious  to  be  overlooked  or 
for    .ven. 

I  ut  whatever  may  be  the  true  state  of  this  mysteri- 
ou  Irarisactijo,  the  promptness  with  which  Great 
Brwun  hasten?d  to  repeal  her  orders,  before  the  decia-  I 


United  States ;  and  all  wars  are  unjust,  the  objects  of 
which  can  be  attained  by  negotiation. 

It  was  unjust ;  because  the  whole  history  of  our  di- 
plomatic intercourse  with  Great  Britain  shows,  that  we 
never  induced  her  to  believe,  that  we  considered  the 
impressment  of  her  own  seamen,  on  board  our  mer- 
chant ships,  as  reasonable  ground  of  war;  and  we  had 
never  offered  her  the  alternative  of  war,  or  a  relinquish- 
ment of  the  practice. 

It  was  unjutit ;  because  the  pretensions  and  claims, 
on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  although  attended  with 
difficulties,  were  not  irreconcilable.  Great  Britain  did 
not  claim  the  right  to  impress  our  native  seamen.  She 
disavowed  the  practice,  in  all  cases,  when  the  fact  was 
made  known  to  her — she  restored  on  legal  evidence — 
she  had  recently  offered  to  return  all  who  were  of  that 
description,  of  whom  a  list  should  be  furnished  by  our 
Government ;  and  she  had,  many  years  before,  made 
such  offers  of  fair  and  amicable  arrangement  of  this 
whole  subject,  as,  to  two  distinguished  members  of  our 
present  Cabinet,  appeared  "both  honorable  and  advan- 
tageous." 

It  was  unjust ;  because  we  had  not  previously  taken 
all  the  reasonable  steps,  on  our  part,  to  remove  her  com- 
plaints of  the  seduction  dnd  employment  of  her  sea- 
men. This  is  made  manifest,  by  the  conduct  o(  the 
same  Congress  which  declared  the  war,  they  having 
admitted  the  propriety  of  obviating  those  complaints, 
by  an  act  passed  subsequent  to  the  commencement  of 
hostilities. 

No  Slate  in  the  (Tnion  can  have  a  greater  interest, 
or  feel  a  stronger  desire  to  protect  commerce,  and  main- 
tain the  legitimate  rights  of  seamen,  than  this  Com- 
monwealth. Owners  of  one-third  of  all  the  navigation, 
and  probably  furnishing  nearly  one-half  of  all  the  na- 
tive seamen  of  the  United  Slates,  we  are  better  enabled 
to  appreciate  the  extent  of  the  sufferings,  and  must  also 
be  presumed  to  sympathize  with  them,  more  sincerely 
than  the  cilixcns  of  Slates  destitute  of  commerce,  and 
whose  sons  are  not  engaged  in  its  prosecution  ;  lyiless 
it  be  admitted,  that  the  sufferers,  their  parenl-s,  relatives, 
and  friends,  are  less  interested  in  their  welfare  and  pro- 
tection, than  those  who  are  united  to  them  only  by  the 
feeble  ties  of  political  connexion. 

With  all  the  means  of  information  furnished  by  every 


raiim  of  war  by  the  United  States  was  known  to  her,  I  motive  of  duty,  and  every  inducement  of  interest,  we 
an^lhc  restoration  of  an  immense  amount  of  properly,  1  are  constrained  to  say,  that  this  evil  of  impressment 
thwi  within  her  power,  can  leave  but  little  doubt  that  has  been  grossly  exaggerated  ;  that  we  have  reason  to 
th-fwar,  on  our  part,  was  premature  ;  and  still  less,  believe,  an  honest  and  fair  proposal,  as  honestly  and 
the  perseverance  in  it  after  that  repeal  was  known  fairly  executed,  to  exclude  the  subjects  of  tJreat  Britain 
i  improper,  impolitic,  and  unjust.  from  the  service,  would  have  much  more  effectually  re- 

was  improper;  bi-cause  it  manifested,  in  this  par-  lieved  our  own  seamen,  and  more  essentially  advanced 
^ar  instance,  a  distrust  in  good  faith  and  disposition  their  interest,  than  a  re^^ort  to  war  ;  that  the  true  in- 
eace,  of  a  nation,  from  which  we  had  just  received  I  terests  of  the  United  Stiites  coincide  with  the  policy 
,'ndl  prod'  of  both.  I  adopted  by  all  other  countries  ;  and  that  we  should  be 

was  impolitic;  b«'f ause  it  gave  countenance  to  the  i  more  independent,  our   teamen  better   protected,  and 
^ge  of  a  subserviency  to  the  views  of  France,  and  \  our  country  eventually  more  prosperous,  by  renouncing 
In  ulterior   design  of  co-operating    with  her,  in  the    altogether   the  pretension  of  screening  and  employing 
pr  fclicate  and  enormous  project  of  subjugating  the  rest    British  seamen. 

of    lurope.  I      The  doctrine  of  natural  allegiance  is  too  well  found- 

Li  was  impolitic  ;  a*  it  intended  to  unite  all  descrip-  J  ed,  has  been  too  long  established,  and  is  too  consonant 
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with  the  permanent  interest,  the  peace  and  independ- 
ence of  all  nations,  to  be  liisturbed  for  the  purpose  of 
substituting  in  its  place  certain  visionary  notions,  to 
which  the  French  Revolution  gave  birth,  and  which, 
though  long  since  exploded  there,  seem  still  to  have  an 
unhappy  influence  m  our  country. 

Having  thus  found  the  avowed  causes  of  the  war, 
and  especially  the  motive  for  a  perseverance  in  it,  so 
wholly  inadequate,  to  justify  the  adoption  of  that  poli- 
cy, we  have  been  obliged  to  resort  to  other  and  more 
concealed  motives.  We  cannot,  however,  without  the 
most  conclusive  evidence,  believe,  although  the  mea- 
sures and  language  of  some  high  public  functionaries 
indicate  ihe  fact,  that  ambition  and  not  justice,  a  lust 
of  conquest  and  not  a  defence  of  endangered  rights, 
are  among  the  real  causes  of  perseverance  in  our  pres- 
ent hostUities. 

Must  we  then  add  another  example  to  the  catalogue 
of  Republics  which  have  been  ruined  by  a  spirit  of 
foreign  conquest  }  Have  we  no  regard  to  the  solemn 
professions  we  have  so  often  repealed,  none  to  the  ex- 
ample, none  to  the  precepts  of  Washington  ?  Is  it 
possible,  either  to  acquire,  or  to  maintain,  extensive 
foreign  conquest,  without  powerful  standing  armies  ? 
And  did  such  armies  ever  long  j)ermit  the  people  who 
were  so  imprudent  as  to  raise  and  maintain  them,  to 
enjoy  their  liberties  ^ 

Instances  of  military  oppression  have  already  oc- 
curred among  us;  and  a  watchful  people,  jealous  of 
their  rights,  must  have  observed  some  attempts  to  con- 
trol iheir  elections,  and  to  prostrate  the  civd  before  the 
military  authority.  If  the  language  of  some  men  high 
in  office — if  the  establishment  of  a  chain  of  military 
posts  in  the  interior  of  our  country — if  the  extensive 
preparations  which  are  made  in  quarters  where  inva- 
sion cannot  be  feared,  and  the  total  abandonment  and 
neglect  of  that  part  of  our  country  where  alone  it  can 
be  apprehended,  have  excited  our  anxiety  and  alarm, 
as  to  the  real  projects  of  our  rulers,  these  emotions 
have  not  been  diminished  by  the  recent  invasion,  seizure, 
and  occupation  of  the  territory  of  a  peaceable  and  un- 
offending neighbor. 

If  war  must  have  been  the  portion  of  these  United 
States — if  they  were  destined  by  Providence  to  march 
the  downward  road  to  slavery,  through  foreign  con- 
quest and  military  usurpation,  your  remonstrants  re- 
gret that  such  a  moment  and  such  an  occasion  should 
have  been  chosen  for  the  experiment;  that  while  the 
oppressed  nations  of  Europe  are  making  a  magnani- 
mous and  glorious  effort  against  the  common  enemy 
of  free  Stales,  we  alone — the  descendants  of  the  pilgrims 
— sworn  foes  to  civil  and  religious  slavery,  should  volun- 
tarily co-operate  with  the  oppressor  to  bind  other  na- 
tions in  his  chains ;  that,  while  diverting  the  forces  of  one 
of  his  enemies  from  the  mighty  conflict,  we  should  en- 
danger the  defenceless  territories  of  another,  in  whose 
ports  the  flag  of  our  independence  was  first  permitted 
to  wave,  now  struggling  for  existence,  beneath  his  iron 
grasp. 

Permit  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth, 
whose  citizens  have  been  ever  zealous  in  the  cause  of 
freedom,  and  who  contributed  their  utmost  efforts  for 
the  adoption  of  that  Constitution  under  which,  in  for- 
mer times,  we  enjoyed  so  much  prosperity,  most  re- 
spectfully, but  earnestly  to  entreat  and  conjure  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  nation,  by  the  regard  due 
to  our  liberties,  to  our  union,  to  our  civil  compact,  al- 
ready infringed — to  pause  before  it  be  too  late.  Let 
the  sober,  considerate,  and  honorable  Representatives  of 


OUT  sister  States,  in  which  diHerent  councils  prevail, 
ask  themselves — 

Were  not  the  territories  of  the  United  States  suflB- 
ciently  extensive  before  the  annexation  of  Louisiana, 
the  projected  reduction  of  Canada,  and  seizure  of  West 
Florida  \ 

Had  we  not  millions  upon  millions  of  acres  of  ancal- 
tivated  wilderness,  scarcely  explored  by  civilued  man? 

Could  these  acquisitions  be  held  as  conquered  prov- 
inces without  powerful  standing  armies  ?  and  would 
they  not,  like  other  infant  colonies,  serve  as  perpetual 
drains  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of  these  United  States! 
Or,  IS  it  seriously  intended  to  adopt  the  dangerous  pro- 
ject of  forming  them  into  new  Slates,  and  admitting 
them  into  the  Union,  without  the  express  consent  of 
every  member  of  the  original  confederacy  1  Would 
not  such  a  measure  have  a  direct  tendency  to  destroy 
the  obligations  of  that  compact,  by  which  alone  our 
Union  is  maintained  7 

Already  have  wc  witnessed  the  formation  and  ad- 
mission of  one  State  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  this,  loo,  in  opposition  to  the 
wihhes  and  efforts,  as  well  as  in  violation  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  some  of  the  parties  to  that  compact; 
and  the  determination  to  continue  that  practice,  and 
thereby  to  extend  our  Republic  to  regions  hitherto  un- 
explored, or  peopled  by  inhabitants  whose  habits,  lan- 
guage, religion,  and  laws  are  repugnant  to  the  genius 
of  our  Government,  is  openly  avowed. 

Against  a  practice  so  hostile  to  the  rights,  the  inter- 
ests, the  safety  of  this  State,  and  so  destructive  to  her 
political  power ;  so  subversive  of  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  very  principles  upon  which  it  is 
founded  ;  your  remonstrants,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  .Massachusetts,  feel  it  their 
duty  to  enter  their  most  deliberate  and  solemn  protest. 

If  an  extensive  confederated  Republic  is  to  be  main- 
tained, and  we  most  fervently  pray  that  it  may,  it  can 
only  be  l)y  a  free  communication  of  the  grievances  felt 
and  the  evils  apprehended,  tiy  any  of  its  members,  and 
by  a  prompt  and  liberal  remedy.  The  same  spirit  of 
concession  which  dictated  the  formation  and  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  should  be  kept  in  permanent  and 
perpetual  exercise. 

The  blessings  of  Government,  its  vigilance,  its  pro- 
tection, Its  rewards,  should  be  equally  and  impartially 
distributed,  and  its  burdens  as  equally  and  fairly  im- 
posed. No  portion  of  the  Union  ought  to  be  sacrificed 
to  the  local  interest,  passions,  or  aggrandizement  of 
others.  It  cannot,  however,  be  denied,  thai  causes 
have  occurred  to  disturb  the  balance,  which,  when  ad- 
justed, was  intended  to  form  the  principal  security  of 
our  present  compact.  But  the  remedy  is  in  the  power 
of  Congress,  and  we  look  to  their  wisdom  for  its  effi- 
cacious and  speedy  application. 

The  chief  motive  which  influenced  the  Eastern 
States  to  abolish  the  old  confederation,  and  to  surren- 
der a  greater  share  of  their  own  Sovereign  power,  as 
appears  by  the  recent  history  of  those  times,  was  the 
expectation  that  their  commerce  would  be  better  pro- 
tected by  the  National  Government. 

The  hardv  people  of  the  North  stood  in  no  need  of 
the  aid  of  the  South,  to  protect  them  in  their  liberties. 
For  this  they  could  safely  rely,  as  they  slways  had 
done,  on  their  own  valor.  But  it  was  an  important  ob- 
ject with  them,  that  every  aid,  facility,  and  encourage- 
ment, should  be  given  to  that  commerce  upon  which 
their  pro8[)erity  almost  exclusively  depended. 

To  insure  this  great  object,  a  very  unequal  propor- 
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lira  of  political  power  was  conceded  to  the  Southern 
^ite«-  The  representation  of  slaves  was  the  price 
Y  id  by  the  .Northern  Utates  for  the  stipulated  protec- 
tion and  encouragenient  of  their  trade,  and  for  an 
agreement  of  the  ^Southern  members  of  the  Union,  that 
'*■  -  public  bjrdens  should  be  appvortioned  according  to 
■resentatun.  £x()«nenc&.  however,  has  proved,  that 
Jiough  the  contract  on  our  part  hao  been  faithfully 
fi^ilUd,  botit  these  considerations  have  utterly  failed. 

indications  of  a  spirit  hostile  to  commerce  were  early 
vijble  amon^  some  of  those  who  now  contrel  the  des- 
^  J,es  of  our  Republic.  But  the  Father  of  his  Coun- 
W^  then  presided  in  our  Councils,  and  this  spirit  was 
xrtiquished.  Under  the  influence  of  the  wise,  and  lib- 
fs^\,  and  magnanimous  system,  adopted  and  pursued 
his  Administration,  commerce  was  indeed  cherish- 
eitended  and  protected;  and  the  stipulations  of  the 
stitution  were  fulfilled,  in  sincerity  and  good  faith, 
ince  that  period,  however,  the  same  spirit  has  arisen, 
I  has  exhibited  an  unrelenting  severity  in  the  exer- 
of  Its  »way — until,  at  length,  by  a  series  of  re- 
st^ctions,  utterly-  destructive  of  the  calculations  of  the 
mlrchant — by  prohibitions  and  double  duties — by  em- 
bargoes and  nbn-intercourse — and,  lastly,  by  war,  the 
ptiir  remains  of  the  commerce  which  once  covered  the 
DC  an  with  its,  sails,  have  been  nearly  annihilated. 

Sor  has  the  other  part  of  the  consideration  been  bet- 
te.  fviltilled— taxation  han  never,  except  in  one  instance, 
a)  J  that  tht  jne-hundredth  part  only  of  the  revenue 
rai  s«d  under  the  Constitution,  been  apportioned  ac- 
C(f  ding  to  representation  ;  and  with  what  reluctance 
itiwas  then  submitted  to  by  the  Southern  Htates, 
a'Ai  '>'ith  wliMt  tardiness  it  was  even  partially  collected, 
~     lie  record**  will  determine. 

f  the  two  hundred  and  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
ived  by  tho  Uniteil  State*,  under  the  operation  of 
t^  Federal  Government,  .Massachu setts  has  paid  up- 
%x-ds  of  forty  millions — an  amount  beyond  all  proper- 
tk,.i  to  her  poitical  weight  in  the  Union. 

f,  therefore",  the  revenues,  derived  from  thip  Com- 
m  nwealth,  lud  paid  into  the  National  Treaaur}',  had 
bt,  >n  preserved  in  her  own,  she  would  have  been  fully 
ct,  .ipetent  to  her  own  defence,  and  would  not  have 
b»f  n  obliged  to  solicit,  nor  experience  the  injustice  of 
a  Jefuaal  of  the  arms,  <or  which  she  has  long  since 
p»  d,  and  which  were  her  due  from  the  Cieneral  Gov- 
er  msnt.  What  good  cause  can  l>e  assigned  for  this 
re  jsal,  your  remon^rant^  are  wholly  unable  to  de- 
le nine.  No  discretion  is  by  law  vested  in  any  officer 
of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  this  subject.  Its 
visions  are  simple,  plain,  and  peremptory.  Your 
lonstranu,  therefore,  cannot  but  express  their  as- 
to  'ishment,  that  the  State  of  MassachusettB,  possessing 
a  Jacoast  m^ore  extensive  and  populous  than  that  of 
ax,  other  Stale  in  the  Union,  and  a  defenceless  fron- 
iHi  by  land,  should  not  only  be  entirely  abandoned  by 
til  (iovernuicnt  whi>«e  duty  it  is  to  protect  her,  but 
•ty^iild  also  be  refused  the  arms  for  her  own  defence  to 
wvich  she  i«  by  law  entitled.  They  cannot,  however, 
pwinit  them.cives  to  doubt,  that  Congress  will  forth- 
y^mi  adopt  such  menaureti,  as  will  render  to  this  Com- 
nj^iwealth  that  justice  which  the  Executive  Depart- 
Jai£it  has  refused. 

'-f  the  war  iu  which  we  have  been  rashly  plunged 
^1  i  Lndcrtaken  to  ap[>ease  the  resentment,  or  secure 
ta  favor  of  France,  deep  and  humiliating  must  be  our 
4v  ;»ppointmeTit.  For,  although  the  Emperor  is  lavish 
U!  "lu  proferuons  of  •  love  for  the  American  people," 
%  ilauda  our  ready  self-devotion,  and  declares  "  that 
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our  commerce  and  our  prosperity  are  within  the  scope 
of  his  policy,"  yet  no  reparation  has  been  made  or  of- 
fered for  the  many  outrages,  indignities,  and  insuluhe 
has  inflicted  on  our  Government,  nor  for  the  unnum- 
bered millions  of  which  he  has  plundered  our  citizens. 
And  when  we  consider  the  course  of  |)olicy  pursued  by 
our  Rulers,  m  their  external  relations  and  commercial 
restrictions,  from  the  prohibition  of  our  trade  to  8t. 
Domingo,  to  the  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Brit- 
taui  ;  that  this  course  often  received  his  o{>en  approba- 
tion, and  was  not  unfrequently  conformable  to  the 
system  which  he  himself  has  adopted — when  we  con- 
sider also  the  mysterious  secrecy  which  has  veiled  the 
corresjwndence  of  the  two  Governments  from  our  view  ; 
and,  al>ove  all,  when  we  consider,  that  in  many  in- 
stances the  most  important  measures  of  our  Govern- 
ment have  been  anticipated  in  Paris  long  l>efore  they 
were  known  to  the  American  {leople,  we  cannot  con- 
ceal our  anxiety  and  alarm  for  the  honor  and  independ- 
ence of  our  country.  And  wc  most  fervently  pray, 
that  the  sacriiices  we  have  already  made,  like  the  early 
concessions  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  of  Prussia  and 
Sweden,  may  not  be  the  preludes  to  new  demands  and 
new  concessions,  and  that  we  may  be  preserved  from 
all  political  connexion  with  the  commou  enemy  of  civil 
liberty. 

To  the  constituted  authorities  of  our  country  we 
have  now  stated  our  opinions  and  made  known  our 
complaints — opinions,  the  result  of  deliberate  reflection, 
and  complaints  •'  wrung  from  us  by  the  tortures  of 
that  cruel  policy"  which  has  brought  the  good  people 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  A  policy 
which  has  annihilated  that  commerce  so  essential  to 
their  prosperity ;  increased  their  burdens,  while  it  has 
diminished  their  means  of  8upfK>rt ;  provided  for  the 
establishment  of  an  immense  standing  army,  danger- 
ous to  their  liberties,  and  irreconcilable  with  the  ge- 
nius of  their  Constitution ;  destroyed  their  just  and 
Constitutional  weight  in  the  (ieneral  Government;  and, 
by  involving  them  in  a  disastrous  war,  has  placed  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy  the  control  of  the  fisheries — a 
treasure  of  more  ^ue  to  the  country  than  all  the  ter- 
ritories for  which  we  are  contending,  and  which  fur- 
nished the  only  means  of  subsistence  to  thousands  of 
our  citizens — the  great  nursery  of  our  seamen — and 
the  right  to  which  can  never  be  abandoned  by  New 
England. 

Under  such  circumstances,  silence  towards  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  treachery  to  the  people.  In  making 
this  solemn  reprec^entation  of  our  suflerings  snd  our 
dangers,  we  have  been  influenced  only  by  the  duty 
which  we  owe  to  our  constituents  and  our  country,  to 
our  consciences,  and  the  memory  of  our  fathers.  And 
to  the  Searcher  of  all  hearts  we  appeal  for  the  purity  of 
our  motives,  and  the  sincerity  of  our  declarations. 

Far  from  wishing  to  embarrass  the  Administration 
in  any  of  their  negotiations  for  peace,  we  cannot  but 
express  our  regret,  that  they  should  not  have  evinced 
a  sincere  desire  for  this  great  object,  by  accepting  some 
of  the  repeated  overtures  made  by  the  enemy  for  the 
suspension  of  hostilities.  And  permit  us,  in  conclu- 
sion, most  earnestly  to  request,  that  measures  may  im- 
mediately be  adopted  to  stay  the  sword  of  the  destroyer, 
and  to  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  human  blood ; 
that  our  invading  armies  may  be  forthwith  recalled 
within  our  own  territories;  and  that  every  etfort  of  oiu 
Rulers  may  be  8{)eedily  directed  to  the  attainment  of  a 
just  and  honorable  peace;  that  mutual  confidence  and 
commercial  prosperity   may    be  again    restored  to  our 
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distracted  and  sufienng  country  ;  and  that  by  an  up- 
right and  faithful  administration  of  our  Government, 
in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  ita  blessings  may 
t>e  equally  diffused  to  every  portion  of  the  Union. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  14,  1813. 
Read  and  accepted.     Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Speaker. 
In  the  Senate,  June  15th,  1813,  read  and  concurred. 
JOHN  PHILLIPS,  President. 

After  the  reading  of  the  remonstrance  was  con- 
cluded— 

Mr.  Pickering  moved  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  a  Conuniitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union. 

Mr  Robertson  objected  to  the  reference.   He 
had  heard  a  part  of  this  remoDstrance  read  with 
great  concern,  and  it  should    never  be  referred 
to  any  Committee  of  the  House   with   his  con- 
sent.    He  could  not  consent  that  that  part  of  the 
remonstrance  which  brought  inlo  view  anything 
relating  to  the  sovereignty  of  Louisiana,  should 
be  made  a  question    before   this   House  or  any 
committee  ol   the   House.     He  called  upon  intel- 
ligent members  on  all  sides  of  the  House  to  frown 
upon  anything  which  should  place  that  State  in 
a  light  different  from  any  other.      The  State  of 
Louisiana  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union   by 
laws  solemnly  passed  ;  she  had  been  guilty  of  no 
act  which  could  have  a  tendency  todeprive  Massa- 
chusetts of  any  right,  or  any  weight  in  the  Union. 
That  State  had  still  her  Constitutional  weight  in 
the  nation  ;  she  had  all  the  officers  belonging  to 
her.  and  was  deprived  of  no  right  to  which  any 
other  State  was  entitled.     If  she  had  not  that  ia- 
tiuence  in  the  nation  which  she  wisiied.  she  cer- 
tainly would  not  look  fur  its  diminuliun  id  the 
abridgment  of  any  Constitutional  right.    She  has 
experienced  none.     She  may  look  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  her  influence,  if  she  has  experienced  any, 
to  any  other  cause  quite  as  rationally  as  to  the  in- 
troduction of  Louisiana  into  the  Union.    Long  be- 
fore that  event,  the  Eastern  Stales  had  lost  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  that  influence  which  they  had 
previously  possessed  in  the  Union.     The   opera- 
tion  of  the   provisions  of   the  Constitution  had 
produced  that  effect.     As  it  regarded  that  portion 
of  the  remonstrance  which  adverts  to  the  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  to  the  manner  in  which 
it   has   been  conducted,   to  the  refusal  of  arms. 
&c. — these   portions  of  the  remonstrance  might 
give  rise  to  some  act,  and  might  or  might  not 
be  a  proper  subject  of  inquiry  by  the  House  of 
Representatives.     But  what   act  could  grow  out 
of  that  part  complaining  of  the  introduction  of 
Louisiana  into  the  Union  ?     Would  this   House 
be  so  lost  to  the  rights  of  Louisiana,  rights  equal 
to  those  of  any  other  State;  would  it   be  so  lost 
to  the  rights  of  that  State  as  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  petulant  and  unfounded  complaints 
against  the   parlicipaiioa   of  that   State   in   the 
Union?     Was  not  every  Stale  in    the  Union  in- 
terested in  guarding  against  the  slightest  approach 
to  the  investigation  of  the  sovereign   rights   of 
States  in  the  Lnion  ?     Mr.  R.  said  he  could  not, 
consistently    with    his   duty    to    the    respectable 
State  he  represented,  sit  silent  whilst  observa- 


tions which  be  would  term  at  least  indelicate 
towards  it.  were  proposed  to  be  seriously  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  Hou.^e;  to  have  with- 
held his  protest  on  this  occa.<:ion,  would  have 
manifested  a  want  of  respect  to  his  constituents 
and  to  himself,  a  want  of  feeling,  which  he  hoped 
never  to  be  guilty  of.  His  only  object  being  to 
express  his  sentiments  on  so  much  of  the  memo- 
rial as  relaies  to  Louisiana,  he  moved  to  except 
from  the  general  reference  of  this  memorial  so 
much  of  It  as  relates  to  the  admission  of  Louis- 
iana into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  said  he  would  make  a 
motion,  which  would   supersede   the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  that  the  petition 
should  lie  on  the  table  ;  which  be  did  from  a  be- 
lief that  It  would  be  the  most  proper  course  the 
House  could  take  with  an  instrument  like  that 
now  under  consideration — a  paper  without  a  par- 
allel, he  believed,  in  the  history  of  Government, 
certainly    unprecedented    in    this    Government. 
That   paper  commences  with  reminding   us   of 
our  duty  ;  it  may  not  here  be  improper  to  reflect 
for  a  moment  on  the  nature  of  our  duties — on 
what  are  our  Constitutional  rights  and  privileges, 
and   what  are  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that 
1  body  which  has  come  forward  with  this  remon- 
I  strance.     The  Constitution  has  granted  to  us  ex- 
pressly and  exclusively  the   power  of  declaring 
,  war.  and   raising  armies,  4&c.     No  one  can  con- 
I  tend  that  these  powers  belong  to  the  individual 
States;    and   whilst  the    right   of  remonstrance 
against  the  measures  of  Government  cannot  be 
questioned,    the    occasion    will    rarely    present 
Itself  when  the  Legislature  of  a  State  could  be 
^  authorized    to  erect  themselves  into  a   board  of 
I  censors  on   the  conduct  of  the  General  Govern- 
I  ment.     Mr.  F.  then  adverted  to  the  language  of 
this  document  in  relation  to  the  war.    If  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  State  of  the  Union,  in   what  an   absurd 
dilemma  would  the  national  councils  be  involv- 
ed ?     A  year  ago   they  deemed   it  necessary  to 
declare  war — and  now.  without  an   overture  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  whilst  ihe  arm  of  the  na- 
tion is  extended,  to  go  into  a  committee  on  such 
strange  productions  as  this,  would  tend  to   para- 
lyze the  national  arm.  and  violate  the  feelings  (he 
had  almost  said  the  character)  of  the  people  who 
sent  us  here.    The  memorial  on  the  table,  Mr.  F. 
said,  among  other  insinuations  against  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House  and  nation,  contained   one 
which,  if  applied  to  him  individually,  he  would 
pronounce  false  and   unfounded — he  meant   the 
charge  of  foreign  influence.     He  would  not  for 
a   moment  stoop  to  investigate  such  a  charge. 
The  general  tenor  of  the  remonstrance,  indeed, 
Mr.  F.  said,  was   indecorous  in  manner  and  er- 
roneous in  fact. 

It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  in  determining  what 
course  this  body  ought  to  pursue  in  relation  to 
that  paper,  to  reflect  for  a  moment  what  had  been 
the  history  of  this  Government  for  eight  or  tea 
years  past.  Within  that  time,  remonstrances  had 
been  addressed  to  this  Legislature  from  the  same 
source  exactly  contradictory  of  each  other.     la 
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03  aod  i804.  our  tables  were  loaded  with  re- 
ijoustrancjjs  agaiust  injuries  of  the  belligerents. 
rticularlV  of  England.  We  were  then  told  that 
ie  measures  of  England  were  calculated  for  the 
sifuclioo  of  our  comnQerce — the  magnanimity 
id  spirit  of  the  Government  were  invoked  to 
t  forth  lis  arm  and  save  Massachusetts  from 
e  losses  >he  incurrred  by  British  depredations 
I  our  commerce.  Our  Government  sent  a  Min- 
er Extraordinary  to  England.  The  people 
ving  become  afterwards  disgusted  with  a  pro- 
iMCted  diplomatic  discussion,  restrictive  measures 
liere  resorted  to,  to  enforce  negotiation,  not  to 
(I'slroy  commerce.  The  embargo  was  next  re- 
sorted to,  but  that  and  ail  other  measure  were 
<»)posed  by  the  party  which  has  forwarded  this 
r  temoriai.  notwit:hstanding  that  section  of  the 
I'nion  hitd  emphatically  called  on  us  to  protect 
I  jeir  interests.  They  opposed  the  very  measures 
I  (ey  had  called  for — because,  in  calling  on  the 
C  leaeral  (Government  to  act,  they  bad  submitted 
I  )e  mode  of  action  to  its  discretion.  It  was  said 
I \e  British  Government  never  would    negotiate 

V  iider  our.  restrictive  measures,  but  they  did — 
it  fid  Erskipe's  arrangement  was  made.  [Mr.  F. 
'  as  here  palled  to  order  by  a  gentleman  on  the 
,  'ederal  s.»de.  The  Speaker  said,  Mr.  F.  had 
I  iDged  too  widely  in  the  debate.]  Mr.  F.  said, 
J  e  would  ^ot  persist  if  out  of  order;  nor  even  if 
]  were  uiijpleasaat,  as  it  appeared  to  be  to  gentle- 
1  jea  OD  the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  hear  the 
I  'capitulation  of  facts  in  relation  to  our  foreign 
'  5ncerns.  He  must  plead,  as  his  excu.>.e  for 
:  inging  widely  on  this  occasion,  the  singularity 
1  i  the  paper  now  before  the  House.  It  is  not 
(  ipected  by  the  warmest  advocate  of  the  memo- 
1  al,  if  advocate  it  has  in  this  House,  that  we  can 
)  -peal  our  dfdaraiion  of  war, and  recall  our  Army 
;;  oU  Navy  tVom  the  fight,  under  present  circura- 
'^!  .aoces.  And  in  respect  to  Louisiana,  he  consid- 
'.  red  it  equally  improper  to  question  her  rights 
1  f  :;overti^nty  as  u  would  be  to  questiuo  those 
I  i  New  York.     He  could  not,  therefore,  on  any 

^ew  of  the  subject,  consent  to  refer  this  remon- 
r  (ranee. 

V  Mr.  Pic  KERiNO  waived  his  motion  for  reference 
,i  »  a  Committee  ol  the  Whole  ;  he  had  no  objec- 
•(  on  ihat  for  the  present  the  memorial  should  lie 
'i  a  the  table.  He  would  at  this  time  make  a  re- 
i   a.-k  or   two  only,  in  reply  to  what   had   fallen 

♦ding  Louisiana  to  us,  was  ratified.  My  col- 
♦  ague,  Juijn  Q,uiticy  Adams,  voted  for  its  ratifica- 
Joa.  1  bbg  leave  to  say,  there  was  not  a  man 
lien  in  the  Senate  who  supposed  another  State 
flight  tie  admitted  beyond  the  original  boundary 

}l  the  Uuion.     In  proof  of  which,  I  recollect  that 
(r.  Adaiiiti   argued   that  the  Constitution  might 
30  arut-aded  as   to  admit  the  introduction  of 
joh  St;^ies ;  and,  a  very  few  days  afier  the  rati- 
cation  of  the  treaty  just  mentioned,  he  laid  upon 
;!  le  table  af  the  Senate  a  proposition  so  to  amend 
'(le-  Constitution. 

Mr.  Jaukson.  of  Virginia,  said,  that  although 


om  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana.    1  was,  said 


because  the  gentleman's  back  was  towards  him. 
He  had  therefore  had  no  opportunity  of  judging 
of  its  contents.  As  he  doubted  whether  it  was 
conformable  to  rule  that  papers  should  receive 
their  customary  reading  from  members  of  the 
House,  he  hoped  the  memorial  would  be  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  reading  by  a 
member  was  a  reading  in  the  view  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
read  a  second  time. 

For  the  motion,  65;  against  it.  90. 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  did  not  rise  now  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  any  argument  on  the 
merits  of  this  remonstrance.  II  he  had  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  cor- 
rectly, he  had  said  that  there  was  not  a  Senator 
in  1804  who  believed  that  new  States  might  be 
admitted  beyond  the  original  boundary  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Pickehino  explained.  He  did  not  remem- 
ber to  have  heard  that  a  word  was  said  by  any 
member  of  the  Senate  in  his  place  intimating 
that  the  Constitution,  as  it  then  existed,  author- 
ized the  admission  into  the  Uaion  of  any  terri- 
tory beyond  its  original  limits.  And  that  this 
general  opinion  prevailed  was  further  proved,  by 
the  fact,  that  in  a  few  days  after  the  treaty  passed 
the  Senate,  Mr.  Adams  otfered  an  amendineot  to 
the  Constitution  on  this  head. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  that  if  the  gentleman  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate  at  the  time,  he  could  put 
him  in  mind  of  a  debate,  which  took  place  there, 
which  would  induce  him  to  retract  the  opinioa 
he  had  just  expressed.  When  the  same  subject 
was  under  discussion,  a  member  of  the  Senate 
from  South  Carolina,  who  was  in  the  Conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution,  rose  and  read 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes 
the  admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and 
declared  that  the  member  who  originally  moved 
that  article  in  the  Convention,  said,  at  the  time 
be  offered  it,  that  he  had  in  his  eye  the  conquest 
of  Canada,  not  of  Louisiana,  but  what  amounts 
to  the  same  thing  in  principle,  of  a  territory  not 
then  belonging  to  the  United  States.  This  was 
said  with  the  doors  open  ;  and  Mr.  A.  said  he  had 
believed,  after  thai,  that  there  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Senate,  unless  it  was  Mr.  Adams,  who  had 
committed  himself,  that  did  not  believe  that  the 
true  construction  was.  that  Congress  might  erect 


r.  P.,  a  Haember  of  the  Senate,  when  the  treaty     new  States  out  of  territory  they  might  acquire. 

This  fact  must   be  in  tne  recollection  of  every 
person  then  a  member  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Pickering  said  he  had  been  a  member  at 
that  time,  and  had  not  the  slightest  recollection 
of  such  an  observation  having  been  made  as  that 
just  referred  to.  In  confirmation  of  the  state- 
ment he  had  made  on  this  head,  he  recollected  an 
opinion  he  had  then  made  up,  that  though  no  one 
tnen  pretended  that  the  Constitution  authorized 
the  admission  of  this  territory,  yet  it  would  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  process  of  lime.  This 
opinion  satisfied  him,  that,  whatever  others  might 
hear,  nothing  had  come  to  his  ears  at  that  time 
ii  his  saai^,  he  had  not  heard  the  memorial  read,    coDtradicting  the  impressiuo  he  had  stated. 
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Mr.  Wright  said  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  and  present  at  the  ratification  of  the 
Loaisiana  Treaty-;  and  he  believed  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  presented  this  memorial  opposed 
the  ratification  of  that  treaty,  as  he  had  done  al- 
most every  act  which  appeared  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  Administration.  His  colleague,  (Mr. 
Adams.)  however,  was  then  taking  a  review  of 
his  conduct,  and  becoming  friendly  to  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Administration.  He  was  so  anxious 
for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  our  Union, 
that  he  declared  hi»  intention,  if  necessary,  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  wiih 
that  view.  And  I  do  well  recollect,  said  Mr.  W., 
the  dialogue  embracing  the  remark  which  has 
been  quoted  of  a  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

The  Speaker  here  recommended  that  a  stop 
should  be  put  to  this  desnltory  debate;  and  fre- 
quently in  the  course  of  the  following  debatp  en- 
deavored to  limit  the  members  to  a  discussion  of 
the  mere  question  before  them. 

Mr.  BiGELow  said  that  this  petition  contained 
important  matter  ;  that  it  was  decent  and  re- 
spectful in  Its  terms,  and  entitled  to  attention. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  as  many  had  complained 
that  they  had  not  heard  it  .read,  that  it  would  be 
printed  for  general  information.  He  hoped  that 
a  spirit  of  conciliation  would  prevail  on  all  sides; 
that  ihe  reasons  urged  by  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts might  be  fairly  and  candidly  consid- 
ered. If  those  reasons  had  weight,  let  the  griev- 
ances complained  of  be  redressed.  If  not,  let  the 
people  of  that  State  be  convinced  of  their  error 
by  the  answer  to  be  returned  to  them.  Mr.  B. 
moved  to  print  the  remonstrance. 

Mr.  Wright  hoped  the  remonstrance  would 
not  be  printed.  He  hoped  nobody  wanted  a  copy 
of  it ;  sure  he  was  that  he  did  not.  As  to  refer- 
ring It  to  a  committee,  he  should  beiiappy  to  see 
it  referred  to  the  Attorney  General  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  whom  he  thought  its  libellous  character 
entitled  it  to  be  sent. 

A  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Roberts,  McKee,  and  Bigelow,  on  the  former 
practice  of  the  House  in  printing  papers  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  the  Legislatures  of  States  in 
relation  to  the  measures  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Montgomkry  considered  it  important  that 
the  House  should  meet  this  paper,  and  expose  its 
fallacy,  which  they  could  not  be  enabled  to  do  as 
well  from  its  bare  reading  as  if  it  were  printed 
and  before  them.  He  wished  an  opportunity  for 
himself  of  examining  it  at  leisure,  and  reading  it 
over  and  over  again.  He  wished  at  the  same 
time  that  the  House  should  meet  its  reasoning 
and  confute  it,  as  he  believed  they  might  read- 
ily do. 

Mr.  Macon  regretted  that  any  objection  had 
been  made  lo  printing  this  paper.  If  we  have 
been  in  error,  said  he,  no  man  can  object  to  be- 
ing convinced  of  it.  It  is  certainly  impossible 
for  any  man  to  understand  distinctly  so  long  a 
paper  from  merely  hearing  it  read.  Suppose  this 
representation  had  been  a  very  able  argument  to 
show  that  our  measures  are  correct,  should  we 


object  to  its  publication  ?  I  apprehend  not.  Mas- 
sachusetts has  done  what  other  States  have  done 
before  her.  She  has  thought  proper  to  animad- 
vert on  our  proceedings;  and  she  is  entitled  to 
precisely  the  same  respect  as  every  other  State, 
and  every  other  State  to  the  same  respect  as  her. 
We  come  here  as  equals,  and  I  hope  as  brothers. 
All  truth  asks  is  fair  play.  If  truth  be  on  our 
side,  as  I  verily  believe  it  is,  we  are  impregnable. 
The  cause  of  truth  will  prevail  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  lie  could  not  for  his  part 
consent  that  so  much  of  this  memorial  as  relates 
to  Louisiana  should  even  be  printed.  He  could 
not  consent  to  give  countenance  in  any  way  to  a 
paper  which  speaks  of  the  introduction  of  Louis- 
iana into  the  Union  as  a  violation  of  the  rights 
of  any  of  ihe  States.  However  the  sentiments 
of  that  memorial  in  relation  lo  other  matters  dif- 
fered from  his  own,  he  had  no  objection  to  their 
circulation.  But  with  respect  to  the  question  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  which  ought  not  to  be  ap- 
proached, which  must  not  be  acied  on,  he  could 
consent  to  no  act  which  should  give  to  that  pa- 
per, character  or  consequence  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation.  He  therefore  moved  lo  except,  from  the 
motion  for  printing,  such  part  of  the  memorial  as 
related  to  Louisiana. 

In  addition  to  the  complete  and  conclusive  re- 
ply already  given  to  the  gentleman  from  Mass- 
chuseits  (Mr.  Pickering)  he  would  say.  that  ad- 
mitting Ihe  staiement  made  by  the  gentleman  to 
be  true,  as  he  was  convinced  thageotleman  be- 
lieved it  to  be,  yet  the  United  Srates  were/unc- 
(us  officio  as  to  the  introduction  of  this  Slate  into 
the  Union.  The  question  cannot  now  be  moved 
in  this  House.  As  a  Constitutional  question,  it 
may  come  before  the  Judiciary,  the  tribunal  for 
deciding  such  questions;  but  he  believed  ihey 
would  hardly  undertake  lo  discuss  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  introduction  of  any  Siate  into  the 
Union.  I  have  endeavored,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  make 
no  remarks  which  could  be  construed  into  an  in- 
delicacy towards  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts  ;  but 
is  the  language  of  the  memorial  delicate?  Is  it 
fair  lo  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  lo  act  in  this  man- 
ner. There  may  be  States  in  the  Union  whose 
religion,  whose  moral  habits,  whose  permission 
of  slavery,  may  be  disagreeable  to  the  Stale  of 
Massachusetts  ;  but  all  these  things  were  known 
before,  and  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  our 
happy  Union,  and  were  not  considered  sufficient 
obstacles  to  prevent  its  formation.  Shall  ihey 
then  be  considered  of  suflScient  importance  to  en- 
danger its  existence?     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  Wright  asked,  as  a  question  of  mere  order, 
whether  any  paper  was  admissible  in  this  House, 
charging  the  Government,  in  terms,  with  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  was  a  matter  entirely 
for  the  decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Ingehsoll  said  he  should  vote  for  print- 
ing this  memorial  entire,  notwithstanding  what 
appeared  to  him  to  be  an  excitement  of  just  and 
honorable  feeling  in  the  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
iana  against  the  part  he  wished  lo  except.  He 
should  vote  for  priatiog  it,  because   he  was  of 
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0  ioion  thiat  it  was   high  time  to  meet   this  me- 

V  jnal  aii(}  all  such  papers  oa  the  floor  of  this 
t  ouse  with  reason  aad  argument,  instead  of  fer- 

V  ir  and   p«ssion.  which   had  generally  been  ap- 
[  ied  on  5-tmilar  occasions. 

'  Mr.  RobERT.s  said  he  was  still  unfriendly  to 
t  e  prinliiig  of  this  memorial,  if  it  were  only  for 
\e,e  perfec*  novelty  of  thus  questioning  the  sover- 
vf^nty  of  a  State.  He  was  of  opinion  that  a  ques- 
aX>n  oughj  to  be  settled,  preliminary  to  printing 
tjis  paper  whether  the  sovereignty  of  a  State 
t*ght  in  apy  way  to  be  questioned.  He  hoped  it 
■v^ould  lie  on  the  table  and  not  be  printed. 
•■jThe  qu^tion  was  taken  on  the  remonstrance 
ITing  on  tijie  table,  and  carried  without  a  division. 
ii'The  quijstion  recurred  on  the  motion  to  print 
*  e  paper,  and  fir?t  on  the  amendment  thereto 
oposed  by  Mr.  Robertson. 
Mr.  Fksk  of  Vermont  spoke  in  favor  of  printing. 
||te  considered  the  remonstrance  of  an  extraor- 
dinary character,  and,  if  not  intended  to  effect 
yme  extraordinary  purpose  where  it  originated, 
lie  course  now  proposed  to  be  taken  would  give 
ilthat  effect.  If  the  statements  contained  in  that 
fjlper  couid  not  be  met,  it  was  hi^h  time  that  the 
]Sirty  at  whom  they  were  levelled  was  out  of 
j*twer.  IT  it  should  be  refused  a  hearing,  the  im- 
ess.^ion  vjrould  prevail  that  it  was  unanswerable, 
spirit  of  dissatisfaction  had  reigned  in  the  quar- 
r  wheni  e  this  memorial  came,  though  it  had 
t  before  been  presented  to  this  House.  This 
icit  of  opposition  would  be  the  evil  genius  of 
ecountry,  unle^3  it  was  quieted  by  a  decisive 
^  ply.  llhis  paper  contained  statements,  which, 
vnlh  all  tlie  deference  he  was  disposed  to  pay  to  the 
1  legislatui-e  of  Massachusetts,  were  erroneous  and 
These  statements  were  before  the 
e.  Their  good  sense  would  doubtless  re- 
jte  them  ;  but  he  also  wished  to  see  them  refuted 
\  this  House. 

'  Mr.  FisK,  of  Niiw  York,  opposed  the  printing, 
^■r^dcause  ub  object   appeared    requiring  it,  as  no 
ejislative  act  could  grow  out  of  it. 
Mr.  Rhpa  spoke  in  favor  of  printing,  because 
e  had  not  been  able  to  hear  the  paper  read. 
Mr.  Calhoun  said  if  his  vuie  for  printing  this 
emonal  could  be  conceived  as  la  any  way  coun- 
financing  the  doctrines  it  contained,  he  certainly 
j^ould  not  vote'for  it.     He  certainly  never  would 
.^AJuntenaQce  what  might  he  considered  a  decla- 
i  ition  of  war  by  one  State  against  another.    When 
i  tj  gave  a  vote  to  publish  this  paper,  he  should  do 
J     because  gentlemen  had  said  they  had  not  an 
i  pportuiiity  of  hearing  it  distinctly  when  it  was 
*i  r-ad.     As  to  the  subject  of  the  remonstrance,  he 
ras  ready  to  meet  it.     Congress  had  declared  war 
om  necessity  alone,  and    that  they  would   al- 
ys  be  willing  and  able  to  viudicaie  its  justice 
■  necessity,  he  had  not  the  least  doi'bt. 

,  Mr.  F.\RRow  said  he  had  not  heard  the  whole 
|f  the  remonstrance  read,  but  he  had  heard  more 
jraan  enmigh  of  it.     He  re^jretted  the  consump- 
on  of  time  about  this   affair,  and   opposed   its 
rioting.     Every  member  who  wished  had  an  op- 
ortuoity  to  read  it  at  the  Clerk's  (able — he  would 
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assure  those  who  were  desirous  of  reading  it,  they 
would  never  find  him  in  their  way. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  should  vote  against  printing  as 
unnecessary  ;  because,  when  the  subject  should 
be  taken  up  again,  if  no  other  gentleman  did,  he 
should  move  a  reference  of  the  memorial  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  a  de- 
tailed report  on  it.  He  considered  the  memorial, 
though  addres:>ed  to  this  House,  as  an  appeal  to 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  the  United 
States,  Irom  the  decision  of  Congress — he  there- 
fore wished  a  report  which  should  expose  the 
fallacy  of  its  arguments. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  had  heard  so  much  of  the 
memorial  when  read  as  to  know  that  it  was  inde- 
corous and  treasonable  in  its  language, and  charged 
the  House  with  being  under  French  influence, 
and  with  having  violated  the  Consiilutioa.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  memorial,  m 
all  ils  moods  and  tenses.  Gentlemen,  he  believed, 
were  about  to  vote  for  printing  this  paper,  who,  if 
they  had  heard  it  read,  would  have  spurn«d  it 
from  the  table.  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  drawn  up  a 
resolution  that  the  memorial  was  indecorous  ami 
ought  not  to  be  received.  He  recollected  a  me- 
morable case  in  the  Senate,  of  a  memorial  from 
certain  Quakers  denouncing  all  slaveholders  as  in 
the  high  road  to  the  devil.  The  memorial  was 
received  and  read,  and  afterwards  leave  was  given 
to  the  memorialists  to  withdraw  their  memo- 
rial. The  State  of  Massachusetts  had  been  equally 
represented  with  other  States,  and  its  members 
heard  on  the  subject  of  the  declaration  of  war — 
and  yet  they  now  came  forward  and  declared  it 
unconstitutional.  Surprise  at  this  remonstrance, 
however,  in  a  great  degree  ceases,  when  we  re- 
flect that  it  proceeded  from  the  same  body,  and  I 
have  little  doubt  from  the  .%ame  pen.  too.  which 
the  other  day  solemnly  declared  it  was  contrary 
to  their  religion  to  rejoice  in  the  successes  of  the 
arms  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Benijo.n  said  the  gentleman  need  not  wmce 
so  much  at  the  charge  of  foreign  influence.  Did 
he  not  recollect  calling  the  other  day  on  the 
friends  of  Britain  in  this  House  to  come  forth,  dec. 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  wrong.  He  had  suppressed  a  part  of 
the  evidence  ;  and  whoever  gives  but  halt  of  the 
evidence  in  any  case  is  guilty  o[ suppress io  veri. 
He  had,  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  quoted  Cas- 
tlereagh's  word> — •  the  friends  of  Great  Britain 
in  Congress."  It  was  on  record  that  he  had  used 
the  expression,  and  Mr.  W.  had  quoted  it.  It 
was  for  gentlemen  on  the  other  ude  to  repel  the 
charge. 

Mr.  Brigham  spoke  in  favor  of  treating  this 
petition  with  all  the  respect  due  to  its  importance 
and  the  respectable  source  from  which  it  came. 
He  was  sorry  that  a  disposition  was  raanilested 
to  prevent  the  remonstrance  from  coming  fairly 
before  the  House.  This  memorial  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  Congress  by  Massachusetts  in  the  day 
of  her  distress.  Should  not  the  people  of  that 
State  have  the  liberty  ofstaling  their  complaints? 
He  should  be  sorry  to  see  gentlemen  frown  on 
the  peiitioa  of  aa  ladividual.  much  less  of  the 
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State  of  Massachusetts,  for  whom  he  claimed  no 
othfr  respect  or  distinction  than  that  to  which 
all  the  States  in  the  Union  were  entitled. 

Mr.  BiGELow  adverted  to  the  illiberality  of 
placing  reliance  on  the  declarations  of  the  agents 
of  foreign  Governments  in  relation  to  our  parlies 
at  home.  He  quoted  the  French  correspondence 
in  1797  or  1798.  speaking  with  certainty  of  a 
party  at  the  control  of  France  in  this  country. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  make  such  a  charge ;  but 
if  the  declaration  of  one  foreign  Minister  was 
entitled  to  credit,  the  declaration  of  another  for- 
eign Minister  was  equally  so. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that  whenever  the  subject  of 
British  or  French  influence  was  started  in  this 
House,  the  members  did  just  what  the  two  Gov- 
ernments of  Great  Britain  and  France,  equal  in 
wickedness,  wished  us  to  do — widening  divisions 
already  sufficiently  obvious.  Does  either  of  those 
nation?,  said  he,  love  a  free  Government?  Has 
either  of  them  ever  protected  a  free  Government 
anywhere?  If  those  Governments  ever  have  a 
secret  understanding  with  people  among  us,  they 
will  not  let  you  know  with  whom  ;  but  they  will 
throw  out  hints,  and  make  public  declarations 
and  insinuations,  to  sow  distrust  among  a  people 
who  are  free,  and  whom  they  therefore  envy  and 
hate.  Let  us  not  then  help  them  in  the  work,  but 
bear  with  one  another. 

Mr.  Baylies  rose  to  support  the  remonstrance. 
Being  a  Representative  from  the  Stale  which 
had  transmitted  it — a  State  whose  blood  had 
flowed  as  freely  as  that  of  any  other  in  support 
of  our  independence  ;  a  Slate  which  contributed 
as  much  to  support  it  as  any  other — it  was  cer- 
tainly incumbent  on  him.  to  do  his  utmost  that 
this  memorial  should  be  disposed  of  in  a  respect- 
ful manner.  Why  had  this  memorial,  which  all 
appeared  to  admit  to  be  couched  in  respectful 
language,  called  forth  the  indignation  of  gentle- 
men ?  The  Legislature,  availing  itself  of  its  Con- 
stitutional right,  had  performed  that  duty  which, 
as  guardians  of  the  people's  rights,  they  owed  to 
their  constituents  ;  and  he  trusted,  whatever 
might  be  said  out  of  the  House,  that  the  doctrine 
never  would  be  countenanced  on  this  floor,  that 
after  a  measure  has  become  a  law,  it  is  not  ad- 
missible to  oppose  it.  Mr.  B.  spoke  of  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  as  being 
very  great,  and  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
memorial  very  general.  He  urged  a  temperate 
consideration  of  it,  and  reply  or  refutation  of  it 
if  the  people  were  proved  to  be  in  error.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  charged  this  with 
being  a  treasonable  paper,  and  of  course  the  Le- 
gislature as  being  guilty  of  treason.  A  proper 
respect  for  Massachusetts  and  himself,  Mr.  B. 
said,  forbade  any  other  reply  to  such  remarks, 
than  that  the  honoralle  gentleman  was  as  igno- 
rant of  the  principles  of  free  Government  as  he  was 
of  the  character  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts. 

The  motion  to  except  from  printing  that  part 
of  the  memorial  which  relates  to  Louisiana,  was 
negatived ;  and  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  be 
printed — yeas  108. 


PK0TE8T  OF  MINORITV. 

Mr.  Richardson  presented  an  address  of  the 
minority  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, protesting  against  the  statements  and 
principles  contained  in  the  remonstrance  above 
slated,  as  unseasonable  in  their  origin,  reprehen- 
sible in  language,  erroneous  in  facts,  and  perni- 
cious in  their  effects. — Read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Address  is  as  follows: 

Protest  of  the  minority  of  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  the  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature 
thereof  against  the  war  and  other  measures  of  the 
General  Government. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled — 

The  undersigned  committee,  chosen  by  the  minoritj 
of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth ol  Massachusetts,  beg  leave  to  represent,  that 
they  have  perceived  with  extreme  regret  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  this  State,  in  their  present  session,  have 
presented  a  remonstrance  to  Congress,  denouncing 
the  Administration  of  the  General  Government,  repro- 
bating the  war  as  improper,  impolitic,  and  unjust,  im- 
peaching the  motives  of  the  Congress  which  deelared 
it,  excusing  and  justifying  all  the  aggressions  and 
outrages  of  Great  Britain,  and  charging  a  majority  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  with  wantonness,  am- 
bition, oppression,  and  cruelty.  While  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  is  steadily  pursuing  that  course 
of  policy  which  alone  can  secure  a  safe,  equitable, 
honorabls,  and  permanent  peace,  and  are  actually  ne- 
gotiating to  effect  it,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  what 
good  motive  could  induce  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
to  vote  a  remonstrance  so  treasonable  in  ila  origin,  rep- 
rehensible in  its  language,  erroneous  in  its  facts  and 
principles,  and  pernicious  in  its  effects. 

Who  that  is  American  can  but  feel  indignant  to  hear 
it  stated  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State  that  we  ought  to 
have  resisted  the  French  decrees,  agreeably  to  the  de- 
mand of  the  British  Government  ?  That  we  have  se- 
duced her  seamen  from  their  allegiance,  and  that  we 
have  invaded  the  territory  of  a  peaceable  and  unof- 
fending neighbor''  Where  is  the  man,  who  values 
his  reputation,  who  would  not  indignantly  frown  at 
the  insinuation,  that  war  was  waged  from  motives  of 
ambition  or  lust  of  conquest  7  that  we  are  leagued 
with  France  to  oppress  the  European  nations,  and  that 
our  Government  have  established  a  chain  of  military 
posts  "  to  prostrate  the  civil  to  the  military  authority  "*" 
And  what  man,  not  altogether  exclusively  British,  can, 
without  the  deepest  mortification,  read  a  remonstrance 
which,  in  time  of  war  and  pending  negotiation,  should 
take  the  enemy's  ground,  support  their  claims,  and 
justify  their  aggressions  ?  We  assure  the  Congress 
and  people  of  the  United  States  that  we  utterly  pro- 
test against  the  statements  and  principles  contained 
in  that  humiliating  remonstrance.  It  appears  to  us  too 
much  like  the  attempt  of  a  disappointed  and  malignant 
faction,  who,  to  obtain  power,  would  trample  on  the 
rights  and  libertiesof  their  country.  We  do  not,  how- 
ever, apprehend  that  any  faction  in  this  country  have 
either  the  power  or  the  nerve  to  effect  a  purpose  of 
this  sort.  We  trust  and  sincerely  believe  that  the 
people  would  resist,  and  etTectually  suppress,  every  at- 
tempt to  sever  or  weaken  our  bond  ol  Union.  We 
arc  aware  that  it  i«  ia  times  of  calanuty  and  war  that 
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l»mbitiou8  and  designing  men  will  be  tempted  to  stir 
iup    the   people  to  opposition    and   rebellion.     But  we 
LrQ  aasiired  thol  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  thin 
^tate  would,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
fretist  all   opposition   to  the   laws   and  government  of 
heir  country.     VV't-  believe  the  war  to  be  just  and  ne- 
easary  ;  that  the  Government  have  invariably  main- 
ined  strict  justice  and    impartiality  towards   the  bel- 
ligerents of  Europe  ;  that  they  have   submitted  to   an 
jaccumulation  of  wrongs  which  no  other  nation  would 
«have  endured  ;    they  have  negotiated  until  negotiation 
Swaa  vain  ;  that  it  is  their  intention,  as  it  is  their  duty, 
■fio    protect    the    rights  of  commerce   and    of  sailors, 
'.  '  peaceably  if  they  can,    forcibly  if  they  must;"  that 
iiince  the   pretended   repeal  of  the   Orders  in  Council, 
Jbvery  pacific  advance  has  been  made,  both  by  the  Ei- 
•Yeculive    and  by  Congress,  which  was  consistent  with 
ihe  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  we  are 
Jwdling    to  endure  all  the  evils    and   privations  of  this 
i^itT,  and  to  expend  our  property  and  our  blood  in  its 
Lrosecution.     We  hope  the  Legislature  of  Maasachu- 
^lU  havo    better  evidence   of  their  consistency,  pru- 
dence, patriotism,  and  love  of  peace,  than  is  contained 
■Jn  their  extraordinary  remonstrance. 
R     We  wish   for  peace,  but  we  fear  that    this  remon- 
strance, if  it  has  any  effect,  will  tend  to  prevent  rather 
;  l^han  to  accomplish  it.     We  hope  that  the  very  proper 

Eurse  adopted  by  the  Administration  to  effect  a  peace, 
ill  meet  with  the  success  to  which  it  is  entitled.  But 
ould  iJreat  Britain,  regardless  of  the  numerous 
!  ^wrongs  she  has  inflicted  on  us,  and  calculating  on  her 
'  (POwer,  or  encouraged  by  her  friends  in  America,  per- 
\  \Mi  m  Lf  r  hostile  pretensions,  we  h*ve  no  dOubt  but 
.  ilhc  people  of  this  State  will  cordially,  actively,  and 
iiealousiv  come  forward  and  lend  their  aid  in  the  proae- 
,  locution  of  the  war — until  our  rights  are  eatablished  on 
^  }>ermanent  basis. 

i     Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  minority,  by 
'  JOHN  HOLMES, 

•  WM.  MOODY, 

\  SOLOMON  AIKEN, 

JOSHL'A   PRENTISS,  Jb., 
JOHN   HART, 
AMBROSE  HALL. 
BofToir,  June  16,  1813. 
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THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
raoiioa   of  Mr.   Fisk  of  New   York, 


\\  On  raoiioa  of  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  the 
/iHouse  again  resolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
^^the  Whole  on  the  resolution,  yesterday  submitted 

;by  hira.  for  imposing  a  duty  oq  spirits. 
The  resolution  having  been  again  read — 
Mr.  Ingersoli,  read  the  following  resolutions, 
1  which  he  proposed  lo  offer  as  amendatory  of  and 
'  Additional  to  that  of  Mr.  Fisk  : 
i<      Retoh^d,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
•-;  )€  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  tAxing 

\  ill  Buccrasions  to  the  estates  of  persona  dying  after  the 

'    ', — . —  dav  of next,  within  the  United  States,  when- 

:  B^er  suchi  decedent  "hall  leave  a  clear  estate,  real,  p«r- 
*i^pal,  or  mixed,  worth  five  hundred  dollars;  and  that 
;  (the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
[  WtiierwiNe. 

\  Jitioircd,  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Me^na 
b*  inrtrucled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  taxing 
all  ascertainable  income  from  all  estates,  real,  personal, 
and  mi  led,  whenever  the  yearly  amount  of  income 
:  ahall  exceed   five  hundred  dollars;  and  that  the  said 


i'U. 


-' 


•? 


committee  kave  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othexwijte. 


Retohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  taxing 
ail  law  suits,  offices,  and  pensions;  and  that  the  said 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Ingehsoll. —  Mr.  Chairman,  as  long  as  the 
business  of  this  session  proceeded  without  ioter- 
rupiion,  I  held  myself  bound,  by  a  sense  of  impe- 
rious public  duty,  lo  refrain   from   disturbing  it 
with  any  observations  of  mine:  and  on  all  the 
various  subjects  of  debate  have  never  taken  the 
floor,  except  for  a  few  minutes  at  an   early  day 
after  our  meeting,  when  I  deemed  it  necessary  to 
explain  my  vote  to  those  against  whom  I  gave  it. 
Bui  the  harmony  and    regularity  of  our  progress 
being  now  unfortunately   broken  up   by  the  reso- 
lution   of  the    honorable   gentleman    from  New 
York,  (Mr.  F'isk,  )and  we  in  danger,  I  am  afraid, 
of  being  cast  adrift  upon  a  sea  of  troubles,  the 
same  sense  of  public  propriety  which  enjoined 
silence  on  me   heretofore,  requires  that  I  should 
now  solicit  your  patience,  and  that  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  I  am  apprehensive  I  shall  severely 
exercise,  during    the  discussion   of  the  elaborate 
and  uninteresting  matters  involved  in  the  subject 
of  iaxalion.     Tedious  and   dull  as  they  are  in- 
trinsically,  they  will   prove  peculiarly  so  in  my 
treatment,  because,  besides  having  no  ability  lo 
impart  to  them  an  extraordinary  interest,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  restrict  myself  to  the  subject  to  be 
kept  in  view.    Consecrated  as  I  consider  this  spe- 
cial session  to  this  .special  deliberation,  and  anx- 
ious to  afford,  as  far  as  1  am  able,  without  regard 
to   minor  considerations,  a  good   system  of  per- 
manent and   productive   internal    revenue,  I  beg 
leave  to  disclaim  all  mere  party   and   State  pro- 
fessions, to  divest  myself  of  their  livery,  and  to 
approach  the  inquiry  with  no   other  inclination 
than  that  for  the  fairest  and  most  eligible  system. 
I  will  not,  therefore,  inflame  the  debate  wilh  the 
causes  of  the  war  which  has  rendered  taxes  in- 
dispensable.    Il  is  enough  to  say  thai  war.  with- 
oat  taxes,  is  a  body  without  a  soul.     The  physi- 
cal material  you  may  have  without  finance  ;  but 
that  moral  momentum  must  be  wanting,  which 
gives  to  the  physical  material  its  movement  and 
alacrity.     The  armor  of  war  is,  to  be  sure,  fabri- 
cated of  iron,  but  il  never  will   be  lasting  unless 
burnished  with  gold  ;  nor  can  the  attitude  of  war 
be  what  it  ought  to  be — an   altitude  of  de6ance 
and  annoyance  to  the  enemy,  of  protection  and 
safeguard  to  us — unless  it  be  erected  on  a  well- 
founded  Treasury,    capable   of  perpetual  repro- 
ductiveness  and  oever-failing  replenishment. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  recom- 
mended taxes  to  our  enactment,  a*  "  neces.sarf 
evils."  I  do  not  mean  ray  honorable  friend  and 
most  worthy  townsman,  the  acting  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  but  thai  distinguished  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  who  i^  now,  1  suppose,  about  half 
seas  over  on  his  way  to  ihe  arciic  circle,  in  pur- 
suit of  peace  ;  intoxicated.  I  am  afraid,  wilh  vaia 
hopes  of  at  least  a  very  doubtful  and  dangeroui 
success — a  success  reposed  on  the  remote  and  un- 
certain mediation  of  a  foreign  empire,  rather  than 
the  native  energies  of  our  own.  Most  heartily, 
for   my  pan,  do  I  wish  ihe   Ruisiao  mission  a 
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speedy  aecomplishmenl  of  all   its  objects!     But, 
though  I  have  avoided  inflamin?  this  debate  with 
a  recapitulation  of  the  causes  of  this  jusl  war, 
permit  me  to  avail   myself  of  this  occasion  to 
throw  in  very  briefly  ray  ideas  of  its  legitimate 
progress  and   proper   termination.     If  I  differ  in 
opinion  with  any  of  ray  friends,  as  it  is  an  honest 
difference,  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  my  ex- 
hibiting the  grounds  of  the  sentiments  I  entertain. 
I  am  one  of  the  last  individuals  in  this  House 
who  would  wantonly  utter  a  disrespectful  or  un- 
gracious sentiment  concerning  any  of  the  meas- 
ures of  that  Administration,  to  which  I  am  at- 
tached, or  toward  that  excellent  person  in  parti- 
cular, who,  so  much  to  the  interest  and  satisfac- 
tion of  his  country,  fills  the  Executive  Magistra- 
cy of  these  United  States  ;  who-ie  strong  and  per- 
vading hold  on  the   confidence  and  affections  of 
his   fellow-citizens    have    been    signally    proved 
within  these  last  few  days,  by  the  almost  univer- 
sal expression  of  iheir  fervent  wishes  for  his  re- 
covery from  the  illness  with   which  he  has  been 
visiied,  and  his  restoration   lo  the  full  enjoyment 
of  those  eminent  faculties  which   have  always 
been  so  exemplarily  exerted  in  the  purest  public 
service.     Bur,  sir,  1  espoused  this  jusl  and  inevit- 
able war,  not  because  ii  was  a  mea.sure  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration— and  1  am  wedded  to  its  for- 
tunes—not merely  because  the  present  Adminis- 
tration is  intrusted  wilh  its  prosecution.    My  affi- 
ance IS  founded  on  higher  and  deeper,  I  will  add, 
nobler  principles— principles  which  will  outlive 
this  and  every  other  Administration.     I  support, 
and  will  continue  to  support,  this  war,  so  long  as 
I  shall  remain  in  the  conscientious  belief,  togeth- 
er with    ihe  majority  of  the  American   people, 
that  the  hostilities  we  ought  to  be  waging  are  in- 
dispensable  to   the    welfare,   the    character,    the 
union,  the  existence  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  having  said  thus  much,  let  me  add,  wilh  a 
full  foresight  of  the  responsibility  I  incur— hav- 
ing well  considered  what  I  am  about  to  say— and 
prompted  in  its  public  declaration  by  a  powerful 
sense  of  public  duly,  I  proceed  to  add,  that  I  am 
afraid  this  war  has  been  mortified  with  loo  pacific 
an  aspect ;  1  fear  its  vigor  has  been  cramped  for 
the  purpose  of  pampering  a  premature  peace.  I 
am  as  warm  a  friend  lo  peace  as  any  man,  and 
would  subscribe  to  it  on  as  moderate  terms;  but 
after  war  has  been  declared,  in  ray  humble  ap- 
prehension, peace-seeking  is  not  the  avenue  to 
peace,  is  not  pacific  policy.  If  this  war  had  been 
waged  wilh  a  boldness,  such  as  has  marked  our 
incessant  endeavors  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  which 
have  followed  each  other  ever  since  war  was  de- 
clared, in  an  increasing  ratio  of  iteration  and  in- 
tensity, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  enemy,  long  be- 
fore now,  would  have  been  panting  for  peace,  pent 
up  within  the  walls  of  Quebec,  if  indeed  even  the 
last  resort  of  his  annoyance,  the  ultima  thule  of 
his  foothold  on  ihe  North  American  continent  had 
not  been  in  your  safekeeping,  a  pledge,  a  mort- 
gage, for  a  permanent  pacification.  Instead  of 
which,  what  is  the  fact?  Turn  your  eyes,  sir, 
»n  that  quarter,  where  all  the  eyes  of  this  coun- 
try are  rivetled  in  aching  expectation;  look  to 
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your  lakes,  and  see  a  suflBcient,  well  disciplined 

I  and  competent  force— an  army  which  triumphs 
in  every  conflict,  in  spite  of  the  errors  of  its  com- 
manders—see that  army  frustrate  and  idle  on  the 
I  strand,  because  you  have  not  yet.  after  a  twelve 
I  month's  war  like  a  peace,  the  complete  command 
of  those  inland  waters,  which  are  as  vilallv  es- 
sential to  the  well-being,  the  tranquillity,  the  se- 
curity, the  integrity  of  this  Union,  as  the  com- 
mand of  this  District  of  Columbia;  in  my  view 
of  both  subjects  infinitely  more  so.  And  why  is 
this?  Because,  at  least  I  fear  it  is  because,  your 
sinews  have  been  distended  towards  Russia,  in- 
stead of  Canada. 

As  soon  aj'  war  was  declared,  I  would  have  al- 
most forgotten  that  we  had  such  an  office  as  the 
Deparlmenl  of  Slate,  much  as  I  revere  the  irre- 
proachable gentleman    in  that  Department,  and 
would  have  limited  all  my  views  to  ihe  bellige- 
rent departments,  now  so  well  replenished  with 
talents,  experience,  and  competency.    At  any  rate 
I  would   have   looked  to  them  alone  as  long  as 
a  remorseless  enemy  was  thundering  at  the  gate 
wilh  bombardment  and  conflagration  in  his  train. 
If  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  historical  recollec- 
tions, in  the  year  1738,  when   the  English  Cabi- 
net sent  Mr.  Keene  as  their  Minister  to  Madrid, 
10  treat  of  the  embarrassments  at  that  time  super- 
induced between  Spain  and  England,  by  the  re- 
sistance, the   pertinacious  and    invincible  resist- 
ance, opposed  by  the  latter  to  a  claim  of  search 
exercised  by  ihe  Spanish  Guarda  Costa  in  the 
American  seas— precisely  the  same  sort  of  search 
which  England  now  as  pertinaciously  and  trium- 
phantly asserts — if  I  am  not  entirely  mistaken,  the 
Spanish  Government  repelled  all  discussion,  while 
Admiral   Haddock's   fleet   war^overing   in    the 
Mediterranean  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  insist- 
ed on  the  withdrawal  of  that  fleet  as  a  prelimina- 
ry sine  qua  non  to  any  overture  for   peace.     If  I 
am  not  equally  mistaken,  at  a  much  later  period, 
so  recently  as  1807,  when   Sir  John  Duckworth 
forced  the  Dardanelles,  and  ranged  his  squadron 
before  Constantinople,  with  springs  on    their  ca- 
bles and  matches  lighted,  threatening  the  favorite 
residence  of  the  Musselmen  with  the  devastation 
of  their  mosques  and  harems;  the  Turk,  sir,  the 
despised,  the  outlawed  Turk,   who  never  paid  a 
tax  but  by  exaction,  peremptorily  refused  to  treat 
wilh  his  invaders,  on  any  terms,  until  their  batte- 
ries should  no  longer  overhang  the  Turkish  shore; 
and  Admiral  Duckworth  with,  if  I  am  correct  in 
my  remembrance,  Mr.  Arbulhnot,  an  able  Am- 
bassador on  board,  as  much   so  probably  as  Sir 
John  Warren,  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw 
without  the  Dardanelles,  in  6rder  to  open  his  ne- 
gotiation.    These,  sir,  indeed,  are  Moorish  prece- 
dents, unbecoming  perhaps  American  imitation. 
But  t  must  confess,  when   I  perceive   how  this 
conflict  lingers  in   America,  however  rapidly  it 
may  be  hastening,  for  aught  I  know  of,  to  a  pro- 
fitable and  goodly  end  in  Russia,  I  do  not  think 
il  due  to  thai  large  portion   of  the  community, 
whose  opinions  I  am  sure  I  speak  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  refrain  from  a  decided  but  decorous  ex- 
pression of  regret,  ihat  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treas- 
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:5jry  should  bavegone— while  yet  a  whole  province. 

I^tnean  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  is  under  the 

t»nemy'.'i  subjugaiion— that  he  should  have  gone. 

i 'corcneJ  wiih  the  fires  of  Havre  and  of  George- 

^^own.  coolly  to  sue  for  peace,  under  the  influence 

iw  the  North  Polf.  .  ,,   ,      , 

i*    Accede  to  such  a  mediation  as  that  of  Russia  I  |  graven  on  his  heart,  and   will   be  happy  hiraselt 

l\i*flv«  would,    without  a  moment's   hesitation,     that  I  should  prove  to  hini  how  much  he  wronged 


to  the  persons  so  roundly  called  in  question,  as 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  him- 
self, who  hardly  could  have  meant  all  the  evil  he 
uttered  in  his  political  delirium,  and  who,  as  he 
appears  to  have  the  precents  of  the  Gospel  fa- 
miliar to  hi?  lips,  no  doubt  has  its  principles  en- 


iways       

ind  by  ajl  fair  means  cheri>h   the  Russian  alli- 

iD^e;  for  undoubtedly  Russia  is  the  only  Euro- 

l>enn  Poorer  of  the   first  grade   that  has  always 

Treated  4"^erica  with  respect  and  amity  ;  though, 

10,  be  sure,  not  lo  give  Russia  more  credit  than 

the  is  entitled  to,  we  never  have  come  in  collision 

nth  her.  and  never  can,  unless  we  should  disa- 

;ree  abo^t  the  lands  in  Kamschaika.     But  move 

)ne  singje  furlong  from   the   American    soil    in 

juest  of  peace  I  never  would,  under  any  foreign 

If  we  are  to  be 


the  persons  he  denounced.  That  gentleman,  sir, 
stigmatized  the  contributors  to  the  late  loans 
with  some  unhandsome  epithets  which  I  shall 
not  repeat,  calling  them,  in  effect,  delinquent 
members  of  his  own  party.  That  honorable 
gentleman  has  the  honor  to  represent  on  this 
floor  some  portion  of  the  great  State  of  New 
York — unquestionably  the  first  State  in  the 
Union — an  acknowledgment  I  must  needs  make, 
though  I  have  the  honor  to   represent  in  part  a 

iuspices  ^whatever.     If  we  are  to  be  victorious,^  Slate  which  claims  at  least  a  secondary  rank. 

ih.'s  is  tbj  meridian  for  victory  ;  if  to  be  vanquish-    What  particular  district  of  New  York  he  repre 


?d,  this  i»  the  spot  to  fall  upon.     There  is  no  wis- 
|om,  no  ipolicy,  in  courting  peace;  and  I  do  anx- 
oosly  iryit  that  no  hope  of  peace  to  be  obtained  [ 
n  anothi?r  hemisphere  will  be  suffered  to  procras-  i 
inate  th^  war  in  this.  I 

After  having  said  thus  much  on  this  subject,  | 
c*.uaied' by  a  sense  of  public   duty,  it  is  due  to  ' 
milividuftl  justice   to  add,  it  is  due  to  my  own 
nse  of  his  superior  merits,  that  I  have  as  im-  ^ 
Ijcit    r<|liance    in   the   character   of  the  absent 
Svcrelai'y    of  the    Treasury,   as    I    have   in    his  | 
kg reat  abilities  ;  and  that   while  I  deprecate  the 
policy  oi  mediations  and  luisstons.  and  fear  their 
I  recult,  I  ^incerely  hope  that  it  may  be  all  that  its  '• 
t  best  friends  can  desire. 

•  To  return  from  this  digression,  which,  though 
i'  not  exactly  appropriate  to  the  subject.  I  never- 
l  iheless  Itemed  it  a  duty  to  allow  myself.  The 
i*  iS«*cretatjy  of  the  Treasury  has  recommended 
I  tales  lo  Congress  as  necessary  evils.  The  Sec- 
I  Teiary  is'  a  great  man;  and  it  may  be  presurap- 
{ytuous  in  me  to  controvert  any  principle  he  as- 
Iperts.  IJut  I  mu'.t  confess  that  I  do  not  consider 
;ftaxes  as;  evils,  however  necessary  they  may  be. 
■Tin  my  jnconsiderable  opinion,  temporary  wars 
}Wre  not  jevils;  nor  permanent  taxes;  and  how- 


Ifcver  calamitous  and   deplorable  long  and  atnbi 
'ttious  wars  undoubtedly  are,  I  think,  lor  my  part 


IJfihould  it  have  no  other  effect  than  to  give  the 
r^nited  States  a  good  system  of  permanent  in- 
♦  %ernal    revenue.     All    the   treasure    and    all   the 


bflt  the  present  will  prove  to   be  a  blessed  war, 

other  effect  than    to  give  the 

a  good  system  of  permanent  in- 

the   treasure 

lood  will  be  cheaply  and   most  beneficially  be- 

towed.   if,  besides   the  attainment  of  other  ob- 

ects,    ibie    present    conflict  with    Great   Britain 

bould  qause  the   arrangement  of  a  plan  of  just 

'ind  proijuctive  taxation 


sents,  I  am  not  informed  of;  but  he  will  permit 
me  to  assure  him,  that  the  principal  contributor 
to  the  late  loan  is  a  gentleman  who,  within  the 
last    four    years,   has   invested  upwards    of  five 
hundred    thousand    dollars   in   the   soil  of  Tiew 
York,  on   the   banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
who,  therefore,  feels,  probably,  as  deep  an  interest 
in  this  country  as. perhaps,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man   does   himself.     What   the    politics  of  the 
gentleman    alluded    to   are,    I    declare  I  do  not 
know,   though   I   enjoy   the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 
quaintance; and  I  much   doubt  whether  he  has 
thought  it  necessary  to  adopt  any  ;  but,  together 
with  his  great  opulence,  he  has  certainly  always 
been  distinguished  for  the  goodness  of  his  heart, 
the    integrity   and    liberality   of   his   nature,   the 
hospitality  of  his  house,  and  his  peculiar  talent 
of  perceiving  when,  how,  and  where,  to  appro- 
priate   his    large    funds    to    the    best  advantage. 
Another  of  the  principal  contributors  to  the  loan 
IS  a  fellow-townsman  of  mine,   who,  by  thirty 
years  of  indefatigable  and   prosperous  attention 
to  mercantile   business,   is  generally  supposed  to 
have  amassed  a  solid  fortune  of  at  least  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  and  who,  iipon  the  dissolution 
of  the  charier  of  the  late   Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  was  aflSuent  enougii  to  purchase  the  edi- 
fice belonging  to  that   institution,  together,  I  be- 
lieve, with   most  of  the  specie  in  their  raults, 
and  to  continue  on   the  foundation,  distributing 
the  discounts  and  pecuniary  benefits  of  such  an 
extensive  establishment  to  the  commercial  com- 
munity ;  a  citizen    who,  some  years  ago,  when 
'  Philadelphia  was  afllicted  by  a  pestilence,  and  all 
[  those   inhabitants  fled  away  from    the  scene  of 
desolation  who  had  the  means  of  escape;  who 
i  staid  behind 


not   to  watch   his   treasure,  not  to 

In'deljiate  the  other  day  on   the  resolutions  of '  count  his  gold,  but  "  to  plunge  into  the  infection 

he  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  j  of  hospitals,   to  survey  the  mansions  of  sorrow 

{Mr.  WEBSTER.)  an  honorable  gentleman  oppo-  j  and  pain,  to  remember  the   forgotten,  to  attend 


[site  to  me,  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Shiphehd.)  in 
in  ecsta,cy  of  fermented  spirit — I  mean  the  spirit 
[of  the  riiind — was  betrayed  into  certain  animad- 
[version^  on  individuals,  whom  I  think  it  proper 
ito  exhiljit  to  that  mistaken   cenileman   in    their 


to  the  neglected,  to  visit  the  forsaken,"  and  [ 
will  add,  as  I  believe  II may  with  strict  propriety, 
to  administer  even  the  rites  of  sepulture  to  those 
who  had  not  a  solitary  friend  left  with  them  for 
the  performance  of  such  sad  ceremonies.     This 


>  true  characters.    This  explaoaiioa  u  due  as  well  I  gentleman,  I  can  assure  the  honorable  member 


/ 
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from  New  York,  is  no  delinquent  partisan  of  his; 
but  for  thirty  years  has  always  been  a  firm, 
though  unmeddling,  a  resolute,  and  consistent 
Republican.  A  third  of  the  chief  contributors 
lo  the  late  loan  is,  as  I  have  generally  under- 
stood, one  of  the  greatest  capitalists  of  the  city 
of  New  York;  as  little  deserving  of  the  asper- 
sions of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  that 
State,  since  he,  too,  unless  I  am  much  mistaken, 
belongs  to  thai  class  of  Americans  who  do  not 
fall  in  with  the  political  exclusiveness  of  that 
honorable  gentleman,  who  has  so  boldly  laid 
claim — I  am  endeavoring  lo  show  with  what 
justice — to  all  the  capital,  as  well  as  all  the  vir- 
lue,  and  of  course  all  the  talents,  of  the  commu- 
nity. A  fourth  of  these  upbraided  delinquents 
is  an  inhabitant  of  Salem  or  Boston,  though  I 
am  not  certain  whether  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
coming  in  for  a  share  of  the  loan  of  1813,  but 
who.  at  all  events,  I  believe,  subscribed  most  lib- 
erally lo  that  of  1812;  and  who,  far  from  mer- 
iting the  distorted  and  wholly  unfounded  crimi- 
nation of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  is  like  the  others  I  have  exculpated — a  cit- 
izen, at  the  same  time,  of  immense  wealth,  and 
sterling  republicanism.  There  was,  I  think,  a 
fifth  lar^e  subscriber,  a  rich  and  respectable  mer- 
chant of  Baltimore,  who  is.  I  am  informed,  of 
the  political  denomination  of  those  wiih  whom 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  acts; 
but  who,  as  I  am  not  disposed  to  follow  the  illib- 
eral example  of  that  honorable  gentleman,  it 
gives  me  pleasure  to  add,  I  have  always  consid- 
ered, instead  of  a  delinquent,  rather  a  high-toned 
K artisan  ;  but,  nevertheless,  a  man  amiable  in 
is  manners  and  character,  and  entirely  exempt 
from  any  of  the  faults  imputed  by  the  sweeping 
invective  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

That  honorable  gentleman  could  not  have  been 
aware  of  the  mischief  he  imprecated  on  his  own 
head,  in  common  with  the  heads  of  all  his  other 
countrymen,  without  discrimination,  when  he 
suffered  himself  to  be  the  assailant  of  public 
credit.  Sir,  as  inestimable  as  I  consider  the 
American  Union  to  American  prosperity,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  I  hold  public  cre- 
dit to  be  of  infinitely  greater  importance.  It  is 
the  rock  of  our  national  salvation.  It  is  that  to 
which  foreign  Powers  look  as  the  base  of  our 
endurance.  Our  Union  is  undoubtedly  essential 
to  ourselves;  but  other  nations  care  very  little 
for  our  Union,  and  would  destroy  it  if  they  could, 
as  you.  Mr.  Chairman,  very  justly  observed  on 
this  floor  this  morning.  But  as  long  as  our  pub- 
lic credit  continues  unimpaired,  all  nations  must 
continue  to  respect  us ;  as  soon  as  it  sinks,  to  de- 
spise us.  Does  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York  imagine — does  any  one  suppose — that 
every  species  of  property  would  not  be  deprecia- 
ted with  the  fall  of  public  credit?  Do  they 
think,  can  they  think,  that  public  faith  may  de- 
cline, and  yet  private  property  maintain  its  pres- 
ent estimation  ?  If  so,  they  egregiously  deceive 
themselves.  Lands,  houses,  personal  estate,  mo- 
ney, even  the  circulatiog  medium  of  the  country, 


would  all  lose  their  value  with  the  destruction  or 
diminution  of  the  public  credit  and  faith  ;  for 
they  would  cease  to  represent  and  to  enable  the 
purchase  of  those  comforts  to  which  money  and 
property  afford  titles  for  the  enjoyment. 

Whether  it  would  be  Possible,  and  how  long, 
to  carry  on  the  beliigereat  operations  of  Govern- 
ment by  loans  alone,  wibout   taxes  pledged  for 
their  regular  and  faithful  redemption;  and  whe- 
ther loans,  as  a  system,  be  a  good  or  a  bad,  I  am 
not  now  about  to   inquire,  though  I  am  inclined 
to  believe,  from  the  abundance  of  money  in  the 
country,  and  the  facility  with  which  it  has  been 
procured,  provided  a  high  interest  is  offered,  that 
perhaps  for  some  time  it  would  not  be  impracti- 
cable to  obtain  such  loans.     But  then  it  must  be 
in  a  ratio  of  interest  always  increasing,  in  a  ratio 
of  amount  obtained  always  decreasing  ;  and  when 
the  economy,   independently   of  the   dignity  of 
the  Commonwealth,  is  taken  into  view,  there  can 
be  no  question  of  the  necessity  and  advantage  of 
taxation.    You  otherwise  fall  into  the  hands  of 
brokers.     You  have  not  incurred  that  misfortune 
1  yet.     But  as  your  first  interest  was  six  per  cent., 
j  your  second  seven  and  a  half,  or  some  fractional 
I  sum  between  seveu  and  and  eight,  I  do  not  know 
j  exactly  what,  nor  is   it   material — so  your  next 
j  must  be  ten,  after  that  twenty,  or  some  such  ex- 
I  orbitant  remuneration,  and  so  on  until  the  inter- 
'  est  almost  equals  the  principal.     That  a  system 
of  loans,  therefore,  is  a  bad  system,  without  a 
I  corresponding  arrangement  of  taxes,  is  not  to  be 
I  disputed. 

j      The  science  of  political  economy  is  of  verjr 
modern  date.     It  is  even  younger,  and  much  less 
[  practically  understood,  than   that  of  chemistry. 
vVhen  it  is  recollected  that  the  most  authorita- 
tive treatise  we  have   had  on  this  subject — the 
work  of  Adam   Smith — did    not   appear   longer 
ago  than  the  first  year  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, and   that  until   that  time  the  science  was 
very  little  known,  even  in  Europe,  it  should  not 
be   matter  of  surprise   that   so    much   less  is  its 
knowledge  disseminated  in  this  country  ;  where, 
though  the  materials  for  taxation  are  very  abun- 
dant, such  a  variety  of  difficulties  exists  to  oppose 
and  prevent  its  collection.     Since  Smith  wrote, 
a   host  of  writers — Stewart,  my  Lord  Lauder- 
dale, Say,  and  Ganill.  with  many  more,  have  ap- 
peared for  our  instruction.     But  after  a  laborious 
consultation  of  all  the  theories  I  could  find,  I  am 
constrained  to  acknowledge   that  these  doctors 
disagree  so  much  among  themselves,  as  to  defy 
the  adoption  of  any  one  system  from  all  their 
commentaries.     They  are  like   the   members  of 
this    House.     Each  one    has   his   own    favorite 
fund  of  finance,  and  each  one  combats   all    the 
rest  with  ability.     I  am  perfectly  satisfied — and 
that  is  perhaps  the  only  satisfactory  result  I  hare 
derived  from   the  examination — that  as  writers 
do  not,  any  two  of  them,  coincide  in  the  princi- 
ples, it  will   be  found   impossible  for  us  to  agree 
in  the  details.     We  shall  have  as  many  scheme:* 
as  members.     If  each  one  insists  on  his  own  pro- 
ject,  at    least    one    hundred    and    sixty    will    bo 
moved  ;  and  instead  of  concurring  with  the  com- 
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aittee  i(i  any  general  and  distributed  establish- 1  have  subniitted  appear  to  me  to  contain  the  best 

;)ent,  vf't  shall,  if  each  man  be   pertinacious  to    plan  that  I  ara  aware  of.     But  so  sensible   am  I 
is  owu„adhere  to  so  many  incongruous  and  im-  i  of  the  inexpediency  of  infesting  the  House  with 

tractical'le  suggestions,  as  completely  to  defeat    different  propositions,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  sy5- 

he  object  of  the  session.     I  do   not  myself  ap-    tern  reported   by  the    committee — which  can   be 

ir((Te  thjC  system  reported  by  the  Committee  of  ■  amended  in  process  of  time  whenever  it  proves 

Vays  ai^d   Means.     I  think  it  a  very  bad   one.    disadvantageous — that   I  should  not  have  moved 

i'otblng|but  an  emergency  should  induce  me  to 

jpport  ij.     But  abundant  reflection  has  served 
,  I  conviiice  me  that  we  must  accede  to  such  a 

,aa  as  !proceeds  from  the  concentrated  good 
;  "ose  anjl  feelings  of  the  House,  or  abandon  all 
:  jea  of  any  one  at  all. 

f;  :  While  the  treatises  oa  political  economy,  to 
i'  /hich  I  Slave  referred,  were  coming  to  light  in 
:  lurope,  taxes  were  successively  enacted,  as  ne- 
{i  essity  dictated  their  imposition,  without  any  re- 
;  atd  to  tiie  principles  laid  down  for  the  govera- 
'toCQt   of  financiers   and    legislators.     The    poor 

irerc  taxed  by  the  rich,  who  seemed  to  account 
t»x  enough  oa  themselves  to  be  at  the  trouble 
devise  taxes  for  their  inferiors.     Systems  were 

radually  built  up  in  a  perverse  progress,  begin- 

jg  where  they  ought  to  end,  and  ending  where 

'ley  ought  to  have  begun.     Capital  was  taxed 

Irst,  and  income  reserved  to  the  last ;  although  it 


ray  resolutions,  but  for  the  purpose  of  throwing 
them  in  with  those  of  the  honorable  gentlemaa 
from  New  York.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  after 
floundering  about  for  some  time  in  our  projects, 
we  shall  at  last  all  feel  the  necessity  of  subscrib- 
ing to  the  system  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Having   thus,  at  more  length   than  I  fear   the 
Committee   can  excuse,  treated  the  preliminary 
matters  I  thought  I  might  be  allowed  to  incor- 
porate with  this  tiresome  inquiry,  I  now  proceed 
to  exhibit  a  view,  first  of  what  has  been  done  m 
this  country  in  this  department  of  Government; 
and  secondly,  of  what  is  to  be  done  or  ought  to  be. 
A  retrospect  of  the  annals  of  the  Revolution, 
as  far  as  respects  taxes,  will  afford  very  little  to 
interest  or  instruct  us.     There  was  at  that  period 
no  metallic  fund,  or  very  little;  no  system  either 
monetary  or  fiscal — paper  was  ihe  sole  resource, 
nust  be  obvious  to  every  understanding,  that  in-  |  and  that  very  soon  fell  before  the  ravages  of  de- 
me  sht'uld  be  taxed  first,  and,  if  ever  touched  at  ;  preciation.     At  the  end  of  the  year  1776 — a  year 
ny  rate,  capital  reserved   for   the  last — for  the  ;  of  reverses  and  despondency,  as  you  know  much 
me  reason-that  it  is  better  economy  to  live  on    better  than  I  do,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  you  have  ex- 
e  interi;st  of  our  money,  rather  than  touch  upon  i  perience  of  events   whicli  I  am  obligtd   to  learo 
e  princiipal.     The  ancient  hearth  tax,  house  tax,  \  from  books  or  tradition — the  depreciation  was  al- 
indowlax,the  excises,  all  preceded  the  heavier  j  ready  at  forty  per  cent.     A  captain's  pay  would 
j|ut  juster  burdens  which  latter  years  have  intro-    not  keep  him  in  shoes,  nor  a  major  general'*  sup- 
uced.     Indeed   it  is  not  a  centurv  since,   hoard-     port  an  express  rider.     The  first  instalment  of  the 
g  specie  was  the  chief  mean  o\  the  wealth  of    first  emission  was  procrastinated  till  1779.     And 
ations.     The  father  of  the  great   Frederick  of    the  taxes  paid  into  the  Treasury  during  fifteen 
russia,  Frederick  the  Corporal,  a^  he  was  called,    months  from   the  Ut  November,  1784.  to  the  1st 
y  constantly  hoarding  up  money,  was  enabled  j  January,  1786,amounted  tonomore  than  $482,997. 
-  leave  his  son  eighty  millions,  with  eighty  thou-  .  It  is  said  to  be  a  position  warranted  by  the  hi.'story 
nd  soldiers,  which,  with  a  disposition  to  be  busy.  '  of  mankind,  that,  in  the  usual  progress  of  things, 
rompted  the  great  Frederick,  as  he  has  himself  |  the   necessities  of  a  nation  io   every  sUge  of  it» 
eclarrd.toatierapt  those  conquests  which  he  an- 1  existence  will   be  found  at  least   equal  toils  re- 
exed  tc  his  dominions;  and  which   have  since  ,  sources  ;  to  which  position  the  financial  history 
-een  wrtsted  from  his  successors,  who,  without  '  of  our  Revolution  authorizes  our  adding  another, 
ither  the   pecuniary  or  intellectual  resources  of  j  that  a  generous  people  inhabiting  a  fine  country 
5    le  founder  of  the  Prussian  Kingdom,  have  been  [  will  always  find  means  equal  to  the  pecuniary 
Daily    reduced   to   insignificance ;  for    whoever    exigencies  they  may  have  to  encounter.     During 
ucceeds  in  the  present  conflict  no  doubt  the  King  j  the  Revolution,  in  a  much  greater  degree  than 
f  Prussia  will  not  be  Vicar  of  Bray.     The  sue-    now,  there  was  always  some  apparently  iremen- 
;    ess  of  either  party  will  be  destruction   to  him.    duous  wave  ahead  which  looked  at  a  distance  as 
;    'he  Turks,  if  I  am  not  misinformed  of  their  fioan-     if  it  must  infallibly  overwhelm  the  vessel — but  as 


ial  regulations,   by  a   fundamental   law  of  the 
Jmpire,  oblige  every  Sultan  to  lay  up  a  certain 
mount  of  the  exactions  he  levies  on   his  people, 
)§}  meet  the  contingencies  that  may  occur. 

All    iht    novelty   and  inherent    difficulties    of 

nance  are  aggravated,  when  we  come  to  apply 

e  principles  in  America,  where  the  extent  and 


the  bark  proceeded  the  danger  dimioi.ihed.  and  it 
floated  at  last  over  every  wave,  till  arrived  safe 
into  the  haven  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

The  second  era  I  shall  notice  elapsed  from  1790 
to  1802.  Upon  the  adoption  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution it  was  an  early  object  to  lay  and  build 
up  a  system  of  taxation.     The  people  were  just 


\ 


iversity  of  our  various  States,  their  sovereignty,  |  then  beginning  to  recover  from  the  effects  of  a 
leir  dissimilar  resources    for    revenue,  and  the  I  long  war,  just  beginning  to  gather  the  first  fruits 

KlVr^"?n**^"°°  '.^'^^^.^   of  the  language  of  I  of  tranquillity  and  good  government,  when,  poor 

""' .-   .-   .L.  I-     -         in  purse,  though  exuberant  enough  lo  spirit,  the 

interior  in  particular,  which  now  abounds  with 
precious  metals,  being  almost  destitute  of  a  me- 
tallic medium, an  odious  and  unpopular  excise  was 


l^e  Federal  Constitution  in  this  particular,  are 
j|o  many  fresh  difficulties  to  be  superadded  to  such 
before  existed.     The  subject  teems  with  per- 


exities,  turn  as  you  will.     The  resolutions  I 
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intruded   into  their  hamlets.     At  the  sessioD  of 

1790-91,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  laid  be- 
fore Congress  what  the  present  Chief  Justice  in 
Ihe  fifth  volume  of  his  Life  of  General  Washing- 
ton calls  ''  an  able  and  well  digested  argument,"  in 
the  shape  of  a  report,  recommending,  as  the  first 
step  in  the  system,  as  the  inauguration  of  taxes, 
a  duty  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  to  be  collected 
in  the  mode  now  proposed  in  the  resolution.  I  can- 
Dot  help  considering  it  a  hasty  and  ill-advised 
resolution  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

I  have  always  been  taught  to  believe — I  under- 
stood so  this  very  morning  from  a  gentleman 
whose  authority  there  is  every  reason  to  respect — 
that  the  Constitution  contemplated  a  countervail- 
ing arrangement  of  taxes;  not  the  imposition  of 
all  on  any  one  article  of  production  or  quarter  of 
the  country.  When,  therefore,  after  what  we 
know  to  be  the  Constitutional  contemplation,  and 
after  all  the  dear-bought  experience  we  liave  had 
on  this  subject,  an  honorable  genileman  moves 
OS  to  lay  the  whole  burden  on  one  article,  which 
will  bear  heavily  on  one  quarter,  and  endeavors 
to  save  his  own  province  of  the  country  from  its 
due  share,  I  cannot  conceal  my  surprise  or  regret 
that  so  unfair  and  partial  a  scheme  should  be  at- 
tempted. Sir.  I  understood  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  to  say  distinctly  that  the 
land  tax  would  be  severely  felt  in  his  quarter, 
and  the  whiskey  tax  very  little,  for  which  reason 
he  IS  desirous  of  raising  two  millions  from  the 
latter  and  substituting  it  for  the  former.  After 
many  days  painful  and  successful  legislation, 
when  we  have  at  length  arrived  at  something 
like  a  final  understanding  on  the  land  tax  assess- 
ment bill,  an  honorable  gentleman  on  this  side  of 
the  House  throws  us  all  in:o  confusion  by  an  ef- 
fort to  undo  the  work  we  have  accomplished — 
for  what?  to  overburden  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts with  the  payment  of  one-third  of  the  sum 
total  to  be  raised  in  one  item,  without  any  mea- 
sures taken  to  alleviate  their  share  of  the  remain- 
ing Items  of  taxation.  Such  a  course,  I  must  say, 
I  was  not  prepared  lo  expect  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  resolution  of  yester- 
day. Sir,  there  is  no  objection,  that  I  know  of, 
to  a  whiskey  tax.  But  it  will  be  objected,  and 
seriously  too.  that  all  the  tax  should  not  be  laid 
on  whiskey,  a  beverage  of  the  poorer  people,  and 
of  the  agricultural  States  and  districts ;  more  es- 
pecially when  It  is  avowed  that  this  unfair  and 
unjust  burden  is  to  be  substituted  for  a  land  tax, 
which  will  fall  equally  on  all  real  property,  and 
all  sections  of  the  country. 

The  motives  to  the  original  introduction  of  this 
unfortunate  commencement  of  a  system  of  inter- 
nal revenue,  were,  1  presume,  three,  in  the  mind 
of  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  in  my 
humble  apprehension  all  equally  erroneous. 

1.  The  probable  productiveness  of  such  a  tax. 
Adam  Smith  says  these  excises  produced  in  Eng- 
land, for  the  year  ending  the  5lh  July,  1775,  the 
sum  of  £3  341.837.  And  I  perceive  by  the  budget 
of  the  English  finances  for  1812 — a  very  interest- 
ing compilation,  for  which  1  am  indebted  to  a 


gentleman  whom  I  do  not  now  see  in  his  place, 
but  who  was  formerly  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means— that  all  the  English  excises 
(I  do  not  know  what  is  included  in  all  of  them) 
produced  during  that  year  the  prodigious  .«!um  of 
about  twenty-seven  millions  sterling  ;  lo  wit :  or- 
dinary, £20,899,406, and  extraordinary  £6.593.132. 

2.  The  supposed  morality  of  such  a  tax. 

3.  It  was  computed,  together  with  the  duties 
on  imported  spirits,  to  yield  S877.000  ;  just  enough 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  funded  debt,  which  you 
know,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  a  Treasury  favorite  of 
that  day. 

One  historical  consideration  will  answer  all 
these  motive's  to  such  an  excise.  It  is  true  that 
subsequently,  though  I  am  not  sure  whether  in 
precisely  the  same  form,  excises  were  introduced 
into  England  and  have  been  found  immensely 
lucrative.  But  so  lately  as  1734,  in  the  time  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole.  when  that  Minister  was  ia 
the  full  culmination  of  place  and  power,  an  at- 
tempt to  legislate  excises  on  spirits  and  gin  waa 
completely  defeated  by  the  clamors  and  resistance 
of  the  people  out  of  doors,  and  the  arguments  of 
Pulteney,  Windham.  Shippen,  and  the  rest  of  the 
opposition  in  Parliament. 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  who.  I  think,  was  master  of 
the  rolls,  and  moved  the  gin  act,  indulged  him- 
self on  that  occasion  in  many  reflections  on  the 
morality  of  such  taxes.  But  his  moral  results 
were  completely  reasoned  down  by  those  who 
took  the  opposite  side.  I  do  not  know,  for  my 
part,  what  morality  and  taxation  have  to  do  to- 
gether. Legislation,  to  be  sure,  should  always 
look  to  the  morals  of  the  community;  and  tax- 
ation is  a  branch  of  legislation.  But  1  have  no 
idea  that  we  either  should  or  can  administer  to 
their  morality  under  the  disguise  of  taxes.  When 
we  moralize,  let  us  moralize — when  we  tax,  let 
us  tax.  1  cannot  indeed  subscribe  altogether  to 
Mr.  Burke's  eloquent  defence  of  gin,  who  in  his 
•'  Thoughts  on  Scarcity"  expresses  himself  to  this 
effect:  'As  to  what  is  said,  lua  physicaland  moral 

*  view,  against  the  home-consumption  of  spirits, 
'  experience  has  long  since  taught  me  very  little  to 
'  respect  the  declamations  on  that  subject whe- 

•  ther  the  thunder  of  the  laws  or  the  thunder  of 
'  eloquence  'is  hurled  on  gin,'  always  I  am  thunder 
'  proof.  The  alembic,  in  my  mind,  has  furnished 
'  the  world  a  far  greater  benefit  and  blessing,  than 
'  if  the  opus  maximum  had  been  really  found  by 
'  chemistry,  and,  like  Midas,  we  could  turn  every- 
'  thing  into  gold." 

But  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  no  ex- 
cise on  the  drink  of  the  laboring  classes  will  be 
fair,  unless  by  the  same  sort  of  burdens  you  raise 
the  price  of  Madeira  and  Claret,  and  Burgundy 
and  Port,  to  at  least  one  thousand  dollars  a  pipe, 
and  affect  yourselves — it  would  not  trouble  me 
much,  though  it  might  many  gentlemen — with 
as  great  an  advancement  on  the  price  of  their 
liquors,  together  with  as  odious  a  domiciliarjr 
interruption  and  superintendence,  as  an  excise  on 
whiskey  will  prove  to  other  people.  I  do  not  say 
this — I  need  not,  with  any  view  to  popularity  in 
Pennsylvania.     I   have    spoken   my    sentiments 
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Y  oa  tbe  ooe  side;  and  I  may  be  believed.  I 
uet.  when  I  profess  them  with  the  same  freedom 
the  oiher.     Everybody  must  know  that  there 
not  a  district  io   America,  which   would  feel 
cb  a  tax  less  than  mme.     Pentisyirania  has  no 
tjfction  to  being  taxed,  in  her  full  proportion, 
despise  a  popularity  to  be  gained  by  advocating 
^)  exemption  from  taxes.     But  we  are  not  to  be 
•aoposed   upon  neither.     Give  us  the  duty  upon 
«je  capacity,  as  the  committee  have  reported,  in- 
l&yead  of  <he  gallon  as  proposed  by  this  resolution, 
jslid  lher(^  will  be  no  complaint.     The   unhappy 
Hijnsequt'^ces  of  the  excise  system  have  been  sui- 
jf  ciently  exemplified.  Gentlemen  see  what  it  did  in 
1  England,  when  first  attempted  there.    They  recol- 
4  set  Its  operation  in  this  country  in  1794  and  1798. 
j* 'hey  have  witnessed  the  more  recent  operation 
)\  ery  lately  of  a  similar  principle  in  the  effects  of 
'ft  le  Enforcing  Act,   as  it  was  called,   to  the  Em- 
Li  ir^o — when  a  violent  and  invincible  resistance 
xi  I  tne  invrusion   of  revenue  officers  into  private 
"a  ibitatio]is — every  man's  house  being  his  castle, 
fe  id    not- to  be  violated — coerced   the    repeal  of 
n  lose  coi^raercial  restrictions  on  ourselves,  which 
jl  d  so  so{)a  afterwards  to  the  alternative  of  war 
h  lith  our:enemies.    The  introduction  of  an  excise 
|tfi)  domejitic  spirits,  as  the  commencement  of  a 
*s/stera  0^  taxation,  was  certainly  unlucky,  if  not 
i^wise.  ;  Such  a  tax   ought  to  be  blended  with 
tvih«rs.    'The  whole  plan  should  be  a  countervail- 
iig  one., as  I  have  already  observed.     No  class, 
secliqn.  no  article  must  feel  itself  saddled  with 
,ie  whcrle;  and    in    addition    to    that    difficulty, 
rawn  fjom  the  nature  of  the  dominions  of  the 
'ojted  J^tates,  an  excise,  at  all  events,  should  be 
Ji^foided.l  if  the    product  desired   can    be  got   at 
ji  brough^any  other  medium. 

.1  Whai'is  an  excise  ?  The  hottest  essay  of  the 
j,  ay,  at  i^e  time  of  the  beginning  of  the  American 
:  {.evolutjpon,  was  written  by  Dr.  Johnson,  to  prove 
♦'  Tkxaiion  no  Tyranny."  Yet  even  Ur.  Johnson 
lletines  i»n  excise  '"a  hateful  tax  levied  on  com- 
•  jcaodities.  and  adjudged,  not  by  the  common 
!  udges  oi  property,  but  by  wretches  hired  by 
;  ihose  to  whom  the  excise  is  paid."  The;i>octor 
I  tad  in  mind,  perhaps,  when  he  composed  this  de- 
i  Jnitioa  in  all  the  vehemence  of  his  rhetoric — he 
{lad  iQ  tuind,  perhaps,  the  excise  on  tea,  which  is 
jfaid  to  jhave  been  his  favorite  drink.  But  the 
{jenitimest  is  not  on  that  account  the  lessapplica- 
;4le  to  au  excises;  and  among  the  rest  that  now 
||ndeavo)ied  to  be  interpolated  instead  of  a  fair 
|lollectiQn  of  a  duty  on  distilled  liquors,  by  the 
llapacity  of  the  still,  rather  than  by  the  gallon, 
I  fvliich  renders  unnecessary  an  army  of  excisemen 
>lnd  supfruitendeuts. 

fl  Uponiwhom  must  this  excise  fall?  Inquire  of 
ipidam  Smith.  He  certainly  was  no  Democrat; 
;iDd  had  no  view,  in  1776,  when  he  published  his 
eiebraUed  work,  to  popularity  in  Pennsylvania. 
D  bis  (bird  vok^urae,  at  the  302d  page,  he  thus  ex- 
iresses  himself!  "The  excise  upon  the  materials 
and  manufacture  of  home-made,  fermented,  and 
spirituous  liquors,  is  accordingly,  of  all  the  dif- 
..  ferent  taxes  upon  expenses,  by  far  the  most  pro- 
ii   duciiv^;  and  this  branch  of  the  excise  falls  very 

•'      i 


'  much,  perhaps  principally,  upon  tbe  expense  of 

■  the  common  people." 

Was,  then,  this  excise  right  formerly,  and 
would  it  be  justifiable  now?  Let  us  look  into 
the  Federalist  for  an  answer.  In  the  36th  num- 
ber of  that  excellent  disquisition,  it  is  avowed  to 
be  '"a  fixed  point  of  policy  to  go  as  far  as  may  be 

•  practicable  in  making  the  luxury  of  the  rich  tri- 

•  butary    to  the  public  Treasury,   in  order  to  di- 

■  minish  the  necessity  of  those  impositions  which 
'  might  create  dissatisfaction  in  the  poorer  and 
'  more  numerous  classes  of  society."  Thus,  for- 
tified with  the  authority,  the  express  authority, 
of  the  great  man  who  was  placed  first  at  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  Department  of  this  country,  \ 
need  not,  I  am  confident,  spend  more  time  upon 
a  point  which  he  has  so  clearly  and  ably  ex- 
hibited. 

Misled  by  delusive  calculations  of  the  great 
productiveness  of  such  a  tax,  the  Government  was 
induced  to  begin  with  it  alone.  In  the  shape  of 
an  excise,  it  is  objectionable  absolutely.  But  in 
any  shape  it  should  beaccompanied,  wheneverlaid, 
with  other  taxes,  to  equalize  the  pressure  on  all 
classes,  and  throughout  every  detachment  of  the 
community.  The  southern  and  western,  in  other 
words,  tbe  agricultural  parts  of  the  United  States, 
opposed  its  enactment ;  and  proposed,  as  substi- 
tutes for  It,  taxes  on  salaries,  pensions,  lawyers, 
newspapers,  and  a  direct  land  tax  ;  for,  it  must  al- 
ways be  remembered,  that  the  minority,  at  the 
time  I  refer  to,  now  the  majority,  uniformly  pro- 
posed and  maintained  the  direct  land  tax  as  the 
most  simple,  the  most  republican,  and  in  all  res- 
pects the  most  efficacious  and  unobjectionable. 
The  excise  on  whiskey,  nevertheless,  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  a  majority  of  thirty- 
five  to  twenty-one. 

Hopes  were  indulged  that  it  would  prove  less 
intolerable  in  its  operation  than  had  been  pre- 
dicted; but  in  his  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the 
second  Congress,  General  Washington  acknow- 
ledges the  existence  of  some  discontents.  In  May, 
1792,  this  lax  was  so  modified  as  to  remove  or 
soften  some  of  its  harshest  features.  But  unhap- 
pily the  evil  had  then  taken  root,  and  the  people 
unlawfully  undertook  its  deracination.  In  the 
meanwhile  all  taxes  were  becoming  unpopular, 
because  of  the  odious  effects  of  that  one,  whicb 
was  first  attempted  to  be  levied  alone.  Of  the  in- 
surrections in  Pennsylvania  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  necessary  1  should  take  any  other  notice, 
than  to  express  my  regret,  as  I  do  most  heartily, 
and  with  equal  sincerity,  at  those  distressing  com- 
motions and  their  impolitic  causes. 

On  the  5th  June,  1794,  the  President  signed  the 
act  for  taxing  licenses  to  retail  wine  and  liquor 
sellers;  which  was  too  much  like  a  corollary  to 
be  palatable  then,  of  the  pestilence  of  the  whiskey 
tax.  And  on  the  same  day  another  excise,  to  wit, 
on  snuff,  tobacco,  and  refined  sugar.  On  the  28th 
of  May,  1796,  the  President's  signature  was  affix- 
ed to  a  carriage  tax  ;  repealing  one  of  a  similar 
complexion  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  fourth 
Congress.  These  are  all  the  taxes  enacted  dur- 
ing General  Washington's  Administration,  con- 
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listing  of — 1.  The  excise  on  Whiskey ;  2.  The 

License  tax  ;  3.  The  excise  on  Snuff,  Tobacco, 
and  Refined  Sugar;  4.  The  Carriage  tax.  A  di- 
rect land  tax  and  a  stamp  tax  had  both  been  pro- 
posed, but  were  negatived;  the  former  by  a  large 
majority.  The  remaining  taxes  passed  during 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adam's.  On  the  6th 
July,  1797,  he  signed  the  Stamp  Act.  On  the  9th 
July,  1798,  at  the  first  session  of  the  fifth  Con- 
gress, the  (aw  was  passed  for  valuing  lands  and 
dwelling-houses,  and  enumerating  slaves  ;  and  a 
few  days  after,  on  the  14th  of  July.  1798,  the  law 
for  collecting  a  direct  land  tax  of  two  millions. 
On  the  28th  of  February,  1799,  an  act  passed 
making  alterations  in  the  Stamp  Act.  On  the 
23d  of  April.  1800,  an  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  general  stamp  office.  On  the  24th  of  April, 
1800,  a  modification  or  abrogation  of  the  excise 
on  snuff.  On  the  25th  of  February.  1801.  an  act 
rendering  perpetual  the  acts  for  taxing  spirituous 
liquors,  tobacco,  and  refined  sugar,  licenses,  auc- 
tions, and  carriages.  Soon  alter  this  period.  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration  was  superseded  by  Mr. 
Jefferson's.  On  the  6th  of  March,  1802,  the  direct 
land  tax  was  modified  ;  and  on  the  0th  of  April, 
1802.  all  the  internal  duties  were  repealed.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  at  that  time,  who 
reported  fur  this  repeal,  estimating  the  net  an- 
nual income,  clear  of  losses  and  expenses,  at  but 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

This  tedious  process  has  carried  me  through 
the  era  of  our  former  taxation,  and  brought  me 
now  to  inquire  what  taxes  are  to  be  at  present 
adopted.  The  Committee  of  W^ays  and  Means 
have  recommended,  as  the  principal  resource,  a 
direct  land  tax.  After  we  had  been  engaged  for 
a  week  and  more  on  the  laborious  details  of  this 
tax,  and  had  arrived,  as  I  flattered  myself,  very 
near  their  termination,  most  unexpectedly  an  ob- 
jection to  the  whole  is  stated  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  wishes,  first,  to 
substitute  a  whiskey  tax  to  the  amount  of  two 
millions  in  the  place  of  the  land  tax,  which  lie 
iroposes  to  relinquish  altogether;  and.  secondly, 
lis  plan  is  to  convert  the  whiskey  tax  from  a  col- 
eciion  on  the  capacity,  as  the  committee  have 
reported  it,  to  an  excise  on  the  gallon.  As  to  the 
substitution  of  the  one  tax  for  the  other.  I  am 
averse  to  such  a  change  for  a  variety  of  reasons. 
All  direct  taxes  are  preferable  to  Indirect  taxes,  in 
a  republican  country ;  and  accordingly,  in  all  the 
debates  on  this  subject,  in  1791.  '2.  '3,  '4,  '5,  '6,  '7,  '8, 
and  '9,  the  republican  and  agricultural  represent- 
ation in  Congress  expressed  their  predilection  for 
such  a  tax.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  intimate  with 
its  details,  nor  competent  to  decide  on  the  expe- 
diency of  one  establishment  in  preference  to 
another.  I  am  not  yet  perfectly  aware  of  the 
merits  of  the  controversy  involved  in  the  modifi- 
cation introduced  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Montgomery.)  and  voted 
against  that  modification,  not  becau.-e  1  clearly 
saw  that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  committee  was 
preferable  in  its  assessments — for  on  that  point  I 
have  not  formed  a  judgment — but  because  I  am 
convinced  that  the  optional  subsequent  arrange- 


ment should  be  left  with  the  respective  States,  as 
proposed  by  the  committee,  and  controverted  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  On 
that  point  I  have  a  decided  opinion.  The  Fed- 
eralist, in  the  36ih  and  45th  numbers,  explicitly 
asserts  the  position  now  taken  by  the  committee; 
which  convinces  me  that  such  a  method  of  taxa- 
tion  was  contemplated  at  the  moment  of  the  adop> 
tion  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  I  am  equally  clear 
of  its  expediency, 

A  land  tax  is  the  principal  item  of  taxation,  I 
believe,  in  all  countries  where  the  agricultural 
interest  predominates.  Peuchet,  a  late  French 
statist,  gives  the  income  of  France,  for  1804,  at 
684.000.000  of  francs;  which  is  about  34,200.- 
000  pounds  sterling.  Of  this  sum  no  less  thaiv 
206,908,000  proceed  from  the  direct  land  tax.  la 
England  the  land  tax  and  assessed  taxes  afford 
but  7,399.000  out  of  an  income  of  71,000,000,  ex- 
clusively of  loans  for  the  year  1812.  So  that  the 
land  tax  in  France  amounts  to  nearly  one-third 
of  the  whole  national  income,  and  to  but  a  tenth 
in  England. 

The  other  taxes  reported  by  the  committee 
are  mostly  the  same  with  those  formerly  in  oper- 
ation ;  but  altered  in  their  principles  of  distribu- 
tion and  collection,  according  to  the  amendments 
which  experience  and  lime  have  dictated. 

In  the  tax  proposed  on  pleasure  carriages,  it 
appears  to  me — and  at  a  proper  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding I  intend  to  submit  an  amendment  to 
that  effect — that  by  the  substitution  of  pleasure 
houses  lor  pleasure  carriages,  we  shall  equalize 
the  taxation  and  increase  the  product.  The  for- 
mer carriage  tax  fell  in  very  unequal  burdens  on 
Massachusetts  and  Virginia;  and  I  should  sup- 
pose that  such  a  tax  would  now  prove  more  un- 
equal than  it  even  was  before.  But  by  laying  it 
on  pleasure  houses  instead  of  pleasure  carnages, 
or  on  pleasure  houses  as  well  as  pleasure  carri- 
ages, the  imposition  would  be  equalized. 

The  sources  of  income  contemplated  in  the 
resolutions  I  have  laid  on  the  table,  are  brought 
into  view,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  press- 
ing them  forward  at  this  session,  as  in  order  to 
show  that  there  probably  are  as  many  projects 
in  imagination  as  there  are  members  in  their 
seats:  and  if  indeed  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  persists  in  his  scheme,  contrary 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  I  do  not  know 
why  every  other  theorist  may  not  be  indulged  in 
the  prosecution  of  his.  too.  The  result  of  it  all 
will  be.  I  have  no  doubt — I  am  certain  from  re- 
flection and  observation  on  the  course  of  our 
business — that  after  floundering  for  a  fortnight, 
at  this  intemperate  season,  through  a  mire  of 
schemes,  we  shall  at  last  return,  nothing  the 
wiser  or  nearer  our  respective  objects,  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  W^ays  and  Means.  At 
another  session  there  will  be  abundant  opportu- 
nity for  the  alteration  of  such  taxes  as  may  be 
enacted  at  this,  and  the  introduction  of  such  ad- 
ditional taxes  an  may  be  devised. 

I  am  myself  attached  to  a  system  of  income 
taxes.  All  economists  agree  that  taxes  are  pre- 
ferable which  bear  on  income,  to  taxes  which 
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i)ear  orf  principal,  as   I  have   before   intimated.  !  against  tax,  so  as  to  create  a  sort  of  equilibrium 
*rhe  tajc  on  successions  would  be  a  fair  and  a    througboui  the  respective  States.     The  second 
|irofitab!e  one,  and  easy  of  collection.     I  would    abundance  of  product,  may  be  secured,  provided 
|>rovide.for  it,  as  is  dooe  in  England,  by  a  clause  I  the  nicest  adjustment  lake   place  of  the  third 
jr  two  ijfl  the  stamp  act,  declarincr  that  receipts  i  simplicity  of  collection.  ' 

.|0"eiec|jtjrs  and  administrators  should  not  be  I  Collection  in  the  United  States  must  needs 
I  and  iMliess  stamped  with  a  particular  kind  of  !  contend  with  uncommon  difficulties.  In  England 
^  tamp.  Cogether  with  other  securities  for  the  at-  it  is  said  to  cost  five  per  cent.,  in  France  sixteen 
;  iinmen^  of  the  tax.  The  public  would  thus  be,  ;  Where  a  land  tax  constitutes  a  principal  item' 
<  1  {act,  ihe  heir  ot  every  decedent;  and  his  heirs  I  the  expenses  of  collection  will  naturally  be  greater 
;.  r  devisees  would  bo  obliged  to  pay  but  a  small  ;  than  where  the  sources  of  revenue  lie  in  other 
;,  iscounc  on  the  receipt  of  their  succe.ssions.  This  quarters.  And  in  England,  where  so  lar^e  a 
,1  a  tax  fs  old  as  tbe  age  of  Augustus  Caesar,  and  [  proportion  of  their  population  inhabits  the  si'nelc 
;*  operajion,  I  believe,  in   most  of  the  countries  !  city  of  London,  and  so  much   more  of  its  other 

i'-^u    T         >°''^'     •      r  .  .  .  considerable  towns,  taxes  may  be  collected  with 

;  The  Ijix  on  law  suits  I  would  arrange  also  by  greater  facility  and  le^s  expense  than  in  countries 
,(  clause ;or  more  in  the  stamp  act,  declaring  that,  [  differently  situated  as  to  their  interior  distribu- 

■  '  A  VnTT  '*"^'"'^  t'  *  '^'"^."^  '^'  i  '''^"-  ^"'  ^  ^''  "«'  t>^'i^^e  t'»at  ihe  expense  of 
'  \i^?  V  ,  P^'^''  Pl»>«tiff  or  complainant  collection  in  France  is  so  great  as  sixteen  per 
i  lould  tie  obliged  to  pay  down  a  certain  sum,  !  cent.     This  assertion    come?  from    Sir  Francis 

i  I   wht'h  !hn„lH'"K  7',K         '   "°'r  T'^  '^'°    D'Irernois;  who,  though  he  has  a  foreign  name. 

/e,  wh*h  should  abide  the  event  of  the  action,    is  neverlbeles:.  an  English  writer ;  and,  Therefore 

K.e  oth^r   costs.     If  the  plaintiff  succeeded,  the    his  statements  of  Frfnch  financ^   are  to  belt. 


ivanceishould   be  refunded  to  him  by  taxing  it 
the  (Jefendant.     If  tbe  defendant  succeed'ed, 


ceived  with  some  grains  of  allowance. 

i%c  r.ia,;,.ff    K     n  "     r: ■-■"■. -  — ^  in  the  debate  on  Mr.  Momtgomehy's  proposi- 

i.n^i    ^    V       i     °°^  ^^''•''  back  again.     I  \  tion,  I  have  already  expressed  my  approbation  of 
.^ftnno    ^peak  with   any  precision  of  the  number  ,  that  part  of  the  plan  of  the  Committee  of  Way. 

.VJ^fof-  ',hp"'       '"■  ""''  °'^%  Jo!:",^*iVT  '^^"  I  *"^  ^^*"''  ^h'<=^  P'OPO^^^'  '0  l^ave  the  interior 
.LVL         t     "r'V^"^  Ph.ladelp^ua.     I  |  arrangement  of  the  land  tax  to  the  State  authori- 
impute    there    about    3.500    a    year.     I'ak.ng,  |  ties.     The  Federalist,  which,  as  a  contemporan- 
>refor.    our  population    in   that   district,  and    eous  work  with  the  Constitution     I   refer  to  as 

.  a'tSe'w^oleUn!?;?"^,'?  '"'!'' K^'*''  P'^^"*^'  1  ^^•g^«"'horlty  in  these  particulars  will  be  found, 
,a  the  whole  United   States  at  the  same  rate.  '  in    the   36th   and   45ih    numbers    marking   ou 

l'L[:To^mo^ToLT'"'  "''r^    rn-ght  ;  precisely   the  course   now  recommTndei  i   Se 
■i  nount  to  ^JU{J,UW,  Irom  this  item  of  internal    followed. 

o   .  .u     L    .    r    11  .  1.  In  reserving  taxes  for  an  eraenpenrv  for  a 

But  '.he  best  of  all  taxes,  in  my  opinion,  is  an    supplemental  revenue  ^mengenry,  lor  a 

T   come  ^x.     It   is  true   it  was  reserved  for  one        2.  In   leaving  the  option  with    the   States  of 

'    d^;  \t  »"^^''"  '^^^T''  •"  ^r"^''''^'  ^^"^    P^y'''?  •«  ^'^-^^  and^collecuig  for  ther^selves 
.tjd.d  lujt  appear  until  the  time  of  the  late  Mr.  !      3.  In  the  mode  of  collection    empovment  of 

lidgetlr   l/i?  u:;w;  r^^K^  '''  ^ir""  :  ^'''^  °^""'  ^"^  conforimng'toE'p^ev  ou 
ifcidget   lor   1812,   upwards  of  thirteen   millions  :  proceedings  *^ 

sterling  -a  year;  and   must  be,  of  all  taxes,  the        I  do  no?  consider  the  amount  to  be  collected 
f^o.    ju^:.  because  ,t  is  nothing  more  than  a  de-    the  first  year  or  so  a  pointofvey  great  moment 
cJ.ct.on  l^rom   superfluity  and  wealth,  to  be  be    I  There  is\l.nty  of  .Lney    n  the  fououT^^^^^^^ 
j|.wed  iji  the  public  service.     It  is  perhaps  true,    public  serlice.  ^  Pledge  tbV  public  fauh^rtix 

\i  the  amount  of  his  income.     The  amount  might  I  um  11  be  requir^ed  b^loan  «   !nn  .      T     ."'""'^  V 

.  .  assessi^d  according  to  his  visible  or  ostens.!,le  ,  is    he  prmc  pie  that  ^s  ?o  he  t'7Jhl  '  K    r"''!    ^' 

F  o,,erlv/as  I  believe  .s  the  case  with  other  rates  '  the   pledge   that    ifrn  ^^tablished.     It  ,s 

li  Ph.laJlelphia.   leaving  to  the   n,riv  »   r,ll,  Ir     houfd  r^hpr  hi  ,1  .    ^"'nV  ^^^   '"'^""*^ 

snould  rather  be  taken  not  to  call  forth  loo  much 

at  hrst.  The  system  is  to  be  initiated,  to  be  in- 
augurated—when once  fairly  in  process,  the  pro- 
duct may  be  gradually  increased  to  almost  aov 
amount.  ' 

Sir,  coming  here,  as  I  do,  the  idea  of  apprehen- 
^  sionata  planof  internal  revenue,is  absurd,  prepos- 
terous chimerical.  Thegreat, opulent,  and  exem- 
piary  district,  which  I  have  the  honor  m  part  to 
represent,  second  to  none  in  resources  and  incli- 
nation for  then;  the  district  composed  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  sends  me  here 
unworthy  as  I  ara,  on  the  broad  basis  of  a  major-' 
ity.  large  enough  to  luru  the  counterpoise  in  two 


tM  Philadelphia,  leaving  to  the  party  a  right  of 
(i   peal  ir>-  all  ca>es  of  grievance,  but  fixing  hira 


ijioe  ot  collection— an  article  of  the  utmost  deli- 
4jcy  and.  importance.  It  is  collection  with  all 
»domi(jiliary  visits  and  examinations,  that  dis- 
ttlsis  peqple  more  than  the  amount  of  their  con- 
urbation^. Thegrand  aim  is  to  combineas  much 
*.  can  l«e  done— 1.  Equality  of  operation;  2. 
p  !)undaQce  of  product ;  and  3.  Simplicity  of  col- 
'^^  ''"''  '"  '^'^  country,  is  unattaina- 

.     The  most  you  can  do  is  to  countervail  tax 
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of  those  States,  wbicb,  voting  by  a  general  State 
ticket,  are  represented  on    this  floor,   by  no  less 
than  eight   honorable  gentlemen,  together  with 
four    honorable  colleagues    in    the   other   House. 
The  great,  central,  and   sterling   Sl;)te,  of  which 
I  am  a  native  and  to  the  manor  born,  has  associ- 
ated me  with   one  and-lwenty  colleagues,  fairly 
chosen  in  their  respective  neighborhoods,  without 
carving  or   lumping,  the   lineal  offspring  of  the 
purest  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  elect- 
ed by  an  aggregate  majority,  which,  if  it  could 
be  applied  to  such  a  purpose,  would   be  sufficient 
to  rectify  the   polls   in  all  the  doubtful  States  of 
the    Union.     Thus  supported,  what   have  we  to 
apprehend  from  the  enactment  of  those  taxes  we 
are   pledged   to  vote  for,  and  concerning  which  I 
have  no  other  apprehension   than   that  a  general 
incongruity  and   irreconcilableness  of  local   pre- 
possessions  may  delay  them    for  the  present  ses- 
sion ?    I  assure   you.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  shall 
go  home  in  triumph  if  the  taxes  pass,  but  in  shame 
and  mortification,  and   fear  to  look  my  constitu- 
ents in  their  faces,  if  they  do  not — if  by  any  ac- 
cident or  difficulty  they   should   be   prevented  or 
impeded.     1  am  full  of  well-grounded  hopes  that, 
on  this  momentous  occasion,  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania will  give  a  unanimous  vote  for  the  coun- 
try.   In  our  prosperous  community  we  have  nei- 
ther commerce  run   mad,  nor   agriculture  in  ex- 
tremes, nor  manufactures  out  of  order ;  but  com- 
merce, agriculture,  and  manufactures,  all  happily 
blended  together  in  just  proportions,  and  recipro- 
cally accessary  to  each  olher'^s  advancement  and 
prosperity.    We  have  a  secret  there  for  the  secu- 
rity  and   permanence  of  political  rectitude  and 
consistency,  which  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 
the  consideration    and  adoption   of   my   friends 
from  Virginia  and  New  York.     They  shall  have 
it  for  notiiing.  and  will  find  it  inestimable.     It  is 
universality  of  suffrage;  it  is  the  practical  com- 
mentary on  the  rubric  of  the  Constitution — '  We, 
the  people  of  these  United  States." 

I  cannot  help  thinking  the  motion  now  before 
us,  submitted  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (.Mr.  Fisk.)  a  hasty  and  ill-advised 
endeavor  to  exempt  his  own  portion  of  the  Union 
by  double  and  treble  loading  other  portions — a 
mode  of  proceeding  of  which  I  cannot  approve, 
and  to  which  I  will  not  accede.  Lay  on  your 
taxes  fairly,  and  we  will  contribute  our  quotas  to 
them  all  from  Pennsylvania  without  a  murmur, 
and  in  any  quantity  required,  according  to  our 
population. 

An  honorable  gentleman  of  this  Hou.se,  bef»)re 
I  had  a  seat  here,  declared  us  wanting  in  influ- 
ence, for  a  reason  which  I  will  not  repeat — I  am 
sure  It  was  urged  only  becau^e  founded  in  mis- 
take, and  I  do  not  allude  to  it  uith  any  design  of 
recrimination — that  honorable  gentleman  will 
permit  me  to  assure  him  that  we  are  now  ambi- 
tious of  putting  at  least  our  patriotism  to  the  test 
in  any  way  this  critical  suhject  may  require  ;  and 
as  far  as  influence  is  to  be  proved  or  merited  in 
the  heaviest  vote  for  taxes,  we  shall  not  shrink 
from  an  emulation  with  his  State,  or  any  other. 
Sir,  companions  are  i>aid  to  be  odious  in  social 


life,  and  certainljr  they  are  so  in  political  society, 

like  ours,  composed  of  eighteen  independent  sov- 
ereignties. But  as  the  former  war  with  England 
was  said  to  be  the  time  which  tried  men's  souls, 
so  is  this  the  crisis  when  men's  votes  are  to  be 
put  to  the  testi  Let  us  see  if,  at  a  dead  lift  for 
the  country  the  caput  mortuum  of  Pennsylvania 
will  not  be  distinguished  above  other  peers  of  the 
realm.  We  are  ready,  and  anxious,  to  take  our 
full  share  of  all  the  burdens.  1  put  it  to  the  can- 
dor and  good  sense  of  the  gentlemen  without  ex- 
ception, on  this  side  of  the  House,  to  reflect  whe- 
ther the  ends  of  the  present  session,  productive 
taxes  for  the  support  of  a  prosperous  war.  are 
likely  to  be  attained  by  accumulating  burdens 
on  any  particular  provinces  of  the  country,  to 
their  prejudice  and  the  unfair  exclusion  of  others. 
As  to  this  excise,  everybody  must  know  that  my 
more  immediate  district  would  feel  it  as  little  as 
any  one  on  the  continent.  But  I  am  not  the  less, 
on  that  account,  impressed  with  its  radical  and 
enormous  inequality,  injustice,  and  inexpediency, 
if  taken,  as  submitted,  as  a  substitute  for  the  land 
tax.  Sir.  there  are  no  terrors  in  taxes  now  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  We  have  been  used  to 
serving  without  reward;  and  I  hope,  decidedly 
as  I  am  opposed  to  the  proposed  substitute,  that 
we  could  be  reconciled  even  to  that,  for  the  emer- 
gency, if  a  majority  of  this  House  should  resolve 
to  lay  it  on  us. 

We  have  contributed  not  less  than  three  or  four 
thousand  recruits  to  your  armies,  within  the  last 
year,  without  the  compliment  of  one  single  gen- 
eral officer.  We  advanced.  I  think,  about  three 
millions  to  the  loan  of  1812.  and  about  eight  mil- 
lions to  the  loan  of  1813.  together  with  a  surplus 
of  one  million,  voted  by  the  State  for  the  support 
of  public  credit,  and  the  Federal  cause.  We  have 
been  accustomed  too  long  to  an  undue  weight  of 
the  burden  of  State,  without  either  soliciting,  or 
receiving  unsolicited,  a  corresponding  allotment 
of  the  current  public  patronage,  to  set  ourselves 
about  repining  at  this  time  of  day  over  any  act 
of  injustice  that  may  be  inflicted  on  us.  For  my- 
self, I  can  only  say  that,  if,  after  doing  my  utmost 
to  prevent  the  euaciraent  of  an  unequal  system 
of  internal  revenue,  I  should  fail  in  that  endea- 
vor, it  shall  then  be  my  next  to  strive  at  least  to 
reconcile  my  own  mind,  and  the  minds  o(  my 
constituents,  to  its  o|>eration.  This  is  no  time 
lor  cavils  ;  and  rather  than  endure  any  longer 
the  insufferable  injustice  of  our  enemies  abroad, 
it  is  much  belter  to  submit  cheerfully  to  the  more 
tolerable  injustice  of  our  friends  at  home. 

Taxation  is  the  last  experiment  of  Republican- 
ism. I  do  not  use  that  terra  as  a  partisan,  but  la 
Its  general  acceptation.  Il  we  can  tax.  Republi- 
canism endures  forever;  if  not,  it  is  high  time  to 
be  done  with  it.  Without  the  power  of  waging 
war.  Government  is  useless  ;  and  war  cannot  be 
waged  without  finances.  Anxious  for  thp  result 
of  this  final  experiment.  I  confess  I  ara.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  confident  that  its  success  will  be 
transcendant.  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  supposed,  for  a  long  time,  that  the 
present  Adminuiratiou  could  not  be  driven  into  a 
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I  war.    Tbos«  fmtlemen  were  inistakvn.    They 

deceived  themselves.  Since  the  declaration  of 
I  ■war.  they  suppose  thai  we  are  too  apprehensive 
of  the  effects  of  taxes,  to  lay  them  on.  Here, 
again,  they  will  find  their  error.  Aod,  at  all 
events,  be  the  issue  what  it  may  to  me,  as  an  in- 
dividual. I  am  cheered  and  sustamed,  and  im- 
pelled forward  by  the  reflection  that,  to  the  coun- 
try at  large,  it  must  be  advantage  and  prosperity. 
Let  us  put  it  to  the  trial  without  delay  ;  and  if  it 
will  not  be  taxed,  it  is,  I  repeat,  high  time  that  we 
sUould  know  it. 

Mr.  Fi3K  spoke  a  few  words  in  explanation  ; 
abd  concluded  by  moving  that  the  Committee 
r:se  ,  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


The   Ways  and  Means. 
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Wednesday.  June  30. 
Mr.  Wheatox  presented  an  addreis  from  the 
rfligious  Society  of  Friends,  in  New  England, 
(commonly  called  Q,uakers,)  met  in  their  annual 
assembly  in  Rhode  Island,  requesting  "  that  no 
opportunity  may  be  omitted  of  sheathing  the 
i  sword,    even    during  the    pending   negotiations. 

iand  ol'  restoring  to  our  nation  the  blessings  of 
peace," — Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  a  further  appro- 
priatioa  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
comti&itted   to   a  Committee   of  the   Whole  od 

I  Monday  next. 
Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and 
t  explain  the  act  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on 
j  board!  of  private  armed  ships;  which  was  read 
I  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whoie  to-morrow. 

*        THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  question,  whether  the  Committee  of  the 
wholt!  House  have  leave  to  sit  again  on  Mr. 
1  Fisk'b  resolution  for  laying  an  excise  on  domestic 
I  distilled  spirits,  was  taken  up  and  decided  in  the 

I  affirmative — yeas  63.  nays  48. 
And  the  further  consideration  of  the  same  was 
I  then  postponed  to  Monday  four  weeks — yeas  63, 
inays  61. 

*  The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
Imittfi'  of  the  Whole ,oa  the  bills  for  laying  and 
lcolle«ing  a  direct  tax. 

I     Till-  Commitiee  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
fur  laying  a  tax  on  licenses  for  distilling. 

Mr.  Bibb   read  a   letter  from  the   Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  explanatory  of  his  reasons  for  re- 

^commending  (in   answer  to  the   inquiry  of  the 
Coranniitee)  that  the  tax  be  laid  on  the  capacity 

jof  the  stills  in  preference  to  quantity  distilled. 

•  Mri  Bibb  moved  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  the 
^sever»l  sections  respecting  the  time  when   this 

bill  sljall  be  put  into  operation,  with  the  words 
•'  first  day  of  January  next,"  which  was  agreed  to 
without  opposition. 

Mr,  Taylor,  after  a  speech   of  considerable 
engih.  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  2d 


jection  of  the  bill,  which  lays  •  tax  oo  the  capa- 
city of  the  still. 

[A  debate  of  considerable  length  took  place  oo 
the  motion,  in  which  Messr?.  Bibb,  Ddvall, 
Wright,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Roberts,  Find- 
ley,  BowEN,  Shipherd,  and  Pickens,  succes.v 
ively  spoke.] 

Mr.  DcvALi^ — Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  with  reluc- 
tance to  address  you  on  this  subject.  But  the 
interests  of  the  nation,  and  particularly  the  West- 
ern States,  are  deeply  concerned  in  the  subject 
now  under  consideration.  Sir,  I  was  opposed  to 
the  amendment  offered  to  this  bill  by  a  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  FiSK,)  on  yesterday, 
changing  its  principle  by  laying  an  excise  duty  of 
nine  or  twelve  cents  on  each  gallon  of  domestic 
distilled  spirits;  and  the  proposition  now  made 
by  another  honorable  member  irom  the  same  Slate, 
(Mr.  Taylor.)  to  strike  out  the  first  and  second 
sections  of  this  bill,  is  made  with  the  avowed  in- 
tention of  laying  an  excise  duty  on  the  gallon  ; 
it  is  the  same  proposition,  made  only  in  another 
manner.  I  fear,  sir,  if  this  motion  should  prevail, 
the  first  and  second  seciions  of  this  bill  be  lost, 
and  its  principle  entirely  changed,  its  final  pas- 
sage will  be  rendered  doubtful.  I  ask  but  the 
attention  of  this  Committee  for  a  short  time  to 
prove  to  their  satisfaction  that  the  motion  to 
!.lrike  out  ought  not  to  prevail.  To  do  this,  I 
shall  not  exhaust  your  patience  by  a  learned  dis- 
play of  ancient  and  modern  history,  or  by  a  reci- 
tation of  the  fiscal  systems  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  For  the  honorable  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Ingersoll)  has  taken  a  wide  and 
learned  view  of  all  these  subjects.  I  shall  ac- 
count myself  fortunate  if  I  can  come  to  the  point 
in  controversy,  and  mix  up  a  little  common  sense 
in  the  opinions  I  shall  advance.  I  admire  the 
book  learning  that  has  b<*en  displayed  by  several 
gentlemen  on  this  subject;  but  let  me  assure  you 
that  common  sense  and  practical  knowledge  of 
the  I  peration  of  this  lax,  are  worth  all  the  learned 
theories  and  disquisitions  which  we  can  have  on 
this  subject.  I  ask  who  are  to  pay  the  tax  on 
stills  ?  The  people  of  the  Western  country,  who 
have  already  sustained  the  weight  of  the  war. 
The  people  of  the  Western  country,  are  they  to 
do  all  the  fighting,  and  to  pay  all  the  taxes?  Will 
the  people  cf  the  South.  EaFi.  and  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  North  pay  this  tax?  No.  It  will  be 
paid  by  the  Western  people,  men  withoat  capi- 
tals, farmers,  whose  distance  from  the  seaboard 
compels  them  to  distil  the  product  of  their  farms, 
in  order  to  take  it  to  distant  markets  in  the  only 
shape  that  can  reward  them  for  their  labors.  The 
tax.  as  proposed  in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  is  one  dollar  and 
eight  cents  per  gallon  on  the  capacity  of  each 
still.  I  fear  that  this  will  be  more  than  our  far- 
mers can  pay;  men  who  are  obliged  daily  to  labor 
on  their  farms  for  the  support  of  their  families, 
cannot  command  the  money  that  will  be  required 
to  pay  the  tax  on  their  stills.  A  license  on  a  still 
of  the  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons, 
for  one  year,  will  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  dollars,  which  not  one  farmer  in  two 
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hundred  can  adrance.     The  certain  consequence,  I 

then,  will  be  to  prevent  all  who  are  owners  of  i 
stills  (and  who  cannot  command  the  amount  of 
duty)  from  distilling  at  all.     The  revenue,  con-  \ 
templated  even  under  the    bill  as  it    now  stands,  | 
will  fall  far  short.  I  fear,  of  the  calculations  al- 
ready  snbmiued,  which   is   seven    hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.     The  tax  is  now  too  high. 
It  will  not  yield  as  much  revenue  as  can  be  raised 
by  lessening   the  duty,  for  if  the  duty  was   sev- 
enty-five cents  per  gallon  uron  the  capacity  of 
the  still,  I  assert  that  three  stills  would  be  in  oper- 
ation under  the  duty,  when  not  more  than  one  in 
five  will  be  employed  under  the  regulations  which 
are  now  submitted  by  the  bill  as  reported.     But 
change  the  principle  of  this  bill,  and  lay  an  ex- 
cise of  nine  or  twelve  cents  on   each  gallon  of 
domestic  spirits  distilled,  and  I  venture  to  predict, 
that  the  revenue  from  this  source  will  be  but  an 
illusion.     Men  in   moderate  circumstances,  and 
such  constitute  the  large  body  of  the   people  in 
the  Western  States,  will  be  completely  debarred 
of  the  use  of  their  stills,  and    the   Government 
defeated   of   its    revenue    by   an    avaricious  and 
over-calculating  spirit.     The  thousands  that  this 
tax    has   been  calculated  to  produce  will  vanish 
like  a  morning  dream.     If  it  is  our  seriou-s  busi- 
ness to  raise  money  for  the  war,  let  me  ask  if  it 
is  wise  or  prudent  to  lay  such  a  weight  on  one 
article,  when  it  is  evident  that,  if  overstrained,  it 
will  sink  at  once  with  all  our  prospects,  all  our 
hopes  of  revenue?    I  was  surprised  when  I  heard 
the  gentleman  from  New  Yorlc  (Mr.  Fibk)  grave- 
ly tell  you.  that  the  whole  revenue  now  wanted 
by  the  Government,  ought  to,  and  could,  be  raised 
by  an   excise  on  distilled   spirits.     But.   surprise 
was  changed  to  a<itonishment  when   that  gentle- 
roan  said   a  revenue  of  twenty-five   millions  of 
dollars  could  be  raised  in  the  way  proposed,  and 
that  he  would  vote  for  the  raising  of  that  sum  if 
necessary.     Yes,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  that  that 
gentleman  and  many  others  will  vote  for  laying 
an  extravagant  excise  on  distilled  spirits,  because 
they  hope  by  doing  so  to  avoid  (what  they  view 
■with  trembling  apprehension)  a  direct  tax;  their 
own  constituents  will  not  then  feel  the  weight  of 
the  taxes,  and  if  this  motion  shall  prevail,  it  will 
exempt  them  from   the  burden  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    This  course  of  legislation  is,  I  suppose, 
what  some  gentlemen  call  patriotic — supporting 
the  war  with  vigor  by  shuffling  the  burdens  of  it 
from  their  own  on  the  shoulders  of  others.     If  so. 
let  them  boast  of  their  virtue  and  patriotism  in 
voting  for  the  only  tax  that  cannot  reach  their 
constituents.     Such  refined  patriotism  dues  not 
belong  to  the  Western  people.     I,  sir,  shall  vote 
for    the    bill    as   reported    by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  not  because  I  think  it  equal, 
but  because  the  situation  of  this  nation  demands 
that  we  raise  a  revenue  ;  because,  if  this  law  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  stills  does  not  pass,  no  other  lax 
bill  will  get  through  this  House.    The  tax  on  stills 
has  never    been    popular  in  my  State,  and  I  do 
not  expect  It  will  be  approved  of  by  every  person 
in  my  district.     The  great  body  of  the  people  of 
the  Western  States  will,  however,  submit  with 


cheerfulness,  as  they  know  the  necessity  that  re- 
quires them  to  contribute  to  the  National  Treas- 
ury, is  of  first  importance  to  the  Union.  I  know 
that  gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  have  said  pub- 
licly that  the  people  will  not  submit  to  be  taxed, 
because  they  objected  to  taxes  under  Mr.  Adams's 
Administration.  Sir.  I  will  not  stop,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  point  out  the  difference;  it  is  too  obvi- 
ous to  need  any  explanation. 

Let  me,  before  I  leave  this  subject  of  taxation, 
say  something  more  about  the  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Fisk)  has  asserted  can  be  raised  by  an 
excise  on  distilled  spirits.  Is  there  one  man  of 
common  sense  in  this  House,  or  in  the  nation, 
who  can  seriously  believe  this  mighty  sum  can 
be  thus  obtained  ?  Surely,  sir,  that  honorable 
member  must  have  been  lately  reading  some  ex- 
travagant fairytale;  perhaps  Aladdin  and  his  won- 
derful Lamp  nas  engaged  the  gentleman's  fancy, 
and  has  led  his  imagination  captive  through  hills 
of  gold  and  valleys  of  diamonds;  or,  perchance, 
he  has  been  dreaming  of  the  philosopher's  stone, 
whose  magic  touch  changes  everything  to  gold  ; 
for  how  else  can  we  account  for  this  unconfined 
and  extravagant  calculation  ?  Sir,  there  is  only 
one  other  way.  I  know  that  some  members 
who  voted  for  this  war  will  vote  for  any  sum  to 
give  it  continuance  and  effect,  provided  their  con- 
stituents have  none  of  it  to  pay.  Taxation  will 
endanger  their  popularity;  the  very  idea  of  tax- 
ing their  constituents  is  appalling;  already  ihey 
feel  their  seats  trembling  under  ihein,  and  an- 
other election  may  tumble  them  from  iheir  ele- 
vation. Many  who  voted  for  the  war  did  not 
believe  it  would  last  three  months;  for  the  peo- 
ple of  England  had  become  restive  under  the 
operation  of  the  embargo  and  other  restrictive 
systems,  and  many  politicians  believed  that,  as 
soon  as  the  declaration  of  war  was  known  in 
England,  the  people  of  that  country  would  rise 
en  masse,  change  their  Ministry,  and  demand  a 
peace.  How  differently  things  have  happened 
need  not  be  told  here.  These  gentlemen  have 
been  disappointed;  they  have  pledged  themselves 
to  support  this  war,  and  are  afraid  to  vote  for  the 
taxes.  If  they  could  only  appear  consistent  in 
the  eyes  of  the  nation,  it  would  be  no  subject  of 
serious  regret  with  them  if  the  tax  bills  should 
fail  altogether. 

I  have  heard  (though  I  am  not  conversant  in 
legislative  proceedings)  of  such  a  thing  as  killing 
a  bill  with  kindness ;  or,  in  other  words,  by  heap- 
ing so  many  amendments  on  it  (all  for  its  good, 
no  doubt)  as  to  effectually  destroy  its  existence. 
If  this  motion  or  amendment  should  be  acceded 
to,  such  will  be  the  fate  of  the  present  bill ;  and 
if  this  bill  is  defeated,  those  gentlemen  who  are 
looking  with  anxiety  for  an  opportunity  to  bolt, 
will  then  have  a  fine  excuse  lo  defeat  the  whole 
contemplated  revenue,  because  the  bill  laying  a 
duty  on  stills  did  not  pass.  Thus,  in  the  appear- 
ance of  raising  an  ample  revenue  for  the  neces- 
sities of  the  nation,  those  gentlemen  are  taking 
the  most  effectual  steps  to  prevent  all  taxation. 
The  bills  now  before  us  were  reported  and  agreed 
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Why 

?ratioD  ? 
liBtrcause  the  Tery  men  who  voted  for  the  war 
Hcould  not  be  brought  to  act  with  unity  ;  they  be- 
j^icred  the  war  would  be  only  in  name  and  not 
I  Jn  fact,  or  surely  they  would  have  provided  the 
'^eans  of  prosecuting  it  with  vigor, 
I*  The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  and  second 
f  lections  of  this  bill  would  not  be  made  at  this 
5  faie  day,  but  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  bill, 
iind  thiereby  destroying  the  whole  system  of  rev- 
•nue.  'More  than  six  weeks  have  elapsed  since 
iVf  ha^e  been  consulting  here,  and  nothing  of 
•opsec^ence  have  we  yet  done,  and  nothing  shall 
I  (iv^  do'Unless  we  lay  aside  our  local  prejudices, 
hink  ourselves  what  we  are,  the  Representatives 
'f  the  Union,  and,  as  such,  act  with  -decision  and 
ndependence.  No  one  honorable  member  can 
;  jope.  in  the  various  bills,  to  get  them  all  so 
r«ned  as  to  meet  his  individual  interest,  or  that 
'f  his  constituents.  We  had,  then,  better  adhere 
0  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
cleans;  unless  we  do  so,  there  can  be  no  general 
rood  resulting   to   the   nation,  for   none  can    be 


pie  you  must  surely  look;  call  on  them  now  for 
money,  and,  my  life  on  it,  they  will  not  hesitate 


ly  look ;  c 

,     ife  on  it,  tl  ._,    ^„.  ...o..„vt 

to  meet  your  demands.     As  freemen,  contending 


for  their  rights,  the  people  will  never  withhold 
their  money  when  the  object  to  be  attained  is 
worth  it.  Who  is  there,  then,  that  voted  for  this 
war,  that  will  now  hang  back  and  refuse  his  as- 
sent to  those  taxes?  Can  the  one  be  supported 
without  the  others?  Shall  he  who  was  among 
the  first  to  assist  in  raising  the  standard  of  war, 
in  calling  the  nation  to  arms,  be  the  first  in  the 
hour  of  peril  and  misfortune  to  desert  his  post 
and  his  principles?  I  trust,  sir,  for  the  honor  of 
the  country,  none  will  act  so  miserably  mean; 
so  disgraceful  to  himself;  so  ruinous  to  the  in- 
terest and  credit  of  the  nation.  But  if  any  man 
shall  shrink  from  the  high  responsibility  he  has 
drawn  on  himself,  I  warn  him  of  the  fate  he  may 
expect;  of  the  bttter  anguish  he  shall  feel;  for 
woe  shall  light  on  him  in  the  curses  and  execra- 
tions of  his  country ;  history  shall  mark  his  name 
with  infamy;  it  shall  descend  as  an  example  of 
disgrace   to   future   generations;  and    it    will  be 

- mercy  in  that  Being  who  holds  in  his  hand  the 

oped    or  from   the  trimming  policy  heretofore  I  de»tinies  of  nations,  and  who  judges  of  the  ac- 

lursued.     Let  gentlemen  reflect-the  eyes  of  the    tions  of  men,  if  he  does  not  more  than  damn  the 

liation  are  turned  on  them  in  anxious  expecta-    man  who  shall  thus  basely  desert  his  country 

ion--ihat  much  13  expected  from  them.     But  if        Mr.  SuipuERo.-Mr.  Chairman  •    If  I    under- 

h^ydo  not  mean  to  meet  the  expectations  and    stand    the    motion    of  my   honorable    colleague, 

(Mr.  Taylor.)  it  is  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 


dishes  of  the  people;  if  they  do  not  mean  to 
'O'.e  for  the  taxes,  I  call  upon  them  to  come  out 
peniy  and  fairly,  and  not  work  behind  the  scenes, 
>ut  declare  their  opposition;  the  forces  can  then 
■e  counted  on  each  side  of  the  House  ;  and  if  we 
re  too  weak  to  pass  the  bills  for  the  raising  of 
evenue,  we  can,  at  least,  save  some  expense  to 
fie  nation  by  going  home. 

You  cannot  complain  that  the  Federal  gentle- 
aen  have  impeded  you  in  this  business  of  taxa- 
lOQ  ;  they  have  told  you  that  they  will  not  vole 
jr  taxes,  because  they  were  opposed  to  the  war; 
ui  they  throw  no  obstacles  in  your  way.  You 
re  the  majority,  and  can  raise  any  revenue  in 


'  pite  of  all  opposition,  if  you  have  independence 

.nough  to  act  with  unity,  like  men.     Who  can 

:    oa  blame,  then,  but  yourselves  for  this  shuffling 

lelay  and  indecision?     This  is  not  the  time  to 

.1  »lk  of  the  justice  or  necessity  of  the  war;  that 

•  ?oy  shi)uld    have    thought   of  sooner.     When  it 

as  declared,  you  said  it  was  not  only  just,  but 

splut^ly  necessary;  and  you  have  pledged  your- 

Nes  to  support  the  Administration  in  the  means 

d  aid  it  in  the  management  of  this  war.     You 

re  called  the  sons  of  freedom  to  arms,  and  your 

11   has   been   obeyed.     Thousands  have  rallied 

Vound   the  national  standard,  and   many  of  the 

i|ave  have  already  fallen  to  support  your  opin- 

ifns  and  their  country's  rights.     For  support,  the 

'amors  of  the  Union    look   to   you  as   the  col- 

cted   vinue  and  wisdom  of  the  nation.     You 

ust  provide  money  for  your  soldiers;  you  must 

pport;  and  furnish  them  with  the  munitions  of 

rar.     And  can  all  this  be  done  without  taxation  ? 

rherelare  y6ur  millions?     In   your  Treasury? 

0,  sir.,     I    believe  the   public   coffers  have  an 

opty  s^juQd.     To  the  magnanimity  of  the  peo- 


\ 


tion  of  the  bill  before  the  Committee,  with  a  view 
to  move  to  enhance  the  several  duties  imposed 
therein.  If  so,  I  hope  his  motion  may  prevail ; 
and,  therefore,  I  rise  to  offer  to  the  Committee  a 
few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

Sir,  I  wish  to  reserve  to  myself  the  right  of  an 
ultimate  opinion,  which  now  may  not  be  formed, 
ujpon  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  passage 
of  any  of  the  tax  bills  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and,  in  the  end,  to  vote 
against  or  for  them,  as  my  judgment  shall  then 
dictate.  I  shall  now  only  urge  the  propriety,  if 
we  must  have  taxes,  to  make  domestic  distilled 
spirits  bear  its  full  proportion. 

That  this  is  more  suitable  than  a  direct  tax,  I 
have  no  doubt,  and  will  operate  more  benignly 
upon  the  Union;  and  I  think  I  can  show  that  it 
will  be  vastly  less  injurious,  and  less  oppressive 
than  a  land  tax. 

A  direct  tax  is  paid  in  by  constraint ;  an  indi- 
rect tax  by  choice.  In  the  former  case,  it  is  the 
imperious,  unrelenting  mandate  of  the  law  that 
draws  forth,  even  from  the  meagre  purse  of  pov- 
erty its  last  pittance;  while  in  the  latter,  it  is 
wholly  a  matter  of  choice,  which  the  consumer 
naay  regulate  according  to  his  necessity  or  pros- 
perity. It  the  crops  of  the  farmer  are  cut  short 
his  cattle  die,  or  if,  in  any  way,  he  is  unfortunate, 
he  can.  by  the  exercise  of  common  prudence  re- 
lieve himself  from  the  burden  of  this  tax  by 
drinking  no  spirits,  or  he  can  drink  les.s,  and  pay 
less  But,  sir,  with  your  land  tax,  there  is  no 
such  alternative— crops  may  be  blighted,  cattle 
die,  and  yet  the  inexorable  scowl  of  a  collector 
pays  the  wretched  unfortunate  his  annual  visit— 
the  hand  of  law  draws  forth  the  last  cent  of  his 
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bard  earnings,  and  that,  too,  which  may  be  in- 
dispensable lor  the  common  comforts  of  his  fam- 
ily. Sir,  this  is  too  often  a  wretched  source  from 
which  to  draw  a  revenue,  for.  really,  humanity 
shudders  at  the  idea  of  burdening  beyond  endu- 
rance the  honest  but  indigent  man. 

It  is  said  that  the  farmer  who  owns  land  must 
be  able  to  pay  the  demands  of  the  Government, 
having  a  proportionable  fund  in  his  hands.  Sir, 
it  is  not  a  necessary  consequence  that  a  man  has 
the  ability  to  pay  because  he  is  in  posses>ion  of 
real  property.  Firstly,  because  he  may  not  own 
the  land  lie  occupies;  and  secondly,  because,  al- 
though he  may  have  a  legal  title,  it  may  be  en- 
cumbered by  a  mortgage,  to  the  last  cent  of  its 
Talue. 

I  trust  the  Committee  do  not  need  to  learn  that. 
in  many  parts  of  the  United  States,  the  possess- 
ors of  land  have  no  interest  in  the  soil  but  a  naked 
possession.  Driven  by  necessity,  they  obtain, 
and  are  only  able  to  obtain  this  most  miserable 
and  precarious  of  all  titles.  Too  poor  to  pur- 
chase, or  to  hire,  they  are  constrained  to  drop 
themselves  and  families  on  some  uncultivated 
spot,  and  by  patient  toil  and  perseverance  have 
become  enabled  to  sub-ist.  If  you  levy  a  direct 
tax,  fronn  this  source  you  will  draw  a  consider- 
able portion  of  your  revenue. 

Again,  sir,  much  of  the  real  property  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union  is  leased  to  men  of  very  slen- 
der means,  and  most  generally  does  the  landlord 
require  in  the  lease,  that  his  tenant  shall  pay  the 
taxes.  Whatever  disasters,  therefore,  the  tenant 
may  experience,  yet  he  must  pay.  He  is  bur- 
dened, the  owner  escapes.  I  make  these  remarks 
to  show  that  you  are  not,  in  laying  a  direct  tax, 
imposing  it  upon  wealth,  but,  in  too  many  cases, 
upon  indigence,  absolute  poverty,  and  a  poverty, 
too,  which  human  foresight  could  not  prevent ; 
but  one  which  may  be  brought  on  by  sickness,  or 
loss,  or  both. 

The  wisest  object  of  all  Government  is.  to  tax 
the  wealthy,  and  not  the  indigent ;  to  tax  the  lux- 
uries, and  not  the  necessaries  of  life. 

It  IS  a  fact,  not  to  be  disputed,  that  a  vast  many 
of  the  hardy  and  enterprising  emigrants  who 
have  ventured  to  plant  themselves  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  who  have  purchased  their  lands  wholly 
on  credit,  have  undergone  almost  every  privation, 
have  found  much  difficulty  in  saving  what  has 
cost  them  so  much  fatigue,  for  the  want  of  funds 
to  pay  the  interest ;  and,  perhaps,  the  instalment 
of  iheir  purchase  would  be  through  men  who 
would  pay  much  of  this  tax ;  and  to  such  a  man, 
a  tax,  superadded  to  the  ordinary  taxes  of  the 
Slate,  may  become  a  burden  not  to  be  borne.  It 
may  be  the  ruin,  and  break  down  the  spirit  of  an 
honest,  industrious,  and  indispensable  portion  of 
the  community. 

In  a  tax  of  this  nature  you  may  expect  to  cre- 
ate much  discontent,  and  you  do  so  because  you 
do  not  leave  to  the  citizen  the  exercise  of  bis  vo- 
lition ;  and  I  have  always  believed  that  it  was 
an  interesting  and  important  object  with  lawgiv- 
ers, so  to  frame  their  laws  as  they  will  tend  to 


preserve  a  good  understanding  between  the  gov- 
ernors and  the  governed. 

Yes.  sir,  preserve  the  aflfections  of  your  citi- 
zens, and  you  have  all  you  want.  Once  break 
that  cord  of  affection,  and  you  have  nothing  left. 
If  this  position  is  true,  it  requires  no  very  accu- 
rate discernment  to  discover  which  is  the  true 
course,  and  a  little-4nowledge  of  the  disposition 
of  men  will  evince  the  truth  of  ihisaxiom:  That, 
while  men  will  suffer  much  when  left  to  choice, 
they  will  endure  but  little  without  murmuring, 
when  constrained  by  power  so  to  submit. 

Sir,  if  you  make  domestic  distilled  spirits  the 
object  of  taxation,  it  must  be  seen,  that  if  any 
part  of  the  tax  is  paid,  it  is  a  voluntary  payment. 
It  is  therefore  not  felt  or  complained  of.  being  paid 
only  by  the  man  who  chooses  to  be  taxed.  If  he 
considers  this  commodity  convenient  or  agreeable 
to  him.  he  purchases  it  with  its. encumbrance,  he 
knows  what  he  buys,  and  is  left  at  liberty  to  buy 
or  not  to  buy — no  reasonable  man  can  or  will 
complain. 

But,  sir.  there  are  other  considerations  which 
operate  strongly  on  my  mind  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion of  my  honorable  colleague  ;  and,  before  I 
proceed  to  mention  them,  I  beg  leave  to  introduce 
to  you  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Ingersoll)  whom  I  see  in  his  place; 
and  I  am  the  more  induced  to  do  it  seasonably, 
from  a  strong  sense  of  justice  to  that  gentleman, 
who  travelled  so  far  out  of  his  way,  in  his  speech 
of  yesterday,  to  visit  me.  I  say  lie  travelled  out 
of  his  way  ;  for  I  well  know  I  was  not  in  his 
way — thai  1  had  no  connexion,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, with  the  course  he  was  running;  and  yet, 
sir,  I  well  know  he  run  so  directly  foul  of  nie,  had 
he  not  stumbled,  he  most  unquestionably  would 
have  run  over  me. 

The  honorable  gentleman  began  by  telling  the 
Committee  thai  I  had  come  forward  in  a  speech, 
with  religion  in  my  heart,  and  politics  in  my 
head.  As  to  the  first,  sir,  I  will  only  say,  that  I 
humbly  hope  I  have  religion  in  my  heart,  and  if 
I  have,  I  ought  to  ihank  with  fervent  gratitude 
that  good  Author  of  my  being,  who  has  bestowed 
upon  me  this  precious  gift ;  and  I  really  wish  that 
1  could  with  sincerity  reciprocate  this  charge 
with  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Ingersoll.)  Whether 
I  can  or  not,  I  am  yet  to  learn  ;  and  whether  he 
has  that  religion  or  not  in  his  heart,  is  a  matter 
between  his  own  soul  and  a  God  of  Justice  as 
well  as  Mercy,  to  whom  he  is  responsible,  and 
before  whom  he  must  hereafter  appear  and 
answer. 

The  gentleman  next  expressed  his  total  igno- 
rance of  the  district  I  represented.  This  igno- 
rance I  presume,  sir,  will  not  surprise  the  Com- 
mittee; first,  because  I  have  led  an  obscure  life, 
in  comparison  with  some  gentlemen  ;  and  .sec- 
ondly, because  tbe  Committee  cannot  suppose 
that  the  honorable  gentleman,  whose  great  mind 
plays  with  no  less  toys  than  great  cities,  like  his 
own  dear  Philadelphia,  kingdoms  and  empires, 
should  know  the  obscure  district  which  I  repre- 
sent. Why,  sir.  the  honorable  gentleman  wields  a 
Napoleon  and  Frederick  with  all  their  armies  aad 
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Erap^es  as  easy  as  he  would  toss  a  guinea;  he 

shouUlers  a  continent  with  as  much  facility  as  a 

!    farmttr  would  shoulder  his  bushel  of  wheat.     He 

■    !»!nde?*  ("rora  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  Karaschatka 

iwith  one  colossal  step — from  there  to  Moscow 

i  ,m'ith  Bnother.     He  at  the  same  instant  stamps  the 

•  Prussian  monarchy  in  the  dust  with  one  foot, 
kicks  the  breath  out  of  John  Bull  with  the  other, 

>aiid  washes  his  hands  in  the  Dwina.  Why.  sir, 
;  he  compounds  politics,  morality,  ethics,  mineral- 
«  ogy,  history,  law,  chemistry,  astronomy,  philoso- 
".'  phy,  patriotism,  and  whiskey,  into  one  composi- 

•  tiOD.  with  as  much  ease  as  the  druggist  pounds  and 
compounds  soap  and  aloes  for  pills.  Really,  sir, 
I  could  have  no  reason  to  expect  the  gentleman 
could  coadescend  to  know  the  district  whose  hum- 
ble  representatipe    I  am.     But,  sir.  I  will    give 

t  the  gentleman  some  information  on  this  subject ; 

land  first,  permit  me  to  tell  him,  if  I  am  to  receive 

i    bis  ii>oral  and  political  principles  as  a  sample  of 

>  bis  cpnsutuents,  I  can  assure  him,  that  it  is  a  high 
consGilation  to  me  that  I  do  not  represent  the  dis- 
trict iif  Philadelphia.  But  I  do  represent  a  dis- 
trict pf  plain  farmers,  who  earn  their  bread  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brow,  who  are  affectionate, 

•  generous,  sincere,  and  should  their  rights  ever  be 
invaded,  their  enemies  will  find  they  are  brave; 
tbey  are  a  people,  sir,  who  labor  six  days,  and 
who  worship  their  God  one. 

It  is  true,  that  money  in  my  district  is  not  so 
abundant,  nor  does  it  possess  the  active  principles 
or  power  which  the  gentleman  mentions,  nor  has 
ii  so  much  patriotism,  that  when  the  govern- 
mental box  is  opened,  like  a  lame  pigeon,  it  will 
run  or  fly  instantly  into  the  cage.  No,  sir,  money 
io  my  district  has  no  such  convenient  property, 
even  at  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.,  as  it  has  in  the 
district  of  the  gentleman. 

If  the  gentleman  has  any  more  of  this  travel- 
ling money,  call  it  what  he  pleases,  soul  or  body 
of  w»r,  I  sincerely  wish  that  some  of  it  may  stray 
to  the  North,  and  save  my  poor  desponding  con- 
stituents from  that  ruin,  which  the  indiscreet 
measures    of   those    he    calls    his    friends    have 

•  I  brought  upon  them.  If  the  gentleman  will  send 
.;  but  a  few  dozen  of  genuine  bank  notes  into  my 
''  obscure  district,  I  will  obligate  myself,  that  my 
.constituents  shall  release  to  the  gentleman  and 
i*bi»  constituents,  all  the   blessings  of  war  and  di- 

>  rect  taxes. 
Sir,  the  gentleman's  speech  delivered  yesterday 

was  a  very  great  speech,  and  if  you  judge  of  its 
merits  by  its  superficial  contents,  (not  weight.) 
length  and  breadth,  by  the  foot,  board  measure, 
tke  speech  has  rarely  been  matched  by  any  speech 
either  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  from  the  days 
of  Isocrates.  down  to  the  honorable  gentleman, 
fjom  the  great  and  patriotic  whiskey-hating  city 
oi*  Philadelphia. 

Now,  sir,  one  word  about  whiskey.  The  gen- 
tleman has  told  us  his  city  drinks  no  whiskey  ;  of 
\  course  I  presume  the  gentleman  drinks  none,  and 
;  from  the  very  exalted  reputation-  he  has  in  such 
'  a  gluwiug  manner  given  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  I  should 
.  presume  he  drinks  none,  and  yet,  sir,  he  (Mr.  In- 
;  OKK80LL)  tells  us,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 


sury i»  now  more  than  halfteasooer.  Sir.  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  not 
imbibed  whiskey,  he  must  have  inhaled  some- 
thing at  least  as  exhilarating,  he  must  have 
snuffed  a  full  portion  of  oxygen  ;  for  sir,  it  is  im- 
possible that  the  gentleman  should  be  delivered 
of  so  great  a  speech,  which,  if  measured  as  before 
mentioned,  would  entitle  him  to  rank  with  the 
distinguished  orators  of  the  House — a  speech 
which  the  gentleman  acknowledge?  he  has  car- 
ried for  three  instead  of  nine  months,  since  its 
first  inception,  or  rather  conception — without 
some  powerful  inspiration,  and  that  he  bad  this 
aid,  no  one  who  heard  him  could  doubt,  for  really 
sir.  my  mind  was  very  much  bewildered,  or  the 
gentleman  was  farther  over  seas  than  the  honor- 
able whiskey-hating  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Now.  sir,  if  the  Committee  will  forgive  me  for 
this  long  digression,  which  really  has  nothing  to 
do  with  my  honorable  colleague's  motion  (Mr. 
Taylor)  no  more  than  two  hours  and  a  half  of 
the  honorable  gentleman's  (Mr.  Lngebsoll) 
sp>eech  had  with  the  subject  then  under  consid- 
eration, and  which  digression  I  have  made  with 
no  other  motive  than  to  pay  the  gentleman  a  debt 
of  courtesy,  which  I  really  and  honestiv  owed 
him  for  travelling  so  far  to  visit  me,  I  will  settle 
a  small  account  with  the  gentleman  which  has 
some  connexion  with  this  subject. 

If  I  understood  the  gentleman,  he  stated  ex- 
pressly that  morality  and  taxes  had  no  connexion. 
Now,  sir,  1  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  moral 
feelings  of  the  Committee,  to  refute  a  statement 
so  absurd,  and  by  that  good  sense  and  those  feel- 
ings It  will  most  undoubtedly  be  proved  to  be  in- 
correct. Sir,  is  it  nothing  to  a  Legislature, 
whether  their  laws  promote  or  destroy  public, 
moral,  and  private  virtue  ?  without  which,  let  me 
tell  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  I.ngersoll)  no  Govern- 
ment ever  did  or  ever  will  long  remain,  no  coun- 
try ever  was,  or  ever  will  be  prosperous. 

It  is  the  want  of  virtue,  and  the  w;int  of  piety 
in  law-makers,  that  court  the  angry  frowns  of 
Omnipotence  upon  their  country,  which  will  at 
one  time  or  other  meet  with  the  blighting  curse, 
that  shall  wither  and  destroy  all  prosperity,  peace, 
and  even  hope  itself. 

To  me,  sir,  it  appears  of  great  importance,  that 
out  laws  should  be  so  framed  as  to  cherish  the 
morals  of  our  countrymen,  to  prohibit  their  vices, 
to  punish  the  evil  doer,  and  hold  forth  strong  in- 
ducements for  men  to  be  industrious,  prudent,  and 
upright.  I  consider,  sir,  that  a  severe  tax  oa 
ardent  liquors  will  produce  this  effect.  If  it  it 
high  priced,  the  intemperate  who  have  not  ample 
means  to  purchase,  will  drink  less,  and  thereby 
contract  sober  habits.  If  it  is  very  low  and  easily 
obtained,  it  will  be  but  a  bait  that  will  invite  to 
intoxication.  For  my  part  I  am  very  willing,  if 
we  must  have  internal  taxes,  to  tax  thoroughly 
that  which  tends  to  the  promotion  of  evil,  and  to 
leave  unburdened  that  from  whose  breast  we  de- 
rive the  nurture  which  sustains  life. 

Sir.  I  will  make  but  one  more  remark.  It  is 
but  justice  that  the  burdens  as  well  as  the  benefits 
tesuUiog  from   our    Uoioo,   •boiild   be   equally 


borne.  Those  who  live  near  the  seaboard  pay  a 
large  revenue  to  the  Government,  which  is  laid 
on  imported  liquors,  while  the  more  remote  part 
of  the  Union  pay  little  or  nothing.  Certainly, 
sir,  it  must  be  perfectly  reasonable,  that  they  too 
should  contribute  their  share,  at  least,  in  some  pro- 
portion to  the  advantages  they  experience.  For 
these  reasons,  I  hope  sir,  the  motion  may  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  Committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  second  section  of  the  bill  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  73,  nays  08. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill  with  this  and  other  amend- 
ments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  The 
question  on  concurring  with  the  Committee  in 
striking  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tiv/.  For  concurrence  81,  against  it  83,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiAi — Messrs.  Arery,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Dowen,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Bur- 
well,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Cloplon,  Comstock,  Cooper, 
Coi,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Denoyelles,  Dewey,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Goldsboroug;h,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hams,  Ha«brouck,  Hawes,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Huf\y, 
Hungcrford,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  LetTerts,  Lovctt,  Markell,  Ma- 
con, McKim,  Miller,  Moffil,  Murfree,  Parker,  Picker- 
ing, Pickens,  Pitkin,  John  Keed,  Rich,  Richardf^on, 
Ridgely,  Sage,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Thompson,  Vose,  Webster,  Whealon,  WiJcoi, 
Wilson  of  Masnachusettii,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

Nats — MeiMrs.  .\lexandcr,  Alston,  .\nderBon,  Arch- 
er, Bard,  Bariiett,  Beall,  Benson,  Bibb,  Boyd,  Breck- 
enridgc.  Brown,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cheves, 
Clark,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Deaha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans, 
Findley,  F^rankhn,  (ihoUon,  Glasgow,  Gloninger,  Grif- 
6n,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys, 
Ingersoil,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Jackson  of  Virginia  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsbv,  Pearson,  Piper, 
PleasanU.  Post,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Rob- 
erU,  RoberUon,  Sevier.  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vu-ginia,  SUnford,  Tannehill, 
Troup,  White,  Whilehiil,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Yancey. 

So  that  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  disagreed  to,  the  second  section 
reinstated,  and  the  bill  was  again  referred  to  the 
tame  committee. 


Thcrsday.  July  1. 

Mr.  Archer  presented  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  the  petition  of  John  Pitchlynj  which 
were  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Miller,  the  select  commit- 
tee were  discharged  from  the  petition  of  Theo- 
philus  Barbaric,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  prohibit 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  carrying 
on  any  trade  or  traffic  with  the  dominions  or  de- 
pendencies of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ;"  also  a  bill  ''  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
be  built  barges  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States  ;"  also,  a  bill  "  to  ia- 
corporate  a  fire  insuran<-e  company,  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;"  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the  bill 
from  this  House,  "  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  first  mentioned  bill  of  the  Senate  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  morrow. 

The  second  mentioned  bill  of  the  Senate  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Naval  Establishment. 

The  third  mentioned  bill  of  the  Senate  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the   Senate  to 
the  bill  "  to  reward  tlie  officers  and  crew  of  the 
sloop  of  war  Hornet,"  were  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Naval  Establishment. 
WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties  was 
read  the  third  time;  and.  on  the  question  that 
the  same  do  pass,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  94,  nays  63.  as  follows : 

Yiis — Messrs.  .Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
fin, Grundy,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hyneman, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lrflerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  Mc- 
Lean, Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
RheaofTennessee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Penosyl- 
vania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.,  Benson,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Ca. 
perton.  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Geddea, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Howell, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
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Pirtjfn.  Post.  John  ReeJ,  Ritlgely,  Schureman,  ShefTcy, 
8fe^»W(XKl,  Sbipherd.  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hamp- 
sh})^,  Smith  of  New  York,  SUnford,  Stockton.  Strong, 
Stii^rt,  Sturges,  Tap^art,  Tallmadgc,  Thompson, 
V<^'^,  Ward  of  Masaachusett*,  Webster.  WheatoD, 
Wjl»ox,  Wilson  of  Masaachusetta,  and  Winter. 

jUr.  Co.vDicT  moved  to  be  permitted  to  record 
hi||i'0le  jn  the  afiinnative;  which  was  deter- 
ini|i«'d  in  the  ne<Tattve. 

jt^^ie  House  a^ain  resolved  itseif  into  a  Com- 
n]i£^e  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill,  which  has  been 
rec»^umiued  to  this  Committee,  laying  a  duty  od 
lici*ses  to  distillers  of  jpintuous  liquors. 

jkfr.  Taylor  renewed  the  motion  which  he 
mikV  yesterday  with  success,  in  the  Committee 
ofjijie  Whole,  but  which  was  reversed  by  a  ma- 
joi.'K'  of  one  vote  in  the  House,  viz:  to  strike 
ou|^e  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  imposes 
sp«y|fic  duties,  according  to  the  length  of  time 

forj^vhicli  the  license  is  renewed,  of cents 

forttych  gallon  of  the  capacity  of  every  still. 
-•T)ie  question  on  the  motion   was  decided   in 
the* negative:   For  the  motion  65,  against  it  81. 

Iflr.  FisK  then  moved  an  amendment,  the  ob- 
ject |tf  which  was  to  increase  the  duty  on  the 
caijAity  of  the  still  to  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 
ceu'l  more  than  it  now  stands  in  the  bill ;  which 
mQ;|)a  was  decided  in  the  negative:  For  the 
mc|ff>n  70.  against  it  78. 

!f»|indry  other  amendments  were  proposed  and 
di^fcssed.  some  of  which  were  adopted  and 
otiiis  rejected. 

After  this  bill  was  gone  though,  the  Commit- 
tee) Jo.. k  up  the  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax,  and, 
baf  jig  made  progress,  the  Committee  rose  and 
re|t|ted  progress  ;  an  i  the  House  adjourned. 


1^  FRinAV,  July  2. 

||r.  N«WTON.  from  the  Committee  of  Cora- 
mef|e  and  Manut'actures,  reported  a  biil  establish- 
ingiihe  town  of  Mobile  a  port  of  entry  ;  which 
wa*J-ead  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
reafl^the  third  time  to-day. 

\lj.  Crawford,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  iyie  petition  of  James  Lloyd,  raride  a  report; 
whp^  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
taijioJ  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Reived,  That  the  petition  of  James  Lloyd, 
w«ti>jihe  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to 
thef.1ecretary  of  the  Navy,  and  that  he  be  direct- 
ed binsake  such  inquiries  and  experiments  on  the 
subJijL't  as  he  may  tnink  necessary,  and  report  the 
resijll  thereof  to  this  House,  or  otherwise  employ 
the^irtitijner  in  the  service  of  the  Uuited  Stale.*, 
as  1)4  may  think  himself  warranted  from  the  na- 
turt^  ^f  the  discovery,  and  the  result  of  the  expe- 
rimff  ts  made  thereon  under  his  direction. 

\ji  NsLuoN,  from  the  Committee  oo  liie  Na- 
val ;l$iUt)lishmenl,  reported  the  agreetaeni  of  the 
Cocu>aJttee  to  the  amendment',  proposed  by  the 
Sensae  to  the  bill  -to  reward  the  officers  and 
cre^fof  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet." 

id  amendments  be  com- 
f  the  Whole  today, 
same  committee,  aI»o  re- 
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ported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  Sfcites  to  cause  to  be  built 
barges  for  the  defence  of  the  porti  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States.*' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  conomitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

After  a  short  but  animated  debate  on  this  bill 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  in  the  following  words: 

"  Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That,  for  the  protection  of  the 
porta  and  harbors  of  the  United  State*,  the  President 
shall  cause  to  be  built,  without  delay,  such  number  of 
barges  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  to  be  armed,  equip- 
ped, and  manned  as  he  may  direct,  of  a  siie  not  leu 
than  forty-five  feet  long,  and  capable  of  carrying  heavy 
guna." 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed,  without  a  division. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
Mr.  FtSK,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  resolution  directing  an  in- 
quiry into  the  legality  of  the  election  of  Joh.n  M. 
BowEBs,  a  sitting  member  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  made  the  following  report : 

That,  by  a  return  of  the  votea  from  the  fifteenth  di«- 
trict,  in  said  State,  it  appeari)  that  John  M.  Bowera  had 
4,287;  Isaac  Williamd,  junior,  4.129;  Isaac  Wilhams 
434;  John  M.  Bowey  1;  several  other  persons,  in 
all    17. 

From  this  statement,  it  resalts  that  John  M.  Bowera 
had  a  majority  of  158  votes  over  Isaac  Williams,  jun. 

By  the  affidavit  of  Luther  Hisseli,  and  the  statement 
of  the  silting  member,  it  ap(.ear8  that  there  are  three 
persons  of  the  name  of  Isaac  Williams,  residing  with- 
in the  district,  one  of  whom  m  designated  hv  the  addi- 
tionyunioT;  and  it  is  candidly  admitted  by  .Mr.  Bowers, 
that  Isaac  Williams,  junior,  and  John  M.  Bowers,  were 
the  only  candidates  at  this  rWlion,  within  his  knowl- 
edge. It  appears  probable  to  the  tJommittee  that  the 
votes  given  to  John  Bowers  and  John  M.  Bowey  were 
all  intended  for  John  M.  Bowera;  and  that  those  given 
for  Isaac  Williams  were  intended  for  Isaac  Williams, 
junior;  which  opinion  seems  to  be  strengthened  by 
the  fact  that,  in  four  towns  in  said  district,  nearly  one 
hundred  votes  were  given  in  each  for  Isaac  WiUiana, 
and  not  one  for  laaac  Williams,  junior.  If  this  be  ad- 
mitted, 

Isaac  Williams,  junior,  will  have      -         -         -  4,663 
John  .M.  Bowers, 4,368 

Lemving  to  Isaac  Williams,  junior,  a  majority  of    SOS 

Bat  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  further  evi- 
dence is  necessary,  to  form  a  correct  decision  ;  and,  in 
order  to  aflbrd  Umc  to  procure  the  same,  they  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Ke3olved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
subject  be  postponed  to  the  first  Wcdnenday  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress." 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

DEFENCE  OF  MARITIME  FRONTIER. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  oo  the  bill  to  ameod  the  act  in  addt* 
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lion  to  the  act  for  raising  an  additional  military 

force. 

The  Grst  section  of  the  bill  authorizes  the  en- 
listment (at  the  discretion  of  ttie  Executive)  of 
five  of  the  regiments  of  what  are  usually  called 
the  twelve  months'  men  (authorized  by  an  act  of 
last  session)  to  be  for  and  during  the  war,  instead 
of  twelve  months,  to  be  limited,  as  to  service,  to 
the  defence  of  the  seaboard  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  such  part  thereof  as  the  President  may  select 
and  determine. 

This  section  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Trolp  explained  the  views  of  the  Military 
Committee  in  recommending  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  He  spoke  of  the  state  of  defence  of  our  sea- 
board. It  would  be  indiscreet  and  imprudent,  he 
said,  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  the  state  of 
our  seaports,  as  to  their  relative  state  of  defence. 
It  was  true,  that  all  our  seaports  might  not  be  per- 
fectly defended;  but  the  situation  of  the  United 
Slates  in  this  respect  was  pretty  much  the  situa- 
tion of  every  country  engaged  in  a  state  of  war. 
It  was  never  practicable  for  any  Government  to 
place  beyound  the  reach  of  insult  every  point  of 
Its  frontier.  If  our  population  were  a  thousand 
times  more  dense,  it  our  military  resources  were 
a  thousand  times  greater,  we  should  not  be  able 
effectually  to  protect  our  seacoast.  When  we  look 
at  Holland  and  France,  with  their  dense  popula- 
tion, and  multiplied  resources,  and  find  that  they 
are  not  at  all  times  exempt  from  apprehension 
and  danger,  we  feel  the  less  disposition  to  be  dis- 
satisfied at  the  present  state  of  our  maritime  for- 
tifications and  defence.  Notwithstanding  the  de- 
fence of  our  harbors  is  by  no  means  perfect;  it  i*. 
at  least,  respectable,  and  nearly  complete,  so  far 
as  fortifications  are  efficient  to  that  end.  .Mr.  T. 
said,  he  could  go  further  than  this,  and  say  that 
the  maritime  cities  of  Europe  are  not  generally 
better  defended  than  ours.  Supposing  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  fortifications  on  our  seaboard  could 
be  extended  into  a  line  of  battery  or  redoubt 
along  the  coast,  you  would  have  a  heavy  piece 
of  artillery  at  every  distance  of  one  thousand 
four  hundred  yards.  This  must  be  considered  at 
least  a  tolerable  defence.  A  few  additional  forti- 
fications, however,  were  yet  required,  and  a  force 
adequate  to  man  them.  True  it  was.  Mr.  T. 
said,  that  we  had  men  in  abundance  in  service, 
militia,  "and  volunteers;  but  militia  and  volun- 
teers would  not  do  for  garrison  duty.  It  would 
be  idle  for  him  at  this  day  to  enter  into  aa  argu- 
ment to  show  that  this  species  of  force  was  not 
serviceable  for  garrison  duty.  It  was  necessary 
to  substitute  this  force  by  one  of  a  different  de- 
scription, better  qualified  for  that  duty.  It  was 
therefore  proposed  to  raise  five  regimetttsof  men 
exclusively  for  this  purpose;  which,  with  five 
regiments  of  the  twelve  months'  men  authorized 
to  be  raised  on  the  Atlantic  border,  and  five  regi- 
ments of  other  troops  to  be  retained  in  service, 
would  make  an  aggregate  of  fifteen  thousand 
men  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier. 

Mr.  T.,  however,  wished  bO  to  modify  the  bill 
as  that  the  destination  of  this  force  should  be  sub- 
ject to  be  changed  by  act   of  Congress,  if  Coa- 
13tli  Con.  Lst  Stss.— 13 


gress  should  hereafter  deem  it  expedient;  and  he 
moved  an  amendment  to  that  effect. 

After  a  desulutory  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Trolp.  Gholson.  VVhight.  Clay.  Grosve.nor, 
Bkadley.  and  Taylor,  took  p;trt.  principally  turn- 
ing on  the  propriety  of  enlisting  men  for  a  parti- 
cular service  or  destination,  this  amendment  was 
neijatived — 58  to  52. 

Mr.  Bradley  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
that  part  of  the  section  which  restricts  these  mea 
to  a  particular  service;  which  motion  was  neg- 
atived. 

The  remaining  sections  of  the  bill,  relating  to 
minor  amendments  in  the  existing  laws  relating 
to  the  army,  were  struck  out.  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Trocp.  and  the  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Joha 
Taliaferro,  contesting  the  election  of  John  P. 
Ilungerford. 

At  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  after  much  debate,  without  having  gone 
through  the  business,  and  were  refused  leave  to 
sit  again,  and  the  House  adjuurneJ. 


Satlrday,  July  3. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Thornton,  keeper  of  the  Patent  Office,  praying  aa 
increase  of  com|)ensalion,  and  that  the  privilege 
of  franking  may  be  extended  to  him  in  his  offi- 
cial capacity. —  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  engrossed  bill  establishing  the  town  of 
.Mobile  a  port  of  entry,  was  read  a  third  time,and 
passed. 

Mr.  Benson  laid  upon  the  table  a  resolution  to 
the  following  effect,  with  an  intimation  that  he 
should  call  fur  its  consideration  on  Monday  : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  this 
House,  jointly  with  a  committee  to  be  apf>ointed  by 
the  Senate,  to  consider  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
done  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  to  re- 
port at  what  time  the  two  Houses  may  adjourn." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  supplemental  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  on  the  contested  election  of  John  P. 
Hungerford,  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

PUNISHMENT  OF  PIRACY. 
Mr.  Ikgersoll,  after  a  number  of  pertinent  re- 
marks on  the  present  defects  of  the  law  providing 
for  the  punishment  of  piracy,  and  on  the  jarring 
decisions  made  by  the  judiciary  officers  thereon, 
and  also  on  the  present  vexat.ous  and  difficult 
mode  of  taking  depositions  to  be  read  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  offered  two  resolutions  for 
inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  laws 
in  these  respects.  These  resolutions  he  proposed 
to  lay  on  the  table,  to  be  called  up  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congre>s.  On  the  suggestion  of  the  Speak- 
er, that  this  course  was  contrary  to  the  rules,  ac- 
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ctirimg  to  wLJch  a  posipooement  beyond  the 
se^lou  is  taiitiraount  lo  a  general  or  indefinite 
pcpX)onement,  the  House  refused  to  consider  the 
re^lutions,  which  now,  of  course,  lie  on  the  table. 
xlJrssoluiions  are  as  follows  : 

)\kaoktd,  Thtt  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
fcejjf^tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  w  al- 
ter;«jk  that  part  of  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of 
a»«T4ih  September.  1761).  entitled  "  An  act  to  eaub- 
bal)*h«  JutUcial  CourU  of  the  United  State*,"  aa  re- 
iMttZ  to  lli«  regulations  for  uking  depoaitiona  to  be 
re^^n  the  courts  of  the  Inited  States,  as  will  afford  a 
m^ri  certain  and  leas  defective  mode  of  taking  dcpoai- 
Uojiiand  Iratimony  in  general,  than  is  now  prescribed 
bj  Ae  aaid  aection  of  the  said  act. 

kxHuohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be-iwtnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
•ng  the  s-CTcral  laws  of  the  United  States  relat- 
o  thai  subject,  as  more  effectually  to  define  the 
8  of  piracy  and  robbery  on  the  high  seas,  and 
Je  the  punishment  therefor,  and  that  the  said 
(littee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

BILLS  FRO.M  THE  SENATE. 

*\*niesiage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thiitthe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for  the  relief 
of  Ihomas  Denney  -,'"  also  a  bill  to  relinquish  the 
cUlii&  of  the  United  States  to  certain  goods, 
wi^iTs  and  merchandise,  captured  by  private 
arjild  vessels;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the 
coifurrence  of  ihis  House. 

•l*e  first  mentioned  bill  from  the  Senate  was 
ten  '  twice  and  committed  to  a  Comraitiee  of  the 
WJJ'  lie  on  Monday  next. 

1,  le  second  mentiont-d  bill  from  the  Senate 
w\  read  twice  and  rvferred  to  the  Committee  of 
W*  s  and  Means. 

i  ie  House  spent  some  lime  in  Coraraitt«e  of 
thc_;»vVhule.  on  the  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax, 
anJ  havin?  risen  at  the  usual 'hour,  tlie  Com- 
m*,  ^e  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

T  le  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
mt!U  s  reported  by   the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  \\  e  bill  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distiller-  of 
»pif    uous  liquors,  and  the  same  being  again  read 
wei    concurred  in  by  ttie  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Tayloh,  fur- 
thest 10  amend  the  bill  by  sinking  out  the  first  and 
aeci;  id  sections,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to 
iDa«,  i.  the  following  ; 

T!  at,  upon  all  spirits  which,  after  the  first  day  of 
Jaift  irv  next,  shall  be  .listilled  within  the  United 
Ht»j'  »,  wholly  or  in  part,  from  molasses,  sugar,  or  other 
forei  n  mulerials.  there  shall  be  paid  for  their  use,  the 
dutS'  *  following,  that  u  to  say  : 

t:  ;  every  gallon  of  thoae  spiriU,  of  the  first  class  of 
proln    t«n  cents ,  for  every   gallon   of  those  spirits,  of 
tkeTlcond  class  of  proof,  eleven  cents;  for  every  gal- 
those  spirits,  of  the  third  class  of  proof,   twelve 
;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits,  of  the  fourth 
jf  proof,  fourteen  cents;  for  every  gallon  of  those 
[«  of  the  fifth  class  of  proof,  eighteen  cents;  and 
}ery  gallon   of  those  spirits  of  the  sixth  class  of 
|,  twenty-five  cents.     And,  upon  all  spirits  which, 
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after  the  said  day,  ahall  be  distilled  within  the  United 
States,  from  materiaJs  of  the  growth  or  pro«luce  of  the 
United  States,  there  shall  be  paid  tlie  duties  following, 
that  ia  to  say  : 

For  every  gallon  of  thoae  spirits  of  the  first  class  of 
proof,  seven  cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  apirils  of 
the  second  class  of  proof,  eight  cenu ;  for  every  gallon 
of  those  spirits  of  the  third  clasa  of  proof,  nine  cent*, 
for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  fourth  clasa  of 
proof,  eleven  cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  thoae  spirits  of 
the  fifth  clasa  of  proof,  thirteen  cents ;  and,  for  every 
gallon  of  thoae  spirits  of  the  aixth  class  of  proof,  eigh- 
teen cents. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's 
amendment,  and  there  appeared — yeas  82,  nayji 
82.  Ai  follows: 

Ykas — Messra.  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Benson,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Bowers,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Bradley,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Champion,  CUley, 
Clopton,  Comatock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Denoyellea,  Dewey,  Ely,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gaston, 
Goldsborough,  (Joodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbroock, 
Hawes,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Maaaacbu- 
setta,  Kingof  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lovett,  Mark- 
ell,  McKim,  Miller,  Moffitt.  Moaeley.  Parker,  Pickering. 
Pitkin,  Poat,  John  Keed,  Rich,  Kichardson,  Rugglea. 
Schureman,  Sherwood.  Shipberd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  Hamp«>hire,  Smith  of  New  York  Stockton, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor. 
Teliair,  Thompson,  Voae,  \V«rd  of  Masaachuselta, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 
Winter,  WooJ,  Wright. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderaon, 
.\rcber,  Bard,  Barnett.  Beall,  Bibb,  Breckcnridge,  Ca- 
perton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Chevcs,  Clark, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Dawson,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Find- 
ley,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gloninger, 
Gourdin,  (iriffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hyneman,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn.  Lewis,  Lowndes.  Lyie, 
McCoy,  McKee.  .McLean,  Montgomery,  .Moore,  Ncl- 
aon,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleas- 
ants, Potter,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Roberta,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Scy- 
bert.  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennaylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia.  Stanford,  TannchiU.  Troup,  Ward  cf  Now 
Jefaey,  White,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey. 

The  Speaker  declared  himself  in  the  nega- 
tive; so  the  said  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Grcndy  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  a  clause  limiting  the  duration  of  this 
act  to  the  end  of  the  present  war. 
'  Mr.  FisK  moved  to  am^nd  this  amendment  so 
as  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  law  to  one  year, 
and  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses>iun  of  Congress 
thereafter.     This  motion  was  negatived,  yeas  54. 

After  some  objections  to  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Grcndy  by  Mr.  Montgomery  and  Mr.  Fi9K, 
and  in  reply  theretj  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  question 
thereon  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  85. 
nays  43. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  lo 
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amend  the  bill,  bjr  adding  •  new  seetion  therfto, 
as  follows : 

And  for  the  encouragement  of  the  export  trade  of 
the  United  States  : — 

8ec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any 
quantity,  not  less  than  one  hundred  gallons,  of  the 
spirits  distilled  at  any  of  the  stills,  whereupon  any  of    WcCoy,  McKee,   McKim,   Moore,  Murfree,  Newton, 


of  Vermont,  Piak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  GrilBn, 
Grundy,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hub- 
bard, Hyneman,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackaon  of 
Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kerabaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
of  North  Carolina,   LcfferU,  Lewis.   Lowndes,  LyIe. 


the  duties  imposed  by  thia  act  shall  have  been  paid,  or 

secured  to  be  paid,  ahall,  after  tbe day  of 

next,  be  exported  from  the  United  States,  to  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  there  shall  be  an  allowance  to  the 
exporter  or  exporters  thereof,  by  way  of  drawback,  a 
■um  equal  to  the  duties  on  the  still  or  stills  while  em- 
ployed in  distilling  the  quantity  of  spirits  so  lo  be  ex- 
ported, af  which  a  trua  account  ahall  be  given  by  the 
dialilier,  on  oath,  deducting  from  auch  drawbacii,  half 
a  cent  per  gallon,  and  adding  to  the  allowance  upon 
spirits  dutilled  withm  th«  United  Slates  from  molasses, 
which  shall  be  so  exported,  tan  cents  per  gallon,  as  aa 
•^uivalent  for  the  duty  upon  molaaaes ;  which  draw- 
back shall  be  under  th«  aame  provisions,  restnctioos, 
and  liniitations,  as  drawbacks  on  foreign  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandiae.  entered  for  exportation,  or  entitled  to 
a  drawback,  agreeably  to  **  An  act  to  regulate  the  coliec- 
tioa  of  duties  on  imporu  and  tonnage  ;"  mutatu  mu- 
tandis ;  and  sobslituting  the  collector  of  internal  du- 
ties for  the  collector  of  customs. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, to  insert,  before  the  word  **  domestic." 
in  the  fifth  line  of  the  second  section,  the  words 
"  foreign  or,"  and  to  strike  out  from  ihe  said  sec- 
ond section,  the  following  words: 

For  a  still  or  stilla  empbyed  in  distilling  spirits  from 
foreign  materials,  for  a  licen&e  for  the  employment 
thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  month,  twenty- 
five  cents  for  every  gallon  of  the  capacity  of  every  such 
still,  including  the  head  thereof;  fur  a  license  for  and 
during  tbe  term  of  three  months,  sixty  cents  for  each 
gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license  for 
and  during  the  terms  of  aix  months,  one  hundred  and 
five  cents,  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ; 
for  a  hcen^e  for  one  year,  one  hundred  and  thirty -five 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  aforeaaid. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  67,  nays  83,  as 
follows  : 

Y«As — Messrs.  Archer,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brig- 
ham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cheves,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Creighton,  Davenport,  Davis  of  MaHsachusietla, 
Dewey,  Ely,  Geddes,  Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Hale, 
Hall,  Howell,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetu,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McLean,  Miller, 
Moffitt,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oakley.  Pearson,  Picker- 
ing, Pitkin,  PleasanU,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Sheffey.  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Vosc,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetu,  Webster,  Wheaton,  While,  Wilcox,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Anderson, 
Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Davu  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow,   Findley,  Fuk 


Ormsby,  Pickena,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tenneasee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  PenosjU 
vania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Bradley  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  the  second  sec-  • 
lion  the  following  proviso:  Provided,  That  there 
shall  be  paid  upon  each  still  employed  wholly  on* 
thedistiliation  of  roots,  but  one-half  the  rates  ofdu- 
lies  above  mentioned,  according  to  the  capacity 
of  such  still.  And  the  question  thereon  being 
taken,  it  passed  in  ths  affirmative — yeas  84,  aays 
74,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  -Anderson,  Avery, 
Barnett,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Davis,  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyellea,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Earle,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholaon, 
Glaagow,  Gloninger,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Maasachusetta,  Lcfferta, 
LyIe.  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nel- 
son. Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasanta,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Roberts,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson, 
Troup.  Vose,  Webster,  White.  Whitehill,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Maasachu- 
setu,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Bowers,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigbam,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Champion, 
Cheves,  Clark,  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dawson,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Croldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  How- 
ell, Hufty,  Hungerford,  Hyneman,  Irwin,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  North  Caro- 
hna,  Lewia,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Macon,  McKee, 
.Miller,  Moffitt.  Moseley, Oakley, Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering. Pitkin,  Pokt,  Potter,  John  Reed.  William  Reed, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rug- 
gles, Schureman,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Smith  of 
New  York.  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  7'agfart, 
Tallmadgv,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

The  bill  was  further  amended;  and  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  King  to  insert  the  folluwing 
proviso  to  the  end  of  the  twentv-ninth  line  :  Pro- 
vided^ That  the  Collector  of  Internal  Duties  be 
authorized  to  deduct,  from  the  duty  on  stilbi  em- 
ployed tn  distilling  spirits  from  mola.sses,  the 
amount  of  duties  paid  on  the  molasses  so  distilled, 
on  the  exportation  of  said  spirit  withm  six  months 
from  distilling  thereof,  and  in  quaatity,  not  less 
than  one  hundred  gallons. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  tbe  bill  was  then  or- 
dered to  lie  00  the  table. 
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Monday,  July  5. 
IfiJ.  FisK,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 


of  v^ndry  aliens,  lately  residing  in  the  city 
T^^'f;^^  York,  and  now  renoaining  at  FishkilJ. 
iW'ttaie  of  New  York,   slating  their 


of 

ia 

intention 

•ome  citizens  of  the  United   States,  having 

the    preparatory  steps;  and    praying   per- 

)a  to  return   to  the  city  of  New  York  for 

irpose  of  pursuing  their  usual  avocatioa>, 

5uch   restrictions  as  Congress  may  think 

[r  to  prescribe.— Referred  to  the  Coramillee 

-reign  Relations. 

e  SfEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
fro?igthe  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of 
WklSaiTi  Taiham.  referred  to  him  at  the  last  ses- 
Tf  Congress.— Laid  on  the  table. 

motion  of  Mr.  Benson,  ihe  House  pro- 
Fd  to  consider  the  resolution,  submitted  by 
<D  the  third  instant,  relative  to  an  adjourn- 
me^  cf  Congress;  and  the  same  being  again 
rea'jjwas  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  Mr. 
BesCin.  Mr.  Gru.ndy,  Mr.  Hyneman.  Mr.  Tel- 
fAiji  *and  Mr.  .McCoy,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mil(A;  Qa  the  part  of  this  House. 


I       T 

f  Hou 


THE  WAYS  AND  .MEANS. 

Tit  House  resumed  the  consideration   of  the 
bill  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  >pir- 


llU(%i 

byS 
on  K 
said 


liquors. 

question  recurred  on  the  proviso  proposed 

Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  and   depending 

turday ;  on  which  Mr.  Kino  withdrew  the  j 


I 

said  Proviso. 

Amrjtion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin  to  re- 
comJi^lhe  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meaij-;,  with  instruction  to  report  a  section  or 
sections  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exportation 
of  siVits  distilled  from  foreign  materials;  and 
negVijived — yeas  42.  nays  lOS,  as  follows: 

Va* — Meisrs.  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  j 
Bow«s,  Bovd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Champion,  Coop- 
er, Avenport,  Davis  of  .Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely, 
Ho^  •!,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Massachu- 
»€tU,|t.oveH,  .Markell,  .Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pick- 
erin^ff  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sher- 
wcKkJ|tSchureman,  Shiphcrd,  Smith  of  New  Hamp- 
•hu^JSmilh  of  New  V'ork.  Sturges,  Tallmadge, 
Thty'vpson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wik^i,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

N.^8 — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .\nder8on,  .\r- 
cherT.\Ter>,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen, 
Bree|«;nridge,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell, 
Calhiin,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clark,  Clopton,  Com- 
•tocV*  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cul- 
pep^'ii  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duv  »<,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fiskfcf  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  (leddes, 
Gh«-!^>n,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin, 
GrillL,  Grundy,  Hail,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of 


Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Hyneman, 
IngrAoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
nedjmKent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr, 
Ker^Eiw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts, 
LoMkJjes,  I.yle.  Macon,  .VIcCoy,  McKee,  .McKira,  .Mc- 
Lea^  .Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Orn.*>y,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Per>4^ylvaiiia,    Rhea    of  Tennessee,   Rich,   Ringgold, 

V 


Roane,  RoberU,  RoberUon,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Shetfey,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  White,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  instruction  to  equalize  the  duties  oa 
the  stills  employed  in  distilling  from  both  foreiga 
and  domestic  materials.    Negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ia 
the  affirmative — yeas  99.  nays  51.  as  follows: 

YtAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  .\lston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, .\very,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheve«, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Comstook,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Gritfin,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Harris,  Ha.sbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky. Hubbard,  Hungerford,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
Carolina.  Letferta,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  .Macon,  .McCoy, 
•McKee,  .McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  .Moore,  Mur- 
free, Nelson.  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tenneasee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  RoberU,  Robertson,  Sevier, 
Seybert.  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood» 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.,  Bigelow,  Bowers, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Mahsachuxetts,  Desha, 
Ely,  Geddes,  Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Hale,  Howell, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moaelej, 
Pickering.  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ridgelr, 
Ruggles,  Schureman.  ShelTey.  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges, 
Taggart  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Webster,  Wheatnn,  White,  Wilcox,  Wd- 
son  of  .Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  tax  bills.  The  bill  to  lay  and 
collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States, 
was  then  taken  up,  and  discussed,  amended  and 
reported  to  the  House,  and  the  Committee  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again,  on  the  remaining  bills. 

The  House  thun  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  di- 
rect tax  bill  ;  but  adjourned  before  having  gone 
through  the  same. 


TiESDAY,  July  6. 
Mr.  Tboup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  '■  for 
the  relief  of  in6rm,  disabled,  and  superannuated 
officers  and  soldi'jrs  of  the  late  and  of  the  present 
Army  of  the  United  States,"  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  b  11  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 
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THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  lay  a  duty  on  licenses  to 
distiller?  of  sjiirituous  liquors,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

[This  bill  proposes  a  duty  on  licenses  to  dis- 
tillers, as  follows:  For  the  employment  of  a  still 
or  stills  employe<l  in  distilling  spirits  from  do- 
mestic materials;  for  two  Veeks,  nine  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  the  capacity  thereof,  including  the 
head;  for  one  month,  eighteen  cents;  for  two 
months,  thirty-two  cents;  for  three  months,  forty- 
two  cents;  for  four  months,  fifty-two  cents  ;  for 
six  months,  seventy  cents  ;  for  one  year,  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capa- 
city as  aforesaid.  For  a  license  for  the  employ- 
ment of  a  still  or  stills  in  the  distillation  of  spirits 
from  foreign  materials:  for  one  month,  twenty- 
five  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity;  for 
three  months,  sixty  cents;  for  six  months,  one 
hundred  and  five  cents;  for  one  year,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its 
capacity.  And  for  every  boiler,  however  con- 
structed, employed  in  distilleries  by  steam,  dou- 
ble the  amount  on  each  gallon  of  its  capacity, 
which  would  be  payable  for  said  license  if  grant- 
ed for  the  same  terms  and  to  employ  the  same 
materials  for  a  still.] 

The  bill  was  passed,  by  the  following  vote: 

YiAS — Meaars.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  .\rcher, 
Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Eurle,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
Bon,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn.  CJ riffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Hungerford,  Hyneman,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefl'erts,  LyIe,  Macon,  Mc- 
Coy, McKee,  McKim,  .McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  New- 
ton, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pensylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehill, Taylor,  Telfai.',  Troup,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright, 
and  Yancey — 85. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.,  Benson,  Bowers, 
Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Cox,Cuipci>er,  Davenport,  Desha,  Ely, Gaston, Geddes, 
Howell,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  .Massachusetts,  Lovett,  .Markell,  .Moffit,  Mose- 
ley. Oakley,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shipherd,  Smith 
of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Siurges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whealon, 
White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter — 49. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  the  hill  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
within  the  United  States. 

And  the  said  amendments  being  read,  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fi3k, 
of  New  York,  to  disagree  to  the  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  words  "one  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars,"  the 
■sum  proposed  by  the  said  bill  to  be  levied  and 


collected  within  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York  :  When,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Post, 
that  the  bill  be  recominiiled  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  ;  and.  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Fisk.  to  disagree  to  the  said  amendment ; 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

One  other  amendment  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  was  also  disagreed 
to.  and  the  residue  of  the  said  amendments  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Burwell 
further  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  there- 
from that  part  which  apportions  the  tax  on  the 
several  counties  of  Virginia,  and,  in  lieu  thereof, 
to  insert  the  following  : 


'  On  the  county  of — 


Lee 

Washington 

Grayson 

Russell 

Wythe 

Tazewell 

Botetourt 

Montgomery 

Giles 

Monroe 

Greenbriar   - 

Kanhawa 

(Cabell 

Mason 

Randolph 

Harrison 

Wood 

Monongalia  - 

Ohio 

Brooke 

Bath 

Pendleton     - 

Hardy 

Hampshire   - 

Rockbridge  - 

Augusta 

Rockingham 

Shenandoah 

Frederick 

Berkley  and 
Jefferson     - 

Bedford 

Patrick 

Henry 

Franklin 

Campbell 

Chariotte 

Pittsylvania - 

Halifax 

Mecklenburg 

Lunenburg  - 

Brunswick    - 

Nottawav 

Pr.  Edwkrd  - 

Buckingham 

Cumberland 

Amelia 

Powhatan     - 

Dinwiddie  & 
town  of  Pe- 
tersburg 


$347  60 
1,894  60 

233  50 
1,336  00 
1,5.38  50 
1,267  00 
3,114  50 
1,312  50 

540  60 
1,030  50 
1,706  60 
2,167  60 
1,546  50 
1,130  50 
6,465  60 
2,672  60 
1,338  50 
2,992  60 
1,9U7  60 
1,196  60 
2,305  60 
1,428  60 
2,126  .50 
3,795  50 
3,391  50 
6,739  50 
6,162  50 
5,978  50 
11,876  50 

13,022  50 
5,233  50 
770  50 
1,304  50 
2,004  50 
3,852  50 
3,090  60 
4,363  50 
6,786  50 
6,866  50 
3,821  60 
4,879  50 
4,322  50 
4,414  50 
5,741  50 
4,716  60 
5,002  50 
3,899  60 


8,192  50 


"  On  the  countv  of — 

Chesterfield'- $6,440  ."iO 


Pr.  George 

Greenville 

Sussex 

Southampton 

Surry 

Isle  of  Wight 

Nansemond  - 

Norfolk     and 

borough 
Princess   Ann 
Elizab'h    City 
Warwick 
York 

James  City    - 
New  Kent     - 
Charles  City  - 
Henrico 
Goochland 
Hanover 
Amherst   and 

Nelson 
Albemarle 
Fluvaana 
Orange 
Madison 
Culpeper 
Fauquier 
Pr.  WiUiam  - 
Stafford 
Loudon 
Fairfax 
Spottsylvania 
Louisa 
Caroline 
King  George  - 
Westmorel'd  - 
Richmond 
Northumber'd 
Lancaster 
King  William 
KingdcQueetl 
Essex 
Middlesex 
Gloucester     - 
.Matthew^ 
Accomac 
Northampton 


2,988  60 
2,635  60 
3,945  50 
4,656  60 
2,-.i44  50 
2,688  50 
3,203  50 

9,867  50 
2,417  60 
839  50 
856  .50 
1,373  50 
1,525  50 
2,687  50 
2,154  60 
8,060  50 
4, .556  60 
6,049  50 

9.513  00 
9,497  60 
2,131  50 
5,206  60 
4,247  50 
8,692  50 

8.940  50 
6,251  50 
3,579  50 
8,130  .50 
6,354  50 
6,262  50 
4,425  50 
7,104  50 
2,736  50 

3.514  50 
2,624  50 
3,016  .50 
1,954  60 
3.464  50 
2,860  50 
3,336  50 

1.941  50 
3,397  60 
1,611  50 
5,139  50 
3,107  60 


Total        $361,037  50 
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Aid  the  question  (hereon  being  taken,  it  was 
detefmined  ia  the  affiroiative — yeas  87,  nays  50, 
as  fc|luw5 : 

Vi4»i — Me««r«.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Barr* It,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Breckenridge.  Burwell, 
Butjy,  Ca|>erten,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves, 
Omx\  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Cul- 
p<'p*\  Denoyelles,  Deaha.  Earle,  Findley,  Forney, 
Fra*^in,  Gholaon,  Gloninger,  (ioodwyn,  Gourdin, 
Gri^iS,  Grundy,  H»tf,  Harria,  Hasbrouck,  Hubbard, 
Hyn  Kian,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackcon  of  Vir- 
ginia^ Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerahaw,  Kilbourn, 
Kinatif  North  Carolina,  Lefferta,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Ma- 
con,; JlcKim,  McLean,  Miller,  Moore,  Murfree,  New- 
ton, jtarker,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Post, 
Pottl^  1.  Rea  of  Penngylvania,  Rich,  Roane,  Roberts, 
RobtJ  tson,  Schureman.  Sovier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffey, 
^Sheir<  ood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Starii  rd,  Ttllmadge,  Tannehill,  Thompson,  Troup, 
Wel>s  ;er.  and  Yancey. 

Nn  9 — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd  Bradbury,  Bngham,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper. 
Dtvci  port,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  (Jrosvenor,  Hawes,  Howell, 
Ha«g  srford,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  Kingof  Masaa- 
chu»fr  ts.  Lewis,  Lorett,  McCoy,  .Moffitt,  Montgomery, 
Most  f.j,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam leed,  Ruggles,  8agr,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire, 
Smi^"  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia.  tSiuart,  Stur- 
ges,  .tiggart,  Taylor,  Vose,  Ward,  of  MassachusetU, 
Whc«ton,  White,  Whitchill,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

A  kioiion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  fur- 
ther i)  amend  the  bill  bv  sinking  out  the  follow- 
ing: . 


•*  \r^hich  several  quoUs  on  the  count»es  of  the  State 
of  O^^),  are  exclusively  of  the  taxes  on  lands  lying  in 
the  ajiii  counties,  respectively,  and  owned  by  persons 
not  rr|idtng  in  the  State." 

"  A^d  on  lands  owned  bv  persons  not  residing  in  the 
8Ut«,^61,629  91." 

AfiJ  thp  (juestion  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
dete((|iii)ed  m  the  negative — yeas  62.  nays  81,  as 
follows: 

Yi,  4 — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
Bige^n  y,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caper- 
ton,  ('  lainpion,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culp^  er,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis 
of  Pf  iisylvania,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely,  Geddes,  Gros- 
venoi»  Hale,  Howell,  Hufty.  Hungerford,  Jackson  of 
Rhod(  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachu- 
setu,  ewis,  Lovctt,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Mont- 
gome,  ,  Moseley,  Oakley  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  ;  oUer,  John  Reed,  AV'ra.  Reed,  Rid^ely,  Schure- 
man, leffty,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  N.  York, 
Stocky;  n,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Vose,  Ward  of 


New  • 


■rfcey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcox,  Wil- 


son yj'  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

^^'C — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avcrv. 
Bard,Jaarmtt,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Butle'r, 
Caldt-  II,  Calhoun,  Chap{>ell,  Clopton,  Coinslock,  Con- 


diet 
Ear 

Fran 


I-  "'  ^'*'^°""'  Chap{>ell,  Clopton,  Coinslock,  Con- 
,  frj)n-ird,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Denoyelles.  Desha, 
IfWFarrow,  Fuk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
u.'i  '  ^^'*'**'"'  f^oo<lwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grun- 
dy, rt*l,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hub- 
hard,^y^eraan,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Ktn^^y.  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
Krngf*  N.  Carolina,  Leflbrta,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy, 


McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane, 
RoberU,  Robertson.  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Telfair,  WhitehUl,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Wedhesday,  July  7. 

Mr.  Benson  presented  a  petition  of  Benjamin 
B.  Blydenburgh  and  Peter  A.  Jay.  coraplaioing 
of  the  undue  election  and  return  of  Ebenezer  Sa^e 
and  John  Leflerts,  as  two  of  the  members  from 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  and  praying  to  be  admit- 
ted to  seals  in  the  House  in  place  of  the  said 
Sage  and  Lefferts. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  further  time  for 
registering  claims  to  lands  in  the  late  district  of 
Arkansaw,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
cf  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKee.  the  Committee  oq 
the  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  such  petitions  and  other  kubiects 
referred  to  them,  upon  which  no  report  has  oeen 
made. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "to  incor- 
porate a  company  for  making  a  certain  turnpike 
road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,''  with  amendments  ;  also,  a  bill  '•  to 
incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  certain  turn- 
pike road  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"'  also  with  amendment ;  \vi 
which  amendments  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  amendraeQis  were  then  severally  read,  aod 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Calhodn.  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
•supplementary  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed 
upon  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naiurili- 
zation.''  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read,  and, 
with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Habhis,  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  499th 
line  ol  the  second  section,  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That,  so  far  as  respects  the  Stale  of  Tennes- 
see, the  principal  aasesmrs,  respectively,  within  twenty 
days  after  they  shall  have  finished  hearing  uppeala, 
shall  not  proceed  to  make  out  lisU  conUining  the  sums 
payable  according  to  the  assessmenU  upon  every  ob- 
ject of  taxation,  as  is  requi.cd  by  the  15th  section  of 
"An  act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties,"  but  shall,  within  that  time, 
make  out  and  cause  to  6e  transmitted  to  the  principal 
assessor  of  the  fifth  district  at  Nashville,  in  said  Stale, 
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a  true  and  perfect  copy  of  the  assessments  made  in 
each  county  in  his  assessment  district:  And  provided. 
That,  if  there  be  no  failure,  either  on  the  part  of  the  as- 
sistant BMeMort  in  making  their  returns,  or  on  the  part 
of  the  principal  assessors  m  cau»^ing  copies  to  be  trans- 
mitted as  aforesaid,  the  said  princi|*al  assessor  of  the 
fiflh  district  shall  immediately  proceed  to  ascertain  the 
quota  of  each  county  in  the  State,  by  making  it  bear 
the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  quota  of  the  Stale  as 
the  assessed  value  of  the  property  subject  to  the  direct 
tax  in  each  county  bears  to  the  assessed  value  of  the 
property  subject  to  said  tax  in  the  whole  State  ;  which 
apportionment  shall  be  adopted  and  taken  by  said  State, 
instead  of  the  our  hereinbefore  provided.  And  the  prin- 
cipal assessor  of  the  fifth  district,  having  thus  made  the 
apportionment,  shall  proceed  to  make  out  lists  in  confor- 
mity with  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  15th  section 
of  the  before  recited  act,  and  these  provisoes,  and  shall 
immediately  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  each  principal 
collector  within  the  State. 

Mr.  Post  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  the  word  "New  York,"  after  the  word 
'•Tennessee."  And  the  question  thereon  being 
taken,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Pitkin,  the  said  amendment 
was  further  amended  by  inserting  the  word  "Con- 
necticut," after  "New  York." 

On  moiiun  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  said  amend- 
ment was  further  amended  by  lusertiug  the  word 
'■  Vermoiii." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  said  amendment  was  further  amended  by  in- 
serting the  word  "  Massachusetts." 

On  motion  of  Mr,  McCoy,  the  said  amend- 
ment was  further  amended  by  iuserliug  the  word 
'•  Virginia."' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stockton,  the  said  ameod- 
inent  was  further  amended  by  inserting  the  word 
'■  New  Jersey." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forney,  the  said  amend- 
ment was  further  amended  by  inserting  the  word 
"North  Carolina." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cubves,  the  said  amend- 
ment was  further  amended  by  inserting  the  word 
••  South  Carolina." 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  by  Mr. 
Gholson,  and  being  demanded  by  a  majority  of 
the  members  prest-nt.  it  was  taken  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  rule^  ot  the  House,  to  wit  : 
*'  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?"  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  83,  nays  78.  as 
follows : 

VaAS — Messrs.  .Mexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clark,  Copton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pa., 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson, 
(ioodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hail,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hyneman,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jack- 
s«in  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Leflerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pa., 
Rich,  Richardson,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robert- 
son, Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 


Ward  of  New  Jerwy,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Yancey. 

Nats  — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Maasachua«lta, 
Dewey,  Ely,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gloninger, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck, Hawes,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Hufty.  Humphreys, 
Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
McKee,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Mur- 
free, Oakley.  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rug^rles,  Schureman^ 
Sharp,  SheflTey.  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smit^ 
of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Tallmadge,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  While,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  bill  by  in.serting  the  foregoing 
proviso,  proposed  by  Mr.  Harris,  with  all  the 
ameuduifut.s  which  had  been  made  tiierelo  by 
the  House,  after  the  499ih  line  of  the  second 
section. 

The  Spkaker  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order,  at 
the  House  have  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion shall  now  be  put ;  which  main  question  is, 
'*  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time?"  which  puts  aside  the  amendment  pro- 
posed, and  precludes  further  amendment. 

From  which  decision  of  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Pit- 
kin appealed  to  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  '•  Is  the  decisioa 
of  the  Chair  correct  ?"  and  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tire — yeas,  98.  nays  68.  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Grun- 
dy, Hall,  Harris,  Hawos,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hub- 
bard, Humphreys,  Hyneman,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Jackson  of  Va.,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  TannehUl,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wood,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Benson, 
Bigelow,  Bowers,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Dav- 
enport, Davis,  of  .Mass.,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Hale,  Hanson,  Howell,  Hun- 
gerford, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Mc- 
Kee, Miller,  Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey, 
SherwwxJ,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith 
of  New  York,    Stanford,   Stockton,   Stuart,  Sturgea, 
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rgRTt,  Tallmadffe,  Thompron,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mat- 
ai^liuselts,   Webstrr,  Whoaton,   While,  Wilcox,  Wil- 


wcre   concurred    in    by  the    House,   except    the 
amendment  to  the  end  ol  the  third  section,  which 
was  disagreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  be 
to  wit :  I  en^rossfd.  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

-      _,        ...   read  the  I      The  amendments  reported  to  the  bill  laying  du- 

tlL^d  lini'-?"  And  pa.-«sed  in  the  aflTirmative — yeas  j  ties  on  sales  at  auction   of  merchandise,  and  of 
9f4n.iys  73.  as  follows:  |  ships  or  vessels,  were  concurred  in  by  the  Hou«e. 

""      '  II  was  then  further  amended,  and  ordered 
grossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-mor- 


80^^ of  Masi!achu*ttl«,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

fS'he  said  mam  question  was  then  taken, 
"t^iall  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  r 
tlLvd  lini'-?"  And  pa.-«sed  in  the  aflTirmativi 
9f4n.iys  73.  as  follows: 

;|«AS — Meesrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  AnJcr»on,  Ar- i  ^  " *  "'" 
clfi.  Averv.  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  |  '»  ^^  ^^i 
Bl|wii,  Burwcll,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell.Cheves,  I  row. 


Cj^k.  Clt>plon.  Comatork,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw-  . 
foii  .  Creighton,  Davit  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  I 
D^  fia,  Duvall.  Earle.  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  FiskofI 
V^    iioni,  Fiiik  of  IS'ew  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 


Thcrsday,  July  8. 
A  messace  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


liii    Gholson  Gloningcr.  Goodwyn,  Gourdin.  Griffin,  j  that   the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  making  an 

Gil;  ndy.  Hall,  Harris,  Hawe?,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,    appropriation  for  finishing  the  Senate  Chamber 

H|  nphreys.  Hungerford,  Hyneman,  IngersoU.  Ing.  |  and  repairing  the  roof  uf   the  north  wing  of  the 

ha^  1.  Irwm.  Jack»on  ot  Virginia,  Ker^.  Kerahaw,  Kd-  ,  Capitol ;"  also,  a  bill  "  providing   for  the  further 

^r•vf  /w  «^iJ,°^^faJ^7''"''-Y'^''^%L7nd"^''.i  defence  of  the   ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 

Jl.  J'  ^        V  ^       K     ;       n    ^*r^°T    States;"  also,  a  bill  -for  the  reluf  of  the  owners 

rylfcioore.  .Murfree,  IVcUon,  I\pwton,  Ormsby,  Pick-       -     .     '  -  '  "'   '■"^  wwuci 


(WiuuKT.   .•■uiiirt-,    i^fi«i)ii,    i^rwu'ii,    \Jiiusuy ,    r  ICk- 

►  iPipcr,  Pleasants,   Rea  of  Pennsylvania,   Khea  of 


of  the  ships  called  the  Good  Friends,  the  Ama- 


T*lif«.oe.  Rich,  Rmqrcold.   Roane.    Roberts,  Robert-    f ""j.f ."1  V^:^,^.?'.'!^,.^.'^.'^?' ""'^   '*'^'^  cargoes;'* 
•olJtfege,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vi^a.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 


Ti^p,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
Po4i)«ylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Vancey. 


kl ATS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.,  Benson,  Bigolow, 
BijJers.  Boyd,  Bradbury.  Bradley,  Breckenndge,  Brig- 
h«H,   Builer,   Capcrtoii,    Champion,  jCilley,    Cooper, 

C<gl,   Culpeper,  Davenport,   Davis   of  .Vlaasachusetts,  •  ,k.«  .,,^.  i„  „  ."    r  j       ,i      i  . 

D»ev,  El7,  Gaston.  cVddes,  Goldsborough,  Grosve-i'^V"'^'"''  "'^^f  *  ^^P^^'   °^.  considerable   length, 
nojHale,  Hasbrouck,  Howell.  Hubbard,  Hufty,  Jack-    "*""?  e^n^a^'V;  aj  the   opmion    of  the  cotnmit- 

»o#t)f  Rhode   Island.  Kennedy.  Kent  of  ?,ew  York,    '^^'    'I'*'  "    ^'".  ^''    m.^xpedien^  lo    make    any 


in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

ARMING  THE  MILITI.\. 

Mr.  Trolp,  from  the  Military  Committee,  who 
were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  laws  for  arming  the  whole  body  of 
the  Militia,  so  far  as   respects  the  distribution  of 


»oiK)f  Rliode   Island,  Kennedy, 

Ki^  ;  of  .VI.-^sachuseltA,  Lewis,  Lovetl,  .Markell,  Miller, 
Mg|itt,  .Mopeley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pi^in.  P(.g^,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich- 
art^  ni,  Ric^ely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shcffey,  Sher- 
!,  Shiplierd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire, 


ar'; 

W'.4ster,  Whealon,  White,  Wilcox,  Wil»i)n  of  Maa- 

iac  aselli".  and  Winter 

he  biU  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
tir>,  ■  'o-morrow 

•<  he  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Cora- 
mi.  ec  of  the  W'liole,  to  whom  was  committed 
thUbill  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
tai^-s  and  internal  duties,  and  on  the  several  bills 
coMmittt'd  to  the  said  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
anj  after  some  time  >pent  therein,  the  Commit- 
te/l-ose.  and  reported  the  bill  to  establish  the  of- 
ficii Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  with  araend- 
trJ'Jts;  and  also,  the  bill  laying  duties  on  sfgar 
reiled  within  the  United  States,  with  amend- 
jts  ;  and  also,  the  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  at 
jion  of  merchandise,  and  of  ships  and  vessels, 
amt-ndments;  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again 
jhe  other  subjects  referred  to  them  ;  which 
waJgrantt'd.' 

*Iup  amendments  reported  to  the  bill  to  estab- 
li.'l^the  cffice  of  Commissioner  ol  the  Revenue, 
wi^  •  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill 
v^iiordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
tirfj  to-morrow. 

She  amendments  reported   to  the   bill  laying 
dujls  on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  Slates. 


amendment  to  the  .said  acts.  This  report  wa!» 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  It  is  as 
follows: 

That  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  act  of  23d  April, 
for  arming  the  whole  boidy  of  the  Militia,  amounted,  on 
the  23d  day   of  April  last,   to  one    million  of  dollars  ; 


h  of  .N^w  York,  Stanford.  Stockton,  Strong.  Stu- 

■'lurgej.  Taggart.  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  i  that,  of  this  sum,  ninety-four  thousand  seven  hundred 

and  ninety-two  dollar*  hare  been  actually  expended  : 
and, that  the  whole  number  of  arms  pro«"ured,  up  to  thu 
day,  amounts  to  34,477  stands,  all  derived  under  con- 
tracts of  supply  ;  that  of  these  the  following  disposition 
has  been  made,  viz: 


New  Hampshire  .  •         .         . 

Vermont       -         -  .         -         . 

Rhode  Island         •  .         .         . 

New  Jersey           -  -          .          . 

Delaware      -         .  .         .         . 

North  Carolina    •  •         .         . 

South  Carolina     -  -         .         . 

Georgia         -         -  -         -         . 

Ohio 

Kentucky     -         -  •         .         . 

Tennessee    -         -  -         .         . 

Illinois  Territory  ... 

Louisiana     •         •  .        .         . 

Hinee  the  "iXth  December,  1812. 

Connecticut          -  .         .         - 

New  York    -         -  -         .         . 

Maryland      -         -  .         .         . 

Louisiana     -         •  .         .         . 

Before  the  24th  December,  1812. 

Ohio 

District  of  Columbia  ... 


1,000 

2,500 

1,000 

1,000 

500 

2,130 

2,000 

1,000 

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 

218 

250 


5,000 
2,000 
1,500 
l.,500 


1,500 
2.200 


i 
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H.  OF  R. 


Making  an  aggregate  of  26,000  stands  delivered,  and  ' 
leaving  a  balance  of  8,477  stands,  subject  to  future  du-  ; 
tribution.  I 

That   the  aforesaid  distribution   has  been  made  in  ' 
virtue  of  the  authority  conferred  by  the  third  section  of 
the  act  of  April,  1S08,  which  is  as  follows:  '-That  all 
the  arras  procured  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  several  States  composing  this  Union,  and 
Territories  thereof,  to  each    State   and  Territory,  res- 
pectively, in  proportion  to  the  number  of  effective  mi-  , 
litia  in  each  State  and  Territory ;  and  by  each  State  | 
and  Territory  to  be  distributed  lo  the  militia  in  such 
State  and  Territory,  under  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  shall  be  by  law  prescnbed  by  the  Legislature  of  each  { 
State  and  Territory.  ' 

The  language  of  this  section  is  clear,  and  admits  of 
but  one  construction  ;  the  proportion   to  which  each 
State   is  entitled   is   secured  by  it;  each   State  having 
contributed    its  just  profiorlion  of  money  to  the   pur- 
chase, each  State  is  entitled  to  receive  its  just  jiropor-  [ 
tion  of  arms.     "Shall  t^  transmitted  to  each  State  and  ! 
Territory,  respectively,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  1 
effective  militia  in  each  State  and  Territory."      Trans-  . 
milted.    When  ^    "At  such  time  as  the  Eiecutive  may  , 
deem  prop<'r."     This  is  the  only  construction,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  of  which  the  language   of 
the  section  is  Bu»ce})tible.     If  the  intention  of  the  Le- 
git-laturc  had  been  to  bin<l  the  Executive  to  h  simulta- 
neous or  periodical  transmission,  the  language  of  the 
section  would  have   \ieen   ditferent :  "shall    be  trans- 
mitted at   the  same  time."    or   "  shall   l>e   transmitted 
annualii/,  or  biennintli/,  or  triennialtt/,"  would  have 
been  the  language  of  the  Legislature.      The  time  of 
transmission  not  being  specified,  therefore,  but  left,  as  j 
your  committee  conclude,  to  a  sound  Executive  discre-  ■ 
tion,  the  question  is,  whether  any  alteration  in  the  act  I 
of  .\pril,  1808,  be,  in  this  respect,  expedient ! 

In  legislation  it  is  extremely  difficult,  and  frequent- 
ly impossible,  to  foresee  all  the  exigencies  which  may  ' 
arise   under  a  particular  act,  and,  consequently,  ex- 
tremely  difficult,  and  frequently  impossible,  to  make  ' 
adequate  provision  for  them.     In  some  cases,  even  the  ! 
Legislature    foreseeing  a    possible   exigency,   it  would 
be  unwise  to  anticipate  and  provide  for  it  by  the  ex-  i 
press  tetter  of  the  law.     Would  it  become  the  Legisia-  ! 
ture  of  the  I'nion,  for  instance,  to  anticipate  the  rebel-  | 
lion    of  a  State  against   the   authority    of   the    United  j 
States,  and  to  enact  that  "  no  State,  in  actual  rebellion  j 
against  the  United  Stales,  should  be  entitled  to  receive 
il*i  proportion  of  arms  ?"    Your  committee  presume  not. 
A  legislation  of  this  character  would,  to  say  nothing  of  | 
the  violence  it  would  offer  to  the  enlightened  sensibil- 
ity of  the  National  Legislature,   be   the  means,  when  '• 
frequently  indulged,  of  bringing  about   that  very  state  i 
of  things  which  cannot  be  thought  o(  without  horror,  ' 
and  which  ought  not  to  be  spoken  of  at  all.     In  every 
act  of  legislation,  therefore,  something  must  be  left 
to   implication;  something  must    be  left  to  discretion. 
But  there  are  other  considerations  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  vour  committee,  justify  the  discretion  as  to  the  i 
time  of  transmission. 

A  war  unexpectedly  breaks   out;  a  particular  sec-  ' 
tion  is  exposed  to  the  assuults  of  the  en'?my  ;  that  sec-  i 
tion  is  destitute  of  arms  ;  shall  the  enemy  be  suffered  to  | 
advance,  to  lay  waste  with  fire  and  sword,  because  the 
President  is  bound  by  the  letter  of  the  law  so  to  dis- 
tribute the  arms  as  that  each  State  shall,  at  the  same 
time,  receive  a  proportion  exactly  equal  to  the  number 
of  its  effective  nulitia  !    No,  would  be  the  exclamation 


from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other;  let  the  safety 
of  a  part  be  consulted,  though  the  whole  buffer  incon* 
venience.  Yet,  were  such  the  letter  oi  the  law,  the 
Executive  would,  under  any  circumstances,  be  bound 
to  respect  it.  The  act  of  the  23d  of  April,  1808,  was 
passed  in  a  season  of  profound  peace;  contemplating 
future  wars,  it  looked  to  no  particular  war;  it  had  jut^l 
gone  into  o|>eration,  had  scarcely  developed  its  first 
fruits,  when  the  present  war  broke  out.  The  war 
found  the  militia  badly  armed;  it  found  particular  por- 
tions of  them  worse  armed  and  more  exposed  than 
others.  Would  it  have  been  wise,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  distribute  30,000  stands  of  arms  equally 
among  800,000  militia  ?  Or  would  it  have  been  wiser 
to  consult  the  wants  and  exposure  ot  particular  por- 
tion* ? 

But  suppose  it  were  expedient,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  to  define  with  precision  the  time  of 
transmission;  what  period  ought  to  be  selected  ?  If  a 
yearly,  or  biennial,  or  triennial  distribution,  were 
adopted,  it  might  happen,  by  casualty  or  accident  that, 
within  the  period  limited,  no  arms  were  received,  or  so 
few,  that  the  expense  and  trouble  of  distribution  would 
exceed  the  expense  of  manufacture;  and  what  would 
the  distribution  of  a  dozen  or  an  hundred  stands  of 
arms  avail  the  militia  of  a  great  State!  They  would 
l)e  lost  in  the  transmission,  or  suffered  by  the  States  to 
lie  neglected  and  forgotten.  In  the  distribution  bv 
the  States  themselves,  among  their  own  militia,  it  is 
more  than  probable  they  would  be  governed  by  the 
same  principle  as  that  by  which  the  recent  disposition 
by  the  United  States  has  seemed  to  be  regulated. 
Would  a  State  having  one  thousand  companies  of  mili- 
tia so  scrupulously  consult  the  principle  of  equality,  in 
the  distribution  of  one  thousand  stand  of  arms,  as  to 
give  one  musket  and  bayonet  to  each  company  .^  It 
may  fairly  be  presumed  not;  the  wants,  the  frontier 
positivn,  and  the  exposure  of  particular  paru  of  the 
State,  would  be  much  more  hkely  to  regulate  the  dis- 
tribution :  those  of  the  militia,  to  be  sure,  from  whom, 
for  the  moment,  they  were  withheld,  might  complain 
o(  a  departure  from  the  principle  of  exact  equality,  but 
with  what  concern  would  the  Legislative  body  of  such 
State  regard  such  complaints? 

For  these,  and  various  other  reasons,  which  might 
be  adduced,  but  with  which  your  committee  forbear  to 
trouble  the  House,  they  are  of  opinion  that,  for  the 
present  at  least,  the  act  of  .\pril,  1808,  requires  no  al- 
terations. They  are  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opin- 
ion, because  they  have  retwon  to  believe  that  there  has 
been  no  misconstruction  of  the  law  ;  that  the  seeming 
irregularity  which  has  taken  place  has  grown  out  of 
the  exigency  of  the  times;  that  a  di.sposition  exists  to 
correct  such  irregularity,  as  soon  as  circumstanca  will 
admit;  that  the  correction  is,  in  fact,  at  this  moment 
proceeding;  that,  in  due  time,  all  the  States  must  and 
will  receive  their  respective  proportions  of  arm* ;  and, 
in  fine,  that  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple in  Congress,  inspecting,  as  they  do,  with  never- 
ceasing  vigilance,  the  execution  of  this,  as  well  as  eve- 
ry other  law,  stand  ready  to  apply  the  remedy  when- 
soever right,  or  justice,  or  expediency,  shall  seem  lo 
them  to  demand  iu 

Committee  Room,  June  .30,  1813. 
Sib  :    I  am  directed,  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,    to  whom    has   been    referred    a  resolution  in- 
structing them  to  inquire  what  alterations  are  necessa- 
ry in  the  act  of  the  23d  of  April.  1808,  providing  for  the 


i 
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[g  thr  whole  body  of  the   militia  of  the  United 

f,  to  aak  information  on  the  following  points,  viz: 

What  number  t»f  arms  have  been  received  by 

United  States  since   the   24th  day   of  December, 

undtT  contracts  or   purrhases,  for  carrying  into 

the  aforesaid  act  of  the  23d  April.  1808? 

Whether,  since  tJie  24th  day  of  December,  1812, 

farther  disposition  has  been  made  of  the  arms  ac- 

under  the  act  of  23d   April,  1808,  and,  if  any 

[•r  disposition,  to  what  amount,  to  what  States 

rerritories,  and  the  number  to  each,  respectively! 

Py  what  aulhority  eight  thousand  one  hundred 

ccf  arms  have  been,  as  appears  by  a  report  from 

[Department,   made  to  the  House  of  Re[)rc8enta- 

[24th  December,    1812,  loaned    to   several    States 


rennonsirance  was  not  calculated  to  satisfy.  Be- 
cause he  was  willing  that  the  people  should  be 
correctly  informed,  and  that  the  misrepresenta- 
tions in  the  memorial  should  he  corrected,  he 
moved  that  the  House  now  proceed  to  a  consid- 
eration of  the  rcmoilstT^nce,  with  a  view  to  refer 
it  to  a  select  committee,  to  report  thereon. 

The  question  on  laking  up  the  memorial  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  97,  nays  58,  a^i 
follows: 

Ykis — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bayhes  of  Massachusetts,  Bibb,  Bige- 
low,  Bowen.  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Bng- 
ham,    Butler,    Caperton,    Caldwell,    Cillcy,    Clopton, 


OJar 
'panAer 
der  .^e 


tive. 

andl'erritories,  and  whether  the  arms  so  loaned  were  Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
arm^  acquired  under  the  authority  of  the  aforesaid  act  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
of  li,- 23d  of  April,  180e  ?  noyelles,    Dewey.    Ely,    Findley,    Fisk    of   Vermont, 

O'Jany  other  mfonnation  in  possession  of  your  De-     Franklin,  Geddes,  (Glasgow,  Uoldiiborough.  Cioodwyn, 
*ent  touching  the  distribution  of  arms  acquired  un-     OriiTin,  Grosvenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Hail,  Hanson,  Ha»- 

hrouck,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll, 
Irwin,  Kent  of  New  York,  Ktlbourn,  Jung  of  MasM- 
chusetts,  LefferU,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mc- 
Coy, McKiro,  McLean,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Keed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Roane,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Sm- 
art, Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  I'homp- 
son.  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusciu,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wdson  of  Massachu- 
'  setts,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Beall,  Benson,  Boyd,  Burwell,  Cal- 
houn, Chappell,  Cbeves,  Clark,  Conard,  Cox,  Crei^- 
ton,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earie,  Evans,  Farrow,  Forney, 
Gaston,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,    Howell,    Hufty,    Hyneman,    Ingham, 


act  of  180S,  and  which  will  enable  the  commit- 
tee t^  comply  with  the  in«:truction  of  the  House. 

Wah  Depabtment,  July  6,  1813. 
8t  i:  In  .reply  to  the  note  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
wri(i  to  me  on  the  30th  ultimo,  I  beg  leave  to  state, 
that 

stan.^  of  arms  have  been  received  into  the  public 
■tort],  since  December,  1812,  under  contracts  made 
purik;  ant  to  law;  and  that  deliveries  of  arms,  since 
thai,  /ehod,  to  the  amount  ot  seven  thousand  stands, 
havt  peen  made,  as  follows,  viz: 

,000  10  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
:,(JO0  to  the  Sute  of  New  York. 
!.60O  to  the  State  of  Maryland. 

,ftO0  to  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

i  arraa  stated  in    the  report  of  December  last  to 


Ti 
have 
act  (lithe  23d  of  Apnl,  1808,  viz 

1,1  )C  deFivered  to  Major  General  VN'adsworth,  of 
Ohi(,  ,  and 

t,;  90  to  the  District  of  Columbia.  And  are  con- 
side>»d  as  furnished  under  that  law.  In  the  former  of 
thestf  cases,  the  exigence  growing  out  of  the  surrender 
of  (>lneral  Hull  did  not  leave  to  this  Department  time 
for  tie  employment  of  the  customary  form  of  getting 
the  l^'ceipt  of  the  Governor.  The  balance  of  loaned 
arm»t  (2,900)  was  not  acquired  under  the  aforesaid  act. 

Afc«l>t>  Sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  respect, 
i  i  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Mn.  Mr.  Trocp. 

RlJvfON.sTRANCE  OF  .MASSACHUSETTS. 

N».  Fisk.  of  Vermont,  said,  that  he  had  hoped 

ihaijsorae  other  gentleman  tiian  himself  would 

havj moved  to  take  up  the  memorial  now  lying 

on  jjiej^able  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 


vi.sii  as.  Mr.  F.  said,  prevailed  in  Republics,  that 
is,  i      all  tree  Governments    at   all  seasons,  but 


t>een  inanrd,  were,  in  part,  acquired  under  the  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  .Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes, 
Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  .Moore,  Murfree,  Pickins,  Pi- 
per, Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  Ridgely,  Roberts,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  Schureman,  Seybert,  ShefTey,  Stockton, 
Sturges,  Telfair,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to  refer  it 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  RoBERTson  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
so  as  to  except  from  the  general  reference  so  much 
as  relates  to  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Fisk  agreed  to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to 
incorporate  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 

Mr.  King,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  po>t- 
pone  the  further  consideration  of  this-  subject  to 
the  1st  Monday  in  December  next, 

Mr.  Murfree  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

On  these  several  motions  a  debate  of  about  two 
hours  took  place.  Those  who  advocated  a  refer- 
ence of  ihe  memorial  to  a  select  coiumiitee.  did 
it  on  the  ground  that  its  misstatements  of  fact 
anl  its  false  reasoning  merited  refutation,  which 
would  be  an  ea>y  task,  and  was  due  to  the  official 


pan  fiularly  in  times  of  war.  There  existed  now  and  formal  nature  of  this  production.  It  was  op 
a  0(1  sideMble  degree  of  uneasiness  in  the  East-  posed  by  gentlemen  of  both  parties,  on  the  ground 
ern «  ciion  ot  the  Union,  which  this  remonstrance  that  the  discussion  of  such  a  rep<jrt  as  rait^ht  be 
wa^  not  calculated  to  assuage.  There  was  a  expected  to  be  made  on  this  memorial  would  oc- 
grei4  thirst   lor  correct  information,  which  this  j  cupy  too  much  time,  and  protract  a  session  which 
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ought  snoo  to  draw  to  a  close;  and  it  was  opposed 
also   by  some   gentlemen   as  being   inconsistent  I 
with  the  dignity  of  this  House  to  enter  ioto  a  I 
mere  political  disputation  with  tlie  Legislature  of  \ 
Massachusetts,  or  of  any  other  Slate. 

The  question  to  lay  this  memorial  on  the  table  1 
was  in  the  end  negatived — yeas  48  ;  and  the  post- 
ponement to  December  next  agreed  to  by  a  large  | 
majority.  j 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS.  I 

The  bill  for  laying  and  collecting  a  direct  tax  ; 
within  the  United  States  was  read  a  third  time.  { 

[Thia  bill  propoaes  to  lay  upon  the  United  Stales  a  I 
direct  tax  to  the  amount  of  three  inillions  of  dollars,  ' 
apportioned  lo  the  States  respectively,  as  follows:  | 


New  Hampshire 

MassarhuseltM 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut    - 

Vermont 

New  York 

New  Jersey     - 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

North  Carolina 

I'enneasee 

Soath  Carolina 

Georgia 

Louisiana 


Ji;96,793  37 
316,272  98 

34,772  18 
118,167  71 

96,343  71 
430,141  62 
108,871  83 
365,479   16 

32,046  25 
151,623  94 
369,018  44 
169,928  76 
104,150  14 
220,238  28 
110.ie6  55 
151,905  48 

94.936  49 

28,296    11 


The  bill  also  apportions  the  quota  of  each  State 
among  the  counties  in  said  State.  Each  State  may, 
pnor  to  the  Ist  day  of  April,  vary,  by  an  act  of  its 
Legialature,  the  respective  quotas  imposed  by  this  act 
on  its  several  counties  or  disthrts.  so  as  more  equally 
and  equitably  Ut  apportion  the  lax  hereby  imposed. 
Each  Slate  may  [>ay  its  quota  into  the  'I'reasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  tliereon  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  centum,  if  paid  before  the  first 
day  of  March,  1814,  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  paid  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  May  in  the  same  year,  <Stc.] 

Mr.  Post  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  lo  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  His  view  was 
to  obtain  a  different  apportionment  of  the  tax  in 
the  Stale  of  New  York. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows :  For 
recommitment.  54  ;  against  it.  100. 

Mr.  Wheaton  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  for  reasons 
which  he  assigned. 

The   motion  was   decided   in   the 
nearly  the  same  majority  as  on  the  last  vote. 

The  question  was  then  staled  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bhigham. —  I  will  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  while  I  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
question  now  under  consideration  ;  and  assign 
:>ome  reasons  for  the  vote  which  I  shall  give  on 
ibis  bill.  Sir,  there  is  an  importance  and  con- 
sequence in  this  direct  tax.  which  will  affect,  not 
only  my  constituents,  but  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  very  sensibly.     The  object  of  ihis  bill  is, 


negative  by 


to  take  from  the  pockets  of  our  constituents  the 
profits  of  their  industry,  to  the  amount  of  three 
millions  of  dollars,  to  enable  the  constituted  au- 
thorities to  prosecute  the  war  more  rapidly,  that 
is,  to  conquer  and  take  the  Canadas  with  more 
despatch. 

Sir,  the  war  in  which  the  country  is  involved, 
has  lost  its  popularity,  if  it  ever  had  any,  by  the 
constant  defeats  and  disasters  which  have  at- 
tended it.  1  have  unilormly  been  opposed  to  the 
war,  and,  of  course,  am  opposed  to  this  tax.  and 
to  all  the  measures  which  have  for  their  object 
the  continuance  of  it. 

Sir,  I  was  not  an  accessary  before  the  fact,  nor 
shall  I  be  an  accessary  after  the  fact ;  the  people, 
I  know,  are  anxious  for  peace,  and  are  opposed 
lo  the   taxes    for    the  continuance  of  the  war. 
Some   have  flattered    themselves  that  Congress, 
at  the  present  session,  would  do  something  to  fa- 
cilitate and  hasien  the  restoration  of  peace,  but 
those  will  be  disappointed  ;  instead  of  peace,  they 
must  have  taxes.     Sir,  we  are  not  assembled  to 
congratulate  each  other  on  the  return  of  peace; 
no,  we  are  assembled  under  an   act  of  the  12th 
Congress,  who  declared  war.  and  to  do  their  work, 
a  work  which  they  dare  nut  do,  or  did  not  choose 
to  do — to  tax  the  whole  world — that  is,  to  lay  this 
whole  copamunily  under  contribution,  to  enable 
the   constituted   authorities  to  prosecute  an  un- 
promising and  hopeless  war ;  and  now  we.  who 
are   recently  intrusted  with  the  welfare  and  the 
peace  of  this  great  commonwealih,  are  called  oa 
to  impose  a  heavy  tax  on  this  people,  and  to  aug- 
ment  the  miseries  and    increase  the  burdens  of 
our  constituents  to  satisfy  the  immense  exigen- 
cies of  an  offensive  war,  a  war  of  conquest.     Sir, 
we  have  already,  by  the  war.  deprived  many  of 
our  fellow-Citizens  of  the  ordinary  comforts  of 
life,  and  de^troyed  the  future  pro.spects  of  a  great* 
portion  of  the  community  ;  and  shall  we  now  de- 
mand ilieir  money,  to  continue  a  war  so  distress- 
ing 1     Sir,  1  am  aware  that  it  may  be  unpopular 
with  the  friends  of  the  war   to  sav  anything  in 
oppositioQ  to  it ;  but  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  say- 
thing  for  or  against  the  proposition   now  under 
consideration,  without  adverting  to  the  object  to 
which   the   money   shall  be  applied,  if   ihe  tax 
shall    he   laid,  and  the    money  collected.     It  is 
said    money   is  wanted   to  pay  our  debts;    true, 
it  is,  that  the  country  is  involved  in  debt,  and  we 
have  a  large  Military  Establishment,  a  numerous 
army  have  been  enlisted,  and  great  expenses  have 
been  incurred,  and  to  execute  their  contracts,  the 
Government  have  been  obliged  to  negotiate  loans 
to  an  unexampled  amount,  and  to  pay  an  extrav- 
agant interest;  and   now  we  must  demand,   as 
well  of  those  who  are  opposed    to  the  war.  as  of 
those  who  are  its  advocates,  to  contribute  to  its 
support  and  continuance.    No.  sir;  abandon  the 
war,  restore  peace  to  the  country,  and  then,  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  present  measures  will  do 
whatever  is  reasonable  and  just  to  discharge  the 
public   debt,  and    to  support  the   credit  of   the 
nation. 

Sir,  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  war,  will  be 
opposed  to  this  tax,  and,  for  myself.  I  beliere 
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V*»ere  are  raore  than  one  half  of  the  white  free- 
wLia  wiitun  ihe  United  States  who  are  opposed 
^the  continuance  of  the  war  ;  the  citizens  of  the 
l^stcrn  States  are  induced,  neither  by  interest  or 
IttaoT.  to  give  countenance  to  the  present  system 
^  warfare,  they  consider  it  destructive  of  the  best 
I'tierests  of  the  country,  and  threatening  the  loss 
ojtheir  liberties  ;  but,  although  they  are  impov- 
ished  and  distressed  by  the  measures  of  their 
rn  Government,   they  are  not  subdued;    they  i 

not  so  beggared  and  debased  as  voluntarily  to 
letch  out  their 
tax. 


of  June  1812,  and  now  ought  not  lo  impose  this 
heavy  tax  on  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  to 
support  It.  In  relation  to  these  decrees,  it  is  very 
evident  that  the  President  and  the  majority  of 
Congress,  hav.e  been  deceived  by  the  arts  and 
cunning  of  the  French  Government,  and  have 
been  cheated  into  a  war  witb  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  much  to  the  gratification  of  the 
great  Napoleon. 

Sir.  I  do  nut  mean  by  this  to  impeach  the  mo- 
tives, nor  to  treat  the  constituted  authorities  with 


necks  to  receive  this  yoke  of  |  disrespect,  but  I  believe   in   my  conscience   that 

I  they  have  adopted  a  policy  by  mistake,  or  design, 


The  majority  of  the  people  in  the  State  which  ]  which,  if  persisted  in.  will  be  fatal  to  these  Uni 


fcve  the  honor  to  represent,  in  part,  never  will 
anytliing  to  support  and  protract  the  war.  but 
lat  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  their  country 
oblige  them  lo  do  ;  and,  for  this  plain  reason,  ihey 
Americans,   they   love  liberty,  and  hate  op- 


3r 


ssion.  and  cannot  consent  to  be  the  instru- 
cts of  their  own  destruction  ;  and  they  see 
hing  which  the  Government  can  give  as  an 
iiva 

[II  be  taken  by  this  tax,  either  in  right,  in  priv 
'  je,   in    protection,  or    honor;    therefore,    they 
|ll  view  It  oppres-Hive. 

lir.in  my  opinion,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  friends 
|the  w-ar  and  tho^e  who  are  desirous  of  taxin*" 
people  lo  enable  the  Administration  to  con- 
|ue  ii,  lo  show  to  this  House  the  necessity  of  it, 
Id  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it — for  if 
U  war  IS  unnecessary,  as  I  think  it  is,  then,  is 


ted  States.  Sir.  I  am  willing  that  justice  should 
be  done  to  those  who  hold  the  destinies  of  this 
nation.  Yes,  sir,  I  wish  impartial  justice  may 
be  done  them. 

In  the  meantime  I  will  be  just  to  myself  and 
faithful  to  my  constituents,  who  are  opposed  to 
this  war,  and  are  anxious  for  peace.  Sir,  if  you 
ask  wh.it  a  solitary  individual   can    do   to   put  a 


l^-n^or  in  exchange  for  the  money  which  |  period  to  the  existing  calamities,  the  answer  is, 

when  a  question  of  the  character  now  before  the 

flouse  is  presented  for  his  negative,  or  hisaflSrm- 

ative,  he  can  say,  no.     It  has  been  said,  and  that 

very  correctly,  if  you  intend    men   shall   behave 

well,  you  must  take  away  the  temptation  to  do  ill. 

So  in  the  present  case — if  you    are  desirous  of 

peace,  you  must  withhold  from  those  who  delight 

in  war  the  means  to  prosecute  it.     There  is  no 

treason  in  saying  no.     And  when  the  question  is 

fciot  correct   to  say,  that  the  authors  of  Jt  are  ,  propounded,  whether  my   constituents  shall    be 

|diately  and  in  etfect  the  executioners  of  those  |  impoverished  and  distressed   with  the  burden  of 

n  :n  who  have  been  urged,  and  induced  into  the  i  taxes,  to  support  a  destructive  war,  and  which  io 

£    ju..  .u-  .,      ,  ..  my  opinion  threatens  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 

I  shall  say  no. 

Sir,  the  proposed  taxes  are  to  enable  the  coi- 
stiiuted  authorities  to  support  an  army,  farther 
to  invade  the  Canadas.  and   to  wrest   from   the 


fii^d  by  the  temptation  of  high  wages  and  bounty, 
ajd  there  fallen  a  sacrifice.  Sir.  the  barren  soil 
oJ  the  Canadas  has  been  stained  with  the  blood 
o^  Americans,  and  is  there  no  man  or  body  of 
(•n,  who  are  responsible  for  this  effusion  of  hu- 


t^n  blood  ?  Tiie  first  blood  which  was  ever  shed,  '  hands  of  a  foreign  Power  the  property  and  juris- 
agwe  are  told  by  high  authority,  cried  from  the  diction  of  that  region  ;  and  success  in  this  enter- 
g^.iind  against  the  wretch  who  occasioned  it.  I  prise,  we  all  know,  must  drive  the  innocent  to  de- 
d.    not  mean  by  this,  to  say  that  no  war  can  be  '  struciion.  which  ought,  if  possible,  lo  be  avoided 


ji^tified.  but  I  mean  this,that  no  war  or  shedding  The  laws  of  humanity  and  justice  forbid  it  The 
o|*blood  can  be  justified  but  from  necessity,  and  war  now  rests  on  the  subject  of  impressment  and 
ijtall  other  wars  are  forbidden  by  reason,  mo-    must  be  prolonged  and  maintained  to  secure  the 


[ity,  and  religion, 
iir,  there  is  another  and  sufficient  reason  in  my 

[loion.  why  this  (ax  ought  not  to  be  imposed  on 
peoplie  of  the  United  States  to  enable  the  con- 
s  tuied  aiuthorities  to  carry  on  this  war ;  namely, 
tf^i  It  WMs  declared  not  only  hastily,  and  without 
P^'paration,  but  under  a  misapprehension  of  the 
sjjte  of  facts  in  our  foreign  relations;  for,  if  the 
l*rlin  aqd  Milan  decrees  were  not  repealed  until 
t{5;  28th  uf  April  1811,  about  which  there  is  no 
q!|astion.  then  it  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  the 
xrJte  of  tl;e  Duke  of  Cadore  of  the  5th  of  August 
l|jiO,  never  was  designed  to  be  a  repeal  of  these 
dAjrees;  then  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
(Mtiie  2d  of  November,  ISIO.  ought  not  to  have 
l^n  issued  ;  the  non-importation  law  of  the  2d 
clSMarch,  181 1,  ought  not  to  have  been  passed. 
^d  Congress  ought  not  have  declared  war,  on 
tK  memorable  and  ever  to  be  lamented  ISth  day 


rights  of  American  seamen.  Sir,  the  two  Gov- 
ernments are  not  at  issue  on  this  fact.  The  Brit- 
ii^h  Government  claim  no  right  to  impress  Amer- 
ican seamen.  She  disclaims  it ;  and  professedly 
claims  no  right  but  to  the  service?  of  her  own 
men  in  time  of  war— a  right  which  we  in  theory 
admit;  and  although  abuses  have  taken  place  in 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  which  has  been  cause 
of  complaint,  yet  it  never  was  thought  just  cause 
of  war.  until  the  days  of  modern  policy.  In  the 
treaty  negotiated  by  .Mr.  .Monroe,  it  was  reserved 
for  luture  adjustment.  In  the  treaty  made  with 
Mr.  Erskine,  under  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Madison.which  seemed  togladden  the  hearts  of  all 
parties,  the  impressment  of  seamen  was  not  taken 
into  ihe  account.  Sir.  I  see  no  connexion  be- 
tween the  continuance  of  this  war  and  seamen's 
rights.  We  shall  find  no  seamen's  rights  in  the 
cold  region  of  the  Canadas— we  have  found  no- 
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thing  there  but  disaster;  and  it  is  time  to  pause, 
and  to  abandon  this  war;  and  if  we  are  desirous 
of  peace,  go  directly  to  the  object,  and  propose  a 
general  armist'ce — negotiate  an  honorable  peace, 
which  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  these  taxes, 
and  gladden  tiie  hearts  of  this  great  people,  and 
liberate  the  oppressed. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Sir  :  As  the  vote  is  to  be  recorded  which  I  shall 
give  upon  this  and  sundry  other  bills  connected 
with  it.  as  component  parts  of  one  great  system 
of  internal  tax — a  system  deeply  affecting  the 
best  interests  of  my  country — I  rise  to  explain  to 
this  Hou^e  some  of  the  reasons  which  govern 
me  in  the  cour>e  I  expect  to  pursue.  I  am  anx- 
ious lo  see  this  session  closed,  and  should  not 
trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  at  present, 
were  it  not  for  certain  attempts  which  have  been 
made  to  forestall  my  proceeding  upon  this  sub- 
ject. I  allude  to  several  publications  in  the  news- 
papers, stating  thai  I  had  pledged  myself  to  my 
constitaents  to  support  the  war.  to  vote  tor  taxes. 
Sir,  my  constituents  required  no  such  pledge; 
four-fifths  of  them  believe  with  me.  that,  not- 
withstanding the  encroachments  of  England  and 
France,  we  were  the  most  happy,  free,  and  pros- 
perous nation  on  the  globe  ;  that  we  owed  to  the 
pacific  policy  of  our  Government,  that  happi- 
ness which  astonished  the  world  ;  that  a  perse- 
verance in  this  pacific  course  would  have  pre- 
served to  us  a  great  portion  of  that  happiness 
and  prosperity  which  war  and  its  dire  effects 
have  deprived  us  of;  and,  therefore,  war  is  at  all 
times,  and  especially  in  this  agitated  state  of  the 
world,  lo  be  deprecated  as  the  greatest  of  evils. 

Sir,  I  am  not  pledged  by  rny  promise  to  sup- 
port or  oppose  any  party  in  this  House  or  coun- 
try ;  or  to  vote  for  or  against  any  measure  now 
before  the  House,  or  which  may  come  before  it. 
But  I  am  pledged  to  meet  every  subject  fairly, 
to  weigh  them  impartially,  and  vole  on  every 
question  which  comes  bel'ore  me,  in  the  way  that 
1  deem  most  likely  to  promote  the  welfare  of  ray 
country,  and  preserve  to  me  an  approving  con- 
science. And  this  promise  I  am  determined  lo 
perform  while  I  am  honored  with  a  seat  in  this 
House,  and  blessed  with  the  exercise  of  my  fee- 
ble powers.  With  this  determination  I  do,  as 
every  man,  solicitous  to  preserve  happiness  lo 
himself,  his  country,  and  his  posterity,  should  do. 
I  ask.  what  are  we  called  on  to  make  this  great 
sacrifice  for ;  for  what  reasons  are  we  now  re- 
quired lo  part  from  the  good  old  republican  doc- 
trine of  '97.  '98.  and  '99.  and  by  our  vote  sanction 
this  practice,  this  system  which  at  that  time  was 
declared  to  be  subversive  of  our  liberties,  and 
our  republican  Constitution,  by  the  very  men 
who  now  call  on  us  to  support  this  system  ?  To 
this  we  are  told  that  war  makes  taxes  necessary; 
that  we  must  have  money  to  support  the  war. 
and  maintain  public  credit.  And  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  told  us  the  other  day 
that  every  man  who.  either  directly  or  indirectly 
voted  for  war.  and  does  not  now  vole  for  taxes  to 
support  the  war,  must  be  damned  by  his  own  con- 
science 5  that  his  constituents  will  certainly  damn 


him,  and  if  mercy  does  not  prevent  it,  his  Maker 
will  more  than  damn  him. 

Be  it  so,  sir.  since  gentlemen  will  have  it ;  none 
of  these  things  move  me  ;  I  have  neither  direct- 
ly nor  indirectly  voted  for  war.     I  am.  therefore, 
at  liberty  to  ask,  and  I  avail  myself  of  the  privi- 
lege of  asking,  what  good   has  the  war  in  which 
we  are  engaged  done  us  ?  what  advantage  have 
we  obtained  by  it  ?  what  are  the  objects  of  the 
war?  and  are  we  likely  to  obtain  our  objects  by- 
voting  for  taxes  ?     For  although  I  admit  that  we 
must  pay  a  price  for  the  benefit  of  living  in  soci- 
ety, that  we  must  relinquish  a  share  of  our  nat- 
ural liberty,  and  part  with  ."some  of  our  property 
to  secure  the  remainder  ;  yet  I  contend  that  when 
individuals  enter  into  society,  it  is  for  the  mu- 
tual benefit  of  each  other  and  of  the  community. 
That  when  a  nation  intrusts  to  a  number  of  per- 
sons the  right  of  levying  war  and  imposing  taxes, 
it  is  to  enable  them  the  better  to  repel  foreign  in- 
vasion, and  maintain  domestic  tranquillity  ;  and, 
therefore,   Legislators  should   exercise  that   im- 
portant trust  with   prudence,  and  not  hastily  in- 
volve the   nation   in   war;  and.  by  aiming  at  a 
temporary  good,  or  the  accomplishment  of  some 
favorite  object,  strike  at  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples on  which   the  happiness  and  liberty  of  the 
nation  rest ;  and  make  a  breach  at  which  tyranny, 
oppression,  poverty,  and  ruin,  may  one  day  enter. 
The  question    recurs,   what    good    has    the  war 
done  ?     To  this  question.  I  jiresurae  every  gen- 
tleman  in   the  House  will  answer  we   have  de- 
rived no  benefit  from  the  war.     Neither  our  hap- 
piness, our  liberty,  our  property,  or  our  honor,  is 
increased  or  better  secured.     What,  then,  are  the 
objects    of   this    war?      To    obtain    information 
upon  this  subject,  I  have  examined  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to  the  sec- 
ond session  of  the   twelfth  Congress,  in    which 
report  I  find  these  words  : 

"  That  the  Orders  in  Council  shouUl  be  repealed, 
and  ihat  our  flag  should  protect  our  seamen,  were  the 
only  indispensable  conditions  insisted  on  ;  that  it  hap- 
pened, that  almoHt  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  Uni- 
ted States,  after  having  been  worn  out  with  accumu- 
lated wrongs,  had  resorted  to  the  last  and  only  re- 
maining honorable  alternative  in  support  of  their 
rights,  the  British  Government  had  repealed  condi- 
tionally ita  Orders  in  Council.  That  measure  was 
unexpected  ;  but,  conditional  as  it  was,  it  was  admit- 
ted as  having  removed  a  great  obstacle  to  accommo- 
dation. The  other  remained — the  practice  of  ira- 
prenment.  Your  committee  consider  it  the  duty  of 
this  House  to  explain  to  iU  constituenU  the  remain- 
ing cause  of  controversy,  the  precise  nature  of  that 
cause,  and  the  high  obligation  which  it  imposes." 

From  what  has  been  stated,  it  appears  that 
however  great  the  sensibility  to  other  wrongs, 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen  was  that  alone 
which  prevented  an  armistice,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility an  accommodation.  From  this  report  it 
appears  that  one  of  the  two  causes  of  war,  the 
Orders  in  Council,  was  removed  almost  on  the 
same  day  in  which  the  United  States  resorted  lo 
war.  and  before  the  British  Government  could 
possibly  hear  of  our  declaration  of  war.    If,  then , 
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,  this  remaioioGT  complaint  i<<  that  alone  which 
e?enied  an  accommodaiioa,  it  is  of  the  'Jtmost 
iporlaace  to  uoder^itafld  its  precise  nature  and 
tent,  aod  bovr  far  it  is  to  be  considered  an  ob- 
cle  m  future  to  accoramodations,  and  exam- 
our  prospects  of  success;  for,  ahhough  the 
jcct  piay  be  desirable,  it  is  bad  policy  to  con- 
d  tor  u,  and  spill  our  blood,  and  spend  our 
If.  »ney,  without  a  prospect  of  success.  What, 
tul'O,  IS  the  precise  extent  of  this  remaininfl;  cause 
o»*{War  »  I  ha?e  examined  the  President's  Mes- 
e  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  this 
>ion,  and  I  find  it  contains  what  follows  : 
»''With  respect  to  the  important  question  of  im- 
p^Moacat,  on  which  the  war  no  easentiaiij  turns,  a 
h  for,  or  seizure  of  firitish  persona  or  property  on 
d  neutral  Tenaeli  on  the  high  seas,  is  not  a  bel- 
rent  right  derived  from  the  laws  of  nations ;  and 
obvious  that  no  visit,  or  search,  or  use  of  force  for 
purpose  on  board  the  vessels  of  one  independent 
Wer,  on  the  high  seas,  can  in  war  or  peace  be  sanc- 
ti|uied  by  the  laws  or  authority  of  another." 

*^ow,  sir,  if  I  uoderstaud  this  passage  in  the 
>s9a{[e,  free  shirw  shall  make  free  goods,  or  in 
er  words,  the  u»g  shall  cover  aod  protect  the 
perty.  If  this  is  our  demand,  we  may  fight 
raally,  for  I  have  no  idea  that  the  maritime 
wers  of  Europe,  especially  the  British,  will 
r  coacede  this  point.  But  if  it  is  only  pro- 
d  to  protect  none  but  American  seamen,  I 
not  prepared  to  say  the  war  is  unjust,  for  I 
<fe  believed  for  several  years  we  have  had 
at  cause  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  both 
Briti  h  and  Freuch  Governments,  and  if  war 
s  desirable,  we  could  have  found  a  pretext  for 
r  with  both  England  and  France.  And  when 
s^h  regulations  are  made  as  shall  coufine  the 
n^JigatiuQ  of  our  shipj  of  war  and  merchant 
v'lsels  lo  American  seamen,  and  foreigners  are 
ei«eluded.  if  the  Bruish  or  any  other  nation  will 
c^isinue  lo  enter  by  force,  and  take  our  seamen 
on  board  ^  our  ressels,  I  shall  consider  it 
duty  of  eveTy  man  in  the  country  to  resist 
practice;  and,  if  necessary,  to  fight  as  long 
we  have  men  and  money  and  a  reasonable 
ispect  of  success;  but  I  do  not  consider  it  a 
c^^me  for  a  nation  or  an  individual  to  reclaim  its 
0.^0  ;  acd  I  am  unwilling  to  jeopardize  our  re- 
pV^licaa  institutions,  and  spill  our  blood  and 
sSiiQ  our  credit  to  protect  foreigners.  The  im- 
^•tam  question  is.  are  we  likely  to  attain  our 
awect  ?  To  solve  this  question,  let  us  examine 
If?  progress  aod  effects  of  the  war.  It  has  been 
dp^lared  more  than  one  year,  and  has  increased 
<>.V  anniMil  expenses  from  S  10,000.000  to  nearly 
^'OOO.OUO.  In  ia06  our  expenses  were  $10.'- 
(^»,000;  1,0  1813,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
rijorts  that  §29,2.30,000  are  necessary  to  carry 
o^ihe  war.  and  support  the  Government  the  last 
Dpe  mouths  of  thw  present  year.  It  has  also 
df^Tinishefl  our  revenue  from  near  eighteen  mil- 
li*^s  to  little  more  than  five  millions.  In  1803. 
ti4|  receipts  into  the  Treasury  amounted  lo  eleven 
njlionso/  dollars;  in  1804.  to  eleven  and  a  half 
^1  il:ons  ;  in  1S05,  lo  thirteen  millions;  in  18U6, 
tc^  iiieen  ijiiliions;  lO  1307,  to  near  sixteen  mil- 


lioos;  and  in    1808,  to  near   eighteen   millions, 
and  rapidly  increasing.     From   that   period,  our 
restrictive  system,  which  eventuated  in  war,  has 
affected  our  revenue,  which  has  been  gradually 
decreasing,  and  the  Secretary  estimates  the  prot>- 
able  amount  of  revenue  from  the  ordinary  sour- 
,'jces,  including  double  duties,  which  have  been  re- 
cently laid  on  good?  imported,  at  $5,800,000  for 
the  present  year,  and  this  small  sum  is  uncertain. 
If.  then,  sir,  the  war  has  been  carried  on  for  more 
than  twelve  months,  and    has   increased  our  ex- 
penses  near  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and   de- 
creased our    revenue    twelve    millions,   and   we 
hav«   nol  advanced  one  step  towards  the  attain- 
ment of  our  object,  and    I    trust  gentlemen  will 
admit  we  have  not,  I  ask,  have  we  any  reason  to 
expect  that  by  voting  for   taxes  we  shall  attain 
It?     I  have  no  expectation,   nor   do   I  desire  to 
drive   the  majority   from    the   stand    they  have 
made  ;  from  the  strong  ground  they  have  taken  ; 
but  really,  sir,    this   premature,  this   ill-advised, 
this  mi.<erably  conducted  war,  so  much  resembles 
the  seven    ill-favored    and    lean-fleshed    kine    lu 
Pharaoh's   dream,  which   did   eat   up  the  seven 
well-favored  and  fat  kine,  that  1  cannot  vote  to 
tax  my  constituents,  and  my  country,  to  support 
a  war  for  the  protection   of  seamen,  until  I  have 
better  reason  to  believe  such  will  be  the  result  of 
the  present  contest. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose  ol 
amendment  in  respect  to  the  Virginia  apportion- 
ment.— iS'ega  lived. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  97.  nays  70. 

as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Aleiander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibh,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappelt.Cheves, 
Clark,  Clopton,  ComFtock,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  De- 
noyellea,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Findiey,  Kwk 
of  Vermont,  Kisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Uholson,  Glasgow,  Cioodwyn,  Gourdin, 
Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  ot 
Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hynaman,  In- 
gersoll,  Ingham,  Irwm,  Jacksou  of  Virginia,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mur- 
free.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleas- 
ants, Rea  of  Penasylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  . 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tannehiii,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  (-illey,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenjwrt,  Davu  of  .Massachusetts, 
Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Ueddej,  Goldstwrough,  Gros- 
venor.  Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Uland,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  King  of  Massachusetu,  Lewu,  Lovett, 
Markell,  Miller,  Moffill,  Moselcy,  Oakley,  Parker, 
Pearson,  Pickeruig,  Pilkin,   Post,  Potter,  John  Keed, 
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William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Schureman,  Shedey,  Sher-  |  to  say  was  one  of  the  ultimate  objects  of  his 
wood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  j  countrymen — an  object  rendered  dear  to  them  by 
New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton.  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tag-  |  ,he  recollections  of  other  times;  it  was  the  tbea- 
gart,   Tallmadge,  Thomps«>n,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa 


chusetts,  Web#ter,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcox,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Fhiday.  July  9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  have  printed,  during  the  ensuing 
recess  of  Congress,  for  the  use  of  this  House,  one 
thousand  copies  of  the  digest  which  was  author- 
ized to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  two  Hyases  of  Congress,  entitled  "'A 
resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  cause  to  be  made  a  statement  of  the  number, 
situation,  and  value,  of  the  arts  and  manufactures 
of  the  United  States." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  vessels  Amazon,  Good  Friends, 
and  United  Stales,  and  their  cargoes,  (the  Amelia 
Island  cases.)  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  completing  the  Senate  Chamber  and  re- 
pairing the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 


tre  of  their  former  glory  ;  and   he  could  almost 
say  that  its  occupation  was  the  first  and  last  wish 
of  their  souls.     It  was  also  the  avowed  object  of 
the  Government,  and  he  would  believe,  notwith- 
standing certain  surmises  which  had  lately  reach- 
ed him,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  great  body  of 
the  American  people.     He  was  not  insensible  to 
the  changes  which  time  and  reverses  might  pro- 
I  duce,   but    it   was    bis    unalterable   opinion,  that 
when  the  present  war  was  declared,  there  was  an 
almost  universal  expectation  among  the  people 
that  it  would  be  conducted  in  a  manner  commen- 
I  surale  with  the  increased  population  and  power 
of  the  country.     Sir,  said  he,  they  did  expect  and 
!  they    had    a    right   to  expect,   that  after  twelve 
!  months,  not  of  mere  preparation,   but  of  dowD- 
'  right  actual  warfare,  and  in  a  contest  between  a 
population  of  seven  millions  and  another  of  one 
{  fourteenth  part  that  number,  victory  was  not  to 
'  be   a   matter  of  question.     But  they    have  been 
cruelly  disappointed — instead  of  victory  they  have 
I  met  with  nothing  but  defeat,  or   if  success  has 
I  perched  upon  our  unsteady  standard,  it  has  been 
evanescent,   unsupported,  and    unimproved.     In- 
I  stead  of  that  harmony  and  co-operation  which  can 
I  alone  insure  success,  we  behold  division  and  par- 
1  tial  and  unconnected  enterprise.     Instead  of  the 
giant  with  strong  and  rapid  arm  seizing  or  crush- 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  fur- 
ther defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni-    -  -  u  L    1 J  L    - 
ted  States,  (authorizing  the  purchase  and  use  of  ,  *"&  *"^  P""V  adversary,  we  behold  his  awkward 
hulks,  Ac.,)  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  i '"°r™''°i"'   ^""^              starts;  while   the   pigmy 


Military  Committee. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war 
Hornet,  (going  to  include  Captain  Elliott,  dec,  on 
the  Lakes,)  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  subsequently  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 


fitful  starts;  while  the 
j  with  his  sling  buries  the  maddening  and  deadly 
pebble  in  his  brain.  Instead  of  shouts  of  triumph 
resounding  through  the  country,  and  making  even 
the  walls  of  this  Capitol  to  vibrate  with  joy,  al- 
most every  paper  which  i.<  daily  laid  upon  our 
tables  teems  with  some  new  tale  of  disaster  and 
disgrace.  Mr.  B.  said,  hecuuld  not  find  language 
to  describe  the  melancholy  which  pressed  upon 
his  soul  when  he  reflected  upon  the  contrast;  he 


Mr.  Bradley  rose,  and  said  tnat  in  offering  to  ;  could    not  depict   the    humiliating   mortification 


the  House  the  resolution  which  he  was  about  to 
submit  for  their  consideration,  he  hoped  he  should 
be  pardoned  any  agitation  he  might  betray  upon 
a  subject  which  had  given  him  peculiar  anxiety, 
and  which  was  vitally  interesting  to  his  native 
State,  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent. 

He  said,  he  need  not  now  inform  the  House 
with  what  devoted  eagerness  the  people  of  that 
State  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present 
war,  after  it  was  declared  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  nation.  It  was  sufficiently  obvi- 
ous, from  the  number  of  troops  which  bad  enlist- 
ed from  that  Slate  into  the  ar.Tiies  of  the  Union, 
and  from  the  circumstance  that  until  the  enlist- 
ments could  be  completed,  she  not  only  poured 
forth  her  miliiia  but  levied  a  tax  upon  her  har  ly 


which  he  felt  in  being  obliged,  as  be  then  was.  to 
rise  and  discharge  the  duty  of  moving  an  inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  these  things  ;  but  he  knew  it  to 
be  a  duly  imperious  and  unavoidable,  and  with- 
out the  performance  of  which  he  should  never 
a^ain  dare  to  look  his  constituents  in  the  face. 
They  expected  it  from  their  Representatives, and 
It  was  morally  certain  that  the  copntry  expected 
from  the  House  to  inquire  into  the  causes,  and  if 
possible  apply  the  remedy  of  the  evils  which  sur- 
rounded them.  If  this  is  not  done,  said  he,  if  the 
massacre  of  our  soldiers  slaughtered  or  captured 
in  detail,  if  the  cloud  of  gloom  and  despondency 
which  is  settling  upon  the  country  cannot  arouse 
us,  then  are  we  lost,  indeed.  We  may  then  pro- 
ceed and  apply  ourselves  to  revenue  and  impose 


and  industrious  citizens  at  home,  in  order  to  pay  I  taxes,  which  will  operate  after  the  national  spirit 


an  increase  of  wages,  whicU  she  gratuitously 
gave  to  those  who  marched  in  obedience  tu  the 
call  of  their  country.  This,  said  Mr.  B.,  was  not 
done  for  the  mere  purpose  of  defence,  but  with  a 
proud  and  confident  view  toaid  in  the  attack  and 
conquest  of  Canada,  whicli  he  was  not  ashamed 


is  exhausted,  and  rely  upon  missions  until  the  na< 
tional  character  is  sunk  even  beneath  negotiation. 
Considering  the  ^st  sums  of  money  which  had 
already  been  expended;  the  number  of  men  which 
it  was  obvious  must  be  in  the  public  service  to 
consume  so  great  an  expenditure ;  and,  above  all, 
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lii^'  personal  cour«ge  displayed  by  the  troops  in 
|iiost  every  engagement;  he  could  not  bring 
luself  tu  believe  that  the  cause  of  our  misfor- 
|)es  was  now  tu  be  found  lo  the  want  of  strength 
jresourc.'s  lu  the  country,  or  of  valor  in  the 
(diers.  It  must  be  elsewhere;  and,  perhaps. 
si<^e  gentlemen  would  suppose  that  in  starting 
J  pursuing  this  inquiry,  he  was  in  danger  of 
ing  It  at  the  door  of  the  present  Administra- 
n.  If  such  were  the  case,  he  could  assure  those 
iilemeij  that  no  administration — no  man,  or 
iy  of  men.  was  dearer  to  him  than  his  country, 
t  he  ^aw  no  necessity  for  the  supposition,  that 
Ext'cuiive.  the  commander-in  chief,  or  the 
byJdier,  was  in  fault.  The  cause  of  eril  might  be 
sineuhere  else;  he  did  not  pretend  to  say  where; 
it'ieed,  rie  did  not  know;  but  this  he  did  know. 
t^t^  wherever  it  was.  it  ougnt  to  be  ferreted  out 
a^  expo'^ed  to  the  eyes  of  the  nation ;  and  so  tar 
aaii  lay  in  the  power  of  that  House,  heconfident- 
Ij^trusied  that  this  woulfl  be  done,  and  the  army 
r«tored,tosanity,aiid  thecountryto  its  reputation. 
jMr.  i>.  declared  himself  sufHcienily  sensible 
tlAit  the  resolution  which  he  was  about  to  submit 
tg  the  House  was  presented  at  a  late  period  in  the 
sion  ;  but  he  was  also  sensible  of  the  old  pro- 
fb.  that  It  was  never  too  late  to  do  good;  and. 
his  opinion,  the  remnant  of  tune  could  not  be 
_  iployed  in  a  manner  more  Useful  to  the  Repub- 
\m,  more  grateful  to  the  people,  and  more  satis- 
fy tory  to  themselves,  than  in  the  appointment  of 
af -ommuiee,  which,  without  embarrassing  or  re- 
ti  ding  the  other  pnblic  business,  could  at  least 
c^  nmenre  the  investigation  to  which  he  had  en- 
d;  ivored  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  With 
tl  s  view  he  submnied  for  consideration  the  fol- 
I(f  VI ng  resolution  : 

i  usoivod,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
i4'j  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  multiplied  I'ail- 
u^  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  on  our  Weatern 
aiii  Northwestern  frontier,  and  that  the  committee  be 
arthonzed  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

^fhe  House  having  agreed  to  coosider  the  reso- 
li'j/ion — 

t.  .Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  observ- 
a(  ons,  not  distinctly  heard,  owing  to  thedistance 
of  the  reporter  from  his  seat.  He  w^is,  however, 
ik  favor  of  a  full  inquiry  into  all  the  disasters 
•w^'ich  had  occurred;  but  appeared  to  conceive 
tHj-  pres<Dt  moment  to  be  uuseasonable,  oq  ac- 
ci|int  of  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
ty* and  the  approaching  termination  of  the  ses- 
saiQ.  On  a  future  occasion,  and  under  different 
cumsiances,  be  appeared  disposed  tu  give  it  his 
'  suppujrt. 

Mr.  tsi-YBEBT  was  opposed  to  the  adoptioo  of 
re&oiutioo,  for  several  reasons.  It  proposed 
put  it  in  tbe  power  of  a  committee  of  this 
use  lo  send  for  persons  and  papers  relative  to 
inquiry.  Who  were  the  persons  whom  it  was 
tl^i<  pro'posed  to  send  for  during  the  present  Sum- 
r?  Almost  every  officer  of  the  army.  It  ap- 
red  tiJ  Mr.  S.  that  the  resolution  was  entirely 
o't  of  time,  although  he  concurred  in  the  propri- 
elr  of  the  proposed  inquiry  if  it  were  practicable. 
Ijl^was  an  inquiry,  moreover,  wholly  incompatible 
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with  present  circurastaoces.  as  it  would  consume 
many  months,  and  mu^t  at  last  be  inefficient  and 
the  result  inconclusive. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jacksom  said  it  did  seem  lo  him  that 
the  resolutioQ  now  under  consideration  was  ihe 
ino>t  impolitic  in  relation  to  the  situation  of  the 
country  and  of  the  national  alTairs.  that  ever  was 
submitted  to  Congress.  At  a  session  limited, 
according  to  every  calculation,  to  two  weeks'  fur- 
ther duration,  we  are  called  upon  to  enter  into  an 
inquiry,  and  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  rela- 
tive lo  it,  which  would  probably  consume  sev- 
eral months.  I  concur  most  heartily  in  the  sea- 
timeut,  that  it  is  not  only  the  right,  but  the  duty 
of  Congress,  if  they  discover  any  gross  and  mani- 
fest rnisnianagemeot  of  the  arms  of  the  country, 
to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances,  as 
they  did  many  years  ago  in  the  case  of  St.  Clair's 
deieat.  But  a  reference  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  would  prove  that  such  an  inquiry,  at 
this  moment,  was  neither  expedient  or  practica- 
ble. An  inquiry  presupposes  deliberation,  candid 
deliberation  and  decision.  Is  it  to  be  expected 
that  an  inquiry  can  be  set  on  foot,  and  the  result 
thereof  reported  lo  the  House  at  the  present  ses- 
NioQ  ?  Will  you  condemn  your  officers  unheard  ? 
I  say  your  officers,  for  I  understood  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  not  to  implicate  any  person  at  the 
seat  of  Governmeut,  nor  to  propose  to  extend  the 
inquiry  further  than  ioto  the  inismaudgement  of 
the  arms  in  the  hands  of  our  brave  soldiery  on 
the  frontiers.  If  persons  and  papers  relative  to 
the  inquiry  were  to  be  sent  for,  what  would  be 
the  situation  of  our  army  in  relation  to  the  ene- 
my ?  Tbe  Massachusetts  memorialists  would 
gain  their  prayer  in  one  esseulial  particular ;  our 
armies  would  not  only  return  within  our  owa 
limits,  but  would  be  absolutely  driven  from  the 
frontier  and  disbanded.  The  army  would  be  a 
caput  mortuum;  for  all  its  officers,  from  major- 
generals  to  subalterns,  would  be  withdrawn. 

Besides,  sir.  the  resolution  speaks  of  repeated 
faikires  of  our  arms  in  the  West  and  Nortliwest. 
It  as.sumes  a  fact  which,  ludependent  of  its  scope, 
1  do  Dot  know  lo  be  true.  What  failures  in  the 
West  does  the  gentleman  allude  to?  Was  there 
a  failure  of  our  arms  at  Fort  Meigs  ?  A  detach- 
ment of  our  force  was  indeed  cut  off;  but  in  rela- 
tion to  the  main  object  of  ilie  enemy's  expedition 
against  that  fort,  it  was  a  complete  failure  of  the 
arms  of  the  enemy.  To  what,  then,  does  the 
gentleman  refer  in  speaking  of  the  repeated  fail- 
ures of  our  arms  in  the  We-.t  ?  Tnat  they  have 
failed,  lamentably  failed,  in  several  insunces.  is 
too  true,  but  ii  is  equally  so,  that  it  was  not  ow- 
ing 10  any  want  of  courage  or  subordination  on 
the  part  of  the  soldiery,  if  ihey  had  been  headed 
by  men  as  competent  to  command  them  as  they 
Were  worthy  of  competent  commanders,  ihey 
would  never  have  failed  lo  be  victorious.  [ 
Would  not  condemn  any  man  unheard,  not  even 
him  [meaning  General  HullJ  againsi  whom  the 
sf-ntiuient  of  execralion  is  unanimous  in  this 
House  and  the  nation,  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends.  Audi  alteram  -partem.  1  would  hear 
both  sides  before  1  would  decide. 
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Shall   the  proposed  committee  sit  during  the 
recess  1     Sir,  it  would  be  better  at  once  to  disband 
the  army.     The  gentleman's  resolution  oughi  to 
embrace  yet  another  proposition,  and  that  is,  to 
substitute  other  officers  for  those  to  be  recalled  to 
attend  the  commiitee.    When  the  campaign  shall 
have  ended,  I  will  concur  heartily  in  the  expe- 
diency of  such  an    inquiry,  and   the  very  agita- 
tion of  this   proposition    will   prove   a  sufficient 
stimulus  to  our  army.     We  have  been  informed 
■^of  the  indisposition  of  the  Commander-in-chief  of 
the  Northern  army,  and,  in  consequence  of  this 
and  other  causes,  he  is  to  be  stationed  at  Albany. 
Sir,  have  we  no  Greneral  competent  to  command 
that  army  ?     One  of  the  failures,  at    least,  em- 
braced in  the  proposed  inquiry,  has  been,  or  is.  a 
subject  of  military  inquiry.     Does  the  gentleman 
wish  to  take  it  out  of  such    hands?     Will    the 
House  throw  its  weight  into  the  scale  against  an 
individual   in  relation  to  whom  there  has  existed 
fur  several    months  so  general  a   prejudice  and 
disgust  ?     I  know  not.  sir,  what  would  be  the  sit- 
uation of  Fort   Meigs,  if  ihe  gentleman  should 
withdraw  the  officers  from   that   post  and   bring 
them  before  the  House;  for,  if  our  accounts  are 
correct,  that  place  is  again  besieged.     I  fear,  sir, 
that  this  resolution,  at  the  present  moment,  will 
be  fraught  with  great  evil,  and  will  produce  no 
good  whatever;  for  the  terras  of  the  resolution 
forbid   the  idea  of  an  ex  parte  inquiry,  and  it 
would   be  destruction   to  the  Army  at  this  mo- 
ment  to  withdraw  the   officers    whose    presence 
would   be  necessary  to  a  due  examination  of  the 
matter.     This   resolution   is   moved,  too,  in   the 
face  of.  the  fact  that  the  members  are  daily  ob- 
taining leave  of  absence.     We  have  already  pro- 
longed the  session  beyond  the  period  which  pub- 
lic opinion   had  assigned  for  its  duration.     We 
have  consumed    time,   no  one  can   tell    how  or 
"wherelore.  and  the  important  business  wliich  we 
were  called  here  to  act  upon  is  not  yet  transacted. 
In  such  a  slate  of  things,  how  could  we  act  cor- 
rectly on  a  proposition   like  this  during  the  ses- 
sion ?     And,  sir.   I    have  no  idea  of  clothin'»  a 
committee  of  the   House  during  the  recess  with 
the   powers  with  which  this  resolution    proposes 
to  invest  them.     If  the  motion  be  pressed.  I  must 
vote  against  it,  though  I  had  rather  it  should   be 
postponed. 

Mr.  Taylor  remarked  that  the  resolution  era- 
braced  a  matter  of  much  importance,  on  which 
the  House  ought  not  to  act  without  due  reflec- 
tion and  mature  consideration.  He  was  fully 
persuaded  that  it  had  been  subraiiied  from  pure 
and  patriotic  motives,  and  there  were  many  con- 
siderations in  favor  of  it ;  but,  for  himself,  he 
was  not  now  prepared  to  act  on  it,  and  therefore 
moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  stated  that  in  1790  an  expedition, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Harmer,  composed  of  his 
own  regiment  and  detachments  of  militia  from 
the  neighboring  States,  including  Pennsylvania, 
having  been  carried  against  the  Indian  towns  and 
totally  defeated.  Congress  provided  a  more  nu- 
merous army  of  enlisted  levies,  which  composed 
the  expedition  commanded  by  General  Su  Clair, 
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in  1791,  against  the  Indian  towns.     This  expedi- 
tion also  was  not  only  defeated,  but  so  completely 
destroyed,  that  a  new  and  more  permanent  army 
had   to  be  raised  and  organized,  the  accomplish- 
ment of  which  was  very  much  discouraged   by 
such  repeated  and  destructive  defeats.     In  order, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  again 
of  such   misfortunes,  by  means  of  any  defect  in 
the  intended  organization  of  a  new  army,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of   the   failure    of   that   unfortunate   expedition. 
The  committee,  towards  the  close  of  ihe  session, 
accompanied  a  concise  report  with  a  great  mass 
of  testimony,  but  the  inquiry  not  being  deemed 
sufficiently  full,  the  subject  was  recemmitled  to 
a  committee,  composed  of  the  same  members,  the 
next  session,  who  sat  and  continued  their  inquiry 
till  near  the  close  of  that  session  also,  when  ihey 
made  another  concise  report,  explaining  and  con- 
firraing  the  former  one.  supported  by  much  new 
testimony.     The  session   being  near  a  close,  the 
proceedings  were  not  published,  but  the  testimony 
and  the  books  of  information  given  in  by  the  par- 
ties principally  interested  are  siill  in  possession 
of  the  House.     There  was.  as  is  the  case  in  all  un- 
fortunate expeditions, strong  prepossession  against 
the  commander.     By  the  inquiry,  the  grounds  of 
these  were  removed,  and  the  causes  found  prin- 
cipally to  arise  from   the  general  plan,  the  con- 
struction of  the  army,  the  delay  and  insufficiency 
of  supplies  of  all  sons,  badness  of  the  gunpow- 
der. «tc. 

Mr.  F.  said  that,  having  been  a  member  of  that 
committee  of  inquiry  during  its  continuance,  and 
the  only  member  now  in  tins  House  that  was  so, 
induced   hira  lo  be  more  particular  on  that  sub- 
ject.    He  had  long  regretted  the  neglect  to  pub- 
lish the  proceedings  of  that  commiitee,  as  simi- 
lar causes  might  thereby  have  been  prevented, 
which  may  have  had  their  influence  in  producing 
some  of  the  failures  which  are  now  the  object  of 
tbe  proposed   inquiry,  or  may  have  on  future  ex- 
peditions.    He  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  in- 
quiry, to  which  he  thinks  the  former  inquiry  a 
suitable  precedent,  while,  at   the  same  time,  it 
demonstrates  that  it  cannot  be  gone  into  at  ihe 
present  session,  nor  at  any  lime  during  the  active 
period  of  a  campaign,  because  not  only  all  tbe 
principal  officers  concerned  in  the  subjects  of  in- 
quiry, but  all  such  as  eiilier  the  commiitee  or  the 
parties  may  judge  necessary  for  witnesses,  must 
attend.     From  former  examples  of  such  inquiries 
on  different  subjects,  it  is  probable  that  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  may  require  the  attention  of  tbe 
committee  during  a  pretty  long  session,  and  it  is 
evident,  that,  in  order  that  the  parties  concerned 
may  attend,  this  must  be  during  a  Winter  session. 
Mention  having  been  made  of  a  committee  to  sit 
and  act  during  the  rectss  of  Congress.   Mr.  F. 
said  he  had  doubts  of  the  propriety  o!  a  commit- 
tee continuing  to  act  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress.   There  was,  indeed,  one  example.    A  com- 
mittee was  authorized  to  sit  during  a  long  recess 
to    take   testimony,    &c.,  for    an    impeachment. 
When,  at  much  expense  and  much  arduous  labor, 
the  propostiiuos  were  made,  the  Senate  decided 
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bat  the  case  was  not  impeachable.     By  the  inra- 
[able  practice  of  the  House,  every  session  ap-  | 
hints   us   own    committees  de   novo,    therefore, 
lough  we  are  of  the  ^arae  Congress,  yet  we  can- 
fit,  during  this  session,  appoint  a  committee  for 
te  next.     Were  it  not  for  this,  I  would  not  oh- 
jCt  to  rote  for  a  committee  now.     I  am,  how- 
ler, well  disposed  to  vole  for  it  as  soon  as  such 
•^  inquiry  is  practicable. 

^mMt.  Gholson   said    it  would    be   difficult  for 
■Joa  to  express  the  emotions   he  felt   at  the  in- 
g^jduction  of  this  resolution   by  the  gentleman 
j^m  Vermont  (Mr.  BRAni.EY.)     The  gentleman, 
anxious  to-day  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
|/sterday  voted  against  the  direct  tax  which  was 
tended  to  support  the  war — [Here  Mr.  Taylor 
p^om  New  York  called  Mr.  G.  to  order,  and  it 
•^88  alleged  by  him,  and  decided  by  the  Speaker 
y.at  the  motives  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
m/ir.  Bradley)  could  not  be  called  in  question.] 
ffr.  G.  said   he  did   not  intend   to   question  the 
t|0tives  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont;  but  he 
j^esumed,   without  saying   how  the  gentleman 
\i)led  on  the  direct  lax.  he  might  be  permitted  to 
tiy,  that  »hat  tax  was  designed  as  the  basis  of 
i\\e  public  credit,  which  credit  was  the  support 
tf  the  war  for  the   success  of  which  the  gentle- 
ti^an  fro{n   Vermont  now  appears  so  solicitous. 
|r.  G.,  however,  waived  this  view  of  the  subject, 
»d  observed  that  he  considered  it  his  bounden 
ity  to  repel  an   insinuation  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  had  made  against  the  Execu- 
^fe.     And  in  repelling  such  insinuation,  sir,  said 
[Ir.  G.,  1  am  influenced  altogether  by  a  sense  of 
jstice  ;  for  neither  myself  or  any  of  my  kindred 
ive  the  least  interest  whatever  in  '"the  loaves 
id  fishes''  that  are  distributed  by  the  President, 
[he  gentleman  from  Vermont  has  said  or  inti- 
.lated  that  the  cause  of  the  failures  of  our  armies 
M  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  frontiers,  lies 
nghet  than  in  the  armies  themselves — leaving  us 
.^>  infer  that  the  cause  lies  with  the   Executive. 
■  ir.  I  most  pointedly  deny  this  charge,  thus  in- 
Vectly  made,  and  I  appeal  to  the  facts.     I  haz- 
^'d  nothing,  sir.  ia  affirming,  and  whenever  the 
iresiigation   shall    be  made,   it  will   manifestly 
kipear,   that,   in    <>very   instance  of   failure,   the 
leans  provided  by  the  Government   have  been 
fcnple  and  abundant.     That  they  have  been  fully 
iid  more  than  sufficient  for  the  accomplishment 
H   the  oljject   in   view.     A   recurrence   for  one 
)oment  lio  the  history  of  the  several  campaigns, 
rill  show  that  thts  Executive  have  not  been  neg- 
Ictful  of  their   duty.     That  they  have  always 
"roTided  5ufficieni  furce  and  competent  means  to 
3jsure  success  in  their  enterprises,  if  that  force 
Kod  lho^^'  mean.s   had   been   properly  combined 
^nd   dirfcied  by  the  officers  to  whose   manage- 
Bient  thfv  were  ccnfided.     li  we  analyze  the  pro- 
gress ol  the  war.  and  examine  into  the  disasters 
•^at  haue  occurred,  the   results  will   [)e  obvious. 
jlKgmnijng  with  Mull's  surrender,  will  any  gen- 
titman  »ay  that  the  Executive  is  in  any  wise 
jhargeable   with   that   most  disgraceful   transac- 
^^lon  ?     Thit  General  was  provided  with  every- 
j|hiug  for  his  defence.     Of  this  no  one  can  doubt. 


Will  the  President  be  charged  with  the  defeat  of 
Van  Rensselaer,  who  had  force  enough,  if  be  had 
called  it  into  action,  to  have  demolished  the 
enemy:  but  who  relied  on  militia,  in  whom  it 
was  notorious  no  confidence  could  be  reposed  fof 
service  m  the  enemy's  territory,  and  this,  too, 
when  there  was  a  brigade  of  regulars  perfectly 
within  his  command  and  at  his  disposal  ?  I  will 
not  say,  sir.  that  this  was — [Here  the  Speaker 
observed  that  Mr.  G.  was  taking  too  wide  a 
range  of  debate,  on  the  mere  question  of  post- 
ponement ;  and  Mr.  G.  took  his  seat.] 

Mr.  Bi^AnLEY  (who  was   precluded   from  de- 
bating the  question   at  large   by    the   Speaker's 
decision  that   it  was  improper  on  this  motion) 
observed,  that  he   perceived  that  several  gentle- 
men had  supposed  his  intention  to  be,  to  produce 
a  stale  of  things  which  had  never  entered  into 
his  contemplation.     It  was  not  his  intention  to 
go  into  a  full   inquiry  at  the  present  session,  but 
merely  to  proceed  as  far  as  possible  at  this  time, 
and  satisfy  the  just  wishes  of  his  constituents. 
Because   everything  could   not   be  done  at   the 
present  session,  was  no  reason  that  nothing  should 
be  dune.     So  far  from  having  any  disposition  to 
cramp  the  operations  of  the  army,  he  was  anx- 
ious to  accelerate   them.     The  effect   of  laying 
the  resolution  on  the  table  would  be  still  further 
to  waste  the  time  which  some  gentlemen  seem  to 
think    too   short    for    inquiry.     Not   a    moment 
ought  to  be  lost  in  commencing  the  good  work, 
if  the  greatest  argument  which  could  be  urged 
against  it  was,  as  it  appeared  to  be,  the  want  of 
lime.     The  almost  dying  expression  of  the  la- 
mented Pike  was,  that  the  face  of  the  war  ought 
to  be  changed  ;  which  can  only  be  done  by  the 
adoption  of  measures  by  Congress  calculated  to 
produce  this  effect.     It  seemed  it  was  not  now  in 
order  to  reply  to  tht  observations  that  had  been 
made  as  to  the  motive^  which  had  induced  him 
to  make  this  motion;  if  he  were   permitted   he 
I  should  reply.     He  hoped  no  postponement  would 
I  take  place.     If  ine  committee,  on  proceeding  to 
I  an  inquiry,  should  find  it  difficult  or  impraclica- 
I  ble,  they  could  so  report  to  the  House. 
I      Mr.  Farrow  hoped  the  resolution   would   nut 
lie  on  the  table.     He  understood   it  sufficiently, 
and  it  was  so  short  and   specific  that  it  might 
readily  be  unilerstood  by  any  gentleman  on  hear- 
ing It  read.     The  nation  required  that  such  an 
inquiry  should  be  had  ;  and  if  the  inquiry  could 
not  be  made  at  the  present  session,  it  niighl  at 
j  least  be  begun. 

I       Mr.  Bibb  avowed  his  opinion  that  the  disasters 

I  our  arms  had  incurred  had   been  such   as  to  de- 

I  niand  an  inquiry  at  the  hands  of  the  House.     He 

I  was  opposed  to  the  motion,  not  because  the  in- 

I  quiry  ought  not  to  be  made,  but  because  it  could 

'  not  be  made  at  the  present  session.     The  inquiry 

I  could  not  be  completed  during  the  session  ;  and 

I  the  pendency  of  such  an  inquiry  might  have  the 

effect  to  supersede  railiiary  inquiry  or  trial,  as  he 

recollected  it  had  done  once  before  (in  the  case 

of  General  Wilkinson.)     At  the  next  session  be 

hoped  there  would   be  no  indisposition  to  make 

the  inquiry  on  any  side  of  the  House.     He,  there- 


fore, hoped  the  gentleman  woul  J  consent  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  or  to  postpone  it  to  December 
next. 

Mr.  Bradley  declining  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion— 

The  question  was  laken  on  laying  it  on  the 
table  and  decided  as  follows:  For  laying  it  on 
the  table  76.  against  it  67. 

A  motion  having  been  made  to  print  the  re- 
solve, was  negatived,  76  to  65. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  engrossed  bill  imposing  a  duty  (of  four 
cents  per  lb.)  on  sugar  refined  within  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed  with- 
out debate — yeas  84,  nays  53,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Meiwrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beail,  Bibb,  Bradlej,  flurwell, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cbappell,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Dawson,  Denoyeiles,  Deshii,  Duvali,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Evans,  Farrow,  Findlty,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Ciholson,  tilas>(ow,  Goodwyn,  (iourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hyneman,  Ingcrsoll,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, LeflTerta,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLean,  .Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Roberts,  Rob- 
ertson, Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Tay- 
ior,  Troup,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  W'hitehill,  Wiiaon  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nai» — Messrs,  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bowers,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox.Culpeper,  Dav- 
enport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Geddes, 
Gloninger,  Goldaborough,  Hale,  Howell,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachu- 
aetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Picker- 
ing, Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
SUnford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Slurgea,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mas»achusett«, 
U'cbster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  establish  theoffice  of  Com- 
missioner of  the  Revenue,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  pasved  wiihout  a  division. 

The  engrossed  bill  imposing  a  duty  on  sales  at 
auction  ormerchandise,  and  of  ships  and  vessels, 
was  read  the  third  time 

[This  bill  imposes,  after  the  1st  day  of  January 
next,  upon  all  sales  by  way  of  auction,  one  dollar 
for  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  purchase  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  merchandise,  and  tweniy- 
five  cents  for  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  pur- 
chase money  arising  from  sales  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels; the  money  to  be  paid  by  the  auctioneer  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale.] 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays  51,  as 
follows: 

Yeab — Mewrs.  Alexander,  .Mston,  .Anderson,  .Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brad- 
ley,  Burwell,    Caldwell,   Caihoun,   Chappell,    Clark, 


Clopton, Comalock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford.  Creigh- 
ton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyellea, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley  For- 
■yth,  Franklin,  (rholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin, 
Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hyneman, 
Ingenoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  LeffcrU,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
McCoy, McKee, McKim,  McLean,. Montgomery, Moore, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
neasee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberti, 
Robertson,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hill,  WUson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayhea  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  MassachusetU, 
Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Gro*- 
venor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Haven,  Smith,  of  New  York, 
SUnford,  Stockton,  Stuart.  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was  com- 
mitted the  bill  for  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,  and  the  other 
tax  bills;  and.  after  some  time  spent  therein  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  laying  du- 
ties on  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons, 
with  amendments,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  on 
the  residue  of  the  said  bills;    which  was  granted. 

The  amendments  were  then  read  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  House,  except  two  of  the  said  amend- 
ments, which  were  disagreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  further  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  proviso 
in  the  first  section,  the  words,  "  or  in  the  opinion 
of  the  collector  of  a  valoe  not  exceeding  fifty  dol- 
lars," and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, further  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
words  '-three  dollars"  in  the  first  section,  and  to 
insert  "/tro  dollarti."^ 

Mr.  Clopton — Mr.  Speaker:  I  find  myself 
under  the  necessity  of  addressing  you  and  the 
House  upon  this  occasion.  It  is  really  disa- 
greeable to  me  to  trouble  you  at  all,  and  nothing 
but  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  1  stand,  could 
induce  roe  to  it.  This  renders  it  a  duty  1  owe 
myself,  to  state  my  reasons  for  the  vote  which  I 
shall  give  upon  the  bill  before  you.  Believing, 
as  1  do,  after  much  reflection  upon  the  subject, 
that  the  tax  proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  is 
of  the  nature  of  a  direct  tax.  I  cannot  conscien- 
tiously vole  for  it,  because  the  Constitution  pro- 
hibits the  laying  of  such  a  species  of  tax  in  the 
way  proposed. 

Having  voted  for  the  declaratioa  of  war,  ia 
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vioJicatioD  of  the  honor  and  the  dignity,and  the 
rig»f  5,  and  I  raay  say,  the    independence  too.  of  , 


lation.  whatever  opinions  may  have  been  pro- 
nounced by  others  under  any  character  whatever, 
ihiAialioD,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  imagined  that  I  |  or  in  any  department  of  the  Government.  At  the 
feeAiDy  ^ort  uf  reluctance  in  supporting  the  war  ;  same  time  I  declare,  sir,  that  neither  this  disposi- 
tha^  it  will  not  be  presumed,  under  these  circum- j  tiun  oor  this  determination  prevents  me  from 
stai,4**)  '^*'  '  *^°^  unwilling  to  furnish  the  sup-  j  entertaining  a  due  respect  for  the  characters,  the 
plit.«fur  carrying  It  00.  Such  a  di.^'positioQ  (could  I  talents,  and  the  stations  of  the  public  functiona- 
af^  ;hi8  awful  cri>is  m  the  affairs  o(  our  country  j  ries,  and  for  their  opinions,  on  whatever  subjects 
eaU  tain  it)  would  indicate  a  degree  of  i neon- J  they  may  be  pronounced  ;  and  this  respect  for 
sist^  jcy.  a  sort  of  waywardness,  a  sort  of  whinasi-  '  their  opinions  will  always  induce  me  to  examine, 
cal  '  (Constancy  of  mind  uhich.  I  trust,  will  never  I  as  minutely  as  my  judgment  is  capable  of  exam- 
ent*  '  into  my  composition — will  never  in  any  in-  i  ining,  every  case  lo  which  they  may  have  pro- 


siai>ie  characterize  my  conduct.  No,  sir  ;  it  is 
troti  :  a  regard  to  the  sacred  injunctions  of  the 
Co».  itiiuiiori;  it  is  from  a  regard  to  the  solemn 
req^.?irement  of  the  oath  I  have  taken  to  support 
the^^Jonstitution.  that  I  am  constrained  to  enter 
mylJissent  to  the  proposed  tax.  To  satisfy  the 
igs  of  my  own  conscience,  and  to  follow  the 
[ions  of  my  own  judgment,  are  sacred  obli- 
|ns  on  my  mind  not  to  be  dispensed  with.  I 
iregret,  as  I  do  very  sincerely  regret,  that  I 


nounced  a  decision,  which  does  not  strike  my 
mind  as  being  correct,  if  I  am  called  upon  to  act 
on  such  case:  but  nothing  like  a  slavish  indis- 
criminate assentation  to  such  opinions,  as  so 
many  political  oracles  or  infallible  expositions  of 
the  Constitution  (if  they  relate  to  Constitutiuaal 
questions.)  shall  ever  sink  me  below  the  character 
of  an  independent  Represenlalive.  To  my  con- 
science and  to  my  country,  and  not  to  any  select 
individual*.  I  am  responsible  for  my  conduct  la 


roughi  to  decide  on  a  branch  of  a  system  of    this  House.     By  the  light,  which  it  has  pleased 


lion  proposed  in  a  way  which  that  judgment 
?raiely  and  seriously  consulted  cannot   re- 
nte to  the  Coosttlution  ;  and,  it  is  in  no  small 
»e  that  this  regret  is  deepened  and  rendered 
Imore  poignant  Irora  the  consideration  that 
;ourse  which  I  am  thus  constrained  to  take, 
in  a  line  directly  opposite  to  that  which,  I 
^ci.  will  be  taked  by  gentlemen  with  whom 


God  m  his  beneficence  to  dispense  to  me.  1  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  be  directed.  Dim  as  that 
light  may  be,  it  is  that  by  which  I  am  to  be 
guided,  and  not  by  the  light  of  another.  However 
luminous  the  understanding;  however  exalted 
the  station  of  any  man,  his  opinions  and  decisions 
are  not  mine  until  my  own  mind  becomes  con- 
vinced of  their  propriety  ;  much    less  can   they 


ve,  with  very  few  exceptions,  always  gone —  ,  be  so  while  that  is   impressed  with  a  belief  that 


whom  1  have  travelled,  and  travelled  with 
bure,  in  the  paths  of  lesisiation.    But  deep  as 

regret:is,  and  even  afflicting  to  my  mind,  it 
[:  give   way  to  the  superior  consideration  I 

Slated, 
klowever.  sir,  even  in  respect   lo  matters  af- 


fot^Dg,  as  it  would  seem,  but  narrow  ground  for 
dilarence  of  opinion,  experience  teaches  us  that 

ra'^h  difference  of  opinion  often  prevails.     It  is      

no^ause  for  astonishment  or  surprise,  therefore,  judgment. 
ih^  the  judgment,  which  my  mind  has  been  endeavored 
ab^  to  form  upon  the  question  of  constitution- 
al.^ i  in  relation  to  the  proposed  tax,  should  be  so 
ess'  Qtially  different  Irom  that  of  other  gentlemen. 
Ti.f.  Irequency  of  such  instances  renders  the  cir- 
cujhstaDce  such  as  trot  to  be  wondered  at.  Nor 
doi  feel  It  to  be  of  much,  if  of  any  consequence, 
in;  -^ciding  upon  this  question,  if  I  should  be  told, 
aslerhaps  I  may  be  told,  that  this  point  has  been 
alijady  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court — that  they 
by  a  solemn  decision,  established  the  con- 
iiionaliiy  of  this  species  of  tax.  Such  de- 
f)n  (for  I    believe  a  decision    upon   the  sub- 


such  opinions  or  decisions  are  erroneous  or  in- 
correct. With  this  impression  on  my  mind,  to 
assume  them  as  my  own  opinions  or  decisions  vio- 
lates a  duty  I  owe  to  ray  conscience,  which  re- 
quires that  I  should  conform  to  its  dictates — vio- 
lates a  duty  I  owe  to  my  country,  which  requires 
that  the  votes  I  give  here  should  be  grounded 
on  actual  conviction  of  their  propriety,  resulting 
from  a  free,  honest,  unbiassed  exercise  of  my  bebl 
In  the  present  instance,  sir,  I  have 
so  to  exercise  the  best  of  my  judg- 
ment, and  to  give  to  the  subject  now  before  us 
such  an  examination  as  I  have  mentioned  ;  the 
result  of  which  is  a  confirmed  conviction  that 
the  tax  in  question  cannot  be  constitutionally 
laid  in  the  manner  proposed,  inasmuch  as  this 
examination  has  led  to  a  conclusion,  clear  and 
unquestionable  to  my  mind,  that  the  tax  proposed 
is  a  direct  tax,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution. 

I  will  now,  sir,  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
in  order  to  submit  a  few  observations 


upon  this 
subject.  In  the  inve.siigation  of  it,  Mr.  Speaker, 
je«^(  has  bfen  pronounced  by  that  body)  may,  I  1  consider  it  proper,  first,  to  inquire  whether  the 
aDM  no  doubt  has,  settled  the  point,  and  estab-  i  term  direct  has  reference  to  the  property  oa 
kivl '^^  principle  for  themselves;  but  until  !  which  the  tax  is  laid  :  or  whether  it  has  reference 
th^^  become  the  arbiters  of  ray  conscience  and  to  the  owner  or  person  in  whose  pos.session  the 
th^directors  of  my  judgment,  I  shall  deny  that  property  is.  and  who  is  chargeable  with  the  pay- 
thjf  decis4on  has  any  binding  force  whatever  \  ment  of  the  tai.  If  it  has  reference  to  the  pro- 
y%°  ™y,  "V"'^  '"  deciding  upon  this  question,  perly,  on  which  the  tax  is  laid,  in  that  sense 
1  »^t  only  feel  the  disposition,  but  have  formed  i  all  taxes  whatever  would  be  direct  taxes,  (for  all 
iliCdetermination  to  judge  for  myself  on  such  '  taxes  are  laid  directly  on  the  articles  taxed.)  and 
m#ters  as  are  brought  before  me.  and  in  respect  j  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  introduc- 
hich  I  am  called  to  act  in  the  course  of  legis- 1  mg  the  word  into  the  Cunsiitutiun.     The  term, 
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therefore,  must  have  been  applied,  not  to  the  pro 
perty  taxed,  but  solely  to  the  owner  or  person  in 
possession  of  the  property  on  which  the  tax  is  laid, 
and  who  is  immediately  chargeable  with  the  pay- 
ment of  it.  I  must,  then,  understand  a  direct 
tax.  when  the  subject  of  it  is  an  article  of  pro- 
perty, to  stand  opposed  in  character  to  what  is 
called  an  indirect  tax.  in  this  respect,  that  it  is  laid 
directly  on  property,  the  owner  or  possessor  of 
which  is  immediately  chargeable  with  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tax.  but  by  which  no  other  person, 
whatever,  is  affected  ;  whereas  an  indirect  tax, 
as  I  understand  it.  although  charged  on  the  owner 
or  person  in  possession  at  the  time  when  the  tax 
accrues,  affects  other  persons  also,  though  not 
charged  with  it  as  a  tax,  but  who  use  or  consume 
the  properly,  or  proceeds  from  it,  and  indirectly 
pay  the  tax.  in  the  price  of  the  article  used  or 
consumed;  the  term* indirect,  as  characteristic 
of  this  species  of  tax.  having  reference  to  the 
person  who  uses  or  consumes  the  article.  So 
chat  the  terms  direct  and  indirect^  when  applied 
to  taxes,  refer  always  to  persons,  and  not  to  the 
things  taxed  ;  the  tax  in  the  one  case  falling 
solely  upon,  and  being  confined  in  its  operations 
to.  the  person  in  possession  at  the  time  when  it 
takes  effect — in  the  other  case  passing  to  the  con- 
sumer and  operating  ultimately  on  him:  hence 
the  consumer  is  said  to  be  taxed  indirectly  in  the 
latter  instance — the  proprietor  lo  be  taxed  di- 
rectly in  the  former  instance. 

If  we  look  at  the  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  relates  to  direct  taxes,  we  see  that  one  sort 
of  tax  is  specifically  designated,  and  evidently, 
in  my  opinion,  pomis  out  the  character  of  every 
other  species  of  it  as  applying  wliully  to  the  own- 
er, or  person  immediately  chargeable  with  the 
payment  of  the  tax.  That  clause  declares  that 
**  no  capitation  or  other  direct  lax  shall  belaid, 
unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration 
hereinbefore  directed  to  be  taken.''  Here,  sir,  it 
is  plain,  from  the  structure  of  the  clause,  that  the 
capitation  or  poll  tax  is  designated  as  a  species 
of  direct  tax.  to  which  all  other  direct  taxes  are 
similar  in  their  character;  that  is  to  say,  the 
quality  of  the  tax,  which  renders  the  term  direct 
an  appropriate  characteristic  of  it  when  applied 
to  a  poll  tax,  is  similar  to  that  of  every  other  tax 
to  which  the  same  terra  is  intended  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  be  applied.  The  words  '•  other  direct 
taxes"  immediately  following  the  word  '"capita- 
tion," and  being  coupled  with  it  in  the  sentence, 
prove  clearly  that  there  is  an  intimate  connexion 
between  them.  They  not  only  show  that,  besides 
the  capitation  tax.  there  are  other  species  of  taxes, 
likened  in  their  nature  and  character  to  the  capi- 
tation tax,  but,  also,  that  every  tax  so  likened  in 
its  nature  and  character  to  the  capitation  is  a  di- 
rect tax.  and  consequently  must,  if  laid  at  all. 
be  laid  in  the  same  manner  as  a  capitation  tax 
18  laid. 

Now.  sir,  what  is  the  nature  and  character  of  a 
capitation  tax  ?  The  very  term  capitation  proves 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  tax  ;  proves  it  to 
be  such  a  tax  as  does  not,  and  cannot  affect  any 
person    but   the  person  immediately  chargeable 


with  the  payment  of  the  tax;  for,  who  can  be 
affected  by  it,  or  be  chargeable  with  the  payment 
of  It.  but  the  person  on  whose  head  it  is  laid,  if 
he  be  a  free  man  and  not  a  minor?  None,  sir; 
and  although  in  the  capacity  of  a  parent,  a  guar- 
dian, or  a  master,  a  person  may  be  chargeable 
with  the  payment  of  a  poll  tax  which  is  not  laid 
upon  his  own  head,  yet  this  circumstance  alters 
not  the  principle;  on  liira  only,  as  being  the  per- 
son immediately  chargeable  with  the  payment, 
does  the  tax  operate  in  any  .nanner  whatever. 
In  such  a  case,  the  person  on  whose  head  the  tax 
is  laid  is  merely  a  subject  of  it.  and  not  other- 
wise affected  by  it. 

The  next  step  to  be  taken  in  the  investigation 
of  this  subject  is,  to  inquire  whether  the  tax  in 
question  b«?  similar  in  its  nature  and  character  to 
a  capitation  tax.  If  it  be  so,  I  contend  the  con- 
clusion will  be  a  fair  and  a  just  one,  that  it  is  a 
direct  tax,  and  cannot  be  constitutionally  laid  in 
the  manner  proposed. 

1  have  siiid,  sir,  and  it  is  a  position  which  seems 
to  me  too  clear  to  be  controverted,  that  a  capita- 
tion or  poll  tax  is  a  tax  of  such  a  nature  and 
character  that  no  person  but  the  person  immedi- 
ately chargeable  with  the  payment  of  the  tax  can 
be  affected  by  it.  Such  being  a  peculiar  charac- 
teristic quality  of  the  capitation  tax,  I  take  it  to 
be  that  which  denominates  it  a  direct  tax  ;  that 
because  it  operates  so  directly  and  exclusively  on 
the  person  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  tax 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  to  dis- 
tinguish it  by  that  appellation. 

But.  sir.  is  the  proposed  tax  a  tax  of  such  a  na- 
ture and  character  that  no  person  but  the  person 
immediately  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  it 
can  be  affected  by  it?  Tiiere  are  some  propo- 
sitions loo  clear  and  self-evident  to  require,  or 
even  admit  of  demonstration  by  regular  process 
of  reasoning.  They  are  no  sooner  presented  for 
consideration  than  the  mind  is  stricken  with  a 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  them.  Such,  I  appre- 
hend, is  the  proposition  contained  in  the  question 
just  now  propounded.  For, can  the  truth  of  any 
proposition  whatever,  be  more  clearly  demon- 
strated, by  a  course  of  reasoning,  than  the  truth 
of  this  appears  on  the  first  presentation  of  it  to 
the  mind  ?  I  cannot  conceive  of  any,  sir.  Can 
it  be  imagined  tiiat  the  tax  laid  upon  a  carriage 
can.  in  any  manner  whatever,  affect  any  person 
but  the  owner,  or  person  in  possession,  who  is  im- 
mediately charged  with  the  payment  of  the  tax  ? 
It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  no  mind,  however  inge- 
nious and  scrutinizing,  can  find  out  any  way 
whatever  by  which  such  a  tax  can  operate  other- 
wise than  solely  on  the  owner  or  person  in  pos- 
session of  the  carriage,  and  immediately  charged 
with  the  payment  of  the  tax.  That  the  opera- 
tion of  it  IS  thus  limited  and  confined,  is  as  clear 
and  self-evident  as  that  a  poll  tax  is  so  limited 
and  confined  in  its  operation.  It  is  as  clear  and 
as  self-evident  as  that  a  tax  upon  slaves,  a  tax 
upon  houses,  a  tax  upon  land,  is  each  so  limited 
and  confined  in  its  operation. 

If  we  recur  to  the  bill  passed   by  this  House 
but  a  day  or  two  ago  for  laying  a  direct  tax,  we 
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list  of  property  enumerated  as  the  subjects  of  |  species  of  tax  of  the  same  denommation  with  the 


s^^ll  see  tjiat  slaves  are  not  taxed  therein  by  the 
yVd.  but  upon  their  valuation  as  so  many  arii- 
c^<  of  property.  It  is  not  a  poll  tax.  then,  as  it 
rfipecls  lUm,  boy  more  than  as  it  respects  the 
oSer  subjeCTs  of  taxation  enumerated  in  the  bill ; 
a0^  why  vicre  they  designated  amongst  those  dif- 
fw^jnt  species  of  property  thus  made  the  subjects 
of'this  tax.  according  to  their  valuation,  and  car- 
T0^es  not  included  in  the  enumeration  ?  Can  the 
h,i  nan  imagination  discover  any  real  sub>lantial 
djiference  (iftween  these  two  subjects  of  taxation, 
cfflisidered  .is  property  ?  Can  the  human  imagi-  , 
rAjfion  marji  any  real  distinction  betwet^n  a  lax 
i£;n  the  oie  and  a  tax  upon  the  other,  as  it  af; 
f^ts,  in  either  case,  the  owner  or  person  imiri.«- 
d^tely  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  tax?  .'Il 
s^Dis  to  ro^,  sir,  that  he  would  find  himself  *eti- 
g^ed  in  a  xery  difficult  task,  who  would  under-' 
t^e  to  finil  out  any  difference  between  them  iff 
tl^t  respect.  They  stand  precisely  in  the  saiu/f 
p*  idicamenU  both  in  point  of  property,  and  in  ref- 
e«ice  to  the  operation  of  the  tax.  As  objects  of 
pJ^.perty,  tbey  differ  only  id  being  different  spe- 
c^  of  it.     Dwelling-houses  are  also  included  in 

tji^  .     .       . 

i;  "k  tax  ;  arid  to  a  tax  on  this  species  of  property, 
aftax  on  carriages  may,  perhaps,  be  still  more 
s^jikingly  Hssimilated,  inasmuch  as  they  approach 

frer  towards  each  other  in  similarity  of  species, 
beg  leave  to  notice  an  observation  made  by  the 
Ijjiorable  gentleman  from  Georgia.  (Mr.  Bibb.) 
ifr' regard  to  a  principle  of  discrimmalion,  be- 
tween dirfct  and  indirect  laxes  adopted  by  the 
(fcmmittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  1  understood 
l^t  gentleman  to  state  that  the  Committee  con- 
sV^red  carnages  aa  articles  of  expense,  and  as 
s^h.  it  se^ras,  it  is  proposed  to  lay  a  tax  upon 
tj^m.  in  ihe  manner  directed  by  this  bill,  at  a 
rfce  affixes  lo  each  sort,  as  specified  in  the  bill. 
"  as.-ume:  it,  as  a  general  principle,  that  articles 
expense,  merely  as  such,  are  the  proper  sub- 
ts  of  inciirect  taxation,  will  go  farther,  perhaps, 

§tuin  gentlemen  whu  assume  it  are  aware.  It  will 
^to  inclulle  some  which  have  been  selected  as 
^.jects  of  the  direct  taJ.  Many  slaves  are  em- 
yed  in  it  manner  to  which  the  idea  of  expense 
y  be  asfwell  attached,  as  that  idea  is  attached 
he  employment  of  a  carriage.  They  are  often 
erptoyed  together,  and  alike,  for  the  convenience 
o^the  owner;  and  may  not  the  one  as  well  as 
iJR;  other,  then,  be  arranged  under  the  head  of 
e^ense?  Can  the  mere  circumstance  that  the 
c5riag«?  affords  the  means  of  convenience  to  the 
<«ner%eiermine  that  to  be  an  article  of  expense  ; 
i**ile,'at  the  same  iime.  the  attending  servant  or 
-2,iter,  wlio  also  affords  means  of  convenience  to 
l*>  ou'ner,  is  not  la  be  considered  as  an  object  of 
eWnense?,  It  seems  lo  me,  sir,  that  the  mind 
H?|jst  struggle  hard',  indeed,  to  make  out  a  dis- 
iDction  ia  this  resp;ecl,  merely  because  there  ex- 
up  such  ^  difference  between  them  as  to  species 
(Vjiproperly,  I  cannot  perceive,  in  this  difference 
(it|  species;  any  necessary  .separation  of  the  one 
(Umthe  ciher.astothe  idea  of  expense, although 
fnay  be  true  that  sometimes  the  one  may  be  more 
/pensive  than  the  other.     W4ere  is  the  counei- 


ion  between  the  idea  of  a  carriage  and  the  idea 
of  expense,  which  does  not  attach  to  the  servant 
who  drives  the  carriage  ?  It  would  be  difficult 
to  prove  the  connexion  as  to  the  former,  without 
proving  it  as  to  the  latter.  Domestic  servants, 
too,  when  such  are  slave*,  may  be  considered  as 
standing  in  a  similar  predicament;  and,  if  what- 
ever administers  lo  the  ease,  convenience,  and 
even  pleasure  of  the  owner,  as  the  use  of  a  carn- 
age may  be  deemed  to  do,  ought,  for  that  reason, 
l^*he  arranged  under  the  head  of  expense,  for 
,lhe  same  reason,  ihe  other  description  of  prop- 
'erty  may  be  as  fitly  arranged  under  the  same 
head.  I  cannot  conceive,  therefore,  that  the  true 
principle  of  discrimination  between  a  direct  and 
indirect  tax  consists  ia  a  supposed  association  of 
the  idea  of  the  latter  with  the  idea  of  expense, 
as  the  peculiar  subject  of  its  operation.  I  appre- 
hend, rather,  that  it  is  ioH)e  found  in  the  differ- 
ence between  their  respective  modes  of  operation. 
Upon  the  whole,  sir.  if,  as  I  have  endeavored  lo 
show,  the  proposed  tax  on  carriages  is  precisely 
similar  in  its  nature,  in  its  character,  and  in  its 
operation,  to  a  poll  or  capitation  tax,  it  must  be  a 


i 


capitation  tax.  But  everybody  admits  that  the 
capitation  tax  is  a  direct  tax.  for  It  is  expressly  so 
called  in  the  Constitution.  I  can.  therefore,  draw 
no  other  conclusion  than  this,  that  the  proposed 
tax  is  also  a  direct  tax  ;  that  it  is  equally  as  much 
so  as  a  slave  tax.  a  house  lax,  or  a  land  tax. 

Far  from  endeavoring  by  a  forced  construction 
of  the  Constitution  to  come  to  the  conclusioa 
that  the  proposed  lax  is  a  direct  tax,  and,  there- 
fore, not  to  be  constitutionally  laid  in  the  man- 
ner intended  by  this  bill,  I  have,  on  the  contrary, 
almost  endeavored  to  resist  the  convictions  of  my 
mind  which  have  led  to  that  conclusion,  and  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  it,  in  order  to  reconcile 
the  lax  to  the  Constitution;  because  if  I  did  be- 
lieve it  to  be  reconcilable  to  the  Constitution,  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  very  proper  tax,  and 
I  should  certainly  vote  for  it,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
presumable  that,  generally,  persons  who  own  this 
species  of  property  are  well  enabled  to  pay  the 
tax.  But  no  consideration  of  this  sort  can,  or 
ought  to  induce  me  to  mould  the  Constitution 
into  a  form  to  suit  the  tax,  or,  by  a  forced  con- 
struction, which,  to  my  mind,  it  will  not  bear,  to 
reconcile  it  to  the  tax.  If  it  be  a  defect  in  ihe 
Constitution,  it  is  not  for  me  to  supply  that  de- 
fect. 1  am  solemnly  bound  by  the  Cun:iiitution, 
as  it  is.  and  nave  no  right  to  transcend  the  limit.s 
of  It.  Therefore,  being  under  the  impression  of 
a  strong  belief  that  it  does  not  authorize  the  lay- 
ing of  the  tax  as  proposed  in  this  bill,  I  cannot 
vote  for  it. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's 
amendment  a  passed  in  ihe  affirmative — yeas  89, 
nays  52,  as  follows  : 

Ykis — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  .Ma«8acbu»etU> 
Beall,  Bigelow.  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Choppcil,  Uheves,  Cilley. 
Clopton,  Coinstock,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Cuipeper,  Davenport,  Denoyelles,  Dewey.  Ely.  Farrowi 
Fmdley,    Gaston,    Geddes,    Glasgow,    GoldBborougb»- 
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Griffin,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hubbard,  Hun^erford,  In- 
gersoll,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyie, 
McLean,  Miller,  .Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson, 
Ruggles,  fSchureman,  8evier,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  8hip- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stock- 
ton, Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts.  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whealon,  White.  Wdcoi,  Wil- 
ton of  .Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pensyhania,  Winter, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Natb  —  .Me^isrs.  .Alston.  Anderson,  Bard,  Bibb, 
Bowen,  Bowers,  Burweii,  Calhoun,  Clark,  Conard, 
Crcighton.  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Desha, 
Duvail,  Earie,  Eppes,  Evans,  Forney,  F'orsyth,  (Jhol- 
Bon,  Goodwyn,  Uorden,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hyneman,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  .McKee,  McKim,  Moore, 
Murtrce,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Stanford, 
Tannehiil,  Telfair,  Troup,  and  WhitehiU. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  ihe  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Saturhay,  July  10. 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  made  a  report,  in  part,  of 
such  business  as.  in  the  opinion  of  the  commillee, 
demands  the  attention  of  Congress  at  their  pres- 
ent session  ;  which  was  read,  aud  ordered  lo  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benson, 

Itesohed,  That  it  be  further  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committet;  of  botli  Houses,  to  whom  it  is 
referred  to  consider  and  report  wiien  an  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  may  probably  take  place,  also 
to  consider  aud  report  as  to  the  time  when  it  will 
be  advisable  that  Congress  should  again  meet, 
after  the  close  of  the  present  session. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  t!ie  Senate  *'  for  the 
relief  of  Alexander  Scott."  The  Committee  rose 
and  reported  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  tor  a  j 
limited  lime,  certain  acts  authorizing  corps  of  I 
Rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  ihe  j 
United  States,  and  making  appropriations  for  the  i 
same.  The  bill  was  reported  with  amendments.  | 
which  were  concurred  lu  by  the  House;  and  the  ! 
bill  ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  ! 
lime  to-day,  which  was  subsequently  doue,  and  \ 
the  bill  passed.  I 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  ' 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the   Senate  "'supple-  ' 
menlary    to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  upon   the 
tubjectofan  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,"  and 
on  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Com- 
millee of  Foreign  Relations  ;  and,  after  some  lime 


spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  said  amendments  ;  which 
were  again  read,  and  the  first  thereof  concurred 
iu,  and  the  other  two  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  moiion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ruggles  further 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  a  new  section  there- 
to ;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  madeby  Mr.  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
words  'resident  in  the  United  States  or  the  Ter- 
ritories thereof,"  in  the  second  and  third  lines  of 
the  bill ;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  the 
amendments  were  ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  tliird  lime  on  Monday  next. 

Tiie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  proride  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  militia  shin,  and  of  militia  disa- 
bled in  tlie  service  of  the  United  Slates.  The  bill 
was  reported  with  amendments;  which  werecon- 
curred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  T. 
Salterwhite.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment  ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  lime  on  Monday  next. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE    CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  said  he  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  and  of  the  nation  to  a  reso- 
lution proposing  amendments  of  the  Constitution 
in  some  of  its  important  features.  Not,  however, 
with  a  view  to  ask  a  decision  on  any  question  in- 
volved in  its  scope  during  the  present  session;  but 
in  order,  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session,  it  should  be  taken  up.  and  if  sanctioned  by 
Congress  be  presented  to  the  State  Legislatures 
in  time  lo  be  acted  on  at  their  W^inter  sessions; 
so  that  the  nation  might  possess  the  benefits  it 
contemplated  as  soon  as  practicable.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  members  of  Congress  and  ihe  States 
can  deliberate  on  the  subject,  and  be  prepared 
then  to  pronounce  their  decision. 

The  first  amendment,  said  Mr.  J.,  proposes  to 
authorize  Congress  lo  lay  a  tax  on  exports — a 
power  he  conceived  indispensable  lo  counteract 
the  measures  of  foreign  nations,  who  tax  their 
exports  to  this  country,  and  collect  from  that 
source  a  large  revenue  annually,  which  falls  upon 
the  consumer,  and  consequently  is  a  tax  on  the 
United  Stales.  Mr.  J.  said  he  considered  ihem  a 
legitimate  object  of  taxation,  and  the  truest  poli- 
cy dictated  the  imposition  of  the  tax.  provided  the 
inhibition  were  repealed  which  he  proposed.  He 
repeated,  he  would  not  now  go  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  general  policy  of  the  measure,  or  an 
inquiry  into  the  reasons  which  induced  the  pro- 
hibition, but  he  would  say  that  he  believed  that 
if  the  power  existed  there  would  be  no  necessi- 
ty to  resort  lo  a  system  of  internal  taxes — a  power 
which  might  be  so  guarded  and  exercised  as  to 
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JOLY, 1813. 


L  event  any  possible  abuses  which  might  be  ap- 
*  ehended. 

^;  The  other  three  amendments  might  be  consoli- 
(J  ted  in  one,  (Mr.  J.  said.)  were  it  not  that  he  was 
tf  willing  io  hazard  either  by  an  unnecessary  con- 
Il2  lion  of  It  with  the  others;  and  if  either  was 
«  reed  to.  !t  would  be  gaining  something  which 
ljTdf>irtd.  even  if  all  were  not  assented  tp.  They 
J., fpose  authorizing  Congress  to  make  roads  and 
jais.  and  to  establish  a  national  bank  ;  the  first 
which  were  linked  with  the  internal  prosj)er- 
of  the  country.  a»id  the  last  almost  indispensa- 
10  a  due  admini.-tration  of  the  fiscal  concerns 
trie  nation.  1  am  aware  (said  Mr.  J.)  that 
iny  persons  in  tlir  nation  believe  that  Congress 
already  clothed  with  these  powers;  but  it  is 
lially  true  that  a  great  portion,  also,  deny  the 
^horiiy  ;  whilst  almost  all,  I  believe,  agree  that 
js  proper  and  necessary  to  possess  it.  It  is, 
trefore,  the  dictatii  of  sound  reason  to  reconcile 
|se  opinions  by  the  express  grant,  in  preference 
jesorting  lo  constr!iction  and  implication,  which 
always  dangeroos  and  may  be  rendered  whol- 
loneces^ary.  I  shall  for  the  present  content 
>etf  with  submitting  the  resolution  for  consid- 
euiion.  in  urder  thai  it  may  be  laid  on  the  table 
a:^l  printed  and  at  an  early  day  of  the  next  ses- 
iii  it  IS  my  design  to  call  for  its  adoption, 
kir.  J.  th^n  read  the  following  resolution  : 
I'ejo/rfrf,  Ay  the  Senate  and  House  of  Revre^ent- 
|m  of  the  L'fHted  Statet  of  Ameriea  in  Ctmgrex* 
a^-mbUd,  two  thirds  of  both  Houses curicurring,ThAl 
tt?followinjf  articles  he  projKJsed   to  the  Legislmtures 
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le  Bevernl  States,  ds  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 

of  tlie  United  States,  each  ot  which,  when  rati£ed 

bjM^hree- fourths  of  th«  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid, 

t((.  f,ll  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  oi  the  said  Coosti- 

tif  jon 

Conjrt.s8  shall  have  pmwer  to  lay  a  tax  or  duty 
rUcles  exported  from  any  Slate, 
'ongre^  shall  have  power  to  make  roads  in  any 
St^le,  with  the  consent  of  the  State  within  which  the 
Uii^ie  shall  bv  made. 

If.  Congrt  ss  shall  have  power  to  make  canals  in  any 
S^te,  with  the  consent  of  the  State  within  which  the 
»V^  \e  shall  by  made. 

'  .  L'ongross  shall  have  power  to  establish  a  Nation- 
al^l  Jank,  with  branches  thereof,  in  any  State  or  Terri- 
to^  '  of  the  Lnited  States. 

'■■  rlr.  J.  s)id,  it  was  bis  intentioa  to  limit  the 
p^j-  ter  of  taxing  exports  to  an  ad  valorem  duty 
otf  ihe  arliules  exported,  but  he  thought  it  best  to 
pf^ent  the  simple  proposition  without  details, 
wjMch  may  be  supplied  hereafjer. 

^^he  resoiuiiOD  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

3  THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

^n  engr<^ssed  bill  laying  duty  on  carriages  for 
ti^  conveyance  of  persons  was  read  the  third 
ti^e,  and  o'li  the  question,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 
it^assed  iir  the  artirniative — yeab  99,  nays  52,  as 
fo».ows1 

KAS — Mrssra.    Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
,  Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brad- 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Che- 
Clark,  -Comstock,    Condict,    Conard,  Crawford, 


c 
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Davis  of  PennsylTania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Epp«,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Forsyth,  F>anklin,  (iholson.  Glasgow,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck,  Hopkins  ol  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Hungerford,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LefTerts, 
Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKeo,  McKim,  McLane, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Nelaon,  Newton,  Ormshy,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleiuants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Roberts,  Robert*OD,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert.  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir^nia, 
Strong,  Tannehill.  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Ward,  of 
New  Jeraey,  Whiuhill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Champion,  CiUey,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Calp«per, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Gaatun,  Geddes.  Gtoninger,  Hale, 
Hut\y,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Keat  of  New  York, 
King  of  MassachusctiF,  Lewis.  Lovett,  Macon,  .Markell, 
.Miller,  .Mostley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  Kuggles,  Schureman,  Shefley,  Sher- 
wood, Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Stock- 
ton, Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilson  of  Mass.,  and  Winter. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "'10  re- 
linquish the  claims  of  the  United  Slates  in  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  captured  by 
private  armed  vessels."  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  the  question  then  re- 
curred that  the  bill  be  read  the  third  time ;  when 
Mr.  Pitkin  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned ;  and  the  question  being  stated,  and  debate 
arising  thereon,  the  House  adjourned. 


Mo.NDAY,  July  12. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  Committee  for  the  EHs- 
trict  of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate "to  incorporate  a  fire  insurance  company  iu 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  without  amendment. 
— Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bond,  from  the  select  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  a 
road  from  Shawanee  town,  on  the  Ohio,  to  the 
town  of  Kaskaskia,  in  the  Illinois  Territory; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Benson,  on  Saturday, 
to  direct  the  joint  committee  which  was  hereto- 
fore appointed  to  inquire  and  report  as  lo  the  t;me 
when  the  House  may  adjourn,  also  to  inquire 
when  Congress  may  next  meet,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  T. 
Satterwhite  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  widows  and 
orphans  of  militia  slain,  and  of  militia  wounded 
in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  Al- 
exander Scott."  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  '"  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal 
duties,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire  \ 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  | 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  committed  the 
bill   for  the  assessment  and   collection  of  direct  ; 
taxes  and  internal  duties  and  other  tax  bills,  and 
after  some  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill   laying  a  duty  on  salt   imported  . 
into   the  United    States,   with   amendments,  and  ! 
asked   leave  to  sit  again  on  the  other  subjects  re- 
ferred to  them;  which  was  granted. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
DE.>T  OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows  : 

To  the  House  of  Repretentaiives  of  the  United  States  : 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  the  information  re- 
quested by  their  resolutions  of  the  21st  of  June  last. 

JAMES  M.\DISON. 
WiSHixoToit,  Juiy  12,  1813. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  the  information 

requested  by  their  resolution  of  the  'ilst  of  June  last  ■ 

JAMES  .MADISON. 
WisHiseTON.yu/y  12,  1813. 

The  Mesages  and  documents  being  read,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
and  five  thousand  copies  of  said  Messages  and 
documents  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NATURALIZATION. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  lo  the 
several  acts  for  establishing  an  uniform   rule  of 
naturalization,  as  amended   by    this   House,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

.Mr.  Ke.nnedy,  after  adverting  to  the  clause 
which  limits  the  privilege  of  naturaliZdtion  to 
those  aliens  who  have  made  a  declaration  of  their 
intention  to  become  citizens,  to  which  limitation 
he  objected,  moved  thai  the  bill  should  lie  on  the 
table,  to  afi'ord  to  him  and  others  an  opportunity 
more  maturely  to  examine  its  provisions  with 
that  of  existing  laws. 

Mr.  RoBEKTii.  who  conceived  there  was  some 
inconsistency  or  indefiniieness  in  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  suggested  the  propriety  of  referring  it 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Kennedy  consenting  to  waive  bis  motion, 
in  favor  of  recommitment — 

The  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  select  commit- 
tee of  three  members — 57  to  53. 

CAPrURED   PROPERTY. 

The  unfinished  business  was  resumed,  viz:  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  '•  to  relinquish  the  claims 
of  the  United  States  to  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  captured  by  private  armed  vessels." 

[This  bill  releases  all  right  and  claim  accruing 
to  th^  United  Slates,  under  the  non-importatiou 
laws,  to  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the  property 
of  British  subjects,  siiipped  from  British  ports 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  which,  having  been 
captured  by  private  armed  vessels  on  the  high  and 
open  seas,  have  been  libelled  and  claimed  in  the 
courts  of  the   United   States,  in  Al   cases  where 


such  goods,  dec,  shall  be  condemned   as  prize  of 
war.  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors,  &c  ] 

The  question  pending  at  the  last  adjournment, 
was  on  a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement. 
This  question  having  been  taken,  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  53,  nays  7S. 

Messrs.  Benson.  Farrow,  and  Sheffev.  oppo- 
sed the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and  .Messrs.  Roberts, 
Rhea,  W.  Alston,  and  Whight,  supported  it. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
carried — 70  to  64.  as  follows: 

YiAs — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery. 
Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark,  Cloj)ton,  Condict, 
Conard,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley, 
Fiskof  Vermont,  Forney,  FVanklin.Goodwyn,  Gourdin, 
Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humpheys,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Lefferts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  .Moore, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Wilson  of  Penosyl- 
nia,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Benson,  Bigelow,  Bowers,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpcpcr,  Davenport,  Ely,  Farrow,  Forsyth,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  Gholson,  Goidsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hanson,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  , 
Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .Masaachu-  "^ 
setts.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
McKee,  .Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schure- 
man, ShelTey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Win- 
ter, and  Wood. 


Tuesday  July  13. 

Ordered,  That  .Mr.  Ingham.  Mr.  John  Reed, 
Mr.  Creighton,  and  Mr.  Lefferts,  be  appointed 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Naval  Establishment,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr. 
Ward  of  Massachusetis,  and  Mr.  Post,  who  have 
obtained  leave  of  absence  lor  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  Vermont,  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin B.  Blydenburgh  and  Peter  A.  Jay,  contest- 
ing the  election  of  Ebenezer  Sage,  and  John  Lef- 
ferts, which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  recotu- 
meoded  by  the  committee  was  concurred  in,  as 
follows  : 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  parties  be  allowed  until  the 
first  Wednesday  in  the  next  session  of  Congress,  to 
procure  testimony  relative  to  said  election." 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  from  the  select  committee,  re- 
ported a  b  II  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of 
the  northwestern  frontier,  by  granting  donations 
of  land  to  actual  settlers,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH  moved  to  print  five  thou- 
sand copies  of  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  3d 
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?luoicatiun  of  yesterday.— Nfgaiived,  64  to  63 
.      KThe  aineniiroenls  of  the   Senate  to  llie  assess- 
\     (bent   Sill   were    referred    to    the   Commiltee  uf 

^'^ays  aoJ  Means. 

FOREiGN  RELATIONS. 

\Mr.  Ca|.houn.  from  the  Commiltee  on  Foreign 
lations,  made  tt.e  following  report  ; 
^  The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  wai 
r^'erred  th'-  President's  Message  of  the  12th  instant 
Ad  the  aaampanying  documents,  report  :  That  they 
l^^e   pxamiued  the  Message  and  documents  with  all 


Foreign  Jielation$. 


July,  1813. 


arch  lasi,  as  does  not  form  a  part  of  the  com-  I  the  subject  to  the  second  Monday  in  December 

next.  He  said  the  resolutions  were  explicit,  and 
ought  to  have  been  answered  distinctly,  and  the 
documents  furnished  with  such  an  answer  ;  in- 
^lead  of  which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  entered 
into  a  ions  argument  in  justification  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Administration  and  the  war.  This 
was  unprecedented,  and,  in  his  opinion,  improper. 
The  House  had  asked  the  President  for  informa- 
tion as  to  certain  facts,  and  had  received  a  long 
plea  in  favor  of  the  Government  and  the  war. 
Besides,  he  said,  many  of  the  minority  had  left 
I  the  city,  and  a  fair  expre<sion  of  the  opinion  of 


^  attention  their  importance  demands.     Vour  com-  '  the  House  could  not  be  had  at  this  time 


Utce  will  not  indulge  themselves  in  making  the 
[rious  o!)8<;rvation«  which  the  interesting  subjects 
ught  under  their  consideration  naturally  suggest, 
le  delay  lucident  to  such  a  course,  connected  with 
lateness  of  the  seBsion  and  the  advanced  season  of 
year,  forbid  so  wide  a  range;  but  they  cannot  ab- 
i«in  from  remarking  that,  while  the  .Message  and  doc- 
i*i|ient«  furnish  strong  additional  proof  of  the  justice 
^fjtA  necessity  of  the  war,  they  also  present  powerful 
Actives  for  the  steady  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  it, 
Lgii  the  sulrest  means  uf  a  safe  and  lionorable  peace, 
rj^an  now  no  longer  be  doubted,  that  it  was  the  prec- 
ipe of  our  meaxures,  combined  with  the  determination 
oifCongres*  to  redress  our  wrongs  by  arms,  and  not 
\'Je  repeal  i>f  the  French  decrees,  that  broke  down  the 
(2der8  in  Council  of  1807  and  1809;  that  dangerous 
Mitcm  of  monopoly  by  which  wc  were,  as  to  our  com- 
rce,  in  fact  recolonized.  Let  us  then  persevere,  and 
der  a  just  Providence  we  doubt  not  of  final  success, 
fie  reward  is  worthy  of  the  cost  and  privation.  It  is  no 
Lvjs  than  the  lasting  peace  and  independence  of  our- 
ves,  and  our  posterity. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  your 
inittee  are  compelled  to  present  to  the  House.  It 
ue  to  justice  to  consider  the  Message  and  documents 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  Executive.  They 
aware  that  on  ordinary  occasions  it  is  not  proper 
this  House  to  express  sentiments  of  approbation  or 
nfeurc  on  the  conduct  of  the  President,  but  submit 
til  deference,  that  as  through  this  body  he  is  respoii- 
.^ile  to  thi»  people  tor  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  du- 
c^s,  there  are  cases  in  which  it  is  not  only  the  right 
i4^t  the  duty  of  this  House  to  express  its  opinion, 
^fich,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  is  the  pres- 
^  (t.  The  language  of  the  resolutions,  and  the  mo- 
^es  avow,d  by  their  supporters,  leave  no  alternative. 
tJo  t>e  silent,  would  be  to  condemn.     I'pon  a  full  in- 


» 


The  postponement  was  opposed  by  several 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  Calhoun  could  not  consent  to  it,  because 
he  thought  the  subject  was  such  as,  in  justice  to 
the  President,  to  require  the  decision  of  the 
House.  The  course  adopted  by  the  President 
was  not  unprecedented.  In  answer  to  the  reso- 
lutions read  the  other  day,  Mr.  Secretary  Ham- 
ilton had  made  a  long  argumentative  report.  In 
this  case  it  was  peculiarly  proper.  Mr.  C.  said, 
when  the  resolutions  were  adopted,  he  had  at- 
tempted to  procure  amendments,  which  would 
have  prevented  the  necessity  of  such  a  report 
from  the  Secretary.  He  had  failed  in  his  at- 
tempts. He  had  foreseen  this  course  and  endea- 
vored to  prevent  it.  He  could  not  agree  to  the 
postponement. 

Mr.  Ben80N  declared  be  bad  read  no  resolu- 
tions upon  which  Mr.  Hamilton  had  made  a  re- 
port to  the  House.  He  had  read  resolutions  ask- 
ing information  upon  a  subject,  and  the  reply 
was  made  by  the  Secretary  ot  State. 

Mr.  Sheffey  said  he  was  against  the  postpone- 
ment. He  thought  the  preposterous  reasoning, 
and  the  sophistry  of  the  report,  ought  to  be  ex- 
posed at  this  session.  It  had  a  tendency  to  im- 
pose upon  the  i>eople.  and  ought  to  be  stripped  of 
its  sophistry. 

Mr.  Pearson  was  against  the  postponement. 
He  thought  the  report,  circulated  as  it  was  at 
public  expense,  was  entitled  to  a  full  examination. 
It  merited  re^ly.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
motion  to  postpone  would  be  withdrawn. 

.Mr.  Be.nson  said  he  would  not  differ  with  his 


^  .  friend*,   although   he   continued   of  the  opinion, 

-^friigatioaof  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  in  relation  ,  ihat  a  postponement  was  proper.     He  withdrew 
(r^  Great  Britain  and  France,  as  disclosed  in  the  .Me»-  '  his  motion. 

Jge  and  documents,  your  committee  are  of  opmion,         Motions  were  then   successively  made,  that  tt 
ifat    a  jUHt  course    has   been   pursued   towards   lK)lh     i,e  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  and 


litions,  and  in  no  instance  has  the  dignity,  honor  or 
^tcrests  of  the  L'niied  States  been  compromittcd. 
^V'our  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
i(t  the  following  resolution  : 

^"  Kesolf^J,  That  the  conducf'of  the  Executive  in 
dilation  to  the  various  subjects  referred  to  in  the  rcso- 
Mtions  of  the  Slat  day  of  June,  1813,  meets  with  the 
pprobatioa  of  this  House." 


for  .Monday  ;  and  another  motion,  that  the  whole 
should  lie  on  the  table,  was  made  by  Mr.  King, 
of  North  Carolina.  Upon  these  motions  there 
was  a  long  de&ultory  discussion.  The  remarks 
of  such  gentlemen  as  the  reporter  could  hear  are 
substantially  subjoined. 

Mr.  RucA  said  the  subject  ought  to  be  taken 
up  immediately.     Gentlemen  in  opposition   had 


-J-      -enilemen   lu  opposition 

Mr.  Calhocn  ipoved  that  the  report  be  refer-    obtained   leave  of  absence.     They  might  depart 
i^d  to   a   Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and     before  the  report  might  be  considered.     The  sub- 
i»ade  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  (Wed-    ject  should  be  acted  upon  withut  delay,  and  the 
sjay.)  resolution  immediately  passed. 

Mr.  Behson,  of  New  York,  moved  to  postpone        Mr.  Seybekt  was  for  Monday.     He  wished  to 
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get  through  the  taxes,  and  other  important  busi-  | 
ness,  and  then  he  and  other  gentlemen  would  go 
home,  leaving  those  who  wished  to  discuss  the 
report  to  do  it  at  their  leisure.  : 

Mr.BcRWELL  made  similar  remarks,  and  added, 
that,  in    his  opinion,  it  would  be  improper  and 
unfair  to  be^rin  a  discussion,  now  that  great  num- 
bers in  opposition  to  the  report  had  left  the  House 
and  the  city,  under  the  most  explicit  understand-  : 
ing,  that  subjects  of  this  kind  were  not  again  to  i 
be^discussed   during  the  present  session.     It  had 
been  so  understood  on  all  sides;  and  the  gentle- 
man who  introduced  the  resolutions  (Mr.  Web- 
ster)  had   left  the  city  under  this  general  im- 
pression.    He  thought  it  unfair  and  improper  to 
bring   on   the  subject   in    his  absence,  and  under  > 
such  circumstances.     He  was  therefore  for  the  | 
longest  day.     Mr.  B.  said,  although  he  had  ob-  ] 
tamed  leave  of  absence,  he  should  not  leave  the  j 
House  while   any   important   business  was    be- 
fore it.  ^ 
Mr.  Grosvenor  said,   that  he  had   not  been  i 
able  fully  to  comprehend  the  answer  of  the  Sec- 
retary from  only  one  reading.     It  consisted  of  an  j 
answer  to  the  resolutions  which,  from  his  present 
impressions,  was  explicit,  and  he  hoped  from  full  I 
examinatiorv  would  be  satisfactory,  producing  the  ; 
conviction  which  the  advocates  of  the  resolutions 
had  anticipated.     Appended  to  this  answer  was  i 
a  very  long  argument  of  the  Secretary,  upon  the  ; 
subjects  which   had    recently  been  discussed   in  j 
the  House.     That  argumpnt,  as   far  as  he  was  ! 
able   to  comprehend  it  from    one  reading,  con- 
tained   nothing    novel    or  remarkable    for  force 
and  ingenuity  ;  it  was  such  as  he  had  before  fre- 
quently heard  and  read  upon  the  same  side  of  the  i 
subject;  neither  more  conclusive  or  convincing 
to  his   mind    than   those  which  had   preceded  it.  ' 
Whether  it  contain?d  misstatements  of  a  glaring 
nature  he  could  not  say  until  he  should  read  it; 
if  it  did   not,  he  knew  of  nothing  which  would 
entitle  it  to  a  discussion  on  this  floor;  let  it  go 
to  the  people;  the  subject  could  not  be  misun- 
derstood. 

He  said,  however,  that  if  it  should  be  necessary 
to  discuss  it,  time  ought  to  be  given  until  Mon- 
day. It  was  long;  could  not  be  printed  until  to- 
morrow. It  referred  to  many  documents ;  a  lew 
new  documents  were  furnished,  The  minority 
could  not  examine  it,  or  compare  the  new  docu- 
ments with  those  heretofore  furnished,  and  be 
ready  to  discuss  it.  if,  indeed,  they  should  deem  a 
discussion  necessary  before  Monday  ;  he  was  tor 
that  day.  But  under  the  impression  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  would  not  call  it  up 
until  a  proper  time  had  expired  to  examine  it. 
nor  press  a  premature  decision,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion that  it  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, declared  he  thought 
an  importance  was  given  to  the  business  which 
it  did  not  merit ;  he  was  for  laying  it  on  the  table 
until  the  important  business  of  the  House  was 
through,  and  not  suffer  it  to  create  discussions 
without  object  and  without  end. 

.\lr.  Bibb  was  for  laying  it  on  the  table;  he 


deprecated  a  protracted  session,  which  a  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  would  produce. 

Mr.  Calhoun  assured  the  House  that  nothing 
was  farther  from  his  intention,  and  that  of  the 
committee,  than  to  introduce  a  discussion  ot  the 
subject  into  the  House.  It  was  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  Secretary  to  go  at  lenglb  into  the 
subject.  It  was  equally  necessary  tor  the  House 
to  express  their  opinion  upon  the  answer.  This 
was  the  opinion  at  least  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations.  As  to  any  discussion,  that 
would  depend  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  re- 
port was  treated  by  the  minority. 

Mr.  PiTKiN  was  against  consuming  the  time 
of  the  House  upon  this  subject.  He  made  many 
pertinent  remarks  tending  to  show  that  the  course 
was  novel  and  unprecedented. 

Mr.  Gholson  said  he  regretted  the  observa- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Bibb  j) 
he  considered  the  subject  all  important,  that  it 
should  be  promptly  decided.  As  to  the  minority, 
thev  were  forward  enough  to  discuss  this  very 
subject  the  other  day  ;  but  now  they  seemed  to 
shrink  from  it. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said  he  rose  to  repel  the  in- 
sinuation of  the  gentleman  last  up.  If  the  gen- 
tleman had  got  it  into  his  head  that  the  minority 
wished  to  avoid,  or  leared  a  discussion  of  this,  or 
any  other  subject,  he  never  indulged  a  greater 
mistake;  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  progress  of 
this  business  would  go  far  to  undeceive  the  gen- 
tleman. All  they  demanded  was,  that  as  the  pa- 
per was  very  long,  was  but  ill  understood,  and 
could  not  be  printed  until  to-morrow,  that  time 
should  be  allowed  to  read,  to  understand,  and  to 
discuss  it  fully  and  effectually. 

Mr.  Gholson  asked  if  that  gentleman  (Mr.  G.) 
was  the  organ  of  the  minority.  He  had  alluded 
to  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  and  others  in 
the  minority. 

Mr.  Grosvenor   answered,  he   was  his  owa 

organ.     He  had  the  honor  to  think,  act,  and  speak, 

.with  the   minority;   and  whenever  a  reflection 

was  insinuated  upon  the  honor  of  that  minority, 

he  should  take  the  liberty  publicly  to  repel  it. 

Mr.  P1TK.IN  declared  that  he  had  expressed  no 
wish,  nor  bad  he  any,  to  avoid  a  discussion;  he 
had  been  totally  misunderstood  ;  he  had  beard  no 
'  such  wish  on   the  part  of  the  minority.     Upon 
'  that  subject  he  should  judge  for  himself,  when  he 
'  should    have  an  opportunity  to  read  the  report. 
■  But  he  protested  against  hurrying  on  any  vote  or 
t  discussion,  before  members  had  a  full  opportunity 
!  of  examining  the  long  report  of  the  Secretary. 
'      Mr.  Gaston  said  he  was  against  the  report's 
lying  on  the  table,  and  in  favor  cf  fixing  a  cer- 
I  tain  day.     He  was  against   the   first  course,  be- 
j  cause  any  gentleman  might  call  it  up  at  any  lime, 
whether  gentlemen  might  be  prepared  to  discuss 
!  it  or  not;  he  was  in  favor  of  an  earlier  day  than. 
,  Monday.     He  said,   upon   these    minor  points,  a 
disposition  to  accommodate  among  members  was 
1  always  commendable.     On  points  of  importance 
let  them  remain  inflexible;  none  would  be  more 
]  so  than   himself.     But   his   impression  was  now 
I  that  the  subject  ought  to  be  discussed,  and  the 
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phistry  of  the  answer  exposed.  But.  before  he 
qld  forn)  an  opinion,  he  wished  to  read  and 
nsider  the  report;  if  it  demanded  a  discussion 
^en,  he  should  not  shrink  from  it  under  any  cir- 
^urastance*. 

^  Mr.  Nelson  then  rose,  and  spoke  nearly  as  fol- 
^jiws :  Mr.  Speaker.  I  am  sorry  that  the  chairman 
m  the  committee  has  receded  one  inch.  I  regret 
tliai  he  has  endeavored  to  accommodate  all.  We 
4}1  remember  ho^t,  the  discussion  was  conducted 
t(ie  other  day  upon  the  resolutions.  The  gentle- 
j^en  in  thei  minority  claimed  the  advantage  and 
fj)asted  of;  the  victory.  Sir,  let  us  advance  to 
kJ)is  subject  at  once;  I  would  not  give  the  mi- 
^rity  a  lupger  day  than  the  earliest  mentioned, 
|hat  IS  to-morrow.  If  we  are  not  able  to  vindicate 
'^r  measur'es,  and  sustain  ourselves  on  this  floor, 
lit  us  abaedon   our  places  to   the  minority — to 

Jen  who  can  sustain  themselves  here.     I  would 
It  yield  sn  inch;  I  would  not  permit  delay;   I 
ould  bring  the  subject  immediately  on  ;  I  am, 
therefore,  f<ir  the  earliest  day. 
rSome  reenarks  were  made  by  other  members 
\)nding  to  ."^how  that  such  precipitation  prevented 
v4e  possibility  of  discussion,  as  gentlemen  well 
Qiew  the  report  could  not  be  laid  on  the  table 
tjjidcr  two  ijr  three  days, 
is  The  motion  for  Monday  was  negatived. 
iMr.  Cai.holn  assented  to  Thursday,  and  it  was 
ii>rade  the  order  for  that  day;  and  five  thousand 
'pies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

rfThe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
jj<ents  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
t^  the  bill  t'j  lay  a  duty  on  salt  imported  into  the 
linited  States:  when  the  question  was  slated  to 
Q^ncur  wuh  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
i«|  their  Urai  amendment,  to  wit :  to  strike  out  the 
i^s  "  passing  of  this  act."  and  to  insert  the  '•  first 
y  of  Jaituary  next." 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  that 
e  Mid  bill  be  po.stponed  indefinitely  ;  and  the 
illiestion  was  then  taken  thereon,  and  determined 
if.  the  negative — yeas  56,  nays  88.  as  follows: 
Y«A8 — Mesws.  Baylies  of  Massachusetta,  Benson, 
gelow.  Bowers,  Breckenridge,  Brigham.  Burweil, 
tier,  Caporton,  Cilley,  Cox,  Cuipeper,  Davenport, 
^y,  Forney,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Ulonmger,  GoKlsbo- 
ujrh,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hufty.  Hungerford, 
ckson  or  Rhode  t.sland,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr, 
Dg  ot  -Ma.'csachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Miller, 
jthtt,  OakJey,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
^chardsou,  KuggW,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
uilh  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
uart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  'I'hompson,  Vose,  Wheaton, 
fj  hite,  Wilcox,  Winter,  and  Wright. 
MNais — Messrs.  .\Uton,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
^rnett,  Beall,  BiW,,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  CaJ- 
)|un,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
^indict,  l'o|iard,  Crawford,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
|k>*ha,  Du\>ll,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Find- 
-V,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Franklin,  Gholaon,  Glasgow, 
>odwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
asbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hum- 
revs,  Hyneman,  liigeraoll,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Ker- 
w,   Kiiboum,   King  of  North  Carolina,   LefferU, 


'  Lowndes.  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Montgomery.  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton.  Orms- 
by.  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper.  Pleasants,  John  Reed,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  RoberU.  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
said  first  amendment,  and  passed  in  the  aflirma- 
tire — yeas  86.  nays  57,  as  follows: 

Yiis — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Masaarhusctts,  Beall,  Ben- 
son, Bigelow,  Bowers,  Brad()ury,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham.  Burweil,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cheves,  Cilley, 
Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawtbrd,  C'ulpeper,  Daven- 
port, Ely,  Evans,  Farrow,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston. 
Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Goo<lwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Hyneman,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Lovett,  Ma- 
con, McCoy,  Montgomery,  .Moseley,  Nelson.  Oakley 
Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin. 
Potter,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich.  Rich- 
ardson, Ridgely,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Htvier,  Sheffey, 
Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Virginia.  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Vose.  Ward  of  New  Jersey.  Wheaton. 
White,  Wilcox,  Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nai6 — Messrs.  AUton,  Anderson.  Archer,  Avery. 
BarneU,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Chappell, 
Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Desha,  Duvall,  Eppcs,  Fmdley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Harris,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caroli- 
na, LefTerts,  Lowndes,  LyIe,  .McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  PleasanU,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee.  Ringgold.  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Telfair. 
Whitehill,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendments  were  then 
further  amended  :  when  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Hall,  further  toamend  the  said  amendraentji. 
by  striking  out  all  of  the  same,  except  the  clause 
which  limits  the  continuance  of  the  act  until  the 
end  of  the  war  and  for  one  year  thereafter. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  55,  nays  79,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alexander.  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall. 
Bowen.  Brown,  Burweil,  Caldwell.  Chappell,  Clopton. 
Conard.  Crawford.  Desha,  Earle  Evans,  Farrow,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Frankhn,  Gholson,  Goodwyn.  Griffin, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Ing- 
ham, Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kilbourn,  Lvle.  Macon. 
McCoy,  McKim,  .Moore.  Murfree.  Nelsori,  Newton. 
Ormsby,  Pickens.  Piper,  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
•f  Tennessee.  Ringgold.  Roane,  RoberU,  Sharp,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford,  Tannehill.  Telfair,  and 
WrighU 

^*** — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Baylies 
of  Massachusetts,  Bibb,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Brecken- 
ridge, Brigham,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chevea. 
Cilley.  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport. 
Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Gloninger,  Goldsbo'rough,  Gourdin,  Hale,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Hubbard.  Humphreys,  Hungerford. 
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Ingersoll,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes.  McKee.  Miller, 
Moseley,  Oakley.  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin.  Pleas- 
anta.  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ridgely, 
KoberUon,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sheffey, 
.Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart, Taylor,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Wjjdnesday,  July  14. 

Mr.  Trocp.  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affair.%  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "ma-  , 
king  an  appropriation  for  the  further  defence  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uuited  States,"  with- 
out amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Thoi  p,  from  the  same  committee,  report-  i 
ed  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  sundry  lots,  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  m  the  borough  of 
Pittsburg;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Saturday 
next. 

Mr.  Trocp,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  to  regulate  the  allowance  of  forage 
to  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  concurred  io  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  Scott,"  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  uf  this  House. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnait- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  laying  duties  on  li- 
censes to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise. 

After  the  adoption  of  .several  unimportant 
amendments,  Mr.  Bibb  moved  so  to  amend  the 
bill  a^to  include  in  the  tax  wholesale,  as  well  as 
retail,  dealers. — Agreed  to. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  took  up  the 
bill  laying  a  duty  on  bank  notes,  notes  of  hand, 
and  foreign  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descrip- 
tions. 

Mr.  Bibb  explained  the  grounds  on  which  he 
supported  this  measure  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Taylor,  after  some  explanatory  remarks, 
going  to  show  the  difficulty  of  collecting  a  rev- 
enue on  stamped  paper,  and  the  great  inconve- 
niences of  such  a  tax  on  the  people,  made  a  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  a  part  of  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  for  laying  a  tax  on  promissory  notes,  &c.,  so 
as  to  impose  a  duty  on  bank  notes  alone. 

Considerable  discussion  arose  on  this  motion, 
in  which  Messrs.  Taylor,  Wright,  and  Jack- 
son, supported  the  amendment ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb, 
Roberts.  Clay,  and  Seybert.  opposed  it.  The 
question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  34.  noes  G4. 

The  Speaker  (.Mr.  Clay)  then  moved  loaoaend 


the  bill,  so  as  to  confine  the  tax  on  note.s,  dec,  to 
those  negotiated  at  banks,  with  a  view  to  except 
from  stamp  duties  the  ordinary  country  transac- 
tions by  notes,  dec. ;  which  motion  Mr.  C.  su{}- 
ported  by  a  luminous  and  comprehensive  view 
of  the  expediency  and  policy  of  the  course  he 
proposed. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Jackson,  appro- 
batiog  the  preposition  of  Mr.  Clay,  but  suggest- 
ing a  variation  of  the  proposed  mode  of  collect- 
ing the  tax.  and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment 
from  Mr.  Wright,  the  question  was  taken  on 
Mr.  Clay's  motion,  and  carried  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through,  and  some 
further  amendments  made  thereto,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  as  amend- 
ed, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  remain* 
ing  tax  hills. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  having  gone 
through  the  first  bill  and  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee,  a  motion  was 
made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 


Thcr.sday  July  15. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  establish 
the  town  of  .Mobile  a  port  of  entry,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  agreement  of  that  committee 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties,"  with  an  amendment;  which,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  were 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''sup- 
plementary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the 
subject  of  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Saturday  next. 

The  following  order  was  moved  by  Mr,  Golds- 

BOBOCGH  : 

"  Ordered,  That  five  thou.sand  copies  be  printed 
of  the  resolution  passed  by  this  House  on  the 
first  day  of  .March  last,  requesting  certain  infor- 
mation from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
relative  to  the  French  decree  purporting  to  be  a 
repeal  of  the  B.  rlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  of 
the  commuQication  made  to  this  House  by  the 
President,  on  the  third  of  the  same  month,  ia 
consequence  of  that  resolution,  and  also  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  the  21st  of  June  last, 
requesting  further  information  OD  the  same  sub- 
ject." 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  :^aid  order,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  52.  nays  77. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House  to  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
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y,  exander  Scott'"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  MilFer,  Mos«- 
I   jramitlte  of  the  whole  House  to-day.  I  ley,    Oakley,    Pearson,    Pitkin,   Potter,   John    Reed, 

., An  engrcssed  bill  to  regulate  the  allowance  of  Ridgely.  Kobertson,  Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
t!  rage  to  officers  in  the  Array  of  the  United  |  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voi«,  White,  WiJcox, 
^  ates.  wa-  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  i  anJ  Wilson  of  Pennsyhania. 

A   inessace     from     the    Senate    informed    the  .      Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,   Anderson,  Ar- 


1  ouse  tha^the  Senate  have  passed  a  bilM'aa- i  <^»^".  B""^' ^""//V.^"''- ^ij^- J^^.^^";  8^°^ 
prizing    the   payment   for  wagons  and   teams  I  "•    t^aldwell,   Calhoun.    Chappell,    Cheves,  Clark. 


loramitteeof  Claims, 


kins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford, 


Ordered,  That  the  bill  laying  duties  on  bank  I  Hvncman,  Ingersoli,  Ingham.  Irwin,  Kennedy.  Kent 
)les,  and  An  notes  of  hand,  and  foreign  bills  of  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn.  King  of  North 
change,  of  certain  descriptions,  do  he  on  the  |  Carolina.  Lefferts,  Lowndes.  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy. 
ble.  I  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nel- 

.5  The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com-  son,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper.  Rea  of  Penn- 
Xi  ittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  i  syUania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Rich,  Richardson.  Rob- 
"  [Haking  an  appropriation  for  the  further  defence  i  eru,  Roane.  Sexier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
(^  the  portJi  and  harbors  of  the  United  States;"  '  Stanford.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor.  Telfair,  Troup, 
t^  id,  after  si)me  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  |  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WhitehiU,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 


h  ported    without    ameiidmeni,    read    the    third 
i;  ne,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

|at  the  Seaate  have  disagreed  to  the  amendment 

this  House  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill  "•  for 

•ie  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 

fjternal  duties." 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Kino,  of 
Massachusetts,  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the 
following  proviso  to  the  end  of  the  nrst  section  : 

•'  And  provided  further.  That  nothing  in  this  act 

contained  shall  prevent  the  owner,  master,  mate,  and 

mariners,  of  any  vessel  of  the    United   States,  of  not 

more    than   one   hundred  and  fiAy  tons  burden,  from 

selling  their  respective  proportions  of  the  return  cargo 

of   such    vessel,    in    the  original   cask.  case,  box,  or 

The  House   resumed   the  consideration  of  the  !  package,  wherein  the  same  rhall  have  b«'en  imported, 

II  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines.  1  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  never  been 

irituous  Itr^uors.  and  foreign  merchandise.  passed." 

A  motioa  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb  to  reconsider  '  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
Ij^e  vote  of  yesterday,  concurring  in  the  amend-  i  affirmative. 

■ut  to  insert  the  words  '-except  in  case  of  ped-        The  said  bill  was  then  further  amended  at  the 
As.'Mn  the  twenty-tifth  line  of  the  first  section.     Clerk's  table,  and  ordered   to  be  engro.ssed,  and 
*,  lid  the  (juestion   being  taken,  it  passed  in  the    read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
*  'JI">ative.  -p^g  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

The  question  was  then  again  taken  to  concur  amendments  reported  bv  the  Committee  of  the 
V^  tnejaid  amendment,  and  was  determined  in  i  whole  to  the  bill  laying  duties  on  bank  notes. 
t.|e  negative.  ,,     „,  and  on   notes  of  hand,  and  foreign   bills  of  ex- 

'  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  laYLOR  to  recon-    change,    of  certain    descriptions;   and    the  said 
JE!!!jI!  J^'.^„°L^:?'"'!!^„!°/'!f  T"^.,'"™"^  •  amendments  being  again  read  at  the  Clerk's  table, 


,  lendment  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  first  sec- 
lAn.     And  the  question   being   taken  it  was  de- 

fmined  in.  the  negative. 

[A  motion!  was  then   made  by  Mr.   Pitkin  fur- 
?r  to  ame^d  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  from 
first  seciion  the  following  words  : 

I'  That  eveVy  person  who  shall  deal  in  the  selling  of 
aAr  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  except  i>uch  as  are 
tjTthe  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  Uni- 
tjl  States,  and  except  such  aj  are  sold  in  the  original 
<^k,  case,  b^i,  or  packai?e,  wherein  the  same  shall 
hSve  been  imported,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  here- 
in iii  declerHj  to  be.  a  retail  dealer  in  merchandise 
>i^bin  the  iireaning  of  this  act." 

^And  the'question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
i  |tDed  in  the  negative — yeas  37.  nays  90,  as  fol- 
7s: 


were  severally  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  .Mr.  Ki.>g,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, further  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
the  following  proviso  to  the  end  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, to  wit : 

"  Provided  further,  That  where  any  bank,  by  ths 
existing  laws  of  any  State,  now  pays  a  tax  on  the 
capital  stock  or  dividend  of  such  bank  to  such  State, 
such  tax  shall  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the 
tax  imposed  by  this  act." 

And  the  «juestion  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

.Mr.  King  again  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  adding  the  following  proviso  to  the  end 
of  the  second  section,  to  wit : 


.  ,      _  -  ...  "■Provided,  That  where  any  bank. by  the  existing 

^j^*'  laws  of  any  State,  now  pays  a  tax   to  such  State  on 

^Ye*s — Mi;s.«rs.  Day  lies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson,  the  capital  stock  or  dividend  of  such  bank,  such  tax 
fladbury,  Breckenridge.  Brigham.  Caperton,  Cham-  '  shall  be  deducted  from  the  composition  allowed  by 
rfin,  Cilley.  Davenport,  Ely,  (Gaston,  Grosvenor,  ,  this  act ;  provided  it  does  not  exceed  one  per  cent,  on 
Ualty,  Jack&on  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  Y'ork.  |  the  amoant  of  the  annual  dividend  of  such  bank." 
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And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Tatloh,  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  from  the 
first  section  the  following  words: 

On  any  bond,  obligation,   or  promissory  note,  or 


question  that  the  same  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  90,  nays 
50,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  iMston.  Anderson, 
Archer.  Avery.  Bard.  Barnett,  Beail,  Bibb,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves, 


notes,  not  issued  hy  any  bank,  comp.-xnies,  or  bankers,  !  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condirt,  Conard,  Crawford, 
as  aforesaid,  discounted  bv  any  such  bank,  companies.  '  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Deaha, 
or  banker,  and  on  any  foreign  or  inland  bill  or  bills  of}  Duvall.  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Forney,  For- 
exchange,  above  fifty  dollars,  and  having  one  or  more  '  fyth,  Frantlin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn.  Gourdm, 


endorsers,  according  to  the  following  scale,  to  wit : 

If  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  five  cents. 

If  above  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  ten  cents. 

If  above  two  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  twenty-five  cents. 

If  above  five  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  fifty  cents. 


Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerford, Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefferts,  I^owndcs,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson.  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robert- 


If  above  one  thousand,  and  not  exceeding  one  thou-  I  "O".  Sevier,  Seybert,   Sharp,  Smith   of  Pennsylvania, 
sand  five  hundred  dollars,  seventy-five  cenU.  I  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill.  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 

If  above  one   thousand   five  hundred,  and  not  ex-  I  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey, 
ceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  one  dollar.  i       Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  ot  .Massachusetts,  Benson, 

If  above   two    thousand,  and    not   exceeding  three  \  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
thousand  dollars,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cenU.  Champion.  CiUey,  Culpeper,   Davenport,  Ely.  Fisk  of 

If  above   three   thousand,  and   not   exceeding   four  j  Vermont,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gloninger,  Goldsborough, 
thousand  dollars,  two  dollars. 

If  above  four  thousand,  and  not  exceeding  five  thou-  ' 
sand  dollars,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  i 

If  above  five  thousand,  and  not  exceeding  ten  thou-  ' 


Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  ot  New  York.  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  McKim,  Miller,  Moseley.  Oakley,  Parker,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin.  Potter.  John  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Slurges, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Wil- 
cox, Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
lime  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  House  was 
cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  Member.s,  Clerk, 
Sergeant-at-Arms.  and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  doors 
were  closed  ;  and  after  remaining  so  for  some 
time,  they  were  opened,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


sand  dollars,  five  dollars. 

If  above  ten  thousand,  and  not  exceeding  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  twenty-five  dollars. 

If  above  fifty  thousand,  and  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  fifty  dollars. 

If  above  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  one  hun- 
dred dollars." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative— yeas  40,  nays  90,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Benson,  Breckenridge,  But- 
ler, Brigham,  Caperton,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Davenport,  .  .,  T  I  1R 
Fiak  of  Vermont,  Gaston,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Jack- I  •  r  RtDAY.  JUiy  ID. 
•on  of  Rhode  laland.  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  j  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Kent  of  Maryland.  Lewis,  Macon,  McKim,  .Miller,  I  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  "  bill  for  the 
M»»eley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rich,  remission  of  certain  duties  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Smith  of  .New  York,  Sunford,  j  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts;"  also,  a  bill  "con- 
Strong,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  cerning  suits  and  costs  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
While,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright.     n>d  States  ;"  also,  a  bill   "  for  the  relief  of  Elisha 

Nats — Messrs.  .Meiander,  Alston,  .\nderson,  .\r-  '  J,  Winter;"  and  a  "resolution  respecting  a  day 
cher.  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Beall,  i  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer;"  in  whrch 
Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell.  Calhoun,  |  \i\\\s  and  resolution  they  desire  the  concurrence 
Champion,  (Chappell,  Cheves,  Clopton.  Conard,  Craw-  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  the  bill 
ford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  >.  (q  establish  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the 
Dawson,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  '  Revenue."  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they 
Farrow,  Findley.  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  j  j^^j^e  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
Glasgow,  Gloninger,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griflin,  j  ^n  entrro-ssed  bill  "  to  authorize  the  transpor- 
Grundy  Hall,  Hawes.  Hufty  Huneerford.  Hyneman  ,^,j^^  of 'certain  documents  free  of  postage"  was 
Ingersoll.  Irw.n  Kerr  Kershaw,  Kdbourn  King  of ,  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ,,^^  ^^^  ^,^^. 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  CarolmaLefferU,Lov-  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

.ett,  Lowndes,  Lvle,  McCoy.  McKee,  McLean,  Mont-      ,         .       r,*'      .     ,  „„,  ^j   ,    u.n  „ ,_  „„,i.;K;r 

gomery,  Moore. 'Murfree,  Nelson.  Newton.  Pickens,  ,  «hat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  b.l  to  prohibit 
Piper.  Pitkin.  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania.  Rhea  I  t..e  Use  of  licenses  or  passes  granted  by  the  au- 
of  Tennessee.  Richardson.  R.dgelv.  Roane,  RoberU,  '  thority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Kin^- 
Robertson.  Sevier,  Sevbert,  Sharp,"  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  which  they 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Slurges.  Telfair,  Troup,  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  • 
Whitehill.  Wilcox.  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  \  The  hill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Yancey.  I  Cuuunitiec  on  F'oreign  Relations. 

The  said  bill  was  further  amended,  and  on  the  1      Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Naval 
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i  .ftablishfoeat,  reported  a  bill  supplemeatary  to 
t  ie  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  encourage  the  de- 
ft ruction  uf  the  armed  vessels  of  war  of  the  ene- 
I  ly.''  passed  the  (bird  of  March,  1813  ;  which  was 
i  ad  twice,  and  comiuiited  to  a  Committee  of  the 
\  ;'iiole  lo-niorrow. 

aLeare  was  giveri  to  introduce  a  bill  to  author- 
^e  the  transportation  of  certain  documents  free 
»S  postage ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
(i^  be  ensrossed.  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 
^The  Hcuse  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
ij  im  the  Senate,  disasrreeins  to  the  amendment 

'  3  0 

0,'  this  House  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
t) ;  the  bill  '■  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
rf  i-tcl  taxes  and  internal  duties  ;"  whereupon,  the 
I  juse  receded  from  their  said  amendment. 
'  'OnUred,  That  Mr.  Tavlor,  Mr.  Richardson. 
at  J  Mr.  Ya.ncev,  be  appointed  of  the  Committee 
c4  Foreign  Relaiiuiis,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Jackso.n, 
<■>%  Virginia,  Nlr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
\^EB8rER,  who  are  absent  on  leave. 

\        PROPERTY  LOST  AT  DETROIT. 

^r.  Arl  HER.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims? 
)orted  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '"  authorizing 
payment  for  wagons  and  (earns,  captured  or 
stroyed  by  the  enemy  at  Detroit,"  with  amend- 
jnts  ;  which  were  read,  and,  with  the  bill,  com- 
<tled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow, 
je  report  is  as  follows  : 
That  it  app>ear8  from  the  document*  submitted  to 
^m,  that  ihf  property  taken  at  Detroit  by  the  enemy 
^isitited  pripcipaily  of  wagons  and  teams  hired  by 
tj,^'  deputy  qnarterinaster  to  the  amiy,  under  the  com- 
^•nd  of  (j»  rteral  Hull,  tor  the  purpose  of  transporting 
tr.'  army  and  the  necessary  baggage  of  that  army  to 
fi"  place  of  i^  destination.  By  the  estimation  of  the 
(J*  artermastej-,  the  private  property  taken  and  detained 
%t  iounted  in  value  to  the  sum  of  twenty-three  thous- 
%  J  dollars  and  nine  cents.  It  is,  however,  evident 
tt  lit  this  esstimatiori  j*  merely  conjectural,  becaune  up- 
>  irds  of  thirty  wagons  and  teams  which  had  been 
l^  -ed,  and  which  were  captured  or  destroyed,  were 
t'^  ver  apprai»ed  :  tho  owners  of  this  property  volun- 
l<  ily  entered  into  the  public  service,  for  an  equivalent 
iif  money.  Orders  for  the  impressment  of  wagons  and 
t»  inis  had  Ix^en  made  out,  but  were  never  issued  or 
OA^culed  in  consequence  of  the  owners  of  this  pro- 
Mrty  voluntarily  entering  it  for  hire  into  the  public 
MAvice.  It  \6  stated  by  the  quartermaster,  that  inti- 
i^'itions  were  given  by  him.  as  well  as  by  other  agents 
Ithe  Government,  to  the  proprietors  of  this  property, 
fit  in  the  event  of  itii  being  captured  by  the  enemy, 
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the  property  having  entered  it  voluntarily,  for  hire, 
into  the  public  service,  exonerates  the  Government 
from  the  claim  of  the  diiferent  individuals  to  remu- 
neration ! 

"  2d.  Whether  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  United 
States  to  remunerate  those  who«e  property  was  de- 
stroyed, contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitulation  signed 
at  Detroit  ? 

•'  With  regard  to  the  first  question,  your  committee 
have  only  to  observe,  that  they  cannot  distinguish  the 
case  of  the  present  claimantjt  from  that  of  an  individ- 
ual who  should  hire  any  species  of  property  to  another 
for  service,  in  a  hazardous  enterprise,  and  which  should 
be  lost  or  destroye*!,  without  the  fault  or  negligence  of 
the  individual  to  whom  the  property  was  hired.  Uoth 
parties  are  aware  of  the  danger  to  which  the  property 
will  be  exposed,  and  your  committee  would  presume 
that  in  such  a  case  responsibility  could  neither  legally 
nor  equitably  exist.  In  the  ca«e  before  us,  every  in- 
dividual must  be  8up(>08ed  to  know  the  danger  to 
which  bis  property  would  be  exposed.  The  nature  of 
the  enterprise  precludes  the  possibility  of  a  contrary 
supposition.  Indeed,  the  anxiety  which  the  owners 
of  this  proi>erty  evinced  to  know  what  would  be  the 
ultimate  determination  of  the  Government  in  the  event 
of  the  loss,  sanctions  the  existence  of  much  appre- 
hended danger  on  their  part.  Nor  di>es  it  appear  that 
the  expression  of  an  opinion  favorable  to  the  wishes 
of  the  claimants,  by  several  of  the  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, should  have  any  operation  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  justice  of  their  claims ;  because  these 
agents,  evidently  upon  such  a  subject,  could  give  no 
assurance  which  could,  in  justice,  be  binding  on  the 
Government.  If  these  individuals  had  entered  their 
property  into  the  pubhc  service  by  any  compulsory 
process  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  IJnited  States, 
the  committee  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  they  ought 
to  be  remunerated  to  the  extent  of  all  consequential 
]  losses.  But,  us  they  voluntarily  hired  their  property, 
it  cannot  be  discovered  that  their  case  diiTers  in  any 
I  one  particular  from  the  numerous  claM  of  contract* 
I  which  daily  take  place  in  society. 

I       "  In  regard  to  the  second  consideration,  it  does  not 

appear  that  the  claimants  are  more  entitled  to  the  fa- 

I  vorable  interposition  of  Cohgress.     This  property,  in- 

I  asmuch  as  it  belonged  to  private  citizens,  was,  by  the 

I  articles  of  capitulation,   to    be    respected.     It    would 

!  doubtless  be  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  claim  of 

i  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  remuneration  to  the 

i  full  amount  of  property   destroyed  by  its  agents  con- 

[  trary  to  the   articles  of  capitulation  solemnly  entered 

into.     Such  stipulations  should  ever  be  inviolably  ad- 

j  hered  to  by  the  contracting  parties.     And  the  nation, 

'  whoae  citizens  are  injured    by   such   a  violation,  has  a 

destroyed  jn  the  service,  they  would  be  reimbursed ;  ;  fair  claim  against  the  party  violating  them.     On  this 


\l  no  positiTe  engagements  to  that  effect  were  entered 
ii^o. 

■'  It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Colonel 
Imes  Finelley,  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  and  James 
Itylor,  acting  quartermaster  general  to  the  North- 
[stern  army,  did  protest  against  the  detention  of  all 
\i!'  property,  for  the  loss  of  which  this  bill  otTers  a  re- 
i^ineration,  inasmuch  as  it  was  private  property,  and 
ii«  der  the  articles  of  capitulation,  signed  at  Detroit,  on 
t^  16th  of  August,  1812,  was  to  be  respected. 
.,v' The  aforegoing  statement  of  facts,  as  they  are 
t;<pind  to  exist  in  this  case,  presents  two  questions  for 
Ijtc'  consideration  of  the  House. 
.^'*  lit.  How  far  the  circumstance  of  the  owners  of 


view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  that  the  bill  is  prema- 
ture, inasmuch  as,  from  the  present  relations  existing 
between  the  two  nations,  indemnification  could  not 
have  been  obtained  by  the  United  States.  Great  BriU 
ain  has,  in  the  present  instance,  violated  an  ejrpreaa 
obligation.  By  the  wanton  destruction  and  plunder 
of  private  property,  in  our  villages  on  the  seacoast, 
she  has  violated  an  implied  obligation.  The  obliga- 
tion in  the  latter  case  is  as  strong  as  in  the  former;  for 
she  is  cerUinly  impliedly  bound  to  adhere  to  the  mod© 
of  warfare  practised  by  all  civilized  nations,  as  much 
as  she  could  possibly  be  to  preserve  inviolate  the  pro- 
visions of  any  express  stipulation.  If  this  position  be 
correct,  and  the   present  bill  should  pass,  every  indi- 
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vidual  in  the  nation  who  had  sustained  injury  by  the 
wanton  plunder  and  destruction  of  private  property 
by  the  enemy,  would  have  an  equally  fair  claim  to  an 
ample  remuneration  for  all  losses  which  they  have 
sustained.  Such  an  indemnification,  granted  to  the 
full  extent,  would  exhaust  the  rcsounes  of  the  nation, 
in  a  war  protracted  to  any  considerable  length  of  time, 
against  a  nation  who  possesses  so  many  powerful 
means  of  annoyance.  The  magnitude  of  the  sum  thus 
to  be  granted  would,  in  itseIC  in  a  political  point  of 
view,  manifest  the  impolicy  of  the  grant.  Indeed,  it 
does  not  appear  to  your  committee  but  that  upon  the 
same  principle  the  I'nited  States  would  bo  bound  to 
indemnify  all  her  numerous  citizens  whose  property 
had  been  captured  under  the  unlawful  edicts  of  the 
European  Governments  ;  because  all  Governments  are 
under  a  moral  obligation  to  respect  the  law  of  nations. 
Yet,  it  is  presumed,  that  no  one  will  attempt  to  show 
the  responsibility  of  the  United  States  in  such  cases, 
until,  on  the  part  of  their  citizens,  they  had  obtained 
indemnification  from  the  Governments  thus  violating 
their  rights. 

"The  committee,  therefore,  according  to  the  best 
views  which  they  are  enabled  to  take  of  the  subject, 
cannot  forbear  expressing  the  opinion,  that  the  bill 
above  alluded  to  ought  not  to  pass." 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  laya  duty  on  imported  salt.  The  question 
recurred  on  concurrin<j  in  the  second  amendment 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  to  amend 
the  said  amendment,  by  in>erting  the  following 
sectioD.  to  come  in  as  the  third  section  of  the  bill : 

Sic  .3.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  no  bounty, 
drawback,  or  allowance,  shall  be  made,  under  the  au- 
thority of  this  act,  unless  it  shall  be  proved,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  ('ollector,  that  the  pickled  fish  or 
salted  provisions  for  which  the  bounty,  drawback,  or 
allowance,  shall  be  claimed,  was  wholly  cured  with 
foreign  salt,  and  on  which  a  duty  shall  have  been  se- 
cured or  paid. 

Mr.  John  Reed. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  have  troubled  this  House  with  any 
observations  at  this  time.  But,  sir,  I  consider  it 
my  duty  to  offer  some  plain  and  obvious  reasons 
Ml  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment;  and  also  to 
read  some  extracts  from  an  able  and  elaborate 
report  of  a  former  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
subject. 

The  amendment  now  under  consideration,  to 
the  bill  laying  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
on  imported  salt,  makes  an  allowance  to  vessels 
engaged  in  the  cod  fisheries  under  certain  limit- 
ations and  restrictions  as  therein  provided,  and 
also  allows  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of 
pickled  fish  and  salted  provisions.  The  allow- 
ance and  drawback  abovemeniioned  are  intended 
as  an  equivalent  to  the  duty  paid  on  the  salt  used 
ID  the  curing  and  preserving  fish  and  meat. 

I  would  state  to  this  House  that,  in  the  curing 
and  preserving  codfish,  greit  quantities  of  salt, 
especially  in  comparison  with  the  value  of  fish 
cured  and  preserved,  are  absolutely  requisite.  I 
believe  the  remark  equally  true  as  a  respects 
pickled  fish. 
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If  a  duly  oftwenly  cents  per  bushel  be  laid  on 
all  foreign  salt,  as  conlemfdated  by  the  bill  on 
your  table,  and  the  proposed  amendment  >hould 
not  prevail,  this  tax  would  be  oppressive  on  fish- 
ermen beyond  alt  precedent  or  endurance. 

Shall  I  be  permitted  to  state  some  cases  for 
the  consideration  of  this  House?  Suppose  a 
fishing  vessel  of  seventy  tons  burden  use  1,500 
bushels  of  salt  in  the  fishing  season;  a  duty  of 
twenty  cents  per  bushel  would  amount  to  three 
hundred  dollars.  If  all  the  profits  to  all  the  fish- 
ermen and  owners  of  such  vessel  as  I  have  de- 
scribed during  the  fishing  .reasons  and  markets 
would  amount  to  nine  hundred  dollars,  then,  by 
the  proposed  tax  of  three  hundred,  you  take  from 
their  pockets  33J  per  cent.,  or  one-third  part  of  all 
the  income  and  profirs  of  fishermen. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pickens)  has  several  times  addressed  this  House 
on  the  proposed  amendment.  That  gentleman 
observed  yesterday  that  the  salt  tax  would  bear 
very  hard  on  his  constituents.  He  stated  that  in 
the  district  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  salt  sold 
lor  about  two  dollars  per  bushel,  that  the  addition 
of  twenty  cents  would  be  a  severe  burden ;  at  the 
same  time,  that  gentleman  seems  much  opposed 
to  any  amendment  which  has  for  its  object  the 
relief  of  any  portion  of  the  community  from  the 
proposed  duty.  Other  gentlemen  have  advanced 
the  >ame  sentiments,  if  a  farmer  use  fifteen  or 
thirty  bushels  of  salt  he  must  pay  a  talt  to  this 
Government  of  three  dollars  or  six  dollars.  If  a 
fi>lierman,  possessed  of  the  same  value  of  property, 
and  having  the  same  income,  should  use  1.500  or 
3.000  bushels  of  ."alt,  of  course  he  would  pay  a 
lax  lo  this  Government  of  three  hundred  or  six 
hundred  dollars.  The  hypothetical  statements  I 
have  made,  1  believe  substantially  true.  I  will 
not  for  a  moment  believe  any  gentleman  in  this 
House,  while  he  complains  of  burdens  about  to 
be  laid  on  his  own  constituents,  almost  too  heavy 
to  be  borne,  will  consent  to  lay  burdens  one  hun- 
dred fold  heavier  on  any  portion  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  any  section  of  the  United  States. 

Again,  by  the  Constitution  we  have  no  power 
to  tax  the  exports  of  our  own  couul,^y;  and  by  a 
provision  in  the  bill  on  your  table,  conformable 
to  the  uniform  policy  of  the  country,  when  salt 
imported  is  again  exported,  a  drawback  is  allowed. 
ll  no  duty  can  be  laid  on  our  own  exjxjrts,  and  a 
drawback  of  duties  paid  be  allowed  ou  the  ex- 
portation of  foreign  merchandise,  I  am  unable  lo 
perceive  any  good  reason,  founded  either  in  just- 
ice or  the  fitness  of  things,  why  those  who  pay 
the  duties  on  salt  necessarily  used  in  preserving 
fish  and  meats  should  not  be  entitled  to  the  like  ad- 
vantages on  the  exportation  of  the  same,  as  they 
would  have  been,  if  the  salt  had  not  been  use- 
fully employed.  It  can  certainly  be  no  objection 
in  llie  mind  of  any  man  that  the  salt  is  incorpo- 
rated with  the  fish — a  production  of  this  country 
of  so  little  profit  to  the  fisherman  and  so  highly 
advantageous  to  the  United  States.  The  quan- 
tity of  salt  necessarily  used  can  be  easily  ascer- 
tained. I  do  not  believe  the  allowance  proposed 
adequate  to  the  duty  on  salt  which  mu»t  neces* 


4  ' 


In 


*ir 


I 


h 

.   i 

lit 


it* 

* 


4jbl 


'f 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


452 


teorR. 


The   f¥atf»  and  Means. 


JCLT,  1813. 


fcjrily  be  used.  It  certainly  ought  to  be  our  ob- 
t*ct  to  tax  erery  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
foiled  Slates  as  equally  as  possible.  It  is  my 
!<^lenin  and  deliberate  opinion  ihat  those  engaged 
jte  the  fisheries  now  pay  this  Government  more, 

J»  proportion  to  the  value  of  their  property,  than 
.  Jjy  oiher  class  of  citizens  in  the  United  States. 
'I'Ji^  P*y  various  taxes  not  known  to  those  not 
(.Igaged  in  navigation.  Tonnage  duly  alone,  and 
t»e  trouble  and  vexation  of  paying  it.  is  a  much 
Mavier  tax  ih;in  the  land  and  house  tax,  so  much 
CT»red  and  dreaded.  I  can  by  no  means  agree 
A^th  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
\iJio  stated  a  few  days  since  that  ship  owners 
<^  not  at  all  regard  the  tonnage  duty,  as  they 
<^rged  il  to  the  consumers.  To  fishermen,  at 
lv4aist.  It  is  a  tax.  It  takes  the  money  directly 
f,|)m  them,  and  places  it  in  your  treasury.  They 
|n  recover  nothing  of  the  tax  paid  from  the  con- 
Imers,  as  European  nations  are  the  consumers, 
jdiwe  ar«:  wholly  unable  to  regulate  or  control 
[eir  markets.  The  above  remark  is  equally 
le  and  applicabi(^  to  the  duty  paid  on  salt. 
[The  amendment  proposed  is  most  important  as 
affects  the  interests  of  the  nation.  You  can 
jlain  little  from  fishermen.  The  business  is 
poor;  il  will  not  afford  it.  They  are  now 
[stressed  more  than  any  other  class  of  citizens, 
issure  you  they  cannot  pay  into  your  Treasury 
[e  ihird  of  all  the  profits  of  their  voyages.  If. 
tterefore,  you  prosecute  the  notions  ol  some,  you 
iMay  destroy  the  fiiheries,  but  will  gain  very  lit- 
»•  revenue. 

*(  Shall  I  call  the  attention  of  this  House  to 
lAngland  and  France  as  examples  for  us  ?  Much 
n  those  nmlions  ni^ed  revenue,  they  have  not  re- 
fined 10  taxation  of  their  fisheries.  They  have 
\g{iiforraly  encouraged  their  fisheries.  They  have 
Uid  dutir-i  on  the  importation  of  foreign  fish,  or 
jirohibiied  them  altogether,  and  given  bounties 
p}  iheir  own  fishermen.  Shall  we  tax  our  fish- 
ijus,  and  to  so  great  an  amount?  I  trust  not. 
.^  The  fisheries  have  been  justly  considered  the 
^  urseries  of  seamen;  the  best  seamen  in  the 
',  rorld.  Without  fisheries  we  can  have  but  few 
Vjod  seamen,  unless  we  continue  to  employ  for- 
^giiers,  which  will  always  involve  us  in  war. 
<^ithout  seamen  we  can  have  no  commerce.  1 
^riainly  shall  not  attempt  to  prove  to  this  House 
*jie  intimate  and  necessary  connexion  between 
ijorumerce  and  agriculture  and  manufactures,  and 
iJvery  other  species  of  interest  in  the  country. 

ij  "The  1(188  of  seamen  unnoticed  would  be  followed 
if  other  losses  in  a  long  train.  If  we  have  no  sea- 
»jen  our  rhips  will  be  useless,  consequently  our  ship 
Jmber,  irctn,  and  hemp,  our  ship-builduig,  will  be  all 
«  an  end ,  ship-carpenters  go  over  to  other  nations; 

^Qf  young  men  ha>e  no  tall  to  the  sea;  our  produce, 

parried  in  foreign  Inittomf,  be  saddled  with  war  freight 

iinJ  insurance,  in  time  of  war." 

..    "  France,  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  balancing  the 

^Kjwer  of  England  on  the  water,  and,  therefore,  of  im- 

I'roYing  every  resource  for  raising  seamen,  and  seeing 

that  her  fit-hernien  could  not  maintain  their  comj)€ti- 

kioa  without  some  public  patronage,  adopted  the  ex- 


periment of  bounties  on  her   own  fiah,  and   duties  on 
that  of  foreign  nations  brought  into  her  markets. 

**  The  plan  of  the  English  Government  since  the 
peace,  has  been  to  prohibit  all  foreign  Ash  in  their 
markets,  and  they  have  given  from  eighteen  to  fifty 
pounds  sterling,  on  every  fishing  vefsel  complying 
with  certain  conditions.  This  policy  is  said  to  have 
been  so  far  successful  as  to  have  raised  the  number  of 
seamen  employed  in  that  business,  since  1786,  to  four- 
teen thousand,  and  the  quantity  of  fish  taken  to 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  quintals. 

"  A  view  of  the  cod  fishery  enables  us  to  mark  th« 
fact  that  it  is  too  poor  a  business  to  be   left  to   itself,, 
even  with  the  nation  most  advantageously  situated. 

"  The  cod  and  whale  fisheries  earned  on  by  different 
persons,  from  different  ports,  in  different  vessels,  in 
different  seas,  and  seeking  different  markets,  agree  in 
one  circumstance,  in  being  as  unprofitable  to  the  ad- 
venturer  as  important  to  the  public." 

"  On  the  whole,  the  historical  view  we  have  taken 
of  the  fisheries,  proves  they  arc  so  poor  in  themselves 
as  to  come  to  nothing  with  distant  nations  who  do 
not  support  them  with  their  treasury.  We  have  seen 
that  the  advantages  of  our  position  place  our  fishenes 
on  a  ground  somewhat  higher,  such  as  to  relieve  our 
treasury  from  the  necessity  of  giving  them  support, 
but  not  to  permit  it  to  draw  a  support  from  them,  nor 
to  dispense  the  Ciovernment  from  the  obligation  for 
effectuating  free  markets  for  them." 

In  every  view  in  which  I  have  been  able  to  ex- 
amine the  subject,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the 
proposed  amendment  ought  to  be  adopted.  I  do 
believe  it  comports  with  the  true  policy  of  the 
United  Stales  as  well  as  the  interest  of  those 
whom  it  is  intended  more  immediately  to  affect. 
If  we  look  back  to  the  comiiuncemenl  of  the 
law  laying  a  duty  on  salt  in  the  year  1790,  we 
shall  find  a  drawback  of  ten  cents  per  quintal 
was  also  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  dried  fish. 
A  drawback  was  also  allowed  on  the  barrel  on 
the  exportation  of  provisions  and  pickled  fish. 

The  law  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  dried  fi^li,  was  repealed  ia  the  year  1792, 
but  an  allowance  was  made  to  vessels  engaged  in 
the  cod  fishery  >imilar  to  the  allowance  proposed 
by  the  amendment  on  your  table.  This  allow- 
ance was  understood  and  expressed  to  be  in  lieu 
of  a  drawback  of  ihe  duly  paid  on  halt,  and  as  a 
commutation  and  equivaleut  therefor. 

In  the  year  1792  the  duly  on  salt  wjs  increased. 
The  allowances  and  drawbacks  were  proportion- 
ably  increased.  And  id  the  year  1797,  when  the 
duty  was  again  increased  to  twenty  cents,  as  now 
proposed,  the  allowance  and  drawback  were  again 
proporlionably  increased,  and  so  continued  until 
the  year  1807,  when  the  salt  tax  was  repealed. 

I  consider  it  improper  to  call  the  allowance 
proposed  by  the  amendment  a  bounty,  as  some 
geDilemen  are  disposed  (o  call  it.  It  is  do  bounty. 
Il  will  not  amount  to  the  duty  paid  by  the  fi:>her- 
men  on  salt. 

Nor  will  the  proposed  allowance  beoefil  the 
merchant  as  has  been  suggested  by  some  genlle- 
men  in  this  House.  In  a  fishing  voyage  all  are 
partners,  from  the  owner  of  the  vessel  and  master 
to  the  cook.  Each  person  on  br.ard  must  pay  a 
propurtiuD  of  the  duty  ou  the  sail  used,  and  will 
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receive  of  any  allowance  which  may  be  made  in 

proportion  to  the  fish  he  may  take.  This  may 
be  known  from  the  fishing  law  passed  this  ses- 
sion. I  confidently  trust  we  shall  not.  while  at 
war  professedly  for  sailor's  rights;  while  we  are 
contending  with  the  enemy  with  our  right  hand, 
de«troy  those  sailors  with  our  left  hand. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Macon's 
amendment,  it  parsed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
further  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  fol- 
lowing words,  from  the  eighth  to  the  eleventh 
lines,  inclusively  :  ''and  on  all  provisions  salted 
within  the  United  Slates,  (dried  fish  excepted.) 
and  exported  therefrom,  subsequent  to  the  said 
day,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  a  bounty  of 
twenty  cents  per  barrel." 

And  ibe  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  aflirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  un- 
til the  first  .Monday  in  November  next;  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  ii  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  51,  nays  85.  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs,  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
Bigelow,  Bowers,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, Ely,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gionin- 
ger,  Goldsborough,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of 
Khode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Lewia,  Lovett,  Macon,  Mosoley,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
^Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Rug- 
Igles,  8mith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
8tuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox.  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and 
Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnctt,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Chevcs,  Clark,  Clopion, 
Comstock,  Conard,  (.'reighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gholson,  fioodwyn,Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hynenian,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kerr.  Kershaw,  Kdbourn,  King  of 
Massachusetu,  King  of  North  Carohna,  Lefferts, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pleasants,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Ro- 
berts, Robertson,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylv- 
ania, Wood,  and  Yancey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  said  amendment 
was  further  amended  ;  when  the  question  was 
again  stated,  to  concur  in  the  said  amendment  as 
amended,  and  passed  in  the  afl5rraaiive. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  words,  "of 
twenty  cents  per  bushel,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to 
insert,  'thirty-three  and  one-third  percent,  ad 
valorem." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  m  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pickens  further  to 
ameod  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the  words, 


"with  respect  to  drawbacks,"  in  the  ninth  line  of   ^ 
the  first  section,  and  to  insert,  after  the  word 

"States."  in  theeleventh  line  of  the  same  sec- 
tion, the  worrfs,  'PTovided,  That  drawback  shall 
in  no  case  be  allowed." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Yancey  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  words  '"twenty  cents," 
in  ihe  third  line  of  the  first  section,  the  duty  pro- 
posed to  be  laid  on  a  bushel  of  salt,  and,  in  Ilea 
thereof,  to  insert  "ten  cents." 

The  motion  being  modified,  by  the  mover,  to 
read  twelve  and  a  half  cent.",  the  question  was 
taken  to  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  and  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  69,  nays  70,  a« 
follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
Bigelow,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Ca- 
perton, Champion,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely, 
Evans,  Farrow,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gloninger,  Golds- 
borough,  Goodwyn,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kenne- 
dy, Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Macon,  McCoy,  Miller,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
Rea,  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ruggles, 
Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Siurges,  Taggart,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  While, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Maine,  Winter,  Wnght,  and 
Young. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Caldwell,  Chap}>cll,  Cbeves,  Clark,  CloptOB, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  CreightOB, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Gholson,  Gourdin, 
(iriffin,  Grundy,  Harris,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hub- 
bard, Humphreys,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Kil- 
boum,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carohna, 
Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pleasants, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robert- 
son, Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Whitehill,  WUaon 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wood. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Whioht  to 
strike  out  the  aforesaid  words  "  twenty  cents." 
and  insert  "fourteen  cents." 

And  ihe  question  l»eing  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  55,  nays  74.  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiAB — .Messrs.  Benson,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Dav- 
enport, Evans,  Farrow,  Forney,  Frankhn,  Gaston, 
Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Has- 
brouck, Hawes,  Hungerford,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Lewis,  Lovett,  .Macon,  McCoy,  Miller,  Moore, 
Moseley,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pit- 
kin, Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Richardson, 
Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  cf  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Vose,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery.  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappel,  Cheves,  Clark,  Cloptoo, 
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(4ni«tock,    Condict,    Contrd,    Crawford,    Creighton, 
I^vitf  of  Pennsylvania,    Desha,  DuTall,  Earle,  Eppei, 

dley,  Fii.k  of  Vermont,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 

icdy.  Hall.  Hanson,  Harris,  Ho{)kin.<  of  Kentucky, 
It^bbard,  Humphnys,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
l^'^lKurn,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Caro- 
1|&4». Lefferts.  Lowndes,  Ly le,  Mr Ker,  McKim,  McLean, 

n<gomery,  Newton,  Ormsby.  Parker,  Pickering, 
I'^afcanU,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Rob- 
eA,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sM/ania,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup, 
"WJiitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wood. 

riie  tiilf  of  the  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  read 
bill  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting 

ounty  OD  pickled  fi»h,  and  allowances  to  cer- 
t^  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries;"  and  then 
T  bill  wa-;  ordered  t( 
tl  *fd  time  lo-morrow. 


tW  bill  wa-;  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 


,ii  engr-jssed  bill  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
liiers  of  wines,  rpirituous  liqaors,  and  foreign 
|rchaDdis.e,  was  read  the  third  time. 

^  \tid,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it 
l^  sed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  84,  nays  46,  as 
fcJows: 

^  ji'tiR — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
eytAvery,  Hard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown, 
If'rweli,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark, 
t  indict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Penn- 
s|jSania,  Desha.  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Find-  j 
ItK.  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  ! 
(Wffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
ijljpkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gjjford,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kent 
oJl^(faryland,Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
(jlrolina,  I.efferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .Macon,  McCoy, 
>wKee,  Mclvm,  McLean.  .Montgomery,  Moore,  Nel- 
8(|J.  Newton. Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper.  Pleaa- 
a^,  Kea  oi  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennetaee,  Rich, 
lijjggold,  Kcane,  Roberts,  RoberUon.  Sharp,  Smith 
o^PrHnsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
AJ>»ard  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
\<Jrtcey. 

.Jpi  Kja — Mrssrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
l&elow,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham.  Caperton, 
(Jampion,  Cheves.  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely, 
(fiston.  Gloninger,  Goldslmrough.  Grosvenor,  Hanson, 
l^fty.  Jackv)n  of  Rhode  Island.  Kent  of  New  York, 
I^^g  of  Massachusetts,  Lewu,  Lovett,  Miller,  Oakley, 
iHirMn,  Picjkering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Reed,  Ruggles, 
^dL-rwood.  Shipherd.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
J-irgw,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaion,  White, 

wicox,  Wilson  of  Massachusett&,  and  Winter. 

^An  engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
l,Jiiks,  bankers,  and  certiin  companies,  on  notes. 
l.^ds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bank- 
e./^,  and  certain  companies,  and  on  bills  of  ex- 
c^nge  of  certain  descriptions,  was  read  the  third 
i^ie:  When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  or- 
i/|'ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

'he  House  then  went  into  secret  session,  and 
[remained  until  adjourned. 


t     Saturday,  July  17. 
In  motJqn  of  Mr.  Nelso.n,  the  petition  of  the 
(siicers  and;crew  oi"  the  United  Slates'  late  brig 
lien  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts. 
Eesolved,  That  the  Naval  Committee  be  fur- 
ther instructed  to  inquire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what, 
alterations  it  would  beexpedient  to  make  relative 
to  ftr'es  charged  m  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  in  the 
trial  of  libels  on  prize  goods;  and  that  they  have 
power  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "'for  the  remission 
of  certain  duties  to  the  Pennsylvania  Academy 
of  the  Fine  Arts."  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "concerning  suits  and 
costs  in  courts  of  the  United  State>."  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Cheveb, 
Mr.  Oakley.  Mr.  Ingersoll,  and  Mr.  Pickenb. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''for  the  relief  of 
Elisha  J.  W^inter,"  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
j  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

'      The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  "  respecting  a 

I  day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer."  was  read 

j  twice  and  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

I      The  amendment  profMJsed  by  the  Senate  to  the 

bill  '"to  establish   the  office  of  Commissioner  of 

the   Revenue."  was   read,  and    commuted   to  a 

Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  lay- 
ing duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise,  and 
of  ships  and  vessels  ;"  also,  the  bill  ''laying  duties 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors;"  also, 
the  bill  ••  laying  duties  on  sugars  refined  within 
the  United  States;"  also,  the  bill  "laying  duties 
on  carriages  I'or  the  conveyance  of  persons,"  with 
amendments  to  each;  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  TO  PRIVATEERS. 

Mr.  Nelson  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions for  consideration  : 

1.  liuolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  afford- 
ing encouragement  to  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  to  cruise  against  the  ships  and  vessels 
of  the  enemy,  by  diminishing  the  duties  on  prizes  and 
prize  goods  captured  by  them  ;  and  that  they  bav» 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  .Naval  Committee  be  instruct- 
tcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  encouraging  the 
private  armed  ships  of  tbe  United  States  to  capture 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  enemy,  by 
holding  out  the  offer  of  a  bounty  for  all  such  captives. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb  to  amend  the 
first  resnlulion,  by  striking  out  the  words  •*  by 
diminishing  the  duties  on  prizes  and  prize  goods, 
captured  by  them,  or  by  permitting  them  to  bring 
into  port,  free  from  duty,  all  prizes  and  prize 
goods."  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ingham  to 
amend  the  first  resolution,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  or  by  permitting  them  to  bring  into  port, 
free  from  duty,  all  prizes  and  prize  goods."  And 
the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative. 

A  divibion  of  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said 
resolutions   was  called  for :    Upon   which,    tbe 
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question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution,  as 
amended  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  86, 
nays  51,  a*--  follow* : 

Ykab — Messrs.  Alston.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Daw- 
•on,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Forney,  Gholson,  Glasgow.  Gloninger, Good- 
wyn, Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck, Hawes,  Hopkhns  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard. 
Humphreys,  Hungerlord,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
ham, Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Leflerts.  Lyle,  .Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim, .McLean,  .Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rca  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Roane,  Roberta,  Ro- 
bertson, Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong.  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fair, Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
Bigelow,  Bowers,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Caperton,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Clark,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Ely,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Gros- 
▼enor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  .McKee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed.  Ridgely, 
Ruggles,  Shefley.  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Sturges,  J'aggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton, 
While,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  by 
tbe  House. 

THE   WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

An  engrossed  bill  laying  a  duty  on  imported 
salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish,  and  allow- 
ances to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries, 
was  read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  was 
stated.  Sh.nll  this  bill  pass?  When  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Murfree  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  December  next.  And 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  87,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Benson, 
Bigelow,  Bowers,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge.  Brigham, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cul- 
peper, Davenport,  Ely,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hun- 
gerlord, Jackson  ot  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Lewis,  Lovett,  .Macon,  .Mil- 
ler, Moore,  .Moseley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pickens.  Pitkin,  Potter,  Richardson,  Ridgely, 
Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  W4iite, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  Winter,  >^right, 
and  Yancey. 

Nais — .Messrs.  Alston,  .\nderBon,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford.  Creighton,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Dawson,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Gholson, 
Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
irwiQ,  Kennedy,  Kershaw.  Kilbourn,  King  of  Massa- 


chusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferta,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Nelson.  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Se- 
vier. Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tanne- 
hill, Taylor,  Telfair,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehiil, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  question  was  then  put  that  the  said  bill  do 
pas5. 

Mr.  Han30N  rose. — He  said,  as  from  appear- 
ances, the  bill  was  about  to  pass  sub  silentio,  he 
would  oQer  no  apology  for  claiming  the  attention 
of  the  House  for  a  few  minutes  upon  a  question 
so  important.  But,  in  submitting  a  few  plain 
and  obvious  suggestions,  he  by  no  means  intended 
to  go  into  a  general  investigation  and  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  the  system  of  revenue  devised 
by  the  Committee  of  Finance  ;  he  would  not  fol- 
low the  puerile  example  of  aiming  at  a  display 
of  deep  research,  nor  consume  hours  in  exhibit- 
ing the  demerits  of  the  still  more  important  sys- 
tem it  was  the  province  of  the  committee  to  pro- 
vide for.  Reserving  himself  for  an  approaching 
and  more  proper  occasion,  he  should  avoid  the 
introduction  of  topics  involving  a  discussion  of 
our  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  H.  said  his  present  purpose  was.  briefly,  to 
expose,  and,  if  to  be  efiecied  by  any  efl"orts  irom 
a  quarter  so  obnoxious  to  defeat,  what  he  deemed 
an  undignified  attempt  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  practise  a  gross  deception  upon  the 
public  creditors,  and  to  decoy  the  moneyed  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  He  said,  until  the  wonder- 
ful year  1813,  when  it  would  seem,  in  this  hem- 
isphere, at  least,  advances  had  been  made  with 
such  inconceivable  celerity  towards  a  state  of  in- 
finite human  perfectibility — he  would  venture 
to  say,  that  a  like  anomaly  in  finance,  a  similar 
departure  from  the  principles  of  political  econ- 
omy was  never  before  beard  of,  as  a  sys^tem  of 
revenue,  to  go  into  operation  in  fiUuro,  and  lim- 
ited to  a  short  period  after  the  war,  under  the  ex- 
isting peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country. 
What  were  those  circumstances  ?  War  had  been 
engaged  in  with  a  powerful  enemy,  possessing 
all  the  means,  and,  if  the  speculations  of  its  au- 
thors were  correct,  driven  on  by  considerations 
of  interest  and  national  policy  to  inflict  upon  this 
country  every  injury  which  those  means  placed 
within  her  power.  The  preparations  made,  and 
means  devised  to  conduct  the  war  to  an  honora- 
ble and  successful  issue,  had  been  hitherto  wholly 
inadequate.  Cut  off"  froto  the  accustomed  source 
of  pecuniary  supply  by  the  selection  of  the  ene- 
my made  by  the  Administration;  our  commercial 
revenue  being  dried  up  by  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  the  only  remaining  reliances  for  the  ways 
and  means  were  loans  and  internal  taxation.  The 
former  reliance  depended  upon  the  latter;  money 
could  not  be  borrowed  without  creating,  in  good 
faith,  a  solid,  sufficient  public  fund,  equal  to  tbe 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  looking  to  the  grad- 
ual extinction  of  the  amount  to  be  borrowed; 
the  expenses  to  be  incurred,  and  tbe  public  debt 
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ta  be  creaked.  The  inquiry  then  was,  whether 
tje  system  submitted  by  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
|5;iice  was  calculated  to  maintain  the  public  faith 
>i)d  credit.  It  was  worthy  of  serious  considera- 
tJ^)D,  that  the  very  revenue  arising  from  our  coni- 
icrce.  which  was  now  reduced  to  a  mere  name, 
bd  been  already  thrice  pledged,  and  that  these 
;ry  pledges  had  been  rendered  valueless  by  mak- 
the  T.easury  bills  (for  the  redemption  of 
fhrch  the  ^ame  fund  was  again  pledged)  receiv- 1 
Me  for  the  custojns.  The  ei?ht  million  cora- 
[ercial  fuod,  staked  for  the  extinguishment  of 
[e  old  public  debt,  had  also  been  pledged  fdr  the 
imbursenient  of  the  eleven  million  loan,  the 
|<ieen  million  loan,  and,  lastly,  for  the  redemp- 
l)n  of  the  Treasury  bills.  These  Treasury  bills 
h,id  no  intirinsic  value  ;  the  currency  they  gained 
IS  owing  to  an  artificial  value  imparted  to  them 
[he  tui>d  pledged  for  their  redemption,  which  ' 
[nd  no  lofiger  exi-sled.  being  destroyed  together 
iith  our  commerce.  Of  course  the  fund  created  ' 
|d  pledged  for  the  old  debt,  the  loan  of  eleven  \ 
[iliions,  the  loan  of  sixteen  millions,  and  for  the 
h"raption:of  the  Tieasury  bills,  consisted  only 
ol  those  bijls.  Tlius  was  the  public  faith  vio- 
li  ed.  and  so  might  the  credit  of  the  Government 
H  reduced:  if  not  as  low  as  it  was  during  the 
\^  ir  of  the  iRevoluiion.  at  least  to  a  point  of  the 
n  Jst  alarming  depression. 

It  was  to  be  recollected,  also,  that  the  two  loans 
i  ready  negotiated  were  in  anticipation  of  this 
t^  stem  of  raxes,  which  was  expected  to  give  to 
(government  the  credit  necessary  to  enable  and 
e;  ititle  it  to  ^o  into  the  market  upon  advantageous 
h  Irms.  Future  and  necessary  loans  were  to  be 
u  gotiateti  upon  the  faith  of  the  system  under 
d  scussioQ.  This  system,  instead  of  giving  the 
C  overnment  credir.  was  calculated  to  destroy  its 
c,  edit.  Postponing  the  period  for  the  system  to 
g  >  into  0{)v>ration  to  a  distant  day,  Mr.  H.  con- 
(  dered  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the  system. 
ji  v;ould  not  fail  to  be  regarded,  that  the  period 
f)  «d  for  the  tax  laws  to  go  into  operation,  was 
3  i  remote  as  to  admit  of  their  repeal  at  the  Win- 
\'  r  session,  at  which  time  they  could  just  as  well 
i  •  enacted.  Nor  would  the  public  creditors  close 
£  ehr  eyes  to  the  important  fact  of  their  limita- 
V  jn  to  a  period  when  the  sy>tem  would  be  most 
t;  'inted.  and  when  the  public  debt,  produced  by 
t  e  war.  would  have  accumulated  to  its  highest 
)  Qount.  Then  it  was  that  the  fund  securing  the 
y  jblic  creditors,  awd  supporting  the  credit  of  the 
'  overnrceot.  was  to  be  taken  away  when  most 
I  quired.  These  public  creditors,  and  the  mon- 
ed  men  of  the  country  generally,  unless  as 
ind  as  moles,  as  stubborn  and  stupid  as  mules, 
ould  con.-ider  the  faith  of  Administration  vio- 
ted,  and  the  public  credit  gone.  An  individual 
ight  as  well  attempt  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money 
r  twenty  years  by  offering  security  for  two 
^^ars.  and  leavin«  the  lender  to  take  his  chance 

,4,  w» 

i^r  ihe  residue  of  the  time,  as  for  Government  to 
pect  to  raise  money  to  carry  on  this  war  upon 
e  faith  oi  a  system  of  revenue  to  expire  a  year 
tcr  the  war.  and  perhaps  never  to  go  into  oper- 
ion. 


What  IS  the  course  of  reasoning,  which,  even 
men  of  ordinary  minds — of  the  most  obtuse,  dull 
apprehension — (and   we  all  know,  said  Mr.  H., 
that  speculators  in  the  funds  are  not  of  that  class 
of  men   who  are  deficient  in  acuteness)  would 
naturally  and  at  once  adopt  ?     They  would  see 
through  the  tenuous  veil  which  covered   the  de- 
'  ceplion  as  quickly  as  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun 
I  pierce  and  dispel  the  morning  mist.     They  would 
j  come  at  once  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Govern- 
ment security,  which  they  considered  as  solemnly 
pledged  when   ihey  contracted   for  the  loan,  was 
now  as  solemnly  withheld.     Having  invested  a 
considerable  amount  of  money  in  the  stocks,  and 
,  being  deeply  interested  in  keeping  up  the  price, 
I  they  mi^ht  ruanceuvre  to  answer  that  object ;  but, 
I  as  certainly  as  the  effect  followed  the  cause,  they 
would  go  secretly  into  the  market  and  sell  out. 
i  This  operation  could  not  be  concealed — although 
a  few  shrewd,  active  men.  might  escape  from  the 
'  wreck — and.  being  discovered,  a  rapid  deprecia- 
\  tion  would  follow,  and  the  funds  would  ultimately 
be  reduced  to  the  grade  of  the  old  Continental 
;  currency.     To  Mr.  H.'s  mind  it  was  clear  that 
I  the  passage  of  the  bills,  id  their  present  form,  would 
be  destructive  of  the  public  credit.     The  public 
creditors  would  quickly  discover  their  disappoiat- 
I  ment  and  alarm. 

In  all  other  matters,  by  a  sort  of  political  amhi- 
dextrousness.  said  Mr.  H.,  you  may  hoodwink. 
,  deceive,  and  control  the  people;  yuu  may  guide 
'  the  popular  sentiment  and  feeling;   but  in  affairs 
of  money  they  will  think  and  act  for  themselves. 
Here,  said  he,  party   prejudice  and  passion  fail 
I  you;  for  we  have  had  abundant  proof,  since  this 
I  disastrous  war  commenced,  (hat  there  is,  with  a 
I  certain  description  of  thorough-going  patriots,  oo 
i  perceptible  connexion    between  their  patriotism 
)  and  their  pockets.    Indeed,  in  those  sections  of  our 
country  most  clamorous  for  war,  there  was  very  lit- 
I  tie,  if  any  anything,  worth  naming,  contributed  to 
1  carry  it  on.    The  very  States  that  were  responsi- 
!  ble  for  the  measure  ;  that  were  open-mouthed  for 
!  the  declaration  of  war ;  who  pledged  "  their  lives 
^a\l  fortunes  and  their  sacred  honor"  in  its  support^ 
'  over  and  over  again,  until  it  became  as  a  tale  thrice 
j  told  ; — these  same  lije-and-fortune  States  deserted 
the  Government  in  the  hour  of  its  utmost  need. 
I  Empty  professions  and  vain  boastings  constituted 
I  the  sum  and  stuck  of  their  amor  patrite.  because 
!  you  no  longer  relied  upon  a[)peals  to  their  angry 
1  passions  and  political  prejudices,  but  resorted  to 
diafts  upon  their  pockets.     This  was  all  very  nat- 
ural, and  in  precise  conformity  with   the  history 
and  nature  of  all  Governments  where  the  people 
are  the  supreme  power.     It  partook  of  the  selfish- 
ness and  sordid  qualities  which  belong  to  the  com- 
position of  man.     How  then,  Mr.  H.  asked,  would 
this  sordid,  selfish  animal,  man,  in  the  character  of 
a  public  creditor,  a  loan  contractor,  or  a  speculator 
in  the  funds,  reason  upon  this  subject?     Deter- 
mined to  take  care  of  himself,  and  to  waich  and 
guard  his  interest,  at  least  as  tenderly  as  the  Ad  min- 
istration seemed  resolved  to  nurse  its  popularity, 
even  though  atthe  costof  the  faith  and  creditof  the 
Government,  the  loan  contractor,  with  an  eagle'* 


eye,  would  scrutinize  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment— would  open  or  close  his  hand  as  it  secured 
or  shrunk  from  the  responsibility  of  enacting  the 
odious  laws  necessary  to  secure  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  took  it  that  these  creditors  and 
the  moneyed  men  would  reason  pretty  much  in 
this  way  :  A  distant  day  was  fixed  for  this  obnox- 
ious system  to  take  effect,  that  the  Administra- 
tion might  be  enabled  to  take  the  chance  of  events  ; 
and  if,  after  feeling  the  public  pulse  by  the  mere 
passage  of  the  tax  bills  in  their  present  inopera- 
tive form,  it  should  be  found  the  people  would  not 
bear  this  depletive  system  of  taxation,  why  then 
the  tax  laws  might  or  might  not  be  repealed  be- 
fore they  took  effect,  according  to  the  happening 
of  events.     What  were  the  events  which  should 
resolve  them  upon  the  course  of  turning  the  de- 
luded creditors  adrift  to  make  the  best  of  a  bad 
bargain,  and  to  find  their  way  as  well  as  they 
could  out  of  their  difficulties?     They  were  sim- 
ply and  solely  these:  the  restoration  of  France  to 
her  lost  power  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  or  the 
complete  and  final  overthrow  of  the  tyrant.     The 
consequent  failure  or  refusal  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  England,  or  the  negotiation  of  such 
a  treaty,  in  good  faith,  from  hard  necessity,  by 
our  Government.      Mr.  H.  had  not  a  doubt,  if  Bo- 
naparte recovered  from  the  blow  he  had  received 
in  Russia,  and  regained  his  foothold  in  the  subju- 
gated  States  that  were    struggling  to  throw  off 
the  yoke,  that  then  there  would  be  no  treaty,  and 
rice  verita.     But.  he  saiJ.  be  these  events,  which 
were  in  the  womb  of  time,  as  they  miglit,  the  char- 
acter of  Administration,  the  faith  and  credit  of 
Government,  were  gone,  if  an  eflScient,  perma- 
nent, solid  system  of  revenue,  was  not  established, 
meeting  the  expectation  of  the  public  creditors, 
and  redeeming  the  pledge  given  by  Government, 
at  the  time  a  system  of  internal  revenue  was  first 
recommended  and  reported  to  Congress, 

Mr.  H.  added,  he  had  no  question  that  the  scheme 
of  revenue  as  digested,  methodized,  altered,  and 
submitted  to  the  House,  with  the  two  reservations 
of  ])Osiponemeiit  and  limitation,  was  the  result  of 
a  compromise;  that  a  majority  could  not  be  car- 
ried along  to  support  it,  hut  for  the  modification 
embracing  these  reservations;  and  that  a  major- 
ity could  not  have  been  induced  to  vote  for  the 
taxes,  but  upon  the  express  condition  and  expecta- 
tion that  they  would  never  take  effect ;  or,  if  it  was 
inexpedient  to  strangle  the  system  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  that  it  should  cease  with  the 
w«r. 

[The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  rose  and  said,  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  would  name  the  members  of  the 
majority  alluded  to. J 

Mr.  H.said  he  adverted  to  circumstances  within 
the  knowledge  of  every  gentleman  in  the  House. 

The  circumstances  that  had  parsed  in  review 
before  the  House,  the  appearances  exhibited*, and 

•  Alluding;  to  the  caucus  which  was  held  at  the  Cap- 
itol, which  was  understood  to  harp  resulted  in  nothini; 
At  that  time,  as  there  was  much  dissention  and  wrang- 
ling, and  the  caucus  was  dissolved  in  great  confusion. — 
Ao/c  by  Mr.  Hansun. 


the  early  opposition  made  by  son^j  of  the  major- 
ity to  the  taxes,  who  with  difficulty  were  recon- 
ciled to  them,  left  no  doubt  upon  his  mind  that 
their  support  must  be  the  result  of  a  compromise 
upon  the  basis  of  a  modification,  such  as  he  bad 
mentioned. 

A  few  words,  said  Mr.  H.,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  popularity  of  the  war:     They  who  at  the  last 
session  vociferated  the  popularity  of  the  war,  and 
boasted  in  Stentorian  tones  of  the  general  deter- 
mination of  the  people  to  prosecute  it  with  vigor, 
and  avenge  the  blood  already  spilt  upon  our  fron- 
tier, well  knew  the  sentiment  of  the  people  ran  ia 
an  opposite  current.     When  he  spoke  of  the  peo- 
ple, he  meant  the  sound,  substantial,  native  popu- 
lation of  the  country,  and  not  the  dregs  and  fecu- 
lence of  forei:Tn  States,  vomited  upon  our  shores 
by  the  convulsions  in  the  old  countries.     If  he 
was  mistaken  in  his  computation,  how  happened 
It  that  the  last  Congress,  which  declared  the  war, 
and  whose  especial,  bounden  duty  it  was  to  supply 
the  means  of  carrying  it  on,  studiously  shunned 
an  appeal  to  that  unerring  test — ihat  touchstone 
of  sincerity  and  patriotism — the  jKw/re/?     If  the 
war  was  so  popular;  if  the  people  preferred  war 
to  peace  ;  the  necessary  measures  growing  out  of 
a  state  of  war  would   have  been   popular,  or  at 
least  they  would  have  been  submitted  to;  and  a 
resort  to  them  being  unavoidable,  would  not  have 
endangered  a  loss  of  power.     But,  no;  the  pulse 
of  the  people  had  been  felt ;  the  public  feeling  and 
spirit   had   been    tested    in  another  and   indirect 
way  ;  the  loan  books  were  opened  with  a  strong 
appeal  to  the  liberality,  the  munificence,  and  pa- 
triotism of  the  country.     It  turned  out  that  the 
combatant   States   abandoned   the   Government, 
and  would  furnish  none  of  the  sinews  of  war. 
Scarcely  one  man  in  a  hundred  thousand  assisted 
to  fill  up  the  loan.     It  was  fair  and  natural  to  con- 
clude, that  those  who  would  not  volunteer  their 
aid  to  the  Government,  would  ill  brook  compul- 
sion ;  that  those  who  had  nothing  to  lend,  would 
not  bear  exaction  ;  that  those  who  had  nothing 
to  put  out  on  interest  in  the  funds,  would  have 
still  less  to  satisfy  the  tax-gatherer.     The  go-by 
was  therefore  given  to  the  taxes,  for  the  want  of 
time  to  pass  the  bills  ;  and  hence  this  extra  session 
of  Congress,  called  at  an    inconvenient,  oppres- 
sive season,  to  do  what  the  last  Congress  shrunk 
from  performing  in  the  hour  of  trial.     Let,  then, 
this  Congress  supply  the  omissions  of  their  pred- 
ecessors; but.  in   undertaking  to  do  so,  let  them 
be  astute  to  avoid  falling  into  greater  errors,  by 
attempting  to  practice  upon  the  presumed  igno- 
rance and  stupidity  of  a  class  of  citizens  as  well 
qualified  to  avoid  a  gull-trap,  as  the  wily  author 
of  the  system. 

From  principle  and  the  best  convictions  of  the 
understanding.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  opposed  to 
the  whole  system,  as  well  on  accounrof  its  de- 
fects and  deformities,  as  on  the  ground  of  their 
being  supply  bilK  to  carry  on  the  war ;  but,  he 
would  not  then  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  gen- 
eral policy  of  the  war,  the  mode  of  conducting  it, 
and  the  fearful  consequences  to  which  il  might 
lead. 
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The  biii  wy  ibt-n  parsed — yeas  90,  nays  55,  as 
>  illows: 

\    YiA§— ^Messrs.  AJslon,    Anderson,  Archer,  ATery, 

CarJ,  Barnett,  Beallj  Bibb,  Bowen,  Browu,  Caldwell, 

JVilfioun,  t 'liappell,  Cheves,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 

^Lndict,  f'oiiarJ.  CrawforiJ,  Creighton,  D^risof  Penn- 

4  ^T  a,  Davv4on,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans, 

arrow,  Fifdiey,  Fmk  oi  Vermont,  Forney,  Forsyth, 

lolson,  (ilftsg<'w,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Gritfin,  Grun- 

,  Hall,  H  \rris,  Hgsbrouck,  Hall,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 

;ky,  Huhbard,  HuDtphreys,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 

)#cn,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Kin( 

iij  North  Carolina,  Leffcrts,   Lowndes,   Lyie,   McKee, 

IjKim,  MrLean.  Montgomery,  Murfree,  Nelson,  New- 

I,  Ormshy,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper.  Pleasants,  John 

\Kt\,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 

Inggold,   Hoane,    Roberts,  Robertson,    Sage,  Sevier, 

hert,  ;»harp.   Smith   of   Pennsylvania,   Tannehill, 

■lor,  Teifiiir,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wbilehill,  Wil- 

tof  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 
ATS — Messrs.   Boylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Benson, 
I»<e)ow,  Bradbury.  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell, 
Ojtl^ri  Ca|,erton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
^l,  Ely,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gioninger,  GolJsiborough, 
ivenor,  Han-^on,    Hungerford,  Jackson  of   Rhode 
ir»J,  Kent  of  New  Vork,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  King 
MassachuselU,  Lewu^  Lovett,  Macon,  McCoy,  MU- 
Moore,  Moseley,  Qakley,  Pickering.  Pitkin,  Potter, 

a^^lgely,  Ru^gles,  ShcfTey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith 
New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,   Stanford,  Strong, 
"  »art,  Stur(,'e8,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White, 
llcox,  Wileon  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wright. 


MoMDAY,  July   19. 

•Jrhe  bin   giving  further   time  for   registering 

Claims  to  lands   in  the  late  district  of  Arkansas, 

it»;.the  .Mis-curi  Territory  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 

Colonel  David  Henley  ;  and  the  bill  to  amend 

a#l  explain  tlie  act  regulating  pensions  to  persons 

hoard    private    armed   ships,    were    severally 

pAst'd   through  Committees  of  the   Whole  and 

o.lered   to  I'O  engrossed  for  their  third   readings 

t'Jmorrow.  '- 

J»lr.  Ar<:her.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
pvsented  a:bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
C\  Vi  of  tbc  United  Stales'  brig  Vixen  ;  which 
|s  read   twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 


■^s  read   twice,  and  con 
ofehe  Whole  to-mnrrow. 
*^lr.  Archer,  frorii  thes; 
th|  hill  from  the  Senate  "  foi 
J.5Wii)ter.''  with  an   amen 
c«amiited  'oa^ommiiiee  o 
ro>. 


amecomrailtee,  reported 

for  the  relief  of  Elisha 

dment  ;    which   wa^ 

f  the  Whole  to-mor- 


the  resolution    from  the  Senate.  '•  respecting 
ly   of  public   homilialion  and   prayer,"  was 
r«flJ  the  third  time  and  passed. 

"ifhe  amf'ndmento  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
il^  bill  •'  laying  diHies  on  carriages  for  the  con- 
veyance of  persons"'  were  read  aud  concurred  in 
bifihe  Houje. 


D^fie  ttouje. 

■The  jft*iendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
tlji  bill  '•  laying  duties  on  sugars  refined  within 
tlj  United  States"  were  read  and  concurred  in 
bftihe  Houe. 

jThe  amendment?  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
bill  '•  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 


spirituous  liquors"  were  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  '*  laying  duties  oo  sales  at  auction  of 
merchandise  and  of  ships  and  vessels"  were  read 
and  coiicurrred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to  establish  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue."  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  ^^'hole  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  amendment  of  this  House  to  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  Alexander  Scott."  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies,  on  notes,  bonds, 
and  obligations,  discounted  by  certain  companies 
and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions: 
Whereupon,  the  bill  was  re-committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  il&elf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were 
read  as  follows: 

Strike  out  from  the  word  "  exceeding,"  in  the  thirty- 
fifth  line  of  the  engrossed  bill,  the  following  words: 
"  ten  thousand  dollars,  five  dollars.  If  above  ten  thou- 
sand, and  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  twenty- 
five  dollars.  If  above  fifty  thousand,  and  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  firty  dollars.  If 
above  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  one  hundred  dol- 
lars ;"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  "  seven  thousand 
dollars,  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  If  above  seven 
thousand,  and  not  exceeding  eight  thousand  dollars, 
four  dollars.     If  above  eight  thousand  dollars,  five  dol- 


lars. 


The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
said  amendment,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  65,  nays  62,  as  follows: 

Ykas— .Messrs.  Archer,  Beall,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Champion, 
Chappell,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Duvall,  Ely.  Evans,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  (irosvrnor,  Hasbrouck,  Hufty,  Jackson  of 
Rhodf  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kmt^  of  Massachusetts.  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  McKee.  .Miller,  Mosely,  Mur- 
free. Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering.  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridgely, 
Robertson,  Ruggles,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford.  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Taylor,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  While, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

^*»» — Messrs.  Alston,  .Anderson,  Avery,  Bard,  Bar- 
nett,  Benson,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clopton, 
Crawford,  Creighlou,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson, 
Desha,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findlcy,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  For- 
ney, Franklin,  Gholson.  Glasgow,  Gloninger,  Goodwyn, 
Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawcs,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hyneman. 
Ingcrsoll,  Irwin,    Kennedy^  Kershaw,  Kdbourn,  Lyle, 
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McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby, 
Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane.  Roberts,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Telfair,  Whitehill  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
•ylvania. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-day. 

NATURALIZATION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ••  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  upon  the 
subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  ;" 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee,  with  an 
amendment;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robert.s  to  amend 
the  said  amendment :  by  striking  out  these  words  : 
"  who  had   before   that   day   made  a  declaration, 

*  according  to  law,  of  their  intentions  to  berome 
'  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  who,  by  the  ex- 
'  isting  laws  of  the  United  States,  were,  on  that 
'  day,  entitled  to  become  citizens  without  making 

*  such  declaration  ;"  as.  also,  to  strike  out  the  word 
*'  thereof,"  and,  in  lieu  of  the  same,  to  insert,  "  of 

*  the  United  States,  if  they  shall  have  resided 
'  therein  for  the  continued  term  of  five  years  im- 
'  mediately  preceding  their  admission  as  citizens 
'  in  manner  aforesaid:"  W^hen,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Gaston,  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely.  And  the  question  being  taken,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Mr.  Roberts,  and  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  wa<  made  by  .Mr.  Ke.nnedy  further 
10  amend  the  said  amendment,  by  inserting,  after 
the  words 'United  Slates."  the  words,  '■  or  had 
intermarried  with  a  citizen  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Ken.nedy. — Mr.  Chairman,  the  bill  as  sent 
to  us  from  the  Senate  authorized  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  alt  alien  enemies  who  had  declared  their 
intention  to  become  citizens  prior  to  the  declara- 
tion ol  war ;  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Roberts)  not 
only  contemplates  the  naturalization  of  every  de- 
scription of  alien  enemies,  by  their  complying 
with  the  re(;uisites  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  that  subject  in  the  year  1802,  but  also  intends 
to  naturalize  all  those  alien  enemies  that  were  re- 
siding within  the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  at  any  time  between  the 
18th  day  of  June,  1798.  and  the  14th  day  of  April, 
1802,  immediately  and  without  a  compliance  with 
the  first  provision  of  the  first  section  of  that  act, 
which  required  a  declaration  of  their  intention  to 
become  citizens  three  years  before  they  were  ad- 
mitted. 

Sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment, 
and  will  endeavor  to  give  the  Committee  the  rea- 
sons which  have  influenced  me  in  forming  that 
sentiment.  The  situation  of  alien  enemies  must 
be  disagreeable,  inconvenient,  and  embarrassing 
to  them  beyond  measure.     By  the  declaration  of 


war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  tliey  are  deprived 
of  all  their  civil  rights,  they  canuot  institute  a 
suit  fur  the  recovery  of  their  just  demands,  nor 
can  they  repair  themselves  in  damages  for  any 
maltreatment  they  may  receive  in  their  persons 
or  property.  They  are  subject  and  liable,  accord- 
ing to  a  power  vested  in  the  President  by  an  act 
passed  in  1798,  to  be  exiled  from  their  homes, 
their  families,  and  property,  to  any  distant  place 
designated  by  him  within  the  limi^s  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  at  bis  pleasure  may  be  ordered  entirely 
out  of  the  country. 

And  even  if  they  are  not  removed  in  the  man- 
ner I  have  mentioned,  yet  they  are  continually 
harassed  with  the  marshals'  adverliseraents  or- 
dering them  to  register  themselves  or  be  subject 
to  severe  and  heavy  penalties.  Those  of  them  in 
the  Slate  that  1  in  part  represent,  who  reside  in 
forty  miles  of  tide  water  and  who  are  in  pursuit 
of  mercantile  business  and  have  supported  their 
families  by  that  means,  are  deprived  of  the  privi- 
lege and  ordered  to  desist  from  the  same  ;  indeed, 
in  the  town  where  I  reside  there  is  a  diversity  of 
opinion  whether  the  tide  ebbs  and  tiows  wiihin 
forty  miles  of  it  or  not :  this  uncertainty  compels 
those  unfortunate  persons  to  cringe  to  the  officers 
appointed  to  superintend  the  business,  in  order  to 
know  their  opinion  thereon,  which  stale  of  hu- 
miliation is  grating  and  repugnant  to  the  feelings 
of  a  free  man,  and  from  which  1  humbly  coo\ 
ceive  they  ought  to  be  relieved. 

Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  substantial 
reason  can  be  given  why  alien  enemies  should  be 
thus  severely  treated,  and  why  they  should  not  be 
naturalized  ?  There  is  no  law  or  compact  wiihin 
my  knowledge  which  will  either  in  its  ietter  or 
spirit  be  violated  by  their  naturalization,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  this  bill  amended  as  pro- 
posed. The  law  of  last  session  regulating  the 
employment  of  seamen  on  board  ot  American 
vessels,  is  not  at  all  in  any  respect  affected  by  it. 
The  first  section  of  that  act  ouly  prohibits  the 
employment  after  peace  of  any  seaman,  except  he 
is  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  or  a  man  of 
color,  a  native  of  the  United  States  ;  from  which 
every  person  will  perceive  that  there  is  nothing 
in  this  section  that  even  hints  at  a  restraint  upon 
our  right  to  naturalize;  and  after  they  are  natu- 
ralized, every  one  must  know  they  have  become 
citizens  and  can  be  employed  in  the  manner  con- 
templated by  the  act.  The  only  restriction  coo- 
lained  in  this  section  is  in  prohibiting  the  em- 
ployment of  aliens'  until  they  are  naturalized,  and 
even  this  restraint  is  not  imposed  upon  us  until 
after  peace  is  restored  to  the  country. 

The  twelfth  section  of  the  act  is  the  only  one 
in  it  that  has  anything  like  a  bearing  upon  the 
question,  and  a  slight  examination  of  it  will 
plainly  show  that  the  bill  under  discussion,  with 
the  proposed  amendment,  will  not,  in  the  least, 
interfere  with  the  provisions  of  it.  That  section 
was  particularly  intended,  according  to  my  uh- 
derstanding  of  it,  as  a  basis  upon  which  a  nego- 
tiation for  peace  should  be  predicated.  And  what 
does  this  section  contain?  Nothing  more  than 
to  restrain  us.  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 


} 


in 


'   ;: 


f 


^67 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


468 


«-; 


or 


The  Wcaf$  and  Mfons. 


Jolt.  1813. 


»«from  naturalizing  any  alien  who  has  not  resided 
<five  years  within  the  United  States  without  leav- 
•'ingof  ibesame;  the  true  construction  of  which 
"is.  that  we  can  naturalize  until  peace  is  restored 
• '  to  the  i-auntry.  in  the  same  manner  that  we  could 
*   do,  before  the  act  of"  last  session  was  passed  ;  and 

after  peJice,  we  can  only   naturalize  those  who 

have  resided  five  years  within  the   limits  of  the 

United   States,   without  leaving  the  same  ;  and 

even  thi»  restriction  is  not  to  be  imposed  upon  us 

in  respect  to  British  subjects,  unless  that  nation  i  session  it  was  postponed  from  time  to  lime,  under 


otherwise  were  well  affected  towards  our  coun- 
try and  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engat^ed. 
Sound  policy,  in  every  view  I  can  take  of  the 
subject,  seems  to  require  of  us  to  adopt  them  as 
citizens;  and  humanity  imperiously  demands  of 
us  to  protect  the  men  we  encourage  to  fight  our 
battles. 

Sir,  there  is  a  fatality  that  seems  to  attend  this 
bill.  Formerly,  it  passed  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  was   rejected   by  the  President.     Last 


Jadopts  a,  similar  arrangement  in  relation  to  our 

5lcitizens.j 

1*     I  thmK  every  gentleman  ought  now  to  be  satis 

*fied  that  the  letter  of  that  act  will  not  be   in 


iwhat  manner  are  we  to  get  at  the  policy  of  a  law 
:»'but  by  the  law  itself?)  and  by  that,  it  seems,  we 
,*did  not  mean  to  commit  ourselves  farther  than  to 
•  ideclare  tnat  we  would  not  naturalize  any  alien. 
;ilf!er  the  termination  of  the  war,  who  had  not  re- 
i'fcided  fiv«f  years  within  the  United  States  with- 
^out  leaving  the  same.  Should  any  arranjrement 
»rbe  made  upon  thii  proposition,  no  complaint  could 
Jbe  justly  urged  against  us  for  naturalizing  prior 
Jto  a  peace,  because  it  could  not  be  understood 
"ifrom  the  terms  of  the  proposition  that  we  meant 


various  pretences,  until  it  was  too  late  to  act  upon 
it ;  and  at  this  session,  it  has  been  committed, 
laid  over,  and  at  last  reported  in  this  mutilated 
shape.  Permit  me  here  to  observe,  that  I  have 
understood  from  good  authority,  though  not  from 


^fringed,  And  I  presume  it  is  equally  clear,  that  the 

•♦policy  o^  spirit  of  it  is  also  untarnished  ;  (for,  in  ^^  the  President   himself,  that   the  bill  was  refused 


his  sanction  because  it  contained  no  provision  for 
the  removal  of  alien  enemies  prior  to  their  natu- 
ralization, and  that  he  has  no  objections  to  the 
bill  in  its  present  shape.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  im- 
proper thai  I  should  mention  this  circumstance 
in  the  House,  and  it  is  more  likely  that  the  in- 
formation is  altogether  unnecessary,  as  I  presume 
every  gentleman  bai>  the  independence  to  act  and 
think  for  himself. 

The  persons  intended  to  be  relieved  by  the  bill, 
generally,  were  banished  from   their  native  land 


^j^ia  restrain  ourselves  before  that  period,  and  not  ,  by  the  oppression  and   tyranny  of  their  Govern- 


l,«Ten  then,  unles.s  a  like  arrangement  should  be 
•^ade  wiih  respect  to  our  citizens. 
3  But,  if  it  is  apprehended  that  a  kindred  policy 
•♦would  bt  violated  by  the  bill,  if  amended,  let  gen- 
i^tlenaen  move  a  stection  that  none  shall  be  natu- 
^jra'ized  except  ihty  have  resided  five  years  within 

:he  United  States,  and  that  will  relieve  them  from 

ill  their  difficulty  on  that  score. 

Then,  sir.   if  there   is   no   substantial    reason 

Magainst   (he  bill  with  the  proposed  amendment, 

•iet  us  txaraine  if  there  is  none  in  favor  of  it.     In 

"the  present  situation  of  the  United   State.*,  in- 

Lrolved  irj  war  with  a  powerful  enemy,  we  stand  in 


ment ;  they  fled  to  this  as  the  only  asylum  for 
persecuted  humanity,  and  almost  at  the  moment 
when  they  conceived  themselves  safely  sheltered 
from  the  monstrous  storm   that  had  burst  upon 
j  their  unfortunate  heads,  and  when  they  were  con- 
1  soling  themselves  with  the  plea.«ing  idea  that  their 
j  difficulties  were  surmounted,  and  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  would  be  spent  in  peace,  comfort, 
'  and   happiness,  war  broke  out  in   their  adopted 
country;  they  were  again  threatened  with  exile 
'  and  banishment,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  rest- 
ing place  for  them  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
1      Sir,  those  aliens  in  the  part  of  the  country 


;^eed  of  ajl  the  physical  force  of  the  country  ;  those  [  where  I  live,  and  for  whom  1  feel  so  much  solici- 

.men  wilT  make  good  soldiers,  and  our  law  author-    tude,  are,  generally.  Irish  by  birth  ;  they  are  gen- 

tizes  theienlistmeni  of  them,  and  perhaps  very  j  tlemanly  in  their  deportment,  well  disposed  to- 

Iproperlvi  tec.  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United  i  wards   the   Government  of  the    United    States. 

"tales,  requiring  only  of  them  an  oath  of  fidelity.  '  Some  of  them  have  intermarried  in  the  country. 

ut  what  encouragement  do  we  hold  out  to  them  ,  and   have   children — the  sure    pledges  for   their 

0  enter  our  Army  and  to  fight  the  battles  of  our  '  fidelity.      Many  of    them   are   my   companions 

country,;  when   we  refuse   to   naturalize    them  7    when  at  home,  and  I  am  confident  they   would 

Scarcelj}  one.     Should  they  be  naturalized  by  the  \  defend  the  rights  of  the  nation  as  .^oon  as   her 

State  gcvernraents.  as  is  conteniled  for  by  some,  j  native  sons. 

yet  the  Governrtient  of  the  United  States,  unless  [      There  was  a    time.  Mr.  Chairman,  when   the 

hey  acknowledge  the  State  authority  in  that  re-    native-born  patriot  of  America  adopted  and  cher- 

pect,  could   not,  with  propriety,  claim  them  as  '  ished  an    Irishman  as  his  fellow-suffererand  fel- 

itizens  and  screen   them  from  punishment  for  |  low  citizen,  and  why  do  such  sentiments  not  now 

treason   towards   their  sovereign  in  case  of  cap- |  exist  ?     Are  they   less  generous,  brave,  or  enier- 

ture;  but  should   some  of  them,  from   patriotic  |  prising,  or  have  we  only  changed  situations? 

motives,  notwithstanding  these  disadvatages,  en-  i      The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Ken.nedy's 

lei    the  service,  and   doubly   hazard   their  lives,  '  amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

.!  I         1.-  rpjjp  amendment  concurred  in  by  the  House 

was  then   ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the   bill 
read  the  third  time  to-day.  ^ 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

hko  off    V.'^'   ..      ---."-■•  —-r,-   --v  I      An  engrossed   bill   laying  duties  on   notes  of 

[the  effect  to  sour  the  minds  of  those  persons  iha  !  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies,  on  notes, 


willing 


to  treat 


Icould  you.  on  their  return,  be 
Itl.em  as  alien  foemies,  and  deprive  them  of  all 
(their  ciyil  rights  during  the  continuance  of  the 
Iwar.  notwithstanding  how  long  it  might  last?  I 
Ktallv  hope  not.     This   hard  usage  would  have 
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bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks  bank- 
ers, and  certain  companies,  and  on  bills  of  ex- 
change, of  certain  descriptions,  was  read  the  third 
time.  And  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  ? 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  81,  nays  46.  as 
follows: 

YiA8 — .Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard, 
Barnclt,  Bcall,  Bibb,  Brown,  Burwcll.  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Chappell,  Chevefc,  Clark,  Comstotk,  Con- 
diet,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of  FennfyWania, 
Dawson,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow.  Find- 
lev.  Forney,  Foraj-th.  Franklin,  Gholson,  tJlaspow, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harria, 
Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreya,  Hunger- 
ford,  Hyiieman.  Ingcrsoii,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  .Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn.  L-fTerls,  Lowndes, 
sLylc,  Macon,  .McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Piper, 
PleasanU,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  RoberU,  Robertson,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nai» — Meaars.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Benson,  Bigeiow, 
Bradbury.  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion.  Cilley, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gloninger,  Grosvenor, 
Hasbrouck,  Hufty,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .Ma*- 
aachuselU,  Lewis,  Lovett,  McKim,  Miller,  .Moseley, 
Oakley,  Parker.  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Shcffey.  Sherwood, 
Shiphcrd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  While,  Wilson  of 
Mussachusctts,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  -'supplementary  to 
the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  ot  an 
uniform  rule  of  Naiuralization."  was  read  the 
third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 


Ti'ESDAY.  July  20. 

Mr.  Eppe.s.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the 
relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ships  Good  Friends. 
Amazon,  and  United  States,  and  their  cargoes."' 
without  araendiuent,  and  the  bill  was  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  F18K.,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  thecredenlials  of  members;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee,  on 
their  part,  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  "  resolution  respecting  a  day  of 
public  humiliation  and  prayer." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bard  and  Mr.  Taggart 
be  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  present  the  said  re.solution  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pitkin  reported  the  bill  concerning  suits 
and  costs  in  courts  of  the  United  States,  with 
amendments,  which  were  read,  agreed  to.  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  Henly. 
(he  engrossed  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  act 
regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board  privateers, 
and   the  engrossed   bill   giving   further  time  10 


register  land   claims  in   the  district   of  Arkansas, 
were  read  ihe  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  James  Dufoar 
and  his  associates  was  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  readiag  to-morrow. 

The  House  in  Commfttee  uf  the  Whole,  on  the 
invalid  pension  bill.  Before  the  Committee  had 
got  through  this  bill,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  a  confiden- 
tial nature,  on  which  the  Cnmmitiee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  ait  again. 

The  galleries  were  then  cleared  and  the  doors 
were  closed.  They  were  opened  again  in  about 
half  an  hour. 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  Joint  Committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  fixing  ihe  next  meeting  of  Congress 
forlhefirsi  Monday  in  December  next.(theCon5ti- 
tional  day,)  which  was  read  ;  when  several  mo- 
tions jwere  made  to  alter  the  time  to  different  pe- 
riods'in  the  month  of  November;  all  of  which 
failed,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  remit  certain  du- 
ties to  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  with- 
out amendment,  and  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  ihe  invalid  pensiou  bill.  The  Commit- 
tee, after  going  through  the  same,  reported  it  to 
the  House  with  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to.  and  It  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

The  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  laie  brig  Vixen  was  passed  tlirough  a  Coih- 
miilee  of  the  Whole  without  amendment,  and 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  .'"or  the  relief  of  Elisha  J.  Winter  was 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  with- 
out amendment. and  was  ordered  to  a  llnrd  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  for  the  consideration  of 
the  report  ot  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
en  ihe  President's  Message,  transmitting  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  .Mr.  Webster's  re- 
solutions. This  motion  was  lost — yeas  62,  nays 
74.  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard,  Barnctl, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigeiow,  Bowen,  Breckenridge, 
Butler.  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard,  Davenport,  EarJe,  Ely,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Goldsborough,  GrifTin,  Grosvenor,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Hanson,  Humphreys.  Hungerford,  Ingham.  Irvnn, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  Lewis,  Lovett,  McLean, 
Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Rob- 
erts, Sevier.  Sharj),  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shiphcrd,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Strong.  Telfair,  Thompson,  Vose.  White, 
Whitehill,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  and  Wilaon  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Xats — Messrs.  Archer,  .\very,Bibb,  Bradbury, Brig- 
ham,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cheves, 
Cilley,  Clark,  ('ondict,  Crcighton,  Culpeper,  Davis  of 
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Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Desha,  Da»all,  Eppcs,  Evans, 
Farrow.  Vindlej,  Forsylh,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Glonin- 
;ger,  Go'jdwyn,  Hi»sbrouck,  Hawes,   Hopkins  of  Kcn- 
,. lucky,  Hubbard,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Jackson 
of  Rho«le  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw, 
Kilbou.n,  King  of  MasaachusetU,  Kjng  of  North  Caro- 
lina, LeHerU,  ]>owndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Parker, 
-Piper,   Pleasants,  John   Reed,   Rea   of  Pennsylvania, 
'^Richardson,  RidgeJy,  RoberUon,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Sey- 
f'bert.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford,    Sturges,  Tag- 
*  :art,  Tannehill.  Taylor,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheal- 
in,  Winter,  and  Yaucey. 

Wkdnesday,  July  21. 
._  Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
;vral  Establishment,  reported  a  bill  ailowiog  a 
^bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the 
lyrivale  armed  vessels;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
Skonimiited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

I    On   motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the   House  was 
^*leared  of  all  persons,  except   the    members  and 

officers  of  the  House,  and  the  doors  were  closed, 

|nd  remained  so  until  adjournment. 

^  Thcbsdav,  July  22. 

Mr.  Ehpes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
i  •^eaos,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  a 
'^um    not    exceeding   millions   of    dollars; 

3;vbich  wns  read  twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Com- 
.  Qittee  of,  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
*♦  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Committee 
2'n  Military    Affairs   were  instructed   to   inquire 
*vhelher  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  amendments  are 
iieeessary  to  be  made  to  the  act,  entitled  '"An  act 
•jo  raise   ten    additional   companies   of   rangers." 
writh  instruction  lo  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
^  An  eii:/rossed  bill  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers wa.^  r<ad  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
<^  An  eiitrossed  bill   for  the  relief  of  the  officers 
•inJ  cre«|  of  the  United  States'  brig  Vixen,  was 
■  ^ad  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 
T   An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  James 
t4)ufour,  and  his  associates,  was  read  the   third 
'  ime,  ani  passed. 

:  The  b<ll  from  the   Senate,  -for  the  relief  of 
.•  pisha  J,  Winter,  was  read  the  third   time,  and 
i  ia'sed  as  amended. 
' !  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

Ji«*  Whoje  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  'for  the 

ehef  of  the  owners  of  the  ships  Good   Friends. 
^  Amazon,  and   United  States,  and  their  cargoes  ;" 

^nd.  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Commit- 
:!  i^e  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
jX  The  tfouse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Coin- 
'iiiltec  ol"jthe  Whole  on  the  bill  allowing  a  bounty 
L)  ihe  ovtners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private 
trmed  vessels  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
%ia,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

\  Tne  doors  were  then  closed,  and,  remaining 

f)  for  some  time,  they  were  again  opened,  and 
le  House  adjourned. 

Friday.  July  23. 
Mr.   Hu.NGERFi^RD  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
Iry  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia, 


praying  that  a  new  collection  district,  and  that 
a  port  of  entry,  may  be  established  at  Dividing 
Creek. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Thoup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mil- 
itia, to  execute  the  laws,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasion,"  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in 
force  for  those  purposes,  and  to  increase  the  pay 
of  volunteer  and  militia  corps  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-day  ;  which  was  subsequently  done, 
and  the  bill  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  lay  and 
collect  a  direct  lax  within  the  United  States." 
with  several  amendments,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and.  together  with 
the  bill,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "authorizing  the 
raising  a  corps  of  fencibles,"  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  lime  with  an  amendment,  and  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  "  making  further  provision  for  the 
collection  of  internal  duties  and  for  the  appoint- 
ment and  compensation  of  assessors,"  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act   "for  the 
better  regulation  of  the   ordnance,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 
Mr.  McKee  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  refund- 
ing to  the  State  of  Kentucky  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
and  forty-seven  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents,  expend- 
ed by  the  said  State  in  the  defence  of  the  Southwestern 
frontier,  against  the  incursions  of  the  hostile  Indians; 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORocGH  moved  to  add  the  follow- 
ing, after  the  word  Indians: 

"And,  also,  into  the  expediency  of  refunding  to 
any  other  of  the  States,  the  constituted  authorities  of 
which  may  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  calling 
out  the  militia  to  repel  the  incursions  of  the  enemy, 
the  expenses  that  may  have  been  incurred  in  conse- 
quence thereof." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  pass- 
ed in  the  atfirmative.  The  question  was  then 
taken  to  agree  to  the  said  resolution  as  amended, 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  making 
appropriations  for  furnishing  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, and  repairing  the  roof  uf  the  north  wing  of 
the  Capitol;"  which  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, read  the  third  time,  and  [)assed. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  '•  to  provide  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  household  of  the  President  of  the 
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United  States."  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Bibb; 
when,  a  motion  was  made  hy  Mr.  Sheffey.  that 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely  ;  and  the 
question  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  45.  nay*  72. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and,  no  ainend- 
raent  being  made,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hale  that  the  bill 
do  lie  on  the  table,  and  negatived.  The  bill  was 
then  read  ihe  third  time,  and  passed— yeas  78, 
nays  46. 

DUTIES  ON  PRIZE  GOODS. 

.Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
additional  duties  on  goods,  ware.*,  and  merchan- 
dise, captured  and  brought  in  by  the  private 
armed  ships  of  the  United  Stales;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson  also  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 
Treascrt  Dkpabtmbwt,  Ju/y  21,  1813. 

Sir:  The  inquiry  which  forms  the  basis  of  your 
letter  of  the  20th,  can  only  be  answered  by  the  con- 
flict of  opinion  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  December  last,  to  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means, 
and  the  person  now  acting  in  that  capacity — a  task  of 
no  ordinary  kind,  and  which  I  undertake  with  great 
deference. 

The  data  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  duties  on 
prize  goods,  captured  by  private  armed  vessels  since 
the  declaration  of  war,  is  as  imperfect  as  was  then 
sUted ;  the  amount  of  duties  on  prize  goods  captured 
by  public  as  well  as  private  armed  vessels,  have  been 
blended  together. 

There  is,  however,  satisfactory  ground  to  infer,  that 
the  amount  of  duties  on  prize  goods,  captured  by  pri- 
vate armed  vessels,  has  rapidly  declined,  and  is  certain- 
ly, at  this  time,  very  inconsiderable. 

The  causes  which  have  produced  this  decline  may 
also  be  a  subject  of  controversy,  in  which,  though  I 
feel  that  I  have  the  better  cause,  I  apprehend,  the 
weaker  argument. 

The  position  assumed  by  the  SecreUry  is,  that  "  no 
part  of  the  duties  on  prize  goods  ultimately  falls  on  the 
captors.  The  duties  on  importations  are  paid  by  the 
consumers,  whether  the  merchandise  be  captured  by 
privateers,  or  regularly  imported  by  merchanU."  To 
this  I  may  answer,  that  the  maxim  derives  more  weight 
from  the  felicity  of  argument  and  commanding  char- 
acter of  the  great  author  of  "  Wealth  of  Nations,"  than 
from  the  universality  of  the  principle. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  in  the  abstract ;  but  my  ex- 
perience, as  a  merchant,  has  taught  me  to  know  the 
practical  value  of  a  maxim,  derived  from  an  author  of 
a  lighter  cast: 

"  What  is  the  worth  of  anything. 

But  so  much  money  as  't  will  bring?" 

If  an  article,  from  whatever  cause,  will  not  sell  for 
the  amount  of  duties,  added  to  the  cost  and  other 
charges,  whether  the  importation  be  made  regularly  by 
a  merchant,  in  the  usual  way,  or  in  the  cost  of  equip- 
ping and  and  maintaining  a  privateer,  the  difference,  or 
loss,  will  not  fall  upon  the  consumer,  but  upon  the  im- 
porter.   This  is  no  uncommon  case  ;  indeed,  instances 


are  frequent,  in  which  imported  articles  sell  for  less 
than  the  prime  cost  and  charges,  exclusive  of  the  du- 
ties. Who  pays  the  duty  in  this  case!  The  con- 
sumer! No  ;  it  i.-i  paid  by  the  unfortunate  importer. 
Were  it  otherwise,  there  would  be  no  bankruptcies; 
your  merchants  would  have  but  one  side  to  their  profit 
and  loss  account.  "  These  are  the  accidental  excep- 
tions arising  from  such  a  superabundance  of  a  particu- 
lar article,  as  will  sink  it  below  the  prime  cost  and 
charges."  And  this  has  actually  been  the  case  with  ' 
many  prize  importations.  Indeed,  it  is  said,  and  I  be- 
lieve with  truth,  that,  in  some  of  the  Southern  ports, 
the  duties  and  the  oharges  of  sale  have  absorbed  near- 
ly the  whole  proceeds. 

"  The  price  for  exportation,  in  which  case  no  duty 
is  paid,"  forms  but  a  very  partial  exception  in  this 
case  ;  for,  when  you  have  little  or  no  export  of  foreign 
products,  the  benefit  of  drawback  is  lost. 

The  Secretary  has  said,  that  "  a  reduction  of  duties 
will  be  of  no  use  to  the  privateers,  unless  the  merchan- 
dise continues  to  be  sold  at  the  same  price  as  if  the 
duties  had  not  been  reduced."  This  is  not  strictly  the 
fact.  It  is  well  known,  in  the  actual  market,  that  cof- 
fee, for  instance,  subject  to  ten  cents  per  pound  duty, 
and  entitled  to  drawback,  seldom  sells  for  more  than 
four  cents  over  the  price  for  consumption,  and  this 
must  continue  until  the  excess  is  very  great,  or  the 
exportation  free,  which  is  not  likely  to  be  the  case 
during  the  war.  The  equdlity  of  price  approximates 
as  the  obstacles  to  exportation  increase  ;  and  if  ex- 
portation was  prohibited,  or  completely  obstructed,  the 
equality  of  price  between  the  same  kind  of  merchan- 
dise, entitled  to  drawback,  or  sold  for  consumption, 
would  be  absolute. 

The  lower  the  price  of  the  article,  the  greater  the 
consumption.  The  American  people,  enjoying  the 
means,  indulge  their  taste  for  variety,  and  habituate 
themselves  to  every  kind  of  luxury.  This  produces  an 
accommodation  of  taste,  which  changes,  with  great  fa- 
cility, from  the  use  of  coffee  to  tea,  from  brandy  to  rum, 
&c.,  as  abundance  or  scarcity  r»nd  price  shall  indi- 
cate. 

The  question  is  not  now,  "  simply,  whether  it  be 
necessary  and  proper  to  pay  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
privateers,  a  bounty  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  duties  on  prize  goods,"  for  there  is,  literally 
now,  a  very  trifling  amount  of  duties  collected  on  prize 
goods ;  and,  therefore,  any  encouragement  of  this  na- 
ture given  by  Government  to  private  armed  vessels, 
will,  if  any  prize  arrive,  bring  money  into,  instead  of 
extracting  it  from,  the  Treasury,  and,  therefore,  so  far 
from  the  payment  of  a  bounty  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
couraging privateers,  the  Government  will  receive  aa 
amount  of  duties  on  prize  goods,  which  otherwise 
would  not  be  brought  into  our  ports. 

The  Secretary  observes  that,  "  if  the  article  be  not 
worth  sending  into  port  after  capture,  it  must  be  alto- 
gether impossible  for  the  importing  merchant  to  pay 
iu  prime  cost,  freight,  and  insurance;  and,  with  those 
charges,  to  import  such  an  article  without  considerable 
loss."  An  article  may  not  be  worth  sending  in.  after 
capture,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  charges  and  great 
risk,  perhaps  equal  to  a  premium  of  fifty  to  seventy- 
five  per  cent.,  whilst  the  importing  merchant  may  im- 
port the  same  article  in  neutral  bottoms,  at  a  premium 
of  ten  per  cent,  and  receive  his  goods  at  little  more 
than  the  ordinary  charges  previous  to  the  declaration 
of  war.  He,  moreover,  has  the  advantage  of  selling 
at  such  a  time,  and  on  such  terms,  as  his  interest  maj 
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diiiaie,  an<l  to  his  re(.,ular  customera ;  whereas,  prize 
<^§ds  are  iiocensarily  broujfht  to  the  hammer,  and  sold 
inJ,iar(?e  parcel*,  lo  speculatom,  uncontrolled  by  the 
pi*dent  n.a^aKement  of  mercantile  superintendence, 
fn  luently  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  less  than 
th*«e  of  tlie  regular  importer.  These  causes  operate 
ask  bounty  in  favor  ofthe  regular  importer,  and  againHt 
tb.»  cuptors.  The  owner  of  a  privateer  receiTes  but  a 
mifcely  of  ihe  captured  property  ;  the  cost  of  that  moi- 
etU  t(<  him,  M  the  cost  of  the  equipment,  maintenance, 
inuLrunce,  wear  and  tear,  and  depreciation  of  his  pri- 
▼•£"«/,  (all  )(vhich  it  very  extravagant.)  and  the  insur- 
AQpe.^  duties,  and  other  heavy  charges,  on  his  pnw. 

'  .'Le  caiisi?  of  the  present  inquiry  proves  the  error  of 
tH  ^cretary's  predktion,  "that  a  greater  number  of 
p(  raleers  v»ill,  without  bounty,  continue  to  be  em- 
p^  \fiii,  thar>  is  nccefc!>ary  for  the  greatest  possible  an- 
D<t  ance  of  tjhe  enemy's  trade." 

'he  fact  IS,  that,  from  causes  that  occupy  the  pres- 
eiji  ditcusaion,  privateering  is  nearly  at  an  end  ;  and, 
frvJ  ii  the  best  observation  I  have  been  enabled  to  make, 
it^  more  from  the  deficiency  of  remuneration  in  the 
n»(  proceed*  of  their  prizes,  than  from  the  vigilance 
%u^  (success  of  the  enemy  in  recapturing.  One-fourth 
p^^  of  the  'year,  at  least,  the  elements  will  raise  the 
bkifkade  o{  our  ports  and  it  is  at  that  season  that  the 
bii|«t-8t  and  the  reapers  are  most  abundant  and  suc- 
c«j^,ful  in  privateering. 

A'here  is  sometime;)  wisdom  in  taking  counsel  from 
hf  tnem> ,  and  his  dread  of  our  privateers  may  be  coi- 
led from  the  marked  hostility  and  severity  of  treat- 
it  which  the  crews  of  privateers  are  subject  to,  when 
captured,  and  the  insidious  eflbrtii  to  excite  prejudices 
a^*inst  theju.  The  analogy  between  privateering  and 
lorries,  d<)es  not  appear  to  me  to  be  so  strict  as  the 
Sk  retary  ijpems  to  consider  it.  The  adventure  of  a 
pt  (Steer  islof  the  nature  of  a  commercial  project  or 
8|<^  dilation,  conducted  by  commercial  men,  upon  prin- 
cu  ',en  of  mercantile  calculation  and  profit.  The  ves- 
sf  and  hci  equipment  is  an  object  of  great  expense, 
VN^ch  is  expected  to  be  remunerated  by  the  probable 
cl^eO<"e»t)f  l>"*fit^  after  calculating  the  outfit,  insurance, 
it,M,  as  in  a  regular  mercantile  voyage,  as  much  so  as 
th*  voyage  of  a  letter  of  marque,  with  a  cargo,  running 
alljUie  chances  of  hostihty,  and  incurring  the  conse- 
qi^iiat  heavy  charges  of  war. 

I  do  not  think  a  '•  reduction  of  duties,  by  increasing 
ti^i  profit,  would  operate  as  an  insurance  on  the  risk 
of  i-otlusive  or  pretended  captures  of  British  prohibited 
milrctiandise,"  to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  the 
wttunoldiiTg  any  proper  encouragement  to  this  most 
po*  nl  we<k|>on  of  annoyance  to  the  enemy,  ^rhich  we 
pqVe(>s.  Frauds  no  doubt  may  be  committed,  but,  in 
thij'existirg  absolute  prohibition  of  ail  British  merchan- 
div(,  from  whatever  quarter,  there  is  a  much  stronger 
iniLcruient  to  collusinn  than  can  be  found  in  the  re- 
dii|ti9n  of  one  half  the  duties  in  favor  of  prizes  ;  and 
ni»f;l(lubt  frauds  are  committed  ;  yel  these  considera- 
ticJs  are  not  deemedof  sufficient  importance  to  induce 
a  ^p<al  or  relaxation  of  the  system. 

'h«  nuiii(>er  of  accessaries  to  the  fraud  ;  the  risk  of 
«ufe,  by  the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  wlio  do  not  par- 
tic  a>*w  in  ti»e  profits  of  the  collusion  ;  the  vigilance  of 
oui|own  rraiscrs,  olTiters,  and  prize  courts,  appear  to 
alA-d  a  vtr>  reasonable  security  against  the  practice, 
tolny  \ery  injurious  extent.  And  the  humane,  gen- 
erA«;  aiui  !*allant  conduct  of  our  citizens,  employed 
in^nvaie  armed  vesiels,  proven  a  moral  sense  which 
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meriU  more  confidence  and  liberality  than  has  been 
awarded  to  them. 

1  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  reduction  of  the 
duties  in  favor  of  prizes  captured  by  private  armed  ves- 
sels is  the  proper  or  only  encouragement  to  be  provided. 
I  repeat  the  fact,  that,  as  a  question  of  revenue,  the 
nation  has  everything  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose. 
One  of  the  most  efficient  means  of  distressing  the 
commercial  and  military  marine  of  the  enemy,  u  the 
capture  and  detention  of  his  seamen,  as  well  to  en- 
hance the  difficulty  of  manning  his  ships,  as  to  provide 
for  the  exchange,  and  to  retain  hostages,  to  insure  the 
proper  treatment  of  our  own.  Whatever  encourage- 
ment may  be  devised  for  the  destruction  of  the  ships 
of  the  dnemy  on  the  ocean,  and  bringing  into  port  his 
captured  seamen,  will  inflict  the  deepest  possible 
wound  upon  his  commerce  and  marine — the  vitals  of 
his  resources  and  power.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ic. 

W.  JONES. 
.  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury. 
Hon.  HrsH  NiLsojr, 

Chairman  Naval  Committee. 


Saturday,  July  24. 

Mr.  Eppe3,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  bill  irom  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Denny,  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  commuted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  EppE3,from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Lyon  ;  which  was 
read    twice,  and  committed   to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  .same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Willet  Warne  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Nelso.n,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment,  reported  a  bill  for  reducing 
the  duties  payable  on  prize  goods  captured  by 
the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  .Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  'Maying 
duiies  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
'laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  were 
read,  and  relerred  lo  the  Commiliee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  further  provision  for 
the  collection  of  internal  duties,  and  for  the  ap- 
pointment and  compensation  of  assessors,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  -for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  ships  called  the  Good  Friends, 
Amazon,  and  the  United  Stales,  and  their  car- 
goes,"' passed  through  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole, 
was  amended  by  incorporating  therein  the  case 
of  the  Fernandina.  and  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 
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State  of  Pennsylvania,"  was  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  as  also  was  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Lyon;  and  both  bills 
were  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
Mr.  EppEd  reported  a  bill.-  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  support   of  Governraenl 


The  following  joint  resolution  was  submitted 
by  Mr.  Grundy  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  State.<i  of  America,  in  Con^n-est 
assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be,  and  they 

are    hereby,    authorized    to    adjourn    their    respective        ...  .  j 

Houses,  on  Thursday,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  July  i  during  the  year  1813;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
instant.  committed. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  order-        The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Denny  pass- 

I  ed  through  a  Committee  ( 
dered  to  a  third  reading;  and  was  read  the  third 


ed  to  be  engrossed.and  read  the  third  time  to-day.    ^^  ih'-ough  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  was  or- 
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resolved   itself  into  a  Committee 


on 


the 


for  a  sum  not  exceeding 


time,  and  passed. 

The  bill   'for  reducing  the  duties  payable  on 
bill    authorizing  a   loan  ^  prize  goods  captured  by  the  private  armed  vessels 


dollars.     The  bill 


was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto,  by  fill- 
ing the  blank  with  the  words  "seven  millions 
five  hundred  thq^sand ;"  which  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Oakley,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  fourth  section, 
and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  following  as  the 
fourth  section  : 

8«c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  direct  lax,  and  of  the  internal  du- 
ties, which  have  been  imposed  by  the  several  acts 
passed,  or  to  be  passed,  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  as  shall  be  necessary  lo  defray  the  interest 
of  the  loan  which  may  be  made  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  interest. 

And  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  amend- 
ment being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  19,  nays  94,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messsrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigclow,  Cilley, 
Ely,  Kent  of  New  York.  Lovett,  Moseley,  Oakley, 
Piikin,  Ridgely.Sheffey,  Sherwood, Shipherd,  Stanford, 
Stuart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\Uton,  Anderson,  .\rcher.  Bard, 
Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Burwell, 
Butler.  Caperton.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Champion, 
Chappell,  Cheves,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,Con- 
ard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Dawson,  Desha.  Earle,  Eppe^,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin.  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Goldst>orough,  (Joodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hyneman,  Ingersoli,  Ken- 
nedy, Kerr.  King  of  MassachusetU,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  LefferU,  Lewis,  Lyle.  Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim,  McLean.  .Montgomery,  -Moore,  Nelaon,  New- 
ton, Parker,  Pickering,  Pickins,  Piper,  PleasanU, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennes.see,  Rich,  Rich- 
ardson. Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson.  Sevier,  Seybi^rt, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Pensylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Strong,  Slurges,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Ward  o(  New  Jersey,  White,  Whitehill  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Wright,  and  Vanccy. 

The  bill  was  ihen  ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  lime  to-day;  and  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 


of  the  United  Stales,"  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  After  the  rejection  of  a  mo- 
lion  made  by  Mr.  Benson,  to  postpone  the  bill 
to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  and  con- 
siderable discussion,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  lor  a  third  reading. 

The  House  took  up  ihe  amendments  of  the 
Senate  lo  the  direct  tax  law;  agreed  to  a  part  of 
the  same,  and  rejected  the  remainder. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  Amelia  Island  vessels,  the  Good 
Friends,  «Stc.,  was  read  a  ihird  lime,  as  amended 
by  the  House,  and  passed. 


The   bill 


Monday.  July  26. 
to  authorize   the  sale  of  a  lot  of 


Tuesday.  July  27. 

The  House,  on  report  of  Mr.  Bibb,  agreed  toi* 
part,  and  dis-agreed  to  the  remainder,  of  the 
amendments  to  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  laying  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  ic. 

Mr.  Troup  reported  a  bill  explanatory  of  the 
bill  for  raising  certain  corps  of  mounted  rangers; 
which  was  read  ihree  times  and  passed. 

The  House  spent  some  lime  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  further  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1813.  but  rose  without  coming  to  a  decision 
thereon,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

[Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the 
compen-iation  proposed  to  be  allowed  as  an  outfit 
to  Mr.  Adams,  as  one  of  the  Russian  Mission. 
The  objection  was,  that,  as  he  already  receives  a 
salary  as  Resident  Minister,  no  other  compensa- 
tion IS  necessary  in  addition  on  account  of  his 
recent  appoiniment.] 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  "laying 
duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies,  on  bonds,  rwtes.  and  obligations,  dis- 
counted by  bank?,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies, and  on  bills  of  exchanije  of  certain  descrip- 
tions," with  amendments.  The  Senate  have  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House 
to  the  bill,  "supplementary  to  the  several  acls 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform 
rule  of  Naturalization,"  with  an  amendment ;  in 
all  which  amendments  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  insisted 
on  their  aineudments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
to  the  bill  ''10  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 


ground  lying  m  the  borough  of  Puisburgh,  m  the  |  the  United  Stales;"  ask  a  conference  on  ihe  dis- 
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Treeing  Voles  of  the  two  Houses,  and  have  ap- 
^inted  rrjanagers  at  the  conference  on  their  part. 

DUTIES  ON  PRIZE  GOODS. 

Tiie  engrossed  bill,  "  for  reducing  tlie  duties 
>yable  o»   prize   goods  captured  by  the  private 
lied  vesisels  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  a 
ltd  lime. 

[And  ot)  the  qut-^lion.  Shall  the  bill  pass?  it 
ssed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  69,  nays  37,  as 
lows : 

Via*— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard, 
tail,  Bowen,  ButJcr.  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
|mBtock,i  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford.  Creighton. 
•  via  of  Pentisylvania,  Dawson,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle, 
^rrow,  Fjndley,  Fiik  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Gholson, 
isgow,  (poodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
^surouck,  Hopkind  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
pC'eys,  Hyneman,  lugersoll,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
i(i»  ig  of  .\ Qjrth  Carolina,  LelTcrtu,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim, 
ij|^Lean  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pmr- 
W,  Pickets,  Rca  of  Penn.,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
»ifpold,  Roane,  Roberta,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of 
'irinylvauia.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
.ylor,  Tejfair,  Troup,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 


T^ncey. 

p^,  Ciliev,  Cu 


essrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Cham- 
pepcr,  Davenport,  Ely,  Eppes,  For- 
*'Jh'  Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Hawts,  Hufty,  Hun- 
K  *ford.  Jarkson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Wi«ig  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovelt,  .Moscley,  Pcar- 
syt,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ridgely, 
I35gglc8,   Shefley.  Sherwood,  Stanford,   Stuart,  Slur- 

fThonipson,  Vose,  Wright,  Wilson  of  Maasachu- 


CONTESTED  ELECTION. 


lMt.  P'i8K.  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
jde  a  luriher  report   on   the   contested  election 
|ween  Tho.mas   M.  Bayly,  d  Virginia,    and 
•RWELL  Bassett;    and    the   said    report    hav- 
i^-  been  'lebated  at  considerable  leogih,  it  was, 
o^inotion  of  Mr.  McKim, 
^ResoUfd,  That  I  he  said  report  be  recommitted 
tf  'the  Co.nrailtee  of  Elections,  with  instructions 
tc^inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  election  in  the 
ci^nty  of  Accomr.c  ;  and  that  the  committee  have 
[ve  to  .111  during  the  .sitting  of  the  House. 
Jfhe  vote  on  recommitment  stood — for  recom- 
njtment  51.  against  it  50. 
'tie  report  was  as  follows : 

'hat  no  evidence  baa  been  exhibited  to  the  com- 
uTtee  to  disprove  the  statement  of  facts  made  in  the 
fer'.nftr  report,  viz :  "that  there  was  neither  rain,  nor 
tt(i  rising  of  the  water-cours^  to  prevent  the  electors 
U^\  attending  on  the  first  day  of  the  election  in  the 
»^l  county  of  Accomac."  The  legality  of  the  election 
ifihdt  county  must,  therefore,  rest  on  the  ground,  that 
a  •reater  number  of  electors  attended  than  could  be 
P'i^ed  on  said  day. 

jI'o  pro\e  that  all  the  electors  who- attended  on  the 
fi^  (lay,  might  have  been  polled  on  said  day,  the  pe- 
til^ner  has  produced  the  accompanying  depositions, 
fr-.ii  No.  4  to  No.  9,  inclusive,  which,  in  substance, 
8t>^,  that  the  election  commenced  between  9  and  10 
oV  ook  in  the  mornin«» ;  in  about  one  hour  afler  it  was 


Parker  to  the  electors,   in  favor  of  Mr,  Banett;  that 

except  this,  it  proceeded  w  ith  great  order  and  rapidity 
from  the  commencement,  save  a  few  minutes'  inter- 
mission several  times  during  the  day,  while  the  quali- 
fication of  an  elector  was  inquired  into,  or  when  no 
voter  offered,  until  about  live  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  voting  became  very  slow  ;  and  but  two  or  three 
votes  were  given  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  though 
proclamation  was  several  times  made,  and  the  sheriff 
frequently  requested  persons  to  vole.  That,  at  the  set- 
ting of  the  sun,  there  were  present  the  two  under- 
sheriffs,  and  two  other  persons  only  who  were  qualified 
to  vote,  who  had  not  voted  ;  and  it  was  repret^ented  to 
the  sheriff  that  some  of  the  voters  had  gone  home,  un- 
der the  expectation  that  the  poll  would  be  continued  ; 
a  continuance  took  place ;  it  was  asked  for  by  the 
friends  of  .Mr.  Bavly,  and  objected  to  by  Mr.  Basiett'e, 
as  also  now  by  himself,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  un- 
necessary and  illegal. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended  by  the  sitting 
member  that  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  an  adjourn- 
ment, to  fulfil  the  spirit  or  intention  of  the  law,  is  a 
matter  left  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  sheriff,  which, 
in  the  present  case,  had  been  properly  exfrcised  ;  that 
the  presence  of  four,  or  any  number  of  legal  voters,  not 
having  voted,  and  claiming  the  right  to  vote,  at  the 
close  of  the  poll  on  the  first  day,  furnished  such  reasons 
and  grounds  for  the  continuance,  as  had  been  approved 
by  universal  practice  through  the  State,  and  sanction- 
ed by  the  Legislature.  In  i-upport  of  which  he  pro- 
duced a  list  of  the  election  polls,  taken  in  various  coun- 
ties, at  different  times,  and  on  different  occasions,  in 
the  State,  accompanied  by  certificates  from  some  of  the 
clerkrt  who  kept  the  same;  also,  the  testimony  of 
Messrs.  Caperton  and  White,  members  of  this  House, 
and  a  certificate  from  the  petitioner,  acknowledging 
that  the  said  election  in  Accomac  was  conducted  with 
honesty  and  impartiality. 

However  desirous  the  committee  may  be  to  sanc- 
tion the  general  usage  of  the  State,  and  respect  the 
construction  given  to  its  law  by  iu  Legislature,  they 
look  in  vain  for  that  usage  or  construction  in  the  evi- 
dence exhibited  by  the  sitting  member.  Among  the 
cases  he  presents  no  two  agree,  nor  does  any  one  of 
them  compare  with  the  one  under  consideration.  This 
diversity  denies  us  the  aid  of  precedent,  and  leaves  this 
case,  as  it  probably  will  all  others  of  a  like  nature,  to 
be  decided  according  to  its  own  particular  merits. 

The  law  of  Virginia  forbids  voting  after  sunset  on 
the  day  of  election,  and  requires  the  poll  to  be  closed 
on  the  first  day,  unless  the  electors  are  prevented  from 
attending  by  the  providential  interposition  of  rain,  or 
the  rising  of  water-courses,  or  when  more  electors  at- 
tend than  can  bt  polled  in  one  day  ;  in  either  of  which 
cases,  and  tlien  only,  the  sheriff  is  authorized  to  con- 
tinue the  poll. 

It  is  presumed  that  those  exceptions  in  the  law  were 
intended  to  favor  those  who,  after  due  diligence,  were 
unable  to  exercise  their  elective  franchise,  but  was 
never  designed  to  indulge  the  negligent,  or  protect  the 
fraudulent.  With  this  view  of  the  law  and  the  evi- 
dence before  us,  no  difficulty  is  found  in  deciding  the 
present  case.  Tho  day  wa»  fine,  the  election  pro- 
gressed with  great  order  and  rapidity;  by  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  nearly  all  had  voted  ;  although  pro- 
clamation was  several  times  made,  and  the  sheriff  fre- 
quently called  for  voters,  yet  but  few  voted  for  the  last 
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present  Imt  foar  persons  who  had  not  voted,  two  of 

them  deputy  sheriffs,  who  had  been  attending  the 
whole  day,  and  nothing  appears  but  that  the  other 
two  had  or  might  have  attended  at  the  same  time.  Why 
did  not  those  four  vote  during  the  day,  or  the  last  hour 
of  It,  when  few  voted,  and  particularly  during  the  half 
hour  in  which  only  two  voted  ?  It  was  surely  the  want 
of  disposition,  and  not  the  want  of  time,  which  pre- 
vented them.  With  these  facts  before  us,  can  it  be 
■aid  that  more  electors  attended  than  could  be  polled 
in  one  day?  Certainly  not;  and  no  other  cause  is 
pretended  or  attempted  to  be  shown  for  tlie  adjourn- 
ment. Under  these  circumstances  the  committee  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  said  continuance  of  the 
poll  in  the  county  of  Accomac  was  improper,  and  not 
warranted  by  law,  and  that  all  the  votes  given  subse- 
quent to  the  said  continuance  are  illegal,  i'hey,  there- 
fore, respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

*'  Resolvfd,  That  the  adjournment  of  the  poll  in  Ac- 
comac county,  in  the  election  between  Burwell  Bas- 
sett and  Thomas  M.  Bayly,  was  illegal,  and  that  the 
votes  taken  in  that  county  subsequent  to  the  said  ad- 
jsurnment  ought  to  be  set  aside." 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Nelson: 

Keiolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exam- 
ine and  report  on  the  propriety  of  conferring  public 
honors  on  the  memory  of  James  Lawrence,  late  Cap- 
tain of  the  United  States  frigate  Chesapeake,  and  of 
Zebulon  M.  Pike,  late  a  Brigadier  General  in  the 
Armies  of  the  United  iStates,  whose  distinguished 
death  in  the  service  of  their  country  add  lustre  to  the 
ch::racler  of  the  American  nation  ;  the  propriety  of 
adopting,  as  the  peculiar  children  of  the  Republic,  the 
sons  of  these  distinguished  heroes,  and  the  propriety 
of  making  provision  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  the 
lamdies  of  tliese  deceased  ot&cers. 

The  resolution  was  read,  aed  debate  arising 
thereon,  the  House  adjourned. 


in\  ^rrupled  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  with  the  consent  j  hour  or  two,  and,  for  the  space  of  about  half  an  hour, 
ofj  the  candidates,  by   an  address   made  by  Levin  E.  |  only  two  voted.     At  the  dose  of  the  polls  there  were 


Wednesday,  July  28. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ihat  the  Senate  have  insisted  on  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill 
'•  laying  dunes  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise;"  and 
ask  a  conference  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the 
said  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  insisting  upon  certain  of  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the 
bill  '•  to  lay  and  colled  a  direct  lax  within  the 
United  States:"  Whereupon, 

liesolced,  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  agree 
to  the  conference  requested  by  the  Senate  upon 
the  subject-matter  thereof;  and  that  Mr.  Bibb. 
Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Robertu,  be  appointed 
managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  insisting  on  cerlaiu  of  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the 
bill  "laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
di»e:"  W'hereupon. 
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Resolved,  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  agree 
to  the  conference  requested  by  the  Senate  upoQ 
the  subj^-ct-maller  thereof;  and  that  Mr.  Bibb, 
Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Roberts,  be  appointed 
managers  at  the  sam*",  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  '•  laying  dutieson  notes  of  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  companies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange 
of  certain  descriptions."  were  read,  and  agreed 
to  in  part  and  disagreed  to  in  (tart. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
amendment  of  this  Hou.se  to  the  bill  "supple- 
mentary to  the  several  acts  heretofore  parsed 
upon  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  natural- 
ization," was  read,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
Nelson,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  additional  appropriation  bill.  The  amount 
of  S43,000  proposed  to  be  appropriated  to  defray 
expenses  of  the  Rus&ian  mission,  was  reduced  to 
S3S,500,  with  a  view  of  allowing  to  John  Q^ 
Adams,  for  bis  services  on  Miid  mission,  $4,500 
instead  of  the  usual  ouiSl  of  S9.000  proposed  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  be  allowed 
to  him. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  [iroviso: 

"  Provided,  That  no  compensation  be  made  to  John 
Q.  Adams,  Minister  Resident,  unless  the  British  Gov- 
ernment  agree  to  send  a  Minister  or  Ministers  to  the 
mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia:  And,  provided. 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  receive  no  part  of 
the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  during  the 
time  he  shall  be  absent  from  the  seat  of  Government 
on  said  mission." 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  said  motion, 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sheffey  to 
add  the  following  proviso  to  the  end  of  a  seciiOQ 
of  the  bill: 

"  Protndfd,  That  nothing  in  this  or  any  other  act 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  any  allow- 
ance to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
Stales,  resident  at  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg,  for  any 
services  as  Minister  to  negotiate  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
with  Great  Britain,  beyond  the  sum  of  $4,5U0,  included 
in  the  appropriation  hereinbefore  menUoned;  which 
sum  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Minis- 
ter, if  the  President  shall  deem  it  proper." 

And.  after  much  debate,  the  question  thereon 
being  taken  by  yeas  and  yeas,  it  appeared  that 
there  were  for  the  amendment  55,  against  it  55, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Benaon,  Bigelow, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Cham- 
pion,  Chappell,  CiUey,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  P'orney,  Forsyth,  Gloninger, 
Goldsborough,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jack- 
son of  Rbode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Montgomery, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pick- 
ens,  Piper,  Pitkin,   Potter,  John    Reed,  KtchardsoQ, 


m 

:<•__ 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


484 


485 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


486 


1 


Lor  R. 


Bounty  to  Privateers— British  Licenses. 


JCLT,  1813. 


^dgely,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Srailh  of  New  York, 
ianford,  Stuart,  Slurgcs,  Thompson,  Vose,  White, 
■^.'ilBon  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright. 
J'Vkas — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard, 
fLmett.  Bibb,  Bowrn,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clopton, 
i\}ni8lock,    Conard,    Crawford,    Creighton.    Davis   of 

1  »nn«yJvania,  Dawson,  Earle,  Eppes,  Findley,  (»hoI- 
,  ^.  Gourdin.  Gritfu.,  (Jrundy,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of 
1<  tu>luckv,  Hubbard,  Humphreys.  Hyneman.  Irwin, 
\-  :>nnedy .  Kerr,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lyie,  McKim, 

Lean,  Moore,  Newton,  Pleasants,  Kea  of  Pennsyl- 
ia,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Roberta,  Rob- 
son,  8«vier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
Virginia.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  TcU'air,  Troup, 
iJdon  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 
The  Fl.JUse  b«>in£:  equally  divided,  the  Speaker 
(^cided  the  said  qnesiion  ia  the  negative.     And 

fbili  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
ding  lo-morrow. 
^  BOUNTV   TO  PRIVATEERS. 

^The  bill  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  offi- 
i^rs,  and  crews  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of 
i,>e  United  Slates,  passed  through  a  Comraittee 
^{  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
JSt  a  third  reading  to-morrow,  in  the  following 
words : 

/l^bUl  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and 

2  crews  of  private  armed  vessels. 

i'iBe  it  tnacted,  A<;  That  a  bounty  of  twenty-five 
pilars  bt  paid  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  the 
iiivate  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  commis- 
i'metl  as  letters  of  marque,  for  each  and  every  prisoner 
l»>  them  captured  and  brought  into  port,  and  delivered 
x\  an  agent  authorized  to  receive  thi-m,  in  any  part  of 
tie    llnilfd    States;    and    that    the    Secretary   of  the 

tffeasury  is  hereby  nuthorized  and  required  to  pay  or 
(;riUM  to  be  paid  to  sucli  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of 
IJMvale  armed  vessels  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  or 
t  »eir  agftnt.  the  aforesaid  bounty  for  each  person  cap- 
«.  jrcd  and  delivered  as  aforesaid. 

'  And  hf  it  furtktr  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  fifty 
^  iousan<^  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 

i  ot  otherwise  appropria'ed,  be,  and  the  same  ia  hereby, 

\  ^)propnaled. 



Thcrsday,  July  29. 

Mr.  Gbc."<dy,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Ulalions,  reportt-d  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '"10 
rohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  parses,  granted  by 
e  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
'^ingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,''  without 
in>endii^ent,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
\  ^'ommi'.iee  of  the  whole  House. 
<  An  I'ligrossed  bill  making  additional  appro- 
*  riaiion»  f)r  the  support  of  Government,  during 
"■  tie  ye»r  1S13.  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
j  An  e.ijrossed  bill  allowing  a  bounty  to  the 
(  wners,  officers,  and  crew-.,  of  the  private  armed 
\  ess<el>.  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
^  The  House  went  in'o  Cominitiee  of  the  Whole, 
^n  the  -bill  from  the  Senate,  making  compensa- 
,•  too  for  wa;Tons  captured  or  destroyed  by  the 
J-aemy  at  Detroit.  Br-fore  the  Cominitiee  had 
one  thfough  the  bill,  it  was  an.nounced  ihat  a 
oTinuirication  from  the  Senate  of  a  co;ifidcniial 
aiure  was  lo  waitiog;  on  which  the  Commiitee 


rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  doors  were  closed 
for  a  few  minutes,  when  they  were  again  opened. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou.se 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendmenls,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  'laying  duties 
on  notes  of  tanks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies, 
on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies,  and  on 
bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions,"  and  ask 
a  conference  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  insisting  on  their  amendments 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "laying 
duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies,  on  bonds,  notes,  and  obligations,  dis- 
counted bv  banks,  bankers, and  certain  companies, 
and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descnptioos  ;" 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  agree 
to  the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate  upon  the 
subject-matter  thereof,  and  that  Mr.  Binn.  Mr. 
Taylor,  and  Mr.  Roberts,  be  appointed  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  BiBiJ,  from  the  managers  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amendments  depend- 
ing between  the  ttvo  Houses  to  the  bill  "  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  made  a  report  , 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BRITI3H  LICENSES. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licences  or  ;>asses 
issued  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 

After  .several  ineffectual  attempts  to  amend  the 
bill,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  PiTiin,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  new  section,  to 
come  in  after  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  as 
follows : 

And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That,  whenever  any  abip 
or  vessel,  seized  and  detained  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and 
for  a  violation  of  the  same,  by  any  private  armed  ves- 
sel of  the  United  States,  shall  be  acquitted  on  trial,  it 
shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  court  before  which  such 
trial  is  had,  in  case  it  shall  appear  to  such  court  that 
such  seizure  and  detention  was  made  without  probable 
cause,  to  order  the  captors  to  pay  to  the  owners  of 
such  ship  or  vessel  such  damages,  for  such  seizure  and 
detention,  as  they  may  judge  just  and  reasonable. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Oaklet,  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "appear,"  in 
the  eighth  line  of  the  second  section,  the  words, 
•  by  the  discovery,  on  board,  of  any  such  license, 
pass,  or  other  instrument." 

An  1  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Another  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Oaklet,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  ioserling,  after  the  wuid     lit- 


* 
1 


I 


« 

i 


I 


JfJLT,  1813. 


Exportation  of  Provisinns. 


H.  or  R. 


lind,''  in  the  fifth  line  of  the  first  section,  the 

words,  •'  or  by  the  Government  of  France." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  38.  nays  70,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YiAS — .Messrs.  Benson,  Bigelow,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Davenport,  Duvall,  Ely,  Geddes,  Hungerford,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Uland,  Kent  of  New  Vork,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Lewis,  Lovett,  Montgomery,  .Moseiey,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  I'lckering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Richard- 
son, Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Stanford,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  WUson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Winter. 

Nats — Me8.>*rs.  .\!ston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Beail,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
pell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  (-'ondict.  Conard,  Crawford, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Gourdin,  (iritlin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Leflerts,  LyIe,  .Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim, McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robert- 
son, Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  VVilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Pickering,  lo 
amend  the  bill  by  sinking  out  the  words  ••the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland," 
and  lo  insert  the  words,  •'  any  loreigii  nation." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pickeri.ng, 
to  amend  the  bill  by  in>erting  the  words.  "  own- 
ers, officers,  and  crew,  of  such,"  in  the  lath  line 
of  the  second  ^ecnon.  after  the  word  ''  or,"  and 
before  the  word  '•  private." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  yeas  78,  nays  3.%  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  .\Uton,  .\ndersoD,  Bard,  Barnett, 
Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
p«<ll,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Coudict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Culpeper,  Davis  of  Pennsyl««nia,  Dawson,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Forney,  For- 
syth, Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  (iourdin.  Griffin, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Irwin,  Ken- 
nedy, Kerr,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle, 
Macon,  McCoy,  .McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pirkenn,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sevier, 
^<eyb^•rl,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford, 
Hlrong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benson,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Caperton,  Champion,  Cheves.  Cilley,  Cooper,  Daven- 
port, Ely,  (iediles,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island.  Kent  of 
New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Moseiey.  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin.  Potter,  John  Reed. 
Kichardson,  Kidgely,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  White,  Wilson  of  Masaa- 
chuselts,  aad  Wualer. 


Fbidat,  July  30. 

Mr.  Thocp  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment ol  certain  officers  of  the  Army  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  during  the  recess 
of  Congress,  (viz.  the  officers  of  the  five  regiments 
changed  by  an  act  of  the  present  session  from 
twelve  months'  to  five  years'  men.)  and  the  bill 
was  twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FisK.  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report,  according  to  instruction,  on  the 
petition  of  Burwell  Bassett,  contesting  the  elec- 
tion of  Thomas  M.  Bayly.  The  report  pronounces 
that  the  election  in  Accomac  county,  in  Virginia, 
was  illegally  held,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  set 
aside. 

Mr.  Benso."«  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
the  report  be  postponed  lo  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next,  and  the  said  motion  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an- 
nouncing that  they  had  passed  the  resolution  for 
adjournment,  with  an  amendment  fixing  on  Mon- 
day next,  as  the  day  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  that  the  amendment  lie  on 
the  table.  After  some  conversation,  the  motion 
was  negatived.  63  to  41.  The  amendment  of  the 
Senate  was  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  ihe  Commillee  of  Conference 
on  the  Direct  Tax  bill,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  Senate.  The  dif- 
ference between  the  Houses,  on  the  other  tax  bills, 
have  also  been  compromised. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  stat- 
ing their  passage  of  the  Loan  bill,  with  a  small 
amendment,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  petition  of  John  Dorsey,  was  dis- 
cussed in  Committee,  and  the  following  resolu- 
tion ultimately  adopted  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  bill  : 

"  Hefolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  oogbt 
to  be  granted." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findley, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  lo  pay, 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  to  such  p^ons  as 
have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Doorkeeper  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  in  addition  to  their  dailf 
pay,  and  to  John  Oswald  Dunn,  the  sura  of  thirty- 
five  dollars  each,  for  their  services. 

EXPORTATION  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Mr.  Newton  rose  to  offi?r  a  resolation  on  the 
subject  of  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  provis- 
ions and  naval  stores.  He  was  constrained  to  in- 
troduce it  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  from 
a  conviction  of  its  importance  and  nece-ssity.  The 
proposition  for  a  general  embargo  had  been  re- 
jected, and  the  bill  prohibiting  the  use  of  licenses 
had  had  the  effect,  hermetically,  to  seal  our  ports 
against  the  egress  of  our  own  vessels.  Tiie  con- 
sequence would  be,  that  British  vessels  would 
as:iume  the  neutral  character,  and  a  fraudulent 
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i§tercouiv;e  would  be  carried  on  with  the  eneroy. 

favor  fvh'ch  Porto  Rico  and  Guadaloupe  had 
en  rfc'jTitljf  cedrd  to  Sweden,   to  make  them 

trepots  for  this  commerce  with  the  enemy  car- 
ii|'d  on  lender  the  disguise  of  the  neutral  flag, 
^r.  N.  wished  to  prevt-nl  the  enemy,  now  hover- 
y,ff  on  oijr  coast,  from  receiving  supplies  in  this 
jfcllusiveiraanner,  and,  by  making  tlie  war  more 
fVcisive  Jn  its  character,  to  bring  it  to  an  earlier 
►jkminaiton.  With  these  views,  he  moved  the 
Qlopiionjof  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolve'il,  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
li>  in»trui-ted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  pro- 
ttititing  tkie  exportuCion  of  provisions  and  naval  stores 
M  foreign  bottoms,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
tf  bill  or  ptherwise. 

-J  The  Hou^e  agreed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  to  con- 
li^Jer  the  resolution. 

^  On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Grdndy,  seconded  by  Mr. 
RA^HOi'H,  the  resolution  was  so  amended  as  to 
^fer  tbt«  subject  thereof  to  the  Committee  of 
yommcpceand  Manufactures,  instead  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations. 
n  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Bigelow  opposed  the 
J)ject  of  the  niotion  with  some  warmtti. 

A  mulion   was   made  to   postpone  indefinitely 
[le  further  consideration  of  the  resolve  ;  and  the 

eslion  thereon  havinjT  been  taken   by  yeas  and 
ays.  was  decided  as  follows:  For  indefinite  post- 

□emect  59,  againsft  it  53. 

bo  the  resolution  was   indefinitely  postponed  ; 
"•  other  words,  rejected. 

*  DIPLOMATIC  EXPENSES,  Ac. 
The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  for 

(  onsideration  by  Mr.  Eppes: 

?<  1.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
J  tttes  tie  requested  to  cause  to  he  laid  before  this 
>  louse,  at  the  comBiencement  of  the  next  session  of 
;  'ongrew,  copies  of  the  accounts  of  the  different  Min- 
sters PUnipotentiary,  Envoys  Extraordinary,  i!*ecreta- 
^  les  of  Legation,  Hiid  Consuls,  appointed  under  the 
"  uthority  of  the  U;iited  States,  from  the  commence- 
']  lent  ot  the  present  Government;  with  a  statement  of 
'  be  sum  allowed  to  each,  under  the  different  items  of 
^  utfit,  sniary,  and  contingencies,  including  the  items 
>2f  the  luntingent  expenses,  and  any  other  information 
*l >*nding.to  show  the  princij)le8  on  which  such  accounts 
^  lave  been  adjusted  and  settled. 

»  3.  Ketoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
,  Uates  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
^  louse,  »t  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
i  'ongreiis,  a  detailed  account  of  the  expenses  incurred 
'  ti  the  Treaty  with  Algiers,  including  the  several  sum* 

*  laid  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  the  items  of  the  con- 
^  Ingf  nt  'expenses  attending  the  same. 

S  '•  •'.  Ht^olred,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed 

Mi   prepare,   and    lay    before   this   House,  at  the  com- 

•*  iiencenient  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  general 

view  of  the  unsettled   accounts  in   the  offices  of  Pay- 

^-lajter  und  Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  dis- 

nguishing  the  amount  of  such  accounts,  the  period 

t  whit  I)  ihey  have  been  presented  for  settlement,  and 

t>ugg^Ft  any  measures  which  he  may  consider  neces- 

arj    to   secure    the    accountability    of  public  agents, 

nd  prevent  the  future  accumulation  of  unsettled  ac- 

ounu  in  the  offices  of  the  Paymaster  (Jeneral  or  Ac- 

unlant  of  the  Wax  Department. 


i 


4.  Ruolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
instructed  to  prepare,  and  lay  before  this  House,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a 
general  view  of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  the  office  of 
.\ccountant  of  the  Navy  Department,  distinguishing 
the  amount  of  such  accounts,  and  the  period  at  whicn 
they  have  been  presented,  and  to  suggest  such  meas- 
ures as  he  may  consider  necessary  to  secure  the  ac- 
countability of  public  agents,  and  prevent  the  future 
accumulation  of  unsettled  accounts  in  that  office. 

.•).  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  prepare,  and  report  to  this  House,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a 
general  view  of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  the  office 
of  Auditor  of  the  United  Stales,  distinguishing  the 
amount  of  such  accounts,  the  period  at  which  they 
have  been  presented,  and  to  suggest  such  measures  as 
he  may  consider  necessary  to  prevent  the  future  accu- 
mulation of  unsettled  accounts  in  that  office. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  first  resolutioa 
wa':  amended  by  inserting  the  words  "  Secretaries 
of  LegatioD,"  after  the  words  '•  Envoys  Extraor- 
dinary." 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Pickeri.ng,  the  second  reso- 
lution was  amended  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof, 
the  following:  "and  all  other  expenditures  in  re- 
lation to  the  Barbary  Power^,  including  those 
occasioned  by  the  war  with  Tripoli,  and  tlie  mak- 
ing of  a  peace  with  that  Regency." 

The  above  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to,  as 
amended. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Eppes  and  Pitki.n  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolu- 
tions to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Satdrday,  July  3L 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  the  collection  of  inter- 
nal duties,  and  for  the  appointment  and  compen- 
sation of  assessors;"  also,  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  slain,  and  for 
militia  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  ;"  and  al>o  the  bill  "concerning  invalid 
pensioners;"  with  amendments  to  each,  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  to  all  these  bills  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  McKtM  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joshua  Dorsey  ;  which  was  read  three  times,  and 
passed. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  supplement- 
ary report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the 
contested  election  of  J.  P.  Hu.ngerkord  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sheffey,  postponed  to  the  first 
day  of  the  next  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iaformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill "  giving  fur- 
ther time  '"or  registering  claim?  to  land  in  the  late 
district  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, and  for  other  purposes  ;"  aUo,  the  bill  '"for 
the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late 
United  States'  brig  Vixen  ;"  also,  the  bill  '•  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
better  regulalioD  of  the  ordnance  ;"  with  amead- 
mcQls  to  each. 
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The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  all  the  said  ' 
bills  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  HoUi>e.     I 

BRITISH  BARBARITIES.  | 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  : 
referred    that    part   of  the    President's    Message 
which  relates  to  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which 
the  war  has  been  waged  by  the  enemy,  made  a  ; 
report,  including  a  voluminous  mass  of  testimony 
on  the  subject.     The  report  is  as  follows:  I 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  ' 
President'rt  Message,  which  rt'lates  to  the  spirit  and 
manner   in  which  the  war   has    been  waged  by  the  . 
enemy,  report:  j 

That  they  have  collected  and  arranged  all  the  testi- 
mony on  this  subject  which  could  at   this  time  be  pro- 
cured.    This  testimony  is  submitted  to  the  considera-  | 
tion  of  the  House,  arranged  under  the  following  heads  : 

1.  Bad  treatment  of  American  prisoners; 

2.  Detention  of  American   prisoners  as  British  sub-  \ 
jecta,  on  the  plea  of  nativity  in  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  or  of  naturalization  ;  ! 

3.  Detention  of  mariners  as  prisoners  of  war,  who  | 
were  in  Englarul  when  the  war  was  declared;  j 

4.  Compulsory  service  of  impressed  American  sea-  ' 
men  on  board  British  ships  of  war; 

5.  Violation  of  flags  of  truce  ; 

6.  Ransom  of  .\merican  prisoners  from  Indians  in 
the  British  service  ; 

7.  Pillage  and  destruction  of  private  property  on 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  in  the  neighboring  country  : 

8.  Massacre  and  burning  of  .\merican  prisoners 
surrendered  to  officers  of  (ireat  Britain,  by  Indians  in 
the  British  service ;  abandonment  of  the  remains  of 
Americans  killed  in  battle,  or  murdered  after  the  sur- 
render to  the  British;  the  pillage  and  shooting  of 
American  citizens,  and  the  burning  of  their  houses 
after  surrender  to  the  British  under  the  guarantee  of 
protection ; 

9.  Outrages  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia. 

The  evidence  under  the  first  head  demonstrates  that 
the  British  Government  has  adopted  a  rigor  of  regu- 
lation unfriendly  to  the  comfort,  and  apparently  unne- 
cessary to  the  safekeeping  of  .American  prisoners  gen- 
erally. It  shows,  also,  instances  of  a  departure  from 
the  customary  rule^^  of  war  by  the  selection  and  con- 
finement in  close  prisons  of  particular  persons,  and 
the  transportation  of  them  for  undefined  causes  from 
the  ports  of  the  British  colonies  to  the  island  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  evidence  under  the  second  head  establishes  the 
fact,  that  however  the  practice  of  detaining  American 
citizens  as  British  subjects  may  be  regarded  as  to  the 
principle  it  involves,  that  such  detentions  continue  to 
occur  through  the  agency  of  the  naval  and  other  com- 
manders of  that  Government.  It  proves,  too,  that 
however  unwilling  to  allow  other  nations  to  naturalize 
her  subjects,  (iirat  Britain  is  disposed  to  enforce  the 
obligation  entered  into  by  their  citizens  when  natural- 
ized under  her  own  laws.  This  practice,  even  sup- 
posing the  release  of  every  person  thus  detained,  obvi- 
ously subjects  our  captured  citizens,  upon  mere  suspi- 
cion, to  hardships  and  perils  from  which  they  ought  to 
be  exempt  according  to  the  established  rules  in  relation 
to  prisoners  of  war. 

The  evidence  under  the  third  head  shows,  that 
while  all  other  American  citizens  were  permitted  to 
depart  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  declaration 
of  war,  all   mariners  who  were   in   the  dominions  of 


Great  Britain,  whether  they  resorted  to  her  porta  in 
time  of  peace  for  lawful  purposes,  or  were  forcetl  into 
them  under  pretence  of  illegal  commerce,  are  consid- 
ered prisoners  of  war.  The  injustice  of  this  exception 
is  not  more  apparent  than  the  jealousy  it  discloses  to- 
wards that  useful  class  of  our  follow-citizens.  But  the 
committee  can  but  remark,  that  if  the  practice  of 
hiring  .American  seamen  to  navigate  British  vesriels  ia 
generally  adopted  and  authorized,  and  that  it  it  suf- 
fered, appears  from  the  advertisement  of  George  Maude, 
the  British  agent  at  Port  Royal,  which  is  to  be  found 
with  the  testimony  collected  under  the  first  head,  that 
the  naval  strength  of  that  empire  will  be  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  our  seamen  in  bondage. 
The  present  war  having  changed  the  relation  of  the 
two  countries,  the  pretended  right  of  impressment  can 
no  longer  be  exercised,  but  the  same  end  may  l>e  ac- 
complished by  the  substitution  of  this  mode.  Every 
seaman  thus  employed  (the  terms  of  whose  engage- 
ment have  not  been  ascertained)  increases  the  naval 
strength  of  the  enemy,  not  only  by  depriving  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  his  active  services,  but  by  enabling  Great 
Britain  to  carry  on  and  even  extend  her  commerce 
without  diminishing  the  number  of  sailors  employed 
in  her  vessels  of  war. 

The  testimony  collected  under  the  fourth  head 
proves,  that  it  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  officers  of 
British  armed  vessels  to  force  impressed  Americans  to 
serve  against  their  country  by  threats,  by  corporal  pun- 
ishment, and  even  by  the  fear  of  immediate  execution ; 
an  instructing  commentary  upon  the  professions  of  the 
Government  of  its  readiness  to  release  impressed 
American  seamen  found  on  board  ships  of  war! 

On  the  evidence  collected  under  the  fifth  head,  it  if 
only  necessary  to  observe  that,  in  one  case,  the  case  of 
Dr.  .McKeehan,  the  enormity  is  increased  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  flag  being  divested  of  everything  of 
a  hostile  character,  having  solely  for  its  object  the  re- 
lief of  the  wounded  and  suffering  prisoners  who  were 
taken  at  the  river  Raisin,  on  the  22d  January,  1813. 
The  treatment  of  Dr.  McKeehan,  not  by  the  allies  of 
Great  Britain,  but  by  the  officers  of  her  army,  can 
only  be  rationally  accounted  for  by  the  supposition, 
that  it  was  considered  good  policy  to  deter  American 
surgeons  from  going  to  the  relief  of  their  countrymen, 
as  the  Indian  surgeons  had  a  more  speedy  and  effec- 
tual mode  of  relieving  their  sufferings. 

The  evidence  respecting  the  ransom  of  American 
prisoners  from  Indians,  collected  under  the  sixth  head, 
deserves  attention,  principally  from  the  policy  it  indi- 
cates, and  as  it  is  connected  with  Indian  cruelties. 
Considering  the  savages  as  an  auxiliary  military  force, 
in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  the  amount  of  ransom  may 
be  regarded  as  part  of  their  stipulated  compensation 
for  military  service;  and  as  ransoms  would  be  in- 
creased and  their  value  enhanced  by  the  terror  inspired 
by  the  most  shocking  barbarities,  it  may  be  fairly  con- 
cluded, whatever  may  be  the  intention  of  the  British 
Government,  that  the  practice  of  redeeming  captives 
by  pecuniary  means  will  be  occasionally  quickened  by 
the  butchery  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  by  indignities 
offered  to  their  remains ;  as  long  as  the  Indians  are 
employed  by  the  enemy.  The  justice  of  this  conclu- 
sion is  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  those  witnesses 
who  were  retained  after  ransom  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  testimony  collected  under  the  seventh  head 
shows,  that  the  private  property  of  unarmed  citizens 
has  been  pillaged  by  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  Brit- 
ish vessels  of  war  on  our  coast,  their  bouses  burnt,  and 
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lacet  (if  poblic  wonhip  matilated  and  defiled.    It  ap- 
jar«  t|ial  the  officers,  animated   by  the  presence  of  j 
dmirsi    Cockburri.  particularly  di«tingui«hed    ihena- 
elsea  m  these  exploits.     This   evidence  proves,  that 
ey  were  governed  by  the  combined  motives  of  avarice 
nd  revenge  ;   not  satisfied  with   bearing  off,  for  their 
wn  convenience,  the  valuable  articles  found,  the  others 
?/bich  fijrnished  no  alluremenU  to  their  cupidity,  were 
a/itoniy  defaced  and  destroyed.     It  has  been  alleged, 
1  |(alh^iion  of  these  acts  of  wanton  cruelty,  that  a  flag 
nt  on:  shore  by  the  Admiral  was  fired  upon  by  the 
nieric»n   militia.     The  evidence  proves  this  not  to 
^e  the  fact.     This  pretence  has  been  resorted  to  only 
"fb  excupe  conduct  which  no  circumstances  can  justify. 
"/  The  -Committee  forbear  to  make  any  observations 
Apon   tjie  testimony  collected  under  the  eighth  head, 
2fom  a  perlVct  conviction  that  no  person  of  this  or  any 
•♦ther  nation  can  r^-ad  the  simple  narrative  of  the  dif- 
ferent   witnesses  of  the   grossest  violations  of  honor, 
ftoslice,  and  humanity,  without  the  strongest  emotions 
If  indignation  and  horror.     That  these  outrages  were 
l^erpetrated   by  Indians,  is   neither  palliation  nor  ex- 
cuse.      Every    civiliied  nation    is  answeraWe   for  the 
foiiduct  of  the  allies  under  their  command,  and  while 
Ihty  partake  of  the  advanUges  of  their   success,  they 
•ire   equally   partakers  of  the   odium  of  their  cnmes. 
J^be   BVitish  forces  concerned  in  the  affair  of  the  22d, 
^t  the  jivtr  Raisin,  are  more  deeply  implicated  in  the 
Jnfamyof  these  transactions  than  by  this  mode  of  rea- 
^ning,  however  correct.     The   massacre  of   the  'i3d 
"Januarw,  after  the  ca[iilulaUon,  was  perpetrated  wilb- 
'  )Ut  any  exertion   on  their   part  to  prevent  it ;  indeed, 
t  IS    a,'parent,  from  all  the  circumstances,  that  if  the 
'  (kitish    officers   did  not  connive  at  their    destruction, 
ihty  were  criminally  indifferent  about   the  fate  of  the 
ffdunded  prisoners.     But  what   marks  more  strongly 
thf  degradation  of  the  character  of  the  British  soldiers, 
s  the  refusal  of  the  last  offices  of  humanity  to  the 
I  XKlies^of  the  dead.     The  bodies  of  our  countrymen 
J,»ere  <x posed  to  every  indignity,  and  became  foo«l  for 
brutes  in  the  sight  of  men  who  affect  a  sacred   regard 
jko  the  dictates  of  honor    and  religion.     Low  indeed  is 
ahe  character  of  that  army  whi<  h  is  reduced  to  the 
•onfeasion.  that  their  savage  auxiliaries  will  not  permit 
h..m   to  perform  the  rites  of  sepulture  to  the  slain. 
The  Committee  have  not  been   able  to  discover  even 
e  expression  of  that  detestation  which  such  conduct 
/faiust  inspire  from  ihe  military  or  civil  authority  on  the 
aCanadian  frontier,  unless  such  detestation  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed from  the  choice  of  an  Indian   trophy  as  an  or- 
■»iamelit  for  the  Legislative  Hall  of  Upper  Canada. 
9    The  Committee  have  considered  it  their  duty  to  sub- 
imit  the  evidence  collected  under  the  ninth  head,  of  the 
i*lrocitie8  committed  at  Hampton,  although  these  enor- 
mities^ have  been  commitU'd  since  their  appointment. 
J'rbeMT  barbarities  may  be  rationally   considered  as  the 
'onse^uence  of  the  example  set  by  the  officers  of  the 
iaval 'force  op  our  coast.     Human  turp-.tude  is  always 
.'progressive,  and  soldiers   are   prepared  for   the  perpe- 
uatiof  of  the  most  dreadful  crimes  by  the  commission 
%.f  miiior  offences  with    impunity.     That  troops  who 
iiaJ  bfen  instigated  by  the  example  of  their  officers,  to 
Jplundfcr  the  properly  and  burn  the  houses  of  unarmed 
ViDzeiU,  should  proceed  to  rape  and  murder,  need  not 
jcxcite*  surprise,  however  it  may  inspire   horror.     For 
'^very   detestable  violation  of  humanity   an  excuse  is 
;"\fabncuted  or  found.     The  wounded  prisoners  on  the 
viNortliern  frontier  were  massacred  by  Indians;  the  sick 
'*jnurd;red,and  the  women  violated,  at  Hampton,  by  the 
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foreign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain.  These 
pretexts,  admitting  them  to  be  true,  are  as  disgraceful 
as  the  conduct  which  made  a  resort  to  them  necessary. 
Honor  and  magnanimity  not  only  forbid  the  soldier  to 
perpetrate  crimes,  but  require  every  exertion  on  his 
part  to  prevent  them.  If,  in  defiance  of  discipline,  acta 
of  violence  are  committed  upon  any  individual  entitled 
to  protection,  the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  offender 
can  alone  vindicate  the  reputation  of  the  nation  by 
whom  he  is  employed.  Whether  such  exertions  were 
made  by  the  British  soldiers,  or  the  character  of  the 
British  nation  thus  vindicated,  the  evidence  will  »how. 
The  shrieks  of  the  innocent  victims  of  infernal  lust 
at  Hampton  were  heard  by  the  American  prisoners, 
but  were  too  weak  to  reach  the  ears  or  disturb  the 
repose  of  the  British  officers,  whose  duty,  as  men.  re- 
quired them  to  protect  every  female  whom  the  fortune 
of  war  had  thrown  into  their  power.  The  Committee 
will  not  dwell  on  this  hateful  subject.  Human  lan- 
guage affords  no  terms  strong  enough  to  express  the 
emotions  which  the  examination  of  this  evidence  has 
awakened  ;  they  rejoice  that  these  acU  have  appeared 
so  incredible  to  the  American  people.  And  for  the 
honor  of  human  nature  they  deeply  regret  that  the  evi- 
dence so  clearly  establishes  their  truth.  In  the  corre»- 
pondence  between  the  commander  of  the  American 
and  British  forces  will  be  found  what  is  equivalent  to 
an  admission  of  the  facts  by  the  British  commander. 
The  Committee  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  punishment 
of  the  offenders  has  followed  the  conviction  of  their 
guilt.*  The  power  of  reUliation  being  vested  by  law 
in  the  Executive  Magistrate,  no  measure  is  considered 
nece^isary  to  be  propoted,  but  the  resolution  annexed 
to  this  report. 

\»  such   enormities,  instead  of  inspiring  terror  a« 

I  was    probably   intended,  are,  in    the    opinion  of   the 

'  Committee,  calculated  to    produce  a  contrary  effect, 

i  they  8ul>Tnit   for  the  consideration   of  the   House  the 

following  resolution  : 

Ratvlved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  iStates 
be  requested  to  have  collected  and  presented  to  this 
I  House,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war, 
I  evidence  of  every  departure  by  the  enemy  from  the 
I  ordinary  uiodec  of  conducting  war  among  avilixed 
j  nations. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  and  a  coramit- 

tee  appointed  to  present  tlie  same  to   the  Pre:i- 

ident. 

j      On  motion  of  Mr.  Gru.ndy,  500O  copies  of  said 

report  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  ol 

■  the  members. 

[See  Appendix  for  the  documents.] 

j      PROPERTY  LOST  AT  DETROIT. 

The  Hou?e  resolved   itself  into  a  Coramillee 
'■  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  luak- 
;  ing  compensation  for  wagons  and  team!>  captured 
or   destroyed   by  tUe   enemy  at   Detroit,"  and  on 
the  report  of  the  Commutee  ol'  Claims  thereon  ; 
and.  alter  some  time  spent  therein   the  Commit- 
tee ro&e.  and  reported   their  disagreement  to  the 
said  report,  and  agreed  to  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 
j      Mr.  McLean,  said   that,  urged  by  a  sense  of 
I  duty,  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  asking  this  com- 
mittee not  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims.     Nothing  was  further   from   ray 
expectation  (said  he)  than  an  uutavorable  report 
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upon  this  subject.     The  justice  of  the  claims  for  1 
which  the  bill  is  intended  to  provide,  had  been 
presented  to  my  mind  in  such  a  stnkmg  manner.  ^ 
that  I  had  not  supposed  the  Committee  of  Claims 
would  have  hesitated  in  sanctioning  the  bill,  nor  ! 
this  House    in  parsing  it;  and.  notwithstanding  1 
the    unfavorable   impression  entertained   by  the  ; 
Committee  of  Claims,  I  flatter  myself,  that  thi< 
committee  will  only  require  an  acquaintance  with  | 
the   merits  of  the  claims  speci6ed  in  the   bill,  to  ; 
convince  ihem  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  in  ! 
rejecting  the  bill  have  proceeded  upon  mistaken 
premises.  ] 

When  a  resolution  was  submitted  by  me  some 
weeks  ago  on  this  subject,  I  was  under  an  impres- 
sion  that  the  great  proportion  of  these  wagons 
and  teams  had  been  taken  into  the  service  by  ac- 
tual   impressment;   but.  on   further   examination' 
into  the  evidence  submitted    to  the  Committee 
vi  Claims,  and  on  conversing  with  the  then  acting  ' 
Q,uariermaster  General.  I  find  my  impression  was  ! 
not    altogether    correct.     And    I    cannot    refrain 
from   expressing    my   gratification   that   on    this 
point  I  had  been  misinformed. 

Ii  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the  Spring  of  the  j 
year  1812,  a  detachment  principally  composed  of' 
Ohio  militia  was  organized  and  placed  under  the 
command  of  General    Hull.     No   sooner   was  it 
announced  to  the  citizens  of  Ohio  that  their  coun- 
try required  their  services,  than  a  sufficient  num- 
ber voluntarily  sacrificed  the  scenes  of  domestic 
happiness,  and  tendered  their  services.    The  ranks 
were  immediately  filled.     The  same  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism which  induced  citizens  to  make  a  tender 
of  their   personal   services,   influenced    others  to 
make  a  like  sacrifice,  and   render  a  service  with 
their   property.     At   the   time   the   contract  was 
made  between  the  owners  of  these  wagons  and 
teams  and  the  agents  of  the  Government,  it  was 
understood  by  both  parties  that,  in  the  event  of 
a  loss,  a  remuneration   would  be  made.     An  as- 
surance to  this  effect  was  given  to  the  owners  of 
this  property,  not  only  by  the  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral, but  by  theCommander-in-Chief  of  the  Army. 
That  a  remuneration  was  intended  in  the  event  of 
a  loss,  the  owners  of  the  property  had  a  right  to 
conclude,  not   only  from   the  express  assurances 
given,  hut   from   the   fact  of  the   property  being 
valued.  What  purpose  was  the  valuation  intended 
to  answer?     Certainly  it  was  not  a  mere  form. 
No  object  could  be  obtained  by  it,  unless  it  were 
intended  as  a  criterion  for  compensation,  should 
the  property  become  lost.     Under  these  impres- 
sions,  many   citizens,   without   being   impressed, 
engaged  their  wagons  and  teams  in  the  public 
service.     It  was  not  expected  that  their  services 
would  be  required  farther  than  the  Rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  the  Lake.     From  that  place  it  was  cal- 
culated to  transport  the  baggage  uf  the  army  by 
water  ;  and   I  am   informed   it   was   thought  by 
many,  teams  could  have  been  discharged  short  of 
the  rapids.     The  owners  of  these  teams  were  not 
induced  to  enter  into  this  contract  through  mo- 
tives of  speculation  ;  they  were  aware  of  some  of 
the  many  difficulties,  iliey  would  have  to  encoun- 
ter.    The  march  of  the  army  led  through  a  wil- 


derness filled  with  obstacles.     To  have  engaged 
in  such  a  service  under  a  contract   that  did   not 
secure  them  in  some  measure  from   loss,  would 
have  been  doing  injustice  to  themselves  and  to 
their  families.     They  were  patriotic — they  were 
willing  to  share  in  the  dangers  of  the  army  ;  but 
to  have  expected  more  than  a  personal  risk,  to 
have  required  a  risk  of  their  property  engaged  in 
the  service,  would  have  been  imposing  on  them 
a  burdeu  too  heavy  to  be  borne.     On  the  arrival 
of  the  army  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami,  many 
of  the  owners  of  wagons  and  teams  were  anxious 
to  return.     They  had  not  calculated  on  progress- 
ing farther — their  teams  had  become  worsted  by 
fatigue,  and  for  want  of  forage.     Some  were  dis- 
charged ;  others  were  compelled  to  go  by  positive 
command.     They  had  no  control  over  their  pro- 
perty, either  as  to  the  manner  of  its  employment. 
or  the  duration  of  its  service     They  were  com- 
pelled   to .  render   as    implicit   obedience    to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  as  the  soldier  in  the  ranks. 
They  progressed  with  the  army  to  Detroit,  and 
continued  in  its  service  until  the  disgraceful  sur- 
render.    Their    wagons    and  teams  were    taken 
by  the  enemy  ;  not  as  private    property,  but  as 
property    belonging   to  the    Government,  or   for 
which    It   was   liable   to  the    respective  owners. 
The  enemy  will  never  admit  that,  in  the  seizure 
of  this  property,  they  violated  the  articles  of  ca- 
pitulation.    A  regular  list  of  the  owners  of  these 
teams  was  made   out — ihey  were  considered  as 
being  attached  to  the  array — they  shared  in  its 
dangers — they  participated  in  its  fate. 

From  this  statement  of  facts,  the  question  arises, 
whether  the  owners  of  tliis  property  are  entitled 
to  remuneration  ?  It  will  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  difficulties  raised  by  the  Committee 
of  Claim-;,  to  examine  the  principles  on  which 
their  report  is  predicated.  An  objection  is  made, 
because  the  service  with  this  property  was  ren- 
dered voluntarily.  In  this  I  had  supposed  a 
strons:  reason  would  have  been  found  for  an  am- 
ple and  speedy  remuneration.  When  a  call  is 
made  for  the  personal  services  of  our  countrymen, 
and  when  those  services  are  rendered  voluntarily, 
1  they  are  deemed  more  honorable  than  services 
rendered  by  compulsion.  No  sight  is  more  pleas- 
ing than  to  see  the  citizens  of  our  country,  when 
public  emergencies  require,  rally  around  the  na- 
:  tional  standapd.  This  principle  ought  to  be  cher- 
ished—  it  is  (he  love  of  country — one  of  the  most 
noble  principles  that  is  found  in  the  American 
bosom.  For  my  own  part.  I  can  discover  no  es- 
sential difference  between  a  service  rendered  in 
the  ranks,  and  a  service  rendered  with  property; 
the  latter  is  as  necessary  as  the  former — with- 
out it  no  valuaMe  object  could  be  accomplished. 
Sir,  this  disposition.  I  am  proud  to  acknowledge, 
has  prevailed  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  Such  was 
the  anxiety  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  ser- 
j  vice,  and  so  willing  were  the  citizens  generally  to 
contribute  to  the  attainment  of  this  object,  that 
the  citizen  who  was  not  willing  to  relinquish  any 
species  of  properly,  hov/ever  inconvenient  to  him- 
'  self  for  the  public  good,  was  marked  as  acting  a 
,  dishonorable  part.     Had  it  not  been  for  thisdispo- 
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Property  loH  at  Detroit. 


Jolt,  1813. 


^t^on,  ihe  fir.^t  Nurtliwesitern  army  could  not  have 
AiarcheJ.  The  necessary  supplies  were  furnished 
4ji  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  patriotic  citi- 
■^eijs  uf  the  State.     Money  for  the  payment  of 

thii  troops  in  a  considerable  decree  was  furnished 
fojn  itie  same  source.     One  banking  institution. 

n  <ht^  town  of  Cincinnati,  advanced  for  the  bene- 

t,-jf  tjie  army  more  than  $500,000  in  actual  cash, 
his  was  a  voluntary  act.  wthout  any  particular 
3)l*'dee  on  the  part  of  the  Government.     Because 

t  wa^  a  voluntary  act.  does  it  manifest  a  less  de- 
ree  of  patriotism  m  the  members  of  that  insti- 

mioD.  or  are  ihey  the  less  entitled,  if  they  have 

loi  received  it,  to  a  speedy  remuneration? 
^  'fbe  Commiltte  of  Claims,  for  the  purpose  of 
ylccidating  the  principle  governing  their  decision, 
Jiave  supposed  the  case  to  have  existed  between 
\j)r»vate  individuals — where,  the  property  being 
:|iiied  on  a  hazardous  enterprise,  equally  known 
io  both  parties,  ih<  loss  without  the  negligence  of 

he-  hucr,  sustained  by  the  owner,  it  is  not  diflfi- 

u!t  to  raise  a  presumption  and  on  supposed  pre-  i 
uses  give  a  correct  decision.  But  it  is  often  dif-  ' 
cult  to  suppose  a  case  precisely  similar  in  all  its  | 

)arts  to  the  one  intended.     I  am  willing  to  suppose  i 
>  h«  case  under  consideration  to  have  existed   be- 
'  ween  citizens  in  private  life,  and  have  no  hesita- 1 
j  anon  in  giving  it  as  my  opinion,  a  recovery  could  [ 
1  5e  obtained  in  a  court  of  justice.     Add    to  these  . 
^  pircumstances  of  the  contract  that  the  owners  of  1 
\  ;h.s  property  were  informed,  unless  they  rendered  j 
A  voluntary  service,  compulsive  means  would   be  I 
>e;;orted  to,  and  taking  the  nature  of  the  contract 
Jn'.o  view,  surely  no   one  can  be   found  who  will 
2)e^itate  on  the  subject.     But  it  is  insinuated  in  the 
Seport.  that  the  officers  of  the  army  bad  no  power 
'\o  give  assurance  of  indemnification,  and  that  no- 
Mhing  can  be  claimed  by  virtue  of  them.     Sir,  I 
iginx  not  satisfiid  with  the  correctness  of  tliis  prin- 
ciple.   What  is  the  nature  of  impressment  ?    Does 
Jt  give  any  additional  security  to  the  rights  of  the 
Jjitizen  ?     Is  it  not  intended  entirely  for  the  bene- 
J^i  of  Government  ?     Giving  power  to  its  agents 
yto  sei/e  the  properly  of  the  citizen  when  the  pub- 
flic  exigencies  require — putting  it  out  of  the  power 
?of  the  citizen  by  a  refusal  to  defeat  the  public  ser- 
Ivice..    But,  because  in  extreme  cases  this   power 
.•IS  given  to  your  commanding  officers,  does  it  ne- 
*tessarily  follow  that   they  are  not  authorized  to 
>iuake  other  contracts  obligatory  on   the  Govern- 
•tnent  1     Are  not  your  officers  in  fact  authorized 
Ho   mjke  absolute  purchases  of  such  species   of 
Ifcpropeny  as  the  service  may  require  7     If  they  are  j 
iMuiboriZed    to   make  an  absolute  purchase,  may 

ihey  not  make  a  conditional  one — more  to  the 
■^dvantage  of  Government — a  purchase  to  become 
libsoliite  in  case  the  property  should  be  lost  ?     Sir, 

•n  giv  ing  these  assurances  the  officers  of  the  array 
ilid  not  rest  their  opinion  on  mere  conjecture. 
fl-*ro}>eriy  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of 
-Tippecanoe  had  been  paid  for  by  the  Govero- 
ifnent.  This  precedent  was  fresh  in  their  recol- 
Ceciion — add  to  this,  every  other  case  of  a  similar 
•laiure  since  the  institution  of  the  Government, 
Siiid  no  one  can  longer  doubt,  that  the  officers  of 
^ht  McfTthwesteru  army  were  authorized   to  give 
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the  assurances  they  did.  The  Government  had 
become  pledged  by  its  solemn  acts,  from  which 
in  similar  cases  it  cannot  recede  without  mani- 
fest injustice.  Advert  to  the  transactions  at  the 
Rapids  of  the  Miami  ;  additional  assurances  are 
there  given.  The  owners  of  the  property,  not 
having  calculated  on  their  services  being  required 
farther,  were  reluctant  to  proceed — they  were 
commanded  to  progress  with  the  array;  they  had 
no  direction  over  their  property,  it  was  cora- 
pletely  under  the  control  of  the  commanding  Gene- 
ral— they  were  compelled  to  obey. 

Pursue  the  reasoning  of  the  committee — sup- 
pose the  case  to  have  existed  between  private  in- 
dividuals— I  would  ask  if  the  property  had  be- 
come lost  through  the  negligence  or  improper  con- 
duct of  the  hirer,  whether  he  would  not  be  ac- 
countable to  the  owner  ?  I  am  aware  that  I  may 
here  be  met  with  a  general  presumption,  that 
every  officer  is  pre.tumed  to  have  done  his  duty, 
until  he  be  regularly  convicted.  But,  sir,  in  this 
instance,  the  act  is  too  glaring  to  admit  of  such  a 
presum[ition — from  the  highest  ofllicer  next  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  down  to  the  private  in  the 
ranks,  but  one  opinion  exists,  and  that  is,  that  the 
surrender  of  Detroit  was  unnecessary.  All  who 
witnessed  the  disgraceful  scene  bear  testimony  to 
the  fact,  and  all  who  learn  a  correct  relation  of 
the  circumstances,  concur  in  the  same  opinion. 
By  this  act,  the  property  of  these  citizens  passed 
into  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  And  are  they 
to  be  refused  a  compensation  ?  They  have  ap- 
pealed to  their  country — shall  they  meet  with  a 
denial?  Every  principle  of  justice  favors  their 
claim,  and  demands  a  speedy  indemnification. 
Would  it  be  just  to  compensate  the  citizen  whose 
property  had  been  forced  from  his  possession,  by 
the  hand  of  authority,  for  the  public  service,  and 
turn  him  empty  away,  who  indulged  in  his  patri- 
otic disposition  by  a  voluntary  tender  of  his  pro- 
perty ?  Will  not  such  a  decision  damp  the  feel- 
ings of  our  countrymen  ?  Will  it  not  alienate 
their  affections  from  their  country  ?  No  longer 
can  ihey  feel  anxious  to  promote  its  service. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  have  assimilated  the 
caseunder  consideration  to  all  casesof  depredation, 
on  sea  as  well  as  on  land,  committed  by  the  enemy 
upon  property  not  engaged  in  the  public  service. 
In  my  opinion,  the  most  remote  analogy  does  not 
exist.  In  the  latter  case,  the  Government  has  no 
agency  in  controlling  the  property  ;  they  do  not 
impel  the  citizen  the  road  to  ruin  !  He  engage* 
in  enterprises  at  discretion — heads  voluntarily — 
if  he  sustain  a  loss,  his  censure  cannot  justly  fall 
on  the  Government,  much  less  has  he  a  right  to 
claim  from  it  indemnificaiiun.  Such  losses  are 
so  dissimilar  in  point  of  principle  to  the  losses  at 
Detroit,  that  they  do  not  merit  further  exami- 
nation. 

Would  it  be  politic  to  reject  the  present  claims  ? 
The  Government  may  refuse,  but  such  refusal 
will  not  convince  the  claimants  that  their  claims 
are  not  just,  hy  a  rejection,  we  give  a  deadly 
hiow  to  those  patriotic  exertions  which  have 
characterized  our  citizens.  We  convince  them, 
in  the  most  forcible  manner,  that  their  country  is 


I 


497 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


498 


Supplemental.  Journal. 


ungrateful  and  unjust.     They  will   discover  that  ' 
ruin  is  the  only  reward    for  their  patriotism,  and  . 
want   to  their  families   for  having  served    their  ! 
country.     I  trust  such  complaints  may  be  avoided 
by  an  act  of  justice  on  the  part  of  Government,    j 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with  I 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disagree-  I 
ment  to  the  said  report,  and  passed  in  the  affirm-  ' 
ative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Archer,  to  j 
amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out.  from  the  j 
word  '■  persons."  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  sec-  1 
tion.  to  the  end  of  the  section,  and  to  insert  the  | 
following:  '"wliose   wagon   and    team,  sleigh,  or  I 

*  boat,  shall  have  been  impressed  into  the  public  ; 
'  service,  or  forcibly  detained  in  said  service  after 

*  having  voluntarily  entered  it,  since  the  com- 
'  raencement  of  the  present  war,  or  whose  wagon 
'  and  team,  sleigh,  or  boat,  shall  be  impressed  into 

*  the  public  service,  or  shall  be  forcibly  detained 

*  after  having  voluntarily  entered  it  into  said  ser- 

*  vice,  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war : 
'  Provided.  Such  wagon  and  team,  sleigh,  or 
'  boat,  shall  be  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  public  ser- 

*  vice,  or  shall  be  captured  by  the  enemy." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative,  and  the  bill  was  then  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Coramittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend 
the  militia  laws,  <&c..  and  the  Committee  having 
risen  and  reported  progress,  leave  was  refused 
them  to  sit  again. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Goldsborouou  to 
recommit  said  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
but  before  the  question  was  decided,  the  House 
adjourned. 


message  ;  and,  having  returned,  the  Speaker  ad- 
journed the  House  until  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next. 


\ 


Monday,  August  2. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Grosvknor  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
unanimously  determined  in  the  negative,  ninety- 
six  members  being  present,  all  of  whom  voted 
in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  Legisla- 
tive business  befire  them,  are  now  ready  to  ad- 
journ ;  and  they  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  inquire  of  him  whether  he  has  any 
funher  communications  to  make  to  Congress  at 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  Dawso.n  and  Mr,  Ghosvenor  were  ap- 
pointed of  the  abovementioned  joint  committee, 
on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Soon  after,  Mr.  Dawson  reported  that  the 
committee  had  performed  that  service,  and  that 
the  President  answered  that  he  had  no  further 
communications  to  make. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  this  House  is  now  ready 
to  adjourn,  and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the  said 
message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly   went    with    the   said 


SUPPLEMENTAL  JOURNAL 

Of  such  proceedings  of  the  h\r8t  Session  of  the 
Thirteenth  Congress,  as,  during  thr  time  they 
icere  depending,  were  ordered  to  be  kept  aecret, 
and  respecting  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
was  afterwards  taken  off'  by  order  of  the  House. 

Thurbday,  July  15,  1813. 

The  following  preamble  and^  resolution  was 
submitted  by  Mr.  Stuart  for  consideration: 

Whereas  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government, 
from  the  unprepared  and  defenceless  state  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  is  in  imminent  danger,  if  an  attack 
should  be  made  thereon  :  And  whereas  the  fleet  of  the 
enemy  is  understood  to  be  within  a  few  houra'  sail  of 
the  Capitol :  And  whereas  the  immense  value  of  pub- 
lic property  exposed  to  destruction,  the  great  value  of 
the  public  records,  and  other  deeply  intcrebling  con- 
siderations, render  it  peculiarly  important  that  any  in- 
vasion of  the  Metropolis  should  be  met  with  vigor  and 
successfully  repelled  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  a  dis- 
tribution of  Kuch  arms  as  arc  in  the  potKcssion  of  the 
Government,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  should 
be  immediately  made,  to  be  placed  in  th^  hands  of  all 
able-bodied  men  within  the  District,  willing  to  be  em- 
bodied to  perform  military  duty  ;  and  alst)  in  the  hands 
of  such  members  of  this  House  as  may  he  willing  to 
receive  them,  to  act  against  the  enemy  in  any  manner 
not  incompatible  with  their  public  duties. 

A  question  was  taken,  whether  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  the  said  proposition  requires  secrecy  in 
discussion,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of 
Tennessee,  that  the  said  proposition  do  lie  on  the 
table.  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  64.  uays  74,  as 
follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Barnelt,  Beall,  Benson,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Calhoun,  Clop- 
ton,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford.  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  De^tha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frankhn,  Geddes.Gholson, 
Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall.  Humphreys,  Hyne- 
man,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Ma»- 
sachusetu,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKim,  .Moore, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker.  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  bturges,  Tanuehdl,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Whitehill,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

JViTS — Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetu*,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Burwell, 
Caperton.  Caldwell,  Champion,  Chappell,  Chevea, 
Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock,  Culpeper,  Duvall,  Gaston, 
Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Grundy, 
Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of  Ky., 
Hulibard.  Hungerford,  IngersoU,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Leflferls,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Mc- 
Lean, Mdler,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Murfree,  NeUon, 
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f: 

fOakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
|Uahii  Heed,  Richardson,  Kidgely,    Robertnon,  Shefley, 

^hefAood,    Shipherd,  Smith  of  New   York,  Stanford, 
Sluart,  Tapgart,  Taylor,  Thompson,   Vose,  Wheaton, 
^White,    WiJcox,    Wilson  of  Masaachuse^,   Winter, 
jWood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

i^  A  inotioa  was  made  by  Mr.  Gholson  to 
-"*amentl  the  said  proposition  by  striking  out  the 
Wprtambli'.  And  the  question  being  taken  it  passed 
^in  tht  affirmative. 

A   motion   was  then   made   by  Mr.  Burwell. 
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To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  fitates  : 
There  being  sufficient  ground  to  infer,  that  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  enemy  to  combine,  with  the  blockade  of 
our  [KJrts.  special  licenses  to  neutral  vessels,  or  to  Brit- 
ish vessels  in  neutral  disguises,  whereby  they  may 
draw  from  our  country  the  precise  kind  and  quantity 
of  exports  cssiontial  to  their  wants,  whilst  its  general 
commerce  remains  obstructed  ;  keeping  in  view,  also, 
tbp  inHidious  discriminaliun  bi'twecn  diflerent  ports  of 
th«t  the  saitl  proposition,  as  amended,  be  com-  ,  the  United  States  ;  and  as  such  a  nystem,  if  not  coun- 
teracted, will  have  the  effect  of  diminishing,  very  ma- 
terially, the  pressure  of  the  war  on  the  enemy,  and 
encouraging  a  perseverance  m  il,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  will  leave  the  general  commerce  of  the  United 
States  under  all  the  pressure  the  enemy  can  impoae, 
thus  subjecting  the  whole  to  British  regulation,  in 
subserviency   to   British    monopoly  :  I  recommend  to 


Iniiited  to  tjje  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
*  And  ihe  queslioii  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
5pffirniative — yeas  74.  nays  44,  as  follows  : 

YiAB — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard.  Barnett,  Beall,  Benson,  Bowen,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Caidwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  ('heves,  ('lark,  Clop- 

n,   Omstock,   Condict,    Crawford,  Davis  of    Pcnn 


.-yivania,  Dawson,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppe,,  Evans,  Find-    f^«  consideration  of  Congress,  the  expediency  of  an 

ley,    {>k   of    Vermont,    Forney,    Forsyth,    Franklin,  ^"'"'^'^'"^  ""^  ^^'^'"'F.'^'"'"^'^"  «f  "P^^^f'  '"""^'^ 
tholson,  Glasgow,   Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,    '°  a  convenient  day  in  their  next  session,  and  remova- 


"Hasbroufk,  Hufty,  Humphreys,   Hyneman,   Ingersoll, 


ble,  in   the   meantime,   in    the   event   of  a  cessation  of 


♦ingham,    Irwin,  Kcnnedv,    Kent    of   Maryland,   Kerr,  I '^^  ^'^^^^^^^  «f  «"' ?<>««•  w4T,„,nv 

VKershaw,  Killwurn,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lefferts,  >       „,  ,   ,    „,,    .0,0  MAUISUW. 

|U,wnd.-s.  McCoy.  McKim.   McLean.  Moore.  Murfree,  I       ^  ASU.ireTOi*,  July  20,  1813. 

*Newtioii,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants.  Roane.         A    question    was   taken   whether    the  subject- 
#R(ibe»t»on,  Sevier.  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, Smith  I  matter  of  the  said  Message  required  secrecy  ;  and 

~         ~     "    parsed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Message  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


rgmia,    Tannehill,   Taylor,    Telfair,    Wilson    of 
nt(}jivania.  Winter,  and  Yancey 


Wednesday.  July  21. 
Mr.  Calhotn,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 


%Df   Vi 

^T  etinb V I » e»ii if»,   T»  I 

S  Ni.i» — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Masaach'ts, 
*Bibb,  Brerkoflridge,  Colpeper.  Gaston,  Gloninger, 
V»rosvenor.  (Jrundy,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins 
>3f  Kentucky.  Hublmrd,  Hungerford,  Kent  of  N.  York, 
^J^KiDg  o^  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Mil- 
der, Hlpntgomery,  Nelson,  Oakley.  Ormsby.  Pearson,  i  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  "of 
.iJPitkin,    John    Reed,    Rea    of   Pennsylvania.   Rhea    of  ~  -    .      _.  _ 

'jflVnneusee,  Ridgely,  Roberts,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
^^ood,  j^mith  of  New  York,  Stanford.  Stuart,  Troup, 
7;  Vose.  \Viute,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MaMachusetts,  and 
*  Wright.  -- 

>     li  

.J  J  Friday,  July  16. 

^      Mr.;TRorp.  from  the  Committee  on  Military 


.*. 


the  President  of  the  United  States,  received  yes- 
terday, made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  report  ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  re- 
sumed the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under 
'yAffairp.  made  the  following  report :  {  consideration,  and   aijreed   to  the  same,  with   an 

\    "  Tlie  Committee  on  .MiliUry  Affairs,  to  whom  was  j  amendment  ;  which  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
Ceferre^  a  resolution  of  yesterday,  having   relation  to  1  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
Jthe  prvent  movemenU  of  the  ene»ny.  report :  |       The  said  report,  as  amended,  is  as  follows  : 

•  "Thfat  they  have  examined  infc  the  state  of  prep-  ■  ..  /;„o/f,rf.  That  it  would  be  expedient  to  adopt 
jyirauon..  naval  and  military  made/to  receive  the  ene-  ^^^^  measure,  submitted  by  the  Me«,age  to  the  consid- 
r^Dv,  an^  are  satisfied  that  the  preparation  is,  in  every  .    „  „r  .l„  u    .  «  •' 

. V  '  ,  ,  '^  .    .  ^  '  eration  of  the  House. 

^respect,  adeouatc  to  the  emergence,  and  that  no  meas-  1        .    ,  j   u   .      ..^u.      ■  .l         1      .•  c 

'  '    f^  ^  .  .    r  .u    LT  .         1     '      A  long  debaLe~~lQ0t  place  on   the  adoption  of 

♦  area  arc  necessary,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  make  1    .  •  ^  ,         .       «.      /S  1    »#       i»' 

.i ,  _„,    i^,--'  *^  ,  this  amendment.     Mr.  Clay,   and   Mr.   i\el80n, 

At  inori'  complete.  .  _.       .    .  1       •      i-  /•    l  , 

rj    ,,,.     ,  ,        ,       ,       ,       ,  ,  .      of  Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 

L^JX^.'.'.^.y' '^*'^' "'^  "''^"^**  '°  ^ '"'^''*''^ '°    a"J    '•'«   policy  of  the  measure.     Mr.   Calhoun 


.*4it  oiori'  complete 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  inserted  in 
iih*  Xournal. 
^     Otdered.  That  the  said  report   do  lie  on  the 

Etablei 


spoke  in  defence  of  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
and  in  opposition    to  an   embargo  ;  as  did,  also, 
^  r  ».     T^  L  p        i  Mr.  DfvALL,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 

.On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  injunction  of  se-  ^  York,  Mr.  Han.son.  Mr.  Grosvenor,  and  others, 
recy.  impo>ed   on    the  coD6denlial  proceedings  •      ^he  question  was  then  taken,  to  concur  in  the 
^of  this  House,  of  yesterday  and  to-day,  was  re- 1  .^jj  report  as  amended,  and  passed  in  the  affirm- 

%  * 


Ti  tsDAY,  July  20. 


alive — yeas  7S,  nays  51,  as  follows  : 

Ye4» — Messrs.    .\lexander,    Alston,   Avery,    Bard, 
Barnett,   Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 


J     A  Message  was  received  from  the  President    well,  Chappell,  Clark,  Cloplon.  Condict,  Conard,Craw- 

*or  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is    ford,  Creighton,  Dawson,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppcs,  Evan*. 

^i.  follows:  J  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Forsyth, 


J 
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WtuMSm,  Oholaon,  Goodwyn,  Goardin,  Griffin,  Gran' 
dy.  Hall,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham.  Irwin, 
Kerr,  Kershaw.'  Leffi-rts,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lean, Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton.  Parker,  Pick- 
ering, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennoylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  StronR,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

NiTB— Messrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Benaon,  Bige- 
low,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham.  Caperton,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Cheves.Ciiley,  Comstock,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Duvall,  Ely,  Gloninger,  Goldaborough, 
Grosvenor,  Hasbrouck,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  McKee,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pitkin,  John  Heed,  Richardson,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
bert, Sherwood,  Stanford,  Sturges  Taggart,  Taylor, 
Thom{)son,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Winter. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  report  be  committed  to 
Mr.  Ghundy,  Mr.  Wright.  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr. 
BiRB,  and  Mr.  Fisk,  with  instruction  to  report  a 
bill,  io  conformity  thereto. 


Thdrsday,  July  22. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday,  reported  a  bill  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States;  which  wa^  twice  read  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-day. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  Shall  the  bill  be  the 
order  of  the  day  to-morrow?  and  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  50,  nays  79.  as  follows: 

Yaii— Messrs.  Benson,  Bigelow,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham.  Caperton,  Champion,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Clark,  Corn- 
stock,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport.  Ely.  Forsyth, 
Geddes,  Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Has- 
brouck, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll. 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  McKce,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Poller,  John  Reed,  Rich- 
ardson, Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Shiphcrd,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia.  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilson  of  MassachusetU,  and  Winter. 

Nits — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell.  i3utler,  Caldwell,  Chapi>ell,  Clopton, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Dawson,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney.  Franklin,  Gholson, 
Glasgow,  (Joodwyn,  (Jourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hyneman,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw.  Lefferts,  Lyle.  Mc- 
Coy, McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  WhitehiU,  Wilaon  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Wright. 


The  said  bill  was  then  made  the  order  for  this 

day. 

And  the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  \Yhole  on  the  said  bill;  and.  after 
some  time  sper^  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  Ciiair.  and  .Mr.  Nelson  reported  ihat  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto  ;  which  he  de- 
livered m  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  they  were 
again  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the 
eleventh  section,  the  words,  ''uQless  such  cap- 
tures shall  be  expressly  proved  to  have  been  hos- 
tile." 

And  ihequestion  being  taken,  it  wasdetermined 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the  twelfth 
section,  the  words,  "  or  in  any  manner  apparently 
on  their  way  towards  the  territories  of  a  foreign 
oaiiun,  or  the  vicinity  thereof,  or  towards  a  place 
where  such  articles  are  intended  to  be  exported." 
And  the  question  being  taken  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  49.  nays  74,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  Benson,  Bige- 
low, Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Ely,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .MasKachuseits,  Lewis, 
Lovelt,  McKee,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Richard«tiD, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanfijrd, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompaon,  Vose,  Wheaton,  Wjtite, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts.  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Yancey. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown,  Buller, 
Caldwell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  F'orsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Hyneman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent, 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean, 
Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasant,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  TenDeseee, 
Rich,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Whitehill,  and  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  said  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  ?  And  passed 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  7S,  nays  56,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alston,  -Anderson,  .\rcher,  Avery, 
Barnett,  Beall,  Bibb,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard, 
Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  .Dawson,  Desha, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Good- 
wyn, Gourdin,  (Jriffin,firundy,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hyneman,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 
.Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
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f^ce,  Rich,  Roane.  RoberU.  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sharp,  I  erU,  Robertaon.  Sevier.  Sharp,  Smith  of  PennaTUania 
at.ith  o:f  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Telfair.  Ward  of  ^ew  |  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Ward  of  New  Jcraey    Wil! 
;5,raey,   WhitehilJ,   Wilaon  of  Pennsylvinia,    Wright,  ;  son  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 
5^dya»icey.  „,-,....„  „       .         i       ^'*"— Messrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Benson,  Bigelow. 

».N^r»^.Mes»r«.Baylyof  Virginia,  Benson,  Bigelow,  Breckenridge,  Brigham.  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
ij^cucilridge,  Brigham.  Caferton,  Ualhoun,  Cham-  pion,  Chevea,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Culpeper  Davenoort 
i^n,  crieves,  C-illey,  Comstock,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  |  Ely,  Cieddcs,  Gloninger,  Hasbrouck,  Huftv  HunVer' 
^j,  O^ddes,  Gloninger,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  '  ford.  Jackaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy  KentofiNew 
K^.f.roi^k.  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  York.  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts  Lewii 
v^w  ^G^k.  KentoJ  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  i  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering  'Pitkin' 
,<^!^'  ,',*''^"^  L^^"*^*"'  M<^Kee,  Montgomery,  Mose- 1  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Seybert.  ShefTey' 
S' ,  dT?"  ;•'""''"•  P'C»^"'ni?.  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  j  Sherwood.  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York.  Stanford 
m-d.  Rfchardson,  Ridgely  Ruggles,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Slurges,  Taggart.  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vo«5,  Wheaton' 
^rwoud.   Shipherd,  Smith  of  New   York,  Stanford,     White,  Wilson  of  MassachusetU,  and  Winter 


Jrges.'Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson.  Vosc,  Wheaton, 
M^jite.  Wilson  of  Massachusetu,  and  Winter. 

^Iie  ^lll  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time 

tf#Jay,-ind  accordingly  was  read   the  third  time, 

ten  araoiion    was    made   by  Mr.  Pitkin   that 

said   bill  be  postponed    inde5nitely  ;    and  the 

qi^siiori   being  taken,  it  was  determined    in  the 

nn^ativif. 

'J'he  qiuestion  was  then  put,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 
A^J  parsed  •        -  -  "^    - 

a:^^'ollo\y:, : 


tr#J 

q.^s 


m 


the  affirmative — yeas  80,  nays  50, 


V'EAs-i-Mesars.   Alston,   Anderson,   Archer,   Avery, 
-JJJ,  Burnett,    Beall.   Bibb,  Bowen,    Brown,  Burwell- 


B.J5 


^ler.  Ualdwell.  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict, 
;»iard.  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
D^^^jon.  Desha,  Earle.  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Find- 
le'j^  KisH  of  Vermont,  Forney.  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
i.i*^^\»on;  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Gritlin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
K«#/rfg,  ^lopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
H;;-%ieman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham.  Irwin,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
K^g  of  r;orth  Carolina,  I.efTerts.  Lyie.  Macon,  McCoy, 
MiLean,   Moore,   Murfree,  Nelson,   Newton, 

^  .  Parker.  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
P«iuylvi»nia,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Rob- 


K^g  of  ."^or 
M ICifn,   Ml 

Ofi«i'y,  P< 
1 


Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  layin?  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbor  of  the  United  States."  and  that  Mr.  Grun- 
dy and  Mr.  Robertson  be  appointed  a  coosmittee 
to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  inform 
them  that  ihe  House  have  passed  thre  same,  in 
confidence,  and  request  their  concurrence  therein. 


Thursday,  July  29. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr. 
Campbell  and  Mr.  Varnum,  their  committee: 

Mr.  iypeaker:  The  Senate  do  not  concur  in  the 
bill  passed  by  the  House  of  Represeniatives.  en- 
titled "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  that  the 
injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  upon  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House  on  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  the  20th  lostant  be 
removed.  ' 

And  the  question  being  uken  thcreou,  it  paued 
in  the  affirmaiire. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECH. 


SPEECH  OF  WILLIAM  HUNTER, 

or    RHODE    ISLAND, 
In  secret  aeasion  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes, 
February  2d,    1813,  on  the  proposition   for  seizing 
and  occupying  the  Province  of  East   Florida  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HUNTER  rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows — 

Mr.  President:  It  is,  sir,  with  the  utmost  re- 
luctance that  I  make  the  ailempt  to  suggest  some 
remarks  on  the  present  subject.  For,  although 
the  question  now  under  consideration  is  confessed 
on  all  sides  to  be  one  of  the  deepej.t  interest  and 
importance,  involving  in  its  decision  no  less  a 
consequence  than  that  of  a  change  of  our  rela- 
tions with  a  friendly  Power,  from  a  state  of  peace 
to  that  of  war,  yet  we  have  been  informed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Marvland,  (whose 
judgment  on  all  occasions,  from  his  experience 
and  standing  here,  is  entitled  to  peculiar  respect.) 
that  every  exertion  will  be  unavailing,  and  that 
it  is  the  pre-determination  of  a  majority  of  this 
Senate  to  adopt  the  present  bill.  If  that  gentle- 
roan  desponds,  after  his  own  able  and  ample  dis- 
cussion of  the  present  bill,  and  his  own  vigorous 
efforts  to  prevent  his  own  prediction,  it  would  be 
presumption  in  me  to  hope.  Whoever,  too,  moves 
in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  must  go  on  de- 
pres^ed,  if  not  alarmed,  bv  the  denunciation  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  who,  in 
the  overflowing  of  an  allowable  zeal  and  anxiety, 
(connected,  as  he  deems  the  success  of  this  bill  to 
be,  with  the  peculiar  interest  and  advanta^je  of 
hi?  own  State.)  has  declared  it  not  less  than  in- 
fatuation, that  pretends  to  foresee  any  evil  conse- 
quences resulting  from  its  adoption. 

In  spite,  however,  of  the  forlorn  hope  to  which 
I  am  condemned  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  and  the  certainty  of  incurring 
the  penalty  of  the  denunciation  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Georgia,  (to  whose  per- 
sonal good  opinion  I  am  far  from  being  indiffer- 
ent.) I  feel  myself  impelled  by  oblications  of  duty, 
by  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  instructions  of  my 
constituents  in  reference  to  another  occasion, and 
the  clearest  convictions  of  my  understanding,  lo 
record  my  vole  against  the  present  proposition; 
and,  from  the  pressure  of  the  same  motives.  I  find 
myself  induced,  hopeless  and  unpropilious  as  is 
the  occasion,  to  assign  my  reasons  for  that  vote. 

And  in  the  first  place,  is  it  nothing,  is  it  a  con- 
sideration worthy  of  no  regard,  that  this  House 
has  but  lately,  alter  a  protracted  and  solemn  di,"- 
cassion.  rejected  the  very  proposition  contained 
in  the  bill  before  us?  Is  a  character  for  consist- 
ency  10  Its  measures  of  no  importance  to  this 


branch  of  the  Legislature?  Does  not  the  peculi- 
arity of  its  construction — the  duration  of  its  mem- 
bers in  office,  and  the  very  mode  of  their  appoint- 
ment, indicate  the  hope  that  it  would  be.  and  the 
design  that  it  ought  to  be.  distinguished  for  the 
consistency  of  its  conduct  ?  Do  not  all  the  spec- 
ulations upon  the  theoretic  perfection  of  our  Con- 
stitution contemplate  this,  as  the  body  that,  resist- 
ing temporary  impulses,  and  oppo^ing  its  own 
firmness  to  a  fluctuating  and  imbecile  policy, 
would  give  something  like  system  and  stability 
to  our  national  councils? 

Sir,  I  doubt  not  our  power  at  alt  times,  and  up- 
on great  and  extraordinary  occasions  I  doubt  not 
the  right,  the  expediency,  and  propriety  of  revers- 
ing our  decisions.  No  body  »f  men  can  be  infal- 
lible, and  therefore  its  decisions  ought  not  to  be 
irreversible.  All  I  contend  lor  is,  that  a  case  clear 
and  strong  indeed  ought  to  be  made  out.  to  in- 
duce the  Senate  to  forfeit,  or  even  to  hazard  its 
character  for  stability  and  consistency.  I  do  not 
say  that  our  deliberate  decision,  a  few  months 
since,  is  such  cor.ciu^ive  proof  of  its  absolute  per- 
fection, of  its  entire  impeccability,  as  that  it  oper- 
ates as  an  estoppel  upon  all  subsequent  inquiry, 
and  necessarily  precludes  all  debate  ;  but  ground- 
ing myself  upon  a  well  known  distinction.  I  do 
say,  it  is  roost  persuasive,  convincing,  and  satis- 
factory evidence  of  the  correctness  of  that  deci- 
sion, and  that,  according  to  all  the  principles  of 
parliamentary  usage,  deducible  either  from  the 
rules  of  a  sound  logic,  or  from  judicial  analogies, 
it  imposes  on  the  honorable  mover  of  this  propo- 
sition, and  all  its  advocates,  the  necessity  of  sub- 
stantiating, by  new  and  further  evidence,  by  ar- 
guments not  before  adduced,  and  by  considera- 
tions of  policy  arising  out  of  a  new  juncture  of 
our  affairs — the  wisdom,  propriety,  and  necessity 
of  the  present  proceeding. 

This  too,  sir,  ought  to  be  done  with  a  clearness 
and  copiousness  of  truth   sufficient  to  repel  the 
unwarrantable  and  inevitable  suspicion  winch  al- 
ways attaches  to  a  renewed  effort   for  a  rejected 
measure  ;  to  an  application  for  a  new  trial,  upon 
a  suggestion  of  new  and  further  evidence.   What 
is  the  actual  case?     Have  we  new  proof;  even 
new  statements  ?    Have  we  had  anything  but  ar- 
guments before  refuted?     Is  the  relation  of  our 
country   different?     Has   any    new    event    taken 
place?     No,  sir,  it  is  not  even  pretended.     I  do 
tlierefore,  on  the  ground  of  our  former  decision 
on  the  ground  that  we  were  then   right,  and  on 
the  absence  of  all  new  inducement  from  proof 
statement,    or  argument,  to  do  away    that   pre- 
sumption, call  upon   gentlemen,   as    they  respect 
themselves  individually — upon  the  Senate,  whose 
character   for  consistency  and  dignity  (most  im- 
portant and  essential  attributes  of  thai  character) 
will  be  compromiiied  and  hazarded  with  iheNa- 
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Ion.   to  resist   this  orerthrow  of  their  best   re- 
vives— to  stand  to  their  former  opinions,  and  to 
ermit  no  contradictory  record   to   be   produced 
>?riinst  them,  to  the  degradation  of  their  esiab- 
|sl.ed  polmcal  character  and  consequence. 
Sir,  on  this  point  of  consistency  and  adherence 
i  our  former  resolves  we  ought  to  be  the  more 
[nacious,  because  we  have  excited  hopes  and  ex- 
nciaiioDs  among  our  constituents,  and  especially 
^eco^nraercial  class,  that  we  ought  not  to  disap- 
iiint.     Next  to  an  English,  a  Spanish  war  is  the 
fcojt  disastrous,  in  which  this  country  can  be  en- 
^ged.    It  affects,  most  deeply,  the  little  commer- 
|aI  euierprise  that  is  suffered  to  exist  lu  the  coun- 
r.     Upon  the  suggestion  that  you  were  playing 
^    this  deep  game  last  session,  a  hundred  com- 
mercial enterprises,  connected  with  shipments  to 
.^jani^h  countries  and  colonies,  were  suspended. 
?^pon  your   wise  and    virtuous   rejection  of  this 
ijjeasute.  hundreds  of  shipments,  of  enterprises 
jMounded   on  your  consistency,   upon   your  per- 
ijjjii.ency  of  system,  have  commenced,  and  are 
r%w  proceeding. 

5Sir,  It  will  be  a  gross  breach  of  faith  towards 

JB  commercial  world— they  will  be  ruined  by 
is  secret  declaration  of  war.     It  will  burst  up- 
them.  from    this  conclave,  like  a  hurricane 
lj)m  the  cave  of  ilioius.  sweeping  into  the  power 


I  pm  the  cave  of  A.oius.  sweeping  into  the  power 
(B  youf  enemy  as  l.irge  an  amount  of  property  as 
tiat  for  which  we  pretend  we  are  solicitous  lo 
i*lt  indemnification.  Where  is  our  properly— 
iJr  cortimerce?  At  Cadiz,  at  Havan.i.  at  Lis- 
tA|D.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  Spaniards,  and 
t*-  Portuguese,  their  allies,  are  dullards  and  fools, 
ajd  that  they  will  omit  the  fair  and  honest  exer- 
cyofi^he  rights  of  reprisal  and  retaliation?  Will 
(Y  noi  preach  our  doctrines  against  ourselves 
aractfcc  our  own  arts,  and  repel  aggression  by 
jression  ? 

It  is  not  on  the  mere  ground  of  obstinate,  un- 
ejlight^ned,  indiscriminating  adherence  to  your 
fijiojer  measures,  that  I  appeal  to  your  sense  of 
^V^^i  '"agDMnimity,  and  consistency;  but  in  re- 
Inun  to  the  prospect  of  loss — of  disastrous  con- 
sfJUfnces — of  wide  spread  distress.  The  raer- 
clftnts  are  now  pursuing  a  lucrative  honest  trade 

JK  a  friendly  nation,  upon  the  ground  of  their 

:ial  and  unsuspecting  confidence  in  this  Sen- 
Will  you  disappoint  that  confidence,  and  ex- 

le  them  to  inevitable  ruin — yourselves  to  ioe- 

jUe  censure  ? 

Ur,  why  should  we,  as  a  Senate,  at  this  time 
inj|uduce  this  proposition?  Is  it  by  way  of  pen- 
Jtt^ce  far  our  former  sin — a  means  of  obtaining 
pa>Jon  iOT  our  past  offence> — a  reparation  for 
wf'ings  we  have  done?  Or  is  it  that  some  terri- 
bl.-^necev*ity  exists,  that  the  Senate  should  enti- 
tlt^tself  lb  forgiveness,  and  propitiate  selfish  and 
se^eles^  clamor  by  an  act  of  submis>ion  and  a 
su»endejf  of  its  former  opinions?  Sir,  I  know  we 
hake  '.hmight  to  originate  ihis  measure;  but  is  it 
prft>er,eKpfdient,  decorous,  m  us  to  do  it?  It  was. 
ai||r*l,  tjic"  tnea>ure  of  the  House  of  Represenia- 
tiv4s;  let  them  at  least  reproduce  it.  Why  thi*at- 
te.i|pt  to^^ oblige  us  to  adopi  a  baniimg  they  have 
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abandoned?     Why  court  a  perilous  responsibili- 
ty, which  it  seems  they  hare  no  longer  the  forti- 
tude to  encounter?     At  second  hand,   with  our 
intermediate  decision    to  break   off  the  storm  of 
public  censure,  they  may  be  willing  to  adopt  it  • 
but  let  us  leave  to  them  the  honor  and  the  peril 
of  this  at  least  contingent  measure.     If  it  will  be 
so  productireof  good,  as  some  gentlemen  predict, 
it  will  be  an  act  of  condescension  and  liberality' 
for  us  to  relinquish  our  pretensions  in  their  fa- 
vor; but  if  it  bean  act  pregnant  with  innumera- 
ble evils,  let  the  responsibility  rest  upon  the  broad 
shoulders  of  the  immediate  Reproentatives  of  the 
people.     They  have  a  power  to  which   we  can- 
not pretend;  that  of  originating  money  bills— of 
devising   the  system  ol   taxation.     The  present 
war  has  exceeded,  in  expense,  all  previous  calcu- 
lation ;  has  transcended  every  estimate;  and  the 
expense  of  the  next  year  will   be  at  least  double 
that  of  the  last.    A  new  war  must  inevitably  lead 
to  a  farther  enormous  increase  of  the  public  bur- 
dens.    Shall  we  originate  measures,  and  leave  to 
them   the  laborious.  I  arn   afraid  odious,  task  of 
exacting  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  the  means 
of  executing  them  ?     Or  .shall  we  heedlessly  pre- 
cipitate  tht  country   into  a  new  war,  ignorant 
whether  the  means  will  ever  be  provided  to  carry 
it  on?     Let  us  at  least  wait  to  see   what  is  the 
system  of  taxation  which   their  wisdom  and  pa- 
triotism will  present  to  us.     It  may  be  too  intol- 
erable to  be  adopted  ;  then  this  measure  must  fail, 
and  we  shall,  as  a  Senate,  have  lavished  our  pre- 
cious slock  of  public  favor  in  a  legislative  effort 
at  once  premature  and  impotent. 

Sir,  I  wish  to  husband  our  peculiar  reputation. 
Prudence,  caution,  and  circumspection,  but,  above 
all.  independence;  a  firm,  severe,  and  erect  inde- 
pendence, ought  to  be  the  distinguisliing  qualities 
of  this  grave  and  di-nified  assembly.     Ii  is  not 
for  us  lo  court  popularity  ;   but  I  am  not  unwil- 
ling to  augment  and  corroborate  our  claims  upon 
the  public  gratitude.     We  have  already  this  ies- 
sion    done    much;     we   originated,    and    carried 
through,  with  uncommon  despatch  and  unanim- 
ity, the  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Nary. 
We  conducted,  with  like  despatch  and  unanimi- 
ty, our  proceedings  in  regard    to  the  merchants' 
bonds.     VVe   have  unbound,  from  the  rack,  the 
rictiins  of  financial  extortion,  and  preserved  an 
usetul  and  uoofleodingclaNs  of  citizens  from  rum, 
and  the  nation    from  disgrace.     Let   us  not  sur- 
render these  strong  holds  upon  the  public  confi- 
dence.    Let  us  at  least  not  invoke  public  execra- 
tion, by  a  rash  declaration  of  an  additional,  un- 
just, and  an  unnecessary  war.    If  the  car  of  Slate 
IS  to   be  driven,  Jehu-like.  to  destruction,  let  us 
refuse  to  be  the  charioteers. 

I  admit  that  these  objections  are  entirely  pre- 
liminary, and  relate  not  so  much  to  the  sfwcific 
merits  ot  the  question  now  under  con.sideration, 
as  to  the  point  whether  we  ought  to  consider  it 
at  all.  Whether  ( if  I  may  so  express  myself)  we 
ought  to  assume  of  u  any  cognizance  whatever. 
But,  in  my  humhie  conception,  these  objection* 
are  not  less  valid  and  important  for  being  pre- 
Iimmar jr  considerations,  such  aa  oaiurally  and  ne- 
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cessarily  precede,  and  fur  a  lime  exclude  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  main  question. 

And,  sir.  there  is  another  remaining  topic  under 
this  head  of  argument,  of  more  prevailing  force 
than  eiiher  of  those  i  have  attempted  to  illustrate. 
Why.  1  ask.  is  there,  in  the  mode  of  presenting 
this  measure,  a  total  evasion  of  Presidential  au- 
thority?   Is  it  a  measure  of  the  Cabinet?    Then, 
why  has  it  not  the  sanction  of  Presidential  rec- 
ommendation ?     Why   are   we  to   be   used  as  a 
Constitutional  screen,  interposed  between  the  peo- 
ple and   the  efficient  initiator  of  this  measure? 
VVbere   is  the   Message,   wiiere   is  the  manifesto, 
spreading  out.  in  the  expansion  of  detail,  this  de- 
claration  of  another    war,  acainst   an    innocent, 
neutral,  and  friendly  country  ]     Is  it  not  a  Presi- 
dential  measure?     Then    we   are   driving  on   to 
the  consummation  of  a  deed  ol  dreadful  import, 
without  the  u>ual  and   necessary  instructions  on 
this  subject.     It  may  be  that  we  are  doing  some- 
thing in  opposition  to  another  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, who  may  hold,  on  this  subject,  opinions 
adverse  lo  ours;  and  we  are  voluntarily  subject- 
ing ourselves  to  the  peril  ol  a  dangerous  conflict 
between  the  Constitutional  aulhoriiies.     This,  I 
again  admit,  we  have  the  power  of  doing;  but  is 
it  right,  proper,  expedient,  and  decorous  to  do  it  ? 
There  may  be  an  extreme  case  presumed,  when 
it  might  be  proper,  at  all  hazards,  to  exercise  this 
power;  but  will  gentlemen  pretend  that  the  case 
has,  iQ  this  case,  occurred?     Is  this  an  occasion 
of  such  pressing  emergency,  of  such  imperious 
nece.ssiiy,  of  such  obvious  enormity,  as  compeU 
us  from  duty  and  principle  to  act,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  interrupting  the  h.irmony  of  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  the  Government? 

By  the  third  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Constitution  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  President, 
from  time  to  time,  to  give  to  the  Congress  infor- 
mation of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend 
to  their  consideration  .>.uch  measures  as  he  shall 
judge  necessary  and  expedient.  It  is  his  impera- 
tive duty— he  »AaW  doit.*  It  is  a  fair  presump- 
tion, that  if  he  thought  this  measure  advisable, 
just,  honest,  practicable,  and  expedient,  that  he 
would  have  recommended  it. 

I  know,  sir,  that  >ome  gentlemen  object  to  this 
course  of  observation,  and  alarm  them-^elves  with 
a  jealousy  that  ihere  is  in  this  argument  some- 
thing that  imports  a  surrender  of  the  independent 
powers  of  this  House,  and  they  repel,  with  some 
warmth   and    indignation,   the    opinion    that  we 
should  not  act  upon  our  own  plans  and  concep 
tions  without  a  previous  Presidential   recommen- 
dation.    Most  undoubtedly  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  is  corr.-ci-l  admit  it— this  is  the 
theory  of  the  Consntuiion,  and  there  may  be  cases 
in  which  it  would  not  only  be  the  duty  of  this 
House  to  act  without  Presidential  communica- 
tion, but  something  like  treason  not  to  act.     But 
IS  ihis  such  a  case?     This  resort  to  the  dormant, 
theoretical  principles  of  the  Constitution,  in  con- 
tradistinction  to  the  daily,  well  understood,  and 
unobjectionable  practice  of  every  Administration 
— this  assertion  of  a  truism,  which,  in  the  ab- 
stract, Qubody  IS  disp3«ed  lo  deny  j  this  stripping 
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a  case  of  all  its  circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  the  progress  bf  an  unusual  and  unex- 
plained course,  is,  I  confess,  not  a  mode  of  reason- 
ing for  which  my  plain  and  unscholastic  mind 
has  a  preference.  I  admired  the  animation  and 
the  spirit  with  which  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania asserted  his  own  personal  independence 
in  regard  to  the  Executive,  and  feel  grateful  to 
him  for  the  clear  exposition  of  the  principles  up- 
on which  our  independence  as  a  political  body  ii 
Constitutionally  withheld  ;  and  I  accord  with  him 
in  the  assertion,  that  initiative  legislation  in  all 
cases,  but  those  of  revenue,  and  uninfluenced  de- 
liberation in  all  cases,  without  exception,  is  the 
right  and  privilege  of  this  House. 

But  the  exercise  of  this  right,  to  be  practically 
useful  and  beneficial,  will,  from  its  very  nature, 
be  infrequent.    It  is  no  corroboration  of  that  right 
to  assert  it  in  unqualified  terms,  or  to  resort  to  it 
without  judicious  discrimination  or  self-evident 
necessity.    And.  sir,  in  a  case  involving  a  change 
of  our  relations,  from  a  state  of  peace   with  a 
friendly  nation   to  that  of  war.  no  instance  can 
hardly  be  imagined,  in  which  our  primary  inter- 
ference would  be  justifiable.    It  was  clearly  shown 
by  my  honorable  friend  from  Connecticut,  with 
a  peculiar  felicity  of  illustration,  and  an  irrefuta- 
ble force  of  argument,  to  be  in  as  little  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  as  it  is 
contrary  to    the    uniform  practice    under  it.     It 
may  be,  sir,  reprobated  as  a  Tory  doctrine,  but  I 
have  imbibed   it,  from  an  attention  to  the  cases 
that  have  occurred   under  the  Admmistration  of 
Messrs.  Jefferson  and  Madison.    In  the  ijrcat  cases 
of  the  two  embargoes,  in  that  of  the  war  with 
England,   in    this   very  measure  heretofore,  and, 
indeed,  in  all  where  a  change  of  our  relative  sit- 
uation   with   foreign  Powers   was  contemplated 
we  have  had   an  Executive  Message — a  distinct 
recommendation.    And,  sir.  this  is  the  true  Whig 
doctrine;  it  is  the  correct  Republican  course;  it 
fixes  the  responsibility  upon  one  person;  it  lim- 
its— it  defines  it — it  reduces  it  toa  single  point.   We 
can  judge  of  the  recommendation,  by  the  reasons 
by  which  it  is  enforced;  we  can  venture  to  in- 
dulge in  a  warrantable  confidence,  as  to  the  truth 
of  the  statements  that  are  made,  because  we  know 
they  are  made  under  the  consciousness  and  the 
peril  of  the  highest  official  responsibility.     If  the 
measure  recommended,  and  made  the  basis  of  our 
proceedings,  should   afterwards  appear  to  hare 
proceeded   from   base,  corrupt,  or  traitorous  mo- 
tives, by  the  Constitutional  process  of  impeach- 
ment the  transgre.'-sion  would  be  visited  on  the 
actual  transgressor,  the  national  honor  would  be 
redeemed,  aud  the  public  justice  would  be   vin- 
dicated. 

But,  in  the  present  mode,  who  is  responsible  — 
who,  in  any  event,  would  be  impeachable?  To 
the  Piesident,  solely,  in  the  first  instance,  is  in- 
trusted the  treaty-making  power.  He  watches 
over  our  concerns  with  foreign  nations:  he  has 
the  means  of  intelligence — the  power  of  interfer- 
ence. If  the  former  relative  situation  ofoiir  affair* 
with  Spain  has  changed,  lie  ought  and  will,  unless 
you  presume  bim  criminally  indifferent  to   bis 
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larre«3  duty  and  bis  country's  welfare,  announce 
jhat  ciliange.  Shall  we  clamorously  rush  to  arms, 
wheo-the  seniinel  on  the  walch-tower  has  lighted 
fio  beflcon — has  sounded  no  trumpet — has  rung 
\o  aUrrabell  ? 

How  do  we  know  that  the  functions  of  the 
iTtaty;  making  power  in  this  instance  have  ceased  ; 
tiat  tlje  virtuous  attempt  to  preserve  the  country 
»»  pea^ce  has  been  abandoned  in  despair?  May 
te  n<>t  heedlessly  and  officiously  interfere  with 
Jncloted  negotiations  on  this  very  subject,  and 
.  ,ius  i|isappoinl  the  best  concerted  efforts  of  the 
•Jtroper  authority  directed  to  the  attainment  of  this 
^ry  object,  by  peacei'ul  in  preference  to  belliger- 
ftot  m^jans?  Was  not  this  the  very  argument 
[rged  .successfully  the  last  session  in  relation  to 
trancr  ? 

Were  not  the  manifold  and  enormous  injuries 

L)mni;tted  against  us  by  France  equally  repro- 

aed  y)  ail  parties,  and  did  we  not  all  agree  that 

.^^paraiion  — prompt,    comprehensive,     effectual 

'jparafion— was  due?     What  restrained  us  from 

JquiriDg  it  in   the  same  way   from    France,  as 

je  did  /rom  England  ?     Because  the  President 

IToum:ed  to  us  mat  negotiations  with  the  one 
wer,  and  not  with  the  other,  were  closed.  Let 
wai(  for  the  same  coramunicaiioo  in  regard  to 
am.. 
Pbeie  considerations,  drawn  from  the  nature 
he  treaty-making  power,  when  first  urged  by 
hujiorable  friend  from  Connecticut,  seemed, 
theodmissioD  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from' 
ntuijky  on  my  right,  to  have  made  their  proper 
ires^ton  oa  his  candid  and  intelligent  mind, 
t,  he  has  struggled  manfully  against  his  ten- 
icy  JO  be  convinced  against' his  will,  and  has 
onctled  himself  (as  we  all  too  easily  can)  to  a 
iTmer  favorite  prepossession.  But.  the  course 
(firea-oning  by  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
aCMiev^  J  this  victory  over  himself,  is  to  my  hum- 
l.  ^  coucepiion  as  fallacious  in  principle  as  it  has 
^^en.  when  acted  ou  by  ministers  and  politicians, 
l^nefui  in  its  effects.  It  is  grounded  on  the  as- 
sfmpiion  of  the  fact,  that  there  is  no  existing  au- 
t^jriiy  111  Spam,  with  whom  it  is  safe  and  proper 
ipireat.  Tins.  too.  is  the  favorite  argument  of 
t,^,*  hoijorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  who  last 
a^ress.'d  you.  The  stress  and  substance  of  his 
vj^y  able  address  appeared  to  me  to  be  this  :  You 
njAjsi  do  this  act ;  necessity  constrains  you  to  adupi 
ittas  a  measure  of  security  and  precaution.  You 
cfiiDot  negotiate;  there  is  no  bpain  with  whom 
t<ctreat ;  or  at  any  late  there  i»  no  Spain,  but  as 
icSn^ilirJ  with  Great  Britain. 

•  n  tht;  true  repubjicaii  language  of  old  times,  I 
si  >uld  .lay,  that  is  the  Goverumeut  which  the  peo- 
p  vill-Ao  be  so;  and  I  should  take  the  evidence 
o  that  will,  not  Irora  an  English  newspajn-r — 
C  bbetC's  Register,  which  was  quoted  by  the  hon- 
Oi  ible  gjenileman  from  Georgia— but  from  their  ) 
f<  lualjvublicacts.  lagree  the liereditary  King  was  j 
C  arle^■;  the  rightful  Kinir  is  Ferdinaud  ;  the  in- 
Ir  sive.  Usurping  King  is  Joseph.  The  country 
i'^Dva{<td  by  France,  and  is  closeiv  allied  with 
t^^gland  J  but  still,  in  principle  and  fact,  and  for 
aV  tfficjent  purposes,  the  Government  is  Spanish 


—legitimately    Spanish  — represented    and   con- 
ducted by  the  agents  of  the  Spanish  nation ;  who 
make    treaties,    contract    alliances,   fight   batile.s 
achieve  victories,  and  perform  all  the  essential 
duties  and  mighty  functions  of  a  great  nation. 
We  have,  at  this  very  moment,  a  Minister  from 
that  nation  resident  in  this  country — why  he  has 
not  been  publicly  acknowledged,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  .'lay— who  has  tendered  reparation  for  all  the 
wrongs  Spain  has  at  any  time  inflicted  on  this 
country  ;— on  her  part,  unintentional  wrongs,  oc- 
casioned by  the  peculiarity  uf  her  situation,  and 
inflicted,  not  from  injustice,  but  in  consequence 
of  French  instigation,  and  French  despotic  dicta- 
tion.    The  whole  of  our  unpublished  correspond- 
ence with    Spain,  proves   that  she   acted    under 
duress.    These  wrongs,  sir.  were  accidental  blows, 
which,  in   the  paroxysm  of  distress,  t-he  directed 
without  aim  against  a  friend  ;  and  for  which,  now 
restored  to  sanity  and    freedom,  she   feels  peni- 
tence, and  offers  reparation.     It  would  be  unjust 
to  avenge  ourselves  in  her  present  distresses  ;  un- 
generous, because  her  house  is  on  fire,  to  plunder 
It  of  its  precious  effects;  unchristian,  not  to  meet 
penitence  with  forgiveness. 

According,  sir,  to    our  American    principles, 
grounding  ourselves  on  the  acknowledged   rules 
of  public  law,  there  always  is  a  legitimate  Gov- 
ernment t/e/uc/o;  we  interfere  not  with  the  inde- 
pendence or  interior  consiitutions  of  foreign  na- 
tions.   I  admit  that  there  may  exist  circumstances 
to  which  this,  as  a  general  rule,  must  bend  ;  but  it 
is  a  lact,  that  has  been  repeatedly  slated  in  print, 
and  never  contradicted,  and,  to  the  conviction  of 
my  mind,  ascertained  by  circumstances,  that  the 
reparation   offered   by  the  Minister  of  the  Cortes 
of  Spain  was  an  immediate  reparation — a  repa- 
ration in  rem— by  the  delivery  o!  dollars  actually 
in  this  country  to  the  amount  of  all  our  fair  claims; 
the  amount  to  be  settled  by  Commissioners,  upon 
the  principle  of  the  very  convention  made  by  Mr. 
Charles  Pinckney,  once  acquiesced  in  by  this  very 
Senate,and  highly  advantageous  to  this  country. 
If  we  get  the  reparation  by  honest  means;  if  we 
were  snug  m  our  indemnity  by  consent  of  par- 
ties ;  we  clearly   should   have  an   equitable,  and 
in  all  events  a  legal  right,  to  retain  it.  let  what 
would  happen.     No  matter  who  might  hereafter 
occupy  the  Government  of  Spain,  no  action  for 
money  had  and  received  could  be  rightfully  insti- 
tuted against  us,  and,  if  attempted  to  be  exacted 
by  force,  we  should  then  clearly  have  a  right  to 
repel  force  by  force.     We  ought  to  have  disdained 
the  menaces  of  an  interfering,  usurping  Power — 
have  consulted  solely  American  interests  and  feel- 
ings—have  taken   the  money  and   paid  it  over  to 
the  suffering  rnerchauts.  to  whom  it  belonged. 

It  strikes  me  as  something  strange,  indeed,  that 
gentlemen  should  assert  that  Spam  has  no  Gor- 
ernraent,  and  yet  in  the  same  breath  assert  that 
she  IS  in  strict  alliance  with  Great  Britain.  Is  she 
incapable  of  maintaioiug  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity,  and  yet  in  strict  alliance  wnh  another 
nation?  Has  she  not  lately,  likewise,  formed  a 
treaty  with  Russia,  who  has  acknowledged  her 
independence?     Has  she  not  lately  issued  a  dec- 
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laration  of  neutrality,  in  regard  to  this  couotry  I  own  benefit.     She  will  have  a  cession  from  Spain, 
and  our  present  war  1     If  Spain  has  no  Govern-  |  previous  to  our  conquest. 

ment.  she  has  no  colonies — no  jurisdiction  over  '      Everything  in  relation  to  the  claim  or  right  of 
them  ;  they  are  separated  from  the  mother  or  met-  j  France  seems  to  be  evaded — but  gently  touched 
ropoliian  country;  they  become,  as  to  her,  for- j  hinted  at,  with  the  utmost  delicacy  and  caution— 
eign.  independent  countries ;  as  such,  their  rights  i  traced,  as  it  were,  in  doubtful  character.s,  in  chem- 


ought  to  be  by  us  respected.  We  have  no  right 
to  avenge  ourselves  for  Spanish  wrongs  on  coun- 
tries not  Spanish. 

Sir.  the  experience  of  all  ages  proves  that  it  is 
idle  to  debate  upon  the  theoriesof  a  Constitution, 
in  relation  to  the  observance  of  treaties.  If  a  fair 
and  rational  treaty  be  made,  so  that  it  is  the  mu- 
tual interest  of  parties  to  observe  it.  you  have 
obtained  the  true  security,  and  only  wise  depend 


ical  ink.  which  the  heat  of  some  future  occasion 
is  to  bring  out.  We  know  our  Spanish  concerns 
are  closely  linked  with  our  French  concerns;  but 
how,  to  what  extent,  we  are  not  permitted  to 
know.  We  are  too  scrupulous  to  treat  with  Spain 
as  the  ally  of  England,  because  we  deem  it  be- 
neath our  dignity  to  treat  otherwise  than  with  an 
independent  and  co-equal  Power.  Yet,  is  it  not 
true,  that  when  Spain  was  in  a  state  of  vassalage  to 


ence  for  the  continuance  of  peace.  Treaties  made  i  ^'''a'^ce.  this  was  deemed  no  objection  to  frequent 
by  a  Government,  when  under  one  form  of  inter-  |  "^go^'ations  ?  We  asserted  her  nominal  indepen- 
nal  constitution,  are  still  binding,  though  that  ;  ^^"ce;  and  treated  with  the  vassal  by  permission 
form  may  be  changed.  We  have  acted  ""on  and  j  ^^  }^^  ^°''^'  ^"^  for  his  benefit. 
recognised  this  principle.  Do  we  know  of  any  I  ,  "^^  ^^^  gentleman  mean  to  say.  we  ought  to 
Kingof  Spain  but  Ferdinand  7  It  is  admitted  he  \  ^ake  possessionof  St.  Augustine, because  the  Span- 
has  been  announced  to  us.  Has  the  pretended  I  '*^.'"cal  authorities  are  opposed  by  conspirators, 
claim  of  Joseph  Bonaparte  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  j  '""o^s  to  their  own  country— no.  they  have  no 
Its  territories  and  colonies,  ever  been  made  known  !  <^ountry— by  renegadoes— a  banditti  ;  or,  (to  state 
in  a  formal  and  official  manner  to  this  Govern-  i  ''^'f.'"  ^^^}^^  as  little  offensive  as  possible  to  the 


ment?  Have  we  ever  acknowledged  it  ?  Have 
we  had  any  legal,  or  even  constructive  notice  of 
his  arrogant  pretensions  ?  If  so.  where  is  the  cor- 
respondence? Who  is  his  Minister?  Do  we  mean 
to  take  possession  of  this  country,  under  color  of 


feelings  of  gentlemen.)  because  there  is  a  Jacobin, 
revolutionary  movement  in  that  country?  Does 
a  really  deep,  honest,  spontaneous,  revolutionary 
movement  exist  there?  Is  it  not,  ou  the  con- 
trary,  an   artificial,  concerted,  contrived,   petty, 


that  title?     Have  we  bargained,  in  the  Treaty  of    ''*^'^^'^'^'"f'!  miserable   treason,  paid    for   by  our 


Limits  negotiated  by  Mr.  Barlow,  for  the  cession 
of  this  country  to  us  ?  What  was  the  considera- 
tion of  that  bargain — what  were  its  terms?  Is  it 
indeed  true,  that  the  offered  compensation  for  the 
robberies  committed  on  us  by  France,  is  to  be  an 
issue  of  a  batch  of  licenses  and  a  cession  cf  East 
Florida  ?     A  reparat 


money,  fomented  by  our  people?  Who  caused 
that  movement?  Was  it  not  solely  occasioned 
by  American  interference — by  American  instiga- 
tion ?  When  the  names  were  read,  from  Mat- 
thews'? communication  and  theother  papers.could 
the  gravest  among  us  forbear  to  smile  at  the  pati- 


tion  of  ill  faith,  by  permitting  i  ^'^  "^  Spanish  names  among  the  conspirators  ? 
us  again  to  be  exposed  to  its  treachery  ;  a  restitu-  I  p}^ 


tion  for  plunder,  by  authorizing  us  to  plunder! 

On  a  former  occasion,  when  we  were  about  to 
take  a  Territory,  confessedly  our>  by  treaty  and 
purchase,  we  were  told  by  France  to  stay  our 
hand  ;  did  we  not  obey  her  ?  Was  not,  even  at 
that  time,  the  magnanimity  (as  it  was  called)  of 
France  a  theme  of  eulogy  in  this  country  ?  Was 
not  the  answer  of  Talleyrand  to  our  Minister — 
I  think  Mr.  Livingston — a  plain  and  (if  the  phrase 
can  be  applied  to  him)  an  honest  one?  If  you  go 
to  war  with  Spain,  France  will  take  the  part  of 
Spain.     And  did  we  not  in  consequence  desist? 


ere  was  here  and  there  a  Don  Juan,  and  a  Don 
Gomez,  in  a  long  list  of  well-known  American 
names  and  characters. 

I  ask  gentlemen,  did  we  find  a  revolution  there, 
or  did  we  create  it?  And  shall  we,  in  violation 
of  the  principle  which  protects  us  and  every 
civilized  society,  from  hateful,  corrupt,  foreign 
interference,  in  shameful  inconsistency  with  ail 
we  said  and  did  in  Henry's  affair,  take  advan- 
tage of  our  own  wrong,  and,  with  an  hypocrisy 
unrivalled  but  by  Bonaparte  himself  practice  the 
very  arts  against  an  innocent,  unoflending  peo- 
ple,   against  which    we   were   justly   indignant. 


You  either  have  or  h7vp  n  r      VT        "''    r    *^'^"  ^^^  ^ad  even  a  distant  su^piciSn  thaT  they 
I  ou  eiiner  nave  or  have  not  irot  the  assent  of    .^.^v.,  u  j         ■     .  i  •    ' 

France  to  this  seizure.     If  you  h^ave  got  iUt  is  by  ^  ^^'  ,^'  used  against  our  honor,  our  integrity, 
private,  covert  negotiation-a  mean  accentan/e    T.^^^!^'L^:V''  L"'':°°' /":"?"' 


^  acceptance 

of  illegal  plunder  from  a  Power,  whose  ten  thou- 
sand wrongs,  injuries,  and  insults,  are  unredressed, 
uncompensated,  unrevenged. 

li  we  have  not  got  her  assent,  we  act  inconsis- 
tently, and  encounter  the  very  danger— that  of  a 
contested  title — which  we  affect  to  be  solicitous 
to  avoid  ;  and  in  case  ( which,  God  forbid !)  France 
should  be  victorious  in  her  attempt  to  overthrow 
the  liberties  of  mankind,  we  should  have  to  re- 
store it  at  her  bidding.  She  will  convert  us  into 
a  mere  trustee  of  her  own  appointment,  for  her 
lathCoN.  IsISess.— 17 


at  present,  pursue  this  topic.     My  object  is  not  to 

I  excite  adverse  feeling,  but  merely  to  awaken  a 

I  strict  attention,  and  dircqt  a  temperate  investi- 

]  gation  to  the  proposition  before  us.     What  is  that 

proposition  ;  what  is  the  statement  of  the  case,  as 

presented  us  by  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 

committee  ?     It  is  to  seize  a  province  belonging 

to  Spain  ;  to  seize  and  occupy  it  by  the  armies  of 

the  United  States;  to  besiege  an  important  and 

formidable  fortress;  to  use  force  against  a  present 

friendly,  neutral  Power — that  is,  in  short,  to  wage 

war  against  Spain.     What  are  the  avowed  rea- 
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»onf,  or  ralher  pretexts? — I  say  pretexts,  because 
it  is  historically  and  proverbially  true,  that  those 
who  are  determined  on  war — who  are  trreedy  for 
cooquest — can  always  find  pretexts,  and  dignify 
therij  with  the  name  of  reasons.  War.  indeed,  is 
the  uitinui  ratio  regum  ;  and  when  we  read  the 
manrfestoes  of  Kincs  determined  to  make  war.  it 
IS  n>ure  ihat  literary  curiosity  may  he  gratified, 
thaa  that  our  consciences  may  be  enlightened,  or 
our  understandings  convinced.  We  may  occa- 
sionally be  delighted  with  the  speciousness  of 
statejuent  and  dexterity  of  arj^uraent ;  we  may  be 
nioiueniarily  dazzled  with  the  splendid  colors 
with  which  ingenuity  may  deck  the  robe  of  fraud, 
but  tile  inherent  deformity  of  the  design  it  is  im- 
possible to  conceal. 

Ifwbecile,  indeed,  must  be  the  understanding — 
disiogenuous,  indeed,  the  nature — of  that  man, 
who  does  not  instantly  detect  and  despise  the  mis- 
erabjt,  though  elaborate  sophistry,  which  justi- 
fies java.«-ion,  and  instigates  to  plunder,  and  (in 
wretched  inconsistency)  seeks  a  confirmation  of 
independence  and  a  guarantee  of  the  integrity  of 
emp^^e  in  the  subjugation  of  an  innocent  neigh- 
bor.^nd  in  propagating,  as  the  precur>or  of  arms, 
the  l>oly  doctrines  of  insurrection,  treason,  and 
rebeJIioa.  I  own  that  I  rejoice  that  so  much 
paioviihave  been  taken  to  apologize  for  this  meas- 
ure. .  It  shows  that  we  still  retain  some  sense  of 
shariiie — that  we  do  not  surrender  our  innocence 
witbi^ut  some  decent  struggles  to  save  appear- 
auct>;.  We  have  not, as  yet,  acquired  the  unblush- 
ing JSardihood  of  our  great  prototypes  and  mod- 
els. '.Though  unju>t  in  our  design,  we  [)ay  some 
iioirf.age  to  justice;  we  dare  not  openly  despise 
wliaH.  mankind  have  hitherto  deemed  most  sacred  ; 
we  acknowledge  that  flagrant  injustice  ought  to 


aroq  e   indignation. 


of  ray  country,  deeply  apprehensive  that,  in  the 
minds  of  foreign  nation  —  ia  the  minds  of  a  ma- 
jority of  thii  nation,  whose  moral  sense  it  will 
offend — it  is  liable  to  the  odious  epithet  contained 
in  the  last  sentence  I  have  qoted :  It  is  a  wicked 
war;   it  is  robbery  ! 

If  this  is  not  war,  but  something  done  only  in 
reference  to  and  for  the  security  of  an  indemnity  ; 
a  reducing  of  a  legal  lien  into  possession  ;  a  pro- 
cess to  confirm  peace  ;  an  instrument  of  neootia- 
tion  ; — it  is  a  measure  the  President  already  has 
in  his  power;  it  is  the  treaty-making  power;  he 
can  act  without  our  aid. 

But,  sir,  can  there  bv  any  doubt  that  this  act 
will  be  war  against  Spain  ?  If  we  reject  VatteVs 
definition,  shall  we  adopt  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson? 
Is  it  not  an  effort  to  do,  lo  this  instance,  as  much 
harm  as  we  can  ?  Is  it  not  an  attempt  to  reduce 
the  people  of  Ea.st  Florida  to  a  foreign  yoke? 
Are  gentlemen  discontented  at  the  exjiression? 
Lei  them  examine  it ;  it  is  strictly  correct.  Their 
independence  of  u>4s  to  be  presumed  as  valuable 
to  them,  as  our  indejVfndence  of  them  is  valuable 
to  us.  They  have  an  equal  right  to  self-govern- 
ment. Their  peculiar  habits,  u.sages,  and  insti- 
tutions, their  very  prejudices  and  errors,  are  as 
dear  to  them  as  ours  are  to  us.  Do  we  affect  to 
pity  them,  and  compassionate  their  real  or  ima- 
ginary sufferings,  under  what  Mr.  Monroe  calls 
a  tottering  and  irresolute  Government?  They 
deeply  reciprocate  your  commiseration,  and  con- 
aratulate  themselves  that  they  are  not  as  we  are — 
Protestants,  republicans,  and  sinners. 

Shall  we  adopt  Mr.  Madison's  definition  of  war  ? 
He  describes — and  a  majority  here  must  say. 
justly  describes — impressment  as  an  assumption 
of  self-redress  ;  a  substitution  of  force,  wliich  falls 


being  war.  by  asseverating  it  is  not  war? 

Sir,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  believe 
it  will  be  war  in  fact.  So  deemed  by  Spam  and 
her  allies  ;  so  deemed  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  at  least  the  contemplated,  appre- 
hended, inevitable  consequence  of  our  act.  Why 
not  then  declare  it  directly,  unequivocally,  and 


i 

i 
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Tiie  invasions  that  have  i  within  the  definition  of  war.  Do  we  pretend  that 
beeit  carried  on  by  other  nations— the  different  |  we  can  invest  fortresses,  circumvallate  cities, 
partitions  of  Poland— the  capture  of  the  Danish  raise  fleets  and  armies,  and  move  them  against  a 
flee:— we  agree  were  atrocious  acts.  But.  our  \  foreign  nation  ;  have  all  the  pride,  pomp,  and  cir- 
occtipation  of  East  Florida,  paitly  by  force  of  cumstance  of  war,  and  yet  prevent  this  from 
arra^,  and  partly  by  subornation  of  treason,  is  a 
difftfreni  affair ;  our  pretext  is  indemnity.  It  has 
lonji  ago  been  elegantly  said,  that  when  a  lamb 
is  to  be  devoted,  any  thicket  in  which  it  may  hap- 
pen io  stray  will  furnish  the  fuel  necessary  for  its 
sacrifice. 

B.nt,  sir,  I  recollect  there  is  an  argument  which 
has  been  distinctly  announced,  and  was  sirenu-  j  without  evasion?  The  rule  of  common  law  i\ 
ously  urged  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  j  in  this  respect,  the  rule  of  common  sense,  and  of 
Teanessee  on  my  right,  which  is  worthy  of  exam- ;  universal  equity.  What  you  ought  not  to  do 
inat;on.  though,  I  humbly  conceive,  susceptible  |  directly,  you  ought  not  to  do  indirectly.  Inlend- 
ot  easy  refutation.  He  denies  this  will  be  war.  |  ing  war— at  least,  calculating  that  the  inevitable 
As  ihis  argument  comes  from  so  respectable  a  ^  consequence  of  your  proceedings  will  be  war, 
quarter.  I  will  endeavor  to  obviate  it,  not  by  rea-  |  why  do  we  not  frankly,  manfully.°magnanimously 
sonitigs  of  my  own.  but  by  the  most  compliment-  ;  declare  it  ?  Let  the  people  of  this  country  under- 
ary  course  I  can  adopt— by  the  quotation  of  I  stand  it ;  let  us  have  an  open  war  for  an  avowed 
resp-ctable  and  conclusive  authority.  We  will  I  object.  Why  should  we  shroud  our  intention  in 
appt  al  to  ihe  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations,  and  :  dastardly  ambiguity  ?  This  evasive  course— this 
to  I  ulteLis  the  most  authoritative  and  judicious  ,  doing  a  thing/)er  oit'i^uum.  p^r/muJ«;n— is  what 
of  all  those  writers.  [Here,  Mr,  Hitnter  quoted  our  Consiitulion.  spriuging  as  it  does  from  our  re- 
Vati'sl.}  Leaning  then,  sir.  upon  this  staff  of  au-  publican  habits,  from  our  inborn  love  of  justice, 
Ihoiity,  I  s^  this  IS  not  only  war,  but  an  offer.-  from  our  moral  aversion  to  conquest,  and  our 
sive  war;  not  only  an  offensive,  but  an  unjust  physical  inaptitude  for  it ;  from  our  love  of  peace, 
war;  not  only  unjust,  but  1  am,  for  the  honor    from  our  well  founded   apprehensions    that  our 
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extent  of  territory  is  already  dangerously  exees- 
siTe  ;  this  evasive  course — this  obliquity  of  con- 
duct— is  what  our  Constitution,  influenced  by 
these  considerations,  prohibits,  deprecates,  and 
disdains. 

Though  I  am  afraid,  sir.  this  argument,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  constitutionality  of  our  course,  ac- 
cording to  the  fashion  of  the  day.  will  be  deemed 
a  point  of  little  consequence;  yet,  sir,  I  deem  it 
proper  to  suggest  and  enforce  it.  By  our  Consti- 
tution, there  can  be  no  merely  constructive  dec- 
laration of  an  offensive  war  ;  it  must  be  a  direct 
one.  As  a  Legislature,  we  have  the  power,  not 
of  making  war,  but  of  declaring  war.  Congress 
shall  have  power  "  lo  declare  war."  This  clause, 
so  worded,  must  evidently  settle  the  old  litigated 
question  raised  by  many  writers  on  the  laws  of 
nations,  viz:  whether  a  declaration  should  not 
always  precede  an  offensive  war?  We  are  to 
declare  it,  to  announce  it  in  plain  terms  to  our  peo- 
ple, and  to  the  enemy.  It  is  intended  we  should 
refer  them  to  a  plain  declaration  of  ihe  change  of 
our  condition — not  draw  them  into  it  by  an  act 
circuitously  leading  to  this  result,  and  involving 
this  as  an  inevitable  consequence. 

In  interpreting  our  Constitution,  when  it  refers 
to  the  topics  treated  of,  and  the  terms  used  in  the 
law  of  nations,  our  construction  ought  lo  be  in 
conformity  to  the  law  of  nations;  as  much  as 
when  it  adopts  the  principles  and  terms  of  the 
common  law.  we  must  refer  to  them,  by  them 
elicit  its  meaning,  and  modify  its  construction. 
War  has  a  technical  meaning  in  the  law  of  na- 
tions. To  declare  war,  is  a  precise,  technical, 
appropriate,  unambiguous,  undeceiving  phrase.  It 
is  the  peculiar  idiom  of  a  just  and  wise  nation. 
The  declaration  with  us  must  always  precede 
the  act;  of  course,  I  refer  to  offensive  war.  De- 
fensive war  explains  and  declares  itself.  The 
framers  of  nur  Constitution  intended,  that  our 
offensive  wars  should  be  few,  indeed;  never, 
except  in  a  case  of  terrible  necessity.  They  in- 
tended they  should  be  lawful  wars,  in  due  form — 
the  jnsta  bella  of  Grotius.  There  must  be  a 
denunciato  belli.  This  is  one  of  the  restraints 
imposed,  and  intended  by  the  Constitution  as  a 
check  against  the  sudden  or  frequent  breaking 
out  of  this  pestilence  of  the  human  race. 

Sir.  if  you  pass  this  law,  to  take  possession  of 
the  colony  of  a  foreign,  friendly,  European  Pow- 
er, you  make  no  previous  declaration  of  war.  But, 
by  the  concession  of  all.  it  is  war.  It  is  absurd 
to  say.  you  can  shatter  my  arm,  and  cut  off  my 
limbs,  and  pretend  it  is  not  war  upon  my  person. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  unfairness  and  injustice  of 
this  course  towards  the  foreign  nation,  who  has 
thus  no  chance  of  making  you  voluntary  repara- 
tion for  real  or  imaginary  wrong,  what  is  your 
conduct  towards  your  own  citizens  ?  What  is 
their  miserable,  because  uncertain,  condition  ? 
Would  it  be  treason  to  morrow  for  American  cit- 
izens to  give  information  to  the  Government  of 
St.  Augustine,  to  supply  their  settlement  with 
arms  and  provisions?  Would  it  be  treason  to 
supply  the  European  mother  country  with  grain  ? 
Sir,  there  are  no  oieans  of  a  uaiioa  carrying 


into  effect  an  extra-territorial  law,  against  a  for- 
ei{Tn  resisting  nation,  but  by  force,  but  by  war. 
Ought  you  not  to  apprize  your  own  citizens  ?  are 
they  to  be  endangered  and  entrapped  ?  If  they 
can  supply  without  treason,  they  certainly  can 
without  misdemeanor.  For  this  act  is  included 
in  the  definition  of  treason,  and  all  mere  misde- 
meanors are  merged.  The  people  of  St.  Augustine 
become  vour  enemies;  can  you  carry  them  suc- 
cor? Will  you  venture  to  indict  for  treasoo 
those  who  supply  them?  Or  will  you,  most  in- 
consistently and  absurdly,  permit  your  own  citi- 
zens to  counteract  your  purpose,  and  frustrate 
your  object?  Will  you  place  yourselves  in  the 
undignified,  embarrassing  attitude,  of  seeing  them 
violate  your  laws,  and  yet  be  dispunishable  ? 

Sir,  there  is  .something  in  this  proceeding,  at 
which  the  genius  of  our  Constitution  revolts;  it 
violates  all  our  fundamental  maxims  of  internal 
intercourse  and  Constitutional  construction;  it 
inverts  all  our  theories,  it  overthrows  all  our  pre- 
cedents. 

What,  sir,  are  the  justificatory  causes  of  this 
war.  as  understood  by  General  Pinckney?  Not 
that  lie  approves  them  ;  he  seems  anxious  to  ex- 
plain to  the  Government  that  he  acts  as  a  soldier 
in  obedience  to  command  ;  he  accepts  with  re- 
luctance his  compound  character,  half  military, 
half  diplomatic,  and  industriously  collects  apolo- 
gies for  the  act  he  is  compelled  to  execute,  from 
his  correspondence  with  the  Government.  He 
enumerates  six  distinct  j^rounds,  on  which  he  un- 
derstands he  is  to  justify  his  occupation  of  the 
Province  of  East  Florida  : 

1.  Indemnity  for  the  spoliations  committed  by 
Spain. 

2.  Refusal  to  grant  an  amnesty  to  the  Spanish 
revolutionary  patriots. 

3.  The  prelendedly  illegal  attack  upon  the 
troops  at  Moosa,  during  the  negotiation. 

4.  Excitement  of  the  Indians. 

5.  Seduction  of  negroes  into  the  service  of  the 
Spaniards. 

6.  The  apprehension  of  the  use  that  may  be 
made  of  the  country,  by  our  present  enemy,  Great 
Britain. 

They  may  be  all  included  in  the  convenient 
and  comprehensive  phrase  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  splen- 
did apology  of  years  of  protracted  war — indem- 
nity for  the  past,  security  for  the  future  ;  but, 
above  all,  satisfaction  for  our  honor. 

The  first  general  ground,  indemnity  for  the 
past,  consists  in  an  assertion  that  injuries  have 
been  committed  against  us  by  Spain,  and  that 
reparation  has  been,  and  is,  refused.  The  second 
general  ground  resolves  itself  into  necessity.  This 
but  too  frequently  is  the  tyrant's  pica;  but,  in 
the  present  case,  it  is  asserted  to  be  an  honest  ne- 
cessity, justifying,  on  military  maxims,  this  mea- 
sure, as  the  dictate  of  self-defence. 

That  Spam,  unregeneraied,  unrevolutionized, 
ancient  Spain,  as  the  ally  of  France,  and  as  insti- 
gated by  France,  committed  unwarrantable  spoli- 
ations on  our  commerce,  is  true;  but  that  she  has 
ever  denied  reparation  and  indemnity,  I  conceive 
that  every  step  taken,  in  the  varioos  negotiations 
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;  with  her,  will  disprove.     It  can  hardly  be  ei- 
I  pecteJ  that  I  shall  enter  into  a  minute  and  elabo- 
j.rate  discussion  o(  these  negotiations — the  mere 
JjMTUs.il  of  documents,  published  and  unpublished, 
{would  occupy  more  of  the  precious  time  of  the 
TSenaie  than  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  consume. 
^Buf,  sir.  I  have    felt    it  my  incumbent  duty  to 
•  peruse  these  documents,  to  consider  them  with  all 
'Sihe  attention   the  importance  of  the  subject  de- 
landed,  and   I  have  perused  them  with  all   the 
eagerness  of  curiosity,  and  that  spirit  of  impartial 
ftnquity.  which  a  young  and  unhackneyed  politi- 
cian, who  avows  himself  free  from  prejudices  and 
&)repor.sessions,  in  common  liberality,  I  hope  may 
fee  presumed  to  i^^e\. 

fj  Sir.  the  honest  and  sincere  conviction  of  my 
lind  is.  that  Spain  is  not  only  guiltless  of  un- 
nllin^ness  of  reparation,  and  of  reluctance  to 
indemnity,  but  that  with  such  guilt  our  Govern- 
(nent  never  charged  her,  until  circumstances  ren- 
lered  it  as  difficult  for  Spain  to  consummate  re- 
laratiun,  as  it  was  unfair  and  improper  for  our 
lovernment  to  urge,  or  to  expect  it.  A  nation, 
gis  well  as  an  individual,  has  claims  upon  our 
V;ornpassion  and  humanity. 

E  Ungenerous,  indeed,  must  be  his  nature,  who 
^ould  press  even  his  legal  claim,  with  the  'same 
•'stubborn  and  indiscriminate  pertinacity,  against 
fan  inf^ividual  struggling  with  adversity,  and  op- 
Ipressfd  by  misfortunes,  as  against  one  who  was 
^thnvmg  and  prosperous,  and  who  resisted  justice 
gtroni  the  pride  of  power,  and  the  arrogance  of 
Iwealtli.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  rest  this  point  upon 
peal   to  our  generosity,  estimable  as  that 


pensation  as  well  for  Spanish  wrongs  at  for 
those  inflicted  by  France  in  Spanish  territories. 
This  was  resisted;  certainly  with  some  show  of 
reason  and  equity  on  the  part  of  Spain.  But 
Count  Cevallos,  the  Spanish  Minister,  offered  to 
include  even  these,  in  a  certain  way.  That  is 
he  was  willing  that  the  general  question,  how 
far  Spain  ought  to  be  liable  for  French  aggres- 
sions in  her  territories,  on  American  property^ 
should  be  left  to  the  Commissioners,  who  were 
to  be  appointed,  according  to  an  article  of  the 
convention.  He  was  willing  to  leave  it  on  the 
grounds  of  equity  and  justice,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  for  them  to  determine.  A 
proposition,  in  a  transaction  of  this  nature,  cer- 
tainly importing  uncommon  fairness  and  integ- 
rity ;  especially  when  we  consider  that  the  Com- 
missioners were  to  be  mutually  appointed.  Mr. 
Pinckney,  either  from  error  of  judgment  or  the 
strictness  of  his  instructions,  rejected  this  propo- 
sition, and  insisted  on  and  obtained  an  article 
holding  in  reserve  and  unextinguished  our  claims 
for  French  depredations,  as  matter  for  future 
negotiation.  This  convention,  as  has  been  ex- 
plained by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, rested  for  a  length  of  time,  session  after 
session,  before  the  Senate.  It  was  at  length  ulti- 
mately approved,  and  ratified  here.  Before, how- 
ever, it  was  returned  to  Spain,  the  transfer  of 
Louisiana  by  France  to  the  United  States  look 
place — an  event  which  was,  as  Mr.  Jefferson  in- 
forms us,  as  unexpected  asdisagreeabh*  to  Spain  ; 
an  act  which  she  bitterly  regretted,  against  which 
she  solemnly  but   unavailingly   prote^^ted.     But 


ation  for  all  loises  sustained  by  individuals,  in 
consequence  of  her  own  spoliations  on  our  com- 
"erce. 

By  the  Treaty  of  1795,  concluded  bv  General 

homas  Pinckney.  our  merchants  received  not 
,  nly  adequate  indemnity,  but  even  a  lucrative 
jipompfHsation  for  their  losses.  In  openincr  the 
Negotiation  of    1S02.   Mr.  Charle..  Pinckne'V  re- 

*k"  '"  'i'^  ^^^''  ^"'^  eulogizes,  in  a  style  of  more 
j^han  *)rdinary  diplomatic  courtesy,  the  integrity 
the  gcwod  faith,  and  the  magnanimity  of  the  Span- 
ish Government.  Spain  had  become  strictly  al- 
lied to  France,  and  through  the  pusillanimity, 
jj^erhaps  corruption,  of  the  favorite,  (he  Prince  of 
^eace.  had  also  become  meanly  subordinate  to 
jier  designs,  a  partaker  in  her  crimes  and  follies, 
phough  not  m  her  spoils.  She  was  at  once  the 
J^lupe  of  her  councils,  and   the  prey  of  her  rapa-  ,  onam    wu.cn 

f'ated  i'oi       '°^''^^''°"  °^  ^;^'^^«.  ^he  depre- 1  and   r;sumed, 
.^ated  upon  our  commerce.     She  grounded  her  |  under   the  ext 

LTwror.s"rih''"°K'r'^"^^1-     ^"'   the.e    which  dis^in'i 
y^ere  wrongs,  as  I  have  before  said,  unintention- 

?eDai'r'^'"Burfp™,'";?ffi"'^r^  '^V""^'  solicitous  to  j  a  very  concise,  and  I  hope  not  uncandid  history 

Wred  in  thespS'      '?'  r'^l^  "^  ^'"^^  ^'^''''^    ^'^  «"'  negotiation  with  Spain.     I  refer  with  con- 
f^ccurred  in  the  settlement  of  the  Convention  of    "  ■  ■      ■  - 


y 

changed  our  relative  situation  with  Spain.  She 
no  longer  assented  to  that  clause  of  the  treaty, 
which  kept  alive  against  her  claims  for  French 
spoliations.  As  has  been  explained  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  frotn  Vermont,  she  denied  our 
right  to  a  double  satisfaction  for  the  same  inju- 
ries— a  double  payment  of  the  same  debt.  She 
contended  she  was  virtually  released  ;  and  io 
this  she  was  supported  by  the  express  declara- 
tion of  France,  and  by  the  opinion  of  the  most 
celebrated  lawyers  and  civilians  of  this  country, 
some  of  them  officers  of  the  Government. 

But  she  never  refused  compensation  for  her 
own  spoliations;  fruitless  negotiations  on  this 
and  other  topics  s'ill  continued.  And  by  the 
Message  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1808,  we  are  in- 
formed, that  ''the  important  negotiation  with 
Spain,  which  had  been  alternately  suspended 
necessarily  experiences  a  pause, 
raordinary  and  interesting  crisis 
ishes  her  internal  situation." 

That  crisis  has  not  yet  subsided.     This, 


sir.  IS 


I 


he  11th  of  August,  1S02.     Th 


fidence  to  the  documents.    Theyare  in  the  hands 


■ultv  arose  from  ?hp  i,7       ,  P^'DC'Pal  diffi-    of  gentlemen   who  can  detect  any   involuntary 

lel^tia  0  s  10  have  in    n?^t'  °"  '^''  P'^'  °^  our    error.     If  I  have  committed  one,  I  assure  iherA 
.e.otiaiors,  to  have  included  in  the  treaty,  com- '  u  u  lovoluntary.    I  said,  sir,  that  the  interest- 
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jng  and  extraordinary  crisis,  to  which  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson referred,  as  distinguishing  the  internal  sit- 
uation of  Spain,  had  not  subsided.  What  was 
that  crisis?  A  mighty  effort  by  the  great  mass 
of  the  people,  abandoned  by  their  King,  deserted 
by  their  nobles,  rising  up  in  their  might  to  expel 
a  foreign  invader  and  usurper  from  their  dear 
native  soil.  Examine  the  history  of  all  previ- 
ous re  volution  s— that  which  expelled  A  us  tria  from 
Switzerland,   Spain   from   Holland,  the  Stuarts 

trom  England,  and  England  from  this  country 

and  you  will  discover  none  of  them  to  be  the 
effect  of  a  more  genuine,  deep-felt,  popular  emo- 
tion, than  the  revolution  achieved  by  the  patriots 
of  Spain.  Yes.  sir,  that  people  are  enga^^ed  in 
a  war  of  defence  of  their  native  soil.  theTr  fire- 
sides, their  altars,  against  a  foreign  invader;  in 
a  war  of  that  kind,  that  does  and  ought  to  excite 
the  most  sensitive  interest,  the  most'affectionate 
sympathy,  in  the  bosoms  of  a  free  people,  espe- 
cially of  a  people  themselves  but  recently  inde- 
pendent, and  who  had  to  fight  for  their  inde- 
pendence. Strange  indeed  it  is,  that  the  wars  of 
Greece  against  Persia,  should  retain  an  unfading 
interest  in  our  memories,  and  excite,  even  at  this 
day,  sublime  and  pious  emotions;  and  that  the 
■wars  of  the  Spanish  patriot?  should  be  forgotten. 
Strange,  indeed,  that  we  remember  Marathon! 
and  forget  Saragossa. 

Sir,  what  was  the  first  effect  of  this  revolution 
in   Spam  in  regard  to  this  country?— a  restora- 
tion, in  mass,  of  all  the  vessels  and  property  be- 
longing to  American  citizens;  an  order  to  their 
Court  of  Prizes  to  act  no   more  on  the  French 
decrees;  an  observance  of  all  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  with  us.     This  they  did  voluntarily,  as  an 
act  of  justice,  and  as  a  pledge  of  that  good  will 
towards  us,  which  a  newly  emancipated  people 
felt  towards  one   happily  already  free  and  inde- 
pendent.    What  was  the  further  effect,  when  the 
Government  was  in  some  degree  settled,  and  had 
leisure  to  attend  to  its  foreign  concerns  ?— a  mis- 
sion to  this  country,  in  the  person  of  Chevalier 
Onis.     Why.  sir.  is  there  this  dexterous  evasion 
this  strenuous  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Adminis- 
tration to  keep  from  the  sight  of  the  people,  from  I 
the  sight   of  the   Senate,  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  treaty-making  power,  the  correspondence  of! 
Don  Onis,  or  rather  his  attempts  at  correspond-  j 
ence?     Why  cannot  this  nation  be  authentically 
informed  of  the  fact,  whether  he  made  a  formal  i 
and  express  offer  to  place  in   the  hands  of  our  ' 
Government  in  mirancc,  a  sum  in  specie,  suffi- 
cient  to  satisfy  all   the   claims  for  captures,  and 
for  injuries  sustained,  through   the  withholding 
the  permission  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans  ;  that 
he  likewise  offered  to  adjust   the  subject  of  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  ourselves  ?— that  he  offered  substantially  to  do 
all  thij,  I  am  convinced.     It  has  been  published 
in   Spain,  under  the  eye  of  the  Cortes;  it  has 
been    published,   over   and    over   again,    in    this 
country.     It  has  never  been  contradicted.     It  has 
been  madt  the  ground  of  Ministerial  assertion  in 
England,  to  evince  the  nature  of  French  influ- 
-ence  in  the  United  States;  it  has  been  made  the 


jround   of  reasoning,  in   the   discussion   of  the 
French  Moniteurs,  to  evince  to  the  Spaniards 
how  much  safer  they  were  under  French  protec- 
tion than  that  of  the  patriots.     France,  say  they, 
protected  you  against  the  arrogant  and  enormous 
claims  of  those  transAtlantic,  shopkeeping  dem- 
ocrats.     She  gave  you  the  means  of  restraining 
their  rapacity,  or  participating  in  their  ill-gotten 
profits.     She  was  a  guarantee  to  you  against  their 
ambitious  intentions,  hostile  to  your  valuable  but 
unprotected  colonies.     But  vour  patriotic  Gov- 
ernment yields  to  these  insolent  demands,  and 
seems  to  favor  their  projects.     It  offers  them  the 
treasures,  of  which   you  are  in  want;  it  opens 
the  protective  barriers  of  your  colonies,  and  en- 
dangers tRlt  mines  of  Mexico— the  source  of  your 
opulence,  and  the  basis  of  your  national  eran- 
deur.  * 

Sir.  we  have  served  a  notice  on  the  President 
to  produce  the  correspondence,  to  detail  the  ver- 
bal offers  of  Don  Onis;  not  being  produced,  we 
have  a  right  to  state  what  we  justly  suppose  to 
be  their  substance.  Our  divinations,  conjectures, 
if  they  be  conjectures,  can  be  put  down  at  once; 
falsified  by  the  production  of  the  papers,  but  br 
nothing  else.  This  again,  sir,  is  a  rule  of  com'- 
mon  law,  and  common  sense.  Circumstances, 
the  absence  of  all  contrary  proof  the  cautious 
forbearance  of  all  denial,  the  non-production  of 
papers,  when  called  for  by  friends,  the  gratuitous 
assumption  of  limiting  the  intentions  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  their  call  for  papers,  to  those  which  had 
occurred  since  the  last  session ;  all  this  tends 
convincingly  to  prove,  that  this  offer  of  indem- 
nity, on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Government, 
has  been  made,  and  has  been  rejected. 

How  stands  the  case,  then,  on  the  foot  of  in- 
demnity?    Not  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  Spain 
to  make  adequate  and  liberal  indemnity,  but  a 
refusal  on  our  part  to  accept  it.     Sir,  the  mass  of 
papers  produced,  bulky  as  they  are.  is  more  re- 
markable  for  its  deficiency,  than   its  contents. 
There  is  something,  not  produced,  which  if  it 
were  produced,  would  be  fatal,  on'  the  head  of 
indemnity.     There  are  various  other  topics   of 
argument,  which   might   be    urged  against  this 
strong  ground   of  pretended  indemnity.     If  you 
are  injured,  and  deem  yourself  entitled  to  indem- 
nity, ought  you  not  previously   to  demand   it? 
Even  the  British  demanded  the  Danish  fleet,  and 
it  was  refused,  before  they  seized  it.     Has  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  committee  forgotten 
his  own  able  and  successful  arguments,  and  those 
of  his  friends,  on   this  point,  in  the  Senate,  oq 
Mr.  Ross's  resolution  in  1803  1   A  positive  injury 
was  inflicted,  a  perfect  and  essential  right  secured 
and  consecrated  by  treaty  was  denied  you;  but 
then,  the  honorable  gentleman,  with   his  usual 
ability,  supported  by  his  amiable  friend  De  Witt 
Clinton,   manfully,   triumphantly   stemmed   the 
torrent   of  the   redundant,  I  will   not  say  over- 
bearing,  eloquence    of   Ross    and    Gouverneur 
Morris— explained    to    the    nation  the  duty,  the 
necessity,   the  justice   of    previous   negotiation, 
and  preserved  this  young  and  pro.<=perous  nation 
from    a    premature    and    unnecessary   conflict. 
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What  was  correct,  judicious,  and  moral  then.  I 
humbly  apprebeud  will  be  so  now. 

Bui.  sir,  upon  the  mere  principles  of  indemnity, 

conceding   that   you    bad  a   right    to  take  it,  it 

would  not,  in  any  sense  of  the  term,  be  one.     It 

is  inadequate,  li  obtained,  even  if  it  cost  nothing 

to  obiain  it.     Waiving  the  consideration  of  the 

amount  of  spoliations,  it   will  cost   more  to  re- 

covetj  the  thing  sued  for  than  it  is  worth.     It  is 

no  in<lemniiy  to  the  actual  sufferers  by  Spanish 

spoliations,  and    this  act   is  accomplished  by  no 

]  pifdge  of  the  national   faith,  that  they  shall  be 

1  individually  compensated  from  this  fund  for  their 

^lossesi,   while    their    losses   are    made    the    only 

■f grouijd  or  pretext  of  this  proceeding.     Even,  sir, 

J^at  tht;  risk  of  being  tedious  and   uninteresting,  I 

^must'  concisely   examine  each    of  these    points. 

SrWill   it   be  pretended   that   Florida  is  worth  the 

'^'whole  claim  of  our  Government  against  Spain  7 

rWe  must  take   gentlemen  on    their  own  princi- 

spies,  and  calculate  the  amount  set  down  by  our 

•  GoTernment,  including  Spanish  spoliations — 
il  French   spoliations    in    Spanish  territories — and 

the  iojuries  sustained  by  the  prohibition  of  the 
right  of  deposits  at  New  Orleans.  The  first  item 
amounts  to  three,  the  second  to  two  millions; 
the  las',  may  be  stated  at  one,  making  six  millions 
principal,  with  the  interest  for  ten  year?,  consti- 
^  luting  an  aggregate  of  about  ten  millions  of  dol- 

•  lars.  And  would  you  as  a  matter  of  purchase 
^giTe  a  fourth  of  this  sum  for  Florida,  if  you 
J  could  have   quiet    possession   of  it  to-morrow? 

No,  .sir,  you-  would  wisely  hesitate;  nay  you 
woulO  absolutely  reject  it.  But  if  you  carve  out 
your  own  remedy  ;  convert  into  possession  and 
enjoyment  your  deposite — your  pledge — consum- 
mate your  right  of  lien  by  ownership;  select 
your  means  and  chance  of  indemnity  ;  estreat 
your;tond  with  all  its  amount  of  penalties;  you 
have  all  that  in  law.  justice,  or  equity  you  can 
|<  demand.  The  question  is  closed;  you  have  no 
g  actiou  open  on  your  covenants  or  assumpsits. 
1  But,  sir,  to  whom  is  Florida,  with  its  wide  waste 
I  of  sands,  its  di.sinal  swamps,  its  mixed,  mongrel 

•  population,  transferred  ?  To  the  actual  sufferers 
\^  by  Spanish  and  French  spoliations  ?  to  the  indi- 
P  vidual  sufferers  in    the  cities  of  Charleston,  Bal- 

'  tirnore-,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston,  Salem, 

iProviifence,  and  Newport  7  No,  sir,  it  is  trans- 
ferred flomiually  to  the  United  States,  who  takes 
it  in  her  corporate  capacity  as  trustee  for  the 
w  State  of  Georgia.  She  will  have  the  greatest,  if 
1  iKl  the  sole  beneficiary  interest ;  as  for  the  claims 
^  of  the  merchants,  they  will  still  be  uncompensa- 
f  led  ;  Spain  or  France,  or  the  United  States,  will 
f  still  stand  debited  in  their  ledgers.  Sir,  I  know 
'  a  hoi»se  in  ihe  town  of  Providence  who  are  in- 
I  terested  in  this  claim  to  the  amount  of  $200,006. 
I  1  know  of  another,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in- 
f  terested  to  double  this  amount,  and  whose  right 
i  and  chance  of  compensation,  under  the  conven- 
-  lion  of  August,  1802,  were  admitted  and  ascer- 
!5  taineti. 

^*  Sir,  I  would  as  soon  ^hake  at  them  the  sand  of 
1  an  hourglass,  as  measure  out  to  them  the  sands 
f  of  Florida  as  a  compensalioo,  even  if  you  meant 


to  give  them  that  which  you  do  not  intend.  It 
would,  indeed,  be  a  memento  mori  of  their  claim. 
If  this  transaction  is  bottomed  upon  a  pure  and 
comprehensive  equity,  why  is  it  not  accompanied 
with  a  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to 
compensate  the  individual  sufferers  7  Are  they 
to  be  left  to  their  legal  remedies,  against  Sover- 
eigns not  suable?  Is  one  part  of  the  Union  to 
convert  to  their  own  exclusive  bentfit  the  mis- 
fortunes of  the  other  part?  Are  the  planters  of 
the  South  (against  whom  I  certainly  have  no 
prejudices)  to  thrive  and  prosper  upon  the  losses 
of  the  merchants  of  the  North?  Are  they,  who 
have  paid  no  consideration,  to  hold  and  enjoy 
this  estate  7  I  put  this  plain  matter  to  the  under- 
standings and  consciences  of  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  party 
politics.  I  do  not,  on  the  ground  of  party,  op- 
pose this  measure. 

But.  sir,  I  must  hurry  on  to  consider  what  this 
indemnity  will  cost  you ;  what  will  be  the  ex- 
penses of  this  suit,  to  reduce  to  pos5essioD  this 
pledge.  What  will  you  have  to  pay  for  ihe  in- 
strument, by  which  you  are  to  carve  out  your 
own  remedy  ?  Will  it  not  cost  much  more  ihaa 
you  will  actually  obtain?  What  is  this  project, 
as  described  by  General  Pinckney?  To  reduce 
tile  fortress  of  St.  Augustine — to  occupy  East 
Florida.  What  force  will  this  require  '  Omit- 
ting the  walled  towns  of  Flanders,  and  Q,uebec, 
and  Gibraltar,  St.  Augustine  is  the  strongest 
place,  by  nature  and  art,  in  ihe  world.  Attend  to 
the  description  of  it  in  the  papers  produced.  Re- 
collect the  failure  of  General  Oglethorpe,  in  ihe 
year  1739,  and  the  discomfiture,  (I  will  not  say 
disgrncej  that  th«>n,on  this  account,  was  attached 
to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  and  her  colonies. 

To  give  a  probability  of  success  to  this  meas- 
ure, four  thousand  re"[ular  troops,  an  immense 
train  of  battering  artillery,  all  the  volunteer  force 
that  Tennessee,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  are 
able  to  supply,  besides  a  large  number  of  guuboals, 
brigs.  <&c.;  ten  thousand  men,  in  different  ways, 
must  be  employed  in  this  expedition,  and  itscoo- 
neoled  and  associated  objects  of  the  subjugation 
of  the  Seminoles,  the  Creeks,  and  other  Indian 
nations.  Even  if  you  are  successful,  you  will 
lose  one-half  of  your  troops  by  battle  or  by  sick- 
ness. You  will  not  be  able  to  commence  the 
siege,  until  April,  and  in  June  the  climate  would 
oblige  you  to  abandon  if.  The  troops  must  come 
from  the  upland  country  of  the  adjoining  States. 
Sir,  it  is  a  medical  fact,  that  they,  no  more  than 
the  men  of  an  extreme  northern  climate,  can  en- 
dure the  intense  heat,  the  pestilential  vapors,  and 
the  clouds  of  musquitoes,  that  darken  and  pol- 
lute the  swamps  and  sands  of  Florida.  If  you 
are  successful,  it  will  be  by  the  destruction  of 
five  thousand  lives,  and  by  the  expenditure  of 
five  millions  of  dollars.  Is  your  object  worth 
this  price?  If  you  gain  it,  you  obtain  nothing; 
for  that  nothing,  you  pay  in  a  vast  effusion  of 
blood  and  treasure.  The  Northern  and  Middle 
Slates,  those  to  whom  you  pretend  indemnity, 
obtain  none.  They  bear  'heir  full,  their  over 
proporiioQ,  in  the  expenses  of  this  new  war,  and 
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obtain  no  corapcnntion  at  last.  I  must  dismiss 
this  point  of  indemnity,  not  because  it  is  exhaust- 
ed, but  because  I  feel  myself  trespassing  on  your 
patience. 

The  second  general  Justificatory  ground  on 
which  this  measure  is  defended,  is  that  of  necessi- 
ty— the  apprehension  of  the  use  that  may  be  made 
of  the  country,  by  our  enemy;  or.  in  the  words 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  a  mili- 
tary mi-asure  of  self-defence.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean 
to  undervalue  this  plea;  there  are  palpable  occa- 
sions, and  desperate  emergencies  in  which  it  may 
rightfully  be  urged.  Saljis  populi  suprema  lex. 
I  will  not  say,  that  if  the  danger  is  instant  and 
imminent,  that  an  enemy  can  and  will  seize  a 
point  of  annoyance,  that  we  ought  not  to  antici- 
pate his  design  ;  but  I  do  say.  that  if  the  danger 
apprehended  be  inconsiderable,  remote,  and  con- 
tingent, and.  especially,  if  it  be  but  too  apparently 
matter  of  artificial  contrivance,  proceeding  from 
your  own  wrong,  attended  with  circumstances  of 
suspicion,  that  it  never  can  warrant  so  atrocious 
an  act  as  that  of  seizing  on  the  territory  of  a 
friendly  neutral  power.  Gentlemen  must  all  al- 
low that  it  is  an  act  exhibiting  a  most  signal  ex- 
ception to  the  general  pacific  policy,  the  cautious 
forbearance,  the  solicitous  neutrality  of  this  coun- 
try. It  is,  at  once,  an  overthrow  of  all  our  sub- 
lime and  romantic  theories  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
and,  especially,  of  our  profound  system  of  con- 
trolling warlike  and  ambitious  Statt-s,  by  the  pre- 
cepts of  justice,  philosophy,  and  philanthropy;  it 
is  a  lash  of  satire  that  cuts  to  pieces  all  the  pretty, 
flowery  phrases  of  Mr.  Jepferson.  and  shivers 
into  a  thousand  shreds  the  sturdy  dissertations  of 
Mr.  Madison.  Tnis  country  was  but  lately 
deemed  the  last  retreat  and  sanctuary  of  the  good 
old-fashioned  law  of  nations;  we  affected  to  rev- 
erence that  law,  and  ihe  virtues  on  which  it  was 
founded  ;  and  we  acknowledged,  and  congratu- 
lated  ourselves  upon  the  benefits  which  were  its 
result.  On  this  account  we  have  been  compara- 
tively happy  at  home,  and  applauded  and  admired 
abroad.  This  national  habit  and  disposition  has 
been  worth  to  us  fleets  and  armies;  and,  com- 
bined with  ordinary  foresight,  with  strict  impar- 
tiality, and  a  continuance  of  the  Washingtonian 
policy  of  preparing  in  peace  for  war,  would  still 
avail  us  as  our  cheap  and  efficient  defence. 

Sir,  what  is  the  point  on  which  this  plea  of 
necessity  rests  ?  What  is  the  danger  apprehend- 
ed 7  The  occupation  of  Florida  by  England. 
But  it  is  three  years  since  you  have  had.  or  feitrned 
this  fear;  this  is  the  third  time  you  have  called 
us  to  drive  out  the  wolves  from  among  the  sheep. 
But  the  English,  restrained  by  their  Treaty  of 
Alliance,  which  guaranties  the  integrity  of  the 
Spanish  Empire,  have  shown  no  inclination  to 
go  there,  and.  while  your  present  law  remains, 
never  will.  They  know,  of  course,  as  well  as 
you  do,  the  contingency  upon  which,  by  the  law 
of  1810,  you  have  placed  your  right  or  intention 
of  occupying  East  Florida.  It  would  be  an  act 
as  impolitic  in  itself  as  treacherous  to  their  allies 
to  create  that  very  contingency  which  is  to  be 
the  apology  of  your  operations,  and  the  occasion 


of  immense  mischief  to  their  friends.  They  ben- 
efit their  friends  by  forbearance;  they  embarrass 
you;  they  suspend  you  in  a  ridiculous  attitude, 
panting  with  the  eagerness  of  desire  and  the 
pressure  of  prohibition.  They  have  made  no 
attempt  to  seize  East  Florida;  they  will  make 
none.  But  if.  by  the  adoption  of  the  act  now 
under  consideration,  you  alter  your  present  pol- 
icy, and,  fatigued  with  waiting  for  English  ag- 
gression, and  despising  the  contingent  remainder, 
you  grasp  at  a  present  absolute  estate,  their  sys- 
tem, both  of  policy  in  regard  to  themselves,  and 
of  good-will  to  their  allies,  of  course,  must 
change.  The  moment  you  raise  your  entrench- 
ments against  St.  Augustine,  the  English  will 
succor  it,  and  defeat  your  enterprise.  You  have 
drawn  attention  to  your  project,  you  have  served 
ihem  with  a  notice.  Withdraw  your  troops  from 
East  Florida,  where  they  have  been  now  for  two 
years;  abandon  this  undertaking,  and  you  are 
secure  from  English  interference  or  Spanish  ag- 
gression. Let  them  alone,  and  they  will  let  you 
alone.  It  appears  to  me,  clearly,  that  the  adoption 
of  this  bill  accelerates  and  renders  certain  the 
very  event  which  you  have  reason  to  dread. 
Then,  sir,  the  ground  of  necessity  not  only  fails 
you,  but  the  reasons  you  render  are  converted 
against  you. 

But  the  Spaniards  will  excite  the  Indians.  Do 
not  the  papers  before  us  prove  that  the  Indians 
were  peaceable,  undisturbing,  undisturbed  until 
you  invaded  Florida  7  Put  an  end  to  your  inva- 
sion and  you  put  an  end  to  Indian  excitement. 
Indians  on  their  own  soil  defend  themselves,  and 
this  you  call  crime;  they  retaliate,  as  far  as  they 
can,  your  wrong,  and  this  you  call  abomination. 
But  the  Spaniards  seduce  the  negroes.  Is  the  fact 
verified  ?  How  can  they  have  comc^nicaiion 
with  the  negroes  of  Georgia  7  And  if  they  had. 
did  they  ever  do  .so  until  you  invaded  their  terri- 
tory—until you  had  promised  fifty  acres  of  land 
•to  every  Spaniard  who  would  betray  his  country 
and  violate  his  allegiance  7  It  stands  an  undis- 
puted fact,  that  .Matthews,  the  agent  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, did  this;  Mr.  Foster  expressly  charges 
it  on  Mr.  Monroe,  and  he  does  not  deny  the  fact. 
He  admits  it.  I  appeal  to  the  correspondence  of 
November  1811.  In  the  whole  progress  of  this 
business  you  make  your  previous  wrong  an  apol- 
ogy for  subsequent  wrong.  All  the  evils  that 
have  happened,  all  that  you  apprehend,  are  the 
necessary  and  natural  consequences  of  your  pre- 
vious acts ; 

"  I  do  the  wrong,  and  firut  beg^in  the  brawl. 
The  secret  mischiefs  that  I  set  abroach 
I  lay  unto  the  grievous  charge  of  othera." 

But  so  far  from  its  being  a  sound  position  that 
military  necessity  irresistibly  compels  you  to  this 
measure.  I  venture  to  assert  that,  in  a  merely  mil- 
itary point  of  view,  you  cannot  do  anything  so 
erroneous,  probably  so  fatal,  as  the  occupation  of 
East  Florida. 

If  you  mean  to  press  this  undertaking  with 
zeal,  and  with  that  ardor  and  promptitude  that 
can  aloue  give  you  a  chance  of  success,  the  whole 
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force  of  the  Southern  country  ought,  in  May  next, 
to  be  driving  at  this  object.  Will  you  not,  then, 
invite  an  invasion  by  Great  Britain,  at  the  very 
spot,. at  the  very  time  she  desires  ?  This  enter- 
rrise'will.  at  any  rate,  suggest  to  her  the  design, 
oecaijse  it  affords  the^opportunily.  the  enviable  op- 
portiHiity,  of  causing  a  diversion  from  your  Can- 
ada ffroject,  and  dispensing,  at  the  same  time,  the 
most  effectual  relief  to  their  allies.  I  ask  whether 
this  project,  drawing,  as  it  necessarily  yiust,  the 
whol^  of  the  Southern  defensive  force  from  the 
point,  of  defence,  does  not  insure  an  invasion 
from  your  present  enemy,  and  at  the  very  point 
wher^-,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  you  are  the 
most  vulnerable.  ? 

Gentlemen  seem  to  hug  themselves  in  the  no- 
tion that  Charleston  is  secure,  as  though  that 
were  ihe  only  point  to  be  preserved.  But  ex- 
amine the  maps  of  that  country,  recollect  the 
military  and  naval  operaiions  of  colonial  times, 
and  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  an  English 
fleet  entering  ttie  harbor  of  Port  Royal,  and  ef- 
fecting, at  that  point,  the  invasion  of  tiie  South- 
ern States?  Your  whole  effective  force  is  en- 
gaged, at  the  distance  of  several  hundred  miles, 
m  foreign  conquest.  Would  you  not  soon  be 
compelled  to  raise  your  siege  of  the  capital  of 
Florida,  and,  hurrying  home  to  relieve  a  deserted 
and  unprotected  country — pursued  by  the  eraan- 
clpat^-d  and  enraged  troops  of  St.  Augustine- 
harassed  night  and  day  by  parties  of  Seminoles 
and  Creeks— arrive,  if  you  arrived  at  all,  faint  and 
exhaJsted,  to  encounter  a  new  and  formidable 
enemy  ?  Proceed  with  this  fatal  enterprise,  and 
deplo.-able  indeed  will  be  the  fate  of  our  Southern 
breihjen. 

It  if  made  matter  of  serious  accusation  against 
the  Spaniards  that,  in  defence  of  their  own  homes, 
they  uQtend  to  employ  black  troops.  1  do  not 
know:  what  right  we  have  to  dictate  to  them  on 
mis  i^mporiant  point  of  complexion.  We  pro- 
voke (o  combat.  We  are  assailants,  and  for  plun- 
der, aod  yet  undertake  to  prescribe  to  our  devoted 
victim  the  mode  of  his  defence.  Black  troops 
were  employed  by  Spain,  in  1739,  at  the  same 
place,  and  for  the  same  purpose  they  are  now  em- 
ployed. England  has  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  black  and  colored  troops  in  her  pay,  as  I 
am  afraid  we  shall,  to  our  cost,  discover. 

VV>  employed  black  troops  in  the  war  of  our 
Revolution.  The  State  of  Rhode  Island  raised 
a  blaqk  regiment.  But  though  we  have  neither 
the  p()wer  nor  the  right  to  prohibit  the  employ- 
ment «f  such  troops  by  our  enemy,  I  admit,  as 
has  bt)en  suggested,  that  the  consequences  may  i 
be  treinendous.  That  unhappy  species  of  popu- 1 
lation,  which  prevails  in  our  Southern  country, 
aroust*d  to  reflection  by  the  sight  of  black  soldiers 
and  bjjack  officers,  may  suspect  themselves  to  be 
fellowk-men,  and  fondly  dream  they  likewise  could 
be  sol>iiers  and  officers.  The  bloody  tragedy  of 
St  Dc^ingo  may  be  acted  over  again  in  this  de- 
voted country.  If  your  enemy  has  half  the  ma- 
lignity of  motive,  or  atrocity  of  design  which, 
for  ih*-  purpose  ol  goading  a  reluctant  people  to 
drag  ^u  an  unprofitable  and  unnecessary  war,  you 
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daily  impute  to  him.  he  will  aid  in  this  nefarious 
business. 

Refrain,  then,  from  this  measure,  which  has 
such  a  host  of  evils  in  its  train.  If  I  were  a  citi- 
zen of  South  Carolina  or  Georgia  I  should  doublv 
deplore  and  deprecate  this  attack  on  St.  Au<»us- 
tine.  I  would  down  on  my  knees  to  entreat  the 
Government  to  forbear.  I  should  protest  against 
this  withdrawing  all  the  efficient  force  of  the 
country  to  a  distant  and  dangerous  point  for  the 
purpose  of  a  wicked  war  of  offence,  when  all 
that  force  will  be  wanted  for  defence  and  pro- 
tection at  home,  and  to  repel  the  invasion  which 
this  measure  will  inevitably  suggest  and  superin- 
duce. I  do  address  this  consideration  most  sin- 
cerely and  solemnly  to  the  honorable  gentlemen 
from  those  States.  Take  care  that  while  you  are 
pursuing  foreign  conquest  your  own  homes  are 
not  devastated.  Take  care  that  while  your  war 
eagle  is  soaring  a  sublime  and  romantic  flight, 
and  ■■  beating  widely  on  the  wing  for  prey,"  her 
own  eyry  be  not  plundered,  and  she  compelled  to 
turn  her  course  homeward  "  her  pinions  guided 
by  her  young  one's  cries."  Will  you,  for  the 
chance  of  conquering  East  Florida,  of  annexing 
the  island  of  Amelia  to  your  territory,  of  satisfy- 
ing the  cupidity  of  land  speculators,  or  even  of 
gratifying  a  mistaken  sense  of  interest  in  a 
respectable  State,  encounter  the  terrible  contin- 
gencies, the  almost  certain  horrors  of  negro  insur- 
rection, of  Indian  hostility,  of  midnight  confla- 
gration, of  wide-spread  ruin  and  indiscriminate 
massacre  ? 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  prominent  argu- 
ment that  is  urged  for  the  adoption  of  this  meas- 
ure, viz  :  the  war  with  England,  is  the  strongest 
argument  against  it.     What  is  the  great  object 
of  your  policy,   your  solitary  hope  of  succes.s  in 
your  war  against  England  ?     It  is  avowed  to  be 
the  conquest  of  Canada.     How  is  this  to  be  ef- 
fected ?     By   frittering   your  force  into   various 
divisions — an  army  of  the  South,  an  army  of  the 
North,  and  an  army  of  the  West?    No,  sir ;  if, 
like  out  ally,  France,  we  are  impelled  by  this  lust 
of  conquest,  and  aspire  to  like  success,  we  must 
adopt  her  mode  of  insuring  it.     Select  one  great 
point  for  attainment,  and,  keeping  that  steadily 
in  view,  press  upon  it  with  ail  the  energy  of  your 
means.     Why  scatter  your  forces  in  uumerou.s 
frivolous  and  unavailing  plans?     Why  not  make 
one  grand,  undivided  eflort,  and  conquer  Canada  ? 
Why  divert  into  such  various  channels  that  force 
which  ought  to  be  accumulated,  and  contracted 
into  one  irresistible  torrent  ?     By  pursuing  hoth. 
we  shall  be  disappointed  in  both  objects.     Your 
war  with  Spain  will  ruin  your  war  with  England. 
Your  war  with  England  will  rum  your  war  with 
Spam.     Is  it  true  that  a  war  with  England,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  with  Spain,  has  always  been 
intended  1     Last   year  the  propositions  to   seize 
East  Florida  and  to  conquer  Canada  were  asso- 
ciated.    The  inducements  then  held  out  were,  an 
enlargement  and  arroudissement  of  the  territory 
at  the   two  extremities  ;   a  fair  division  of  the 
spoil.     We  consent  that  you  may  conquer  Can- 
ada, permit  us  to  conquer  Florida.     The  decla- 
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ration  that  Canada  should  be  conquered  and  re- 
tained was  the  exacted  pledge  of  the  Northern 
men  who  voted  for  the  war.  You  have  got  their 
votes — you  have  not,  you  cannot  redeem  your 
pledge.  How  is  it  that  the  proposition  for  seiz- 
ing Florida  is  revived,  and  so  strenuously  en- 
forced, and  so  little  ii  said,  or  done,  or  wished  as 
to  the  conquest  and  incorporation  of  Canada? 
W^here  is  the  promised  benefit  to  the  North  ? 

But,  sir,  it  seems  a  point  of  honor  demands 
that  we  should  continue  our  efforts  to  reduce  the 
fortress  of  St.  Augustine,  because  the  Spaniards 
refuse  an  amnesty  to   those  worthy   individuals 
who  were  willing  to  betray  their  country  into  our 
hands.     Not  only  our  sympathies  are  addressed, 
and  even  our  deliberate  approbation  challenged 
for  traitors  and   conspirators,   dignified  with  the 
■  ame  of  patriots,  but  we  are  invoked,  for  their 
sakes  solely,  to  plunge  into  a  new  war;  and  to 
this  we  are  invoked,  in  the  hallowed  name  of  the 
national  faith.     It   is  almost  degradation   to   be 
obliged    to  examine  such  an  allegation.     Have 
we  not  denied  the  acts  of  .Matthews? — refused  to 
ratify  them?    1  will  not  say  that,  by  this,  the  Gov- 
ernment did  not  violate  its  faith  with  Matthews. 
So  far  as  it  relates  to  this,  instead  of  imputing 
exclusive  blame  to  this  unfortunate,  and,  as  I  un- 
derstand, confessedly  meritorious  officer,  I  cannot 
but  believe  that  he  thought  he  acted  with  perfect 
good  faith  to  the   Government,  strictly  in  virtue 
of  his  private,  if  not  public  instructions,  and  that 
he  counted,  not  only  on  the  support,  but  the  ap- 
plause of  Government,     Cruelly  disappointed  in 
the  result,  he  conceived  that  he  had  just  cause  of 
complaint.     He  considered  himself  the  vicHm  of 
a  temporizing,  vascillating.  insidious  policy  ;  and 
I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Geor^'^ia,  did 
not  Matthews  die  with  such  sentiments  trt-mblinf 
to  the  very  last  on  his  lips?     Th^  averment  ol" 
his  own  honor  and  innocence — of  the  tergiversa- 
tion and  pusillanimity  of  his  employers  ?     Was 
he  not  hurrying  on  to  Washington,  literally  for 
his  vindication,  when,  fortunately  for  those  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  expose,  death  arrested  his 
course  ?     But,  sir,  what  is  the  ground  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ?     They  distinctly  assert  that  Matthews 
has   transcended   his  powers,  that  he  has  acted 
without  the  scope  of  his  authority.     He  cannot, 
say  the  Government,  produce  our  letter  of  per- 
mission to  sanction  what  he  has  done.     Then, 
clearly,  the  consequence  is,  our  faith  was  not  com- 

firomitted,  for  our  name  and  authority  were  not 
egally  or  fairly  used.  Our  sympathies  cannot 
justly  be  awakened  for  'hose  conspirators.  We 
are  not  interested  in  this  amnesty.  Let  the  Span- 
ish Government  deal  with  these  men  as  we  should 
have  done  with  Arnold,  had  he  fallen  into  our 
jwwer.  Let  them  meet  the  punishment  of  trait- 
ors, or,  let  them,  rousing  themselves  into  a  new, 
and.  by  us,  unprompted  effort,  deserve  to  be  suc- 
cessful. Let  them  take  the  chance  of  being  reb- 
els or  patriots — of  swallowing  the  hemlock,  or 
being  crowned  with  myrtle. 

That,  indeed,  is  suspicious  patriotism,  which 
bargains  beforehand  for  foreign  aid  ;  that  is  hardly 
a  valorous  patriotism  that  submits  nothing  to  haz- 


ard, that  conditions  for  amnesty  before  guilt,  and 
secures  the  spoil,  without  fighting  the  battle.  I 
will  not  say  I  have  no  sympathy  for  these  people. 
I  would  save  them  if  I  could;  but  I  will  not,  on 
their  account,  endanger  my  country's  peace  or 
fame.  But  another  claim  upon  our  honor  is.  our 
troops  were  attacked  at  Moosa.  Moosa,  where  is 
it  ?  Within  two  miles  of  the  fortress  of  St.  Au- 
gustine. And,  if  you  had  the  camp  of  an  enemy 
at  Georgetown,  threatening  the  Capitol — the  ex- 
istence of  your  Government ;  a  foreign  force, 
combined  with  domestic  traitors,  to  overwhelm 
you,  to  throw  you  neck  and  heels  into  the  Poto- 
mac, as  one  of  your  choice  spirits  once  proposed, 
would  you  not  attack  ?  This  is,  of  all  others,  the 
most  miserable  subterfuge.  Good  God  !  where 
are  we?  In  what  age  do  we  live?  In  what 
country,  when  it  is  made  a  crime  to  extirpate  the 
invaders  of  our  native  soil?  In  what  age.  in 
what  country,  when  it  is  made  a  virtue  for  a  na- 
tion, itself  at  war  for  neutral  rights,  to  invade  an 
unoffending,  helpless,  friendly,  neutral  country  ? 

But,  it  is  asked,  is  not  this  measure  defensible 
on  the  ground  of  precedents,  and  the  practices  of 
nations  ?  O  yes,  undoubtedly,  F'or  this,  as  for 
every  other  enormity,  you  can  find  an  example, 
but  not  a  justification.  I  am  apprehensive,  sir. 
that  in  pursuing  this  unprohtable  reference  to 
precedents  and  authorities,  less  skilful  than  the 
learned  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  I  can- 
not avoid  giving  to  my  remarks  an  air  of  ped- 
antry. I  call  this  an  unprofitable,  and,  perhaps, 
deceptive  pursuit,  because  a  recent  experience 
shows  how  pervertible  are  the  clearest  texts  ot 
the  soundest  authors.  For,  when  I  discovered 
the  honorable  Chairman  making  quotations  from 
Vattel.  in  support  of  the  present  proposition, 
which  authorizes  us  to  take  possession  oi  that  to 
which  we  have  no  right,  1  could  not  help  recol- 
lecting that,  attending  as  a  spectator  in  your  gal- 
lery, during  the  debate  on  Mr.  Ross's  resolution, 
I  heard  the  same  honorable  gentleman  adduce 
passages  from  the  same  author  to  prove  that  we 
ought  not  to  take  what  of  perfect  right  did  be- 
long to  us. 

The  earliest  precedent  on  record  was  the  one 
so  pleasantly,  not  irreverently^  alluded  to  by  the 
honorable  gentlemen  from  Vermont,  who  is,  with- 
out question,  of  any  one  among  us,  the  best  read 
in  the  most  ancient  and  authentic  of  all  histories, 
the  Holy  Bible — who,  at  any  rate,  does  the  most 
frequently  and  the  most  aptly  quote  the  Script- 
ures that  were  written  for  our  instruction.  He 
referred  to  the  leading  case  of  Ahaband  Naboth, 
Sir,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  U  long  enough  to  in- 
quire who  is  the  Jezebel  that  has  in.»pired  our 
councils.  I  will  not  ask.  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Barlow,  whether  this  is  not  the  mode  devised, 
■•  the  least  onerous  to  the  French  treasury,"  to  do 
us  a  nominal  favor  and  a  real  injury  ?  But.  I  be- 
lieve, and  I  hope,  (I  say  hope  while  it  is  lawful 
to  say  so,)  that  the  answer  of  the  insulted  and 
oppressed  Spaniards  will  be  that  of  Naboth  to 
Ahab.  "  The  Lord  forbid  it  me  that  I  should  give 
the  inheritance  of  my  fathers  unto  thee." 

But  do  gentlemen  prefer  clas&ical  to  Biblical 
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■  uthorily  ?  the  example  of  a  Republic,  or,  rather, 
an  aristocracy  jo  a  theocracy  ?  Lacedtemon  af- 
fords It.  The  fortress  of  Cadmea  was  won  by  a 
Lacelaemonian  general  by  the  same  means  of 
treasLoable  correspondence  which  our  general 
ha-  Used.  The  Ephori  condemned  their  general. 
as  we  have  done,  but  retained  their  conquest. 
^  Do  you  want  an  instance  from  history  to  con- 
<  demn  you.  to  make  you  blush  for  your  conduct  7 


Take  11  from  Florence— a  real  Republic.  With 
a  territory  so  small,  as  to  render  the  desire  of  its 
extension  natural  and  pardonable,  such  was  the 
magrrtinimity  of  its  Republican  character,  its 
inviolable  ad-herence  to  principle,  and  its  abhor- 
rence of  the  '-seldsh  object  of  territorial  aggran- 
dizement," that  when  the  city  of  Arezzo  was 
betrayed  info  itr  hands,  it  disdained  to  profit  by 
the  tnason,  and  restored  that  city  to  its  freedom 
and  independence.  In  what  age.  did  this  hap- 
pen ?  In  comparatively  a  benighted  period,  the 
thirteenth  century.  Will  you,  Americans,— you 
who  have  styled  yourselves  the  most  enlightened 
peoplf,  of  a  most  enlightened  age,  be  put  to 
shame,  by  such  an  event  happening,  in  such  an 
era ;  in  such  a  country  ? 

But  .still,  you  have  a  thousand  instances  to  en- 
courage you.  You  have  not  the  merit  of  novelty 
in  your  wickedness.  Deeds  as  reprehensible,  as 
nefarious  as  yours,  and  on  the  same  grounds  and  i 
pretences,  crowd  and  deform  the  page  of  history. 
The  annals  of  despotism  help  you  out.  Louis  ' 
XIV  was  in  the  heart  of  the  Netherlands,  be- 
fore It  was  known  he  had  a  pretence  to  any 
part  of  those  rich  provinces,  under  a  pretended 
right  of  his  wife.  Frederick  of  Prussia,  in  1741, 
gave  the  intimation  of  his  claim  against  Silesia^ 
at  the  head  of  60.000  men.  Shall  I  mention  the 
two  div4sions  of  Poland,  the  recent  instances  of 
French  usurpation,  in  Holland,  in  Switzerland, 
111  Portugal,  in  Italy,  and  Spain?  No;  these 
{^instances  are  too  identical  for  illustration.  It  is 
j^  unnecessary  to  exhibit  those  instances,  of  which 
ji  your  proceedings  are  but  polygraphic  copies.  I 
1  will  hasten  to  the  great  precedent,  which  has 
I  been  alluded  to  on  both  sides,  as  affording  perti- 
^nent  matter  for  illustration — the  seizure  of  the 
CDanish  rteet. 

*  I  have  a  right  to  refer  to  it  triumphantly,  as  an 
iargum^ntum  ad  hominem.  All  the  disinterested 
tpart  of  mankind  condemned  this  measure.  In 
^this  country,  all  parties.  Federal  and  Republican, 
l^ssailed  it.  Let  me  prove  a  measure  to  be  within 
J.:he  scope  of  the  policy  of  that — let  me  prove  a 
icooformity,  or  even  a  strong  analogy  of  conduct, 
ijand  thtj  proof  concludes; — the  argument  is  vic- 
torious, against  any  individual  or  party  in  this 
jfcounlrv.  the  author  of  such  a  measure — more 
^■specially  agains-t  those  who  were  instinctively 
V)ffended  with  C<!penhagen  Jackson— more  espe- 
^Mally  against  the  present  Administration— the 
^ssertors  of  neutral  rigfits  ;  the  as.sertors  of  ex- 
^•lusiveterritorial  rights,  even  in  cases  of  doubt- 
ful or  common  jurisdiction.  So  sensible  was  the 
^lonorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  on  my 
^ight.  of  thi.s,  that  in  the  early  stages  of  this  dis- 
Hjussion  he  directed  his  most  vigorous  efforts  to 


dislodge  this  tram  of  ideas  from  the  mind  of  the 
Senate.     The  gentleman   showed  his  usual  cor- 
rectness and  acuteness,  in   discovering  the  stress 
of  the  argument,  and  selecting  the  tur'ning  point 
B  Jt  what   was   his   mode  of  refutation  7     How" 
did  he  attempt  to  efface  the  impression  that  waa 
instantly  madeon  our  minds,  when  the  similarity 
of  our  conduct  to  that  of  the  English  in  seizing 
the  Danish  fleet,  was  referred   to  "by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from    Vermont?     Why,  forsooth 
by  joining  in  the  denunciation  against  that  mea- 
sure— by  magnifying  its  injustice — by  exagger- 
ating, if  possible,  its  enormity — by  darkening  its 
atrocity.     Sir,  this  may  be  allowable  in  rhetoric 
but  it  is,  at  best,  but  an  able  evasion  of  the  very 
point,  which  a  not  over  strict   logic  would  say, 
he  was  bound  to  meet.    The  gentleman  expressed 
his  surprise,  that  any  American  could  charge  his 
country  with  an   intention    to  perform  an  act  ko 
nefarious,  as   that  of  the  seizure  of  the  Danish 
fleet  by  the    English.     Sir,  I   am   not  obliged  to 
contend,   thoujh    with    the  utmost  fairness  and 
propriety    I    might,   that  our   contemplated    act 
transcends  that  in  enormity,  in  its  outrage  on  the 
laws  of  nations,  in  its   prostration  of  the  princi- 
ples of  right  and  justice. 

One  point  of  difference  we  surely  cannot  for- 
get, viz:  that  the  Danish  fleet  was  first  demand- 
ed, and  demanded  from  those  who  had  a  right  to 
cede  it.  In  this  case,  you  have  made  no  demand  ; 
and,  even  if  you  had,  it  is  of  those  who  have  no 
right  to  convey.  The  mere  local  authorities  of 
Florida  have  no  right  to  dismember  the  Spanish 
empire.  Another  point  of  difference  is,  that  the 
French  were  at  hand.  They  occupiel  a  part  of 
Denmark,  the  Dutchy  of  Holstein.  Their  ulte- 
rior success,  which  was  not  only  probable,  but 
inevitable,  would  have  given  them  possession  of 
the  Danish  fleet.  In  addition  to  this,  ihe  English 
Ministry  urged  (with  what  propriety  of  course  I 
cannot  tell)  the  secret  articles  of  the  Treaty  ol' 
Tilsit,  in  justification  of  this  measure. 

But,  after  all.  it  was  an  indefensible  act.deserving 
all  the  epithets  of  reprobation,  which  ihe  honor- 
able gentleman  has  bestowed  upon  it.  It  was  as 
fatal  in  its  effects,  as  censurable  in  its  principle. 
It  gave  the  hearts  of  the  Danish  nation  to  France, 
it  made  it  an  ally  of  the  Continental  system  ;  it 
startled  Sweden,  it  irritated  Russia,  it  turned  the 
tide  of  public  opinion  against  Ministers  in  Eng- 
land, it  alarmed  and  alienated  America  ; — and  tor 
all  this.  Britain  gained  sixteen  hulks,  some  tons 
of  hemp,  and  naval  stores — and  the  distrust  of  the 
world. 

01  all  the  ill-consequences  resulting  to  Great 
Britain  from  this  act,  the  most  deeply  fatal  to  her 
was  the  opinion,  justly  entertained  in  England 
and  in  America — the  only  remaining  countries 
where  public  opinion  retains  through  the  pre.ss 
and  the  freedom  of  institutions  any  operation — 
that  she,  who  pretended  to  execrate  the  outrages 
of  Bonaparte,  who  professed  a  reverence  for  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  declared  her.self  the  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  of  justice,  virtue,  and  reli- 
gion, should,  overcome  by  the  lure  of  gain,  or 
intimidated  by  an  unreal  necessity,  have  fallen 
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from  her  high  preieosioos,  bare  forfeited  her 
moral  character,  have  stained  her  hitherto  com- 
paratively spotless  reputation.  In  miserable  con- 
tradiction to  lierself.  she  overthrew,  at  one  blow. 
that  system  of  universal  public  law.  whose  max- 
ims and  precedents  have  been  long  acknowledged, 
and  by  no  nation  more  than  herself,  to  be  of  the 
same  force  and  obligation  as  the  municipal  con- 
slkutions  of  particular  States:  '"A  system."  as  it 
is  observed  by  Lord  Erskine,  in  his  celebrated 
protest  upon  this  subject,  ''which  has  gradually 
'  ripened  with  the  advancement  of  learning  and 
*  the  extension  of  commerce,  and  which  ought  to 
'  be  held  sacred  and  inviolable  by  all  Govern- 
'  menls,  as  binding  the  whole  world  under  one 
'  politic  and  moral  dominion." 

I  implore  you.  sir.  that  we  still  adhere  to  this 
system  ;  that  wise  and  philanthropic  system,  that 
is  founded  on  justice,  that  favors  the  innocent, 
that  protects  the  weak,  that  suspects  and  opposes 
the  strong  and  the  unprincipled  ;  that  disdains 
conspiracy  in  usurpation,  and  fellowship  in  guilt, 
though  the  spoil  of  defenceless  and  afflicted 
neighbors  be  the  bribe,  and  the  splendid  example 
of  exalted  potentates  the  justification. 

By  abandoning  this  system  what  has  Europe 
become  7  A  scene  of  ruins.  And  still,  amid 
these  very  ruins,  we  meet  at  every  turn  the  flames 
of  war  bursting  out  anew  into  wider  conflagra- 
tion. Let  us  adhere  to  the  ancient  system  of  ttie 
laws  of  nations.  Let  us  snatch  this  sacred  pal- 
ladium from  its  burning  temple,  and  reconsecrate 
it  in  this  our  new  and  virtuous  Empire. 

I  perceive,  sir,  that  time  will  not  permit  me  to 
examine  this  question  in  the  various  other  rela- 
tions which  have  suggested  themselves  to  my 
mind.  I  have  so  strong  an  opinion,  that  this,  as 
a  military  enterprise,  will,  having  regard  to\)ur 
present  and  probable  means,  after  all,  prove  abor- 
tive and  unfortunate;  that  I  had  almost  felt  my- 
self emboldened  to  submit  ray  reasons  for  that 
opinion.  St.  Augustine,  without  a  naval  supe- 
riority, cannot  be  subdued,  let  General  Pinckney, 
brave  and  intelligent  as  I  know  him  to  be.  do  his 
best.  My  reasons  would  be  drawn  from  a  de- 
tailed consideration  of  General  Oglethorpe's  oper- 
ations in  1739.  I  have  consulted  various  accounts 
of  that  siege.  I  have  a  plan  of  his  attack,  taken 
by  an  engineer  employed  in  the  service,  now  be- 
fore me.  Oglethorpe's  best  chance  of  success 
depended  on  his  naval  superiority.  But  he  was 
defeated.  Can  we.  then,  hope  for  success,  when 
the  sea  is  open  to  Spanish  and  British  squadrons, 
and  when,  so  far  as  relates  to  our  naval  ()repara- 
tions,  we  have  committed  the  same  mistake  here 
as  in  our  Canadian  cami>aign  ;  a  mistake,  or  ra- 
ther negligence,  that  has  been  the  principal,  if 
not  the  sole  cause  of  our  repeated  disasters.  But 
this  subject,  in  all  its  military  bearing,  has  been 
and  can  be  so  much  better  illustrated  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  I  forbear 
to  enlarge  upon  it.  I  leave,  also,  to  that  gentle- 
man and  others,  the  important  topic  of  the  disas- 
trous consequences  of  this  measure  to  the  miser- 
able remains  of  our  foreign  commerce.  The  con- 
jectures and  predictions  that  Spain  will  not,  be- 


cause she  cannot — from  the  depression  of  her  for- 
tunes, the  inadequacy  of  her  means,  and  the  im- 
becility of  her  national  character— resent  this 
lawless  aggression.  I  believe  rather  illustrative  of 
the  meanness  of  our  motives  than  of  the  true 
nature  of  her  disposition  and  resources.  The 
merchants,  tlioje  who  have  the  best  means  of 
knowing,  distinctly  understand,  that  your  hostile 
occupation  of  East  Florida  will  be  tie  signal  of 
the  immediate  confiscation  of  American  pro- 
perty. In  relation  to  the  interests  of  my  own 
State,  the  consequences  of  this  measure  will  be 
indei?d  deplorable.  The  little  remnant  of  trade 
we  have  left  is  that  to  the  Havana,  which  will 
be  inevitably  cut  off.  And  il  is  a  singular  fact, 
well  known  to  my  honorable  colleague,  that  real 
property,  plantations  of  a  very  considerable  value, 
in  the  island  of  Cuba,  belong  to  native  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  They  are  owned 
principally  by  the  fast  friends  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration;  by  gentlemen  who  have  already 
loaned  to  the  Government  more  than  some  whole 
patriotic  States,  and  whose  private  armed  ships 
have  captured  from  the  enemy  more  than  half  a 
million  sterling.  These,  to  be  sure,  are  not  con- 
siderations of  great  moment.  Since  gentlemen 
choose  to  sacrifice  their  friends,  it  is  oflicious  in 
me  to  interfere  perhaps;  but  they  are  my  consti- 
tuents, and  I  deem  it  rny  duly  to  suggest  their 
danger  and  their  interests. 

But  there  are  resulting  from  this  measure  po- 
litical consequences  connected  with  your  foreign 
relations,  with  your  present  war  with  England, 
with  the  prer.ent  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
world,  which  are  worthy  of  the  gravest  consid- 
eration. Do  you  wish  to  make  the  present  con- 
test with  England  popular  beyond  any  instance 
in  their  history  7  To  unite  against  you  the  un- 
divided opinions,  the  enthusiastic  feelings,  the 
animated  efforts,  of  the  English  people  7  To 
make  this  a  war  indefinite  in  continuance,  vin- 
dictive in  its  mode  of  operation,  and  victorious  to 
England  in  the  end  7  Do  you  mean  to  render 
suspected,  and  of  course  unavailing,  all  your  pa- 
cificatory propositions  7  Then  do  this  dastardly 
act  against  a  helpless  people;  wage  your  war 
with  Spain.  If  ever  there  was  an  object  which 
united  the  opinions  of  the  British  naiioo,  it  was 
the  late^Spanish  revolution.  If  there  ever  was 
an  object  in  wliich  the  hopes,  interests,  and  ef- 
forts of  the  English  nation  concentered,  it  is 
Spanish  emancipation.  This  act  of  yours  will 
entirely  alienate  from  us  our  friends  in  tlie  Brit- 
ish Parliament.  We  shall  be  so  notoriously  ia 
the  wrong  that  no  one  in  that  Assembly  will  dare 
defend  us.  But  a  few  months  ago  we  could  re- 
fer to  the  majority  that  effected  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  as  equally  the  advocates  of 
their  own  best  national  interests,  and  of  our  most 
important  national  rights.  We  unwisely  con- 
tinue our  war  with  England  after  the  acquisition 
of  the  great  avowed  object  of  that  war.  The 
people  of  England  now  understand  that  we  fight 
on  the  single  ground  of  maritime  rights.  And 
they  are  taught  to  believe  that  this  cruel  contest 
is  intended  not  so  much  for  our  own  prolectioa 
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as  for  their  destruction.  On  this  ground  of  mari- 
time rights  are  placed  the  pride,  the  hopes,  the 
fear;,  of  this  sometimes  misgoverned,  but  always 
magnanimous  nation. 

Aild.  then,  a  Spanish  war  to  your  En<''lish  war 
and  you  will  not  have  a  friend  left  in  ^Englaod' 
Do  gentlemen  affect  to  deem  this  of  no  conse- 
queuce?    jTlien  ihey  have  forgotten  history   or 
read  it  but  to  little  advantage.     Sir,  this  Spanish 
war  will  corroborate  into  certainly  the  suspicion 
(theunjustjtheunworthy  suspicion,  if  you  please  ) 
that  our  councils  are  influenced  by  an  undue  par- 
tialily  for  France.     I  am  not  taking  upon  myself 
to  sav  that  this  would  be  a  fair  deduction,  but  the 
adoption  of  this  measure  would  give  an  apparent 
sanction  to  this  accusation,  which  we  oufrht  to 
avoid  when  we  can  so  easily  avoid  it,  not' only 
Without  detriment,  but  with  safely  and  advan-  ' 
tage.     Let  us  not  only  be  chaste,  but  unsuspected.  I 
What  will   be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  a 
war  with  Spain?   A   non-intercourse  with   the  I 
Peninsula.     The  great  object  of  France  will  be  j 
etlecied.     This  in  addition  to  our  concurrence  in  ' 
the  Continental  system,  and  our  war  with  En?-  i 
and,  IS  all  that  the  Ruler  of  France,  in  the  inso-  i 
lence  of  uis  p<.wer,  the  extravagance  of  his  de-  I 
sires,  the  arrogance  of  his  contempt,  or  the  dead-  i 
lines,  of  his  hatred,  sanguine,  haughty,  insatiable  ' 
exorbitant   and    inexorable   as    he    is,   ever   de- ! 
manded  from  us,  and  more  than   he  could  ever ' 
expeot  to  obtain  even  from  our  trembling  acaui- 
escence.  **       ^       | 

It  will  seem  to  England  that  this  coincidence 
:n  conduct  must  arise  from  coincidence  in  views 
bhe  would  deem  us  a  party  in  the  great  design 
of  her  vindictive  foe.  and  our  impolitic  and  un- 
fortunate war  would  be  by  her  associated  in  prin- 
ciple and  duration  with  that  war.  which  she  now 
wage*  for  her  own  security,  and  the  liberation  of 
mankind.     Sir.  I  must  conclude.     The  subject  is 
not  exhausted,  but  I  am.     I  will  not  attempt  to 
recap-tulate  or  arrange  in  a   more  correct  and 
Corap.jct   form    the   desultory    remarks    I    have 
thrown  out.     But  I  must  demand  it  of  every  in- 
dividual member  of  the  Senate,  again  and  again 
to  ask  himself  what  right  have  we  to  the  terri- 
torv  of  East  Florida?     Is  it  any  other  than  the 
right  created  by  desire— the  right  suggested  by 
ambition— the  right  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
troubh^s  of  our  neighbors— of  plundering  weak- 
ness, of  imposing  on  misfortune,  of  oppressintr 


the  oppressed  ?  What  right  would  Spain  hare  to 
occupy  St.  Mary's,  or  Cumberland  island  ?    The 
same  we  have  to  occupy  Augustine  and  Amelia 
I  have  directed  ray  attention  solely  to  East 
Florida.     The  other  member  of  the  question    in 
regard  to  the  Mobile,  is  easily  disposed  of.    If  the 
territory  be  ours  under  the   treaties  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  there  is  no  need  of  this  law  to 
authorize  the  President  to  take  possession.     He 
ought  to  do  it  by  the  obligation  of  general  duty. 
He  wants  no  particular  law  to  enable  him  to  as- 
sert the  claims  of  the  United  States.     He  must 
take  care  that  the  laws  and  treaties  are  executed. 
He  encounters  no  hazardous  responsibility  ;  he  is 
I  empowered  so  to  do,  not  by  a  constructive,  but 
by  a  plain,  direct,  and  absolute  authority. 
Sir,  let  us  presume,  for  a  moment,  that   we 
!  shall  be  completely  successful  as  to  tfie  attain- 
j  ment  of  these  countries;  that  they  cost  us  no 
j  money,  no  blood,  no  actual  privation,  no  present 
!  sufferirfg.    Will  not  this  policv  of  indefinitely  in- 
j  creasing  our  territory  be  productive  of  the  most 
;'  baneful  future  consequences?     Is  it  not  acceler- 
j  aling  that  fatal  event  which  the  genuine  friends 
j  of  freedom  have  foreboded  and  deprecated  as  the 
j  catastrophe  of  our  political  drama?     We  have 
conquered  Louisiana  by  our  money;  we  aspire  to 
j  the  possession  of  Canada;  we  intend  to  occupy 
j  the  Floridas;  we  have  relinquished  our  system 
'  of  philanthropy  towards  the  Indians;  we  are  ex- 
I  tinguishing  Indian  claims  in  Indian  blood.     The 
[  Indian  tribes  are   no  longer  our  fellow-citizens 
and  red  brethren,  but  wretches  to  be  hated,  bar- 
barians to  be  exterminated.     All  external  pres- 
sure binding  us  into  union  is  to  be  removed.    All 
cause  of  external  alarm  and  apprehension   is  to 
be  put  at  rest.     A  careless  and  indolent  security 
will  ensue,  or,  what  ii  worse,  a  restless  ambition 
and  turbulent  arrogance  will  seek  new  gratifica- 
tions, interfere  with  the  concerns  of  other^'nations, 
meditate  further  conquest;  and   the  fatal  result 
will  be,   that   this  fortunate  and    homogeneous 
composition  of  pure  and  simple  Republics  will 
be  a   vast  empire,   made  up  of  various  foreicrn 
States,  with  discordant  institutions,  and  the  co°n- 
flicting  prejudices  and  passions  of  irreconcileable 
interests,   which   can  only    be   constrained   into 
union  and  subdued    into  tranquillity  by  the  en- 
ergy and  power  of  a  single  despot;  the  chief  of 
a  mighty  army,  the  oppressor  of  a  once  free  and 
virtuous  people. 
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THE    SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT   THE  CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECE.MBER  6,  1813. 


Monday,  December  6,  1S13. 
The  Second  Session  of  the  Thirteenth  Congress 
commenced  this  day  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
conformably  to  the  act  passed  the  27th  of  July  last, 
entitled  -'An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress,"  and  the  Senate  assembled  in 
their  Chamber. 

present: 

Nicholas  Oilman  and  Jeremiah  Mason,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Joseph  B.  Varnum,  from  Massachusetts. 
^  Jonathan  Robinson  and  Dudley  Chace.  from 
Vermont. 

John  Lambert,  from  New  Jersey. 

Micha&l  Leib  and  Abner  Lacock,  from  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Outerbridge  Horsey,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

William  B.  Giles  and  Richard  Brent,  from 
Virginia. 

James  Turner,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  GAiLLARoand  John  Taylor,  from  South 
Carolina. 

Charles  Tait,  from  Georgia. 

Jesse  Bledsoe,  from  Kentucky. 

Joseph  Anderson,  from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  Worthington  and  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, from  Ohio. 

James  Brown  and  Elijios  Fromentin.  from 
Louisiana. 

The  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore, if  the  Constitution  provides;  and  Joseph 
B.  Varnu.m  was  appointed. 

William  Wyatt  Bibb,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in 
place  of  William  H.  Crawford,  resigned,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  is  assembled, 
and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stales  and  acquaint  him  that 
the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice 
President,  elected  Joseph  B.  Varnum  their  Pres- 
ident pro  tempore. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  thai  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  that  the 
House  is  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  The  House 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wail  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communications  that  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  on  their  part,  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  last  mentioned  ;  and  Messrs.  Robinsow 
and  Brent  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

After  passing  the  usual  resolutions  for  the  sup- 
ply of  newspapers,  dec,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  December?. 

David  Daggett,  from  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  Jeremiah  B.  Howell,  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  seve- 
rally took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Robinson  reported,  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, that  they  had  wailed  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day  at  12  o'clock. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  then  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States: 
Fellow-cilizens  of  the  Senate  and 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

In  meeting  vou  at  the  present  interesting  ronjunc- 
ture,  it  would  have  been  highly  satisfactory  if  I  could 
have  communicated  a  favorable  result  to  the  mission 
charged  with  negotiations  for  restoring  j»eace.  It  was 
a  just  expectation  from  the  respect  due  to  the  distin- 
guished Sovereign  who  had  invited  them  by  his  offer 
of  mediation  ;  from  the  readiness  with  which  the  in- 
vitation was  accepted  on  the  part  of  the  FJnited  States  ; 
and  from  the  pledge  to  be  found  in  an  art  of  their  Le- 
gislature for  the  liberality  which  their  Plenipotentiaries 
would  carry  into  the  negotiations,  that  no  lime  would 
be  lost  by  the  British  Government  in  embracing  the 
experiment  for  ha»leaing  a  «U)|>  to  the  eilustoa  of  blood. 
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A  piompt  and  cordial  acceptance  of  the  mediation  on 
that  side  was  the  less  to  he  doubted,  aa  it  was  of  a  na- 
ture not  t4>  submit  rights  or  pretensions  on  either  side 
to  the  decision  of  an  umpire;  but  to  afford  merely  an 
opportunity,  honorable  and  desirable  to  both,  for  dis- 
.  cussing,  and,  if  possible,  adjusting  them,  for  the  interest 
of  bulh. 

The  British  Cabinet,  either  mistaking  our  desire  of 
peacb  for  a  dread  of  British  power,  or  misled  by  other 
fallacious  calculations,  has  disappointed  this  reasonable 
anticipation.  So  communications  from  our  Envoys 
having  reached  us,  no  information  on  the  subject  has 
been  received  from  that  source.  But  it  is  known  that 
the  mediation  was  declined  in  the  first  instance,  and 
theret  is  no  evidence,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  time, 
that  ci  change  of  disposition  in  the  British  Councils 
has  tnken  place,  or  is  to  be  expected. 

L'nder  such  circumstances,  a  nation,  proud  of  its 
nghts,  and  conwious  of  its  strength,  has  no  choice  but 
an  exertion  of  the  one  in  support  of  the  other. 

To  this  determination,  the  best  encouragement  is 
derived  fiom  the  success  with  which  it  has  pleased  the 
Almighty  to  ble.^s  our  arms,  both  on  the  land  and  pn 
the  w'lter. 

Whilst  proofs  have  been  continued  of  the  enterprise 
and  likill  of  our  cruisers,  public  and  private,  on  the 
occaa;  and  a  new  trophy  gained  in  the  capture  of  a 
Brit»''i  by  an  American  vessel  of  war,  after  an  action 
giving  celebrity  to  the  name  of  the  victorious  com- 
mand«r,  the  great  inland  waters,  on  which  the  enemy 
were  ulso  to  be  encountered,  have  presented  achieve- 
ments of  our  navaJ  arms,  as  brilliant  in  their  character 
as  they  have  been  important  in  their  consequences. 

On  Lake  Eric,  the  squadron  under  command  of 
Captsuu  Perry  having  met  the  British  squadron  of 
superior  force,  a  sanguinary  conflict  ended  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  whole.  The  conduct  of  that  officer,  adroit 
as  It  u  as  daring,  and  which  was  so  well  seconded  by 
his  comrades,  justly  entitles  them  to  the  admiration 
and  gratitude  of  their  country,  and  will  fill  an  early 
page  wi  its  naval  annals,  with  a  victory,  never  sur- 
P«Me«t  in  lustre,  however  much  it  may  have  been  in 
magnitude. 

On  Lake  Ontario,  the  caution  of  the  British  com- 
mander, favored  by  contingencies,  frustrated  the  efforts 
of  the  American  commander  to  bring  on  a  decisive 
action.  Captain  Chauncey  was  able,  however,  to  es- 
tablish an  ascendency  on  that  important  theatre;  and 
to  prove,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  effected  everything 
pos»ib»e>  that  opportunities  only  were  wanted,  for  a 
more  duning  display  of  his  own  talents  and  the  gallan-  , 
try  of  (hose  under  his  command.  i 

The  success  on  Lake  Erie  having  opened  a  passage  I 
to  the.ttmtory  of  the  enemy,  the  officer  commanding  ' 
the  N;)rthwestern  army  transferred  the  war  thither,  ! 
and,  rufudly  pursuing  the  hostile  troops  fleeing  with  i 
their  savage  associates,  forced  a  general  action,  which 
quickl;  terminated  in  the  capture  of  the  British,  and  ' 
dispersiun  of  the  savage  foice.  i 

This  result  is  signally  honorable  to  Major  General  ' 
Harris.m.  by  whose  miliUry  talents  it  was  prepared  ;  i 
to  (Julonel  Johnson  and  his  mounted  volunteers,  whose  ' 
impetu\>us  onset  gave  a  decisive  blow  to  the  ranks  of  i 
the  en-  my  ;  and  to  the  spirit  of  the  volunteer  militia,  , 
equally  brave  and  patriotic,  who  bore  an  interesting  ' 
part  in:: the  scene;  more  esppoially  to  the  Chief  Magis-  ' 
trtte  or  Kentu.ky,  at  the  head  of  them,  whose  hero-  i 
ism,  signalized  m  the  war  which  established  the  inde- 
pendei:ce  of  his  country,  sought,  at  aa  advanced  age, 


a  share  in  hardships  and  battle^^  for  maintaining  ita 
rights  and  ita  safety. 

The  effect  of  these  successes  has  been  to  rescue  the 
inhabitants  of  Michigan  from  their  oppressions,  aggra- 
vated by  gross  infractions  of  the  capitulation  which 
subjected  them  to  a  foreign  Power ;  to  alienate  the  sav- 
ages of  numerous  tribes  from  the  enemy,  by  whom  they 
were  disappointed  and  abandoned ;  and  to  reheve  an 
extensive  region  of  country  from  a  merciless  warfare 
which  desolated  its  frontiers,  and  imposed  on  its  citi- 
zens the  most  harassing  services. 

In  consequence  of  our  naval  superiority  on  Lake  On- 
tario, and  the  opportunity  afforded  by  it  for  concentra- 
ting our  forces  by  water,  operations,  which  had  been 
provisionally  planned,  were  set  on  foot  against  the 
possessions  of  the  enemy  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  Such, 
however,  was  the  delay  produced,  in  the  first  instance, 
by  adverse  weather,  of  unusual  violence  and  continu- 
ance, and  such  the  circumstances  attending  the  final 
raovemenu  of  the  army,  that  the  prospect,  at  one  time 
so  favorable,  was  not  realized. 

The  cruelty  of  the  enemy  in  enlisting  the  savagea 
into  a  war  with  a  nation  desirous  of  nuitual  emulation 
in  mitigating  its  calamities,  has  not  been  confined  to 
any  one  quarter.  Wherever  they  could  be  turned 
against  us,  no  exertions  to  effect  it  have  been  spared. 
On  our  Southwestern  border,  the  Creek  trills,  who, 
yielding  to  our  persevering  endeavors,  were  gradually 
acquiring  more  civilized  habiu,  became  the  unfortun- 
ate victims  of  seduction,  .\  war  in  that  quarter  has 
been  the  consequence,  infuriated  by  a  bloody  fanati- 
cism, recently  propagated  among  them.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  crush  such  a  war  before  it  could  spread  among 
the  contiguous  tribes,  and  before  it  could  favor  enter- 
prisesof  the  enemy  into  that  vicinity.  With  this  view, 
a  force  was  called  into  the  service  of  the  L'rfited  States 
from  the  State  of  (Jeorgia  and  Tennessee,  which,  with 
the  nearest  regular  troops,  and  other  corps  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  might  not  only  chastise  the  sav- 
ages into  present  peace,  but  make  a  lasting  impression 
on  their  fears. 

The  progress  of  the  expedition,  as  far  as  is  yet 
known,  corresponds  with  the  martial  zeal  with  which 
it  was  espoused  ;  and  the  l)e«t  hopes  of  a  satisfactory 
issue  are  authorized  by  the  complete  success  with 
which  a  well  planned  enterprise  was  executed  against 
a  body  of  hostile  savages,  by  a  detachment  of  the  vol- 
unteer militia  of  Tennessee,  under  the  gallant  com- 
mand of  General  Coffee ;  and  by  a  still  more  im- 
portant victory  over  a  larger  body  of  them,  gained 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Major  General  Jack- 
son, an  officer  equally  distinguished  for  his  patriotism 
and  his  military  talents. 

The  systematic  perseverance  of  the  enemy  in  court- 
ing the  aid  of  the  savages  in  all  quarters,  had  the  nat- 
ural effect  of  kindling  their  ordinary  propensity  to  war 
into  a  passion,  which,  even  among  those  best  disposed 
towards  the  United  Sutes,  was  ready,  if  not  employed 
on  our  side,  to  be  turned  against  us.  A  departure  from 
our  protracted  forbearance  to  accept  the  services  ten- 
dered by  them,  has  thus  been  forced  upon  us.  But,  in 
yielding  to  it,  the  retaliation  has  been  mitigated  as 
much  as  possible,  both  in  its  extent  and  in  its  charac- 
ter, stopping  far  short  of  the  example  of  the  enemy, 
who  owe  the  advantages  they  have  occasionally  gained 
in  battle,  chiefly  to  the  number  of  their  savage  associ- 
ates;  and  who  have  not  controlled  them  either  from 
their  usual  practice  of  indiscriminate  massacre  on  de- 
fenceless inhabitants,  or  from  scenes  of  carnage  with- 
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out  a  parallel,  on  prisoners  to  the  British  arms,  guarded 
by  all  the  laws  of  humanity  and  honorable  war.  For 
these  enormities  the  enemy  are  equally  responsible, 
whether  with  the  {x)wer  to  prevent  them,  they  want 
the  will,  or.  with  the  knowledge  of  the  want  of  power, 
they  still  avail  themselves  of  such  instruments.  In  other 
respecU,  the  enemy  are  pursuing  a  course  which  threat- 
ens consequences  most  afflicting  to  humanity. 

A  sUnding  law  of  Great  Britain  naturalizes,  as  is 
well  known,  all  aliens  complying  with  conditions  lim- 
ited to  a  shorter  period  than  those  required  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  and  naturalized  subjects  are,  in  war,  em- 
ployed by  her  Government  in  common  with  native 
subjects.  In  a  contiguous  British  province,  regula- 
tions promulgated  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
compel  citizens  of  the  United  States  being  there  under 
cerUin  circumstances  to  bear  arms ;  whilst,  of  the  na- 
tive emigrants  from  the  United  States,  who  compose 
much  of  the  population  of  the  province,  a  number  have 
actu.illy  borne  arms  against  the  United  Sutes  within 
their  hmits  ;  some  of  whom,  after  having  done  so,  have 
become  prisoners  of  war,  and  are  now  in  our  posses- 
sion. The  British  commander  in  that  province,  nev- 
ertheless, with  the  sanction,  it  appears,  of  his  Govern- 
ment, thought  proper  to  select  from  American  prison- 
ers of  war,  and  send  to  Great  Britain  for  trial  as  crim- 
inals, a  number  of  individuals,  who  had  emigrated  from 
the  British  dominions  long  prior  to  the  slate  of  war 
between  the  two  nations,  who  had  incor|)orated  them- 
selves into  our  political  society,  in  the  modes  recog- 
nised by  the  law  and  the  practice  of  Great  Britain,  and 
who  were  made  prisoners  of  war,  under  the  banners 
of  their  adopted  country,  fighting  for  iu  righu  and  its 
safety. 

The  protection  due  to  these  citizens  requiring  an 
effectual  interposition  in  their  behalf,  a  hke  number  of 
British  prisoners  of  war  were  put  into  confinement, 
with  a  notification  that  they  would  experience  what- 
ever violence  might  be  committed  on  the  American 
prisoners  of  war  sent  to  (ireat  Britain. 

It  was  hoped  that  this  necessary  consequence  of  the 
step  unadvisedly  taken  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
would  have  led  her  (Jovernment  to  reflect  on  the  in- 
consistencies of  its  conduct,  and  that  a  sympathy  with 
the  British,  if  not  with  the  American  sufferers,  would 
have  arrested  the  cruel  career  opened  by  its  example. 

This  was  unhappily  not  the  case.  In  violation  both 
of  consistency  and  humanity,  .American  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers,  in  double  the  number  of  the 
British  soldiers  confined  here,  were  ordered  into  close 
confinement,  with  formal  notice  that,  in  the  event  of  a 
reUliation  for  the  death  which  might  be  inflicted  on 
the  prisoners  of  war  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial,  the 
officers  so  confined  would  be  put  to  death  also.  It  was 
notified,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  commanders  of  the 
British  fleets  and  armies  on  our  coasts  are  instructed, 
in  the  same  event,  to  proceed  with  a  destructive  sever- 
ity against  our  towns  and  their  inhabitants. 

That  no  doubt  might  be  left  with  the  enemy  of  our 
adherence  to  the  retaliatory  resort  imposed  on  us,  a 
correspondent  number  of  British  officers,  prisoners  of 
war  in  our  hands,  were  immediately  put  into  close  con- 
finement, to  abide  the  fate  of  those  confined  by  the 
enemy  ;  and  the  British  Government  has  been  apprized 
of  the  determination  of  this  Government,  to  reUliate 
any  other  proceedings  against  us,  contrary  to  the  le- 
gitimate modes  of  warfare. 

It  is  as  fortunate  for  the  United  States  that  they 
have  it  iu  their  power  to  meet  the  enemy  in  this  de- 


plorable contest,  aa  it  is  honorable  to  them  that  they 
do  not  join  in  it  but  under  the  most  imperious  obh- 
gations.  and  with  tlie  humane  purpose  of  effectuating 
a  return  to  the  established  usages  of  war. 

The  views  of  the  French  Govcrnm»nt  on  the  sub- 
jects which  have  been  so  long  committed  to  negotia- 
tion have  received  no  elucidation  since  the  close  of 
your  late  session.  The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris  had  not  been  enabled,  by 
proper  opportunities,  to  press  the  objects  of  his  mission, 
as  prescribed  by  his  instructions. 

The  militia  being  always  to  be  regarded  as  the  great 
bulwark  of  defence  and  security  for  free  States,  and 
the  Constitution  having  wisely  committed  to  the  na- 
tional authority  a  use  of  that  force,  as  the  best  provis- 
ion against  an  unsafe  Mihtary  Establishment,  as  well 
as  a  resource  peculiarly  adapted  to  a  country  having 
the  extent  and  the  exposure  of  the  L'nited  States,  I 
recommend  to  Congress  a  revision  of  the  militia  laws, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  more  effectually  the  services 
of  all  detachments  called  into  the  employment,  and 
placed  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

It  will  deserve  the  consideration  of  Congress,  also, 
whether,  among  other  improvements  in  the  militia 
laws,  justice  does  not  require  a  reerulation,  under  due 
precautions,  for  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the 
first  assembling,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  movements, 
of  detachments  called  into  the  national  service. 

To  give  to  our  vessels  of  war,  public  and  private,  the 
requisite  advantage  in  their  cruises,  it  is  of  much  im- 
portance that  they  should  have,  both  for  themselves 
and  their  prizes,  the  use  of  the  ports  and  markets  of 
friendly  Powers.  With  this  view,  I  recommend  to 
Congress  the  expediency  of  such  legal  provisions  as 
may  supply  the  defects  or  remove  the  doubu  of  the 
Executive  authority  to  allow  to  the  cruisers  of  other 
Powers  at  war  with  enemies  of  the  United  States,  such 
use  of  the  American  ports  as  may  correspond  with 
the  privileges  allowed  by  such  Powers  to  American 
cruisers. 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September 
last,  the  receipu  into  the  Treasury  have  exceeded  thir- 
ty-seven millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  of  which  near 
twenty-four  millions  were  the  produce  of  loans.    Afler 
meeting  all  the  demands  for  the   public  service,  there 
remained  in  the  Treasury,  on  that  day,  near  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars.      Under  the  authority  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  2d  of  .\ugust  last,  for  borrowing  seven  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars,  that  sum  has  been  obtained 
on  terras  more  favorable  to  the  United  States  than  those 
of  the  preceding  loan  made  during  the  present   year. 
Further  sums  to  a  considerable  amount  will  be  neces- 
sary to  be  obtained  in  the  same  way  dunng  the  ensu- 
ing year;  and,  from  the  increased  capital  of  the  coun- 
try, from  the   lidelity  with  which  the  public  engage- 
ments have  been  kept,  and  the  public  credit  maintain- 
ed, it  may  be  ex}>ccteJ,  on  good  grounds,  that  the  ne- 
cessary pecuniary  supplies  will  not  be  wanting. 

The  expenses  of  the  current  year,  from  the  multi- 
plied operations  falling  within  it,  have  necessarily  been 
extensive.  But,  on  a  just  estimate  of  the  campaign, 
in  which  the  mass  of  them  has  been  incurred,  the  cost 
will  not  be  found  disproportionate  to  the  advantages 
which  have  been  gained.  The  campaign  has.  indeed, 
in  its  latter  sta^res,  in  one  quarter,  been  less  favorable 
than  was  expected;  but,  in  addition  to  the  importance 
of  our  naval  success,  the  progress  of  the  campaign  has 
been  filled  with  incidents  highly  honorable  to  the 
American  arms. 
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The  attackt  of  the  enemy  on  Craney  Island,  on  Fort  |  By  difTuaing  through  the  maaa  of  the  nation  the  ele- 
luigs.  on  Sackett'ti  Harbor,  and  on  Sandusky,  have  ment«  of  military  discipline  and  instruction,  by  aug- 
een  vigorously  and  successfully  repulsed ;  nor  have  menting  and  distributing  warlike  preparations,  appli> 
ley,  in  any  case,  succeeded  on  either  frontier,  except-  |  cable  to  future  use  ;  by  evincing  the  zeal  and  valor 
ig  when  .lirected  against  the  peaceable  dwellings  of  |  with  which  they  will  be  employed,  and  the  cheerful- 
^idividual.-s  or  villages,  unprepared  or  undefended.  ness  with  which  every  necessary  burden  will  be  borne, 


On  the  rther  hand,  the  movements  of  the  American 
rmy  have  been  followed  by  the  reduction  of  York,  and 
f  Forts  (iforge,  Erie,  and  Maiden,  by  the  recovery  of 
etroit,  and  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  war  in  the 
est,  ani^  by  the  (Mrcupancy  or  command  of  a  large 
rtion  of  Upper  Canada.  Battles  have  also  been 
ught  on  the  borders  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  which, 
lOugh  not  accomplishing  their  entire  objects,  reflect 
jnor  on  the  discipline  and  prow^ess  of  our  soldiery,  the 
''■St  augu.ies  of  eventual  victory.  In  the  same  scale 
e  to  be  pliced  the  late  successes  in  the  South,  over 
le  of  the  most  powerful,  which  had  become  one  of  the 
ost  hostile  also,  of  the  Indian  tribea. 
It  would  be  improper  to  close  this  communication 
-7iltiout  expressing  a  thankfulness,  in  which  all  ought 
unite,  for  the  numerous  blessings  with  which  our 
loved  country  continues  to  be  favored  ;  for  the  abun- 
nee  whith  overspreads  our  land,  and  the  prevailing 
alth  of  jts  inhabitants;  for  the  preservation  of  our 
'^.ternal  ti.inquillity,  and  the   stability  of  our  free   in- 

fitutions  \  and,  above  adl,  for  the  Ught  of  Divine  truth, 
id  the  p'otection  of  every  man's  conscience  in  the 
ijoymeu*  of  it.  And  although,  among  our  blessings, 
/<  e  cannot  number  ivn  exemption  from  the  evils  of  war, 
Met  these  will  nevei  be  regarded  as  the  greatest  of  evils, 
Ky  the  friends  of  liberty  and  of  tho-  rights  of  nations. 
fyur  country  has  before  preferred  them  to  the  degraded 

rndition  %vhich  wa^  the  aliernative,  when  the  sword 
as  drawn  in   the  cause  which  gave  birth  to  our  na- 
onal  independence ;  and  none  who  contemplate  the 
agnitudr,  and  feel  the   value  of  that  glorious  event, 
hll  shrink,  from  a  struggle  to  maintain  the  high  and 
tippy  ground  on  wlvich  it  placed  the  American  people. 
w  With  all  good  citizens,  the  justice  and  necessity  of 
^sistiiig    wrongs    ;iad    usurpations    no    longer    to  be 
)rne,  will   sutliciently  outweigh   the  privations  and 
hfices  Miseparablf  from  a  state  of  war.     But  it  is  a 
flection,  moreover,  peculiarly  consolinif,  that,  whilst 
ars  are  jjvnerally  aggravated  by  their  baneful  elTects 
the  internal  improvements  and  permanent  prosperity 
the  nations  engaged  in  them,  such  is  the  favored  sit- 
ition  of  rbe  L'niteti  States,  that  the  calamities  of  the 
ntest,  info  which  they  have  been  compelled  to  enter, 
e    mitigated    by    improvements   and    advantages  of 
ich  the  contest  itself  is  the  source. 
If  the  war   has  increased  the  interruptions  of  our 
mmerce,  it   has,  at   the   same   time,  cherished  and 
ultiplied'oar  manufactures,  so  as  to  make  ua  inde- 
ndent  oT  all  other  countries  for  the  more  essential 
anches,  tor  which  we  ought  to  be  dependent  on  none  ; 
^.d  IS  even  rapidly  giving  them  an  extent  which  will 
^eate  additional  staples  in  our  future  intercourse  with 

reign  matkets. 
_    It  much  treasure  has  been  expended,  no  inconsider- 
^  lie  portion  of  it  his  been  applied  to  objects  durable  in 
•Jjeir  value,  and  neccs.sary  to  our  permanent  safety. 
If  tl^  war  hasexp)sed  us  to  increased  spoliations  on 
e  ocean,  and  to  predatory  incursions  on  the  land,  it 
a  devehij>ed  the  r^ational  means  of  retaliating  the 
rmer,  and  of  providing  protection  against  the  latter ; 
monstrating  to  alt,  that  every  blow  aimed  at  our  ma- 
ime   independence  is   an    impulse   accelerating  the 
»  ,ijwth  of  our  mariliaie  power. 


a  greater  respect  for  our  rights,  and  a  longer  duration 
of  our  future  peace,  are  promised,  than  could  be  ex- 
pected without  these  proofs  of  the  national  character 
and  resources. 

The  war  has  proved,  moreover,  that  our  free  Gov- 
ernment, like  other  free  Governments,  though  slow 
in  its  early  movements,  acquires  in  its  progress  a  force 
proportioned  to  its  freedom ;  and  that  the  Union  of 
these  States,  the  guardian  of  the  freedom  and  safety  of 
all  and  of  each,  is  strengthened  by  every  occasion  that 
puts  it  to  the  test. 

In  fine,  the  war,  with  its  vicissitudes,  is  illustrating 
the  capacity  and  the  destiny  of  the  United  States  to  be 
a  great,  a  flourishing,  and  a  powerful  nation,  worthy 
of  the  friendship  which  it  is  dis{)08ed  to  cultivate  with 
all  others ;  and  authorized,  by  its  own  example,  to  re- 
quire  from  all  an  observance  of  the  laws  of  justice  and 
reciprocity.  Beyond  these  their  claims  have  never  ex- 
tended; and,  in  contending  for  these,  we  behold  a  sub- 
ject for  our  congratulations,  in  the  daily  testimony  of 
increasing  harmony  throughout  the  nation,  and  may 
humbly  repose  our  trust  in  the  smiles  of  Heaven  on  so 
righteous  a  cause. 

JAMES  .MADISON. 

WASHiNGTo.f,  December  7,  1813. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  five  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNQTON  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration: 

Kesohtd,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  denomi- 
nations, be  appointed  to  Congress  during  the  present 
session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib.  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, agreeably  to  the  42d  rule,  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate;  and  Messrs.  Leib.  Oil- 
man, and  MuHROw.  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 


WEDNEaDAY,  December  8. 

George  Wabhinoton  Campbell,  from  the 
State  of  Tennessee:  Robert  Henry  Goldsbo- 
HOL'GH,  from  the  State  of  Maryland;  and  David 
Stone,  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  seve- 
rally look  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  motion  made  yesterday  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Chaplains  was  read  the  second  and  third 
limes  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to.  ai 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress  during  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange weekly. 

Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  following  motions  for 
consideration  : 

"That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  as  concerns  our  Foreign  Relations,  b«'  re- 
ferred to  a  select  c  >mmittee,  with  leave  to  report  lliero- 
on  by  bill  or  other.,  ue.'' 
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"That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi/Jent  of    appointed,  who,  with  three   members  of  the  House  of 


the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  Military  Establish- 
ment thereof,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with 
leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

"  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  the  .\aval  Establish- 
ment thereof,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with 
leave  to  rejKJrt  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise." 


Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  shall 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  maps  for  the  use  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 


Thi'rsday.  December  9.  ' 

Obadiah  German,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  William  Htnter.  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  severally  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  for  ref  rring  to  a  select 
committee  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  as  concern-^  our  Foreign 
Relations;  and,  having  agreed  thereto.  Messrs. 
BiBR.  of  Georgia.  Taylor.  Chace.  Bledsoe, 
Brent.  Anderson,  and  Brown,  were  appomied 
the  committee. 

The  second  motion  made  yesterday  for  a  com- 
mittee was  resumed;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bledsoe,  was  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

liesolced.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  the 
Military  Affairs  thereof,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Worthinoton,  Tur- 
ner, Lacock,  Campbell,  and  Robinson,  be  the 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  as  relates  to  the  Naval  Establishment, 
and  agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs.  Gaillard,  Tait. 
Fhomentin,  Morrow,  and  Howell,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 


Saturday,  December  11. 

The  motion  made  yesterday,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  for  \irrangemenls  ia 
the  Library,  was  read  three  limes,  and  passed. 

Messrs.  Leib, Goldsborough, and  Mason,  were 
appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill, entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  trans- 
mission of  certain  ducumenis  free  from  postage," 
was  read  the  second  tune,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  GoLDs^oRouGH,  Leib,  and  Smith,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


Friday,  December  10. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
resolution  of  ihe  Senate  for  ihe  appointment  of 
Chaplains,  and  have  appointed  the  Reverend 
Jesse  Lee  Chaplain  on  their  pari.  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  certain  documents  free  from  postage."  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second   reading. 

Oq  motion,  by  .Mr.  Worthington,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  on 
their  part;  and,  on  tlie  ballots  having  been  count- 
ed, It  appeared  that  the  Reverend  John  Breck- 
enridge  had  a  majority,  and  was  elected. 


Monday,  December  13. 

Samuel  W.  Dana,  from  the  Stale  of  Connec- 
ticut, took  his  si-ai  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruohed,  That  it  is  proper,  by  law,  to  make  provi- 
sion concerning  the  militia,  for  the  following  purposes: 

1.  To  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
private  soldiers  of  the  militia,  who  may  be  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  an  adequate  sum  shall 
be  allowed  for  the  purchase  of  their  daily  subsistence, 
respectively,  in  going  from  their  places  of  residence, 
unless  there  bo  furnished  rations  in  kind,  with  necessa- 
ry camp  equipage,  and  also  in  returning  from  the  ser- 
vice when  discharged. 

2.  There  shall  also  l)e  allowed  to  such  non-commia- 
sioned  otlicers.  musicians,  and  jirivate  soldiers,  of  the 
militia,  a  compensation  for  clothing  while  in  service. 

Whatever  may  be  due  to  any  of  the  militia  on  account 
of  such  service,  shall  be  paid  without  delay. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  fur  tlie  printing  and  distribution  of 
an  additional  number  of  the  Journals  of  Congress, 
and  of  the  docuraenis  published  under  their  or- 
der;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate, 

The  resolution  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
I  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
1  On  moliou,  by  .Mr.  Mason, 
j  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
I  States  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to 
!  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the 
1  amount  of  duties  accruing  to  the  United  States 
{  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
!  the  United  Stales  afier  the  3'Jih  day  of  June, 
{  1812.  and  before  the  first  diy  of  October.  1813; 
'  and,  also,  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  llie  duties 
accruin'T  to  llie  United  Stales  on   the  tonnage  of 


On  mouon.  by  .Mr.  Fromentin.  a  committee 
was  appointed,  agreeably  to  the  22d  rule,  for  con-  j  shi^praii'd  ye>seU  during  the  same  period, 
ducting  business  in  the  Senate  ;  and  Messrs.  Fro-  ' 
mentin,  Daggett,  and  Chace.  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Htsulved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be 
IJlll  Cox.  2d  Sess.  — IS 


Tuesday.  December  14. 

Christopher  Gore,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  RuFiis  King,  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  severally  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 
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ii  Theciilleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doors  closed; 
*ind.  alter  ffie  coiKsideralion  of  confidential  busi- 
^less,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

WEDNEt»DAY,  Dfceinber  15. 
William  H.  Wells,  from  the  Stale  of  Df la- 
rare,  took  his  seal  in  the  Senate. 

Tlie  fijulleries  were  then  cleared  and  the  doors 
rlosed  ;  ind  after  the  consideration  of  confidential 
liU.siDeNS.ithe  Senate  adjourned. 


16. 


.'  THrRsDAY.  December 
The  jiiint  resolution  for  the  printing  and  distri- 
jtution  o|  an  additional  number  of  the  journals  of 
*3ongre>».  and  (  f  the  documents  published  under 
Vheir  orc^r,  was  read  the  .second  time,  and  passed 
^0  the  third  readi.ig. 

X  On  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared  and  the 
|Joors  of  ^he  Senate  C'hamber  closed  ;  and,  after 
Che  coDsiiieration  of  Executire  and  confidential 
lousiness,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  17. 

Mr.  F«OMENTiN  submitted  the  following  ino- 
lioQs  for  .consideration  : 

ReKfilvfd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
to  the  expediency  of  providinjj  by  law  for  the  record- 

Iaig  of  liirths,  marringes,  and  deaths,  in  every  county, 
listrict.  or  parish,  in  the  United  States. 
I    Rfsolr^d,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  to  inquire 
-  nto  the  expediency  of  providing  hy  law  for  the  record- 
njc  of  the  removal,  ifilendcd  to  be  permanent,  of  every 
niily  or  I'ldividunl  from,  or  arrival,  with  a  view  to  a 
i>ermaiien{  e!<tabli>!iment  of  every  family  or  indiviJu- 
1,  in  any  county,  di^trict,   or  parish,  in  the  United 
tates. 

Rexoffd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
fnto  the  rtipedienry  of  providing  by  law  for  the  estab- 
islunent  of  a  general  office  of  record,  for  the  purposes 
ihovement^oned,  to  be  kept  at  the  Heat  of  the  (Jeneral 
lOTernmerit,  under  the  immediate  control  and  auper- 
hiiendenc*  of  the  i*tcrelary  of  State. 
,  HttulveJ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
nto  the  ex^pcdiency  of  providing  by  law  lor  the  record- 
ng  of  every  certificate  of  naturalization,  in  the  otTice 
i-f  the  clerk  of  the  <ourt  granting  the  same;  duly  at- 
(ested  copies  of  wh.ch  shall  be  sent  to,  and  recorded 
iid  kept  in,  the  general  ofEce  of  record,  to  be  kept  at 
he  SSeat  ol  the  General  (Jovernrnenl. 

Hewlveit,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 

nto  the  evpediency  of  providing  by  law  that,  from  and 

ifler  the  ti'^mination  of  the  war   in  which  the  United 

:<tale«  are  now  engaged  with  (ireat  Uritain.  no  pernon 

^hall  be  e»nployed  aa  a  seaman  on  board   any  private 

vei*el  of  t be  United   S'tales,  sailing  from  a  port  in  the 

nit*-d  Stitte*  to  a  foreign  port,  but  upon  his  exhibiting 

o  the  cofiector.  for  the  district  from  which  the  vessel 

to  clear  »>ul,  a  ct^rtificate  from  the  general  office  of 

ecord,  »««tting  forti  the   risht»  of  citizen-hip  of  the 

iei¥on   tb^in  applying  to  li«  employed    aa  a   aeaman, 

.bvtber  those  right.s  be  derived  from   nativity  or  from 

|ia^ur«liz.'«;tion;  which  certificate  ehall  become  a  part 

'jf  <he  sbijiH  papers,  and    be   delivered  to  the   captain, 

inder  soc«i  regulation*  as  may  be  deemed  eipetlient, 

lo  t)e  by  l^im    deposited,  afler  the   return  of  the  vessel 

10  nny  poxt  of  the  I'oited  States,  with  the  collector  of 


the  ciAtom-houBC  for  the  district  in  which  the  aaid  port 
is  situ^ite,  to  be  u.scd  again  on  any  subsequent  voyage 
by  the  teaman  for  who«»e  benefit  the  H«m«  was  ob- 
tained. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  printing  and  dis- 
tribution of  an  additional  number  of  the  journah 
of  Congress,  and  of  the  documents  published 
under  tlieir  order,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  HoR3EY  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Che.*apeake  and 
Delaware  Caoal  Company,  prayins^  the  aid  of 
Gorernment  in  the  completion  of  their  under- 
taking, for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  tueino- 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
commitlee,  lo  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Horsey,  Goldsborouoh,  Smith,  Lbib, 
and  Lacocic.  were  appointed  the  commitlee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
13tb  instant  to  make  provision  by  law  concerning 
the  militia;  and,  having  agreed  thereto,  it  was 
referred  lo  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  9th 
ioslant,  on  so  much  of  ihe  Mes;>age  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Military 
Aifairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executire  and  con- 
fidential business  the  Senate  adjouroed  lo  5  o'clock 
in  the  evening. 

5  o'clock  in  the  erening. 

After  the  consideration  of  confidential  business, 
the  Senate   adjourned  tu   11  o'clock  on  Monday 


MoMD.vY,  December  20. 

On  moiioo.  by  Mr.  BLEUdOE, 

lienoired,  That  the  comuiittec  ou  so  much 
of  the  Mess.ige  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  ,is  relatts  to  Military  Affairs,  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
regulations  by  law  respecting  the  medical  ^taffof 
the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  respecting  fidd  offi- 
cers of  ihe  mililiavand  officers  of  the  >taff. 

A  letter  was"  read  froiu  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  Commonweaitij  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  accompanying  a  new 
(edition  of  the  laws  of  that  Stale. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wobthingtow. 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  tiie  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Slate>  as  relates  to  Military  Affairs, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  aJditioiial  military  schools,  and  that 
iliey  have  leave  to  report  by  hill  or  otherwise. 

The  following  Me.s.>aee  was  received  from  the 
President  o?  tue  United  Statss: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  State-f  • 

I  transmit  to  the  8enate  a  report  of  the  acting  Sec- 
retary I'f  the  Treasury,  complying  with  the  resolutioo 
of  the  13th  instant. 

JAMES  MADI80N. 

DacxauiB  to,  1813 
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The  Message  and  report  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

After  the  consideration  of  the  Executive  and 
Confidential  business,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  11 
o'clock  to-raorrow  morning. 


The  injunetion  of  terrery  rrtpeeting  n  confidential 
Me^nni^e  of  the  I'residmt  of  the  United  Statr'^  of 
the  9th  inflant,  together  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  thereon,  having  been  removed,  they  are 
here  interted. 

[cOVriDllfTIAL.] 

TiiCRSDAY.  December  9. 

The  following   confidential    Message  was  re- 
ceived   from    the    Pke.siuknt    or    thk    United 
States: 
To  the  Henuir  and  Houte  of 

Rrprtsentativea  of  the  United  States  : 

The  tendency  of  our  commercial  and  navigation 
law*,  in  their  present  state,  to  favor  ihr  enemy  and 
thereby  prolong  the  war,  ia  more  and  more  developed  by 
experience.  8upplieii  of  the  motit  eiMential  kinds  find 
their  way  not  only  to  Uritiah  portjt  and  Britub  armies 
at  a  distance,  but  the  armies  in  our  neighborhood,  with 
which  our  own  are  contending,  derive  from  our  ports 
and  oatlels  a  subsistence  attainable  with  difficulty,  if 
ut  all,  from  other  source^.  Even  the  fleets  and  troop* 
iinfesting  our  coasts  and  waters,  are,  by  like  supplies, 
accommodated  and  encouraged  in  their  predatory  and 
incursive  warfare. 

Abuses  having  a  like  tendency  take  place  in  our 
import  trade.  British  fabrics  and  products  find  their 
way  into  our  porta  under  the  name  and  from  the  ports 
ot  other  countries,  and  often  in  British  vesnels  disguised 
ax  neutraU  by  false  colors  and  papers. 

To  these  abuses  it  may  be  atided,  that  illegal  impor- 
tations are  openly  made,  with  advantage  to  the  viola- 
tors of  the  law,  produced  by  umlervaluations  or  other 
circumiilances  involved  in  the  course  ot  the  judicial 
proceedings  against  them. 

It  ia  (bund,  altiO,  that  tlie  practice  of  ransoming  is  a 
cover  for  collusivti  captures,  and  a  channel  for  intelli* 
gence  advantageous  to  the  enemy. 

To  remedy,  as  much  as  possible,  those  evils,  I  re- 
commend— 

Thht  an  effectual  embargo  on  exports  be  immediately 
enacted  : 

That  all  articles  known  to  be  derived,  either  not  at 
all,  or  in  an  immaterial  degree  only,  from  the  produc- 
tions of  any  other  country  than  Great  Britain,  and 
particularly  the  extensive  articles  made  of  wool  and 
cotton  materials,  and  ardent  spirits  made  from  the 
cane,  be  expressly  and  absolutely  prohibited,  from 
whatever  port  or  place,  or  in  whatever  vessels  the  same 
may  be  brought  into  the  Unite<l  States  ;  and  that  all 
violations  of  the  non-importation  act  be  subjected  to 
adequate  prnaltits: 

That,  among  the  proofs  of  the  neutral  and  national 
character  of  foreign  vessels,  it  be  required  that  the 
masters  and  supercargoes,  and  thrcc-iourths  at  least 
of  the  crew*,  be  citizens  or  subject*  of  the  country  an- 
der  whobe  flag  the  vessels  sail : 

I'hat  all  persons  concerned  in  collusive  captures  by 
the  enemy,  or  in  ransoming  vejiscls  or  their  cargoes 
from  the  enemy,  be  subjected  tu  adequate  penalties. 

To  ahortea  as  much  as  possible  lh«  duration  of  the 


war,  it  is  indispensable  that  the  enemy  should  feel  all 
the  pressure  that  can  be  given  to  it,  and  the  restraints 
having  that  tendency  will  be  borne  with  the  greater 
cheerfulness  by  all  good  citizens,  as  the  restraints  will 
affect  those  most  who  are  most  ready  to  sacrifice  the 
interests  of  their  country  in  pursuit  of  their  own. 

JA.ME8  MADISON. 
DicKHBia  9,  1813. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  this  day  appointed  on  .«o  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  our  Foreign  Relations,  with  leave  to 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Monday.  December  13. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
9th  instant  on  the  subject,  reported,  in  pan,  a  bill 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
porta  and  harbors  of  the  Uuited  Slate*;  which 
was  in  part  read. 

A  confidt'Qtial  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  .Messrs.  Grundy 
and  Lewis,  two  of  their  members  ;  Mr.  Grundy, 
Chairman  : 

Mr.  Prerident :  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill  (in  confidence)  'Maying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  ;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Bibb,  tiiat  the  bill  be  now  read  the 
second  time,  it  was  obj»'cted  to  as  against  the  rule. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed  to  sus- 
pend the  twelfth  rule  lor  conducting  business 
in  the  Senate,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  at  this  time  :  And  the 
bill  was  read  the  second  tune,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  the  9tti  instan^  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  as  relates  to  our  Foreign  ReLitioas,  lo  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  this  day  reported  by  the 
committee  last  mentioned,  be  recoiniiutted  to  the 
original  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, reported  the  bill  from  the  Hiuse  of  Rep- 
resentatives with  amendmeuts  ;  which  were  read. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the 
bill  and  amendments  be  confidentially  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  the  question  was  divided  ;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  as  reported 
by  the  committee, be  confiJtntially  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  December  14. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill, entitled  "Ao 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  sliip<  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Slates,"  to- 
gethiT  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  commitlee;  and  Mr.  Anderson  was 
requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

WhereuDon.  the  amendments  were  amended 
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;nd  adopifd  ;  and. after  debate,  oo  motion,  by  Mr. 
^u.E8.  the  bill  wa$  recommitied  to  the  original 
onimitt€e.  further  to  consider  and  report  on  the 
jurth  seclton  thereof. 


Wednesday,  December  15. 
THE  EMBARr.O. 

I  Mr.  BiuB.  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
ilions  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled 
An  act  layinji  an  embargo  on  ships  and  vessels 
1  the  ports,  and  harbors  of  the  United  States," 
pported  amendments  to  the  fourth  section;  aod 
le  bill  and  amendments  were  considered  as  in 
lommitiee  of  tht  Whole;  and  the  bill  having 
ten  further  amended,  the  amendments  were 
^reed  to. 

,  On   motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  to  expunge,  from 
'ion  2.  line  3.  the  words  "goods,  wares,  mer- 

andise.  produce.  *  it  was  determined  in  the  ne- 
itive — ypas  9.  nays  24.  as  follows: 

Yiis — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromcntin, 
ore,  Kint;,  Mason,  8inith,  and  Wells. 
'.  Kats — ifessrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  tieorgia.  Bledsoe, 
rent,  Cai,ipb€il,  Cha.se,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Ciil- 
an,  Gold^borough,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  liacock, 
anibert,  L^'ib,  Morrow,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
arnum,  and  Wortlungton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  amend  the  amend- 
ent  to  the  first  Sifclion  of  the  bill,  by  inserting 

e  following  words  :  "  and  with  the  goods,  wares, 
i  id  merchandise,  other  than  provisions  and  mili- 
ary and  naval  stores,  on  board  of  such  foreign 
lip  or  ve>sel,  when  notified  of  this  act :"  it  was 
stermineJ  in  the  affirmative — yeas  IS,  nays  16, 
'i  follows  : 

;  ViAs — Messr^.  Anderson,  Dapgctt,  Dana,  Fromen- 
n,  Germaji,  Giles,  (Jilraan,  Goldsboroiigh,  Gore.  Hor- 
;y,   Huntt-r,    King,   Lambert,   Leib,  Mason,  Smith, 
■tone,  and  Well^. 

KNats — Messrs.   Bibb  of  Georgia,    Bledsoe,   Brent, 
Srown,   Campbell,  Chace,  Gaillard,   Howell,   Lacock, 
loiTOw,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and 
V'nrthjnglun. 

And  Mr.  Andehson    reported   the  bill   to  the 

(ju>e  amended. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
liitee  to  airike  out  the  fourth  section,  for  the  pur- 
ose  of  inserting  the  following  after  '•  enacted  :" 

"That  tUe  President  of  the  United  States  may  au- 
lorixe  the  collectors  of  the  customs  (when,  in  bis 
jinion,  it  .an  be  done  without  danger  of  the  embargo 

ing  violated,  and  under  such  limitations  as  he  may 

em  expe(jient)  to  grant  permission  to  vessels  or  boats 
hose  employment  has  uniformly  been  confined  to  the 
ivipation  of  bays,  sounds,  rivers,  or  lakes,  within  the 

risdiction  of  the  United  Slates,  or  the  Tt-rritories  therr- 
r,  to  takeout  board,  at  any  time,  such  articles  of  domestic 
f  foreign  growth  as  may  be  designated  in  such  permis- 
(On ;  bond,  with  onp  or  more  sutBcient  sureties,  being 

("reviously  given  to  the  I  nitcd  Stai^  by  the  owner, 
wners,  consignee,  or  factors,  of  such  vessel  or  boat, 
ad  by  the  master  thereof,  in  an  amount  equal  to  three 
«uiidred  dvUars  for  each  ton  of  the  said  vessel  or  Itoat, 
lai  such  vessel  of  boat  shall  not,  during  the  time 
Mmitrd  in  the  condition  of  the  bond,  depart  from  any 
BUIrictof  !h«  United  States  without  having  prcviouslv 


obtained  a  clearance,  nor  until  the  master  or  com- 
mander shall  have  delivered  to  the  collector  or  surveyor 
of  the  port  of  departure  a  manifest  of  the  whole  cargo 
on  board;  that  the  said  vessel  or  boat  shall  not,  during 
the  time  above-mentioned,  proceed  to  any  other  port  or 
place  than  that  mentioned  in  her  clearance,  nor  put 
any  article  on  Iward  of  any  other  vessel  or  boat,  or  be 
employed  in  any  foreign  trade  ;  and  that,  on  every  voy- 
age or  trip,  the  whole  of  the  cargo  shall  be  landed  ia 
a  port  or  place  of  the  United  Slates,  or  the  Territories 
thereof,  within  the  bay,  sound,  rivers,  or  lakes,  to  which 
the  navigation  of  such  vessel  is  confined.  And  the  bur- 
den of  proofof  the  landing  of  the  whole  of  any  such  cargo 
in  a  port  or  place  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Territo- 
ries thereof,  within  the  bay,  sound,  rivers,  or  lakes,  to 
which  the  navigation  of  such  vessel  or  boat  is  confined, 
or  in  the  port  or  place  mentioned  in  the  clearance, 
shall,  in  case  of  any  suit  or  prosecution  instituted  on 
such  bond  for  a  breach  of  the  conditions  thereof,  lie 
upon  the  owner  or  owners,  consignee  or  factors,  of  such 
vessel  or  boat,  or  the  master  thereof,  as  the  case  maj 
be  :  Pruvidfd,  such  prosecution  or  suit  be  instituted 
within  two  years  after  auch  breach  shall  have  been 
committed." 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by  Mr. 
HonsEY  ;  and.  on  the  question  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  section,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  33.  nay  1.  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
Brent,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Mason,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turnf-r,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Worthington. 

Nat — .Mr.  Dana. 

On  the  question  to  insert  the  substitute  reported 
by  the  select  committee,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  26,  nays  S.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
Brent,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chare,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  GoldslMjrough,  Howell,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Morrow,  Robin:»on,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Worthington. 

Nat* — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  (lerman,  Gilman, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  and  Mason. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  strike  out  the  seventh  section,  as 
follows : 

••Slc.7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  owner 
or  owners  of  all  vessels  licensed  for  fisheries,  or  those 
l>ound  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and  having  no  other  cargo 
than  necessary  sea-stores,  salt,  and  the  usual  fishing 
tackling  and  apparel,  shall  %\\e  a  general  bond  in  four 
times  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  that  they  will 
not,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  proceed  to  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  and  will  return,  with  their  fishing 
fare,  to  some  port  or  place  within  the  United  Stati-s  :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  21.  as  follows  : 

Yiis — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Brent, 
Campbell,  Chace,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
Robinson,  Stone,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fro- 
mentin, (Jerman,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horaey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 

On  motioDj  by  Mr.  Da.na,  to  strike  out  of  sec- 
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tion  10,  lines  6  and  7,  the  words,  "carts,  wagons, 
sleiffhs,  or  any  other  carriage.s.  or  in  any  manner 
ap|>iirently  on  their  way  towards  the  territories 
of  a  foreign  nation,  or  the  vicinity  thereof,  or." 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  S,  nays 
25,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dana,  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Brent, 
Brown,  Campliell,  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Gilman,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lacock,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  expunge  from 
the  fir>t  section  the  words: 

"  And  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  give  such 
instructions  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  of  the  navy, 
and  of  the  private  armed  vessels  and  revenue  cutters 
of  the  United  Htate.<«,  as  shall  appear  best  adapted  for 
carrying  the  same  into  full  effect :" 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  strike  out  of  sec- 
tion 12.  line  6,  the  words: 

"The  illegal  departure  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of 
detaining,  taking  possession  of,  and  keeping  in  custody, 
any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  taking  into  custody  and  guard- 
ing any  specie,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  produce,  or 
provisions,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  preventing :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  22,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Dana,  Daggett,  German,  Goldsbo- 
rough. Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
and  WelU. 

Nats— -Messrs.  .\nderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
Brent,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gil- 
man, Howell,  Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ma80N;Io  strikeout  the  6ih 
section,  as  follows : 

«'8kc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  per- 
son or  persons  whose  names  do  or  may  appear  as  owner 
or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  either  on  the  certifi- 
cate of  registry,  enrolment,  or  license,  of  any  such  ship 
or  vessel ;  or,  if  neither  registered  nor  licensed,  on  the 
last  clearance  or  custom-house  document*  issued  be- 
fore the  passing  of  this  act  for  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall 
be  reputed  as  the  true  owner  or  owners  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  and  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  all  penalties 
which  may  be  incurred  by  the  owners  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  by  reason  of  any  violation  of  any  of  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act :  Provided,  always.  That  nothing  in 
this  section  coatained  shall  be  construed  to  release  any 
other  person  or  persons  from  the  payment  of  any  pen- 
alty incurred  by  virtue  ot  this  act.  .■\nd,  m  case  of  any 
new  register  or  license  being  granted  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  act,  or,  in  case  of  the  sale  of  any  ship 
or  vessel,  neither  registered  nor  licensed,  a  bond  with 
one  or  more  sureties  to  the  United  States  shall,  previ- 
ous to  the  granting  any  such  new  register  or  Ucense, 
or  to  recognising  the  sale  of  such  vessel,  not  regiiitered 
or  licensed,  be  required  by  the  collector,  in  an  amount 
equal  to  three  hundred  dollars  of  each  ton  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  that  such  chip  or  vessel  shall  not,  during  the 
continuance  of  this  art.  contravene  or  infringe  any  of 
the  provisions  thereof:  Frovided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  owner  or 
owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel  who  thail  have  made  a 


bona  fide  sale  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  in  any  port  or 
harbor  of  the  United  Slates,  before  notice  of  this  act  at 
such  port  or  harbor  respectively,  nor  to  the  owner  or 
owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel  in  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
who  shall  have  made  u  b(/na  fide  sale  thereof  before 
notice  of  this  act :  And  provided,  aUo,  That  such  bond 
shall  not  release  the  owners  and  master  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  or  any  other  person,  from  the  obligation  of 
giving  every  other  bond  required  by  this  act :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12.Days 
22,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
Brent,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinbon,  Smith, 
Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment to  the  first  iection,  by  inserting  the  follow- 
ing words: 

"  Or  any  vessels  licensed  for  the  fisheries,  or  those 
bound  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and  having  no  other  cargo 
than  necessary  sea-stores,  salt,  and  the  usual  fishing 
tackling  and  apparel :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12, 
nays  22,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  and  NA'ells. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
Brent,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson.  Smith, 
Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  20,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
Brent,  Campbell,  Chace,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  La- 
cock, Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Wells. 


Thlrsdav.  December  16. 
THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Fhomentin,  from  the  committeef  reported 
the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended. 

Mr.  (Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President : — Knowing  that  the  advocates  of 
the  bill  under  consideration  are  averse  to  a  full 
discussion  of  its  merits,  and  that  a  speedy  decis- 
ion is  determined  on.  1  do  not  intend  to  trespass 
a  long  time  on  your  patience.  But  believing  this 
measure  to  be  pregnant  with  consequences  the 
most  pernicious  to  our  country,  I  cannot  permit 
It  to  pass  without  entering  against  it  my  solemn 
protest.  You  are  about  to  change  the  daily  occtl- 
patiuDs.  and  destroy  the  means  of  a  subsistence, 
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Ai  a  Tisl  |K)rlioD  of  your  populatioo. 
ill  obsiacltrs  10  ihe  way  ol  your  rapid  march,  you 
Cave  set   aside  aa   ancienl   and   useful   rule,  ex- 
pressly designed  lo  prelect  ag^iinsi  hasty  arid   in- 
^onsideraie  determinations.     This  subject,  in  the 
2e<'isioD  tr  which  are  involved  the  dearest  inter- 
luts  of  the  people,  you  have  ordered  to  be  debated 
id  decidtd  in  secret.     Why  is  public  discussion 
prohibited  ?   The  matter  under  consideration  has 
eccroe  the  subject  of  newspaper  paragraphs,  and 
at  this  hour.  a<*  well  known   in  the  principal 
Allies  of  the  Union  as  in  this  Hall.     We.  who  are 
und  to  act  on  our  high  responsibility,  are  the 
ly  persons  in  the  nation  who  may  not  seek  in- 
rmatioD  to  govern  our  conduct. 
At  the   last  session  of  Conorress,  imtne<lialely 
ter   the    important  act   regulating   our   foreign 
ade  had  been  passed,  a  bill,  similar  in   its  gen- 
al  provisions  to  that  now  before  us.  was  hastily 
ought  forward,  and  although  strongly  recora- 
ended   by  the  Presidenl  of  the  United   States. 
as,  after  much  discussion,  rejected.     That  bill, 
^  the  terms  of  it.,  was  limited  in  its  duration  to 
je  present  time.     The  President,  persevering  in 
js  former  opinion,  has  again   recommended  the 
leasure,  and  full  conSdence  is  expressed   that  it 
iill  now  be  adopted.     The  Message  of  the  Presi- 
fDt  contains  no  new  information,  and  we  have 
t!ard  no  jiew  reasoning.     Ttie  reasons  in  favor 
f  the  bill  are  certainly  less  weighty  now  than  at 
lie  last  sfssion.     It  was  then  urged,  that  during 
»e  mild  Weather  cf  the  Summer,  the  enemy  was 
ItiW.  so  to  biockadt:  our  harbors,  that,  without  bis 
.ermisbioD.  nothing  would  escape,  and  therefore 
jie  duratii,n  of  the  act  then  proposed  was  limited 
i)  the  beginning  of  Winter,  when  the  tempeslu- 
us  weather  and  long  nights  afford  opportunities 
t  escaping  the  blockading  squadrons.    Whence, 
lien,  this  confideQce.  that  a  measure  hO  lately 
Injected   will  now    be   adopted?     To  those  not 
.ivored  Wiih  the  confidence  of  the  Administra- 
i^ioo,  the  reasons  of  this  supposed  change  of  opin- 
on  are  not  appareot. 

;  The  evil  complained  of  is,  that  our  enemy  ob- 
^ins   from    this   country  supplies  of   provisions 
•jscntial  for  the  subsistence  of  his  fleets  and  ar- 
lios.     Tu  remedy  this,  the  bill  prohibits  all  ex- 
ports of  every  kiOtj.     Why  does  the  prohibition 
xiend  to  any  commodities  other  than  provisions? 
')r,  at  mo},t.  lo  such  as  may.  in  some  way.  be  use- 
ul;lo  his  deets  or  armies?    The  object  is  said  lo 
le  to  distress  our  enemy,  and  disable  him  to  carry 
n  the  w?«r.     It  is  important  to  inquire,  who  will 
i)e  most  injured,  our  enemies  or  ourselves?     For 
if,  on  ex»miuation,  it  should   be  found    that  the 
OSS  and  iiijury  will  fall  mo»lly  on  our  citizens,  a 
)ViKe  and  (Ji>passi<mate   Legislature  will  find  no 
lufficient  ioduceinent  to  assent  to  ihe  bill,  in  the 
ipuarenily    consolatory    reflection    in   the   Presi- 
dent's Message,  "  that  the  restraints  will  affect 
^hos«  mo.-i  who  are  most  ready   to  sacrifice  the 
*;Dierests  of  their  country  in  pursuit  of  their  own." 
SfPo  determine  what  will  be  the  effect  on  our  ene- 
^y,  we  must  know  his  wants,  and  to  what  degree 
^hey  are  relieved  by  supplies  from  this  country. 
We  have  no  evidence,  nor  even  an  estimate,  of 
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To  remove  th«  H'^^'''''y  ^^  pro?islons  which  the  enemy  ob- 
tains from  our  country.  Had  he  obtained  such 
supplies  to  a  great  amount,  it  would  seem  the 
Government  must  have  some  evidence  of  the 
facts.  If  the  Government  does  possess  such  evi- 
dence, it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  has  not  been 
laid  before  the  Legislature.  Destitute  of  evi- 
dence, we  are  obliged  to  act  on  conjecture. 

The  enemy  is  supposed  lo  have  obtained  from 
this  country  supplies,  consisting  principaltf  of 
flour  for  his  troops  in  the  West  Indies  and  at 
Halifax.  These  supplies  must  have  gone  mostlf 
through  the  medium  of  neutrals.  Existing  laws 
prohibit,  under  heavy  penalties,  all  trading  with 
the  enemy.  Few.  if  any,  prosecutions  have  been 
instituted  on  those  laws.  It  is  lo  be  presumed, 
therefore,  thai  our  citizens  have  not  often  trans- 
gress«d  them.  The  scarcity  of  provisions  at  the 
places  mentioned  may  be  judged  of  by  their 
jirices.  which,  during  the  past  Summer,  have  uol 
been  unusually  high.  Flour  has  also  been  ex- 
ported to  Spain  and  Portugal,  but  this  is  mostly 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  The  allied  armies 
are  removed  too  far  into  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try to  draw  llieir  supplies  from  Lisbon  and  Ca- 
diz, ihe  places  to  whicti  our  flour  is  chiefly  car- 
ried. I  trust  it  does  not  enter  into  the  policy  of 
the  Government  lo  distress  any  portion  of  the 
Spanish  people,  except  what  is  in  arms  against 
France. 

That  the  necessities  of  the  enemy  are  urgent, 
is  rendered  almost  incredible  by  the  fact,  that  he 
exerts  his  utmost  power  to  prevent  supplies  going 
from  this  country.  A  rigorous  blockade  was  last 
Spring  instituted,  and  bao  ever  since  been  en- 
forced on  the  ports  from  which  our  provisions 
were  usually  exported  in  the  greatest  quantities. 
Discovering  ihat  the  article  of  flour  began  to  find 
its  way  out  of  the  country,  through  Long  Island 
Sound,  he  has  lately  extended  the  blockade  to  all 
that  coast.  Can  we  suppose  the  enemy  anxious 
to  obtain  provisions,  or  other  produce  of  this 
country,  while  he  thus  throws  every  obstacle  in 
his  power  in  the  way  of  their  getting  to  him? 

But  it  has  been  urged,  and  seems  to  be  relied 
on.  as  the  strongest  reason  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
that  the  hostile  shi[)s  and  squadrons  on  our  coast 
draw  from  the  country  necessary  supplies,  which 
they  could  not  otherwise  obtain.  Here  again,  in 
the  absence  of  all  evidence.we  must  rely  on  con- 
jecture. It  is  well  known,  that  foreign  salted 
provisions  are  not  often  permitted  to  be  used  on 
board  British  ships  of  war.  The  supplies  from 
this  country  for  their  ships  are  said  to  consist 
mostly  of  fresh  provisions  and  breadstuffs.  The 
former  are  supposed  to  have  been  obtained  partly 
by  force  and  partly  by  purchase.  The  quantities 
of  either  of  these  articles  thus  obtained  are  wholly 
uncertain.  A  person  voluntarily  furnishing  sup- 
plies to  the  enemy,  under  certain  circumstances, 
IS  guilty  of  treason;  under  any  circumstances, 
he  IS  guilty  of  a  great  misdemeanor,  and  liable 
to  heavy  penalties.  While  exposed  to  such  per- 
ils, is  It  to  be  presumed  that  our  citizens  have 
furnished  supplies  in  large  quantities?  That 
would  be  to  suppose,  not  ooly  the  highest  degree 
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of  depravity,  but  also  a  carelessness  and   negli- 
gence of  self-preservation.      If  .•*uch  crimes  have 
been   committed,  why   has   not   punishment  fol-  ; 
lowed?    If  the  present  laws  will  not  restrain  our 
citizens,   what   better   hopes  can    he  entt-rtained  , 
from  that  now  proposed?     Suppose  the  bill  to 
operate  as   favorably  as  its  friends  can   expect.  ' 
would    It.   in    any   considerable   degree,   produce  | 
the  desired  effects?     While  our  seacoasls  remain  \ 
wholly  unprotected,  the  hostile  ships  may  always  , 
obtain  by  lorce  a  partial  supply  of  vegetables  and  ' 
fresh  provisions.     Even   breadstuffs  may  in  that  | 
manner   be   obtained    from  certain    parts  of  our  | 
coasts  in  considerable  quantities.     Nor  can  il  be  | 
believed   that   this  bill  will  entirely  prevent  all  , 
trade  with  the  enemy's  ships.     Our  prohibition  , 
of  the   exportation   of  flour   and    other   produce, 
will,  of  course,   greatly   depress  their   prices  at 
home.     Thi*^  will  operate  as  a  premium  to  sup-  \ 
ply  the  enemy  in  violation  of  the  law.     By  our 
utmost  exertions  we  shall  not  be  able  to  prevent 
the   hostile  ships  obtaining  supplies,  and    partly 
from  our  shores.     The  most  we  can  expect  lo  do 
IS,  to  enhance  the  prices  at  which  they  may  be 
obtained.     This  will   be  more  than   balanced   by 
IcMening   the  number  of  ships  wliich  it  will  be 
necet.aary  for   the   enemy  to  keep  on  our  coast. 
A   great    portion  of  these  are   now  employed   in 
enforcing   the  blockade.     Our  embargo,  together 
with  a  prohibition  of  importations,  the  oiher  part 
of  the  system   recommended   by   the    President, 
strictly  enforced,  will   completely  effect   the  ob- 
jects of  the  blockading  squadrons;  a  few  single 
ships  will  probably  remain  to  lake  care  that  we 
faithfully  execute  our  own   laws,  while   the  rest 
will  be  employed   in   predatory  expeditions,  or  in 
other  and  more  honorable  service,  in  looking  after 
our  frigates.     It  is  not    probable,  therefore,  that 
the  operation  of  the  bill  will  even  increase  the 
expense   to   the  enemy   of    maintaining    on  our 
coasts  the  ships  necessary  for  his   purpose.     Bat 
suppose  we  should   be  able  to  do  this  to  a  certain 
degree.     Suppose  the  enemy  should  find  it  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  usual  number  of  ships  of  war  on 
our  coast,  and  that  we  could  increase  the  expense 
of  ll\^  supplies  of  provisions  now  obtained  from 
our  shores  to  double  the  amount  of  their  present 
prices.     Would  this  induce  him  to  withdraw  his 
squadrons  from  our  waters? 

The  annual  expenditure  of  our  enemy  exceeds 
three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Witn 
such  means  in  her  posse.ssion.  will  that  proud  and 
arrogant  naiion  be  influenced  by  your  pwltry  cal- 
culations of  the  prices  of  provisions  nee-  ssary 
for  her  fleets?  We  shall  never  be  able  to  starve 
the  hostile  fleets  from  our  waters. 

To  underrate  the  power  and  resources  of  our 
enemy  is  surely  unwise.  The  wealth  and  naval 
resources  of  the  British  Empire  have  never  been 
equalled  by  any  nation,  ancient  or  modern.  Her 
possessions  extend  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 
Having  the  dominion  of  the  ocean,  she  has  en- 
grossed the  commerce  of  the  world.  A  nation 
so  circumstanced  c^nnol  be  starved,  except  by  a 
general  famine  throughout  the  earth.  Wheat 
grows  in  other  countries  besides  our  own. 


It  is  time  that  we  skould  seek  instructioo  from 

experience.     Our  restrictive  system,  in  its  various 
forms   and    modifications,  and  enforced    with  all 
our  power,  was  in  operation   several   years.     It 
was  ostensibly  designed,  by  operating  on  the  in- 
terests of  Great  Britain,  to  induce  her  to  respect 
our  commercial  rights.     That  it  has  failed  to  pro- 
duce  the   desired  effect,  is  suflicienily   apparrent 
from   the  fact,  that  we    have  since  waged   war 
against  her  to  secure  those  rights.     She  has  uni- 
formly treated  our  system  of  commercial  restric- 
tions with  utter  contempt;  she  has  not  even  con- 
descended to  retalute.     There  can  l>e  no  liopes^ 
then,  that  I  his  project,  which  was  despised  by  Great 
Britain,  when  South  America  and  the  continent 
ol  Europe  were  shut  against  hor  trade,  should,  at 
the  present  time,  when  her  commerce  with  those 
countries  is  more  extensive  than   at  any  former 
period,  produce  the  astonishing  effect  of  disabling 
her  10  carry  on  the  war.     Let  us  cease  flattering^ 
ourselves   with    such   delusive   prospects,   whica 
always  have,  and  will  continue  to  disappoint  our 
expectations.     We  shall  never  produce  any  efl«ct 
on  our  enemy  by  such  expedients.     They  must 
be  abandoned,  and  we  must  either  make  peace, 
or  carry  on  the  war.  in  which  we  are  unfortu- 
nately engaged,  in  the  old-fashioned  way.  by  hard 
fighting.     On  the  enemy,  the   proposed  measure 
will,  in  my  opinion,  be  inefficieut.    Would  to  God 
lis  operation  on  our  own  citizens  may  be  equally 
harmless. 

This  bill   prohibits  exportations  only,  but  it  is 
understood  that,  in  compliance  with  the  recono- 
mendatioii  of  the  President,  it  is  to  be  followed 
by  a  prohibition  of  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  our 
customary   importations.     The   intention,   there- 
fore, must  be,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pres- 
ent war.  to  destroy  all  commerce.     As  nothing  is 
to  be  exported,  it  requires  no  long  course  of  reas- 
oning  to  show  that  much  cannot  be  imported. 
This  plan  certainly  has  ail  the  recommendation 
of  novelty.     The  history  of  the  world  does  not 
produce  an    instance  of  a  nation   that    ha.«  ever 
attempted   it.     It   is  a   kind    of  self-immolation, 
like  tiial   practised   by  the  inhabitants  of  Japan, 
who  destroy  themselves  to  resent  an  affront  od 
their  honor. 
!      Nothing   but   the   knowledge   that   this  bill  is 
patronised  by  men  of  high  standing  and  repuu- 
!  lion   protects  it  from  the  accusation  of  extreme 
1  folly.     Engaged    in  a  war  for   the   protection  of 
I  your  rights  on  the  ocean,  you  abandon  the  ocean. 
;  Your  enemy  establishes  a  blockade  of  your  coast, 
i  and    you  join  with   him  and   help  to  enforce  it. 
There    is   nothing    in    issue    between    you.     He 
wants  to  destroy  your  trade,  and   you  accede  to 
his  wishes  and  abandon  all    trade.     To   secure 
your  share  of  the  empire  of  the  se.i.  you  compel 
your  citizens  to  retire  to  the  land.     From   this 
element,  the  only  scene  of  your  success,  you  have 
voluntarily  withdrawn.     For  idle  would  be  the 
attempt  to  establish  and  maintain  a  navy  without 
commerce.    No  nation  ever  has  or  ever  will  effect 
it.     France  once  had  a  navy;  she  still  has  ships; 
but  the  arbitrary  power  of  her  Emperor,  exer- 
cising a  military  despotism  over  an  immense  pop- 
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ilation,  is  insuffiofeot  to  man  them.  The  fisher- 
[•sand  mvrcliant  .service  are  indispensable  nurse- 
jes  of  .«aiJors  for  a  navy.  Already,  according  to 
fie  bfst  iniformation.  has  your  system  of  commer- 
cial restrii'tions  driven  froin  their  country  one- 
V>)ird  pare  of  your  mariners.  This  war.  said  to 
Sfe  comnit'nced  for  sailors'  rights,  if  much  longer 
Tiursued  on  its  present  plan,  will  destroy  its  own 
bjeci,  for  we  sliall  have  no  sailors.  Commercial 
)d  seafaring  hahits,  once  lost,  cannot  be  soon 
Plained. 
instead  of  your  present  mysterious  policy,  I 
Ivise  to  adopt  that  recommended  by  common 
j-n<e.  Having  be*n  injured  on  the  ocean,  there 
[ek  redrerts.  Instead  of  wasting  the  lives  of  your 
ttizens.  aod  the  treasures  of  your  country,  in  a 
jjrder  warfare,  iii  which  you  have  no  prospect 
either  feonor  or  proHt,  provide  a  navy,  and 
jjjeet  your  enemy  on  the  sea.  There  your  bul- 
jnt  success  invite.-^,  and  there  the  inclinations  of 
)ur  citizens  will  follow  you.  The  nation  will 
ver  believe  thai  the  real  object  of  this  war  is 
pe  protection  of  commercial  rights,  while  the 
ndency  pf  your  measures  i.s  to  destroy  com- 
erce.  Olher  evidence  than  mere  declarations 
necessary  to  establish  the  belief  that  you  are 
lendly  to  a  navy.  The  period  of  time  elapsed 
Qce  the  ileclaralion  of  war  has  been  ample  for 
uilding  frigates  and  smaller  vessels,  and  yet  not 
<  single  vr'sst'l  of  war  of  any  considerable  force, 
^jih  Uy  your  orders,  floats  on  the  sea.  Your 
\{avy  yard-rand  magazines  are  known  to  be  nearly 
."'c'siiiute  of  materials  necessary  for  building  and 

fuipping  rhips. 
Tne  destruction  of  commerce,  and  with  it  all 
,  jj>es  of  a  naval  establishment,  will  he  the  con- 
^quence  of  passing  this  bill.  Even  the  limited 
asting  trade  and  fisheries,  on  which  vast  num- 
rs  ol  our  citizen;;  depend  for  subsistence,  can- 
jt  be  pursued,  except  by  the  special  favor  and 
rinissiun  of  the  President.  The  inquiry  into 
ur  right  to  do  this  is  worthy  of  much  consider- 
lon.  Uijder  what  head  in  the  charter  of  your 
jiowers  is  n  contained  7  You  have  power  to  reg- 
»ate  commerce.  Pass  this  bill,  and  there  will 
ly  no  commerce  to  regulate.  This  cannot  be 
Viewed  as  a  temporary  embargo.  Although  the 
'  j)eration  uf  the  art  is  limited  to  a  period  a  little 
«  >iCt'eding  one  year,  yet  the  same  policy  which 
i  ^;w  enact*,  will  cause  its  continuance,  at  least 
I  yrmg  thif.  war. 

[is  this  Tight  involved  in  the  power  to  wage 
itit.t  It  will  hardly  be  contended  that  such  de- 
•N  .ruction  lil  all  commercial  property  and  employ- 
l  jeiits.  is  a  necessary  means  of  prosecuting  the 
>'ar.  Humiliating  must  be  the  confession  that 
t  le  nation  is  already  so  pressed  by  the  war  as  to 
ri'nder  sucti  an  enormous  sacridce  necessary.  Is 
t  16  justifiiatiuu  of  the  measure  to  rest  on  that 
f  "oynd  ? 

,  The  hostile  squadrons  have  undoubtedly  ob- 
t^in^ed.  by  force,  Irom  our  exposed  coasts  and  isl- 
ds,  valuable  supplies,  contributing  much  to  their 
mfort.  VVhy,  then,  if  you  pretend  to  deal  equal 
stice  to  all  classe*  of  your  citizens,  do  you  not 
olnbit  the  raising  of  wheal  and  other  provisions 


in  wch  exposed  situations?  Let  the  planters  on 
the  coasts,  within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  retire 
into  the  interior  of  the  country.  Their  distress 
would  then  be  similar  to  what  you  are  about  to 
inflict  on  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation. 
Common  suffering  would  excite  sympathy,  which 
would  tend  to  produce  an  united  exertion  for 
relief. 

The  loss  of  the  revenue  from  importations  and 
tonnage,  now  estimated  at  more  than  five  millions 
of  dollars  annually,  is  the  unavoidable  conse- 
quence of  the  loss  of  trade.  The  specie  will  be 
drained  from  the  country  to  pay  fur  the  foreign 
productions  which  will  be  introduced  in  defiance 
of  the  laws.  When  the  want  of  market  for  the 
surplus  produce  shall  have  reduced  the  people  to 
poverty,  their  distress  will  be  heightened  by  the 
increase  of  taxes  to  support  public  credit,  and  to 
furnish  the  means  to  carry  on  the  war. 

There  are  consequences,  of  another  cast,  still 
more  to  be  deprecated.  The  proposed  measure 
tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  moral  habits  and 
character  of  the  commercial  class  of  society. 

The  time  was,  when  the  merchants  of  this 
country  were  deservedly  praised  for  their  strict 
and  honorable  observance  of  laws  of  trade  and 
revenue.  Prosecutions  for  the  violations  of  those 
laws  were  unfrequeot.  In  a  free  Government, 
laws  calculated  to  promote  the  public  welfare 
will  in  most  cases  be  cheerfully  obeyed.  The 
bill  before  us  contains  all  the  offensive  provisions 
of  the  former  acts,  introducing  and  enforcing 
the  restrictive  system.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact, 
that  more  than  three  hundred  prosecutions  for 
violations  of  those  acts  were  pending,  at  one 
time,  in  a  single  district.  Those  laws  were  gen- 
erally esteemed  by  the  commercial  part  of  the 
community  to  be  unjust  and  oppressive.  They 
were  consequently  olten  violated.  All  manner 
of  devices  to  evade  them  was  invented  and  prac- 
tised, and  the  trials  of  the  prosecutions,  which 
terminated  mostly  against  the  Government,  show 
how  difficult  was  the  task  of  executing  violent 
and  arbitrary  laws,  counteracting  the  common 
sentiments  of  equity  and  justice. 

The  strength  of  a  free  Government  consists 
essentially  in  the  union  of  sentiment  among  its 
citizens.  The  act  of  the  9th  of  January.  1809, 
commonly  called  the  enforcing  act,  id  a  shorf 
period  alter  its  enactment,  and  before  any  change 
had  taken  place  in  our  foreign  relations,  was  re- 
pealed. Certain  provisions  in  that  act.  which 
are  introduced  into  this  bill,  were  deemed,  by 
some  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  in  the  nation,  to 
infringe  rights  secured  by  the  Constitution.  You. 
.Mr.  President,  can  witness  that  m%ny  of  the 
warmest  friends  of  the  AdminiNiration,  at  that 
tune,  thought  that  act  could  not  be  executed,  ex- 
cept by  military  force. 

Many  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  liable  to  strong 
objections,  apparently  lose  their  importance  when 
brought  into  comparison  with  the  arbitrary  and 
sanguinary  means  by  which  it  is  directed  to  be 
enforced.  Power  is  given  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  subordinate  oflBcers  as  he 
shall  appoint,  without    the   intervention  of  any 
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civil  masistrate.  to  call  out  and  employ,  at  pleas- 1  rescntatires,  reported   that  they  had   performed 
ure,  all  the  military  power  of  the  nation.     The    •''"'  -"-"""• 
exercise  of  such  a  power  is  not  only  contrary  to 


the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  but  utterly  incoo 
sistent  with  the  principles  of  civil  liberty.  It  is 
in  effect  declaring  martial  law  throughout  the 
country,  and  exposing  every  man's  breast  to  the 
int  of  the  bayonet.  A  people  accustomed  to 
ive  under  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  such  power, 
would  soon  become  slaves.  A  Caesar  or  Bona- 
parte would  not  be  necessary  ;  any  demagogue 
might  rob  them  of  their  liberties.  When  the 
altar  is  prepared,  and  the  viciim  bound,  a  priest 
to  officiate  will  not  loug  be  wanting. 

A  perseverance  in  arbitrary  and  oppressive 
measures  will,  in  the  end,  alienate  the  affections 
of  the  people  from  the  Government.  Apprehen- 
sions are  known  to  exist,  that  the  unfortunate  and 
disastrous  state  of  our  public  aff"airs  endangers  the 
union  of  the  Slates.  I  trust  there  is  no  cause  at 
present  to  fear  such  a  fatal  calamity.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  Eastern  States  are  supposed,  by  some, 
to  view  such  an  event  with  too  much  indiff"er- 
ence.  The  accusation  is  unjust.  A  proposal  to 
dissolve  the  Union  would,  at  the  present  time,  be 
there  treated  with  universal  abhorrence.  That 
people  will  suff"er  long  and  severely  before  they 
resort  to  such  desperate  counsels.  But  the  beliel 
that  foreign  commerce  is  necessary  for  their  pros- 
perity and  happines.s.  has  descended  to  them  from 
their  ancestors.  This  belief  is  there  embraced  by 
all  classes  of  society  ;  is  deeply  rooted  and  thor- 
oughly established.  To  secure  thai  commerce 
was  their  chief  inducement  to  associate  under 
this  Government.  Whenever  the  people  of  those 
States  shall  have  a  settled  conviction  that  it  is 
the  determined  and  unalterable  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  destroy  their  commerce,  then  will 
they  disclaim  all  attachment  to  the  Union,  and 
attempt  its  dissolution.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
passing  this  bill  will  produce  thai  conviction; 
bul  1  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
such  must  and  will  be  its  tendency. 

When  Mr.  Mason  had  concluded,  the  question 
was  taken,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  ?  and 
was  determined  in  the  aflirmauve — yeas  20,  nays 
14.  as  follows: 

Yba» — Mestrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
Brent,  Campbell,  Chtce,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howrell,  La- 
cock,  Leib,  iMorrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Slone,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and   Worlhington. 

Nats — MpBsrH.  Brown,  Dagget''  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Gihuan,  GoldRborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, King,  Iiaml>crt,  .Mason,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Jtesolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, to  consist  of  two  members,  confidentially 
to  carry  the  bill  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  request  their  concurrence  in  the  amendmenls  ; 
and  Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia  and  Bledsoe  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Friday.  December  17. 
Mr.  Bibb,  from   the  committee    appointed  to 
carry  a  confidential  message  to  ihe  House  of  Rep- 


lat  service. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Messrs.  FisK  and 
Cooper,  two  of  their  members — Mr.  Fisk,  chair- 
man : 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  Slates," 

Five  o^clock  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Bledsoe,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,"  duly  enrolled. 

A  confidential  message,  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  Messrs.  Skinner  and  Caperton, 
two  of  their  members — .Mr.  Skinner. chairman: 

Mr.  President:  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  bill, 
we  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  the  Senate,  in  con- 
fidence, fur  the  signature  of  their  President. 

The  President  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  and  it  was  deliv- 
ered to  the  committee,  to  belaid  before  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States. 


Moi^DAY.  December  20. 

Mr.  Bledsoe,  from  the  cotnmitiee.  reported 
that  they  had,  on  Friday  last,  laid  before  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  have  been  examined. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  in 
respect  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,"  be  remftved.  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  by  Mr.  Wells,  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion.    Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  on  the 
Mes-^age  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
ihe  9(h  instant,  and  also  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  in  respect  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  be 
removed. 

[^End  of  confidential  business.l 


Tuesday,  December  21. 

Mr.  Dana  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  respecting  field  officers  of  the  militia,  and 
officers  of  the  staff";  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Hi.  use  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Dale;"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

Tiie  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  pasited 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  memorial  of  Chas. 
B.  Cochran,  ot  Charleston,  in  the  Stale  of  South 
Carolina,  staling  ihai  he  had  made  a  contract 
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milh  the  iate  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  a  site 
ear  Charleston,  lor  the  purpose  of  establishing 
navy  yard  thereon,  which  has  been  abandoned 
l\ty  the  pre-ent   Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  an 

opjnioa  rhat  there  was  no  law  to  authorize  the 
fpufchase,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  memorial 
^■js  read.  And  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 

jhe  9th  lUbiaot.on  so  much  of  tlie  Messajreof  the 
Vresident  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 

Naval    E>lablishment,    to   consider    and    report 

(hereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


i 


sWilh  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  a  site  Tdesday,  December  28. 

fcoear  Charleston,  lor  the  purpose  of  establishing         Mr.  Fromkntin  submitted    the  following  mo- 
Ui  navy  yard  thereon,  which  has  been  abandoned     tjon  for  consideration  : 

r^.he  nre^ent   Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  an         ii,,„irtd.  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 

so  much  of  the  Mefwage  of  the  ProniJfnl  of  thf  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  iStates,  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  an  increase  of  the  bounty  allowed  to  the  own- 
ers, officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private  armed  tp«s«|s  of 
the  United  States,  and  likewine  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  the  same  l>ounty  to  the  officers  and  crews  of 
Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Robert  I  the  pablic  ship*  of  the  United  States. 
Cochran,  stating  that  he  is  closely  confined  in  ,      The  Presidk.nt  communicated  a  report  from 
hf  cominun  jail  of  Charleston  district,  under  a  •  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
firocess  of  attachment  issued  from  the  Court  of  I  conformably'to  "An  act  further  to  amend  the  ser- 


bVdmiralty.  and  praying  relief,  for  reasons  stated 
large  m  the  peliiion  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  (select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
jhereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Tav- 
',08.  Dana,  and  Daggctt,  were  appointed  the 
lioromitiee.i 


WkdnKpday,  December  22. 
The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
VJ  Dale,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
^o  the  committee  appointed  on  the  9ih  instant,  on 
|0  much  oC  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
ZTaited  States  as  relates  to  the  Naval  Establish- 
Aient,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
r  The  bill  respecting  field  ofiBcers  of  the  militia, 

JQd  offict.Ts  of  the  stafi".  was  resumed  ;  and,  on 
lotion.  by  Mr.  Dana,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Dabia  gave  notice  that,  at  the  next  sitting 
w"  the  Serrate,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
ill  C0DCC)-ning   evidence    in   cases  of   naturali- 
tion.       . . 


Thursday.  December  23. 

*  Mr.  Dana  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
'-  bill  coacerning  evidences  in  cases  of  naturali- 
aiion  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
econd  reading. 

DaSa    gave    notice    that,    to-morrow,    he 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a 


I 
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ystem  of  navigation  for  the  United  Slates. 
4U  Mr.  HoHSEY  submitted  the  following  motion 
WOT  consideration ; 

^  Kejvlved,  That  it  would  be  proper  to  make  proviwion 

If  law  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  militia  of  any 
tate  or  Territory  heretofore  called  out,  or  that  may 
ereafter  be  called  out.  under  the  authority  of  such 
ytaie  or  Ti  rritory,  for  the  purpotep  of  repelling  inva- 
Jvoo,  or  defending  the  country  against  the  predatory 
licarsions  wf  the  enemy. 


eral  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
the  Treasury,  War.  and  Navy  Departments," 
passed  March  3,  1800,"  showing  the  application 
of  moneys  which  have  been  transferred  by  order 
of  the  President  from  several  of  the  a[)propria- 
tions  for  the  use  of  the  military  department  since 
the  last  session  of  Congress  ;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  Varndm  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
!  Jarvis.  and  others,  heirs  and  representatives  of 
Leonard  Jarvis,  deceased,  praying  reimbursement 
for  sundry  advances  made  by  the  deceased  on 
public  account  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  the  petition  was  read. 

The  motion  submitted  on  the  23d  instant  by 
Mr.  Horsky  was  considered  and  agreed  to  ;  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  committee  who  have  under 
consideration  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  7th  instant 
as  relates  to  Military  Affairs;  with  leave  to  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Brevard,  of  South  Carolina,  praying  to  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  amount  of  a  final  settlement  certifi- 
cate, isued  to  the  petitioner  for  services  as  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  North  Carolina  line  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  ;  which  certificate  was  accidentally 
lost  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  M^pssrs.  Taylor,  Bled- 
soe, and  Howell,  were  a'ppointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore,  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Leonard  Jarvis,  de- 
ceased, was  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 


:      FaibAY,  December  24. 
The  biU  concerning  evidences  in  cases  of  natu- 
;Jdlization   was  read    the  second  time;    and  the 
irther  consideration  thereof  postponed. 
Mr.  Dana  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
bill  to  e^^lablish  a  system  of  navigation  for  the 
Inited  States;  aud  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
[oihc  second  reading. 


Wednesday,  December  29. 

The  President  communicated  the  petition  of 
the  town  and  county  of  Nantucket,  represent- 
ing their  distressed  situation  from  losses  sustained 
by  the  war,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ; 
and  Messrs.  Robinson,  Morrow,  an  i  Howell, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

.Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Ward,  of  the  town  of  New  Rochelle,  staling  that 
he  has  obtained,  at  a  very  great  expense,  a  ma- 
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chine  for  weaving  stockings  and  stockinetts  of  all 
descriptions,  called  the  Nottingham  warp-loom  ; 
and  inasmuch  as  he  is  not  the  inventor  of  said 
machine,  and  cannot  therefore  avail  himself  of 
the  privileges  of  the  patent  laws,  he  prays  a  reim- 
bursement of  the  expenses  in  obtaining  and  re- 
ward for  the  use  of  said  loom  ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  : 
and  Messrs.  King  Dana,  and  Tait,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  Slates  was  resumed,  and  the  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed. 

The  motion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  From- 
ENTiN  was  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gaillahd.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wa"  referred,  on  the  9th  instant,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  as 
relates"  to  the  Naval  Affairs,  reported,  in  pan, 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  O.  H.  Perry,  the 
officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry  acting  as 
such,  on  board  of  his  squadron;  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  read. 

He  also  reported,  in  part,  a  resolution  relative 
to  the  bnlliaot  achievements  of  Lieuleuants  Bur- 
rows and  McCall ;  and  the  resolution  was  read. 

Ordert'd,  That  the  resolutions  severally  pass  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Depariment  of  War,  made  con- 
formably to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  31st 
of  July,'  1813.  containing  a  corrected  list  of  all 
the  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  report  was  read. 


resolution,  the  following  words:  "commanded  by 
Commodore  Barclay."  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  they  do  pass. 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant  achieve- 
ment of  Lieutenants  Burrows  and  McCall  was 
read  the  second  time.  Oir  the  question,  Shall 
this  resolution  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time?  It  was  determined  in  tlie  aflirniaiive. 

The  resolution  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  the  third 
lime  by  unanimous  consent. 

lietolved,  unanimously,  That  this  resolution 
pass. 


Thursday,  December  30. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  for  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  judge  for  the  Mivsouri  Territory,  and 
for  oiber  purposes;"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  9lh  instant,  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  con- 
cerns our  foreign  relations,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  articles 
therein  described  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Oliver  H. 
Perry,  the  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry 
actiog  as  such,  on  board  of  his  squadron,  were 
read  the  second  lime.  On  the  question.  Shall 
these  resolutions  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time?  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolutions  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  were  read  the 
third  time  ;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  amend- 
ed, by  consent,  by  expunging,  at  the  end  of  the  first 


Friday.  December  31. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  on  the 
stale  of  the  public   lands,  and    the  report   was 
read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Missouri  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bbown,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 
articles   therein   described,  was    read  the  .second 
lime;  and,  on  motion   by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason, 
Jiesolred,  That   the   President  of  the   United 
Stales   be   and    he   is  hereby  requested  to  cause 
to    be    laid    before    the    Senate    a    statement    of 
the   value  of  all   articles  manufactured   or  com- 
posed of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  is  the  material 
of  chief  value  ;  and  also  the  value  of  all  articles 
manufactured  or  composed  of  cotton,  or  of  which 
cotton  IS  the  material  of  chief  value;  and  also 
the  value  of  all   spirits  distilled   from  the  sugar 
cane,  which  have  been   imported  into  the  United 
States  since  the  year  18U4,  specifying  the  amounl 
of  the  said  articles  im|)orted  in  each  year. 


Monday,  January  3  1814. 

The  President  communicated  the  rapori  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  on 
the  expenditure  and  application  of  moneys  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  tVom  the  1st  of  October.  1812, 
to  the  30lh  of  September.  1813,  inclusive,  made 
in  obedience  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  passed 
the  third  of  .March.  1800,  entitled  ''An  art  further 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury.  War.  and  Navy 
Departments;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Prksident  also  communicated  a  similar 
report  of  the  Secretary  lor  the  Department  of 
War.  made  in  obedience  to  ihe  first  section  of  the 
same  act ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Isaac 
McPherson,and  other-o,  representingOliverEvans 
as  acting  oppressively  under  his  patent  for  ma- 
king and  vending  to  be  used,  his  invention  and 
improvement  in  the  art  ol  manufacturing  flour 
and  meal ;  and  offering  evidence  in  support  of  the 
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iiicts  allegyJ.  and  praying  Congress  again  to  take 
»ie  subj 'ct  into  consideration  and  grant  relief; 
nd  the  memorial  was  read. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  the  bill,  en- 
tled    "An   act   for   the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
ional  judse   for   the    Missouri    Territory,"  was 
'^ferred    to  a  select  committee,   to  consider  and 
port  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Worthington,  Dag- 
TT,  and-  Bled:joe,   were  appointed    the  com- 
II  tee. 

The  St^nate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
solutionfsubmitted  on  the  17th  of  Decemfer.  by 
r.  FRosiENTiN;  and.  having  agreed  thereto, 
lessrs.  Fho.me.ntin.  Ki.vo.  Dan.\.  Taylor,  and 
IBB,  wert  appointed  the  committee, 
■j  On  motion  by  Mr.  Gore. 

'  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
tates  be  I-equested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
enate  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  blankets 
d  other  woollen  goods  provided  for  the  Army 
lid  Navy  curing  the  last  year,  distinguishing,  as 
^.r  as  practicable,  such  as  were  of  foreign  from 
i^iose  of  domestic  manufacture  ;  also,  an  estimate 
7i  the  quaotity  of  the  same  goods  that  may  be 
idged  necessary  for  the  like  purposes  for  the 
rrent  yea.r. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  a  committee  was 
pointed    to  inquire  whether    the   acts  of  Con- 
fess, relati^ng  to  the  g^eneral  promulgation  of  the 
Tiws  of  th«?  United  States,  require  any,  and,  if 
CDV.  what  amendments,  with   leave  to  report  by 
fill* or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Horsey,  Mason. 
*id  WoHpiiNGTON,   were   appointed    the   com- 
liitee.        ! 

i  I  "     

\  Tuesday.  January  4. 

f»  The  Pkesident  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the 
'J.'reasury,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Director  of 
le  Mint,  seating  the  assays  of  several  species  of 
oins  made  in  pursuance  of  the  act.  entitled  "An 
^ct   regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  coins  in 
*1ie  United   StaieH."  passed  April    10,  1806;  aud 
The  repori  was  read. 

9[  Mr.  Gaivlard.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
"Yras  referrt^d  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
fiefof  Ricl^rd  Dale."  reported  it  without  amend- 
ftient. 

*  * ;  Wednesday,  January  5. 

"♦  Mr.  Andjerson  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
•president  ^ud  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
!Mexandrii,  praying  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
tot  reasons jstaicd  at  large  in  the  meniorial,  which 
yas  read,  i>nd  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
iloiisider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
|nd  Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  and  Bledsoe, 
rere  appointed  the  committee. 
The  bill.'eoiitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
jrd  Dale,'"  was  resumed,  read  a  third  time  by  coa- 
;nt,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  consideration  of 
Jhe  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  ar- 
^-icles  tberem  described,  was  further  postponed  to 
•Friday  next. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Chace,  the  petition  of  Sim- 
eon Knight,  district  paymaster,  presented  on  the 
24ih  of  April,  1812,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  Paymaster  General  thereon,  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  .Messrs.  Chace.  Brown, 
and  Fromentin.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  mes.«>age  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  making  certain  partial  ap- 
propriations for  the  year  1814;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  ffranting  Moses  Hook   the  right  of  pre- 
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emption ; 
of  Daniel 


a  bill,  entitled 
Boone  ;"  also,  a 


'An  act  for  the  relief 
re.'iolution   relative  to 


the  brilliant  achievement  of  Captain  Jam&i  Law- 
rence, in  the  capture  of  the  British  vessel  of  war 
the  Peacock,  passed  unanimously  ;  in  which  reso- 
lution and  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  and  resolution  brought  up  for 
concurrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  certain  partial  appropriations  for 
the  year  1814."  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent  ;  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  9th  of  December,  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  Military  AOfairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 


TBt:RSDAY,  January  6. 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant  achieve- 
ment of  Captain  James  Lawrence,  in  the  capture 
of  the  British  vessel  of  war  the  Peacock,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and.  sundry  amendments 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported 
the  resolution  to  the  House  amended  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  it  be  read  a  third  time 
as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  granting  to  Moses 
Hook  the  right  of  pre-emption,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Brown, 
King,  and  Mason,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Boone,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  petition  of  Isaac 
McPhfrson,  and  others,  presented  on  the  third 
instant,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  S.mith, 
Horsey,  Worthington,  Daggett,  and  Bibb,  of 
Georgia,  were  appointed  the  cwmmittee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  roramiitee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
certain  p.irtial  appropriations  for  the  year  1814, 
reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed 
to  ;  and  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly.  The  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 
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Jawoabt,  1814. 


Proceedinga. 


Senatb. 


Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  Catherine 
Robertson  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  represent- 
ative of  Jacob  Ritler,  her  late  husband,  praying 
compensation  for  his  services  whilst  acting  as 
assistant  m  the  quartermaster  general's  depart- 
ment, and  reimbursement  of  moneys  expended 
by  him,  by  order  of  the  quartermaster  general, 
on  public  account,  during  the  Revolutionary  war ; 
and  the  petition  was  read. 

The  amendments  to  the  resolution  relative  to 
the  brilliant  achievement  of  Captain  James  Law- 
rence, in  the  capture  of  the  British  vessel  of  war 
the  Peacock,  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  it  was  read  a  third 
time  by  consent. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  resolution 
pass  with  amendments. 


Friday,  January  7. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  Paul  Cuffee. 
of  Westport.  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  pray- 
ing the  aid  of  Government  in  execution  of  a  plan 
which  he  hopes  may  ultimately  prove  beneficial 
to  his  brethren  of  the  African  race  within  their 
native  climate,  as  is  stated  at  large  in  the  petition  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  a  select  com- 
mittfe.  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Gore,  Daggett,  and 
Hunter,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  lo  the  stock  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Alexandria  ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  German  called  up  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Clason,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  allow- 
ance of  drawback  of  certain  duties  paid  on  a 
quantity  of  sugar  imported  from  the  Havana,  in 
the  year.  1805.  and  entered  for  exportation,  al- 
though, by  unavoidable  casualties,  he  was  pre- 
vented from  compliance  with  the  legal  require- 
ments, as  IS  stated  at  large  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otfl^erwise; 
and  Messrs.  German,  Leib,  and  Chace,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Stothart  and  Josiah  Starkey,  of  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, merchants  and  copartner-^,  under  the 
firm  of  Stothart  and  Siarkey,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties  incurred 
tinder  the  non-importation  laws,  for  reasons  staled 
in  the  petiiioo;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
thi?  committee  last  mentioned,  lo  consider  and  re- 
port ihereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Washington  Library  Company, 
praying  a  charter  of  incorporation,  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Mes^rs.  Morrow,  Leib,  and  King  were  appointed 
the  comriiillee. 

On   motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  consideration  of 
the  bill   to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 


articles  therein  described,  was  further  postponed 

to  Monday  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  -• 

I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operation  of 
that  establishraenl  during  the  last  year. 

JA.MES  M.\DI80N. 

Jahua«t  6,  1814. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

The  following  Mes.«:agekwas  also  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  tran»mit,  for  the  information  of  Congreaa,  copies 
of  a  letter  from  the  British  Secretary  of  Stale  for  For- 
eign Affairs  lo  the  Secretary  of  Suie,  with  the  answer 
of  the  latter. 

In  appreciating  the  accepted  proposal  of  the  Got- 
ernmenl  of  Gn-at  Britain,  for  instituting  negolialiona 
for  peace,  Congress  will  not  fail  to  keep  in  mind,  that 
vigorous  preparations  for  carrying  on  the  war  can  in 
no  respect  impede  the  progress  to  a  favorable  result ; 
whilst  the  relaxation  of  such  preparations,  should  the 
wishes  of  the  United  States  for  a  speedy  restoration  of 
the  blessings  of  peace  be  disappointed,  would  necessa- 
rily have  the  most  injurious  consequences. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jahuart  6,  1814. 

The  Message  and  letters  referred  to  were  read, 
and  five  hundred  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Ordertd.  That  the  Message  and  letters  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  who  have  under  consid- 
eration so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales,  of  the  7th  of  December,  as 
concerns  our  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 


Monday,  January  10. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  permit  the 
departure  of  Paul  Cuffee  from  the  United  Slates, 
with  a  vessel  and  cargo,  for  Sierra  Leone,  in  Af- 
rica, and  to  return  with  a  cargo;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  lo  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  relerred  the  petition  of  Stothart  and 
Starkey,  on  the  8th  instant,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  aud  it  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  9th 
December,  on  so  much  of  the  Me5^age  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our 
Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  cause  ihe  militia  that  have  been 
called  into  service  lor  the  purpose  I'f  protecting 
the  frontiers  of  said   Territory,  previous   to  the 


1 


y 


I! 


|j| 


.•r 


.71 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


572 


IBHATB. 


Pnoftdiftgt. 


Janoart,  1914. 


Gore,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

TuKSDAY,  January  11. 

John  Condit,  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
altenJed. 

The  Prehidknt  coramuoicaied  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  oi  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 


la-it  Wintfr.  to  b*  immediately  paid,  as  stated  at  !  otherwise;  and   Messrs.  Daggett,   Brown,  and 
"'Qarge  in  itie  memorial,  which  was  read,  j 

.*!     The  PHisiDENT  al>o  communicated  the  petition  i 
iof  Aleiaider  Smith,  a  citizen  of  Virginia,  pray-  j 

in''  a  reviiioD  of  the  act  organizing  the  staff  of  , 

rhe  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  a  declaratory 

4Ct  to  presierve   his  rank  as  Brigadier  General  in  j 

jl^he  line,  aholishiog  only  hi>  authority  as  inspector  , 

aGfneral   t't»r  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  peiilioo ;  '  i,  ,  .        .  . 

S-'  '   ,         i         J         1       f        I   .     .k    r- ,L^;i. ..J,  ing  an  alteraiionin  certain  post  routes.,  as  IS  stated 
jwhich  wa4  read,  and  re  erred  to  the  Committee        *,  i         i.     u  i 

fl^"'V ,       .    ACT  1  A  . .  .k„,„      >Q  ihe  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

>n  Military  Affairs,  to  cooMder  and  report  there-  |      ,^,  _  ^^  ,,  , ,',:.;__  .„  .u ; 

)n  hy  bill  pr  otherwise.  I 

Mr.   G«>i,DSBORouoH.  from  the   committee   to  j 

(/hom  wa''  referred   the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
^uthorixt  rhe  transportation  of  certain  documents  I 
fcree  of  postage,"  reported  it  without  amend lueut ;  i 
^nd   ttie   fyrther   consideration    of  the    bill    was  I 
R>oMpooed. 


The  bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  concerning  pat- 
ents  fur   useful  discoveries  and   inventions,  was 
read   the  second    time;  and    on    motion,   ly   Mr. 
Horsey,   the  further  consideration    thereof  wa< 
posipoaed  to  the  first  Monday  in  February  neit. 
The  bill  authorizing  ihe  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  certain   regiments,  therein    men- 
tioned, to  be  enlisted    for    the    term  of  five  years, 
U    The  PHE8IDENT  communicaied  the  report  of  |  ^^  dyir,a„  the  war.  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
She  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made    considered  as  la  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
Vonformablv  to  thi-  filth   section  oi  of  the  act  ot 


V  oniormaiuy 
■he  3d  M'srch,  1809.  entitled  'An  act  to  amend 
7he  several-  acts  fur  the  establishment  and  rosula- 
pion  of  tln^  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
^Inents;"  kbd  thr  report  was  read. 
\i  The  PhUsiDKVT  also  communicated  the  report 
♦4)f  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
prepared  itt  obedience  to  the  act  supplementary 
Ho  the  act,  j-ntitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Treas- 
ury Department ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

^  Mr.  Gi't.MAN,  from  the  cummittee  to  whom 
be  subjoc[  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
eiief  of  Isaac  Cla>on  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
asst'd  to  iho  second  reading. 
.Mr.  KjNJG.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
eferred  tli-e  petition  of  Richard  Ward,  reported 
!>  bill  in  iiiJdilio.'i  to  the  acts  concerning  patent.- 
{jor  useful; discoveries  and  invention;^;  and  the 
ibiU  was  ri-od.  and  pa>«?ed  to  the  second  reading. 
i  On  luouun.  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  the  fur- 
♦jher  consideration  of  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  im- 
|-;)ortation  of  certain  articles  therein  described  was 
^postponed  until  to-morrow. 

I  Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe,  a  select  comiiiii- 
«e«;  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
JjI  luakini;  further  regulauons  by  law  concerning 
^be  internal  navigation  of  the  waters  of  the  United 
t^tates,  wilh  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
^ad  .Messrs.  BLtosoE,  Dana,  and  Smith,  were 
|iippoiuied  |tlie  coiumittee. 

J  Mr.  Camhbcll.  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affaifs.  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
^ient  of  ihfe  United  States  to  cau.^e  certain  regi- 
j^ents  tli»M-ein  mentioned  to  be  enli<te'l  for  five 
Cyearii,  or  during  the  war:  and  (he  bill  was  read, 
find  passed  to  tlx;  second  reading. 
•f  -On  iiicrljon,  by  Mr.  Dan.v.  the  bill  concernin:; 
Evidence  iin  ca^es  of  naturalization  was  referred 
Zio  a  selet:t  romniiitee.  to  consider  and  report 
^h.'reou  ;  ind  .^Ie^^rs.  Dana,  Taylor,  and  Ma- 
^CN.  wer*' appoidted  the  committee. 
*  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  a  committee  was 
Vappointeiijto  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making 
Kprovisiott'oy  hw  concerning  fees  or  costs  in  the 
f  Courts  o*"' I  he  United   Siatci,  to  report  by  bill  or 


having  been  amended,  the  Prehiuent  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  to  authorize  thePre.-iident  of  the  United 
States  to  permit  the  departure  of  Paul  Cuffee  from 
the  United    States,  with   a   vessel   and   cargo,  for 
Sierra  Leone,  in  Africa,  and  to  return  with  acar- 
;  go,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  the   further  consideralioo 
I  thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 
'      A  message  from  the  House  of  Ueprest^ntalires 
I  informed  the  Siiiate  that  the  House  have  passed 
i  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  seventh  sec- 
,  tioii  of  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  lay  and  collect 
I  a  direct  tax  within  the  United  Slates;"  in  which 
'  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
I      The  bill  la.-t   brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
]  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
I      Mr.  Hunter  called  up  the  memorialof  the  New 
Euglund    Mi*.»issippi    Land    Company,    praying 
I  Congress  to  take  their  case  into  consideration  and 
I  grant  ibem  redress,  as  ik  stated  at   large  in  the 
I  memorial  ;  which  was  read,  and   referred  to  a  se- 
j  Itct  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
•Messr'^.    Hunter.   Taylor.  Gore,  Brent,   and 
Mason,  were  app>ointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Clason  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tb« 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  • 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  the  Trea«urY,  compljini;  with  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  31»t  December,  1813. 

JAME8  MADI80N. 

JAHVAmr  10,  1614. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  articles  therein  described,  was  post- 
poned uniii  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa* 
eferred   the  bill,  entitled  *'  An   act  granting  to 
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Proceedings. 


Sbhatb. 


Moses  Hook  the  right  of  pre-emption."  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe, 

Jiesolced.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
State.x  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  digest  of  the  informa- 
tion respecting  the  produce  and  manufactures  of 
the  United  States,  obtained  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment at  the  time  of  taking  the  last  census  ; 
provided  such  information  shall  be  in  a  situation 
to  be  conveniently  communicaied  at  this  time. 


Wed.iehday,  January  12. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  : 
States  to  cauve  certain  regiment.^  tiierein  men- 
ti.)ned  to  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or 
during  the  war.  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engro.ssed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  seventh 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  direct  tax  within  the  United  Slates,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
Wobthin<;ton,  Fromentin,  and  Chace,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

.Mr.  WoRTHiNOToN,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  in  the 
Missouri  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported it  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Ca.mpbell.  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aliair^.  reported  a  bill  toincrea>e  the  bounty 
to  be  allowed  persons  who  shall  "nlist  in  tlie  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  promote  the  recruit- 
ing -orvioe  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pa>^sed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  KoBiNrfON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Nantucket,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  subsistence  for  the  in- 
habitants of  Nantucket.  Martha's  Vineyard,  Block 
Island,  and  the  adjacent  islands  thereunto;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Clason  wa^  re- 
sumed as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  no 
aineodnif  ut  having  been  proposed,  on  the  ques- 
tion, Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?  U  was  determined  iu  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
increasing  hy  law  the  salaries  of  the  Clerks  and 
other  officers  of  Congress,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  (dherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Worthington. 
Mahon,  and  Robinson,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inijuire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing further  provision  by  law  relative  to  the  jurors 
to  he  sumujoned  to  attend  on  the  Courts  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  re|>ort  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and 
Messr*-.  Daggett,  Bhow.m,  and  Mason,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 


Thcrsday,  January  13. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Clason  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  blank  filled  with  eighteen 
thou.«and  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars 
sixty-eight  cents. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Clason." 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  bill  to  amend  the  seventh  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a 
direct  tax  within  the  United  States,"  reported  it 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  pasted  to  the 
third  reading 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wnole.  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  judge  in  the  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, and  for  other  purposes,"  together  wilh  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, and,  having  adopted  the  amendments,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 
articles  therein  described,  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow— on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  it  was  agreed 
that  it  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  subsist- 
ence for  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket.  Martha's 
Vineyard,  Block  Island,  and  the  adjacent  islands 
thereunto,  was  read  a  second  tune,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore,  to  strike  out.  after  the 
word  "empowered."  all  ihese  words:  "to  give 
'  such  [wrmission.  under  such  regulationsand  re- 
'  siriciions  as  to  him  may  af)pear  proper  and  ne- 
'  cessary.  to   the    inhabitants   of  the   Islands    o( 

•  Nantucket,  Martha's  Vineyard.  Block  Island,  and 

•  the  adjacent   islands  thereunto,  for  the  purpose 

•  of  procuring  subsistence,"  and  insert  ihe  follow- 
[  ing  words  :  '•  to  suspend  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
I  '  entitled   'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ship* 

'  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 

i  '  States,  respecting   the  coasting   trade,  so   far  as 

'  relates  to  all  ports  and  places  whose  inhabitants 

^  '  rnay  be  in  want  of  subsistence  or  fuel,  and  per- 

'  mil  them,  under  such  restrictions  as  he  may  pre- 

!  '  scribe,  to  procure  the  same  from  any  part  of  the 

'United  States:" 

Mr.  Campbell  called  for  a  division  of  theques- 
•  lion,  and  it  was  taken  on  sinking  out ;  and  passed 
I  in  the  negative,  yeas  10,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mtwrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  GiIman,GoW«- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,   ilunter,    King,   Lambert,  &a4 
I  Mason. 

ISiTs—Mepsrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia.  Bledvoe, 

Brent,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condil,   Dana,  iiail- 

lard,  German,  Howell.  Lacock,  Leib,   .Morrow,  Robia- 

'  son.  Smith,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum.  WelU.aai 

Worthington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  on  motion, 

oy  Mr.  CuACB,  it  was  recommiited  to  the  original 

'  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  memorial  ot 

John  Teakle,  of  Virginia,  sUiing,  that,  in  the  year 
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1808,  he  stgreed  with  ihe  public  a^ent  of  the  Navy 
Department  tor  ihv  purchase  of  timber,  to  dt*li?er 
a  certain  :|uanlity  of  walnut  timber  at  the  Navy 
Yard  in  Washington,  and   that   he   hath  suffered 

'iojustice  In  the  settlement  of  his  account,  and 
praying  Ci)ngress  to  lake  his  case  into  considera- 
tion and  grant  him  relief,  for  reasons  stated  at 
.  large  in  the  memorial  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Set-relary  for  the  Department  of  the 

'  Navy.toconsideir  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

,     The  bill  to  increase   the   bounty  to  be  allowed 

.persons  m,|io  shall  enlist  in  (he  Army  of  the  United  ! 


adjacent  islands  thereto,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

Tiie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  increase  the  bounty  to  be  al- 
lowed persons  who  shall  enlist  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  to  promole  the  recruiting 
service  ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  following  .Message  was  received  from  the 
Presioent  of  the  U.nited  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  t tie  United  States  .- 


I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  acting  Sec- 
rSiates,  anfj  to  promote  the  recruiting  service,  was  ^^^^^y  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  reaolulion 
*1read  a    second  time,  considered  as  in  Committee    ^f  ^j^g  mh  mstant. 

....    ■  .      r.        ■  L-.     __    _.-.:__    L.  ,  JAMES  MADISON. 


iof  the  \Vhole,  and,  after  debate,  on   motion,  by 
5'Mr.  Masqn.  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
ibe  postponed  to  Monday  next,  it  was  determined 
|in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Bledsoe,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned l^.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for.  lo- 
;norrow. 


JAHUAmx  15,  1814. 


1 


'       Friday,  January  14. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'Whole,  tin;  conbideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
'•the  boufiiy  to  be  allowed  persons  who  shall  enlist 
,in  the  Army  ol  the  United  States,  and  to  promole 
^ihe  recruiting  service;  and,  after  debate,  the  further 
'consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  lo- 
>raorrow. 

V     The  fallowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
grHEsiDEsr  or  the  United  States: 
^  To  the  S<3,iate  anil  House  of 
r  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transMvit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  contingent 
; expenses  o/  the  Government  for  the  year  1813. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
JiiiiARr  14,  1814. 


Satdrday,  January  15. 
The  bill   to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 


Monday,  January  17. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
subsistence  for  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard,  Block  Island,  and  the  adjacent 
islands  thereto,  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  by  the  select  committee  ;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  and  further  amended 
the  bill,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative,  yeas  IS,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mesars.  Anderson,  Brent,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condit,  German,  Howell,  Larock,  Leib,  .Mor- 
row, Kobinson,  Smith,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Daggett,  Fromen- 
tin,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, and  Wells. 

BOUNTY  FOR  ENLISTMENT. 

The  Senate,  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 


r  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  was  read  \  the  bounty  to  be  allowed  persons  who  shall  enlist 


the  second  time. 

'      The  b|ll.  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  seventh 
Isection  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  dKect  tax  within  the  United  Stales,"  was 
read  a  third  lime,  and  pas>ed. 

The  aVnendmenis  lo  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  iippointraent  of  an  additional  judge  for 
the  Missouri  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  a  third  time  a^  amended,  and  passed. 


in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  lo  proaiote 
the  recruiting  service. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  rose,  and  addressed    the 
Chair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President — I  would  with  pleasure  obey 
the  admonition  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Bibb  )  who  has  just  taken  his  seat, 
if,  after  the  bold  discussion  which  this  subject 
has  undergone,  I  did  not  feel  myself  imperiously 


I 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives    called  on  to  justify   the  vote  I    .shall   give.     His 


informed  the  S*<nale  that  the  House  have  passed 
»  hill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision 
for  61iinj  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army,  encour- 
aging tnlistmenis.  and  authorizing  the  re-enlisl- 
aients.  for  long^ar  periods,  of  men  whose  terms  of 
service  are  about  to  expire;"  in  which  bill  they 
request  ."the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


admonition  comes  too  late  ;  we  have  progressed 
beyond  the  point  of  return,  and  we  stand  pledged 
in  the  view  of  the  nation  to  answer  for  our  con- 
duct. 

The  great  latitude  of  remark  which  has  beea 
indulged  in.  and  winch  the  subject  is  so  well  cal- 
culated to  suggest,  must  be  my  apology  for  any 


The  bill  last  Mentioned  was  twice  read  by  con-  departure  that  1  may  make  from  the  immediate 
sent.  point  before  us.     i  am  fully  aware  of  the  wearied 

Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  feelings  of  ihe  Senate  on  this  subject,  whicli  has 
was  rec ommilled  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  pro-  been  long  under  discus>ion,  and  I  will  relieve 
curing  subsistence  for  tiie  inhabitants  of  Nan-  them  as  far  as  I  can,  by  the  a.s.^u^ance,  that  I 
tucket,  Martha's  Vineyard,  Block  Island,  and  the  1  bhall  couliue   myself  to  only  one  or   two  of  the 
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most  prominent  topics,  in   the  remarks  which  I ! 
shall  have  the  honor  lo  make. 

When  my  honorable  friend  from  Rhode  Island,  | 
(Mr.  Hunter,)  in   his  eloquent  observations  on  i 
this  point  a   few  Jays  ago,  insisted  upon  a  want  \ 
of  coincidence  between  the  bill  upon  your  table  ! 
and  the  Presidential   Message,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
was  introduced   by   the   honorable   Chairman  of  i 
the  Military  Corainittee.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Ca.mpbell,) 
which  ire  were  told  was   to  be  considered  as  an 
official  document,  containing   in    itself  the  senti- 
ments and  opinions  of  the   President,  and  trans-  j 
luitied  authentically  by  him  through  the  head  of  I 
the   War   Department   to  the  Chairman   of  the 
Military  Committee  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives.    Under  this  assurance,   this   letter    then 
becomes   an   important    document,  and    relying 
upon  the  manner  in  which   it   is  presented  to  us, 
I  shall  treat  it  with  all  that  deference  and  respect 
which  a   paper  of  such  high  descent  is  so  emi- 
nently entitled  to.  | 

This  letter,  sir,  is  written  upon  the  subject  of) 
the  recruiting  service,  and  recommends  two  plans 
to  be  pursued  to  procure  soldiers,  cither  of  whicli,  , 
in  the  opinion  of  ;,he  Administration,  might  be 
well  adopted  by  the  committee.  The  first  of 
these  plans  is  a  classification  of  the  militia,  com- 
pelling each  class  lo  furnish  a  soldier  during  the 
war — which  is  no  more  nor  less  than  a  perfect 
and  actual  conscription — and  a  preference  for 
this  mode  is  expressed  in  the  letter.  The  second 
plan  is,  to  recruit  soldiers  by  voluntary  enli-.t- 
menls,  by  templing  ihem  with  very  high  boun- 
ties ;  and  the  last  is  the  mode  adopted  by  the 
commiltee  in  the  bill  before  us.  And  here,  sir, 
I  take  occasion  to  thank  that  honorable  commit- 
tee lor  the  fortunate  selection  they  have  made 
from  the  two  alternatives  submitted  to  them. 
For,  objectionable  as  I  consider  the  plan  before 
us,  in  consequence  of  the  exorbitancy  of  me 
bounty,  yet  the  rights  of  the  citizens  are  not  in- 
fringed by  ii — the  freedom  of  the  country  is  not  ' 
endangered.  But,  if  that  hideous  sy.siem  of  con- , 
scripiion  had  been  resorted  to,  the  result  would  i 
have  been  fatal;  and  the  germ  of  despotism  thus 
planted  in  our  land  would  soon  have  eradicated 
every  fibre  of  our  liberties. 

If  we  contrast  the  bounty  proposed  to  be  given 
by  this  bill,  with   that  which    lias   formerly  been  i 
given,  we  shall  be  astonished  at  the  great  di.sparity 
between  ihem.     Hitherto   the  men  enlisted,  for  i 
five  years  or   during   the  war.  have   had   sixteen 
dollars  bounty  and  one    hundred  and  sixty  acres  I 
of  land.     Those  who  enlisted  for  twelve  or  eigh-  i 
teen  months,  had  the  sixteen  dollars  without  the  ; 
land — and  the  last  year  an  act  of  Congress  gave  ' 
those  who  enlisted   for   five   years,  or  during  the  ' 
war.  the  increased  advantage  of  three  months  pay  I 
in  advance,  which  amounted  lo  tweniy-four  dol-  I 
lars  in  addition  to  the  former  sixteen.     If  we  ex- 
tend our  view  further,  the  contrast  will  be  more  : 
striking.     In   Great  Britain,  the  country  of  our  ' 
enemy,  the  usual  bounty  is  about  a  guinea  a  man.  \ 
and  on  ihe  continent  of  Europe   it   does  not  ex- 
ceed two  dollars  ;  whilst  we  are  giving  from  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  boun- 
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ty,  eight  dollars  extra  fee.  and  a  total  exemption 

from  mililia  duty  to  any  one  who  will  procure  a 
recruit;  with  from  one  liundred  and  sixty  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  at  the  end  of 
the  service.  What  nation  can  stand  under  such 
extravagance  as  this?  What  country  can  pos- 
sibly carry  on  an  efficient  warfare  for  any  tune 
upon  such  terms  ? 

If.  sir,  it  coul  I  have  been  thought  safe  to  liave 
intrusted  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  with 
specific  s'alemenls,  distinguishing  what  forces 
were  necessary  for  defence,  what  for  the  navy, 
and  what  for  the  conquest  of  Canada,  much  mo- 
ney might  have  been  saved  to  the  nation,  and 
much  lime  and  anxiety  to  this  House.  For  the 
two  first  objects,  no  increase  of  bounty  would 
have  been  necessary.  On  the  subject  of  defence 
there  is  but  one  sentiment  in  this  Senate,  or  ia 
the  nation.  Whatever  may  be  our  opinion  of  the 
war,  however  disastrously  and  unwisely  we  may 
have  been  led  into  it,  we  are  always  ready  to  de- 
fend our  country  at  every  hazard;  for  this  object 
we  are  prepared  lo  pledge  the  wealth  and  strength 
of  ihe  nation.  And  as  for  the  navy,  sir,  that  last 
surviving  siioot  from  the  ancient  stock,  the  ven- 
erated relic  of  better  days,  that  has  defied  the 
blasts  of  political  revolution,  we  will  nurture  it 
with  a  kinsman's  love,  and  with  a  father's  pride. 
Handed  down  to  us  from  those  whose  principles 
we  cherish,  we  will  always  show  towards  it  a 
munificence  correspondent  lo  its  glory.  But  as 
for  the  conquest  of  Canada.  I  will  not  hazard  a 
prediction  wlini  bounty  may  be  necessary  to  raise 
an  army  sufficient  for  that  object;  nor  am  I  lo  be 
considered  as  one  of  those  gentlemen  who  have 
protruded  their  advice  to  Ihe  Administration  to 
withdraw  their  troops  from  that  country.  The 
advice  would*be  unnecessary,  even  if  it  was 
given  ;  as  I  believe,  sir.  you  have  not  a  man  lie- 
yond  the  lines  at  this  time.  Opposed  as  I  am  lo 
this  war,  upon  every  consideration  blended  with 
the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  I  shall  certainly  not 
intermeddle  with  its  destination.  It  is  enouf^h  for 
me  to  be  prepared,  at  all  times,  for  effectual  and 
ample  defence,  to  sustain  my  opinions  against  the 
policy  and  prospects  of  this  war.  and  to  leave  the 
responsibility  of  conducting  it  upon  tliose  who 
have  so  ardently  and  so  manfully  shouldered  it. 

But,  sir.  there  is  a  consideration  which  may  not 
be  altogether  unworthy  of  attention  ;  how  far  this 
extravagant  use  of  the  public  money  in  raising 
an  army  may  have  a  prejudicial  effect  upon  your 
navy.  If  we  give  this  enormous  bounty  for  the 
land  service,  will  it  not  be  just,  as  well  as  neces- 
sary, to  give  a  corresponding  bounty  /or  the  sea 
service?  Or  will  you  exalt  the  one  and  depress 
the  other  ?  Will  you  depress  tliat  service  which, 
when  the  honor  of  the  nation  languished  on  the 
shore,  bore  it  in  triumph  o'er  the  main,  unsullied 
by  reproach,  and  on  wiiich  you  must  ultimately 
depend,  when  a  belter  policy  bears  sway,  effi- 
ciently to  contend  with  every  foreign  foe  ?  1  hope 
not.  sir.  If  you  should  increase  ihe  bounty  now 
contemplated  it  will  be  irrevocably  fixed  ;  you 
can  never  diminish  ii;  you  can  never  expect  again 
to  enlist  another  soldier  for  a  le^s  premium.    You 
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ill  then.  sir.  have  the  further  difficulty  of  ad- 
usting  so  prodigal  an  expenditure  of  the  public 
^luoey.  loihe  necessities  of  a  Treasury  hiled  ex- 
clusively by  loans  and  taxes.  I  well  remember 
Vhe  sentiment  of  the  honorable  gentleraaa  from 
Kentucky.  (Mr.  Bleusoe.)  who  said  that,  when 
fre  Dalioncjl  rightt  were  in  contest,  he  would  not 
junt  the  ^ost.  8ir,  I  honor  the  feelings  that  dic- 
te  sacb  aJsentirtient.  and  the  only  reply  lean 
ake  to  \\  is,  ibat  statesmen  must  calculate  as 
ell  as  feel. 

The  honorableohairman  of  the  committee  (Mr. 

W.  Campbell)  has  attempted  to  prove  ao  in- 

nsistency  in  those  who,  professing  to  advocate 

e  war,  refuse  to  grant  means  to  carry  it  on.    He 

as  right,  fir;  the  inconsistency  is  as  great  and 

glaring,  3s  if  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  war 

principle   should    endeavor    to    perpetuate  it. 

or  my  ow'n  part.  I  have  always  been  opposed  to 

f)  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  best  interests  of  my 

jSiuntry,  arid,  for  this  reason,  I  voted  against  the 

Jjxes  of  tlie  former  session.     But,  sir.  a  maxim 

s  been  la^d  down  which  is  calculated  to  mislead 

e  public  opinion,  to  wit :  "  That  being  now  ac- 

lally  engaged  in  war.  all  persons  should  join  in 

to  carry  :it  on,''     This  position   is  founded  in 

ror.  and  Jleads  to   consequences   destructive  to 

blic  libe<-ty  and   personal   rights.     Can    it   be 

pposed   t.'iat  we,   who   have  opposed  this   war 

om    the   beginning,    as    wrong    in    conception, 

rong  in  progress,   ruinous   in    its  tendency,  and 

competent  to  its  object,  can  give  it  our  support? 

^an  it  be  expected  that  we  shall  approve,  by  our 

%otes,  whaj  our  best  judgment  most  hone>ily  con- 

<^mns?    This  would  be  faithless  to  our  duty,  and 

4B|eacherou$  to  thote  who  have  confided  in  us, 

^.  Besides,  fcir,  you  do  not  want  our  aid  ;  it  is  not 

ce-sary  for  a  siagle  purpose  tov^ards  this  war. 

he  Pre4i(|ent  himself  is  the  father  and  patron 

this  war;  he  has  had.  from  its  commencement. 

Marge  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Cong^e^s  who 

fave  agreed  with  him  in  opinion,  and  who  have 

iten  disposed  to  favor  his  views.     If  then,  it  was 

rroper  thaij  the  war  should  have  been  vigorously 

raged,  I  dsemand  why  ha.i  not  this  been  done? 

Pf^hy  has  he  not  come  forward  with  the  boldness 

i  statesman,  and  the  frankness  of  a  soldier. 

d  told  yf/u  what  was  necessary  for  his  purpose? 

he  friendl  of  the  war  have  had,  and  still  have. 

;i  power  in  the  nation;  all  the  resources  of  the 

yuniry  are  at   their  command  and   subject   to 

p«eir  control.     If  sir.  it  was  proper  to  declare  this 

f'ar,  it  was  proper  to  carry  it  on  with  energy  and 

yilh  vigor;  and  if  the  President  thought  that  the 

r-Jnor  and   the  welfare  of  the  country  required 

e  war.  he-  should  have  breasted  the  shock,  and 

tked   his  f^TowQ  and  sceptre  upon  the  issue.     If 


monstrance,  your  cause  is  not  good.  Put  the 
case,  then,  ingenuously  to  the  nation.  If  you 
mean  war,  draw  forth  the  necessary  means  for 
your  purpose,  and  revive  the  drooping  glory  of 
the  country.  It  you  carry  us  well  through,  and 
obtain  the  avowed  object  you  aim  at.  we  will 
hail  you  as  our  deliverer,  and  the  honors  and  the 
affections  of  the  nation  shall  be  your  reward. 
But  if  you  shrink  from  this  duty,  we  shall  prove 
you  to  have  been  recreant;  and  if  you  fail  in  or 
stop  short  of  your  project,  you  must  expect  to 
meet  the  indignation  of  the  people 

But.  sir,  this  position,  -that  all  are  bound  to 
support  the  war  because  it  is  declared,"  is  a  doc- 
trine teeming  with  mischief;  it  is  a  doctrine  be- 
hind which  a  corrupt  Administration  (whenever 
such  a  one  shall  exist)  will  entrench  itself  and 
defy  your  utmost  efforts.  When  an  Adrainis- 
tratioii  shall  be  crumbling  into  ruins  by  its  own 
corruption,  you  say  to  it.  bring  about  a  declara- 
tion of  war  by  any  means,  and  you  are  secure. 
Thus  the  tottering  edifice  is  saved  from  the  tem- 
pest of  public  opinion,  and  the  worst  of  crimes 
tinds  shelter  in  the  production  of  the  greatest 
national  calamities.  Besides,  sir,  this  call  upon 
the  Opposition  is  to  demand  a  surrender  of  their 
rights;  it  has  an  ungenerous  influence  to  stifle 
the  freedom  of  debate.  Possessed  of  no  power 
and  no  control  in  the  national  affairs,  we  have 
nothing  left  us  but  the  freedom  of  opinion  and 
the  right  of  utterance;  and  believe  me.  sir,  we 
are  little  known  if  it  can  be  supposed  that  we 
will  surrender,  in  our  own  persons,  those  dearest 
rights  of  citizens;  those  noblest  privileges  of  the 
Constitution. 

But.  sir,  indulge   me  with  asking  gentlemen 
what  event    lias  taken   place  in  the  progress  of 
this  war  that  is  calculated  to  change  our  opinions 
or  to  conciliaie  our  favor?     Thousands  of  lives 
have  been  sacrificed,  thousands  of  your  citizens 
have  been  made  captives;   nearly  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars   have    been   expended,  about 
forty  millions  of  which  is  a  new  public  debt,  to 
which  we  are  now  called  on  to  add  thirty  rnil- 
lions  more  by  loans  for  the  current  year.     The 
temporary  hold    you   had   in   Canada   has   been 
wre.-ted   from    you;  you    have    been   driven  and 
pursued  within  your  own  lines,  while  conflagra- 
tion and   carnage   have  marked  the  progress  of 
the  enemy.     The  descent  upon   Montreal— that 
mighty   project— concentrating  in    itself  all  the 
talents,  and  energy,  and  skill,  of  the  Administra- 
iion,  has  proved  an  abortion,  and  we  now  dread 
the  arrival  of  every  mail,  lest  it  may  bring  the 
unwelcome  tidings  of  the  capture  of  our  armies, 
or  the  destruction  of  our  Lake  fleet.    !s  there  any- 
thing in  ail  this,  sir,  to  attach  us  to  the  war;  to 


rnded,  can;onlv  be  considered  as  working  a  di- 
version of  I'opular  attention.  You  do  not  require 
toe^r  aid  to  enable  you  to  command  the  national 
|*sources.  and  if  you  cannot  withstand  iheir 


re- 


count taken  of  these  dreadful  calamities?  It  is 
truly  an  unpleasant  task  to  trace  the  alarming 
secret,  yet  trace  it  when  you  will,  you  will  find 
tt  00  partial  defect.    Sir,  you  comnaenced  wrong 


I 
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at  first.    Instead  of  having  a  grand  army  organ- 
ised, military  store.s  and  magazines  prepared,  the 
most  important  points  of  your  country  fortified, 
and  your  Treasury  ample  for  your  purpose,  you 
plunged  into  the  war  without  a  soldier,  a  dollar, 
or  a  General.     Defeat  and   disaster  followed  of 
course,  and,  in  a  moment   of  desperation,  when 
one  portion  of  your  citizens  are  disgusted  with 
the  war,  another  portion   dismayed  by  your  de- 
feats, and  ail  humiliated  with  raoriification,  you 
are  induced  to  offer  exorbitant  bounties  for  re- 
cruits to  fill  up  ranks  that  never  were  filled  before, 
and  to  supply  the  places  of  those  who  have  fallen 
the  wretched  victims  to  your  improvidence  and 
rashness. 

The  honorable  chairman  (Mr.  G.  W.  Camp- 
bell) has  ascribed  the  origin  of  this  war  to  the 
Opposition,  alleging  that  Great   Britain   has  al- 
ways excited  divisions  among  her  enemies,  and 
that  she  has  spoken  of  her  friends  here.    Were  it 
nut,  .sir,  for  the  usual  accuracy  of  that  honorable 
gentleman,  I  should  have  been  led  to  believe  that 
he  had  taken  a  French  maxim  for  a  British  cus- 
tom.    To  divide  and  conquer  is  a  French  doc- 
trine, on  which  they  have  always  practised,  and 
since  the  war  of  the  late  Revolution,  with  no  in- 
considerable success.      How  far    Great    Britain 
may  be  disposed  to  adopt  a  similar  plan  I  cannot 
determine. 

When  the  gentleman  talks  of  the  British  Min- 
ister spenking  of  his  friends  here,  I  presume  he 
alludes  to  that  celebrated  letter  of  Mr.  Russell, 
in  which  my  Lord  Castlereagh  is  made  to  men- 
tion, '-our  friends  in  Congress,"  and  .Mr.  Russell  I 
to  stare.  Before  lean  admit  this  document  in 
evidence.  I  will  sketch  its  origin  and  progress  as  ' 
handed  down  to  us.     '"^      ■ 


with  the  lapse  of  the  intervening  time,  impair 
ray  faith  in  the  accuracy  of  the  recital  of  the  con- 
versation It  purposes  to  give,  and  I  must,  on  this 
ground,  except  to  the  testimony  adduced  in  sup- 
port of  the  position;  and  will  leave  Mr.  Russell 
to  adjust  the  delicate  point  of  diplomacy  yet  un- 
settled between  himself  and  his  Excellency  the 
Duke  of  Bassano. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has 
[also  said    impressments,  and    not  the  Orders  in 
I  Council,  were  the  chief  causes  of  war.     So  far 
as  this  may  be  considered  the  influence  that  ope- 
rated upon  the  gentleman's  own  mind,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  take  his  opinions  from  his  own  lips;  but 
so  far  as  this  may  be  considered  the  sentiment  of 
the  Administration,  I  can  turn  to  documents  now 
in  the  Senate  to  prove  that  the  reverse  is  the  fact, 
viz:  That  the  Orders  were  considered,  not  onlf 
thechief  cause  of  contest  with  Great  Britain,  but 
that  the  subject  of  impressment  was  totally  dis- 
regarded, untouched,  and  unthought  of.     I  refer 
you.  sir,  to  the  negotiation  with  Mr.  Erskine.  in 
1809,  in  which   the  Orders  in  Council   and  our 
interdictory  laws  constituted  the  sole  questions  of 
adjustment;    and    when    a    state   of  amity  and 
friendly  intercourse  was  agreed  on.   by  our  Ad- 
ministration  and   the   British    Minister,  without 
ever  mentioning  one  single  word    upon   the  sub- 
ject of  impressment.     This  goes,  then,  incontest- 
ably  to  prove  that  the  affair  of  impressment  was 
not  estimated  by  the  present   Administration  as 
an  obstacle  at  all   to  a  good   understanding  be- 
tween the  two  countries;  much   less  can  it°now 
be  relied  on  by  them  as  the  exclusive  ground  of 
war. 

1  can  never  sufficiently  deplore  the  first  great 


-^  •      ^- —  — -■  -«-...>-. tiiii J  ucjiiuic   Hit:   iirsi  greai 

,l^     '.^!^P"''f°'''*"^  ^'^^'^  '  •^'■'■"''  '^^"^h  «^a=>  commuted  in  declining  to  close 


dale  in  London,  on  the  17ih  of  September,  1812 
and  was  presented  by  Mr.  Russell  himself  in 
Washington,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
16lh  of  November  following,  accompanied  by  a 
note  having  reference  to  another  letter  in  Lon- 
don, two  days  after,  the  10th  of  September,  in  the 
postscript  of  which,  mention  is  said  to  have  been 


our  misunderstandings  with  Great  Britain  by  the 
rejection  of  the  Treaty  of  1806.  The  letter  which 
was  read  to  you  yesterday  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (.Mr.  Bre.>t)  on  another 
occasion,  written  by  the  present  Secretary  of 
State  to  this  Government,  illustrating  his  views 
and  convictions  on   the  Treaty  of  1806,  revived 


made  01  this  letter,  but  which  postscript  was  not  I  the  subject    in  my   mind.     When   I  reflect    sir 
L"„^„^"_":"!^.J"/^«  '^"^V'  beitig  stated  to  have    upon  tht  soundness  of  the  argument,  anTihe  able; 


been  omitted  for  want  of  suflScient  time.     This 


Ipftcr  th..r.  oi.u        u  V......  .....^.      ^,,,3    »^  "cii  03  auipic  exposiiion  mere  made  use  oJ  to 

tZu.     tj  ,  ^^  "^u"""  ^°  '*"  ^^'^  °^  ^^P-     '•^^'^'"'"^n J  that  treaty,  I   have  always  been  as- 

lember,  was  omitted  to  be  sent  wit  >  «h«  l-no,  ^r    foniwho.i  k^„  ;.  „„..i  j  u'   _,  >. .  ^    .      7,   T. 


lember,  was  omitted  to  be  sent  with  the  letter  of 
the  19th  following,  but  is  said  to  have  been  men- 
tioned m  Its  postscript;  which  postscript  has  no 
existence.  It  was  also  neglected  to  be  .sent  with 
another  letter  of  subsequent  date,  the  7th  of  No- 
vember, from  the  Narrows,  near  New  York.  Now 


as  well  as  ample  exposition  there  made  use  of  to 


Sir,  although   I  have  good  authority  to  believe  I  abettors  of  that  war 

that     U        iirtur    ^r..r>..>  k  ;  _  _     I  :  I.  -    .  L    _  ,'    r-,  .  I  m, 


tonished  how  it  could  have  been  rejected.  Still 
greater  was  my  surprise  to  find  that,  after  such 
grounds  of  compromise  could  be  attained,  we 
should  be  plunged  into  a  war.  And  most  of  all, 
sir,  that  the  author  of  that  letter  should  be  num- 
bered amongst  the  most  strenuous  advocates  and 


that  a  letter  something  like  the  one  of  September 
the  17th,  was  seen  on  the  post  road  near  Havre- 
de-Grace,  in  possession  of  Mr.  Russell,  when  on 
his  way  to  Washington  ;  yet.  from  the  slow  pro- 
gress ol  this  letter  to  its  destination,  seeing  that 
those  of  subsequent  dates  had  been  forw'arded 
and  received.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  accused  of  a 
strained  or  uncharitable  construction,  if  \  infer 
that  Us  exquisite  touches  and  fashion  were  re- 
served to  be  finished  here.  These  circumstances 
maturely  weigued  and  taken  into  coniideration 


There  are  few  persons  who  have  greater  reason 
to  deprecate  the  present  state  of  things  than  my- 
self. Exclusive  of  that  love  of  country  which  we 
all  feel,  there  are  other  reasons  which  produce 
no  ordinary  degree  of  sensation  in  my  mind.  The 
country  from  which  I  come  is  one  of  the  most 
exposed  and  defenceless  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
has  already  suffered  much  from  the  destructive 
ravages  of  the  enemy.  During  the  first  season 
they  took  possession  of  a  large  section  of  our  ter- 
ritory, and  made  incursions  with  a  powerful  force 
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rn to  other  parts.  Incapable  of  successful  resist 
ince.  with  our  own  means,  against  such  an  in- 
.asioo,  we  bad  before  stated  our  helpless  condi 
Eion.  and  supplicated  the  aid  of  the  General 
'jrovernnieot.  Tijis  was  denied  us,  and,  as  jf  our 
^u^'erings  were  not  sufficient,  we  were  sarcasti- 
|aliy  toUl,  in  reply  to  our  petition,  that  we  could 
fcoi  obtain  any  aid  becau^e  we  were  exposed  at 
^0  many  points.  Thus  abandoned  to  our  fate. 
ive  summoned  up  our  little  forces,  though  weak 
|n  arms.  y«jt  siroii;^  in  valor,  and  resolved  in  the 
»si  resort  ro  hazard  everything  in  defence  of  our 
itnilies  an(d  homc^.  Fortunately  the  contest  did 
Rot  come  pn.  Sir,  I  wish  1  had  the  means  of 
recommencing  the  unfortunate  situation  of  my 
^llow-ci(i4ens  to  the  protecting  care  of  their 
fifovermue.lt.  I  wish  I  could  make  known  the 
ecessity  19  a  strain  that  would  command  relief. 
|ir.  ihesr  f^eople  desire  better  things— they  are  a 
aive  popylation,  growing  out  of  the  soil  they 
jhabit;  consisting  chiefly  of  agriculturists  and 
jtthanics,iwho  are  devoted  to  their  Government 
^d  country.  Bearing  in  common  with  their 
ijetbren  t^  burden  of  society,  they  consider 
.einselves  entitled  to  a  fair  participation  in  its 
^nefits— .they  ask  no  more,  and  this  they  have  a 
^st  right  to  claim,  under  the  sanction  of  that 
JODsiiiution  which  orders  a  provision  for  '-the 
<*.'mmon  dtfence  and  general  welfare."  When  to 
iSese  reflt'ctions  I  add,  sir,  the  anticipation  of  that 
Jfcrrid  and  jbloody  system  of  retaliation  which  is 
ifTeaieneJ  Uo  be  executed,  and  remember  that 
le  land  Ihjit  is  inhabited  by  ray  friends,  and  re- 
nions  and  neighbors,  from  its  exposed  situation. 
Li  11  be  a  rfady  theatre  for  the  exhibition  of  this 
igic  scenie,  I  am  filled  with  forebodings  to 
}hich  I  can  give  no  utterance,  and  am  left  to 
)Le  distressing  anticipation  that  upon  the  ap- 
JJoachinp  Reason  my  native  country  may  become 
*jji  extended  plain  of  ashes  slaked  with  human 
[  ood.         ; 

.  But,  sir,  l  will  desist— and  if  I  have  been  be- 
4^yed  inio  any  excess  of  feeling  by  the  events  to 
^^hich  1  iiave  alluded,  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned 
•*-  the  consideration  of  ihe  deep  interest  I  have 
them. 

Mr.  "W»tL8  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as 
'lli)Ws: 

•j  Mr.  Prer.ident,  the  bill  before  us  is  for  filling 
4p  «he  prtseot  establishment  of  the  army  ;  and 
j(,oposes  tu  effect  this  purpose,  by  giving  a  very 
•iitfaordiojiry  bouaty  to  each  recruit  hereafter  en- 
ijriijg  the  service. 

f  Lara  ai_a  loss  to  determine  by  what  rule  any 
the  boi>nties,  which  have  been  talked  of  upon 
?is  occasi|m,  have  been  governed.  None  of  them 
fa,  any  j-easonable  proportion  to  the  sum  al- 
Iw^d  ai  piresent  by  law.  The  bounty  established 
>lf  tow  IS  ^nly  sixteen  dollars.  Nominally  it  is 
fiore  ;  butjtbe  excess  is  only  an  advance  of  pay. 
'•he  proposed  bounties  ^0  still  farther  beyond 
^htft  IS  U5)jally  allowed  lur  this  purpose  in  other 
(»iun tries.  ; 

f  A  bounty  in  land  is  liable,  in  my  miud.  to  two 

f'Jt,*ciionj,^    It  will  create  a  fund  for  speculation  j 

takiD|(  up  a  good  deal  of  the  labor  of  the 


arger  part  of  it,  at  the 


country,  will    transfer  a 

conclusion  of  the  war,  to  the  Western  States. 
At  the  end  of  the  war,  I  could  wish  to  see  our 
laborers,  who  are  temporarily  detached  from  us 
returned  to  the  districts  from  which  they  were 
drawn.  And  besides,  if  the  object  be  simply  to  fill 
up  the  army,  and  is  Unconnected,  as  I  am  bound 
to  presume  it  is,  with  any  favorite  local  policies, 
which  can  only  be  promoted  at  the  expense  of 
particular  interests,  the  surest  way  to  obtain  your 
soldiers  is  to  pay  them  down  at  once  the  bounty 
they  are  to  have.  You  would  get  their  service, 
in  this  way,  at  a  fairer  and  cheaper  rate  to  the 
public  than  in  any  other. 

I  do  not  mean,  however,  to  say,  when  I  am  ob- 
jecting to  the  enormity  of  the  proposed  gratui- 
ties, that  some  increase  of  the  present  established 
bounty  is  not  necessary.  A  state  of  things,  in 
this  country,  is  brought  about,  which  ought  to 
have  been  withm  the  foresight  of  those  who  pre- 
cipitated us  into  this  war.  It  is  certainly  true, 
as  has  been  well  observed,  that  a  population  thinly 

spread  over  a  grealexpnseof  country. accustomed 
to  convenient  interchanges  by  water,  requiring 
but  little  labor  to  transport  its  heaviest  products, 
is  suddenly  obliged  to  transfer  this  operation  to 
land  conveyance;  which,  of  course,  has  absorbed, 
ifl  may  be  allowed  the  term,  much  of  the  labor 
of  the  country.  It  is  equally  true,  that  the  al- 
most  total  exclusion  of  foreign  merchandise  from 
our  markets,  by  occasioning  an  extensive  de- 
mand for  our  own  manufactures,  has  produced  an 
additional  absorption  of  labor.  From  the  re- 
maining stock  of  labor  the  supplies  for  your 
army  are  to  be  drawn  after  the  other  concerns  of 
this  country  are  provided  for. 

That  by  these  competitions  the  difficulty  of  en- 
listing your  army  is,  in  no  small  degree  increased, 
I  am  willing  to  admit.  But  I  am  lar  from  being 
prepared  to  say,  that  the  inefficiency  of  this 
country  for  war  is  such  as  to  justify  the  prescrip- 
tion of  such  bounties  as  are  now  proposed  to  be 
given.  Much,  however,  perhaps  everytliing  ma- 
terial in  relation  to  this  subject  of  bounty,  de- 
pends upon  the  kind  of  war  you  wage,  it  is 
the  first  inquiry, sir,  therecruit  will  make  of  ycu — 
and,  according  to  the  answer  you  give  him,  will 
be  the  price  be  will  ask  you— "Am  I  to  march  to 
Canada  ?"  If  you  tell  him  that  there  the  service 
is  to  be  performed  which  you  require  of  him.  if 
he  does  not  turn  his  heel  upon  you,  he  will  ask 
you  fully  the  price  now  proposed  to  be  given  to 
him.  But  akk  him  what  bounty  he  will  take  to 
fight  for  bis  parents,  for  his  sisters,  for  his  wife, 
and  his  children— to  meet  the  invading  foe,  and 
repel  him  from  his  country;  talk  to  him  in  this 
way,  make  an  appeal  of  this  kind  to  him,  and  he 
will  be  yours  without  very  high  bribing. 

No,  sir,  It  is  not  fur  this  kind  of  war  your  sol- 
dier is  to  be  enlisted.  Not  his  own,  but  a  foreigo 
country  is  to  be  the  theatre  of  his  glury.  Can- 
ada is  to  be  that  theatre.  There  the  war  is  10  be 
waged  by  us,  and  not  here.  The  bounty  proves 
it.  The  price  you  offer  shows  what  you  w.int. 
It  we  establish  then  this  bouniy,  we  di>  virtually 
approre  of,  we  do  advise  the  war  in  Canada.     I 
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cannot  approve  of  that  war;  I  cannot  advise  its 
prosecution  there.  I,  therefore,  cannot  vote  for 
these  bounties. 

Our  right  to  inquire  into,  or  in  any  shape  in- 
terfere with,  the  application  of  the  public  force, 
has  been  questioned.  It  seems  to  be  considered  ' 
as,  our  province  only  to  prepare  the  power,  and  ' 
the  President's  to  appiv  it;  and  that  we  are  | 
bound  to  give  nerve  and  rigor  to  his  arm.  let  it  i 
fall  where  it  may.  I 

The  provision  in  the  Constitution  which,  in  a  ' 
wise  and  wholesome  spirit  of  caution   and   dis- , 
trust,  limits  to  a  period  of  two  years  the  power 
over  appropriations  for  the  support  of  armies,  an- 
ticipates, among  other  things,  the  fluctuation  of; 
public  opinion,  which  may  place  in  either  House 
of  the  National  Legislature  a  majority  of  mem-  , 
bers  opposed  to  the  further  prosecution  of  an  ex-  j 
isiiDg  war.     I  think   I  am  warranted   in   saying, 
that  a  sound  construction  of  this  provision,  taken 
in  connexion   with   other  parts  of  the  Consiitu-  , 
tion,  equally  witii  the  nature  and  genius  of  our  , 
Government,  will  justify  the  withholding  of  sup-  ' 
plies  for  military  purposes,  where  eitherlhe  con- 
tinuance   of  the   war   itself,  or   the   direction   m 
which   It   IS  moving,  is  disapproved  of  by  those  1 
who  are  called   upon  to  vote  for  those  supplies.  ; 
To   me   It  IS  clear  that  we  have  a  volition   upon  i 
this  point;  that  we  are  now  authorized  to  make  ' 
this  inquiry,  and  are  competent  to  proportioning  ' 
our  supplies   of  men  and    money  to  the  objects  I 
which  we  think  ought  to  be  those  of  the  war,  in  ' 
the  present  juncture  of  our  affairs.  '       I 

He  have  been  pleasantly  lold  that  we  are  im- 
itating the  example  of  the  foolish  man  who  stole 
his  own  oats  from  his  own  horse.  No.  sir;  are  we 
rather  not  like  the  prudent  master,  who  is  giving 
10  his  horse  as  much,  and  no  more  oats  than  are 
proper  for  him  to  have?  This  salutary  caution 
and  distrust,  resulting  from  the  known  fallibility 
of  our  nature,  compose  the  very  basis  upon  which 
our  Government  rests.  It  is  a  Government  of 
checks;  and  the  power  to  give,  implying  the 
power  to  withhold,  is  one  of  them. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  case  upon  which  we 
are  called  to  act  ?  We  are  engaged  in  war.  and. 
being  in  war,  it  is  insisted  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  minority  to  support  the  war.  For  one,  sir,  I 
am  free  to  say  that  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  what 
I  consider  the  proper,  and,  in  our  present  situa- 
tion, the  only  efficient  support  of  thus  war. 

1  may  be  allowed  to  observe,  with  my  honora- 
ble friend  near  me,  that  I  by  no  means  lore  this 
war.  I  think  we  have  been  very  unlortunately, 
and  very  unnecessarily,  precipitated  into  it.  But 
we  are  in  war;  and  if  I  can  agree  with  gentle- 
men in  what  is  the  proper  support  of  it.  they 
shall  have  my  vote  for  any  amount  of  money, 
and  any  number  of  men.  "  1 

The  case,  perhaps,  does  not  now  exist,  where  ' 
it  would  be  proper  and  necessary  to  withhold  ' 
supplies  altogether  to  oblige  the  President  to  I 
make  peace.  The  late  and  important  change  in 
Ihe  affairs  of  Europe;  the  disasters  which  tiave 
belallen  us  in  this  war ;  the  consequences  which  I 
are   daily  and   hourly  developing  themselves,  of  I 


hurrying  into  hostilities  without  doe  preparation 
to  sustain  them  ;  these,  and   numerous  other  im- 
portant corisiderations  must,  at  this  season,  weiffh 
conclusively  with  the  President  in  favor  of  peace. 
I  am  obliged,  therefore,  to  believe  that  he  is  now 
desirous—sincerely    desirous— of  getting    us    as 
speedily   as   possible  out  of  the   unhappy   war, 
into  which  he  has  so  recently  advised  us  to  enter. 
It  IS,  to  be  sure,  no  war  of  ours.     We  advised 
we  cautioned,  we  conjured  gentlemen  not  to  en-^ 
ter  into  11.      We   entreated    them  not   to  precipi- 
tate themselves  into  these  difficulties.  We  begged 
them   to   pause  but  a   few  months.     Thev  were 
told,  again  and  again,  if  the  Orders  in  Council 
are  the  causes  of  war.  wait  only  a  little  moment 
and    they    will    be    removed    out    of  your  way 
Your  restrictive  measures,  in  which  the  country 
has  been  so  long  persuaded  to  acquiesce,  if  you 
will  have  bur^  little  patience,  will  insure  to  your 
predictions  the  triumph  of  appearing    to    have 
,  etJected  the  object  to  which  thev  were  professed 
,  to    have    been    adopted.     No,   sir,    nothing    that 
:  could  render  this  war  worse  than  useless  for  its 
avowed  objects,  could  arrest  its  headlong  course. 
It  had  .scarcely  been  declared,  when  its  folly  and 
;  the  provident  foresight  of  those  who  had  opposed 
its  adoption,  became  apparent  to  the  people      It 
j  was  soon  seen  that  there  had   been,  if  I  may  be 
^  allowed  the  figure,  a  well-contested  race  between 
^  the  declaration  of  war,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
i  repeal  of  the   Orders   in  Council,  on  the  other, 
j  1  he  war  distanced  the  orders  by  a  few  days 

Now.  sir.  we   are  told,  that  although  the  Or- 
ders   in  Council  are    repealed,   they  are  not   the 
I  only  causes  of  war.     Until  the  mam  cause  of  the 
war  was  entirely  removed,  we  never   heard  the 
subjects  which  have  been  lately  clustered  together 
as  auxiliary  causes  of  war,  insisted   upon  a"'s  suf- 
ficient to  justify  a  resort    to   war.     They   were 
never   placed,  that  I  remember,  by  any   depart- 
ment of  our  Government,  in  that  light  before  the 
people.     They  were   not  considered  as  such  by 
Congress;  nor  did   the  President,  until  recently 
regard  them  as  being  of  that  character.     In  the 
arrangement  he  made  with  Mr.  Erskine.  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment  is  not  mentioned.    Our  laws 
have  been  considered   as  referring  exclusively  to 
the  Orders  in  Council  as  the  cause  which   had 
interrupted  the  good  understanding  between  the 
two  countries;    and  make   their  annulment  suf- 
ficient lor  the  restoration  if  that  good  understand- 
ing.    In  the  treaty  negotiated  with  Great  Britain 
by  Messrs.   Monroe   and    Pinkney,   no  notice  is 
taken  of  the  subject  of  impressment.     It  was  left 
under  the  control  of  an  informal  arrangement- 
manifesting,  as  those   gentlemen   believed,  a  sin- 
cere disposition,  and  real  determiuation,  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Government,  to  prevent  our 
having  any  luture  cause  of  complaint  on  that 
head. 

We  are  then  virtually  at  war,  without  anr 
cause  of  war.  That  this  may.  with  great  truth 
be  said  to  be  the  real  state  of  the  case.  I  think 
any  of  the  honest  yeomen  of  this  country  whom 
we  meet  on  the  road,  could  easily  convince 
us.     They  do  not  know  for  what  we  are  at  war. 
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Vo  that  instead  oi  a  cau$e  of  war,  to  the  people 
^taJD,  ope^,  evident  and  palpable,  we  resort  tu  id- 
jeriuity  s^jlI  sophistry  for  colorings,  for  mere  pre- 
ifH%  of  wjar. 

,  Yet  siijj  the  question  presses  us.  We  are  at 
^•ar.  Shjill  we  submit — shall  we  let  the  enemy 
pj'jre  us  and  wf  not  annoy  him?  No,  sir,  not 
fi.  To  i5»y  mind,  our  cause  is  a  clear  one. 
[  The  caiuse  for  which  you  went  to  war  is  re- 
toved.  Vou  are  about  negotiating  peace.  Act 
j»ea,  in  liit?  interim,  upon  ihe  dejen^ice,  and  not 

fion  the  o/^etwice.     Shove  aside   the  project  of 
vading  i^'anaila.     Avow  your  present  object  to 
•  J  the  dej'cnce  of  your  own  country ;  and  until 
\o\i  have  provided  effectual  defence,  you  will  not 
jprvew  th»;  war  of  invasion.     Let    this  be    your 
Xolicy,  aii^  I  will  agree  with  gentlemen,  that  the 
eaple  wifl  h»*e  cause  to  complain  of  us,  if  we 
;fi»se  you  our  voies  for  either  money  or  men. 
What  will  you  do  with  Canada,  if  you  succeed 
I  its  CQt?(juesi?     I  have   heard   it,  at  one  time 
*i«J,  that' we  were  to  take  it,  to  have  it  in  hand 
I)   exchayge  for  New  York.     To  my  mind,  the 
iainer  and  more  obvious  course  is,  to  provide  for 
•le  effeciijdl  defence  of  New  York — as  well  as  to 
rtke  care  of  our  other  cites; — in  fact,  to  defend 
Vhal  we  have  already  got,  before  we  attempt  to 
Duoy  what  belongs  to  the  enemy. 
But  is 'his  really  the  plan?     la  all  this  parade 
f  war  for   the  conquest  of  Canada,  only  that  it 
ay  be  afterwards  quietly  given  up  again?     Is 
for  an  object  of  this  sort,  that   this  monstrous 
^unty  IS.  to  be  paid  ?     Is  it  for  this  we  are  mort- 
aging  o,if  resources — that  we  are  running  into 
ebl  faster,  in  proportion  to  our  means,  than  any 
aiioD  on  the  face  of  ihe  earth  ever  did   before 
,s7     Is  it  for  this,  all  our  favorite  plans  of  econ- 
my  are  thrown  aside  ?     Is  it  for  this  we  are  leav- 
g  uur  tjwn  country  defenceless  at  home  ?     Are 
»e  making  sacrifices  of  this  kind,  in  the  fruitless 
ndeavor  to  obtain   our  object,  which  we   have 
l>r(-detern)tned  to  telinquish,  almost  as  soon  as  we 
ave  attaibed  it? 

Perhafui,  having  got  Canada,  I  may  be  told 
Shat  it  js.intendtd  to  hold  it — that  we  are  not 
faking  tiiis  effort  for  nothing;  that,  if  we  con- 
quer ihat'country,  it  is  permanently  to  change 
piasters.  If  this  be  the  plan,  it  may  be  of  some 
^rvice  lo  inquirt'what  effect  our  policy  thus  dis- 
posed will  have  upon  the  negotiation  into  which 
e  are  about  to  enter. 

Peace  we  all   profess  to   have  in  view.     Will 
•lis  sort  c<f  war  promote  that  object?     Without 

("treparatioh  of  any  kind  we  have  hurried  into 
^ar  with  an  enemy  fully  equipped  and  ready  lo 
t5e«t  usw  We  are  unable  to  e^^cape  the  natural 
nsequences  of  needless,  headlong  policy.  Dis- 
ler  and  disgrace  attend  its  footsteps.  Yet  still 
e  persevere  in  our  original  scheme.  Canada  is 
ill  the  fo.id  object  of  our  wishes.  Foiled  in  our 
St  aud  second  efforts,  we  are  straining  every 
i  erve  to ,  be  more  successful  in  the  next.  Sir, 
ven  thoi.e  who  are  only  filled  for  the  rank  and 
;le  of  oqr  army  feel  that  we  are  wrong.  We 
iir»elves,are  conscious  of  their  reluctance  to  the 
lirvice  ;  jiDd  we  are  preparing  excitements  for 
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their  cupidity,  which  shall  OTercome  their  lense 
of  justice  and  love  of  country. 

Will  this  course  incline  our  enemy  to  peace? 
She  IS  our  neighbor  by  land.  She  has  important 
fisheries  near  us.  Her  West  Indian  colonies  are 
not  far  from  us.  We  are  a  young  and  ihriving 
people.  Our  ext>:fnt  of  country  is  immense.  Our 
population  is  rapidly  increasing.  Our  agricul- 
tural, our  commercial,  and  our  manufacturing 
interests  are  magnifying  themselves  beyond  all 
precedent.  These  resources  allowed  time,  in  their 
own  way,  to  unfold  and  spread  themselves,  will 
before  many  years,  make  us  a  great  and  power- 
ful nation.  With  an  increasing  ability  to  do 
harm  or  good,  will  it  stand  us  instead  to  make 
other  nations  believe  that  we  are  about  to  sur- 
render ourselves  up  to  the  lust  of  foreign  con- 
quest? Has  not  our  enemy  already  too  much 
reason  to  apprehend,  while  we  are  endeavoring 
10  grasp  with  one  hand  the  territories  to  the 
North  of  us,  that  the  other  is  itching  to  seize 
those  to  the  South  ? 

Will  it  be  wise  in  us  to  afford  her  cause  for  ap- 
prehending that  we  are  entertaining  a  gigantic 
policy — that  we  are  yielding  to  a  colossal  covet- 
ousness,  which  invites  us  to  look  to  the  Pacific 
ocean  for  our  Western  boundary,  and  to  the 
Isthmus  of  Darien  for  the  centre  of  our  empire? 

If  such  should  be  the  estimate  of  our  ambition 
by  our  enemy,  will  he  be  inclined  to  listen  to 
peace?  Will  he  not  rather  be  disposed  to  im- 
prove the  opportunity  our  improvidence  has  af- 
forded him?  He  has  caught  us  at  fault.  He  is  pre- 
pared for  the  war,  and  we  are  not.  We  ourselves 
do  not  want  to  lose  the  present  moment.  We 
are  to  seize  Canada,  and  we  mean,  as  some  have 
urged,  to  hold  it  for  the  peace  and  security  of  our 
frontiers.  While  we  are  indulging  ourselves  in 
ambitious  schemes  of  this  kind,  it  would  be  well 
for  us  to  remember  that  it  is  quite  possible  our 
enemy  may  think  it  for  his  interest,  that  he  may 
deem  it  essential  for  the  safety  of  his  important 
possessions,  and  those  of  his  allies  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, to  improve  this  war,  to  the  wasting  of 
our  resources  for  mischief  to  himself  and  others. 
He  may  resolve  to  annihilate  our  commerce,  to 
destroy  our  fisheries,  lay  waste  our  seacoasi,  and 
encumber  us  with  an  immense  debt.  And  all 
this  will  cost  him  not  much  effort  or  expense  to 
accomplish.  Our  safety,  we  say.  requires  him  to 
yield  up  some  of  his  possessions.  His  safety,  he 
may  think,  requires  us  on  our  part  to  submit  to 
still  greater  sacrifices.  The  retaliating  policy 
which  has  been  lately  developing  itself,  means 
more.  I  fear,  than  meets  the  eye.  It  is  much  to 
be  apprehended  that  it  has  its  strongest  root  in 
this  national  jealousy,  and  anticipates  results  not 
unlike  some  of  those  that  are  here  referred  to. 

Change  then,  without  delay,  the  nature  of  this 
war.  Abandon  the  project  upon  Canada.  Her 
inhabitants  are  our  neighbors — our  friends — our 
relations.  It  is  au  unnatural  war,  and  most  un- 
naturally has  it  been  wajjed.  All  the  success 
there  we  hoped  for,  had  it  been  ours,  would  have 
been  insufficient  to  remove  from  our  national 
character  a  stain  which  a  single,  unhappy,  cruel 
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eyent  of  that  war  has  brought  upon  it.  What 
our  enemy  has  done  to  us  of  this  kind,  instead  of 
enkindling  in  our  bosoms  an  ardent,  honest  in- 
dignation, must  henceforth  serve  only  to  bring 
us  to  the  recollection  of  our  own  shame  and  dis- 
honor. 

It  is  here  I  differ  with  the  friends  of  this  Cana- 
dian war.  Let  the  public  force  be  applied  to  the 
real  maintenance  ol  the  public  interest,  and  my 
vote  shall  not  attempt  to  weaken  it.  Far.  very 
far,  is  it  .^rom  being,  in  my  poor  humble  judg- 
ment, a  proper  and  justifiable  direction  of  the 
public  force,  which  leaves  our  own  country  with- 
out defence — more  especially  at  a  moment  like 
this,  when  the  enemy,  possessed  of  am[)le  means, 
.seems  meditating  against  us  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation. 

Honorable  gentlemen   inquire  of  us  what  .«:ort 
of  war  is  this,  that  is  to  be  a  war  of  defence  only, 
and  not  a  war  of  offence?     An   inversion  of  the 
argumenl.  sir,  would   be  its  proper  answer.     We 
therefore  ask,  on  our  part,  what  sort  of  a  war  is 
this,  which  is  to  be  a  war  of  offence,  and  not  of 
defence?     Is   it   not  a  fact,  that  the  war.  on  our 
part,  has  assumed  this  complexion  ?  It  is,  indeed, 
•  war  of  offence  only  nominally,  except  against 
ourselves;  and  much  as  we  need  defence,  it  is  no 
war  of  delence.     It   makes  vain  and  fruitless  ef- 
forts to  annoy  our  enemy  abroad,  and  leaves  us 
at  home  undefended — unprotected — at  his  mercy. 
The  course  we  contend  for  is  a  different  one. 
We  desire  to  see  the  defence  of  the  country,  in 
the  first  place,  provided  for  to  the  utmost  of  our 
means.      Let  us   station  our  soldiers  at  central 
points,  from  which  they  can  easily  be  marched 
to  the  places  of  attack,  in  aid  of  the  militia.     Let 
us  distribute   muskeis  and  all  necessary  equip- 
ments, and  ammunition,  to  the  mWitia.     Let  us 
strengthen  the  defences  of  our  large  and  opulent 
cities.     Let  us  build  vessels  for  the  protection  of 
our  rivert;   and  let  us  set  ourselves  in   earnest 
about  the  foundation  of  a  navy,  such  as  this  coun- 
try ought  to  have,  and  is  amply  able  to  maintain. 
Let  some  of  the  countless  millions  of  expense  be 
set  aside  for  these  purposes,  and  not  all  thrown 
away  upon  wild  projects  of  foreign  conquest.    Let 
not  the  blood  of  our  soldiers  be  shed   merely  to 
crimson  the  snows  of  Canada.     If  it  must  flow, 
let  it  flow  freely,  with  that  of  our  own,  in  de 
fence  of  what  is  worth  its  price — our  altars  and 
our  firesides.     We  envy  not  our  neighbors  their 
possessions  ;   we  are  content  with  our  own  homes, 
and  deem  them  well  worthy  of  being  defended. 

It  is.  indeed,  Mr.  President,  high  time  for  us 
te  be  thinking  of  this  first  and  most  important 
application  of  the  public  force.  We  owe  it  to 
no  exertions  of  our  own.  that  our  homes  are  not 
at  this  moment  the  scenes  of  violation.  Fortu- 
nately for  us,  nature  has  stepped  in  to  our  succor. 
Winter  fights  upon  our  side,  and  holds  over  us  her 
impenetrable  shield.  The  revolution  of  the  sea- 
sons will  soon  detach  from  us  this  potent  ally, 
when  we  must  depend  for  our  defence  upon  our 
own  efforts. 

Sir.  IS  it  at  this  moment  within   the  power  o 
ibis  young  nation,  suddenly   and    unpreparedly 


thrust  into  war  with  such  a  foe  as  Britain,  to 
defend  itself  effectually  at  home,  and  to  carry  on, 
at  the  same  time,  extensive  military  operations 
abroad?  That  there  is  too  much  occasion  for 
i  making  this  inquiry.  I  think,  is  demonstrated  by 
I  the  events  of  the  two  last  campaigns— by  the  dec- 
larations and  conduct  of  the  Grovernment  itself, 
in  respect  to  the  defence  of  our  States— by  the' 
existing  condition  of  the  army— and  by  the  an- 
ticipated difficulties  of  filling  it  up.  There  is  left 
Us.  then,  only  the  choice  of  two  alternatives- an 
offensive  or  a  defensive  war.  We  who  live  on 
the  seaboard  had  flattered  ourselves  that  the 
twelve-months  men  were  designed  to  act  in  our 
defence.  The  State  from  which  I  come  furnished 
her  quota  of  that  force,  in  the  fullest  confidence 
that  It  was  to  co-operate  with  her  militia  to  repel 
invasions.  She  has  since  seen  those  men  marched 
away,  and  some  of  them,  I  am  told,  in  chains, 
destined  for  foreign  service. 

In  the  course  of  debate,  upon  this  occasion,  ref- 
erence has  been  made  to  party  spirit,  and  to  the 
divisions  which  exist  among  (he  people  in  rela- 
tion to  this  war.  It  has  been  said  that  the  enemy 
relies  upon  these  divisions  for  weakening  and 
paralyzing  our  exertions. 

Sir,  it  would  have  been  well  for  us,  if,  before 
we  precipitated  ourselves  into  this  war.  we   had 
^  sufficiently  reflected  upon  the  nature  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  had  been  perfectly  assured  that  pub- 
j  lie  opinion  would  for  any  length  of  time  bear  us 
I  out.  and   support  us  in   the  dreadful   appeal  we 
I  were  about  to  make.     The  difficulty  of^  success- 
fully prosecuting  the  military  operations  in  a  free 
Government,  where  the  right  to  think  and  the 
right  to  express  opinions  in  respect  to  public  men 
and  public  measures  have  been  expressly  retained 
by  the  people,  as  two  of  their  most  inestimable 
privileges.  Hflords  to  humanity  thebestand  slron«T- 
est  security  tliat  war  will  not  be  by  such  Govern- 
ments wantonly  waged,  or  unnecessarily  perse- 
vered in.     Gentlemen  should  remember,  besides 
thai  It  has  been  precisely  to  the  same  principles 
of  freedom,  preserved  to  the  people  cf  Great  Brit- 
am  by  their  Government,   that  all   the  measures 
of  our  restrictive  policy  have  professed  to  address 
themselves.     These  principles  are  as  closely  inhe- 
rent in  their  Government  as  in  ours;  and  when- 
ever the  people  of  either  country  become  adverse 
to  an  existing  war,  there  must  be  an  end  of  it. 

If  even  those  of  us  who  are  opposed  to  this  war 
were  to  acquiesce,  iu  silent  submission,  to  the 
measures  of  the  Administration  ;  if  our  lips  were 
sealed  ;  if  we  suffered,  amidst  all  the  evils  of  this 
war,  not  a  rnurmur  nor  a  complaint  to  escape  us  • 
still  our  enemy  would  make  the  same  calcula- 
tion upon  the  progress  of  public  opinion  that  she 
now  dues.  She  is  sufliciently  acquainted  with 
the  state  of  things  here— with  our  pursuits  and 
our  habits  and  our  resources — to  anticipate  with- 
out much  difficulty,  and  without  any  commenta- 
ries of  ours,  the  natural  progress  of  this  war,  and 
its  unavoidable  operation  upon  our  best  and  most 
important  interests.  She  knows  whai  France 
has  inflicted  upon  this  country,  and  the  indignant 
sense  which  the  mind  of  every  honest  American 
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Dieriaina  of  ihe  outrages  she  has  commilled  world,  at  this  moment,  stands  indebted  for  its 
lamst  usj     Igrnorani.  indeed,  must  she  be  of  the    liberties.     To    that    nation    oppressed    humanity 

ue  character  of  the  peopleoi  this  country,  if  she  everywhere  turns  her  eye.  Portuaal  and  Soain 
eheves  it  would  long  afford  th^m  .saii>faction  to  hail  her  as  their  deliverer.  What  have  we  to 
rray  ilum.elves,  with  the  French  Emperor,  say  of  ourselves  in  respect  to  Spain  and  Portu«ral  ? 
gainit  the  J'berties  of  the  world.  Such,  indeed,  !  Have  we.  who  ought  to  know  how  lo  feel  for'na- 
irtually.  ns  the  effect— I  will  not  say  the  object—  j  lions  oppressed— have  we  sympathized  with  those 
four  host,!, lies  wi.h  Bniam.  heroic,  those  pallant  people  in  their  strugele  for 

A  remark  which  fell  from  my  honorable  friend    independence  ?      Have  we    triumphed    ai    their 


lear  mc,  ip  respect  to  Great  Britain,  has  given 
,se  to  a  pretty  sharp  philippic  against  the  Gov- 
rnmeat  uf  that  country  ;  which  has  been  repre- 


emancipation.  or  even  acknowledged  it  ?  Have 
we,  in  the  tventful  crisis  of  the  times,  any  way 
acquitted  ourselves  of  the  debt  we  owed   to  hu- 


^nted  as  (occasioning  the  overthrow  and  destruc-    manity  ?     Have  we  not  rather  been  duposed  to 

^on  of  every  ally  with   whom   it  has  been  con- |  profit  of  the  opportunity  of  virtue  and   valor  iq 

^cted.     Among  other  instances,  we  have  been  |  distress,  to  turn  a  longing  eye  towards  the  spoils 

^minded  qfiheravagesandmassacresin  Scotland,    we  might  seize?     Yes,  sir;  Portugal,  and  Spain 

,do  not  know,  sir.  that  glowing  descriptions  of    and    Germany,  and    Russia,   and    Sweden     and 

liKs  kind,  considering  the   high  authority  from    Prussia,  all  hail  our    enemy  with  one  voice  as 

fhich  they  proceed  are  much  calculated,  just  at    their  deliverer.     Holland,  and  Italy,  and  Switz- 

is  raoniept,  to  facilitate  to  us  the  attainment  of    erland.  look  to  her  for  succor.     Joy  and  gratitude 

ace.     Tkey  are  unfortunate,  too,  m  another  re-    spring  up  in  the  bosom  of  even  the  tyrant's  own 

ect.     Th«yare  too  well  adapted   to  make  pass    family.    Nay,  Franceherself  if  she  dared  to  speak 

review  ^.efore  us,  what  has  lately  befallen  our    would  join  the  loudest  in  thegeneral  thanksgiving! 

'D    Cliaracter.  m    the    nrnarpes  ,^f  .^„r    or...;^..  ;„      V,..      ;. 1  .u-   .1  ,  .   *  * 


ro  character,  in  the  progress  of  our  armies  in 
fanada.  When  we  were  referred  to  Scotland 
hrticularl)',  as  the  theatre  of  British  perfidy 
Kid  inhumanity,  it  brought  lo  my  recollection 
^e  accoun,t  given  in  history  of  the  ravages  and 
jaisacre  in  the  valley  of  Glencoe  ;  certainly  one 
(Jthe  mos^  flagrant  and  atrocious  of  the  wrongs 
(>.)mraitt(.>d;  by  Britain  on  that  country.  Let  us 
Ar  a  moment,  if  we  can  venture  to  do  so.  turn 
^r  eyes  t-j  the  points  of  resemblance  between 
tna|  horrij  and  barbarous  tran.^action,  which  took 


Yes,  sir.  and  the  very  gentlemen  here,  who  carry 
on  the  war  so  furiously  against  this  same  Britain, 
are  themselves  thankful  that  she  stood  in  the 
breach,  and  made  a  rampart  for  them.  This, 
then,  was  not  a  time  to  choose  to  go  to  war  with 
her.  She  was  struggling  for  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind, against  the  enemy  of  mankind.  The  liberty 
of  the  world  was  at  stake.  It  was  not  a  time  to 
higgle  about  our  matters  with   her;  and,  beside, 


3»»i  hnrri,!  on^  k;  k           .               ."," **^  ^*^  *"  uccount  ourselves  with  her  enemy, 

Lip  m»n            ^"1;^^;^°"^  tran.vaction,  which  took  that  called,  loudly  called  for  settlement.     In  such 

iace  manv  years  back,  and  what  has  happened,  a  moment-iodeed  at  any  time  was  it  fit   was  it 

'l;r.K?"if,  "/L'/^^r^"'  ^'"'"' '?  ^^^"^'^^  -^^^''^  ^^r  th.  nation  t'o  become  a  Iriend,  a  co- 


Lt(i  the  v;alley  of  Glencoe,  the  residence  of  a 
fcottish  cliieftain,  of  the  name  of  McDonald,  and 
Ifs  numeruis  clan,  the  British  troops  entered,  they 
slid,  as  frijfnds  to  its  inhabitants.  So  did  ours 
lito  CanadH.  It  was  midnight,  and  its  peaceful 
•^nants    wrapped    in    sleep,    when    the    work   of 

'structioa;  commenced  at  Glencoe.     The  >ame 

,  Newark^     It  was  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and 
tie  ground  covered  with  snow.     Just  so  at  New- 

}t.     The  British  officer  had  orders  in  his  pocket 


operator,  an  ally  with  France?  With  France, 
who  has  nevo-  deigned  to  talk  to  us  but  in  the 
language  of  insult  and  opprobrium— who  has 
made  treaties  with  us  only  to  violate  them— who 
with  outstretched  arms  has  invited  our  commerce 
to  her  harbors,  merely  to  plunder  or  destroy  it — 
who  has  insulted  us  with  her  love,  while  she  was 

everywhereburningand  sin  king  our  ships— whose 
every  form  of  Government  tramples  us  under 
foot— whose  republic  chastised  us  with  whips— 


fi.  ,.,ko.    u      I    I       r\         a- ^'^'^»».»    luui — wiiuae  repuuiic  cnasiiseu  us   witn  whiD! 

i^oLd'.t  '.',•..„?:'  ^4'.","  °r.'°?':°'  '"■ .  M'-.p-j-,  ^ "".  course  „f  .h.  .u... 


a-  otved  th^  authority.  So.  I  am  bound  to  pre- 
skme  in  th»s  case,  does  ours.  The  British  officer 
^fos  not  planished.  The  American  officer  is  not 
pjnished.    , 

^t  would" have  been  a  wise  course  io  us,  sir,  if, 
iittead  ol  fuUowii.g  the  bad  examples  of  our  en- 
ejiy,  we  !;ad  profited  by  his  good  examples. 
Whatever  have  Letn  the  faults  of  Britain— even 
i|  we  should  think  that  the  very  evils  which  hu 


have  been  triumphantly  challenged  to  name  a 
single  nation  besides  Britain  that  claims  a  right 
to  aeize  her  subjects  on  board  foreign  ves.sels  at 
sea.  Without  going  at  this  time  into  any  general 
examination  of  the  subject  of  impressment.  I  beg 
leave,  sir,  to  refer  you  to  France,  and  her  conduct 
towards  us,  where  you  will  find  a  precedent  for 
every  outrage.     We  say  distinctly   that  France 

iftniiv  hi     ^nff.roj   r  '  '"l""   |Cla""sand   exercises  this  right.     It  is,  and  long 

e  en tuate]  from  K  f'f  "'^"^r^"  P*^'-  have  I  has  been,  the  fixed,  perman^'ent,  and  immutable 
I*    were  i-dehZl  r  ^  ,'"  ^"'""'  '°  ""'"^^  i  ''^^  °^"  ""  '^"^P'^*'-     ^  *'ave  the  evidence  on  my 

Z  Tulht  ,'0  do  he  ;.."?'  .udependence-yet  still  desk  before  me,  .1  it  is  desired.  The  report  upoL 
^k?n?  L^  h    ,       t-'  1  "^''"^  ^f-  ^^''"''^  t"    °"'  "'^^''  P^"''"  her  practice  under  this  law.    la- 

sEr  sih'.f.n?^  retribution  II  Irom  ber  deed,  her  violence  and  rapine  consider  di.crimi- 
cfe.  ned  h^r  ,J"  1  ^''^"r"'  f'"'"'^'  ^''r^  r  1"""°  ***^"'  of  character.  She  sinks  or  burns 
^ril  state  of  fT  '"""'f'^'  ''•''"'!''^  '''"    "^'^''^  '^'^'P'"  ^"^  '^'S^'^^  '^"^  -''"='  ^hole  crews, 

bur  Dersev  ra„L  /nT~.''  "  I"  ^er  wisdom,  to  j  When  it  suit.s  her.  .he  consigns  those  crews  to 
Y   perseverance  and   valor,  that   the  civilized  J  dungeons,  or  marches  them  m  chains,  like  slaves, 
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immediately   under   the  eye   of  her  soreretgn, 
through    her   land.      The    language    our   s.iilors 
speak  leads  her  into  no   error  with    respect  to  the 
country  to  which   they  belong     Her  prisoners— 
the  subjects' of  her  enemy— Englishmen— they 
receive  not  at  her  hands  such  treatment.     It  i*  a 
cruel  and  barbarous  diMinction.  which  she  prides 
herself  in  keeping  in   store  only  for  those  whom 
she  loves— for  those  whom  she  insultingly   calls 
her  friends  !     With  respect  to  her  own^subjects 
she  acknowledges  no  principle  of   expatriation, 
regards  no  naturalization  ;  and.  that  on  this  head 
we  may  have  no  lurking-place  for  affectation  or 
ignorance,  she  tells  us,  in  so  many  words,  to  our 
very  face,  that  she  claims  the  right  to  recover  her 
subjects,  whether  naturalized   or  not.  and  even 
without  demanding  them.     Nor  does  she  exercise 
this  right  at  sea  only,  but  enters  our  harbors  and 
seizes  and   carries   her  sailors  off  by  force,  and 
without  our  permission  ;  even,  sir,  from  our'rery 
towns.    Indeed,  Mr.  President,  there  is  something 
in  the  mass  and  enormity  of  French  outrage  to° 
wards  this  country  which  goes  beyond  all  power 
of  description    in  language,  and    transcends    all 
power  of  passion  in  nature.     Had  the   inflictions 
of  France  been    less,   had   they   been  somewhat 
minuteand  particular,  our  indignation  might  have 
kept  them  pace;   but  ihey  have  exceeded  I'he  point 
at  which   feeling  ceases,  and  beyond  which  re- 
sentmeul  never  reaches. 

To  conclude— the  consciousness  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the   United  Slates    have  of  all    these  mat- 
ters;  of  the  situation  in  which  Britain  is  at  this 
moment    placed  ;    of    the    imminent    danger    to 
which  the  liberties  of  the  world   have  been  ex- 
posed ;  and  besides,  sir,  the  disastrous  progress  of 
the  war  in  the  direction  we  have  chosen  to  give 
it;  the  necessity  of  abandoning  Canada   if  we 
should  conquer  a  ;  the  still  greater  danger  which 
will  result   from  our  insisting  upon  keeping  it; 
the   immense  stake  we  put  at  hazard   when  we 
abandon  the  defence  of  what  belongs  to  us;  the 
folly  of  letting  go  the  substance  to  grasp  at  some- 
thing worse  than  the  shadow;  our  accumulating 
debt;  our  diminished  revenue  ;  our  wasted  com- 
merce ;  all.  all  equally  impose  upon  us  the  neces- 
sity of  making  this  war  a  war  of  defence.     Let 
it  assume  that  character,  and   I  repeat  again,  no 
vote  of  mine  for  men  or  money  shall  be  withheld. 
Sir.  I  have  done. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Brent,  that  this  bill,  to- 
gether with  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  same  subject,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

And,  alter  fuiher  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
A.NOERSON.  It  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  .Military  Affairs,  and 
that  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  same  committee 
to  consider  and  report  thereou  lo  the  Senate.       ' 


ject  of  compensation  to  the  militia  of  that  Stale 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  ihereon 
to  the  Senate,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  certain  articles  therein 
de>cribed  be  postponed  to  Momlay  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  the  Union 
Bank  ol  Alexandria;  and  amendment  havin<r 
been  proposed,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  Messrs* 
Ander.mo.s.  Daggett,  and  Bledsoe,  further  lo 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  subsist- 
ence for  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  Martha's 
Vineyard.  Block  Island,  and  the  adjacent  islands 
thereto,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BiriH,  of  Georgia,  the  title 
was  amended.  "An  act  authorizing  life  President 
of  the  United  States  to  grant  certain  permissions 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Nantucket." 


Tuesday,  January  18. 
Mr.  Bledsoe   presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  ihe  Slate  of  Kentucky,  on  the  sub« 


1 


W^EDNE-sDAY.  January  19. 
The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
To  Ihe  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  oj  the  I'nited  Utaiea: 

I  lay  belore  Congress  a  report  of  the  acting  Secre- 

;  tary  ol  ihc    Treasurer,  containing  a  sUlement    of  pro- 

j  ceeding.  under  the  "Act  to  regulate  the   laying  out 

and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of 

'  .Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio." 

I      ,  JAMES  MADISON. 

I      Jakuaet  18,  1814. 

j  BOUNTY  FOR  ENLISTMENT. 

j      Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
I  was  referred  the  bill  from  the   House  of  Repre- 
j  sentatives,  entitled  -'An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army. 
j  encouraging  enlistments,  and  authorizing  the  re- 
enlistments.  for  longer   periods,  of   men    whose 
terms  of  service  are  about  to  expire,"  reported  it 
amended. 

He  also  reported  the  bill  which  originated  in 
the  Senate,  on  the  same  subject,  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  first  mentioned,  together  with  the 
atnendments  reported  thereto,  were  resumed  as 
in  Committee  of  tfie  Whole;  and  the  question 
to  agree  to  the  following  amendment,  reported 
by  the  select  committee: 

Section  1,  line  3 — After  the  word  "despatch,"  strike 
out  to  the  end  of  the  section,  and  insert,  in  lieu  there- 
of: "there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  effective 
able-bodied  man,  who  shall,  after  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  be  enlisted  into  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  lo  serve  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or  during 
the  war,  at  his  election,  m  lieu  of  the  bounty  in 
money  now  allowed  by  law,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars;  twenly-five  dollars  of  which  lo  l>e  paid  at  the 
time  of  enlisting  the  recruit,  twenty-five  dollars  when 
he  fihaJl  be  oiiuUred  and  have  jomed  some  military 
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orps  of  t^e  United  States  for  service,  and  the  rcinain- 

g  fifty  (iollir*  when  he  shall  be  discharged  from  aer- 

ire,  and'iball  have  obtained  from  the  commanding 

fficer  of  "his  company,  hattalion,  or  regiment,  a  certi- 

cate  tha^  he  bad  fciithfully  j)erformed  his  duty  while 

1  service;  and  the  heirs  and   represcntitiTes  of  such 

,jon-comn,i8sioned    officers    and    soldiers,    enlisted    as 

'herein bef(»rr   stated,  who  may  be  killed   in  action  or 

jie  m  ihrt  service  of  the   United    States,   shall   be  al- 

fc)wed  anij  paid  the  said  sum  of  fifty  dollars." 

1  And  a,' division  of  the  question  was  called  for, 
Ind  it  w^s  taken  on  striking  out;  and  passed  in 
~^^  afl5rri)ative — yeas  19,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

TiAB— {Messrs.  .\nderson,  Campbell,  Gondii,  Dag- 
ett,  Datia,  Gilman,  Goldsborough,  (Jore,  Horsey, 
lunter.  King,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  Morrow,  Smith, 
ait,   We*ls,  and  Worthington. 

Nais-  Messrs.   Bibb    of  Georgia,    Bledsoe,   Brent, 

rown,C»ace,  Frornentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Howell, 

'.aiiock,  Tiylor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 


i 


I  ,    Thuhsdav,  January  20. 

p  Mr.  Lacock   presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
jtJeTard  Koch  and  others,  praying  an  act  of  incor- 
poration for  a  National  Bank,  for  reasons  slated  at 
^rge  in  tlie  petition;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
ued  to  a  svlect  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mera- 
Ijets.  to  j-onsider  and   report  thereon,   by  bill   or 
iherwi^';  and,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  con- 
ider  the  vote  of  commitment;  and,  on  motion, 
y  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
tition  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Ander-son,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
:<-as  recornmitied  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
^rnbers  t.)  the  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alex- 
^odria,  rtported  it  with  amendments. 
»  Mr.  Campbell  presented  the   petition  of  the 
[resident  .ind  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
fopolis.  praying  an  act  of  incorporation,  for  rea-  , 
f>ns  stated   at  large   in  the  petition,  which  was  ; 
ad.  and  referred  lo  a  select  committee,  to  con-  ' 
derand  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  | 
essrs.  Ca.mpbell,  Smith,  and  Brow.n,  were  ap-  ' 
linted  tl^t  committee. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  appointed 
.^1  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
^irectors  of  the  Washington  Library  Company; 
•*id:  the  bid  was  read,  and  passed  lo  the  second 
ading. 

Mr.  LacC'CK  presented  the  memorial  of  Stephen 
irard.  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that 
bas  established  a  bank  upon  his  own  fortune 
^  d  credit,  and  for  his  own  exclusive  emolument, 
^d  that,  by  the  construction  given  to  the  act  of  ', 
ingress  Iqying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  ' 
c.  he  is  ;excluded  from  the  privileges  enjoyed  ' 
V  dther  iticorporated  banks,  and  praying  relief,  | 
f4r  reasons  istated  at  large  m  the  memorial;  which 
ljas.read.   j  , 

The  PHtsiDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
h(i  Biorqo  and  others,  with  a  copy  of  Smith's  \ 
ujon  of  ^he  lawx  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a  speci-  i 
eq  of  the  style  aiid  manner  in  which  they  pro-  ! 
's#  to  putflish  an  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
lStaies;jand  the  letter  was  read. 
Mr.  HuMTER  presented   the  petition  of  John 

I 

I 


Cahoone,  of  Newport,  in   the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  master  of  the  revenue  cutler  called  the 
Vigilant,  in   behalf  of  himself,  his  officers,  and 
men.  stating  that,    on  the  night  of  the  4th  Octo- 
ber, 1813,  he  fell  in  with  and  captured  a  British 
privateer  called  the  Dart,  which  has  been  libelled 
and  condemned,  and  the  proceeds  decreed  to  the 
United  States  as  not  being  acquired  under  a  prize 
commission,  and  praying  to  be  rewarded  therefor, 
as  is  staled  at  large  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  coo- 
j  sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and 
I  Messrs,   HuNTEH,   S.mith,  and  Gore,  were  ap- 
!  pointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
!  informed  the  Senate  that  Henry  Clay  having 
j  yesterday  resigned  his  seat  as  Speaker,  the  House 
i  of  Representatives  have  made  choice  of  Lano- 
j  DON  CuEVEs,  one  of  the  representatives  from  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  as  their  Speaker. 

BOUNTY  FOR  ENLISTMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  iilling  the  ranks  of  the 
regular  army,  encouraging  enlistments,  and  au- 
thorizing the  re-enlistments,  for  longer  periods,  of 
men  whose  terms  of  service  are  about  to  expire," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Chace,  to  amend  the  re- 
ported amendment,  and  to  strike  out  the  words 
"twenty-five,"  in  the  several  places  where  they 
occur,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  in  the  several 
places  where  stricken  out,  the  word  '"fifty;"  and 
the  word  "  fifty,"  where  it  afterwards  occurs,  to 
be  stricken  out,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
—  v^^eas  12,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Ykas  —  Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledaoe.  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Froraentin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  V'arnum. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, German,  Gilman,  fJoIdsborough,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  Morrow,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  Tail,  Wells,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  strike  out  of  the 
amendment  the  following  words:  -'heirs  and 
representatires."  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof  "  wife 
and  children  ;  and,  if  he  leave  no  wife  or  children, 
the  parents,''  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 17,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledaoe, 
Brent,  Campbell,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Golds- 
borough,  Howell.  Leib,  Mason,  Morrow,  Smith,  Tail, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats  — Messrs.  Chace,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gilman, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Taylor,  Varnum,  and 
Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  add  a  section 
to  the  bill,  to  be  the  third  section,  as  follows: 

"And  be  it  further  enacttd.  That,  from  and  afler 

^^^  'Jiy  of  .  one  thousand   eight    hundred 

and  fourteen,  the  monthly  pay  of  the  non-commjssioned 
officers,  mu.sicians,  privates,  drivers,  bombardiers,  ma- 
trosses,  sappers,  miners,  artificerx,  saddlers,  farriers, 
and  blacksmiths,  who  have  enlisted,  or  shall  hereafter 
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enlist,  in  the  terrice  of  the  United  States,  aliAl],  daring 

the  continuance  of  the  war  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  their  territories,  and  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Briuin  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependen- 
cies thereof,  be  as  follows,  viz:  to  each  sergeant  major 
and  quartermaster's  sergeant  fourteen  dollars ;  to  each 
sergeant  and  principal  musician  thirteen  dollars;  to 
each  corporal  twelve  dollars;  to  each  musician  eleven 
dollars;  to  each  private,  bombardier,  matross,  sapper, 
and  miner,  ten  dollars;  to  each  artificer,  saddler,  farrier, 
and  blackjtraith,  not  attached  to  the  quartermaster 
general's  and  ordnance  departments,  fifteen  dollars." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  0. 
nays  23,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Chace,  German,  Howell, 
Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\nderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Brent, 
Campbell,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gail- 
lard, Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  .Mason,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tumer] 
Wells,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  lo  the 
House  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tcrner,  to  amend  the 
Amendment,  and  strike  out  the  words  "  twenty- 
five,"  where  they  occur  in  the  second  instance, 
and  insert  "seventy-five;"  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion was  called  for  by  Mr.  Dana,  and  it  was 
taken  on  striking  out,  and  passed  in  the  negative 
— yeas  14.  nays  19.  as  follows: 

Ykab — Messrs.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German, 
Howell,  Lacock,  Robinson,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  .Anderson,  Campbell,  Gondii,  Dag- 
gett, Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  .Morrow,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Wells,  and  Worthington. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended. 


Friday,  January  21. 

Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill, 
in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  allowing  a 
bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  pas.sed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
making  further  provision  for  filling  the  rnnks  of 
the  regular  army,  encouraging  enlistments,  and 
authorizing  the  re-enhstments,  for  longer  periods, 
of  men  whose  terms  of  service  are  about  to  ex- 
pire," having  been  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fro.mentin,  it  was  further 
amended,  by  consent,  by  expunging  the  word 
"  to."  in  the  amendment  to  the  first  section. 

Heaohed.  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  on 
the  memorial  of  John  Teackle,  made  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  13th  instant; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GoLDaBoaouGU,  the  me- 1 


morial,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary 

lor  the  Department  of  Navy,  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consider'and  report  thereon,  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Goldsborodgh, 
Fromentin,  and  Smith,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 


Satirday.  January  22. 

Mr.  Daggett  pre.-^ented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Hart,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  Slate  of 
Connecticut,  non-resident  proprietors  of  lands  and 
houses  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  representing  that  a 
discrimination  is  made  in  the  laying  and  collec- 
tion of  the  direct  tax.  between  residents  and  non- 
residents in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  and  that  the  sum 
assessed  on  the  non-residents  far  exceeds  their 
just  proportion  of  the  amount  of  the  tax  assessed, 
and  praying  relief,  for  reasons  staled  at  large  in 
the  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

.Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry 
Champion,  and  others,  on  the  same  subject. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  refer 
them  to  a  select  committee;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Morrow,  it  was  agreed  that  they  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further 
provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army, 
encouraging  enlistments,  and  authorizing  the  re- 
enlistments,  lor  longer  periods,  of  men  whose 
terms  of  service  are  about  to  expire."  They  have 
passed  the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  certain  regiments  therein 
mentioned  lo  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years 
or  during  the  war,"  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  "An  act 
allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States."  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Directors  of  the 
Washington  Library  Company,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

On  motion,  b^  Mr.  Lacock.  the  petition  of 
Jacob  Gerard  Koch,  and  others,  presented  the 
2(}lh  instant,  praying  an  act  of  incorporation  for 
a  National  Bank,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  con.«ist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Smith,  King,  Brown,  Taylor,  and  Gore,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  petition  of  Ste- 
phen Girard.  presented  the  20ih  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  his  bank,  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  Messrs.  Leib.  Lacock,  and  Morrow 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  lo  by  ihe  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further 
provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  ihe  regular  army, 
encouraging  eulisimenu,  and  auihoriziug  the  re- 
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nlisimertls.  for  I<>n«^r  periods,  of  mea  whose 

rras  of  sfrrice  are  about  to  expire." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell, 

IlesolfeA.    That    they   insist  on    their  araend- 
jieats,  anu  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 

t-s  of  thie  two  Houses  ;  and, 

Ordered,    That   Messrs.   Campbell,    Bibb,  of 
|eorgia.  ajid  Smith,  be  the  managers  at  the  said 

nferenctj  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Se'iate  proceeded  to  consider  tlie  amend- 
ents  of  t)ie  Hou^e  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
iititled  ''^n  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
nited  Sidles  to  cause  certain  regiments  therein 
entioned  to  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years 

durinjT  the  war."     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  (hey  do  not  concur  therein. 

The  Seriate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'hole,  tht  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
e  stuck  ffi  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria ;  and, 
1  motion-  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  consideration  there- 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 

y  for.  NPonday  next. 
J  Mr.  Brpnt  presented  the  petition  of  J.  B.  Ni- 
■^olls.  on  behalf  of  himself  and  one  hundred  and 
lie  other  petitioners,  praying  an  act  may  pass  to 
corporate  a  company,  under  the  title  and  firm 
the  Fitie  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria; 
id  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
)mmitteo,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 

otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Br e.^t.  Tcrner,  and 
«acock,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


•  Mo.NDAY,  January  24. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Iformed.ihe  Senate  that  they  insist  on  their  dis- 
^reemerjt  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
i^.e  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provi- 
)n  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army,  en- 
uraginjjr  enlistments,  and  authorizing  the  re-en- 
jtments  for  longer  periods,  of  men  whose  terms 
•ervic-?  are  about  to  expire."  They  agree  to 
|e  conference  proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have 
JtpointeJ  managers  on  their  part. 
TbepHEsiDENT  communicated  the  memorial 
the  Le^>lature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
»jg  the  aid  of  Congress  in  establishing  their  ju- 
',cial  system,  as  is  stated  at  large  in  the  raemo- 
whioh  was  rt>ad. 


Whole,  the  consi(!eration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo* 
rate  the  Directors  of  the  Washington  Library 
Company  ;  and,  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  accordingly,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Mason  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  ii  a 
principal  and  indispensable  office  in  the  adminiitratioa 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 

That  the  duties  of  this  office  are  at  all  timrs  im- 
portant ;  that,  at  the  present  time,  when  plans  of  finance 
are  to  be  devised,  taxes  to  be  imposed,  loans  to  be  ob- 
tained, and  large  sums  of  money  to  be  expended  and 
accounted  for,  these  duties  have  become  more  arduous  ; 
and  that  the  talents,  integrity,  and  diligence  of  a  com- 
petent and  responsible  officer  are  alone  sufficient  to 
discharge  them  ; 

That,  by  his  Message  of  the  7th  of  June  last,  the 
Prebident  of  the  United  States  informed  the  Senate 
that  he  had  commissioned  .Albert  Gallatin,  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  to  proceed  to 
Russia,  and  there,  with  others,  to  negotiate  treaties  of 
peace  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  a  treat; 
of  commerce  with  Russia  ; 

That,  pursuant  to  such  commission,  Albert  Gallatin 
departed  from  the  United  States  in  the  month  of  May 
last,  and  hath  ever  since  been,  and  still  remains,  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  United  States ; 

That,  by  reason  of  the  said  commissioning,  depar- 
ture, and  absence  from  the  United  States  of  the  said 
Albert  (iailatin,  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
became  vacant,  and  is  now  vacant ; 

That  such  vacancy  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  affects  the  public  credit,  retards  the  cur- 
rent service,  endangers  the  general  welfare,  and  ought 
no  longer  to  exist. 


TuEaoAY.  January  25. 
The  bill   to  incorporate   the  Directors  of  the 
Washington  Library  Company  having    been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  more  efleciual  en- 
forcing of  the  non-importation  laws,  by  forbid- 
ding the  courts  to  deliver  to  the  claimants  pend- 
ing the  trial,  merchandise  or  other  articles  seized 
On  nioiton.  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  memorial  of  I  under  the  same;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
'illiam  Hart  and  Henry  Champion,  and  other<.    concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


n-residejit  proprietors  of  lands  and  houses  in  the 
^ate  of  Ohio,  presented   the  22J  instant,  was  re- 
red  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
rt  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and   Messrs. 
4GGETT.  Morrow,  and  Gore,  were  appointed 

committee. 
The  Senate  'esumed.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
/.'hole,  t}ie  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 

te  PresiJeot  of  the  United  States  to  permit  the 
parture,  of  Paul  Cuffee  from  the  United  States, 
rjiih  a  vrtssel  and  cargo  for  Sierra  Leone,  in  Afri- 
%.  and  tt^  return  with  a  cargo. 
*  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborouoh.  the  further 
tonsiderfaiion  thereof  was  postponed. 
J  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  sub.scribers  to  the  stock  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Alexandria;  and,  after  debate,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
lo-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  amend- 
j  ments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
I  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
j  ing  further  provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the 
regular  army,  eucouraging  enlistments,  and  au- 
1  thorizmg  the  re-enlistments,  for  longer  periods,  of 
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meo  whose  terras  of  service  are  about  to  expire," 
reported  that  the  conferees  had  agreed  to  certain 
modifications  of  the  amendments,  and  the  report 
was  read  ;  and  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills 
having  reported  it  correctly  engrossed, 

jRefolced.  That  ihe  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
their  amendments,  as  that  the  bill  be  amended  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  certain  articles  therein  men- 
tioned; and.  after  debate,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  permit  the 
departure  of  Paul  Cuflee  from  the  United  States 
with  a  vessel  and  cargo  for  Sierra  Leone,  in  Afri- 
ca, and  to  return  with  a  cargo. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas  18,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

Ykab— Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Daggett.  Dana, 
Gaillard,  Giles,  Gilman,  (Joldslwrough,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  Morrow,  Smith,' 
and  Varnum. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Condit,  Fromen- 
tin,  Lacock,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 


Wednesoay,  January  26. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  effec- 
tual enforcing  of  the  non-importation  laws,  by 
forbidding  the  courts  to  deliver  the  claimants, 
pending  the  trial,  merchandise  or  other  articles 
seized  under  the  same;"  was  read  the  second 
time,  .ind  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the 
9ih  Deceml^er.  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  ransoming 
of  fhips  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
goods  or  merchandise  on  board  the  same,  captured 
by  enemies  thereof,"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  certain  articles  therein  de-  ! 
scribed,  together  with  the  amendments  proposed  ' 
thereto;  and,  having  agreed  to  sundry  amend- 
ments, on  motion,  by  Mr.  Chace.  to  agree  to  the 
seventh  section  of  the  bill,  amended  as  follows:     I 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and  every  | 
officer  of  the  customs  (when  making  any  search  or  I 
seizure  authorized  by  this  act,)  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
empowered  to  command  any  person,  who  shall  be  pre-  I 
sent  at  the  time  of  making  such  search  or  seizurs,  for  I 
the  purpose  of  f-uppressing  pny  resistance  by  force  i 
which  may  be  offered  or  justly  apprehended,  to  aid  and  ! 
assist  »uch  officer  in  the  discharge  and  performance  of  \ 
his  duty  therein.  And  if  any  person,  being  so  com-  i 
manded,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  aid  and  assist  such  I 
officer  in  making  such  search  or  seizure,  the  person  so 
neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 

eaceediug ,  to  be   recovered  in  an  action  of  debt  i 

I 


I  or  by  information  or  indictment  before  any  court  proper 

I  to  try  tke  same." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  17, 
j  nays  8,  as  follows: 

i       Ykas— Messrs.    Bibb   of  Georgia,  Bledsoe,    Brent, 
j  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  La- 
cock,  Leib,  Morrow,    Robinson,   Smith,   Taylor,  Var- 
num, and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.    Daggett,  Dana,  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Gore,  King,  Lambert,  and  Mason. 
And,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thursday,  January  27. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  permit  the  departure  of 
Paul  Cuffee  from  the  United  States,  with  a  vessel 
and  cargo,  for  Sierra  Leone,  in  Africa,  and  to 
return  with  a  cargo,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

PROHIBITION  OF  CERTAIN  IMPORTS. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as   in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the   consideration  of  the    bill  to  prohibit 
the   importation   of  certain   articles   therein   de- 
scribed ;  and,  the  bill  havin?  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fhomenti.n,  to  add  a  new 
I  section,  as  follows: 

,      '-And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be   construed  so  as  in  anv  manner 
i  to  contravene  the  righu  secured  to  French  ships  com- 
ing directly  from  France  or  any  of  her  colonies,  loaded 
only  with  the    produce  or   manufactures  of  France  or 
'  her  said  colonies ;  and  to  the  ships  of  Spain  coming 
I  directly  from  Spain  or  any  of  her  colonies,  loaded  only 
:  with    the   produce   or   manufactures    of  Spain   or   her 
I  colonies,  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty   between 
j  the  United  Sutcs  of  America  and  the  French  Repub- 
j  he,  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  of  .\pril,  1803  ;" 
I      It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  insert,  section  1, 
line  11,   after   -'value."   '-except  nankeens  from 
i  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good   Hope;"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Gore  moved  to  strike  out.  from  section  1, 
lines  8,  9,  10,  and  11,  'any  article  manufactured 
or  composed  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  is  the 
material  of  chief  value;  any  article  manufac- 
tured or  composed  of  cotton,  or  of  which  cotton 
is  the  article  of  chief  value,  except  nankeens  from 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope." 

Mr.  Gore  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  President— I  have  listened,  sir.  with  undi- 
vided attention,  to  learn  if  there  were  any  sub- 
stantial reasons  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  can 
perceive  none,  that  are  even  specious.  We  may 
be  confident,  from  the  known  indu>try.  ingenuity, 
and  information  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee,  who  introduced  the  subject,  that,  if 
any  such  existed,  he  would  have  produced  thera. 
Indeed,  sir,  the  gentleman  considers  the  proposed 
measure  as  a  mere  supplement  to  another,   viz: 
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fee  DOD-rjaporiation  law;  the  policy  of  which  is 
\>l   to   bv'  brought  into  question,  at  the  present 
ymp.  andoti  the  present  occasion. 
I  S^houla  that  law  be  deemed  improper,  the  only 
lotle.  in  which  he  thinks  its  wisdom  and  policy 
an;  be  di>cus?ed,  will  be  lo  offer  a  motion  for  its 
"p^al.     it  is  not  clear,  to  my  mind,  how  the  pro- 
riety  of  this  bill  can  be  decided,  which  is  a  mere 
Incident,  without  considering  the  merits  of  the 
fincipal  measure  to  which  it  is  to  be  attached,  and 
hich  it  IS  intended  to  enforce.    If  the  act,  which 
lyiis  is  to  execute,   was  originally  wrong,  or  has 
|j|ecome    so  now,   although    at    first    proper,    we 
"ight.  at  least,  to  refrain   from  doing  anything 
hich  mqiy  give  it  strength.     This  is  yet  in  our 
wer.      To  repeal  the  Taw  does  not  depend  on 
isi  Houkse;  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
iL^aj-  refu'e  its  concurrence.     Should  that  body 
(J,oncur.  t^je  President   may  decline  to  afford  his 
Aipyobaliiin  ;  and  considering  how  dear  this  sys- 
»m  is  to  him.   we  have  a   moral    certainty   he 
•ould  noi.   I  am,  therefore,  not  satisfied  to  follow 
■'  e  advice  of  the  honorable  chairman,  by  obeying 
e  rules  which  he  has  prescribed  to  himself,  and 
hich  serm  to  have  induced  him  to  rest  the  bill, 
iticipaliy,  if  not  altogether,  on  the  Mes-^age  of 
e  President.     He,  too,  sir,  has  omitted   to  offer 
*Y  grouods  for  the  opinion  he  has  been  pleased 
f»  advani**-.     The  recommendation  of  the  Presi- 
■^  n:  is.  u.iJoubtedly.  entitled  to  the  most  respect- 
'  <»tient(on  ;  but  we  have  no  right,  by  our  votes, 
sanctio^ti  error,  from  whatever  ."^ource  it  may 
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?.  Vv'e  ought  to  refrain  from  acting,  until 
r  mind's  are  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the 
?asure  ..-commended.  We  have  already,  sir. 
thoui  any  evidence  of  the  assumed  fact  on 
i«rh  it  Was  recommended,  contrary  to  the  con- 
irtion  ofa  majority  of  this  House  I  cannot  say, 
ll  I  may  say,  contrary  to  the  avowed  conviction 
Jscme  who  voted  for  the  measure,  passed  a  bill, 
i*.oi9edierie  to  the  will  of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
H|aii^h  subjects  all  our  citizens  to  immense  loss 
Hd  privaijon;  which  dooms  large  and  populous 
dfr'tricts  o.'  our  country  to  want  and  wretched- 
tAhs;  which  pronounces  to  the  world,  that  the 
c*iz*ns  ot  the  United  States  cannot  be  trusted 
o*t  ()f  the:  immediate  eye  of  the  Government; 
ili-tt  !redu<)es  the  country  to  a  desert,  and  then 
Cfiav^rts  ii-into^  prison  for  its  miserable  inhabit- 
ants,,undej  all  the  regulations  of  military  disci- 

lEnough,  sir.  has  been  done,  1  hope,  to  satisfy 
it*  i^residint.  and  the  world  at  large,  of  bis 
wtight  and  influence  in  this  honorable  and  inde- 
piideni  bri^nch  of  the  Legislature.  Let  us.  then. 
o4lhe  present  occasion,  examine  this  Message,  at 
le|st  those  parts  of  it  which  relate  to  the  subject 
bf^orje  U5,  with  all  the  deference  which  is  due  to 
tli|i:  President,  and  with  all  the  freedom  which  is 
rt-{]U(;red  by  our  paramount  duty  to  the  public. 

rrije  Message  declares,  that   •' the  tendency  of 

* '^ur  commercial   and  narigation    laws,  in  their 

fe-jent  state,  to  favor  the  enemy,  and    thereby 

Oolong  iJie  war,  is  more  and  more  developed  by 

;'    Xp*rien(;e.   Abuse?  of  a  like  tendency  take  place 

i  fur  import  trade;  British  fabrics  and  products 

>  ;  1 


•  find  their  way  into  our  ports,  under  the  name 
'  and  trom  the  ports  of  other  countries." 

"To  shorten  as  much  as  possible  the  duration 

•  of  the  war,   it  is  indispensable  that  the  enemy 

•  should  feel  all  the  pressure  that  can  be  given  to 
'  it.  The  restraints  will  affect  those  most  who 
'  are  most  ready  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  their 
"  country  in  pursuit  of  their  own." 

The  evil  complained  of  is  the  tendency  of  our 
navigation  and  commercial  laws,  by  allowing  the 
importation  of  articles  of  a  kind  like  to  those 
manufactured  in  England,  to  introduce  British 
fabrics  and  products;  to  favor  the  enemy,  and 
prolong  the  war. 

The  remedy  proposed,  is  the  express  and  abso- 
lute prohibition  of  all  such  articles,  from  what- 
ever country  they  may  come.  The  object  is  to 
cause  such  a  pressure  on  the  foe  as  to  shorten  the 
war;  that  is,  to  compel  him  to  accede  to  our 
terms.  It  cannot  be  forgotten,  that  our  commer- 
cial and  navigation  laws  prohibit,  under  heary^ 
penalties,  the  introduction  of  all  articles  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; that  our  criminal  laws  are  very  severe  on 
those  who  obtain  such  articles  by  trading  with 
the  enemy.  With  all  these  laws  against  offend- 
ers, and  penalties  imposed  on  all  concerned  in  the 
importation  of  British  goods,  it  is  diflicult  to  con- 
ceive that  any  amount  of  the  prohibited  articles 
can  be  imported,  at  most  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
afford  lo  Great  Britain  any  essential  means  to 
cfirry  on  the  war.  It  is  more  difficult  to  conceive 
wnat  tendency  such  laws  have  lo  brin?  into  our 
ports  British  fabrics  and  products. 

The  President  has  been  pleased  to  say.  that  ex- 
perience more  and  more  developes  these  facts  and 
consequences.  Let  us  then,  sir.  appeal  to  expe- 
rience, to  ascertain  the  pressure  that  is  likely  to 
be  made  by  the  prohilntion  proposed,  and  its  ef- 
fects OQ  the  enemy.  In  our  Revolutionary  con- 
test we  endeavored,  by  refusing  lo  import  her 
manufactures,  to  oblige  Great  Britain  to  Inien  to 
our  just  complaints.  We  were  aided  by  the  great 
body  of  her  merchants  and  manufacturers,  trading 
to  this  country,  by  some  of  the  most  opulent  of  her 
corporations,  and  by  the  talents  and  eloquence  of 
her  most  distinguished  and  influential  statesmen. 
All  these  were  without  effect  ;  she  disregarded 
the  pressure,  and  was  inexorable  to  our  com- 
plaints. 

The  war  ensued,  and  laws  against  the  importa- 
tion of  all  goods  the  growth,  produce,  and  maou- 
lacture  of  Great  Britain,  were  enacted.  No  one 
will  doubt  those  laws  were  a."  faithfully  executed 
then  as  now.  The  pressure,  whatever  it  was,  had 
not  the  smallest  effect.  She  swerved  not  from 
her  purpose,  until  all  Europe  engaged  in  the  war 
against  her;  until  we  had  captured  two  of  her 
largest  and  best  appointed  armies,  under  the  com- 
mand of  her  most  renowned  and  illustrious  Gene- 
rals, nor  until  an  hostile  fleet  swept  the  British 
Channel,  and  braved  her  navy  in  her  own  ports. 
In  the  Spring  of  1806  we  again  uplifted  lhi« 
weapon,  so  terrible  in  our  eyes,  so  harmless  in 
her's;  we  pass-d  a  law  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  articles,  of  the  manufacture  of 
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Great  Britain;  but  the  blow  was  suspended  for 
seven  months;  at  the  end  of  this  time,  eight 
months  more  of  grace  were  allowed  to  the  alleged 
offenders  against  our  rights,  with  a  power  to  the 
Fresident  to  extend  the  time  six  months  longer, 
m  which  she  might  redeem  our  favor.  No  effect 
was  produced.  Shortly  after  the  lapse  of  this 
term,  a  general  embargo  was  imposed.  In  March 
1809,  when  President  Jefferson,  and  his  very  ob- 


ScRATe. 


sequious  Congress,  who,  at  his   mere 


suggestion. 


passed  that  abominable  act,  and  its  arbitrary  and 
unconstitutional  supplements,  were  obliged  lo  ca- 
pitulate  with    public    opinion,    and    repeal  their 
odious  laws,    a   non-intercourse  was  established 
against  France  and  England,  and  conditions  held 
out   to  these  great  Powers,  a  compliance  with 
which  should   relieve  them  from   this   dreadful 
pressure.     On  application  to  one  of  them  to  ac- 
cept our  good  will  and  custom,  and  aid  in  extri- 
cating us  from   the  effects  of  our  own  folly    we 
were  tauntingly  told  that  Great  Britain  had  no 
interest  in  the  repeal  of  our  laws,  nor  in  relieving 
us  from  the  awkward  predicament  in  which  we 
had  been  pleased  to  place  ourselves.    By  the  other, 
our  ships  were  burned,  our  property  plundered, 
our  national  character,  our  Government,  and  peo- 
ple insulted  and  reviled   in   the  grossest  manner, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  world.    All  this  was  borne 
with  a  patience  that  was  never  surpas-^ed  by  the 
meanest  of  vas.<ial  nations,  and  unequalled  by  any 
that  ever  made  the  smallest  pretensions  to  inde- 
pendence.     In   this  exercise    of  our    restrictive 
energies,  according  to  the  strange  language  of  the 
day,  we  reaped  nothing  but  misfortune  and  dis- 
grace.    At  length,  smarting  under  the  failure  of 
our  abortive  schemes,  and  stung  with  the  morti- 
fying conviction    that   the   world   saw   and   ridi- 
culed our  extreme  weakness,  in  attempting  such 
mighty  ends  by  such   feeble   means,  we  rushed.  ' 
unprovided  and  unprepared,  into  a  war  of  arms! 
with  a  nation  amply  provided  and  well  prepared 
lo    contend    with    all   the  Powers   of    the    earth. 
Thus  much  for  our  experience  of  the   pre.ssure, 
and  the  effects  thereof  on  Great  Britain,  by  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  her  manufactures. 

We  can  draw  still  deeper  on  experience,  to  test 
the  soundness  or  futility  of  such  measures,  if  we 
will  revert  to  the  efforts  of  ihe  potent  Emperor  of 
France  on  Great  Britain.  To  aid  his  numerous 
armies  in  the  conquest  of  those  proud  islanders, 
he  prohibited  the  use  of  her  manufactures,  not 
only  in  his  own  dominions,  and  in  those  of  his 
vas^sal  States,  but  throughout  all  Europe  ;  and  for 
many  years  he  succeeded  in  causing  this  prohibi- 
tion to  be  general  over  the  Continent.  No  foot- 
hold could  Great  Britain  obtain  on  which  lo 
empty  her  overloaded  stores  and  magazines,  but 
some  distant  island  or  some  obscure  port  in  the 
North  Sea.  She  was  shut  out  from  the  market  of 
more  than  an  hundred  millions  of  people,  by  this 
seemingly  all-powerful  monarch;  undismayed 
she  met  the  world  in  arms,  bore  every  privation 
lor  the  loss  of  open  markets  for  the  labor  of  her 
people,  and  the  products  of  her  vast  possessions, 
without  discovering  the  smallest  symptoms  of 
yielding  an  iota  of  her  pretensions.     Her  proud 


and  unbending  neck  spurned  the  yoke.  It  bent 
not  the  least,  although  we  too  added  our  mite  to 
the  pressure.  She  never  hesitated  between  the 
a  ternative  of  no  trade,  or  a  surrender  of  what 
she  deemed  her  rights.  The  effects  of  her  firm- 
ness and  perseverance  are  not  likely  to  render  her 
more  submissive  to  the  blows  we  have  inflicted. 
I  or  to  those  we  are  preparing  for  her  by  this  bill, 
bhe  now  has  all  the  world  courting  her  trade  and 
receiving  her  products,  diminished  France'and 
impoverished  America  excepted. 

When  she  considers  how  successfully  she  met 
her  numerous  foes,  armed  also  with  prohibitions 
and  proscriptions  of  her  products  on  every  foot  of 
land,  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Mediterranean,  and 
compares  the  situation  of  her  then  enemies  with 
that  of  our  fallen  country,  will  she  be  frightened 
into  submission  by  the  increased  pressure  of  this 
act?     She  attempts  to  capture  our  ships,  to  de- 
stroy our  trade,  and   prevent  us  from    receiving 
supplies  from  abroad.    We  co-operate  most  man- 
fully in  this  work  of  ruin;  nay,  we  do  more  to 
this  end,  in  a  few  short  days,  than  she  could  do 
in  many  years.    We  annihilate  our  ships,  destroy 
our  produce,  imprison  all  our  citizens,  suffer  not 
one  to  escape  from  the  United  States,  doom  whole 
States  to  sloth  and  famine,  allow  no   man,  wo- 
man, or  child,  to  cross  a  river  or  bay  without  per- 
mission from  the  President,  to  obtain  the  smallest 
comfort  in  the  greatest  need,  break  down  all  the 
barriers  heretofore  thought  necessary  to  the  sup- 
port of  public  and    individual   liberty,  disregard 
the   provisions  of  our  Constitution,  and   subject 
ourselves  .and   property  to  martial  law.     When 
our  vindictive  foe  has  obtained  so  efficient  an 
ally,  in  bringing  destruction  on  the  people  of  this 
coiintry.  he  may  cheerfully  sustain  the  loss  which 
will  be  incurred  by  retaining  at  home,  or  selling 
at  a  reduced  price,  the  few    blankets   that  raitrht 
be  smuggled   into  the   United    States    by    some 
crafty  foreigner  from  a  neutral  port. 

The  remedy  proposed  for   this  enormous  evil 
as  It  is  believed,  the  practice  of  which  is  supposed 
to  afford  to  Great  Britain  the  power  of  continu- 
ing the  war  against  us.  is  an  express  and  absolute 
prohibition  of  articles  of  a  kind  like  to  those  of 
Bnush  fabrics  from  all  countries.     The  existing 
laws  render  liable  to  forfeiture  all  British  goods, 
and  three  times  their  value,  and  the  vessel  or  car- 
nage whichshallconvey  them.  These  laws,  more- 
over, render  the  master  of  the  vessel,  and  all  par- 
ties to  the  offence,  liable  to  heavy  and  severe  pen- 
alties, and  superadd   to  those  inflicted  by  public 
law,  and  by  the  common  law  of  the  land,  other 
and  more  aggravated  penalties. 

If  the  people  of  the  United  States  be  as  profli- 
gate, as  the  Message  referred  to  supposes  them, 
and  do  now  risk  all  the  tines  amJ  forfeitures,  pains' 
and  penalties,  to  which  they  are  liable,  will  such 
an  act  as  the  one  proposed  effectually  secure  the 
entire  exclusion  of  such  goods  ? 

The  Emperor  of  France,  I  will  not  say  more 
despotic  in  the  quality  of  his  laws  than  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  but  possessing 
greater  power,  exerted  all  the  ingenuity  of  his  in- 
quisitive policy,  and  employed  his  vast  means,  to 
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ydftecl  ;)ffeQces  against  his  prohibilury  statutes,  and  restrain  them  from  the  sad  privilege  of  seek- 
taud,  ween  detected,  punished  them  with  uniniti-  I  ing  abroad  that  bread  which  you  will  not  permit 
*g|ted  -evenly,  Yt-t  the  prohibited  goods  were  I  them  to  earn  at  home.  They  will  feel  themselves 
fid  be  found  ia  every  part  of  tlie  Continent,  and  in  |  degraded  and  insulted  by  being  told,  that  they 
•  the  very  heart  of  his  dominions.  Surely  such  a  mu^l  fight  the  enemy  for  their  rights.' when  the 
Jllessoo  will  not  be:  lost  on  any  Legislature,  guided  j  Government,  which  ought  to  be  their  friend  and 
Vby  a  sound  di>cretion.  nor  on  any  man  not  prede- j  protector,  deprives  them  of  all  their  right.s  of 
^errained  to  shut  bis  eyes  against  the  light  of  ex-  I  even  the  means  of  obtaining  subsistence,  and  at 
^erience.  j  the  same  time  renders  them  the  scoff  and  ridicule 

V,    It  IS  not  merely  the  experience  of  the  present    of  the  world. 

ijjay  lo'which  I  would  ask  the  attentiou  of  gen- 1  Would  to  Heaven,  sir,  the  Government  micrhi 
filemen.  The  experience  of  all  times,  and  of  ail  awake  from  its  own  fatal  illusions,  before  it' be 
Tpaiionj.  lias  shown  that  the  most  arbitrary,  even  '  too  late,  before  the  people  shall  awake  to  the  de- 
.4he  inosi  sanguinary  provisions  of  the  best  exe-  i  formity  of  that  despotism  which  debases  and  op- 
jiuied  laws  are  ineffectual  against  the  introduc    j  presses  them  ! 

gion  of  fureign  commodities,  which  are  better  and  I  The  President  tells  you  the  restraints  will  af- 
».heaper  than  the  domestic.  It  has  been  truly  '  feet  those  most  who  are  most  ready  to  sacrifice 
-■j-aid.  the  strongest,  the  highest  bars,  that  ihe  ty-  i  the  interests  of  their  country  in  pursuit  of  their 
-apny  o.  folly  of  Government  can  er^ct,  always  own.  These  restraints  will  affect  all  who  use 
'ave,  and  we  may  therefore  safely  predict  always  I  any  articles  like  those  which  are  prohibited.  The 
nil,  prore  powerless  against  the  cheapness  of;  bill  grants  a  monopoly  to  the  manufacturer  at 
Jceign  articles.  Private  interest  will  either  over-  i  the  expense  of  every  one  who  wears  the  article 
^eap  or  burst  them  asunder.  Laws  against  the  !  which  he  makes.  You  tax  the  weaver  the  dif- 
joqg-conijnued  habits, and  the  manifest  benefit  of  '  ference  that  is  occasioned  in  price,  by  want  of 
^  people,  serve  but  to  corrupt  their  morals,  to  ;  those  commodities,  which  would  have  been  ira- 
jiomproniit  the  character  of  Government,  to  ex-  I  ported  had  not  your  prohibition  been  imposed 
Mo>e  Its  vyeakness,  and  finally  to  render  it  both!  By  the  destruction  of  commerce  with  its  de- 
pdious  and  coniempiible.  :  pendant   arts,   and    the    flattering    bounties    you 

>,.,,  .°  ^^"^''''  ^^^  miserable  system,  of  which  this!  thereby  heap  on  the  favored  manufactures,  you 
.^  I  IS  to  be  the  keystone,  more  palatable,  we  are  [  prematurely  seduce  the  capitalists  of  the  country 
j)ld  encouragement  will  hereby  be  aff-.rded  to  i  into  new  aud  untried  employments.  When  peace 
fiur  own  dianulactures.  This  comes  wiih  an  ill  j  returns,  and  trade  shall  be  restored,  should  that 
^r»ce.  ioiieed.  from  that  Government  which  ha?  ever  be  the  case,  these  manufactures  will  not 
j^cst  unSeelingly  destroyed  all  the  numerous  I  compete  with  foreign.  They  will  then  be  de- 
paoufdciures  that  spring  t>om,  and  are  supported  j  stroyed  with  the  same  apathy  that  is  now  dis- 
■y,  navigation  and  commerce.  Manufactures  covered  in  the  destructioQ  of  others  that  are  more 
(|iat  inspire  healtti.  courage,  fiimness,  and  intre-  j  useful.  From  the  high  price  of  labor  in  Ameri- 
iidjty,  loiit  nerve  the  arm  and  invigorate  the  |  ca.  the  cheapness,  quantity,  and  excellence  of  our 
"lAd,  ihii  providt)  you  men.  at  all  times,  able  and  |  lands,  and  the  profitable  employment  of  capital 
I'ling  to  defend  the  soil  blessed  by  their  indus-  |  in  foreign  commerce,  we  cannot  expect  to  maa- 
Aj-y,  and  i(>  advance  the  glory  of  a  nation  that  has  i  ufaciure  many  articles  so  cheap  as  they  can  be 
^e  wisdofa  to  pri>lect  and  cherish  tliem.  |  afforded  from  other  countries,  less  fortunately  sit- 

^  Instead'of  these  hardy  employments  you  offer  |  uaied.     Such  will,  then,  be  imported,  and  the  nu- 

fie  loom  ind  suutJle.     You  huddle  together  men.  i  merous  adventurers  in  these  new  establishments 
omen,  j.Td  children,  in   one  contaminated  and  i  must  fail.     Sad.  but  certain  result  of  not  leaving 
^Jtjlamir/ating  mass,  and    will  -soon  render  your,  to  the  sagacity  of  individuals,  at  all  times  more 

iiien  mor^   effeminate   than   your  women.      You     (juick-siguted  and  intelligent  on  subjects  of  this 
><e  sentenced  the  sons  of  industry  and  enter-  |  sort   than  the  wisest  Governments,   the  employ- 
^^i-ie  to  p«?aury  and  want,  and  expect  to  stifle  their  I  raent  of  their  wealth,  and  the  exercise  of  their 
npplainis  by  sending  them  to  work  at  a  ma- |  own  industry. 

Iiiue,  wiiere  an  idiot  can  work  as  skilfully  as  I  All  writers,  sir,  on  political  economy;  all  na- 
ein.elvi's.  and  a  feeble  girl  of  ten  years  of  age  |  tions,  except  our  own  ;  all  statesmen,  except  those 
n  earn  as  much.  ,  who  rule  the  destinies  of  the  United  States  ;  are 

1  know,  sir,  the  people  of  this  country  are  pa-  i  satisfied  of  the  vast  importance  of  commerce  to 
'lit  beyvnd  all  example.  They  have  believed  the  population,  the  riches,  and  prosperity  of  a 
e  Gove/omeut  was  not  hostile  to  their  inter- j  country  ;  that,  with  it.  are  inseparably  connected 
Is.  Tljey  have  been  taught  to  think  the  priva-  j  individual  wealth  and  national  power,  of  which 
)n  ihey  endured  was  a  necessary  price  for  the;  it  is  essentially  the  source  and  support.' 
otectiow  ol  their  rights,  aud  the  support  of  their ;  From  some  cause,  which  I  will  not  now  under- 
eedom.;  1  his  opiate,  wluch  has  been  so  pl-nii- !  take  to  develope.  but  which  is,  at  last,  pretty 
lly  adiiiini^iereil.  must,  and  will  lujo  its  effect.  ,  well  understood  throughout  this' country  the  ef- 
_hey  cannot  continue  the  dupes  of  that  policy.  ;  forts  of  our  Government  have  all  tended  directly 
$V  whicl^  they  are  so  manifestly  the  viciims.  I  to  the  destruction  of  commerce.  To  this  end  it 
^hey  wit  not  Muop  to  beg;  they  cannot  see  their  |  has  been  loaded  with  ail  the  shackles  and  retstric- 
ives  anil  children  perish  with  hunger  and  na-  lions  for  which  any  pretence  could  be  invented, 
Vfdness.  ,  You  talce  from  them  their  livelihood,  I  and  to  as  high  a  degree,  aud  as  long  as  the  pa- 
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tieoce  of  the  people  would  bear.  Congress  has 
now  finally  suppressed  all  that  can  be  exercised 
by  our  own  citizens,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

The  little  remnant  which  had  been  spared  from 
prohibitions,,   proscriptions,  embargoes,  and   war 
measures  against   Great  Britain,  at  the  evident 
hazard  of  offending  the  few  friends  which  remain 
to  us  in  the  civilized  world,  is  now  to  be  sacri- 
ficed 10  this  exterminatingspirit.     Not  an  article, 
of  which  wool  or  cotton  is  an  ingredient,  is  to  be 
admitted  from  abroad.     By  far  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  the  apparel  of  the  whole  population  of 
this  country,  is  composed  of  wool  or  cotton.     It 
cannot  be  pretended  that  one-half  the  supply  ne- 
cessary to  cover  our  citizens  from   absolute  na- 
kedness, can   be  made  at  home.     Without  recur- 
ring to  the  uncertain  accounts,  of  who  makes  and 
where  these   goods  are  made,  and  the  quantities 
that  interested  manufacturers  pretend  can  be  de- 
livered, there  is  one  fact  known  to  every  one  that 
puts  this  question  beyond  all  doubt:  notwithsiand- 
tng  the  immense  influx  of  those  articles  in   the 
Autumn  of  1812.  and  the  quantities  wfiich  we  are 
told  find  their  way  into  the  United  States  from 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  from  other  parts  of  the 
world,  goods  of  this  kind,  especially  of  the  coarser 
sort,  and  such  as  are  used  almost  exclusively  by 
the  poor,  have  been  sold  for  a  year  past  at  three 
times  the  amount  of  their  original  cost,  whereas 
in  common  and  ordinary  times,  forty,  or  at  most 
hlty  percent,  advance,  on  the  first  price,  was  con- 
sidered sufficient  to  pay  all  charges,  and  afford  a 
nand.some  profit  to  the  importer.' 

If  the  bill  passes,  and  effects  the  exclusion  which 
IS  expected,  the  rich  must,  and   will  pay  the  mo- 
nopoly   price  of  the    manufacturer.      Tlie  poor 
must  suffer  extreme  distress.   Formerly,  the  num- 
ber of  this  class  was  small,  and  it  has  become 
very  large,  and  soon  will  embrace  a  majority  of 
our  citizens.      On  them  will  fall  these  restraints 
Wherein  have  they  been  willing  to  sacrifice  the 
interests  of  the  country  in  pursuit  of  their  own  ^ 
Their  poverty  is  their  only  crime,  and  this  can- 
not be  charged  on   them.     It   flows  directly  and 
palpably  from  the  Government.    They  have  been 
generally,  both  in  faith  and  practice,  devoted  to 
the  Administration. 

Well  may  they  exclaim,  what  have  we  done  to 
merit  from  your  hands  both  nakedness  and  hunger? 
All  this  IS  to  be  inflicted  and  suffered  under  the  no- 
tion, that,  by  such  pitiful  schemes,  you  can  com- 
pel the  most  opulent,  the  most  powerful,  and  the 
most  prosperous,  and  the  proudest  nation  on  the 
earth,  to  receive  .the  law  at  your  hands,  and  to 
accept  peace  on   your  own   terms.     I  forbear  to 
press  this  subject  further.     I  am  persuaded,  sir 
and  I  trust  this  House,  if  it  will  exercise  its  own 
judgment,  will  also  be  persuaded  that  this  bill   if 
passed  into  a  law.  can  have  no  other  effect  than 
to  render  the  nation  ridiculous,  and   to    ncrease 
the  misery  and  distress  of  a  loyal  and   faithful 
people,  already  bowed   to  the  earth  with  priva- 
tions and  sufferings.     There  is  one  other  consid- 
eration in  the  minds  of  many,  of  greater  raa<Tni- 
tude  than  any  vet  contemplated,  against  empfoy- 
ing  our  time  and  our  strength  in  such  fruitles" 
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schemes,  which  will  now-they  always  have 
done-provea  mere  igni.-faiuus  as  relates  to  the 
enemy.  They  delude  us  from  examining  into 
the  critical  state  of  our  national  affairs,  and  from 
adopting  measures  suited  to  the  extreme  exigency 
of  our  conJition.  *       ' 

It  is  tirne  to  cease  this  trifling,  and  to  look  ful- 
y  at  the  dangers  of  our  present!  and  prepare  for 
the  horrors  of  our  future  situation.    On  our  South- 
ern frontiers  we  have  an  invading  foe,  and  no 
force,  that  we  know  of,  to  prevent  desolation  and 
rum   as   far  as  he  chooses  to    proceed.     In   the 
West,  a  ,s  true,  we   hear  the  voice  of  joy  and 
gladness,  arising  from  the  great  influx  of  wealth 
from    projects    for    new   demarcation  of  bound- 
aries,   extended    Territories,    increasing    popula- 
t.on,  and  unclouded  prosperity.     I  really  rejoice 
•sir,  that  any  part  of  our  soil  is  free  from    the 
general  gloom,  from  the  otherwise  universal  des- 
pair  that  pervades   the  country.     I  need   not  sav 
It  IS  only  in   that  highly  favored  portion  of  the 
United  States  where  the  occasion  or  the  sound  of 
gladness  is  to  be  heard. 

On  our  seaboard  we  are  closely  invested  bv  the 
enemy  s  fleet,  from  the  St.  Croix  to  the  Missis. 
Mppi,    menacing    destruction    and    devastation, 
sHould   our  Government  execute  their  declared 
purpose.     On  all  that  extent  of  coast,  from  Loui- 
siana to  Maine,  we   have  scarcely  a   fortress  to 
protect  us  against  this  menace,  should  we  proceed 
ihe  unhallowed  length  that  has  been  threatened. 
And  we   have  the   most  fatal  evidence,  that  our 
enemy  is  neither  slow,  nor  measured  in  his  retal- 
iations.    On  our  Northern  frontier,  late  a  scene  of 
the  most  extravagant  vau.itmg,  and   whence  we 
expected  to  realize  all  the  promised  fruits  of  the 
war,  we  behold  our  towns,  altogether  defenceless, 
and  at  the  mercy  of  an  exasperated  foe,  the  coun- 
ry  laid  waste  and  desolate,  vill.igcs  sacked  and 
burning,  and    their   wretched   inhabitants  naked 
and  forlorn,  fleeing  in  the  most  inclement  seasons 
from  the  flames  of  their  houses  and  the  tomahawk 
of  tue  savage. 

All  this  time  the  Government  of  the  nation 
amuses  itself,  by  weighing  the  degree  of  pressure 
It  can  make  on  a  powerflil  enemy,  by  depriving 
her  woollen  drapers  and  cotton  weavers  of  thS 
sale  of  a  few  bales  of  goods.     Never  was  such  a 
scene  exhibited,  since  the  day  when  the  master  of 
a  great  empire  thought   to  divert  himself  by  the 
most  frivolous  amusement,  while  his  capital  was 
in  flames.     Let  us  quit  this  disgrace.'"ul  and  hu- 
miliating game,  and  seriously  betake  ourselves  to 
the   protection  of  our  defenceless  and  neglected 
inhabitants,  restore  to  them  their  ancient  rights 
suffer  them  to  return  to  cheering  industry  and 
honest  enterprise,  endeavor  to  bring  back  peace 
prosperity,  and,  if  possible,  charactei  to  our  bleed- 
ing country,  once  the  just  pride  of  every  Ameri- 
can and  the  envy  of  every  nation,  now  so  fallen 
so  dishonored,  so  disgraced,  and  degraded,  as  to' 
be  unworthy  the  consideration  of  the  meanest. 

The  system,  sir,  of  which  this  is  a  part  lias 
been  tried  in  youth,  and  in  manhood,  in  peace 
and  in  war.  In  no  instance  has  it  ever  pressed  on 
Great  Britain,  so  as  to  produce  from  her  a  more 
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JfaToratile  aHenti<)n  to  our  complaints.  To  us  it 
•  has  bc«i  pregnant  with  misfortune  and  disgrace. 
TWhen  practised  bv  the  most  populous  and  most 
f<wealihy  nations  of  the  earth,  it  has  also  been  m- 
leifectuiil.  Great  Britain  has  risen  triumphant 
fover  all  the  efforts  of  her  numerous  foes,  and  has 
Jnow  a^  friends  almost  all  those  who  were  her 
T'eIleInie^,  and  nearly  the  whole  world  is  open  to 
rfher  as  n  market.  It  would  seem,  then,  conclusive 
pto  any  cnen.  not  bereft  of  reason,  that  to  persist  in 
Vihi:?  course  of  measures,  as  instrument.s  of  war. 
♦marks  the  grosseft  imbecility  of  mind  and  power. 
■fWe  hare  also  seen  that  the  most  powerful  na- 
fctions  have  never  been  able  to  execute  such  a  sys- 
*  te«).  The  bill  l)efore  u^,  and  the  Message  which 
LproductrU  it,  confess  that  we  have  not  executed  it; 
iwe  havr?  tried  all  the  civil  and  military  force  of 
Xthe  country,  all  the  forfeiture  and  penalties,  that 
•human  ingenuity  and  uncontrolled  power  could 
•invent  ancT enact,  without  effect.  It  must,  there- 
ffo^e,  be  worse  than  idle  lo  persist,  especially  by 
^uch  fe<»ble  means. 

/  I  did  not.  sir,  in  my  motion  for  striking  out,  in- 
Vclude  si)irits.  distilled  from  the  sugar  cane,  be- 
cause I  am  satisfied  we  can  make  at  home  spirits 
^n  as  grvat  quantities  as  can  be  useful  for  domes- 
^(ic  consumption.  The  only  remaining  consider- 
ition  would  be  that  of  revenue.  And  since,  by 
ill  the  ikill  of  our  financiers,  and  the  wisdom  of 
)ur  statesmen,  we  have  only  reduced  the  annual 
iinount  of  cash,  rtceivable  in  duties,  from  sixteen 
'^njllioni  to  half  a  million  of  dollars,  it  cannot,  in 
"  ihje  vie|v  of  the  Administration,  be  important  lo 
re:»ard  the  article  in  this  relation;  moreover  the 
irohibijioD  of  spirits  distilled  from  cane,  and  the 
idmission  of  Frijnch  brandy,  discover  a  due  res- 
3(  ct  lo  that  powtjr  and  those  inierests  with  which 
)ur  own  seem  inumately,  if  nut  inseparably  and 
fatally  aivolved. 

Whefi  Mr.  G.  had  concluded,  the  question  was 
jtaken  a^id  deiermmed  in  the  negative — yeas  12, 
••nays  IS,  as  follows: 

^  YtAS«— Messni.  Daptjett,  Dana,  Oilman,  Goldsbo- 
Srough,  tjore,  Horwy,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma«on, 
^■Stone,  aiid  Wells. 

V  Nats— Messrs.  .XnJerson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bled- 
l^.soe,  Cai.ipboll,  Chace,  (Jondit,  Fromentin,  (iaillard, 
SOiles,  Howeil,  Lacock.Leib,. Morrow,  Robinson,  8raith, 
^Taylor,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question.  Shall   this   bill   be  engrossed 
'and  read  a  third  lime  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
/mined  fn  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  12,  as  fol- 

tows : 
YiAS-.— Messrs.  Anilerson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
llCampbeil,  Chace,  Condit,  Gaiilard,  Giles,  Howell,  I,a- 
^"ock,  Lf.ib,  Morrow,   Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Taylor, 
tf Varnuir.,  and  Worthington. 

'  Nats — .Vtessrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, Oilman, 
TK(Joldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
CMason,  and  WelU. 

^     The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

i\Vhole.  the  coK^ideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
.rate  the  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  the  Union 
♦iBank  of  Alexandria;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate 
t adjourned. 


Friday,  January  28. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  report  made  lo  Congress  in  February, 
1803.  by  James  Madison,  then  Secreiary  of  State, 
Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
Slates,  commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  limits  with  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  and 
authorizing  the  establishmenl  of  a  government 
iQ  ihe  Mississippi  Territory,"  in  obedience  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  last 
mentioned  act;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  ihe  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hunter,  the  memorial  of 
the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company 
was  ordered  lo  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  prohibit  the  ran- 
soming of  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  goods  or  merchandise  on  board  ihe  same, 
captured  by  the  enemies  thereof,''  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oq 
Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  slock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  ;  and, 
after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  lo  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 
articles  therein  described,  was  read  a  third  lime; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  iSiLES,  ihe  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  for  the  belter 
organizing,  paying,  and  supplying,  the  Army  of 
ihe  United  Stales;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  ihe  memorial  of  Ephraim 
Root,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  Con- 
necticut, non-resident  proprietors  of  lands  and 
houses  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  ihe  subject  of  the 
direct  tax. —  Referred  lo  Messrs.  Uaggett.  Mor- 
row, and  Gore,  the  coramiitee  lo  whom  were 
referred,  on  the  24th  instant,  the  memorials  of 
William  Hart  and  others,  and  Henry  Champion 
and  others,  on  the  same  subject,  to  consider  anJ 
leport  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  on  the  24ih  instant,  was  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia, 
that  the  further  consideration  the'reof  be  postponed 
to.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day,  fur  next  Moo- 
day  week;  and,  the  Senate  being  equally  divided, 
the  President  determined  the  question  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


Monday,  January  31. 
The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  ihe  report  made  to 
Congress  in   February.  1803,  by  James  Madison, 
then  Secretary  of  Stale.  Albert  Gallatin,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  Levi  Lincoln.  Attor- 
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ney  General  of  the  United  States,  commissioners 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act.  entitled  'An 
act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the 
Slate  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establish- 
uienl  of  a  government  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory." in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  act 
supplemental  to  the  last  mentioned  act,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  better  organizing,  paying  and 
supplying,  the  Army  of  the  United  States,' was 
read  the  second  time. 

T^e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  allowing  a  bounty  to 
the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States;"  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  reported 
It  to  the  House  accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 
Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  th*' subject  was  re- 
^rred,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Siothart  and  Josiah  Siarkey  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  lo  the  second  reading, 

.Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel  Pet- 
tibone,  staling  that  he  hath  made  several  useful 
improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  implements 
of  war.  and  in  several  other  branches  of  the  use- 
lul  arts,  which  he  conceives  may  be  applied  to 
the  public  armories  and  elsewhere,  with  trreat 
advantage;  and  praying  a  consideration  of  the 
subject;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  appointed 
on  the  9th  December,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  readin?  of  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  ceriain'articles 
therein  described. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed for  the  purpose  of  further  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  ihe  negative — yeas  13 
navs  15,  as  follows:  ' 

Y«A«— .Messrs.  Brown.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
l^erman,  Giles,  Oilman,  (ioldsborough.  Gore,  Horsey, 
King,  Lambert,  and  Mason, 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe 
Campbell.  Chace,  Condit,  Gaiilard,  Howell,  Lacock' 
Morrow,  Taylor,  Turner,  V  arnum,  and  Worthington.' 
And  the  blanks  having  been  filled,  on  the  ques- 
tion. Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  IG,  nays  12.  as  follows: 

YiAs--Me8srs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
Campbell,   Chace,   Condit,   Gaiilard,   Giles,    Howell 
Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow,  Taylor,   Turner,  Varnum,  and 
W  ortbington. 

.,r'*"~'^ •""■"•  D*J?(?elt,  Dana.  FromenUn,  German, 
OUman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,   Horsey,  Hunter,  Kinjr 
Lambert,  and  .Mason.  *' 

So  it  wa^  Resolved.  That  this   bill  pass;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  the  title  was 
amended,  as  follows:  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  certain  articles,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." '^ 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  eniuled  'An  act  to  raise  five  regiments  of 


I  riflemen,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  ihe  Senate. 

The  bill   last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  Ihe  second  reading. 


Tuesday.  February  1. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Stothartand 
Josiah  btarkey  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  five  reei- 
raents  of  riflemen,"  was   read   the  second  tirne 
and  referred  to  the   Committee   on  Military  Af- 
lairs.  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  concern- 
ing patents  for  useful  discoveries  and  inventions; 
and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  there- 
ol  was  postponed  until  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  petition  of  Justin  Ly- 
man, of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  Elias  Lvman, 
ot  Hariford.  Vermont,  praying  to  be  relieved  from 
the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  the  vio- 
lation of  the  non-importation  laws,  m  conse- 
quence of  the  arrival  in  the  United  States  of  a 
vessel  with  a  cargo  of  coffee,  for  reasons  slated  in 
the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  ihe  United 
btates,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
the  blanks  filled. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  15.  nays  10. 
as  lollows :  •>  -       /         > 

Ykas— Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit, 
Fromentin,  Gaiilard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Leib, 
Morrow,  Stone,  Taylor,  Varnum,  and  W^orthington. 

L  '^r-^'"*'""''-  ^^''gff''",  Dana  Oilman,  Goldsbor- 
ough Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and 
>V  ells. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass. 


Wednesoay,  February  2. 
f '^f  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W  hole,  the  bill  in  addition  lo  the  acts  concerning 
patents  for  useful  discoveries  and  inventions';  and 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Gore,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  report  made  to  Congress  in  February, 
1803,  by  James  Madison,  then  Secretary  of  State' 
Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury,  and 
Levi   Lincoln,  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  Commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  act.  entitled  "An  act  for  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  limits  with    the   State  of  Georgia,  and 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  government  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  obedience  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  last  men- 
tioned act." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  con- 
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53iderali<)0  thereol'  was  postponed  to  Wednesday 
'fijthp  9ih  instant. 
S  The  i^enate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
aWhole.  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Stothart 
Band  JoMah  Starkey  ;  and  the  bill  having  been 
^mended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
(wocordiijgly.  And  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
^nd  reaj  a  third  time. 

y  The  i^enate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
}"HVhole.ihe  bill  for  the  better  organizing,  paying, 
"Tirnd  suprlying,  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales; 
i^nd  Mr^  Gaillard   was    requested    to  take  the 

f:   '^hair;  land,  sundry    amendments    having    been 
',   propose,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  further  consid- 
ration  if  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
Mr.  I^ANA  submitted  the  followii}g  motion  for 
j;oiDsidei^tion : 

*|  EesoUld,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
aie  requehed  to  caiiM  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
*^t«temeiij  of  the  oamea  of  the  individuals  selected 
j^rom  Ar);|encan  prisoners  of  war  and  sent  to  Great 
^nt«in  f^r  trial,  as  mentioned  in  his  Message  at  the 
I4  ommen<^mcnt  of  the  present  session  of  Congress ; 
&Dd  also;  their  respective  places  of  residence  in  the 
:  SlJnited  i^iates,  with  the  times  when,  and  the  courts 
Avhere,  tl,"ey  were  admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the 
^'((ited  Hlates,  and  the  regiments  or  corps  to  which 
■  ih*'y  belonged  in  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
^vlhen  tai^en  by  the  enemy,  and  the  times  and  places  of 
.  ]jjhcir  being  so  taken,  together  with  copies  of  any  offi- 
•  ji'ial  corri;^pondence  respecting  the  treatment  of  prison- 
er* of  W4r,  and  any  orders  for  retaliation  on  either 
IJide,  whi<h  the  President  may  judge  proper  to  be  com- 
municatee'!. 

/;  Mr.  I4B0WN  presented  the  petition  of  David 
jPOrter,  slating  that  he  commanded  the  flotilla 
»^t4lioneJ  at  New  Orleans  during  the  existence  of 
hh0  laws  prohibiting  intercourse  with  France,  and 
•^h^t  he  inere  seized  and  prosecuted,  at  his  own 
>x;pense.  to  condemnation,  three  vessels,  the  pro- 
:e€ds  of  which  were  distributed  under  the  rev- 
Jiiue  laws,  but  that  his  proportion  thereof  did  not 
^mount  to  the  co>t  of  prosecution  ;  he  therefore 
MJrays  CL«ngress  tu  relinquish  to  hiui  their  propor- 
tion of  the  penahies  and  forfeitures  which  may 
Miave  been  incurred  by  said  seizures,  as  a  retnu- 
"  leration  for  his  services;  and  the  petition  was 
ead.  anJ  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
'jider  and  report  thereon  by  bilhor  otherwise  ;  and 
Messrs.  I3hown,  Anoerson,  and  Daggett,  were 
j^ointed  the  committee. 


I 


Thursday.  February  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Informed  the  Seuate  that  the  House  have  passed 

bill,  eutitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
*^ilip  Le  Due,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
joncurresnce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflairs,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  insure  uni- 
Iformity  in  the  manufacture  ol  arms,  and  for  the 
abetter  ri'gulalion  of  the  public  armories;  and  the 
Fbill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Stothart  and 
!  Josiah  Starkey,  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  was   read    the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statet  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
complving  with  their  resolution  of  the  3d  ultimo, 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FeBRI  ABT  3,  1814. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  bill,  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  to  increase   the  bounty 
to   be   allowed    persons  who  shall   enlist   in   the 
Army  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  promote  the 
recruiting  service,  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  raise  6ve  regiments  of  riflemen," 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

MARYLAND  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  GoLDsBOROUGU  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland, 
on  the  awful  condition  of  national  aflairs  in  gen- 
eral, and  the  exposed  and  defenceless  situation  in 
which  that  State  in  particular,  has  hitherto  been 
left  by  the  General  Government,  under  the  ca- 
lamities of  a  war,  which,  with  the  consequent 
measures  thereon,  they  highly  disapprove,  and 
earnestly  entreating  the  national  authorities  to 
furnish  them  the  necessary  munitions  and  means 
of  defence,  together  with  a  speedy  reimburse- 
ment of  the  moneys  already  advanced  by  the 
State  for  those  purposes;  and  that  the  negotia- 
tions for  peace,  about  to  be  instituted,  may  be 
carried  on  with  a  just  and  earnest  intention  of 
bringing  them  to  an  amicable  result. 

In  presenting  the  memorial,  Mr.  Goldsbo- 
ROUGH  addressed  '.he  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President :  In  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland.  I  have 
the  honor  to  present  to  the  Senate  ihe  address  of 
that  honorable  body  to  the  President  and  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

The  subsiance  of  the  address,  sir,  is  a  strong 
and  able  view  of  the  present  situation  of  our 
national  aflairs;  a  faithful  and  emphatical  de- 
scription of  the  exposed  and  defenceless  condi- 
tion of  the  State  ;  and  a  dignified  petition,  in  the 
true  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  for  efficient  pro- 
tection and  defence.  It  sketches  in  glowing  col- 
ors, and  from  comprehensive  views,  the  leading 
causes  of  the  war,  and  concludes  with  an  earnest 
and  respectful  entreaty  to  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  nation  that  they  would  avail  them- 
selves of  the  present  auspicious  moment  to  stay 
the  horrors  and  calamities  that  oppress  us,  and 
once  more  restore  to  our  country  and  its  citizens 
the  blessings  of  peace. 

The  address  then  being  read  by  Mr.  G..  he 
made  a  motion  that  it  should  be  printed. 

To  this  motion.  Mr.  Bledsoe,  of  Kentucky, 
objected,  and  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes. 
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Some  other  gentlemen  asked  what  had  been 
the  usual  course  adopted  in  such  cases  ? 

Mr.  GoLDSBOHOUGH  said:  I  am  surprised  and 
mortified  at  the  opposition  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky.  If,  sir,  I  had  asked  for  an 
extraordinary  favor,  the  discretion  of  the  Senate 
might  have  been  exercised  on  the  occasion;  but 
as  iny  motion  extends  only  to  the  customary 
forms,  through  which  such  addresses  are  permit- 
ted to  go,  I  hold  the  objection  unwarranted  and 
unsound.  I  have  before  me  precedents  exactly 
analogous  to  this  case,  which  took  place  no 
longer  ago  than  the  last  winter  session. 

[Mr.  G,  then    read   from   the  journals  of  the 
Senate  the  case  of  an  address   from   the  citizens 
of  Charleston  approving   the   war,  presented  by 
Mr.  Gaillard,  and  on  his  motion  it  was  printed 
without  opposition.     Another  case  of  an  address 
from  Boston  disapproving  the  war,  presented  by 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Boston,  and  on  his  motion  it  was 
printed  without  opposition.     Another  case  of  an 
address  from  the  citizens  of  Richmond  approving 
the  war,    presented   by  Mr.  Giles;  but  neither 
Mr.  Giles,  nor  any  other  member  having  made 
a  motion  to  print  it.  of  course  it  was  not  pnnted.] 
These,  sir,  continued  Mr.  G..  are  sufficient  pre- 
cedents to  justify  the  motion  I  have  made.  More 
might   be    had   if  more   were   necessary.     Your 
journals  abound    with  cases   in  point.     I  again 
repeat,  sir,  that  I  do  not  attempt  to  a->k  any  unu- 
sual or  special  favor  to  be  shown  to  this  address. 
I  claim  for   it  only  the  ordinary  resT>ect  that  is 
due  in  such  cases,  and  this  I  demand  as  a  right,  j 
Yes,  sir,  as  the    representative  of  Maryland  on  { 
this  floor.  I  demand  in  the  name  of  the  freemen 
of  that   State,    whose   rights  are    here  asserted.  ! 
and   whose  complaints  are   here   respectfully  set 
forth,  that  this  address  receive  that  customary 
and  established  respect  and   attention  to  which 
the  voice  of  the  people,  or  their  delegates,  is  so 
highly  entitled. 

The  opposition  to  the  address  was  persevered 
in,  and  sustained  by  Messrs.  Giles.  Bled.soe, 
and  Taylor.  The  motion  to  print  was  advoca- 
ted by  Messrs.  Wells.  Gore,  King,  Fhomentin, 
and  G0LD8BOROUGH. 

The  chief  grounds  of  the  opposition  were,  that 
no  practical  result  was  to  grow  out  of  the  meas- 
ure; that  sufficient  respect  had  already  been 
paid  by  receiving  the  address;  that  a  vote  to 
print  It  would  commit  the  advocates  of  the  war, 
as  It  niighl  be  construed  into  a  vote  of  approba- 
tion of  its  contents;  that  the  language  was  not 
altogether  decorous,  and  that  it  called  in  question 
the  motives  of  the  friends  of  the  war;  that  al- 
though it  contained  strong  censure  against  the 
conduct  of  the  French  Emperor,  there  was  no 
complaint  against  the  wrongs  of  Great  Britain. 
The  Consiitutional  rights  of  majorities  and 
minontifs,  together  with  the  rights  of  the  people, 
or  of  either  branch  of  the  Stale  Legislatures,  to 
address  Congress,  were  incidentally  examined 
and  discussed.  It  was  also  objected,  that  this 
was  the  address  only  of  a  part  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. ° 

Mr.  Wortuinoton  rose  and  asked  the  honor- 


able Senator  from  Maryland,  if  he  contemplated 
any  measure  to  arise  from  this  address,  or  whe- 
ther he  intended  to  ground  anv  legislative  act  on 
it  ?     He  wished  an  answer  on  this  point. 

Mr.  G0LD8BOHOUGH  said  :— As  I  have  nothing 
to  conceal  on  this  subject,  sir,  1  take  pleasure  in 
gratifying  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  with 
a  frank  reply.     At  this  moment  I  have  no  inten- 
tion  of  founding  any  legislative  act   upon   this 
address,  because  some  of  its  most  important  ob- 
jects have  already  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  .Military  Affairs.     But  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that   I  will   not  do  so  at  a  Juiure  day  •  it 
may  depend  upon  the  progress  ofpfe^mn mi itee. 
;  But  this  can  be  no  fair  objecti©™  the  proposi- 
]  tion  1  have  made.     Confiding  in  Wiat  great  Con- 
I  stitutional  right  which  has  ever  been  deemed  in- 
!  violable,  that  the  people,  or  any  portion  of  them 
,  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  or  either  branch 
!  of  them,  may  address  Congress  upon  all  subject- 
,  involving  their  interests;  relying,  too,  upon  the 
sense  of  justice,  as  well  as  the  courtesy  of  this 
I  honorable  Senate,  I  could  never  have  anticipated 
I  the  opposition  that  this  address  has  met  with. 

If  no  practical  result  is  to  grow  out  of  this 
address,  as  has  been  supposed  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  near  me,  (Mr.  Giles  ) 
it  will  be  alone  ascribable  to  the   President  and 
Congress.     It  depends  on  them  what  results  are 
to  flow  from  it.     The  situation  of  the  State  of 
,  Maryland,  in  these  disastrous  limes,  is  peculiarly 
alarming   and    interesting,  and  ought  to  recora- 
!  mend   her  to  the   parental  care  of  those  whose 
I  immediate  duty  it   becomes  to  watch  over  the 
I  common   interest,  and    to   provide   for   the   gen- 
eral welfare.     The  House  of  Delegates  of  Mary- 
land, consisting  of  the  immediate  Representatives 
of  the  people  of  that  State,  have,  with  a  vigilance 
that  does  them   honor,  most  faithfully  interested 
themselves  in  behalf  of  their  fellow-citizens   to 
procure  for  them  that  aid  which  their  perilous 
and  exposed  condition  so  loudly  called  for.    They 
have,  in  the  name  of  the  people  they  represent, 
handed  in  an  address  to  the  high  authorities  of 
this  nation,  in  which  they  express,  in  langua-re 
unquestionably  consistent  with  the  utmost  deco- 
rum and  becoming  the  responsible  station  which 
they  fill,  their  views  of  public  measures,  and  their 
influence  upon  the  country.     They  call  on  you 
in   a   voice,  modulated   by  the    Constitution,  to 
which  you  must  attend,  if  you  are  not  deaf  to 
the  claims  of  justice  and  dead  to  the  feelings  of 
sympathy,  to  throw  around  them  your  protection 
to  cover  their  nakedness,  and  to  guard  them  from 
the  ravages  of  an  incensed  enemy  ;  and  they  en- 
treat you,  in  a  strain  of  no  ordinary  pathos,  to 
pursue  the  present  negotiation  for  peace  with  a 
sincere  and  ardent  zeal  for  its  attainment,  thus  to 
relieve  our  drooping  spirits  from  the  calamities 
of  war,  and  all  its  incidental  horrors  and  oppres- 
sions.    What  subjects  could  exist  that  more  im- 
periously call  for  the  expression  of  public  opin- 
ion than  these?     What  subjects  more  properly 
deserve   to  give  rise   to    practical    results?'    To 
have  done  less,  on   the   part  of  the  delegates  of 
Maryland,  would  have  evinced  a  criminafapathy 


f619 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


620 


r'SENATb. 


Maryland  Memorial. 


ii 


\\ 


V 


il 


Fbbrdaiit,  1814. 


at  a  moment  of  general  public  excitement.     To 
^  have  di  oe  less  would  have  argued  a  torpid  insen- 
sibility to   the  wishes,   the  grievances,  and  the 
afflictioiis  of  the  people. 

An  ohjection  is  also  intended  against  the  lan- 

fuage  ul  (he  address,  that  motives  are  questioned, 
am  persuaded,  sir,  that  upon  a  nearer  and  more 
idispa^s:onale   view,    the    objection    will    vanish, 
f  However  it  may  combat  the  policy  of  measures. 
.  jt  IS  siknt  upon  motives  ;  and  if  the  phraseology. 
'as  has  been  remarked   by  my  honorable  friend 
Jfrom  Ni'^w  York.  (Mr.  King.)  is  not  sufficiently 
l|diluted.  it  must   be  ascribed   to  that    dignity  oi 
"feeling   which  n  always    entertained   when  our 
^country's  welfare  is  at  stake,  and  to  that  boldne.s.- 
>Jof  thoi^'hi  with   which   the  anxieties  of  a  free 
., people   will   alw-ays   inspire    those  who   are  in- 
^^trusted .  wiih    their  confadence.     It  would   have 
^bcea  as  .unnecessary  as  indecorous  to  have  ques- 
%4ioned  tjie  motives  of  gentlemen  ;  and  believe  me. 
fsir,  as  {»just  tribute  to  the  Maryland   House  of 
"Delegaii's.  as  well  as  in  duty  to  myself,  I  must 
•^j^y.  1  l;iiow  that  body  would  be  incapable  of  a 
j^tudied  ..ct  of  indecorum  against  this  or  any  other 
|5«lepartn,cnt  of  the  Government;  or,  could  il  have 
f i)een  otiierwise,  that  a  different  organ  must  have 
^lK;en  found  to  have  conveyed  to  you  the  address 
>j|baa  the  one  that!  has  been  selected. 
^    If  it  is  a  fault  that  epithets  of  opprobrium  have 
^exx  thown  out  against  the  Emperor  of  France, 
",cd  none  against  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain, 
hat  chaTge  I  shall  neither  attempt  to  "  palliate  or 
leny  ;"  and  the  only  justification  I  shall  oflier  is, 
hat  the  wrongs  of  France,  which  are  as  gigantic 
s  they  lean  be,  sfem  not  to  be  so  universally  es- 
imated'.and    condemned,  as  their  Hagitiousness 
^lemand^,  whilst  the  wrongs  of  Great  Britain  are 
;0iicede4  on  all  sides.     We  know  them,  we  have 
elt  iherfi.  we  wish  them  not  to  be  covered  up. 
ut,  as '-on  this  point   there  is  no  difference    of 
pinion  jimong  us,  (except  as  to  the  remedy  to  be 
pursued^  the  authors  of  the  address  would  as  soon 
"  ave  th3)Ught  of  putting  into  it  any  threadbare 
iaxira,  or  self-evident  proposition,  and  called  it 
■advelty.  as  to  have  considered  it  necessary  to  have 
jlleclarect  their  knowledge  of  the  wrongs  of  Great 
^^ifiiain.;  Yes,  sir.  they,  as  well  as  we,  have  fell  the 
rongs  j)f  Great  -Bfitain — they  have  indignantly 
ett    theni,  and    <hey   wish   a   similar   sensation 
hould    pe   excited    against   equally    unjust   and 
nore  atrocious  conduct  on  the  part  of  other  foreign 
Rations.     Not  that  they  wish  a  war  with  France, 
^ut  the  contrary  ;  because,  that,  by  an  exactness 
jr.f  conduct  and   feeling  towards  each,  we  might 
^lave  escaped  hostilities  with  either. 
*;   It  is   urged    thai  a  vote  to  print   this  address 
yntghl  b«'  construe\l  into  an  approbation  of  its  con- 
sents.    This,  surely  sir,  is  not  a  necessary  or  a 
^air  inference.     That  it  has  never  been  so  con- 
l|trued,  appears  from  the  precedents   I  produced 
ijhis  moNiing;  and  as  the  style  is  entirely  within 
^hc  usual  Parhanuentary  limits,  I  can  conceive  no 
^bjeciio^  against  its  being  printed.     It  has  been 
^^•lated  a.'jio,  that  this  is  the  address  of  a  pari  of  the 
Vi^^gislaryre,  and  therefore  an  objection  will    be 
jjfgainsi  u.     This  doctrine,  sir,  is  as  novel  as  er- 
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roneous.  What !  cannot  any  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple petition  Congress?  Is  it  not  competent  to 
either  branch  or  a  part  of  a  branch,  of  a  State 
Legislature,  to  lay  before  Congress  their  prayers 
or  their  opinions  upon  public  subjects  ?  And  are' 
you  to  inquire  here,  whether  they  are  of  this  or 
that  political  sect,  of  the  majority  or  of  the  mi- 
nority ?  Wretched  and  abject,  indeed,  is  the 
state  of  man,  when  bis  admission  to  the  exercise 
of  Constitutional  rights  is  made  a  question  of! 
The  rights  of  minorities  are  perl'ect ;  they  are  es- 
tablished and  guarantied  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  country.  To  participate  in  these,  we  are  no 
suppliants  to  your  grace — we  appeal  boldly  to 
your  sense  of  duty;  and  if  you  deny  us  there, 
we  demand  it  in  the  name  of  justice,  as  our  right. 
The  established  and  hitherto  defined  rights  of  the 
people,  thus  exercised  by  minorities,  so  far  from 
being  denied,  they  must  not  even  be  questioned. 
And  whenever  the  time  shall  come  (which,  I 
hope,  will  not  speedily  arrive)  when  these  rights 
are  attempted  to  be  invaded  or  trampled  on,  noth- 
ing will  then  remain  to  the  minority,  but  taking 
the  Constitution  as  their  guide,  and  planting 
themselves  behind  its  ramparts,  to  triumph  in  in 
defence,  or  perish  amidst  its  ruins. 

I  fear,  sir,  from  what  has  been  urged,  that  aa 
erroneous  impression  may  be  entertained  of  the 
source  of  this  address.  Allow  me,  for  a  moment, 
to  explain.  The  Legislature  of  Maryland  is 
composed  of  two  branches,  which  are  differently 
elected,  and  for  different  periods  of  time.  The 
Senate  exists  for  five  years;  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates are  annually  elected.  The  former  was  ap- 
pointed previous  to  the  declaration  of  war ;  the 
latter,  being  annually  appointed,  are  the  true  cri- 
terion of  the  public  sentiment.  If  it  is  desired  to 
know  the  state  of  parties  in  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates. I  answer,  mat  more  than  twelve  counties 
out  of  nineteen  returned,  to  the  two  last  sessions, 
members  opposed  to  the  war.  These  conslitulinf 
a  large  majority  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  the 
address  came  from  that  body  in  which  the  ma- 
jority existed.  What  were  the  numbers  of  the 
attending  members  at  the  time  the  vote  passed, 
I  knownot,  norisit  material.  This  address,  then, 
comes  from  the  predominant  party  (if  you  please) 
in  the  House  of  Delegates;  and  in  this  I  can  see 
nothing  that  detracts  from  its  value  or  destroys 
its  authority. 

Permit  me,  sir,  also  to  state  that,  although  this 
address  is  the  work  of  the  delegates  of  the  people 
opposed  to  the  war,  and  was  the  armor  of  those 
who  always  combatted  the  policy  of  its  declara- 
tion, yet,  believe  me,  it  contains  a  subject,  and 
that  the  most  material  and  interesting  part,  too,, 
to  which,  I  am  persuaded,  all  parties  in  the  State 
would  cheerfully  subscribe — I  mean,  sir,  the  ex- 
posed and  defenceless  condition  of  the  State, 
which  It  portrays  in  such  vivid  colors,  and  the 
earnest  petition  it  prefers  to  you  for  some  protec- 
tion and  succor.  This  disastrous  condition  of  the 
State  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  stares  all  parties 
in  the  face,  and  fills  all  hearts  with  anxiety.  Oq 
this  point,  there  is  as  perfect  a  coincidence  of  feel- 
ing as  there  is  concert  of  action.     We  all  know 
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our  unprotected  state,  and  we  all  wish  and  ask  for 
assistance.     We  think  we  ought  to  have  it. 

.Much.  sir.  has  been  said  of  the  ferocious  char- 
acter of  the  enemy.     The  outrages  at  Hampton  ; 
the  conflagration  at  Havre  de  Grace,  at  French- 
town,  at  Buffalo,  and  Black  Rock,  have  been  often 
exhibited  to  our  view  to  rouse  the  slumbering  ven- 
geance of  the  nation.     Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  say 
against  the  just  censure  of  cruel  and  atrocious  con- 
duct.    My  heart  is  already  filled  with  the  anguish 
that  this  war  has  caused  it.     I  am  as  unconcerned 
at  the   epithets  of  opprobrium  which  gentlemen 
may  please  to  indulge  themselves  in  against  the 
bloody  and  cruel  acts  of  the  enemy,  as  any  of  their 
friends  are.     They  may  pile  contumely  and  re- 
proach  and   scorn  and   curses   upon   each  other 
against  the  enemy,  until  the  structure  is  as  high 
as  the  Alps,  and  I  will  neither  murmur  at  this 
work,  nor  rob  the  edifice  of  one  atom  of  its  ma- 
terials.    But,  at  that  moment  of  fervid  feeling, 
when  the  mind  is  thus  sensitive  to  every  wront^. 
and  the  heart  is  glowing  with  indignation,  I  make 
my  appeal  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  exposed  inhab- 
itants of  Maryland  ;  and  I  ask  you.  will  you  not 
give  them  some  juotection  against  this  merciless 
ioe^     Will  you  abandon  them  to  the  shocking 
embrace  of  the  violator?     Will  you  leave  them 
unprotected  against  the  predatory  cruelties  of  this 
relentless  enemy  ?     Will  you  yield  up  your  coun- 
trymen, together  with  the  sources  of  their  happi- 
ness and  of  their  subsistence,  a  resistless  prey  to 
the  fury  of  an  enemy,  blackened,  from  your  own 
account,  with  every  crime,  and  bloody  with  every 
cruelly,  and  hateful  for  every  abomination  ?     If 
with   this  conviction  in   your  hearts,  and   these 
expressions  on  your  lips,  you  withhold  from  us 
the  means  of  ample  and  efficient  protection   we 
shall  consider  ourselves  as  the  intended  victims 
of  a  cold  blooded,  relenileNS  treachery,  that  hands 
us  over  to  the  sacrifice  without  a  pang.     Thus 
abandoned  to  our  wretched  fate,  by  those  who 
ought  to  be  our  guardian?  ;    thus  severed  from 
their  favor,  and  exiled  from  their  care,  we  must 
do  justice  to  our  own  cause,  and,  in  the  last  resort, 
prepare  to  meet  the  crisis  that  may  arise.     Yet.sir 
I  hope  that  this  can  never  occur  in  our  time*.     It  is 
impossible  but  that  those  who  rule  us  should  <»ive 
ear  to  our  complaints,  and  grant  us  the  comfort 
we  ask.     A  spirit  of  philanthropy  would  yield  it, 
if  a  sense  of  duty  was  wanting.     And  I  do  trust 
sir.  that  on  all  occasions,  when  we  make  our  ap- 
peals to  the  constituted  authoritiesof  the  country. 
we  shall  experience  in  return  the  combined  influ- 
ence of  duty,  of  justice,  and  of  mercv. 

An  alarming  crisis  has  been  hinted  at  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Giles,) 
as  likely  to  grow  out  of  the  heat  and  animosities 
of  party  feeling.  I  submit  to  the  justness  of  the 
remark,  as  I  have  done  to  many  others  by  which 
I  have  been  instructed,  that  have  fallen  from  that 
honorable  Senator  sii.ce  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  him.  It  is  too  true,  that  his  antici- 
pations are  too  well  founded.  With  him.  I  de- 
plore it  most  sincerely.  But,  I  have  nothing  to 
reproach  myself  with  on  this  score.  They  who 
know  me  best  will  acquit  me.     To  put  off.  and. 


if  possible,  to  prevent  the  apprehended  evil,  it  is 
better  not  to  question  ancient  and  established 
rights  too  closely— not  to  graduate  them  too  much 
with  rigid  nicety.  When  pressed  to  the  farthest 
line  of  retreat,  a  jealousy  begins  to  grow,  which 
discloses  all  its  views.  On  this  point,  there  is  no 
compromise;  and.  as  a  Representative  of  a  State, 
1  can  capitulate  upon  no  terms  short  of  full  Con- 
stitutional right. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to- 
print  the  memorial,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentir, 
German,  Oilman,  CJoldsborough,  (Jore,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Stone,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson, Bledsoe, Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Giles.  Howell,  Lacock,  I,eib,  Mor- 
row, Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Ayes  15,  nays  15— so  the  question  was  lost. 


Friday,  February  4. 

The  Vice  Preside.-^t  of  the  United  States  at- 
tended. 

.Mr.  Brown  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Cooper  and  others,  citizens  of  Feliciana  parish, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  to  be  confirmed 
in  the  possession  of  certain  tracts  of  land,  located 
and  improved  by  them  before  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Brown,  Fromentin, 
Anderson,  King,  and  Morrow,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard Relf  and  others,  assignees  ot  the  creditors  of 
Claude  Boupud,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, an  insolvent  debtor,  representing  that  among 
the  property  of  the  said  Bousaud  are  three  seve- 
ral tracts  of  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
praying  the  titles  thereof  to  )»  confirmed,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwi';e. 

The  bill^ntitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Philip  Le  Due,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  to  insure  uniformity  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  arms,  and  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
public  armories,  was  read  the  second  time. 

.Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Boone,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 
The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  Treasury,  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  act 
of  March  3,  1809.  further  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments;  which,  together  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  report 
from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ex- 
hibiting the  sums  respectively  paid  to  each  clerk 
in  the  several  offices  of  that  department,  for  ser- 
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7J  vices  rendered  io  the  year  1813,  made  in  obedi- 
..  cnce  tt.  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  21, 1806, 
£|  ti)  regnlate  and  fix  the  corapensalion  of  clerks; 
p  kod  ihr  report  was  read. 

*J  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
\  Whole  the  bill  coocerning  patents  for  useful  dis- 
^cpyeries  and  inventiODs, 

^  •  Oa  Irhe  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
Vaiid  re^  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  ia  the 

^  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
jWhole.  the  bill,  oniiiled  'An  act  to  raise  five  re- 
A^gimenl^  of  riflemen,"  together  with  the  amend- 
l^roent  reported  liiereto  by  the  select  committee, 
*'^which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  President  reported 
Jtlie  bill  to  the  House  accordingly,  and  the  bill 
Sfwas  ordered  to  be  rtad  a  third  time  as  amended. 
.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
i;op  Military  Affairs.,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
*il9th  of  January,  fhe  petition  of  Alexander  Smyth, 
;«was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
Slhereof.  and  it  was  referred  lo  the  Secretary  for 
^ihe  Dejmrtment  of  VV'ar. 

^  On  njotion,  hy  Mr.  Worthington,  the  report 
j|of  the  (^Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
W)Q  the  :survey  of  the  Virginia  military  reserva- 
r<ion,  ccimmunicated  the  19th  of  January,  1813, 
•^"Wias  referred  to  Messrs.  Brown.  Fromenti.n, 
jMjNDEHiio.N.  Ki.NO.  and  Morrow,  the  committee 
mqis  dayi  appointtid,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
llj)ji  bill  qr  otherwise. 

\i  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
jolformeil  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
'ii  bill,  erititled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
j|o  retaiii  in  service  certain  volunteer  corps  ;"  in 
ijwhich  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
JfSinate. 

^  The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
i-jQ  the  s^-cond  reading. 


< 


Midday,  February  7. 

*.  The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act 
jjlQ  raise  five  regioients  of  riflemen,"  having  been 
ilreiported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
jkh-e  bill  )vas  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
ssed  ;:and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromenti.n,  the 
itle  wac  so  amended  as  to  strike  out  *'  five,"  and 

Insert  •'  three." 

i  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  memorials  of  Isaac 
^J^ills,  Joseph  Wakeman,  and  Erastus  Hunting- 
don, and.  others,  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  Connecti- 
*|CUjl,  noi'-resident  proprietors  of  lands  and  houses 

in!  the  Stale  of  Ohia.  on  the  subject  of  the  direct 
"taic;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  cum- 
;|nftlee  to  whose  consideration,  on  the  24th  of 
jj^anuary.  the  memorials  of  William  Hart  and 
jH'enry  Ohampioio,  and  others,  on  the  same  sub- 
Sect,  were  referretl,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
toy  bill  or  otherwise. 

•*  The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
Jlh?  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  stating 
ijlhat  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
*^y|  the  Board  subsequent  to  their  last  report,  of 
Pihie  6lh  of  February.  1813,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
iptea  completed,  are  fully  detailed  ia  the  report 

1 


of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this 
I  Board,  dated  the  fourth  day  of  the  present  month 
j  and  iu  the  statements  therein  referred  to,  which 
are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  re- 
I  ceived  as  part  of  this  report ;  which  was  read. 
1  Mr.  Bledsoe  presented  the  petition  of  Jolin 
Aiken,  of  Boston,  and  Pearl  Spafford.  of  Deer 
Island,  both  iu  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, stating  that  they  were  claimants  of  the  sloop 
Traveller  and  cargo,  which  had  been  seized  for 
au  alleged  violation  of  the  revenue  laws  ;  that 
after  appraisement,  they  gave  bond  for  the  amount', 
which  they  paid  upon  the  vessel  and  cargo  being 
decreed  forfeited  ;  and  that  among  the  cargo  were 
thirteen  casks  of  card  wire  wlncli  had  been  erro- 
neously appraised,  by  which  they  have  sustained 
much  injury,  as  stated  at  large  in  the  peiiiion, 
and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  .select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Bledjjoe,  Varnlm,  and  Daggett,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
P.  Stephenson  aud  others,  merchants  and  ship- 
owners of  Baltimore,  praying  a  bounty  may  be 
allowed  to  privateers  for  vessels  of  the  enemy 
burnt  or  destroyed,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  m 
the  memorial  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  to  retain  in  service  certain  volunteer 
corps."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  lo  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Boone;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  thud 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  on  the  2d  instant,  by  Mr.  Dana: 
and  OQ  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  6,  as 
follows; 

^'«A» — Mewrs.  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Daggett.  Dana,  Fro- 
menlin,  German,  Ciiles,  Gilman,  Gohlaborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert, 
Smith,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Well*. 

^^i» — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Brent, 
Gondii,  .Morrow,  and  Robinson. 

So  It  was  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  names  of  the 
individuals  selected  from  American  prisoners  of 
war,  and  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  tual,  as  men- 
tioned in  his  Message  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  also  their 
respective  places  of  residence  in  the  United 
Slates,  with  the  limes  when,  and  the  courts 
where,  they  were  admitted  to  become  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  regiments  or  corps 
to  which  ihey  belonged  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  when  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
times  and  places  of  their  being  so  taken,  together 
with  copies  of  any  official  correspondence  respect- 
ing  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  aud  any 
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orders  for  retaliation  on  either  side,  which  the 
President  may  judge  proper  to  be  communicated. 

SECRET.'VRV  (3F  THE  TRE.\8URY. 

The  Senate  resumed,  agreeably  to  the  order  of 
(he  day.  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Mason 
on  the  24th  January. 

Mr.  BiBH,  of  Georgia,  said,  that  when   these 
resolutions  should   be   discussed,  he   believed   he 
could  show  ihat  they  were  out  of  order,  and  there- 
fore not  admissible;  but  as  he  was  about  to  pro- 
pose ajx)stponement,  he  should  not  raise  the  ques- 
tion  of  order.      Whenever,  he  said,  it  should  be 
ascertained  by  the  Executive  that  Mr.  Gallatin 
would  not  speedily  return,  it  had  been  in  its  con- 
templation to  appoint  a  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury  in   his   stead.     Late  circumstances    had    in- 
duced the  impression  that  his  speedy  arrival  was 
at  least  doubtful;  and   he  believed   that  the  Ex- 
ecutive had   determined    to  appoint  a  Secretary 
for  the   Department  over  which  that  gentleman 
had  presided.     This  was  a  reason  sufficient  to  in- 
duce  the   mover  of  these  resolutions  to  consent 
to  postpone  their  consideration   to  Monday.     If 
a   Secretary  should    not  at  that   time  have  been 
nomin&.ed,   the  resolutions   might   be  taken  up. 
and  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  submit  the  question  of 
order   to  which   he  had  before  adverted.     Bui  he 
had.  on  his  part,  no  sort  of  doubt  the  alleged  va- 
cancy in  the  Treasury  would   in  the  meantime 
be  filled. 

Mr.  Mason  expressed  his  earnest  desire  that 
these  resolutions  should  be  taken  up  at  an  early 
day.  The  postponement  to  this  day  had  been 
made  at  ihe  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  who 
now  moved  a  further  postponement,  and  nearly 
for  the  same  reasons  as  were  now  assigned.    The 

subject  Mr.  M.  conceived   to  be  all  important 

the  more  so  as  an  opinion  had  been  publicly  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor,  when  a  motion  was  made  to 
postpone  (a  day  or  two  ago),  that  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  vacant.  That 
opinion  he  believed  was  entertained  by  many; 
and.  if  the  fact  were  so.  it  was  time  that  something 
should  be  done  on  the  subject.  As  to  the  alleged 
intention  to  appoint  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
he  did  not  know  that  it  ought  to  have  weight  at 
all — the  object  of  his  motion  being  to  declare  the 
Constitutional  law  on  this  subject.  If  this  motion 
was  persisted  in.  Mr.  .M.  said  he  must  enter  gen- 
erally into  the  subject,  to  show  why  it  should 
not  prevail.  As  he  was  unwilling,  however,  to 
enter  incidentally  into  a  subject  of  this  magni- 
tude, if  the  gentleman  would  vary  his  motion  to 
an  earlier  day,  he  would  consent  to  the  postpone- 
ment. 

After  some  conversation  across  the  House,  be- 
tween Messrs.  Mason  and  Bibb,  in  an  under- 
tone, Mr.  Bibb  varied  his  motion  for  postpone- 
ment to  Friday  ;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 
iiem.  am. 


leave  to  withdraw  bis  petition,  and  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  presented  29th  of  December, 
1813. 

On   motion,  by  Mr.  GoLDSBOHotGU.  the  bill, 
I  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  transmission  of 
certain  documents  freeol  postage,"  was  postponed 
I  indefinitely. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Lewis  and  others,  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  New 
1  ork,  non-resident  proprietors  of  lands  and  houses 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  the  direct 
tax  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, who.  on  the  24th  of  January  last,  had  un- 
der consideration  the  memorial  of  William  Hart 
and  others,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
organizing,  payiug,  and  supplying  the  Army  of 
the  United  Slates,  together  wilh  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and, 
afier  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bhent.  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  fire 
insurance  company  in  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Tuesday.  February  8. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel Boone,"  was  read  a  third  iirae,  and  passed. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  Richard  Ward  had 


Wednesday,  February  9. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  attaching  to  the  Canton 
district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  ly- 
in2  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve;" a  bill,  entitled  "An  act    to  compensate 
Michael  Hogan  for  the  occupation  of.  and  dam- 
ages done  to  his  house,  by  a  detachment  of  Uni- 
ted Slates  iroops  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  William  Piait ;"  a  bill,  entitled  'An  act 
giving  pensions   to  the  orphans  and  widows  of 
persons  slain  in  the  public  and  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands  to  complete  their  payments;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled '-An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  cer- 
tain companies;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations, 
discounted   by   banks,  bankers,  and  certain  com- 
panies, and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descrip- 
tions ;■'  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  satisfy  the 
claim    of    Mary    Wells,    executrix    of   William 
Wells."     They    have   also    passed  a  resolution, 
'•directing  a  sword  to  be  presented  to  the  nearest 
male   relative   of  midshipman   John  Clark,"  in 
which  bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  con- 
curreni;^  of  the  Senate. 

The  seven  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  up 
for  concurrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  fire  insurance  com- 
pany in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hunter,  it  was  agreed,  that 
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ji  ^he  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to  1  The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  ai7inn.  r.o« 
f:  Congress  in  February.  1803,  by  James  Madison,  the  orphans  and  widow"  of  pf  ^nf  Tin Tn'th^ 
g  U.en  Secretary  o.  State;  Albert  Gallatin,  Secre-  public  or  private  armed  vesTe  of  the  UniteS 
I  Mryot  the  Treasury;  and  Lev,  Lmcoln,At<or-  States,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred 
I  .ey  General  of  the  Un.ted  States,  commissioners.  I  to  the  Comm.ttee  on  Naval  Affair,  to  cons  dp, 
%i  sppointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act.  entitled  "An    and  report  thereon  conMder 

-.  act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the         The  b.ll,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act 
btate  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establish-    entitled  'An  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  bank  ' 
ment  ol  a  government  in  the  Mississippi  Terri-  I  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  on  noi^  bond,^ 
tory    m  obedience  to  the   provisions  o/ the  act    and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  Srsaud 
supplemental  to  the  last  mentioned  act."  be  post      ■-    '  ■        J  ,.f  "*^.  ""OKers.  aua 
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poned  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 
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ThcIrsdav,  February  10. 
I  Mr.  Gaillari!),  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  authorizing  the 
Presidt-nt  of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  to  be  built, 
equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more  floating 
batteries^  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the 
^.United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
u  t«  the  second  reiiding. 

'.  ;  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthi.ngton.  the  Com- 

;  mittee  «in  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred. 

'  ofl  the  'Jlst  January,  the  petition  of  Daniel  Pet- 

^tjbone.  were  discharged   from  the    further  con- 

•  bideration  thereof;  and  the  petition  was  referred 

5  to  the  Secretary  for  the  De[>ariment  of  War,  to 

J  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

f      Ord<  rtd,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  com- 

jraittee  appointed  on  the  9th  of  December,  on  so 

l^much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 

t^tfd  States  as  relates  to  military  affairs,  in  place 

^ofMr.  Campbell;  and  Mr.  Smith  was  elected. 

a     The  President  communicated  the  reports  of 

^tlie  Poi.imaster  General,  relative  to  public  con- 

* 'tracts,  and  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  of  that  de- 

Jpartmer,t;  and  the  reports  were  read. 

£     The  bill, entitled  "An  act  attaching  to  the  Can- 

y.  ton  disirict.  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 

^  lying  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami 

■  ot'  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Connecticut  Reserve."  was 

read    the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 

>mittee  appointed  the  4th  instant,  on  the  petition 

*o{   Thomas  Cooper  and  others,  to  consider  and 

J  report  thereon. 

^  The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  giving  further 
;.*time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete 
j|their  payments.'  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
^(referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  con- 
V'aiider  and  report  thereon. 

f  ;The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  compensate  Mi- 
Tcliael  Hogan  for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages 
^df-jne  to  his  house,  by  a  detachment  of  United 
States  troops.''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief^f  Wil- 
li4m  Piatt."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
•fexred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  con- 
'jSifler  aiul  report  thereon. 

A-  The  ^ill.  entitled  "An  act  to  satisfy  the  claim 
vof  Mary  Wells,  executrix  of  William  Wells." 
|>^s  rea'i  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
^i«me  co.amittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


i 


certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of' exchange  of 
certain  descriptions,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Kino,  and 
S.MiTH,  were  appointed  the  committer. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  return 
to  their  own  districts  of  vessels  detained  by  the 
embargo  in  districts  other  than  those  where  they 
are  respectively  owned  or  belong;"  also,  a  reso- 
lution, "appointing  a  committee  on  their  part  to 
join  such  committee  as  the  Senate  may  appoint, 
to  ascertain  when  the  two  Houses  can  be  ad- 
journed without  detriment  to  the  public  service;" 
in  which  bill  and  resolution  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence,  was 
read  and  pas.sed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  resolution  for  a  joint  committee  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gaillard,  the  resolution 

directing  a  sword  to  be  presented  to  the  nearest 

male    relative  of  Midshipman  John   Clark   was 

!  read  the  second  and  third  times  by  consent,  and 

I  passed  unanimously. 

AxrT^*  ^*'"*'^   resumed,  as  in   Committee  of  the 

j  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 

i  effect   the  report  made  to  Congress  in  February. 

i  1&03.  by  James  Madi.son,  then  Secretary  of  State ; 

j  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and 

Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  General  of  the  United 

I  States,  comrni.ssioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of 

;  the  act.  entitled  "An  act   lor  an  amicable  setlle- 

I  ment  of  limits   with   the  State  of  Georgia,  and 

j  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  government 

in  the  Mississippi  Territory."  in  obedience  to  the 

provisions  of   the  act  supplemental  to  the  last 

I  mentioned  act. 

!  And  an  amendment  having  been  agreed  to  on 
motion,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  "  to  insure  uniformity  in  the  man- 
ulaclure  of  arms,  and  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  public  armories  ;"  and.  on  the  question.  Shall 
tins  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 


Friday,  February  12. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthi.noto.n.  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better  organizing, 
paying,  and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  was  postponed  to.  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Monday  next. 
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Proceedings. 
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Senate. 


Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was    bill  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
referred   the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa-    day  for.  Monday  next. 

tives  entitled  "An  act  for  giving  further  time  to        Mr.  Daggett  submitted  the  foilowin«T  motion 
purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete  their  pay-    for  consideration  :  "* 

ments,   reported    it  with   an   amendment,   which  j      Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
was  considered  and  adopted;  and.  on  motion,  by    tives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in   Congress 


Mr.  MoHROw,  It  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote;  and  the  reported  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  hill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 
The  Pheside.nt  communicated  a  letter  from 
George  W.  Campbell,  notifying  the  resignation 
of  his  seat  in  the  Senate;  which  was  read,  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  President  was 
requested  to  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  of  his  resignation. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  David  Porter,  a  Commander  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution,  brought  up  yesterday,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  read  a  second  and 
third  time  by  con.sent,  and  concurred  in,  and 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  and  Tdrner,  appointed 
the  committee  on  their  fwrt. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  re- 
turn to  their  own  districts  of  vessels  detained  by 
the  embargo  in  districts  other  than  those  where 
they  are  respectively  owned  or  belong,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  report  made  to  Congress  in  February. 
1803.  by  James  Madison,  then  Secretary  of  State  ; 
Albert  Gallatin.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and 
Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  act.  entitled  ''An  act  tor  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  Government 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  in  obedience  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  last 
mentioned  act. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting,  in  section  4.  line  19,  after  the  word 
"aforesaid,"  the  following: 

"  Except  that  ccrti6cates,  bearing  interest  as  pro- 
poaed  in  the  said  report,  ahall  not  be  granted  to  the 
claimants,  or  any  of  them ;  *ut  the  indemnification 
which  the  aaid  claimants  may  receive  shall  be  in  lands  ; 
or,  in  lieu  thereof,  and  at  their  option,  they  may  re- 
ceive certitjcates  without  interest,  not  exceeding  in 
amount  the  sum  of  •"ji.'i, 000,000,  agreeably  to  the  prop- 
ositions contained  in  the  aforesaid  report." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12, 
navs  13.  as  follows  : 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Condjt,  (iaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Kobinson,  Taylor. 
Turner,  \'arnum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Gilman,  Goldsbor- 
ough,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Smith,  and  Wells. 

On  motion,  the   further  consideration  of  the 


assembled.  That,  of  the  two  hundred  copies  of  the 
public  journals  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  present  and  every  future  Con- 
gress, commencing  with  the  present  session,  and  of 
the  documenu  published  under  the  orders  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  respectively, 
directed,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  at  the 
present  session,  to  be  printed,  there  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  each  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  each  judge  of  a  district  court 
of  the  United  States,  in  like  manner  as  the  acts  of 
Congress  are  transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  sev- 
eral  States,  one  copy  of  those  which,  by  the  aforesaid 
resolution,  are  directed  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of 
the  United  Sutes,  subject  to  the  future  disposition  of 
Congress.  *" 


Monday,  February  14. 

George  M.Bibb,  from  the  Slate  of  Kentucky 
attended. 

The  President  communicated  the  protest  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Indiana  Territory 
against  the  power  which  the  present  Governor  has 
assumed  to  divide  the  Territory  into  Council  Dis- 
tricts, without  being  thereto  authorized  bylaw 
which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Porter,  a  Com- 
mander in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  transmission  of 
a  copy  of  the  public  journals  and  documents  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  to  each 
of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  liccond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime! 

Mr.   Gohe    presented    the    petition   of  Daniel 
Hastings,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Joseph  Hast- 
ings, and  Gilman   Collamore,  all   of  Boston,  la 
the    Commonwealth    of   .Massachusetts,    stating 
that  they  were  owners  of  sundry  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  England,  in  the 
brig  Hector,  and  destined  for  Amelia  island,  but 
that,  by  stress  of  weather,  the  said  brig  was  com- 
pelled to  enter  the  port  of  Bath  fur  repairs  and 
provisions,  where  the  said  cargo  was  seized  and 
condemned    without  a  hearing,  of   which   they 
were   deprived    by    unavoidable  casualties,   and 
praying  relief;  and  the   petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
to  consider  and  report   thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

The  bill  for  giving  further  lime  to  purchasers 
of  public  lands  to  complete  their  paymeuls  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  report  made  to  Congress  in  February, 
by  James  Madison,  then  Secretary  of  Stale;  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and 
Levi  LincolQ,  Attorney  General  of  the  Uailed 
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ihVact,  eniuled  "An  aci  for  an  amicable  seitle- 
tnljt  of  lirr*ts  with  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  and 
aidKorizing  ^he  esL-^blishment  of  a  government 
in 'lie  Missr  sippi  Territory."  in  obedience  to  the 
pr<^!sions  of  ihe  act  supplemental  to  the  last 
m'^tioned  act. 

n  ntioiion.  the  bill  wa«s  recommitted  to  a  select 
raittce,  to  consist  of  five  members,  further  to 
ider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Gore, 
ON,  Tavlor,  Hunter,  and  Brent,  were 
mied. 

iQ   motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  motion  sub- 
ed  to  hitn  on  the  24th  January,  in  relation  to 
Department   of    Treasury,    was    postponed 
fi.iiiely. 

r.  Masoi*  submitted  the  following  motion 
fot^OQsideration : 

evolved.  That  a  rommittee  be  appointed  to  in- 
i«i  what  rases  the  President  of  the  United  States 
i-onsisteiitly  with  the  Constitution,  be  authorized 
w  to  appoint  persons,  without  the  advice  and  con- 
oi  the  St  nate,  to  perforin  the  duties  of  the  Secre- 
tary ot  State;  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  of 
thiVSecretary  of  War  ;  and  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
NfiSk.  And,  also,  to  inquire  whether  it  be  necessary 
or  F.pedient  t^i  repeal  or  amend  the  act  of  the  8th  of 
MiJ  ,  1792,  entitled  "An  art  making  alterations  in  the 
Tr/lisory  ant!  War  Departments;"  and  the  act  of  the 
)3A«  cif  February,  1795,  ainendinjt  the  aforesaid  act, 
an|  tliat  said  rommitu-e  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

\h['  Senate  res-umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WlSore,  the   !?ill  to  incorporate  a  fire  insurance 
pany  in  t!ie  town  of  Alexandria  ;  and  the  bill 
ordered  i.)  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime, 
hf  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
Srates  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  em- 
ed.  one  nr  more  floating  batteries  for  the  de- 
e  of  the   waters  of  the  United   States,  was 
t:he  sec(?nd   time  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
et? of  thti  Whole  5  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
".read  a  third  time, 
liiessagf  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
riied  thi  Senate  ihat  the  House  have  passed 


es.  coratriissioners.  appointed  in  pursuance  of]  turmg  Company,"  for  reasons  slated  at  large  ia 

the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereoa 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Giles,  Brent, 
and  H0R8EY,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Worthi.ngton,  from  ihe  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Piali," 
reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prksident  or  the  United  Spates: 


entitli'd  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  *An 


ini 

a     ^ 

acL[o  raise  um  additijnal  companies  of  rangers," 

in*ivljich   t»ey    request  the  concurrence  of  the 


to   |be 


\ 


i(<  bill  Rist  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
ie:secon^  readme, 
jnotiof*.  by  Mr.  Smith,  a  member  was  added 


ynyao 

Je.comtr^ttee  on  the  petition  of  the  President 
V'l^ire 


<1 

to 

arl^  '  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  in 
pia!  ^  of  MJ.  Ca.mhuell,  and  Mr.  Gore  was 
eleiierj.  * 

jr.l)AGG({TT  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Tiaffds,  arcJ  others,  non-resident  proprietors  of 
i  >nd  ho'ises  in  tfie  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  sub- 
of  direcf  taxe>. —  Referred  to  the  committee 
ap|feirtted  llrP  2-lth  of  January,  who  have  under 
co(  jideratio;-  the  several  petitions  heretofore  pre- 
serlt'di  on  ih*  same  subject,  to  consider  and  report 
tht|-ecn  by  Kill  or  otherwise. 

Wr.  GiLEy  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
JaJl.ey.  and  Others,  piraying  an  act  of  incorpora- 
nor  under  t*ie  title  of  the  '•  Columbia  Manufac- 


To  the  Senate  and  House  uf 

Repreaentativea  of  the  United  State*  : 
At  the  request  of  the  ].egislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
conveyed   through  the  Government   of  that   State,   I 
transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  itt  resolutions  of  the 
18tb  ultimo. 

JA.MES  .MADISON. 

FXBRIART   14,  1814. 

The  Message  on  tne  resolutions  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Legislature,  together  with  the  resolu- 
tions,  were  read. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Augustus  Barker,  of  New  \  ork,  stating  that  he 
entered  the  Army  at  a  very  early  period  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  ;  that  he  served  therein  until 
the  year  1782,  in  various  grades,  when  domestic 
concerns  compelled  him  to  resign  ;  and  thai  he 
hath  not  since  received  his  .seven  years'  pay  as  a 
captain,  and  in  commutation  of  half  pay,  and 
praying  redress,  as  is  stated  at  large  in  tlie  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith,  a  select  committee, 
to  consist  of  live  members,  was  appointed  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
as  relates  to  the  militia  thereof,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs. 
S.\iiTH.  Varnlm,  Anderson.  Bibb,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Giles,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Tuesday,  February  15. 
Mr.  Bledsoe  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  ex- 
pressive of  their  confidence  in  the  administration 
of  the  General  Government,  and  approbatory  of 
the  measures  pursued  ;  and  the  resolutions  were 
read.  • 

Mr.  Bledsoe  also  presented  the  memorial  and 
resolutions  of  that  Legislature,  relative  to  the  di- 
vision line  between  the  State  of  Kentucky  and 
of  Tennessee,  and  praying  such  provisions  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
the  jurisdiction  and  prescribing  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  cases  of  controversy  between  the  dif- 
ferent Stales  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Giles  called  up  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  War.  made  Uih  July. 
1813,  on  the  memorial  of  William  Tatham ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred,  together  with  cer- 
tain pipers  accompanying  it,  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report   thereon   by  bill  or 
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otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Giles,  Smith,  and  Kino, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  'Act  to  raise  ten  additional  companies  of 
rangers,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  motion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Ma- 
son for  consideration  was  resumed  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Gore.  Messrs.  Mason,  Giles,  and 
Kino,  were  appointed  the  committee  proposed. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON.  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  to 
retain  in  service  certain  volunteer  corps,"  report- 
ed it  with  amendments,  which  were  considered 
as  in  Coramiilee  of  the  Whole,  and  adopted  ;  and 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Senate  ac-  \ 
cordingly  ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  as  amended.  1 

A  message  from   the    House  of  Representa-  ■ 
tives  informed  the  Senate  that  the   House  have  ; 
passed  a   bill,  entitled  "'An  act   to  establish  the 
mode  of  laying  off  the  Territory  of  Indiana  into  ; 
districts,  for   the  election  of  its  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  '"An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Crawford  ;"  in  which  I 
bills  ihev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  I 

The  two  bills  last  brouglit  up  for  concurrence  , 
were  read,  and  passed  10  the  second  reading.  j 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  fire  insurance  com-  1 
pany  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the   District  ; 
of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time  ;  and,  on  mo-  j 
lion,  by  Mr.  Bhent.  was  amended  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed.  j 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  transrais-  j 
sion  of  a  copy  of  the  public  journals  and  docu- 
ments of  the  Senate  and  House  of   Representa- 
tives to  each  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  and  I 
district  courts  of  the  United  Slates,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  em- 
ployed, one  or  more  floating  batteries  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Porter, a  Com- 
mander in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was 
resumed;  and,  after  debate,  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Piatt,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 


Wednesday,  February  16. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  President  to  retain  in  service 
certain  volunteer  corps,"  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended  ;  and  further  amended  by  consent, 
and  passed  with  amendments;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Worthinoton.  the  title  was  amended, 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  retain  in,"  and  insert- 
in?,  in  lieu  thereof,  "receive  into." 

Mr.  Hdnter,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Cahoone,  and  others,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the 
mode  of  laying  off  the  Territory  of  Indiana  into 
districts,  for  the  election  of  its  members  of  the 
Le&rislaiive  Council,"  was  read  the  second   lime. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Crawford."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  4th  in- 
stant on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cooper,  and 
others,  to  consider  and  report  ihereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  bill  concerning 
field  oflficers  of  the  militia  and  officers  of  the  staff 
was  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  14lh 
instant  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  militia 
thereof,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  continue  in  force  An  act  to  raise  ten 
additional  companies  of  rangers  ;"and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Porter,  a 
Commander  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted ;  and  .Messrs.  Brown, 
Anderson,  and  Daggett,  were  appointed  the 
committee,  further  to  considerand  report  thereon. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies  ;  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of 
exchange  of  certain  descriptions,"  reported  it 
without  amendment ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  return  to  their  own  districts  of  vessels 
detained  by  the  embargo  in  districts  other  than 
those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or  be- 
long," reported  it  without  amendment.  And  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  amended  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Dana,  to  further  amend  the  bill,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  this  question  by  yeas  and  nays;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Fanning;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


Thursday,  February  17. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cahoone  and 
others  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Fanning."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
organizing,  paying,  and  supplying,  the  Army  of 
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th4;'UnitecJ  States;  and.  the  bill  having  been' 
anj*o<led,  th»'  further  consideration  thereof  was  j 
poi^ned  ufttil  to-raorrow.  | 

|;hv  bill,  ejiiitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  I 
an]^jc(  to  raise  ten  additional  companies  of  ran-  i 
gearf,"was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

*fn  raotioii,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  con-  ' 
sid|fa|ion  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  | 
for  ihje  return  to   their  own   districts  of  vessels  I 
det  <ired  by  the  embargo  in  districts  other  than 
the  !W  ;Where  they  are  respectively  owned  or  be- 
loii  jV";  was  postponed  to  Monday  next.  I 

I  |r.  Chacp,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  ' 
thhjiubject,  r<?ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sim- 
eotJtCnight ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
iht^iecond  ruading. 

Hi  

:L  ';  Friday.  February  18. 

I^  f.  Giles  presented  the  petition  of  John  G.  i 
Cu:  |ow,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  directors  of  the 
rais^ioaary  concerns  of  the  Society  of  the  Uni- 
ted |Breihren.  stating  that  this  society  have  been 
at  ji^ent  exp(>;ise  and  trouble  to  instil  into  the 
abo  -igjnes  of  America  the  principles  of  Chris- 
liai:  .ty  ;  that  their  labors  have  not  been  altogether 
uns  iccessful  ;  that  a  settlement  of  Indians  was 
etfeicj  under  their  auspices  in  Canada,  on  the 
riv(|    Retrench  or    Thames,  where    civilization 


praying  a  revision  of  the  laws  for  the  collection 
of  debts  under  twenty  dollars,  and  a  redress  of 
certain  grievances,  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise- 
and  Messrs..  Giles,  S.mith,  and  Hunter  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Farmers 
and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  praying 
an  act  of  incorporation,  for  reasons  stated  at 
large  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  thet 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cahoone 
and  others;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Monday,  February  21. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cahoone  and 
others,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Glover,  of  Boston,  praying  to  be  released  from 
penalties  and   forfeitures  inpdrred   by  an  alleged 

J      . -■     '    ....v..„    v..,.,w.ai,uu  ,  violation  of  the  non-irap<jftaiion  laws,  fur  rea- 

aiit^j-eligion  were  producing  the  happiest  effects;  i  sons  stated   at   large  in   the  petition  ;  which  wa^ 
but  "by  the  emrance  of  the  Army  of  the  United  i  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 


Sta  li-s  into  their  village,  under  the  command  of 
Mai  2r  General  Harrison,  the  melancholy  sight 
wa  'presented  to  the  missionary  and  the  inhabi- 
tan  'oil*  the  toial  destruction  of  their  houses  and 
oth  ir  Improvements,  the  labor  of  years,  by  that 
arn,  1,',  and  praying  indemnification;  and  the  pe- 
titiuM  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  fur  the 
use  Jf  jlie  Senate. 

A  y.  HoHstY,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
cofi  ider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
theffJtcretary  ot  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in 
bel.iOf  of  the  United  States,  for  seven  hundred 
anOtiiOy  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Ches- 


Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  c.irry  into  effect  the 
report  made  to  Congress  in  February.  1S03.  by 
James  Madison,  then  Secretary  of  Slate;  Albert 
Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Levi 
Lincoln,  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  amicable  settlement 
of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  author- 
izing  the  establishment  of  a  government  in  the 
Mississippi   Territory,"  in   obedience  to  the  pro- 


,..s*i,    „.,ii.  I  /-  "^    1   ,-  -•.<.-      ..^.,.o,oo.j,,M    xciniuiy,     lu   uueuience  lo  ine  pro- 

ap.^e  and  Delaware  Canal  Company ;  and  the    visions  of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  last  men- 
bii^^as  read,  and  pas.sed  to  the  second  reading.      1  tioned  act.  reported  it  with  amendments 

(5p  moliou-,  by  Mr  Worthi.ngton,  the  further  i  Mr.  Worthington.  from  the  Committee  on 
corjderat.oi.ol'thebill  for  the  better  organizing.  Military  Affairs,  reported  the  bill.  entUled  "'An 
paj^ig,  and  jupplymg  the  Array  of  the  United  <  act  to  compensate  Michael  Hogan  for  the  occu 

#1'  iTn'r^y"'!   'r  ^r''^^'^  ""J-      .  •  P*"""   "f'  ^"d   '1«"^«?^«  done  fo,  his  house  by  a 

,..r,!  ^''^  ^''  ^'  '''^'^  °^  ^''"^^'^  ^'^'S^^'  ^^^  detachment  of  United  States'  troops"  w  th 
reacthe^secoiid  tune.  ,  amendments.  ^' 

WjT  ^r'Kin'''"'"rt  "a  '"  Committee  of  the  \  Mr.  WoHTHiNoroN,  from  the  same  committee 
W4ole  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  establish  the  ,  also  reported  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  sat  sfr 
moL  of  ayi.g  off  the  Territory  of  Indiana  into  the  clafm  of  Mary  Wells,  xecutrixo  W  U  am 
disV.c:s,  for  ^he  election  of  its  members  of  the  I  Wells."       -■  •  '^*-""'*  oi    vviiiiam 

Le^^lative  Council ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the        The 
thi&  reading 
tie    bill 


"  with  amendments. 

bill    to  authorize  the   Secretary  of  the 

^.niirUl   '^A„    o.r    r      .k         If       'Treasury  to  subscribe,  in   behalf  of  the  United 

enti  led     An    act    for   the    relief  of    States,  for  seven  hundred  and  tiftv  shares  in  the 

ry  Fanntng,"  was  resumed;  and,  on  motion,    capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and   Delaware 

]r,  G.R»r.o,  referred  to  a  select  committee,    Canal  Company,  was  read  the  second  t.^e"^'"' 

^a,,der  ai.J  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Ger-        Mr.    Gilem    presented     the    iLtuion   of "  John 

theUamte?.'  "'   ^^ ^ -^  «PP-«'^'l    Thompson   pray'.n.  interest  ma^ be  aHo wed  him 

Hv^  •  •    ,  '^^   "'*  balance  ol  an  account  awarder!    in    hi< 

IXC.  ';..'.'"  ^'''T"^  the  memorial  of  the  jus-    favor  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasur^ 
"Ct^oj  .he  peace  lor  the  District  ol  Columbia,  |  agreeably  to  the  act  of  May  8,  1812 ;  and  the  pel 


He 

by 
to 
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tition  was  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 
that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  ihereon,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the 
return  to  their  own  districts  of  vessels  detained 
by  the  embargo  in  districts  other  than  those  where 
they  are  respectively  owned  or  belong,"  was  re- 
sumed as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Mr. Giles  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act.  en- 
titled "'An  act  to  provide  for  calline  forth  the 
militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions." 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  the 
mode  of  laying  off  the  Territory  of  Indiana  into 
districts,  for  the  election  of  its  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  I^night  was 
resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  satisfy  the 
claim  of  Mary  Wells,  executrix  of  William 
Wells,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and.  on  the 
question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays 
14.  as  follows : 

Yea« — Mcs-srs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bled- 
soe, Brent,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
and  Worthington. 

iN'ats — .Messrs.  Condit,  Dagffttt,  Dana,  Clprman, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Gore,  Howell,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  compensate 
Michael  Hogan  for  (he  occupation  of  and  dama- 
ges done  to,  his  house,  by  a  detachment  of  Uni- 
ted States'  troops,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?  Mr.  German  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next;  which  was  deter- 
mined In  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthi.ngton,  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative ; 
and,  the  question  recurring.  Sliall  the  amend- 
ments be  engrossed  and  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
Alexander  Smyth,  together  with  sundry  docu- 
ments. 

Mr.  Gaillard.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  wid- 
ows of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it 
without  amendmeat. 


Mr.  German,  from  the  committee  te  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Henry  Fanning,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


Tuesday,  February  22. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Knight  was 
read  a  third  time  ;  and.  after  debate,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  President  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  from 
October  1,  1812.  to  October  1,  1813;  as,  also,  the 
accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  for 
the  same  period,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
accountilig  officers  of  the  Treasury  thereon ; 
which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1814."  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Giles  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe,  the  memorial  and 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of 
Kentucky,  relative  to  the  division  line  between 
that  State  and  the  State  of  Tennes.see.  presented 
the  15th  instant,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and 
report  ihereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Bledsoe,  Giles,  Anderson.  Daggett,  and 
King,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  lor  the  return  to  their  own  districts 
of  vessels  detained  by  the  embargo  in  districts 
other  than  those  where  they  are  respectively 
owned  or  belong;"  and,  on  the  question  to  agree 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Dana  the  16th 
instant,  as  follows :  "Provided  always.  That  noth- 
ing contained  in  this  act,  or  in  the  act  aforesaid, 
shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  people  of  any 
one  Slate  from  carry  ing  on  trade  between  places 
within  the  same  State:"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  7.  nays  12.  as  follows: 

Y'kas — Messrs.  Dagi^ett,  Dana,  Gilman,  Gore,  Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  and  Mason. 

IN'ais — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  Giles, 
Howell,  Lacock,  .Morrow,  Stoue,  Tait,  Taylor,  V'ar- 
num,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  strike  out,  of 
section  4.  line  6,  '"  on  public  account,"  and  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof,  "being  the  property  of  the  United 
States,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
10,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gilman, 
Gore,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  and  Stone. 
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^<ikt— Meivn.  Bledaoe,  Brent,  ChsM,  Condit,  Ger- Icons-ideratioD  of  the  bill   be  postponed   until  to- 
yni  n,  ijilei,  Hpwell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tail,     morrow. 
T.  ylor,  and  \  nrnum. 

Arid  the  bill  havin;^  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
d^it  .reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly,  and 
It  va^  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 


Wednesday,  February  23. 

ri»e  amendments' to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
ta |pri)vide  ivr  the  return  to  their  own  districts  of 
T^  ,se5s  detat^ned  by  rhe  embargo  in  dibtricts  other 
Tfj|in -those  where  tluy  are  respectively  owned  or 
Ix^oiig."  wak  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
ph  «se;d. 

'Mr.  GoRK  presen<ed  the  petition  of  John  S. 
T  otj  and  Martin  blake,  of  Boston,  praying  to 
b<  ri'leased  I'roni  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
ja*u^red  by  an  alleged  violation  of  the  non-im- 
P'  lrta'.tion  laws,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the 
p*«il|on;  winch  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Cjrainittee  on  Forei_'n  Relations,  to  consider  and 
rt  >ojt  ihereuu  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

pi'i  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  committee  who 
hive  under  consideration  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
rt|iary  for  tile  Department  of  War.  on  the  me- 
jriSil  of  W  illiam  Tathara,  were  discharged  from 
turther  consideration   thereof  and  it  was  re- 

rr^'d.  together  witlj  certain  papers  accompany- 
|t.  to  Uvp  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 

|n4der  aiid  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

[Mr.  Briiun.  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
entitled  "An  a^•l  attaching  to  the  Canton  dis- 
tijct.  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lying 
bj^ween  thf  foot  of  :the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of 
L  jke  Erie  and  the  Connecticut  Reserve;"  re- 
p<  irtt«d  it  wirhout  amendment. 

Tie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issu- 
i^  T  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year 
I'Ii4;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
apelecl  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
Ciiosider  anfi  report  ^hereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Smith, 
1^<YJ.0R.  King,  Tait.  and  A.nderson,  were  ap- 
p<|inti?d  the  committee. 

iTijjfe  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '"An  act  to 
pijjovide  for  railing  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
l»ws  of  the  Uniooi.  suppress  insurrections,  and 
read   the  second  time,  and 


tit*  bws  of  the  Uni» 
rtr.eB  invasinas,"  wa' 

rt^erfed  to  yie  Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the 
L&ittid  Statrs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
^he  third' reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
SXm'on  Kntgiii  whk  resumed  :  and,  on  motion. 
bJ\tj-.  Chace.  the  further  consideration  thereof 
^j»s  posipoiK'd  until  Monday  next. 
■  iji:^  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  consid- 
emiivn  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties 
Off  Kstes  of    banks,  bankers,  and    certain   corn- 


on    notes.   bond><.    and 


obligations, 


IIS 


laiHs 

jnjed  bybanks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descrip- 
'  was  postponed  until  Monday  next, 
trhe  bill  tor  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and 
sijipfying,  the  Array  of  the  United  States,  was 
r^umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  fur- 
t&.r  amended,  and  an  additional  amendment  hav- 
iiK  been  pr^-posed.  i-t  was  agreed  that  the  further 


On  motion,  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  12,  nays  6,  as 
follows : 

YtAi — Messrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Chace,  Condit, 
Gilman,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lambert,  Mason,  Morrow, 
Robinson,  Tait,  and  Weils. 

Nats — Mesurs.  Anderson,  German,  Gore,  Smith, 
Varnum,  and  Worlhington. 

So  the  Senate  was  adjourned  to  11  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Tuesday,  February  24. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  the  bill  to  amend 
ihe  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva>ioDs,''  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CoramitTee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  report  made  to  Congres.s  in  February. 
1803,  by  James  Madison,  then  Secretary  uC  State  ; 
Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and 
Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
Stales,  commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
authorizing  the  establiihmeni  of  a  government  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,''  in  obedience  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  last 
mentioned  act,  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and, 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments  with  further 
amendment,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and.  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  23,  nays  5,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Metisrs  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  German,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, .Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Taylor,  Var- 
num, and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Tait,  Turner,  and 
Worthington. 


Friday.  February  25. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  better  organizing,  paying, 
and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  bill  having  been  further  amended  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  lime  as  amended. 

Mr.  Fromentin.  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to 
Congress  in  February.  1803,  by  James  Madison, 
then  Secretary  of  State;  Albert  Gallatin,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  ;  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  States,  commissioner*, 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the 
Slate  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establish- 
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ment  of  a  government  in  the  Mississippi  Terri-  |  and  a  half  feet  diameter,  for   which,   under  his  first 

patent,  he  changed    thirty  dollars,   he   now   demands 
three  hundred  dollars;  for  those  of  six  feet,  for  which 
he  formerly  received  forty  dollars,  he  now  charges  five 
hundred  and   twenty  dollars;  and  for  a  pair  of  seven 
feet  8tone.«.  his  demand  it>  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  dollars.     For  a  mill   (now  budding)  to  run   five 
I  pair  of  stones  of  seven   feet  diameter,  his   demand  ia 
'  three   thousand  six   hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars, 
I  for  which,  under  his  former  patent,  he  would  only  have 
demanded  two  hundred  dollars. 

I      The  memorialists  have  produced  proof  to  show  that 

the  said  Evans  is  not  the  original  inventor  of  any  of 

I  the  machinery  specified  in  his  patent,  to  wit :  that  the 

]  principles  of  the  elevator  have  been  known  for  ages, 

i  and   particularly  in   latter  years,  through  their  use  in 

I  the  well  known  operation  of  the  chain  pump.     That 

I  the  hopperboy  was  invented  by  Christian  StoufTcr,  and 

'  used  in  the  mills  of  his  father,  brother,  and  others,  prior 

I  to  the  year  1775.     That  the  screw  or  conductor  was 

t  invented   and    used  by  Jonathan    Ellicot,  prior  to  the 

I  date  of  the  first  patent  obtained  by  the  said   Evans  in 

I  1790.     It  is  admitted  by  the  said  Evans  that  he  is  not 

in    the  year    1790,  he  obtained  a  patent  under  i  j^e  original  invented  of  any  of  the  principles  of  the 

It  of  the  Lnited  dilates  for  the  elevator  and  hop-     ,j,achine8  specified  in  his  patent,  but  that  he  is  the  in- 


tory,"  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  act 
supplemental  to  ihe  last  mentioned  act,  correctly 
engrossed. 

Nlr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Crawford,"  reported  it  amended. 

PATENT  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Isaac  McPherson  and 
others,  on  the  subject  of  the  patent  granted  to 
Oliver  Evans,  under  the  act  of  the  21st  January, 
1808,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver 
Evans."  made  a  report;  which  was  read.  The 
report  is  as  follows  : 

That  in  the  year  1787,  Ohver  Evans  obtained  from 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland, 
laws  vesting  him  with  the  exclusive  right  to  use,  in 
those  States,  the  elevator  and  hopperboy,  being  inven- 
tions or  improvements  claimed  to  have  been  made  by 
him  in  the  process  of  the  art  of  manufacturing  Hour. 
That, 
the  laws 

perboy  and  also  for  the  screw  or  conductor,  an  addi- 
tional improvement  in  the  art,  claimed  also  as  his  in- 
vention and  improvement;  that  for  fourteen  years  (the 
term  of  his  first  patent)  he  continued  to  receive,  from 
nearly  all  the  persons  employed  in  the  art  of  manufac- 
turing flour,  from  thirty  to  forty  dollars  (being  the 
prices  which  he  then  deemed  sufiicient^  for  the  use  of 
the  machinery  for  each  water  wheel. 

That,  about  three  years  after  the  expiration  of  his 
patent,  to  wit;  in  the  year  1807,  a  suit.  |>ending  in 
the  court  of  Pennsylvania,  was  decided  against  him, 
"on  the  ground  that  his  patent  was  deficient  in  form, 
and,  therefore,  invalid."  It  is,  however,  believed  by 
your  committee,  that  it^  invalidity  was  unknown  until 
after  the  trial  ;  and  that  nearly  all  engaged  in  the 
manufacturing  of  flour,  during  the  term  of  his  patent, 
bad  paid.  A  plea,  however,  was  made  by  the  said 
Oliver  Evans,  to  wit :  that  little  benefit  had  arisen  to 
him  from  his  patent,  because  of  the  deficiency  in  form 
thereof;  and  Congress,  in  consequence,  passed  a  law, 
dated  SIst  January,  1808,  "for  the  relief  of  Oliver 
Evans  ;"  thereby  granting  to  the  said  Evans,  his  "  heirs, 
&c,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  fourteen  years,  the  full 
and  exclusive  right  and  liberty  of  making,  constructing, 
using,  and  vending  to  be  used,  his  invention,  discovery, 
and  improvement  in  the  art  of  making  flour  and  meal, 
and  in  the  several  machines  which  he  has  invented, 
improved,  and  applied  to  that  purpose. 

That,  under  that  act,  a  patent  issued  to  the  said 
Evans,  dated  2'2d  January,  180H.  for  the  term  of  four- 
teen years.  By  the  authority  derived  therefrom,  he 
claims  that  there  is  secured  to  him,  not  only  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  using  the  machine  specified  therein, 
but  a  power  to  "  prohibit  the  use  of  any  other  inven- 
tion that  shall  accomplish  the  same  effect,  although 
the  principles  be  ever  so  different."  In  proofwhereof, 
the  said  Evans  has  actually  instituted  a  suit  against 
Jeremiah  Bay  ley,  to  recover  damages  for  using  his  own 
invention,  (for  which  he  has  received  a  patent,)  which, 
by  the  application  oi  wind,  conveys  wheat  or  flour  from 
one  part  of  a  mill  to  another. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  said  act,  he,  the  said  Evans, 
has  demanded  and  received  for  the  use  of  his  machinery 
unusual,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  ex- 
travagant prices,  to  wit:  for  a  pair  of  stones  of  four 
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venlor  of  improvements  therein,  and  that  has  combined 
and  applied  the  whole  to  operate  their  present  useful 
effects ;  that  is  to  say,  that  he  invented  the  leather 
strap,  and  improved  and  applied  the  principles  of  the 
chain  pump  to  the  purposes  now  in  use  for  his  elevator ; 
that  he  has  improved  the  hopper  machine,  now  called 
the  hopperboy  ;  and  that  he  has  made  some  useful  im- 
provements in  the  conductor,  and  has  applied  it  to  the 
purposes  specified  in  his  patent.  The  memorialists 
have  submitted  proof  to  show  that  the  elevator,  by  a 
i-trap.  had  been  in  use  in  the  year  1786,  in  the  mill  of 
Marshal  and  Stroud,  near  the  residence  of  the  said 
Evans,  which  had  been  seen  by  him,  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence, they ,  Marshal  and  Stroud ,  had  been  exempted 
from  payment  for  the  use  of  the  elevator  and  hopper- 
boy, under  the  acts  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and 
.Maryland. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  Oliver  Evans  was  an  act  of  benevolence  which 
Congress  were  under  no  obligation  to  grant,  his  patent 
having  expired  nearly  three  years  ;  that  it  could  not 
have  been  expected  that  an  act  of  such  high  favor  would 
have  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  extortion  and  op- 
pression. It  must  have  been  believed  that  the  patentee, 
grateful  for  the  extraordinary  favor  conferred  on  him, 
would  have  used  the  right  reinstated  in  him  with  mod- 
eration and  temper.  It  is,  however,  with  regret  that 
the  committee  are  compelled  to  state  that  he  has  abused 
the  power  vested  in  him  by  an  act  intended  for  his  re- 
lief, to  the  oppression  of  individuals,  by  the  exaction  of 
exorbitant  sums  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  machines 
s[)ecified  in  his  patent,  and  by  his  attempt  to  prevent 
the  use  of  the  inventions  of  others,  which,  although 
entirely  different  in  principle,  are  capable  of  operating 
the  same  effect. 

To  prevent  the  said  Evans  from  abusing  (in  future) 
the  power  vested  in  him,  the  committee  submit  a  bill 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Ohver  Evans." 

Mr.  S.mith  then,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  hill  to  amend   the  act.  entitled  "An  act 
[  lor  the  relief  of  Oliver   Evans,"  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.    Aad  the 
I  Senate  adjourned. 
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Monday.  February  28. 


I  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Knijfht ;  aod  on  rao- 

Jonathan  Ro.ehts.  appo.nted  a  Senator  by  i  t'on-  ^V  Mr.  Ta.t.  that  the  further  cons.derat.on 

ge  Legisl-tfure  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn-    thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  m  D«- 

•*"         *  .  ...-,.,.  .  ;  ceraber  next,  It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 


l^uania,  ifi  place  of  Michael  Leib.  resigned,  pro   ,  r     %t     n>  .    en   u    l!-  i      •  i 

^uced  h.s  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he  look  1      O"  motion,  by  Mr.  CHACE.to  fill  the  blank  with 

J; s  seat  in.;:he  Senate. 
Mr.  S.MiiH,  frorri  the  committee  to  whom  was 

tfferred  thr  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  authorize  the  .    ,  ,  .         u     nf      d  r 

•^  —  -  e  of  the  I  '^*^  negative;  and.  on   motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of 

Georgia,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next 


"2.()00.''  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  blank  be 
filled  with  "one  thousand,"  it  was  determined  in 


'truing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  servic 
^ai  1814.1'  reporifd  it  without  amendment. 
;The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
ill  to  carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to  Con- 
ij-ess  in  February.  1803,  by  James  Madison,  then 
ecretary  uf  Stare  ;  Albert  Uallalin.  Secretary  of 
Je  Treasury;  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  Gen- 
fa!  of  the  United  States,  commissioners.appointed 
ii  pursuance  of  tiiie  act,  entitled  '•  An  act  for  an 
.^icable  .-etllement  of  limits  with  the  State  of 
^ebrgia,  and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a 
nveriimeiit  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  in  obe- 
jence  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  supplemental 
}  the  last  mentioned  act  ;  and  the  blanks  having 


The  Senate  re>uraed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1814,"  and  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  ; 
It  has  appeared  that,  at  the  recovery  of  the  Michi- 
gan Territory  from   the   temporary   pofwesBion  of  the 


i?en  filled,  on   the  question.  Shall   this  bill  pass?  :  en«my.  the   inhabitants   thereof  were  left  in  so  desti- 
'  was  determined   m   the  aftirmative-yeas  24,  • '"»«  "'^  distressed  a  condition  as  to  require  from  the 
iiays  8,  as  follows: 
*  \  EAS — Wessrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 


Jrown,  Coi.ilil,  Dasgett,  Dana,  Fromentin.  (ierman, 
iiles,  Giln)an.  Uore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Kinp, 
lambert,  Morrow,  Kobinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Taylor, 
.arnum,  ami  Weils. 

■^  iVATs — Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georjijii,  Chare,  Gaillard, 
ia'-ock,  Roberts,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

I  So  it  was  Resotred,  That  this  bill  pass;  and, 

Sn   motion,   by  .Mf-  Taylor,  it  was  agreed   that 
le  title  thereof  bti  "An  act  providing  for  the  in- 
kemnification  of  ctfrtain  claimants  of  public  lands 
■l<i  the  Mississippi  Territory." 
J^  The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled    •An  act  for 


public  stores  certain  supplies  essential  to  their  subsist- 
ence, which  have  been  prolonged  under  the  same  ne- 
cessity which  called  for  them. 

The  deplorable  situation  of  the  savages,  thrown  by 
the  same  event  on  the  mercy  and  humanity  of  the 
American  commander  at  Detroit,  drew  from  the  same 
source  the  means  of  saving  them  from  perishing  by 
famine  ;  and,  in  other  places,  the  appeals  made  by  the 
wants  and  sufferings  of  that  unhappy  description  of 
people  have  been  equally  imperious. 

The  necessity  imposed  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy 
in  relation  to  the  savages,  of  admitting  their  co-opera- 
tion, in  some  instances,  with  our  arms,  has  also  in- 
volved occasional  expense  in  supplying  their  wants; 
and  it  is  possible  that  a  perseverance  of  the  enemy  in 


Jie  relief  of  Oliver  Evans,"  was  read  the  second     their  cruel  policy  may  render  a  further  expense  lor  the 

hke  purjiose  inevitable. 

On  these  subjects  an  estimate  from  the  Department 
of  War  will  be  laid  before  Congress,  and  I  recommend 
a  suitable  provision  for  them. 

J.\.ME8  MADISON. 
Fkbhi  ABT  36,  1814. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Aiken  and 
Pearl  Spaffurd,  of  Massachusetts,  reported,  that. 


jnie. 

A  messfiige  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
^iformed  li|ie  Senate  that  the  Hou>e  have  passed 
bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
-^Kn  act  lading  duties  on  sales  at  auction  oi  mer- 
chandise, .fnd  of  ibips  and   vessels;"  a  bill,  enti- 
led ••An  .HCt  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis  ;"  a 
rill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  belter  organization 
t'lhecourts  of  the  United  Stales  within  the  Stale 


J,f  New  YOrk  ;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  yup-    in  the  opinion  of  the  coinmiiiee,  the   prayer  of 


Siementary  to  an  act,  entiiled  •An  act  for  the  re- 
ef of  Thomas  Wilson  ;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
Ut'st  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
y  The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
jgrere  read,  and  paised  to  a  second  reading. 
^  The  Ph):sident  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  exhibiting 
\^v  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in  that  Deparl- 
Nient  in  ttie  year  1813,  with  the  sums  allowed  to 
.  ach  ;  and  the  rej/orl  was  read. 
■    The  bill  for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and 
»upplyin2    the   Army  of  the  United   States,  was 
<ead  a  third  time;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown, 
Ihi  iwtlfih  secii()n  was  stricken  out.  by  unani- 
tnous  consvnt ;  and  t!ie  blanks  having  been  filled, 
:he  bill  w;>s  pased. 
^   jThe  Senate  rc>umed  the  third  reading  of  the 


said  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Tuesday,  March  1. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Don  Ra- 
mon de  Lenares  Gonzales  and  Don  Ramon  de 
Calmenero,  stating  that,  in  consequence  of  im- 
proper delays  of  the  collectors  of  New  Orleans, 
and  the  subsequent  illegal  detention,  by  General 
Flournoy.  of  three  Spanish  vessels,  which  they 
had  been  permitted  to  load  with  provisions  for 
La  Vera  Cruz,  they  were  detained  until  notice 
uf  the  embargo  law  arrived,  when  said  vessels 
were  ordered  to  be  unladen,  to  the  great  injury 
and  loss  of  the  pi  iiiioners.  who  pray  permission 
to  depart  with  said  vessels  and  cargoes;  and  the 
petiiioQ  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Corainitiee 
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oo    Foreign    Relations,   to  consider  and    report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  of  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Tiding  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  Messrs.  Ma.son,  Bled- 
soe, and  Brow.n,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilman.  a  member  was 
added  to  the  committee  appointed  agreeably  to 
the  forty-second  rule  for  conducting  business  in 
the  Senate,  in  place  of  Mr.  Leib  ;  and  Mr.  Gail- 
lard was  elected. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin.  a  member  was 
added  to  the  library  committee,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Leib;  and  Mr.  Fromentin  was  elected. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  a  member  was 
added  to  the  committee  who  have  under  consid- 
eration the  petition  of  Stephen  Girard,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Leib;  and  Mr.  Roberts  was  appointed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1814,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  four  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  concur- 
rence were  severally  read  the  second  time. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Crawford,"  together 
wilh  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee  ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment, the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 


Wednesday,  March  2. 
The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  emoluments  uf 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  cus- 
toms for  the  year  1813;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Htllhouse  and  others,  commiifsioners  of  the  school 
fund  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  requesting, 
agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  Stale,  a  transfer  of  certain  United  States' 
stock,  heretofore  placed  to  the  credit  of  said  Slate, 
to  objects  therein  designated  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Dana,  Taylor,  and  Giles,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  to  amend  the 
act.  entitled  'An  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bank- 
ers, and  certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of  ex- 
change of  certain  descriptions;"  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  it  was  further  post- 
poned. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  attaching  to  the 
Canton  district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of 
land  lying  between  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Connecticut  Re- 
serve ;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  King,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled  "'An 
act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of 
persons  slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Stales;"  and  it  was  ordered  lo 
a  third  reading. 


Thursday  March  3. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
fix  the  compensations  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lambert  presented  the  memorial  of  Mr. 
George  Realty  and  others,  citizens  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  non-resident  proprietors  of  lands 
and  houses  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  on  the  subject 
of  the  direct  tax  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
24ih  January,  who  have  under  consideration  the 
several  memorials  heretofore  presented  on  the 
same  subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Nimrao,  of  Warren,  in  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying  the  remission  of  certain  duties  on  one 
iiundred  bales  of  cotton,  the  growth  and  produce 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  reasons  stated  at 
large  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Hunter,  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  and  Smith,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ••An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edwin 
T.  Satterwliite.  late  purser  of  ihe  Vixen;  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Shawneetown,''' 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  W^oHTHiNGTON.  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  an 
additional  military  academy;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  more  effectual  en- 
forcing of  the  non-imporiaiion  laws,  by  forbid- 
ding the  courts  lo  deliver  to  the  claimants  pend- 
ing the  trial  merchandise  or  other  articles  seized 
un'der  the  same."  reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  -Au  act  to  amend 
the  act.  entitled  'An  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  on  notes, 
boud.-.  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bank- 
ers, and  certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of  ex- 
change of  certain  descriptions,"  was  further  post- 
poned to  Tues.,ay  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  further  con- 
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leration  (if  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 

the  Treasury  t^  subscribe,  ia  behalf  of  the 
Foiled  Stai'es.  tor  seveQ  hundred  and  fifty  shares 

the  capiial  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
irare  Canal,  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 
*^r.  Varsum  presented  the  petition  of  George 

mer,   staring   that   he  was  appointed    by    the 

esident  uf  the  United  States  to  command  a 
gtment  of  volunteers;  but.  for  reasons  as  yet 
iknown.  he  was  discharged  from  the  service, 
ion  whict*  he  has  craved  and  obtained  a  court 

inquiry,  the  expenses  attending  which  will  fall 
if.'ry  heavy  on  hira,  being  out  of  service;  and 
faying  th^t  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  may 
^  jllowed  him.  ur.til  a  decision  shall  take  place. 
*;  were  aiUfwed  him  while  in  service;  and  the 
wtition  wa">  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 
»»r  the  Dejjartment  of  War,  to  consider  and  re- 
'ori  thereof  to  the  Senate. 

The  Serrate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Vhole.  ihe;bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 

epry  Farming ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
(shading,      i 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
Vir  the  reljef  of  James  Crawford,"  was  read  a 
bird  time  4s  amended,  and  passed. 

The  biHi  entitled  "An  act  giving  pensions  to 
(bo  orphan*  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the 
ijujjlic  or  Private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States,"  w  js  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

■^'  '"  '  renamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
ideration  of  the  Bill  to  amend  the 
act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
;J}e(  militia  jo  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
ijrtjss  insuilrectioiiiJ,  and  repel  invasions;"  and, 
liftfr  debati,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
i    ■  < 


|9t9tes,    w  js  reau 

I,  The  Seiate  re 

m"hole,  ihuconsjd 

jct  entitler»  -An 
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'       Fbiday,  March  4. 

*  Mr.  MA^JDN.  from  the  committee  appointed  to 

•Ottiider  ti|e  subject,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 

ho  purchase  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  judges 

f  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  and 

'dit  bill  wa<  then  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 

jading. 

f*  The  PBtsiDENT  communicated   the  report  of 
^  e  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Trea.sury, 
uade  in  conformity  with  the  sixth  section  of  the 
icl  passed  on  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  entitled  "An 
cct  fixing  the  compensation  of  public  Ministers 
tad  Consuls  residing  on   the  coast  of  Barbary. 
lOitl  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 
The  bill  to  fix  the  co.iipensation  of  the  clerks 
mployed  ;n  the  offices  ot  the  Secretary  of  the 
senate  ini  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Ilepresenta- 
ives,  was  «-ead  the  second  time. 
Mr.  Gaii-lard,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
^\6airs,  re^3orted  a  bill  authorizing  an  augmenta- 
tion of  the  marine  corps;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
^nJ  passei{  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Anwerson   from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
ointed  to  ascertain  when  the  two  Houses  can  be 
diourned^without  detriment   to  the  public  ser- 
vice, reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  they  may  be 
Adjourned    on    Monday,   the    Uth  day  of  April 
;tiext ;  and'ihe  report  was  read. 


Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Brevard,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
pas.sed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
officers  of  the  United  States  Navy,  serving  on 
the  Lakes,  on  the  inadequacy  of  their  pay  on  that 
station ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  military 
academy  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
win T.  Satterwhite,  late  purser  of  the  Vixen," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Shaw- 
neetown,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  4th  of  February, 
on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cooper  and  others,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Fanning,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Fro.menti.n  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in- 
structing their  Senators  in  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject of  indemnification  for  the  disbursements  of 
certain  individuals  in  taking  possession  of  a  part 
of  that  State  in  the  year  1810;  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  oth- 
erwise ;  and  Messrs.  Frome.ntin,  Bledsoe,  and 
Brown,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith.  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '"Aa 
act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions,and  repel  invasions,"  was  postponed  to  Tues- 
day next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
'"An  act  to  incorporate  a  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  with  amendments;  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars;"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  (he  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


MoKDAY,  March  7. 

Mr.  Bibb,  ot  Georgia,  submitted  the  following 
resolutions  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  thf  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  be  may  possess,  calculated  to  show  what 
has  been  the  practice  of  Great  Britain  concerning  her 
native  subjects  naturalized  in  other  countries  and  taken 
in  arms  against  her ;  also,  what  is  the  general  prac- 
tice of  the  nations  of  Europe  relative  to  the  naturah- 
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zation  or  employment  in  war  of  the  native  subjects  of 
each  other. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  calculated  to  show  un- 
der what  circumstances,  and  on  what  grounds,  Great 
Britain  has  been  in  the  practice  of  refusing  to  discharge 
native  citizens  of  the  United  States  impressed  into  her 
■ervice. 

Resolved.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
•be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  be  may  possess,  calculated  to  show  what 
has  been  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  relative  to  Amer- 
ican seamen  on  board  her  ships  of  war  at  and  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war  with  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORocGH  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  R.  Plater  and  others,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  citizens  of  St.  Mary's  county,  in 
the  Slate  of  Maryland,  representing  the  peculiar 
grievances  under  which  they  labor  in  relation  to 
the  existing  war,  and  praying  effectual  redress,  as 
is  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Jona- 
than S.  Smith,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stal- 
ing that  in  the  year  1812  he  resided  at  the  city  of 
Algiers,  in  Barbary,  for  commercial  purposes; 
that,  on  the  21st  July,  the  Consul  General  of  the 
United  States  informed  him  of  an  order  issued  by 
the  Dey,  requiring  the  departure  from  that  Re- 
gency of  all  American  citizens  by  the  23d  of  the 
same  ;  and  that-  by  this  short  notice  he  was  obliged 
to  abandon  a  quantity  of  coffee,  there  being  no 
vessel  in  port  in  which  he  might  ship  it  ;  and 
praying  indemnity,  inasmuch  as  the  18th  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments was  violated  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  Slate,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  Fire  In- 
surance Company  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  concurred  therein. 
The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  close  the  present  session  by  ad- 
journ.ng  their  respective  Houses  on  Monday,  the 
11th  day  of  April  next,  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  library 
for  the  use  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  Stalea  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Varnl'.m  presented  the  petition  of  John  Bra- 
zer,  of  Boston,  in  behalf  of  himself  as  part  owner, 
and  as  agent  for  the  other  owners  and  crew,  of 
the  letler-of-marque  brig  Argus,  stating  that  the 
said  brig  captured  the  British  brig  Atlantic  with 
a  carj[o,  which  prize  was  afterwards  recaptured 
by  a  British  cruiser  and  carried  to  Halilax;  from 
thence  she  proceeded  on  her  destined  voyage  for 
Cork,  but  was  captured  by  the  United  States  fri- 
gate Congress  and  sent  to  Boston,  where  she  was 


condemned  as  lawful  prize  to  the  captors ;  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  various  misfortunes  sus- 
tained by  the  owners  and  crew  of  the  Argus, 
they  pray  that  half  of  the  moiety  of  the  proceeds 
of  said  prize,  which  has  been  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  may  be  granted  to  them  ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Lloyd,  praying  compensation  for  the  invention  of 
a  li(]uid  combustible,  applied  to  public  use,  and 
for  services  rendered,  as  is  stated  at  large  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  augmentation  of  the 
Marine  Corps  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  a  loao 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Ki>fG.  GiLE.s,and  Roberts,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have 
passed  the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  allowin?  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  officers, 
and  crews,  of  the  private-armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  President  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased 
the  vessels  therein  described  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  Aa 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1814  ;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1814."  They  have 
also  passed  a  joint  resolution  fixing  the  time  for 
an  adjournment  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress; in  which  bills  and  resolution  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  and  joint  resolution  last  brought 
up  for  concurrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to 
an  act.  entitled  'An  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the 
owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private-armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States."  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Fowle  and  others,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  other 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  stating,  as  their  opinion,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  memorial  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  presented  the 
18ih  ultimo,  praying  a  revision  of  the  laws  for  the 
collection  of  debts  under  twenty  dollars,  and  a 
redress  of  grievances,  is  unreasonable  and  ought 
not  to  be  granted,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  ia 
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At  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
^Mrs.  Gii-ES.  Shith.  and  Hcnter.  to  whom 
^•Js  referred  the  aoove-menlioned  memorial,  lo 
(Xioiider  and  report  thereon. 

I     EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 


negotiate  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  duringf 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  prior  to  their  session  m 
May  last. 

When,  the  Message  of  the  President  announced 
that  he  had  commissioned   these  gentlemen  dur- 


'he  following  naotion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gore,    ing  the  recess,  the  supposed  irregularity  was  no 


^tl,  closed  doors,  on  the  28th  of  February  last 
e  Presidrnt  of  ihe  United  Statea  having  by  the 
Cljn»Utution  power  to  fill  up  ail  vacancies  that  may 
h£)pen  Juruig  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting 
^oroissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their 
fi^^t  session  : 

"  Kf.solted,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  no 
ni^'h  vacancy  can  happen  in  any  office  not  before  full. 
•Jiisolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the 
ti  ^c»  of  Envoy  Extrjordinary  and  Minirter  Plenipo- 
t!  fit^ry,  to  n««gotiate  and  sign  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with 
tj  i  United  Kingdom  of  Great  bntain  and  Ireland, 
h  -il  iiot  been  t'l lied  «i  any  time  alter  the  declaration 
C^iwar  upon  (ne  eighteenth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1812, 
a  sl  before  tLc  late  recess  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
I  '.-fd  day  of  March  lust,  when  the  same  was  not  full. 
i^rmjlved.  Thai  the  granting  of  commissions  to  Al- 
ii ^ft  tiallatm,  John  l^.  .\dams,  and  James  A.  Bayard, 
V  .be  Envoj—  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipo- 
t  Jitjary,  to  negotiate  and  nign  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
t  ^  United  Kingdon^  of  (Jreat  Britain  and  Ireland, 
ifing  the  lat^  recesB  of  the  Senate,  as  in  the  Presi- 
it's  Messav^e  to  the  Senate  of  the  twenty-ninth  day 
.May  last,  is  stateii  to  have  been  done,  was  not,  in 
tiy  opinion  of  the  Senate,  authorized  by  the  Consti- 
lon,  inasmuch  as  x  vacancy  in  that  office  did  not 
p[>en  duriiig  such  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  as  the 
nKte  had  nijt  advU<'d  and  consented  to  their  appoint- 
_    nt :   Whereupon, 

Retolved,  That,  while  the  Senate  venerate  the  au- 
ri'ority  and  dignity  of  the  office  of  President  of  the 
C)jited  Stated,  and  will,  at  all  times,  as  a  high  and 
^ential  povs.er  in  the  Constitution,  exert  themselves 
(^,  Otaintain  and  pref<erve  undiminished  the  whole  Ex- 
«•  iiutave  authority  thereby  established,  they  owe  it  lo 
I  je  trust  confided  lo  themselves,  as  well  as  to  the 
{  ^ate«,  their  constituents,  to  protect  the  power  over 
,  Npointmenli,  lo  office,  which  the  Constitution  has 
.  (acrd  in  thai  body.     From  these  considerations,  joined 


a)  the  convi,'tion  that  the  rights  of  the  Senate  have     varied;  and  the  modifications  wherewith  it  may 
ifen  infringt-d   by  an  important  act,  to  the  validity  of    he  exercised. 

^h'ch  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  were  es-  ,  Speaking  of  the  President,  the  section  declares, 
jtntial ;  the  Senate  find  themselves  called  upon,  by  I  '*  he  shall  nominate,  and.  by  and  with  the  advice 
jerr  duty  to  the  States,  and  in  support  of  the  Consti-  j  '  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambas- 
^ition,  reluctantly  to  protest,  and  they  do  hereby  sol-  I  '  sadors,    other    public     Ministers    and   Consuls, 


ticed,  and  frequently  made  the  topic  of  discus- 
sion. It  was  then  remarked  that,  although  the 
granting  the  commission  during  the  recess  might 
be  irregular,  it  was  not  an  evidence  agaio:>t  the 
fitness  of  the  gentlemen  for  the  office  to  whicb 
they  were  named.  The  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  their  appointment  could  only  give  va- 
lidity to  the  commission  which  would  issue  after 
the  date  of  such  advice  and  consent.  That  the 
nomination,  with  its  circumstances,  was  suffici- 
ently perplexing,  without  the  addition  of  any 
difficulties  that  were  not  necessarily  involved  m 
its  consideration.  That  the  subject  of  the  resolu- 
tions, if  pressed  at  that  time,  might  unduly  influ- 
ence in  the  question  of  appointing  the  Envoys, 
and  the  desire  of  appointing  them  might,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  an  improper  influence  in  the 
decision  of  this  question.  The  subject  was  there- 
fore waived  until  the  Senate  had  acted  on  the 
nomination.  The  resolutions  were  then  brought 
forward,  but  this  was  so  late  in  the  session,  that 
several  members  had  gone  home,  and  all  were 
preparing  to  go.  They  were  therefore  postponed. 
So  soon  as  the  Senate  appeared  to  be  as  full  at  it 
was  expected  to  be  this  session,  the  resolutions 
were  brought  forward. 

I  have  thought  it  not  improper,  sir.  to  make  this 
statement,  as  a  reason  why  this  subject  has  beea 
so  lung  delayed,  and  why  it  is  brousht  forward 
at  the  present  time,  and,  I  trust,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, as  will  insure  to  it  a  temperate  dis- 
cussion, aud  a  just  decision. 

The  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Constitution  treats  of  the  power  of  appointment 
to  office,  under  that  instrument.  It  constitutes  and 
defines  the  authorities,  in  whom  this  power  shall 
be  vested,  the  circumstances  in  which  it  may  be 


I  jDMly  protest,  against  the  commissioning  as  aforesaid 
i  Albert  Gsllatin,  John  Q.  .\dams,  and  James  A.  Bay- 
ard; a>  an  act  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  and 
tt  the  performance  of  which,  the  power  of  the  Senate 
'ft»  been  dif^egarded. 

;   Heaolved,  -That  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  fore- 
i^ing  resoli^tion    be   delivered  to  the   President,  by  a 


ootmittee  oi 


members  of  the  Senate. 


pn  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  this  day  having 
letjn  assigned  for  the  consideration  thereof,  with 
\  'ipen  doors,  it  was  accordingly  taken  up. 
Mr.  GouE  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows 


•  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  offi- 
'  cers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments 
'  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for.  and  which 

•  shall  he  e>tabli5hed  by  law.     But  the  Congress 

*  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  infe- 
'  nor  officers,  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  Presi- 

*  dent  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 

•  of  departments." 

•'  The  President  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  va- 
'  cancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of 
'  the  Senate,   by   granting   commi-sions,   which 

*  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  .session." 
The  power  of  appointment  is  vested    in  the 


Mr.  President : — The  subject  which  occasioned 

K-se  resolutions  will  be  readily  recognised  to  be  !  President  and  Senate  with  specified  exceptions, 
President's  commissioning  Messrs.  Gallatin.  I  otherwise  provided  for,  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
kms.  aiid  Bayard.  Envoys  Extraordinary,  to  |  and  of  such  cases  of  inferior  officers,  whose  ap- 
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pointments  Congress  may  by  law  vest  in  the  Pres- 
ident alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  iri  the  heads 
of  departments.  The  depositing  of  this  power  of 
appointment  in  these  two  great  departments  ot 
Government  was,  from  the  very  nature  and  con- 
stitution of  one  of  them,  subject  to  inconvenience. 
The  President,  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  con- 
tains, within  his  own  person,  all  the  powers  and 
authorities  of  his  high  office.  This  department 
is  always  in  existence. 

The  Senate  consists  of  various  members,  hav- 
ing no  power  or  authority,  but  wiien  legally  as- 
sembled together,  and  .icting  in  a  body,  under  one 
head,  and  with  their  recordingofficers.  They  were 
neittier  expected  nor  intended  to  be  always  in 
session. 

Vacancies  in  office  might  happen  during  their 
recess. 

To  guard  against  a  failure  of  the  public  service, 
from  this  circumstance,  the  Constitution  provides 
a  remedy,  taking  especial  care  that  the  remedy 
shall  be  no  greater,  than  to  relieve  against  the 
mischief  that  was  apprehended. 

To  this  end.  it  declares  that  the  President,  one 
of  these  departments,  a  portion  of  this  depository 
of  the  general  authority  of  appointment,  shall 
have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  hap- 
pen during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting 
commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  their  next 
session. 

The  power  of  appointment  is  vested,  conjoint- 
ly, in  two  branches  of  the  Government.  A  case 
is  described,  in  which  one  branch  may,  under 
special  circumstances,  exercise  a  modified  power. 
What  is  that  case?  It  is  the  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  an  office,  a  vacancy  of  a  certain  and  definitive 
character,  viz:  a  vacancy  that  may  happen  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Senate.  If  the  vacancy  hap- 
pen at  another  time,  it  is  not  the  case  described 
by  the  Constitution;  fur  that  specifies  the  pre- 
cise space  of  time  wherein  the  vacancy  must 
happen,  and  the  times  which  define  this  period 
bring  it  emphatically  within  the  ancient  and  well 


esiabli.shed  maxim  :  "  Expressio  unius  est  exclu-    of  appointment 


could  not  be  said  to  have  happened  during  the 
recess;  that  is,  within  a  period  which,  ex  vi 
terminorum.  excludes  the  very  time  wheu  it  did 
happen. 

If  a  vacancy  happen  in  an  office,  the  office 
must  have  been  before  full ;  for,  to  assert  that  a 
vacancy  has  happened,  necessarily  implies  the 
fact,  that  such  office  had  previously  an  incum- 
bent— that  it  was  before  full.  If  a  vacancy  exist 
prior  to,  it  does  not  happen  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  Therefore,  for  a  vacancy  to  happen  at 
any  time  in  an  office,  that  office  must  have  beea 
full  at  some  time  previous  to  the  period  when  it 
did  happen  ;  for  a  vacancy  to  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  the  office  must  have  been 
full  during  their  session  prior  to,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  their  recess.  Were  it  not  for  the 
precision  of  language  used  in  this  grant  to  the 
President,  and  the  unavoidable  construction  there- 
of, a  great  and  manifest  object  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, viz:  the  vesting  the  power  of  appointment 
in  two  great  orcans  of  the  Government,  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  Senate,  might  have  been  totally  de- 
feated, by  an  assumption  of  the  whole  power  by 
the  President. 

Vacancies  exist  in  all  offices,  however  created, 
until  persons  are  appointed  to  fill  them. 

If  an  t'ffice  had  been  created  by  law.  or  other- 
wise, and  bropght  into  existence  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate,  it  would  be  only  for  the  Pres- 
ident to  wait  until  their  recess  to  commission  a 
person  to  fill  the  vacant  office,  prefer  his  name  to 
the  Senate  at  their  next  session, and  a  short  time 
before  their  recess.  If  disapproved,  he  may  be 
re-commissioned  immediately  on  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  the  same  course  be  pursued  at  the  sub- 
sequent as  at  the  preceding  session.  In  this  way 
an  officer,  and,  if  one,  all  officers,  might  be  com- 
missioned and  continued  in  office,  as  long  as  the 
President  should  please,  not  only  without,  but 
contrary  to,  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
a  department  of  the  Government  constituted  by 
the  Constitution  an  essential  branch  ia  the  power 


sio  alterius." 

The  reason  why  the  Constitution  adopts  this 
precise  language  and  so  strictly  limits  the  case, 
IS  evident  from  the  spirit  and  intention  of  that 
instrument,  in  the  distribution  of  the  powers 
thereby  created  and  delegated. 

The  intent  of  the  Constitution  was  to  vest  the 
power  of  appointment  in  two  departmeuts  of  the 
Government.  It  would  defeat  its  own  purpose, 
then,  were  it  to  authorize  one  of  these  depart- 
ments to  exercise  this  power,  except  lu  the  spe- 
cified case  in  which  the  public  interest  may  re- 
quire immediate  action,  and  the  other  could  not 
be  convened  seasonably  for  this  purpose. 

An  office  is  created  by  the  Constitution,  or  by 
some  law  in  pursuance  thereof.  A  vacancy  may 
be  said  to  exist  in  such  office,  immediately  after 
its  creation.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case  pro- 
vided for  by  the  clause  under  examination.  It  is 
the  case  of  a  vacancy  that  may  happen  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate. 

If  the  vacancy  existed  during  the  session,  it 


The  second  resolution  isanassertionof  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senate  as  to  a  mere  matter  of  fact, 
which  I  presume  will  not  be  doubted,  and  al- 
though necesssary  to  effect  the  conclusion  con- 
tained in  the  subsequent  resolutions,  needs  do 
comment. 

The  third  seems  to  be  an  unavoidable  corollary 
from  the  opinions  and  facts  declared  in  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions  and  in  this. 

The  observations  before  made  preclude  the  ne- 
cessity of  much  remark  on  this  resolution,  as 
most  which  would  be  pertinent  now  have  already 
been  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
Some  general  notice,  however,  will  be  taken  of 
the  powers  and  authorities  of  the  Constitution  in 
regard  to  the  subject  under  discussion. 

In  recurring  to  the  Constitutional  power  of  ap- 
pointment it  will  be  seen  that  it  consists  of  two 
branches  of  authority,  to  be  exercised  by  two  dis- 
tinct bodies,  actin^independenlly  of  each  other; 
but.  in  order  to  effectuate  an  appointment,  both 
must  concur. 
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cessariJy  existing,  from  the  relaiion  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  an  independent  Power  lo  other  inde- 
pendent Powers,  and  thus  recognised  by  the  Con- 
stitution. Most  offices  are  created  by  laws  en- 
acted by  Congress.  The  practice  has  been,  in 
cases  where  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that 
sufficient  time  will  not  be  iffurded,  during  the 
session  of  ihe  Senate,  for  a  proper  selection  of 
persons  to  till  such  offices,  and  that  inconveni- 
ences might  result  from  delay  till  their  next  ses- 
sion, to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  such 
officers  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  This  course 
will  be  found  to  have  been  adopted  early  in  the 
history  of  this  Government.  There  is  one  act  to 
this  effect,  of  Marcn  3.  1791,  volume  1.  page  301. 
This  was  in  the  second  session  of  the  1st  Con- 
gress. And  the  practice  has  been  invariably  con- 
tinued  since.     An   act   is  also   made  (March  3, 


>-The  power  of  nomination  is  exclusively  in  the 

resident.     That  of  appointment  is  vested  in  the 

'resident  and   Senate  jointly,  and   their  advice 

id  consent  are  as  necessary  to  effect  an  appoint- 
ed as  the  nomination  of  the  President. 

If  the  Constitution  stopped  at   the  end  of  the 
ond   paragraph  of  the  section   before  quoted, 

♦e  only  in  juiry,  in  order   to  determine  on  the 
"^cessity  ol  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 

f  to  an  appointment,   would   be,  whether  the 

,i(;er  were  an  inferior  officer,  and  whether  Con- 

eis  had  bv  law  vosted  the  appointment  in  the 

esident  alone,  in   the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 

ads  of  dtpartraetits. 

The  answer  in  the  case  now  under  considera- 

n  is.  Conijress  have  made  no  law  respecting  it  ; 

d.  further,  that  Congress  have  no  power  to  vest 
Te  appointment  of  these  officers  in  any  one,  they 
*  t  being  inferior  officers.  I  1799)  to  authorize  the  President  to  fill  up  vacan- 

1/  Congress  have  no  power  lo  vest  this  appoint-    cies  that  happen  during  the  session  of  the  Senate. 

ent  in  the  President  alone,  it  would  seem  free         In  these  cases  the  offices  undoubtedly  exist,  and 

)m   all  d.)ubt,    that    the   President  could    not  ;  the   authority  given  to  the  President    in  them, 

^htfully  exercise  >iuch  an  authority  ;  and  equal-    goes  on    the  presumption  that  there  exists  a  va- 

fso.  that  the  Senate  could   not  surrender  their    cancy  at  the   time  of  passing  the  act.  and  that 

such  vacancy  will  exist  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  If  nothing  further  were  necessary,  than 
the  existence  of  an  office,  and  a  vacancy  therein, 
to  entitle  the  President,  constitutionally,  to  make 
the  appointment  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  this 
authority,  by  law,  would  be  unnecessary. 

Congress,  then,  and  this  Senate,  as  one  branch 
of  Congress,  seem  to  have  settled  the  question, 
and  one  may  fairly  say,  the  President  also;  for 
if,  in  his  opinion,  the  power  of  appointment  to 
vacant  offices  was  vested  in  him  by  the  Consti- 
tution, he  wuuld  hardly  consent  to  receive  that 
power  from  Congress,  especially  as  thus  receiv- 
ing it  must  be  construed  into  an  acknowledgment 
that  he  could  derive  no  such  power  immediately 
from  the  Constitution.     The  construction  of  an 


ilhority.  or  acquiesce  in  its  exercise  by  another 
\t  Senate  is  a  trustee  for  the  benefit  of  the 
iblic.  of  all  the  powers  vested  in  them.  Wherever 
power  is  vested  in  a  trustee,  there  is  a  corre- 
tondent  duty  to  exercise  such  power,  and  not  lo 
trrender  it  to  another. 

I:  will  not  be  amiss,  in  considering  this  subject, 
keep  in  view  howsacredly  the  people  intended 
guard  this  right,  and  this  duty  in  the  Senate, 
not  permitting  that  body,  even  with  the  con- 
irrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
.  ic  President,  to  discharge  itself  of  such  a  duty, 
S  a  surrender  thereof  to  any  other  body, 
g  If  it  be  attempted  to  defend  ihis  appointment. 
pi  will  probiibly  be  on  the  last  paragraph  in  this 
"fciion.  which  authorizes  the  President  to  fill  up 


I  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  tne  recess    instrument    made    contemporaneously    with,  or 


the  Senate.     Sufficient  has  been  said,  I  trust, 
show  that  no  authority  can   be  derived  from 
l^is  clause. 

Il  has  been  suggested,  that  the  President  has  a 
\gtil.  by  the  Constitution,  to  create  the  office  (f 
Oibassadors  and  other  public  Ministers.  An  of- 
e  is  created  by  the  Constitution,  or  by  some 
wer  under  it.  Prior  to  its  being  so  created,  it 
oes  not  exist.  Whatever  power  is  granted,  as 
i«gttrdsthe  appointment  of  public  Ministers,  b  in 
liai  clause  which  says,  '"  the  President  shall  nom- 


shortly  after,  its  formation,  may  be  safely  relied 
on  for  disclosing  the  intention  of  the  framers,  lu 
the  language  they  used. 

It  IS  well  known  that  ihe  first  President  of  the 
United  States  was  also  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion that  reported  the  Constitution  ;  and  that  two 
of  the  heads  of  departments,  and  many  of  the  first 
Senate,  had  been  distinguished  members  of  the 
same  Convention. 

It  will  be  found,  by  a  reference  to  the  Execu- 
tive Journals  of  the  Senate  during  the  Adminis- 


jaie,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  traiion  of  President   Washington,   that  at  each 

1*6  Senate,  ^hall  appoint."     If  this,  then,  be  the  session  of  the  Senate,  and  shortly  after  their  meet- 

)wer  of  creating  the  office,  it  must  be  an  actual  ing,  he  sent  messages  on  the  subject  of  appoint- 

ipointment.  and  that  can  be  only  by  the  Presi-  meuis  during  the  recess,  that  left  no  doubt  of  his 

•.nt  and  Senate.     No  other  authority  than  what  construction  of  the  Constitution  in  this  p.triicu- 

_'■  embraced  by  these  words  can  be  found  for  the  lar— vol.  1,  pp.  236,  389;  vol.  2,  pp.  9,  76.     In  ad- 

r.eation  of  the  office  of  public  Ministers,  and  this    dition  to  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from   these 

not  in  the  President  alone,  but  in  the  President  messages  of  President  Washington. a  fact  is  stated 

nd  Senate.     In  other  words,  the  appointment  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  his  Lifeof  Washing- 

kakes  the  offiffe,  and  the  appointment  cannot  be  ton,  which  shows  distinctly  the  construction  of 

ade  without  the  concurrent  judgment  of  these  that  great  man  on  his  Constitutional  powers,  in 

o  great  organs  of  the  Government.  a  case  analogous  to  the  one  under  consideration ; 

Perhaps  it  may  be  more  proper  to  consider  the  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  circumstances  were 

Office  of  Ambassador  and  public  Minister  as  ne-  !  urgent,  he  did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  act 
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iD  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  the  case  of  a  va- 
cancy that  did  not  happen  in  such  recess. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  supported  the  construction  of 
the  Constitution  contained  in  the  resolution  now 
on  your  table,  by  the  literal  sense  and  meaning 
of  the  terms  useil  in  that  instrument,  by  its  obvi- 
ous spirit  and  intent,  by  the  judgment  of  the 
President,  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives, 
repeatedly,  deliberately,  and  solemnly  given,  in 
their  legislative  acts,  and  by  the  uniform  con- 
duct of  President  Washington  during  his  Admin- 
istration. 

To  maintain  the  rights  of  this  department  of 
the  Government,  and  thereby  protect  those  of  the 
States,  represented  in  this  body,  is  not  only  the 
privilege,  bat  a  sacred  duty  of  the  Senate,  with 
which,  in  my  judgment,  we  are  not  at  liberty 
either  to  compromise  or  equivocate. 

To  the  end,  then,  sir,  that  we  may  arrest  the 
progress  of  an  evil,  which  subverts  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Government,  by  depriving  the  Senate 
of  their  Constitutional  authorities,  and  vesting 
them  in  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  pro- 
pose these  resolutions,  which  contain  the  solemn 
protest  of  the  Senate,  and  provide  for  its  presenta- 
tion to  the  Supreme  Magistrate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  theresolutions  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for.  Wednesday 
next. 


Tuesday,  March  8. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  year  1814,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1814," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels 
therein  described,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives fixing  the  time  for  an  adjournment 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  motion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bibb. 
of  Georgia,  for  consideration,  was  read  tne  sec- 
ond lime. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  "the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies  ;  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies ;  and  on  bills  of 
exchange  of  certain  descriptions ;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  tlie  consideration  there- 
of was  further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Roberts  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 


should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate 
a  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  bill  to  amend  the  act.  entitled  ''An  act  to 
provide  for  railing  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions,"  be  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  stock 
of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  enforcing  of  the  non-importation  laws, 
by  forbidding  the  courts  to  deliver  to  the  claim- 
ants pending  the  trial  merchandise  or  other  arti- 
clfs  seized  under  the  same." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey, 
the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postf>oQed 
to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver 
Evans;"  and,  after  debate,  the  further  conside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 


Wednesday,  March  9. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  submitted  by 
Mr,  Gore,  as  is  stated  on  the  7th  instant ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  further  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "'An 
act  attaching  to  the  Canton  district,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  foot 
of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Connecticut  Reserve." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith,  the  further  conside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday 

I  in  December  next. 

I  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  the  bill, 
entitled   "An  act  to  amend  the  act.  eniiiled  'An 

:  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  of  merchan- 
dise, and  of  ships  and  vessels,"  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 
and  Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Smith,  and  King. 

'  were  appointed  the  committee. 

I      Mr.  Giles  submitted  the  following  motion  for 

1  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  permanent  rules  for 
regulating  and  conducting  the  printing  of  the  denate, 
and  to  report  thereupon. 

Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the' Committee  oa  Naral 


u 
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ffair^,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eo titled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  T.  Satterwhite, 

Laie  purser  of  the  Vixen."  reported  it.  with  amend- 

Jaients. 

V    Mr.  GaiIlahd,  from  the  same  committee,  to 

ijrfiom  was  referred  ilie  amendments  of  the  House 

W  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in 

f,ddition  10  ao  act,  entitled   'An   act  allowing  a 

^Onty  to  [he  owiiers.  officers,  and  crews,  of  the 

uivate  armed  ve>sels  of  the  United  States."  re- 

)orted  that  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

.Mr.  Ga  11  LARD.  Irom  the  same  committee,  to 
^hom  wa>  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
i^akinpappropriationsforthe  support  of  the  Navy 
»f  ihe  United  States,  for  the  year  1814,"  reported 
I  without  amendment. 

■  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  bill  authorizing 
he  purchave  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  Judjjes 
if  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  was 
^laKJe  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
notion  subinitted  on  the  7th  instant,  which  was 
imended;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  King,  the  fol- 
•jwing  amendment,  to  be  the  second  resolution, 
:vaj  agreed  to: 

'  Utitolred,  -That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
|.e  requested  to  cauw  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
inf<»rmaUon  us  he  may  possess,  of  the  cases,  with  their 
"  irouinsUinces.  in  which  any  civihzed  nation  has  pun- 
b»-d  Its  native  uubjects  taken  in  arms  against  her,  and 
r  which  punishment  retaliation  has  been  inflicted  by 
le  nation  ii(  whoso  service  they  were  taken. 

Whereuipn — 
j   Hesolved:  Tnat   the  President  of  the  United 
fctates  be  rt quested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
JSenate  sued  information   as  he  may  possess,  cal- 
ulated  to  show  what  has  been  the  practice  of 
ipreat  Britain  concerning  her  native  subjects,  na 
utalized  im  other  countries,  and  taken  in  arras 
gjiinst  her;;  also,  what  is  the  general  practice  of 
h^  nationi;of  Europe,  relative  to  the  naturaliza- 
ioo  or  eracloyment  in  war  between  two  nations 
^f  the  nati-re  subjects  of  each  other. 
.    Hekltea,    That  the   President  of  the   United 
States  be  riquested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  sucii  infonuation  as  he  may  possess,  of  the 
a»es,   with  their  circumstances,    in   which  any 
ivilized  nation  has  punished   us  native  subjects 
laken  in  arms  against  her.  and  for  which  punish- 
ment retaliation  has  been  inflicted  by  the  nation 
'n  whose  sf  rvice  they  were  taken. 

Ktsoired,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
'.States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
jSenale  such  information  as  he  may  possess,  cal- 
*;uiaied  to  show  under  what  circumstances,  and 
fwQ  what  groundf,  Greut  Britain  has  been  in  the 
t.Tactice  ut.  refusing  to  discharge  native  citizens 
i.)f  the  Uniied  Stales  impressed  into  her  service. 
\  Hemlvfii.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
iSlates  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
•Senate  >Uuh  information  as  he  may  possess,  cal- 
ycutated  to  show  what  has  been  the  conduct  of 
VGreat  Brijain  relative  to  American  seamen  on 
/^ard  her  ships  of  war.  at  and  :ince  the  coiu- 
^encemeiitof  the  war  with  the  United  States. 


t 

4" 


Thursday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  lessen  the  com- 
pensation for  the  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
in  the  cases  therein  mentioned  ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  pas>ed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
Shawneetown,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 
Mr.  VVoRTHiNGTON,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1814,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill,  authorizins;  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain  officers  for  the  flotilla  service; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  to  incorporate  a  Marine  and  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company  in  the  town  of  Alexandria;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  President  to  cause  to  be 
built,  or  purchased,  the  vessels  theiein  described," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners, 
oflicers,  and  crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States;"  and,  on  motion,  the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  further  postponed. 

.Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver 
Evans,  praying  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  couii>el.  before  the  bill  now  pending  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Oliver  Evans."  shall  be  further  acted  on,  which 
he  is  advised,  if  passed  into  a  law,  will  tend  to  his 
prejudice  as  a  patentee;  and  the  petition  was  read. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  that  the  peti- 
tioner be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  by  coun- 
sel, before  any  bill  shall  be  acted  on  to  his  preju- 
dice, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tiie  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1814;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Sands,  late  collector  of  the  customs  lor  the  port 
of  New  York;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lor 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Worthington  presented  the  petition  of 
William  Marbury,  and  others,  citizens  of  George- 
town and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  incorporation 
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of  a  company  for  the  better  supply  of  the  town 
with  pure  water;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
ref"erred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwi'^e;  and  Messrs. 
Worthington,  Horsey,  and  Giles,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Giles  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  permanent  rules  for  reg- 
ulating and  conducting  the  printing  of  the  Sen- 
ate;  and.  having  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Giles, 
Fromentin.  and  Daggett,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  li- 
brary for  the  use  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Chace.  it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, further  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
and  Messrs.  Fromentin,  Mason,  and  Brown, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  millions 
of  dollars,"  reported  it,  with  amendments. 


Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1814 ;"  and.  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, the  Piesident  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ly,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Stephen  Glover,  reported  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  legi>-late  on  the  subject.  Whereupon, 
the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition, 
with  the  accompanying  documents. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  Has- 
tings, and  others,  made  report.  W^hereupon,  the 
petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition, 
with  the  accompanying  documents. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1814;** 
and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Friday.  March  11. 

Mr.  Fromentin.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales,  reported  it, 
with  amendments. 

The  bill  to  lessen  the  compensation  for  mar- 
shals, clerks,  and  attorneys,  therein  descrit>ed,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  cer- 
tain officers  for  the  flotilla  service,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year 
1814,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Tait,  Roberts,  and  Anderson. 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to 
incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing Georgetown  with  water;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Josh- 
ua Sands,  late  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port 
of  New  York."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon;  and  Messrs.  S.mith,  King,  and  Ger- 
man, were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tiie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  4th 
of  February,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cooper, 
and  others,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 


Monday,  March  14. 
Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Por- 
ter, a  Commander  in   the   Navy   of  the   United 
States,  reported  it,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  John  S.  Troit  and  Martin  Blake,  made 
report.  Whereupon,  the  petitioners  had  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition,  and  the  accompanying 
documents. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Carroll,  and  others,  members  of  the  congregation 
of  Trinity  church,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  praying  to  be  empowered  to  raise  a 
sum  of  money,  by  lottery  or  lotteries,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assisting  in  enlarging  their  church,  or  to 
erect  a  new  one,  as  is  stated  at  large  in  the  peti- 
tion;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Horsey,  Dana,  and 
HoNTER,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  oo 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Justin  and  Elias  Lyman,  made  report. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

On  motion,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  report,  it  was  determined  m 
the  negative.  Whereupon,  the  petitioners  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition,  and  accompany- 
ing documents. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  du- 
ties on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise,  and  of 
ships  and  vessels,"  reported  it,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the 
year  1814."  reported  it,  without  amendment. 


A 


i< 


tl 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


664 


iSNATB. 


Proceeding$. 


Mabcb,  1814 


»pr5 


JItHc  PRtsiDB.fT  communicated  the  report  of| 

'e  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  i 

«?iition  of  George  Ulmer;  which  was  read,  and 

,  furred  to  a  select  comrailtee.  to  consider  and  re- 

tbereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 

Smii-h,  and  Tcrnek.  were  appointed  the 

imraitcee. 

-  The  Phejident  communicated  the  petition  of 
ie   inhabitants    of  the    town    of  Chilmark,   in 
Juke's  county,  and  State  of  Massachusetts,  pray-  | 
•g  relief  Uiider  the  embargo  law.  as  is  stated  in 
7e  petition  .  which  was  read. 


.I.tG. 


Boardman  and    others,  citizens  of  the  State  of 

JJe'SecrVta"  v'for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  ,  Conneciicui,  non-resident  proprietors  oNand  and 
]^,e  oecreia.v  iu«      ,.,__»:     _u:.u   ^^^  ,^r,A   o„^     houses  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  the 

direct  tax. — Referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
the  22d  January,  on  the  memorial  of  William 
Hart  and  others,  who  have  under  consideration 
the  several  memorials  heretofore  presented  on  the 
same  subject,  to  conjider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 

P  r^etiiion     wnirn  wa-  reau  i  Joshua  Sands,  late  collector  of  the  customs  for 

;  The  Preh.dem  communicated  the  petition  of !  the    port   of   New    York,"   reported    it    without 

l^illiam  Simmons.  Accountant  of  the  War  De-    amendrnent. 

'r  ment.  praying  an  augmentation  of  his  salary,  ,       The  bill   entitled  'An  act  making  appropr.a- 

Vr  reason/stated  at  large  in  the  petition;  which    tions  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Esiabl.sh- 

'     ^^^j  "  I  menl  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1814,"  was 

TMr^BiBB  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  |  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
|toi4ian  Refations.  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- ,      On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended? 
tt4iqn''of  Don  Ramon  Lenares  Gonzales  and  Don    it  was  determined   in  the   affirmative— yeas  J2, 
Jcamon  de  (^Imenere.  made  a  report  :-which  was  .  nays  10,  as  follows  : 

Yxk% — Mewrs.  Anderion,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb 
of  Georgia,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chare,  Condit,  Fromen- 
tin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gile.-<,  Howell,  Morrow,  RoberU, 
Robinson,  Smith.  Stone,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Measrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Gilman,  Goldabor- 
ough.    Gore,    Horaey,    Hunter,    King,    Lambert,    and 
Mason. 

So   it  was  Hesolted,  That  this  bill   pass  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
...uiieu    ^n  «c.  ..r  wi.  .c.c.  ..    ...  .......  ...  i  States  for  the  year  1814."  was  read  a  third  lime. 

tke  cargo  ol  the  brig    Patriota  ;»  a  bill,  entitled         On  the  question    Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
^^        *        -  ....       determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31.  as  lollows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb 
of  Georgia,  BledBoe,  Brown,  ChaM,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Golda- 
borough.  Gore,  Horsey,  How»>l],  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  .Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone, 
Tail,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worihington. 


jj*id.  and  further  consideration  thereof  postponed 
(jjftj  messast' from  the  House  of  Representative? 
armed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
><e  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
Kij  act  for  the  lM*tter  organizing,  paying,  and 
jfipblying  01  the  Army  of  the  United  States," 
liith  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill. 
.Utitled"Anact  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Page  ;" 
iHbi-ll.  entitUd  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
tC-trard  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
^niel  McC'auley  and  Samuel  Ralston  ;"  a  bill, 
jtitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of 
cargo  ol  the  brig  Patriota  ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
t^q  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
^itiois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their  loca- 
»f>tn ;"  a  bill, entitled  'An  act  to  alier  the  time  for 
t#il<ling  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
fW  the  Virginia  district ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
I  jclaring  thi-  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
(  ^neralAssrrablyof  the  Siateof  Tennessee,  there- 
I  ri  tjaenlione^l ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
ijlf'of  Geor^je  Walkioglon ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
flil^supplem^-ntary  to  the  act.  entitled  'An  act 
ffcT  the  relnf  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
4fved  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash  ,"  a  bill 


So  it  was  Resolved  unanimously^  That  this  bill 
pass. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled   "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 


Ijtiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Russell  and    Chevers."  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur 
OS,;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of    rence  of  the  Senate 


iHiam  H.  Savage;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
ail  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm  ;"  in  which 
iQls  they  re»iuest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

r>T]ie  twelve  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
jS*sed  to  the  second  reading. 

i»Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ltVr?d  the  resolution  of  the  10th  instant,  respect- 
ua  the  prioiing  for  the  Senate,  reported  a  joint 
ri»olution  oh  the  subject;  which  was  read,  and 
jijssed  to  th^j  second  reading. 

vOp  moiioft.  by  Mr.  Worthington,  the  amend- 


The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and,  alter  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TcESDAY,  March  15. 
Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
TUP  moiiorj.  uy  mt.  »»  um  tii.iu. u.^,  »ut  «...vwv.-  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
f*^Rts  of  iho  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  ■  thorize  two  lotteries  in  Georgetown,  District  of 
iVlill^d  "Ai;  act  for  the  belter  organization,  pay-  '  Columbia;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
isA»  and  supplying  the  army  of  the  United  States,"  ;  the  second  reading. 

\^s  referreil  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af-        Mr.  Bibb,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  petition 
l£jr»,  to  coi»sider  and  report  thereon.  of  Abraham  Chaplain,  of  Kentucky,  who  served 

^Mr.  DAWi  presented  the  memorial  of  Homer    as  a  captain  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  the 
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Virginia  State  line,  praying  permission  to  locate 
the  amount  of  a  certain  warrant,  for  1.333^  acres 
of  land,  which  he  received  to  complete  his  bounty, 
on  any  vacant  or  unappropriated  lands  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  or  in  some  part  of  the  territory 
given  up  by  Virginia,  for  reasons  stated  at  large 
in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  the  4ih  February,  on 
the  petition  of  Thonias  Cooper  and  others,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Chevers," 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  An  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners, 
officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States;"  and,  on  the  question  to  agree 
thereto,  the  Senate  beingequally  divided,  the  Presi- 
dent determined  the  question  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  it  was  agreed  to 
reconsider  the  vote ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Ma- 
son, the  amendments  were  amended.  Where- 
upon, the  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendments 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  the  exchange  of  a  certain  lot  of 
ground  conveyed  to  the  corporation  by  their  Legis- 
lature, under  the  reservation,  however,  of  a  prior 
grant  to  the  United  States,  to  public  purposes  ; 
which  ground,  (adjoining  other  lands,  the  pro- 
perty of.  and  lying  within  the  first  ward  of  the 
city.)  is  necessary  for  certain  contemplated  im- 
provements therein,  and  for  which  they  propose 
other  grounds  within  the  city  as  an  equivalent; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Aflairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Weonesday,  March  16. 

The  President  communicated  a  memorial 
from  B.  H.  Latrobe.  on  the  subject  of  steam 
engines;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

.Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  organizing,  paying, 
and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales," 
reported  that  the  Senate  concur  therein  in  part. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Mary  Philip  le  Due,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Brown,  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Mather,  of  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  compensation  for 


a  balance  due  on  a  contract  with  General  Wil- 
kinson, commander  of  the  southwestern  depart- 
ment of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
year  1808.  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the 
Bayou  Ibberville,  for  gunboats  and  other  armed 
vessels  of  inferior  size,  as  is  slated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  and 
Anderson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  petition  of  Jonas 
White  and  others,  tanners  and  manufacturer^  of 
leather,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  a 
modification  of  the  embargo  law,  whereby  they 
may  be  enabled  to  procure  their  accustomed  sup- 
ply of  bark  coastwise,  from  the  District  of  Maine  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and,  after  debate  thereon,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Thdrsday,  March  17. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Millitary  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  William  Talham,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  to  purchase  of  William  Tatham  military 
models  and  apparatus,  and  topographical  charts; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,"  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dennis 
Clark,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  George  Ulmer;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Friday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Girard.  praying  to  be  refunded  a  part  of  the 
duties  paid  on  the  importation  of  the  cargo  of 
the  ship  Montesquieu,  which  vessel  and  cargo 
had  been  captured  by  the  enemy  and  ransomed 
by  the  petitioner,  for  reasons  slated  at  large  in 
the  petition;  and- the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  sv'leci  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon;  and  Messrs.  Roberts.  Smith,  and 
Chace,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Patterson  and  others,  merchants  and  owners  of 
private  armed  vessels,  remonstrating  against  the 
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!*mmi»sioii  allowed  by  law  to  the  clerks  of  the 
^strict  courts  on  the  proceeds  of  prizes  sold  under 
(iterlocutory   decrees,  and   praying   relief,  as  is 
laied   in  tbe  pelilion;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
irr!-ed  to  a  >elect  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereoa  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and   Messrs. 
yiTH.  Daooett.  and  Gork.  were  appointed  the 
^nimiliee,  '■. 
t  The   biU. 
jOennis    Ciirk," 


"An   act  for   the  relief  of 
read,   and    passed    to   the 


entitled 
was 
,'cond  reading. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 
^'  Mr.  Gau-lahd.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
.ffairs,  communicated   a   letter,   together   with 
lundry   documenis  from   the  Secretary   for  the 
p.partraetit   of  Navy;   which    were    read,    and 
.rdered  to  be  printed.     The  letter  is  as  follows: 
♦  J      Natt  Di:PAETiiK3fT.  Feb.  22,  1814. 

Si  ■  :  I  haw  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  in  an- 
fer  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  December  last.  . 

Three  sbipn  of  74   guns  each,  and  of  the   largest  j 
Jass,  are  now  building,  of  prime  materiads,  and  in  the 
^lost  substantial    tiid   durable    manner,    viz ;    one    at 
Portsmouth.  New  Hampshire,  one  at  least  at  Charles- 
'JjDwn,  Massarhusells,  and  one   at  Philadelphia.     The 
.Swo  former,  it   is  expected,  will   be   launched   in   the 
^onth  of  July,  and  the  latter  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
^er  next. 

Three  ships  of  14  guns  each,  of  the  large.st  class, 
ire   also  building,   of  durable   materiaU.    in    the   best 
fiianner,  viz  :  one  at  Philadelphia,  one  at   Baltimore, 
»n(l  one  at  the  navy  yard  in  this  city.    The  two  former 
It  IS  expected,  will  be  launched  by  the  middle  of  .\pril, 
\nii  the  latter  in  all  the  month  of  July  next. 
The  SIX   sloops  ot  war,  authorized   by  law,  have  all 
\  >een  built,   in   the   most  substantial   manner,  and   of 
IVood  material!*.     Two   of   which  are   ready    for    aea ; 
fiiirec   more  have   nearly  completed    their  crews,   and 
K*ill.  probably,  be  ready  for  sea  in  ten  or  twelve  days, 
yuid  the  sixth  ia  now  equipping  at  the    navy  yard  in 
'  <hi8  city. 

•^  Six  barges  have  been  purchased  at  Philadelphia  ; 
jaldo,  four  at  Baltimore,  and  one  at  Norfolk. 
T  Eight  have  been  built  at  Baltimore  ;  ten  are  nearly 
f  completed  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  .Maryland  ;  four 
<}iave  been  ;>uilt,  and  one  is  now  building  at  the  navy 
t  yard  in  tbi*  city ;  five  are  building  at  Charleston, 
I  South  Carolina  ;  six  at  St.  Mary's,  Georgia  ;  and  pre- 
'  paratorv  measures  are  now  in  operation  to  increase 
fibt  force  i^i  North  Carolina,  and  at  New  Orleans,  in 
j^vessels  of  this  description,  as  faat  a«  men  can  b«  pro- 
f 'cured  to  man  them. 

fPrcvioun  to  the  year  1813,  it  appears  that  no  timber 
had  been  procured  under  the  act  of  March  30th.  1812 


considerable  amount,  have  b«sen  made  for  naval  pur- 
poses during  the  year  1813;  but  which  have  not  been 
charged  to  the  particular  appropriation  of  the  30lh  of 
.March,  1812,  though  applied  to  the  same  purposes  as 
timber  chargeable  to  that  appropriaUon  would  have 
been,  viz:  in  building  the  three  74's,  at  Portsmouth. 
Charlestown,  and  Phdadelphia,  the  44  guns  ships  at 
the  latter  place,  and  the  44  and  sloop  of  war  at  the 
navy  yard  in  this  city  ;  also,  in  the  repairs  of  the  ships 
of  the  navy,  and  in  preparing  several  sets  of  spare 
masts,  spars,  tops,  &c.,  ready  for  the  ships  which  may 
return  damaged ;  and  the  residue  is  applicable  to  sim- 
ilar purposes. 

These  have  been  charged,  either  under  the  head  of 
repairs,  or  to  the  appropriation  for  building  74*8  and 
frigates ;    which   appropriations,   it    is   conceived,    are 
properly  chargeable  with  timber   purchased   for  thes* 
purposes.     Six  cargoes,  amounting  to  twenty-six  hun- 
dred tons,  of  Georgia  yellow   pine   timber,  which  had 
been  cut  for  the  use  of  the  British  navy,  but  entered 
the   Eastern  porta  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
the    war,  have   been    purchased   on    favorable   terms ; 
also,  a  prize  cargo   of  northern   timber.     These    are 
properly  chargeable   to  the  annual   appropriation  for 
the    purchase  of  timber.      A    contract   was  made   in 
August  last  for  the  delivery  at  Norfolk,  and  this  place, 
of  a  quantity  of  yellow  pine   plank,  thick  stuti)  beams, 
and  mast  pieces,  sulTicicnt  for  two  ships  of  74  guns 
each,  and   two   44  gun  frigates.     The   timber   under 
this  contract  is  now  delivering.     Contracts  for  timber, 
yet   to  be  delivered,  have  been  made  at   the  Eastern 
stations,  the  particulars  of  which   are   not   yet  in   the 
Department.     A   recent  contract  has   been   made   at 
Philadelphia    for    the    white    oak    pl.ink,   thick    stufl'. 
beams,  and    knees  ;  and   for  yellow   pine   plank,   and 
beams,  sufficient  for  a  74  and  a  44  gun  ship  ;  and  for 
fifty  sticks,  of  yellow  pine  for  masts  and  spars.     These 
are  chargeable  upon  the  appropriation  oi  the  30tb  of 
March,  1812. 

No  contracts  for   live  oak   timber   have    yet  been 
made,  as  the  transportation  is  impracticable  under  ex- 
isting circumstances;  and  if  collected  in  considerable 
quantities  at  landings  accessible  to  vessels  fit  for  trans- 
portation, they  would  be  equally  so  to  the  enemy,  and 
I  the  timber,  when  collected,  would  be  liable  to  destruc- 
'  tion.     As  live  oak  is  exclusively  applied  to  the  frame 
ot  timbers,  which  constitute  the   form  and   mould  of 
the  ship,  it  is  necessary  that  the  timber  should  be  cut 
and  8ha{>ed,  not  only  to  the  particular  curve  for  which 
I  each  piece  is  designated,  but  to  its  true  oblique  dimen- 
\  sions  ;  otherwise  great   waste   in  the  conversion,  and 
expense  in  transportation  will  ensue  ;  for  this  purpose 
it  IS   necessary  that   draughts  or   designs  of  the    com- 
templated  ships  should  be  determined,  proper  moulds 
made  by  which  to  cut  and  thape  the  timber,  and  me- 


T  but  early  in  the   year    1813,  timber  to  the  amount  of    chanics  employed  to  superintend  the  execution  of  the 
|;"$23.000  was   purchased  at    Baltimore,  under  the  act  .  ''"nt^cts.     Hence,  contracU  for  timber  of  this  descrip- 
i  01  March  :il'th,  1812  "suitable  for  rebuilding  the  fri- 
*  gates  Philadelphia,  General  (Jreene,  New   York,  and 
l>'  Boston  ;"  i'ut  as  lliere  is  no  appropriation  or  authority 

to  rebuild  those  frii;ates,  and  as  the  Philadelphia  is  not 

in  cxistenr^',  aud  the  General  Greene,  New  York,  and 

Boston,  art'    rotten,  worthless   hulks,  that   would   cost 


tion    cannot  be   made  and   executed   with  the  same 
facility  and  certainty  as  for  straight  rectangular  timber. 

It  is,  therefore,  considered  that  a  state  of  peace  wil 
be  much  more  favorable  to  the  collection  of  a  stock 
of  timber  of  this  description  than  that  of  war,  in  which 
it   can   neither  be  transported  to  the  dock-yards    nor 


h  moM,  in  pi'op'3rtion  to  their  value,  to  rebuild  j  deposited  in  safety  at  the  seacoast  landings.  Never- 
theless, it  is  contemplated  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  such  supplies  of  suitable  live  oak  tim- 
ber as  may  be  had  in  places  of  safety. 

On  this  subject  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  learn,  that 
our  resources  in  timber  of  this   kind   are   greatly  ez- 


.   muc 
^them,  thaif  to  bu'ld  new  frigates,  of  a  better  class,  and 

*  vastly  supl-rior  construction,  a  part  of  that  timber  has 

*  .  been  applii-d  to  the  buildinij  of  the  44  and  the  sloop!* 
*t,  of  war  at  italtiino-e,  and  the  74  and  44  at  Philadelphia. 
K    .  Contrafiu  for,  and  purchases  of  timber,  to  a  very 
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tended,  in  the  abundance  which  may  be  procured  from 
the  shores  of  the  bays  and  waters  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi.  This  species  of  timber  requires  very 
little  seasoning ;  six  months'  docking  will  render  it 
perfectly  fit  for  use. 

No  further  steps  have  been  taken  in  relation  to  the 
dock-yards,  than  a  general  inquiry  and  proper  deliber- 
ation, in  order  to  determine  upon  the  best  site  in  a 
central  jiituation. 

The  result  has  decided  in  favor  of  the  right  bank  of 
the  Hudson,  above  the  Hiijhlands.  The  motives  to 
this  decision  were,  from  considering  the  contemplated 
dock  yard  as  the  nucleus  around  which  a  great  naval 
establishment  may  be  formed,  comprising  wet  and  dry 
docks,  forges,  foundries,  Itoring,  rolling,  saw  and  block 
mills,  blast  and  smelting  furnaces,  an  armory,  hy- 
draulic engines,  rope  works,  manufactories  of  sail- 
duck,  and  workshops  of  all  kinds,  which  wiil  require  a 
copious  head  of  water,  readily  commanded  in  this  vi- 
cinity. Here,  also,  will  be  the  main  arsenal  and  depot 
of  timber,  and  materials  of  all  kinds,  and  the  principal 
dock  yard  for  constructing  and  repairing  ships  of  war. 
Such  an  cFtablishment  in  any  of  our  seaports,  acces- 
sible to  ships-of-theline,  would  form  so  great  a  tempta- 
tion to  a  powerful  enemy  as  to  render  destruction  cer- 
tain, unless  protected  by  forts  and  garrisons  of  the 
most  formidable  and   expensive  nature. 

The  natural  defences  at  the  pass  of  the  Highlands, 
are  such  as  to  remove  alt  doubt  on  this  subject,  and 
supersede  the  necessity  of  a  large  protecting  force. 

The  Hudson  is  a  deep,  bold,  noble  stream,  of  easy 
and  safe  navigation.  The  surrounding  country  pro- 
duces abundance  of  iron,  and  large  quantities  of  hemp; 
and  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  furnish  a  variety  of  tim- 
ber fit  for  naval  purposes.  The  communication  with 
the  northern  and  western  lakes,  is  more  direct  and 
favorable  to  the  distribution  of  naval  and  military  stores 
than  any  other  situation  that  can  be  selected.  7'he 
only  objection  of  impK>rtance  that  I  have  heard  sug- 
gested IS,  that  the  Hudson  at  this  point  is  closed  by  the 
ice  a  fortnight  sooner,  and  o[)ens  a  fortnight  later,  than 
at  New  York;  but  this  ol)jection  is  greatly  overbal- 
anced by  the  extraordinary  advantages  ot  the  situation. 

In  order  to  select  the  most  suitable  situation,  a  care- 
ful examination  and  survey,  under  the  direction  of 
pome  of  our  most  experienced  officers,  aided  by  a  skil- 
ful engineer,  appears  to  be  indispensable,  an  op|>ortu- 
nity  for  which  has  been  prevented  by  the  active  ope- 
rations of  the  war,  and  consequent  occupation  of  the 
officers  best  qualified  for  this  service. 

The  number  of  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys, 
authorized  by  law,  is  indefinite  and  discretionary  with 
the  President,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  refer- 
ence : 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  21st  of  April,  1806,  vol. 
8,  page  109,  Umits  the  officers,  seamen,  ordinary  sea- 
men, and  boys,  to 
13  captains, 

9  masters  commandant, 
72  lieutenants, 
\hi)  midshipmen,  and 
925  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  l>oys. 

The  act  of  the  same  dale,  page  142,  authorizes  the 
President  to  man  and  equip  the  gunboats. 

The  act  of  the  .3d  of  March,  1807,  authorizes  the 
employment  of  .500  additional  seamen,  ordinary  sea- 
men, and  l>o\s. 

The  act  of  the  3l8t  of  January.  1809,  vol.  9,  page 
206,  authorizi^s  the  employment  of  300  additional  mid- 


shipmen, and  3,600  additional  seamen,  ordinary  sea- 
men, and  boys. 

The  act  of  the  30th  of  March,  1812,  vol.  11,  page 
89,  authorues  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy  to  be 
increased  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  officer,  man, 
and  equip  the  vessels  to  be  put  in  service. 

The  act  of  the  2d  of  January,  1813,  pape  340,  pro- 
vides for  the  building,  uthceruig,  and  manning  four 
74's  and  six  frigates. 

The  act  of  the  ,3d  of  March,  1813,  page  429.  au- 
thorizes  the  President  to  build  six  sloops  of  war,  and 
to  build,  or  procure,  such  a  number  of  sloops  of  war, 
or  other  armed  vessels  on  the  lakes,  as  the  public  ser- 
vice may  require  ;  and  to  appoint  such  officers,  and  to 
employ  the  number  of  seamin,  as  may  be  necessary 
for  such  vessels  as  are  authorized  by  law  to  be  put  in 


commission 


The  act  of  the  5ih  of  July,  1813.  vol.  12,  page  10. 
authorizes  the  President  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped, 
and  manned,  such  number  of  barges  as  he  may  deem 
necessary. 

There  is  no  correct  data  in  the  department,  by  which 
to  ascertain  the  actual  number  of  seamen,  ordinary 
seamen,  and  boys,  employed  at  any  one  period.  The 
longest  period  of  enlistment  being  for  two  years,  and 
in  many  cases,  for  the  flotilla  service,  for  a  shorter  pe- 
riod, the  number  is  constantly  fluctuating,  and  con- 
sequently cannot  be  correctly  ascertained  ;  but  it  is 
believed,  from  a  general  view  of  the  subject  by  the  Ac- 
countant and  myself,  that  the  number  employed  dur- 
ing the  year  1813,  has  considerably  exceeded  the  esti- 
mate for  that  year. 

There  is  not  at  this  time,  in  the  department,  suffi- 
cient data  upon  which  to  estimate  the  number  of  gun- 
boats actually  fit  for  service;  some  have  undergone 
partial  repairs,  while  others  have  deteriorated. 

The  following  will  show  the  number  on  each  sta- 
tion, and  their  presumed  condition,  viz: 

Gunboats. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  in  service      -         -         6 
Newbury  port  do.         -         -         S 

Boston  do.         •         •         "i  _ 

Rhode  Island  do.         -         •         tf 

New  London  do.         •         •         2 

New  York  do.         -         -31 

In  ordinary,  fit  for  service        -         •     7 

38 

Delaware  Bay,  in  se^rice  •  7 

In  ordinary,  fit  for  service        -         •  Vi 

19 

Baltimore,  in  service  ...         1 

Potomac  do.      ....         3 

^'orfolk,  in  service,  and  ready  for  service 

but  very  lightly  lAanned — recruiting  as 

men  offer        .         ...         -       23 
North  Carolina,  in  service  -         -         6 

South  Carolina  do.       .         .         •         3 

Georgia  do.       ...         6 

New  Orleans  do.       -        -        -        6 


125 


When  it  is  considered  that  six  large  sloops  of  war 
have  been  built,  equipped  and  manned,  in  our  sea- 
ports, and  three  sloops  of  war  and  one  ship  of  2<)  guns 
on  the  lakes,  within  the  preceding  eight  months;  that 
three  74's  and  three  44's  will  be  added  this  year,  but 
which  are  yet  to  be  manned,  and  that  provision  still 
exists  for  building  one  74  and  three  44's  as  soon  as 
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^oiuble  material  c«n  b«  had ;  it  appears  to  me  that 

iany  furthe:  provision  atpresentfor  the  increase  of  our 

;  Oii'al  force  would  not  add  to  its  efficiency,  and  there- 

'  fore  IS  not  /,:ecc8sary  ;  except  such  as  I  have  suggested 

;  m  my  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee 

'  of  the  HoLj««>  of  Kepresentatives,  a   copy  of  which  I 

^have  the  h<4ior  to  enclose;  and   even  of  that  descrip- 

j  tion,  the  nuViiber  ought  to  be  very  moderate,  when  the 

f  cop  tern  plat.>d  increase  of  our  force  on  the  lakes,  and 

th<  deinaniFfor  expt^rienced  officers  and  seamen,  which 

'  th^*  very  rapid  augmentation  of  our  force  has  created, 

iari?  taken  iTito  view.     The  flotilla  service,  moreover,  is 

]   utill  very  drflcient  in  men.     We  may  readily  and  rap- 

'  r  idly  add  anv  reasonable  number  of  vessels  to  our  force, 

I  but  their  a.  mament  and  many  parts  of  their  equipment 

/of  every  drsrnption,  will  be  to  fabricate.     The  cannon 

^foundries   <ire   few  in   number,  and   none  of  any  note 

north  of  thf  waters  of  the  Chesapeake.     These  have 

Tbeen,  are  nyw,  and   will    be   fully  engaged  during  the 

J  present  year,  in  fabricating  the  ordnance  required  for 

J'thc  force  ai'eady  authorized.     The  private  armed  ves- 

*^|8  cannottat  this  time   procure  their  armament  of  a 

:j)rpper  kioci-on  any  terms. 

^ '.'    W  iih  the  rapid  increase  of  our  naval  force,  the  pro- 
motion of  voung  officers    has   been    necessarily  very 
rapid;  and 'those  whose  experience  and   talents  have 
(•xdlted   ouc    flag   are    comparatively  few   in   number. 
> Therefore,  nowever  desirable  it  may  be   to   give   the 
\  ►se^iior  lieutL-nants  separate  commands,  in  which  they 
wiiuld  be  useful  to  their  country  and  acquire  honor  to 
,  thiemselves;  it  will    leave  our  74's  and  frigates  and 
sq;uadron8  ^n   the   lakes  without  officers  of  sufficient 
■  experience.:    This  has  been  a  subject  of  serious  solici- 
tude with  yhme  of  ciur  commanders;  and  the  tenacious 
policy  of  oi^r  naval  system  precludes  the  admission  of 
, talent   and*  experience   from    any  other   source   than 
lineal  pronr«)tion.     It  is  true  sailing  masters  have  been 
promoted  lii  lieutenants,  under  special  circumstances; 
ai)d  I  jiercejve  no  good  reason  why  this  experienced  and 
valuable  cluss  of  officers  should  not  be  as  regularly  en- 
iljed  to  proknotion  as  midshipmen. 
With  th^se  views  the  honorable  committee  will  be 
i;  enabled   to  _  appreciate    the    arguments  which    I   have 
Adeemed  it  proper  to  offer  for  their  consideration. 
.»       I  also  bejir  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  augment- 
^  mg  the  .MuMne  Corps  from  the  present  establishment, 
\  1,869,  to  2j!52,  and   to  increase  the  number  of  com- 
missioned officers  in  the  saaie  pro|K)rtion  as  in  the  in- 
fantry of  the  army. 

It  is  not  necesscry  to  recall  the  recollection  of  the 
honorable  committee  to  the  gallant  part  this  distin- 
»  gvjished  corjis  has  acted  in  all  the  noble  victories  which 
i  huve  been  cK'hieved  ;  nor  to  its  character  for  discipline, 
'  v^lor,  and  patient  endurance  of  the  most  severe  ser- 
X  vijce  on  thci  lakes,  in  which  it  has  sutfered  excessively ; 
■  suffice  it  W  **yi  ihat  it  is  not  surpassed  by  any  body 
}  01*  mfin  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  though  seen 
^  o^ly  in  thi  back  ground  of  the  picture,  and  without 

Itbe  ordinaijy  inducements  to  noble  actions — a  reason- 
alile  proapjct  of  promotion,  with  a  sprig  of  the  laurel 
w-'hich  it  'iiay  help  to  gather.  The  augmentation 
»  wshich  I  rerommend,  will  be  actually  necessary  for  the 
fUrce  now  «uthorized,  as  will  be  illustrated  by  the  e!-ti- 
mate  which  accompanies  this.  This  corps  is,  more- 
over, excordingly  useful  at  our  several  naval  stations, 
aiid  from  lis  amphibious  character  calculated  to  render 
I  ufaportant  iservices  in  every  situation. 
I  J  We  havl*  a  right,  sir,  to  anticipate  during  the  ensu- 
-  \u%  8umui«;r  the  most  urgent  occasion  for  the  vigorous 


I 


employment  of  the  flotilla  for  the  defence  of  the  waters 
of  the  United  States ;  and  it  has  become  a  very  inter- 
esting question,  how  that  force  is  to  be  commanded 
with  the  best  effect.  That  service  is,  at  beat,  unpopu- 
lar with  the  regular  officers  of  the  navy  ;  and  the  aer- 
vices  of  those  officers  who  are  qualified  for  separate 
command  are  required  to  meet  the  increased  demand 
for  the  regular  naval  force,  parUcularly  on  the  lakes, 
which  is  very  pressing.  Those  officers  who  are  de- 
ficient in  experience,  are  justly  averse  to  the  flotilla 
service;  because  they  can  acquire  but  very  httie  useful 
professional  knowledge;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a  service  in 
which  those  who  are  to  form  the  officers  for  the  shipa 
of  war,  ought  not  to  be  engaged. 

There  are  other  intrinsic  difficulties  in  this  service 
which  are  unknown  on  board  our  ships  of  war.  The 
temptations  to  insubordination  and  vice  arc  much 
greater  in  this  scattered  and  amphibious  kind  of  force ; 
and  the  rigors  of  naval  discipline,  unless  tempered 
with  judgment  and  great  moderation,  discourage  the 
recruiting  for  this  service. 

Bay  and  river  craft  men,  seamen,  ordinary  seamen 
who  have  families,  riggers  and  naval  mechanics  out  of 
employ,  will  engage  in  the  service  under  a  local  com- 
mander of  capacity  and  influence,  when  they  will  not 
engage  for  the  regular  naval  service. 

As  rank  in  our  naval  service  can  only  be  attained 
by  regular  gradation,  commanders  of  talents,  local 
knowledge,  influence,  and  distinguished  courage,  can- 
not be  commissioned  for  this  service  under  the  present 
regulations.  The  necessity  of  the  case,  from  the  rea- 
sons which  I  have  assigned,  has  induced  the  employ- 
ment of  a  few  acting  officers  with  command,  but  with- 
out rank,  in  two  of  the  most  important  situations,  viz : 
New  York  harbor  and  the  Chesapeake  bay.  These 
appointments  appear  to  have  given  great  confidence  in 
these  districts,  and  the  success  in  recruiting  for  the 
service  on  these  stations,  considering  the  unequal  com- 
petition of  the  military  and  private  service,  has  been 
favorable. 

I  would,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the 
utility  of  providing  by  law  for  the  a{)pointment  of  four 
captains,  with  the  same  relative  rank  and  authority  in 
the  flotilla  service,  and  the  same  pay  and  emoluments, 
as  captains  in  the  navy;  and  twelve  lieutenants  with 
the  same  relative  rank  and  authority  in  the  flotilla  ser- 
vice, and  the  same  pay  and  emoluments,  as  lieuten- 
ants in  the  navy  ;  but  limited  to  the  temporary  em- 
ployment of  the  flotilla  without  rank  in  the  navy,  other 
than  in  the  flotilla  in  which  they  may  serve,  and  sub- 
ject only  to  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ;  in  all  other  respects  to  be  governed  by  the 
rules  and  regulations  provided  for  the  government  of 
the  navy. 

There  is  an  object  of  great  importance,  to  which  I 
could  have  wished  to  draw  your  attention.  I  mean 
the  re-organization  of  the  Aavy  Department;  of  the 
necessity  of  which,  no  one  can  be  more  sensible  than 
myself;  but  really  my  faculties  have  been  so  closely 
engaged  with  the  multifarious  objects,  and  the  current 
and  incessant  labors  of  the  department,  during  a  period 
of  the  most  active  and  important  operations,  that  I 
have  had  no  leisure  to  delil>erate  upon,  and  digest  a 
system  satisfactory  to  myself,  or  such  as  1  can  present 
to  you  at  this  time.  .\nd,  as  it  is  better  to  labor  with 
known  evils  than  to  hazard  a  premature  and  inade- 
quate system,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  postpone  the 
subject  for  the  present,  respectfully  submitting,  how- 
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ever,  to  the  wiadom  of  Congress  to  revise  the  system  if 
it  shall  deem  it  now  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  W.  JONES. 

Hon.  JoHW  Gaillakd,  Chairman,  4-c. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  G.mllard, 

Resolved.  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  devise  and  digest  a  system  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  Department  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  to  report  the 
same  to  the  Senate  at  the  commenceraent  of 
their  next  session. 

Resolved.  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  digest,  or  cause  to  be  digested,  all 
the  laws  now  in  force  relative  to  the  Naval  Es 
tablishment  and  the  Marine  Corps,  and  to  report 
the  same  to  the  Senate  at  the  commencement  of 
their  next  session. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  together  with  the 
amendments  thereto,  reported  by  the  select  com-, 
niittee;  and.  after  debate  thereon,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Fro.me.ntin  presented  the  petition  of  Harry 
Toulmin  and  other>.  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  praying  the  alteration  and  establibh- 
inent  of  certain  post  routes  in  said  Territory,  as 
is  stated  at  large  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Law  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Darlington 
district,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  certain  post  route  in  said 
district,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTO.N.  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  John  R.  Plater  and  others,  made  report. 
Whereupon,  the  committee  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  tiiereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1814,''  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Hou-e  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  belter  organizing, 
paying,  and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;"'  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

In  section  10,  after  the  word  "  enacted,"  in  the  first 
line,  strike  out  the  words,  "that  the  servants  of  officers, 
other  than  soldiers,  not  exceeding  the  number  of 
waiters  allowed  by  the  preceding  section."  and  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  following;  "that  no  officer  shall  be 
permitted  to  employ  as  a  servant  any  soldier  from  the 
line  of  the  army;  and  that  the  servants  of  officers,  not 
exceeding  the  number  allowed  by  the  preceding 
section:" 

l3thC0N.  2d  Sess.— 22 


It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
nays  14.  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb 
of  Georgia,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Dagjiett,  Fromentin,  Giles, 
Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Stone,  Tait, 
Taylor,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Dana,  (Jerman,  Gilman, 
Goldsborough.  Howell.  Hunter,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Robinson,  Smith,  Turner,  and  Varnuin, 

Whereupon,  Resolved.  That  the  Senate  agree 
to  some,  and  disagree  to  other,  amendments  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1814,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'Aa 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
amendraetit,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  the  fourth  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
insert, 

"Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  annual  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars 
heretofore  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  a  further 
annual  sum,  which  shall  be  equal  to  the  interest  pay- 
able upon  the  stock  created  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to- 
gether with  a  sum  that  shall  be  equal  to  one  per 
centum  upon  the  whole  principal  of  such  stock,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  internal  duties  itn[>osed  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
yearly  appropriated  to  the  said  fund,  and  vested  in  the 
commissioners  thereof  in  trust,  to  be  by  them  applied 
to  pav  the  interest  and  to  reimburse  the  principal  of 
the  said  stock  created  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

"Skc.  ."i.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  annually,  and  every  year, 
cause  the  sums  so  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
to  be  paid  to  the  commissioners  thereof,  and  it  shall 
be  their  duty  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid  yearly, 
and  every  year,  out  of  the  said  fund,  and  at  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  such  sum  and  sums  as  may 
be  annually  wanted  to  pay  the  interest  and  charges 
accruing  on  the  stock  created  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and 
to  reimburse  the  principal  of  the  said  stock  as  the 
same  shall  become  due,  and  may  be  discharged  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  loan;  and  they  are  further 
authorized  and  required  annually  to  apply  the  afore- 
said sum,  to  be  equal  as  aforesaid  to  one  per  centum 
upon  the  whole  principal  of  the  stock  created  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  together  with  the  interest  that  shall  annu- 
ally accrue  and  be  paid  upon  so  much  of  the  said  stock 
as  shall  have  been  redeemed,  and  which  is  hereby  re- 
quired, from  time  to  time,  to  be  transferred  to  the  said 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  towards  the  re- 
demption, by  purchase,  of  the  principal  of  the  afore- 
said stock,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  and  to  no  other  pur- 
pose. And  to  make  good  any  deficiency  in  the 
product  of  the  internal  duties  aforesaid,  to  satisfy  the 
appropriation  aforesaid,  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  pledged  to  provide 
and  appropriate  hereafter  such  additional  and  perma- 
nent internal  duties  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
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if^'.erest  and  t^  rcimburee  as  aroresaid  the  whole  of  the  '  The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
\.  (ncipal  of  fjie  stock  aforesaid,  created  by  virtue  of  i  owners  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Palriota,"  was 
llji  jict:  Provided  always.  That  nothing  herein  con-  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
t  Jn.*d  shall  hv  construed  to  prevent  the  Legislature  of  niillee  on  Foreign  Relations,  lo  con.sider  and  re- 
i\  r  Tnited  States  from  modifying,  or  from  substituting  :  pQ^t  thereon, 
c^er  internal  duties  of  equal  value  to  all  or  any  of  the  |       The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 

^'^^"l"?!'^     '"■'*  u  u     ^  ...       ,;  iel   McCauley   and   Samuel   Ralston,"  was  read 

In  the  iiftn  section  strike  out  the  figure  "5,     and  -  - 


iXjert  "fi." 

Wt  was  dt'termined  in  the  negative — yeas  8, 
Tib's  19,  as  follows  : 

jj  HAS — McHHrg^Fromentin,  German,  Gilinan,  Gore, 
I^nler,  King,  Lambert,  and  Mason. 

^4T8 — Mciuira.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  (Jeorgia,  Bledsoe, 
ljjii«<n,  Chacp,  ("ondit,  (lailiard,  Goldsborough,  How- 
e;  }  Lacock.  Morrow,  Roberta,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait, 
^  ^lor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

,-And  no  fnriher  amendment  having  been  pro- 
j,  i£ed  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
rj  jjus  consent;  and.  on  the  question.  Shall  this 
h  %  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
y.  ^s  22,  nay>  6,  as  follows: 

H'«A» — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe, 
t  pwn,  Chacf.  Condit,  F 


(j  <e«,   Gilman,    Howel 


Si  )iih.  Stone.   Tait,   Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,   and  |  Giles,  and    Stone,  were    appointed    the    com- 


romentin,  Gaillard,  German, 
Lacock,    Morrow,    Roberta, 


the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ste- 
phen Girard,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  22d  of  Jan- 
uary last  on  his  petition,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  lo  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  location,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the 
4ih  of  February,  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Cooper  and  others,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  lime  for 
holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  Stales 
for  the  Virginia  district,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and    report   thereon  ;  and    Messrs.  Brent. 


y  prlhington. 

pf  AT» — Messrs.  Goldhborough,  Gore,  Hunter,  King, 
Ipiibert,  and  Mason. 

'So  it  wa.^  Jiegolred.  That  this  bill  pass. 


I    Monday.  March  21. 


mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee  therein  mentioned,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  ihereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  Andlb.so.n,  Robert.^,  and  Varnum.  were 


1<   '  

^|r.  GoLii3BOROLGH.  from  the  coramiilee  to  |  appointed  the  coraniittee 
\tti0TTi  was  referred  the  peiition  of  John  Teakle.  1  The  bill,  entitled  "An  art  for  the  relief  of 
r^rted  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with-  '  George  Walkingion."  was  read  the  second  lime. 
^SJ  *"*  P*'*''?n-  I  and  referred  to  ihe  Coiumillee  on  Foreign  Rtla- 

5^lr.  Smiti).  from  the  committee  appointed    to     lions,  to  con^ider  and  report  thereon, 
fijisider  the  subject,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  di-  '      The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
r^ttng   the  disposition   of  money  paid   into  the  ,  act.  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers 
cj.  jrts  of  th.'  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,    and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on 
a^rd  pas.-^ed  to  the  second  reading.  ■  the  Wabash,"  was  read  the  second  tune,  and  re- 

ij^he  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the    ferred  to   the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
r^iort  of  \htt  select  committee  on  the  petition  of    consider  and  report  thereon. 
J^in  Aiken  and  Pearl  Spaff"ord.     Whereupon.       \      The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Seth 

\Jiesolred,  That  said  petitioners  have  leave  to  ^  Russell  and  Sons."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
VphJraw  ibeir  said  petition,  and  the  papers  I  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
Ijiri.'in  referred  to.  i  port  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Gore.  Hinter.  and 

♦iTne   bill  to  incorporate  a  marine  and  fire  in-    Chace.  were  appointed  the  committee, 
•iflance  company  tii  the  town  of  Alexandria  was        The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
r^umed  ;  and  on   motion,  by  .Mr.  S.mitii.  it  was    Malcolm."  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred 
p^tponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next.  |  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and 

*|\  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  •  report  thereon. 
iiWar'med   ih,    Senile  that   the  House  concur  in         The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
t®  l>ill.  whirli  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled    liara  H.  Savage."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
•>^n  act  for   the  relief  of  haac  Clason."  with    referred   to  the  Committee  on  .Naval  Affairs,  to 
a«endnienl'i  ;  in  which  thoy  request  the  concur-    consider  and  report  thereon 

"5r:  "fM^^'''"''*-  The  bill,  entitled  'An  actVor  the  relief  of  Mary 

^1  be  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  pur-  Chevers."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
pije  of  supplying  Georgetown  with  water  was  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  lo  consider 
rjd  the  s»ci.nd  time.  j  and  report  thereon. 

^k^\v'"o''"^"'*''^  "  '^"  ^^^  ^°^  '^*^  relief  of  Jo-        The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
^^ihi   \V.  P>ge^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ,  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relation^, 
-wefred  to  toe  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  i  on  the  ptiiiion  of  Don  Ramon  de  Lenares  Gon- 
[icansider  and  report  ihereon.  I  zales,  and  Don  Ramon  de  Calraenero.     Where- 
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Son^3l!'";l°""'  '"^  '''""  to  withdraw  their  [  the  United  States  to  exchange  a  certain  parcel  of 
petition  wi  h  the  accompanying  documents.  land  in  the  city  of  New  York  for  other  lands  .n 

1  he  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint    the  same  city  ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  t>assed 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 1  to  the  second  ;eadinr  '  ^^^^ 

labl.shing  permanent    rules   for  regulating   and  |      Mr.  Lacock.  from°the  coramitlee  to  whom  was 
conducting  the  priming  of  the  Senate  anTl  House    referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fo    the  reUef  of 
of  Representatives,  was  read  the  second  nme.         Stephen  Girard."  reported  it  without  amendt^ent 
,n3n   n       •"  *"'^;;^',^'^  l^-^  '^""'^=^, '"  George-  j      The  Pkes.uent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
own.  District  of  Columbia,  was  read  the  second  !  Secretary  for   the  Department  of  State,  on  the 

memorial  of  Jonathan  S.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia, 


The  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  to  alter  and  eslablish  i 
certain  post  roads,"  was  read  the  second  time,  j 
and  referred  to  a  select  cornmitlee,  to  consist  of  | 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;! 
and  Messrs.  Lacock,  Mason,  Roberts.  Dao-  | 
oett.  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  coramiilee. 


referred   lo   him   the  7th  instant;  and  the  report 


was  read.     It  is  as  follows  : 


Dkpahtmejit  of  Statk.  March  16,  1814. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  a 
'  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  inatant,  the  memo- 
rial of  Jonathan  8.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
j  comj)en8ation   for  the   Iom  of  a  quantity  of  coffee  in 
!  -Algiers,  has  the  honor  to  report : 

I  That  the  aaid  Jonathan  S.  Smith  appears  to  hare 
been  engaged  in  commerce  with  the  town  of  Algiers 
in  the  year  1812,  when  the  Dey,  without  any  ju«t 
cause,  and  in  violation  of  the  existing  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Regency,  declared  war 
against  the  United  States;  that,  by  an  article  of  the 
treaty,  it  is  stipulated  '•  that  should  war  break  out  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  the  Consul  of  the  United 
States  and  all  citiiens  of  the  said  Statei  shall  have 
leave  to  embark  themselves  and  property  unmolested 
on  board  of  what  vessel  or  vessels  they  should  think 
proper."  That  the  injunction  imjwsed  by  the  Dey  on 
the  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  and  other 
.American  citizens,  to  leave  .Algiers  before  the  peti- 
tioner r^uld  dispose  of  his  coffee,  or  to  provide  the 
means  of  carrying  it  elsewhere,  gave  him  a  claim  on 
the  Rei^ency  for  an  indemnity  whenever  a  peace  shall 
be  made,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to 
endeavor  to  obtain    for  him ;    that   the  violation  of  a 

r  r>   I k-      u     .1  I        I       r    I      rr    ■        i 'reaty  bv  One  I'ower,  to  thc  injurv  of  another,  does  not 

n.^kTx'^rJl       """"'  ^"'^  "'•/'  °^'n   ^"'''"  '  '^''^'  '^'  '"^'^^  responsible  to  Us  own  citizens  or  to 
S!     ,?[.  wl  .11       '  "^^^  r^uraed  as  in  Commit-  ,  other,  tor  the  losses  which  they  may  thereby  sustain  ; 

that  neither  party  to  a  treaty  can  be  considered  a  gua 


On  motion,  the  petition  of  Harry  Toulmin  and 
others,  and  of  William  Law  and  others,  presented 
the  19lh  instant,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Ulmer  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  War  to  purchase  of  William  Tatham 
military  models  and  apparatus,  and  topographical 
charts,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Den- 
nis Clark,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  4th  of  February, 
on  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Cooper  and  others, 
lo  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Clason." 
and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  a 
bank  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 


lee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  that  it  be  postponed 
to  the  first  .Monday  m  December  next,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Tait,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  .Monday  next 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  '  '*"'  them  an  indemnity. 


rantee  for  the  faithful  performance  of  its  conditions  bv 
the  other;  that  the  only  claim  which  the  citizens  of 
either  have  in  such  case  on  their  own  Government  is, 
for  its  good  offices  in  doing  all  that  it  can,  consistently 
with  the  general  interests  of  the  community,  to  obtain 


JA.MES  .MtJNKOE. 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "'An  | 
act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  courts  of  I 
the  United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York;" 
and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Wednesday  next. 


Tuesdat.  March  22. 
Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time 
for  holding  thedisirict  courts  of  the  United  States 
for   the   Virginia    district,"   reported    it    without  j  act  fur  the  more  effectual  enforcing  of  the  non- 


The  VicK  Peeridknt  of  the  United  States,  4re. 

The  President  al>o  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Assistant  Postmaster  General  on  unproduc- 
tive post  roads;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  who  have  under  consideration  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  road.s,"  lo  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  directing  the  disposition  of  money  paid 
into  courts  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


amendment;  and  it  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ing; and  was  read  a  third  time  by  uaauiinous 
consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Worthington.  from  the  Committee  on 

Military  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  refer- 

ed,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of 


importation  laws,  by  forbidding  the  courts  to  de- 
liver to  the  claimants,  pending  the  trial,  merchan- 
dise, or  other  articles,  seized  under  the  same  ;" 
and.  after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  that 
the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to 
the  next  session  of  Consress,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  15.  as  follows: 
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fA« — Memi^  Brown,   Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gail- 
German,  (riles,  Gilman,  Ciold8l)orough,  Gore,  Hor- 


The  Senate  r*»suined,  as  in   Committee  of    the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  for  the  relief 

Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Maeon,  Smith,  Stone,  j  of  George  Ulraer  ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion, 

(^|V«lls.  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  further  consideration  thereof 


Ian 
»ey 
an(tl|Vells 

-.MessK*.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb 
of  I  r<eorgia,  Br-nt,  Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Moi  »ow,  Roberti,  KobinMn,  Tait,  Taylor.  Turner,  and 

/  .message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inf.  i.raed  the  Senate  that  they  recede  from  all 
thei  araendraents  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  to 
the' J)ill.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  belter  organ- 
iziijr,  paying,  and  supplying  the  Army  of  the 
Un#td  Siites,"  except  the  16th  amendment,  on 
whyii  they  insi.st.  They  also  agree  to  the  amend- 
meiis  of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments  on  the 
sai^til. 


Wednesday,  March  23. 
'  President 
ates  to  exchange  a  certain  parcel  of  land 


'Ae  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted'^ptates  to  exchange  a  certain  parcel  of  land 
in  iSJe  ciiy  of  New  York  for  other  lands  in  the 
sai^  city.  wa>;  read  the  second  time. 

f.  Gaillard.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
rs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Chevers,"  reported 
11  1%  .-ihout  amendment ;  and.  from  the  same  cora- 
mi(|>e,  he  also  reported  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for<the  relief  of  William  H.  Savage."  without 
amilKiment. 

'£ie  PRE8ir>ENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Sei^iary  for  Che  Department  of  War.  on  the  pe- 
titi^?i  of  Daniel  Pettibone,  referred  to  him  the 
lOtijJ  of  Febrinry  ;  which  was  read,  and  the  re- 
pori  together  \Vith  the  accompanying  papers,  was 

reftfred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to     "''''•  '^'^""'•^^act,  or  awe  the  regular  deliberation  and 
n  idi-r  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise    '  \^.*T  ''!  ''"^  ^<^"*"t"»<'^'  authorities,  arc  deatructive  of 

tnia  fundamental  principle  and  of  fatal  tendency.  .And 
the  first  dawning  ol  evtry  attempt  to  ulionate  any  por- 
tion of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the 
sacred  ties  which  now  link  together  the  various  parts, 
merits  the  frown  of  indignity." 

This   Constitution,    the    palladium  of  our  political 
prosperity  and  safety,  declares  that  the  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
nd  repel  invasions;  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
nd  disciplining  the  militia  ;  and  for  governuig  such  part 
f  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     The  Constitution  also  declares  that  "  this 


wa>  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

PENNSYLVANIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pre.hident  of  the  United  States: 
Tq  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

At  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
conveyed  through  the  Governor  of  that  State,  I  trans- 
mit to  Congress  copies  of  its  resolutions  of  the  lOth 
instant.  JAMES  .MONROE. 

MiKCH  22,  1814. 

The  Resolutions  are  as  follow  : 

The  people  of  the  L'nited  States,  in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic 
tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare  and  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty  to  themselves  and  to  their  posterity,  did  ordain 
and  solemnly  adopt  a  Constitution  for  the  United 
States. 

•*  This  Government,  the  oflfspring  of  our  choice,  (says 
Washington,)  uninfluenced  and  unawed,  adopted  ot> 
full  investigation  and  mature  deliberation,  completely 
free  in  its  principles  in  the  distribution  of  its  powers, 
uniting  security  with  energy,  has  a  just  claim  to  our 
confidence  and  support.  Respect  for  its  authority, 
compliance  with  its  laws,  acquiescence  in  its  measures, 
are  duties  enjoined  by  the  fundamental  maxims  of 
true  liberty.  All  obstructions  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  all  combinations  and  a.ssociations  under  whatever 
plausible  character,  with  the  real  detiign  to  direct,  cott- 


er 

\  ^■.  Andehso.n,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
tva  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  itsi'ent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General 
As  mbly  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee  therein  raen- 
tiot  lid,"  reporled  it  with  amendments. 

'1  he    Senali!    proceeded    to  consider   the  six- 
tee;  ih   amendment,  insisted  on   by  the  House  of 
Re|  re.ientativ-es  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for    >_ 
the ,  jefter  orgiinizing.  paying,  and  supplying  the    an 
An   y  of  the  United  States.'' and.  an 

/  "Solved,  That  they  insist  on  their  disagree-  of 
nie;|$  Co  the  said  amendment,  and  ask  a  confer-  ^"^ 
encj  ofi  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses.     Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which 

(fdrred,  Tliat  Me.s>rs.  Worthingto.n  Smith,  •*^*"  ^  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  su- 
and|  Varnu-m.  be  the  managers  at  the  said  con- i  P"^^/"* '"^  °'^*^*' '""'^•,  I' "If  further  declares,  that 
fere^e  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 


C^  motion,  l^y  Mr.  Gaillard,  the  bill  authori- 
zinii  the  augmentation  of  the  Marine  Corps  was 
reffjied  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  fur- 
theH*o  consider  and  report  therein. 

"^e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^^  (^'le,  the  consideration  of  th*'  bill,  entitled 
yA^jract  to  ani^nd  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  lay- 
ingJfuties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise. 
antBuf,  ships  and  vessels;"  and  no  amendment 
hav2>g  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
thejurd  readrng;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  A.n- 
deK|os.  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  by  unani- 
moiK  consent,  and  passed. 


It  IS   treason  against  the    United  States  to  levy  war 

against  them,  to  adhere   to  their   enemies,  or  to  give 

,  them  aid  or  comfort.     In  pursuance  of  the  powers  thus 

vested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  they  did 

pass  laws  providing  for  the  calling  the  militia  into  the 

service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  their  government 

while  in  that  service,  enacting  that,  while  employed 

,  in  such   service,  they  should  be  subject  to  the  same 

I  rules  and  articles  of  war  as  the  troops  of  the   United 

States,    and   also  imposing  a   penalty   on   those    who 

should  encourage    or  promote   desertion    among  the 

troops  in  said  service. 

In  the  face  of  those  Constitutional  provisions,  and 
j  laws  enacted  by  Congress  m  pursuance  thereof,  the 
I  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  behold,  with  astonishment 
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Senate, 


embargo,  have  released  the  enemy  most  essenti- 
ally from  whatever  pressure  the  act  may  have 
been  calculated  to  produce  upon  him.  Besides, 
said  he,  the  aspect  of  our  affairs  has  maierially 
changed  since  the  adoption  of  this  measure. 
When  adopted,  it  was  known  that  Great  Britain 
had  declined  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  but  it  was  not  known  that  any  new  chan- 


and   high   disapprobation,  the    Executive  of  a  aiater  |  degree,  if  not   in   toto,  ceased  ;  that  the  eitraor- 

State,  issuing  his  proclamation,  ordering  a  detachment ,  dinary  revolutions  which  had  taken  place  on  the 
of  the  militia  of  that  State  then  m  the  service  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  the  accounts  of  which  had 
United  States,  to  desert  th'fervice,  and  return  to  reached  Us  since  the  passing  of  the  act  laying  an 
their   respective   hoiiies.     \S  ith    no  less  astonishment  .       •  »  '      a 

and  disapprobation  do  they  behold  i\  resolution  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  Legislature  of  another  State,  evidently 
intended  to  intimidate,  or  to  prevent  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  from  directing  the  President  to  in- 
stitute a  legal  inquiry,  whether  or  not  the  Constitution 
■nd  laws  of  the  United  Slates  have  been  violated  by 
the  aforesaid  proclamation,  accompanied  by  a  threat 
that  if  such  inquiry  is  instituted,  they  will  aid  in  resist- 
ing it — a  procedure  calculated  to  add  to  the  calamities  '  ^^^  ^^  negotiation  would  be  opened.  A  pacific 
of  the  war,  in  which  the  Ignited  States  have  been  advance  has  since,  however,  been  made  bv  Great 
compelled  to  engage,  in  defence  of  their  liberty  and  Britain,  and  accepted  on  the  part  of  our  Govern- 
independence.  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  Deprecating  ment ;  a  negotiation  is  now  pending,  which  we 
•uch  an  event,  and  feeling  it  as  a  duty  which  we  owe  all  hope  will  issue  in  peace.  Moreover,  said  Mr. 
to  ourselves,  our  (iovernment,  and  our  country,  to  ex-  H..  the  great  pressure  of  the  restrictive  system, 
press  our  high  disapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  all  of  which  the  embargo  is  a  main  feature  has 
measures  calculated  to  produce  such  disastrous  conse-  |  hitherto  been  confined  to  the  people  of  the'Uni- 
quences.  and  our  determination  to  support  the  tJeneral  ,  ,ed  States.  It  is  now  beginning  to  extend  itself 
Government  m  all  (onstitutional  and  lawful  measures;  essentially  to  the  finances  of  The   Government. 

utr'n?   K^"i  '"  ''";,^«- «.^°;'^  «;^  '^'^  V'"r*    ^^^'^^'^  ^een  already  admonished.and  he  prayed 
tution   and  the  laws  of  the   Lnited  Mates,  and   who,     „o„,i„^„„   ,„    ,    i       .i  ^4,1 

either    direcllv  or  iiuhreclly  adhere  to,  or  afford  aid  «;     f "  '^"1^°   '^  1^^^   »'»«  warning  in  season       The 
<omfort,  to  our  common  enemy ;  therefore,  ?'*^   !°f<^''*  °^   '^e  system   which    for   the    past 

Resolved,  Bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen-  '  ^^^'^  '^''^Q  "PO"  'he  commerce  and  agriculture 
tatives  of  this  Commonwealth,  that  they  view  with  the  i  °'  ihe  country  are  DOW,  he  feared,  about  to  fall 
utmost  concern  and  disapprobation,  every  attempt  to  '  "P°"  '"^  credit  and  operations  of  the  Govern- 
•creen  from  just  punishment  an>  individual  or  indi-  ,  "'*'"'•  He,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  measure 
viduals,  however  elevated  by  station,  who  may  violate  '  Would  be  immediately  abandoneJ. 
the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  who  '  Mr.  H.  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
may  directly  or  indirectly  adhere  to,  or  afford  aid  or  1  Resolved,  That  the  petitions  just  read  be  referred  to 
comfort  to  the  enemies  of  our  beloved  country.  la   select   committee;  and   that  the  committee   be  in- 

Resvlved,  That  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power     structed    to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act 
as  a  Legislature,  or  as  individual  members  of  society,     laying  an  embargo  on   ships   and  vessels  in  the  ports 
support  the  General  Government  in  all  lawful  and  Con-     and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  17th  daj 
stitutional  measures  to  bring  to  justice  infractors  of  the     of  December,  1813. 
laws  and    Constitution  of  the   United   States,  and  all 


The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next. 


abettors  and  aiders  of  the  enemies  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  foregoing    preamble  and  resolutions  |  

to  the    President  of  the  United   States,  with  a  request  TUESDAY    March  24. 

that  he  will  lay  the  same  before  Congress.                        !       y,  ^t                            \ 

The  Message  and   resolutions  therein  referred     ..'l^^-  "^c,rthington    from  the  Committee  on 
to  were  read                                                                        Military  Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred   the  p*?ti- 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO.  'Zi  of^?e  sletar^f^ril'^fr^^.^''^  'r  w" 

I  port  ol  tde  Secretary  lor  the  Department  of  War 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  sundry  petitions  signed  \  thereon,  made  report.  Whereupon,  the  petitioner 
by  a  number  of  persons,  citizens  of  the  State  of  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 
Delaware,  staling  that,  owing  to  changes  on  the  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gohe,  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
continent  ol  Europe,  the  embargo  no  longer  af-  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis."  was  referred 
fected  Great  Britain;  that  at  this  time  the  meas-  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report 
ure  was  peculiarly  distre>sing  to  the  people  of  thereon;  and  Messr.«.  Gore.  S.mith,  and  Chace 
the  United  States,  and   particularly  to  the   peti-  ,  were  appointed  the  committee.  ' 

tioners.  They  therefore  pray  that  Congress  in 
their  wiNdom  may  repeal  the  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo, (tc. 


Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Abraham  Chaplain,  made 
report.  Whereupon,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  the  said  peiition  and  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 

was  about  to  make.     He  meant  only  to  make  a  \  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 


The  petition  being  read, 

.Mr.  H.  said   it  was  not  his   intention  at  this 
time  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of  the  motion  he 


general   remark  or  two  tending  to  show  the  pro 

priely  of  the  course  he  was  about  to  adopt.     .Mr. 

H.  said  he  fully  appreciated  the  situation  of  the 
, petitioners  ;  that  wuatever  policy  may  have  dic- 
tated the  embargo,  he  felt  a  strong  conviction  in 
his  mmd  that  that  policy  had  now,  to  a  great  ;  -'Au  act  to  amend  the  act.  entitled 'An  acriay 


the  General  As'-embly  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee 
therein  mentioned;"  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coramitlee  of  the 
Whole,    the    consideration   of  the    bill,    eniilied 

ing 


* 
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dv!«e$  on   notes  of  ^anks,  bankers,  and  certain  |  ing  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 

ciiftpanies;  on  notfA^  bonds,  and  obligations,  dis-  grossed  and  read  a  third  lime. 

c^Utited  by  hanks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa-  Tiie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

nih  ;^^and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descrip-  Whole,   the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend 

'"^*' '               k    n.     ,r                  ...  '*'^  *^''  Pnti'lfd    An   act   to   provide  for  calling 

gn  motion,  by  Mr.  V  ar.ncm.  the  further  con-  forth    the    militia    to    execute    the    law<i   of  the 

^i.j^ration   thrrereof  was    postponed    to  the  first  Union,   suppress    insurrections,  and   renel   inva 

Jrlrfday  in  December  next.  sions." 

^iV.^^  Senate'  resuraed.  as  in  Committee  of  the  On   motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 

.  io  '         consideration  of  the  bill  tu  authorize  consideration    thereof  be  postponed  to    the   first 

['^f  ^<^V*^'\^y  ?t'  '''''i  X'*'*'s"^y  '0  subscribe,  in  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  ia 

bel#U  ot    th»;   United   States,  for  seven  hundred  the  affirmative— yeas  18,  nays  12  a«  follows  • 

aiaififiy  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Ches-  v^.a     M^«=ro    h;m    „f  ir  ' .     i  '     d  ll     r  A 

a,  tke  and  Delaware  Canal  Company.  ^,}  ChaTe  Sit    clrm.n  T  i  ^^^  r       "L  ^"T 

Ar,    r>.«,;„  .     V       v»       »«  ■•'•/•,'  »    '  ^"*ce,  i^onuit.   Urrraan,  uilman,  Gore,  Howell. 

rrTLA  ''  ,u-    ^^V-K^^'"-""'  '^'!    '^'  /"''i'"     L"'"^"^'  ^"«''''  '^°"°^.  Robert..  Stone.  Ta,t.  Tayl 

cc4*ideratioa   thereol    be   postponed   to   the   first     lor.  Turner,  Varnum,  and  VVorthington  ^ 

M»_day  in  Deceniber  next,  If  was  determined  in     _  Nat*— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Brown,  Daggett, 


th^niegative  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey. 
thAfuriher  consideration  thereof'was  postponed 
toJ|nd  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  next  Mon- 
da*  week 


Fromcntin.    Gaillard,    Gilea,    Goldsborough.    HorssT. 
Hunter.  Smith,  and  VVelU. 

The  Senate  resuraed   the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  fixing  the  time  for  an  adjourn- 


(,      i~,,  J     ,  jwiiii  K^uiuwuii  iiAiug   uie   lime  lor  an  adjourn- 

|tie  bill  tQ  amend   the  act.  entitled    'An  act  ^  ment  of  the    present    session   of  Congress-  and 
fojihe  reliei  of  Oliver  Evans,"  was  resumed.        |  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  the  further 
i  >n   motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Kentucky,  that  'consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to   Thurs- 
th.   iurther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  '  day  next. 

th,  ^first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  deter-  !      Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
rn.^ed  in  the  negative;  anJ,  the  bill  having  been     referred  the   bill,  entitled  "An  act   for  the  final 
ar?  ^nded,  the■PRE3^£)£^r  reported  it  to  the  House    <"^i■•-•'"'""  «'■ '---j  •■•'--  -■ 
ac -"*  =  ""' " 


■jrdingly.  ' 

pn   the  qifestion,  Shall    this  bill  be  engrossed 
aiAj  read  a  liiird  time  as  amended  1  it  was* deter- 


adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

.  ..  «a.^  uc.ci- ,      ^'i"-    WoRTHiNGTON,  from    the  committee   of 

inf^ed  in  thr  negative— yeas  9,  nays  22.  as  fol-  I  conference  on   the   16th  amendment  to  the  bill. 

'•?'■  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  organizing,  pay- 

;_    f:„...„_„     I       _  1     I  inc^-     and    <iiinnluinnr    iKo     A.......     ,.r    .1.-     f'_;._i 

Rkietu,  Robiu»on,  Sraith,  Stone 
thlMreon 


^tA»— Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  German.   Lacock   i  « »'    ''"^    supplying    the    Army    of   the    United 
..„^.   i>„t.:.  .-_   o     ..     c,.       ^  Vamum.and  Wor-     ^'»lf''     reported   that   the  conferees  bad  agreed 

I  to  a  modification  of  the  amendment. 

ifs—Me«»irg.  Andcrion.Bibbof  Kentucky   Brent   '      The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 

"      '  '   '^  "  "'  '    Konimittee  to  inguire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 

.   .       --. ^,  „„„ 'ablishing   permanent    rules    for   regulatinff  and 

te|rl..iml.ert,  Maaon,  Morrow,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  1  «t?n<iucting  the  printing  of  the  Senate  and  House 
ur.|rVyeil«.  of  Representatives,   was   read    a   third   time    by 

trhe  motu;n    submitted   by  Mr.   Gore    as    is    r*""T'   con.sent,   and    passed.     And  Messrs. 
*^.d  on  th,.  7,h  in„-n,   -,L  ;i;™„,"^:_'i"  .'_'  I  G'les.  Pro.me.nti.n.  and  Daggett,  were  appoinl- 


stl^ed  on  thu  7th  instant,  was  resumed;  and,  on 
ntjion,  by  Kr.  Weils,  it  was  postponed  to.  and 
nyie  the  order  of  the  day  for.  Monday  next. 

pni  motioir.  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  order  of  the  day 
w^  j)ostpon.:d.  and  the  Senate  resumed  the  res- 
o|4;^ion  for  ti.e  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
t»,,inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
p(=^nanent  rules  for  regulating  and  conductin" 


tl«  priming  of  the  Senate  and  Hou^e  of  Ren  e'  i    n       . '        \u  "■'"•nation  of  the  petitioner'. 

.ehLtives;%nd,  on  the  auest?on    Sh,M  n..t^!C  ':    fl'l!*^""':/^.^^ ''"   "° /^"-^  '-.  -n..dcring   the 


(Sedatives;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall  thi>  reso- 
ludon  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it 
wu.  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

-fjih,  motion,  by  M.-.  Morrow,  the  order  of  the 
dj»  was  postponed,  and  the  Senate  resumed,  as 
lUCommitiM'  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration  of 
tUj- bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Shawnee- 
l<?Vn."  and.  no  amendment  having  been  offered. 
IH^bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  a  third  reading 


ed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

PETITION  OF  STEPHEN  GIRARD. 

Mr.  Roberts  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  Girard.  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  subject  of  the  ransom  of  the 
ship  .Montesquieu,  made  ihe  following  report: 

That,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  petitioner'* 


importations  in  the  .Montesquieu  aa  being  placed  in  a 
different  situation,  as  to  the  payment  of  duties,  on 
account  of  the  ransom  of  that  vessel.  The  ransom- 
ing ditfers  not  from  any  other  commercial  adventure 
in  lU  principle.  The  petitioner  was  permitted  to  ran- 
som his  vessel  by  the  Government,  on  hia  own  appli- 
cation, for  the  promotion  of  his  own  interest,  and  it' 
waa  in  character  an  indulgence.  It  is  not  suggested 
.  the  interest  of  the  petitioner   has  suffered   bv  the  ad- 


■  »^  -f— -—     •"-'**»»*i»v*»ve»v«ius«  I  ■--«•».■       tana      nuii^ivu      i»t     VI  IC    ali" 

>  »n  motion,  by  .Mr.  Horsey,  the  order  of  the  I  '"'"''p-  If  the  act  of  ransoming  be  considered  aa  a 
d^  was  po-tponed,  and  the  Senate  resumed,  as  I  P*""*""*"?**^' ^'«'w«e"  the  petitioner  and  the  Gov- 
irjCommittt-e  of  th<-  Whole,  the  consideration  of  [  ^"\^''°^'  that  would  justify,  even  in  the  event  of  loa«, 
t^JTbill  to  aui  bonze  two  lotteries  in  Georgetown  ^  *  '''""'?"tion  of  duties,  the  rule  of  jusUce,  m  the  event 
I»>trict  of  Columbia;  and.  no  amendment  hav-  I  °'  P"^'',''  wo^'d  gi»e  him   a  participauon  in  the  net 

1-  '  '  8*"i'     ^  he  committee,  not  seeing  there  is  any  valid- 
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ity  in  the  suggestion  of  common  interest,  and  finding 
uo  loae  is  alleged,  submit  a  resolution,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the   petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 


Friday,  March'25. 

The  bill  to  authorize  two  lotteries  in  George- 
town, District  of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  filled. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeaK  17,  nays  11. 
as  follows : 

Veas — .Mesars.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Brent, 
Brown,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Giles.  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rough, Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Chace,  Condit, 
German,  Lacock,  Morrow,  RobejU,  Stone,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Worlhington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Kentucky, 

Ordered,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee who  have  under  consideration  the  memo- 
rial and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  relative  to  a  division  line  be- 
tween that  State  and  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Bledsoe;  and  .Mr.  Bibb,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  appointed. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Russell  and  Sons,''  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  report  of  the  conferees  on  the  16th  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  for  the  better  organizing,  paying. 
and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
was  resumed,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Worthiiigton,  from  the  conferees,  reported  tlieir 
agreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  said  bill,  with  the  addition  of  the 
following  proviso,  at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  section 
of  the  said  bill,  viz :  "Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  entitle  any  prisoner  of 
war,  whose  term  of  H-rvice  shall  have  expired,  to  the 
pay  and  compensation  herein  provided,  after  the  date 
of  his  parole." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative.     Whereupon. 

Hesolved.  That  a  further  conference  be  asked 
on  the  dis.-\greeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  said  sixteenth  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  .Messrs.  Smith,  Var.num,  and 
WoRTHiNGTON.  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gore  submitted  the  fullowing  motion  for 
consideration,  which  was  read,  an  follow?: 

Retolced,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be 
requested  to  cause  io  be  laid  before  the  Senate  copies  of 
the  following  commissions,  viz  :  of  those  granted  to  Wil- 
liam Para,  district  judge  of  Maryland,  and  to  William 
Nelson,  jr.,  marshal  of  the  district  of  Virginia,  referred 
to  in  the  Message  of  the  President,  dated  February  9, 
1790  ;  of  that  granted  to  John  Rutledge,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States,  referred  to  in  the  President's 
Message  of  December  10,  A.  D.  1796;  and  of  that 
granted  to  AU)ert  Gallatin.  John  Ujuincy  Adams,  and 
James  A.  Bayard,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
the    United   Kingdom   of  Great   Britain   and  Ireland, 


referred  to  in  the  Preeident'a  Meeufre  of  the  29th  of 

May  last,  as  having  been  granted  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  concerning  Shaw- 
neetown."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsev.  the  motion  sub- 
mitted yesterday,  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee on  the  petitions  of^  the  citizens  of  Dela- 
ware, was  i)ostponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Tuesday  nex'. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York  " 
was  resumed,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  German 
postponed  to.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for' 
Monday  next.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Sands,  late  collector 
of  the  customs  for  the  port  of  New  York;"  and 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and, on  motion  by  .Mr. 
Smith,  it  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resuraed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Girard.  on  the  subject  of  the  ransom  of 
the  ship  .Montesquieu.  Whereupon,  the  j>etitionet 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

On  motion,  by  Mr  A.NDERSo.N,  the  Senate  agreed 
to  postpone  the  several  orders  of  the  day,  and  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration 0/  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  therein  men- 
tioned ;"  and,  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  aa 
act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain 
acts  of  the  States  of  .Maryland  and  Georgia. 

Saturday,  March  26. 

Mr.  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  I  ill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  "An  act 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of 
the  Slates  of  Maryland  and  Georgia;"  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
cieclaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
General   Assembly   of  the   State   of    Tennessee 
therein   mentioned."  was   read  a  third    time  as 
amended,  and  pa:>sed. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  William 
McDonald  and  Son.  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  steamboat  Chesapeake,  praying  vessels  pro- 
pelled by  •■'team,  employed  in  the  transportation 
of  passengers,  may  be  exempt  from  a  duty  on  ton- 
nage, for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  authorizing 
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e  augmentation  of  the  Marine  Corps,  reported  '  journment  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  wt« 

resumed,  and  the  consideration   thereof  was  fur- 
ther postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^Vho^K  the  consideration  of  the  bill  autliorizing 
the  Prc>t«|ent  of  Uie  United  States  to  exchanjje  a 
certain  pa><<^l  of  land  in  the  city  of  New  York 
for  other  lanos  in  the  same  city  ;  and  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


vjrith  amendments 
,*  Tlie  bill,  f  milled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
iiilip  Le  Due."  was  resumed,  as  in  Committee 
the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading  ;  and, 
EQotion.  was  read  a  third  lime  by  unanimous 
(Hfent.  and  passed. 

'l^he  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
»)t;ion  subjuitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Gore,  rc- 
Ueiiting  copies  of  certain  commissions, and  agreed 
L'reto. 

^T^e  Senile  re>umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
[hole,  the  considt-ration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
EDavid  Porter,  a  Commander  in  the  IVavy  of  the  ■ 


iled  Stages,  together  with  the  amendment  re-    informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 


rt«?d  ther«;to  by  ihe  select  committee;  and  the 
»^cbdment|havii)g  been  agreed  t«.  the  President 
i«)orfed  tht,'  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and 
li  »•  bill  wa>  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
Ij  ^rd  time  a*-  amended.  And  it  was  read  a  third 
t£ie,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

p*  tnotiori.  by  Mr.  Brow.n,  it  was  agreed  that 
lir  i:itle  thereof  be  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Da- 
\  4  porter  a^id  his  officers  and  crew." 

jTllie  bill,  tfntitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  an 

a,  Entitled  fAn  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wil-  _„.,...., 

».  Y' was  resumed. as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  roent  of  the   House    of  Representatives   to   the 
a^  passed  to  a  third  reading;  and  was  read  a    resolution  last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein 


ti  i^di  time,  Uy  unanimous  consent,  and  passed 


further  conference  on  the  sixteenth  amendment 
to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  organi- 
zing, paying,  and  supplying  the  Army  ot  the 
United  Slates."  '  The  House  concur  in  the  reso- 
lution for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
permanent  rules  for  regulating  and  conducting 
the  printing  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, with  an  amendment,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 


Mr.    WoRTHtNGTON,   from   the   committee    of 


Jhe  Senajte  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  conference  on  the  16th  amendment  to  the  bill, 
V,  Lncjle.  the  Qonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An  |  entitled  "'An  act  for  the  better  organizing,  paying. 
a,,,  Ibr  the  relief  of  Edwin  T.  Satterwhiie,  late!  and  supplying  the  Army  of  the'United  States.'' 


II  ir^t|r  of  thf  Vixen,"  together  with  the  amend 
n,  ^;ifs  reporifed  thereto  by  the  select  committee  ; 
8'  3  the  amttndmenrs  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
P  ^sulent  rbjiorted  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ir:  ly..  and  itiwas  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
a    ..intended.' 

^  iCUe  bill  tj  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  penses  allowed  by  law:  Whereupon, 
e  'pl-oyed  it,  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ^  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  so  far 'recede  from 
S  jiate  and  (TIerk  of  ihe  House  of  Representatives  I  their  disagreement  tu  the  said  amendment  as  to 
■R-  r  resumeil,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  agree  to  the  modification  reported  by  the  com- 
tiw  further  :consideration   thereof  postponed    to    raittee  of  conference 


reported  it  modified  by  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing proviso  at  the  end  thereof:  Provided. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  entitle  any  prisoner  of  war  of  the  militia  to 
pay  and  comjiensation  herein  provided,  after  the 
date  of  his  parole,  other  than  the  travelling  ex- 


Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  presented  the  memorial  of 


\l  giday  nex|. 

«rhe  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the     Robert  Brent,  Paymaster  of  the  Army!  praying  a 
■\iriuje,  the  ijousideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief    further  appropriation  to  enable  him  to  employ' n 


oij^ciseph  Brevard  ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
btfc)  (iropose j,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
atiVf  read  a  tKird  time. 

^I^'he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
\\4j-o|e.  the  (consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
til  |>purchase  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  Judges 
01,  lie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  toge- 
th  \  with  iht  araeiidiuents  reported  thereto  by  the 
se'  ^Jt  comrnrtiee  ;  and,  the  amendments  having 
be*  fj  agreed  :o,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
tl.  "^ 
er 


iploy 
his  office  an  additional  number  of  clerks,  and  an 
augmentation  of  his  own  compensation, for  rea- 
sons stated  at  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 


I 


MoNHAY,  March  28. 
Mr.  Bibb,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that  to- 

House  ufcordingly.  and   it  was  ordered  to  be    morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  for 
^.^ ,j  -._»  .„».i  ..  .k._.i  .: .  i_j  _-    i_  .1  1  y     .        .       P         .... 


dssed  aifd  read  a  third  lime  as  amended 
he  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
■Wtole,  ihe  Qonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
acMiuihoriziiig  the  President  to  cause  to  be  built 
or  Ijurchased;  the  vessels  therein  de^cribed  ;"  and. 
ODj^iotion  bj  Mr.  Tait,  ihe  further  consideration 
thiieof  was  postponed  to  ihe  fir>i  Monday  in  De- 
cv^^b<r  next.; 

f'he  joini  i€solut(OU  fixing  the  lime  for  an  ad- 


prolonging  the  charters  of  the  banks  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  upon  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  WoRTHi.NGTO.N.  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfTairs.  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Barker,  reported,  that  ihe  case  is  a 
hard  one,  but  that  numerous  applications  of  a 
similar  kind  having  been  rejected  on  the  same 
principle,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that, 
without  a  general  provision,   it  would  be  laexpe- 
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dient  to  grant  the   prayer  of  the   petitioner,  and 
that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Stone  gave  notice  ihat  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  removing 
the  collector's  office  from  the  district  of  Camden, 
in  the  State  of  .North  Carolina,  from  Plank  Bridge, 
on  Sawyer's  creek,  to  Elizabeth  city. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  "An 
act  declaring  the  a.ssent  of  Congress  to  certain 
acts  of  the  Stales  of  Maryland  and  Georgia."  was 
read  the  second  lime,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tlie  Whole  ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  acl  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Ellis,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Brevard,  having  been  reported  correct,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
a  library  for  the  use  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Stales,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromei^^tin,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  '"  10,000,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative.  As,  also,  to  fill  it  with  '•  9,000;"  and. 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Gore,  it  was  agreed  to  fill  the 
blank  with  "8.000." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "'An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a 
library  for  the  use  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States." 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Edwin  T.  Salterwhite,  late 
purser  of  the  Vixen,"  having  been  reported  cor- 
rect, the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  so  far  recede 
from  the  Itjth  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled 
•An  act  for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and 
supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  as  to 
aeree  to  the  modification  reported  by  ihe  com- 
mittee of  conference.  They  have  also  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  the  indemni- 
fication of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory."  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned  ;  and  concurred  therein. 

On  motion,  by  NIr.  Gore,  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  submitted  by  him,  as  is  stated  the  7ih 
instant,  was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coiiimittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  belter  organization  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  Slate  of  New  York." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bhe.nt,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  was  fur- 
ther postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next. 


On  motion,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  .Messrs. 
Gore.  Daggett,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

MILITARY  AC.\DEM\'. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
an  additional  Military  Academy  ;  and.  on  motion, 
by  .Mr.  Vah.sum,  that  llie  further  consideration 
thereof  he  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  12.  nays  18.  as  follows: 

Ykas— .Messrs.  Chace,  Condit,  Dagi^ett,  German, 
Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Howell,  .Mason,  Robin- 
sun,  Turner,  and  \  arnum. 

IVais — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Brent, 
Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smitli,  Stone,  Tait, 
Wells,  and  V\'orthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  to  strike  out 
these  words,  "vicinity  of  ihe  borough  of  Pitts- 
burg, in  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,"  and  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof  •'  District  of  Columbia  ;"  Mr  .Da- 
na called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  which 
was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

Year — Messrs. ."Anderson,  Bibb  of  Ky.,  Brent,  Brown, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsbo- 
rough.  Horsey,  Hunter,  Mason,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  and  WcIIb. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Chace,  Condit,  German,  Gilman. 
Gore,  Howell,  Lacock,  .Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson, 
Smith,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith.  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  the  first 
.Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  IG,  nays  IG,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrn.  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  German. 
Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Varnum,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Brent, 
Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Horsey, 
Lacork,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Worthington. 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  Presi- 
dent determined  the  question  in  the  negative. 


Tle-sday,  March  29. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  26th 
instant. 

Mabch  28,  1814.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were   read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Stone  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  making  Elizabeth  City  the  port  of  entry 
and  delivery  for  the  district  of  Camden,  in  the 
Slate  of  North  Carolina;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  memorial  of 
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»  iJowie  and  Kurtz,  and  otlfers,  owners  of  the  ship  lite  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  rennrt 
>  Allegany,  praying  lo  be  reimbursed  the  value  of    thereon.  "^j^jri 

J  .vaid  vesxel  which  was  seized  and  condemned  at  ,      Mr.   Worthi.noton,   from  the  Commiiti.P  nn 
'  Gibraltar  by  (he  enemy,  whilst  employed  m   the  !  Military  Affair^,  to  whom  the  jubiect  was  rpfpr 
)   jervicr  o<  the  United  Stales,  for  reasons  stated  at  ,  red.  reported  a  bill,  fixinz  the  salary  of  thp  p/J' 
Iifire  in  the  memoria  :  which   was  rpaH   nnH  ro.  ,  mactor  r.r  ik<,  a 1.  „f.u-fT_.    ,  /.         uitr  ray- 


master  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Siaie.s  and  al- 
lowing a  sura  for  the  employment  of  additional 
clerks  in  his  office  for  the  year  1814;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


[  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
l-ffrred  to  a  .select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
f  port  therton.   by  bill   or  otherwise;  and   .Me»srs. 

tGoLD«BoRouoH.  GoRE,  and   Howell,  were  ap- 
«  pointed  tiie  comuiiilee.  . 

S  The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  "An  ; 
;  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  I 
I  a«is  of'the  Stales  of  Maryland  and  Georgia."  was  , 
tread  a  third  time,  and  passed.  i 

*  The  bill,  entitled  -Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
¥iiA  Ellis.''  was  read  a  third  time,  and  parsed,  ! 

(     Mr.  BiiB.  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 

Foreign  nelaiioi>s.  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill. 

entitled  -.Vn  act  Pur  the  relief  of  John  W.  Page,'' 

reported  ^t  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
^resumed.  ;ind  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading;  and.  on 
j.Tiotion,  i:  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
Vonsent,  and  pasr.^'d. 

f^  Mr.  BiiiB.  of  Gforgia.  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign    Relations,  to   whom    was  referred    the 
fbiU.  entitled   "An  act  for   the  relief  of  the  own 
»?r»  of  ihr  cargo  of  the 
*.t  •  without   arneodmen 

j<omed,  and  considered  -.  ...  ^v,...,.,...^^  „.  ,„c 
-iW^hole  ;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia, 
Jihat  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
jpo{ied  lo  tbe  first  Monday  in  December  next,  it 
3w^s  defennined  in  the  negative. 
•i  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  that  the  further 
Jijoasiderahon  thereof  be  postponed,  it  v/as  deter- 
^nined  in  the  negative. 

Qn  the  ijuestion.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 

me?  it  Has  det^•rmined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 

1.  nays  ll.  as  follows: 

t:  Vkas — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Brown,  Daggett, 

4^ana.    Fropientin,  (Jaillard,   German.    Giles,  Gilman, 

^oW8t>orou»:h,  Gore.   Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lam- 

■*er'.,  MasoLi.  Siujth.  Tait.  Taylor,  and  Worthington. 

^'  Nais — .\(»««er».  Bil>b  ot  Kentucky.  Bibb  of  Georgia, 

t  h»ce,   Condit,   Larock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson, 

■pto^ie,  Turoer,  and  Varnum. 
">  : 

^   Mr.  BiHit,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 

H'oreign  Uelations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 

^ntitled   "IVn  act  lor  the  relief  of  George  Walk 
'  ngiton."  reported  it  without  amendment;  and  the 

■iR  was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 

incj  considered  ;  aud.  no  amendment  having  been  , 

pff.jred.  pa  :sed  to  a  third  reading  ;  and,  on  motion,  I      -     ,  -..^  ..  «.vu.iigu>ii. 

^  Vt-as  read  a   third    time  by  unanimous  consent,        Nais— Messrs.    \iider««n    H,o„.    n  /-      i 

InC    r»assea  t^         ..    r»  ,,  •^"'^*"«n'   Brent,  Brown,   Condit, 

4nc   passes.  P»^«''"'  Dana,   Fromentin,  GailJard    German   Giles 

J    A  mess.^e  from  thp  Ho,,.,  m  R...„.„„.„.;..„.  !  G,,man,   Gold.borough.    Gore,   HorJeV    Howdl'  Hun: 

ter,    Lambert,.. Mason,    Smith,    Stone,'  Turner',    and 
W  ells. 


Wednesday,  March  30. 

I  The  bill  making  Elizabeth  City  the  port  of  en- 
try and  delivery  for  the  district  of  Camden  in 
I  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was  read  the  second 
]  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
jsider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messr.s.  Stone 
Var.ncm,  and  Ti  rner.  were  appointed  the  com^ 
;  mittee. 

The  bill  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Paymaster  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  Stales,  and  allowing  a 
sum  for  the  employment  of  additional  clerks  in 
his  office  for  the  year  1814  ;  was  read  the  second 
time. 

wtT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

u.    u.r  rruri  ui    me  own-  '  '^"o'^i   '"^  Consideration  of  the  bill    to  fix  the 

e  brig  Patriots,'-  reported  'compensation  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the  offices 

l;    and    the    bill    was  re-  I  ?{  '"^  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 

as  in  Committee  of  the    p^"se  of  Representatives  ;  and  it  was  ordered  lo 

v..  %.     T>  r^  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  pay  of  the 
officer.s.  seamen  and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  -An  act  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  agents  for  payinrr 
inilitary  pensions;"  in  which  bills  they  reques't 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read    and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  McCau^ 
ley  and  Samuel  Ral.ston,"  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  resumed,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative-yeas  11.  nays  22,  as  follows: 


Y.As-Messrs  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb  of  Georgia. 
I  hace.  Lacock.  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robmson,  Tait,  Tay- 
Jor,  \  arnum,  and  Worthington. 


\   A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

Itiforraed  ijie  Senate  that  they  have  jiassed  a  bill, 

|*it»lled    "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act.  entitled 

J\ii  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  miliua,  to  ,      wu  .uui.on    ovMrM.oo      r  f^         ■      .k     i -.i 

4xevute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec-    havin  "  been  aZnW    i    ,.    'n^  Georgia,  tbe  bill 

lo„s,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  '  0X^0'  /,^^^^^^  "t*^'^^*^  '' 

iow  in  force  for  those  purposes;"  in'  which  b.U    [^  rttd^^rrS'me.'af'lilie^j'ed'  ""'  "'"^'  '' 


On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  tbe  bill 


aej  requea  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The    bill   last  mentioned    was    twice    read 


^,_-    _...   ._ ^ „„^    i«,Lc    irau  oy    owners  0    the  carpo  of  the 

lian.moa.  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 1  read  a  third  time,  fnd  passed 


by 


The  bill,  entitled  'An  aci  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Patriota,"  was 
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Thuhsdav,  March  31. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  belter 
organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York."  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Stone,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  making  Elizabeth  City  the  port 
of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  district  of  Camden, 
in  the  6tate  of  North  Carolina,  reported  it  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Pre- 
sident reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  stockholders  of  the  Columbiau  Manufactur- 
ing Company  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  .ind  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  * 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Miliury  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  llie 
Wabash."  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  pay 
of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  agents  for  paying  military  pensions," 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  McCauley  and  Samuel 
Ralston,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime, 
and  passed  with  an  amendment. 

Tne  engrossed  bill  lo  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  clerks  employed  in  the  offices  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  aud  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  read  a  third  time  ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Roberts,  ihat  it  be  referred  lo  a  select 
committee  farther  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

And  the  blanks  were  filled,  first,  with  "  1,500," 
second,  "  1.250." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  lo  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  clerks  employed  in  tlie  offices  of  ihe  Secretary 
of  ihe  Senate  and  Clerk  of  tne  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives." 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives 00  the  subject  of  the  adjournment  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  was  further  post- 
poned until  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  the  widow 
and  heirs  of  Leonard  Marbury.  deceased,  staling 
that  the  said  Marbury  was  appointed  and  com- 
missioned, in  the  year  177G,  to  tbe  command  of  a 
regunenl  of  cavalry  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  praying  remuneration  for  advances 
made  by  him  in  support  of  his  said  command, 
and  for  compensation  due  to  him  for  his  own  ser- 
Tices :  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 


by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Brown,  Stoke, 
and  Ma80n.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Hor- 
sey the  23d  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  on  the  subject  of  the  embarpo.  together 
with  certain  petitions  on  the  subject,  be  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  lo  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  ihe  Senate  and  House  of 

Reprtnentaiiveg  of  the  United  States  ■ 

Taking  into  view  the  mutual  interesu  which  the 
I'nited  Stales  and  the  foreign  nations  in  amity  with 
them  have  in  a  liberal  commercial  intercourse,  and  the 
extensive  changes  lavoraMe  thereto  which  have  recently 
taken  place  :  taking  into  view,  also,  the  important  ad- 
vantages which  may  otherwise  rehull  from  adapting 
the  state  of  our  comiii«xciaJ  laws  to  the  circumstances 
now  existing : 

I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the 
expediency  of  authoriting,  after  a  certain  day,  eiporta- 
tions,  specie  excepted,  from  the  United  Stales,  in  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  and  in  vessels  owned  and 
navigated  by  the  subjects  of  Powers  at  peace  with  them  ; 
and  a  repeal  of  so  much  of  our  laws  as  prohibit  the 
importation  of  articles  not  the  property  of  enemies,  but 
produced  or  manufactured  only  within  their  dominions. 

I  recommend,  also,  as  a  more  effectual  safeguard 
and  encouragement  to  our  growing  manufactures,  that 
the  additional  duties  on  imjH)rts  which  are  to  expire  at 
the  end  of  one  year  aAer  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
be  prolonged  to  the  end  of  two  years  after  that  event ; 
and  that,  in  favor  of  our  moneyed  institutions,  the  ex- 
portation of  specie  be  prohibited  throughout  tlie  same 
period. 

JA.MES  MADISON. 

Makch  31,  1814. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS.  . 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Gore,  as  is  staled  oa 
the  7ih  instant. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follow* : 

Mr.  President: — The  propositions  now  before 
the  Senate,  whether  viewed  in  reference  to  the 
Constitutional  grounds  they  assume,  or  to  the  cir- 
cumstances which  caused  their  introduction,  pre- 
sent to  my  mind  a  most  extraordinary  aspect. 

1  shall  endeavor  to  show,  that  if  tha  principle 
laid  down  in  the  first  resolution,  from  which  the 
conclusions  contained  in  the  subsequent  resolu- 
tions are  deduced,  were  admitted,  that  the  course 
of  proceeding  proposed  is  unauthorized  by  the 
Constitution.  And  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that 
the  President  has  dune  as  he  ought  to  have  done  ; 
that  he  has  conformed  to  the  fair  interpretation 
of  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  uniform  practice 
under  it  from  the  commencement  of  the  Admin- 
istration of  General  Washington  lo  the  period 
when  commissions  were  granted  lo  Albert  Gal- 
latin. John  U^  Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard. 

Sir.  we  are  called  upon  to  annex  by  resolve  a 
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Codicil  to  the  Constitution — to  usurp  the  author- 
ity of  dViermiDijig  what  are  the  powers  beloojing 
to  anoirier  independent  department  of  tl)e  Grov- 
ernmertt;  and,  having  prescribed  such  limits  as 
aiay  be  suitable  to  our  own  purposes,  we  are  then 
10  decide  that  that  department  in  the  discharge 
of  its  i^uties  has  disregarded  the  obligations  of 
the  instrument  iVom  which  its  powers  are  derived. 
What  cUuse  of  the  Constitution,  I  ask.  authorizes 
the  Secyte  to  expound  its  provisions  for  the  Pre- 
sident, vT  in  this  way  to  sit  in  judgment  on  his 
conduct?     The  Constitution  has  defined  the  re- 
spective  limits  of  the  departments — their  rights, 
duties,  and  responsibilities;  and  the  conduct  of 
neither  can  be  restrained  or  condemned  by  the 
other,  except  in  the  mide  expressly  provided.    On 
the  present  occasion,  however,  it  is  gravely  pro- 
nosed  to  assume  a  power  not  granted,  and  to  vio- 
late  a  maxim  the  soundness  of  which  is  univer- 
sally ailaiitted — that  no  man  shall  be  a  judge  in 
his  own  cause.     A   trespass  on  the  rights  of  the 
Senate  is  assertrd,  and  the  Senateare  called  upon 
to  decide  the  case.     The  President  of  the  United 
States  IS  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  violation  of 
the  Con-'titutiou  which  he  has  sworn  to  support ; 
and  that,  too,  without  allowing  him  a  privilege 
which  is  secured  to  every  freeman — the  privilege 
of  being  heard  in  his  own  defence.     We  are  to 
become   l»oth  accusers  and  judges.     Yes,  sir.  the 
Pribuaal  before  whom  the  President  is  to  be  tried 
in  case  of  imp*>achment,  are  now  to  accuse — to 
prejudgf — to  condemn — to  disqualify  themselves 
as  judges,  if  the  House  of  Representatives  should 
thiuk  it  proper  to  impeach!     Adopt  the  resolu- 
t'ons.  arid  you  will  have  done  that  which  would 
disqualify  a  juror  before  any  court,  for  silting  on 
tiie  trial'of  an  offender.     I  trust  I  shall  not  be  told 
that  ihi^  resolutions  do  not  condemn  the  Presi- 
dent— tiiai  they  only  express  an  opinion  relative 
to  the  piiwers  of  the  President.     This  would  be 
quibblinj,'  in  a  manner  and  to  an  extent  unworthy 
the  dignity  of  this  honorable  body.     You  do  pro- 
pose soUmnly  to  adjudge  that  he  is  guilty  of  an 
high  ofl;  nce — that  he  ha»  violated  the  Constitu- 
tion and-disregarded  the  rights  of  the  Senate. 

The  C;onstiti>tional  control  of  the  Senate  over 
the  Excifutive  is  parliculary  detined  by  the  instru 
ntent;  and  unless  the  power  of  censure  and  con- 
demnation now  proposed  to  be  exercised  is  among 
the  powtTs  enuDierated,  itdoes  not  exist.  What  are 
the  controlling  powers  of  the  Senate  ?  A  negative 
on  nomiuationstpotlice  and  on  treaties.  The  power 
of  acquir^ai  or  condemnation  in  ctise  of  impeach- 
nient.  and  in  uune  other,  is  also  vested  in  this 
body.  'i"he  power  of  accusing — of  preparing  ar- 
ticles o(^.  impeachment,  is  exclusively  vested  in 
the  Hou^e  of  Representatives  ;  and,  considering 
the  iniii  late  connexion  between  the  p<jwers  of 
the  Executive  and  of  the  Senate,  withoal  this 
check  in  the  other  branch,  the  President  would 
cvase  to  be  the  heid  of  a  co-ordinate  department 
of  the  Government — he  would  become  a  mere 
instrument  in  ine  hands  of  the  Senate.  The 
Constitution  ha.-,  wisely  provided  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  accuse  before  the  Senate 
can  condemn;  and.  sir.  it  is  this  barrier  to  the 


absolute  dominion  of  the  Senate  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  destroy.  Assume  the  authority  of  pre- 
scribing the  limits  of  the  Executive  powers— of 
accusation  and  condemnation,  and  in  every  view 
of  which  the  case  is  susceptible,  I  pronounce  that 
you  are  guilty  of  an  act  of  usurpation  unparallel- 
ed in  the  history  of  this  Government.  If  you  can 
suppose  a  corrupt  Senate  and  President,  and  an 
act  committed  by  the  latter  meriting  impeach- 
ment, the  Senate  may  decide,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  investigation,  that  he  is  innocent  ;  and 
thus  the  House  of  Representatives  are  virtually 
precluded  the  exercise  of  their  Constitutional 
prerogative.  It  would  be  idle  and  absurd  to  im- 
peach after  the  judges  had  decided  on  the  guilt  or 
innocence  of  the  offender. 

I  do,  therefore,  sir,  in  the  language  of  the  resolu- 
tions, "solemnly  protest"  agaiiK.t  the  act  proposed, 
as  invading  the  rights  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  and  Executive — as  uoathorized  by 
the  Constitution. 

I  have  already  stated  the  Constitutional  con- 
trol of  the  Senate  .over  nominations  to  office. 
That  control  might  have  been  exercised  in  the 
case  of  the  late  mission  to  Russia.  The  Senate 
were  competent  to  reject  the  nominations.  But 
it  IS  remarkable  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, instead  of  employing  his  negative  as  he 
might  have  done,  did  vote  for  the  nomination  of 
John  d.  Adams  and  James  A.  Bayard  ;  thereby 
sanctioning  the  very  act  of  the  President,  which 
he  now  proposes  to  denounce  as  unconstitu- 
tional. 

The  act  having  been  thus  confirmed,  the  control 
of  the  Senate   has  ceased   until  a  treaty  be  con- 
cluded and  submitted  for  their  ratification  or  re- 
jection.    And.  sir,  if  harmony  between   the  de- 
partments be  indispensable  to  the  operations  of 
this  Government— if  it  be  the  vital  principle  of 
the  Governmant — the  proposed  interference   on 
the  part  of  this  body  ought  to  excite  the  alarm 
and  the  indignation  of  the  American  people.     It 
lays  the  axe  to  the  root  of  that  principle.     If  the 
Senate  can  censure  the  President  in  this  way  for 
appointments   which   he   has  thought  proper  to 
make,  he  may  censure  the  Senate  for  their  rejec- 
tion of  the  nomination  of  Albert  Gallatin  ;  and 
the  House  of  Representative*  may  also  censure 
the  Senate  for  usurping  their  Constitutional  pre- 
rogative.    The  destructive  consequences  of  this 
sort  of  crimination  and  recrimination,  no  man 
can  foresee. 

But.  Mr.  President,  I  will  not  dwell  on  this 
part  of  the  subject.  I  will  meet  directly  the  reso- 
lutions, in  the  full  persuasion  that  I  shall  demon- 
strate the  fallacy  of  the  Coustiluiioual  grounds 
ihev  assume.  Before,  however.  I  proceed,  per- 
mit me  to  remark  that  the  arguments  and  prece- 
dents advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas.sa- 
chusetts  (.Mr.  Gore.)  were  wholly  intended  to 
prove  that  the  President  has  not  power  to  fill 
vacant  oflSces  unless  the  vacancies  happen  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate— a  point,  as  1  shall  show, 
not  at  all  involved  in  the  present  case.  If,  ac- 
cording to  ray  view  of  the  matter,  the  case  now 
the  subject  of  complaint,  was  one  in  which  the 
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vacancy  did  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  point  is  excluded  from  the  discussion. 
Let  us  examine  the  resolutions — 

*'  The  President  of  the  United  States  havins:  by  the 
Constitution  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may 
happen  during!:  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting 
commissions  which  shall  eipire  at  the  end  of  their 
next  session, 

"  Ktsulved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  no 
vacancy  can  happen  in  any  office  not  before  full." 

I  will  make  no  question  concerning  the  appli- 
cation of  the  word  '•  office."  or  ''  vacancy."  to  a 
foreign  mission  ;  because  it  is  not  necessary  to  my 
present  purpose.  Nor  shall  I  advert  to  other  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  which  have  been  re- 
ferred to  ;  because,  having  no  relation  to  the 
power  of  filling  vacancies,  they  neither  enlarge 
nor  limit  that  power.  The  provision  I  have  just 
read,  is  the  only  one  which  relates  to  the  question 
before  us  ;  and  it  is  from  that  provision  alone  that 
tbe  Executive  power  of  filling  vacancies  is  derived. 
It  delegates  to  the  President  exclusively  the  power 
to  fill  up  all  vacancies  which  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate;  and  it  will  not  be  denied 
that  where  a  discretionary  power  is  granted  to  do 
a  particular  act,  in  the  happening  of  certain  events, 
that  tne  party  to  whom  the  power  is  delegated  is 
necessarily  constituted  the  judge  whether  the 
events  have  happened,  and  whether  it  is  proper  to 
exerci>e  the  authority  with  which  he  is  clothed. 
The  President,  therefore,  is  the  judge  whether 
vacancies  have  ha|)pened  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  aud  whether  the  public  interest  required 
that  they  should  be  filled.  The  commissions  thus 
granted,  however,  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  tlie  Senate  thereafter.  This  is  the  only 
limitation  imposed  on  the  power,  and  in  this  con- 
sists tlie  only  control  of  the  Senate.  The  assiimp- 
tion  of  any  other  control  is  unauthorized  by  any 
rule  of  construction — is  unwarranted  by  the  Con- 
stitution. If  the  President  abuse  the  power,  ap- 
propriations may  be  withheld  and  the  House  of 
Representatives  may  impeach.  These  are  the 
only  checks,  and  they  are  amply  sufficient,  pro- 
vided by  the  Constitution  ;  and  none  other  can 
be  exercised,  without  an  act  of  usurpation.  The 
true  interpretation  of  this  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion I  take  to  be  this: — that  the  Executive  may 
fill  all  offices  which  from  whatever  causes  hap- 
pen to  be  vacant  or  unoccupied  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  without  regard  to  the  precise 
period  when  they  became  so.  The  object  unques- 
tionably was  to  avoid  inconveniences  which 
might  result  to  the  nation  from  e.ssential  offices 
being  vacant;  and  certainly  the.se  inconveniences 
can  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  by  the 
fact,  that  the  vacancy  did  or  did  not  happen  while 
the  Senate  were  in  session.  But  I  will  not  lake 
this  ground  on  the  present  occasion.  J  will  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  the 
President  is  not  authorized  to  fill  vacancies  unless 
they  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate;  and 
still  deny  that  the  principle  assumed  in  his  reso- 
lution is  deducible  from  the  premises. 

I  deny  that  the  word  "vacancy."  in  its  usual 
acceptation  or  io  its  application  to  office,  implies 


a  previous  filling;  and  I  call  upon  him  to  produce 
the  authority  of  any  writer  who  has  given  such 
an  interpretation  to  the  word.  A  vacant  office 
is  "an  office  unoccupied,"  "  an  office  not  filled." 
So  soon  as  an  office  is  created  and  as  long  as  it 
exists.  It  is  eiltier  vacant  or  it  is  full.  If  it  be 
filled,  it  is  not  vacant — if  it  be  not  filled,  it  is  va- 
cant; anditisas  manifestly  vacant  if  it  never  has 
been  filled  as  if  the  vacancy  be  created  by  the 
death  of  an  incumbent.  It  is  therefore  obvious, 
that,  supposing  the  President  incompetent  to  fill 
any  vacancy,  except  such  as  happens  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  there  can  be  no  question  concern- 
ing the  manner  in  which  the  vacancy  lakes  place. 
The  only  question  is,  when  did  it  happen  ?  I  will 
state  a  case,  and  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  gen- 
tleman for  the  answer.  Suppose  an  act  to  be 
passed  during  the  present  session  creating  an  of- 
fice, and  the  act  to  take  effect  during  the  recess, 
if  a  defined  contingency  shall  happen.  The  con- 
tingency happens,  the  act  begins  to  operate  and 
the  office  its  existence,  during  the  recess.  Is  the 
office  from  that  moment  vacant  until  it  is  filled  ? 
Ha^  the  vacancy  happened  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate  ?  Is  it  sucli  a  vacancy  as  may  be  filled 
by  the  President  ?  Sir.  there  can  be  but  one  ra- 
tional answer.  The  office  commences  its  exist- 
ence and  the  vacancy  happens  during  the  recess; 
and  these  circumstances  constitute  the  precise 
case  of  vacancy  which  the  President  is  authorized 
to  fill.  It  is  therefore  manifest  that  the  principle 
assumed,  is  wholly  incorrect  ;  and  permit  me  to 
remark  that  the  argument  drawn  from  a  Message 
of  Gen.  Washington  concerning  certain  military 
appointments,  and  from  the  provisions  of  the  tax 
laws  passed  during  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
is  altogether  unavailing.  What  were  the  circum- 
stances of  the  first  case?  A  bill  had  passed  for 
raising  a  military  force,  which  became  the  law  of 
the  land  from  the  moment  of  its  passage,  and 
while  Congress  was  in  session.  Gen.  Washing- 
ton deemed  it  unnecessary  to  appoint  all  the  offi- 
cers immediately,  and  yet  was  apprehensive  it 
might  be  necessary  to  fill  the  offices  before  the 
Senate  would  ajain  convene.  He  so  informed 
the  Senate,  and  requested  that  he  might  be  clothed 
with  the  authority  to  make  the  appointments  dur- 
ing the  recess.  What  was  the  ground  of  this  re- 
quest ?  The  offices  were  created  from  the  date  of 
the  act.  and  being  vacant  from  ilie  moment  of 
their  creation,  the  vacancy  did  not  '•  happen  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Senate,"  and  therefore  could 
not  be  filled  by  him  alone,  without  special  author- 
ity from  Congress.  The  offices  created  by  the 
tax  laws  of  the  last  session  were  in  the  same  sit- 
uation, and  it  being  impracticable  to  select  the 
officers  during  the  session  which  was  about  to 
terminate,  authority  was  given  to  the  President  to 
appoint  in  the  recess.  Why  was  this  provision  in 
both  eases  necessary  7  Not  because  the  '  offices 
had  not  been  before  full,"  but  because  the  vacan- 
cies happened  during  the  session,  and  not  "'during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate." 

But,  Mr.  President,  let  us  examine  the  p'lrticu- 
larcase  which  is  now  made  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint.   In  March,  1813,  '-during  the  recess  of  the 
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Seoaie."  the  Epjperor  of  Russia  offered  his  me- '  Hence  Congress  have  always  appropriated  a  <»ros 


diation  Tor  the  procurement  of  peace  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Great  Britain.  It  was  promptly 
acceptetf  by  tht-  President,  and  Ministers  were 
(joramisxfoned  t(>  meet  such  as  might  be  appointed 
tin  the  part  of  Ertgland.  They  proceeded  on  their 
peaceful  errand  io  St.  Petersburg,  and  their  Domi- 
nations  were  suinnitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  next 
meeting  thereafter.  Two  of  the  mission  were 
^  confirmed  and  one  rejected.     It  is  now  proposed 


sum  for  foreign  intercourse,  leaving  the  Presfdent 
to  s«!ect  the  Powers  with  whom  we  should  be 
represented,  unrestrained,  except  by  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation.  As  the  office  with  reference 
to  any  foreign  Power,  is  created  by.  and  depend- 
ent for  its  continuance,  upon  the  relations  subsist- 
ing between  that  Power  and  the  United  States, 
its  existence  and  destruction  must  be  contempo- 
raneous  with   the  existence  and   destruction  of 


solemnly  to  protest  against  those  appointments  in    those  relations.     It   dies  and  revives  with  them. 

the  recess. -as  an  act  not  authorized  by  the  Con-  I  It  becomes  extinct   by  war—its  revival  depend* 

stitution.  and   in    the  performance  of  which   the  j  on  contingencies,  and   when   revived  it  is  vacant 

power  of  the  Stnale  has  been  wholly  disregard-    until  it   is    filled.     If   the  contingencies   happen 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  case.     Sir.  there    durinjr  the  recess  of  the  Senate   (of  which    the 


ed.» 


are  two  <ie«crip(fons  of  offices  altogether  different 
in  their  nature,  authorized  by  the  Constitution — 
*  one  to  be  create.]  by  law,  and  the  other  depending 
>  for  their  existence  and  continuance  upon  contin- 
J  gencies.  Of  tht*  first  kind,  are  judicial,  revenue, 
i-and  similar  officips.  Of  the  second,  are  Ambassa- 
Ldors,  other  public  Ministers  and  Consuls.  The 
^iirst  description  organize   the   Government    and 

fgive  it  efficacy.     They  form  the   internal  system, 
and  are  susceptible  of  precise  enumeration.  When 
and  how  they  are  created,  and  when  and  how  they 
j^^become  vacant,  may  always   be  ascertained  with 
♦;P«?rfect  precision      Not  so   with    the  second  de- 
V*cription.     They  depend  for  their  original  exist- 
j  €§ce  upon   no  law.  but  are  the  offspring  of  the 
I  state  of  our  relations  with  foreign  nations,  and 
fnvust  necessarily   b*^  governed    by  distinct   rules. 
I  A«  an  independegt  Power,  the  United  States  have 
Irelations  with  all  other  independent  Powers;  and 
•1  the  management   of  those   relations   is  vested    in 
*the  Executive.     The  .Ministerial  trust  confided  to 
oor  toreij^n  Ministers  cannot  be  considered  an"of- 
fi-ee"  in  rhe  sense  and  to  the  extent  wiiich  are  ap- 
pBoable  to  internal  offices  or   offices   properly  so 
.called.    But  I  will  use  the  word  in  conformity  to 
» the  resolutions,  because  I  am  unwilling  to  enlarge 
\  the  liraijs  of  the  present  debate,  and  because  it  will 
jjfenable  riie  to  express  my  ideas  ujwn  the  subject 
*before   o<.   more   intelligibly.     I   say.   the 
whether  the  office  of  a  Minister  exists  or    does 
not — how  and  when   it  exists,   are  questions  not 
particuUrly   and    precisely  settled   by  the  Consti- 
tution ;  hut  that  the  Executive  authority  to  nomi- 
nate to  tlie  Senate  foreign  .Ministers  and  Consuls, 
iatld  to  fjll  vacancies  happening  during  the  recess, 
necessarily    includes  the    power   of  determining 
those  questions.     According   to   my   view  of  the 
subject,  ihe   offii-e  commenced   with  every  inde- 
Dfjndent  Power  from  the  moment  the  United  States 
Dt»caiue  independent,  and  authorized  the  appoint- 
ment of  foreign    .Ministers;  and    it  will  continue 


to  exist  so  long  as  we  and  they  continue  inde-  I 
pendent,  unless  destroyed  by  the  termination  of  { 
the  relations  which  created  it.  The  period  at  i 
which  it  should  be   filled  is  left  by  the  Constitu-  | 

.'lion  to  the  discretion  of  the  President.  Until  he  I 
►chooser  tu  nominate,  there  is  no  power  vested  in  i 

*>By   def.artment   tu  control   him. 


President  is  made  sole  judge  by  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  which  has  been  quoted.)  he  is 
authorized  to  appoint.  The  declaration  of  war 
against  Great  Britain  destroyed  the  office  in  that 
country,  and  its  revival  depended  on  subsequent 
events.  If  England  had  immediately  thereafter, 
and  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  proposed  to 
I  treat  by  Ministers  for  peace,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
I  tion  that  it  would  have  been  the  Constitutional 
right  and  the  duty  of  the  President  to  commission 
persons  for  that  purpose.  The  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia was  proposed  during  the  recess.  The  propo- 
sition created  a  new  and  necessarily  vacant  office, 
and  it  belonged  to  the  President  to  determine 
whether  the  public  interest  required  that  he  should 
fill  it.  I  conclude,  therefore,  tliat  in  this  case,  the 
vacancy  did  "  hap{)en  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate."  and  that  tiie  President  did  not  igvade  the 
rights  of  the  Senate  in  the  exercise  of  his  Con- 
stitutional and  exclusive  power  to  '•  fill  up  all  va- 
cancies which  may  happen  during  the  recess  ot 
the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session." 

^uch,  sir.  is  the  fair  interpretatun  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  in  my  opinion,  the  welfare  of  the 
nation  required  that  this  power  should  have  been 
vested  in  the  Executive.  The  power  of  making 
war  is  properly  confided  to  Congre>s.  Tlie  power 
n,  that  j  of  making  peace  to  the  President,  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  Senate  over  treaties.  If  a  treaty 
be  formed,  coinpromitting  the  honor,  or  abandon- 
ing the  rights  of  the  nation,  the  Senate  may  re- 
ject it.  But  why  we  should  now  be  called  on 
to  interfere  in  the  first  stages  of  negotiation  for 
peace;  to  adopt  a  principle  to  preclude  the  Exec- 
utive from  seizing  every  proper  occasion,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  of  procuring  an  objec' 
which  all  parties  profess  to  desire,  is  to  my  mind 
astonishing.  The  principle  proposed  is  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  tliat  promptitude  and  unity  of 
action  which  is  always  necessary  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  foreign  intercourse,  and  which  some- 
times may  be  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the 
country.  It  must  produce  one  of  two  effects— 
either  to  keep  the  Senate  always  io  session,  or  to 
produce  injurious  delays  inseparable  from  con- 
vening us  members.  The  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution annexed  to  the  resolutions  proves  thai 


if.^,    ..V I-,., ....V ...   vv^  V.WIIIIOI   mm.   or  to  appoint. 
JV-hetherand  at  what  time  the  office  in  regard  to    the  continual  sitting  of  the  Senate  was  neither 
fauy  foreign  naticn  should  be  filled,  may  and  iren- 
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presenting  numerous  cases,  which  may  and  prob-    office  not  having  been  filled  at  a  period  when  the 
ably  will  happen.     On  the  other  hand,  what  pos- ,  office   was    not    in  existence.     I  deny   that  '"the 

office  of  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,"  was  in  existence  at  any  time  after  the 
declaration  of  war  upon  the  18ih  day  of  June, 
\S\2,  and  before  the  late  recess  of  the  Senate 
upon  the  3d  day  of  March  last;  and  it  surely  be- 
hooved the  gentleman  to  prove  that  such  an  office 
existed  before  he  began  his  inquiry  whether  or 
not  it  had  been  filled.  It  is  not  now  too  late,  and 
1  inviie  him  to  tlie  task.  It  cannot  be  done.  A> 
well  might  he  undertake  to  prove  that  an  effect 
may  exist  before  the  cause  which  produced  it. 
The  manifest  fact  is,  that  there  could  nut  have 
been  an  office  of  Minister  to  treat  for  peace,  under 
the  mediation  of  Russia,  until  the  mediation  was 
proposed,  which  was  not  until  after  the  adjourn- 


sible  injury  can  result  from  the  construction  for 
which  I  contend?  None.  The  checks  provided 
are  abundantly  sufficient.  The  commissions 
granted  continue  no  longer  than  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  Senate  may  reject  the  nominations.  If  a 
treaty  be  formed  which  they  do  not  approve,  they 
are  competent  to  reject  that  also.  Congress, 
moreover,  may  withhold  appropriations,  and  put 
an  end  thereby  to  the  mission;  and.  besides,  if 
the  power  be  abused,  the  President  is  liable  to 
impeachment.  Indeed.  Mf.  President,  it  does  ap- 
pear to  me,  that  of  all  the  powers  delegated  by 
ihe  Constitution,  none  are  better  guarded  and  re- 
strained than  that  which  authorizes  the  Execu- 
tive to  fill  vacancies  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate.    But  the  gentleman  Irom  Massachusetts  in- 


sists that   the  construction   for  which  I  contend  |  ment  of  Congress,  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  as  is 

puts  It  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  fill  per- I  proved  by  the  correspondence  upon  the  siibject 

.1.,  „ii  -;  .     -''  lately  laid    before  this   body.     As,  therefore,  the 


manently  all  af»pointments,  in  opposition  to  the 
will  of  the  Senate.  And  how?  An  ap|>ointment 
is  made  in  the  rece>s,  and  the  person  nominated 
to  the  Senate  at  their  next  session.  The  nomi- 
nation IS  rejected,  and  the  President  abstains  from 
nominating  another.  The  commission  granted 
in  the  recess  expires  at   the  end  of  the  session. 


office  did  not  exist  'before  the  late  recess  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  3d  day  of  March  last,"  it  could 
not  have  been  either  vacant  or  full. 

The  third  and  fourth  resolutions  are  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  : 

,  .1  "  .1        rt-  II  I  "  Kesu/vfJ,  That   the    granting    of   commis-Hions  to 

and  consequently  the  office  would  again  become  Albert  Galiatni.  John  Wi-  .^dams,  and  Jamc  A.  Bay- 
vacant  in  the  recess,  and  a  second  commisMOu  .  ard,  to  be  Envoy.  Eitraordinarv  and  Ministers  Pieni- 
might  be  issued.  1  hus.  .says  the  gentleiuan,  the  \  potentiary  to  negotiate  and  bign  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
power  of  the  Senate  over  appolnIment^  would  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
be  entirely  wrested  from  them.  Sir,  this  is  an  during  the  late  recess  of  the  Senate,  as  in  the  Pre«i- 
argument  drawn  from  the  possible  abuse  of  |)Ower  dent's  .Vles-sage  to  the  Senate  of  the  29th  oi  .Vlav  last 
not  admissiblejju  general   principte.s.  and   I  have     '*  «tatctl  to  have  been  done,  was  not  in  the  opinion  of 


Urally  will  depend  on  accidental  circumstanc 


es. 


contem[»lated    nor    mtt-nded ;  and    the  evil    ten- 
dency of  the  latter  effect  might  be  illustrated  by 


shown  that  sufficient  checks  are  provided  against 
such  abuse.  Besides,  does  not  the  gentleman  per- 
ceive that  this  objection  applies  to  tite  Constitu- 
tion, and  not  peculiarly  lo  my  construction.  He 
admits  that  the  President  iias  the  Constitutional 
power  tu  fill  vacancies  which  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  and  it  necessarily  follows 
that  the  abuse  to  which  he  refers  may  as  readily 
take  place  in  one  case  as  in  another.  The  objec- 
tion, then,  is  an  objection,  not  to  mv  construction, 
but  to  the  Constitution  it.<elf;  and  the  remedy  is 
to  be  sought  for.  if  indeed  any  remedy  were  want- 
ing, in  proposing  an  amendiiieni  according  to 
the  mode  consiiiuiionally  prescribed.  The  sec- 
ond resolution  is  in  the  following  words: 

"  Reaolveti,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the 
office  of  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary, to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irclund,  had 
not  been  tilled  at  any  time  alter  the  declaration  of  war 
upon  the  18th  of  June,  1H12,  and  before  the  late  re- 
cess of  the  Senate  upon  the  :id  day  of  March  last, 
when  the  same  was  not  full." 

If,  sir,  I  have  shown  satisfactorily,  as  I  think  I 
have,  that  the  President  is  authorized  to  fill  up 
all  vacancies  which  happen  in  tlie  recess  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  such  vacancies  may  hap|>en  in 
offices  not  before  full,  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss 
the  proposition  contained  in  thi.s  resolution.  But 
I  cannot  avoid  noticing  an  obvious  absurdity 
which  the  resolution  presents.     It  speaks  of  an 


the  Senate  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  inasmuch 
as  a  vacancy  in  that  office  did  not  happen  during  such 
rerei*«  of  the  Senate,  and  as  the  Senate  had  not  ad- 
vised and  consented  to  their  appointment : 

"  Whereupon,  litaolved,  W  lule  the  Senate  venerate 
the  authority  and  dignity  of  the  office  of  President  ol 
the  United  Stales,  and  will,  at  ail  times,  as  a  high  and 
essential  power  in  the  Constitution,  eiert  themselvei. 
to  maintain  and  preserve  undiminished  the  whole  Ex- 
ecutive authority  thereby  established,  they  owe  it  to 
the  trust  confided  to  themselves,  as  well  as  to  the 
States,  their  constituents,  to  protect  the  power  over 
appointments  to  office  which  the  Constitution  has 
placed  in  that  body.  From  these  considerations,  joined 
to  the  conviction  that  the  righu^  of  the  Senate  have 
been  infringed  by  an  important  act,  lo  the  validity  of 
which  the  advice  and  consent  of  tha  Senate  were  es- 
sential, the  Senate  find  themselveys  called  upon  by  their 
duly  to  the  Slates,  and  in  support  of  the  Constitution, 
reluctantly  to  protest,  and  they  do  hereby  solemnly 
protest  against  the  commissioning  as  aforesaid  of  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  John  (^.  Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard. 
Bs  an  act  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  and  in 
the  performance  of  u hich  the  power  of  the  Senale  La* 
been  disregarded." 

The  third  resolution  assumes  that  the  vacancy 
in  the  office  which  was  filled  by  the  President  did 
not  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and 
that  therefore  he  was  not  authorized  tu  fill  it. 
Sir.  I  have  shown  that  the  office  could  not  exi.st 
until  the  Russian  mediation  was  proposed,  and 
that  it  was   proposed  during   the  recess  of  the 
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«enate.  Until,  therefore,  the  offire  was  created, 
^  could  not  be  said  lo  have  been  either  full  or 
Vacant;  but  the  moment  it  conamenced  its  exist- 
'lince,  it  was  nec«?ssarily  full  or  vacant.  It  was 
iiacant  until  filled  by  the  President.  The  office 
[;tself,  likf  that  oi"  all  foreign  missions,  was  the 
iffsprincT  of  circuin>iances,  and  the  happening  of 
^>he  vacancy  was  conteraporaneous  with  the  cum- 
inencement  of  the  office     ~ 


difference  is  in  form,  and  not  in  substance;  and 
considering  the  nature  of  a  foreign  mission,  the 
idea  of  expressing  on  the  face  of  a  commission 
granted  to  a  Minister,  which  he  must  show  as 
the  evidence  of  his  authority  as  such,  that  it 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the 
Senate,  is  altogether  absurd.  1  venture  to  assert 
that  such  a  commission   never  was   issued  under 


They  were  both  created  |  this  Government.     If  the  gentleman  had  thought 

ciy  the  occasion  ;  Ihe  occasion  occurred;  the  office  j  proper  to  call  for  commissions  granted    by    the 
rjegan  its  existence;  the  vacancy  happened  dur-  !  present  Executive,  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 


f  ng  the  recess  of  the  Senate;  and  as  the  Execu-  |  ate,  to  internal  officers,  he  would   have  seen  that 
'  ""  "  '■   '      they  were,  both  in  form  and.  substance,  similar  to 

those  granted  by  the  first  President ;  or,  if  he  had 
called  for  commissions  granted  by  General  Wash- 
ington in  cases  of  foreign  embassies,  similar  to 
the  present,  he  would  have  found  no  limitation  of 
their  continuance.     And  I  confess  Mr.  President, 


tiive  is  authorized  "  lo  fill  up  all  vacancies  which 
fmay  happen  during  the  recess,"  it  was  his  Con- 
stitutional right  t«>  fill  this. 

i\    The  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit 

',o  the  cornmenceruent  of  ray  argument  concern- 

iog  the  authority  of  the  Senate  in  this  way  to  hit 


;  in  judgment  on  the  conduct  of  the  President,  and  I  this  would  have  appeared  to  me  the  fair  and  ob- 
he  evil  trndency  of  such  a  course  of  proceeding,  I  vious  course  of  ascertaining  whether  any  inno- 
ire  applicable  to  the  fourth  and  last  resolution.  I  vation  had   been   practised.     1  will  now  read  lo 

If  I  have  succeeded  in  showing  that  the  act  of  I  the  Senate  commissions  which  were  granted  by 
ommissinning  Albert  Gallatin.  John  Q,.  Adamo,  '  General  Washington  and  Mr.  Adams,  in  cases  of 


.nd  Jam 
5:ans 
Vvhic 


James  A.  Bayard,  was  "  authorized  by  the  '  foreign  missions,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
titutron.-' and  that.  "  in  the  performance  of  [.Mr.  B.  here  read  several  commissions,  and  by 
h  the  power  of  the  Senate  has  not  been  dis-    cotnparing  them  with  those  which  were  granted 


Regarded."  the  plfdge  which  I  gave  to  the  Sen- 
ate will  be  fully  redeemed,  when  I  shall  have 
iirwved  tliat  the  conduct  of  tne  President  in  this 
fitfair  hav  conforiiWrd  to  the  uniform  practice  un- 
ier  the  Constitu!5on  from  the  beginning  of  the 
idminislration  of  General  Washington.  Before 
]  proceed,  however.  I  beg  leave  to  notice  a  cir- 
^•umstani-e  on  whi-ch  the  gentleman  was  disposed 
;o  dwell,  because  he  thought  it  calculated  to  show 
ihht  Mr.  Madison  had  made  an  alarming  inno- 
vation ou  the  practice  of  former  Presidents. 
Some  days  ago  the  gentleman  offered  a  resolu- 
[lon.  which  was  adopted,  calling  for  copies  of 
!:oramissioDs  granted  by  General  Washington  to 
John  Ruiiedge,  as  chief  justice;  to  William  Paca. 
as  disirir?  judge,  and  to  William  Nelson,  as  mar 


to  Messrs.  Gallatin,  Adams,  and  Bayard,  showed 
that  they  were  in  every  respect  alike.  He  then 
proceeded.]  Permit  me.  now,  sir.  to  advert  to 
the  practice  of  the  Government,  from  its  com- 
mencement, concerning  the  construction  of  the 
provision  of  the  Constitution  which  is  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  list  of 
the  appointments  which  have  been  made  by  the 
Executive,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  since  ihe 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  which  I  procured 
from  the  cffice  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  fur- 
nishes incontestable  evidence  of  the  fact  that  each 
President  has  deemed  himself  authorized  to  insti- 
tute and  to  fill  foreign  missions  in  the  recess  of 
I  the  Senate,  whenever,  in  his  opinion  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  required  it.     I  will,  at  pres- 


hftl;  and  for  copif-s  of  the  commissions  granted  to  ,  ent,  refer  to  one  or  two  examples  only,  remark- 

jur  late  P'nvoys  to  St.  Petersburg.     The  Senate  j  iug.  at  the  same  time,  that  the  examples  are  nu- 

iwere  not  informed  of  the  use  intended  to  bo  made  i  merous.  and   that  the   list   may  be  examined  by 


o(  them,  until  wt  were  favored  with  the  gentle- 
man's 8j>fech  ;  and  it  being  then  impracticable  lo 
call  officially  for  ether  commissions  without  post- 
poning liie  debate.  I  immediately  addressed  a  note 
to  the  Seeretary  of  Slate,  requesting  that  1  might 
oe  furnislied  with  copies  of  certain  commissions 
'^ranted  by  Gentfal  VVashington  in  similar  cases 
of  foreign  missiolis.     I  have  received  them,  and 


any  gentleman  who  desires  it. 

Soon  after  General  Washington  became  Presi- 
dent, and  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  he  author- 
ized Gouverneur  Morris,  by  a  letter  of  instructions, 
to  negotiate  with  England  concerning  the  inter- 
change of  Ministers  and  the  formation  of  a  com- 
mercial treaty.  I  mention  this  fact  to  show  that 
bethought  himself  competent  alone  to  determine 


will  pre»i'ntly  read  and  compare  them  with  those  whether  the  United  States  should  or  should  not 
■ately  granted.  The  difference  between  the  |  be  represnnled  in  England,  and  to  negotiate  con- 
commissions  issued  by  General  Washington  to  '  cerning  a  treaty,  without  previously  consulting 
Messrs.  Rutledgp,  Paca,  and  Nelson,  and  those  !  the  Senate.  In  June,  1792,  John  Paul  Jones  was 
granted  to  Messrs.  Gallatin.  Adams,  and  Bayard,  commissioned  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Ts   this,  the  former  expres.sly  limit  their  conlinu-    Algiers.     The  office  was  not  before  full,  and  was 


uDce  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate 
thereafter,  and  the  latter  do  not  express  such  a 
limitation.  Sir,  whether  the  former  haJ.  or  had 
not  contained  such  a  limitation,  was  wholly  im- 
material, because  the  Constitution  having  im- 
posed the  limitation,  the  commissions  would  have 


now  filled  for  the  first  time  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate.  Thomas  Barclay  was  appointed 
Consul  at  Morocco,  on  the  3Ist  March,  1791. 
This  was  an  original  appointment,  and  was  now 
made  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  The.sp 
examples,   without   referring   to   others,   are  suf- 


expired  as  certainly  without  it  as  with  it.     The  i  ficieni  to  show  that  the  late  commissioning  of 
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Albert  Gallatin,  John  Q..  Adams,  and  James  A. 
Bayard,  was  sanctioned  by  the  practice  under 
Washington's  administration.  The  same  prac- 
tice was  pursued  by  Mr.  Adams,  of  which  the 
list  before  me  presents  many  examples,  but  which 
I  will  abstain  from  reading,  lest  I  should  trespass 
on  the  patience  of  the  Senate.  During  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  distinguished  statesman,  .Mr. 
Jefferson,  we  find  the  same  construction  given 
to  the  Constitution  ;  but  presume  his  examples 
would  not  be  deemed  good  authority  by  the  mover 
of  these  most  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
resolutions. 

Thus,  1  trust,  the  case  is  fully  made  out.  1st. 
That  the  resolutions  themselves  are  unauthorized 
by  the  Constitution  ;  and  2d.  That  the  commis- 
sioning of  Albert  Gallatin,  John  Q,.  Adams,  and 
James  A.  Bayard,  was  an  act  authorized  by  the 
Constitution,  and  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of 
all  Administrations.  It  appears,  then,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  we  are  called  upon  to  protest  against 
the  conduct  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  for 
exercising  his  legitimate  Constitutional  powers, 
and  for  following  the  example  of  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Sir,  I  have  witnessed 
with  pain  and  mortification  the  precepts  and  ex- 
amples of  ihe  Father  of  his  Country  set  at  naught 
by  those  who  profess  lo  be  his  exclusive  follow- 
ers;  but  I  do  cherish  the  hope  that  they  will  not 
be  condemned  by  an  act  of  this  honorable  body. 
Why  the  examples  to  which  I  have  referred 
should  have  received  universal  and  uniform  ac- 
quiescence, and  why.  at  this  peculiar  moment,  it 
should  be  proposed  to  censure  Mr.  Madison  for 
following  those  examples,  I  will  not  attempt  to  ex- 
plain. For  what  was  the  act  done,  against  which 
this  protest  is  entered  ?  To  obtain  peace.  By 
whom  is  the  proposition  submitted  ?  By  a  gen- 
tleman whom,  personally,  I  respect — but.  sir,  by 
a  gentleman  belonging  to  a  party  professing  to  be 
the  exclusive  friends  of  peace.  A  parly  whose 
daily  business  is  to  clamor  against  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  and  to  present  every  possible 
impediment  to  its  successful  prosecution.  I  leave 
the  comment  to  the  American  people. 

The  further    consideration  of  the    resolutions 
was  postponed  until  to-n»orrow. 


Friday,  April  1. 

A  raessage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  of  the  death  of  John  Daw- 
son, late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  State  of  Virginia  ;  and  that  his  re- 
mains will  be  interred  this  day  at  three  o'clock. 

Resolved,  unanirnotisly.  That  the  Senate  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  John  Dawson,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  Virginia,  this  day  at  three  o'clock,  and. 
as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  they  will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear 
a  black  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Saturday.  April  2. 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  C.  A. 
Rodney  and  others,  citizens  of  the   borough  of 
13th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 23 


Wilmington  and  its  vicinity,  slating  that,  in  their 
opinion,  it  is  inexpedient,  at  the  present  time,  to 
repeal  the  act  imposing  an  embargo  in  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  it 
may  not  be  removed,  for  reasons  staled  at  large 
in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  lo  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War.  com- 
prehending contracts  made  by  him  in  the  year 
1S13.  and  those  made  by  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral in  the  same  year,  in  compliance  with  "An 
act  concerning  public  contracts."  passed  April 
2lsl.  1808;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the 
Columbian  Manufacturing  Company  was  read 
the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Navigation  Com- 
pany and  their  successors  a  lot  of  ground  ;"  ia 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  submitted  a  motion  for 
consideration,  which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Gore, 
was  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

lifsolced,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  list  of  appointments  of  foreign  Minis- 
ters and  Consuls  which  have  been  made  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Administration  of  the  first  President ;  distin- 
guishing the  cases  in  which  the  respective  ap- 
pointments had  not  been  before  filled,  from  those 
of  appointments  that  had  been  filled,  and  speci- 
fying when  the  latter  became  vacant ;  also,  co- 
pies of  the  commissions  to  Albert  Gallatin,  John 
Q,uincy  Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  to  be 
jointly  and  severally  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  lo  negotiate  and  sign 
a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain;  and, 
also,  to  John  Q,uiDcy  Adams,  Albert  Gallatin, 
and  James  A.  Bayard,  to  negotiate  and  sign  a 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Russia. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  Elizabeth  City  the 
port  of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  district  of 
Camden,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Fromentin  pre.sented  the  memorial  of  the 
liegislalive  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Illinois  Territory,  praying  the  right 
of  pre-emption  may  be  granted  to  certain  settlers 
in  said  Territory,  therein  described  ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  4th  of  February,  on  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Cooper  and  others,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

EXECUTIVE  ArPOINTMENTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  by  .Mr.  Gore,  as  is  stated  on 
the  7th  of  March. 


'07 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


708 


Senate. 


Executive  Appointments. 


April,  1814. 


709 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


710 


,     ! 


4 

i 


Mr.  Horsey,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the  Chair 
a:>  follows  : 

Mr.  presideot' — It  is  my  misfortuoe  to  differ 
upon  tljis  occasion  with  tlie  honorable  mover  of 
the  resolutions  ;  at  the  same  time  I  beg  leave  to 
assure  ^im  that  I  am  not  insensible  to  tbe  respect 
and  del<rence  which  I  owe  tohis  opinion,  and  par- 
t:cularlf  lu  the  precedents  he  has  cited. 

How  It  may  be  proper  for  one  depariraent  of 
the  Government  to  claim  tiie  right  of  interpreting 
the  Constitution  for  another  co-ordinate  depart- 
ment, bv  way  ol  abstract  resolution  or  otherwise. 
IS  a  qut>stioo  which  I  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  tbe  honorable  mover.  Is  it  a  claim  compatible 
with  the  great  political  maxim  which  requires 
tnat  several  departments  of  power  ought  to  be 
separate,  distimU,  and  independent  of  each  other, 
so  far  3;  it  regards  the  exercise  of  the  powers  de- 
volved upon  them? 

The  i^everal  departments  of  the  Government 
derive  ijheir  powers,  not  from  each  other,  but 
from  thf  same  source  of  authority — the  Consti- 
tution. The  one.  I  apprehend,  cannot  justly  claim 
an  exclusive  superior  right  to  settle  the  power  of 
the  otbor. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Consti- 
tutional balance  of  power  should  be  maintained, 
it)  ordtr  to  preserve  the  equilmrium  of  the  Gov- 
ernraejit.  The  way  to  do  this,  is  by  a  tenacious 
adherence  to  ali  tho>e  salutary  checks  which  the 
Constitution  has  wisely  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
several  departments,  m  order  that  the  one  may 
defend  itself  against  the  encroachment  of  the 
other.  This  is  the  only  mode  by  which  I  he 
\reaker  tirauches  can  restrain  the  stronger  within 
their  Cunsiitutiunal  limits. 

The  ihain  check  is  the  power  of  the  negative. 
If  both  vranches  of  the  Legislature  pass  a  bill  vio- 
lating, ih  his  opinion,  the  rights  of  tbe  Executive, 
l<e  luay  interpose  his  qualified  negative,  and,  it 
this  do»«s  not  shield  hiin.  he  inu>t  yield  to  the 
('onstitutional  majority  of  the  Legislature.  It 
would  b»»  presumptuous  in  him  to  claim  the  right 
to  judge  for  them,  after  he  had  passed  his  nega- 
tive, as  it  would  be  idle  for  him  to  express  his 
opinion  in  the  form  of  an  empty  protest.  So,  if 
the  Hnyse  of  Representatives  pass  a  bill  infring- 
ipg,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  their  rights,  the 
Senate  may  int-frpose  their  absolute  negative,  and 
thereby  delend  themselves  and  the  Constitution. 
But  could  they  do  more?  Could  they  take  it 
upon  themselves  to  censure  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, whea  that  branch  is  co-ordinate  and 
wholly  iadepein|ent  of  this? 

So  loo  as  it  ri*gard>  the  general  power  of  ap- 
pointment. The  wisdom  of  the  Constitution  has 
placed  this  in  the  hands  of  the  President  and  tlie 
Senate.  It  has  given  to  the  President  the  sole 
power  ci  nomination — tu  the  Senate  simply  the 
power  of  concurrence  and  of  the  negative.  If. 
iherefocp.  the  President  submit-  a  nomination 
which  in  the  o^iiniou  of  the  Senate,  is  improper 
or  unconstitutical,  the  Senate  through  their  con- 
trolling powerof  the  negative,  may  reject  the  nom- 
inaliOD.  But  can  they  do  more?  Has  not  the 
PwMdvBt  the  right  to  determine  for  himself  with 


regard  to  the  expediency  and  constitutionality  of 
the  nomination,  as  the  Senate  undoubtedly  have 
to  decide  for  themselves,  when  the  nomination  is 
submitted  for  their  advice  and  consent? 

While  the  Constitution  has  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Senate  the  general  power  of  appoint- 
ment, it  has  also  given  tothe  President  aloneaqual- 
ified  and  modified  power  of  appointment,  durin'^ 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.  At  the  same  time,  how- 
ever, it  has  placed  this  power  under  the  strictest 
guards  or  checks.  First,  it  can  only  be  exercised  in 
the  recess  of  the  Senate  ;  secondly,  the  commission 
creating  the  appointment  shall  expire  at  the  end 
of  ihe  next  session  of  the  Senate.  These  are  the 
checks  which  the  Constitution  has  placed  over 
this  power.  If  it  be  abused,  the  President  alone 
is  responsible.  It  is  a  power  complete  in  itself 
and  that  belongs  solely  and  exclusively  to  the 
Executive.  To  be  sure,  if  the  Executive  after- 
wards submit  the  appointment  to  the  Senate,  as 
he  must  do.  if  it  is  to  continue  beyond  their  ses- 
sion, it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  new  appointment, 
and  the  Senate  may  reject  or  affirm  it.  But  as  it 
regards  the  intermediate  act  of  appointment,  it  is 
perfect  in  itself  for  the  limited  time,  and,  in  ray 
humble  conception,  the  Senate  have  no  more 
right  to  interfere  with  regard  to  it,  than  they  have 
to  interfere  with  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  choice  of  their  Speaker  and  other  officers ;  no 
more  right  than  they  have  to  advise  and  control 
the  Executive  in  the  exercise  of  his  undoubted 
powers  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  to  receive 
foreign  Ministers,  or  to  use  his  qualified  veto. 

As  It  relates  to  appointments  connected  with 
the  treaty-making  power,  the  Senate  have,  it 
must  be  admitted,  a  reraoteor  indirect  controlling 
power  over  the  power  to  make  temporary  ap- 
pointments, upon  the  rati6catiun  of  a  treaty.  And 
this  may  be  considered  a  third,  though  not  per- 
fect, yet  important  check  over  the  qualified  power 
of  appointment. 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears  lo  me,  so  far  as  respects 
the  exercise  of  the  qualified  power  of  appoint- 
ment, lodged  by  the  Constitution  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive, that  the  Senate  have  no  right  to  meddle 
with  It.  It  IS  not  subject  to  their  control,  but  to 
the  control  only  of  the  three  important  checks  to 
which  I  have  adverted,  and  to  that  responsibil- 
ity which  the  President  owes  to  the  power  of 
impeachment  and  to  his  country.  As  to  the 
general  power  of  appointment,  the  salutary  con- 
trol of  the  Senate,  through  their  absolute  power 
to  negative,  is  effectual— it  is  perfect.  Not  empty 
and  unayailini:  as  are  the  resolutions  in  question; 
whicli  if  adopted  we  have  no  power  to  enforce; 
which  in  their  nature  are  not  susceptible  of  any 
beneficial  or  practical  result.  Send  them  to  the 
President— he  reads  them,  and  is  of  the  same 
opinion  still.  And  can  these  resolutions  con- 
strain him  to  alter  liis  opinion  ?  After  the  ma- 
turest  deliberation  he  adheres  to  his  opinion,  and 
sits  down  and  writes  a  counter  protest  in  support 
of  it.  Then,  sir,  we  shall  have  protest  against 
protest,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  matter  will 
be,  that  a  question  is  raised  between  one  depart- 
ment and  another  co-ordiDate  department  of  the 
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Government,  to  decide  which  no  competent  tri- 
bunal exists. 

If  there  be  any  force  in  these  preliminary  re- 
marks, the  propriety  of  the  course  taken  by  the 
honorable  mover  may.  to  say  the  least,  be  doubted. 
If  doubtful,  ought  a  measure  so  extraordinary  to 
be  adopted  ?  A  measure,  acknowledged  to  be 
without  precedent.  To  justify  one  department, 
if  it  can  be  justified  at  all,  to  pass  a  vote  imply- 
ing ceusure  upon  the  conduct  of  another  de- 
partment, the  case  ought  to  be  clear,  the  conduct 
gross.  Not  a  point  about  which  intelligent  men 
may  fairly  entertain  opposite  opinions.  Where 
the  construction.  everMf^-rvTong,  may  have  been 
nothing  worse  than  an  error  of  judgment;  an 
error  into  which  the  p;irty  may  have  been  lei^y 
a  practical  interpretation  of  the  Constitu>fon  for 
more  than  sixteen  years,  if  not  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government. 

The  honorable  mover,  sir,  has  touched  upon 
delicate  ground.  The  relations  subsisting  be- 
tween the  President  and  the  Senate  are  near  and 
highly  important.  We  ought  to  do  nothing  cal- 
culated to  endanger  that  harmony  and  dignity 
which  should  always  characterize  this  body  in 
their  intercourse  with  the  Executive. 

In  this  the  public  as  well  as  ourselves  have  an 
interest.  The  utmost  delicacy  and  deference  I 
should  hope  would  always  be  observed  towards 
each  other,  consistently  with  a  fixed  and  firm 
urpose  to  maintain  all  the  rights  and  powers 
belonging  to  great  and  independent  branches  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  President.  I  have  said,  if  the  point  were 
doubtful,  even  if  the  President  were  in  the  wrong. 
It  IS  to  my  mind  very  questionable  whether  we 
ought  to  pass  the  resolutions.  But  I  humbly 
think  the  question  is  not  doubtful.  I  believe, 
verily  believe,  that  the  President  has  given  the 
just  and  true,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  fit 
and  practicable  construction  to  the  Constitution. 
This,  to  my  mind,  is  susceptible  of  the  clearest 
and  most  conclusive  demonstration. 

An  instrument  drawn  with  so  much  brevity 
and  in  such  general  terms  as  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates,  could  not  specify  every  power 
which  might  be  necessary  and  indispensable  to  a 
due  and  practical  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Indeed  to  have  made  such  specifications, 
would  have  required  attributes  with  which  it 
has  not  been  the  pleasure  of  the  Deity  to  endow 
imperfect  man.  The  Government,  therefore,  and 
the  several  departments,  in  the  execution  of  their 
powers,  of  necessity  resort  in  many  instances  to 
the  doctrine  of  construction.  Hence  the  powers 
of  the  Government  are  either  specified  or  con- 
structive. The  power  of  the  President  to  dis- 
place from  office  is  not  a  specified,  but  a  con- 
structive power— a  power  of  greater  magnitude 
and  much  more  doubti'ul  construction  than  the 
one  in  question.  The  power  of  the  Congress  to 
establish  a  .National  Bank  is  not  an  express  but 
a  constructive  power.  The  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  recall  or  supersede  at  pleasure  a  public 
Minister,  without  consulting  the  Senate,  though 
but  just  appointed  by  their  advice  and  con»ent,°i5 


also  a  very  eitraordinarv  power.     The  power  of 
the  President  to  issue  instructions  to  all   public 
Ministers,  to  direct  the  time,  the  place,  the  man- 
ner, and  the  temper  of  the  negotiation— to  con- 
tinue or  brea^k  it  off— are  all  constructive  powers, 
involving  the  relations  of  peace  and  war.     The 
powers  of  the  President  to  dismiss  a  foreign  Min- 
ister—lo  acknowledge  the  Government  and  inde- 
pendence of  a  foreign  nation— are  powers  of  the 
greatest  magnitude,  involving  the  best  interests 
of  society,  and  yet  more  constructive  powers.     It 
IS.  therefore,  sir,  apparent  that  the  Constitution 
IS  an  instrument  which   in  practice  does  not  ad- 
mit of  that  strict  and  literal  interpretation  which 
the  honorable  mover  contends  for.     You  cannot 
give  It  hie  or  effect   if  you   interpret  it.  like  a 
penal  statute,  according  to  the  dead   letter.     In- 
deed there  are  parts  of  the  Constitution  which 
will  not  bear  a  literal  construction.      Take,  for 
instance,  article  4.  section    1— "Full   faith   and 
'  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State  to  the  public 
'  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every 
'  other  State.     And  the  Congress  may,  by  gen- 
'  eral  laws,  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such 
'  acts,  records,  and  proceedings  shall  be  proved  and 
'  the  effect  thereof."     Congress  has  undertaken  to 
prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such  acts,  records, 
and  proceedings,  shall  be  proved,  but  they  have 
not  undertaken,  and   probably  never  will  under- 
take,  to   prescribe   the  effect  thev  are   lo  have. 
What  is  the  true  import  of  the  words  "full  faith 
and  credit,"  is  a  question  that  has  puzzled  the  bar 
and  the  bench,  and  about  which  a  contrariety  of 
opinion  exists  among  the  learned  in  the  law.    But 
the  word  "  effect,"  lake  it  literally  and  it  conveys 
a  most  extraordinary  power  to  Congress.    A  pow- 
er which  would  swallow  up  the  State  sovereio-n- 
ties.     An  act  of  the  Legislature  of  any  one  State 
is  a  public  act,  and  by  this  section  Congress  has 
the   power,  by  a  general   law.   to  declare   what 
effect  such  an  act  shall  have  in  another  State. 
The  Legislature  of  Virginia,  for  instance,  pass 
an  act  limiting  the  rights  of  suffrage  to  freehold- 
ers ;  take  this  section  literally,  and  Congress  may 
declare  that  such  act  shall  have  the  same  effect 
in    Pennsylvania  or  .Massachusetts  as  it   has   in 
Virginia,  and  rice  versa.     An  effect  which  I  am 
sure  would  not  be  very  kindly  received  either  in 
Pennsylvania  or  .Massachusetts, 

To  give  a  liberal  and  beneficial  construction 
to  the  Constitution  has  ever  been  a  favorite  doc- 
trine with  me.  especially  in  relation  to  the  powers 
of  the  Executive,  whicii  in  ordinary  times  is  the 
feeblest  branch  of  the  Government.  The  com- 
mon rules  of  equitable  construction  applicable  lo 
statutes  and  other  instruments,  apply  with  greater 
force  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
because  it  is  more  general  in  its  terms  and  less 
specific  in  its  provisions.  I  hold  it  therefore,  sir, 
that  we  ought  so  to  construe  the  Constitution  as 
will  best  answer  the  intention  which  the  makers 
had  in  view.  That  whatever  is  within  the  in- 
tent or  equity  of  the  Constitution,  is  within  the 
Constitution,  although  it  be  not  within  the  strict 
letter.  And  e  contra,  whatever  may  be  within 
the  letter,  if  it  be  not  within  the  intent  and  spirit 
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is  not  -vrithin  the  Constitution.  These  rules  are  ]  depend  upon  the  emergencies  of  the  Government ; 
fouDdfd  upon  ihe  imperfection  of  the  human  I  upon  the  particular  state  of  your  loreign  atfairs  ; 
mind  which  cannot  foresee  and  set  down  every  ,  upon  the  number  of  the  foreign  nations  with 
case  in  express  terms;  upon  the  laws  of  nature  whom  you  have  intercourse,  either  political  or 
and   reason;  upon  the  experience  of  man;  and    commercial.     It  is  an  office  without  limitation  of 

■. .  . 

manifest  lechuical   po 

contrary. 

I  now,  Mr.  President,  approach  the  mam  ques- 

ftion.     It  arises  under  the  second  section  of  the 

isecond  article  of  the  Constititution. 

1     "The  President  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the 

iadvice  and  con8«nt  of  the  Senate,  to   make   treaties, 

.provided  two-lbErds  of  the   Senators   present  concur  ; 

i»nd  he  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  cunsentof  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambassadors, 
other  public  Ministers  and  Consuls,  Judgi-s  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  a,nd  all  other  officers  of  the  United 
Sutes,.  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise 
provid<fd  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law 


nd  reason;  upon  the  experience  ol  man;  anu  commercial,  ii  is  an  umcc  wmiuui  iiumai.uu  ui 
nply  in  all'  cases,  except  only  where  there  is  a  tenure,  because  no  one  can  tell  how  long  it  may 
lanifesl  lecbmcal   positive   rule  of  law  to  the  ,  be  necessary  to  continue  it.     A  negotiation  may 

last  a  week,  or  it  may  last  six  months.  Your  in- 
tercourse with  any  loreign  Power  may  be  inter- 
rupted in  various  ways,  by  a  misunderstanding  or 
by  a  sudden  rupture.  It  is  an  office  to  which 
neither  the  Constitution  or  laws  have  prescribed 
the  duties,  because  the  duties  must  necessarily 
depend  upon  the  course  of  events  and  the  partic- 
ular stale  of  our  foreign  relations.  The  duties 
are  left  with  the  discretion  of  the  Executive.  Ir» 
short,  it  is  an  office  not  created  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, nor  by  any  municipal  law,  but  emauates 
from  the  laws  of  nations  and  is  common  to  all 

civilized  Governments.     The  Minister  is  subject 

But  the  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  appointment  \  to  these  laws,  and  he  is  under   the   protectioQ  of 

■  these  laws.  The  Constitution  barely  directs  the 
modes  in  which  the  Minister  shall  be  appointtd. 
But  when  appointed,  when  he  shall  depart,  how 
long  he  shall  continue,  what  duties  he  is  to  per- 
form, the  nature  of  his  instructions,  in  short, 
everything  that  is  vital,  depends  .solely  upon  the 
Executive  and  the  laws  of  nations. 

It  is  an  office,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  *ut  g-erwri*. 
The  number  may  be  multiplied  to  any  extent,  or 
diminished.  It  is  brought  lorth  with  the  occasion. 
it  is'equafly  manTfest,  from  the  second  cited  clause  and  disappears  when  the  occasion  ceases.  When 
i  of  the  section,  tliat  the  President  alone  possesses  ,  not  filled,  if  it  exists  at  all,  it  is  only  in  contem- 
plation. Where  is  the  office  which  you,  Mr. 
Vice  President,  and  your  associates  filled,  when 
Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  French  Republic  ?  Can  the  honora- 
ble mover  lay   his  hand  upon  it,  or  can   the  pow- 


of  such  inferior  officers,  as  they  think  proper,  in  the 

President  alone,  in  the  courU  of  law,  or  in  the  head* 

of  departments. 

•The    President  shall  have   power   to  fill   up   all 

vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  receas  of  the 
'  Senaio,  by  granlinij  commissions,  which  shall  expire 
:  at  the  end  of  their  next  session. " 
i  It  is  manifest,  from  the  first  cited  clause  of  this 
'section,  that  the  President  and  the  Senate  possess 
'conjointly   the  general    power  of  appointment 


.  a  modified  power  ot  appointment. 
?      The  main  question  'hen  is.  had  the  President 
■  in  authority,  under  the  modified  power,  to  issue 
•  the  commissions,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
'  to  the  Ministers  named  in  the  resolutions,  to  con 


tinue  in  force  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  '  ers  of  man  reproduce  it  ?     In  short,  v/here  are  all 
the  Senate  and  no  longer.  I  the  offices  which  our  Ministers  respectively  have 

First.  Is  the  authoruy  within  the  letter  of  the    filled  at  the  Court  of  Loudon,  anterior  to  the  dec- 
Constitution '?  I  laraiion  of  war?     They   have  merged   and  can 

Secondly.  Is  it  within  the  intent  and  policy  of    never  again    be  called  into   action.     When  the 
the  Constitution  ?  relations  of  peace  shall  be  restored,  we  shall  have 

I  beg  gentlemen  to  remember  that  it  has  been  j  new  appointments  and  new  offices 
the  visdoni  ot  most  Governments  to  intrust  the 
management  of  their  foreign  affairs  to  the  head 
or  ciiief.  That,  under  this  Government,  the 
President,  as  the  supreme  executive  officer,  is 
charged  with  this  subject.  That  a  Minister  is 
no  niore  ihau  an  agent  through  whom  these  con-  j  it  is  an  office  which  requires  the  assent  of  foreign 
cerns  are  managed.  That,  to  manage  them  with  |  Powers,  and  depends  upoQ  the  common  laws  of 
Buccpss  and  advantage,  secrecy  and   immediate  i  nations  for  protection. 

"despatch  are  oftentimes  necessary,  in  negotiations  |      Upon  the  whole,  it  is  an  office  not  durable  and 

particularly.  |  permanent,  as  are  the  ordinary  offices  established 

The  office  then  of  a  public  Minister  is  the  me-  j  by  the  Constitution  and  by  law — but  ephemeral, 

dium  through  which  the  Executive  is  enabled  to  j  existing  no  longer  than  the  occasion  which  gave 

manage  our  foreign  relations,  and  particularly  to 


The  office  of  a  public  Minister,  therefore,  de- 
pends upon  events,  upon  the  state  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  is  authorized  by  the  laws  of  nations. 
Any  Government  may  use  it,  which  recognises 
these  laws,  and  none  can  which  does  not.     For 


conduct  negotiations.  It  is  an  office  wholly  dif- 
ferent from  the  ordinary  offices  created  by  the 
Constitution  or  by  law.  It  is  an  office  without 
limitation  as  to  number,  or  duration  o(  tenure,  with 
regard  to  which  neither  the  Constitution  or  laws 
have  prescribed  the  duties.  It  is  without  limita- 
tion as  to  number,  because  the  nature  ot  the 
office  renders  it  necessary  that  the  Dumber  should 


birth  to  it.  and  dependent  upon  the  transitions  of 
lime  and  events.  The  cffice  in  truth  attaches 
whenever  the  occasion  arises  to  use  it,  and  the 
act  of  appointment  is  the  cousummalion  of  the 
law. 

If  therefore  the  occasion  arises  whilst  the  Sen- 
ate are  in  session,  the  office  must  be  consummated 
by  the  concurrent  act  of  the  President  and  the 
Senate.     If  it  arises  during  the  rece&i  of  the  Sea- 
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ate.  it  ma V  be  consummated  by  the  act  of  the  Pres- 
ident alone,  subject  however  to  expire  at  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate. 

If  this  view  becorrect,  and  the  occasion  for  the 
office  happens  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
then  the  office  attaches  during  the  recess,  and  of 
consequence  the  vacancy  happens  during  the  re- 
cess, which  would  bring  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  fill  it  up  strictly  within  the, letter  of  the 
Constitution. 

To  apply  the  argument  to  the  case  before  us : 
On  the  Stii'of  March.  1813,  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  M.  Daschkoff.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  by  letter  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  communicates  to  the  President, 
officially,  the  disposition  of  His  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror to  offer  his  mediation  to  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  at  the  same  time  declares  that  he, 
M.  Daschkoff,  is  charged  to  propose  it  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  On  the  11th  of  the 
same  month,  the  Secretary  of  State  writes  to  M. 
Daschkoff,  informing  him  that  the  President  wil- 
lingly accepts  the  offered  mediation,  to  promote 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, and,  further,  that  such  arrangements  would 
be  made,  without  delay,  as  wuuld  afford  His  Im- 
perial Majesty  the  opportunity  he  invited,  to  in- 
terpose his  good  offices  for  the  accomplishment 
of  so  important  an  event.  This  then  is  ihe  occa- 
sion for  instituting  the  mission  to  Russia.  It 
happened  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  The  office 
then  attached,  and  with  it  the  vacancy,  which 
was  filled  and  the  office  perfected  by  issuing  the 
commissions  which  must  have  expired  with  this 
session  of  the  Senate.  As  the  office  and  the  va- 
cancy happened  during  the  recess,  necessarily  the 
office  could  not  have  been  before  full,  as  the  first 
resolution  would  seem  to  require,  as  a  pre-requi- 
siie  to  a  vacancy  happening. 

Whether  the  letter  of  M.  Daschkoff,  of  the  8th 
of  March,  convened  the  first  official  information 
to  the  President  of  the  offered  mediation — whe- 
ther there  was  any  preconcert  to  delay  the  official 
letter  till  the  Senate  had  closed  their  session — 
whether  it  was  expedient  or  inexpedient  to  ac- 
cept the  proposed  mediation — wheiher  it  com- 
ported with  the  honor  and  character  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  appoint  and  despatch  the  Commis- 
sioners, upon  the  mere  presumption  that  Great 
Britain  would  accept  the  mediation,  and  also  ap- 
point commissioners  to  meet  ours,  are  questions 
not  involved  in  this  discussion.  If  they  were, 
they  are  questions  which  rather  concern  the 
abuses,  than  the  rights  of  power. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  ground  which  I  have 
discussed,  is  not  without  its  difficulties.  To  bring 
the  case  within  the  dead  letter,  is  a  task  of  no 
very  easy  performance.  But,  in  my  view,  all 
difficulties  and  doubts  vanish  before  the  second 
ground,  which  I  am  about  to  enter  upon,  and 
upon  which  I  principally  found  my  opinion. 

The  primary  objects  of  the  Constitution  are. 
the  public  peace  and  general  welfare.  Whatever 
interpretation   may  be  calculated   to  insure  the 


one  and  promote  the  other,  ought  in  my  humble 
judgment  to  be  given,  provided  it  be  within  the 
rules  of  a  liberal  and  equitable  construction. 
Provided  it  be  within  the  intent  and  policy  of  the 
Constitution. 

What,  sir,  is  the  intent  and  policy  of  the  Con- 
stitution upon  this  subject  7  The  general  power 
of  appointments  is  given  to  the  President  and  the 
Senate.  But  from  the  peculiar  constitution  of 
the  Senate,  a  body  composed  of  members  coming 
from  every  State  in  the  Union  however  distant, 
a  body  not  permanently  in  session,  but  out  of  ses- 
sion in  common  times  eight  months  in  the  year, 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  at  once  saw,  that 
the  power,  as  a  general  power  of  appointment, 
was  defective.  Hence  it  became  necessary  to 
provide  a  modified  power  to  remedy  this  defect, 
and  to  represent  the  general  power,  when  the 
general  power  was  not  in  a  condition  to  act. 
Tliis  was  indispensable,  or  else  the  mischiefs  and 
embarrassments  resulting  to  the  Government  and 
the  public  must  have  been  intolerable.  The 
modified  power  was  therefore  intended  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  general  power,  when  the  general 
power  was  not  in  session,  and  unable  to  perform 
its  functions.  In  constituting  this  modified  pow- 
er, however,  the  convention  was  extremely  guard- 
ed by  placing  over  it  the  important  checks  to 
which  I  have  before  adverted,  namely  ;  first, 
that  it  shall  be  exercised  only  when  the  general 
power  is  not  in  session  :  secondly,  that  the  com- 
missions issued  by  it  shall  endure  no  longer  than 
necessary  to  give  the  general  power  an  opportu- 
nity to  act  upon  them.  All  I  contend  for  is,  that 
we  ought  not  so  to  restrict  the  modified  power 
as  to  defeat  the  remedy  or  render  it  short  of  its 
object  ;  that  the  modified  power  ought  to  be  able 
so  to  act,  as  to  supply  the  defect  of  the  general 
power,  and  that  whatever  authority  is  necessary 
fairly  to  this  purpose  is  within  the  intent  and 
equity,  if  not  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  A 
case,  not  within  the  letter  of  a  statute,  is  some- 
times holden  to  be  within  the  meaning,  because 
it  is  within  the  mischief  for  which  the  remedy 
is  provided.  It  is  an  established  rule  of  law  that 
such  a  construction  ought  to  be  put  upon  a  reme- 
dial statute,  as  will  tend  to  suppress  the  mischief 
intended  to  be  remedied. 

Let  us  now  test  the  construction  contended  for 
by  the  honorable  mover,  by  these  rules  and  prin- 
ciples. Let  us  see,  if,  according  to  his  construc- 
tion, the  remedy  is  calculated  to  suppress  the 
mischief.  Illustrations  to  show  its  inadequacy 
are  innumerable. 

Take  the  case  of  the  ordinary  offices  estab- 
lished by  the  Constitution  and  by  law.  Suppose 
any  one  of  them  to  become  vacant  by  death  dur- 
ing the  session  of  the  Senate,  and  that  no  account 
of  the  death  reaches  the  President  before  the 
Senate  close  their  session.  Here  the  vacancy 
does  not  haj)pen  during  the  recess,  but  during 
the  session.  Suppose  the  Collector  of  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  to  die  on  this  day,  and  that  the  in- 
telligence of  his  death  does  not  reach  this  place 
before  we  adjourn.  In  this  case  the  vacancy 
surely  does  not  happen  in  the  recess.     What  is 
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t*  b«  done?     The  Collector  is  an  officer  whose 

irvices  are  necessary  to  the  daily  operations 
c\  the  GoFernmtot.  Are  the  Senate  to  be 
ciuvened  1  Well.  The  Senate  are  convened 
fim  all  parts  of  this  extended  empire,  at  ?reat 
t*peiise  to  the  nation  and  personal  inconvenience 
t;  the  raerabers.  To  do  what?  To  appoint  a 
CWlector!  Well.  The  Collector  is  appointed 
af»d  the  Senate  are  adjourned  ;  but,  before  many 
oi;  the  members  gel  to  their  distant  homes,  it  is 
arpo«unced  that  the  Distrct  Judge  in  the  Stale  of 
V  rmunt  l^:  dead,  and  that  he  died  while  the  Sen- 
zy  were  m  session  appointing  the  Collector  for 
!V|w  Orleans.  Sir,  where  is  this  expense  and 
pirpjeiity  to  end  ? 

;Mr.  Pre>ident,  if  ihese  ordinary  occasions  illus- 
trate the  incompetency  of  the  reraedV;  as  the 
hinorable  mover  would  restrict  it,  the  extraordi- 
nary.offices  of  public  Ministers  still  more  forcibly 
atid  irresisiibly  illustrate  it. 

fia  the  management  of  the  foreign  affairs  of  a 
gft'atcomitjercial  nation,  having  intercourse  with 
at  the  cona-mercial  Powers  of  the  earth,  in  order 
tc  keep  up  this  intercourse  to  advantage,  and  to 
PV'serve  tlie  relati(»ns  of  peace  and  friendship, 
nnny  agents,  diplormaiic  and  consular,  are  ne- 
c«  ssary.  In  the  appointment  of  these  the  utmost 
St  -recy  ami  despatch  are  oftentimes  of  vital  im- 
p  ftance. 

In  seasons  of  war  everything  may  depend  on 
ti  fxe.  Thf  event  of  a  single  battle  may  present 
a  happy  moment  for  negotiation.  Great  and 
s' Jdeu  changes  are  perpetually  taking  place  in 
t^  f  affairs  of  naiioos.  A  sudden  war  may  break 
oy  between  one  nation  and  another,  between  a 
ft-  eign  Power  and  the  United  States;  and  will 
thl;  honoriible  mover  have  it  tiiat  there  is  no 
p(*wer  in  ihii  Government  competent  to  act  with 
av  the  secrecy  and  promptitude  which  such  an 
erfjergency  might  require? 

po<netimes  it  may  so  happen  that  the  time  for 
Hi  aijuting  a  negot»ittion  may  not  depend  on  our- 
s«.  vets,  but  other  Powers.  Suppose  a  General 
C  iDjjress,  to  treat  of  a  general  peace,  be  agreed 
UyOD.  and  the  United  Slates  are  invited  to  join. 
1  ie,dtlay  incident  to  the  invitation  would  be 
lo  (gienough,  but  if  the  preparatory  steps  are  to 
hi  retarded  until  the  Senate  could  be  called,  it  is 
ni 're  than  probable  that  the  other  Powers  con- 
c^nod  would  not  have  the  patience  to  wait  for 
u\»  Indeed  their  vi«ws  and  situation  might  not 
acini i  of  it, 

li\ 


ra  ,^ii)ner  even  to  conclude  the  preliminary  arli- 
cli  s,  without  a  delay  of  at  least  two  months,  if 
th  '  Senate  happen  not  to  be  in  session!  In  the 
ra,  iOt  time  the  enemy  may  be  reinforced,  or  other 
ctmjies  happen,  ai.d  the  advantageous  moment 
to   -ntl  the  war  be  lost,  perhaps,  forever. 

y  the  late  despatch  from  Lord  Castlereagh  had 
ari»ved  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  as  it  well 
ni(  ,'l»i  have  done,  was  the  President  to  wait  till 
lii;    Senate  could  U;  convened,  without  taking 

;; 
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even  a  preparatory  step?  Must  the  war  be 
waged  two  months  longer,  and  must  the  enemy 
wait  our  own  lime  ? 

Suppose  England  had  in  good  faith  accepted 
the  offered  mediation  of  Russia,  and  that  the  ac- 
ceptance had  been  announced  with  the  offer  to 
us,  were  we  to  wait  until  the  Senate  could  be 
got  together?  Were  two  precious  months  to  be 
lost? 

If  your  citizens  are  in  captivity  in  Algiers — if 
yoijr  seamen  are  unjustly  and  cruelly  confined  in 
a  foreign  port,  and  the  intelligence  happen  to 
arrive  during  the  recess,  the  President  has  not 
even  ihe  power  to  appoint  even  a  Consul  to  go  to 
their  immediate  relief! 

Surrounded  as  we  are  with  Indian  tribes,  if  a 
war  suddenly  break  out,  m  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  there  is  no  power  to  send  a  commissioner 
to  make  explanations  or  to  treat  wiih  the  hostile 
tribe — nor  to  make  friends  with  the  neighboring 
tribes,  but  we  must  wait  unlil  the  Senate  are 
summoned;  and  in  the  mean  lime  those  we 
might  have  gained  over  to  us  are  by  the  delay 
turned  against  us. 

Sir,  the  construction  contended  for  by  the 
honorable  mover,  is  Iraught  with  mischievous 
consequences,  with  evils  and  embarrassments  in- 
calculable. There  is  a  {)assage  in  one  of  the 
numbers  of  the  Federalist  (by  Mr.  Hamilton)  so 
applicable  lo  this  subject,  that  I  will,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Senate,  trouble  ihem  while  I 
read  u — 

"  It  seldom  happens  in  the  negotiations  of  treaties^ 
of  whatever  nature,    but  that   perfect   secrecy  and  im- 
niediale  despatch  are  sometimes  requisite.     They  wh» 
have   turned    their   attention    lo   the    alfairs  of  men, 
must   have   perceived   that  there    are   tiden   in   them. 
'I'ldes  very  irregular   in  their   duration,  strength,  and 
du-ection,  and  seldom  found  to  run  twice  exactly  in 
the  same  manner  or  measure.     To  discern  and  profit 
by  these  tides  in    national    alfairs,   i«  the   business  of 
thosc  who  preside  over  them  ;  and  they  who  have  had 
much   experience   on  this   head   inform    us  that  there 
frequently  are  occasions  when  days,  nay,  when  even 
hours  are  precious.     The  loss  of  a  battle,  the  death  of 
a  Prince,  the  removal  of  a   .Minister,  or  other  circum- 
stances intervening  to  change  the  present  posture  and 
aspect  of  affairs,  may  turn  the  most  favorable  tide  inla 
a  course  opposite  to  our  wishes.     As  in  the  field,  so 
in  the  cabinet,  there  are  momcnU  to  be  seized  as  they 
pass,  and  they  who  preside  m  cither  should   l>e  left  in 
capacity  to  improve  them.     So  often  and  so  essentially 
have  we  heretofore  suffered  from  the  want  of  secrecy 
and  despatch,  that  the  Consutution  would  have  l)een 
inexcusably  defective,  if  no  attention  had  been  paid  lo 
those  objecU.     Those   matters  which  in  negotiations 
usually  require  the  most  secrecy  and  the  most  despatch, 
are  those   preparatory  and   auxiliary  measures  which 
are  not  otherwise  iiiiporUnt,  in  a  national  view,  than 
as  they  tend  to  facihtate  the  attainment  of  the  objecU 
of  the  negotiation." 

I  contend  for  no  more  than,  that  the  President, 
in  the  absence  of  tlie  Senate,  should  possess  the 
power  to  adopt  those  preparatory  and  auxiliary 
measures,  without  which,  to  use  the  language 
of  the  accomplished  statesman  just  quoted,  the 
Constitution  would  have  been  inexcusably  de- 
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fective.  The  mere  appointment  of  an  Ambassa- 
dor or  Minister  is  but  a  preparatory  and  auxiliary 
step  towards  negotiation.  The  material  and  most 
essential  part  is  the  treaty.  It  is  this  which  is 
the  most  important  in  a  national  view.  This 
cannot  he  finally  ratified  and  confirmed,  without 
the  advice  and  con'-ent  of  the  Senate,  and  thai 
too  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present.  If  the  Senate  are  not  in  ses- 
sion when  the  treaty  is  concluded,  they  must  be 
convened;  and  in  most  instances  the  President, 
who  is  always  advised  of  the  progress  and  proba- 
ble issue  of  the  negotiation,  may  so  manage  as  to 
call  the  Senate  and  have  them  in  session  at  or 
about  the  time  the  treaty  arrives.  At  any  rate, 
after  a  treaty  is  signed  a  reasonable  time  is 
always  allowed  for  its  ratification  and  exchange, 
and  in  fixing  thistime  regard  would  alwaysbe  paid 
to  the  distance  and  nature  of  ratifying  powers. 

It  appears  to  me,  then,  that  the  construction 
for  which  I  contend,  to  continue  the  language  of 
the  same  author  just  quoted,  gives  to  negotiations 
every  advantage  which  can  be  derived  from  tal- 
ents, integrity,  and  a  deliberate  investigation  on 
the  one  hand,  and  from  secrecy  and  despatch  on 
the  other.  It  is  a  construction  founded  in  fitness 
and  convenience  and  supported  by  contempora- 
neous interpretation. 

It  has  been  the  practical  construction  of  the 
Constitution  from  the  earliest  stages  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  upon  experience  was  found  to  be 
essential  to  its  due  administration.  It  commenced 
with  General  Washington,  was  continued  by  Mr. 
Adam«;.  and  became  much  more  prevalent  with 
Mr.  Jefferson,  as  appears  by  the  numerous  cases 
to  be  found  in  the  Department  of  State,  and  upon 
the  Executive  Journal  of  the  Senate,  (a) 

The  honorable  mover  has  cited  the  case  of  Mr. 
Monroe  while  Minister  at  the  French  Republic, 
from  the  Life  of  Washington  by  Marshall.  The 
conduct  of  .Mr.  Monroe  had  not  been  satisfactory 
to  General  Washington  ;  at  the  same  time  he  did 
not  wish  to  recall  him.  but  rather  preferred  send- 
ing another  Minister  to  be  associated  with  him. 
The  difficulty  was.  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Monroe  was 
in  the  office,  there  could  be  no  vacancy,  so  as  to 
authorize  the  President  lo  fill  it  up  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate.  This  seems  to  have  been  the 
opinion  of  General  Washington,  and  therefore,  to 
obviate  the  difficulty  and  create  the  vacancy.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  recalled  and  a  successor  appointed  in 
the  recess.     The  case  therefore  does  not  apply. 

As  to  the  form  of  the  commission-*  which  issued 
to  the  Commissioners  named  in  the  resolution,  I 
do  not  attach  so  much  importance  as  the  honor- 
able mover  has  done.  Th«  objection  is,  that  these 
commissions  were  not  limited  to  expire  at  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  but  are  general 
and  without  limitation.  And  the  honorable  mover 
has  read  some  commissions  issued  by  General 
Washington,  to  show  that  he  had  always  introdu- 
ced the  limitation. 

But  It  seems  that  the  honorable  mover  was  mis- 
taken ;  for,  upon  a  more  particular  search,  com- 
missions are  found  wherein  General  Washington 
has  omitted  the  liinitatioD. 


But  what  to  my  mind  is  a  conclusive  answer 
to  this  objection  is,  that  there  \»  no  form  prescri- 
bed by  the  Constitution  or  law,  in  which  com- 
missions are  to  issue,  and  therefore  the  form  de- 
pends upon  the  pleasure  of  the  Executive,  who 
alone  is  authorized  to  issue  them. 

Can  the  addition  or  omission  of  the  limiiatioa 
vary  the  natureofihe  commission  ?  Ifacommis- 
ion  issue  to  A.  appointing  him  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  Slates,  is  it  material  to  say,  lo  hold  the 
same  during  good  behaviour,  or  that  A,  is  invested 
with  all  the  powers  and  entitled  to  all  the  emolu- 
ments of  right  belonging  to  a  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States?     I  apprehend  not. 

I  am  aware,  sir.  that  commissions  usually  issue 
in  some  such  form,  but  the  greater  part  is  empty 
verbiage.  Does  the  judge  derive  the  tenure  of  his 
office  from  the  commission  ?  No.  But  from  the 
Constitution.  Does  he  derive  his  powers  and 
emoluments  from  the  commission  ?  Surely  not. 
But  from  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  He 
derives  nothing  from  the  commission  but  the 
mere  appointment,  which  can  be  made  as  well  in 
three  lines  as  thirty. 

So  if  a  commi.ssion  issue  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  whether  it  express  the  limitation  or  not, 
it  necessarily  expires  at  the  time  limited  by  the 
Constitution  ;  for  it  is  the  Constitution,  not  the 
commission,  that  is  operative  as  to  the  limitation. 

Mr.  President,  it  appears  to  me  that  most  of  the 
arguments  of  the  honorable  mover  proceed  from 
the  abuse,  rather  than  a  just  and  proper  exercise 
of  the  power.  These  are  arguments  which  prove 
too  much.  and.  if  admitted,  would  go  to  take  away 
from  the  Government  all  power.  An  argument 
against  the  abuse  of  a  thing  is  no  argument  against 
the  use  of  it.  If  such  arguments  are  admitted, 
there  is  no  power,  no  institution,  however  sacred, 
which  may  not  be  assailed.  Religion,  the  altar 
Itself,  would  not  be  exempt.  For  we  know  that 
they  afford  masks  for  hypocrites  and  impostors. 

You  have  already,  sir,  given  a  construction  lo 
the  Constitution,  conferring  upon  the  Executive 
a  power  infinitely  more  liable  to  abuse  than  the 
one  m  question,  and  a  construction,  too.  give  me 
leave  to  say.  vastly  more  doubtful  than  that  for 
which  I  contend.  I  refer,  sir,  to  that  power  by 
which  the  President  undertakes  lo  remove  an 
officer,  at  his  pleasure,  without  consulting  the 
Senate.  This  we  know  was  not  Mr.  Hamilton's 
understanding  of  the  Constitution;  and  ue  be- 
lieve that  such  a  construction  would  never  have 
been  put  upon  the  Constitution,  but  for  the  un- 
limited confidence  in  General  Washington.  This 
construction  has  opened  the  door  to  an  abuse 
which  if  practised,  would  virtually  destroy  the 
controlling  power  of  the  Senate  over  appoint- 
ments. The  President  nominates  A,  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg,  to-day,  and  the  nomi- 
nation is  approved  by  the  Senate.  The  Senate 
will  close  tlieir  session  in  a  few  days.  The  Presi- 
dent then  supersedes  A,  and.  it  being  in  the  recess 
appoints  B,  his  particular  favorite,  but  who  would 
not  have  passed  the  Senate.  B.'s  commission 
is  good  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate.   Just  before  the  end  of  the  next  session  the 


i 
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Resident  nominates  C,  who  is  approved  by  the 
{^D^te.  but,  as  soon  as  ilie  Senate  have  adjourned, 
supersedes  C.  and  renews  the  commission  to 
Thus,  by  an  abuse  of  this  power  to  super- 
Jeior  remove,  the  President  may  virtually  de- 
jvethe  Senate  of  their  undoubted  right  to  par- 
Ijpate  in  (he  general  power  of  appointment. 
•Sii,  what  is  the  power  fur  which  I  contend 
C'Jnpared  to  this  power?  A  power  of  all  others 
tlV  n^osl  susceptible  of  abuse;  and  when  abused 


sir,  in  reference  to  the  present  disordered  state  of 

the  body  politic,  when  even  Congress  seem  to 
have  forgotten  themselves,  and  surrendered  their 
powers  (and  even  more)  into  the  hands  of  the 
President — when  ihey  have  made  him  almost  as 
absolute  as  a  Dictator.  But.  I  speak  of  those  rights 
and  powers  which  legitimately  belong  to  him.  ac- 
cording to  the  great  principle  of  the  Constitution. 
The  Senate,  as  an  integral  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, are  more  permanent  and  independent. 


lO^t  cruel  engine  of  proscription  and  oppression.  '  The  individual  men)bers  are  chosen  for  a  longer 


lai  is  it,  compared  to  the  power  to  recall  your 
Jc*ei^n  Ministers  at  pleasure;  to  receive  all  for- 
ei,  n  -Ministers;  to  dismiss  foreign  .Ministers;  to 
ail  .nijwled^j^e  the  sovereignty  and  independence 
ot  foffeign  Governments;  to  instruct  your  own 
M  nijters; — what  is  it,  compared  to  the  power  to 
re;  vc\  a  treaty  ? 

'  f  hese  are  all  powers  which  the  President  con- 
ft;  ^edly  possesses.  Powers  involving  the  relations 
op  peace  and  war,  and  every  interest  which  de- 
pt  (d;j  upon  foreign  connexion  and  intercourse. 
P;  'jvers  compared  to  which  the  one  in  question 
sii  His  into  utter  insignificance. 


term.  If  the  President  abuses  his  powers  in  a 
manner  amounting  to  a  misdemeanor,  he  is  liable 
to  impeachment,  and  this  body  constitutes  the 
High  Court  which  is  to  try  him,  and.  if  convict- 
ed, which  is  to  remove  him  from  office.  VV^hen. 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Senate  are  permanent  and 
independent,  as  an  integral  body,  they  are  answer- 
able to  no  power  on  earth,  but  a  revolutionary 
power. 

In  ordinary  limes,  therefore,  the  danger  is,  that 
the  Senate  will  encroach  upon  the  Executive, 
and  not  the  Executive  upon  the  Senate  ;  that  the 
stronger  will  trench  upon  the  weaker,  and  not 


^nd  docf  it  follow  that  the  President  ought  not     the  weaker  upon  the  stronger  power. 


t(fi!have  these  extraordinary  powers,  because,  in 
xU  hands  uf  wicked  and  unprincipled  men.  they 
ni^  y  be  abused?  Does  it  follow,  because  the  Pres- 
id.Tnt.may  »ashly  reject  an  honorable  and  advan- 
laTeuus  treaty,  and  thereby  involve  the  nation  in 
ultrictions  and  war,  that  therefore  the  President 
oi^hi  to  have  no  concern  in  the  treaty-making 
p^er  ?     Does  it  follow,  because  a  President  may 


Mr.  Presideni,  I  would  be  the  last  man  upon 

this  tioor,  knowingly,  to  surrender  any  one  power 

which  the  Constitution  has  deposited  here.     I  am 

too  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this 

branch  ol  the  Government.     I  believe  it  to  be  the 

sheet  anchor  of  the  Constitution  and  the  bulwark 

of  our  liberties.     It  is  this  nation's  best  and  last 

hope.     When  the  other  ramparts  of  the  Consli- 

pi^uianily  dismiss  a  foreign  Minister,  and  thereby     tuiion  shall  have  been  broken  down,  here  will  be 

bi^ak  off' an  important  negotiation,  that  therefore  ,  made  the  last  stand  against  the  assaults  of  party 

ought  not  to  be  intrusted  with  such  a  power  ?  |  spirit  and  the  storms  of  faction. 

I  regret  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (.Mr.  Bibb.)  in  his  concluding  remark, 
should  have  made  an  intimation  calculated  to 
take  this  discussion  off  its  true  abstract  ground. 
I  have  treated  it,  after  the  example  of  the  honor- 
able mover,  as  an  abstract  question,  and  so  it  ought 
to  be  treated.  I  do  not  see  that  inconsistency  in 
the  conduct  of  the  honorable  mover,  which  has 
been  imputed  to  him  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia.  The  honorable  mover  had  said  noth- 
ing against  the  expediency  of  the  mission, nor  the 
fitness  of  commissioners.  There  is  now  no  ques- 
tion about  the  regularity  of  the  proceeding,  after 
the  nominations  were  submitted  de  novo  to  the 
Senate.  The  question  only  relates  to  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Executive  in  the  recess,  which  is 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ing of  the   Senate.     The  question  involved  is  a 


iie  will  not  receive  a  foreign  Minister,  and  ac- 
iwledge  a  foreign  Government,  in  every  case 
^ere  the  public  interest  requires  it.  does  it  follow 
U  he  ouijht  not  to  have  the  power  to  do  so  at 

fWhat  is  the  power  for  which  I  contend  ?  A 
^re;  power  to  make  temporary  appointments 
rem  the  ijeneral  power  is  not  in  capacity  to  act. 
1'iiis  is  deriied.  But.  when  the  agent  is  once  ap- 
p^nted.  it  IS  admitted  that  when  he  is  to  act.  how 
h^i^  to  at!l.  what  he  is  to  do,  his  instructions,  his 
c  ijrespondence — all  depend  upon  the  Executive 
plJ-asure.  In  short,  when  the  agent  is  once  con- 
sd  u{ed,  you  surrender  him  up  to  the  President. 
\«;h'  everything  elie  that  is  vital  on  the  subject 
orineigotiation  or  foreign  intercourse. 


ni' 


Jefore  I  concludf>,  Mr.  President,  permit  me  to 
ri4i)a;rk,  that  the  Constitution  has  wisely  divided 
Iff  fiowers:of  the  G(|)vernment  among  the  several 
d  jpahmenis.  taking  care  to  adapt  each  depart- 
n\ai  to  th<-  powers  assigned  it;  that  it  is  highly 
iiipGTtant  that  every  department  should  maintain 
il<  pjwers  free  froip  encroachment,  and  unim- 
;red.  . 

^Vhile.  therefore,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Senate 

Jefend  their  rights  and  powers,  let  the  Senate 

[e  <»are  that  they  do  not  encroach  upon  the  rights 

power*  of  the  Executive.     Let  it  be  remem- . 

»ed  that  the  Executive  is  constitutionally  the 


question  of  general  power,  not  coodned  to  this 
particular  case. 

NoTi  BT  Mr. 


Ho 


RSIT. 


{a)  The  followine  list  of  original  appointment* 
of  .Ministers,  Secretaries  of  liCgation,  Consula,  and 
other  otFicers,  made  by  the  several  Presidents  of  the 
L'nited  States,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  shows  what 
has  been  the  practical  construction  of  the  Constitution 
from  the  year  1792  : 

June,  1792. — John  Paul  Jones,  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary, to  negotiate  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Algiers. 
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tentiary,  to  ne^i^ate  a  renewal  of  the  trMty  with 

Sweden. 

DecemlH>r  31,  1799. — Rufus  King,  Commissioner,  to 
negotiate  an  explanatory  article  in  relation  to  the  sixth 
arliclo  of  the  treaty  of  1794. 

1801. — James  Wilkinson.  Benjamin  Hawkins,  and 
Andrew  Pickens,  Commissioners,  to  treat  with  the 
Cherokee*,  Chickasaws,  Choctaws,  and  Creeks,  con- 
cerning a  road,  with  a  view  to  open  a  communication 
between  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Tennessee  and  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

June,  1H02. — Rufus  King,  Commissioner,  to  negoti- 
ate an  additional  article  in  relation  to  the  boundaries 
between  the  United  States  and  certain  parts  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

April    18,  1803. — James  .Monroe,  Commissioner  to 


upon  in  aupport  of  the  honorable  mover's  resolutions, 
is,  to  say  the  least,  of  doubtful  application,  if  it  has  any 
application  at  all.  The  case  was,  George  Read,  a  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  Delaware,  resigned  his  scat  on 
the  IMih  day  of  September,  1793,  and  during  the  recess 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  State.  That  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  met  in  January,  and  adjourned  in  Febru- 
ary, 1795,  without  making  any  appointment.  That, 
upon  the  19lh  March,  and  subsequent  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Legislature,  Keiisey  Johfls  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor  to  till  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  .Mr.  Read. 

The  Senate  decided  that  Mr.  Johns  was  not  entitled 
to  his  seat ;  not  upon  the  ground  that  no  vacancy  had 
happened  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  but  upon 
the  ground  that  a  session  of  the  Legislature  had  inter- 
Read  and  the 


Spain,  to  treat  of  and  concerning  the  boundaries  of  j  vened  between  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Read  and  ihi 
Louisiana,  and  the  cession  of  adjoining  territories,  &c.  |  appointment  of  .Mr.  Johns  by  the   Executive.      This 

decision  was  probably  correct,  under  the  third  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides, 
that,  "If  vacancies  happen  [in  the  seats  of  Senators] 


1801. —  William   R.  Davie,  Commissioner,  to  hold  a 
treaty  between  North  Carolina  and  the  Tuscaroras. 

October  1,  1808.— William  Short,  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the   Court  of  St.  Petersburg.     Mr.  S.  was  j 
rejected  hy  the  Senate,  not  upon  the  ground  that  the 
President  had  no  right  to  appoint  him  in  the  recess,  | 
but  that  it  was  then  inexpedient  to  send  a  Minister  to 
Russia.  I 

May  12.  1801. — Thomas  Sumpter,  Secretary  of  Le-  , 
gation  to  France. 

August  13,  1801. — John  Graham,  Secretary  of  Le- 
gation to  Spain. 

June.  1792. — John  Paul  Jones,  Consul  to  Algiers.  ' 

March  27,  1799.— James  Read,  Vice  Consul  to  ' 
Canton.  { 

June  2,  1801. — Edw.  Jones,  Commercial  Agent  to  [ 
Guadaloupe.  \ 

June  2,  1801. — Thomas  Abom,  ditto  to  Cayenne.       , 

June  3,  1801. — John  J.  Murray,  ditto  to  Glasgow.       , 

June    10,  1801.— James  Blake,  ditto  to  .\ntwerp. 

July  1,  1801.— Joseph  Pulis,  ditto  to  .MalU.  | 

.\nd  many  other  like  cases.  | 

1801. — Sundry  marshals  and  district  attorneys,  whose  ^ 
offices  were  created  by  the  act  for  the  more  convenient  i 
organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  passed 


by  resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Legislature  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  may 
make  temporary  appointments,  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  which  tshall  //i«"«  fill  such  vacancies." 
This  ca.se  is  rather  against  the  gentleman  who  cited 
it,  (Mr.  Wills.)  It  shows  that  the  Constitution  has 
not  received  a  strict  interpretation,  according  to  the 
letter.  For,  if  such  had  been  the  construction,  the  va- 
cancy of  Mr.  Read,  after  a  session  of  the  Legislature 
had  intervened,  could  not  have  been  filled,  even  by  the 
Legislature,  and  the  Slate  must  have  lost  one  of  its 
Senators.  The  letter  of  the  Constitution  is  peremp- 
tory, that  the  Legislature  at  their  next  meeting  after 
the  vacancy  happens  shali  then  fill  it. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  motion  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 


Monday,  April  4. 

Mr.  Gore    presented    the  memorial   of  Israel 
Thorndike,  of  Beverly,   in  the  State  of  Massa- 
thelinh  February,  1801,  but  which  gave  no  power  to  i  chusells,  praying  to  be  allowed    the  drawback  of 
the  President  to  make  the  appointments  in  the  recess.  '  dutie-*  on  certain  goods  exported  in  his  ship,  called 


1801. — District  attorney,  marshal,  and  sundry  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  whose 
offices  were  created  by  the  act  concerning  the  District 
of  Columbia,  passed  the  27lh  February,  1801,  and 
which  gave  no  power  to  the  President  to  make  the 
appointments  during  the  recess. 

Care  has  been  taken  to  put  down  no  cases  on  this 


the  Hope,  as  is  stated  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Naviga- 
tion Company,   and    their    successors,  a    lot   of 


list  but  what  are  unequivocally  original  missions  or  :  ground,"  was  read  the  second  time 


appointments,  instituted  by  the  several  Presidents  dur- 
ing the  rect'ss  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  Isl  of  January, 
1791,  advising  the  President  to  take  such  measures  as 
he  should  deem  proper  for  the  redemption  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates  in  captivity  at  Algiers,  read 
by  the  honorable  mover,  not  to  justify,  but  to  explain 
the  appointment  of  John  Paul  Jones,  it  is  believed,  has 
no  material  bearing  on  the  question — 1.  Because  the 
resolution  gives  no  authority  to  appoint  a  .Minister; 
a.  Because  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  advise  and  oon- 
sent  to  the  appointment  of  public  .Ministers  cannot  be 
delegated  ;  3.  Because  no  appointment  wa-s  made  until 
June,  1792,  seventeen  months  after  the  date  of  the 
resolution,  after  a  session  of  the  Senate  had  intervened. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  pay 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,"  was  resumed  ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Gaillard,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon'. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
distribution  thereof;"  also,  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  renewal  of  a  land  warrant  to  George 
Shannon  ;  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 


[blest  branch  of  the  Government.     1  speak  not,  ,      June  1,  1797. — John  l^.  Adams,  Minister  Plenipo 


The  case  of  Mr.  Johna,  also  cited,  and  much  relied  ]  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  the  further  coasid- 
eraijS^n  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Jreasur)  lo  subscribe  in  behall  ol  the  Uoiteil 
Sta^^  tor  seven  humlred  and  tifiy  shares  in  the 
capri^il  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canli  Compjuiy,  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day fi  November  next. 

I'i-  Senate  resonned.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whje.  the  biil  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
ibe  -AKk  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  ;  and 
the  insideraiion  there.of  was  further  postponed 
to.  as!  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Saturday 
next* 

T^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wh^'.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
an  a-^ijitional  .Military  Academy. 

Oi^  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  further 
con.\'5|eraiion  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
.MooJ;y  in  November  next,  it  was  determined  in 
me  «'ljrmative — yeas  17.  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Yifi — Messrs.  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Uerman, 
Gilm;Tj  (ioldsborough,  IJore,  Howell,  Hunter,  King, 
Lamt^,  Ma«on,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Varnum, 
and  >£-IU. 

N*"^  — Me8«r»».  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb 
of  Gej^?ia,  Ureiit,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gailiard, 
GiJe8,44orsey,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner, 
and  Vy  ^rthmgtoti. 

TlA  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whcfv  ihe  corisideratioh  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  f  J  the  bejter  organization  of  the  courts  of 
the  l^iited  Spates  within  the  Stale  of  New 
Yorki' 

Or^rinotion  nf  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 
consiijralion  (hereof  b^  [)osiponed  to  the  first 
MoD.>^y  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  n^fative.  And  no  amendment  having  been 
offerti  tJie  bill,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


it 


Tuesday,  April  5. 

Tly  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  renewal  of  a 
land  4  Arrant  to  George  Shannon,"  was  read  the 
secon|  tjme,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
point.jl  the  4tlL  of  February,  on  the  memorial  of 
Thon*s  Coopt;r  and  others,  to  consider  and  re- 
port i]  lereon.    ; 

Mr.  BbiOwn  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Thorii  lOD,  Superintendent  of  the  Patent  Office, 
prayi,  ;  an  increase  of  salary,  and  other  regula- 
tions 1  ri-lation  to  saidoffice.  as  is  stated  in  the  me- 
moria,  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
corani  ttqe,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Brown.  Varnt.m. 
and  A  Ae>ON,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Thif  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  a  sub- 
script^.n  for  tl.e  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  thj  dfstribution  ther^'of  was  read  the  second 
lime, ,  fld  referred  to  a  },eiect  committee,  to  con- 
sider ^  id  report  ihereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts. 
ChacJ,  and  CiiLts,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittej 

Mr.JLiACOCK.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referr,  J  :he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
establi  h  certain  post  roads.''  reported  il  with 
amen;  ments. 


Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  certain  claims 
therein  mentioned;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of 
James  Lloyd  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole-,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  auihorizint^ 
the  appointment  of  certain  officers  for  the  Hotilla 
service;  and  Mr.  Gaillard  submitted  sundry 
amendments  to  the  bill.  On  motion,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  bill, entitled  ''An  act  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  wuhin 
the  State  of  Ntw  York,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  21,  nays  0, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Brown, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin.  Gaillard,  iioie,  Horaey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  .Mason,  Morrow,  RobcrU, 
RobiiiBon,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  WelU. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chace, German,  Lacock,  Smith,  Var- 
num and  Worthington. 

So  It  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass. 

The  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Gore,  as  is 
slated  on  the  7th  of  February,  was  resumed  ;  and. 
on  motion  by  .Mr.  Mason,  the  consideration  there- 
of further  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  fur,  Thursday  next. 

The  resolution  fixing  the  time  for  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress  was  re- 
sumed ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the 
consider.ition  thereof  was  further  postponed  to, 
and  made  llie  order  of  the  day  lor.  Saturday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  augmentation  of  the  marine  corps,  together 
with  tlie  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly  ;  and  it  was  ordered  lo  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenlatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a 
bill.  entilJed  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers ;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
ot  the  Senate. 

The  bill  la>t  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
vV  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  lessen  ihe 
compensation  for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
therein  mentioned  ;  and.  after  debate,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postfwned  to.  and  male 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ihe  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  final  ad- 
justment of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Loui^ana 
and  Territory  of  Missouri ;"  and.  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Fromentin,  the  further  consideration  ihere- 


725 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


726 


April,  1814. 


Proceedinga. 


Senate. 


of  was   postponed  to,  and  naade  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Seth  Russell  and  Sons,"  was  re- 
sumed ;  and.  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, il  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  ThebiH 
was  then  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Savage;"  and. 
no  amendment  having  been  offered,  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading.  The  bill  was  then  read 
a  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Chevers;"and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly. — The  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Kentucky,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prolong  the  charters  of 
the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
lo  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  the  pe- 
tition of  William  Simmons,  presented  the  14th  of 
March,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise: 
and  Messrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Varnum,  and 
S.MiTH,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  directing  the 
disposition  of  money  paid  into  the  courts  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
ihe  negative;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '"An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Girard;"  and,  an 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
•'An  act  concerning  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  in  ihe  Navy  of  the  United  States." 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 


Wednesday,  April  6. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Dennis  Clark,"  reported  ii  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  enlitled  "An  act  lor  the  re- 
newal of  a  land  warrant  to  George  Shannon," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Baou'N.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming 


certain  claim.s  lo  lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory, 
and  providing  for  their  location."  reported  il  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Gaillard,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  stale  of  the  public 
buildings,  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
oiherwise;  and  Messrs.  Gaillard,  Giles,  and 
SMttu.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  directing  the  disposition  of  money 
paid  into  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tlie  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Chever.s,'"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  commitiee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20, 
nays  4,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Chace,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  Giles,  Gilman.  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Howell, 
Hunter,  I^ambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Varnum,  Wells,  and   Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Condit,  Morrow, 
and  Turner. 

So  It  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  augmentation  of  the 
marine  corps  was  read  a  third  time  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Fromentin,  was  nmended  by  unani- 
mous consent ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the 
title  was  amended. 

Reaolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ''An  act  authorizing  the  ausmentatioo 
of  the  marine  corps,  and  for  other  pur|)Oses." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners."  was  read  the  second  lime  ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Lloyd  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  Stale  lo 
liquidate  certain  claims  therein  mentioned  was 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri," 
together  wiih  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and,  the  amendments 
having  been  further  amended,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and.  oa 
the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  re>umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  fixing  the 
salary  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  and  allow- 
ing a  sum  for  the  employment  of  additional  clerks 
in  his  office  for  the  year  1814,  and  sundry  amend- 
ments having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton. on  his  motion,  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  appoiDtment  of  certain  officers  for  the  flotilla 
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servje,  together  with  the  amendmenls  proposed  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authoriziow 
ther;  jo;  and,  Mr.  Smith  having  proposed  a  fur-  the  appointment  of  certain  officers  for  the  flotilla 
thei,  irrtendment,  on  motion,  the  Senate  then  ad-    service,  together  with  the  amendments  proposed 


ed. 


Thursday.  April  7. 

Mt'  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  |efrrred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authoriz- I 
ing        sruhscnption    for    the    laws  of  the  United  , 
Siat^  -i  and  for  the  distribution  thereof."  reported 
it  W[;hcut  amendmeui. 

Or  motion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  committee  to 
who!i  were  referred  tjtie  memorials  of  William 
H.irr  4nd  others,  non-rfsident  proprietors  of  lands 
and  ;  io«ses  \n  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  subject 
of  tl  '  direct  iax,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther i  consideration  of  the  said  memorials,  and 
they"  ivere  postponed  tin  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cemf-  rr  next. 

Ofi  motion;  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  committee 
appo4ued  the  12th  January  to  inquire  into  the 
expe|iency  of  making  further  provision  by  law 
relatt'e  to  thy  jurgfs  to  be  summoned  to  attend 
the  t:^urts  of  jhe  United  States  were  discharged. 

T,^'  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  t«e  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State 
of  Ijfuisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  having 
beer)4  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grosi'd,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  iassed. 

Mt  Lacocj:  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 

ParLir  and  otiiers,  woollen  manufacturers  of  Phil- 

adel*)ia.  praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted  ' 

ourage    the    manufactures   of   the   United 

-.  and  s(;cure  them  from  the  injuries  which 

rise  from   the   recent  changes  in    Europe;     Souse  acToTdmgly. 

he  petit.un  was  read    and  referred    to  the        q^  the  quest.o,,.  Shall  this   bill  be  enaro^sed 

Conlnitteeoa  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and     -,,,i  -„.j  -\h;„i   ,iL^  ,    ,V,  °^  engrossea 

£   .1  i     I  7i  .1  *""^  read  a  tniru  time  as  amended  7  it  wa<  iletpr. 

rt-poft;  thereoji   by  bill  or  otherwise.  „  •„  a       .u      tc  amcuucu  «   u  wa>  ueier- 

tT.  k.ii  .  ■•  .^.  i„        .1        k     .         r  .L     L     I  niined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16  navs  7  as  fo  . 

i 'le  bill  tt»  prolong  the  charters  of  the  banks  i   „  '  >  "**>'  'i  *»  'oi- 

.1  '   t\    .     ».     c  r^   I       L  .■  lows: 

in  tt|  J  Uistric.t  ol  t/olumbia,  upon  certain  condi 


to  e 
Stat 
may 

and 


thereto;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On   the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  strike  out 
from  section  one,  line  4,  the  word  ''captains,"  and 
insert  "  masters  commandant,"  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  11,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  German,  Gilman,  Gold»borough, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Stone,  Var- 
num,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb  of  Georgia, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  King, 
Lacock,  .Morrow,  Roberts.  Robinson,  Tail,  Taylor,  and 
Turner. 

And.  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aq 
act  suppleiiientary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served 
in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Chace,  it  was  agreed  to 
reconsider  the  vote;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
WoRTHi.NGTON,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of. the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
Georgetown  with  water;  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President   reported  tt  to  the 


Ykas— Messrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Fromentin,  Gail- 
lard,  German,  Gilman,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lacock,  Lambert,  Mason,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Smith, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Stone,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 


tion  i  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
sele'  commntee.  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 
and  Mtfssrs.  Bibb,  of  Kentucky.  Tait.  Chace. 
Dac  ,ett,  ami  Taylor,  were  appointed  the  cora- 
miti   e.  i 

O,  .lered,  'Fhat  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  , 
Gohfc.  as  is  stated  on  the  7ih  March,  be  postponed 
to,  a,  d  madej  the  ord^r  of  the  day  for.  Monday  | 
next^  !  ^r. 

OMered,  That  the  bill  to  lessen  thecompensa-  should  ask  leave  to"bring  in  a  bill  to  erant  dona- 
tion tor,  marshals,  clerks  and  attorneys,  therein  ,ion  rights  to  certain  claimants  of  land  in  Louis- 
menloned,  \n\  postponed  to.  and  made  the  order  '-'•juia 

of  tiL  day  foil,  Saturday  next. 

Ml  Tuhne'-s  submitted  the  following  motion, 
whiiii  was  reid  and  parsed  to  the  second  reading  : 

Avf'AW.  That  two  doltars  a  day  be  paid,  out  of  the  ^    ..,,   „.„,,  „,    y^uiuiuruiL^fr  lor 

conlj|gcnt  fun.),  to  each  of  the  messengers  of  the  Sen-     the  War   and    Navy   Departments  was  read   the 
ate  f;  ■(   iheir  sfer^ices  during  the   present  session  of    second  time. 


Friday.  April  S. 
Fromenti.n  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 


lana. 


The  resolution  for  increasing  the  compensation 
of  the  messengers  of  the  Senate,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  creating  the  office  of  Comptroller  for 


M  ,  Worthingto!«.  from  the  Committee  on 
Mill]  iry  Afrai--s,  reported  a  bill  creating  the  office 
ol  C;  >mipirolltjr  for  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
men,  ^ ;  which:  was  read,  and  passed. 


Senat*  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  )  third  time,  and  passed 


Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Malcolm,"  reported  it  with  amendment. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  cer- 
tain officers  for  the  Hotilla  service,  was  read  a 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,'  and  so 
much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  goods,    wares,  and    merchandise,  of  the 


▼eying  •  cargo  of  ti«vd  and  miliUry  atore*  to  the  Dey 

of  Algiers,  in  pursuance  of  an  existing  treaty  between 
that  Regency  and  the  United  States  of  America.  That 
the  port  of  departure,  the  place  of  deblinalion.  and  the 
time  allowed  for  loading  and  unloading,  were  all  speci- 
fied and  agreed  to,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  refer- 
ence to  the  charter  party.  That  in  consequence  of 
terms   more   favorable   to  the  Government  than  those 


growth,  produce,  or  manulacture  ot  Ureat  tJrit-  |  g^^^  stipulated  bv  the  contracting  parties  for  the  freight, 
ain  or  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  depen-  ^^^  owners,  Bov»ie  &  Kurtz  and  others,  were  permit- 
dencies  thereof,  or  of  any  place  or  country  in  the 


a  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
Williamson  and   Thomas 


actual  possession  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  other 
purposes  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  lime 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  ;''  a  bill,  entitled 
'•An  act  for   the   relief  of  Jarvis  Cutler;"  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  militia  slain,  and  for  militia  disabled  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  land^ 
in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the 
river  Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
W.  Crowninshield," 
the  relief  of  John  P. 
Rice  ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the   collection    and    preservation   of  such  flags, 
standards,  and  colors,  as  shall  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  taken  by  the  land  and  naval  forces 
of  iheUniled|Statesfrom  their  enemies;"  in  whicli 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  eight  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Ou  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Robert  E. 
Cochran  ;  also,  of  the  heir.^;  of  Leonard  Ja'vis, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  Georgetown  with  water,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  fixing  the 
salary  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  and  allow- 
ing a  sum  for  the  employment  of  additional 
clerks  in  his  office  for  the  year  1S14,  together 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 


SHIP  ALLEGANY. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROLGH,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Bowie  and 
Kurtz,  and  oihtrs,  made  report,  which  was  read. 
He  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie 
and  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  on  the  twentieth  of  January,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  Richard  Forrest,  as 
agent  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  chartered  the 
ship  Allegany,  (Captain  Ebenezer  Evelith,)  of  the 
hou*e  of  Bowie  &.  Kuril  and  others,  of  Georgetown, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 


ted,   by   the   President  of  the  United  States,  to  put  on 
board  of  the  ship  Allegany  a  small  adventure  of  their 
own,   adapted   to   the   markets   in  the  .Mediterranean, 
consisting  of  coffee,  spices,  &c.     That  the  cargo  con- 
tracted  to  be  delivered  at  Algiers  to  the  agent  of  the 
United  Slates  arrived  in  good  lime,  order,  and  condi- 
tion, conformably  to  contract.     That  the  Dey  of  Al- 
giers, being  displeased   at  some  part  of  the  assortment 
of  the  cargo,  refused  to  receive  it ;  in  consequence  of 
which  refusal,  Captain  Evelith  was  prevented  from  un- 
lading   and  dehvering  the  cargo.     That  this  fact  took 
place  in  the  view  and  with  the  knowledge  of  Colonel 
Tobias  Lear,  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  at 
Algiers,  and  consignee  of  the  Allegany's  cargo.     That 
Colonel    Lear  conversed  with  Captain  Evelith  on  the 
subject  the    next  day  after  the  occurrence,  and  at  the 
same  lime  informed  him  (Captain  Evelith)  of  the  order 
of  the    Dey,  that  he,  the  Consul  General  and  family, 
together   with  all   the    Americans  at  .\lgiers,  and  the 
ship  .\llegany,   cargo   and   crew,    should   depart   and 
leave  the  port  of  Algiers  in  three  days,  under  penalty 
of  slavery  to  the  persons,  and  confiscation  of  the  ship 
and  cargo.    That,  in  consequence  of  this  order.  Colonel 
Lear,   having   no    other  alternative,  directed  Captain 
Evelith  to  have  bin  ship  ready  to   receive  the   passen- 
gers on  board,  and  to  sail  by  the  limited  time.     That 
in    this  stale    of  coercion.  Captain  Evelith  could  not 
hesitate  to  obey  the  directions  of  Colonel  Lear,  regard- 
ing him    as   the    Consul   General    and    agent  for   the 
Government   of  the    United    States,  placed  in  a  most 
critical   and    disastrous  situation,  and  accordingly  re- 
plied  to   Colonel   Lear  that  he  must  obey  bis  orders  ; 
declaring  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  should  con- 
sider   the    vessel    as   abandoned   to   the  service  of  the 
United  States,   and   himself  under  the   commands  of 
Colonel  Lear.     That,  upon  the  departure  of  the  Alle- 
gany from  Algiers,  Colonel  Lear,  influenced  as  he  very 
properly  was  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  interesU  of  the 
United    States,  and   by  general  important  commercial 
considerations,  ordered   the    ship    to  Gibraltar.     The 
Allegany  arrived   at   Gibraltar  on  the  4th  of  August, 
and,  remaining  there  untU  the  8th  following,  the  ship 
and  cargo  were  then  seized,  in  consequence  of  the  ar- 
rival  of  intelligence  of  the  declaration  of  war  by  the 
United  States  against  Great  Britain  ;  and  on  the  30th 
of  December  next  after,  they  were  condemned,  and  the 
crew  imprisoned. 

Upon  this  undisputed  statement  of  facts,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  contract  was  completely 
and  satisfactorily  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of 
the  ship  Allegany,  but  that  the  United  States  failed  to 
perform  theirs;  from  which  the  owners  sustained  the 
entire  loss  of  their  contemplated  voyage  up  the  Medi- 
terranean. That  Colonel  Lear,  in  the  orders  given  to 
Captain  Evelith  to  hold  his  ship  ready  to  receive  his 
family  and  the  .American  citizens  under  his  protection 
on  hoard,  and  to  sail  at  a  given  time,  must  be  consid- 
ered as  the  agent  of  ihe  United  States,  acting  in  their 
behalf.     That  the  abandonment  of  the  ship  Allegany, 
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•w\x  r  hff  owntre'  adventure,  by  Captain  Evelith  to  the 
l);  leti  Statfjf,  was  prcper  and  discreet ;  because  the 
•hi  was  to  jlie  totally  diverted  from  her  destined 
COM  we,  in  riojation  of  express  orders,  and  to  the  dam- 
age of  her  ^'wner« ;  to  which  violation  no  other  con- 
udi  atjon  coiild  have  induced  Captain  Evelith  to 
arSi^'  but  thwt  of  the  ertremc  necessity  of  the  case,  to 
the  Con.-^l  OeneraJ  and  his  family,  together  with 
mber  of'  Americai.  citizens,  from  the  horrors  of 
rine  slavjjry,  and  to  rescue  property  of  the  United 
i*tr  'S,  ti>  a  (fmsiderabte  amount,  from  certain  loss. 
ThJ  |,  from  th^*  statemeut  of  Colonel  Lear  himself,  as 
we;  ,a«  from  |hat  of  Captain  Evelith,  there  was  sub- 
afa.  nally  a  p«jrfect  undca-standin?  between  them,  that 
the  hi{>  am!  i.adventure.  were  abandoned  by  Captain 
Ev^  ,ih  to  theJ  United  Suteis,  at  the  time  that  he  sub- 
mii^d  himseljf  to  the  direction  of  Colonel  Lear;  and 
the'  estmatior  of  the  Allegany  to  Gibraltar,  under  the 
din'  tion  of  (Jolonel  Lear,  was  exclusively  for  objectg 
of  H  ea|  national  interest. 

1  Gibraltar  was  considered  the  best  place  to  dis- 
pos,  '  of  the  c<irgo  of  the  United  States  to  most  ad- 
varii  l)!;c. 

2  Gibraltar;  was  «upi)Osed  by  the  Consul  General 
to  (,  '  the  bts'i  station  from  which  to  ^ivc  the  earliest 
and  nopt  effe«ilive  intel(ifi:ence  of  the  recent  rupture 
wit;  ;  Algiers,  for  the  protection  of  American  com- 
n»er  f  i>n  tho.v  seas  ;  ar;d, 

il;  It.was  Ijighly  neciissary  for  Colonel  Lear  to  go 
to  (ibraltar,  aU  the  UniU-d  States'  cargo  on  board  was 
his  niy  deptpdence  to  meet  the  bills  he  had  drawn 
on  Jil^raltar  /rom  the  money  he  had  obtained  from 
Jacv  >  Cocn  Itacii  of  Al^'iers.  to  pay  off  the  balance  of 
the    -ni^uities  tlaimed  by  the  Dry. 

Ii  sppears  t<>  the  committee,  that  the  equity  of  the 
claii  ,  iK  streriijthcned  bv  the  consideration,  that  from 
the'  at^  of  thtj  charter-pfrrty,  (20th  January,  IHVZ,)  it 
is  C'ftdent  that  the  owners  had  no  reason  at  that  time 
to  >prtehen.l  a  war;  iij  consequence  of  which,  the 
frei^t  contracted  for  w^s  at  a  peace  value.  But  be- 
fore ;he,  Alleu'^ny  sailed,  an  embargo  had  been  laid,  on 
the  ,th:of  Apyl,  in  contvmplation  of  war;  and  on  the 
27tl  fotlowinq;,  a  special  act  was  passed  to  permit  the 
dep.  ture  o»  vessels  chitrtered  by  the  United  States. 
Uii  tttis  proiipect  of  war,  the  owners  were  bound  by 
thei,  contract;;  in  consevjuence  of  v*hich,  express  or- 
dert-  ivere  given,  in  case  of  war,  to  sell  the  ship  Alle- 
gan; at  all  events,  rather  than  incur  the  risk  of  re- 
tun  ,ig.  The  intended' destination  of  the  Allegany 
wao  \jch  as  to  have  enabled  the  captain  to  have  availed 
him  If  of  the^e  orders,  but  the  change  made  in  his 
rouf(  by  the  events  at  Algiers,  and  the  commands  of 
the  .  (jeot  of  the  United  l-^tates,  prevented  it,  and  threw 
the  hij)  into  the  immediate  power  of  the  enemy,  by 
goirii    into  an  vnemy's  pl'rt. 

I  ider  thi«  jview  of  the  subject,  the  committee  do 
not  ^'sitate  torecommend  the  claim  of  the  memorial- 
ists r  ',  the  profjipt  indemnity  of  Congress,  as  they  con- 
sidei  it  clearli-  and  unetjuivocally  foundtd  upon  the 
souh  ^est  principles  of  justice  and  propriety. 

T'  ev,  therefore  beg  leave  to  present  a  bill  for  their 
reli*,      : 

REPEAL  t)F  THE  EMBARCJO. 
V  hen  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiv(,  to  repeal  the  embargo,  non-importation  &c. 
h;i('  htvn  reasj  a  first  lime,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr^\NnER5?i;iN.  that  ibe  u^ual  rules  of  proceeding 
be  •spensed  with  by  general  consent,  and  the  bill 
'be  '<  a  1  a  second  time  this  day. 


Repeal  of  the  Embargo. 
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[This  coarse  requires,  by  a  rule  of  the  Senate, 
an  unanimous  consent.] 

Objection  was  made  to  thiscourse  by  Mr.  Smith, 
and  alterwards  by  others. 

Mr.  Ki.NG  suggested  to  the  gentleman  the  expe- 
diency of  withdrawing  his  opposition  to  the  course 
proposed.  If  the  bill  should  pass,  was  it  not  de- 
sirable, he  suggested,  that  it  should  pass  as  speed- 
ily as  possible. 

Mr.  S.MiTH  declined  withdrawing  his  opposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Horsey  conceived  that  if  the  bill  did  pass, 
as  no  doubt  it  would,  it  would  be  of  the  highest 
advantage  to  the  mercantile  interest  that  it  .should 
pass  speedily.  He  therefore  moved,  though  with 
much  regret,  to  dispense  with  that  rule  of  the 
Senaie  which  requires  that  bills  shall  receive  their 
three  several  readings  on  different  days. 

Mr.  Daggeit  said  he  hoped  that  rule  would  not 
be  suspended.  It  had  been  dispensed  with  when 
the  embargo  law  passed,  much  against  his  consent; 
and  he  could  not  consent  to  suspend  it  now.  even 
when  a  repeal  of  that  measure  uaa  in  contempla- 
tion. 

•Mr.  Fromentin  said  he  could  not  see  so  urgent 
a  necessity  for  the  prompt  passage  of  this  bill  as 
to  require  the  suspension  of  the  rule.  It  was  now 
well  known  everywhere  that  this  measure  was  in 
agitation  ;  and.  whether  the  bill  should  pass  to-dav 
or  to-morrow,  he  did  not  believe  a  single  sail 
would  depart  for  a  foreign  port  sooner  than  if  it 
received  its  three  readings  in  the  usual  form.  Per- 
sons interested  were  now  getting  ready  to  take 
advantage,  as  soon  as  pos.-ible  after  its  passage,  of 
the  provi^ions  of  the  bill ;  but  none  could  be  readv 
before  it  passed  in  the  usual  form.  He  would  not 
dispense  with  the  rule  in  question,  unless  substan- 
tial benefits  were  to  arise  from  so  doins;  and  as 
he  could  not  see  the  bene6ts  which  would  arise, 
he  hoped  the  rule  would  not  now  be  suspended. 

Mr.  HoR.sEY  said  he  did  not  see  any  possible 
inconvenience  which  could  result  from  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  He  did  not  wish  to  precipitate 
this  bill  through  the  Senate  in  a  day,  but  merely 
to  refer  it  to-dav  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  that  the  House  might  act  on  it  defini- 
tively to-morrow,  which  is  the  last  day  of  the 
week.  If  this  course  were  not  pursued,  the  House 
could  not  act  on  the  bill  till  Monday.  Meanwhile, 
a  painful  state  of  suspense  would  prevail  in  the 
community  in  relation  to  its  fate;  and  great  spec- 
ulation would  go  on  during  the  pendency  of  the 
question,  because  many  might  be  incredulous 
enough  to  believe  that  tlie  bill  would  not  pass  this 
body,  though  no  gentleman  on  the  floor  could  en- 
tertain a  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  Dana  .said  that,  for  himself,  he  had  no  idea 
of  that  sort  of  legislation  which  resi-mbled  a  race. 
The  rules  of  the  House  had  been  often  enough 
suspended  ;  it  was  time  a  stop  should  be  put  to  the 
procedure.  Be  it  that  there  are  speculations, 
•^aid  he;  be  it  that  merchants  are  enduring  un- 
plea  ant  suspense;  are  we  to  forget  the  principles 
on  which  we  ought  to  make  laws,  merely  because 
men  are  impatient  in  the  coflTee-houses?  It  was 
time  this  rapidity  of  legislation  should  be  arrested, 
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and  that  this  House  should  not  suffer  its  proceed- 
ings to  be  regulated  by  a  regard  to  speculations 
among  the  merchants.  It  was  in  cases  of  import- 
ance Tike  the  present,  that  this  rule  ought  to  be 
most  adhered  to.  &c. 

Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  said  if  this  question  to 
suspend  the  rule  turned  on  the  point  whether  the 
bill  which  was  before  the  Senate  should  or  should 
not  pass  without  consideration,  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  genileman  from  Connecticut  would 
certainly  be  entitled  to  very  great  weight.  But 
the  object  of  the  motion  was,  if  he  understood  it, 
to  enable  the  Senate  to  deliberate  on  the  measure 
without  delay,  by  referring  it  to  a  select  commit- 
tee for  the  very  purpose  of  deliberation,  whicli 
would  be  delayed  under  the  ordinary  rule  of  pro- 
ceeding for  one  day. 

Mr.  G1LE8  was  opposed  to  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  in  question.  If  that  rule  meant  anything,  it 
was  intended  as  a  check  against  the  excitement  of 
particular  occasions,  like  the  present.  Dispense 
With  the  rule,  said  he,  and  you  yield  to  that  ex- 
citement against  the  effects  of  which  the  rule  was 
intended  to  guard.  He  had  no  objection  to  this 
bill's  going  to  a  committee  in  the  usual  form, 
though  there  were  peculiar  and  strong  reasons, 
growing  out  of  the  nature  of  the  bill,  against  its 
going  to  a  standing  committee,  as  well  as  against 
dispensing  with  the  usual  rule  of  proceed'ng. 
There  were  three  distinct,  separate,  and  independ- 
ent principles  contained  in  this  one  bill,  in  regard 
to  which  it  might  be  a  subject  of  very  serious  de- 
liberation whether  they  ought  all  to  be  included 
in  one  hill.  The  first  of  these  was  the  repeal  of 
the  embargo,  a  principle  important  enough  of  it- 
self to  form  one  bill  ;  the  second  was  a  repeal  of 
the  whole  non-importaiion  system,  a  very  import- 
ant measure;  and  the  third  was  a  prohibition  to 
our  seamen  from  going  out  of  the  United  Stales, 
which  would  also  operate  as  a  prohibition  on  their 
coming  in.  Every  one  of  these  subjects  required 
a  separate  and  distinct  consideration.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  had  always  observed  that  legislation  was  must 
correct,  when  the  bill  before  the  Legislature  em- 
braced distinct  principles,  and  least  so  when  it 
contained  a  combination  of  principles  frequently 
at  war  with  each  other.  The  principal  reason  of 
the  objection  to  rt-ad  this  bill  a  second  lime  io-<Jay, 
he  presuiued  was,  that  the  bill  contained  so  many 
disiino*  principles.  And,  if  there  was  any  one 
bill  which  ought  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  for 
consideration,  it  was  such  a  bill  as  this,  presentinof 
such  a  complexity  of  principles  and  provisions'. 
He  therefore  objected  to  the  sus|)ension  of  the  rule, 
first,  because  it  would  be  treating  the  rules  of  the 
House  with  unnecessary  levity  ;  and,  secondly. 
because  of  the  generality  of  the  reference  it  was 
proposed  to  give  to  this  bill,  embracing  several 
distinct  provisions.  There  was.  he  said,  a  great 
difference  between  a  repeal  of  the  embargo  and  a 
repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  ;  and.  though  he 
might  favor  both,  he  inclined  to  think  that  they 
ought  to  be  separated  into  distinct  bills. 

Mr.  Taylor  spoke  in  favor  of  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  The  ordinary  business  of  legislation, 
he  said,  required  such  a  rule  as  a  remedy  against 


surprise.  On  all  great  subjects,  the  reason  of  the 
rule  ceased,  and  there  nQio:ht  be  a  propriety  in  dis- 
pensing with  the  rule.  The  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man last  up,  of  iiself  showed  that  the  reason  had 
in  this  case  ceased  ;  that  the  minds  of  gentlemen 
had  been  drawn  to  the  subject — and  of  course  that 
his  theory  in  relation  to  this  rule  did  not  apply. 
The  provisions  of  this  bill  had  been  a  subject  of 
conversation  ever  since  the  reception  of  the  Pres- 
ident's Messao;e  of  yesterday  week;  and.  even  if 
the  bill  contained  as  many  more  principles  as  had 
been  enumerated,  gentlemen  had  made  up  their 
minds  on  it.  At  this  stage  of  the  busine.NS,  Mr. 
T.  appeared  to  think  that  the  only  question  to  ex- 
ercise the  judgment  of  the  Senate  was.  whether 
the  bill  should  or  should  not  be  coinrailied,  and  if 
committed,  to  what  committee  it  should  go.  As 
to  sending  with  the  bill  a  codicil  of  instructions 
to  the  committee,  as  had  been  hinted  at,  the  course 
was  unprecedented  on  the  firsi  reference  of  a  bill 
to  a  committee.  Even  the  opposition  this  morn- 
ino;  to  the  progress  of  the  bill  might  give  a  false 
coloring  to  the  views  of  this  ^ouse  in  relation  to 
it.  and  tend  to  deceive  and  injure,  not  the  coffiee- 
house  politicians,  but  the  honest  citizens  through- 
out the  country  who  are  not  generally  as  well  in- 
formed as  the  merchants  on  public  matters. 

Mr.  Daggett  rose  to  defend  his  objection  to  the 
suspension  of  the  rule,  in  support  of  which  he 
quoted  Jefferson's  Manual  of  Parliamentary  Prac- 
tice. He  held  the  principle  of  adherence  to  the 
rule  to  be  important ;  because  the  rule  that  might 
be  suspended  because  of  the  magnitude  of  a  bill, 
was  no  reason  at  all.  Though  he  should  probably 
be  in  favor  of  the  bill,  he  found  himself  bound  to 
oppose  the  suspension  of  this  rule  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  Giles  rose  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  who  had  observed  that  it  was  not  usual 
to  accompany  the  first  reference  of  a  bill  with  io- 
struciious  to  the  committee,  whether  he  had  ever 
befi*re  known  an  instance  in  which  two  important 
substantive  acts  were  proj)Osed  to  be  repealed  in 
one  bill  containing  also  another  very  distinct  prin- 
ciple ?     It  was  certainly  a  very  novel  proceeding. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  he  wished  lime  to  reflect 
on  this  bill — a  bill  containing  more  in  a  small 
space  than  any  bill  ever  before  presented  to  the 
House,  some  of  the  provisions  of^  which  were  in 
his  opinion  very  objectionable.  As  to  ihe  idea  ol 
referring  the  bill  to  a  committee  for  the  purpose 
«)f  deliberation,  he  did  not  for  his  part  wish  to  de- 
liberate by  delegation.  He  wished  time  to  delib- 
erate ;  for.  although  he  was  perfectly  fixed  in  the 
principle  of  repealing  our  commercial  prohibi- 
tions, he  wished  time  to  deliberate  on  the  other 
provisions — and  especially  since  the  President  had 
referred  the  decision  of  the  question  to  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress.  &c. 

•Mr.  Horsey  said,  as  it  appeared,  from  the  re- 
marks of  gentlemen  that  they  were  not  prepared, 
as  he  had  supposed  all  were,  to  act  on  the  bill  to- 
day, he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  motion  to  .suspend  the  rule  having  been 
wiilidrawn.  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senaie  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 
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ihe  yearlSU,  and  providing  for  the  appoiniraeot 
of  assistant  district  paymasters." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisi- 
ana which  lies  east  of  the   river  Mississippi  and 


is 


SATfRDAY,  April  9. 

Jes3E  Wharton,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

i'iXBCUtivtiof  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  in  place  of 
•ec-.rge  Ul.  Campbrll,  resigned,  produced  his  cre- 
entials.  vjas  qualified,  and  took  his  seal  m  the 
;^Mr.  GaRllard,  from  the  committee  appointed 
.  I,  ihe  state  of  the  public  buildings,  reported,  in 
;  ut,  a  bili;  makine  an  appropriation  for  repairinj? 
I  le  Presid;.'nt's  Hua-e  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
.  issed  to  fhe  second  reading. 

)    The  bil{  to  repeal  an  act.  entitled  '"An  act  lay-         ^  (,e  um,  euimcu    i-«.ii  a>,v  aup,..t...v...». ,  .v, . 

;  ,g  an  embargo  on  ail  ships  and    vessels  in  the  ,  ^ct,  entitled   'An  act  to  provide  for  tlie  wido 

jrts  and  harbors  of  the  United  Slates,"  and  so    a„j  orphans  of  militia  slain,  and  for  militia  di 

,uch  of  :iny  act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importa-    <-■-  >  ^-  ■^~ ; r  •!-•»  it„;,o,i  Sioto«  "  ^^^  r. 

'  on  of  g*ocls.  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the 
owth,  pt-oduce.  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain 
IrelaniT  or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  depen- 
■ncies  thi?reof,  or  of  any  place  or  country  in  the 
i  ,tual  potisession  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  other 
I  :irposes,'^"was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
1  )  the  Coiiimittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  con- 
1  Jer  and  teport  th«reon. 
■    \)r.  FRi.MENTiN  asked  and   obtained  leave  to 


land  of  New  Orleans."'  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the 
4th  February,  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Coop- 
er, and  others,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
jamin W.  Crowninshield."'  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 

'  ws 
isa- 
bled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  .Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  do  not  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  GeneralAssembly  of  ths  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, therein  mentioned."  They  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  subdivision 
of  the  quarter  sections  of  the  land  of  the  United 
States;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending 
relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills   last  mentioned   were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  declaring  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 
tioned." 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson, 
Resolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, and  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Anderson,  Wharton, 
I  and  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  be  the  managers  at  the  said 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  S.MITH  presented  the  petition  of  John  Hil- 
j  len,  and  others,  manufacturers,  of  the  city  and 
j  neighborhood  of  Baltimore,  praying  a  revision  of 
i  the  law  imposing  duties  on  the  importation  of 
'  foreign  articles ;  and,  also,  the  prohibition  of  the 
I  importation  of  cotton  goods,  the  manufacture  of 
countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  tor  rea- 
'  sons  slated  at   large  in  the  petition  ;  which  was 

iixuig  *ii«:  --""J  "•   —  '-/ •  i  "^^^^^  ^"'^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

le  Array    and  'allowing  a  sum  for  llie  employ-  ;  Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
pe  u  of  .vJditional  clerks  in  his  office  for  the  year        The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
814  having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor-  j  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  fixing 
ecdy  en --roused,  was   read  a  third   time,  and  the  j  the  lime  for  an  adjournment  of  the  present  ses- 
#lanks  wfre  filled  wiih  the  words  "  two  thousand  ;  sioa  of  Congress. 

"  '       '  'On   motion,  it   was  amended,  by  striking  out 

•eleventh,"  and  inserting  '-eighteenth,"  and  by 
striking  out  "next,"  and  inserting  "'  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen." 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  resolution  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended?  it  was  determioed  in  the  affirmative; 


-iirvg  in  a-bill  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain 

tfairaants'of  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and  j 
ebill  wc^s  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
,  The  bil{,   entitle^   "An   act  to  provide  for   the  i 

...illection  and  preservation  of  such   flags,  sland- 

ird^,  and  colors,  a-^  shall  have  been,  or  may  here- 

(ler  be,  ti^ken  by  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 

nited  Si'ites  froraf  their  enemies,"  was  read  the 

cqnd  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

i  liljtary  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  S.MJTH,  frotw  the  Committee  on  Military 
iitrairs,  rtjported  a'bill,  in  further  addition  to  an 

,  ct.entiiljd  -'An  aict  more  effectually  to  provide 

jrilhe  national  dejfence,  by  establishing  an  uni- 

•rm  milijia  throughout  the  United  Slates;"  and 

ne  bill  w«s  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bili  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 

^.  Williacnson  and  Thomas  Rice,"  was  read  the 
econd  tiijie. 
The  bilj,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
ext  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  read  a  second 

lint?-  '  ^      r      e    1 

'  The  birt.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jar- 
is  Culler."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 

*  ed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  con- 

',  jdrr  antl  Teport  thereon. 

'     The  bif]  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
thers,  wis  read  the  second  lime. 
The  biil  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Paymaster  of 


bur  hunijred  dollars,"  the  Paymaster's  salary,  and 
'five  lhc»*isand  five  hundred  and  forty-seven  dol- 

f        .    .  ■      .  .         •  ■       I     ■ 


for'additional  clerk  hire. 


1  Hesolcvd,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
Ihireof  t^.  "An  apt  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Pay- 
inasier  oi'  the  Army,  and  allowing  a  sum  for  the 
employnjeQi  of  additional  clerks  in  his  office  for 
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Senate. 


and  the  amendments  having  beeD  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  resolution  was 
read  a  third  lime  as  amended,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Sfnate  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  tran»mit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  2d  instant. 

April  9,  1814.  JAMES   MADISO.N. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  lo  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Alexandria. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  the  subject, 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 
They  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate a  company  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
Georgetown  with  water,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. They  liave  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Augustus  McKinney  and  Lazel 
Bancroft;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  Secretary  of  Stale,  during  ihe  continu- 
ance of  the  present  war.  to  make  an  additional 
allowance  to  the  owners  and  masters  of  vessels 
for  bringing  back  to  the  United  States  destitute 
and  distressed  American  seamen;"  in  which  bills 
ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  in  further  addition  lo  an  act,  entitled 
*'An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 


tional defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 

throughoi 

ond  time. 


throughout  the 


)y  esia 
Unite 


d  Stales,"  was  read  the  sec- 


Monday,  April  11. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners," 
reported  it  without  atneodment. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGToN,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  ol  Jarvis  Culler,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  WoHTHiNOTON.  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
lo  provide  for  the  collection  and  preservation  of 
such  dags,  standards,  and  colors,  as  shall  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  taken  by  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States  from  their  ene- 
mies," reported  it  also  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BiBB.  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Israel  Thorndike;  and  the 
bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  ihird  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  a  bank  in  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  by  the  name  and  style  of 
"The  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  George- 
town," and  the  bill  was  read  ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion. Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  second  time?  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and 
lo  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes," 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  ihe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee  therein  mentioned."  They 
13lh  Co^.  2d  Se3S. — 24 


The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  repairing 
the  President's  house  was  read  the  second  lime. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate s^scribers  to  a  bank  in  the  town  of  Al- 
exandria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, was  postponed  lo  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  the  purpose  of  supplying  Greorgetown 
with  water  ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  relief  to 
certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  lo  the  committee  appointed  the  4th  of 
February  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Cooper, 
and  others,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sub- 
division of  the  quarter  sections  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States."  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain 
claimants  of  land  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore,  the  consideration  of 
his  motion,  as  is  slated  the  7ih  of  March  was 
further  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for.  to-morrow. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  BiBB.  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,'  and  so 
much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  depeaden- 
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'c.es  thereof,  or  of,  iny  other  place  or  country  in  |      The  bill,   as  amended    was    by  the  Presiden 
trlcral  possession  of  Great  Britain,  and  for    reported  to  the  House;  and.  on  the  quesi.orj.  Shall 
^Xr  P  uposes,"   reported   it  with  amendments  ;  ;  the  amendments  be  erigrossed.  and  ihe  b.l    read  a 

^owier  ]uiiy^=  I  ^  „..,._.  „r  .u„  .i„.,  i  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 

affirmative— yeas  29.  nays  4,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentuckj,  Bibb 
of  (iecrgia,  Brown,    Chace,  Condit,    Daggett,  Dana, 
Froraenlin,  Gaillard,  German,   Giles,  Gilinan,  Goldn- 
borough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,   Lambert,   Ma- 
Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait, 


aiZ  on  iii's  motion,  the  several  orders  ot   tha  day 

were  postponed.  s»nd   the  Senate  resumed,  as  in 

Cammit-ee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the 
]  report  ul  the  select  committee  on  the  bill  last 
•mentioned,  which  was  to  strike  out  the  3d  and 

4lh  sections,  as  fellows: 
^      ,.8.c.  ..  And  U  it  fuHhrr enacted.  Th«t"«  foreign     ^";„^^°^rj7;^,„_  ,„j  Worth.ngton 

ship  or  vrssel,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
iwiir  bet»  >>en  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  shall 

rereire  a  clearance,  or  be  permitted  to  depart  from  the 

United  Mates,  whose  officers  and  crew  shall  not  con- 


Naie 

num. 


-Messrs.  Howell,  Lacock,  Turner,  and  Var- 


.sist  wholly  of  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  country  to 
;which  8ui.h  ship  or  vessel  shall  belong,  or  of  a  country 
in  amity  with  the  United  States;  and  no  citizen  of  the 
United  S^tes  shall  be  permitted  to  depart  in  such  ship 
or  vessel  without  a  passport  or  permission  therefor, 
■furnished- under  tho  authority  and  direction  of  the  Pre- 
iident  of  ihe  United  States. 

«8ic.  i.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 


On 


Tuesday.  April  12. 
motion,  by  Mr.  S.mitu.  the  committee  to 


whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  also,  on  his  motion,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  Gerard 


,be  the  diuy  of  the  President  to  transmit  to  the  seTeral     Kuch,  and  oiher.s  praying  an  act  ot  incorporation 

collectors,  of  the  customs,  such  numbers  of  blank  pass- ■  for  a  national   bank,  were  discharged   from   the 

porU  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  to  be  by  them  tilled     further  consideration  thereof. 

<   up  and  Jflivered  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  in-  i      Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 

tending  lo  embark  for  foreign  countries,  under  such     gnce  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

*  re)julatio>i8  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  President  of    g^t  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 

^  the  Unitid  Sutes.''  :  t|,e  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 

I     On  ihl  report  of  the  committee  a  question  of  '  therein  mentioned.'  reported   that  the  conferees 

order  w.is  made,  pnd  the  President  asked  the  de-  |  had  agreed  to  a  modification  of  Uie  amendments. 

cision  c|   the  Seiiate  on  the  mode  in  which  the        '^      "'  *   "  ' 


I  qaeition" should  be  taken  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bibb  of  Georgia,  it  was  agreed  that  the  question 
!  bf.  Will  the  Senate  concur  in   the  report  of  the  I 
commiiiiee? 

Wheii?upon,  Mr.  GoLDSBOROLGH  requested  the 

yeas  an  ;  nays  ;  ajid.  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Roberts. 

the  qut-nion  was, divided,  and  taken  on   that  part 

,  ol  the  r.?port  which  goes  lo  strike  out  the  3d  sec- 

^  ',  tiion  ;  and  it  wa*  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 

'  29.  nAyi  3.  as  follows  : 

Y«*s-i-Mes8rs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb 

of  Georgia.    Brown.    Chacr,   Condit,   Daggett,  Dana, 

^  '  Fromentjn.  (iaiUard,  German,   Giles,  Gilman.  Golds- 

,  '•  borough,    (iore.   Horsey,    Howell,  Hunter,   King,   La- 

cxk,  Lambert,  Vlit»on,   Morrow,  Smith,   Stone,  Tail, 

Wells,  ^Vharlon,  and  Worthington. 

;  NAia-'-Measrs.  RoberU,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

And  wn  the  question.  Will  the  Senate  concur 
in  the  residue  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
which  ;^'oes  to  strike  out  the  4lh  section  ?  it  was 
determmed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  .insertiug.  section  I.  line  6,  after  the  word 
••^thiriefn,''  the  following  words:  ''excepting  so 
much  tpereof  as  prohibits  the  exportation  of  pro- 
visions^'  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  9. -nays  24.  as  follows: 

YiA8»— Messrs.  Anderson,  Chace,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Kobcrts,  Robinsor»,  Turner.  Varnum   and    Wharton. 

Nat-* — Messrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky.  Bibb  of  (leorgia. 
Brown,. "Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Germarf,  Giles,  (iilman,  tJoldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter'King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Morrow,  Smith,  Stone, 
Tait,  \Vella,  and  Worthington. 


* 


i 


On  the  question.  Will  the  Senate  concur  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative.     Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
their  amendments  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
managers  at  the  conference. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  granting  pensions  to  the  offi- 
cers and  seamen  serving  on  board  the  revenue 
cutters  in  certain  cases ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  President  to  cause  certain  parts 
of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  to  be  sur- 
veyed ;"  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing certificates  of  confirmation  of  claims  to  lands 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  during  the  continuance  o{  the 
present  war,  to  make  an  additional  allowance  to 
the  owners  and  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing 
back  10  the  United  States  destitute  and  dis- 
tressed American  seamen,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Au- 
gustus McKinney  and  Lazel  Bancroft."  was  read 
the  second  nine. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
James  Lloyd;  which  was  read.  Whereupon,  it 
was  agreed  to  postpone  the  several  orders  of  the 
day  ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Lloyd 
was  resumed,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and,   no  amendment    having   been 
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proposed,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 1 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  | 
in   the  affirmative;  and  it  was  agreed  by  unani- 
mous consent  that  the  bill  have  a  third  reading 
on  this  day.  I 

Mr.  King   presented   the  petition  of  William  I 
Shotwell  and  Arthur  Kinder,  inhabitants  of  the  \ 
city  of  N^w  York,   stating   that  they  have,  at 
great  labor  and  expense,  discovered  an  easy  and  I 
expeditious  method  of  manufacturing  the  hair  of  * 
neat  cattle,  either  by  itself  or  mixed  with  wool,  i 
by  which  an  excellent  article  for  clothing,  car-  : 
peting.  dec.  is  made,  and  praying  such  an  exten-  I 
aion  of  duties  on  coarse   woollens  as  may  effec-  ' 
tually  protect  and  encourage  their  manufacture, 
as  IS  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and 
laid  OD  the  table.  ^^ 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,'  and  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  of 
goods,   wares,   and  merchandise,  of  the  growth. 

f)roduce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
and,  or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies 
thereof,  or  of  any  place  or  country  in  the  actual 
possession  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses," having  been  reported  correct,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
26,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb 
of  Georgia,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  German,  Giles,  Gilnian,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  .Mason,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Wells,  Wharton,  and 
Worthington. 

Nais — Messrs.  Howell,  Lacock,  Turner,  and  Var- 
num. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  the  title 
was  amended,  by  striking  out  '*  and  fur  other 
purposes." 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Israel 
Thorndike  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18.  nays  7, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Daggett,  Fro- 
mentin, (Jerman,  Giles.  Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Maaon, 
Smith,  Stone,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb  of  Geor- 
gia, Chace,  Condit,  Morrow,  Roberts,  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Lloyd  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  first  blank  filled  with 
the  words  "  1st  day  of  July,  1813." 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  consideration  of  the  motion  submitted  by 
Mr.  Gore,  as  is  stated  the7ih  of  March,  was  re- 
sumed. 

Mr.  Gore  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: — 


Mr.  President,  when  these  resolotions  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  this  House.  I  dis- 
tinctly stated  why  they  were  not  brought  forward 
at  an  earlier  day,  and  why,  at  the  time,  they  were 
offered.  That  the  subj?ct  was  introduced  into 
the  argument  on  considering  the  nomination  of 
Messrs.  Gallatin,  Bayard,  and  Adams;  that  it 
was  then  remarked,  and  justly,  in  my  judgment, 
that  the  President  having  commissioned  these 
gentlemen  in  the  recess  was  not  an  evidence  of 
unfitness  in  ihera  for  the  office  to  which  they 
were  named  ;  that  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  would  give  validity  only  to  the  commis- 
sion that  should  issue  after  such  advice  and  con- 
sent; that  the  nomination  was  sufficiently  per- 
plexing, without  the  introduction  of  anything 
not  necessarily  involved  in  its  consideratioo; 
that  the  discussion  of  the  subject  then,  might  have 
an  improper  weight  in  deciding  in  the  appoint- 
ment, and  the  desire  to  appoint  these  genllemeu 
might  have  an  improper  influence  in  deciding 
this  question.  It  was,  therefore,  waived  until  the 
nomination  was  finally  acted  upon,  and  was  then 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate. 

It  was  not  expected  that  having  voted  on  this 
nomination  would  be  adduced  as  a  conclusive 
objection  against  the  Senate's  assertion  of  their 
rights  at  this  time,  without  showing  some  error  in 
the  statement  or  in  the  reasons  that  were  consid- 
ered satisfactory  for  not  intermingling  a  questioQ 
on  the  right  of  the  President  to  appoint  in  the 
recess,  to  a  vacancy  that  did  not  happen  at  that 
time,  with  the  fitness  of  the  gentlemen  for  an 
office,  to  which  they  were  nominated,  when  they 
might  be  rightfully  appointed. 

The  resoluiions  were  supported  on  the  grounds 
and  provisions  of  the  Constitution  exclusively; 
and  the  construction  of  the  words  of  this  instru- 
ment, according  to  their  plain  sense  and  meaning, 
was  not  attempted  to  derive  decisive  support  or 
confirmation  from  any  acts  or  doctrines  of  others, 
except  from  the  solemn  and  deliberate  acts  of  the 
whole  Congress,  and  from  the  practice  of  Presi- 
dent Washington  during  his  Administration.  I 
made  no  comparison  between  that  great  man  and 
his  successors;  I  predicted  no  consequences  from 
an  assumption  of  the  whole  of  the  powers  of 
the  President  and  Senate  by  the  President  alone. 
I  endeavored  to  repress  every  feeling,  and  lo  re- 
frain from  any  suggestion  that  could  have  the 
most  remote  tendency  lo  excite  a  temper  hostile 
to  a  calm  and  deliberate  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion involved  in  these  resolutions.  But,  the  mere 
attempt  lo  bring  into  consideration  whether  the 
President  had  trenched  on  the  rights  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  whether  any  exercise  of  power  by  him. 
could  be  controlled,  or  even  examined  by  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  Government,  is  declared 
erroneous  and  extraordinary. 

The  resolutions,  and  the  support  of  them,  are 
deemed  extraordinary.  Since  I  have  heard  the 
reasons  that  have  been  offered  against  them,  I  do 
not  wonder  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  characterized.  They  are  extraordinary, 
for  they  are  grounded  on  the  Constitution,  and 
every  argument  offered  in  their  support  is  derived 
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J"rora  thariDstrumqnt;  whereas  erery  argument  of- 
fered in  fipposilioft  to  them  is  drawn  from  sources 
totally  exHraneous  to  the  Constitution  ;  from  pre- 
jeilents.  iVoni  expediency,  necessity,  and  the  ad- 
pauiages:resulting  from  a  promptitude  of  action, 
md  supreme,  uncontrolled  power  in  the  Presi- 
ierit  of  tije  Uniled  States. 

My  m.'itives,  too,  have  been  directly  or  indi- 
ectly  arraigned,  and  I  am  supposed  to  be  quali- 
ied  to  object  to  tins  assumption  of  power  by  the 
'r.'sident-  from  the  part  1  have  borne  in  the  trans- 
ic^ion.  from  the  conduct  of  the  part  of  the  coun- 
ry  from  ^vhich  I  came,  and  of  the  party  to  which 
belong. . 

I  am  npt  sensible  that  I  can  be  influenced  In 
he  part  f  have  taken  by  any  considerations  of 
riendshiij  or  reseiitraent;  but  really,  sir,  the  mo- 
ives  of  t,'ie  mover,  whatever  they  may  be,  can- 
jo{  alter  uhe  nature  of  the  propositions  submitted, 
jOF  vary  their  truth  or  falsity. 

One  honorable  member  has  kindly  interposed 
o  vindicate  my  motives,  both  against  himself  and 
,thers  wtro  have  taken  part  in  this  debate.  I  ten- 
der to  hitji  my  acknowledgments  for  his  good  in- 
entions,  but,  on  this  occasion,  I  want  not  the 
nterpositjon  of  any  shield.  I  stand  on  the  con- 
cious  purity  of  my  own  motives,  supported  and 
:opfirme.J,  beyonis  the  effect  of  any  assault,  by 
hv.  Con^ltitullon  of  my  country,  which  we  are 
ill  bounij  to  respect.  In  virtue  of  that  charter, 
ind  of  n<y  rights  as  a  Senator.  I  am  authorized 
o,nquiroif  the  privileges  of  this  body  have  been 
nfringed.  By  my  duty  to  the  State  whose  rep- 
esentatue  I  am,  and  to  this  Senate,  intrusted 
t'th  thtt  rights  of  independent  and  sovereign 
States,  1  ;am  obligated  by  all  the  means  in  ray 
power  toipreserve  inviolate  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges delegated  to  this  d.'partment  of  Govern- 
nent. 

1  agreei  that  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
ountry  >f»rhich  I  inhabit  were  opposed  to  entering 
'into   the 'war;  that  they    predicted   from  it  dis- 
,  ress  and  disgrace  to  the  nation  ;  and  to  the  States 
find  the  ;people,  an   invasion  of  their  Cunstitu- 
ional  rights. 
t     It  was'not  to  be  expected  that,  at  a  time  when 
•«#lmost    t^ery    m^n   in    the   Government,   if   not 
Ailmost    «vcry   m>n   on  the  soil,   mo>t  sincerely 
.••■wishes   t^at    the    like  sentiments    had   pervaded 
Jevery  branch  of  the  Administration,  their  oppo- 
sition  to'  the   war    could    be   insinuated    against 
V^^ni.     They  never  countenanced  the  idea  that 
,/the  path  of  national  degradation  could    lead  to 
,'bonorable  peace,  and  that  in  the  pursuit  of  such 
*an  objeti   any  department  of  the  Government 
^had   a    right   to  disregard   the   provisions  of  the 
^national  Constitution.     The  party  to  which  I  am 
[supposed  to  bjJong  needs  not  my  support.     Their 
;charactij  is  Tfeeply  marked  in  the  history  of  their 
conduct  both  when  they  administered  the  Gov- 
ernment and  since  they  have  been  excluded;  in 
•the  creaiion  and  support  of  public  credit  ;  in  the 
!  economircal  expentliiure  of  the  public  treasury; 
iu  the  i.erfect  safety  of  public  and  personal  lib- 
erty;  in  the  unexampled  wealth  and  prosperity 
of  the  Whole  coromunity  ;  in  the  honor  and  glory 
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which  accompanied  the  name  of  America  at 

home  and  abroad.  I  forbear  to  contrast  this  by 
the  shades  of  night  that  have  succeeded  the  lus- 
tre of  Washington  and  his  Administration. 

The  Senate  ought  not  to  decide  in  these  resolu- 
tions, say  gentlemen,  because  they  are  a  party.  The 
President  and  Senate  are  co-ordinate   branches, 
as  to  the  power  of  appointment.     He  judges  and 
assumes  the  whole  power — the   Senate  being  the 
other  branch,  cannot  even  examine  whether  he 
has  usurped  their  rights.     Then  the  Senate  can 
have  no  privileges — no  powers,  but  at  the  will  and 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  President.     Such  are  not 
rights.     Another  objection  of  the  same  class  is, 
that  the  Senate  cannot  act  on  this  subject  now, 
because  this  body  is  to  judge  on  impeachment.  Do 
gentlemen  seriously  believe  there  exists  any  dan- 
ger of  their  being  ensnared  in    the  discharge  of 
any  of  their  judicial  functions  by  an  assertion  of 
their  right  in  the  manner  proposed  ?     The  gen- 
tlemen wiio  gravely  make  this  objection,  declare 
that  we  are  precluded  from  even  examining  the 
subject,  because  we  voted  on  the  nomination,  and 
because  we  did  not  seriously  object  to  any  appro- 
priations  of  money  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  Envoys.     If  it  could  be  supposed  there  was 
any  reason  to  apprehend  an  impeachment  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  no  one  here  believes  it 
would  have  the  least  countenance  in  this  body, 
especially  from   those  who  now  argue   that   the 
President  was  absolutely  correct,  and  that  prece- 
dents, sanctioned  here,  support  their  doctrine.     As 
one  honorable  gentleman  who  makes  this  objec- 
tion was  last  year  a  member  of  the  other  House, 
perhaps  he  discovered  there  such  an  overbearing 
disposition  to  protect  and  guard  the  authorities 
of  the    Senate   against   any    supposed    invasion 
thereof  by  the  Supreme  Magistrate  as  to  excite 
some  fears  ir.  his  mind  on  this  point ;  but  as  the 
rest  of  us  have  no  such  information,  as  to  indoce 
the  smallest  apprehension,  that  ourjudicial  qual- 
ity can  be  entangled  in  the   mode   now  proposed 
for  asserting  our  rights,  we  may  safely  proceed 
without  alarm  on  account  of  any  collision  of  our 
duties. 

It  is  said  this  proceeding  of  the  Senate  must 
be  without  effect.  I  do  not  so  lightly  value 
the  weight  and  influence  of  this  department,  and 
I  think  It  not  very  respectful  to  the  President.  If 
a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government  with  his 
office,  especially  iu  the  power  of  appointment, 
should  present  to  him  an  opinion  that  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  powers  he  had  infringed  theirs — he 
might  be  led  to  examine  the  course  pursued  by  him, 
and  how  far  it  was  supported  by  that  instrument, 
which  detines  his  powers  as  well  as  those  of  the 
other  departments,  and  if  he  should  entertain 
doubts,  It  is  but  just'towards  his  character  to  pre- 
sume he  would  refrain  from  a  similar  conduct, 
and  thus  there  would  be  an  end  of  the  evil.  If 
no  other  effect,  this  would  certainly  follow  from 
adopting  the  resolutions;  it  would  prevent  the 
particuhir  act  now  under  consideration  from  be- 
ing quoted  as  a  precedent  against  the  rights  af 
the  Senate.  Gentlemen  who  will  reflect  on  the 
weight  that  is  now  attempted  to  be  given  to  pre- 
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cedents  of  a  very  doubtful  and  equivocal  charac-    it  altogether  impossible  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the 
ter.  must  consider  this  as  no  small  advantage.  question,  whether  the  President   had  violated  the 

It  has  been  stated  that  it  is  improper  in  the  Sen-  Constitution  by  invading  the  rights  of  the  judge, 
ate  to  proceed,  because  the  President  is  not  heard,  i  and  to  decide  against  him  and  pass  sentence  of  so 
When  they  who  make  the  objection  will  take  i  high  and  extreme  a  nature,  as  they  would  be  au- 
the  trouble  to  consider  the  broad  grounds  of  con-  i  thorized  to  do.  in  case  he  was  adjudged  guilty, 
struction  by  which  they  have  measured  his  pow-        '  ...  - 

ers,  and  the  very  limited  scale  on  which  they 
have  meted  out  iho.se  of  the  Senate,  I  think  they 
will  be  satisfied  that  no  one  actually  exercising 


It  was  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  Revo- 
lution, that  the  colonies  and  the  provinces  of  the 
empire  had  a  right  and  were  bound  to  assert  their 
own  privilege.s — to  protest  against  any  invasion 


this  high  oflice  could  have  claimed  more  for  him-    of  them  by  the  King,  the  acknowledged  head  of 


self,  or  have  shown  greater  strictness  in  limiting 
the  powers  of  this  body.  At  least  they  may  b« 
consoled  that  their  arguments  have  refuted  their 
assertion  and  quieted  the  apprehensions  of  all 
who  believed  that  the  President's  powers  would 
Dot  be  vindicated  in  the  Senate. 

Gentlemen  object  that  not  having  discussed 
this  question  on  the  appropriation  of  money  to 
defray  the  expenses  incurred   prior  to  the  advice 


the  nation,  or  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
which  assumed  a  control  of  them  ;  that  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  the  provincial  legislatures  were 
authorized  to  exercise  the  same  rights  against  the 
Governors,  the  supreme  executives  of  the  prov- 
inces. This  right  was  freely  and  fully  exercised, 
and  were  it  not  for  its  liberal  use,  we  should  have 
remained  provinces  to  the  present  day.  Most  of 
our  State  constitutions  assert  the  right  in  all  cor- 


and  consent  ol  the  Senate  to  the  appointment  of  |  porations  and  individuals  to  examine  freely  all 
these  Envoys,  precludes  all  discussion  afterwards,  public  measures,  and  to  remonstrate  against  such 
The  expense  must  have  been  a  few  thousand  dol-  i  as  they  may  think  tend  to  impair  their  privileges. 


lars — and  as  this  was  incurred  by  these  gentle- 
men at  the  instance  of  the  President,  whether 
they  had  been  commissioned  or  not.  and  with  the 
expectation  that  they  would  be  appointed.  I  should 
have  doubled  the  validity  of  any  objection  to  this 
Item  in  the  appropriations  ;  and  no  one  believes 
now,  or  could  then,  that  evils  of  this  kind  would 
have  been  listened  to  a  moment  by  those  who 
were  appropriating  millions,  regardless  of  all  op- 


Such  a  right  has  been  claimed  and  does  still  exist 
in  the  States,  and  is  practised  by  them,  as  regards 
the  Governmentof  the  United  States  collectively, 
or  in  their  several  departments. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  asserts  and 
supports,  by  very  strong  arguments,  the  right  in 
that  State  to  examine  into  the  constitutionality 
of  any  act  of  the  Federal  Government,  and,  if 

...  „  „  -,    ,  in   their  judgment    unconstitutional,    to    protest 

position  from  members  who  thought  such  expen-  against  the  same ;  and  the  General  Assembly  did 
diture  worse  than  useless.  Protesting,  as  the  res-  particularly  protest  against  two  acts  of  Congress 
olutions  propose,  seems  peculiarly  odious  to  some  j  as  palpable  and  alarming  infractions  of  the  Con- 


gentlemen.  The  Senate  the  last  Summer  com- 
mitted this  nomination  to  five  of  their  body,  and 
directed  them  to  confer  with  the  President  on  the 
subject  thereof.  This,  President  Madison  declined. 
It  was  the  course  pursued  in  the  days  of  President 
Washington,  and    was  supposed   lo  be  attended 


with 


advantage 


to  the   public    interest,  without 


derogating  from  the  dignity  of  his  elevated  rank. 
As  the  President  will  not  confer  wiih  you  on 
a  supposed  invasion  of  your  rights,  and  there  is 
no  power  authorized  lo  judge  between  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  Senate,  you  can  rely  only  on  an  im- 
peachment  by  the  House  of  Representatives  for 


stitution,  and  called  on  all  the  other  States  in  the 
Union  to  co-operate  with  them  in  that  measure. 
The  State  of  Kentucky,  then  one  of,  if  not  the 
youngest  in  the  Union,  did  enter  her  protest  ia 
the  following  terms,  viz:  ''In  order  that  no  pre- 
'  text  or  arguments  may  be  drawn  from  a  sup- 
'  posed  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  this  Common- 
'  wealth,  in  the  constitutionality  of  those  laws, 
•  and  be  thereby  used  as  precedents  for  their  sirai- 
'  lar  future  violations  of  the  Federal  compact, 
'  this  Commonwealth  do  now  enter  against  them 
'  its  solemn  protest." 

The  authority  of  the  States  was  founded  oa 


any  intriogement  of  your  privileges,  which  mode  the  ground,  that  the  States  were  parties  of  the 
of  redress  you  cannot  and  certainly  ought  not  to  Federal  compact,  that  they  bad  vested  certain 
influence  you  if  you  could.  Besides  the  extreme  powers  in  the  Federal  Government,  and  had  re- 
absurdity  of  imposing  an  utter  incapacity  on  a  '  tained  all  which  were  not  included  in  the  grant, 
body  intrusted  with  rights  and  obligated  lo  per-  and  that,  as  protectors  of  their  own  rights,  they 
form  duties,  even  lo  com()lain  to  the  department  were  authorized  to  examine  if  Congress  had  not 
who  has  inierlered,  there  mu.-t  be  one  objection  transcended  their  powers,  and  to  protest  against 
iu  the  minds  of  gentlemen  who  now  say  it  is  im-  I  any  infringement  of  the  rights  ol  the  States,  in 
proper  lo  protest,  which  would  prove  conclusive  order  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  thereby 
to  ihe  Senate's  sitting  in  judgment  on  such  an  ^  preserve  the  Constitution  itself,  and  to  provide 
impeachment,  viz:  they  would  be  judge  and  party.  |  for  Ihe  safety  of  the  parties  to  it.  Did  not  the 
Now,  if  gentlemen  think  there  is  such  an  utter  Stales  profess  and  exercise  this  right,  says  the 
incompatibility  between  the  quality  of  judge  and  illustrious  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  -there 
parly,  that  the  Senate  cannoi  even  inquire  whe-  •  would  be  an  end  to  all  relief  from  usurped 
ther  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Governmen;  •  power,  and  a  direct  subversion  of  the  rights  spe- 
has  disregarded  their  rights  and  assert  the  fact,  j  •  cified  and  recognised  under  all  the  State  con- 
to  the  end,  at  least,  that  it  might  not  be  pleaded  '  stitutions.", 
as  a  precedent  against  them  :  they  would  think        Under  the  Confederation,  the  States  possessed 
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Ihe  sorereignty  o(  the  United  States.  They  sent 
Iheir  Representatires  to  the  Congress,  with  au- 
thority to  recall  them  at  pleasure.  In  Congress 
^ach  Stat?  had  equal  rights  ;  the  power  of  the 
»5inall,  though  respectable  States  of  Rhode  Island 
^od  Delaware,  was  as  great  as  that  of  the  two 
i*Tge  Staifs, 

4  The  States  consfented  to  surrender  great  and 
nportant  powers,  and  immense  sources  of  wealth,  ' 
len  exclusively  at  their  command.     They  ex-  i 
cied   to  find  their  indemnity  in  the  Senate  of 
le  United  States,  where  was    deposited   their 
gfets.  of  which  this  body  was  to  be  the  guardian 
d  !5uppert.     The  exclusive  power  of  the  Uni-  ! 
d  Slates  was  altdgether  in  the  representatives  ! 
f  ihe  Slates,  under  the  Confederation.     Under  , 
lis  Constitution,  the  Senate,  still  the  representa- 
ves  of  tlt;C  States,  was  to  participate  in  the  Ex- 
;utive  power  to  as  great  an  extent  as,  and  in  all 
^ases  whe^e,  it  could  possibly  act.  I 

J  Yet  wp  are  told  that  all  the  States  combined 
"^nd   assen<bled  together   in  this  Senate,  the  de- 1 
•^ository  oC  the  rights,  the  dignities,  and   the  au- 
%iotities  o\  these  free  and  independent  sovereign- 
es.  cannot  assert  iheir  right  against  a  co-ordinate 
raiich  of  the  Goirernraenl,  which  has  invaded 
lesQ.  and  protest  against  the  exercise  of  a  power 
sujped  on  their  privileges,  while  any  State,  the 
Tiallest  as  well  as  the  largest,  every  corporation 
ov^ever  limited,  and  every  individual,  however 
umble,  possesses  this  right  in   the  greatest  lat- 
iade,  uncontrolled  and  unquestioned. 
Having,  as  I  trust,  sir,  satisfactorily  answered 
11  the  objections  to  the  Senate's  proceeding  in 
ae  manner  proposed  by  these  re>olutions,  let  us 
:gain  examine  this  question  by  the  Constitution, 
which  is  ^uperior  to,  and  ought  to  guide,  direct, 
#ouirol,  and  limit,  all   the  acts  of  the  Govern- 
'^ent.  and  of  every  department  thereof.     All  the 
>owers   and    authorities   communicated    to    this 
jovernment  are  contained,  defined,  and  limited. 
0  ibis  compact.     If  any  are  claimed  which  this 

Nei- 


on  me  for  authority  to  show  that  the  office  must 
have  been  before  full. 

The  answer  is,  that  the  plain  sense  and  mean- 
ing of  the  terms  will  admit  of  no  other  interpre- 
tation. 

It  is  a  sound  principle  of  construction,  that  in 
every  instrument  you  must  give  sense  and  mean- 
ing to  every  word,  if  possible. 

The  time  of  the  Senate  consists  of  two  periods, 
viz:  their  session  and  their  recess. 

The  Constitution  expressly  provides  for  all  ap- 
pointments during  their  session,  by  vesting  them 
in  the  President  and  Senate  jointly.  In  their 
recess,  it  provides  for  a  particular  class  of  vacan- 
cies only,  viz:  such  as  may  happen  during  their 
recess;  and  one  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
oppose  this  resolution  expressly  acknowledges, 
that,  if  a  vacancy  occur  during  the  session,  it 
cannot  be  within  this  grant  of  power  tu  the 
President. 

If  this  resolution  be  untrue,  the  three  wordx, 
that  may  happen,  are  of  no  use.  The  vacancy 
could  not  happen  during  the  recess,  unless  the 
office  was  full  during  the  session,  for  there  being 
only  two  periods  of  time  as  respects  the  existence 
of  the  Senate,  when  you  say  it  happened  at  one 
time,  you  necessarily  include  the  idea  it  did  not 
exist  at  the  other,  and  that  the  office  was  in  its 
opposite  state,  viz.,  full. 

Offices  are  vacant  or  full.  You  cannot  witl> 
grammatical  propriety  say  a  vacancy  happened 
therein,  on  such  a  day,  without  conveying  the 
idea  that  it  was  full  the  day  before,  any  more 
than  you  can  say  a  man  died  within  a  certain 
hour,  without  implying,  necessarily,  that  he  was 
alive  the  hour  belore. 

If  the  construction  contended  for  by  gentlemen 
who  oppose  this  resolution  be  true,  the  words,  that 
may  happen,  are  useless  ;  and  surely  if  the  Con- 
stitution intended  to  convey  the  power  like  that 
exercised  by  the  President,  in  the  present  case,  it 
might  and  would  have  said,  the  President  shall 
have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate.  This  is  precisely  the  con- 
contended  for,  and  thus  it  is  insisted 
special  power  contains  a  general  grant. 


rant  doe;,  not  authorize,  they  do  not  exist 

her  the  whole  Government,  nor  any  department  ,  iiruciion 

hereof,  can   rightfully  exercise  such,   however    (1,^1   ,jjy  _^ ^ ^_ 

ODvenieut.  expedient,  or  necessary  they  may  be    which  renders  the  special  nat"ure  of  iho^delega- 
hcught.     The  safety  of  the  Constitution  depends    ^^^^  useless,  at  the  same  time  that  it  renders  null 
sseniiallv  on   the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
nent,  and  on  the  pre>ervation  of  the  rights  and 
uivileges  of  each  department,  and  especially  on 


junrding  against  an  union  of  the  powers  of  two 

>T  more  of  the  departments  of  Government  in  one. 

The   power   of  appointing   Ambassadors    and 

"^)ther  puMic  Miniiters  is  vested  in  the  President 

inJ  Senate,  without  any  authority  or  possibility 

)f  chanixsng  this  power  and  vesting  it  absolutely 

n  either  of  them^  or  in  any  other  branch  of  Gov- 

^vrnment.  except  in  the  case  of  a  vacancy  which 

"^;nay   happen  during   the   recess  of   the  Senate, 

w^en  the  President  may  fill  up  such  vacancy,  by 


and  void  the  authority  contained  in  the  general 
grant  of  the  President  and  Senate,  and  authorizes 
the  President  to  annihilate  all  the  privileges  of 
the  Senate  in  respect  to  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment. I  may  surely  return  the  question,  and  ask 
the  honorable  gentleman  whence  be  obtained  au- 
thority for  such  a  construction. 

The  construction  which  I  have  considered  ob- 
vious and  unavoidable  has  been  confirmed  by 
repeated  acts  of  Congress,  authorizing  the  Presi- 


dent to  appoint  to  offices,  that  were  created  dur- 

j...,j    ..c.^.,.^-   -_..-^    '"~r,u "u  "" r'    ing  the  session   of  the  Senate,  and  remained  va- 

fwk.en  the  President  may  fill  up  such  vacancy,  by  ^ant  until  the  recess  commenced,  which  acts 
•granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  the  ^oujj  ^ave  been  unnecessary  if  the  President. 
Jend  of  li.eir  next  session.  j  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives,  had  not 

f     The  first  resoliition  declares  the  opinion  of  the  ',  concurred  in  opinion  that  the  offices  must  have 
*  Senate,  ihai  no  such  vacancy  can  happen  in  any  I  been  before  full,  to  have  vested  a  power  in  the 
office  no;  before  iull.    One  of  the  gAileraen  calls  |  President  to  fill  up  vacancies  during  the  recess.. 
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These  acts  embrace  cases  of  offices  created  by 

law.  and  not  filled  before  the  recess,  and  also 
cases  of  offices  that  had  been  filled,  and  in  which 
vacancies  had  happened  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate. 

The  third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution,  in  speaking  of  the  Senate,  declares 
that  ••  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation  or  other- 
■  wise,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature  of  any 
'  Stale,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make  tempo- 
'  rary  appointments,  until  the  next  meeting  of 
'  the  Legislature,  whicti  shall  then  fill  such  va- 
'  cancies."  No  instance  can  be  cited,  where  the 
Executive  of  a  State  has  made  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment during  the  recess  ol'  the  Legislature. 
unless  the  office  had  been  before  full,  and  such 
person,  so  appointed,  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

During  the  recess  of  the  Legislature  of  Dela- 
ware a  vacancy  happened  in  the  representation  of 
that  Slate,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
The  period  for  the  session  of  the  Legislature  be- 
ing near,  the  Governor  did  not  appoint.  The 
Legislature  met.  and.  from  some  difference  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  the  session  terminated 
without  choosing  a  Senator.  The  Governor  then 
appointed  Mr.  Johns  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and, 
upon  his  presenting  his  credentials,  the  Senate 
were  of  opinion  that  he  was  not  constitutionally 
appointed,  because  the  vacancy  had  not  happened 
duririg  the  recess,  when  the  appointment  was 
made,  but  only  existed,  having  taken  place  pre- 
vious to  that  recess. 

A  case  was  stated:  suppose  Congre^s  create  an 
office,  to  be  occupied  at  a  future  day.  may  not 
the  President  appoint  at  such  day.  if  in  the  re- 
cess? the  answer  is.  he  cannot — and  the  genile- 
man  who  supposed  the  case  gave  the  answer  by 
showfng  the  judgment  of  Congress,  in  providing, 
by  the  lax  acts,  the  last' session,  which  were  to 
be  executed  at  a  future  day,  that  the  President 
should  have  authority  to  appoint  the  officers  dur- 
ing the  recess,  which  would  have  been  superflu- 
ous and  useless,  if  he  had  the  power  under  the 
Constitution. 

An  attempt  is  made  to  escape  from  the  obvious 
and  natural  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  Consti- 
tution by  declaring  there  is  a  difference  between 
offices  internal  and  external — and  that  the  clause 
which  limits  the  power  of  appointment  in  the 
President  to  vacancies  which  may  happen  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Senate,  applies  only  to  in- 
ternal offices,  that  is,  to  offices  to  be  executed 
within  the  United  States.  This  is  susceptible  of 
several  answers  which  are  conclusive.  If  the 
President  has  not  the  power,  linder  this  clause, 
with  its  limitations,  he  possesses  no  power  to 
appoint  during  the  recess  ;  for  the  first  clause 
grants  the  power  to  the  President  only  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  and  he  has  uo 
power  on  this  subject  but  in  these  two  clauses. 
The  Constitution  makes  no  difference  between 
officers  who  are  to  execute  their  functions,  whe- 
ther in  or  out  of  the  United  Stales.  There  is  no 
pretence  or  color  for  such  distinction  in  any  sen- 
tence or  word  in  the  Constitution. 


a  meaning  it 


If  it  could  be  tortured  into  such 
would,  considering  the  avowed  object  in  raising 
the  existing  military  force  of  the  United  Stales, 
apply  to  all  the  officers  of  the  army;  and  would 
in  all  cases  apply  to  the  officers  of  the  navy,  who 
necessarily  are  to  execute  most  of  their  duties 
out  of  the  United  States.  They  go  from  this 
country,  and  so  do  your  public  Ministers,  and 
their  operations  are  principally  out  of  the  territo- 
rial limits  of  this  nation. 

It  is  said  that  in  peace  with  a  foreign  nation 
the  office  exists;  that  in  war  it  ceases.  Peace  is 
restored,  or  a  mediation  offered,  as  in  the  present 
case,  and  the  office  happens,  and  the  vacancy 
happens  at  the  same  moment.  Without  making 
any  remarks  which  naturally  arise  on  this  queer 
fancy,  it  will  be  considered  a  sufficient  answer  to 
say  that  if  the  Constitution  could  have  intended 
such  a  meaning,  it  would  have  said,  in  all  cases 
where  offices  happen,  «Lc.  Besides,  it  is  import- 
ant for  this  supposition,  that  however  destructive 
war  may  be,  the  office  of  Ambassador  is  always 
an  exception,  and  is  never  destroyed  by  war;  be- 
ing an  office  by  which  war  itself  is  extinguished. 

Much  pains  have  been  taken  to  show  that  the 
office  of  Ambassador  and  public  Minister  results 
from  the  law  of  nations  or  from  the  Constitution, 
and  not  from  statute.  Having  already  stated  ray 
own  opinion  on  this  subject,  il  is  quite  needless 
to  examine  further  the  question,  and  more  so,  as, 
let  their  creation  or  existence  be  according  to 
whatever  any  imagination  may  suggest,  the  Con- 
stitution equally  applies  to  them;  and  it  does 
especially  so  by  name.  Another  objection  of  a 
like  kind  has  been  made,  susceptible  of  like  reply, 
viz:  that  the  function  or  employment  of  an  Am- 
bassador or  public  Minister  is  not  an  office.  It  is 
treated  as  an  office,  and  by  this  name,  in  the  civil 
law  and  by  all  the  writers  on  English  law  from 
the  days  ot  Lord  Coke  to  the  present  lime.  Will 
It  be  contended  that  an  Ambassador  cannot  be 
impeached?  And  can  any  one  but  an  officer  be 
impeached?  But  if  gentlemen  were  correct  in 
this  remark,  it  is  not  of  the  smallest  consequence  ; 
for  the  clause  which  grants  a  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent 10  fill  up  vacancies  does  not  use  the  term 
office,  but  says  the  President  shall  have  power  to 
fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  and  must  apply  to  all  the 
appointments  named  or  included  in  the  preceding 
clause;  and.  if  it  do  not,  the  President  has  no 
power,  except  in  connexion  with  the  Senate;  for 
that  says  the  President  shall  nominate,  and  by 
and  Willi  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  Ambassadors  and  other  public  Min- 
isters. 

It  IS  said  that  the  precedents  of  all  the  Ad- 
ministraiions.  including  General  Washington's, 
are  against  the  construction  contained  in  these 
resolutions.  No  precedents  can  weigh  against 
the  plain  sense  and  meaning  of  the  Constituiioa 
and  its  express  provisions.  A  contrary  position 
would  involve  this  palpable  absurdity,  viz:  to 
render  the  Goverament  superior  to  the  Con- 
stitution; which  is  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
principle  of  all  society,  that  the  Constitution  is 
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right 
all    the 


ought 


at  all  times  to 
measures   of   Gov- 


iiuperior  lo  and  o( 
jirect   aiiJ   control 
JbrtfineDt. 

2    "  Precedents,"  says  the  respectable  Common- 
Jwt-alth  olj  Virginia.  "  are  so  much  positive  power. 

Jajid  the  nation  that  once  reposes  on  the  pillow 
of  political  con6dence,  will  sooner  or  later  end 
iw  poliiical  existence  in  a  deadly  lethargy.  We 
f  ate  all  bound  to  look  for  security,  not  from  the 
'  personal  probity  of  man,  but  from  the  barriers 
o(  the  Constitution." 
U  precedents  are  already  established,  which 
'oanin  any  degree  be  broujjht  to  sanction  tlie.ex- 
Vrcise  of  power  now  claimed  by  the  President,  it 
tbehooves  us  to  be  more  vigilant,  and  to  endeavor 
ko (arrest  the  progress  of  (he  evil,  by  all  means  in 
^UT  power. 

V  The  Closes  cited  as  precedents  in  the  lime  of 
eneral  Washington  are,  first,  one  or  more, 
here  he  appointed  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
0  a  vacaijcy  that  happened  during  the  recess,  by 
iithf  person's  not  accepting  the  office  lo  which  he 
^is  appointed  by  the  Presidentand  Senate.  The 
igentleman  who  cites  this  as  a  precedent,  is  com- 
"'pelled  to  make  a  construction,  which  I  contend 
ijs  not  warranted  by  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
lihe  Constitution,  viz :  that  the  office  i.s  not  full 
■{until  a  ptrsoQ  ha:!  been  appointed  to  and  accepts 
-the  office. 

i  The  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution 
'evidently  was,  that  the  President  and  Senate 
^should  fill  the  office ;  that  the  Senate  should  ad- 
♦vise  and  consent  (hereto.  In  the  case  of  a  person 
•bti^ing  so  appointed,  the  Senate  has  consented  to 
•itbe  officl^  and  to  its  being  tilled  by  an  officer 
jrnominateJ  by  the  President;  their  authority  has 
^b<*nas  completely  exercised,  as  though  he  had  ac- 
^cepted  aiid  performed  the  duties  of  the  office, 
t  These  twb  departments  of  Government  have  done 
Jail  on  thtjir  part  to  fill  the  office,  and  as  relates  to 
I  them  thd  office  may  truly  be  said  to  have  been 
Ift^ll. 

■"  In  cas"  of  resignation  during  the  recess,  no 
doubt  is  entertained  of  the  happening  of  a  va- 
cancy. Is  not  every  declining  of  an  office  con- 
ferred, b»^ore  or  after  accepting  it.  a  resignation  ? 
To  decline  to  aqcept.  or  to  continue  to  execute, 
^are  in  substance  ihe  same  thing. 
♦;  A  conjmission  is  stated  to  have  been  made  to 
jtMr.  Shoi^t  by  President  Washington  during  the 
JrtK:e>s.  The  faci  is,  Mr  Short  was  at  that  time 
i'lhe  ResKient  Mitjisier  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  to 
J  which  oOice  he  had  been  duly  appointed  by  the 
f  President  and  SJenate  ;  and  upon  there  being  a 
ijpptospect  of  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  boun- 
^daries  bt^tween  ihe  United  States  and  Spain,  a 
Jcommisiton  was  issued  to  him  for  this  particular 
'"  jettlemeijt,  and  was  not  only  in  the  nature  of  an 
I '  idstructu'n.  but  aJso  an  authority  to  conclude  this 
piriicula^r  business,  that  it  might  be  necessary  to 
'  proffer  tij  the  Sj^anish  Court,  to  evince  to  them 
tijat  he  Was  duly  authorized  to  perform  that  which 
h^  was  instructed  to  do.  He  was  equally  the 
1  Minister  of  the  FJuited  States  betore,  as  after,  he 
%-r?ceived"this  commission  ;  and  the  President  was 
•^no  more  obliged  to  advise  with  the  Senate  on 


this  than  on  any  other  instruction  or  special  pow- 
er. He  chose  to  intrust  him  with  it.  as  Minister 
to  Spam,  to  which  the  Senate  had  already  ad- 
vised and  consented. 

It  is  customary  after  the  appointment  of  a  Min- 
ister to  grant  (o  him,  from  (ime  to  time,  special 
commissions  to  conclude  particular  business — his 
general  commission  establishes  his  character,  his 
special  commission  his  authority  in  particular 
cases. 

The  other  cases  are  those  of  John  Paul  Jones, 
appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers, 
June  1792.  David  Humphreys,  for  the  same 
purpose,  21st  March,  1795.  Mr.  Barclay,  Consul 
at  Morocco,  31st  March,  1791. 

Our  concerns  with  the  Barbary  Powers  had 
been  negotiated  and  settled  by  persons  appointed, 
and  authorized  by  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States,  residentat  the  Courts  of  Spam  and  France, 
who  were  authorized  to  employ  such  agent?. 
Mr.  Barclay  was  so  appointed  by  Doctor  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  at  Paris. 
In  1790.  many  citizens  of  the  United  States  were 
prisoners  at  Algiers,  and  our  affairs  at  Morocco 
were  in  an  unsettled  state. 

The  whole  subject  was  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate by  President  Washington,  whereupon  the 
Senate  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with 
him,  and  after  a  conference,  the  committee  re- 
ported resolutions  relative  to  the  whole  subject, 
which  authorized  the  President  to  take  measures 
for  confirming  the  treaty,  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Emperor  of  iMorocco  ;  and 
Mr.  Barclay,  who  was  probably  then  at  Mo- 
rocco, and  had  made  the  treaty  referred  to,  under 
the  direction  of  our  foreign  Ministers  at  Paris, 
received  the  appointment,  as  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  and  for  the  purpose  enjoined 
by  the  Senate.  * 

The  Senate  also  authorized  the  President  to 
take  measures  to  conclude  a  convention  or  treaty 
with  Algiers,  for  the  establishment  of  a  peace 
with  them,  on  certain  specified  terms,  containing 
the  sums,  beyond  which  they  did  not  authorize 
the  President  to  stipulate,  for  the  ransom  of 
American  prisoners,  and  for  the  annual  tribute  to 
be  paid  to  the  Dey  ;  and  the  Senate  resolved  that 
if  the  President  made  such  a  treaty  they  would 
ratify  the  same. 

The  President  commissioned  .\Ir.  Humphreys, 
then  Minister  at  Madrid,  to  make  such  treaty; 
and  he,  according  to  the  custom  formerly  adopted 
by  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States,  employed 
.Mr.  Donaldson,  who  made  a  treaty  on  those  terms, 
which  treaty  the  Senate  did  afttrwards  ratify. 

The  President  and  Senate  agreed  on  a  com- 
pact which  they  were  willing  to  make  with  the 
Dey  of  Algiers,  and  the  Senate  authorized  the 
President  to  execute  it,  and  for  this  purpose  he 
employed  Colonel  Humphreys,  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  whom  the  Senate  had  approved 
as  a  public  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Madrid.  He 
received  no  new  appointment,  and  no  additional 
emolument,  but  a  commission  or  power  to  carry 
into  effect  that,  which  the5e  two  departments  bad 
agreed  upon. 
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I  think  it  may  be  fairly  pre5umed.  that  the  sen- 
tleman,  who  cited  these  cases,  will  not,  on  reflec- 
tion, conclude  that  they  form  any  precedent  to 
justify  President  Madison's  issuing  the  three  com- 
missions in  April  last,  to  Messrs.  Gallatin.  Adams, 
and  Bayard. 

The  case  cited  of  Mr.  Morris,  is  that  of  a  per- 
son holding  no  public  character,  but  merely  a 
private  agent  to  confer  with,  and  learn  from  gen- 
tlemen of  distinction  in  England,  whether  the 
Government  of  that  country  was  disposed  to 
settle  the  differences  subsisting  between  the  two. 
and  for  this  purpose  to  exchange  Ministers.  He 
had  no  letters  of  credence,  commission,  power  or 
authority  whatever,  whereby  he  could  bind  the 
nation. 

With  respect  to  precedents  in  the  time  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  the  gentleman  who  adduced  them  sup- 
posed they  would  not  weigh  much  in  my  mind. 
As  regards  them,  and  the  very  few  that  are  quoted 
to  have  occu'red  in  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Adams,  I  make  no  remark,  except  that  if  the 
Constitution  be  yet  considered  superior  to  the 
Government,  and  if  the  construction  I  have  given 
of  it  be  just,  and  it  appears  to  me  unavoidable, 
precedents  of  this  kind,  however  numerous,  by 
whomsoever  introduced,  and  by  whatever  motives 
they  were  suffered  to  pass,  cannot  be  of  the  small- 
est avail. 

A  mode  of  construction  has  been  adopted  by 
some  gentlemen,  in  order  to  defend  and  support 
the  power  of  the  President,  that  cannot  fail  of 
creating  just  alarm  in  the  mind  of  every  one  at- 
tached to  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  and 
who  supposes  its  liberties  depend  in  any  degree 
on  an  observance  of  the  provisions  of  that  instru- 
ment. 

It  is  said  the  Constitution  consists  of  general 
phrases,  and  must  receive  a  construction  accord- 
ing to  expediency  or  necessity,  supposed  to  exist 
by  those  who  claim  the  power. 

"As  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  are 
'  defined,  powers  inherent,  implied  or  expedient. 
'  areobviously  the  creatures  of  ambition.  The  care 
'  expended  in  defining  powers,  would  otherwise 
'  have  been  superfluous.  Powers  exiracted  from 
'  such  sources  will  be  indefinitely  multiplied  by  the 
'  aid  of  armies  and  patronage,  which,  with  the  im- 
'  possibility  of  controlling  them  by  any  demarca- 
'  tion.  would  presently  terminate  reasoning,  and 
'  ultimately  swallow  up  the  State  sovereignties." 
This  IS  the  doctrine  of  the  great  State  of  Virginia. 
as  declared  to  the  world  in  the  year  1799.  That 
))owerful  Commonwealth,  which  has  afforded  lo 
the  United  Slates  almost  all  the  precedents  as 
well  as  most  of  the  axioms  and  political  creeds 
that  regulate  our  faith  and  rule  our  destinies, 
further  expresses  its  deep  regret.  "That  a  spirit 
'  has  in  sundry  instances  been  manifested  by  the 
'  Federal  Government  to  enlarge  its  powers,  by 
'  forced  constructions  of  the  Constitutional  charter 
'  which  dt-fines  them,  and  that  indications  have  ap- 
'  peared  of  a  design  to  expound  certain  general 
'  phrases,  so  as  to  destroy  the  meaning  and  effect 
*  of  the  particular  enumerati(jn.  which  necessarily 
'  explains  and  limits  the  phrases,  so  as  to  coasoli- 


•  date  the  States  by  degrees  into  one  sovereignty ; 
'  the  obvious  tendency  of  which  would  be  to  trans- 
■  form  the  present  republican  system  of  the  United 
'  States  into  an  absolute  or  at  best  a  mixed  mon- 
'  archy." 

The  general  phrase  which  alone  can  apply  lo 
the  President,  is  that  which  says..the  Executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  of  America. 

The  Government  and  its  various  Departments 
possess  all  the  powers  that  are  granted  to  them  by 
this  Constitution,  and  all  incidental  powers  ne- 
cessary to  carry  into  execution  powers  expressly 
granted.  All  general  phrases  are  defined  and 
limited  by  the  particular  enumeration  of  powers 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  embraced  by 
the  general  phrases.  The  power  to  appoint  Am- 
bassadors and  other  public  Ministers,  which  might 
have  been  included  in  the  declaration  that  vests 
the  Executive  power  in  a  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  of  America,  is  unquestionably  limited 
by  that  section,  which  enumerates  the  offices  and 
defines  the  manner  in  which  officers  shall  be  ap- 
pointed. 

The  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States.  His 
power  of  appointment  under  this  general  grant  is 
also  limited  by  the  manner  in  which  this  authority 
is  ordered  to  be  exercised. 

If  this  principle  be  nol  true,  the  whole  enume- 
ration and  definition  of  powers  granted  by  the 
Constitution  are  absolutely  superfluous. 

We  are  told  that  necessity  may  be  pleaded  for 
the  exercise  of  the  power  claimed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. There  never  was  a  Government  that  was 
less  authorized  to  make  a  plea  of  this  kind  than 
the  present,  for  it  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  perfect 
ease  to  procure  any  amendment  or  alteration  that 
the  dominant  party  may  think  advisable.  And 
notwithstanding  all  that  we  have  heard  of  the  ex- 
pediency and  necessity  of  this  power  being  ex- 
clusively in  the  President,  we  have  never  known 
of  any  material  inconvenience  during  the  very 
critical  times  in  which  General  Wasliington  and 
.Mr.  Adams  administered  the  Government,  from  an 
observance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

Difficulties  are  suggested  in  the  case  of  an  ar- 
mistice or  truce  being  proposed  or  intended,  when 
the  Senate  is  not  in  session.  The  President  has, 
in  his  cipacity  of  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  an  unquestioned  right  to  nego- 
,  tiate  and  settle  a  truce.  This  is  necessary  to  carry 
iolo  execution  his  functions  as  supreme  Com- 
mander of  the  military  force  of  the  nation,  and  it 
is  not  limited  or  defined  by  any  provision  of  the 
instrument. 

The  case  of  Admiral  Warren's  proposal  lo  ne- 
gotiate, is  mentioned  as  involving  difficulties,  if 
the  President  had  chosen  to  listen  to  any  oflers  of 
peace.  The  statute,  however,  which  creates  the 
Department  of  State,  authorizes  the  principal  offi- 
cer of  that  Department  to  execute  such  duties  re- 
lative to  negotiations  with  public  Ministers  from 
foreign  States  or  Princes.  Indeed  the  Secretary 
of  State  did  in  fact  act  and  correspond  with,  and 
offered  lo  negotiate  with  Admiral  Warren. 


f  '■* 


*'   !► 


i 


' 


11 


^-  ; 


'55 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


756 


IBNATB. 


Extemthe  AjfpointmenU. 


ArsiL,  18U. 


t 


So  lh«tall  the  cases  which  hare  happened,  and  |  plicate  our  affairs  with  her's?    To  this  the  Sen- 

Vruch  were   suppoeed    to  inTolve  difficulties  of  i  ate  has  not  absented,  and  if  the  power  claimed  by 

/lagnitude,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  Con- I  the  President   is  to  be  thus  exercised,  it  would 

tiiutionai  provisions,  are  all  provided  for,  and  the    not  to  my  mind  be  any  recommendation  of  this 

ifiiculties  are  imaginary — neither  necessity  nor  '  mode  of  construction.     If  this  doctrine  be  main- 


yen  expt'diency  have  as  yet  required  any  other 

^Drrer  than  what  is  granted  according  to  the  plain 

'Voseof thtfinstruffient.    Neces-sity always authori- 

it's  what   it  requires — but  it  will   not  be  asserted 

pal  the  appoinlmt'nt  under  the  offered  mediation 

If  Russia  was  necessary,  as  the  mission  itself  was 


tained,  it  would  seem  that  the  Constitution  is  to 
be  construed  not  according  to  the  intention  and 
meaning  of  the  instrument,  but  according  to  the 
events  of  convulsed  Europe,  the  rise  and  fall  of 
nations,  the  victory  and  defeat  of  armies  on  the 
great  continent ;  and  the  powers  of  the  President 


,'holly  useless.  But  gentlemen  assume  a  latitude  '  are  to  be  moulded  and  fashioned,  not  even  ac- 
•f  construction  for  which  they  have  not  the  small-  ;  cording  to  his  will,  nor  that  of  one  multitudinous 
jiJt  authority.  They  argue  from  what  their  im-  diplomacy  in  Europe,  but  according  to  the  vicis- 
•gmations  suggest  ought  to  be  in  the  Constitu-  i  situdes  of  human  affairs  there,  and  the  estimate 
Jion  that  ij  really  is  there  by  construction.  |  which  fallible  men  may  make  of  them.     Surely 

S  If  any  particular  power  be  claimed  by  the  j  then,  the  Federal  compact,  instead  of  being  the 
^overnrnt-nt,  or  any  Department  thereof,  the  palladium  of  our  rights,  is  a  model  of  wax,  sub- 
/^$ly  way  i)  ascertain  if  it  can  be  lawfully  exer-    ject  to  be  reshaped  by  the  rudest  hands  and  the 


|^s9d,  is  tu  examine  if  it  be  expressly  granted  by 
^le  Constit^ition — ,f  not,  whether  it  be  necessary 
p  carry  inio  execution  any  express  power  that  is 
Sranted.     If  the  power  cannot  be  found   under 
Either  of  these  heads,  it  does  not  exist,  and  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  the  Government.     They 
[re  not  an»werable  for  mischiefs  that  flow  from 
^  want  of  power,  which  the  people  did  not  choose 
\)  delegate.     But  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
^lat  any  such  mischiefs  are  to  be  apprehended. 
J   What  powers  it  would  be  expedient  or  proper 
ijr  the  Government  to   possess,  is  one  question 
|i)tally  distinct  from  that  which  asks  what  pow- 
ers it  does  possess  ;  and  the  latter  is  the  only  one 
•hich    those  who  administer   the   Government 
Lave  a  right  to  make  in  order  to   regulate  their 
iooduct.     The  first  is  settled  by  the  Convention 


most  changeable  events  of  the  old  as  well  as  the 
New  World. 

The  President  intimates  do  necessity  or  urgent 
expediency  as   an   excuse   for    this  appointment. 
He  commissions  these  gentlemen  to  act  without 
any  regard    to   the   Senate,  or   any  limitation  in 
time  ot  the  commission  of  the  Ministers — and  if 
it  is  asked  why  was  it  necessary  that  the  Constitu- 
I  tiooal  limitation  should    be  inserted  in  the  com- 
I  mission;  the  answer  is  obviuus,  viz:   that  the 
•  nation   with   whom    they   were    to    treat    might 
>  know  the  extent  of  their  authurity.    It  is  a  conclu- 
I  sive  argument  against  the   commissioning  these 
I  Eavoys   without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
(  Senate,  that   any  commission  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  the  smallest  color  of  right  for  issuing, 
must  necessarily  have  been  of  no  validity  before 


If  1787,  and  the  Congress  of  the  same  year,  and  they  could  possibly  act  under  it;  there  being  a 
ty  the  States  who  accepted  and  ratified  the  Con-  moral  certainty  that  the  session  of  the  Senate 
iitdtioQ   proposed   by  the  Convention  of  Phila-    succeeding  the  recess  in  which   they  were  com- 


elphia.    The  other  must  be  decided  by  the  plain 

uport  of  tae  words  of  the  Constitution. 

y  One  tiius  we  ar«  told  the  President  is  weak  in 

wer,  and  requires  strengthening  at  our  hands  ; 

ut  m    the  course  of  half  an  hour's  speech,  he 

ecomes   possessed  of  terrific  authorities  which 

anscend  imagination,  and  it  is  said  the  circuin- 

fances  of  the  times  are  changed,  and  that  the 

i^'onstitutKtn  is  to  be  construed  according  to  these 

*aanges,  aiid  especially   according  to  the  great 

^d   passini;  events  of  Europe  ;  and  I  am  most 

immphanHy  asked  what  could  be  done  under  the 

jnstruction  of  the  powers  of  the  Government 

rtated  with  respect  to  the  Congress  of  Man- 

ieira  ;  and  I  might  also  be  asked  what  in  respect 


missioned,  would  have  ended  before  even  their 
arrival  at  the  intended  scene  of  their  operations; 
and  by  the  time  they  came  to  act,  if  it  was  ever 
expected  they  would  or  could  act,  their  commis- 
sion would  be  of  no  avail,  and  they  would  have 
DO  more  power  to  negotiate  than  any  individual 
who  walked  the  streets  of  St.  Petersburg.  This 
is  a  striking  evidence  of  the  consequences  of 
promptitude  of  action,  the  benefits  of  which  are 
presumed  to  justify  any  construction  that  the 
Executive  may  choose  to  adopt. 

The  other  two  commissions  which  the  Presi- 
dent was  pleased  to  issue  to  these  gentlemen, 
are  in  the  same  terms  as  to  the  extent  of  their 
power  on  the  subject  of  trade  with  Great  Britain 


i»  the   Cor.gress  of  Prague,  or  the  Congress  of    and  Russia,  and  no  one  has  pretended  there  was 

[halilloD.     I  conl'ess,  sir,  these  hints  suggest  to    the  smallest  occasion  for  haste  on   these  two  ne- 
iy  mind  new  doubts  and  new  apprehensions.     I  i  goliations.     They  entirely  disregard  the  Senate, 

\%ve  seen  that  the  Emperor  of  France  took,  or  j  as  though  they  were  no  more  entitled  to  a  voice 
tther  continued  his  care  of  us  last  June,  and  j  in  the  appointment  than  any  stranger  to  the 
Jroposed  our  mingling  the  aff'airs  of  the  United  •  Government, 
f  tales  with  those  of  all  Europe,  in  the  Congress  The  necessity  now  pretended  in  argument,  is 
•M  Prague.  And  are  the  five  Atoerican  Minis- j  perfectly  idle;  and  a  case  more  periectly  free 
iors,  instead  of  bemg  sent  to  treat  either  directly  '  from  any  reason  or  apology  than  the  one  which 
i/ith  EngUod  as  approved  here,  or  as  formerly  ,  has  given  rise  to  these  resolutions  cannot  be  well 

fretended  under  the   mediation  of  Russia,  now  |  imagined. 

h  follow  the   fortunes  of  France,  and  to  com- 1      The  proposed  mediaiion  was   officially  made 
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on  the  8th  day  of  March,  it  was  informally  made 
in  February — the  Senate  was  to  convene  on  the 
25th  May  following,  the  Ministers  were  com- 
missioned on  the  17ih  of  April.  If  any  circum- 
stance in  the  President's  mind  required  a  depar- 
ture of  the  Envoys  before  the  day  when  the  Senate 
was  to  assemble,  there  was  lime  enough  to  sum- 
mon the  Senate  seasonably  to  meet  this  urgency, 
after  he  knew  and  accepted  the  mediation  ;  and 
beside  this  particular  business,  there  were  a  great 
many  appointments,  which  he  was  authorized 
to  make  in  the  recess,  and  which  were  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Seuaie  at  their  next  session  ;  that 
their  time  might  have  been  fully  occupied  before 
the  other  House  would  have  met  according  to  the 
time  of  adjournment. 

Further:  the  precipitancy  of  these  appoint- 
ments, which  so  uufortunately  took  place  in  this 
case,  cannot  fail,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  result, 
of  being  matter  of  deep  regret  to  every  man  who 
feels  the  honor  of  the  country. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  mediation, 
without  any  intimation  that  Great  Britain  had 
or  would  accede  to  it. 

It  IS  the  practice  of  all  nations  not  to  accept  a 
mediation  otherwise  than  by  a  convention  ne- 
gotiated, concluded  and  signed,  which  shall  de- 
termine for  what  end,  upon  what  object,  and  in 
what  manner  it  shall  be  exercised. 

The  Emperorof  France,  the  last  Summer,  when  ! 
his  fortunes  appeared  at  their  lowest. ebb,  when  i 
he  was   assailed    by  the  combined  I'orce  of  the 
most  powerful  nations,  and  had  reason  to  tremble 
for   the  safety  of  all  his  dominions,  received  an 
offer  of  mediation  from  his  potent  (riend  and  ally 
the  Emperor  of  Austria.     At  this  dreadful  crisis 
of  his  affairs,  he  declined  this  much  desired  medi- 
ation, which  seemed  to  offer  the  best  prospect  of 
relief,  until  such  a  convention   should  be  negoti-  | 
ated,  concluded  and  signed,  with  all  the  necessary  ' 
stipulations;  and  tht  Courtof  Vienna  immediately  | 
furnished  a  person  with  instructions  and  powers  i 
to  negotiate,  conclude  and  sign  a  couvention  rela-  i 
tive  to  the  mediation  which  she  offered. 

On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  so  soon  as  a  | 
mediation  was  offered  by  the  ally  of  England,  the  ' 
President  instantly  accepted  it,  without  any  stip-  } 
uiation  of  the  end,  the  object,  or  the  manner  of  ; 
exercising  such  mediation,  for  the  avowed  pur-  j 
pose  of  term  I  Dating  a  war,  which  only  nine  months  ! 
before   we    had    most    rashly  commenced.     We  i 
then  sue  to  a  British  admiral,  who  blockades  our 
ports,  for    permission    to  send   the   most  distin- 
guished officers  of  our  Government  to  the  frozen 
regions  of  the  .North,  there  to  hope  for  some  sort 
of  aid  from  the  most  intimate  ally  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  conciliating  his   master  to  grant  us   that 
peace  which  only  six  months   before,  when  ten- 
dered at  our  own  doors,  was  spurned  at,  and  re- 
jected with  disdain.     Nine  months  after  this  pre- 
mature acceptance  of  the  mediation,  and  not  be- 
fore, we  are  indebted  to  our  proud  enemy  for  the 
knowledge,  that  sl^e  would  not  treat  with  Envoys 
under  this  offered  mediation,  and  that  she  had  de- 
clined the  proposal  of  Russia.     Who  is  there  that 
does  not  feel  that  the   honor  of  the   nation   has 


been  tarnished,  that  its  character  has  been  soiled 
in  the  face  of  the  world  ?  All  this  we  have  suf- 
fered without  attaining  the  smallest  benefit.  The 
degradation  which  the  nation  has  borne  is  the 
only  consequence  of  that  boasted  promptitude  of 
action,  which  was  to  justify  this  total  disregard 
of  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  the  privileges  of 
the  Senate. 

I  have  endeavored  to  answer  the  objections 
which  have  been  made  to  my  understandiDg  of 
the  Constitution,  and  also  to  demonstrate,  that 
the  reasons  which  are  offered  to  justify  this  act 
of  the  President  are  totally  unfounded,  and  cau- 
Dot  be  admitted  by  any  who  feel  bound  to  admin- 
ister the  Constitution  according  to  its  obvious 
sense  and  meaning. 

In  days  past,  when  the  revenues  of  the  coun- 
try were  small,  its  officers  few,  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  not  a  tenth  part  of  what  it  now  is, 
and  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  might  be 
considered  paltry  indeed  to  what  now  exists,  and 
the  powers  of  the  President  limited  by  the  strict 
letter  of  the  Constitution,  great  fears  were  enter- 
tained and  expressed  of  the  Republic  being  sub- 
verted, and  a  monarchy  instituted  in  its  stead. 

Without  attempting  to  excite  apprehensions 
by  any  suggestions  of  my  own.  I  take  the  liberty 
to  ask  gentlemen  to  reflect  on  the  stale  of  the 
Government  in  those  days  and  in  these,  and  then 
to  read  the  observations  of  ihe  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  in  the  address  of  their  Legislature, 
made  in  January,  1799.  and  sanctioned,  if  not 
written  by  -Mr.  Madison,  then  a  member  of  that 
Legislature  : 

'If  measures  can  mould  governraeois,  and  if 
'  an  uncontrolled  power  of  construction  is  surren- 
'  dered  to  those  who  administer  them,  their  pro- 

•  gress  may  be  easily  seen,  aod  their  end  easily 
'  foretold.  A  lover  of  monarchy,  who  opens  the 
'  treasury  of  corruption  by  dislributingemoluraenls 
'  among  devoted  partisans,  may  at  the  same  time 

•  be  approaching  his  object  arwi  deluding  the  peo- 
'  pie  with  professions  of  republicanism.     He  may 

•  confound  monarchy  and  republicanism  by  the  art 
'  of  definition.  He  may  varnish  over  the  dexterity 
«  which  ambition  never  fails  to  display,  with  the 
'  pliancy  of  language,  the  seduction  of  expediency, 

•  or  the  prejudices  of  the  times.  Measures  have 
'  already  been  adopted  which  may  lead  to  these 
'  consequences.     They  consist  in  fiscal  systems 

•  and  arrangements,  which  keep  an  host  of  com- 
'  mercial  and  wealthy  individuals  embodied,  and 
'  obedient  to  the  mandates  of  the  Treasury.     In 

•  armies  and  navies,  which  will,  on  the  one  hand, 
'  enlist  the  tendency  of  man  to  pay  homage  to  his 

•  fellow  creatures,  who  can  feed  or  honor  him.  and 

•  on  the  other,  employ  the  principle  of  fear,  by 
'  punishing  imaginary  insurrection,  under  the  pre- 
•■  text  of  preventive  justice.  In  the  extensive  es- 
'  tablishment  of  a  vulunteer  militia,  rallied  to- 
'  gether  by  a  political  creed,  armed  and  officered 
'  by  the  Executive  power,  so  as  to  deprive  the 
'  States  of  their  Constitutional  right  to  appoint 

•  militia  officers,  and  to  place  the  great  bulk  of  the 
'  people  in  a  defenceless  situation.    In  swarms  of 

•  officers,  civil  and  military,  who  can  inculcate  po- 
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!  litical  tetiets  (ending  to  consotidaiion  and  mon- 
'  archy,  bjih   by  indulgences  and  severities,  and 
can  act  ..s  spies  uver  the  free  exercise  of  human 
reason.      In   trar,sferring   to  the  Executive  im- 
*  portant  legislative  powers,  particularly  the  power 
'  of  raisii4^  armies|  and  borrowing  money  without 
hraitatioh  of  interest.     In  establishing  by  suc- 
cessive p!(ecedenfs,such  a  mode  of  construing  the 
Constituiion,  as  will   rapidly  remove  every  re- 
straint upoa  federal  power.     Let  history  be  con- 
sulted ;  let  the  nran  of  experience  reflect,  nay  let 
the  artificers  of  monarchy  be  asked,  what  further 
materials  they  can  need  for  building  up  their  fa- 
ff vorite  system." 
'     When  Mr.  Gore  had   concluded,  the  further 
yCODsideration  of  the  motion  was  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  m  December  oext. 


Proceedingt. 


April,  1814. 


Wednesday.  April  13. 

Mr.  S.MtTH.  frotn  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
•An  act  ^uppletpentary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  prcide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
fmilitia  slain,  and  for  the  militia  disabled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,"  reported,  that  the 
bill  involves  principles  requiring  more  consider- 
,ation  than  can  be  conveniently  afforded  during 
the  prest-nl  session  ;  and  therefore  recommend 
that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Bkown.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  it.e  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to'  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
lilies  and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisi- 
ana which  lies  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  island 
of  New  Orleans,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
mrnt. 

Mr.  Bkown,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
grant  donation  rights  to  certain  claimants  of  land 
in  the  Sta-te  of  Louisiana,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  BicowN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  subdivision  of  quarter  sections  of 
laud  of  lUe  United  Slates,"  reported  it  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  granting  pensions  to 
the  officers  and  seamen  serving  on  board  the  rev- 
enue cutiijrs.  in  ctrlain  cases,''  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  reftirred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
'val  Atiairii,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
I     The    bill,   eniiiled   "An    act   authorizing    the 
^President   to  cause   certain   parts  of  the  coast  of 
»the  United  Stale.s  to   be  surveyed,"  was  read  the 
-second  tiioe. 

The  biH,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  ceriiG- 
Icajtcs  of  .fonfirraation  of  claims  to  lands  in  the 
State  of  tiouisiaua,"  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  4th 
of  Februury,  on  {he  memorial  of  Thomas  Coop- 
er and  otijers,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  D.\NA.  from  the  committee   to  whom   was 
•referred  tae  bill  concerning  evidences  of  natural- 
izaiioD,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  th;rd  reauing  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 


i 


James  Lloyd  was  resumed,  and  the  reraaioina: 
blank  filled  with  "2,500." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Lloyd." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  confirming  certain  claira.s  to  land  in  the  Illi- 
nois Territory,  and  providing  for  their  location," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
King,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  the 
Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  President 
determined  the  question  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  one  of  the  major- 
ity, it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  last  vote; 
and,  on  the  que-^tion,  Shall  this  bill  be  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  9.  nays  11,  as 
follows: 

Ykis — Messrs.  Daggett,  Gilman,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Brown, 
Chace,  Fromentin,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Smith,  Turner, 
Wharton,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  tojether  with 
the  amendments,  were  resumed,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and.  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Stephen  Girard  ;"  and.  on  motion,  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  11,  nays  10,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Daggett.  Dana,  Gilman,  Goldsbo- 
rough, Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Var- 
num, and  Wella. 

^Ais — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Chace, 
Howell,  Lacock,  .Morrow,  Roberts,  Turner,  Wharton, 
and  Worthington. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for 
increasing  the  compensation  of  the  mejsengers 
of  the  Senate;  and  the  resolution  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed, 
by  unanimou.-j  consent,  that  the  resolution  be 
read  a  third  time  this  day.  The  resolution  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as  follows  : 

Rfsohed.  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Benjamin  G. 
Bowen,  and  Tobias  Simpson,  assistant!  to  the 
Sergeant-at-Arrasand  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate, 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  two  dollars  a 
day  for  each  day  they  may  have  attended  the  Sen- 
aie  during  the  present  session  of  Congress;  and 
that  Charles  Tims  be  allowed  seventy-five  dol- 
lars for  his  attendance  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Dana  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Hillhouse, 
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commissioner  of  the  school  fund  of  the  State  of 

Connecticut,  and  others,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
act  on  the  subject  at  the  present  session  ;  and,  on 
his  motion,  the  committee  was  discharged. 

A  message  from  the  House  ol  Repeesentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Arch'd  McCall;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  incorporating  the  Colum- 
bian Manufacturing  Con^ny  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;"  al.so  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers  who  may 
associate  and  organize  themselves  for  the  defence 
of  the  United  States  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Malcolm  ;"  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  further  ad- 
dition to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  esiablish- 
ins  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States  ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
for  those  purposes  ;"  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for.  to-morrow. 


Tuesday.  April  14. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborocgh, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay  before  Congress  a  state- 
ment of  the  several  sums  of  money  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war,  for  the  services  of 
the  militia  of  the  respective  Slates  or  Territories, 
previously  ordered  out  by  the  Governors  of  the 
same,  or  by  any  other  Stale  or  Territorial  author- 
ity, without  the  direction  of  the  President  ;  spe- 
cifying the  particular  State  or  Territory,  and  the 
amount  to  each. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales  to  accept  the  service 
of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and  organize 
themselves  for  the  defence  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ar- 
chibald McCall,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  incorporating  the 

Columbian  Manufacturing  Company  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia."  was  read  the 
second  lime,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon.  And  .Messrs. 
Goldsborough,  Gi^s,  and  Gilman,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  in  further  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States."  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  lessen  the 
compensation  for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
therein  mentioned  ;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
fur  those  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out  the 
tenth  section  of  the  bill,  amended  as  follows: 

"  8kc.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ex- 
penses incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  by  marching  the 
militia  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  Slates 
to  their  places  of  rendezvous,  in  pursuance  of  a  requi- 
sition of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  which 
shall  have  been  or  may  be  incurred  in  cases  of  calls 
made  by  the  authority  of  any  State  or  Territory,  which 
shall  have  been  or  may  be  approved  by  him,  shall  be 
adjusted  and  paid  in  like  manner  as  the  ei(>enses  in- 
curred after  the  arrival  at  such  place  of  rendezvous,  on 
the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United  St&tes : 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  authorizing  any  species  of  expenditure  pre- 
vious to  arriving  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  which  is 
not  provided  by  existing  laws  to  be  paid  for  after  their 
arrival  at  such  place  of  rendezvous  :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8,  nays 
17,  as  follows : 

YiAS — .Messrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb  of  Georgia, 
German,  Gilman,  Howell,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Stone. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  La- 
cock, .Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Varnum, 
Wharton,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  to  strke 
out,  of  section  10,  lines  5,  6,  7,  the  following 
words,  '"or  which  shall  have  been,  or  may  be 
incurred,  incases  of  calls  made  by  the  authority 
of  any  Slate  or  Territory,  which  shall  have  been 
or  may  be  approved  by  him,"  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  11.  uays  15.  as  follows: 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb  of  Georgia, 
Chace,  German,  Gilman,  Howell,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Stone,  and  Worthington. 

IV ATS — .Messrs.  .Anderson,  Condit,  Daggett,  From- 
entin, Giles,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  RoberU,  Robinson,  Smith,  Varnum,  and 
Wharton. 

And  ihe  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
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ijent  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. !  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  additional  appro- 
1  on   the  (jyestion,  Shall  the   amendments  be  '  priations  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 


srossed.  an  j  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
[ended  ?  it  was  de;ermined  in  the  affirmative. 
Vhc'  ameiKiments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
coi  firming  ctftawi  claims  ^  land  in  the  Illinois 
Ti  riiory.  and  p'rovijing  for  their  location,"  hav- 
inj  been  reported  correct,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
tir^  e  as  amended,  and  passed. 

he  bill  {(f  lessen  the  compensation  for  mar- 


eight  hundred  and  fourteen;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirit- 
uous liquors,  and  for«gn  merchandise,  and  for 
other   purposes.''   was   read    the   second   time  by 


vb*;s,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  therein  mentioned,  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  coiq 
ha  ,in^  been  reported  bythe  committee  correctly  mittee  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
eo  ro>sed,  w^  read  a  third  lime  by  unanimous  King.  Roberts,  and  Smith,  were  appointed  the 
CO,  went,  and  passed.  .  committee. 

V  rjoessage  from  t|.e  House  of  Representatives  !  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
inl>>rmed  the;  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  ,  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
th.btil.entiilt'd  'An  act  authorizing  an  augmen-  entitled"Anact  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  McCall," 
ta>  oaof  tbenjarinecorps,  and  for  other  purpose*."  ;  reported  it  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
wl^i  an  amer,dment^,  m  which  they  request  the    considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 


CO,  currence  (^  the  St?nate.  They  have  passed  a 
biii  ,  entitled  An  acr  allowing  compensation  for 
hC  rie*  owned  by  militia  or  volunteers,  and  killed 
orilofit  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;" 
ul-  ..  a  bill,  eniuled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
chi  se  of  the  vessels  captured  on  Lake  Erie;"  in 
w:  jell  bills  they  requcbi  the  concurrence  of  tlie 
Sh  ►ale. 

'he  Senate  resuiued,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W  loie,  the  considerijiion  of  the  bill  creating  the 
oti  .;e  of  Comptroller' of  ihe  War  and  Navy  De- 
j)a;  intents  ;  and,  aftef  debate,  adjourned. 

F RiD\Y,  April  15. 
ilr  MoRRuw,  from  the  Committee  on  JVaval 
A)  .11  r.s,  reported  the  hilh  entitled.  "An  act  grant- 
in'  pensions  to  the  officers  and  seamen  serving 
on  |bcard  the  revenue  cutters,  in  certain  cases." 
an,  'nded. 

^  'he  two  bi;l«!  brou:;lit  up  yesterday  for  concur- 
rei  -e  were  rtijd.  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

;  'he  bill,  ei»titled  "An  act  authorizing  thepur- 
ch'  se  of  the  \vssels  captured  on  Lake  Erie."  was 
re-  1  ilie  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
rei  rred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
CO   '^ider  and  report  thereon. 

he  Senaie  took  irao  consideration  the  amend- 
m*  it  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  'An  ici  aut.iorizing  an  augmentation  of 
th4marine  corps;"  and  concurred  therein. 

*n  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  committee  ap- 
polited  to  in.juire  into  the  expediency  of  esiab- 
lisl  njf  perm;vnent  rules  for  regulating  and  con- 
dul^mg  the  printing  and  .supply  of  stationery  for 
th(  .Senate  arjd  House  of  Representatives,  were 
dis  ;harged  frofli  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

'  'be  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  making  additional  ap-  |  Iigreed  to.  the  President  reported  the  bill  accord- 
pr.   iriations  for  the  service  of  the  year.  1SI4,"  was  I  ingly. 

res,  !  the  secot^d  time  by  unanimous  consent ;  and  |  On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
rel  rred  to  the  Comtnitiee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  |  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
co^ider  and  report  thereon.  |  affirmative— yeas  14.  nays  12,  as  follows: 

mes^ge  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ]      YsA.-Me«,r..  Anderson.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb 
l._T,'"f'^.^*^  '■^^"':'^  ^^""^  \^^T  ^»a''^Pa''sed  a  bill,  ;  of  Georgia,  Chace,  Condit.  Howell.   L.cock.  Morrow. 

Roberta.  Smith,  Tail,  Turner,  Wharton,  and  Worth- 


no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the  ex- 
portation and  transportation  of  sheep  from  the 
United  States,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  oth- 
erwise. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in 
addition  to  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  pur- 
poses," having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibh  of  Kentucky,  that  the 
bill  be  referred  to  a  committee  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
16,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Yba9 — MesHrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Brown> 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromenlin,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  RoberU,  Robinson,  Smith,  'Vamum,  Whar- 
ton, and  Worthington. 

>AT9 — Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Daggett,  Dana. 
German,  Gilman,  Goldshorough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Stone,  Tail,  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

Tlie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  creating  the 
office  of  Comptroller  for  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments ;  and,  sundry  amendments  having  been 


en  lied,  -An  act  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties 
on  icense*  ti;  retailers  of  wines,  liquors,  and  for- 
ei^«  ■  merchandise,  and  lor  other  purposes  ;"  also. 


mgton. 

Nats— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  German, 
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Oilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Stone,  and  Varnum. 

Mr.  GoLDsBORorcH,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in- 
corporating the  Columbian  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Worthington.  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
enntled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers 
who  may  associate  and  organize  themselves  for 
the  defence  of  the  United  Slates."  reported  it 
without  amendment. 


i, 


Saturday,  April  16. 

The  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee;  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to  with  an  amendment,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  pensions  to  the  officers  and  seamen 
serving  on  board  revenue  cutters  in  certain  cases;" 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  Hou-e  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  unanimouN  consent,  and  passed  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "'An 
act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1814,"  reported  it  with  ainend- 
ments,  which  were  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  and  agreed  to  ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  was  further  amended,  and  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  que>tion.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  it  was 
agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  this  day. 

The  bill  creating  the  office  of  Comptroller  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  liie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines. 


spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
menl. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerningcer- 
tificates  of  confirmation  to  lands  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana."  reported  it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill, entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee  ;  and.  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments  with  further  amendments,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  the  bill  lo  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative.  The 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ar- 
chibald McCall,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  to  strike 
out  '"last  Monday,''  and  insert  "second  Monday;" 
the  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  President 
determined  the  question  in  the  negative. 

On  his  motion,  to  strike  out  ''last,"  and  insert 
'"third."  the  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the 
President  determined  the  question  in  the  nega- 
tive ;  and,  no  further  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  the  third  read- 
ing. The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Pay- 
master of  the  Army,  and  allowing  a  sum  for  the 
employment  of  additional  clerks  in  his  office  for 
the  year  1814,  and  providing  for  the  appointment 
ot  Assistant  District  Paymasters,"  with  amend- 
ments;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  also  concur  in  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  mil- 
itia throughout  the  United  States,"  with  amend- 
ments; in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  to  establish  the  permanent  residence  of 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Slates  at  the 
seat  of  the  General  Government ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Hay  ;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  ""An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Hamilton  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  lo  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '"An  act  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Paymas- 
ter of  the  Array,  and  allowing  a  sum  for  the  em- 
ployment of  additional  clerks  in  his  office  for  the 
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;e«r  1814,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of] 
ssisiant  District   Paymasters."  and   concurred 
,erein. 

•  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
, Pills  to  tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  further  ad-  ■ 
tion  to  an  act.  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
provide  for  the   national  defence  by  eslablish- 

g  an   uniform   militia  throughout  the   United 

Jtstes."  and  conci^rred  therein. 

Mr.  Frumentin..  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 

•.il  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 

'n  act  auihorizing  the  purchase  of  the  vessels 

ptured  on   Lake-   Erie,"  reported    it   with    an 

jnendraent,  which   was  considered   as  in  Com- 

iltee    of  the    Wiiole.  and    agreed   to,  and    the 

RtsiDENT  reporte>d  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
osseJ  and  the  bih  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
?  it  was  determined  in  the  aflfirmative.  The 
1  was  then  read  a  third  time  as  amended  by 
(lanimous  consent,  and  passed  with  an  amend- 
ent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
t  for  the  rolief  of  John  P.  Williamson  and  Tho- 
s  Rice  ;'•  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
sed, the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
^be  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
;^ous  consent,  and  passed. 

'"  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "'An 
t  for  the  relief  of  Augustus  McKinney  and  La- 
I  Bancroft;"  and.  no  amendment  having  been 
Vofwsed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
be  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
ous  consoiM,  and  passed. 
r  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
formed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 

•  titled   "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Whitney 
nd  Joseph  H.  Dorr,"  in  which  they  request  the 

ncurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  \\n  memioned  was  read, and  passed  to 
feie  second  reading. 

\  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
pV^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
^.jt  for  the  reUef  of  .(arvis  Cutler;"  and,  bo  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered 
Jr  a  third  reading  The  bill  was  then  read  a 
£»ird  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 


^S 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Vhole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

t   concerning   invalid  pensioners ;  and  the  bill 

viog  been  amended,   the  President  reported  it 

the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
ossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  lime  as  ainend- 
I^  It  was  Jetertnined  in  the  affirmative;  and  it 
as  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the  bill 
>  read  a  third  time  this  day. 

RETALIATION. 

rThe  following  Message    was    received     from 
Pre81dbst  of  the  United  States  : 

\i  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statet  .- 
I  transmit  to  the  &^enate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 


State,  complyinf?  with   their   resolutions  of  the  2d  of 
February  and  9th  of  March. 

Aphil  1G.  1814.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  following  is  the  report  : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  several 

resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of  February  and 

9th  of  March  last,  has  the   honor  to  submit  to  the 

President  the  following  report ; 

Although  these  resolutions  are  of  different  dates, 
and  refer  to  subjects  in  some  respects  distinct  in  riieir 
nature,  yet,  as  they  arr  connected  in  others  of  consid- 
erable importance,  which  bear  essentially  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  parties  in  the  present  war,  it  is  thought 
proper  to  comprise  them  in  the  same  report. 

The  first  of  those  resolutions  calls  for  the  names  of 
the  individuals  who  were  selected  from  the  American 
prisoners  of  war  and  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial ; 
their  places  of  residence  in  the  United  States  ;  the 
times  when  and  the  courts  by  which  they  were  ad- 
mitted to  become  citizens ;  the  regiments  to  which 
they  belong;  when  and  where  they  were  taken  ;  with 
copies  of  any  official  corresjwndence  respecting  the 
treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  and  of  any  orders  for 
retaliation  on  either  side. 

The  other  resolutions  request  information  of  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  towards  her  native  subjects, 
taken  in  arms  against  her,  and  of  the  general  practice 
of  the  nations  of  Europe  relative  to  naturalization, 
and  the  employment  in  war,  each,  of  the  subjects  of 
the  other ;  of  the  cases,  with  their  circumstances,  in 
which  any  civilized  nation  has  punished  its  native  sub- 
jects taken  in  arms  against  it,  for  which  punishment 
retaliation  was  intlictcd  by  the  nation  in  whose  service 
they  were  taken.  And,  lastly,  under  what  circum- 
stances and  on  what  grounds  Great  Britain  has  re- 
fused to  discharge  native  citizens  of  the  United  States 
impressed  into  her  service ;  and  what  has  been  her 
conduct  towards  American  seamen  on  board  her  ships 
of  war,  at  and  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war  with  the  United  States. 

The  paper  marked  A  contains  the  names  of  the 
American  prisoners  who  were  sent  to  England  for  trial 
by  the  Bntish  commander  in  Canada  ;  of  the  corps  to 
which  they  belong ;  of  the  times  when  and  of  the 
places  where  they  were  taken.  Of  their  places  of 
residence  in  the  United  States ;  of  the  times  and  the 
courts  in  which  they  were  admitted  to  become  citizens, 
there  is  no  evidence  in  this  Department,  nor  is  there 
any  to  show  whether  they  were  naturalized  or  native 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  paper  contains 
also  a  copy  of  the  orders  of  both  Governments  for  re- 
taliation, and  of  the  correspondence  between  their  re- 
spective Commissaries  concerning  the  treatment  of 
prisoners. 

The  paper  marked  B  states  various  grounds  on 
which  the  British  Government  has  refused  to  deliver 
up  .\merican  seamen  impressed  into  the  British  ser- 
vice, on  the  application  of  the  agents  of  the  United 
States,  regularly  authorized  to  demand  them,  with  the 
correspondence  relating  to  the  same.  It  communi- 
cates, also,  such  information  as  this  department  has 
been  able  to  obtain  of  \he  conduct  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment towards  Am^ictn  seamen  on  board  British 
ships  of  war,  at  and  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war.  Among  the  causes  assigned  for  their 
detention,  the  following  are  the  most  deserving  of 
notice  : 

1.  That  they  had  no  documents,  or  that  their  doca- 
meata  were  irregular. 
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2.  That  they  were  released  from  prison  in  Gotten- 
burg. 

3.  That  they  were  exchanged  as  British  subjects. 

4.  Were  said  to  be  impostors. 

5.  To  have  married  in  England. 

6.  Did  not  answer  the  descriptions  given  of  them 
in  their  protections. 

7.  Had  attempted   to  desert. 

8.  Were  sent  into  the  service  for  smuggling. 

9.  Were  not  to  be  found  on  board  of  the  ship 
stated. 

10.  Had  voluntarily  entered  into  the  British  service. 

11.  Were  natives  of  foreign  countries — Prussia, 
Sweden,  Italy,  &c. 

It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  seamen,  whose  dis- 
charges were  demanded,  may  not  have  been  native 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  very  presumable  that 
the  greater  part  were.  Indeed,  the  pretext  aseigned 
for  their  detention  seems  to  admit  it.  Had  they  been 
native  subjects  of  England,  being  there,  their  origin 
might  have  been  traced.  But  that  is  the  ground  in 
few  instances  only.  In  urging  that  some  had  no  pro- 
tections, or  that  their  protections  were  irregular;  that 
others  had  l>een  exchanged  as  British  prisoners;  were 
impostors;  had  attempted  to  desert;  did  not  answer 
the  protections  given  them  ;  were  natives  of  Prussia, 
Sweden,  <Scc.,  it  is  fairly  to  t»e  inferred  that  the  public 
authority  in  England,  to  whom  this  duty  is  assigned, 
sought  rather  to  evade  the  application  than  to  justify 
the  refusal.  The  pretext  that  some  were  natives  of 
Prussia,  Sweden,  Ac,  deserves  j)articular  attention. 
On  this  circumstance  the  Secretary  will  remark  only, 
that,  in  extending  impressment  in  -American  vessels 
to  persons  who  could  not  be  mistaken  for  British  sub- 
jects, and  refusing  to  surrender  them,  on  application, 
to  the  voluntary  service  from  which  they  were  taken, 
it  is  evident  that  the  recovery  of  British  seamen  has 
not  been  the  sole  object  of  the  practice. 

By  the  report  of  the  .\merican  Commissary  of  pris- 
oners in  England,  it  appears  that  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  our  seamen  had  l»een  transferred  from  British 
ships  of  war  to  jirisons  ;  that  their  exchange  for  Brit- 
ish seamen  taken  in  battle  was  demanded,  in  the  first 
instance,  but  that  that  claim  seems  to  have  been  since 
waived.  It  might  have  been  ex|:)ected  that  the  British 
Government,  on  being  satisfied  that  these  men,  or  that 
any  of  them,  were  American  citizens,  would  have  lib- 
erated and  sent  them  home  at  its  own  charge.  They 
are,  however,  still  held  prisoners  in  confinement. 
That  many  of  them,  if  not  all,  are  native  citizens, 
cannot  be  doubted,  for  had  the  proof  not  been  irresisti- 
ble, it  cannot  be  presumed,  while  so  many  others  are 
detained  on  board  British  ships  of  war,  that  these 
would  have  been  exempted  from  that  service.  That 
many  are  still  detained  on  board  British  ships  of  war 
may  be  fairly  inferred,  even  without  other  evidence, 
from  the  indiscriminate  manner  of  British  impress- 
ment; from  the  distant  service  in  which  the  men  thus 
impressed  are  often  necessarily  employed,  depriving 
their  friends  of  an  opportunity  to  communicate  with 
them  ;  and  from  the  inconsiderable  number  discharged 
compared  with  that  which  has  been  demanded.  With- 
out relying  altogether  on  the  reports  heretofore  made 
to  Congress  by  this  Department,  the  letter  of  Commo- 
dore Kodgers,  hereunto  annexed,  affords  data  from 
which  an  estimate  may  be  formed.  On  this  point,  the 
correspondence  between  General  Taylor  and  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  British  ship  the  Dragon,  and  Commodore 
Decatur  and  the  commander,  Capel,  deserve  also  par- 
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ticular  attention.  If  the  British  (Government  would 
order  a  strict  search  to  be  made,  through  the  British 
navy,  for  American  seamen,  it  would  then  be  seen 
how  many  of  our  native  citizens  have  participated  in 
the  lot  of  the  unfortunate  men  mentioned  in  the  cor- 
respondence referred  to. 

The  contrast  which  these  documents  present,  in  the 
pretensions  and  conduct  of  the  United  States,  cannot 
fail  to  make  n  deep  impression  in  favor  of  the  latter. 
The  British  (Jovernment  impresses  into  its  Navy  na- 
tive citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  compels  them 
to  serve  in  it,  and,  in  many  instances,  even  to  fight 
against  their  country,  while  it  arrests  as  traitors  and 
menaces  with  death  persons  suspected  to  be  native 
British  subjects,  for  having  fought  under  our  standard 
against  British  forces,  although  they  had  voluntarily 

I  entered  into  our  Army  after  having  emigrated  to  the 
United  bitates  and  incorporated  themselves  into  the 
American  society.  The  United  States,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  forced  no  persons  into  their  service,  nor 
have  they  sought,  nor  arc  they  disposed  to  punish,  any 
who  after  having  freely  emigrated  to  any  part  of  the 
British  dominions  and  settled  there,  may  have  entered 
voluntarily  into  the  British  army. 

The  remaining  inquiries  relate  to  objects  other  than 
the  immediate  conduct  of  the  parties  in  the  present 
war.  They  demand  information  of  the  conduct  of 
(ireat  Britain,  and  of  other  Powers  in  pabt  times,  with- 
out limitation  in  the  retrospect,  in  circumstances  bear- 
ing on  the  question  of  retaliation.     The  information 

'  required  relates  to  the  following  points: 

1.  The  conduct  of  Great  Britain  and  the  other  na- 
tions of  Europe,  as  to  naturalization,  and  the  employ- 
ment in  war,  each,  of  the  subjects  of  the  other. 

2.  As  to  the  punishment  of  their  native  subjecta 
taken   in  arms  against  them,  in  the  service  of  other 

I  Powers. 

I      3.    Examples  of  retaliation   by   the   latter  in  such 

I  cases. 

These  inquiries  necessarily  involve  an  extensive  re- 
search into  the  history  and  jurisprudence  of  the  na- 
tions of  Euroj)e.  For  so  important  a  task  the  other 
duties  of  the  Secretary  of  State  have  altogether  dis- 

I  quaUfied  him  since  the  call  was  made.     The  approach- 

'  ing  close  of  the  session  does  not  leave  him  time  for 
more  than  the  following  observations  : 

'  That  all  the  nations  of  Europe  naturalize  foreign- 
ers;  that  they  all  employ  in  tlieir  service  the  subjects 
of  each  other,  and  frequently  against  their  native  coun- 

I  tries,  even  when  not  regularly  naturalized ;  that  they 
all  allow  their  own  subjects  to  emigrate  to  foreign 
countries;  that,  although  examples  may  be  found  of 
the  punishment  of  their  native  subjects  taken  in  arms 
against  them,  the  examples  arc  few,  and  have  either 
been  marked  by  peculiar  circumstances,  taking  them 
out  of  the   controverted    principle,  or  have  proceeded 

'  from  the  passions  or  |>olicy  of  the  occasion.  Even  in 
prosecutions  and  convictions,  having  the  latter  origin, 

\  the  final  act  of  punishment  has,  with  little  exception, 

'  been  prevented  by  a  sense  of  equity  and  humanity,  or 
a  dread  of  retaliation.  It  is  confidently  believed  that 
no  instance  can  be'-found  in  which  the  alleged  pur- 
poses of  the  enemy  against  the  twenty-three  prisoners 
in  question,  under  all  the  circumstances  which  belong 
to  their  case,  even  though  any  of  them  may  not  have 

•  been  regularly  naturalized,  are  countenanced  by  the 
proceedings  of  any  European  nation  ;  that,  if  no  in- 
stances occur  of  retaliation  in  the  few  cases  requiring 

'  it,  or  in  any  of  them,  by  the  Governments  employiBg 
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rch  personn,  U  has  been,  as  is  presumed,  because  the  ed?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative.  The 
^nishiuenf  which  had  been  inflicted  by  the  native  j  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  as  amended  by 
Jjuntry  mi»{lit  be  accounted  for  on  some  principle  ,  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 
Sber  than  ii<  denial  of  the  right  of  emigration  and  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Fiturahration.  Had  the  Government  employing  the  j  "Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ijrsons,  so  {.anishedi  by  their  native  country,  reUl-  |  get  authorizinjj  a  subscription  for  the  Laws  of  the 
Jked  in  such  cases  it  might  have  incurred  the  reproach  United  Stales.and  for  the  distribution  thereof;" 
jther  of  countenancing  acknowledged  crimes,  or  ot  '  ^^j  ^^^  amendment  having  been  proposed,  the 
^Sowing  the  example  of  the  other  party  m  acts  of ,  j^^,,  ^^^  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  The  bill  was 
melty,  eic.iKig  horror,  rather  than  of  fultiling  its  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^.^^^  ^^^^^  j^  unanimous  consent,  and 
l^dge  to  innocent  jibrsons  in  support  of  rights  lairly 

Ualned.  and  sanctioned  ^'y 'fVurol'^ocren?  ^d  i      The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Notice   of  all.  the  vat.ons  of  Lurope.  ancient   ai.d    ^^^^^   ^he  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

act  concerning  certificates  of  confirmation  of 
claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee  ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  (juestion,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
The  amendment-,  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''Anact'ed?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative.  The 
dCaking  addttional  appropriations  for  the  service  .  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  as  amended  by  i 
■  the  year  1814,"  having  been  reported  correct.  I  unanimous  consent,  and  passed, 
le  bill  wa>  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  |  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comraillee  of  the 
issed.  I  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  - 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended,  as  follows:    act  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  preservation  "- 
In  act  concerninfj  the  settlement  of  accounts  of    of  such  flags,  standards,  and  colors,  as  shall  have 


"'All  which  is  reipectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
kDiPABTMk.tT  Of  Statb,  April  14,  1814. 
The  Message  and  accompanying  papers  were 

ad. 

The  Senate  adjonrned  to  5  o'clock  this  evening^ 

Five  o'clock  in  the  evening. 


,e  VV^ar  and  Navy  Departments,  and  making  ad- 
itional  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
14-" 


been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  taken  by  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States  from  their  ene- 
mies-," and.  no  amendment  having  been  proposed. 


The  araeudmenjs  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  i  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading.  The 
)ncerning  invalid  pensioners."  having  been  re-  bill  was  then  read  a  third  lime  by  unanimous  con- 
>rted  correct,  the  bill   was  read  a  third   lime  as  j  sent,  and  passed. 

uiended.  iuid  pasi,v?d.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

The    bill,   entitli'd   "An  act   for  the   relief  of '  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  an 

«eorge   Hamilton."   was   read    the  second  time,  |  appropriation  for  repairing  the  President's  house  ; 

d  consid»:red   as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  j  and.  on   motiun,    by  Mr.  German,  the   bill  wa«. 

^^d,  no  atnendiaeBt   having  been  proposed,  the    amended,  and   the  Pre.Mdent  reported  it   to  the 

%t[\  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.    The  bill  was  ;  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.    The  bill  was  then  read 
a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  aud  passed.  ^ 
A  message  irora  the  House  of  Representatives 


',lien  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 

drassed. 

f  ■  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

jfe^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

fct  for  the  r.;tief  of  benjamin  W.  Crowninshield  ;'_' 


i. 


d   no  anu;ndmet)t  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  _  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 


amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eoiilled 
'"An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  po.st  roads." 
with  an  amendment ;  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


as  ordered  to  a  third   reading.     The  bill  was 
en  read  a  third  t.iue  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
,assed. 

jt  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^hole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
Jet   for    tliB    relief  of    Dennis  Clark;"    and,    no 

fimendment  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  j  act  extending  relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  pub- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.  The  bill  was  then  '  lie  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;"  and,  no 
&;ad  a  thi'rid  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  amendiuent  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
#^ssed.  ordered  to  a  third  reading.     It  was  read  a  third 

.y  The  Seuate  re!?umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the    time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 
Vhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An        The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
iCt  to  ameiid  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to    Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
etailers  of -wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign    the  Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  certain  claims 
[aerchandise,  ant?  for  other  purposes;"  and,  on    therein  mentioned;  and.  no  amendment  having 
otion,  by  Mr.  King,  the  bill  was  amended,  and    been  proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 


^he  President  reported  it   to  the  House  accord- 

Jogiy- 

4.   On  the  questioii.  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed, aud  the  Lill  read  a  third  lime  as  amend- 


I 


read  a  third  time;  and   was  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
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accompanying  documents,  this  day  received,  to- 
gether with  the  resolutions  which  called  for  the 
information  contained  in  the  Message,  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EJiBB,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  specie,  gold  or  silver  coins,  or  bul- 
lion ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading.  On  motion  that  it  now  be  read  the 
second  time,  it  was  objected  to  as  against  the  rule. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  to  sus- 
pend the  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  business  in 
the  Senate,  the  Senate  being  equally  divided, 
yeas  12.  nays  12,  the  Pre.sident  determined  the 
question  in  the  affirmative. 

Yxk% — Messrs.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb  of  Georgia 
Chace,  Condit,  German,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Ro- 
berts, Tait,  Varnum,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  and  Smith. 

The  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  cod- 

-f    sidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  on 

motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  was  amended,  and 

;    the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
Degative — yeas  12.  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Y«As — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  Bibb 
of  Georgia,  Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Lacock,  Marrow, 
Roberts,  Robinson,  Varnum,  and  Wharton. 

Nais — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter,  King, 
Lacock,  Mtuon,  Smith,  and  Wells. 


Monday,  April  18. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  'esumed.  as  in  Commit,tee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
'act  supplemental  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  for 
ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that 
part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the  river 
Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans ;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  o(  the 
Whole,  the  consideiation  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  allowing  compensation  for  horses  owned  by 
militia  or  volunteers,  and  killed  or  lost  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;  and,  no  amend- 
ments having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading.  The  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent.  On  motion, 
by  Mr.  Mason,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the 
ransoming  of  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  goods  or  merchandise  on  board  the  same. 


captured  by  the  enemies  thereof,"  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  his  motion,  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  C.  A.  Rodney  and 
others,  citizens  of  Delaware,  praying  a  continu- 
ance of  the  embargo,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gaillard,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  sev- 
eral petitions  of  John  Brazer,  of  Boston,  of  Charles 
B.  Cochran,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and 
of  George  P.  Stevenson,  and  others,  of  Baltimore, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideratioa 
thereof. 

Mr,  Gaillard  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  lay 
on  the  table  a  roll  of  the  commissioned  officers  of 
the  United  Stales'  marine  corps. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Whitney  and  Joseph  H.  Dorr,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  W^hole;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was 
read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
D.  Hay,  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  a?  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  renewal  of  a  land  warrant  to  to  George 
Shannon;"  and,  the  biil  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative.  The  bill 
was  then  read  a  third  lime,  as  amended,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers  who 
may  associate  and  organize  themselves  for  the 
defence  of  the  United  States;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading.  On  motion,  that  the  bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time,  it  was  objected  to  as 
against  the  rule. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  subdivision  of  the  quarter 
sections  of  land  of  the  United  Slates,  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  disagreed  to.  the  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and,  no  further 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading.  The  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time  by  unaninmus  consent ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  King^BI^ further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
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jSfoymed  the  Senate  that  they  agree  to  the  amend- 1 
^nts  adding  sections  6  and  7.  and  disagree  to  all  \ 
\e  other  amrndrntnts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  j 
[tilled  "An  act  snaking  additional  appropria- 
Ins  for  the  service  of  the  year  1814."  They  j 
ive  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
(Jjohn  Pitclilyn  ;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the 


icurrence  uf  the  Senate. 

^'be  bill  lust  mentioned  was  three  times  read 
.unanimous  consent,  and  paised. 
^fhe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
iJj-nts  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  hill,  entitled  '"An  act  making  addi- 
if'nal  appropriatioiis  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1*14.-'     Whereupon, 
9  Resolved.  That  they  recede  therefrom. 
|FOu  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin, 
iResolred,   That  in  future   all  the  documents 
panted  by  order  of  either   House  of  Congress, 
(^ring  each  >ession,  be  bound  'together  at  the  end 
(^ievery  session,  ai^d  delivered  to  each  member  , 
Ciilhe  Senate. 

ha  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  concerning, 
iidences  in   cases  of  naturalization,  was  post- 
aed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 
lOrdered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
-mentary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
!f  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
,e  campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  be  postponed  to 
>  first  Mouday  in  December  next. 
Ordered,  That  tiie  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
ty  of  the  Department  of  War  to  purchase  of 
[illiam  Tatham  military  models  and  apparatus, 
fd  topograi-hical  charts,  be  postponed  to  the  first 
hnday  in  December  next. 

^On  motion,   by   Mr.  GoLnsBOROUGH.  the  bill, 
lulled  "  Aa  act  incorporating  the  Columbian 
jj*nufacturihg  Co«)pany  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
Ip^Kitnct  of  Columbia,"'  was  postponed  to  the  first 
jondav  in  Decem'.ier  next. 

^Ordered,  That  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
liirizing  the  appointment  of  agents  for  paying 
iKliiary  pensions,'*  be  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
,  y  in  Deceinber  next. 

^  Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
||1,  entitled:  "An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  ^ 
J>'  State,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  ; 
t>r,  to  make  an  additional  allowance  to  the  own-  I 
and  masters  of  vessels,  for   bringing  back  to  I 
ie  United   States  destitute  and  distressed  Ame-  | 
;an  seameu."  be  postponed  lo  the  first  Monday  I 
;  Decern bei  next.  I 

Ordered.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
►ll,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act. 
Ijtitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  j 
/phans  of  militia  slain,  and  for  militia  disabled 

the  servicre  of  the  United  States."  be  postponed  | 
^  the  first  .Monday  in  December  next.  I 

.  Ordered.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
l^ll.  entitled  "An   act   authorizing  the  President  1 
*^  cause  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  the  United  i 
rtates  to  bo  surveyed."  be  postponed   to  the  first 
Ronday  in  December  next.  | 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
tiformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  | 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com-  i 


mittee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 

States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
have  appointed  a  committee,  on  their  part,  in 
which  ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion  last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein  ;  and 
Messrs.  Anderson  and  Smith  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

On  request.  Mr.  Smith  was  excused;  and  Mr. 
Wharton  being  the  next  highest  on  the  ballot, 
was  substituted  in  his  place. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborough,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  was  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Colum- 
bian Manufacturing  Company,  be  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain  claimants 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  be  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

RETIREMENT  OF  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

The  President  having  informed  the  Senate 
that  ihey  had  passed  on  all  matters.  Legislative 
and  Executive,  on  their  files,  and  that  nothing 
remained  on  his  table,  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
heard  a  few  words,  on  what,  by  some  gentlemen^ 
was  viewed  in  an  interesting  lighK 

He  observed  that,  at  the  last  session  ot  Con- 
gress, several  gentlemen  of  the  Senate  had  inti- 
mated a  wish  that  he  would  retire  from  the  Chair 
two  or  three  weeks  before  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment, and  would  thus  give  to  Ihe  Senate  an  op- 
tH)rtunity  for  choosing  a  President  pro  tempore. 
That  other  gentlemen  expressed  a  contrary  de- 
sire, and  thought  that  the  President  should  re- 
main in  the  Chair,  and  adjourn  the  Senate.  That, 
in  support  of  these  propositions,  precedents  were 
urged  on  both  sides.  That,  on  considering  the 
subject,  the  President  had  conceived,  as  a  war, 
existed  and  had  produced  a  special  session  of 
Congress,  he  was  differently  circumstanced  from 
any  of  his  predecessors,  and  was  under  an  obli- 
gation to  remain  in  the  Chair  until  the  important 
business  of  the  session  was  finished.  At  this  pe- 
riod, an  honorable  member,  who  had  favored  an 
early  retirement  of  the  President,  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  adjourn 
the  Senate,  and  he  adopted  the  measure.  The 
President  further  observed  that,  during  the  present 
session,  the  subject  had  been  revived,  and  had 
induced  him  cursorily  to  look  into  it;  the  result 
of  which  he  would  communicate  to  the  Senate. 
He  then  proceeded  to  observe  that  the  Constitu- 
tion provides,  "the  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  President  of  the  Senate ;"  and  that 
an  act  passed  the  1st  of  March,  1792.  "  relative  to 
the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President," 
&c.,  in  the  ninth  sectitn.  provides,  "that  in  case 

•  of  removal,  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both 
'  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 

•  ted  States,  the  President  of  the  Sena'e  pro  tem- 
pore j  and  ID  case  there  shall  be  no  President  of 
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*  the  Senate,  then   the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

*  llepresentalives,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as 
'  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  until  the  disa- 
'  bility  be  removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  elect- 
'  ed."     If,  then,  he  stated,  it  should  happen  that 
<luring  any  session,  the  President  should  die,  the 
Vice  President  would  fill  the  Chair  of  State,  and 
the  Senate  would  appoint  a   President  pro  tem- 
pore, who  would  succeed  the  Vice  President,  in 
case  of  his  death,  during  the  next  ensuing  recess 
of  Congress.     And   the  same   would   happen   in 
case  of  the  death  of  the  Vice  President,  in  any 
session,  and  of  the  President,  in  the  next  ensuing 
recess  of  Congress.     But,  if  both   the  President 
and  Vice  President  should  die  in  any  such  recess, 
and   the  Vice  President  should  have   previously 
adjourned   the  Senate,  then   there  would   be  no 
President  pro  tempore,  and   the   Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  would  fill  the  Chair  of 
Government,  according  to  law.     He  further  ob-  ' 
served  that,  on  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  might 
be  said,  that  the  Constitution  did  not  contemplate 
the  appointment  of  a  President  pro  tempore,  be-  ; 
cause  the  words  being,  ''  the  Vice  President  of  the  ; 
United  States  s/ia//."  and  not  may.  "  be  President 
of  the  Senate,"  are  imperative,  and  leave  no  dis- 
cretion on  his  part,  to  quit  the  Chair  before  he 
had  adjourned  the  Senate.     And  that,  in  regard 
to  the  law,  it  having  provided  for  the  deficiency 
of  a  President  pro  tempore,  favors  the  construc- 
tion mentioned  of  the  Constitution,  and  considers 
the  Vice  President  as  being  under  the  necessity 
of  remaining  in   the  Chair  until  he  shall  have 
adjourned  the  Senate,     That,  on  the  other  hand, 
may  be  urged,  the  high  station  and  dignity  of  the 
Senate,  resulting  from  its  various  important  pow- 
ers, and   its   other  qualities,  and   establishing  a  i 
claim,  that  an   officer  representing  it  should,  in 
the  events  mentioned,  succeed  to  the  Chair  of 
Slate.     The  law,  also,  giving  a  preference  to  the 
President  pro  tempore,  when  in  competition  with 
the    Speaker,   appears    to  establish  a  principle,  ; 
which  the  practice  of  the  Senate,  under  that  law,  ' 
has.  in  a  certain  degree,  carried  into  effect ;  for. 
from  the  passing  that  act  to  the   present  time, 
there  are  but  one  or  two  instances  m  which  the 
adjournment   of  the   Senate  has   not  been  by  a 
President  pro  tempore.     As.  then,  the  dignity  of 
the  Senate,  its  rights  and  privileges,  (all  of  which  , 
the  President  conceived  himself  bound  and  was' 
disposed  to  support.)   seemed  lo  be  involved  in 
the  question  of  appointing,  in  each  session  of  the  ' 
Senate,  a  President  pro  tempore  to  adjourn  it; 
and  as  it  may  also  happen  that  there  mav  be  no 
Speaker,  the  Vice  President  said  he  should  here- 
after retire  in  time  for  the  appointment  of  a  Pres- 
ident pro  tempore.    But  he  wished  always  to  be 
<jnderstood,  tliat  this  determination  would  be  in 


conformity  with  his  sense  of  duty  to  the  public, 
in  respect  to  legislative  proceedings;  and  that, 
on  every  occasion,  he  should  retain  his  seat  whilst 
any  important  bill  or  measure  was  pending,  and 
was  to  be  finished  at  that  session. 

Having  made  these  observations,  and  others, 
in  regard  to  his  views  of  the  obligatory  nature  of 
laws,  on  all  persons  in  Government,  on  those  who 
had  opposed,  and  on  those  who  had  supported  the 
laws,  whilst  pending  as  bills,  as  well  as  on  the  com- 
munity at  large,  particularly  alluding  to  the  law 
which  had  declared  war  and  increased  his  respon- 
sibility ;  and  the  tendency  of  a  contrary  conduct 
to  prostrate  the  laws  and  Government ;  he  said, 
if  the  Senate  had  no  objection  he  would  now  re- 
tire, with  an  assurance  that  his  best  wishes  would 
follow  the  Senate  and  every  member  of  it;  and 
his  sincere  hopes  that,  on  their  return  to  their 
homes,  respectively,  they  would  find  their  fami- 
lies and  friends  in  health,  and  be  happy  in  their 
affectionate  interviews. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  on  mo- 
lion,  by  Mr.  King,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  a  President  pro  tempore,  as  the  Consti- 
tution provides;  and  the  Hon.  John  Gaillard 
was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint  him  that 
the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, elected  the  Hon.  John  Gaillard  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  similar 
communication  to  the  House  ol  Representatives. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*, 
That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be  ad- 
vanced, out  of  the  contingent  fund,  to  Mountjoy 
Bayly,  an  officer  of  this  House,  for  his  services 
during  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Wharton,  from  the  committee,  reported 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  further  communication  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress, 

The  Senate  adjourned  until  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

Five  o'clock  in  tJie  Evening. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  ad- 
journ. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  legislative  business  before  them,  are 
about  to  adjourn. 

Agreeably  to  the  joint  resolution,  the  Presi- 
dent adjourned  the  Senate,  to  meet  on  the  last 
Monday  in  October  next. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OP 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  6,  1813. 


Monday.  December  6,  1813. 

The  Speaker  (Hon.  Henry  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky,) took  the  Chair  at  a  few  minutes  after  12 
o'clock. 

Having  stated  the  severe  indisposition  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  House,  (P.  Magruder.)  which  disa- 
bled him  from  attending,  the  Speaker  intimated 
that,  if  no  objection  was  made  to  the  procedure, 
the  Assistant  Clerk  (Mr.  G.  Magruder)  would 
act  until  the  Clerk  should  be  sufficiently  recovered 
to  attend  to  his  duty  in  the  Huuse. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  proposition, 
the  As>istant  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  over  the 
roll  by  States;  when  it  appeare(Uihat  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  present: 

From  New  Hampshire — Roger  Vose. 
From  Massachusetts — William  Baylies,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  Daniel  Dewey,  Levi  Hubbard,  Cyrus  King,  John 
Reed,  Nathaniel  Ruggles,  and  James  I'arker. 

From  Connecticut — Epaphroditus  ('hampion,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  and  Lewis  B.  Sturges. 

From  Vermont — William  C.  Bradley,  Ezra  Butler, 
Richard  Skinner,  and  Charlea  Rich. 

From  Sew  York — Daniel  Avery,  Oliver  C.  Com- 
atock,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Jamea  Geddea,  Thoa.  P.  Gros- 
venor,  Mosa  Kent.  John  LefferU,  John  Lovett,  Jacob 
Markell,  Morris  S.  Miller,  Hoaea  Moffitt,  Ebenezcr 
Sage,  William  S.  Smith,  John  W.  Taylor,  and  Eliaha 
I.  Winter. 

From  Sew  Jersey — Lewis  Condict,  William  Cox, 
Jacob  Hufty,  James  Schureman,  Richard  Stockton, 
and  Thomas  Ward. 

From  Vennsylvania — Wm.  Andcraon,  David  Bard, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Conard,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  William  Kindley,  Hugh  Glasgow,  Isaac  Griffin, 
Charles  Jared  Ingersoll,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Jared 
Irwin,  Aaron  Lyie,  William  Piper,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Adam  Seybert,  Isaac  Smith,  Adamiion  Tannehiil,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

From  Delawart — Thomas  Cooper. 
From  Maryland — Stevenson  Archer,   Joseph  Kent, 
Alexander   McKim,  Nicholas   R.   Moore,    and    Philip 
Stewart. 

From  Virginia — WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  John  Daw- 
son, John  v\'.  Eppes,  Thomas  Gbolson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  John   P.  Hungerford,  John  Kerr,  Joseph 


I  I^ewis,  jr.,  William  McCoy,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thoma« 
'  Newton,  John  Smith,  and  Francis  White. 

From  North  Carolina — Willis  Alston,  John  Cul- 
peper,  Peter  Forney,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  Pear- 
ton,  Israel  Pickens,  and  Barllett  Yancey. 

From  South  Carolina — Samuel  Farrow,  Theodore 
Gourdin,  John  Kershaw,  and  William  Lowndes. 

From  Georgia — Wilham  Barnett,  Boiling  Hall,  and 
George  M.  Troup. 

From  Kentucky — Joseph  Desha,  William  P.  DuvaD, 
Samuel  .McKee,  Thomas  Montgomery,  Stephen  Orm»- 
by,  and  Solomon  P.  Sharp. 

From  Tennessee — John  H.  Bowen,  Thomas  K.  Har- 
ris, Perry  W.  Humphrey*,  »nd  John  Khea. 

From  Ohio — John  Alexander,  Keasin   Beall,  James 
'  Caldwell,  William  Creighton,  jr.,  and  John  McLean. 
From  Louisiana — Thomas  Boiling  Robertson. 
It  appearing  that  a  majority  of  the  whole  House, 
forming  a  quorum  thereof,  was  present,  the  Speak- 
er announced  the  readiness  of  the  House  to  pro- 
ceed to  business. 

The  following  new  members  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seals: 

From   Pennsylvania,   Daniel  Udree,    in    the 
place  of  Mr.  Hyneman.   resigned;  and  Edward 
Crouch,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Gloninger,  resigned. 
Jonathan   Jennings,  the   Delegate  from   the 
Territory  of  Indiana;   Edward  He.mp8TEad.  the 
Delegate   from    the  Territory  of  Missouri  ;    and 
,  Shadrack  Bond,  the  Delegate  from   the  Terri- 
tory of  Illinois,  severally  appeared,  and  took  their 
\  seats. 

William  Latti.mohe  appeared,  and  produced 
his  credentials,  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Terri- 
tory of  Mississippi,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findley.  a  message  was  sent 
'  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the  House  had  formed 
a  quorum,  aud  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 
On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  tlie   usual 
1  order  for  furnishing  the   members  with    newspa- 
pers was  adopted. 

A  message  was  received  from   the  Senate,  in- 
'  forming  the  House  of  their   being  formed  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

A  joint  committee  was  then   appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Mr,  Findley  and  Mr.  Stocjcto.n,  on  the 
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r  irt  of  this  House,  io  inform  (he  President  of  the 
\  nited  Stat*<s  that  jboth  Houses  were  formed,  and 
>  «dy  to  reiieire  his  communication  ;  and  the 
]  ouse  adjourned. 


tius 


Ti;e8I)ay,  December  7. 
^Several  other  members,  to  wit:   from  Massa- 
jsetts,  Ti.\»OTHV  Pickering  and  Laban  Whea- 
from  Vermont,  Willmm  Stro.ng;  from 
hjiode  Islanfti.  Richard  Jackson,  jr.;  from  Con- 
T^cticut.BEVJAMiNTALLMADGE;  fr(;ni  New  York. 
lOMAs  J.  Oakley  ;  from  Maryland.  Alexander 
Hanson;  from  Virginia,  John  Clopton  and 
JGH  Capehton;  from  Nortii  Carolina,  Richard 
I'ANFORD  aiid  Me!?hack  Frankljn  ;  from  South 
irolina,  Jc*un  C.  Calhoin;  and  from  Tennes- 

JoHN  StviER;  severally  appeared,  and  took 
leir  seats. 

^Mr.  FiNDLEY.  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  joint 
Cammittee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Pre-^ident  of 
t  e  United  States,,  reported  that  the  President 
h  d  intimatt'd  to  them  that  he  would  make  a 
c  mmunication  thii  day  at  12  o'clock. 

On  niotiou  of  Mi.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
I  juse  procefded  to  consider  a  resolution  submit- 
t:  I  by  him  oh  the  11th  June  last,  for  the  appoint- 
i^  ent  of  the  C'ommiftee  of  Elections  by  ballot.  <tc. 
^Mf.  FiNDi,EY  questioned  the  propriety  of  the 
clurse  propo..ed  in  (he  resolve.  He  said  it  was  a 
)w  thing  m  this  House,  and  required  mature 
[nsideration  before  it  was  acted  on.  Time  ought 
I  be  affordi-d  toeiijiraine  precedents,  and  also  the 
)nst:tutional  powers  of  the  House  on  this  point ; 
It  wasone  on  which  the  Constitution,  and  not 
'y  law  of  (heirs,  bound  the  members  of  the 
|)use.  Similar  propositions  had  been  agitated 
•  ..  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and^found 
beyond  their  power  to  adopt,  untila  provision 
vii-s  incorporated  in  the  Constitution  expressly 
nj,  jviding  for  the  case.  As  the  House  could  not 
tr'i  prepared,  without  notice,  duly  to  decide  on 
l\  IS  proposition,  he  moved  that  it  be  postponed  to 
1  liursday  neit. 


Mr.  King  intimated  that  he   had   no  objection 


tv;,.such  postponement  as  should  afford  time  to 
gjntjemen  to  satisfy  tht-mselves  as  to  the  Consti- 
tjiiojial  powers  of  ihe  House. 

»The  resolijiion  was  accordingly  postponed  to 
l^iursday  next. 

|A  Message  from>  the  President  was  then  re- 
ciivtd  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
r^ttee  of  the  Wholf  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

'[Fortius  Messap'e  see  Senate  Proceedings  of 
t(  IS  date,  ante,  page  537.] 

STANDING  COM.MITTEES. 

|A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dawson,  that  the 
\  'lU.^e  do  now  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the 
s  yeral  Standing  Committees,  except  the  Cora- 
nsltt^'e  of  Elections  ;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
i>  ,)a.sed  in  the  affirmative.  Whereupon,  the  fol- 
l«  *mg  comraitiees  were  appointed,  viz: 

Committee  of  It'aijs  and  Means— Mr.  Eppes. 
N  -.  Taylor.  Mr.  Roberts.  Mr.  Creighton,  Mr.  Al- 
s   >n,  Mr.  McKim,  and  Mr.  Cox. 


Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannjactures— 
Mr.  Newton.  Mr.  Murfree.  Mr.  Seybert,  Mr. 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  Gour- 
din.  and  Mr.  Grosrenor. 

Committt-e  of  Claims— Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Yan- 
cey, Mr.  Goodwyn,  Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr. 
Bard,  and  Mr.  Davenport. 

Committee  on  the  Public  Ijands — Mr.  McKee. 
Mr.  Robertson.  Mr.  Humphreys.  Mr.  Moseiey. 
Mr.  Irwin,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Mr.  McCoy. 

Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roods— 
Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Lyle.  Mr.  Sturges. 
Mr.  Bigelow.  Mr.  Winter,  Mr.  Franklin, and  Mr' 
Hall. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia— Mr. 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Lewis,  .Mr.  Pearson. 
Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Sharp,  Mr.  Bowen,  and  Mr. 
Bradley. 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary— Mr.  Ingersoll, 
Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Pnkin,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Pick- 
en^.  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  Mr.  Oakley. 

Commit  tee  of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business— 
Mr.  Condict.  Mr.  Stanford,  and  Mr.  VVheaton. 

Committee  of  Accounts— }Ax.  Moore,  Mr.  Har- 
nett, and  Mr.  John  Reed. 


Wednesday,  December  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts, William  Ely  and  Elijah  Brioham; 
from  North  Carolina,  William  Kennedy;  and 
from  Tennessee,  Felix  Grundy;  severally  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering. 

Ordered,  That,  henceforward,  all  Messages 
and  communications  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  all  letters  and  reports  from  the 
several  departments  of  the  Government ;  all  mo- 
tions and  resolutions  offered  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House;  all  reports  of  committees  of  the 
House  ;  and  all  other  papers  which,  in  the  usual 
course  of  proceeding,  or  by  special  order  of  the  * 
House,  shall  be  printed  in  octavo  fold,  aud  sepa- 
rately from  the  Journals— shall  have  their  pages 
numbered  in  one  continued  series  of  numbers, 
commencing  and  tertninating  with  each  .session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains  to  Congress,  one 
by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange  weekly. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wheaton.  a  ballot  was  or- 
dered to  be  held  at  \2  o'clock  to-morrow,  for  a 
Chaplain  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr,  Macon  in 
the  Chair;  and  the  Message  of  the  President, 
yesterday  referred  to  said  committee,  was  taken 
into  consideration. 

The  said  Message  having  been  read,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  moved  by  Mr.  Taylor, 
and  severally  agreed  to,  without  debate: 
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1.  Resolved.  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Mes.sage  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Foreign  Ai'- 
fairs,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  Military  Affairs,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

3.  Resolved.  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  Naval  Affairs,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  our  Revenue,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

5.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  a  revi«.ion  of  the  Militia 
laws,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  Retaliation  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, of  the  proceedings  of  ihe  enemy,  con- 
trary to  the  legitimate  modes  of  warfare,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  sekct  committee. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  remarked,  that  the 
resolutions  adopted  appeared  to  embrace  all  the 
principal  topics  adverted  to  in  the  Message,  with 
the  exception  of  one.  which  had  no  doubt  escaped 
the  gentleman's  observation.  The  subject  to 
which  he  referred  was  embraced  in  the  following 
resolution,  which  Mr.  C.  offered  for  consider- 
ation : 

7.  Resolved.  That  so  murh  of  the  Messai^e  of  the 
President  as  relates  to  the  expediency  of  such  legal 
provisions  aa  may  su|)ply  the  defects,  or  remove  the 
doubts  of  the  Eiecutive  authority  to  allow  to  cruisers 
of  other  Powers,  at  war  with  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  such  u.se  of  the  American  ports  as  may  corres- 
pond with  the  privileges  allowed  by  such  Powers  to 
American  cruisers,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Taylor  remarked,  that  he  had  not  over- 
looked this  important  recommendation,  but  had 
supposed  it  would  fall  within  the  province  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  inasmuch  as  its  de- 
clared object  was  '•  to  give  to  our  vessels  of  war, 
public  and  private,  the  requisite  advantage  in 
their  cruisers."  and  appeared  to  him  therefore 
properly  a  subject  for  their  examination. 

Mr.  Clay  observed,  in  reply,  that,  if  it  belonged 
to  any  of  the  committees  proposed  in  the  resolu- 
tions just  agreed  to.  it  aj)peared  to  him  to  belong 
to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations — the  ob- 
ject being  a  reciprocation  to  a  foreign  Power  of 
certain  privileges  in  our  ports,  which  it  granted 
to  us  on  its  part.  It  was  at  least  doubtful  to 
which  committee  it  properly  belonged,  and  it 
would  therefore  be  better  to  refer  it  to  a  special 
committee. 

Mr.  Taylor  withdrew  his  opposition  to  the 
motion  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
resolutions  to  the  House,  which  were  concurred 
in,  and  the  committees  ordered  to  be  appointed 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  Mr.  Grundy.  Mr.  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  Mr.  Gholson,  Mr.  Miller, 
and  Mr.  McLean,  were  appointed  a  committee 
pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Troup,  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Desha,  Mr.  Se- 
Tier,  Mr,  Stuart.  Mr.  Tannehill,  and  Mr.  Chara- 


i  plon,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Burwoll.  Mr.  Seybert,  Mr. 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Mr.  Post, 
and  Mr.  Kennedy,  were  appointed  a  committee 
pursuant  to  the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Taylor.  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Piper. 
Mr.  Forney,  Mr.  Champion,  and  Nlr.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  fifth  resolution. 

Mr.  Macon.  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Calhoun,  .Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Stockton,  aud 
Mr.  Lovett,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursu- 
ant to  the  sixth  resolution. 

Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Duvall.  Mr.  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Ely.  Mr.  Leff-jrts.  and 
Mr.  Pitkin,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursu- 
ant to  the  bcventh  resolution. 


Thursday,  December  9. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Samuel  Taggart;  and  from  New  York. 
JoTHAM  Post,  jr.,  and  Zebulon  R.  Shiphkrd  ; 
severally  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  subdividing  the  quarter  sections  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reducing  the  price  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  inquire  also 
into  the  expediency  of  giving  further  time  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  who  purchased 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  ISIO,  to  com- 
plete their  payments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  House  again  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him,  for  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  by  tot.  And  the  question  being  taken 
to  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  33. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grcndy,  a  Committee  of 
Elections  was  then  appoitited.  pursuant  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House.  And 
Mr.  FisK  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Gholson.  Mr.  King 
of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Pickens,  Mr.  Vose,  Mr. 
Co.MSTocK,  and  Mr.  Anderson,  were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  members  of 
Congress,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
ClerK  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  trans- 
mit, by  mail,  free  of  postage,  copies  of  the  acts  of 
Congress,  Journals  of  the  Senate,  and  Journals  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  public  documents 
transmitted  to  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
EJxecutive  department,  or  in  pursuance  of  any 
law.  or  of  any  order  or  resolution  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  to  any  post  office  within  the  United 
States,  or  Territories  thereof. 

The  House  proceeded   to   the   election   of  a 


Vi   >. 
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hapUtn   to  Coofress,  on  their  part,  and,  upon  |  firmed  or  granted,  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
1  examination  off  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that    States,  to  contest  the  legality  of  such  decisions 

in  a  court  of  law. 


he  Rev.  Jf,s8E  LtE  was  duly  elected. 

Patrick  Magrcdeh.  the  Clerk  to  the  House, 
lem?  absent  fromj  indisposition,  the  House  pro- 
e*'dt(J  to  the  ch.)ice  of  a  Clerk  pro  /cm.,  and 
Jeorge  Magrudhr  was  unanimously  chosen. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
♦resident  of  the  United  States.  Upon  which,  the 
iouse  was  cleared  of  all  persons,  except  the  mem- 
.ers,  Clerk.  Sergeant-at-Arras.  and  Doorkeeper. 
M  the  doijrs  wtre  closed,  and.  after  remaining 
0  for  sortfc  time,  they  wtre  again  opened,  and 
he  House  adjourned. 


Resolred,  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  in  said  Territory,  and  that  said  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  provision,  by  law,  for  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  exclusively  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Arkansas,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Naval 


Frioav,  December  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Pennsyl- I  Establishment  inquire  and  report  on  the  expe- 
ania,  Jamks  WnerEHiLL;  from  Maryland,  Rob-  }  diency  of  a  provision,  by  law,  for  deepening  the 
RT  Wright  ;  from  Virginia.  Daniel  Sheffey  ;  channel  into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  on  Lake 
rom   North  Carolina,  William    Gaston  ;   and  ,  Erie. 

rum  South  Carolina,  John  J.  Chappell;  seve- ,      Resolved,    That    the   Military  Committee    in- 
ally  appeared  and  took  their  seats.  j  quire  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  improv- 

i  .Mr.  Rhta.  froru  the  Committee  on  the  Post  i  ing  the  water  communications  and  roads,  neces- 
)ffice  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  author-  ;  sary  for  the  transportation  of  troops,  military  and 
ze  the  transmission  of  certain  documents  free  of  naval  stores,  and  provisions,  between  certain  parts 
.outage;  which  was  read   twice,  and  ordered  to    of  the  United  States  and  the  Lakes. 


te  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-day.  The 
ill    was    s>i:bsequently   read    a    third    time,   and 
^ssed.  i 

'  On   motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Committee  on 


The  fullowing  joint  resolution  was  submitted 
by  .Mr  Pickering  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the    United  States  of  A  rnerica,  in  Congress 


he  Post  Ofpce  and  Post  Roads  were  discharged  assembled.  That  of  the  public  journals  of  the  Senile 
fom  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  agreed  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  present 
0  yesterday,  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expe-  and  of  every  future  Conjjress,  commencing  with  the 
iency  of  tr»nsniininf  certain  documents  by  mail,  present  session,  and  of  the  documents  published  under 
Iree  of  postige.  and  that  the  said  resolution  be  re-  ,  'he  orders  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
erred  to  the  Postmaster  General.  1  s^ntatives,  respectively,  from    the    commencement  of 

The  Speaker   laid  before  the    House  a  letter    the  present  «ss,on,  there  shall  bo   printed  two  hon- 

dred  copies   beyond  the    number   usually  pnnted,  of 


ist;  whicli^  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
able. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead, 

Resolved:  That:  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
<ajds  be  t«siruc(ed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedi 


Qcy  of  pr-'tviding,   by   law,  for   the  speedy   and  i  Congress    are  transmit 
loal  conurrtnation  of  all  grants  of  land,  or  orders    several  States  and  Ten 


law  to  use  the  books  in   the  said  Library,  upon  their 
applications  to  the  Librarian,  and  giving  their  respon- 
sible receipts  for  the  same,  in  like  manner  as  for  other 
books.     And   that  so  many  other  of  the  said  copies 
shall  be  transmitted,  in  like  manner  as   the  acta    of 
tted,  to  the    Executives  of  the 
[QCkl  connrrjiaiion  ui  <iii  gramis  ui   lauu,  ui  uiucis     BCTciBi  oiairs  miu  territories,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to 
f  survey,  fawfully  made  and  completed,  by  the    furnish  one  copy  to  each  Executive,  one  copy  to  each 
roper  oflii'er.  in   the  late  District  of  Louisiana,     branch  of  every  State  and  Territorial  Legislature,  one 
ow  Territory  of  Missouri,  during  the  time   the    ""opy  to  each   University  and  College  in   each  State, 
Lid   Territ^jry   was    in   the   actual    possession  of    »nd  <>"«  copy  1°  the  Historical  Society,  incorporated, 
'pain  or  France,  and  while  either  of  those  Pow-  !  o^  ^^^'^^  «^i*"  be  incorporated,  in  each  State.     And 
Irs  exercisr<i  the  sovereignty  therein.  '*»»'  the  residue  of  the  said  two  hundred  copies  be  de- 

I  Resolved,  That  said  committee  inquire  into  the  '  P^^''^^  '"  ^^e  said  Library  of  the  Lmted  Suies,  sub- 
xpediency-of  making  nrovis.on.by  law,  for  grant-  J"^  ^«  ^«  ^"^"^"^  disiH>sit.on  of  Congress. 
ng  all  suclj  claims  to  land,  in  said  Territory,  not  The  said  resolution  was  read  the  first  time, 
xceeding  rix  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  each  and,  on  motion,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the 
iaimant,  vi/here  tl>e  claimant,  or  the  person  un-  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
er  whom  tie  claims,  had  actually  cultivated  the  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next, 
ame,  prior  to  the  20th  of  December.  1S13.  ■      On    motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  House   was 

Resolved:  That  said  committee  be  instructed  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  Members.  Clerk, 
J  inquire  .into  tbe  expediency  of  making  pro-;  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  doors 
iision,  by  liiw.  to  enable  persons  claiming  lands  i  were  closed,  and  remained  so  until  an  adjourn- 
said  Territory. and  which  shall  not  be  con-  I  meat  took  place. 
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Satorday,  December  11.  | 

The  doors  being  opened,  Mr.  Boyd,  of  New  i 
York.  Mr.   Rea.  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.   King,  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Cheves,  of  South  Car- 
olina, severally  appeared  and  took  their  seals. 
And  the  House  then  adjourned. 


Monday,  December  13. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts. George  Bradbury  ;  from  Rhode  Island, 
Elisha  R.  Potter  ;  from  Virginia.  James  Plea- 
sants, junior  ;  and  from  Georgia,  Thomas  Tel- 
fair; severally  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
of  Isaac  Williams,  junior, praying  to  be  admitted 
to  a  seat  in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  members 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  place  of  John 
M.  Bowers,  whom  he  states  to  have  been  ille- 
gally returned  and  commissioned. —  Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  a  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  tlie  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  that  the 
United  States  will  subscribe  for  such  number  of 
shares  in  the  stock  of  said  company  as  will  ena- 
ble them  to  complete  their  undertaking. — Re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Ingersoll,  Mr.  Cooper.  Mr.  Tel- 
fair. Mr.  Wright,  and  .Mr.  Pleasants. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
have  the  direction  of  ihe  money  appropriated  for 
the  purchase  of  books,  dec,  for  the  Library  of 
Congress;  and  they  have  appointed  Mr.  Leib, 
Mr.  Goldsborocgh,  and  Mr.  Mason,  of  the 
said  committee  on  their  part. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House  ;  and  .Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Cheves,  and 
Mr.  Gaston,  were  appointed  ihe  said  committee, 
on  the  part  of  the  House. 

An  engrossed  resolution  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  an  additional  number  of  public 
documents  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  Beall, 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  attaching  to  the  Canton  district,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  all  that  tract  of  land,  extending 
one  mile  wide  on  each  side  of  the  road,  as  locat- 
ed, and  lying  between  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of 
the  river  Miami,  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  which,  by  treaty, 
concluded  at  Brownstown,  in  the  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory, on  the  25ih  of  November,  1808,  between 
certain  Indian  tribes  and  Governor  Hull,  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  for  tne  purpose  of  a 
road,  and  of  extending  and  connecting  the  set- 
tlements of  the  State  of  Ohio  with  the  Territory 
aforesaid;  and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattlmore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  allowing  further  time  to  make  payment 
for  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pur- 


chased subsequent  to  the  31st  of  March,  1809 ; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  oth- 
erwise. 


Tuesday,  December  14.  ^ 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Georgia, 
John  Forsyth,  and  from  Kentucky,  James 
Clarke,  appeared  and  took  iheir  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  petition  and 
accompanying  documents  of  John  Taliaferro, 
presented  on  the  27th  of  May,  1813,  contesting 
the  election  of  John  P.  Hcngerford,  one  of  the 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering. 

Ordered,  That  the  documents  which  were  the 
subject  of  the  order  of  the  Hou.se  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, instead  of  having  their  pages  numbered  in 
one  continued  series  of  numbers  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  termination  of  each  session, 
shall  be  themselves  numbered  in  a  regular  series 
in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  .shall  be  di- 
rected to  be  printed  :  the  number  of  each  docu- 
ment to  bo  distinctly  marked  on  the  top  of  the 
title  page  and  of  every  subsequent  page,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  number  of  each  page  of  such  docu- 
ment. 

Mr.  Desha  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
iustructed  to  ihquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing for  the  wagons  and  horses  that  have  been  lost 
or  destroyed  whilst  engaged  in  the  public  service. 

"Resolved.  That  the  Commillee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  paying  for  the  horses  lost  by  the  volunteers 
who  turned  out  under  his  Excellency  Isaac  Shel- 
by, Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky, 
on  the  Canada  expedition,  last  Fall,  and  that  they 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committeeon  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  paying  the  mounted  volunteers  who  turned 
out  under  his  Excellency  Isaac  Shelby.  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  on  the  Can- 
ada eipedition,  last  Fall,  additional  pay  for  their 
hor.ses  furnished,  and  that  they  report  by  bill,  or 
otherwise.'- 

Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tions, so  as  to  include  vessels  and  other  properly 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Desha  objected  to  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  ;  and  Mr.  Grosvenor  explained  his 
reasons  for  uffering  it ;  after  which,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  motion  and  lost ;  and  the  reso- 
lutions passed  by  a  considerable  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whight. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  one  uniform  mode  of  electing 
Senators,  Representatives  to  Congress,  and  Elect- 
ors of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Skinner, Mr. 
Sturges,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Mr.  Boyd,  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee. 
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Wednesday,  December  15. 
SeTeral    other   members,    lo    wit:  from  New 
j'ork,  Abraham  Ha8brocck,  and  from  Virginia, 
fHOMAS   M.   Bayly   and  James   Johnson,  ap- 
earetl  and  took  their  seats. 
Mr.  CoNiiicT.  fryra  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
d  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report  in  part; 
•;hich  was  ordereij  to  lie  on  the  table, 
f  On  motion  of  Mr,  Yancey, 
i  Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
fc  instructed  to  inquire   into  the  expediency  of 
ijaending  Uie  lawis  of  the   United   Slates,  as  to 
;»,e  effect  Which  a  judgment  of  record  of  one 
tale  shall  have,  when  offered  as  evidence  in  a 
jit  in  anoilier  State,  and    that  they   have  per- 
ji.ssion  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
■leans  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
fcy  of  amending  that  provision  in  the  first  sec- 
on  of  the  ^ct.  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on 
senses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
id  foreign  merchandise,"  so  far  as  respects  the 
•lie  of  doniestic  spirits,  sold  in  less  quantities 
lian  fit 


ji.ii  live  gallons,  at  the  place  where  the  same 
(lall  have  !)een  distilled,  and  by   the  ptersons  to 

% 


latter  term,  but  there  was  no  law  to  authorize 
this.  Fur  instance,  Mr.  L.  said,  those  who  one 
year  ago  had  enlisted  for  eighteen  months,  and 
who  shall  serve  that  time,  cannot,  by  any  law. 
obtain  the  bounties,  although  they  should  con- 
tinue to  serve  a  sufficient  time  to  make  up  in  the 
whole  five  years.  They  could  not  have  the  time 
they  had  already  served  under  their  enlistment, 
for  a  year  or  eighteen  months,  received  as  a  por- 
tion of  the  term  of  five  years.  Or,  in  other 
words,  their  original  enlistment  could  not  legally 
be  converted  into  an  enlistment  for  five  years,  so 
as  to  entitle  them  to  the  benefits  and  bounties 
which  the  law  allows  to  those  who  originally  en- 
listed for  the  full  term.  Mr.  L.  thought  that  a 
[)rovision  by  law  for  attaining  this  would  be 
lighly  beneficial  to  the  country. 
Mr.  L.  then  submitted  a  resolution,  as  follows : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  afford- 
ing additional  encouragement  to  the  re-enlistment  ol 
those  soldiers,  now  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
whose  terms  of  service  may  have  nearly  expired. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


hom  licer)ses  shall  have  been  granted  for  that 

irpose. 
'  On  moiiop  of  Mr.  Winter, 
I  Itcsulved,.  Thii  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
ajstructed  ro  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
f  g  for  buiiJing-*  occupied  as  public  stores,  and 
Njrnt  by  the  enemy  m  consequence  thereof;  and 

lat  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering, 

•  Rtsolted.  That  a  committee  be  appointed   to 

•  ispect  the  printed  journals  and  documents  be- 
y  inging  to  ine  House,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  so 
1  jaiked  and  arranged  as  to  render  the  recurrence 

I  them  more  easy  and  useful. 
Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  Lovett,  and  Mr.  Sharp. 
,'eie  appoiuted  llie  said  committee. 

RE-ENLIST.MENTS  L\  THE  ARMY. 
Mr.  Lowndes  said  that  he  wished  to  call  the 
ttention  of  the  House   to  a  subject  of  deep  in- 

frest  to  the  United  States.  The  terms  for  which 
^^lany  of  the  soldiers  had  enlisted  were  about  ex- 
iiring.  It  would  be  desirable  if  those  soldiers 
Mi)u!d  be  rO-enlisted,  that  provision  should  be 
iLade  for  it.  Men  who  had  been  trained  to  arms 
air  years  were  far  more  desirable  and  important 
(|i  the  Army  than  men  who  had  never  known 
'iscjpline.   .The  services  of  the  trained  soldier 

ere  worth-  more  than  those  of  the  raw  recruit. 

h*'ir  wagtu:  ought,  therefore,  to  be  higher,  and 

eir  bounties  increased.     Mr.  L.  said  he  did  not 

ie»n  to  suggest  any   plan  for  this   purpose,  but 

1  lerely   to  pui  the  subject  in  train  for  inquiry. 

le  deemed    it  well   worthy  of  the  attention  of 

ie:House.  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  another  object. 
'  'huse  men  who  t\ad  enlisted  for  one  year,  and 
i  »r  eighteen  months,  were  willing  (he  knew  the 
i  ic";  as  it  existed  in  the  three  Southern  States,) 
,  ;  convert  their  term  of  service  into  that  of  five 
*?ars,  provided  they  could  obtain  the  bounties  in 
r*nd  securetl  by  law  to  soldiers  who  enlist  for  the  ^ 


I 
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Thorsday,  December  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  South  Carolina. 
David  R.  Evans,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  Vermont,  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Williams,  junior,  contesting  the  election  of  John 
M.  Bowers,  a  silting  member  from  the  State  of 
IS'ew  York,  favorable  to  the  petitioner;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Kentucky. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  compensating  volunteers  and 
draughted  milita  for  arms  and  military  accoutre- 
ments, lost  by  the  inevitable  casualties  of  war  ; 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennes.«iee,  the 
galleries  were  then  cleared  and  the  doors  closed, 
and  the  House  remained  in  conclave  until  it 
adjourned. 


Friday,  December  17. 
CLAIMS  FOR  INTEREST. 
Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Thompson; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

That  by  an  act  of  Congress  pasted  on  the  11th  day 
of  May,  1812,  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
Department  were  required  to  settle  the  account  of  the 
petitioner,  and  to  allow  him  the  amount  of  moneys 
which  might  appear  to  h^ve  been  advanced  by  bim  for 
the  public  service,  and  which  had  not  been  reimbursed 
to  him;  and  also  to  allow  him  any  sums  which  might 
appear  to  be  due  him  for  {>er8onal  services;  that  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  did  adjust 
and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  petitioner,  and  paid  bim 
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the  balance  which,  apon  aettlement,  waa  found  to  b« 
due;  the  interest,  however,  was  withheld;  and  of  this 
the  petitioner  complains,  alUging  that  if  the  principal 
were  justly  due,  the  payment  of  interest,  in  a  legal 
{(oint  of  view,  necessarily  followed. 

At  the  latit  session  of  Congress,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  at  the  instance  of  the  petitioner, 
addressed  a  note  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
requesting  to  be  informed  upon  what  principle  the  in- 
terest had  been  withheld.  In  answer  to  which  the 
following  communication  was  received,  detailing  the 
reasons  which  operated  on  the  mind  of  that  officer,  in 
his  refusal  lo  pay  the  petitioner  the  interest  which  he 
demanded. 

Tbkasurt  Depabtmext, 
Comptbollkb's  Offics,  June  4,  1813. 

Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  this 
day,  requesting  to  be  informed  why,  in  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  John  Thompson,  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  11th  of  .May,  181'-!,  I  did  not  allow 
him  interest. 

The  sole  reason  why  I  did  not,  was  a  doubt  of  my 
power.  'J'he  act  in  question  provides  that  there  shall 
be  allowed  '*  to  the  said  John  Thompson  the  amount 
of  any  moneys  which  mav  appear  to  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  him  for  the  public  service,  and  which  have 
not  been  reimbursed  to  him ;  and  also  to  allow  him 
any  arrearages  that  may  he  due  for  personal  services;" 
but  it  sayi  not  a  word  about  interest.  It  might  seem 
to  follow  that,  on  whatever  sum  was  found  due,  in- 
terest, from  the  time  of  its  being  due,  would,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  t>e  awarded  to  him.  Rut  such  has 
not  been  the  construction  or  usage  of  the  Government. 
I  found,  on  careful  in({uiry,  that  in  no  similar  case  had 
interest  been  allowed  in  the  settkment  of  a  claim  at 
the  Treasury,  and  that  special  words  were  always 
deemed  necessary  to  sanction  such  allowance.  In 
confirmation  of  this  usage,  which  appears,  too,  to 
have  been  coeval  with  the  first  formation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  further  discovered,  in  examining  various 
acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  these  private  claims, 
that  in  some,  interest  is  by  special  words  directed  to 
be  allowed,  whilst  in  others,  as  in  this  of  Thompson's, 
no  such  authority  is  given.  This  I  took  to  afford 
some  countenance  to  the  distinction.  At  interest  in 
its  application  to  such  cases  as  the  present  is  to  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  a  compensation  for  money 
unjustly  withheld  after  it  is  due,  perhaps  Government 
may  not,  under  this  view,  be  held  chargeable  with  it 
as  a  general  rule,  inasmuch  as  the  presumption  of  law 
IS,  that  the  sovereign  stands  ready  at  all  times  to  pay 
what  is  justly  due  from  it,  and  that  where  payment 
has  not  been  made,  it  must  be  taken  to  be  owing  to 
some  good  and  justifiable  causes,  and  not  to  any  mere 
neglect  or  default  in  itself  or  in  its  own  officers.  But, 
waiving  this  suggestion,  the  refusal  of  the  Government, 
in  its  ordinary  practice,  to  pay  interest,  is  at  least  sus- 
tained on  equitable  ground,  in  so  far  as  the  rule  is  re- 
ciprocal. For,  if  it  refuse  to  pay  interest,  it  is  also 
true  that  it  never  charges  any  to  its  debtors.  The 
case  of  revenue  bonds,  bo  provided  by  special  law,  the 
case  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers  of  the 
Government  abroad,  and  judgments,  are,  as  far  as  I 
am  informed,  the  only  exceptions  to  this  rule.  But 
in  general,  in  all  common  open  accounts,  and  on  all 
contracts,  unless  otherwise  sj)ecially  provided,  the 
(lovernment  gives  an  acquittance  to  its  debtor  on  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  sum  due,  making  no  demand  for 
intereit,  no  matter  for  what  length  of  time  the  princi- 


pal may  have  been  withheld  ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  this 
doctrine,  it  is  also  a  fact  that  no  interest  account,  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  alwve  specified,  is  ever  opened  upon 
the  books  of  the  Treasury. 

These  are  the  reasons  that  operated  with  mc  to  re- 
fuse interest  on  the  final  settlement  at  this  office  of  the 
claim  of  John  Thompson,  among  which  I  beg  leave  to 
class  as  the  chief,  an  unwillingness  which  I  felt  to  de- 
part from  a  practice  uniform  at  the  Treasury,  as  far  as 
I  could  gain  information,  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

The  Hon.  Stivixsok  Archer, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claim*. 

The  rule  which  appears  from  the  above  letter  to  be 
established  at  the  Treasury,  and  which  has  been  prac- 
tised under  for  so  long  a  period  of  time,  your  commit* 
tee  cannot  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  violate,  because 
they  believe  it  to  be  salutary.  That  construction 
which  the  Comptroller  states  is  given  in  the  Treasury 
Department  to  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  private 
claims,  undoubtedly  coincides  with  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature.  Entertaining  this  belief,  your  committee 
are  satisfied,  that  the  principal  alone,  which  was  found 
to  be  due,  was  intended  by  Congress  to  be  paid  to 
John  Thompson  under  the  law  above  alluded  to.  We 
are  bound  to  {)re8ume  lliat  the  original  claim  of  the 
{letitioner  underwent  a  thorough  examination,  and 
that  it  was  determined  according  to  its  merits.  All 
was  granted  which  in  justice  was  deemed  to  be  due, 
and  if  the  construction  which  has  been  adopted  be 
correct,  that  was  the  principal  alone;  the  interest  was 
refused. 

The  committee  consider  the  claim  of  the  petitioner 
as  completely  satisfied  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and  be- 
lieve the  adoption  of  that  principle  unsafe,  which 
admits  the  power  of  re-examining  claims  that  have 
been  once  settled  by  the  competent  authority.  They, 
therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Reiolved,  That  the  petition  of  John  Thompson 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

CLAIM  OF  COMMODORE  DALE. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
ma  de  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard Dale;  which  was  read:  On  which  Mr.  A. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Dale; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  presented  his  claim  to  Congress 
in  the  year  1803,  at  which  period  it  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  Claims  for  examination.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  having  been  requested  to  give  his  opinion 
upon  the  merits  of  the  claim,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
chairman  of  that  committee.  This  communication,  as 
it  exhibits  a  detailed  view  of  the  nature  and  merits  of 
the  petitioner's  pretensions,  your  committee  ask  leave 
to  incorporate  with  their  report,  in  the  following 
words : 

Navt  Departmekt,  Ffb.  15,  1803. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt 
ofvour  favor  of  the  11th  instant,  submitting  to  me  the 
petition  of  Captain  Dale,  and  requesting  "  such  evi- 
dence  respecting  it  as  the  Navy  Department  may  fur- 
nish ;''  and,  also,  "  my  opinion  upon  its  merits." 

The  records  of  this  Department  show,  that  in  the 
month  of -May,  1798,  Captain  Dale  lock  the  command 
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;i'  the  ihip  Ganget ;  that  stores  to  the  amount  of  I  perceived  that  mischievous  consequences  can  possibly 
fi862  62  haJ  been  put  on  board  of  this  ship  by  tlie  i  resuh  from  the  allowance  of  this  claim.  Nor,  indeed, 
^gcnt  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  after  the  cruise,  ^  do  the  committee  conceive,  that  by  granting  it,  the 
, Captain  Dale,  in  his  accounts  against  the  Government  j  Government  will  abandon  any  claim  to  which  it  is 
jr  his  services,  did  not  claim  any  allowance  for  ra-  i  legally  entitled.  For  it  is,  to  say  nothing  more,  a 
ions  ;  but  I  have  ni^t  been  able  to  find  any  positive  '  subject  of  doubt  whether  the  United  States  could  re- 
vidence  of  an  agre(fment  that  he  should  be  at  no  ex-  cover  the  amount  of  these  stores  from  Captain  Dale, 
^ense  for  hi»  sea  stcires.  without  a  contract,  either   express  or   implied  on   bis 

The  law  of  Congress  allowed  to  an  officer  of  the  part,  to  be  responsible  for  their  Value.  That  no  such 
,ink  of  Captain  D^le  7.5  dollars  per  month,  and  6  ra-  contract  did  ever  exist,  is  apparent,  because  the  agree- 
ons  per  d;iy  :  and,  excepting  this  case  of  the  Ganges,  |  ment  above  alluded  to  expressly  contradict*  it.  The 
government  has  never  put  on  board  a  public  ship  a  |  ship  was  furnished  with  stores  without  his  order,  and 
iijptain's  sea  stores,  \\'hence,  then,  has  it  happened  he  was  importuned  to  take  the  command, 
'lat  in  this  particular  case  Government  did  furnish  the  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  are  in- 

y-^a.  stores,  and  that  ^Captain   Dale  did    not  claim    an     duced  to  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
llowance  tor  ratioim  ?     Do  not  these  two  eitraordina-     petitioner's  relief. 

circumstances  induce  a  presumption  that  the  agree-  j       rpj^^  paileries  were  now  cleared,  and  the  doors 
lent  as  stated  in  rhe  petition  was   made,   and   that  ^^^^  ^,^^^j    ^„^.,    half-past  1    o'clock,   when  the 
aptain  Uixle  took  the  command  of  the  Ganges  under     u        ,      .  j  .      i     »   i      i    .i.       i 

y    ^  f    .     <•  in        .         .k  .     .•  .u      House  adjourned  to  1  o'clock  this  day. 

Lie   persuasion  of  its   fulfilment  on  the   part  ot   the  » .    <     .  i      i       i       n  i         j 

r^./,^™^.,,  (  "^  At  1  o  clock   the  House  again  convened,  and 

If,  however,  this  agreement  were  established  hypo.-     reniained   in   session   about   an  hour  with  closed 
Mve  evidence,  in  th<  most  satisfactory  manner,  I  should     doofs,  and  then  adjourned  until  Monday. 
Jiot  consider  myself  empowered   to  carry  it  into  effect 
tcrithout   the   authority  of  a  special   act  of  Congresf:. 
Jrhe  Head  o{  the   Department  was  not  competent  to 
ahq  making  of  such  a  contract.     The  pay  and  emolu- 
inents  of  every  officer  of  the  Navy  being  precisely  as- 
Xerlained   hy    law,   the    Secretary   had    no    legitimate 
Tx)wcr  to  gu  beyond  that  allowance.     But  if  the  com- 
snittee  should   believe,  as  I  do,  that  Captain   Dale  did 
lake  the  mrnmand  of  the   Ganges   under   the  assur 
*tn 


Monday,  December  20. 

Three  other  njembers,  to  wit:  from  Massachu- 
setts, John  Wilson;  from  New  York,  Samuel 
Sherwood;  and  from  Virginia,  James  Brecken- 
KiDGE,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
nee  of  the  Head  of  the  Department  that  his  sea  stores  j  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  to 
^hould  be  fii.nisheii;  him  by  Government,  as  stated  in  |  provide  an  additional  number  of  armed  vessels 
the  petition,  they  will  dctorniine  whether  such  a  stip-  ,  for  the  public  service,  to  carry  not  less  than  six- 
julation  ought  not  to  be  carried  into  effect.  I  teen,  nor  more  than  twenty-two  guns;  with  leave 

It  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  rations,  to  which  |  jq  report  by  bill  or  oilierwise. 
Captain  Diiie  would  have  been  legally  entitled,  would  ,      Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Sevbeht.  a  committee  was 
iiave  amounted  to  the  sum  of  !:iS09   10,  and,  thus  the  ;  appointed   to   inquire  into  the  present  condition 
real  sum  from  which  he  prays  to  bs  released  is  ^553  52.     ^„  j  distribution  of  the  Hags,  standards,  and  colors. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir.  your  ,^.„^,j    have    been    taken    by    the   forces   of   the 

United  States  from  their  enemies  ;  and  whether 


most  obedient  servant, 
#     Hon.  J.  C-  Smith,  Chairman,  »1-c 

I 


K.  S.MITH. 


The  agr.-ement  pn  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
furnish  the  captain's  sea  stores,  as  the  condition  upon 
which  the  command  of  the  Ganges  was  accepted  by 
Captain  Dnie,  although  not  proven  in  positive  terms, 
IS  satisfactorily   established.     The    putting  on    board 


it  would  be  expedient  to  make  any  provision  in 
relation  to  them  ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Seybeht,  Mr.  Cheves,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
New  York,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 


tthu    cabin    stores,  fan   act  which  m   ordinary  cases  is  ;  I.^qersoll 

{never  don.:,)  and  the   relinquishment,  on    the    part  of      *  ji„olved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 

Liiptain  Di,le,  of  ll^e  rations  to  which  as  an  officer  he  :  .^i^  ^1,^  expediency  of  making  adequate  and  perma- 
rwa^  entitled,  are  circumstances  which  place  the  exist-  |  n^nt  provu.on  for  the  support  of  all  officers,  soldiers. 
Jence  of  such  an  agreement  beyond  all  question.     And  |  ^.j  manners,  who  have  been,  or  shall  be,  disabled  by 

illhough   lio  power  was  invested  in  the  becretary  ot  ,  rounds  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 

[ihe  Navy  to  augment  or  diminish  the   compensation  1  Suies ;  and,  also,  for  the  support  of  the   widows  and 

M  officers,  ^ct  when  we  consider  the  pressing  solicita-  ,  education  of  the   children  of  all   officers,  soldiers,  and 

4  uona  whica  were  made  him  ;  the  high  reputation  and  j  mariners,  who  hare  fallen,  or  shall  fall,  in  the  military 

;gallaiilry  cj   that  officer;  the  great  confidence  which  j  or  naval   service  of  the   United  States;  and  that  the 

wa5  repo8(>il  in  him  by  the  public  ;  and   more  particu-    committee  have  leave  to  report  bv  bill  or  otherwise. 
Marly,  when  we  reflect  that  he  was  induced  to  enter         rn,  ,  ,      '  ,        .        ,        i 

fthe  service' from  a  conviction  that  the  promise  made  j       The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
fto  him  by  i^n  agent  of  the  Government  would  be  per-  I      t,       f 


formed  wii,*!  fidelity,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that 
little  he.-itjtion  can  exist  as  to  the  propriety  of  re- 
leasing him  from  the  sum  with  which  he  stands 
.charged.  The  committee  are  well  awara  that  some 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  precipitate  con- 
firmation 'vf  the  authorized  acts  of  the  agents  of  the 
Government ;  yet,  in  the  present  instance,  it  is  not 


Mr.  Archer  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  to  wit: 

"  An  additional  standing  committee  shall  be  appoint- 
ed, to  wit:  a  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolution- 
ary Claims,  to  consist  of  seven  members. 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  take  into  consider- 
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ation  all  such  |>etitions  and  matters,  or  things  touching 
military  pensions,  and  also  claims  and  demands  origi- 
nating in  the  Revolutionary  war,  or  arising  therefrom, 
as  shall  be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  come  in  question, 
and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House  ;  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereupon,  together  with  such  proposi- 
tions for  relief  therein  as  to  them  shall  seem  expe- 
dient." 

The  said  amendment  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Dale  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stcroes,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  in^trucled  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United 
States."  so  far  as  to  authorize  notaries  public  to 
take  depositions  to  be  u>ed  in  any  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cooper  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

hesolred.  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  and  rei>ort  what  provisions 
ought  to  be  made  for  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the 
militia  called  out  under  the  authority  of  any  of  the 
State  or  Territorial  governments,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  against  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  ;  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Trolp  observed,  that  he  considered  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  uunecessary,  as  an  in- 
quiry had  already  been  instituted  on  the  subject, 
and  it  was  found  that  existing  laws  made  ample 
provision  for  such  cases  as  were  embraced  by  the 
motion.  Upon  further  consideration,  however. 
Mr.  T.  withdrew  hisoppoMiion  to  the  resolution, 
and  moved  to  amend  it.  by  ordering  its  reference 
to  the  committee  fur  revising  the  niiliiia  laws. 

On  the  ({uestion  of  the  committee  to  winch  it 
was  most  profier  to  refer  the  resolution,  a  very 
desultory  discussion  took  place.  Mr.  Troup's 
suggestion  was,  however,  finally  adopted,  and  the 
resolution  accordingly  referred  to  the  committee 
for  revising  the  militia  laws. 

AMEND.MENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pickens  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Rfsolred,  by  the  Sfna/f  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Confess 
assembled,  two-thirds  oj  both  Houses  conettrring  there- 
in. That  the  following  amendment  to  the  < constitution 
of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  three-fourtLs  of  the  utmi  Slates,  shall  be  valid, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  ai>  a  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution : 

The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  shall 
be  chosen  by  districts  ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  each  State 
shall  be  divided  by  its  Legislature  into  a  number  of  dis- 
tricts, equal  to  the  number  of  Electors  to  which  the 
State  may  be  entitled.  Each  district  shall  contain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  equal  numbers,  which  shall  be  de- 
termined by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  per- 
sons, including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  and,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of 
all  other  {>ersons.  In  each  district  the  persons  qualified 
to   vote  for   Representatives  in   the   Congress  of  the 


United  States,  shall  choose  one  Elector.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  each  Slate  shall  have  power  to  regulate  the 
manner  of  holding  elections,  and  making  returns  of 
the  Electors  chosen  by  the  people.  In  case  all  the 
Electors  should  not  meet  at  the  time  and  place  appoint- 
ed for  giving  their  vutes,  a  majority  of  the  Electors  mat 
shall  have  power,  and  forthwith  shall  proceed  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy.  The  districts  lor  choosing  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  altered  in  any  Slate,  until  an  enumeration  and 
apportionment  of  Representatives  shall  be  made  subse- 
quent to  a  division  of  the  State  into  districts.  The  di- 
vision of  the  State  into  districts  shall  take  place,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  this  amendment 
shall  become  a  part  of  the  (Jonttilution  of  the  United 
States,  and  successively  afterwards  whenever  a  new 
enumeration  and  apportionment  of  Representatives 
shall  be  made. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  ot  the  Union. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DEL.\WARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company,  made  a  report;  which  was  read  as 
follows : 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That,  80  long  ago  as  in  the  year  1765,  surveys  and 
other  preparations  were  made  for  undertaking  this  im- 
portant national  improvement,  of  which  the  practica- 
bility is  80  obvious  from  the  proximity  of  the  waters  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  the  nature  of  the 
intermediate  ground,  that  even  at  that  early  day  cer- 
tain individuals  were  prompted  to  make  the  attempt. 

That,  in  the  year  1799,  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Maryland  enacted  a  law,  which  was  toUowed  up,  in 
the  year  1801,  by  corresponding  laws  enacted  by  the 
Legislatures  ^f  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  providing 
for  the  incorporation  of  a  company  with  a  capital  slock 
of  $400,OuO,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  making  a 
canal  between  the  river  Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake 
bay  :  in  pursuance  of  which  acts  of  incorjwration  sub- 
scriptions were  received  for  nearly  the  whole  amount 
of  the  two  thousand  shares,  at  -$200  each  ;  surveys  were 
made,  engineers  and  workmen  employed,  a  route  and 
position  located  for  the  canal  on  the  isthmus  which 
separates  the  bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and 
some  material  progress  effected  in  the  execution  of  the 
work.  But,  after  expending  upwards  ofy^  100,000  in 
the  purchase  of  water  rights,  the  consfruction  of  a 
feeder  and  reservoir,  and  digging  some  portion  of  the 
canal,  the  work  was  8us(>ended  in  the  year  1803,  in 
consequence  of  the  non-payment  of  subscriptions,  the 
evidence  daily  accumulating  that  .$400,000,  the  whole 
amount  subscribed,  even  if  collected,  was  a  sum  inade- 
quate to  the  completion  of  the  canal,  and  of  that  de- 
pression of  the  funds  and  spirit  of  the  company  which 
were  superinduced  by  the  absence  of  public  support 
and  encouragement  from  the  individual  enterprise 
which  had  so  far  carried  on  the  undertaking.  Since 
that  time  the  subject  has  been  frequently  under  con- 
sideration in  Congress,  bills  in  various  shapes  have  been 
acted  on  in  the  Senate  for  extending  national  aid  to 
this  great  national  work,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1811,  the  last  day  of  the  last  session  of  the  Eleventh 
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onpresB,  a  bill,  which  came  from  the  Senate,  appro- 
huting   tw'>  hundred    thousand   acres  of  public  lands 

3^r  this  obje»)t.  was  indefinitely  postponed  in  the  House 
^'  Kepresenlatives,  r;jlher.  as  this  committee  have  been 

kflught  to  Iv^lieve,  from  the  lateness  of  the  period  at 
h»ch  the  hubject  was  brought  before  the  House  of 
eprescntatgves,  than  from  any  indisposition  on  their 
ir»  to  acceje  to  the  liberal  provision  proposed  by  the 
t>nate.         ! 

That,  roni-eiving;  the  present  to  be  a  moment  when 
e  importance  of  such  a  canal  will  probably  be  appre- 
,ated  as  it  ought  to  be,  your  committee  beg  leave  to 
lumerate  tiriefly  some  of  the  most  prominent  advan- 
ces to  be  derived  from  it : 

lis  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
elaware.  the  contemplated  canal  will  throw  open  an 
ternal  navigation  from  the  northwestern  parts  of  the 
tate  of  New  York  to  the  southern  extremities  of  the 

te(ate  of  V'ir-^inia. 

besides  the  contributions  which  such  a  course  of  in- 
riial  navigfation  wotild  alTord  to  the  sostenance  of  the 
immunity^<and  to  «n  export  trade,  in  the  products  of 
le  earth,  vAich  it  would  transport  from  all  the  vari- 
Is  regionsi  it  must  connect  together,  it  would  more- 
/er  supply  4he  coal  from  the  banks  of  the  James  river, 
ad  the  iSifsquehannah,  to  the  citiei  and  settlements 
long  the  Atlantic  coast,  thus  substituting  a  cheap  and 
iexhau8tib|o  speciej!  of  fuel  for  the  wood  of  which  the 
'unlry  is  d<privcd.  itnd  of  which  the  price  already  con- 
ritutes  so  !>irge  a  drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  poor 

Mnd  manufacturing  rissses. 

C  The  extensive  b«ds  of  Plaster  of  Paris  and  other 

^scful  subtitsnccs.  wliich  are  said  to  exist  on  the  shores 
f  the  Susijuchannah,  and  of  which  the  want  is  now 
>  severely  fflt  in  other  places,  might  be  carried  into  ac- 
ve  usefului^s  throughout  some  of  the  most  agricultu- 
tl  districts  of  the  L'pion. 

The  trai'sportation  of  merchandise,  of  all  kinds  of 

fticles  of  l'»«od,  clothing,  and  necessity,  of  almost  every 

ung  which  the  >iorth.  Middle,  and  SoQth  interchange, 

ould  be  facilitated  in  point  of  price,  time,  and  safety, 

1  a  great  aniount.     Your  committee  are  inforined  that 

t  this  time  tJovernment  is  comjtelled  to  convey  by  land, 

1  the  wintr«r  season,  over  the  portage  from  the  Ches^ 

peake  to  Xi\e  Delaware  (a  road  rendered  almost  im- 

•assable  by  land   carriage)  the  most  bulky  pieces   of 

limber  for  the  ship  of-the-line  building  at  Philadelphia, 

Apd  that  the  expense  of  the  conveyance  over  this  small 

^(Stance  is  rnormous. 

^  In  the  reduction  of  the  time,  labor,  and  cost  of  all 
'^ilitary  trajisportation,  whether  of  men  or  things,  the 
•.jjiportance  of  the  L  hesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  is 
jtiicstimable .  and  desirable  as  such  an  improvement 
toay  be  in  lime  of  war,  its  uses  would  be  no  less  ex- 
pensively be^ielicial  in  time  of  peace. 
t  That  essential  as  such  a  canal  is  at  this  juncture, 
&nd  advantngeous  as  it  would  be  at  all  times,  the  mo- 
itvrs  to  its  imdertakmg  arc  increased  by  the  facility  and 
Shortness  of  time  with  which  it  may  be  undoubtedly 
4ccomplish(rd. 

}  The  can;il  begins  at  Welch  Point  on  the  Elk  river, 
n  arm  of  the  Che)>apeake,  and  is  to  terminate  at  a 
isiance  of i  twenty-two  miles,  on  Christiana  river,  a 
ranch  oft'ie  Delaware.  At  low  water  the  depth  of 
vster  in  Christiana  is  nine  feet  and  in  Elk  twelve  feet, 
ithin  oni;.  hundred  feet  from  the  shore.  The  tide 
ises  four  lijet  in  l)oih  rivers.  The  highest  intermedi- 
te  ground;  over  which  the  canal  is  to  be  carried,  on  a 
e'vel  of  thii  leen  miieii  in  length,  u  seventy-four  feet  above 


tide  water,  the  descent  to  be  effected  by  nine  locks  on 
each  side.  The  digging  is  generally  easy.  No  expen- 
sive aqueducts,  nor  bridges,  nor  any  other  obstacles  oc- 
cur, but  those  which  have  been  already  overcome  in  dig- 
ding  the  'eeder  through  a  rocky  soil.  The  supply  of 
water  drawn  from  Elk  river,  by  a  feeder  six  miles  in 
length,  which  is  completed,  and  which  it  itself  a  boat 
canal  three  and  a  half  feet  deep,  united  by  a  lock  of 
ten  feet  high  to  the  main  canal,  is  calculated  to  fill 
daily  one  hundred  and  forty-four  locks ;  a  quantity 
suthcient  on  an  average  for  the  daily  passage  of  twenty- 
four  vessels.  The  canal  is  twenty-six  feet  wide  at  the 
bottom,  and  fifty  at  the  top  on  the  water  line,  being 
dug  at  the  depth  of  eight  feet.  It  is  intended  for  ves- 
sels of  from  forty  to  seventy  tons,  drawing  seven  and  a 
half  feet  water.  The  banks  twenty  feet  wide  for  tow- 
ing paths,  one  of  which  may  be  converted  into  a  turn- 
pike road,  being  raised  three  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
water,  will,  by  increasing  the  height  of  the  lock  gates 
one  foot,  admit  a  depth  of  nine  feet  water,  in  the  canal. 
The  digging  one  mile  throughout  rocky  ground  cost 
$13,000  ;  another  mile,  perfectly  level  and  without  any 
impediments,  cost  •'}i2,300,  which  gives  an  average  of 
$7  ,G50  a  mile.  The  whole  distance  to  be  cut  is  twenty- 
two  miles  ;  tlie  whole  cost  computed  at  $850,000.  Of 
this  sum  $100,000  has  been  laid  out.  The  sum  so- 
licited by  public  contribution  is  $287,000.  Of  this  sum 
the  estate  of  Pennsylvania  contributes  $75,000,  to  be 
reimbursed  by  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  shares 
of  the  stock  ;  the  State  of  Maryland  contributes  $50,- 
000,  to  be  reimbursed  by  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares 
of  the  stock;  and  the  State  of  Delaware  $12,000,  to  be 
reimbursed  by  sixty  shares  of  the  stock.  The  sum  so- 
licited of  Congress  is  .$150,000,  to  be  reimbursed  by 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  shares  of  the  stock.  With  pub- 
lic assistance  to  such  an  amount  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  this  canal  calculate  on  individual  contribu- 
tions and  private  loans,  sufficient  to  complete  the  work 
m  u  short  tune. 

The  States  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, which  are  most  immediately  interested  in  this  pub- 
lic improvement,  having  given  their  consent  and  co- 
operation to  the  work  ;  your  committee,  in  behalf  of  the 
•National  Legislature,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
bill  for  bestowing  the  aid  required  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  I.NGCKsoLL  then  reported  a  bill,  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  to  subi>cribelor  seven  hundred  and 
tifiy  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  die  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  uf  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Isaac  William^,  jr.,  contesting  the  elec- 
tion of  JoH.N  M.  Bowers,  a  member  returned 
from  the  Stale  of  New  York: 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
th.'  petition  of  Isaac  Williams,  jr.,  contesting  the  elec- 
tion of  John  M.  Bowers,  returned  as  one  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  State  of  New  York  in  the  present 
Congre.ss,  and  praying  to  be  admitted  in  his  stead, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report: 

That,  in  addition  to  the  facts  and  evidence  stated  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  made  in  this 
case  at  the  last   session  of  Congress,   it   appears  that, 
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Retaliation. 


H.  or  R. 


from  the  towns  of  Exeter,  .Milford,  and  Westford,  three 
hundred  and  twenty-two  votes  were,  through  the  mis- 
take of  the  inspectors  of  elections  in  those  towns,  re- 
turned for  Isaac  Williams;  which  votes,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  said  inspectors,  were  given  to,  and 
ought  to  be  returned  for,  Isaac  Williams,  jr. ;  that,  ad- 
ding these  votes  to  the  poll  of  Isaac  Williams,  jr.,  gives 
him  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  votes  over 
Mr.  Bowers,  and  entitles  him  to  a  seat  in  the  House. 
The  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  John  M.  Bowers  is  not  entitled  to  a 
•eat  in  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  Isaac  Williams,  jr.,  is  entitled  to  a 
«eat  in  this  House. 

The  report  being  read,  the  resolutions  therein 
contained  were  unanimously  concurred  in. 

The  House  was  then  cleared  of  all  strangers, 
and  the  doors  were  closed  ;  and  remained  so  till 
Che  House  adjourned. 


frequently  productive  of  disease  and  other  evils, 
which  he   believed  a  shorter  period  of  service 
would  obviate. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 

RETALIATION. 

Mr.  LovETT  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  if, 
in  his  opinion,  it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  all  the  evidence  in  his  possession  relative  to 
the  commencement,  progress,  and  present  state  of  the 
system  of  retaliation  upon  prisoners  of  war,  to  which 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain have  lately  resorted.  Also,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  will  cause  to  be  laid  befors  this 
House  the  names  of  those  prisoners  of  war  who  have 
been  sent  as  criminals  to  England  for  trial.  Also,  evi- 
dence when  and  where  those  prisoners  were  captured;  at 
what  lime  they  emigrated  from  the  British  dominions 
to  the  United  Slates;  when,  and  in  what  manner,  they 
had  incorporated  themselves  into  our  political  society; 
also,  whether  any  or  all  of  said  prisoners  have  been  nat- 
uralized agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  when  ;  and  all  other  evidence  which  may  serve  to 
show  and  define  the  national  character  of  said  prison- 
ers of  war. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House,  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  be  not  inconsistent  with 
the  public  welfare,  any  documents,  papers,  evidence, 
or  information,  tending  to  show  that  naturalized  sub- 
are  necessary  to  be  made  by  law,  relative  to  costs  jects  of  (Jreat  Britain  are.  by  her,  employed  in  war 
to  be  taxed,  and  lo  fees  and  expenses  in   the  cir-  I  against  their  native  country,  and  that  they  are,  by  her, 


TuEsiv^Y,  December  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  PresiJent  to 
change  any  portion  of  the  5.000  infantry,  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  last  session,  into  artillerymen 
or  riflemen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  ifany,  what,  alterations  or  amendments 


cuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  they  have  leave  lo  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  permit  any  incorporated  bank  in 
the  United  States  to  discount  any  bond,  obliga- 
tion, promissory  note,  or  bill  of  exciiange,  with- 
out requiring  the  same  to  be  stamped:  Provided 
.such  bank  will  pay  thereon,  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  Slates,  a  duty,  ai  the  rate  of  five  cents 
for  every  hundred  dollars  discounted  as  aforesaid. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Dale 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Onlered,  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Richard  Dale,"  and  that  the  Clerk  do  car- 
ry the  said  bill  lo  ihe  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence  therein. 

Mr.  Kerr  submilleJ  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  that  the 
militia  called  out  under  their  authority  may  not  be 
compelled  to  serve  more  than  three  months  for  a  tour 
of  duty. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Kerr  said  his 
reason  was,  a  belief  that  the  present  term  of  mili- 
tia service,  six  months,  often  rendered  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  useless  to  the  citizen  when 
he  returned  from  military  duty;  and  when  called 
to  the  defence  of  the  seaboard,  so  long  a  tour  was 
nth  Con.  2d  Sbss.— 26 


protected  from  punishment,  either  by  means  of  retalia- 
tion, or  otherwise,  when  taken  by  their  native  coun- 
trymen in  arms  against  them,  or  in  arms  invading  their 
territories. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  if, 
in  his  opinion,  it  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  pubhc 
welfare,  such  evidence  as  he  may  have  in  his  posses- 
sion, relative  to  the  orders,  regulations,  and  proclama- 
tions, which,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war,  have  been  issued  and  promulgated  in  the  prov- 
inces of  Canada,  by  the  Governor  General  of  those 
provinces,  or  any  other  officer  or  agent  of  the  British 
Government,  relative  to  the  state,  condition,  rights, 
and  duties,  of  the  native  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 
residing  in  those  provinces;  also,  the  number  of  such 
native  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  have,  during 
the  present  war,  borne  arms  against  the  United  States, 
within  their  limits,  and  what  is  the  present  situation 
of  such  citizens. 

Mr.  LovETT  observed :  It  cannot  be  necessary 
for  ttie,  sir,  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  this 
House  in  avowins  the  motives  which  bare  in- 
duced me  to  submit  these  resolutions  lo  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House;  both  the  motives  and 
the  object  must  be  palpable. 

It  is  a  fact,  as  notorious  as  lamentable,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  entered 
upon  a  broad  system  of  retaliation  upon  prisoners 
of  war;  that  rapid  stride^  in  that  system  have 
already  been  made  towards  a  very  serious,  and 
possibly,  fatal  result.  By  th*  progress  made  in 
this  system   many  individuals  are  already  de- 
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Contested  Election—John  Thompson'$  Claim. 


December,  1813. 


I^rived  of  their  personal  liberty,  and,  in  strong 
olicitude,'  are  a\vait>ng  an  uncertain  fate.  In 
very  poirjt  of  view  the  subject  of  retaliation  is 
tnportant.     The  lex  talionis  is  bottomed  upon 


Decessity  ind    policy;  it  is  the  ne  plus  ultra  of    etrucled  to  inquire  whether  Thomas  K.  Harris,  a  »it- 


CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.    Shipherd  oflered   for  consideration    the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  be  in- 


.ivil  warfare, 

It  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  House  to  cxaraine. 
,vith  profound  attention,  the  ground  we  are  ad- 
vancing u^on.     The  President,  in  his  Message, 
iiaa  callec;  our  attention  to  it;  the  voice  of  tne 
lation  ani)  of  humanity  call  us  to  it.     We  have 
ilready  so  far  acted  upon  the  subject  as  to  refer 
|hat  part  ''}i  the  Message  to  a  select  coramittee. 
•The  evid^ince  required  will  be  indispensable  for 
hat  comnjittee.     Let  them  have  it.  and  throughly 
nvestigatj;  the    business.      If  we    have  adopted 
intenablej  principles,    the   sooner    they  shall  be 
tbandonecj   the  better;  if  questionable  ones,  the 
(Ooner  they  shall  le  examined  the  safer.     I  would 
equally  avoid  the  too  bold  assertion  of  a  doubtful 
ight,  as  the  pusillanimous  surrender  of  an  unde- 
liable  onn.     But,  sir,  if  the  principles  of  the  lex 
alionis,  a;j  settled  by  the  laws  of  nations,  will 
oear  us  cAit  in  this  system,  then  out  let  us  go, 
^ven  if  ^e  festoon   the   borders  of  our  country 
^ith  baltt^s. 

The  re%olutionr,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
pQ  the  tal^e,  and  be  printed. 


WEDNfesDAY.  December  22. 


Two  orher  menibers,  to  wit:  from  Delaware, 
^ENRY  M-  Ridoely;  and,  from  Ohio,  James 
'[KtLBOUR:^.  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  5th  of 
February;  1S05,  transmitting  sundry  documents 
n  relaticii  to  the  claim,  by  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment, of  yestilutiun  in  the  case  of  the  brigantine 
Henrick,  together  with  all  the  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  said  clain>,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
0fClaim>. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Lattimore,  the  Committee 
oti  the  Pfiblic  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expedienH:y  of  making  provision,  bv  law, 
for  the  r.  lief  of  f-uch  purchasers  of  public  lands 


ting  member,  is  or  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this 
House. 

[Mr.  Harris's  election  was  contested  at  the 
last  session  by  Mr.  Kelly,  and,  on  application  of 
Mr.  Harris,  time  was  granted  to  him  to  obtam 
testimony  relative  thereto.] 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Grundy,  Fisk,  Shipherd,  Rhea,  Pickering, 
and  Pitkin,  on  the  subject  of  this  motion,  in  the 
course  of  which,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Kelly  had 
declined  reappearing  to  contest  the  election.  It 
seemed  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  in- 
quiry into  the  alleged  illegality  should  not  there- 
fore abate  ;  the  only  difference  of  opinion  was  as 
to  the  mode  of  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
House.  The  conversation  issued  in  the  with- 
drawal of  the  present  motion  by  the  mover;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhe*.  of  Tennessee,  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  at  the  last 
session,  on  the  petition  of  Mr.  Kelly,  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  sucU 
new  evidence  as  should  be  offered  to  them  for 
further  consideration. 

JOHN  THO.VfPSONS  CL.\IM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Thompson,  which  recommends  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  John  Thompson 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

After  considerable  discussion  between  Messrs. 
Roberts  and  Archer,  on  the  merits  of  the  claim, 
the  one  for  and  the  other  against  it.  and  some  in- 
cidental remarks  from  Mr.  Gholson,  the  com- 
mittee concurred  in  the  report — ayes  77 — and  re- 
ported their  concurrence  to  the  House.  Mr. 
Roberts  moved  that  the  report  lie  on  the  table. 
Negatived — 63  to  44. 

After  some  further  discussion,  in  which  Mr. 
Sheffey  Mr.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Farrow,  advo- 
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as  may  have  confimitted  an  error  in  designating  :  ^^^^'^  '^^  <^'»'™-  *"^.  ^'-  Archer  opposed  it  the 
tract  different  from  the  one  intended  to  be  en-  i  l^^""'^  °^'^^  committee  was  concurred  in  by  a 


lered,  wuh  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of, Mr.  Beall.  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Landii  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expeiiency  of  making  provision,  by  law,  for 
the  sale  of  sections  No.  15,  21,  and  22.  on  the 
same  terras,  and  at  the  same  price,  that  other  pub- 
•^lic   land?:  are  offered  for  sale,  at  the  respective 

(land  offices  within  the  State  of  Ohio. 
The  House  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ar- 
^ciiER,  to  consider  an  amendment  proposed  by  him 
to  the  rules  of  the  House,  having  for  its  object  to 
^  establish  an  additional   standing  committee,  to 
consist  o:'  seven  members,  viz:  a  Committee  on 
Ptnsions(and   Revolutionary  Claims,  whose  du- 
ties are  ,Tnade  correspondent  with  this  appella- 
'    tion;  and  the  proposed  amendment  was  agreed 
'   to  by  thir  House.; 
;  i- 
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large  majority. 


Thursday,  December  23. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
Arte.mas  Ward,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  a  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  Mr.  Ingham,  .Mr.  Clopton,  Mr. 
Chappell,  Mr.  S-iUAR  r,  Mr.  Sage,  Mr.  Ely,  and 
Mr.  Beall. 

No  other  business  being  offered  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House,  a  motion  was  made  and 
carried  to  adjourn. 


Friday,  December  24. 
Aylett  Hawes,  from  Virginia,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat. 


Drcbmber.  1813. 


Petition  of  General  Smyth. 


H.  or  R. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  petition  of  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  contesting  the  election  of  Thomas 
M.  Bayly,  one  of  the  Representatives  from  Vir- 
ginia, together  with  all  the  papers  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  House,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  favorable  to  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Boone;  which  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

.Mr.  Ingersoll,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  an  ad- 
ditional judge  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Ingersoll, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  in>tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  altering  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  also.  That  the  same  committee  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  more  effectual  punishment 
of  crimes  against  the  United  States;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Nelson  proposed  a  resolution  for  adjourn- 
ing both  Houses  of  Congress  to  .Monday  week. 

Mr.  N.  assigned  as  reasons  for  this  motion,  the 
present  inactivity  of  both  Houses,  owing  princi- 
pally to  the  committees  not  having  matured  busi- 
ness for  their  consideration.  The  recess  would 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  meeting  more  fre- 
quently, and.  while  he  believed  it  would  be  an 
economy  of  their  time  and  the  public  money,  it 
would  accommodate  many  members  with  an  op- 
portunity of  visiting  their  f^miliei^.  &c.  Messrs. 
Grosvenor  and  Stanford  also  supported  the 
motion. 

This  motion  was  corabatted  by  Messr*:.  Rhea. 
Wright,  and  Fahhow,  on  various  grounds,  the 
most  forcible  of  which  were,  that  the  committees 
would  not  convene  during  such  a  recess,  but 
avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  extended  to 
their  fellow  members;  and  that,  in  ibe  mean- 
time, business  of  real  importance  might  demand 
the  attention  of  Congress. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Monday.  December  27. 

The  Speaker  being  absent,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


TcESDAY,  December  28. 

Elias  Earle,  from  South  Carolina,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  repre- 
sentation, addressed  to  the  House,  of  J.  B.  Gue- 
nin.  stating  that  he  is  a  native  of  Louisiana,  and 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  that  he  departed 
on  commercial  pursuits  to  England  in  the  year 
1809,  bearing  wiih  him  evidences  of  his  citizen- 
ship; that,  of  these  evidence?,  he  was  fraudu- 
lently dispossessed  by  a  French  officer,  then  pris- 
oner in  England,  who.  by  their  aid,  made  his 
escape  to  France,  leaving  the  petitioner  a  pris- 


oner in  his  stead  ;  in  consequence  of  which  "  odi- 
ous act,"  the  prisoner  states  that  he  has  been  de- 
tained prisoner  since  1809,  and  is  now  on  board 
a  prison  ship  at  Chatham,  and  prays  the  interpo- 
sition of  Congress  in  his  behalf. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Robertson,  the  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  for  prop- 
erty captured  or  destroyed  while  in  the  public 
service,  by  the  enemy  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  corumitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  Moses  Hooke  the 
right  of  pre-emption  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  over  those  parts  ot  States  and  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  to  which  the  Indian 
title,  in  pursuance  of  treaties,  is  not  extinguished, 
in  such  manner,  that  all  and  every  white  person 
residing  within  any  of  said  parts  of  States  or 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  may,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  operation  of  said  laws. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands, 
in  favor  of  the  petition  of  Daniel  Boone,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
referred  to  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  pur- 
suant thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  to  persons  whose  property  had 
been  impressed  into  the  public  service  the  full 
value  thereof  if  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, or  lost  without  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner ;  and.  in  case  of  restoration  of  the  property, 
to  allow  pay  for  injury  or  detejition  of  the  same. 

PETITION  OF  GENERAL  8.MYTH. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Alexan- 
der Smyth,  of  the  State  uf  Virginia,  praying  to 
retain  his  rank  in  the  line  of  the  Army  as  a  Brig- 
adier General.  The  petition  ii  as  follows: 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  petition  of  .\leiander  Smyth,  a  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia, respectfully  represent* :  That  having,  in  1807, 
written  to  an  honorable  maniber  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, that,  in  case  of  war  with  Great  Britain, 
he  was  desirous  to  enter  into  the  regular  service,  he  re- 
ceived, in  180t^,  an  appointment  as  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment of  riflemen.  That,  although  war  had  not  com- 
menced, yet  the  event  being  probable,  he  abandoned 
his  profession,  which  was  then  lucrative,  left  his  fam- 
ily, vacated  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  Virginia  as  the 
representative  of  thirteen  counties,  and  joined  the 
.\rmy  of  the  United  States.  'I'hat  your  petitioner  had 
the  good  fortune  to  give  the  utmost  satisfaction  to 
his  superiors.  Genera!  Wilkinson,  General  Hampton, 
General  Dearborn,  and  the  late  Secretary  of  War, 
while  acting  under  their  immediate  orders;  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  and  Inspector  General 
in  July,  1HI2;  given  the  command  of  a  brigade  in 
Sepleuiber,  and  of  one  of  tte  Armies  of  the  United 
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Sutef>  in  October,  m  the  •ame  year.  That,  at  the  ex- 
piration lA'  five  wrtks,  during  which  period  he  made 
evrry  ext  rtion  in  his  power  to  serve  the  nation,  be 
found  It  necessary  to  put  his  troops  into  winter  quar- 
ters. Hirymg  determined  on  that  measure,  as  your 
petitioner  had  bet'n  absent  from  his  home  the  last 
eight  winiers,  much  the  greater  part  of  the  last  five 
years,  ani  the  whule  of  the  last  fourteen  months,  and 
had  been  refused  leave  to  visit  his  family  in  the  month 
of  July  preceding,  and  calculating  that  it  was  prob- 
able the  i;ampaign;of  1813  might  terminate  his  exist- 
ence, he.  without  resigning  his  command,  asked  for 
leave  of  absence,  which  was  granted  until  the  Ist  of 
March.  l^Ki.at  which  tiraeyour  petitioner  was  ordered 
to  report  himself  ti""  the  Secretary  of  War.  That  your 
potitione  left  his  troops  in  cantonments,  under  the 
commant'  of  an  officer  of  thirty-six  years'  experience  ; 
a.id  in  F:  bruary  1613,  reported  himself  by  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War^  and  solicited  orders;  and,  as  the 
failure  of  your  petitioner  to  take  Fort  George,  York, 
and  Kingston,  anti  to  winter  in  Canada,  a?  he  was  in- 
structed, had  created  some  clamor,  your  petitioner 
proposed  that  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct  should  take 
place,  which  the  Hon.  Secretary,  through  the  medium 
of  the  Adjutant  Grneral,  was  pleased  to  promise  ;  since 
which  t;me,  your  petitioner  has  not  had  the  honor  to 
hear  from  the  War  Office. 

Your  petitioner  would  further  represent,  that  he  has 
heard  that  some  members  of  your  honorable  body  arc 
of  opinion  that,  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  regulating 
the  staff  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  your 
petilioni.r  has  beicome  a  private  citizen ;  and,  with 
this  opinion,  his  own  might  perhaps  accord,  were 
it  not  inipossible  to  believe  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  ir'tates,  at  their  last  session,  could  have  inten- 
tionally committed  an  act  of  injustice. 

Your  petitioner  afFirms  thai  he  has  not  done  or 
omitted  liny  thing,  to  the  injury  of  the  nation;  that  his 
chief  if  not  his  only  error  has  consisted  in  expressing 
loo  fre<  ly  his  indignation  against  those  who  had  done 
injurii.sdr  oniittetl  to  perform  duties,  to  the  nation. 
The  mclive  which  led  at-tray,  he  conceives,  might  pro- 
cure for  this  error  forgivertess.  That  this  aifirination 
is  true,  he  believcv*  he  can  satisfy  a  committee  or  com- 
mittees »)f  jour  honorable  body  on  short  notice. 

Your  pelitionef  has  essayed  to  engage  again  in  the 
pur8uit>  of  civil  life;  but  he  finds  that,  while  the  din 
of  war  lontinues,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  give  the 
necessary  attention  to  any  peaceful  pursuit.  He  desires 
to  serve,  to  die,  if"  Heaven  wills  it,  in  the  defence  of 
his  country  ;  a  country  that  has  protected  his  infancy, 
given  him  a  family,  and  at  times  distinguished  him 
with  considerable  honors  ;  from  whose  Government  no 
act  of  wrong,  personal  tohimself,  will  force  his  esteem, 
while  it  maintains,  with  steady  perseverance,  that  coun- 
try's rifirhts. 

Your  petitiontfr  confidently  trusts  that,  in  deciding 
on  his  prayer,  you  will  be  mindful  of  the  rule  of  jus- 
tice : — "  To  othen  do,  the  law  is  not  severe,  what  to  thy- 
self thou  wishes!:  to  be  done  ;" — and  of  the  rule  of  pol- 
icy : — The  social  bo<ly  is  oppressed,  when  one  of  its 
members  is  oppricssed." 

The  prayer  of  your  petitioner  is,  that  you  will  revi*- 
the  act  organizing  the  staff  of  the  .Army  of  the  United 
States,  3nd  by  a  declaratory  act  preserve  the  rank  oi 
your  petitioner,  as  a  Brigadier  (iencral  in  the  line. 
abolishing  only  His  authority  as  Inspector  General. 
And  your  peti'ioner,  &c.  A.  S.VIYTH. 

Referred  lo  the  Secretary  of  War. 


RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  announced  his  in- 
tention to  offer  a  re.solution  to  the  House.     He 
said   that  the  information  to  be  called   for  by  at 
least  one  of  the  resolutions,  which  he  should  pres- 
ently offer,   was  of  a   nature  to    require   it  to  be 
placed  before  this  body  as  early  as  possible.    One 
subject  excepted,  perhaps  no  information  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive  was  more  importaut  to 
both  sides  of  the  House.     He  did   not.  he  said, 
mean  to  be  understood  as  intimating  that  ««orae, 
perhaps  many,  if  not  all  of  the  political  elect,  of 
those  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  Government, 
did  not  possess  a  minute  knowledge  of  what  was 
only  known  to  him  and  others  as  being  buzzed 
about   by  faint  report.     To  be  sure,  said  he,  we 
who  are  political  heretics,  and  of  course  under 
judgment  of  fiery    condemnation — we,  political 
unbelievers  in  the  true  faith,  have  no  right  lo  ex- 
pect to  be  initiated  into  the  ceremonies  and  mys- 
teries  of   Government.     But,  sir,    until   you  let 
into  our  minds  the  light  of  revelation,  1  beg  we 
may  not  be  cursed  and  condemned  for  what  we 
are  not  permitted  to  know  and  comprehend,     it 
had  been  said.  Mr.  H.  remarked,  by  an  eminent 
divine,  of  evangelical  piety  and  much  intellectual 
information,  '•  that  where  mystery  begins,  there 
true    religion  ends."     This  observation,  and    in 
quoting  it  he  meant  no  invidious  allusion  to  any 
religious  sect.  ap[)lifd  with  much  tnore  aptness 
and    force  to  political   than  to  religious  or  moral 
concerns.     With   all  the  acknowleds>ed  forecast 
and  sagacity  of  the  Chair,  .Mr.    H.  observed,  the 
Speaker  might  not.  from  what  little  he  had  per- 
haps unnecessarily  s^d  on  this  subject,  antici- 
pate the  nature  of   the  information  he  was  about 
to  move  for.     He  would  therefore  quote  from  the 
President's   Message  a   passage   which   appeared 
to  him  to  render  the  adoption  of  the  first  of  the 
resolves  he  had  before  him  perfectly  proper,  and 
indeed   nece>sary.     Mr.  H.  then   recited   the  pas- 
sage from  the  Message,  which  recommended  the 
adoption  of  legal  provisions  for  reciprocating  the 
admission   into   our   ports  of  vessels  of  friendly 
nations,  who  admit  within  their  waters  our  pub- 
lic and  private  armed  vessels.     This  part  of  the 
Message,  he  snid,  although  the  word  France,  was 
no  where  contained  in  it,  related  exclusively  to 
that  Government,   her  dependencies    and  allies. 
Now  this  part  of  the  Message  had   been  referred 
to  a  special  committee ;  and  as,  in  his  judgment, 
an  alliance  essentially  in  fact,  though  not  in  form, 
already   exists  between  our  country  and  France,, 
he   begged,  before   the  cords  which    bind    us  to- 
gether arc  drawn  closer,  that  Congress  may  be 
enabled  to  legislate  intelligently  and  with  wisdom 
on  this  subject.     At  this  day,  he  said,  after  the 
very  mortifying  disclosures  of  facts  in  respect  to 
our   relations  with  France,  it  would  not  be  dis- 
puted  here   that  many  humiliating  injuries  had 
been  heaped  by  her  Chief  on  this  country.     It 
would   not   bo  disputed   that    he    had  surprised, 
seized,  and   confiscated  millions  of  our  property 
perfidiously  drawn  within  his  grasp — to  so  great 
an  amount  as  that,  to  use  the  language  of  our 
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Minister,  its  very  magnitude  destroyed  all  hopes 
of  its  restitution.  To  say  nothing  of  the  very 
alarming  evils  which  might  ensue  the  admission 
into  our  ports  of  French  vessels  of  war  and  pri- 
vateers, it  was  certainly  proper  that  this  House, 


MassachuMtts,  Ward  of  N.  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White, 

Wilcox,   Wilson  of  Massachusetts,   Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Winter,  and  Vancey — 124. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bard,  Bradley,  Butler,  Denoyellea, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,   Forney,  Gholson,   Gla»- 


before  legislating  on  the  .subject,  should  be  ap-  ;  »«"'•  "*"•  '"Kham,  Kershaw,  LefTerts,  Newton,  Sage, 
prized  distinctly  of  the  state  of  our  relations  with  ;  Sev'er,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn.ylv  a,  Strong,  White- 
France.     The  second   resolution  he  should  offer  I  ^""' ""'^  ^"^''^ — ^; 

he  was  perfectly  content  to  let  rest  on  its  intrin-  Mr.  Eppes.  of  Virginia,  suggested  the  nropri- 
sic  merits;  holding  himself,  however,  bound  to  i  ety  of  laying  these  resolutions  on  the  table,  and 


prove,  if  the  House  should  let  turn,  all  the  mate 
rial  facts  connected  with  the  subject,  and  out  of 
which  It  had  grown.  Mr.  H.  then  read  in  his 
place  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Rf solved.  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, requested  to  communicate  lo  this  House  any  in- 
formation   in  his  possession,  and  which  may  not  be 


ordering  them  to  be  printed.  This  wish  arose, 
not  frorri  any  objection  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
information  therein  required,  but  from  a  disposi- 
tion to  examine  into  their  language  and  import, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  their  accordance  with 
that  decorum  and  sense  of  propriety  which  ought 
to  be  observed  by  all  branches  of  the  Government 


improper  to  divulge,  in  relation  to  the  omission  or  re-  j  towards  each  other  ;  and  U  was  obviously  impos- 
fusal  of  the  French  Government  to  accredit  the  .Min-  '  sible  to  judge  of  them  correctly  on  a  casual  hearing 
ister  Plenipotentiary  sent  by  the  l.'nited  Sutes  to  that  I  of  them.  He  should,  he  said,  feel  no  hesitation  in 
Court ;  or,  of  his  reception  if  accredited  ;  of  the  time  voting  for  the  object  of  the  resolutions.  On  this 
when  he  was  so  accredited;  and  of  the  progress  of  his  {  g.^  on  all  other  occasions  he  was  convinced  the 
negotiation. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  here 
by,  requested  to  cause  to   be  laid    l>efore  this   House 


any  correspondence  with,  or  communication  in  writing 
from,  tlie  late  .Minister  of  France,  resident  at  Wash- 
ington, on  or  about  the  I4th  of  June,  180U,  or  subse- 
quently with  his  successor,  M.  Serrurier,  prescribing  or 
declaring  the   terms  and  conditions  upon  which  their 


Government  would  not  shrink  from  a  full  exana- 
ination  of  its  conduct  in  relation  to  our  foreign 
concerns.  It  possessed  no  secrets  with  the  peo- 
ple, except  so  far  as  temporary  secrecy  on  partic- 
ular points  might  be  demanded  by  the  general 
good.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  resolutions;  but  he  believed,  he  said, 


Sovereign  would  consent  to  treat  of  amity  and  com-  ^  ^^''^  *'""  the  last  session  of  Congress  no  corre- 
merce  with  the  United  Sutes,  if  any  such  correspon-  ,  ''pondence  ol  an  unfriendly  character  had  passed 
dence  or  dommunication  be  in  the  possession  of  the  ,  between  the  Resident  Minister  from  France  and 
Executive;  and,  if  none  such  be  in  the  possession  of  our  Government,  nor  had  any  correspondence 
the  Executive,  that  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  !  during  that  period  been  withdrawn  from  the  De- 
requested  to  inform  this  House,  unless  the  public  in-  '  partmeniof  State.  As  to  the  first  resolve,  Mr.  E. 
terest  forbid  such  disclosure,  whether  there  has  not  said,  our  Minister  to  France  had  been  as  tar  re- 
been  such  a  correspondence  or  communication,  which  ceived  and  accredited  as  possible  in  the  absence 
was  withdrawn  from   the  archives  of  the  Department    of  the  Executive  of  France  from  the  seat  of  Got- 


of  State,  and,  if  so,  when  and  how  the  same  was  so 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  consideration  ; 
when  It  appeared  there  were; — for  consideration 
124,  against  it  21,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  .\lexander,  Alston,  .\rcher,  Avery, 
Barnett,  Baylies  of  Mas.sachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Brail,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brecken- 
ndge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Champion, 


ernment.  The  constituted  authorities  of  the 
nation  had  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  man  who  holds  so  honorable  and 
high  a  rank  among  his  countrymen;  and  no  cir- 
cumstance had  arisen  to  authorize  the  suspicion 
that  our  Minister  in  France  would  not  be  treated 
with  the  respect  due  to  the  representative  of  a 
friendly  Power.  Mr.  E.  concluded  by  moving 
that  the  resolves  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 
Mr.  Hanson  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 


Chappell,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comslock,    course   proposed   to  be  given  to  his  motion.     He 

Cox,  Creighten,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis     would   merely  state,  in  addition  to  the  observa-, 

of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,    ijons   he  had   had    the   honor  to  make,  that   hit 


Evans,  Farrow,  Fwk  of  Vermont,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gaston,  GedJes,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Grundy, 
Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hufty, 
Humphreys,  Hungerlord,  IngersoU,  Irwin,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kerr,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Law,  Lovctt,  Lownues,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell, 
McCoy,  McLean,  Miller,  MofTitt,  .Montgomery,  Mose- 
ley,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pick 


object  in  submitting  the  first  resolution  was  to 
ascertain  distinctly  from  the  Executive  the  pre- 
cise stale  of  our  relations  with  France.  To  his 
mind,  it  appeared  that  an  almost  impenetrable 
veil  had  covered  these  relations.  He  wished  that 
the  veil  might  be  rent,  and  their  precise  state  ex- 
hibited to  the  public  eye.  It  was  proper  for  him 
to  say,  in  addition,  that  if  the  second  resolution 


ering.  Pickens.  Piper,  Pitkin,  PleasanU,  Post,  Potter,  ^'^^^^^  ^^  adopted,  and  the  House  should  afford 
John  Reed,  William  Keed,  Hea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  '  ^'m  an  opportunity,  by  a  fair  and  liberal  exer- 
of  Tennessee.  Rich,  Ringgold,  RoberU,  Robertson,  I  ""0  o'  "''  Constitutional  authority,  he  should  be 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sevbcrt,  Sharp,  ShefTey,  Sher-  I  able  to  establish  the  fact  that  a  letter  of  a  most  in- 
wood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  N.  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  \  solent  nature  had  been  addressed  by  the  French 
SUnford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Slurges,  Tallmadge,  Tay-  !  Minister  lo  this  Government,  reflecting  on  the 
lor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  |  honor,  independence,  and  sovereignty,  of  the  na- 
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ion.  requiring  ot  the  Government,  before  any 
teps  were  taken  uvwards  the  formation  of  a  Treaty 
if  Amit)  and  Commerce,  ihat  we  should  make 

{kcrificfs  of  the  n;io>t  dishonorable  nature — that 
re  should  accede  to  a  most  oppressive  system  of 
loiicy,  for  the  purpose  of  conciliating  the  favor  of 
be  Freivch  tyrant.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  be 
jl.ble.  he  {lioughf.  Jo  establi>h,  to  the  satisfaction 
\(  the  House,  thai,  in  consequence  of  the  recep- 
ion  of  that  letterj  which  had  been  translated  for 
hf  perusal  of  the'.Secretary  of  Siaie.  and  by  him 
aid  befure  the  President,  a  message  had  been  sent 
0  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  then 
esidence  of  the  French  Minister.  reque>ting  him 
take  hack  that  Jelter,  which  he  most  peremp- 
torily refused  to  do.  He  should  he  able  to  prove, 
hat  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  applica- 
oii,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trfa>ury  (now  one  of 
ur  Envi»ys  to  thtj  Court  of  St.  Petersburg)  went 
a  Baltin\ore.  and  in  person  solicited  the  French 
Imister  lo  take  back  that  letter,  which  he  de- 
lined  lodo.  He.  should  be  able  to  prove,  if  he 
ad  not  been  most  gro>sly  deceived  and  imposed 
ipon,  that  the  Secretary  of  Slate  had  addressed 

{letter  lo  Monsieur  Turreau,  inviting  him  to  the 
eat  of  Guvcrnment.  which  invitation  he  declined 
jCi^epung  ;  that  the  Secretary  of  Legation.  M.  De 
yabre,  b^ing  on  a  visit  to  Washington,  was  ap- 
(lied  to  to  withdraw  that  letter,  which  he  declined 
loing,  saying  thai  it  had  been  duly  enrolled  in 
he  archives  of  St.ite.  and  transmitted  to  his  mas- 
er.     At  ihat  period,  it  would  no  doubt  be  recol- 
ected,  a  Minister  from  Great  Britain,  charged 
awith  an  important  nefjoliation,  was  on  his  way 
yiu  this  country,  aikd  that  with  him  a  controversy 
^rosewh(ch  terminated  in  the  abrupt  dismissal  of 
^hat  Miriisler.      The  point  which  he  should  be 
Jible  to  prove,  and  for  which  Mr.  H.said  he  wanted 
ihat  lettej-  before  the  House,  wa^.  that  that  letter 
pemametl  on  the  files  uf  the  Office  of  State,  and 
*as  nevt/  wuhdra;wn  till  the  British  Minister  was 
ilismisseit.     These  were  the  facts  which  he  was 
nuthoriz-'d  to  say  ihere  was  the  best  possible  rea- 
son for  tvlieving  could  be  proved.     If,  then,  the 
!»entleraaia    from  iVirginia    had  no   objection  to 
TaSord  art  opportunity  for  scrutiny  into  the  con- 
iduct  of  t3e  Government — if  there  was  nothing  in 
<its  condtict  he  wished  to  screen  from  examina- 
ion — he  would  h.ive  no  difficulty  in  assenting  to 
hese  resolutions,  and  letting  them  go  to  the  Ex- 
jculive.     If  it  wa<;  untrue  that  any  such  letter  had 
een  received,  let' the  nation  know  it.     If  true,  a 
ery  diflerent  impression  would  be  utade  on  the 
iiinds  oi'  the  peojje.  than  the  conduct  of  the  Gov- 
ijriiraent  appeared  to  iiave  made  on  that  of  the 
entleman  Ironj  yirgiiiia. 
Mr.  E?PE3  said  he  had  thought,  from  his  indis- 
iDc:  hearing  of  its  reading,  that  the  second  reso- 
uiion  ejibraced   a  correspondence  supposed   to 
have  taken  place  with  the  French  Minister  since 
the  adjournment  of  Congress.     With  respect  to 
Turreau's  letter,  about  which  he  liad  seen  a  great 
deal  10  the  pubUc  prints,  whether  such  a  letter 
had  been  written,  he  did  not  undertake  to  say. 
That  no  such  putlic  letter  now  was  or  ever  had 
-been  on  the  files  pf  the  Department  of  State,  he 


knew  to  be  a  fact.  If  such  a  letter  had  been  ad- 
dressed lo  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  while  Secretary  of 
State,  it  was  an  insult  to  him  as  an  individual, and 
not  to  the  Government.  Mr.  Robert  Smith  was 
considered  as  a  man  of  honor;  and,  when 

[Mr.  Eppts  had  proceeded  thus  far,  when  the 
debate  was  checked  by  the  Speaker,  as  being  irre- 
gular on  a  motion  for  postponement,  and  Mr.  E. 
was  not  permitted  to  conclude  his  remarks.] 

The  motion  for  laying  the  resolutions  on  the 
table  was  agreed  to. 


WED>fE8DAY,  Decembcf  29. 

Four  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. Willia.m  Hall,  and  Daniel  Webster; 
and  from  Massachusetts.  Sa.mcel  Davis,  and 
Abiel  Wood,  severally  appeared  and  took  their 
seats. 

Mr.  Pickering  presented  the  petition  of  See- 
comb  and  Williams,  and  John  Hunt,  Jr..  li^anu- 
facturers  of  Roman  vitriol,  oil  of  vitriol,  aqua- 
fortis, spirits  of  salts,  dice,  praying  that  additional 
duties  may  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  said 
articles. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

.Mr.  Pickering  also  presented  a  petition  of 
Joseph  Barker,  William  Orne,  Charles  H.  Orne, 
and  Stephen  Philips,  merchants,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  stating  that  their  respective  ve.^- 
sels  having  taken  in  cargoes  at  St.  Petersburg,  in 
Russia,  were  proceeding  on  their  voyages  lo  the 
United  Slates,  and  that,  whilst  at  anchor  in  a 
neutral  port,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Sweden,  they  were  forcibly  seized  by 
a  British  ship  of  war.  and  have  been  condemned 
as  lawful  prize;  and  praying  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will  demand  compen- 
sation for  their  losses  and  injuries,  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Sweden. — Referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Rhode  Island,  presented  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Farmer  of  Rhode  Island, 
principal  owner  of  a  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
captured  by  an  armed  vessel  uf  the  United  States 
on  lis  way  to  an  American  port,  and  condemned 
under  the  non-imporlation  law,  praying  relief. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  aud 
.Manufactures. 

Mr.  MiLi.EH,  of  New  York,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Michael  Hogan,  of  Utica,  New  York, 
praying  compensation  lor  injury  sustained  by  the 
forcible  occupation  by  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  of  a  house  belonging 
to  him,  aod  used  by  them  as  a  barrack  for  the 
troops. —  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FiNDLEV  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Campbell,  praying  :o  be  exonerated  from  a  judg- 
ment obtained  against  him  for  a  ^um  of  money 
placed  in  his  hands  in  1792  for  the  payment  of 
militia  engaged  m  the  Indian  war. —  Referred  lo 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  the  petition  of  Hugh 
Ferguson,  praying  payment  for  a  Revolutionary 
claim;  aud  of  Maria  Horner,  praying  compen- 
sation for  services  rendered  by  her  deceased  bus- 
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band  in  the  present  war. —  Referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  I.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Bartholo- 
mew Renguenet.  relating  to  certain  exemptions 
the  peltiioner  is  desirous  to  obtain  from  the  pay- 
tsent  o:'  duties  on  certain  importations  of  Spanish 
cloths. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  together  with  a  petition  of  Stephen  Sin- 
gleton, of  the  same  nature,  also  presented  by  Mr. 
Ingersoll. 

Mr.  King,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Slate  of 
North  Carolina,  praying  the  aid  and  patronage 
of  the  General  Government,  in  opening  an  in- 
land navigation,  which  shall  connect  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake  bay  with  those  of  St.  Mary's 
river,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. —  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  commit- 
ted the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
Stales,  for  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 

Tlie  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  praying  tiiat 
the  Militia  of  said  Territory,  who  have  been  into 
actual  service  to  defend  it  against  the  incursions 
of  the  Indians,  may  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States. —  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  a  revision  of  the  Militia  System. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baylies  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  justly 
due  to  the  masters,  commanders,  or  owners  of 
vessels  for  transporting  to  the  United  Stales, 
from  foreign  ports,  any  desiitute  or  distressed 
American  seamen,  under  contracts  made  with 
said  masters  or  commanders  by  any  consul,  vice- 
consul,  or  commercial  agenl  ol  the  United  Slates, 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  McKee.  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  farther  time  to  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands  to  complete  iheir  pay- 
ments ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  raotioa  of  Mr.  Lovett,  the  resolutions 
moved  by  him  some  days  ago  ^calling  for  infor- 
mation in  respect  to  recent  relaliaiory  measure^) 
were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  made   the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

MISSOURI  TERRITORY. 
•     The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  appointing  an  additional 
judge  in  the  Missouri  Territory. 

In  the  course  of  the  sitii'ig.  Mr.  Hempstead,  of 
Missouri, explained  ihecircumstancesunder  which 
he  had  been  instructed  by  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
souri lo  move  this  measure.  The  selllement  of  Ar- 
kansas, for  which  an  additional  judge  was  asked, 
was  situated,  ne  said,  at  the  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  New  Madrid,  where  ihe  courts 
are  now  held,  and,  since  the  late  earthquakes,  the 
joad  had  become  so  nearly  impassable,   that  a 


circuit  of  three  hundred  miles  was  required  to 
pass  from  one  place  to  the  other.  So  great  a  dis- 
tance from  the  seat  of  justice  obviously  consti- 
tuted, in  matters  of  small  amount,  a  denial  of  jus- 
tice, and  required  the  remedy  now  proposed,  dtc. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

DEPREDATIONS  BY  SOLDIERY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  unfavorable  lo  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Indiana  Territory,  who  pray 
compensation  for  damage  sustained  in  their  prop- 
erty by  depredations  of  a  detachment  of  the  vol- 
unteer militia. 

This  report  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Jennings  and 
Mr.  Wright,  on  the  ground  of  injustice  ;  because, 
for  every  wrong  there  must  be  a  remedy,  and  the 
Government  alone  could  afford  the  remedy.    The 
report  was  supported  by  Mr.  Archer,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  former  decisions  on  similar  cases,  and  oq 
the  general   principle  that  the  Government  was 
not    responsible  for  acts  which    were   not  done 
under   its  authority,  as  was  the  case  now  under 
consideration,  the  injury  having  been  done  in  de- 
6ance  of  the  exertions  of  the  officers  commanding 
the  corps. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grcndy,  the  Committee  rose 
without  coming  to  a  decision,  reported  progress 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Pickering,  of  Nlassachusetts.  then  observed 
that  the  discussion  which  had  just  taken  place 
appeared  to  him  to  render  it  a  proper  subject  of 
intjuiry,  whether  some  provision  could  not  be 
made  which  should  g;iard  against  difficulty  in 
such  cases  in  future ;  with  which  view  he  moved 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  and 
they  are  hereby  instructeJ  to  consider  what  measures 
are  practicable  and  proper  for  preventing  injuries  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  their  persons  or 
property  by  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  enable  the  sufferers  to  obtain  indemnification  for 
such  injuries ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  bj 
bill  or  otherwise.  * 

Mr.  P.  said  that  it  was  seldom  an  armed  force 
was  detached,  without  an  officer  to  command 
them.  It  was  in  all  cases  the  duty  of  the  officer 
to  restrain  them  from  committing  injury  ;  and  if 
he  did  not  use  every  exertion  to  restrain  them, 
he  was  responsible.  If  all  his  exertions  were  in- 
effectual, it  ought  to  be  made,  if  it  was  not,  his 
duty  to  bring  the  offenders  to  condign  punish- 
ment. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Pickerinq 
varied  his  motion  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Gholson  said  he  could  not  see  any  benefit 
which  could  result  from  this  motion  though  its 
adoption  might  do  harm  by  leaving  the  inference 
that  many  such  injuries  had  been  committed.  If 
they  had,  the  sufferers  would  not  have  failed  to 
make  their  grievances  known.  It  was  lime  enough 
to  legislate  a  remedy  when  the  evil  was  known 
to  exist.     Unless  therefore  it  should  appear  that 
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kjch  iojueies  were  habitually  committed,  he  should 
opposfll  to  this  resolve. 

Mr.  Pickering  observed  that  there  could  be  no 
loubt  of  *uch  cases   having  existed  ;  in  proof  ol 
rhich  he  quoted  ttie  short  debate  which  had  just 
^ken   piaoe   in   Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
j]e  several   petitions  on  the  subject  already  re- 
ferred at  thf  present  session. 
Mr.  VVkight,  of  Maryland,  made  a  fewobserva- 
)ns,  not  iieard  by  the  reporter,  in  favor  of  afford- 
jg  relief  in  such  causes. 

Mr.  Ghdndy,  of  Tennessee,  suggested  the  pro- 
l  lety  of  a  reference  of  this  subject  to  the  Military 
fommitite,  as  best  qualified  properly  to  examine 

Mr.  Pit  KEHiNG  consented  so  to  vary  his  motion 
\  to  refer  it  to  iha»  committee  ;  and 

(The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority. 
CHE8APE.\KE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 
Tne  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
e  Wholje.  on  jhe  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
the  Tieasury  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the 
>inited  Siates,  to  a  certain  number  of  shares  in 
fte  <tock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
•orapany. 

A  debate  arose  on  an  amendment  proposed  to 
\  ie  first  section  of  the  bill  by  Mr.  Stockto.n  of  New 
■Tsey,  in  the  following  words  (after  the  amount 
f  $150,000,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Government 
M  the  stock) — 'and  a  like  sum  to  the  capital 
'  .lock  of  <i  company  formed,  in  virtue  of  an  act 
''  )(  the  l^egislature  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  pur- 
''  j)ose  of  making  a  «anal  between  the  tide  waters 
■4)fiberi7er  Delaware  and  the  Rariton  in  the 
•x->tate  of  New  Jersey." 
Mr.  Stockton  supported,  and  Messrs.  Inger- 
LL^  Wright  and  Clay  (Speaker)  opposed  this 
otion. 

No  objection  wa*;  avowed  to  the  object  of  the 

II,  or  thi^  aracndn)ent;  but  it  was  contended  by 

e  opponents  of  tl  e  latter  that  it  would  have  a 

tendency  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  bill,  by  bur- 

ening  it  with  maitter  foreign  to  its  immediate 

^ject. 

1  After  consideratje  discussion,   the  Committee 
Tse,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
jam. 

Thdrsoat,  December  30. 
The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pres- 
;ent.  Managers,   and   Company,  for  erecting  a 
idgeovtr  the  river  Susquehannah,  in  thecouoty 
Lancaster,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  or 
Car  the  town  of  Columbia,  praying  an  exemp- 
Sjn  from  the  operation  of  the  law  taxing  bank 
Jtes.  having  inve!|ted  a  large  proportion  of  their 
^pital  stock  in  a  biaiiking  institution.— Referred 
P  the  Committee  nf  Ways  and  Means. 
i  An  eni^rossed  bjU  for  the  appointment  of  an 
•iditionaf  Judge  for  the  Missouri  Territory,  and 
f  r  other  purposes.,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
•asyed. 
Resoltixl,  That  ihe  Committee  on  that  part  of 
e  Presulenl's  M«.ssage  which  relates  to  a  revi- 
on  of  the  militia  'aysiem,  be  instructed  to  inquire 

i 
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into  the  justice  and  expediency  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation by  law  for  the  payment  of  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
ordered  into  service  by  the  Executive  of  the  said 
State,  for  the  purpose  of  repeltiog  a  hostile  incur- 
sion ol  the  Creek  Indians,  and  guarding  and  pro- 
tecting the  frontiers,  which  detachment  was  com- 
manded by  Brigadier  General  Thomas  Johnson, 
and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

NON-IMPORTATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual 
enforcing  of  the  non-importation  laws,  by  forbid- 
ding the  courts  to  deliver  to  the  claimants,  pend- 
ing the  trial,  merchandise  or  other  articles  seized 
under  the  same  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  13  as  follows: 

A  bill  for  the  more  effectual  enforcing  of  the  non-im- 
fiortation  laws,  by  forbidding  the  courts  to  deliver  to 
the  claimants,  pending  the  trial,  merchandise  or 
other  articles  seized  under  the  same. 
Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  whenever  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  shall  have  been  seized,  for  a  violation 
of  any  law  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  is  now 
or  may  hereafter  be  pasned  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  the  same,  or  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  carriage,  or 
other  vehicle,  which  :ihall  have  been  libelled  before  any 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction  for  the  trial  of  the 
8amt:,it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  court  to  order 
or  direct  that  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
ship,  veMcl,  boat,  raft,  carriage,  or  vehicle,  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  claimant  or  person  pretending  to  have  a 
right  to  the  same,  upon  executing  a  bond  for  the  value 
thereof,  or  in  any  other  way  or  manner,  until  the  ques- 
tion of  the  forfeiture  of  the  said  articles  shall  have  been 
duly  examined  and  tried  before  the  said  court,  and  un- 
less the  said  court  shall  adjudge  that  the  said  articles 
are  not  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  shall  order  and  decree 
the  same  to  be  restored.  But  the  said  articles  seized  and 
libelled  as  aforesaid  shall  be  and  remain  in  the  custody 
and  safe-keeping  of  the  collector  of  the  customs  by 
whom  the  seizure  shall  have  been  made,  as  the  court 
may  direct,  until  a  decree  of  condemnation  or  restora- 
tion shall  have  been  duly  made  and  pronounced  :  Pro- 
vided nevertheless.  That  in  case  any  articles  seized  and 
libelled  as  aforesaid  shall  t>e  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court  to  be  in  a  perishing  condition,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  court  to  order  and  direct  that  the 
same  be  sold  by  the  marshal  or  other  proper  officer  of 
the  court,  due  notice  of  such  sale  being  previously 
given,  at  public  auction,  to  the  highest  or  best  bidder; 
and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  and  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  marshal  or  such  ofBcer  as  the  court 
shall  direct,  until  the  final  decree  in  the  case  shall  be 
pronounced,  and  shall  then  be  paid  over  by  the  said ' 
marshal  or  other  officer  in  conformity  with  the  said 
decree. 

KANSO.MING  OF  VESSELS,  Ac. 

Mr.  Calholn  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  ransom- 
ing of  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
ttie  goods  or  merchandise  on  board  the  same, 
captured  by  the  enemies  thereof  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tb& 
Whole.     The  bill  IS  as  follows: 


December,  1813. 


Chesapeake  and  Delatoare  Canal. 


H.  or  R. 


^ 


A  bill  to  prohibit  the  ransoming  of  ships  or  veMcIs  of 

the  United  States,  and  the  goods  and  merchandise 
on  board  the  same,  captured  by  the  enemies  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted,  4t.,  That,  from  and  after  the day 

of next,  it   shall  not  be  lawful    for  the   owner  or 

master  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  owner  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  on  board  the  same,  or  for  any 
person  in  their  behalf,  or  in  any  manner,  to  ransom  or 
enter  into  any  contract  or  agreement  for  ransoming 
any  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
on  board  the  same,  which  shall  have  been  captured  by 
the  ships,  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  State  or  country 
at  war  with  the  United  States. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  contracts 
and  agreements  which  shall  be  entered  into,  and  all  bills, 
notes,  and  other  securities  or  obhgalions,  which  shall 
be  given  by  any  person  or  persons  for  ransom  of  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
chandise,  on  board  the  same,  contrary  to  thix  act,  shall 
be  wholly  void  in  law  and  of  no  effect  whatever. 

Sic  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted-,  That  if  any  per- 
son shall,  after  the  said day  of next,  ransom, 

or  enter  into  any  contract  or  agreement  for  ransoming 
any  ship  or  vessel  captured  as  aforesaid,  or  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise  on  board  the  same,  such  person 
so  offending  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  nor  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars,  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
or  by  indictment  or  information  before  any  court  hav- 
ing competent  jurisdiction. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingerholl,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  House,  by  a  vote  of  70  to  60,  again  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  ihe  bill 
authorizing  a  sub>cription  tu  the  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company — The 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Stockton,  for  in- 
corporating in  the  bill  a  like  provision  in  relation 
to  the  canal  between  the  Ranton  and  Delaware, 
still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Stockton  insisted  on  his  amendment, 
which  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Taylor  of 
New  York,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ingersoll, 
Wright,  and  P'arrow. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  the  location  of  these  canals  in  reference  to 
a  connected  chain  of  inland  communication  from 
North  to  South,  and  intimated  a  desire  lor  further 
information  relative  to  the  same.  He  was  not 
opposed  to  the  object  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stockton  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
He  grounded  his  motion  on  an  allegation,  that  if 
lime  were  allowed,  he  should  be  able  to  produce 
information  in  relation  to  the  merits  of  the  pro- 
posed canal  lu  New  Jersey,  that  would  be  entirely 
satisfactory. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Bigelow, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Ingersoll. 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  81. 

On  sugrjestion  of  Mr.  Macon,  with  the  consent 
of  Mr.  Stockton  and  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the  further 
consideration  ot  the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  week. 

And  uu  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Fbidat,  December  31. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies;  and  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations  dis- 
counted by  banks,  bankers, and  certain  companies; 
and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  to  compensate  Michael  Hogan  for 
the  occupation  of,  and  damages  done  to,  his  bouse, 
by  a  detachment  of  the  United  Stales'  troops; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

A  Message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  joint  "resolution 
relative  to  the  brilliant  achievement  of  Lieuten- 
ants Burrows  and  McCall ;"  also,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
the  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry  acting 
as  such,  on  board  of  his  squadron  ;"  in  which  re- 
solutions the  Senate  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  first  mentioned  joint  resolution  was  read 
twice,  and  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  last  mentioned  joint  resolution  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, respecting  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crouch,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alteration  or  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  be  made  by  law.  in  the  acts 
relative  to  establishing  the  compensations  of  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  in  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  granting  to  Moses  Hook  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  tiie  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

CLAIM  FOR  HORSES,  &c. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Kenzie  and  For- 
sythe.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioners  were  traders  at  Chicago  at  the 
time  of  its  evacuation  by  the  American  forces,  and 
were  in  possession  of  a  quantity  of  gunpowder  and 
whiskey,  which  they  had  brought  there  for  the  purpose 
of  selling.  As  the  longer  {>osscssion  of  that  post, 
daily  surrounded  with  hostile  Indians,  became  danger- 
ous, the  commanding  officer  resolved  to  evacuate  the 
fort,  and  to  destroy  the  public  property ;  and,  as  the 
Indians  were  expected  to  take  immediate  possession 
of  the  place,  Major  Heald  advised  the  petitioners  to 
permit  their  property  to  be  also  destroyed,  in  order  to 
prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy  ; 
which  was  accordingly  done.     The  fort  vras  evacua- 


^19 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


820 


821 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


822 


L  OP  R. 


Conduct  of  the  War. 


Decembeb,  1813. 


Jandary,  1814. 


Conduct  of  the   fVar. 


H.  or  R. 


ed.  and  ?aken  post^Fsion  of  by  the  Indiani  immedi- 

\tely.     li'  order  to  Asaiat  the  party  to  make  their  es- 

ape,  a  number  of  horses  and  mules  were  furnished 

y  the  p'litioners,  jwhich  were  captured   about  two 

ailes  frorj  the  fort. 

i'   For  thf  destruction  of  the  whiskey  and  gunpowder, 

,ml  for  tl'ie  loss  of  the   horse*  and  mules,  the  peti- 

lOMers  cl:«im  compensation. 

'I'he  committee  believe  that  the  horses  and  mules 

hould  be  paid  for  by  the  tJovernment,  ina.imuch  as 

txef  wen    in   the  service   of  the  United  8tates,  and 

jer^e  captured  by  the  enemy  ;  and   have  reported  to 

lie  House  a  bill,  which,  if  passed,  will  extend  relief 

i>  ihem.     But  they  cannot  conceive  that   the   peti- 

or.ers  can  have  any  claim  for  a  compensation  on  ac- 

)unt  of  the  destruction  of  their  property,  because  it 

»ad  been  brought  by.  the  petitioners,  who  were  traders, 

♦)   that   place,  for  purposes   of  speculation.     Nor  do 

Vietr  pretensions  to  remuneration  appear  to  receive 

W\y  stren(;th  from  tl;e  circumstance  of  the  destruction 

f  this  property  by  nn  officer  of  the  Government,  be- 

i^use  it  would  otherSvise  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
ye   Indians,  where   it  would  have   been  lost  to   the 
[aimants.     They  acc'ordingly  ask  leave  to  propose  the 
i#llowing    ^solution  ; 

J  Ketoltec^.,  That  th«  petition  of  Kenzie  and  Forsythe, 

§•  far  as  it  prays  for  compensation  for  their  gunpow- 

fr  snd  whiskey,  detUroyed  as  aforesaid,  ought  not  to 

!■  granted. 

Tlie  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Vbole  iomorroir< 
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CONDUCT  OF  THE  W.\R. 

Mr.  Bi.ADLEY,  of  Vermont,  said  it  was  well 
oown,  tfiat  late  it)  the  last  session  of  Congress 
c>  had  otfered  a  re,soluiion  for  inquiring  into  the 
tu-es  of  the  disas:ers  on  our  frontier,  which  had 
ot'received  the  a|iprobation  of  the  House.    The 
ojiclions  to  the  course  which  he  then  proposed 
1   pursu?  appeared  now  to   have  lost  much  of 
leir    force,    whilst    the   reasons   which    recom- 
mended ns  adoption  had  daily  gathered  strength, 
te  now  ngain  prouosed   to  offer  a  like  resolution 
the  House,  unuer   the  persuasion   that  under 
y  circum.<;tances  it  was  necessary.     It  a  change 
eie  eveii  likely  t(j  take  place  in  the  stale  of  our 
e>ent  n-lations  to  foreign  Powers,  justice  to  the 
riies  cpncerned   required  the  adoption  ot  the 
olion.   {If  the  war  continued,  the  inquiry  was 
jubly  n^^cessary,   that   it  might  be  made  more 
.lifficient  for   the   Allure.     Mr.  B.  said   he  would 
n  anu(;ipate  any  objections  to  his  resolution, 
t  wouhl  content  himself  with  observing,  that 
was  founded  in  a  sense  of  justice  to  the  Execu- 
te, and'  not  inconsistent  witii  ihai  confidence 
stiy  dur  to  it.     He  had  adopted  a  phraseology, 
0.  whic^i   he  believed  would  remove  many  of 
%  je  objections  urgtid  to  it  at  the  last  session.    Un- 
<  r-r  these  impressions  he  proposed  the  following 
;soluliori  : 

Rtiolvttl,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
n-quested  to  caus<  to  be  laid  before  this  House  any 
formation  in  his  possession,  not  improper  to  be 
mmunicfited,  whicb  may  tend  to  illustrate  the  causes 
the  faili^re  of  the  )irms  of  the  United  dtates  on  the 
onhern  frontier.     ■ 

Mr.  M;,LLER,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  hope 
la'  the  ijeDtlemari  from  Vermont  would  permit 


bis  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table  for  a  day  or 
two — not  that  he  was  opposed  to  it,  for  he  was 
zealously  favorable  to  its  object,  but  becau<re  he 
wished  to  move  some  amendments  to  the  resolu- 
tion, which  would  require  more  time  than  would 
be  now  afforded  for  reflection  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bradley  declined  assenting  to  a  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  submitted  to  the 
mover,  whether  the  fact  was,  as  stated,  that  our 
army  have  failed?  Such  was  not  his  impres- 
sion. 

Mr.  Mlrfree,  of  North  Carolina,  required  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Troip,  of  Georgia,  said  that  if  an  inqoiry 
of  this  sort  was  expedient  at  all,  the  shape  of  the 
proposition  was  perhaps  as  little  exceptionable  as 
could  have  been  given  to  it.  But  a  military  in- 
quiry, under  any  circumstances,  was  a  matter  of 
so  much  delicacy,  that  it  ought  to  be  well 
weighed  and  entered  into  with  much  cautioa 
and  circumspection.  This  arose  from  the  nature 
of  such  inquiries.  Secrecy  was  the  soul  of  mili- 
tary operations.  Their  details  ought  to  be  known 
to  those  concerned  only  ;  for.  if  imparted  toothers. 

ferchance  they  might  find  their  way  to  the  enemy, 
t  was  very  well  known  that  military  investiga- 
tions frequently  took  place  in  the  British  House 
of  Commons  ;  but  the  invariable  object  of  them 
was  to  turn  out  the  Ministry.  Such  an  inquiry, 
however,  rarely  was  instituted  even  there;  and 
whenever  successfully  urged,  it  had  invariably 
been  when  the  object  of  an  expedition  or  cam- 
paign had  been  abandoned.  Mr.  T.  said  he  should 
have  liked  to  have  heard  from  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  something  like  argument;  that  much 
more  of  advantage  would  result  from  the  adop- 
tion, than  of  evil  that  might  ensue  from  it.  Sup- 
pose any  possible  result  of  the  inquiry — suppose, 
for  instance,  that  by  the  communication,  in  an- 
swer to  this  resolution,  it  should  be  shown  that 
General  Wilkinson  had  been  prevented  by  bad 
weather  from  commencing  his  operations  in 
due  season  ;  that,  when  he  reached  St.  Regis, 
General  Wilkinson,  without  forming  a  junction 
with  General  Hampton,  had  proceeded  on  Mon- 
treal; or  that,  even  having  formed  such  a  junc- 
tion, it  would  have  been  unmilitary  for  him  to 
proceed  onwards  ;  suppose  it  should  turn  out  that 
there  had  been  the  be>t  military  conduct  possible 
on  the  part  of  all  our  Generals  ;  or.  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  campaign  failed  to  be  accomplished 
in  consequence  of  the  misconduct  of  either  of 
them,  or  was  the  result  of  cowardice  or  treason  ; 
suppose  any  re;^ult,  probable  or  improbable,  and 
where  is  the  Constitutional  remedy  ?  How  would 
the  gentleman  lay  his  hand  on  the  delinquent  ? 
An  investigation,  it  appeared  to  liim.  could  not 
properly  be  made  by  a  tribunal  which  had  not 
tlie  power  to  apply  the  remedy.  The  investiga- 
tion, as  well  as  the  remedy,  rightfully  belonged 
to  another  department  of  the  Government.  Mar- 
tial law  was  the  only  proper  corrective  to  be  ap- 
plied to  misconduct  of  military  men.  Not,  Mr. 
T.  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  every  species  of 
military  inquiry.     Far  from  it.     There  were  cer- 


tain species  of  such  inquiry  which  it  might  be 
perfectly  proper  to  institute.  For  the  purpose 
of  new  modeling  an  army,  abolishing  certain  de- 
scriptions of  force  or  grades  of  office,  such  inqui- 
ries might  be  necessary.  But,  said  he,  for  the 
purpose  of  reaching  any  particular  military  com- 
mander, who  is  supposed  to  have  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  the  remedy  is  not  yours  ; 
it  belongs  to  the  Executive.  Not  having  ihe  rem- 
edy in  our  hands,  ihe  inquiry  cannot  be  productive 
of  any  advantage  to  the  public  concerns.  But  with 
respect  to  some  evils  which  may  result,  Mr.  T. 
said  he  would  add  a  few  words.  What  descrip- 
tion of  evidence  would  be  necessary  lo  the  intel- 
ligent prosecution  of  such  an  inquiry  ?  Nothing 
short,  certainly,  of  the  plan  of  ihe  campaign,  the 
correspondence  between  the  General,  and  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Generals  with  each  other,  &c. 
Mr.  T.  dwelt  on  the  evils  which  would  result 
from  exposing  to  the  enemy  a  plan  of  the  cam- 
paign, &.C.  Unfortunaie  as  the  termination  of 
this  campaign  might  have  been,  it  would  become 
more  so  by  exposing  to  the  enemy  the  official  de- 
tails of  its  plans  and  progress.  Wherever  we 
had  experienced  during  the  war  any  thing  of  dis- 
aster or  defeat,  it  was  attributable  lo  our  igno- 
rance of  ihe  force  of  the  enemy.  It  was  there- 
fore obviously  important  to  us  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  enemy  in  this  respect,  and  keep  him 
as  much  as  possible  in  ignorance  of  our  military 
operations.  He  may  occasionally  derive  infor- 
mation from  a  traitor  or  deserter ;  but  informa- 
tion so  acquired  bore  no  comparison  lo  the  in- 
jury which  would  result  from  affording  the  enemy 
official  information  on  these  matters;  and  such 
official  information,  he  presumed,  would  alone 
satisfy  the  object  of  the  gentleman'*  motion.  He 
hoped  therefore  it  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Bradley  said,  if  he  could  suppose  that  by 
the  adoption  of  his  resolve,  the  House  would  in 
any  way  afford  aid  to  the  enemy,  however  grati- 
fying Us  passage  might  be  to  him  personally,  he 
would  most  willingly  abandon  it.  But,  if  the 
gentleman  had  attended  to  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution, he  would  have  seen  that  the  information 
to  be  communicated  was  lefi  discretionary  with 
the  President ;  and  he  was  a  competent  judge  of 
what  could  properly  be  communicated.  He  asked 
not  for  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  but  for  those 
causes  of  its  failure  which  it  was  not  improper 
for  the  country  lo  know.  Neither  was  itliis  ob- 
ject, Mr.  B.  said,  to  call  m  question  the  saga- 
city or  conduct  of  the  Department  of  War;  nor 
lo  take  any  part  in  the  differences  supposed  to 
exist  between  the  officers  of  the  Army,  or  lo  im- 
pute any  want  of  generalship  lo  either  of  them. 
His  object  was  lo  ascertain  why  all  the  move- 
ments of  our  army  had  been  so  inoperative,  and 
had  disappointed  the  expectations  entertained  by 
all  men — the  reasonableness  of  wnich  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  Message  seemed  to  have  recognised. 
It  ought  not  to  be  supposed,  because  this  or  that 
General  did  not  move  in  a  particular  direction, 
that  this  state  of  things  exists.  The  causes  ought 
to  be  ascertained,  and  made  known  to  the  House, 
to  enable  them,  if  within  their  province,  to  pro- 
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ride  a  remedy.  Without  such  knowledge  it  was 
impossible  the  Executive  and  Legislature  could 
ever  move  together.  Money  might  be  wanted  ; 
men  might  be  wanted.  Could  not  Congress  sup- 
ly  a  remedy  for  either  of  these  defects  ?  It  might 
that  the  very  opposition  of  the  Northern  States 
to  war  was  the  cause  of  its  ill  success.  If  so. 
said  he.  let  the  blame  fall  on  them  ;  and  I  trust  in 

,  God  we  shall  apply  the  remedy.  Whatever  be 
the  cause  of  the  failure  of  our  arms,  it  i^  proper 

I  this  House  and  the  people  should  know  ii  ;  and 
I  therefore  hope  the  re>olution  will  pass. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 

•  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  137, 
nays  13,  as  follows  : 

Ykis — Messrs.  Alexander,  .Mston,  .Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barnrtt,  Baylies  of  MaRsachuselLs,  Bayly 

i  of  Virginia,  Beall,  Bigelow.  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Champion,  Cil- 
ley,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstork,  Conard,  Cox,  Craw- 

\  ford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis 

'  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Drnoyelles, 

I  Desha,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gas- 

'  ton,  Geddes,  Glasgow.  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy, 
Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard, 
Hufty,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoil.  Irwin, John- 

'  son  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Mas- 

I  sachusetts.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Leiferts. 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  .Mc- 
Kec,  Miller,  Moffil,  Montgomery,  .Moore,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Markell,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Post,  John  Keed,  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Kich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roberts,  Rob- 
ertson. Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman.  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Sheffi-y,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stan- 
ford. Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturgcs,  Taggart  Tall- 
madge,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  I'dree,  Vosc, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  AVebsler,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Winter,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bard,  Bowen,  Chappell,  Gholson, 
Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Oakley,  Potter,  Sevier,  Troup, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whilehill,  and  Wright. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  lo  wail  on  the  President  with  the 
same. 


Monday,  January  3,  1814. 

Mr.  FLEASANTa  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
!  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  the 
aid  and  patronage  of  the  General  Government  in 
opening  an  inland  navigation  from  ihe  waters  of 
Chesapeake  bay  lo  St.  Mary's  river,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ^0  whom  is  committed  the  bill  lo  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  ihe  Ches- 
apeake and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  certain  partial  ap- 
propriations for  the  year  1814;  which  was  read 
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tvfce   aod-  coinmilti^d   to   a    Corncniliee   of   the 
Vfiole. 

,  ^Tr.  EfPis.  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  ;  il:  10  a^nend  the  seventh  section  of  the  act, 
er  itJed  ''An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
w  jhin  the  United  Suits;"  which  was  read  twice 
arj  (  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  Whole, 

\/\r.  M(  Kee  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
li<j  Lands,  reported  J?  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
B:  one  ;  wjjicli  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  he 
er'  jrossed  »nd  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

"  rlr.  LoMfNDES,  fro'ai  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A  airs,  re,iorted  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
S^  late,  '■  r»'lative  to  the  brilliant  achievement  of 
Li  uienanis  Burrovrs  and  McCall  ;"  also,  the 
jo?  It  resolution  from  the  Senate,  "expressive  of 
thJ  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant  conduct  of 
k)taiQ  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  the  officers,  sea- 
h,  marijies,  and  infantry  acting  as  such,  on 
|rd  of  hjs  squadron."  without  amendment. 
yrdered.  That  the  said  resolutions,  together 
,h  the  le.ter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
•ch  accompanies  them,  be  referred  to  s  Com- 
mtiiee  of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
en*tion  to  Moses  Hpok.  was  read  a  third  time, 
pa*.ed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

1  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

|Ir.  FiSK.  of  Vern»ont.  from  the  Committee  of 

Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Mr. 

K(|ly,  contesting  th*  election  of  Mr.  Harris,  a 

sif*ng  mertiber  from  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
The  report  was  referred- to  a  Committee  of  the 

"W|  ole,  and  is  as  follows  : 

'ifhat  a  co;rect  statement  of  the  poll,  and  the  law  of 
Teifoessee  governing  the  said  election,  will  be  found 
in  li  |e  report  of  the  Cornmittce  of  Elections,  made  in 
Ihi."  case  at  (he  last  session  of  Congress ;  from  which, 
it  t,  )pearg  that  the  int'tH-ctora  of  the  election  in  the 
C01.J  ty  of  Warren  returned  two  more  votes  for  Mr. 
Ha|>i9  than  were  giver,  for  him,  which  gave  to  him  a 
ma^rity  of  one  vote  over  .Mr.  Kelly;  that,  deducting 
the  t-  two  votes  from  Mr.  Harris's  poll,  leaves  Mr.  Kelly 
a  n;Jjority  of  one.  Mr.  Harris  now  produces  evidence, 
wh|h  raiscj*  a  strong  presumption  that  the  deputy 
she ^fl"  who  conducted  the  election  in  the  county  of 
Rh.il.  in  »aiO  district,  improperly  added  three  or  inore 
vot.  f  to  Mr.  Kelly,  and  destroyed  a  like  numl»er  given 
to  8.  ;.Mr.  Ro(}«er«,  who  was  also  a  candidate;  and  to 
shoj  ;  that  Pleasant  Beaw,  and  Daniel  Obarr,who  voted 
for  '  kfr.  KelU,  were  not  entitled  to  vote.  A  decision 
on  ^^c  charge  against  the  deputy  sheriff  not  being 
likci'  to  affect  the  re«ul{  of  the  election,  the  committee 
pasivit  with  no  other  remark  than  that  the  evidence 
lea\i#  t  stroi,)j  impression  that  he  conducted  very  im- 
pru;^-ntly.  The  affidav;u  of  Bean  and  his  father  prove 
iha.^ih^  son  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  time 
"<■  '^p  rlectioii,  and  therefore  not  entitled  to  vote.  By 
esumony  of  Obarr,  he   had  not   a  freehold  in  the 
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dist^  ct,  nor  ttad  he  beea  living  more  than  three  months 
e  same  nt  the  time  of  the  election.  By  the  third 
e  of  the  constitution  of  Tennessee,  it  is  provided 
"  every  :  freeman  o*'  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
pOards.  possessing  a  freehold  in  the  county  where- 
in h  niay  vote,  and  ben  g  an  inhabitant  of  this  Sute  ; 
and  evJ-ry  freeman  beiHg  an  inhabitant  of  any  one 
com   y  in  the  State  six  months  immediately  preceding 


: 


the  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  for  the  county  in  which  he  shall 
reside." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  that  branch  of 
this  article,  which  prescribes  the  second  qualification 
of  the  voter,  restricts  him  to  vote  in  the  county  where- 
in he  has  been  an  inhabitant  six  months  immediately 
preceding  the  day  of  election,  and  permiU  him  to  vole 
nowhere  else;  and,  therefore,  Daniel  Obarr  had  not  a 
right  to  vote  in  this  election.  That,  deducting  from 
the  poll  of  Mr.  Kelly  the  two  votes  given  by  Bean  and 
Obarr,  leaves  Mr.  Harris  a  majority  of  one,  and  entitle* 
him  to  a  seat  in  this  Houi-e.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution  ; 

'*  Hesolvtd,  That  William  Kelly  has  not  supported 
his  petition,  and  that  Thomas  K.  Harris  u  entitled  to 
his  scat  in  this  House." 

FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  that 
it  would  be  remembered  that,  at  the  last  session, 
a  Message  was  received  by  the  House  from  the 
President,  in  answer  to  certain  resolutions  of  the 
House,  relative  to  the  repeal  of  the  French  de- 
crees. This  Message  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  who  made  their 
report.  On  this  report  the  House  did  not  act  at 
tliat  session.  I  now  rise,  said  Mr.  W..  for  the 
purpose  of  subraittinga  motion,  which  shall  again 
bring  the  subject  before  the  House.  I  mean,  sir, 
that  the  Message  and  the  report  of  the  Cornrait- 
teeof  Foreign  Relations  tliereon.be  again  referred 
to  the  same.  I  understand  such  a  reference,  or 
some  similar  proceeding,  to  be  necessary,  id  order 
to  bring  the  subject  again  regularly  before  us.  I 
am  induced  tc  this,  as  well  by  the  intrinsic  im- 
portance of  the  matter  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  as  by  an  unwillingness 
that  the  manner  in  which  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  were  answered  on  that  occasion  should 
quietly  pass  into  a  precedent.  I  deprecate  the 
idea,  that  when  this  House,  which  is  the  inquest 
of  the  nation,  calls  for  information  on  certain 
specific  points,  the  call  is  to  be  answered  by  aa 
elaborate  argument,  and  that  such  argument  is  to 
be  holden  to  be  conclusive  on  the  judgment  of 
the  House  and  of  the  nation. 

The  subject  to  which  the  Message  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  relate,  has  lost  none  of  its 
importance.  It  remains  an  object  of  great  inter- 
est, to  those  especially  who  have  been  and  still 
are  dis.<atisfied  with  the  professed  grounds  of  the 
war. 

.  This  House,  by  an  alraosl  unanimous  vote,  has 
recently  expressed  its  sense  of  the  necessity  of  aa 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms. 
I  agree,  sir.  with  the  general  sense  of  the  House, 
and  with  what  I  am  persuaded  is  equally  the  gen- 
eral .sense  of  the  community.  It  is  doubtless  ne- 
ces.sary  to  know  if  there  be  not  something  wrong 
or  defective  in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  But  is 
it  not  equally  important  to  inquire,  if  there  were 
nothing  wrong  or  defective  in  the  original  com- 
mencement of  It?  May  It  not  have  been  ill- 
judged  and  ill-timed  in  the  beginning,  as  well  as 
ill-conducted  since?  There  may  be.  sir.  a  want 
of  better  armies  and  better  generals.     Let  us  m- 
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quire  if  there  be  not  also  the  want  of  a  better 
cause — I  mean  a  cause  that  stands  clearer  in  re- 
gard to  the  justice  and  neces>;ity  of  the  war;  a 
cause  that  approves  itself  better  to  the  jud:jments 
and  consciences  of  those  whose  efforts  art;  indis- 
pensable to  its  vigorous  prosecution.  If  its  ad- 
vocates can  show  satisfactorily  that  this  war  was 
undertaken  on  grounds  plainly  and  manifestly 
just ;  if  they  can  show  that  it  was  necessary  and 
unavoidable  ;  if  they  can  show  that  it  is  strictly 
an  American  war  ;  that  it  rests  solely  on  Amer- 
ican grounds;  and  that  it  grew  out  of  a  policy 
just  and  impartial,  as  it  related  to  the  belliger- 
ents of  Europe — if  they  ever  make  all  this  man- 
ifest, the  war  will  change  its  character.  It  will 
then  grow  as  energetic,  as  it  now  is  feeble.  It 
will  become  the  cause  of  the  people,  and  not  the 
cause  of  a  party.  The  people  would  then  maio- 
tain  their  own  cause,  with  vigor  and  effect.  In 
such  a  cause,  Government  would  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  direct  the  spontaneous  action  of  the 
community,  it  now  has  to  create  that  action, 
by  the  application  of  every  artificial  stimulus  that 
can  be  invented.  In  such  a  cause,  we  should  not 
have  been,  at  the  end  of  two  drivelling  cam- 
paigns, farther  from  our  object — the  conquest  of 
Canada — than  when  we  began.  No.  sir.  Cana- 
da, to  the  walls  of  Q,uebec,  would  have  been 
yours  in  thirty  days,  if  the  cau^e  had  been  one 
with  which  the  whole  people  had  been  satisfied, 
and  which  they  had  espoused  with  ardor. 

The  SpEAkLER  here  said,  that  it  was  necessary, 
before  further  discussion,  for  the  House  to  decide 
whether  it  would  now  consider  the  motion. 

Mr.  Webster  was  not  aware  that  such  vote  of 
consideration  was  necessary,  on  a  mere  motion  to 
refer  a  subject.  If  such,  however,  were  the  course, 
he  should  submit  to  it. 

Mr.  Webster's  motion,  which  originally  con- 
templated a  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  was  so  modified  as 
to  propose  a  reference  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

And  the  motion  to  refer  the  same  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  make  the  same  the  order  of 
ibe  day  for  Monday  next — 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  hoped  this  subject  would 
not  be  marked  for  Monday  next.  It  will  be  rec- 
ollected, said  he,  that  tlif  great  and  important 
business  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  which  ought,  in 
the  opinion  of  every  patriot,  to  occupy  the  House 
uninterrupiedly.  until  ihey  are  properly  provided 
for.  aod  satisfactorily  dis{)o.-ed  of  will  engage  us 
far  beyond  that  time  ;  that  it  will  be  improper  to 
occupy  the  time  of  this  House  in  ihdii  petit  guerre 
against  the  Administration,  while  the  attention 
of  the  House  ought  to  be  pre-occupied  on  the 
foreign  war  we  are  now  engaged  in  against  Great 
Britain  and  her  savage  allies.  I  would  ask  the 
quo  animo  by  which  this  business  is  brought  be- 
lore  us,  as  well  as  the  cui  bono — is  it  to  strengthen 
the  arm  of  Government  or  to  paralyze  it  ?  Can 
it  be  the  object  of  gentlemen  who  were  opposed 
to  the  war  to  protract  it,  by  sowing  the  seeds  of 
dissension  agaiust  the   Government?     1  can  as- 


sure bim  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  gentipmro 

.who  declared  the  war  to  effect  the  object  of  it.  to 
wit — an  honorable  peace,  and  that  without  delay. 
I  do  hope  that  the  friends  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  with  energy  and  effect,  will  not  agree  to 
take  up  that  subject  at  the  time  proposed;  and, 
s.r.  to  enable  them  to  express  their  opinions.  I 
will  move  that  they  bi'  taken  up  on  the  fourth  of 
.March,  the  ides  of  March  being  a  memorable  day 
111  the  annals  of  history,  and  in  my  judgment  a 
proper  time  to  take  up  a  subject  of  the  complexion 
of  the  one  now  under  consideration,  and  this 
House  will  recollect,  that  they  are  now  called  on 
to  secure  the  blessings  purchased  by  the  blood  of 
their  fathers,  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  and 
hand  them  down  unimpaired  to  posterity. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
because  it  put  off  the  subject  to  a  distant  day, 
the  effect  of  which  may  be  a  go-by  to  the  consid- 
eration of  what  he  deemed  ought  to  be  attended 
to  iramediatelv.  During  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  resolutions  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  were  agreed  to,  and  a  re- 
port was  communicated  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  reported 
thereon.  That  report  might  have  been  acted  on 
at  the  last  session,  but  a  press  of  business  was 
urged  as  a  reason  for  delay.  Now,  at  this  ses- 
sion, a  postponement  is  contended  for.  because  a 
consideration  of  the  subject  will  prevent,  as  is 
said,  the  important  business  relating  to  the  Army 
and  Navy.  That  business  increases  as  the  end 
of  a  session  approaches  is  well  known.  If  the 
motion  jirevails,  a  go-by  will  probably  be  given  to 
the  whole  subject,  instead  of  being  promptly  met 
and  decided.  A  consideration  of  it  will  not  ne- 
cessarily take  much  time,  and  the  House  may 
continue  the  longer  in  session  each  day.  An 
agreement  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  will  not  oblige  the  House  to  an 
uninterrupted  discussion  of  the  subject;  for,  that 
the  House  can  at  any  time  delay  it.  and  attend 
10  other  important  business,  is  well  known. 
With  the  quo  animo  and  cui  bono  by  which  this 
business  was  brought  before  the  House,  the  House, 
it  is  presumed,  have  nothing  to  do  ;  but,  if  other- 
wise, this  House  ought  immediately  to  act  on  it. 
How  the  friends  of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war  will  decide  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  is  unknown,  but  the  discussion 
of  that  question  will  not  be  evidence  to  deter- 
mine who  are,  or  who  are  not.  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war;  but.  if  otherwise,  the 
principal  question  ought  (o  be  immediately  de- 
termined, that  that  may  be  ascertained.  The  mo- 
tion IS.  to  postpone  the  subject  to  the  fourth  day 
of  March  next — the  ides  of  March — to  enable  the 
friends  of  the  prosecution  of  the  war  to  express 
their  opinions  thereon.  I  thank  the  gentleman, 
said  .Mr.  R..  for  his  offered  indulgence,  but-  I  de- 
sire it  not.  I  am  now  prepared  to  express  my 
opinion.  That  the  ides  of  March  are  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  history  is  true.  The  ides  of 
March   are    memorable,    because,   on   that   day, 
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lulius  Cse<(ar,  who  at  that  time  was  at  the  head 
f  the  Roman  Government,  was  iJe>troyed.     The 
•jtrotluciion  of  theimemorable  ides  of  March  will 
!0t  help  the  argurjent  in  support  of  the  moiion 
.  .)  postpone  the  consideration  of"  the  subject  to  the 
;ley  of  March  nexj.  in  the  mode  contended  for. 
;et.  then,  the  raoti(}n  last  made  be  nejatived,  and 
e  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
j  lire  prevail,  so  that  the  subject  may  be  (lismi>sed 
w  .  spon  as  can  be,  ;hat  the  people  of  this  nation 
liay  know  ihe  contflusion  and  the  votes  of  their 
ijpresenutives  thefeon. 

The  question  on. the  postponement  to  the  4th 

ionday  in  March  next,  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
ys— For  poslpont^ment  69.  against  it' 82.  as  fol- 
ws : 
Veas — Messrs.  Air  zander,  Archer,  Avery,  Bradley, 
own,  Burwrell,  Cal..wcll,   Clark,  Comstock,  Conard, 
eighton,  Crouch,  Uienoyeiles,  Desha,  Duvall.  Earie, 
ptu,  E^jns.   Findify,  Fisk  of  New  York,  P'orney! 
rsyth,   Franklin,  G'lasRow.  Gourdin,  GritTin,   Hall,' 
If  ibbard,    Ingham,   J-ick.son    of   Virginia,    Kennedy, 
Int  ot  .Maryland.  Ktrshaw.  Kilbourn,  Kingof  .\orth 
|roiina,  LetferU,  .Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,   McKim,  I 
lore,   Nt-^son,  New:on.   Ormsby.    Parker,    Pickens, 
;.er,  Pleasants,  Rin^rgold,  Robertson,   Sage,   8evicr, 
tb,-rt.    Sharp,    Skir.ner,    ymith    of    Pennsylvania,  ' 
Sith  of  Virginia,  Su^nford,  iStrong,  Tannehi'll,  Tay- 

Telfair,    Troup,    L'dree,    Ward    of  New    Jersey,  ' 
^iitehill,     Wilson    ot     Pennsylvania,    Wright,    and 
V|ncey 
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toj,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachu- 
8oJ(»,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dewey,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mjiit,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Grundy, 
Hlle,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hungerford, 
li.|er8oll,  Irvfin,  Jack.,on  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
.\^v  York,  Kerr,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
L^ett,  Luwndes,  Lyle,  .McLean,  Miller,  Moffitt. 
.NI|.eIey,  Markell.  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter.  John 
K.Jd,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
rj.nessee,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Robert*»,  Schureman,  Shcf- 
fei  Sfierw.od,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stock- 
toi^  Stuart,  Sturges.  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose.  Ward 

tiasbachusetu,  WeUter,  Whealon,  White,  Wilcox, 

son  of  Massachusetts,  and  W  inter. 

0  the  postponement  was  not  agreed  to. 
Ir.  Ghlndy,  of  Tennessee,  who  had  voted  in 
minoriiy  on  the  last  motion  against  postpone- 
il  to  tlie  4th  March,  now  moved  to  postpone 
the  first  .Monday  in  February, 
r.  VVtBSTER   opposed   so   long   a    postpone- 
t,  though  he  intimated  that  he  should  feel  do 
ciion  to  a  postponement  for  two  weeks. 
Ir.  Gasto.n.  of  .North  Carolina,  also  opposed 
so^ocga  postponement,  which  he  feared  would 
the  appearance  of  giving  the  go-by  to  this 
[.Ussion.     He  should  not  object  to  two  weeks' 
ponernent.  at  which  linie,  if  m   the  way  of 
ness  ot  greater  urgency,  it  would  doubtless 
bo  pressed  by  gentlemen  on  his  .side  of  the 
se. 

r.  Deoha,  of  Kentucky,  expressed  his  opin- 
lUat  iius  subject  had   been  sufficiently  dis- 


m 
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cussed  at  the  last  session.  The  House  had  ob- 
tained thereon  all  the  information  within  its  con- 
trol;  and  he  could  not  see  why  they  should  take 
up  the  lime  of  the  House  in  further  discussion. 
He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  business  be  post- 
po<led  indefinitely. 

The    Speaker  declared    this  inotion,   in    the 
present  stage  of  the  business,  to  be  out  of  order. 
i      Mr.  Calhocn,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  he 
hoped    that  the  motion  for  the  first   Monday  ia 
i  February  would  not  succeed.    He  preferred  Mon- 
1  day  next,  because  it  was  the  day  designated  by 
'  the  gentleman    himself  who  had   first   agitated 
I  this  subject.     Mr.  C.  believed  that  a  great  ma- 
j  jority  ol  this  House  and  of  the  nation  were  al- 
ready satisfied,  in  relation  to  the  topics  to  be  em- 
braced by  the  proposed  discussion.     If  the  gen- 
lleman,  however,  was  not  satisfied  himself,  and 
wished  a  further  opportunity  to  create  doubts  of 
^  the  justice  or  necessity  of  the  war,  he  wished  to 
give  the  gentleman  his  own  time  to  prove  it  un- 
!  just.     And  here,  said  Mr.  C,  if  not  out  of  order, 
I  let  me  set  the  gentleman  right  as  to  a  remark  he 
made  in  his  preliminary  observations.     The  "^en- 
ileinan  calleJ  upon  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
,  House  to  prove  the  justice  of  the  war.     That  is 
not  necessary;  it    has    been    often   done    before. 
The  burden   of  proof,  on   the  presumption  that 
our  country  is  always  in   the  right  till  the  con- 
trary be  proved,  now  certainly  rests  with  the  gen- 
tleman Irom  New  Hampshire,  and  his  friends  on 
that  side  of  the  House.     Let  the  gentleman  then 
have   his  own   time.     There  were.  Mr.  C.  said, 
strong  reasons  why  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House  should  agree  with  him  in  opinion  on  this 
subject.     As  to  the  great  business  of  the  session, 
giving  vigor  to  the  operations  of  the  Array  or 
the  Navy,  tie   hoped  neither   this  or  any  other 
business  would  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  it; 
and  he  pledged  himself  for  one.  who  was  in  favor 
of  Monday,  that  he  would  not,  by  his  vote,  sanc- 
tion Its  interference  with  any  measure  calculated 
to  give  vigor  to  the  war.     I  do  strongly  believe, 
that  on  the  points  agitated  in  the  report  accom- 
panying the  President's  Message,  there  is  a  clear 
demonstration  of  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the 
war.  in  which  the  Republicans  of  the  House  and 
of  the  nation  have  reason  to  rejoice,  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  which  will  afford  them  further  cause 
of  exultation. 
I      Mr.  Grcndy,  in  consequence,  as  he  remarked, 
,  of  the  disposition  expressed  on  the  other  side  of 
'  the  House  not  to  permit  this  discussion  to  inter- 
fere with  other  business,  withdrew  his  motion 
for  postponement,  and  the  discussion  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PicKE.Nd,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  rtsolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  ou  the  proposition  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  .so  as  to  establish 
an  uniform  mode  of  election  of  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PicKE.NS  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  is  to  establish  an  uniform 
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mode  of  choosing  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  that  mode 
to  be  by  the  free,  fair,  and  direct  vote  of  the  peo- 
ple in  single  districts;  qualifying  the  right  of 
suffrage  by  die  same  rules  which  the  States 
have  respectively  prescribed  for  the  choice  of 
representatives — an  object  only  to  be  attained  by 
amending  the  Constitution. 

I  am  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  changing  any 
important  features  of  this  great  charter  of  our 
Government.  I  believe  it  would  be  better  to 
sufier  minor  evils  than  to  lay  our  hands  rashly 
upon  it;  so  much  sanction  will  it  derive  from 
the  length  of  usage,  as  well  as  from  a  recollec- 
tion of  the  pure  day  when  it  was  framed.  Con- 
sidering, however,  that  the  instrument  embraces 
a  provision  of  its  own  amendment,  in  such  in- 
stances as  experience  might  prove  it  to  be  defec- 
tive; believing,  moreover,  tliat  in  this  particular, 
the  reasons  in  favor  of  the  amendment  are  so 
imperious  as  to  outweigh  every  countervailing 
consideration.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  offer  this  : 
proposition  to  the  House.  I  will  endeavor  to  as- 
sign such  reasons  in  favor  of  the  measure  as  ap-  i 
pear  to  me  most  forcible;  though  I  fear  I  shajl 
not  be  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  present  them 
in  such  form  as  to  entitle  them  to  a  favorable  ' 
consideration. 

In   free  elective   Governments  much  of  their  ' 
stability  will  depend  on  such  an  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise  as  will  insure  tranrpiillily  in 
the  appointment  of  their   principal   officers;  at 
such  junctures  they  will  experience  their  great- , 
est  trials.  That  this  has  been  long  a  settled  opin- 
ion will  be  illustrated  by  this  fact,  that  it  is  from  ' 
this  very  consideration  the  advocates  of  heredi- 
tary succession  draw  their  chief  argument,  and 
have   long  succeeded   in  convincing    the   world  j 
that,  to   avoid    the    popular    commotion    which, 
would  flow  from  the  exercise  of  the  elective  priv- 
ilege, it  was  preferable  to  commit  to  chance  the  ' 
appointment  of  the  First  Magistrate  of  a  nation.  : 
Our  care  cannot,  therefore,  be  too- particular  in  | 
establishing  such   a  mode  of  choosing  our   first  ! 
Executive  officer  on  such  fair  and  simple  princi- 
ples as  to  insure  the   most   general  satisfaction,  \ 
and   thereby  the   most  tranquillity.     It  will  then  , 
be  of  little  avail  what   turn   parties  or  politics 
may    take;  if  evils   be  experienced    under   any  | 
course  of  measures,  the  people  who  bear  and  who  I 
feel  them  will  in  a  short  period  make  the  neces-  ' 
sary  amendment  by  a  fair  expression  of  the  pub-  ; 
lie  suffrage. 

Thatsome  uniform  method  of  appointing  Elec- 1 
tors  should  be  adopted,  the  reason  of  the  case  as  j 
well  as  our  own   short  experience  demonstrates.  | 
This  will   secure  a  just  equality  in  the  relative  I 
weight  of  the  States.     Otherwise  one  State  hav-  , 
ing  a  regard  to  the  feelings  and  sentiments  ol  the 
minority  will  divide  in   its  vote  in   proportion  as  | 
political  opinions  are  divided  ;  giving  only  a  fair  ; 
balance    in    the   electoral   scale;  while   a   sister  j 
State,  equally  if  not  more  divided  in  opinion  on 
national  politics,  will  give  an   undivided  vote  in 
the  opposite  scale.     It  requires  no  calculation  to 
see  that  in  this  way  a  man  may  be  elected  to  the 


first  office  of  the  nation  by  a  minority  of  voles 
of  the  people,  while  an  opposing  candidate  with 
two-thirds  of  the  weight  of  public  sentiment  in 
his  favor  will  be  rejected.  That  this  is  unjust, 
is  as  evident  as  that  the  rights  of  man  are  equal. 
I  am  aware  of  the  answer  which  may  be  made  to 
this  :  that  the  inequality  may  be  prevented  by 
each  State  imitating  the  example  of  those  States 
that  adopt  a  mode  of  giving  a  united  vote.  This 
may  be  done  ;  and  from  this  idea  of  self-defence, 
rather  than  from  any  belief  of  its  abstract  pro- 
priety, many  of  the  States  have  been  driven  into 
the  measure.  The  question  again  returns:  if 
the  States  are  obliged  to  resort  (as  some  of  them 
will  reluctantly.  I  know)  to  a  system  of  pre- 
serving their  proportional  weight,  why  not  es- 
tablish at  once  a  fair,  equal,  and  uniform  rule 
upon  this  subject  ? — a  rule  which  every  man's 
justice  and  good  sense  will  approve,  and  which 
will  appear  most  congenial  with  our  free  form 
of  Government.  If  by  this  rule  any  State  will 
gain  or  lose  in  relation  to  its  present  comparative 
weight,  it  will  lose  only  what  in  justice  it  ought. 

It  illy  comports  with  the  dignity  or  the  real 
interests  of  this  great  Confederacy  to  suffer  this 
struggling  among  the  States  for  the  advantage 
over  each  other.  Yet  so  long  as  the  subject  is 
left  at  large,  contending  parties  will  resort  to  it 
for  present  purposes.  Ought  we  not  then  to  fix  a 
regular  system  which  shall  overlook  the  little 
interests  of  the  moment,  and  such  as  will  be  just 
and  fair  under  any  change  of  circumstances,  and 
in  the  remotest  times? 

We  must  expect  much  agitation  in  the  public 
mind  at  the  approach  of  each  period  of  election, 
as  well  from  contending  parties  m  the  same 
State,  as  from  the  States  themselves.  The  ma- 
jority will  endeavor  to  secure  an  individual  vote 
to  the  caiulidaie  they  may  espouse,  and  to  have 
the  minor  divisions  unheard  in  the  College  of 
Electors;  while  this  will  be  resisted  with  all  the 
art  and  insinuation  a  minority  can  command, 
even  to  the  hazard  of  losing  the  vote  of  the  State 
entirely.  This  will  be  the  ground  of  much  crim- 
ination and  recrimioalion,  which  naturally  pro- 
duce an  irritation  in  the  public  feelings,  always 
unpleasant  and  often  dangerous. 

At  the  eve  of  our  elections  sudden  changes 
will  be  made,  or  attempted,  to  answer  the  emer- 
gency. One  instance  will  be  used  as  a  precedent 
for  others  less  justifiable,  until  the  people  will 
have  lost  all  confidence  in  the  exercise  of  this 
important  suffrage.  We  need  only  look  back  to 
our  late  election  for  evidence  of  this.  In  the 
Stale  of  New  Jersey,  at  the  moment  when  the 
people  were  about  to  exercise  their  long  accus- 
tomed rights  of  voting  for  the  Electors,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  met,  and  deeming  it  not  prudent 
to  trust  the  election  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  re- 
pealed the  law  on  tiie  subject,  and  vested  that 
power  in  their  own  body,  and  accordingly  ap- 
pointed the  Electors.  VVhen  these  cases  occur 
at  this  day,  what  may  we  expect  when  parties 
are  more  virulent,  and  men  less  virtuous.  About 
the  same  time  this  subject  was  long  disputed  be- 
tween the  two  branches  of  the  Assembly  of  Mas- 
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sachu'setts.    After  much  disagreeable  jarring,  it 
happened   that  a    compromise   was   effected  be- 
tween the  Houses,  each  having  insisted  on  the  best 
tt-rms  which  it  cuuld  get  for  the  purposes  of  their 
respective  parties.     I  have   been  informed  that  a 
similar  difference  existed  between  the  two  Houses 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, and  that  it  was  not   until   the  time  had 
nearly  elapsed  that  a  compromise  was  effected 
and  the  votes  of  the  Slate  saved.     It  is  not  pre- 
tended  that   these  compromises  were  settled  on 
the   fair    principles  of  public  sentiment.     They 
were  mere   bargains,  in   which    the  parties  were 
only  influenced  by  a  view  to  their  own  purposes. 
To  show  the  preference  of  a  regular  plan,  not 
liable  lo  sudden  changes,  where  it  will  become 
'consecrated  by  usage.  I  would  instance  the  State 
|to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong.     In  North 
'^arolina,  almost  ever  since  the  Government  com- 
enced,  the  method  proposed  by  this  resolution 
as  prevailed  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  most 
•erfect  harmony  had   been   kept   up.     If  in  any 
^  istrict  an  election  was  warmly  contested,  this 
^S-aused  no  excitement   beyond    the   limits  of  the 
8i)articular  district ;  and  within  each  district  the 
^contest  was  soon  ended;  the  party  failing  would 
jj^'est  contented  under  the   reflection  that  the  suf- 
[rages    were    fairly    weighed.     Different    parties 
would  prevail  in  different  districts,  in  proportion 
0  the  poliiical  divisions  which  might  exist;  and 
-f  course  no  political  party  in  the  general  result 
ivas  exclusively  gratified,  each  shared  in  thejrai- 
ficaiioM   of  succe.ss   when-'ver   their   importance 
milled  them  to  it.     Previous  to  the  last  election, 
owever,  the  accustomed  mode  was  changed,  and 
he  power  of  choosing  Electors  for  the  lime,  was 
^iven  to  the  succeeding  Legislature.  This  change 
r.aused  more  agitation  over   the  Slate  than  had 
jleen    witnessed    since    the    Governfiient    com- 
Kienced.     At  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  when 
Jtiis  power  was  to  be  exercised,  it  was  not  with- 
out  much   diSiculiy  and    much  disagreeable  de- 
ate  and  irriiauon   that  they  made  ihe  choice  of 
electors.     After  which   the  former  district  plan 
/as  re-established,  and  a   resolution  passed  by  a 
nanimous  vote  in  both  branches,  recommending 
;ie   principle   of  the   amendment  now  proposed, 
^tending  it  also  lo  representatives. 

While  this  election  is  left  to  the  regulation  of 
!»e  Slate   Legislatures,  it  will   have  a  necessary 
%ndency  to  internjix  State  and  general  politics. 
u  mosi  Stales  the  regular   duties  of  legislation 
re  of  a  different  character   from    the   subject  of 
ational  politics,  and  therefore  should  notbecon- 
ised  together^  A  Slate  will  better  attend  to  ;ts 
terna!  affair*^where  its    Legislature  is  as  little 
K  i>ojsil)le  engaged    in   forming  electoral  tickets 
planning  modes  of  election  favorable  to  politi- 
,il  views. 

I   have  confined    my  remarks   to   the  reasons 
,hy  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  some  uniform 
jjted  mode,  on    fair  principles.     I  would  urge  as 
J  particular  reason  for  viewing  the  Presidential 
i^eciion  as  important   in   relation  to  the  regular- 
ly and   harmony  of  ccnducting  it.   the  coinci- 
*nce  of  time   throughout   the   natioo.     Every 


State  being  engaged  at  the  same  moment  in  this 
choice,  the  commotion  may  therefore  be  more 
general  and  dangerous  than  that  which  may  at- 
tend such  occasions  in  more  limited  sections. 

In  inquiring  what  mode  will  be  most  advisa- 
ble to  establish  as  a  uniform  rule  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors,  but  three  plans  present  them- 
selves: that  by  the  vote  of  the  people  in  the  dis- 
tricts, as  proposed;  an  election  by  a  general  tick- 
et ;  an  appointment  by  the  vote  of  the  State 
Legislatures.  These  are  the  only  modes,  one  or 
the  other  of  which  the  several  States  have  had 
in  use. 

The  plan  now  presented  appears  to  me  most 
congenial  with  the  free  spirit  of  our  Government, 
and  the  most  fair  and  simple  in  its  operation  ;  if 
we  still  maintain  our  first  political  maxim,  that 
';  all  legflimate  power  is  derived  from  the  people," 
it  must  result  that  the  most  direct  channel  through 
which  this  power  can  be  conveniently  communi- 
cated IS  to  be  preferred.  No  method  is  so  direct 
as  that  by  which  a  man  makes  his  own  ticket, 
and  votes  it— no  moJe  is  more  convenient  than 
that  by  a  single  district.  No  qualification  of  suf- 
frage will  be  so  reasonable  as  that  which  adopts 
the  rule  which  the  States  have  prescribed. 

In  each  district  the  candidates  will  most  pro- 
bably be  known  cither  in  person  or  character  to 
the  people,  and  they  will  know  the  interests  of 
the  people,  whose  opinions  they  propose  to  repre- 
sent, and  the  persons  to  whom  they  will  be  re- 
sionsible  for  faithfully  performing' their  trust. 
Every  action  of  our  great  community,  however 
diversified  in  interest,  will  be  distinctly  heard  in 
the  choice  of  the  person  who  is  lo  administer  the 
laws.  This,  being  fair  to  all  interests  and  parties 
will  most  probably  produce  general  satisfaction! 
If  different  sentiments  or  interests  exist  m  any 
Slate,  those  sentinjents  or  interests  should  in 
their  proper  proportion  be  put  into  the  national 
scale,  and  the  fair  results  of  the  whole  will  point 
out  the  true  national  representation. 

Political  parties  will    be  less  sectional  than  in 
any  other  plan.    Where  each  single  district  gives 
a  distinct  vote,  the  political  character  of  the  votes 
will  not  so  probably  be  identified  by  geographical 
sections,  but  more  interspersed  over  all  sections 
of  the  country.     When  the  Stales  give  an  entire 
vote  It  may  frequently  happen    thai  each  end  of 
the  Union  will  give  a  united  vote   in  opposition 
to  the  other,  as  was  nearly  the   case  at   ihe  last 
Presidential  election.     This  happening  to  be  the 
case  habitually  for  a  few   periods,  the  political 
parties   will    gradually    assume    a   geographical 
character.     A  man  elected  by  the  entire  votes  of 
one  end  of  the  Union  will   be  looked  at  by  the 
other  end  not  as  the  representative  of  the  nation, 
but  rather  as  the  head  of  the  parly, and  that  party 
a  local  sectional  one. 

In  the  district  plan,  no  caucus  or  self-appointed 
committee  will  be  required  to  form  a  ticket  for 
the  State,  which  is  indispensable  la  any  other 
more  general  mode  of  popular  elec:ion,  for  other- 
wise a  general  concert  in  selecting  could  not  wf  U 
take  place.  The  people  will  be  free  from  the  im- 
posing influence  of  a  nominated  ticket,  and  will 
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be  able  to  fix  oo  their  own  candidates  with  a  fair 
prospect  of  success.  Nor  will  they  be  liable  to 
imposition  by  spurious  tickets,  where  every  man 
will  know  the  person  for  whom  he  votes  ;  very 
different  will  be  the  case  where  a  collective  num- 
ber of  candidnles  are  n;inied  on  the  same  ticket, 
with  all  of  whom  very  few  individuals  in  any 
one  section  of  the  Slate  will  be  acquainted  ;  then 
a  ticket  will  gain  currency  by  the  title  that  may 
be  endorsed  on  it.  or  the  name  of  some  prominent 
character  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list.  From 
this  circumstance  raucii  fraud  mav  be  practised 
wiih  etfeci;  as  u  will  be  very  diflScult  lo'detect 
impositions  that  may  l>e  offered  at  the  various 
election  grounds  in  a  Slate.  This  kind  of  impo- 
sition was,  if  my  information  is  correct,  practised 
in  the  State  of  Ohio  at  the  last  Presidential  elec- 
tion, by  which  two  separate  tickets  were  intro- 
duced, purporting  to  be  lor  the  same  candidate 
which  had  the  effect  of  diverting  from  him  apart 
of  his  support,  though  lo  a  small  extent. 

An  important  advantage  of  distinct  elections 
IS.  that  the  agitation  attending  these  occasions 
however  highly  excited,  will  be  confined  to  ihe 
limits  ot  detached  districts,  and  will  be  unknown 
and  uufelt  elsewhere.  The  general  tranquillity 
of  the  Slate  will  remain  undisturbed  by  any  gen- 
eral cause  of  excitement.  1  may  add,  the  com- 
paratively small  importance  of  a  single  election, 
will  render  il  an  object  less  deserving  very  ex- 
traordinary exertion;  and  therefore  in  the  same 
limits  the  momentum  of  public  agnation  will  be 
less,  than  when  the  general  result  was  to  aive  the 
united  votes  of  the  Stale.  " 

In  a  Slate  having  any  tolerable  division  of  po- 
litical sentiment,  there  will  probably  be  a  variance 
as  to  tlie  results  in  the  ditiferent  districts,  which 
will  be  gratifying  to  the  one  side  and  the  other, 
respectively,  wherever  the  one  or  the  other  may 
have  the  most  relative  weight.  And  from  this 
mutual  satisfaction  we  are  to  expect  more  general 
tranquiiliiy,  ihan  when  the  heart-burnings  of  dis- 
appointment are  applied  exclusively  to  one  polit- 
ical denomination  lu  the  Siaie.  while  the  triumph 
of  success  exclusively  attends  the  other.  It  is  a 
rule  of  policy  which  applies  toall  public  measures, 
and  more  expecially  to  the  concerns  of  a  nation, 
that  next  to  the  object  of  acting  rightly  is  that  of 
rendering  general  satisfaction. 

Elections  will  be  best  secured  against  intrigue 
and  corruption  where  this  power  is  exercised  by 
Ihe  scattered  freemen  at  large.  Where  this  trust 
IS  centered  as  it  were  in  a  single  point,  as  by  a 
legislative  vote,  designing  men  will  have  more 
inducement  to  offer  corrupt  influence:  and  in 
times  less  virtuous  a  few  powerful  men  may  be 
able  to  effect  the  elevation  of  an  individual  whom 
the  nation  may  believe  to  be  unworthy. 

The  proposed  method  will  arrive  the  nearest 
at  a  fair  equality  between  the  relative  weight  of 
the  Stales  respect  being  had  to  the  proportional 
division  of  political  interest  that  may  prevail.  I 
admit  that,  at  first  view,  this  would  seem  logive 
an  advantage  to  the  small  States,  inasmuch  as 
the  balance  of  votes  in  a  small  State  may  be 
equal  to,  or  may  exceed  that  of  a  large  one.  This 
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however  will  never  exist  but  where  the  equality 
of  political  parties  in  the  latter  will  be  such  as 
nearly  to  neutralize  the  State,  when  it  will  be 
just.  Where  a  State  is  precisely  divided  in  its 
votes,  It  stands  neutral,  and  no  man  can  say  it 
ought  not.  If  this  be  just,  then  in  proportion  as 
the  equality  diminishes  even  until  it  approaches 
a  unanimity,  in  that  proportion  onlv  ought  the 
majority  to  prevail  in  the  College  of  Electors. 

By  any  mode  of  giving  an  entire  vote  lo  each 
State,  the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
Union  is  not  certain  to  prevail,  unless  the  divisioQ 
of  public  sentiment  shall  be  in  the  same  propor- 
tion in  each.  A  Slate  however  divided  will 
give  the  same  united  vote  with  a  State  however 
unanimous.  Suppo.se  two  States  were  left  to 
decide  the  election  of  a  President,  all  the  other 
States  having  given  an  equal  vote  to  A  and  loB. 
The  one  State  euiilled  to  nineteen  the  other  to 
twenty  Electors.  The  smaller  States  were  unan- 
imously in  favar  of  A's  election  and  also  nine- 
twenlieths  of  the  larger — and  eleven-twentieths 
of  the  larger  State  only  being  in  favor  of  B.  What 
would  be  the  result  ?  Though  A  will  have 
twenty  eight  votes,  and  B  only  eleven,  yet  by  a 
general  vole  B  will  be  elected.  Though  a  minor- 
ity will  in  every  mode  of  election  be  lefi.  yet  it 
requires  no  calculation  to  see  that  in  single  dis- 
,  iricts  this  will  be  the  smallest  possible. 

There  is  in  most  States  some  diversity  of  po- 
litical interest,  and  in  no  other  way  can  each  be 
heard  than  by  a  district  election. 

In  the  mode  of  appointment  by  a  Legislative 
vote,  this  privilege  is    unnecessarily   removed  a 
degree  farther  from  the  people,  who  are  the  foun- 
tain of  political  power.     And  in  the  election  by 
general   ticket  the   power   is  virtually  removed 
still  more  remotely  from  them.     For  this  ticket 
must  of  necessity  be  formed  by  a  caucus  of  the 
State  Assembly,  or  by  some  other  collection  of  in- 
dividuals.    This   nomination  in  a   Stale,  though 
not  obligatory,  yet,  it  is  not  in   the  power  of  the 
people  to  oppose  it  successfully,  though  a  pan  or 
the  whole  of  the  persons  named  should  be  obnox- 
ious, unless  by  a  similar  concert  of  other  individ- 
uals who  may  take  upon  themselves  to  manufac- 
ture a  ticket  in  opposition,  and  in  reality  the  only 
alternative  with  the  voter,  is  either  to  decline  his 
right  of  vote  with  possibility  of  effect,  or  give  hii 
aid  to  one  or  other  of  the  manufactured  tickets. 
A  reason  against  any  mode  of  giving  the  un- 
divided votes  of  the  States,  of  all  others  the  most 
important,  and  most  affecting  the  vital  existence 
ol  the  Union,  is  its  tendency  towards  a  geograph- 
ical severance  of  parlies.     By   the   principle  of 
self-defence  all  the  States  musiadopt  such  a  mode, 
unless  a  uniform  plan  is  established  ;  indeed  they 
have  nearly  all  so  acted  at  the  late  election  as  to 
give    unanimous   votes;   and    by    this    means   a 
whole  section  of  ihe  Union,  with  a  small  excep- 
tion, voted  for  one  individual,  while  the  opposite 
section  supported   his  opponent,  and  these  sec- 
tions are  divided    by  regular  State   lines.     Now 
does  a  Chief  Magistrate  so  elected  appear  to  rep- 
resent the  whole  Union  ?     And  will  not  a  small 
number  of  repeiiiioos  uf  such  events  naturally 
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draw  theopposite  parties,  in  looking  toward  their 
opponents,  to  look  directly  across  tins  divisional 
line?  The  Slates  North  and  East  of  Pennsyl- 
^▼ania  and  Maryland,  with  the  exception  of  one 
'  ;sriiail  State,  were,  by  the  manner  of  voting,  unan- 
:  ioiously  opposed  to  the  election  of  the  candidate 
who  riucceeded  ;  while  the  Stales  South  and 
West  were  entirely  unanimous  in  his  favor. 
This  feeras  evidently  a  direct  advance  towards  a 
separation  of  parties  by  geographical  boundaries  ; 
for  the  irritation  occasioned  by  mutual  charges 
and  recriminations  will  gradually  lead  to  settled 
hatred  and  jealousy  of  each  other.  That  pro- 
fuiscuous  division  o(  parties  which  we  had  seen 
■in  every  quarter  would  be  lost  in  this  greater  local 
Jivision  ;  after  which.  I  fear,  there   is  not  virtue 


amination.  It  related  to  one  of  ihe  most  import- 
ant features  of  the  Constitution.  His  best  judg- 
ment had  convinced  him  that  it  ought  to  be 
adopted.  As  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina  he  had  cordially  united  in  re- 
commending it  to  the  notice  of  Congress.  He 
could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  feelings  or  to  his 
.sense  of  duty  if  he  did  not  contribute  to  its  sup- 
port an  aid  more  efficacious  than  the  mere  ex- 
pression of  his  vote. 

The  proposed  amendment  owed  its  origin  to 
an  occurrence  which  had  excited  an  extraordinary 
interest  in  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent.  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  had  been  uniformly  chosen  in 
North  Carolina  by  the  people,  voting  in  conveni- 


enough  in  man  to  hold  the  discordant  parts  to-  ent  and  legal  districts.'  But  at  the  eve  of  the 
gether  Now.  what  would  have  been  the  conse-  last  Presidential  election  the  Legislature  of  that 
Iqiience  provided  the  plan  now  proposed  had  reg-  State  abolished  the  ancient  and  well-approved 
ulated  all  the  electoral  appointments  at  the  late  '  mode,  and  directed  the  appointment  to  be  made 
election  7     The  general  result  as  to  the  choice     by  the  succeeding  Legislature,     Although,  in  fa- 


Iwould  no  doubt  have  been  precisely  the  same  ; 
[but  as  to  the  complexion  with  regard  to  local 
isentiment,  very  different.  Virginia  and  New 
[York  would   each   have  divided  in  their  support 


vor  of  this  innovation,  it  was  urged,  certainly 
with  plausibility  if  not  with  force,  that  it  was 
proper  for  North  Carolina,  in  sel.'"-defence,  to 
adopt  some   mode    which    would   enable   her  to 


of  candidates— Maryland  and  New  Jersey  would  bring  out  her  entire  strength  in  the  appointment  of 

have  done  the  same,  as  would  also  the  Southern  a  President;  and  although  it  was  morally  certain 

^States,  of  North   Carolina.  South  Carolina,  and  that  the  effect  of  the  cha'nge  would  be  to  promote, 

Georgia,  as  well  as  the   New    England   Slates;  m  a  very   decided    manner,  the   election   of  the 
even   Pennsylvania  might  divide  in  a  small  de- 


Ithjis  Committee  lo  an  authority,  the  mention  of    tion  that  there  exists  among  my  countrymen  a 


;gree.  This  would  exhibit  a  promiscuous  division 
of  sentiment  extending  itself  over  the  whole  na- 
tion, and  not  capable  of  being  delineated  by  State 
lines  or  the  course  of  rivers. 

On  this  delicate  part  of  the  subject  J  will  refer 


candidate  who  was  the  favorite  with  the  major- 
ity of  her  citizens,  yet  this  inroid  upon  the 
elective  franchise  created  almost  universal  dis- 
satisfaction. Without  stopping  to  vindicate  the 
propriety  of  tins  discontent,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  cannot 
but  regard  it  with  complacency.     It  is  an  indica- 


wfiich  will  give  it  sufficient  sanction.  In  the 
partin;;  address  of  our  illustrious  Washington,  he 
admonishes  the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  with 
the  most  solicitous  concern,  against  any  tendency 
toward  geographical  divisions  of  parties,  and 
views  it  as  most  dangerous  to  the  Union  of  the 
States.  So  far  as  it  applies  to  the  question  before 
us.  I  doubt  not  it  will  have  its  full  weight. 
These  are  my  principal  reasons  for  hoping  that 


quickness  of  perception  and  intensity  of  feeling 
in  relation  to  a  subject  uj)on  which  dulness  or 
indifference  might  be  fatal.  I  am  rejoiced  at  this 
sensitive  shrinking  at  the  approach   of  whatever 

savors    of   usurpation.     It    augurs   well it    is   a 

proof  that  even  State  pride  and  the  spirit  of  party 
may  be  addressed  in  vain,  when  they  are  wooed 
to  the  sacrifice  of  a  fundamental  right. 

Such  was  the  effect  of  the  excited  temper  of 


■?the  proposed  amendment  to  theConstituiiou  may  ,  the  people,  that  their  next  Legislature  re-enacted 


be  adopted. 

j^     Mr.  FiNDLEV  spoke  for  a  few  minutes  in  oppo- 
rsition  to  the  resolutions. 

i     Mr.  Gasjton  said,  that  after  the  pertinent  and 
ijudicious  observations  of  his  colleague  (.Mr.  Pick 


the  accustomed  mode  of  appointing  Electors,  and 
divided  the  State  into  districts.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  reflecting  upon  the  many  evils  which 
resulted  from  the  want  ot  an  uniform  mode  of 
appointment  throughout  the  Union,  they  came  to 


|Efi8)  in   support  ol   the   proposed  amendment  to  ihe   unanimous   determination   of  proposin^r   the 

.the  Constitution,  he  had  indulged  the  hope  that  amendment   to   the  Constitution   which    is'now 

.some  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  averse  to  its  under  consideration.     Its  great  principle  is,  that 

^adoption   would    have  lully   stated    the  grounds  each  State  shall  be  divided  by  its  Let^islature  into 

Jupon  whicn  their  opposition  was  founded.     He  equal  districts,  in  each  of  which  th'e  people  en- 

f  sl^uld  have  attended  to  their  remarks  with  pleas-  titled  to  vote  for  the  most   numerous   branch  of 

f  ute,  and  had  they  failed  to  produce  conviction  on  the  State  Legislature   shall  appoint  an  Elector. 

,his  mind,  would  have  endeavored,  according  to  As  the  details  have  not  been  objected  to.  I  shall 

'his  opportunity  and  ability,  to  jrive  them  a  suita-  confine  my  remarks  to  the  support  of  this  prin- 

'  ble  reply.     Although  this   hope  liad   been  disap-  ciple 

I  poinltd.  and  it  might  appear  superfluous  to  add 

;'ariything  to  an  argument   which    remained   yet 

I   unanswered,  he  must  be  excused  lor  trespassint: 

•  ;•&  the  patience  of  the  Committee  for  a  few  min- 

'  'utes.     The  proposition  merited  a  deliberate  ex- 

i 


Sir.  there  breathes  not  a  man  who  views  the 

sacred  character  of  Federal    Union   with    more 

reverence  than   myself".     No  one  can  more  sin- 

,  cerely  or  ardently  deprecate  any  innovation  on 

'  Its  principles.     If  the  propositioD  under  disciis- 
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sioD  pmbraced  such  an  innovation,  however  ad- 
Tisable  it  might  seem— however  clear  of  all  ob- 
jections that  I  could  anticipate— I  should  tremble 
at  the  attempt  to  introduce  it.  But.  when  we 
come  to  examine  the  Constitution,  and  compare 
■with  it  the  proposed  amendment,  we  shall  find  that 
the  object  is  not  to  introduce  new,  but  to  invigor- 
ate old  principles:  to  give  a  practical  operation 
to  the  instrument  which  consists  with  its  designed 
effect— to  rescue  it  from  perversion  and  abuse. 

It  is  well  known,  that  no  part  of  the  plan  of  a 
Federal  Government  presented   greater   difficul- 
ties to  the  illustrious  men  who  framed    it.  than 
that  which  relates  to  the  appointment  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.    Dangers  exhibited  themselves  on  every 
side;  from  within  they  had  to  apprehend  the  suc- 
cessful  operation  of  all  those  bad   passions  that 
were  connected  with  the  acquisition  or  control  of 
an  office,  from  which  flowed  patronage,  and  pro- 
fit, and  power;  from  without  they  could  not  but 
dread   the   intrigues,   and   arts,   and   corruptions, 
conse<]uent  upon  the  efforts  of  foreign  nations  to 
regulate  the  choice  of  an  individual  who  was  to 
direct  the  measures  of  a  great  people  in  relation 
to  them.     The  outlines  of  their  plan  were  sketch- 
ed  with   a  masterly  hand.     Each   State  was  to 
choose  a  number  of^  Electors,  upon  the  combined 
principles  of  population  and   Slate  sovereignty, 
equal  to  the  number  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives.    These  Electors  were  to  be  called  into  ex- 
istence, for  the  special  purpose  of  voting  for  a 
President,  and  were  to  exist  only  during  that  spe- 
cial conjuncture.  They  were  to  meet  in  each  State 
and  on  the  same  day  throughout  the  Union.     No 
Senator  or  Representative,  or  person  holding  an 
office  under  the  General  Government,  could  be  a 
member  of  the  Electoral  College.    These  outlines 
were   indeed    wise,   yet   they  were   but   outlines. 
How  the  Electors  themselves  should    be  chosen, 
the  Constitution  did  not  provide;  it  left  this  part 
of  the  process  of  appointing  a  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  Union  to  be  regulated  in  each  State  by  its 
respective  Legislature.     Why  this  discretion  was 
left  to  the  State  Legislatures  it  is  not  for  me  to 
decide;  I  should  presume,  however,  that  the  Con- 
vention supposed,  that  in  each  State  it  would  be 
80  managed  as  best  to  suit  the  convenience  of  its 
citizens.     It  was  not  easy  to  foresee   whether  a 
choice    by   the   people,   voting   in    districts  or  in 
States,  would   best  effectuate  the  objects  of  the 
Convention.   In  large  States  the  former  might  be 
desirable,  in  smaller  States  the  latter  might  be 
preferred.     For  the  present,  and  until  experience 
could  be  consulted,  it  was  deemed  most  prudent 
not  to  fix  the  method.     That  which  should  ulti- 
mately be  found  most  iudicious.  it  was  presumed 
would   generally    be  adopted.     The  amendment 
now  before  us  is  perfectly  in  character  with  the 
symmetry  of  this  plan.     It  oversteps  none  of  its 
outlines;  it  alters  not  the  ratio  of  Electors,  their 
duration,  their  mode  of  voting,  nor  the  materials 
of  which  they  are  to  be  composed.    It  directs  only 
a  uniform  mode  of  appointing  them,  and  proposes 
the  only  mode,  as  will   be  hereafter  seen,  wiiich 
practically  corresponds  with  the  views  of  the  Con- 
vention. 


the  Constitution, 

-    *         — 


H.  or  R. 


Is  It  not  desirable,  sir.  that  some  uniform  mode 
should  obtain  ?     Unless  the  Constitution    should 
prescribe,  in  definite  and  imperative   terras,  the 
process  by  which  Electors  shall  be  taken  from  the 
mass  of  their  fellow-citizens,  it  will   be  liable  to 
perpetual   fluctuation,  according  to   the  varying 
notions  of  eighteen   distinct   State   Legislatures, 
each  of  them  subject  to  frequent,  in  general  to  an- 
nual changes.     Nothing  can  contribute  more  ef- 
fectually to  the  permanence  and  stability  of  any 
institution,  than  that  its  essential  forms  should  be 
permanent  and  stable.     The  omnipotent  force  of 
habit  over  individuals  loses  none  of  its  power 
when  extended  to  .ommunities.     Time  and  cus- 
tom have  an  effect  upon  opinions  and  feelings, 
and  modes  of  action,  which  alone  can  render  them 
distinctive   and  characteristic.     Thus  it   is  that 
they  become  intimately  associated  with  the  affec- 
tions, and  are  converted  into  what  is  emphatical- 
ly called  a  second  nature.     It  is  the  part  of  polit- 
cal  wisdom  to  create  and  strengthen  this  union 
between  the  affections  of  the  people  and  the  forms 
of  their  Government.    You  thus  consecrate  these 
forms  in   their  estimation,  and  establish  a  solid 
basis  on  which   the  Government  itself  can  rest. 
May  I  not  be  permitted  to  say,  too,  without  an 
attack  upon  any  political  party,  that  the  honor  of 
the  country  demands  that  we  should  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  those  scenes  which,  on  the  return 
of  every  Presidential  election,  are  exhibited  in 
some  one  or  more  of  the  States.     I  mean,  sir,  the 
struggles   between   contending  parties  to  render 
the  mode  of  appointment  subservient  to  their  im- 
mediate  yiews.     This  subject    has    not  charms 
enough   to  induce  me  to  examine  it   in    detail. 
Every  gentleman  has  witnessed  such  scenes.    No 
party  can  claim  to  be  guiltless  of  such  designs — 
'•  Peccatur  et  intra  miznia  et  extra.^''      In  one 
State  we  behold  the  same  class  of  political  be- 
lievers contending  strenuously  for  a  mode  of  ap- 
pointment, which   in   another  they  as  zealously 
oppose. 

The  last  Presidential  election  presented  an 
instance  which  has  not  a  little  impressed  my 
mind.  In  Massachusetts  no  other  mode  of  ap- 
pointment could  be  tolerated  by  the  Democratic 
part  of  the  Legislature,  but  the  choice  by  the  peo- 
ple in  districts;  while  in  North  Carolina  it  was 
claimed  to  be  Republican  to  appoint  by  the  Le- 
gislature. And.  vice  versa,  the  same  political 
party  that  in  North  Carolina  advocated  the  choice 
in  districts,  m  Massachusetts  was  found  to  prefer 
either  a  Legislative  choice  or  a  general  ticket. 
An  uniform  mode,  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  will 
put  an  end  to  struggles  which  the  good  and  wise 
must  view  with  regret ;  and  while  it  thus  rescues 
the  honor  of  the  country  from  the  imputation 
which  is  affixed  to  such  contentions,  it  will  nar- 
row the  range  of  faction,  and  diminish  the  scope 
for  intrigue.  The  political  combatants  will  come 
into  the  field  fairly.  Their  efforts  will  be  solely 
directed  to  the  contest,  without  any  artifices  to 
get  an  advantage  in  the  choice  of  weapons,  or  in 
the  mode  of  warfare.  The  controversy  will  be 
to  secure  for  their  opinions,  as  for  their  friends,' 
the  favor  of  the  majority  of  the  nation,  and  not 
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b.  ItrgerJemain  iricks  to  make  the  minority  ap- 
fi  iar  the  majority. 

It"  an  unit'orm  and  permanent  mode  of  appoiiit- 
ii  ji  Jllectors  be  recommended  by  tliese  obvious 
a  [d  iieciJed  advantages,  it  remains  to  be  exam- 
it  ^d  winch,  amon,'  the  different  methods  that 
h  (vo  been  essayed,  Mas  the  strongest  claims  to  a 
[i  efcrence.  In  no  State  has  any  other  mode  been 
ti  jught  i)f,  nor  have  I  heard  any  other  suggested, 
l|  an  the  three  whicli  have  been  mentioned  by  my 
cj  lleaguf.  These  are — a  choice  by  the  qualified 
V,  tcis  of  each  State  in  districts,  or  by  a  general 
t|  ktt  throughout  each  State,  or  an  appointment 
t|  .  the  Stale  Legislatures.  The  principle  and 
sj  ftps  of  the  propos«.d  amendment  is  the  establish- 
ty-nl  of  the  first  of  these  modes.  It  is  very  far 
^m  my  design  to  enumerate  all  the  advantages 
lich  1  believe  it  to  possess ;  many  of  them  have 
Ijjn  already  stated  by  my  colleague,  and  it  is  not 
igyr  wish  to  repeat,  and  perhaps  thereby  weaken 
«ty  of  liis  arguments.  But  1  will  attempt  to  set 
,  Atl^  a  few  leading  considerations,  which,  in  my 
j^^gpeni.  render  it  infinitely  superior  as  a  per- 

unl'nt  and  universal  rule  to  either  of  the  others. 

ISw,  it  IS  recommended  to  our  adoption  by  a  con- 

leratioQ  which  should  endear  it  to  all  who  feel 

attachment  to  the  great  and  leading  princi- 

of  Kepublican   Government.     Ii   is   bv    this 

nhod  that  the  voice  of  the  people  of  the  Union 

it#fairly  expres.sed.  and  fully  felt  in  the  selection 

jthteir  Chief  Magistrate.  Adopt  this  mode,  and 
iijis  scarcely  practicable  that  any  individual  can 
m  cnoseii  for  that  high  office,  hut  by  the  voice 
c^a  majority  of  the  people.  There  may,  indeed. 
Isa  considerable  difference  between  the  relative 
s*?ngth  ijf  the  minorities,  in  any  two  districts. 
Ly,  when  all  the  districts  are  taken  into  compu- 
lsion, such  difference  must  be  equalised.  He 
\»o  obtains  the  suffrage  of  more  than  half  of  the 
voters  of  the  two  hundred  and  eighteen  districts 
i.To  which  the  United  Stales  will  be  parcelled, 
n^st  in  all  human  probability  have  a  majority 
olthe  suffrages  of  the  people.  But  how  is  it,  sir. 
vSief)  each  State  is  made  to  throw  all  its  votes 
iijo  one  scale,  however  much  the  citizens  of 
tiat  Stale  may  be  divided  ?  A  majority  of  the 
vlter.  thus  obtained  is  no  evidence  of  the  sanc- 
tXn  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  In  proportion  as 
ymi  kssen  the  number  of  the  sections  which  elect, 
ylu  multiply  the  chance  of  enabling  a  majority 
tf  contrul.  A  single  statement  will  verify  this 
pjiipositian.  Four  States.  Massachusetts,  New 
^.5)rk,  Pfnnsylvania,and  Virginia,  gave  one  hun- 
d^'d  and  one,  out  of  the  218  voles,  that  are  ren- 
'  |fe<3  for  President.  Let  the  Legislative  choice, 
the  gt-neral  ticket  prevail — let  a  small  majority 
tfeese  States,  cause  their  voles  to  be  given  to 

wc  farni-  candidate:  With  the  assistance  of  the 
y  tes  of  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Maryland 
i"  )Uth  Carolina,  or  Connecticut,  which  a  bare 
If  iij'irity  in  either  may  command,  he  is  elected  i 
1  esident.  Yet, the  fact  will  be,  thit  he  has  ob  ' 
i(  iDi'd  the  support  of  a  little  more  than  one-fourth 
<(  the  nation  I  This,  sir,  is  not  only  revolting  to 
<i  \T  republican  notions,  but  is  adverse  to  one  of 
t  ;e  leading  purposes  contemplated  by  ihe  framers 


of  the  Constitution.  One  of  its  most  illustrious 
authors,  and  its  ablest  expositor  and  advocate,  the 
man  whose  radiant  intelligence  poured  on  every 
question  to  which  it  was  directed,  a  flood  of  light 
and  whose  candid  soul  disdained  artifice  or  decery- 
tion,  has  assured  us  that  it  was  a  primary  object 
with  the  Convention,  '•  that  the  sense  of  the 
people  should  operate  in  the  choice  of  the  persoa 
to  whom  so  important  a  trust  was  to  be  confi- 
ded." Let  some  mode  then  be  pursued  by  which 
this  sense  can  fairly  operate,  and  be  correctly 
expressed. 

An  eminent  advantage  which  I  believe  likely 
to  flow  from  this  fair  expression  of  the  sentiments 
of  every  portion  of  the  people,  in  the  choice  of  a 
President,  will  be  found  in  the  security  which 
it  affords  to  ihe  minority  in  each  State,  against 
the  intolerance  of  ihe  majority.  In  Republicaa 
Governments  the  majority  must  indeed  rule,  but 
it  is  of  vast  importance  that  the  majority  should 
be  compelled  to  respect,  not  only  the  rights,  but 
the  opinions,  feelings  and  even  prejudices  of  the 
minority.  Unless  it  feel  this  sentiment,  nature 
and  history  prove,  that  it  will  be  unjust  and 
overbearing.  W4ien  the  Electors  of  President 
are  chosen  by  States,  the  minority  in  each  State 
is  utterly  without  weight.  As  to  this  purpose  it 
has  no  political  power.  Its  opinions  are  treated 
with  arrogance.  The  individuals  who  belono- 
to  It  are  viewed  as  a  class  that  is  arrayed  against 
the  cause  of  the  State.  They  must  either  for- 
bear from  all 'interference  in  Its  concerns,  or  be 
subjected  to  the  jealousies  and  rualiguant  tyran- 
ny of  intolerant  power — never  more  intolerant 
than  when  backed  by  the  physical  force  of  the 
community,  or  when  exerted  upon  those  who 
are  without  the  ability  to  retaliate.  Let  the 
voice  of  every  part  of  the  nation  be  heard  in  the 
appointment  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the 
minority  in  each  State  acquires  an  importance, 
which  insures  to  them  respect  and  political  free- 
dom. If  they  can  give  but  one  vote,  it  is  worth 
the  attention  of  the  majority  to  conciliate  that 
vote  ;  for,  joineii  with  the  suffrages  of  other  por- 
tions of  the  people  in  other  States,  it  may  weigh 
heavily  in  the  balance. 

In   every  Government  which  is  purely  of  the 
federative  character,  there  is  a  radical  detect,  aris- 
ing from   the   want  of  an   intimate  relation   be- 
tween   those    who   administer   lis    powers,    and 
those  who  are  subject  to  its  control.     Our  Gov- 
ernment partakes  both  of  ihe  national  and  feder- 
ative forms.     Without  stopping  to  discus.^   that 
great  question,  which  gave   rise   to  the  parties, 
that  were  early  seen  after  its  organization,  whe- 
ther it  is  more  likely  to  encroach  upon  the  State 
authorities,  or  lo  be  controlled  by  them  in  its  ne- 
cessary and  proper  operations,  all  will  concur,  I 
trust,  in  the  position,  that  it  is  wise  to  impart  to 
it  every  efficiency  which  abridge*  not  individual 
liberty,  nor  lessens  ihe  useful  powers  of  its  com- 
ponent members.     Whatever  may  be  the  powers 
which  are  in   terms  delegated,  in  proportion  as 
you  remove   the  General  Government  from  the 
people,  you  impair   its  strength.     Wise  and  re- 
tieciing  men,  who  are  sensible  of  its  infinite  value. 


i 


Ul 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


842 


Jancary,  1814. 


Amendment  to  the  Constitution. 


H.ofR. 


in  insariog  domestic  tranquillity-,  and  guard- 
ing against  external  dangers,  will  venerate  and 
uphold  It  from  principle.  But  the  citizens  in 
general,  who  have  little  agency  in  promoting  its 
operations,  and  who  feel  not  its  beneficial  influ- 
ence in  their  daily  concerns,  who  look  elsewhere 
for  the  protection  of  their  personal  rights,  and 
for  redress  from  individual  injuries — who  scarce- 
ly feel  it,  but  in  its  restraints,  or  in  its  demands 
on  them  for  personal  services  and  contributions, 
will  naturally  regard  it  in  the  light  of  a  foreign 
Government.  It  will  be  scarcely  possible  to 
create  in  them  that  sentiment  of  loyal  obedience, 
which  springs  spontaneous  in  the  heart  towards 
the  Government  which  is  felt  and  cherished  as 
their  own.  Give  them  an  agency  as  individuals 
in  the  appointment  of  its  Chief,  and  they  are  at 
once  sensible  of  a  participation  in  the  political 
institution  itself.  It  is  brought  nearer  home  to 
them — a  connexion  is  created  between  the  Gen- 
eral Government  and  themselves, instead  of  a  con- 
nexion between  the  General  Government  and  the 
Stale  to  which  they  belong.  This  intimate  rela- 
tion, and  the  sentiments  of  loyalty  and  affection 
which  spring  from  it,  will  be  a  tower  of  strength 
to  the  Federal  Government.  The  vigor  which 
is  thus  imparled,  diminishes  not  one  particle  of 
the  freedom  of  the  citizen,  and  deprives  not  the 
State  governments  of  a  single  privilege  which  is 
necessary  to  their  support,  or  to  the  full  exercise  of 
their  peculiar  powers.  It  impoverishes  not  those 
from  whom  it  is  taken,  while  it  is  invaluable  to 
the  institution  on  which  it  is  conferred. 

Intimately  connected,  sir,  with  the  advantage 
which  I  havejust  pointed  out,  is  that  which  springs 
from  the  co-operation  of  individuals,  for  a  com- 
mon purpose,  in  different  parts  of  the  nation, 
that  necessarily  results  from  this  mode  of  ap- 
pointing the  Electors  of  President.  The  citi- 
zens of  one  extreme,  uniting  with  citizens  in 
another  extreme  of  the  Union,  in  promoting  the 
election  of  the  same  individual,  as  the  President  of 
their  country,  are  drawn  towards  each  other  as 
members  of  ihe  same  political  family.  They  will 
feel  the  same  sentiment  of  a  common  country, 
which  is  now  indulged  between  the  citizens  of 
the  same  State.  Their  joint  exertions,  in  their 
individual  capacities,  must  create  one  of  the 
strongest  bonds  of  union.  But  a  mode  of  voting 
which  throws  the  entire  voice  of  each  State  into 
the  scale  of  its  favorite  candidate,  though  it  may 
bring  abouta  co-operation  of  State  with  Stale,  or  m 
other  words,  a  co-operation  of  the  leaders  of  one 
State  with  those  of  another,  in  fact  disunites  the 
people, and  breaksthem  intodistinct  masses.  Such 
a  co-operation  of  State  with  State,  far  from  being 
productive  of  benefit  to  the  nation,  is  scarcely  less 
to  be  dreaded  than  the  array  of  State  against 
State.  Both  the  one  and  the  otlfer  are  full  of 
danger — while  the  opposition  of  individuals  is 
harmless,  and  th^ir  union  most  salutary. 

Sir,  1  conscientiously  believe,  that  a  remedy 
like  tfial  proposed,  is  essentially  necessary  to  ef- 
fectuate the  objects  which  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
.stitulion  designed  lo  secure  in  the  election  of  a 
President.     He  who  in  his  heart  loves  that  Con- 


stitution, cannot  Tiew,  but  with  bitter  regret,  the 
contrast  which,  in  the  choice  of  this  Magistrate, 
the  practice  under  the  Constitution  opposes  to  its 
pure  and  chaste  theory.  It  was  contemplated, 
that  ihepeoplefrom  each  Slate  should  select  from 
among  the  wisest  and  most  virtuous  of  their  neigh- 
bors, the  persons  best  qualified  to  vote  for  a  Presi- 
dent. The  original  primary  act  was  to  be  theirs 
— spontaneously  theirs.  They  were  free  to  choose 
whomsoever  they  pleased,  excepl  those  who,  from 
their  situation,  might  have  too  great  a  lean- 
ing towards  the  President  actually  in  office.  Of 
this  descriptionwereSenatorsand  Representatives. 
Whatever  might  be  their  individual  virtue  or  in- 
telligence, these  were  too  near  the  Palace  to  be 
safely  trusted  with  the  power  of  declaring  who 
should  occupy  it.  The  Electors  thus  chosen, 
thus  free  from  all  irregular  impulse,  convening 
in  each  Slate  on  the  sameday,  and  under  circum- 
stances the  most  favorable  lo  deliberation,  were 
to  vote  for  a  President,  and  immediately  after- 
wards to  mingle  with  their  fellow-ciiizens,  from 
whom  they  bad  been  called  forth  but  for  that  spe- 
cial purpose.  Every  practicable  obstacle  was 
supposed  to  be  thus  thrown  in  the  way  of  '•  cabal, 
intrigue,  and  corruption."  There  was  no  •'  pre- 
existing body  of  men  who  might  be  tampered 
with  beforehand  to  prostitute  their  votes."  No 
sinister  bias  could  be  presumed  lo  exist  '•  from  too 
great  devotion  lo  the  President  in  office."  The 
'•  transient  existence"  of  the  Electors,  and  their 
'•  detached  situation"  seemed  to  render  cabal  and 
combination  impracticable,  and  to  remove  all  op- 
portunity of  corruption.  The  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple operating  fairlv  and  fully  in  the  appointmenr, 
the  President  would  feel  himself  indebted  to  them 
for  his  office,  and  independent  of  all  but  them 
for  his  continuance  in  it. 

Thus  beauteous  smiled  the  theory.  How  hid- 
eous the  deformity  of  the  practice !  The  jfirst 
step  made  in  the  election  is  by  those  whose  inter- 
ferertce  the  Constitution  prohibits.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  meet  in  cau- 
cus, or  convention,  and  there  ballot  for  a  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates.  The 
result  oi  their  election  is  published  through  the 
Union  under  the  name  of  a  recommendation. 
This  modest  recommendation  (hen  comes  before 
the  members  of  the  respective  State  Legislatures. 
Where  the  appointment  ultimately  rests  with 
them,  no  trouble  whatever  is  given  to  the  people. 
The  wh<jle  business  is  disposed  of  without  the 
least  inconvenience  to  them.  Where,  inform, 
however,  the  choice  of  Electors  remains  with  the 
people,  the  patriotic  members  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature, viemg  with  their  patriotic  predecessors, 
back  ihis  draft  on  popular  credulity  with  the 
weight  of  their  endorsement.  Not  content  with 
this,  ihev  benevolently  point  out  to  the  people  the 
immediate  agents  through  whom  the  negotiation 
can  be  most  safely  carried  on.  make  out  a  ticket 
of  Electors,  and  thus  designate  the  individuals 
who,  in  their  behalf,  are  to  honor  this  demand  on 
their  suffrages.  Sir,  this  whole  proceeding  ap- 
pears to  be  monstrous.  It  must  be  corrected,  or 
the  character  of  this  Government  is  fuodamen- 
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|ly  cbaoged.     Already,  in  fact,   the  Chief  Ma- 

.iMte  t.f  the  nation  owes  his  office   principally 

'aristocratic  intrigue,  cabal,  and   noanagement. 

|e-*xisirng  bodies   of  men,  and   not  the  people. 

ike  the  appointnaent.     Such    bodies,  from  the 

Insvilution  of  nature,  are  necessarily  directed  in 

^•ir  movements  by  a  few  leaders,  whose  talents, 

tboldne-^s,  or  activity,  give  them  an  ascendancy 

:i  their  a.^sociates.    On  every  side  these  leaders 

jcccisible  to   the  assaults  of  corruption.     I 

l^aa  not,  sir,  that  vulgar  species  of  corruption. 

•y.  which  is  addrt'ssed   to  the  most  sordid  of 

[oian  passions.  bu(  that  which  finds   its  way  to 

heart,  through  the  avenues  which  pride,  am- 

■on.  vanity,  personal  resentment,  family  attach- 

^Di,  and  a  tbousartd  foibles  and    vices   open   to 

macliinations  of  intrigue.     Their  compara- 

ly '•  permanent  existence,"  and  concentrated 

Nation,  afford  the  most  desirable   facilities  for 

lirj  continued  operation  of  these  sinister  acts.     It 

isjftiot  in  nature  that  they  should  lung  operate  in 

)a  ;  nor  is  it  in  nature  that  the  individual  elected 

these  means  should  not  feel  his  dependence  on 

se  to  whom  he  owes  his   office,  or  forego  the 

^ctjces  which  are  essential  to  insure  its  contin- 

ice,  or  Its  transmission  in  the  desired   succes- 

bi.    Thus,  in  practice,  do  we  find  all  the  ad- 

itages  frustrated   which,   in    the  choice  of  a 

isident,  the  Convrnlion  so  anxiously  sought  to 

luHe,  at>d  all  the  evils  realized  against  which 

rriirs  were  so  sedulously  erected.     Who  can 

|og[nise,  in   the  object  thus  exhibited,  any  of 

tse  features  which   its  early  friends   contem- 

ite/1  wiih  admiration,  and  joy,  and  hope  ?     i[  a 

Ic  trace  remains  of  its  former  charms — 

"  Tis  hut  that  loveliness  in  death, 

^Vhlch  part*  not  quite  with  parting  breath; 

Liprtssioii's  last  receding  ray, 

A  gilded  halo  hovering  round  decay." 

irlr.  Ctiairman,  I   dare   not    promise    that    the 

^ption  of  this  amendment    by  the    States  will 

an  end  to  cabal,  intrigue,  and  corruption,  in 

*appouitraent  ofa  President.  No  human  means 

be  adequate  to  that  end.     But  I  believe  it  de- 

^ostrable  that  this  amendment  will  deprive  ca- 

of  facility  in   combination,  render   intrigue 

systematic,  and  diminish  the  opportunities  of 

lUption.     I  cannot  say  that   it  will   insure  to 

high  and  important  office  pre-eminent  ability 

virlut^.  but   I  am   convinced    that   it  will  ex- 

le  from   the  appointment  all  who   have   not 

needed  in  establii>hing  that  character  with  the 

fit   body  of  their   fellow-citizens.     The  Presi- 

;t  may  yet   have   his   favorites  and   partisans, 

receive  patronage,  but 
be  heard  and  respect- 
.^  ....  ....-^rts  to  suppress  or  con- 
it.     Faction  cannot  but   exist,  but  it  will  be 
fJered  tolerant.     State  atiachmenis   must  yet 
l'i:iue,  (ever  may  they  continue.)  but  they  will 
swallow   up  all  attachment   to  the  General 
rernment.     Stales  may  endanger   the   perpe- 
Jy  of  our  Confederacy  by  their  combinations 
orStieir  quarrels,  but  the^e  dangers  will  be  stripped 
of  half  their  terrors  when  our  citizens  feel   that 
if  have  a  commou  country,  and  are  linked  to- 


gether by  the  strongest  bond  of  connexion.  Under 
the  hope  and  belief  that  this  amendment  will  im- 
part vigor  to  the  Constitution,  re-establish  it  upon 
Its  true  basis,  and  perpetuate  its  duration,  I  avow 
myself  its  warm  and  decided  friend.  The  earthly 
wish  nearest  my  heart  is,  that,  amidst  the  storms 
which  threaten  the  submersion  of  all  that  is  pre- 
cious in  civilization  or  refinement,  we  may  cling 
to  that  Constitution  as  the  mariner  to  the  floating- 
spar  which  Providence  throws  in  the  way  of  his 
preservation. 

When  Mr.  Gaston  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


t*t  may  yet  have  his  favor 
rjto  will  yield  support  and  rec 
)■  voice  of  the  people  will  be 
df  notwithstanding  all  efforts 


»  t 


Saturday.  January  4. 

John  G.  Jackson,  from  Virginia,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Hanover,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  praying  that  a  tax  may  be  imposed 
upon  domestic  distilled  spirits. 

Mr.  Lefkerts.  of  New  York,  presented  the 
petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  on  be- 
half of  themselves  and  their  associates,  praying 
the  incorporation  of  a  National  Bank,  with  a  cap- 
ital of  thirty  millions,  at  such  place  as  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  may  determine,  or  as  shall 
be  designated  in  the  act  of  incorporation  ;  offer- 
ing, among  other  inducements  to  granting  a  char- 
ter, to  loan  to  the  Government  any  amount,  not 
exceeding  one  half  of  its  capital. 

The  petition  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
L..  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  a 
vote  of  57  to  54,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
some  who  desired  to  refer  it  to  a  select  commit- 
tee.—On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  memorial 
was  ordered  to  he  printed — ayes  70. 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  mechanics  and  manufacturers  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  stating  that,  in  their  opinion,  an 
erroneous  consiruction  has  been  put  by  the  collect- 
ors for  the  districtof. New  York. on  theact  layinga 
duty  on  licenses  to  retailersof  foreign  merchandise, 
by  applying  the  same  to  all  the  saddlers,  halters, 
and  other  manufacturers,  who  employ  any  for- 
eign articles,  however  minute,  in  tlieir  manufac- 
ture ;  by  which  construction  they  conceive  them- 
selves aggrieved,  and  pray  that  Congress  will  ex- 
tend :hem  relief  in  the  premises.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Tholp,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  persons  in  Georgia,  praying  that  Con- 
gres>  may  take  into  consideration  the  propriety 
of  improving  the  navigation  from  the  waters  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay  to  St.  Mary's  river,  in  Geor- 
gia.—Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  bill. 

Mr.  Archer  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mary  Philip  Leduc  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Ao-^^'  ^**^^*''  ^^""^  ''*«  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  allowing  compensation 
lor  horses  owned  by  militia  or  volunteers,  and 
killed  or  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
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which  was  read  twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  of  the  21st  ultimo, 
respecting  the  length  of  a  tour  of  militia  duty  ; 
and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  a  revision  of  the  militia  system, 

Mr.  Bond,  from  a  select  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  opening  a  road  from  Sbawa- 
nee  town,  on  the  Ohio  river,  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, to  the  United  States'  saline,  and  from 
thence  to  the  town  of  Kaskaskia  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  I  nited  States  of  America  in  Confess  as- 
sembled. That  the  President  of  the  United  btates  be 
requested  to  present  to  tlie  nearest  male  relative  of 
Captain  James  Lawrence,  a  gold  medal,  and  a  silver 
medal  to  each  of  the  commiishioned  officers  who  served 
tinder  him  in  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  in  her  conflict 
with  the  British  vessel  of  war,  "the  Peacock,"  in  tes- 
timony of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of 
the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew 
in  the  capture  of  that  vessel :  and  the  President  is  also 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  nearest  relative  of 
Captain  Lawrence,  the  sense  which  Congress  enter- 
tains of  the  loss  which  the  Naval  service  of  the  United 
Suies  has  since  sustained  in  the  death  of  that  distin- 
guished officer. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  reso- 
lutions from  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  brilliant 
achievement  of  Lieutenants  Burrows  and  McCall. 
and  expressive  of  the  sense  entertained  by  Con- 
gress of  the  conduct  of  Capiain  Perry,  his  officers 
and  men,  in  the  capture  of  the  British  fleet  on 
Lake  Erie. 

The  bill  making  certain  partial  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1814,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Some  discussion  took  place  in  Committee  of 
the  W' hole,  not  on  the  bill,  but  on  a  complaint  of 
Mr.  Pitkin,  that  the  general  estimates  for  the  en- 
suing year  had  not  yet  been  laid  before  the 
House.  In  reply,  it  was  remarked  by  Mr.  Eppes. 
that  the  course  now  proposed  was  not  novel,  but 
had  frequently  before  taken  place,  of  making  a 
partial  appropriation,  when  necessary,  before  the 
general  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  were 
made  out. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Boone  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

-NAVAL  EXPLOITS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowkdes,  of  South  Caroli- 
na, the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  merits  of  several  of  our 
naval  heroes,  who  p.irticularly  distinguished 
themselves  during  the  past  Summer. 


Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that  be  should  be  inexcu- 
sable if  he  were  long  to  detain  the  Committee 
from  the  vote — he  hoped  the  unanimous  vote — 
which  they  were  prepared  to  give  upon  the  reso- 
lutions. The  victories  to  which  they  refer  were, 
indeed,  of  unequal  magnitude  and  importance  v 
but,  the  least  important  of  them,  if  it  had  beea 
obtained  by  the  subjects  of  any  Government  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  would  have  been  heard, 
with  admiration,  and  rewarded  with  munificence.. 
The  action  between  the  Enterprise  and  the  Boxer, 
from  which  the  public  eye  appears  to  have  been. 
withdrawn  by  the  greater  magnitude  and  the  con- 
fessedly superior  splendor  of  a  more  recent  vic- 
tory— this  action  has  shown,  as  conclusively  as» 
contest  between  single  ships  could  show,  the  supe- 
riority of  American  officers  and  seamen  over  those 
of  the  nation  which  the  continued  success  of  a 
century  has  proved  to  be  superior  to  all  the  rest 
of  the  world  in  naval  warfare.  Although  Lieu- 
tenant Burrows  was  mortally  wounded,  early  in 
this  action,  yet.  the  skill  and  gallantry  with  which 
he  commenced  it,  leave  no  doubt,  that  if  he  had 
been  longer  spared  to  the  wishes  and  the  wants  of  his 
country,  the  same  brilliant  success  which  resulted 
would  have  been  o'ltained  under  his  command; 
while  the  ability  with  which  Lieutenant  McCall 
continued  and  completed  the  contest,  assures  to 
him  as  distinguished  a  fame  as  if  he  liad  carried 
the  vessel  into  action.  The  loss  of  a  commander, 
indeed,  may  fairly  be  considered  as  rendering  a 
victory  more  honorable  to  a  successor,  because  it 
must  render  it  more  difficult:  it  may  be  expected 
to  confuse,  though  it  does  not  depress.  But,  the 
victory,  which  was  achieved  in  forty  minutes, 
with  a  disparity  in  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  which 
there  are  other  examples  in  American  history- 
such  a  victory  could  only  have  been  achieved  by 
men  who  did  not  lose  for  a  moment  their  confi- 
dence, or  their  cool  intrepidity. 

Of  the  victory  of  Lake  Erie,  Mr.  L.  said,  that  it 
was  more  difficult  to  speak.  It  was  impossible  for 
him  to  speak  in  terms  which  could  convey  any 
adequate  conception  of  the  importance  of  the  vic- 
tory— of  the  unrivalled  excellence  of  the  officers — 
of  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  The  documents 
referred  to  the  committee  sufficiently  prove  that 
superiority  of  force  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
which  would  have  insured  their  victory,  if  it  were 
not  the  appropriate  character  of  military  genius 
to  refute  the  calculations  which  rely  on  the  su- 
periority of  force.  Nor  was  the  victory  obtained 
over  an  unskilful  or  a  pusillanimous  enemy.  The 
English  officers  were  brave  and  experienced,  and 
the  slaughter  on  board  their  vessels,  before  they 
were  surrendered,  sufficiently  attests  the  bravery 
of  their  seamen.  They  were  skilful  officers,  sub- 
dued by  the  ascendency  of  still  superior  skill. 
They  were  a  brave  foe,  who  yielded  to  one  yet 
braver. 

There  wa:j  one  characteristic  of  this  action, 
Mr.  L.  said,  which  seemed  to  him  so  strongly  to 
distinguish  ic,  that  he  could  not  forbear  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  it  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. He  knew  not  an  instance  in  naval  or  mil- 
itary history  in  which  the  success  of  the  contest 
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jkippeared  so  obTiousIy  to  result  from  the  personal  |  satisfaction  he  felt  at  the  very  handsome  aAd  elo- 

ftclofthe  commander  as  in  this.     When  the  crew    quent  manner  in  which  the  gentleman  from  South 

hfCapiain  Perry's  vessel  lav  bleedingaroundhira;    Carolina   had  acquitted   himself  in  the  ohserva- 

When  his  ship  was  a  defenceless  hospital  ;  if  be    tions  he  had  just  made.     It  would    indeed   have 

jiad  wanted— not  courage,  which  in  an  American  I  illy  become   the   Representatives  of  the  i>eoDle 

J.fficerlurmsnodistinction— but.  if  he  had  wanted  j  when   every  city  on    the  continent   had  almost 

^hat  feriiliiy  of  resource  which  extracts  from  dis-  I  literally  blazed  with  joy  on  the  occasion  of  these 

'.  ,sti*r  tl..-  means  of  succes^  and  glory,  he  did  not    victories,  to  have  remained  silent  on  this  subject 

2  ay,.if  he  had  surrendered  his  ship,  but  if  he  had  \  Our  ships  on  the  ocean,  commanded  by  the  most' 

vbsHinately  defended  her;  if  he  had  gone  down  i  gallant  offiers  in  the  world,   had  already  shown 

;  trapped  in  his  flag  ;  if  he  had  pursued  any  ether    what  American    tars  could  do,  ship  to  shin      It 

,  oiiduct  than  that  which  he  did  pursue,  his  asso-    remained  for  the  heroof  Erie  to  exhibit  to  them  an 

laies  might  have  emulated  his  desperate  cour-    awful  lesson  of  our  capacity  to  fight  in  a  squad- 

ge    but  they  must  have  shared   his  fate.     The  \  run  against,  not  only  an  equal  but  superior  force 

Sltle  was  lost.  ,         .        '  ^  .i  I^  he  were  to  relate  the  circumstances  which,  in 

:    ^ow  examine  any  other  viciorv.  bowever  bril-    hi-^  opinion,  most  distinguished  the  nero  of  that 

•  Tr  y-  '"  '^'  u*"'t  °V^%^''';  ^"''^  ^''•''°"  '  ^^"'^'  ^'-  C-  said,  he  should  certainly  refer  to 
arf  fallen  even  by  the  first  fire,  does  any  man  j  that  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
d.eve  that  It  woiHd  have  affected  the  result  of  I  Carolina.  Imagine  to  yourself,  said  he,  this  val- 
^,e  con.est?  In  the  battle  of  Trafalgar  he  did  ,  uable  officer  in  the  hour  of  peril,  his  vessel  a  wreck 
.11.  and  victory  never  tor  a  moment  fluttered  her  deck  strewed  with  the  raan<T|ed  bodies  of  his 
?'*LV'^^  V!,'^''''.  *"".  chosen  eyry-the  Brit- 1  dead  and  dying  comrades,  and  admire  with  me 

the  cool  intrepidity  and  consummate  skill  with 
which  he  seized  the  propitious  moment,  changed 
his  station,  and,  aided  by  his  gallant  second  in 
command,  and  only  second  in  merit,  pressed  for- 
ward to  fame  and  to  victory.  Such  an  action,  it 
has   been  well   said,   has   scarcely  its  parallel  ia 


jih  mast.  And,  not  only  in  this  view  was  the 
uctory  of  Captain  Perry  unrivalled,  but,  in  the 
i  flportaiice  even  of  its  immediate  consequences. 
I  l'  knew  none  in  the  modern  history  of  naval  war- 
ire  that  could  be  compared  with  it.  An  impor- 
X  nt  territory  immediately  rescued  from  the  grasp 

t  \  English  power-uppermost,  Canada  conquer-  |  history!     The  importance  of  victory  can  be  more 
ijl,  or  prepared  for  conquest;  an  ocean  secured    readily  realized,  when  we  look  at  its  consequen- 

It  led  to  the  victory  on   land,   by  which  a 


f  om  the  intrusion  of  every  foreign  flag;  a  fron-  j  ces. 

t  et  of  a  thousand  miles  relieved  from  the  hostil-    territory  was  delivered,  and  a  province  conquered 

1  y  of  the  most  dreadful  toe  that  civilized   man    '^'    ' '  ■     .        r.  m 

las  ever  known!  Nay,  further.  Captain  Perry 
«  jd  his  gallant  associates  have  not  only  given  us 
\  ictory  in  one  quarter,  but  shown  us  how  to  obtain 
i  ir:  another  yet  more  important.  How  deep  is 
j!  )W  the  impression  on  every  mind  that  we  want 
a  ship^  to  give  our  fleet  on  the  Atlantic  the  suc- 

fss  whi-h  has  hitherto  attended  our  single  vessels! 
''e  want  but  ships;    we  want,  then,  but  time. 
ever  had  a  nation,  when  first  obliged  to  engage 
i*  the  defence  of  naval  rights  by  naval  means — 
J  I'ver  had  such  a  nation    the  advantages  or  the 


No  longer  is  the  patriotic  soldier,  whose  safety 
ought  to  be  guarded  by  all  the  principles  of  honor 
and  of  modern  warfare,  to  be  delivered  over  in 
cold  blood  to  the  merciless  tomahawk.  No  longer 
the  mother  wakes  to  the  agonizing  spectacle  of 
her  child  torn  from  her  breast,  and  immolated  to 
savasie  brutality.  Here,  sir,  said  he.  the  conse- 
quences of  that  victory  are  most  conspicuous; 
and.  coming  from  a  country  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  scene  of  action,  and  so  sensibly  alire  to  its 
consequences,  I  could  not  forbear  expressing  ray 
J  r  a,,  .     i  r     r      o  h'gh  satisfaction   at  giving  my   vote  in  favor  of 

(Access  of  ours.  The  naval  glory  of  other  States  [  the^e  propositions.  Mr.  C.  could  not  sit  down 
s  risen  by  continued  effort— by  slow  gradation;  I  he  said,  without  expressing  his  pleasure  at  find- 
it  of  the  United  States,  almost  without  a  dawn,  ing  that  the  name  of  Elliott  was  coupled  with 
s  bur.t  upon  the  world  in  all  the  sudden  splen-  \  that  of  Perry.  Lieutenant  Elliott  had  given  in 
r  of  a  tropical  d^jy.  To  such  men  we  can  do  j  the  capture  of  the  British  brig  Detroit,  bst  VVin- 
Unor  All  records  of  the  present  tirne  must  ler,  a  promise  oi"  future  greatness  m  the  line  of 
11.  lost-history  must  be  a  fable  or  a  blank-or  his  profession.  The  admirable  manner  in  which 
t  eir  fame  is  secure.  To  the  naval  character  of  |  he  had  iu  the  battle  of  Erie  seconded  his  brave 
t  e  country  our  votes  can  do  no  honor,  but.  we  commander,  attested  the  propriety  of  ct 
I!  <«y  secure  ourselves  from  the  imputation  of  i  his  name  in  their  resolve  with  that  of  tl 
ii  seasibility  to  its  merit — we  can  express  our  ad-  '  the  Lake 
t  .ratio,,  and  our  gratitude.  ,      The  Committee   then  rose   and   reported   the 

;  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying  that  the  resolution  ,  resolutions;  which  were,  by  the  House,  ordered 
r^  .sp«cting  the  capture  of  the  Peacock,  proposed  ,  to  a  third  reading  to-day 

b    the  committee  oj-  the  House,  was  the  u^ual  ex-        They  were  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  and 
I^  ession  ot  approb*iion  which,  in  similar  mstan-  ,  unanimously  passed, 
n  s.  had  never  been  omitted  ;  it  was  an  inadequate  ' 

T"  emoriul  of  the  m»>rit  of  an  officer  who  devoted       A.MEND.MEXT  TO  THE  CONSTITL'TION. 
h  s  life. o  the  honor  of  h.s  country.     ^       .^  i      On  motion  of  Mr.  Picke.ns.  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ktntueky,  (Speaker,)  said  that,  j  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Coramit- 
I  lore  ti.e  question  was  put  the  Chairman  must  tee  of  the  Whole,  on  Mr.  Pickens's  resolutions 
i^  -ow  him  an  opportunity  of  expressing  the  high  j  to  amend  the  Constitution,  so  as   to  establish  a 
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uniform  mode  of  election  of  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  in  support  of  the  resolution, 
and  Mr.  Shipherd  against  it.  Mr.  Pickens 
made  a  few  remarks  in  reply. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the 'resolution. 
The  vote  was — for  the  resolve  57,  against  it  70. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  disa- 
greement to  the  resolution,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wednesday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  authorizing 
the  laying  off  into  lots,  and  the  Male  of  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  ground  lying  between  the 
Capitol  and  the  Potomac  river,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  said  ground  may  be  applied  to  altering 
the  course  of  the  canal,  and  filling  up  certain 
mar'^hy  grounds. —  Referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  Di.^trict  ot  Columbi.i. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson.  the  petition  of 
Amey  Dardin.  presented  on  the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1801,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  a  select  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  electing 
Senators  and  Representatives  to  Congress;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  following  proposition  Va^mend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  was  submitted  by 
•Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives uf  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  That 
the  followinfi;  articles  be  propo»ed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  ^Slates,  as  auiendin«nt.x  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  each  of  which,  when  ratified 
by  three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution : 

I.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  a  tax  or  duty, 
not  exceeding  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem,  on  articles 
exported  from  any  State. 

"i.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  roads  in  any 
State. 

3.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  canals  in  any 
State,  with  the  consent  of  the  State  within  which  the 
same  shall  be  made. 

1.  Congress  shall  have  fKtwer  to  establish  a  national 
bank,  with  branches  thereof,  in  any  State. 

The  engrossed  resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant 
exploit  of  the  deceased  Captain  Lawrence  and 
the  crew  of  the  Hornet,  in  the  capture  of  the 
British  brig  Peacock,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  KiLBOCRN,  of  Ohio,  by  way  of  again  intro- 
ducing to  the  attention  of  the  House  a  subject 
which  had  been  presented  to  their  notice  at  the 
last  session  but  not  finally  acted  on.  moved  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  more  effectually,  and 


in  a  manner  more  economical,  for  the  protection  of 
the  Northwestern  frontier  of  the  L'nited  States  against 
the  incursions  of  savages  and  other  enemies,  bv  grant- 
ing donations  of  land  to  actual  settlers,  and  for  public 
purposes,  in  such  situations  as  may  best  promot*  the 
ends  proposed,  in  the  northerly  and  westerly  part  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  of  the  Territories  of  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
j)ort  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  resolve  so 
as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Military  Committee ; 
and,  thus  amended,  the  resolve  was  passed. 

.APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  certain  partial  ap- 
propriations for  the  service  of  the  year  1814.  was 
read  a  third  time.  [The  main  appropriation  in 
thv  bill  is  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  on 
acoouiit  of  the  expense  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment.] 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow,  with  a  view,  if  the  annual  esti- 
mates were  not  then  received,  to  move  its  post- 
ponement from  day  to  day  until  they  were  re- 
ceived. He  conid  not  conceive  why  the  esti- 
mates had  not  at  least  accompanied,  if  not  pre- 
ceded, the  demand  for  an  appropriation  of  money. 
It  would  be  with  an  ill  grace  that  the  head  of  the 
War  Department  could  assign  his  absence  from 
the  seal  of  Government  as  a  reason  for  their  not 
being  prepared,  if  such  should  be  the  fact.  Be 
the  cause  what  it  might,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  pass  the  bill,  until  the  estimates  were 
received. 

The  postponement  was  also  advocated  by  Mr. 
Grosvenor,  who  exhorted  the  House,  as  guar- 
dians of  the  public  purse,  to  use  the  power  in  their 
hands  of  refusing  supplies,  in  order  to  coerce 
the  production  of  the  necessary  estimates.  The 
mere  demand  from  the  Head  of  the  Department 
was  not.  in  his  view,  sufficient  warrant  to  justify 
the  appropriation  of  money,  even  if  a  confidence 
were  reposed  in  the  call  of  such  officer,  which 
for  his  part  he  did  not  feel. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Troop,  of 
Georgia,  stated  in  reply,  as  was  stated  yester- 
day by  Mr.  E.,  that  the  course  was  by  no  means 
novel,  of  anticipating  the  regular  annual  general 
appropriation  by  partial  appropriations  for  par- 
ticular objects;  that  this  appropriation  had  been 
recommended  bv  a  letter  from  the  head  of  the 
Department  of  War.  in  which  it  is  staged,  that 
the  appropriation  for  the  year  1813  having  been 
expended. a  partial  appropriation  for  the  year  1814. 
similar  to  that  made  last  year,  was  essential  to 
tht?  public  service;  that  the  appropriation  at  this 
time  destroyed  no  accountability  for  past  or  fu- 
ture expenditure,  and  sanctioned  no  application 
of  public  money  except  to  objects  already  author- 
ized by  law.  &c. 

Some  incidental  desultory  discussion  took  place 
on  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  of  last  year, 
dec,  not  generally  interesting.  In  the  course  of 
it,  Mr.  Cheveh  of  South  Carolina  said  he  should 
give  a  reluctant  vote  for  the  bill,  inasmuch  as 
the  estimates  were  not  before  the  House ;  and  Mr. 
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Post  declared  that  it  was  not  his  object,  nor,  he 
believed,  that  of;  those  who  voted  with  hiin,  to 
refuse  the  necessary  supplies ;  but  merely  to  lay 
o*er  the  bill  until  the  estimates  should  be  laid 
b«}fore  the  HajtSe. 

The  question  on  the  motion  for  postponement 
was  decided  by  yoas  and  nays  as  follows  :  For  the 

'  postponement  57,  agaiusi  it  104,    So  the  motion 

;  'Wis  lo>t. 
I    The  bill  passed  without  further  opposition,  and 
wts  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

;»    \.MKNDME\T  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

;  The  House  resumed  the  order  of  the  day  on 
J  ihe  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
;  (he  proposed  ameiidment  to  the  Constitution,  for 
Inakinji  uniform  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors 
')f  President  and  Vice  President.  The  report  of 
he  commiiiee  is  against  the  resolution. 
Mr.  (jholbo.n  said,  in  substance,  that  as  he  el- 
ected to  vote  on    the  question   before  the  House 


raendation  in  this  way  of  Electors  to  the  people 
I  would  prefer  that  the  people  themselves  shoulj 
select  by  districts,  and  within  their  acquaintance 
their  own  immediate  responsible  agents  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  a  President.  Thus  we 
should  have  a  system  at  once  uniform  and  na- 
tional, and  referring  directly  to  the  people  for 
their  decision.  And  in  all  cases  I  would  prefer 
a  decision  by  the  people,  where  it  is  practicable 
and  can  be  fairly  expressed. 

Let  It  not  be  understood  that  I  am  fond  of  an 
innovation,  or  that  I  would  encourage  frequent 
Constitutional  amendments.  No.  sir;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  have  with  much  retiection  adopted  it  as 
a  fixed  principle,  that,  in  a  Government  whose 
form  is  a  pure  representative  democracy,  I  would 
make  no  change  in  the  Constitution  except  such 
as  should  be  suggested  by  practical  experience. 
I  never  would  alter  a  Republican  Constitution 
merely  for  the  sake  of  theorizing.     Testing  the 

-.      .  .       —;-■-•— "v,»,o„  ,  operations  of  our  Constitutional  provision  on  the 

lUerei.  ly  Irom  a  large  majority  of  his  colleagues,  |  subject  now  before  the  House  by  this  maxim  the 
.e  would  beg  permission  very  succinctly  to  as- I  question  arises  whether  any  partial  inconveni- 
ignso^neofthe  'easons  by  which  he  was  gov-  ences  have  resulted.  It  is  perfectly  notorious  that 
U  \a  /-  r^asofls  which  operate  on  my  mind,  such  inconveniences  have  taken  place  and  thev 
aid  Mr.  O.  are  n«l  such  as  have  been  resorted  to    require  to  be  remedied.     They  need  not  be  recited. 

Imh.JiKJ'.f  V'  K^P''""',"'"^^P'°^°^^^'°"  I  '  ^"'  J"^"^*"^  ^y  "P^rience  in  saying  I  would 
bmitied  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  iNorth  take  as  little  power  out  of  ti.e  hands  of  fhe  people 
.arohna,  (Mr.  P.oKENS,    because  it  will  tend  to  !  as  possible,     i  would   restore  it   to  thern   in    this 


Utionalize  the  insutulions  of  the  country  to  which 
t  relates,  and  will  give  to  them  a  more  federative 
».-publi(Mn  form.  At  present  the  Electors  of  the 
ttnef  Magistrate  of  the  nation  are  chosen  by  the 
variant  modes  of  eighteen  distinct  independent 
jtate  sovereignties.     In  some  States  the  choice 


case— I  would  not  deprive  them  of  the  imjKirtanl 
privilege  embraced   and   secured   to  them  by  the 

5.    _  .„..„.   ^^.  ,..c3ciii  lut  i:,itciors  oi  me  |  amendment  before  us.     There  is  no  necessity  for 

tnel  Magistrate  of  the  nation  are  chosen  by  the  j  withholding  it,  and  it  is  at  least  as  likely  to  be 
variant  modes  of  eighteen  distinct  independent  exercised  with  safety  by  the  people  as  in  anv 
,tate  sovereignties.  In  some  States  the  choice  other  way.  I  therefore  hope  the  amendment  will 
^  t^y  the  Legislatures  thereof;  in  some  by  gen-     be  adopted. 

ral  ticket;  in  others  by  districts,  &c.     Now,  it        Mr.   Wright,  Mr.  M.ico.n,  and  Mr    Alston 

,  pxrtecily  manilest,  that  where  those  who  are  I  spoke  against  the  report;  when  the  further  con- 

)  ^ppomt  the  President  are  themselves  thus  se-  i  sideration  of  the  report  was  postponed  to  lo-mor- 

'cied,  the  election  of  a  President  may  not  be  sub-    row.  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gasto.n   that   he 

taiitiaily  and  unequivocally  by  the  people.  There     had   understood    that   some   gentlemen  who   had 

no  certainty  or  assurance  that  Electors  chosen     voted  against  tne  amendment  were   friendly  to 

y   the  btate  Legislatures,  for   instance,   would     the  principle  of  the  proposed  amendment  but  op- 

lect  the  same  person  for  President  as  would  the  i  posed  to  its  detail ;  .ind  that,  beintr  desirous  that 

_ 'ople,  or  persons  immediately  appointed  by  them  ,  the  principle  should   be   fairly  tried,  he   wished 

§"lfnw/"^r'^'  ,       V.     r  .       ",'"*'   ''^  prepare  an   amendment    which    should 

-  Under  the  presrnt  mode,  the  fact  cannot  be  i  place  the  principle  directly  before  the  House 
«j>ncealed,  and  I  aQi  far  from  attempting  to  dis- 
*iise  it,  that  recourse  must  of  necessity  be  had 
the  ai,'ency  of  bodies  called  caucusses — and  I 

r  not  know,  sir,  lioder  the  present  arrangement 

|)W  they  could  be  avoided.     The  custom,  for  ex- 
iple,  in  the  States  choosing  Electors  by  general 

:;ket,  is  for  the  I^egislatures  of  such   States  to 

[eel  informally,  inat  is  in  caucus,  and  to  desig- 

hte  and  recommeqd  to  the  people  certain  persois 

If  the  most  part  auknown  to  them,  to  be  Elec- 

Frs  ;  and  these  persons  are  accordingly  uniformly 


THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipcdicncy  of  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  8ute« 
to  keep  hu  otficc  at  the  seat  of  Government  during 
the  ssesion  of  Congress  ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

.       .        •       ,        ,       ,    o-/ 3         Mr.  T.  observed  that  it  would  seem  to  be  ne- 

osen  by  the  people.     In  this  case  the  right  of    cessary,  from  the  experience  of  the  House  that 
.ction  IS  virtually,  exercised  by  the  Legislatures,  ;  the  lai  officer  should    be  presen     dunn.  uL  ses 
d  only  formally  hy  the  people      This  is  obvious    sions.     In  most  of  the  States,  the  law  offi'cer  was 
every  gentleman.     It   would    be   uncandid  to    required  to  be  present  durinVthesesMons  of  th^" 
ny  It.     Here   th.n,  not  mtenlionally.  but  from  '  Legislatures,  and  all  papers  m vol vrnTwa  que  . 


I 


jachrai-nt  on  the  privileges  of  the  citizen.    Now 
without  any  previous  nomination,  or  recom 


on.     The  vast  importance  of  the  acts  frequently 
before  Congress,  and   their  bearing  on  pre- exist- 
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ing  laws,  seemed  to  render  it  especially  neces- 
sary that  such  an  officer  should  be  present  at  this 
place  during  the  sessions  of  Congress;  and  to 
bring  the  subject  before  the  House,  he  had  moved 
this  inquiry. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  7ih  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
within  the  United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Taylor  observed  that  the  Legislature  in 
New  York  holds  but  one  session  annually,  which 
commences  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  January,  and 
that  the  bill  is  intended  to  give  to  New  York  the 
same  privilege  of  electing  to  pay  its  quota  of  the 
direct  tax  into  the  Treasury  ?is  has  been  enjoyed 
by  other  States  under  the  seventh  section  of  the 
act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the 
United  States. 

The  obvious  propriety  of  passing  the  bill  was 
evident  from  the  same  consideration  which  in- 
duced the  iutroduction  of  the  general  principle 
of  State  assumption  into  the  act  of  last  session. 
But  there  was  another  consideration,  intimately 
connected  with  the  original  compact  between 
the  Slates,  lo  which  he  besrged  leave  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Committee.  The  Federal  Con- 
stitution was  ratified  in  convention  by  most  of 
the  States  between  the  Autumn  of  1787  and  the 
Spring  of  178S.  New  York  was  among  the  last 
Slates  adopting  it.  If  his  memory  served  him, 
it  was  last  except  North  Carolina,  the  Conven- 
tion in  the  latter  State  having  closed  its  session 
on  the  first  of  August,  and  in  the  former  on  the 
26th  of  July,  1788.  Considerations  connected 
with  the  general  power  vested  in  Congress  by 
the  Constitution  lo  lay  and  collect  direct  taxes, 
had  among  others  in  the  State  of  New  York  an 
effect  to  retard  its  ratification.  And  when  the 
Convention  finally  yielded  their  assent,  they 
look  care  in  the  same  document  to  enjoin  it  upon 
their  Representatives  in  Congress  to  exert  all 
tbeir  infiuence.  and  use  ail  reasonable  means  to 
obtain  a  ratification  of  several  amendments, 
among  which  is  the  following: 

"  That  Congress  do  not  lay  direct  taxes  but  when 
the  moneys  arising  from  the  impost  and  exci.se  shall 
be  insufficient  for  the  puldic  exigencies,  nor  then  until 
Congress  shall  first  have  made  a  requisition  upon  the 
States  to  assess,  levy,  and  pay  their  respective  propor- 
tions of  such  requisition  agreeably  to  the  census  hxed 
in  the  said  Constitution,  in  such  way  and  manner  as 
the  Legislature  of  the  respective  States  shall  judge 
best ;  and  in  such  case,  if  any  StRte  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  pay  its  proportion,  pursuant  to  such  requisi- 
tion, then  Congress  may  assess  and  levy  such  State 
proportion  together  with  interest  at  tlie  rate  of  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  payment  pre- 
scribed in  such  requisition." 

The  same  Convention  expressed  their  confi- 
dence that  all  laws  in  the  meantime  to  be  passed 
by  Congress,  would  conform  to  the  spirit  of  that 
and  the  other  ameudments,  as  far  as  the  Coosti- 


tutioQ  would  admit.  A  conviction  of  the  pro- 
priety of  such  amendment  was  not  )>eculiar  to 
New  York.  An  amendment  was  recommended 
by  the  Convention  of  North  Carolina  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

"  When  Congress  shall  lay  direct  taxes,  they  shall 
iramediatrly  inform  the  F^xecutive  power  of  each 
State  of  the  quota  of  such  State,  according  to  the  cen- 
sus herein  directed,  which  is  proposed  to  be  thereby 
raised  ;  and  if  the  Legislature  of  any  Slate  shall  pass 
a  law,  which  shall  be  etTectual  for  raising  such  quota 
at  the  time  required  by  Congress,  the  taxes  laid  by 
Congress  shall  not  be  collected  in  such  State." 

An  amendment  in  the  same  words  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  accompa- 
nied with  an  injunction  upon  their  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  to  use  all  reasonable  and  legal 
piethods  to  obtain  its  ratification. 

The  Convention  of  South  Carolina  accompa- 
nied their  ratification  of  the  Constitution  with 
resolutions: 

"  That  the  General  Government  of  the  United 
States  ou^ht  never  to  impose  direct  taxes  but  when 
the  moneys  arising  from  the  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cise, are  insufRcient  for  the  pubhc  exigencies,  nor  then 
until  Congress  shall  have  made  a  requisition  upon  the 
States  lo  assess,  levy,  and  pay  iheir  respective  propor- 
tions of  such  requisitions." 

And  "  That  it  be  a  standing  instruction  to  all  such 
delegates  as  may  hereafter  be  elected  to  represent  this 
State  in  the  General  Government,  to  exert  their  ut- 
most abilities  and  influence  to  effect  an  alteration  of 
the  (Constitution,  conformably  to  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion." 

The  Convention  of  New  Hampshire  proposed 
an  amendment  embracing  the  same  principle, 
and  in  nearly  the  same  words,  as  that  of  New 
York.  Even  Massachusetts,  at  that  time  distin- 
guished among  the  States  for  her  attachment  lo 
the  general  interest  of  the  Confederation,  and 
having  given  the  most  signal  examples  of  her 
confidence  in  ll^e  General  Government,  did  not 
ratify  the  Federal  Constitution  without  recom- 
mending the  same  amendment  proposed  by  New 
York.  The  direct  tax  for  the  ensuing  year  has 
already  been  assumed  by  several  States.  He 
did  not  speak  from  authority,  but  it  was  under- 
stood that  it  had  been  assumed  by  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  making  an  aggregate  in  ainouut  of 
about  oue-third  part  of  the  whole  tax.  He  wished 
to  afford  to  New  York  the  same  privilege  as  had 
been  enjoyed  by  other  States,  and  such  was  the 
object  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Robertson  remarked  that  from  the  ex- 
tent of  territory  of  the  State  which  he  repre- 
sented, and  the  very  small  compensation  attached 
to  these  offices,  it  would  be  impossible  in  that 
Stale  lo  gel  proper  persons  to  accept  the  office 
either  of  assessor  or  collector  ;  so  that  the  only 
way  in  which  (he  direct  tax  could  be  collected  in 
that  State,  would  be  by  the  interposition  of  the 
Legislature.  But  that  Assembly  did  not  meet 
until  this  month ;  so  that  the  law  as  it  now  stood 
would  not  embrace  the  case  of  Louisiana.  He 
proposed,  therefore,   to  amend   the  bill  so  as  to 
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extend  the  time  but,  not  having  his  amendment  '  live  to  the  brilliant  achievement  of  Captain  James 
ready,  must  defer  the  motion  to  a  future  oppor-  |  Lawrence,  in  the  capture  of  the  British  vessel  of 
?uniiy.  I  war  Peacock." 

Alter  an  observation  from  Mr.  Taylor,  that  ,      The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
an  understanding  with   the  constituted  authori-  '  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mr 
ties  ol  that  Slate  might  obviate  the  necessity  of    Pickens's  motion  ;  which  was  debated  for  som^' 
legal  provisions  m  relation  to  its  quota,  as  it  was    time   by  Mr.  Grosvenor  in  opposition   and  Mr 


generally  under;  tood  the  State  would^  as.su me  its 
proportion,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
'  bill;    which   wa*  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


M 


Thtrsday,  January  10 
KiLBODRN  and   Mr.   Jenni.ng3  severally 


Gaston  and  Mr.  Pickering  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Constitution.    Mr.  Mdh- 
FREE  also  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  an  uniform 
choice  of  Electors,  not  by  districts,  as  proposed 
but  by  the  State  Legislatures.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 

Jieaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 


Mr.   MLBODRN   and    Mr.   Jenni.ngs   severally        ^ttfoireu.   i  nai  tne  L-ommittee  on  Military  Af- 
presented  petitions  from    sundry  inhabitants  of    '*''"»  l>« 'O'tructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencv 


j  the  several  States  and  Territories  West  of  the 
[Allegany  mountains,  praying  that  donations  of 
jland  may  be  granted  to  actual  settlers  on  the 
[Northwestern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  the 
(better  to  protect  the  said  frontier.— Referred  to 
I  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 


Of  compensating  Captain  William  Hargrove,and 
the  officers  and  privates  under  hi$  command,  for 
services  rendered  the  United  States  as  mounted 
rangers  of  the  Northwestern  frontier. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Oliver  Evans,  and 


On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  Committee  of  .  °'  others,  interested  on  the  subject  of  patent  ter 


Ways   and    Means    were    instructed    to    inquire 

whether  any.  and,  if  any,  what  amendments  are 

necessary  to   the.  laws  laying  and  collecting  a 

^duty  on  imports  and  tonnage,  with  a  view  to  pre- 

I'vent  frauds,  and   more   perfectly    to  secure  the 

revenue  arising  from  this  source,  and  that  the 

coramiitee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 
The  said  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to 

le  on  the  table. 
^    An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  seventh  sec- 
tion of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect 

pi  direct  tax  with>n  the  United  States,''  was  read 

he  third  lime,  and  passed. 
The  tollowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
RESiUENT  or  THE  United  States  : 

To  the  >^naie  and  Nome  of 

Repretentaiivea  of  the  United  States  .- 
I  transmit,  for  tUe  information  of   CongreM,  copies 

of  a  lett.T  trom  the   British  Secretary  of  State  for  For- 
eign AUairs  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  answer 

of  the  loiter. 
J     In  appreciating  the  accepted   proposal  of  the  Gov- 

[■rnnn'nt  of  Great   Uritain  for  instituting  negotiations 

|or  peace.  Congress  will  not  fail  to  keep  in  mind,  that 

figorouB  preparations  for  carrying  on  the  war  can  in 

10  resp^ft  impede   the  progress  to  a  favorable  result ; 

whilst   at  relaxation  of  such  preparations,  should    the     «  "-"v,  .^mico,  wmi  sucii 

vinhes  of  the  United  States  for  a  speedy  restoration  of    niay  be  deemed  expedient 


in  general,  ^nd  Mr.  Evans's  improvements  in 
milling  particularly,  made  a  report,  in  part,  on  the 
petitions  of  the  flour  manufacturers  against  Oli- 
ver Evans's  patent,  concluding  with  a  resolution, 
that  'their  petition  ought  not  to  he  granted." 
This  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk.  of  New 

I  York,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Ingersoll  stated,  also,  for  public  informt- 

:  tion,  that,  in  relation  to  the  subject  at  large  of 
the  extension  of  patent  terms  generally,  it  was 

j  the  committee's  impression  that  it  would  be  inex- 

I  pedient  generally  to  extend  the  terms  of  patent 
rights,  though  an  extension  might  be  due  to  Mr. 

[  Evans's  improvements  of  the  steam  engine.  A 
decision  on  this  question,  however,  had  been  de- 
ferred by  the  committee,  with  a  view  to  afford  an 

I  opportunity  to  persons  claiming  like  indulgence 

1  to  bring  their  claims  before  Congress. 

LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  PROPOSED. 

Mr.  Muhfree  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolred,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tfie  expediency  of  emiiow- 
ermg  by  law  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
one  Lieutenant  General  to  command  llie  Armies  ot  the 
United  States,  witli  such  powers  and  emoluments  as 


he  blesMngs  of  peace  be  disappointed,  would  neces 
arily  bafre  the  mosv  injurious  consequences. 

';  JA.MES  MADISON. 

JA!«f4;aT  6,  1814. 

The  iaid  Message  and  documents  were  read, 
ind  ordired  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An(Jrtier  Message  was  also  received  from  the 
^residetji  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the 
mnual  *eport  of  tlie  Director  of  the  Mint. 

A  me  {sage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
:hat  the;  Senate  have  passed    the   bill    "  making 


Mr.  M.  said,  in  his  opinion  the  result  of  the 
last  campaign  had  disappointed  the  expectations 
of  every  one.  That  opinion  had  been  decid- 
edly expressed  by  this  House,  in  its  recent  vote 
for  inquiry  into  the  causes  which  led  to  the  fail- 
ure of  our  arms.  However  general  might  he  the 
opinion  in  this  House,  it  was  still  more  so  in  the 
nation.  He  hoped  and  trusted  the  inquiry  em- 
braced in  the  resolution  just  alluded  to.  would  be 
so  prosecuted  as  to  show  where  the  blame  really 
rests;  that,  if  misconduct  has  taken  place,  it  may 


»„,,„,„    „„,,;„i   „  ■  r       i  ''^    •"■"■'>*""'•"  ""stuuuuci  nas  laxen  pace,  It  may 

he  vJL/lS  4  '  L^K"^^'      ?"'  ^°'  ''''  ri"!'*^    ^  '""^  ^'  '^'  '^^'^^  "'■  'he  person  by  whor^  it  was 
isk  Ihe  --inlLj^^P  nfTh      m'"'''  '"  ^y^'^  '^'^    committed;  for.  as  the  ma'tter  now'stands,  no  two 

Ive  .Un  n»  "7h^  .  ;"T'-     T^'  ^'°V'  I  ^'''''°'  '°  '^'  "^^"^^  ^""''J  «gree  on  the  causes 

lave  ako  passed,  unammomly.  the  resolution  rela-  |  whence  this  unexpected  result  has  proceeded.  But 
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the  inquiry,  desirable  as  it  is,  thoagb  it  may  point 

out  the  cause  of  recent  failures,  cannot  operate 
any  bene6cial  effects  on  the  next  campaign.  The 
time.  Mr.  M.  said,  was  fast  approaching  wfien 
that  campaign  ought  to  commence,  and,  as  far  as 
he  had  seen,  no  measures,  the  tendency  of  which 
was  to  render  the  ensuing  campaign  luure  suc- 
cessful than  the  last  had  been  adopted.  In  every 
age,  and  under  every  Government,  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  have  some  officer  appointed 
who  should  be  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the 
army,  so  that  it  should  not  require  an  investiga- 
tion of  two  or  three  years  to  a^^certain  who  Wds 
to  blame  for  any  particular  error  or  misconduct. 
Previous  to  the  war  with  F" ranee,  in  1708.  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  have  a  person  of  that  char- 
acter. At  that  period,  Mr.  M.  said,  there  were  a 
great  many  more  of  the  officers  of  our  Revolu- 
tionary army  living  than  there  are  now,  many  of 
whom  held  seats  in  Congress.  He  should  be  jus- 
ti6ed  in  sayin  g.  there  was  at  least  as  much  mili- 
tary talent  m  the  nation  at  that  time  as  there  is 
now  ;  and  if  it  was  at  that  day  expedient,  on  a 
mere  prospect  of  war.  to  appoint  a  Lieutenant 
General,  he  could  not  for  his  own  pari  conceive 
that  the  same  step  was  not  equally  necessary  at 
this  day.  when  war  actually  exists.  It  must,  in- 
deed, be  admitted  on  all  hands,  to  be  more  neces- 
sary now  than  it  was  then.  It  was  a  fact,  he 
said,  of  which  no  gentleman  in  the  House  could 
be  ignorant,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  been 
absent  from  the  seat  of  Government  for  some 
months,  for  the  purpose,  as  report  said,  of  giving 
efl'ect  to  the  operations  of  the  campaign.  If  such 
was  his  object,  what  was  that  but  assuming  upon 
himself  the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief?  If  it 
was  necessary  such  an  office  should  exist,  he  con- 
ceived It  highly  proper  that  another  officer  should 
be  appointed  to  execute  its  duties,  and  that  they 
should  not  devolve  on  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
addition  to  the  important  duties  prescribed  for 
him  to  perform.  It  was  true.  Mr.  M.  said,  that 
he  himself  had  no  pretensions  to  military  know- 
ledge; but,  witliout  making  any  pretension  to  it. 
he  might  be  permitted  to  presume  that  the  same 
men  and  the  same  measures  would,  in  the  next 
campaign,  produce  the  same  result  as  in  the  last ; 
and  he  offered  the  above  resolution  under  the 
hope  that  some  benefit  would  result  from  any 
change  whatever. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
reference  of  this  subject  to  the  military  commit- 
tee; but  he  rose  to  put  the  gentleman  right  as  to 
the  feeling  of  the  House  and  of  the  nation,  which 
he  appears  so  much  to  have  misunderstood.  Have 
the  arms  of  the  United  States  failed  in  the  cam- 
paign ?  Have  we  not,  on  the  contrary,  been  mar- 
vellously successful  ?  We  have  gained  a  province 
taken  from  us.  Is  that  nothing?  I.>ake  Erie,  a 
great  inland  sea,  occupied  by  the  enemy  at  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign,  and  all  its 
shores,  are  ours.  We  conquered  and  took  the 
army  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter;  we  reduced 
all  the  Indian  tribes  under  the  yoke  of  the  United 
States,  and  compelled  them  to  beg  for  subsistence 
for  their  wives  and  children  from  us.   Here  there 


is  a  whole  couniry  emancipated  from  the  British 
sway.     Yes.  sir.  we  regained  a  province  we  had 

lost,  and  conquered  all  Canada  to  the  east  end  of 
Lake  Ontario.  Under  a  Pike,  did  we  not  succeed 
in  taking  York?  Did  we  not  succeed  entirely  in 
everything  previous  to  the  close  of  the  campaign? 
On  Lake  Ontario  the  great  Yeo,  who  was  to  con- 
quer us  with  so  much  facility,  was  driven  into 
port,  and  we  were  in  possession  of  all  the  waters 
of  the  Lake,  with  the  exception  of  the  water  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  harbor  of  Kingston.  Three 
weeks'  storm  and  rain  washed  our  troops  into 
general  sickness  and  debility,  and  yet  they  pro- 
ceeded on.  and  are  even  now  lying  at  the  key  of 
Canada,  and  ready  to  descend  to  Montreal  the 
moment  the  season  permits.  True  it  is.  said  Mr. 
W.,  that  public  expectation  was  raised  to  a  high 
pitch.  What  man  could  do  we  could  achieve  ; 
but  it  was  impossible  lo  war  against  the  elements, 
or  we  should  long  'ere  now  have  been  in  posses- 
sion of  Montreal.  For  his  part,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
attached  no  blame  to  any  one;  and  it  was  cruel, 
on  such  a  subject  as  this,  to  anticipate  judgment 
before  the  evidence  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
decide  was  submitted  to  the  House.  It  was  a 
calumny  to  say  our  arms  had  failed.  We  had 
never  directed  a  blow  that  had  not  its  due  ef- 
fect. But  it  was  said  the  Secretary  of  War  as- 
sumed the  command.  If  a  Lieutenant  General 
be  appointed.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  would  be  as  much 
subordinate  to  the  Secretary  of  War  as  the  pres- 
ent officers  of  the  army  were.  When  the  last 
session  of  Congress  ended,  and  he  could  without 
disadvantage  leave  the  seat  of  Government,  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  left  his  ease  here,  and  vol- 
untarily encountered  all  the  toil  and  fatigue  of  a 
camp  life,  to  contribute  his  best  efforts  to  the  suc- 
cess of  our  arms;  and  was  there  any  man  in  the 
nation  who  would  disap|)rove  his  conduct?  We 
do  injustice,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  the  characters  we 
thus  censure,  and  not  much  credit  to  ourselves. 
The  man  who  undertakes  to  give  an  opinion  with- 
out evidence,  is  not  qualified  to  decide  on  it  whea 
he  has  it  before  him,  for  he  must  be  too  preju- 
diced to  judge  correctly.  Mr.  W.  observed  he 
had  objected  to  the  resolution  passed  the  other 
day,  because  there  had  been  no  failure  of  our 
arms.  No  officer  bad  deserved  condemnation 
until  evidence  appeared  against  him  ;  and  there 
was  no  evidence  against  the  courage  or  conduct 
of  our  army,  which  had  displayed,  not  Roman,  but 
American  valor ;  so  conspicuous,  indeed,  had  been 
the  courage  displayed,  both  by  our  army  and  na- 
vy, that  he  hoped  the  man  who  should  hereafter 
speak  of  Roman  valor,  on  this  floor,  would  be  con- 
sidered as  speaking  in  the  second  degree,  and  not 
the  first. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  said,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  oa  this  resolve,  he  should  prefer 
to  see  the  House  engaged  in  raising  an  army  cal- 
culated to  require  the  command  of  an  officer  of 
so  high  a  grade.  For,  after  all  that  might  be 
said,  and  all  the  inquiry  that  could  be  had,  it 
would  be  found  to  be  owing  to  want  of  soldiers 
more  than  want  of  officers  that  our  army  had  not 
accomplished  all  that  was  expected  of  them  during 
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th.^last  catfjpaigD.  With  a  desire  that  Congress 
sbjuld  firsf;"  organize  a  force  large  enough  for  the 
cclmand.  Ijefore  they  instituted  an  office  of  this 
grJle,  Mr.  F.  moved  that  this  resolution  lie  on 
t()<table. 

J'his  mo^on  was  agreed  to  without  a  division  ; 
SD^  the  re'^olution  lies  over  for  further  cooside- 
rai  »n.        \ 

GJ)VERNOR  CHITTENDEN. 

I  r.  Shal'P,  after  a  nunnber  of  introductory  re- 
mai  its.  ei[4anatory  of  the  laws  n-lating  to  the 
nir-  tia,  whTch  subject  them,  when  in  actual  ser- 
vic  ,  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  place 
the  n.  during  such  time,  in  all  respects  on  the 
foe  ing  of  regular  troops,  adverted  to  the  recent 
pro  :lamati(r>n  of  Gorernor  Chittenden,  of  Ver- 
rn(;  a.  calling  the  miiilia  of  that  Slate  from  the  po- 
siti,  in  assigned  them  by  military  orders.  This  act. 
he  i.aid.  w;js  in  direct  violation  of  the  statute, 
wlj  ::h  raaka-s  it  penal  to  entice  the  soldiers  in  the 
ser  ice  of  the  United  States  to  desert.  This  act 
wa  done,  tpo,  at  a  cjitical  lime,  and  by  a  person 
sta  ding  in  so  conspicuous  a  station  as  to  require 
par  icuiarly  the  punishment  due  to  his  offence. 
Mr  ^.  adverted  to  the  peculiar  station  of  the 
jni  lia  thu.i  ordered  home,  on  a  frontier  requir- 
in<;  their  presence  for  its  protection  ;  and  whence. 
he  aid.  froai  their  character,  they  might,  indeed, 
ha^  ■i  l)een  -expected,  being  the  descendants  of  the 
Gt,  en  M(i"uniain  Boys  who  so  much  dislin- 
gu^hf-d  tht-mselves  during  our  Revolution  un- 
ihe  illustrious  Allen,  to  have  voluntarily 
d  in  the  invasion  t>(  the  territory  of  the  enemy, 
er  the^.?  circumstances,  and  when  their  ser- 
were  most   nee:<]ed,   they  were  invited   by 

^ernor  (Chittenden  to  desert  their  position. 
Hi^condurt  in  this-respect  must  meet  the  de- 
cicMd  repreljension  nyt  only  of  every  member  ot 
ihifHouse,  hue  of  eijery  good  citizen  in  ilie  na- 
tioj.  It  ought  then  to  receive  legal  scrutiny. 
Hi  ^  off'encf  ought  to  be  punished.  lest  our  laws 
sh:  iild  \>e  subject  to  the  remark  which  was  ap- 
pli  J  to  Solon's:  thiit  they  were  like  cobwebs. 
wi  ch  entangled  the  weak,  but  which  the  stronrj 
C0(  1(1  break  through.  To  bring  this  subject  d\^ 
recfiy  before  this  House,  he  offered  the  following 
rej^lutions: 

i  -^Mjlved,  That  the  tnilitia  of  any  of  these  United 
Sta  fn,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  when  lawfully  em- 
plo  "J  in  thi'  service  of  the  United  States,  are  aubject 
to  V  e  aaine  rules  and  articles  as  the  troops  of  the  Uni- 
ted   States. 

/  ,iiulved,  That  every  person  not  subject  to  the  rules 
aiit"  .articles  of  war,  who  shall  procure  or  entice  a 
sol*  *r  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  desert,  in 
gui  y  jf  an  infraction  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates, 
an<    itutiject  to  punishment. 

J  isoired.  That  his  Eicellency  Martin  Chittenden, 
Go  ,rnor  of  the  S'ate  of  Vermont,  by  issuing  his  proc- 
lan  ^tjon,  daled  at  Moretjwlier  on  the  lUth  day  of  No- 
vel, >er,  in  the  year  oJ"  our  Lord  1813,  did  entice 
sol.  er*  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  desert. 
Thi    efore, 

J  n4ved.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  nd  he  is,  hereby,  requested  to  instruct  the  Attor- 
BeJ  General  df  the  United  States  to  institute  a  prose- 
cm    nagain»l  the  said  Martm  Chittenden. 


Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  said  he  had  hoped,  and 
in  so  saying  he  believed  he  expressed  the  sense 
of  the  whole  delegation  from  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, that  these  resolutions  would  not  have  made 
their  appearance.  He  believed  that  very  few 
persons  in  Vermont  approved  of  that  proclama- 
tion. He  was  certain  there  were  none  of  the 
delegation  from  that  Slate  who  approved-  it. 
The  act  was  unjustifiable;  but  it  was  the  act  of 
the  Governor  of  a  State.  The  resolutions  were 
objectionable  in  several  points  of  view,  of  which 
he  would  briefly  notice  only  one  or  two.  If  Gov. 
Chittenden  had  committed  an  offence  against  the 
laws,  he  was  liable  to  the  proper  tribunal.  It  was 
not  proper  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  turn  informers.  The  courts  of  justice 
should  be  as  clear  from  any  improper  influence 
as  possible.  If  the  resolutions  should  be  adopted, 
and  the  weight  of  the  opinion  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  were  such  as  it  ought  to  be,  it 
would  be  conclusive  against  the  individual  con- 
cerned ;  if,  however,  they  failed  in  convicting 
hira.  and  merely  excited  public  sympathy  in  his 
favor  by  their  accusation,  it  would  place  this 
body  in  an  unpleasant,  if  not  ridiculous  point  of 
view.  In  surh  case  the  House  had  no  Constitu- 
tional power;  and  all  resolutions  on  the  subject 
must  be  improper.  As  well  as  for  another  reason  : 
these  resolutions  declare  the  law  to  be  so  and  so, 
and  then  declare  the  Governor  to  have  violated 
the  law.  Now,  said  Mr.  F.,  our  resolutions  nei- 
ther make  or  strengthen  laws,  and  therefore  can 
be  of  no  use.  Viewing  the  resolutions  as  objec- 
tionable in  every  point  of  view,  he  moved  that 
they  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sharp  said,  as  the  delegation  from  Ver- 
mont appeared  to  object  to  the  form  or  principle 
of  these  resolves,  he  had  no  objection  to  let  them 
lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Gru3ve.nor  said,  if.  without  expressing 
any  opinion  on  the  part  of  this  House,  the  reso'- 
lutions  merely  directed  the  Attorney  General  to 
institute  a  prosecution  against  Governor  Chit- 
tenden, he.  for  his  own  part,  would  not  object  to 
them.  He  had  no  objection  to  let  the  Judiciary, 
under  the  Constitution  and  law,  decide  the  ques- 
tion at  once,  whether  the  Governors  who  had 
acted  with  Governor  Chittenden  had  or  had  not 
acted  consiiiutionally.  Without  knowing  what 
was  the  opinion  of  others,  if  that  part  was  ex- 
punged which  threw  the  opinion  of  this  House 
in  the  scale  against  the  gentleman  implicated, 
he  should  not  object  to  a  resolution  which  should 
place  the  question  properly  before  a  judicial  tri- 
bunal, where  alone  it  could  be  correctly  decided. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  was  of  the  same  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  last  up.  but  for  a  diff'erent 
reason.  He  did  not  wish  the  crime  in  question 
to  be  considered  as  the  mere  breach  of  a  penal 
law.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  Consiituiion  of 
the  United  States,  which  defined  the  crime  of 
treason  to  he  levying  war.  &c.,  and  aff'ording  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  He  had  no  idea  of 
confining  the  offence  of  Governor  Chittenden 
either  expressly  or  by  inference  to  the  mere  pec- 
cadillo of  violating  a  law,  whea  he  appeared  to 
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hare  violated  so  much  more  important  and  au- 
thoritative an  instrument. 

Mr.  FiNDLEV  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
resolutions  lying  on  the  table;  but  was  totally 
opposed  to  this  Hou^e  giving  its  opinion  on  the 
law,  or  directing  the  prosecution  of  any  one.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  whole  resolutions,  because  he 
believed  no  good  could  come  of  them,  though  he 
should,  for  the  present,  vote  for  their  lying  on 
the  table. 

The  resolutions  were  then  ordered  to  lie  OQ 
the  table. 


Friday.  January  7. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution 
relative  to  the  brilliant  achievement  of  Captain 
James  Lawrence,  in  the  capture  of  the  Britsh  ves- 
sel of  war  the  Peacock,  was  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War.  transmitting  a  state- 
raent  of  money  appropriated  for  the  Military  De- 
partment, for  the  year  1813,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  called  up  his  amend- 
ment proposed  to  the  Constitution,  which  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


MEMORIAL  OF  PAUL  CUFFE. 

Mr.  Wheaton  presented  a  petition  of  Paul 
Cufl'e.  a  free  colored  man,  who  states,  that,  from 
motives  of  religion  and  humanity,  he  hath  been 
induced  to  attempt  the  civilization  and  amelio- 
ration of  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
African  Continent,  and  prayin?  permission  for  a  i  c^>u"try 


and  having  early  found  implanted  in  his  heart  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity  and  justice,  he  could  but  view  the 
practice  of  his  brethren  of  the  African  race  in  selling 
their  fellow  creatures  into  a  state  of  slavery  for  life  as 
very  inconsistent  with  that  divine  principle  ;  and,  in 
his  mature  age,  having  been  greatly  interested  in  the 
abundant  labor  of  many  pious  individuals,  both  in  thia 
country  and  in  England  to  produce  a  termination  of 
the  wrongs  of  Africa,  by  prohibiting  the  slave  trade, 
and  also  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  degraded  in- 
habitants of  the  land  of  his  ancestors,  he  conceived  it 
a  duty  incumbent  upon  him,  as  a  faithful  steward  of 
the  mercies  he  had  received,  to  give  up  a  portion  of 
his  time  and  his  property  in  visiting  that  country,  and 
affording  such  means  as  might  be  in  his  power  to  pro- 
mote the  improvement  and  civilization  of  the  Africans. 
Under  these  impressions  he  left  his  family,  and  with 
a  sacrifice  of  both  time  and  money  visited  Sierra  Leone, 
and  there  gained  such  information  of  the  country  and 
its  inhabitants,  as  enabled  him  to  form  an  opinion  of 
many  improvements  that  appeared  to  him  essential  to 
the  well-being  of  that  people.  These  he  had  an  op- 
portunity of  communicating  to  several  distinguished 
members  of  the  Royal  African  Institution  in  London, 
and  he  had  the  satisfaction  at  that  tiiue  to  find  that 
his  recommendations  were  approved  by  the  celebrated 
philanthropists,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  William  Wil- 
berforce,  Thomas  Clarkson,  William  Allen,  andotbers, 
and  has  since  learned  that  the  inftilulion  have  so  far 
acceded  to  his  plans  as  to  make  some  special  provision 
to  carry  them  into  effect.  One  of  these  objects  was 
to  keep  up  an  intercourse  with  the  free  people  of  color 
in  the  United  Stales,  in  the  expectation  that  some  per- 
sons of  reputation  would  feel  sufficiently  interested  to 
visit  Africa,  and  endeavor  to  promote  habits  of  indus- 
try, sobriety,  and  frugality,  among  the  natives  of  that 


vessel  to  depart  from  the  United  States,  to  Sierra 
Leone,  for  the  purpose  of  ctrryins  a  nuuiber  of 
families  of  free  colored  people,  to  eff'ect  the  object 
of  his  undertakinj:. — Uoferred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures.  The  memorial 
is  as  follows: 

To  the  Fresidfnt,  Senate, and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  in i ted  States  of  America. 
The  memorial  and  petition  of  Paul  Cuffe,  of  West- 
port,  in  the  State  of  .Massachusetts,  respectfully  show- 
eth,  that  your  memorialist,  actuated  by  motives  which 
he  conceives   are  dictated   by  the  philanthropy  which 


These  views  having  been  commnnicated  by  your 
petitioner  to  the  free  peo|)lo  of  color  in  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  New  Vork,  and  Boston,  they,  with  a  zeal 
becoming  80  important. a  concern,  have  manifested  a 
disposition  to  promote  so  laudable  an  undertaking,  and 
several  families,  whose  characters  promise  usefulness, 
have  come  to  a  conclusion,  if  proper  ways  could  be 
opened,  to  go  to  Africa,  in  order  to  give  their  aid  in 
promoting  the  objects  already  adverted  to.  Your  pe- 
titioner, still  animated  with  a  sincere  desire  of  making 
the  knowledge  he  has  acquired,  and  the  sacrifices  he 
has  already  made,  more  permanently  useful  in  pro- 
moting the  civilization  of  Africa,  solicits  your  aid  so 


is  the  offspring  of  Christian  benevolence,  is  induced  to  ,  far  as  to  grant   permission  that  a  vessel  may  be  em- 


ask  the  patronage  of  the  (iovernment  of  the  United 
States,  in  affording  aid  in  execution  of  a  plan,  which 
he  cherishes  a  hope  may  ultimately  prove  beneficial  to 
his  brethren  of  the  African  race  within  their  native 
climate. 

In  order  to  give  a  complete  view  of  the  object  in 
contemplation,  it  may  not  be  considered  trespassing 
too  much  on  your  time,  to  premise  some  of  the  lead- 
ing circumstances  which   have  led  to  the  present  ap 


ployed  (if  liberty  can  also  be  obtained  from  the  British 
(lovernment)  between  this  country  and  Sierra  Leone, 
to  transport  such  persons  and  families  as  may  be  in- 
clined to  go,  as  also,  some  articles  of  provision,  to- 
gether with  implements  of  husbandry,  and  machinery 
for  some  mechanic  arts,  and  to  bring  back  such  of  the 
native  productions  of  that  country  as  may  be  wanted. 
For  although  pecuniary  profit  does  not  enter  into 
calculation  in  the  object  in  contemplation,  nor  does  it 


plication.     Your  memorialist,  being   a  descendant  of    afford  any  very  promising  prospiecU,  yet,  without  a  little 


Africa,  and  earlv  instructed  in  habits  of  sobriety  and 
industry,  has  (gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  many  fa- 
vors of  a  bountiful  Providence,  both  in  preserving  him 
from  many  of  the  evils  which  the  people  of  his  color 
too  often  have  fallen  into,  ami  also,  by  blessing  his  in- 
dustry with  such  a  portion  of  the  comforts  of  life  as  to 
enable  him  in  some  degree  not  only  to  commiserate, 
but  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  his  fellow  creatures  ; 


aid  from  the  trifling  commerce  of  that  country,  the  ex- 
pense would  fall  too  heavy  on  your  petitioner,  and 
thoi»e  of  his  friends  who  feel  disposed  to  patronize  the 
undertaking.  Your  petitioner  therefore  craves  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  a  concern  which  ap[)ear8  to  him 
very  important  to  a  portion  of  his  fellow  creatures, 
who  have  been  long  excluded  from  the  common  ad- 
vantages of  civilized  life,  and  prays  that  they  wdl  af- 
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J  him  and  hi*  frienJs  such  aid  as  they  in  their  wis- 
1  rnav  iliink  b««t. 
vVith  mufh  respect,  I  am  your  aiwured  friend, 

PAUL  CUFFE. 
\  tit  port,  6th  montti,  1813. 

CL.^IM  OF  REBECCA  HODGSON. 

Ir.  Arc'jier.  froru  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Je  a  rf|rori  oq  th<»  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodg- 
.  which,  was  read,  and  commuted   to  a  Corn- 
ice of  ttije  Wholeoii  Monday  next, 
'he  repcirt  is  as  fallows : 

hat  by  vartue  of  a  lease  dated  on  the  14th  day  of 
ust,  18(iii.  the  hou/eof  a  certain  Joseph  Hodgson, 
inwtie  city  oi  Washington,  was  let  to  Samuel  Dexter, 
Ihjthen  Seiretary  of  V\  ^r,  for  the  term  of  eight  months ; 
inlvhich  lease  the  said  Dexter  covenanted,  for  him- 
seN  and  bis  Kuccessory,  to  keep  the  said  premises  in 
gowJ  and  Hutficient  repair,  ordinary  decay  and  inevi- 
talle  casuahy  excepted:  and  the  same,  so  kept  in  rc- 
,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  to  deliver  up  to  the 
Ho<lg8on ;  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  lease,  Mr. 
D*  :ter  took  possession,  m  the  name  of  the  United 
8t  ;e8,  of  the  building  iind  premises,  and  occupied  the 
•a  e  as  a  ptiblic  office  :  That,  on  the  evening  of  the 
8il  day  of  .November,  1800,  a  fire  communicated  itself 
to  ;ie  housiie,  by  which  it  was  destroyed:  That,  after 
th{  expiration  of  the  term  for  whicii  the  house  had 
bt;  ;i  leased,  Joseph  Hodgson  instituted  a  suit  against 
8l  luel  Dexier  for  an  alleged  breach  of  the  covenant 
CO  tained  in  the  lease,  in  not  dehvering  up  the  prcm- 
is«:  in  good  and  sufficient  repair.  Uut  the  Supreme 
C.  irt  of  the  United  States,  at  February  term,  1803, 
ga  i<  Judgniont  against  the  plaintifT,  on  the  ground,  that 
as  >extcr  wis  a  public  agent  of  the  (Jovernmcnt,  he 
w:,  I  not  resp'^nsible  in  his  personal  and  individual  ca- 
pa  ij.  The  court,  ho'^vever,  in  their  decision  in  this 
ca-  i.  gave  no  opinion  on  the  liabilitv  of  the  United 
St*rt. 

he  present  petitioner  is  the  legal  representative  of 
Jo(  ph  Hodgson,  and  claims  of  the  (Jovernmcnt  dam- 
«g,  equal  u>  the  value  of  the  house,  in  consequence 
of    IS  destruction  by  fir  j. 

I  determining  on  the  legality  of  the  petitioner's 
cit  Q,  it  bect.mes  nece<>sary  to  examine  the  significa- 
tio  and  true  construction  ot  the  words  "inevitable 
ca<  alty,"  and  to  ascertain  whether  the  destruction  of 
thk  house  U>ok  place  hy  such  an  inevitable  casualty  as 
ex  lerates  the  lessee  from  the  operation  of  the  co- 
ve >nt,  for  a  breach  of  which  damages  to  the  lessor 
w(  d  necertsarily  result.  The  acts  of  God,  which 
in:<  ,  be  defined  to  be  such  occurrences  as  could  not 
ha'  nen  by  the  intervention  of  man,  as  storms,  light- 
niTjs,  earthquakes,  and  tempests,  are  very  properly 
deri.tminated  inevitable  casualties.  Uut  the  expression 
caii  not  be  confined  to  those  accidents  alone  which 
bu  }an  efforu  cannot  control ;  for  it  has  l>een  applied 
by;  minent  authority  lo  those  occurrences  which  may 
bei  beaked  or  subdued  by  the  exertion  of  man.  Lord 
Mt  iilield,  the  uniform  correctneAs  of  whose  adminis- 
trh  (on  of  civil  jurispruc'ence  has  been  often  eulogized, 
coj  ;4iders  a  fire  which  originates  without  negligence 
or  lesign,  a>.  an  ineviiilile  accident;  and  Sir  William 
Jo  es,  whokC  style  is  universally  admired  for  its  purity 
ail  precision,  in  dttrer.-nt  passages  in  his  elementary 
tr.  lies  on  bailment,  calls  a  fire  happening  under  the 
■a  le  circum.<tance8  of  accident,  an  inevitable  accident, 
ar  1  an  inevitable  mUchance.  By  these  two  distin- 
g^  *ht:d  jurists,  a  fire  happening  without  negligence 

' '  i 
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or  design,  is  considered  as  an  inevitable  casualty  equally 
with  storms,  lightnings,  or  tempests.  The  true  defi- 
nition, then,  of  the  term  "inevitable  casualty"  may  be 
taken  to  be  such  an  accident  as  cannot  be  aroided  by 
ordinary  care  and  diligence. 

The  next  inquiry  which  presents  itself  for  considera- 
tion is,  whether  the  fire  by  w  hich  the  house  of  Hodgson 
was  destroyed,  took  place  by  negligence,  accident,  or 
design.  In  makins;  their  determination  upon  this  sub- 
ject, your  committee  conceived  themselves  bound  to 
examine,  not  only  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  pe- 
titioner, but  other  testimony,  which,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  journal  of  the  House,  they  found  to  be  in 
existence,  and  to  be  applicable  to  the  case.  On  the 
10th  of  February,  1801,'  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  causes  oi  the  late  fires  in  the  War  and 
Treasury  Departments,  who,  on  the  '28th  of  the  same 
month,  reported  to  the  House  a  variety  of  depositions 
which  they  had  taken  in  relation  to  the  sabject  ot  their 
inquiry.  From  all  of  which  there  results  a  strong  pro- 
bability that  the  fire  in  the  W  ar  Department  (Hodgson's 
house)  was  communicated  from  the  fire-place  of  the  ad- 
joining building,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  whatever 
on  which  to  found  a  suspicion  of  its  having  originated 
from  negligence  or  design.  If,  then,  the  view  which 
your  committee  have  taken  of  that  clause  in  the  lease 
which  bears  upon  the  present  claim,  and  the  conclu- 
sion which  IS  drawn  from  the  testimony,  be  correct, 
it  necessarily  follows  that  the  ])etitioner  can  have  no 
claim  against  tht  United  States  for  compensation  or  * 
damages,  until  other  evidence  shall  be  adduced,  which, 
by  outweighing  that  already  in  existence,  shall  prove 
the  destruction  of  the  hou8<-  to  have  been  produced  by 
negligence  or  design.  Your  committee,  therefore,  con- 
clude with  submitting  the  following  resolution  : 

Kenolvtd,  That  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodgson, 
administratrix  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

POST  OFFICE  PATRONAGE. 

Mr.  I.NGERsoLL,  o\  Pennsylvania,  said  he  rose  to 
submit  a  resolution,  which  he  trusted  would  be 
generally  acceptable  ;  because  it  was  intended, 
and  he  believed  calculated,  lo  correct  one  of  the 
most  unwarrantable  abuses  that  pervades  and  vi- 
olates the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
I  mean,  said  Mr.  I.,  a  resolution  for  inquiring  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  laws  now  m 
force  for  the  regulation  of  the  General  Post  Office 
Establishment  as  shall  render  appointments  under 
that  establishment  more  conformable  than  they 
are  at  present  to  the  provisions  existing  for  other 
appointments  under  the  Government.  It  has  al- 
ways been  an  objection  urged  by  many  respecta- 
ble individuals  against  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  lime  of  its  adoption  down 
10  Ibis  moment,  that  ihc  Executive  Chief  Magis- 
trate IS  entrenched  behind  loo  formidable  a  barrier 
of  patronage  and  influence.  Yet  that  officer  can 
make  hardly  an  appointment  without  submitting 
the  nomination  to  an  ordeal  in  the  Senate  ;  an 
ordeal  well  known  to  be  of  the  most  trying  kind — 
for  very  recently  it  would  occur  to  everybody 
that,  after  being  tested  in  llie  Senatorial  crucible, 
some  dislmguished  individuals  not  answering  the 
assay,  had  been  rejected  as  found  wanting  and 
thrown  back  upon  the  President.  The  War  De- 
partment cannot  make  an  officer,  from  a  major 
general  to  a  cornet,  without  the  ioiervenlioQ  of 
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the  Senate.  Nor  can  the  Navy  Department. 
Within  a  few  years  an  honorable  member,  now  in 
his  place  in  the  Senate,  had,  very  meritoriously, 
introduced  and  carried  into  operation  a  provision 
for  depriving  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the 
privilege  of  appointing  pursers  at  his  will  with- 
out the  necessity  of  a  Senatorial  supervision. 

If.  then,  sir,  said  Mr.  I.,  neither  the  President 
nor  any  one  of  the  Executive  Secretaries  enjoys 
such  a  field  of  irresponsible  patronage,  I  submit 
it  lo  every  man  attached  to  liie  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  lo  consider  whether  the  head  of  ihe 
General  Post  Office  should  be  allowed,  without 
control,  without  a[)peal,  without  question,  lo 
command  the  services  of  a  band  of  agents  consist- 
ing, unless  I  am  incorrectly  informed,  of  not 
less  than  three  thousand  individuals.  di>tribuled 
throughout  the  territories  of  this  extensive  con- 
tioent.  Though  rotation  in  office  is  not  a  prin- 
ciple embodied  in  the  Constitution,  yet  it  is  well 
known  to  be  held  so  sacred  by  many  that  certain 
eminent  personages  had  deemed  it  becoming 
ihern  to  afford  it  all  the  illustration  in  their  pow- 
er, by  consecrating  it  in  practice  and  example. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  not  the  least  alarming  feature  of 
the  abuse  I  complain  of  that  the  gentleman  at 
this  time  presiding  over  the  General  Post  Office 
Establishment  has  remained  at  that  post  during 
a  long  period  of  years — I  cannot  say  exactly  iiow 
long,  but  I  believe  during  nearly  four  several 
Presidential  terras  of  office — during  all  which 
period  the  number  of  his  subalterns  has  been  in- 
crea.singf  until  they  have  reached  three  thousand 
persons,  who.  under  another  hea«l  of  this  depart- 
mentandanoiher  order  of  things,  might  be  planted 
as  the  worst  of  emissaries,  for  the  worst  of  pur- 
poses, over  the  United  States  of  America.  1  am 
not  now  prepared  to  say.  and  I  desire  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  I  do  not  mean  to  say, 
that  this  great  trust  has  been  abused  in  practice 
by  the  present  Postmaster  General;  though  lean- 
not  deny  myself  leave  to  remark,  that  if  no  abuses 
have  taken  place,  it  is  a  proof  that  that  gentle- 
man IS  a  purer  one  than  I  ever  knew,  or  heard  or 
read  of.  This  patronage  extends  not  merely  to 
the  uncontrolled  appointment  of  interior  deputies. 
He  has  moreover  within  his  gift  places  wliich,  in 
that  particular  unfortunately  too  seductive,  that 
is,  in  point  of  emolument,  are  better  worth  hav- 
ing than  any  one  of  the  honorable  stations  occu- 
pied by  llie  Secretaries  immediately  about  the 
person,  and  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  Executive. — 
While  therefore  I  disown  any  view  lo  implicate 
the  General  Post  Office  in  culpability  at  present. 
I  cannot  help  apprehending  that  other  masters 
and  other  times  may  come,  when  honorable  Sen- 
ators or  other  elevated  men  may  be  diverted,  per- 
verted possibly,  from  their  duties,  by  hopes  al- 
lowed to  be  entertained  that  a  Postmaster  may 
be  prevailed  on  to  translate  them  from  llieir  public 
places  to  others  of  less  dignity  but  more  emolu- 
ment. It  does  appear  lo  me  that  unless  some 
remedy  be  applied  to  this  evil,  and  that  without 
delay,  we  are  in  danger  of  a  new  order  of  Jesuits, 
in  this  country,  with  an  unlimited  General  at  their 
head  ,  to  dictate  his  orders',  and  enforce  them^ 
13tliCoN.  :^d  Sess.— J8 


under  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  removal  from 
their  deputations.  All  that  I  require  is,  that  the 
Post  Office  Establishment  should  be  put  on  the 
footing  of  all  the  other  departments  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government ;  that  this  should  be  done  as  sooa 
as  possible,  and  that  an  effectual  remedy  should 
be  applied  to  this  great  and  dangerous  evil.  Willi 
these  views,  and  the  object  which  he  had  avowed, 
Mr.  I.  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Ketolred,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  revising  the  laws  regulating  the 
(ieneral  Post  Office  Establishment  of  the  United  Siat«s, 
and  of  80  amending  them  as  to  render  them  more 
conformable  than  tliey  are  at  present  to  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution,  as  regards  appointments  to  office 
under  that  establishment. 

Mr.  Ghol.son  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  refer  it  to  ihe  standing  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads.  This  motion  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  I.ngersoll,  on  the  ground  of  the 
press  of  business  already  before  the  committee — 
and  was  negatived.  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee, 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  ;  which 
motion  was  also  negatived. 

The  vote  on  the  resolution  was  as  follows — 
for  the  motion  73,  against  it  53. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  a  committee 
ordered  to  be  appointed.  Mr.  Ingersoll,  Mr. 
Bahnett,  Mr.  Roane,  Mr.  Hi'mphreys.  and  Mr. 
SuiPHEHD,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

NORTHERN  ARMY. 

Mr.  Ghosvenor,  of  New  York,  rose  to  make 
a  motion  which  grew  out  of  the  present  situation 
of  our  Army  on  the  Northwestern  frontier,  and 
t|f  the  frontier  generally,  which  was  daily  and 
hourly  subject  lo  attack  from  the  enemy — and  on 
wiiich  subject  he  felt  particularly  sensitive,  be- 
cause of  the  proximity  of  the  district  he  repre- 
sented to  the  scene  of  action.  It  was  well  known 
to  the  House  that  higher  up,  on  the  Niagara, 
there  had  been  an  attack  by  the  enemy,  which 
was  completely  successful,  and  in  which  a  fort 
was  destroyed.  That  evil,  if  traced  to  its  source, 
would  probably  be  found  lo  be  owing  to  the 
want  of  com[»etent  officers.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say,  for  he  did  not  know,  whether  the  comman- 
der was  in  fault,  for  his  absence  from  the  post,  or 
not.  If  even  in  his  absence  a  surprise  had  taken 
place,  there  must  have  been  a  miserable  defect 
in  tiie  capacity  of  the  remaining  officers.  Be 
the  fact  in  this  respect  as  it  might,  it  is  well 
known  that  many  of  our  officers  had,  from  some 
cause  or  other,  recently  left  the  main  body  of  the 
Army  on  the  frontier.  He  had  understood,  by 
letters,  that  scarcely  officers  sufficient  remained 
to  perform  the  ordinary  camp  duties.  He  did 
not  blame  the  absent  otncers — for  it  was  natural, 
if  they  were  permitted,  that  they  should  seek  a 
milder  climate.  In  his  view  of  ihe  subject,  how- 
ever, conceiving  our  Army  lo  be  more  exposed 
at  this  moment  than  any  other,  the  practice  of 
granting  leave  of  absence  to  so  many  of  the  offi- 
cers was  calculated  lo  subject  it  to  ulter  destruc- 
tion. He  knew  not  that  his  views  on  this  jubjecl 
were  correct  j  but  ihey  coincided  with  the  gen- 
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Tiews  of  all  with  whom  he  had  conversed 
kn  it.  He  knew  not  but  t'le  army  or  armies 
]e  perfecily  safe  from  the  enemy;  but.  in  his 
tv.  appearances  were  strongly  against  that 
tiion.  Besides,  Mr.  G.  said,  the  Winter  sea- 
'was  peculiarly  the  time  to  make  soldiers  and 
hake  officers.  Thoush  the  practice  of  grant- 
furlou^bs  to  the' officers  of  an  army  might 
I  be  un^equent,  yet  the  times  were  so  changed, 
thfusage  ought  also  to  be  chan::ed,  if  we  wish  to 
$e#)re  the  safety  our  Army  through  tiie  Winter. 
It  r,as  under  such  impressions  that  Mr.  Coffered 
fo*;consider;ition  the  following  resolution: 

Aeiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  .Vflairs 
beTistructed  to  inquire  into  the  acts,  rules,  and  regu- 
lalins,  by  which  furloughs  and  leave  of  absence  from 
tha.'^rmies  of  the  United  States  are  obtained  by 
oflTi-Ts  thereof,  and  whether  the  said  act«,  rules,  and 
rep^lations,  ought  to  bo  revised,  altered,  and  amended  ; 
ani  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
|Ir.  Trolp  objected  to  this  motion,  as  travel- 
ling out  the  provinceof  the  Legislature  mto  that 
Executive.  To  Congre.ss  was  granted  the 
of  raising  ar.nies  and  grantmg  supplies 
them  ;  but  to  the  Executive  was  confided  the 
ubive  control  and    direction   of  the   armies 
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thi     duty,  the   Presi<4ent   had  been   vested   with 
thi  ,most  arbitrary  powers — the  power  of  dismiss-  | 
io'    without  assigning  a  cause,  and,  jointly  with  | 
tb     military  courts,  yf  cashiering,  and  indicting 
01.  officers  other  purishmenis,  even  unto  death.  : 
T  e  power  then  of  controlling  military  move-  ; 
nunts,  said   Mr.  T.,  is  not  with  us,  but  with  the  i 
E:  ("culive.     He  may  dismiss  any  otlicer  of  the 
Ai  ny,  and  even jhe  Secretary  of  W'ar,  for  rais- 
co  duct;  aiid  tlfe  power  of  control,  possessed  by 
thi .  House.  IS  the  power  of  impeaciiing  the  Pres- 
ide nt  if  he  fail  in   the  perlormance  of  his  duty. 
Tiue  it  wa*.  the  enemy  had,  on  a  recent  occa- 
sion. su^p^i^ed   us.  fnund   us  slumbering   in   our 
be  Js,  in  a  thoughtless  manner — but  it  was  not  for 
hi  ii  to  say  where  the  blame   lay  of  that  occur- 
rence.    In    relation   to  tlie  officers    now  absent 
fn  m  the  Army,  he  could   only  say  that   he  had 
hf  ir(! — and  :he  had  heard  because,  in  his  capacity 
of  Chairm.111  of  the  Military  Committee,  it  had 
be  ;ome  his  .luly  to  inquire  into  the  matter — that 
v!  en  the  Army  lately  went  into  cantonments, 
llh:re  were  found  lo  be  a  considerable  number  of 
su  -ernumerary  officers  attached  to  it.     An  order 
ha  1  been  i5»ued  by  the  commanding  General  to 
CO  jsolidate    the   troops   into    full    and    complete 
re  iments  and   allot  to   each   of   the  regiment.s 
so   fcrmed    its   proper   complement   of    officers. 
Tfat  orderj  being  properly  executed,  the  super- 
numerary c|ficers  were  thrown  out  of  employ— 
aill  orders  tvere  given  to  them   to  repair  to  the 
di  ferent  ref'ruiting  stations,  where  unquestiona- 
bl '  they  would  be  occupied  more  beneficially  to 
tl      siervice  than   in  any  other  way.     This  was 
tl\^  fact  in  relation  to  the  absence  of  the  officers 
g^iierally   '^yho  were    not    with    the    Army.     It 
stguck  him'Mr.  T.  said,  that  there  was  something 
ol   ectional/je  in  the  object  of  the  resolution.     It 
pi  'posed  to-  make  the  manner  of  granting  fur- 


loughs a  matter  of  legislative  provision,  when  in 
fact  it  was  a  thing  which  could  not  properly  be 
legislated  upon,  depending  so  entirely,  as  it  did. 
on  circumstances  and  on  the  state  of  the  Army. 
If  Congress  were  to  make  a  law,  that  no  fur- 
loughs should  be  granted,  there  was  not  an  hon- 
orable man  in  the  country  who  would  accept  a 
military  office.  This  being  his  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Grosve.nor  suid,  he  had  offered  this  reso- 
tion  from  no  captious  feeling,  but  from  a  sincere 
fear  that  the  Army  might  be  subject  lo  destruc- 
tion from  the  absence  of  these  officers.   He  could 
not  have  jxjsitive  information  that  such  was  the 
exposed   situation   of  the  Army,  but  he   was   in- 
formed letters  had  been  received  in  this  city  from 
the  officers  stationed  there,  importing  that  they 
were  kept  constantly  on  fatigue  duty.     As  con- 
servators, in  part  at  least,  of  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  he  wished  the  House  to  make  in- 
quiry into  these  facts  ;  not  that  he  desired  himself 
to  propose  any  regulations  or  modification  of  ex- 
isting laws   to  remedy  the  evil,  but  he  wished  to 
refer  the  subject  to  the  proper  Military  Commit- 
tee, to  inquire  whether  any  abuses  exist  of  the 
privilege  of  furlough,  and.  if  so.  whether  it  was 
possible  to  provide  a  remedy.     He  did  not  wish  to 
impeach  any  officer  of  a  breach  of  duty  ;  he  did 
not  even  know  what  were  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions on  the  subject.     This  was  what  ne  desired 
the  committee  should   inquire    into.      Congress 
had  the  power  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  Army ;   and  without  any 
invasion  on  the  functions  of  the   Executive,  the 
granting  of  furloughs  might  be  made  a  subject  of 
legislation — and    he    merely   wished    to    inquire 
whether  such    legislation    was    necessary.     Are 
gentlemen  sati>fid,  asked  Mr.  G..  with    the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  on    the   frontier?     Uo   they 
know  that  our  Army  is  safe?     If  there  were  of- 
ficers enough  on  the  frontier,  the  supernumerary 
officers   might  indeed   be   well  emi»loyed   in  re- 
cruiting.    But   it   was   not  into  the  absence  of 
I  such  officers  he  wished  to    inquire,  but  into   the 
1  cause  of  the  ab-^ence  of  those  who  were  merely 
seeking   their  own    personal    convenience.      At 
least  he  wished  the  House  to  permit  an  inquiry. 
We  cannot,  said  Mr.  G.,  hope  to  conquer  Canada 
in  a  way  like  this.     The  conquest  of  the  British 
provinces  is  not   the   business  of  a  single  cam- 
paign.    Your  Army  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
enemy;  and  this  is  a  moment  when  your  troops 
should  be  carefully  taken  care  of  and  disciplined. 
For  this  purpose,  it  is  desirable,  as  far  as  possible, 
that   your   officers  should   be  with    the    armies. 
Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  did  not  wish 
to   insinuate  that   any   particular  officer  was  to 
blame  for  the  present  state  of  things  ;  but  that  an 
evil    exists,   which    in   his   opinion    required   a 
remedy. 

Mr.  Troup  deprecated  the  disposition  which 
appeared  to  prevail  in  that  Hou^e  to  interfere  in 
the  management  of  the  Army.  If  the  members  of 
this  House  undertook  to  make  themselves  judges 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  war  ought  to  be  con- 
ducted, there  would  be  about  as  many  opinions 
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as  there  were  members  in  the  House ;  aod  at 
last,  after  all  their  opinion.s,  the  war  must  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Executive  in  such  manner  as  he 
might  deem  most  consistent  with  the  public  inter- 
est. The  gentleman  last  up  had  fairly  avowed  his 
ignorance  of  existing  regulations  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  T.  rose  to  inform  the  gentleman  and  the 
House  of  their  nature  ;  by  whom  it  would  be 
agreed  they  were  as  comprehensive  as  anything 
could  be.  Mr.  T.  here  read  the  following  article 
from  the  regulations  issued  from  the  War  Office: 

"  No  furlough  shall  be  given  during  a  campaign  ; 
nor  any,  but  by  the  General  commanding  the  district 
or  army,  and  for  the  cause  of  disability,  which  disability 
shall  be  certified  by  a  regimental  or  hospital  surgeon. 

♦•  Furloughs  shall,  beside  expressing  the  term  of  lime 
granted  to  absentees,  express  also,  un  order  to  join  the 
regiment,  post,  or  garrison,  to  which  they  may  belong. 

"No  order  shall  be  given  to  officers  seeking  a  furlough 
for  their  own  convenience,  which  shall  have  the  effect 
of  entitling  them  to  an  allowance  for  transportation  of 
baggage." 

This  provision,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  as  imperative 
as  it  could  be.  and  had  all  the  force  of  law. 
There  was,  therefore,  obviously  no  amendment 
necessary  to  the  existing  provisions.  In  inqui- 
ring into  the  non-execution  of  this  provision,  if 
such  was  the  object,  the  House  assumed  a  duty 
not  belonging  to  it,  and  must  go  upon  the  princi- 
ple that  it  had  a  right  to  punish  officers  for  mis- 
conduct ;  otherwise,  it  was  not  within  its  province 
to  inquire  into  their  conduct  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  satis- 
factory information  communicated  to  the  House 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  on  this  subject, 
entirely  corresponded  with  the  information  he 
had  derived  from  an  officer  of  th"  Army,  distin- 
guished for  his  ability,  as  well  as  his  devotion 
and  zeal  in  the  public  service,  with  whom  he  had 
recently  conversed,  and  who  was  incapable  of 
misrepresentation.  From  him  he  learnt  that  there 
were  officers  enough  remaining  with  the  Army 
for  its  discipline  and  safety,  some  of  whom  would 
do  honor  to  any  army.  If  the  resolution  were  to 
be  adopted,  it  might  produce  some  agitation  in 
the  public  mind,  but  could  afford  to  the  House  no 
oiher  information  than  that  already  given  to  it 
by  the  honorable  the  chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee  ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that,  in 
condemning  this  motion,  he  attributed  no  im- 
proper motives  to  the  gentleman  who  moved  it. 
A  man  might  commit  error  as  readily  with  pure 
as  with  impure  motives.  But  he  thought  the 
motion  improper.  There  is  an  officer  at  the  head 
of  our  armies,  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  them  ; 
and  the  House  will  have  enough  to  do  if  it  at- 
tends to  al!  the  flying  reports  which  swarm  around 
it.  How  are  we  to  know,  said  Mr.  F..  that  ihe 
officers  whom  we  see  absent  from  the  Army  are 
not  in  the  line  of  their  duty?  If  there  be  any- 
thing wrong  in  the  conformation  of  the  Army, 
we  shall  hear  it  through  the  proper  channel,  with- 
out stepping  out  of  the  line  of  our  duty.  Unless 
the  Commander  of  the  Army  be  corrupt,  this 
House  has  nothing  to  do  with  its  details;  if  he 


be  corrupt,  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  at  once,  and 
do  not  go  circuitously  to  work.  Believing  that 
the  House  had  already  gone  far  enough,  possibly 
too  far,  in  the  inquiry  it  had  set  on  foot  the  other 
day,  respecting  the  late  campaign,  he  was  entirely 
opposed  to  ihe  resolution  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  Vermont,  said  he  had  not  under- 
stood the  mover  of  the  resolution  as  accusing  any 
one  of  misconduct.  That  disasters  had  happened 
to  our  forces,  that  complaints  had  been  made  of 
misconduct,  was  true.  Bui  the  motion  before  the 
House  did  not  necessarily  condemn  any  one.  If 
every  one  was  innocent,  it  was  due  to  them  to 
inquire  ;  if  guilt  or  error  attached  anywhere,  the 
House  owed  it  to  themselves  to  make  an  inquiry. 
Mr.  F.  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  resolution, 
which  he  could  not  see  to  be  an  improper  one. 
It  was  the  duty  of  Congress  lo  make  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Army.  To 
the  regulation  which  had  been  read  by  the  gentle- 
man irorn  Georgia,  it  might  be  necessary  that 
they  should  give  a  more  particular  sanction  by 
law,  and  to  that  end  an  inquiry  might  be  bene- 
ficial. We  find  our  enemy  vigilant,  said  Mr.  F. 
He  undergoes  a  Winter  campaign,  whilst  our  ar- 
mies are  snugly  hutted  up  in  their  quarters.  I 
do  not  say  there  is  fault  on  our  side,  though,  if 
there  be,  we  ought  to  know  where  it  lies;  but 
this  1  will  say.  that  if  some  step  be  not  quickly 
taken  to  secure  them,  the  fruits  of  the  Summer's 
campaign  will  be  lost  before  the  Winter  ends. 

Mr.  Calhou.n.  of  South  Carolina,  rose  to  move 
that  this  resolution  lie  on  the  table.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  object  which  gentlemen  appeared 
to  have  in  view  could  not  be  attained  by  it.  The 
object  appeared  to  be  to  remedy  an  existing  evil, 
viz  :  the  absence  of  our  officers  from  their  posts. 
Any  regulations  of  ours  cannot  have  a  present, 
but  mu-t  have  a  prospective  operation.  Mr.  C. 
said  that  he  himselt  thought  every  officer  ought 
to  be  al  his  post.  He  was  sorry  to  see  on  our 
pan  considerable  inactivity,  whilst  on  the  side  of 
the  enemy  we  beheld  vigilance  well  worthy  of 
our  imitation.  On  the  subject  of  furloughs,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  know  that  any  appropriate  pro- 
vision could  be  made  by  law.  They  might  as 
Well  undertake  lo  enact  by  law  that  an  officer 
should  fight  bravely,  or  do  his  duty  on  the  field 
of  battle.  There  being  so  great  a  division  of 
opinion  on  this  subject,  he  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ghosvenor  intimated  that  he  did  not  ex- 
pect by  this  motion  to  remedy  the  present  evil, 
further  than  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
this  House  would  serve  to  accelerate  that  object. 
Mr.  G.  made  some  further  observations,  tending 
to  show  that  the  evil  which  he  complained  of 
really  exists. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  had  no  objection  to 
any  inquiry,  and  if  any  person  or  persons  were 
to  blame,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  hesitate 
to  inculpate  them.  But  although  many  officers 
were  absent  from  the  lines,  it  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected that  Congress  had,  by  law.  created  a  super- 
numerary major  lo  each  regiment,  and  a  third 
lieutenaut  lo  each  company,  for  the  purpose  of 
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uitiDf.  'These  supernumerary  officers,  he 
uiaed.  w<)uld  aboot  include  all  the  absentees, 
r.  TroiJ'  added  »  few  words.  If  the  House 
of  opinnin  that  ai.  evil  existed  requiring  their 
po^ition.•  the  direct  way  for  the  gentleman  to 
getiit  it  woujd  be  by  a  motion  to  request  the  Ex- 
eciiive  to  oriler  all  the  officers  now  absent  to  re- 
,  to  their  posts. 

'he  question  was  iaken  to  lay  the  resolution 
on    he  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


P* 


'    ;  APPROPHI.\TION  BILL. 

'  ,he  bill  which  passed  this  House  the  other 
da\  n^aking.an  apprupriation  of  a  million  and  a 
hai  oil  account  of  the  Military  E-tablishmeni. 
wa  .  roturnecj  from  the  Senate,  with  an  araend- 
me  it  appropriating  a  million  of  dollars  towards 
the  expensesiof  the  Navy  Department  for  1814. 
Th;  ■  amendrrient  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  [Whole,  "where  \i,  was  shortly  debated,  and 
wa  reported"  to  the  House;  when,  on  the  ques- 
tioi  to  concirr  in  the  amendment,  a  sharp  debate 
arc  >.  It  coijjimenced  with  Mr.  Pitkin's  objec- 
tioi  to  the  aj^propriatjon,  becau-e  the  annual  esti- 
ma  l's  were  nflt  before  the  House,  and  ended  in  a 
coti  est  whether  the  Federal  or  Republican  party 
we, .'  ihe  gfvatest  fri.-nds  to  an  efficient  navy. 

(  ;\s'we  huve  not  room  for  the  debate,  which 
wa  principally  a  rt-petition  of  what  has  been 
saii  '  i>y  the  Newspapers  on  the  latter  point,  we 
coii  [cnl  ourselves  with  stating  the  speakers' 
nar  »es.  as  tfiey  succeeded  each  other,  and  the 
sill  s  fhey  occupied. — Editors.] 

I  |r.  PiTKrv,  of  Connecticut  led  the  way,  op- 
po!  og  the  ftill  on  the  principle  before  stated. 
Mr  EfPE.s.  of  Virgiijia,  quoted  usage  and  prece- 
det;  ia  reply,  aided  by  »Mr.  McKim.  of  Maryland. 
Mr!  ^^AC0N.  bf  North  Carolina,  expressed  his  re- 
gr^  ,  at  the  (tilemma  in  which  he  conceived  the 
H(  ;<se  to  be 'placed  by  not  having  the  usual  esli- 
ma  es  beforr^  them.  The  yeas  and  nays  being 
cat  |r?d  for,  Mjr.  Eppe.s  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  ',  h(«  call,  because  they  would  show,  he  said, 
wlji  was  or  who  waS  not  disposed  to  support  our 
Navv.  To  this  insinuation.  Mr.  Shff- 
of  Virginia.  Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hamp- 
sh,  'e,  and  .Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  replied 
wi'  1  some  temper,  a?  imputing  to  hostility  to  the 
Na-  y  iheir  opposiiioii  to  the  bill  before  them; 
wl^  |ch  they  cfeclared  lo  proceed  entirely  from  their 
rejj-rd  to  the  Constitution,  which,  confiding  to 
thi' ^  House  ihe  purse  strings  of  the  nation,  re- 
qu|  ed  them  rigidly  to  guard  the  accountability 
of  public  officers  ;  thry  declared  them>-elves  zeal- 
oui  and  old  (riends  of  the  Navy.  Mr.  Culpeper. 
of  N'orth  Carolina,  explained  his  vote  for  the 
bil  ;  because  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  withhold 
suj  ;)ort  from  those  already  engaged  in  the  public 
sei-'^ice.  Mi,  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr. 
W'iGHT,  of  .Maryland,  and  .Mr.  Roberts,  of 
P{^  .nsylvani.i,  seeine3  to  think  Mr.  Eppes's  idea 
no,  s(j  erroneous  as  the  gentlemen  above  con- 
tftljej,  inasmuch  as  those  gentlemen  had  hereto- 
to^  one  and  all  voted  against  making  loans  and 
la^i^ng  taxes;  by  which  alone  the  Navy  could  be 
su"iported.ai;d  it  was  not  doubted  but  they  would 


gal  4nt 
te: 


do  so  again  ;  the  less  doubted,  because  it  had  beea 
openly  declared  from  that  side  of  the  House, 
heretofore,  that  the  only  way  to  arrest  the  war 
was  by  a  combination  to  withhold  supplies  from 
and  prevent  loans  to  the  Government. 

The  question  being  at  length  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  the  vote  stood  thus — For  the  Senate's 
amendment  99,  against  it  52,  as  follows: 

YiA8 — MessrB.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bcall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Chevea, 
Clark,  Cloplon,  Comslock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton.  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoy- 
ellea,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earie,  Eppes,  Evanu,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gritfin,  Grundj, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungcrford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
.Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  LcfTerla,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy, 
.McKim,  McLean,  .Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby.  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleas- 
ants, Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Khea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvanu,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Strong,  Tannchill,  Taylor,  Telfair, Troup,  Udree,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  WhilehiU,  Wilson  of  Penndylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiUey, 
Cox,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Mas.<arhusetts,  Dewey,  Ely, 
Gaston,  GeddcH,  Grosveuor,  Hale,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  King  of  Massachuhctts,  Law,  Lovelt,  .Macon, 
Moffitt,  Moseley,  Markell,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  R«ed,  Ruggles, 
Schureman,  Shelley,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  Tallinadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,   and  Winter. 


Monday,  January  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
W1LLIA.M  M.  Richardson,  appeared  and  look  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Bond  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Illinois  Territory,  praying  that  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  for  confirming  certain  spe- 
cies of  claims  to  lands  in  said  Territory. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Thoup,  from  tne  Committee  00  Military 
Affiiirs,  reported  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army,  encour- 
aging enli>tments,  and  authorizing  the  reenlist- 
ment,  for  longer  periods,  of  men  whose  terms  of 
service  are  about  to  expire  ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  raise  three  additional  regiments  of  lifle- 
men  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

.Mr.  Troi'p,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  raise,  for  five 
years,  or  lor  ihe  war,  fourteen  of  the  regiments 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  29ih  of  January,  1813; 
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which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Cora- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Fisk,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Taliaferro, 
contesting  the  election  of  John  P.  Hungerford, 
one  of  the  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
two  statements  of  the  importations  io  American 
and  foreign  vessels  for  one  year,  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1812  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grosvenor,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded toconsider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  7th  instant;  and  the  same  being  again 
read,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  a  Company  for 
erecting  a  bridge  over  the  river  Susquehauuah. 
at  Columbia;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolu- 
tion therein  ctfntained  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  also  made  a  report  on  the  petitiiion  of 
Richard  Mitchell;  which  was  read,  and  Mr.  E. 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitch- 
ell ;  which  was  read  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
inittee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Orleans  Navigation 
Company,  and  their  successors,  a  lot  of  ground  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Way  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  which  was 
Tead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union. — The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  the  power  to  create  corporations  within  the 
Territorial  limiu  of  the  States-,  without  the  consent  of 
the  States,  is  neither  one  of  the  powers  delegated  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  essentially 
necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  any  delegated  power. 

The  petition  is  as  follows; 
To  ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Repregentatires  of  the 
United  States  uf  America   in    Congress  assembled, 
the  petition   of  the  subscribers,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  their  associates,  respectfully  showeth  : 
That  they   are    desirous  of  establishing  a  National 
bank,  and  of  being   incorporated,  for  the   purpose  of 
caxrying  on  the  business  of  banking,  with  a  capital  of 
thirty  millions  of  dollars,  at  such   place  as  the  presi- 
dent snd  directors  of  the  corporation  shall  appoint,  or 
as  shall  be  designated  in  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Your  petitioners  are  induced  to  make  this  applica- 
tion to  the  General  Government,  from  the  sincere  be- 
lief that  the  establishment  of  a  National  bank  will  be 
no  less  beneficial  to  the  public  than  to  the  individuals 
who  may  be  concerned  in  it.  .\mong  the  most  obvi- 
ous and  important  advantages  which  the  Government 


would  acquire,  by  such  an  establishment,  would  be  the 
means  of  borrowing  from  it  money  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, not  only  on  better  terms,  but  with  much  greater 
facility  than  can  be  done  from  individuals.  In  order 
to  secure  to  the  Government  this  benefit,  your  peti- 
tioners propose  that  the  bank  shall  loan  to  the  Govern- 
ment, whenever  required,  such  sums  as  they  may  want, 
so  as  they  shall  not,  at  any  time,  exceed  one-half  of 
their  capital,  and  that  a  proper  clause  be  inserted  in 
the  act  of  incorporation  to  carry  this  proposal  into 
effect. 

The  other  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government  would 
also  derive  great  aid  from  a  National  bank,  through 
which  their  operations  might  be  conducted  with  much 
more  economy  and  advantage  than  they  can  be  through 
distinct  State  banks. 

Your  petitioners  think  they  may,  on  this  subject, 
safely  appeal  to  the  past  experience  of  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  inconvenience  they  have  suffered  for  the  ' 
want  of  such  an  institution.  Your  petitioners,  at  the 
same  time,  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  impolicy  of  having 
the  moneyed  transactions  of  the  General  Government 
dependent  on  State  institutions  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Your  petitioners  beg  leave  farther  to  state,  that  the 
whole  circulating  medium  of  the  United  States  is  now 
appropriated  by  the  different  State  banks,  who,  in  lieu 
thereof,  circulate  their  own  paper,  to  the  amount  of  at 
least  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  to  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  their  stockholders  :  whereas,  by  the  establishment  of 
a  National  bank,  on  the  plan  proposed,  the  People,  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  would  participate  in 
its  benefits,  and  the  Government  would  receive  from  it 
accommodations  in  various  ways,  which  the  State 
banks  have  not  the  means  of  affording ;  and,  in  con- 
verting the  circulating  medium  to  the  use  of  Govern- 
ment, Congress  will  find  less  difficulty,  and  less  incon- 
venience will  be  occasioned,  than  in  raising  the  same 
amount  of  money  in  any  other  manner. 

The  estnblishment  ot  a  National  bank  will  also  be 
attended  with  political  effects,  which  the  wisdom  of 
Government  will  not  fail  duly  to  appreciate.  Men  of 
wealth  and  influence,  without  regard  to  party  distinc- 
tions, will,  in  the  different  parts  of  the  United  Slates, 
embark  a  part  of  their  fortunes  in  such  an  institution; 
and,  as  its  prosperity  and  security  must  depend  upon 
the  stability  of  the  Union,  aud  its  present  form  of  Gov- 
ernment, the  motives  of  interest,  to  such  as  become 
stockholders,  will  be  superadded  to  those  of  patriotism 
to  contribute  to  their  perpetuity. 

Your  petitioners  forbear  to  press  upon  your  notice  a 
variety  of  other  considerations,  calculated  to  show  the 
public  usefulness  of  the  proposed  institution,  because 
they  are  sensible  that  they  will  suggest  themselves  to 
the  intelligence  and  discernment  of  those  whom  they 
address. 

Yoiir  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  for  an  act  of  incor- 
poration, authorizing  them  to  establish  a  National 
bank,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  best  suited  to  the  pub- 
lic interest  of  our  country. 

Nsw  York,  December  18,  1813. 

DUTIES  ON  LICENSES. 
Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  resolution  instruct- 
ing them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
inc'  the  first  section  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  li- 
censes to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next.     The  report  is  as  follows: 
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I  That,  in  rjianv  parfs  of  the  United  Slates,  where 
ih'  p<>pulatio)t  is  dispersed  over  an  extensive  country, 
an  but  few  rttail  store*  established,  the  provisions  of 
th<  law,  as  it  'now  stands,  will  subject  to  inconvenience 
th«  ^i  who  purhase  spirit  in  less  quantities  than  five 
gi  nm.  For  the  accommodation  of  the  great  mass  of 
th(  ^oiumunitv,  however,  the  privilege  to  sell  in  quan- 
tit  ^  not  less  than  five  gallons  will  t>e  sufficient,  and 
wi.,-  also  enable  the  small  distiller  to  dispose  of  the 
spi  ;.t  he  has  been  accustomed  to  sell  in  his  immediate 
nei;  {iborhood,  without  j)aying  a  retail  license.  The 
taJ  ;^n  stills  r^ust  ultimately  fall,  not  on  the  distiller, 
buJ  )n  the  consumer.  It  does  not  appear,  therefore, 
ihn  i  thf  payment  of  this  tax,  in  the  first  instance, 
ou,  it  (ci  eien.pt  the  diktiller  from  the  retail  tax,  where, 
fro  !  any  peculiarity  of  situation,  with  a  view  to  profit, 
he  iiay  add  lj,e  occupation  of  a  retailer  to  that  of  di.<»- 
lill  r-  Fearful  that  the  proposed  amendment  might 
ter^  to  introduce  frauds,  and  diminish  the  revenue, 
ani  con^ideribg  it  impolitic  to  recommend  any  change 
rh    h  jDay  narrow  our  resources  at  the  present  time, 


th. 


onmittetf'consider  it  more  safe  to  leave  the  law  as 


it  1  pw  stands,  and  to  apply  in  future  a  remedy,  if  ei- 

peii  fnce  shall  pronounce  against  its  provisions.    They, 

thfj  ffore,  subjtiit  the  following  resolution: 

.  Resolved,   That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  the  present 

Un,  ,  10  authorize  the  sale,  without  license,  of  spirits, 

in  |86  quantUies  than  five  gallons,  at  the  place  where 

ihv  ,aiue  shall- have  been  distilled." 

A  TriKAsrBT  Defartmejct,  Dcc.  28,  1813. 

2[R ;  I  hav<  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
th(  2()th  inst.;  on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  amendment 
to '  'le  law  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers,  the  oh- 
je<;  'of  whichis  to  prevent  domestic  spirits  to  be  sold 
in.  I'ss  quantiiies  than  five  gallons,  by  persons  holding 
lie  uses  for  dit-tilling  spirits  of  that  description  ;  and  in- 
qu  iing  whetier  any  information,  derived  from  the 
op'  fation  of  tiie  former  revenue  laws,  can  be  afforded 
fro  J  the  Trr».*ury,  which  will  enable  the  Committee 
of  kv'ays  and  .Means  to  decide  upon  the  probable  effect 
ch  an  artendment. 

nder  the  former  revenue  laws,  no  license  was  ne- 
ary  for  thi'  selling  of  domestic  spirits;  and  no  in- 
lalion,  therefore,  can  be  derived  from  that  source. 
V,  without  resorting  to  experience  upon  the  subject, 
^  obvious  jhat  the  proposed  amendment  would  be 
nded  witP;  most  injurious  effects  upon  the  revenue, 
sum  now  payable  for  a  license  for  retailing  do- 
tic  spirits  alone,  is  fifteen  dollars  in  towns,  and  ten 
ars  in  the  countr\-.  A  license  for  the  employment 
still  of  fifty  gallons  for  two  weeks,  may  be  obtain- 
>r  fourdoHars  and  fifty  cents;  and  if  the  license  be 
n  for  distilling  roots  only,  for  one  half  that  sum,  or 
dollars  »ind  twenty-five  cents.  Every  person, 
th*cfore,  dextrous  of  retailing  domestic  spirits,  instead 
of^iking  a  license  for  that  purpose,  would  be  induced 
toi^ke  a  license  for  distilling,  if  that  license  will  cost 
h\i  one-half,  or  one-fourth  of  the  sum  payable  for  the 
ot»-r,  and  wi;l  carry  with  it  the  privilege  of  selling  the 
sptta  by  retail.  It  is  doubted  whether  the  provision, 
atT  resent  contained  in  the  law,  by  which  persons  hav- 
inj^a  license:  for  distilling  are  authoriied  to  sell  do- 
ni.f-tic  spirits 'in  quantities  not  less  than  five  gallons, 
wi  aot  be  fo«ind  liable  to  abuse.  To  extend  it  fur- 
llj*.  tvould  bv  to  render  this  abuse  certain ;  and  would, 
mAeover,  be  likely  to  convert  every  distillery  into  a 
xefliil 'Store  or-  tavern. 

I  JMive  the  honor  to  be,  6lc., 

W.  JONES, 


ST.\TE    OF  THE    FINANCES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting the  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the  Finan- 
ces of  the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiitee 
of  Ways  and  Means. — The  report  is  as  follows  : 

la  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act  supplemen- 
tary' to  the  act,  entitled  ".\n  act  to  establish  the  Treas- 
ury Department,"  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury respectfully  submits  the  follc.ving  report  and 
estimates : 

The   moneys   actually  received   into  the  Treasury, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September,   1813, 
have  amounted  to  $37,544,954  93,  viz: 

Proceeds  of  the  customs,  sales  of  lands,  small  branches 
of  revenue,  and  repayments    -         -  $13,568,042  43 
Proceeds  of  loans,  viz  : 

Loan  of  eleven  millions,  under  the  act 
of  .March  14th,  1812,  $4,337,487  50 

Loan  of  sixteen  mil- 
lions, under  the  act 
of  February  8,  1813,  14,488,125  00 

Treasury  notes,  under 
the  acts  of  June  30, 
1812,  and  February 
25,  1813  -         -     5,151,300  00 


Amount,  as  will  appear  by  the   an- 
nexed statement  E,  $37,544,954  93. 
Making,  together  with  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October,  1812, 
which  was      -         -         -         .         - 


23,976,912  .50 


An  aggregate  of 


2,362,652  69 
$39,907,607  62 


The  payments  from  the  Treasury,  during  the  same 
period,  have  amounted  to  $32,928,855   19,  viz: 

For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  both 
foreign  and  domestic       -         -  -     $1,705,»I6  35 

.MiliUry  Department,  including  militia      . 
and  volunteers,  and  the  Indian  De- 
partment         18,484,750  4» 

Navy,  including  the   building  of  new 

ships,  and  the  .Marine  Corps  -         -        6,420,707  20 
Public  debt  : 

On  accountof  interest,  $3,120,379  08 

Principal  reimbursed  -     3,197,102  07 


Amount,  as  will  also  appear  by  the 
annexed  statement  E,  $32,928,855  19. 
And  left  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  30th 

of  September  last    •         .         .         . 


6,317,481  15 


6,978,742  43 
$39,907,607  62 


The  accounU  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  1813 
have  not  yet  been  made  up  at  the  Treasury,  but  the 
receipu  and  expenditures,  during  that  quarter,  beve 
been  nearly  as  follows  : 

ReceipU  from  the  customs,  sales   of  lands,  and  small 
branches  of  the  revenue,  about        -     $3,300,000  00 
Loan  of  sixteen  millions     -  -         -       1,500,000  00 

Loan  of  seven  and  a  half  millions        -       3,850,000  00 
Treasury  notes  ....       3,680,000  00 


$12,330,000  OO 
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Making,  with  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1813,  of 

An  aggregate  of  about     - 


6,978,752  43 
$19.3t»9.000  00 


The  disbursements  have  been,  for  civil,  diplomatic,  and 


miscellaneous  expenses,  about 
Military  Department  ... 

Naval  Deparvpient     .         .         -         - 
Public  debt,  of  which  near  $6,000,000 
was  on  account  of  the   reimburse- 
ment of  principal    .  -  -  - 
.\nd  leaving  in    the  Treasury,  on  the 
3l8t  December,  1813,  about   - 


$400,000  00 
5,887,747  00 
1,248,145   10 


7,087,994  95 
4,686,112  95 
$19,309,000  00 


Of  the  sums  obtained  on  loan,  during  the  year  1813,  ' 
and  included  in  the  receij)ts  above  stated,  an  account 
of  the  terms  on  which  they  were  made  has  been  laid 
l>efore  Congress,  excepting  as  to  the  Treasury  notes 
issued  under  the  act  of  February  25,  1813,  and  the 
loan  of  seven  and  a  half  millions,  obtained  under  the 
authority  contained  in  the  act  of  the  2d  of  August, 
1813.  The  annexed  statement,  marked  F,  will  show  , 
the  whole  amount  received  for  Treasury  notes,  during 
the  year  1813,  and  at  what  places  tliey  were  sold  or 
disposed  of.  Three  millions  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  dollars,  of  the  notes  issued 
under  tlie  act  of  June  30th,  1812,  became  due  in  the 
course  of  the  year  1813,  or  in  the  present  month  of 
January,  and  have  been  jiaid  off,  or  the  funds  placed 
in  the  bands  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  that 
purpose. 

The  papers  under  the  letter  G  will  show  the  meas- 
ures uken,  under  the  act  of  August  2d,  1813,  author- 
izing a  loan  of  seven  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  manner  in  which  that  loan  was  ob- 
tained. The  terms  were  eighty-eight  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  in  money  for  one  hundred  dollars  in 
stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  which  is 
equivalent  to  a  premium  of  thirteen  dollars  thirty-one 
cents  and  four-ninths  of  a  cent  on  each  hundred  dol- 
lars, in  money,  loaned  to  the  United  States.  Of  this 
sum  of  $7,500,000,  about  .$3,850,000  were  paid  into 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  1813,  and  the  remainder 
is  payable  in  the  months  of  January  and  February  1814. 

For  the  year  1814,  the  expenditures,  as  now  author- 
ized by  law,  are  estimated  as  follows : 

1.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 

ex|>enses $1,700,000 

2.  Public  debt,  viz  : 

Interest  on  the  debt  existing  previous  to 

the    war  ...    $2,100,000 

Interest  on  debt  conf{;acted 

since  the  war,   indfc^ing 

Treasury  notes,  and  loan 

for  the  year  1H14    - 


Reimbursement  of  principal, 
including  the  old  six  and 
deferred  stocks,  tempora- 
ry loans,  and  Treasury 
notes      .... 


2,950,000 
5,050,000 


7,150,000 


riblee,  and  troops  of  all  descriptions,) 
of  63,422  officers  and  men,  and  includ- 
ing ordnance,  fortifications,  and  the 
Indian  Department,  and  the  perma- 
nent appropriations  for  Indian  treaties, 
and    for    arming    and    equipping    the 

militia 24,550,000 

4.  Navy,  estimated  for  16,787  officers, 
seamen,  and  boys,  and  for  1,869  ma- 
rines, and  including  the  service  of  two 
74-ships  for  four  months,  and  three 
additional  frigates  for  six  months  of 
the  year  IN  14,  and  the  expenses  of 
flotillas  on  the  coast  and  on  the  lakes         6,900,000 

Amounting,  altogether,  to       -         -    $45,350,000 

The  ways  and   means  already  provided  by  law  are 
as  follows : 

1.  Customs,  and  sales  of  public  lands.     The  net  rev- 
enue  accruing    from   the    customs,  during   the  year 
1812,    amounted,    as    will    appear    by    the    annexed 
statements  A  and  B,  to  .$13,142,000.     Of  this  sum, 
about  $4,300,000  was  produced   by  the    additional 
duties  imposed   by  the   act  of  July   1,   1812.     The 
duties  which  have  accrued  during  the  year  1813,  are 
estimated  at  $7,000,000.     The  custom-house  bonds 
outstanding  on  the  let  January,  1814,  after  making 
a  due  allowance  for  insolvencies  and   bad   debt*,  are 
estimated    at   .$5. 500,00(1 ;    and    it   is   believed   that 
$6,000,000  may  be  estimated  for  the    receipt  of  the 
custom*  during  the  year  1814.     The  sales  of  public 
lands,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1813, 
have  amounted  to  256,345  acres,  and  the   payments 
by  purchasers   to   $706,000,  as   will   appear   by  the 
annexed  statement  C.     It  is  estimated  that  $600,000 
will  be  received  into  the  Treasury  from  this  source, 
during   the   year    1814.     The  sum,  therefore,  e«ti- 
niated  as  receivable  from  customs  and 

lands,  is $6,600,000 

2.  Internal  revenuesanddirecttax.  From 
the  credits  allowed  by  law  on  some  of 
the  internal  duties,  and  from  the  de- 
lays incident  to  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  direct  tax,  it  is  not  be- 
lieved that  more  ought  to  be  expected 
to  come  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 

year  1814,  than  the  sura  of        -         -         3,500,000 

3.  Balance  of  the  loan  of  seven   and  a 

half  millions,  already  contracted  for     -         3,650,000 

4.  Balance  of  Treasury  notes,  already 
authorized  .....  1,070,000 

5.  Of  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  31st  December,  181.3, 
amounting,  as  above  stated, 

to  about  ....  $4,680,000 

There  will  be  required,  to  sa- 
tisfy appropriations  made 
prior  to  that  day,  and  then 
undrawn,  at  least     -         -     3,500,000 

And    leaving,    applicable    to 

the  service  of  the  year  1814     


3.  Military  Establishment,  estimated  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  for  a  full  com- 
plement, (including  rangers,  sea  fcn- 


12,200,000 


So  that  there  remains  to  be  provided,  by 
loans,  the  sum  of       - 


1,180,000 

16,000,000 

29,350,000 
$45,350,000 


Although  the  interest   paid  upon  Treasury  notes  is 
considerably  less  than  that  paid   for  the  moneys  ob- 


'i      * 


J  i 

It 
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be  considered  u  a  surpius  of  revenue 
beyond  the  expenncs  of  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment, and  of  the  interest  on  the 
p>ublic  debt  for  the  year  1813,  and 
therefore  applicable  to  the  same  ex- 
penses for  the  year  1814,  which  sum 
18  estimated  at  -         •         -      ,  - 

And  making,  together  .         •         .         . 

There  will  still    remain    to  be   proridet^ 

new  revenues,  capable  of  producing  • 


1,180,000 

11,280,000 

770,000 

$12,060,001) 


ined  by  tb«  United  States  on   funded    stork,  yet  the 

rtainty  of  their  reimbursement  at  the  end  of  one  year, 

d  the  facijties  they  aJford  for  remittances,  and  other 

mmerciaJ  Operations,  have  obtained  for  them   a   cur- 

ncv  wbich*lcave»  little  reason  to  doubt  that  they  may 
extended 'i."on8iderably  beyond  the  sum  of  five   mii- 

na  of  doilafs.  hitherto  authorized  to  be   annually  is- 

ed.     It  wi|  perhaps  be  eligible  to  leave  to  the  Exec- 

.we,  as  wa:*  done   last   year,   a   discretion    aj>   to    the 

lount  to  bti  borrowed  upon  slock,  or    upon  Treasury 

tes,  that  oije  or  the  other  may  be  resorted  to,  within 
j,%scribed  lir^its,  as  shall  be  found  most  advantageous 
t\  the  Unitei)  States. 

The  amount  estimated  to  have  been  reimbursed,  of 
iy  ;■  priiuipa!  pf  the  public  debt,  during  the  year  ending  But,  as  the  internal  revenues  and  direct  tax,  when 
o  the  30th  M<-ptember  last,  including  Treasury  notes  in  full  operation,  will  produce,  in  the  year  1815,  proba- 
a  J  temporifiry  loans  will  appear,  by  the  estimate  biy  $1,200,000  more  than  is  estimated  to  he  received 
B,  [irked  l),  to'have  been  $3,'J0i,3C8.  As  the  payments  from  them  in  the  year  1814,  it  will  rest  with  Congress 
c  account  o^'' the  loan  of  sixteen  millions  had  not  then  |  to  decide,  whether  it  is  necessary  that  new  and  addi- 
.1  rn  comptett'd,  and  the  stock  had,  consequently,  not  {  tional  revenues  should  now  be  established. 
L^n  issued  tjierefor,  il  is  not  practicable  to  state,  with  To  what  extent  the  existing  embargo  may  reduce 
Pycision,  th»  amount  added  to  the  public  debt  during  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  customs,  during 
tf^a  year;  b\}t,  after  deducting  the  above  mentioned  |  the  year  1815,  it  is  dithcult  to  estimate,  as  the  opera- 
rtfmbursement  of  $3,200,000,  this  addition  will  not  fall  ;  tion  of  the  war  had  reduced  the  receipts  from  the  cus- 
«fi)rt  of  .tiJ-,*00,000.  j  toms   nearly  one   half  from    that   which  was   received 

♦The  plan  cj' finance  proposed  at  the  commencement  !  during  the  year  preceding  the  war. 
oi  the  war,  w,i8  to  make  the  revenue,  during  each  year  |  The  former  embargo  reduced  the  revenue  from  the 
0(  lis  contini,ancc,  equal  to  the  expenses  of  the  Peace  '  customs  nearly  one-half  the  amount  of  that  which 
Ei  ubiishment ;  and  of  the  intereat  on  the  old  debt  then  was  received  during  the  year  preceding  its  full  opera- 
ti  istint?,  and  on  the  loans  which  the  war  might  render  tion.  In  this  case,  however,  the  transition  was  from 
ji  -essary,  and  to  defmy  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  ,  the  full  receipt  of  a  peace  revenue  to  the  entire  sus- 
th  war  out  o.i°the  proceeds  of  loans  to  be  obtained  for  pension  of  exportation  and  of  foreign  commerce  in 
Ih^  U  purpose.  ■  American   bottoms.     It    is    not,   therefore,   to    be  pre- 

nJ  .  ,-r.u.n         r..-Li:  i ^^  :.  __!  .1     gumed,  that  the  existing  embargo  will  cause  a  reduction 


1-  ,e  exjKMisej/of  the  Peace  Establishment,  as  it  existed 
'  jirevious  to  the  armaments  of  1812,  made  in  contem- 
■  ,)lation  of  «var,  but  including   the   eight   regimenU 
jidded  to   tjie    Military    Establishment   in    the   year 
i8tf8,  and  \he  augmentation  of  the   Navy  in   actual 
iier<rice,  authorized  m   1809,  amounted,  after  deduct- 
ing some  c.\sual  expenses  of  militia,  and  other  inci- 
ienlal  iteinp,  to  about         -         -         -       $7,000,000 
T  ,e  interest  ^n  the  pubUc  debt,  payable 

Junng  thejyear  1814,  will  be: 
C  1  tne  old  d.  bt,  or  that  existing  prior  to 
!he  present  war       -         -    $2,100,000 
C  1  lt*e  debt  c('ntracted  since 
ihj  commencement  of  the 
wv,  including  Treasury 
notes,  allovring  $560,000 
ibr  interesv  on    the    loan 
which  mus,  be  made  dur- 
'ng  the  yeur  1814,  &  sum 
fis  small  a»    can   be  esti- 
,  ;iiiUed  for  this  object 


2.950,000 


Making 


5,050,000 
$12,050,000 


of  the  war  revenue  in  the  proportion  of  the  peace  rev- 
enue :  moreover,  the  effect  of  the  act  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  certain  articles,  nereasarily  increases 
the  demand,  and  enhances  the  value  of  those  which 
may  be  lawfully  imported  ;  and  the  high  price  they 
bear  will  produce  extraordinary  importations,  and,  in 
part,  compensate  for  the  prohibition  to  export  anything 
in  return  ;  to  this  may  be  added  the  duty  on  salt,  the 
operation  of  which  is  yet  but  partial. 

To  the  amount  of  the  defalcation  of  the  revenue, 
caused  by  the  embargo,  whatever  il  may  be,  must  be 
added  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  the  interest 
payable  in  the  year  18 14,  on  llie  loan  of  that  year,  and 
the  whole  amount  of  the  interest  on  the  said  loan,  pay 
able  in  the  year  1815,  as  well  as  that  part  of  the  inter- 
est which  may  be  payable  in  the  year  181.'i,on  the  loan 
of  that  year.  'I'he  sum  of  these  items  will  be  required 
for  the  year  1815,  in  addition  to  the  revenues  now 
established,  except  430,000  dollars,  being  the  dilliercnce 
between  the  estimated  increase  in  the  receipt  of  the 
internal  revenues  and  direct  taxes,  and  the  770,000 
dollars  remaining  to  be  provided  for  in  the  foregoing 
estimate. 

\\  ith  these  considerations,  it  is  submitted  whether 
it  may  not  be   expedient  and  prudent  to  provide  new 


.'he  actual'receipts  into  the  Treasury  from   the  rev- 
ei;  le.  as  now  established,  including  the   internal   rev-  |  revenues,   capable  of  producing   either   the  whole,  or 
ei^ie*  and  direct  tax,   are   not   estimated,  for   the  year  ,  such  part   of  the  770,000  dollars,   unprovided   for,  as 


1^  4,  at  mort.  than  $10,100,000,  viz: 
F  /m  custom^  and  public  lands  - 
III  ;rnal  reveuues  and  direct  tax  - 
Il|:o  this  suD'  be  added  that  part  of  the 
[■alance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  3l8t 
|)ecember,  1813,  which  has  been  csti- 
Inated  above,  to  be  applicable  to  the 
^xpensea  of  the  year  1814,  and  which, 
;puQ  the  pdnciples  above  staled,  may 


$6,600,000 
3,-500,000 


may  appear  necessary  to  fulfil  the  public  engagements, 
and  secure  to  the  financial  operations  of  the  (iovern- 
ment  the  confidence,  stability,  and  success,  which  is 
due  to  its  fidelity,  and  to  the  ample  resources  of  the 
country. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  JONES, 
Aclivi^  Stcretary  uf  the  Treasury. 
Teeasiri  DtPART.nxsT,  ^an.  8,  1814. 
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PUNISHMENT  OF  TREASON. 

Mr.  Whight,  after  some  obserTations,  moved 
the  followiofj  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  2d  section  of  the  act  for  the  establishment  of 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  relative  to  spies,  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Stockton  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  saociion  the  resolution  so  far  as  to  deliberate 
upon  it.  The  principle  contained  in  it,  said  Mr. 
S..  is  so  monstrous  that  I  do  hope  no  reference 
will  be  made  of  it.  The  amount  of  it  is  simply 
this,  whether  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  are  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  privileges 
of  the  Constitution,  are  to  be  placed  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  court  martial,  and  subject  to 
military  law.  This  appears  to  me  a  monstrous 
principle  without  the  lea?.!  necessity  for  its  ex- 
ercise. Whence,  sir.  is  the  necessity  of  subject- 
ing our  citizens  to  martial  law?  If  any  citi- 
zen IS  found  aiding  and  assi<:ting  the  enemy,  in 
the  language  of  the  Constitution  adhering  to  the 
enemy,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  he  is  guilty 
of  treason,  and  can  be  tried  for  the  same  in  our 
courts  of  justice,  where  he  will  be  entitled  to  the 
inestimable  privilege  of  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  his 
country.  This  resolution  strikes  at  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  liberty.  It  strikes  at  that 
freat  bulwark  of  the  citizen,  the  trial  by  jury,  and 
do  hope  that  this  House  will  not  even  so  far 
sanction  such  a  resolution  as  to  deliberate  upon  it. 
I  do  not  come  here,  sir.  to  defend  spies,  and  I 
hope  i  shall  not  be  charged  with  being  the  de- 
lender  of  any  violators  of  the  laws  of  my  country. 
I  am  the  defender  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people  of  these  United  States,  and  by  the 
help  of  God  I  will  defend  them  while  I  have  a 
•eat  on  this  floor.  This  resolution  goes  to  sub- 
vert every  principle  of  civil  liberty,  to  place  the 
citizens  under  the  ban  of  martial  law.  to  prostrate 
courts  of  justice  and  the  trial  by  jury,  which  is 
euaraniied  by  the  Constitution,  and  i  hope  the 
House  will  not  so  far  sanction  it  as  to  refer  it  to 
any  committee. 

Mr.  Yancey  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table. — Lost. 

Mr.  Troup  observed  that  he  thought  the  pres- 
ent subject  as  worthy  of  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aflairs  as  some  others  which 
bad  been  referred.  He  had  understood  that  there 
were  a  number  of  cases  which  occurred  in  which 
citizens  of  the  United  States  had  given  informa- 
tion to  the  enemy.  He  mentioned  a  case  where 
he  understood  the  only  good  spring  used  by  the 
American  army  had  been  poisoned  twice,  no 
doubt  by  some  person  who  had  been  lurking 
about  the  camp.  Among  other  cases  which  he 
enumerated,  he  stated  that  he  understood  that 
while  General  Wilkinson  was  descending  the 
St.  Lawrence  with  his  army,  Judge  Ford,  who 
resided  somewhere  there,  hoisted  a  light  in  his 
upper  story  which  gave  the  British  information, 
and  that  Wilkinson's  army  was  soon  fired  on. 
He  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fact,  he  had  seen  it 


in  newspapers,  or  had  heard  it;  he  had  understood 
that  Judge  Ford  was  a  very  violent  partisan,  but 
in  other  respects  a  man  of  good  character. 

Mr.  Macon  said  thai  this  question  appeared  to 
him  one  that  could  be  better  settled  by  referring 
the  subject  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
than  by  a  reference  to  any  other  committee,  be- 
cau>e,  let  the  latter  make  any  report,  it  must 
finally  be  settled  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
If  it  is  now  refused  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  question  will  be  settled  at  once.  The  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  was,  whether  a  civil  or  mili- 
tary law  should  prevail.  This  was  the  real 
question,  and  it  could  be  better  settled  by  a  ref- 
erence to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  than 
by  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflairs  ;  he  would,  therefore,  suggest  to  the  mojver 
the  propriety  of  so  modifying  it. 

Mr.  Wright  agreed  to  modify  the  resolutioti. 
so  as  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  inquire  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Stockton  said  he  was  more  opposed  to  a 
reference  of  the  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  than  he  was  to  a  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afl!airs.  because,  if  they  re- 
ferred it  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it 
would  be  an  acknowledgment  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  worthy  to  be  debated.  It  has.  said  Mr. 
S.,  been  well  observed  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina.  (Mr.  Macon,)  that 
there  is  but  one  question  to  decide  on  in  this  res- 
olution, that  is,  whether  civil  or  military  law  is 
to  be  the  law  of  the  land.  Upon  such  a  ques- 
tion I  hope,  that,  as  the  representatives  of  free- 
men, we  shall  decide  without  hesitation,  that  we 
will  not  c'ebate  or  deliberate  on  the  subject.  I 
again  repeat,  there  is  no  necessity  fur  this  reso- 
lution. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
that  ark  of  our  safety — has  defined  treason,  and 
whoever  is  guilty  can  be  tried  by  a  jury,  and  be 
punished  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  Ev- 
ery case  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia (Mr.  Troup)  amounts  to  treason  if  the  facts 
be  as  stated,  because  they  came  within  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution,  which  declares  trea- 
son to  consist  in  adhering  to  our  enemies,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort.  The  law  of  treason  in 
this  country  has  been  settled  by  various  decis- 
ions, and  there  is  no  doubt  that  gfiving  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy  is  treason.  If  any  of  the 
circumstances  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  are  correct,  why  have  not  the  persons 
been  tried  for  their  ofiences  ?  There  is  then  no 
necessity  to  deliberate  on  this  resolution,  and  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  referred.  1  am  glad  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Trodp,)  when  he. 
mentioned  the  circumstance  concerning  Judge 
Ford,  explained,  by  saying  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  circumstance  which  he  stated.  I  have 
known  Judge  Ford  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
formerly  lived  in  New  Jersey,  and  is  a  man  of 
the  highest  honor  and  integrity.  It  is  true  he  is 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  present  war,  and  speaks 
his  opinion  freely  concerning  it.  "  This  is  the 
head  and  front  of  his  offending."  But.  sir.  if 
this  be  a  crime,  there  are  many,  very  many,  in 
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be  United  States  who  are  equally  guilty,  and  I 
relieve  th»t,  if  the!  war  continues,  there  suon  will 
■e  many  rnore  opposed  to  it  than  now  are.  I  do 
lot  believi;  that  Judge  Ford  hoisted  a  light  for 
;be  purpoi*  of  giving  information  to  the  enemy. 

have  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  upon  ray  re- 
,poDsibilii}%  that  I  believe  the  charge  to  be  an 
■  nfamous  blander.' 

^  .vlr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  said  that  he  was  of 
pinion  there  ought  to  be  some  alteration  of  the 
iw,  as  he  f  elieved  some  offences  were  commit- 
\ed  which  could  not  be  punisiied  by  our  existing 
aw>.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
ersey   (iMr.   Sto;;kton)   whether    a    man   who 

as  found  in  Canada,  while  our  army  was  there, 

parking  about  our  camp,  or  giving  intelligence  to 

^he  enemy,  if  he  (;ould  be  tried  lor  treason?   He 

lelieved  nut.  as  lh»;  act  would  be  done  out  of  the 

Jniied  States.     He  thought  there  ought  to  be  a 

einedy   for    such    cases.     He  should,  however. 

ote  against  the  p>re?ent  resolution,  as  it  was  too 

.raited,  being  coniioed  to  an  inquiry  concerning 

;mending  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Mr.  Grusvenok  did  suppose  that  Congress 
ever  would  seriously  take  into  consideration 
ny  subject,  the  passage  of  which  would  be  a 
iolation  cf  the  Constitution.     If,  said  Mr.  G., 

J  "ft  advert  to  the  Constitution,  we  there  find  trea- 
OD  defined  to  consist  in  levying  war  against  the 
Joited  Stales,  of  in  adhering  to  their  enemies, 
'giving  thetn  aid  and  comfort  ;  and,  by  an  amend- 
iieol  to  the  Constitution,  it  is  declared  that  no 
»erson  sh^l  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or 
'tther  infajTious  crime,  except  by  a  presentment 
'  ;y  a  granc(  jury,  except  the  military  or  militia  in 
'  1»e  actualfeervice.of  the  United  States.  If  Con- 
;    ress   can    provide   for    the   punishment    of  the 

■  asss  menrioned  by  military  law,  they  can  do  so 
;  !y  the  ciril  law.     And,  sir,   without   the   least 

lecessity.  will  we  put  our  citizens  under  martial 
'  av:  ?     Shall  we  expose  our  citizens  to  military 

lunishmeiit,  and  deprive  them  of  the  right  of 
!  ,h^  trial  by  jury.     But   will  gentlemen   reflect 

iia-t  this  resolution  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
j  ^obstitution.  What,  sir,  are  we  told  by  the 
'jover?     That  the  Constitution  requires  in  the 

■  ass  of  treason  two  witnesses  to  the  overt  act.  in 
:  .rder    to   convict    the    accused,    but  that  a  spy 

iiight  be  tried  by  martial  law  and  convicted  on 
:  ;ie  testimony  of  one  witness.  What,  sir,  is  this 
[  lUttevading  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  ? 
;frnason  is  defined  by  the  Constitution  to  be  ad- 
i  er»ng  to  our  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
j  inr,  and  two  witnesses  are  required.  But  call 
;  I  by  another  name,  although  ttie  crime  is  trea- 
,)n,  and  try  the  accused  by  martial  law,  and  but 
ne  witness  is  required.  What  is  this,  sir,  but  a 
lolation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
Jonl  Again,  sir,  no  citizen  can  be  tried  by  luar- 
i|al  law  except  those  belonging  to  the  miUtary 
if  militia  in  actual  service,  every  other  citizen  is 
'iititled  by:tlie  Ciuistitutiou  to  the  inestimable 
(  rivilege  ut  a  trial  by  a  jury.  Congress  possesses 
JO  power  I?  pas*  a  law  in  conformity  to  the  res- 
\  JuFiun.  and  I  wish  gentlemen,  if  they  can.  to 
i  ;tpUta  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  which 


I  have  read,  and  show  where  exists  the  power. 
If  they  have  no  power,  why  refer  the  subject  to 
a  committee,  or  why  deliberate  on  it?  There 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a  spy  found  in  our 
camps  is  guilty  of  treason,  for  he  is  thereby  ad- 
hering to  the  enemy,  and  you  cannot  by  calling 
the  offence  by  any  other  name,  prevent  him  from 
having  the  benefit  of  a  jury  trial,  or  convict  hirn 
on  the  testimony  of  one  witness. 

Sir,  if  gentlemen  will  look  at  our  Declaration 
of  Independence,  they  will  find  that  one  of  the 
complaints  urged  there  was,  that  the  inhabitants 
were  dragged  before  military  tributials.  This 
was  one  of  the  reasons  which  caused  a  separa- 
tion from  the  mother  country,  and  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  deliberate  on  a  resolution  which 
goes  to  subject  every  man  in  the  United  States 
to  be  dragged  before  the  military  tribunals  and 
tried  by  martial  law.  With  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  I  do  not  believe  the  report  concern- 
ing Judge  Ford.  I  have  known  hira  for  a  long 
time.  He  is  the  first  judge  of  the  country  in 
which  he  resides,  and  is  esteemed  as  a  man  of 
the  highest  integrity.  1  believe  he  would  be  as 
far  from  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy  as  the 
President,  or  any  man  in  the  United  States. 
True,  he  has  talked  much  and  written  against 
the  present  war;  in  doing  this,  he  exercised  a 
Constitutional  privilege,  and  if  he  has  violated 
the  laws,  let  him  be  constitutionally  tried  and 
punished.  Sir,  he  never  will  be  tried;  nothing 
but  these  idle  rumors  will  ever  be  against  him. 

II  any  persons  have  given  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  1  would  join  in  punishing  them  constitu- 
tionally, but  I  entreat  gentlemen  not  to  travel  out 
of  the  broad  and  safe  road  of  liberty  into  the 
narrow  winding  paths  of  military  tyranny. 

Mr,  Troup  said,  that  in  an'-wer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  who  asked  the  reason  why 
those  persons,  who  were  spies,  could  not  be  tried 
by  the  civil  authority  as  well  as  the  military,  he 
would  observe,  that  often,  when  a  person  was 
found  in  a  camp  or  the  vicinity,  engaged  in  his 
treasonous  projects,  and  was  apprehended,  he  ap- 
plied to  a  judge  for  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
and  was.  by  that  writ,  rescued  from  the  hands  of 
the  military  and  carried  before  the  judge,  who, 
not  having  proof,  discharged  him,  and  he  again 
returned  to  his  infamous  business.  The  reason 
why  martial  law  was  established  at  all.  was  be- 
cause cases  might  happen  which  would  require 
speedy  justice. 

Mr.  Maco.n  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
reference,  because  he  thought  it  an  important 
question,  and  was  willing  to  have  it  discussed. 
He  was  at  present  against  the  resolution,  but  he 
thought  it  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  give  gentlemen 
an  opportunity  when  they  wished  to  discuss  any 
question.  He  was  for  granting  that  indulgence 
to  others  which  he  should  wish  granted  to  him- 
self The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  spoken 
of  this  resolution  as  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  It  would  be  recollected,  that  it  was  not 
ihe  reference  which  violates  the  Consiitutioo, 
but  the  passage  of  the  law  ;  and  even  if  an  uncon- 
siitutioual  law  were  pas.sed,  we  had  judges  who 
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no  doubt  would  declare  it  null  and  void.     The  '  corpus,  issued  by  the  civil  magistrate.     And  are 


judges  had  once  declared  a  law  unconstitutional 
and  void,  and  he  trusted  they  would  do  so  again 
whenever  unconstitutional  laws  were  passed. 

Mr,  Webster  said,  that  if  the  })roposiiion 
were  to  consider  whether  it  was  necessary  to 
provide  additional  legal  punishments  for  any  de- 
scription of  offences,  he  should  see  no  objection 
to  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  committee. 
If  illegal  intercourse  existed  with  the  enemy,  he 


we  to  deliberate  whether  it  be  not  proper  for  us 
to  prevent  the  delivery  of  the  citizens  of  this 
country  from  illegal  arrests  and  imprisonment  by 
the  interposition  of  their  great  Constitutional 
remedy,  their  writ  of  habeas  corpus?  The  Con- 
stitution contains  no  provision  more  valuable;  it 
makes  no  injunction  more  direct  aiA  imperative 
than  those  respecting  trials  for  trelreon,  and  the 
benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus.     Treason  is  not  left 


should  go  as  far  as  any  one  in  applying  Constitu-    to  be  defined,  even  by  the  highest  courts  of  law 


tutionai  remedies  to  that  evil.  But  this  resolution 
proposes,  in  efiect,  to  consider  whether  it  is  not 
expedient  to  try  accusations  for  treason  before 
military  instead  of  civil  tribunals.  However 
glaring  may  be  the  idea,  yet  such  is  in  truth  the 
real  nature  of  the  proposition.     It  is  to  change 


It  was  foreseen  that,  in  times  of  commotion,  vic- 
tims might  be  sacrificed  to  constructive  treason; 
that  doctrine  which,  in  other  places  and  other 
times,  has  shed  so  much  innocent  blood,  and 
which  brought  Algernon  Sydney  to  the  scaffold. 
The  Constitution,  therefore,  defines  treason,  and 


the  forum  for  the  trial  of  treason.  The  mover  of  prescribes  the  mode  of  proof.  But  what  is  there 
the  resolution,  and  the  gentleman  from  the  State  in  the  worst  cases  of  construction  of  treason  that 
of  Georgia,  (Mr.  Trocp,)  have  not  left  any  doubt  can  be  compared,  in  point  of  enormity,  to  the 
on  this  subject.  They  have  alluded  to  cases  proposition  now  before  us?  This  is  not  to  give 
which  they  suppose  the  resolutions  to  embrace,  a  latitude  of  construction  to  the  judge;  it  is  to 
and  for  which  t.'iey  deem  it  necessary  to  provide  take  the  cause  away  from  the  judge,  and  carry  it 
military  punishment.  But  what  is  the  nature  of  to  the  camp.  Instead  of  indictment,  arraignment, 
those  cases  ?  Are  they  not  cases  of  treason  ?  It  and  trial,  it  proposes  the  summary  process  of  mar- 
is said  information  has  been  communicated  to  tial  law.  If  the  proposition  should  pass  into  a 
the  enemy,  very  material  to  hira,  respecting  the  law,  it  takes  away  the  Constitutional  definitioa 
operations  of  our  own  forces,  by  citizens  of  the  of  the  offence;  it  takes  away  the  prescribed  mode 
United  States.  Signals  are  said  to  have  been  of  proof  ;  it  takes  away  the  trial  by  jury  ;  it  lakes 
made  for  this  purpose  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  away  the  civil  tribunal,  and  establishes  the  mili- 
elsewhere.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  the  act 
of  communicating  to  the  enemy  important  intel- 
ligence, whether  by  signals  or  otherwise,  whereby 
he  is  the  better  able  to  defend  himself,  or  attack 


tary.     On  a  resolution  of  this  sort,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve the  House  will  consent  to  deliberate. 

Mr.  Hanson  said  he  should  not  attempt  to 
add  anything  by  way  of  argument  to  what  had 
his  adversary,  is  not  treason  ?  Is  not  this  giving  ■  fallen  from  his  honorable  friends  from  New  York, 
to  the  tnemy  aid  and  comfort  ?  May  it  not  be  New  Jersey,  and  New  Hampshire,  (Messrs. 
in  many  cases  the  most  important  service  which  Grosvenor,  Stockton,  and  Webster.)  but  he 
can  b».'  rendered  him?  Certainly,  sir,  all  such  ,  could  not  remain  wholly  silent  when  such  a  sub- 
offences  as  gentlemen  have  mentioned  are  pro-  ject  was  under  discussion.  He  said,  the  object 
vided  for  by  law,  and  adequate  penalties  annexed  i  of  the  gentleman  over  the  way,  was  as  obvious 
to  the  commission.  The  simple  question  before  <  and  apparent,  as  if  it  were  written  on  the  Speak- 
us  is,  whether  we  will  consider  the  propriety  of  er's  forehead,  in  the  largest  characters.  The 
taking  the  power  of  trying  for  these  offences  from  war  being  pretty  well  over  with  England,  and 
the  courts  of  law,  where   the  Constitution   has    their  fury  against  the  enemy  almost  spent,  a  war 


placed  It.  and  confer  it  on  the  military.  Sir,  the 
proposition  strikes  rae  as  monstrous.  I  cannot 
consent  to  entertain  the  consideration  of  it  even 
for  a  moment.  It  goes  to  destroy  the  plainest 
Constitutional  provisions.  If  it  should  prevail, 
I  should  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  a  most  enor- 


was  now  to  be  commenced  agaiust  our  own  cit- 


izens, against  a  party  in   this  country.     He  had 
noticed,  and   perfectly   understood    the   prepara- 


ty  in   tl 

;tly   unt 
tions  in  the  course  of  the  day  in  getting  up  the 
new  apparatus  and  machinery  of  war,  as  prepar- 
atory   to    its  final    termination.     He  considered 


mous  stride  of  usurpation.  Nothing,  in  any  Gov-  j  all  this  bustle,  taken  together  with  the  resolutioa 
ernment  called  a  free  one.  even  in  the  worst  of  submitted,  as  the  last  dying  convulsive  struggle 
times,  has  exceeded  it.     " 


one.  even  in  the  worst  of 
I  am  utterly  shocked  at 
the  arguments  offered  in  favor  of  it.  When  the 
mover  was  a:-ked  why,  in  the  cases  he  mentioned, 
the  offenders  could  not  be  punished  for  treasona- 
ble practices,  I  understood  him  to  answer,  that 
on  trials  for  treason  m  the  courts  of  law,  the  tes- 
timony of  two  wilnes.ves  is  required;  but  if  the 
trial  could  be  transferred  to  a  military  tribunal, 
the  two  witnesses  could  be  dispensed  with.  Are 
we  now  gravely  to  consider  upon  a  proposition, 
of  which  this  is  among  the  professed  objects? 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (.Mr.  Troup)  ob- 
served, that  when  persons  had  been  apprehended 
for  offences,  they   had  been  rescued   by  habeas 


of  the  war  party. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  obtained,  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  Constitution  would  be 
sapped;  that  sacred  instrument  was  violated  and 
destroyed  ;  the  charter  of  our  freedom  was  torn 
in  tatters  and  given  to  the  winds. 

Mr,  H.  said,  the  majority  had  already  pro- 
ceeded further  in  their  liberticidal  projects  than 
could  have  been  imagined  possible  a  few  years 
ago.  But  the  other  day,  at  a  single  incubation, 
a  hideous  brood  of  spies  and  informers  had  been 
brought  forth — a  swarm  of  petty  tyrants,  Execu- 
tive minions  and  creatures,  had  been  spread 
through  the  country.    Gentlemen  were  not  satis- 
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•fipd  with  what  (hey  had  done,  but  seemed  re- 
solved to  take  another  stride  which  would  carry 
them  conipletely  beyond  ailConstitutional  limits. 

J  The  barntrs  of  liberty    were  to   be   effectually 
broken  down,  the  civil  authorities  crushed,  and 
martial  larw  proclaimed  through  the  land,  while 
^ihe  miniuns  of  power  were  raised  above  the  Con- 
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Mr.  H.^said.  the  axe  was  laid  lo  the  root  of  the 


tree  of  liberty;  the  tree  of  tyranny  might  be 
planted — its  fibres  might  shoot,  and  for  a  time 
hug  the  5:oil,  but.  before  they  took  deep  root,  it 
would  be  levelled  by  the  blasts  of  liberty,  while 
f.he  old  t>UQk,  s'ill  retaining  the  vital  power, 
Would  sh^ot  forth  new  and  vigorous  branches  to 
shelter  our  liberthes.  His  feelings  would  not  per- 
;{iiit  him  (o  enter  into  an  argument  against  the 
monstrou*  proposition  before  the  House.  The 
"•pretext  for  a  was,  that  offences  had  been  alleged 
0  be  coroVnitted  by  certain  disaffected  individu- 
lis  who  tiad  been  brought  before  the  courts  of 
ustice,  wljere  they  were  acquitted  and  discharged. 
Why  ?  i^ecause  they  were  nctguilty — ihey  had 
committed  no  crime — they  were  innocent.  The 
p-acnficer  deprived  of  his  victims,  such  inconve- 


Calhoun,  Chappell.  Cloplon,  Comatock,  Conard,  Cr»w- 
ford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Penn.,  Dawaon,  De- 
noyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Gourdin,  Griifin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Humphreys, 
IngerBoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  John- 
■on  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  .McLean, 
Moore,  Murfree,  .Xelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickeni', 
Piper,  Plea^ianU,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania.  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nesiiee,  Rich,  Rinzgold,  Roane,  Roherts,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup.  Udree,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  W  ilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Chevcs,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Da- 
venport, Davis  of  MassachusetU.  Dewey,  Duvali,  Ely, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston,  Geddes,' 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hufty,  Hanger- 
ford,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kmg  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  .North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  .Markell,  .Miller,  .Moffit,  .Montgomery,  Moseley, 
Oakley,    Ormaby,    Pearson,    Pickering,    Pitkin,    Post, 

„,^-  .  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridge- 

liient  obstacles  to  the  work  of  blood  as  courts  of'  '^^  ^ohertson,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Shcffey, 
iustice  were  to  be  removed,  and  military  tribu-  1  ^*>^'^'*oo*l.  ^hipherd.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
palserect»'d  in  their  ^lace,  to  insure  despatch  in  I  It^*'''^^"'^'",!*'''' ^t,"/.?".- Tag?arl,Ta!lmadge, Taylor, 
i>xecuimg;"summary  justice."  Martial  law  might 
be  proclaimed,  but  it  would  and  should  be  abol- 
>ished  andc  put  down  by  the  redeeming  spirit  in 
^he  peoplt«.     The  times  were  alarming,  and  re- 


wjuired  aciditional  safeguards  for  freedom  and 
ife'ltecks  on  power,  instead  of  diminishing  those  al- 
ready provided. 

^  Mr.  Ga^to.n  merely  rose  to  answer  a  remark 
Jviiiuch  had  been  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Ver- 
*(iioat,  (Mr.  Fisk.)  and  which  had  not  been  an- 
swered. The  gentleman  supposed  the  case  of 
treason  being  committed  out  of  tlie  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  he  asks,  where  is  the 
flaw  to  panish  iiie  offender?  Sir,  said  Mr.  G., 
ythe  Con^t'aution  has  given  to  Congress  the  power 
rf»o  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  treason,  com- 
itted  eiiner  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere. 


P 


and  the  ooly  question  is,  has  Congress  made  the  : 
{provision  ?     By  adverting  to  the  first  volume  of 
mhe  Laws  of  the  United  States,  it  will  be  found 
that  one  i(f  the  first  acts   Congress  did.  was  to 
5pas<  a  law  punishing  treason.     In  this  law.  trea- 
son comn?itted    against  the    United  States,  not 
vithin  either  of  the  States,   is   punishable  with 
eHth,  and  the  place  is  designated  where  the  of- 
enders  sl;all   be  tried.     Sir.  I  am  as  much  dis- 
iO)5ed  as  niy  honorable  colleague  (.Mr.  Macon)  to 
xtend  aci^  of  courtesy  to  members  of  this  House. 
)ui  I  can  (lever  consent  to  refer  to  any  commit 
;ee,  whether  we  shall  punish  an  offence  in  a  dif- 
ferent maijner  from  that  which  the  Constitution 
[ircscribes.! 

^    The  qu(*siion  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 
*nd  deteritiined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  86,  nays 

T7.  as  foll(|ws : 

lK'^^*!~H*"?>"',\'f""'^"U^''^°'   •^"'^"son,  Ar-         .......»„,^.   ^rcner,   uayiies  of    .MassachusetU 

In'''    ^^".B"\"arnetl   Bayly  of  Virginia,  BealJ,     Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigel<^w.   Boyd,  Bradlury    Wk' 
3owen.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,   Butler,  CaldweU,  1  enndge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  CaperU,  CalhoS',  Cham 


Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
W^heaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MassachusetU,  Winter, 
Wood,  and  Yancey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  resolution  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Hanson  withdrew  his  resolutions  submit- 
ted by  him  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and  submitted  the 
following  in  lieu  thereof: 

1.  /^Mo/r^rf,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  communicate  to  this 
House  any  information  in  his  possession,  and  which  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  divulge,  in  relation  to  the 
omission  or  refusal  of  the  French  Government  to  ac- 
credit the  .Minister  Plenipotentiary  sent  by  the  United 
States  to  that  Court,  or  of  his  reception,  if  accredited  ; 
of  the  time  when  he  was  so  accredited,  and  of  the 
progress  of  his  negotiation. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  .Mr.  Turreau,  late  Minister  of  France 
did  or  did  not,  on  or  about  the  14th  of  June  1809* 
write  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  setting  forth 
the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  his  Government 
would  treat  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United 
States,  and  urging  certain  complainU  against  thi» 
Government,  and  requiring  certain  political  sacrifices 
to  be  made  as  an  indispensable  pre-requisite  to  the 
formation  of  such  a  treaty,  and  whether  the  said  letter 
was  not  withdrawn  from  the  archives  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  and  how  and  when  it  was  so  with- 
drawn ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolutions,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  90,  nays  69,  as  follows: 

Yeas— .Messrs.   Archer,   Baylies  of   .MassachusetU 
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pion,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cox,  Creighton, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  MassachusetU,  Dewey, 
Duvail,  Ely,  Eppos,  ForFyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Ged- 
des, (irosvenor.  Hale,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Humphreys, 
Hungcrford,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  John- 
ion  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  .MassachusetU,  Law,  Lew- 
is, Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell,  McLean, 
Miller,  .Moffitt,  .Moseley,  .Murfree,  Nelson,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  PleasanU,  Poht,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Wilham  Reed,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Rug- 
gles, Schureman,  Seylnrt,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Stuart,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Troup,  Vose, 
Ward  of  .MassachusetU,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  .Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Buweii,  Brown,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crouch,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Earle,  Evuns,  F'arrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Ingham.  Irwin.  Ker- 
shaw, Kiibourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LcfferU, 
McCoy,  .McKim,  Moore,  Newton,  Ornisby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Kmggold,  Roane,  Rol>erU,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  'I'aylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Before  deciding  further  on  the  same,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Tuesday.  January  11. 

Mr.  HuMPHREya  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitant.s  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  praying  that 
certain  lands  in  that  State  may  be  set  apart  to 
satisfy  warrants  already  issued  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  lands  which  have 
been  located,  prior  to  the  year  1790.  may  be  re- 
surveyed. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Land.s. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  further  to  amend  the  act 
regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board  of  private 
armed  ships  ;  which  was  read  twice. and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  that  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  •' providing  for  the  appointment  of 
Postmasters." — [That,  after  the  first  day  of  May 
next,  no  person  shall  act  as  Postmaster  in  any  of 
the  principal  offices  of  the  United  Stales,  who 
shall  not  have  been  nominated  by  the  President, 
and  received  the  approbation  of  the  Senate.] 
The   bill  was  twice  read  and  commilted. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  House  resunied  the  consideration  of  the 
two  resolutions  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Han-  | 
SON.     A  division  of  the  (juestion  having  been  re- I 
quired,  the  question  was  first  stated  on  the  follow-  I 
ing  resolution  :  i 

Re»oh-ed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  I 
be,  and  he  is  herei)y,  requested  to  communicate  to  this  , 
House  any  information  in  his  possession,  and  which  it  j 


may  not  be  improper  to  divulge,  in  relation  to  the 
omission  or  refusal  of  the  French  Government  to  ac- 
credit the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  sent  by  the  United 
States  to  that  Court,  or  of  his  reception,  if  accredited, 
at  the  time  when  he  was  so  accredited,  and  of  the  pro- 
gress of  his  negotiation. 

.Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  his 
object  in  yesterday  calling  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  was  to  separate  this  from  that  which 
was  connected  with  it.  To  this  resolution  he 
could  see  no  objection  ;  it  was  drawn  up  in  re- 
spectful language  and  in  the  usual  form.  It 
asked  for  information  in  a  proper  manner,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  not  refuse  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  resolution,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  second 
resolution  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  M.  Turreau,  late  Minister  of  France,  did  or 
did  not,  on  or  about  the  14th  of  June,  1807,  write  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  setting  forth  the  terms 
and  conditions  upon  which  his  Government  would 
treat  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  Sutes, 
and  urging  certain  complaints  against  this  Government, 
and  requiring  certain  political  sacrifices  to  be  made  as 
an  indispensable  pre-requitsite  to  the  formation  of  such 
a  treaty,  and  whether  the  said  letter  was  not  withdrawn 
from  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  how 
and  when  it  was  so  withdrawn  ;  and  that  the  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Calhou.n  said  it  was  a  good  rule  generally 
in  cases  of  this  kind  that  inquiry  be  granted, 
where  it  is  moved  in  a  proper  manner.  On  such 
motions  a  very  great  liberality  had  usually  pre- 
vailed in  this  House,  which  had  been  displayed 
in  the  vote  ju>t  taken.  But  as  to  the  particular 
resolution  before  us,  it  is  of  that  class  which 
ought  not  to  be  passed  in  the  present  stage  of  its 
existence.  To  induce  the  House  to  pass  this  res- 
olution, there  ought  to  be  three  things  stated.  He 
need  not  suggest  that  this  inquiry  was  of  an  un- 
precedented character,  and  varying  from  all  usual 
calls  on  the  Executive  for  information.  To  war- 
rant the  adoption,  a  specific  object  ought  to  be 
first  stated:  secondly,  what  was  expected  to  grow 
out  of  it ;  and  thirdly,  that  the  object  was  of  a 
character  to  warrant  the  investigation.  Such 
inquiries  as  that  now  proposed,  without  these 
three  prerequisites,  would,  he  conceived,  riolate 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  By  that  instru- 
ment, diplomacy  was  confided  wholly  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive. This  House  had  indeed  the  power  to 
require  information,  but  it  was  through  the  Ex- 
ecutive department  that  it  ought  to  be  sought 
lor,  and  not  through  inquisitorial  committees  of 
this  House,  or  on  such  vague  statements  as  had 
been  made.  The  inofficial  mode  of  inquiry  now 
proposed  was  a  departure  from  the  legitimate 
province  of  this  body,  to  which  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  accede. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  flat- 
tered himself,  when  he  had  the  honor  to  make  a 
statement  a  few  days  ago  on  this  subject  to  the 
House,  that  his  object  would  be  distinctly  under- 
fctood.    As  to  the  proceeding  which  this  House 


I 


4 


|891 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


892 


H  orR.  t 


Relations  vfith  France. 


January,  1814. 


i  ' 


in.  its  wisflom  might  think  proper  to  ground  on 
this   resoliltionj  it   was   not   for   him   lo  dictate. 
Certain  it' was.  that  if  any  high  and  responsible 
officer  haJ  done  any  act  for  which  he  was  amen- 
able to  tlje  Constitutional  authority,  it  was  the 
duty  of  t^s  Houie  to  lay  the  foundation  to  an  in- 
liiry.     Tpe  statement  which  he  had  made,  was 
f  itself,  hf  conceived,  sufficient  foundation  for  the 
^House  to  juoceed  upon.     He  entertained  no  wish 
on  his  paw  to  examioe  the  Department  of  State, 
asithe  geiitleman  appeared  to  suppose,  or  any  of- 
ficer of  tli^  Goveinment,  in  relation  to  the  object. 
Jof  the  inquiry  ;  on  the  contrary   he  pledged  him- 
*sclf  to  be' able  to  prove  the  statement  he   then 
made,  without  resorting  to  any  department  of  the 
Government.     He  denied  in  toto  the  principle  laid 
do:wn  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  on 
^he  subjecj  of  the  grounds  necessary  to  authorize 
jlnfluiry.    K>o  we  not  know,  said  he,  that  it  is  the 
tprictice  ii*  this  House,  as  well  as  in  the  British 
.^Parrliamert*,  that  information  given  by  any  mem- 
ber rising  ^n  his  place  may  be  made  the  founda- 
ion  of  at/  inquiry?     The  gentleman   had  said, 
'r.  H.  olrierved,  that  a  committee  ought  not  to 
|beappoint.«'d  on  this  matter;  that  an  inquiry  ought 
01  to  be  (granted  in  the  present  state  of  vague 
nfurmalutQ.     Now.  Mr.  H.  said,  the  information 
jiven  had-becn  as  precise  and  explicit  as  could 
^e.     It  hau  been  -tated  in  this  House,  that  a  let- 
flerofa  ra;')st  insulting  nature,  requiring  of  this 
jGroverumttQl  the  most  degrading  political  sacri- 
•^aces,  a  letii'r  striking  at  the  honor  of  the  Govern- 
^«;nt.  had'been  transmitted  by  the  French  Min- 
*ster  to  th^  Secreiary  of  Stale,  and  placed  on  the 
iles  of  tha-:  Department.     And  what  constituted 
he  files  oi!  tiiat  office?  he  asked.     If  such  a  let- 
ter had  b;en  transmitted  to  the   Department  of 
•State,  ani^  suflVrtd  to  remain  in  that  office,  was 
it  not  on  (he  tile\  of  the  Department?     Was  it 
netessary  ,»hat  u  should  be  recorded,  to  constitute 
jts.admiss:jn  ?     Ic  had  remained  in  the  office  suf- 
ficiently   fjng  to   give    it    an    official   character. 
What  wai  the  nature  of  this  document?     As  far 
back  as  thi;  year  1S09 — and  gentlemen  would  re- 
collect the  state  cf  our  foreign    relations  at  that 
inoe  ;  whe|i  a  Minister  coming  from  England  with 
fufl  powers  to  negfjtiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
erce  watmomeiitly  expected — the  French  Min- 
icr  addrt^ses  to  this  Government  a  letter,  to  be 
leld  as  a  j^jd  in  ^rrorejrt  if  we  presumed  to  nego- 
iate  with  |3riiain.  This  letter  set  forth  certain  pre- 
ended  gn«  vanccb,  and  required  particular  politi- 
•al  sacnfuies  of  our  Government,  on  the  presurap- 
itiugi  that  i|  was  going  to  make  a  treaty  with  Great 
^Britain.     It  appeared   from   that   letter,   Mr.  H. 
iiaid,  that  Krauce  set  forth  certain  di.«graceful  and 
lIi.<^bonora&le  conditions  on  which  alone  it  would 
fiecnaia  at' amity  with   this  Government.     IS'ow, 
^all  this  d^)cument  public  or  private,  the  question 
Swas:  had;t  been  received  by  our  Gfovernraent  ? 
frije  viewj  and  feelings  of  the  French  Govern- 
lmi?nt  had'been  spread  on  paper,  and  could  be  as 
T^well  knowin  through  a  private  as  through  a  pub- 

fie  docunrtent.     As  to  the  objection  stated  on  a 
_  ormer  ocfa!'ion, 'he  letter  was  a  private  letter, 
[addressed  Jio  the  gentleman  who  held  the  office  of 


Secretary  of  State,  but  not  in  his  official  capacity. 
Mr.  H.  said   that   this  objection   was    perfectly 
frivolous.     The  letter  was  addressed  to    Robert 
Smith,  Esq..  as  Secretary  of  State;  it  treated  of 
nothing  but  public  business, and  the  Minister  said 
he  fell  himself  thus  called  u\k)Q  to  explain  to  the 
American  the  views  of  the  French  Government. 
Not  to  go  fully  into  the  subject  at  this  time,  but 
merely  to  show  that  this  House  was  already  pos- 
.«essed  of  sufficient  inlormaiion  to  act  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  was  enough  to  say  that  a  document  of  im- 
mense importance   to  the  nation  had   been  con- 
cealed and  suppressed  from  public  view;   that 
whilst  we  have  gone  on  to  consider  France  as  a 
friendly  Power,  yet,  as  far  back  as  1809,  our  Gov- 
ernment perfectly  well  knew  that  it  had  nothing 
to  expect  from  the  justice  of  France.     And.  after 
having  made  those  political  sacrifices,  one  after 
another,  and  thus  done  everything  required  of  us 
by  this  tool  of  a  despot,  what  had  we  received  in 
return  ?     Had  there  been  any  restoration  of  the 
millions  OD  millions  of  properly  stolen  Irom  us,  or 
did  the  House   know  to  tins  day,  even,  that  our 
Minister  had  been  accredited  atthe  French  Court  ? 
It  was  of  the   utmost  importance,  Mr.  H.  said, 
that  such   matters  should  be   inquired    into.     It 
was  a  radical  principle  of  our  Government  that 
information  should  be  as  widely  as  possible  dif- 
fused among  the  people;  that  they  .should  not  be 
kept  in  a  situation  of  delusion  ;  that  they  should 
not  be  hoodwinked  and  blinded  lo  the  real  state  of 
our  affairs  with  foreign  nation.s— and  it  could  not 
be  denied  that  an  impenetrable  veil  had   hereto- 
fore been  spread  over  our  relations  with  France. 
Was  it  not  of  importance  to  this   House  and  to 
the  nation  to  know  in  what  manner  we  had  been 
involved  in  a  war.  which  one   half  of  this  com- 
munity knew  to  be  unjust  and  unnecessary,  and 
lelt  lo  be  oppressive?     At  the  period  when  this 
letter  was  transmitted,  this   Hou-.e  at  least   had 
pledged  itself  lo  a  system  of  neutrality.     Gentle- 
men on  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  at 
that  day  might  be  able  to  say  why  it  was,  after 
taking  a  stand  on  the  report  of  ibeir  committee, 
they  were  induced  to  change  their  neutral  ground. 
But  why  call  on  the  Executive,  as  was  suggested, 
for  this  information,  when  the  very  foundation  of 
the  inquiry  was,  that  the  President  had  done  an 
act   this   House   ought  to  inquire   into;  and   for 
which,  if  satisfied  ot  his  guilt,  the  President  ought 
to  be  proceeded  against  ?     Gentlemen  may  smile, 
said  Mr.  H.,  but  if  ihe  document  which  I  produced 
yesterday  (Mr.  Graham's  translation  of  the  let- 
ter) is  substantiated,  and  all  the  facts  said  to  be 
connected   with  it  are  proved,  then  I  say  that  a 
high  misdemeanor  has  been  committed.     Let  me 
a>k  gentlemen,  if  in  the  days  of  Adams's  Admin- 
istration a  letter  of  this  description  had  been  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Lislon  or  any  other  foreign  Minister 
to  our   Government,  and   it  had   been  concealed 
Irom  public  view,  and  the  people  had  never  heard 
ol  It  till  had  been  dragged  forth  like  this  letter, 
what  would  gentlemen  have  .said  ?     Sir,  said  Mr. 
H.,  I  want  an  op[)ortuniiy  to  prove  facts;  and,  if 
gentlemen  then   pronounce  a  verdict  of  acquit- 
lance,  let  them  do  so.    Ijut  do  not  suppress  an 
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inquiry  ;  do  not,  by  smothering  investigation,  at- 
tempt to  give  impunity  to  such  conduct.  Gen- 
tlemen appeared  to  liim,  Mr.  H.  said,  to  take  of- 
fence, as  if  they  had  a  fee  simple  in  the  Govern- 
ment, or  a  lease  of  power  for  rtihety-nine  years, 
renewable  for  ever,  whenever  any  investigation 
was  proposed  which  struck  at  the  character  of  the 
Executive.  They  must  expect,  said  he.  and  if 
they  do  not  they  ought,  that  we  shall  use  every 
fair  and  honorable  means  to  oust  them  from  the 
possession  of  power,  which  we  feel  they  have 
abused.  This  House  has  pledged  itself  to  the 
people,  by  implication,  that  this  subject  .shall  be 
investigated  ;  and,  let  me  ask  them,  what  will  be 
ihe  impression  if  this  motion  be  rejected  ?  As  to 
the  impression  I  wish  to  produce,  sir.  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  motion  will  be  tantamount  to  a  posi- 
tive proof  of  all  that  I  have  alleged. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  now  hoped  the  House 
would  refuse  the  inquiry  proposed.  He  had  asked 
for  a  specification  of  the  object,  and  had  received 
none.  He  asked  .for  practical  consequences  lo 
result  from  it.  and  had  received  none.  Mr.  C. 
pronounced  the  resolution  extraordinary  in  its 
character,  and  unprecedented  in  its  form.  The 
resolution  went  to  break  into  the  Executive  offi 
ces,  lo  call  ex  parte  witnesses  before  the  House  ; 
for  what  purpose?  For  the  highest  purpose  in 
the  power  of  the  House  ?  No  ;  for  a  mere  inqui- 
sitorial and  vexatious  procedure,  which  is.  as  no 
such  purpose  is  avowed,  to  lay  no  foundation  for 
impeachment,  the  only  object  wliich  would  jus- 
tify the  application  ot  such  means.  Suppose  it 
were  proved  that  this  letter  was  in  fact  written 
by  General  Turreau,  and  that  all  the  other  cir- 
cumstances relating  to  it  were  true,  which  for 
himself  he  did  not  credit,  what  did  it  prove? 
^lerely  that  an  impertinent  letter  had  been  writ- 
ten by  a  foreign  Minister.  Did  the  Executive 
sanction  it?  No.  What  view  the  Executive 
ought  to  take  of  such  a  letter,  or  how  lo  treat  it, 
depended  on  a  variety  of  circumstances  on  which 
this  House  had  not  the  means  lo  form  any  opinion. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  tins  House  would  not  grant 
shai  was  ill  his  view  a  direct  violation  ot  the 
splfft  of  the  Constitution.  He  went  on.  and  ad- 
Terted  to  the  nice  sensibility,  displayed  by  the 
whole  phalanx  of  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
yesterday,  on  a  mere  proposal  for  inquiry  into 
the  Consiitutional  power  of  Congress  to  punish 
spies.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  thought,  for  his  part,  we 
bad  the  Constitutional  power  lo  inquire  into  that 
subject.  He  hoped  on  this  occasion  to  see  gen- 
tlemen consistent,  and  exhibit  the  same  commend- 
able zeal  as  on  yesterday,  and  join  with  him  to 
secure  the  Cousiituiion  against  an  invasion  of  its 
spirit.  Mr.  C.  expatiated  on  the  vexatious  nature 
of  inquiries  of  this  description,  lending  to  no  prac- 
tical result,  dec.  As  to  all  the  insinuations  of 
French  influence,  and  the  vague  declamation 
which  the  House  had  heard,  he  did  not  deem  fit 
subjects  of  inquiry,  or  of  so  much*  importance  as 
to  constitute  ground  on  which  lo  put  the  Chief 
Magistrate  under  a  committee  of  this  House. 
Mr.  C.  repealed  the  three  requisites  he  had  before 
staled  as   necessary  to  justify   this  inquiry.     If 


gentlemen  could  show  that  a  crime  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Executive  of  such  a  character  as  to 
make  him  amenable  to  the  Constitutional  author- 
ity of  this  body,  then,  and  not  till  then,  would  he 
consent  to  an  inquiry  which  was  equally  «  novelty 
in  this  House  and  in  the  history  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  said  the  gen- 
tleman last  up  did  no  more  than  justice  to  the  mo- 
tives of  those  with  whom  he  acted,  in  supposing 
they  would  oppose  the  resolution  if  he  could  es- 
tablish the  doctrine  that  its  adoption  would  in- 
volve a  violation  of  the  Constiiuiion.  But  he 
could  not  agree  with  him  in  that  point.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  recommended  to 
the  adoption  of  the  House  a  resolution  having  for 
its  object  the  attainment  of  a  document  which 
must  be  allowed  to  be  of  considerable  importance  ; 
a  document  slating  the  conditions  on  which  alone 
we  could  retain  the  amity  of  France,  and  in  which 
the  views  of  that  Government  were  declared.  If 
this  document  were  indeed  in  possession  of  the 
Executive,  the  House  might  with  great  propriety 
apply  to  him  to  lay  it  before  them,  to  afford  them 
the  information  necessary  to  tbeir  correct  decis- 
sion  on  our  foreign  affairs.  But  we  know,  said 
Mr.  G.,  if  any  credit  is  lo  be  given  lo  the  infor- 
mation which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has 
received  and  believes  to  be  true,  that  there  is  no 
vestige  of  this  document  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government.  If  this  information  said  to  exist  be 
of  importance  in  our  future  legislative  proceed- 
ings, how  are  we  to  come  at  it?  Only  by  the 
mode  designated  in  the  resolution.  And  would 
it  be  denied  that  this  document  ought  lo  have  an 
important  influence  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
House  ?  It  was  not  expected,  he  said  he  hoped, 
that  this  session  was  to  pass  over  without  Con- 
gress coming  to  some  conclusion  in  respect  to 
our  relations  with  France.  II.  by  the  verification 
of  this  document,  it  could  be  ascertained  that  the 
relations  of  amity  were  not  to  be  maintained  with 
that  nation  but  by  ihe  sacrifice  of  great  political 
rights  or  by  an  accession  to  the  maritime  confed- 
eracy, conditions  which  he  presumed  this  people 
was  not  prepared  to  accept,  all  hopes  of  an  accom- 
modation with  that  country  must  be  at  an  end — for 
no  man  who  possesses  an  honorable  feeling  would 
consent  to  such  amity,  on  such  conditions.  There 
was  no  other  way  in  which  the  House  could  ob- 
tain the  requisite  information  but  by  raising  this 
committee.  Mr.  G.  explained  the  difference  be- 
tween such  an  inquiry  as  this,  and  one  directed 
to  ihe  Executive.  The  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
tion, he  conceived,  proceeded  from  an  over  sensi- 
tive delicacy  on  the  part  of  the  majority  in  respect 
lotheExecutive.  The  information  he  considered 
important  in  respect  to  the  legislative  proceeding> 
of  the  House — and  he  believed  the  mode  proposed 
the  only  one  in  which  it  could  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  it  was  the 
right  of  this  House,  and  of  each  of  its  members,  lo 
move  an  inquiry  on  the  subjects  relating  lo  their 
Constitutional  functions,  and  it  was  sufficient  to 
justify  it  that  common  fame  warranted  it.  Of 
this  rit^ht  it  was  more  usual  for  a  minority  than 
a  majority  to  avail  themselves;  but  whether  a 
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call  by  thiim  for  iaformation  was  proper,  expedi- 
ent, or  DP^essaiy,  h  was  for  the  majority  to  de- 
termine.   'As  to  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  no 
;call   uponlii  could   be  nrjade  which  this  House 
ought  to  ffitl  any  hesitation  in  granting.     Mr.  R. 
herefore  disclaimed,  in  offering  his  objections  to 
he  resolui.on.  any  intention  to  shield  the  Execu- 
tive.    But   he   nn'Ain  to  exercise  his  right,  as  a 
^nember  ol.lhis  House,  to  judge  of  the  expediency 
|>)f  the   coi^rse   proposed.     The  gentleman    who 
.jnoved  the.resolut)on  had  looked  around  and  said, 
•jjeoilemen-raiglit  -mile,  but  that  should  not  deter 
lim  Crora  Kis  course.     Mr.  R.  said  he  might  re- 
i>rf,  that  {.'enilemen  might  frown,  and  u^e  great 
eliemenctj  of  language,  but  they  could  not  swell 
nib  impoi^ance  what  was  merely  the  breath  of 
oromon  fiimc.  and  rested  on  no  better  than  news- 
paper evidence.     The  gentleman  in  substituting 
he    motio4    under  consideration,   for    that    firs' 
,noved,  haij  assigned  delicacy  towards  the  Execu- 
ive  as  his  Ijiotive.     There  was  no  need  of  it,  Mr. 
said  ;  if -called  on,  the  Executive  would  freely 
are  given    him   all   the  information  he   could 
ave  asked  for— which  he  had  acknowledged  he 
xpected  thus  to  attain.     But  now  the  principle 
yi  the  motion  wasr  changed,  and  a  committee  was 
'o  be  raised  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  any 
xtenl,  at  i\je  option  of  the  committee.     If  they 
uiild  show  ground  to  believe  the  conduct  of  the 
'resident  to  be  criminal,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no 
bjection  iv  the  inquiry.     But  if  such  was  the  ob- 
ec<,  why  ftot  openly  and  fairly  march  up  to  it? 
phe  genll^ian  from  Maryland,  however,  had  not 
(ettn  content  with  the  strongest  insinuations  that 
aetconduc*  of  ihf  Executive  had  been  criminal. 
_ut   had  ajrowed   his  determination  to  drive  the 
iieo  now  iti  office!from  that  power  which  he  says 
hey  have  nbused.     If  such  were  his  object,  the 
lojit  direct  way  would  be  at  once  to  disqualify 
•  ueiu  by  ifcnpeachment.     It   had   not   been   very 
;  jng  since,  j*t  a  former  session,  the  gentleman  him- 
elt  had  alleged  a  delay  to  have  existed  on  the 
ar^  of  the.Governmeut  to  accept  the  mediation 
1  Russia  ;  ^now  common  fame,  who  was  the  gen- 
leijaan's  authority  on  that  occasion,  reports  that 
;ie-Presidtiat  invued  Mr.  Daschkoff,  without  au- 
no;ity  froifi  his  Government,  to  offer  the  media- 
;oii.     if  tl^i  gentlemaa  was  then  so  far  mistaken 
1   allegations  equally  positive  with  those  now 
jade,  It  wi;s  not  unlikely  that  he  was  as  much  in 
rror  on  this  occa;  ion.     Be  that  as  it  might,  the 
tci  of  this.4eiler  having  been  written   had  noth- 
iig  to  do  with  our  present  lelalions  witn  France. 
.;"he  letter  Ijeing  declared  inadmissible,  thewith- 
ra.wal  of  ihe  obnoxious  paper  was  a  disavowal 
f  |t.     If  ^■ddresstd   to  the  Government,  on  the 
tat,ement  vf  gentlemen   themselves,   reparation 
rAi   made 'for  th^  wrong  done  by  withdrawing 
le  offensive  letter.     .Mr.  R.  viewed  this  motioa"^ 
e  said,  ill,  connexion  with  other  th.ngs,  as  in- 
u'nJed  as  Ji  bugU-ar,  to  drive  men  from  power. 
Vlnch  the  ijentleman  says  they  abuse.     We  have 
^ad  much  jirediclun.  and  much  augury, said  Mr. 
,1...  on  the^subject,  oi  the  popular  feeling.     Gen- 
;eqien   ha^e  told  us  the  people  are  not  with  us. 
nil  now  v/'f  are  informed  one-half  the  people  are 
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us.  What  is  the  fact,  sir  ?  Have  w.  not 
had  elections  in  all  the  States  recently;  and  do 
they  prove  any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  support  the  war?  On  the  contrary, 
notwithstanding  every  obstacle  has  been  opposed 
to  the  measures  of  the  Government,  and  not  a 
few  disasters  have  occurred,  the  popularity  of  the 
war  increases.  Mr.  R.  expressed  his  regret  at 
the  consumption  of  time  in  debating  on  this  frivo- 
lous  subject,  when  measures  of  real  importance 
burdened  the  table  of  the  House.  In  order  to 
abridge  debate,  which  he  believed  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  motion,  Mr.  R.  moved  to  amend  it 
so  as  to  change  it  to  call  on  the  Executive  for  the 
information  proposed  to  be  obtained  through  a 
committee. 

[This  motion  was  declared  to  be  in  order  by 
the  Speaker,  but  was  afterwards  withdrawn  by 
Mr.  Roberts  at  the  instance  of  his  friends,  but 
renewed  by  Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia.] 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  his  hope  that  this 
amendment  would  not  succeett  but  that  a  ques- 
tion would  be  taken  on  the  original  proposition 
in  the  shape  in  which  the  mover  wished  it  to 
i-tand. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  who  conceived  this 
mode  of  occupying  the  time  of  the  House  at  this 
moment  to  be  trilling  with  the  fi-elings  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  anxious  to  get  at  ihe  volumes  of  bills 
now  before  them,  moved  to  postpone  this  subject 
to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

Mr.  Stockton  and  Mr.  Pearson  opposed  post- 
ponement,on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  equiva- 
lent to  an  evasion  of  the  question  ;  and  Mr.  .Mc- 
Ki.M  supported  it  on  the  ground  that  great  evils 
might  result  from  the  delay  of  other  business  be- 
fore the  House,  but  none  could  result  from  the 
delay  of  a  deci>ion  on  this  question. 

The  questioB  on  postponement  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  March  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeis 
37,  nays  127,  as  follows  : 

\iA9 — Messrs.  Anderson,  Alston,  Avery,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cdmstock', 
Conard.  Davis  of  Pennsylvania.  Dawson.  Dcnoyellei] 
Desha,  Earle,  Evans.  Farrow.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  Vork,  Glasgow,  Griffin.  Hall.  Harris,  Has- 
brouck,  Humphreys.  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefferts,  .McKim,  Ormsbv,  Rich,  Sage,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  and  Wil- 
son  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nais— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Bayliea  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bayly  of  Virginia,  Beall,  Bigclow,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  Bradley,  BreckenriJge.  Bngham.  Burwell, 
taperton,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Cil- 
ley,  Clark,  Clopton,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Culpeper.  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey, 
puvall,  Ely,  Eppes.  Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gaston,  Gcddes,  Gholson,  Gourdin.  Grosvenor, 
Grundy,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hawes  Hubbard,  Hunger- 
ford,  Inuersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island.  Jackson  of  Virginia.  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kilboum,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis.  Lovett, 
Uwndes.Lyle,  Macon,  McCov,  .McLean,  Markell,  .Mil- 
er,  Moffitt,  Montgomery,  .Moore,  Moseley,  .Murfree, 
Ni-lson,  Newton,  Uakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
I  ickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John 
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Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Ringgold.  Roane, 
Roberts,  Robertson,  Ruggies,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Sey- 
bert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tailmadge, Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udree, 
Vohe,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Whitehill,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts.  Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  assigned  the  reasons 
why  be  »hould  vote  to  amend  the  resolution  as 
tirst  proposed  by  Mr.  Roberts  ;  becau.se.  as  it 
stood,  the  resolution  implied  a  strong  censure  on 
the  Executive,  to  whom  at  least  so  much  respect 
was  due  from  this  branch  of  the  Government  as 
to  inquire  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject  in 
question  before  they  raised  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  spoke  at  consider- 
able length  against  the  amendment,  and  in  sup- 
port of  the  original  proposition;  in  doing  which 
he  occupied  much  of  the  ground  before  taken  by 
Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  Gaston.  He  said,  in  ad- 
dition,among  other  things,  that  this  House  ought 
never  to  call  on  any  department  for  the  cause  of 
the  failure  of  its  own  measures — which  principle 
he  assigned  as  a  motive  for  having  voted  a  few 
days  ago  against  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of 
the  failure  of  our  arms,  and  as  a  reason  why  he 
was  opposed  to  the  motion,  as  originally  proposed 
some  days  ago,  of  his  friend  from  Maryland,  (.Mr. 
Hanson.)  A  sufficient  specification  had  been 
given,  he  contended. as  cause  for  this  motion,  in  the 
statement  of  facts  made  by  Mr.  Hanson,  which 
Mr.  O.  brierty  repeated.  If  these  facts  were  es- 
tablished, they  proved,  he  said,  on  our  Govern- 
ment the  charge  of  subserviency  to  the  views  and 
influence  of  the  French  Government.  If  the 
facts  were  fully  established,  the  most  condign 
punishment  ought  to  await  those  implicated  in 
the  accusation.  The  practical  result  then  of  suc- 
cessful inquiry  would  be  to  prove  the  Executive 
to  have  been  guilty  of  a  high  crime  or  misde- 
meanor, and  subject  to  impeachment.  As  to  the 
form,  if  information  were  merely  wanted  as  the 
foundation  of  legislative  acts,  it  might  well  \)e 
required  of  the  Executive;  but  when  the  result 
of  the  information  was  to  implicate  the  Execu- 
tive officer,  it  would  be  futile  to  call  on  him  for  it. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  followed  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  partly  on  the  same 
grounds  as  occupied  by  others  in  opposition  to  it. 
If  every  fact  alleged  were  proved,  he  said,  it 
would  prove  nothing  against  the  Executive.  This 
subject  originated  in  i/*and  vherefores,  and.  pros- 
ecute any  inquiry  to  the  utmost,  there  it  would 
end.  Mr.  A.  adverted  to  the  sensibility  gentle- 
men yesterday  displayed  on  the  proposition  to 
prevent  spies,  tcryism  if  you  will,  said  he.  from 
stalking  abroad — and  expressed  his  astonishment 
at  the  inconsistency  of  their  conduct  to-day  on  a 
matter  of  much  more  doubtful  propriety. 

Mr.  Grosvenor.  of  New  York,  ad  verted,  some- 
what harshly,  to  what   had  fallen  from  Mr.  Al- 
ston on  the  subject  of  yesterday's  debate,  and 
proceeded  to  speak  ia  support  of  the  resolution, 
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which  he  warmly  advocated  on  grounds  before 
occupied,  declaring,  in  substance,  that  if  the  facts 
were  proved,  the  President  merited  impeachment 
for  concealing  them — and  appeared  to  conceive 
the  permission  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  letter  to 
be  no  less  an  offence  than  he  considered  its  con- 
cealment to  have  been  ;  because  the  same  rule 
extended  would  sanction  the  destruction  or  giv- 
ing away  of  any  public  document  at  any  time,  or 
even  of  all  the  papers  in  the  Department  of 
State. 

Mr.  Calhoun  again  rose  and  took  a  rapid  view 
of  the  variety  of  objects  avowed  by  the  support- 
ers of  this  extraordinary  motion,  upon  which  he 
separately  remarked.  On  the  subject  of  French 
subserviency,  which  had  been  designated  as  one 
of  the  subjects  of  inquiry,  Mr.  C.  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  an  inquiry  by  this  House  into  that  base- 
less accusation,  and  on  a  document,  too,  which  on 
the  face  of  it  proved,  if  it  were  permitted  to 
prove  anything,  that  no  such  subserviency  exist- 
ed. The  very  document  by  which  gentlemen 
wished  to  prove  a  Frencii  influence,  cut  up  by 
the  roots  the  fanciful  absurdity — being  predicated 
on  the  supposed  existence  of  an  influence  of  a 
very  different  character.  The  motion  could  have 
no  other  reasonable  or  probable  object  than  that 
avowed  by  one  of  its  advocates,  to  put  down  the 
majority — and  of  ihe  weight  of  such  a  motive 
for  such  a  course,  the  House  would  judge.  Mr. 
C.  recapitulated  his  objections  to  this  measure, 
and  concluded  with  exfiressing  his  hope  of  a 
speedy  decision,  as  too  much  time  had  been  al- 
ready occupied. 

Mr.  Sharp  opposed  the  resolution.     He  could 
not,  after  all   the  consideration    he  could  give  it, 
view  It  otherwise  than  as  a  position  taken  by  the 
minority,  from   behind  which  to  assail,  with  in- 
sinuations and  surmises,  and  attach  odium  to  of- 
ficers whose  characters  were  impregnable  to  direct 
attack.     Mr.   S.  contended,   tliat,  supposing  all 
facts  stated    to    be   true,  the  retraction    by    the 
French  Minister  of  his  letter  was  a  retraction  of 
and  apology  for  the  insult  it  contained — and  com- 
pared the  case  to  a   difference  in  private  life  be- 
tween two  gentlemen,   in  which   a  retraction  of 
the  offence  given  is  always  considered  reparation 
ol  the  offence.     But  how  were  the  facts,  be  askedl 
When   any   gentleman   stated  facts  of  his  own 
knowledge,  on  the  honor  of  a  man,  he  was  bound 
to  believe  him  ;  but  when   he  stated  facts  which 
he  could  not  know  unless  he  had  access  to  the 
Office  of  State — farts  which  he  could  not  know 
unless  by  collateral  and  indirect  means  of  infor- 
mation, he  felt  bound   to  ask  of  him  what  those 
means  were  ?     Gentlemen   say,  such  things  are 
facts.     If  they  know  them   to   be  so.  what  more 
do  they  desire  ?     If  they  are  not  certain  of  them, 
why  do  they  state  as  facts  what  they  do  not  know 
to  be  so?     If  the  facts,  as  they  say.  are  sufficient 
ground  for  further  proceeding,   why  not  assert 
tiiem  at  once,  and  boldly  predicate  proceedings 
on  them  forthwith?     They  will  not  venture  to 
do  it.     The  honorable  mover  had  told  the  House 
the  other  day  that  he   had  in   his  possession  the 
only  authentic  copy  of  the  letter,  translated  in 
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ihe  handxiritin?  vf  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  De- 
partment p(  Siatf.     How  came  it  into  the  gen- 
i^tkman's  fK)ssessi()n  ?     How  does   he  know  it  to 
^bt  authentic,  or  to  have   been  translated  in  that 
^manner  ?    Mr.  S.  called  upon  gentlemen  to  let  the 
(House  know  what  they  know,  and  let  the  House 
jprfdicates«iy  proceeding  thereon  it  thought  proper. 
Some  c*onvers£tioa   now  took   place   between 
Mv'ssrs.  G«iosvENOR.  Calhodn.  and   Macon,  of 
'North  Car»)lina.oii  the  subject  of  the  proceedings 
on  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Chase,  which  had 
e^n  drawo  into  consideration  on  the  question  of 
r«'cedent..<$:c. 

Mr.  WfliGHT.  of  Maryland,  in  reply  to  some 
bservatioiis  made  by  some  gentleman  in  favor 
)f  the  motion,  who  had  drawn  a  parallel  or  con- 
rast  betw<;en  this  case  and  that  of  Jackson,  the 
orraer  British  Minister,  remarked,  that  a  vast 
itjerence  it  least  was  perceivable  in  the  conduct 
f  the  Opposition  in  the  two  cases  ;  and  adverted 
0  :he  dinners  given  to  the  dismissed  Minister  at 
Philadelphia  and  nt  Fanueil  Hall  in  Boston,  and 
0  '.he  menjorable  toast  given  at  the  latter  dinner 
y  a  venerj^ble  member  of  this  House — "Britain's 
asj-anchowd  isle,  the  bulwark  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion." Tliiese  dinners,  dec,  he  believed  to  have 
en  under  British  influence,  if  not  under  that  of 
)r.  Henrv's  pills.  He  was  proceeding  to  re- 
nark  rathe/  harshly  on  the  motives  of  the  advo- 
aies  of  i,he  preposition,  when  the  Speaker 
ht'cked  hitn  for  personality  in  debate. 
Mr.  GasVon  again  spoke  in  support  of  the  prop- 
osition, as  (tfTordisg  information  necessary  for  le- 
gislative afts  likely  to  come  before  the  House 
luring  the  .present  session — and  in  reply  to  Mr. 
'])ALHOl■.N'.^  remarks  on  the  variety  of  reasons 
)fiVred  by  the  advocates  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  WEIGHT   rose  to  <ay  that   the   venerable 

rentleraan ;  to  whom   he  had   tirst  alluded  (Mr. 

icKERiNcil  had  very  politely  corrected  hisstate- 

lent  of  h*<   toast,  and  written  it  down  for  him 

IS  follows!  "The   world's  last   hope — Britain's 

Jf'ast-anchojed   isle" — which  sentiment,  the  same 

f'  [entleman.'had  informed  him.  "  he  had  no  objec- 
icn  shoulc^  be  inscribed  on  his  tombstone." 
J    .Mr.  STOf  KTON.  of  New  Jersey,   spoke  in  sup- 
:  |)ort  of  thefesoluiion,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sharp's 
idea  of  reparation  made — with  whom  he  said  he 
'  ihould  concur   if  the   reparation   had  been  made 
J  It  once  without  ti»e  long  interval  said  to  have  in- 
lervened,  and  without  the  persuasion  said  to  have 
jecn  used  to  induce  the  Minister  to  withdraw  his 
•  [notion.      ■; 

>     Mr.  Ma'-on  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 

^o<e  for  ihi'  proposition  ;  not  but  he  believed  the 

!  President  jo  be  pure  and  free  from  corruption — 

but  becaus'-  he  had  no  objection  to  the  whole  truth 

'  :being  kno^n;  to  which  the  President  would  have 

Ino  objection,  inasmuch  as  a  pure  man,  like  pure 

gold.  need;,  fear  no  scrutiny.     He  conceived  the 

retraction'of  the  letter  to  be  a  disavowal  in  fact, 

pand   in   il;e   nature   of   an   apology  for   having 

lent  if. 

;     The  question  to  amend  the  resolve  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  .information    therein  stated   from   the 


mittee.  was  decided   in  the  negative  by  a  large 
majority — yeas  7.  nays  150. 

The  main  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution was  taken,  at  a  late  hour,  and  decided  as 
follows : 

YiA8 — Messrs.  Baylies  of  .MaMachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brighani,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
.Massachusetta,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Groavc- 
nor.  Hale,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jarkson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Maiisacha- 
aelU,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Mof- 
tilt,  Moseley.  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pot- 
ter, John  Jieed,  William  Reed,  Kidgely,  Rugglea, 
Schureman,  ShelTey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of 
rS'ew  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tall- 
maJge,  Thoinpaon,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasachusetts, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilaon  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Winter — 60. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Beall, 
Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clark,  Clopton,  Corastock, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle, 
Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  (Jlasgow, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  (Jrundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawe«,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Ir- 
win, Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr.  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  LelTcrts,  Lowndes,  Lyie, 
McCoy,  .McKim,  .McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormshy,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Rich- 
ardson, Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Shnrp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Wright,  and  Yancey — 100. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 


Wednesday,  January  12. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  to  satisfy  the  claim  of  Mary  Wells, 
executrix  of  William  Wells,  deceased  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  cause  cer- 
tain regiments  therein  mentioned,  to  be  enlisted 
for  five  years,  or  during  the  war,"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  is 
committed  the  bill  of  this  House  authorizing  the 
President  to  raise,  for  five  years,  or  for  the  war, 
fourteen  of  the  regiments  authorized  by  the  act 
of  the29lh  of  January,  1813. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  after  stating 
that,  in  addition  to  his  disposition  to  afford  gen- 
tlemen in  the  minority  all  reasonable  information 
Ejcecuiivij,  instead  of  obtaining  it  through  a  com- 1  °^  subjects  on  which  ihey  are  desirous  of  seeking 
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it,  his  curiosity  had  been  much  excited  in  the  pro-  State,  or  examine  the  Secretary  or  his  clerks, 
gress  of  yesterday's  discussion  to  know  how  and  He  had  before  staled,  as  a  reason  for  varying  the 
when  the  purloined  paper,  so  often  spoken  of,  form  of  his  original  motion  to  that  which  was 
came  into  the  possession  of  those  who  now  ten-  yesterday  debated,  that  new  circumstances  had 
-dered  it  to  the  House — moved  the  following  reso-  '  come  into  his  possession  not  before  known,  which 
lution,  being  precisely  in  the  same  words  as  that    rendered  it  useless  to  send  to  the  President.    The 


•which  Mr.  Hanso.n  first  moved  in  the  House 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House,  any 
correspondence  with,  or  communication  in  writing 
from,  the  late  Minister  of  France,  resident  at  Wash- 
ington, on  or  about  the  14th  of  June,  1809,  or  subse- 
quently with  his  successor  M.  Serrurier,  prescribing 
or  declaring  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  their 
Sovereign  would  consent  to  treat  of  amity  and  com- 
merce with  the  United  Slates,  if  any  such  correspond- 
ence or  communication  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
Executive  ;  and,  if  none  such  be  in  the  possession  of 
the  Executive,  that  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  to  inform  this  House,  unless  the  public  in- 
terest forbid  such  disclosure,  whether  there  has  not 
been  such  a  correspondence  or  communication,  which 
was  withdrawn  from  the  archives  of  the  Department 
of  State,  and,  if  so,  when  and  how  the  same  was  so 
withdrawn." 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  to  redeem 
himself  from  the  charge  of  inconsistency  which 
might  otherwise  attach  to  him  for  voting  against 
this  motion,  it  was  necessary  he  should  state  the 
reasons  why  he  viewed  the  present  motion  as  a 
mere  subterfuge,  an  evasion  disreputable  to  the 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  and  calculated  to 
draw  down  further  censure  on  the  Government. 

[.\lr.  IloBEKTS  here  called  Mr.  Hanson  to  or- 
der, for  personality;  and  after  some  remarks  from 
the  Speaker  and  justification  from  Mr.  Hanson, 
on  the  ground  of  the  tenor  of  Mr.  Roberts'  ob- 
servation— J 

Mr.  Roberts  explained  his  first  remarks.  He 
did  say  that  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  as 
they  now  stood,  favored  the  inference,  that  this 
paper  was  purloined  from  some  quarter.  There- 
solution,  as  modified  by  the  mover  yesterday,  gave 
up  the  idea  of  that  paper  being  in  the  possession 
of  the  Government,  and  the  mover  himself  had 
said  the  paper  had  been  on  the  files  of  the  office, 
and  he  could  prove  it.  Mr.  R.  said  it  was  his 
object,  as  well  to  ascertain  how  the  facts  gentle- 
men asserted  came  into  their  possession,  as  to  af- 
ford them  an  opportunity  to  acquit  themselves  of 
the  imputation  of  unfairness,  and  also  to  obtain 
the  information  they  had  so  loudly  called  for. 

Mr.  Hanson  expressed  his  willingness  on  all 
occasions  to  recognise  the  authority  of  the  Chair, 
and  the  Chair  only,  in  case  of  violating  order  in 
the  heat  of  debate.  He  wished,  he  said,  the  House 
would  only  afford  him  an  opportunity  for  further 
investigation.  What  he  complained  of  was.  that 
the  Executive  had  been  screened  by  the  House 
from  investigation.  And  yet,  Mr.  H.  said  h"? 
would  not  support  such  a  motion  as  this.  He  had 
in  his  possession  the  document,  which  he  pledged 
himself  to  be  authentic,  to  put  in  possession  of 
the  Hou.«e,  and  to  produce  witnesses  at  this  bar 
to  prove  its  authenticity.  For  his  part  he  had 
no  disposition  to  ^ 


rummage  the  Department  of, 


subject  would  be  consigned  to  the  tomb  of  all  the 
Capulets,  buried  forever,  if  the  proposed  course 
was  taken,  as  in  a  like  case  at  the  last  session. 
We  ask  them  for  bread,  said  Mr.  H.,  and  they 
give  us  a  stone  ;  we  ask  for  information,  and  they 
will  give  us  an  argument.  The  facts  are  all  we 
want.  Mr.  H.  said  he  wished  the  document  in 
question  to  be  placed  in  possession  of  this  House, 
the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  authenticate  it  by  witnesses.  The 
adoption  of  the  resolution  now  under  considera- 
tion would  certainly  be  an  evasion  of  a  fair  in- 
quiry ;  it  would  be  smothering  the  transaction  to 
adopt  this  motion,  after  a  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances already  repeatedly  stated  to  the 
House.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  the 
motion. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  said  he  hoped  the  reso- 
lution would  be  adopted,  and  that  wish  arose  en- 
tirely from  circumstances  which  had  transpired 
during  the  discussion  on  yesterday.  Before  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  Mr.  McL.  said,  he 
had  discovered,  through  the  medium  of  the  pub- 
lic prints,  this  famous  letter  of  M.  Turreau.  How, 
or  in  what  manner  it  had  been  communicated  to 
the  public  he  did  not  know;  but  he  considered  it 
a  perfectly  harmless  paper,  and  one  to  which  no 
one  could  ever  have  supposed  anv  considerable 
consequence  would  be  given.  It  was  true  that  it 
had  afforded  a  subject  for  newspaper  ebullitions, 
and  even  in  the  gazettes  of  the  day.  exclusively 
devoted  to  the  dissemination  of  correct  principles, 
that  letter  itself  made  a  conspicuous  figure.  He 
had  supposed  this  would  have  been  the  end  of  its 
existence,  and  indeed  that  it  had  been  a  favorite 
of  fortune  to  meet  with  so  much  distinction. 
Judge  of  my  surprise,  then,  said  Mr.  McL.,  when 
a  gentleman  in  this  House  arose  in  his  place,  and 
with  much  gravity  said  he  was  about  calling  for 
information  more  important  than  any  other  with- 
in the  Executive  reach,  the  subject  of  retaliation 
excepted  ;  and  that  this  information  was  certain 
facts  relating  to  Turreau's  letter!  But  it  after- 
wards appeared,  Mr.  McL.  said,  that  this  letter 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  the  zenith  of  its  conse- 
quence ;  and  he  was  still  more  surprised  than  at 
first  when  he  discovered  the  same  gentleman 
again  to  rise  in  his  place,  recall  his  first  resolu- 
tion, and  substitute  the  very  extraordinary  one 
which  had  yesterday  been  rejected.  This  letter, 
it  appeared,  was  to  be  no  other  than  the  stone  cut 
out  of  the  mountain,  which  comprised  the  hopes 
of  genilemen  in  opposition;  which  was  to  smite 
the  image  with  destruction,  and  in  itself  become 
an  exceeding  great  mountain,  and  the  importance 
of  which  it  would  be  presumption  to  suppose  the 
discussion  of  yesterday  had  in  any  degree  checked. 
Now.  Mr.  McL.  said,  not  the  importance  of  this 
subject,  but  the  progress  of  the  debate  yesterday, 
had  excited  in  his  mind  a  curiosity  to  inquire 
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iAco  its  origiii,  and  the  circumstances  coDoected 
\\\.\\  its  existence;  he  therefore  hoped  the  House 
>^uld  coosent  to  the  adoption  of  this  motion. 
,  Mr.  Post,  of  New  Yorltv  opposed  the  present 
r>  otion  on  tl^e  grou.id  of  insufficiency  ;  because  a 
J)  ;;njber  had^declartd  the  document  in  question 
ij  be  alreadjj  in  his  possession,  and  he  only  de- 
^,  ed  authorih'  from  the  House  to  establish  its  au- 
ti  enJicity  ;  Vkhich  object  could  only  be  attained  by 
t.'  i  motion  yesterday  rejected  by  the  House,  If 
tije  gentleman  wished  a  full  inquiry,  the  proper 
ti  urse  wouU  be  for  some  gentleman  in  the  ma- 
j^  fity  to  moVe  a  reon-ideraiion  of  ihe  motion. 

Mr.  RoBEfjTs  replied  to  Mr.  PodT.  His  object 
iJas  to  obtaiu  full  and  complete  information  on 
t{  !s  subject,  ind  to  institute  an  inquiry  how  this 
'^  thJrawn  letter  had  come  into  the  possession  of 
irtose  who  now  say  they  have  it.  That  informa- 
t,  )n,  when  d<,'manded  yesterday,  had  been  refused 
bi    those  in  whose  power  it  was  to  give  it. 

Mr-  GR03vEN0R,of  Ncw  York.  adverted  to  the 
r.  na*rk  of  M^.  RbetRTS  yesterday,  that  common 
f^  ae  was  suificienl  foundation  for  proceedings  on 
ti  i  part  of  tljis  House.  Now,  common  fame  had 
Jorraed  all  (gentlemen  that  no  such  document 
lained  m  ^he  Department  of  State.  Not  only 
is  the  subjf^t  so  tr^'ated  last  Summer  by  the  per- 
[is  and  pap^Ts  who  met  it,  but  in  addition  the 
Der  itself  \fas  prcaented  to  the  House,  So  that 
such  pap^r  would  be  forthcoming.  But  the 
gt^illeman  h$d  pledged  himself  if  the  paper  was 
n-lt  nroducec^  to  pursue  the  inquiry  to  the  most 
ss)  isiactory  ri-sult.  He  called  upon  the  gentleman 
D;  I  to  aband;in  the  pledge  thus  solemnly  given  ; 
fi  .  Dolwith^janding  his  bandying  about  of  epi- 
tl  'ts;  in  the  i^Jouse  concerning  the  purloinment  of 
plpeis,  there  was  not  a  man  who  had  any  con- 
nzkion  with  the  production  of  that  document  to 
liibt.  who  would  not  be  proud  to  meet  it.  He 
hji^ed  the  gejilemau  would  not  content  himself 
wfth  the  muiion  now  proposed.  But  why  send 
t(/thje  Depaument  of  State  for  this  information, 
iieiii  "coraipon  fame"  told  them  that  they  could 
E*|l  get  there  the  infortnation  which  they  pro- 
f(ised  to  desire?  The  object  was  to  have  ihecon- 
t^ts  of  a  paper,  once  an  official  document,  but 
eJw  no  longer  so,  before  the  House,  in  order  to 
si;^  what  wtle  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
anient  of  France  at  this  day,  and  to  know  whether, 
Oj  any  subsequent  occasion,  he  had  retracted  or 
a.^jlygized  fm  the  insult  thus  offered  to  our  Cov- 
er iment.  The  material  fact,  the  paper  itself, 
C{  iiltj  not  b(?  obtained  by  the  course  proposed, 
i\  '.  G.  went  on.  and  restated  the  facts  which  had 
bi  .,'n  before  ^aied  on  the  subject.  In  relation  to 
ti  1-  idea  of  ih»e  letter  being  the  stone  cut  out  of  the 
r  lUiilain,  iC  it  were  not  crumbled  to  dust  in  this 
I  pu,';e.  It  ni«gh',  grow  to  a  mountain  over  which 
g  oilemen  w-ould  stumble.  Mr.  G.  said  he  was 
fif-  giving  H'ierylhing  of  this  kind  a  chance  for  a 
fir  operaiioii  in  ihi.s  country.  If  this  is  a  matter 
cfaiiy  importance,  said  he,  let  the  inquiry  be  ef- 
ijtiial.  If  there  bi?  purity  in  tiie  Executive,  let 
tiit  purity  be  made  more  apparent;  if  the  re- 
>2rs«,  it  ought  distiacily  to  appear  to  the  Araeri- 
t^Q  people.    Eithe:  let  this  question  be  treated 


I  as  frivolous,  and  disregarded  entirely,  or  let  it  be 
I  treated  according  to  its  importance,  in  that  man- 
I  ner  which  will  lead  to  the  most  satisfactory  re- 
i  suit.  Whilst  he  was  in  favor  of  an  inquiry  which 
,  should  expose  the  whole  truth   to  the  people,  he 

should  never  consent  to  a  mode  of  inquiry  which, 
j  instead  of  disclosing  all  the  facts,  would  smother 
I  them  forever, 
i      Mr.  Bahnett,  of  Georgia,  said,  the  only  real 

question  before  the  House  these  two  days  was, 
I  whether  the  House  should  go  in  at  the  door  or 

climb  over  the  walls  of  the  public  offices,  to  gel 

at  the  necessary  information.  Mr.  B.  was  for  the 
,  fir>t  course;  and  if  gentlemen  on  tlie  other  side, 
\  said  he,  are  determined   to  go  over  the  wall,  let 

them  receive  that  denunciation  which  it  is  said 
,  those  shall  have  who  go  over  the  wall. 
I      Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  avowing  a 

wish  that,  if  the  inquiry  was  made,  it  should  be 
I  effectual,  which  he  conceived  it  could  not  be 
.  under  the  present  motion,  moved  to  amend  the 
I  motion  by  substituting  therefor  that  which  was 

yesterday  rejected,  viz: 

Strikeout  from  the  word  "  Resolved,"  to  the 
I  end  thereof  and  insert  the  following: 
I  "  That  a  committee  of  this  House  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  th«!  manner  in  which,  and  time  when,  a 
paper  purporting  to  he  a  letter  from  the  French  Minister 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  on  or  alwut  the  14th  of 
June,  1809,  was  withdrawn  from  the  poswession  of  the 

Department  of  State,  and  how  it  came  into  the  poB- 
,  session   of  a  member  of  this  House  ;  with  powers   to 

send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  that  they  report  the 

evidence  to  the  House." 

'      Mr.  Webster  said  that  gentlemen  had  attempt- 
ed  to  diminish  the  importance  of  this  inquiry,  and 
I  cast  a  character  of  lightness  and   indifference  ou 
I  the  subject.     Tlie  force  of  ridicule  has  been  tried, 
1  but  that  weapon  must   be  used  by  rarer  talents, 
and  a  more  powerful  hand  than  this  occasion  has 
called   into  exercise,   before  it  can  affect  the  in- 
j  trinsic  importance  of  this  subject.     If  the  preser- 
:  vation  of  national  character  and  national  spirit ; 
I  if  the  cherishing  of  manly,  independent,  and  ele- 
vated sentiments  in  the  Government  and  in  the 
I  country  are  matters  of  any   moment,   then   this 
\  inquiry  is  important. 

j  It  was  not,  however,  his  intention  to  go  into 
I  the  subject  generally,  but  to  confine  his  remarks 
,  to  the  amendment  proposed.  The  present  ques- 
j  tion  is,  as  to  the  manner  of  investigating  the 
I  business.  The  resolution  proposes  an  inquiry  of 
the  Executive.  The  amendment  proposes  to  io- 
I  quire  by  a  committee  of  the  House,  with  direc- 
I  tions  to  report  the  evidence.  What  are  the  cir- 
I  cumstances  which  call  for  inquiry  ?  A  member 
of  the  House  states,  in  his  place,  that  he  has  evi- 
1  dence  which  induces  him  to  believe,  that  a  letter, 
;  affrontive  and  insolent  in  its  object  and  character, 
was  written  by  the  French  Minister  to  the  De- 
I  partment  of  State ;  that  the  Government  received 
I  that  letter,  and,  instead  of  repelling  the  affront 
!  with  becoming  spirit  and  dignity,  undertook  to 
j  solicit  and  supplicate  the  author  that  he  would 
I  take  it  back  ;  tliat  he  decisively  refused  to  do  so, 
I  saying  that  he  had  wriiiea  the  letter  with  great 
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deliberation  ;  that  it  was  registered  in  the  records 
of  the  Embassy  ;  that  a  copy  had  been  despatched 
to  his  Government,  and  that  the  letter  could  not 
be  retracted.  That  afterwards,  when  certain  po- 
litical purposes  were  supposed  to  be  answered, 
this  letter,  in  some  way  or  another  was  withdrawn 
from  the  office  of  State,  and  that  no  traces  of  it 
now  remain  there.  The  gentleman  even  pro- 
duces the  letter,  as  translated  in  the  office,  and 
offers  it  to  the  view  of  the  House.  Of  the  facts 
here  stated,  the  honorable  gentleman  declares  his 
readiness  to  procure  evidence,  and  wishes  the 
House  to  obtain  it.  through  a  committee  clothed 
with  proper  powers. 

The  mover  of  the  present  resolution,  mani- 
festing by  his  resolution  his  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  some  inquiry,  speaks  with  emphasis  of 
the  necessity  of  ascertaining  the  manner  in  which 
this  letter  was  Obtained  from  the  Department  of 
State.  He  speaks  of  it  as  a  purloined  paper.  He 
does  not,  indeed,  intimate  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  did  not  come  into  possession  of 
it  in  a  manner  altogether  correct  and  honorable, 
but  he  seems  to  suppose  that  it  must  have  escaped 
from  the  office  of  Slate,  originally,  in  some  un- 
justifiable manner;  by  improper  disclosures  of 
the  official  secrets,  or  breach  of  trust  in  somebody. 
This  being  the  present  state  of  the  case,  may 
not  every  one  see  the  delicacy  of  a  direct  inquiry 
of  the  Executive  ?  Must  not  every  one.  also,  see 
the  perfect  futility  of  such  an  inquiry?  What 
answer  but  one  can  be  expected,  when  the  Exec- 
utive is  askt.'d  whether  this  letter  was  taken  back 
by  the  author  in  consequence  of  any  such  request 
as  has  been  mentioned  ?  Certainly,  the  House 
can  hardly  think  of  inquiring  into  such  a  fact  or 
such  a  question  ;  nor  would  it  consist  with  the 
sense  of  justice  which  actuates  the  House  to  pre- 
pare such  an  inquiry,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
an  opportunity  of  exculpation  by  inculpating  oth- 
ers. The  House  ought  to  adopt  a  course  which 
shall  obtain  the  whole  evidence  fully  and  fairly. 
We  do  not  need  official  commentaries  and  glosses, 
nor  the  panacea  of  an  Executive  report.  It  ought 
to  adopt  a  course  that  shall  bring  to  its  own  view 
an  undisguised  state  of  the  case,  and  spread  out 
all  the  facts,  unmixed  with  opinions.  To  this 
end.  what  course  so  proper  as  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  with  full  powers  to  collect  the  evi- 
dence and  report  it?  Such  inquiry  will  exclude 
nothing.  Any  document,  or  proof  of  any  kind 
which  the  Department  can  afford,  will  be  received. 
And  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (.Mr. 
Roberts)  is  serious  in  his  determination  to  pros- 
ecute a  thorough  inquiry,  why  not  meet  the  prop- 
osition contained  in  this  amendment,  which  I 
fjropose  with  the  assent  of  my  friend  from  Mary- 
and  ?  Cannot  the  House  trust  itself?  Does  it 
suspect  its  own  justice?  Does  it  apprehend  that 
any  man's  reputation  might  suffer  in  its  hands? 
If  not,  on  what  ground  can  an  inquiry  be  resisted, 
which  is  of  a  nature  to  lay  all  the  evidence  be- 
fore the  House?  Such  an  inquiry  is  now  of- 
fered. The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  re- 
peatedly assured  the  House  that  evidence  is  ready 
to  be  tendered,  if  the  House  will  authorize  its 


committee  to  receive  it ;  and  that  sources  will  be 
pointed  out.  if  the  House  will  authorize  its  com- 
mittee to  explore  them.  He  asserts  this  upon  the 
responsibility  of  his  charact''r  and  his  station. 
He  calls  on  the  House,  having  received  this  in- 
formation, out  of  regard  to  its  own  character  and 
its  own  duty,  to  make  an  inquiry  by  its  own 
mean*;,  and  in  strict  compliance  with  its  Consti- 
tutional powers.  I  know  nothing  of  the  facts  of 
the  case;  but  I  feel  the  force  of  this  call,  under 
such  a  statement,  made  in  his  place  by  an  honor- 
able member  of  the  House.  If  the  amendment 
prevail,  the  investigation  will  be  something  more 
than  nominal.  It  will  be  such  an  inquiry,  and 
such  only,  as  ought  to  sali>fy  either  the  House  or 
the  country. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  in  an  animated 
strain,  invoked  the  patriotic  feeling  of  the  House 
to  lay  aside  this  comparatively  trivial  discussion, 
and  proceed  on  the  business  before  the  House; 
with  which  object  in  view,  he  moved  to  postpone 
this  subject  to  the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 

Mr.  Bayly  opposed  the  motion,  though  he 
thought  there  was  much  force  in  the  gentleman's 
argument. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  opposed  the  motion.  Whe- 
ther originally  frivolous  or  important,  the  public 
attention  had  been  so  far  excited  now,  that  a  de- 
velopment of  circumstances  attending  this  letter 
had  become  necessary. 

Mr.  Hanson  also  opposed  the  postponement, 
which  he  attributed  to  a  disposition  to  get  rid  of 
the  inquiry,  after  the  gauntlet  had  been  thrown 
by  the  majority. 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  rejected  by 
yeas  and  nays:  For  the  postponement  67,  against 
It  98. 

Mr.  Bayly  stated  at  some  length  the  reasons 
why  he  preferred  the  original  motion  of  Mr.  Rob- 
erts to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster. 

Mr.  Roberts,  in  opposing  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, took  occasion  to  state  more  definitely  the 
object  of  his  motion,  a  duty  he  conceived  he 
owed  to  the  House.  He  did  not  say  what  were 
the  facts — he  did  not  apply  reproachful  terms  to 
any  member;  but  as  a  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  common  fame,  he  would  state  that  common 
fame  did  report  some  dishonorable  circumstances 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  paper  so  often  men- 
tioned had  been  obtained,  not  from  the  files  of 
the  office  of  State,  where  it  was  not.  but  from  the 
private  files  of  u  member  of  the  Government. 
His  intention  was,  as  the  paper  was  before  the 
House,  to  place  in  its  proper  light  the  production 
of  it,  and  to  exhibit  in  a  proper  view  the  conduct 
of  the  gentleman  who  produced  it.  And  he 
should  not  rest  in  his  inquiry  till  he  had  obtained 
a  complete  disclosure  of  all  the  circumstances. 
Mr.  Grosvenor  supported  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Bigelow  said,  he  did  not  intend  to  hare 
madeany  remarks  on  the  subject  before  the  House, 
but  the  strange  course  which  had  been  pursued, 
induced  him  to  submit  a  few  observations  to  their 
consideration.  As  he  was  unprepared,  they  would 
necessarily  be  desultory.     In   the  wide  range  of 
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tlemen  appeared  to  have  lost  siglit  of  |  to  this  House,  and  to  this  nation,  than  correct  in- 
the  '  f-ai  subject  before  them.     He  would  attempt    formation  on  the  subject  of  our  foreiorn  relations  ? 

Is  it  not  important  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
nation  should  at  all  times  know  the  precise  state 
of  the  relations  of  this  country  wjth  other  Pow- 
ers? But  in  his  view,  what  gave  very  great  im- 
portance to  this  letter,  was  the  conduct,  at  that 
time,  of  France  jn  relation  to  other  Governments. 
Russia,  by  the  battle  of  Friedland.  had  been  com- 
pelled to  join  France  in  her  maritime  confede- 
racy against  Great  Britain.  Austria  and  Prussia 
also  had  been  compelled  to  submit  to  the  same 
the  iat^raent  he  has  oiade.  must  it  not  be  appa-  i  confederacy,  and  Portugal  had  been  invaded  by 
reniiihat  a  caU  on  the  President  will  not  give  us  '  her  armies.     As  he  understood  this  letter  of  Tur- 

.k..         .~ .„/ .    „_  T^U-l LI., :.      1_ 


to  r^   all  their  aiiention. 

A  I  honorably  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Ha;;-io.'<)  somt'  days  since  offered  a  resolution, 
req^  sting  the  President  to  lay  before  this  House 
infc"j  .nation  relative  to  the  letter  of  the  late 
Freih  Ministei;,  Turreau.  From  evidence  which 
camA  to  his  kni^wleilgc,  after  offering  that  resolu- 
tion land  before- it  was  acted  upon  by  the  House, 
he  iifully  sati^ned,  and  states  to  the  House,  that 
a  casi  on  the  President  will  be  useless.     And  from 


the  I  ^-crssary  information.  The  honorable  mover 
will  irjtws  his  tirsl  resolution,  and  offers  another, 
pro|  os.ng  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
this  {ouse  to  inquire  into  the  facts  relating  to 
that;  letter,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
pap<;  s. 

T  IS  proposition  was  yesterday  rejected  by  the 
Hoi>  e,  and  now.  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vani  (Mr.  RotjERTs)  offers  the  >ame  resolution, 


reau,  it  demanded  our  Government  to  join  in  the 
same  maritime  confederacy  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, as  the  only  condition  on  which  we  could  ex- 
pect to  treat  with  France.  He  said  he  did  not 
mean  to  suggest  that  the  American  Administra- 
tion had  consented  to  the  terms  of  this  letter. 
But  if  all  the  facts  which  had  been  stated  respect- 
ing it  were  proved,  it  would  certainly  create  a 
suspicion  in  his  mind  that  they  had  been  influ- 
enced   by  it.     Another  objection  has  been  made 


(J  by  the  jjentleuian  from  Pennsylvania  by 
)f  amendii.ent. 
B.  said,  l)e  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 


origi  laily  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 

rylai  d,:(Mr.  Hanson,)  and  which  resolution  was  !  to  this  inquiry,  that  those' in  favor  of  it  do  not 
also  ejv'cted  yesterday,  by  a  large  majority,  when  ;  agree  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted,  when  the 
offeftj  bv  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  bv  information  is  obtained.  It  would  indeed  be  sur- 
prising if  they  did.  The  inquiry  now  is,  not 
what  is  to  be  done,  but  what  are  the  facts,  that, 
proi'se^l  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  j  having  them  correctly  before  us,  we  may  know 
f  M-*  Webster^  because  he  believed  it  would  ren-  what  to  do.  As  the  amendment  proposed  is  bet- 
der  ?ie  investigation  more  effectual.  A  call  on  ter  calculated  to  obtain  those  facts,  than  the  res- 
the  /resident,  f?om  the  very  nature  of  the  trans-  '  oluMon  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
actu  1.  could  not  be  expected  to  furnish  us  with  '  (Mr.  RoBERra)  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  it. 
the  1 1C1.S  called,  for  by  the  resolution.  But.  if  a  j  Mr.  Shiphero  said,  he  wa«  not  a  liitle  sur- 
com;  iittee  is  af  pointed  with  power  to  send   for  j  prised  that  gentlemen  should,  with  so  much  zeal 


pers*  4is  and  pajpers.  as  proposed  by  the  amend 
mei(;  ^  111  all  pro»)abiliiy  they  will  be  able  to  obtain 
the  ^  I'cessary  fdcts. 

D.  J   Ylr.  B.,  it   has   been  said  our  time 


said 


the  <  ifferingsot  the  froniiers- 
the  •  istresses  of  the  country. 


oppose  the  amendment  offered  by  his  honorable 
friend  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Webster,)  as 
that  amendment  would  have  facilitated  so  essen- 
tially the  avowed  object  of  the  honorable  mover. 
(.Mr.  RonERTs.) 

That  gentleman  declared,  when  he  introduced 
the  resolution,  that  his  design  was  to  afford  an 
opportunity  to  gentlemen  on  this  side,  to  show 
by  what  means  the  official  translation  of  the  let- 
ter in  question  was  obtained  from  the  public 
office.     If  the  honorable  genilemau  was  sincere 


ougi  '.  not  to  be  occupied  in  the  investigation  of 
this  [Ubject.  Our  frontiers,  say  gentlemen,  are 
suffi;  mg,  our  country  is  bleeding  at  every  pore, 
we  .,  ^ght  immediately  to  pass  the  Array  bill.  All 
this. fie  said,  was  too  true.     He  was  sensible  of 

-he  was  sensible  of 
But,  do  gentlemen  * 
supf.Lse,  that  passing  a  bill,  will  raise  an  army?    in  this  avowal,  it  seems  v°ery  extraordmary'Tha^ 
Besi:  es,  have  we    not  spent  day  after  day,  deba-  j  he  should  resi>t  the  only  proper  expedient  to  pro- 
ting    na  propufUion  to  amend  the  Constitution  ?  j  duce  the  wished-for  result.     For,  Mr.  Speaker 
Wav,  it  then  staled,  that  the  frontiers  were  suf-  j  said,  Mr.  S.,  this  call  on  the  President   may   and 
fern,  :.  and  must  be  immediately  protected  by  an    probably  will,  fail  of  the  intended  object ;  but  the 
armj   to- be  raised  ?  appointment  of  a  committee,  clothed   with  au- 

H;  ve  we  not,^ since  the  commencement  of  the  ;  ihority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers— to  hear 
sessi  ti,  had  a  proposition  to  adjourn  for  ten  days,  I  proof,  .search  and  inquire  for  the  truth,  would 
and  as  this  oJ)jecliou  then  made?  Have  we  j  unquestionably  enable  the  House  to  arrive  nt  that 
not  i|so  been  ei.gaged  .n  much  business  of  a  pri-  ;  certainty  which  cannot  reasonably   be  expected 


vatc^  aud  not  very  iruportant  nature,  and  was 
thern  ariy  want;  of  time  to  attend  toil?  This 
obje^  ,ion,  he  sajd,  was  not  well  founded,  and  he 
Teni  red  to  preJict,  that  much  of  the  lime  of  the 


in  the  way  contemplated  in  the  resolution. 

Believing  this  the  most  effectual  and  desirable 
mode  of  proceeding  to  obtain  the  information 
which  is  demanded  in  the  resolution  before  the 


!   I 


in   vain 


Hou   -  would  be  spent  on  unimportant  business,  i  Hou.se,  and  which,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  and  his  friends 
with;  ,ut  this  objection  being  made.  were  very  solicitous  to  obtain,  he  had 

Bk.said  he,  ithas been  said  that  this  is  a  subject 
of  a,  unimportant  nature.  He  did  not  view  it 
in  tl.y  light.     Can  anything  be  more  important 


cherished  the  hope,  that  the  resolution  introduced 
by  his  honorable  friend  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Hanso.n,)  which  was  under  consideration  yester- 
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day.  would  have  been  adopted.  Had  it  been  so,  the  people,  and  they  are  by  no  means  disposed  to 
the  mask  would  soon  have  been  stripped  from  consider  it  a  thing  of  either  a  harmless  or  indiffer- 
the  whole  transaction,  and  the  truth  presented  to  ent  nature;  and  they  will  not  be  satisfied  unless 
the  House  in  naked  view.  Then,  sir,  might  proof  ;  it  is  passed  uj>on  by  this  House.  Tliere  may  be 
be  introduced  to  the  Committee,  drawn  from  a  |  a  sort  of  dust-licking  gentry  in  the  nation,  who 
source  unmoved  and  unbiased  by  interest.  |  believe  in   the  infallibility  of  their  ruling  parti- 

From  the  reasoning  of  gentlemen  on  my  left.  sans,  who  are  at  all  times  prepared  to  cry  hosan- 
said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  very  apparent  that  they  wish  us  j  na — who  may  not,  for  good  reasons,  ask  for  in- 
to believe  the  letter  of  the  French  Minister.  T«r-  j  formation.  Such  men  are  not  of  the  kind  refer- 
reau.  to  be  of  an  indifferent  and  unoffending  char-  red  to,  but  the  people  of  all  parlies  who  love  their 
acter ;  and,  also,  if  the  letter  in  the  commence- ,  country,  its  independence,  and  happiness;  and 
ment  of  the  business  was  re[irehensible.  yet,  as  ;  depend  upon  it  sir.  such  will  never  ieel  willing  to 
Turreau  took  it  back,  he  thus  atoned  lor  the  pass  in  silence  over  the  humiliating  and  degrad- 
iransgression,  and  any  inquiry  into  the  transac-    ing  conduct  of  their  rulers. 

tion  would  now  be  useless.  That  gentlemen  It  is  said  by  gentlemen  over  the  way,  that  the 
mean  as  has  been  stated  cannot  be  doubted,  be-  ^  receiving  back  the  letter  by  Mr.  Turreau,  was 
cause  no  other  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  necessarily  an  apology  for  the  insult,  if  the  letter 
what  has  been  said.  It  has  been  frequently  stated  was  of  a  character  to  be  insulting.  I  cannot  be- 
that  It  was  too  triHing  an  object  to  occupy  the  lieve  (said  Mr.  S.)  that  an  apology  is  a  certain 
lime  or  aitention  of  the  House.  consequence  of  taking  home  ttiis  offensive  letter. 

Alter   the  conlemptible  character  given  to  a    A  diplomatic  agent,  in  all  his  official  communi- 
paper  esteemed   so  harmless  and    inoffensive,  it 
behooves  the    House  to  examine  it.  and  then  to 
pronounce  whether  its  true  character  has  been 


cations,  is  presumed  to  speak  and  act  in  conson- 
ance with,  and  in  obedience  to,  the  directions  of 
his  sovereign  ;  this  letter,  then,  was  virtually  the 
rightly  understood.  If  the  copy  of  the  letter  pub-  letter  of  the  French  Emperor ;  bespoke  his  feel- 
lished  IS  correct,  the  original  contains  more  insult  I  ings.  and  contained  his  sentiments.  Admit,  if 
and  indignity  than  was  ever  tamely  endured  by  '  you  please,  sir,  that  the  language  was  hatched  by 
any  Government,  save  ours,  since  it  pleased  i  his  Minister,  the  offence  consisted  less  in  the  Ian- 
Heaven  to  civilize  man.  In  the  rude,  coniu-  guage  thau  the  odious  terms  dictated  as  condi- 
melious,  and  dictatorial  style,  of  an  unblushing  '  lions  whereon  to  bottom  the  favor  of  his  royal 
French  Minister,  it  demanded  no  less  than  an  i  principal- 
absolute  sacrifice  of  the  liberty  of  speech,  the  in-  1  To  confirm  the  position,  that  this  letter  sprang 
dependence  and  national  sovereignty  of  the  Union,  from  the  instruct  ions  of  Bonaparte,  Turreau  urges, 
as  an  uffering  to  appease  the  resentments  of  that  |  as  a  reason  why  he  should  not  take  it  back,  that 
Minister's  master.  j  it  was  enrolled  in  the  archives   of  his  Govern- 

The  important  inquiry  then,  sir,  is  first,  is  this    ment.     Now,  sir.  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 


copy  a  correct  one  ?  and,  secondly,  in  what  man- 
ner did  your  President  receive  the  letter?  Did 
he   receive  it  as  became  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 


ment,  that  which  ought  not  to  be  admitted  for 
any  other  reason,  that,  between  private  gentlemen, 
the  receiving  back  an  oflensive  letter  would  of 


a  great  and  free  people,  jealous  of  their  honor  course  purge  the  insult,  yet  it  remains  to  be  known 
and  proud  of  their  standing  among  nations?  Did  I  whether  the  Emperor  has  directed  it  to  be  un- 
tie solicit  the  writer  to  receive  it  back  in  the  sup-  '  rolled  from  the  archives  of  his  Government, 
plicating  tone  and  language  of  a  whipped  me-  j  Sir,  said  Mr.  S..  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to 
nial  ?  Or  did  he  conduct  correctly,  and  spurn  it  ^  believe  that  gentlemen  sincerely  design  to  main- 
in  the  teeth  of  the  insuller  ?  j  lain  the  position — that  the  indignity  which  had 

We  wish  to  know  the  mode  of  operation  ;  how    attached  to  the  American  people,  by  the  letter, 
the  affair  was  managed  ;  we  are  entitled  to  know  I  was  pealed  off  by  receiving  it  back,  without  any 


it;  and,  for  tiidt  reason,  we  call  on  the  House  to 
adopt  a  measure  which  will  promptly  and  effec- 
tually point  us  to  the  truth. 

It  IS  not  intended  by  these  remarks  to  bestow 
absolute  censure  upon  your  President.  Gentle- 
men on  this  side  condemn  not  without  proof. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  mean  then  to  express 
an  opinion,  whether  the  rumors  afloat  are  true 
or  false  ;  but,  ifirue,  he  said  he  was  constrain- 
ed 10  differ  from  his  colleague  over  the  way, 
(Mr.  FisiC.)  that  the  letter,  and  the  manner  in 
which  It  had  been  used,  was  a  matter  of  trifling 
consideration.  For,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  the  re- 
ports in  circulation  are  true,  we  ought  to  declare, 
with  one  voice,  that  the  President,  and  his  Min- 
isters concerned,  deserve  severe  reprobation — that 
they  have  suffered  tiie  character  of  the  nation  to 
be  trifled  with,  and  have  not  sought  redress. 

$ir,  this  paper  has  made  a  great  noise  among 
I 


with  which   the  act   is  done,  that  must  or 

Receiving  back  the 
to 


apology,  any  explanation;  whether  they  do  or 

not.  it  would  be  an  absurd  position.     It  i.<<  the 

''quo  ariimo,''  which  we   hear  so  often  over  the 

way, 

not  constitute  an  apology 

letter   in   sullen   silence   would  add   to   the  first 

transgression,  as  it  would  be  saying,  "  true  I  have 

insulted  you.  but  I  have  no  recantation  to  offer. 

The  Minister  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty 

condescend  to  admit  he  has  done  wron?  1" 

Sir.  private  gentlemen  would  ask  that  so  gross 
an  insult  should  be  retracted — they  would  de- 
mand an  ample  confession  of  the  wrong;  and 
shall  a  Government  do  less  ?  A  Government,  too, 
which,  soon  after  the  letter  was  received,  was 
open-mouthed  against  the  Minister  of  another 
Power,  who,  as  was  said,  pointed  his  language 
rather  too  much  ? 

Ought  11  to  be  endured  that  we  should  be  so 
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sevniely  chastised  for  trifling^  aberrations  from 
perlict  obedience  to  the  Royal  Dictaior.  and  de- 
rnai  J  no  other  satisfac.ion  than  the  taking  back 
the  ,)d  with  which  the  discipline  was  performed  ? 
Hea  en  forbid  that  my  country  should  ever  be 
so  sr  ik  and  dei^raded. 

S;  .  the  resolution  before  the  House,  without 
the  .   nendment.  is  manifestly  improper.     It  is  in- 
dec(j   >us  to  call  on  an  officer  for  information,  in 
resp.  ;t  to  the  ^M\h  or  innocence  of  transactions, 
wht'^'  he  has  been  an  tctor.     If  Quiliy,  he  is  not 
bour^  I  10  answer  your  inquiry,  for  even  the  cul- 
prit <_.  not  compelled  to  accuse  himself;  and  if 
innc«-nt,  you  wound  his  feelings  ;  indeed,  sir.  you 
insul    him.     Suppose  a  case:  suppose  some  hon- 
orabi  :  member  of  this  House  should  rise  in  his 
plact.  fliid  state  that  hf  had  heard,  and  believed, 
of  a;  parcraia  concluded   between    the    President 
and  (j  .e  French  Ministi-r.  for  the  sale  of  this  na- 
tion !  ^  his  master,  and  that  possession  was  shortly 
to  be, surrendered  to  the  purchaser,  and  a  resolu- 
tion iiupld  be  itttroduc^d  to  inquire  into  the  truth 
of  tt;  •  siatemer.^;  would   gentlemen    feel  them- 
selve!  at  libertyfto  vote  against  a  committee,  and 
send     heir   resofeition   to  the  President,  and  put 
the  ij  jestion  tojhim.  "Sir,  are  you  a  vile  traitor 
or  m  1?^'     If  ndt  in   tliatj:ase,  why  in    the  one 


unde;  di«cu5sior;?  they  differ  not  in  principle,  but 
only  '  ii  degree.  *. 

SL  uld  a  resorution  be  adopted  of  the  indelicate 
tenor' already  stilted,  the  President  would  be  jus- 
tified, in  frownirsj  from  his  presence  the  commit- 
tee ^^  ho  should  present  it,  without  answer  or 
cornr;  ent  to  or  upon  the  offensive  paper.  Sir.  the 
geiitl  man  caniiOt  distinguish  between  the  two 
casej  so  far  as  tjespecis  the  raoJe  of  proceeding, 
and  re  shall  o4end  propriety  to  ask  that  high 
offic*;  whether  he  is  guilty  or  innocent ;  for.  it  is 
vain;  or  gentlemen  to  contend  that  if  there  is 
guilt.^;n  the  transaction,  the  President  may  be 
free  ^ora  it;  and.  were  we  sure  of  the  contrary, 
yet,  ;^  this  appertains  to  the  duties  of  his  office,! 
musi^^nter  ray  protest  against  a  proceeding  which 
appe^  rs  so  improper. 

A»,  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio.  (Mr.  Mc- 
Lea."^  )  in  the  indulgence  of  a  glowing  and  luxu- 
riant jancy.  among  other  elegant  figures,  (said 
Mr.  .^  .)  called  the  letter  a  bantling-. -ind  that  it 
had  f  ;'eii  sent  ail  over  the  Union.  Very  true,  sir; 
it  wa  wiahed  that  the  people  of  this  once  pros- 
peroij.  country  should  see  what  misshapen  lumps 
ot  dei  irmity  v/e>-e  generated  in  the  region  of  cor- 
ruptira.  And  I'le  honorable  gentleman  admit.s, 
in  su[  lauce,  when  he  saw  it  in  Ohio,  he  thought 
it  a  i,-|,3n>ter— a  tnamraoth  ;  that  its  cries  alarnTed 
him  ;^nd  is  novC  surprised  to  see  what  a  diminu- 
tion (jibulk  and  deformity,  since  then,  it  has  ex- 
penerjed. 

Peiaps  the  gentleman  saw  it  there  with  his 
nake(4eye.  and  htJre  through  a  sort  of  political 
tele$cif)e  ;  look  i«to  one  end  of  which,  the  object 
IS  raa  nided  ;  mio  the  other,  it  is  diminished. 

Sir,  whether  ti>e -'bantling"  is  spurious  or  le- 
giiim;  ►e,  large  or  siuall,  two  things  are  certain: 

1st.  Notwithstanding  the  mutation,  in  the  eyes 
.of  th"  honorable  gentleman,  the  "bantling"  is  a 


monster  ;  and,  also,  that  it  was  nursed  for  several 
months  in  the  Department  of  State.  The  Presi- 
dent, himself,  condescended  to  administer  the  pap 
and  panado.  and  for  aught  we  know  to  rock  the 
cradle.  Therefore,  we  wish  to  know  in  what 
manner  the  '•  bantling"  left  its  nursery;  whether 
by  fair  means  or  foul ;  whether  its  illustrious 
sire  came  civilly,  and  paid  for  nursing,  and  took 
it  away  ;  whether  it  was  kicked  out  as  a  creature 
grown  loathsome  and  detested;  or  whether,  in 
other  less  desirable  manner,  it  cleared  out  at  the 
palace. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Taylor)  object- 
ed to  the  discussion  of  the  amendment  (said  Mr. 
S.)  because  our  time  ought  not  to  be  devoted  to 
subjects  of  this  nature,  so  long  as  our  Northern 
frontier  is  suffering  from  the  incursions  of  the 
Briton  or  Indun. 

It  is  too  true,  sir,  that  our  frontier  is  suffering 
from  the  incursions  of  the  enemy.  It  is  too  true 
that  they,  maddened  by  the  savage  cruelty,  the 
barbarous  deeds  of  burning  Newark,  are  spreading 
desolation  throughout  that  devoted  country.  It 
is  too  true  that  the  revenging  tomahawk,  scalping 
knife,  and  murderous  yell  of  the  savage,  have 
been,  and  are  still,  bearing  terror  and  dismay  to 
that  unfortunate  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  your  villages  and  towns  are 
blazing  with  the  retaliatory  tires  o(  Newark,  and 
that  tiie  abominable  transactions  of  the  vaunt- 
ing and  perfidious  McClure.  are  retributed  with 
vengeance  upon  the  heads  of  defenceless  women 
and  children.  It  is  a  heart-melting  truth,  that 
the  sufferings  ol  that  part  of  Newark  call  loudly 
for  succor.  But.  sir,  what  can  we  do  ?  Legis- 
late we  can  ;  and  while  we  do  so.  the  desolating 
hand  of  the  enemy,  with  fire  and  sword,  lay' 
waste  your  whole  frontier.  This  House  may  do 
what  they  have  olten  done;  enact  laws  to  raise 
armies,  create  offices,  and  appropriate  moneys — 
they  can  legislate,  but  they  cannot  execute. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S..  we  can  fight  the  enemy  on 
paper;  we  can  scold,  denounce,  and  threaten  ;  we 
can  swell  and  look  big  ;  we  can  charge  them  with 
whole  volleys  of  words,  and  words,  too,  of  no 
mean  kind — but  with  boasting,  swelling,  high- 
sounding  words;  this  mode  of  warfare,  however, 
experience  has  demonstrated  to  be  inefficient. 
Proclamations  and  laws  are  harmless  things  to 
an  invading  enemy.  It  is  the  duty  of  your  Pres- 
ident to  preside  over  the  execution  of  your  laws, 
and  had  those  already  enacted  been  promptly  and 
effectually  executed,  the  ruthless  savage  vvould 
not  have  drawn  your  citizens  from  their  peaceful 
dwellings. 

Sir.  at  the  commencement  of  this  war.  we 
were  promised  that  Canada  should  become  ours 
by  conquest,  and  now  '.he  impotent  enervated 
crime  of  war  cannot  be  raised  to  drive  from  our 
soil  a  minor  and  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
enemy.  While  this  foe  is  dealing  indiscriminate 
ruin  on  our  .\orthern  borders,  where,  sir.  are  your 
hardy  heroes,  who  have  been  so  much  commend- 
ed lor  anticipated  deeds  of  valor?  Where  are 
your  General?  and  inferior  officers  ?  Look  at  your 
cities,  your  polished  towns,  your  drawing-rooms. 
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and  levees,  and  you  will  find  them  ;  your  eyes 
will  be  dazzled  with  epaulettes  and  lace,  worked 
with  the  needle  of  the  embroiderer,  if  not  by  the 
aword  of  the  chieftain.  The  privations  of  the 
camp,  at  this  inclement  season,  are  too  great  for 
the  lads  of  gall«ntry  and  the  lovers  of  dalliance  ; 
and  they  much  prefer  exposing  their  breasts  to 
the  darts  of  Cupid,  than  to  the  balls  and  bayonets 
of  the  Canadians. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  what  will  you  do  with 
more  laws  7  Wc  have  too  many  already.  With- 
out a  vigil.int  and  vigorous  execution  of  them, 
they  are  but  dead  letters.  [Here  Mr.  Archer 
called  .Mr.  Shipherd  to  order.] 

Mr.  S.,  after  a  few  moments'  pause,  contin- 
ued: I  thank  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, lor  permuting  me  to  go  on  so  long  without 
interruption — so  near  to  a  close. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  was  much  surprised  to 
hear  his  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Bayly)  remark  that  it  was  a  matter  «.f  favor  in 
the  majority  to  comply  with  the  wi>hes  of  the 
minority,  if  he  understood  his  honorable  friend 
correctly,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  constrained  to  ex- 
press his  dissent  to  such  a  doctrine.  It  is  calcu- 
lated on  too  humble  a  silence  for  my  constituents 
said  Mr.  S. — for  one,  I  came  here  in  the  consciou> 
dignity  of  their  Representative,  honored  with  their 
suffrage  and  proud  of  their  confidence.  I  came 
not  here  to  supplicate  favors,  but.  in  the  spirit  of 
independence,  to  demand  right.  And  in  that 
spirit  the  minority  do  demand  a  vote  which  will 
devtlope  the  secrets  (if  any)  that  concern  the 
subject  under  consideration. 

Sir.  there  is  noofficer  of  the  Government  placed 
above  our  reach,  whose  official  conduct  is  uncon- 
stitutionally exempted  from  our  investigation.  It 
is  our  right  and  our  duty  to  watch  over  the  hi<yli 
officers  in  a  special  manner — to  arraign  if  guilty 
and  shield  if  innocent. 

Mr.  Bahnett,  with  a  view  to  check  the  unne- 
cessary consumption  of  time,  moved  the  previous 
question;  which  was  refused— for  the  previous 
question  64.  against  it  66. 

Mr.  Web.ster  advoc  tted  the  amendment  which 
he  had  proposed,  at  some  length. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  his  proposed 
amendment  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  negatived  by 
a  majority  of  30  or  40  votes. 

Mr.  Hanson  said,  that  the  motives  which  had 
influenced  him  throughout  this  proceeding  might 
be  perfectly  understood,  and  that  his  conduct 
might  not  by  i)ossibility  be  misconstr^ued  or  sus- 
pected, he  would  make  one  further  r'ffort  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  an  effectual  inquiry  and  full 
development. 

The  member  from  Pennsylvania  had  prated 
about  the  manner  in  which  the  letter  had  come 
into  his  (Mr.  H.'s)  possession,  and  added  that  he 
meant  thoroughly  to  investigate  it.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  would  anticipate  the  gentleman's  motion  by 
presently  submittin?  an  amendment  to  his  own 
resolution  to  that  effect.  He  would  despise  him- 
self if  he  would  be  screened  in  the  manner  the 
supporters  of  Administration  attempted  to  shield 
the  President.     He  was  always  ready  to  meet  con- 


seqaences.  and  exhibit  his  actions   in  open   dav. 
It  was  really  amuMng,  though,  to  see  the  different 
I  shifts  and   expedients  to  which   gentlemen  were 
I  driven,  and  the  many  shapes  which  the  opposition 
I  to  an  inquiry  assumed.     They  were  as  various  as 
the  colors  of  the  rainbow.     Yesterday,  a  gentle- 
man   from    New  York  (Mr.  Fisk)  said    it^was  a 
j  mere  matter  of  diplomatic  etiquette,  not  worth 
,  inquiring  into;  and  the  honorable  Chairman  of 
;  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  founded  his 
j  principal  objection  upon  the  omission  to  incorpo- 
rate articles  of  impeachment  in  the  resolution  to 
inquire  ;  and  now  it  was  seen  that   a  mode  was 
adopted    by  a   member   from   Pennsylvania,  and 
I  generally  supported,  intended    to  get   rid   of  the 
•  matter  altogether.     Mr.  H.  enforced  the  inutility 
j  of  pursuing  the  mode  proposed,  saying,  that  if  we 
I  had  recourse  to  the  President  for  a  disclosure  of 
j  facts,   it  was  as  well    known  now  what   the  an- 
j  swer  would  be.  as  it  would  be  known  after  it  was 
given.     Innocent,   he   would    disdain    to  answer 
J  suchan  inquiry  ;  guilty,  he  was  not  bound  to  crira- 
i  inate  himself,  and  would  take  care  to  give  an  aa- 
i  swer  aIl^werlng  his  own  purposes,  but  not  the  ob- 
ject in  view. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  whose  mind  had  not  been  bro- 
ken down  by  an  established  systematic  tyranny 
of  opinion — who  had  not  been  gradually  brought 
I  to  '-a  total  abnegation  in  favor  of  Government, 
I  of  all  individual  feeling,  of  all  personal  character'. 
^  almost  of  all  private  thought" — he  whose  inde- 
I  pendence  and    spirit  had   not   been  subdued    by 
twelve  long  years  oppression  and  successful  usur- 
pation, would  agree  with  him  (Mr.  H.)  in  treat- 
I  ing  the  motion  of  the  member  of  Pennsylvania 
i  as  a  contrivance  to  evade  and  smotheran  inquiry. 
'  As  to   the  idle  threat  from  the  member  over  the 
I  way  to  force  him  (.Mr.  H.)  to  make  known  to  the 
j  House  the  manner  he  had  obtained  the  document, 
I  he  had  only  to  remind  the  House  that  that  was 
'  one  of  the  objects  to  be  arrived  at  by  appointing 
I  a  committee  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
j  papers,  and  he  had  over  and  over  challenged  the 
[  House  to  appoint  such  a  committee.     If  the  mem- 
j  ber  alluded  to  was  not  already  satisfied,  he  ought 
I  to  besatl^fied  that  there  would  be  no  shrinking  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  nor  was  there  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  original  mover  of  the  resolution  (Mr. 
'  H.)  anything  which  he  hoped  even  looked  liked 
shrinking.   He  was  for  pursuing  a  steady,  straight- 
forward, undeviating  course  to  arrive  at  his  ob- 
ject. senMble  of  the  responsibility,  and  fully  pre- 
pared to  meet  all  consequences.     To  bring  the 
whole  matter  before  the  House,  he  would,  tliere- 
fore,    move  to   strike   out  ail   after  the  word  Re- 
$olved.  and  insert  what  follows: 

"  That  th'jj  House  will,  on  the  day  of 

next,  receive  evidence,  at  the  bar  df  this  Houw;,  of  the 
manner  in  which,  and  time  when,  a  certain  paper, 
purporiinjf  to  be  a  letter  from  the  French  Minister  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  l)eanng  date  on  or  about  the 
14th  day  of  June,  1H09,  was  withdrawn  Irom  the  De- 
partment of  State,  and  how  it  came  into  the  possession 
of  a  member  of  this  House." 

Mr.  Stockton  warmly  supported   Mr.   Han- 
son's araendiuent.     He  said  he  was  in  favor  o.*" 
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ndn>ent    proposed    by    his   friend    from  1  some  gentlemen  of  too  trifling 


lhe|amendn>ent  proposed  by  his  Iriend  Irom  1  some  gentlemen  oi  too  tritling  a  nature  to  en- 
M.')  vl|ind,  because  ht  thought  it  betttr  calcula-  I  gage  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment, 
led  J  ^itain  the  object  avowed  by  the  gentleman  j  1  difler  widely  from  those  gentlemen — I  believe 
froi  k  Pennsylvania  ihnn  his  own  resolution,  and  I  that  a  large  portion  of  the  people  differ  from 
b«c  use  it  betlt-r  accorded  with  the  feelings  of  them.  This  letter,  when  first  brought  to  light, 
ger  letuen  on  both  si'Jes  of  the  House.  It  was  made  a  deep  and  solemn  impression  on  the  minds 
cor;  I'Ctly  remarked  hf  the  honorable  gentleman  j  of  reflecting  men.  who  had  pursued  the  course  of 
fro;  1  ^ouih  Carolina  yesterday,  that  no  resolu-  '  our  foreign  relations  for  a  few  years  past.  The 
lioi  should  be  adopted  here  which  did  not  lead  common  inquiry  was,  is  this  letter  genuine? 
10  q  'practical  result.  In  this  case  there  was  no  i  Can  it  be  possible  that  such  a  letter  should  have 
dis' *iip  concerning  the  principal  fact — it  seemed  i  been  received  from  the  Minister  of  the  Em- 
10  '  y  admitted  on  al'  sides  that  the  letter  was     |)eror  of  France,  and  concealed  from  the  people? 

gerviine;  that  it  had  been  received  at  the  office     '^'  ■ .i-~.  /^  i       i-i  ;- •- 

of  itate  ;  remained  there  for  some  time,  was 
the  '  taken  from  ofT  the  files  by  some  person. 
wi'  ^  the  assent  of  th?  French  Minister;  and  is 
nov  in  the  hands  of  a  member  of  this  House. 
W^  w*nc,  then,  no  farther  information  on  this 
par"  of  the  subject.     There  can  be   but  two  ob- 

jec    iri  the  view  of  any  gentleman — those  are  to 

'  ■  -  ■  ■  .... 


The  sentiment  that  Congress  should  investigate 
it  was  common  ;  and  not  confined  to  one  party 
only.  Its  contents — the  time  when  it  was  writ- 
ten— the  events  which  have  taken  place — the 
political  sacrifices  which  have  since  been  made  ; 
all  make  it  important.  Is  it  indeed  a  trifling  mat- 
ter for  the  Minister  of  a  foreign  Power  to  insult 

^^ _ .„     the  Government  and   the  people — ihe  Minister 

expfmi  this  transaction  satisfactorily,  so  that  if  too  of  a  Power  that  has  pursued  us  for  years  with 
thej  '  is  anything  wrong  in  it.  the  public  may  rapine  and  plunder,  to  turn  accuser  and  demand 
knd  ^■  who  has  been  in  fault;  and  that  this  House  sacrifice— your  peace  and  prosperity— order  you 
ma:     inquire  of  their   member    how   this   letter  |  to  trample  on  your  Constiiution  and  the  liberty 


of  the  people,  by  destroying  the  liberiy  of  the  press 
and  of  speech?  Some  gentlemen  may  think  it 
so.  Those  who  have  with  complacency  heard 
this  same  Power  exhaust  its  terms  of  contempt 


can*-  into  his  hands.  The  original  resolution  is 
not  Ihe  propep  mean  to  attain  either  of  these 
end        III  respl'ct  of  the  first  object,  one  side  of 

the    louse  are  already  satisfied;  they  want  no  in-    - -•    r- 

fori  ation.  The  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  by  '  and  reproach  upon  us — order  us  to  give  up  our 
the^  vote  of  yesterday,  have  declared  that  they  I  lawful  trade — declare  that  we  were  already  at 
are'  atisfied— they  have  applauded  the  conduct  j  war  with  a  nation  with  which  we  were  at  peace. 
oft:  e  Government,  and  wish  no  farther  investi- I  call  us  a  people  without  character  or  honor — 
gati  '0.  We  ihink  that  it  would  be  useless,  as  '  compire  the  American  Congress  to  a  Jamaica 
wel  as  improper,  to  make  the  proposed  applica-  Assembly.  Those  who  have  heard  all  this  with 
tion  (o  the  Executive.  The  blame,  if  any  exists,  complacency,  may  think  it  a  most  trifling  affair, 
mu  attach  itself  to  the  Executive— it  must!  My  sentiments  are.  that  the  interest  and  honor 
the;  fore,  be  iucorrecl  and  useless  to  apply  there,  of  the  nation  require  an  investigation  at  the  bar 
W(!  think  that  this  H*ouse  is  the  proper  tribunal     of  this  House. 

for  .jvestigati^ns  and  explanations,  which  ought  Mr.  Roberts  opposed  the  amendment,  and  in- 
to )  i  founded  «»n  proof,  and  not  rest  in  assertion.  ;  sisted  tlial  it  was  the  proper  course  to  demand 
W;  ,'.  then.  sh;>uld  wu  apply  to  the  President  on  j  of  the  President  information  upon  this  subject, 
a  r.  iifer  which  concerns  himself,  when  nothing  '  He  insisted,  at  some  length,  thai  this  course  was 
she  ,  of  the  avowal  of  the  facts,  which  the  gen-  i  indispensable ;  but  as  Mr.  R.  was  a  great  distance 
lien  :in  from  .Maryland  offers  to  prove,  wauld  be  from  the  reporter,  his  argument  was  not  di>linctly 
sat;  factory  either  to  us  or  the  people!  But  the  I  heard.  He  declared  that  the  statements  that  had 
secj  lid  object  is  the  rral  one — the  honorable  gen-  been  made  in  »he  House  by  the  gentleman  from 
tier  an  from  Pt-nnsylvauia  distinctly  avows  that  I  Maryland,  were  entitled  to  no  more  weight  than 
it  ii  :  he  is  fully  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  ;  as  if  published  in  the  newspapers  ;  and  he  again 
Go  L-rhment.  but  he  means  that  this  House  shall  insinuated  that  the  letter  ol  Turreau  had  come 
inq  ire  how  tli«  member  from  Maryland  obtained  unfairly  into  the  hands  of  a  member  of  the  House, 
the  etier.  What  information  can  the  President  He  pledged  himself  to  investigate  the  subject, 
giv,  on  that  matter?  He  can  know  nothing  '  and  to  present  the  conduct  of  the  member  who 
abo  |t  it.  The  amen'lment  offered  by  the  mem- 
ber :iUuded  to  himself,  will  conduct  directly  lo 
the  .bject.  F^e  has  ioticipated  the  inquiry — he 
cha  Jeeges  invyistigatian — he  shrinks  from  no  de- 
vel-  pnjienl  which  shall  be  required  by  the  au- 
thoi  ity  of  this  House- — he  off"ers  at  your  bar,  in 
the  atfe  of  tha  nation  to  prove  when,  by  whom, 
anc^  for  what  purpose,  this  letter  was  taken  from 
the,  3tpartment  of  Slate — he  has  nothing  to  con- 
cea]  His  oniy  intention  in  stirring  this  thing 
has  been  to  give  full  public  satisfaction,  which 
he  iedged  himself  t&  give  if  you  will  afford  him 
tbelaeans. 

K  to  this  subject  in  general,  it  is  considered  by 


n 

t 


produced  the  letter  to  the  House  and  tiie  nation. 
Mr.  Grosvenor  said,  often  as  he  had  already 
delivered  his  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  he 
could  not  suFer  the  vole  to  be  taken  upon 
this  last  effort  of  his  honorable  friend,  without 
again  calling  upon  the  House  to  avoid  the  miser- 
able farce  of  an  inquiry  urged  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  should  nul  pre^s  the 
views  he  had  before  taken,  of  the  contents  and 
character  of  the  offensive  document  ;  the  mau- 
oer  and  spirit  with  which  it  had  been  received, 
retained,  and  suppressed  by  the  Administration, 
and  the  lame  and  spiritless  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  surrendered  to  its  author. 


917 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


918 


Jandart,  1814. 


RflatwM  vith  France. 


H.  OP  R. 


These  topics  had  been  fully  discussed.  He 
would,  however,  briefly  recapitulate  the  facts,  as 
stated  by  his  friend  from  Maryland,  which  facts, 
it  was  the  object  of  his  present  amendment  to 
prove  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 

In  the  year  18U9,  when  the  feelings  of  the  na- 
tion had  been  much  agitated  by  the  failure  of  the 
arrangement  concluded  with  Mr.  Erskine.it  was 
understood  that  a  British  Minister  was  on  his 
way  to  explain  the  causes  of  that  failure,  and  to 
renew  negotiations  fur  a  Treaty  of  Commerce 
with  these  States.  As  this  Minister  approached 
the  Capital,  Mr.  Turreau.  the  French  Minister, 
wrote  the  letter  in  question  to  the  then  Secretary 
of  State.  In  lliat  letter  he  virtually  declares, 
that  a  treaty  with  England  would  be  war  with 
France.  In  that  letter  were  displayed'  all  the 
feelings,  views,  and  sentiments,  of  the  then  all- 
powerful,  but  now  humble  tyrant  of  France  to- 
wards this  country.  "  Political  sacrifices"  were 
then  demanded  from  us,  as  the  price  of  French 
amity  and  commerce — "political  sacrifices"  which 
the  tyrant  well  knew,  could  not  be  made,  with- 
out a  surrender  of  the  Constitutional  rights  of 
this  people,  and  the  independence  of  this  country. 

The  terms  of  the  letter  were  of  the  most  offen- 
sive and  insulting  character.  It  lay  silently  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Government,  during  the 
whole  period  of  its  contest  with  the  British  Min- 
ister, Mr.  Jackson.  During  that  period,  agents 
were  employed  to  persuade  the  French  Minister 
secretly  to  take  back  the  letter,  that  the  indignity, 
and  the  haughty  demands  of  his  master  might 
be  buried  in  silence.  Even  the  Secretaries  were 
employed  on  missions  to  Baltimore,  where  the 
angry  Frenchman  resided,  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
relent,  and  to  receive  back  his  letter.  Every 
prayer  and  entreaty  was  met  by  a  haughty  re- 
fusal. He  declared  that  the  contents  of  the  letter, 
the  character  of  its  .style  and  language,  the  pro- 
priety of  Us  claims  and  demands,  had  been  fully 
considered  and  approved  by  the  whole  legation  ; 
that  a  copy  had  been  transmitted  to  his  master, 
and  that  it  never  would  be  retracted. 

Thus  months  passed  away,  and  never,  until 
Mr.  Jackson  was  driven  from  the  country  ;  never, 
until  hy  that  measure  an  open  contest  wiih  Eng- 
land appeared  inevitable,  did  the  haughty  minion 
in  the  slightest  degree  relent.  Then,  indeed,  se- 
cretly, silently,  wiihout  explanation  or  apology, 
he  sent  his  secretary  to  take  back  the  letter.  But 
the  copy  transmiited  to  France  there  remains,  and 
ever  will  remain,  a  monument  of  the  insolence  of 
the  French  Minister,  and  of  the  spiritless  char- 
acter, the  pusillanimous  policy  of  the  present 
Administration. 

This,  Mr.  G.  said,  was,  in  substance,  the  charge 
made  by  his  friend  from  Maryland.  For  itie 
truth  of  the  facts  he  could  not  vouch.  From  the 
nature  of  the  thing  this  was  impossible.  But  his 
honorable  friend  neither  asked  nor  needed  a 
voucher.  Upou  his  honorable  character,  upon 
his  high  respunsibility,  this  House  must  have  an 
implicit  reliance.  And  when,  as  by  this  amend- 
ment he  now  does,  when  he  calls  for  your  arm 
to  bring  witnesses  to  your  bar  to  establish  these 


charges,  if  you  refuse  his  demand,  you  have  no 
ri^ht  to  suggest  a  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the 
charges. 

Here  then,  said  Mr.  G.,  was  the  offence  of  the 
President.  He  knew  the  claims,  and  pretensions, 
and  views,  and  demands  of  the  French  tyrant  hos- 
tile 10  the  peace,  the  prosperity,  the  rights,  and  in- 
dependence of  this  country;  but,  in  violation  of 
an  imperative  article  of  the  Constitution,  for 
four  years  he  has  neglected  to  communicate  that 
knowledge  to  Congress  and  the  American  people. 
He  has  struck  the  document  from  the  records  of 
State,  that  unless  by  accident  little  short  of  a 
political  miracle,  it  might  never  see  the  light  in 
America. 

This  infamous  scrawl  contains  more  insulting 
language,  mure  haughty  and  ferocious  abuse, 
more  slander  on  the  American  name  and  charac- 
ter, than  all  the  writings  and  correspondence  of 
every  British  Minister  who  has  visited  our  coun- 
try. Yet,  while  this  infamous  scrawl  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Administration,  while  its  author 
was  breathing  proud  defiance  and  new  insult  at 
Baltimore,  undisturbed,  but  by  the  importunate 
entreaties,  supplications,  and  prayers  ol  our  Sec- 
retaries, that  same  Administration  was  hunting 
alter  insinuations,  searching  for  technical  indeco- 
rums of  language,  upon  which  to  found  a  letter  of 
dismission  lo  the  British  Minister.  These  infer- 
ences are  predicated  upon  the  facts  stated  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Maryland.  You  are  now 
required  to  test  the  truth  of  those  facts.  You  are 
hound  to  afford  that  test.  For,  if  they  shall  be 
established,  who  will  deny  that  they  constitute  a 
violation  of  duty,  a  misdemeanor  which  imperi- 
ously demands  the  interposition  of  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  the  House? 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  (Mr.  Rob- 
erts.) who  has  this  day  renewed  this  subject, 
says  he  will  not  agree  to  the  amendment,  because 
he  IS  not  sure  the  facts,  as  staled  by  my  honora- 
ble friend  from  Maryland,  are  true.  And  yet  he 
says,  iliat  "  if  those  lacts  are  true,  the  President  is 
condemned  already."  I  think  I  repeat  his  own 
words.  [Mr.  G.  here  looked  at  Mr.  Roberts, 
who  nodded  assent.]  If  this  is  his  belief,  strange, 
strange  indeed  is  his  conduct — 'Condemned  al- 
ready I"  '"Condemned,"  for  what;  for  an  inno- 
cent transaction?  For  resenting,  with  proper 
spirit,  as  vile  and  degrading  an  insult  as  ever  one 
independent  nation  ofiiered  to  another;  for  com- 
municating the  state  of  our  relations  wiili  France; 
for  openly,  constiluiionally,  and  frankly  commu- 
nicating to  Congress  and  lo  the  nation,  the  de- 
signs, intentions,  claims,  and  pretensions  of 
France,  as  he  found  them  in  an  official  docu- 
ment, signed  by  the  confidential  agent  of  the  ty- 
rant.    Is  he  'condemned"  for  this? 

[Mr.  RoBERTd  rose  and  said,  he  believed  he 
had  not  used  the  precise  language  imputed  to 
him.] 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  G.,  I  wrote  the  words  as 
they  proceeded  from  his  lips.  He  cannot  explain 
them.  If  he  now  rrtracls  them,  why  let  him  re- 
tract thern.  It  varies  not  the  conduct  of  ihe  Pre- 
sident ;  it  alters  not  the  case.     For  I  hesitate  not 
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tci  ar  that  if  the  sfatf  ment  of  my  honorable  friend 

sl(  ill    b«  subsianliatt'd,    the    President    is   '-con- 

dr>  lined  already" — "  condemned"  for  suffering  the 

di!  ni  y  of  thi*  nation    to  be   trampled   down  by 

til    minions  of  a  tyrp.nt,  without  proper  spirit  and 

rt!  stance — "qondemned"  for  hunting  a  British 

M  iiisiter  from  this  nation,  for  at  worst  a  mere  in- 

d('  orum  of  language,  while  at  the  same  moment 

he  .h(elded  (r<ora   the  fiery  indignation  of  a  free 

pe,  pie  the  Minister  tfa  tyrant,  who.  in  an  official 

cc|imunicatio(n.  had    outraged   every   honorable 

Ailerican  feeljng;  who  had  heaped  upon  us  the 

baA  >t   insults ;  and    who  set,   repeatedly   set   at 

haiglity  defiance,  our  resentment  at  his  unparal- 

lelli  insolence. 


own  guilt !  Sir,  it  is  worse  than  farcical.  It  Is, 
it  can  be,  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  shield' 
thrown  by  his  friends  before  him— as  a  plausible 
but  palpable  evasion  of  the  investigation  of 
charges  which  the  resolution  itself  assumes  and 
admits  to  be  worthy  of  investigation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  in  truth  this  House  deem  the 
matter  of  that  grave  importance  which  at  all  de- 
mands the  interposition  of  this  House,  let  that 
interposition  be  conducted  in  a  manner  not  so 
utterly  ineffectual — do  one  thing  or  the  other.  If 
the  subject  is  trifling,  and  beneath  this  House, 
dismiss  it  altogether;  if  it  is  grave  and  impor- 
tant, and  an  inquiry  be  requisite,  make  that  in- 

quiry  effectual.      Do  not  prostitute  your  power, 

e  is  ■•  condeinned"  for  suppressing  and  endea-    in  the  form  of  inquiry,  for  the  purpose  of  shield- 
ag  to  bury  from  the  public  eye  forever,  an     ing  from  inquiry.     Act  with   the  dignity  of  the 
iitl  Frenchi  paper  stating,  in  language  not  to    Grand  Inquest  of  the  nation,  or  act  not  at  all. 
msunderstood.  the  political  sacrifices  which  '      My  honorable  friend    has,  in  every  form,  de- 
must    be  prepared   to   make  as   the  price  of    manded    that  you    investigate    the    truth  of  his 
^ch   comnterce.  nnd   a  tyrant's   friendship — ,  charges  against  the  Executive.     Upon  his  respon- 
rifices."  nyt  only  of  advantages  to  be  derived  |  sibility.  as  a  member,  he  has  told  you  that  he  has 
I  the  commerce  and  friendship  of  England.  I  no  personal  knowledge  upon  the  subject;  but,  such 
■sacrifices^'  of  our  political  rights,  our  spirit  ■  as  are  the  secrets  of  his  information,  he  verily 
dependence,  and  many  of  the  principles  which  ,  believes  them  true;  and.  by  this  amendment,  he 
-'■w'  t^«?  basis  of  the  whole  fabric  of  American  lib-    demands  of  you  that  witnesses  be  called  to  your 
ert*;  principle*  which  never  can  be  sacrificed  but    bar  lo  e>tablish  them  before  the  nation, 
wiiour  Consutuiion.    Have  these  French  claims        Why  do  you  shrink  tVom  his  demand  ?     Why 
been   abandoned?     Was  the  taking  back  of    do  you  refuse  the  only  inquiry  which  can  lead  to 
eiter,  not  because;  it  contained  demands  which    truth?     Why  do  you  throw' the  whole    subject 
ice  was  ready  to  relinquish— not  because  she    into  the  control  of  the  man  whose   misconduct  is 
ed  to  require  these  "  political  sacrifices"— but    the  subject  to  be  investigated  ?     This  amendment 
use  of  the  entreaties  and  prayers  of  the  Sec-    goes  still  further,  and  has  still  a  stronger  claim  to 

h«  adopted  by  the  House.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  declare.^  that  his  resolution  is  but 
the  first  step— that  he  will  follow  it  up  with  an 


rei'^U's;  and,  above  nil.  because  its  great  object 
waf  obtained  when  Mr.  Jackson  was  dismissed, 
an%all  hopes  of  arrangement  with  England  there- 
by jt  an  end  ;  was  the  taking  back  of  that  paper, 
unmtr  such  circumstances,  even  the  slightest  evi- 
derlife  of  the  abandonment  of  the  claims  and  pre- 
let^ions  and  views  towards  us,  which  it  proved 
to  ^.ist  in  the  mind  of  the  Blench  tyrant? 

^as  there  been  since  that  time  any  document 
to  jow  that  these  claims  and  pretensions  have 
cea  ..'d  to  exist— these  "  political  sacrifices"  ceased 
to  I  •  required  ?  On  the  contrary,  has  not  all  our 
intj  .course  with  France  proved  that  these  scan- 
dal IS  claims  and  pretensions  are  in  full  vigor? 
W4r  else  have  we  not  a  commercial  treaty  with 


Fr 


ce 


w; 


ly  else  has  there  been  such  inces- 


inquiry  into  the  manner  in  which  this  letter  came 
into  the  hands  of  my  friend  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Speaker,  what  a  singular  spirit  does  this 
declaration  prove  to  exist,  in  him  that  made  it. 
I  would  ask  that  gentleman,  whether  he  stands 
here  a  sworn  advocate  for  the  President,  or  as 
one  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  nation,  with  du- 
ties to  perform  independent  of  that  President, 
nay,  whose  duty  it  may  become  to  prosecute  that 
President? 

It  the  latter  is  his  condition,  how  does  it  com- 
port with  his  high  station,  when  a  charge  is  made 
against  the  President,  and  evidence  produced  by 


san  /fcluctance  on  the  part  of  Prance  to  negotiate,  the  accuser,  that  in  one  breath  he  should  pe- 
wh^  ;.•  on  the  j«rt  of  our  Government  the  negoti-  remptorily  refuse  to  investicrate  the  char^^e  to  ex- 
ati.,  ,  has  been  loudly  and  incessantly  and  impor  amine  the  conduct  of  the  accused,  and  in'th'e  next 
tiii2  .lely  demandeji^-?  Why,  unless  it  be  that  the  pledge  himself  to  investigate  how  that  evidence 
cla,  ,^s  and  demands  and  •'  political  sacrifices"  by  was  obtained,  and  to  examine  the  conduct  ot  the 
thea-rench  iV.inister,  (Turreau,)  set  forth  in  the  accuser  ?  Is  this  liie  feelin?  and  spirit  of  an  im- 
now  before  us,  to  which  the  President  dare  partial  judge  1  Is  a  ihe  spfnt,  and  feelings  and 
nccede.  are  the  eternal  barrier  to  all  serious  language  of  a  great  national  juror,  who  has  sworn 
lercial  arrangements?  "Condemned"  there-  to  support  the  Constitution,  which  subjects  the 
•  he  President  must  be.  if  the  facts  stated  by  President  lo  impeachment  by  this  House  for  mis- 
konorable  Iriend  shall  be  substantiated.  .conduct. 

Ir.e.^  not  ihfs  view  of  the  case  present  the  inde-        But  the  same  member  has  slated,  that  common 
y.  the  absurdity   ihe  folly  of  the  course  de-    fame  has  said  that  this  letter  was  purloined  from 
led  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania?    the  files  of  a  gentleman,  and  he   has   blindly    in- 
t.  ask  the  President  if  he  is  guilty  of  con-    smuated  that  it  is  dishonorably  m   the   hands  of 
which    must    condemn    him    for  a   misde-    my  honorable  friend.    When  this  charge  was  but 
me;,  .or— go  to  the  accused  himself  to  prove  his  I  insinuated  this  morning,  it  excited  a  siorm  from 
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which  he  who  made  it  was  glad  to  shield  himself    tlemen  in  opposition  to  state  the  manner  in  which 


by  a  full  explanation.  It  has  been  again  insinu 
ated,  but  in  a  style  more  blind  and  ambiguous. 
and  my  honorable  friend  has  condescended  to  de- 
mand an  inquiry  into  the  slanderous  insinuation. 
I  rejoice  that  he  has  done  so.  It  was  needed,  not 
to  repel  the  slander.     It  was  needed,  not  to   vin- 


they  obtained  this  letter,  and  the  authority  on 
which  their  alleged  facts  rest;  and  replied  lo 
Messrs.  Stockton  and  Grosvenor. 

Mr.  Stockto.n,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sharp,  who 
likened  the  transaction  to  a  quarrel  between  in- 
dividuals, and  where  the  insult  had  been  retracted. 


Kentucky  (Mr.  Sharp)  had  put  to  him  person- 
ally a  case  of  honor  in  private  life,  and  from  the 
answer  he  thinks  he  must  receive,  draws  a  con- 
clusion favorable  to  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment  in  this  transaction   with   Mr.  Turreau.     I 


dicate  him  from  suspicion  ;  his  life  and  character  |  remarked  that  the  honorable  gentleman  frona 
stamp  libel  upon  the  insinuation.  But  it  was 
needed  to  drive  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
from  his  lust  miserable  refuge.  It  was  needed, 
that  this  nation  might  know  that  the  man  who 
arraigns  their  President  fur  misdemeanors  stands 

on  high  and  honorable  ground,  and  disdains  not  |  have  a  great  respect  for  that  gentleman  and  will 
10  submit  his  conduct  to  the  same  tribunal  to  i  answer  his  interrogatories  by  putting  to  him  a 
which  he  calls  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  his  coun-  |  case  more  analogous  to  the  one  in  discussion,  in 
try.  Therefore.  It  is.  tijat  he  has  condescended,  the  decision  of  which  I  am  sure  we  should  not 
to  demand  ot  you  an  investigation  of  the  slander  i  disagree.  If  a  man.  entitled  to  the  character  of 
cast  upon  him,  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  a  gentleman,  should,  lo  a  man  of  high  honor, 
same  time  that  he  calls  upon  you  to  investigate  |  standing  much  on  his  reputation  for  integrity, 
his  charges  against  the  President.  How  will  the  send  an  insolent  letter,  accusing  him  of  injustice 
author  of  the  insinuations  now  act?  How  will  ,  and  fraud;  making  against  him  unfounded  com- 
he  continue  to  avoid  the  inquiry  which  he  has  i  plaints  and  demands,  and  threatening  him  with 
demanded?  Now  will  you  shrink?  Will  you  chastisement  if  he  did  not  alter  his  conduct— if 
suffer  one  of  your  body  to  cast  a  slanderous  j  that  person,  instead  of  breaking  off  all  intercourse 
imputation  upon  another;  and  when  that  other  with  the  other,  or  otherwise  resenting  the  injury 
calls  upon  you  to  investigate  the  imputations,  ,  and  insult,  should  put  the  letter  quietly  into  his 
will  you  refuse  that  act  of  common  justice?'  pocket— if  afterwards  he  should  procure  a  third 
Remark,  I  beseech  you,  the  exalted  station  j  person  to  wait  on  the  man  who  had  thus  insulted 
which  my  friend  from  Maryland  now  occu-  him.  and  entreat  him  to  take  back  the  letter,  lest  it 
pies.  He,  in  pursuance  of  his  duty,  and  in  a  i  might  come  to  the  knowledge  of  Ins  family  and 
manner  perfectly  rational  and  Constitutional,  ar-  interrupt  the  good  understanding  subsisting  be- 
raigns  the  President  before  you.  He,  in  part,  ;  tween  them— if  the  writer  should  receive  this 
produces  his  evidence,  and  demands  from  you  '  message  with  indifference  and  contempt,  insist 
process  to  produce  witnesses  and  lo  establish  the  j  that  what  he  had  asserted  was  well  considered 
truth  of  his  accusations.  You  shrink  from  the  I  and  true,  that  he  had  recorded  the  letter  and  dis- 
iruth;   you  refuse   the  investigation;  you  deny  |  tributed  copies  among  his  friends,  and.  therefore, 


the  power  you  possess  lo  bring  the  testimony  be- 
fore you.  One  of  your  body  proposes  to  submit 
the  whole  matter  to  the  party  accused,  and  then 
slanders  the  conduct  of  the  accuser.  It  attempts 
10  shield  ihe  President  from  crimination ;  his 
conduct  from  investigation;  and  that,  under  a 
false  and  libellous  pretence  that  the  proof  adduced 
was  not  (airly  obtained.  My  honorable  friend 
meets  that  pretence  with  the  promptitude  and 
resolution  of  conscious  purity  and  honor. 

What,  then,  will  you  do?  Mortified  at  the 
contrast  here  presented  ;  ashamed  that,  while  you 
are  shielding  the  Executive,  his  accuser  should 
step  boldly  forth  and  demand  examination,  will 
you  entomb  the  whole  matter  under  this  paltry 
juggle  of  inquiry  ;  or,  like  the  council  of  a  great 
nation,  like  the  grand  inquest  of  a  great  and  high- 
minded  people,  disdaining  all  parly  views  and 
political  subterfuge,  resting  on  the  Constitution, 
and  inspired  by  its  pure  spirit,  will  you  step  boldly 
forth  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  dignity  of  your 
country,  and  present  to  this  nation  and  to  the 
world  this  important  subject,  stripped  of  all  hy- 
pothesis, ail  ambiguity  ?  This  is  your  only  inde- 
pendent, efficient,  honorable,  and  Consiiiulional 
course.  In  no  other  way  can  you  purify  the  in- 
nocent from  suspicions,  and  cover  the  guilty  with 
merited  infamy. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  again  called  on  gen- 


4»i 


could  not  and  would  not  take  it  back — if  this 
letter  should  have  remained  with  the  receiver, 
unresenled,  for  weeks  or  months,  until  some  un- 
known person,  for  some  unknown  reason,  was 
permitted  by  the  writer  lo  take  it  away — if  after 
this  the  man  insulted  should  draw  closer  his  con- 
nexion with  the  insulter,  and  hush  up  the  affair, 
how  ought  his  conduct  to  be  esteemed  by  men 
of  justice  and  honor  ?  This  is  my  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I  hope  he  is  now 
satisfied. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Hanson's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  a 
majority  of  30  or  40  votes. 

Mr.  Ga8T0.\,  after  expatiating  on  the  value  of 
correct  information  on  the  subject  of  this  letter 
to  intelligent  legislation  on  foreign  affairs,  &c., 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out 
from  the  word  ''requested,"  to  the  end  thereof, 
and  insert  the  following: 

*'  To  inform  this  House  whether  a  letter  was  tran>< 
mitted  to  the  Department  of  State  by  the  Minister  of 
France,  addressed  to  .Mr.  Robert  Smith,  Secretary  of 
State,  purporting  to  bear  date  at  Baltimore,  June  14, 
1809,  whereof  the  following  is  a  translation  : 

"Sir:  The  Federal  Government  is  going  to  settle 
all  its  differences  with  Great  Britain,  and  lo  make  a 
treaty  of  amity,  of  commerce,  and  of  navigation,  with 
that  Power.     You,  as  vrell  as  Mr.  Gallatin,  have  man- 
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il  Ivtcd  to  me  a  desire,  also,  to  make  a  new  convention  ! 
V  ilh  France,  to  tako  the  place  of  that  which  expires  ' 
the  30th  of  September  next. 

"  I  »vill,  for  a  moment,  call  to  your  consideration 
I'.is  double  object  which  the  Federal  Government  pro- 
I  ^«es  to  \ist\t\  and  the  difficulties  of  accomplishing  it 
r  [a  manner  advantageous  for  all  the  contracting  par- 
r  •«.  My  jiwt  dcfen-nce  for  your  Government,  sir, 
(  kes  not  peryiit  me  to  make  any  observation  on  the 
1  lute  with  vjhich  the  Executive  has  received  the  first 
0  vrtures  of  the  English  Ministry,  yet  composed  of  the 
H  me  men  who  very  lately  discovered  a  very  manifest 
ifiersion  to  *very  ppecies  of  conciliation,  and  who 
jlinod  to  a  dfnial  of  justice  to  the  Americans,  every 
aperity  of  f,)rms,  of  tone,  and  of  style,  towards  the 
A^'eiits  of  your  Government. 

i  •'  If  I  have  supposed  that  this  very  haste  was  neces- 
fclry  to  satisfy  the  wiihes  of  the  people,  of  whom  fore- 
iJijht  is  not  the  first  virtue,  others  may  see  in  that  po- 
liical  proceeding,  a  precipitation,  perhaps  dangerous; 
(Jid,  if  it  doe^not  lessen  the  dignity  of  the  Executive, 
tlay,  at  least,;  produce  consequences  prejudicial  to  the 
nue  intcrestn  of  the  Union.     It  is  on  these  very  inter- 
t«t8,  much  more  thaft  on  those   of  France,  as  its  en- 
||rg«'d   and  liberal   policy,  its  principles    of  universal 
jlistice,  and   the  elements  of  which  its  |K)wer  is  com- 
ri>8<;d,  have  placed  it  beyond  all  attacks  ;  it  is  only  on 
tiie    interest   of  your  country  that  I  fix  my  attention, 
iud  invoke  your's  under  a  circumstance  so  delicate. 
My    correspondence    with    your     predecessor,    is 
iiiough  to   convince  you,  sir,  that  I  have  not  lefl  him 
.'Uorant  of  tlje  dangers  of  the  crisis  of  Europe,  and  itx 
lievitable  ettects  on  the  destiny  of  the  States  of  the 
American   Union.     Positive   and   multi|>lied   informa- 
kan  on   the    events   of  the  other  continent,  and  their 
I  robable  resijlts,  has  enabled  me  sometimes  to  reach  a 
,  'ower  who  bf'd  proclaimed  its  contempt  for  the  rights 
y  f  nations;  iand,  without  doubt,  the   Americans  were 
(  ic  people   ^Tjc   most  interested  in  the  success  of  that 
j  idilical  act;.     Then-   are,    however,    American    nier- 
,  tiants,  whoj  by  all  the  means  of  the   most  shameful 
eception,  l»ave  end/!avored   to   elude  the  measures  of 
'ranee,  an<5  to  second  the  eflorts  of  the  common  ene- 
,iy  to  escapl:  them,  »nd  have,  at  length,  by  their  mul- 
plied   and   proven    frauds,  provoked  the   more  severe 
lispositions  of   the   decree  of  Milan.     Thus,  not  only 
vefe  the  measures  of  France  justified  as  measures  of 
etaliation,   but   they   were  indispensable   to  free    the 
American  oimmercr   from  the  yoke  which  Great  Brit- 
in  had  plaoed  on  it ;  to  cause   to  be   respected,  in  fu- 
ire,  the   Aug  of  neutrals,  and  to  force   that  Power  to 
|^knowledg^:    the  common   right  of  nations,  and  the 
ominion  oi'  the  sens  ;   and  the  confiscation,  the  sale, 
nd  the  buuiing  of  some  American  merchant  vessels, 
.  .aring  fals^^   papers,  and   navigating,   in    contempt  of 
he  prohibitions  of  their  own  Government,  to  favor  the 
aemies   of  France,  have   been    legal    measures,  con- 
^irmable  to  the  right*  of  war,  and  which,  the  force  of 
:    rcumstanci/s,  and  the  interest  of  all,  imperiously  re- 
uired.     But    I   appeal    to    you,    sir,   the    Council    of 
'<V'a«hington;  of  which  you  were  then  also  a  member* 
lias  it  given    all   the    necessary  attention   to  the  repre- 
iutations  ntade  on  this  subject  by  M.  Champagny  to 
\[r.  Armstrong,  as  well  as  to  those  which  I  considered 
r  my  duty  t^  addrei>s  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ?     Has 
t  been  passiible    to   make   known  through  the  Uniteil 
Hates,  all  tV^e  advantages  which  the  American  people 
)Ught  to  fiitd  ill  the  accomplishment  of  the  designs  of 
'raQce ;  to  discuss   its  projects  in  the  calm  of  Impar- 


tiality ;  to  cause  the  voice  af  reason  and  of  principle 
to  be  heard,  when  the  declamations  of  error  or  of  bad 
faith,  when  the  influence  of  prepossessions  and  the 
clamors  of  party  spirit  preserved  their  empire  over  the 
public  opinion,  or,  rather,  received  a  new  force  from 
the  incertitude,  or  the  silence  of  the  [former]  ancient 
Executive  Council  ?  Thai  disposition,  almost  gene- 
ral, to  attribute  wrongs  to  France,  by  way  of  weaken- 
ing the  outrages  of  England  :  was  it  foreign  to  the 
Administratian  of  which  I  speak  ?  And  that  Admin- 
istration, has  it  always  been  willing  to  hear  mc,  while 
I  made  it  perceive  the  consequences  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Federal  Government,  in  regard  to  the  French 
Government  1  Was  this  Administration  well  con- 
vinced that  all  (iovernments  are  not  disposed  to  forget 
or  to  suffer  injuries  with  impunity  ? 

"  In  recalling  to  your  recollection,  sir,  the  wronga  of 
the  Federal  Government  towards  France,  I  only  men- 
tion notorious  acts  which  my  former  correspondence 
has  established,  observing  to  you,  at  the  same  time, 
that  I  understand,  according  to  their  class,  [je  com- 
prendu  dans  leur  cathegorie]  the  particular  otiencesof 
your  citizens  ;  for  every  Government  is  bound,  [est 
solidaixe]  in  regard  to  other  Powers,  for  the  acts  of  its 
subjects,  otherwise  it  would  not  be  a  Government,  and 
could  not  offer  either  security  or  guarantee  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  its  agreements. 

**  Complaints  were,  for  a  long  time,  made  to  the 
United  States  of  the  delays  which  some  American 
citizens  had  experienced  in  receiving  the  indemnities 
which  were  due  to  them,  and  of  which  the  reimburse- 
ment was  made  from  a  part  of  the  funds  destined  for 
the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  ;  but  the  affair  of  the 
heirs  of  Boaumarchais,  who  have  in  vain  claimed  for 
twenty -eight  years  a  debt  made  sacred  by  his  motives, 
proven  to  the  last  degree  of  evidence,  and  on  which 
the  declared  interest  of  the  French  Government  does 
not  admit  oi  a  put-off;  is  it  finished  ! 

"  Captain  Moucasat,  the  bearer  of  a  letter  of  marque, 

and  commandant   of  an    armed  schooner,  followed  an 

English  convoy,  and  was  on  the  point  of  taking  scve- 

,  ral  merchant  vessels,  when  two  American  armed  brigs, 

and  armed  to  protect  the  infamous  commerce  with  St. 

I  Domingo,  attacked   him    under  the   English  flag,  and 

I  not  only  added  treachery  to  superiority  of  force,  to  get 

{mssession  of  the  vessel  of  Mouessat,  but,  after  having 

I  pillaged  it,  tuassacred  a  part  of  the  crew  an  hour  after 

I  they  had   struck  ;  and  this  crime,  which   remains  un- 

,  punished,   is   so   much   the   less  forgotten  as  Captain 

!  Mouessat  never  let  go  [quitte]  his  flag.     But  it  would 

be  too  tedious  to  relate  to  you  all  the  particular  acts  in 

I  relation  solely  to  French  citizens  ;  it  will  be  sufficient 

j  for  me  to  say  to  you,  that  everywhere,  where  there  are 

i  Frenchmen,  (I  do  not  speak  of  the  small  number  who 

j  have    abjured    their  country,)  these   Frenchmen  will 

haTe  a  right  to  the  protection  of  the  Government,  and 

will  be  everywhere  assured  [assuree]  of  obtaining  in- 

I  demnity  for   the  damage  to  their  persons  or  to  their 

property. 

"  Th'-re  are  other  grievances,  yet  more  serious,  and 
from  which  France  has  a  right  to  believe  that  the 
United  States  has  a  project  of  giving  her  inquietude 
for  her  distant  possessions,  and  for  that  of  her  allies. 
This  has  reference  to  the  free  commerce  between  the 
Americans  and  the  revolted  blacks  of  St.  Domingo, 
the  affair  of  Miranda,  and  to  the  meditated  attacks  on 
the  Spaniards  on  the  Sabine ;  an  enterprise  which 
would  not  have  been  given  up.  but  for  the  necessity 
under  which  your  Government  found  itself  of  causing 
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its  troops  to  fall  back  to  guard  IS'ew  Orleans  against 
an  invasion  by  internal  enemies. 

"  I  was   far  from    thinking,  sir,  that   the  offence  of 
the  commerce  with  the  slaves  in    the  revolted  part  of 
St.  Domingo — Uie  law  of  the  embargo,  confirming  the 
prohibitory  law,  passed  by  Congress  in  1806.     I  could 
not  presume  that   the  embargo  would  be  raised,  and 
that  the  law  against  this  commerce  would  not  be  con- 
tinued.    What,   sir,  the   intercourse  is  prohibited  be- 
tween  the   United  States  and  all  the  dependencies  of 
the   Empire,  under  circumstances,  when  the  commer- 
cial relations  would  be  the  most  advantageous  to  the 
two  States,  and  you  tolerate  them  only  with  that  one 
of  our  possessions  where  we  have  the  greatest  interest 
to  proscribe  them  !  and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  it  is 
always  when  France  has  to  combat  new  coalitions,  on 
the  other  continent,  that  it  would  seem  that  efforts  are 
made   to   form   enterprises    against  its  possesions,   or 
those   of  its  allies,  in    this   one.     It  is   also  proper  to 
place   among   the   number  of  grievances,   with  which 
France  has   to  charge   the  I'nited  States,  the  want  of 
opposition,  or  rather  the  useless  opposition,  which  the 
Federal  Government  has  made  to  the  impressment  of 
its  sailors,  seized  in   contempt  of  its   tla^^  and  with  | 
whom    the   English   arm    their  vessels   against  us.     I  ' 
have  often,  sir,  and  often  in  vain,  protested  against  this  I 
outrage  of  Great    Britain   towards  your  Government,  i 
and   which    has  become  a  serious  injury  [offence]  on 
the  part  of  your  CJovernment,  towards   France.     You 
furnish  personal   aid   [secours  personnels]  to  our  ene-  ' 
mies.     What  could  you  do  more  if  you  were  at  war  | 
with  us  ?     Without  doubt,  it  will  not  escape  the  pres-  : 
ent  Executive,  that   an   amendment  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary  to  render  uniform   the   treatment   which  our 
sailors  and  soldiers  meet  with  in  this  country,  and  that 
which  your  sailors  and  soldiers  meet  with  in  France. 

•'  I  have   not  suffered   my  Court   to  be  ignorant  of 
the  abuses,  without   nurober,  and  extremely  prejudi- 
cial to  its  interests,  daily  resulting  from  a  want  of  po- 
lice in  the   United   Slates,  in    regard  to  this  affair.     I 
am  very  far,  sir,  from  charging  your  Government  with 
the  means,  the  most  shameful  of  seduction,  which  are  \ 
employed  to  seduce  our  sailors  and  our  soldiers  to  de-  i 
sert ;  but  has  it  done  all  that  it  ought  to  have  done  to 
prevent   it  ?   and    that    extreme    facility    with    which,  i 
when  they  wish  it,  [au  l)e8oin,]  men  drawn  off  from  | 
their   country    and    their    Sovereign,  are   naturalized. 
Does  it  accord  with  the  incontestable  right  of  Govern- 
ments to  recover,  even  without  demanding  them,theii  i 
subjects  whom  artifice   or   force   has  drawn  off  from  . 
their  service  '   and  France,  sir,  has  it  not  given  on  this  , 
subject,  as  on   many  others,  an  example  of  the  recip- 
rocal  respect    which   Governments  owe  to  each  other, 
and  which  they  observe  in   Europe  even  in   the  midst 
of  the  horrors  of  war  ?   And  have  I  not  already  warned  \ 
the  Executive  Council  to  put  an  end  to  these  abuses  ?  ' 
Have  1  not  warned  them   that    the   indemnity  due  for  i 
the  loss  of  the   French  ship  the   Impetuous,  burnt  by  I 
the  enemy  within  a  cable's  length  of  your  coast,  ought  ! 
to  be  decreed   [statuee]  and   paid  without  delay  ?   and  j 
the  subterfuges,  (permit   me   to   use  the  expression,  I 
know  no  other  to  convey  my  idea,)  and   the  subterfu- 
ges, I  say,  which  have  been  employed  to  delay  [ajour- 
ncr]  that   indemnity,   have   made    of  that   act   of  vio-  I 
lence,  on  the   part  of  our  enemies,  a  ilirect  offence  of  J 
the  United  States  against  France.     What  more  could 
you  do  ?      What  more  could  you  leave  undone,  sir,  if 
you  bad  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  our  enemies  ? 

"  You  will  find  it  convenient,  sir,  that  I  abridge  the 


:  enumeration  of  all  the  subjects  of  complaint  which  the 
Federal  Government  has  given  to  France  since  my 
residence  in  the  United  States,  and  that  I  refer  to  my 
correspondence  with  the  Department  of  State. 

'«  I  confine  myself  here  to  calling  the  attention,  and 
the  attention  the  most  serious,  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, to  another  grievance  of  the  most  serious  kind.  I 
know  not  what  could  more  sensibly  offend  [offenser] 
the  French  Empire. 

"  I  commence,  sir.  by  agreeing,  that  no  Govern- 
ment has  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  particular  or 
municipal  laws  of  other  countries,  because  it  is  sup- 
posed, with  reason,  that  every  Government  will  so  far 
respect  itself,  as  to  circumscribe  the  effect  of  these 
local  institutions,  and  to  stop  licentiousness,  which  the 
feebleness  of  laws  always  gives  birth  to.  and  the  di- 
gressions [les  ecarts]  of  which  may  offend  Foreign 
Powers.  Can  one  suppose  that  it  was  easy  to  avoid 
the  just  reproaches  of  Sovereigns  for  offences  of  this 
kind,  where  the  weakness  [la  vice]  of  the  institutions, 
and  the  want  of  action  or  of  power  in  the  depositaries 
of  political  authority,  render  useless  a  trial  of  the 
means  of  repression  ?  You  have  foreseen,  sir.  that  I 
am  about  to  address  you  on  the  indefinite  liberty  of 
saying  everything,  of  writing  everything,  and  of  print- 
ing everything.  . 

"  I  am  very  far  from  believing  that  the  excesses  of 
your  press  have  occupied,  for  an  instant,  the  thoughts 
of  the  Emperor  King,  my  master  ;  but.  as  it  respects 
this  subject,  [a  cet  egard]  I  am  here  as  the  organ  of 
the  whole  French  Empire ;  and  if  I  do  not  see,  with- 
out pain,  the  ravages  [ravages]  which  the  delirium  ol 
the  insolence  of  the  greater  part  of  your  periodical 
writers  occasions  among  yourselves,  you  will  judge 
that  1  do  not  hear  without  indignation  all  that  people 
p>ermil  themselves  to  say  or  to  write  against  France, 
her  institutions,  and  the  sacred  person  of  her  august 
representative. 

••  You  will  see,  sir,  that  on  this  subject,  as  on  all 
others,  the  redress  of  grievances  is  an  indispensable 
prerequisite  to  the  formation  of  a  new  treaty  between 
the  two  Powers.  y^ 

*'  It  was  sufficiently  painful  to  me  to  address  vou 

Ientretenir]  on  the  complaints-  of  France  against  the 
Jnited  States,  without  laying 'them  open  to  you  in  the 
form  of  an  oflTcial  note.  I  have  thought  that  a  simple 
letter,  the  tone  of  which  would  approach  nearer  to  that 
of  our  conference,  would  produce  the  same  effect  with 
you,  sir,  whose  liberal  principles  and  loyal  character 
are  known  to  me.  I  have  thought  you  would  be  afflict- 
ed, as  I  am,  at  the  obstacles  [intraves]  which  the  pre- 
ceding Administration  has  been  able  to  place  in  the 
way  of  a  hearty  reconciliation  [a  un  rapprochment  plus 
intime]  between  our  Governments,  and  which  their 
mutual  interest  renders  more  necessary  than  ever. 

"1  have  thought,  also,  that  I  could  even  on  a  sub- 
ject so  serious,  [grave]  and  without  deviating  from,  or 
with  propriety,  [sans  blamer  les  convenances]  adopt 
a  mode  of  communication  more  analogous  to  the  con- 
formity of  our  views  and  our  efforts  to  maintain  har- 
moiiy  between  France  and  the  United  States ;  and  have 
found  here,  too.  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to  offer 
to  your  sentiments  a  new  tribute  of  respect. 

*•  Receive,  sir,  the  homage  of  my  high  consideration. 

"TURREAU." 

And  whether,  if  such  letter  was,  transmitted  to  the 
Department  of  State,  the  same  has  been  withdrawn 
from  its  archives,  and  if  so,  when  and  how  the  same 
wu  withdrawn. 
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Mr.  PiTSJM  supported  this  mutioa  of  Mr.  Gas-  I  arising  from  articles  imprrsacd,  and  supplies  furnished 


T,  .N,  and  warmly  eijiiered  into  a  view  of  ibe  con- 
i«  icf  of  Govcrnmeoi  as  connected  with  the  con- 
\  otn  o(  thaL  letter,  which  he  considered  it  ini- 
]'  ;rtant  to  ve^rify  or  falsify. 
'  'The  question  on  Mr.  Gaston'.s  motion  to 
a'  lend  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and 
D  ys— for  the  araeadnoent  65,  against  it  %,  as 
f-  lows; 

Vkas — Messrs.  Bayhes,  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
\  .ginia,  Bi^'ciow,  iJoyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
fc  igtiani,  Caperlon,  Champion,  Chappeil,  CiUey, 
(  'jper.  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davia  of  .Mas^a- 
c|  lis^tts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Urosvenor, 
1|  lie.  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
In  linJ,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .Ma.-sachusetts, 
I,  w,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Modit,  Mont- 
g(  uery,  Mosdey,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
i\  ,t,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgeiy,  Rug- 
g«l>,  8cburen«an,  Shetfey,  Sherwood,  ShipherJ.  Smith 
New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturgcs, 
,'gart,  Tallinadge,   Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Mas- 

^busetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,   Wilson  of  Massachu- 
and  Winter. 

^N>Ts — .Mtstirs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
r,  Avery,    JJard,    liarnett    Beall,  Bowen,    Brown, 

jrweli,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,   Cheves,  Clark, 

■ipton,  Coiustock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
uch,  DaM-H  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles, 
I(^«ba,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  F^indley, 
i  M-k.  of  Vermont,  Flsk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
F  [vnklin,  Cihoison,  Gliisjjow,  Gourdin,  Grilhn,  Grundy, 
i(  ill.  Hams,  Hasbrruck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
pi^  eys,  Ingcritoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
J'  fnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  .Maryland, 
K  rr.  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
>!  L'oy,  McKee,  .McKim,  McLean,  .Moore,  .Murfree, 
N  Ison,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
K  'i  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring* 
g'll,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  SuiJth  of  Vyginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Tay- 
l(i  k    Telfair,    Troup,    Udree,    Ward   of    New    Jersey, 

hiiehill,  Wilson  of  Penn.,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Tne  qunsiion  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolution 
a  >;riginal|y  proposed,  by  Mr.  Roberts, and  passed 
ij|  the  affi;inative.  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Roberts  aod  Mr.  Moseley  were  ap- 
fJinted  a  tc/raniiitee  to  present  the  said  resuluiion 
tjllie  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  ra:ide.  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Vir- 
feiua.  that  the  Hou>e  do  reconsider  their  vote  on 
t|  ■•  passage  of  the  resolution  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
I    iBERTs;  on  which  the  House  adjourned. 


Thcrsoay,  January  13. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ulfiuished  business;  to  wit:  the  motion  of  Mr. 
J  OKSON,  of  Virginia,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
a  re^iing  to  the  resuiutiou  submitted  by  Mr.  Rob- 
i    ra;    whereupon,   Mr.  Jackso.n  withdrew  his 

.d  motion. 

Tne   following   lesolutiOQ   was   submitted    by 

r.  Beall:  : 

Rcsolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 

lO  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  adjusting 

J  satisfying  claims  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 


detachments  of  militia  ordered  into  public  service  by 
the  authority  of  the  said  Slate,  Irom  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  war. 

The  resolution  was  read.  and.  on  the  question 
that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  con.sider  the 
same,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Calhou.n.  after  observing  that,  as  the  Pres- 
ident had  informed  the  Hou>e  the  Russian  media- 
tion was  at  an  end,  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  calling  for  papers  r\?lalive  to  it.  offered  a  reso- 
lution to  the  following  effect: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
l>e  requested  to  lay  before  the  House  such  documents 
in  relation  to  the  Russian  mediation  as,  in  his  opution, 
it  may  not  be  inexpedient  to  communicate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem  con.,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  present  it  to  the  Pres- 
ident. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  ENLISTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trol'p.  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
following  bill  : 

A  bill  making  further  provision  for  filling  of  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  army,  encouraging  enlistments,  and 
authorizing  the  re-enlistments  for  longer  periods  of 
men  whose  terms  of  service  are  about  to  expire: 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives uf  the    L'nited  States  of  America,  in    ('undress 
assembled.  That,  in  order  to  complete  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment  to  the  full  number  authorized  by 
law,  with  the  greatest  possible  despatch,  there  shall  be 
paid  to  each  elfectivc,  able-l)odied    man,  in  lieu  of  the 
bounty   at    present    established   by   law,  who  shall  be 
duly  enlisted   into  the   service  of  the   United   States, 

after  the day  of next,  to  serve  for  the  term 

of  five  years,  or  during  the  war,  at  his  election,  a 
bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars;  twenty-five  dollars  to 
be  paid  on  the  enlistment  of  the  recruit ;  twenty-five 
dollars  when  he  shall  be  mustered  and  have  joined 
some  military  corps;  and  fifty  dollars  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  ot  service,  or  when  he  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  his  discharge,  and  shall  moreover  be  entitled  to 
the  bounty  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
as  heretofore  Cf-tablished  by  law. 

Sxc.  2.  That  every  non-commissioned  officer,  sol- 
dier, or  other  person,  who  shall  recruit  an  able-bodied 
man  for  the  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  for 
every  effective,  able-bodied  man,  recruited  by  him  after 

the day  of next,  for  the  term  of  five  years, 

or  during  the  war,  and  mustered,  and  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  the  sum  of  eight 
dollars ;  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  this  regulation, 
so  far  as  respects  the  age  of  the  recruit,  shall  not  ex- 
tend to  musicians,  or  to  those  soldiers  who  may  re- 
enlist  into  the  service. 

Skc.  3.  That  from  and  after  the day  of 1 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  monthly 
pay  of  the  noncommissioned  officers,  musicians,  pri- 
vates, drivers,  bombardiers,  matrosscs,  sappers,  miners, 
artificers,  saddlers,  farriers,  and  blacksmiths,  who  have 
enlisted,  or  .«hall  hereafter  enlist  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  their 
territories,  and  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  be  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  to  each  serjeant-major  and  quartermaster's 
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sergeant,  fourteen  dollars  ;  to  each  sergeant  and  prin- 
cipal musician,  thirteen  dollars ;  to  each  corporal, 
twelve  dollars;  to  each  musician,  eleven  dollars;  to 
each  private,  driver,  l:>ombar«.lier,  matross,  sapper,  and 
miner,  ten  dollars;  to  each  artificer,  saddler,  farrier, 
and  blacksmith,  not  attached  to  the  quartermaster  gen- 
eral's and  ordnance  departments,  fifteen  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  That  every  non-commissioned  officer,  musi- 
cian, and  private,  who  has  been  recruited  in  the  regu- 
lar army  of  the  United  States,  under  the  authority  of 
the  act  of  the  eighth  April,  1812,  entitled,  Ac,  may 
be  re-enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or  during  the 
war ;  and  that  every  non-commissioned  officer,  musi- 
cian, and  private,  recruited  under  authority  of  the  act 
of  twenty-ninth  January,  I8I3,  entitled,  <kc.,  may  be 
re-enlisted  for  five  years,  or  during  the  war. 

Skc.  5.  That  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  re-enlisted  under  the  authority  of 
the  preceding  section,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty 
allowed  by  this  act  to  recruits  for  five  years  or  for  the 
war. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  explained  at  length  the 
views  of  the  Military  Committee  in  reporting 
the  bill.  The  necessity  of  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of 
filling  the  ranks,  were  among  the  points  which 
he  enforced  most  strongly.  Among  the  various 
plans  offering  themselves  to  accomplish  this  lat- 
ter object,  the  committee  had  selected  a  system 
which  to  them  appeared  the  best,  but  which  was 
of  course  subject  to  the  judgment  of  the  House. 
He  took  occasion  to  observe,  that  though  the 
Military  Committee  had  received  information  of 
the  actual  state  and  strength  of  our  army,  it  did 
not  appear  proper  to  state  it  in  the  House,  as  pub- 
licity, by  informing  the  enemy  of  our  military 
strength,  would  prejudice  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Pearson,  of  North  Carolina,  recognised 
the  propriety  of  not  making  public  the  actual 
amount  of  our  military  force;  but,  deeming  it 
essential  to  be  informed  of  it,  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  rise,  in  order  to  have 
the  galleries  cleared,  that  the  gentleman  might 
communicate  the  information  he  possessed,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PiTKiN.  of  Connecticut,  supported  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Pearson,  from  a  desire  of  having 
that  information  before  the  House  which  he 
deemed  necessary  to  intelligent  legislation  on  the 
subject  before  them. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion 
on  the  ground  of  the  extreme  difficulty,  if  not 
impossibility,  of  keeping  secret  any  matters  tran- 
sacted within  closed  doors.  Whatever  the  re- 
duction of  numbers  in  our  army,  he  had  no  doubt 
it  had  been  equally  great  in  that  of  the  enemy, 
and  quoted  a  paper  in  his  hand  to  show  that  a 
single  regiment  of  the  enemy  had  been  reduced, 
in  the  last  campaign,  from  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred to  three  hundred  men. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  the  molioo 
for  the  rising  of  tne  Committee.  For  his  part 
he  had  no  objection  that  the  whole  nation  should 
know  the  actual  state  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Pearson's  motion  was  negatived,  57  only 
rising  in  the  affirmative. 

Utli  Con.  2d  Slss.— 30 


!  Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
I  manner  in  which  the  bounty  to  be  given  was  to 
1  be  divided  between  different  periods  of  payment, 
I  and  suggested  an  amendment,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject to  pay  a  greater  portion  of  the  bounty  in 
;  advance;  which  he  subsequently  withdrew  to 
I  make  room  for  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
j  Lowndes. 

I      Mr.  CoMSTOCK,  of  New  York,  expressed  his 
conviction   of  the  vital   necessity   of  a  vigorous 
I  prosecution  of  the  war.     True  economy,  he  be- 
lieved, dictated  the  offer  of  liberal  pecuniary  in- 
I  ducements   to  secure  the  necessary  enlistment?. 
j  He  was.  therefore,  in  favor  of  this  bill;  but  he 
j  was  not  able  to  discover  that  the  fifty  dollars,  to 
I  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service, 
would   not  offer  quite  as  great  an  inducement  to 
the    recruit  as  if  the  whole   amount   of  bounty 
were  given  him  on  his  entering  the  service. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  in  rising  to 
propose  a  change  in  the  species  of  inducement 
held  forth  to  enlistment,  entered  into  an  argu- 
ment to  show  that  a  present  bounty  would  in  all 
cases  be  found  to  possess  advantages  over  a  pros- 
pective one.  The  conversation  he  had  held  with 
every  military  man  to  whom  he  had  mentioned 
the  subject,  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that  an 
increase  of  pay  would  have  much  less  effect  in 
procuring  enlistments  than  a  comparatively  small 
amount  advanced  by  way  of  bounty.  He  pro- 
posed to  retain  the  pay  at  its  present  rate,  and 
increase  the  bounty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  dollars.  The  expenditure  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  the  war  lasted  only  one  year  longer, 
would  not  be  greater  than  as  proposed  by  the 
bill;  while,  if  it  continued  five  years,  it  would  be 
much  less,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  hold 
out  greater  inducements  to  enlistments.  This 
position  Mr.  L.  supported  by  a  variety  of  state- 
ments, and  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment 
to  the  bill,  going  to  attain  his  object,  which  was 
afterwards  modified  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Inoersoll.  of  Pennsylvania,  so  as  to  make  the 
whole  bounty  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dol- 
lars ;  fifty  on  enlistment,  fifty  on  joining  the  regi- 
ment, and  twenty-i'our  on  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  service. 

•Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  enforced 
the  propriety  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  his 
colleague,  which,  while  it  afforded  stronger  in- 
ducements to  every  class  of  the  community,  would 
be  less  oppressive  on  the  community  generally, 
because  it  would  require  less  expense  to  meet  it. 
An  increase  of  pay.  he  added,  generally  produced 
disorders  in  camp,  and  introduced  habits  of  licen- 
tiousness and  intemperance.  He  was,  therefore, 
averse  to  increasing  the  pay  as  proposed  by  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
As  to  the  objection  that  increased  pay  would  pro- 
duce increased  licentiousness  in  camp,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  increased  bounty,  as  proposed,  would 
be  much  more  likely  to  produce  that  effect. 

Mr.  Troup  conceived  it  not  very  material 
whether  the  proposed  amendment  took  place  or 
not;  but  it  ought  to  be  lakea  iuiu  coasideration, 
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estimatiDe  the  opinion  of  military  men.  that 

(Jescriptfon  of  p»'rsons  who  form  European 

ies.  and  armies  iii  general,  were  very  different 

fi#n    the  description   of  patriotic  soldiers   who 

-ht  be  ex|<€cted  to  compose  the  land  levies  of 

United  S«ate>-. 

fr.  Lowndes  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the 
r(  Jiark  of  Mr.  CoMitTOCK  ;  but  the  evil  he  had 
?ir^;)osed  was  insepatable  from  all  enlistments  on 
ich  a  bounty  mu?t  be  given.  An  additional 
ease  of  pay,  he  added,  must  be  extended  to 
tia  also;  and,  considering  the  great  number 
might  be  calleij  into  service,  this  would  be 
nr  'nconsiderable  objection. 

Ir.  L.'s  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas  85. 
he  blank  in  the  second  section  was,  on  mo- 
ti(A  of  Mr.  Troup,  .filled  with   the  first  day  of 
F(    ruary. 

Ir.  Webster  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  «ec- 
allowing  to  the  recruiting  otficer.  or  other 
on,  eight  dollars,  for  each  recruit,  the  words 
other  per$on." 
Ir.  King,  of  Mas.tachusetts.  spoke  in  an  ener- 

ftjjc  manner  agamjjt  this  provision  in   the  bill, 
ijdt'precatcd  the  injurious  effects  it  might  pro- 
e.    Merci^iiary  m<n,  he  said,  might  be  induced 
hi.i  premium  to  offer  their  sons  as  sacrifices 
he  altar  of  their  country  ;  and  even  an  army 
aves  mijjjht   be  thus  collected,  for  ausrht  we 
w.  from  places  where,  as  in  this  neighbor- 
J,  there  micht  be  as  many  slaves  as  freemen. 
.  said  Mr.  K.,  is  not  the  way  to  raise  an  army. 
ress  yourself  to  rhe  patriotism  of  the  people  ; 
vince  thetii   that  your  cause  is  just,  tiiat  the 
is  rightful,  and  rhey  will  dock  by  thousands 
our  .standard.     Until  then,  double,  triple  your 
(s — none  but  men  without  printMple  will  en- 
in    yuur  army.     It   had  been  said  that  these 
1  premiums  were    necessary    to    induce    the 
lers'  sons  to  join    the   Army.     So  then,  Mr. 
said,  it  seemed  that  these  inducements  were 
e  addressed  tu  those  who  pay  all  and  fight  all. 
5|iy  not  enlarge  thi-  bounty  so  as  to  make  it  an 
irJTjcement  to  gentlemen's  sons  also?    Why  are 
tl*  farmers  to  bear  all  the  burdens  of  the  cora- 
nijiiuy  ? 

Ir.  WrioUt,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  gen- 
an  just  s4i  down  appeared  to  think  that  farm- 
were  not  gentlemen.  Now,  said  Mr.  W..  in 
country  the  farmers  were  gentlemen  ;  and  he 
Id  be  glad  if  thf  gentleman  would  draw  the 
of  distinction  between  a  farmer  and  a  gen- 
n.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  a  •"  gentleman'' 
aSLilyzed.  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to  striking  out 
tilsf  words  in  the  bill  as  proposed.  When  every 
ei;rt  was  iNed  by  the  minority  to  defeat  the  re- 
calling seiTice,  tliere  ought  to  be  a  counter 
)jet  on  the  part  of  Government.  But  the  gen- 
nan  had  said,  that  with  all  their  inducement> 
Government  would  not  get  any  men  of  prin- 
le  to  enter  the  Aimy.  If  to  defend  your  coua- 
when  menaced  and  invaded  by  the  savage 
.lahawk  and  scalping  knife,  and  still  more 
aa:c  prompters  of  ihe  tawny  enemy,  be  a  dere- 
ioD  of  principle.  Mr.  W.  hoped  he  should  al- 
ys  be  found  wanting  of  such  principle.    In 
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this  Capitol,  dedicated  to  liberty,  acquired  by  the 
toils  of  the  Revolution,  should  such  abominable 
doctrines  be  heard,  so  contrary  to  its  principles? 
When  It  was  all-important  to  promote  the  re- 
cruiting service,  such  treasonable  sentiments  ought 
to  be  countervailed.  Mr.  W.  ad  verted  to  the  op- 
position which  had  been  made  to  the  lending 
money  to  the  Government,  and  to  the  recruiting 
service,  which  he  strongly  censured.  It  might 
be  a  love  of  country,  he  said,  which  had  given 
rise  to  the  predictions  which  had  been  heard  to- 
day, as  well  as  heretofore,  of  the  failure  of  loans ; 
but  was  not  a  love  of  the  Aiuerican  empire. 
Look  at  a  neighboring  State,  said  Mr.  W.,  and 
see  the  farmers  and  farmers'  sons  marching  in 
defence  of  their  country,  and  finally  capturing 
an  army  of  the  enemy  ?  Did  they  want  principle? 
They  were  farmers,  and  gentlemen,  too.  Mr.  W. 
defined  a  gentleman  to  be  a  man  who  did  not  eat 
idle  bread — who  engaged  in  arts  or  sciences,  cul- 
tivating the  soil,  or  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
Whilst  our  frontier  was  wrapped  in  tlames,  and 
females  flying  before  a  savage  enemy,  he  had 
never  expected  to  hear  it  said  in  this  House,  that 
It  was  an  unprincipled  thing  for  any  man  in  this 
country  to  become  a  soldier.  What  could  be 
more  discouraging  to  enlistments  than  to  be  told 
that  It  was  an  unprincipled  act  to  become  a 
soldier  ?  Mr.  W.  said,  if  he  were  on  a  jury  to 
try  a  man  for  dissuading  another  to  enlist,  he 
should  pronounce  lum  a  culprit  who  should  as- 
sert  that  a  man  violated  [iriuciple  by  enlisting. 

Mr.  Web.ster  said  he  was  actuated  by  no  ill 
will  to  the  bill  in  proposing  this  amendment.  He 
believed  it  unnece>sary,and  that  it  would  be  pro- 
ductive uf  much  inconvenience.  The  Army  be- 
ing part  of  tiie  country,  he  was  desirous  to  see 
every  man  who  joined  it  enter  it  freely  and  with- 
out the  use  of  unusual  means  to  induce  him 
thereto. 

Mr.  KiNc;  said  it  was  not  his  wish  to  impede 
the  recruiting  service,  or  throw  any  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  it.  Far  from  it.  A  responsibility,  a 
deep  responsibility,  certainly  rested  with  those 
who  commenced  the  war,  and  every  fair  and  hon- 
orable means  they  could  take  ought  to  be  allowed 
them  to  carry  on  their  war.  Gentlemen  are  ac- 
cused said  he.  of  departing  from  those  principles 
which  actuated  our  forefathers,  because  they  op- 
pose the  measures  now  proposed.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  who  have  in  fact  de- 
parted from  them?  Who  are  acting  over  again 
the  former  tyranny  of  the  British  Government 
against  this  people?  Who  are  cutting  off  our 
commerce,  and  depriving  us  of  our  accustomed 
modes  of  industry  and  supporting  our  families? 
Against  that  tyranny  we  did  defend  ourselves  in 
time  of  old,  and  we  shall  have  no  difficulty,  when 
attempted,  of  again  doing  the  same. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  .satis- 
faction at  finding  the  House  at  last  engaged  in 
the  important  business  of  the  session.  With  deep 
regret,  he  said,  he  h-'td  heard  and  was  compelled 
to  protest  against  the  doctrines  just  advanced. 
Are  we  to  be  tolii.  said  he.  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  are  now  acting  over  again  the 
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tyranny  we  experienced  in  former  days  from  the 
British  Government?  Is  this  the  deliberate  and 
honest  opinion  of  any  man  in  the  nation  ?  Can 
there  be  a  man  who  believes  the  conduct  of  this 
Government,  in  regard  to  the  destruction  of  com- 
merce, to  have  been  regulated  vwih  a  view  to  the 
destruction  of  commerce?  Who  does  not  know 
that  every  attempt  has  been  made  to  free  com- 
merce from  the  shackles  of  a  tyrannical  foreign 
Power  ?  No  man  who  honestly  sneaks  the  dic- 
tates of  his  heart  but  must  acknowledge  this  fact. 
There  have  been  instances  where,  to  preserve  a 
city,  it  has  been  necessary  to  tear  down  a  house — 
an  injury  to  an  individual  of  a  small  and  tempo- 
rary nature,  that  became  necessary  to  preserve  a 
whole  city  from  ruin.  A  necessary  stop  has  thus 
been  temporarily  put  to  commercial  transactions, 
not  for  the  purpose  ol  destroying  commerce,  cr 
injuring  that  important  interest,  but  for  preserv- 
ing the  commercial  rights  of  this  nation,  not  only 
for  the  present  but  for  future  ages.  And  are  we 
to  be  told,  sir,  that  our  object  is  to  destroy  com- 
merce ?  And  is  it  to  be  intimated,  that  the  same 
spirit  that  was  formerly  exercised  in  opposing 
the  tyranny  of  the  British  Government  is  now 
to  be  exercised  in  opposing  the  tyranny  of  this 
Congress  in  a  certain  part  of  the  itnion  ?  I  have 
heard  a  rumor,  that  a  spirit  of  rebellion  against 
the  laws  has  discovered  itself  in  a  certain  part  of 
the  country.  I  do  not  believe  it  ;  it  is  a  slander 
on  the  good  men  of  that  section  of  the  country. 
But  if  It  be  true  that  there  is  such  a  spirit  per- 
vading any  portion  of  the  country,  there  is  not 
a  district  of  it  but  has  a  physical  power  within 
itself  of  good  and  true  men  who  will  support  the 
Constitution,  the  constituted  authorities,  and  the 
laws  constitutionally  passed.  It  would  be  a  slan- 
der on  any  portion  of  the  country  to  express  a 
different  sentiment  in  elation  to  it.  Mr.  T.  pro- 
ceeded to  remark  on  the  amendment  under  con- 
sideration, and  replied  to  some  other  remarks  of 
Mr.  King,  particularly  on  the  difference  between 
them,  on  the  merit  of  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of 
one's  country,  &,c.  Mr.  T.  said,  for  the  purpose 
of  waging  a  decisive  war,  he.  for  one,  should  have 
no  objection  to  enlist  young  men  above  eighteen 
into  the  Army,  with  or  without  the  consent  of 
their  parents  or  guardians.  The  (juestion  of  car- 
rying on  the  war,  at  this  moment,  he  conceived 
to  be  different  from  the  question  of  originally  em- 
barking in  It;  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  an 
universal  sentiment  must  now  pervade  all  reHect- 
ing  minds  of  the  necessity  of  carrying  on  the 
war  till  an  honorable  peace  was  obtained. 

Mr.  King  explained  his  observation  respecting 
a  father's  mercenarily  offering  his  sons  on  the 
altar  of  his  country.  Such  conduct  would  be 
mercenary,  if  induced  by  the  temptation  held 
out  iQ  this  bill,  and  that  was  all  he  meant  by  the 
term  mercenary.  In  relation  to  the  general  sub- 
ject, as  to  the  necessity  of  the  war,  be  had  for- 
borne all  observation.  The  subject,  he  thanked 
God,  had  been  amply  discussed,  and  the  people 
well  understood  it.  The  necessity  of  continuing 
It  was  a  distinct  question,  which  he  was  ready  to 
discuss  on  a  proper  occasion.     As  to  the  miseries 


of  the  country,  the  conflagration  and  devastation 
of  the  frontier — to  whoio  are  the  defenceless  in- 
habitants of  that  frontier  indebted  for  these  ca- 
lamities? He  appealed  to  honorable  men  for 
the  answer.  It  is  to  the  Government,  said  he; 
for.  unprepared,  you  plunged  the  nation  into  a 
war,  from  the  disastrous  effects  of  which  you  can- 
not protect  your  citizens — and  on  your  own  head 
be  the  disgrace  and  the  responsibility. 

Mr.   FisK,  of  Vermont,  was  opposed    to  the 
amendment,  because  he  was  desirous,  by  all  the 
means  in    the    power  of  Congress,  to  interest  in 
all  ways  the  feelings  of  men  to  enlist  in  the  war. 
In  the  East,  said  he.  it  is  well  known  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  last  spoken,  that,  by  some  means 
or  other,  by  some  arts  or  other,  great  interest  has 
been  excited  against  the  recruiting  service.     No 
sooner  is  a  young  man  asked  to  enlist,  than  you 
will  see  ten  or  a  dozen   around    him  dissuading 
him  from  doing  so.     The  discouragement  is  the 
same  to  lending  money,  as  to  enlistment.  I  cannot 
say  whence  this  interest  arises;  but  I  believe,  if 
you  could  open  the  secret  archives  of  the  enemy, 
you  would  find  that  money  has  a  little  influence 
somewhere;  and  1  am  willing  it  shall  now  have 
the  same  influence  for  good   purposes  as  it  has 
had  for  bad  ones.     The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts says  the  war  is  unjust,  and  men  of  prin- 
ciple will  not  enli^t.  The  war  of  the  Revolution 
— was  that  unjust?     No,  sir;  and  yet,  just  and 
honorable  as  that  was.  were  not  the  old  Congress 
obliged  to  give  as  mucii  as  three  or  four  hundred 
dollars  bounty  to  recruits  for  three  years'  service  ? 
I  myself  have  known   men    who  received   four 
hundred  dollars  in   that  way  in  those  days.     It  is 
idle  to  ask  a  man  to  sacrifice  the  prime  of  his  life 
lor  nothing — it  is  as  patriotic  in  the  Government 
to  pay  him  well,  as   it  is  for  him  to  serve  his 
country.     The  things  we  have  heard  to-day  are 
not  new;  they  are  as  old  as   the  Revolutionary 
war.     Then    the   war  was  declared   unjust  and 
wicked — the  judgments  of  Heaven  were  invoked 
against  those  who  undertook  to  defend  it.     How 
is  it  now  ?     Much  the  same — the  war  is  wicked, 
unjust,  murderous.     What  were  then  the  causes 
of  the  war?     The  tyrannies  of  Britain.     What 
are  the  causes  of  the  present  war?     The  same. 
On  whom,  it  has  been  asked,  are  the  misery  and 
disaster  of  this  war  to  be  charged  ?     Sir,   I  will 
tell   you.     They  are  to  be  charged  to  those  who 
have  weakened  the  arms  of  their  country  ;  who 
have  divided   the  opinions  of  the   people  ;  who 
have  refused    to  defend  the  rights  of  their  coun- 
try.   If  that  American  feeling  had  prevailed  eve- 
rywhere which  ought  to  animate  the  bosoms  of 
every  man.  we  should   never  have  had  occasion 
to  go  to  war.    Look  at  history.    In  proportion  as 
she  found  encouragement.  Britain  has  had  her 
Henrys  going    through    the   country,    inquiring 
when,  by  whom,  and   how,  the  spirit  of  opposi- 
tion  is  cherished.     These   things  are  on  record, 
and  the  time  must  come  when  they  will  be  justly 
estimated.     But    for   the  Opposition,  we   should 
never  have  been  at  war.    And  what  is  its  object  ? 
what  is  the  secret  of  its  violence  ?    To  drive  those 
out  of  power  who  are  in — and  everything  tends 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Bcall,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  hitn  yes- 
terday, and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
WA-re  these  things  will  end  I  know  not,  unless  |  viding,  by  law.  for  the  adjusting  and  satisfying 
it  ^\n  one  thing.  |  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United   States,  arising 

Mr.  Troup  fxpresstd  his  astonishment  and  re- '  from  articles  impressed,  and  supplies  furnished 
gre»at  the  sejfi ti men ts  advanced  by  the  gentle- I  detachments  of  miliiia  ordered  into  public  service 
may;from  Ma5<sachusett5.     It  was  certainly  true,  i  by  the  authority  of  any  Stale  or  Territorial  Gov- 


to  Si^t  object.  The  loan  was  filled  in  spite  of 
ihJ^ipfKJsitior;  to  it,  though  at  a  higher  rate  than 
neiJ  ssary.  But  it  is  the  motives  and  measures  I 
ha*'  describ^'d,  which  have  created  the  blue 
lights ;  that  ii^ve  butchered  women  and  children, 
aoi^i^et  your  houses    in    flames  on  the   frontier. 


as  -r^ted  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  that, 
ia  t«'e  former  War,  when  the  British  laid  waste 
our^frontiers,  and,  in  another  quarter,  made  an 
advance  into  cfie  couniry.it  was  said  by  the  Tories 
Ilevolgfion,  ''these  calamities  were  brought 
Eou  by  yc'iurselves;"  that  the  war  in  which 
(ere   th^ti  engaged  was   an  unjust  war,  &c. 


ernmenl,  from  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksox,  of  Virginia. 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  it  be  not  required  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United   States  to  extend   the  jurisdiction  of 


to 


facts  viere  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  |  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates  to  cases  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law;  and,  also,  into  the  expediency 
of  such  exten»ion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherwood,  the  Committee 
upon  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  amount  of  fees  and  perquisites  of  the 
ofl!ice  of  District  Attorney  in  the  District  of  New 
York,  and  to  provide  by  law  for  proportioning 
the  emoluments  of  the  office  to  its  duties. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  transmiitinc:  an  account  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1813. 

THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  a 
revision  of  the  militia  system,  made  a  report  od 
the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  tour  of  militia 
duty  to  three  months;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  by  the  4lh  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  suppress  insurrections  and 
repel  invasions.  &c.,  passed  February  28,  1795,  the 
service  of  the  mililia  is  limited  to  a  term  not  exceeding 
three  months  in  any  one  year,  after  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  By  the  third  section  of  the  act 
to  authorize  a  detarhnicnt  from  the  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  passed  April  10,  1812,  the  militia  may  be 
compelled  to  serve  not  exceeding  six  months.  The 
last  mentioned  act  will  have  expired  at  the  end  of  two 


ry  by  {he  pen  of  a  gentleman  of  the  same 
pari4r  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  him- 
self^ Mr.  T.  went  on,  and  opposed  the  amend- 
men>4 

Mj.  PicKEJiirio  supported  the  amendment,  be- 
caual.  if  It  passed,  all  the  money  spent  under  it 
woi*l  be  money  thrown  away,  because  unneces- 
sariA  expended. 

l*;e  moti(«n  to  am»nd  was  negatived. 
QA  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  third  section 
wa'^iricken  out  altogtjiher. 

T^.e  Cominutee  rose  and  reported  this  bill  as 
arat^drd ;  ahd,  after  some  desultory  discussion, 
Vi'ral  am»:ndmenis  made  in  Committee  were 
ed  by  the  House,  by  yeas  and  nays. 
.  Webbter  renewed  his  former  motion, 
1  was  again  rejected. 

.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
II,  so  as  that,  if  killed  in  the  discharge  of 
his  ,*-.Jty.  the  money  due  to  a  recruit  at  the  expi- 
rati^  of  the  iierm  of  his  service,  should  be  paid 
immedi.|te  relative. —  Agreed  to. 
\t|-.  K.  took  occasion  to  observe,  that  he  had 
beenf  misunderstood  as;  to  his  ideas  of  the  relative 
'  sons  and  gentlemen.  In  re- 
tc'  our  y  lung  farmers  and  farmers'  sons. 
[hf>,  I  consider  them  as  much  superior  to 
are  frequently  called  gentlemen,  as  the  me- 
sun  is  tqthe  ba.sest  reptiles  that  bask  in  its 

further  amendment  being  offered,  tlie  bill 


wasSijrdered   to  be  engrossed  for  a  third   reading  I  years  from   its  passa^^e.     Thene   are  the  only  acta  in 


to-i^»)rrow. 


'   Friday,  January  14. 

A^  ntssagefiom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai,  ihe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for  the  relief 
of  l'  iiac  CUson;"  in  which  they  desire  the  coq- 
cun  ince  of  this  Housij'. 

O    motion  of  Mr.  McKim, 

h  jfJre(i,   That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


be 


juired  to  lay  before  this   House  a  digest  of 


Ari),  rican  mianufactures,  heretofore  ordered  to  be 
nia.  out  under  his  direction,  if  the  same  be  pre- 
parj  j,  and  to  report  the  progress  made  in  this 
woi  ;.  if  not  ready  for  delivery. 


force  to  authorize  calling  out  the  militia  into  actual 
■ervice.  When  such  call  is  made  under  the  act  of 
1796,  to  repel  either  actual  or  threatened  invasion,  the 
service  is  limited  to  the  tern,  contemplated  by  the  reso- 
lution. But,  in  case  a  detachment  is  required  for  more 
distant  service,  the  term  of  three  months  would  oftea 
be  inadequate  to  effect  any  valuable  purpose.  The 
committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  it  i«  inexpedient  to  limit  the  service 
of  the  militia  called  out  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  to  a  term  not  exceeding  three  months. 

COASTING  TRADE. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  submit 
some  resolutions,  on  a  subject  which  he  deemed 
ol  great  importance — he  meant  the  commerce  of 
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our  country,  if  that  could  indeed  be  deemed  im- 
portant now.  Whatever  the  impressions  of  this 
House  or  o(  the  Government  may  be  on  the  sub- 
ject of  commerce,  still  it  is  and  will  continue  to 
be  dear  to  a  great  majority  of  the  American  peo 
pie.  They  will  cling  to  the  wreck  of  it  while  a 
spar  or  the  flag  remains  above  the  water.  Even 
the  Navy  which  bears  that  flag  would  lose  its 
value  and  importance  if  we  had  no  commerce 
to  protect — and  that  Navy,  encircled  as  it  is  with 
glory,  it  was  impossible  to  call  to  recollection, 
without  emotions,  which  he  feelingly  described. 
It  was  important.  Mr.  K.  said,  that  we  should 
know  and  accurately  define  the  extent  of  our 
■Constitutional  powers  in  relation  to  commerce, 
in  every  point  of  view.  In  peace  we  look  to 
Commerce  for  the  whole  of  our  revenue  ;  in  war 
attempts  are  made  to  fight  our  enemy  through  its 
agency.  In  this  way,  and  by  your  restrictive 
measures,  said  he,  commerce  has  been  reduced 
from  Its  proud  elevation  to  a  pitiful  remnant  ;  and 
you  have  lately  passed  a  law  sweeping  that  rem- 
nant from  the  ocean  ;  and  all  this  has  been  done 
under  the  Constitutional  power  given  to  this  Gov- 
ernment for  regulating  commerce!  You  act 
like  bungling  mechanics,  in  whose  hands  delicate 
machines  are  intrusted — and  who  stop  their  mo- 
tion in  attempting  to  mend  them.  I  know  the 
plea  urged  is,  that  because  Congress  have  the 
power  to  declare  war.  and  to  raise  and  support 
armies,  they  have  a  right  to  oppress  commerce, 
by  way  of  making  it  an  instrument  of  war.  Mr. 
King's  idea  of  the  powers  of  Congress  was  this : 
that  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  was  a  co- 
ord mate  and  independent  branch  of  power,  equally 
with  other  powers  granted  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  never  could  for  a  moment  conceive, 
where  one  power  is  granted,  that  under  that  power 
another  independent  power  was  to  be  exercised. 
Besides,  Mr.  K.  said,  he  did  extremely  doubt  the 
efficacy  of  these  measures  regulating  commerce. 
The  Government  had  endeavored  to  make  the 
commerce  of  the  country  what  was  called  an  ef- 
ficient belligerent  weapon.  It  was  a  weajwu,  he 
said,  of  that  kind,  the  recoil  of  which  on  the  cit- 
izen was  Infinitely  more  destructive  than  the  pro- 
jectile force  on  the  enemy.  You  may  prevent  a 
few  of  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  from  being  sup 
plied  ;  but  you  arrest  or  cramp  the  industry  of 
thousands  of  our  own  citizens  by  the  measure, 
which  thus  becomes  infinitely  more  mischievous 
than  beneficial.  Besides,  said  he,  why  select  the 
commerce  of  your  own  country,  why  oppress 
your  merchants,  in  waging  your  restrictive  war 
on  the  enemy  7  The  answer  will  doubtless  be, 
that  through  their  means  he  may,  with  great  fa- 
•cilily,  receive  his  supplies.  But  why  not  at  once 
lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree  ?  Why  not  go 
to  the  fanner  and  tell  him  that  he  shall  not 
plough,  nor  sow,  nor  reap,  because  if  he  does  the 
enemy  may  be  supplied  by  the  product  of  his  in- 
dustry ?  Such  language  might  be  held  with  the 
same  propriety  to  the  farmer  as  that  they  now 
h>fd  to  the  merchant.  The  former  would  tell 
you  those  were  rights  which  he  received  by  a 
heavenly  charter:  that  so  long  as  the  earth  re- 


mained, seed  time  and  harvest  should  not  cease. 
Suppose  a  law  were  to  be  passed,  that  no  wagon 
should  travel  on  the  highway.  In  thirty  days 
he  believed  the  Capitol  would  be  surrounded  by 
ten  thousand  of  those  waguners,  who  would  en- 
deavor to  force  a  respect  for  their  rights.  Mr.  K. 
said,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  the  Congress  and 
Government  had  departed  from  those  principles 
which  were  dear  to  and  ciierished  by  our  ances- 
tors. He  would  recall  the  minds  of  members 
back  to  that  remote,  but  memorable  period,  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

[The  Speaker  here  called  upon  Mr.  King  to 
state  his  motion,  that  it  might  be  ascertained 
whether  his  remarks  were  strictly  applicable  to 
the  question  he  was  about  to  raise.] 

Mr.  King  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
He  had  nearly  finished  his  prefatory  remarks; 
and  had  only  intended  to  recall  the  recollection 
of  one  fact,  viz:  the  passage  of  what  was  called 
the  Boston  Port  Bill,  passed  sometime  in  1774, 
by  which  the  port  of  Boston  was  closed.  He 
merely  meant  to  have  compared  it  with  the  bill 
recently  passed  by  this  House,  by  which  all  the 
ports  of  the  United  Slates  were  closed.  And, 
with  this  remark,  he  offered  the  following  reso- 
lutions for  consideration: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Con- 
gress do  not  extend  to  the  suspension  or  interdiction 
of  the  coasting  trade  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
from  a  district  in  one  State  to  a  district  in  the  same 
State. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Con- 
gress do  not  extend  to  a  suspension  or  interdiction  of 
the  coasting  trade  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
from  a  district  in  one  State  to  a  district  in  the  same 
State,  or  an  adjoining  State  on  the  seacoast,  or  on  a 
navigable  river  :  Therefore, 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  repeal  fo  much  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  passed  on  the  17lh  day  of  December, 
.K.  D.  1813,88  suspends  or  interdicts  the  coasting  trade 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  from  a  district  in  one 
State  to  a  district  in  the  same  State,  or  an  adjoining 
St&ic  on  the  seacoast,  or  on  a  navigable  river. 

And  the  question  being  taken  that  the  House 
do  now  consider  the  said  resolutions,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  64,  nays  95,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts 
Bigclow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Capfcrton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpcper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Frankhn, 
Gaston,  (Jeddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hunger- 
ford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon, 
Markell,  .Miller,  Motiiit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  W  illiam 
Reed,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shef- 
fev,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Stuart,  Slurges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wood, 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer, Bard, 
Baniett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  But- 
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CalJwfll.  Calhoun,  Chappel.Cheves,  Clark,  Clop- 
XM.  ComsUK-k,  Cjjnanl,  Crawford,  Crcighton,  Crouch, 
iXvid  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
l!^vall,  Earl(.  Kpp*"*,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findlcy,  Fuk  of 
A^rmont,  FisL  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Ghol- 
K*,  Glasgow,  iJriffin.  Grundy,  Hail.  Harris,  Hanbrouck, 
iXwes.Hubbiird,  Humphreys,  Ingcrsoll,  Irwin,  Jackson 
oo  irginia*  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kil- 


The  bill  was  then  put  on  its  final  passage  ;  when 
Mr.  Webster  rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  offer 
myself  to  your  notice  on  this  quesnon.  I  hare 
changed  my  purpose  only  in  consequence  of  the 
course  which   the  debate   took  yesterday,  on  an 

N. rn.Kinpof  North  Carolma,Leflerts,Lownde8,Lyie,.*">^"^™^"'.P''''P°^^;i   by  me  to  one  of  the  subor- 
•'•1L•oy,McK-•e,  McKii!i,McLean,Montgomery,  Moore,    ^'"*'5.  provisions  of  this  bill.     The  observations 
irfree,  NHs,.n,  Newton.   Ormsbv.  Parker,   Pickens,     ^"  ^f^'Ch  that  occasion   gave    rise,  have   induced 
i;r,  Pleabairts.  Kea  of  Pennaylvania,  Khea  of  Ten-    nie  to  prefer  assigning   my   own   reasons  for  my 
»ee.  Rich,    RinggoW,    Roane,   Roberto,  Robertson,    own  vote,  rather  than  trust  to  the  justice  or  char- 
ge. Sevier.  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,     ilyof  the  lime*  to  assign  reasons  ior  me 


SijLlh  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannchill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
T  J  up,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
so^  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

^.ENCOURAGING  OF  ENLISTMENTS. 

'  ^'he  engrossed   bill,   encouraging  enlistments. 


A. 


was  read  a  thir'l  lime. 


1  llr.  Sheffey  offered  the  following  new  section 
by-way  of  rider  to  tiie  bill : 

*lnrf  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  troojw  which 
sbJil  be  enlisted  by  ▼irluc  of  this  act,  shall  be  limited, 
ujlt^  service,  tp  the  defence  of  the  territory  and  fron- 
\irii  of  the  United  States,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the 
P-.^<*ident  may  elect  and  determine. 

^fter  some  objections  on  the  question  of  order 
i-^o  the  admission  of  a  rider  to  a  bill,  being  con- 
trary 10  practice,  and  a  discussion  on  the  princi- 
pljof  the  proposed  rider,  the  question  on  its  pas- 
sage to  a  sif-cond  t'eading  was  decided  in  the 
nt^ative:  For  Mr.  Sheffey's  motion  54,  against 
It |l03,  as' follows : 

TikAS — Me»«rs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
B.^d,  Bradbury,  Bre<kenridge,  Brighara,  Caperton, 
CVy,  Coop«!r,  Cox,  Culpeper.  Davenport,  Davis  of 
(.hachusclts.  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  tJros- 
.ir.  Hale.  Hanson,  J acks^>n  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
icw  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovctt, 
^rkcll,  Milii-r,  .Motfit.  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
an, Post,  J'ottcr,  Viilliani  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles, 
b.^.ureman,  jS^helfcy,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of 
Nfv*'  York,  :*>tanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tall- 
jge,   Tbo  iipson,    Vose,    Ward    of    Massachusetts, 


The  design  of  this  bill  is  to  encourarre.  by  means 
of  a  very  extraordinary  bounty,  enlistments  into 
the  regular  army.  Laws  already  existing,  and 
other  bills  now  in  progress  before  the  House,  pro- 
vide for  the  organization  of  an  army  of  sixty- 
three  thousand  men.  For  the  purpose  of  filling 
the  ranks  of  that  army,  the  bill  before  us  proposes 
to  give  to  each  recruit  a  bounty  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dollars,  and  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land.  It  offers  also  a  premium 
of  eight  dollars  to  every  person,  in  or  out  of  the 
army,  citizen  or  soldier,  who  shall  procure  aa 
able-bodied  man  to  be  enlisted. 

Before,  sir,  I  can  determine  for  myself  whether 
so  great  a  military  force  should  be  raised,  and  at 
so  great  an  expense,  I  am  bound  to  inquire  into 
the  object  to  which  that  force  is  to  be  applied. 
If  the  public  exigency  shall  in  my  judgment  de- 
mand it;  if  any  object  connected  with  the  pro- 
lection  of  the  country,  and  the  safety  of  its  citi- 
zens, shall  require  it;  and  if  I  shall  see  reasonable 
ground  to  believe  that  the  force,  when  raised,  will 
be  applied  to  meet  that  exigency,  and  yield  that 
protection,  I  shall  not  be  restrained  by  any  con- 
siderations of  exf)ense  from  giving  my  support  to 
the  measure.  I  am  aware  that  the  country  needs 
defence,  and  I  am  anxious  that  defence  should  be 
provided  for  it  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  in  the 
promptest  manner.  But  what  is  the  object  of  this 
bill?  To  what  service  is  this  army  destined, 
when  its  ranks  shall  be  filled?     We  are  told,  sir, 


vSbVter,  W.Se'aion,  Wilcox,  and  Wilaon  of  Ma*8a-  '  l'»at  the  frontier  is  invaded,  and  that  troops  are 

ct]|tiettf-  I  wanted  to  repel  that  invasion.     It  is  too  true  that 

s—Mtssrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch-  |  the  frontier  is  invaded— that  the  war,  with  all  its 

radley.  Brown,  horrors,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  is  brought 
appell.Cheves,  within  our  own  territories — and  that  the  in- 
rawford,  Creigh-  '  habitants  near  the  country  of  the  enemy  are  com- 
awson,  Denoy-  pelled  to  fly,  lighted  by  the  fires  of  their  own 
eC**,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  '  houses,  or  stay  and  meet  the  foe,  unprotected  by 
Ff.dl^y.  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth  Frank-  '  j,ny  gdequate'aid  of  Government.  But  show  me 
"  '(JhoUon. ''laagow.  Gourdin,  Grithn,  Grundy,  Hall, 
rris,  Hftsbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
iigerfonj,  IngersoU.  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
uiion  of   V  irginia,  Kennedy,    Kent    of   Maryland, 


, r,    Kemhsw,  Kilbourn,  Kmg  of  North  Carolina, 
ferts,  lAJwndes.  Lyle,  Macon.  McCoy,  McKee,  Mc- 


that  by  any  vote  of  mine,  or  any  effort  of  mine, 
lean  contribute  to  the  relief  of  such  distress; 
show  me  that  the  purpose  of  Government,  in  this 
measure,  is  to  provide  defence  for   the  frontiers. 

.^x,,,  ...^-»^^, ^  **'*''  ^  ^^  "°  evidence  of  any  such  intention.    I 

,   McLean,  Monigomerv,  Moore, IvelUnrNe^wton,  j  ^^"^  "O  assurance  that  this  army  will  be  applied 

niibv,    Parker,    Pirkens,   Piper,  Pleasant*.    Rea  of    '«  ^^Y  such   object.     There  are.  aa  was  said   by 

inaylvania,  Rhea  of  Tenneiwee,  Rich,  Richardson,  '  ™y  honorable  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gros- 

4ggold,  Roane,  Roberta,  Robertson,   Sage,  Sevier,  |  ^ENOR.)  strong  reasons  to  infer  the  contrary,  from 

,bert,    Shiirp,    Sktnner,    Smith   of   Pennsylvania,  I  the  fact  that  the  forces  hitherto  raised  have  not 

1,1th  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 

roup,  Udrce,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wil- 

ti  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 


been  so  applied,  in  any  suitable  or  sufficient  pro- 
portion. Tiie  defence  of  our  own  territory  seems 
hitherto  to  have  been  regarded  as  an  object  of 
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secondary  importance — a  duty  of  a  lower  order 
than  the  invasion  of  the  enemy.  The  army  raised 
last  year  was  competent  to  defend  the  frontier. 
To  that  purpose  Government  did  not  see  fit  to 
apply  It.  It  was  not  competent,  as  the  event 
proved,  to  invade  with  success  the  provinces  of 
the  enemy.  To  that  purpose,  however,  it  was 
applied.  The  substantial  benefit  which  might 
have  been  obtained,  and  ought  to  have  been  ob- 
tained, was  sacrificed  to  a  scheme  of  conquest,  in 
my  opinion  a  wild  one.  commenced  without 
means,  prosecuted  without  plan  or  concert,  and 
ending  in  disgrace.  Nor  is  it  the  inland  frontier 
only  that  has  been  left  defenceless.  The  seacoasr 
has  been,  in  many  places,  wholly  exposed.  Give 
me  leave  to  slate  one  instance:  the  mouth  of  one 
of  the  larg«'St  rivers  in  the  eastern  section  of  the 
Union  IS  defended  by  a  fort  mounting  fourteen 
guns  ;  this  fort,  for  a  great  part  of  the  last  season, 
was  holden  by  one  man  and  one  boy  only.  I  state 
the  fact  on  the  authority  of  an  honorable  gentle- 
man of  this  House.  Other  ca>es.  almost  etjuallv 
tiagrant,  are  known  to  have  existed,  in  some  of 
uiiich  interests  of  a  peculiar  character  and  great 
magnitude  have  been  at  stake.  W^ith  this  know- 
ledge of  the  past.  I  must  have  evidence  of  some 
change  in  the  purposes  of  the  Administration  be- 
fore 1  can  vote  for  this  bill,  under  an  expectation 
that  protection  will  thereby  be  afforded  to  either 
irontier  of  the  Union.  Of  such  change  there  is 
no  intimation.  On  the  contrary,  gentlemen  tell 
us  explicitly  that  the  acquisition  of  Canada  is 
still  deemed  to  be  an  essential  object,  and  the  vote 
of  the  House  within  the  last  half  hour  has  put 
the  matter  beyond  doubt.  An  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shefpey)  has  proposed 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  limiting  the  service  of 
ihe  troops  to  be  raised  by  its  provisions,  to  objects 
of  defence.  To  the  bill  thus  amended  he  offered 
his  support,  and  would  have  been  clieerfully  fol- 
lowed by  his  frifuds.  The  amendment  was  re- 
jected. It  is  certain,  therefore,  that  the  real  ob- 
ject of  this  proposition  to  increase  the  military 
force  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  by  extraordina- 
ry roeaos,  is  to  act  over  again  the  scenes  of  the 
two  last  campaigns.  To  that  object  I  cannot 
lend  my  support — I  am  already  satisfied  with  the 
exhibition.  Give  me  leave  to  say.  sir,  that  the 
lone  on  the  subject  of  the  conquest  of  Canada 
seems  to  be  not  a  little  changed. 

Before  the  war.  that  conquest  was  represented 
to  be  quite  an  ea^y  affair.  The  valiant  spirits 
who  meditated  it  were  only  fearful  lest  it  should 
be  loo  easy  to  be  glorious.  They  had  no  appre- 
hension, except  that  resistance  would  not  be  so 
powerful  as  to  render  the  victory  splendid.  These 
confideni  expectations  were,  however,  accompa- 
nied with  a  commendable  spirit  of  moderation^ 
the  true  mark  of  great  minds,  and  it  was  gravely 
said  that  we  ought  not  to  make  too  large  a  grasp 
for  dominion,  but  to  stop  in  our  march  of  con- 
quest northward,  somewhere  about  the  line  of 
perpetual  congelation,  and  leave  to  our  enemies 
or  others  the  re>idue  of  the  continent  to  the  pole. 

How  happens  it,  sir.  that  this  country,  so  easy 
of  actiuisition.  and  over  which,  according  to  the 


r. 


rophecies,  we  were  to  have  been  by  this  time 
egislating,  dividing  it  into  States  and  Te^rilo- 
ries.  is  not  yet  ours?  Nay,  sir.  how  happens  it 
that  we  are  not  even  free  of  invasion  ourselves; 
but  gentlemen  here  call  on  u?.  by  all  the  motives 
of  patriotism,  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  our  own 
soil,  and  portray  before  us  the  state  of  the  fron- 
tier, by  frequent  and  animated  allusion  to  all  those 
topics  which  the  modes  of  Indian  warfare  usually 
suggest  ? 

This,  sir,  is  not  what  we  were  promised.  This 
is  not  the  entertainment  to  which  we  were  in- 
vited. This  is  no  fulfilment  of  those  predictions 
which  it  was  deemed  obstinacy  itself  not  to  be- 
lieve. This  is  not  the  harvest  of  greatness  and 
glory,  the  seeds  of  which  were  supposed  to  be 
sown  with  the  declaration  of  war. 

When  we  ask.  sir,  for  the  causes  of  these  dis- 
appointments, we  are  told  that  they  are  owing  to 
ibe  opposition  which  the  war  encounters  in  this 
House  and  among  the  people.  All  the  evils  which 
afflict  tlie  country  are  imputed  to  Opposition. 
This  is  the  fashionable  doctrine,  both  here  and 
elsewhere.  It  is  said  to  be  owing  to  opposition 
that  war  became  necessary  ;  and  owing  to  oppo- 
sition, aho,  that  It  has  been  prosecuted  with  no 
better  success. 

This.  sir.  is  no  new  strain.  It  has  been  sung  a 
thousand  times;  it  is  the  constant  tune  of  every 
weak  or  wicked  Administration.  What  Minister 
ever  yet  acknowledged  that  the  evils  which  fell 
on  his  country  were  the  necessary  consequences 
of  his  own  incapacity,  his  own  folly,  or  his  own 
corruption?  What  possessor  of  political  power 
ever  yet  failed  to  charge  the  mischiefs  resulting 
from  his  own  measures,  upon  those  who  had  uni- 
formly opposed  those  measures?  The  people  of 
the  United  States  may  well  remember  the  ad- 
ministration of  Lord  North.  He  lost  America  to 
his  country.  Yet  he  could  find  pretences  of 
throwing  the  odium  upon  his  opponents.  He 
could  throw  it  upon  those  who  had  forewarned 
him  of  the  consequences  from  the  first,  and  who 
had  opposed  him,  at  every  stage  of  his  disastrous 
policy,  with  all  the  force  of  truth,  and  reason,  and 
talent.  It  was  not  his  own  weakness,  his  own 
ambition,  his  own  love  of  arbitrary  power,  which 
disaffected  the  Colonies.  It  was  not  the  Tea  act, 
the  Stamp  act.  or  the  Boston  Port  bill,  that  sev- 
ered the  em[)ire  of  Great  Britain.  Oh.no!  It  was 
owing  to  no  fault  of  Administration  ;  it  was  the 
work  of  opposition.  It  was  the  impertinent  bold- 
ness of  Chatham  ;  the  idle  declamation  of  Fox ; 
and  the  unseasonable  sarcasm  of  Barrel  These 
men.  and  men  like  them,  would  not  join  the  Min- 
ister in  his  American  war.  They  would  nolgive 
the  name  and  character  of  wisdom  to  that  which 
they  believed  to  be  the  extreme  of  folly.  They 
would  not  pronounce  those  measures  just  and 
honorable,  which  their  principles  led  them  to  de- 
test. They  declared  the  Minister's  war  to  be 
wanton.  They  foresaw  its  end,  and  pointed  it 
out  plainly  both  to  the  Minister  and  to  the  coun- 
try. He  pronounced  the  Opposition  to  be  selfish 
and  factious;  he  persisted  in  his  course,  and  the 
result  is  in  history. 
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[This  example  ofiMinisterial  justice  seems  to  ! 
\%ve  become  a  mcnJel  for  these  times,  and  this 
<  •  untry.  iV'iih  slig;ht  shades  of  difference,  owing 
«»idifferent  deo^rees:of  talent  and  ability,  the  imi- 
•ion  is  sufficiently  exact.  It  requires  little  im- 
fination  to  fancy  tjoe's  self  sometimes  to  be  list- 
ii\g  to  a  recitation  of  the  captivating  orations 
?the  occupaniy  of  Lord  North's  Treasury  bench. 
pe  are  told  that  oi4r  opposition  has  divided  the 
(*ivernmer;t.  and  duvided  the  country.  Remem- 
t-v.  sir.  the  state  of  the  Government  and  of  the  , 
cjjintry  wiien  war  was  declared.  Did  not  differ-  ' 
e»-e  of  opinion  ther,  exist  7  Do  we  not  know  that  ! 
tfts  House  was  divinJed?  Do  we  not  know  that 
other  House  wais  still  more  divided?  Does 
every  man,  to  whom  the  public  documents 
accessible,  know,  that  in  that  House  one  sin-  : 
vote,  having  been  given  otherwise  than  it  was, 
vjuld  have  rejected  the  act  declaring  war,  and 
aApted  a  d  afferent  c()urse  of  measures  ?  A  paren- 
guardian  Government,  would  have  regarded 
t  state  &i"  things,  h  would  have  weighed  such 
sideratiins ;  it  would  have  inquired  coolly 
I  dispassionately  into  the  state  of  public  opinion 
^  he  States  of  this  Confederacy  ;  it  would  have 
1(  f  iced  espftcially  to  those  States  most  concerned 
ii^iheprofe';sed  objects  of  the  war,  and  whose  in- 
t^ests  weje  to  be  most  deeply  affected  by  it. 
^•"•cti  a  Go-ernmenl.  knowing  that  its  strength 
sisted  ic  the  uni^n  of  opinion  among  the  peo- 
would  i'lave  iak<rn  no  step  of  such  importance 
ihout  that  union  ;  nor  would  it  have  mir.taken  j 
re  party  feeling  for  national  sentiment.  I 

jThat  ocirasion,  sir,  railed  for  a  liberal  view  of 
jrngs.  Not  only  the  degree  of  union  in  thesen- 
(fients  of  the  peopl<e,  but  the  nature  and  structure 
'the  Government ;  the  general  habits  and  pur- 
^isof  thecommuiiily ;  the  probable  consequen- 
of  the  war,  immtjdiate  and  remote,  on  our  civil 
^titutioos  ;  the  effect  of  a  vast  military  patro- 
tge  ;  the  /ariety  of  important  local  interests  and 
iects; — these  were  considerations  essentially 
jonging  to  the  subject.  It  was  not  enough  that 
ivernmeoi  could  make  out  its  cause  of  war 
paper,  *nd  gel  (he  better  of  England  in  the 
;^uuient.  This  waa  requisite,  but  not  all  that 
iis  requisite.  The  question  of  war  or  peace,  in  . 
|j;ountry  like  this,  is  not  to  be  compressed  into 
compass  that  would  befit  a  small  litigation. 
IS  not  to  be  made  to  turn  upon  a  pin.  Inca- 
jble  in  its  nature  of  being  decided  upon  techni- 
|l  rules,  if  is  unfit  to  be  discussed  in  the  manner 
lich  usu.illy  appertains  to  the  forensic  habit. 
I  J>hould  be  regarded  as  a  great  question,  not  only 
right,  but  also  of  prudence  and  expediency. 
[Masons  of  a  general  nature,  considerations  which 
back  to  "ihe  origin  of  our  institutions,  and  other 
|aii(Jerati;->ns  which  look  forward  to  our  hopeful 
^Jogress  iq  future  times,  all  belong,  in  their  just 
jToportion;'  and  gradations,  to  a  question,  in  the 
<?  ^termination  of  which  the  happiness  of  the  pres- 
(i  'I  and  of  future  generations  may  be  so  much 
n  incerned. 

■  1  have  heard  no  satisfactory  vindication  of  the 
>i  ar  on  grounds  like  those.  They  appear  not  to 
i  ATe  suited   the  temper  of  that   time.     Utterly 


astonished  at  the  declaration  of  war,  I  have  been 
surprised  at  nothing  since.  Unless  all  history 
deceived  me,  I  saw  how  it  would  be  prosecuted 
when  I  saw  how  it  was  begun.  There  is  in  the 
natureof  thingsan  unchangeable  relation  between 
rash  counsels  and  feeble  execution. 

It  was  not,  sir.  the  minority  that  brought  on 
the  war.  Look  to  your  records  from  the  date  of 
the  embargo  in  1807.  to  June  1812.  Everything 
that  men  could  do,  they  did,  to  stay  your  course. 
When  at  last  they  could  effect  no  more,  they 
urged  you  to  delay  your  measures.  They  entreated 
you  to  give  yet  a  little  time  for  deliberation,  and 
to  wait  for  favorable  events.  As  if  inspired  for 
the  purpose  of  arresting  your  progress,  they  laid 
before  you  the  consequences  of  your  measures, 
just  as  we  have  seen  them  since  lake  place.  They 
predicted  to  you  their  effects  on  public  opinion. 
They  told  you  that,  instead  of  healing,  they  would 
inflame  political  dissensions.  They  pointed  out 
to  you  also  what  would  and  what  must  happen 
on  the  frontier.  That  which  since  has  happened 
there,  is  but  their  prediction  turned  into  history. 
Vain  is  the  hope  then  of  escaping  just  retribution, 
by  imputing  to  the  minority  of  the  Government, 
or  to  t lie  opposition  among  the  people,  the  disasters 
of  these  times.  Vain  is  the  attempt  to  impose 
thus  on  the  common  sense  of  mankind.  The 
world  has  had  too  much  experience  of  ministerial 
shifts  and  evasions.  It  has  learned  to  judge  of 
men  by  their  actions,  and  of  measures  by  their 
consequences. 

If  the  purpose  be,  by  casting  these  implications 
upon  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  to  check  their  freedom  of  inquiry, 
discussion,  and  debate,  such  purpose  is  also  inca- 
pable of  being  executed.  That  opposition  is  Con- 
stitutional and  legal.  It  is  also  conscientious.  It 
rests  in  settled  and  sober  conviction,  that  such 
policy  is  destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  dangerous  to  the  being  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  experience  of  every  day  confirms 
these  sentiments.  Men  who  act  from  such  mo- 
tives are  not  to  be  discouraged  by  trifling  obsta- 
cles nor  awed  by  any  dangers.  They  know  the 
limit  of  Coiisiitutional    opposition — up    to  that 

,  limit,  at  their  own  discretion  will  they  walk,  and 
walk  fearlessly.  If  they  should  find,  in  the  his- 
tory of  their  country,  a  precedent  for  going  over, 
I  trust  they  wilt    not  follow  it.     They  are  not  of 

;  a  school,  in  which  insurrection  is  taught  as  a 
virtue.  They  will  not  seek  promotion  through 
the  paths  of  sedition,  nor  qualify  themselves  to 
serve  their  country  in  any  of  the  high  depart- 
ments of  its  Government,  by  making  rebellion  the 
first  element  in  their  political  science. 

Important  as  I  deem  it  to  discuss,  on  all  proper 
occasions,  the  policy  of  the  measures  at  present 
pur.>ued,  it  is  still  more  important  to  maintain 
the  right  of  such  discussion,  in  its  full  and  just 
extent.  Sentiments  lately  sprung  up.  and  now 
growing  fashionable,  make  it  necessary  to  be  ex- 

'  plicit  on  this  point.  The  more  I  perceive  a  dis- 
position to  check  the  freedom  of  inquiry  by  ex- 

,  travagant    and    unconstitutional     pretences,  the 

i  firmer  shall  be  the  tone,  in  which  I  shall  assert, 
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and  the  freer  the  manner  in  which  I  shall  exer- 
cise it.  It  is  the  ancient  and  undoubted  prero- 
gative of  this  people  to  canvass  public  measures 
and  the  merits  of  public  men.  It  is  a  "  homebred 
right,"  a  fireside  privilege.  It  has  ever  been  en- 
joyed in  every  house,  cottage,  and  cabin,  in  the 
nation.  It  is  not  to  be  drawn  into  controversy. 
It  is  as  undoubted  as  the  right  of  breathing  the 
air,  or  walking  on  the  earth.  Belonging  to  pri- 
vate life  as  a  right,  it  belongs  to  public  life  as  a 
duty  ;  and  it  is  the  last  duty,  which  those  whose 
representative  I  am,  shall  find  me  to  abandon. 
Aiming  at  all  times  to  be  courteous  and  tempe- 
rate in  its  use,  except  when  the  right  itself  shall 
be  questioned.  1  shall  then  carry  it  to  its  extent.  I 
shall  then  place  myself  on  the  extreme  boundary 
of  my  right,  and  bid  defiance  to  any  arm  that 
would  move  me  from  my  ground.  This  high 
Constitutional  privilege  1  shall  defend  and  exer- 
cise within  this  House,  and  without  this  House, 
and  in  all  places:  in  time  of  war,  in  time  of  jieace, 
and  at  all  times.  Living  1  shall  assert  it,  dying  I 
shall  assert  it;  and,  should  I  leave  no  other  in- 
heritance to  my  children,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
I  will  still  leave  them  the  inheritance  of  free 
principles,  and  the  example  of  a  manly,  indepen- 
dent, and  Constitutional  defence  of  them. 

Whoever,  sir,  would  discover  the  causes  which 
have  produced  the  present  state  of  things,  must 
look  for  them  not  m  the  efforts  of  opposition,  but 
in  the  nature  of  the  war,  in  which  we  are  enga- 
ged, and    ill   the  manner  in  which   its  prolessed 
objects  have  been  attempted  to  be  obtained.  Q,uite 
too  small  a  portion  of  public  opinion  was  in  lavor 
of  the  war.   to  justify   it,  originally.     A    much 
smaller  portion  is  in  favor  of  the  mode  in  which 
it  has  been  conducted.     This  is  the  radical  infir- 
mity.    Public   opinion,  strong  and   uaited.  is  not 
with    you,  io   your   Canada    project.     Whether 
it  ought  to  be,  or  ought  not  to  be.  the  fact  that  it 
is  not,  should  by  this  time  be  evident  to  all  ;  and 
it  is   the  business  of  practical  statesmen,  to  act 
upon  the  state  of  things^  as  it  is,  and  not  to  be  al- 
ways attempting   to  prove  what  it  ought  to   be. 
The  acquisition  of  that  country  is  not  an  object 
generally  desired  by  the  people.     Some  gentle- 
men indeed  say  it  is  not  their  ulliuuite  object;  and 
that  they  wish  it  only  as  the  means  ot  effecting 
other   purposes.     But,  sir,  a   large  portion  of  the 
people  believe  that  a  desire  for  the  conquest  and 
final  retention  of  Canada  is  the  main  spring  of 
public    measures.     Nor    is    the   opinion    without 
ground.     It  has  been  distinctly  avowed   by  pub- 
lic men,  in  a  public  manner.     And  if  this  be  not 
the  object,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  the  connexion   be- 
tween your  means  and  ends.     At  least  that  por- 
tion of  the  people,  that  is  not  in  the  habit  of  re- 
fining far,  cannot  see  it.     You  are,  you  say.  at 
war   lor   maritime   rights,  and    free   trade.     But 
thev  see  you  lock    up  your  commerce  and    aban- 
don the  ocean.     They  see  you  invade  au  interior 
province  of  the  euemy.     They  see  you  involve 
yourselves  in  a  bloody  war  with  the  native  sava- 
ges;  and   they   ask  yuu,  if  you  have,  in  truth,  a 
maritime  controversy  with  the  Western  Indians, 
and  are  really  contending  for  sailors'  rights  with 


the  tribes  of  the  Prophet  ?  In  ray  judgment,  the 
popular  sentiment,  in  this  case,  corresponds  with 
the  soundest  political  discretion.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  you  are  no.t  only  not  able  to  travel  in  the 
road  you  have  taken,  but.  if  you  were,  it  would 
not  conduct    you  to  your  object. 

I  am  aware,  sir.  that  both  the  professed  objects 
of  the  war,  and  the  manner  of  prosecuting  it,  may 
receive  the  nominal   approbation  of  a  great   ma- 
jority   of  those    who    constitute    the    prevailing 
party.     But  I  know  also  how  extremely  fallacious 
any  inference  from  that  circumstance  would  be, 
in  favor  of  the  real  popularity  of  the  measure. 
In  limes  like   these,  a  great  measure  of  a  preva- 
lent party  becomes  incorporated  with   the  party 
interest.     To  quarrel  with  the  measure  would  be 
to  abandon  the  party.    Party  considerations,  there- 
fore, induce  an  acquiescence  in  that  on  which  the 
late  of  party  is  supposed  to  depend.     Gentlemen, 
sir.  fall  into  strange  inconsistencies  on  this  sub- 
ject.    They  tell  us  that  the  war  is  popular;  that 
the    invasion  of  Canada   is   popular,  auJ    that  it 
would  have  succeeded  before  this  time,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  force  of  opposition.     Sir,  what  gires 
force  to  opposition  in  this  country?     Certainly 
nothing  but  the  popularity  of  the  cause  of  oppo- 
sition, and  the  numbers  who  espouse  it.     Upon 
this  argument,  then,  in  what  an  unprecedented  con- 
dition are  the  people  of  these  Stales  I     We  have 
on  our  hands  a  most  popular  war;  we  have  also 
a  most  popular  opposition  to  that  war.     We  can- 
not push  the  measure,  the  opposition  is  so  popu- 
lar.    We  cannot  retract  it,  the  measure  itself  is 
so    popular.     We   can    neither  go   forward,  nor 
backward.    We  are  at  the  very  centre  of  gravity — 
the  point  of  perpetual  rest. 

The  truth   is,  sir.  that  party  support  is  not  the 
kind  of  support  necessary  to  sustain  the  country 
through  a  long,  expensive,  and  bloody  contest; 
and  this  should  have  been  considered   before  the 
war  was  declared.     The  cause,  to  be  successful, 
must  be  upheld  by  other  sentiments,  and  higher 
motives.     It  must  draw  to  itself  the  sober  appro- 
bation of  the  great  mass  of  the  people.     It  must 
enlist,  not  their  temporary  or  party  feelings,  but 
their  steady  patriotism,  and  their  constant  zeal. 
Unlike   the   old   nations  of  Europe,  there  are  m 
this  country  no   dregs  of  population,  fit  only  to 
supply   the   constant  waste  of  war,  and  out  of 
which  an  army  can    be  raised,  for  hire,  at  any 
lime,  and  for  any  purpose.     Armies  of  any  mag- 
nitude can  here  be  nothing  but  the  people  era- 
bodied — and  if  the  object  be  one  for  which   the 
people  will  not  embody,  there  can  be  no  armies. 
It  is.  I  think,  too  plain  to  be  doubted,  that  the 
conquest  of  Canada  is  such  an  object.     They  do 
not  feel  the  impulse  of  adequate   motive.     Not 
unmin  Iful  of  military  distinction,  they  are   yet 
not  sanguine  of  laurels  in   this  conquest.     The 
harvest,   thus  far,  they   perceive    has    not    been 
great.     The  prospect  of  the  luture  is  no  greater. 
Nor  are  they  altogether  reconciled  lo  the  princi- 
ple of  this  invasion.     Canada,  they  know,  is  not 
to  be  conquered,  but  by  drenching  its  soil  in  the 
blood  of  Its  inhabitants.     They   have  no   thirst 
for  that  blood.     The  borderers,  on  the  line,  con- 
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nected  by  blood  and  marriage,  and  all  the  lies  of  I  result  disgraces  us?  Who  does  not  see  in  what 
social  life,  have  no  disposition  to  bear  arms  '  estimation  our  martial  prowess  must  be  by  this 
against  oce  another.  Merciless  indeed  has  been  ^  time  holden  by  the  enemy  and  by  the  world? 
the  late  of  some  of  these  people.  I  understand  ■  Administration  has  made  its  master  effort  to  sub- 
it  lo  be  a  fact,  ih^t  in  some  of  the  affairs,  which  due  a  province,  three  thousand  miles  removed 
w«  call  battles,  because  we  have  had  nothing  '  from  the  mother  country  ;  scarcely  equal  in  nat- 
*lse  to  give  the  .name  to.  brother  has  been  in  ural  strenirth  to  the  least  of  the  Stales  of  this 
Urins  against  brother.     The  bosom  of  the  parent  j  confederacy,  and   defended   by  external  aid    to  a 


^bis  been  .exposed  to  the  bayonet  of  his  own  son. 
fSir,  I  hof.or  the  people  that  shrink  from  a  war- 
iiarelikt/ this.  I  aptplaud  their  sentiments  and  their 
feelings.  They  a-'e  such  as  religion  and  human- 
:^  ty  diciAte.  and  such  as  none  but  cannibals  would 
lATish  to  eradicate  from  the  human  heart 


limited  extent.  It  has  persisted  two  campaigns, 
and  it  has  failed.  Let  the  responsibility  rest 
where  it  ought.  The  world  will  not  ascribe  the 
issue  to  want  of  spirit  or  patriotism  in  the  Amer- 
ican people.  The  possession  of  those  qualities, 
in  high  and  honorable  degrees,  they  have   here- 


,      You  have  not  succeeded  in  dividing  the  people  I  tofore' illustriously  evinced^  and  spread  out  proof 

i  it  the  Provinces  from  their  Government.    Your    on   the   record  of  their  Revolution.     They  will 

,  ;omraan^crs  tell  you   that  they  are   universally  i  be   still    true    to   their  character,  in  any   cause 

.  :iostile  10   your  cause.     It  js  not,  therefore,  to  \  which  they  feel  to  be  their  own.     In  all  causes 

\  jiake  war  on   their  Government,  it   is   to  make  '  they  will  defend  themselves.     The  enemy,  as  we 

^  ^ar,  herct-.  cruel,  bloody  war  on  the  people  them-  <  have  seen,  can  make  no  permanent  stand  in  any 

selves,  thpt  you  cull  to   your  standard   the  yeo-  ■  populous  part  of  the  country.     Its  cii.zens  will 

•^lanry  ot-ihe  Northern  Stales.     The  experience  '  drive  back  his   forces  to  the  line.     But  at   that 

A   the  two  campaigns  should  have  taught  you,    line,  at  the  point  where  defence  ceases  and  inva- 

aat  theyiwill  not  obey  that  call.     Government  i  sion  begins,  they  stop.     They  do  not  pass  it.  be- 

,as  put  lU.elf  in  every  posture.     It  has  used  sup-    cau-,e  they  do  not  choose  to  pass  it.     Offering  no 

licaiionwnd  enireaiy;  it  has  also  menaced,  and    serious  obstacle   to  their  actual   power    it  r'ises 

t  still  m«|oaces  compulsion.     All  is  in  vain.     It  ,  like  a  Chinese  wall,  against  their  sentiments  and 

aonot  lotiger  conceal  iis  weakness  on  this  point,    their  feelings. 

.ook  toti^e  bill  belore  you.  Does  not  that  speak  i  It  is  natural,  sir,  such  being  ray  opinion,  oa 
langua;ie  exceeuing  everything  I  have  said  ?  i  the  present  state  of  things,  thafi  should  be  asked 
L  ou  last  jvear  gave  a  bounty  of  sixteen  dollars,  '  what,  in  my  judgment,  ought  to  be  done.  In  the 
nd  now  i)ropose  ir)  give  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  '  first  place,  then.  1  answer,  withdraw  your  invad- 
nd  twenty-lour  (k)llars,  and  you  say  you  have  ing  armies  and  follow  counsels  which  the  na- 
f,o  hope  c^  obtaining  men  at  a  lower  rate.  This  I  tional  sentiment  will  support.  In  the  next  place, 
■  sufficieetto  con-vince  me.  it  will  be  sufficient  I  abandon  the  system  of  commercial  restriction! 
)  conviEjce  the  naeiuy  and   the   whole  world,  |  That  system   is  equally  ruinous  to   the  interests' 


ourselve»  only  excepted,  what  progress  your 
auada  war  is  making  in  the  affections  of  the 
eople.   ,  1 

It  IS  tci  no  want  «f  natural  resources,  or  natural 

.rength  .in  the  country,  that  failures  can   be  at- 

ibuied.     The  Northern  States  alone  are  able  to 

/errun  Canada  in  thirty  days,  armed  or  unarm- 

J,  in  any  cause  which  should   propel    them    by 

iducemetits  sufficiently   powerlul.     Recur,  sir, 

history;    As  early  as   1745,  the  New  England 

olonies  Raised   ar,  array  of  five  thousand   raen, 

id  look  ^ouisburg  from   the   troops  of  France. 

In  what  j)oint  of  the  enemy's  territory,  let   me 

k,  have  Vou  brought  an  equal  force  lo  bear  in 

,.ae  wholevourse  oi  two  campaigns  ?   On  another 

'rcasion.  more  thsin    half  a  century  ago.  Massa- 

liusetts  arlone,  although  its  population   did  not 

tceed   oi^e-ihird  of  iis  present  amount,  had  an 

[ray  of  t^^elve  thousand  men.     Of  these,  seven 

iousand  ;were    at   one    time   employed   against 

lanada.    JA  strong  motive  was  then  felt  to  ex- 

Witli  equal  Exertion    that  Commonwealth 

jiuld  now. furnish  5n  army  of  forty  thousand  men. 

You  have  prosecuted  this  invasion  for  two  cam- 


aud  obnoxious  to  the  feelings  of  whole  sections 
and   whole  States.     They  believe   you  have  no 
Constitutional  right   to  establish  such    systeras. 
They  protest  to  you  that  such  is  not,  and    never 
was.  their  understanding  of  your  powers.     They 
are  sincere  in   this  opinion,  and  it  is  of  infinite 
moment,  that   you  duly  respect  that  opinion,  al- 
though you  may  deem  it  to  be  erroneous.    These 
people,  sir,  resisted    Great   Britain,  biptrtise   her 
Minister,  under  pretence  of  regulating  trade,  at- 
tempted to  put  his  hand  into  their  pockets  and 
lake  their  money.     There  is  that,  sir.  which  ihey 
then   valued,  and   which    they   still    value,   more 
than  money.     That  pretence  of  regulating  trade 
they  believed  to  be  a  mere  cover  for  tyran^uy  and 
oppression.     The  present   embargo,   which   does 
not   vex.  and   harass,  and  embarra'^s  their  com- 
merce, but  annihilates  it,  is  also  laid  by  color  of 
a  power  to  regulate  trade.     For  if  it   be  not  laid 
by  virtue  of  this  power,  it  is  laid  by  virtue  of  no 
power.     It  is  not   wonderful,  sir.  if  ihis  should 
be  viewed  by  them  as  a  state  of  things,  not  con- 
templated   when   they  came   into    ihe   national 
compact, 
iigns.    Ttiey  hav^  cost  you  vastly  more,  upon  ihe        Let  me  suppose,  sir.  that  when  the  convention 
eiage,  taan  the  qampaigns  ol  the  Revolution-    of  one  of  the  commercial  Stales,  Massachusetts 
fy  war.     The  project  has  already  cost  the  Amer-    for  example,  was  deliberating  on  the  adoption  of 
m  people  nearly  half  as  much  as  ihe  whole  i  this  Constitution,  some  person,  lo  whose  opening 
ice  paid  lor   independence.     The   result  is  be-  ,  vision  the  future  had  been  disposed,  had  appeared 
kre  us.     Who  do«s  not  see  and  feel  that  l^is  |  araonT  them. 
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He  would  have  seen  there  the  patriots  who 
rocked  the  cradle  of  liberty  in  America.  He 
would  have  seen  there  statesmen  and  warriors, 
who  had  borne  no  dishonorable  parts  in  the  coun- 
cils of  their  country,  and  on  her  fields  of  battle. 
He  would  have  found  these  men  recommending 
the  adoption  of  this  instrument  to  a  people,  full 
of  ihe  feeling  of  independence,  and  naturally  jeal- 
ous of  all  Governments  but  their  own.  And  he 
would  have  found  that  the  leading,  the  principal, 
and  the  finally  prevalent  argument,  was  the  pro- 
tection and  extension  of  commerce. 

Now.  suppose,  sir,  that  this  person,  having  the 
knowledge  of  future  times,  had  told  them  :  '•  This 

•  instrument,  to  which  you  now  commit  your 
'  fates,  shall  for  a  time  not  deceive  your  hopes. 
'  Administered  and  practised  as  you  now  under- 
'  stand  it,  it  shall  enable  you  to  carry  your  favor- 

•  ite  pursuits  to  an  unprecedented  extent.  The 
'  increase  of  your  numbers,  of  your  wealth,  and 
'  of  your  general  prosperity,  shall  exceed  your 
'  expectations.  But,  other  times  shall  arrive — 
'  other  counsels  shall  prevail.  In  the  midst  of 
'  this  extension  and  growth  of  commerce  and 
'  prosperity,  an  embargo,  severe  and  universal. 
'  shall  he  laid  upon  you  for  eighteen  months.  This 

•  shall  be  succeeded  by  non-importations,  reslric- 
'  lions,  and  embarrassments,  of  every  description. 

•  War  with  the  most  powerful  maritime  nation 
-  on  earth  shall  follow.  This  war  shall  be  de- 
'  clared  professedly  for  your  benefit,  and  the  pro- 

•  lection  of  your  interest.  It  shall  be  declared, 
'  nevertheless, o^ain*^  your  urgent  remonstrance: 
'  your  voice  shall  be  heard,  but  it  shall  be  heard 
^  only  to  be  disregarded.     It  shall  be  a  war  for 

•  sailors'  rights,  against  the  sentiments  of  those  to 

•  whom  eight-tenths  of  the  seamen  of  the  coun- 

•  try  belong.  It  shall  be  a  war  for  maritime  rights, 
'  forced  upon  ikose  who  are  alone  interested  in 
'  such  concerns.     It  shall  be  brought  upon  you  by 

•  those  lo  whom  seamen  and  commerce  shall  be 
'  alike  unknown — who  shall  never  have  heard 
'  the  surges  of  the  sea — and  into  whose  minds  the 

•  idea  of  a  ship  shall  never  have  entered  through 

•  the  eye,  till  ihey  shall  come  from  beyond  the 

•  Western  hills  to  take  the  protection  of  your  mar- 

•  itime  rights  and  the  guardianship  of  your  ccra- 
'  mercial  interests  into  their  skilful  and  experi- 
'  enced  hands.  Bringing  the  enemy  to  tlie  block- 
'  ade  of  your  ports,  itiey  shall  leave  your  Aroasis 
'  lo  be  undefended,  or  defended  by  yourselves. 
'  Mindful  of  what  may  yet  remain  of  your  com- 
'  merce,  they  shall  visit  you  wiih  another  embar- 

•  go — they  shall  cut  off  your  intercourse  of  every 
'  description  with  foreign  nations.   This  not  only  ; 

•  they   shall   cut    off  your    intercourse    of  every 

•  description  by  water  with  your  sister  States. 
'  This  not  only  ;  they  shall  seize  your  accustomed 

•  commerce  in  every  limb,  nerve,  and  fibre,  and 

•  hold  it  as  in  the  jaws  of  death  :" 

I  now  put  it  to  you.  sir.  whether,  if  this  prac- 
tical administration  of  the  Constitution  bad 
been  laid  before  them,  they  would  have  ratified 
It?  I  ask  you.  if  the  hand  of  Hancock  him- 
self would  not  sooner  have  committed  it  to  the 
tlames  ?     If  then,  sir,  they  did  not  believe,  and 


from  the  terms  of  the  instrument  had  no  reason 
to  believe,  that  it  conferred  such  powers  ou  the 
Government,  then,  I  say.  the  present  course  of  its 
administration  is  not  consistent  with  its  spirit  and 
meaning. 

Let  any  man  examine  our  history,  and  he  will 
find  that  the  Constitution  of  the  country  owes  its 
existence  to  the  commerce  of  the  country.     Let 
him  inquire  of  those  who  are  old  enough  to  re- 
meraber,  and  they  will  tell  it  lo  him.    The  idea  of 
such  a  compact,  as  is  well  known,  was  first  un- 
folded in  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  different 
Stales,  holden  for  the  purpose  of  making  some 
voluntary  agreements  respecting  trade,  and  estab- 
lishing a  common  tariff.     I  see  near  me  an  hon- 
orable and  venerable  gentleman    (Mr.  Schcre- 
.MAN,  of  New  Jersey)  wiio  bore  a  part  in  the  de- 
liberations of  that  Assembly,  and  who  put  his 
hand  to  the  first  recommendation  ever  addressed 
to  the  people  of  these  Slates,  by  any  body  of  men. 
to  form  a  National  Constitution.     He  will  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  my  remark.     He  will  tell  you  the 
motives  which  actuated  him  and  his  associates, 
as  well  as  the  whole  country,  at  that  time.     The 
faith  of  this  nation  is  pledged  lo  its  comm«rce. 
forraally  and  solemnly.    I  call  upon  you  to  redeem 
that  pledge,  not  by  sacrificing,  while  you  profess 
to  regard  it.  but  by   unshackling  il  and   protect- 
ing It  and  fostering  it.  according  lo  your  ability, 
and  the  reasonable  expectations  of  those  who  have 
committed  it  to  the  care  of  Government.     In  the 
commerce  of  the  country  the  Constitution  had  its 
growth;  in  the  extinction  of  that  commerce  it 
will  find  its  grave.     I  use  not  the  tone  of  intimi- 
dation or  menace,  but  I  forewarn  you  of  conse- 
quences.   Let  it  be  remembered,  that  in  my  place, 
this  day.  and  in  the  discharge  of  my  public  duty, 
I  conjure  you  to  alter  your  course.     I  urge  to  you 
the  language  of  entreaty.     I  beseech  you,  by  the 
best  hopes  of  your  country's  prosperity — by  your 
regard  for  the  preservation  of  her  Government 
and  her  Union — by  your  own  ambition,  as  honor- 
able men,  of  leading  hereafter  in  the  councils  of 
a  great  and  growing  Empire — 1  conjure  you  by 
every  motive  which  can  be  addressed  to  the  mind, 
that  you  abandon  your  system  of  restrictions — 
that  you   abandon    it  at  once,   and  abandon   it 
forever. 

The  humble  aid,  which  it  would  be  in  my 
power  to  render  to  measures  of  Government, 
shall  be  given  cheerfully,  if  Government  will 
pursue  measures  which  I  can  conscientiously  sup- 
port. Badly  a.s  I  think  of  the  original  grounds  of 
the  war.  as  well  as  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  hitherto  conducted,  if  even  now.  failing 
in  an  honest  and  sincere  attempt  lo  procure  just 
and  honorable  peace,  it  will  return  lo  measures 
of  defence  and  protection,  such  as  reason,  and 
common  sense,  and  the  public  opinion  all  call  for, 
my  vote  shall  not  be  withholden  from  the  means. 
Give  up  your  futile  projects  of  invasion.  Ex- 
tinguish the  fires  that  blaze  on  your  inland  fron- 
tiers. Establish  perfect  safety  and  defence  there, 
by  adequate  force.  Lei  every  man  that  sleeps 
on  your  soil,  sleep  in  security.  Stop  the  blood 
that  flows  from  the  veins  of  unarmed  yeomanry 
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d   woman  and    children.     Gire  to  the  living  ' 
Ine  10  bu(y  and  lajment  their  dead,  in  the  quiet- 
•ss  of  private  sorrow.     Having   performed  this 
'ork  of  bi'neficence  and   mercy  on  your  inland 
birder,  luri,  and  look  with  the  eye  of  justice  and 
(^  ;rapassipi)   on  yowr  vast  population   along  the 
o  ast.     Ucfclench  the  iron  grasp  of  your  embargo. 
''  ike  measures  for  that  end  before  another  sun 
t:  's  upon  you.     With  all  the  war  of  the  enemy  j 
(   ;  your  commerce,  if  you  would  cease  to  war  on  i 
i     yourse|ve?,  you  would  still  have  some  com- 
II  ^rce.     Tiiat  commerce  would  give  you  some 
r;  ?enue.  ,  tApp'y  ihat  revenue  to  the  augmenta-  ' 
I*  n  of  yuifr  navy.     That  navy,  in  turn,  will  pro- 
t^ct  your  commerce.     Let  it  no  longer   be  said  | 
tl  at  not  or^e  ship  of  force,  built  by  your  hands  j 
s  \ct  the  vfar.  yet  Aoats  upon  the  ocean.     Turn 
t   e  current  of  your  effort-*  into  the  channel  which 
I.  itional  «tintiment".  has  already  worn  broad  and  ; 
<!;  ep  to  receive  it.  '.  A  naval  force,  competent  to 
<1  fend  you?  coast  against  considerable  armaments, 
ti     convoy'  your    ttade,   and    perhaps    raise    the 
lJ|)ckade   of  your  rivers,   is   not  a  chimera.     It 
ri|.iy  be  realized,     tf,  then,  the  war  must  be  con- 
laiued,  go  10  the  ocean.     If  you  are  seriously  ' 
cintending  for  marilinie  rights,  go  to  the  theatre  ' 
^lere  al&|ne  those  rights  can  he  defended.  Thither 
elery    indication    of  your    fortune    points    you.  I 
'Mtiere   th<'  united    wishes   and   exertions   of  the  j 
MEtion  win  go  with  you.     Even  our  party  divis-  t 
ijis,  acriaiooious  as  they  are,  cease  at  the  water's  j 
vS^e.     Tiiry  are  lost  in   attachment  to  national 
character  en  the  element  where  that  character  is 
mide  respectable.     In  protecting  naval  interests 
naval   i;ieans,  you  will   arm  your.selves  with 
whole  flower  of  national  sentiment,  and  may  | 
imantf  the  wholie  abundance  of  the  national  ■ 
Sources.     In  lime  you  may  enable  yourselves  j 
Iredress  injuries,  in  the  place  where  they  may  ■ 
offered.  *nd,  if  need   be,  to  accompany  your 
,n  flag  <hroughout  the  world,  with  the  protec- 
■  n  of  VQur  own  cannon. 
When  Mr.  Webster  had  taken  his  seat — 

Ir.  1.NGEK30LL  rose  and  addressed  the  House 
ffollows : 

llr.  Speaker,  I  regret  that   there  should  be  a  ; 
.•easily   for  any    tneraber  on   this  side  of  the  ' 
luse  to  dcfiy  some  of  the  positions  assumed  by  I 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire.  I 
(^.r.  Web-STER.)  w&o  has  just  taken  his  seat ;  and  i 
iJhre  especially  regret  that  the  taskshould  devolve 
u«jn  me,  a»  I  think  it  does,  in  justice  to  my  con- 
siJuents,  <o  contradict  more  particularly  his  po- 
si  !ons  with'respect  to  the  popularity  of  the  con- j 
q   dst  of  Canada.      He    has  totally    denied   the  ' 
pj  'valenrp  of  such  a  sentiment,  denounced  the' 
p    >ject  as  odious  and  impracticable  in  the  pres-  , 
ei      -state  of  public  feeling,  and.  while  he  recog- 1 
n    ed  the  facility  of  the  conquest,  he  nevertheless 
p;  ^phesied  a  continued  abortion  to  the  American 
Bf  >is  in  e^ery  such  attempt.     Sir,  meeting  his  as- 
st    lions,  as  I  do.  without  previous  consideration, , 
iiAiust  be  expected  that  my  answer  will  be  desul- 1 
Vmy  and  iiii;omplelei     The  gentleman  from  New 
I*'mpshit)e  appirtlrsito  have  taken  the  floor  with 
a. < argument,  the  fruit  of  some  study  of  his  sub- 


ject;  and  it  is  due  to  candor  to  premise  that  he  has 
argued  his  case  honorably  as  well  as  elaborately  ; 
wiih  propriety,  as  well  as  ability.  I  can  assure 
hira.  in  the  first  place,  that  whatever  may  be  the 
temper  of  the  community  in  that  Stale  which 
he  in  part  represents;  that,  however  impolitic, 
immoral,  or  impossible  they  may  consider  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  the  popular  feeling  is  very 
different  in  that  portion  of  the  country  which 
sends  me  to  this  House — a  portion  undoubtedly 
as  populous,  as  enlightened,  and  as  patriotic  as 
the  immediate  section  of  that  gentleman's  resi- 
dence ;  I  will  not  presume  to  say,  sir.  more  popu- 
lous, more  enlightened,  or  more  patriotic.  The 
delays,  disasters,  and  disgrace  our  arms  have  sus- 
tained in  the  endeavor  to  invade  the  Canadian 
provinces  we  do  not  consider,  in  Pennsylvania, 
as  rea>-ons  for  abandoning  the  attempt.  We  do 
not  account  our  misfortunes  irremediable.  We 
do  not  see  in  these  diflicultif^  attending  the 
American  military  apprenticeship  the  evidences 
discovered  by  that  gentleman  of  indelible  nalioa- 
al  discredit,  nor  motives  for  closing  with  any 
terms  thai  may  be  offered  of  peace;  but.  on  the 
contrary,  we  hold  them  to  be  calamitous  proofs 
of  an  ignorance  of  the  art  of  war.  which  it  is 
high  time  to  overcome,  and  most  powerful  in- 
citements to  perseverance  and  fortitude  iq  hostil- 
ities. As  a  separate  cause  of  war,  independent 
of  all  others,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  what  the 
popular  sentiment  may  be  with  regard  to  the 
invasion  and  contjuest  of  Canada;  but,  as  an  in- 
strument for  waging  it  effectually,  and  as  a  desi- 
rable acquisition  in  the  course  of  its  prosecution, 
most  certainly  we  do  look  upon  those  British  prov- 
inces in  our  neighborhood  as  all-important  in  the 
account.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  but  that  Can- 
ada will  generally,  hereafter,  be  as  well  defended 
as  it  has  been  in  the  present  contest,  nor  can  it  any 
more  be  drawn  into  question  that  our  efforts  to 
possess  ourselves  of  these  territories  will  iovari- 
ably  be  as  unfortunate  and  disgraceful  as  they 
have  been,  unless  we  persist  long  enough  to  op- 
pose discipline  to  discipline  ;  otherwise,  we  may 
postpone  the  conquest  to  the  next  generation, 
who  may  try  it.  as  we  have  done ;  fail  as  we  have 
done  ;  and  hand  it  over  to  a  third  descent :  always 
expensive,  always  sanguinary,  always  mortifying, 
and  always  unsuccessful.  We  recollect,  sir.  and 
take  fn  to  consideration,  in  all  our  views  of  r  his  sub- 
ject, wtiat  It  cost  England  to  wrest  it  from  France  ; 
how  many  disastrous  campaigns  succeeded  each 
other ;  when  the  whole  population  of  tie  New 
England  States  were  embodied  for  the  conquest 
under  the  most  experienced  military  men  Great 
Britain  could  place  at  iheir  head  ;  how  they  nev- 
ertheless failed,  year  afier  year,  till  Wolfe,  at  last, 
achieved  it.  And,  when  he  had  achieved  it,  what 
said  the  English  nation  of  its  worth  ?  Turn,  sir, 
to  those  histories  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  has  referred,  with  which  he  is, 
no  doubt,  so  much  more  conversant  than  I  can 
pretend  to  be.  Ask  the  annals  of  the  times. 
They  will  tell  you  that  the  acquisition  was  ac- 
counted a  rich  indemnity  for  all  the  blood  and 
alt  the  treasure  it  had  cost.     They  will  inform 
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you  that  the  English  deemed  it  a  prize  inestima- 
bly valuable. 

If  such  was  their  view  of  this  conquest,  such 
their  perseverance  toaccompish  it.  shall  wo  reck- 
on it  so  little  worth,  when  its  importance  has  been 
so  much  enhanced?  Shall  we  forego  the  en- 
deavor to  obtain  it,  without  exertions  commen- 
surate with  those  made  so  long  ago  by  England  ? 
It  is  true  that  our  arms  have  failed;  failed  re- 
peatedly; failed  most  disreputably  ;  failed  almo>t 
unaccountably.  But  have  not  the  arms  of  Eng- 
land been  as  often  and  as  signally  reversed  ?  it 
is  now  more  than  a  century  since  England  has 
been  striving  lo  become  a  considerable  military 
Power,  and  what  has  been  her  faie?  Look  to 
Flanders,  to  Holland,  lo  Walcheren.  during  the 
present  war;  without  recurring  further  back,  lo 
Portugal,  to  Spain.  Where  have  they  not  been 
defeated  and  disgraced  ?  till  finally,  after  three 
years  of  continued  overthrows  and  failures  in 
Spain,  they  have,  at  last,  been  beaten  by  their 
masters  in  the  military  art  into  an  equality  with 
those  masters.  Let  it  always  be  recollected,  sir, 
that  our  present  misfortunes  in  the  field  are  the 
natural  result  of  thirty  years  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity ;  thiriy  years  of  total  neglect  of  every- 
thing like  military  science  or  acquirement.  I  am 
given  to  understand,  sir,  by  officers  of  unquestion- 
able merit,  that,  in  the  late  affair  at  Williams- 
burg, on  the  llih  of  November,  the  superiority 
of  British  discipline  was  as  manifest  on  the  one 
side,  as  that  of  American  enthusiasm  was  on  the 
other ;  and  thai,  but  for  this  ardent,  though  ill- 
regulated  spirit,  we  should  probably  have  sus- 
tained a  total  defeat.  The  knowledge  of  war  is 
not  to  be  obtained  in  a  day,  nor  through  any 
theory.  If  labor,  mortification,  and  constancy,  are 
indisfwnsable  to  the  mastery  of  any  art.  surely 
they  must  he.  and  be  expected  to  be.  in  that  of 
military  affairs.  How  was  it,  sir,  when,  soon 
after  the  organfzalion  of  the  present  Government, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  subdue  the  Indians  on  our 
borders? — when  General  Washington  was  the 
President.  General  Kiiox  at  the  head  of  the  War 
Department,  and  Generals  Harmer,  St.  Clair, 
and  Wayne,  the  commanders  of  ihe  several  ex- 
peditions? I  forget  which  of  the  two  former 
went  first,  but  ihey  were  both  entirely  unsuccess- 
ful ;  nor  was  it  until  the  third  attempt  was  made, 
that,  wilh  all  the  supposable  advantages  of  such 
an  administralion,  this  petty  foe  was  ultimately 
overcome. 

Have  gentlemen  forgot  that  the  first  blow  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  even  before  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  was  aimed  at  Canada  ?  when 
General  Washington  sent  Colonel  Arnold  to  pen- 
etrate with  his  detachment  through  the  District 
of  .Maine,  while  General  Montgomery  advanced  to 
the  co-operation  by  another  route.  The  course  and 
termination  of  that  expedition  are  familiar  to 
everybody.  General  Montgomery  fell  in  thealtack 
on  Q,uebec,  after  the  subjugation  of  Montreal, 
and  when  the  conquest  of  the  province  was  so 
near  Us  accomplishment.  He  fell  at  a  season  of 
the  year,  too.  and  under  circumstances,  which 
caonot  be  called   to  luiad,  without  coDtrastiog 


them  with  the  present  situation  and  latter  con- 
stitution of  our  armies,  who,  fortified  all  Summer 
and  hutted  all  Winter,  appear  to  have  lost  the 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  hardihood  by  which  Ameri- 
can officers  and  soldiers  were  formerly  character- 
ized. Several  years  after  this  invasion,  in  the 
year  1779.  that  Congress,  whose  constancy,  pa- 
triotism, and  talents,  cannot  be  loo  much  applauded, 
whose  eulogium  has  been  resigned  to  our  enemies 
and  omitted  by  our  own  annalists,  made  every 
arrangement  pref>aratory  to  a  second  incursion. 
The  Marquis  Lafayette  was  sent  into  the  State 
of  New  York  to  take  the  preliminary  measures; 
and  the  design  was  finally  suspended,  for  reasons 
which  it  is  not  now  essential  that  I  should  enu- 
merate. Many  years  succeeding  this  period,  at 
the  adoption  ol  the  Federal  Constitution,  a  clause 
was  placed  in  that  instrument,  as  is  well  known, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  making  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  future  incorporation  of  the  Canadas, 
at  any  time,  into  the  Union. 

But  the  conquest  of  Canada  is  said  to  be  un- 
popular ;  and  that  is  the  reason  why  it  fails — that 
is  the  reason  why  it  will  never  succeed.  A  de- 
fensive and  a  maritime  sphere  is  alone  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  American  hostilities.  With  a  large 
majority  of  the  country  the  conquest.  I  am  con- 
fident, IS  not  unpopular,  but  looked  upon  as  even 
a  strong  independent  inducement  to  the  war.  The 
embarg-o.  of  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  deprecates  the  existence  even  for  a 
day,  will  not  interrupt  ihe  prosecution  of  those 
maritime  adventures  he  recommends.  Your  pub- 
lic vessels  are  not  restricted.  They  are  hastening 
abroad.  Your  privateers  will  not  be  confined. 
They  are  gliding  down  your  rivers  and  bays  to 
the  ocean.  Within  a  very  short  lime,  I  am  told, 
a  considerable  number  has  effected  their  clearance 
out  to  sea  from  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake; 
and  no  doubt  from  other  quarters  others  will  not 
be  backward  in  going  forth. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  is  not 
correct  when  he  avers  that  the  present  war  has 
not  added  a  single  ship  to  our  Navy.  Shipsof- 
ihe-line,  the  favorite  scheme  of  that  gentleman, 
I  presume,  are  in  the  process  of  construction. 
Several  frigates  and  several  sloops  of  war  are  also 
in  progress;  some  nearly  finished  ;  others  not  so 
far  advanced.  Large  ships  are  not  ihe  creation 
of  a  day;  but  I  imagine  as  much  industry  has 
been  exeried  upon  those  now  building  as  could 
be  of  any  use.  I  was  surprised,  however,  at  the 
broadness  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  averment 
in  this  respect,  when  the  conquest  of  Canada  was 
his  topic,  and  when  therefore  the  lakes  should 
have  been  full  in  his  view.  The  ships  with  which 
Commodore  Chauncey  conquered  the  command 
of  Lake  Ontario  are  the  production  of  the  present 
war;  and  so  are  those  with  which  Commodore 
Perry  obtained  his  transcendant  victory,  unparal- 
leled by  any  achievement  on  the  high  seas. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  of  all  others  is  not  a  moment 
for  relaxation  from  the  exigencies  of  the  crisis. 
Most  unexpectedly,  within  these  few  days,  a  flag 
of  truce  has  arrived  from  England,  bearing,  as 
is  supposed,  pacific   overtures    to  this    country. 
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[icere.  or   insidious,  it  equally  behooves  us  to 
yirengthefl    the    belligerent    arm    of   the    nation, 
'hen  we  advert  to  the  date  at  which  these  des- 
tches  left  England  there  is  certainly  something 
be  gathTed  which  seems  to  indicate  that  our 
use  ihertr  is  not  deemed  a  hopeless  one.    Within 
t  many  days  after  the  mosi  signal  success  that 
er  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  according  to  their 
count,  have  gained  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
iring   five   8Ucce5:jiive  coalitions,   suddenly  and 
mewhatstrangely  a  Hag  of  truce  is  despatched 
accost  u«.     Infurraalion  has   been   received.  I 
n  told,  that  the  American  loans  are  at  an  ad- 
Jance  of  twelve   j>or  cent,  in  the  London  stock 
market — no  evidence  certainly  of  their  enlertaiu- 
lig  doublK  of  our  national  retources,  unaniuiity, 
r  determination.     I  infer  from  all  these  circum- 
ance«,  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  whose  prof- 
l-red   mediation  Great  Britain  declines,   having 
I  last  cri:wned    his  invincible  resistance   to  the 
ontinent4:  dominion  of  France  with  success,  has 
Sidicated  symptoms  of  a  resolution    to  turn  the 
yme  unconquerable  spirit  against  England,  and 
•  )  curb  jn  like  manner  her  maritime  usurpation  ; 
i  balance   unquestionably  to  be  desired  for  the 
i  >eace,  welfare,  and  security  of  the  world.    Should 
\  uch    be   the    ca^e,  it  furnishes  a  new  and  very 
-rrong  ijluslration  of  the  sagjacity  and  wisdom  of 
'he  Amcncan  Government  in  iheir  management 
if  the    important   good  offices   and    alliance   of 
llussia..    $hould   such   be  the  case.  sir.  it  opeAs 
^pon  us;  iwospect*  of  peace  and   maritime  pros- 
|>€rity  iljflMit6^y  beneficial.     I  tru>i  it  iliay  be  so. 
'ir.     I  hope  the  Gotleuburg  negotiation  may  end 
^0  an  adjiisiraent  of  our  difficulties.     But,  to  be 
ihrowo  off  our  guard   by  such  a  reliance  would 
S)e  the  most  fatal   impolicy  ;  to  rest  on  our  arms 
^o  the   meanwhile,   every  way  deplorable.      Lei 
jus  strengthen  them,  increase  our   bounties,  mul- 
tiply our   soldiers,  instruct  our  officers,  improve 
'•the  interval  lo  redeem  and  establish  our  military 
irepuialion.     Above  all.  let  us  not  be  deluded  by 
jihe  pro}*pect  of  peace   into  a  dilapidation  of  the 
ipmeans  <>i  war.     If  the  English  are  sincere,  so  are 
^.we ;  and  there  can  be  no  difficulty  to  a  fair  accom- 
Noodaiion.     But.  lest  they  should  be  inMdious  in 
Jthis  dangerous  proposilioo,  let  the  motto  of  every 
^lan  be  at  least  ior  the  present,  "Timeo  Danaos, 
I  dona  ferentes." 
When  .Mr.  Inoehsoll  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Miller,  of  New  York,  rose  and  addressed 
khe  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  t  cannot  vote  for  the  bill  now  un- 
der consi^leraiion,  nor  can  I  content  myself  with 
a  silent  vote.     I  am  opposed  to  the  bill — 

1st.  Bt'cause  the  force  it  seeks  to  raise  is  to  be 
used  intuis  war  of  conquest — the  crusade  against 

{Canada.  - 
'Jd.  Because  we  have  not  the  information  we 
ought  to!  have,  before  we  grant  more  money,  or 
raise  moi*:'  men.  to  prosecute  this  ruinous  and  dis- 
astrous xvar. 

3d.  Because  I  think  this  Administration  is  in- 
•compeie^it  to  couduct  the  war  to  a  successful 
issue. 


4lh.  Because  I  am  utterly  opposed  t-)  the  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  avowed  in  the  progress  of 
the  war. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  touch  the  details  of 
ihe-bill  on  the  table,  although  I  think  them  very 
defective  and  objectionable.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
whole  bill — 

1st.  Because  the  force  is  to  be  used  in  this  war 
of  conquest. 

We  have  been  told  by  honorable  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  thai  however  much 
we  may  have  been  originally  opposed  to  the  war. 
it  now  becomes  our  duty  to  withhold  our  opposi- 
tion, and   afford   all   the  means  in  our  power  to 
carry  it  on  with  the  utmost  vigor.     To  this  opin- 
ion 1  cannot  subscribe  ;  it  goes  lo  the  desiructioa 
of  civil  liberty,  and  will  not  find  advocates  on  this 
side  of  the  House.     This  doctrine  strikes  at  the 
viials  of  your  republican  inslitutions.    It  amounts 
to  neither  more  nor  less  than  this:  that  a  weak 
and  wicked  Administration,  (I  s(>eak  not  particu- 
larly of  the  present  men  in  power.)  finding  the 
confidence  of  the  people  withdrawn,  and  iheir 
power  about  to  pass  into  other  hands,  have  noth- 
ing to  do  but  to  declare  war,  and  instantly  all  op- 
position mu^t  cease;  the  men  who  happen  to  he 
in  place,  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war. 
however  weak,  however  incompetent,  and  how- 
ever profligate,  must  be  supported  at  every  hazard. 
To  this  doctrine  I  object,  as  it  goes  directly  to  the 
destruction  of  civil  liberty.     The  people  of  this 
country.  I  am  proud  to  say  it,  have  an  undoubted 
right   lo   pass  upon   the  conduct  of  public  men, 
and  examine  the  tendency  of  public  measures,  in 
war  as  well  as  in  peace. 

It  >eems  lo  be  agreed  on  all  sides,  that  this  is 
not  the  fit  occasion  lo  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
present  war.  I  shall  follow  the  example  of  other 
genliemen  iii  this  particular.  Permit  me.  how- 
ever, to  remark,  that  at  the  time  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war.  there  was  a  respectable  minority  in 
boih  Houses  of  Congres.s,  and  must  I  say  mi- 
nority in  the  nation,  who  disapproved  of  the  war, 
as  inexpedient,  unnecessary,  and  unjust?  Since 
the  declaration  of  the  war.  the  mam  pillars  on 
which  il  rested  (the  Orders  in  Council)  have  been 
removed;  and  it  rests  now  particularly,  if  not 
solely,  on  the  ground  of  impressment.  Many  who 
approved  the  war  at  its  declaration,  might  now 
well  doubt  the  propriety  of  its  continuance.  Ii 
is  not,  sir.  under  circumstances  like  these,  that 
the  minority  can  be  fairly  called  on  to  grant  men 
and  money  to  prosecute  this  war — a  war  which 
they  considered  inexpedient,  unnecessary,  and  un- 
just, in  Its  origin;  and  the  principal  cause  of 
which  has  since  totally  failed. 

The  conquest  of  Canada  has  been  distinctly 
avowed  as  an  object  of  the  war.  .My  honorable 
friend  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Webster) 
>tated  to  you  that  his  constituents  did  not  want 
Canada  ;  that  they  were  opposed  to  this  war  of 
ambition  and  conquest.  An  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  just  sat  down. 
(Mr.  Ingersoll,)  said  his  consiituenls  considered 
the  war  just  and  necessary,  and  the  conquest  of 
Canada  indispensable.    He  said,  also,  that  it  was 
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patriotic  to  enlist  in  such  a  cause.  I  would  like 
to  know  how  many  of  that  honorable  gentlemen's 
constituents  have  enlisted  for  this  war,  so  neces- 
sary and  so  just?  And  how  many  of  them  have 
marched  for  the  conquest  of  Canada,  which  he 
and  they  think  so  indispensable  7  Does  he  see 
the  dilemma  in  which  he  may  have  placed  his 
constituents  ?  I  put  it  to  you.  sir :  If  that  iionor- 
able  gentleman  proves  to  me  that  this  war  is  ne- 
cessary and  jusl — that  the  conquest  of  Canada  is 
indispensable — that  to  join  the  Army  is  patriotic, 
and  that  his  constituents  know  it ;  and  1  prove  to 
him  that  his  consiiiuents  hare  not  joined  the 
Array  for  these  objects,  so  nece.s.sary.  so  just,  so 
indispen.^able.  I  ask  you,  sir,  whether  his  own  ar- 
gument does  not  prove  that  his  constituents  want 
patriotism  ?  Your  former  projects  for  filling  your 
army  have  failed — ihe  present  one  may  not  suc- 
ceed. You  began  with  offering  reasonable,  moder- 
ate bounlyand  pay.and  you  wasdisappoinied  ;  you 
made  some  calculation  on  the  patriotism  of  your 
friends — you  now.  however,  make  a  direct  appeal 
to  their  cupidity:  you  propose  to  increase  vour 
bounty  to  an  extravagant  amount ;  and  yci  i  am 
not  sure  that  your  ranks  will  be  filled.  I  know 
it  has  been  said,  that  armies  are  usually  filled 
with  the  idle,  the  vagrant,  the  dissolute,  and  the 
profligate — men  without  occupation,  without  cha- 
racter, without  homes.  Nor  do  I  forget  that  our 
manners,  our  habits,  our  customs,  our  pursuits, 
and  our  feelings. are  like  ourGovernmeni — peace- 
ful;  that  in  tins  country  the  means  of  subsistence 
are  so  easily  acquired,  the  rewards  of  honest  in- 
dustry so  great,  and  the  condition  of  our  people 
so  comfortable,  that  they  require  strong  tempta- 
tions to  enlist  in  your  army.  There  is  much 
weight  in  all  this,  but  it  is  not  sufficient  to  ac- 
count for  the  present  stale  of  your  recruiting  ser- 
vice. There  is  another  and  no  less  powerful 
reason:  your  war  is  unpopular.  In  common  with 
every  friend  of  the  country.  I  rejoice  that  our 
people  are  so  happy  and  contented  at  home  that 
they  require  strong  temptation  to  induce  them  to 
leave  their  accustomed  avocations  and  pursuits. 
But  I  am  proud  indeed  in  the  belief  that  they 
require  also  to  be  satisfied  of  liie  justice  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  war,  before  they  will  enlist  in  the 
ranks  of  your  army,  Show  to  the  people  of  this 
country  that  you  have  not  been  wanting  in  any 
of  the  duties  you  owed  the  enemy  ;  show  to  ihem 
that  you  have  negotiated  in  good  faith,  and  that 
all  your  negoiiaiions  have  failed  through  his 
fault.  In  short,  prove  to  them  that  your  war  is 
necessary  and  just — that  it  is  the  proper  remedy 
for  the  evils  of  which  you  complain  ;  show  ihera 
that  war  is  necessary  to  assert  national  right,  or 
to  vindicate  national  honor,  and  you  will  have  an 
array  ;  you  will  then  command  the  energies  of 
every  heart,  and  the  •■  might  which  slumbers  in 
every  arm."  But  until  you  do  convince  the  peo- 
ple of  this  necessity,  offer  what  bounty  you  please. 
I  am  not  certain  you  will  get  an  army.  Do  what 
you  will,  say  what  you  please,  the  people  of  this 
country  will  think  and  talk;  and  strong  indeed 
must  be  the  temptation  for  them  to  enlist,  unless 
you  convince  theni  of  the  justice  and  necessity 


of  the  war.  There  is  a  pride  in  their  own  opin- 
ions of  right  and  wrong — there  is  an  elevation  in 
their  sentiments  of  independence — a  haughtiness 
in  their  notions  of  freedom,  which  requires  this 
at  your  hands. 

The  advocates  of  the  bill  have  more  than  once 
alluded  to  the  situation  of  the  frontier;  and  we 
have  been  asked  whether  we  would  not  consent 
to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  now  that  our  fron- 
tier was  desolated,  and  our  villages  smoking  m 
ruins?  Could  it  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
honorablegentleman  to  give  an  impression  abroad 
that  the  minority  of  this  House  was  opposed  to 
the  defence  of  the  couutry  ?  Sir.  such  an  impres- 
sion would  be  erroneous.  Holding,  as  we  justly 
do.  the  majority  answerable  for  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  nation,  we  have  at  all  times  ex- 
pressed a  willingness  to  afford  our  aid  for  defen* 
sive  measures.  The  men  to  be  raised  under  this 
bill  cannot  be  enlisted,  much  less  organized  and 
disciplined  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier — the 
object  is  conquest,  and  on  this  ground  we  oppose 
it.  It  has  been  intimated  that  we  are  not  willing 
lo  afford  the  means  of  defence.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Sheffey,)  has,]  hope. 
pul  this  question  at  rest  for  ever.  He  this  morn- 
ing offered  you  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  "  limit- 
ing the  force  to  the  defence  of  the  frontier."  He 
pledged  himself,  and  vouched  for  the  support  of 
his  friends,  provided  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
What  was  the  fate  of  it  ?  You  rejected  it  with 
contempt  and  disdain;  you  would  not  give  it  a 
second  reading.  Lei  it  not  be  said.  then,  that 
we  refus»'  you  ihe  means  of  defence.  For  that 
we  always  have  been — we  still  are  ready  to  open 
the  treasure  of  the  nation.  We  will  give  you 
millions  for  defence  ;  but  not  a  cent  for  the  con- 
quest of  Canada — not  the  ninety-ninth  part  of  a 
cent  for  the  extermination  of  its  inhabitants. 
This  i>  one  ground  of  opposition  to  the  !  ill. 

2d.  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  because  we  have 
not  the  information  we  ought  to  have,  before  we 
grant  more  men  or  money  lo  prosecute  this  ruin- 
ous and  disastrous  war. 

My  honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pearson)  slated  this  objection,  and  asked  for  in- 
formation— It  was  suggested  that  it  would  not  be 
prudent  and  discreet  lo  expose  the  full  extent  of 
our  means.  To  prevent  the  necessity  of  a  public 
disclosure,  he  moved  to  clear  the  galleries;  with 
a  view  to  ask  and  learn  the  present  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  Army.  This  was  not  acceded  to: 
a:id  wc  are  now  called  on  lo  grant  you  more  men, 
at  a  most  enormous  premium,  without  even  being 
permitted  to  have  any  satisfactory  official  inform- 
ation abuui  the  state  of  our  recruiting  service. 
Ignorant,  hoodwinked,  blinded  as  we  are.  it  ought 
not  to  be  claimed  or  expected  of  us  lo  pass  this 
bill.  I  tliink  ihe  Administration  ought  not  to  call 
on  us  for  more  men  till  they  have  answered  the 
inquiry  wliich  we  made  of  them  touching  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms.  And  I  much 
doubt  whether  this  House  ought  to  grant  another 
army,  heiore  it  has  madea  thorough  investigation 
of  the  causes  of  the  late  disasters  and  disgrace 
which  have  followed  our  arms. 


<! 
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J  L<;t  me  not  he  in»wered  that  we  have  made 
t'  e  ioquiiry-^'he  itwiuiry  you  have  made  must 
J  uve  iDe«r.'^tual.  iThe  honorable  mover  of  that 
^  (.olutioD  (Mr.  BRiiDLEY)  prot'e>sed  to  have  ilie 
s  <ne  object  io  view  wliich  he  formerly  had;  and 
ii  (roduceil  his  resalutioo.  by  some  remarks,  in 
v  ijjch  he'cl^imed  it  to  be  "like"  the  one  offered  at 
I  e  last  stjssion.  Permit  me  to  set  the  honorable 
jj  ntlemaji  right — and  let  me  tell  him,  that  his 
r  ioluiiorjs  are  not  *'like"— nay.  iir.  let  me  prove 
t,  him  that  'bey  are  very  unlike.  The  resolution 
V  iiich  he  submitted  at  the  last  session,  was  in 
t   ese  words  : 

'  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
<)■  ire  into  the  causes  -which  have  led  to  the  multiplied 
f  '(lures  of  ihf  arms  of  the  United  States  on  our  VV'est- 
efti  and  Noi;thwestern  frontier  ;  and  that  the  commit- 
be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 


Encouragement  of  EnltMtmenU. 


Janoart.  1814. 


iThe   resolution  which   he  otTereJ    this  session, 

aid  which. the  House  adopted,  is  in  these  words: 

f '  Resolv(di,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 

.  H''^""^^'°  "^'^^''.1'*]!'^^"^!!.':^^  founi  wilhm  "the  walls  of  your  palace.     Let  me 

again  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont, 


I  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  make  myself 
di>tinclly  understood  by  honorable  gentlemen.  I 
will  state  my  objection — we  have  not  the  neces- 
sary information,  and  iu  anticipation  of  an  argu- 
ment which  may  be  urged  against  me  hereafter.  I 
intend  to  show  that  the  mode  of  inquiry  which 
we  have  adopted  may  not  reach  the  evil — and.  if 
the  blame  rests  with  the  Administration,  it  cer- 
tainly will  not  reach  it ;  it  cannot,  it  was  not  so 
intended  by  the  honorable  mover.  And  here,  per- 
mit Die  to  remind  that  honorable  g'^ntleman  of 
what  he  said,  on  introducing  his  resolution  the 
other  day.  Alluding  tohis  former  resolution,  he 
distinctly  staled  that  the  reasons  requiring  the  in- 
vestigation, had  "gained  strength"  since  the  last 
session.  The  disease  he  admits  to  be  more  dan- 
gerous ;  and  yet  the  strength  of  the  remedy  is 
reduced,  its  whole  force  and  efficacy  lost.  Sir, 
the  arm  of  this  resolution  should  have  been  ex- 
tended so  as  to  have  reached  your  departments; 
and  it  should  have  been  nerved  with  sufficient 
strength  to  bind  the  delinquent,  even  liad  he  been 


lijlonnation  ;n  his  possession,  and  not  improper  to  be 
cinmunic>t<d.  which,  may  tend  to  illustrate  the  causes 

[the  faiiury  of  the  ^rms  of  the  United  States  on  the 

6»rthern  »V(»ntier." 


Can   tlie^e  resoliilions  be  considered  '"like"  in 
[eir  nat«r'.»,  objectj  or  effect?     The  object  to  be 
Lre,  in  bolh  ca>es,  is  an  inquiry  ;  but  the  resolu- 
[)ns  are  radically  and  essentially  diff"erent.    The 
le  offered  last  session   relates  exclusively  to  the 
:st  campifign,  and.  extends   to  the  Western  and 
lorthwesti^rn    frou'lier ;  it  seeks  to  raise  a  com- 
itlee  of  this  House,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
ns and  jWpers.  It  is  the  usual  and  proper  inquiry, 
the  usu<«l  and   pi^uper  way,  if  a  thorougti  and 
lectual  iftvesligat,ion  was  wished   or  expected. 
he   seconjd    resolution   is   radically  different ;  it 
oposes  nb  committee  ;  it   begs  to  know  of  the 
resident  ''•he  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arras — 
IS  confifli'd  to  the  Northern  frontier ;  it  does  not 
uch   ihfjVVeslerq  and    Northwestern   frontier, 
s  termsjmight  possibly  include  both  campaigns; 
I  Lit.  accofd^ing  to  its  obvious  import,  it  was  treated 
i  \r  every  ^nileraaifi  who  spoke  on  it  as  relating 
riSclusiveJy  to  the  last  campaign.     Now,  will  the 
h  jDorable  jjenileiuan  from  Vermont  proclaim  to 
ii  lis  HoUbe;  and  publish  to  the  nation  that  his  res- 
1  lutions  arf  "like"  ••ach  other  ?    Sir.  they  are  mo>t 
I  ilpably  u-^ilike. 

Again,  tjiey  differ  essentially  in  this  particular. 
■'  under  tlje  first  resolution  a  committee  had  been 
Ippoinled  Vvith  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
jvjlpers,  the-^fault   iitight  have   been   traced  to  the 

{dminisir^tion,  if  indeed  it  rested  there.     By  the 
ist  resolution,  the  inquiry  is  made  ol  the  Presi- 
L*nt,  and  ihe  conduct  of  the  Administration   is 
1  jmpleielu  and  eff'/'Ctually  shielded  from  investi- 

ItiOQ,  " 

,  [Here  ^J^.  Millcr  was  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
;Vhight.  pf  Maryhand.  The  Chair  declared  Mr. 
:1.  not  ly  I)e  out  of  order.] 

1  shouJii  have  regretted,  sir,  had  I  been  consid- 
ered by  tlije  Chair,  as  wandering  from   the  point 
loder  dii><iussioQ— 'I  have  now  only  to  regret,  that 

!  *  ; 


' 


that  his  resolutions  are  most  unlike.  If  he  thinks 
that  by  moving  the  subject  at  the  last  session,  the 
public  had  a  right  to  expect  him  to  pursue  the  in- 
vestigation, let  me  tell  him  that  expectation  has 
been  disappointed.  If  he  considers  that  he  was 
pledged  lo  prosecute  an  effectual  inquiry,  1  tell 
him  that  pledge  remains  to  be  redeemed.  He 
has,  to  be  sure,  brought  forward  an  inquiry,  but 
of  a  very  dilFereat  character  from  that  which  he 
proposed  last  session.  Like  the  Weird  Sisters, 
he  "  has  kept  the  word  of  promise  to  our  ear,  but 
broke  it  to  our  hope." 

1  voted  for  the  resolution,  not  because  I  consid- 
ered it  proposed  an  ineff'ectual  investigation — I 
knew  it  did  not,  and  begged  the  honorable  mover 
to  give  some  little  time  for  consideration  ;  this 
he  declined,  and  it  was  hurried  through  the  House 
with  very  lilile  reffectioo.  1  did  vole  for  it  on 
two  grounds — it  admitted  the  failure  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  the  necessity  of  an  inquiry.  This  in- 
quiry is  made  of  the  President,  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  your  armies,  and  who  may  himself  be 
answerable  for  the  misfortunes  and  calamities  of 
our  military  operations.  I  do  not  here  intend  to 
charge  the  failure  of  our  arms  to  the  President ; 
I  do  not  know  that  he  is  to  blame  in  the  conduct 

I  of  the  war ;  but  if  he  was  ever  so  much  in  fault, 
you  could  not  ask  of  him  to  inculpate  himself. 
The  President  is  completely  protected  ;  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  inquiry  also  eflectuilly  shields  the 
departments.  The  President  will  not  tell  you 
that  his  Secretaries  are  unfaithfulor  incompetent, 
for  he  has  power  to  remove  them,  and  he  will  not 
plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  retaining  unfaithful 
or  incompetent  men  in  his  Cabinet.  Besides,  the 
inquiry. althoughdirected  to  the  President  in  form, 

'  goes  in  fact  to  the  Secretary  at  War ;  and  he  is 
the  last  man  in  this  nation  to  whom  such  an  in- 
quiry should  have  been  directed. 

It  is  a  position  not  to  be  doubted,  that  our  mili- 
tary operaiion>  may.  m  a  good  degree,  take  their 
tone  and  character  from   the  Head  of  the  War 
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Department;  and    I  am   free  to  confess   that  I 
think   the  present    Secretary  has  more  military 
talent   than    his    immediate    predecessor,  or  any 
member  of  the  Cabinet.     But  your  forces  appear 
to  be  crippled  and  bound,  as  if  by  enchantment; 
and  it  seems  that  even  the  present  Secretary  of 
War,  great  ns  his  talents  are  claimed  to  be,  and 
respectable  as  I  am  willing  to  admit  them  to  be. 
even  he  is  not  magician  enough  to  break  the  spell 
which  rests  upon   y»'ur  army.     The  Head  of  the 
War  Department  is  always,  in  some  measure,  re- 
sponsible in  the  first  instance,  for  the  failure  of  a 
campaign  ;  but  in  the  present  case  the  Secretary 
at  War  has  identified  himself  with  our  military 
operations; — he  went  to  the  camp;  he  personally 
superintended  all  the  operations  of  the  Army  ;  he 
issued   his  orders  from  day  today;  he  eoverned, 
he  controlled,  he  directed  everything;  his  friends 
claimed  for  him  lo  be  the  "ipse  af^men"  of  the 
war.      Had    the   campaign   succeeded;  had    hi:< 
army  proceeded  on  to  Montreal  and  taken  it ;  had 
victory  perclied  on  our  standard,  you  would  have 
heard  more  of  the  •"  head  which  planned,  and  the 
hand  which  executed"  the  last  campaign.     Had 
we  been  victorious.  Teucro  dure,  et  auspice  Teu- 
cro.  is  the  motto  you  would  have  seen  blazoned 
on  his  escutcheons.     And  yet  we  have  seen  fit  to 
apply  to  the  Secretary  at   War  for  information 
respecting  the  causes  of  the  f.iilure  of  our  arms. 
Sir.  I  ask  whether  this  is  strict  and  impartial  jus- 
tice to  the  officers  of  the  Army?  I  do  not  think  our 
Generaishave  entitled  themselves  to  be  the  pecu- 
liar favorites  of  this  House  ;  but  I  much  fear  that 
we  have  adopted  a  course  of  investigation,  which 
they  will  think  invidious towardsthem.   Ineffectu- 
al as  this  inquiry  mu-t  be,  we  have  got  no  answer 
yet.  and  we  are  called  on  to  grant  you  more  men. 
while  those  heretofore  granted  remain  altogether 
unaccounted  for.     An  inquiry  similar  to  the  one 
proposed  at  the  last  session  ought  to  have  been 
adopted.     A  committee  of  this  House  with  pow- 
ers to  send  ("or  persons  and  papers,  appears  to  me 
indispensable  to  a  fair  and  impartial  investigatKjn 
of  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms;  and  more 
men  ought  not  be  granted  before  such  a  commit- 
tee has  performed  its  office,  and  reported  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  am  surprised  that  this  course 
has  not  suggested  itself  to  honorable  gentlemen 
who  think  no  fault  can  be  traced  to  the  Adminis- 
tration. It  IS  well  known  that  much  clamor  has 
been  excited  on  the  ground  that  this  Adniistra- 
tion  has  proved  itself  incompetent.  The  bill 
under  discussion  acknowledges  that  your  ranks 
are  not  filled  ;  why,  then,  not  do  away  all  ground- 
less charges  of  incompetency.  If  on  such  an  in- 
quiry the  Administration  stiould  be  exonerated 
from  blame;  if.  on  examination,  it  should  appear 
that  our  distresses,  disasters,  and  disgrace,  have 
flowed  from  causes  not  within  their  power  or 
control,  public  confidence  would  be  restored  :  the 
arm  of  Administration  would  be  strenorthened. 
You  call  upon  us  to  help  you  in  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  You  ought  first  to  have  investigated 
the  cause  of  your  former  failures;  you  ought  lo 
hare  cleared  the  Administration  from  blame,  or 
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the  suspicion  of  it.     This  would  hare  inspired 

confidence;  it  would  have  effected  another  object 
so  near  the  hearts  of  certain  gentlemen  ;  it  would 
have  reduced  the  number  of  moral  traitors.  A 
moral  traitor,  I  understand  to  be  one  who.  disap- 
proving of  the  war,  declines  to  afford  it  any  vol- 
untary aid;  one  who,  in  the  fair  exercise  of  a 
known  and  acknowledged  Constitutional  right, 
freely  canvasses  the  conduct  of  public  men  and 
the  bearing  of  public  measures;  and,  in  so  doing, 
prevents  others  from  loaning  money  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  enlisting  in  the  Army.  Sir,  I  ask 
whether  this  is  a  true  definition?  If  it  is  not,  I 
hope  to  be  set  right.  I  am  not  corrected.  I  have 
then  given  a  true  definition  of  that  fanciful,  sub- 
limated, philosophical,  ethical,  political  felon,  de- 
nominated a  moral  traitor.  And  I  assure  honor- 
able gentlemt  n  that  much  of  this  crying,  deadly 
sin  of  moral  treason,  may  be  traced  to  a  well- 
grounded  belief  that  you  are  unfit  to  manage  this 
war.  which  you  so  improvidently  created. 

[Here  Mr.  Grcndy  rose  and  observed,  that 
moral  treason,  as  defined  by  him,  differed  from 
that  now  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Miller.  Mr.  G.  re- 
ferred to  his  printed  speech.  Mr.  M.  asked  Mr. 
G.  to  state  the  difference.     Mr.  G.  declined.] 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Grundy,)  continued  Mr.  M..  was  right  in  sup- 
posing I  alluded  to  what  he  had  said  in  his  place 
last  session.  He  refers  me  to  his  printed  speech, 
which  I  am  not  certain  I  ever  had  the  pleasure  to 
read.  He  says  there  is  a  distinction  between 
what  he  said  and  what  I  understood  him  to  say. 
I  am  bound  to  believe  him;  hut  as  he  has  not 
condescended  to  explain  the  difference.  I  must  be 
permitted  to  keep  my  own  definition  until  a  more 
correct  one  is  furnished  me, 

Mr.   Speaker,   we   have    not    the    information 
which  we  ought  to  have.     We   have    not  even 
inquired  for  it  in  a  way  to  give  the  least  possible 
chance  for  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation.    In 
this    I    think  you    have  erred.     This   House  has 
admitted  the  necessity  of  an  inquiry;  the  nation 
imperiously  demands  it;  there   has   been,  there 
yet  is.  a   loud   peal  of  murmur  and    discontent 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other.     It 
cannot  have  been  unheard;  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  disregarded.     Had  this  House  seen  proper 
to  make  an  effectual    investigation;  or  had  we 
received  an  answer  to  the  inquiry  which  we  have 
made.  I  might  perhaps  have  arrived  at  a  different 
conclusion;  but,  under  present  circumstances.  I 
must  concur  in  the  opinion,  which  is  entertained 
by  a   large   proportion  of  this   nation,  that  this 
Administration  is  not  competent  to  carry  on  this 
war.     And.  in   this  opinion,  I  find  a  distinct  and 
insurmountable    objection   to   the    bill    on    your 
table. 

3.  I  am  opposed  to  t!ie  bill,  because  I  think  this 
Administration  is  incompetent  to  conduct  the 
war  lo  a  successful  issue.  I  cannot  consent  that 
you  should  have  more  men,  particularly  at  this 
enormous  rate,  until  you  produce  some  better 
proofs  than  you  have  done,  that  you  have  talent 
to  use  them  with  honor  and  advantage  lo  ihe  na- 
tion.    You    have    had   a  fair  experiment;    you 
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h^v^e   had  <D  authority  to  raise  every  man  you  ] 
riiuired;  ).ou    havq   had   appropriations  lo    the  i 
uiiiost  ext(int   you  asked.     VVlieiher   you   have  \ 
calisled  me'i  is  morie  than  I  can  say  ;  but  we  all 
klow  thai  yjju  havciexpcnded  all  tiie  niuuey,  and 
iiJiffc  than    'ou  required.     Both   your  campaigns 
hltc  provpa  abortiv<>.     Mene  Tekel  is  wriiien  in 
til'  raost  legible  character.s  ou  all  your  military  , 
oWiTalion-<  •  With  n)y  consent  you  shall  not  have  \ 
a,  iiaii  moft-  lo  lead  \o  dealh  and  disgrace  in  your  j 
f('  tilless  attempts  to  conquer  Canada. 

\  (  speak  not  of  the  Navy  ;  1  deny  this  Admin-  ; 
iv  *alion  api'  credit  un  account  of  the  Navy;  but  i 
I,  im  concept  they  phould  be  decorated  with  all 
i-  ;■    laurefs- their  army  has  gained.     It  is  their  i 
ny  ;  let  tiiem  monopolize  its  glory.     Before  I  i 
j)ceed  tc>  «he  management  of  this  army,  I  ask  , 
Jiether  prtjdent  anjl  competent  men  with  a  dec-  ' 
l.Jat'Ion  of  »iirar  in  v.'ew  would  have  left  our  har-  ! 
bTs    acd    s»aporis   unprotected?      Would    they 
h   ke  rushed  with  headlong   precipitation  to  the  i 
c,  iquest  of -Canada;  (a  conquest  of  uncertain  at-  ' 
t,    nment.  which  is  a^keady  proved — and  of  doubt-  j 
fi     advanja^e,  which  will  be  proved  when  you  | 
g    ;  It,)  while  the  Wealth  of  the   nation  was  left  j 
L   protected  on  the  rtaboard?    Would  they  have  ■ 
{'    rsued  t(io  ^shadow  and  left  the  substance  at  the 
I,  rTcy  of  the  enemy  ?     But   the  seaboard   was 
h.   indoned.  and  the  crusaders  marched  towards 
(!  inada.     From  the  general  opinion  entertained  | 
c;    the  frit'nJly  disposition  of  the  Canadians  to-  | 
V  irds  us,  a  might  rra^onably  have  been  expected  j 
I   'It   measures  wouid    have   been    taken   to  gain  , 
1    eir  confidence  and  conciliate  their  good   will    j 
I  'ss  this   been  doni-?     Has   it   been  attempted? 
'<  ;ith  the  Indians,  or  a  part  of  iheiu.  at  least,  we  j 
d  difficulties  before  the  war.     What  has  been  i 
oe  to  bftile  the>e  difficulties,  or  blunt  the  edge 
their  >p-entmen.t?     Let  tiie  proclamation  of 
eneral  Hull  (issued  at  Sandwich  within  twenty 
y^  after  the  deilaraiiou   of  war,   and   which 
o-vl  people  believ?  was  sanctioned  by  the  Ad- 
inistration  long  before  the  war)  answer  these 
;.iestions,  •  I  shall   hereafter  notice  the  wicked- 
ss  of  this^  prodanjation.     I  now  beg  your  atlen- 
jn  to  its  folly.     The  natural  effect  of  invasion 
as  to  unite  the  Canadians;  but  this  proclama- 
n  was  ciilculateij  to  rouse  that  country  against 
to  a  man.     Need  you  be  told  that  a  brave  and 
Vnerous    {)cople   feel    insulted   at  an  open   and 
reel  insijation  to  them  to  abandon  their  coun- 
y  in  the-  hour  0:f  danger?     Need    you    be  re- 
minded   tijat,   in   self-defence,  cowards   become 
ave,  and.  the  weak  are  clothed  with  more  than 
mortal  sirtnglh  ?     Need   you   be  informed   that 
■e  principle  of  s^lf-defence  is  original,  native, 
iid  indelible,  in  the  human  heart?    That,  in  the 
aljiment  of  the  Iloman  orator,  and  in  the  lan- 
'jage  of  :in  accomplished  scholar  of  our  own 
juntry.  "jt  is  not  formed   by  habit,  not  induced 
y  custom';  not  written,  like  the  variable  laws  ol 
itions,  oil  brass  or  marble,  whicii  are  corrupted 
y  lime,  but  engraved  by  the  finger  of  the  Crea- 
jr  in  the;  bottom  of  our  souls,  and  immortal  as 
ur  exivtence.''     This   i-.   the   principle    of  se'f- 
jefence,  Which  ih^t  proclamaiiua  was  calculated 
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to  arouse  against  us  in  its  utmost  power.     Need 
you  be  reminded  of  the  effect  of  this  principle  of 
self-defence,   when  fairly   brought   into   action  ? 
Read  it  in  the  history  of  every  nation;  search  it 
in  the  records  of  every  age.     Without  going  be- 
yond  our  own    times,  mark    its  progress   in  the 
Peninsula.     From    thence   follow  the   march  of 
the  devastator  of  Europe;    go  to  the  North,  and 
contemplate  it  amid  the  smoking  ruins  of  Mos- 
cow.    Here  was  its  mighty,  unexampled,  match- 
less  effort;    here   was   its  mighty,  unexampled, 
matchless  succe.ss.    It  was  self-defence  which  then 
nerved  the  arm  of  the  Russian  ;  it  was  this  which 
pointed    the   lance  of  the  Cos>ack;   it  was  this 
which  enabled  a  brave  and   hardy  |>eople  to  en- 
dure distresses  and  •  privations  which    posterity 
will  scarcely  believe ;  and  it  was  this  which  ena- 
bled them  ultimately  to  drive  back,  beat,  and  an- 
nihilate, the  most  numerous  army  which  modern 
Europe  has  produced,  and,  for  its  number*.,  the 
best  appointed  force  the  world  ever  saw.     This 
proclamation,  instead  of  beintr  a  measure  of  pru- 
dence and  forecast,  was  the  offspring  of  weakness 
and  folly.     If  there  was  a  single  spark  of  honor, 
of  loyalty,  or  of  patriotism,  lurking  in  the  bosoms 
of  the  Canadians,  ihi«  proclamation  was  calcu- 
lated to  fan  it  into  a  tlame.     If  there  was  a  sin- 
gle chord  of  their  hearts  which  could  be  made  to 
beat  in  unij-on  with  all  the  tender  recollections 
connected  with  the  name  of  home,  this  proclam- 
ation was  calculaied  to  wake  it  into  vibration. 
I  Like  every  other  step  of  the  Admini^iration  leaJ- 
,  ing  to  the  war,  it  is  marked  by  rashness,  inability, 
I  and  improvidence. 

You  approached  the  war  with   headlong  haste 

I  and  burned  step.     How  ha^   it   been  conducted  ? 

I  We  all  remember,  it  wa-*  urged   as  a  reason  for 

not   soing  to   war.  that  our  Administration   was 

t  incompetent  to  carry  it  on   with  skill  and  vigor. 

This  opinion  has  been   fully  verified;  what  was 

,  predicted  then  has  since  been  history. 

;      Look  at  the  first  campaign.     Notwithstanding 

.  all  the  boastings  and  vauniings  of  the  advocates 

of  war  ;  notwithstanding    the   pledge  they  gave 

of  the   mighty    prodigies    they    would    perform. 

i  what  did  ibey  do?     In  a  single  campaign  they 

I  expended    millions   of   the    people's   money,  lost 

;  one  territory  and  three  armies.     At  the  close  of 

.  the  campaign,  their  pledge  to  the  nation  remained 

to  be  redeemed.     If  the  event  gives  character  to 

!  military  operations,  our  men  in  power  are  totally 

unfit    for   a    War  Administraiion.     They    have 

I  shown  neither  talent  in  projecting  or  promptness 

in    execution;  and   where   is   the   evidence   that 

:  they   have  either   the   boldne&s  of  enterprise  or 

I  the  dexterity  of  stratagem  ? 

But   I   need   not   rest   the  charge  of  incompe-  ■ 
tency  merely  on  the  event  of  the  first  campaign. 
Let  any  man  look  at  the  operations  of  this  Gov- 
ernment ;  the  object  to  be  obtained,  the  force  au- 
thorized, and  the  application  of  that  force. 

The  objeci  of  our  military  operations  was  the 
conquest  of  Canada.  Tlie  advocates  of  the  war 
affected  to  think  Canada  would  fall  into  our 
hands,  without  any  considerable  loss  of  time,  of 
men,  or  of  money,  and  indeed  almost  without 
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the  show  of  resistance;  hence  all  the  sugges- 
tions of  prudent,  discreet  men,  were  considered 
as  the  effects  of  fear,  the  vagaries  of  a  distem- 
pered imagination,  or  the  result  of  a  settled  deter- 
mination to  magnify  the  evils  of  war.  In  fact, 
the  descent  upon  Canada  was  considered  not  as 
the  business  of  a  serious  campaign,  but  as  the 
amusement  of  a  holiday  frolic.  The  inhabitants 
of  that  country  were  to  flock  to  our  camp  ;  the 
American  standard  was  to  be  nailed  to  the  first 
hemlock  tree,  and  Canada  would  take  itself;  no 
formidable  resistance  was  expected.  The  Amer- 
ican commander  was  to  gain  his  laurels,  with 
*'  rapier  unstained,  and  sword  unbacked."  and  in 
honor  of  his  bloodless  victory,  was  to  have  an 
"ovation"  decreed  him.  A  large  force  was  pro- 
vided by  law,  not  to  secure  the  contest  that  was 
considered  certain,  but  to  "look  down  all  opposi- 
tion." The  force  was  to  be  overwhelming,  so 
that  all  resistance  should  be  considered  vain,  and 
thus,  in  mercy  to  the  Canadians,  to  save  the  ef- 
fusion of  human  blood.  These  were  the  views 
and  opinions  of  those  who  declared  the  war. 

What  was  the  force  authorized  by  law  ?  The 
President  by  the  act  of  lOih  April,  1812,  was 
authorized  to  call  on  the  Slates  for  their  respect- 
ive proportions  of  100.000  militia.  These,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  used  for  offensive  operations  ; 
they  were  not  bound  to  assist  in  foreign  con- 
quest ;  they  must  be  considered  as  forming  the 
defence  of  the  nation  against  invasion.  The 
regular  army,  however,  could  be  used  for  con- 
quest, and  consisted  ol — 

The  Peace  Establishmrnt  under  the  acts  of  the 
16th  of  .March.  1812,  and  ISth  of  April,  1808, 
•ay 10,000 

Hangers  under  the  arts  of  January  2,  and  July 

1,1812,  about 600 

The  additional  force  under  act  of  January    II, 

1812 25,000 


Total 


-  35,600 


There  were  also  50.000  volunteers  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  6th  of  February,  1812;  I  be- 
lieve they  have  been  considered  as  liable  to  be 
marched  out  of  the  country  for  conquest.  Be 
that  as  it  may — independent  of  the  volunteers, 
there  were  35,600  men  authorized  to  be  raised 
to  "  look  down"  the  opposition  of  the  Canadians. 

How  was  this  force  applied  ?  How  many 
were  actually  embodied,  is  more  than  I  can  tell. 
If  men  could  not  be  raised,  it  was  a  proof  that 
the  nation  disliked  the  war.  and  wise  men  who 
declared  the  war  should  have  grown  wiser  by 
experience;  they  should  have  availed  themselves 
of  an  opportunity  which  was  offered  ;  they  should 
have  made  peace,  prepared  for  war.  and  taken 
care  the  next  time  not  to  commence  a  war  in 
which  the  nation  would  not  go  with  them.  If 
your  array  was  filled,  or  anything  like  it.  then 
the  incompetency  of  the  Administration  is  pal- 
pable to  all.  It  should  be  remembered  they  chose 
their  own  time  to  declare  war,  and  by  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  November  4,  1812.  it  appears 
that  the  project  of  invasion,  and  the  plan  of  car- 


rying it  on,  were  both  settled  before  the  declara- 
tion of  war.  What  was  the  plan  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  upper  country  ?  The  same  Message  gives 
the  answer.  "  to  gain  the  command  of  the  Lakes, 
by  the  invasion  of  Canada  from  Detroit."  In 
the  first  campaign  they  totally  failed  of  their 
object.  This  failure  is  principally  attributed  to 
the  surrender  of  General  Hull,  but  the  Adminis- 
tration is  responsible  for  that  event.  General 
Hull  was  either  unfaithful,  or  not  well  support- 
ed ;  or  he  was  incompetent.  The  Administra- 
tion certainly  cannot  believe  that  General  Hull 
was  treacherous  ;  if  thev  do,  why  has  not  his 
exchange  been  sooner  effected,  and  his  trial  has- 
tened ?  If  the  fidelity  of  that  oflficer  was  sus- 
pected, his  exchange  and  trial  were  demanded  in 
justice  to  the  accused  ;  they  were  demanded  by 
the  welfare  of  your  country,  and  by  a  regard  to 
the  honor  and  discipline  of  your  army.  This 
course  would  have  inspired  confidence,  and  either 
fixed  or  wiped  off  the  stain  which  now  rests  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Administration.  On  this 
ground,  then,  and  on  every  other,  it  is  fair  to  in- 
fer, that  he  is  clear  of  the  charge  of  unfaithful- 
ness;  and  if  he  was  not  unfaithful,  then  he  was 
either  not  well  supported,  or  he  was  incompetent, 
and.  in  either  case,  those  who  planned  the  expe- 
dition and  set  him  at  the  head  of  it,  are  answer- 
able to  the  nation  for  the  result. 

But  1  undertake  to  say  that  the  whole  busi- 
iness  of  the  campaign,  from  beginning  to  end, 
was  essentially  and    radically  wrong.     I  am  not 
a  military  man,  my  pursuits  have  been  of  a  dif- 
ferent cast,  and  generally  it  becomes  me  to  speak 
on  subjects  of   this  sort   with  difl^dence.     How- 
ever, with  a  tolerable  knowledge  of  the  local  sit- 
uation of  the  Lakes,  and  of  that  wizard  country 
called  Canada,  added   to  such   information  as  is 
now  before  the  public   of  the  force  provided,  no 
man   of  common   sense  can   hesitate  to  say  that 
the  means  were  altogether  disproportioned  to  the 
end.     Even  if  General   Hull  had  taken  Maiden, 
and  possessed  himself  of  Forts  Erie  and  George, 
It  would  not   have  given   him   the  command  of 
Lake  Ontario.     And  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying, 
that  our   whole  disposable  force  on  the  frontier, 
added    to   the  army  which   was  surrendered   at 
Detroit,  could  not  in  one  season  have  secured  the 
command   of  Lake  Ontario,  so  Ions  as  the  ene- 
my  was  permitted   to  keep  his  naval  superiority 
on  the  Lakes.     I  say.  then,  the  plan  of  this  expe- 
dition, in  so  far  at  least  as  it  disregarded  the  naval 
ascendency  of  the  enemy  on  Lake  Ontario,  was 
radically  and  essentially  wrong.     Indeed  the  Ad- 
ministration, at  the  close   of  the  campaign,  ad- 
mitted their  error  in    this  particular,  and  aban- 
doned their  project  of  getting   possession  of  the 
Lakes  without   a  naval   force;  but    the    enemy 
was  permitted  to  keep  open  an  uninterrupted  in- 
tercourse between  (he  Lakes  and  lower  country, 
and   in  this  way  had  an   opportunity  to  provide 
everything   necessary  for   preserving  his  superi- 
ty  on  the  water.     And  the  delay  and  embarrass- 
ments in  our  operations  against  the  Lakes  in  the 
last  campaign,  may  in   a  good   degree  be  traced 
to  a  palpable,  if  not  unpardonable,  neglect  to  po&^l' 
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ourseliies  of  some  position  to  cut  off  the 
[ritnunicaiiOD  between  Montreal  and  the  Lakes. 
vViih  aii^due  deference,  the  whole  campaign 
(creueral,  i^  well  as  in  detail,  was  wrong.  The 
feet  was  (<onquest  ;  the  means  of  the  country 
pre  applie^i.  as  if  intended  for  defence.  The 
iy  was  icaitered  all  along  the  frontier  from 
L5firoit  to  Lake  CftamplaiD.  Thus  divided,  it 
w"iif^  so  weak;  as  not  to  present  an  efficient  force 
a^any  givep  point.  Not  only  was  your  army 
lii  IS  unwisely  weakened,  but  operations  wereat- 
li,  ripted   a£;jinsi   those   positions  which  afforded 


tl. 


enemy  a;n  opportunity  to  use  his  force  to  the 


tlfi  conduct;  of  t 
feisive.  durijig  tl 
btjjief  that  you  w 


tt.  ;  enemy  JUn  o{ 

gH  latest  advi»ntage.  For  example,  your  6rst  army 
W;  s  sent  to  Uetroit,  and  thus  the  enemy  was  en- 
aifed  to  play  off  his  Indians  against  you  with  the 
grratest  posiible  eff^-ct.  In  every  instance  you 
hi  ve  wantonly  travj^lled  out  of  your  way  to  at- 
ta  k  a  hornti's  nest  j  in  every  instance  you  have 
ro  ise.i  the  •ion  in  his  den.  To  have  defended 
ih  frontier  Jiy  respectable  garrisons  would  have 
b^  a  the  dictate  ot  caution  and  prudence;  and 
tlfj  conduct;  of  the  enemy  in  acting  on  the  de 
the  first  campaign,  justifies  the 
would  not  then  have  been  mo- 
le, ted 

]  lir,  it  is  n^t  for  me,  (*■  unskilled,  unpractised" 
a>;  I  am,)  it  is  not   for   me   to  teach  your  Solo- 
ni   OS  in  wi^llom.  and  your  Samsons   in   combat. 
It:  hty  muiit  have  war.  if  they  will  deal  in  blood. 
It  :  them   goj  to   the   shambles,  and    learn   of   the 
h\,  icher  a  Tetson  of  rkiU  and  humanity.     He  does 
TuM  destroy  ^is  victim  by  piecemeal,  or  mangle 
in  detijil ;  he  is   more  merciful;  he  under- 
ids  his  bijsiness  better :  with  competent  means 
[l  well-dir{'Cted  aii.n  he  seeks  a  vital  part ;  hav- 
reached;ihat  his  work  is  easy.     TotakeCan- 
ai.|i  in  detaij  is  a  project  no  less  cruel  than  weak. 
Hid  your  *rmy  been  concentrated,  seized   and 
f(i  lified  a  pfsitioti  v^hich  would  have  cut  off  the 
c;  n[)iuunica(ion    between   the    Upper  and  Lower 
P  ovinces,  vou  would    have  seen  a  different  re- 
s|  it.     Certainly,  after  all  we  have  heard  of  the 
t^  if  conquest  of  Cqnada,  it  could  not  have  been 
c'  usidered  j^a  unattainable  object  to  have  driven 
tl«;  Priests  iknd  Nuns  from   Montreal.     Had  this 
b«en   done,  \no  supplies  could    have  gone  to  the 
liktj  coUQlJy.  and,  on   taking  the   Lower  Prov- 
iii:e,,Upper{Canada  would  have  fallen  of  course 
^ihoul  a  b|ow.     You  ought  to  have  taken  Mon- 
tilal  iQ  youf  first  cbmpaign.     You  totally  failed 
i4every  way;  you  expended   millions;  you  lost 
ofe  (errilory,  and  three  armies;  you  gained  no- 
tKng  but  Jefeat ;  Vou  commenced    with   a  bad 
r*in,  whiclj  was  myst  improvidenily  and  shaine- 
fily  execufed.     The  events  of  the  first  campaign 
\i\re   disg;riceful   to   its  authors,  distressing  and 
hk-railiatioJ  to  the  nation. 

But  yoij  <have  had  a  second  campaign.  Ha? 
ti  i  charaiittr  of  the  nation  been  retrieved  ?  Has 
I  e  dark  flid  gloomy  picture  of  the  first  cam- 
\:  kign  beeo^relieved  by  the  glory  which  surrounds 
t  >e  second  ^  Sir,  until  I  arrived  at  this  place.  1 
•ver  heari*!  it  sugjested  that  the  last  campaign 
as  more  "lorious  than  the  first.  I  did  not  be- 
{  ftve  ther<>-wa5  a  man  in  this  House,  or  in  this 


nation,  who  did  not  think  the  country  disgraced, 
and  that  the  money  and  the  men  had  been  shame- 
fully squandered  by  the  weakness  of  the  Admin- 
istration or  their  immediate  agents.  Much  less 
could  I  have  believed  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  could  have  found  a  motive  for  con- 
tinuing the  war  in  the  success  which  had  attend- 
ed our  arms.  For  my  own  part  I  have  seen  no 
cause  of  exultation ;  in  common  with  every  man 
I  met.  I  felt  mortified  and  humbled  at  the  dis- 
graceful figure  wc  had  made,  in  two  abortive  at- 
tempts to  conquer  the  contemptible  neighboring 
provinces.  I  had  foolishly  thought  that  all  the 
laurels  of  the  North  had  turned  to  Canada  this- 
iles.  but  in  this  I  must  be  mistaken;  the  source 
from  which  the  information  comes  forbids  the 
possibility  of  a  doubt.  Success,  then,  has  attend- 
ed our  arms!  Have  we  gained  honor  and  glory 
in  the  last  campaign  ?  Have  we.  indeed?  Sir, 
ray  constituents  will  be  right  glad  to  hear  it — 
they  will  rejoice  most  exceedingly  —  we  may  look 
for  illuminations  and  bonfires  from  one  end  of 
the  continent  to  the  other  ;  the  people  will  be 
frantic — tiiey  will  run  mad  with  joy  ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  too  serious  a  subject  to  be 
treated  lightly.  I  ask,  what  has  been  the  result 
of  the  last  campaign  ?  Has  it  been  successfsl  ? 
'Tis  insult,  'tis  mockery  to  this  nation  to  say  ho. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  unquestion- 
ably has  belter  means  of  information  than  I  cau 
pretend  to  ;  if  I  subscribe  to  hi»  opinion,  as  to  the 
success  of  the  last  campaign,  it  must  be  solely  oa 
his  authority.  It  is  an  opinion  which  my  under- 
standing rejects  ;  I  can  only  ariive  at  it  by  a  pro- 
digious effort  of  my  faith.  Hare  we  been  suc- 
cessful ?  The  President  has  labored  hard  U> 
prove  it. 

"  Go — bid  physicians  preach  our  veins  to  health, 
And  with  afi  argument  new  set  a  puUe." 

The  Message  at  the  openinu  of  this  sessioD 
mentions  the  taking  of  Little  York.  Fort  George, 
Fort  Erie,  and  Maiden  ;  and  the  succe>s  of  the 
campaign  on  the  Northern  and  Northwestern 
frontier,  is  predicated  on  the  fact  that  these  places 
are  taken.  Indulge  me  while  I  examine  each  of 
these  enterprises  in  order. 

Little  York  was  taken;  hut,  I  ask,  what  great 
benefit  resulted  from  it?  You  destroyed  some 
military  stores,  and  one  vessel  which  the  enemy 
was  building  there.  The  victory  was  not  a  cheap 
one  ;  you  lost  many  brave  and  valuable  men  ; 
their  loss  was  but  ill  repaid  by  the  capture  of  that 
post ;  it  was  of  no  possible  advantage  to  you,  and 
you  did  well  to  abandon  it ;  it  was  not  worth  your 
keeping.  It  was  to  be  sure- a  feather  in  the  cap 
of  the  commander,  but  you  ought  not  to  forget 
that  this  feather  was  dyed  in  the  best  blood  of 
your  army.  You  reaped  no  important  advantage 
from  the  reduction  of"  Little  York. 

Fort  George  was  taken.  True,  the  fort  was 
taken  ;  but  what  became  of  the  enemy  ?  Eight 
hundred  men  marched  out  of  the  fort  in  full  view, 
and  within  mu^ket  shot  of  your  4.000  troops.  Is 
this  a  cause  of  exultation  ?  Military  men  will 
tell  you,  sir,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  post  where 


■ 


969 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


970 


jAIfOART,  1814. 


Encouragement  of  Enlistmpnta. 


H.  OF  R. 


I 


4,000  assailants  ought  to  hare  cot  off  the  retreat 

and  taken  the  800  who  abandoned  it.  Fort  George 
is  that  post.  You  did  not  take  the  men  ;  what 
advantage  did  you  gain  by  taking  the  fortt  None 
worth  mentioning;  the  only  possible  advantage 
was,  that  you  gave  your  fleet  on  Lake  Ontario  a 
more  safe  and  extensive  range.  You  lost  but  few 
men  in  taking  F'ort  George;  but  you  have  suf- 
fered severely  in  cnnsequence  of  it.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  your  army,  Sackett's  Harbor  was  attack- 
ed and  all  but  taken.  You  lost  much  public 
property  and  many  valuable  lives  in  its  defence; 
all  of  which  are  to  be  charged  to  the  capture  of 
Fort  George.  After  taking  that  fort  you  was  too 
proud  to  abandon  it ;  it  was  not  important  for  you 
to  keep  it.  and  yet  for  that  object  you  weakened 
our  main  array  to  an  alarming  degree.     Shall 

speak  of  the  disasters  and  disgrace  which  at- 
tended your  arms  while  you  held  possession  of 
Fort  George?  Your  generals,  your  officers,  your 
detachments — surprised,  surrounded,  cut  off,  and 
captured?  I  sicken  at  the  recollection,  and  turn 
from  it  with  disgust. 

Fort  Erie  is  added  to  the  number  of  our  im- 
portant trophies.  Ir  sounds  as  well  in  the  cat- 
alogue a^  any  of  them,  and  may  pos>ibly  be  as 
important  as  the  others;  but,  if  lam  not  much 
misinformed,  the  enemy  had  no  force  there  dur- 
ing the  last  campaign.  It  always  has  been  an 
inconsiderable  post;  it  fell  into  our  hands  as  an 
Incident  to  Fort  George;  but  the  mention  of  it 
in  the  Message  goes  to  swell  the  importance  of 
our  victories. 

However  important  the  capture  of  Little  York 
and  Fort  George  may  now  be  considered  here, 
let  me  tell  you,  sir,  it  was  not  so  considered  in 
camp.  I  happened  to  beat  Sackett's  Harbor  in 
September,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  an 
honorable  member  of  this  House  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Or.msby.)  wlio  was  near  the  person  of  the 
Secretary  at  War;  about  the  same  lime  another 
honorable  member  of  this  House  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Dawson.)  who,  I  understand,  was  attached 
to  the  military  family  of  General  Wilkinson,  was 
also  there.  I  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  rec- 
ollection of  these  honorable  gentlemen,  and  ask 
them  whether  it  was  not  the  general  opinion  of 
military  men  in  camp,  that  the  taking  of  Little 
York  and  Fort  George  was  a  defect  in  the  man- 
agement uf  the  campjjgn  ?  I  ask  them  whether 
the  capture  of  these  posts  was  not  considered  as 
the  cause  of  much  delay  and  embarrassment? 
"Whether  the  officers  and  men  who  fell  at  Little 
York  were  not  considered  a  serious  loss  to  the 
nation?  Whether  the  large  force  necessarily 
employed  in  defending  Fort  George  did  not  ma- 
terially weaken  the  main  army,  and  retard  their 
progress  to  the  ultimate  object  of  the  campaign  ? 
In  short,  whether  it  was  not  the  universal  opinion 
that  nothing  of  importance  had  been  effected,  but 
the  harvest  of  glory  was  then  yet  to  be  reaped  ? 
I  am  confident  the  recollection  of  these  gentlemen 
will  correspond  with  my  own.  and  they  will 
answer  these  questions  in  the  affirmative.  And 
permit  me  to  remark,  that  however  important  and 
glorious  the  Administration  may  now  consider 


the  capture  of  Little  York  and  Fort  George,  they 
once  thought  differently.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  this  possession  was  obtained  under  the  aus- 
pices of  General  Dearborn,  aided  and  assisted  by 
the  gallant  Commodore  of  the  Lakes.  If  this  Ad- 
ministration had  then  thought  the  reduction  of 
Little  York  and  Fort  George  an  object  of  such 
importance;  had  they  believed  it  bad  shed  such 
a  lustre  on  our  arms,  is  it  to  be  supposed  they 
would  have  treated  the  General  who  commanded 
the  forces  which  achieved  it  with  disrespect  or 
unkindness?  And  yet.  sir,  we  all  know  that 
General  Dearborn,  immediately  after  the  taking 
of  Little  York  and  Fort  George,  was  permitted 
by  the  Administration  (and  against  his  own  wish- 
es) ;o  be  absent  from  the  command  of  the  forces, 
with  a  view  to  re-establish  his  health.  It  is  a 
fact  known  to  the  nation,  that  General  Dearborn 
was  removed  from  the  command  of  the  Northern 
army,  if  not  under  circumstances  of  disgrace,  in 
a  manner  certainly  not  agreeable  to  the  feelings 
of  a  delicate  and  high-minded  officer.  And  I  have 
heard  and  believe  a  further  fact,  no  less  conclu- 
sive and  important,  that  Little  York  and  Fort 
George  were  both  taken  in  violation  of  the  orders 
of  the  Government.  These  places,  in  the  view 
of  the  Administration,  were  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  be  rejarded.  General  Dearborn  was 
ordered  to  take  Kingston — instead  of  which  he 
took  Little  York  and  Fort  George.  Had  he  fail- 
ed he  would  have  been  arrested;  but  as  he  suc- 
ceeded, and  gave  a  little  temporary  eclat  to  the 
campaign,  he  was  merely  removed  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  army.  And  Little  York.  Fort  George, 
and  Fort  Erie,  are  the  bolsters  on  which  the  last 
campaign  is  now  to  be  supported  ! 

Maiden  was  reduced  at  last,  and  Detroit,  per- 
haps the  Michigan  Territory,  followed  of  course — 
how  long  it  will  remain  in  our  possession,  is  more 
than  I  can  tell.  Permit  me  to  say,  that  I  cannot 
accord  to  this  Administration  any  peculiar  praise 
for  their  operations  in  that  quarter.  I  think 
there  has  been  most  unreasonable  delay,  and  a 
most  enormous  expenditure.  It  was  liearly  a 
year  from  the  time  General  Harrison  went  to 
that  country  before  he  crossed  the  lake.  I  do 
not  blame  him  for  it — he  could  not  cross.  It  is 
far  from  my  intention  in  any  shape  or  way  to 
impeach  the  conduct  of  that  officer;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  do  sincerely  believe  that  it  is  owing  to  his 
peculiar  exertions,  to  his  skill,  activity,  and  en- 
terprise, that  your  Northwestern  army  did  not 
starve.  When  the  way  was  cleared,  he  did  cross 
the  lake,  and,  with  better  fortune  or  conduct  than 
was  displayed  at  Fort  George,  he  not  only  occu- 
pied Maiden,  but  he  took  the  600  men  who  had 
abandoned  it.  I  -ntend  not  to  implicate  the  con- 
duct of  the  commander  of  that  armv — he  is  de- 
serving of  praise — he  did  everything  there  which 
was  to  be  done. 

But.  how  stands  the  conduct  of  Administration 
on  this  subject?  General  Harrison's  army  was 
to  operate  at  Detroit,  or  beyond  the  lake.  He 
could  not  move  so  lone  as  the  enemy  had  undis- 
turbed possession  of  the  lake.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, would  a  prudent  and  coiupetent  Ad- 
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mloisiratii/nj  have  sent  so  large  a  force  at  such  1  naval  force  on  Lake  Erie  on  a  more  respectable 
isiance  tfom  succors   ami   supplies— when  it  ]  fooiins;  it  was  a  neglect  for  which  they  are  re- 
sponsible. 

In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  the  last  campaign 
I  confess  I  derive  no  motive  for  coniinuiag  the 


succors 
.well   kiiown   that   they    could    not  •perale 
we  inei  the  enfiny  on  the  lake  with  a  fleet, 

'.•. -.  1  •    L.   .1 i-:,!')      cs;.    .1,;.-  ;.. 


laid?     Sir. 
account 


ihis-4s 
of  the 


u«i  ^ 

ij/  ,  a  keel  c<"  which  was  then 
jj; -trifling  ej-ror — if- ever  a  fair 
es  -enditure  cor  the  Northwestern  army  shall  be 
eij  .ibited.  itjwill  astonish  everybody.  I  hear  it 
frAn  aulhorfty  entitled  to  my  belief,  that  a  prin- 
ci  ■\\  part  of:  the  flour  consumed  by  the  army  at 
F  rt  Meigsicost  from  seventy  to  eighty  dollars 
a,  lanel.  A»;ain,  from  authority  equally  good,  I 
St'  <e,  that  nc,  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  Indian 
[n  used  thfere  cost  the  United  Slates,  in  trans- 


war 


from  the  success  which  has  attended  our 
arms.  The  project  of  taking  Canada  in  detail 
was  still  persevered  in,  and  was  again  defeated. 
The  plan  was  wrong — the  execution  of  that  plan 
has  failed  to  justify  the  public  expectation.  You 
were  to  conquer  the  Canadas — you  have  not  an 
inch  of  ground  in  either  province.  The  President, 
in  his  late  Me>saa;e,  seems  to  claim  a  naval  supe- 
riority on  Lake  Ontario.  Sir,  with  all  due  def- 
talion  aUne,  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  |  erence   to  an    authority  so  elevated,   I   must  l)e 

permitted  to  question  that  fact.     You  do  not  find 

communications  from 


»ushel.  And  yet  the  wisdom  of  Administra- 
sent  th|s  army  on  an  expedition,  about  a 
;r  before ^hey  provided  the  means  of  getting 
\m.  acro<s;the  lake.  In  this  there  was  a  want 
on|  prudence;  and  fotecast,  and  a  shameful  waste 
01  j)ublic  radney.  But  the  means  (vessels)  were 
pi  ivided,  anjl  the  object  obtained.  It  is  true,  the 
or  eci  was  jchieveJ,  gloriously  achieved,  but  I 
tlj  ilk  wiihcMt  many  thanks  to  the  Administra- 
ti,  i).  Our  rfeet  was  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy. 
P  ^ry  and  l*ns  brave  companions  ought  to  (hank 
\\  \i  for  it:  i>y  your  errors  and  mismanagement 
il  ;ir  fame  (s  settled  on  an  imperishable  basis. 
B   t  the  nation  has  a  right  to  demand  of  this  Ad 


m 


an  authority  f ^  r  it  in  the 
that  brave  and  excellent  oflicer  who  commands 
the  Lakes.  He  has  always  admitted  the  force  of 
the  enemy  to  be  superior  to  his.  Commodore 
Chauncey  has  been  eager  for  an  engagement;  he 
has  on  every  occasion  courted  a  battle;  he  had 
no  doubt  of  his  success,  but  he  rested  on  his  own 
skill  and  bravery;  he  calculated  on  the  activity 
and  exertions  of  his  officers,  the  discipline  and 
steady  courage  of  his  men.  not  on  the  superiority 
of  his  force.  The  enemy  has  about  twenty  guns 
more  than  we  have;  and  besides,  his  ships  sail 
better  and  afl'ord  a  more  efficient  squadron  than 


aistraticn;  why  they  permitted  an  engagement 


ours.  Let  not  the  Adniini>tration  deceive  them- 
o«^ unequal  lierras?  After  acknowledging  the  ne-  selves;  Lake  Ontario  is  not  yet  theirs;  another 
c^-sity  of  a'^aval  force,  was  it  becoming  a  great  campaign  is  necessary  to  obtain  it. 
ai  d  powetfpl  nation  like  this  to  leave  the  issue  Has  this  campaign  been  successful?  Where 
di  ubtful,  aril  place  the  conquest  of  the  lake  on  are  your  possessions  in  the  territory  of  the  enemy  ? 
tl  •  hazard  tof  a  die?  The  Administration  is  Point  me  to  a  military  post  you  hold  in  Canada, 
e'  (itied.l  lljink,  to  very  little  praise,  but  to  just  When  you  was  forced  to  abandon  Fort  George 
ai  J  severe  oensure  for  permuting  the  advantage  you  parted  with  your  last  foothold  in  Canada. 
1.;  be  against  us.  The  victory  of  Lake  Erie  was  Under  what  circumstances  did  you  evacuate  Fori 
8'  iod-send"  It  rested  not  on  any  ordinary  cal-  George?  The  enemy  was  approaching  in  force 
c;  jation.       \  '"^o  formidable  to  be  resisted.     Your  commanding 

have  no|  forgotren  the  classical  and  eloquent  officer  had  determined  to  cross  the  Niagara,  and 
arks  which  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  yet  with  cold-blooded  insensibility  he  burnt  New- 
ark, ''  the  loveliest  village  of  the  plain."  If  Gen- 
eral McClure  panted  for  immortality  he  has  ob- 
tained it;  so  did  the  miscreant  who  fired  the 
temple  of  Ephesus.  What  instantly  followed 
the  burning  of  Newark?  The  enemy,  exaspera- 
ted at  this  act  of  wickedness  and  folly,  crossed 
the  Niagara,  took  your  fort,  burnt  your  villages, 
and   devastated 


ra  South^Carolina,  the  chairman  of  the  Naval 
(  j.mmittee,iMr.  Luwndes,)  on  this  subject.  Sir, 
I  ihoul  I  blL*!h  to  tlunk  I  ever  could  forget  them. 
'Jfciey  were  vo  less  creditable  to  their  author  than 
hinorable  u\  this  House  and  the  nation.  Who- 
tjer  shall  attempt  to  add  to  the  im|)ression  which 
■»§ts  then  mjide  on  ihis  House,  must  be  consoled 

V,  ;th  the  rejection,  that  -in  great  attempts  'us  and  devastated  your  country.  1  forbear,  sir,  to 
p  itrious  eV  1  to  fail."  I  shall  not  attempt  it— I  pursue  this  subject;  I  might  forget  the  respect 
s!  luld  only  Impair  It.  The  Administration  ought  due  to  those  high  personag»-s  who  wield  the  des- 
li  t  to  rob  Ibf"  individuals  concerned  of  their  well-  tinies  of  this  nation  :  I  might  be  led  to  violate  the 
e   rned  lauras.     The  conquest  of  Lake  Erie  was    decorum  of  this  House. 

f  ecied  by  ihe  bravery,  the  chivalric  daring  of  Sir,  I  repeat  the  question,  is  this  a  successful 
]'    rry—th*!  (noble  firmness  and  intrepidity  of  the    campaign?     You    have    not   a  foot    of  land    in 

i 


rry — th«!  tnoble  nrmness  anu  inirepiuiiy  ui  mtr    <.^iu|'ai(ju  »      i  uu    nave    um   a  luui    oi    laiiu    lu 
llant  Eliifit.  aided  and  supported  by  the  steady    Canada.     The  naval  superiority  on  Lake  Ontario 


t,  alness  anil 
I  jt  1  must^ 


f 

i*ji 


exertions  of  their  officers  and  crews 
consider  this  Administration  as  an 


is  yet  to  be  determined.     Kingston,  the  key  of  the 
Lakes,  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.     The 


erable  foi  not  providing  a  force  at  least  equal    communication  between  Mi>qtreal  and  the  Lakes 
hat  of  ihfc  enemy 


An  American  commander  is  still  left  open  ;  you  fled  with  precipitation  from 

be   saiis&ecl   to    meet  an    enemy   on   equal  the  enemy;  you    have   not   dared  to  winter    m 

rms — for  {here  is  no  glory  without  danger — and  Canada, 

e  fame  aj^quired  may  be  in  proportion  to  the  No  one  object  of  the  campaign   appears  to  be 
sparity   ol  force.     The  Aduiinistraliou,    how- ,  accomplished ;  and  let  me  tell  you,  that  unless 

er,  is  lic^  justified  in  omitting  to   place  our  the  foolish  project  of  taking  Canada  by  detail  is 
1 
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abandoned,  every  single  step  must  he  taken  again ;  \ 
and  yet  you  will  tell  me  that  your  canipaign  is  | 
sjccessful  I  Will  you  yet  tell  this  nation  that  j 
you  find  a  motive  for  continuing  the  war  in  the  : 
success  which  has  attended  our  arms  !  Success  !  1 
What  were  the  views;  what  the  expectations! 
of  those  who  declared  the  war?  Can  any  one! 
believe  that  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war  I 
the  conquerors  of  Canada  would  have  been  satis-  | 
tied  with  the  present  state  of  things,  a^  the  result  I 
of  the  second  campaign  ?  Nay.  would  they  have  ! 
been  content  with  Kingston  and  Montreal  ?  No,  I 
sir !  they  looked  for  higher  objects,  and  for  nobler  I 
game.  In  anticipation  they  had  already  overrun  ' 
the  Upper  Province;  they  marched  to  the  Plains  : 
of  Abraham,  and  visited  the  tombs  of  Wolf  and  j 
Montgomery.  Think  you  they  would  have  been 
content  with  that  scanty  wreaih  of  glory  which  ] 
had  been  gleaned  at  Maiden,  at  Fort  George,  or  j 
at  Little  York?  No!  they  sought  that  proud 
chaplet  of  laurel,  which  waved  on  the  walls  of  I 
Q,uebec  ;  and  were  not  to  rest  satisfied  till  the 
victorious  talons  rf  the  American  Eagle  were 
planted  m  the  dishevelled  mane  of  that  British  ' 
Lion  which  yet  rampantly  curvets  on  the  top  of' 
"  Cape  Diamond.''  j 

The  whole  conduct  of  the  war  has  tended  to 
disgrace  our  country — depress  the  tone  and  spirit  | 
of  our  army  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  has  in- 
spired the  utmost  confidence  in  the  enemy.    The 
men  who  joined  your  standard  were  promised  a  I 
conquest,  and  have   met  with  defeat.     Many  of; 
the  inhabitants  of   Canada  were  disposed  to  re-  | 
main  neutral ;  they  bad   heard  of  our  resources  ;  I 
they   knew   the   bravery  of  our  people;  we  are  i 
descended   from  the   same  ancestors  with  them-  ! 
selves;  they  dreaded  our  power;   they  did  not  so  ' 
soon  expect  to  see  "Alctdes  beaten  by  his  [age."  I 
The  events  of  the  war  are  calculated  to  have  a  I 
most  serious  efi'eci ;  alter  two  campaigns  you  are  I 
alt(  gether   in   a  worse  situation  than  when  you  | 
began   the   war.     Your   defeats,    your   disasters,  j 
and   your  disgrace,  have  encouraged   the   hearts  I 
and  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Your  ' 
conduct  has  fortified  every  post;  and  when  you 
again  venture   on    Montreal,  you  will  find  every 
pass  to  be  a  Thermo{)yl8e.     The  Canadians  find 
ample  encouragement  in  your  weakness  and  im- 
providence.    They   by  this  time  know  they  are 
not  to  be  annihilated   hy  the  thunders  of  a  proc- 
lamation ;  and   they  believe,  too,  that  the   walls 
of  Quebec  will   not   be  tumbled   into  ruin  by  a 
Presidential  manifesto. 

How  much  money  you  have  wasted,  or  how 
many  brave  men  you  have  sacrificed  in  your 
Canada  operations,  is  more  than  1  can  say  ;  but 
until  you  convince  me  that  this  Administration 
is  more  competent  to  carry  on  this  war  than  I 
think  they  are.  with  my  consent  you  shall  not 
have  a  dollar  or  a  man  more.  This  Adminis- 
tration has  proved  itself  to  be  utterly  weak  and 
incompetent. 

1  come  now  to  speak  of  another  objection  to 
the  bill  on  your  table.  I  cannot  consent  to  give 
you  more  men. 

4.  Because  1  am  utterly  opposed  to  the  princi- 


ples which  have   been  avowed  in  the  progress  of 
this  war. 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  state  that  I  do  not  know 
that  the  known  and  established  usagesof  war  have 
been  violated,  except  in  the  shameful  case  of  burn- 
ing the  village  ot  Newark.  But  intentions  have 
been  avowed  to  which  I  can  never  subscribe. 
The  proclamations  of  Generals  Smyth  and  Hull 
are  a  ^tain  upon  (his  nation.  It  is  not  perhaps 
easy  to  prove  that  they  were  authorized  by  the 
Administration  ;  but  they  have  not  been  disa- 
vowed ;  and  I  think  this  a  fit  occasion  to  exon- 
erate myself  from  any  participation  of  their 
guilt.  I  may  differ  from  honorable  gentlemen 
in  (his  opinion,  and  I  may  be  wrong ;  but  I  da 
think  these  proclamations  deserve  the  severest 
animadversion.  I  intend  to  wash  my  hands  of 
them. 

The  President,  in  his  Message  (o  Congress  of 
November,  1812,  appeals  to  the  feeling  of  the 
nation,  and.  speaking  of  the  Indians,  complains 
"that  the  enemy  has  not  scrupled  to  call  to  hi; 
aid  their  ruthless  ferocity,  armed  with  the  hor- 
rors of  those  instruments  of  carnage  which  are 
known  to  spare  neither  age  nor  sex."  And 
in  his  inaugural  speech  he  says,  that  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  war  on  our  part. ''No  principle  of 
justice  or  honor,  no  usage  of  civilized  nations, 
no  precept  of  courtesy  or  humanity,  have  been 
infringed."  And  again  in  his  Message  at  the 
last  session  he  pointed  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  the  mode  of  warfare  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  enemy.  This  House  appointed  a  com- 
mittee whose  inquiries  were  specially  directed  to 
the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  the  enemy  had 
conducted  the  war.  A  motion  was  made  by  my 
honorable  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Grosve- 
nor)  so  to  alter  the  resolution,  as  that  the  commit- 
tee should  inquire  also  into  the  spirit  and  man- 
ner in  which  hostilities  had  been  prosecuted  on 
our  part.  This  amendment  was  rejected.  The 
committee  then  were  required  to  confine  their 
attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  without 
contrasting  it  with  our  own  ;  and  their  report 
now  on  your  table  is  in  accordance  with  the  res- 
olution under  which  they  acted. 

A  cry  has  been  raised  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other  respecting  the  cruelty  of 
the  savages.  Their  barbarities  and  outrages  hare 
b^en  used  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  enmity  to 
Great  Britain,  and  giving  popularity  to  the  war. 
The  mode  of  warfare  adopted  by  the  Indians  is 
not  to  find  apologists  in  a  civilized  nation  ;  let  it 
not  be  thought  or  said  tha(  I  liere  encourage  or 
palliate  their  brutal  enormities  I  No  man  in  the 
nation  detests  and  abhors  them  more  than  I  do  • 
I  am  not  their  advocate  or  apologist.  Let  us 
attend  to  the  history  of  this  war,  and  see  whe- 
ther we  make  the  charge  with  clean  hands. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  we  declared  the 
war.  and  invaded  Canada  with  a  view  to  obtain 
our  objects  of  Great  Britain.  Every  man  with- 
in its  territorial  limits  was  interested  in  the  event* 
the  white  inhabitants  were  not  the  only  persons 
concerned.  The  Indians  have  a  beneficial  in- 
terest  in  the  Government,  and  many  important 
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riTilegcs  Jinder  i" ;  besides,  they  reap  ihe  lands 
)ey  sow;  ihey  are  the  lords  of  the  soil,  and  it 
juld  not  ij'  expecied  they  would  be  idle  specta- 
»rs  oi  o|p»*xaiions,  having  in  view  to  take  from 
,em  thetr 'privileges,  their  wigwams,  their  coro- 
Llds,  and  aheir  Ituniing  grounds.  Opposition 
^jni  theni'was  to  be  expected;  their  mode  of 
[arfare  waf.  well  known  and  understood;  these 
\\U  haveiJchoed  to  many  solemn  warnings  on 
lat  subject  Thi?^^  Government  knew  that  the 
jvasiun  of(Canada  would  be  the  signal  for  the 
[caahawk  Jind  th«>  scalpin<i  knit'e.  It  became 
t"€i»  invadew  to  beware  !  And  the  defenceless 
i^:jabitants«of  the  frontier  have  a  right  to  de- 
k«.ind  whether  the  points  in  difference  between 
V5J  and  Greijt  Britain  are  of  sufficient  importance 
m  subject  ifcem  to  all  the  horrors  which  attend 
Me  war-w;hi)op  of  the  Indian,  and  the  yell  of  the 
(tieftain.  nesiening  to  the  battle. 
Jj  well  rifrtiember  that,  in  the  Summer  of  1812, 
ajjrtat  conifnotion  wa^*  excited  in  the  part  of  the 
(gantry  whjre  I  live,  in  consequence  of  a  report 
tjat  the  Qrjiish  officers  had  paid  forty  dollars  a 
™?ce  for  soiae  scalps  which  had  been  taken  by 
l^'  Indians^  How  far  this  report  is  entitled  to 
cii'dit.  I  do  jitot  prer^nd  to  say.  But  we  all  know 
tS!»t  the  imijiortal  General  Smyth,  on  the  17th  of 
r'£)verabt'r,  >1812,  (a  few  days  before  he  look 
loada.)  it,  his  proclamation  offered  the  same 
sifp  (forty  Uollars)  '-for  the  spoils  of  each  sav- 
r^\'  warrior:who  shall  be  killed."  I  said  it  was 
a|lew  day.  jbefore  lie  look  Canada  I  I  beg  par- 
«j),  upon  r»flecliot5. 1  think  he  did  not  take  Can- 
(Aii.  Our  lirave  and  enterprising  sailors  and  sul- 
A-rs,  after  an  obstinate  contest  in  which  many 
fjthem  liis^  their  I<ves,  had  indeed  prepared  the 
\y^y — they  ^ad  swept  the  British  shore — no  ene- 
t)|y  appeareil  in  sight;  the  hostile  cannon  had  f«r- 
^ten  10  ih-inder;  the  gallant  and  manly  spirit 
^Brock  hid  ascended  to  the  hand  of  Him  who 
■  ive  it;  evf-ry  obstacle  was  removed.  But  there 
IS  a  priva;e  soldier  in  the  garrison  at  Fort  Erie,  I 
whom  tite  living  Bard  ol  Scotland  mighl  say  > 
ilh  truih4- 

"Onqj  blast  ujwn  his  bugle  horn 
Wait  worth  a  thousand  men." 

suunded  i  Though  mellowed  by  distance,  it 
It'Ut  wiihia  voice  of  thunder  to  the  recreant 
part  of  thj-  boasttr — 

^  "  T'at*  god  tli.l  shake, 

<  Hisicowrard  lips  did  from  their  color  fly." 

Jhe  expedSion  wa??  abandoned;  the  indignant 
.•Idiers  rvtjred  to  winter  quarters,  and  Smyth 
\^s  "  daioi|ed  to  everlasting  fame." 

Smyth  cjime  lo  the  frontier  with  honeyed  ac- 

rnis,  and  |tie  fairt'st  professions.     He  came  ''to 

xnquer,"  tri  be  sure,  but  it  was  "  to  save."     The 

(my  whic|i  he  commanded  was  collected  from 

lotives  ofthumanity  ;  he  himself  was  actuated 

the  kioifest  and   tenderest  feelings  of  the  hu- 

[at>   heaftj;  he   came    to   conquer  out   of  mere 

[impassiorf  I     He  would  not  suffer  his  ••  ungath- 

led   laurelt"  (they  are  still   ungathered)  "  lo  be 

ruthless  deeds ;"  he  would  '"  not  im- 

cers  of  the  British  King  ;"  he  would 
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not  pay  forty  dollars  for  a  white  man'>>  scalp; 
not  he!  Humanity  forbade  it!  He  only  pro- 
claimed a  bounty  of  forty  dollars  for  a  dead  red 
man's  spoils  I  To  requote  his  own  quotation. 
•  Shame  where  is  thy  blush  !"  I  will  now  state 
the  ground  on  whicD  I  think  there  is  reason  to 
believe  the  Administration  authorized  the  proc- 
lamation of  Smyth.  He  offered  in  that  procla- 
mation a  bounty  of  $200  for  a  horse,  and  $40 
for  the  spoils  of  a  dead  Indian.  It  is  not  lo  be 
presumed  that  he  was  to  pay  this  bounty  Irom 
his  own  pocket;  it  is  more  reasonable  lo  sup- 
pose it  was  to  be  paid  by  ihe  Government.  I 
think,  too,  there  are  strong  grounds  to  believe 
they  were  privy  to  the  proclamation  issued  by 
General  Hull.  By  the  Message  of  the  4th  of 
November.  1812,  the  President  informs  us  that 
General  Hull  wa>  sent  to  Detroit  with  a  general 
view  to  security,  and  ••  in  the  event  of  war  to 
such  operations  as  would  intercept  the  hostile 
operations  of  Great  Britain  over  the  savages,'' 
<$c.c.,  and  that  he  was  cloiheJ  with  "  discretionary 
authority  to  act  offensively."  These  extracts 
are  sufficient  to  justify  an  opinion,  that  whatever 
General  Hull  did  with  respect  to  the  savages, 
was  done  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions.  Gen- 
eral Hull  invaded  Canada,  and  on  the  12th  of 
July.  1312,  (about  twenty  days  after  the  declara- 
tion of  war.)  issues  his  memorable  "•  proclama- 
tion ;"  which,  extraordinary  as  it  is,  has  not 
failed  in  having  admirers,  who  have  repeated, 
and  puffed,  and  praised  it  in  no  ordinary  term:>  of 
commendation.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  seen 
in  it  much  to  blame,  much  to  detest,  much  to 
abhor,  but  little  indeed  to  admire ;  and  I  do  think 
that  those  who  authorized,  or  who  have  tacitly 
sanctioned  this  proclamation,  ought  not  to  claim 
much  humanity  for  themselves,  or  clamor  about 
the  want  of  it  in  others  ;  it  is  a  stain  ou  the  mag- 
nanimity, no  less  than  the  humanity  of  this 
country  ;  it  boasted  of  our  giant  strength,  and 
that  we  meant  •'  to  use  it  like  a  giant."  It  avows 
principles  and  intentions  which  might  well  be- 
come a  rubber  and  a  bandit,  but  which  are  alto- 
gether disreputable  to  tiie  public  forces  of  a  great, 
powerful,  and  independent  nation  ;  principles  and 
intentions  which  would  have  been  acted  upon 
by  ••  the  old  man  of  the  mountains,"  the  chief  of 
the  assassins,  but  which  are  utterly  disgraceful 
lo  a  modern  commander. 

I  have  already  noticed  the  policy  of  this  proc- 
lamation. SQ  far  as  it  was  calculated  to  unite  the 
enemy,  and  bring  their  utmost  exertions  to  bear 
against  us.  It  may  be  worth  while  to  look  it  its 
probable  effects  on  our  own  army.  The  soldiers 
with  us  are  emphatically  citizens  ;  they  enlist  for 
short  periods,  at  the  expiration  of  which  they 
return  again  to  the  mass  of  the  people.  Under 
such  circumstances,  can  it  be  policy  lo  excite 
them  lo  acts  of  ferocity  and  barbarity  ?  Let  our 
soldiers  be  taught  "all  that  Saracen  or  Christian 
know  of  war's  vast  art ;"'  let  them  tight  like  lions  ; 
let  them  also  imitate  the  lion's  generosity  and 
magnanimity  ;  he  preys  not  on  carcasses.  Let 
them  wing  an  eagle  flight  for  fame  ;  but  let  ihem 
remember  -the  eagle  suffers  the  lillle  birds  to 
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sing" — let  them  feel  like  men.  If  the  sentiments 
of  this  proclamation  are  publicly  avowed  by  the 
Administration  and  proclaimed  by  our  Generals, 
the  Army  will  lose  bight  of  every  generous  and 
magnanimous  feeling;  ihe  camp  become  the 
grave  of  every  noble  passion;  and  the  soldier  re- 
turning lo  his  situation  as  a  citizen,  instead  of 
sitting  down  tjuiet,  peaceable,  and  contented,  will 
be  restive  and  impatient  under  the  wholesome 
checks  and  restraints  of  civil  life. 

What   were   the  circumstances   under   which  ' 
this   proclamation  was   issued  i     The  Canadians 
and  Indians  had  the  misfortune  to  inhabit  a  ter-  . 
ritory  subject  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  they 
were  not   the   authors  of  the  war;  they  had   not  \ 
infringed  our  maritime  rights;  touching  thecauses 
of  ihe  war,   individually    and   collectively,  they 
were  innocent  and  unoffending.    Canada  was  not 
the  object  of  the  war,  it  was  the  means  of  com- 
pelling Great  Britain    to  accede   to   our  terras  of 
accommudation.     When   provinces  are  invaded, 
in  consequence  of  aggressions  received  from  the  , 
parent  State,  it  is  certainly  reasonable  that  they 
should    be    treated    with    the    utmost    humanity 
known  to  modern  warfare.     I  think,  too,  it  may 
be  well   to  consider   how  far  an  invading  army  ' 
can    rea>onably   complain  of  the   defence   which 
the    people   invaded    make    in    protecting    their 
lives,    their    families,    their    property,   and    their  ' 
institutions.     We  were   the   invaders;  we  went 
to  seek  them,  they  did  not  come   to  seek  us;  and 
in   the   proclamation   itself,  General    Hull   states 
that  he  '"comes  to  find  enemies."    He  vauniing- 
ly  tells  them  that  the  standard  of  his  army  "  waves 
oyer  the  territory  of  Canada,"  that  he  has  a  force  , 
sufficient    '"10  look    down   all   opposition."     He  i 
proposes  lo  emancipate  them,  against   their  will,  i 
''from  tyranny  and  oppression;"  and,  in  spite  of 
their  reluctance,  to  give  them  "the  blessings  of  I 
civil  and  religious  liberty."    To  whom  were  these 
professions  made  ?     To  the  inhabitants  of  Can-  I 
ada — white  men  and   Indians.     The  Indians  are  i 
a  constituent,  efficient  and  numerous  part  of  the  ' 
inhabitants  of  Canada.    It  was  well   known,  too,  \ 
that,  with   others,  they  had    embodied,  for   the  ^ 
common   defence,  lo  repel   the  invasion  of  their 
country.     And    yet    these    ''inhabitants."    these 
while  men  and   Indians,  are  told,  if  the  savages  ' 
pursue   their  known    and   accustomed    mode  of 
warfare,  "this  war  will  be  a  war  of  exierraina- 
tioo."     Again:    ''the  first  stroke  of   the   toma- j 
hawk,  the  first   attempt  with  the  scalping  knife, 
will  be  the  signal  for  one  indiscriminate  scene  of 
desolation.    No  white  man.  found  fighting  by  the 
side  of  an  Indian,  will  betaken  prisoner — instant  i 
destruction  will  be  his  lot."     Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that,  at  the  time  these  barbarous  and  pre- 
sumptuous  threats   were   published,  it  was  well  I 
known   the   Indians   were    prepared,  and  would 
lake  part  in  the  war  ;  not  lo  commit  depredations 
on  us.  but  to  defend  themselves ;  not  lo  conquer 
our  territory,  but  to  defend  their  own.  The  threat,  ! 
then,  was  conditional    in   form,  but  peremptory 
and  unconditional  in  fact.     The  first  instance  of ' 
Indian   warfare,  (which  was  well   known   would 
immediately  follow  the  hostile  acts  of  our  invad- 


ing army.)  was  to  be  ''the  signal  for  one  indis- 
criminate scene  of  desolation."  No  age  shall 
protect  ;  no  sex  shall  awe ;  no  condition  shall 
avail  ;  all,  all  shall  be  swallowed  up  "  in  one  in- 
discriminate scene  of  desolation."  Asain  :  If  a 
white  inhabitant  of  Canada  "  be  found  fighting 
by  the  side  of  an  Indian  inhabitant,"  which  was 
well  known  must  be  the  case.  '"  he  shall  not  be 
taken  prisoner ;"'  all  the  usages  of  modern  war- 
fare shall  be  violated;  in  vain  shall  he  sue  for 
mercy  ;  in  vain  shall  he  bend  his  knee  or  lift  bis 
supplicating  hand  for  quarter ;  "  instant  destruc- 
tion will  be  his  lot."  Again  :  If  the  Indians  were 
employed,  (if  I  it  was  well  known  they  were  al- 
ready employed,)  "  this  will  be  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation." 

Gracious  Heaven  !  Are  these  the  sentiments 
of  a  civilized  nation?  Are  maxims  like  these 
tolerated  in  an  enlightened  age,  and  in  a  Chris- 
tian country  ?  The  laws  of  nations  does,  indeed, 
permit  you  lo  "cry  havoc,  and  let  slip  the  do^s 
of  war."  Bui  what  circumstances  can  justify 
an  invading  enemy,  in  entering  a  foreign  terri- 
tory, breathing  out  "  indiscriminate  desolation," 
•' instant  destruction."  and  "extermination?"  If 
these  are  the  principles  on  which  this  war  is 
lo  be  conducted,  shall  we  be  called  "  moral  trai- 
tors," if  we  do  not  afford  it  voluntary  aid  and 
assistance?  I  must.  I  will  oppose  it;  I  can  hope 
for  mercy  only  as  I  oppose  it.  Let  others  do 
as  they  please,  I  dare  not  support  it;  I  dare  not, 
as  I  regard  my  peace  on  earth  ;  as  I  respect  my 
hopes  of  heaven,  I  dare  not. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  taxed  the  patience  of  the 
House  much  more  severely  than  I  had  intended. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  because  1  am  opposed 
to  the  war;  because  we  have  not  the  informa- 
tion necessary  lo  a  full  conviction  of  the  neces- 
sity of  raising  men  at  the  enormous  expense  con- 
templated ;  because  I  think  this  Administration 
utterly  incompetent  lo  conduct  the  war  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue;  and  because  I  abhor  and  detest  the 
principles  which  have  been  proclaimed  in  its 
progress,  which  principles  I  think  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  believe  have  been  authorized,  or 
sanctioned  at  least,  by  our  Administration.  In 
discussing  this  subject,  I  have  spoken  with  that 
plainness  which  I  thought  was  demanded  by  the 
occasion.  I  hope  I  have  not  discovered  a  want 
of  respect  to  those  who  differ  from  me  in  opinion. 
If  I  have  ''  nothing  extenuated,"  certainly  I  have 
not  '"set  down  aught  in  malice.''  Permit  me, 
sir,  lo  express  a  hope,  that  what  I  have  said  at  this 
lime  will  not  subject  me  to  be  denounced  as  a 
"moral  traitor"  by  any  honorable  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  With  the  definition 
I  have  given,  there  is  no  harm  in  it ;  but  the  term 
is  reproachful,  and  must  be  resisted.  In  discus- 
sions here,  it  will  always  be  my  pleasure  and  my 
pride  to  do  justice  to  the  motives,  and  lo  respec  t 
the  feelings  of  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  I  claim  the  same  justice  and 
respect  for  myself.  I  repeal  it,  I  hope  no  hon- 
orable gentleman  will  apply  that  epithet  lo  me. 
Like  every  member  of  this  House,  I  stand  here 
on  the  Constitution  and  the  law  ;  like  other  hon- 
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ferable  grrilemen.  I  stand   here  on   my  personal  |  souri   Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 


constituents 


ftesnonsrhljty.  The  rights  of  my 
Vwifl  not,  1^  hope.  i)e  abandoned  ;  and  as  to  my 
3per>'0nal  riii^hts.  1  shall  try  to  do  without  a  prompt- 
er. If  a  tinje  shall  ever  arrive  when  I  shall  dis- 
}ruH  (he  strength  of  my  nerves  to  meet  any  oc- 
asjon  whirh  may  be  presented  in  defence  of  my 
wfi  rights- or  these  of  my  constituents,  I  shall 
^0  home  td  them.  and.  resigning  the  honor  they 
Jave  conf<  rred  on   me,  shall   tell  them  frankly 


I 


amendments,  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Atfairs  be  m-^rructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  continuing  in  force,  during  the  war,  the 
several  acts  of  Congress  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  com- 
panies of  rangers,  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 


hat  I  am  i|ot  the  man  to  serve  them  in  wayward     tier  of  the  United  States  ; 

And,  also,  to  make  provision. 


m<s  like  these.    But.  so  long  as  I  retain  my  seat 
eri?.  I  wll    do  my  dutv,  '"  peaceably  if  I  can,  for- 
lib(y  if  I  n)ust."  i 

When  \^.  Miller  had  concluded,  the  previous 
utistion  v*as  required,  which  precludes  further 
ebiace.  »n)l  decided  thus: — For  the  previous 
uestion  li%  against  it  OS. 

I  The  raaiji  question  was  then  put — "  Shall  the  | 
"llill  pass  .?"iand  detided  as  follows: 

J  YtAs — iVIJ'Sfirs.  .Alexander,   Alston,  Andcraon,    Ar- 

ej,  AveryJ  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
froivn,  Burtvell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves, 

laik,  Clop'ijn,  Conjstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
iin,Crouchi  Dawsoji,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earic,  Eppes, 
Evfjns,  Fint^ey,  FisK  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
'oriiey,  Foi/iyth,  Fianklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gour- 
in,  Griffin.  :»rundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawcs, 

ubbard,  Itumphrevs,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
am,  Jacksi'n  of  Viiginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
edy,   Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,    Kershaw,    Kilbourn, 

effprts,  Lo-wndes,  Lylc,  Macon,  McCoy,  AMcKee, 
IcKim.  .Mc'i^ean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Ncl- 

n,  Ncwt)ii,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasanta,  Rca 
Ponn8yi>Jtnu,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,    Rich.  Ringgold, 

oanc,  Rol/.;rt«,  Hpbertson,  ^age,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
harp,  8kniVcr,  JSmrth  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
mia,Tann^hill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  L'dree,  Ward 
f  New  Je^ey,  W  hitehUl,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Vright,  aU'/  Yancey — ^7. 
y  Nats — Vessra.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
V  irginia,  B^^elow.   Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caper- 

Jon,  Chamjion,  Cilley.  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Ua- 
cnport,  bayu  of  M*8sachu8ettj»,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston, 
ieddes,  C|r;>8venor, .  Hale,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
ala^id,  K^rtt  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
>aw,  Lewis-,  Lovett,  Markell.  .Milli-r,  Motfit,  Moseley, 
•  akiey,  P.-iQ-son,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John 


V^rd  of  .Mtssdchu^etts,  Webster,   Whealon,  Wilcox, 
V'ilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter — 58. 

Ordered^  That  the  title   be,  "Aq   act  making 
*unher  prt^vision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regu- 
ir  army.  Encouraging  enlistments,  and   author- 
ing ihe  rif-enlistmeni.  for  longer  periods,  of  men 
hose  lert.is  of  service  are  about  to  expire." 
And  on  ^uoliun.  the  House  adjouroeil  until  tu- 
<.iorrow.    \  ; 


J  i    Satl'Rdav,  January  15. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
;hal  the  .ftnate  have  passed  the  bill  *•  for  the 
ippointrnt^l  of  an  additional  Judge  for  the  Mis- 


by  law,  for  giv- 
mg  a  bounty  in  money  and  lands  to  those  who 
shall  engage  for.  and  continue  in.  said  service, 
until  duly  discharged  therefrom,  and  a  like  boun- 
ty in  money  or  lands  to  the  heirs  and  represent- 
atives of  those  who  have  been  or  may  be  killed 
in  action,  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates; 

And.  also,  to  provide  by  law  for  making  com- 
pensation to  said  rangers  for  any  damages  sus- 
tained while  in  actual  service,  by  loss  of  horses 
or  equipments,  without  any  fault  or  negligence 
on  their  part  ; 

And,  also,  to  provide  by  law  for  organizing  the 
said  companies  of  rangers  into  battalion^,  squad- 
rons, or  regiments,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
field  and  staff  officers  for  the  same. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Creighto.n  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  that  part  of  the 
President's  .Message  which  relates  to  a  revision  of  the 

militia  system,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice 
and  expediency  of  providing  tiy  law  for  the  payment 
of  militia  ordered  into  public  tcrvice  by  the  authority 
of  the  States  and  Territories,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  othcrwiae. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  OD 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLea.n, 

Hesolced,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Militia 
Laws  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  provision  by  law  for  the  relief  of 
the  familicH  of  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  in  the  militia  or  volunteer  corps  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  been  slain  by  the  ene- 
my, or  have  died  in  the  service  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war  ;  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Clason,  was  twice  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Newton,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  with  a  view  to  include  in  it 
other  cases  of  a  <<imilar  character. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
of  Joshua  Sands,  late  Collector  of  tiie  Customs 
for  the  port  of  New  York,  praying,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition,  that  the  certificates  of  de- 
bentures issued  by  him  on  exportations  of  foreign 
merchandise  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  at  that 
time  under  the  dominion  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
may  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
Treasury. 

Ordered,  That  said  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 
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ADVANCES  OF  MONEY  BY  STATES.         I 

Mr.  Ehpes,  of  Virginia,  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact,  that  during  the  last  year 
8382,000  had  been  advanced  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  defray  the  expense  of  measures  taken 
for  the  defence  of  that  State ;  the  claim  for  pay- 
ment of  which  had,  for  some  cause  or  other,  been 
rejected  by  the  Treasury,  though  unquestionably 
advanced  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  time  tha*.  the  question  should  be  decided, 
on  what  ground  such  advances  should  stand  ;  and 
the  more  expecially  as  Virginia  might  be  called 
upon  atthe  ensuing  season  to  make  other  advan- 
ces perhaps  to  the  same  amount — which  sums, 
having  no  dormant  funds,  it  was  well  known  she 
was  ol)liged  to  borrow  for  the  purpose  on  her 
own  responsibility.  In  order  to  bring  this  ques- 
tion before  the  House  in  such  a  manner  that  it 
might  be  correctly  understood.  Mr.  E.  moved 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  report  on  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  for  moneys  advanced  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Stales  to  the  detachments  of  militia  ;  dis- 
tinguishing such  claims  as  under  existing  laws  can  be 
settled,  and  distinguishing  also  such  claims  as  cannot 
be  adjusted  and  settled  without  the  intervention  of 
legislative  provision. 

This  resolution  was  so  amended,  on  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Macon,  as  to  include  a  general  inquiry  as 
to  advances  made  by  any  State;  although  Mr. 
Eppe.s  and  Mr.  Birwell  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  advances  made  by  other 
States  did  not  stand  on  the  same  footing  as  those 
of  Virginia,  which  had  considerably  advanced  in 
a  train  of  settlement  before  they  were  rejected. 

The  resolution  having  been  further  amended, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hempihli..  so  as  to 
include  the  Territories  as  well  as  States,  was 
agreed  to. 

EXTENSION  OF  ENLISTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill,  sent  to  this  House  from  the 
Senate,  '•  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
'  Slates  to  cause  certain  regiments  therein  men- 
'  tioned  to  be  enlisted  for  five  years,  or  during  the 
'  war," 

Mr.  Troup  made  a  few  observations  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  the  passage  of  which  became  al- 
most a  matter  of  course  after  the  passage  of  the 
bill  yesterday.  He  adverted  to  the  debate  of  yes- 
terday, then  so  unseasonable,  and  made  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  idea  then  advanced  by  gentlemen 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House,  of  a  distinction 
between  defensive  and  offensive  force,  which  he 
deemed  preposterous  and  untenable. 

Mr.  RoBEHTisoN,  of  Louisiana,  said,  he  rose  to 
move  an  amendment.  The  object  of  the  bill  is 
to  encourage  enlK«.lments  in  the  Army.  It  offers 
a  large  bounty,  and  gives  the  option  of  engaging 
for  five  years  or  during  the  war ;  but  the  recruit 
might  not  be  willing  to  serve  for  five  years,  be- 
cause the  war  migltl  not  continue  so  long;  and 
he  might  object   to  enlist  for  the  war,  as  there 


was  a  probability  of  its  continuing  longer.  To 
obviate  these  difficulties  he  would  move  to  strike 
out  the  words,  ''or  during  the  war.''  and  insert, 
••  if  the  war  shall  so  long  continue."  Thus,  in- 
stead of  being  called  on  to  elect  either  of  the  al- 
ternatives of  the  bill,  individuals  would  press 
forward  with  alacrity  to  till  up  the  ranks  of  the 
Army,  when  they  perceived  that  the  term  of  their 
service  was  limited  to  five  years,  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  if  peace  was  restored  they  would  be 
entitled  to  their  discharge.  He  would  use  no  ar- 
gument to  show  that  a  preference  was  due  to  the 
plan  he  had  the  honor  to  submit.  He  believed 
there  would  be  but  one  opinion  on  the  subject, 
especially  when  it  was  on  all  hands  admitted  that 
we  had  men  enough  already  enlisted  for  five  years 
for  all  the  purposes  of  a  peace  establishment,  and 
that  in  no  event,  on  disbanding  the  Army,  couid 
there  be  any  difficulty  on  that  score. 

Whilst  up.  without  however  having  previously 
intended  it,  he  would  concisely  reply  to  some  of 
the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hamp- 
shire and  New  York.  (.Messrs.  Webster  and  Mil- 
ler.) He  would  confine  himself  to  pointing  out 
some  of  their  palpable  inconsistencies — but.  before 
proceeding  to  do  so,  he  felt  himself  impelled  to 
notice  the  very  extraordinary  proposition  of  one 
of  the  representatives  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shep- 
FEY.)  That  gentleman  has  gravely  proposed, 
that  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  raised  and 
to  be  raised,  should  be  employed  only  on  the  de- 
fensive— however  fair  the  opportunity  of  striking 
a  decisive  blow,  of  retaliating  the  invasion  of  the 
enemy,  the  line  was  to  be  to  us.  and  to  us  alone, 
an  impassable  barrier.  A  scheme  of  this  kind 
excited  ins  astonishment  and  indignation,  and  he 
hesitated  not  to  say.  that  a  proposition  more 
fraught  with  mischief,  more  parricidal  in  its  na- 
ture, was  never  in  any  age  or  any  country  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  a  government.  The 
records  of  time,  and  the  annals  of  history  might 
be  searched  in  vain  for  its  parallel — it  was  cal- 
culated to  humble  and  debase  the  nation,  and 
worse,  if  worse  could  be.  It  was  to  .say  to  the 
enemy,  your  own  territory  is  safe,  your  forces  are 
unnecessary  for  defence,  we  invite  you  to  make 
a  descent  upon  our  seacoast,  there  to  riot  in  spoil 
and  devastation.  But  he  would  spend  no  more 
time  upon  it,  it  had  met  its  well-deserved  doom — 
it  had  been  rejected,  it  had  met  the  disapproba- 
tion of  all  those  not  united  in  systematic  opposi- 
tion to  their  own  Government. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire has  denounced  the  majority  for  having  as- 
serted from  time  to  time,  ihat  the  force  of  the 
country  was  sufficient  for  the  speedy  conquest  of 
the  British  possessions  in  North  America.  Yet 
he  tells  us.  when  it  is  necessary  to  answer  anoth- 
er purpose,  that  the  Eastern  States,  nay  the  dis- 
trict which  he  represents,  could  conquer  Canada 
in  a  month.  It  is  false  and  absurd  to  suppose 
that  the  United  States  can  subdue  Canada — but 
it  is  true  that  a  district  of  New  Hampshire  can. 
These  opinions  are  contradictory  and  inconsist- 
ent— but  if  the  one  be  false  and  ridiculous,  how 
much  more  so  is  the  other  ? 
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i    But.  scy^s  the  hcincrable  gentleman,  public  opin-  i 
»on  is  agaitist  you;  it   is  that  which  counteracts  ' 
>yoyr  optT^ioos  ;  it  is  that  which  is  necessary  to  ' 
wour  succtis.     Wiiihoui  denying  the  correctness  i 
i)f  the  priilciple.  Ije  would  ask  what  better  crite- 
tion    for   »icertaitiing    public    opinion    could    be  ! 
I^dopted.  tUan  the. opinions  ot  this  House?    How  ' 
fchall  we  l<iarn  wijh  more  truth  the  sentiment  of  I 
Ihc  peoplei  than  t^irough   their  immediate  repre-  I 
^iCDtativesf     What  other  mode  is  pointed  out  bv 
«bt  laws  c';  the  Constitution  ? 
/    Uul   to  >xcuse  or  to  extenuate  the   improper 
^oyrse  of  the   minority,   the  gentleman   invokes 
5he  practifje  of  the  Parliament  of  Britain — cites 
^he  example  of  Chatham,  Fox  and  Barre  ;  and 
Isays,  witKno  little  self-complacency,  that  it  was 
,«oo(  the  ofl)osition.  but  the  manner  of  it  that  ex- 
iiled   the  ^nsibility   of  venal  majorities  ;  it  was 
Ah?  splendid  eloquence  and  keen  sarcasm  of  these 
^mhiortal  i^nen  which   rendered  it  necessary    to 
j;hr.rge  on  ;(hem  aU   the   misfortunes,  follies,  and 
i^rimes  of  /^dmini^-tration.    Mr.  R.  would  remark. 
Ahat  the  loajority  of  Parliament  were,   in  some 
Vjoanner.  c|mpen:^ated  lor  the  opposition  of  their 
4respectabU  adversaries,  by  that   very  oratory  so 
jJeservedlW  the   theme  of  universal  admiration. 
.jHe  doubled  if  the  majority  of  Congress  had  any 
4?uch  cons()laiioa  ;  he  very  much  doubted  if  this 
Iminority  Ifad  any  claim   to  rank  with  their  iraa- 
J^ined   prototypes  ;  they  no  more   displayed  their 
Ttalents  or  'milated  their  patriotism,  than  did  the 
^Governmitnt  here,  the  bribed  and  corrupt  and  ty- 
-"rannical  r|ler*  of  that  country,  the  object  of  its 
atred. 

IS  often  held  on  this  6oor,  (said 
^iainst  which  he  would  never  cease  to 
llowever  adverse  from  the  spirit  of  our 
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low 
onstituiii|n,  however  ruinous  to  its  principles. 
It  was  coojenien'.  to  the  minority  to  arrogate  to 
ihemselve(  that  virtue  which  necessarily  belongs 
lo  opposiiiiin  to  despotic  institutions  ;  but  it  isab- 
•  urd  to  infir,  it  was  false  to  say.  that  in  a  republic 
[he  minonjv  were,  either  in  regard  to  morality  or 
(Xjlitics,  tr'iitled  to  peculiar  consideration.  Un- 
lier  other  ft>rms  of  government,  minorities  were 
ight ;  io  rypreseujative  republics,  from  the  nature 
)1  things,  Ihey  were  generally  wrong. 

The  hoiiirable  )»entletnan,  going  back  to  a  pe- 
iod  anterirr  to  our   Revolution,  tells  us  that  the 
>eople  of  ijlie  Colonies  resisted    Britain,  because 
he  Minister,  under  pretence  of  regulating  com- 
nerce.  designed  tu  work  his  hand  into  their  pock- 
ets.    Are  (he   measures  of  our  Government  cal- 
j|:ulated  to  (produce  any  such    effect?     Does  the 
tlimiiiutioii  of  our  commerce  enrich  our  treasury' 
.ipVre  not  thfe  interests  of  the  Government  and  the 
*)eople  of  ijie  United  Stales  the  same  ?     Is  it  not 
^lear  thai  it  was  to  counteract  a  second  attempt 
like  that  yto  resi^^t  which  was  once  so  glorious) 
•)y  Englaiil.  to  put  her  hands  intoour  pockets,  to 
raise  a  revenue  from  our  trade,  by  demanding  toll 
and  tribui.f  tor  permission  to  navigate  the  ocean, 
!ihat    gave^  rise    to  the   restrictive   system,    and 
Drought  uyon  u<:    the   present  war  ?     Does  it  be- 
iloug  to  pa|riotism  or   common  sen>e.  at  one  and 
the  same  *ime  to  oppose  both  measures  that  are 


i 


oppressive,  and   those   that  are  adopted  to  coun- 
teract them  ? 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  reprobated  and 
ridiculed  any  attack  on  Canada;  it  is  idle,  it  is 
Quixotic.  In  such  an  attempt,  the  United  States 
waste  blood  and  treasure  in  vain — in  vain  you 
send  forth  your  armies — you  cannot  prevail.  But, 
.says  the  honorable  gentleman,  turn  your  atten- 
tion exclusively  to  the  ocean,  there  a  field  pre- 
sents itself  for  rational  effort  and  enterprise.  It 
is  chimerical  to  think  of  conquering  Canada  ;  but 
it  IS  wi."»e  to  assail  the  British  navy.  With  mil- 
lions of  inhabitants  we  can  make  no  impression 
on  a  distant  and  feeble  colony  of  the  enemy  ;  but 
with  fair  hopes  we  may  dare  their  navy  lo  the 
combat — a  dozen  armed  vessels  may  encounter 
one  thousand ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gallant  achievements  of  our 
navy  entitle  it  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of 
the  country  ;  it  reflects  glory  on  the  Government 
under  which  It  acts;  it  has  redeemed  the  wounded 
honor  of  the  nation,  and  well  may  we  rejoice,  for 
great  must  have  been  its  exploits,  to  have  created 
an  enthusiam  which  unites  in  its  praise  our  other- 
wise divided  and  distracted  community. 

We  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  that 
he  is  prepared  to  vote  for  defensive  measures,  un- 
der certain  limitations,  and  necessary  reserva- 
tions— offensive  war  is  criminal  and  unjust  ;  but 
he  forgets  that  he  has  himself  advised  us  to  as- 
sail, in  every  possible  way,  the  fleet  of  our  enemy. 
Is  not  this  offensive  war ;  and  does  morality  make 
a  difference  between  discharging  a  broadside 
against  a  frigate  and  bombarding  the  walls  of 
Quebec  ?  h  it  murderous  to  kill  an  Englishman 
in  Canada,  and  honorable  to  do  so  at  .sea?  To 
term  the  war  offensive  is  a  mere  pretext  for  the 
shameless  abandonment  of  every  duty — that  the 
troops  lo  be  raised  are  not  lo  be  employed  for  de- 
fence ;  that  our  own  territory  is  to  be  invaded 
and  ravaged  by  an  unopposed  foe,  is  an  assump- 
tion the  most  extraordinary  and  preposterous. 
The  minority  do  not  believe  it ;  it  is  not  believed 
by  one  man  in  the  nation.  But  this  idea,  flimsy 
as  it  is,  is  the  only  plea  for  a  dissolution  of  obli- 
gations, in  all  countries  and  in  all  ages  hereto- 
fore held  sacred.  But  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  aid  in  protecting  the  country  only  after  every 
effort  to  obtain  a  peace  shall  fail ;  and  even  then, 
not  unle»s  the  mode  of  defence  shall  be  such  as  to 
meet  his  approbation.  The  truth  is.  the  aid  of 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs  will  not  be  afforded. 
If  the  time  could  ever  arrive  when  their  assist- 
ance might  be  expected,  one  would  suppose  that 
when  an  invasion  was  not  only  threatened,  but 
actually  effected,  it  would  not  be  withheld. — 
Whilst  we  listen  to  declarations  of  their  willing- 
ness to  siiield  their  native  land  from  the  profana- 
tion of  a  hostile  tread,  the  fact  occurs.  Do  they 
unite  with  their  Government?  No,  they  coldly 
and  obstinately  refuse  all  co-operation.  The  en- 
emy might  be  driven  back,  pursued,  and.  contrary 
to  their  principles,  conquered  without  the  bounds 
of  our  dominion. 

I  shall  now,  said  Mr.  R.,  proceed  to  notice  some 
of  the  observations  which  fell  from  the  honorable 
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gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Miller.)  during 
his  long  and  desultory  oration.  The  gentleman 
abruptly  lays  open  his  course,  and  states  his  views, 
the  result  no  doubt  of  much  mature  deliberation, 
of  profound  thought,  and  deep  investigation.  He 
tells  us  what  we  have  so  often  heard  before, 
and  might  therefore  have  expected,  that  be  is 
resolutely  determined  to  vote  for  no  measures 
except  those  of  a  defensive  character.  As  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
SHErFEY)  had  been  already  submitted  and  re- 
jected, it  was  vain  and  nugatory  again  to  bring 
up  the  question. 

The  gentleman  gives  us  much  hackneyed  de- 
tail and  common-place  remark  on  the  blunders 
and  disasters  of  the  late  campaign,  and  after  pour- 
ing out  from  an  apparently  inexhaustible  store 
all  the  knowledge  in  the  world,  complains  of  a 
want  of  information.  There  seemed  to  be  no  in- 
formation on  the  subject  which  he  did  not  pos- 
sess; but,  if  there  was.  it  could  be  of  no  conse- 
quence to  him,  for  he  has  given  us  to  understand 
that  under  all  possible  circumstances  his  vote  will 
be  the  same.  The  honorable  gentleman  hasoneall- 
suflicient  reason  for  opposing  the  measures  of  the 
Government,  namely,  he  chooses  to  do  so.  He 
therefore  enters  very  superfluously  into  an  enu- 
meration of  his  objections,  but  says  he  does  not 
know  in  what  school  of  logic  it  will  be  objected  to 
here,  that  he  has  given  more  than  one  good  rea- 
son for  his  opinions.  Mr.  R.  would  by  no  means 
admit  that  he  had  given  one.  After  various  spe- 
cifications, loo  unimportant  for  comment,  the 
honorable  gentleman  very  unceremoniously  de- 
nounces the  Administration  as  feeble  and  incom- 
petent. Mr.  R.  said  it  struck  him  that  there  was 
something  presumptuous  in  this  accusation.  The 
Administration  was  composed  of  men  who  were 
deemed  by  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens to  possess  some  little  claim  to  talent; 
ihey  were  not  thought  to  be  utterly  destitute  of 
understanding  and  intelligence.  But  the  meas- 
ures which  so  much  offt-nd  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, which  meet  with  his  high  displeasure,  are 
the  measures  of  Congress,  of  the  Legislature,  not 
of  the  Executive.  Tlieir  folly,  and  weakness, 
and  wickedness,  are  chargeable  to  the  majority 
of  the  House  here  present.  He  would  say  noth- 
ing of  the  deep  sense  of  obligation  which  would 
be  felt  by  his  political  friends  when  thus  politely 
greeted  ;  nor  would  he  make  any  comment  ou 
the  modesty  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  nor  express  surprise  at  the  tenor  of 
his  remarks,  for  he  felt  none  when  he  recollected 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  belonged  to  thai 
parly  which  possesses,  undeniably  and  exclu- 
sively, all  ihe  wealth,  alt  the  virtue,  and  all  the 
talents,  of  the  country.  But,  amidst  the  terror 
which  he  spread  through  the  Republican  ranks, 
the  Secretary  of  War  is  not  only  suffered  to  es- 
cape, but  is  held  up  as  a  splendid  exception  ;  his  at- 
lainmentsare  admitted, and  his  fitness  for  iheoffice 
he  fills  allowed  to  be  equal  to  that  of  any  indi- 
vidual in  the  United  States;  but  great  and  splen- 
did as  were  his  powers  they  were  insufficient  lo 
redeem  the  country  from  the  mischiefs  and  dis- 


graces brought  upon  it  by  the  imbecility  of  bis 
coadjutors.  Mr.  R.  would  not  object  to  the  jus- 
tice of  this  encomium  on  the  Secretary  of  War; 
he  thought  highly  of  his  talents,  but  he  would  ask 
if  General  Armstrong  did  not  direct  and  control 
our  military  operations  ?  He  certainly  did.  He 
had  the  same  influence  in  his  department  as  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Navy  in  iheirs. 
How  does  the  gentleman,  if  it  was  of  any  impor- 
tance, reconcile  his  denunciations  of  incompe- 
tency to  carry  on  the  war  with  his  well  merited 
panegyric  on  that  individual  emphatically  charged 
with  our  military  operations?  It  follows,  then,  in 
contradiction  to  some  of  the  assertions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  and  conformably  with 
others,  that,  for  all  the  purposes  of  war,  the  Ad- 
ministration is  not  only  competent,  but  possessed 
of  as  much  talent  and  as  great  energy  as  the  na- 
tion affords.  Thus.  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  R., 
I  have  concisely  given  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
the  remarks  of  gentlemen  in  the  minority.  Their 
arguments  are  feeble,  their  facts  assumed,  and 
their  assertions  contradictory.  When  we  take 
into  consideration  their  acknowledged  worth  and 
abilities,  their  course,  as  well  as  the  manner  of 
supporting  it.  can  only  be  accounted  for,  by  re- 
collecting the  difficulty  of  creditably  susiaining, 
when  everything  else  is  sacrificed  to  it,  unifor- 
mity and  consistency  in  systematic  opposition. 

Mr.  Sheffey  defended  his  amendment  with 
energy,  contending  that  if  the  withdrawing  our 
troops  from  a  vain  attempt  to  take  Canada,  which 
had  already  co-t  us  a  sacrifice  of  much  money 
and  many  valuable  lives,  and  employing  them  ia 
defence  of  our  own  territory,  our  wives  and  chil- 
dren, against  the  Indian  tomakawk,  was  parricidal, 
he  gloried  in  being  a  parricide. 

Mr.  Miller  answered  Mr.  Robertson,  and 
said  :  It  has  pleased  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  to  honor  me  with  a  few  remark*.  Like 
my  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
Webster,)  I  must  beg  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, when  he  honors  me  by  his  notice,  to  be  a 
little  more  accurate  in  his  notes,  or  correct  in  hji 
recollection.  I  did  not  say  that  the  present  Sec- 
retary of  War  had  more  military  talent  than  any 
man  in  the  nation  ;  1  could  not  have  said  it ;  such 
an  idea  never  entered  my  thoughts.  I  did  intend' 
when  speaking  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  to  speak 
of  him  respectfully.  I  spoke  of  him,  however, 
comparatively.  I  did  say,  and  I  do  think,  that 
he  has  more  military  talent  than  any  member  of 
the  Cabinet.  But  I  never  could  liave  granted 
him  more  military  talent  than  any  man  in  the 
nation.  Some  errors  of  expression  might  have 
escaped  me  yesterday,  owing  to  the  embarrass- 
ment occasioned  by  the  novelty  of  my  situation. 
If  1  said  whai  that  honorable  trentleman  under- 
stood ine  to  say.  it  was  an  error  of  the  tongue  ;  I 
never  thought  iL  Such  a  suggestion  would  be 
underrating  the  military  talents  of  my  honorable 
friend  before  me.  The  argument  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Louisiana  relating  to  that 
fact,  entirely  fails.  He  charges  me.  however, 
with  inconsistency.  Sir,  has  he  proved  it.  The 
gentleman  says,  and  he  says  truly,  that  in  com- 
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tjon  wiih^Diieraen.  wiih  whom  I  have  the  plea- !  able  than  money.  I  ask  again,  sir;  is  this  the 
ur«  to  ac'.  I  had  declared  1  would  vote  tor  no  war  of  this  Hou^e,  and  cannot  1,  as  a  member  of 
miy  except  for  Jelence ;  and  he  asks,  why  1  it.  canvass  the  manner  of  conducting  that  war, 
iiould  reg*|ire  information  touciiing  the  causes  without  presumption  ?  Sir.  1  acknowledge  no 
f  the  failure  of  our  arms ;  or  sugaesl  any  other  .  peculiar  privilege  in  particular  members  of  this 
bjfction  a<?ainst  tl)t'  bill,  when  1  had  conclusively  '  Hou.^e.  Our  Constitutional  rights  here  are  equal. 
laJe  up  i-iy  mitid  to  vole  against  it.  on  the  Yes,  sir !  Here  is  my  place — even  I,  humble  in- 
round  of  ,;s  being  applied  to  other  objects  than  deed  as  are  my  pretensions,  and  humbler  yet  as 
ef^nce  ;  aitd  in  this  lam  charged  with  inconsis-  are  my  merits,  even  1  need  not  shrink  from  a 
•ni'y.  I  k)iow.  sir,  that  it  is  one  of  the  rules  of  comparison  with  any  arrogant  pretender  for  ex- 
hijosophizlng.  that  you  should  not  as5ign  more  elusive  consistency  or  modesty,  if  any  such  is  to 
:a.'>ons  tha^  are  necessary  to  explain  a  phenom-    be  found  here. 

poo  ;  but  t  confers  this  is  the  first  time  I  ever  I  trust,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Lou- 
t'ard  it  stt'ted,  that  becau>>e  you  had  one  good  isiana.  has  not  succeeded  in  fixing  on  me,  either 
a!.on  for  r'-'jectinn;  a  proposition,  that  therefore  the  charge  of  inconsistency  or  presumption. 
>u  should  not  assign  other  reasons  which  might  Mr,  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  replied 
'•  equally  xtrong.  I  do  not  know  in  what  .school  I  brietly  to  Mr.  Robertson,  who  took  occasion  to 
Se  gentlea'in  from  Louisiana  learned  his  logic  ;  '  reply  in  turn. 

,  was  not  ceriaiiily  the  same  in  which  1  was  ^  Mr,  Troup  opposed  the  proposed  amendment. 
lUght.  I  take  it.  sir,  1  am  not  proved  to  be  in- '  which  he  did  not  conceive  would  be  so  beneficial  to 
insistent.  I  the  public  service  as  the  provision  which  the  bill 

,  There  is  another  charge  against  me,  that  I  am  i  now  contained. 

resumpiuffus  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  the  war  ;  i  Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  few 
ad  again. iit  did  »iot  befit  my  honorable  friend  i  incidental  remarks. 

oiu  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  W.)  or  myself  to  dis-  j  The  motion  ol  Mr.  Robertson  was  agreed  to 
|njfuish  between  >.he  Government  (Administra-  by  a  majority  of  from  ten  to  twenty  vote.*. 
;ou)  and  the  peopie.  The  honorable  gentleman  |  The  question  having  been  stated  that  theCoin- 
[irther  staled,  tiiat  this  was  the  war  ot  the  peo-  )  mittee  rise  and  report  the  bill — 
>e.  the  war  of  this  House,  and  the  other  branches  Mr.  Stockton  of  New  Jersey,  said,  that  al- 
!  the  Govornmen'..  Permit  me,  sir.  to  enter  my  though  he  was  not  partial  to  the  present  bill,  nor 
protest  a^uinst  the  ground  here  taken.  Is  this  ;  to  the  system  of  which  it  is  a  part,  but  entirely 
he  doclruve  now  held  by  the  majority  of  the  opposed  to  it ;  yet  he  confessed  that  he  was  not 
fouse  ?  I^  IS  not"  the  same  they  formerly  held,  so  much  alarmed  at  the  present  slate  of  our  na- 
iow  was  it  in  '98  7  What  was  the  principle  <  lional  ati.iirs  as  some  of  his  friends  appeared  to  be. 
leu  ?  Tb^re  arc  iionorable  gentlemen  nowhere,  !  If  indeed  lie  had  brought  his  mind  to  believe  that 
.k  them.  snr.  and  ihey  will  tell  you  these  are  not  tins  war  was  to  be  carried  on  until  Canada  was 
!ie  doclriiitis  then  held  by  the  majority  of  this  conquered — that  if  the  large  army  now  contem- 
louse.  TItis  Adnsinisliation  is  not  to  be  iden-  plated  should  not  be  raistd  by  voluntary  enli.sl- 
ilfied  with  4ie  people — this  Administration  is  re-  i  ment,  (and  he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  be  so 
wnsible  tL  the  p«'ople.  The  people  elect  their  I  raised,)  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government, 
ulers — it  \i  their  right  to  examine  the  conduct  as  avowed  on  this  floor  by  the  honorable  Chair- 
f  public  ni|'n,  and  the  tendency  of  public  mea-  ;  man  of  the  Military  Comtnittee,  to  resort  to  con- 
jres.  Tnt»  Administration  is  responsible  to  this  I  scriplion — if  he  believed  in  these  things,  he  should 
touse.  andjthrough  it  to  the  peo[)le.  It  is  said  i  be  realty  alarmed  at  the  present  stale  of  the  na- 
v  the  iion(Jrable  :;enlleman,  that  this  is  the  war  |  tion  ;  but  he  entertained  no  serious  apprehensions 
\  this  Hoi'se.  Be  it  so!  Then,  sir,  as  one  of  i  on  either  of  these  points.  With  respect  to  con- 
^e  membt  rj^  of  this  House,  without  presumption,  |  scripiion.  he  did  not  believe  that  any  Congress  of 
claim  a  rijht  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  I  the  United  States  would  be  brought  to  pass  such 
ar.  I  claiin  a  right  to  criticise  the  competency  '  a  bill,  because  he  believed  that  it  would  be  uu- 
Admini-itfation  to  conduct  this  war  toa  success-  j  constitutional,  and  therefore  could  never  receive 
il  issue.  If  It  is  rhe  right  of  the  House,  it  then  I  the  sanction  ol  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  ;  and 
^ecomes  ih(  duty  of  this  House  to  inquire  into  j  for  the  further  reason,  that  such  an  act  would 
tiiat  subjec»;  and  I  am  not  fairly  charged  with  never  be  submitted  to,  but  would  be  resisted  by 
wresumpiiorf.  Wiil  the  majority  claim  of  us  to  ,  the  freemen  of  the  United  Slates.  He  therefore 
ant  them  rnore  men,  and  cannot  we  call  for  in-  j  felt  no  alarm  on  that  point — neither  did  he  believe 
rmation7i"annot  we  fairly  claim  to  know  what  i  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Governrr.ent  to  carry 
s  become^l  those  already  placed  at  the  disposal     on  this  war  until  Canada  was  conquered  ; — true  it 


Adininis>alion  ?  We  grant  supplies  from  year 
year.     B^-fore  new  appropnalions  are  granted. 

.s  usual,  "ijs  proper  to  know  what  has  become 
the  fornier  sum*  voted.     Will   you  be    thus 

iireful  of  yiur  money,  and  will  you  not  be  equally 

(ireful  of  ijie  blood    and  lives  of  your    people? 
he  inqury|iin  the  one  case  is  as  proper  as  in  the 
iher — It  i-.-more  important  in  the  latter  case,  in 
^s  much  as<ihe  lives  of  our  people  are  more  vaiu- 


IS  that  such  an  intention  has  been  avowed  on  this 
floor ;  but.  added  Mr.  S..  take  my  word  for  it  your 
.Ministers  will  never  open  their  lips  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  acquisition  of  Canada  in  any  negotia- 
tion for  j>eace ;  and  he  further  believed  that  the 
Government  had  not  only  given  up  all  such  de- 
signs, but  also  the  other  ostensible  causes  for  con- 
tinuing the  war.  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  was  irre- 
sistibly led  to  this  coDclusioa  by  the  fact  of  the 
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Administration  having  acceded  to  the  late  prop- 
osition for  a  negotiation,  and  by  a  careful  review 
of  the  public  documents  connected  with  that  sub- 
ject. That,  m  tlie  recent  overture  made  by  the 
British  Government,  it  had  taken  care  to  state 
expressly  and  distinctly  the  basis,    the  only  ba- 

that    basis. 


si.s, 


on    which    it   would    negotiate; 


was  the  public  law  of  Europe  and  the  maritime 
rightsof  Great  Britain — meaning.doublless. public 
law  and  maritime  rights  as  the  same  are  under- 
stood by  that  Government.  To  open  a  negotia- 
tion on  this  basis  the  Administration  has  assented, 
and  the  very  act  of  assent  in  his  opinion  in  itself 
is  a  complete  dereliciion  of  the  other  grounds  of 
the  war.  Mr.  S.  said  th  a  he  was  fully  borne 
out  in  his  construction  of  that  act  by  the  con- 
duct of  both  Governments  hereiofor'',  compared 
with  our  own,  now  to  be  collected  from  oflicial 
documents  on  the  table.  He  alluded  to  the  cor- 
respondence of  Mr.  Russell  and  ihe  British  Min- 
ister— and  to  that  of  Admiral  Warren  and  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Soon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities.  Mr.  Russell,  by  the  orders  of 
this  Government.  ofl"ered  to  the  enemy  a  nego- 
tiation for  peace  and  an  armistice ;  but  demanded, 
in  pursuance  of  express  instruciions,  a  suspension 
of  impressment  as  a  preliminary  to  such  negotia- 
tion. Though  not  ot  much  importance  in  itself, 
the  British  Govrrnment  refu>ed  it  at  once.  Such 
a  basis  might  have  carried  with  it  some  appear- 
ance of  submitting  the  right  of  taking  her  own 
men  on  the  seas.  To  exclude  forever  such  an 
admission,  she  refused  even  a  suspension  during 
negotiation;  and  that  loo  in  terms  which  were 
complained  of  for  unnecessary  asperity.  About 
the  same  time  Admiral  Warren,  by  the  order  of 
his  Government,  made  substantially  the  same 
ofl'er  that  is  now  made.  The  Orders  in  Council 
having  been  repealed,  he  offered  an  armistice,  as 
preliiuinary  to  a  negotiation  on  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  public  law  and  mutual  rights.  The 
Secretary  of  State  refused  the  ofl'er,  for  the  special 
reason  that  it  was  not  accompanied  by  some  pre- 
vious arrangement  respecting  impressment.  The 
war  has  continued.  Now  inis  Government  has 
assented  to  the  same  proposition  in  substance; 
and  not  only  so,  but  it  has  assented  to  a  proposi- 
tion couched  in  such  terms  as  fully  to  prove  that 
Great  Briiain  is  determined  not  to  yield  an  inch 
of  her  ground  ;  and  when  an  accompanying  doc- 
ument of  the  most  solemn  kind,  the  Prince  Re- 
gent's speech. charges  our  Government  with  show- 
ing no  disposition  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  which 
It  pronounces  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  overture 
of  Mr.  Russell.  To  negotiate,  said  Mr.  S.,  on 
terms  of  reciprocity,  consistent  with  her  under- 
standing of  the  public  law,  site  is  willing;  that 
is,  she  will  probably  a^ree  to  so  regulate  the  ex- 
ercise of  her  rigiits  m  future  as  to  secure  as  far 
as  is  possible  the  real  American  citizen  from  im- 
pressment, provided  this  Government  on  its  part 
will  prevent  the  employment  of  her  deserters  and 
the  al)Use  of  American  protections.  Upon  such 
matters  she  will  negotiate,  but  she  tells  you 
plainly  that  she  will  not  negotiate  upon  her  right. 
What  other  coqcIusiod  then  can  be  fairly  drawn, 


but  that  the  Administration  have  acceded  to  the 
basis  offered,  and  mean  to  obtain  as  favorable 
regulations  as  can  be  procured?  If  this  is  not 
the  final  determination  of  the  Cabinet,  this  nego- 
tiation is  worse  than  useless — it  is  solemn  mock- 
ery— it  can  serve  only  to  deceive  the  people  and 
to  waste  the  public  treasure.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
would  not  impute  such  intentions  to  the  Govern- 
ment. No.  he  believed  that  the  Administration 
had  at  length  abdicated  their  ground,  had  struck 
their  colors;  and  he  rejoiced  that  they  had 
at  length  abandoned  the  vain  attempt  to  change 
the  public  law  of  Europe,  and  by  a  machine  of 
their  own  invention  to  convert  the  subjects  of 
other  nations  into  lawful  soldiers,  fighting  against 
their  native  sovereign.  He  rejoiced  at  it  because 
it  opened  a  prospect  of  peace,  and  an  end  of  the  cal- 
amities of  this  dreadful  war.  The  idle  doctrine  of 
free  trade  and  sailors'  rights — idle  as  it  is  now 
contended  for — would  soon,  he  hoped,  be  heard  no 
more.  I  might  be  asked,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  this  was 
the  real  inteniion  of  Government,  why  all  this 
parade  and  bustle  about  an  army  of  sixty  thou- 
sand men  ?  The  answer  was  plain  to  his  mind  ; 
it  was  all  vapor,  a  mere  paper  operation,  designed 
to  have  its  effect  here,  and  to  be  taken  in  the 
pockets  of  your  Ministers.  We  have,  added  he. 
been  famous  for  years  in  operations  of  this  nature, 
and  if  we  can  wage  war'by  proclamations  and 
laws  why  not  make  peace?  For  his  part  he  had 
no  faith  in  such  nostrums,  and  would  not  consent 
to  wa>ie  ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  for  such 
an  experiment.  Under  tliis  conviction  he  would 
not  consent  to  any  increase  of  the  Army.  He 
was  also  opposed  to  it  \'ot  another  reason — he 
was  opposed  to  the  war ;  especially  to  it  as  a  war 
of  invasion  and  conquest.  He  believed  that  the 
present  Military  Establishment,  if  ))roj>erly  di- 
rected and  commanded,  was  amply  sufficient  to 
defend  the  country  when  aided  by  the  militia — a 
sale  and  sure  defence.  He  had  voted  against  the 
former  bill,  and  should  vote  against  this. 

Mr.  Grundv,  of  Tennes.see,  observed,  that  a 
wish  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  House  to 
despatch  the  public  business  had  hitherto  pre- 
vented them  from  entering  into  general  discus- 
sion, and  he  believed  the  interest  of  the  country 
would  not  justify  it  at  this  time  ;  he  should  there- 
fore confine  bis  observations  toa  reply  to  some  of 
the  remarks  made  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (.Mr.  Stock- 
ton) asserts,  that  the  Administration  has  aban- 
doned the  grounds  on  which  the  war  was  declared, 
by  accepting  the  overture  made  by  the  British 
Government  to  negotiate  at  Guttenburg;  and 
that,  by  the  declaration  contained  in  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter  to  Lord  Casilereagh.  the  maritime 
rights  of  Great  Britain  as  claimed  by  her  are 
recognised,  and  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  are 
abandoned.  Sir.  the  fact  is  not  so;  and  1  do  feel 
astonished  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
impose  upon  this  House  and  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates,  by  mistaking  the  coiiienis  of  a 
public  document  so  lately  put  into  the  possessioa 
of  each  member.  What  is  the  language  used  by 
the  British  Minuter  and  your  Secretary  of  State, 
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from  whic^  ibe  geoileman  ventures  to  make  his  ] 
ss«'rtion  7  *  Lord   Castlereagh,  io    hi»    letter  of  j 
»Jo7ember  H.  1S13,  says,  that   his  Gavernment  is  ' 
billing  to  lieat  "upon  principles  of  perfect  reci- 
procity, n't    incon.sijlent   with    the  established  ■ 
maxims  •)?  public   law.  and  with  the  maritime) 
right*  of  i»he   British   Empire."     In    answer   to  ' 
fli>,  Mr.  Mf)nroe  states  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of 
January,  1&.14.  that  the  United  States  are  willing  , 
0  treat  •' cp  conditions  of  reciprocity  consistent  ! 
viih  the  liirhts  of  boih  parlies,  as  sovereign  and 
ndependeni  nations.''      But.   sir.  does   not    the 
raciice  of  ^mpre^iment  strike  at  the  very  sever-  ' 
ignty  and 'independence  of  the   American   Re-  ; 
ublic  ;  ancj,  should  Great  Britain  insist  on  con- 
inuing   tiiiit   pjac^ice.   dot-s    any    American    be- 
leve   It  cfl*  tte  submitted    to  ?     No.  sir.  neither 
his  nor  any  other  Administration  can  remain  in  | 
ower.  whi."  will  consent,  that  the  citizens  of  this 
ountry  shall  be  subject  to  such  degradation.     If  | 
^freat    Bntiiin    persists    in    her    claims    to    enter 
gimerican  iessels  and  take  therefrom  American  ' 
itizens,  un^Jer   th^  belief  or   pretence    that  they 
re  her  subjects,  no  peace  can,  no  peace  ought  to  , 
e  made.  ; 

The  sam*  gentleman  has  said,  that  this  is  de- 
igned to  b<i  an  artsiy  on  paper  only.  Here,  again,  ' 
he  fact  do4s  not  warrant  the  assertion.  The  de-  ' 
igu  IS  to  h^ve  an  efficient  army  ;  an  army  which  ^ 
fill  make  i^e  enemy  fet?l  our  strength  ;  an  array 
*hich  will  procure  peace  by  their  prowess  and  i 
:alor,  if  It  liannoi  be  otherwise  obtained. 

The  honorable  jjentleman   tells  us  he  expects 
>e8ce   and  ^rejoict's  at    the    prospect.     What,  I  , 
,^k.  is  thfc  most  ratioaal   course  to  be  pursued  to  i 
nable  the  igontleaian   to  realize   this   prospect? 
s  it  by  placing  yuur  country  in  such  a  situation 
IS  to  manilVsl  to  the  enemy  your  inability  to  do 
lim  damaje.  or  is  it  rather  by  calling  out  the  | 
esources  o|'  the  country,  which  will  enable  you  | 
0  carry  on.  the  war  with  effect  should  the  nego- 
laiion  fail'?     Suppose  the  gentleman  should  be 
ti!<appoio%eJ,  and  Lhe  negotiation  shortly  to  com- 

inence  at  G|>tiHnburg  should  not  result  in  a  treaty, 
.vhat  thep  will  be  the  condition  of  this  country  ? 
^fuu  will;t%en  be  engaged  in  a  war  without  any 
)f  the  m4^s  provided  for  prosecuting  it.  This 
',s  surely  ^axale  of  things  greatly  to  be  deprecated, 
iod,  shoi)i^  the  negotiation  not  succeed,  this 
inust  be  liur  situation,  if  the  course  advocated  by 
ihe  Oppo<.i(ioQ  be,  adopted. 

Sir,  thtj  Jrue   pvlicy  which  should  be  pursued 

s  plain  at^  obvious.      If  a  just  and    honorable 

,)eace  can  le  obtained,  accept  of  it.    If  the  enemy 

will  not  mike  sucti  a  peace,  be  ready   to   prose- 

;ute  the  w'ar  vigorously  until  you  force  him  to 

/leld  to  yojir  just  claims. 

)t    Permit  Hie  to  examine,  tor  a  few  moments,  the 

Aground  now  for  the  first  time  taken  on  this  floor. 

SLienileniecw  say  that  they  would  grant  men  and 

'noney  for 'lefensive  operations,  but  not  for  offen- 

J-ive  operajions  ;  and   on   yesterday  a  gentleman 

J'rom  Virguiia  (Mr.  Sheffey)  went  .so  far  as  to 

pffer  an  aij|iendm<?nt.  by  which  the  army  to  be 

"raised  wt-rj  not  to  be  permitted  to  go  beyond  the 

limits  of  tlje  United  Stales. 
< 
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Sir.  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
Congress  bas  the  power  to  declare  war;  it  has 
done  so.  Congress  has  the  power  to  furnish  the 
means  to  prosecute  it ;  but  the  application  of  the 
means  when  provided  belongs  to  the  Executive 
department.  The  President  is  to  decide  how  far 
ofl'ensive  or  defensive  o[)erations  are  expedient. 
Suppose  you  had  not  only  the  power  of  raiMng  ar- 
mies, but  of  giving  direction  to  them,  would  not 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia be  absurd  ?  Consult  history ;  what  nation, 
when  at  war,  ever  declared  that  its  armies  should 
not  enter  the  lerritory  of  the  enemy?  No,  sir, 
so  silly  an  idea  was  never  entertained  by  any 
nation,  ancient  or  modern.  What  I  tie  your  own 
Government  when  at  war,  and  place  your  ene- 
my at  liberty?  Will  you  say  to  the  military 
force  of  Great  Britain,  you  may  atlark  us  when 
and  where  you  please,  but  you  are  safe,  your 
borders  shall  not  be  passed  ?  What  will  take 
place,  should  the  principle  contended  for  be 
adopted?  The  enemy,  with  one-ienth  of  the 
force  which  you  keep  in  the  field,  will  harass 
and  lay  waste  your  country  ;  not  fearing  an  in- 
cursion from  the  American  army,  they  will  se- 
lect a  place  for  attack  weaker  than  their  own 
force,  and  in  succession  destroy  all  your  military 
posts,  provided  their  whole  force  laken  together 
is  greater  than  yours,  dispersed  and  taken  sepa- 
rately. Farther,  sir;  any  man  acquainted  with 
the  vast  extent  of  our  frontier,  will  be  »ati>fied 
that,  in  the  course  of  three  years'  war.  it  will  re- 
quire more  men  and  money  to  defend  this  country 
against  the  incursions  ot  theenemy  than  would  be 
necessary  to  sweep  the  British  power  from  her 
American  possessions.  Look  at  your  Northern 
frontier,  four  or  five  hundred  miles  adjoining  the 
territory  of  the  enemy.  If  you  will  not  attack 
beyond  your  own  limits,  this  seven  millions  of 
people  cannot  protect  this  frontier,  if  the  enemy 
distinctly  understands  that  they  are  not  to  be 
invaded. 

For  my  part,  I  am  unable  to  see  on  what  prin- 
ciple the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  those 
with  whom  lie  acts  on  thia  floor, can  justiiy  their 
conduct  m  refusing  the  men  now  required.  For 
defence  they  say  everything  shall  be  granted,  but, 
because  they  fear  ihe  Executive  will  use  a  por- 
tion of  this  force  offensively,  they  will  furnish  no 
force  whatever.  In  other  words,  under  an  appre- 
hension that  Canada  will  be  invaded,  tliey  will 
leave  their  own  country  defenceless,  and  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy.  Sir,  this  proceeding  is,  to 
my  mind,  unaccountable.  I  suppose  the  true 
course  to  be.  to  do  the  enemy  all  tlie  injury  you 
can,  consistent  with  the  usages  of  civilized  war- 
fare, and  not  permit  our  sympathies  for  those  with 
whom  we  are  at  war  to  expose  our  own  citizens 
to  destruction. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Webster)  advises  us  to  abandon  the  project  of 
conquering  Canada,  and  turn  our  force  to  the 
ocean,  and  the  will  of  the  nation  will  go  with  us. 
Sir,  does  that  gentleman  believe  we  can  safely 
rely  on  a  declaration  of  this  sort  >  Has  it  not 
been  declared  by  the  Opposiitoa  that  this  is  an 
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unjust  and  wicked  war.  and  therefore  they  will 
not  support  it?  Would  changing  the  elements 
on  which  it  is  to  be  carried  on.  change  the  char- 
acter of  the  war.  or  the  principles  on  which  it 
was  declared  and  is  now  supported  ?  The  same 
gentleman  has  said,  that,  as  public  opinion  is  so 
much  divided,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  major- 
ity to  adopt  the  course  recommended  by  the  mi- 
nority, and  thereby  produce  union.  We  answer, 
that  this  war  was  declared  to  secure  the  sover- 
eignty and  independence  of  these  States  ;  that  we 
consider  its  vigorous  prosecution  essential  to  their 
preservation  ;  and.  anxious  as  we  are  to  see  union 
restored,  the  sacrifice  asked  for  is  too  great.  And, 
in  my  turn,  I  would  submit  to  honorable  gentle- 
men whether  it  would  not  be  more  reasonable 
and  more  consistent  with  the  principles  of  this 
Government,  that  the  minority  should  surrender 
their  opposition,  and  unite  with  the  majority  in 
prosecuting  the  war  ?  They  say.  that  all  the  men 
and  money  required  by  us  shall  be  granted  ;  but, 
what  conditions  do  they  impose?  That  they 
(the  minority)  «hall  make  the  application  of  the 
force.  In  fact,  ihey  contend  for  the  principle  that 
the  minority  shall  substantially  govern  ! 

Sir,  a  sentiment  I  expressed  at  the  last  session, 
respecting  the  conduct  of  a  portion  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, has  been  much  complained  of.  I  then  said, 
and  I  now  repeat,  that  tho.se  who  systematically 
oppose  the  filling  of  the  lo.ins,  and  the  enlistment 
of  soldiers,  are,  in  ray  opinion,  guilty  of  moral 
treason.  By  this.  I  by  no  means  intend  to  cen- 
sure those,  who,  in  the  exercise  of  a  Constitu- 
tional right,  express  their  opinions  freely  against 
the  expediency  of  having  declared  the  war.  or 
those  who,fromchoice.  withhold  their  own  money 
from  the  public  service;  but  those  are  intended, 
who. after  the  respective  laws  were  passed,  exerted 
their  influence  to  prevent  others  from  carrying 
them  into  efTect. 

I  wish  gentlemen  would  discuss  this  point  fairly 
and  coolly  with  me.  Sir,  I  challenge  them  to 
produce  their  arguments,  and  ascertain  on  which 
side  truth  is  to  be  found.  Take  the  case  I  for- 
merly stated,  and  answer  it.  An  individual  goes 
over,  joins  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  raises  his 
arms  against  his  country  :  he  is  clearly  guilty  of 
treason  under  the  Constitution,  the  overt  act  be- 
ing consummated.  Suppose  the  same  individ- 
ual not  to  go  over  to  the  enemy,  but  to  remain 
in  his  own  neighborhood,  and  by  means  of  his 
influence  to  dissuade  ten  men  from  enlisting ;  I 
ask,  in  which  case  has  he  benefitted  the  enemy 
and  injured  his  country  most?  In  the  latter,  no 
doubt ;  because  he  has  weakened  his  country  more 
than  he  would  have  strengthened  the  enemy  by 
going  over  to  him.  In  the  lashionable  language 
of  the  day,  were  I  to  inquire  quo  animo  have  men 
organized  themselves  lo  prevent  ihe  enlistments 
and  filling  the  loans?  the  answer  is  clear — to 
weaken  the  United  Slates,  and  give  to  the  enemy 
ihe  advantage  over  our  arms. 

Although.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  first  advanced  this 

doctrine  of  moral  trea'ion   on  this   floor,  it   has 

much  higher  authority  for  its  support;    and,  if 

gentlemen  will  not  be  influenced  by  anything  I 
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can  say  on  the  subject,  surely  those  in  this  House 
who  have  learned  wisdom  from  the  accents  which 
fell  from  his  tongue,  will  regard  the  sentiments 
delivered  by  the  venerable  Dr.  Witherspoon  on 
a  similar  occnsion. 

During  the  Revolution,  he  addressed  a  letter  to 
his  Scottish  brethren  in  America,  in  which,  lo 
show  ihera  the  course  of  conduct  they  ought  to 
pursue,  he  states  the  case  of  a  vessel  at  sea 'being 
in  danger;  a  consultation  is  held  by  the  crew,  in 
which  each  individual  delivers  his  sentiments 
Jreely,  and  a  majority  determine  that  it  is  neces- 
sary, lor  the  sateiy  of  the  vessel  and  crew,  to  go 
to  a  particular  port.  Some  of  the  mariners,  dis- 
satisfied with  the  rietermination,  throw  obstacles 
in  the  way,  and  refuse  to  perform  the  duties  as- 
signed them.  He  then  asks,  emphatically,  what 
would  be  done  with  those  refractory  men?  He 
answers,  they  would  be  thrown  overboard  in  a 
shorter  lime  than  he  had  used  in  slating  the  case. 
I  cannot,  Mr.  Chairman,  distinguish  between  thft 
stale  of  the  country  when  this  sentiment  was 
delivered  by  that  enlightened  scholar  and  stales- 
man  and  the  present. 

I  have  said,  I  should  not  at  this  time  go  into 
an  examination  of  the  causes  which  produced  the 
war,  because  too  much  time  would  be  consumed 
by  a  discussion  of  such  topics  ;  but,  whenever  the 
necessary  progress  of  public  measures  shall  not 
forbid  It.  1  shall  not  avoid  a  debate  of  that  kind. 
I  feel  confident  that  every  discussion  of  that  na- 
ture will  have  a  tendency  to  unite  the  American 
people  in  support  of  their  rights  and  indepen- 
dence. 

.Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  in  a  speech  of 
some  length  and  considerable  warmth  and  energy 
replied  to  Mr.  Grundy,  and  to  some  genllernen 
wiio  spoke  yesterday. 

Mr.  Calhoun  did  not  rise,  he  said,  to  examine 
on  what  terms  the  President  had  assented  to  ne- 
gotiate with  the  Briiish  Government;  bfcause 
he  conceived  it  neither  pertinent  to  the  present 
question,  nor  proper  at  this  lime.  He  deemed  it, 
however,  his  duty  lo  state,  that  he  wholly  dis- 
sented from  the  construction  which  ouroponenls 
gave  to  the  documents  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject. If  a  proper  opportunity  should  hereafter 
occur  he  would  be  h.ippy  to  present  the  reasons 
for  his  opinion  on  this  point. 

He  was  induced  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Com- 
iniitee  at  present,  to  correct  two  essential  errors, 
which  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  intro- 
duced into  the  discussion  of  this  question  ;  and, 
although  not  immediately  connected  wah  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  he  thought  it  proper  that  they 
should  be  answered  ;  because,  from  all  that  he 
had  ever  heard,  as  well  on  this  as  former  occa- 
sions, it  seemed  lo  him  that  they  constituted  the 
basis  on  which  the  minority  rested  their  justiQ- 
caiion.  He  alluded  to  the  chiiracier  which  they 
gave  to  the  war ;  and  the  claim  set  up  in  a  poli- 
tical and  Constiiuiional  point  of  view  lo  justify 
their  opposition.  Genileinen  contend  that  this 
is  not  a  defensive  but  an  ofl'ensive  war  ;  and  un- 
der that  character  undertake  its  denunciation, 
without  ever  cuudesceading  to  slate  what  in  their 
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pinion  coisti lutes  the  chiracterisiic  difference 
elween  thim.     He  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
;otnmitteeVvhile  he  examined  this  point ;  and  he 
oped  that  >t  would  not  be  considered  as  a  mere 
erbal  criticism,  ^^nce  our  opponents  have  made 
le  distinct  on  the  foundation  of  so  much  decla- 
lation  against  the  war.     The  inquiry,  in  another 
oint  of  view,  he  believed,  would  be  useful.     The 
eople  of  tills  country  have  an  aversion  to  an  of- 
fensive wav-;  which  he  supposed  interpreted  the 
aeaninp  uf  the  vehemence  of  the  Opposition  on 
'ms  subject;  white  they  readily  acknowledge  the 
possible  ne»-essity  and  justice  of  one  that  is  de- 
lusive.    I(  is  therefore  proper,  that  our  ideas  on 
his  point  ^lould  w  fixed  with  precision  andcer- 
ainty.     Hf  would  lay  it  down  as  an   universal 
riterion,  itat  a  war  is  offensive  or  defensive,  not 
*^y  the  mo(te  of  carrying  u  on,  which  is  an  imma- 
enal  circu^nslance,  but  by  the  motive  and  cause 
ivbich  led  Jio  it.     If  it  has  its  origin  in  ambition, 
ivarice,  or  «ny  of  ihe  like  pas>ions.  then  is  itoffen- 
ive  ;  but  if;  on  the  contrary,  to  repel  insult,  injury, 
Iir  oppression,  it  is  of  an  opposite  character,  and 
Is  defenslv.?.     The  truth  of  this  position  would 
^lot  requi.tr  much  discussion.     He  conceived  that 
Ct  might  safely  rely  on  the  authority  of  the  best 
^writers  on  the  subject,  or  on  its  own  internal  evi- 
*^ence.     IlHs  only  in  this  view  that  the  prevalent 
feelings  oi*  this  subject  can  be  explained.     If  the 
"islinction  taken  is  a  correct  one  ;  if  the  twospe- 
ies  of  war  are  distinguishable  in  their  causeand 
otive,  tltfn  our  aversion  to  the  one  and  appro- 
jCbuUon  of  Lie  oth -r  is  no  longer  a  mystery — it  is 
'founded  in  the  nature  of  things.     But  if.  on  the 
onlrary,  il  is  true  that  they  are  distinguished  by 
.he  mere  accidenol  cirrumstance  of  tlie  mode  of 
carrying  them  on.  that  the  scene  of  action  should 
^ake  thoiii  the  one  or  the  other,  then  the  feelings 
of  this  couiiiry.by  which  it  condemns  or  approves 
4cf  either  species,  is  a  profound  mystery,  never  to 
l^be  explai'ied.     In  the  view  which  he  had  pre- 
Tfented,  lh»»  difference  between  an  offensive  and 
fiefensive  jWar  is  of  the   moral   kind  ;   and    the 
Aniericanisense  of  justice  accounl>  for  their  feel- 
ings.    Th^ir  exemption  from  ambition  and  love 
of  justice  preserves  them  from  the  former,  while 
their  man'y  spirit  and   good   sense  will  always 
make  iheni  cheerfully  meet  the  other  whenever 
it  become}  necessary.     What,  then,  is  the  charac- 
ter of  the.war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged? 
Was  it  di./tated  by  avarice  or  love  of  conquest? 
He  appealed    to   our    opponents    for  a  decision. 
They  havr  already  decided.     When  the  resolu- 
tions of  ijie  gentleman   from   New    Hampshire 
were  und^r  discussion,  at  the  last  session,  it  was 
repeated  fill  the  ear  was  fatigued,  by  every  one 
on  that  sifle  of  the  House  who  took  any  part  in 
the  debatv,  that  if  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decjrees  had  been  communicated  in  time  to 
the  British  Government,  the  Order>  in  Council 
would  have  been  repealed;  and.  had  ihela-.t  event 
^  hap[>ened  ■  the  wht  would  not  have  been  declared. 
SThey  ihep    have:  acknowledged,  that  the  Orders 
;f  in  Coune'l,  and  not  the  conquest  of  Canada,  as 
%  they  now-pretend,  wa  <  the  cause  of  the  war  ;  and 
*it  would  it*  idle  to  inquire  whether  to  resist  them 
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was  in  its  nature  offensive  or  defensive.     It  would 
be  to  inquire  whether  they  were  or  were  not  an 
injury  to  our  commerce;  a  point  he  had  never 
heard  denied  by  the  most  obstinate  debater.     It 
would  be  equally  so  to  examine  whether  the  cause 
of  continuing    the   war,    to  protect    our  seamen 
from  impressment,  is  of  an  offensive  or  defensive 
character. 

Very  few  have  the  hardihood  to  deny  that  it  is 
an  injury  of  the  most  serious  kind,  both  as  it  re- 
gards the  Government,  and  the  unhappy  subjects 
of  its  operations.     It  involved  the  most  sacred  ob- 
ligation which  can  bind  the  body  politic  to  the 
citizen  ;  he  meant  that  of  protection,  due  alike  to 
all;  to  the  beggar  in  the  street — much  more,  if 
susceptible  of  degrees,  to  our  sailors,  that  class  of 
the  community  who  have  added  so  much  to  the 
wealth    and    renown  of  this    country.     Having 
thus  established  the  character  of  the  war  in  its 
origin  and  continuance,  he  would  lay  down  as  a 
rule  not  less  clear,  that  a  defensive  war  does  not 
become  offensive*  by   being  carried   beyond  the 
limits  of  our  territory.     The  motive   and  cause 
will  ever  give  character ;  all  the  rest  are  mere 
essential   incidents.     When    once    declared,    ihc 
onlv  question,  even   in  a  defensive  war,  is,  how 
can  it  be  carried  on  with  the  greatest  effect.     The 
reverse  of  this  involve;:  the  most  glaringabsurdity. 
It  supposes  that  we  had   determined  to  compel 
our  enenr»y  to  res|>ect  our  rights  ;  and  at  the  same 
time   Voluntarily    renounced,   what   is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  the  best  and  most  effectual  mode  of 
producing  that  effect.     On  this  point,  as  well  as 
the  cause  of  the  war.  the  opinion  of  our  opponents 
may  be  arrayed  against  themselves.     What  have 
they  advised  as  to  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
war?     Withdraw  your  troops  from  Canada,  re- 
duce your  army,  and  limit  your  operations  to  the 
ocean.     What  !  to   the  ocean  ?     Carry   the   war 
beyond   our  own    territory  I    make   it   offensive ! 
The  gentlemen  surely  do  not  intend  to  support 
an  offensive  war.     To  use  tiieir  own  language,  it 
is  too  immoral  for  a  virtuous  and   religious  peo- 
ple.    It  is  then  admitted,  that  it  does  not  cease 
to  be  offensive  by  its  being  waged  at  sea;  how 
then  can  the  carrying  it  into  Cadada  change  its 
character? 

Mr.  C.  again  observed,  that  it  was  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  expediency  where  and  how  the  war  ought 
to  be  prosecuted.  For  his  part,  so  long  as  it  con- 
tinued, he  thought  no  effort  ought  to  be  wanting 
to  reduce  Canada.  Should  success  accompany 
our  arms,  we  would  be  indemnided  for  the  priva- 
tions and  expen<^es  of  the  war,  by  the  acquisition 
of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory,  and  the 
permanent  peace  and  security  which  it  would 
afford  a  large  portion  of  our  country  ;  and  even, 
in  the  worst  event,  should  we  fail  of  conquest,  the 
attempt  will  not  be  without  great  advantages. 
The  war  in  Canada  is  the  best  security  to  every 
part  of  our  country.  We  have  a  very  extended, 
and,  from  the  thinness  of  the  population,  in  many 
places  weak  seacoast.  He  did  not  believe  that 
It  had  been  neglected,  as  represented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire;  but  he  did  believe 
that  many  points  are,  and   mu&i  Irum  necessity 
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be,  without  efficient  protection.  He  would,  how- 
ever, ask  that  gentleman,  how  did  it  happen  that 
this  coast,  so  easily  assailed  by  a  maritime  Power, 
has  sustained  little  or  no  damage  in  a  war  that 
has  continued  upwards  of  eighteen  months?  If 
he  is  at  a  loss  fur  an  answer,  the  scheme  of  his 
political  friend  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Sheffey.)  to 
con6ne  our  troops  to  the  defensive,  should  it  suc- 
ceed, would  the  next  Summer  amply  explain  the 
fact.  The  truth  is,  that  the  war  in  Canada  is  the 
security  of  the  coast.  It  compels  the  enemy  to 
concentrate  the  whole  of  his  disposable  force  there 
for  the  defence  of  his  own  territory.  Were  the 
absurd  policy  to  be  adopted  to  conSne  the  opera- 
tion of  our  troops  within  our  own  limits,  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  force  in  Canada  would  be 
liberated  from  its  defence,  and  the  entire  line  of 
our  seacoast  menaced  with  destruction.  The 
enemy,  masters  on  the  ocean,  could  act  with  such 
celerity,  that  it  would  be  either  impossible  to  de- 
fend ourselves,  or  it  must  be  done  at  an  expense 
greater  than  would  be  necessary  to  reduce  his 
possessions.  Thus,  even  under  the  limited  view 
of  defence,  the  most  effectual  mode  is  that  which 
has  been  adopted — to  carry  the  war  into  the  ene- 
my's country  ;  and  our  opponents  ought,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  distinction,  to  grant  every  aid 
in  men  and  money. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  although  not  immediately  in 
point,  he  could  not  refrain  from  observing  that, 
of  all  the  arguments  he  had  ever  heard  since  he 
had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  those 
were  by  far  the  most  extravagant  which  have 
been  urged  against  the  conquest  of  Canada.  He 
had  heard  it  characterized  by  every  epithet  which 
indicated  vice  or  weakness.  The  advancers  of 
such  arguments  surely  did  not  reflect  that,  in 
their  zeal  to  assail  the  majority,  they  were  utter- 
ing libels  on  the  founders  of  our  liberty  and  em- 
pire. This  scheme  of  conquest,  this  project  of 
ambition,  this  product  of  folly  and  vice,  as  it  has 
been  liberally  called,  originated  with  those  men 
to  whom  America  owes  so  much,  and  whose  wis- 
dom and  virtue  is  acknowledged  by  the  world.  It 
was  by  them  thought  an  object  worthy  of  the 
treasures  and  the  best  blood  of  the  country  ;  and. 
finally,  relinquished  by  them  with  reluctance,  and 
from  necessity  only. 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  now  remained  to  consider  the 
defence  which  gentlemen  have  made  for  their 
opposition  to  the  wi^;  a^  the  policy  of  their 
country  ;  a  subject  whirt  he  conceives  i?  of  the 
greatest  importance,  not  only  as  affecting  the  re- 
sult of  the  present  contest,  but  the  lasting  peace 
and  prosperity  of  our  country.  They  assume  as 
a  fact,  that  opposition  is  in  its  nature  harmless; 
and  that  the  calamities  which  have  afflicted  free 
States  have  originated  in  the  blunders  and  folly 
of  the  (government,  and  not  from  the  perverse- 
ness  of  opposition.  Opposition,  say  they,  is  a  very 
convenient  thing;  a  wicked  and  foolish  Adminis- 
tration never  fail  to  attribute  all  of  their  miscar- 
riages to  it ;  and,  in  confirmation  of  this  doctrine, 
they  appeal  to  Lord  North's  administration.  He 
did  not  intend  to  examine  the  particular  case  to 
which  eentleraen  have  with  so  much  parade  re- 


ferred, as  it  did  not  fall  in  the  course  of  his  arga- 
ment;  but  he  thought  that  it  could  be  easily 
proven  to  be  essentially  different,  in  character  and 
consequence,  from  the  opposition  in  tliis  country. 
He  conceived,  however,  that  it  would  be  proper, 
before  he  examined  the  general  posuion  taien 
over  the  wav.  to  make  a  single  remark,  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  British  Government,  on  this  subject. 
It  struck  him,  that  all  arguments  drawn  from  it 
on  this  point  must  be  essentially  erroneous.  A 
more  determined  and  vehement  opposition  there, 
is  not  only  justifiable,  but  in  some  measure  re- 
quired. The  difference  in  the  two  Governments, 
in  this  respect,  results  from  a  difference  in  the 
organization  of  their  respective  Executives.  In 
England,  such  is  its  power,  patronage,  and  con- 
sequent influence  ;  such  the  veneration,  which  its 
hereditary  quality  and  long  descent  possess  over 
the  subjects  of  that  Empire,  that  her  most  en- 
lightened statesmen  have  ever  thought  that  it  en- 
dangered the  other  branches  of  her  Government, 
and  have  with  much  wisdom,  ever  since  the  dawn 
of  liberty  in  that  country,  strenuously  opposed  its 
encroachments.  Very  different  is  the  case  here, 
under  a  Government  purely  Republican.  It  pre- 
sents neither  the  cause  to  justify  such  vehemence 
of  opposition,  nor  the  means  of  restraining  it 
when  excited.  But,  even  as  applied  to  our  Gov- 
ernment, he  would  readily  acknowledge  there 
was  a  species  of  opposition,  both  innocent  and 
useful.  Opposition  simply  implies  contrariety  of 
opinion  ;  and,  when  used  in  the  abstract,  it  ad- 
mitted neither  censure  nor  praise.  It  cannot  be 
said  to  be  either  good  or  bad;  useful  or  perni- 
cious. It  is  not  from  itself,  but  from  the  con- 
nected circumstances,  that  it  derives  its  character. 
When  it  is  simply  the  result  of  that  diversity  in 
the  structure  of  our  intellect,  which  conducts  to 
different  conclusions  on  the  same  subject,  and  is 
confined  within  those  bounds  which  love  of  coun- 
try and  political  honesty  prescribe,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  useful  guardians  of  liberty.  It  excites  gen- 
tle collision,  prompts  to  due  vigilance,  a  quality 
so  indispensable,  and  at  the  same  time  so  opposite 
to  our  nature,  and  results  in  the  establishment  of 
an  enlightened  policy  and  useful  laws.  Such  are 
its  qualities  when  united  with  patriotism  and 
moderation.  But  in  many  instances  it  assumes 
a  far  different  character.  Combined  with  faction 
and  ambition,  it  bursts  those  limits,  within  which 
it  may  usefully  act,  and  becomes  the  first  of  po- 
litical evils,  if.  sir,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  intended  to  include  this  last 
species  of  opposition,  as  he  was  warranted  to  in- 
fer from  their  expression,  when  they  spoke  of  its 
harmless  character,  then  have  they  made  an  as- 
sertion in  direct  contradiction  to  reason,  expe- 
rience, and  all  history.  A  factious  opposition  is 
compounded  of  such  elements,  that  no  reflecting 
man  will  ever  consider  it  as  harmless.  The 
fiercest  and  most  ungovernable  passions  of  our 
nature,  ambition,  pride,  rivalry,  and  hate,  enter 
into  its  dangerous  composition — made  still  more 
so  by  its  power  of  delusion,  by  which  its  projects 
against  Government  are  covered  in  most  in- 
stances, even  to  the  eyes  of  its  victims,  by  the 
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»  ecious  sho+k-  of  patriotism.  Thus  constituted, 
^  no  can  eitfmate  its  force?  Where  can  benevo- 
1  at  and  social  feelings  be  found  sufficiently  strong 
I  counteraicf  its  progress?  Is  love  of  country? 
las.'  the  afachraent  to  a  parly  becomes  stronger 
I  an  that  to  uur  country.  A  factious  opposition 
t  ;keDs  at  the  sight  of  the  prosperity  and  success 
c  the  country.  Common  adversity  is  its  life; 
<  ,neral  prosperity  iis  death.  Nor  is  it  only  over 
c  r  virtuous^enliments  that  this  bane  of  freedom 
t  umphs.  ^ven  the  selfish  passions  of  our  na- 
t.  re,  plantei^  in  our  bosom  for  our  individual 
s2fety,  afiforc^  no  obstacle  to  its  progress.  It  is 
tfcis  opposition  which  gentlemen  call  harmless, 
Ad  treat  wi^  so  nrtuch  respect;  it  is  this  moral 
t*ason,  to  u^e  the  language  of  his  friend  from 
'l^'nnessee,  (Jklr.  Gulndv.)  which  has  in  all  ages 
a'^/d  countriei  ever  proved  the  most  deadly  foe  to 
fieedom.  N^jr  is  it  then  only  dangerous,  when  it 
hieaks  forth*  into  open  treason  and  rebellion, 
iihout  resSrt  to  violence,  it  is  capable  in  a 
and  waVs  to  counteract  and  deaden  all  the 
i-'otions  of  Qovernment;  to  render  its  policy  wa- 
\  ['ring,  and  io  coaipel  it  to  submit  to  schemes  of 
a  jgraudizen)B?nt  on  the  part  of  other  Govern- 
r,  enls;  or,  i^  resistance  is  determined  on.  to  ren- 
(j  'r  h  feeble  knd  intfl'eclual.  Do  gentlemen  ask 
f  r  instances*?  Unhappily,  they  are  but  too  nu- 
1  lerous.  Wlhere  shall  they  not  be  found?  Ad- 
r  irt'd  and  l^mientcd  Republics  of  antiquity  I — 
Athens,  Carthage,  and  Rome — you  are  the  vic- 
rfms  and  witnesses  of  the  fell  spirit  of  factiou.- 
tj)posiiion.  •Postal  lielJsof  Zama  and  Chirronea  ! 
VDU  can  attest  its  destructive  cruelty.  What  is 
i^e  history  t^'  Polyhius,  and  that  of  the  other  liis- 
Ljrians  of  tlje  free  States  of  antiquity?  What 
akf  political iipeeches  of  Cicero,  and  the  orations 
(J  Demosihtfies,  tliose  models  of  elocjueuce  and 
',;isdom.  but'volumes  of  evidence,  attesting  that 
[1  oppo.-iiio'.:  founded  in  faction,  unrestrained  by 
oderaiion  r^nd  j  regard  to  the  general  welfare, 
the  most  i^angerous  of  political  evils.  Nor  does 
(itiquity  ali.^ne  tesiify.  Tiie  history  of  modern 
rafs  is  pregjiant  with  examples.  What,  he  would 
>k,  have  btv'ame  of  the  free  States  of  modern 
aly,  winch  Jinceflourished  in  wealth  and  power — 
lorence,  Qeuoa,  Venice,  and  many  others? 
'hat  of  ihrfUniled  Provinces  and  Switzerland? 
one;  perisjied  under  the  deadly  feuds  of  oppo- 
tiun.  Evt;Q  El  gland,  with  her  deep  rooted  and 
werful  E^^eculive.  has  not  bt;en  free  from  its 
rnicious  *ffect.  What  arrested  the  war  of 
arlborougi.  wheu  France  was  so  humbled  that, 
^id  it  been  hontinued,  Europe  might  have  been 
I  ee  from  ihf  danger  which   she   has  experienced 

at  staid  the  conquering 
before  his  genius  and 
ower  the  throne  of  the  Bourbons  trembled  to  its 
inire?  Tfie  spirit  of  i.ictious  ojiposiiion,  that 
jmmon  cajise  ol  calaiuiiy,  that  without  which 
berty  inig^t  be  eternal,  and  free  States  irresis- 
blf>.  * 

Our  couiftry,  as  young  as  she  is,  also  lias  her 
.xaniples.    On  the  war  ol"  the  Revolution  had  »he 
[ten  uuited)to  a  man  ;  had  there  been  no  apulo- 
isU  of  op(^sitiuD  ;  had  no  one  opposed  his  will 
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t  ee  irora  tnp  danger  wnn 
om  that  Pj)wer  ?  Wha 
and  of  Ch^iiham.  when 


to  the  general  determination,  would  the  enemy 
ever  had  a  hold  in  our  country,  or  would  that 
contest  have  lasted  for  a  year,  or  would  we  have 
been  indebted  to  foreign  aid  for  the  establishment 
of  our  independence  ?  Even  in  this  war.  how 
much  has  it  debilitated  the  energies  of  our  coun- 
try !  The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  who 
«poke  with  ingenuity  on  this  subject,  told  us  that 
it  we  were  united  the  Canadas  would  be  reduced 
in  thirty  days  ;  and  that  in  consequence  of  our 
disasters,  springing  from  our  divisions,  we  had 
been  disgraced.  VVhat  more  could  he  say  on  the 
fatal  effect  of  opposition  ?  Mr.  C.  appealed  to 
that  gentleman  to  state  thecause  of  our  divisions  ; 
and  would  ask  him,  whether,  with  the  ceitaio 
knowledge  of  its  pernicious  effect,  every  means 
that  could  excite  opposition  had  not  been  uncea- 
singly applied  ?  To  obviate  the  natural  conclu- 
sion, the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was 
compelled  to  deny  that  the  party  now  in  power 
is  a  majority  in  this  country  ;  and  to  contend 
that  the  representation  in  this  body  furnishes  no 
evidence  of  that  fact.  He  argued,  that  many  who 
are  opposed  to  the  war  were  from  party  motives 
induced  to  vole  for  those  in  favor  of  it.  Evea 
admitting  the  argument  to  be  well  founded,  which 
he  did  not  think,  might  it  not  be  retorted?  He 
would  be  glad  to  know  why  the  rule  does  not 
apply  to  the  minority  m  an  equal  degree  ?  Until 
he  assigned  some  reason  why  it  did  not,  he  must 
continue  to  consider  the  majority  here,  as  repre- 
senting a  great  majority  of  the  nation;  and  the 
minority  as  opposing  the  will  of  that  majority. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  the  pretensions  and  declara- 
tions of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  had  compelled  him  to  make  these  general 
observations.  He  knew  not  how  else  they  could  be 
met,  and  he  thought  these  arguments  were  fraught 
with  doctrines  so  erroneous  and  dangerous,  that 
it  was  his  duty  to  present  their  tdl.Mty  in  the  best 
manner  in  hi>  power  to  this  House  and  nation. 
From  the  same  sense  of  duty,  he  fell  bound  to 
offer  his  sentiments  on  a  subject  of  great  deli- 
cacy ;  he  meant  on  the  character  of  the  opposilioQ 
which  the  Government  has  experienced  since  the 
commencement  ot  the  present  difficulties  in  1806, 
and  to  inquire  under  which  of  the  two  species  of 
opposition,  the  moderate  and  useful,  or  factious 
and  dangerous,  it  ought  to  be  arranged.  It  was 
with  pain  he  would  make  this  inquiry.  He  took 
no  pleasure  in  perceiving  the  faults  id  any  part  of 
our  citizens,  much  less  in  presenting  them  to  the 
public.  His  object  was  not  toexpose,  but  to  reform  ; 
to  admonish  of  a  danger  so  natural  to  free  Stales, 
to  which  all  opposiiiou,  even  of  the  most  virtuous 
kind,  so  easily  degenerates,  if  not  incessantly 
watched  ;  and  to  call  on  them,  while  yet  possible, 
to  arrest  its  fatal  career.  It  is  important  to  know, 
that  there  is  a  stage  in  the  progress  of  opposition, 
which  genilemen  consider  as  harmless,  which 
when  once  attained,  no  power  can  arrest ;  not  love 
•  (fcuuniry;  not  even  tiie  certainty  of  being  in- 
volved 111  the  common  destruction.  Has  it  made 
any  progress  in  this  country  to  so  dangerous  a 
stale  i  He  feared  ihere  were  appearances  which 
would  justify  such  a  belief.     One  of  iis  most  uat- 
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ural  symptoms,  was  a  settled  and  fixed  character, 
which,  as  its  object  was  to  embarrass  and  weaken 
Government,  lost  no  opportunity  to  throw  imped- 
iments in  the  way  of  every  measure.  It  had  two 
other  concomitants;  the  one.  a  violence  and  ve- 
betnence  not  warranted  by  any  considerations  of 
expediency;  and  the  other,  urging  of  measures, 
which,  if  adopted,  must  lead  to  national  ruin.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  there  were  reasons  to  believe 
that  the  whole  of  these  existed  in  the  present  Op- 
position. Is  it  net  settled  and  fixed  ?  In  an  un- 
exampled state  of  national  difficulties,  from  the 
first  belligerent  decree  against  our  neutral  com- 
merce down  to  this  day,  he  would  ask  which  one 
of  all  the  measures  of  our  Government  to  resist 
this  almost  universal  depredation,  that  has  not. 
under  one  pretext  or  another,  been  opposed,  ridi- 
culed and  weakened  ?  Yes,  opposed  with  a  vio- 
lence that  would  lead  to  a  belief  that  the  consti- 
tuted authorities,  instead  of  opposing  the  mo^t 
gross  and  outrageous  injustice,  sought  only  the 
destruction  of  their  country.  Again,  what  have 
been  the  measures  that  the  Opposition  has  virtu- 
ally urged?  What  is  it  at  this  moment  ?  With- 
hold the  laws  ;  withhold  the  loans  ;  withhold  the 
men  who  are  to  fight  our  battles  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  destroy  public  faith,  and  deliver  the 
country  unarmed  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 
Suppose  all  of  their  objects  accomplished,  and 
what  would  be  the  situation  of  the  country?  He 
appealed  to  the  people  for  a  decision.  Nor  are 
those  morbid  symptoms  confined  to  this  body. 
The  contagion  lias  gone  forth  into  the  commu- 
nity, and,  wherever  it  hasappeared,  has  exhibited 
tbe  same  dangerous  appearances.  The  inquiry 
might  be  pushed  mucli  farther;  but  he  would 
abstain  from  it.  as  it  was  to  him  by  no  means  a 
pleasant  task.  But,  say  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  what  right  have  we  to 
object?  the  Constitution  justifies  and  secures 
them  in  opposition  to  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment. They  claim  to  be  not  only  above  laws, 
but  beyond  animadversion,  U  is  in  their  eyes 
fair  and  proper  that  the  majority,  who  act  under 
the  undoubted  and  express  sanction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, should  be  subjected  to  every  species  of 
abuse  and  impediment;  but  should  any  oneques- 
tion  the  right  or  the  expediency  ot  the  opposition. 
we  hear  an  immediate  cry  of  oppression.  For 
his  part,  he  thought  that  a  fair  and  moderate  op- 
position ought  at  all  times  to  be  respected  ;  but 
that  our  Constitution  authorized  that  dangerous 
and  vicious  species,  which  he  had  attempted 
to  describe,  he  utterly  denied.  He  called  on  those 
who  made  the  claim  to  so  extravagant  a  power,  to 
point  out  the  article  of  that  instrument  which 
would  warrant  such  a  construction.  Will  they 
cite  that  which  establishes  th«  liberty  of  speech 
here?  Its  object  was  far  difft^rent;  and  it  fur- 
nishes not  the  shadow  of  such  a  power.  Will 
they  rely  on  its  general  spirit  ?  It  knows  no  ob- 
ject but  the  general  good,  and  must  forever  con- 
demn all  fictitious  opposition  to  measures  ema- 
nating from  its  own  authority.  It  is  then  not 
authorized  either  by  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution.    If  then  our  opponents  have  the 


right,  it  is  because  it  is  not  expressly  forbidden. 
In  this  sense,  there  is  no  limitation  to  their  Con- 
stitutional rights.  A  right  might  might  be  thus 
derived  to  violate  the  whole  decalogue.  The 
Constitution  forbids  almost  no  crimes  ;  nor  ought 
it  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  voluraiuous 
penal  code,  whose  object  was  the  definition  and 
prohibition  of  all  acts  injurious  to  society.  Even 
had  this  been  the  case,  the  argument,  that  what 
is  not  forbid  is  justified,  would  be  fallacious  ;  for 
there  are  many  acts  of  the  most  dangerous  ten- 
dency, (of  which  an  unprincipled  opposition  is 
one,)  which  in  their  very  nature  are  not  suscep- 
tible of  that  rigid  definition  necessary  to  subject 
them  to  punishment.  How  ab^urd,  then,  ihear- 
gument,  as  applied  to  the  Constitution,  whose 
object  is  the  mere  enumeration,  distribution,  and 
organization  of  the  powers  of  the  body  politic  ! 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  again  observing,  that  be 
was  compelled  by  the  great  and  dangerous  errors 
of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  to  take  a  view 
more  general,  than  what  was  usually  proper,  of  a 
subject  on  which  it  was  so  important  to  think 
correctly  ;  and  he  could  not  take  his  seat  without 
reiterating  his  admonition  to  this  body  and  the 
country,  to  guard  against  the  pernicious  effect  of 
a  factious  opposition.  Universal  experience  and 
the  history  of  all  ages  furnish  ample  testimony 
of  its  dangerous  consequences,  particularly  in  a 
stale  of  war.  Could  any  certain  remedy  be  ap- 
plied to  restrain  it  within  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion, then,  indeed,  might  our  liberty  be  immortal. 
He  knew  of  none  but  the  good  sense  and  the  vir- 
tue of  the  people.  The  triumph  of  a  party  can 
be  nothing  to  them.  They  can  have  no  interest 
but  in  the  general  welfare. 

Mr.  I.NQERsoLL  said  he  had  been  for  some  time 
endeavoring  to  get  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  his  amazement  and  protest  at  the  mon- 
strous sentiments  broached  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey.  (Mr.  Stockton.)  But  before  I  pro- 
ceed, said  Mr.  I.,  to  their  consideration,  1  ask  to 
be  indulged  for  a  few  moments  while  I  rescue 
myself  from  misapprehension  and  my  constitu- 
ents from  erroneous  impression.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  who  yesterday  reca- 
pitulated all  the  disasters  of  our  armies,  (Mr. 
Miller.)  took  occasion  to  animadvert  on  my  as- 
sertion of  the  popularity  of  the  conquest  of  Cana- 
da in  my  section  of  the  country  ;  and  inquired, 
triumphantly  as  he  seemed  to  think,  why,  if  they 
held  such  opinions,  my  fellow-citizens  did  not 
maintain  them  in  arms  ?  Where  their  patriotism 
was  to  be  found,  if  such  were  their  predilections? 
Why  they  did  not  apply  their  force  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  their  views  in  this  respect  ?  I 
could  have  easily  answered  all  that  honorable 
gentleman's  interrogatories  by  a  short  explanation 
as  he  proceeded,  if  I  had  cared  to  disturb  him  by 
the  intrusion  of  an  unwelcome  fact ;  to  spoil  the 
elaborate  and  nicely  tesselated  superstructure  he 
employed  his  fancy  in  building  up.  But  now  that 
such  an  injury  will  not  be  done  to  the  fabric  of 
his  eloquence,  allow  me  to  give  that  gentleman 
to  understand  that  the  district  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  unworthily  to  represent,  has  contributed 
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I  belit-l'e.  not  less 'than  three  thousaod  soldiers  to  volves  right.  I  have  great  faith  in  the  inslinctf 
the  T'  i(ular  Armv  of  their  country  ;  who  have  ,  of  the  people.  I  prefer  those  instincts  to  the  rea- 
been  i  larcbed  to-ihe  frontiers,  and  conspicuous  soning  faculties  of  honorable  gentlemen.  With 
in  evH  y  action.  'If  the  best  uses  have  not  been  their  impulse  to  sustain  me,  with  the  visa  tergo 
made  '(  such  a  c^ontingent ;  if  it  has  been  mis-  of  popularity  to  propel  me  forward,  I  proceed 
raana'  d,  mal-or^anized  or  ill-distributed,  that  is  with  a  confidence  that  justice  and  sound  policy 
not  ilr  fauli  of  i\ie  men  lhem<-elves.  or  of  the  dis-  ,  are  on  my  side.  Take  that  support  from  under 
trict  V  inich  afforc^ed  them.  The  district  and  its  me  and  I  say  again  that  I  should  pause,  and  if 
citizei  ,  have  don^  their  duties  on  the  occasion  ;  convinced  of  a  change  in  the  current  of  popular 
and  r,  gt-ntlema^i  can  impute  blame  to  them,  sentiment,  relinquish  what  I  might  have  deemed 
who  1    informed  ^.f  the  testimonials,  the  practical    an  object  to  be  desired. 

testim   nialsofthijir  patriotism.  |      The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 

Am  her  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York.  Gro8venor)  was  too  liberal  in  his  Canadiaa 
(Mr.  (  'hosvencw)  who  spoke  to-day,  seems  to  premises.  Nineteen  Canadas  are  seventeen  more 
tialter  himsell  wjih  having  detected  me  in  an  than  we  want.  Two  will  answer  all  our  purposes, 
incau.  )us  acknowledgment  respecting  the  con-  Nor  do  we  desire  even  one  by  reason  especially 
quest  §r  Canada, Jwhich  he  is  pleased  to  account    of  any  specilic  pecuniary  value  at  which  such  an 


acquiiiiion  may  be  estimated.     I  do  not  know,  I 
am  not   able  to  form  an   idea  of  their  value  by 


a  ver^    important*,  and  hitherto  undivulged.  con- 

cessio   ,     It  is  poi^ible,  r.ir.   that  in  the  course  of  ^„ 

desult   ryobservaion  yesterday,  I  may  have  given  such  a  mode  of  calculation.     My  mode  JfVecV- 

breatb  lo  the  opiiioii  ascribed  to  me  by  that  gen-  oning  is  a  different  one.     We  want  Canada  and 

tiema'    ;  but   I  d(jubt  it.     Whatever  my  private  the  mouths  of   the  St.  Lawrence   now,  as   we 

feelin       and  vieyC^  may  be,  I   trust   that  what  I  wanted  Louisiana  and  the  mouths  of  the  Missis- 

said  »,    s  not   defiijienl  la   a  due  circumspection,  sippf  ten  years  ago.     We  want  the  latter  for  rea- 

I  beluje  I  did  no*  assert  the  conquest  of  Canada  (  sons   similar   to  those  which    induced  our  desire 

as  perme  a  suffici«^at  cause  for  the  declaration  of  for  the  former.     The  same  policy  which  dictated 

war,  rlr  i>er  te  «(  sufficient  cause  for   its  prose-  the  necessity  in  the  one  case  dictates  it  in  the 

1   spoke  ^jf  such   a  measure,  not  as  the  other.    We  were  anxious  formerly  to  be  liberated 

t  the  raeaiis  of  ho-stilities.     1  alluded  to  its  from  the  neighborhood,  the  contiguity  of  the  great 

ity,   not  originally,  not  without  provoca-  France.     We  are  anxious  now   to  be   liberated 

ut   in   ar.sjver   to  the  assertion  ot   its  un-  i  from  the    neighborhood,    the   contiguity   of  the 

ity  by  an  ijonorable  gentleman  from  New  Great  Britain.     We  want  no  such  Hanks  lo  our 

hire,  (Mr.WEBdrER.)  to  whom  the  intro-  body  politic,  on  either  side.     We  have  possessed 

of  the  Caiiadian  discussion  is  ascribable,  ourselves  of  the  one.  and  we   need   the  other  to 

0  declareci  the   measure  to  be  unpopular,  consummate    the    Continental    integrity   of   the 

unjuslriable.  and  impracticable.     In  maintaining  American  Republic 


lUs  pojilarity  in  ihat  part  of  the  country  from 
whiclll  come,  I  rjiay,  as  I  do,  without  hesitation, 
aver  lAt  it  is  popular  nut  only  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelpllj.  and  my  -particular  district,  but  through- 
out llj  whole  Sifcte  of  Pennsylvania.  la  men- 
lionin.  this  senfment  of  my  constituents,  I 
consul,  r  myself  ti|  be  actuated  by  the  wisest  and 
most  ^  ,«ogenial  pMinciples  that  can  actuate  a  re- 
public; ;n  represerttaiive  of  any  portion  of  the 
Amer|an  people;    Sir.  while  a  measure  is  pop- 


ular,  I  HJways  coi^sider  that  the  best  reason  that 

It  is  1,  ^ 

ments, 

chang 

tion  n 

pediei 

a  popi    ar  preposs|ssion  with  a  monarchical  pre 

judice  set  myself; to  show  that  a  large  majority 

must     i  in  the  w|ong,  and   a  small  minority  in 

the  ri;  it.     I  am  liot  one  of  those  who  denounce 


As  to  a  pecuniary  value,  that  gentleman  indeed 
may  inention  it.     But  what  would  the  reception 


be  of  such  an  intimation  from  this  side  of  the 
House  ?  What  was  said,  when,  in  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  and  when  our  policy  was  immova- 
bly pacific,  the  wish  was  expressed  to  purchase 
Louisiana  ?  Out  upon  it  1  cried  an  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  New  York.  For  shame !  added  another, 
at  that  lime  from  Pennsylvania.  Contemptible, 
pilitul,  wretched  policy  !  Buy  what  you  ought 
,        ,       ^,  ,      ,  to  take  by  force !     Meanly  purchase  what  is  yours 

lit.     Let  ihe  people  chan-e   their  senii-  ,  by  the  right  of  nature!     Never.     Call  out  your 

^"^f  iT  ^*"*'^*^'"''^    evidence    of  thai  .  troops,  your  regulars  and  your  volunteers— march 
and  I  shafl  instantly  pause;  1  shall  ques-    down  upon  the  province— take  it— keep  it— con- 
own  conviction  of  what  is  just  and  ex-  j  (juer  il— and  enjoy  the  conquest ! 
I  am  noijone  of  those,  who,  confounding  |      Sir,  we  cannot  purchase  Canada  while  waging 

war  upon  its  owners,  or  I  do  not  know  whe'ther 
such  a  bargain  might  not  be  worth  considering". 
We  did  purchase  Louisiana  when  we  had  the  op- 
portunity:   and  all  succeeding  experience  has 


!u!  ^A^J.  ^^  a/ft'ub'l.can  majority  as  if  it  were  \  tended  to  establish  the  inestimable  value  of  that 
*   "    "    ' "       ...  acquisition.     I  cannot  leave  this  part  of  the  sub- 

ject without  observing,  that  should  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  Canadas  to  our  Confederacy,  by  any 
means,  ever  give  us  on  this  Qoor  republican  rep- 
resentatives from  that  quarter  of  the  Continent 
willing  and  able  to  repel  the  Colonial  ideas  of 
English  precedent,  and  to  assert  the  independent 
positions  of  American  principles,  in  a.s  masterly 
a  manner  as  we  have  this  day  heard   from  the 


the    n 

Such 

gruou 

has  bf 

able  g. 

SON.)  l,ey  have  no  analogy  to  the  state  of  things 

under     republica^  government  whose  structure 

is  sucp  as  ours.  'According  to  ray  persuasion, 

Bxajor'y  bespeaks  popularity,  and  popularity  in- 


re  miniatiy  of  an  hereditary  monarch, 
jctrines  arj?  the  inheritance  of  the  incon- 
principles  yf  the  British  Government.  As 
a  most  cori'clusiv.-'ly  shown  by  tne  honor- 
,itleman  ftjlira  Louisiana,  (Mr.   Robert- 
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gentleman  from  Louisiana,  I  am  free  to  say,  for 
one,  that  a  new  and  most  interesting  inducement 
is  superadded  to  the  many  already  existing  and 
familiar  to  us,  why  we  should  persevere  in  every 
endeavor  for  accomplishing  the  object. 

The    honorable   gentleman   from    New    York 
(Mr.  Grosvenor)  has  ingrafted  an  importance 
on  this  attainment,  greater,  I  must  confess,  than 
I  was  prepared  to  subscribe  to.     I  had  not  con- 
sidered the  Canadas  so  natural  an  insertion  into 
our  Union  as  he  appears  to  think  them,  nor  their  ' 
finally  falling  into  our  embrace  an  event  so  much  ! 
within    the    ordinary    and    inevitable    course  of 
things.     1  had  regarded  them  rather  as  only  one 
of  the   present  means,   while   hostilities  prevail 
with  England,  for  forcing  ibe  recognition  of  those  [ 
great  maritime  immunities,  the  flag  of  who've  pro-  , 
lection  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
(Mr.  Stockton.)  whose  views  I  now  proceed  to  ; 
consider — the  flag  of  whose  protection  that  hon- 
orable   gentleman   rejoices  has  been   struck;  the 
flag  of  whose  gallant  and  inimitable  champions — 
which  has  never  been  tarnished,  amidst  all  our 
disasters  and   depressions — I  mean  our  disasters 
on  the  land — has  never  ceased  to  wave,  the  un-  i 
rivalled   banner  of  triumph  and   renown.     Gra-  [ 
cious  God,  defend  my  mind  from  the. entertain- 
ment of  such  a  sentiment  !  Keep  me.  at  all  events,  i 
from  giving  it  utterance  in  this  Hall  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the   American   people,   sacred  to 
the  assertion   of  their  rights  and  the  redress  of 
their  grievance-.     What  are  those  principles,  sir ; 
what  are  they  at  the  prospect  of  whose  abandon- 
ment that  gentleman  rejoices  ;  at  the  thought  of 
who>e  desertion  anv  gentleman  can  indulge  in 
public  exultation?     They  are. 

First.  A  regulation  of  the  British  extension  by 
construction  of  blockade. 

Second.  A  limitation  of  their  inordinate  cata- 
logue of  contraband. 

Third.  No  search  for  men. 

Fourth.    A    qualified,   ascertained,   and    mod- 
erated search  for  things. 

They  are  the  lineal  offspring  of  those  precious 
birthrights  for  which  our  forefathers  invincibly 
contended,  till  they  wrung  from  Great  Britain 
their  most  reluctant  acknowledgment.  They  are 
the  privileges  which  she  now  invades  and  spoils; 
principles  which  are  so  dear  to  this  country  that 
I  trust  in  God  they  will  never  be  abandoned  while 
a  man  remains  for  their  defence. 

And  IS  It  to  strike  the  flag  of  these  rights  that 
the  presiding  officer  of  this  House  is  lo  be  taken 
from  his  elevated  station — a  gentleman  whose 
private  worth  and  public  eminence  are  the  fair- 
est type  of  that  majority  to  which  he  belongs — 
and  sent  three  thousand  miles,  to  the  uppermost 
end  of  Europe,  on  this  errand  of  his  country's 
degradation  ?  Is  it  to  strike  this  flag,  to  prostrate 
it  in  the  dust  at  the  feet  of  our  oppressors,  in  the 
sight  of  all  Europe,  that  the  principal  representa- 
tive of  the  whole  body  of  the  people's  representa- 
tives, imbued  with  all  their  feelings,  pledged  to 
all  their  principles,  is  to  be  despatched  from 
Washington  to  Gottenburgi  Is  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  to  be  made  to  repair  to  where  the  ves- 


tiges are  still  unobliterated  of  the  Northern  Con- 
federacy, there  to  lay  down  before  the  maritime 
tyrants  of  the  world  tho!^e  inalienable  maritime 
rights  which  we  hold  in  common  with  all  inde- 
pendent nations  by  the  same  universal  charter? 
Can  ihis  be  so?  Should  it  be  so?  Need  it  be 
so  ?  We  have  been  told  more  than  once  that 
Admiral  Warren  is  on  the  American  coast,  au- 
thorized and  ready  to  receive,  at  any  time,  those 
concessions  which  we,  forsooth,  prefer  to  blazon 
forth  in  a  solemn  mission  over  the  Atlantic.  If, 
then,  the  flag  of  the  country  is  to  be  struck, 
would  it  not  be  better,  safer,  cheaper,  easier,  less 
galling,  to  strike  it  nearer  home?  To  save  our- 
selves the  cosily  misery  of  passing  over  seas  with 
its  capitulation?  No.  sir,  no;  such  is  not  the 
motive  to  the  mission.  Such  is  not  the  subdued 
spirit  with  which  the  English  overtures  have 
been  met  and  acceded  to.  The  American  flag 
has  not  been  struck.  It  never  must  be  struck. 
It  never  will  be  removed  from  that  mast  where  it 
floats,  and  will  ever  float,  the  glorious  banner  of 
'•  Free  Trade  and  Sailors'  Rights." 

And  is  this  an  earnest,  sir,  of  the  policy  we  are 
to  expect  when  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  comes  into  the  government  of  our 
affairs?  Allow  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  remark 
that  I  cannot,  for  my  part,  perceive  the  public 
evidences,  so  obvious  to  him,  of  such  a  change 
being  at  hand.  Changes  have,  indeed,  takea 
place.  Since  the  last  Summer  session  ihere  hare 
been  two  in  the  delegation  from  the  State  of  New 
York;  but,  in  both  instances,  they  have  been 
substitutions  of  advocates  of  the  war  for  its  an- 
tagonists. One  gentleman  who  took  his  seat  last 
session,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  has  left  it  va- 
cant this,  without  a  struggle,  to  his  competitor. 
Another  venerable  member  having  thought  prop- 
er to  resign,  his  chair  is  to  be  occupied  by  a  rejy- 
resentative  coming  from  the  great  commercial 
emporium  of  the  continent,  with  no  anlipathie«, 
I  am  told,  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
How  is  it,  sir,  in  New  Jersey?  An  inquiry  I 
am  led  into  by  the  introduction  of  the'e  ominous 
soothsayings.  The  honorable  member  from  that 
Slate  (Mr.  Stockto.n)  will  remember  that  wheo 
he  was  elected  to  Congress,  a  Governor  and  State 
Legislature  of  his  own  po<itical  complexion  ac- 
companied his  election.  But,  in  the  revolution 
of  one  single  twelvemonth,  he  well  knows  that 
all  these  recent  incumbents  in  his  own  State  have 
been  dispossessed.  Why.  I  would  ask  him,  why 
were  his  friends  dismissed  after  so  short  a  trial  of 
their  principles  ?  Because,  no  doubt,  because  the 
people  disapproved  of  them.  Because  the  people 
were  constant  in  their  attachment  to  principles 
which  he  is  willing  to  renounce.  I  reside,  sir,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  so  much  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood of  his  State  as  to  know  that  a  majority, 
a  very  decided  majority  of  the  good  people  of 
New  Jersey  never  will  abandon  the  rights  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  nor  support  the  man  who  would 
abandon  them.  They  concur  in  feeling  and  opin- 
ion with  a  large  majority  of  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people,  whose  views  are  correctly  represented 
by  the  majority  in  this  House. 
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All  here  let  jne  make  ao  observation  or  two    measuring  our  sufferinffs  by  those  of  many  of 
on  ij|e  so  much:.contrcveried  doctrine  of  moral    the  best  men  in  England  ;  and  the  statesmen  in 
trea  ^n,  first  meutioned   by  the   gentleman  from    the  United  States  who  smart  occasionally  under 
TcnA-ssee,  (Mr  =  Grundy.)     It    appears    to  me    these  applications,  may  be  at  least  in   some  de- 
thatjhe  indignation   which    has   been  expressed  hiree  reconciled   to   patient  endurance  by  the  re 
agaiilt  this  doci|ine  IS  the  result  of  to  be  sure  an  I  flection    that   the   English    press    has    been   still 

hono*ible,    but    ;I    think,    too    hasty    sensibility.    '""'''   .ii,k„-»i    ;„    ;. _._-^.      r  ."." 

whicj  excites  id|as  not  involved  in  the  terms  ap- 
pliefj  Those  t«<rrns,  by  a  very  natural  associa- 
tion,were  ipurn'd  at  by  honorable  minds,  with- 
out  4king   time,  to  consider  their  true  import 


Feel  \g  was  co^isulted,  and  spoke,  instead  of 
judgt.ent.  The.Avords  were  regarded,  not  their 
meaiLig.  Whenever  actual  treason  is  defined 
and  fcnited   to  a  few  specific  cases,  it  does  not 


more  illiberal  in  its  treatment  of  some  of  the 
acknowledged  pillars  of  that  Kingdom.  In  like 
manner,  the  debates  in  Parliament  are  conducted 
with  much  greater  latitude  than  our  debates  are 
in  Congress,  or  than  I  trust  they  ever  will  be. 
But  does  it  follow,  from  these  premises,  that  an 
American  opposition  is  to  be  confounded  with 
an  English  opposition?  No,  sir.  In  England 
opposition  is  to  the  .Monarch  and  his  Ministers  ; 


own  Btuaiion,  of  what  may  be  deemed  a  Cun- 
stituijtnal  oppoMiion,  and  what  not.  In  Eng- 
land j>)e  Monarch  is  supreme,  his  power  great, 
and  ^je.ssantly  fflcreaslng  through  the  clia'nnels 
of  p.-JiOnage,  an^  other  such  sources  of  augmen- 
tation    A  violer^t  opposition  is  harmless,  may  be 


appe«  tu  me  that  the   bounds  of   moral  treason  ,  in  America  opposition  is  to  the  people  for  Gov- 
mustjieeds  be  .^)  enlarged  as   to  become   very  j  ernment   here  is  an   immediate   and  constantly 
comipehensive.     There  must  be  more  practical    renewed   distillation   from  the   people      Within 
actiV  in  a  Re^-ublic  than  a  Monarchy.     Fac-  |  certain  limits  the  range  is  undoubtedly  Consti- 
tion  f-a  name  in;  the  latter-essential  in  the  for-    tuiional.     The  press,  and  exposure  out  of  doors 
mer.  |:ln  the  one  it  is  i.ierely  denounced  ;  in  the  I  debate,  and  contradiction  by  speeches  and  votes 
other»suppressed.     Therefore  it  is,  as  has  been    m   this  Assembly,  public   sentiment  m  short   in 
abunfcn.ly  shown  to-d.y,  that  we  should  not  re-    all  its  elements,  is  the  theatre  for  the  operations 
ler   iJLhnglandTor  examples,  analogous  to  our    of  a  minority.     While  regard  is   had   to   estab- 
ownlt.anon    .^  ^U..  .,.„  K.  ...„„.....   .    r,  ._    i  j.^j.^j    regulations   w.thin^hese    doors,    and    to 

Constitutional  injunctions  without,  who  would 
strive  to  Interrupt  or  suppress  the  agitations  of 
opposition?  Nobody,  I  am  sure.  But  when 
these  limits  are  transgressed,  it  is  indispensable 

who*nm«  •>,»,;      'V.      f" '. --I-— J  "-    to  public  safety  that  the  transgression  should  not 

wholjome  iher.;.      fhe  foul    atmosphere  about  \  pass  off  with  impunity.     The  gentlemen  of  the 
the  tAone  may.  indeed  must   be  purified  by  oc- !  minority  surely  injoy\ery  grea^  pnvTaes  and 

casicfhl  popular  tempests.     In  that  Ostrogothic  ' :.-.u___^     rt,J,  '         >»     <ti  privileges  and 

mag.Cine   of  alNurdilii>s— the  British   constitu- 
jxtrenie  violence  at   the  one  end  is  neces- 


lounteracit,  to  check  and  balance,  as  it  is- 
ctreme  power  at  the  other  end;  not  vio- 


exercise  them.  They  may  put  us  all  out.  I 
promise  them,  if  they  do,  that  we  will  never  ask 
to  manage  their  measures,  as  they  persist  in  their 
efforts  to  control  ou.-s.  They  shall  declare  war 
or   not,   and  wage  a  offensively  or  defensively 


lenc.^.,  tact,  or  .n  deed,  but  in  speech,  in  print,  ;  just  as  they  th.n^  proper,  without  our    eaurinr 
and  J^sentiment,     Nothing  can  be  clearer  than  !  whatever  our  plan  ot^pposurn  may  be  w  th^: 
^.e^it.ons   a*unH.d    by  the  gentleman   from  j  out  our  requiring  them  to  begin  w"  ere  we  may 
^"^¥T^t'''^^^'-  ^VEBSTER.)thatoppos.-lmark    the    line  'of    commencement    or  To  Tton 
W.iV'^"-''":    •'  '^^'l^^ij^<^^ory   than  here;  I. short  where  we  may  define  th"po  nt   of  termi*^ 
but  .Jjh.ng  on    he  other  hand  can  be  more  erro-  i  nation.     We  will  never  entreat  ther^  whei  l^ev 
neoul'.l.an  his  d.duc.ioo  from  that  ground.  The  :  fairly  get  into  power,  as  they  now  Tsk  us   when 
peop^here  are  ti^e  sovereign.     The  majority  is  l  thev  have  fairly  <.ot  tl  emseWes  out  of  li   .'oTn? 
^■presentati^ve.     There  the  MonarcS  is  s'ov-  i  go  all  the  r.ght^-  o?  a  ma"      ty    and  m     ' rep   Jl  i 
and  the  r4'ople  are  at  best  but  his  aux.li-    can  Government  to  suffel  the  minoriv  ,o  rSle 
L  ..k  intc-  modern  English  history,  as  we        Whenever  such  shall  be  theTase  ilr  CI  air 
ited    to  do   by  the  honorable  gentleman    man;  whenever   the  party    n   the   m.norhy  oJ" 
ew  Hamij^hire;  par.icularly  the  times  of,  ta.ns  the  ascendant,  and  tV-najorhy  is  drivel 
xturd.  Sir,  li^ert  Walpole,  and  the  Earl  ,  from  the  Government   be  their  numbers  J.VLl 
1,  and  yuu.will  fi«d  that  the  dissolution  of  i  ents   never  so  infeV  or     let    I  em   hrmnr^ 
n:slry  wa.   generally  the  signal   for  their     lempi.ble  than  ever  anv.artvvpth,     K     '   °" 
impe.Jiment    banish m.-nt,  and    co'nfi.cation,  on  ,  this  countrrthey   wi^L've  t-heVel  »,     u'f"  '° 
the  n.i,on  of  th.ir  successors.     Examine  their  '  find  sufficie  u  consoTa  Lrin  the  r^^^^^  7" 

ceive  Jat  licentious  as  the  press  may  be  thought    those  principles  which  ihe  gentleman  from  New 

and  p 
are  ih 


c  secret,  Ms  not  been  violated,  ransacked,  i  seclusion  and  private  life 


verted  forjibellous  pu  rposes  ?  Severe  a 
lacerations  of  the  press  in  this  country, 
they  ;,  *  <ioi  so  much  so  as  its  outrages  in  Eng- 
land, ^ur  withers  are  almost  unwrung,  sharp 
as  ih(  'discipline  may  -omeiimes  be  felt  when 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  resume  mv  seat  with- 
out declaring  that  my  confidence  is  undiminished 
iQ  that  excellent  Chief  Magistrate  the  present 
1  resident  ol  the  United  Slates;  that  I  liave  no 
api^rehensioQs  lor  his  determination   to  preserve 
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inviolate  those  noble  privileges  for  which  the 
nation  is  contending  ;  that  he  would  rather,  much 
rather,  be  driven  from  power  than  relinquish  any 
one  of  them.  And  I  will  add.  that  should  such 
unhappily  be  his  infatuation  ;  should  he  have 
brought  his  mind  to  consent  to  an  abandonment 
of  his  country's  rights,  that  country,  true  to  it- 
self, is  still  able  and  resolved  to  stand  by  them  ; 
we.  the  people,  and  the  people's  representatives, 
will  cast  about  for  a  belter  Executive  represent 
alive  of  the  popular  feeling;  we  will  find  and 
elevate  a  man  less  willing  to  sacrifice  us  to  Great 
Britain. 

When  Mr.  Ingersoll  closed  his  remarks.  Mr. 
FiMK  made  a  lew  incidental  observations,  and  the 
commiliee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday.  January  17. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  William  Ihvino  to  serve 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  from  the  Slate  of 
New  York,  in  the  place  of  Ei^bert  Benson,  re 
signed:  which  was  referred  to  "the  Committee  of 
Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  the  amount  of  duties  and 
drawbacks  on  goods  imported  into,  and  export- 
ed from,  the  United  States,  for  the  years  1810, 
1811,  and  1812;  which  where  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Pension  Fund;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

ARTS  AND  MA.NL'FACTURES. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 

TheaSUHT    DEPAHTMr.."rT, 

January  13,  1814. 

Sir  :  By  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of 
March,  1812,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trra«:ury  was  di- 
rected to  employ  a  person  to  digest  and  reduce  to  such 
form  as  should  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
the  United  States,  a  statement  of  the  number,  nature, 
extent,  situation,  and  value,  of  the  arts  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  Lnilcd  States ;  and  by  the  resolution  of ' 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9lh  of  July,  ISIJ, 
be  was  directed  to  have  printed,  during  the  then  en- 
suing recess  of  Congress,  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
digest  made  in  pursuance  of  the  former  resolution. 

Under  the  first  resolution  Tench  Cox,  Esq.,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, was  employed  to  digest  and  reduce  to  form 
the  statement  of  arts  and  manufactures;  and  has 
transmitted  to  the  Treasury  two  series  of  tallies,  ex- 
hibiting the  several  manufaclures  of  the  United  States 
as  returned  by  the  marshals  and  secretarifs  of  Terri- 
tories and  their  assistants,  in  the  year  1810;  first,  by 
States  and  Territories;  and  secondly,  in  every  county 
in  the  Union.  These  talilfs  were  accompanied  by 
two  essays  or  collections  of  facts  and  observations  pre- 
pared also  by  Mr.  Cox,  relating  to  the  state  of  manu- 
factures of  this  country,  and  the  motives  which  exist 
for  affording  encouragement  and  extension  to  them. 


Under  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  9th  of  July,  1813,  the  two  series  of  tables 
abovementioned  have  been  directed  to  be  printed.  The 
two  essays  not  being  strictly  in  the  character  of  official 
documents,  it  was  supposed  that  they  did  not  fall  with- 
in the  resolution  of  the  House,  and  they  have  not  been 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  printing  of  the  second  se- 
ries of  tables  showing  the  manufactures  by  counties 
throughout  the  United  Stales,  is  not  yet  completed.  Of 
the  first  series,  of  tables  exhibiting  the  manufactures  by 
States  and  'i'erritories,  although  the  printing  is  com- 
pleted, a  part  only  of  the  copies  has  been  received  from 
Philadelphia,  where  the  work  was  executed. 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  now  to  transmit  three 
hundred  printed  copies  of  the  series  of  tables  last  men- 
tioned, and  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  two  essays  above 
described.  The  remainder  of  the  printed  copiesofthe 
series  of  tables,  and  those  of  the  other  or  second  series 
of  Ubles,  will  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  soon  as  they  shall  be  received  at  the 
Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor,  Ac. 

W.  JONES, 
Acting  Secr'y  of  Treasury. 

Hon.  Sphakkb  of  the  House  of  Rept. 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
manuscript  essays  therein  mentioned,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  W.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  adverting  to  for- 
iTier  inquiries  into  the  expenditures.  Sec,  of  the 
Navy  when  that  establishment  was  rather  of  an 
ephemeral  than  permanent  nature,  which  had 
proved  ineffectual,  and  which  were  much  more 
important  now  that  the  Navy  had  assumed  a 
greater  magnitude,  offered  ihe  following  resolu- 
tion, being  precisely  the  words  of  one  adopted  at 
a  former  session  in  this  House: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  means  of  retrenchment 
and  economy,  of  reform  in  the  general  management, 
and  of  extension  and  efficiency  in  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment, may  be  practicable  and  expedient;  and  that 
they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Reed  said,  that  his  motive  for  offering  this 
resolution,  was  the  general  opinion  that  our  Navy 
cost  more  money  m  proportion  to  its  eflScient 
force  than  any  navy  in  the  world.  This  circum- 
stance he  did  not  attribute  to  the  fault  of  indi- 
viduals in  that  Departruent;  but  he  wished  to 
be  enabled  to  inquire  into  the  defects  of  the  sys- 
tem, if  any,  and  if  necessary  to  devise  appropri- 
ate remedies.     This  was  his  sole  object. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  refer  the 
subject  to  the  Naval  Committee,  whose  pecu- 
liar duty  it  would  appear  to  be  to  inquire  into 
sucli  matters. 

Mr.  Sevbekt.  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a  member 
cf  the  Navai  Committee,  (in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  the  chairman.)  stated,  on  his  part,  a 
full  conviction  that  nothing  could  be  done  effect- 
ually by  that  committee  in  such  an  inquiry  as 
this.  He  referred  also  to  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  on  a  former  occasion  on  the  subject, 
by   which,  although  composed  of  many   mem- 
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heny*{id  authrjrized  lo  act  during  the  recess. 
ootlSig  effectual  had  been  done.  Mr.  S.did  not 
beliitfe  they  ever  should  get  adequate  informa- 
tiotiBn  this  subject  through  the  means  of  any 
comEittee  of  tliis  House,  or  through  any  means 
shor»/jf  a  Nav^  Board,  which  alone  can  make 
the  L-cessary  rtrform.  It  is  impossible  that  raem- 
bersif  Congresi,  who  have  in  general  but  little 
info*»ation  on  the  subject  of  naval  matters,  or 
ol  tN»  various  bj-anchea  of  manufactures,  should 
be  tubie  to  obtain  correct  information  on  the  va- 
riou»  articles  ot,  growth  or  industry  which  enter 
intojhe  compoiiiion  cf  the  Navy,  or  make  the 
necJbsary  reforii.  VVith  regard  lo  the  compara- 
iiveajpense  ot'bur  Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  S. 
saidXt  was  sta^^i  to  him  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Na\Cl  Commiu^e,  from  an  examination  of  docu- 
merf^> — and  itwiis  with  surprise  Mr.  S.  had  heard 
the  ^atement — ihat  the  persons  employed  in  the 
nav^  service  lii^.  for  ihe  last  year,  cost  less  per 
matf  than  those|emplQyed  in  the  navy  of  Great 
Biiism. 

GHOLSojfT,  of  Virginia,  was  desirous  of 
jing  wheth,T  this  motion  was  predicated  on 
illeged  or  Supposed  malversation  in  office 
jse  noweujployeJ  in  the  Naval  Department. 
ijr.  said,  he  4iad  been  induced  to  believe  that 
Uiderable  iVform  had  taken  place  in  that 
[rtment  itirce  lh»?  present  incumbent  had 
charge  of:  it.  I(  bad  appeared,  on  exami- 
ja  a  year  apo.  from  the  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pen*iures  of  lUe  Ornish  navy,  that  the  expense 
per  ^lan  of  the:Britioh  navy  was  not  more  than 
aboig  one  hatfiof  that  of  a  man  of  our  Navy. 
ButSt  appeared^  since  that  day.  much  reform  had 
takel  place;  so^much  so,  that,  according  to  the 
stattlnent  jusi  jmade,  the  comparative  expense 
wasliOW  greaic;  in  (he  British  service  than  in 
ours*  This  wa^'an  important  fact,  be  said,  which 
IS  much  pleased  to  hear. 

ilEED  sa,d,  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
had  eniirifiy  misunderstood  him,  if  he  sup- 
that  he  i\i.d  foui.ded  his  motion  on  any  al- 
mismanai^ement  of  the  individuals  engaged 
It  Depart! :.ent.  He  knew,  and  was  rejoiced 
ir,  that  niijuy  improvements,  very  advanta- 
to  the  p;^blic  service,  had  recently  been 
maul  in  the  N^y  Department.  It  would  savor, 
pertiips,  a  littie^of  vaiiity,  to  presume  it  to  be  in 
his  (  vir.  Reeu'.^)  powf  r  to  arrange  such  a  system 
as  »  uld  correa  existing  evils.  But  his  design 
was  o  endeavor  to  coilect,  through  this  commit- 
tee, le  opinion?  of  practical  men  on  the  subject ; 
and.  from  then/,  deduce  such  alterations  ol  the 
sysli  D  as  migh*  promise  beueticial  results  to  the 
pub;  c  service. 
M  L  Rhea,  ot '■Tennessee,  spoke  in  favor  of  the 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Exiennon  of  Enlistmentt. 


1012 


Janoabt,  1814. 


ame 


dmeni. 


M  Post,  of^ew  York,  said  this  inquiry  was. 
iQ  h'€  opinion,  eery  intportant  in  its  nature,  and 
that  »e  was  satN-fied.  il  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee (.  i  Naval  Affairs,  it  would  sleep  there.  Hav- 
ing le  honor  ts[  be  a  member  of  tiiat  committee, 
be  ^  J  not  hesii(ite  to  say  that,  with  all  the  busi 
nes.-;  ao'.v  requiring  their  attention,  they  would 
be  1   competent^  to  the   task   proposed   to  be  as- 


signed  them.     He  therefore  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  amended  as  proposed. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  as  the  gentleman 
who  presided  over  the  Naval  Committee  was  not 
present  and  the  difference  of  opinion  on  this  mai- 
ler seemed  to  require  further  time  for  reflection. 
Mr.  C.  took  occasion  to  say.  that  he  believed  this 
resolution  to  have  originated  in  the  purest  mo- 
tives. No  gentleman,  he  believed,  was  more  sin- 
cerely attached  to  the  Navy  than  the  genilemaa 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Reed.)  or  more  en- 
lightened on  that  subject ;  and  he  was  therefore 
glad  to  see  him  apply  his  attention  to  the  subject. 
Mr.  C.  also  remarked,  that  he,  too.  had  heard 
the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  say,  that 
the  expenditures  of  the  Navy  had  been  recently 
much  reduced. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

EXTENSION  OF  ENLISTMENTS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the 
enlistment  of  certain  regiments  for  five  years,  or 
during  the  war. 

Mr.  Stocktu.n  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  hare 
added  any  thing  to  the  observations  which  I 
made  on  Saturday  against  the  bill  on  the  table. 
And  if  the  Committee  had  seen  fit  to  have  per- 
mitted me  on  that  evening  to  have  made  a  short 
reply  to  the  very  extraordinary  aitack  made  upoa 
mc  by  the  honorable  gentleman  /rom  Philadel- 
phia, I  should  have  rested  contented.  But,  as  that 
privilege  was  denied  me  by  the  majority.  1  am 
under  the  necessity  of  doing  a  service  now  which 
I  ardently  wished  to  have  performed  then,  i  was 
accused  by  that  gentleman,  in  terms  not  to  be 
misunderstood,  of  the  "  monstrous''  crime  of  re- 
joicing at  the  calamities  of  my  country.  I  deny 
the  accusation.  I  have  neither  a  heart  to  con- 
ceive nor  a  tongue  to  utter  such  a  sentiment. 

What  i  said,  was  not  hastily,  but,  on  full  ad- 
visement ;  and  now,  on  mature  reconsideration,  I 
still  adhere  to  it.  I  $aid  that  the  Admiuistraiion 
meant  to  abandon  the  osten-ible  grounds  on  whicb 
the  war  is  continued  ;  and  therefore  that  the  enor- 
mous expenses  about  to  be  incurred,  would  be  aa 
useless  waste  of  public  money.  Tliis  was  no  vis- 
ionary conceit  of  mine — but  an  irresistible  con- 
clusion, to  be  extracted  from  the  public  documents 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Government.  I  relied  on 
the  fact,  that  the  basis  of  negotiation  offered  oy 
England  had  been  acceded  to  here;  and,  Eng- 
land having  caused  us  distinctly  to  kjjow  that  she 
would  not  negotiate  now  on  any  other  terms  than 
those  she  had  always  offered,  one  of  two  conclu- 
sions presented  itself  and  was  irresistible:  either 
the  questions  of  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights" 
were  given  up,  or  the  intended  mission  was  de- 
ceptive, intended  only  to  delude  the  people  and 
squander  their  money.  Not  feeling  myself  au- 
thorized to  assert  the  last.  I  adopted  the  first.  1  re- 
tract not  a  word — I  am  willing  to  place  it  upon 
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the  record.  There  let  it  remain  and  be  remem- 
bered—time will  test  it.  Not  a  letter  in  any 
treaty  of  peace  to  grow  out  of  this  negotiation 
will  l>elound  impairing  maritime  rights  as  claimed 
by  Great  Britain  ;  the  subject  will  either  never 
be  mentioned,  or  put  upon  the  shelf  ad  refer- 
endum. I  added  (and  this  it  was  that  excited 
the  gentleman's  patriotic  warmth)  that  the  Ad- 
ministration had  struck  its  flag,  and  that  I  re- 
joiced at  it.  Sir,  I  do  rejoice  at  It.  I  rejoice  at  it 
because,  as  I  then  stated,  I  see  in  it  the  first  dawn- 
ing of  the  day-star  of  peace — some  prospect,  how- 
ever faint  and  indistinct,  that  an  end  will  be  put 
to  the  evils  which  afllict  my  country. 

But  the  gentleman  made  me  to  say  I  rejoiced 
that  ray  country's  flag  was  struck.  I  deny  the 
assertion,  and  can  safely  appeal  to  every  honor- 
able man  who  heard  me. 

No  sir,  I  can  never  rejoice  that  the  flag  of  my 
country  is  struck — the  national  flag — that  flag  of 
my  country  which  was  planted  by  the  immortal 
Washington  on  the  rampart  of  independence ; 
those  stripes,  which  yet  wave  triumphant  on  the 
ocean,  are  most  dear  to  me  This  was  not  the  flag 
I  alluded  lo.  The  flag  of  which  I  spoke  is  the  flag 
of  the  Ministry — that  flag  of  error  and  misrule — 
the  false,  alien  party  flag,  which  has  beguiled  and 
deluded  the  people,  and  conducted  us  from  peace 
and  happiness  to  war  and  misery.  No,  sir,  the 
good  old  flag  of  America  is  cherished  by  me  with 
tender  affection,  and  for  reasons  as  powerful  as 
can  operate  on  man.  My  stake  in  this  community, 
covered  as  it  is  by  this  flag,  is  great  and  interest- 
ing ;  not  in  money  and  goods,  fleeting  and  worth- 
less, but  in  children  and  in  lands.  I  have  one 
allant  son  now  on  the  ocean  fighting  under  that 
ag,  who  would  prefer  it  as  a  shroud,  rather  than 
witness  its  base  surrender.  I  have  other  sons 
equally  gallant  who  will  defend  it  with  their 
lives,  whenever  it  shall  be  unfurled  in  the  cause 
of  justice,  or  the  libertie><  of  this  nation.  And  1, 
sir,  old  as  I  am  compared  with  the  gentleman 
from  Philadelphia — although  the  frost  of  fifiy 
years  is  now  pressing  over  my  head — even  I,  sir, 
am  yet  able  to  defend  it,  1  should  hope,  with  at 
leastas  much  firmness  and  constancy  as  that  gentle- 
man. Why,  then,  were  my  evident  meaning  and 
expressions  perverted  ]  Was  it  part  of  the  plan 
which  seems  to  be  maturing  to  put  down  opposi- 
tion ?  Vain  and  hopeless  project!  Opposition, 
sir,  can  never  be  put  down  whilst  the  Constitu- 
tion or  one  shred  of  it  remains. 

Doomed  we  may  be  to  sit  here  and  attend  to 
lectures  learnedly  prepared,  to  graduate  tlie  rights 
of  majorities  and  minorities;  to  determine  what 
is  rightful — what  a  factious  opposition;  but  such 
schemes  are  visionary  and  fantastic.  The  case 
admits  of  no  limit  but  the  Constitution;  no  re- 
medy even  for  abuses  but  that  to  be  found  lu  the 
people.  It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  majority  to 
act,  the  privilege  of  the  minority  to  protest.  The 
Constitution  is  the  only  limit  ol  action  or  obstruc- 
tion. What  majority  (its  members  being  the 
judges)  was  ever  in  the  wrong  ?  What  minority 
other  than  I'actious  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority  ? 
1  would  recommend  it  to  gentlemen  to  leave  this 


matter  as  they  found  it.     Thus  much,  sir,  for  ex- 
planation. 

I  shall  now  claim  a  few  moments  to  reply  to 
other  remarks,  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Phil- 
adelphia thougiit  proper  to  indulge  him.self.  That 
honorable  member  thought  it  necessary  to  rake 
tne  and  my  constituents  into  his  important  keeping. 
From  the  exalted  eminence  which  he  occupies, 
in  the  great  metropolis  of  Pennsylvania,  he  cast  his 
eye  over  the  small  and  humble  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey. He  was  pleased  to  survey  both  ihe  people 
and  their  member.  Me,  the  unworthy,  faithless 
Representative  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  he 
reminded  of  my  dependence  on  that  people  for 
political  existence.  Them  he  exhorted,  or  seemed 
disposed  to  exhort,  to  |)unish  me  (as  they  had 
already  punished  a  refractory  Governor)  for  po- 
litical heresy. 

I  hope  sir.  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  am  not  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  ties  which  bind  me  to  my  con- 
stituents. I  know  that  they  are  not  ignorant  of, 
and  will  be  watchful  of  their  rights;  neither  the 
constituents  or  the  member  stood  in  need  of  the 
advice  of  that  gentleman  ;  he  will  neither  receive 
their  thanks  or  mine  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken. 
The  obligations  which  the  confidence  of  my  fel- 
low-cilizens  have  imposed  upon  me,  I  shall  never 
overlook.  The  trust  shall  never  be  betrayed.  I 
will  defend  what  I  conscientiously  believe  to  be 
their  right  and  interest  at  all  hazards.  My  con- 
stituents shall  never  be  misrepresented  by  me ; 
they  knew  me  before  they  elected  me.  they  took 
me  as  I  was.  Such  as  1  was  I  shall  remain.  1 
have  never  concealed  my  opinions,  or  made  false 
pretensions  to  cheat  them  of  their  suffrage.  They 
knew  (1  repeat  it)  when  they  elected  me,  they 
knew  that  I  was  no  Court  sycophant,  no  change- 
ling— that  I  had  never  been  up  at  the  market — 
they  elected  me  without  solicitation.  Had  I  so- 
licited them  they  had  rejected  me.  They  have 
confided  in  me  and  shall  not  be  deceived  ;  and 
however  the  gentleman  may  suppose  that  he  is  ia 
their  secrets,  I  can  tell  him  that  I  yet  speak  their 
sentiments.  Yes,  sir,  the  district  which  I^together 
with  my  venerable  colleague,  represent,  yet  con- 
tains a  majority  of  true  patriots  of  the  Washing- 
ton school.  To  represent  such  a  district  is  no  com- 
mon honor  in  times  like  these.  I  cherirh  it  as 
such  ;  and  it  shall  con.sole  me  under  every  occur- 
rence. But,  sir,  he  judged  me  by  himself,  if  he 
supposes,  as  he  seemed  to  suppose,  that  I  am  anx- 
ious to  retain  my  seat  here.  He  is  greatly  mis- 
taken. Highly  as  I  estimate  the  honor  conferred 
upon  me,  the  acceptance  of  it  was  a  sacrifice  of 
interest,  ui  habit,  and  of  feeling.  I  can  lay  my 
hand  upon  my  heart,  and  in  all  siocerit)'  say,  that 
the  day  which  shall  finish  my  political  course,  and 
restore  me  to  my  family  and  friends,  I  .shall  hail 
as  the  hap[)iest  ot  the  year.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman, after  satisfying  himself  with  New  Jersey 
and  Its  Representatives,  recurred  to  objects  vastly 
more  impt'r;aut.  He  returned  to  himself  and 
Pennsylvania.  He  told  you  that  he  was  iu  favor 
of  the  war — ihat  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  were 
in  favor  of  the  war,  and  that  he  should  remain 
in  its  favor  unless  indeed  (recollecting  himself) 
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tl;  f  people  shjiuld  change  their  opinion,  and  then, 
s'd  he,  I  shajl  change  mine. 


Fo  the 
I  hea 


atti-r  part  of  the  gentleman's  proposi- 
rtity  subscribe — it  is  doubtless  correct ; 
h  has  once  Lefore  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  people 
b;  ;changing.;  and  he  will  raost  unquestionably 
c^  >nge  agair  when  the  like  tenopiation  is  pre- 
st»  led.  ir.  Sr.  Chftirman.  some  ten  years  ago, 
-    io-^ity  or  Jtjrcident  had  taken  you  to  the  great 

'  of  Philat^elphia.  and  you  had  cast  an  inquisi- 
ti    •  eye  overjits  political  hemijphere,  perhaps  a 

ith  might;  have  been  pointed  out  to  your  no- 

— a  youthtjfsmaM  stature,  but  gigantic  talents. 

h  a  mind  s<ored  with  all  the  treasures  of  classic 
loX-.  an  extei^or  adorned  by  all  the  accomplish- 

uts  of  foreign  trarel ;   had   you   inquired  what 


point  out  the  man  ;  then,  indeed,  would  the  coun- 
try rejoice;  then  again  this  stricken,  faljo.  and 
alien  flig  might  be  unfurled  from  the  top  of  the 
Palace,  and  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  become 
once  more  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  have  now  done  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Philadelphia — our  account  is  set- 
tled. If  I  have,  in  repelling  a  most  improper  at- 
tack, uttered  an  expression  unworthy  the  dignity 
of  this  place,  I  hope  to  find  my  excu-^e  in  the 
occasion.  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned.  I  promise 
never  again  to  trouble  you  on  such  a  subject. 
The  gentleman  may  seek  me  out  again  if  he 
pleases — nothing  which  he  shall  say  shall  extort 
a  reply. 
,  ,    -    ,     ,  ,  -  ,      Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  having  risen,  Mr.  Irt- 

ihe  political  character  and  conduct  of  that  ger.soll,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  Mr.  McLean 
th,  you  w*uld  have  been  informed  that  he  was  to  indulge  him  with  the  floor  for  a  few  minutes 
a  ^  :ederalist-,-a  Federalist  warm,  intemperate,  to  which  Mr.  McLean  assenting,  Mr.  Ingersoli! 
ac      impruderjt.  exerting  from  time  to  time  his    proceeded : 

fatjfamed  literary  talents  to  write  down  old  and  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  the  goodness  to 
ea|y  members  ot  the  Republican  party;  what,  give  me  the  floor.  I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  re- 
sufwould  be  your  surprise  now  to  recognise  this    join  to  a  part  of  the  replication  of  the  honorable 

'^Vl?''!?\  J'l""'^  S*'?'"'''i°'"  |s^"''^'"*"  ^^^^  ^^^  Jersey,  (Mr.  Stockton,) 

^^j  j^  plead  guilty  to  the  residue,  and  put  my- 


y 

ti( 
w 


XL 


str 


|)llQg 


in 


Ph  ladelphia  I'  Yes,  sir,  he  was  once  a  Federalist. 
or'  retended  \r>  be  one,  but  the  storm  came  and  he 
ch  aged  his  garments;  he  perceived  in  good  fea- 
sor the  road  the  mighty  crowd  had  taken  ;  he 
sa>  the  courte  the  current  would  pursue;  he 
sei'  ^d  the  ha{yiy  moment,  launched  his  little  bark 
on'  the  boisterous  element  of  popular  opinion  ; 
he'  oramittedjiimself  to  the  waves,  and  the  wind 
an:  the  tide  h^e  wafted  him  into — his  seat.  But 
ih/ gentleman^from  Philadelphia  could  not  leave 
us  jvithout  th«;  benefit  of  his  political  creed,  made 
up-jn  the  forn^  of  instructions  to  the  present  and 
allVuture  Cbef  .Magistrates;  he  gave  us  the 
ts  to  be  gained  by  the  pen  or  the  sword  ;  and 
nated  thaj  if  ihis  President  did  not  secure 
another;  must  be  found  who  would.  Pre- 
s  legacy  !  i'ull  of  practical  wisdom  ! 
e  would  fjrst  cause  to  be  altered  the  British 
noe  of  blcji^kade — a  doctrine  perfectly  settled 
re  and   siice  the  Orders  in  Council,  resting 
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le  public  ;^w  of  Europe,  and   not  even  com-  j  ter,  letting  loose 


self  on  my  country  for  trial. 

It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  that  on  Saturday, 
when  one  of  the  Array  bills  was  in  a  stage  to  be 
reported  as  agreed  to,  that  gentleman  rose,  and 
taking  a  lead  in  opposition  to  it,  declared  his  hos- 
tility to  the  measure,  for  reasons  which  he  then 
assigned — which  he  has  now  reiterated  and  ac- 
knowledged, though  with  some  attempt  at  quali- 
fication— and  of  which,  actuated  by  the  feeling 
of  the  moment,  I  expressed  my  disapprobation. 
It  was,  however,  the  principles  I  attacked,  not  the 
person  of  that  honorable  member.  I  am  much 
mistaken  if  I  uttered  a  word  incompatible  with 
his  personal  privileges,  or  that  regard  for  deco- 
rum which  I  hold  equally  due  to  him  and  to 
myself. 

In  reply  to  such  observations,  the  member  from 
New  Jer.-ey  has  bespoken  the  House  to-day  with 
an  angry  attack  on  my  person  and  public  charac- 


.led  of  by  rtiis  Government  until  it  was  made 

patter  of  rnomenl  by  France.     The  doctrine 

e  Engliijlf  Admiralty  Courts  the  gentleman 

s  to  be.  t^at  no  blockade  can  exist  without 

mplete  foifce  to  enforce  it.     But  this  doctrine 


upon   me  a  strain  of  sarcasm. 


I 


which,  if  I  were  inclined  to  retort,  as  I  might,  I 

should  pronounce  to  be  the  result  of  a  Sabbath's 

vindictive  lucubrations— which  I  should  find  no 

difficulty  perhaps  in  turning  with  greater  severity 

,,     .    ,    t         ,  .  ,  on  himself.     But  I  have  no  such  disposition.     I 

ill  abohsl,  and   substitute  perhaps  the  new    did  not  before  betray  a  temper  of  that  sort  •  nor 

in  Its  placj.    The  enormous  list  of  contraband  |  shall  I  be  provoked  to  it  now  by  anything  he  has 

ar  he  woi^d  next  reduce ;  this  list,  settled  by  '      ""         ...  .      o 


)i^d  : 


ies  and  thf  usagd  of  nations  for  half  a  cen- 


said.     Though     the    honorable    gentleman    con- 
cluded  his   invective  with  a  declaration  that  he 


he  wills  Y  be  curtailed  and  cut  up  ;  and  last  I  should    never  again  notice  what  I  might  say,  I 
11,  there  i^ust  be  no  search  for  •;  persons"  of   shall  not  follow  his  example,  either  in  recrimi- 


descriptic^,    and    a    "  very  limited   one  for 


's."     All   rhis  inijst  be  accomplished  or  the 


nation  or  silence,  but  continue  to  combat  his  prin- 
ciples whenever  he  may  render  it  necessary,  al- 
must  rag^  or  the  President  go  out.     If  these  j  ways  preserving  that  regard   for  his  person  and 
he  terms  ^nposed  on  the  President  his  lease  I  individual  feelings  which  I  did  not  di-part  from 

on  Saturday. 

Tne  point  between  us,  as  he  states,  is  a  point 
of  consistency;  and  I  cannot  forbear  reminding 
liirn  that,  on  this  discussion  of  national  hostilities, 
offensive  or  defensive,  he  himself  assumes  the 
attitude  of  ofl"ence.  and  restricts  me  to  merely  de- 


►t  expire.  jHe  should  receive  notice  to  quit, 
it  as  his  tijients  are  he  will  never  accomplish 
solitary  ajticle  on  the  list.  The  gentleman 
belter  lost.^  no  time  in  providing  a  successor. 

rJ  can  tell  vn  whom  the  choice  may  fall  ?  A 
more  exhibitions  of  patriotic  paroxysms  may 

i 
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fensive  considerations.  He  assails  me.  as  he  says 
himself,  after  consideration  and  reconsideration, 
when,  where,  and  how  he  chooses— leaving  me 
no  option  but  that  of  defensive  resistance,  sud- 
denly resorted  to,  without  the  opportunity  of  re- 
flection, and  sustained  against  all  the  advantages 
whicfi  greater  talents  and  preparation  affo'rd. 
The  means  of  annoyance  and  of  victory  are  thus 
altogether  in  his  hands,  and  might  be  employed. 
I  should  think,  without  the  ungenerous  reinforce- 
ment of  abuse. 

With  tiiis  inconsistency  in  his  own  conduct, 
the  honorable  gentleman  accuses  me  of  a  change 
of  politics;  and  not  very  gentle  language  is  ex- 
ercised in  the  animated — to  use  no  stronger  an 
expression — the  animated  appeal  of  my  accuser, 

Mr.  Chairman,  to  this  charge  1  plead  guilty  ; 
and,  as  I  have  said  already,  put  myself  on  the 
country  for  trial  and  judgment. 

It  was  my  fortune — good  or  bad  as  it  may  be 
considered— to  be  placed  at  a  seminary  for  edu-  i 
cation  in  the  village  inhabited   by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  ;  where,  during  the 
memorable    years    1796,    1797,   and    1798,  1  was  , 
impressed    with  opinions  which,   on   better  and  i 
riper    investigation,  I  have  deliberately  rejected 
and  publicly  disavowed.     Alter  receiving  an  edu- 
cation,  of  which   that  honorable  gentleman  has 
spoken,    perhaps    ironically,  without    censure.  I 
was  sent   on    those   travels  to  Europe,  to  which 
also  he  has  been  pleased  to  allude.     Then  it  was 
that  I  was  enabled  to  survey,  with   belter  means 
of  observation   than   can   be  enjoyed  at  this  dis- 
tance— what  I  had  previously  f)een  taught  to  re-  j 
gard  as  a  model  of  political  perfection— the  Brit- 
ish    consiituiion.     There  it  was    that  I  learned, 
from  the  dictates  of  my  own  humble  capacity,  to 
look   upon   that  constitution  as  the  most  stupen-  i 
dous  monument  extant  of  incongruity  and  human 
absurdity.     Thence  it  was  that  I  returned  to  my 
own   country,   convinced  of  the  errors  of  early 
education   and   habit      The  nieruber  from  New 
Jersey  is  mistaken  when  he  draws  (in  the  ludi- i 
crous  colors  he  thought  it  becoming  him  to  em- 
ploy) a  youth    to  be  seen  in  Philadelphia,  after 
his  return  from  Europe,  wielding  the  pen  of  fede-  ! 
ralism,  aud  writing  down  the  strongest  of  its  an-  i 
tagonisis.     Whatever   ray  personaf  aliachments  • 
and  social  intimacies  may  have  been,  my  politi-  i 
cal   creed   was  settled   in   Europe.     Abundantly  | 
satisfied   of  its  rectitude,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  | 
avowing  It.     Instead  of  the  pain  which  the  hon-  i 
orable  gentleman    from   New  Jersey   may   have  | 
flattered  himself  he  would  inflict  on  me  by  this  | 
explanation,  he  has  afforded  me  a  pleasure:   the  i 
graiificaliOQ  of  asserting  what  I  have  no  wish  to  I 
deny  or  conceal— what  I  am  proud  to  avow  and  { 
rejoice  in. 

I  leave  without  reluctance  to  that  honorable 
gentleman  all  the  pride  of  consistency — all  the  i 
merit  of  adhering  to  established  errors — of  being 
the  advocate  of  vigoious  offensive  war  in  time  ' 
of  peace,  and  of  peace  in  time  of  war — all  the 
honor  of  expressing  his  pleasure  at  the  .surrender 
of  his  counlry'>  fl.ig.  His  altem|it  this  morning 
is  a  raost  insuQicient  one  to  explain  away  such  a 


declaration  by  referring  the  flag  to  the  Adminis- 
tration, instead  of  the  country.  Whatever  that 
gentleman  may  think  of  it,  it  is  still  the  flag  of 
the  country. 

He  It  my  satisfaction,  Mr,  Chairman,  that  I  am 
one  of  the  least  important  assertors  of  our  great 
maritime  rights;  that  if  I  ever  swerved.  I  am 
true  to  them  at  last;  that  if  I  am  a  pro.selyte.  I 
do  not  stop  at  the  gate,  but  am  a  proselyte  of  the 
covenant. 

Sir,  (mag-no*  componere  parris.)  in  finishicg 
his  fine  comparison  of  Cymon  and  Lucullus,  Plu- 
tarch awards  the  palm  to  Cymon.  because,  though 
he  erred  in  his  youth,  he  improved  as  he  grew 
older,  and  lived  to  become  right ;  whereas  Lucul- . 
lus,  who  was  unexceptional  in  his  younger  days, 
deteriorated  in  his  old  age.  I  do  not  refer  to  this 
subject,  sir,  with  any  idea  of  attaching  the  latter 
pan  of  It  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  but  merely  that  I  may  strengthen  myself 
by  the  recollection  of  the  former.  While  I  lived 
at  Princeton  College,  I  learned  to  value  the  pri- 
vate worth,  the  professional  eminence,  the  excel- 
lent character,  of  the  member  from  New  Jersey — 
his  connexion  with  one  of  the  most  rejpeciable 
families  there — his  being  himself  the  head  of  that 
connexion.  At  that  time  1  did  not  believe  that 
even  his  politics  were  wrong  ;  and  I  have  always 
since  been  satisfied  that,  except  in  politics,  he  is 
unexceptionable.  I  feel  also  the  diflerencein  our 
ages  to  which  he  has  alluded — feel  it  to  my  dis- 
advantage— though,  as  regards  those  domestic 
pledges  of  patriotic  affections,  which  he  has  men- 
tioned in  his  own  instance,  though  so  much 
younger  than  the  honorable  gentleman,  I  am  al- 
most as  powerfully  attached  probably  as  he  is 
himself. 

1  can  assure  him,  sir.  and  the  House,  that  de- 
signedly I  have  never  treated  him  with  disre- 
spect ;  that  as  [  trust  I  never  have,  so  I  never  will 
be  guilty  of  invading  the  personal  feelings  of  any 
member  on  this  floor ;  and  tliat  I  am  not  at  all 
di.sposed  to  detract  from  whatever  may  belong  to 
his  dignity  and  privileges  in  particular. 

In  the  personal  invasion  he  has  permitted  him- 
self of  my  feelings,  he  has  not  altered  these  senti- 
ments on  my  part.  He  has  given  me  no  pain. 
In  that  aim  he  has  been  disappointed.  He  has 
made  an  occasion  I  wished  for.  He  has  made  it 
exactly  to  ray  wishes,  1  avail  myself  of  it  to  re- 
peat once  more  that  I  have  changed  my  views, 
and  thai  I  am  not  without  hope  of  improving  ia 
ihe  alieralion. 

Mr.  Shipuero  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows — 

Mr,  Chairman  :  I  cannot  agree  with  gentlemen, 
that  arguments  against  the  war  are  unconnected 
with  the  bill  before  ihe  Committee.  This  bill  is 
framed  to  encourage  the  recruiting  of  soldiers,  to 
ofler  an  extravagant  bounty,  to  use  the  langua.ge 
over  the  way,  "  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  our  res- 
pectable young  men."  Whatever  reasons  can  be 
oflTered  against  the  war  are  equally  reasons  against 
this  bill,  lor  if  we  withhold  sup|ilies  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  men  and  money,  we  thereby  put  an 
end  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 


4 
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Before  I  ifiake  any  remarks  directly  to  the  bill  '  tion  ?     It  was  undoubtedly  omitted  by  design  for 
I  your  tatijie,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  constrained  !  two  reasons: 

To   prevent  the   prosecution    of  foreign 


notice  tht>  old  subject  of  moral  treason,  renew 
by  the  honorabre  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
ir.  Ghunijy.)  in  a  speech  in  support  of  the  bill, 
has  coniiescendfd  to  treat  us  with  a  definition 
;the  crime;  in  so  enlarged  a  manner,  tnat  even 
minoritji  on  this  floor,  which  the  gentleman 
it  session  in  the  plenitude  of  his  clemency  saw 
l.^to  spare,  ♦vill  be  fortunate  if  they  escape  being 
fr^:neshed  in  his  net. 

^We  are  idd  by  tne  gentleman  in  what  moral 
t  >ason  consists;  it  extends  to  thought,  word,  and 
ti^o'd.  Thiirk,  speak,  or  act,  against  the  genlle- 
iJTid's  war,  and  he  fastens  upon  your  soul  the 
<^me.  Indeed  if  yiru  omit  to  support  a.  by  loans, 
|.^  advice,  by  encouraging  your  friends  to  enlist, 
loud  a])p]auses  and  earnest  commendations, 
lu  are  smiHted  with  "moral  treason." 
low,  sir,  J  do  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,  and 


1st. 
wars. 

2d.  Because,  the  power  to  drag  forth  the  re- 
luctant unconsenting  citizen  to  a  war  of  conquest, 
IS  wholly  inconsistent  with  ihepriuciplea  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty. 

Where  would  be  the  benefit  to  your  country- 
men, Mr.  Chairman,  in  possessing  a  Constitu- 
tional right  to  aid,  or  refuse  to  aid,  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  a  war,  if  there  existed  at  the  same 
time  in  the  breast  of  the  conscientious  man  a  par- 
amount obligation  to  become  the  auxiliary  of  the 
Government,  in  the  prosecution  of  such  a  war? 
This  boasted  privilege  of  our  citizens  would  be 
but  a  shadow,  that  never  could  be  realized. 
Strange,  too,  that  we  should  commend  our  Gov- 
ernment, that  leaves  us  free  to  choose  or  refuse, 
when  the  higher  laws  of  morality  take  away  all 
It  accept 'Ihe  challenge  to  argue  the  point ;  and,  that  liberty,  and  leave  us  but  one  course  to  pursue. 
1^'ble  as  ni>;  faculties  are,  have  no  fears  of  tear-  |       And    it   is   diflScult   to    believe    that    the 


IS  uimcuii  10  Deiieve  tnat  the  wise 
^  away  Ki-i  cobweb  wove  round  this  subject,  framers  of  the  Constitution,  if  they  understood 
>J   exposii^g   the  extravagant  absurdity  of  the!  our  moral  duties  with  (he  honorable  gentleman, 

would  have  omitted  to  make  that  a  legal,  which 
they  perceived  was  a  moral  obligation,  so  im- 
portant and  interesting  in   its  nature.     Because, 


iition. 


►ne  cannbt  be  guiliy  of  treason  in  law,  with- 
(t  lifting  lys  arm  against  the  Government.     To 

imit  this  crime,  he  must  set  at  defiance  the     if  it  was  intended  by  the  Convention  that  oflen- 
rereignty-and  power  of  the  Stale;  and  as  such    sive  wars  should  be  declared  by  our  Government 
Jts  constitute  the  crime  legally,  it  may  easily  be  i  it  can  easily  be  perceived  that  the  power  to  make 
)posed  th»- moral  traitor  must  set  at  defiance  i  conscripts  of  your  citizens  might  bo  very  con- 
^^■  authoriii»r  and  obligation  of  moral  principles, ;  venient. 

moral   l^iw  not  only  be  infringed,  but  some- i      And  it  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  its  mem- 

jng  more-^-ils  vaMdity.  its  sovereignty  over  the  i  hers,  in  the  moments  of  calm  and  deliberate  ex- 

luirl  and  C(»nscienc'e  must  be  denied,  and  all  the    araination,  endeavoring,  with  the  best  of  motives, 

flings  an(^  passions  bearmed  in  hostile  phalanx  i  to  place  their  country  on  high,  commanding  and 

most  tlie -vliole  moral  kin2:dom.    If  moral  trea- 1  stable  ground      "  " 


can  exis,:.  which  is  doubtful,  certain  1  am  that 
■>in  of  djiTering  in  opinion  from  the  majority 
not  coDistitute  the  crime, 
rriie  gentleman's  doctrine  shall  be  tested  by 
l^e  Conslitiition  ;  by  the  genuine  principles  of 
cjjfil  and  re^gious  liberty ;  by  the  purest  laws  of 
c»5r  nature ;(and  the  still  more  imposin?  laws  of 
Xms  Creator^  And  if  on  this  trial  it  shall  appear 
tJU  we  areJwron^,  then  there  can  be  n  3  doubt 
we  mu^  confess,  repent,  and  reform;  but  if 
Jerwise,  v«e  shall  claim  to  be  exempted  from 
a»v  further  i:harge5  of  the  kind. 

t'irst.    The  Constitution,  letter  and  spirit,  is  at 
gentlenmn's  service  to  prove  us  guilty,  and 


il  It  appeared  to  them  consistent 
witli  the  principles  of  rational  liberty,  that  there 
should  exist  a  moral  necessity  in  the  citizens  to 
aid  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  a  war  of  con- 
quest, that  they  should  have  left  the  performance 
of  the  obligation  to  the  convictions  of  the  whim- 
sical, timid,  and  disaffected,  and  relied  for  support 
upon  the  consciences  of  those  whom  a  single  par- 
agraph of  the  Constitution  might  so  eflectually 
have  secured. 

The  silence  of  the  Constitution  amounts  to  de- 
monstration, that  our  wise  men  believed  such  a 
power  in  Government  was  incompatible  with  the 
liberty  intended  to  be  secured  by  that  instrument, 
and  by  such  silence  left  that  power  as  denied. 


^,en  exam  vied  with  care  and  candor,  placing  a  I  If  such  were  their  views,  they  bespeak  the  sound- 
f^  interprftation  to  every  syllable,  it  will  be  ,  ne.«s  of  their  minds  and  goodness  of  their  hearts ; 
f^nd.  instead  of  supporting  hira,    to  overthrow  |  for  it  is  folly  to  speak  of  a  free  government,  so 


only  hfcs  superstructure  but  tear  away  his 
fi^indation.  \  Sir,  in  the  whole  of  this  instrument 
ifcrre  is  not  |i  word,  by  reasonable  exposition,  that 
imposes  upcjrn  the  citizen  the  least  obligation  to 
affl  the  Go\^rnment  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war 
L^ond  our*  territorial  jurisdiction,  nor  has  the 
Cjivernmenj  any  power  over  its  citizens  in  this 
r^pect,  exc(|pt  the  levying  of  taxes. 
"jil  i<  left  ti'  the  feelings,  discretion,  and  volition 
oT'iivery  raa|i,  whether,  when  solicited  to  lend  his 


long  as  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  male  popu- 
lation of  the  country,  are  compelled  to  embark  in 
any  ambitious  project  at  the  nod  of  a  proud  Ex- 
ecutive, or  corrupt  majority  of  the  Legislature. 
Never  let  your  country  be  mocked  with  the  title 
of  free,  if  the  enjoyments  and  employments  of 
domestic  life  are  ever  placed  in  the  hands  of  any 
group  of  erring  and  perhaps  wicked  men. 

The  exemption,  in  this  respect,  from  the  power 
of  Government,  has  justly  been   considered  as  a 


ajiistance,  IJe  wilt  accept  the  invitation  to  engage  I  glorious  earnest  of  freedom;   than    which  none 
irifihe  war.  ,  \\  hy  this  omission  in  the  Coostitu- 1  could  be  more  captivating. 

I 
\ 
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The  argument,  then,  is  preposterous,  that  not- 
withstanding the  liberty  constitutionally  secured 
to  the  citizen,  to  act  or  forbear  as  he  pleased,  he 
inust  throw  his  weight  into  the  scale  of  the  ma- 
jority, whenever  they  think  fit  to  declare  war, 
whether  just  or  unjust,  or  be  morally  guilty  of 
treason. 

Secondly.  A  practice,  under  the  creed  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  would  be  an  alarming  en- 
croachment upon  the'prerogaiives  of  religion,  and 
thereby  blot  another  feature  of  liberty  from  the 
Constitution. 

A  man  really  pious,  believing  that  oflTensive 
war?  originate  in  the  vilest  passions  of  the  de- 
praved human  heart,  and  that  he  shall  incur  guilt 
of  a  serious  kind  if  he  contributes  to  their  prose- 
cution, would  sulTer  martyrdom  before  he  would 
stain  his  soul  with  the  blood  of  a  slaughtered  fel- 
low-being. Shall  It  then  be  justified  that  such  a 
man  shall  stand  condemned  as  guilty  of  an  odious 
violation  of  moral  obligation,  because  he  obeys 
the  dictates  of  conscience?  Shall  he  have  the 
liberty  of  judging  for  him«elf,  from  the  lights  of 
reason  and  revelation,  or  shall  he  be  compelled  to 
submit  his  conscience,  his  religion,  and  soul,  to 
the  arbitrament  of  a  majority,  who  may  scout  the 
ties  and  obligations  of  the  two  former,  and  deny 
the  existence  of  the  latter? 

That  there  are  people  whose  religious  feelings 
are  opposed  to  a  war  of  revenge  cannot  be  de- 
nied. Indeed,  there  is  a  set  of  Christians  who 
deny  the  riglit  of  man  to  shed  blood  for  anv  cause, 
to  the  taking  of  life.  This  society  of  Friends, 
not  excelled  if  equalled  for  purity  of  morals,  in- 
dustry, and  the  practice  of  the  most  amiable  vir- 
tues by  anv  class  of  citizens,  would  not  contri- 
bute to  the  prosecution  of  any  war  to  save  their 
lives.  And  those  who  know  them  will  not  doubt 
their  sincerity,  unless  charily  is  frozen  from  their 
hearts.  Yet  this  whole  society,  notwithstanding 
their  high  deserts,  must  all  be  subject  to  the  gen- 
tleman's brand — '"Moral  Traitor." 

Sir.  will  it  be  said  that  a  majority  is  the  best 
judge  of  what  is  morally  right  and  wrong  on  this 
subject ;  and  that  those  who  are  conscientiously 
opposed  to  a  war  of  retaliation  are  squeamish,  that 
they  are  deluded  by  education,  that  they  have  er- 
roneous notions  and  opinions,  and  that  an  act  of 
Congress  can  absolve  them  from  guilt,  and  jus- 
tify their  conduct? 

The  good  man  never  can  be  made  easy  in  this 
way.  The  crime  of  a  multitude  is  no  less  heinous 
in  his  sight  than  of  an  individual — of  men  in 
office  than  men  out  of  office.  In  his  breast  the 
laws  of  God  are  superior  to  the  law?  of  men.  and 
when  he  finds  them  opposed  he  obeys  the  former 
and  disregards  the  latter.  He  reads — 'Thou 
shall  not  kill."  in  the  former,  and  "Thou  shall 
kill,"  in  ihe  latter.  He  views  the  former  as  sa- 
cred, the  latter  as  impious,  and  feels  that  he  would 
rather  wrap  his  soul  in  a  single  leaf  of  that  book 
which  says  '•  Blessed  is  the  peace-maker."  than 
to  be  shielded  against  the  vengeance  of  insulted 
Omnipotence,  with  all  the  statutes  that  were  ever 
made  by  man. 

Sir.  it  is  mocking  such  a  man  to  tell  him  he  is 


safe  to  shed  his  brother's  blood,  if  he  has  a  statute 
to  plead  in  justification.  For  the  universe  he 
will  not  believe  you.  He  will  believe  that  the 
voice  of  that  blood  will  be  heard,  and  that  dread- 
ful retribution  will  be  awarded  for  the  horrid 
deed.  The  right  to  tax — to  take  our  property — 
is  admitted,  but  a  dominion  over  my  conscience 
1  deny,  h  does  not  exist — it  must  not  exist. 
Take  my  property,  rob  me  of  my  interest  in  this 
world,  but  attempt  not  to  blast  my  hopes  of 
Heaven. 

Thirdly.  Moral  obligation-;  never  can  be  in- 
compatible with  the  social  duties  and  affectionate 
lies  of  our  nature;  therefore,  if  we  lay  aside  the 
laws  of  our  Creator  and  precepts  of  Chrislianily, 
which  require  us  to  "  love  our  enemies,  and  re- 
turn blessing  for  cursing,"  and  slate  the  case  to  a 
benevolent  and  discerning  man — tell  him  that  the 
Briiish  have  wronged  us,  that  they  insist  upon 
principles  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  a  majority  of  Congress,  and  therefore 
to  retaliate  for  the  injury,  to  produce  as  much 
misery  to  ihe  subjects  of  the  King  as  liis  subjects 
have  done  to  us,  and  to  make  his  Majesty  and 
Ministers  give  up  their  opinion  to  the  better 
judgment  of  the  President  and  Secretary  at  War, 
we  are  determined  to  raise  an  army,  invade  Can- 
ada, and  '•  conquer  the  King  into  peace."  Would 
not  that  man,  shocked  at  the  proposition,  enter  his 
immediate  protest  against  a  design  so  ra'^h,  so 
barbarous?  He  would  point  you  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Canada,  free  from  guilt,  save  that  of  be- 
ing British  subjects,  despoiled  of  their  property, 
or  falling  in  defence  of  those  rights  which  Amer- 
icans hold  dear  and  sacred,  butchered  by  our  ar- 
mies. He  would  ask  you  to  listen  to  the  groans 
of  the  dying,  to  the  shrieks  of  helpless  women, 
and  still  more  helpless  children,  flying  from  the 
scene  of  slaughter  and  death,  and  perhaps  lighted 
by  their  blazing  houses,  which  had  recently  been 
the  abodes  of  peace  and  happiness.  He  would 
point  you  to  the  still  more  shocking  and  dreadful 
scenes — your  own  countrymen,  foiled  by  the 
stronger  arm  or  j^uperior  discipline  of  your  ene- 
my, strewed  upon  ihe  field  of  battle  dead  and 
dying.  He  would  show  you  your  frontier,  laid 
waste  by  an  enraged  enemy,  and  a  wide  scene  of 
ruin  and  desolation.  He  would  show  you  the 
morals  of  your  countrymen  ruined,  your  camps 
filled  with  sickness  and  death.  He  would  show 
you — but  description  fails.  He  would  .••how  you 
the  misery  of  a  century  in  a  single  campaign. 
He  would  plead  the  cause  of  his  country — the 
cause  of  humanity — and.  when  he  had  done  so, 
he  would  be  called  a  moral  traitor  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Tennessee.  And,  sir,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  if  this  is  moral  treason  let  me  be 
the  traitor.  It  will  be  pleasant  while  I  live — it 
will  console  me  when  I  die. 

Mr.  Chairman,  from  the  observations  already 
made,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  am  opposed  to  all 
wars  declared  to  revenge  injuries,  or  to  punish 
aggression: 

1.  Because,  in  their  nature,  they  must  be  a  vio- 
lation of  tho^e  principles  which  it  becomes  us  to 
cherish. 
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f  2.  Becai^e  they  are  in  no  case  necessary. 
* 'J.    Becaijse  the  unhappy  elTects  fall  upon  the 
kjnocent.    ; 

^4.  Becauve  redress  never  is  obtained. 
V  A*  to  the{first  point,  sir,  I  shall  not  trouble  the 
G-'uriimittee  with  any  further  remarks,  or  reasons. 
IJiiViDg  eihjiustt'd  my  reasoning  rt-levant  to  this 
lirtof  the  s^ihject.  in  the  moral  refleciions  already 
tade.  ' 

Second,  it  can  never  be  necessary  for  a  nation 
go  to  w^  offensively,  to  obtain   redress  for  an 
jury  whicji   it  may  have  sufiered   from  an  of- 
(nding  nation. 

•In  order  fo  make  out  such  necessity,  it  must  be 
>uwn  that'the  existence  of  the  nation,  its  essen- 
il  happiness,  its  liberty,  or  independence,  and 
iff:  sum  of  ^its  prosperity,  depends  upon  the  war 
tij  b«,'  declarJ-d.  It  is  believed,  sir,  that  this  can- 
not be  shuwfo  in  any  possible  case;  for  the  mo- 
n^'nt  any  lif  those   vital    principles  of  naiiona' 


they  are  responsible.  Well,  sir,  can  you  by  your 
war  reach  those  transgressors  ?  The  naval  offi- 
cers you  possibly  may,  but  not  a  soul  beyond 
them.  And  attempting  to  punish  them  you  take 
the  lives  of  their  crews,  who  have  but  obeyed 
their  orders  if  they  have  done  you  an  injury.  But 
admit  that  retaliation  of  this  kind  is  morally  right, 
and  that  you  can  conscientiously  identify  the 
officer  and  the  sailor,  how  will  the  case  stand 
when  you  come  to  prosecute  the  war  by  land? 
How.  sir.  on  the  scale  of  reason  and  justice,  can 
you  connect  the  Canadian  peasant  with  the  sailor 
on  the  ocean,  the  King  on  his  throne,  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Kingdom,  or  the  Prince  and  his  Cab- 
inet Council  ?  It  would  require  a  .^ort  of  casuis- 
try, unfit  for  ordinary  use.  to  make  it  right  to  pun- 
ish the  Canadian  for  the  sins  of  his  sovereign. 
But  we  are  told  this  is  consi^tent  with  the  prac- 
tice of  mankind  ;  that  the  nations  of  the  world 
,      .       .     ,  .  ,  have  all  done  the  same  thing ;  very  true,  and  if 

t^ppiness  is^invaded  by  another  nation,  resistance  |  their  examples  are  to  be  followed,  if  they  aresuf- 

t'Clhat  inva'-ion,  by  force  and  arms,  is  a  defensive 

ii^a.ure.     j'o   exemplify    it:    If  the   British   in- 

v^ed  the  s(tvereign  prerogatives  of  the  American 


searching  our  merchant  vessels,  j 


(^vernmenj,  by 

t^j?  true  coL^se  would  have  been  to  resist  at  the 
t^e;  for  t|ie  Government  to  have  built  a  suffi- 
ojjnt  numb»r  of  armed  vessels  to  convoy  our 
i*irchant  vessels,  and,  if  you  please,  to  have  au- 
i|||)rized  th»»  latter  to  arm  in  their  own  defence, 
WtJ  to  repel!  with  force  any  encroachment  upon 
(•>ur  rights.  So  far  we  were  undoubiodly  justified 
ii^ going;  a^id  in  ^o  doing  we  might  not  only 
h.yfe  prevented  the  war.  but  in  all  probability 
h^e  done  &<ivay  every  pretext  for  it.  Tlii^  kind 
o}Jebistanc(J  would  have  raised  the  national  char- 
ar;ier— supf<jrted  the  national  honor — which  is 
n^.^  more  or  *,ebs  than  national  justice. 
^^}f,  after  ^11  this  preparation,  the  British  had 
iVjl^  and  th<>n  been  enabled  lo  overcome  our  re- 
si^?;liOg  forci*.  can  any  man  in  his  senses  say  that 
W%r  was  a '"necessary  consequence?  Will  it  be 
prvttrnded,  i«iat  we  ought  lo  make  such  an  im- 
ijtt'use sacrifice  to  obtain, comparatively  speaking. 
iVftriding  o-ject?     And  when  calculating  on  the 


ficiently  authoritative  to  compel  us  to  imitate 
them,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  foundation 
of  this  gentleman'  is  solid.  If  wc  are  bound  to 
imitate  these  examples,  why  not  others;  or  if  we 
but  adopt  them  in  justification,  we  might  with 
equal  propriety  adopt  others  which  have  now  be- 
come absolute,  but  in  principle,  perha(>s,  no  more 
abhorrent  or  abominable.  The  ancient  Greeks, 
Romans,  and  other  nations,  sacrificed  to  a  Jupi- 
ter, a  .Mars,  a  Pallas,  and  some  of  them  to  a  V'enus. 
They  went  to  war  in  pursuance  of  the  oracular 
responses;  they  put  their  captiv-'  enemies  to  the 
sword,  and  they  used  the  skull  bone  of  an  enemy 
as  a  festal  goblet.  Why  not  do  the  same  ?  Here 
are  examples  in  abundance;  and  if  precedents, 
which  outrage  humanity,  justice,  and  every  sacred 
principle,  are  looked  at  as  justifying  the  like 
transactions.  I  see  no  reason  why  we  need  stop. 
If  revenge  can  be  justified  by  example,  we  had 
better  make  it  effectual.  The  invasion  of  Canada, 
and  butchering  her  resisting  sons,  is  the  same  but 
in  degree  ;  go  on  and  exterminate  them  ;  '  sweep 
them  from  their  so.l,"  as  a  gentleman  on  my  lell 
the  other  day  humanely  observed,  and  if  prison- 


(|tecl  of  our  means  we  could  entertain  no  hopes  ers  should  fall  into  our  hands  sell  them  as  slaves, 
tT-redress;  ^ecause  it  amounts  to  something  like  j  or  put  them  to  death,  as  may  be  most  agreeable 
irwunstrat^oo,   that,    if    our    country    have    not    to  vour  chiefs. 


Hj;wer  to  defend,  ie  could   not  be  capable  of  of- 
ii^iding  wit;i  success. 

'Sir.  I  should  be  much  pleased  if  a  case  does 
^ist,  that  ipakes  a  war  positively  necessary,  that 
s«jde  advocate  of  the  present  war  would  conde- 
si^t-nd  to  shiiw  It. 

I^Third.  Iir  declaring  an  offensive  war — a  war  to 
rrfialiate  iujsUry  ur  punish  aggression — the  inno- 
cjjpt  and  ncy  the  guilty  suffer  most  severely  the 
c^amitous  effects  of  such  a  war.  To  bring  home 
tk>s  posiiioii,  we  shall  see  the  truth  of  it  strikingly 
t^iiSplifieJi  Who  are  the  aggressors,  if  any,  upon 
(^  iigiits?r  They  were  the  .Ministers  of  Great 
Mitmn — ih^'  Prince  Regent  and  his  Cabinet 
Council,  aujl,  if  you  please,  the  King.  Lord.^,  and 
("■J'lumons,  5  These-are  the  culprits,  so  far  as  they 
»ke  orderf,  or  laws,  and  wherever  the  naval 
;iumander||>  have  outreached  the  Governinent, 

i 


Sir,  1  had  fondly  hoped  that  the  day  of  ref- 
ormation had  arrived  ;  that  1I5.  dawn  was  beam- 
ing upon  my  country.  That  here,  in  this  land 
of  liberty  and  of  equal  justice,  the  bloody  exam- 
les  of  war,  vengeance,  inordinate  ambition  and 


pie 
lus 


t  of  power,  which  compose  the  history  of  an- 
cient pagan  Governments  and  modern  papal  des- 
potisms, would  be  lost  in  the  mild  and  orderly 
dominion  of  national  freedom,  rendered  still  more 
benign  by  the  principles  of  that  religion  which 
speaks  peace  and  good  will  to  mankind. 

But  It  i>  said,  if  the  Canadians  will  be  pa.ssive, 
give  up  their  country  without  reMstance,  we  will 
not  hurt  them.  In  this  I  presume  we  should  find 
them  equally  benevolent  if  we  would  give  up  our 
country  to  tliem  ;  they  would  not  hurt  us;  and 
permit  me  to  say  that  they  have  as  mucii  right 
to  our  country  as  we  have  to  theirs.     But  what 
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would  you  say  to  the  man  who  should  advise 
.such  a  measure  in  case  of  invasion  ?  You  would 
load  him  with  reproach.  Where  is  the  differ- 
ence? The  Canadian,  in  the  first  place,  has 
every  ri^^ht  to  defend  the  soil  frotn  whose  fruits 
he  has  been  nourished — the  humble  dwelling  or 
proud  mansion  that  shelters  him  from  the  cold 
and  the  storm,  and  the  Government  which  has 
protected  his  rii;hts  against  the  unhallowed  in- 
cursion of  an  invading  foe,  as  ihe  American  has 
to  defend  the  like  objects  against  invasion. 

Secondly.  The  Canadian  is  under  as  strong  an 
obligation  to  defend  his  King  and  Government  as 
we  are  to  defend  our  country  and  Government. 
Our  rights  and  our  duties  are  the  same.  If  so, 
the  argument  must  be  paltry  indeed,  that  we  have 
a  rigiit  to  sacrifice  our  Canadian  neighbors  to  the 
resentments  against  their  Sovereign  because  they 
will  not  peaceably  surrender  up  their  country 
into  our  hands. 

Turn  this  case  which  way  you  will,  and  you 
will  find  on  every  side  nothing  that  can  justify 
this  most  unrighteous  attempt  to  offt-r  up  those 
unoffending,  peaceable  people,  to  the  resentments 
or  ambition  of  our  Government.  They  have 
done  you  no  wrong,  and  you  have  no  right  to  do 
them  wrong.  The  only  ihing  urged  against  them, 
except  bting  British  subjects,  is.  that  they  will 
not  turn  traitors  to  their  King  and  their  country; 
will  not  lake  protecuon  under  the  banners  of 
your  gasconading,  invading  Generals,  with  their 
puffs  and  iiroclamaiions.  Sir,  they  have  acted 
not  only  like  loyal  subjects,  but  like  prudent  men, 
for  you  have  never  been  a'Je  to  give  the  protec- 
tion promi-ed  ;  and  had  tliey  fied  to  the  Ameri- 
can standard,  their  necks  must  have  answered  lor 
violated  allegiance.  And  is  the  alternative  of- 
fered th-m,  l<y  us,  either  to  become  rebels  to  a 
King  they  love,  a  country  which  gave  them  birth, 
and  a  Government  which  has  made  them  free 
and  happy,  or  to  submit  to  be  slaughtered  by  our 
armies?  Sir,  you  must  honor  llieir  choice,  to 
meet  our  invading  armies  and  resist  while  the 
power  of  resistance  remains. 

4ih.  In  layingdown  this  position,  that  redress  is 
never  obtained  by  declaring  and  prosecuting  an 
offensive  war.  I  should  wi-h  to  be  understood,  that 
where  the  war  is  declared  on  account  of  an  in- 
jury committed,  a  wrong  done,  you  do  not,  if  you 
conquer  your  enemy,  oUtain  redress.  If  he  has 
taken  your  property,  if  you  can  find  it  take  it 
back;  but,  by  invading  his  country,  killing  his 
subjects,  and  plundering  ilieir  property,  you  gain 
no  redress.  The  injury  still  remains,  and  all  you 
have  done  is  the  same  that  he  has.  He  has  done 
an  injury  to  your  citizens,  and  you  have  done  an 
injury  to  his.  What  nearer  are  you  to  your 
rights  than  at  the  beginning?  O.ie  thousand 
wrongs  can  never  make  a  right,  and,  by  prose- 
cuting your  war,  you  are  as  guiliy  as  your  enemy 
was,  lor  whose  wrongs  you  commenced  if. 

If  your  enemy  has  impressed  your  citizens, 
and  retains  them  in  bondage,  the  sl.tughtf ring  of 
hiN  subjects,  despoiling  and  plundering  their  prop- 
erty, will  make  the  captivity  of  your  citizen  no 
more  tolerable  than  if  the  war  had  not  bten  com- 
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mcnced.  His  chains  will  still  gall  his  limbs,  and 
he  will  still  pine  for  freedom,  ^ould  he  die  in 
consequence  of  his  thraldom,  youf  wars  and  your 
slaughter  will  not  raise  the  dead,  or  soothe  the 
afflictions  of  his  friends.  If  an  enemy  has,  by 
force,  takin  possession  of  a  part  of  our  territory, 
the  taking  it  back  by  force  would  be  a  defensive 
war,  because  he  is  on  your  ground,  has  invaded 
you.  and  you  have  a  good  and  justifiable  cau.se 
to  drive  him  away.  This  is  a  different  case,  alto- 
gether different  in  principle  from  the  war  we  are 
now  prosecuting. 

This  war,  sir.  was  either  declared  for  an  in- 
jury done  and  passed,  or  it  is  for  a  principle.  If 
for  the  former,  it  is  a  war  of  vengeance;  if  the 
latter,  it  is  a  war  of  insolence  and  folly.  As  in- 
tolerant and  foolish  as  the  Crusades,  you  tight  a 
nation  because  they  suppose  that  national  law  is 
one  way.  and  you  suppose  they  are  wrong.  Now, 
sir.  will  figtiting  either  alter  the  principle  or  prove 
that  you  are  right?  or  they  wrong?  No,  sir,  if 
you  conquer  them  it  will  prove  you  are  superior 
in  battle  ;  if  you  get  conquered,  it  will  prove  you 
are  inferior.  Your  rights  and  your  principles 
will  be  precisely  as  they  were  when  you  com- 
menced. They  will  be  as  they  were;  but  how 
will  stand  the  account  current  of  blood  and  trea- 
sure when  placed  against  all  the  advantages  de- 
rived from  the  contest?  The  balance  against 
you.  sir,  will  be  great  and  melancholy. 

You  have  filhd  your  country  with  widows, 
with  helpless  orphans,  increased  your  pension 
lis',  and  the  national  debt  almost  to  bankruptcy, 
experienced  suffering-  and  loss,  distracted  and 
divided  the  people,  ruined  commerce,  spread  pov- 
erty far  and  wide,  demoralized  the  citizens  ;  and 
what  have  you  gained  ?     Nothing. 

All  this  mighty  suffe.-ing  is  to  obtain  an  object 
of  which  you  have  failed,  and  lo  establish  the 
most  wild  and  chimerical  of  all  pretensions — that 
neutral  flags  make  neutral  men  and  neutral  goods. 

I  am  opposed  lo  the  augmentation  of  the  Army 
on  another  ground.  We  are  about  10  negotiate 
for  peace,  if  the  Executive  is  sincere — why  this 
enormous  expense?  Why  continue  this  hostile 
attitude?  The  idea,  if  such  an  one  exists,  that 
the  enemy  are  either  to  be  conquered  or  fright- 
ened into  peace,  is  certainly  absurd;  if  he  judge* 
of  what  you  can  do  from  what  you  have  done,  he 
has  nothing  to  fear.  On  this  score  you  gain 
nothing.  It  is,  then,  bad  economy ;  it  is  a  profli- 
gate use  of  money  to  expend  a  vast  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  bounties  and  pay  lo  soldiers, 
when  so  fair  a  prospect  exists  of  making  an  hon- 
orable peace. 

There  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  President  will 
propose  an  armistice.  It  will  be  a  wise  and  pru- 
dent measure,  save  much  treasure,  and  probably 
much  blood.  It  would  hush  the  bickerings  and 
quiet  the  fears  of  the  nation  ;  for,  whatever  opin- 
ion gentlemen  from  the  South  may  entertain, 
nine-tenths  of  the  people  where  I  am  acquainted 
long  for  peace  ;  ihey  are  anxious  for  an  armis- 
tice, and  they  would  hail  them  as  iheir  brightest 
blessings;  they  would  welcome  them  with  trans* 
port  and  enthusiasm. 
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JjentlemerJ  say,  we  need  the  Army  to  defend  I 
ou5,t"ron tiers.'    Sir.  ojr  frontiers  need  oo  defence, 
iway  JjrMies  and   they  will   be  perfectly  i 
id   se^-ure.      Every  incursion  which   the  I 
[rny  has  tiftde  has  been  either  as  a  retaliation 
.injuries  i%jne  th».'m  by  our  troops,  or  to  pre- 
|t  those  tniops  from  invading  them.     The  in- 
itants  on  '.he  frontier  have  had  sufficient  expe- 
ice  to  apprehend  any  danger  if  our  armies  are  | 
w;  Jidrawn.    'Besides,  if  we  are  to  have  peace, 
or  M  we  are  t^  have  an  armistice,  surely  there  can  | 
be.Tlo  necessity  of  a  frontier  defence;  and  if  we 
ne^d  defence*  what  better  is  your  new  enlisted 
soljliefs  withithe  enormous  bounty  to  be  given 
th^ljp  militia'?*  There  is  no  magical  powers  exer-  ' 
ci'jjJ   by  a  rrcruiling  officer   that   can    instanta- 
neously convrrt   the  citizen  into  a  soldier.     He 
ro»jot  be  trailed,  disciplined,  and  accustomed  to 
th»  toils  and  'Jangers  of  war.  before  he  will  fight 
WiVli  couragci«and  dexterity.    It  is  long  experience 
an#  a  habitual  comaiunion  with  privation,  hor- ; 
ro*^and  death,  that  c.in   harden  him  for  the  din 
ol  5)atlle.   '^t^  is  idle,  therefore,  to  expect  that  a 
Vk^h  recruile(J  army  can  take  the  field  and  fight  ; 
aiqtinst.  or   \jke  veteran   troops.     Between  such  | 
aiifi  militia  ^ne  ditference  cannot  be  sufficiently 
iri*>ortant  toj indemnify  the  Government  for  the 
e[S;rnious  suiis  given  as  bounties.  ^ 

1  beseech  gentlemen  to  consider  what  a  load 
tljftv  are  cauvVlessly  placing  upon  the  country  in 
th(j  present  instance,  and  beg  of  them  to  wait  the 
aifrmpl  at  n»'gotialion,  before  they  enhance  the  j 
suaerings  of,the  pet^ple ;  at  least  convince  them 
tlilt  you  ar«i  sincere  in  a  desire  to  obtain  peace. 
Bf  your  fruijs  let  the  people  see  that  their  dear- 
etf  iotTests^are   not   in   the   hands  of  men  who 
sArt  with  tiieir  suffering*  and   privations.     Let 
ih^ra,  at  lea^t,  have  a  respite  from  the  horrors  of 
n«r.     If.  aftj-r  a  fair  experiment,  peace  cannot  be 
nJdti.  if  thejBrili-h  are  inexorably  bent  on  con- 
tij^iiog  the  yar  in  opposition  to  reason  and  jus- 
tice, you  wHl  gain  something   by  the  attempt; 
y|u  will  gai*s  the  hearts  of  your  countrymen,  and 
Ui  jte  them  ;!zealously  in  your  cause.      But.  sir 
tl(  «re  will  be,  no  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
tci  'any  reasonable    proposition.     Propose   terms 
€•;  nsistent  wfith   the   rights  of  both    parlies,   and 
yt  u  will  seejthem  accepted  without  hesitation. 

'  ^  melanr^noly  picture  has  been  drawn  of  the 
s?  ,ie  of  the  Jontier.  Our  villages  have  been  ex- 
hj^ited  in  games,  and  their  inhabitants  Hying 
fiAm  the  fotj  or  bleeding  among  the  ruins  of  their 
dijeljings.  ■jFrue,  it  is  so ;  but  can  any  man  hope 
^h  these  ti'cruits  .seasonably  to  oppose  an  army 
ttfihe  incur.^ions  of  the  enemy? 

lir,  the  ijischief  is  already  done,  and  armies 
vJtil  not  reSair  it.  Stop  tne  bill  on  your  table 
it^iis  coursu  and  appropriate  one  quarter,  a  tenth 
G.^'twentielU-  part  of  the  money  which  is  contem- 
►ted  to  by  given  for  bounties  to  soldiers  to  de- 
fd  the  frontiers,  for  the  use  of  the  wretched 
imierers  >vho  have  been  driven  by  your  war 
fcktd  and  forlorn  from  their  hou>es,  and  every 
jfort,  to  defend  them  from  the  iiicleinent  cold, 
^m  hungtjr.  and  you  will  make  some  atonement 
the  mi'»erie3   you   have   brought  upon   your 
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bleeding,  suffering  country.  The  money  will  be 
infinitely  more  worthily  bestowed  in  this  case; — 
it  will  relieve  much  actual  suffering;  in  the 
other,  produce  much; — in  this,  it  will  answer  a 
valuable  purpose;  in  that,  it  will  be  worse  than 
thrown  away.  Those  unfortunate  people  will 
accept  of  a  dollar  rather  than  two  soldiers  for 
their  defence;  and.  in  that  proportion,  for  a 
greater  or  less  number.  If  we  are  to  act  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  let  us  do  it,  and  let  them  real- 
ize some  practical  benefit  from  our  legislating. 
They  have  had  enough  of  wars  and  embargoes. 
They  are  weary  of  the  hackneyed  song  of  "sailors- 
rights  and  free  trade.''  They  long  once  more  to 
experience  that  free  trade,  and  they  have  no  fears 
but  sailors  will  enjoy  their  rights  without  any 
more  fighting.  The  greatest  interruptions  that 
"free  trade  and  sailors'  rights"  have  ever  expe- 
rienced is  from  those,  who,  in  language,  discover 
so  much  solicitude  to  protect  and  cherish  what 
they  have  most  assiduously  been  laboring  to 
destroy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  appears  by  official  statements 
that  we  already  have  a  large  army  enlisted  ;  more 
than  can  be  necessary  for  the  mere  object  of  de- 
fence. Once,  sir,  standing  armies  were  detested 
and  decried,  and  the  Administration  with  them. 
Yes,  sir.  the  successors  of  Washington  were  writ- 
ten down  for  raising  a  comparatively  small  army, 
and  now  the  same  consistent  party  which,  ia 
1798,  trembled  fur  the  virtue  and  liberty  of  the 
Union,  menaced  by  a  handful  of  regular  troops, 
can  offer  unprecedented  bounties  to  raise  ihe^r 
seventy  thousand. 

Another  objection  exists  in  ray    mind  to  the 
i  bill  before  the  Committee  ;  and  were  I  the  friend 
of  the  war  the  objection  would  still  exist;  and 
the  stronger  my  desires  for  its  success,  the  less 
'  should    I  be  inclined  to  vote  for  that  bill.     The 
I  objection  is,  if  an  army  should  be  raised,  it  is  to 
be  put   under   the  command  of  men  who  have 
\  given   but  a  sorry  earnest  of  the  future  glory  of 
the  American  arms.    Even  let  them  tell  the  story. 
;  and  iheir  achievement.-  will  not  add  lustre  to  this 
I  epoch  of  our  history.     I  do  not  remember  a  sin- 
gle instance  of  extraordinary  skill  or  valor,  from 
the  defeat  at  Tippecanoe  to  the  defeat  at  Wil- 
liamsburg,  but  the  affair  directed  by  the  brave 
Croghim. — valiant  man.     He  and  his  little  band 
'  performed  in  true  style  the  scene  at  the  straits  of 
Thermopylae.     The  rest  is  too  uniform  to  he  dis- 
tingui>hed.     I  admit  that  General   Harrison  was 
not  disgraced  by  the  attack  upon  Proctor's  army, 
nor  does  he  deserve  any  high  panegyric.    With  a 
great  army  he  performed  a  little  job,  and  the  dis- 
grace, if  any.  lies  in  pufiing  so  much  beyond  all 
tiounds  this  trifling  ren/'ounter. 

I   wisli  to  be  understood  as  confining  my  re- 
marks  to   the  land  ;  the   victories  of  the   water 
have  nothing  to  do  in  my  course.     Sir,  I  do  not 
mean  to  bestow  individual  censure;  whose  blun- 
ders have  caused  the  failure,  we  have  yet  to  learn  ; 
whether  the  fault  is  in  the  head,  whether  in  the 
\  body,  belongs  not  to  me  to  determine,  and  I  shall 
j  not  incur  the  responsibility  of  passing  judgment 
'  upon  any  one.     It  is  no  breach  of  candor  to  say 
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that,  with  such  a  head  and  such  a  body,  although 
they  may  be  swollen  to  a  much  greater  size,  the 
same  disastrous  result  may  be  expected.  For 
two  campaigns  almost  eight  millions  of  people 
have  been  contending  with  less  than  half  a  mil- 
lion, and,  at  this  time,  not  an  acre  of  their  terri- 
tory is  in  our  possession,  and  they  are  holding 
and  fortifying  two  of  our  most  important  posts. 
Do  gentlemen  wish  stronger  proof  of  opposition 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  to  the  war  ?  Were  it 
popular,  did  it  engage  the  hearts  of  the  nation, 
Canada  would  long  ere  now  beea  our  own  ;  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  physical  power  of  this  nation; 
an  army  would  have  been  raised,  and  led  on  by 
."^ome  heroic  spirit,  that  might  have  enabled  that 
leader,  from  the  city  of  Montreal,  to  have  writ- 
ten to  the  War  Department  the  laconic  despatch. 
•'  Feni,  vidi,  vici."  But  now  that  obstinate  little 
city  has,  for  nearly  two  years,  been  defying  the 
great  power  of  this  whole  Union. 

Should  another  array  be  furnished  we  have  no 
security  that  they  too  will  not  be  led  on  to  una- 
vailing slaughter,  to  certain  defeat.  And  should 
we  succeed  in  the  object,  and  conquer  the  Cana- 
das.  we  gain  a  loss.  We  must  either  keep  them 
as  conquered  provinces,  if  we  keep  them  at  all. 
or  introduce  them  into  the  Union  ;  and  have  gen- 
tlemen no  fears  to  add  this  new  and  uncongenial 
population  to  the  already  distracted,  discordant 
mass  of  mixed  voters?  The  prudent  man,  who 
wishes  success  to  the  Republic,  must  entertain 
fears  from  such  an  event. 

These  illiterate,  uninformed  people,  devoted  by 
the  nature  of  their  religion  to  tlieir  clerey,  would 
be  exposed  to  discontent  from  the  influence  of 
raen  whose  religious  offices  are  not  calculated  to 
prosper  under  a  Government  like  ours.  Those 
men  would  soon  discover  that  their  j)Ower  was 
held  by  an  uncertain  tenure  as  republicao  princi- 
ples advanced  among  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  remainder  of  my  observa- 
tions will  be  devoted  wholly  to  answer  some  re- 
marks made  by  gentlemen  in  the  majority.  A 
gentleman  from  ^Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ingersoll) 
told  the  Committee  that  Great  Britain  was  four 
years  conquering  Canada,  and  that,  therefore,  we 
ought  at  least  to  continue  the  war  as  long  before 
we  despair  of  success.  Sir.  is  Canada  worth  a 
four  years'  war  ?  No.  sir,  it  is  not  worth  a  single 
battle — the  life  of  a  single  American. 

If  the  gentleman    has   nothing   to  cheer   the 
fainting,  desponding  hopes  of  his  fellow-citizens,  I 
but  the  promise  of  that  cold  country  as  the  meed  | 
of  four  years'  war,  he  had  better  stop  his  promis-  ; 
ing,  for  he  may  be  assured   that  such   promises 
will  not  satisfy  the  minds  of  any,  unless  they  are 
more  infatuated  than  the  enthusiastic  Squire  that 
panted  for  the  promised  island.     The   promises 
are  much   of  the  same  nature,  and    nearly  the 
same  prospect  of  being  fulfilled. 

A  "entleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
hod.n)  imputes  the  failure  of  success  to  the  mi- 
nority. "  Had  they  joined  in  the  war,  the  Cana- 
dians would  have  been  swept  from  their  soil." 
Sir,  what  has  the  minority  done  to  impede  the 
war  ?    They  can  do  nothing  in  this  House  ;  they 


may  reason,  they  may  expostulate,  they  may 
warn,  but  does  all  this  prevent  the  passage  of  war 
bills,  and  impede  war  preparations?  It  is  but  a 
feeble  reason  for  failure.  Federalists  do  not,  in 
great  numbers,  engage  in  the  war  as  soldiers,  and 
but  few  of  them  are  appointed  to  office,  but  the 
gentleman  has  his  whole  party,  who,  one  would 
suppose,  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  answer  all 
the  exigencies  of  the  war  for  officers,  soldiers,  and 
for  filling  the  loans.  It  cannot  be  pretended,  that 
Democrats  are  prevented  by  the  advice  of  Feder- 
alists from  accepting  commissions,  or  enlisting 
as  soldiers.  Sir.  there  is  no  soundness  in  the 
excuse. 

The  same  honorable  gentleman  entertained 
the  Committee  in  a  manner  bespeaking  the  au- 
thority of  an  apostle; — in  a  long  lecture  upon 
party  spirit,  he  pointed  to  the  boundary  of  the 
minority  in  their  opposition,  and  where  they 
must  stop. 

The  minority,  said  Mr.  S.,  will  never  ask  that 
gentleman,  or  any  of  his  friends,  how  far  they 
may  go,  or  where  they  shall  stop.  They  will 
judge  for  themselves,  and  will  execute  with  the 
spirit  of  freemen,  according  to  the  judgment  they 
shall  form.  They  are  too  proud  of  tlt%ir  own 
light  to  ask  for,  or  receive  from  the  satellites  of  a 
waning  and  beclouded  planet  any  of  their  bor- 
rowed, stinted  bearas. 

The  gentleman  says.  •'  factious  minorities  are 
dangerous  to  Republics;'*  and  a*ks,  with  triumph, 
what  destroyed  the  ancient  Republics?  VVho 
ever  heard  of  a  Government  overthrown  by  a 
minority?  It  is,  sir.  a  factious  majority  that  is 
threatening  to  a  free  Government.  Men  who 
have  flattered  and  worked  themselves  into  power, 
which  they  had  neither  talents  or  integrity  to 
manage,  that  have  been  the  bane  of  all  Repub- 
lics. Jacobinism  belonged  not  exclusively  to 
France.  It  has  made  its  appearance  in  all  free 
countries;  and.  even  in  this,  your  Dantons  and 
Robespierres  may  be  found. 

The  same  gentleman  undertook  to  show,  that 
this  was  a  defensive,  and  not  an  offensive  war; 
but  it  certainly  would  be  difficult  to  see  how  he 
has  maintained  the  position.  Our  injuries  are 
avowed  to  be  on  the  ocean,  and  in  order  to  obtain 
redress  for  those  injuries  we  invade  Canada; 
therefore  we  are  all  the  while  defending  by  force 
the  invasion  of  the  rights  of  our  seamen.  This 
IS  the  amount  of  the  gentleman's  reasoning,  but 
how  he  is  to  draw  his  conclusion  from  the  premi- 
ses, is  a  little  out  of  sight.  Every  war  on  this 
ground  might  be  defensive.  When  a  nation  de- 
clares war  it  always  complains  that  it  has  been 
injured  ;  and,  if  the  gentleman  is  correct,  all  wars 
are  defensive.  Great  Britain  surely  may  say  she 
IS  defending  herself  against  us,  and  hence  the  two 
nations  exhibit  the  novel  spectacle  in  war  of  both 
acting  on  the  defensive. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  (Mr. 
Tkol'p)  observed  that  the  eight  dollars,  allowed 
to  the  person  who  would  procure  a  soldier,  was 
inserted  in  the  law  to  encourage  recruiting,  and 
he  exemplifies  it  by  putting  a  case  of  a  father 
that  has  three  sons,  who  would  bring  thera  to  a 
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recf<tiiing  officer  and  obiain,  nol  only  the  bounty 
of  i*e  solditr'but  twenty-four  dollars  for  procu- 
ration. Sir,  i'jjat  gentleman  does  not  know  the 
peo^Jc  I  repr<?>ent;  lie  does  not  know  (he  people 
of  \ue  North  anJ  Eas(,  if  he  believes  that  fathers 
tliet,  are  mairle  of  such  materials,  to  ?cll  their 
«on|[as  the  ni*ster  would  his  slaves;  and.  if  that 
hor^rable  ger.ilcman  was  there,  he  would  not  find 
it  Cfciivenient  .Vo  repeat  the  proposition  more  than 
onc^.  He  wcjiild  discover,  that  the  poor  farmers 
of  Cie  North: possess  as  much  independence  of 
mifi^a!  the  fccli  planters  of  the  South. 

"Pfte  minofi'y  have  been  charged  with  too  free 
and"<.severe  remarks  against  the  Government. 
Thivr remarks  have  been  free  and  sometimes  se- 
Ter«^~is  not  oniy  true,  but  it  is  what  the  majority 
oug^t  to  expect;  that  as  far  as  truth  and  pro- 
prieiy  will  wa*rrant,  we  mean  to  go.  not  from  a 
des^  to  give-pain,  but  to  save  the  country.  On 
this»+ubjt'ct  1  will  only  say,  if  1  was  the  enemy 
of  iSe  Admiiiistration,  1  should  desire  no  greater 
punishment  t<>be  inflicted  upon  them,  than  to  see 
puh'!*.iied  an  finpariial  history  of  this  country,  of 
the  •jjst  seven  years. 

NW.  Miller,  of  New  York,  spoke  a  few  words 
by  ^ay  of  oxplanutioa  and  rejoinder  to  what 
badj^'allen  fnim  other  gentlemen  in  reply  to  his 
•pe4|b.  \ 

f^ri-  McKe^'  of  Kentucky,  followed  in  support 
of  ti^V  ••ill.  anil  'i  reprobation  of  the  doctrines  of 
ihe  ||iinoriiy.' 

^^.  McLe/tn. — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  diffi- 
den<^  I  rise  fjr  the  purpose  of  submitting  any  of 
niy  ft'inark-i  ui)on  the  subject  under  investiiralion  ; 
distjftistlul  of'imy  ow.i  capacity,  and  fearing  lest 
I  iliCvuld  obtruile  on  the  time  ol  gentlemen  entirely 
capjiple  of  doifis  justice  to  the  subject.  Such  con- 
sidi^tions  produce  no  inconsiderable  embarrass- 
mery?.  ', 

/Already  inj  this  discussion  has  the  spirit  of 
parviyistn  bee*  excited  to  the  mo>t  active  exer- 
tioiii^.  Our  linguage.  so  rich  in  expression,  has 
beei  explurejito  give  a  loose  to  all  the  feelings  of 
vir^ftence.  U  is  in  vain  at  this  late  period  to 
lan^tnt  this  ufifuriunate  variance  of  opinion — the 
tii&<'  has  long*since  passed  by  when  this  difference 
of  >a?niiraent  Took  place.  Its  causes  1  shall  not 
attf^mpt  to  tr.|ice,  nor  are  my  powers  adequate  to 
fho4^  the  traiM  of  unfortunate  consequences  that 
ha\^  resulted!  Nothing  would  afford  me  greater 
plej»ure,  if  j  could  cover  with  the  mantle  of 
ch^iiy  scencf*  that  have  frequently  transpired. 
Al^ough  1  Co  not  presume  to  call  in  question 
ihecnoiives  (jf  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  yet  I 
maVb*  permitted  to  say,  that  it  is  extraordinary, 
inilced.  that  no  important  measure  has  been  trans- 
aciid  ov  the  Admini-iration  or  advocated  by  the 
nia{;)rity  for  {a  series  of  years  that  has  not  been 
furi4tamenlall*v  wrong.  So  often  has  ihe  alarm 
be«i'f  given— Tso  accustomed  have  the  majority 
bers^me  to  htHT  the  ch  «nff»'s  of  national  rum  rang 
by  i^e  gentlejnen  of  the  Opposition  that  they  are 
no>joigrr  sijirtlfd  at  the  sout>d.  The  Adrninis- 
trauoti  of  thii*  Government,  although  it  has  been 
by  jjeiillemeryin  opposition  rep»'aledlv  denounced, 
i(3  corapeienfy  arraigned  and  il«  mo'.ives  ques- 


tioned, still  retains,  and  will  continue  to  retain, 
the  undiminished  confidence  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  American  people.  No  aid  is  requisite  for 
its  vindication — it  is  founded  upon  a  basis  too 
firm  to  be  shaken  by  the  prejudiced  suggestions  of 
any.  When  this  conflict  of  party  shall  have 
ceased;  when  those  who  take  the  most  distin- 
guished part  in  this  opposition,  together  with  the 
Administration,  shall  have  been  consigned  to  the 
tomb,  it  will  become  the  task  of  the  dispassionate 
historian  to  record  the  history  of  his  country — 
his  pen  will  be  the  messenger  of  truth,  and  he 
will  do  the  Administration  justice,  which  is  now 
by  many  denied.  Sir,  I  hazard  nothing  in  say- 
ing that  posterity  will  find  the  events  of  the  present 
Administration  on  one  of  the  fairest  pages  lo 
history. 

As  the  causes  that  immediately  produced  the 
war  have  not  been  investigated  by  gentlemen 
who  have  preceded  me,  in  imitation  of  their  ex- 
ample I  shall  avoid  entering  into  any  discussion 
of  them.  I  will  only  remark  that  under  accumu- 
lated injuries,  but  seldom,  if  ever,  borne  by  any 
nation,  our  Government  continued  lo  remonstrate. 
Our  wrongs  were  urged  with  an  eloquence  irresis- 
tible to  any  except  those  who  were  steeled  against 
conviction,  and  such  were  the  British  Ministry. 
Restrictive  measures  were  resorted  to — the  em- 
bargo, afterwards  the  non-intercourse;  with  in- 
creased force  our  diplomatists  continued  to  urge 
the  rights  of  their  country.  These  measures 
were  intended  to  coerce  the  enemy.  If  he  were 
deaf  to  reason  and  justice,  it  was  hoped  interest 
mighfc prevail.  The  serious  effects  produced  on 
Great  Britain  by  the  restrictive  system  adopted 
by  this  country,  it  is  unnecessary  on  this  occasion 
to  show.  What  was  the  stand  taken  by  gentle- 
men in  the  Opposition  on  this  critical  juncture? 
Like  maoy  others,  I  speak  from  information.  As 
Usual,  they  denounced  the  measures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  charged  with  a  want  of  energy. 
It  was  emphatically  called  upon  to  assume  that 
ilignified  station  its  consequence  justified.  That, 
if  the  national  rights  had  been  infracted,  and 
suitable  reparation  refused,  to  have  recourse  to 
the  last  resort  of  injured  nations.  That  there 
existed  jusi  cause  for  war,  the  candor  of  many 
admitted. 

The  Administration,  steady  to  Jts  purpose, 
sought  the  continuance  of  peace  by  negotiation. 
A  repetition  of  injuries  still  greater  and  more 
alarming  spoke  the  language  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. The  point  of  utmost  endurance  at 
length  arrived — to  have  passed  it  would  have 
been  to  have  prostrated  the  national  rights — to 
have  yielded  the  inheritance  secured  by  the  Revo- 
lution. Sir,  I  speak  the  language,  the  emphatical 
language  of  the  American  people.  Tlie  voice  of 
a  majority  in  this  Government — the  declarations 
of  some  gehileinen  uotwilhstanding — is  the  voice 
of  the  peo[i|e. 

It  has  been  well  observed,  that  an  injury  to 
property,  however  extensive,  is  susceptible  of 
reparation;  ihat  ihe  wound  is  incurable  only 
whin  inflicted  on  national  honor  or  national  in- 
depeodtDce.     War  was  recommended — war  was 
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declared.     Surely   those  gentlemen   who  called 
for  energetic   measures,  now  that  the  Adminis- 
tration had  recommended  them,  were  found  active 
in  their  support.     As  usual   they  denounced   the 
measures  of  the  Government.     French  influence 
was  reiterated  from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to 
the  other;  anathemas  were  poured  forth  against 
the  Emperor  of  France.     It  was  loudly  asserted 
that  the  war  was  produced  through  his  intrigues. 
The  Government  was  charged  with  the  grossest 
partiality  in  selecting  the  enemy;  and  as  an  irre- 
fragable proof,  It  was  triumphantly  asked,  why  a 
declaration  of  war  was  not  made  against  France. 
No  circumstance  could  have  been  more  fortunate 
than  the  call  for  this  measure   by  an   honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.     It  tested  the  ground 
of  opposition.     No  circumstance  could  have  taken 
place  that  ought  more  completely  to  have  silenced 
the  clamors  of  F'rench  influence.     War  was  called 
for  against  France  by  a  Republican   member;  it  i 
was  voted  for  by  a  considerable   number  of  the  i 
same    party,  and  not  more  than  three   or  four  of  I 
the  Opposition  gave  it  their  sanction!     That  we  j 
had  received  great  injuries  from    France,  no  one  ; 
ever  denied  ;  uor  do  I  believe  an  instance  can  be 
cited  where  an  individual  of  the  majority  became  I 
the  apologist  of  France,  or  attempted  to  mitigate  ' 
her  enormities.  *  | 

The  important  question  now  presented  is,  have  , 
vre  cause  for  tiie  continuance  of  the  war?     Is  it 

firoper  from  the  opening  prospect  of  peace  to  re-  | 
ax  in  any  degree  our  measures  for  Us  prosecution?  ! 
Is  nol  this  the  most  favorable  lime  for  filling  the  i 
ranks   of  our   army  7     Su|)pose    the   Orders   in  , 
Counoil  are  repealed,  does  that  act  heal  the  bleed-  [ 
ing  wounds  of  our  country?     Are  the  thousands  ^ 
of  American  seamen   now  held  in    British  servi- I 
tude — taken    by    force — retained    by   force — and  I 
compelled  to  fight  the  battles  of  our  enemy,  are  , 
these  lo  be   neglected  and    forgotten  ?     We  are  i 
perpetually  told  that  Great  Britain  never  claimed  j 
the  right  of  impressing  American  seamen.     This  , 
is  literally  true ;  but  so  long  as  every  petty  officer  | 
in  the  British   navy  is  permitted  lo  lake  British 
seamen  from  on  board   our  ships,  the   rights  of 
American  citizens  will  be  disregarded;   the  com- 
plement of  men  to  man  the  ships  of  His  Majesty 
■will    be   obtained    the  first  opportunity  offering, 
whether  they  be  Englishmen  or  Americans.     In 
vain  the  American  sailor  informs  ihera  the  place 
of  his  nativity,  and  claims  America  for  his  coun- 
try.    His  protection  is  torn  in  pieces,  and  to  the 
loss  of  liberty  is  added  ihe  keenest  insult  to  him- 
self and  his  nation.     Is  ii  an  object  with  a  mag- 
nanimous  people  to  stop  ihis  source  of  human 
misery  and  national  degradation  ?     And  is  such 
an  object  dearly  obtained  if  it  cost  tiie   price  of 
blood  ?     Sir,   the   obligations   are    reciprocal    be- 
tween a  citizen  and  his  Government.     The  citi- 
zen owes  allegiance,  the  Government  protection. 
The  Government  punishes  a  citizen  for  treason; 
it  would    be  unjust  not  to  vindicate  his  rights. 
The  protection  of  individuals  was  the  greai  ob- 
ject   in    ihe    institution    of    Government.      The 
ktrong  arm  of  the  community  must  be  raised  in 
behalf  of  the   violated   privileges  of  one   of  its 


members;  a  Government  that  refuses  ihi.s  is  un- 
worthy of  confidence,  the  sooner  it  is  dissolved 
the  belter. 

A  citizen  of  a  Republic  in  former  days  was  pub- 
licly scourged  unlawfully  by  the  citizens  of  one 
of  its  provinces — the  sufferer  continued  lo  exclaim 
that  he  was  a  Roman  citizen.  This  single  in- 
stance of  private  injury  and  national  degradation, 
called  forth  the  eloquence  of  the  immortal  Cicero — 
it  excited  the  indignation  of  the  Roman  people. 
Have  we  become  so  refined,  through  superior 
civilization  and  the  perlectiiin  of  liberty,  as  to 
view  with  cold  indifference  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  our  citizens  not  only  held  in  a  servitude 
the  most  intolerable,  but  daily  and  hourly  exposed 
lo  the  lash  of  the  unfeeling  Briton  !  If  to  redress 
such  injuries  be  unworthy  a  struggle,  then  have 
we  not  cause  lor  continuing  it. 

I  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  immense  spolia- 
tions of  American  property  under  the  Orders  in 
Council.  For  this  cause  I  would  not  continue 
the  contest  an  hour,  provided  security  were  given 
against  a  repetition  of  such  injuries  in  future.  In- 
demnity for  the  past  could  be  left  open  to  future 
negotiation. 

We  are  told  by  gentlemen  in  opposition,  that 
our  Administration  has  yielded  the  point  of  im- 
pressment. That  it  will  no  longer  contend  to 
prescribe  to  Great  Britain  •' what  she  terms  her 
maritime  rights."  This,  lo  the  Opposition,  may 
afford  matter  for  exultation — but  I  trust  in  God 
this  is  not  the  feeling  of  a  majority  of  the  Amer- 
ican people!  Thai  they  have  not  yet  become 
willing  to  relinquish  so  important  a  feature  in 
their  independence.  On  what  do  gentlemen  found 
their  assertion  of  the  dereliction  of  the  Adminis- 
tration as  to  impressment  ?  They  have  adverted 
to  the  proposition  made  by  Lord  Castlereagh  for 
a  negotiation  for  peace — and  the  acceptance  on 
the  part  of  the  Administration.  Ii  is  admitted  that 
the  language  of  Great  Britain  is  as  formerly,  "that 
she  is  willing  to  treat  on  principles  of  reciprocity 
consistent  with  the  established  maxims  of  public 
law,  and  with  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British 
Empire."  This,  say  gentlemen,  taken  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  late  speech  of  the  Prince  Regent  to 
Parliament,  plainly  evinces,  that  our  enemy  is 
determined  to  adhere  to  her  maritime  rights  as 
heretofore  asserted.  Is  the  Administration  com- 
promitted  by  its  acceptance  of  the  negotiation. 
Is  not  the  acceptance  a  qualified  one  ?  The  Ad- 
ministration is  willing  to  negotiate  "  on  conditions 
of  reciprocity  consistent  with  the  rights  of  both 
parlies  as  sovereign  and  independent  nations." 
The  field  for  discussion  is  siill  open  as  wide  as  it 
ever  has  been.  Is  it.  not  astonishing  that  gentle- 
men in  opposition  should  draw  the  conclusions 
they  have  drawn  from  such  premises? 

How  are  we  to  obtain  reparation  loriojuries  we 
have  sustained  and  security  for  the  future?  Should 
the  negotiation  at  Goitenburg  fail,  how  is  an 
honorable  peace  to  be  had  ?  But  two  alternatives 
are  presented.  We  must  obtain  the  object  of  our 
contest  by  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  or 
we  must  seek  peace  by  submission  !  Shall  we 
expect  justice  by  remonstrance?     The  Adminis- 
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on  sougi^t  It  in  (his  way,  until  it  became  a 
ord  wit?(  the  0[iposition.  Shall  we  indeed 
our  wro^igs  to  the  loot  of  the  British  throne, 
beseech  \i'\s  Majesty  in  his  tender  mercy  to 
t  us  justfce?  I  hope  no  man  in  this  nation 
IS  ijeparcd  fijr  this  >iate  of  degradation  !  Before 
suci  national  debasement.  I  trust  Massachusetts 
d  arise  yom  her  slumbers  ;  she  would  call 
coilectio*  the  tragedy  of  Bunker's  Hill ;  the 
of  her  {Varren  would  leseen  ; — it  would  be 
enc*)gh.  and  jnore  than  enough;  she  would  rise 
in  Ifi-r  strengih,  put  on  the  armor  of  her  power, 
andpr^sent  T|er  phalanxes  in  the  field  as  she  pre- 
senftrd  them  i!n  the  Revolutionary  strujjgle. 

Ifsro  awafe  that  the  majority  are  often  re- 
miified.  thatdhe  opposers  of  the  war  are  the  pa- 
trioa*  of  the  Revolution,  the  disciples  of  Wash- 
;  thatfthey  have  raised  their  voices  against 
ineasure.  ^  Sir.  when  I  see  the  soldier  of  the 
)liiiiion,  t^ie  man  who  with  our  Washington 
life  Amarican  standard  in  the  field  of  battle 
[trHimph..!  bow  with  reverence  at  the  name, 
hold  his.  character  sacred.  But  my  better 
jucj/ment  ha-j  taught  me  to  believe,  that  no  argu- 
ment is  more/fallacious  than  that  which  contends, 
beciuse  a  ma^i  has  once  been  virtuous  and  patri- 
oii(A  hi;  will  ^Iways  continue  virtuous  and  patri- 
oiK*  Judas  ince  taught  the  doctrine  of  his  mas- 
ter-i-Arnold  ^-nce  fought  the  battles  of  his  coun- 
•-■•  -Cromwell  in  his  youth  was  virtuous.  Dis- 
's  of  WAt^HiNGTON  !  could  We  fesuscitatc  his 
gping  dub^;  could  we  call  his  shade  from  on 

he  woiid  charge  some  with  apostacy  ! 
Jliave  no  J>ersonal  allusion  to  any  man  in  this 
Hci>e  or  in  Jthe  nation.  I  am  aware  there  are 
ma^y,  very  r^any  injured  by  uncharitable  denun- 
cia  jjons.  Tbt're  are  many  honorable  exceptions — 
I  i<h  them  bifore  me  ;  men  who  difier  from  the 
ma-  prity  doujjtless  in  honest  sentiment.  I  would 
adt  ess  rayst^lf  10  the  magnanimity  of  such,  and 
bes  *ch  then?,  not  to  be  induced,  through  personal 
cot  .ideraiioiis,  to  oppose  those  measures  calcu- 
late Jl  to  proniote  the  best  interests  of  their  coun- 
try If  in  rtjpresentation  they  are  injured  by  the 
majority,  it  l|jrnishes  no  justification  for  a  course 
of  Jneasures  j  calculated  to  lead  to  the  nation's 
degiadltion  !|  Camillus  was  banished  by  his  coun- 
tryAien.  and. 'whilst  he  wandered  in  banishment, 
his^ountry  ^as  invaded.  The  invading  army 
matched  in  ^'iclory  to  the  walls  of  Rome — their 
prepress  prorT»ised  a  speedy  triumph  toGallic  valor. 
Ca»iil]us  caifie.  not  to  strengthen  the  arm  of  the 
en^J;iy,  not  t^  paralyze  the  efforts  of  his  country- 
mei|.  He  piices  himself  in  the  Roman  rank* — 
he  ifa^s  theri  to  victory. 

Ijknow  that  the  majority  have  been  frequently 
chi\^ed  wiili^a  predilection  for  war  against  Brit- 
ain;j«nd  that'they  had  sought  occasion  to  gratify 
thi*  inclinatjon.  Nothing  I  believe  could  'oe 
moff  incorre(ft.  Although  gentlemen  have  stated 
tha-  it  was  Jin  easy  thing  for  the  majority  to 
change  the  minority  with  being  the  source  of  all 
ou*calamiti*s,  and  thus  make  them  the  scape- 
gofl  to  bear  >he  sins  of  the  Administration;  yet 
I  li^iient  the>charge  is  so  well  grounded.  It  is 
lelief,  if  jjhe  war  be  chargeable  to  party  at  all, 

r 
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it  can  only  be  inquired  after  at  the  doors  of  the 
Opposition.  All  will  recollect,  that  formerly,  there 
were  many  in  this  country  who  either  denied,  or 
palliated,  or  excused,  or  justified,  the  aggressions 
of  the  British  nation!  If  what  they  as.serted 
could  have  been  relied  on,  Great  Britain  might 
have  trampled  on  our  national  rights,  and  tram- 
pled with  impunity  !  It  is  at  least  within  the 
limits  of  probability,  that  Great  Britain  did  be- 
lieve, that  this  nation  dared  not  declare  war ;  that 
if  it  did,  the  consequence  would  be,  a  change  of 
Administration,  or  a  separation  of  the  Union  !  la 
proof  of  this  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  call  the 
rerollection  of  the  House  to  the  communications 
of  the  infamous  Henry  ;  it  is  equally  unnecessary 
to  advert  to  an  unguarded  expre:.sion  made  by  a 
celebrated  Minister  in  England,  "our  friends  ia 
Congress;"  no  doubt,  for  this  unhallowed  expres- 
sion, he  merited  the  severest  opprobrium  ;  I  hope 
and  believe  he  did.  These  circumstances  are 
only  alluded  to  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  how- 
ever pure  and  patriotic,  as  I  am  willing  to  admit 
the  motives  of  gentlemen  in  the  minority  may- 
have  been,  yet  such  has  l)een  the  tenor  of  their 
opposition,  that  the  effect  on  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  been  precisely  the  same  that  it  would 
have  been  had  they  been  actuated  by  the  worst 
of  motives. 

It  was  hoped,  that  a  declaration  of  war  would 
have  united  the  people  of  this  country.  Thai 
they  would  have  lost  the  epithets  of  party,  under 
the  more  honorable  distinction  of  Americans.. 
That  they  at  least  would  have  united,  against  a 
nation  declared  to  be  our  eneray  by  the  consti- 
tuted authority  of  this  Government.  The  Ru- 
bicon was  passed,  but  union  was  still  remote. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  some  disasters 
occurred  which  were  not  within  the  control  of 
the  General  Government;  with  what  avidity  were 
they  seized,  and  how  greatly  were  they  exagger- 
ted!  The  practice  is  still  continued.  Is  it  pos- 
sible, that  any  have  become  so  lost  to  Americau 
feeling,  as  to  rejoice  in  the  disasters  of  their 
country?  How  otherwise  can  we  account  for 
the  despondency  that  is  manifested  by  some  at 
the  success  of  our  arms,  and  the  animated  strains 
in  which  every  failure  is  depicted  !  Has  the  glory 
of  our  country  departed,  that  its  honor  is  a  source 
of  lamentation  7  Have  national  rights  and  na- 
tional privileges  so  quickly  lost  their  charms? 

We  have  heard  much  said  on  the  disasters  of 
the  war  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
discussion.  An  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Miller.)  has  given  us  a  very  detailed 
account  of  the  improper  movemeitsof  our  armies, 
and  the  disasters  that  ensued  as  consequences. 
However  great  the  labor  that  gentleman  may 
have  bestowed  upon  this  subject,  (and  that  it  was 
not  a  little,  all  will  readily  acknowledge,)  how- 
ever correctly  he  may  have  stated  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  country,  and  pointed  out  the  man- 
ner in  which  our  troops  ought  to  have  been  led  ;. 
yet,  it  is  deeply  to  be  lamented,  his  advice  was 
attended  with  a  fatal  mislbrtune,  it  came  too  late. 
It  is  hoped,  that  gentlemen  who  have  taken  so 
much  pains  to  delineate  the  errors  of  the  past, 
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actuated  by  the  same  motives  of  patriotism,  will  i 
be  induced   to  mark  the  infallible  course  for   the 
future.     Then  shall  certain  victory  ever  accom- 
pany the  American  standard.    It  will  be  exempted 
from  misfortune  arising  from  circumstances  not  \ 
hitherto  deemed  within  the  control  of   man.     It  ^ 
will  be  freed  from  the  fatal  maladies  that  so  often 
prevail  in  the  camp.     It  will  be  raised  above  the  | 
contingencies  of  the  disordered  elements.  j 

The  progress  of  the  war,  the  declarations  of 
some  gentlemen   from   both  sides  of   the  House  ; 
notwithstanding,  has  not  been  disbonor.able  to  the 
American   name  and  character.      Passing  over  ; 
the  achievements  of  our  naval  heroes,  whose  lus-  ^ 
tre  I  could    but   shade  were  I  to  attempt   their  i 
eulogy — in  the  South,  in  the  West  and    in  the 
North,  the  savage  has  been  made  to  tremble  at  i 
our   arms,  and    in    most    instances    has    learned  ' 
submission.     It  is  true   the  late  depredation  on 
the  frontiers  of  Niagara,  is  an  exemption.     On 
our  seaboard,  the  invader  has    been   met  by  the 
bayonet,  and  in  many  instances  has  been  driven  i 
in  disgrace  from  the  soil  of  our  country. 

The  important  inquiry  is  presented,  how  are 
we  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  greatest  effect?  j 
We  are   told   by  some   gentlemen   in  opposition, 
that  all  our  operations  for  the  conquest  of  Cana-  ^ 
da  will  prove  ineffectual.     Some  say  it  is  morally  i 
wrong  to  attempt   it;  and  it  is  stated  by  others,  i 
that   Great   Britain   cares  very  lilile   about   her 
Canadian   possessions.     The  importance  of  this  j 
territory  in  the  estimation  of  the  British  nation. 
was  manifested  by  the  extravagant  rejoicings  that 
took  place  on  acquiring  it.     Her  General  Wolf 
was  immortalized,  though  he  fell  in  the  struggle 
that  attained  it.     If  the  acquisition  at  that  period 
was  deemed  so  important,  at  the  present  lime  it 
mubt  be  infinitely  more  important  that  it  should 
be  retained.     When  it  was  acquired.  Great  Brit- 
ain claimed  the  more  valuable  portion  of  North 
America  ;  should    it   now  be   wrested   from  her, 
she  would  lose  with  it  her  last  foothold  on  this 
continent.     I  can  discover  no  peculiar  force  in 
the  objection  on  the  ground  of  morality.     If  it 
be  immoral  and  cruel  to  carry  our  arms  into  the 
Canadas,  because  distress  is  thereby  brought  upon 
their   innocent   inhabitants,  the  same  objection 
would  equally  apply  against  the  prosecution  of 
all  wars.    We  cannot  reach  personally  theauthors 
of  our  injuries;  in   all  wars  the   innocent  suffer, 
for  they  hght  tiie  battles  of  their  country.     Will 
our  efforts  for  the  conquest  of  the  Canadas  be  in 
vain?     Hold  out  proper  inducements  for  enlist- 
ments— recruit  the  ranks  of  our  Army — concen- 
trate our  forces,  and    the   auguries  of  gentlemen 
notwithstanding,  I    have  no  fears  but  in  another 
season  we  shall  be  able  to  possess  ourselves  of 
their  strongholds  and  carry  the  American  stand- 
ard to  the  walls  of  Q,uebec.     Would  it  be  politic 
thus  to  direct  the  operations  of  our  arms?     We 
resorted  to  war  fur   the  purpose  of  obtaining  re- 
dress for  injuries.     The  infiiction  of  the  greatest 
possible  injury  oo  our  enemy  within  the  usages 
of  nations,   is   promoting   the  object  of  the  war. 
Take   the  Canadas.  and  we   act  in   accordance 
with  this  policy.     Gentlemen  in  opposition  pro- 


test against  an  offensive  war ;  they  cannot  there- 
fore give  their  assent  to  measures  for  the  encour- 
agement of  military  operations  in  Canada.  They 
call  upon  the  majority  to  give  over  this  conquest; 
resort  to  measures  only  calculated  for  defence — 
place  the  energies  of  the  nation  on  the  ocean,  the 
theatre  of  our  glory,  and  then  their  cu-operatioa 
shall  most  heartily  be  given.  The  glaring  incon- 
sistency of  this  proposition  has  been  exposed  by 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.  The  minority 
refuse  aid  to  forward  our  military  operations  ia 
Canada,  because  they  are  offensive.  AYe  not  our 
operations  on  the  ocean  equally  offensive?  And 
yet  to  the  latter  their  co-operation  is  offered.  Ia 
answer  to  an  objection  stated,  that  it  would  re- 
quire more  troops  to  guard  our  frontier  than  would 
be  sufficient  to  look  down  all  opposition  m  Can- 
ada, it  has  been  said — withdraw  our  troops  from 
Canada,  let  it  be  understood  that  no  offensive 
operations  would  take  place  against  that  country, 
and  our  troniier  would  remain  unmolested.  Then 
it  appears  this  is  the  kind  of  defence  to  which 
gentlemen  are  willing  to  give  their  co-operation. 
To  rest  upon  the  faith  of  the  Canadians,  taking 
it  for  granted  they  will  do  us  no  harm,  if  they 
were  to  remain  unmolested  by  us.  Sir,  1  am  un- 
willing to  rest  the  defence  of  our  country  and  the 
protection  of  our  citizens  upon  such  a  security. 

Is  this  war  the  war  of  a  party  ?  Gentlemen 
in  opposition  have  said  so.  In  one  view  they 
are  correct,  for  there  is  a  party  opposed  to  it. 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  war  of  the  Revolution  in  one 
sense  was  the  war  of  a  party,  for  it  had  the  op- 
position of  a  party.  The  majority  was  m  favor 
uf  that  war  ;  they  are  so  in  this.  That  was  a 
war  for  independence ;  this,  in  principle,  is  not 
dissimilar.  I  am  far  from  insinuating  that  there 
is  a  similarity  of  opposition.  The  minority  call 
upon  the  majority  to  convince  their  consciences 
of  the  propriety  of  the  present  war,  and  their 
concurrence  shall  be  given.  They  ask  an  im- 
possibility. Convince  men  who  are  determined 
against  conviction  I  As  well  might  they  ask  the 
majority  to  change  the  winds  or  remove  the  ev- 
erlasting hills  from  their  bases. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr. 
Stockton)  the  other  day,  in  discussing  this  sub- 
ject, observed  in  substance,  "  if  the  Western  mil- 
itia are  anxious  for  the  acquirement  of  military 
fame,  let  them  seek  it  on  ilie  ramparts  of  (Que- 
bec." Sir,  if  military  fame  were  the  only  object 
of  the  Western  militia,  already  have  they  acquired 
It.  In  the  garrison  and  in  tlie  field  they  have  given 
the  enemy  an  earnest  of  their  valor.  It  is  true, 
many  have  fallen,  bravely  fallen,  in  the  hour  of 
battle — memorable  have  the  banks  of  the  Raisin 
been  rendered  by  the  best  blood  of  Kentucky  ! 
Far  from  being  depressed  by  misfortune,  the 
spirit  of  the  Western  militia  rose  with  the  emer- 
gency. Sir,  in  the  theatre  of  Canada,  the  West- 
ern militia  have  gathered  the  laurels  of  victory. 
They  did  not  halt  to  inquire  how  far  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  extended — such  cold,  cal- 
culating policy  did  not  suit  their  ardor.  The 
cry  was.  lead  us  against  the  enemy.  I  need  but 
glance  an  eye  to  see  an  individual  on  this  floor, 
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C  *en.DES"'A.)  who  thus  gloriously  bore  thestand- 
h  111  of  his  e'juntry.  They  found  t))e  enemy,  and 
t  ^y  captured  them.  These  are  some  of  ihe  tro- 
y  lies  of  ihrf  Western  militia,  and  sucli  is  the  im- 
j,  rishahle  furae  they  have  acquired.  It  was  not 
u  '[il  their  *ountry  was  freed  Irom  the  disturbers 

0  its  peac^  that  the  greater  portion  of  them  re- 
li  /ned  totl^ir  farms  and  their  merchandise.  At 
tf  ■  call  of  ijneir  country.  Western  militia  are  ever 
w  !lin?  to  c-burt  danger  in  the  field  ;  and  should 
ir  V>*fiousn  cessity  require,  they  would  not  shrink 
fr^iu  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  nor  from  measuring 
arijjs  with  i^\e  enemy  on  the  ramparts  of  Q,ue- 
hS.  Nay. farther — they  are  willing  to  face  dan- 
g^at  any  point,  and  vimlicate  with  their  bayonets 
U*  cause  ofS  their  country,  against  enemies  of  any 
D»ne  or  character. 

JChe  necessity  of  union  is  so  obvious,  and  has 
b«g>n  so  eloquently  touched,  that  further  argu- 
n»«its  are  unnecessary,  if  I  were  capable  of  ad- 
vancing thf^™,  to  enforce  it.  When  1  open  the 
itiiesof  ^ntiquity,  1  find  many  Republics  have 
fled.  th*.  are  no  more!  They  lire  only  on 
f.iihfultpase— no  vestige  of  liberty  is  found, 
lark  ihe-ir  former  limits  !  their  fall  presents 
ful  beacons  to  warn  us  of  our  danger  !  We 
pointedMo  the  cause  of  their  ruin!  Rome 
ilividec^  and  Rome  lost  her  liberty  !  Car- 
tbXge  was  (♦ivided.  and  Carthage  lost  her  liberty! 
Afnens  was">divided,  and  Athens  lost  her  liberty! 
Tjat  country,  once  the  seat  of  science  and  of 
fripdom.  wiere  orators  unrivalled  with  their  elo- 
qiLnoe  ch!>rmed  the  ears  and  enraptured  the 
so  (Is  of  thtl  listening  Greeks,  has  now  become 
th  I  abode  yf  wretchedness  and  slavery!  Mr. 
C  KBirman.  Tiy  spirit  sinks  within  me  when  I  re- 
fit, pt  upon  ttjc  mutability  of  human  institutions, 
aiij  that  the  same  causes,  sooner  or  later,  will 
pr  Induce  the  ?ame  efieits  !  Shall  the  time  indeed 
CO  jie,  wheiClhe  sacred  charter  of  our  Union  and 
ok'(  rights  <»ili  exist  only  on  paper?  Then  it 
m  'y  in  trutn  be  said,  that  the  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
el .lion   has  fought,  and  bled,  and  died   in  vain  I 

1  *?seech  gentlemen  to  cease  this  dangerous  ex- 
te  ,t  of  opposition.  Willingly  will  I  disarm  my- 
Sfc  j  of  prejAjJice  and  seek,  in  conjunction  with 
th  .m,  such  *i  course  of  measures  as  are  best  cal- 
ci  Jpted  to  ijerpeiuate  the  blessings  of  our  Cov- 
er ;meni.  I  will  su  down  wiih  the  admonitory 
la  iguage  of  the  Father  of  his  Country :  "United 
w  island,  divided  we  are  in  danger  of  falling." 

Vlr.  Thomas  Wii.so.n  spoke  as  follows:  Mr. 
C  airman,  1  rise  reluctantly  and  shall  be  brief; 
inLnding  cl^iiefly  to  notice  some  particular  ob- 
sefcaiions  is'rged  in  argument  by  two  gentlemen 
fr*n  New '-York,  and   a  gentleman  Irora    New 

mpthire.  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last.  If,  in 
diSiig  so,  1  shall  touch  on  ground  already  trodden, 
it^'iii  be  bt-cause  it  lies  so  directly  in  the  range 
*ny  remarks  a^  rot   to  be  avoided  without  in- 

uplioD. 

our  groBnds  have  been  chiefly  relied  upon  iu 
bition  I)  this  and  the  former  bill,  to  wit: 

si.  Badr>ess  of  the  cnuse  of  war.  Ou  this  I 
al£ll  offer  t:u  remarks  at  this  time. 

d.  Badness  of  its  object,  assumed   to  be  the 


conquest  of  Canada.  This,  when  emphatically 
termed  ''ihe  object,"  is  Imaginary  altogether. 
The  conquest  of  Canada  has  never  been  either  a 
motive  to  comraepce  the  war  or  a  primary  ob- 
ject ;  but,  wiih  the  genlleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
I  hold  it  to  be  an  incidental  but  indispensable 
object — not  a  prini.iry  object,  but  an  inevitable 
consequence,  without  which  I  must  say,  with  the 
gentleman  (rum  Louisiana  and  others,  this  coun- 
try cannot  be  defended  in  a  war  with  ourpreocnt 
enemy  from  the  most  destructive  invasion. 

The  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  on  Saturday,  occur  at  this  moment.     He 
advanced  it  with  the  utmost  apparent  confidence, 
and    with  an  air  of  the  most   towering  triumph, 
as  if   10  confirm    irresistibly   all   the  novel  doc- 
trines we  have  heard   so  boldly  advanced  on  the 
one  side,  and  so  ably  refuted  on  the  other,  about 
chaining  down  our   regular  as  well   as   militia 
force  within  a  line,  whilst  the  enemy  is  at  liberty 
to  attack  where  and  when  they  please.     Let  Can- 
ada alone,  said  he;  withdraw  your  armies,  and 
you  have  notliing  to  apprehend  in  that  direction 
from   the  enemy.     Now,  this  could  be  nothing 
more  than  a  stron";  expression  of  mere  opinion  ; 
a  proposition  which  could  scarcely  be  accredited 
from  an   accredited  Minister  of  Great  Britain; 
an  opinion   without  a   shadow  of  support  from 
reason,  and  in  the  very  face  of  fact.     Did  not  the 
enemy  invade  your  territory  at  Michilimackinac 
without  a  knowledge  that  you  had  anywhere  in- 
vaded his?     If  so,  he  commenced   the  invasion. 
He  has  continued  to  invade  your  territories  from 
that  moment  to  the  present  hour,  carrying  rapine, 
conflagration,  and  murder  into  every  accessible 
point  on  all  your  borders,  from   Chicago  to  the 
shores  of  Lake  Champlain.  and  from  New  York 
to  New  Orleans.  ,  In  conjunction  with   the  mur- 
derous savage,  he  has  summoned  your  garrisons, 
demanding  their  surrender  upon   pain   of  indis- 
criminate slaughter  of  your  old  men  and  your  in- 
fants, man  and  woman,  soldier  and  citizen.    Next 
alter  Michilimackinac,  we  remember  the  fate  of 
Chicago,  the  invasion  at  Detroit,  at  River  Raisin, 
at  Fort  Meigs.   Fort  Wayne,  Sandusky,  Buffalo, 
Manchester,    Lewistown,   Fort   Niagara.  Sodus. 
Oswego,  Sacketi's  Harbor.  Ogdensburg,  and  the 
villages  on  Lake  Champlain.     Will  their  invasion 
cease  if  you  withdraw  your  armies  ?    No  supposi- 
tion can  be  mure  extraordinary.     Would  the  en- 
emy suffer  you  to  draw  your  forces  to  the  seacoast, 
to  become  invulnerable  there,  and,  undisturbed, 
employ   your    whole    resources   in   naval    prepa- 
rations?     No.   sir;  withdraw   your  armies,  and 
I  may  say,  on  grounds  as  reasonable,  at  least,  as 
any  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  advanced 
to  the  contrary,  before  ihe  first  of  September  next, 
the  enemy  will  have  not  only  put  to  flight,  or  des- 
olated, or  destroyed  the  frontier  on  alF  your  bor- 
der, from  Lake  Champlain  to  Lake  Superior,  but, 
unless  resisted  by  more  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  will  have  penetrated  your  country  to 
Albany  on  the  East,  and  Pittsburgh  on  the  West. 
Has   not  a  mere  handful  of  the  enemy's  forces 
recently  destroyed  the  strong  Fort  Niagara,  spread 
flames  and  desolation  for  forty  miles  along  the 


loa 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


104: 


Janoaby,  1814. 


Extension  of  Enlistments. 


H.orR. 


strait,  driven  before  it  a  Major  General's  com- 
mand, and  put  the  country  to  flight  near  fifty 
miles  in  an  interior  direction  ?  And,  strange  to 
imagine,  this  very  circumstance  is  urged  in  ar- 
gument against  the  bills  to  augment  the  Army  ! 

I  repeat,  sir,  withdraw  your  armies,  and  the 
degree  of  destruction  I  have  imagined  is  not  ex- 
aggerated, unless  you  have  a  positive  treaty  of 
peace  for  one  side  of  your  country,  whilst  the 
other  is  at  war ;  unless  Great  Britain  is  thus  con- 
verted into  our  faithful  friend  in  one  section  of 
our  country,  whilst  the  .same  Power  is  waging 
with  remorseless  fury  a  war  of  extermination  in 
another.  Why?  Because  the  enemy  would  have 
the  power  and  the  will  to  do  so.  The  power,  evi- 
dently, in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  an  over- 
grown military  establishment  in  Canada  ;  the 
will,  because  a  sufl[icient  motive  is  to  be  found  in 
the  diversion  of  your  resources  from  defending 
your  seacoast  against  his  plundering  squadrons, 
and  from  the  increase  of  your  naval  means.  I 
do  not  think  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
has  succeeded,  in  the  admirable  manner  common 
to  that  gentleiiiaii,  in  the  view  he  took  of  the  im- 
portance of  Canada.  His  remark  is  certainly 
true,  but  had  not  all  that  point  and  force  which  I 
am  used  to  look  for  whenever  he  speaks.  The 
defence  of  Canada,  said  he,  tends  to  save  your 
seacoast,  and  accounts  for  the  small  degree  of 
success  your  enemy  has  had  in  thai  direction.  It 
would  be  still  more  true,  to  say  the  position  of  the 
enemy's  military  establishment  in  Canada,  en- 
ables him  at  pleasure  to  exhaust  your  resources 
in  interior  defence,  to  the  exposure  of  your  mari- 
time frontier,  and  thus  keep  down  your  naval 
means  also,  or  to  penetrate  and  destroy  your 
country.  Would  he  not  act  thus  barbarously  ?  I 
would  only  inquire  whether,  if  it  be  in  his  power, 
would  the  public  law  of  Europe  restrain  him? 
Ask  your  impressed  seamen  ?  Ask  the  survivors 
of  Le  Rai&in,  of  Chicago,  of  Fort  Meigs,  or  the 
relatives  of  a  murdered  family  ;  the  perishing 
families  along  the  Niagara  ;  or  inquire  of  those 
who  have  survived  the  Revolution?  Is  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  commit  murder  without  the 
band  of  a  red  man  ?  By  other  iiaiids  he  may 
commit  a  still  blacker  murder.  The  only  means 
by  which  you  can  restrain  him  must  be  held  in 
your  own  hands,  or.  believe  me,  there  is  no  safety. 
For  these  very  ends  are  the  strongholds  in  Can- 
ada maintained,  (iuebec  (a  term  said  to  import 
a  narrow  passage,  a  strait)  is  the  gateway  at 
which  the  greatest  evils  of  a  war  with  England 
can  enter;  it  is  an  entrance  at  which  the  enemy 
comes  upon  your  rear  and  lakes  every  advantage ; 
an  entrance  into  a  spacious  country,  having  an 
inland  seacoast  of  greater  extent  than  the  Atlan- 
tic; and.  if  a  line  can  shield  his  forces  id  their 
passage  along  this  border  until  time  and  place 
unite  to  serve  his  purpose,  I  repeat,  once  mure. 
this  country  would  become  an  easy  conquest,  or 
rather,  an  unresisting  victim.  But  I  am  laboring 
to  prove  the  sun  shines  at  noonday  to  the  satis- 
faction of  those  who  see  it.  Gentlemen  would 
vote  an  army  provided  you  will  pledge  yourself 
that  it  shall  not  cross  a  lioe  which  separates  your 


territories  from  those  of  the  enemy.  To  my  con- 
ception it  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to  require 
as  the  condition,  that  it  shall  march  without  arms 
and  be  bound  in  fetters  Avhenever  the  enemy  ap- 
proaches. Such  appears  to  me  this  ground  of 
objection. 

A  third  ground,  was  the  impossibility  of  suc- 
cess in  the  contemplated  invasion,  and  the  little 
worth  of  the  possessions  in  question,  if  success 
was  possible.  It  was  at  last  admitted,  by  one  gen- 
tleman, that  you  possibly  might  succeed  in  o^ain- 
ing  possession  as  far  down  the  St.  Lawrence  as 
Montreal,  but  no  farther — the  fortress  of  Quebec 
would  stand  impregnable;  whilst  another  gentle- 
man contended  that  Canada  could  not  be  taken 
because  it  must  be  done  by  drenchinj  its  soil  in 
the  blood  of  its  inhabitanis.  Now  this  whole 
ground  ol  argument,  as  well  as  every  branch  of 
It.  I  would  rank  among  the  strongest  that  can  be 
urged  in  favor  of  these  bills.  The  more  compe- 
tent your  force,  the  less  probability  or  necessity 
will  there  be  of  shedding  blood  ;  and.  if  the  for- 
tress of  your  enemy  is  already  of  such  gigantic 
strength,  this  only  furnishes  another,  and  a  cogent 
proof  that  its  reduction  is  indispensable  to  your 
own  defence.  To  the  same  effect  is  evidently  all 
tlie  extraordinary  resistance  already  experienced. 
All  go  to  prove  irresistibly  that  the  enemy  has 
been  intrenching  himself,  preparing  his  weapons 
of  war,  and  accumulating  strength,  whilst  we 
have  slumbered  in  security  and  peace.  Still, 
there  have  been  strong  indications  that  he  doubt- 
ed his  ability,  effectually,  to  resist  our  force  ;  and, 
should  we  now  persevere,  and  convince  him  that 
we  can  and  will,  whenever  a  state  of  war  requires 
it,  tumble  all  his  strongholds  about  his  ears,  he 
will  be  the  less  inclined  to  re-possess  them.  I3ut 
if  we  fail,  we  have  every  reason  to  fear  the  lest 
will  give  him  strength  beyond  his  most  sanguine 
expectation  ;  he  will  be  stimulated  to  new  exer- 
tions, with  greater  confidence  and  strength  than 
heretofore.  Then,  sir,  would  you  be  compelled, 
indeed,  to  keep  on  foot  an  overgrown  peace  estab- 
lishment, to  oppose  fortress  to  fortress,  soldier  to 
soldier,  when  none  are  necessary.  Other,  and 
still  more  immediate  considerations,  recommend 
the  most  immediate  exertion  of  the  utmost  en- 
ergy to  invade  and  conquer  your  enemy  in  Can- 
ada. He  threatens,  in  express  terms,  your  citi- 
zens, prisoners  of  war.  with  death— has  them 
confined  in  dungeons;  holds  tliem,  unfortunately 
for  us,  in  considerable  numbers — besides  more 
than  six  thousand  of  your  citizens  in  prison  ships, 
fighting  against  you.  and  against  iheir  will.  He 
liireatens  moreover,  in  express  terms,  still  greater 
devastation  on  your  seacoast.  Take,  then,  his 
strongholds  in  Canada  without  delay,  before  his 
succors  shall  arrive,  and  before  the  approaching 
Summer  shall  secure  his  armies  a  retreat. 

A  fourth  ground,  the  last  I  shall  notice,  was 
this:  the  incompetency  of  Administration  to  con- 
duct the  opei'ations  of  the  war,  attempted  to  be 
proved  by  the  recital  of  numerous  instances  of 
misconduct  heretofore.  Upon  this  ground  the 
particular  observations  were  made  which  fur- 
nished my  decisive  reason  for  troubling  the  Cotn- 
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Jnittee  at  this  time.     In  eoumerating  the  various  j 
finstances  of  misconduct  exhibited  in  order  to  cs- 
fiablish  the  fact  of  incompetence  or  turpitude,  reo-  I 
!\Jerin£j  the  Administration    unworthy   to   be  in- | 
trusted  with  an  additional  force,  we  have  had  a 
Tecapitulation  of  nearly  all  the  military  move-; 
rnents  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  i 
"the  present  lime,  without  much  discrimination  I 
t)€tween  defeats  and  victories,  and  not  only  no  > 
{Aredit  is  given,  but  a  large  share  of  censure  is  at-  j 
Itached   to  each  circumstance.     The  capture  of 
tyork  and  Fort  George,  s-ays  the  gentleman  from  [ 
^Ncw  York.  (Mr.  Milllr,)  were  palpable  defects  | 
l',a  a  campaign  ;  for  which  the  responsible  officer 
<was  suspended  indeed,  but   ought  to   have   been  : 
iirrested- -especially   for    not    making    Kingston  | 
^he  first  point  of  attack  instead  of  York,  and  be- 
Jfause  thf  garrison  of  Fort  George  was  suffered 
^  (0  escape.     One  remark,  which  I  shall  offer  in 
,  feply  to  ihese  ob>ervations.  will  apply  equally  to 
j)ll.     The  decision  of  the  gentleman  precedes  in- 
stead of  following  the  inquiry  recently  called  for 
^y  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  this  House  :  so 
<herefort*  must  necessarily  be  whatever  may  be 
>aid  in  riply  to  those  facts  and  arguments.    Some 
,acts.  however,  are  well  known,  some  of  notoriety, 
nd  some  by  official  correspondence;  others  are  j 
)robable}and  some  merely  possible  ;  which,  with  j 
he  obvious  deductions  may  be  fairly  thougli  pre-  j 
^alurel)  adduced  to  rebut  accusations,  and  still 
;  ^ore  so  decisions  which  are   premature.     Was  j 
I  iiot  York,  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  Upper  | 
'  Canada,  nn  important  depot  of  troops  and  stores  i 
Aod  of  Ii^dian  supplies,  placed  at  the  very  point  j 
'for  immejiate^conveyance  to  the   Northwestern 
!  Indians  ip  case  of  any  obstruction  on  the  accus- 
'  iorned  ro^ite  ? — a  large  detachment  of  the  British 
.*rmy  gan.risoning  the  place,  and.  what  is  perhaps 
-till  mori:  important,  a  large  vessel  was  on  the 
stocks  in'a  state  of  great  forwardness.    It  is  known 
also,  I  believe,  that  a  considerable  flotilla  of  the 
enemy  had  wintered   there.      Is  it  certain   that 
'  ihe  commanding  General  had  no  discretion,  or, 
lif  he  haii,  that  there  were  no  circumstances  ren- 
fdering  jtj  proper  first  to   attack  this   post  1     It  is 

icertainly^a  harbor  earlier  open  than  that  of  King- 
ston. wh)ich  I  am  not  certain  was  free  of  ice  at 
that  tim<i.     The  same  remarks,  except  the  last, 
{apply  eqjjally  to  Fort  George,  the  stores  at  each 
iw»  re  forward  on  their  passdge  to  the  Northwest ; 
jand.   had   Kingston   been    first   attacked,   would 
Ihave  reached  their  destination  without  interrup- 
ition  or  ttie  nece>sity  of  retaining  their  forces  to 
Isecond   y.     Had   nut  astonishing  alacrity   been 
fused    in  'preparing   fur   their    attacks,   and   were 
ithey   noi   conducted    with  admirable  order  and 
icelerity  7     The  garrisons  escaped  indeed,  as  they 
Ipreferred  flight  to  determined  resistance;  proba- 
bly to  ppevent  it  was  impossible — to  pursue  was 
all  that  was  practicable.   Might  not  even  this  have 
■been  dilhcult  or   impracticable   immediately   to 
execute,  without  artillery  or  cavalry,  as  an  army 
must  have  been  on  first  landing,  and  for  some 
.lime  after,  in  a  country  abounding  in  wood,  am- 
Tbuscade*  to  be  apprehended,  and   roads  abalted 
•With  the; greatest  ease  ? 


The  victory  of  Harrison  is  merely  not  dis- 
graceful. The  unfortunate  names  of  Hull  and 
Smyth  are  coupled  together;  and  such  of  their 
actions  as  their  names  are  supposed  to  disgrace, 
as  well  as  those  which  disgrace  their  names,  are 
alike  confidently  urged  in  condemnation  of  the 
Administration,  without,  it  is  admitted,  having 
ascertained  that  those  acts  were  authorized. 
Without  waiting  to  examine  whether  author- 
ized or  not,  what  crime  do  the  acts  alluded  to 
constitute,  and  against  whom  were  they  com- 
mitted ?  The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
MiLLt:R)  exerted  all  his  finished  eloquence  to  de- 
pict the  Don  Q,uixote  follies,  as  well  as  crimes  of 
Hull  and  Smyth — in  what  ?  Their  follies  in  of- 
fering protection  and  security  to  the  inhabitants, 
upon  condition  that  they  are  not  found  in  arms. 
The  crime  of  Hull  is  found  in  his  notice,  his  ad- 
monitory caution  to  all,  whatsoever,  not  to  be- 
come accessary  with  the  savage  in  the  murder  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  That  of  Smyth  is  found  in  his 
offers,  as  alleged,  of  forty  dollars  for  the  arms  and 
spoils  of  each  and  every  '•  red  man"  slain — not 
for  offering  a  guinea  for  the  scalp  of  a  white  man, 
to  place  in  the  Legislative  Hall  of  his  country  ! 
Had  he  done  so,  it  was  fair  retaliation,  according 
to  the  settled  usages  of  war.  The  enemy,  red  or 
while,  could  have  no  pretext  to  complain,  much 
less  receive  our  sympathies  in  this  Hall.  Ask  the 
only  survivor  of  a  family  indiscriminately  mur- 
dered in  their  beds,  from  the  infant  on  the  breast 
to  the  aged  grandsire,  for  one  guinea  per  scalp — 
how  heinous  the  crime  must  be  to  offer  forty  dol- 
lars for  the  arms  and  spoils  of  the  savage  mur- 
derer ! 

The  naval  victories,  so  far  as  Administration 
were  concerned,  fare  little  better  than  the  un- 
successful acts  of  Hull  and  Smyth.  It  was,  says 
the  gentleman,  as  disgraceful  to  the  Administra- 
tion, as  it  was  splendidly  glorious  to  the  officer 
in  immediate  command  ;  because,  as  was  alleged, 
a  force  decidedly  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy 
had  not  been  provided.  Here.  Mr.  Chairman.  I 
am  compelled  to  pause  in  some  astonishment, 
ihat  remarks  so  inviuious  should  be  deemed 
necessary,  and  hazarded  at  random,  uncertain 
against  whom,  and  quite  as  likely  to  apply  to  the 
naval  commander  as  to  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment. A  victory  which  has  deservedly  gained 
ihe  unbounded  plaudits  of  friends  and  foes — a  vic- 
tory in  all  its  parts.characterisiics,and  tendencies, 
more  complete  than  any  which  the  world  has 
witnessed.  The  geutleraan  indeed  attempts  to 
draw  a  line  of  distinction  very  legible — in  words  ! 
— exalting  to  the  highest  heaven  the  naval  hero, 
debasing  la  the  deepest  infamy  the  Head  of  the 
Navy  Department,  or  the  Administration.  To 
show  how  entirely  unjust  and  illiberal,  how  un- 
just it  may  be  to  the  incomparable  Perry  himself, 
how  uncongenial  to  his  principles  and  disposi- 
tions, let  me  be  permitied  briefly  to  recapitulate 
the  prominent  characteristics  of  the  victory,  and 
history  of  that  fleet  Ly  which  it  was  achieved. 

It  was  gained  over  a  decidedly  superior  force; 
had  the  honor  to  be  the  first  engagement  in  squad- 
run,  uuder  our  flag,  over  a  brave,  determined,  and 
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invpterateenemy,  generally  deemed  invincible  by 
all  Europe;  over  a  naval  establishment  of  more 
than  thirty  years'  standing,  specially  and  delib- 
erately prepared  for  the  occasion — an  occasion  on 
which  depended  the  fate,  the  long-established 
dominion  of  Great  Britain  over  her  remaining 
American  provinces  ;  prepared,  accordingly,  for 
attack  and  destruction.  A  victory  which  restores 
To  the  United  States  a  Territory  ;  open.s  the  way 
to  a  conquest  upon  which  their  safety  largely 
depends  ;  a  victory  resulting  in  the  capture  of  the 
whole  opposing  squadron  ;  and,  in  short,  a  victory 
equalled  by  none  in  brilliancy — by  none  in  im- 
portance ;  a  victory,  it  must  siiU  be  added,  which 
depended  in  a  degree  (distinguished  above  all 
other  instances  of  record)  upon  the  single  merit, 
the  masterly  talent,  the  cool,  intrepid  bravery,  of 
the  commanding  officer.  Thus  does  Perry  stand 
exalted  beyond  all  rivalship — beyond  all  compe- 
tition— entitled  to  and  receiving,  undivided,  the 
voluntary,  spontaneous  praise  of  all  the  world. 
I  had  ho[)ed  the  prodigy  of  one  blameless,  fault- 
less action,  coupled  with  the  actor's  name,  would 
in  this  instance  have  been  sufl"ered  to  pass  down 
to  posterity  without  detraction.  But,  when  the 
circumstance  to  which  the  gentleman  attaches 
?uch  a  load  of  infamy  as  to  render  it,  in  his  esti- 
mation, as  disgraceful  as  the  victory  was  glori- 
ous, is  simply  that  the  force  was  not  decidedly 
superior  to  the  enemy,  can  he  be  free  from  the 
apprehension  that,  for  aught  he  knows,  he  is  de- 
tractins  from  the  merit  of  that  hero,  not  content 
with  the  utmost  elevation  the  world  could  give 
him.  unless  it  be  upon  the  mangled  name  ofthe 
Administration  !  Suppose  the  force  was  such  as 
Perry  chose,  as  exactly  as  possible — and  I  harbor 
not  a  single  doubt  it  was  so — Perry  superintended 
the  whole  preparation  of  the  flotilla  destined  for 
his  command,  and.  with  nil  the  information  pos- 
sessed by  the  Department,  was  consulted,  no 
doubt,  upon  every  particular,  and  his  advice  im- 
plicitly followed.  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying. 
that  I  verily  believe  both  Captain  Chaunceyand 
Captain  Perry  were  offered  a  greater  force,  or 
knew  it  would  be  ordered,  if  by  thetn,  or  either 
of  them,  deemed  necessary. 

It  is,  in  my  view,  proper  they  should  be  con- 
sulted. It  is  not  probable  they  required  a  force 
decidedly  superior  to  the  enemy  ;  it  is  not  in  the 
character  of  a  daring  naval  commander,  nor  was 
it  the  fact.  I  am  very  confident,  in  this  instance. 
The  law  has  wisely  contemplated  such  cases,  and 
provided  its  most  liberal  rewards  and  distin- 
guished honors  to  the  inferior  force.  Thus  pre- 
ferring bravery  to  force,  will  the  gentleman  now 
say  the  brave  Perry  has  been  influenced  by  pe- 
cuniary considerations  ?  And,  yet.  this  is  no  more 
than  the  law  itself  expccUs.  He  will  hardly  inti- 
mate so  sordid  a  motive.  But,  if  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  could  be  shown  to  have  a  cent  of 
interest  dependent  on  the  inferiority  of  force,  it 
appears  there  would  be  no  hesitation  in  attribut- 
ing its  influence  to  him.  But.  no  such  thing — 
no  blame  whatever—but,  on  the  contrary,  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  honor,  as  we  participate  in  the 
light  of  truth— the  light  of  heaven — without  les- 


sening the  beauty  of  either,  is  nobly  merited, and 
as  freely  shared. 

The  Erie  fleet  was  prepared  in  about  four 
months'  time,  under  extraordinary  circumstances 
of  inconvenience — that  of  commencing  a  new 
thing  in  a  new  and  remote  situation  ;  at  a  point 
in  the  wilderness  full  400  miles  and  more  from 
any  ship  yard,  from  which  either  men  or  mate- 
rials could  be  collected  ;  prepared  of  materials 
collected  from  ihe  adjoining  forests.from  the  Slate 
of  Kentucky. from  theforgesin  Pennsylvania. from 
the  foundry  in  this  city,  by  workmen  taken  from 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  ;  manned  by  sea- 
men and  marines  collected  from  various  distant 
seaports,  or  enlisted  from  the  ranks  of  the  militia  ; 
interrupted  in  its  progress  by  the  breaking  up  of 
the  Winter  roads,  and,  in  consequence  of  this, 
delayed  until  the  falling  of  the  waters  occasioned 
further  interruption,  by  the  sickness  of  the  crews 
on  their  passage  and  of  workmen  on  the  ground, 
from  fatiguing  travel,  and  by  contrary  winds  on 
Lake  Ontario.  No  man  can  make  himself  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  contingencies — all  the  acci- 
dents to  which  such  an  undertaking  must,  in  its 
nature,  be  liable — without  perceiving  that  it  was 
an  extraordinary  performance,  whicii  required  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  most  laborious  and 
unrelaxing  vigilance,  as  well  as  the  first  order  of 
talents,  both  for  plan  and  execution.  This  argu- 
ment, therefore,  scarcely  required  refutation  ou 
its  own  account,  but  may  be  a  useful  comment  on 
others,  however  plausible.  The  grounds  of  oppo- 
sition have  totally  failed, and  more  than  failed,  in 
my  estimation — a  further  proof  of  which  will 
soon  be  seen  by  the  large  majority  of  this  Com- 
mittee which  will  so  pronounce  by  the  speedy 
passage  of  these  bills. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill ;  the  object  of  which  was  under- 
stood by  the  reporter,  as  he  heard  it  read  from  the 
Chair,  to  be  to  convert  three  of  the  regiments 
proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  raised  during  the  war, 
into  rifle  regiments. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
and  decided  in  iheaffirmative,aud  leave  was  given 
to  the  Committee  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday.  January  18. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "authorizing 
the  President  ofthe  United  States  to  grant  cer- 
tain permissions  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island 
of  Nantucket."  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  an  In- 
surance Company  in  Georgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  incorporate  a  Fire  Insurance  Company 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendments  of  tlie  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for 
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I  the  apifiinimeoc  of  an   additional  Judge  in  (he 

FiMissouJ'i  Terriiory,  and  for  oiher  purposes,"  were 
read,  ai>d  referred  to  the  CominiUee  on  tlie  Ju- 
diciary." 

Tlie  tullowin?  resolution  was  submitted  to  the 
House  hy  Mr.  RoBKRTd: 
Resolved,  That  the  t^tanJing  Kuleaof  this  House  be 
^  amendeu,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  provisions, 
jr  to  wit : 

4  StcnMraphers  admitted  to  take  down  the  debates 
I  and  pro'eedings  of  the  House,  ^hall  take  an  oath  or 
*  affirmation,  to  be  admini.«itered  by  the  Speaker,  to  wit : 
ti"  I.  (A.  p.)  do  aoicmnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will 
^  faithfull?,  truly,  and  mipartially,  report  the  debates  and 
>proceedi;ig»of  the  House  of  Representatives,  whenever 

,  I  do  repSrt  the  same,  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  judg- 
Jment."  *And  every  stenographer  who  shall  be  admil- 
2. ted  as  al:)resaid,  atter  taking  said  oath  or  af!irmation, 
1^ shall,  on  '^uch  admission,  state  to  the  Speaker,  in  writing, 
Njwhether  he  mtendd  to  pubhsh  his  report  in  pamphlet  or 
ij^olume  form,  or  in  a  newspaper  or  newspapers,  and  if 
^-in  the  laxter,  he  shall  give  in  a  list  of  such  papers  as 
1  be  may  iiitend  to  furnish  with  a  report  ;  and  he  shall, 
#,from  tiu)»'  to  time,  give  information  as  aforesaid,  if  such 
4  list  should  be  increased  or  diminished,  as  either  fact 
fMsay  occ^r,  and  such  statement  or  list  shall  be  filed  by 
*-the  ClerP.  And  e>ery  stenographer,  admitted  as  afore- 
said, shail  affix  his  signature  to  his  report,  from  time  to 
I    time,  as  -he  may  furnish  it  for  publication,  which  sig- 

'nature  \?e  shall  cause  to  be  published  in  every  case. 

The  i^esolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
,  the  tab^c'. 

A  rat  -sage  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  tranNmiiting  a  report  of  the 
acting  Secretary  of  the  Trea>ury,  ot  the  proceed- 

Iirgs  uncler  the  act  for  laying  out   and    making  a 
road  IruiD  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  the  State 
of  Oliio-  winch  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson 
»  of  Virginia,  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Another    mes>agc  was  also  received  from  the 
Presideiit,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
!of  Siati-,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
'House  tjf  the  llih  instant,  relating  to  the  recep- 
l  'tion  of  (iur  .Minister  in  France.     The  report  trans- 
mils  sundry  documents,  being  a  letter   from  Mr. 
I  Crawfu.-d,  announcing  his  arrival  in  France,  and 
enclosing  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  French 
Minister    of   Foreign    Affairs,    and    the    answer 
thereto, -tScc. 

Anoiiier   message  was  also  received  from   the 
PresiJerjt,   transmuting  a  report  from    ii»e   Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  compliance  with  their  resolu- 
:tion  of  ^»e  13th  instant,  requesting  the  papers  re- 
^  spectinj;  the   Russian  mediation  to  be  laid  before 
them.     -The   report  enclosed   sundry  documents, 
Viz  :  a  btter  from  Mr  Daschkuff,  the  Russian  Min- 
ister, tojthe  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  Sih  of 
March,  ji813,  offering  the  interposition  of  Russia 
jas  Mediator  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
<ted  Slases  ;  the  reply  of  Mr.  Secretary  Monroe 
accepiicg  the  .-ame,  dated  the  lllh  of  the  same 
'  month  I  and  sundry  letters  and  extracts  of  letters 
,:frum    ovr    Mini>ter  in  Russia,    slating    the  lime 
Twhen,    ind  manner  in  which  the  Emperor  first 
'  *caused  to  be  communicated  to  him  his  intention 
■to  propose  his  mediation,  dec.    These  documents 
;    were  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

:  '. 

> 


COASTING  TRADE. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  when 
he  had,  on  P'riday  last,  proposed  a  resolution  hav- 
ing for  its  object  ihe  relief  of  a  large  and  suffer- 
ing portion  of  his  countrymen,  although  he  had 
been  put  down  by  the  Speaker,  and  his  resolu- 
tion had  been  voted  down  by  an  overwhelming, 
he  would  not  say  triumphant  majority  of  the 
House;  and,  although  these  resolutions,  as  far 
as  depended  on  that  majority,  had  been  almost 
kicked  out  of  doors,  he  should  not  cease  to  knock 
at  the  door  until  he  could  gain  admittance  for 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  right  of  the  people 
whom  he  represented.  On  the  occasion  to  which 
he  alluded,  he  had  addressed  himself  to  ihe  Con- 
stitutional feelings  and  powers  of  the  House. 
But,  alas!  on  that  subject  he  could  excite  no 
sympathy 

The  Speaker  here  interrupted  Mr.  Kino,  and 
admonished  him  of  his  violating  the  rule  which 
restricts  a  member  making  a  motion,  to  a  narra- 
tive or  explanation  of  the  grounds  for  it,  and  also 
of  the  impropriety  of  ihe  reflections  he  had  cast 
on  the  decision  of  the  House  on  Friday  last. 

Mr.  Kino,  when  he  resumed  (he  floor,  expressed 
his  indisposition  to  violate  the  rules  of  the  House, 
the  feelings  of  the  members  who  compose  it,  or 
of  the  gentleman  who  presides  with  perfect  abil- 
ity in  the  Chair.  He  might,  he  said,  have  pur- 
sued a  course  not  perfectly  accordant  with  the 
rules,  for  which,  if  he  had  done  so.  he  asked  par- 
don of  the  House.  With  this  explanation,  Mr. 
K.  begged  leave  merely  to  add  that  he  liad  thought 
he  had  come  here  to  advocate  the  rights  of  his 
fellow  citizens;  and,  if  necessary,  not  either  to 
beg  or  buy,  but  to  demand  them. 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  the  situation  of 
some  coasting  vessels  in  the  State  which  he,  io 
part,  represents,  which  had  unfortunately  beea 
caugiit  by  the  embargo  law  at  a  distance  from 
home,  and  were  unable  to  return  ;  the  masters 
and  sailors  belonging  to  which — ay,  the  sailors, 
of  whose  rights  we  hear  so  much,  had  been  turned 
on  shore,  and  compelled,  exposed  to  the  rigors  of 
a  Northern  climate,  to  travel  on  fool,  some  one 
and  some  two  hundred  miles  to  their  homes  ia 
various  parts  of  the  Uistricl  of  Maine.  And  what 
Were  the  objects  to  await  them  when  ihcy  did 
return  ?  Their  wives  and  cliildren  suffering  for 
the  want  of  that  subsistence  which  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  iheir  voyage  to  procure,  and  which  it  was 
not  in  their  power  to  give  ihem.  Tnat  was  ihe 
fate  of  many  of  these  masters  and  sailors.  These 
cases  it  was  partly  the  object  of  the  resolution 
which  he  had  moved  to  embrace  ;  but  it  had  not 
met  the  views  of  honorable  members  of  the  House 
to  consider  it.  Mr.  K.  said  it  was  his  wish  so  to 
frame  a  resolution  as  to  meet  the  wishes  and 
views  of  the  House,  which,  without  further  re- 
mark, he  would  submit,  and  of  which  he  thought, 
standing  on  this  floor  as  an  independent  Ameri- 
can, the  Representative  of  a  free  people,  he  had 
a  right  not  only  to  solicit,  bul  demand  the  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  K.  then  subtuitled  the  following  resoiuiion 
for  consideration  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  right  of  i-o  amending 
the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  passed  on 
tlie  17lh  day  of  Deceml>er,  1813,  as  to  permit  such 
coasting  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  were  absent 
from  the  district  where  they  were  owned  and  employed 
when  their  masters  were  notified  of  said  act,  to  return 
to  such  districts,  with  their  freight  or  return  cargoes  on 
board,  on  such  conditions  as  may  be  Constitutional. 

The  House  acreed.  by  yeas  and  nays,  to  con- 
sider this  resolution. — For  consideration  92. 
against  it  62. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  inserting  the  word  expediency  instead 
o(  right,  in  ihe  resolution, 

Mr.  King  appeared  to  deciioe  acceding  to  this 
suggestion. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  saw  no  good  which 
could  result  from  the  insertion  of  the  last  clause 
of  the  resolution,  referring  to  the  constiiutional- 
iiy  of  any  measures  to  be  adopted.  He  therefore 
moved  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  Kino  objected  to  this  erasure.  He  pre- 
sumed the  House  would  take  no  measure  on  this 
head  which  wa*  not  Constitutional. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Inland,  moved  to  substi- 
tute the  word  expediency  for  the  woid  right  in 
the  resolution. — Agreed  to. 

Mr,  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  said  he  had  voted  for 
the  consideration  of  this  resolution, out  of  respect 
to  the  class  of  persons  to  whom  ii  related.  Bul 
to  instruct  a  committee  to  inquire  into  this  sub- 
ject so  soon  alter  the  passa^^e  of  the  law  would 
seem  to  imply  that  some  deficiency  in  it  had  es- 
caped the  committee  when  they  reported, and  the 
House  when  they  passed  the  embargo  bill.  The 
part  of  the  bill  to  which  this  resolution  refers, 
had  been  adopted  after  much  deliberation  ;  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  unbecoming  the  dignity 
and  stability  which  ought  to  characterize  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  so  soon  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  changing  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  The  House  had  not  been  unaware  of  the 
operation  of  the  embargo  law  when  it  was  passed. 
They  knew  it  would  operate  more  severely  on 
some  parts  of  the  community  than  on  others. 
They  had  not  been  unmindful  of  the  interests  of 
commerce;  but  they  had  hoped  there  was  patri- 
otism enough  in  those  affected  by  the  mea-ure  lo 
induce  them  to  reflect  that,  in  a  season  of  war 
and  peril,  when  a  system  of  energy  became  ne- 
cessary, the  interest  of  the  few  must  yield  to  the 
good  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  should  be  rery  happy  lo  facili- 
tate ihe  return  of  those  coasting  vessels  to  their 
homes ;  as  he  should  be  lo  adopt  measures  to  en- 
able the  distressed  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  lo 
return  lo  their  habitation*!.  Yet  it  was  not  in  ihe 
power  of  the  House  to  afford  this  relief;  and  he 
therefore  did  not  believe  the  adopiion  of  the  res- 
olution could  answer  any  valuable  purpose, 
whilst  it  might  have  an  ill  tendency,  by  creat- 
ing suspense  and  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  ihose 
who  yet  remained  with  their  vessels,  and  would 


remain  in  expectation  of  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed measure. 

.Mr,  Troup,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion lie  on  the  table,  with  a  view  lo  lake  up  ihe 
order  pf  the  day. — Negatived. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  in  favor  of 
ihe  resdiuiion.  Herouid  not  see  but  relief  might 
be  granted  in  perfect  consistency  wilh  the  policy 
of  ihe  embargo  act;  and  as  the  resolution  only 
proposed  inquiry,  he  hoped  if  would  be  granted. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland  said,  he  had  voted 
against  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  as  first 
proposed,  because  the  modification  sugsested  was 
claimed  as  matter  of  right  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, thereby  implicating  the  constiiutionalily  of 
the  embargo  law.  But.  as  the  phraseology  had 
been  >o  varied  as  lo  remove  this  objection,  he 
should  now  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  the  situ- 
ation of  ihose  whose  cases  were  contemplated  by 
this  resolution,  and  the  necessity  of  something 
beinff  done  for  their  relief.  He  should  have  pre- 
ferred  a  resolution  more  extensive  in  its  scope, 
so  as  lo  relieve  a  large  portion  of  ihe  community 
from  the  sudden  interruption  of  necessary  and 
convenient  communication. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusett«>.  also  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  resolution,  which  it  appeared  to  him 
would  be  no  more  ihan  a  pursuance  of  those  pre- 
cedents which  governed  the  House  in  like  cases. 
Wherever  a  Legi>lalure  applied  a  gcntral  rule, 
which  operated  wilh  peculiar  severity  on  any 
particular  ca^e.  the  same  Legislature  frequently 
exerci-ed  the  office  of  Chancellor,  and  miiigated 
the  severity  of  the  rule.  As  to  the  suggestion 
that  the  passage  of  the  resolution  would  impli- 
cate Ihe  correctness  of  those  who  passed  the 
original  measure  he  conceived  there  was  not  the 
least  foundation  for  it.  The  House  was  now  in- 
formed of  facts  which  were  not  known,  and  of. 
course  could  not  be  acted  on,  at  the  lime  that 
law  passed,  if  tlie.<:e  facts  should  not  prove  to 
be  as  stated,  the  committee  of  course  would  re- 
port and  the  House  act  accordingly.  Mr.  W. 
stated  the  particular  hardship  of  itie  cases  pro- 
posed to  be  relieved.  He  appealed  to  the  justice 
of  the  House,  whether  relief  ought  not  lo  be 
granted  in  cases  where,  by  a  law  instantaneously 
passed,  individuals  were  caught  three  hundred 
miles  from  home,  and  obliged  to  leave  their  ves- 
sds  on  expenses  at  ihe  wharves,  and  travel  home 
on  fool,  <tc.,  besides  being  disappointed  of  the 
expectation  of  carrying  with  tliem  on  their  re- 
turn something  for  their  families  to  eat.  He 
thought  il  would  be  no  more  than  consistent  wilh 
justice  and  mercy  to  afford  to  persons  ihus  situ- 
ated at  least  partial  relief. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  viewed  thi» 
question  as  very  similar  to  that  embraced  by  the 
bill  this  day  received  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  the  people  of  N.intuckel.  There  were 
many  ve<;sels  caught  by  the  embargo  in  ihe  ports 
of  Boston,  Newburypurt.  Porisiuouth.  and  else- 
where, and  not  permiired  to  return  home,  which 
belon'^'ed  not  only  lodiffereiit  ports  in  theDi->irict 


^ 


i 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1052 


1053 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


) 


\v 


I 


ii 


Wl 


iH.orR. 


Coasting  Trade. 


January,  ISU. 


1  Maini>,  but  to  (be  islands  on  the  coast.    In  the 
district  "which   he  represented    there    were   five 
large  islands,  containing  from   five  thousand  to 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants.     On  some  ot  those 
islands   (here  were  no   mills,  and  they  were  in- 
debted to  the  Main  for  grinding  their  grain,  dec, 
.  with  wh-ich  they  were  now  prevented  from  com- 
traunicacing.     Mr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
4lution  \jy  adding   tu   the   end  of  it  words  to  the 
foUowir^  effect :  'Or  to  make  such  other  alter- 
ations s^ad  provisions  in  the  same  as  may  be 
deemed'necessary  and  proper." 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  McKi.M.  of  Maryland,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.     There  was  no 
;  ;Joubt  considerable  hardship  in  the  cases   which 
,  .had  been  referred  to  ;  but  the  embargo  laid  was 
'a   measure   of  general    privation.     Prior    to   its 
ipassage,   there  were   in   existence   laws  to  pro- 
"  -hibit  thf  supply  of  the  enemy  ;  but  it  was  found 
J  !<hat   he   was  supplied    notwithstanding,  and   to 
<  >uch   an  extent  that  it   was  found  necessary  to 
;  ^lass  a  law  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  any  vessel  to 
»riea.     He  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  extend- 
ing privileges  to  this  class  of  cases,  especially 
I  when   none  other  afforded  a  greater  hazard  of 
^furnishing  the  enemy  with  supplies. 
;       Mr.  .Mlrfree,  of  North   Carolina,  hoped  the 
^resolution  would  be  adopted,  and  that  the  Cona- 
^miltee  of  Foreign  Relations  would  report  some 
3»provision  to  remove  the  grievance,  he  btlieved  to 
^e  justly  alleged   to  exist.     The   House  would 
^  recollect  that  this  was  the  first  time  the  coasting 
VUrade  had  been  entirely  stopped;  and  in  a  coun- 
try so  extensive  as  this,  depending   for  mutual 
upplies  on  a  free  intercourse  between  the  seve- 
5ral  States,  it  was  impossible  to  have  foreseen  all 
4the  various   inconveniences  which  might  result 
^n  its  operation  from  a  measure  so  entirely  new. 
Vhf  n  the  celeriiy  with  which  it  was  passed  was 
ecoUected.  it  argued  no  want  of  forecast,  nor 
uy  incapacity  on  the   part  of  the  majority,  to 
puppose  that  there  might  have  been  some  omis- 
sion in   the  details  of  the  bill.     Permission  had 
een  given  to  neutral  vessels  to  depart  in  ballast, 
r   with   any   lading    they  had  on  board   at  the 
ime,  except  certain   articles.     Mr.  M.   said   he 
ould  not  see  why  the  same  privilege  should  not 
^e  extended  to  our  own  citizens;   for  the  griev- 
^^nce  of  detention   from   home  was  as  great  on 
'j  ihem  as  on  foreigners.     He  siated   the  case  of  a 
Northern  vessel  detained  at  Charleston  ;  its  de- 
'urture  could  not  be  more  injurious  than  that  of 
J^i  foreign   vessel,  while   the  consequences  of  its 
V/emaining  in  that  climate  until  the  expiration  of 
Vhe   law   would    be   certain   destruction.     If  he 
hcould  fojr  a  moment  suppose  ahe  provision  con- 
lemplaiij'd   by  the   resolve   could    invalidate   the 
uovisiops  of  the  embargo  law.  or  contribute  to 
ieed  the.' enemy,  no  man  would  more  heartily  op- 
^pose  it;;but  he  was  rather  inclined  to  think  (his 
P«was  a  cnse  inadvertently  omitted  by  the  framers 
iuf  the  embargo  law. 
^     Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  the  passage 
jpf  the  resolution,  because  he  supposed  such  a  case 
Ihad  been  anticipated  by  the  House  when  the  em- 
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barge  law  was  passed,  aod  ihey  had  not  deemed 

it  necessary  to  provide  for  the  contingency.  The 
bill  when  nrst  reported  contained  a  clause  giving 
a  discretionary  power  to  the  President  to  relieve 
such  cases.  On  due  deliberation  that  clause  had 
been  struck  out,  and  he  was  not  now  for  reinsta- 
ting it. 

Sir.  Bradbury,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  that, 
coming  from  that  part  of  the  country  where  the 
pressure  of  the  embargo  was  most  severely  felt, 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  offer  to  the  House  his 
knowledge  on  the  subject.  He  restated  the  cases 
of  the  coasting  vessels  detained  at  Boston  and 
elsewhere  by  the  embargo  law  ;  he  considw^d^ 
the  persons  belonging  to  these  vessels  as  a  suf- 
fering class  of  the  community,  who  had  a  right 
to  look  to  this  House  for  relief.  Whether  it 
could  properly  be  afforded  might  well  be  consid- 
ered by  the  committee.  While  up,  he  would 
state  that  there  were  some  parts  of  the  State 
which  he  represented  which  were  greatly  depend- 
ent on  importations  for  the  supplv  of  flour. 
When  he  left  home,  the  price  of  nour  was  in 
many  places  §18  per  barrel,  and  unless  the  coast- 
ing trade  was  m  a  degree  released  from  the  pres- 
ent restrictions  on  it,  great  distress  must  en^ue. 
He  doubted  not  but  some  mode  of  relief  might 
be  devised  without  the  risk  of  supplying  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  in  reply  to  the  observations  of 
Mr.  .MuHKREE,  that  the  difference  of  hardship 
between  vessels  lying  in  one  place  and  in  ano- 
ther, was  not  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
Legi>lature,  the  great  hardship  being  in  the  stop- 
page of  their  sailing  at  all.  The  gentleman  had 
asked  what  injury  could  result  from  permitting 
vessels  embargoed  to  return  home.  I  will  tell 
him,  said  Mr.  .McK.  I  yesterday  saw  a  letter 
from  a  respectable  source  in  Mew  York  to  a  gen- 
tleman in  this  city,  informing  him  that  eleven 
vessels  employed  as  packets  between  Rhode 
Island  and  New  York,  have  been  seized  under  a 
charge  of  supplying  the  enemy.  This  is  the 
evil.  If  men  had  been  governed  by  just  princi- 
ples, the  coasting  trade  might  well  have  contin- 
ved,  and  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for 
an  embargo.  But.  to  guard  against  treachery, 
we  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  this  rigor- 
ous measure,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  relax  it. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  observed  that 
if  he  could  think  the  passage  of  this  resolution 
for  inquiry  menaced  a  violation  of  the  embargo, 
he  certainly  should  not  vote  for  it;  but  a  mere 
inquiry  could  have  no  ill  effect,  because,  if  on 
inquiry  it  should  appear  that  the  object  could  not 
be  obtained,  it  would  be  perfectly  easy  for  the 
House  to  reject  the  adoption  of  a  measure  like 
that  proposed. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  expressed 
his  apprehension  that  this  resolution  was  only  a 
prelude  to  a  proposition  to  repeal  the  embargo  so 
far  as  relates  to  coai-ting  vessels.  The  more  the 
embargo  was  complained  of,  the  more  strong  was 
its  operation  ;  for  strongly  as  our  own  citizens 
might  feel  it,  the  enemy,  whom  it  was  intended 
to    affect,   felt   its    pressure   proportionably  still 
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stronger.  He  was  not  desirous  to  oppress  the 
buffering  fatpilies  of  the  mariners  spoken  of,  but 
to  oppres?  the  enemy,  who  was  fed  by  these 
means ;  and  he  should  therefore  vole  against 
every  proposition  to  relax  the  embargo,  whatever 
shape  It  might  assume. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  took  occasion  to 
express  his  sense  of  the  candor  which  had  been 
shown  by  some  gentlemen  towards  this  proposi- 
tion.    With  respect  to  the  imputation  of  a  want 
of  forecast  which  the  passage  of  this  resolution 
might  appear  to  convey,  Mr.  K.  said  that  all  men 
were   fallible,  and  when  error  was  discovered  it 
w^s  always  best  to  rectify  it.     The  fatal  error  of 
this  Government  appeared  to   him  to  have  been 
loo    great   a   confidence   and    pertinacity  in    the 
measures  it  had  adopted,  and  it  was  always  hon- 
orable to  retract  when  errors   had  been  commit- 
ted.    Mr.  K.  expatiated  on  the  inequality  of  the 
embargo  law.  which  he  conceived  to  contravene 
the  spirit  of  that  article  of  the  Constitution  which 
says  that  no  preference   shall  be  granted  to  one 
port  over  another.     This  inequality   he  discov- 
ered in  the  operation   of  the   late  embargo  law. 
inasmuch  as  the  prohibition  of  the  coasting  trade 
affected  much  more  injuriously  the  Eastern  than 
the  Southern  Stales.     As  to  these  vessels  being 
permitted   to  return  in  ballast,  as  had  been  sug- 
gested, he  said  it  would  not  remedy  the  principal 
evil,  which  was  the  want  of  provisions.  It  would 
be  almtist  literally  giving    them  a  stone,  when 
they  a>ked  for  bread.     We  must  be  supplied,  said 
Mr.    K.     Necessity  has  no   law  ;  we   must    pro- 
vide for  our  subsistence.     Self-preservation  is  the 
first  and  supreme  law  of  nature;  its  obligations 
are  paramount  to  those  of  the  Constitution  itself 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  the  resolution  must 
pass  ;  he  knew  it  would  pass,  unless  the  minds  of 
the  majority  were  hardened  to  the  distresses  of 
those  interested  in  it. 

Mr.  MuRFREE  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding,  after  the  word  cargo,  the  words  "other 
than  provisions  or  in  ballast." 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  having  inquired 
Mr.  McKim's  authority  for  a  fact  he  had  just 
stated. 

Mr.  McKiM  restated  what  he  had  said  respect- 
ing eleven  packets  or  traders  seized,  and  added 
that  something  was  .said  in  the  letter  of  five  more 
which  were  suspected. 

Mr.  Potter  said  there  were  but  two  regular 
packets  between  the  places  he  had  mentioned, 
and  that  of  course  there  must  be  an  error  in  the 
statement. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  oppo.sed  Mr.  Mlr- 
tree's  motion  to  amend  ;  and  quoted  the  prece- 
dent of  a  clause  in  a  lormer  law  granting  per- 
mission to  embargoed  vessels  to  proceed  coast 
wise.  Would  it  not  be  better,  he  said,  to  permit 
the  embargoed  vessels  to  return  home  with  the 
provisions  necessary  far  the  subsistence  of  the 
families  of  their  owners  and  navigators;  or  at 
least  to  leave  the  subji'ct  open  to  the  discretion 
of  the  committee  who  were  to  inquire  into  it. 

Mr.  Comstock,  of  New  York  opposed  the  res- 
olution, though  disposed  to  grant  relief  if  prac- 


ticable to  those  who  appeared  most  to  suffer  un- 
der the  embargo.  He  did  not  believe  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  as  proposed  would  answer 
any  other  object  than  to  afford  advantages  to 
speculators,  and  he  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Murfree's  amendment 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  King's 
resolution  as  amended,  and  decided  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messre.  Archer,  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chap- 
pell,  Chevcs,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Cul- 
1)eper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of 
'ennsylvania,  Dewey,  Ely,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddea, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovetl, 
Macon,  Markeli,  McLean,  Miller,  .Moffitt,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
ants, Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Richardson, 
Ridgely,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert. 
Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart.  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Ma»- 
sachuselUs,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  Winter, 
Wood,  and  Wright— 82. 

Nats — Messrs.  .Alexander,  .\lston,  .\nder8on,  Ave- 
ry, Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Dawson, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans.  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, PVanklin,  Ghol^on,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Ingham, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Ijctferts. 
Lvle,  McCoy,  .McKee,  .McKim,  .Moore,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Sage.  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Troup, 
Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey — 69. 
So  the  resolution  was  passed. 

THE  WAR. 

Mr.  Gaston  rose  to  offer  a  resolution  on  a  sub- 
ject which  would  be  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be 
of  the  first  importance,  in  the  following  words  : 

Resolvtd,  That,  pending  the  negotiation  with  Great 
Britain,  it  is  inexpedient  to  prosecute  military  opera- 
tions against  the  Canadas  for  invasion  or  conquest. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  as 
he  found  them  in  practice,  though  he  saw  nothing 
of  it  in  their  letter,  he  was  precluded  from  going 
any  further  in  introducing  this  resolution  than  to 
explain  his  motives  for  so  doing,  and  the  reasons 
which  at  this  time  induced  him  to  press  its  con- 
sideration. In  presenting  this  resolution  to  the 
House,  said  he,  I  am  actuated  by  motives  which 
I  will  exi)licilly  avow. 

Mr,  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to  speak 
to  order.  He  said  he  had  viewed  with  much 
pain  the  manner  in  which  measures,  proposed  to 
be  made  a  subject  of  deliberation,  had  recently 
been  introduced  into  liie  House.  He  wished  the 
Speaker  to  decide  whether  it  was  in  order  to  dis- 
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;uss  n  re>olution  before  it  was  made  the  subject 
^yf  deliberation. 
^     The  Sii'EAKER  said  he  had  repeatedly  announc- 

Icd   to  th<|  House  what  was  his  idea  on  this  head. 
The  rulfi  of  the  House  admit  a  member  to  make 
^such  a  narrative  of  his  object  or  views  as  is  ne- 
e^sary  tr)  explain  any  resolution  lie  wishes  to  in- 
iroduce;'and  ilie  introductory  retuarks   ought   to 
>e  confified   within    that    limit.     The   Speaker 
illustraicjl  his  idea,  by  what  lie  deemed  the  |iaral- 
^;.'l  case  c^f  a  pleader  stating  a  case  in  court  before 
y^t  proce-^ds  to  arjjue  it. 

;    Mr.  GfSTON  sa'd,  he  had  understood  the  rule 
iis  now  ^jaled  from  the  Chair,  and  it  was  not  his 
lesign  tcj  violate  the  spirit  of  it.     His  sole  object, 
le  said,  in  making  any  remark,  was.  that   every 
ienilemwi  might  understand   the  reasons  which 
nduced  Iiim  to  submit  the  motion  to  the  House  ; 
^e  meanj  not  to   make  a  single   remark  on   the 
V    *propriet)  of  adopting  it.     It  was  known   to   the 
.House,  Irjat  a  di!>cussion  had  progressed  in  Cora- 
■    \  iiiittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  our  affairs  as 
.    ; regards  t*ie  prosecution  of  the  war;   yet   the  de- 
ba'e  had  arisen  upon  a  matter  which  really  af- 
.    ]  I'orded  D(  I  a   proper  subject  for   the  discussion. 
One  motive,  then,  for  introducing  this  motion. 
,  was  to  present  a  fixed  substratum   for  the  argu- 
ments of^enlleraen  on  both  sides;   that  this  gen- 
:  eral  disciission  might  not  be  had  on  a   bill  winch 
really  af^jrded  no  other  topic  of  discussion   than 
:  whether   certain    troops   should    be   enlisted   for 
iwclve  njonlhs  or  during  the  war.     Another  mo- 
tive wa*<his:   it  was  generally  admitted,  on  all 
j    thands,  that  pending  liiis  session  it  would  be   pro- 
.    Jper  to  di.'cuss  the  state  of  our  public  affairs  freely 
j,ind  fully  ;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  they  should 
|iar.e  up  some  subject  which  admitted  a  latitude 
\}i  diseuNS^ion.     Now,  it  had  been  intimated  by  the 
]chairmari  of  the  .Military  Committee,  that  some 
inconvenience  might  result  from  a  protracted  dis- 
4:us>ion  oT  these  military  bills  ;  and,  if  this  discus- 
»<ioa  is  to  take  place,  it   had  better  be  on  some 
iollier  subject.     .Mr,  G,  said,  that  he  for  one  was, 
jbe.sides.  prepared  to  vote  for  this  bill,  and  he  had 
lo  idea  of  speaking  against  it  when  he  intended 
0  give  his   vote   lor   it.     He   therefure   tliousht 
here  was  no  occasion  to  delay  the  military  bilU, 
len  the  discussion  would    so   much    more   cor- 
eclly  take  place  on  the  resolution  he  had  offi'red, 
"e  was  Hctuaied  by  another  and  still  more  pow- 
rful  mcWive.     Tiie  motives  already  mentioned, 
ere  tn(j*e  addressed  to  gentlemen   according   to 
heir  political  feelings.     The  one  he  should   now 
%.tale.  would  operate  on  all.     It  was  this:  whether 
«he  unexpected   circumstance  of  a   negotiation, 
Jiaving  been  invited  by  the  enemy,  did  not   place 
^he  state  of  our  affairs   in   an   aspect   so   entirely 
View  as  to   present  a   question  whether   offensive 
iiprratious  ought  not  to  be  suspended  ?     Whether 
*h^  cau-ne  of  humanity  did  not  forbid  us  to  make 
>«vl]at  he  hoped  would  prove  to  be  ah  useless  t  ffu- 
iion  of  human  blood  ?     These  were   his  objects, 
All,  G.  said;  and   he   made  these   remarks   liiat 
eenllemen  might  be  completely  in   posses>ion  of 
Jii.-?  views.     He  hoped  there  would    be   no   ohjec 
!  ^vcttOQ  to  considering  ibis  resolution;  the  field 


would  then  be  open  to  discussion,  ind  each  gen- 
tlemen could  take  that  part  which  his  sense  of 
propriety  dictated  to  him. 

The  question,  on  proceeding  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  resolution,  was  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
srtt.-),  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bojd,  Bradbury, 
Breckcnndgc,  Brighain,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chevcs, 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cuipeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Eppes,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Khode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovetl,  Maron,  Markell,  .Miller,  Moffit, 
Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John 
Keed.  VViliiam  Keed,  Kichardson,  Kidgety,  8chureman, 
Shcffey,  Sherwood,  JShipherd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stunrt,  Sturges,  'I'aggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .MassachuselU,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  WiUon  of  Mas«achu- 
setts.  Winter,  and  Wood — 67, 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alston,  .Anderson,  -\rcher,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnclt,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cloplon, 
Cornstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denovelles, 
Desha,  Earle,  Evans.  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  CJourdin,  Griffin,  (irundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys.  Ingham,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr.  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, LefTerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  .McKee,  .McKiin, 
McLean,  .Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Kea  of  I'cnnsyhania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Rinagold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Virginia.  Strong,  Tannehiil,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  L'dree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  \N  right,  and  Yancey — 92. 

So  the  House  decided  that  it  would  not  now 
proceed  lo  the  coubideraiioa  of  Mr.  Gaston's 
motion. 


W^ED.NEsnAY,  January  19. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  certain  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  delegates  from  several  towns  in  the 
county  of  Saratoga,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York, 
recommending  the  adoption  of  energetic  and  de- 
cisive measures  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war  against  Great  Britain  ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

,Mr.  RoBERTu  presented  a  petition  of  John  Bio- 
ren,  William  J,  Duane.  and  R,  C,  Weightman, 
praying  the  aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  in 
printing  a  new  and  complete  edition  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  Slates. — Referred  lo  Mr.  Roberts, 
Mr.  Grcndy,  Mr,  Pitkin,  Mr,  Oakley,  and  Mr. 
Pleasants, 

Mr,  Desha  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentuckv, 
relative  to  the  compensation  and  pay  of  the  mil- 
itia of  that  State,  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
.Military  Affairs, 

.Mr,  Archer,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Piati ;  which  was  read  twice  and  coin- 
raiited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Resignation  of  the  Speaker,  <fc. 


H.  or  R. 


RESIGNATION  OF  THE  SPEAKER,  Ac.        |      The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 

The  ordinary  business  of  the  day  having  been     United  States  was  then  administered  to  him  by 
■^         '  '  Mr.  Findley.  one  of  the   Representatives  from 

the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania;  and  then  ihe  House 
adjourned. 


gone  through — 

Tne  Speaker  addressed  the  House  in  the  fol- 
lowing terras: 

"Gektlkmk5:  I  have  attended  you  to-day  to  an- 
nounce my  resignation  of  the  (lii:tinguihhedsta  lion  in  this 
House  with  which  I  have  been  honored  by  your  kindness. 
In  taking  leave  of  you,  gentlemen,  I  shall  be  excused  for 
embracing  this  last  occasion  to  express  to  you  person- 
ally my  thanks  for  the  frank  and  liberal  support  the 
Chair  has  experienced  at  your  hands.  Wherever  I  may 
go,  in  whatever  situation  I  may  be  placed,  I  can  never 
cease  to  cherish,  with  the  fondest  remembrance,  the 
sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect  with  which  you  have 
inspired  me." 

The  Speaker  having  left  the  Chair,  and  it  re- 
maining vacant — 

Mr,  Findley  of  Pennsylvania  moved  that  the 
House  come  lo  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  Henry  Clat,  in  testimony  of  their  approba- 
tion of  his  conduct  in  the  arduous  and  important  duties 
•Migned  to  him  as  Speaker  of  this  House. 

The  question  having  been  put  on  this  resolu- 
tion by  the  Clerk,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— for  the  resolution  144,  against  it  9. 

A  motion  was  then  made  lo  adjourn,  and  neg- 
atived— for  adjournment  70,  agaiust  it  1>0. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Potter  of  Rhode  Island,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker, 

Messrs.  Moore.  Johnson,  aud  Wheaton,  were 
appointed  tellers  ;  and  having  counted  (he  ballots, 
Mr,  Moore  reported,  that  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  in  being  one  hundred  and  sixiy-five, 
eighty-three  were  necessary  to  a  choice  ;  that  of 
these  votes  there  were — 

For  Langdon  Ctieves         -        -         -      -  94 

Felix  Grundy 59 

Scattering 12 

and  that  Langdon  Cheve.s,  having  a  majority  of 
votes,  was  duly  elected  Speaker  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Cheves  was  accordingly  conducted  to  the 
Chair,  and  made  his  acknowledgmeuls  to  the 
House  in  the  following  words: 

"GEHTLiME.f :  I  thank  you  for  the  flattering  and 
distinguished  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me. 
The  best  acknowledgment  I  can  make  of  the  gratitude 
which  I  profoundly  feel,  will  be  expressed  in  the  exertion 
of  every  faculty  I  possess,  to  prove  that  your  favor  is 
not  entirely  unmerited.  I  am  aware  of  the  importance  of 
the  station  to  which  you  have  elevated  me,  and  of  the 
dif^cult  nature  of  the  duties  which  it  imposes;  a  diffi- 
culty to  discharge  them  with  reputation,  not  a  little  in- 
creased by  the  great  ability  with  which  they  have  been 
executed  by  the  gentleman  who  has  just  descended 
from  the  Chair;  but  with  your  support  I  shall  not  de- 
spair. Err,  I  undoul'tcdly  often  shall ;  and  when  my 
errors  shall  be  calculated  to  aflect,  in  the  smallet-t  de- 
gree, the  interests  of  the  House  or  the  nation,  I  shall 
court  your  correction,  and  submit  with  cheerfulness 
and  pleasure  to  your  authority  ;  but  if  they  be  imma- 
terial, as  frequent  differences  of  opinion  between  the 
House  and  its  presiding  officer  can  add  nothing  to  its 
dignity,  a.id  may  diminish  his  usefulness,  I  shall  ask, 
what  I  fear  I  shall  too  often  need,  your  kind  mdul- 
gence," 

13th  Con.  2d  Skss.— 34 


Thursday,  January  20. 

Mr,  Seybert  presented  a  ptliiion  of  sundry  in- 
habitanis  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  an  act 
may  be  passed  to  incorporate  a  National  Bank, 
with  a  capital  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  report  of  the  Coramiltee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
.Metropolis,  praying  that  ihe  said  bank  may  be 
incorporated  by  act  of  Congress. — Referred  lo  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to 
incorporate  a  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  the  towu  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Archer,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  examine  the  slate  of  the  Clerk's 
office,  to  ascertain  whether  the  Executive  reports, 
reports  of  committees,  and  the  proceedings  of  this 
House,  are  duly  and  regularly  recorded;  and  to 
inquire  into  ihe  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
Clerk  of  this  House  lo  employ  an  additional  as- 
sistant clerk  in  his  office, — .Vlr,  Archer,  Mr, 
GuoLsoN.  and  Mr,  Kent,  of  New  York,  were 
appointed    the  commiltee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  irans- 
milting  e>iimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1814,  accompanied  wiih  a 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  during 
the  year  1813;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitlee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

EXCISE  AND  ARMY  RULES. 

Mr.  Taylor  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

lietolved.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  substi- 
tuting, in  lieu  of  the  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers,  as 
now  existing  by  law,  a  duty  on  the  quantity  of  spirits 
distilled,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bUl  or 
otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflkin 
be  instructed  to  revise  so  much  of  the  rules  and  arti- 
cles for  llic  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  as  relates  to  the  punishmwnt  of  offences  therein 
mentioned;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  T.  observed,  as  to  the  first  resolution,  that 
he  had  received  communications  from  various 
parts  of  ihe  cuunlrV;  informing  liim  that  the  pres- 
ent duty  on  stills  operates  extremely  unequally. 
He  had  now  before  him  a  letter  frotn  a  person  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  distilling,  stating  a  vast  in- 
equality in  the  amount  of  duty  paid  by  those  who 
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sed  difleren:  kinds  of  stilh.     The  only  mode  by 
hich  an   uniformity  could   be  introduced  into 
Jie  tax  OP  stills,  would  be  by  adopting  the  excise 
,inciple.    He  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection 
'»  authorize  a  committee  to  inquire  into  tliis  sub- 
ct.     A^    to   the   .second   resolution,   he    said,   it 
ould  be  recollected  that,  in  1812,  corporal  pun- 
hment  in   the   ainiy  was  abulislied  by   law;    it 
, -as  a  fact,  probably  known  to  a  large  portion  of 
tj.is  House,  that.  >ince  the   passage  of  that  law, 
lew  and  unusual  modes  of  punishment  had  been 
jtroducetl  iuto  the  army,  in  m;iny  instances  more 
ijurious  than  the  practice  under  the  old  system, 
^t  any  rate,  it  would    be  gratifying,  not  only  to 
IS  feelings,  but  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
bom  he  represented,  that  some  change  should 
e   made   in    this  respect.     This   resolution  also 
roposinj  inquiry,  he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted. 
J  Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  -said  he  had  but  one 
}}j('ctioD  to  the  latter  inquiry,  and  that  arose  from 
'fear  th.it  it  would  have  the  effect,  if  the  gentle- 
lao's  object  was  realized,  to  put  a  stop,  in  a  great 
vegree,  lo  the  recruiting  service;  but  he  would 
\o\.  object  to  its  going  to  a  committee.     Mr.  D 
J  lid  he  had  seen  some  service  since  corporal  pun- 
^  hment  was  abolished,  and  he  had  perceived  no 
jury  from  its  abolition.     The  different  modes  of 
nishment  substituted  for  it,  which  had  been  ai- 
ded to,   he  conceived   to  be  less  injurious  than 
[jat  which  had  been  done  away. 
"  The  fir..t  resolution  was  adopted  iiem.  con.  The 
'cond  was  also  agreed  to — ayes  90,  nays  from  30 
*40. 

TURREAU'S  LETTER. 

>  The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
'RESIDENT  OF  THE  United  States  ;  which  was 
(•ad  aiiH  laid  on  the  table: 
'o  the  Home  of  Representatives 

of  the  United  States  .- 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
f  the  Seiretary  of  Slate,  complying  with  their  resolu- 
ion  of  the  r«th  instant. 

JAMES  MAUISON. 

Jascai^  19,  1814. 

;  Depabtme.nt  or  Stats,  Jan.  IP,  1SI4. 

■  The  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  whom  was  referred  a  res- 
Jution  of -the  House  of  Represenlativea,  of  the  12ih 
pstanl,  r».que8ling  the  President  to  lay  before  the 
(oase  an\  correspondence  with,  or  communication  in 

f'nting  frc;n   the  late  Minister  of  France,  on  or  about 
le    14ih  /une,   1809,  or  by    his  successor  since,  pre- 
cribing  the  conditions  on  which  their  Sovereign  would 
-  pnsenl    Ig    treat    of  amity    and    commerce   with    the 
♦fnited  Suics,  A-c,  has  the  hoaor  to  make  to  the  Pre- 
dcnt  the  Ji'oilowing  report :    0f 

That,  Of   the  transactions  which  took  place  in  the 
eparlmrtit    of  State,   before  the    Secretary   of  Stale 
me  into  otiice,  which  was  in  the  year  1811,  heihas 
o  means  of  acquiring  a  knowledge,  other  than  from 
e  archivis  of  the  Department,  or  from  the  persons  in- 
usted  with  their  safe-keeping. 
i    Thai  h^  has  caused  the  files  of  the  Department  to 
■fje  carefupy  examined  for  a  communication  describfd 
T  the  rckjlution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
&t  none -such  hu  been  found  of  the  date  therein  re- 


y 


ferred  to,  or  of  any  other  djite,  from  the  former  Minii- 
ter  of  France,  or  from  his  successor,  or  any  trace  or 
evidence  of  such  a  communication;  that  he  has  clso 
inquired  of  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Department,  who 
has  been  in  that  office  since  the  year  1807,  concerning 
the  same,  and  whose  Rtatement  is  annexed. 

That  no  such  communication  was  ever  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  Slate  by  the  present  Minister  of  France. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Dkpartm«ht  Of  State,  Jan.  18,  1814. 
I  know  not  how  I  can  more  clearly  state  everything 
that  I  know  relative  to  a  letter  which  wta  recently 
published  in  some  of  the  public  prints,  from  General 
Turreau  to  Robert  Smith,  Esq.,  and  which  I  suppose 
to  be  the  communication  alluded  to  in  the  resolution  of 
the  House  ot  Representatives  of  the  I'ith  instant,  thaa 
by  observing,  that  when  that  letter,  as  published,  was 
shown  to  me  by  a  gentleman  of  this  office,  I  told  him 
I  could  not  say  whether  it  was  genuine;  that  some 
parts  did  not  appear  new  to  me,  but  that  other  parts  of 
it  did.  Wc  iinmedialely  looked  at  General  Turreau's 
file,  and  no  such  letter  was  there.  I  then  observed, 
thai  if  it  was  genuine,  it  must  be  the  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Turreau  which  had  been  withdrawn. 

The  fact  of  one  of  his  letters,  which  I  had  translated 
for  Mr.  Smith,  having  been  withdrawn,  1  distinctly  re- 
member, though  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty  either 
of  its  date  or  of  its  contents,  more  than  four  years  hav- 
ing elapsed  since  I  saw  it;  but  I  renieml>er  it  was  con- 
sidered exceptionable,  and  that  Mr.  Smith  directed  me 
not  to  put  it  on  the  files,  but  to  lay  it  aside.  I  can  add, 
too,  that  it  was  the  only  letter  from  General  Turreau 
which  to  my  knowledge  was  ever  withdrawn. 

This  letter  was  withdrawn  by  a  gentleman  attached 
to  the  French  Legation,  who  called  at  the  Department 
of  Slate  to  get  it,  and  it  was  delivered  to  him,  either 
by  Mr.  Smith  himself,  or  by  me  under  his  directions. 
When  this  was  done  I  cannot  now  recollect,  nor  have 
I  any  means  of  ascertaining,  except  by  reference  to  a 
subsequent  event,  which  happened  in  the  month  of 
November,  1809.  I  allude  to  the  dismissal  of  Mr. 
Jackson.  For  I  remember,  in  a  conversation  I  had 
with  Mr.  Smith  respecting  that  occurrence  at  the  time 
it  took  place,  he  observed  that  he  supposed  General 
Turreau  would  now  be  glad  he  had  withdrawn  hia 
letter. 

In  what  way  the  translation  of  this  letter  has  got 
into  the  public  prints  I  know  not,  nor  do  I  know  where 
or  by  whom  it  was  taken  from  this  office. 

JOHN  GRAHAM. 
Chief  CUrk,  Department  of  State. 

EXTENSION  OF  ENLIST.MENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tkoup,  of  Georgia,  the  House 
aerain  resolved  it>elf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  auihoiizing  (he  enlistment  of 
certain  reginjenls  therein  meotioned,  for  five  years 
or  during  the  war. 

Mr.  Tholp  withdrew  the  amendment  which 
he  proposed  when  the  subject  was  last  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  question  again  arose  on  the  Committee's 
rising  and  reporting  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brigham  said,  that,  having  been  indulged 
by  the  House,  at  a  former  session,  in  expressing 
his  opinion  of  the  fatal  policy  of  the  war,  and  of 
the  iDJusiice  of  it  ia  relaiioa  tu  the  ciiizeos  of  the 
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United  States,  he  should  not  at  this  time  have 
trespassed  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  had 
not  the  system  of  warfare  now  under  considera- 
tion, of  which  this  bill  is  a  part,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  pregnant  with  pernicious  consequences,  and 


in  a  degree  inferropted  that  harmony  and  mu- 
tual confidence  which  ought  to  be  the  character- 
istic and  honor  of  this  branch  of  the  .\ational 
Legislature.  How  does  this  appear  ?  Why,  it 
is  manifeNt  from  the  frequent  criminations  on  the 


to  have  a  tendency  to  defeat  a  speedy  and   an  ;  minority  for  their  opposition  to  the  present  sys- 
honorable  peace.  tem   of  measures:   and,  although   the  Admini?- 

This  bill  may.  and  probably  will,  increase  the  !  tration  and  their  friends  have  had  granted  them 
Executive  patronage ;  for,  if  you  raise  men.  there  [  all  the  men  and  all  the  money  which  they  have 
must  be  officers  appointed  lo  take  the  command,  '.  asked  for.  to  carry  on  their  work  of  conquest ;  yet, 
and  It  authorizes  the  President  to  enlist,  or  cause  \  the  majority  of  this  House  attribute  the  defeats, 


to  be  enlisted,  fourteen  regiments  of  infantry,  for 
the  term  of  five  years  or  during  the  war.  And 
it  is  contemplated  by  the  friends  of  war.  as  he 
understands,  to  furnish  the  Administration  with 
an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men.  to  prosecute  a 
war  of  conquest,  of  rapine  and  plunder.     And  it 


the  disasters,  and  the  failures,  of  the  American 
arms,  to  the  opposition  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  knew  that  there  was  a  strong 
opposition  to  the  present  measures  of  the  Admin- 
istration, and  he  wished  tliat  it  was  greater;  lor, 
he  believed  the  Opposition  would  be  the  salvation 


is  now  i)ublicly  acknowledged  and  avowed,  that  ':  of  the  country — he  hoped  so.  His  opposition 
the  great  object  of  the  present  system  is  the  con  i  arose  from  a  conviction  on  his  mind  that  the  ma- 
quesi  of  Canada:  and,  to  insure  enlistments  into  j  jority  were,  in  their  measures — he  hoped  not  by 


the  ranks,  a  bounty  is  provided  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dollars,  and  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  in  addition  to  the  monthly 
pay  of  eight  dollars. 

Sir,  if  this  system  of  measures  is  carried  into 
operation,  it  will  increase  the  public  debt,  which 
IS  already  enormous,  and  protract  a  war  which 
might  have  been  avoided,  and  now  discontin- 
ued, much  more  to  the  honor  and  to  the  interest 


design — in  opposition  to  the  best  interest  and 
welfare  of  the  country;  and  he  believed  that  the 
continuance  of  the  war  would  endanger  the  free- 
dom of  the  people  and  the  independence  of  the 
nation. 

Sir.  it  is  very  evident  that  the  declaration  of 
war  was  predicated  on  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. This  is  manifest  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe. 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  July  1.  1S12,  to  Mr.  John 


of  the  nation,  than  when  commenced  and  prose-  i  Quincy  Adams.  .Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  St. 
cuted.  j  Petersburg,  an  extract  of  which  was  communi- 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  did  not  suppose,  at  the  close  .  caied   to   Congress   by   Message,  on  the  18th  in- 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  nor  at  the  time  of  the  \  stant,  in  which  .Mr.  Monroe  says : 


adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
that  he  should  have  seen  the  day  when  the  Atner- 
ican  Government  had  extended  her  territorial 
limits  nearly  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  South, 
and  then  commence  a  war  of  invasion  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  Canadas  on  the  North;  but  this. 
sir,  is  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  United  States. 
The  Administration  are  engaged  in  a  war  of  am- 
bition and  of  conquest,  in  which  the  country  have 
much  to  lose  and  notiung  to  gain. 

The  Government,  in  this  conflict,  have  already 


"  As  it  appeared  that  Great  Britain  would  not  re- 
voke her  Orders  in  Council,  on  the  just  ground  on 
which  it  was  claimed,  but  enlarged  the  conditions  on 
which  she  professed  her  willingness  to  revoke  them, 
there  remained  no  honorable  course  for  the  United 
States  to  pursue  short  of  war.*' 

From  this  extract,  it  appears,  beyond  contro- 
versy, tliat  the  Administration  made  the  Orders 
in  Council  the  basis  of  the  war;  and  it  is  as  evi- 
dent, from  the  official  documents,  that  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  revoked  within  one  week  next 


suffered  the  loss  of  public  confidence,  the  loss  of  |  after  war  was  declared.  And.  although  the  events 
reputation,  and,  he  supposed,  the  loss  of  from  fif-  |  of  the  war  forbid  the  further  prosecution  of  it,  in 
teen  to  twenty  thousand  men  ;  the  public  treas- 
ure is  wasted,  the  country  is  impoverished.  And, 
after  all  this  sacrifice  of  character  and  property. 
we  are  not  so  near  the  conquest  of  Canada  as 
when  we  began.  Who  will  now  .say — as  was 
confidently  affirmed  on  the  floor  of  this  House 
before  the  declaration  of  war — that  we  can  con- 
quer Canada  in  six  weeks  or  two  months?  No 
one.  We  have  been  taught  better  by  wolul  ex- 
perience, and  by  the  sufferings  and  distresses  of 
our  armies. 

This  war  is  the  source  of  innumerable  evils  ;  it 


hnguage  which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  yet,  the 
Administration  and  the  majority  of  this  House 
were  determined  to  continue  it,  and  practically 
say  that  they  will  have  redress  of  injuries  in  no 
other  way  than  by  the  sword. 

Upon  the  overtures  of  peace,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  her  proposi- 
tion to  negotiate  at  London  or  Gottenbiirg,  to 
settle  the  differences  between  the  two  nations,  on 
principles  of  reciprocity,  the  maxims  of  public 
law,  and  her  maritime  rights,  and  the  prompt 
acceptance  of  the  propo.saTs  on  the  part  of  the 
has  not  only  deprived  our  fellow-citizens  of  their    American  Government — he  had  been  induced  to 


commoncomfortsandof  their  friends — of  their  pa- 
rents and  of  their  children,  who  have  been  slain 
in  the  field  of  battle,  and  wasted  by  disease — but 
it  has  destroyed  (hat  mutual  confidence  and  com- 
placency which  is  the  ornament  of  society  ;  and, 
however  it  may  be  lamented,  the  spirit  of  dis- 
trust has  insinuated  itself  into  this  House,  and 


believe  that  the  passion  for  war  would  abate;  but 
he  was  disappointed.  The  war  spirit  is  not  con- 
sumed ;  new  excitements  are  produced,  and  the 
ambition  of  those  who  were  active  in  the  com- 
mencement, and  who  have  been  principals  in  the 
prosecutionof  the  war, increased.  And  thefriends 
of  the  war,  convinced;  as  he  believed,  thai  the  pub- 
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m^vrnusi  oe  conquer^a,  oeiore  tney  can  oeuis- 
ir;^  ;  nor  will  they  eolist  into  the  ranks  and 
rcBinio  Canada,  there  to  be  tortured  by  the 
iia^wk  and  scalping  knife,  for  eight  dollars 


tercourse,  war,  and  embargo.  And  what  can  be 
said  to  reconcile  our  constituents  to  this  state  of 
things?  And  if  this  bill  passes,  their  burdens 
will  be  increased.  He  said  that  he  could  give 
no  satisfactory  reason  to  justify  this  destructive 
policy,  but  that  it  was  incumbent  on  the  majority 
of  the  House,  and  the  advocates  of  the  war,  to 
satisfy  reasonable  men  of  the  necessity  of  their 
measures,  and  of  the  claim  which  the  Govern- 
raeiit  have  to  the  Canadas. 

Sir.  it  i.«  DOW  avowed,  that  the  only  definite 
object  is  the  conquest  of  Canada;  and  that  is  a 
territory  which  we  ought  not  to  have,  if  we  could, 
and  one  which  we  cannot  conquer,  in  the  present 
divided  stale  of  the  public  sentiment,  if  we  would. 
This  being  the  object,  he  saw  no  end  to  the  po- 
litical state  of  confusicpn  and  misery  in  which  the 
country  is  involved.  He  did  not  see  but  the  war 
must  be  perpetual,  unless  the  object  is  abandoned. 
How  and  when  is  (!^anada  to  be  conquered  ?  Not 
by  this  Administration?  No,  sir,  nor  in  this  cen- 
tury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  were  not  sent  here  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  conquer   the  Canadas.     No, 
we  were  sent   here   for  more  noble  purposes;  to 
consult  the  welfare  of  the  people  ;no  protect  them 
in  their  rights,  and   to  promote   the   peace  and 
prosperity  of  our  constituents.     And  are  we   in 
the  laithful  discharge  of  these  high  and  import- 
ant duties?     He  5aid,   that  while   Congress  are 
exercising  their  power  in  the  prosecution  of  an 
unrighteous  and    hopeless   war.  they  forgot   the 
rights  of  their  fellow-citizens.     Sir,  this  country 
is  in  distress;  the  people  are  groaning  under  the 
oppression  and  the  calamities  of  war,  and  are  ina- 
poverished  by  restrictions  and  embargo  ;  and  in 
this  situation   the  tax-gatherers   will   pick  their 
pockets  and  strip  them  of  their  money.     They 
complain — they  petition  for   relief,  but  without 
success.     And  the  Government  administers  noth- 
ing for  their  consolation,  but  merely  to  tell  them 
that  they  live  in  a  land  of  freedom,  and  that  these 
evils  which  they  suffer  are  for  the  honor  of  the 
nation.     But.   his  word  for  it,  the  yeomanry  of 
this  country  will  not  be  reasaned  out  of  their  feel- 
ings, out  of  their  senses,  and  of  property,  by  such 
nalced.  indefinite, and  unmeaning  assertions.    By 
this  bill,  we  are  about  to  increase  their  burdens, 
and.  in  his  opinion,  unnecessarily.     He  said,  that 
all  unnecessary  burdens  are  an  infringement  on 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  contrary  to 
the  rules  of  justiceand  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
siitution.     In  justification,  and   to  show  the  ex- 
pediency of  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army, 
it  bad  been   urged  very  pathetically,  and  that  on 
the  score  of  humanily,  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  the  Northern  frontier.    He  hoped 
that  it  was  not  a   mere   pretext   to  reconcile  the 
committee  to  the    passage  of  the  bill,  or   to  en- 
courage men  to  enlist  for  the  invasion  of  Canada. 
He  said   that  it  was  very  well  known,  that   the 
inhabitants  of  the  frontier  have  been  in  jeopardy; 
and  a  dreauful   legacy  it  will  be.     But  it  I  that  some  have  been  obliged  to  leave  their  habi- 
ot  be  avoided;  the   public    treasury    is  ex- I  tations  and  flee  for  refuge  ;  and  it  is  as  well  known, 
ted;  the  resources  of  the  nation  have  been  I  that  their  misfortune?  and  distress  have  been  oc- 
non-imporiation,  non-in-  I  casioned  by  the  measures  of  their  own  Govern- 


irnent  is  in  opposition  to  the  continuance 
e  driven  by  necessity  to  address,  the  pas- 
avarice,  and  to  operate  on  the  mercenary 
of  men  to  insure  enlistments  into  the 

"^f  it  is  a  good  and  just  cause,  why  not  ad- 
dress V)e  understandings  of  men — convince  the 
peopl'tf)^  '''^  justice  of  the  war  in  relation  to 
jves — show  them  the  necessity  of  the  en- 
— show  them  any  corresponding  benefit — 
lem  any  moral  or  patriotic  obligation, and 
ill  marcli  into  your  ranks  by  column>.and 
for  a  reasonable  consideration. 
he  people  of  our  country — the  citizens  of 
ngland— the  yeomanry  of  Massachusetts, 
t  sacrifice  their  moral  and  political  senti- 
i^for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  Hilars,  nor  will  they  sell  their  consciences 
for  tlS,'e  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be 
locat.^J  in  the  iiioon  or  in  the  Canadas,  which  it 
seem*anust  be  conquered,  before  they  can  bedis- 
char;^  ;  nor  will  they  enlist  into  the  ranks  and 
marcS'nio  Canada,  there  to  be  tortured  by  the 
torn 
per  i^nth. 

S;i[in   this  bill  provision    is   made  to  fill  the 
rankPof  the  regular  Army — and  what  is  the  reg- 
ular ^»fmy  !     A    mere   skeleton.     And  although 
iheK  jnay  be   four  thousand  officers   in  commis- 
sioti^  »t  is  not  probable  that  double  that  nuniber 
can     e  found    in   the  ranks;  and   if  you  deduct 
thosi  Jwho  have  been  captured,  killed,  and  wound- 
ed, t   ^ether  with  tUpse  who  have  wasted  in  sick- 
ness' jnd  descried,  those   that  remain  of  the  reg- 
ular (|»rmy  are  but   few.     So  that   the   filling  of 
the  ('.Inks  is  in  fact  beginning  (/e  7joro,  and  raising 
a  nejt  Army;  and,  knowing  the  difficulty  of  rec- 
onciSiig  men   to  consent   to  their  own   ruin  and 
deat-^ciion,  you  call  to  your  aid  every  individ- 
ual ^  the  community  to  entice  men  f<Tenlist  into 
yogcb-ervice,  by  offering  a  reward  of  eight  dollars 
to  ait'  person  who  shall  recruit  an  able-bodied 
marTjnto  the  ranks. 

^k^  Chairman,  was  there  ever  an  army  raised 
on  J  th  principles?  Was  there  ever  a  nation 
that  Jould  suMain  itself  in  a  war  for  the  terra  of 
ten  i^ars  at  such  enormous  expense,  and  that  too, 
by  b  growing  money?  In  this  course  of  measures 
the  iovernntent  will  increase  the  calamities  of 
the  jition,  and  will  be  obli.'ed  to  tax  the  people 
beyi  jjid  their  means  of  payment.  He  said  that 
the  'lovernment  were  conducting  the  nation  to 
pov,  ?ty  and  ruin  ;  and  he  presumed,  that  Con- 
grr>-  I  at  this-  session,  would  authorize  a  loan  of 
not  ;e.-s  tha^i  thirty  millions  of  dollars  to  meet 
the  ,ublic  exigencies.  He  said  the  expenses  of 
thef^ar.  since  its  commencement,  and  what  will 
curred  m  the  prosecution  of  it.  under  the 
nl  arrafigements,  the  ensuing  year,  would 
int  to  not  less  than  one  hundred  millions  of 
rs — a  nvjnstrous  debt,  and  one  too,  which 
be  left  fis  a  legacy  for  our  children  and  pos 
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ment,  in  the  inrading  of  Canada.  He  said,  with- 
draw the  troops,  cease  the  attempt  to  conquer  the 
Canadas.  and  the  frontier  in  quiet,  and  the  inhab- 
itants will  be  safe  and  unmolested. 

Will  the  Government  invade  the  rights  of  our 
citizens  and  drive  the  people  to  desperation? 
Shall  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier  be  again 
made  the  victims  of  retaliation  ?  He  hoped  not. 
p'or,  with  all  the  blood  and  treasure  which  has 
been  expended,  not  one  foot  of  Canada  have  they 
in  possession  ;  and  those  who  have  undertaken  the 
conquest  are  astonished  at  the  failure,  and  begin 
to  suspect  there  has  been  some  neglect  or  incom- 
petency on  the  part  of  those  who  have  had  the 
conducting  of  the  war;  and  have,  at  this  session, 
brought  in  and  passed  a  resolution  calling  on  the 
Pre>ident,  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to  show  cause 
why  there  has  been  a  failure  of  success  in  their 
conquering  enterprise.  This  is  a  very  extraordi- 
nary call.  Do  they  suppose  that  the  Command- 
er-in-Chief will  criminate  himself?  No,  he  will 
not ;  the  Constitution  does  not  oblij;e  him  to.  But 
what  makes  the  inquiry  the  more  extraordinary 
is,  that  it  is  made  immediately  after  the  Presi- 
dent's communication  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  in  which  he  congratulates  his  friends 
and  the  friends  of  the  war,  in  these  words.  "  the 
best  encouragement  is  derived  from  the  success 
with  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  bless 
our  arms,  both  on  the  land  and  on  the  water." 

This  did  not  satisfy  his  friends;  they  call  on 
him  for  the  cause  of  the  failure  ;  they  are  not 
convinced  in  this  case,  that  the  Almighty  has 
blessed  our  arms  both  by  land  and  water;  they 
want  further  evidence  than  they  did  in  the  case 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

But,  it  is  true,  there  has  been  success  on  the 
water.  Com.  Perry,  with  his  officers  and  crew, 
have  achieved  a   brilliant  victory  on  Lake  Erie. 


but  few,  and  those  not  to  the  honor  or  interest  of 
the  American  Government.  The  regular  Army, 
so  called,  did  take  possession  of  Fort  George,  but 
have  since  evacuated  it.  They  have  burned  the 
little  village  of  Newark,  and  distressed  the  inno- 
cent inhabitants.  What  is  the  consequence! 
Why,  the  enemy,  justly  exasperated,  in  their  turn, 
crossed  over  the  line,  took  possession  of  Fort  Ni- 
agara, burnt  Lewistown,  and  spread  desolation 
and  ruin  on  the  frontier.  Here  was  prompt  re- 
taliation. And  shall  we  raise  another  Army  to 
act  this  scene  over  again?  He  hoped  not.  He 
said,  from  this  transaction  alone,  had  there  beea 
no  other  cause,  he  should  have  felt  himself  in 
duty  bound  to  protest  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  high  time  that  the  rulers 
of  the  American  Government  should  pause,  and 
summon  into  the  cause  of  humanity  and  justice 
all  the  wisdom  and  sober  policy  of  the  commu- 
nity, to  put  a  stop  to  war,  and  check  the  savage 
barbarity  of  retaliation,  or  blood  and  slaughter 
may  become  indiscriminate.  There  is  something 
horrid  in  this  modern  doctrine  and  practice  of  re- 
taliation, and  a  solemn  and  awful  responsibility 
rests  on  the  head  of  him  or  them  who  occasioned 
and  provoked  it.  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that 
wherever  moral  and  social  obligation  exists,  re- 
taliation, injustice,  bloodshed,  and  cruelty,  are  the 
same,  whether  in  governments  or  individuals; 
and  that  no  consideration  of  rank  or  power  can 
ever  alter  the  nature  and  genuine  character  of 
human  actions — the  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die. 

Mr.  BowEN  said:  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
trespass  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee, 
with  any  remarks  he  would  make,  on  the  impor- 
tant subject  now  under  consideration.  I  must, 
however,  said  Mr.  B..  be  permitted  to  make  a  few 
observations  in  reply  to  some  of  the  arguments  of 


and  he  wished  that  ihe  skill  and  bravery  there  I  gentlemen  opposed    to   the  passage  of  this  bill, 
displayed  had  been  applied  in  a  better  cause.    All  ]  which    provides  for   raising  men  to  support  the 

war  in  which  we  are  at  present  engaged.  Al- 
though, Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  no  agency  in  bring- 
ing our  country  into  its  present  situation,  it  is  not 
less  incumbent  on  me  to  eiert  every  effort  for  its 
relief.  It  is  not  less  my  duly  to  render  all  the 
assistance  in  my  power  to  bring  the  contest  to  a 
favorable  termination. 

I  had  trusted,  when  gentlemen  opposed  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  upon   the  ground  the  war  we  are 
engaged  in  is  unnecessary  and  unjust,  they  would 
have  gone  directly  to  the  cause  which  produced 
it  originally,  and  have  shown   that  it  was  insuffi- 
cient to  have  authorized  it,  and  that  it  ought  not 
now  to  be  persisted  in.     But  gentlemen  have  not 
thought  proper  to  adopt  this  course.     I  ask.  why 
they  have  so  uniformly  refrained   from   meeting 
the  charge  exhibited  by  the  United  States  against 
England?     I  allude  to  the.  unprovoked  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen.     Ought  they  not  to  meet 
it  directly  without  evasion,  and  either  admit  it  to 
be  a  justifiable  cause  of  war,  or  show  that  it  is  a 
right  not  worth  contending  about,  which  we,  in 
courtesy,  should  yield  to  the  enemy?     On  this 
point,  fir.  which  is  really  the  issue  between  this 
country  and  England,  I  should  listen,  as  1  have 


due  respect  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  President's 
declaration  in  his  Message — and  no  question,  but 
he  thought  that  he  had  been  successful  on  ttie 
land.     Indeed,  he  has  not  seen  much  service — he  1 
has  um  had  the  experience  of  Bonaparte;    but  | 
there  is  no  doubt  but  he  is  hearty  in  the  cause,  j 
and  has  conducted  the  war  according  to  the  best  ; 
of  his  ability.     Mr.   B.  said  there   had    been  as  | 
much  success  as  could  be  expected,  and  as  much 
as  he  wished  for,  considering  the  character  of  the  i 
war.     But,  suppose  that  th**  President,  on  further 
reflection,   should    he   convinced    that   there  had 
been  a  failure  of  success  on  the  land,  and  in  reply 
to  the  call  he  should  inform  you  that  he  believed 
that  it  was  the  wind  of  Heaven  that  had  blasted 
the  enterprise  and  caused  the  failure  of  our  arm>«- ; 
would  you  be  satisfied  ?     Suppose  that  he  should 
return  for  answer,  iliat  the  public  sentiment  was 
opposed  to  this  war  of  conquest  and  ambition,  and 
that  the  Army  itself  was  not  hearty  in  the  cause  ; 
would  you  admit  him  to  be  correct?     Mr.  B. said 
that  he  should  acquiesce  in  the  sentiment  as  per- 
fectly correct,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  people 
would  say,  Amen  ! 
The  instances  of  success  on  the  land  have  been 
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V  oiher occasions,  with  great  satisfaction    privileges  in  tlie  great  society  of  nations?     Or, 
'loqueccj' of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side    have  heriniquitous  practices  grown  up  into  rights. 


When  England  speaks  of  her  mari- 
I  am   bound   to  believe  she  refers  to 

This  is  the 


on  ra: 

to  lht|eloqueDc;e  ot  ger...v....«  -.•   .„^  ^..•^. ,  .l         ii.-. 

of  th«  Hou'^e.    ;lt  is  well:  known,  before  the  dec-    now.  for  the  first  time,  to  be  acknowledged  in  this 
larali':  liofwar  in  1812.  our  dispute  with  England    country?     Sir.  I  acknowledge  no  such  exclusive 
was  r  'luced  to^  single  point;  it  turned  on  this  j  privileges, 
pivot    June:    S^all  we  submit  to  the  Orders    in     time  rights, 

CouQ.  ,1,  the  wtjnton  plunder  of  our  property,  and  her  rights  and  not  her  usurpations. 
the  St  I  more  wfanton  plunder  of  our  fellow-citi-  i  only  fair  mode  of  construing  the  propositions 
zens?  Or,  shaU  we  conJenJ  against  these  unjus-t  she  has  lately  made  this  country, 
tifiabli  a<^gressrons.  and  raise  our  arms  in  defence  But  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr. 
of  th.  rights  oi'  our  country  1  Sir,  a  sufficiency  i  Stockton)  has  made  a  small  amendment  to  the 
ot  tiia  noble  spirit  which  gave  birth  to  our  inde-  correspondence.  He  calls  it  England's  maritime 
pende  ;ce—- a  >pirit  never  to  submit  or  yield, and,  ;  rights,  as  she  understands  them.  Suppose  the 
what  i  s  more,  tjot  to  be  overcome"— was  happily  j  Administration  had  refused  the  negotiation  upon 
found  In  the  bcJ>om  of  a  large  portion  of  the  peo-  the  ground  of  this  sm^all^ amendment,  would  Uief 
pie  of   the  United  States.     They  determined  on     '  "  •-'..'»•«•'      u.l 

resist;i  lice;  theV  determined,  not  however  until 
the  \i  u  drop  i^i  the  cup  of  negotiation  was  ex- 
haust, d  ;  not  until  every  ray  of  hope  from  that 
sourcv    had  completely  vanished;  not  until  that 

fieriod  did  they. determine  to  have  recourse  to  the 
ast  ri  sort  of  injured  nations.  The  gentleman 
from  '  ew  Hanipshire  says, the  people  are  opposed 
to  thi,    war.     I  can   inform   that  gentleman  that 


have  been  justifiable  ?  Would  the  minority  have 
held  them  guilty  of  the  blood  and  treasure  that 
might  have  been  saved  by  acceding  to  it  ?  Would 
ihey  have  received  it  as  a  sufficient  apology  for 
the  rejection?  If  not.  let  them  not  say  the  ac- 
ceding to  it  is  the  surrender  of  any  right  pre- 
viously claimed.  But.  sir,  it  is  said  the  Adminis- 
tration have  changed  their  ground.  They  do  not 
intend  to  insist  on  tlie  relinquishuaent  of  the  Brit- 
what4er  may  be  the  sentiments  of  the  peo[ile  in  ^  ish  practice  of  impressment.  And  this  is  what 
his  Si  »te.  in  ih^  Western  country  the  declaration  ,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton) 
of  wa.  was  haUed  as  the  resurrection  of  the  slum-  j  calls  striking  the  flagof  the  Administration.  Now, 
berin  Genius -of  Liberty.  It  was/onsidered  as  sir,  1  will  appeal  to  that  honorable  gentleman  for 
the  irlLimph  of  freedom  over  an  avarice  the  most  1  the  mighty  difference  between  rejoicing  at  the 
oils  of  ail  our  passions.     And.  I  pray  you,  1  striking  of  our  country's  flag,  and  rejoicing  at  the 


;  now  to  abandon  the  contest,  surrender  the 

of  our   seamen,  degrade   the   nation,  and 

jurselves  witii  disgrace?     Is  impressment 

ler  offence  now  than  it  was  in  1S12?     Or. 

less  disposed    to   protect  and  defend  the 


dang.  .  ....  ... 

Tiairman,  for  what  cause,  on  what  account,  surrender  of  the  most  essential  rights  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  country.  In  vain  may  this  country 
wave  its  flag,  when  it  has  no  longer  any  rights  to 
protect.  But,  sir.  I  am  grossly  mistaken  if  I  can- 
not show  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  person  in  the 
hearing  of  my  voice,  that,  id  accepting  the  pres- 
deareit  rights  of  our  fellow-citizens?  |  ent  negotiation,  no  point  is  yielded   hitherto  in- 

Th  ,  gentlenipn  from  New  Jersey.  (Mr.  Stock-    sisted  on  by  this  Government. 
TON.);  [or.    Saturday,  observed,   he   rejoiced  that  I       It  is  said,  the  proposition  made  by  the  Execu- 
this  c  iutitry  haid  given  up  the  unfounded  idea  of    tive  immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  in 
than;   tig  the  public  law  of  Europe.     We  have  i  1312,  through  our  Charge  d'Affaires  at  London 
contt  ded  for  t«o  change  but  in  their  unwarrant-  ; 
able  I    actice  of  impressing  our  seamen.    Does  he 
call  !  .is  the  public  law  ol  Europe?     Does  that 
gentli  uan  rejo«ce  that  this  country  should  aban- 
don 1    e  right  (jf  this  valuable  portion  of  our  fel-  | 
low-Jfizens  ?  'Are   the  rights  and   privileges  of 


(Mr.  Russell)  to  the  British  Government,  a  sus- 
pension of  the  practice  of  impressment,  was  a  con- 
dilon  precedent  to  the  negotiation.  In  this  nego- 
tiation, it  is  said,  no  such  suspension  is  required. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  cases  are  materially  and 
essentially  different.  The  one  made  throui^h  Mr. 
Russell  was  a  proposition  for  an  armistice,  and 
then  a  negotiation.  Is  it  presumable  this  coun- 
try would  go  to  war  against  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment, and  instantly  turn  round  and  agree  to 
an  armistice,  when  that  practice  might  be  re- 
sumed and  carried  on  by  the  enemy  during  the 


those'  ivery  sea^men,  who  have  so  gallantly  sup- 
ported 'the  hon'ir  of  the  American  Hag,  and  caused 
U  soiflen  to  vVave  triumphantly  over  our  ene- 
my—; ire  their^right-.  to  be  surrendered  ?  and  is 
that  '  ;irrender.to  be  a  matter  of  congratulation 
on  thj  floor?    ' 

Tl.  same  gtrntleman  has  told  us  he  would  not  pendency  of  the  negotiation  ?  This  would  be 
vote  fbx  this  b^l,  because  this  country  had  given  again  to  expose  to  the  enemy  the  right  we  are 
up  th,'-jidca  of  conquering  Canada,  and  of  fight-  fighting  to  secure.  But,  sir,  in  the  present  nego- 
ing  ick  free  tra.de  and  sailors'  rights.  In  this,  I  tiation,  no  armistice  is  proposed.  We  are  not 
humlX^'  presun^,e.  he  is  greatly  mistaken.  There  !  even  asked  to  place  ourselves  in  the  situation 
is  notli  single  expression  in  the  correspondence  !  where  the  right,  for  which  we  are  contending, 
betwrjn  Lord  L^astlereagh  and  Mr.  Monroe,  re-  could  be  violated.  If  a  proposition  for  an  armis- 
specil'ig  the  negotiation,  that  will,  for  a  moment,  i  lice  had  been  offered,  would  it  not  instantly  have 
coun  jjrnance  a  conclusion  of  that  kind.  England  i  been  rejected,  without  annexing  to  it  the  suspen- 
propu^s  to  negiitiate  upon  terms  of  perl'ect  reci-  sion  of  the  practice  of  impressment?  It  certain- 
procij  not  mcc^nsistent  with  her  maritime  rights,  ly  would.  Hence,  it  is  obvious  that,  as  the  prop- 
Has  ^i  any  rairiiime  rights  not  enjoyed  in  com-  ositions  in  their  nature  were  difl'erent,  the  same 
moa  £L  other  countries?    Has  she  any  exclusive    conditions  were  not  oecebsary  to  be  annexed. 


.. 


Janoaby,  1814. 


Extermon  of  EtUistmentt. 


H.  orR. 


The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gros- 
venob)  stated  that  the  propositions  made  to  this 
Government  through  Admiral  Warren,  were  in 
substance  the  same  with  those  now  made.  That 
gentleman  had  not  surely  consulted  lately  the 
correspondence  on  that  subject,  or  he  would  not 
have  fallen  into  this  error.  That  was  simply  a 
proposition  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  upon  a 
conditional  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
And  the  condition  was.  that  they  should  be  revi- 
ved, unless  the  United  States  in  .''orae  short  period  j 
should  repeal  their  laws  which  interdicted  the 
British  shipsand  commerce  in  our  ports  and  har- 
bors. I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a  paragraph  or  two, 
from  Admiral  Warren's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stale.  After  stating  the  revocation  of  the  Orders 
in   Council,  he  observes:  '-Under  these  circum- 

*  stances,!  am  commanded  to  propose  to  your  Gov- 

*  ernment  the  immediate  cessation  of  hosiililies  be- 

*  tween   the  two  countries,  and   I  shall    be  most 

*  happy  to  be  the  instrument  of  bringing  about  a 

*  reconciliation,  so  interesting  and  beneficial  to 
'  America  and  Great  Britain."  Again,  he  ob- 
serves: "Should  ihe  American  Government  ac- 
'  cede  to  the  above  proposal  for  terminating  hos- 
'  tilities.  I  am  authorized  to  arrange  with  you  as  to 
'  the  revocation  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the 
'  commerce  and  ships  of  war  of  Great  Britain  from 
'  the  harbors  and  waters  of  ihe  United  Slaies;  in 

*  default  of  which  revocation,  within  such  reason- 
'  able  period  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  you  will  ob- 
'  serve,  by  the  order  of  the  23d  ot  June,  the  Orders 

*  in  Council  of  January,  1807,  and  April,  1809,  are 
'  to  be  revived."  This,  sir,  was  a  very  modest 
request.  A  request  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities, 
alone,  upon  the  ground  of  a  conditional  revocation 
of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  accompanied,  at 
the  same  iimc,with  a  threat  that  unless  we  should 
repeal  certain  other  laws,  within  a  convenient 
period,  the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  revived. 
To  this  letter  Mr.  Monroe  made  a  most  appropri- 
ate answer.  He  refuses  to  accede  to  the  proposi- 
lions,  but  tells  him  the  American  Government 
was  willing  to  negotiate  upon  terms  honorable  to 
both  nations;  strongly  intending,  what  was  evi- 
dently the  fact,  that  to  have  acceded  to  the  pro- 

E ositions  would  have  bet-n  distionorable  to  the 
United  States.  But,  sir,  to  put  this  question  out 
of  all  doubt,  .Mr.  Monroe  tells  the  British  Govern- 
ment through  Admiral  Warren,  (referring  to  their 
rejection  of  our  proposition  tiirough  Mr.  Russell.) 
that  if  the  only  objection  to  negotiation  was  the 
required  suspension  of  impressment  during  the 
armistice,  why  not  proceed  without  an  armistice  ? 
Mr.  .Monroe  observes,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  let- 
ter to  Admiral  Warren  :  "  I  will  only  add.  if  tiiere 
»  be  no  objection  to  an  accommodation  of  the  dif- 

*  ference  relating  to  impressment  in  the  mode  pro- 
'  posed,  other  than  the  suspension  of  the  British 
'  claim  of  impressment  during  the  armistice,  there 
'  can  be  none  to  proceeding,  without  the  armistice, 
'  to  an  immediate  discussion  and  arrangement  of 

*  an  article  on  that  subject.  This  great  question 
'being    satisfactorily  adjusted,  the  way  will    be 

*  opened  for  an  armistice,  or  any  other  course  lead- 
'  iuf^  most  conveniently  and  txpeditiously  to  a  gen- 


eral pacification."     This  shows,conclusively,thal 
the   Government  has  always  been  willing  to  ne- 
gotiate upon  the  precise  terms  she  has  now  acce- 
ded to.     I  will  say  no  more  on  this  subject.     The 
gentleman   from   New  York   (Mr.   Ghosvenor) 
inquired  what  would  have  become  of  the  inde- 
pendeace   of  America,  but   for   the   opposition  to 
the  Ministerial  party  in  England,  during  our  Revo- 
lutionary  struggle.     Did    that   gentleman    raeao 
that  the  minority  here  would  be  justifiable  in  go- 
ing as   far  in  favor  of  England  now.  as  the  mi- 
nority in   England  did   in  favor  of  America  at 
that  period  ?     If  this  was  the  meaning,  and  I  so 
understood    him,  he  ought  to  have  reflected,  he 
ought  to  have  paused  to  consider  the  nature  of  the 
rights  to   which    the  opposition    is  made.     The 
minority  in  England  at  that  day  were  in  favor  of 
the  rights  and   liberties  of  mankind.     It  was  to 
the  oppression  and  usurpation  of  the  Ministerial 
party,  they    made   their   opposition.     Is    it  even 
whispered  now,  from  any  quarter,  that  America 
demands  more  than  she  has  a  right  to  receive? 
It  is  not.     Have  we  not  then  a  right  to  conclude 
that  if  those  departed  patriots,  who  then  compo- 
sed  the  minority  in    England,  whose  memories 
ought  not  even  to  be  thought  of,  but  with  rever- 
ence and   respect — 1  say  have  we  not  a  right  to 
conclude,  if  they  were  again  restored  to  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  their  voices  would  be  loud  in  the 
cause  of  America?    Liberty  and  equality  was  their 
theme,  oppression  their  detestation.     But,  sir,  it 
is  to    be   relieved    from    those   same   oppressions, 
those  same   usurpations,  practised   by  the   same 
corrupt  and  wicked  Ministry,  we  have  lately  been 
compelled  to  shed  some  of  the  richest  American 
blood.     Kentucky,   Ohio,  and    Tennessee,    with 
perhaps  all   the  other  Sutes  in  the   Union,  have 
now  to  mourn    the  loss  of  some  of  their  favorite 
sons,  fallen  by  the  enemy  in  battle,  or  more  inhu- 
manly butchered  at  midnight  by  the  savage,  "ex- 
ulting in  the  widow's  wail,  the  virgin's  shriek, 
and    infant's  trembling  cry."     Hallowed  be  the 
memory  of  those  brave  heroes,  who  have  nobly 
died  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  their  country  ! 

I  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  un- 
derstand the  object  of  gentlemen  in  the  opposi- 
tion. There  is  no  diSicully  in  perceiving  they 
are  opposed  to  every  measure  the  majority  would 
adopt.  In  this  opposition  ought  they  not  to  pro- 
duce a  project  of  their  own?  I  am  not  for  stri- 
king out,  without  knowing  at  the  same  time 
what  is  to  be  inserted  in  its  stead.  I  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shkffey)  and 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (.Mr.  GHoavENOR) 
both  to  be  in  favor  of  prosecuting  the  war,  but 
prosecuting  it  defensively  only.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Sheffey)  expressly  stated, 
that  if  the  amendment  he  proposed,  which  was  to 
confine  our  operations  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  adopted,  he  would  vote 
for  the  bill.  I  consider  this  as  an  entire  change 
of  the  ground  hitherto  taken  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  It  is  the  first  lime  I  have  heard  a  disposi- 
tion avowed  by  them  to  prosecute  the  war  either 
offensively  or  defensively.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will 
co-operate  most  cordially  with  the  gentlemen  ia 
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ulinif  th.s  war  defensively  ;  and  I  will  go  a 
Turiher.  I  will  prosecute  this  defen>ive 
ffensirefy.  It  has  been  ably  and  satisfac- 
and  I  will  add,  eloquently  shown,  by  the 
man  frotin  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Calhocn.) 
war  wajj*ed  in  defence  of  our  riffht.s  is  a  de- 
'  war.  acd  ihat  its  subsequent  offensive  ope- 
canoot:  change  its  original  character.  I 
d  th>  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
BdTEh)  to  te  willing  to  wage  this  war 
cffenively  upc/O  the  ocean,  and  defensively  upon 
land  J  Hisubj-trvations  were  :  "  Keep  within  your 
'  owil  territor^l  limits,  and  send  your  Hulls  and 

*  youjt Bainbriciges  upon  the  ocean,  and  I  will  go 

•  wii^  you  as  far  as  you  please."  If.  sir,  it  is  im- 
morafand  imjiroper  to  wage  war  offensively  upon 
land,^  It  not  equally  so  to  wage  it  offensively  upon 
the  ojfean  1  \>  the  conquest  of  the  British  navy 
a  mailer  of  such  great  facility  ?  Is  this  the  road 
recoHUnended  by  that  gentleman,  by  travelling  in 
whicj^the  people  could  see  we  should  so  shortly 
arrivj^at  our  journey's  end?  These  matters,  I 
supp>^,  Mr.  Cnairman,  can  only  be  correctly  un- 
dersKfcid  by  honorable  gentlemen,  ''  whose  minds 
haveitfceived  che  idea  of  a  ship  through  the  rae- 
diunrX'f  the  eyr." 

il  say  tti)thing  on  the  doctrine  of  moral 
,  touchetl  by  my  colleague  (.Mr.  Grundy,) 
dangeru.is  tendency  of  violent  systematic 
ion  to  a^'l  measures  in  a  popular  Govern- 
t.  I  submit  these  points  to  the  serious 
ration  Bind  sober  reflection  of  gentlemen  in 
wsition,  without  further  remark.  But  they 
reflect  upon  the  consequences  of  this  op- 
n.  They  should  remember  that  we  live  in 
ly  Republic,  the  only  free  Government  on 
that  a  tleadly  blow  has  been  aimed  at  its 
by  the  fell  hand  of  tyranny.  For  many 
in  my  upiniun,  England  has  exerted  every 
'in  her  power  to  reduce  us  to  a  state  little 
shori^)!"  re-colonizaiion.  Shall  we  bow  our  necks 
eld  them  submissively  to  the  yoke,  or  shall 
,assisteitby  the Geniusof  Liberty, and  shake 
our  shoulders?  Sir.  in  this  critical  situ- 
of  our  ajflairs,  it  behooves  every  patriot  to 
round  Uie  standard  of  his  country.  The 
as  come,  and  now  is.  when  he  who  is  not 
IS  agaiiijt  us.  Should  we  recede  and  yield 
ght.  We  would  find  England  advancing 
iniing  another.  Thus,  sir.  she  would  pursue 
I  passu,  until  the  last  vestige  of  our  liberty 
.♦wallowtd  up.  With  these  impressions  on 
ray  t^^nd,  I  gi/e  my  vote  most  cheerfully  for  re- 
sista^>e,  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  the  vig- 
orouf'prosecution  of  the  war. 

Mv  King,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
CbaV  as  follows : 

M*  Chairman — It  is  with  great  reluctance 
that  i|  rise  in  ihis  debate;  nothing  but  an  impe- 
rious ^ense  of  duty  could  have  compelled  me — 
espe^^lly  at  this  protracted  j»eriod  of  it — after 
tbosM brilliant  displays  of  genius,  learning,  and 
eloq&nce,  which,  with  pleasure  and  instruction, 
we  l^ve  witnessed  from  both  sides  of  the  Hall. 
In  tali  brilliarvt  contest  they  appear  like  brothers 
of  tia  same  national  family  ;  and  the  same  spark 


year 
effor 


of  divinity  movt?s  and  animates  them  in  debate. 
Such  instances  add  celebrity  to  our  national  char- 
acter. In  that  every  American  has  an  interest; 
and  though  they  are  above  emulation,  still  each 
individual  may  claim  his  proportion  of  the  honor. 
I  have  only  to  regret  that  those  gentlemen  in  the 
majority  who  havethus  distinguished  themselves, 
had  not  a  better  cause  to  advocate  ;  and  that  my 
frietids  in  the  minority,  who  have  at  least  equally 
distinguished  themselves,  could  only  deserve 
success. 

Speaking,  sir,  of  national  character,  and  of 
what  tends  to  ascertain  and  extend  it,  I  should  do 
injustice  to  unrivalled  merit,  and  to  my  own 
feelings,  did  I  not  advert  to  our  Navy — a  Navy 
identified  with  glory  itself;  the  heroes  of  which, 
if  I  may  be  permitted  the  allusion,  have  fixed  the 
stars  of  our  flag  in  the  Heavens,  as  a  new  and 
briUiantconstellation  in  this  Western  hemi>phere  ; 
a  sign  in  which  we  conquer;  our  heavenly  guide 
to  victory. 

When,  sir,  from  these  brilliant  objects,  I  bring 
down  my  mind  to  your  mouldering,  dispirited,  I 
might  add.  disgraced  Army,  and  to  your  conten- 
tious boasting  Generals.  1  can  scarcely  persuade 
myself  that  they  belong  to  the  same  nation,  or 
fornj  a  part  of  the  same  system.  And  when  I 
extend  my  view  further  and  consider  your  sea- 
coast,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  St.  Croix,  in- 
vested by  the  hostile  squadrons  of  your  enemy  ; 
and  when  I  turn  my  attention  to  your  Northera 
frontier,  and  behold  it,  for  a  long  distance,  wrapt 
in  flames,  and  its  distressed  and  defenceless  in- 
habitants flying  before  an  exasperated  foe,  and 
the  sacred  soil  of  our  country  in  the  possession  of 
that  foe.  I  could  almost  wish  for  power  to  call 
down  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  uj)un  those  rash 
and  guilty  men,  who  have  drawn  our  country 
into  the  vortex  of  misery  and  ruin.  "  O  my  soul, 
come  not  thou  into  their  secret ;  unto  their  as- 
sembly, mine  honor  be  not  thou  united  !" 

And  what,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  object  of  this 
wide  waste  of  desolation?  Sailors'  rights  are 
now  said  to  be  the  motive — the  conquest  of  Can- 
ada the  object.  And  do  you  suppose  that  the 
bold  and  generous  sailors  of  America,  who  have 
been  unfortunately  impressed  into  foreign  service, 
would  wish  their  rigliis  to  be  asserted  at  this  ex- 
pense of  blood  and  treasure?  At  the  expense  of 
the  livts  of  thousands  and  the  happiness  of  mil- 
lions ?  Believe  me,  they  would  not.  I  know 
their  nature  well — their  generous  and  humane 
feelings.  With  a  man  in  distress,  friend  or  foe, 
they  would  cheerfully  share  their  last  biscuit. 
[As  a  practical  illustration  of  the  humanity  of 
the  sailor,  Mr.  K.  here  instanced  the  case  of  one 
on  board  of  a  public  ship,  who  subscribed  towards 
the  relief  of  the  sufferers  bvihe  late  fire  at  Ports- 
mouth more  than  was  due/mrn  for  wajres,  observ- 
ing  that  the  balance  mig^t  be  stopped  from  his 
accruing  wages.] 

But  Canada,  it  seems,  must  be  conquered. 
What  do  we  want  of  Canada?  What  is  there 
for  us  to  covet  ?  Is  it  to  free  the  mongrel  French 
from  English  power  ?  Or  to  conquer  that  country 
lor  the  tyrant  of  France — as  having  formerly  beea 
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a  dependency  of  France?     The  Canadians  will 
not  thank  you.     They  contribute   little   now  to- 
wards the  expenses  of  their  Government ;  but  for  I 
the  liberty  you  would  give  them,  they  must  be 
severely  taxed  :  at  least,  if  you  place  them  upon  j 
an  equality   with   yVraerican    citizens.     Sir.   this  \ 
Administration  never  intended  to  conquer  Can-  ■ 
ada.     Had  they,  they  would  have  launched  their  ^ 
ships-of-the-line,  steered  up  the  gulf  and  river  of 
St.    Lawrence,  and    thundered  at    the  walls  of 
Q,uebec.     Then,    sir,   we  should    have    believed 
them  in  earnest.     This  would  have  been  to  enter  i 
boldly  at   the  door  of  conquest.     But  now,  like 
thieves   and   robbers,  you   have  broken    into  the  ; 
house  by  the  windows  and  despoiled  the  defence-  | 
less  inhabitants.     If  I  cherished  the  least  enmity  , 
towards  any  individual  in  this  House,  or  in  this  ''• 
nation,  nay,  in  the  world  (of  which  I  am  not  sen-  ; 
sible)  I  could  wish  him  no  worse  fortune  than  to 
be  obliged  to  go  and  take  Canada. 

Until  this  Administration  shall  have  accounted 
with  the  American  people,  for  the  numerous  lives  I 
which  they  have  sacrificed,  and  for  the  immense 
treasures  which    they   have    squandered    in  this 
hopeless,  this  disastrous  war,  every  species  of  sup-  I 
ply  for  its  continuance  should  be  withheld.     It  is 
then  the  sacred  duty  of  the  Representatives  of  ihe  i 
people,    to  refuse  the  aid    requested  by  the  bill  I 
now  under  consideration,   and    every  other   aid 
which   may    be  requested    for  the   same  object. 
Here,  sir,  1  shall   leave   Canada,  and   the  several 
topics    drawn    by   gentlemen     into    this    debate. 
Abler  hands  have  done  ample  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject.    To  other  subjects  of  importance  connected 
with  the  war,  permit  me  now   to  ask   your  at- 
teniion. 

When,  sir,  this  Administration  declared  their 
war  against  England,  they  proclaimed  to  the 
world,  what  they  were  pleased  to  consider  its  jus- 
tifying causes:  Those  citizens,  who  were  op- 
posed to  this  Adminstration  and  to  their  war,  pub- 
lished to  the  world  what  they  deemed  Us  causes. 
The  one  relied  upon  the  illegal  blockades,  im- 
pressment, and  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Great 
Britain.  The  other  im[)Uted  it  to  the  art.  dupli- 
city and  intrigue,  of  the  imperial  despot  of  France. 
Perhaps  a  combination  of  these  causes  led  to  the  ' 
calamitous  result;  though  without  French  in- 
trigue it  never  would  have  been  produced. 

But  I  have  another  view  of  thissubjecl  to  which 
I  solicit  the  attention  of  this  House,  and  of  the 
American  people.  I  consider  this  war  as  the  ne- 
cessary and  inevitable  result  of  that  policy  and 
system  of  measures,  so  long  pursued  by  the  pres- 
ent and  immediately  preceding  Administration, 
under  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison.  Yes,  sir, 
1  consider  this  war,  conrvected  as  it  is  with  your 
embargo  and  youi  internal  system  of  taxation, 
which  indeed  grew  out  of  it,  as  bringing  to  an  im- 
portant issue  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Amercan 
people,  the  great  question  for  a  long  lime  de|)end- 
ing  between  the  rival  parties  in  America,  as  to  the 
correctness  or  incorrectness  of  their  respective  sys- 
tems of  measures.  It  is  indeed  a  momentous,  a 
solemn  question  ;  involving  the  Administration  of 
our  Governineot,  the  existence  of  our  federal  insti- 


tutions, and  the  happiness  or  misery  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.  Yes,  sir,  upon  the  judgment  which 
that  people  shall  pronounce  upon  that  issue,  their 
existence  as  a  free  people  depends.  Do  thou,  O 
God!  interpose  thine  eternal  wisdom,  and  Itad 
their  minds  to  a  correct  decision. 

The  petty  successes  of  party  ;  the  ephemeral 
triumphs  of  political  disputants  over  their  adver- 
saries, are  of  no  real  importance  to  the  American 
people.  It  is  to  the  general  policy  or  system  pur- 
sued by  any  administration,  which  elevates  them 
to  national  wealth  and  respectability,  or  over- 
whelms them  with  ruin  and  disgrace.  Although, 
sir,  I  shall  feel  myself  compelled  to  condemn  the 
general  policy  of  the  present  Administration,  this 
shall  by  no  means  involve  an  indiscriminate  con- 
demnation of  all  my  fellow-citizens,  who  have 
seen  fit  to  rally  under  their  banners.  For  we 
well  know,  that  there  are  many  men  of  integrity 
and  talents,  in  both  political  parties,  who  do  not 
choose  to  revolve  within  the  contracted  sphere  of 
mere  party  politics;  but  who  nobly  dare  assert 
their  independence  of  party  prejudice,  with  a 
steady  and  single  view  to  the  prosperity  and  glory 
of  America.  And  I  felicitate  my  country  that 
there  are  many  such  within  these  walls. 

The  influence  of  Government  upon  a  people 
is  well  known.     Political  writers  wiili  great  truth 
assert,  that  whenever  a  people  are  prosperous  and 
contented  at  home  and  respected  abroad,  the  GoT- 
ernmentof  that  people  must  be  well  administered  ; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  when  general  discontent, 
distress,  and  wretchedness,  prevail  among  the  peo- 
ple of  any  nation,  vyitli  degradation  in  the  eyes 
of  foreign  nations,  the  administration  of  such  a 
country  must   be    feeble,  corrupt,  or  wicked.     In 
the  one  case,  it  is  like  our  own  majestic    rivers, 
confined   within   the  limit-n  fixed   by  the  God  of 
nature,  whose  gentle  currents  flow  through   im- 
mense regions,  spreading  fertility  and  abundance 
among  the  people,  and   expanding  as  they  flow 
to  an  ocean  of  wealth  and  prosperity.    The  other 
is  like  the  same  rivers,  swollen  by  torrents,  burst- 
ing their  natural  barriers,  and  deluguigthe  coun-^ 
try  with   misery   and    desolation.     The   one,  in 
fine,  IS  like  the  glorious  sun  himself,  in  the  mild- 
ness of  his  majesty,  animating  all  nature  and  dis- 
pensing health  and  wealth  to  favored  climates; 
the  other  is  like  his  torrid  heats  and  blasts,  scat- 
tering pestilence,  disease,  and  death,  through  de- 
voted lands. 

Upon  such  principles  and  facts  as  these,  I  should 
be  perfectly  willing  to  bring  to  a  concise  issue 
l)efore  the  American  people,  the  important  ques- 
tion, for  a  long  time  litigated,  relative  to  the 
merit  or  demerit  of  the  respective  political  sys- 
tems which  havfe  been'tried  in  this  country. 

If.  sir,  under  Washington,  this  people  advanced 
wiih  a  more  rapid  progress  than  any  nation  under 
heaven,  to  national  respectability  and  happiness; 
and  if  the  same  people,  under  the  Administration 
of  Jefferson  and  Madison,  have  been  deprived  by 
them  ol  most  ot  their  national  blessings,  and  are 
1  rapidly  declining,  from  their  proud  elevation, 
into  misery  and  discontent :  can  they  for  a  mo- 
l  mtnl  hesitate  to  which   to  give  the  preference; 
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call 5iey  not  nisiandy  decide  which  is  their  baoe. 
whSl^i  the  aoMdoie?  To  the  iritelli^ence  of  the 
Atijrican  people  the  decision  is  with  confideDce 

sut«iued.  .  ,  ,  f 

j«.-,  the  Americaa  people  can  have  no  prefer- 
eofcl  no  parl^allty.  no  attachment,  for  one  set  of 
^or  ruler;>.  over  another,  except  as  the  one 
}X>e  more -useful  iw  them  than   the  other,  by 
"^virtue,  t'leir  talents,  or  their  integrity.    And 
Ce   me.  idr,  and  I  call  God  to  witness   the 
of  the  declaration,  that  I  do  not  make  this 
1  to  the  judgment  and   intelligence  of  the 
[lean    people,   from  any  low,  sordid,  party 
or  motives  whatever.     For  myself  I  expect 
:iig.  I  liofie  for  nothing, from  this  or  any  Ad- 
iration  of  my  country:  except  that  protec- 
tioc^n  the  enjoyment  of  my  life,  property,  liberty, 
and  aomesiic  fireside,  which   I   have  a   right  to 


md jjomesiic  fireside, 
jxp.Vt  in  common  wii 


exp.j't  in  common  with  ray  fellow-citizens;  and 
to  sfe  inviolate  the  sepulchres  of  our  fathers. 
Foirihere  are  times,  m  the  aflairs  of  men.  when 
the  Ast  u(  honor  is  indeed  a  private  station  ;  and 
I  itiSiitely  prefer  my  humble  habitation  in  the 
wiliu*^of  Maine,  to  any  post  of  iionor  or  profit  in 
the i^wer  of  Administration  to  bestow.  Yes,sir, 
lotjiXely  mure  dear  to  me  is  my  humble  dwell- 
ing Sere,  than  would  be  the  splendid  misery  of  | 
yon^lace. 

I  \rfVe   reradrked.  sir,  that  I  consider   the  pre- 
seoit^ar  of  the  Administration  as  the  necessary 
of  that;  system  of  measures,  if  system  it 
called,  in  relation  to  our  own  country  and 
•ign  nations,  which  has  been  so  long  and  so 
[ately    pejsevered   in   by  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
ladison.  ;  This  system  was  first  proposed  by 
fefl'ersoD.;  when  Secretary  of  Stale,  in  his 
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labottjus  and  ^celebrated  report 
179^&^>n  the  privileges  nnd  restrictions  of  our  com- 
mef.^-  in  torei^n  ports.  Upon  which  report  were 
predR'ated  the  equally  celebrated  resolutions  pro- 
po^td  by  Mr.  Madison,  then  a  representative  from 
Vir;^ua  to  Congress,  in  January.  1794.  In  the 
(fs  upon  these  resolutions,  Mr.  Madison  and 
Liher  advocates  thereof,  contended,  as  we 
Uiformed  by  the  distinguished  historian  of 
;riod,  Chief  Justice  Marshall :  '•  That  the 
jsiiions  -subiuitted  by  these  resolutions, 
the  stri>ngest  weapon  America  i>ossessed, 
would,  liiore  probably  than  any  other,  re- 
stoiL  her  to  all  her  political  and  commercial 
They  further  urged  them  on  the  ground 
of  jiiiice  to  France,  by  whom  it  was  said  our 
shipsjand  produce  were  more  favorably  received 
thantljy  Great  Britain,  or,  in  the  language  of  the 
day,l^'  The  primary  motive  of  these  resolutions, 
'  as  -'icknowk'dged  by  their  defenders,  was  not 
'  thetjncrease  of  agriculime,  manufactures,  and 

*  nawi'gation,  hut  to  humble  Great  Britain  and 
'  bui<l  up  France."  (And  the  same  motive  has 
musd  preposterously  actuated  those  defenders  to 
this  liay.)  "And  that  if  Great  Britain  should 
'  retaliate,  the:  effects   of  a  commercial  conflict 

•  woAld  be  feill  by  her  much  more  sensibly  tnan 
'  by  |he  Unitep  Siaies." 

T^s  were  jhickly  sown  the  tares  of  that  sys- 
leiu  \ii  cummi-rcial  warfare,  which  have  since 


sprung  up  and  ripened  into  non-importations, 
Don-intercourse,  embargo,  and  war.  Well  might 
the  political  writers  in  Great  Britain  consider 
this  system  as  war  in  disguise;  well  might  they 
view  It  as  a  system  of  coercion,  acting  upon  the 
distresses  and  discontents  of  their  manufacturers, 
laborers,  and  mechanics.  But  what  is  indeed 
most  surprising  in  the  progress  of  this  business 
is,  that  Great  Britain  was  disposed  to,  and  ac- 
tually did  consider  it,  though  aimed  principally 
against  her,  as  merely  commercial  restriction  or 
municipal  regulation.  While  France,  which  it 
professed  to  build  up.  in  some  instances,  considered 
it  as  hostile  to  the  rights  of  her  subjects  and  the 
dignity  of  her  empire. 

As  tothefateof  these  resolutions  of  Mr.  Madison, 
the  wisdotn,  integrity,  and  firmness  of  Washing- 
ton shielded  our  country  against  their  pernicious 
effects.  But  different  indeed  was  the  case,  when 
other  men  and  other  counsels  predominated  in  our 
country.  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  the  violent  op- 
position to  the  Administration  of  Washington, 
whereby  this  change  was  effected;  nor  upon  the 
means  by  which  the  sceptre  of  power  in  Amer- 
ica passed  into  other  hands.  It  may  not,  how- 
ever, be  improper  to  remark,  that  it  could  be  no 
ordinary  opposition  which  could  wring  from  the 
breast  of  Washington  these  words,  as  recorded 
by  the  historian  above  named  :  "  For  the  result 
'  (of  certain  calumnies  against  him  and  his  mea- 
'  sures)  as  it  respects  myself,  I  care  not.  I  hatre 
'  a  consolation  within,  of  which  no  earthly  efforts 
'  can  deprive  me  ;  and  that  is,  that  neither  am- 
'  bitious  or  interested  motives  have  influenced  my 
'  conduct.     Tiie  arrows  of  malevolence,   there- 

*  fore,  however  barbed  and  pointed,  can  never 
'  reach  my  most  vulnerable  part ;  though  whilst  I 
'  am  up  as  a  mark  they  will  be  continually  aimed 

•  at  me."  They  were,  indeed,  continually  aimed 
at  thee,  departed  excellence,  and  with  the  more 
unerring  aim.  as  these  base  assassins  of  reputa- 
tion were  concealed  from  public  view,  some  too 
elevated,  others  too  low  for  ordinary  vision,  and 
thus  in  secret  pointed  their  envenomed  shafts  at 
the  unsuspecting  hero  and  father  of  his  coun- 
try 1  Yet  these  very  men  now  affect,  with  a  very 
ill  grace  indeed,  to^  look  up  to  Washington  as 
their  model !  Nay,  some  of  them  even  conde- 
scended to  shed  crocodile  tears  over  his  remains. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Jefferson  had  attained  the 
higtiest  political  elevation  in  this  country,  which 
he  had  sought  with  so  much  ardor  and  perbever- 
ance,  and  a  fair  opp>>rtunity  offered,  this  system 
of  commercial  warfare,  this  most  potent  weapon 
(as  Its  defenders  called  it)  which  America  pos- 
sessed, was  let  off  against  this  unhappy  country. 
I  shall  not  here,  particularly,  enumerate  those 
oppressive  acts  of  commercial  restriction,  which, 
in  rapid  succession,  like  the  plagues  of  Egypt, 
were  hurled  against  this  devoted  people.  Pass- 
ing by  the  interdiction  of  commerce,  at  the  in- 
stance of  France,  with  a  part  of  Hispaniola,  the 
system  commenced  with  the  non-iraporiation  act 
of  180(5 — embargo  in  1807 — war  in  1812 — and, 
without  naming  various  intervening  acts,  em- 
bargo again  la  1813. 
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I  will,  sir,  for  a  moment  ask  your  attention  to 
the  effects  of  this  system— first  on  foreign  nations, 
then  on  our  own.  Premising  that  there  was  in- 
deed a  wonderful  coincidence  of'iime,  object,  iri- 
tention,  and  effect  between  this  American  conti- 
nental system  and  that  of  France.  And  there 
cannot  be  the  least  doubt  but  that  he  considered 
some  of  your  acts,  from  his  language  and  declara- 
tion«,as adopting  hiscontinental  system.  Widely 
different  were  tbe  effects  of  this  system  upon 
Great  Britain  and  France.  Great  Britain,  against 
whom  It  was  almost  exclusively  intended  and 
directed,  considered  it  as  mere  commercial  regu- 
lation ;  which  indeed  bore  hard  upon  some  of  her 
subjects,  but  it  almost  cleared  the  ocean  of  the 
only  commercial  competitor  which  she  had  to 
encounter.  And  she  saw  and  well  knew  that  it 
must  react  with  tenfold  severity  on  our  own 
country. 

In  France,  on  the  contrary — France,  which 
was  to  be  built  up  by  this  system — calamitous 
and  humiliating  were  its  effects.  The  conse- 
quence there  was.  as  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of 
State,  correctly  observed  in  his  letter  of  instruc- 
tions to  Mr.  Barlow,  then  our  Minister  at  Paris, 
that  "the  ordinary  us.»ges  of  commerce  between 
'  friendly  nations  were  abandoned" — ''that  under 
'the  Bayonne   decree  (17th  March,  1808)  they 

*  seized  American  vessels  and  cargoes,  pretending 
'  that  as  under  the  embargo  no  American  vessel 

•  could  navigate  the  ocean,  all  who  were  found 

•  upon  It  were  trading  on  British  account  and 
'  were  lawful  prize."  But  the  fact,  as  Mr.  Monroe 
adds,  was  otherwise.     "The   Rambouillel  decree 

♦  (23d  March,  1810)  was.  as  the  Secretary  says,  a 

*  still  more  unjustifiable  aggression  upon  the  rights 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  invasion  of  the  property 
'  of  their  citizens;  it  made  a  sweep  of  all  Ameri- 
'  can  property  within  the  reach  of  French  power. 

*  It  was  also  retrospective,  extending  back  to  the 
'  20th  of  May,  1809.  The  law  of  the  first  of 
'  March,  1809,  which  raised  the  embargo  and 
'  substituted  what  was  commonly  called  the  non- 
'  intercourse  law,  was  the  pretext  of  this  measure, 
'  which  was  intended  as  an  act  of  reprisal." 

Permit  me  here  to  remark  that  the  principal 
decrees  of  France,  and  Orders  in  Council  of  Great 
Britain,  were  reciprocally  intended  to  retaliate 
the  insults  and  injuries  supposed  by  them  respect- 
ively \o  have  been  received;  and  not  originally 
aimed  at  neutral  commerce.  Was  it,  lor  this 
cause,  wise  or  prudent  in  our  Government  to  be- 
come a  party  in  that  war  which  had  for  a  long 
lime  destructively  raged  in  Europe,  without  at 
least  a  certainly  of  greater  positive  good  to  this 
people,  by  war,  than  by  negotiation  ?  The  cap- 
lure  of  several  of  your  armies,  the  great  loss  of 
men  by  pestilence  and  the  sword,  the  impoverish- 
ment of  your  country  and  its  citizens,  the  invest- 
ment of  your  seacoast.  and  the  actual  occupation 
of  a  part  of  your  territory,  and  the  desolation  of 
your  northern  frontier  by  your  enemy,  have  taught 
you   a   severe    and    important    lesson    upon   this 

subject. 

Permit  me  further   to  remark,  that  the  rash, 
imprudent,  not  to  say  unconstitutional  act  of  an 


American  Congress,  (I  do  not  mean  in  relation 
to  the  declaration   of  war.)  led   directly  to  that 
disastrous  event:  I  mean,  sir,  by  conferring  upon 
your  President  a  power  which  could  only  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  three  branches  of  the  Legislature 
(inclusive  of  the  Executive)  by  vesting  him  with 
the  arbitrary,  the  dangerous  power,  of  enforcing 
or  repealing  one  of  your  laws  at   his  pleasure. 
Sir,  what  right  had  these  three  branches  to  dele- 
gate to  one  of  them  a  power  which  the  people 
had  intrusted  to  the  whole?     By  the  same  prin- 
ciple they  might  delegate  it  to  either  of  the  three 
branches  ;  or  to  any  individual  in  this  country  ; 
nay,  to  Bonaparte  himself.     I  allude  to  the  force 
given  by  the  act  of  March,  1809,  to  a  proclama- 
tion   of  your   President  ;   and    which,   as  was  to 
have  been  expected,  was  afterwards  so  notoriously 
abused ;  whereby  he  was  to  enforce  the  provis- 
ions of  your  non-intercourse  law  against   one  of 
the  belligerents,  if  the  other  by  a  certain  time  re- 
pealed or  modified  her  edicts.     Which  power  was 
even  enlarged   by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March, 
1811,  whereby  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
was  made  the   only  evidence   of  the  fact  upoD 
whicli  it  ought  to  issue;  whether,  as  in  the  first 
case,  that  fact  had  happened  or  not.     It  was  in- 
deed  to   be   absolute   verity,  not   to   be  averred 
against  in  law  or  equity.     That  man,  ambitious 
of  power,  who,  in  this  or  any  other  country,  pos- 
sesses  this,  need   not   lament   the   want  of  any 
other.     It  IS  a  power,  sir.   I  would    intrust  to  no 
being  under  Omnipotence.     And  the  abuse  of  it  is 
some  evidence  of  the  foliy  of  conferring  it.     There 
is,  indeed,  much  plain  truth  in  the  old  adage,  that 
in   a    multitude    of  counsellors    there    is    safety. 
Such   power  ought  to   be  intrusted  to  no  indi- 
vidual, whether  Emperor,  King,  or  President. 

I  will  now,  sir,  read,  if  not  lor  the  information 
of  the  House,  at  least  for  that  of  the  Americaa 
people,  (and  1  shall  make  no  apology  for  drawing 
their  attention  afresh  to  the  subject.)  a  part  of 
the  memorable  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
from  the  Duke  de  Cadore,  the  French  Secretary, 
to  General  Armstrong.  A  letter.  I  presume,  which 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  American  Gov- 
ernment or  people,  as  forming  a  part  of  one  of 
the  most  infamous  cheats  and  frauds  that  ever 
disgraced  the  Cabinet  of  that  intriguing  nation; 
and  which,  instead  of  having  been  the  founda- 
tion of  a  friendly  proclamation,  might  with  more 
justice  have  been  made  the  foundation  of  a  de- 
claration of  war: 


"  Paris,  August  5,  1810. 

"I  have  laid  before  His  .Majesty,  the  Emperor  and 
King,  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  Isl  May. 

"  His  Majesty  could  have  wished  that  this  act,  and 
all  other  aclB  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
which  interest  France,  had  always  been  officially  made 
known  to  him. 

"  The  Emperor  had  applauded  the  general  embargo 
laid  by  the  United  JStateti  on  all  their  vessels,  because 
that  measure,  if  it  has  been  prejudicial  to  France,  had 
in  it  at  least  nothing  ofTensive  to  her  honor. 

'•The  act  of  the  first  of  March  has  raised  the  em- 
bargo; and  substituted  for  it  a  measure  the  laott  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  France. 
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'  Thia  artj  of  which  the  Emperor  knew  nothing 
u<  'il  very  lately,  interdicted  to  American  vessels  the 
ci;  omercc  of  jFrance,  at  the  time  it  tulhorized  that  to 
8  ^m,  NapMs,  and  Holland,  that  ia  to  say,  to  the 
ci  entries  unjJer  Freivch  influence,  and  denounced 
cc  .tiscation  jgainst  all  Frtnch  vessels  which  should 
etj  er  the  portji  of  America.     Reprisal  was  a  right,  and 


prosperity   and  their  commerce  are  within  the 

scope  of  his  policy."  No  doubt,  sir;  do  Joubt, 
I  when  within  the  scope  of  his  power.  But  this 
I  kind  "Emperor  is  pleased  in  aggrandizinf^  the 
!  United   States,"  by   stripping    (heir   unprotected 

citizens  of  alt  the  property  within  his  grasp,  and 

„,,„..,•..£,-  .      -  expeciinar    hereafter    to    aggrandize    the    United 

CL  ,imandfd  liy  the  dignitv  of  France,  a  circumstance  i  o     .        u  i       i      i  u  '^    '-'""cu 

..    »,K,.w  ,,li,.  ,^\    "ki     .  'Sates  by  generously  declaring  them  a  territory 

or    wliich  It  Kvas    impossible  to  make  a  compromise.  ,     »    c«  i  l        i        .  i  T  "•  ,'""'T 

T   e  sequest<jr  of  all  American  vessels  in  France  has  I  ""[  f"""'  ""'^  by  elevating  them   to  the  dignity 

bft  n  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  measure,  taken  '  °*    ^^^  Empire,  adding  to   his  other  titles  that  of 

by  Congress."  Lover  of  the  Americans.     How  was  it  possible, 

I  Now  Congress  retrace  their  steps;  they  revoke  the  '  *'^  '^'^^  *"y  f"*"  '"  '''^  senses  could  have  been 
ac|of  the  firsj  of  March  ;  the  porte  of  .\merica  are  open  i  dfceived  by  a  paper  like  this?  How  was  it  pos- 
tofc'rench  coinmerce,  and  France  is  no  longer  inter-  sihie  for  your  President  to  give  it  the  least  faith 
digted  to  the  Americana.  j  or  credit  ?     It  carries  treachery  and  deceit  on  the 

5- In  this  liew  state  of  things,  I  am  authorized  to  I  face  of  it.  Yet.  sir.  on  this  deception  was  predi- 
d*}la»etoyout  sitrthat  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  ycated  the  fatal  proclamation  of  your  President  of 
ari  revoked,  ^nd  that  after  the  first  day  of  November  .  the  2J  November,  1810.  wherebv  he  proclaimed 
th|y  will  ceai^-  to  have  effect;  it  being  understood  that  '.  to  the  world  that,  on  the  day  before,  at  a  place 
inkonsequcnje  of  this  declaration  the  English  shall  !  more  than  three  thousand  miles  from  him,  a  cer- 
re  oke  their  (l)rdcrs  in  Council,  and  remove  the  new     ,a,n  fact  had    happened,  essential    to  the   validity 


ppenea.  essential  to  tiie  validity 
of  that  proclamation,  but  which,  in  truth,  did  not 
take  place  till  April  after,  and  which  was  not  pro- 
mulgated till  May.  1812,  in  season  to  effect  the 
rescinding  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  ;  m 
such  time  that  neither  fact  should  be  known  in 


pr  iciple  of  t'lockade  which  they  have  wished  to  es- 
tal  iish,  or  ihaj  the  United  States,  conformably  to  the  act 
yo  1  have  jus«  communicated,  shall  cause  tiieir  rights 
to    )e  respectuJ  by  the  English. 

It  is  with'the  most  particular  satisfaction,  sir,  that 
I  I  lake  knowM  to  you  this  determination  of  the  Em-      ,  h      /•  ,      , 

pefor.  His  {mperial  Majesty  loves  the  Americans.  '''"'  country  till  after  your  declaration  of  war; 
TUiir  prospejity  and  their  commerce  are  within  the  *'?''  '^^  intent  of  that  declaration  was  the  subject 
BC'  pe  of  his  f-Jjlicy."  of  conversation  in  Paris  before  it  was  in  America. 

-  1       c  4  ^  ^^^  Government  had  certainly  agreed  with  that 

luet  us  fir,t  see  what  figure  an  American  Con-  of  France  to  declare  war  by  a  certain  day,  (sav 
grlss.  makes,  on  this  French  canvass.  Offended  .  ibe  tirst  of  June,  1812.)  unless  the  British  Orders 
bUoi^e  of  y^ur  laws  of  mere  municipal  regula-    ,„  Council  should  be  rescint 


ded  before  that  day. 

And  they  did  but  too  faithfully  keep  their  word. 

Sir.  Congress  themselves  did  not  believe  that 

the    French   Decrees    were    repealed    so    late    as 

March,   1811.    when  they    re-enacted  the   provi- 


veiseJs  in   Fpnce  has  been  the  necessary  conse-  ;  sjons  of  your  "non-intercourse  law.  which  had  been 


ti(|a,  (and  s^)  considered  by  Great  Britain.)  the 
baiighiy  tyr;|nt  says — ••  Reprisal  was  a  right,  and 
CQininanded;  by  the  dignity  of  France;"  then 
calmly  add^j—"  The  sequester  of  all  American 


-  *      .         , .  ■        ;  ,  .      ■•"•'--■•-'- ■'-^"v  •"  ivuiiu  ■•■:>  lepealing  uecree  upot 

pr|perty-th.^y  retrace  iheir  steps;  he  commands    ,hat  proclamation,  because  he  well  knew  it  was 
it.rand  they  ..repeal  the  obnoxious  statute:   or.  in     a  mere  dead   letter,  as   his  decrees  were  not 


sUi;n  a  monsilir  ever  does  smile)  are  to  betray;  to  th..m«i>lip«  or  <Tr.  <',.,«,»,.  i  ^.;.t      .   i    .  j 

. /:  ^  .      11     1      f  .         L  L      1  ;  '"  "'*'mseives,  or  go  lorward  without  distress  and 

hi.>ifriendly  Jprofessions,  treachery;  his  love  de-  ruin  to  their  country? 

siifction;   af  alliance  with   him,  would  be  the  "Alas,  their  daulod  eyea 

urAatural  conjunction,   by  a  tyrant  of  antiquity.  Beheld  this  man  in  a  fklse  glaring  light, 

o(^  dead   corpse  with  a  living    body.     Not  the  Which  conquest  and  success  have  thrown  upon  him! 

tiger  crouching  for  bis  prey,  nor  the  lion  roar-  Did  they  but  view  him  right,  they'd  see  him  black 

inj|  for  his  fi'^od.  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  this  With  murder,  treason,  sacrilege,  and  crimes, 

sct«rge,  this  pestilence,  this  death.     I  would  spurn  That  strike  my  soul  with  horror  but  to  name  'em  !" 

frtli  ray  cojintry  his  lore,  his  professions,  and        Attend  for  a  moment,  sir,  to  the  declarations  of 

d^a\V\M   ■         .  .     .  .  your  President  himself,  m  his  three  Messages  pre- 

l^ill     His  Majesty  loves  the  Americans;  their  [  ceding  this  session.     You  will  find  him  speaking 
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in  relation  to  France  of  '-authorized  expecta- 
tions," -amicable  professions,"  -•  negotiations  pro- 
crastinated to  the  latest  date."  Ay.  sir,  this 
procrastination  is  indeed  the  very  thief  of  time — 
of  millions  of  American  property — and  of  a  large 
proportion  of  our  national  spirit  and  reputation. 
In  his  Message  at  the  last  session  he  speaks  of 
"delays  before  so  unreasonably  spun  out."  Yes, 
sir,  spun  out  indeed!  And  he  will  continue  to 
spin  them  out,  so  long  as  you  condescend  to  send 
liim  the  raw  material.  Yes,  sir.  here  were  spun 
those  halters  which,  in  the  appropriate  language 
of  an  eloquent  gentleman  on  a  former  occasion, 
were  by  France  ^o  twisted  round  the  necks  of 
this  Administration,  that  nothing  but  the  sword 
of  war  could  sever  them. 

Why  then  disgrace  our  country  by  keeping 
your  Minister  dancing  attendance  at  the  Court  of 
this  proud,  sanguinary,  and  faithless  tyrant  ?  Is 
Republican  America  to  be  the  only  nation  to  prop 
his  tottering  throne  ?  Thank  God  the  "tyrant 
falls,  and  the  world  again  is  free !"  Let  us.  then, 
emancipate  our  country  from  this  imperial  slav- 
ery !  and  with  the  immort.il  bard  exclaim — 

"Then  be  these  juggling  fiends  no  more  believ'd, 
That  palter  with  u*  in  a  double  sense; 
That  keep  the  word  of  promise  to  our  ear, 
And  break  it  to  our  hope." 

One  word,  as  to  the  fact,  that  the  promulgation 
of  the  French  repealing  decree  was  the  ground  of 
rescinding  the  British  Orders  in  Council;  which, 
however,  an    honorable   gentleman,  on  a  former 
occasion,   said    that   no  gentleman   on   this  floor 
dare  assert.  Yes  sir,  in  the  language  of  menaces- 
dare  assert !     Now  it  hapiened  thai  every  gentle- 
man on  this  side  of  the  House,  who  followed  that 
honorable  gentleman  in  debate,  not  only  dared  to 
assert,  but  actually  to  prove  the  fact.     And,  sir, 
if  you  take  as  competent  the  same  witness  made 
use  of  by  that  honorable  gentleman  himself,  the 
fact  is  susceptible  of  the  most  complete  proof.     I 
mean   the   Prince  Regent   himself,    in    his  very 
rescinding    decree.      But,  sir.   passing    by    that, 
the  fact  IS  proved  by  one  of  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman's political  friends;  one,  too,  whom  he  will 
not  be  disposed  to  disbelieve.     I  mean  the  Presi- 
dent himself,  who,  in  his  Message  to  Congress  in 
November.  1812.  says.    "This   proceeding,   (the 
promulgation  of  the  French  repealing  decree.)  al- 
though made   the  ground  of  the  repeal  of  the 
British  Orders  in  Council,  is  rendered  by  the  tim*- 
and    manner   of   it    liable  to   many   objections." 
Ay.  sir,    "  made  the  ground  of  the  repeal  of  the 
British  Orders   in   Council."     Now,   sir,  let  that 
honorable  gentleman  go  to  the  palace  and  beard 
your  President,  and  demand  of  him  how  he  dare 
pronounce  to  the  American   people  this  damning 
fact?     Nor.  sir,  can   any   reflecting  man  doubt, 
that  had  either  the  fact  of  the  promulgation  of 
the  French  repealing  decree,  or  of  the  British  re- 
scinding order,  been   known  in  America   prior  to 
the  declaration    of   war,   that   destructive  event 
would  not  have  taken  place.     And   it  is  not  too 
much  to  add,  that  had  not  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion  been   pending,  that  declaration   would  not 

I- 


have  been  precipitated.  The  greatly  increased 
patronage  which  that  event  would  give,  appeared 
to  the  self-constituted  managers  of  that  election 
to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  the  re-elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Madison.  We  well  know  that  a  sus- 
pension of  that  declaration  for  two  months  only 
would  have  prevented  the  supposed  nece^sity  of 
it;  saved  thousands  of  lives,  and  millions  ot  trea- 
sure, and  our  country  from  disgrace  and  ruin.  Is 
it  too  much.  then,  to  assert,  that  he  bought  his 
way  into  the  Presidency,  and  thus  inglariously 
rose  on  the  misery  and  disgrace  of  his  country  ? 

But.  sir.  the  demoralizing,  the  calamitous  ef- 
fects of  this  commercial  restriction  and  war.  are 
the  most  to  be  deprecated.  The  ruin  of  com- 
merce and  the  oppression  of  the  merchant  and 
sailor,  are  evils  too  great  to  be  longer  borne.  And 
all  this  wide  waste  and  ruin  in  a  war  professedly 
for  "  free  trade  and  sailors  rights  !"  What  has  the 
merciianl  and  the  sailor  done  to  draw  down  upon 
them  the  destructive  vengeance  of  Government? 
Search  the  world,  where  will  you  find  a  more  en- 
terprising, more  intelligent  class  of  citizens  than 
the  merchants  of  America?  Your  once  over- 
flowing Treasury,  the  immense  riches  which  for- 
merly flowed  into  our  country,  were  indeed 
splendid  monuments  of  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise. Consider  likewise  the  hardy,  adventurous 
tars  of  America  ;  every  sea  and  climate  bore  wit- 
ness to  their  intrepidity  and  boldness.  Nay.  sir. 
in  the  present  war,  from  the  deepest  abyss  of  in- 
famy and  disgrace  they  have  plucked  up.  and  now 
hold  suspended,  your  drowning  honor  by  the 
locks! 

But  in  eulogising  one  class  of  this  abused,  in- 
sulted, and  oppressed  people.  I  do  injustice  to  the 
rest.  Would  to  God  it  were  possible,  from  the 
elevation  of  this  Capitol,  or  of  you  palace,  that  this 
Government  could  behold  the  disgrace,  distress, 
and  ruin,  ilieir  acts  have  brought  on  lliis  coun- 
try. But  the  Executive  part  of  the  Government, 
living  at  their  ease  in  splendid  mansions,  main- 
tained at  the  public  charge,  fed  by  the  people, 
(who  yet  appear  "  to  lick  the  hand  just  raised  to 
shed  their  blood,")  little,  ah  little !  do  they  think 
of  the  accumulated  misery  and  distress  which 
their  oppressive  acts  have  brought  upon  this  once 
happy  country. 

Sir,  you  will  drive  this  people  to  madness! 
Restore  them  to  peace  before  it  be  too  late!  Re- 
store to  them  their  commerce,  their  fisheries,  their 
accu>tomed  modes  of  supporting  their  families, 
before  they  turn  upon  you  in  despair!  Restore 
to  them  millions  of  property  sacrificed  in  this 
ruinous  contest — restore  sons  to  their  fathers- 
fathers  to  their  wretched  wives  and  children — 
whose  blood  now  cries  from  the  ground  for  ven- 
geance upon  their  cursed  betrayers,  who  owe 
iheir  greatness  to  their  country's  ruin;  then,  in- 
stead of  -curses  not  loud  but  deep,"  the  blessings 
of  those  ready  to  perish  will  light  upon  you. 

Sir,  1  will  conclude  by  declaring  to  all  our  ene- 
mies, both  foreign  and  domestic,  that  however 
widely  we  may  differ  upon  minor  points,  huwever 
justly  and  pointedly  we  condemn  the  violence  and 
oppressive  acts  of  our  rulers,  America  is  siill  our 
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C(*ntry ;  siilf  dear  to  the  patriot  breast,  and  must ' 
b^  defeDdedj;  her   independence  and   her  rit^hls 
w*Te  purch;^>ed   by  the  best  blood  of  our  tore- 
fa  iiers.  and' when   necessary   will   be   protected 
W'   h  that  ofjtheir  soqs  ! 

ifr.  Wrioi^t.— The  wide  range  gentlemen  have 
U|  ea  in  th^  discussion  of  this  bill  for  the  in- 
en  (ise  of  tijci  Army,  although  not  conOned  to  the 
merits  of  thi;  bill,  will  not  only  justify  me.  but 
m,  ke  It  ray  -'luty  to  follow  them.  My  long  and 
pa  leni  atter;:ion  to  their  arguments  furnishes  a 
ju|  confidenj-e  that  I  also,  io  my  turn,  shall  be 
attended  to,  Un  order  to  present  to  the  American 

d  characters  of  the  party,  I 
Igence  of  the  House  while 
le  colors.  I  will  show 
ir  systematic  opposition  to  the  Government 
b  the  cunimenceinent  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Ad- 
fiistration  ;up  to  ihe  present  time,  having,  in 
13*),  been  mlself  appointed  to  the  Senate  of  the  ' 
Urited  State*  and  having  been  ever  since  amem- 
be*of  that  b(jdy  in  the  government  of  Maryland, 
or  \n  this  Huuse.  so  that  the  history  I  shall  give 
Wi|  not  be  aijsecond  hand. 
Y-OU  will  a|  recoliectas  soon  as  Mr,  Jefferson  en- 

ler|dintooffi(|e.  hewaschargedwiihbemgopposed 
to  I  navy.  an<l.  as  an  evidence  of  that  fact,  that 
he  Jvas  sellmi  off  the  ships  that  had  been  built  or 
purchased  in?  the  preceding  Administration,  al- 
thf^gh  they  >rell  knew  the  fact,  that  the  sale  of 
thite  ships  \va!.  in  .compliance  with  an  act  of 
CcAgress  pas.-ed  in  th-e  last  year  of  Adams's  Ad- 
riiijisiration;;  but  so  devoted  were  the  party  to 
fix, his  charge  on  Mr.  Jefferson,  ti.at  they  have 
listed  in  it.,  and  it  has  been  insinuated  even 
JQg  the  piesent  session.  Although  I  do  not 
|n  to  objetj:  to  the  sale  of  these  ships,  as  I  have 
Vsiood  itjwas  because  they  were  not  worth 
jiring,  yet:I  do  protest  against  the  unfounded 
liors  agai'^st  the  Administration  for  doin" 
which  thVy  did  not  do.  " 

.tie   honorible  gentleman  from  New  Harap- 
shil"  (.Mr,  W|;b3Tehj  has  in  strong  terms  advo- 
caijd  the  libejty  of  speech  and  of  the  press.    Has 
eii^r  been  attacked  ?     I  can  assure  that  gentle- 
rua-  that  I  res^iect  these  rights  as  much  as  he  can. 
an(i|will  as  xejilously  endeavor  to  preserve  them  ; 
but^iin  doing  »ijis,  I  must  not  be  expected  to  ad- 
vocate their  licentiousness,  theonly  rock  on  which 
iherl  will  everjbe  in  danger  of  being  shipwrecked. 
But-  111  limitijig  their   exercise.  I  shall  confine 
theij  only  to  "he  Constitution,  the  law,  and  the 
tr«ll;  limits  beyond  which.  I  presume,  no  hon- 
oratje  man  rajn  wish   to  carry  them.     And  here 
pertlii  me  to  b.;jggest  to  speakers  and  printers  the 
verjladmirabl^  rule  prescribed  by  Mr.  Eulick  to 
himielf  in  his  .listory  of  the  war  of  1756,  and  in- 
scrii  ^d  in  the  citle  page :—- Est  historici  nequid 
falbt  ^udeat  di^ere,  nequid  veri  non  audeat."  Had 
that  /ule  beenjudopted,  .Mr.  Jefferson's  Adminis- 
iraii   n  would  --lot  have  been  charged  with  sell- 
ing   lie  ships  wold   by  a  former  Administration, 
nor,  ^ould  the-Jesire  to  restrain  its  licentiousness 
havi  'been  ascribed  to  the  Republican  party,  as  a 
Wis*  to  restrain  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the 
prei|  It  being  a  well  known  fact,  that  the  article 


that  secures  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press, 
IS  one  of  the  amendments  of  the  Constitution, 
and  that  they  were  secured  by  the  Republican 
party,  who  insisted  on  their  being  all-important 
to  be  secured,  and  the  Constitution  unsafe  without 
thera.  Nor  will  it  ever  be  forgotten  that  the  P'ed- 
eralists  passed  the  memorable  law.  called  '•  the 
Gag  Law,"  to  expire  with  Mr.  Adams's  Admin- 
istration ;  so  that  really,  on  investigation,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  Republicans  are  the  friends  to 
the  liberty  of  speech,  and  not  the  Federal  party. 

Now.  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  treaty 
With  France,  which  was  also  charged  on  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Administration,  and  fur  which  he  was 
denounced  as  sacrificing  twenty-four  millions  of 
dollar.%  of  mercantile  American  property  at  the 
shrine  of  France,  when,  in  fact,  that  treaty  was 
ratified  by  Mr.  Adams  in  the  last  year  of  his  Ad- 
ministration, whereby,  no  doubt,  twenty-four  mil- 
lions of  American  property  were  sacrificed,  but 
by  a  Federal  Senate,  and  at  the  shrine  of  Great 
Britain. 

By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  it  was  stip- 
ulated that  France  and  America  should  adjust 
the  respective  claims  of  the  American  merchants 
for  French  captures,  said  to  le  equal  to  twenty- 
four  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  claim  France  set 
up  for  damages  in  our  not  aiding  her  in  the  de- 
fence of  her  West  India  islands  agreeably  to  the 
guarantee  of  the  Treaty  of  1778,  in  which  France 
I  r^eciprocated  to  us  the  guarantee  of  the  United 
States  against  Great  Britain,  and  had,  so  far,  ful- 
filled it.  The  Senate,  no  doubt,  to  absolve  the 
United  Slates  from  ttieir  guarantee  to  France, 
and  to  secure  Great  Britain  against  our  perform- 
ing our  engagement  to  France,  gave  up  the  said 
twenty-four  millions  of  dollars.  This  bein,'  the 
fact  and  the  effect,  they  therefore  rejected  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty,  and  Mr.  Adacns  him- 


self had  the   firmness. 


in  his  ratification  of  the 


treaty,  to  protest  against  the  striking  out  of  the 
second  article,  declaring  that  he  ratified  the  trea- 
ty without  the  second  article,  because  the  Senate 
had  refused  to  ratify  it  with  it.  And.  however 
extraordinary  this  conduct  of  the  Senate,  and 
however  distinctly  marked  by  Mr.  Adams's  dis- 
approbation, yet  the  Opposition  had  the  hardi- 
hood not  only  to  charge  it  on  Mr.  Jefferson's  Ad- 
mini^straiion,  but  also  as  a  sacrifice  to  France. 

Will  gentlemen,  after  practices  so  odious  and 
misrepresentations  so  palpable,  when  pressed  to 
confine  themselves  to  the  truth,  charge  us  with 
attempting  to  restrain  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of 
the  press?  Can  honorable  men  attempt  to  justify 
such  licentiousness  ? 

The  Administration  is  charged  as  being  gov- 
erned by  France  in  all  its  movements;  and  this 
memorable  French  treaty,  ratified  at  the  time 
and  in  the  manner  I  have  stated,  has  been  often 
pressed  upon  the  American  people,  as  evidence  of 
the  fact. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that,  by  the  second  arti- 
cle of  this  French  treaty,  the  spoliations  made  by 
France  were  to  have  been  paid  ;  but,  by  striking 
out  the  article,  they  were  given  up;  as,  when  a 
treaty  is  made  to  settle  all  existing  differences, 
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and  ratified,  it  closes  all  the  claims  of  the  respec- 
tive i)arties  up  to  the  date  of  the  treaty,  unless 
expressly  reserved.  It  is  also  a  fact,  that  Spain, 
then  holding  her  political  existence  almost  at  the 
will  of  France,  had  suffered  France  to  fit  out  pri- 
vateers io  her  ports  to  cruise  against  the  United 
States,  and  had  suffered  French  privateers  to 
bring  their  prizes  into  Spain,  and  condemn  them 
by  French  Consular  Courts;  that  Spain  made  a 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  in  which  she  stip- 
ulated to  pay  for  these  spoliations;  that  the  treaty 
was  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
while  I  was  a  member  of  that  body,  for  ratifica- 
tion ;  that,  on  the  question  being  put,  the  Fed- 
eral members  (being  then  more  than  one-third) 
voted  affainst  it,  whereby  it  was  rejected — two- 
ttiirds  of  the  Senate  being  necessary  to  raiify  a 
treaty.  The  Senate  are  called  on  to  vote  in  al- 
phabetical order,  and  being  the  last  on  the  list, 
and  discovering  the  treaty  would  be  rejected,  I 
Toted  with  them,  that  thereby  I  might  be  enabled 
to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  treaty,  which  I 
did;  and  it  was  postponed  till  the  next  session, 
when  we  had  an  accession  of  strength  in  the  Sen- 
ate— the  people  having  got  their  eyes  open. 

Here  again  our  merchants  were  sacrificed,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  a^ain  at  the  shrine  of  Great  Brit- 
ain— the  Federalists  being  unwilling  to  settle  our 
differences  with  Spain,  because  the  ally  of  France, 
then  at  war  with  England,  and  kept  these  spolia- 
tions unsettled  to  justify  a  war  against  her. 

Between  that  time  and  the  next  session.  Spain 
herself  objected  to  the  payment  of  the  spoliations 
made  by  French  privateers  fitted  out  in  Spain, 
and  the  spoliations  made  by  French  privateers 
brought  into  Spain  and  condemned  by  French 
Consular  Courts  ; — that  the  United  States  had 
absolved  France  from  all  spoliations,  for  which 
France  was  responsible;  and  that,  in  the  cases  stip- 
ulated by  the  Spanish  treaty,  to  be  paid  by  Spain, 
it  was  as  accessary  to  France,  and  for  which 
France  was  responsible  over  to  her  as  principal ; 
and  that,  under  such  circumstances,  our  discharge 
of  the  principal  upon  principles  of  justice  dis- 
charged the  accessary. 

That  I  am  correct  in  my  conjecture  as  to  the 
cause  of  rejecting  this  treaty — to  wit,  to  bring 
about  a  war  with  Spain — I  will  show  you  their 
conduct  about  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  Louis- 
iana. Previous  to  this,  Spain  had.  by  treaty, 
granted  to  the  United  States  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  had  assigned  to  her  a  place  of  de- 
posiie  at  New  Orleans,  with  an  express  stipula- 
tion that  she  might  at  any  lime  arrest  the  right 
of  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  on  assigning  a  con- 
venient place  of  deposite  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 
Spain  arrested  our  right  of  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans, which  no  doubt  was  very  injurious  to  us. 
but  (as  she  lawfully  might)  assigned  a  place  of 
deposite  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  agreeably  to 
her  stipulation.  But.  the  Federalisis  in  the 
Senate  were  so  keen  for  a  war  with  Spain,  on 
account  of  her  changing  the  place  of  deposite, 
that  an  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Rosa)  offered  to  volunteer  his  services  in  a 
war  against  her;  and  the  whole  of  the  party  in 


the  Senate  were  so  bent  on  taking  possession  of 
the  property  of  Spain  in  that  quarter,  that  they 
declared  that  New  Orleans  was  the  key  of  the 
.Mississippi,  and  that  the  people  on  its  waters  could 
not  be  kept  in  the  Union  without  its  use,  and  im- 
plicated the  loyalty  of  thai  people,  who,  during 
the  present  war,  have  so  eminently  distinguished 
themselves,  and  covered  themselves  with  glory; 
and  (strange  to  tell !)  that,  among  the  causes  of 
this  contemplated  war,  were  enumerated  the  very 
spoliations  that  Spain  had  once  stipulated  to  pay, 
and  which  they  themselves  had  rejected  !  But, 
had  you  witnessed  their  declarations  as  to  the 
importance  and  inestimable  value  of  these  pos- 
sessions, at  the  time  they  wished  to  involve  the 
nation  in  a  war  with  Spain  for  their  acquisition, 
and  afterwar  s,  when  acquired  by  purchase,  their 
declarations  of  their  insignificance,  you  would 
have  been  astonished  at  their  ver>atility.  although 
they  did  not  cost  us  more  than  the  expense  of  a 
single  campaign,  and  alihough,  having  purchased 
them  by  the  sword,  we  should  have  had  to  have 
held  them  by  the  sword,  and  that  at  grt  at  ex- 
pense. Nor,  sir.  can  we  forget  the  conduct  of  that 
parly  in  this  House,  although  their  acquisition 
iiad  been  once  thought  ut  such  vital  importance  to 
the  Union,  that  the  Western  people  would  not  be 
kept  in  it  without  them,  yet,  the  annexing  Louis- 
iana to  the  Uniop  at  another  time  has  been  in- 
sisted on  here,  and  declared  on  this  floor  just  cause 
for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  "  peaceably  if  ihev 
can,  forcibly  if  they  must."  Then,  sir,  you  will 
recollect  that  Spain  was  the  ally  of  France  ;  but, 
now.  how  is  the  scene  reversed  !  Now,  Spain 
is  the  ally  of  England  I  Has  she  paid  those  spo- 
liations, with  their  accumulated  interest,  which 
in  the  estimation  of  Federal  gentlemen  ten  years 
ago  were  just  cause  of  war.  and  fur  which  our 
Government  was  then  denounced  for  not  going  to 
war  with  Spain  fur  what  we  had  no  right  to, and 
IS  now  denounced  by  the  same  party  for  taking 
Mobile — a  small  part  thereof,  after  we  tiave  fairly 
purchased  it  1  And  you  know,  sir,  the  great 
sensibility  g-^nilemen  have  expressed  as  to  the  an- 
nexing Florida  to  the  United  States,  and  can  feel 
no  difficulty  io  discovering  the  cause — •'  that 
Spain  is  the  ally  of  England" — when  you  review 
their  solicitude,  which  was  so  ardent,  when  Spain 
was  the  ally  of  France,  ihat  they  volunteered  their 
services  upon  ihe  occasion. 

Now.  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  conduct 
of  the  party,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  nominated  a  .Min- 
ister tu  Russia.  He  was  denounced  for  sending 
a  Minister  to  a  Russian  boor — to  a  Court  with 
whom  we  had  no  such  connexions  as  could  jus- 
tify the  sending  a  Minister  to  it — that  ii  was  in- 
tended only  10  increase  the  Presidential  patronage 
and  the  public  burden.  Then,  you  will  recollect, 
that  Russia  was  theally  of  France. but  now  Russia 
has  become  the  ally  ofEngland.  Her  Emperor — 
the  great  deliverer  of  Europe — he  is  now  eulo- 
gized as  the  idol  of  the  party,  and  his  victories 
are  celebrated  with  great  splendor  by  that  party, 
while  our  own  splendid  naval  victories  are  not 
celebrated  by  them  at  all.  And,  can  any  man  of 
common  sense  feel  even  a  doubt  that  their  devo- 
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n  to  Greai  Britain  is  the  cause  of  their  alter- 
te  hatred  jnd  affection  to  Russia  ? 
'And  Dow^  sir,  the  present  Administration  is 
ciareed  wi.h  involving  the  nation  in  a  war 
al'iinst  the  ^will  of  the  people;  that  the  war  is 
u|<popular,  and  the  people  will  not  support  it. 
V^fhat !  can  the  American  people  be  opposed  to 
wfcr,  when  the  dire  alternatives  are  war  or  sub- 
nission  ?  What !  have  we  already  forgotten  that 
tlLt  war  wiis  declared  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
Iij.presentatives  of  that  people,  and  have  been 
g|nerally  re-elected  ?  Have  we  forgotten  that  the 
M|rr  was  aiiproved  by  almost  every  State  and 
71?rritory  irijibe  Union,  by  resolutions  expressing 
tll'ir  approbation  of  it,  and  pledging  their  lives 
aid  fortuneji  to  support  it.  until  the  objects  for 
^liich  it  wa^  declared  were  obtained  ?  And  can 
vl-  ever  fo'get  the  Federal  clamor  against  the 
Plesident  fcr  the  declaration  of  war.  and  their 
uritid  efforts  to  defeat  his  re-election  because  of 
tilit  declaraiiion  7  And  gentlemen  know  too  well 
til-  great  njajority  by  which  he  was  re-elected, 
wiiich  ougt)t  to  have  silenced  the  opposition,  as 
t(|  the  popjilarity  of  the  war.  Whence  these 
ciimors  agijinst  the  war?  and  what  the  cause? 
7*e  clamorij  are  from  the  East.  But,  sir.  if  we 
iv|jl  examirie  our  own  archives,  we  shall  find, 
tl^t.  in  eighteen  hundred  and  six,  remonstrances 
cane  from  Boston,  the  cradle  of  the  Revolution, 
aiw  from  Sjilem,  in  her  neighborhood,  and  soon 
after  from  a"!  the  commercial  towns  in  the  Uni- 
t»ri  States,  ;complaining  of  British  aggressions. 
c»iming  olj  the  Grovernment  the  exercise  of  all 
thiir  euergij?s.  and  pledging  their  lives  and  for- 
tiiies  in  surrt)ort  of  such  measures  as  they  might 
a4opt  for  ll^eir  redress.  I  ask,  have  the  aggres- 
sions been  rHressed  ?  Nay.  have  they  not  thick- 
eieduponui?  And  altliough  the  Government, 
v^th  unaba^ing  assiduity,  used  all  their  means  to 
e||ect  their  ■  redress  by  negotiation,  yet  so  impa- 
ti|-nt  were  tjiey  to  the  East  as  to  declare  that  the 
Ci)vernraenji  could  not  be  kicked  into  a  war. 
A|«id  did  nof  the  President  inform  us  at  the  time 
yi'  declared)  war,  that  every  spark  of  hope  to  ob- 
tain redressj  by  negotiation  was  extinguished  ? 
A^)d  will  anjy  man  of  candor  or  of  truth  say,  un- 
dJr  such  a  s<ate  of  things,  war  ought  not  to  have 
b|en  deciarfd.  and  that  there  was  any  alternative 
bit  war  or  Submission  ? 

jit  would;  seem  very  strange,  indeed,  that  the 
c(4mors  agafinst  the  war  should  proceed  from  the 
Etist.  whertj  the  first  remonstrances  were  made 

aaying  tor;  redress,  and  pledging  their  lives  and 
•  iriunes  forrthe  support  of  such  measures  as  the 
Clovernmer<t  might  adopt  for  the  purpose,  had 
>|i?  uo  meais  of  developing  the  cause;  but.  alas! 
IVear  its  solution  will  be  found  in  the  mission  of 

ijcior  He(.ry,  who.  on  the  14th  of  February, 
09,  at  Burlington,  in  Vermont,  in  a  letter  to 
overnor  ('raig.  of  Canada,  says:  '*  I  learn  that 
he  Govertaor  of  this  State  is  now  visiting  the 
owns  in  (}he  northern  section  of  it,  and  makes 
lojsecret  ^f  his  determination,  as  Commander- 
nCtiief  |)f  the  militia,  to  refuse  obedience  to 
'tony  comttiand  of  the  General  Government 
'(which  caCt  tend   to  interrupt  the  go 
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'standing  that  prevails  between  the  citizens  of 
'  Vermont  and  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  Canada. 
'  It  is  further  intimated,  that  in  case  of  war  he 
'  will  use  all  his  influence  to  preserve  the  State 
'  neutral,  and  resist  with  all  the  force  he  can  com- 
■  mand  to  its  being  made  a  party.  I  need  not  add. 
'  that  if  these  resolutions  are  carried  into  effect. 
•  the  State  of  Vermont  may  be  considered  as  an 
'  ally  of  Great  Britain." 

When  we  consider  the  conduct  of  Governor 
Tichenor,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  as  above 
stated,  and  the  recent  conduct  of  Governor  Chit- 
tenden, late  a  member  of  the  Opposition  in  this 
House,  by  proclamation,  calling  home  the  militia 
draughted  into,  and  then  in  the  public  service, 
the  public  will  be  satisfied  that  Henry's  mission 
was  not  a  fable,  nor  without  effect. 

The   honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire (Mr.  Webster)  has  told  us  that  the  Con- 
stitution was  a  compact  and  a  compromise  of  the 
States   to  secure  their  respective  interests;   that 
commerce  was  the  great  interest  of  the  East,  and 
ought  to  be  protected  and  secured  to  that  section 
of  the  Union  ;  that  the  embargo  law  was  a  vital 
stab  to  it.  and  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.     I 
admired  his  talents,  and  should  have  been  glad  to 
have  seen  them  exerted  on  the  side  of  his  bleeding 
country,  when  her  villages  on  the  frontiers  were 
smoking  in   ruins  under  the  conflagration  of  a 
foreign  foe.  and  our  women  and  children  bleed- 
ing under   the  savage  tomahawk,  or  committed 
to  the  flames.     But  that  cannot  be  expected  after 
the  declarations  that   have  been  made   on    this 
floor,  and   the   object  of  the  party  avowed,   ''  to 
put  down  the   present  Administration"  and  put 
themselves    in  power.     JJelenda   est    Carthago! 
The   President   musi  be  put  down  ;  and  the  end 
will  justify  the  means.  I  suppose,  by  means  law- 
ful or  unlawful — per  Jos  ant  per  nefas — it  must 
be  done.     But  the  embargo  is  unconstitutional, 
and   the    President  who  advised    it   must   be  de- 
nounced.    What!  haK  that  gentleman  forgot  that 
under  the  Administration   of  the  great   Wash- 
ington, ill   seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
an    embargo  law   passed  ;  and  is  he  prepared  to 
charge  that  venerated  patriot,  who  so  eminently 
engaged  in  the  formation  of  that  instrument,  by 
whose   wisdom  it   was  matured,  by  whose  sign 
manual  it  was  consecrated,  and  by  whose  advice 
It  was  adopted,  with  a  violation  of  it?     His  im- 
posing auspices  and  almost  contemporaneous  ex- 
position of  it,  with  a  member  of  his  Cabinet  so 
pre-eminently  distinguished  for  the  part  he  took 
in  Its  construction,  ought  to  have  secured    the 
embargo  law  from  the  charge  of  unconstitution- 
ality.    How  will  the  gentleman   feel  when  ar- 
rayed against  that    WAaHiNOTON   who  was  the 
idol  of  his  country  ?  Will  the  object  of  the  party — 
Delenda  est  Carthago— secure  him  from  the  just 
reproaches  of  an  enlightened  and  patriotic  people? 
But  the  gentlemen  telh  us  the  former  embargo 
nearly   ruined   the   people   of  the  East,  without 
producing  any  effect  on   Great  Britain,  and  the 
present  embargo  will  finish  the  business.    What! 
has  the  gentleman  forgot  the  pressure  it  made  on 
thepeopleof  England, theinsurrectioa  which  their 
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distress  produced,  and  theirclamors  against  their  | 
Ministers  for  coercing  us  to  it  ?  Has  he  forgot 
the  pressure  on  the  British  American  colonies, 
and  the  very  memorable  proclamation  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  inviting  our  people  trea- 
sonably to  feed  their  enemies,  and  to  come  to 
Halifax  without  ships'  papers,  with  provisions  for 
that  purpose?  We  have  lately  heard  General 
Hull  denounced  for  inviting  the  people  of  Can- 
ada to  violate  their  allegiance.  If,  in  time  of 
war,  this  is  such  a  crime  in  an  American  Gene- 
ral, what  in  time  of  peace  must  have  been  the 
crime  of  a  British  King?  Will  any  man  say  that 
the  embargo  law,  if  it  had  been  faithfully  exe- 
cuted, and  had  been  continued  even  six  months 
longer,  would  not  have  had  the  desired  eflect, 
after  seeing  that  it  produced  an  insurrection 
among  the  people  of  England,  and  induced  their 
King  to  descend  from  his  throne  to  practise  the 
meanest  arts  of  seduction  to  draw  the  American 
people  from  their  allegiance  by  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption? 

That  the  present  embargo  law  will  bear  hard 
on  the  Eastern  States  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  but 
if  there  had  been,  it  would  have  been  removed 
on  the  evidence  we  have  that  seventeen  thousand 
barrels  of  flour  arrived  in  Halifax  in  one  day  from 
the  Eastern  States;  when  we  know,  too,  that  all 
the  ports  from  Georgia  to  New  York,  inclusive. 
are  blockaded,  and  the  Eastern  ports  left  open, 
no  doubt  to  facilitate  the  supplies  to  the  British. 
as  well  as  by  that  indulgence  to  seduce  the  people 
of  the  East  from  their  allegiance  by  making  it 
so  much  their  interest.  But  1  hope  that  that  once 
highminded  people,  who  so  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  bore 
with  such  magnanimity  the  extraordinary  pres- 
sure of  that  war,  will  now  bear  with  temper  the 
pressure  of  tbis  war,  common  to  all  their  sister 
States. 

Sir,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war.  to  remune- 
rate us  for  the  spoliations  on  our  commerce,  al- 
most swept  from  the  ocean  by  a  jealous  rival  of 
our  commercial  greatness,  without  the  color  of 
law,  and  on  the  principles  they  themselves  have 
abandoned,  Canada  was  to  be  invaded  ;  and  al- 
though some  of  our  ardent  spirits  considered  it 
an  easy  conquest,  yet  it  will  be  recollected  that 
some  of  the  Opposition  declared  we  never  should 
conquer  it,  itwasso  invaluable  that  Britain  would 
never  give  it  up;  while  others,  to  avoid  our  at- 
tempting it,  declared  it  good  for  nothing;  and 
now  we  are  charged  with  want  of  energy  and 
military  talents  in  not  taking  it,  although  it  is 
well  known  that  every  effort  has  been  nTade  by 
the  Opposition  to  discourage  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice and  to  set  the  people  against  the  war— and 
that  with  union  its  conquest  would  have  been 
easy  ;— as  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Webster)  has  just  told  us  that 
the  four  New  England  Stales  would  take  it  in 
one  month  with  or  without  arms.  But  so  invete- 
rate are  they  ajainst  the  Administration,  and  so 
systematic  is  their  opposition,  that  whether  their 
measures  are  for  war  or  peace,  they  alike  meet 
iheir  reprobation.  And  even  the  mediation  of 
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the  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  very  Emperor  whose 
victories  they  have  been  celebrating,  cannot  es- 
cape their  denunciations ;  his  Minister  near  the 
United  Slates  is  charged  with  misrepresentations, 
and  so  deadly  is  their  hatred  to  the  Administra- 
tion, that  they  would  defeat  its  endeavors  even 
for  an  honorable  peace,  lest  its  popularity  should 
be  thereby  promoted,  and  their  darling  avowed 
object  defeated. 

The  gentleman   from   New   York    (Mr.  Mil- 
ler) has  told  us.  '"that  the  war  was  unjust,  un- 
necessary, and  inexpedient  ;"  and  yet  has  told  us 
that   two   of  the  causes— the  Orders  in  Council 
and  blockades— are  removed,  and  that  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment  alone    remains   for  adjust- 
ment.    And  yet  the  gentleman  perseveres  in  de- 
claring the  war  unjust,  after   Great  Britain  has 
herself  revoked  her  Orders  in  Council  and  block- 
ades as   unjust.     But  would   he  consider  a  war 
unjust  to  regain  thousands  of  American  seamen 
itnpressed    and    enslaved,  when    Britain    herself 
disclaims  that  right,  though  she  imperiously  and 
insultingly  exercises  it ;  and,  to  seal  her  degrada- 
tion, after  the  war,  converts  them  into  prisoners 
of  war.  whom  she  previously  pretended  she  had 
impressed  as   her  own    subjects?     The   gentle- 
man   further  tells   us,  that   the  President   is  not 
quahhed  to  carry  on  the  war,  although  he  admits 
iliat  the  Secretary  of  War   possesses  great  mili- 
tary talents;  and  the  brilliancy  of  ournaval  vic- 
tories, which  are  unrivalled  in  the  annal.'*  of  his- 
tory, has  secured  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from 
an  attack  from  that  quarter.     And  I  would  ask, 
if  It  was  ever  expected  that  the  President  should 
in  person  command   either  the  Army  or  Navy? 
and  whether,  if  he  was,  his  incompetency  would 
be  removed   by  producing  mutiny  in   the  crew? 
Would  Washington  have  called  this  an  unjust 
or  an  unnecessary  war,  who  in  1792  informed  the 
British  Cabinet  that  the  practice  of  impressment 
must  be  discontinued,  or  that  a  war  would  be  in- 
evitable ?  or  would  he  have  wailed  twenty  years, 
and  until  6,257  American  seamen  had  been  im- 
pressed  and  enslaved,  and  our  commerce  swept 
from  the  ocean  ?     I  will  not  insult  his  memory 
by  a  conjecture!     The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.   Shefkkv)  tells  us,  he  will  vote  for  this  bill 
il  the  force  shall   be  limited  to  defensive  opera- 
tions.    Would  the  gentleman  stretch  our  force 
along    our    frontier    of  upwards    of  a   thousand 
miles,  and    leave  the  enemy  to  attack    us,  thus 
weakenel.    where    he   pleased?     In    ihat   case, 
what  would  be  the  lot  of  Norfolk?     She  could 
expect    but   her  proportion  of  the  force.     I  am 
glad    to   find    the   gentleman    mending,    though 
slowly.     Had    his    logical    mind    examined    the 
premises  o(  the  five  thousand  bill  of  last  session 
destined    exclusively  for   defence,  or   the  other 
military  bills  of  that  session  ;  and  had  he  reflect- 
ed that   the   British   were   then   in    possession  of 
the  Michigan  Territory  ;  upon   his   present  prin- 
ciples he  could  not  have  voted  against  them.  Mv 
respect  for  him  will  always  make  me  appreciate 
his  conversion. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Stock- 
ton) it  opposed  to  tbi«  bill;  first,  because  he 
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sali  the  troops  cannot  be  raised,  from  an  aver- 
sir  n  to  the  yar.  He  further  tells  us  we  liave 
gi  en  up''f4?^  trade  and  sailors'  rights,  and  he 
w  s  glad  ofHt."  That,  after  war  was  declared. 
M  Russell^made  a  proposition  for  an  arrauge- 
m  It  and  an.'armistice,  which  Lord  Castlereagh 
..^cied  wil|  disdain.  That  the  same  proposi- 
ti(rl.  was  maiJe  to  Admiral  Warren,  and  rejected 
byfhina.  Acid  that  now  our  Government  "  had 
strjck  their  jjolors.''  by  appointing  Commi>j>ion- 
;lo  meet  it  Gotteoburg.  to  treat  under  a  pro- 
jition  of  tl'ie  Prince  Regent  "  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  the  jaw  of  nations,  and  the  maritime 
riiits  of  Grj-at  Britain."  Sir.  d»d  the  Govern- 
mTit  compri^niit  its  character  by  sending  Envoys 
at  jhe  iasian»e  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  make  a 
ptAce  ;  and  fan  it  be  a  surrender  uf  free  trade  or 
sapors'  rightj-  to  settle  our  differences  upon  the 
pr&iciples  of"'  the  law  of  nations  and  the  mari- 
litfe  rights  *>(  Great  Britain  ?  Have  we  ever 
wjhed  our  commercial  relations  to  be  regulated 
bi'  by  the  la<v  of  nations, and  has  not  Great  Brit- 
ai  constantly  disclaimed  the  right  of  impressing 
A  >erican  seamen,  and  have  we  not  by  our  own 
ac  agreed  n(|t  to  receive  British  sailors  on  buard 
01  1  ships?  How  then  the  mission  can  be  de- 
ni  jnced  as 'giving  up  free  trade  and  sailors' 
ri  hts,  or  asfelrikiog  our  thg,  I  know  not ;  but  if 
it  ^as,  I  shojild  be  astonished  at  the  gentleman's 
j(i  at  his  (fjuntry's  humiliation.  He  tells  us 
tlise  bills  alf:-  not  intended  for  their  avowed  ob- 
jelt.  but  fori  the  iMiuisters  to  take  out  in  their 
p<I-ke(s,  to  4,id   them  in   their  ne<;oliaiion  :  and 


Wiuld  he.  if -he  wished  for  au  honorable  peace, 
would   l^e   oppose  them  ?     However 


conceirt^d  they  would  produce  that  eti'ect,  1 

incun- ! 
ent  it  ma^  seem,  after  telling  us  this  bill  will  i 
produce   the    measure,    he    now    guards    us 
inst  its  passage — '"that  the   bounty  will   be 
pped  at,  iiud  the  public  subjected  to  this  im-  ] 
nse  expti^se."'     It  is  not  uncommon   for  the 
ty  Lu  acl 'inconsistent  with  one  another;  but 
m  not  a  little  surprised  at  this  gentleman's  in- 
sistencies with  himself. 

The  gent(fraaa  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ship- 
,rd)  is  opposed  to  the  bill,  because  he  says  it 
uld  be  Tn(.irder  in  this  unjust  war  to  kill  an 
glishman*— a  violation  of  one  of  the  com- 
ndments.;  Have  not  they  murdered  even  in- 
ent  won'^en  and  children  ?  and  does  not  the 
_  e  law  delate  it  just  to  take  blood  for  blood  ? 
Itfould  askj  him  if  stealing  is  not  also  contrary 
t(f  the  law  uf  God  ?  and  whether  they  have  not 
stolen  and  |,»nslaved  our  seamen,  as  well  as  our 
s«tps  and  ctwgoes  ?  and  whether  that  same  law 
dfes  not  er>|oin  not  only  the  restoration  of  the 
sSilen  goa(is  but  fourfold?  and  whether  they 
Wive  not  r^'fused  to  give  U{)  the  stolen  goods  ? 
J4nd  can  i^.ey  be  pardoned  and  still  retain  the 
oience  ? 

The  geuileman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gbos- 
1  ;nor)  clurins  the  right  of  opposing  the  meas- 
X  es  of  lh«:Gortrnmenl.  I  admit  his  right  to 
i  ypose  th^  passage  of  the  laws;  but  I  protest 
I  jainsl  his  right  to  oppose  or  prevent  their  exe- 
^  ition ;  as  (o  opposing  the  loans,  the  recruiting 


service,   or  the    progress  of  the   war.     And    he 
quotes  the  conduct  of  Cbaiham,  Burke,  and  Fox, 
who  opposed  the  British  Government  at  the  time 
of  the   American    Revolution.     If  he   will   can- 
didly examine  the  conduct   of  those  gentlemen, 
the   time,  and  circumstances,  he  will   find  that 
will  not  support  him.     When  they  advocated  the 
cause  of  America,  we  were   the  colonies  of  the 
British  Empire,  liumbly  petitioning  fur  a  redress 
of  grievances,  to    which    these   men    conceived 
we  were  justly  entitled  ;  as  while  our  object  was 
limited  to  their  redress,  they  were  our  advocates; 
but  as  soon  as  independence  was  declared,  what 
was  their  conduct,  and    how  was  the  scene  re- 
versed ?    Did   not  the  once  admired  Chatham, 
the  great  American  advocate,  while  a  redress  of 
our  grievances  was  the  object,  after  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  and  in  bis  last  speech  in 
Parliament,    exhaust     himself  in    his    denuncia- 
tions against  us.  as  rebellious  colonies,  and  for  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  against  us,  until 
we  were  humbled  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  ?     I 
hope,   therefore,    this   gentleman    will    not    take 
these  Englishmen  for  his  archetype.  But  I  would 
advise  him   to   seek  some  American  patriot  for 
his  model,  and  recollect  the  doctrines  of  that  day 
that  tried  men's  souls,  that  he  who  was  not  for 
us  was  against   us  and  a   Tory,  and   that  these 
doctrines   were  consecrated    by  the  Revolution; 
and  that  he  will  recollect   that  we  are  now  en- 
gaged  in   a   war  for  securing  the   principles  of 
tliat  indepeudence  for  which  our   Washinotom 
lought  and  conquered. 

When  Mr.  Wright  had  concluded,  after  a 
lew  remarks  from  Mr.  Grundy  in  favor  of  put- 
ting a  stop  10  the  present  debate,  and  Mr.  Ruca 
against  it,  and  Mr.  Troup  intimating  that  the 
public  service  would  suiler  from  further  delay, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  were  refused  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Ttie  amendmenis  made  in  Committee  were 
again  moved,  and  were  agreed  to;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  then  stated  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
amendments,  and  passage  of  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading. 

After  the  rejection  of  two  motions  to  adjourn, 
and  some  unimportant  conversation  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  urging  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  ques- 
tion on  its  passing  to  a  third  reading  was  decided 
in  the  alBrmative. 


Friday,  January  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ruca,  of  Teonesice, 
liesolced.  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  may  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  ex|)ediency  of  establishing  au  hospital  at 
some  convenient  place  in  the  Cnoclaw  nation, 
and  at  or  near  the  road  from  Natchez  to  Nash- 
ville, for  the  accommodation  of  persons  who, 
having  descended  the  Mississippi  river  in  boats, 
or  vessels  of  any  description,  to  New  Orleans  or 
Natchez,  may  hare  contracted  sicknesj,  and  there- 
by rendered  unable  to  return  to  their  respective 
places  of  residence ;  and  that  they  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Lowndes  was 
appointed  on  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses,  to  have  the  application  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Cheves,  elected  Speaker. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  'Authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates   to  grant   cerLiin 

Rermissions  to  the  inhabitants  of  the    Island   of 
lantucket,"  was  read   twice,  and   committed    to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  ENLISTMENTS. 

The  bill  which  passed  this  House  for  filling 
the  ranks  and  encouraging  the  enlistments  into 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  was  returned  from 
the  Senate  with  sundry  amendments,  the  object 
of  which  were,  in  the  first  place,  to  vary  the 
mode  of  the  distribution  of  the  bounty,  retaining 
the  same  amount,  so  as  to  give  only  lueniv  five 
dollars  on  enlistment  and  a  like  sum  on  tnuster- 
ing,  instead  of  fifty  in  each  case,  as  proposed  by 
the  bill  that  passed  this  House  ;  and  in  the  next 
place,  to  vary  the  provision  granting  eight  uollars 
to  every  person  procuring  a  recruit. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ments, considerable  debate  took  place,  principally 
of  a  desultory  nature,  in  which  Messrs.  TaotP. 
Lowndes.  Gholson.  Jackson  of  Virginia.  Grun- 
dy, Rhea,  Eppes,  Kilbourn,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Nelson,  took  part. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  was 
decided  in  the  negative— For  the  amendment  54, 
against  it  94.  as  foilous: 

Y'lAs — MeMfs.  Bard,  Baylies  uf  .MaMachusctts,  Big- 
clow,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Capt-rton, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Cooj)er,  Cox,  Culpc{»er,  Davis  of 
.MasKachusetls,  Dewey,  Ely,  Hale,  Hufty,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Ixland,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Mas.sa- 
chusetts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovctt,  Macon,  .Miller,  Moffitt, 
Moseley,  OakJey,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  I'ost,  Potter.  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Richardson,  Schureman,  Ridgely, 
bheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Stuart,  Sturge*,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  White,  Wilcox,  Wil- 
son of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nais — Messrs.  .Alexander,  Alston.  Anderson,  .\rcher, 
Avery,  Bariiett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cbappel,  Clark,  Clopton,  Com- 
■tock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Earle,  Eppes,  E^ans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Cholson,  Glasgow, 
Gourdin,  (Jriffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hub- 
bard, Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LeflTcrts, 
Lowndes,  Lvle,  McCoy,  McKoe,  .McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Moore,  Murfree,  Nelsor,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Par- 
ker, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasant*,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udrce,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright, 
and  Yanc«y. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  it  would  not  concur 
in  this  amendment. 


The  question  on  the  other  amendment  was  also 
decided  in  the  negative. 

RIGHT  OF  EXPATRIATION. 

Mr.  Robertson  rose  to  offer  a  resolution  to  the 
House.     He  said   it  had  always  struck   him  as 
singular  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Constitu- 
tion or  the  law  which  points  out  the  manner  in 
which  one  of  the  most  important  rights  belong- 
ing to  man  in    his  social  character  is  to  be  exer- 
cised.   He  meant  the  right  of  expatriation.    Some 
provision  on   this  subject  had   become  important 
Irom  circumstances  which  have  lately  occurred, 
and  the  more  so.  because  of  the  doctrines  affect- 
ing it  which  have  recently  been  broached  in  the 
nation,  and   which,  but  a  few   years  ago,  would 
have   been  scouted  by  all  parties.     Whether  the 
right  was  denied  or  admitted,  it  was  important 
that  the  question  should  be  settled.     As  far  as  the 
subject  has  been  before  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  the  opinions  have  been  various  and  con- 
tradictory ;  as  far  as  the  subject  has  been  before 
the   courts,  they  have  decided   that  the  right  of 
expatriation  does  not  exist,  and  a  decision  more 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution    never 
was  given  in   any   court  of  the  United    States. 
He  alluded   to  the  familiar  case  of  Isaac   Wil- 
liams, decided  before  Judge  Ellsworth,  of  Con- 
necticut.    The  disposition  of  the  Legislature,  as 
far  as  manifested  by  its  acts,  was  favorable  to  the 
right  of   expatriation.      It   was    time  that  some 
definite  decision  should  take  place  in  relation  to 
it.     In   draughting  the  resolution,  he   had  gone 
upon  ttie  ground  that  the  right  of  expatriation  was 
clear,  natural,  and   inalienable,  and  required  no 
legal   provision  to  fortify  it,  otherwise  than  by 
prescribing  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  ex- 
ercised.    He  admitted   that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  did  not  directly  give  this  right ; 
neither  did  it  give  a  thousand  other  rights  which 
we  exercise  in  society.     It  did  not,  in  terms,  give 
tlie   right  to  move   beyond   the   horizon   which 
bounds  our  view;  but  no  man  doubts  the  right. 
The  Constitution,  however,  does  impliedly  give 
the  right  of  expatriation.     It  gives  a  right  to  the 
citizens  of  other  countries  to  come  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  be  naturalized  ;  a  right  which  can- 
not be  given  or  admitted  by  any  community  that 
denies  the  right  of  expatriation.     Mr.  R.  said  he 
did  not  wish  this  important  question  to  rest  merely 
on  inference.    He  wished  that  every  citizen  might 
have  it  in  his  power  to  turn  to  the  statute  books 
of  the  country,  and  show  explicitly,   when    he 
thinks  proper  to  expatriate,  that  he  had  availed 
himself  of  the  right  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
law. 

It  need  not  excite  any  alarm,  that  our  citi- 
zens will  too  freely  avail  themselves  of  the  priv- 
ilege. The  best  way  of  keeping  our  citizens  at 
home  IS  to  make  them  free  and  happy.  Odious 
must  be  the  Government  or  laws  which  make  a 
man  willing  to  leave  his  country.  But  when,  if 
ever,  his  country  deprives  him  of  his  rights,  of 
everything  desirable  to  man,  let  us  not  make  that 
country  his  prison,  but  give  him  the  power  of 
legally  removing  himself  from  beneath  its  coa- 
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Wiih  tiiese  observations,  Mr.  R.  submitled 
Jfollowin?  Jesolution  : 

Jisolved,  Thit  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
inll  the  expe(]>kncy  of  providing  by  law  for  the  exer- 
cis'jf  the  right  of  expatriation,  and  that  they  have 
IraSte  to  report  jy  bill,  or  otherwise. 

ir.  Oakle-;.  of  New  York,  made  some  re- 
Iks  which  ieere  not  very  distinctly  heard  by 
ref^torter.  He  said,  however,  that  the  resolu- 
enibraced  h  question  at  any  time  interesting. 
parucuiarJy  so  at  this  lime.  How  far  the 
t  of  expatiialion  ought  to  be  extended  was  a 
qui,  jiion  of  gr«at  impuriance.  When  it  was  con- 
sid  red.  also,  tl^at  a  nt-goliation  was  pending  with 
a  f  reign  Pow^r,  in  which  this  principle  was  in- 
voi  ed ;  and.  ^hen  it  was  considered  that  the 
Gcjernnient  njighi  find  it  necessary  to  make  con- 
ces  <0D5  on  thi|.  point,  and  to  restrict  naturaliza- 
tio'  ,  It  becam^  important  to  approach  the  ques- 
tioi  with  muc^  circumspection.  It  was  a  well 
knq  Wn  fact,  ad;  only  from  the  decision  which  the 
ger  leman  h«(f  quoted,  but  from  other  circum- 
sta  ce*  of  pubjic  notoriety,  that  there  was  a  dif- 
fer! jce  of  opinion  whether  the  right  of  expatri- 
ali  1  does  exi;*^.  Not  only  m  a  general  point  of 
vie  r,  but  fron^  the  particular  circumstances  in 
wb  |h  the  United  Stales  are  placed,  this  question 
wa  very  important.  The  adoption  of  a  resolu- 
tio;  of  this  kiod,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  in- 
qui.y  into  ihr  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
thf-fncde  of  eipairiaiion.  might,  perhaps,  becon- 
sidyed  as  establishing  the  principle  of  the  right. 
whC-h  ought  not  thuj  hastily  ro  be  settled.  He 
moled  that  th-   resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

i*r.  Grunov,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  had  endea- 
vorld  to  gel  the  tloor  to  make  a  similar  motion  to 
tha  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
Hi.  yever  cle^T  the  right,  however  willing  he 
I.  "it  be  to  gij  with  the  mover,  he  said  the  lime 
ared  to  Ijm  not  to  be  well  selected  for  a^i- 
ig  this  sul*^ect.  It  involved  questions  of  great 
:aey  as  to^foreign  nations,  and  might   it  not 
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wllcli  may  bxl  made  by  treaty  on  this  subject? 
Mr?G  wishedlthis  resolution  to  lie  on  the  lable  ; 
anJ  unless  hi^mind  >hould  change,  he  ahould  not 
Toi  l<»  take  it  *jp  again  during  the  session.  Whe- 
th*'  ot  not  It  jhoiild  be  adopted,  was  certainly  a 
ma  ter  requiridglhuch  caution  and  deliberation. 
I  Ir.  RoBERysoN  said,  the  adoption  of  the  reso 
lur  m  by  no  i^ieans  compromitted  the  House  to 
an  principle,  whatever.  The  gentlemen  who 
ba<  s|)oken  a{ipeared  lo  him  to  have  mi^>unde^- 
sto  d  ihe  effet't  of  the  resolution,  when  they  ap- 
pe;  ri'()  to  be  artarmed  le>t  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lui'  ;>n  should  lave  some  bearing  on  Great  Britain 
or  >ther  fore^n  nation.  Mr.  R.  said  he  could 
DO  conceive  ^now  our  connexions  with  foreign 
na  ons  interfjred  with  our  municipal  regulations. 
H'  kV  could  o^|r  decision,  in  relation  to  pf-rinilting 
ou|  own  citizens  to  leave  the  country.  afTr-ct  the 
quistion  in  cciiJtroversy  bflween  Un  and  Britain? 
Si»h  a  reguL.tion  could  be  no  more  complained 
olfby  the  Powers  of  Europe  than  our  Constitu- 
ti*i,  which  stcures  the  equal  rights  of  man,  and 
inj|ay  other  rights  entirely  contrary  to  the  prin- 


ciples of  those  Governments ;  and  they  would 
have  no  more  reason  to  interfere  with  the  one 
than  with  the  other.  If  the  proposition  were  for 
the  6r»l  time  agitated  to  naturalize  British  sub- 
jects, it  might  be  improper  now  to  settle  it;  but 
It  was  no  such  question,  but  merely  this:  whether 
our  citizens,  leaving  the  country,  should  be  ena- 
bled to  show  that  they  expatriated  themselves  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  said,  he  had  heard  with 
some  little  surprise  the  reasons  asi>igned  for  lay- 
ing this  resolution  on  the  table,  and  the  quarter 
from  which  they  proceeded  surprised  him  more 
than  the  doctrine  itself — that  the  resolution  ought 
not  to  pass,  lest  it  should  interfere  with  our  nego- 
tiations with  Great  Britain.  We  were  told  the 
other  day,  said  he,  that  we,  or  the  Government, 
had  struck  our  flag.  But  is  it  come  lo  this,  thnt 
we  are  afraid  lo  inquire  into  our  own  municipal 
regulations  lest  we  offend  our  enemy  ?  Under 
such  circumstances  as  this,  can  it  be  expected 
that  our  enemy  will  be  very  yielding  in  negotia- 
tion ?  Will  not  a  refusal  to  agree  to  this  resolu- 
tion be  acknowledging,  in  language  too  plain,  that 
we  are  about  to  give  up  this  point?  Will  it  not 
be  saying  we  are  ready  to  yield  them  whatever 
they  ask — in  other  words,  their  maritime  rights? 
The  question  now  before  the  House  li  merely, 
that  we  should  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  giv* 
ing  to  man  as  much  liberty  as  the  God  of  Heaven 
gave  him  at  his  birth,  and  does  not  for  a  moment 
depend  on  the  feeling  of  any  foreign  nation.  If 
we  mean  to  be  independent,  we  must  be  so  in 
whole  and  not  in  part;  we  should  maintain  our 
rights  unceasingly.  Shall  we  now  hesitate  whe- 
ther we  shall  iniju  ire  into  this  subject,  lest  it  should 
affect  the  negotiations  with  an  enemy  whom  we 
are  determined  to  light  forever  unless  she  yields? 
We  had  better  say  at  once,  that  the  Representa- 
tive branch  of  the  Government  has  become  so 
timid  that  it  dare  not  inquire  into  our  municipal 
rights  for  fear  the  enemy  should  not  like  it.  He 
would  ijot  fur  a  moment  hold  out  such  an  idea. 

Mr.  CuLPEPEB,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  this  was 
a  subject  of  importance,  and  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. He  was  of  opinion,  however  our  mu- 
nicipal regulations  might  interfere  with  those  of 
other  nations,  ii  was  the  duty  of  this  Government 
to  do  its  own  business  in  its  own  way,  and  therefore 
he  was  opposed  to  the  resolution'^  being  laid  over. 

Mr.  Oakley  professed  that  he  did  not  regard 
the  efffci  of  this  measure  on  foreign  nations,  but 
how  it  might  affect  our  own  interests;  how  far 
the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  might  throw  em- 
barrassment in  the  way  of  our  own  Government. 
Administration  might  think  proper  to  stipulate 
tlMt  it  would  not  naturalize  certain  descriptions 
of  British  subjects,  and  to  make  other  stipulations 
of  a  reciprocal  nature  with  which  this  provision 
might  interfere,  &c.  Mr.  O.  coincided  in  the 
general  idea  that  this  question  ought  to  be  set- 
tled ;  but  it  was  now  a  question  of  expediency 
whether,  pending  negotiations,  it  wa<  proper  to 
make  any  provision  on  this  subject.  For  his  part, 
he  thought  the  queslioo  ought  to  be  put  at  rest 
for  the  present. 
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Mr.  Calhodn,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  It  seemed  to  be  acknowledged  that  its 
adoption  might  have  a  tendency  to  embarrass  ne- 
gotiation. He  was  not  certain  how  far  that  idea 
might  be  correct;  but  if  by  possibility  it  could 
have  that  tendency,  its  adoption  was  surely  not 
advisable.  Mr.  C.  wished  for  time  to  reflect  on 
this  subject,  and  he  did  not  see  why  that  lime 
should  not  be  granted.  It  was  a  question  of  great 
delicacy  under  every  aspect,  and  one  which  they 
could  not  decide  affirmatively  or  negatively  with- 
out embarrassment.  A  state  of  war  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  the  best  time  for  agitating  such  a 
subject,  at  least  it  ought  not  to  be  hastily  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr,  Macon,  of  Norih  Carolina,  expressed  his 
surprise  at  the  nature  of  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  to  this  resolution.  Could  any  regu- 
lations be  made  by  treaty,  he  asked,  declaring  that 
the  peopleof  this  country  should  not  go  where  they 
pleased  ?  It  was  impossible  to  imagine  that  that 
right  could  come  in  question  in  any  negotiation 
with  foreign  Powers.  If  this  subject  was  one  of 
difficulty,  as  was  contended,  he  believed  the  sooner 
it  was  looked  lo  the  better.  But.  notwithstand- 
ing this  belief,  the  only  reason  for  departing  from 
this  general  rule  lo  vote  for  any  motion  to  lie  on 
the  table,  on  the  request  of  any  member,  was  the 
declaration  of  a  gentleman,  that  he  meant  by  that 
motion  to  put  the  question  at  rest  for  the  session. 

Mr.  Jackbon,  of  Virginia  said,  he  had  really 
been  surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  allege  that  the 
adoption  of  a  resolution,  or  passage  of  a  law  on 
this  subject,  would  have  any  possible  effect  on 
any  pending  negotiation.  If;  for  the  first  time, 
the  question  was  proposed  to  establish  the  right 
of  naturalization,  of  which  expatriation  is  the 
necessary  correlative,  then  the  expediency  of  agi- 
tating the  question  at  this  moment  might  be 
doubted.  But  the  Constitution  had  expressly  de- 
clared that  Congress  should  possess  the  power  of 
naturalization;  and  would  they  now  controvert 
the  principle  established  in  the  Constitution,  by 
denying  lo  our  own  citizens  the  right  lo  expatri- 
ate? If  foreign  nations  desire  lo  inquire  into  the 
disposition  of  the  Government  in  this  respect,  let 
them  look  into  our  charter;  they  will  find  the 
principle  of  naturalization  ingrafted  there.  This 
idea  of  expatriation  was  by  no  means  novel,  Mr. 
J.  said,  in  the  State  to  which  he  belonged — where 
there  was  an  act  of  expatriation  of  which  persons 
might  avail  themselves.  He  could  see  no  objec- 
tion to  this  proposition  at  this  time.  Indeed,  if 
this  war  continued,  of  which  all  hoped  lo  see  an 
honurable  termination,  it  was  indispensable,  with 
a  view  to  that  stale  of  things,  that  some  provi- 
sion should  be  made  on  the  subject  of  expatria- 
tion. A  citizen  going  into  Canada  and  return- 
ing, and  thus  committing  treason,  alleges,  on  de- 
tection, that  he  has  expatriated  ;  and  if  tried  as  a 
spy  of  the  enemy,  alleges  that  he  is  an  American 
citizen.  Some  regulation  was  necessary  to  pre- 
Tenl  this  collusion,  and,  whether  peace  or  war 
prevailed,  it  was  proper  that  the  question  should 
be  settled  definitively  in  some  way. 


Mr.  Calhod.n  took  advantage  of  the  latter  ar- 
gument of  Mr.  Jackson  lo  prove  the  present  inex- 
pediency of  making  such  a  provision  as  was  pro- 
posed, of  which  any  ill-disposed  citizen  might  take 
advantage  to  commit  treason,  and  escape  with  im- 
punity, by  claiming  to  have  expatriated,  merely 
because  he  had  passed  over  the  lines.  When  up 
before,  he  had  adverted  to  the  general  impression, 
that  this  si;bject  was  connected  with  our  negoti- 
ation with  Great  Britain.  And  he  could  men- 
tion to  the  gentleman  how  it  was  connected. 
Congress  had  passed  a  law  commonly  called  the 
Seamen's  bill,  one  of  the  provisions  of  which 
was,  that  on  a  reciprocal  engagement  of  any  for- 
eign Power,  neither  nation  should  employ  any 
seamen  of  the  other.  Now,  if  the  right  of  expa- 
triation be  so  perfectly  inherent,  it  is  so  in  every 
mode.  Not  only  has  the  citizen  a  right  to  depart 
from  this  country,  but  to  enter  into  any  other  ser- 
vice, notwithstanding  any  law  which  you  may 
make.  He  did  not  certainly  know  that  the  con- 
tradiction did  actually  exist  between  this  law  and 
the  measure  he  alluded  to;  but  the  doubt  was 
sufficient  10  induce  hesitation.  Believing,  as  he 
did,  that  this  proposition  had  an  important  and 
critical  bearing,  both  as  regards  the  rights  of  the 
citizen  and  as  respects  pending  negotiations,  be 
hoped  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table,  lo  afford  lime 
for  reflection. 

Mr.  Robertson  again  spoke  in  defence  of  his 
motion,  which  he  denied  could  have  any  effect 
either  to  screen  traitors,  or  affect  or  impede  nego- 
tiations, or  to  come  in  collision  with  the  Sea- 
men's bill.  He  urged  its  adoption,  as  puttino'  to 
rest  a  question  now  in  suspense,  whose  very  Im- 
portant and  doubtful  nature  (which  has  been 
urged  for  reasons  of  delay)  were  cogent  reasons 
why  it  should  be  decided  without  unnecessary 
procrastination.  Any  reasonable  delay  for  con- 
sideration he  should  not  oppose,  because  it  was 
not  necessary  the  question  should  be  decided  to- 
day or  to-morrow,  this  week  or  next  week;  but 
he  feared,  if  he  were  to  consent  to  postponement, 
he  should  not  get  the  consent  of  gentlemen  to 
take  it  up  again  at  this  session. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  observed  that  all  that 
had  been  said  of  this  motion  affecting  negotiation, 
Sec,  ought  to  have  no  effect.  To  refuse  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution  on  the  grounds  on  which 
it  had  been  opposed,  was  to  contest  that  princi- 
ple of  the  Constitution  by  which  Congress  are 
authorized  to  make  laws  relative  to  naturaliza- 
tion ;  for  it  was  a  known  truth  that  naturalization 
and  expatriation  belonged  to  the  same  subject; 
because  there  can  be  no  naturalization  without 
previous  expatriation.  The  arguments  against 
this  motion  apply  as  strongly  to  theConsiitutional 
provision  on  this  head,  which  was  just  as  likely 
as  this  motion  to  impede  negotiation.  Mr.  R. 
said  he  had  known  nothing  of  the  design  to 
bring  forward  this  motion ;  but,  having  been 
brought  before  the  House,  he  considered  it  his 
duty,  under  the  solemn  obligations  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  vote  against  any  evasion  of  it,  as  was 
proposed. 

Mr.  Fabrow,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  laying 
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t|fe  motion  op  the  table  would  not  affect  a  future  | 
d  cision  on  ii.  The  subject  never  having  before  | 
0  curred  to  \^is  mind,  were  he  now  to  give  a  vote  | 
it.  it  must!  be  at  hazard.  As  it  was  advisable  i 
Icommune  ji'urther  together  before  they  decided  i 
it,  he  waii  therefore  in  favor  of  laying  it  on  I 
table.  ! 

It.  WARqj,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  was  as 
dv  as  any  gentleman  in  the  House  to  investi- 


e  this  subji^ct,  and.  if  the  right  exists,  to  make 

voting 


tl, :  same  iirod 
olaed  Isaac  "W 
kli  the  oath  bi 
r»Teived  the  cl 
bx.fn  punishej, 


r 

g_ 

tl^  necessary*  regulations ;   but.  if  voting  to  lay 

t!  >•  rt'solulion"  on  the  table  implied  an  acknowl 

ei  ,'meatof  thrprinciplethereinassumed,  hesbould 

D'  '  vote  for  it.    The  gentleman  had  laid  down  the 

ri  M  of  expatriation  as  inalienable,  and   had  at 

tl  :  same  tim«  informed  the  House  that  a  person 

jQed  Isaac  Williaras,  notwithstanding  he  had  la- 

bf  allegiance  to  another  Power  and 

:haracter  of  a  foreign  citizen  had 

...  punisnej,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates, 
w  ih  fine  aoo,  imprisonment.  If  such  had  been 
tl,  administration  of  justice  by  a  high  tribunal, 
it  v^as  strong  evidence  to  hira  that  the  law  was 
a^  linst  the  position  the  gentleman  had  assumed  ; 
b<  rause  the  proper  guide  on  points  of  law,  where 
tij  re  was  noj!>x  scripta,  was  the  decision  of  ju- 
d(  lal  tribunals.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
h[  ^  instanced  the  law  of  that  State  giving  this 
rr  ht.  If  thei-e  was  a  law  giving  this  right  there, 
irfwas  strong-  evidence  that  there  was  no  such 
Ik 'ht  before  the  law  passed;  and,  certainly,  if 
tf  ;  right  was  inherent,  as  contended,  no  law  of 
Ci  ingress  was  necessary  to  give  it.  Mr.  W.  said 
hi  ^should  have  no  objection  to  vote  for  a  resolu- 
t*Q  which  should  bring  the  whole  question  before 
t>i»  House  ;  Lui  he  could  not  vote  for  a  resolution 
^<  )ich  assumed  the  existence  of  the  right  of  ex- 
pj  triation. 

'FLe  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
ta;  )le,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

EXTENSION  OF  ENLISTMENTS. 

The  enjjros'.ed   bill  authorizing  the  enlistment 

certain  regiments  for  five  years,  or  during  the 
•w  ir,  was  reacl  a  third  time. 

Mr.  PoTTEp  said,  he  thought  the  war  inexpe- 
i<  >ac,  and  v.'ited  against  it,  and  should  vote 
a,  linst  this  bjll,  to  raise  more  men  to  carry  it  on. 
T  lat  he  had  .been  in  hopes  the  question  would 
h  ve  been  tajten  without  debate,  at  least  on  the 
SI  e  of  the  miUiority.  That  although  he  was  op- 
pi  -ied  to  this  bill,  yet  he  thought  it  much  more 
C'  jiiable  to  :raise  soldiers,  as  was  now  contem- 
p  ited,  by  enlisting  and  givmg  a  large  bounty  to 
it  luce  then*  to  enlist  voluntarily,  and  make  the 
r;  h  pay  tha  jnoney,  than  to  adopt  the  conscrip- 
ti  e  system  proposed,  as  he  understood,  by  the 
f^'  cretary  at  VVar.  by  classing  the  whole  body  of 
iivlitiia  intoa.<  many  classes  as  there  were  soldiers 
>  jn|ing,  and  to  make  every  class  furnish  one 

ricg  the  wrjr,  or  to  haveonedraughted  from  each 
cJ  them;  wljich  would  be  the  means  of  compel- 


!■  g  the  youfig  and  very  poor  men,  to  do  all  the 
-ty  and  be^  the  burdens  of  the  war,  while  the 
ch,  and  tho^e  who  are  excused  from  doing  duty 

1'  1  the  militiA,  would  be  excused. 


He  said,  he  should  have  taken  no  part  in  this 
debate,  but  to  exonerate  himself  from  some  char- 
ges of  inconsistency,  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  McKee,)  who  said  the  mi- 
nority had  opposed  and  defeated  all  the  measures 
of  the  Administration.  That  an  embargo  was 
laid  in  1S07.  as  a  precautionary  measure,  and 
that  it  was  raised  by  opposition.  Not  so,  Mr.  P. 
said,  the  caution  was  not  necessary;  as  ihe  com- 
merce of  the  country  was  never  more  prosperous 
than  at  that  lime,  as  the  result  demonstrated  ;  as, 
out  of  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  vessels  that 
sailed  by  permission  durin:::  that  embargo,  nearly 
all  of  them  returned  in  safety  to  this  country  with 
valuable  cargoes,  and  the  risk  was  hardly  a  com- 
mon sea  risk  ;  and  as  it  respected  the  repeal  of  the 
embargo,  it  was  repealed  by  those  that  laid  it,  not 
in  consequence  of  opposition,  but  in  consequence 
of  its  reaction  upon  the  people  of  this  country, 
the  nakedness  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  indispo- 
sition to  direct  the  internal  taxes,  knowing  the 
effect  they  had  once  before  upon  the  people  of  this 
country;  and  he  said  he  believed  the  present  em- 
bargo would  be  defeated  by  its  friends,  and  for  the 
same  causes. 

The  gentleman  has  said,  that  a  bill  introduced 
into  this  House  sometime  since  by  a  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon.)  calculated 
to  give  this  country  an  advantageous  commerce, 
was  defeated  by  the  minority;  not  .so,  Mr.  P. 
said,  many  of  ihe  minority  voied  for  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  likewise  said, 
that  the  minority  voted  for  a  much  larger  army 
than  the  President  wanted,  and  then  refused  to 
vote  the  means  to  pay  them  ;  in  ibis  the  gentle- 
man is  mistaken,  as  only  two  or  three  voted  to 
raise  this  army  ;  and  they  said  that  it  had  become 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  defence. 
As  It  respected  himself,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  did  not 
vole  for  a  man,  or  a  ship,  or  cent,  nor  should  he, 
to  carry  on  this  war.  As  it  respected  the  Navy, 
he  said,  from  the  respect  he  had  for  the  officers 
with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  when  governed 
by  his  feelings,  he  felt  friendly  towards  it  on 
their  account ;  but  as  soon  as  his  reason  and  judg- 
ment reassumed  its  dominion  over  him.  he  was 
against  it  for  reasons  assigned  by  him  on  a  former 
occasion.  Mr.  P.  said,  it  would  be  found  by  ex- 
perience, that  this  nation  was  illy  suited  to  the 
purposes  of  any  other  than  a  defensive  war — its 
territory  was  extensive,  and  its  population  very 
much  scattered  over  it.  That  the  Government 
had  not  energy  lo  compel  the  citizens  of  this 
country  to  serve  in  their  fleets  and  armies  against 
their  wills,  and  for  little  or  nothing  as  in  many 
other  countries,  (and  he  hoped  they  never  would 
have ;)  and  ihe  people  were  too  well  off  to  enlist 
for  any  sum  within  the  means  of  the  nation  to 
pay  ;  for  as  long  as  a  young  man,  for  a  few  years' 
labor  with  a  farmer,  (and  who  lives  as  well  as 
the  man  that  employs  hira.)  can  get  money  suffi- 
cient to  buy  himself  land,  and  become  an  inde- 
pendent farmer,  he  will  no  longer  let  himself  out 
to  hire,  or  consent  to  be  a  mere  machine,  with- 
out any  will  of  his  own,  and  sell  himself  to  be 
whipped  and  shot  for  nothing.     Mr.  P.  said,  he 
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was  not  only  against  this  war.  considering  it  in- 
expedient, but  he  was  against  providing  any  Ad- 
ministration with  fleets,  and  armies,  and  money, 
to  be  ready  for  war  at  any  lime.  That  he  had 
found  mankind  much  the  same;  give  them  power 
and  they  abuse  it,  money  and  they  spend  it.  and 
want  more  ;  and  give  almost  any  Administration 
an  army,  navy,  and  money,  and  they  will  have 
this  country  in  war — more  especially  if  a  war  is 
to  have  the  operation  contended  for  at  this  time, 
to  prevent  all  opposition  to  those  in  power,  and 
to  preclude  all  inquiry  into  their  conduct  that 
should  have  led  to  the  war.  or  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  conducted. 

Mr.  P.  said,  if  a  stranger  should  come  into  that 
Hall,  unacqnainted  wilh  the  Constitution  of  this 
country,  he  would  suppose,  from  the  confession 
of  the  majority,  that  the  minority  governed,  as 
they  are  charged  with  raising  the  embargo,  with 
preventing  laws  from  being  passed,  with  prevent- 
ing Great  Britain  from  doing  us  justice,  and  pre- 
Tenting  our  Administration  from  chastising  of 
them; — (hat  the  minority  made  the  war.  have 
prevented  enlistments  and  loans,  have  divided 
the  country,  have  prevented  the  conquest  of  Can- 
ada, and  are  the  means  of  continuing  the  war  ; — a 
very  strong  minority  indeed  to  have  more  power 
at  home,  and  more  influence  abroad,  than  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  nation  ! 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  was  noi  only  the  right  but  the 
duty  of  the  majority  to  govern — they  ought  to 
be  true  to  themselves  and  just  to  the  nation — to 
lay  down  their  course  and  pursue  it.  as  became 
the  Representatives  of  a  free  people,  without 
turning  to  the  right  or  left,  as  on  them  rests  all 
the  responsibility.  They  have  the  voluntary  aid 
of  their  own  friends,  and  the  Constitutional  con- 
trol of  the  whole.  They  have  the  command  of 
the  sword  and  purse-strings  of  the  nation  ;  and  if 
they  have  not  ability  to  devise  a  system  of  meas- 
ures, stability  to  persevere  in,  and  energy  suffi- 
cient to  execute  them,  they  ought  not  to  find  fault 
with  the  minority.  Mr.  P.  said  ii  was  honorable 
in  any  man.  in  favor  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion, and  who  thought  this  war  not  only  expedi- 
ent, but  for  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  country. 
to  loan  his  money,  and  render  his  personal  ser- 
vice in  its  support;  while  it  is  ihe  duty  of  the 
minority  to  submit  to  the  laws  made  agreeably 
to  the  Constitution.  The  majority  have  no  right 
to  expect  from  them  anything  more  than  a  Con- 
stitutional support  to  the  war.  by  paying  what- 
ever may  be  required  of  them  in  common  with 
others,  as  they  believe  this  war  inexpedient,  and 
destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  P.  said,  the  Administration  never  had  been 
obstructed  or  impeded  by  opposition.  It  had  been 
by  ilieir  own  divisions  and  jealousies,  as  well  in 
the  Cabinet  as  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  by  defalcations  of  many  large 
States,  who  had  promised  much  and  done  very 
little.  That  the  minority  never  had  made  an  un- 
reasonable opposition,  nor  would  it  be  in  their 
power,  if  they  were  so  disposed,  as  ihe  majority 
can  pass  any  law  they  please,  and  whenever  they 
please.     Mr.  P.  said,  if  the  President  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  wilh  his  means  of  information,  could 
not  have  selected  from  his  political  and  personal 
friends  four  gentleman  having  the  same  general 
and    political   interest   wilh    himself   that  could 
agree  with   him   in   his  measures— and   the  war 
party  in  the  Senate  and   House   of  Representa- 
tives would  not  agree  with  each  other,  advocat- 
ing the  same  interest — how  could  they  expect  the 
minority   to  agree  wilh  them?     They  have  no 
rieht  to  expect  a  thing  so  unreasonable.     Mr.  P. 
asked,  what  had  become  of  ihe  Cabinet  he  saw  a 
few  years  since?     Where  were  the  late  Secre- 
taries of  State.  War.  and  the  Navy  ?    And  from 
whence  came   Turreau's   letter,  but  from   their 
own  divisions?   And  he  said  the  present  Cabinet 
seemed  to  him  to  be  made  of  discordant  materials 
and  if  the  public  should   hear  something  from' 
some  of  them,  at  some  future  day,  he  should  not 
be  surprised.     Mr.  P.  said,  it  was  convenient  for 
the  majority  to  lay  all  the  misfortunes  and  dis- 
tresses of  the  country,  occasioned  by  their  own 
divisions.jealousies.  defalcations,  and  misconduct, 
to  the   minority  ;    but   it  was   unjust  in  the  ex- 
treme— they  did  not  deserve  it— they  had  not  de- 
ceived them— they  had  promised  them  nothing. 
But  It  IS  now  said,  that  the  nation  was  in  war, 
and  that  the  minority  ought  not  to  find  fault,  but 
to  join  in  prosecuting  it.     This,  to  be  sure,  is  an 
excellent   doctrine    for    those    in    power.     How 
would  this  reasoning  have  sounded  in  the  ears  of 
the  minority,  in  the  year  1798.  when  they  were 
opposing  all  the  measures  of  Administration,  on 
account  of  loans,  taxes,  armies,  and  war?     The 
Opposition   did  not  then  believe  that  as  soon  as 
war  should  be  made  that  their  mouths  were  to  be 
shut,  and   that  they  must  then  act  against  their 
wills  and  better  judgment,  and  support  the  Ad- 
ministration;  and  believe  that  to  be  right,  then 
that  they  knew  in   their  own  consciences  to  be' 
wrong    before.     This    principle,  once  admitted, 
puts  an  end  to  all  opposition  ;  and  when  the  party 
in    power,  by  their  mismanagement,  shall  have 
forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  people,  they  will 
have  nothing  to  do  in  future  but  lo  declare  war 
against  any  nation  with  or  without  cause,  and 
perpetuate  themselves  in  power. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  I.ngersoll.)  <hat  oppo- 
sition in  this  country  was  different  from  that  in 
England— that  there  it  was  against  iheKingand 
Ministry,  but  here  it  was  against  the  people.  Mr. 
P.  said  lie  would  ask  if  tlie  opposition  in  this 
country,  in  the  years  1798.  1799.  and  1800,  against 
the  then  Administration  for  loans,  taxes,  and  war 
was  for  or  against  the  people?  And  if  for  the' 
people,  then,  how  much  more  must  it  be  in  their 
favor  now,  in  opposing  the  same  measures  in  a 
much  greater  degree.  That  Administration  had 
not  the  benefit  of  experience,  and  did  not  under- 
stand financiering  as  well  as  the  present.  They 
created  an  eight  per  cent,  stock,  and,  as  he  had 
understood,  sold  it  above  par.  The  present  cre- 
ates a  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  sell  it  under  par, 
getting  about  eighty-eight  dollars  for  an  hun- 
dred—making the  interest  about  the  same,  losing 
in  principal  what  they  save  in  interest.     At  that 
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as  soSiiers,  and   ihey  were  mostly  so  old, 
^  id  many  so-large,  an  array  of  soldiers  in  wagons. 


iitie  an  io^ividuai  in  §[ood  credit  had  frequently 
0  ^ive  tw*^ve  per  centum  per  annum  for  money. 
\t  the  prei-cnt,  such  a  person  can  hire  money  for 
ess  than  \\»\i  ihat  premium.     At  that  lime  we 
ad  an  artnjj-  of  about  5,000  men,  and  hired  about 
i;5,p00.000.  i  At  this  time  we  are  to  hare  an  army 
f  70,000  nien,  and  conterapl.ile  borrowing  S>30,- 
00,000  for  .this  year.     If.  therefore,  the  opposi- 
on  to  the  -Administration   in   1798  was  in  favor 
li"  the  pooplj',  most  assuredly  this  must  be. 
\  But  somif  say  that  as  war  is  now  declared  by 
lie  constitiited  authorities,  that  whatever  may 
ave  been  t»ie  opinion  of  the  minority  as  to  the 
:  xp«diency  jjf  the  war,  that  they  ought  to  cease 
leir  opposition,  and  join  to  carry  it  on.     Noth- 
:  .g  more  frequent  and  cheap  than  advice,  and  it 
J  L'ni'rally  p»-.sed,  when  unasked,  for  what  it  was 
1  ,'orth.     Buf,  Mr.  P.  a^ked,  what  they  expected 
f  om  them,  ix  what  they  would  have  them  to  do 
t  iore  than   laey  did?     The  majority  would   not 
r  ke   their  a^jlvice.     They  had  as  much  of  their 
>'  ,oiiey  as  th!ey  wanted,  and  their  support  to  the 
\-Wi,.    Theyi did  not  want  them  for  officers;  they 
^  )uW  do  no  more  for  them,  unless  they  should 

q  ,  well  as  cf)5.cers,  would  not  only  be  very  expen- 
1  re.  but  wojild  make  a  ludicrous  appearance. 

Mr.  P.  sajil  the  minority  was  not  wanted  to 
a  J  ^n  makii|ff  pledges  of  life,  fortune,  and  sacred 
li>n()r;  thisyidministration  had  already  suffered 
I  having  |oo  much  of  these  commodities  on 
I  ind ;  they  would  not  make  soldiers  of  them; 
li  .r  was  it  a^currency  to  pay  them  ;  it  was  any- 
l  in?,  every^ihing,  and  nothing.  The  minority 
\^t^  not  wajxted  to  help  to  make  laws;  the  ma- 
j  rity  can  c^o  that  whenever  they  please;  and 
\  hep  they  make  laws  they  ought  to  enforce 
t  enj»,  and  whenever  they  cease  to  enforce  them, 
c  stiffer  an;  violation  or  breaches  in  them,  it  is 
a  I  ^cknowh  dgment  in  them  that  they  never 
t  igfet  to  toljave  been  passed,  and  they  ought  to 
L|-  immediatt^y  repealed. 

As   it   re-^ected  opposition,    Mr.   P.    said,   he 
li  »pcd  alwajf^  to  see  one,  let  who  would    be  in 
i:  iwer.     Hej Considered    them   the  sentinels  and 
i  .ends  of  th.»i  people,  and  he  never  wished  to  see 
a  majority  of  more  than  ten  in  that  House,  and 
I  enjsix  nonjst  men  might  ."■ave  the  nation.     He 
s  idj  in  propqrtion  to  the  strength  of  the  majori- 
t  ,  hfe  believeil  the  liberties  of  the  peo[)le  in  dan- , 
^  ;r,  and  he  ;tpought  they  had  more  to  fear  from  I 
a  lew  violen^,  men,  in  a  majority,  who  condemn  I 
a  id  .  proscri|«^   the   moderate   men   of  their  own  j 
\  >rty,  than  ^pm  an  Opposition.     When  the  ma- 
Jfrity  is  large,  if  a  few  moderate,  well-disposed 


•       *'  w»    .  '      —  — • 

l!  en,  who  h»)re  independence  to  judge  for  them 

s  Ivrs,  and  v^hose  integrity  has  placed  them  above  ! 

t   e  feach  of  their  party  feelings,  and  who,  from 

J)  inciple,  wfljl  not  go  all  lengths  with  the  most 

V  olent  of  th*  party,  are  proscribed   by  the  party 

I  're.  and  deiiounctd  at  home,  and  more  violent 

h  en  sent  it*  their  room  ;  from  such  a  course  of 

c  nduct  the  people  have  much  to  fear.     But  if 

t|e  majority  is  small,  from  the  influence  of  a  few 

i*od  men,  ifje  nation  has  much  to  hope. 


Mr.  P.  said,  as  it  respected  the  war,  it  wait  not 
occasioned  by  opposition  ;  it  was  brought  about 

by  newspapers,  by  public  excitement,  by  high 
party  men,  in  and  out  of  that  House;  by  many 
I  who  expected  appointments,  and  who  were  now 
enjoying  them  ;  by  resolves  of  public  meetings, 
and  resolutions  of  democratic  Legislatures,  pledg- 
ing their  lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  honor,  to  the 
Administration,  to  aid  in  prosecuting  the  war- 
those  were  the  measures  that  had  brought  this 
country  into  its  present  situation.  And  if  the 
Administration  should  now  be  compelled  to  make 
a  dishonorable  peace,  they  will  not  be  driven  to 
It  by  opposition,  but  by  their  pretended  friends, 
who  have  done  much  to  get  them  into  their  pres- 
ent difficulties,  and  will  do  very  little  to  help 
them  out  of  them. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  it  had  been  said  in  that  House 
that  this  war  was  growing  more  popular  every 
day,  and   that   the  elections   in  New  York  and 
other   places  are  evidences   of  that   fact.     This 
was  one  of  those  Slates  from  which  the  Admin- 
istration had  much  to  expect;  he  had  understood 
that   the   Governor  of  that   State    had  received 
from  the  United  States  upwards  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  which   he   presumed    he  must 
have  received  as  Paymaster  General  of  the  Mili- 
tia of  that  State — as  he  could  not  have  received 
it  for  any  other  purpose— an  officer  not  known  in 
the  law.     The  law,  he  believed,  knew  no  other 
than  a  Paymaster  General,  and  district  paymas- 
ters, who  were  obliged  to  give  bond  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duty.     He  said  txe  should 
fje  very  glad  to  know  for  what  purpose  this  sum 
of  money  was  advanced  to  that  State,  and  why 
it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  and 
in  what  capacity  he  received  it  ?     Was  it  for  the 
conquest  of  Canada  by  the  militia  of  that  State? 
If  so,  Mr.  P.  had  not  heard  of  one  of  them  cross- 
ing the  line  the  last  campaign.     Was  it  for  the 
protection  and  defence  of  the  extensive  and  de- 
fenceless  frontier  of  that   State?     If  so,  let  the 
inhabitant."  of  those  villages,  who  have  fled  for 
safety,  by  the  light  of  the  fire  of  their  own  dwell- 
ings, testify  with  what  fidelity  it   had    been  ex- 
pended.    Mr.    P.  said    he  had   not  heard  of  this 
Captain  General,  and  Paymaster  General  of  the 
Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York,  very  near  the 
lines,  either  for  the  purpose  of  invasion  or  pro- 
tection.    Mr.  P.  said  he  had  understood  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  required  from 
the  State  of  New  York,  the  last  campaign,  fif- 
teen hundred  men;  that  the  Governor,  in  order 
to  be  certain  of  that  nutnber.  ordered   out  five 
thousand.     What  number  of  those  he  got  to  the 
lines  is  uncertain;  but.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  under- 
stood that  not  one  could  be  got  to  cross  into  Can- 
da  ;  their  patriotism  did  not  carry  them  beyond 
the  lines  of  their  own  country.     He   presumed 
those  were  some  of  the  men  who  approve  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Administration,  and  are  willing 
to  support  the  war  by  voting,  when  it  costs  nei- 
ther blood  nor  money. 

Mr.  P.  said,  as  those  voting  patriots  had  but 
little  to  apprehend  this  Winter,  and  as  it  is  neces- 
sary to  show  their   willingness   to   render  their 
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usual  support  to  the  Administration,  they  have 
already  begun  to  send  in  their  usual  contributions 
of  approbation,  of  empty  pledges  and  promises  in 
support  of  the  Administration,  to  aid  them  in 
prosecuting  the  war;  and,  as  the  citizens  of  the 
great  State  of  New  York  are  not  willing  to  be  less 
patriotic  than  those  of  other  States,  a  part  of  her 
citizens  have  begun,  by  an  address  laid  on  the 
table  a  few  days  since,  approving  of  the  war  and 
embargo,  as  he  understood  it,  and  requesting  the 
Administration  to  raise,  or  accept  of  the  services 
of  forty  thousand  volunteers,  which  they  say 
would  insure  the  conquest  of  Canada  without 
fighting.  A  very  humane  project,  indeed!  But 
those  men  are  not  to  be  holdeo  to  march  to  con- 
quest, if  that  number  should  not  be  complete; 
thirty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  would  not  answer.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  his 
doubts  whether  such  humane,  benevolent  men. 
who  expected  to  drive  a  brave  people  from  their 
firesides  and  families,  and  to  conquer  a  country 
without  fighting,  would  stand  the  shock  of  the 
sound  of  the  bugle  horn  any  better  than  some 
others  had  on  a  former  occasion  ;  at  least  he  ap- 
prehended they  would  have  some  Constitutional 
scruples  in  crossing  the  line. 

Mr.  P.  said,  as  there  had  been  much  specula- 
tion as  to  the  time  and  expense  of  conquering 
Canada ;  and  as  there  was  no  better  way  to  judge 
of  what  was  to  come  than  by  what  had  passed, 
perhaps  some  of  the  friends  of  the  Governor  of 
the  Stale  of  New  York  would  now  solve  the 
question.  He  would  therefore  ask,  if  for  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  he  could  not  get  one  man 
to  cross  into  Canada  the  last  campaign,  how 
much  money  will  it  cost,  and  how  long  time  will 
it  take  to  conquer  the  country  7 

Mr.  P.  asked  why  money  had  not  been  ad- 
vanced to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  pay  their 
militia,  as  well  as  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  7 
They  certainly  had  done  much,  and  the  State 
had  been  at  great  expense.  It  could  not  be  that 
the  State  of  Virginia  were  so  loyal  that  they  did 
not  want  their  pay;  and  it  could  not  be  possible 
that  this  large  sum  should  have  been  advanced 
to  the  Governor  of  New  York,  because  they  were 
not  as  much  so.  But  the  greatest  Personage  that 
ever  was  upon  earth,  said  he  did  not  come  to  call 
the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance. 

It  had  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Ingersoll.)  that  a  very  great  portion 
of  the  people  of  that  State  was  in  favor  of  the 
Administration,  and  in  support  of  the  war;  and 
that  the  majority  in  that  State,  in  favor  of  the 
war.  would  more  than  overbalance  the  majorities 
in  all  the  States  opposed  to  it;  and  that  that  State 
■was  great  at  a  dead  lift,  meaning,  as  Mr.  P.  sup- 
posed, at  voting.  He  said  he  would  be  glad  to 
be  informed,  with  such  a  large  disposable  force, 
how  many  militia  they  had  sent  across  the  lines 
to  conquer  Canada.  He  said  he  believed  not  one. 
He  believed  they  would  make  a  better  fight  at  an 
election  than  in  the  field,  and  would  be  a  suitable 
force  for  some  of  our  Generals  to  command  who 
had  been  recommended  to  office  more  for  their 
skill  at  the  polls  than  their  dexterity  in  the  field. 


and  more  because  they  wanted  office,  and  lived 
in  large  States,  than  because  they  were  fit  for 
them.  But  as  great  as  this  State  may  be  thought 
at  a  dead  lift,  they  have,  as  well  as  New  York, 
proved  to  lie  a  dead  weight  on  the  Administra- 
tion, and  have  hung  like  a  millstone  about  their 
necks;  and  although  much  fault  had  been  found 
with  the  Administration  about  the  prosecution 
of  the  war.  for  his  part,  with  such  help  as  they 
bad.  he  felt  more  to  pity  than  to  find  fault  with 
them. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  was  at  all  times  willing  to  do 
justice  to  those  States  whose  conduct  in  the  war 
had  corresponded  with  their  professions  in  mak- 
ing it;  and  he  thought  the  State  of  Kentucky 
had  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of 
the  Administration  ;  and  Mr.  P.  said,  he  believed 
they  had  lost  more  men,  and  had  undergone  more 
hardships,  sufferings,  and  fatigue,  without  the 
limits  of  their  own  Stale,  than  all  the  States  in 
favor  of  the  war  besides,  and,  in  this  respect,  had 
done  themselves  honor. 

As  it  respected  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Mr.  P. 
said  his  constituents  did  not  want  it;  and  they 
could  not  be  made  to  understand  how  the  inva- 
sion of  Canada  protected  their  rights  on  the  wa- 
ter, more  especially  as  they  were  made  to  aban- 
don all  their  usual  pursuits  on  the  water,  and  the 
whole  seacoast  was  left  unprotected   while  this 
invasion  was  going  on.     They  do  not  want  it. 
If  Great  Britain  would  give  it  to  us  without  fight- 
ing, it  would  cost  us  more  than  it  is  worth.    Mr. 
P.  said   that  we  already  had  a  territory  so  exten- 
sive, with  such  diversity  of  soil  and  climate,  the 
manners  and  habits  of  our  population  so  difllerenl 
that  the  cords  of  the  present  Constitution  were 
hardly   sufficiently   strong   to   bind   us   together. 
He  said,  as  he  wished  most  sincerely  the^union 
and  integrity  of  the  States  to  be  preserved,  he 
did   not  wish  additional   territory.     Besides,  said 
he.  it  now  answered  a  valuable  purpose  to  the 
Eastern  States;  although  there  were  many  re- 
spectable and   valuable    inhabitants   in    Canada, 
yet  it  answered   the  same  purpose  to  the  Eastern 
States  as  Botany  Bay  did  to  Great  Britain.   The 
only  difference  was  that,  in  England,  they  were 
sent  away  after  conviction,  and.  m  this  country, 
they  ran  away  to  avoid  it;  and,  for  his  part,  he 
said,  he  was  willing  to  dispense  with  the  services 
of  such  men  as  Burroughs,  Bidwell.  and  Gannett, 
in  future. 

Mr.  P.  said,  if  the  object  of  this  war  was  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  the  Administration  ought  to 
have  came  out  openly  and  honestly,  and  avowed 
it.  as  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Fisk) 
wished  them  to  do  when  war  was  declared,  and 
have  pledged  themselves  to  the  Canadians  that 
they  would  not  lay  down  their  arms  until  it  was 
effected,  and  that  they  should  not  be  delivered  up 
on  a  future  peace.  The  Canadians  would  then 
have  had  something  to  depend  upon  ;  but  now 
many  have  been  seduced  from  their  alletriance, 
and  have  been  delivered  up  immediately,  to  the 
ruin  of  themselves  and  families,  while  others 
have  quit  their  estates,  and,  with  their  families 
have  come  to  this  country  for  protection  and  sup^ 
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port,  and  Vnust  be  thrown  as  paupers  upon  this 

;   nation.     ; 

,      Mr.  p.  ;said,  he  was  now  in   hopes   that   this 
''■  kiind  of  ariificial  excitement,  by  addresses,  resolu- 
iion5.  and  pledges,  that  had  done  much  mischief 
under  a  fovmer  Adminiitraiion,  under  pretence  of 
conviocin^i  foreign   nations  that  we  were  not  a 
divided  pt-ople,  and  which  he  said  had  been  made 
\  great  use  of  for  the  same  purpose  lately  under  the 
present,  ha^  done  no  service  abroad,  and  much 
rtischief  ai  home,  as  it  had  a  great  influence  in 
■producing  i  the   present   slate  of   things   in    this 
icouDtry,  and  he  said  he  hoped  if  it  ever  had  an 
improper  iptluence,  that  it  would  no  longer  pre- 
"  Vent  the  Administration  from  seizing  the  drst 
oppcrtuniiy  to  make  peace;  and  he  said  he  be- 
licred  ihjjt  peace  was  the  pre.sent  object  of  ihe 
President  of  the  United    States.     That   he  had 
, found  out  that  good  voting  would  answer  at  elec- 
■  tiucs;  that  pledges  of  lite,  fortune,  and   honor. 
;would  answer  pending  negotiation,  but  in  a  war 
that  inust4»e  carried  on  by  old-fashioned  fighting 
^they  must  have  men  and  money.     One  great  rea- 
.son,   which   induced   him  to  believe  we   should 
have  peace,  was,  that  all  the  causes  which  it  was 
evcer  contcjnplated  going   to  war  for  were  now 
removed.    iThey  were  only  two,  as  he  had  under- 
stood— theattack  upon  the  Chesapeake  and  the 
Orders   in  ICounf  il.     The  first  was  an  insult  of 
such  a  nature,  that  there  was  but  one  opinion  ;  a 
general  bu^st  of  indignation  and  resentment  per- 
vaded all  jjarties  in  the  United  States,  and  such 
was  the   )>jpular  feeling  at   the   time,  that  the 
President  thought  it  prudent  to  refuse  the  terms 
of  accommodation  otfered  by  the  British  Minis- 
ter, Mr.  Rpse,  which  were  afterwards  offered  and 
faccepted.  and  the  business  settled.     The  Orders 
iin  Council,  at  the  time  war  was  declared,  was 
llhe  princijial  cause  of  the  war,  and  they  were  re- 
Xmoved  about  the  time  of  its  commencement ;  ana 
▼when  thai-  fact  was  made  known  to  this  Govern- 
^ment,  by   Admiral    Warren,   and  a   negotiation 
^proposed,  it  was  then  refused  by  the  Administra- 
tion.    Perhaps  popular  feeling,  by  artificial  ex- 
citement, would  not  at  that  tune  have  acquies- 
ced in  it ;  but,  after  that  had  subsided,  about  the 
same  oife^   by  the  British  Minister  is    now  ac- 
;cepted. 

Mr.  P.  snid,  we  were  continuing  the  war  when 

the  causei^  were  removed  ;  the  war  was  now  con- 

[tinued  for  the  right  the  English  claim  to  search 

'.our  ships  for   their  own  men,  and   the  frequent 

^aliuse  of  ihat   right  by  taking  ours.     This  has. 

under  every  Administration,  been  a  subject  of 

negotiatioi)  and  controversy;  but  he  believed  no 

one  ever  contemplated  going  to  war  for  that  only ; 

and.  as  an'  evidence  of  that  fact,  Mr.  P.  said  he 

believed  t^at  that  subject  was  not  mentioned   in 

the  arrangj-'ment  made  with  the  British  Minister, 

Mr.   Erskune,  nor  was  it   mentioned  in  a   letter 

from  Mr.  ^Vlotifo*^  lo  Mr.  Adams,  our  Minister  in 

2Russia.  dijted  July   1st,  1812,  only  fifteen  days 

Tafter    the  tdeclaration   of  war.     The    Orders   in 

Council.  And  them  only,  were  assigned  as  the 

cause  of  it^e  war.  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 

extract  of -.that  letter : 


"  DiPA«TiiEiTT  or  Stati,  July  1,  1812. 

"8i»:  On  the  18th  ultimo  a  declaration  of  war 
against  Great  Britain  pasited  Congress  ;  of  which,  of 
the  President's  Message,  and  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House  of  KepreaentaUves 
leading  to  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you 
copies. 

"You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  causes  which 
produced  this  result  to  require  any  explanation  of 
them.  As  it  appeared  that  Great  Britain  would  not 
revoke  her  Orders  in  Council,  on  the  just  grounds  on 
which  it  was  claimed,  but  enlarged  the  conditions  on 
which  she  professed  her  willingness  to  revoke  them,  there 
remained  no  honorable  course  for  the  United  States  to 
pursue  short  of  war.  On  full  consideration  of  all  cir- 
cumstances, this  measure  was  adopted,  and  the  Gov* 
ernment  is  resolved  to  pursue  it,  till  its  objects  are 
accomplished,  with  the  utmost  decision  and  activity  in 
its  power." 

Mr,  P.  said,  when  he  reflected  on  the  objects 
for  which  the  war  was  now  continued,  and  the 
blood  and  treasure  it  cost  the  nation,  it  caused 
him  many  unpleasant  sensations.  He  said  when 
he  saw  that  the  expenses  of  this  and  the  last 
year  would,  in  all  probability,  be  upwards  of 
ninety  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the  State  he 
represented  would  have  to  pay  upwards  of  one 
million  of  it.  with  their  proportion  of  the  previous 
debt  of  the  United  States,  with  the  present  Stale 
debt,  contracted  in  the  last  war.  together  with 
the  expense  of  supporting  the  State  government 
by  direct  taxes,  he  could  but  view  his  constituents 
as  in  a  very  deplorable  situation.  But  it  has 
been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Ingersoll.)  that  this  would  be  a  blessed 
war,  notwithstanding  all  our  sufferings  and  sac- 
rifices, if  it  answered  no  other  purpose  than  to 
fix  a  [lermanenl  system  of  direct  and  internal 
taxes  on  the  people.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  why  it  was  necessary  to  have  war, 
to  fix  this  system  upon  the  people,  unless  war 
was  expected  to  furnish  an  army  to  do  things 
that  could  not  be  done  without.  Nlr.  P.  said,  for 
himself  and  his  constituents,  he  protested  against 
being  blessed  with  such  a  system  of  taxes. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  saying,  that  whatever  may 
have  been  his  opinion  of  the  war.  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  had  been  carried  on,  that  he 
should  support  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
nation,  and  render  a  Constitutional  support  to 
the  war.  by  submitting  to  the  laws,  and  paying 
his  taxes,  and  he  should  so  advise  his  constitu- 
ents, and  wait  with  impatience  for  better  time.". 

Mr.  Wheato.n.— Mr.  Speaker:  Although  a 
majority  of  this  House  thought  fit  to  decline  con- 
sidering a  resolution  introduced  a  few  days  ago 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(.Mr.  Gaston.)  affording  a  more  appropriate 
ground  on  which  the  great  subjects  of  war  and 
peace  might  receive  a  Uee  and  candid  discussion, 
yet  I  think  the  minority  may  acknowledge  some 
obligation  to  the  majority  in  permitting  such  an 
extensive  range  as  has  been  gone  into  by  gentle- 
men on  both  sides,  in  debating  the  question  of  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  and  that  obligation  I  shall 
feel  with  peculiar  sensibility,  if  indulged  but  for 
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a  few  moments,  in  making  some  remarks  upon  it ' 
myself,  knowing,  as  1  do.  that  they  have  assumed  i 
the  power,  whenever  they  shall  have  the  will,  by  I 
the  application  of  the  prerious  question,  to  strike  ' 
this  whole  assembly  in  an  instant  dumb.  | 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  ■ 
because  its  professed  object,  and  no  doubt  its  real  I 
object.  IS  to  give  support  and  continuance  to  the  j 
war  in  which  the  Government  of  this  country  is  I 
at  present  so  unfortunately  engaged.  In  the  jus- 1 
lice  of  this  war,  at  its  commencement,  I  never  I 
boasted  any  very  strong  faith  ;  of  its  expediency  ■ 
I  always  doubted,  and  now  further  to  progress  in  1 
it,  1  think  would  be  not  only  impolitic,  but  wicked,  i 

I  do  not  pretend  that  the  people  of  this  country  ' 
had  sustained  no  injuries  from  the  contending  na-  | 
lions  of  Europe.     From  Great   Britain  we  had  j 
suffered  some,  and  from  France   infinitely  more. 
Great  Britain  had  captured  some  of  our  property;  i 
France  had  added  insult  to  her  robberies  ;  France  i 
therefore  should  have  been  included  in  our  dec-  | 
laration  of  war,  if  it  had  been  proper  for  us  to  go  I 
to  war  with  either.     In  commencing  war  agfainst  I 
Great  Britain  at  the  time  that  we  did.  we  were, 
in  my  opinion,  unjust  to  ourselves,  and  faithless 
to  our  engagement."".     While  professing  to  be  im-  ' 
partial,  in  tins  we  did  an  act  of  great  partiality  ; 
for,  after  passing  a  number  of  years  in  bitter  but 
fruitless  complaints  against  the  Governments  of 
both  those  nations,  Congress  did.  on   the  1st  day 
of  May,  1810,  pass  a  law,  a  law  which  after  times  i 
and  circumstances  have  proved  to  have  been  most  1 
unwise  and  impolitic,  whereby  v/e  did,  impliedly  ' 
at  least,  engage  that  if  neither  of  them  should  re-  , 
scind  or  repeal  their  obnoxious  orders  or  decrees, 
we  would  do  no  more  than  complain,  or.  if  we  did,  | 
that  our  resentment  should    be    turned    equally  j 
against  both  ;  but  that  if  one  of  them  should  re-  I 
scind.  we  would  allow  the  other  three  months  to  j 
deliberate  on    the  expediency  of  rescinding  also,  i 
before  we  would  put  ourselves  in  an  attitude  of  i 
resistance  against   the  one  that  should  refuse  or  | 
neglect  so  to  do.     This  was  done  to  try  the  sin-  ' 
eerily  of  each  of  those  Governments,  who  had  i 
each  professed  that  their  orders  and  decrees  were  j 
merely  retaliatory  upon  the  other,  and  that  they  ' 
should  cease  on  one  side,  whenever  they  should  j 
be  revoked  on  the  other.  Of  this  law  France  took 
ihe  advantage,  and.  operating  on  the  credulity  of 
our  Administration,  induced  them  to  lake  prom- 
ises for  realities,  and  thus  inveigled  them  into  a 
war  with  Great  Britain.     Great  Britain  had  not 
the  three  months,  as  allowed  her  by  that  law,  in 
which  to  repeal  her  orders.     For  it  will  not  now 
be  pretended   that  the   French  decrees  were  re- 
voked, in  fact,  until  April,  1811,  nor  until,  by  pass- 
ing ihe  non-imporiation  act,  we  had  manifested 
a    disposition    of    determined    hostility    towards 
Great   Britain,    in    consequence   of  which     the 
French  revoking  decree  was  professedly  issued  ; 
nor  was   that   revoking  decree   made   known  to 
Great  Britain  nor  even  to  our  Minister  in  France 
until  within  about  a  month  of  our  declaration  of 
war;  and  the  British  Orders  in  Council  were  re- 
pealed very  soon  after  information  of  that  act  of 
the  French  Government  was  received.    The  con- 


clusion therefore,  is,  that  we  did  not  act  with  good 
faith  in  making  the  declaration  of  war  at  the  time 
It  was  declared,  and  consequently  it  was  unjust. 
That  the  declaration  of  war,  at  the  time  it  was 
made,  was  highly  inexpedient,  a  consideration  of 
the  state  of  things  in  our  own  country  and  in  the 
world,  at  that  period,  and  a  number  of  years  im- 
mediately preceding  it.  must  force  conviction 
upon  every  reasonable  mind.  Out  of  the  wars  in 
Europe  grew  all  the  mischiefs  of  which  we  com- 
plained. France  issued  her  decrees  to  destroy  or 
obstruct  thecommerce  of  Great  Britain,  and  Great 
Britain  issued  her  Orders  in  Council  to  weak- 
en or  retard  the  war  operations  of  France  ;  and 
thus,  while  both  those  nations  were  trying  which 
could  do  the  other  the  most  harm,  they  both  did 
harm  to  us;  but  this  harm  to  us.  as  it  grew  out 
of.  so  it  must  have  terminated  with  their  wars. 
And,  in  the  meantime,  from  those  very  wars,  so 
unprofitable  to  them,  we  were  reaping  advan- 
tages vastly  more  than  sufficient  to  balance  all 
the  evils  and  inconveniences  we  suffered  from 
them.  The  commerce  of  this  country,  after  de- 
ducting all  the  losses  occasionally  sustained  by 
British  or  French  captures,  was  producing  an 
aggregate  of  profit  far  beyond  what  we  had  ever 
enjoyed  before,  and  beyond  what  we  could  expect 
to  enjoy  when  the  stale  of  things  of  which  we  so 
much  complained  should  be  changed.  Was  it 
then  wise  in  us  to  bring  curses  upon  ourselves 
when  in  the  lap  of  blessing;  to  abandon  at  once 
such  a  state  of  "  successful  experiment."  because 
we  had  not  obtained  an  entire  exemption  from 
the  evils  inseparable  from  the  present  state  of 
man,  and  plunge  ourselves  into  a  destructive  war 
that  must  necessarily  destroy  much  positive  good 
that  we  actually  enjoyed,  and  at  the  same  time 
increase  for  ihe  present,  without  affording  any 
prospect  of  ever  diminishing,  those  very  evils  ? 
How  much  better  would  it  have  been  for  us, 
while  all  Europe  were  in  arms,  to  have  preserved 
a  cour.se  of  impartial  neutrality,  as  recommended 
by  the  great  Washington,  and  not  have  become 
a  parly  to  their  wars?  Thus  we  should  have 
continued  to  have  thrived  upon  their  calamities; 
should  soon  have  been  able  to  discharge  our  na- 
tional debt,  and  still  have  our  treasury  full,  and 
our  country  in  universal  prosperity  ;  and  then  we 
should  be  able  suitably  to  resent  a  denial  of  our 
just  claims  by  any  nation  upon  the  globe.  But, 
instead  of  pursuing  this  wise  and  prudent  course 
of  policy,  as  if  tired  of  prosperity,  we  shackled 
and  restrained  our  very  profitable  commerce  by 
acts  of  embargo  and  non-intercourse,  until  our 
public  funds  were  exhausted,  and  many  of  our 
citizens  reduced  from  affluence  to  poverty  ;  and 
then  rushed  precipitately  into  a  war  against  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  in  the  world  without 
previous  preparation,  and  which  now  cannot  be 
carried  on  without  intolerable  taxation  upon  the 
people.  Ijdeed,  its  ill  success  hitherto  but  too 
well  shows  how  unadvisedly  it  was  begun  ;  and 
now  to  continue  it,  would  not  only  be  bringing 
misery  upon  ourselves,  but  showing  that  it  is  a 
misery  that  we  deserve.  For  the  ostensible  cause 
for  which  it  was  commenced  has  long  since  ceased ; 
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aDd  shaiy  we  progress  in  a  war  merely  to  stratify  '  made  respecting  the  temper  and   disposition   ol 

our  tkirs;  for  conquest,  and  with  a  miserable  pros-  i  the  people  in  the  different  sections  of  the  Union. 

pect  of  success  too,  and  thus  cause  thousands  more    In  some,  they  hare  been   highly  commended  for 

of  our  irfoocent  but  deluded  people,  to  fall  unpit-    their  loyalty  ;   in  others,  denounced  as  factious. 

ied  victii^is   at  ambition's  shrine?     Surely  such  1  In  Massachusetts,  where  the  first   tree   of  liberty 

folly  can'jonly  be  accounted  for  upon  the  princi-  j  that  this  country  ever  bore  was  planted  ;  where 

pie,  that  Heaven  infatuates  whom  it  determines  '  the  true  spirit  or  freedom  first  began    to   operate 

to  desiro,.     Were  I  to  afford  any  aid  or  comfort  '  and  first  rocked    the  cradle  of  our  infant  fame' 

to  the  declared  enemy  of  the  country,  I   should  I  they  are  said  to  be  a  disobedient   and  gainsaying 

he  guilty  of  treason  to  an  earthly  Republic,  fast  |  people;  because,  being  greatly  oppressed   by  the 

»pproach;ng.  as  I  fear,  to  its  dissolution  ;  and  were  ;  measures  of  the  Greneral  Government,  they  dare 

i  voluntarily  to  afford  any  aid  or  comfort  to  this  I  to  express  their    uneasiness.     Those    that    have 

war.  thiiiking  as  I  do  upou  the  subject,  I  should  {  deeply  wounded  them,  now  think  it  hard  to  hear 

be  morally  guilty  of  treason  to  the  throne  and  .  ihera  groan.     I  have  heard,  with  no  small  degree 

monarch^   of  Heaven.      The    minority    in    this    of  indignation   I  confess,  even  their  Legislature, 

House,   together  with   those  who  neglect   to  use  |  for  presenting  a  respectful  memorial,  stating  their 

fheir  pergonal  influence  to  give  encouragement    grievances,  vainly  threatened,  by  a  gentleman  on 


and   popularity  to  the  war,  or  that  have  refused 


Ibis  floor,  with  a  criminal  prosecution.     And  on 


to  lend  their  money  to  carry  it  on,  have  been  on  '  this  floor.  I  have,  with  little  less  satisfaction,  heard 

this  floor  denounced    as   moral    traitors.     But,  I    a    gentleman    from    Pennsylvania   warmly  com- 

apprehenJ  there  has  been  a  mistake  in  theappli-  i  mending  the  universal    loyalty  of  the   people  o 

cation  of  the  crime  of  "moral  treason."    It  may  '  that  State.     The  people  of  Massachusetts  never 
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le  committed  by  acting  in  conformity  with,  as  yet  appeared  in  actual  rebellion  against  the  laws 
well  as  ajrainst  the  laws  of  the  Government.  It  and  authority  of  the  United  Stales.  The  people 
is  indeed  a  crime  unknown  to  human  laws,  but  '.  of  Pennsylvania  have ;  and  the  putting  down  that 
well  defii.ed  in  that  law  written  by  the  finger  of  rebellion  is  said  to  have  cost  more  tha^'n  a  million 
Heaven  on  the  heart  of  every  man,  and  sanctioned  |  of  dollars— a  large  portion  of  which  the  now  de- 
by  severer  penalties  than  racks  or  gibbets  can  in-  :  spised  people  of  Massachusetts  have  had  to  pay; 
flict.  Hiftory,  both  sacred  and  profane,  has  fur-  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  clemency  of  the  Gen- 
nished  sa^"^  instances  of  moral  treason,  as  well  as  '  eral  Government  of  that  day,  (then  Federal.) 
some  nob?e  examples  of  resisting  every  tempta-  I  those  concerned  in  that  rebellion,  instead  of  wri<y- 
tion  to  th^t  odious  offence.  Socrates,  when  re-  '  gling  themselves  into  wealth,  and  claiming  pos"ts 
duced  to  ihe  dreadful  alternative  of  renouncing  I  of  honor,  as  did  the  crooked  serpent  the  forbidden 
his  doctrine  of  immortality,  as  required  by  a  law  j  tree,  would  have  had  their  carcasses  called  for  to 
of  his  country,  or  receive  a  draught  of  the  hem-  j  mend  the  soil.  But,  if  this  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
lock.  had- been  guilty  of  moral  treason  had  he  '  sylvania  be  too  young  to  have  been  acquainted 
preferred  jhe  former  to  the  latter.  The  Christian  i  with  this  scene  of  things  in  that  State,  1  should 
martyrs  hgid  been  moral  traitors,  if  they  had  sac-  imagine  he  might  have  recollected  a  more  recent 
rtficed  the^r  consciences  to  the  decrees  of  violent  I  instance,  when  an  armed  force  was  turned  out. 
and  wickivJ  men.  j  even  in  the  capital  in  which  he  resides,  under  the 

Judas,  rydeed,  was  a  moral  traitor,  though  a  !  authority  and  by  the  express  order  of  the  Gor- 
faitbful  frjend  tc  the  Administration  ;  conscience  ernor  of  the  State,  to  oppose  the  execution  of  law- 
was  the  c;j'urt  in  which  he  was  tried;  there  his  ful  process  issuing  from  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
sentence  ^r-as  filed;  thence  issued  the  warrant  for  '  United  States.  But.  having  said  thus  much  I 
his  execution,  and  he  went  out  and  hung  himself.  ■  am  now  willing  the  gentleman  should  enjoy  every 
Felix  (I  n^ean  the  Roman  Governor)  was  a  moral  possible  degree  of  satisfaction,  from  the  consider- 
tnaitor.  All  that  had  a  hand  in  the  crucifixion  |  ation  of  his  own  loyalty  and  the  loyalty  of  the 
of  the  Sa^jiour  of  mankind,  were  moral  traitors,  j  people  of  his  Stale. 

It  was  sai  i  they  had  a  law,  and  that  by  that  law  |  I  will  now  proceed  to  say  a  few  words  respect- 
he  ought  {o  die.  though  obliged  to  confess  that  ing  the  success  of  the  war  hitherto  and  the  little 
they  coultj  find  no  fault  in  him.  I  hope,  there-  j  probability  of  attaining  any  valuable  object  by  it 
fore,  that  'the  charity  of  the  honorable  gentleman  I  if  longer  continued.  Its  past  success  is  a  subject 
who  inlroitluced  the  subject  of  moral  treason,  con-  I  on  which  its  advocates  seem  not  to  be  very  well 
vinced.  Ii^e  his  namesake  of  old.  that  there  is  no  I  agreed.  One  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
faiult  in  u|,  will  lead  him  to  impute  our  opposition  I  land,  some  days  ago.  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  a 
to  his  wa»  measures  to  a  conscientious  belief  that  great  part  of  Upper  Canada,  at  least,  was  already 
they  are  bow  mere  projects  of  ambition— offen-  I  conquered  and  in  the  possession  of  our  arms  ; 
sive  to  H«iven.  and  destructive  to  the  best  inter- I  others,  disappointed  in  their  predictions  at  the 
estsoftht. people  of  this  country.  j  commencemenr,  seem  to  think    that   much   more 

It  IS  easy  to  obey  laws,  when  made  in  con- 1  might  have  been  done  than  has  been  done  had 
formity  wjth  our  wishes,  and  not  diflBcult  to  pro-  there  been  no  incompetency  or  mismanagement 
fpss  obedience  when  they  are  not  exactly  so  made,  j  on  the  part  of  those  that  have  conducted  it.    This 


But  when;  by  the  operation  of  those  laws,  any 
portion  of.  the  people  find  themselves  oppressed. 
they  at  least  have  a  right  to  complain.  I  regret, 
exceedingly,  to  have  heard  such   discriminations 


is  a  subject,  to  be  sure,  on  which  I  cannot  pretend 
to  much  knowledge.  But,  if  reliance  is  to  be 
placed  on  the  correctness  of  Executive  commu- 
nications, it  might  be  believed  that  as  much  ha^ 
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been  accomplished  as  any  reasonable  man    ought    Butler,  Caldwell.  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cloplon,  Com- 


to  have  expected.     The  President,  in  his  Message  i  stock,  Conard,  Condicl,  Crawford,  Creighlon,  Crouch, 


to  Congress  of  November,  1812,  after  staling  what 
progress  bad  been  made  in  the  war  from  its  com- 
mencement to  that  time,  mentions  the  capture  of 
General  Hull  and  his  army,  and  the  surrender  of 
ihe  whole  Michigan  Territory,  as   but  a   partial 
calamity  ;  and  that  even  that  calamity  had    been 
converted  into  a  source  of  invigorated   effort,  so 
that  it  had  become  more  necessary  to  limit   than 
to  excile  the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  people   in    the 
coutest.     And,  in  his  Message  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  after  recounting  the   various 
successes  of  our  arms,  he   seems   to   impute   the 
failure  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  most  san- 
guine wishes  and  expectations,  not  to  the  want  of 
men,  valor,  or  skill,  nor  indeed  to  the  want  of  any 
human  exertions,  but  to  adverse  weather,  of  unu- 
sual violence  and  continuance.    Why,  then,  should 
we  provide  for  raising  more  men,  or  giving  such 
extraordinary  encouragement  to  enlistments,  not 
asked  (or  nor  recommended  by  the  Executive  au- 
thority ?     The  honorable  gentleman,  chairman  of 
the  Military  Committee,  when   introducing   the 
bill,  to  which  this  is  an  auxiliary,  gave  it  as  his 
opinion   that,   with   the   blessings   of  Heaven,  it 
would  furnish  the  means  of  taking  Canada,  and 
realize  all  tiie  wishes  of  the  advocates  of  the  war. 
Indeed  it  might ;  but  here  is  the  rub.     It   is   very 
much  to  be  doubted  that  that  blessing  will  attend 
it,  and  without  it,  it  may  not  effect  the   object  at 
all ;  and,  if  it  will   not  effect   it   all,  it  would    be 
unreasonable  to  adopt  it.    That  Being  that  directs 
the  storm  may  again  bring  on   adverse  weather, 
at  the  moment  of  expected  success,  and  thus  ren- 
der unavailing  all  our  efforts  ;  and,  do  what  you 
may.  you  will  not  take  Canada. 

Some,  indeed,  seem  to  imagine,  that  assuming 
a  mighty  armor  and  attitude  will  further  our 
views  to  peace.  But  when  our  Commissioners 
shall  carry  this  bill  to  Gottenburg,  and  then 
show  the  British  Envoys,  that  may  be  appointed 
to  meet  them  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a 
peace,  that  we  cannot  procure  a  single  man  to 
enlist  for  the  war,  without  giving  one  hundred 
and  tliirty-two  dollars  bounty,  and  more  than 
double  the  wages  the  British  ever  had  occasion 
to  give,  in  their  most  distressing  days,  will  it  ter- 
rify them  ?  A  reply  need  not  be  made.  Amidt 
their  triumphant  victories  over  their  European 
enemy,  they  have  offered  us  peace.  Let  us,  then, 
receive  the  olive  branch,  abandon  our  war  prepa- 
ration, and   once  more   be  willing  to  become  a 


Davis    of    Pennsylvania,    Denoyelleg.    Desha,    Earle, 

Eppea,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiik 

of    New   York.   Forney,    Forsyth,    Franklin,    GhoUon, 

Gourdin,   (Jriffin,   Grundy.    Hall,   Harris,    Hasbrouck, 

I  Hawes,    Hubbard,    Humphreys,    Ingham,   Jackson    of 

I  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 

I  land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 

j  lina,  Lcfferls,  Lowndes,  I.yle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 

I  Montgomery,  Moore.  .Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orma- 

by,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants.  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 

I  vania,   Rhea   of  Tennessee,   Ricb,   Ridgely,  Ringgold, 

I  Roane,  RoberU,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner.  Tan- 

nehill,  Taylor.  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 

Jersey,    Whitehill,   Wilson   of  Pennsylvania,  Wright, 

and  Yancey — !)0. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigclow, 
Brigham,  Champion,  Ely,  Hale,  Hufty,  Moseley,  Pear- 
son, John  Reed,  Taggart,  Ward  of  MassachuaetU, 
White,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter — 15. 


I 


prosperous  and  happy  people. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Oakley  to  adjourn,  and  negatived. 
72  to  53. 

Mr.  RoBF.nT3  then  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion. A  sufficient  number  joining  him  in  the  re- 
quisition, the  previous  question  was  taken,  and 
decided  as  follows:  For  the  previous  question, 
79:  against  it,  34. 

The  main  qu-  stion  was  then  put  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows  : 

Yea* — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er,   Bard,    Barnett,    Beall,    Bowen,   Bradley,  Browo, 


Saturday,  January  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
William  Irving,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Egbert  Benson, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

.Mr.  Newto.n,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Clason,"  with 
amendments;  which  were  read,  and,  together  with 
the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Tuesday  next. 

The  amendments  of  this  House  to  the  Senate's 
bill  for  extending  the  enlistments  of  certain  regi- 
ments, were  returned  from  the  Senate,  disagreed 
to,  and  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  re- 
ceded from  its  amendments. 

Another  messase  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
informing  the  House  that  they  insist  on  their 
amendments  (yesterday  disagreed  to  by  this 
House)  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  Army  and  encouraging  enlistments,  and 
that  they  request  a  conference  thereon  with  this 
body,  and  have  appointed  managers  of  said  con- 
ference in  behalf  of  ihe  Senate'. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  House  insisted 
on  its  disagreement  to  said  amendments,  and  di- 
rected the  appointment  of  managers  on  its  part  of 
said  conl'erence. 

THE   ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

.Mr.  Ingersoll.  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  following  bill  : 

A  bill  establishing  the  permanent  residence  of  the  At- 
torney General  of  the  United  States  at  the  seat  of 
Government. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
ative! of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congrest 
assembled,  That,  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  .Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  to  reside  permanently  at  the  seatof  the  General 
Go%ernment:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  a  reasona- 
ble time  be  allowed  for  the  present  Attorney  General 
to  make  his  arrangements  for  such  permanent  resi- 
dence at  the  City  of  Waahingtoo,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 
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8«c.  %  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  instMd  of 

the  eala^-  now  directed   to  be   paid   to  the  Attorney 

General, f  he  sura  of dollars  shall  be  paid  quarter- 

annualJv^ito  that  officer,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.     .; 

Sir.  3  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  \>{  the  Attorney  (ieneral  to  make  reports,  in 
writing.  Cnd  give  written  opinions,  on  all  points  of  a 
legal  nature  referred  to  him  by  the  President  or  Con- 
gress of  vhe  United  States. 

The  nil  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

MODIFICATION  OF  THE  E.MBARGO. 

Mr.  CfRbNDY,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Fc^eiirn  Relations,  reported,  without  amend- 
raeoi,  thfe  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the 
Presideitl  of  the  United  States  to  grant  certain 
pnriieg.i  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket. Mr.  G.  moved  that  the  bill  have  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  IviNO,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  was  in 
favor  of;  this  bill,  as  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
everylhrjig  lending  to  relieve  any  portion  of  the 
people  fjom  the  pressure  of  the  embargo.  But 
he  wish»id  to  propose  an  amendment  to  it.  I! 
necessity  was  to  be  allowed  as  a  plea  for  relieving 
one  poffon,  it  ought  to  be  for  another;  and  there 
were  ma^iy  places  suffering  under  the  operation 
of  the  aut  which  had  cut  off  the  coasting  trade. 
He  movtd  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  extend  its 
provisioijs  also  to  any  other  island  or  place,  in  the 
United  J-Jtates  or  Territories,  which  shall  be  simi- 
larly situated  with  Nantucket. 

Mr.  Gjtc.NDY  opposed  the  amendment.  If  there 
were  othj'r  plaee->  requiring  the  interposition  of 
Congres.',  he  hoped  separate  applications  would 
be  madeiin  their  behalf.  The  people  of  Nan- 
tucket hj»d  made  out  a  case  entitling  them  to  re- 
lief; but  of  the. situation  of  other  places,  we  have 
no  inforrjation  on  which  we  can  act.  If  the  ob- 
ject of  ti,e  House  was  to  preserve  the  embargo, 
they  ouj^ht  to  be  very  cautious  in  adopting  any 
measure,  jwhich  might  defeat  that  object."  The 
provisiotYof  thi.s  bill  had  been  demonstrated  to 
theCornmittee  to  be  neces.sary,  and  recommended 
by  a  leUer  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurer.,  which  he  read.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
thegeniW|man  would  not  persist  in  an  amendment! 
the  adoption  of  which  would  defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  F/jH ROW  opposed  the  amendment  because 
It  would  ;go  to  repeal  the  coasting  trade.  He 
was  in  faVor  of  the  embargo's  being  so  enforced 
as  to  chcjSn  the  ships  to  the  wharves.  The  em- 
bargo he  knew  operated  severely  on  our  citizens, 
but  u  wolild  operate  more  so  on  the  enemy.  It 
was  similar  to  a  parent's  giving  his  child  medi- 
cine whiiih  was  disagreeable  at  first,  but  would 
operate  kneficially  in  the  end. 

.Mr.  KiVjG  observed,  m  reply,  that  they  did  not 
complain^of  wholesome  medicines  being  admin- 
istered b^r  skilful  physicians,  bat  of  nostrums 
being  ad^^ninistered  by  quacks  and  empirics,— 
The  genijeman  had  said  that  the  ink  of  the  em- 
bargo lavt-  was  scarcely  dry  when  they  were 
about  to  paake  an  alteration  in  it.     He  believed 


the  ink  \>{   that 


would  be  alwavs  moistened  with  the  tears  of  the 
suffering  people  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Grundy)  that  unless  they  passed  the  bill  the 
people  of  Nantucket  would  starve  ;  he  believed 
It;  but  there  were  a  number  of  his  constituents 
in  a  similar  situation.  If  starving  our  own  citi- 
zens would  operate  on  the  enemy,  gentlemen 
would  be  abundantly  gratified,  but  the  enemy 
had  other  places  to  go  for  provisions,  wherea? 
our  citizens  could  not  go  from  one  port  to  ano- 
ther. If  be  thought  the  amendment  would  de- 
feat the  bill  he  would  not  have  offered  it,  as  he 
was  in  favor  of  it.  But  the  amendment  only 
went  to  extend  the  discretionary  power  proposed 
to  be  vested  in  the  President  by  the  bill.  He 
had  supposed  that  the  friends  of  the  President 
would  have  been  in  favor  of  it.  a^i  it  always  had 
been  a  favorite  object  with  them.  The  amend- 
ment went  to  put  the  issues  of  life  and  death 
into  the  hands  of  the  President,  and  how  he 
would  decide,  no  man  who  had  ever  seen  him 
could  doubt. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Bh.\dbdhy  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  at  the  end  of  it  the  following  words: 
''And  also  to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  the 
'  District  of  Maine,  or  the  islands  belonging  there- 
■  to,  on  application  as  aforesaid,  similar  permis- 
'  sion,  under  similar  restrictions,  to  import  in  vcs- 

•  sels  aforesaid,  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  Uni- 

•  led   States,  any  articles  of  provision  necessary 
'  for  the  subsistence  of  such  inhabitants." 

Mr.  Gru.ndy  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
stated  that  when  the  bill  laying  the  embargo 
was  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations there  was  a  section  in  it  similar  to  the 
amendment  now  proposed,  but  that  it  had  been 
struck  out,  and  it  was  done  so  by  the  gentlemen 


of  the   minority 


voting 


for  striking  it  out.     If. 


then,  there  were  sufferings,  he  charged  it  to  them. 
.Mr.  Richardson  said  that  if  the  embargo  was 
to  be  considered  as  a  medicine,  which  we  must 
take  in  order  to  starve  Great   Britain,  he  sup- 
posed we  must   adopt  a   course  of  abstinence  m 
order  to  let  it  have  its  effect.     That  appeared  to 
be  the    opinion   of  the  gentleman    from    South 
Carolina.  (Mr.  Farrow.)     It  appeared  already 
that  our  own  citizens  were  in  a  stale  of  starva- 
lioc.     And  if  cries  of  misery  and  distress  from 
our  own  citizens  would   be  any  proof  of  the  op- 
eration of  the  embargo  on  the  enemy,  the  gen- 
tleman and   the  House  would  soon  be  gratified 
with    histories    of    starvation    and    ruin.     The 
ameodmeni  went  to  lessen  the  evils  of  the  em- 
bargo;  and  he  was  in  favor  of  it.  although  h« 
fell  little  anxiety  on  the  subject  of  its  passage. 
He  did  not  believe  in   the  efficacy  of  the  medi- 
cine we  had   laken.  and  had  no  faith  in  takinij 
poison,  and   hope    thereby   to  injure  the  enemy. 
But  he  believed  that  the  more  rigidly  the  embar- 
go was  enforced,  the   less  time  it  would  be  en- 
dured  by  the  people,  and   its  repeal   would  be 
sooner.     It  certainly  was  a  system  more  abomi- 
nable and  detestable  than  ever  had  been  adopted  , 


I  II  .       , "-"'^  «""  "cicaiauic  luan  ever  naa  Deen  aoopiea  ; 

day   would    never   be  dry.     It  I  and  if  suffered  to  exist  long,  the  people  will  never 


1117 


\ 


,  ' 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1118 


Janoabt,  1814. 


Modification  of  the  Embargo. 


H.  or  R. 


try  the  experiment  again.  He  was.  however, 
not  insensible  to  distress,  and  should  listen  to  the 
cries  of  misery  and  ruin,  lei  it  come  from  what 
quarter  it  would,  and  he  should  therefore  vote 
for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  as 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations had  wished  a  statement  made  of  any 
cases  which  might  be  similar  to  the  one  from 
Nantucket,  he  would  make  a  statement  which 
was  not  a  feigned  i»sue,  but  was  real.  In  the 
district  from  which  he  came,  there  were  several 
islands  similarly  situated  with  that  of  Nantucket. 
The  persons  inhabiting  these  islands  could  no 
more  subsist  without  a  connexion  with  the  main 
land  than  the  members  of  ihe  House  could  sub- 
sist if  they  were  confined  within  the  walls  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BiGELOw  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  also  of  the  bill.  He  believed 
that  there  were  other  islands  similar  to  that  of 
Nantucket.  Notwithstanding  he  had  always 
been  opposed  to  the  embargo,  and  all  the  re- 
strictive measures  which  had  been  aiopied,  and 
the  good  people  of  Nantucket  in  their  favor; 
still,  when  they  were  distressed  by  those  meas- 
ures he  was  ready  to  grant  them  relief.  He 
hoped  soon  to  see  the  whole  restrictive  system 
done  away.  After  engaging  with  the  Emperor 
of  France  in  hii  attempt  to  starve  Great  Britain, 
and  he  now  being  unable  to  afford  us  a.ssistance 
any  longer,  he  hoped  we  should  abandon  our  at- 
tempt, which  would  have  no  effect  but  that  of 
starving  our  own  citizens,  and  adopt  a  more  ra- 
tional course  of  proceeding  than  we  had  done 
lately,  and  that  before  the  end  of  the  present 
session  the  embargo  would  be  repealed. 

The  question  was  then  laken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  anundment  lost — yeas  58,  nays  91. 
A  message  having  been  received  from  the  Sen- 
ate, on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  ihe  table,  but  afterwards  resumed, 
on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman. 

Further  discussion   ensued,  and   the    previous 
que.stion  was  again  unsuccessfully  required. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third   readin*'. 
When— 

Mr.  John  Reed  spoke  as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  staling  lo  this  House  the 
reasons  which  will  induce  me  lo  vole  in  favor  of 
the  bill  now  under  discussion.     I  frankly  acknowl- 
edge it  is'not  such  as  I  could  wish.     I  could  wish 
that  every  section  of  these  United  States  might  be 
independent  of  the  will  of  the  President  for  the 
necessaries  of  life.     I  would  immediately  repeal, 
at   least,  so  much  of  the  embargo  as  affects  our  I 
coasting  trade,  and  destroys  the    internal    com- 1 
merce  between  different  parts  of  the  same  State,  j 
But  a    majority   of  this  House  think   otherwise.' 
I  despair  of  obtaining  what   I   most   anxiously 
wish— I  despair  of  obtaining  any  other  relief  for 
the  inhabitants   generally,  or  of  Nantucket,  at 
present,  except  that  which  is  proffered  by  this  bill. 
Their  situation  is  such  as  most  imperiou  ly  de- 
mands the  inlerposilion  of  this  House.     Although 
in  some  situations  it  might  seem  degrading  and 


derogatory  to  freemen,  to  accept  of  the  relief  pro- 
posed lo  be  afforded,  yet  in  the  case  now  presented, 
no  choice  is  left.  They  must  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion—they  must  accept  of  the  terras  offered— 
they  must  consent  to  eat  their  own  bread  by 
weight,  and  drink  their  water  by  measure. 

As  the  reasons  which  influence  me  to  support 
this  bill  are  founded,  principally,  on  the  peculiar 
^iluatlon  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket ;  with 
the  perrai.ssioii  of  this  House.  I  will  endeavor  in 
a  few  words  to  describe  their  situation. 

The  island    of  Nantucket   is   situated   on   the 
1  southeasterly    part    of   Massachusetts,    is   fifteen 
miles   long  and    three    miles  wide,  and    is   ihuty 
miles  dislaut  from  the  main.    This  island  is  sterile 
and   barren,  it  affords  no   wood,  and   but  a  very 
I  small  portion  of  the  necessaries  of  life.     It  con- 
;  tains  about   seven   thousand   inhabitants.     They 
:  have  for  a  long  period  been  principally  engaged 
in   the  whale  fishery.     By  their  uncommon   in- 
dustry, skill,  and  economy,  they  have  been  enabled 
lo    prosecute  the    business   with   success.     This 
town  and  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  are  the  only 
,  towns  in  these  United  States  much  engaged  in 
j  the  business.     They  are  the  only  towns,  either  in 
this  country  or  Europe,  which  could  prosecute 
I  the  whale  fishery,  to  any  considerable  extent,  wilh- 
'  out  the  aid  and  support  of  Government.     These 
;  ix>wns,  so  far  from  receiving  bounties,  or  any  aid 
,  t'rom  our  Government,  have  conlribuled  very  lib- 
erally  for  its  support. 

When  the  present  inexpedient  and  ruinous  war 
was    unexpectedly   declared,   the   in.^abiiants    of 
I  Nantucket   were  prosecuting   their   accustomed 
I  employment   m   the  Pacific  Ocean.     Since  that 
,  period  about  twenty  of  their  whale  ships  have 
been  captured  by  the  enemy.     Their  loss  cannot 
be  estimated  at  a  le.ss  8ura  than  one  million  of 
j  dollar,-.     Permit  lue  to  say  this  is  no  inconsidera- 
ble  sum,  when  we  lake  into  our  consideration  by 
1  whom,  the  manner  in  which,  and  from  whence 
I  It  has  been  derived.     It  has  been  procured  by  the 
I  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  by  ihe   harpoon,  their 
only  weapon  of  war,  either  offensive  or  defensive, 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean.     Iihas  been  procured  by 
successful  grapples  with  the  monsters  of  the  deep. 
The  remainder  of  their  ships  are  liable  lo  be 
captured.     They  are  wholly  destitute  of  employ- 
ment, ships  of  war  can  sail  around  the  island. 
They  are  wholly  unprotected,  and  are  at  all  times 
liable  lo  fall  an  easy   prey  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  distressed  situation,  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  petition  Congress   for  some  relief. 
Their  petition   has  been  presented.     What  must 
their  a-tonishment  be,  when,  instead  of  receiving 
the  relief   they  fondly  anticipated,  they  were  in- 
formed of  ihe  Embargo  law?     I  imagine    they 
exclaimed— This,  this  is  the  unkindestcut  of  all! 
The  bill  now  before  the  House,  delegates  pow- 
er lo  the  President,  when  in  his  opinion  the  pub- 
lic interest  does  not  forbid,  to  permit  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Nantucket,  on  application,  under  such 
restrictions  as   he  may  deem   proper,  to  employ 
ve.>isels  or  boats  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  fuel 
and  provisions,  and   necessaries,  from  the  main' 
&c.     Some  gentlemen  seem  to  consider  this  a 
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very  extrwordrnjiry  bill — it  certainly  is.  It  becomes 

necessary*  from  the  very  extraordinary  situation 
in  wiiichtthe  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  have  been 
placed  bi'  a  law — 1  mean  the  emt-argo — which 
passed  tljis  House  a  tew  days  or  rather  nights 
«iQce.  L*y  that  law.  all  commuoicatiun  between 
\antuckr>l  and  the  main  has  been  also  lately 
precluded.  The  law  is  well  known.  Permit  me 
to  read  a.  letter  from  William  Jone*.  acting  Sec- 
retary ofihe  Treasury,  on  tiie  subject.  [Here  Mr. 
Reed  lead  Mr.  Jones's  letter,  stating  "  that  the 
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relax  a  little,  and,  of  their  own  ■eeord,  afforded  them 
the  relief  they  bad  such  just  reason  to  expect. 

"This  bill  wa«  debated  with  great  aniiuosity  in  the 
Houae  of  Peers,  and  produced  a  remarkable  protest, 
in  which  the  measures  of  Government  were  spoken  of 
with  great  severity. 

"  That  Government,  said  they,  which  attempU  to 
preserve  its  authority,  by  destroying  the  trade  of  ita 
subjects,  and  by  involving  the  innocent  and  guilty  in 
common  ruin,  if  it  acts  from  a  choice  of  such  means, 
it  confesses  itself  unworthy  ;  if  fro^i  inability,  to  find' 

construction   under  the  embargo,  given   to  the     !''J  !?!'"' A*^?'"  """'J- ''^"'/'^  incompetent  to  the 

"      "  I  end  of  Its  institution."— £ncyc/b;>frf<a,  vol.  3,  o.  673. 


I 
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'  water  between  Nantucket  and  the  main  land,  is 
'  neither  liay.  river,  nor  sound.  The  islandof  Nan- 
'  tucket  i\  considered  as  in  the  open  ocean,  and 
'  that  a  vvssel  going  from  any  part  of  the  main 
'  land  to  that  inland,  must  necessarily  go  to  sea," 
«tc.]  Tl.TJs  It  appears  that  all  connexion  between 
the  island:of  Nantucket  and  the  main  is  at  an  end. 
As  I  am  ijiformed,  they  have  not  a  sufficiency  of 
the  neces-aries  of  life,  and  fuel,  to  last  during  the 
Winter  s«^son.  Will  you  deprive  them  of  luel 
and  the  jjiecessaries  of  life?  Will  you  starve 
them  7     I-trust  not. 

Nantucket  may  possibly  be  considered  by  some 
so  mconM<ierabk'  as  not  to  deserve  the  attention 
of  tins  H^use.  Permit  me  to  state,  it  is  a  com- 
pact lowpi  a  city  of  the  second  grade  in  point  of 
size  in  lh<j  United  States  ;  it  contains  about  seven 
thousand  jnhabitants.  I  may  be  told,  as  an  hon- 
orable Spt-aker,  now  an  honorable  Ambassador, 
a  few  day|>  since  told  this  House.  "  that  if  by  the 
•  extreme  jpresMire  of  the  embargo  law,  the  in- 

■  habitant?*  of  particular  sections  of  the  country 
'  could  no;  procure  the  nece.'ssaries  of  life,  they 

■  must  ren:ove  to  a  more  fruitful  part  of  the  coun- 
'  try."  We  ought  to  remember,  by  our  embargo 
law.  we  have  denied  the  inhabitants  of  Nantuck- 
et this  dernier  resort. 

The  island  of  Nantucket  was  considered  of 
sufficient  importance  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  British  Parliament,  in  the  year  1775.  1  will 
read  a  shart  extract  from  history,  which  I  con- 
sider pertipent: 

"In  the  ^car  1775,  a  bill  was  proposed  in  the  Brit- 
ish Parliamient,  restraining  the  four  provinces  of  New 
Kngltnd  fr.»m  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
or  the  Bruish  West  India  islandu,  and  prohibiting 
them  from  Carrying  on  the  fishery  at  .Newfoundland. 
It  was  particularly  urged  against  the  bill,  that  bad  con- 
sequences tnust  result  to  Nantucket ;  this,  say  they, 
is  a  barren  island,  lying  off  the  coast  of  New  England, 
about  fiftern  miles  long  and  three  broad,  containing 
SIX  thousand  inhabitants,  almost  all  Quakers.  The 
natural  pr-^)duce  of  the  island,  it  was  alleged,  could 
not  maintain  twenty  families;  but  the  industry  of  the 
inhabitants  was  such,  that  they  kept  one  hundred 
and  thirty  vessels  constantly  employed  in  the  whale 
fishery,  whiich  they  carried  on  in  the  North  Seas,  to 
the  coast  oiT  Africa  and  Brazil,  and  even  as  far  as  the 
Falkland  ulands,  and  the  shores  of  Terra  Maggtlan- 
ica;  these  |people.  it  was  said,  ought,  undoubtedly,  to 
have  been  exempted  from  the  common  calamity,  were 
it  only  for^the  applause  due  to  so  much  industry  and 
resolution.' 

"  The  in(unce  of  Nantucket  was  s<>  strong,  that  Ad- 
ministratjo^i,  with  all  their  obstinacy,  were  obliged  to 


I  forbear  to  make  any  comments  on  the  above 
extract.  It  speaks  a  language  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  I  would  only  ask,  is  it  possible 
that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  year 
1775,  being  three  thousand  miles  distant,  had  so 
much  respect  for  the  right,  and  regard  for  the 
happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  then 
a  colony,  as  to  relax  restrictions  which,  compared 
with  the  embargo,  are  light  and  trivial ;  and  shall 
we  refuse  to  grant  the  small  relief  tendered  by 
this  bill,  so  absolutely  necessary  to  the  same 
Nantucket— a  part  of  the  United  States  ?  I  hope 
not. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  fixing  our  eyes  on  great 
and  distant  objects,  I  mean  Canada  and  the  Brit- 
ish navy,  and  looking  steadfastly  for  a  long  time, 
we  lose  sight  of  the  intermediate  space — we  lose 
sight  of  the  liberty,  privileges,  and  interests  of  our 
own  country.  We  have  adopted  an  embargo— a 
restrictive  system— which  deprives  a  large  and 
respectable  portion  of  the  citizens  of  these  United 
Stales  of  their  future  prospects,  of  their  property, 
of  their  daily  bread.  It  deprives  them  of  those' 
rights  and  privileges  which  they  have  always 
considered  guarantied  by  the  Constitution. 

I  am  influenced  by  anolherconsideration,  which 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  slate  to  this   House.     I  re- 
ceived a  few  days  since  a  letter  from  an  honorable 
merchant  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  stating  that 
more  than  thirty  citizens  of  Nantucket  were  then 
at  New  Bedford.     They  had    been  absent  from 
their  families  and   friends  more  than    two  years. 
They  had   escaped   the  perils  of  their  most  dan- 
gerous employment;  they  had    escaped   capture 
by  the  enemy;  they  had   escaped  shipwreck,  but 
were  caught  in  the  toils  of  our  own  laws.     Yes 
these  citizens,  by  our  laws,  are  absolutely  preclu- 
ded from  visiting  their  distressed  and  disconsolate 
lamilies      These   things  ought  not  .10  to  be.     I 
have  always  considered  our  liberty  and  security, 
as  a  people,  m  a  great  measure,  to  consist  in  the 
equality  of  our  laws;  that  the  same  laws  which 
controlled  one  class  of  citizens  controlled  others 
also;  that  we  had  no  nobility  and  no  exemption. 
Suppose  the  present  session  of  Congress  should 
continue  six  months  from  its  commencement — 
suppose  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  we  should 
find  a  law  in  existence,  which  would  prevent  us 
from  visiting  our  families  and  friends,  should  we 
not  repeal  it?     Yes,  in    my  opinion   it  would    be 
repealed  with  the  same  precipitancy  that  the  em- 
bargo law  parsed.     Shall  we  deny  the  inhabitants 
of  Nantucket  those  inestimable  rights  and   privi- 
leges we  would  so  readily  take  ourselves? 
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In  e?ery  view,  which  I  have  been  able  to  con- 
sider the  subject,  I  am  fully  persuaded  some  re- 
lief ou^ht  to  be  afforded.  I  consider  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Nantucket,  as  I  would  consider  a  friend, 
cast  into  prison  without  a  crime,  destitute  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  I  would  consent  in  such  a 
situation  that  he  should  be  fed  through  the  grates, 
but  ray  feeble  exertion  should  not  be  wantin"  to 
effect  his  liberation.  ** 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  should  vote  against  the 
bill,  because  he  believed  Congress  had  no  power 
to  interdict  the  coasting  trade  in  the  manner  it 
had  been  done;  and  he  considered  that  part  of 
the  Embargo  law  as  unconstitutional  and  void. 
He  found  nothing  in  the  Constitution,  either  ex- 
press or  implied,  which  gave  Congress  the  power 
they  had  exercised,  and  he  never  would  consent 
to  pass  any  law  giving  to  our  citizens  a  privilege 
which  they  enjoyed  under  the  Constitution,  and 
of  which  they  could  not  be  rightfully  divested. 

Mr.  Potter  also  spoke  against  the  bill.  He  j 
was  against  granting  exclusive  privileges  to  any  i 
part  of  the  community.  I 

Mr.  Baylies  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill.  ' 
but  with  reluctance,  because  he  was  opposed  to  ' 
partial  laws.  The  people  of  the  District  of  Maine  ' 
were  as  much  entitled  to  relief  as  the  people  of  I 
Nantucket.  He  was  inclined  to'believe,  with  the  I 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  that  the  part 
of  the  Embargo  law  which  interdicted  the  coast-  1 
ing  trade  was  unconstitutional;  but  the  law  was  ' 
in  operation,  and  the  people  of  Nantucket  mif'ht 
starve  before  it  could  be  repealed.  ° 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  toamend 
the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  Nantucket." 
the  names  of  several  other  islands,  which  he  de- 
clared to  be  in  a  similar  condition  with  the  island  ' 
of  Nantucket.  ' 

Mr.  Grundy  opposed  this  amendment,  and  I 
called  the  previous  question,  but  was  not  support-  ' 
ed  in  his  call  by  a  majority  of  the  House.  j 

Mr.    Pitkin   supported    the   amendment.     He 
thought  the  representation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  in  his  place,  was  entitled   to  at 
least  as  much  weight  as  that  of  the  agent  of  the 
people  of  Nantucket.     The  situation  of  the  coun- 
try  was  truly  astonishing.     Under  a  power  to 
regulate  commerce.  Congress  had  passed  a  law  to 
starve  a  number  of  its  own  citizens.     That  this 
was  the  fact,  it  was  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
statement  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign   Relations,  who  had  declared  the  people 
of  Nantucket  to  be  in  a  starving  condition,  and 
who  had    just  called    the   previous    question,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  amendment  to  the  bill',  or 
any  delay  in  its  passage.     In  reply  to  the  obser- 
vations of  Mr.  Grundy,  that   the  minority  had 
voted  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  seventh  section 
of  the  Embargo  law,  as  originally  reported,  Mr. 
P.  declared  that  he  had  voted  for  striking  it  out. 
He  did  It  on   the   principle,  that  it  vested  in  the 
President  the  power  to  regulate  the  whole  coast- 
ing trade;  a  power  which  he  never  would  con- 
sent to  vest  in  any  President. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  declared  that  he  should  vote 
for  the  amendment,  and  if  it  passed  he  should 
I3lli  Con.  2d  SeS3. — 36 


I  vote  for  the  bill;  but  if  rejected  he  should  vole 
against  the  bill,  as  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
:  the  i)eople  of  Nantucket  should  receive  privileges 
refused  toothers  similarly  situated. 

.Mr.  Shekfey  was  also  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment.    He  could  see  no  reason  for  any  di.stinc- 
tion.     The  House  had  received  a  statement  from 
an  honorable  member  in  his  place,  and  they  were 
bound  to  believe  it  correct.     He  said  that  was  a 
proud  day  for  those  who  had  opposed  the  Embar- 
go law,  as  now.  within  a  month  after  its  passage 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  the 
bill,  had   declared   that   seven  thousand  persons 
were  about  to  be  starved  by  it.  and  such  was  the 
hurry   of  the  gentleman   to  prevent   them  from 
starving,  that  he  had  called  the  previous  question 
to  prevent   any  amendment  or  debate.     Mr.  s! 
said  he  had  voted  for  striking  out  the  seventh  sec^ 
lion  of  the   Embargo  law  for  two  reasons;   the 
one    was  that    he  did   not   wish   to  give  such  a 
power  to  the  President,  and  the  other  was.  that  if 
they  determined  to  have  an  Embargo,  it  might  bf 
so   rigid   as   to   nauseate  and  sicken  the  people, 
thereby  preventing  them  from  ever  having  ano- 
ther; that    the  name  of   the  Embargo   hereafter 
might  sound  like  the  name  of  poison. 

Mr.  Roberts  called  the  previous  question,  but 
the  demand  was  not  .supported  by  a  majority  of 
the  House. 

I  -,  ^^^""-  F'NDLEY,  Alexander,  and  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  called  the  previous 
question,  but  was  not  supported  by  a  majority  of 
the  House.  ' 

The  question  was   then   taken  on  agreein<'  to 
I  the  amendment,  which  was  lost.  "* 

^      Mr.  Wilso.n.  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  re- 
commit the   bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
'  Relations. — Lost. 

;  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  pas::j»  of 
j  the  bill,  and  deter.mined  in  the  affirmative— "yeas 
I  105,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

I       YiAs- Messrs.  .\lexander,  Alston,  Anderson,   Ar- 
I  cher,  Avery,  Bard,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Bradbury,  Brad- 
ley, Breckenridgc,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caperton,   Caldwell,    Calhoun,  Champion,   Chappell, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,   Conard,   Cooper,   Cox, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Pa., 
Denoyelles.   Desha,  Dewey,  Eppcs,   Findlev,  Pisk  of 
New  York,  Forney,  FrankJin,  Gaston,  Ghol'son,  Glas- 
gow, Gourdin,  Grundy,  Hale.  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hufty.  Humphreys,   Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kcnn<dy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  MassachusetU,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina,  Lefferu,  Lyic,  Markell,  McCoy,  Miller,  Moore, 
Moseley,  Murfrec,  Newtoo,  Oakley,  Parker.   Pearson, 
Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ridge- 
ly,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Shcffey, 
Sherwood,  Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taylor,  Telfair,' 
Udrce,  Ward  of  N.  Jersey,  White,  Whitehill,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter, 
Wright,  and  Yancey — 105. 

Nats— Messrs.  Cilley,  Dawson,  Law,  Lewis,  Orma- 
by,  Post,  Potter,  and  Webster — 8. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 
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f         Monday,  January  24. 

Two  cf.her  members,  to  v/il:  from  New  York, 
Samcel^.  Hopkins  and  Nathaniel  W.  How- 
FLL.  appeared  and  look  their  seals. 

Isaac  IrViLLiAMd.  jr.,  also  appeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  Ins  seat,  as  one  of  ihe  Representa- 
tives frofii  the  Stale  of  New  York,  in  the  place  of 
J.  M.  BovttTs,  who  has  been  declared  not  entitled 
to  a  seat. 

Mr.  JtwNiNGS  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  that  the  judges 
in  said  X-eTit'Jry.  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
the  United  Slate*,  may  be  instructed  to  submit 
to  and  po|forni  certain  judicial  services  required 
of  them  i^  the  said  Legislature. — Referred  to  the 
Commill;*e  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Ewes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  rfeoorled  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fan- 
ning; wiCich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

BLUE  LIGHTS. 
Mr.  L.^*w    observed    thai  there  was  a  subject 
which  for,  some  time  past  had  caused  much  spec- 
ulation, a^d  excited  some  irritation.     Ii  has  ap- 
peared inja  variety  of  shapes,  and  given  rise  to 
many  observations.     It  has  been    the   theme  of 
public  prints.     It  has  been  solemnly  introduced 
in  debate  on  this  floor — it  has  been  ushered  before 
the  public*  through  ihe  Head  of  a  Department,  and 
;  has  acquired  unusual  currency,  and  some  degree 
'  cf  credit,  by  the  manner  in  which  it  has  gained 
publicity..    That  which  was  at  first  mere  rumor. 
I  has,  by  a  Specie*  of  official  acts,  become  in  some 
[measure  .'onfirraed;  and  characters,  perhaps  not 
1  intended  <o  be  embraced,  have  been  implicated, 
iand  expoted  to  crimination  and  reproach.     From 
;'zeal  to  mvpute  blame  to  one  class  of  citizens,  it 
'may,  on 'due  examination,  be  found  they  have 
cast  odium  on  men  of  another  description,  whom 
1  I  presumf*  they  had  no  intention  to  injure.  Eager 

•  to  spread  the  story,  they  may  find,  on  further  in- 
I  (juiry.  thfy  have  involved  their  friends  as  well  as 

those  the;'  deem  their  enemies.     Had  the  subject 
;  been  confined  to  vague  rumor,  it  certainly  would 

•  not  have'Jeserved  llie  trouble  of  an  examination 
en  this  [j'ace.  But  when  we  consider  it  comes 
Hefore  thj  public  in  the  form  of  a  letter  addressed 
tb  the  I^'ad  of  a  Department,  from  a  highly  dis- 
Unguishekl  and  nieritorous  officer,  and  through 
ihat  channel  i.s  issued  to  the  world  with  a  sort  of 
official  ai^ihenlicity  ; — when  we  consider  it  has 
been  mhre  than  once  repeated  by  honorable 
gcntlemei  within  these  walls;  and,  above  all, 
when  w'-  consider  on  whom  the  stigma  must  at- 
tach, if  tt  e  report  be  founded  on  fact,  it  rises  above 
idle  repcrt,  assumes  a  character  of  importance, 
and  prescnlsa  subject  for  investigation  not  beneath 
the  digr.ity  of  this  House.  I  allude  to  the  blue 
lights,  so  called,  which  are  said  to  have  been  di>- 
playeJ  a^or  near  the  harbor  of  New  London,  in 
the  mantter  stated  by  gentlemen  some  days  since 
in  this  <lace  ;  for  surely  no  men  ought  to  rest 
wnder  suph  foul  reproach,  without  proof  of  the 
iact.  It  js  a  charge,  if  not  of  direct  treason  within 
ihe  limi>$  of  the  Constitution,  in  adhering  to  the 


enemy,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  is  at  least  a 
charge  of  giving  that  enemy  light  and  informa- 
tion, whereby  they  may  be  better  able  to  carry 
on  the  war,  check  the  movements  and  defeat  the 
operations  of  our  own  ships.  The  resolution  Iv 
am  about  to  submit,  is  not  induced  from  a  belief 
in  my  mind  thai  it  is  correct  in  fact;  for  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  declaring  it  as  my  belief,  grounded 
on  information  derived  from  gentlemen  in  that 
vicinity,  of  the  first  respectability,  that  it  is  in- 
correct. Nor  do  I  seek  the  inquiry  because  I 
think  the  State  from  whence  I  came  can  be 
chargeable  with  acts  which  the  Constitution  for- 
bids ;  or  that  I  am  willing  to  believe  my  native 
town  contains  among  her  citizens  men  so  aban- 
doned as  to  light  torches,  as  signals  to  the  enemy, 
which  would  in  all  probability  lead  to  the  de- 
struction of  their  own  dwellings.  The  conduct  of 
the  citizens  of  Connecticut  is  well  known,  and 
gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, in  protecting  their  property,  when  they 
were  unable  to  protect  it  themselves — their  con- 
duct in  keeping  at  bay  the  proud  and  insulting 
ships  of  Great  Britain,  which,  without  their  vol- 
untary aid,  might  have  captured  or  destroyed  a 
part  of  that  Navy  which  sustains  our  hopes  and 
buoys  up  the  national  character,  would  seem  to 
forbid  and  preclude  all  suspicion  against  them  as 
the  perpetrators  of  such  deeds.  Sir,  the  Stale  of 
Connecticut  has  felt  a  pride  in  protecting  that 
charge,  unfortunately  committed  to  their  care. 
But  if  men.  of  whatever  station  or  politics,  are 
to  be  found,  who  attach  to  them  the  slightest  sus- 
picion of  ireathery,  in  relation  to  the  American 
ships  now  in  that  harbor,  they  will,  on  a  plain 
statement  of  facts,  at  once  dismiss  their  jealou>ies, 
and  acquit  thai  State  and  its  citizens  from  the 
charge  raised  against  them,  or  the  suspicion,  if  it 
does  not  vanish,  must  be  extended  to  others  for 
whom  they  are  not  responsible. 

It  will  be  lecoUected,  that  Commodore  Decatur 
arrived  with  his  .squadron  in  the  harbor  of  New 
London  the  beginning  of  June  last,  being  driven 
into  that  port  by  a  superior  British  force,  which 
has  continued  to  invest  that  port,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  blockade  it,  doubtless  with  an  intention 
of  depriving  the  country  of  the  skill  and  exertion 
of  that  valuable  and  distinguished  officer,  during 
the  present  war.  At  this  time,  one  year  after 
war  was  declared,  the  United  States  had  not 
troops  at  that  place  adequate  to  the  protection  or 
defence  of  the  ships;  at  this  critical  moment  the 
Stale  of  Connecticut,  although  not  approving  of 
the  war,  called  forth  her  patriotic  sons,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  New  London  were  not  backward 
on  the  occasion  to  protect  the  boast  of  the  coun- 
try, defend  their  own  soil,  exposed  lo  danger  by 
the  acts  of  the  General  Goveruraent,  and  resist 
the  enemy.  At  the  beat  of  the  drum,  they  re- 
paired to  the  scene  of  danger;  they  occupied  the 
adjacent  heights;  they  guarded  the  points  of  the 
harbor  and  defended  the  coast.  For  months, 
during  the  time  these  watchmen,  faithful  to  them- 
selves and  their  country,  were  on  duty  in  your 
service,  no  charge  ofdisloyalty  was  heard  against 
them — no  surmises  of  treason   were   circulated 
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against  the  citizens.     About  the  first  of  Novem-  ' 
ber.  tlie  United   States  having  collected,  as  was 
supposed,  a  competent  number  o[  troops,  and  hav-  ] 
ing  repaired  the  fort  on   the  east  side  of  the  har- 
bor, the  detachments  from  Connecticut  were  dis- 
missed, with  the  thanks  of  that  Slate  and  the  ap-  ' 
probation   of  the   General   Government.     From 
this  period  the  United  States  troops,  occupying 
the  forts  on  each  side  of  the  harbor,  commanded 
the  adjacent  heights,  kept  or  ought  to  have  kept  ' 
guards  on  the  points  near  the  enemy's  ships,  to  i 
watch   his  movements  and  detect  any  improper 
intercourse  from   the  shores.     Yet  on  these  very  ' 
heights  and   points,  these   wicked   torches,  these  \ 
mysterious  lights,  are  said   to  have   been    rai.sed. 
if  they  were  exhibited  as  represented.     Now,  sir,  , 
I  know  the  officers  commanding  on  thi^  station  ; 
they  are  faithful  and  honorable  men— and  I  am 
bound  lo  presume  they  have  performed  their  duly  ; 
but  the  report  casis  censure  on   them,  or  at  least  i 
implies  a  neglect  of  duty  and  want  of  vigilance 
in  them,  which  I  am  unwilling  to  attach  to  them, 
without  further  proof.     The  subject  merits  in- 
quiry ;  if  the  report  is  correct  let  the  censure  fall 
on  those  who  have  incurred  it — if  incorrec',  let  \ 
the  reproach  be  wiped  away.     With  aview,  there- 
fore, to  ascertain  the  facts  correctly,  I  move  the  i 
following  resolution  :  ] 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  i 
whether  any  treaRouable  correspondence  has  been  held,  i 
or  information  given,  by  means  of  blue  lighu,  or  HJg-  I 
nals  by  fire,  given  from  the  shores  at  or  near  the  har- 
bor of  New  London,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to 
the  blockading  squadron  off  that  harbor,  whereby  the 
enemy  might  learn  the  state,  condition,  or  movements 
of  the  American  ships,  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  now  in  that  port  ;   and  that  the  commit- 
tee be  authorized   to   lake  evidence   by  de|)08ition,  or 
otherwise,  as    they  shall  deem  necessary,  and  report 
thereon  to  this  House. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MosELEY.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  my  honorable  colleague  will  be 
agreed  to,  and  that  a  committee  may  be  apj)oinled 
to  make  the  inquiry  proposed.  It  could,  perhaps, 
hardly  be  expected  that  this  subject  of  blue  lights 
should  claim  the  attention  of  this  House,  were  it 
not  for  the  consequence  given  to  it  by  the  various 
circumstances  which  have  just  been  stated  by 
the  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  which  I  need 
not  repeat. 

Sir,  as  a  citizen  of  Connecticut*  I  feel  no  par- 
ticular solicitude,  lest  the  character  of  that  State 
should  suffer  by  any  representations  which  have 
been  made,  or  which  may  be  made  on  this  subject. 

From  the  best  information  1  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  I  am  very  much  inclined,  with  my  col- 
league, to  discredit  the  reports  wliich  have  been 
put  into  circulation  respecting  these  blue  lights. 
I  am  induced  to  believe,  that  upon  due  examina- 
tion it  will  be  found,  that  there  has  been  some 
mistake  in  this  business.  But,  admitting  that 
these  blue  lights  have  in  fact  been  seen  fn  the 
manner  represented— ^l  is  clear  from  the  state- 
ment made  by  my  colleague,  who  resides  at  New 
London,  and  must  be  perfectly  acquainted  with 


the  situation  of  ihe  country,  as  well  as  from 
,  the  representation  made  by  a  great  number  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens  of  that  place,  that  they 
could  not  be  made  by  any  private  person  without 
detection.  Troops  of  the  United  States  were 
standing  on  each  side  of  the  harbor,  and,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  they  would  guard  each  of  the  points 
where  these  blue  lights  are  said  to  have  been 
exhibited. 

There  are,  or  ought  to  be,  guards  or  patrols 
constantly  maintained,  and  especially  in  the  night 
season.  No  person  could,  therefore,  without  dis- 
covery, exhibit  these  lights  at  the  places  where 
they  are  said  to  have  been  seen.  It  follows  there- 
fore, if  they  were  indeed  seen,  as  has  been  repre- 
sented, either  that  these  troops  must  have  been 
criminally  inattentive  to  their  duty,  or  themselves 
privy  to  the  deed.  Neither  of  these  conclusions 
ought  to  be  drawn  upon  slight  ground.  And  this 
view  of  the  case  makes  jit  more  important,  that 
the  proper  in.iuiry  should  be  had.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  subject  may  be  duly  investigated 
by  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  that  the  public 
may  be  possessed  of  the  true  slate  of  facts  respect- 
ing these  blue  lights,  which  have  excited  so  much 
attention  and  assumed  so  much  importance. 

As  to  any   animadversions   which   they   may 
have  occasioned  in  this  House,  I  do  not  attach  so 
much  importance  lo  them,  as  they  appear  to  merit 
j  in  the  estimation  of  ray  colleague. 

Blue  lights,  I  presume,  have  occasionally  been 
;  brought  into  debate,  as  certain  other  terms  fre- 
I  quently  are,  without  any  real  or  specific  meaning, 
but  simply  by  way  of  ornament  or  embellishment 
to  a  speech,  such  as  Old  lory,  British  gold,  Hen- 
ryism,&e.;  and  if  any  honorable  gentleman  should 
at  any  time  consider  that  blue  lights,  regularly 
interpersed  in  his  speech,  would  render  ft  more 
lucid  or  brilliant,  I  certainly  would  not  wish  to 
deprive  him  of  any  benefit  which  he  may  propose 
to  himself  from  the  use  of  them  in  this  way. 

Sir,  it  cannot  be  necessary,  I  apprehend,  to  add 
further  remarks  at  this  time.  The  committee 
proposed.  I  hope,  will  be  appointed,  that  it  may- 
be ascertained  if  practicable  in  the  firn  place  whe- 
ther any  blue  lights  have  in  fact  been  displayed 
as  signals  to  the  enemy  ;  and  if  so,  by  whom,  and 
in  what  manner.  That  the  odium  of  so;  detes- 
table and  treasonable  a  deed  may  fall  where  it 
ought. 

Mr.  Ghlndv,  of  Tennessee,  said  the  sensibility 
displayed  by  the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut  on 
this  subject  was  most  honorable  to  themselves; 
and  he  certainly  concurred  with  them  in  the 
hope  that  upon  examination  it  would  appear  that 
no  portion  of  the  people  of  thalSute  were  capable 
of  an  act  so  base  and  dishonorable.  So  far,  how- 
ever, as  his  mind  had  been  impressed,  he  differed 
from  the  gentleman  who  appeared  to'thiok  there 
was  no  foundation  for  ihe  report.  It  ought  to  be 
recollected  that  the  commander  of  the  American 
squadron,  whoseauthority  could  not  be  questioned 
had  stated  what  was  his  impression,  derived  from 
the  information  of  the  officers  and  men  under 
jjis  command.  The  same  impression  was  con- 
firmed on  the  inind  of  Mr.  G..  by  the  statements 
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iidf  newsiiapers  dn  the  spot,  coodacted  by  those 
f?-who  diffyed  from  him  in  politic5,  narrating  the 
*^circumsi?'.nce  which  had  been  alluded  to.  He 
""  should  vcke  for  the  inquiry,  but  he  did  not  wish 
I  to  see  a  dEpparture  from  the  regular  course.  The 
f   ioquiry  b»  longed  properly  to  the  Naval  Commit- 

ftfe,  hecorceived — because  it  was  the  Navy  which 
was  intended  to  have  been  particularly  injured 
*  by  the  exhibition  of  those  lights.  He  moved  to 
\  amend  thr  resolution  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to 
i  that  comtiittee. 

)  Mr.  FiflK.  of  New  York,  said  he  was  sorry  to 
i  hear  a  wish  erpressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
^  Tennessee  for  the  proposed  inquiry.  When  he 
^  looked  at  the  principle  of  this   motion,  he  trem- 

4  bled  at  live  consequences  of  its  adoption.     What 

*  was  the  principle?     It  was  nothing  more  than  a 

5  propo?iti(,n  to  exercise,  through  a  committee  of 
^  this  Hou^e.  the  inquisitorial  power  to  inquire 
^  whether  treason  has  been  committed  in  a  particu- 

•  lar  in'^tance.  Ho  hoped  ho  such  precedent  would 
^  receive  the  sanction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ErpEs,  of  Virginia,  remarked,  that  the 
adoption  «f  such  a  resolution  as  this  would  place 
the  Hou5tiof  Representatives  in  an  awkward  sit- 
%  uation.  U  was  unquestionably  the  right  of  the 
J  House  to  inquire  into  all  things  connected  with 
J  subjects  Qf  legislation  ;  but,  to  justify  this  in- 
3  quiry,  it  (>ught  to  be  for  some  specific  object. 
^  He.  iherelbre,  proposed  to  amend  the  motion,  so 
•^  as  to  constitute  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  pun- 
.  ishment  of  persons  who  hold  out  blue  lights  to 
p  the  enenov;  or  commit  other  acts  of  a  like  nature, 
»  not  amouriiing  to  the  crime  of  treason. 
^  Mr.  RoiERTs,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  ground 
^that  the  Iiouse  appeared  to  be  embarrassed  by 
■5,'  the  nature  of  this  question,  and  not  prepared  to 
•'-decide  on  -it,  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 
.«  Mr.  Law  explained  iiis  motive  for  submitting 
2jthe  motion.  It  was  not  on  account  of  its  intrinsic 
.' -.im porta nq*.  but  from  the  importance  which  he 
..'•had  attaciied  to  it  by  its  frequent  introduction 
j^land  assertion  on  the  floor  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Jacxso"!.  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  not  pre- 
pared, norj  did  lie  know  that  he  ever  should  be. 
to  act  oni  the  subject,  and,  therefore,  he  wished 
the  moti^o^  to  be  laid  on  the  table.  Was  this 
House.  bt<  asked,  to  be  erected  into  a  court  of  in- 
quiry or  jidicature  for  criminal  offences  ?  Not- 
withstanding, in  this  case,  an  offence  has  been 
committeii,  as  was  proved  by  testimony  the  most 
irrefragab^ — an  offence  which  he  hoped  the  attor- 
ney of  ihv^  district  would,  as  was  his  duty,  direct 
5  «o  inquiry^  into — yet  this  House  were  to  be  called 
upon  to  ti  ivel  out  of  their  duty  to  inquire  into  it. 
He  hoped  time  would  at  least  he  given  for  decid- 
ing on  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  inquiry. 

Mr.  Rt^A.  of  Tennessee,  opposed  the  motion 
to  lay  th .'   resolution   on    the   table,  because   he 
J  wished    it;  to   be  decided   by   a   diiect   negative. 

♦  The  pendj'ncy  of  such  a  motion  he  apprehended 
»  would  ha*e  the  effect  to  prevent  or  arrest  proper 
^  inquiry  et-ewhere. 

fMr.  CaiHODn,  of  South  Carolina,  said  this  was 
not  an  object  worthy  the  attention  of  the  House, 

t 


because  it  was  too  dirainutive.  The  object  avow- 
ed by  the  mover,  that  is,  to  defend  the  character 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut  from  injury  on  this 
head,  was  not  a  sufficient  one  for  this  House  to 
proceed  upon.  No  one  had  been  cruel  enough 
to  charge  the  act  in  question  on  the  citizens  of 
New  London,  or  on  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
He  hoped  it  would  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise at  the  proposition  of  this  inquiry  from  the 
side  of  the  House  in  which  it  originated — a  sur- 
prise which  was  not  lessened  by  a  recollection  of 
the  sensibility  in  that  quarter  the  other  day,  when 
a  motion  for  inquiry  oi  a  nearly  similar  nature, 
in  the  conduct  of  Governor  Chittenden,  had  been 
proposed  from  this  side — 

The  Speaker  here  interposed,  and  required  the 
confinement  of  debate  to  the  motion  pending,  viz  : 
To  lay  the  subject  of  debate  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  was  taken  to  lay  the  resoIu> 
tion  on  the  table,  and  decided  thus  :  For  laying 
it  the  table.  89  ;  against  it.  42. 

So  Mr.  Law's  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

TURREAU'S  LETTER. 
Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  for  con- 
sideration, without  preface,  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Raolvcd,  That  the  Message  of  the  Preaident,  com- 
municating a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  respect- 
ing the  tranalation  of  a  letter  aJdrewed  by  the  late 
.Minuter  of  France  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing 
date  on  or  about  the  14th  of  June,  1809,  which  it  ap- 
pears, from  the  said  report,  has  been  irregularly  with- 
drawn from  the  Department  of  State,  he  referred  to 
the  (yommittec  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  investigate 
when,  by  whom,  and  in  what  manner  the  said  trans- 
lation of  a  letter  was  so  withdrawn  ;  and  when  and  in 
what  manner  it  came  into  the  possession  of  .Alexander 
C.  Hanson,  a  member  of  this  House  ;  and  that  the  said 
Committee  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and 
papears. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhod.n,  the  resolve  was 
amended,  by  a  vote  of  76  to  48,  so  as  to  substitute 
a  select  committee  for  "  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations." 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  said  he  had  hoped  he 
should  not  have  heard  any  more  debate  or  pro- 
ceedings on  this  famous  letter.  To  institute  a 
committee  to  inquire  by  what  means  this  letter 
got  into  the  posses>ion  of  any  person,  would  be 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House  on  a  subject  not 
worthy  of  its  attention.  What  was  to  grow  out 
of  the  inquiry?  Was  it  pretended  that  the  bu- 
reau of  Stale  had  been  rifled  of  its  regular  files? 
No  such  allegation  had  been  made,  nor  was  any 
such  inference  deducible  from  the  report.  For 
his  own  part,  Mr.  F..  said  he  was  free  to  declare 
that  he  did  not  care  how  the  letter  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  honorable  member  who  was 
named  in  the  motion,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
wish  any  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  GR03VE.N0R,  of  New  York,  said  he  hoped 
the  House  would  adopt  the  resolution  with  an 
amendment,  which  he  moved  in  the  following 
words,  to  be  added  to  the  end  of  it :  "  And,  also, 
when  and  in  what  manner  the  original  of  such 
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translation  was  withdrawn  from  the  Department 
of  State."  He  said  he  was  glad  that  the  jjentle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  according  to  his'prom- 
ise,  was  pursuing  the  inquiry,  which  Mr.  G.  said 
he  was  desirous  to  have  pursued  thoroughly  and 
entirely.  When  this  committee  was  raised,  he 
also  wished  to  clothe  it  with  power  to  correct  the 
recollections  of  Mr.  Graham,  which  that  gentle- 
man had  slated  to  be  extremely  faint  on  these 
points. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  so  as  to  authorize  the  inquiry, 
"When,  and  in  what  manner,  forwhat  cause,  by 
whom,  and  at  whose  request,"  the  paper  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Gro8venor  accepted  this  as  a  part  of  his 
motion. 

Mr.  RoBEHTd  said  he  was  as  much  disposed  as 
the  jentleinen  from  New  York  and  Massachu- 
setts could  be,  to  prosecute  this  inquiry  to  some 
practical  result ;  but  it  appeared  to  hirn  that  the 
information  afforded  by  the  report  was  perfectly 
satisfactory  on  the  points  on  which  the  gentle- 
men wished  an  inquiry.  It  distinctly  slated  that 
the  letter  was  withdrawn  by  a  member  of  the 
French  Legation  ;  and.  as  to  the  lime,  thai  it  was 

R^eviou^ly  to  the  rupture  o{  the  negotiation  with 
Ir.  Jackson.  Now,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  under- 
stood, when  an  inquiry  on  this  subject  was  first 
proposed,  that  the  most  particular  allegation  in 
relation  to  it.  and  which  was  asserted  and  reiter- 
ated with  great  positiveness,  was,  that  the  letter 
had  not  been  withdrawn  until  after  the  dismis- 
sion of  Mr.  Jackson.  SufBcient  was  now  known 
to  prove  that  not  to  be  correct;  and  the  proba- 
bility was,  that  other  assertions  were  alike  incor- 
rect. Though  the  letter  was  withdrawn,  the 
translation  ought  to  have  remained  in  the  office, 
and  it  ought  to  be  known  how  it  found  its  way 
thence  into  the  possession  of  a  member  of  this 
House  ;  so  that,  if  the  department  was  not  under 
proper  regulations  as  to  the  preservation  of  its 
papers,  some  provision  ought  to  be  adopted  in 
that  respect.  Such  was  the  object  of  his  motion. 
Mr.  Grosve.nor  spoke  in  support  of  his  amend- 
ment, and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Roberts.  He  said  the 
gentleman  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  accept  his 
amendment  as  a  part  of  his  motion.  The  basis 
of  the  resolution  was,  that  the  subject  was  worthy 
of  inquiry.  If  worthy  of  inquiry  at  all,  it  was 
worthy  of  a  full  and  effectual  examination.  As 
to  the  report,  it  was  unsatisfactory  as  to  the  prin- 
cipal points.  The  Secretary  himself  knew  noth- 
iiig  of  11,  as  it  took  place  before  he  came  into 
office.  His  chief  clerk's  recollections  were  ex- 
tremely faint  on  the  subject.  Now.  Mr.  G.  said, 
the  chief  clerk  could  not  know  the  material  fact 
of  one  of  the  Heads  of  Department  having  been 
sent  to  Baltimore  to  ask  this  Frenchman  to  take 
back  his  saucy  letter.  As  to  the  withdrawal  of 
the  letter,  it  might  have  been  taken  back  after 
Jackson's  dismission,  before  Mr.  Smith's  conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Graham  on  the  subject ;  on  these 
points  ihe  inquiry  ought  to  be  efficient,  with 
which  view  Mr.  Smith  himself  might  be  sum- 
moned before  the  Committee,  &c. 


Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment  and  to  the  resolution.  He  said 
it  put  him  in  mind  of  a  play,  the  performance  of 
which  never  paid  for  the  candles  burnt  during  its 
performance;  and,  in  like  manner,  the  subject  of 
this  discussion  was  not  worth  the  precious  time 
consumed  in  it,  ice. 

Mr.  Pearson,  of  North  Carolina,  iupporied 
the  amendment.  He  said  it  appeared,  from  the 
admission  of  the  gentleman  Irom  Pennsylvania, 
in  his  motion,  that  it  was  proved  by  ihe  report, 
that  this  was  an  official  letter,  which  had  been 
■'irregularly  withdrawn"  from  the  Department  of 
State.  This  fact  was  denied,  heretofore,  and  it 
had  been  asserted  that  the  letter  was  not  genuine. 
Mr.  P.  went  on  and  made  some  observations  in 
support  of  this  proposition,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  further  inquiry,  as  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment, that  ihe  House  and  the  world  might  know 
with  what  kind  of  equal  justice  and  temper  our 
Government  had  acted  in  1809  towards  the  Gov- 
ernments of  France  and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  that  it  had  at  first  been 
stated  that  the  letter  had  been  on  file;  it  was  now 
proved  that  it  never  had  been  on  file,  and  he 
might  show,  with  equal  clearness,  that  many 
other  statements,  made  with  equal  positiveness. 
were  untrue.  The  only  question  now  worthy  of 
inquiry  was,  how  that  letter  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  any  other  person  than  the  Secretary 
or  clerks  of  the  Department  of  State. 

Mr.  McKiM.  of  Maryland,  said  it  had  been  his 
wish  that  this  resolution  should  have  been  put 
upon  its  final  passage,  that  he  might  vote  against 
it.  But  perceiving  that  the  field  was  opened 
wide  for  debate,  which  would  be  an  useless  ex- 
penditure of  the  time  of  the  House,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  hoped  the  resolution  would 
not  be  suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  whole 
session.  It  contained  imputations  on  a  member, 
now  absent  from  indisposition,  who  had  declared 
his  anxiety  to  have  the  subject  fully  investigated; 
and  it  was  no  more  than  due  to  him  that  the 
motion  should  be  speedily  acted  on. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  hoped  it  would  lie 
on  the  lable,  and  pledged  himself  for  one  to  agree 
to  consider  it  at  a  future  day,  when  the  national 
business  (alluding  to  the  bills  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations)  should  be  less 
pressing. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  oppo.-?ed  its 
lying  on  the  table.  Procrastination  always  de- 
layed instead  of  expediting  business,  and  he  much 
feared,  if  it  was  laid  on  the  table,  that  it  would 
never  be  taken  up  again. 

The  question  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays:  For  laying  on 
the  table  80.  against  it  62,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bcall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Condict,  Con- 
ard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  GriflSn,  Grondj, 
Hall,  Uarru,  Hawes,  Hubbaid,  Humphreys,  Inger»oU, 
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^  Ingh.m,  J«ckK)n  of  Virginia,   Johnion   of  Virgini..  |       The  Commitlee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with 

•3    Kennedy,  Krrr,  Kershaw,    Kilbourn,   King  of  North  I  a  slight  amendment. 

Carolini*,    Leflerts,    Lyie,    McC'oy,    McKce,    McKim,  j       Mr     WAon    ron.,^-,!    k;>    ^^.• 

■\M  1  \r  VI  IV'  /-»       .      i.v-.nui,         ryir.    WARD    renewed    nis   motion    to   am<>nH 

McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,    Newton,  Ormsbv.   Parker      »,k;„h  „„  ,  „^  „.       j  u  ^^yjyyju    lo    araena, 

Piper.  Pleasant.,  Rea  of  Pennsylvanu.  Rhe'a^f  Ten:  '  ^o    o„  52  h3s7  ""^*'     ^'' '^' 

ne«ee,  R.ch.  Ringgold.  Roane,  Sage,  Sever.  Sevbert.     "ye^"     MeTJ  H  f  J        T  ' 

Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,    Tanneh.ll,  '  v:„"       o'""!.^?/''';!  ""^  MassachusetU.  Bayly   of 
Taylor,  Telfair,    Udree,   Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

^<'at9 — Messrs.    Baylies  of    MassachusetU,    Bige- 


I 

i 


u  low,  Bradbuiy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
f  Champion,   CiUey,   Cox,    Culpepcr,    Davenport,    Da- 

Y  ▼!■  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Farrow,  For- 
%  svth.  ffttston,  Gcddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of 
Z  New  York,  Howell,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
^  Kent  of  New   York,   King  of  Massachusetts,   Law, 

.  Lewis,  Lovett.  Markeil,  Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Moseley, 

'-  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering.  Pitkin,  Post, 
Potter,  iol,n  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Roberts, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  ShetTey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Smith  0*  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Ward  of  Masiachu- 

ji  setts,   Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcoi,  Wilson  of  Mawa- 

J  chusetu.'aiid  Winter. 

f '  BONDING  OF  LIBELLED  GOODS. 

}  On  naotion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Caro- 
^  lina,  the  House  resolved  it.«ielf  into  a  Committee 
AT  of  the  Wliole,  on  the  bill  for  prohibiting  the  de- 
9  hvery  of  jibelled  merchandise  on  bonds  to  the 
■J  owners  thjreof.  pending  its  trial. 
;;  Much  cResuitory  debate  took  place  on  this  bill, 
%  in  the  course  of  which  Messrs.  Ward,  Brad- 
t  bury,  William  Reed,  King,  of  Massachusetts, 
-Post,  and;  Ke.nt,  of  New  York,  and  Gaston,  of 
^IVorth  Carolina,  opposed,  and  Messrs.  Calhoun 
and  RoBEftTs  supported  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
On  the  <>ne  hand  it  was  said,  that  the  provis- 

!ons  of  the  bill  would  be  productive  of  great  de- 
ay  and  inconvenience,  and  of  no  benefit  to  the 
Jnited  Si.ites;  that  the  evils  it  proposed  to  rem- 
edy were  qf  that  character  which  it  was  in  the 
:  power  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
>:  to  remedy  by  a  more  strict  attention  to  the  selec- 
-^tion  of  their  officers;  and  that  the  provisions  of 
;lhe  bill,  Without  guarding  the  laws  from  evasion. 
J  would  pJai;e  ihe  great  body  of  tiie  merchants  in 
«a  state  of  suffering,  and  subject  them  to  much 
jHunecessaiy  and  vexatious  delay,  <tc. 

V  On  the  other  hand  it  was  said,  that,  by  means 
^of  this  pi|actice  on  the  part  of  the  courts,  which 
/the  Gove^.nment  had  in  vain  endeavored  to  pre- 
*vent,  the  j^reaiest  vioUwiins  of  the  law  took  place 
;by  collusive  partnerships,  valuations,  and  sales, 
fiosomuchjihat  the  non-importation  act  wasalraost 
i»  dead  ieti-er  as  to  its  actual  operation.  That  the 
ifraudulen:  merchant  only  could  object  to  the 
Tlaws  beinij  strictly  enforced,  and  that  the  addi- 
jtional  pro'its  (he  honest  merchant  would  derive 
.in  consequence  of  its  enforcement  will  more  than 
fCompensare  him  for  the  injury  he  sustains. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  an  amendment,  the  object 


Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Bngham, 
Champion,  CUley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport', 
Davis  of  MassachusetU,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes' 
Grosvenor,  Hale.  Hopkins  of  New  York,  Howell' 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis.  Lovett,  Markeil,  Moffitt, 
-Montgomery,  .Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  W'iUiam  Reed,  Ridgely, 
Schureman,  Shefley,  Sherwood,  Stockton,  Sturges, 
Tallmadge,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Webster 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

^*'* — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, .\very,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard.  Crawford.  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Denoyelles,  Desha.  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth.  Frank- 
lin, Gholson.  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham.  Irving.  Jack- 
son of  Virginia.  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferta, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker 
Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  1  cnnessee.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  RoberU,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Seybert,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
1  relfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
hams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  limit  the  existence  of  its 
provisions  to  that  of  the  non-importation  acts — 
Motion  lost. 

After  several  attempts  to  procure  an  adjourn- 
ment, which  weTc  negatived,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  January  25. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  reported  the  agreement  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  to  the  amendments  of  the 
benate  to  the  b.ll  to  appoint  an  additional  judge 
in  the  Missouri  Territory;  which  amendments 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  conferees  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  for 
tilling  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  &c.,  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ••  to  in- 
corporate the  Directors  of  the  Washington  Li- 
brary Company,"  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence  of  this  House. 

PETITION  OF  MARY  CHEEVERS. 
Mr.  Ingham  made  an    unfavorable  report  on 
the  petition    of  Mary  Cheevers,  recommending 

>0f  which  was  that  the  proceedTof'the^sal^rof       [The  cZ^nrV^"  '"  ^"^''^'  Y'  ''i""^''*^- 
^perishable  article,,  instekd  of  remain?n.  !n   .hi    ..iT„! '".' °/  '^'  PetiUoner  is  this:  She  is  .he 


Prishable  articles,  instead  of  remaining  in  the 
inds  of  Hie  marshal,  should  be  delivered  to  the 
vner.  or  person  claiming  to  be  so,  he  giving 
nd,  dec— Negatived  in  Committee,  65  to  56. 


mother  ol  two  sons  of  her  own  name,  on  whom 
^*k  j'*^'^  tJfpendence  for  support,  who  were 
on  board  the  frigate  Constitution  in  both  her  ac- 
tions with  the  Guerriere  and  the  Java,  in  the  lat- 
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ter  of  which  both  were  killed.  It  was  further 
stated,  in  debate  by  Mr.  Archer  and  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, that  one  of  these  brave  fellows,  t;i  the  ago- 
nies of  death,  raised  himself  from  the  deck  and 
cheered  aloud  on  being  informed  that  victory  had 
declared  in  our  favor. 

The  report  goes  upon  the  ground  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  provide  by  law  for  individual 
cases;  and  that  no  general  provision  existed  in 
our  laws  for  relieving  the  wives  and  children 
even  of  those  who  tall  in  the  naval  service, 
though  a  bill  for  that  purpose  is  now  t.efore  the 
House,  by  a  provision  in  which,  if  at  all.  it  was 
said,  relief  might  be  extended  to  the  petitioner.] 

The  report  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Archer, 
of  Maryland.  Reed,  and  Ward,  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Taylor,  of  New  York,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Ingham. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

ADVANCES  OF  MONEY  BY  STATES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

War  Departmekt,  January  24,  1814. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  I5th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  the  enclosed  letter  and  account. 

By  the  former  it  appears  that  no  claims  (other  than 
those  of  the  State  of  Virginia)  for  moneys  advanced 
by  States  or  Territories,  in  calling  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  detachments  of  militia,  are  filed 
with  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Department ;  and  by 
the  latter  is  shown  the  items  in  the  accounts  rendered 
by  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  which  have  been  adjusted 
under  the  authority  of  existing  laws,  and  those  also 
which  require  legislative  provision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Hon.  Mr.  Chetes. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Kept. 

Dkpirtmeut  or  War, 
ArcotHTAJiT's  Office,  January  22,  1814. 

Sir:  In  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  15th 
instant,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Gover- 
nor of  Virginia,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  by  him  referred  to  this  office ;  and  a  copy  of  my 
letter  in  reply  lo  the  Governor,  together  with  a  copy 
of  iht:  list  of  disallowed  cliarges  on  settlement  at  this 
otBce  on  the  17th  of  November,  1812,  as  well  as  the 
amount  of  the  moneys  now  standing  to  the  debit  of 
the  State  of  Virginia  on  the  books  of  this  office.  There 
are  no  other  documents  in  this  office  touching  the  sub- 
ject of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  no  accounts  being  filed  here  for  moneys  advanced 
by  States  or  Territories  in  calling  into  service  of  the 
United  States  detachments  of  militia. 

Respectfullv,  I  am,  &c. 

W.  SIMMONS. 

The  Selhetart  of  War. 

Richmond,  October  14,  1812. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  I  transmit  an  account  of  the  Com- 
monwealth against  the  United  States,  and  the  vouch- 
ers in  support  thereof.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you 
the  indispensable  necessity  of  a  prompt  attention  to 
this  subject,  as  the  contingent  fund,  upon  which  we 
have  been  compelled  to  draw  for  a  great  proportion  of 
tbia  account,  is  entirely  eihauited,  and  claims  against 


the  State,  which  depend  upon  that  fund  for  payment, 
are  suspended.  If  a  difficulty  should  arise  to  any  of 
the  items,  it  may  be  a  subject  of  future  discussion.  In 
the  interim,  it  is  important  lo  us  that  so  much  of  the 
account  as  is  admitted  should  l>e  forthwith  discharged. 
If  convenient,  a  draft  on  the  bank  here  will  be  moat 
acceptable.     With  high  respect,  &c. 

J.  BARBOUR. 
ThcSECRBTART  or  War,  Wathtngton. 

DcrARTitiixT  or  Wae, 
Accoujitaht's  Office,  Nov.  17,  1812. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  this 
office  your  letter  lo  him  of  the  14th  ultimo,  together 
with  the  accounts  accompanying  it.  These  accounts, 
as  well  as  those  heretofore  rendered  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  have  been  acted  on,  and  such  parts  admitted  as 
it  is  thought  the  military  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  ex- 
isting at  the  time  the  disbursements  were  made,  would 
authorize.  A  copy  of  the  account  current  now  en- 
closed, will  show  you  the  items  composing  the  sum  of 
$17,159  31,  the  amount  admitted.  And  the  accom- 
panying statements  embrace  all  the  charges  made  by 
the  State  which  have  been  disallowed,  with  the  causes 
of  such  disallowance  noted.  Such  of  the  rejected 
vouchers  as  are  not  on  file  in  this  office  were  returned 
to  Mr.  Henning  ;  a  list  of  which  is  added  to  state- 
ment No.  1,  herewith.  The  balance  in  favor  of  the 
United  ^States  is  $2,114  10.  ac  will  appear  from  the 
enclosed  account  current.     1  liave  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  SIMMONS. 

His  Excellency  Jas.  Barrocr, 

Governor  of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  select  committee  having  the  subject 
under  consideration. 

BONDING  OF  LIBELLED  GOODS. 

The  engrossed  bill  "for  the  more  effectual  en- 
forcing of  the  non-importation  laws  by  forbid- 
ding the  courts  to  deliver  to  the  claimants,  pend- 
ing the  trial,  merchandise  or  other  articles  seized 
under  the  same,"'  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed — yeas  87,  nays '56.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Chappell,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton, Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Earle.  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  'Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Hungcrford,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Ma- 
ryland, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Car- 
ohna,  Leflierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kee, McKim,  .McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mur- 
free, Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,, 
Telfair.  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams. Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Paylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Caperton,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetta, 
Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Han- 
son, Hopkins  of  New  York,  Howell,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachuaetta, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  .Markeil,  Miller,  Molfiu,  Moseley,  Oak- 
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|py,   Peanpn,  Pidkering,  Pitkin,  Pott,  Potter,  John  |  ures  suggested   by  the  majority  met  with 
Keod,  Wifiiam    R«'d,    Richardson,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,     letualic    resistance,    and 


«c««.  ,...,.-.•....—  . w.,...^.^...wv.5<=.j^,  «u8s.c.,  letuaiic  resistance,  and  it  was  ^irooeiv  insinu- 
Schar*^,.,,  8hefi.y  Sherwood  Sh.pherd  SunTord  |  ,t,d  ,hat  to  this  zeal  of  oppugnat.on  was  attnbu- 
StorgM.  r^ggart.  lallm.dgerhomp.onVo.cU  ard  I  ^^ble  the  opposition  to  th  s  b.li.  For  h.msei  he 
^IdHua  '  '  '  '    ^^eged   leave  to  say  that   he  felt  an  anx  e  y  to 


uxicz 

PROHIBITION  OF  RANSOM 


discover  some  measure  of  the  majority,  which  a 

i  PROHIBITION  OF  RANSOM.  regard  for  the  welfare  of  his  country,  and  a  re- 

_,      -J  r  «,     ^  "P**^^   ^°''  '^^  dictates   of  his  conscience,  would 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cai.houn.  re-  permit  him  to  support.  He  bad  viewed  this  bill 
.  solved  Itself  into  a  Committee  ol  the  Whole,  on  ,  as  possibly  affording  such  an  occasion,  especially 
f  the  bill  10  prohibit  the  raosoniing  of  ships  or  ves-  |  »,,  ,„  the  almost  annihilated  state  of  our  cora- 
Jsrlsoftli^.  United  Slates,  and  the  goods  or  mer- |  merce,  but  little  practical  effect  could  follow 
*  chandise-on  boa.d  the  same,  captured  by  the  ene-  from  it.  But  he  feared  that  his  hopes  had  been 
TDies  thercol.  visionary,  and  wished  for  leisure  to  discover,  or 

The  hiank,  for  the  time  after  which  it  shall  j  enable  others  to  discover,  how  it  could  possibly 
have  effeft,  was  filled  wifh  the  first  day  of  April,    operate  any  good  end. 
Considerable  desultory  discussion  took  place  on  :      On  all  hands,  it  was  admitted  that  the  prohi- 
Ithe  princjplf  of  the  bill,  which  was  opposed  by    bition   of  ransoming  would   produce  individual 

J 5  Messrs.  P,:>9T  and  Gro3Venor  of  New  York,  and  I  inconvenience,  but  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Ward,  PkRERiNC,  and  Richardson  of  Massa-  Relations  believed  this  inconvenience  atoned 
/chuselts  ;  and  supported  by  Messrs  Calhocn  of  for,  by  the  great  public  benefit  it  would  effect. 
iSouth  Carolina.  VVright  of  Maryland,  and  Fi3k  ,  This   benefit  was  said    to  be   the  suppression  of 


of  Vermont. 

In  oppw$ition  to  the  bill,  it  was  said  that  it  was 
^contrary  <D  the  true  policy  cfihis  nation,  which, 


being  weak  in  it.s  maritime  power,  ought  to  per- 


"  collusive  captures  by  the  enemy,  covered  under 
the  practice  of  ransoming."  Now,  he  could  un- 
derstand how  such  collusion  might  exist  while 
we  had  a  coasting  and  an  export  trade  ;  but  now, 


init  the  Tj«ssels  of  its  citizens  to  be  ransomed,  be-  that  the  embargo  hermetically  closed  our  ports 
cause  the  chance  of  recapture  on  its  way  to  the  against  the  departure  of  our  vessels,  he  was  ut- 
port  of  ao  enemy  is  small;  that  no  benefit  could,  !  terly  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how  it  was  practicable, 
in  fact,  rCHult  to  the  United  States  from  its  pas-  j  The  object  of  ransoming  is,  to  be  permitted  to 
sage,  as  '^•- ■--   —  —  ii       ri      .   •       .  .  _  . 


isage,  as  t|ie  non-imporiation  act  was  capable  of  j  retain  the  captured  property.     The  only  instance 
^invasion  iin    a    thousand    ways— not   admitting,  \  in  which  ransoming  can  now  take  place,  is  with 
^  however,  ;the  fact  stated  of  frequent  evasions  of;  respect  to  American  vessels  going  from  one  for- 
<  that  law  i)y  pretended  ransoms;  that  the  opera- 
1  tion  of  th's  law  would    be  cruelly  severe  on  the 
J  coarters  and    poorer  classes  of  our  citi 

i 


going 
eign    port   to  another,  or  returning   from  abroad 
home.    Any  inducement  to  '•  collusive  captures  " 
poorer  classes  ot  our  citizens,  who    under  pretence  of  ransom,  in  instances  of  the  first 
J  were  allotted  by  the  enemy  to  release  their  craft    description,    had    not    been    suggested,   nor   was 
for  a  very*  small  proportion  of  its  value,  &c.  \  readily  conceivable.     As   to  those  of' the  other 


The  adyocates  of  the  bill,  in  reply,  adduced  the 
st;itemetiijof  the  Executive  of  collusive  practices 
under  thu   pretext  of  ransoming  vessels,  for  the 


class,  he  had  perplexed  his  mind  hitherto  in  rain, 
to  find  out  what  temptation  there  could  be  to  a 
collusive  capture  and  ransom.     It  would  seem 


}  purpose  o^  evading  the  n6n-importation  laws,  and     that,  ^f  the  ship  was  not  concerned  in  illegal  im- 

J  affording  intelligence  to  the  enemy.    They  stated,  j  portation,  and  had  no  prohibited  goods  on  board 

^  also,  that«)f  no  such  statement  had  been  laid  be- '  she  needed   no  stratagem  of  the  kind  to  lesalae 


J  fore  the  House,  the  fact  was  sufficiently  noto-  her  entry  into  the  ports  of  her  own  country  if 
J  nous  without  It.  The  law  might,  it  was  true,  I  she  had  a  prohibited  cargo,  it  seemed  equally 
;  gvve  rise 'in  its  operation  to  occasional  cases  of '  certain  that  the  process  of  capture  and  ransoru 
j  hardship,  but  no  principle  of  Government  was  neither  changed  its  character,  nor  altered  our 
J  bolter  esi4iblished  or  more  generally  acknowl-  laws  forbidding  its  introduction.  Perhaps  reflec- 
J  edged.  tha|ii  that  the  interest  of  individuals  must '  tion  might  show  that  there  were  pos.sibilities  of 
'jgtve  way  r.o  that  of  the  community,  which  it  was  '  such  a  practice,  notwithstanding  his  present  view 
J  contendec?  demanded  the  passage  of  the  law.  Ac.  seemed  very  clear  to  the  contrary  He  wished 
t  The  Cc«m nil t tee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  ,'  if  it  were  so.  to  know  them,  and,  on  knowin<^ 
flheHouM,.  On  the  question  of  its  passage  to  a  them,  would  take  pleasure  in  supporting  any 
1     li  ^D   i"^'      r  o  .  •  .       mea.sures  calculated    to  put  down    in  injurious 

1  Mr.  Pi-^.Ki.x.  of  Connecticut,  spoke  against  the  practice.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  bill  would 
fpiU;  and  Mr.  vV  RIGHT  in  favor  of  It.  lie  on  the  table. 

I  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trocp,  of  Georgia,  the  bill  No  answer  was  made.  The  motion  for  the  bill 
twas  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  but  was  subse-  to  lie  on  the  table  was  put  and  rejected  The 
^fluently  r»|iumed.  ,     ..„    .     i  Question  being  then  staled,  '-Shall  the  bill  be  en- 

y   Mr.  Gz-rroN   rose   to  move  that    the  bill   lie  ,  grossed  ?" 

ion  the  tat|e  UDiil  to-morrow.  In  making  this  j  Mr.  Gaston  again  rose  and  observed  that  as 
;motion,  h,^  had  no  design  to  delay  the  decision  ,  all  his  efforts  had  been  vam  to  discover  the  pos- 
.Upon  Its  passage,  but  to  procure  a  little  time  for  i  sibility  of  the  practice  meant  to  be  put  dowil  by 
J^ettection.^  It  had  been  complained  bv  gentle- j  this  bill,  at  the  expense  of  acknowledged  individ- 
favorable   to   this  bill,  that   all   the  meas- 1  ual  injury,  and  as  time  to  find  out  such  a  possi- 


( 


tfain 
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bility  had  been  refused  him,  he  claimed  to  know 
of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill,  and  of 
the  gentlemen  who  wished  it  enacted  into  a  law, 
whether  any  of  them  had  been  able  to  find  out  a 
possible  case?  If  they  had,  he  begged  them  to 
state  (t.  and  his  objections  were  removed  ;  bui  if 
they  could  find  none  such,  he  desired  to  be  in- 
formed upon  what  principle  he  or  any  other  per- 
son could  decently  vote  for  the  bill? 

A  pause  ensued — all  eyes  were  turned  upon  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. No  answer  was  given.  The  question  was 
put,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Ghosvenor  said,  he  was  not  certain  that 
he   understood    the    principles    upon    which    the 
bill  purported  to  be  founded,  sufficiently  to  justify 
him  in  offering  any  remarks  upon  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee; yet  so  palpably  incorrect  was  the  whole 
policy  of  the  measure,  as  it  was  presented  to  his 
mind,  that  he  could  not  withhold  his  view  of  it. 
But  first,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  offer  his  solemn 
protest  against  this  method  of  legislating.     In  re- 
ply  to  an   inquiry   made  by  his  honorable  col- 
league. (Mr.  Poar,)  the  Chairman  of  the  Com-  ' 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations,    who  reported  the 
bill.  (Mr.  Calhodn.)  had  stated  that  abuses  and 
evils  did  exist  under  this  practice  of  ransoming, 
and  that  particular  case*  of  abuse  had  been  slated 
to  the  committee,   of  which   that  gentleman  is 
chairman,   by   the   proper   Deparirneni.     h   was, 
Mr.  G.  said,  against  itiis  manner  of  giving  infor- 
mation to   the  House — information  which  it  was 
essential  that   the  House  should  possess   for  the 
regulation  of  its  conduct — that  as  a  member  of 
the  House,  a  co-ordinate  and  independent  branch 
of  the   Legislature,  he  .solemnly  protested.     He 
refused  not  to  any  committee  of  the  House  that 
confidence  to  which,  as   honorable  men,  and  as 
responsible  members  of  the  House,  they  were  en- 
titled.   But  who  IS  to  act  upon  and  pass  this  bill? 
Not  a  committee,  but   the  whole   House.     The 
House,  then,  said  Mr.  G.,  ought  to  receive  this 
information    •  from   the  proper  Department.''     It 
could  not  rely  upon  the  judgment  of  any  man,  or 
set  of  men.     It  would   be  more  decorous,  more 
Constiiuiional,  and   infinitely   more  satisfactory 
for  the  body  which  was  to  act,  and  which  were 
responsible  for  the  act.   to  call  for  the  facts  ;   to 
have  them  exhibited,  and  then  to  judge  whether 
they  justified  the  harsh  and  unjustifiable  measure 
now  before  it.     This  kind  of  legislation  was  a 
perversion,  in  his  opinion,  of  the  plainest  Consti- 
tutional principles.     Between  Congress  and  the 
Executive    there   ought    to  be   no  middle  body. 
There  could  be  none  consistent  with  his  views  of 
propriety  and   the   Constitution   of  the  country. 
Mr.  G.  ardently  hoped  this  new  system  of  blind 
confidence  would   be  abandoned,  and  the   old  in- 
dependent ground  reoccupied  by  the  House. 

Mr.  G.  then  asked  upon  what  principles  of 
general  policy  this  measure  was  founded?  The 
honorable  chairman  had  been  very  cautious  of  his 
views  and  reasonings;  but  he  stated  that  it  was 
to  correct  abuses.  And  he  had  also  stated  that 
England  had  a  similar  act.  Sir,  said  Mr.  G., 
England  has  an  act  of  a  similar  kind.     But  for 


the  very  reason  which  induced  England  to  adopt 
It,  we  ought,  for  years  to  come,  to  reject  it.  Mr. 
1  G.  said  he  had  always  understood  that  it  was  the 
policy  of  Powers  of  great  naval  strength  to  forbid 
their  subjects  the  practice  of  ransoming;  and  that 
u  was  equally  the  policy  of  nations  of  weak  naval 
means  to  permit  the  practice.  England  was  a 
strung  naval  Power;  her  navy  was  all-powerful 
on  the  ocean,  and  every  sea  is  covered  by  her 
cruisers.  Hence  it  is,  that  when  any  of  her  ves- 
sels are  captured  by  an  enemy,  the  probability  of 
recapture  almost  amounts  to  a  certainty.  Proba- 
bly her  cruisers  recapture  two-thirds  of  her  cap- 
tured vessels  before  they  are  able  to  reach  the  port 
of  her  enemy.  In  these  circumstances  she  for- 
bids her  subjects  to  ransom,  because  two-thirds 
of  the  money  paid  for  ransoms  would  probably 
be  thrown  away  and  lost  to  the  nation.  How 
widely  different  is  the  ca.se  with  us !  So  few  are 
our  cruisers,  so  weak  is  our  little  though  gallant 
navy,  that  probably  not  one  in  ten  of  our  vessels 
captured  by  the  enemy  can  be  recaptured.  Hence 
It  is  obviously  our  policy  for  the  present,  as  it  is 
of  all  nations  weak  in  naval  strength,  to  permit 
the  practice  of  ransoming,  because  thereby  im- 
mense pecuniary  advantages  are  procured  to  our 
citizens.  The  ransom  money  generally,  Mr.  G. 
believed,  did  not  exceed  one-tenth  or  one  fifteenth 
of  the  property  ransomed;  thus,  in  some  mea- 
sure, the  evils  resulting  from  the  great  superiority 
of  the  enemy  in  naval  force,  upon  the  remnant  of 
our  commerce,  are  f>arried  and  prevented.  And 
thus  the  merchant  and  coaster,  whose  all  is  sub- 
jected to  capture  on  the  ocean  by  a  superior  naval 
force,  is  not  exposed  to  absolute  destruction. 

It  has  been  by  this  means,  said  Mr.  G..  during 
this  war,  your  coasting  trade  has  escaped  abso- 
lute ruin.  By  means  of  ransom,  immense  quan- 
tities of  property  have  been  restored  to  our  citi- 
zens, with  very  trifling  pecuniary  sacrifices.  That 
numbers  engaged  in  ihe  coasting  trade,  whose 
whole  properly  was  vested  in  a  sloop  or  a  schoon- 
er, and  who  provided  bread  for  their  families  by 
the  navigation  of  our  sounds,  bays,  and  rivers, 
have  been  saved  from  absolute  destruction  by  this 
practice.  If  this  law  had  been  passed  two  years 
ago,  I  hazard  but  little  in  saying,  that  a  thousand 
vessels,  now  chained  to  your  docks  by  an  embar- 
go, would  have  been  at  the  bottom  ol  the  ocean, 
or  safely  anchored  in  the  ports  of  the  enemy. 

True  it  is,  said  Mr.  G.,  the  mortal  wounds 
already  inflicted  on  commerce  render  these  minor 
stabs  of  comparatively  small  importance;  having 
pierced  the  heart  of  the  victim,  it  perhaps  matters 
little  whether  you  lacerate  the  limbs  which  yet 
quiver  with  life,  but  quiver  with  the  last  agenies 
of  dissolution — yet  some  life  may  remain,  some 
vigor  may.  by  possibility,  be  restored  to  the  com- 
mercial world.  It  is,  therefore,  in  anticipation 
of  such  an  event,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  protested 
against  a  measure  violating  the  great  principles 
of  commercial  and  national  policy.  So  obvi- 
ously, Mr.  G.  said,  it  was  the  true  policy  of  a 
nation  of  extensive  maritime  commerce,  but  wilh 
a  small  naval  force,  to  protect  it  when  at  war 
with  one  altogether   her  superior  on  the  ocean, 
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to  permit  the  practice,  that  until  very  lately  it 
never  was  forbidden  by  England  to  her  subjects. 
Never^  until  she  had  swept  all  naval  Powers 
from  t^e  ocean  ;  never,  until  her  cruisers  had  so 
rnultip^ied  and  triumphed  in  every  sea  as  to  ren- 
der protectiori  to  her  merchantmen  almost  entire, 
and  ilif  recapture  of  them,  when  taken,  almost 
certajDjI  did  England  change  her  laws  upon  this 
'  subject.  When.  Mr.  G.  said,  our  little  navy, 
which*  has  so  gloriously  sustained  the  sinking 
honoj"  jjf  our  country,  shall  rise  to  an  equality 
with  tl^e  enemy,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  it 
becomf-  our  policy  to  prohibit  the  practice  of 
ranso.ti*ing.  At  present,  as  a  measure  of  great 
comm<vrcial  or  national  policy,  there  is  not  oue 
plausil^le  pretence  to  support  it.  The  little  rem- 
nant oi  our  commerce,  if.  indeed,  a  remnant  has 
or  shal't  escape  the  detestable  laws  of  the  embargo, 
will  bsj  aided  and  saved  by  the  permission  to 
ransoov 

Youf  merchants  have  been  beat  down  to  the 
earth  bV  the  arm  of  a  most  foolish  and  loathsome 
policy.)  Distress  and  ruin  has  been  spread  among 
them  v^ith  a  rapidity  and  certainty  which  no  art 
could  etoade,  no  firmness  and  prudence  could  resist. 
And  n(*w  you  are  about  to  nnish  the  great  work 
of  destJuction  by  forbidding  them  a  resort  to  the 
sparing  hand  of  the  enemy  for  relief.  Why  are 
you  lotdo  this?  Why  are  you  to  give  this  last 
stab  to'the  interests  of  a  most  useful  and  honora- 
ble cla^s  of  men,  whom  for  years  you  have  stretch- 
ed on  the  rack  of  disgrace  and  suffering?  What 
are  the  evils  to  be  remedied?  The  practice  of 
ransoming  is  a  cover  for  "'collusive  captures."  Is 
this  possible?  And  if  possible,  is  the  evil  in 
actual  Existence?  Where  is  the  evidence?  This 
is  an  independent  branch  of  the  Legislature — it 
acts  independently  of  every  other,  and  is  solely 
respon'^ible  for  all  its  acts  ;  if  there  are  any  facts 
existinjj.  tending  in  any  degree  to  prove  the  ex- 
istence'of  the  evil,  why  are  they  not  laid  before 
us  ?  If  this  House  ready  to  sacrifice  the  interests 
ofcom^nerce — to  annihilate  the  last  hope  of  the 
mercht^nts  and  coasters — to  violate  the  plainest 
and  m(ist  imperious  dictates  of  policy — upon  the 
suggesyons  of  the  President,  or  of  any  com- 
mittee * 

Wh?ire,  then,  shall  we  stop?  How  long  shall 
we  blitiJIy  sacrifice  the  interests  of  our  merchants 
upon  tl,e  unsupported  suggestions  of  men  in  no 
way  rei-ponsible  for  our  acts.  Let  us  pause,  and 
before  Iwe  add  another  destructive  act  to  those 
which 'have  already  prostrated  in  the  dust  the 
whole  ^najeslic  commercial  system  of  our  coun- 
try, letjus  at  least  demand  that  the  facts  upon 
which  we  act  be  placed  distinctly  before  us. 
Then  '.'e  may  judge  and  act  for  ourselves — then 
we  shaJl  escape  the  odium  which  must  attach  to 
us,  in  common  with  all  deliberative  bodies  wlio 
suffer  themselves  to  be  driven  along  by  the  ia- 
flueoct  of  men  whose  designs  we  know  not, 
whose  objects  we  cannot  penetrate,  and  who  can-  j 
not  answer  for  the  evils  we  may  bring  on  our  j 
country.  I 

The:biU  was  ihen  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fur  i 
a  third:reading. 


PILLING   THE   RANKS,  Ac. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  read,  concur- 
ring with  the  report  cf  the  committee  of  refer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  bill  for  filling  the  ranks,  encouraging  en- 
listments, dec, — and  the  House  took  up  the  mes- 


sage. 


Mr.  Trodp  stated  that  the  report  of  the  con- 
ferees had  been  made  upon  the  principle  of  com- 
promise, and  amounted  to  this — that  the  House 
was  to  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Sen- 
ate's amendment,  jo  far  as  relates  to  an  increase 
of  the  land  bounty,  and  the  Senate  was  to  recede 
from  its  amendment  to  the  bill  respecting  the 
money  bounty  ;  so  that,  if  the  bill  was  agreed  to, 
the  whole  bounty  in  money  would  be  $124  to 
each  recruit;  fifty  on  enlistment,  fifty  on  muster- 
ing the  recruitj  and  twenty-four  on  the  discharge 
from  service;  the  land  bounty  remaining  as  it 
has  heretofore  been.  Mr.  T.  related  the  arg«- 
ments  which  had  been  used  in  Committee,  &c., 
and  recommended  an  acceptance  of  the  report. 

The  report  was  accepted  by  the  House  without 
a  division. 

THE  NIAGARA  1-RONTIER. 
Mr.  Hopkins,  of  New  York,  rose  to  make  a  mo- 
tion which  he  deemed  worthy  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  the  House.  His  distance  from  the  re- 
porter prevented  his  first  remarks  frotn  being 
heard.  He  took  a  rapid  view  of  the  progress  of 
the  campaign  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  George, 
and  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  evacu- 
ation aud  destruction  of  that  post,  by  our  military 
force.  Connected  with  that  transaction  also  was 
another,  into  the  merits  of  which  it  was  not  his 
purpose  to  enter  at  this  moment,  as  it  did  not 
come  within  thescope  of  his  motion.  The  village 
of  Newark  was  burnt — a  circumstance  in  every 
respect  deeply  to  be  regretted,  both  as  respected 
the  character  of  the  nation,  and  the  faith  violated 
by  that  act,  which  had  been  so  often  pledged  to 
protect  the  inhabitants  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property  and  personal  rights.  The  place  had 
been  burnt,  not  in  the  act  of  attack,  not  as  villages 
suffer  that  are  destroyed  in  the  contending  opera- 
tions of  opposing  armies.  It  was  burnt  in  cold 
blood,  when  there  was  no  resistine  force  to  defend 
it  And  this  act  was  the  less  defensible,  because 
its  position  was  such  that  it  might  have  been  de- 
stroyed at  any  moment  if  its  destruction  had 
been  really  necessary.  The  consequence  of  which 
act,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  country  by  the 
United  States,  and  the  public  authority  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  was,  that  the  enemy  liad  re- 
taliated on  our  frontier  thie  distresses  and  injuries 
they  had  suffered  by  our  invasion  of  their  country. 
The  fort  o(  Niagara  had  been  destroyed ;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  published  accounts  asserted  to 
the  contrary,  with  it  a  vast  amount  of  public  stores 
had  been  destroyed.  It  was  impossible  not  to  have 
foreseen,  he  said,  when  all  our  forces  were  with- 
drawn, when  we  gave  up  the  conquest  we  had 
made  to  prosecute  another  and  very  distant  one, 
that  the  country  would  be  left  exposed  to  the  in- 
cursions of  an  enemy  exasperated  by  our  inroads 
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into  his  territory,  and  so  strong,  too,  that  during  [ 
great  part  of  the  past  season   he  held  our  forces  : 
confined  within  a  small  fortification.     The  conse- 
quence of  those  incursions  of  the  enemy  were  well 
known.    Lewistown.  Schlosser,  and  Buffalo,  were 
burnt.     It  might  be  necessary,  in  the  view  of  Gov- 
ernment, to  sacrifice  a  partof  the  territory  for  the 
preservation   of  the  whole.     Whatever  was   the 
object,  the  tract  of  country  to  which  lie  had   re- 
ferred fell  a  sacrifice  in  consequence  of  the  opera- 
lions  of  the  Government.     War  was  first  carried 
there  by  our  Government,  and  the  country  after- 
wards left  defenceless,  abandoned  to  the  enemy. 
The   distresses   incurred   in   consequence  of  this 
policy   were   great.     Several   villages   had    been 
Durnt.     Terrified  by  the  fears  and  horrors  of  sav- 
age warfare,  the  people  had  abandoned  their  habi- 
tations, and  for  thirty  or  forty  miles,  and   more, 
from  the  scene  of  action,  the  roads  swarmed  with 
the  flying  sufferers.     To  relieve  their  distresses  he 
would  propose  a  resolution  to  the  House.     He  did 
not  say  whether  it  would  be  proper  in  all   cases 
for  the  Government  to  compensate  individuals  for 
losses  occasioned  by  war;  but  this  was  a  case  in 
which  it  would  be  proper  for  our  Government  to 
afford  some  relief.     Our  Government  had   here- 
tofore extended  the  hand  of  relief  to  foreign  suf- 
ferers— he  alluded  to  the  case  in  which  a  quantity 
of  flour  had  been  sent  under  the  authority  of  Gov- 
ernment to  the  sufferers  at  Caraccas;  and  he  pre- 
sumed our  own  citizens,  equally  suffering,  were 
at  least  entitled  to  attention.    Mr.  H.  was  proceed- 
ing to  advert  to  the  liberality  which  it  had  always 
been  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  display  to  her 
citizens  in  similar  cases — but  the  Speaker  called 
his  attention   to  the  subject  of  his  motion;  and 
Mr.  H.  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  indem- 
nity or  relief  of  those  who  have  suffered  losses  by  the 
irruptions  of  the  enemy  on  the  Niagara  frontier  ;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  CALHOCN,of  South  Carolina, observed  that 
this  motion  embraced  a  novel  principle,  on  which 
the  House  ought  to  have  time  to  reflect,  and  there- 
fore moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Trodp  rose  to  state  a  fact,  not  at  all  by 
way  of  replication  to  anything  the  gentleman  had 
said  in  support  of  his  motion ;  but  merely  to  cor- 
rect an  impression  which  might  otherwise  gain 
currency  in  relation  to  the  burning  of  Newark 
The  commanding  officer  in  that  quarter  had 
been  ordered,  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  to  destroy 
Newark  in  one  event  only;  when  it  should  be 
absolutely  necessarv  to  the  safety  of  Fort  George. 
It  could  only  have  become  so  in  case  of  an  attack 
on  Fort  George,  the  enemy  availing  himself  of 
Newark  as  a  place  of  shelter.  Now,  no  attack 
had  been  made  on  Fort  George ;  and  the  burning 
of  Newark  was  of  course  not  consequent  on  any 
order  of  the  Government,  but  the  disobedience  or 
misconduct  of  the  commanding  ofllicer.  Such 
would  be  the  fact,  he  was  convinced,  which  an 
oflScial  statement  of  this  matter  would  disclose. 

Tne  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.       , 
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THE  LAKE  SERVICE. 
Mr.  KiLBOUR.N,  of  Ohio,  rose  to  offer  a  motion 
on  a  subject  which  he  deemed  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  success  of  the  next  campaign.  To 
obtain  a  complete  ascendency  on  Lakes  Ontario 
and  Champlain,  especially  on  the  former,  he  con- 
ceived to  t>e  a  matter  of  indispensable  necessity. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  such  measures  ought  to 
be  taken  as  to  render  this  acquisition  so  certain 
that  it  should  not  remain  a  moment  doubtful. 
The  enemy  in  that  quarter  appeared  to  be  duly 
apprized  of  the  importance  of  a  superiority  of 
force  on  these  lakes.  Already  we  have  informa- 
tion that  they  have  on  the  stocks  a  ship  calculated 

to  carry  sixty-four  guns,  also  two  other  vessels,  each 
as  large  as  the  General  Pike.    We  have  also  heard 
that  they  are  procuring  the  best  oflicers  from  their 
navy  on  the  ocean,  and  taking  seamen  from  all 
their  stations  to  man  the  Lake  fleets.      Mr.  K. 
apprehended,  unless  some  efl5cient  measures  were 
early   adopted    and    vigorously    prosecuted,    we 
should   be  very  apt    to  lose   the  ascendency  al- 
ready acquired  on  those  waters.  He  was  informed, 
he  said,  and  he  believed  from  the  best  authority^ 
that  it  had    been   found  very  difficult  during  the' 
last  year  to  obtain  seamen  for  that  service,  owing 
to  the  greater  frequency  of  sickness  in  that  vicin- 
ity than  on  the  Atlantic,  to  the  higher  price  of 
clothing,  inferiority  of  provisions,  greater  danger 
and  less  profit  of  service,  (Lc..  and  he  feared  the 
difl!iculty  would  be  rather  increased  than  dimin- 
ished   in  the  next  campaign.     It   had   been  fur- 
ther stated   to  him   that   the   recruiting  for    the 
frigates  had  been  injured  on  the  seaboard,  by  the 
fear  of  the  men  that  they  should  be  detached  for 
Lake  service.     Under  these  views  of  this  subject 
he  submitted  a  resolution  for  consideration  in  the 
following  words : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  pay  of  the  officers,  marines,  and  seamen,  compos- 
ing  the  crews  of  the  fleet*  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  Northern  Lakes  ;  and  of  offering  such 
other  inducements  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  if  any, 
in  addition  to  those  now  offered,  for  procuring  a  com- 
petent number  and  the  proper  description  of  men,  for 
all  the  purposes  connected  with  the  naval  service  on 
that  important  frontier,  by  which  to  establish,  with 
certainty,  a  complete  command  of  those  Lakes,  so  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  operations  in  that  quarter, 
in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war ;  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  LowNDKs,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  hoped 
the  resolution  would  not  pass,  thoug-h  he  had  no 
doubt  the  object  the  gentleman  had  in  view  would 
be  fully  attained  without  it.  He  perfectly  well 
remembered  asking  an  officer  of  high  reputation 
who  had  met  with  some  success,  but  not  as  great 
as  he  deserved,  in  the  operations  in  that  quarter 
whether  any  indisposition  appeared  among  the 
seamen  generally  to  serve  on  the  Lakes;  and  he 
had  replied  in  the  negative.  But  if  the  fact 
were,  that  that  service  is  not  so  inviting  as  some 
others,  the  plan  of  increasing  the  wages  of  sea- 
men, offering  additional  inducements,  would  work 
an  effect  different  from   that  which  the  gentle- 
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man  T^rished  ;  and  would  be  rather  apt  to  deter 
searaea  from  entering  it,  for  fear  of  encountering 
hardsbiips  more  than  commensurate  with  the  ad- 
ditional inducement.  Jitc. 

Mr.  KiLROtRN  spoke  again  in  support  of  the 
motion^  and  stated  more  particularly  some  facts 
he  had  collected  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  IS.EEO,  of  Massachusetts,  took  occasion  to 
remarklthat  the  wages  of  seamen  were  not  fixed 
by  law, 'but  were  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Head  o|"  the  Navy  Department. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Kil- 
bourn'.!!   motion  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
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Wednesday,  January  26. 

Chadles  Goldsborouoh,  from  Maryland,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Sat- 
urday next. 

Mr.  Trocp,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AffaiPs.  reported  a  bill  to^imend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  a  corps  of  sea  fencibles  ;" 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee-of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

Thebill  from  the  Senate,  '•  to  incorporate  the 
Directors  of  the  Washington  Library  Company," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committ«e 
of  the. Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Tayloh,  of  New  York,  made  the  follow- 
ing report  on  the  petition  of  certain  inhabitants 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  : 

'•The  committee  for  revising  the  militia  laws,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Adam  King,  in  be- 
half of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  detached  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing tha:  an  act  may  be  passed,  making  to  them  the 
usual  allowance  for  clothing  while  employed  in  the 
serrice  jof  the  United  States,  during  the  last  campaign, 
report :  That,  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  February 
2,  1813,  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of 
the  milUia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  became 
entitled  to  receive  the  same  monthly  pay,  rations,  and 
forage  as  were,  or  might  be,  provided  by  law  for  the 
non-coijimissioned  officers  and  privates  in  the  -\rmy  of 
the  United  States.  No  provision  was  made  for  an  al- 
lowance in  lieu  of  clothing,  as  in  the  case  of  volun- 
teers called  into  service  under  the  act  authorizing  the 
Presidejit  of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize 
Tolunt«i<.'r  military  corps,  passed  February  6,  18r.i. 
The  c<lmmittee  are  not  informed  of  the  existence  of 
any  rei|son  distinguishing  the  militia  of  the  Diittrict  of 
Columbia  from  that  of  the  several  States,  or  requiring 
special  provisions  for  their  benefit.  They  have  received 
for  thetr  services  a  compensation  equal  to  that  of  the 
non-coramissioned  officers  and  privates  of  any  other 
detachiuent  of  militia  ordered  into  service  since  the 
last  dajjj  of  December,  1812,  and  beyond  the  compen- 
sation (./  those  called  out  previous  to^  that  day.  The 
commiijee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution: 

"  he.plved.  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw hw  petition." 

Th^  report,  having  been  read,  was  concurred  in 


RANSO.M  OF  VESSELS. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  ransoming  of 
ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
goods  or  merchandise  on  board  the  same,  captured 
by  the  enemies  thereof,  was  read  the  third  tune, 
and  passed — yeas  80,  nay?  57,  as  follows  : 

YzAs — Messrs.  .Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown, 
ButJer,  Calhoun,  Clark,  Cloplon,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denojelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  ISew 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Leffcrts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kee, .McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Orrasby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rca  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sevier, 
Seyberl,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tay- 
lor, Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey, 
Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grocvenor,  Hale  Hasbrouck, 
Hufty,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovelt.  .Mar- 
kell.  Miller,  Moffit,  Moselev,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pitkin, 
Post,  Potter,  William  Reed',  Richardaon,  Ridgely,  Rug- 
gle«,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  South 
of  New  York,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge. 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and 
Wood. 

ADDITIONAL  RIFLE  CORPS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taotjp,  of  Georgia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  raising  of  three 
additional  rifle  regiments. 

Mr.  Thol'p  explained  his  views  in  relation  lo 
this  bill.  Its  object  was  to  raise  an  additional 
nunaber  of  a  description  of  troops  of  peculiar  util- 
ity in  certain  situations.  Of  the  utility,  indeed, 
necessity,  of  additional  troops  of  this  character, 
there  was.  he  believed,  no  difference  of  opinion. 
The  only  question  for  the  decision  of  the  House 
was,  in  what  manner  this  force  should  be  raised  ; 
whether,  as  proposed  in  this  bill,  by  raising  ad- 
ditional men  ;  or,  by  converting  three  of  the  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  now  authorized  by  law,  into 
rifle  regiments  ;  or,  by  attaching  to  each  of  thirtv 
regiments  of  infantry,  now  in  service,  a  flanK 
company  of  riflernen;  or,  whether  a  discretion 
should  be  vested  in  the  President  to  raise  them, 
as  might  by  him  be  deemed  expedient,  in  one 
way  or  the  other.  Of  these,  Mr.  T.  appeared  to 
prefer  the  mode  proposed  by  the  bill,  principally 
because  it  would  afford  an  opportunity  for  select- 
ing officers,  and  enlisting  men  in  those  parts  of 
the  Union  most  familiar  with  the  use  of  this 
weapon,  &,c.  Mr.  T.  took  occasion  to  say  that 
there  were  unquestionably  many  supernumerary 
officers  m  the  present  slate  of  the  Army  ;  and,  he 
acknowledged,  if  its  ranks  were  not  likely  to  be 
filled,  the  regiments  ought  to    be  consolidated, 
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and  the  sopernumeraries  disbanded.  But,  it  was  I  stronger  in  population  and  resources ;  and,  how- 
hoped  and  believed  the  measures  taken  by  Con-  j  ever  long  that  junction  of  the  Canadas  mav  be 
gress  would  have  the  effect  to  fill  the  ranks,  and  |  deferred,  the  United  States,  for  reasons  too  obvi- 


render  such  a  measure  unnecessary 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  delivered  a  very 
able  speech,  of  more  than  an  hour  in  length,  in 
support  of  the  war.  and  in  reply  to  several  fen- 
tlemen  in  opposition  ;  his  colleagues,  particularly, 
who  addre.ssed  the  House  the  other  day.  He  de- 
clared himself,  also,  in  favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Grosve!10r,  of  New  York,  followed  in  a 
spirited  reply,  point  to  point,  to  the  speech  of  his 
colleague   who    preceded    him.      Mr.   G. 
nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Shipherd,  of  New  York,  next  took  the 
floor,  and  made  a  speech  of  rather  greater  length 
than  Mr.  Grosvenor'b,  in  which  he  neither 
spared  the  Administration,  the  majority  in  Con- 
gress, the  war.  nor  the  speech  of  his  colleague 
Mr.  Taylor.  He  did  not  mention  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tenness«!e.  having  observed  that 
be  would  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation, said,  after  considering  the  number  of  gen 
tlemen  composing  this  House,  and  that  every  one 
of  them  had  an  equal  right  to  deliver  his  senti- 
ments— and  noticing  the  monitor  oq  his  right, 
(the  clock.)  warning  that  the  day  is  far  gone — 
he  perceived  that  little  time  remained  for  him  to 


ous  to  mention,  will  not  be  at  rest  until  the  Can- 
adas are  conlederated  with  them  ;  and,  until  the 
Canadas  be  so  confederated,  they  will  be  lo  Great 
Britain  a  source  of  expense,  perplexity,  and  terror. 
He  observed  that,  although  he  held  these  opin- 
ions, he  thought  to  speak  little  about  the  conquest 
of  Canada  might  be  most  proper — let  actions  be 
in  place  of  words. 

That  two  proclamations   recommending  days 
poke  <  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving  had  been  issue'd,  and 
I  the  prayers  offered   up  on  ihese  days  did   not  ap- 
'  pear  to  have  had  the  desired  effect,  has  been  inii- 
t  mated.     Mr.  R.  observed,  this  was  a  subject  to  be 
,  approached  with  most  solemn  reverence  and  low 
humility — to  approach  it.  was  walking  on  holy 
ground.     He  would  not  dare  to  scan  tne  course 
of  Divine  Providence.     He  would  not  presume  to 
enter  within  ihe  sacred  veil  of  the  Eternal,  and 
pronounce  whether  prayers  offered  up  on  those 
days  were  or  were  not  about  to  be  answered;  be- 
lieving the  Eternal,  although  he  may  not  imme- 
diately give  that  prayed  for,  may  when  he  pleases 
in  his  providence  give  it,  or  some  oiher  or  better, 
to  the  humble,  believing  petitioners,  be  they  indi- 
viduals or  nations. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  has  openly  and 


offer  any  observations  in  this  debate;  he  therefore    candidly  said,  ihat,  in  his  opinion,  the  war  is  wrong 
1  J  ,1       and  therefore  he  cannot  vote  for  any  measure  to 

support  the  war.      That  declaration  is  fair  and' 
honorable,  and  brings  the  point  to  issue — namely, 
that  the  war  is  either  right  or  wrong  on  the  part 
of  the  United   States,  or  on    the  part  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  object  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the 
majority  in  this  House  appears  to  be  to  prove,  in 
this  debate,  that  the  war  in  which  the  United 
States  are  engaged  is  a  just  war  on  their  part, 
and  for  a  good  and  righteous  cause.  The  object 
of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the  minority  ap- 


would  proceed  in  a  manner  as  concise  as  possible 
The  debate,  by  the  wide  range  assumed,  ap- 
peared extraordinary — it  seemed  to  draw  in  any- 
thing and  everything,  however  remote,  having  any 
possible  relation  to  the  existing  state  of  things; 
and  therefore  appeared  undefined,  extensive,  and 
unlimited. 

The  idea  of  conquering  Canada,  in  respect  to 
propriety  and  impropriety,  is  a  very  happy  idea — 
It  affords  either  way  so  many  points  for  argument 
and  illustration,  for  good  or  for  bad.  That  the 
Canadas  will  soon  or  late  be  an  integral  part  of 


this  confederated  Union,  is  believed.  The  peace  i  pears  to  be  to  prove  that  the  war  is  unjust  on  the 
and  happiness  of  these  United  States,  and  the 
peaeeand  happinessof  the  British  Empire,  require 
that  the  Canadas  shall  be  joined  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  as  the  great  heretofore  prov- 
ince of  Louisiana  has  been  united  to  them.  Dur- 
ing the  time  the  Canadas  were  provinces  of  France. 
the  British  Empire  was  not  at  re^t.  Indians,  un- 
der the  influence  and  direction  of  French  agents 
in  Canada,  were  in  the  almost  continual  praciice 
of  making  barbarous,  bloody. and  murdering  incur 


sioDS,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  then  British  prov- 
inces of  North  America,  and  continued  so  to  do, 
until  the  Canadas  were  conquered  from  France, 
and  became  provinces  of  the  British  Empire.  In 
the  same  manner,  the  Indians,  under  the  influ- 
ence and  direction  of  British  agents  in  the  Can- 
adas, have,  for  the  most  part  of  the  time  since  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  ihe  United  Slates  and 
Great  Britain,  progressed  in  a  course  of  murder- 
ous incursions  on  the  frontier  of  and  of  open, 
avowed  warfare  against,  the  United  States.  That 
st«te  of  things  cannot  always  be  in  operation 
against  these  United  States,  every  day  growing 


part  of  the  United  States,  and  for  a  bad  and  un- 
righteous cause.  If  the  gentlemen  who  argue  io 
support  of  the  war  be  correct — and  in  mv  hum- 
ble opinion,  said  Mr.  R.  they  are— the  United 
States  are  in  the  right,  and  Great  Britain  in  the 
wrong;  and.  if  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority, 
who  argue  against  the  war,  are  correct,  Britain 
is  in  the  right,  and  the  United  States  are  in  the 
wrong.  Other  deductions  may  be  drawn  from 
the  arguments  offered  on  each  side,  respectively, 
but  are  omitted. 

To  enter  upon  a  justification  of  the  war  does 
not.  at  this  time,  appear  necessary;  for,  if  what 
has  been  said,  written,  and  done,  be  insuflicient  to 
prove  the  war  to  be  just  and  righteous  on  the  part 
of  ihe  United  Stales,  and  unjust  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  be  insuflScient  to  convince  ail 
opposers  that  ihey  hold  incorrect  opinions  rela- 
tive thereto — there  cannot  be  any  hope  that  what 
has  been  or  may  be  said  in  this  debate  will  con- 
vince them  that  the  war  is  just  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  that  tiiey  hold  incorrect  opin- 
ions relative  thereto.     And,  if  all  that  has  been 
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id  done,  to  proTe  the  war  unjust 
01,  the  part  vf  the  United  Slates,  and  just  un  the 
p.  it  of  Grt-at  Britain,  be  insufficient  to  convince 
tl,  in  who  believe  the  war  to  be  just  on  the  part  of 
tl  .•United  Saates.  and  unjust  on  the  part  of  Great 
B  litain,  that  they  hold  iticorrect  opinions  rela- 
li  J  thereto— i-for  what  g  od  purpose  is  thisdebate? 
It  1  not  in  the  power  of  reason  or  argument,  said 
N5  |R..tocoWvincenje  that  the  war  is  unjuston  the 
p.^  of  the  United  Stales,  and  just  on  the  part  of 
G^at  Briiaiij.  I  do  as  firmly  believe  the  war  to 
b»lliust.  and  for  good  and  righteous  cause,  on  the 
pilf  of  the-  United  Slates,  and  unjust  on  the  part 
oiL Great  Britain,  as  I  do  believe  in  my  own 
e^^ience.  Believing  that  the  gentlemen  in  the 
"^  |>j)osition  iire  as  tenacious  of  their  opinions — 
n*nely,  thrat,  the  war  is  unjust  on  the  part  of  the 
U|{ted  State« — I  am  willing  that  they  do  retain 
thifn.  and  ll^e  more  especially  as  they  have  so 
lofV  persevered  in  those  opinions,  notwithstanding 
al|i,hathas  been  said  written,  and  done,  to  manifest 
tb%i  ihe  war  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  is 
ji  i,  and  for  good  cause. 

f  be  majority  in  this  House  are  responsible  to 
th  :'-  people  of  this  nation  for  the  war,  and  for 
e\  jy  mea(»ure  adopted  to  support  the  war  ;  and 
tb  ^.minoriiy  are  responsible  to  the  people  of  this 
ni  tion  for  their  opposition  to  the  war.  and  to  every 
to  Jisure  to  carry  on  the  war.  Let  then  this 
n;  (ion  be  tlie  judge. 

this  nation  has  already  been  in  judgment  on 

ll   f  question,  and  a  great  majority  of  the  people 

hrfe   decid*rd  that  the  war  is  just,  and  for  good 

c^ise,  on  th.'   part  oi'  the  United   States.     Elec- 

tiiSs  for  members  of  Congress  have  been  since 

llfideclaraiion  of  war;  these  elections,  and   the 

aAjjal  majorities  nuw  existing  in  each  House  of 

C-WJgress,   jifove   that   the  people  of  this  nation 

h*#e  decided  that  the  war  is  just  on  their  |)art. 

l|je  people  jf  this  nation  have  also  since  llie  dec- 

li^iition  of  war  elected,   by  a  great   majority,  a 

Plrsident  of  the  United  States  ;  that  is.  liiey  have 

lected  tt^e  President  of  the  United  States,  the 

^le  virtuojis  citizen  who  was  President  of  the 

ijited  Stall's  at  the  time  the  war  was  declared. 

\  these  iWngs  the  great  majority  of  the  people 

ihis  nation  have  done;  all  that  was  ^aid,  writ- 

t«jbi,  or  done  by  the  minority  to  the  contrary  nol- 

vijihstandiKg.     The  people,  then,  of  this  nation. 

\m)re  judge!  and  decided  that  the  war  is  just  on 

t^^  part  of  the  United  States,  and  of  course  un- 

jist  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

^'jThe  geniiemeo  of  the  Opposition  do  not  appear 

j*{isfied  with  that  judgment.    VVell.  then,  another 

j'-Jge  will  t-e  presented  to  their  consideration,  and 

d|^tainly  th<fy  will  a^ree  that  the  judge  alluded 

t:  is  perfectly  impartial,  and  without  prejudice  to 

e  <her  Great  Britain  or  the  United  States.     The 

F  iiperor  of  Russia   is   highly  esteemed  by  the 

J  -jjple  of  I  Ik  United  States;  the  laity  and  clergy. 

(g-every  denomination,  highly   respect  His  Ma- 

j  ^ty  for  hi*  friendship  to  the  United  States.    He 

1   Jhe  ally  of  Gr^at  Britain   in  the  existing  war 

J  ^inst  Frapce.'^Genilemen  in  the  minority  have, 

I  ^  words  a^d  by  actions,  testified  incontroverti- 


tertaio  for  the  Emperor  of  Russia.    He  is  the 

judge  alluded  to.    The  high  rank  of  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  among  the  nations  of  the  earth — the 
celebrity  of  his  character,  and  the  consideration 
of  bis  being  the  ally  of  Great  Britain  in  a  war 
unexampled,  go   to  encourage  an  hope  that  his 
opinion  and  judgment  relative  to  the  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  will  be  con- 
sented to.     His  decision  ought  to  be  the  more  at- 
tended to,  because,  being  the  common  friend  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales  of  America, 
his  friendship  for  both  induced  him  to  offer  him- 
self a  mediator  to  conciliate  peace  between  them. 
That  that  friendly  offer  of  mediation  was  accept- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  was 
rejected  by  Great  Britain,  is  true  ;  that  acceptance 
and  rejection  give  a  strong  and  conclusive  reason 
to  induce  an  unqualified  assent  to  the  justice  of 
his  decision  in  relation  to  war.     Hear,  then, 'and 
attend   to   what    Mr.   Daschkofl',   Envoy   Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Im- 
perial Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias, 
writes  to  the  Secretary   of  Slate  of  the  United 
States,  in  his  letter  dated  Washington,  Sth  March, 
1813;   the  words  of  the  translation  are — 

"His  Majestv,  who  takes  pleajturc  in  doing  justice 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  Government  of  the  United  State* 
of  America,  is  convinced  that  it  has  done  all  that  it 
could  do  to  prevent  this  rupture." 

By  the  word  "'  rupture."  is  understood  the  war 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great 
Britain.  Great  is  the  substance  expressed  in  these 
words  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  by  his  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary. — 
"  His  Majesty  takes  pleasure  in  doing  justice  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates."  This  manifests  that  he  had  maturely 
considered  all  the  causes  of  the  war,  before  he 
formed  his  opinion.  He  ascribes  wisdom  to  the 
Governmeiu  of  the  United  Stales.  For  what  ? 
Because  "it  has  done  all  that  it  could  do  to  pre- 
vent this  rupture."  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  then,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Em- 
peror of  all  the  Russias,  done  all  that  it  could  do  to 
prevent  this  war;  from  which  the  conclusioa 
clearly  follows,  that  the  war  has  been  forced  oq 
the  United  States  by  Great  Britain,  and  is,  there- 
fore, unjust  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  just 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

For  this  magnanimous  decision  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  merits,  and  let  him  have,  the  high  esteem 
of  all  the  people.  That  decision  will  confirm  in 
their  opinion  all  the  friends  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States;  what  effect  it  will  hare 
with  those  who  oppose  the  proceedings  of  the 
Government,  ia  relaiioa  to  the  war,  is  left  for 
time  to  manifest. 

If  the  design  of  this  discu.ssion  be  to  give  evi- 
dence to  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  the 
justice  or  iijjustice  of  the  war,  that  evidence  will 
not  be  the  best  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  is 
capable  of.  Mr.  R.  observed  he  would  suggest  a 
mode  whereby  the  best  evidence  may  be  obtain- 
ed :  Let  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  make  a  perfect  digest  of  all  corres- 


!^  the  higv  respect  and  esteem  which  they  en-    pondeoce  and  diplomatic  proceedings  which,  from 
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time  to  time,  have  been  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  and  of  all  the  orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  acts  of  Parliament,  and  proclamations  of 
Great  Britain,  relative  to   the  cause   which  in 


Thursday,  January  27. 


Mr.  Webster  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Porisraouth,  in  New 
duced  the  war;  to  that  digest  let  the  committee  '  Hampshire,  setting  forth  that,  on  the  night  of  the 
add  a  complete  abstract  of  all  the  communica-  22d  ol  December  last,  a  great  portion  of  said  town 
tions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  !  ^^^  destroyed  by  hre.  and  praying  that  the  pro- 
Congress,  and   of  the  proceedings   and    acts  of :  «eds  ot   the  direct  taxes  and  the  inlernal  duties 

Congress   relative    to   that   correspondence    and  '  w^^'^"  ^^"^   ^^"'  °f  '"^V   ^^'  collected   in  said 
-     •  town,  may  be  granted   tor  the  relief  of  the  suf- 

ferers.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force 
the  act  declaring  the   consent  of  Congress  to  aa 


those  diplomatic  proceedings,  and  relative  to  the 
war,  and  to  every  measure  adopted  by  Congress 
in  maintenance  of  the  war;  and  to  this  let  there 
be  annexed  a  compilation  of  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  every  vote  on  each  question  taken  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  respectively,  on  all  the  va- 
rious subjects  relating  to  that  correspondence  and 

diplomatic  proceedings,  and  to  the  said  orders  in  I  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  passed  on  the 
Council,  acts  of  Parliament,  and  proclamations  12ih  of  December,  1804,  establishing  the  fees  of 
of  Great  Briiain,  and  relating  to  the  war  and  to    the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports 


all  the  measures  enacted  in  maintenance  of  the 
war,  (all  this  may  easily  be  done  by  recourse  to 
the  documents  111  possession  of  Congress,  and  to 
theJournalsofboth  Houses  of  Congress  respective- 
ly;)a  book  will  then  be  made  (and  let  it  be  publish- 
ed) containing  the  best  evidence  to  prove  the  war 
unjust  or  just  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 


of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  ihe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther it  be  expedient  to  make  provision  by  law 
for  the  appointment  of  agents,  in  those  States 
where  Commissioners  of  Loans  are  not  appointed, 


and  whether  they  have  been  or  are  for  the  war,    for  the  purpose  of  paying  military   pensioners, 


and  the  measures  to  support  the  war.  or  they  who  j 
have   opposed  and   do  oppose   the  war,  and  the  I 
measures  to  maintain  the  war,  are  right,  and  act-  j 
ing  in  maintenance  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  in-  j 
dependent  nation.    Having  voted  for  the  war.  and  j 
for  the  measures  deemed  necessary   10   maintain  ; 
the  war,  Mr.  R.  observed,  he  was  perfectly  will- 
ing to  submit  that  body  of  evidence  to  the  people 
of  this  nation,  and  of  all  nations,  thereby  to  de- 
termine the  justice  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  the 


and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelsojj, 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Jasper  Anderson  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  on  State 
establishment,  entitled  to  bounty  lands  under  the 
engagement  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  made  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,  out  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  Stales,  such  compensation  as 
may  be  deemed  advisable  to  make  good  the  Slate 


United  States  of  America. 

The  great  majority  of  the  people  have,  as  has  I  engagements,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
been  observed,  decided  that  this  war  is  just  on  '  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
their  part.  Why,  then,  with  all  due  respect  let  '.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert, 
It  be  inquired,  is  this  difference  of  opinion  rela-  '  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Forsyth  be  appointed  oa 
live  to  the  war  continued  ?  VV^e  have  no  other  j  the  coramillee  appointed  on  the  20lh  ultimo,  to 
country  but  this,  and  it  requires  of  us  the  preser-  inquire  into  the  present  condition  and  dislribu- 
▼alion  of  its  rights.    If  Great  Britain,  encouraged  .  tion  of  the  flags,  standards,  and  colors,  which  have 


by  our  dissensions,  shall  be  able  to  break  down 
any  of  the  sovereign  attributes  of  the  United 
States,  great  will  be  our  responsibility.  Ruin 
oftentimes  is  the  effect  of  division  ;  salvation  al- 
ways is  the  effect  of  union.  Let  us.  then,  all  be 
united  in  the  prosecution  of  this  just  war,  and 
every  reason  will  then  be  to  expect  a  peace, 
which  will  confirm  the  sovereign  rights  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

A  motion  was  now  made  that  the  Committee 
rise  and  report  progress.  This  motion  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Troup,  on  the  ground  of  unneces- 
sary delay,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Waro,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina, 
from  a  desire  to  obtain  that  opportunity  lor  fully 
debating  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  which  the  ma- 
jority had  pledged  themselves  to  afford. 

The  question  to  rise  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  leave  was  given  to  sit  again  by  a  close 
vote — for  leave  62,  against  it  68. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


been  taken  by  the  forces  of  the  United  Stales  from 
their  enemies,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Cheves,  elected 
Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
revise  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  proceed- 
ing, and  report  such  alterations  and  amendments 
as  they  may  think  proper  and  necessary,  if,  in 
their  opinion,  any  be  required. 

A  mes.»age  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  'to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  permit 
the  departure  of  Paul  Cuffee  from  the  United 
States,  with  a  vessel  and  cargo,  to  Sierra  Leone, 
in  Africa,  and  to  return  with  a  cargo,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

NEW  YORK  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  governors  of 
the   New  ^ork   Hospital ;  which  was  read,  and 
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jrred  to  I  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  Mod- 

'  neif.      yhe  report  is  as  follows: 

•*he  Comriittec  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
tl»-  memoriaUof  the  governors  of  the  New  York  Hob- 
pl^l,  having jhad  the  same,  with  the  accompanying 
p*^rg,  un«le{   consideration,   respectfully  ask  leave  to 

n'hat,  by  a^i  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  tho  16th  of 
JCy-  17^^.  *  *^""'^  ^**  authorized  and  directed  to  be 
ed  for  the' relief  of  Mck  and  disabled  seamen,  by  a 
of  twenty  cents  per  month  on  their  wages,  for  the 
.^Ic  period  of  their  employment.  That  by  the  said 
aA.  the  President  was  authorized  to  provide  for  the 
tfli»porary  relief  and  maintenance  of  such  seamen  as 
gt{,>uld  be  sick  or  disabled,  in  hospitals  or  other  proper 
iiliitutions  ;  ;and  the  expenditure  of  money  in  one  dis- 
til;t  was  eTj^cssly  limited  to  the  sum  collected  in  the 
«i,De.  Thi:  .President  was  further  empowered  to  ap- 
iflit,  in  the  tjeveral  ports,  one  or  more  persons  to  di- 
iX  the  e^i^nditure  of  the  fund,  according  to  such 
ktructions  48  should  be  given.  The  person  appointed 
fA  this  purptme  in  the  port  of  New  York  was  the  col- 
li^ lor  of  the  rustoms,  who,  in  obedience  to  instructions, 
rtt\ii9  provision  for  the  support  of  seamen  in  the  New 
Yjifk  Hospital,  of  which  the  memorialisU  are  the  su- 
p|i4ntendent#,  and  in  the  month  of  November,  1804, 
ittd  th^  number  of  disabled  seamen,  for  whoM 
intenanoei  in  said  hospital,  the  United  States  would 
'j  themsettes  responsible.  During  every  year  since 
'  period  the  memorialiata  have  received  into  the 
spiUl  a  riumber  of  seamen  exceeding  the  number 
aifwed  by  tj.c  collector.  For  the  support  of  these  su- 
j,  i>numerar>:  seamen  the  memorialist!:,  as  directors  of 
t  y  in8tituti(-,n,  exhibit  a  claim  of  $11,552  S6  against 
11  0  United  plates. 

your  conimittec   ask   leave  to  subjoin,  as  a  part  of  j 
tf4ir  report,  a  letter  addressed  to  them,  upon  this  sub-  | 
I,  by  the'  acting  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  from  | 
•ich  it  appears  that,  from  the  year   1804,  to  the  year  | 
^13,  inclusive,  there  was  received  at  the  port  of  New  | 
irk,  for  ihf  marine  hospiul  fund,  the  sum  of  $103,-  ; 
U  04  ;  and  eipended  in  the  same  port,  from  the  said 
-itid,  in   th(:  same  period,  the  sum  of  $117,547  29  ; 
ilaking  the 'balance  expended  in  New  York  more  than 
1ft  which  was  collected,  $13,603  25. 
■  It  was  jKficult  for  your  committee  to  conceive  upon 

fftat  ground  compensation  could  be  claimed  by  the 
>«emor>ali»U  for  the  sum  of  $11,552  86,  expended 
liithem  mote  than  what  was  allowed  by  Uie  directors 
ri  ■  the  mar:i»e  hospital.  It  may  be  said  that  the  fund 
lis  made  general  bj  the  act  of  1802,  and  thereby,  as 
ejpcndil'^re  was  no  longer  limited  to  the  district  in 
lirh  it  wfs  creat«'d,  an  equitable  demand  arises  to 
tnuneraiion.  But  when  it  is  recollected  that  there 
c  many  otjier  dustricU  in  which  a  great  tonnage  (of 
jjurse  manj  seamen)  are  employed,  the  conclusion  m- 
(Jvjtably  resijlts,  that  the  President  coufd  not,  without 
2\lfsregard:to  the  interests  of  other  portions  of  the 
^nion.  autl^rize  in  one  district  an  expenditure  undue 
proportioii  to  the  demands  of  others. 
The  meiliorialists  seem  strongly  to  rely  upon  the 
Lplication  «of  this  fund  to  other  purposes  than  that 
r  which  i<  was  originally  created.  A  portion  of  it, 
vis  true,  !ias  been  appropriated  to  the  building  of 
uitable  puMic  hospitals  for  the  reception  ol  seamen. 
<ul  this  appropriation  has  unquestionably  been  in  fur- 
iterance  ot  the  general  benelicent  objects  of  the  ongi- 
iM  law.     {( the  United  States  had  violated  the  pledge 


certainly  be  a  mbjcct  of  serious  complaint  on  the  put 
of  our  seamen,  but  could  have  furnished  no  ground  for 
reprehension  to  any  charitable  institutions;  the  more 
particularly,  when  all  contracts  with  them  liad  been 
rigidly  fulUUed  by  the  United  States. 

Upon  a  review  of  all  the  circumstances  which  can 
possibly  bear  on  the  case,  your  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  district  of  New  York  has  received  at  least 
its  due  proportion  of  the  fund  for  the  support  of  sea- 
men ;  and  that  the  governors  of  the  New  York  Hospi- 
tal, aware,  as  they  acknowledge  themselves  to  be,  of 
the  number  of  seamen  for  whose  maintenance  the 
Government  would  hold  itself  responsible,  have  no 
claim,  either  legal  or  equitable,  for  the  reception  and 
support  of  supernumerary  seamen. 

On  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  marine  hoa- 
pital  fund,  for  which  the  memorialists  pray,  your  com- 
mittee do  not  consider  themselves  authorized  to  speak, 
as  tho  consideration  of  such  a  subject  would  be  with- 
out tlie  sphere  of  the  duties  assigned  them  by  the 
House.     They  report  the  following  resolution  : 

Hetoived,  That  the  prayer  of  the  governor!  of  the 
New  York  Hospital,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  a 
compensation  for  the  support  of  seamen,  beyond  that 
which  they  have  already  received,  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

TacAscRT  DzPAMTJizKT,  Jan.  18,  1814. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the    15th  instant, 
making  c^rUin  inquiries  relating  to  the  petition  of  the 
governor*  of  the  New  York  Hoapital,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state — 

1.  That  the  amount  of  moneys  received  into  the 
Treasury,  for  the  rchef  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
from  the  year  1804  to  the  year  1812,  including  the 
sum  of  $38,513  96,  received  within  that  period  from 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
State^for  this  purpose,  is  $506,536  41  ;  and  that,  for 
the  year  1813,  the  accounU  are  not  received  at  the 
Treasury,  but  the  amount  is  estimated  to  be  about 
$22,000',  making  in  the  whole  $528,536  41,  aa  will 
appear  by  the  note  at  foot,  marked  (a). 

2.  That  it  is  impossible  to  sUte  the  number  of  sea- 
men, who.  during  the  period  above  mentioned,  have 
been  supported  or  relieved  from  the  above  lund.  Some 
of  the  accounU.  rendered  by  the  agcnU.do  not  specify 
the  number  relieved,  but  only  the  number  under  care, 
without  noting  the  daily  receptions  and  discharge*.  It 
is  conceived,  moreover,  that  this  number,  if  it  could  be 
ascertained,  would  probably  not  be  very  material, 
when  It  IS  considered  that  a  single  individual  has  some- 
times been  supported  out  of  this  fund  for  years,  with- 
out intermission;  and,  frequently,  others  have  required 
medical  attention  and  relief  for  a  few  days  only. 

3.  That  the  sum  received  for  the  above  fund,  at  the 
port  of  New  York,  during  the  period  above  mentioned, 
IS  $103,944  04,   as  will  appear  by  the  note  at  foot, 

i  marked  (6).  The  year  1813  is  on  estimate— the  ac- 
counts for  that  year  not  having  been  all  received. 
!  4.  That  the  number  of  seamen  to  whom  relief  has 
j  been  afforded  in  the  port  of  New  York,  during  the 
'  above  period,  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain,  some  indi- 
I  viduals  having  continued  to  receive  relief  for  several 
I  years  in  succession,  some  for  a  few  days,  and  others 
j  repeatedly,  for  various  periods,  and  at  various  inter- 
I  vals.  The  particulars  of  thu  expenditure  have  been 
I  annually  reported  to  Congress  for  several  years  past, 
'  by  wich  it  appears  that  the  average  weekly  cost  to  the 


•hKhT  in  )ihis^  instance,  they  had  held  out,  it  would  |  United  States,  of  each  seaman  supported  and  reheved 
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in  the  New  York  Hospital,  is  three  dollars  and  twenty- 
five  cents.  By  the  annexed  note,  marked  (c)  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  total  amount  of  the  expenditures  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  from  1804  to  1813,  inclusive,  (the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  1813  being  however  upon  esti- 
mate, as  the  accounts  are  not  yet  received.)  has  been 
$117,547  29.  This  will  give  an  average  of  sixty-nine 
seamen  constantly  receiving  reUef  in  that  port  during 
the  whole  of  those  ten  years. 

It  may  not  be  foreign  to  the  inquiry  which  the  com- 
mittee iti  pursuing,  to  state,  that,  from  the  Ist  of  July, 
1802,  (when  the  marine  hospital  fund,  in  pursuance  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  .May,  1802.  became  a  general  one.) 
to  the  end  of  1803,  a  period  not  embraced  by  your  let- 
ter, there  was  received,  including  the  sum  unexpended 
at  New  York  on  the  30th  of  June,  1802,  $26,696  49, 
and  expended  only  $20,163  20;  and  the  cost  to  the 
United  States  of  the  seamen  supported  and  relieved  m 
the  New  York  Hospital  is  considerably  less  than  in  any 
other  regular  hospital  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Stivbnson  Archer,  Chairman,  ^c. 


(a)  Note  of  moneys  received  from  the  marine  hospital 
fund,  from    the   year    1804   to   the  year    1812,  in- 
clusive. 
1804 


180r. 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 


$58,210  98 

58,005  98 

66,820  01 

61,474  47 

36,515  44 

3.S,678  46 

54,309  31 

54,586  34 

42,421  46 


468,022  45 
Received  from  the  Navy  in  1809      38,513  96 


1813  estimated 


506,536  41 
22,000  00 

528,536  41 


{h)  Note  of  moneys  received  for  the  marine  hospital 
fund,  at  the  port  of  New  York,  from  the  year  1804 
to  the  year  1813,  inclusive. 
1804 


1805  - 

1806  - 
1807 

1808  - 

1809  - 

1810  - 
1811 

1812  - 

1813  (estimate) 


$11,312  72 

12,571    61 

13,985  49 

12,769  45 

8,449  04 

7,561   37 

11,799  87 

11,260  67 

8,632  82 

5,600  00 

103,944  04 


(c)  Note  of  the  amount  expended,  at  New  York,  for 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  from  the  year 
1804  to  the  year  1813,  inclusive.  (The  fourth  quar- 
ter of  the  year  1813  is  on  estimate.) 

1804 $14,219  96 

1805 12.666  98 
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1806 

1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 


12,158  67 
11,514  79 
12,567  97 
10,907  61 
10,733  03 
11,861  64 
11,091  69 
9,827  96 

117,547  29 


PRIVILEGE   OF   MEMBERS. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  addrest-ed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  intimated  to  the  House  a  few 
days  since,  an  intention  of  moving  an  addition  to 
their  rules  and  orders,  on  the  subject  of  original 
resolutions  and  motions,  offered  for  their  consid- 
eration. I  now  rise  to  carry  that  intentioa,  as 
far  as  it  depends  on  me,  into  effect.  My  object 
is  twofold — 1st,  to  fix  a  convenient  time  for  the 
introduction  of  such  resolutions;  and  2Jly.to  de* 
termine  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  b« 
disposed  of.  after  being  introduced.  The  effect  of 
the  first  will  be  to  facilitate  the  business  of  the 
House,  to  afford  to  every  member  a  fair  and  equal 
opportunity  of  bringing  forward  his  business,  and 
to  prevent  those  frequent  competitions  for  priority 
on  the  floor,  which  are  extremely  unpleasant  to 
ihe  feelings  of  every  gentleman. 

I  am  induced,  at  this  time,  to  move  the  second 
branch  of  the  subject,  from  what  took  place  in  this 
House  on  the  14ih  instant,  relating  to  the  same 
resolutions,  which  I  then  offered,  respecting  the 
State  right  loafree  State  coastingtrade.and  which 
the  majority  refused  to  consider.  After  that  de- 
cision, sir,  1  attentively  looked  over  our  Constitu- 
tion, our  laws,  and  the  rules  and  orders  of  this 
House,  for  some  authority  to  warrant  it;  bui 
could  find  none.  And  I  now  boldly  aSirm,  there 
is  no  authority.  It  is  in  vain  to  talk  about  prac- 
tice and  precedent,  when  that  practice  and  that 
precedent  run  counter  to  justice  and  right.  Nor 
will  1  ever  inquire  by  whom  such  practice  and 
precedent  may  have  been  introduced.  Neither 
time,  nor  names,  nor  authority,  have  any  weight 
with  me.  against  the  paramount  claims  of  equal 
rights  and   impartial  justice. 

Sir.  I  never  can  for  a  moment  concede,  that  it 
depends  upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of  this,  or  any 
other  majority  of  tliis  House,  whether  the  people 
of  these  United  States,  by  their  Representatives, 
shall,  or  not,  be  heard  upon  this  fioor.  That  right, 
let  me  tell  this  majority,  sir.  is  too  important  to 
be  held  by  a  tenure  so  base.  I  speak  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law.  For  base  indeed  must  that 
tenure  be,  which  is  held  at  the  pleasure  of  any 
man  or  body  of  men.  With  the  power  which 
this  majority  now  possesses,  by  a  rule  of  this 
House,  to  stop  al'  debate,  when  not  agreeable  to 
them,  by  moving  the  previous  question  (and 
which  we  find  they  are  ready  enough  to  abuse) 
grant  them  thi.s  power,  of  preventing  the  intro- 
duction of  any  subject  or  business,  not  suitable  to 
their  party  views  and  feelings,  there  will  then  be 
an  end  to  every  thing  like  equal  rights  and  free- 
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dim  of  dpitite.      Still  Ihis  monstrous  doctrine   is  I  Virginia.  BoyJ.  Breckenridge,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Da- 


Itite.     Still  this  monstrous  doctrine  is  i  .  .-o--;  -  .-    -  r,  "   r-    .   •     /.  /i  L  u 

^nendej    for   by   jrenllemen.  who.  before   they  I  vis   of    Massachusetts.    Ely.    Gaaton    Goldsborough, 

.^nieouey  jiui    "J    >-  i.    i.      ,  r  ,„,i„.„  i  Hawes   Hopkins  of  New  York.  Howell,  Hufly,  Hun- 

rijde  this  riajority.  talked  so  much  about  freedom  ,  n»^e»'  nop»'»»    ;  „^    ,    ,  ,  _' ,   ,^^_. '_,  ^,.1.'  v'„.i. 


at   ill.  !»«■'  * ^^ -  **   •«■••*,    •....-    — -— — 

/  od  if  thi^  slavish  doctrine  prevail,  I  shall  even  ^^^j  ^viUon  of  Massachusetu. 
e  pt'Ct  to  stjs  yon  inanimate  Godde.ss  of  your  Tern-  j^ats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arrher, 
r  e.  with  iK'e  scroll  of  llie  Constitution  in  her  hand.  Avery.  Bard.  Barnelt,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
r  *p  from  lier  pedestal,  and  with  her  attendant  Butler.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappeli.  Clark,  Clopton, 
I  agle,  wjri^  her  way  to  more  free  and  happy  re-  Comstock,  Conard.  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton.  Crouch, 
"^  Davis   of   Peniisvlvania,    Denoyelles,    Desha,    Eppea, 

Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 

Ison,  Glasgow,  Griffin,  Grosve- 
[ arris,    Hasbrouck,     Hubbard, 
pj.vis.ons  ck-  the  Constitution   and  the  nature  of  our     Humphreys,  ingnam.  .rvin,  Irwm.  J«;»;«°r!.\';^^^^^^^^ 
3avernm«n1,  refuse  to  consider  any  resolution  offered     Johnson  of    Virgin.a.    Kennedy,   Kent   of  Maryland, 
ht  any  one    f  said  Representatives':   Therefore,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  K.lbourn,  Lefferts.   Lovett,   Lowndes. 


n: 


Rfsoivid,  That  the   refusal,  by  the  majority  in  :  Lyie.  McCoy,  McK.m,  McLean   Moore.  Murfree   Nel- 
e  resolutions  offered  by  one     son.  Ormsby.  Pickens.  Pleasants.  Post    Rea  of  Penn- 


tlrt  Housp,;to  consider  the  ii-»«iunuii=  i/..t.^v.  ^j   w..^  :~  \^f '      \.„.  «    u    o    u      i  ^„    Pr^.r,« 

c|  the  ReorUentativcs  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  syU.nia,  Rhea  of  1  ennes.ee   Rich.  Rj^^ardson   Roane. 

4t  Kridav'.ihc   Hthof  January,    1814,  asserting  the  Roberts.   Robertson,  Sage.  Sev.er.   Seybert,  Skinner. 

3«ht  of  thXpeople  and  of  the    respective    State,  to   a  Sm>th  of  New  \  ork    Smuh  o     Pennsylvania^  Strong. 


light  of  th«*  people  and  of  the  respecli 
f|ec  State  coasting  trade,  interdicted  by  an  act  of  Con- 
j|re»s,  wa«  In  infringement  of  the  right  of  the  Repre- 
hiptative.  irnd  of  the  privilege  of  a  member  of  this 
Myuse  to  b<<',heard  on  this  floor  in  behalf  of  his  fellow- 
riiyens.  inj  an  injury  to  the  people  ;  And  therefore, 
,  3.  Kesol^;d,  That  the  decision  of  the  majority  of 
Isia  House  not  to  consider  the  resolutions  before 
[%med,  ofT.ircd  by  a  member  on    Friday,  the    14th  in 


Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup.  Udree,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey.  White.  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania.  Winter. 
Wood,  and  Vancey. 

The  Speaker  having  stated  the  question  on 
the  second  and  third  resolves — 

Mr.  McRFREE  of  North  Carolina,  inquired, 
whether  the  Speaker  was  required,  by  the  rules 
or  practice  of  the  House,  to  put  the  question  of 


Mut,  on  t*,e  subject  of  the  Stale  coasting  trade,  be,  ,  consideration  on   every  motion,  no  matter  how- 
tithe  sacie  is  hereby,  rescinded,  preposterous,    that    should    be    proposed.      Was 
^  And,  tniiravidf  arrainst  ^uch  abunyn  j^ithire  r  ^^.^^    ^^    ^j^^^^   resolves  embraced  in 
J  4,  Keso'fd,  That   the    following    be    added    to  the 
^les  and  crdersiofthis  House,  to  wit:                             °' The  Speaker  replied  that,  however  he  might 
»  "  That  ftverv  oricina    motion  or  resolution,  in  writ-          x.i^.^it.«  i  ,  r  .\  :     ^.,^,!l.^ 
i,^    by     n     nfembfr,  (the  nature,  reason,   and  object     regret  the    matter  and    »*"g"»f .  <^V''^% °^°  7°' 
f  i t,  b^e.ng  first  stated  by  h.m,  ,f  he  sees  fit.)  shall  be     there  was  no  discretion  reposed   .n   him  «"  '«  the 
ftuiediativ  received    bv  the   Clerk,    and    read,  and     propriety  of  putting  the  question  on  It.     The  mo- 
hereuponn^e  before  the  House  for  consideration,  to  be     tion  was  therefore  in  order.  ■     ,       .• 
disposed  o*  as  the  House  may  judge  right ;  and  such         Mr.  Gaston.  of  North  Caro.ina.  required  a  dt- 
|e8<)lution-4  and  motions  shall'be  in  order,  and  be  called     vision  of  this  question  ;  and  the  question  was  ac- 
for  by  ths  f^pcaker  immediately  after  the  reports  from     cordingly  taken  on   the  consideration  of  the  sec- 
lekct   conjmitteci;    and  if  any    question  of  priority     onJ    resolution,  and    decided   in   the  negative. — 
IrlbC,  it  sh^>ll  be  decided  in  the  order  of  Slates,  as  in  ^  Por  consideration  17,  against  it  115.  as  follows: 
he  case  of  petitions."                                                           j      Yug — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  BigeloWf 
A  quesuon  having  been  raised,  whether  these    Boyd,  Hopkins  of  New  Vork.  Howell.  Kent  of  New 
tesolves  t-id    not  come   under   the  rule  which  re-     York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Moffitt,  Picker- 
Lu-res   propositions    to  amend    the   rules   of  the  |  ing.Schureraan,  Sherwood.  Stanford,  Slurges,  Thomp- 
Wouse  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  before  taken  up,  '  son,  Vose.  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 
.    The  ShEAKER  decided  that  the  three  first  reso-  ,       Nays— Messrs.   Alexander,  Alston,   Anderson,  Ar- 


! 


iutions  w<>re  not  of  that  character. 
The  yi\'as  and  nays  having  been  called  on  the  j 
:o«sideraiion  of  these  resolutions—  : 

Mr.  (jiTLPEPER.  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  a  | 


cher,  Avery,  Bard.  Barnelt.  Bayly  of  Virginia.  Beal 
Bowen,  Breckcnridge.Brigham.  Brown.  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Caperton,  Caldwell.  Calhoun.  Chappell.  Clark, 
Ciopton,  Comstock,  Condict.  Conard,  Cox,  Crawford. 


01  i^oru.  i^arun  u.   .-..cu  .w.  .  ,  ^^.^         (,^^^^,    Culpeper.  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 

iTUsion  M   the  question,  so  as   to    ake  it  fir^l  on  ,  ^^     «  ^  Eppes.  F.ndley,  Fi.k  of  Vermont, 

he  first:  resolve.     He  said  he  would  'fote  for  con-    ^^^^  J^.^^,^;  ^^^^   j,^;;;;       p^^^^/^  P^^„,^,i„  G^j„„ 

idering    the  first,  but  he  could   not  vole  lor  con-         jj^^^    Gholson.    Glasgow,    Goldsborough.    GrifTin. 

•.iderinq  the  other,-.  i  Grosvenor.  Grundy.  Hall.  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawos, 

'    The   qfieslion    on    proceeding  to  consider   the  l  Hubbard,  Humphreys.    Hungerford.  Ingham.  Irving, 

lirst  respt.ve  was  decided   in  the  negative  by  yeas    j^^^^^  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island.  Jackson  of  Virginia. 

ind  naysj— For  consideration  43,  against  it  92,  as  j  johnM)n   of   Virginia.   Kennedy.   Kent  of    Maryland. 

oilows :  •  !  Kerr.    Kershaw.     KiU>ourn,     Law,     Lefferts,     Lovett, 

yiA»-^e»r8.  Dajhea  of  Massichuaelts.  Bayly  of  I  Lownde.,    LyIe,    McCoy,    McKim,  McLean,    Miller, 
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Montgomery,  Moore,  Mo.eley,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Orms- 
by, Pickens,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Rich,  Richardson. 
Roane.  Roberts,  Robertson.  Ruggles,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sey- 
bert,  ShefTey,  Shiphcrd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tallmadgc,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Whealon,  White,  Wilcox,  WilsoTl  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  considera- 
tion of  the  third  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. — For  consideration  21,  against  it  102. 
as  follows : 

YiA9 — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts.  Boyd, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  New 
York,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  .Macon,  .Miller,  Motlitt,  Pickering,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Thomp- 
son, Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Nais — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston.  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnelt,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brecken- 
ridge.  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler.  Caperton,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gaston,  Gholson,  (JIasgow,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr.  Kershaw.  Kilbourn, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Leffert.,  Lowndes,  LyIe.  Mc- 
Coy, .McKim,  .McLean,  Montgomery,  .Moore,  Nelson, 
Ormsby.  Parker,  Pickens.  I'lea.ants,  Post.  Potter. 
Kea  of  Pennsylvania.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Richardson,  lioane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Ruggles. 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert.  Shcflcy,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Slurges.  Tailmadge.  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  it  would  not  now 
consider  either  of  the  three  first  resolutions  offered 
by  Mr.  King.  The  other  lies  on  the  table  for  one 
day,  according  to  a  rule  of  the  House. 

ADDITIONAL  RIFLE  CORPS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  the 
House  re>olved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  raise  three  regiments  of  ri- 
flemen. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  bill  before  you  is  for  rais- 
ing three  regiments  of  riflemen,  a  species  of  force 
the  most  efficient  and  least  expensive  of  any  that 
can  be  employed  in  the  service.  No  objections 
can  be  urged  against  this  bill,  but  such  as  are  ad- 
ranced  generally  against  the  war;  and  of  this 
sort  of  opposition  we  have  had  much. 

In  the  discu-sion  of  this  hill,  gentlemen  who 
daily  remind  us  of  their  patriotism,  by  decIarin--» 
their  opposition  to  the  war.  and  all  the  measures 
necessary  to  carry  it  on.  have  indulged  themselves 
in  a  greater  latitude  of  deb-ite  than  was  ever  be- 
fore assutned  in  any  deliberative  assembly.  They 
bare  brought  into  view  again   and  again,  the  al- 


leged causes  of  the  war,  and  have  denounced  them 
singly,  and  in  the  aggregate,  as  insufficient  and 
unjust.  They  have  seemed  to  enjoy  peculiar  sat- 
isfaction in  magnifying  the  disasters  of  our  arms, 
and  in  swelling  the  account  of  our  misfortunes. 
Indeed,  they  have  contended,  that  nothing  but 
blunders,  reverse,  and  defeat,  have  attended  alt  our 
military  operations. 

Epithets  the  most  harsh  ever  introduced  into 
the  vocabulary  of  parliamentary  recrimination, 
have  been  unsparingly  applied  to  every  public 
functionary  of  the  Government.  Not  satisfied 
with  thisextent,  the  Opposition  have  gone  further, 
and  told  us  that  their  Constitutional  rights  au- 
thorize, and  their  public  duty  requires  them  not 
only  thus  to  speak  in  this  House,  but  to  conform 
their  conduct  out  of  the  House  accordingly — to 
discourage  the  public  service,  dissuade  citizens 
from  loaning  money,  and  from  aiding  the  Gor- 
ernment  in  its  legitimate  operations. 

Sir,  novel  and  extraordinary  as  these  doctrines 
certainly  are,  and  although  advanced  with  all 
the  apparent  warmth  and  zeal  which  a  convic- 
tion of  their  soundness  might  inspire,  yet  have 
the  majority  of  this  House,  like  martyrs,  preserved 
an  almost  unbroken  silence.  They  have  been 
doomed  to  sit  day  after  day,  and  week  after  week, 
and  hear  themselves,  their  Government,  its  meas- 
ures, and  the  people,  reproached  and  censured,  not 
only  by  irony  and  sarcasms,  but  in  direct  charges 
of  imbecility  and  incapacity.  All  this  has  been 
not  only  silently,  but  patiently  borne,  not  because 
ihe  majority  are  destitute  of  the  feelings  of  men, 
unconscious  of  what  is  due  to  themselves,  or  ig- 
norant of  what  belongs  of  right  to  the  minority. 
No,  sir.  It  was  a  persevering  determination  to 
forward  the  public  business,  that  induced  the  ma- 
jority to  forbear  protracting  time  by  debate.  It 
IS  not  because  the  assertions  and  statements  made 
hy  the  minority  are  deemed  correct,  that  they  have 
not  been  met  and  answered  ;  but  because  the  ma- 
jority have  been  unwilling  to  procrastinate  the 
passage  of  bills  which  the  safety  of  the  nation 
required  to  be  enacted  with  the  least  possible  de- 
lay. Tins  was  my  determination,  and  I  should 
have  persevered  in  silence,  had  not  my  honorable 
colleagues,  (Mr.  Grosvenor  and  Mr.  Shipherd,) 
in  the  course  of  their  remarks,  made  an  incorrect 
statement  of  some  recent  occurrences  in  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  attempt  to  aid  in  rep- 
resenting. These  remarks  related  to  the  late  elec- 
tion of  the  Governor  of  that  State,  and  the  con- 
duct of  its  militia  on  the  lines. 

And.  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  to  congratulate 
you  and  the  Committee  on  the  prospect  of  an 
approaching  termination  of  this  debate — which, 
after  ranging  through  the  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, and  passing  over  the  map  of  the  United 
States,  seems  at  last  to  be  limited  to  the  Stale  of 
New  York.  I  should  have  permitted  it  here  to 
rest,  had  ii  not  been  insisted  that  the  State  of 
New  York  has  become  a  convert  to  the  strange 
doctrines  we  have  heard  .idvanced;  that  she  too 
had  embraced  this  new  system  of  morality,  which 
justifies  and  inculcates  opposition  to  the  General 
Government.     We  were  assured  by  my  honora- 
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.aken  as  evidence  of  a  disposition  in  her  citi- 
s  to  sapi>ort  the  war.   hecause   that   election 


I 


law. 


coUeafrtie.  (Mr.  Grosvenor,)  that  the  late        But.  he  has  inquired  with  an  air  of  triunnph, 
tion  fo'r  Gfovernor  in   that  State  was   not  to  |  how  many  of  the  New  Yorkers  have  gone  to  the 

war,  have  been  to  Canada;  and,  passing  through 
several  counties,  he  has  fixed  upon  the  district 
which  has  honored  rne  with  a  seat  here,  and  in- 
quired how  many  the  county  of  Orange  has  sent 
to  the  war  ?  I  will  lell  him  :  nearly  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  has  Orange  county  sent  to  the  war  ; 
four  companies*  in  the  regular  service,  and  the 
greater  part  of  a  volunteer  regiment,  which  has 
served  twelve  months  with  credit ;  besides  a  por- 
tion of  her  militia.  Had  every  county  and  dis- 
trict in  the  United  States  stepped  forth  with  equal 
alacrity  and   patriotism,  we    should   not  now  be 


wi«  fraudul.'nt;  and  he  adverted  to  a  bet  which 
b,Il  been  made  on  the  event,  touching  the  validity 
ortvphich  jh^re  had   been  a  suit  at 


and  evi- 

dclce  offered  to  prove  that  unqualified  votes  were 
ten,  and  Jherefore  the  bet  was  not  lost — that 
suprerii*;  court  of  that  State  had  decided  that 
bet.  akl;ough  made  on  the  event  of  that  elec- 
1.  could  Aot  be  sustained, 
cannot  iay  what  evidence  the  counsel  might 
e  pretenjed  at   the    trial  on   the   issue,  as  an 


my  eiecii 
T}.*  suit  1 
ov%:  to   t 


my  ;  we  should  have  had  a  force  at  once  sufficient 
to  have  overrun  the  enemy's  provinces  in  a  single 
campaign;  saved  thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  money  ;  have  acquired  glory  for  our  arms  and 
honor  and  safety  for  our  country.  And  why  has 
not  this  spirit  been  general  ?  It  was  equally  the 
duly  of  all.  In  Orange  county  it  was  common 
to  all  parties.  The  Federalists  there  could  and 
did    discriminate    between    their   attachment    to 


apilogy  far  the  action,  but  the  case  was  argued  j  devising  means  to  fill   the  ranks  and  raise  an  ar 
injhe  supreaie  court  in  my  hearing,  and  fraud  in  "  '      '"*  ^         ^~''  "  '""'-"  -•        -  --"^ 

thy  election  was  not  to  my  knowledge  pretended. 
I  a  stakeholder,  who  had  paid 
the  winner  the  money,  contrary  to  the 
orScrs  of  the  loser,  alter  the  result  of  the  election 
Wi  i  well  uniJerstood.  On  the  part  of  the  loser,  it 
Wi  s  conten^Jed  that  he  had  the  right  to  withdraw 
ih  ,  bet,  andjforbid  the  stakeholder  to  pay  it  over 
atliny  time  "before  it  was  paid  over,  even  after  the 
evjnt  waskj'.own  upon  which  the  wager  had  been  '  parly,  and  iheirduty  to  thecountry.  They  united 
mjde;  anjUat  the  policy  of  the  law  prohibiting  '  m  furnishing  their  proportion  of  the  men  and 
bt^a  <jn  the  -esult  of  elections  had  established  the  !  means  to  organize  them. 

Will  my  honorable  colleague  permit  me  to  re- 
ciprocate with  him  the  inquiry  he  has  made,  and 
ask  how  many  men  the  county  of  Columbia,  or 
Dutchess,  or  Rensselaer,  have  sent  to  the  war? 
These  are  denominated  Federal  counties.  Was 
It  not  in  this  part  of  til e  State  that  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Potter)  witnessed  such 
"consternation"  among  the  citizens  called  into 
Was  It  not  here  he  saw  them  relreat- 
the   quiet    towns  of  New 


riie.  On  ijie  part  of  the  winner  it  was  contend- 
e(£  tl«at  ihe'money  being  paid  over,  and  after  ihe 
ev  n;  was  Ijoown.  it  could  not  be  recovered  back. 
N  ither  par;y  denied  that  the  law  was  decidedly 
se  tied  against  all  betting  on  the  event  of  elec- 
lii;  asJ  If  l])e  supreme  court  have  decided  in  fa- 
v(,  r  cf  the  uoser,  and  permitted  him  to  recover 
bs:k  the  taoney.  it  must  have  been  upon  the 
x)t  nciple,  tfial  the  rule  of  law  would  not  sanction     service  ? 


li  ■  wager--not  that  the  evidence  in  the  case  had  I  ing  and   escaping   to   the   ( 

dlcl'jsed  a^y  fraud  in  the  election.     I  regret  that     England,  instead  of  rallying  under  the  standard 

tl  is  ';ase  h.is  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  in  ■.  ofj^heir  country  when  required  to  support  it? 


ajnanner  '^at  should    have   required  this  expla-  j 
n   iir»n — fof  cases  of  this  nature  do  not  belong  to 
a    y  debaiej  here. 

There  wjis  a  majority  of  about  four  thousand 
fii.-eljold  viites  in  tavor  of  the  person  who  now 
fii  Is  the  Executive  chair  of  that  State.  This  is 
a<  fa(*t  mal'/rial  to  prove  the  feelings  of  the  voters 
that  tini^e.  The  question,  whether  he  was  for 
\»ar  and  t::e  support  of  the  General  Government 
g  not,  wa>  put  directly  to  and  answered  by  every 
\  Iter  in  tliat  election.  Two  of  the  senators  elect- 
t  I  at  thes^me  time,  in  the  great  Western  district, 
v;#r<?  officijrs  who  had  been  in  active  service,  sup- 

tlie  action  at 
,ut'enstO'Jn  and  wounded  there.  The  issue  was 
irly  joini^'d  between  the  two  parties  in  that  State 
hether  A»e  war  and  measures  of  the  General 
overnmtfoi  to  conduct  its  operations  with  vigor 


id  success  should  be  zealously  supported  or  not.  I  quaintances,  and  all  of  them  men  who  w 
nii  therf  was  one  general  expression  of  all  the  !  not  shrink  from  the  performance  of  any  duti 
eeholderii  of  that  State  directly  upon  this  point,  !  service  of  their  country  might  require.     ' 


ary  decitSedly  :n  the  affirmative ;  and  the  recent 

tction  i^i  the  city  of  New  York  does  not  fur- 

sh  evidvince  of  a   change  of  public   sentiment. 

lUtely  m^  honorable  colleague  will   not  rely  on 

»io<e   elections   to  prove  '.hat   New  York  is  op- 

jscd  10  (tie  war. 


The  New  York  militia,  although  charged  with 
cowardice  by  one  of  their  own  representatives, 
require  no  other  defence  than  to  have  their  feel- 
ings and  conduct  correctly  stated. 

An  honorable  colleague.  (.Mr.  Shipherd.)  in 
the  ardor  of  debate,  made  a  charge,  which  I  am 
sure  in  the  cooler  moments  of  reflection  his 
judgment  must  disapprove  as  unmerited  and  un- 
just. I  understood  hira  to  say  that  the  New 
York  militia  had  gone  to  the  lines, and  like  cow- 
ards had  turned  their  backs  to  the  enemy  and  re- 
turned. Allow  me  to  avail  myself  of  this  occa- 
sion to  defend  the  militia  against  the  charge  of 
refusing  to  cross  the  lines  into  the  enemy's  prov- 
inces. This  charge  is  unmerited  and  unfounded. 
The  militia  never  have  refused  obedience  to  any 
military  order  to  cross  the  lines.  Some  of  these 
miliiia  are  my  neiglibors,  many  of  them  my  ac- 

would 
y  the 
'^hey 
never  have  pretended  that  their  duty  was  limited 
by  the  geographical  lines  of  the  United  States. 
Their  intelligence  and  patriotism  elevates  them 
above  this  refined,  absurd,  discriminating  bound- 
ary. Where  is  it  pretended  that  the  militia  have 
dugraced  themselves  by  refusing  to  cross  the  line 
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to  meet, the  enemy?  At  Q,ueensfown,  Black 
Rock,  or  Chateaugay  ?  At  Q,ueenslown,  the  com- 
manding officer  in  his  official  report  declared  that 
the  impatience  of  the  troops  rendered  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  cross  at  the  time  he  undertook 
the  enterprise  against  Queenstown.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  state  the  words  of  his  report,  but  it 
urged  the  anxiety  of  his  troops  to  engage  the 
enemy  as  the  reason  for  the  attack  he  then 
made.  These  troops  were  militia.  No  objection 
was  made  to  crossing  in  the  morning,  but  when 
the  greater  part  of  their  boats  were  shot  to  pieces 
by  the  enemy's  batteries,  some  did  decline  get- 
ting into  the  remaining  boats,  and  thus  the  mili- 
tia are  charged  with  refusing  to  cross  the  river, 
when  there  were  not  provided  adequate  means 
to  carry  them  over.  It  never  has  been  pretended 
that  if  boats  sufficient  had  been  collected,  as  they 
might  have  been,  but  that  the  whole  detachment 
of  militia  would  have  readily  crossed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  enterprise.  The  commanding 
General  is  a  gentleman  of  great  worth  and  re- 
spectability of  character;  it  is  not  ray  intention 
to  charge  the  failure  of  the  expedition  wholly  to 
him.  It  was  to  him  a  new.  untried  scene.  He 
was  disappointed  and  mortified  at  the  event, 
which  he  had  not  foreseen  and  fully  provided 
against.  The  means  to  have  insured  success 
were,  it  is  believed,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
enterprise,  within  his  power.  At  Black  Rock 
the  militia  did  not  refuse  to  cross,  they  were  anx- 
ious to  cross  over  and  meet  the  enemy  then  in 
sight,  their  commanding  General  refused  to  lead 
them  over.  When  the  enemy's  batteries  had 
been  silenced  by  a  small  detachment  under  those 
intrepid  officers  King  and  Boprstler,  General 
Smvth  could  not  even  then  permit  the  militia  to 
cross  over,  capture  the  enemy,  and  silence  his 
bugle,  which  continued  to  sound  and  possibly 
annoy,  after  his  batteries  were  silenced.  The 
troops  solicited  and  importuned  their  commander 
to  fulfil  his  proclaimed  promise,  and  lead  them 
to  the  enemy.  But  he,  at  the  moment  they  be- 
lieved their  wishes  were  to  be  gratified,  disap- 
peared !  Was  suddenly  missing  from  camp  !  At 
this  strange  conduct  in  their  General,  at  this 
cruel  disappointment,  there  was  one  common 
feeling  of  indignation  manifested  by  the  militia. 
Both  the  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  militia 
requested  their  Colunels  to  take  the  command, 
and  lead  them  to  action.  And  when  they  found 
that  these  officers  declined  assuming  the  com- 
mand, the  militia  resented  with  indignant  mur- 
murs the  conduct  of  their  General,  some  of  them 
broke  in  pieces  the  arms  they  could  not  be  per- 
mitted to  measure  with  the  enemy.  These  troops 
could  not  have  met  the  enemy,  unless  they  had 
gone  without  a  commander.  And  yet  are  they 
charged  with  refusing  to  do  their  duty  ! 

How  was  it  with  the  militia  who  were  called 
out  to  the  lines  from  New  York  last  Fall  ?  They 
did  not  refuse  to  cross.  They  were  never  or- 
dered to  cross  the  lines.  After  marching  and 
countermarching  for  several  week?  inChatauque 
woods,  the  very  military  question  was  proposed 
to  them  :  whether  they  would  go  with  the  regu- 


lar army  or  go  home?  To  men  who  had  this 
plan  of  the  campaign  submitted  to  their  judg- 
ment and  determination,  to  say  whether  they 
might  not  as  well  be  at  home  as  marching  toaod 
fio  through  the  woods,  without  any  known  or 
ostensible  object,  it  was  as  natural  as  correct  for 
them  to  say,  that  their  belter  judgment  dictated 
to  them  rather  to  go  home  than  remain  in  a  ser- 
vice so  apparently  unmeaning  and  useless.  But 
had  they  been  ordered  to  accompany  the  regular 
army,  these  militia  would  not  have  disgraced 
themselves  or  their  country  by  disobeying  the 
order.  It  is  doing  great  injustice  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  militia  to  charge  them  with  Constitu- 
tional scruples  they  never  have'felt,  and  never 
will  feel:  to  allege  that  they  have  refused  to 
cross  from  the  United  States  into  Canada.  So 
far  from  this  allegation  being  correct,  precisely 
the  reverse  is. /the  fact.  Whenever  they  have 
approached  the  lines  on  military  duly,  the  mili- 
tia have  been  willing  and  anxious  to  cross. 

Having  made  this  statement,  due  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  militia.  I  will  briefly  notice  the  sys- 
tem of  morality  ray  colleague  (Mr.  Shiphebd) 
embraces  and  inculcates.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
to  examine  the  courses  or  the  events  of  the  war, 
in  answer  to  hitu  ;  but  the  new  system  of  ethics 
he  has  discovered  deserves  some  attention.  He 
is  opposed  to  the  war  because  it  is  immoral,  and 
his  morality  and  religion  make  it  his  duty  to  op- 
pose it  by  his  speeches  and  his  voles  in  his  place 
in  this  House,  and  out  of  the  House;  to  advise 
opposition  to  all  the  measures  which  may  tend 
to  aid  the  successful  operation  of  the  war;  to 
discourage  the  recruiting  service;  dissuade  from 
loaning  money,  and  endeavor  to  prevent  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Government!  His  Constitutional 
rights,  he  informs  us,  authorize  him  to  practise 
this  morality  !  By  this  rule  a  man  is  justified  in 
violating,  in  disregarding,  his  promise;  in  set- 
ting at  defiance  all  those  principles  of  morality 
and  of  Christianity,  which  civilized  and  Chris- 
tian people  have  held  sacred  and  immutable.  It 
IS  substituting  might  for  right,  confounding  the 
meaning  of  language,  and  the  principles  of  hu- 
man action.  It  means,  that  a  citizen  may  exer- 
cise his  physical,  moral,  and  political  powers  in 
doing  all  the  mischief  he  can  accomplish.  Be- 
cause he  has  power  to  revile  his  Government,  to 
speak  evil  of  the  constituted  authorities,  to  dis- 
regard his  moral  and  civil  duties  and  obliga- 
tions, therefore  he  has  the  right  to  do  so.  Pa- 
rents may  set  an  evil  example  of  profligate  con- 
duct before  their  children,  and  children  be  un- 
grateful and  disobedient  to  their  parents,  because 
they  possess  the  power  to  practise  this  morality. 
Caius  Toranius,  who  betrayed  his  father  into  the 
hands  of  assassins,  who  took  bis  life,  acted  right, 
according  to  this  doctrine,  for  he  had  the  power 
to  deliver  his  father  into  the  ruffian  hands  that 
destroyed  him.  It  is  monstrous  that  such  argu- 
ments should  be  seriously  urged  in  this  age,  and 
in  this  House!  Does  my  honorable  colleague 
find  anything  in  the  religion  he  professes  to  jus- 
tify him  ?  If  so,  it  cannot  be  the  Christian  re- 
I  ligion  ;  for  this  enjoins  on  its  disciples  obedience 
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aAl  resnect  10  ihe  constituted  authorities.  Give  ]  amine  whether  they  are  sufficient  to  authorize 
'ynto  Cw^pr  the  things  which  are  Caesar's,"  was  |  the  struggle  in  which  this  nation  is  now  engaged. 
lAT maxim  inculcated  by  the  great  head  of  the  1  Sir,  for  what  are  we   coniending?     For  nothing 


less  than  the  restoration  of  violated  liberty,  and 
the  preservation  of  the  ren)aininc  rights  of  free- 
men. If  there  are  not  causes  sufficient  to  justify 
this  war.  there  are  no  motives  sufficiently  honor- 
able to  stimulate  man  to  action. 

Sir.  does  the  idea  exist  that  war  can  be  carried 

tl  less   lllf   un-ioic  ui    V.UUJ1"""   --.."—    --     --      I         •-'ii,  uwv  ,        ,  ,  rill  1   .u  J 

\  too  to  respect  and  obey  the  civil  laws  and  au-  I  on  without  the  shedding  of  blood  and  the  expend- 
ti  (in'iies      \Vhat  are  they  but  the  will  of  a  ma-  ;  ing  of  treasure  ?     Indeed,  some  arguments  which 

'i  ritv  of  tbe  people?  In  all  sorts  of  societies,  i  1  have  heard  on  this  floor  would  seem  to  justify 
fr  .m  their. •ori'^in  to  the  present  day,  the  major-  ;  that  conclusion,  but  I  am  not  yet  convinced  of  Us 
il  rjiust  tirevail  and  rule.  The  minority  have  ;  correctness.  That  disaster  and  deJeal  have  m 
r,  'ii(s  butHiol  the  right  to  be  shielded  from  all  some  instances  been  the  fate  of  our  arms,  is  not 
Pi  DctiMbitity.     The°majority   are   certainly  re- ,  denied  ;  and.  though  it  afflicts  and  wounds  my 

•sr  Jn^ible  for  the  laws  they  enact  ;  they  are  the  ;  feelings,  it  has  never  yet  conquered  my  disposi- 
a  ts  passed  by  the  majority,  but  they  are  never-  i  tion  to  prosecute  with  all  my  powers  the  contest 


(^jristian  fhurch.  And  one  of  his  most  emi- 
nf^t  and  ^itelligent  disciples  has  told  us  that 
••*t  that  resists  the  power  resists  the  ordinance 
ctCod,"'  and  also, '•  that  they  who  resist  shall 
rlVive  urwo  themselves  damnation."  But  it  is 
n  .<  less  the  dictate  of  common  sense  than  of  re- 


llleUss  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  as  such  to  be 
.p*cted  and  obeyed.  As  well  might  culprits 
pjet^nd  ihey  are  not  criminal  because  they  are 
nil  .stronger  than  the  law,  or  sinners  contend 
li  at' they -are  not  accountable  beings,  because 
11  oy'  cannot  change  the  moral  world,  as  the  mi 


in  which  we  are  now  engaged.     This  House  was 


very  politely  informed  the  other  day,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  of  thecause  which  pro- 
duced this  di.-aster  and  defeat;  and,  in  that  in- 
formation,  the  gentleman    very  ingeniously   ex- 

^  ^  _^ _^  cused  the  minority  in  this  House  from  all  censure 

Erriiy"o"cIai"m  exemption  from  any  of  the  duties  and  blame,  and  charged  it  on  the  majority.  He 
c  obli'^aiions  which  as  citizens  they  owe  to  said  it  was  their  divisions  among  themselves 
I  trjisefvei,  their  Government,  and  their  coun-  which  distracted  all  their  measures  and  defeated 
t  v.-  It  WIS  not  my  intention  to  have  occupied  all  their  plans.  When  I  first  heard  the  expres- 
s  ,  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee,  1  rose  ;  sions  fall  from  the  gentleman,  I  acknowledge, sir, 
1  lerely  lo^eply  to  some  statements  of  my  hon-  i  1  felt  the  pungency  of  his  sarcastic  wit,  and  ia 
(!  i-able  colleagues  which  I  deemed  incorrect.  On  some  degree  the  truth  of  his  remarks.  But,  on  a 
Jieiolher-topic  upon  which  they  hare  incident-  ,  more  deliberate  reflection,  I  find  that  I  was  wrong. 
Jly  toucl-ed,  I  will  add  a  single  remark.  Sub-  '  For,  sir.  when  many  men  have  to  form  one  mind 
"  rviency  to 'the  views  of  a  foreign  Government  in  order  to  effect  a  legislative  object,  it  aflbrds 
s  been  hmted  as  forming  one  of  the  induce-  ,  much  stronger  evidence  of  an  impartial,  honest, 
eats  foruhe  war.  i  and  virtuous  mind,  to  see  some  difference  of  opin- 

Afier  Mr.  Foster,  the  late  British  Minister  to  ioa  exercised  amongst  eighty  or  ninety  men,  as 
lis  Government,  returned  to  his  country  and  ,  to  the  manner  of  effecting  that  object,  than  to  see 
,ok  hi*  sJ>at  in  Parliament,  in  a  debate  touching  fifty  or  sixty  gentlemen  universally  of  the  same 
mencai?  affairs,  a  member  appealed  to  him  for  i  opinion  on  all  questions,  whether  important  or 


is  opini-jn  whether  the  war  had  been  declared 
Kirough  Executive  subserviency  to  the  views  of 
'ranee?-  He  rose  and  stated  in  answer,  that 
iii;;  war,'instead  of  being  urged  by  the  Execu- 
i?e,  had  been  declared  in  obedience  to  the  will 


unimportant.     But,  sir,  I  entertain  no  fears   for 
this  majority.    They  will  march  on,  with  all  their 
divisions  and   distractions,  with    honor   to   them- 
selves and  to   their  country,  without   the  aid   of 
this  harmless  minority.     Sir,  while  I  tend<^r  my 
f  a  majority  of  the  most  popular  branch  of  the  :  humble  thanks   to    the   gentleman   from   Rhode 
American  Legislature.    The  enemy  himself  does  i  Island  for  his  friendly  admonition,  permit  me   to 
ot  pretend  that  foreign  influence  sways  Ameri-  j  declare  to  this  House,  thai  I  shall  never  attempt 
*ancoun"ils,  '°   discourage   an    honest   difference   of  opinion 

And  hcwever  we  may  debate  the  question,  the  among  honest  men. 
^ct  IS  inoontroveriible,  that  a  very  decided  ma-]  Sir,  perhaps  there  never  was  a  lime  whea 
lantv  of '*he  American  people  are  for  prosecu- ;  submission  would  be  more  detestable  than  ihe 
Cnp  the  H^ar  with  vigor,  until  a  safe  and  lionora-  present.  Turn  your  eyes  to  bleeding  Europe; 
fcle  peac«*  can  be  obtained,  Il  is  emphatically  ,  there,  sir,  you  will  see  a  continent  literally  swim- 
ilje  peonlfc's  war,  and  I  rely  on  their  intelligence  ming  in  blood,  while  its  tented  fields  are  smoking 
Ind  patfifJtisra  for  its  successful  prosecution  and  i  in  human  carnage— a  scene  so  awfully  terrible 
tohorabll'  termination.  1  would  torture  the  imagination  of  a  stoic,  in    his 

t  Mr  Ai^EXANOER. — Mr.  Chairman,  without  pre-    cold  calculation  of  human  misery  and  distress. 
^aratioQ  tor  apology,  may  I  be  permitted  to  detain    Thus  furnished  with  the  example  of  a  troubled 
his  Con»mittee  a* few  moments  on  this  so  much  |  Continent,  set  in  motion  (no  man  ever  doubted) 

kuev'd  subject the  war?     Sir,  I  shall   not  ,  by  the  instrumentality  of  England  alone,  is  it  not 

ttempi  lo  detail  the  causes  of  this  war,  as  they    then  important,  sir.  that  this  nation,  as  one  family, 

"        —    *--  — .1'.""-   -♦'   should  unite  in  repelling  the   toils  and   avoiding 

the  shackles  of  this  unfeeling  and  cold   hearted 


,ave  bceii  so  repeatedly  given  by  gentlemen  ot 
i!lcquenc«!  and  experience  on  this  floor.  Let  it  be 
iuflicienc  for  me  to  compress,  in  a  very  few  words, 
the  substance  of  those  causes,  and  then   lo  ei- 


tyranl?     It  is  of  the   highest  necessity,  sir,  not 
that  we  should  strike  her  flag,  but  that  we  should 
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propel  her  armies  in  battle  in  the  field.  Sir,  this  j 
nation  has  taken  a  conspicuous  stand  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  to  strike  her  flag,  with- 
out an  effectual  struggle,  would  be  worse  than 
dealt).  Gentlemen  in  the  minority  tell  the  ma- 
jority to  convince  them  of  the  justice  of  this  war,  j 
and  then  they  will  join  the  majority.  Sir,  I  be- 
lieve that  all  are  convinced  who  wish  to  be  con- 
▼iaced,  and  thai  something  much  stronger  than 
argument  must  effect  the  balance;  for,  convince 
a  man  against  his  will,  he  will  remain  of  the 
same  opinion  still, 

Mr.  Miller   rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  am  not  unmindful  that  the 
bill  before  you  proposes  to  raise  three  additional 
regiments  of  riflemen.     It  is  not.    however,  my 
intention  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that  bill.     My 
honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Taylor)  has  seen  pro- 
er  to  wander  from  the  subject  before  you,  and  j 
as  turned  the  debate  from  the  rifle  regiments  to  j 
the  question  ol   the  popularity  of  the  war  in  the 
Slate  of  New  York.     I  might,  perhaps,  sir,  have  I 
troubled  your  Committee  with  a  few  remarks  on 
that  subject,  had  nut  my  honorable  friends  (Mr. 
Grobvenoh  and  Mr.  Shipherd)  so  completely 
exhausted  it. 

I  rise,  sir,  for  another  purpose;  and  will  state 
il  distinctly,  to  the  end  that,  if  1  am  not  in  order, 
the  Chair  will  have  the  goodness  to  set  me  right. 
My  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  indulg- 
ing in  a  most  extensive  range,  has  alluded  to  the 
memorable  battle  of  Q,ueenstown,  and  has  spoken 
of  M;>jor  General  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Colonel 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  in  a  manner,  which,  ii 
not  disrespectful,  yet  certainly  is  not  calculated 
to  do  justice  to  their  exalted  worth.  My  sole 
design  (I  state  it  distinctly)  is  to  rescue  these  gen- 
tlemen from  imputations,  which  I  think  are  un- 
merited. It  not  out  of  order,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  I  will  proceed. 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer,  by  the  ex- 
treme liberality  of  my  honorable  colleague,  is 
admitted  to  be  •amiable,  hospitable,  and  charita- 
ble." Il  is  true  that  he  is  so.  His  amiable  quali- 
ties are  admitted  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
his  acquaintance;  his  hospitality  is  proverbial; 
in  common  with  my  honorable  colleague  I  have 
shared  it.  And  il  is  no  less  true  that  he  is  chari- 
table. His  ear  was  never  deaf  to  the  supplica- 
tions of  want ;  his  heart  was  never  steeled  to  the 
cries  of  the  distressed;  his  hand  is  "open  as  day 
to  melting  charity,"  Were  il  necessary  1  could 
point  to  a  numerous  train  of  dependants,  fed  and 
supported  by  his  munificence.  I  could  speak  of 
his  liberal  contributions  for  charitable  purposes. 
Sir.  this  nation  cannot  boast  a  man  more  modest, 
more  liberal,  more  delicate,  or  mort  humane. 
He  "forces  his  bounty  into  the  reluctant  hand, 
and  spares  the  blushes  of  ingenuous  shame."  If 
to  feed  the  hungry,  to  clothe  the  naked,  and  com- 
fort the  distressed,  be  a  proper  occupation  of  lime, 
his  pillow  need  never  be  disturbed  by  the  reflec- 
tion that  he  "  has  lost  a  day." 

But  can  my  honorable  colleague  be  ignorant, 
or  did  it  not  suit  his  purposes  to  speak  of  the  pub- 


lic spirit,  the  important  services,  and  the  un- 
doubted patriotism  of  this  distinguished  citizen? 
His  public  spirit  is  well  known  and  appreciated 
in  the  Siate  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  lo 
represent.  His  services  are  not  few  in  number, 
or  unimporianl  in  character.  He  has.  at  differ- 
ent times,  been  a  member  of  each  branch  of  the 
Legi^lalure.  and,  for  three  years,  was  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  1  ask  my 
honorable  colleague  which  of  these  important 
stations  he  failed  to  fill  with  honor  to  himself  and 
usefulness  to  his  country  ? 

My  honorable  colleague  forgot  to  speak  of  tbe 
public  spirit  and  importanl  services  of  General 
Van  Rensselaer.  Nor  would  his  haste  allow  him 
lo  admit  that  he  was  patriotic.  Sir,  the  patriot- 
ism of  this  cenileman  stands  on  no  scanty  basis. 
I  could  safely  appeal  to  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
life,  but  need  not  go  beyond  the  affair  of  Queens- 
town  to  prove  it.  We  have  of  late  heard  much 
of  moral  treason.  Permit  mc,  sir.  to  ask  you,  if 
there  is  not  in  this  nation  something  like  moral 
patriotism  as  well  as  moral  treason  ?  Moral  trea- 
son, as  I  now  understand  it,  relates  not  to  any 
members  of  this  House;  not  lo  the  fair  exercise 
of  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of  the 
press;  but  to  an  improper,  violent,  systematic, 
out-door  opposition  to  the  measures  of  Adminis- 
tration, by  which  loans  and  enlisinients  are  re- 
larded  or  defeated  So,  too.  moral  patriotism  re- 
lates not  to  any  members  of  ihis  House;  not  lo 
any  actual  subscriptions  lo  loans,  or  personal  ser- 
vices performed  by  the  moral  patriot  himself,  but 
to  a  violent  and  systematic  out  door  blustering 
and  vaporing  in  favor  of  the  measures  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, by  which  loans  and  enlistments  may 
be  expedited  or  effected.  A  moral  traitor  is  not 
guilty  of  any  crime  known  to  the  laws;  nor  is  a 
moral  patriot  to  be  considered  as  possessing  any 
virtue  excepl  that  which  consists  in  words  or 
professions.  I  ask  again,  sir,  if  there  are  not  ia 
this  nation  moral  patriots  as  well  as  moral  trai- 
tors? 

Permit  me  to  say  that  such  is  not  the  patriot- 
ism of  General   Van    Rensselaer.     He  was  op- 
posed  to   ihis   ruinous  and   disastrous  war.     He 
was  a  Major  General  of  the  State.     A  proposi- 
tion (whether   in.-idious  or  not,   I  will   not  slop 
to  examine)  was  made  to  him  to  go  to  ihe  fron- 
tier.    He  did  not  hesitate;  he  agreed  logo;  he 
received  his  orders.     It  then  became  his  duty,  and 
he  was  never  known  to  shrink  from   lliat.     He 
reported  himself  as  ready  lo  proceed  lo  his  com- 
,  mand;  the  order  for  his  departure  arrives;   he 
I  leavts  his  family,  his  friends,  and  his  fireside,  and 
I  hastens  to  the  camp,  accompanied  by  the   bene- 
j  dictions  of  thousands,  who  knew  his  worth  and 
'  offered  their  fervent  aspirations  for  his  safely  and 
return.    Sir.  the  patriotism  of  General  Van  Rens- 
I  selaer  was  of  no  ordinary  stamp.     Possessed  of  a 
\  fortune  more  am|tle  than  has  lallen  to  the  lot  of 
any  individual  of  the  State  in  which  he  lives; 
domestic  in  his  habits;  tenderly  attached  to  his 
family,  and  almost  adored  by  it ;  surrounded  by 
a  numerous  circle  of  friends,  of  which   he  was 
i  himself  the  centre  and  the  pride;  such  was  his 
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Instable  situation;  ihese  were  his  comforts  ;  bat  I  he  has  conduct;  he  is,  inerery  respect,  an  accom- 

le  quit  tlk'em  all  to  serve  his  country.     There  is    plished  officer.    Need  I  adduce  the  proofs?   Must 

(i  conduct  like  this  an  elevation  of  soul,  a  sub-  ^  I  prove  that  the  sun  shines  1    Solomon  Van  Rens- 

\\iy  o(  jiatriotism.  which  reflects  the   proudest  '  selaer  needs  not  my  humble  voice  to  support  his 

ionor  on  flie  individual,  and  is  not  a  little  crtdi-  1  military  fame.     He  has  had  testimonials  the  most 
ible  to  that  State  which  fondly  acknowledges  ;  flattering  and    the  most  undoubted.     He  was  a 
liifn  as  oni?  of  its  brightest  ornaments.  \  favorite  of  Washington  ;  he  was  selected  as  Ad- 

Could  riot  my  honorable  colleague,  in  the  abun-  |  jutant  General  of  his  native  State  by  the  discern- 
l,\nce  of  Jiis  magnanimity,  have  admitted  that  ,  raent  of  the  illustrious  Jay  ;  he  was  continued  in 


i^neral  Vrin  Rensselaer  had  performfu  some  pub- 
Ijc  servicefi  ?  Could  he  not  have  accorded  to  him 
Xme  littU  claim  to  be  considered  patriotic?  He 
c  i  not. 

A*  to  the  battle  of  Q,ueenstown.  I  think  my 
hinorabie 'colleague  has  not  done  justice  to  Gen-  '  his  military  talents  be  now  questioned  7 
e  al  Van   Hensselaer.     He  was  a  .Major  General  ^  '   '       ' 

o'  the  State  of  New  York.  He  went  there,  not 
tt  conquer  Canada,  but  to  defend  the  frontier, 
T,  he  railitin,  from  the  nature  of  their  service,  were 
Bit  bound  to  cross  the  line;  they  did,  however, 
i  t  ilujiteer  for  the  battle  of  Queenstown.  The 
r*4uU  of  t^  at  aflTair  is  known.  The  cause  of  the 
dVaiter  ha?;  been  traced  by  my  honorable  friends 


that  office  by  the  venerable  Clinton  ;  he  was  the 
particular  favorite  of  the  courtly  Lewis,  and  he 
had  the  approbation  of  the  "  Lovely  Tompkins" 
himself.  He  has  held  this  officer  under  every 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York.     And  shall 

More, 
sir:  General  Wilkinson,  on  his  way  to  the  fron- 
tier, solicited  Colcnel  Van  Rensselaer  to  accom- 
pany him  as  his  aid.  He  pressed  this  solicitation 
with  an  earnestness  and  manner  peculiarly  grate- 
ful to  the  feelings  of  that  gallant  man  to  whom 
it  was  addressed.  Again  :  General  Harrison,  a 
few  days  since,  urged  his  appointment  as  a  Brig- 
adier General  in  the  present  Army.     He  did  not 


(^leMrs.  (JR09VEN0R  and  Shipherd)  to  its  true  '  succeed.     There  are  honorable  gentlemen  within 


iuroe.  I  ne  t 
move  a  i  ioi 
i  not  v  lun 


.i 


hearing  who  well  know  the  rea^on.  And  yet  ray 
honorable  colleague  hai  seen  ht  to  speak  lightly 
of  the  military  talents  of  Solomon  Van  Rensse- 
laer ! 

I  feel  indebted  to  the  Chair  for  its  indulgence. 
I  will  not  further  abuse  it.  I  know  that  I  have 
failed  in  doing  justice  to  the  characters  of  the 
two  gentlemen  whom  I  have  attempted  to  shield 
from  unmerited  imputations.  I  have  scarcely 
traced  the  outline  ;  to  fill  up  the  pictures  would 
be  the  work  of  time,  and  would  require  also  the 
hand  of  a  master. 

Mr.  MuRPREE,  of  North  Carolina,  addre&sed  the 
Chair,  as  follows: 

Mr,  Chairman,  I  have  ob^erTed.  with  consider- 
able surprise,  a  very  stron?  disposition  in  the  ma- 
jority to  act  rather  than  debate,  and  answer  the 
arguments  of  their  ad  ver5aries  by  their  votes  alone. 
How  much  soever  I  may  be  usually  disposed  to 
surrender  my  own  opinion  to  the  belter  judgment 
of  my  friends,  the  policy  of  such  a  course  seems 
to  me,  at  this  time,  to  be  exceedingly  questiona- 
ble.    In  this  country,  everything  depends  on  pop- 


Tthe  troops  who  had  volunteered  refused 
Qch.  I  know  there  were  some  who 
iteer;  they  were  not  bound  to  go. 
It  I  do  n  )t  hesitate  to  say.  that  such  as  did  vol- 
(leer,  an(  afterwards  refused  to  cross  the  Niag- 
aii.  were  ost  to  every  generous  and  manly  feel- 
itfc,  guilty<of  a  shameful  desertion  of  the  stand- 
aE  of  their  country,  and  a  cruel  and  cowardly 
aliDdonmcrnt  of  their  commander  in  the  hour  of 
dinger. 

ILet  not  my  honorable  colleague  endeavor  to 
cist  the  b^ame  of  that  disaster  on  General  Van 
liensselaer ;  it  is  unmerited.  Military  gentlemen 
vjho  were'in  the  action  have  said,  and  will  ttU 
yVu,  that  rjis  conduct  on  that  occasion  will  stand 
tie  test  ot'  military  criticism.  One  other  fact: 
i  the  ret^arks  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
s  bmit  to'the  House,  the  other  day,  I  had  occa- 
s;  jn  to  ^an'.  that  if  the  attack  on  Fort  George 
1  id  been  iplanned  with  skill  and  executed  with 
\  gor,  theigarrison  would  not  have  escaped.  It 
i  due  to  tl'e  military  talent  of  General  Van  Rens- 
j  Laet  to  s«ty,  (1  speak  from  information  entitled 

t  I  credit  )»hat  when  he  was  on  the  Niagara  fron-  '  ular  opinion,  and  that  is  essentially  influenced  by 
t,  it,  he  plunned  an  attack  on  Fort  George;  that  \  the  debates  which  are  presented  to  the  considera- 
l  lis  plati  V'as  'i^  possession  of  General  Dearborn  tion  of  the  people  from  tins  floor.  They  hare 
«  the  tirai;  he  took  Fort  George;  and  if  this  plan  '  not  the  same  opportunity  correctly  to  estimate 
1,  id  been  oursued,  not  only  the  fort,  but  the  men  \  what  is  said  which  we  have ;  and,  when  the  long 
Jso,  wo'jI|]  have  been  taken.  \  and  labored  speeches  of  the   minority  fall    under 

'  I  come  "now  to  speak  of  Colonel  Solomon  Van  their  view,  many  will  naturally  be  led  to  believe 
!5enssela€^.  My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Tay-  that  they  who  have  spoken  so  much,  must  some- 
r)  in  ajluding  to  hira,  has  been  pleased  to  say  '  times,  at  least,  have  spoken  to  the  purpose;  and 
at  he  TWiis  "intrepid."  Courage,  sir.  I  believe,  that,  where  all  is  indiscriminately  censured,  there 
ii  a  very  Common  quality  with  our  officers;  an  i  must  be  something  really  deserving  of  censure. 
inust&a|  that  i  did  not  think  my  honorable  col-  I  must,  therefore,  express  my  pleasure  at  the  dif- 
ague  wvuld  thus  "damn  with  faint  praise."  ferent  course  pursued  by  the  honorable  gentlemen 
i|ntrepid  !"  Yes  he  is  indeed.  Go  to  the  north- ;  from  New  York,  (Messrs.  Fisk  and  Taylor,) 
••est,  andtask  his  companion?  at  the  battle  of  the  '  and  hope  that  they  and  others  will  continue  fair- 
Ilfiami;  Ascend  the  heights  of  Q,ueenstown,  and  1  ly  to  combat  every  argument,  and  refute  each 
Jisquire  of  those  who  saw  him  there;  count  his  j  paradox,  as  they  may  be  advanced, 
t^rs,  yoK  will  find  them  on  his  breast.  He  is  Several  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  minority 
'intrepid  ;"  he  also  has  enterprise  ;  he  has  skill ;  I  have  repeatedly  expressed  their  determination  to 
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maintain  undiminished  the  right  of  debate  and 
privilege  of  expressing  their  sentiments,  which  is 
secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution.  From  the 
frequency  of  this  remark,  one  would  be  induced 
to  believe  that  some  encroachment  had  been  made 
OD,  or  attempted  by  the  majority  upon  those 
rights  which  they  are  universally  acknowledged 
to  possess.  But,  sir.  when  or  by  whom  have  any 
such  attempts  been  made?  On  the  contrary,  the 
range  they  have  taken,  and  the  latitude  of  remark 
in  which  they  have  indulged  themselves,  are  un- 
paralleled in  the  Congressional  history  of  this 
country.  They  have  exhausted  the  language  of 
invective  in  reprobating  the  Administration,  and 
of  panegyric  in  extolling  themselves.  The  former 
they  have  stigmatized  as  weak,  wicked,  unjust, 
and  oppressive;  and,  sir,  they  have  arrogated  to 
themselves  the  largest  portion  of  the  virtue  and 
the  best  talents  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
(Mr,  Stockton,)  a  few  days  since,  when  an  ac- 
count of  the  devastation  committed  by  the  enemy 
on  our  frontier  reached  this  place,  observed  that 
be  did  not  feel  alarmed  at  the  situation  of  thi» 
country.  ■  I  know  that,  from  thence,  there  was  no 
real  cause  of  alarm  ;  that,  although  they  might 
burn  a  few  unprotected  villages,  and  murder  some 
defenceless  women  and  children,  the  light  and 
savage  bands  that  roamed  about  our  frontier  could 
make  no  permanent  impression  on  these  States. 
If.  sir,  that  honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends 
do  feel  any  alarm,  it  is  rather  a  pleasurable  sen- 
sation excited  by  alternate  hopes  and  fears — 
hopes  that  they  may  shortly  seize  the  helm  of 
Slate,  the  fond  and  professed  object  of  iheir 
wishes;  and  fears,  lest  it  may  be  snatched  forever 
from  their  grasp  by  an  honorable  peace.  1  mean 
their  fears  as  party  men  ;  individually  and  per- 
sonally, I  doubt  not  they  would  hail  with  pleasure 
the  approach  of  that  desired  event.  But,  as  a  par- 
ty, it  must  extinguish  their  hopes  forever.  Think 
you,  sir,  the  people  would  suddenly  dismiss  from 
their  service  an  Administration  which  should 
have  successfully  conducted  them  through  a  dan- 
gerous conflict  to  a  safe  and  honorable  peace  ? 
That  they  would  at  once  open  their  eyes  to  that 
merit  in  the  minority  to  which  they  have  been 
blind  so  long — of  whose  sufferings  during  more 
than  twelve  years  of  ''successful  oppression."  as 
it  IS  termed,  they  have  been  unpiiyiog  spectators? 

But,  sir,  1  believe  that  a  real  cause  of  alarm 
does  exist,  when  we  see  a  spirit  of  opposition 
displayed  to  an  extent  which  can  only  tend  to 
prostrate  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  Gov- 
ernment— "that  the  will  of  the  majority,  consti- 
tutionally expressed,  shall  be  obeyed,"  Several 
gentlemen  have  asserted  that  they  have  not  only 
the  right,  admitted  by  all,  to  oppose  the  passage 
of  a  law  to  All  the  ranks  of  our  Army,  but  also 
the  Constitutional  right  ^o  render  that  law  nuga- 
tory, by  dissuading  others  from  enlisting  in  the 
service  of  their  country.  And  one  gentleman,  if 
I  mistake  not,  with  apparent  triumph,  boasted  of 
his  practical  exercise  of  what  he  is  pleased  to 
term  bis  Constitutional  privilege.  I  feel  alarmed 
when  I  see  a  deep-rooted  discooteot,  apparently 


looking  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  prevalent  in 
those  Slates  most  interested  in  its  formation,  and 
whose  prosperity  es.sentially  depends  upon  its  con- 
tinuance. But,  above  all,  I  think  there  is  cause 
of  the  greatest  alarm,  when  we  see  the  spirit  of 
the  Revolution  so  fast  extinguishing;  when  we 
see  the  sons  of  those  sires,  who  di.>dained  to  sub- 
mil  to  a  trifling  duty  upon  tea,  so  eager  and  anx- 
ious to  receive  the  boon  of  that  contemptible  rem- 
nant of  commerce  which  the  British  Government, 
for  their  own  convenience,  may  still  condescend 
to  permit  them  to  enjoy. 

The  same  honorable  gentleman  rejoiced  that 
the  flag  was  struck.  I  wanted  no  explanation 
of  what  he  meant — I  well  knew  he  could  not 
mean  the  flag  of  his  country — his  patriotism  and 
parental  feelings  equally  forbid  the  supposition. 
My  sincerest  wishes  attend  his  gallant  son — may 
it  be  his  fate,  like  another  Perry,  to  bear  ihat  flag 
in  triumph  through  a  hostile  fleet.  But,  sir,  he 
rejoiced  that  the  flag  of  the  Adrainiytration,  the 
alien  flag,  was  struck.  By  whom  was  this  flag 
raised  ?  By  Washington  himself.  I  am  not 
about  to  enter  into  the  abundant  theme  of  Federal 
inconsistency — where  I  should  lose  myself  and 
fatigue  the  House  before  1  had  half  travelled  it 
over.  But  I  cannot  forbear  the  passing  remark 
that  a  disciple  of  Washington  should  be  the  first 
to  abandon  those  whom  Washington  himself 
has  received  into  his  household  and  to  whom  he 
plighted  the  faith  of  his  country  for  their  protec- 
tion and  safety  ! 

For  the  grounds  upon  which  the  war  was 
declared  and  the  objects  which  its  prosecution  is 
expected  to  attain,  we  are  to  look  alone  to  the 
declaration  of  war  and  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments. There,  sir,  they  are  so  directly  and  ex- 
plicitly avowed,  that  it  seems  impossible  to  mis- 
apprehend them:  the  enjoyment  of  that  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  other  friendly  countries, 
to  which,  by  the  law  of  nations,  we  are  entitled 
as  an  independent  sovereignty;  in  the  next  place 
an  eflVctual  and  practical  security  against  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen.  These  are  the  ob- 
jects fur  which  the  war  is  prosecuted,  and  the 
interruptions  of  the  one  and  the  abuses  of  the 
other  were  the  causes  which  produced  it.  The 
attention  of  the  honorable  minority  who  so  ve- 
hemently oppose  Its  continuance  has  been  often 
directed  to  this  subject,  to  obtain  from  them  a 
precise  and  determinate  opinion  upon  the  suffi- 
ciency of  these  alleged  causes.  Hitherto,  sir, 
they  have  chosen  to  waive  the  iuviialion,  and 
are  content  to  oppose  its  further  prosecution,  as 
originally  commenced  under  the  influence  of  dif- 
ferent motives,  and  such  as  they  choose  to  attri- 
bute to  the  Administration  and  majority  of  Con- 


gress.    The  Orders  in  Council  having  ceased  to 
exist,  the  cause  of  war, 
ought  al>o  to  terminate. 


g  ceasi 
t,  it  is 


said, 


But  the  other  cause,  equally  interesting  and 
equally  justifiable,  still  remains  in  its  original 
force,  and  no  expedient  has  been  offered  by  the 
British  Government  to  secure  our  citizens  against 
the  enormous  abuses  of  this  practice  of  impress- 
ment, and  every  proposition  on  the  part  of  this 
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Goreferocnt  fof  that  purpose  has  been  either  un- 
notic  i  or  rejected.  Of  the  magnitude  of  this 
suhji'l  aow.  5()me  idea  may  be  formed  from  the 
opini '^s  \vhic4  were  entertained  respecting  its 
iropo  t'tjnce  in  the  earliest  period  of  our  Govern- 
ment and  by  other  men.  I  will  trouble  the 
Hou'  ;•  with  ti^e  readinjj  of  two  short  extracts. 
one  f  iom  a  letter  of  Mr.  Pickering.  Secretary  of 
Statf  ii)  Mi-.  Kinj,  Minister  at  London,  dated 
8ih  J  ine.  17%'  in  which  that  right  is  justly  as- 
serte.  for  whiih  we  are  now  contending.  The 
prin(  pie  laid  down  is  substantially  to  this  effect: 
'•Th  t  on  the-  high  seas  our  flag  shall  protect 
thosf  of  whatever  nation  who  sail  under  it,"  and 
then  idds,  '•  We  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the 
Brill,  J  Government  will  make  no  ditficulty  in 
acceilng  to  ihw  mteresting  provision  " 
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and  expedient  that  we  should  bow  our  heads  and 
submit  to  them  without  a  struggle. 

An  honorable  colleague  of  mine,  (Mr.  Gas- 
ton.) inferior  to  none  of  his  friends  in  talents, 
and  equal  to  any  of  them  in  zeal  for  his  party, 
has  pledged  himself  to  his  constituents,  if  lam 
not  misinformed,  to  support  the  continuance  of 
this  war.  if  it  be  necessary  to  obtain  practical 
security  against  the  impressment  of  our  native 
seamen. 

This,  sir,  is  the  avowed  object  of  the  war — nor 

is  it  less  the  real  object  because  a  few  naturalized 

citizens,  loo  inconsiderable  in  number  lo  be  an 

object  of  any  importance  to  either  Government, 

may  happen  lo  be  mingled  with  the  mass  of  our 

native  citizens  who   are   subjected  lo  the   cruel 

-e«*no-  10  mw  imer-sung  jiruv.Mv....  ,  dominion  of  British  officers.     Yel  the  minority 

infi  "letter  tj-om  the  present  Chief  Justice,  of  |  seriously  assert  this  belief,  and  atternpt  to  impress 

20th^eptemb4r,  1800.  then  Secretary  of  Slate, 


to  M.^  King,  hje  declares,  that — 

"Tl  le  British  have  no  right  or  pretence  to  impress — 

"  1/ 1]  Native  ;\merican  citizens. 

••2i    I  British  .tubjects  here  at  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

•«3%  .  Other  frreigners  naturalized. 

«'4i  1.  British  Subjects  naturalized  since  the  treaty. 

"T  13  iast  claiis  only  doubtful,  but  our  right  to  these 
may  (  ':■  justificdrby  the  practice  of  the  British  Ciovern- 
ment  " 

"1(  it  not  mo»e  advitable  to  desist  from  an  acknowl- 
edge Twrong,  tljan,  by  a  perseverance  in  that  wrong, 
excil;  the  well  ifounded  resentment  of  the  .\merican 
peopL  ,  and  forco  our  Government  into  measures  which 
may    ejry  possibly  terminate  in  an  open  rupture  1" 

Su  'h  was   i;he  result   which   was  anticipated 


It  upon  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  that  it 
was  waged  solely  for  the  purpose  of  protect- 
ing from  their  native  sovereigns  a  few  hundred 
foreign  seamen.  If,  sir,  they  admit  the  justice 
and  necessity  of  contending  for  the  rights  of  our 
native  citizens,  let  them  act  openly;  let  them 
tender  their  support  in  defence  of  those  rights, 
and  call  upon  the  Government  for  the  proof  that 
they  have  been  infringed. 

This,  indeed,  is  so  easy  to  afford,  has  indeed 
been  so  amply  demonstrated,  that  the  honorable 
gentlemen  wisely  avoid  the  dilemma,  and  still 
continue  to  oppose  the  war,  as  founded  on  mo- 
tives, and  prosecuted  for  objects,  which  are  utterly 
disclaimed. 

The  mode  of  argument  which   has  been  used 


from|bat  sour-;e  by  that  distinguished  gentleman,  j  by  several  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  upon  this 
and  ;ie  authc'rity  is  entitled  to  greater  weight  subject,  is  of  so  novel  and  extraordinary  a  char- 
beca^  se  his  sejitiments  are  supposed  to  be  unfa-  |  acler  as  to  justify  a  few  remarks. 
Tora  Je  to  th^  present  Adminislration.  Inde-  ]  One  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York, 
pend  nt  of  lh(»  undoubted  existence  of  the  fact,  I  (Mr.  Shipherd,)  in  a  long  and  elaborate  speech, 
the  1   crease  oC  the  abuses  of  impressment,  which  )  has  demonstrated  the  immorality  and  injustice  of 

this  war,  upon  the  authority  of  the  command- 
ment, "  Thou  shall  not  kill." 

The  celebrated  ancient  mathematician  Archi- 
medes asserted,  if  he  had  a  spot  on  which  to 
stand,  he  could  move  the  earth,  if,  sir,  we  grant 
ihe  postulations  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  he 
could  not  only  prove  the  injustice  of  ihis  war, 
but  of  all  others  which  ever  were  waged  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world;  and.  what  is  still 
more  extraordinary,  prove  them  to  have  been 
equally  as  unjust  on  the  one  as  on  the  other. 
And.  sir,  if  he  should  translate  his  apothegm  into 
our  criminal  courts,  its  effect  will  be  stronger 
still.  Suppose  an  assassin.  I  mean  not  a  moral 
murderer,  but  one  who  killeth  with  malice  pre- 
pense, arraigned  at  the  bar,  by  virtue  of  this  all- 
powerful  charm  ;  the  jury  who  convict,  the  judge 
who  passes  sentence,  and  the  sheriff  who  hangs, 
can  with  great  facility  be  proved  to  be  moral 
murderers.  The  sam^  honorable  gentleman,  in 
his  speech  yesterday,  emphatically  declared  he 
would  never  give  his  assent  to  wage  a  war  for 
honor.  He  has  repeatedly  expressed  his  determi- 
nation to  wage  none  for  the  subjugation  of  ihe 
innocent  and  unoffending  Canadians.  Perhaps 
the  geotlemaa  will  consent  to  its  prosecution  to 


wer(4then  represented  in  so  loud  and  peremptory 
a  to^'e,  may  be  easily  proved  by  the  continued 
exisince  of  t^e  causes  whence  ihey  are  said  to 
originate.  The  British  Government  resort  to 
this  Xractice  in  time  of  war  only,  and  its  rigor 
is  in' eased  according  lo  the  deficiency  of  hands 
to  rniin  their  ^fleet.  From  the  date  of  the  last 
lellei  to  whicf.  I  referred,  and  even,  indeed,  from 
a  m-i  ;h  earlier  period,  they  have  been  engaged, 
exc*'  t  a  veryjishort  interval,  in  a  continued  war- 
fare y  sea  an  i  land,  and  extended  to  every  quar- 
ter 01  ttie  globe.  The  expenditure  of  human  life 
in  th  i  conlesi-must  have  made  serious  impres- 
sion n  the  population  of  the  country  by  which 
it  W(  ^  mainii^lned.  For  the  same  reason  also, 
the  r  "inmerce,  ships,  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Stall-  .  have  miilliplied  lo  an  extent  which  could 
not  1,  ive  thenibeen  w'lhin  the  bounds  of  reason- 
able 'XpectatiDn.  Additional  opportunities  for 
the  c  ntinuan(|e  of  this  practice  have  thus  been 
affor.  t'd,  in  proportion  to  the  increasing  demands 
whic  I  compelled  them  to  resort  lo  it  originally. 
Si;  if  the  multiplied  scenes  of  oppression  on 
the  c;  ean  do  really  exist,  as  we  have  been  told 
they  «lo,  I  thiak  no  honorable  gentleman  here 
will  Mnture  to  tell  his  constituents  that  it  is  just 
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obtain  some  remuneration  for  the  thousand  ships 
of  which  we  have  been  plundered  in  time  of 
peace.  But,  sir.  if  he  will  not  consent  lo  fight 
for  money,  nor  Canada,  nor  yet  for  honor,  1  aban- 
don the  hope  of  conceiving  what  in  his  estima- 
tion is  justifiable  cause  of  national  hostility. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts — 
I  mean  that  gentleman  who  accounted  for  the 
exhibition  of  blue  lights  upon  philosophical  prin- 
ciples, or  by  the  intervention  of  supernatural 
agency — in  the  course  of  a  long  and  learned 
speech  upon  our  foreign  relations,  permitted  him- 
self to  observe,  that  "  England  has  done  us  more 
wrongs  than  she  ought."  Yes,  sir.  while  the 
injuries  and  insults  of  France  were  justly  repro- 
bated in  the  severest  terras,  ihe  cccumulated 
wronffs,  the  added  insults  of  more  than  thirty 
years  were  dismissed  with  the  mild  and  simple 
remark,  that  •'  England  has  done  us  more  wrongs 
than  she  ought."  This,  however.  I  seize  as  a 
precious  contession.  because  he  is  thence  bound 
to  confess  that  the  Administration  has  not  been 
remiss  in  its  duty,  and  can  censure  it  only  as  being 
too  sensitive  lo  the  honor,  and  prompt  lo  redress 
the  wrongs  of  this  country  by  a  precipitate  dec- 
laration of  war. 

Bui,  sir,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York.  (Mr.  Grosvenor.)  in  another  tone,  admit- 
ted that  our  rights  had  been  invaded  by  England  ; 
had  by  her  been  trampled  in  the  dust;  yet  he 
condemns  the  war  as  unjust,  because  inexpedient, 
and  his  whole  argument  was  founded  upon  that 
proposition.  Il  is  only  lo  state  the  proposition  to 
show  his  inference  improper.  A  just  war  may 
be  inexpedient ;  an  unjust  one  may  be  expedierit ; 
but  a  war  is  never  unjust  simply  because  it  is  in- 
expedient. 

The  conduct  of  the  majority  on  this  floor  has 
been  frequently  censured,  particularly  as  curtail- 
ing the  right  of  discussion,  and  precipitating  the  ! 
most  important  laws,     i  think,  sir,  that  we  have  j 
great   cause  of  complaint   of  the  cours^e   which  i 
some  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  minority  have  j 
thought  proper  to  pursue  off  this  floor.     I  allude  j 
particularly  lo  some  late  publications  respecting  ! 
the  Russian  mediation.   An  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Pickering)  published 
a  series  of  letters  lo  prove  that   this  mediation 
was  offered  by  the  Russian  Minister,  unauthor- 
ized by  his  master,  and  that  he  was  prompted  to 
it  by  the  President  himself.  I  speak  from  recollec- 
tion of  a  light  reading  of  them,  and  may  be  mis- 
taken, but  such  I  inferred  was  substantially  his 
object.     This,  given  lo  the  world  under  the  sanc- 
tion and  high  authority  of  his  name,  1  doubt  not 
has  been,  and  probably  still  is  believed  by  nine- 
tenths  of  his  constituents,  and  perhaps  the  same 
proportion  of   his  political  admirers  throughout 
the  United    Stales.     We   have  the  confutation 
upon  our   tables;  but   how  is   the   impression  of 
this  precipitate  accusation  lo  be  removed  from 
the  minds  of  those  who  may  never  see,  or  not 
attach  the  merited  authority  to  those  documents 
which  so  clearly  prove  il  unfounded?     In  men- 
tioning this  subject.  I  utterly   disclaim  the  re- 
motest inteniion  to  affect  the  feelings  of  that  hon- 


orable gentleman,  and   beg  leave  to  retract  the 

hasty  opinion  I  had  formed  of  his  political  intol-4 
erance,  and  to  declare  that  no  one  of  the  party 
with  which  he  acts,  as  far  as  I  have  observed, 
has,  on  this  floor  at  lea^t,  displayed  more  modera- 
tion. But  I  mention  it  because  il  is  recent,  be- 
cause it  is  calculated  to  do  the  Adminislration  an 
unmerited  injury,  and  principally  lo  afford  him 
an  opportunity,  which  I  trust  he  will  embrace 
with  pleasure,  of  making  the  acknowledgment  of 
an  error  into  which  he  has  been  too  hastily  led 
by  incorrect  information  or  inconclusive  deduc- 
tion. 

The  honorable  gentlemen  have  exultingly  re- 
minded us  of  the  mutability  of  power.  A  wise 
and  politic  King  of  Macedon  had  an  officer  whose 
sole  duty  it  was  to  repeat  each  morning  the  salu- 
tary lesson,  '•  Remember,  Philip,  thou  art  mor- 
tal!" We  need  not  put  it  into  the  head  of  our 
Clerk  to  remind  us  of^  the  fleeting  nature  of  our 
transitory  authority.  We  have  a  monitory  les- 
son of  a  far  more  impressive  nature  constantly 
displayed  before  us.  We  need  but  cast  our  eyes 
upon  the  thinned  ranks  of  that  numerous  party 
which  once  ruled  this  country  with  such  despotic 
sway  to  be  convinced  of  the  feeble  hold  a  party 
has  of  power  after  the  confidence  of  the  people 
has  been  forfeited. 

To  prove  that  confidence  hitherto  reposed  in 
the   Adminislration  to  be  forfeited,  il  has  been 
asserted   that   the  objects  of  the   war  are  aban- 
doned, because  they  have  consented  to  treat  upon 
an   acknowledgment   of  the   maritime   rights  of 
England.     These,  sir.  have  never  been  disputed, 
and  we  acknowledge  her  to  possess  none  except 
such  as  are  founded  on  the  laws  of  nations.    But 
hitherto  this  Government  never  has,  and  I  trust 
never  will,  discover  any  intention  of  submitting 
to  the   maritime  wrongs  of  England.     At   the 
commencement  of  the  contest,  a  proposal  of  an 
armistice,  for  the    purpose  of  negotiation,  was 
made  to  England,  upon  condition  that  she  would 
suspend    the    praclicc  of   impressment  on  board 
American  vessels  during  its  pendency.     And  the 
proposition  of  a  similar  nature,  made   by  Admi- 
ral Warren,  was  rejected  because  he  would  not 
'  accede   lo   the    same  conditions.      But,   sir,   the 
'  American  Government  was  then  ready,  and  prof- 
j  fered  its  readiness  to  treat,  so  that  the  negotiation 
should   not  interrupt  the  progress  of  hostilities. 
To  their  own  proposal,  now  tendered   by  their 
adversaries,  they  have  acceded;  and,  in  their  at- 
tempts to  obtain  their  objects,  either  by  a  treaty 
or  a  continuation  of  hostilities,  they  cannot  surely 
be  said  to  have  abandoned  them.     The  objects  of 
the  war,  so  interesting  to  the  feelings  of  every 
American,  and  so  essential  to  the   prosperity  of 
this  country,  will  never  be  relinquished  ;  and  any 
Administration  which  shall  fail  to  assert  theor 
will  be  abandoned  by  their  country. 

Mr.  LovETT. — Mr.  Chairman,  the  day  is  far 
spent,  and  I  perceive  the  Committee  is  growing 
impatient  of  discussion.  Il  is.  therefore,  with  ex- 
treme reluctance  I  rise  to  solicit  your  indulgence 
on  the  floor,  even  for  a  few  minutes.  I  have  not 
risen,  sir,  to  discuss  either  the  causes  of  the  war 
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or  le  geoerwl  manner  in  which  it  has  been  con- 
du^  fdl  not  jo  attempt  a  demonstration  of  what 
ar».  tfie  ConJtitutional  rights  of  the  majority  or 
TOP  r,nty  in  this  House  ;  nor  yet.  sir,  to  advocate 
or  \  •>pose  th«  bill  oo  your  table  for  raising  three 
adt  clonal  retjiments  of  riflemen.  General  topics, 
whoever  may  have  been  the  bill  before  the  House. 
ha\f  long  been  discussed  with  a  latitude  of  debate 


Additional  Rijie  Corps. 


Jarcary,  1814. 


tieman  read  yesterday,  a  lamentable  falling  off. 
I  may,  possibly,  be  mistaken,  as  I  did  not  hear 
distinctly  everything  which  was  read;  if  so,  sir, 
the  gentleman  must  charge  it,  not  to  any  disre- 
pect  or  want  of  attention,  but  to  the  misfortune 
which  befel  me  in  that  short  military  career 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  is  pleased  to  con- 
sider as  my  passport,  not  only  to  the  di.stinguished 

wht  U  iVould   not  enlarge,  and  could  not  ap-  j  honor  of  holding  a  seat  on  this  floor,  but,  also,  to 

pro! 

ed 

▼et 

in 

spe^ 

a  i'i 

sub) 

I  trj 

turn 

ter(| 

cla^ 


\e.     For  the  last  ten  days,  an  almost  unlimit- 
>ope  of  kidulgence  has  been  paid  out  to  wide 
||ig  debate.     An   honorable  gentleman  rises 
place,  selects  the  subject  of  his  choice, 
;,-  awhiU',  is  called  to  order,  sits  down,  hears 
[jrt  explijnation,   rises  again,  takes  another 
fCt.  and  ipeaks  as  long  as  he  can.     But,  sir. 
f.(  that  hiJQorable  gentlemen,  recollecting  the  \ 
I  and  beat-ing  which  debate  has  assumed,  yes-  j 
l.y   and   i.o-day,  will    feel  the  justice  of  my  [ 
[1  for,  at  least,  as  much  time  as  may  be  ne-  | 
ces: jry  for  nie  to  meet  such  parts  of  it  as  have  I 
bee ,»  J  i  reeled  at  me.  personally,  and  upon  two  of, 
my  inost  distinguished    and    honorable  friends, 
wh(,|f  privat^»  and  public  characters  1  will,  with 
ptea'iure,  hertrand  everywhere  else  defend.    Short 
of  liwse  considerations.  I    would   not.  sir,  have  I 
trQLi«{ed  the  (jommittee  for  a  moment;  but.  placed  | 
as  I  \\\ovi  am,!  silence  would  be  an  abandonment  i 
of  s|l{  respect,  and  cowardly  treachery  to  friends  i 
whiij  deservedly  hold  the  first  place  in  my  heart.    ' 

S^j  could  I  yesterday  have  got  the  floor,  when 
I  8e<e>ral  timijs  attempted  it,  it  was  my  intention 
lo  hiye  answijred  at  some  length  the  argument 
whii^  my  honorable  colleague  (.Mr.  Taylor) 
retui  to  this  House.  But.  as  my  ever  prompt 
friend  (Mr,  Grosvenor)  on  my  left,  who  was 
also -iissai led  in  that  argument,  has  not  only  re- 
pell4<),  with  costs,  every  attempt  to  fix  inconsist- 
CQci' upon  bis  political  conduct  and  character, 
butitas  also  ably  answered  the  topics  of  the  ar- 
guriJ(?nts  generally,  I  shall  not  follow  my  honor- 
abla  colleague  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  in 


aoia  coiM 
detlil. 

day* hear 


was.  with  extreme  regret    that  I  yester-  | 
d  m^y  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Taylor)  i 
bis  de(UaralioQ  of  IS'ew  York  civil  war  of  j 
te.      I  r«;gretted  that  he  should  have  thought 
duty  Oi.  policy  to  read  it  at  all;   but,  had  he 


what  he  is  pleased  to  consider  a   lucrative  office 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Even  a  partial  privation  of  hearing  is,  indeed, 
perplexing  ;  yet,  perplexing  as  it  is,  I  admit  there 
are  some  occasions  on  this  floor  when  such  is  my 
desire  to  hear  the  wisdom  of  experience  poured 
out  in  all  the  captivating  magic  of  eloquence,  that 
I  would  almost  barter  an  eye  for  an  ear  which 
could  convey  the  whole  to  my  understanding. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  in  what  my  honorable  col- 
league yesterday  declared  to  the  Committee  there 
was  a  very  great  falling  ofi"  from  his  usual  stand- 
ard of  Parliamentary  debate.  To  me  it  appeared, 
most  evidently,  that  he  had  basted  to.;ether  as 
many  heterogeneous,  sheet-swelling  topics  as 
would,  with  a  very  little  more  attention,  make  a 
long  and  popular  speech,  should  the  honorable 
gentleman  have  any  desire  to  appear  in  that  shape 
before  his  constituents  and  the  world.  I  say.  sir, 
a  long  and  popular  speech,  because  I  am  fully 
aware  that  many  people,  in  these  days,  appreci- 
ate speeches,  as  they  do  many  other  things,  by 
their  bulk.  Nor,  sir,  is  this  altogether  a  novel 
idea.  If  I  mistake  not,  I  have  somewhere  read 
of  a  man,  who,  indulging  the  opinion  that  bis 
brother  was  a  poet  of  unrivalled  merit,  thus  ex- 
pressed himself : 

"  Mine  brodcr  Ben,  the  bestest  poet,  what  all  the  world 

moDght  please ; 
**  For  he  ha«  writ  von  mighty  pook,  so  pig  aa  all  due 
cheat  r 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  general  scope  of  the  obser- 
vations which  my  honorable  colleague  yesterday 
offered  to  this   Committee,  was   to  establish  one 
great  proposition,  viz  :  that  this  war  is  very  pop- 
ular in  the   State  of  New  York.     This  proposi- 
tion he  endeavored  to  support  by  a  heterogeneous 
mass  of  evidence   collected   from  every   source 
which  bis  ingenuity  could  devise.     Hut  after  all 


cht|tful 

8ho|td 


me  ihas  he  deemed  it  indispensable,  most  the  efforts  which  ray  honorable  colleague  put 
'illy  would  I  have  given  my  vote  that  it  forth,  candor  constrains  me  to  say,  that  the  in- 
haveshad  its  first,  second,  and  even  third  i  ferences  he  drew  from  the  premises  which  he 
reayog,  by  i^s  title  only,  that  it  might  have  gone  \  established,  really  appeared  to  me  one  of  the  most 
spei|dily  froni  this  House  to  the  pres>,  corrected  !  harmonious  families  oi  non  sequiturs  with  which 
andtrevised  IT'y  the  author,  and  as  speedily  froru  the  i  I  ever  became  acquainted.  Sir,  in  support  of  his 
preX,  onward  to  the  meridian  for  which  it  was  !  general  proposition,  that  this  war  is  popular  in 
dou|itlessly  calculated.  Frequently,  sir,  in  this  t  the  State  of  New  York,  my  honorable  colleague 
Ho.ise,  have  ,1  bent  the  last  nerve  of  injured  or-  i  has  placed  great  reliance  upon  the  evidence  he 
gant.to  catch  the  arguments  flowing  from  the  I  has  collected  from  the  liberal  rewards  which  the 
pra'lical  gofld  sense  of  thai  honorable  gentle-  |  people  of  that  State  have  bestowed  upon  Major 
maij.  I  dulj-'  appreciate  his  talents  upon  all  oc- !  General  Van  Rensselaer,  and  his  little  military 
e*s|)iis.  and  Bometimes,  the  manly  independence  j  family,  since  the  campaign  of  1812,  and  the  bat- 
wh^h  he  asiserts.  But,  sir,  the  same  frankness  '  tie  of  Queenstown.  Sir,  it  may  be  almost  un- 
wiii   which  1  make  this  avowal,  will  constrain  '  necessary  to  repeat  what  I  have  before  said,  that 


meihowevev   reluctant,  to  go  farther,  and  say 
thai,  10    the  sincerity  of  my  lieart,  I   think  there 


I  shall   conflne   my  observations  very  closely  to 
answering  what  my  honorable  colleague  has  said 
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waf'in  the  argument  which  the  honorable  gen-    relative  to  this  military  family  matter;  and,  sir, 


I  beg  leave  to  have  it  explicitly  understood,  that 
I  am  drawn,  most  reluctantly,  into  the  discussion 
of  the  subject. 

I  cannot,  I  ought  not,  and  will  not,  in  this  man- 
lier, be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  the  general 
topics  of  the  campaign  of  1812.  or  the  particular 
occurrences  at  the  battle  of  Q,ueensiown.  With- 
out arrogance,  I  believe  1  may  say,  sir.  that  my 
opportunities  enabled  me.  to  the  extent  of  my 
capacity,  to  form  as  correct  opinions  of  that  cam- 
paign as  any  other  man.  Perhaps  as  welt  as  any 
other  man,  I  understood  the  considerations  which 
induced  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer  to  assume 
his  command  in  that  campaign  ;  the  very  great 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  he  had  constantly 
to  encounter,  and  the  complicated  necessities 
which  compelled  him.  against  his  better  judg- 
ment, to  move,  at  the  time  he  did,  against 
Q,ueensiown.  1  imagine  that  there  would  be  no 
great  difficulty  in  explaining  either  the  causes 
which  produced  a  prospect  of  brilliant  success 
at  t^e  onset,  or  those  which  overcast  it  at  the 
last.  But,  sir,  I  trust  that  every  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  at  once  anticipate  the  impropriety  of 
my  entering,  upon  thisoccasion,  into  the  general 
concerns  of  that  campaign,  or  the  details  of  that 
battle.  The  considerations  which  deter  me  are 
many  and  weighty.  I  regard  them  ail,  but  more 
especially  the  .sentiment,  nil  de  morluis  nisi  bo- 
Hum  ;  but,  in  the  [tath  of  detail,  should  I  be  com- 
pelled to  travel  it,  justice  to  the  living — nay, 
strong  neces.sity,  would  compel  me  to  tread  heavi- 
ly upon  the  ashes  of  the  dead. 

Mr.  Chairraao,  if  on  this  floor,  or  anywhere 
else,  before  a  competent  and  Constitutional  tri- 
bunal, you  will  iDstiluie  an  inquiry  into  thecam- 
paigo  of  1812,  or  the  failure  of  the  attack  upon 
Q,ueenstown,  I  will  most  freely  and  cheerfully 
tell  you  and  the  world  all  I  know  of  them  ;  and 
1  think  I  might  venture  to  pledge  myself,  sir,  to 
you,  to  this  House,  to  the  impartial  people  of 
America,  and  to  the  world,  that  1  will  make  to 
you  such  disclosures  in  evidence,  as.  however 
ihey  may  bear  upon  others,  shall  not  only  exon- 
erate Major  General  Van  Rensselaer  from  eve- 
ry unfavorable  imputation,  but  such  as  shall 
entitle  liira  to  the  increased  love,  gratitude,  confl- 
dence,  and  respect,  of  all  whose  good  opinion  ought 
to  be  regarded  by  honorable  patriots. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  must  now  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee  for  a  few  minutes,  while  I  ihow 
how  very  unfortunate  my  honorable  colleague 
(Mr.  Taylor)  has  been,  in  his  attempt  to  prove 
'•  that  the  war  is  popular  in  the  State  of  New 
York,"  by  any  evidence  collected  from  the  re- 
spect paid  to  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer,  and 
his  military  family,  for  their  services  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1S12,  and  at  the  battle  of  Q,ueenstown. 

Various  considerations,  not  necessary  to  be  here 
de  ailed,  placed  me  in  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer's 
family,  in  the  campaign  of  1812;  and  as  I  was 
the  humblest  member  of  that  family,  I  will  first 
meet  the  observations  which  my  honorable  col- 
league has  applied  to  me,  personally,  and  then 
rise,  in  order,  to  those  applied  to  the  other  and 
higher  branches  of  that  family. 


Sir,  the  purport  of  all  the  observations  which 
my  honorable  colleague  directed  to  me,  person- 
ally, if  I  understood  him  correctly,  was  this:  that 
my  humble  services  in  General  Van  Rensse- 
laer's family,  in  the  campaign  of  1812,  had  pro- 
cured to  me  a  passport,  not  only  to  the  very  hon- 
orable seat  which  I  hold  in  this  House,  (which, 
considering  the  district  I  represent,  is  enough  to 
gratify  any  rational  ambition.)  but  also  to  an  of- 
fice of  honor  and  profit  in  the  Slate  of  New 
York.  Sir,  it  is  true,  my  title  to  this  seat  is  good  ; 
1  duly  appreciate  it  ;  it  is  the  highest  honor  of 
my  life,  and  the  summit  of  my  ambition.  It  is 
also  true,  that  I  hold  an  office  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  Would  to  Heaven  its  income  were 
as  great  as  my  honorable  colleague  intimates  ! 
All  I  can  say  on  that  score  is,  that  the  duties  of 
that  office  are  arduous,  and  the  income  some- 
thing; I  complain  not  of  the  one,  nor  vaunt  of 
the  other.  But,  sir,  1  absolutely  deny  the  fact, 
that  my  military  services  have  furnished  ray  pass- 
port either  to  my  seat  or  my  office  ;  and  I  am  not 
a  little  surprised  that  my  honorable  colleague, 
with  the  knowledge  I  know  he  possesses  on  that 
subject,  should  ever  have  hazarded  an  opinion  so 
unfounded.  Sir,  that  honorable  gentleman  very 
well  knows,  that  long  before  Gen.  Van  Rensse- 
laer was  assigned  to  his  command,  I  had  been 
elected  to  represent  the  city  and  county  of  Al- 
bany, in  this  House.  It  is  true,  that  my  election, 
and  all  others  which  took  place  at  the  same  time, 
were  vacated  for  a  reason  well  known  ;  but  my 
fellow-citizens  had  expressed  tlieir  confidence  by 
ballot.  I  was  afterwards  again  elected,  but  if  my 
memory  be  correct  on  tnis  subject,  by  a  less  ma- 
jority ;  but,  00  that  subject  I  cannot  speak  with 
absolute  certainty.  Thus  much,  Mr.  Chairman, 
for  my  passport  to  this  seat ;  it  was  not  gained 
by  any  military  services  of  mine  in  the  campaigQ 
of  1812.  Next,  sir,  I  will  show  you,  satisfacio- 
lily,  that  I  had  not  my  office  in  consequence  of 
those  services. 

I  presume,  sir.  it  is  known  to  every  gentlemaa 
on  tills  floor  that,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  ap- 
pointments to  office  are  made  by  a  Council,  consti- 
tutionally composed  of  the  Governor  and  four 
Senators  selected  from  the  four  great  districts  of 
the  State — the  Governor  having  only  a  casting 
vote.  It  is  a  fact  which  my  honorable  colleague 
will  not  pretend  to  deny,  that  the  Council  which 
appointed  me  to  office  consisted  of  the  Governor, 
of  course,  one  very  honest  and  candid  democratic 
Senator,  and  three  Senators  of  the  old  school, 
who  are  most  conscientiously  opposed  to  the  war, 
and  who  never  would  have  supposed  any  man's 
pretensions  to  office  in  the  least  enhanced  by  any 
part  he  might  have  acted  in  it.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. I  put  the  question  direct  to  my  honorable 
colleague,  whether  he  believes  that  the  Governor 
of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  or  the  democratic 
member  in  that  Council,  (and  he  is  a  personal 
friend  whom  I  much  esteem)  would,  under  any 
circumstance-:,  have  voted  for  appointing  me  to 
the  office  I  hold  ?  Sir,  I  trust  the  honorable  gen- 
itetnan  will  not  wish  an  affirmative  answer.  No, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  hold  not  this  seat,  or  my  office 
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n»eaueo^e  of  any  military  services  of  mine  ; 


^flT to  roe,  ills  incomprehensible  how  my  hon 

oraile  collea;fue  could  ever  have  supposed  it. 
trui,  iherefoje  '  " 
has?  nut,    froja 

^  » _u 


I 

that  the  lionorabie  genilemaii 
my  election  or  appointment  to 
o&\-\  been  rble  to  collect  any  evidence  to  sup- 
pori  ;hi5  ^reai;  proposition  that  this  war  is  popular 
in  I  le  StateW  iNew  York.  But.  says  my  hon- 
ora  'e  co!lea;,ue.  the  War  is  popular  in  the  Slate 
off  t-w  Yorlt  and  I  will  prove  it  by  the  appoinl- 
me;  I  of  Cohf-nel  Van  Rensselaer  to  the  office  of 
Ad<  ;tant  GeJ^eral. 

M  .  Chairtr^an.  I  will  next  then  proceed  to  speak 
of  \>  lis  favorite  of  my  heart,  Colonel  Solomon 
Vai   RensseMer;  a  name  dear.  I  believe,  to  every 


tention  of  the  Father  of  his  Country;  the  affec- 
tion was  reciprocal;  ''a  soldier's  love  is  to  a  soldier 
dear."'  The  sacred  name  of  Washington,  on  his 
commissions,  he  presses  to  his  bosom  as  the  darl- 
ing of  his  honor.  President  Adams  was  the  warm 
admirer  of  this  soldier;  your  Hamilton  was  his 
bosom  friend.  The  all  intuitive  mind  of  Gov- 
ernor Jay  read  his  merits,  and  appointed  him  Ad- 
jutant General  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In 
that  office  he  was  continued  with  the  administra- 
tion of  Governor  Lewis.  He  even  passed  theordeal 
of  the  administration  of  Clinton,  and  when  party 
rage  pressed  that  venerable  patriot  to  dismiss  from 
service  this  son  of  Federalism,  he  answered  with 
his  inflexible,  characteristic  firmness  :    ••  No  ;  he  is 


,      a     UKIIJV    U>.l.l,    •     UV......V,    .w^....j       I -.-    , .- 

solcler  in  thie  United  States,  and  respected,  I  ,a  capable  officer;  he  knows  his  duty  and  per- 
kno  f.  by  all  5vho  have  ever  met  him  in  battle.  ,  forms  it — I  regard  not  his  political  creed."  No, 
In 


!«•' 


disciplinarian,  the  pride  and  model  of  the  soldiery 
of  New  York,  was  reserved — I  am  mortified  to 
say  It — to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  that 
Slate.  Sir.  permit  me  to  say,  that,  neglected  and 
abused  as  he  has  been,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer 


.„  -.  eaking  (rf  this  soldier,  sir,  I  know  not  where  I  sir,  the  odious  act  of  ousting  from  office  the  perfect 
to  l^m,  or  \yhere  to  end,  even  should  I  confine 
inyi /if  to  hisf  merits,  10  his  sufferings,  or  to  his 
wrc  )gs — the/  are  all  great.    But  I  will  make  one 
gen  ral  observation,  !>uggested  to  my   mind   by 

the   reatmenl  which  tliis  man  and  others  of  great  , ._.......--. 

me'  t  have  r^-reived  from  the  Government.   That  |  l»as  this  day  mor«  military  friends  than  any  other 

cou!  try  which  rewards  her  faithful  servants,  will  I  man  in  the  United  Slates.   I  speak  with  confidence, 

nev^  :r,  in  the  days  of  calamity,  call   in  vain   to  ]  for  1  can  point  you  to  the  evidence  which  will  bear 

berl^ons  for'aid.  however  perilous  her  service  ;  i  me  out.    He  is  ihe  very  idol  of  the  soldiery  of  New 

but*o   the   (jlovernment  of  that  country  which  i  York ;  and  never,  sir,  shall  I  cease  to  respect  the 

wilynot  rev^'ard  the  services  of  her  friends,  in  j  expression  of  their  attachment,  when  they  volun- 

«on.^  shape,  f.o   matter  how.  custom  will  dictate  I  leered   to  carry  this   hero,  covered   with  wounds, 

tha^-destrucljon  is  nigh,  even  at  the  door.     I  say,  j  ibree  hundred  miles  upon   their   shoulders;  and 

sir, -^  know  n'.n  where  to  begin  or  end,  in  speak-  j  tliey  did  so  carry  him  as  far  as  he  would   permit 

ing  j  f  the  merits,  sulferings.  or  wrongs  of  Colo-  I  them      Nor  has  this  love   and   zeal   to  serve  per- 

neli''an   Reusselaer.     Sir,  this  man  was  born  a  i  vaded  your  ranks  only.     Your  late   Secretary  of 

soh^er;  coufposed  of  a  certain  combination  of}  War.  as  I  am   credibly  informed,  had  designated 

phjlical  and- moral  e.-sences  which  is    invincible.    Colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  for  Brigadier  General; 

Hi  Cipother  fsresented  him  as  the  pledge  of  her     his  pretensions.  I  understand,  were  warmly  urged 

affeMion  to  »  soldier  whom  she  loved.     The  in-     by   your  present  Commander-in-Chief.     The  la- 

fanj  H^as  datrdled  upon  the  wounded  knees  of  the    menled  Covington,  1  know,  last  Summer,   ten- 

herib-Ajf  Woi^oomsack.who  yet  lives,  languishing    dered  his  best  service  to  have  Colonel  Van  Rensse- 

wiJi  wound>..    The  tale  of  battles  was  charming    laer  restored  to  the  service.     On  his  first  arrival 

to  4>E  boy.  aM  at  the  age  of  twenty  you  behold     in  thib  city,  in  August  last.  General  Wilkinson 

hitia  gallai^t  caplam  of  cavalry;  the   favorite     told  me  that  the   service  would  require  a  corps 

pulil  ofthe  intrepid  Wayne.     In  the  last  charge  I  of  one  thousand  men,  well  mounted,  and  armed 

wl.Jch  terminated  the  ever  memorable  battle  near  |  with  muskets  and  sabres  ;  and  that  Colonel  Van 

thfiviiami,  the  young  hero  was  shot  through  the  j  Rensselaer  was  pre-eminently  qualified  to  cora- 

br^lt.     Frr.^n  his  own  lips  1  have  it,  that  he  was  j  mand  such  a  corps.     I  know  the  fact  slated  to 

de^rmineJ  \o  die  on  his  charger,  in  his  stirrups.  \  you  by  my  honorable  and  eloquent  colleague  on 

Wjtl*"  in  th'^s  situation,  a  distinguished  officer  of    my  righi  (.Mr.  Miller)  who  lias  ju^-t  addressed 

th«'«^rmy  wil  tell  you,  that  he  advanced  to  the  j  you   on    this   subject,    that    General    Wilkinson 

suif>osed  dyfng  soldier,  to  bid  him  a  last  adieu;  j  strongly  solicited  Colonel  Van  Ren>selaer  to  en- 

sp«*(h   was.  indeed   strangled   in   blood,  but   the  |  ter  his  family  as  his  first  aid.     And  I  believe,  as 

spiji^  of  the-^oldier  smiled  complacent  at  death  ;  I  the  same  honorable  gentleman  stated  to  you,  for 

he^iirvived,and  by  your  laws  he  was  entitled  to  }  1  have  before  heard  it  asserted  upon  high  author- 

reinir.eraiioii.     He    secured    his    vouchers,   that  i  ity,  that  General  Harrison,  when  the  other  day 

w^^ll.     D.>   you  st^e  his  name  on   your  pension  |  in  this  city,  urged  upon  the  President  ihe   high 

lis*?     No,  s>,  lie  disdains  it.     An  hour  before  he    and  just  pretensions  of  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer. 

letX  your   tr.-^ops  to  Ihe  heights  of  Queenstown.        Mr.  Chairman,  had  I  expected  this  discussion, 

he^tjanded  -Tne  a  trust,  saying,    "  Sir,  should    I  j  I  would  have  refreshed  my  memory  from  memo- 


faljln  this  «xtion.  break  that  seal  and  be  a  friend 
to "l^y  family."  Under  that  seal  was  evidence 
of  «^js  well-fjunded  claims  upon  his  country,  for 
blii|l  shed,  in  her  service.  That  claim,  sir.  is 
unsatisfied  -.0 


w 
T 


,^^ ..    the  father  of  a  growing   family, 

Sjse  circumstances  are   not  the  most   affluent. 
Iv  merits  of  this  voung  hero  attracted  the  at- 


randa  in  my  possession,  as  to  ihe  relative  pre- 
tensions, founded  on  rank,  of  my  friend  with  the 
officers  appointed  to  command  your  armies.  But 
I  must  speak  from  memory  only. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was 
a  major  of  cavalry  when  the  lamented  Pike  was 
a  lad   in  his  father's  military  family.     The  late 
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pallani  but  ill-fated  Covington  and  your  favorite 
Harrison  were,  at  the  same  time,  lieutenants. 
Yet,  sir.  aftt-r  the  promotion  of  all  these  officers, 
wedded  as  was  my  friend  to  his  sword,  and  dread- 
ing the  divorce  as  death  to  his  fondest  hope?,  he 
permitted  his  friends  to  make  it  known  to  the 
Administration,  that  he  would  accept  the  com- 
mand of  a  regiment!  But,  sir.  notwithstanding 
all  the  complaints  of  a  want  of  officers  of  expe- 
rience and  practical  knowledge,  my  friend,  ol  ex- 
perience and  practical  knowledge,  has  neither  re- 
ceived compensation  for  the  blood  he  has  so  often 
shed  for  his  country,  nor  a  standing  at  the  head 
of  even  a  battalion  in  your  army  !  And  why  ? 
That  question,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  honorable  col- 
league can  answer  as  well  as  any  man.  On  that 
subject,  I  believe  that  he  and  I  think  alike,  and 
that  our  opinion  does  not  differ  from  the  one  en- 
tertained by  all  political  parties  in  the  Slate  of 
New  York,  which  is  plainly  this— that  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  that  Stale,  and  three  or  four  too 
influential  minions  at  his  elbow,  cherish  an  eter- 
nal pique  against  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  and.  in 
all  parly  treaties,  never  cease  to  insert  an  article 
that  he  shall  stand  proscribed. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  sketch  of  the  his- 
tory, character,  sufferings,  and  wrongs  of  the  man 
whom  a  Federal  council  of  appointment  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  twelvemonths  ago,  appointed 
Adjutant  General  of  that  Slate  with  a  salary,  I 
believe,  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
And  now.  sir,  are  we  to  be  seriously  told,  on  this 
floor,  that  that  appointment  affords  evidence  that 
"  the  war  was  popular  in  the  State  of  New  York?" 
Surely  my  honorable  colleague  must  have  been 
hard,  hard-pressed  indeed  for  witnesses  to  prove 
his  grand  position,  belore  he  could  ever  had 
thought  of  summoning  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer 
to  attend  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  procedure  is  so  extravagant 
thai  I  can  hardly  realize  the  course  I  am  pursuing. 
But  let  It  be  remembered  as  my  apology,  that  I 
am  only  following  my  honorable  colleague  in  a 
very  unexpected  and  extraordinary  course  of 
debate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee  only  a  minute  more — I  have  yet  to 
meet  my  honorable  colleague  at  one  point;  and 
that  is,  to  show  that  the  expression  of  confidence 
and  respect  which  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York  have  made  to  Major  General  V'an  Rens- 
selaer, since  the  campaign  of  1812  and  the  battle 
of  Q,ueenstown.  is  not  competent  testimony  to 
support  his  proposition  that  tlie  war  is  popular  in 
the  State  of  ISew  York. 

Sir,  for  whom  were  those  strong,  for  strong  they 
were,  expressions  of  confidence  and  respect  made? 
Not  by  the  friends  of  the  war — possibly  I  ought 
to  qualify  this  assertion  a  little.  I  do  believe, 
that  upon  General  V^an  Rensselaer's  return  from 
the  Niagara  frontier  to  Albany,  he  was  hailed 
with  the  jnyful  acclamations  and  cordial  creetings 
of  all  parties.  But  the  conduct  of  one  party  upon 
a  subsequent  occasion,  has  been  fullv  explained 
by  my  faithful  colleague  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Gro8- 
vgNOH  had  gone  fully  iDto  the  subject  of  the  New 


York  election.  ]  Mr.  Chairman.  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer  had  liign  claims  to  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
before  the  war  of  1812.  and  the  battle  of  Q,ueens- 
lown. 

Sir,  on  this  subject,  I  need  say  very  little.  The 
character  and  pairioiiim,  rank  and  connexions  of 
this  most  honorable  gentleman,  are  too  well  known 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  United  States  and 
Europe,  to  need  roy  humble  eulogium.  New 
York  loves  and  respecis  him  as  a  citizen  of  first 
grade  ;  and  the  best  patriots  of  the  Union  every- 
where greet  him  as  their  equal  and  favorite  com- 
panion. His  private  worth  has  been  correctly 
and  eloquently  portrayed  by  my  honorable  col- 
leagues over  the  way  (.Mr.Fi8Kand.Mr.  Taylor.) 
But  having  yielded  this,  one  at  least  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, (Mr.  T.)  seemed  to  question  General 
Van  Rensselaer's  military  talents.  Sir,  on  the 
subject  of  General  Van  Rensselaer's  command, 
I  have  before  told  you.  that  1  had  prescribed  to 
myself  narrow  limits.  I  ought  not.  here,  to  over- 
leap ihem.  however  strong  the  inducement ;  nor 
shall  I  do  It  by  saying,  that  t«y  humble  opinion 
is,  that  General  Van  Rensselaer  is  a  vigilant  and 
able  commander,  patient  of  privations,  possessing 
a  sound  judgiuent.  great  circumspection,  and  I 
know  that  he  possesses  nerve  steadily  toned  to 
meet  any  emergency.  1  know,  sir.  that  whatever 
his  individual  opinions  might  have  been  as  to  the 
causes  or  expediency  of  the  war,  he  was  faithful 
to  his  command,  and  kept  his  eyes  steadfastly 
fixed  upon  the  interest  of  the  service  and  the 
honor  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  shall  not  transgress  my  pre- 
scribed limits  in  saying,  that,  should  you  revive 
the  campaign  of  1812,  you  will  find  abundant 
evidence  that  General  Van  Rensselaer  was  fre- 
quently driven  to  his  very  wits'  end  to  meet  sud- 
den and  unexpected  emergencies  brought  upon 
him  by  the  errors  of  those  over  whom  he  had  no 
control.  For  myself,  I  have  ever  thought  that 
the  resources  of  mind  which  he  displayed  upon 
such  occasions  afforded  very  high  evidence  of 
his  military  talents.  At  any  rate,  I  frequently 
witnessed  them  with  very  great  respect.  Sir. 
while  on  this  subject,  I  will  not  state  facts,  it 
would  be  improper,  but  I  may  suppose  cases,  and 
draw  concluMons.  Suppose,  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  your  commander  at  Buffalo,  on  the  llih  of 
August,  having  in  command  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred raw  troops,  should  have  received  informa- 
tion from  very  high  authority  that  General  Hull 
was  in  quiet  possession  of  Fort  Maiden,  and  that 
an  immediate  co-operation  with  him  from  Buffalo 
was  indispensable;  suppose  that  upon  such  oc- 
casion, one  of  the  warmest  zealots  lor  the  war — 
a  man  then  in  the  high  confidence  of  the  Admin- 
istration, and  holding  conspicuous  rank  in  the 
Army,  should  have  urged  the  crossing  of  Lake 
Erie,  and  a  march  of  two  hundred  miles  on  the 
Canada  shore,  to  form  a  junction  with  Hull; 
then  suppose,  sir,  if  you  please,  that  your  com- 
mander, relying  more  upon  conclusions  drawn 
by  his  own  judgment  than  upon  all  his  informa- 
lioD  and  advice,  should  declare  that  Hull  was 
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closAy  pressek ;  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  he 
coul  hold  ou{  two  weeks;  that  an  attempt  to  co- 
opeo  'te  with  'lira  would  be  inevitable  ruin  ;  that 
he  V  :)uld,  therefore,  nuke  the  best  posiible  dis- 
posi  on  of  hi^i  forces  upon  the  Niafrara  to  meet 
evpfi  i  which 'he  considered  inevitable. 

M  Chairn-an.  would  you  not  respect  the  cir- 
cum  j)ection  a(nd  cautious  conduct  of  such  a  com- 
roac  ler  ?  I  fepow,  sir,  that  you  would  ;  because, 
as  y  ti  know  *hat  General  Hull  surrendered  his 
arra^on  the  l^ih  of  August,  you  will  readily  pre- 
sume that  G.  neral  Van  Rensselaer  could  not 
TOor|f  than  have  crossed  the  outlet  of  the  Lake. 
subt^ed  Fort  Erie,  and  advanced  forty  or  fifty 
mil(^  upon  ii<e  Canada  shore,  before  he  must 
havu>'inet  the  gallant  and  victorious  Brock  in  his 
froD^  had  Gnieral  Sheafe,  from  Fort  George, 
bis  rear,  with  his  left  tiank  upon  the  Lake, 
ts  right  Dressed  by  the  Chippewa  Indians — 
ender  of»a  second  army  must  have  been  in- 
)le.  Suippose.  sir.  that  General  Hull,  with 
arioy, 


upo 

and 

a  !^u 

evit 

his 

mar 


bole  artoy,  should  have  taken  his  line  of 
1  into  captivity  in  plain  view,  and  within 
undred   yards  of  your  commander  and  his 


SIX 

iitil^l^rmy;  would  you  not  expect  a  serious  im- 
press An   to   lie  thereby  made  upon  the  minds  of 
raw  Voops  ?  •  Suppose  your  commander  should 
still'  kfcve  iheiaddress  to  keep  his  army  uf  militia 
to^e  in?r,aad  with  less  than  one  thousand  men  and 
elev   f)  piece?  of  ordnance,  none  heavier  than  six- 
pou  iers,  he  should  still  continue  to  preserve  a 
line  iif  thirty-five  miles,  fronting  an  enemy  of 
doui  ,c  his  nutnbers,  commanded  by  an  officer  of 
con>  immate  skill  and   valor,  and  well  supplied 
witi    heavy  iwdnance.     Would  you  not.  sir,  re- 
spec  '  the  adifress,   constancy,    and    firmness,   of 
youifcomraapider  ?     Supposing  your  commander 
and^iis  littit;  army  in  such  condition,  that  had 
the  \aliant   ^Krock    thrown    the   one-half  of  his 
ava^  ,vble  fore  across  the  Niagara,  at  Chippewa, 
and   ihe  oth»  r  half  from  the  Four  .Mile  Creek, 
upoi    the  ridgy  road,  what  but  the  most  desperate 
vale    could  hjive'^ecured  even  a  retreat  for  your 
troo  s?   Supposing  your  commander,  in  the  most 
pen    lUs  situation,  had  .Mill  presented  a  bold  front 
10  t  fi  enemy,  comnu-nced  various  works,  appa- 
reni  y  preparatory  foran  immediate  descent  upon 
Can  da,  would  you  not  consider  him  entitled  to 
soit^   'little  credit  for  military  skill?     Suppose 
fun,  ^T.  sir.  tl^al  your  Commander-in-Chief,  with 
thei  yll   knowledge   of  all  these  supposed  facts, 
sho^  Id  becon^>  alarmed  and  panic  struck;  should 
rect   iimend   rne  abandonment  of  Fort  Niagara, 
in  Jip  fear  ihat  it  would  become  a  trap  to  the 
jed  it,  and  the  falling  back  of 
the  iutemrl    Should  you,  sir, 
ima^liiie  sucl>  a  stale  of  things   as  this,  would 
yoi  r*)l  pay  ^me  respect  to  the  military  charac- 
ter jtj   your  commander,  should  you    hear  him 
excljm:  '"  Mjy  God,  what  is  our  country  coming 
'  toX  We  have  declared  war ;  one  army  has  sur- 
'  rej[i(ered  in  disgrace  at  Detroit,  and  have  been 
m  Tjched  before  our  eyes.     Here  we  have  taken 
mition  to  invade  Canada  ;  shall  I  now  give 
port   Niagara,   retreat,  and   throw  open   for 
t^ucnoa.%h»r  whol^  country  to  Genessee  riverl 

:  i  ■ 

»  : 


in  ,  ip  itar  vnai  ii 
me*who  galrrison* 
the^rmy  upon    tl 


'  No,  I  cannot ;  I  will  maintain  Lewistown  at  the 
'  price  of  my  life,  and  the  hazard  of  everything!" 
And.  last  of  all.  Mr.  Chairman,  suppo>e  your 
commander  to  have  been  promised  a  force  of 
seven  thousand  men  at  Detroit,  by  the  first  of 
October,  and  a  large  reinforcement  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  the  Grovernor  of  New  York, 
and  this,  too,  at  the  season  of  the  year  which 
must  terminate  military  operations,  and  then  find 
himself  deceived  and  deserted  on  every  side  ; 
would  you  not  rather  approve  of  your  command- 
er's making  such  movements  upon  the  enemy  as 
his  iorce  would  enable  him,  rather  than  to  bring 
the  campaign  to  a  negative  and  disgraceful  close, 
and  see  your  army  broken  up  in  confusion  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  facts  within  my  own  know- 
ledge warrant  me  to  consider  Major  General  Van 
Rensselaer,  since  the  campaign  of  1812,  m  a  sit- 
uation very  similar  to  that  of  his  father-ia-law, 
the  late  illustrious  General  Schuyler:  he  had 
most  faithfully  served  his  country,  but  clouds  of 
suspicion  and  jealousy  concealed  those  services 
until  they  were  brought  lo  light  by  the  faithful 
pen  of  your  Marshall.  Some  faithful  pen  will, 
hereafter,  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  your  com- 
mander of  1812.     I  rest  content. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  might  pursue  my  subject  to 
any  length;  but  I  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the 
Committee.  I  will  stop;  tendering  my  thanks 
for  the  very  honorable  attention  I  have  received 
while  making  these  remarks,  and  resisting  the 
opinions  of  my  honorable  colleague,  that  this  war 
is  popular  in  New  York. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  spoke  to  the  question 
before  the  House,  which  the  gentlemen  who  pre- 
ceded him  did  not  discuss,  and  expressed  himself 
m  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Winter,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  in  addition 
to  the  present  military  force,"  and  substitute 
therefor,  "as  part  of  the  present  military  force," 
dec. — Negatived,  59  to  48. 

Mr.  RiDGELY,  of  Delaware,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  convert  three 
of  the  regiments  of  infantry,  now  authorized  by 
law.  into  rifle  regiments,  instead  of  making  an 
addition  of  that  amount  to  the  army  we  now  have 
on  paper. 

Mr.  Tallmaoge.  of  Connecticut,  supported  this 
motion,  because,  though  decidedly  in  favor  of 
giving  the  Government  a  greater  proportion  of 
this  species  of  force,  he  was  opposed  to  increas- 
ing the  force  at  present  authorized  by  law.  esti- 
mated at  about  sixty  thousand  men,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  three  other  regiments. 

Mr.  PicKERi.NG,  of  .Massachusetts,  supported 
the  amendment.  He  could  not  see  the  use  in 
raising  additional  officers  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
cruiting, when,  by  a  law  recently  passed,  every 
man  in  the  nation  was  made  a  recruiting  officer, 
by  the  bounty  of  eight  dollars  oflfered  for  each 
recruit. 

Mr.  Desha  said,  it  was  not  his  intention,  in 
rising,  to  say  anything  about  the  causes  that  pro- 
duced the  war,  or  the  workings  of  political  parties. 
Two  days  had  been  already  spent,  and  uselessly 
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spent,  in  discussing  those  point!",  and  the  sub- 
ject-matter under  consideration  scarcely  touched. 
We  are  at  war.  Shall  we  take  steps  calculated 
for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  or  shall  we 
useles.sly  spend  our  lime  (which,  under  all  circum- 
stances, ought  to  be  deemed  precious)  in  detail- 
ing the  progress  and  workings  of  political  parlies, 
until  the  season  so  far  advances  that  time  will 
not  admit  of  raising  a  formidable  force,  in  order 
ihal  we  may  calculate  that  something  of  a  decis- 
ive character  may  be  done  the  ensuing  campaign  ? 

The  question  before  the  House  is,  will  we  grant 
three  additional  regiments  of  riflemen,  agreeably 
to  the  demand  of  the  Executive,  through  the 
legitimate  organ  ?  For  one.  he  said,  he  would 
grant  them.  The  Executive  has  demanded  them : 
he  has  the  Constitutional  power  of  conducting 
the  war.  and  is  responsible  to  the  people  for  its 
management.  He  was  disposed  to  grant  every- 
thing, in  reason,  that  may  bethought  necessary 
for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  in  order  that 
it  might  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  honorable 
termination.  Are  rifle  regiments,  to  a  certain 
extent,  preferable  to  musketry,  or  are  ihey  not? 
He  thought  they  were.  The  riflemen  now  stand 
in  our  army  as  one  to  fifty.  Was  this,  consid- 
ering the  nature  of  the  war  which  we  are  engaged 
in,  sufficient?  Unquestionably  not.  Gentlemen 
know  that  the  British  depend  much  on  their  In- 
dian allies.  They  have  not,  nor  will  they  engage 
in  battle  without  their  aid.  And  all  gentlemen 
who  are  in  the  smallest  degree  acquainted  with 
Indian  warfare,  must  know  that  they  never  will 
engage  in  open  field  fight ;  that  they  will  be  under 
cover  of  woods  ;  that  their  object,  in  all  instances, 
is  to  operate  on  the  flanks  of  your  army;  that 
they  arc  bold  and  daring  when  opposed  by  mus- 
ketry, compared  to  what  they  are  when  oppo>=ed 
by  riflemen.  They  disregard  your  bayonets.  You 
may,  by  charging  on  ihem,  dislodge  them  from 
their  lurking  places,  from  whence  they  annoy 
you;  but,  when  you  quit  the  pursuit,  they  will 
pursue  in  turn, and  then  a  considerable  slaughter  is 
almost  the  inevitable  consequence,  as,  in  almost 
all  instances  where  the  rifle  is  well  aimed,  every 
shot  counts.  No,  sir,  if  you  expect  to  succeed 
against  the  Indians,  you  must  fight  them  in  iheir 
own  way — oppose  rifle  to  rifle. 

Gentlemen  must  be  well  aware  that  Canada, 
where  our  arms  must  operate,  is  principally  a 
woodland  country— a  country  abounding  with 
woods  and  marshes — where  horse  cannot  operate 
to  any  advantage,  if  you  had  cavalry  of  any  con- 
sequence, which  is  not  the  fact.  You  have  not 
one  complete  regiment  of  cavalry.  It  is  true,  you 
have  two  regiments,  nominally,  but  both  would 
not  make  one  complete  regiment.  Ind'^ed,  a  con- 
solidation is  recommended,  which  in  all  proba- 
bility will  take  place.  And  would  gentlemen 
ihinK  of  sending  an  army  into  Canada,  without 
either  cavalry  or  riflemen  lo  secure  their  flanks? 
If  they  would,  it  would  be  a  proof  of  the  waul 
of  military  skill— indeed,  I  should  pronounce  it 
madness  in  the  extreme.  He  said,  taking  into 
consideration  the  nature  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
situation  of  the  country  your  arras  have  lo  oper- 
13tli  Con.  2d  Stss.— 38 


ate  in,  he  considered  riflemen  ofmore  consequence 
than  horse.  Cavalry  is  a  very  expensive  corps, 
independent  of  the  difficulty  of  keeping  them  up 
in  that  quarter,  which  was  very  great.  The  ex- 
pense of  rille  corps  is  very  little  more  than  that 
of  infantry:  the  only  diflFerence  is.  ihe  cost  be- 
tween a  rifle  and  a  musket  and  bayonet,  which  is 
quite  inconsiderable.  He  said,  in  his  opinion,  we 
ought  to  have  at  least  five  or  six  regiments  of 
riflemen  ;  and  he  intended,  if  these  additional 
regiments  were  granted,  to  introduce  an  amend- 
ment directing  that  two  or  three  of  the  regiments 
of  infantry  authorized  by  law  should  be  converted 
into  rifle  regiments.  He  said  he  was  afraid  that 
the  recent  proposition  made  by  Britain  for  an  ad- 
justment of  differences  was  not  made  in  the  spirit 
of  sincerity,  but  with  a  view  to  amuse,  with  an 
expectation  that  it  would  produce  relaxation  on 
the  part  of  our  Government ;  and  if  this  bill  should 
not  pass,  he  should  conclude  that  his  anticipa- 
lions  were  about  lo  be  realized — thai  a  symptom 
of  relaxation  had  manifested  itself  already.  He 
said  that  preparation  for  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war  was  everything,  both  as  respected  ob- 
taining peace,  as  well  as  a  speedy  and  successful 
termination  of  the  war.  He  trusted  that  we  would 
not  take  up  weeks  in  debating  the  aflfairs  of  the 
nation,  as  gentlemen  called  it — in  detailing  the 
causes  that  produced  the  war;  whether  it  was  a 
just  or  unjust  war;  and  pointing  out  the  progress 
and  weakness  of  political  parlies — but  that  we 
should  pass  the  bill  immediately.  If  gentlemen 
wish  lo  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a  display 
of  iheir  oratorical  powers,  let  them  select  some 
subject  belter  adapted — which  gave  greater  lati- 
tude— one  on  which  they  might  occasionally,  if 
it  should  be  accidentally,  touch  the  subject-matter 
under  debate.  Gentlemen  ought  to  recollect,  that 
the  Opposition  has  no  responsibility.  The  ma- 
jority have  the  whole  responsibility  on  their  shoul- 
ders; consequently,  ought  to  act  promptly,  and 
not  suff^er  ourselves  to  be  defeated  by  delay. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  .Mr.RiDOELY  was 
negatived,  54  to  37;  and  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill ;  and  the  House  took  up  the 
report. 

Mr.  RiDGELY.  of  Delaware,  renewed  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  moved  in  Committee,  spoke 
in  support  of  it.  and  required  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon. 

At  this  late  hour,  it  appearing  that  there  was 
not  a  quorum  present,  the  House  adjourned. 


Fhiday,  January  28. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  presented  to  the 
House  an  attested  copy  of  au  act  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  entitled 
''An  act  lor  the  more  equal  and  equitable  appor- 
tionment of  the  direct  tax  laid  upon  the  Stale  of 
Tennessee  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales,  at  the  last  session,  amongst  the  counties 
of  this  Stale;"  which  was  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Ei'PES  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph W.  Page  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
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war.     I  must  confess  tnyself,  Mr.  Speaker, 
partial   to  this  organization.     Such  corps,  con- 
taining all  the  component  parts  of  an  army,  may 
be   more  promptly  augmented  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  reinforcements  to  any  arm,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commanding  General,  may  require 
additional  strength,  than  any  other  arrangement. 
And  if  ever  the  sad  alternative  is  to  be  resorted 
to.  of  a  national  conscription — which  has   been 
alluded  to  by  an   honorable   gentleman  on   this 
floor,  and  soils  the  columns  of  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer of  this  day— by  interspersing  judiciously 
the  conscripts  presented  with  the  regularly  disci- 
plined regiments  of  the  line,  they  will  soon  be- 
come regular  soldiers,  under  the  protection  of  the 
beneficial  influence  of  your  correctly  formed  bat- 
talions, and  thus  to  be  promptly  competent  to 
render  to  their  countrf  the  most  stern   and  effi- 
cient military  service.     But.  for  my  countrymen, 
I  solemnly  hope  we  shall  never  be  required    to 
'jfieHous^'  resumed  the  bill  yesterday  under    submit  to  such  a  degradation,  contrary   to  the 
COP  jjderatiot^.   to  raise  three  regiments  of  rifle- [  principles  of  our  inestimable  Constitution,  and 
mei'i  the  amendment  moved   by   Mr.  Ridgely    insulting  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  free-born 
uni  ■«■  consid^'ration,  viz  :  to  authorize  the  conver-  |  sons  of  Columbia. 

lie  i  of  three-regiments  of  infantry  into  riflemen.  I  But.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  contemplating  the  ex- 
l  Ir.  W.  V-  Smith,  of  New  York. — I  cannot  \  pansion  of  this  subject,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused 
bujexpress  ipy  astonishment,  Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  j  m  expressing  my  apprehension,  that  ray  country 
prt*)psition  liow  before  the  House,  and  the  appar- j  cannot  sustain  the  enormous  burden  proposed 
en\  fmbarr^sment  of  the  honorable  Committee  to  be  imposed  on  it.  For  myself,  believing  the 
of  ililitary  .^fl'airs,  most  clearly  originating  from  j  extension  of  the  proposed  military  establishment 
the  Want  of  fpecific  details  from  the  Secretary  of '  not  primarily  essential  to  the  honor  and  dignity 
W  ii'.  Had^that  gentleman,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  of  my  country,  or  necessary  to  the  preservation 
ihi  laising  (^sixty-three  thousand  men  was  au-  of  its  liberties  and  independence.  I  must  be  par- 
ihf  rized  by  hiw,  well  digested  the  just  component  i  doned  in  withholding  ray  sanction  from  the  pend- 
pa  ii  of  an  i».rmy,  and  directed  the  minds  of  the  1  jng  bill.  If  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War 
he  (Jrable  Committ«re  of  .Military  Affairs  to  the  \  nieans  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  his  predecessor,  the 
CO  feet  organization  of  such  proportions  of  in-  '  burden  may  be  lessened.  He,  when  authorized  to 
fai  iry,  ritle  t)attaIioiis.  light  dragoons,  park  and  '  raise  an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  men,  rais- 
hci^se  artillery,  as  arc  appropriate,  the  honorable    ed  his  Major  General  first,  and,  counting  down  to 


Itr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
ofT^lurabia.  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  charter 
of  Jfie  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria;  which  was  i 
rgji  jtwice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
V^jqle  on  Fjriday  next. 

f,  Plea!^a.\ts,  from  the  Select  Committee, 
re[T,<ted  a  biil  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
of^  theiUniled  Slates,  and  for  the  distribu- 
jhereof;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
jo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 

^1}  raotioir  of  Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  the 

^^ranting  further   time   to  the   purchasers  of 

i\]c  land  80  make  payment  for  the  same,  was 

payid  throuijh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 

watprdered  Uo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ADl|>ITIONAL  RIFLE  CORPS, 
e  Housi;  resumed   the  bill  yesterday  under 


I 


cojiimitlee  vfould  have  been  freed  from  embar- 
raisment ;  bjit,  in  the  present  stage  of  his  military 
ar  angemen(fs,  it  is  found,  that  after  the  House 
h>  ve  been  ecticed  to  vote  the  sixty-three  thousand, 


the  extremity  of  his  rank  and  file,  produced  the 
extraordinary  twenty-five  thousand  and  one  men. 
Thus  he  pointedly  marked  the  honorable  Major 
General   Henry  Dearborn   as  an   odd   man — and 


of  the  Administration,  behold  three  additional 
ri;  J  regimeiits  are  demanded,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  rat«n,  officers  included;  and  I  now  find 


ot  finally  slated  as  competent  not  to  the  exigen-  '  odd  man  he  always  will  remain  ;  and  unless  my 

cii  s  of  the  tiation,  but  simply  within  the  wishes    guess  fails  me,  be  protected  by  the  Administra- 

.».-    «  1 : !   _     L_i._ij    .1 _.i.i;.:  —  1     ijon.  however  a  few  months  past  it   might  have 

appeared  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  or  the  flattering  expectations  of  the  hon- 
la|l  on  my  liible  a  proposition  to  add  to  this  im-  i  orable  Major  General  Lewis.     I  have  often,  Mr. 
mlnse  massien  other  companies,  under  the  inter-    Speaker,  heard  of  a  man   amongst  a  thousand  ; 
iBg  title  (if  S'-a  fencibles.  '  but  it  was  reserved  for  Dr.  William  Eustis,  late 

j£  the  honorable  Secretary  had  have  had  time.    Secretary   of  War,  to  designate   his  friend    Dr. 
[aching  hJmself  from  the  immense  pressure  oft  Henry  Dearborn  as  one  among  twenty-five  ihou- 
lic  business,  and  the  necessity  he  finds  him-    sand. 


if  under  lO  look  forward  into  the  womb  of  fu- 
iity  to  guard  our  country  from  further  threat- 
'.■d  military  disasters,  and  perhaps  political  mis- 
Jlunes,  clijsely  to  have  contemplated  the  neces- 
sity of  regu'isrly  organizing  the  Army,  perhaps  he 
nyght  haves  been  persuaded  that  the  Army  being 
firaed  inti)  legionary  corps  would  be  best  calcu- 
iCt.'d  to  anjswer  the  military  exigencies  of  our 
c  ijntry  ;  fijr,  whether  operating  on  the  margin 


or,  V 

lOtic 


\he  Allahtic  for  defensive  purposes,  or  on  the 
^jthern  frontier  for  offensive  operations,  they 
ight  have:  been  found  best  adapted  to  the  objects 


But.  Mr.  Speaker,  your  present  Secretary  of 
War,  being  an  officer  of  acknowledged  superior 
talents  and  calculating  abilities,  will  consider  the 
law  authorizing  the  raising  of  sixty-six  thousand 
men,  as  that  number  of  combatants,  properly 
armed  and  accoutred  for  efficient  field  service; 
he  will  therefore  properly  officer  his  force,  and 
agreeably  to  his  former  statement,  that  four  thou- 
sand men  is  the  appropriate  command  of  a  major 
general.  It  will  appear  from  his  communica- 
tions, that  he  has  a  surplus  of  two  thousand  not 
calculated  to  be  embraced  within  his  military 
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views  ;  for  his  sixty-six  thousand  men,  independ- 
ent of  the  important  appointment  of  a  lieutenant 
general,  with  his  necessary  paraphernalia,  will 
receive  sixteen  major  generals,  thirty-two  briga- 
dier generals,  sixty-four  colonels,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  lieutenant  colonels,  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  majors,  nine  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-four captains,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four 
first  lieutenants,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  j 
second  lieutenants,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four 
third  lieutenants,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four 
ensigns,  sixty-four  surgeons,  two  hundred  and 
forty-six  surgeon's  mates,  thirty-two  brigade  chap- 
lains—  God  save  the  people/ — one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  drum  and  fife  majors,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  sixty-eight  drummers  and 
fifers,  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty 
sergeants,  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-two  corporals — for  corporals  are  not  now. 
as  in  former  service,  to  be  considered  in  the  rank 
and  file — ami  sixty-six  thousand  rank  and  file; 
making  the  handsome  aggregate  of  eighty-six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

Mr.  Speaker:  Further  to  eludicate  the  im- 
mensity of  expense  contemplated,  if  the  expense 
has  ever  before  been  calculated,  and  thus,  at  one 
view,  to  unfold  to  ray  constituents  and  to  the  na- 
tion at  large  the  reason  of  my  declining  to  vote 
for  these  measures,  I  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  this  honorable  House  the  calculation  of  the  re- 
quisite means,  predicated  upon  the  ground  that 
the  war  shall  be  only  of  nine  months'  duration. 
or  perhaps  a  shorter  space  of  time.  As  your  ser- 
geant majors,  your  drum  and  fife  majors,  and 
inferior  grades,  are  subjects  of  enlistment  at  the 


the  majority  of  this  House;  my  individual  pa- 
triotism, I  flatter  myself,  never  has  been,  nor  at 
present  can  be  doubted. 

My  family  presents  four  brothers,  two  of  whom, 
with  myself,  bore  arms,  and  were  honored  with 
distinguished  commands  through  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  from  its  commencement  to  its  con- 
clusion ;  and  the  fourth  bore  the  commission  of 
a  first  lieutenant  in  the  army  disbanded  by  Mr. 
Jefl"erson,  where  he  had  the  honor  to  command 
the  Union  Brigade.  But  I  will  refrain  at  present 
from  further  observations,  reserving  to  rayself  the 
right,  at  no  distant  day,  of  submitting  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  honorable  House  two  resolves, 
connected  with  some  remarks,  preceding  the 
passage  of  the  proposed  bill,  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Lieutenant  General,  and  shall  then 
consider  myself  doubly  complimented  should  I 
enjoy  the  very  flattering  attention  from  this  hon- 
orable House,  which  I  have,  on  this  occasion, 
been  so  particularly  honored  with. 

Considerable  further  debate  took  place  on  the 
amendment,  in  the  course  of  which  Messrs.  Far- 
row,  of  South  Carolina,  Burwell,  of  Virginia. 
CuLPEPER,  of  North  Carolina,  Tallmadge.  of 
Connecticut,  supported,  and  Mr.  Taylor  of  New 
York  opposed  it. 

In  the  course  of  this  discussion  Mr.  Tall- 
MAOGE  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  it;  which  motion  was  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Ridgely's  araendraent  having  been  so 
modified,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Desha,  as  to  au- 
thorize the  conversion  of  five  instead  of  three 
regiments  into  riflemen,  the  question  thereon  was 


bountyofonehundredandtwenty-fourdollarsper    laken  by  yeas  and  nays.— For  the  amendment 


m&a,  your  first  advance  of  money  must  necessa 
rily  be  S10.042.512.  The  allowance  to  your  re- 
cruiting officers,  or  other  persons,  who  may  pre- 
sent an  able-bodied  man,  $971,826.  Your  bounty 
in  land  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  at 
two  dollars  per  acre,  is  .$25,910,160;  clothing 
and  accoutrements,  at  seventy  dollars  per  man, 
S5.G60,I60;  pay  for  officers  and  soldiers,  for  nine 
months,  at  the  moderate  average  of  fifteen  dol- 
lars per  man.  is  $11,705,040;  subsistence  and  for 


97,  against  it  55,  as  follows: 

Y«A8 — Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Bard,  Bamett, 
Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chap- 
pcll,  Cilley,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Cul- 
peper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Dewey,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,   Hawes,  Hopkins 


age,  including  expense  oftransportation,S10,000,- I  of  New  York  Howell,  Hufly,  Hungerford,  Ingham. 
000;  tentsandcampequipage,$5,000.000-raak-J»ckson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  >ew  \ork    Kent 

ing  a  grand  total,  and  a  gVand   total  it  may  well  i  »[  Maryland,  Kerr    King  of  Massachusetls,  King  of 
.    6     .»  .      L- . ^  North  Carolina.  Lefferte,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Ma- 

con, Markell,  McLean,  Moffit,  Moore,  Moseley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Richardson,  Ridgely, 
Ringgold,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Schureman,  Seybert, 
Sheffey,   Shipherd,    Smith  of  New   York,   Stanford, 


becalled,  of  869,304,693 

But  it  appears,  .Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  War  Department  for  fifteen  thousand 
men,  the  last  campaign,  exceeded  twenty  mil- 
lions,  besides    what    yet    remains   to    be    P*'d.  _^_^^^^ _ _ ^ 

By  the  same  ratio,  eighty-six  thousand  men,  for  j  stocTton,  SturgeJ,' TaggartrTaHmadge,  Thompson,' 


the  same  space  of  time,  will  exceed  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  millions;  so  that  the  statement  1 
have  made,  especially  considering  the  enormous 
increase  of  bounty,  is  about  one-half  of  the  pro- 
bable cost  to  be  Incured. 

My  objections,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  give  the  sanc- 
tion of  my  vote  to  this  tremendous  accumulation 
of  debt  upon  my  constituents,  and  my  country 
at  large,  cannot  certainly  be  attributed  to  me  as 
springing  from  the  want  of  that  glow  of  patriot- 
ism, which  at  times  so  interestingly  animates 


Vose,  Ward  ot  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter, 
Wood,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  Butler, 
Caldwell.  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Creigh- 
ton.  Crouch,  Denoyeiles,  Desha,  Earle,  Evans,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  N'ew  York,  Forney,  Gholson,  Griffin, 
Grundy,  Hams,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Irwin,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kershaw , 
Kilbourn.  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  Montgome- 
ry, Nelson,  Newton,  Orrasby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
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Pt44*°^-  ^^'*  °^  Tennetaec,  Rich,  Roane,  8e»ier, 
Sljilier,  8njr,h  of  Perinsylvania,  Tannchill,  Taylor, 
Tr^JP,  Udree,  Williams,  and  VVUson  of  Pennsylvania, 
'fj-.  KrNG,  -if  Massachusetts,  then  spoke  at  large 
in  |t«ly  to  s<ime  animadversions,  principally  by 
MjjBhea.  (j'f  Tennessee,  on  a  former  speech; 
an-f  Mr.  Rhpja  replied.  The  Speaker  checked 
thil^ebate  fc-T  its  personal,  desultory,  and  inap- 
pliiible  character. 

*\t\  motion'  of  Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  the  bill 
waFfurther  ajnended,  so  as  to  leave  it  discreiion- 
aryjjfiih  the  Executive,  as  he  may  deem  it  ex- 
peqfeat,  to  m^ke  use  of  the  authority  vested  by 
thi^bill  or  n  )t ;  and,  having  been  thus  amended. 
the'^Dill  was  yrdered  to  a  third  reading  without 
opi^i^itioa  ;  i^nd  was  subsequently  read  a  third 
timf  bod  passed. 

jfE.NDMLNT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

C*i  moiiorO  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
HGj|:ie  resoUed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Wf^jje,  and  look  up  Mr.  Jackson's  rootioo  to 
am.^bU  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  vest  in  Congress 
the4[|ower  ir.  lay  a  duty  on  Exports,  to  make 
Ro*l^  and  (.  anals,  and  to  establish  a  National 
Bai  iC  &,c.      , 

.N  r',  Jacksoh, of  Virginia, addressed  the  Chair  as 
foil  iws:         j 

^  r,  Chairnjan :  Amongst  the  jarrings  and  ex- 
cite i)«ntsof  pirty  spirit,  ii  issomewhatconsoiotary 
iha  we  can  •^Kcasionaily  discuss  a  subject  which 
car.  lot  justly'  involve  them,  and  which  enables 
us  if)  examine  it  upon  a  broad  scale;  where  the 
objl:^s  of  all  are  to  decide  as  the  public  good 
stia'  !  fequire-+-a  decision  which,  outliving  the  pre- 
set distinctions  of  party,  is  made  upon  grounds 
ap;;  icable  t(|>  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
G(.  t»rninent«;  which  promise  to  exist  when  pres- 
env  jVUrties  a>d  present  feelings  shall  only  be  re- 
mejibered  b^  the  historian  wtio  may  come  after 
us,  jfliid  writj;  for  succeeding  generations.  The 
qui^^ioos  bel>jre  ihecuniinitleeare  unquestionably 
of  C]^l  charijcter,  and  I  shall  regret  to  find  any 
hoi'irable  geiuleman  disposed  to  discuss  them,  or 
deiXde  on  itijem,  wiiti  a  view  to  party  feelings,  or 
U>c«fe  cousidt^ratiuns,  which  necessarily  compel  us 
al«iys  to  tai<e  a  contracted  view  of  great  subjects, 
aurlfome  toia  conclusion  incompatible  with  rea- 
901/ 4Q^  soui^d  policy. 

Whilst  I  rfverence  the  Constitution,  and  regard 
rti^jthe  sutjlimesi  effort  of  inau  lo  preserve  his 
tig  Ills,  and  aUmit  that  amendments  should  have 
X^K  '^anctioii*;  of  reason  and  propriety  in  their 
fav  )\;  yet,  %'hen  these  require  them,  they  siiould 
be  liiade  w^Jh  promptitude  and  alacrity.  The 
cai  5^  of  priliiibiting  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on 
ex  Urts,  by  t^e  Consliiuiion,  is  not  to  be  collected 
frti  Q|  any  ci'uiemporary  proceedings,  mat  1  have 
»e*  i;  The  ij^ntings  and  speeches  ol  that  period 
arljilent  u|jjn  the>ubjeci;  and  it  is  only  lo  be 
fo!  )*!  10  lb«  willingness  to  increase  the  general 
ap  ,nehensio  ■  that  the  new  form  would  lend  to 
au  iifhilale  t  ^e  State  sovereignties,  and  consoli- 
d^  ^  all  inlj)  one  Government.  Jealousies  the 
m,  sf  unrea»?)nable  were  eniertained  and  excited  ; 
ai;  1^  iQ  uuia^fiiog  the  sanction  of  the  Slates  to  this 
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invaluable   charter,  prejudices,   partialities,    and 
fears,  were  to  be  consulted. 

It  was  the  policy  of  that  period,  and  a  wise  one 
too,  to  grant  no  more  than  was  essential  to  set  the 
machinery  of  Government  in  motion,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  enlarging  the  grant  by  incorporating  a 
power  of  amendment,  to  be  used  as  experience 
and  propriety  might  require. 

And  this  brings  me  to  the  mam  question  : — Is  it 
wise  to  authorize  the  imposition  of  a  tax  oq  im- 
ports ? 

In  deciding  this  question,  I  assume  it  as  a  funda- 
mental principle,  that  the  various  portions  of  the 
community  should  pay,  in  the  compound  ratio  of 
wealth  and  numbers,  an  equal  proportion  of  the 
money  collected  for  the  benefit  of  all.  And  this 
will  be  promoted  by  taxing  exports,  if  the  duties 
fall  on  the  grower  of  the  produce,  or  manufac- 
turer of  the  article  exported  ;  and  in  that  event  is 
not  liable  to  objection,  unless  in  its  operation  the 
tax  is  exclu>ively  paid  by  him — is  beyond  his  just 
quota,  and  therefore  is  oppressive. 

I  contend  that  all  indirect  taxes,  such  as  im- 
posts, exci>es,  export  duiies,  dec,  fall  exclusively 
upon  the  consumer,  the  duty  being  added  to  the 
price  by  the  dealer  in  the  article.  In  relation  lo 
the  impost,  we  know  the  fact  lo  be  as  I  have  sta- 
led. The  merchant  collects  it  from  the  consumer, 
and  pays  it  to  the  collector;  and  collects  it  too 
with  accumulated  profit  lo  himself — for  he  al- 
ways charges  these  impositions  as  part  ol  the  price 
given,  and  adds  his  per  ceniage  upon  the  aggre- 
gate sum. 

In  England,  notwithstanding  manufactures  are 
a  mam  branch  of  national  wealth  and  industry, 
and  are  fortified  by  all  the  legislative  sanctions 
and  encouragements  thai  can  be  bestowed,  an 
export  duty  is  laid  upon  all  ihe  products  and 
manufactures  of  the  nation  ;  and  it  has  not  been 
found  prejudicial  lo  those  interests,  because  of  the 
inevitable  consequence  which  I  have  staled. 

In  a  political  and  commercial  view,  the  pos- 
sei'sion  of  this  power  is  indispensable  to  place  our 
Government  on  terms  of  equality  with  other  na- 
tions. I  take  it  lo  be  a  correct  position,  that  no 
nation  is  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  the  manu- 
factures or  products  of  another,  unle-s  at  prices 
less  than  they  can  be  raised  or  fabricated  by  such 
purcliasers.  The  commercial  intercourse  depends 
indeed  as  well  upon  the  purchase  of  such  articles 
as  of  others,  which  cannot  be  raised  or  procured 
on  equally  favorable  terms  in  any  other  quarter. 
Comnierciil  treaties  are  made  solely  with  a  view 
to  giving  facilities  to  this  interchange  ;  and  whilst 
a  nation  with  whom  we  may  treat  concerning  it 
possesses  the  power  to  subject  such  of  the  neces- 
saries or  luxuries  of  life  which  we  may  be  in- 
duced to  purchase,  can  impose  a  burden  upon 
them,  which  we  cannot  in  like  manner  impose 
on  such  as  we  barter  in  exchange,  it  is  obvious 
that  we  are  deprived  of  llie  use  of  an  instrument 
of  all  others  the  best  adapted  to  produce  a  perfect 
reciprocity.  Our  commerce  loo  may  be  fostered 
by  discriminating  export  duties,  which  are  au- 
itrorized  by  the  laws  of  all  oiher  commercial 
nations. 
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It  may  be  urged  that  a  lax  on  exports,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil,  will  fall  exclusively  upon  the  ag- 
riculturist, and  should  never  be  imposed,  or  the 
power  to  lay  it  given  ;  and  indeed  this  is  the  only 
argument  that  I  can  anticipate  in  opposition  to 
the  measure. 

To  this  objection  I  offer  two  answers — 

1st.  In  a  great  territory  like  ours,  from  the  na- 
ture of  things,  the  agricultural  interest  will  at  all 
times  predominate ;  it  will  occupy  the  front  rank 
in  pre-eminence;  commerce  and  manufactures 
will  contend  for  priority  in  the  second  grade,  but 
neither  will  ever  usurp  the  place  of  the  former; 
and  it  may  be  safely  left  with  the  representatives 
of  the  people  lo  guard  the  products  of  the  soil 
against  impositions  tending  to  depress  their  value. 

But,  secondly,  the  idea  I  have  advanced,  which 
does  not  require  elucidation,  that  the  tax  is  paid 
by  the  consumer,  is  a  complete  answer. 

Nor  do  I  believe  it  will  diminish  the  consump- 
tion of  exports.  They,  as  already  urged,  are  not 
received  of  choice,  but  from  necessity,  and  are 
even  prohibited  by  others  when  they  only  hope 
to  be  able  to  live  without  them.  Witness  the 
British  regulations  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the 
proclamations  occasionally  admitting  into  their 
ports  ihe  necessaries  of  life. 

I  have,  however,  another  view  to  present,  which 
may  be  urged  with  confidence  of  approval,  al- 
though itcontainsan  admission  that  the  tax  may 
fall  on  the  grower  of  the  article.  The  proposi- 
tion to  tax  exports  is  connected  with  one  to  open 
roads  and  canals  in  our  country.  I  wish  lo  apply 
the  tax  to  these  great  objects;  their  utility  is  ad- 
mitted by  all — their  importance  is  denied  by  none. 

Imagine,  sir,  this  vast  world  of  ours,  compre- 
hending the  climates  of  all  the  world,  connected 
by  inland  navigation  and  turnpike  roads  in  all  its 
parts  ;  the  products  of  the  South  and  West  in- 
terchanged for  those  of  the  North  and  East, 
through  the  whole  interior  of  our  country,  at 
prices  less  than  the  present  charge  of  transporta- 
tion between  those  places.  New  cities,  towns,  and 
villages,  springing  up  as  if  by  magic,  in  regions 
where  the  voice  of  civilization  has  scarcely  been 
heard  ;  see  the  whole  interior  smiling  under  the 
influence  of  a  system  which  dispenses  almost 
equal  value  lo  the  labor  of  man  wheresoever  em- 
ployed, and  all  the  conveniences  of  life  in  every 
quarter. 

The  political  effect  of  such  improvements  pre- 
sents a  prospect,  too,  equally  flattering.  The  va- 
rious great  divisions  of  our  country  will  be  con- 
solidated in  interest  and  in  feeling;  geographical 
distinctions  will  be  broken  down  and  lorgolten. 
By  mixing  together,  we  shall  lose  those  prejudices 
which  names  alone  have  excited;  we  will  form 
early  attachments  and  connexions,  and  become 
in  fact,  as  in  name,  one  family  and  one  people. 

What  then  so  fit  to  defray  the  expenses  of  giv- 
ing these  advantages  to  the  great  landed  interest 
as  a  tax  upon  the  exports  of  its  products?  Let 
commerce  support  its  Navy,  and  let  agriculture 
defray  ihe  expense  of  opening  roads  and  canals. 
I  could  dilate  much  upon  this  fruitful  theme,  for 
I  have   long  contemplated   it,  as  well  wiih   the 


cold  calculations  of  the  arithmetician,  as  in  the 
enthusiasm  of  vearmer  feelings,  and  the  result  is, 
a  thorough  conviction  on  my  mind,  that  no  sub- 
ject within  the  scope  of  legislation  is  so  well 
worthy  of  universal  support.  I  could  first  show 
the  points,  and  places,  and  facilities  of  connect- 
ing various  sections  and  districts,  by  roads  and 
canals,  and  then  detail  the  advantages  which  they 
afford  over  communications  by  bad  roads  and  ob- 
structed water  courses;  but,  sir,  all  know  these, 
and  if  we  seek  for  distinguished  examples  we 
need  not  go  far  to  find  them. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  a  National  Bank, 
the  public  mind  is  equally  enlightened,  and  it  is 
now  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  fiscal  opera- 
lions  of  the  Government  cannot  be  carried  oa 
without  the  aid  of  banks;  and  if  so,  common 
prudence  points  to  the  propriety  of  having  the 
benefit  afforded  by  one  extensive  institution,  in- 
stead of  a  dependence  upon  many.  Sir,  it  is  well 
known  that  |iie  military  operations  of  the  nation 
have,  in  some  instances,  been  embarrassed  for  ihe 
want  of  such  an  institution,  and  that  expenses 
have  been  incurred  which  would  have  been 
avoided  if  we  had  a  bank  upon  the  plan  of  the 
late  Bank  of  ihe  United  States.  In  some  quar- 
ters, the  agents  of  Government  could  not  sell 
bills  without  a  discount,  although  the  course  of 
trade  was  usually  at  least  one  per  cent,  against 
those  places,  and  in  some  instances,  they  were 
comp>elled  lo  send  wagons  loaded  with  silver  un- 
der a  military  escort.  A  National  Bank,  having 
the  deposites  of  the  national  treasure,  could  afford 
to  lend  money  on  any  emergency  at  six  per  cent., 
as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  oi'ten  did  ;  or  it 
might  be  a  condition  in  the  charter  that  it  should 
loan  to  a  certain  amount  on  such  terms. 

As  it  respects  the  people,  the  value  of  the  in- 
stitution would  be  great  also.  The  bank  notes 
now  have  a  local  circulation  ;  out  of  that  limit 
they  will  not  pass,  and,  if  remittances  are  to  be 
made  beyond  it,  the  banks  sell  the  foreign  notes 
they  may  have  at  ^  or  1  per  cent,  premium.  The 
notes  of  such  a  bank,  when  counterfeited,  could 
be  sooner  detected,  and  their  circulation  checked. 
Sir,  I  recollect  that  a  member  of  this  House  from 
New  England,  some  years  since,  made  inquiry 
concerning  a  paper  which  he  handed  me,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  bank  note  of  a  Virginia  bank,  al- 
though no  such  bank  ever  existed.  The  bank 
capitalists  of  the  Slates  would  find  it  to  their  in- 
terest to  purchase  the  new  stock. and  convert  their 
bank  into  branches  of  the  National  Bank. 

I  am  fully  aware,  sir,  that  I  have  to  expect  op- 
position from  gentlemen  who  aeree  with  me  as 
to  the  utility  and  importance  of  these  objects  of 
internal  policy  ;  but.  believing  that  the  power  is 
already  possessed,  refuse  to  sanction  a  construc- 
tion, lending,  as  they  suppose,  to  impair  the  va- 
lidity of  the  Constitution.  To  such  gentlemen, 
I  answer,  that  I  am  not  disposed  to  express  an 
opinion  on  these  great  questions,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary lo  do  so  ;  it  suflSces  to  say,  that  the  wisest 
and  best  men  in  the  nation  at  all  times  differed 
upon  them.  It  is  a  historical  fact,  that  General 
Washington  doubted  much  and  hesitated  for  sev- 
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days  before  he  gave  his  approbation  to  the 

establisKing  the   United   States  Bank  ;  al- 
thjj»h  I  ha»«  at  no  lime  heard  of  a  doubt  as  to 

yroprietjr:  of  possessing  the  power. 

js  better  to  acquiesce  in  a  construction  con- 
te^M  for  by-  those  who  deny  the  authority,  than 
to liiert  and  exercise  it.  The  Constitution  can- 
nc 
m 


lull 


be  destroyed  by  a  construction  lending  to  di- 
ish  our  Ugislative  rights;  whereas  it  may  be 
bylbe  exercUe  of  a  legitimate  one,  if  the  people 
ih 'k  that  thv  act  is  founded  in  usurpation. 

will  be  'ecollected  that  the  Constitution  is  a 
ted  grant  of  power — indeed  all  constitutions 
nevlssarily  aie  so— and  if  the  power  be  not  grani- 
edj.i  cannot  be  exercised.     Yet  so  jealous  were 
ihJ  people  (if  their  rights,   that   of  the   twelve 
ar^ndraeotsinade  to  it,  one-half  at  least  are  pro- 
hiI«:ory  of  tte  exercise  of  powers  not  granted, 
an-fdeclarati^ry  of  their  reservation;  and  thisob- 
jecjijn  was  never  opposed  to  these  amendments. 
!  private' life,  the  agent  who  shall   honestly 
k  construction  to  his  letter  of  attorney,  which 
[principal  jdenied  was   a  just  one,  would  not 
t>teemed  jis  surrendering  anything  by  asking 
iind  accepting  a  new  instri:raent  expressly 
iating  ui'e  power.     And,  it  will  be  truly  un- 
gate, if  a  large  majority,  nay  almost  all,  con- 
in  the  btitief  that  the  power  is  useful  and  ne- 
ary,  andiyet   Irom   this   diversity  of  opinion 
It  the  (iply  means  of  insuring  its  exercise. 
Lt^jc  at   th|l  report  of  the   Committee  of  Ways 
sdI  Means,  -n  the  i»etition  from  New  York,  and 
tM^ourse  t4ken   upon  the  question  of  renewing 
th-iUnited  {ritates  Bank  charter,  and  no  one  can 
dotf  l}t  of  the'consequences. 

hen  Mr|,  Jackson  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
tiaft^e  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

)  

!  Monday,  January  31. 

[r.  McKfEE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 

..ands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  renewal  of  a  land 

j^rant  loiGeorge  Shannon;    which   was  read 

ii|;e,  andicommlited   to  a    Committee  of  the 

Ih'ole.        ' 

[r.  TrOjP,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
^YiTs.  rep;.)rted  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
retain  in  Jervice  certain  volunteer  corps  ;  which 
if  read  tyice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
fihe  Whc'le  on  Wednesday  next. 
.\Ir.  Tro«ip.  I'rom  the  same  committee,  report- 
eil  ft  bill  making  provision  for  the  pay  of  two 
c'lfepanies  '.o(  rangers,  organized  for  the  defence 
o|  |he  fronjier  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
r  ail  iwice.fand  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
\  'jiole  on  I'riday  next. 

Mr-  Arc'iIER,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
e  'jiraine  thl*  state  of  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of 
1.  ei  House,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
r  ff  rred  to  ^  Comraittee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
1*  iday  nex:;. 

The  bill  .from  the  Senate,  "to  authorize  the 
resident  of  the  United  States  to  permit  the  de- 
iriure  of  Paul  Cuffee  from  the  United  States, 
[iih  a  ve*j5el  and  cargo,  for  Sierra  Leone,  in 
Itrica.  anJ  to  return  with  a  cargo  ;"  was  read 

i 
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twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing report  from  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Wah  Dkpartmiht,  Jan.  28,  1814. 

Sib:  Conformably  to  a  reaolulion  of  the  honorable 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  Slst  July  last,  re- 
quiring the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  the  House 
a  view  of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  the  offices  of  the 
Accountant  of  this  Deparlaient,  and  of  the  Paymaster 
of  the  Army,  and  to  suggest  measures  to  secure  the 
accountability  of  public  agents,  and  to  prevent  the  ac- 
cumulation of  unsettled  accounts  connected  with  the 
War  Department,  I  have  to  report,  that  a  satisfactory 
view  of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  either  of  these  offices 
has  not  been,  and  (agreeably  to  the  enclosed  state- 
ments of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  and  of  the  Ac- 
countant) cannot  be  rendered  by  them  within  any  de- 
finite period  of  time. 

The  better  to  secure  the  accountability  of  public 
agents,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  unsettled 
accounts,  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest:  Ist.  That  an 
office  be  established,  in  which  all  accounts,  whether  in 
specie  or  in  kind,  connected  with  the  Military  and 
Indian  Departments,  shall  be  adjusted,  accredited,  and 
settled,  conformably  to  rules  and  regulations  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Treasury  Department :  and, 

2d.  That  to  render  efficient  the  Pay  Department  of 
the  Army,  which  is  now  best  adapted  to  a  small  and 
peace  establishment,  and  to  secure  the  regular  and 
punctual  payment  of  the  troops,  anew  organization  be 
adopted,  to  consist  of  a  Paymaster  General  of  the  Ar- 
mies of  the  United  States,  with  such  Deputy,  District, 
and  Assistant  Paymaster,  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  may  require,  neither  of  whom  shall  belong  to 
the  line  of  the  Army. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  Speaker  o/M?  Hoiue  of  Repraentativei. 

The  report  and  documents  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Philip  Le  Due,  (granting  him  additional  compea- 
sation  as  translator  to  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers at  St.  Louis.)  The  report  of  the  Comraittee 
of  Claims  on  this  case  having  been  read,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


PAYMENT  FOR  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  engrossed  bill  further  to  extend  the  time 
of  payment  to  purchasers  of  public  lands,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Lattimore,  of  Mississippi,  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  and  stated  the  causes  which  had 
combined  to  prevent  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  from  complying  with  their  engagements; 
and  particularly  supported  a  clause  of  the  bill 
which  was  inserted  in  it  in  pursuance  of  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  bill  lie 
on  the  table,  to  enable  him  to  inquire  into  certain 
facts  which  he  wished  to  a.scertain,  respecting  the 
sales  of  public  lands,  so  far  as  such  facts  affected 
the  interest  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  sales 
of  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McKee.  of 
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Kentucky,  Mr.  Jennings,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr 
Latti.more.  of  Mississippi,  and  was  negatived. 

Mr.  FoRSVTH,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  Friday  next. 

Mr.  McKee  opposed  this  motion,  on  account  ; 
of  the  urgency  of  the  bill;  because  the  lands  of 
those  purchasers  who  were  unable  to  comply  with 
their  engagements  were  daily  reverting  to  the 
United  States,  and  they  merited  and  ought  to  re- 
ceive relief. 

Mr.  Telfair,  of  Georgia,  supported  the  post- 
ponement, on  the  same  grounds  of  the  interest 
which  the  State  of  Georgia  has  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  post- 
ponement, and  supported  the  claim  of  the  pur- 
chasers in  that  Territory,  from  various  obvious 
considerations,  to  relief,  by  an  extension  of  their 
time  of  payment ;  an  object  which  would  be  in  a 
measure  defeated  by  a  postponement  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Telfair  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  postponement,  and  in  reply  to  Mr. 
McKee  and  Mr.  Robertson. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen  of 
Georgia. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Friday  next 
was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and  took  up  for 
consideration  Mr.  Jackson's  proposition  toamend 
the  Constitution. 

No  disposition  appearing  to  debate  the  same, 
the  Committee  immediately  rose  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  said  resolution,  and  the  House 
took  up  the  report. 

The  question  having  been  stated  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  in  their  agreement  to  the 
first  member  of  said  resolution  (granting  to  Con- 
gress the  power  of  taxing  exports) — 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  conceiving  this  a 
subject  too  important  to  be  lightly  or  hastily  de- 
cided, and  desirous  that  every  member  should  de- 
liberately weigh  the  vote  he  was  to  give,  moved 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Gholson.  of  Virginia,  concurred  in  this 
view,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  the  postpone- 
ment would  take  place. 

Mr.  Jackson  jiposed  the  postponement.  He 
had  not,  he  said,  expected  or  wished  the  question 
on  the  resolution  to  be  taken  without  debate;  nor 
did  he  believe,  let  the  question  be  taken  when  it 
would,  that  It  would  be  taken  without  two  or 
three  days'  debate.  But  he  wished  it  not  to  be 
delayed,  as  no  more  fit  opportunity  for  discus.sion 
would  oocur.  and  an  early  decision  was  import- 
ant if  a  decision  took  place  at  the  present  session; 
that,  if  agreed  to  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the 
amendment  might  be  laid  before  some  of  the 
State  Legislatures  now  in  session  before  they  ad- 
journed. 


Mr.  FiNDLEY,  of  Pennsylvania,  incidentally  ob- 
served that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  under 
consideration.  When  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Convention  which  accepted  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  was  astonished  that  the  power  to  tax 
exports  was  not  given,  as  possessed  and  exer- 
cised by  the  Governments  of  othernaiions.  He 
thought  it  proper  then  that  Congress  should  pos- 
sess the  power,  and  he  thought  so  still.  He  was 
willing  to  afford  the  time  required  for  considera- 
tion, but  wished  the  question  to  be  discussed,  evea 
if  the  proposition  was  not  agreed  to,  in  order  that 
the  public  mind  might  be  more  enlightened  on  it. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  to  Monday  next  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — 63  to  55. 

MR.  PICKENS'S  MOTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  his  proposition  to  amend  the 
Constitution,  so  as  to  establish  an  uniform  mode 
of  election,  by  districts,  of  the  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  P.  made  a  few  observations  additional  to 
those  made  on  former  occasions  in  support  of  his 
object. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  spoke  briefly  ia 
favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  in  a  short  but 
argumentative  speech,  opposed  the  principle  of 
the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  in  a  neat  and 
pertinent  speech,  supported  the  proposition,  and 
replied  to  Mr.  Grosvenor. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  also  made  a  neat  speech 
on  the  same  side  of  the  question;  and, 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  ob- 
servations 10  reply. 

The  question  on  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
raittee of  the  Whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment,  was  decided  as  foUowr- : 

Yeas — Mcssre.  .\lexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard 
Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Coi,  Crawford,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Pennsyvania,  Denoyelles,  Dewey,  Earle, 
Ely,^  Eppcs,  Evuns,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forsyth,  Ueddes./ilasgow,  Goodwyn,  Grosve- 
nor, Hale,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of  New  York, 
Howell,  Hufty,  Iiigersoll,  Ingham,  Kerr,  Kershaw, Kil- 
bourn,  Law,  LefferU,  Lovett,  Lyie,  Markell,  McCoy, 
Moffitt,  .Moscley,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sher- 
wood, ymith  of  Pennsylvania,  Sturges,  Tallmadge, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nais — Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Barnett,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Breckenridge,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
ChappelJ,  Clark,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Culpeper,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Desha,  Forney, 
Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goldsborough,  Gourdin 
Grundy,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hun. 
gerford,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary. 
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UndJftiinpT  of  Miwachus^tU,  King  of  North  Carohna, 
Lewt(,  iiowndes,  Macon,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
trr,  -/dore,  Muriree,  Newton,  Orrasby,  Parker,  Pear- 
|ken»,  Kl|ea   of   Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Rob- 
Sasre,   slieffey.    Skinner,    Stanford,   Taggart, 
Wilhamf,   WiUon   of  Pennsylvania,  Wright. 
»ncey.        J 

^ALL.  0*  Georgia,  who  voted  in  the  affirm- 
atire>rpse  to  ni|)ve  a  reconsideration,  with  a  view 
to  en'  eavor  to  a) tain  an  amendment,  which  would 
makn  i^  acceptable  to  him,  viz  :  to  make  the  elec- 
tioQ  ■  riiform  h\  general  ticket,  instead  of  by  dis 
tricts.; ;  but.  bel.jre  the  question  was  put  on  thi; 
Hiotic  n^  the  Hciise  adjourned. 

iii       I      

'   »■  Ti'ESDAY.  February  1. 

A  metsage  uom  the  Senate  informed 
Hou^  •  that  thr  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to 
prohr  )U  the  iraoortaiioQ  of  certain  articlei,  and 
for  c  her  purposes,"  \a  which  they  desire  the 
conci  rrence  of  this  House. 

Mr  jllHEA,  0*^  Tennessee,  presented  a  resolu- 
tion r  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, r  questing  Congress  to  pass  an  act  more  ef- 
fectu,  lly  to  enforce  the  observance  of  an  act  of 
the  SI  id  Legi^lUture,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  t  la  more  qqual  apportionment  of  the  direct 
tax.  lid  on  tljis  State  by  the  Congress  of  the 
Unit  d  States.'among  the  different  counties  of 
this  S  (ate."— Rjeferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  .'  ^pans.       J 

Mr  J.NGERSCJLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erec- 
tion If  a  penitVntiary  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, alid  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  therefor; 
whicl  was  reai  twice,  and  coratnitted  to  a  Com- 
mitted of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mti  Eppes.  Uom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mear  -,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a 

sum    lOt  exceet^ing dollars  ;  which  was  read, 

and  c  imraittedfto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Wed  itjsday  nehct. 

Mi  Eppes  a,'.so  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 

issuii!>  oi"  Trejisury  notes,  for  the  service  of  the 

*^14;  whjich  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 

a  CominJltee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday 

J 
Eppe3  ajiso  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
en    Girajfd ;  which    was    read    twice,    and 
ttted   tola   Committee  of  the  Whole   on 
lay  nextj 

Eppes  a^so  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Dan^  L  Macau'ey  and  Samuel  Ralston  ;  which 
•was  4ead.  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Wh4^  on  Saturday  nfxt. 

itiessage  ■  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
e  that  il^  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '"  in 
on  to  acj  act,  entitled  'An  act  allowing  a 
y  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  the 
'.*•  armed  Vessels  of  the  United  States,"  in 
they  de'ire  the  concurrence  of  this  House, 
ished   business  of  yesterday    being 

Georgia,  withdrew  the  motion 
the  House  yesterday  adjourned, 


to  reconsider  the  vote  on  Mr.  PicicBNs'a  resolu- 
tions. He  said  he  was  informed  it  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  some  gentleman  to  originate  a 
new  and  distinct  motion  embracing  the  object 
he  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that  he 
was  about  to  lay  on  the  table  a  motion,  which 
scarcely  required  an  introductory  observation  ; 
because  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  gentleman 
that  there  was  no  business  now  on  the  table  to 
keep  Congress  very  long  in  session.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  in  his  opinion,  demanded 
that  Congress  should  be  no  longer  in  session 
than  was  absolutely  necessary.  He,  therefore, 
laid  upon  the  table  the  following  resolution,  re- 
questing gentlemen  to  turn  the  subject  over  in 
their  minds,  and  intimating  his  intention  to  call 
it  up  in  a  day  or  two. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  author- 
ized to  close  the  present  session,  by  adjourning  their 
respective  Houses  on  -Monday  the  7th  day  of  March 
next. 

The  resolution  was,  according  to  Mr.  M.'s 
wish,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore,  of  Mississippi 
Territory — 

Retolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  be  requested  to  state  to  this  House  such 
information  as  he  may  be  possessed  of  relative  to  the 
abihty  and  deposition  of  the  purchasers  of  Public 
Lands  in  the  .Mississippi  Territory  to  make  payment 
for  such  lands  as  are,  or  soon  may  be,  forfeited,  in  case 
they  should  be  further  indulged  with  time  to  complete 
such  payments. 

C0.\TE8TED  ELECTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermont,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  following  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  made  some  weeks  ago,  on  the 
cuntesied  election  of  Mr.  HuNOERroRD,  of  Vir- 
ginia, viz : 

"  The  Committee  of  Elections  have,  according  to 
order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  John 
Taliaferro,  contesting  the  election  of  John  P.  Hun- 
gerford,  and  report :  That  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  final  report  was  made  in  this  case,  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  petitioner  was  apprized  of,  or  ex- 
pected that  the  parties  would  have  been  indulged 
with  the  admission  of  new  evidence,  and  a  further 
hearing  at  this  session ;  yet,  as  the  House  had  seen 
proper  to  refer  the  subject  again  to  the  committee, 
they  felt  bound  to  receive  all  proper  testimony  which 
ihould  be  presented  to  them,  and  accordingly  received 
from  the  sitting  member  a  number  of  depositions 
taken  in  July  last,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice 
given  by  hira  to  the  petitioner,  which  support  eleven 
of  the  votes  on  the  poll  of  the  sitting  member  not 
found  on  the  land  list  nor  supported  by  former  testi- 
mony ;  adding  these  to  the  forty-three  votes  supported 
by  him  at  the  last  session,  gives  him  a  majority  of 
twenty-two  over  the  petitioner.  For  a  more  particu- 
lar statement  of  the  poll,  in  this  case,  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer  the  House  to  the  second  report 
made  thereon  at  the  last  session. 

"  But,  after  the  most  mature  consideration  the  com- 
mittee have  been  able  to  give  this  case,  a  majority  are 
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of  the  opinion  that  this  election  is  void  and  ought  to 
be  set  aside,  because  it  was  conducted  in  an  irregular 
manner,  contrary  to  the  law  of  Virginia  prescribing 
the  manner  of  conducting  such  elections,  as  is  more 
particularly  set  forth  in  the  first  report  made  in  this 
case  by  the  Committee  of  Elections  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  which  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
House,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  election  was  illegal  and 
ought  to  be  set  aside. 

"  Resolved,  That  John  P.  Hungerford  is  not  enti- 
tled to  a  scat  in  this  House." 

The  discussion  to-day  principally  turned  on  a 
point  incidentally  arising  in  the  consideration  of 
the  report,  viz  :  whether,  as  the  ground  now  pre- 
sented by  the  report  was  solemnly  decided  at  the 
last  session  to  be  insufficient  to  invalidate  the 
election,  it  was  competent  to  the  committee  again 
to  present  the  same  question?  Mr.  Sheffey,  of 
Virginia,  Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Pleas- 
ants, of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Pickering,  of  Mas- 
sachu^etts,  contended  that  the  point  was  already 
adjudicated,  and  ought  not  to  be  again  brought 
ID  question.  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Ghol- 
80N,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr. 
Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  other  hand, 
likened  this  question  to  others  frequently  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature  of  private  claims,  re- 
peatedly decided  in  different  ways  by  one  or  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  for  the  for- 
tieth or  fiftieth  time  again  presented  to  the  Le- 
gislature, and  acted  on  de  novo  by  the  House. 
This  case,  for  instance,  had  been  referred,  de 
novo,  and  without  reserve  of  any  point,  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  who  had  found  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  report,  as  they  had  done  at  the  last 
session.  Other  points,  relative  to  the  legality  of 
returns,  the  practice  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 
Ac.,  also  entered  into  the  discussion,  which  was 
prolonged  to  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment. 
Besides  the  abovenamed  gentlemen,  Messrs. 
Wheaton,  and  Ward,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Grosvenor.  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Kerr,  of 
Virginia.  Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Con- 
diet^  of  New  Jersey,  and  Mr.  Pickens,  of  North 
Carolina,  took  part  in  the  debate  ;  those  in  Italic 
in  favor  of  the  report,  and  the  others  against  it. 

The  Committee  rose  at  a  late  hour,  and  re- 
ported their  disagreement  to  the  report. 


Wednesday,  February  2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  petition  of 
Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beauraarchais,  by  James  A. 
Chevallie,  presented  the  24th  December,  1805, 
and  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joshua  Sands,  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of 


Alexandria;  which   was   twice   read  and   com- 
mitted. 

FAILURE  OF  OUR  ARMS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
31st  of  December,  calling  upon  the  President  for 
information  relative  to  the  failure  of  the  Ameri- 
can arms  on  the  Northern  frontier. 

This  report  comprises  simply  an  immense  mass 
of  documents  of  about  six  hundred  pages,  em- 
bracing the  correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  Generals  Dearborn.  Wilkinson,  Hamp- 
ton. Lewis,  Harrison.  McClure,  and  other  mili- 
tary commanders,  and  various  correspondence 
between  those  and  other  officers  of  the  United 
Slates  Army.  The  Message  and  documents  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  contesting  the  election  of  Thomas 
M.  Bayly,  now  a  representative  from  Virginia, 
favorable  to  the  sitting  member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes.  it  was  ordered  that 
Mr.  Bassett  have  leave  to  occupy  a  seat  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  during  the  consideration  of 
the  report. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  when,  after  some 
discussion,  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  at  the  last  general  election  in  the  State  of 
Virginia  for  Representatives  to  Congress,  the  said  Bur- 
well  Bassett  and  Thomas  ,M.  Bayly  were  opposing 
candidates  in  the  district  composed  of  Accomac,  North- 
ampton, Middlesex,  Gloucester,  .Matthews,  James  City, 
Warwick,  Elizabeth  City,  and  the  city  of  Williams- 
burg. From  the  polls  in  the  said  election,  1,072  votes 
appear  to  have  been  given  in  the  whole  district  in  favor 
of  the  sitting  member,  and  1,015  for  the  petitioner, 
giving  the  former  a  majority  of  57  votes;  whereupon 
he  was  returned  as  elected. 

In  canvassing  the  votes  objected  to  on  both  sides, 
which  were  numerous,  and,  in  many  instances,  in- 
volving questions  of  considerable  intricacy,  your  com- 
mittee have  carefully  examined  the  evidence  presented 
to  them,  consisting  of  the  land  roll  of  the  several  coun- 
ties, transcripts  of  records,  depositions  taken  on  reason- 
able notice,  or  admitted  by  consent  of  parlies,  and 
some  parol  testimony,  with  cases  agreed,  stating  the 
points  of  fact  relative  to  certain  votes.  On  comparing 
these  with  the  laws  of  Virginia  regulating  elections, 
your  committee  find  64  votes  given  to  the  sitting  mem- 
ber by  persons  not  qualified,  and  63  votes  given  to  the 
petitioner  by  persons  not  legally  qualified,  and  two 
votes  given  to  the  petitioner  which  had  been  disputed, 
and  therefore  not  counted  by  the  officers  conducting 
the  election,  were  found  to  be  legal,  and  ought  to  be 
added  to  bis  poll. 

The  petitioner  objected  to  the  legality  of  the  votes 
given  in  the  county  of  Accomac  on  the  second  and 
third  days  of  the  election.  On  examining  that  sub- 
ject, it  appears  that  one  day  only  Is  allowed  by  the 
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^Virginia  px  holding  the  election,  with  an  ex- 
n>  in   the   '^jllowint,'  words  :*     "  If  the   electors 
ippear  be  kp  numerous  that  they  cannot  all  be 
in  one  dft.<,  before  sunsetting,  or  if,  by  rain,  or 
..=.   _  water-courses,  many  of  the  electors  have  been 
hind4[«d   from  ^tending,  the   sheriff  or  under-sheriff 
may,JI>jr  request  yf  any  one  or  more  of  the  candidates, 
adjoijrft  the    priijceeding   on   the   poll  until    the  next 
day,']  *cc. 

i4bsequentr»9w  requires  the  poll,  if  once  continued 
a  second  day,  agreeably  to  law,  to  be  held  open 
a  third  -Jay.  It  did  not  appear,  nor  was  it 
preu/ided,  that  y'ny  rain  had  fallen,  or  that  any  rise  of 
wate  ,*  had  takcr*  place.  The  only  question  was,  whe- 
ther rlje  other  (■■"i)ndition  had  happened  on  which  the 
law  uthonzed  •}  continuance  of  the  poll  beyond  the 
first  lay,  with  t^e  effect  of  such  continuance.  It  was 
prov;  rL  that  the  ^election  commenced  early,  and  pro- 
gres.  d  very  rap  Jly,  and  with  no  intermission,  except 
such.  i»i  appearc.J  necessary  in  determining  the  right 
of  d|  Iputed  votf^,  and  a  small  space  occupied  by  a 
frien  of  the  pefUioner  in  addressing  the  people  ;  that, 
towa^  the  close  (of  the  day,  voters  became  more  rare, 
and,  jor  half  an  .^our  previous  to  sunsetting,  very  few, 
if  an  ',  votes  wei^  given,  insomuch  that  the  sheriifpro- 
clau  ed  several;  Jimes  at  the  door  of  the  court-house, 
that,'  vifiless  othii-  voters  would  come  forward  the  elec- 
tion -.tould  be  -<;losed  ;  that,  about  sunset,  four  per- 
sons (Appeared,  .f^d  demanded  the  privilege  to  vote; 
two  if  these  wc^e  deputies  of  the  sheriff^  who  were 
pres,  (U  during  i^e  day,  assisting  in  the  election.  It 
diJ  \(^i  appear  whether  the  remaining  two  had  been 
pres  at  during  ijhe  day,  or  had  just  appeared  at  that 
late  pument.  'i^he  sheriff  continued  the  election  over 
to  tl  ;  second  day,  at  the  request  of  the  agent  of  the 
sittii  .,'  member.  Though  objected  to  at  the  time  by  the 
agci; ;  of  the  peijioner,  as  unauthorized  and  illegal. 

Fi  jm  this  evid^-nce  your  committee  were  very  clearlv 
of  tl.  'opinion,  th/^t  the  e*  ent  did  not  happen,  on  which 
rest),  !  jthe  auiho!<ity  of  the  sheriff  to  adjourn  over  the 
elec|)n  ;  that  tb^,?  question  whether  more  persons  had 
appijared  than  ciuld  be  polled  on  the  first  day,  was  a 
mer?  question  olifact,  allowing  no  discretion  whatever 
in  I  e  officer,  nbd  that  the  subsequent  proceedings 
werf  .illegal,  and;  that  the  votes  received  on  the  second 
and    hird  days  aught  to  be  rejected. 

It- Appears  that  53  votes  were  given  on  those  days 
for  §ic  Bitting  jnembei.  and  four  votes  for  the  peti- 
tion(^'i  Deducing  these  from  the  respective  polls, 
and  rijljusting  tie  same,  it  will  result  that  955  legal 
vote,  \tere  given. for  the  sitting  member,  and  950  legal 
vote,  yvere  givei.*  for  the  petitioner,  giving  to  the  sit- 
ting :iembcr  a  'majority  of  five  votes;  therefore,  that 
the  '  t^ing  memlier  is  duly  elected. 

V  i<r  commitiee,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the 
folio  ijng  resolution: 

h  ',9lved,  Tha^t  the  sitting  member  is  entitled  to  bis 

seat  ' '  ; 


i|  the  case  <A  Trigg  vs.  Preston,  (third  Congress.) 
^ception  tifken  was,  that  the  poll  in  Lee  county 
fcsed  by  thje  sheriff  at  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M', 
three  proclimations  made,  and  that  he  refused  to 
ijt,  though  ^ther  voters  afterwards  appeared,  and 
aded  the  light  of  voting.  The  commitUe  ad- 
•d  the  elcr^on  to  have  been  legal,  r,nd  say  that 
sheriff  ap^iears  to  be  vested  with  discretionary 
r  to  close  tpe  poll  at  any  time  after  three  proc- 
^ons  made,:aoJ  no  voters  appearing." 
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MARYLAND  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORouGH.of  Maryland,  presented  the 
remonstrance  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the 
Stale  of  Maryland  ag^ainst  the  measures  of  the 
Government,  and  particularly  ajjainst  the  exist- 
ing war;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 

and  to  the  honorable  tlu  iknate  and  the  House  oj 

Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 

assembled  .• 

The  House  of  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
immediately  representing  the  interests  and  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  the  Slate,  are  impelled,  by  urgent 
impressions  of  public  duty,  to  address  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  Union  on  the  awful  condition  of  na- 
tional affairs,  and  the  exposed  and  defenceless  situa- 
tion in  which  the  State  of  Maryland  has  been  hither- 
to left  by  the  (ieneral  Government,  under  the  impend- 
ing calamities  of  war. 

The  principles  on  which  the  national  compact  wa« 
founded  are  too  recent  in  the  recollection  of  the  Ame- 
rican people  to  require  the  aid  of  illustration  at  thin 
period.  It  is  well  known  that  the  weakness  and  inca- 
pacity of  the  Old  Confederation  to  afford  the  means  of 
safety  and  protection  to  the  several  members  of  the 
Confederacy,  produced  a  prevailing  sense  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  more  efficient  form  of  Government,  in- 
vested with  adequate  powers  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  and  promote  the  general  welfare. 

As  an  important  concern  of  the  general  welfare,  it 
was  also  anticipated,  with  confidence,  that,  under  this 
form  of  Government,  the  just  interests  of  commerce, 
connected  as  it  is  with  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
other  occupations  of  an  industrious  community,  would 
be  faithfully  and  effectually  preserved.  To  this  reason- 
able hope  and  expectation  we  are  chiefly  to  ascribe  the 
sacrifices  and  concessions  made  by  the  navigating 
States,  and  more  especially  by  our  patriotic  brethren  of 
rs'ew  England,  in  procuring  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution.  The  Sute  of  Maryland  sincerely 
concurred  in  the  ratification  of  that  instrument ;  but 
her  wise  men  who  advocated  her  new  system,  it  is 
presumed,  would  have  been  anxiously  perplexed  if 
they  could  have  foreseen  that  this  Government  would 
prove,  in  lU  operation,  no  less  incompetent  or  unavail- 
ing, for  the  purposes  of  common  defence,  than  the 
Confederation  which  preceded  it ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  might  become,  in  its  course  of  policy,  the  de- 
stroyer instead  of  the  protector  of  commerce,  the  in- 
flicter  of  intense  suffering  instead  of  being  the  benign 
guardian  of  the  public  security  and  happiness. 

.More  than  nineteen  months  have  now  elapsed  since 
war  was  declared  against  England.  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  a  much  longer  period  has  gone  by  since 
this  fatal  measure  was  first  contemplated.  We  would 
ask  whether  there  is  any  portion  of  the  Union,  with 
the  exception  of  Long  Island,  more  open  and  liable  to 
the  ravages  of  a  maritime  i'oe  than  the  Slate  of  Mary- 
land ?  And  situated  as  it  is,  with  the  seal  of  the  Na- 
tional Government  on  its  confines,  so  accessible  to  a 
hostile  force,  is  there  any  part  of  the  continent  which 
it  could  have  been  supposed  would  more  obviously  at- 
tract the  active  operations  of  an  enemy,  designing  to 
haraM  the  physical  strength  of  the  country,  and  to 
distract  and  frustrate  the  views  of  iu  rulers  in  their 
avowed  plan  of  foreign  conquest  ?  Is  there,  in  short, 
any  section  of  the  common  league  which,  from  various 
considerations  of  prudence  and  of  duty,  the  Genera] 
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GoTernment  was  more  peculiarly  bound  to  guard  by 
ample  and  vigilant  preparations  for  defence  ? 

We  are  next  constrained  to  inquire,  what  has  there 
then  been  done  or  provided,  by  the  National  Govern- 
ment, for  the  security  of  a  State  so  peculiarly  circum- 
stanced against  the  visitations  of  a  war  which  that 
Government  had  chosen  its  own  time  to  declare,  and 
which  appears  to  have  been  familiar  to  its  contempla- 
tion for  a  considerable  series  of  years  before  it  was  ac- 
tually declared  T 

If  we  do  not  say  how  little  has  been  attempted  for 
our  protection,  and  in  what  way  even  that  little  has 
been  rendered,  it  is  because  we  wish  not  to  publish  our 
own  humiliation  to  the  world  ;  and  we  would  not  be- 
tray the  extent  of  our  weakness  to  the  enemy.  It  is 
because  we  arc  desirous  of  preserving  a  becoming 
measure  of  respect  to  the  national  authorities,  while, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  Constitutional  privilege,  we  per- 
form a  requisite  duly  to  our  constituents,  the  freemen 
of  .Maryland,  by  making  a  frank  representation  of 
their  complaints  and  dissatisfaction.  The  mere  show 
of  resistance,  heretofore  exhibited,  having  in  fact  rather 
tended  to  provoke  than  repel  attack,  the  people  on  the 
exposed  points  of  our  shores  despairing,  after  what  has 
passed,  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  defence  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, are  becoming,  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
inclined  almost  to  regard  with  fear  the  approach  of 
those  semblances  of  military  aid  which  are  occasionally 
sent  among  them  ;  because  they  have  perceived  that 
this  casual  parade,  instead  of  giving  them  assistance 
in  the  hour  of  danger,  rather  invites  destruction  from 
an  exasperated  and  unresisted  foe,  whose  fury  it  is 
possible  they  might  sometimes  escape  unnoticed.  And 
vet,  the  history  of  the  Revolution  will  attest  that,  in 
the  most  trying  times  of  the  Republic,  the  spirit  of 
Maryland  has  never  been  surpassed  in  valor,  fortitude, 
and  fidelity. 

If  the  war  is  to  be  continued,  the  miseries  we  have 
already  endured  may  be  tender  mercies  in  comparison 
with  those  which  are  to  be  apprehended.  A  character 
of  ferocity,  unknown  to  the  civilized  usages  of  modern 
warfare,  seems  about  to  be  given  to  this  contest.  The 
fJovernment  of  the  United  States  has  distinctly  an- 
nounced its  purpose  of  protecting  the  subjects  of  the 
enemy  taken  in  arms  while  in  the  act  of  invading  the 
territories  of  the  Power  under  whose  dominions  they 
were  born,  and  to  whom  their  allegiance  was  natural- 
ly due  ;  and  this  protection  to  British  traitors  is  to  be 
accomplished  by  a  system  of  sanguinary  retaliation 
which,  in  its  consequences,  may  occasion  the  sacrifice 
of  every  .\merican  officer  and  soldier,  the  ignominious 
death  of  all  our  unfortunate  countrymen  who  are  now 
held  as  prisoners  and  hostages  by  the  enemy. 

In  addition  to  this  lause  of  apprehension,  the  ex- 
ample of  useless  barbarity  displayed  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  General  of  the  forces  that  lately  aban- 
doned Fort  George,  in  Upper  Canada,  in  committing 
to  the  flames  the  whole  town  of  Newark,  of  which 
our  army  had  been  in  the  undisputed  possession,  may, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  bring  upon  our  coasts 
the  more  direful  vengeance  which  a  powerful  and  en- 
raged enemy  can  inflict,  and  may  subject  our  towns, 
and  villages,  and  farms,  and  habitations  b<^rdering  on 
the  water,  to  all  the  horrors  of  the  most  ferocious  and 
extensive  desolation. 

We  therefore  earnestly  entreat  the  national  author- 
ities to  take  these  circumstances  into  immediate  and 
serious  consideration,  to  provide  the  means  and  muni- 
tions of  defence,  and  to  furnish  a  real  efficient  regular 
force,  to  be  stationed  in  the  State,  so  as  to  save  its 


property  and  its  citizens  from  the  worst  evils  and  rav- 
ages of  unrelenting  hostility.  The  efforts  of  the  State 
itself,  for  its  own  protection,  have  been  already  exerted 
in  a  manner  necessarily  burdensome  and  vexatious  to 
its  people  ;  and  the  Slate  has  been  compelled,  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  to  seek  resources  in  its  own 
credit  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  defensive  measures, 
which  it  might  well  have  been  hoped  would  have  been 
seasonably  and  adequately  prepared  under  the  super- 
intending care  and  providence  of  the  Government  of 
the  Union.  The  aggregate  amount  of  expenses  thus 
incurred  is  not  now  ascertained,  as  the  accounts  are 
not  yet  all  liquidated,  and  there  are  vouchers  still  to  be 
procured.  But  we  trust  that  provision  will  l>e  made 
by  Congress  for  reimbursing  these  expenses,  and  others 
of  a  similar  nature  which  may  be  unavoidably  incur- 
red ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  a  proper  estimate  can  be  ex- 
hibited, the  heavy  advances  of  money  which  the  State 
may  have  been  obliged  to  make,  for  purposes  specially 
enjoined  on  the  General  Government  by  the  terms  oJ 
the  Federal  Constitution,  will  be  promptly  and  fully 
remunerated. 

Having  briefly  urged  these  considerations,  there  re- 
mains an  indispensable  obligation  on   this   House,  in 
compliance  with  the  known  wishes  and  sentiments  of 
their  constituents,  to  submit  an  earnest  petition  to  the 
President  and  Congress  of  the    United  States  for  a 
speedy  restoration  of  the   blessings  of  peace,  and  an 
essential  change  in  that  mistaken  policy  whose  effects 
are  now  so  unhappily  to  be  seen  in  the  privations  and 
afflictions  of  the  land.     It  might  be  deemed  intrusive, 
and  it  would  be  altogether  irksome,  to  enter  now  into 
a  minute  examination  of  the   causes  of  the  present 
war.     It  is  believed   to  be  at  this   time  sufficiently  as- 
certained, that    the  flagrant  deception  of  the    French 
Government,  practised    in    relation   to  the  pretended 
repeal  of  its  predatory  edicts,  was  chiefly  instrumental 
in  producing  a  state  of  things  in  this  country  which 
unfortunately  led  us  into  the  existing  hostilities  with 
England.      The  documents  before    Congress,  during 
the   last  and  preceding  sessions,  it  is  presumed,  have 
conclusively   shown    that   the    alleged    repeal  of  the 
French  edicts,  by  the  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
was  only   a  conditional  proposition,   as  its  terms  im- 
plied ;  and  that  there  was  no  authentic  form  of  a  repeal 
of  an  earlier  date  than  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April, 
1811,  which  is.  expressly   bottomed  on   the   previous 
compliance  of  our  Government  with  one  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  letter  referred  to,  in  enforcing  the  non-in- 
tercourse against  England,  by  the  act  of  March,  1811. 
This  act  was  in  conformity  with  the  tenor  of  the  Pres- 
ident's Proclamation  of  the  2d  of  November,  1810,  de- 
claring "  the  fact,"  that,  on  that  day,  the  French  de- 
crees were  repealed,  so  that  they  ceased  to  violate  our 
neutral  commerce.     It  has  become  abundantly  appar- 
ent, since  the  date  of  that  proclamation,  that,  in  point 
of  fact  the  French  violations  of  our  commerce  were 
continued  siter  that  dale,  as,  in   point  of  form,  it  has 
also  appeared  that  there  was  no  absolute  repeal  until 
nearly  six   months  subsequent  to   the   issuing  of  the 
Proclamation ;  and   that  this  formal   repeal  which,  if 
timely  used,  might  have  produced  the  revocation  of  the 
British  Orders,  so  as  to  prevent  the  present  war,  was 
not  officially  announced  to  our  Government,  or  to  its 
Minister  at  Paris,  until  more  than  a  twelvemonth  afler 
the  period Jat  which  it  was  dated.     In  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  Stale,  made  to  Congress  on  this  subject 
at  the  last  session,  it  is  staled  that  the  light  in  which 
this   transaction  was  viewed   by  this  Government  was 
communicated  to  Mr.  Barlow  in  the  letter  of  the  14th 
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N,  1812,  Htth  a  view  to  the  requisite  explana- 
Ijhe  notice  taken  of  the  subject  in  the  letter 
t  (secretary  uf  Mate  to  Mr.  Barlow,  of  the  14th  of 
,1^12,  thus  cited,  is  to  be  found  at  the  close  of  the 


of  J 

tion 

oft 

July  _ 

lettei  'which    concludes   in    these    words:    "On    the 

Freilli  I'ccree  of  the  28ih  of  April,  1811,  I  shall  for- 

bear}«>  make  m^ny  observations,  which  have  already 

occuBdd,  until  all  the  cirrumstanccs  connected  with  it 

are  wlier  undtTs|tood.     The  President  approves  your 

efTorsU}  obtain   n  copy  of  that  decree,  as  he  does  the 

conii#j(nication  of  it  afterwards  to  Mr.  Russell." 

It  ^i  possible  that  Mr.  Barlow  might  not  have  under- 
stood 'this  paragraph  as  an  instruction,  "with  a  view 
to  tU  requisite  explanation.''  But,  as  the  report  of 
the  v^ifretary  further  stated  that  Mr.  Barlow's  succes- 
sor IftJ  been  also  "  instructed  to  demand  of  the  French 
(jov.\:iment  ari  explanation,"  the  j>eopleofthe  United 
Stat,^  plight  have  been  induced  to  expect  that  this 
imp<i^  4nt  matter  would  be  fully  developed  ;  and  we 
Iferefore  seen,  with  serious  concern,  by  the  late 
■^  from  the  President  to  Congress,  "  that  the 
:^f  the  Fre.^ch  Government  have  received  no  elu- 
t  since  the  close  of  the  last  session."  This 
n  is  heightened  by  the  recollection  that,  for  a 
of  years  ^ist,  an  unhappy  mystery  has  hung 
overStiJe  communication?  with  that  same  Government, 
who/  (public  outrages  have  violated  all  the  rights  of 
this  J  ilion,  and  have  heaped  upon  those  who  admin- 
iatet'  i4  affairs  every  species  of  contumely  and  insult. 
A'  {-(view  of  these  circumstances,  so  remarkably 
chai]  Icnslic  of  French  fraud,  furnishes,  in  the  opinion 
of  tl(  lilHouse,  alrung  additional  inducements  for  termi- 
nati;  {this  disn^trous  contest  with  England.  As  soon, 
inde  J|  as  the  funl  artifice  of  the  French  ruler  was  dis* 
clo«  ,and,  morei  especially,  afler  the  revocation  of  the 
Britr,  "jJ  Orders  was  made  known,  we  should  have 
deeo,,  <1  it  fortunate,  if  the  (lovernment  had  availed 
)(  the  pro||itiou8  opportunity  of  reinstating  the 
[qs  of  peac<|  with  the  Power  with  whom  we  had 
HJius  embrpiled.  The  claim  of  impressment, 
\a.6  been  i^o  much  exaggerated,  but  which  was 
'leemed  of  itself  a  substantive  cause  of  war,  has 
beer.  Ji*  retofore  ccftisidered  susceptible  of  satisfactory  ar- 
ranglDicnt  in  iIkj  judgment  of  both  the  Commission- 
ers, m\*i  were  sefeected  by  the  President,  then  in  office, 
to  c<#(}uct  the  nfigotiations  with  the  English  Ministry. 
in  tli  year  l8Q<'>i  and  who  now  occupy  high  stations 
in  tw;  Administration.  Believing  that  this  and  all 
othe>  cjnuses  of  djlFerence  might  be  accommodated  be- 
twceg  the  two  countries,  provided  the  agents  on  both 
sideaSifp  actuate<l  by  a  s-incere  wish  for  a  just  accom- 
mod»,fn,  we  cannot  but  feci  anxious  for  an  event 
whiHI  j»ould  relieve  the  people  from  the  pressure  of 
thoscitnirdens,  and  lossea,  and  dangers,  that  arc  now  to 
be  ei(  ijuntered  without  the  prospect  of  attaining  a  sin- 
gle I  ijfct  of  national  benefit. 

Fb  lip  the  pro^^iess  and  occurrences  of  the  war,  as  far 
as  itl  i^s  been  conducted,  it  must  be  obvious  that  the 
con^J  At  of  the  Canadian  provinces  is  not  to  be  effected 
withi  u^  an  imntense  efl'usion  of  blood  and  treasure. 
The  ojiquest,  if  ofTected,  we  should  be  inclined  to  re- 
gard^ ;jtf  worse  than  a  doubtful  boon.  We  want  no 
exiei  N|on  of  temtorial  limits;  and  the  genius  of  our 
Rept  -'{ican  Constitution  is  not  suited  to  ofTensive  wars 
of  aij  ujtion  and  nggrandiiement. 

A;  wiar  of  this  iiature  is  calculated  to  introduce  doc- 
trin.'  <  and  habrt*,  and  evil  passions,  which  are  inimical 
and  -iangerous  to  the  liberties  and  morals  of  the  nation. 
I'o  t^fy  >(  on,  the  nation  hiis  been  subjected  to  various 

r 
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impositions,  which  will  be  more  oppressive,  because 
all  the  resources  of  trade  are  suppressed,  and  agricul- 
tural enterprise  is  deprived  of  its  reward.  The  taxes 
are  multiplied,  while  the  means  of  payment  are  dimin- 
ished,  and  the  ordinary  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life 
are  greatly  enhanced  on  the  consumer.  To  carry  on 
the  war,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  entirely  to  cut 
ofT  commerce,  and  the  bitter  tribulation  of  the  Boston 
port  bill,  of  1774,  is  again  to  be  realized  on  an  infinitely 
more  extended  scale.  Upon  the  poor  gleanings  and 
remnant  of  trade,  the  more  precious  for  being  all  that 
was  left,  the  comphcated  rigors  of  the  embargo  act, 
lately  passed,  will  complete,  with  an  unsparing  severity, 
the  work  of  destruction  which  British  cruisers  could 
not  accompli:>h. 

The  people  whom  we  represent  are  suflTering  se- 
verely under  the  operation  of  this  baleful  policy, 
against  which  we  would  solemnly  remonstrate  ;  but 
when  we  cast  our  eye  further,  and  look  to  its  effects 
in  another  part  of  the  continent ;  when  we  consider 
the  still  greater  miseries  of  the  peopleoflS'ew  England, 
accustomed  to  live  on  navigation,  and  now  deprived 
of  the  ordinary  means  of  subsistence  ;  when  we  reflect 
also  on  the  aggravated  causes  of  disgust  to  that  inval- 
uable people,  who  perceive  that,  by  the  formation  of 
new  States  out  of  the  limits  of  our  ancient  terntorj, 
they  must  necessarily  lose  all  share  of  influence  in  the 
National  Councils,  where  other  interests,  as  they  sup- 
pose, have  already  obtained  an  injurious  ascendency; 
when  we  meditate  on  the  possible  tendency  of  these 
irritations,  added  to  all  the  difficulties  of  the  immediate 
and  general  distress,  although  we  have  full  confidence 
in  the  faithful  integrity  of  our  Eastern  brethren,  yet, 
as  they  are  men,  we  are  free  to  confess,  these  reflec- 
tions  render  us  deeply  and  doubly  solicitous  that  peace 
should  be  restored,  without  delay,  for  the  rtlief  of  the 
people,  and  the  salvation  of  the  Union. 

Convinced,  as  we  have  been,  that  the  war  might 
have  been  avoided,  and  that  peace  might  be  restored 
without  dishonor  to  the  country,  the  present  conjunc- 
ture seems  to  us  highly  favorable  for  a  reconcihation 
with  England,  if  it  is  fairly  and  honestly  desired.  The 
late  auspicious  evenU  on  the  continent  of  Europe  have 
humbled  the  power  of  the  proud  oppressor  of  the  earth. 
With  the  malignity  of  the  spirit  of  evil,  he  had  stood 
on  his  "  bad  eminence,"  the  scourge  of  the  world,  the 
disseminator  of  bloody  discord  and  dissension  among 
the  nations.  Wherever  his  arms  or  his  arts  could 
reach,  he  has  been  the  fell  disturber  of  the  tranquillity 
and  happiness  of  every  region.  If  the  sceptre  of  the 
tyrant  is  not  irreparably  broken,  -.ve  may  at  least  hope 
that  limits  are  permanently  set  to  his  inordinate  sway. 
We  trust  that  "  the  wicked  shall  now  cease  from  troub- 
ling;" and  viewing  him  as  the  atrocious  author  of  all 
the  wanton  and  dreadful  strife  which  pervades  the  old 
and  the  new  world,  we  do  hope  that,  his  tremendous 
capacity  for  mischief  being  terminated  or  restrained, 
no  barrier  will  remain  against  a  renewal  of  friendly 
intercourse  between  those  Powers  that  have  been  op- 
posed to  each  other  in  battle  array  by  the  violence  and 
frauds  of  the  arch-enemy  of  human  liberty.  We  would, 
therefore,  ardently  implore  the  constituted  authorities  of 
this  nation,  that  the  negotiations  about  to  be  instituted 
may  be  carried  on  with  a  just  and  earnest  intention  of 
bringing  them  to  an  amicable  result ;  that  the  evils  of 
this  unprofitable  and  pernicious  war  may  not  be  pro- 
tracted ;  and  that  peace,  with  all  its  blessings  and  ad- 
vantages, may  soon  be  permitted  to  dawn  again  on  our 
shores,  to  cheer  the  gloom  of  disquietude  that  now  ex- 
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wts,  and  to  dispel  the  darker  terrors  of  a  tempest,  which 
threatens,  in  its  continuance,  to  consign  the  dearest 
hopes,  the  harmony,  and  the  hberties  of  this  united  em- 
pire, to  irretrievable  destruction. 

J.  C.  HERBERT, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

Urron  S.  Run,  Clerk. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROCGH  moved  that  the  memorial 
lie  OD  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

A  division  of  the  question  being  called  for.  the 
question  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table  was  decided 
in  the  aflirmative.  without  opposition. 

On  the  question  whether  it  shall  be  printed, 
an  animated  debate  ensued — a  brief  sketch  whereof 
follow^.: 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland. first  objected  to  the 
printing  of  the  memorial,  as  well  on  account  of 
the  nature  of  its  contents,  as  because  he  believed 
it  to  be  unusual  to  print  such  papers  not  coming 
from  the  Legislature,  but  from  one  branch  of  it. 
He  had  understood  a  counter  memorial  was  pre- 
pared by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
he  was  not  willing  the  poison  should  be  emitted 
without  its  antidote.  He  hoped  that  this  memo- 
rial, fraught  with  everything  that  could  disgrace 
the  branch  of  the  Legi«;|ature  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeded, would  lie  until  the  memorial  of  the  other 
branch  was  received,  (tc. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOHOL'GH  said  he  saw  no  occasion 
for  the  remarks  which  his  colleague  had  applied 
to  this  memorial.  Mr.  G.  said  in  presenting  it. 
and  moving  to  print  it,  he  had  wished  to  avoid 
everything  whatever  which  would  call  forth  any 
anpleasant  feeliugs  or  warmth  of  expression.  It 
was  but  a  proper  mark  of  respect  to  a  memorial 
from  a  legislative  body  in  any  quarter  of  the 
country,  couched  in  decent  terms,  to  print  it  for 
the  use  of  the  members.  In  regard  to  the  epithets 
applied,  he  could  only  say  that  the  gentlemen 
who  had  adopted  this  memorial  would  not  feel 
themselves  disgraced  by  any  harsh  expressions 
which  thaigentleman  may  choosetoapply  toit.  He 
could  assure  his  colleague  that  when  the  counter 
memorial  should  come  from  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  he  should  hold  himself  bound  to 
treat  it  with  as  much  respect  as  he  would  this, 
however  he  might  dissent  from  its  contents.  He 
would  not  inquire  into  the  applicability  of  the 
term  poison  and  antidote  to  these  two  memorials, 
or  whether  these  terms  would  be  more  properly 
converted  from  the  application  given  them  by 
the  gentleman  ;  but  he  did  contend  that  it  had 
been  the  practice  to.print  such  papers,  and  that 
was  the  only  question  before  the  House.  The 
propriety  of  the  practice  he  considered  demonstra- 
ble. Would  any  gentleman  say  that  his  own 
views  of  national  policy  were  not  in  some  degree 
affected  by  the  state  of  public  opinion  throughout 
the  Union  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  said,  if  he  were 
to  perceive  that  there  was  throughout  the  Union 
a  general  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  prosecution  of 
this  war.  he  should  feel  his  confidence  in  his  own 
opinion  against  that  war  much  lessened.  It  was 
obviously  proper,  therefore,  that  evidences  of  the 
popular  sentiment  so  decisive  as  this  paper  should 
be  placed  fully  ia  the  possession  of  the  members ' 


of  the  House.  He  concluded  by  observing  that 
he  wished  no  peculiar  distinction  to  be  shown  to 
this  memorial,  but  wished  it  to  receive  the  same 
treatment  as  had  been  given  to  others  of  a  simi- 
lar character. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  did  not  distinctly  under- 
stand the  geoileman  when  he  had  alluded  to  the 
remarks  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  made  on  this  memo- 
rial, as  not  aflfectiog  him  or  the  memorialists. 
[Mr.  G.  disclaimed  entirely  any  personal  allusion 
to  Mr.  Wright  ;  he  merely  meant  to  say  the  pe- 
titioners would  not  feel  themselves  disgraced  by 
any  harsh  epithets  applied  to  their  memorial.] 
Mr.  W.  said  he  was  happy  in  the  explanation,  as 
he  did  not  wish  to  have  any  personal  collision 
with  that  gentleman.  Whenever  a  memorial 
was  presented  to  this  House,  it  was  an  undeviat- 
ing  practice,  before  acting  on  it,  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  couched  in  respectful  terras.  Now, 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  a  copy  of  this  memorial  in 
his  hand,  and  he  appealed  to  the  gentleman  him- 
self and  to  the  House,  whether  it  was  respectful, 
Mr.  W.  quoted  from  the  memorial  the  following 
paragraph  : 

"  If  the  war  is  to  be  continued,  the  miseries  we  have 
already  endured  may  be  tender  mercies  in  comparison 
with  those  which  are  to  be  apprehended.  A  character 
of  ferocity,  unknown  to  the  civilized  usages  of  modern 
warfare,  seems  about  to  be  given  to  this  contest.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  distinctly  an- 
nounced its  purpose  of  protecting  the  subjects  of  the 
enemy,  taken  in  arms,  while  in  the  act  of  invading  the 
territories  of  the  Power  under  whose  dominion  they 
were  born,  and  to  whom  their  allegiance  was  natu- 
rally due  ;  and  thi^t  protection  to  British  traitors  is  to 
be  accompanied  by  a  system  of  sanguinary  retalia- 
tion," &.C. 

Yes.  British  traitors  !  American  soldiers  are 
so  called,  said  Mr.  W.,  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  subject  to  be  tried.  Are  we  to  sanc- 
tion any  representation  by  our  respect  which  jus- 
tifies the  British  Government  in  taking  these 
men,  who  are  bound  to  us  by  every  moral  and 
legal  tie.  and  whom  we  are  equally  bound  to  pro- 
tect? He  asked  gentlemen  whether  they  were 
disposed  to  sanction  the  murder  of  those  inno- 
cent men  by  the  British  Government.  Whilst 
presenting  the  s:ime  doctrines,  this  memorial 
speaks  with  an  affectation  of  horror  of  the  burn- 
ing of  Newark.  Had  the  authors  of  this  memo- 
rial forgotieu,  or  did  they  wish  to  conceal  the 
contlagratioi)  of  Havre  de  Grace,  Frenchiown, 
and  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  by  the  enemy  ?  So 
far  from  finding  fault  with,  they  h^d  not  noticed 
these  atrocities.  Mr.  W.  asked  if  the  House  was 
prepared  to  give  respect  to  an  instrument  like 
this  from  only  half  of  a  Slate  Legislature,  not 
sanctioned  by  half  the  members  indeed  of  that  one 
body,  for  it  was  signed  by  only  thirty-seven  out 
of  eighty  members.  He  hoped  not ;  and  he  hoped, 
too.  that  instead  of  being  suflTered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  it  would,  after  consideration,  receive  its 
merits,  and  be  thrown  under  the  table. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  was  in  favor  of 
printing.  He  quoted  precedents  of  various  cases, 
in  which  resolutioQii  passed  by  a  single  brauch  of 
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ih.  Legislature  of  a  State  had  been  ordered  to  be 
iTed.     It  was  nu  reason  against  printing  that 


ih|*entimentsconiamed  in  any  memorial  did  not 
cc  3«ide  with  those  of  the  House.  He  wished 
th  .  jnemorial  to  take  the  same  course  as  had  been 
gi    '^  to  oilier  papers  of  a  like  nature. 

l(.  McKi>f,  of  Maryland,  said  he  hoped  this 
ad.  rtss  would  not  be  printed.  What  was  it,  and 
Wi'j  il  did  it  purport  to  ask  for?  It  was  a  paper 
priiiiiced  by  a  majority  of  one  branch  of  the 
L(  Ulature  of  Maryland  ;  it  was  not  an  act  of  the 
S»i  i#,  being  from  one  branch  only  of  the  Legis- 
lat  rt.  He  could  not  believe  that  the  House 
wifiit!  well  sustain  us  dignity  by  solemnly  order- 
iD(^  the  printijng  of  a  paper  of  this  kind,  which 
35-1  e(l  for  nothing  which  could  well  be  granted. 
X^  t^  its  prayer  for  peace,  and  apparent  censure 
of;  lie  Government  for  not  producing  it,  was  it 
no  Ijnown.  he  asked,  that  we  had  sent  Commis- 
sio  qrs  to  Europe  with  the  view  of  obtaining  it, 
an  jthere  we're  others  on  the  eve  of  departure 
wi,  i'  the  sanTi?  object  ?  The  petition  asked  for 
□  0  )9rticular  object ;  it  was  a  general  display  of 
thrls^nliments  of  the  individuals  who  voted  for 
it,  jnjJ  entitled  to  no  other  weight  than  their  in- 
divlikial  names  could  give  it.  As  another  objec- 
tiO(^  |o  printing  it,  Mr.  M.  quoted  the  indecorous 
lat.^'Uage  it  used  to  a  nation,  with  whom, although 
tlif^e  are  poiiits  of  liligalioo  between  us.  we  have 
an^cbble  reUtions.  The  memorial  called  for 
;<• ;  its  tendency  must  be  to  delay  it,  and  such 
t:  be  the  irndency  of  that  sort  of  opposition 
'made  to  -.he  measures  of  the  Government. 
I^  GoLDSBOHorGH  again  spoke  in  support  of 
oaotion.  He  did  not  conceive  the  terms  of 
memorial  to  be  indecorous.  His  colleague 
Considered  the  term  '•  British  traitors." 


own  citizens  taken  in  arms. 


o 

as  ap- 
Was 


sei  led  f«om  them,  all  of  wliom  immediately  en- 
lis  ejl  into  our  army.  In  the  eye  of  the  law,  were 
no  (hese  me^i  traitors?  And  if  we  hazard  the 
livi  -^  of  our  j:itizens  to  protect  nuch  men,  would 
it  ojt  in  factibe  protecting  British  traitors  at  the 
ha  ^rd  of  their  lives?  And  on  what  ground,  Mr. 
G.  i^ked.  had'  this  system  of  retaliation  been  com- 
mt  pped?  Certain  persons  who  had  been  consid- 
eri,il,by  the  Bfiiish  Government  as  guilty  of  the 
cri  fije  of  treason  against  their  country  had  been 
set  t  home  to  their  own  country,  there  to  be  tried 
by;  :i  court  and  a  jury,  and  receive  the  sentence  of 
th)  Uw;  and  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Mary- 
la)  J.  had  presumed  to  say,  that  to  retaliate  the 
pii^  iishmeni  iiiflicted  on  them  would  be  to  hazard 
th,  lives  of  ri»tire  Americans  for  the  protection 
of  £|ritish  trai.tors.  Was  not  this  a  subject  with 
re;  p^ct  to  ihe^policy  of  which  honest  and  honor- 
ab  e'raen  miiiht  fairly  differ  in  opinion  ?  Mr.  G. 
sa!  ijhe  had  no  doubt  many  honorable  men  in  this 
na  ii>n  considered  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
as;  Ai'rong  in  this  respect,  and  that  many  officers 
of  tjie  Army;  (as  the  reporter  understood  him) 
▼i  wjed  thi»  policy  with  alarm.    As  to  the  prac- 

1       ui 


lice  in  relation  to  memorials  similar  to  this.  Mr. 
G.  threw  himself  on  the  recollection  of  gentlemen 
tor  precedents,  &c.  As  to  the  particular  object 
demanded  by  the  memorialist.*,  he  said  they 
called  upon  the  Government  for  remuneration  for 
losses  and  protection  against  future  ravages  of 
the  enemy.  And  were  not  their  demands  enti- 
tled to  the  serious  attention  of  the  House?  He 
conceived  they  were. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said  that  the  question  in  itself 
was  not  very  important,  but  it  had  been  rendered 
so  by  the  opinions  and  doctrines  which  had  been 
advanced  in  opposition  to  the  motion.  Mr.  G. 
asked  upon  what  Constitutional  grounds  the  ob- 
jections to  the  motion  were  founded?  Indeed, 
he  said,  they  were  of  so  novel  and  extraordinary 
a  nature  that  they  required  to  be  met  promptly 
and  exposed  fully.  The  very  object  and  purpose 
of  all  petitions  from  the  people  or  their  Stale 
representatives  was,  to  obtain  a  "  redress  of  griev- 
ances," to  complain  of  the  oppressive  acts  of 
Government,  and  to  pray  for  prompt  and  effica- 
cious relief.  The  right  to  petition  and  to  remon- 
strate was  secured  by  the  Constitution,  under 
which  alone  gentlemen  held  their  seats  on  that 
floor.  For  wliat  were  they  to  petition  ?  For  re- 
lief from  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  laws. 
Against  what  were  they  to  remonstrate?  Against 
all  acts  of  Government  which  they  might  con- 
sider inexpedient,  impolitic,  oppressive,  or  udcod- 
siitutional.  F'or  these  purposes,  and  with  these 
views,  the  right  to  petition  is  woven  in  the  very 
texture  of  our  Governmeut.  The  very  security 
of  the  right  in  the  Constitution  thus  to  petition, 
and  thus  to  remonstrate,  was  a  Constitutional 
warrant  for  the  people,  whenever  ihey  supposed 
the  Government  had  acted  unconstitutionally, 
oppressively,  or  improperly,  to  state  the  facts,  and 
the  character  of  their  acts,  in  plain  and  distinct 
language,  to  any  branch  of  the  Governraeot. 
The  object  of  this  memorial  was,  to  obtain  relief 
against  what  the  petitioners  believed  to  be  the 
improper,  inexpedient,  and  unconstitutional  acts 
of  the  Government;  and  surely,  it  would  not  be 
expected  that  a  memorial  for  objects  like  these 
would  speak  in  courtly  and  mawkish  language 
of  the  very  acts  which,  in  their  opinion,  were  of 
such  a  character.  But,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  yet 
to  learn  that,  in  this  free  country,  the  courtly  and 
slavish  style  of  Eastern  despotism  was  the  appro- 
priate language  in  which  to  address  the  Govern- 
ment. Respectful,  decorous  language  was  in- 
dispensable. Such  language  as  one  gentleman 
might  hold  when  addressing  another  upon  the 
great  interests  of  his  native  country,  upon  the 
rights  and  wrongs  of  a  free  people. 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  demand  of  those  who  op- 
pose this  motion,  to  point  out  one  expression  just- 
ly offensive  to  this  honorable  House,  in  the  whole 
memorial.  I  mean,  sir,  one  expreicsion  unjustly 
or  untruly  implicating  the  honor,  the  dignity,  or 
the  character  of  this  popular  and  independent 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  Not  one  is  to  be 
found.  True  it  is,  the  House  of  Delegates  of 
Maryland  have  spoken  in  language  energetic 
and  eloquent;  in  language  dictated  by  the  strong 
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emotions  excited  by  tlie  unexampled  sufferings 
of  the  State  wiiose  legitimate  organ  they  are. 
They  have  spoken  the  language  of  freemen  to 
the  agents  of  freemen.  They  have  approached 
you  with  no  language  of  adulation  or  sycophancy, 
but  in  the  tone  of  an  independent  people,  consci- 
ous of  their  riglits.  and  sensible  of  their  wrongs  ; 
with  the  language  of  men  who,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  independence,  felt  that  they  had  the  perfect 
right  to  complain,  to  remonstrate,  and  to  protest 
against  the  oppressive  and  ruinous  measures  of 
the  Government.  Sir,  I  never  wish  to  see  other 
language  adopted  by  the  people  of  America  when 
speaking  to  their  Government  about  their  rights, 
tneir  liberties,  and  the  great  interests  of  their  Re- 
public. From  men  of  the  political  description  of 
these  petitioners,  no  other  language  will  ever  be 
heard.  And  will  the  immediate  representatives 
of  the  people  spurn  tliem  from  this  House  because 
they  do  not  speak  in  the  feminine  tones  and  lisj>- 
ing  accents  of  Italian  slaves?  And  will  you 
smother  their  complaints,  and  their  remonstran- 
ces, and  their  prayers,  because  they  are  not  offer- 
ed on  bended  knees?  Will  you  stretch  your  cit- 
izens on  the  rack,  and  force  them  to  writhe  with 
grace,  and  to  groan  with  melody  ?  Will  you 
stab  them  to  the  heart,  and  bid  them  die  without 
one  convulsivestruggle  ?  You  attempt  what  you 
cannot  perform.  You  aim  at  that  which  the  laws 
of  nature  and  your  Constitution  prohibit.  No, 
Mr.  Speaker,  this  beaten  track  of  despotism  will 
never  be  trodden  by  the  free  people  of  America. 
Never  before  has  it  been  pointed  out  by  this 
House  as  the  only  avenue  through  which  the 
complaints  and  remon.strancesof  the  people  were 
to  enter  this  hall. 

Mr.  G.  asked  the  aged  members  of  the  House, 
who  were  here  in  the  year  179S,  whether  they 
had  forgotten  the  memorials  then  presented  by 
several  States,  amongst  which  were  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,  against  the  alien  and  sedition  laws. 
Did  not  these  memorials  contain  allegations  that 
those  acts  were  violations  of  civil  liberty,  and 
infractions  of  the  Constitution?  And,  in  those 
days  of  terror,  Mr.  G.  asked,  did  the  majority  of 
this  House  ever  indulge  the  unconstitutional  no- 
lion  that  the  memorials  were  indecorous,  and  the 
authors  of  them  to  be  disrespected  and  abused? 

No,  sir,  said  M.  G.,  these  undignified  doctrines 
and  notions  were  reserved  for  these  times,  and 
for  this  republican  majority.  In  these  days,  and 
by  this  majority,  it  is  first  discovered  that  the 
people  of  America,  when  they  petition  against 
what  they  most  religiously  consider  to  be  op- 
pressive, impolitic,  and  unconstitutional  acts,  may 
not  call  those  very  acts  oppressive,  impolitic,  and 
unconstitutional.  But,  let  me  examine  briefly 
the  specific  objections  to  the  printing  ofihis  peti- 
tion.    If  I  understand  them  they  are  three. 

First.  It  prays  for  no  specific  relief,  and.  there- 
fore, there  can  be  no  practical  result. 

Second.  It  speaks  disrespectfully  of  the  Empe- 
ror of  France. 

Third.  It  charges  the  Government  with  at- 
tempting to  protect  British  traitors. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G..  the  memorial  points  you  to 


ihe  sufferings  of   Maryland,   the  ravage  of  her 
towns,  the  ruin  of  her  citizens.     It  points  you  to 
the  scenes  which  convulsed  that  State,  and  shook 
even  the  massive  pillars  of  this  House,  during 
the  last  Summer.     It  anticipates,  in  the  language 
of  truth  and  certainty,  a  reiteration  of  all  their 
sufferings,  more  extensive,  more  permanent,  and 
more  bloody,  if  the  war  continues.     It  tells  you 
that  you  have  left  them,  and  now  leave  them  un- 
protected.     It    points    you   to  the   Constitution, 
where  their  title  to  protection,  to  ample  and  per- 
manent protection  is  recorded.     And  then,  it  de- 
mands, in  the   plain,  distinct,  bold,  yet  decorous, 
language  of  independence,  it  demands  that  you 
send  them  that  protection  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled.    They   stand    on   the   very  dome  of  the 
Constitution  when  they  call  on  you  to  save  them 
from  the  ravages  of  that  enemy  whicb  your  im- 
politic acts  have  created.    Is  here  no  well-founded 
complaint?     Is  it  not  notorious  that,  during  the 
whole  war,  the  whole  State  of  Maryland  has 
been  open  to  the  enemy,  while  hardly  a  soldier  of 
the  United  Slates  has  been  sent  to  their  defence? 
Is  here  no  specific  relief  demanded?     Do  they 
not  demand  that  you  no  longer  suffer  iliem  to  be 
placed  under  the  ban  of  the  Republic?     That,  if 
you  will  continue  this  mad  and  unnecessary  war. 
you  shall  afford   them  the  protection  which  the 
Constitution  guaranties  ?     Can  there  be  no  prac- 
tical result  ?     Can   you  not,  in  an  offensive  war. 
defend  your  country  from  invasion  and  ruin  ?     Is 
this  not  practicable  7    Then  close  the  war  at  once. 
No  longer  present  to  the  world  the  ludicrous  spec- 
tacle of  a  nation    grasping  at  conquest  and  ag- 
grandizement, which  is  too  weak  and  spiritless  to 
defend   her  own   soil  from  invasion  and   ravage. 
But  the  Emperor  of  France  is  disrespectfully  re- 
proached in  this  memorial.    Be  it  so.     Is  it.  there- 
fore, disrespectful  to  this  House?     When  did  the 
honor,  character,  or  dignity  of  this  House  become 
identified  with  the  feelings  and  reputation  of  the 
fallen  tyrant  of  France  ?     When,  and   how.  did 
this  House  become  the  guardian  or  defender  of 
the  tyrant's  fame  and  character  ?     In  what  page 
j  of  the  history  of  our  Revolution  can  you  find  the 
language  of  adulation  or  complacency  applied  to 
the  acts  or  the   character  of  an   usurper?     Or, 
where  in  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  our 
country,   where   in   the  records  of  those  funda- 
I  mental  maxims  of  liberty  of  speech,  liberty  of 
the  press,  or  liberty  of  remonstrance,  do  you  find 
:  it  inculcated  that  truth  is  not  to  be  boldly  spoken 
of  the  tyrants  and  oppressors  of  the  earth  ?     Is 
there  one  reproach,  one  epithet  applied  to  the  ty- 
rant, which  his  bloody  ambition  and  his  outrage- 
I  ous  cour^e  of  usurpation    do  not  amply  justify  ? 
j  Who  will  pretend  it?     1   had  thought,  sir,  said 
1  Mr.  G.,  that  the   period  had  arrived  when  it  was 
no  longer  considered  a  Republican  duty  to  speak 
'  of  the   bloody  oppressor  in    mild   and  adulatory 
strains.     Let  gentlemen  not  shudder  at  the  ani- 
'  mated  language  of  this  memorial,   the  vivid  pic- 
ture of  the  tyrant  which   is   here  portrayed.     I 
will   produce    them   an   example    behind   which 
they  may  fortify  tlieir  conduct,  even  though  they 
should  give  the  memorial  lo  the  press. 
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J^r.  G.  hefe  read  a  letter,  dated  January,  1813, 
U<  II)  Mr.  Jej^erson  to  an  American  gentleman, 
in,  Vhich  Bctjaparte  is  described  as  the  vilest  ty- 
j'o.  t  that  evw  cursed  the  world  with  ambition 
at7 'crimes.  Mr.  J.  states  that  the  tyrant  •*  is 
dtfugin?  the  tarlh  uilh  blood  to  obtain  the  repu- 
tal()n  of  a  Cuiouche  and  a  Robin  Hood.  That 
tb^'".  *''e  abominations  of  the  sceUrat  of  France 
ex^efd  all  hur^an  execrations,"  &c.,  A-c] 

f  ^mpare,  sjjid  Mr.  G..  the  memorial  with  the 
st\la  of  this  l^-tter.  and  the  language  of  the  for- 
roj.  irises  almost  to  compliment.  You  need  not 
fe*,'  ihen,  {ol print  the  memorial.  It  is  not  a 
cri  nje  now  to  fpeak  truly  of  the  tyrant,  and,  if  it 
w»  r«(,  here  i>  absolution  from  the  high  priest  of 
yc  1^  sect.  Biit,  sir.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  hesitate 
be  ){e  they  Announce  to  the  American  people 
th.  t -their  coniolaints  and  remonstrances  are  to  be 
tre  tkd  with  jieglect  if  they  mingle  in  their  me- 
mi  fals  any  reproaches  against  the  arch  disturber 
ofl^ie  world;  You  will  never  conrince  them 
th;..  it  is  a  crijfne  to  paint  in  true  and  lively  colors 
th.^  ruthless  c<i;nduct  and  the  detestable  character 
of  I  tyrant.  :And,  if  it  be  indeed  a  crime,  either 
pol  ijcal,  morjt,  or  religious,  the  Lord  in  his  mer- 
cy deliver  a  f^reat  p.ortion  of  the  people  of  this 
fre  country  from  the  consequences  of  this  sin  ! 
I  «  )4ak  both  Hs  to  the  past  and  the  future,  for 
thi^ej  are  peonle  who  have  always  spoken  truth 
of  Slim.  and.  nnless  I  mistake  the  s>igns  of  the 
tiir  ii,  these  truth-tellers  will  soon  multiply  to  a 
mi  hty  muhiiude  among  us.  The  letter  I  have 
rea  I  is  oininou:<. 

\  Mi  me  coiwlude,  said  Mr.  G..  my  answer  to 
ihi:  ^bjeclion  by  asking  you  whence  arose  your 
duivlto  protect  the  tyrant  of  France  even  from 
in4iit?     But,^f  it  be  a  duty,  then  it  follows  that 

the  memorial,  refer  it  to  a 
jrm  of  resolutions  found- 
edtiipo"  ii'  (it^appr(.ve  of  its  contents,  and  thus 
yo  1  will  delivtJr  the  House  from  any  expression 
rejroachful  t>  the  French  Emperor. 

rjie  last  ot.jeclion  that  1  have  noted  is.  that  the 
G;  v^rnraeni  b  denounced  for  attempting  to  pro- 
tef  tiBritisb  traitors  ni  the  price  of  native  Ameri- 
ca,! ^lood.  And  it  was  warmly  a^ked  whether 
A«trican  sq'ldifrs,  taken  in  arms,  fighting  the 
ba  lies  of  our  country,  were  to  be  stisfmatized  as 
'•1  fitish  traiLor.s?" 

Vhy.  sir,  r.yid  Mr.  G.,  it  is  never  improper  to 
ca  1  Imen  artil  things  by  their  own  proper  names. 
If  Eiritish  sutjjects  were  taken  in  arms  against 
ih  ir  country,  they  were,  beyond  all  doubt,  "  Brit- 
isj :  raitors}"'and  if  we  talk  about  it  here  until 
W(  Shake  the  roof  of  this  hall,  still,  such  persons 
at]  'Britisli  l;raito^^ ;''  and  when  we  have  ran- 
sa:  'kjed  the  Ei^glish  language,  and  heaped  every 
viB  ^epithet  we  can  collect  upon  the  British  na- 
tirwij still,  such  pers(;ns  will  remain  "British  trai- 
toll.''  The  riiemonal,  I  presume,  alludes  to  the 
fojjwing  paragraph  in  the  President's  Message  : 

T  JThe  Brilii^h  commander  in  that  province,  with  the 
■ajciion,  as  i^]>ear6,  of  his  Government,  thought  prop- 
Qj select  frojii  American  prisoners  of  war,  and  send 
Jjreat  Britain  for  trial  as  criminals,  a  number  of  in- 
dii  ^als  who  ;h»J  em; grated  from  the  lintisb  domin- 
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ions  long  prior  to  the  stale  of  war  between  the  two 
countries,  who  bad  incorporated  themseiveti  into  oar 
political  aociety,  in  the  modes  recognised  by  the  law 
and  the  practici;  of  Great  Britain,  and  who  were  made 
pnsonerH  of  war,  under  the  banners  of  their  adopted 
country,  fighting  for  its  rigbu  and  its  safety." 

And  then,  the  President  states  that  to  protect 
the  persons  thus  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial  as 
criminals,  he  has  ordered  into  confinement  an 
equal  number  of  British  prisoners  of  war.  The 
British  General  has  retorted,  and  native  Ameri- 
can officers  are  now  confined  in  Canada ;  all 
waiting  the  fate  of  these  ''British  traitors."  It 
was,  no  doubt,  Mr.  G.  said,  to  this  sy.^tem  of  re- 
taliation the  [lelitioners  alluded,  when  they  com- 
plain that  the  President  was  attempting  to  pro- 
tect "British  traitors." 

In  the  first  place,  said  Mr.  G.,  this  House  is  in 
no  way  implicated  by  this  allegation.  Were, 
therefore,  the  charge  as  false  as  it  is  true,  it  would 
furni>h  no  objection  on  our  part  to  the  petition. 
But  is  it  not  literally  true?  Look  at  the  Message. 
These  men,  says  the  President,  ''  bad  incorporated 
themselves  into  our  political  society."  How  ? 
According  to  the  laws  of  this  country — under 
our  naturalization  laws?  No.  But.  he  contin- 
ues "  in  the  ntodes  recognised  by  the  law  and  the 
practice  of  Great  Britain." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  there  is  just  enough  of  am- 
biguity in  the  language  of  the  President  to  create 
some  doubt  of  his  meaning  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  respect  the  man  and  condemn  his  principles. 
If  his  language,  however,  means  anything  defi- 
nite, it  means  that  the  persons  referred  to  bad 
never  been  naturalized  according  to  our  laws, 
but  only  •■  in  the  modes  recognised  by  the  law 
and  practice  of  Great  Britain."  It  is  well  known 
that  that  ''law  and  practice  is  wholly  variant 
from  our  own.  It  follows,  then,  that  in  no  sense 
of  the  terms  are  these  persons  American  citizens, 
or  entitled  to  any  protection  at  our  hands.  For, 
it  is  an  undisputed  political  axiom  that  they  never 
can  be  '"  adopted  into  our  political  society"  but 
according  to  our  naturalization  laws,  passed 
under  our  Constitution.  These  men,  it  is  appa- 
rent, never  were  thus  adopted.  What  then  was 
their  political  and  national  character  ?  That  of 
British  subjects,  beyond  all  doubt.  When,  then, 
they  entered  Canada  in  arms,  they  became  ''  Brit- 
ish traitors."  And  taken  in  arms,  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, to  which  they  owed  an  unimpaired  alle- 
giance, had  the  perfect  right  "  to  send  them  to 
Great  Britain  for  trial  as  criminals,"  and  to  punish 
them  according  to  her  own  laws  and  usages  as  trai- 
tors to  their  king  and  country.  When,  therefore, 
the  President  adopted  a  system  of  retaliation  to 
protect  these  men  from  punishment,  by  which  na- 
tive Americans  are  exposed  to  death,  he  did  at- 
tempt to  protect  •'  British  traitors"  at  the  expense 
of  American  blood.  The  petitioners  have  told  you 
the  truth  upon  this  subject;  proved  to  be  truth 
by  the  very  language  of  the  President  himself; 
proved  to  be  truth  by  the  uniform  current  of  evi- 
dence which  has  reached  us  from  Canada.  Whe- 
ther, if  these  men  had  been  mcorporated  into  our 
political   society  by  a  process  ot    naturalization 
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known  to  your  laws  they  still  would  have  been 
•'British  traitors,"  is  not  now  to  be  considered.  Be- 
cause, to  me  it  is  apparent  from  the  Message  it- 
self, and  I  understand  the  fact  to  be.  that  no  pro- 
cess of  naturalization  according  to  our  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  was  ever  executed  in  favor  of  these 
prisoners. 

Were  it  necessary  however  to  discuss  such  a 
case.  I  should  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  at  best  it 
is  extremely  doubtful  whether  any  emigrations 
or  naturalization  can  operate  to  sever  the  subject 
from  his  Government  entirely  and  absolutely, 
without  the  assent,  express  or  implied,  of  that 
Government.  The  law  of  allegiance  is  a  municipal 
law  ;  it  is  proved  so  to  be.  by  all  authors  of  celeb- 
rity ;  it  is  declared  so  to  be  by  our  courts — nay. 
when  this  subject  shall  come  to  be  discussed,  I 
pledge  myself  to  prove  that  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  of  our  country,  when  Secretary  of 
State,  under  the  direction  of  his  predecessor,  has 
distinctly,  clearly,  and  conclusively  established 
it  so  to  be.  in  an  official  document,  addressed  to 
our  Ministers  in  London.  U  it  be  so,  by  what 
power  or  right  can  you  repeal  a  municipal  law 
of  another  country,  and  deliver  her  subjects  from 
Us  binding  force  and  operation. 

If  in  your  Constitution  there  was  an  article 
declaring  that  no  citizen  of  America  should  sever 
the  lies  which  bind  him  to  his  Government  with- 
out its  consent,  what  foreign  Power  could,  by  any 
law,  render  your  citizens  aliens,  and  protect  them 
from  the  punishment  of  traitors,  when  taken  in 
arms  against  you,  within  your  own  territory  ? 

And  if  tne  Constitution  of  England  contain 
such  a  provision,  can  your  naturalization  laws 
abrogate  that  provision,  and  protect  traitors  to 
England  within  her  own  territories? 

[The  Speaker  said  he  thought  Mr.  G.  was  tak- 
ing a  range  of  debate  which  the  question  would 
not  justify.] 

Mr.  G.  said,  his  remarks  were  in  answer  only 
to  those  of  other  gentlemen — but  be  would  range 
no  further.  Whenever,  said  Mr.  G..  the  time 
shall  come  for  a  full  discussion  of  this  interesting 
subject,  and  come  it  must  before  the  close  of  the 
session,  the  honorable  gentlemen,  who  were  now 
startled  at  the  words  'British  traitor,"  might  find 
many  mistaken  in  their  views.  The  bottom  on 
which  they  now  stood  would  fall  out  from  under 
them,  and  they  might  be  forced  to  betake  them- 
selves to  the  terra  firma  of  sound  principles  and 
national  law. 

But  surely,  Mr,  G.  said,  if  those  men  had  not 
been  naturalized,  they  were  Briti.'b  subjects,  and 
when  in  arras  against  their  country,  were  "  British 


traitors." 


They  are  so,  said  Mr.  G.,  and  whether  they 
have  been  among  us  five  years  or  one  hour,  is  of 
no  importance  in  deciding  the  principle.  They 
may  be  punished  by  the  British  law  as  traitors; 
and  if  the  President  has  adopted  a  system  of  re- 
taliation, by  which  native  American  officers  and 
soldiers  are  exj^sed  to  death,  to  protect  those 
traitors  from  punishment,  well  may  those  peti- 
tioners, well  may  the  whole  people  of  America 
complain  to  this  House,  that  the  war  is  rendered 
l3lhCoN.  2d  Sess.— 39 


I  more  ferocious  by  this  bloody  system  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive— well  may  they  seek  redress  where  alone 
it  can  be  found. 

And  now,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  would  appeal  to  this 
House,  whether  they  would  act  wisely,  liberally, 
and  constitutionally,  in  refusing  to  print  a  me- 
morial, because  of  objections  like  those  he  had 
endeavored  to  answer?  How  will  you  limit 
this  right  to  petition  ?  Suppose  all  the  doctrines 
in  this  memorial  to  be  false  and  unfounded,  yet 
they  are  the  doctrines  and  opinions  of  a  branch 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  ;  they  had  a  Con- 
stitutional right  to  present  them  to  the  House; 
they  have  done  so,  in  language,  elegant,  forcible, 
perspicuous,  and  worthy  of  the  manly  character 
which  belongs  to  them.  Not  a  word  disrespectful 
to  this  House  is  to  be  found  in  the  paper.  Ob- 
viously, then,  you  cannot  refuse  to  print  it  upon 
any  Constitutional  principle,  upon  any  maxim  of 
policy,  or  upon  the  rules  and  u>ages  which  have 
heretofore  prevailed  in  the  House. 

It  prays  relief  against  acts,  in  their  opinion, 
oppressive,  dangerous  and  unconstitutional;  it 
prays  protection  from  the  enemy,  which  your 
declaration  of  war  has  created  ;  it  frankly  and 
freely  points  out  to  you  what  they  deem  the  er- 
rors, the  mistakes,  both  in  law  and  principle,  both 
in  language  and  conduct,  in  carrying  on  this  un- 
natural war;  it  portrays  in  glowing  colors  the 
abominable  character  and  conduct  of  the  fallen 
tyrant  of  France,  and  offers  you  the  liveliest  con- 
graiuiaiions  that  tiie  world  is  rescued  by  his  fall ; 
It  ardently  prays  for  a  speedy  and  honorable  peace  ; 
it  is  a  memorial  worthy  of  American  freemen. 
Let  it  be  received  and  treated  with  Constitutional 
respect  and  decorum. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  print- 
ing. He  believed  to  print  it.  would  be  to  show  it 
a  respect  it  did  not  intrinsically  merit,  and  a  dis- 
respect to  themselves  which  it  was  not  proper  for 
any  individual,  regarding  his  own  rights  and  feel- 
ings, to  manifest.  It  was  nyt  because  the  memo- 
rial contained  sentiments  different  from  his  own, 
that  he  objected  to  the  printing  it,  but  because  it 
conveyed  expressions  disrespectful  to  this  body. 
The  Government  was  accused  of  giving  a  char- 
acter ol  ferocity  to  this  war — of  ferocity  unex- 
ampled in  civilized  nations.  Such  an  epithet 
applied  by  one  individual  to  another,  could  not 
be  otherwise  regarded  than  as  an  insult;  and  cer- 
tainly was  not  less  so  when  applied  to  this  House. 
It  was  further  said  in  tlie  memorial,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  this  House  as  part  of  it,  were  the 
protectors  of  traitors.  He  asked  whether  the  im- 
putation of  so  disgracefully  criminal  an  offence 
was  not  indecorous  and  disrespectful  in  the  high- 
est degree?  He  conceived  it  was.  But  these 
were  not  the  only  expressions  of  that  character. 
It  was  also  said  that  ibis  Government  was  acting 
over  again  the  disgraceful  scenes  of  tyranny  and 
oppression  of  the  British  Government,  which 
caused  the  Revolution.  This  imputation,  and 
the  comparison  of  the  Embargo  law  to  the  Bos- 
ton port  bill,  he  considered  very  exceptionable 
and  unjustifiable.  As  to  the  abuse  of  the  Empe- 
ror of  France,  be  had  nothing  to  say.     He  was 
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>ei#.'ptly  willmg  (hat  the  House  of  Delegates  of 
iyiland  sbotnltl  keep  him.  if  they  pleased,  for 
thA  own  exclusive  abuse — though  he  was  wil- 
linl  so  agree  with  them  thnt  he  merited  ali  they 
hat'  tiestowed  on  him.  Mr.  A.  repeated,  if  the 
seofcijients  of  t^e  address  were  merely  differerjt 
fro*  l)is  owrv,  lie  should  not  object  to  show  them 
thele^pect  of  ordering  the  address  to  be  printed  ; 
butfcbnceiving  them  disrespectful  and  unjustifia- 
ble.lif  could  HKjt  consent  to  the  motion. 

P^.  RoBER'ijsoN,  of  Louisiana,  adverted  to  the 
letijL. of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  Mr.  Ghosvenor 
6a(»|Uoted.  Mr.  Jefferson,  he  said,  had  been  de- 
DOiMiied  by  the  Federal  party,  of  which  the  gen- 
tleiXip  from  IWw  York  was  a  distinguished  mem- 
berwise had  been  stigmatized,  for  a  series  of  years. 
as  Iftfing  been  guilty  of  the  most  degrading  sub- 
servf  *icy  lo  Fjrance;  and  now,  the  gentleman 
fror^  pew  Yorl|  had  produced  a  letter  from  that 
gre*  jTian.  not  i'or  the  purpose  of  bolstering  up 
theJitale  and  ibsurd  charges  of  French  influ- 
encX  l)Ut  to  show  that  this  man.  who  has  been 
denlj^ced  as  the  head  of  the  French  party,  in- 
dee«a»  having- created  it  in  this  country,  speaks 
in  \wrse  terms  of  the  despot  of  France  than  even 
the  #i(emorial  does.  This  letter,  Mr.  R.  s.'iid. 
coni*iped  nothing  but  the  impression  of  Mr.  Jef- 
fers!<n',  and  of  the -Republican  party,  for  a  series 
of  );  ^4rs  past ;  jihere  was  nothing  new  in  it,  and 
this;  ^ntlemeij  themselves  well  knew  who  had 
clat,  jred  mostjabout  it;  and.  as  proof  of  it,  they 
nov!  jutroduceil  this  letter  in  support  of  their  own 
rigl,  to  abuse  the  French  F.mperor.  There  was 
a  pr  iiciple  avc>wed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Yor  ,  to  whicP.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  solemnly  op- 
pos.  I.  The  grntleraan  had  said  that  the  charge 
•in  t  e  raemorl^l,  that  we  are  supporters  of  British 
trai  rs,  is  sust>iined  by  the  President's  Message, 
■con  rued  as  hf  had  chosen  to  construe  it.  Who 
are  iiey.  and  what  are  the  class  whom  we  are  to 
■be  :\    oounced  jor  affecting  to  support?     Individ- 


ual-J  permitif'(J  to  le^ve  their  native  country, 
whu^  laws  dc  not  forbid  emigration,  who  have 
fanll^ies  here,  and  are  fighting  for  the  vindication 
an(# protection  of  everything  desirable  to  man. 
■Suili  men.  thej  gentleman  called  traitors  to  the 
Bril^hGoveri^inent.  This  principle  Mr.  R.con- 
sidtied  to  be  n(ovel,  and  as  al)ominable  as  it  was 
«iov»l.  There,  was  no  such  principle  recognised 
in  Aneral  law.  or  even  in  the  particular  law  of 
thai  ferocious  nation,  of  which  these  men  were 
sai<€io  be  natives.  The  names  of  some  men  of 
<hi  Jcharacterpccurred  to  him — of  Sergeant  Hen- 
<lerfc)n,  for  insjance,  who  so  nobly  distinguished 
iuDm|lf  on  virious  occasions  on  the  Western 
frovter.  Andj were  such  men  as  these  to  be  con- 
sidJ^d  as  tractors?  When  a  man  deserts  the 
mij^iiry  and  r^aval  service  of  one  country,  and  is 
foi.'.i(|  in  arms; against  it,  this  individual  might  be 
sulJejct  to  denunciation  and  punishment  as  a  trai- 
tor} ^ut  not  t^e  man  who  has  emigrated  in  vio- 
'iff  of  no  li(w,  taken  up  his  domicil,  and  has 
id  who  hires  himself,  or 
fight  their  battles.  Was 
^1^  a  persop  to  be  considered  a  traitor  to  a 
Jijn  count»y,and  when  taken  fighting  our  bat- 
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I  ties  to  be  abandoned  as  such  ?  He  hoped,  before 
Government  adopted  or  gentlemen  advocated 
such  a  principle,  they  would  reflect  upon  its  mon- 
strous iniquity  generally,  and  its  detestable  in- 
justice relative  to  the  particular  persons  in  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  McKiM,  in  reply  to  the  remark  that  this 
memorral  prayed  for  further  protection,  observed 
that,  as  it  was  addressed  to  the  President  as  well 
as  to  Congress,  that  part  of  it  was  applicable  to 
him  in  whose  hand.<  the  military  force  of  the  na- 
tion was  vested,  and  not  to  this  House,  which  had 
provided  the  necessary  means.  The  gentleman 
irom  New  York  had  a.^ked,  adverting  to  what  he 
had  said  when  up  before,  whether  this  House  was 
to  be  the  guardian  of  the  rights  or  honor  of  a 
foreign  monarch.  Mr.  McKkm  answered  no;  but 
they  were  the  guardians  of  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  American  people;  and  if  they  sanc- 
tioned ofhcial  denunciations  of  a  monarch  with 
whom  we  have  amicable  relations,  which  may 
injuriously  affect  those  relations,  they  would  act 
not  well  their  part.     This  was  what  he  meant. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  adverted  to 
the  general  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  prevailing,  as 
he  said,  among  the  people  throughout  the  nation, 
who  are  much  divided  as  to  the  policy  of  prose- 
cuting the  war,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  should 
be  prosecuted,  which  might  be  expected  to  pro- 
duce memorials  to  this  body.  In  such  memori- 
als, he  admitted,  there  was  a  general  respect  due 
to  this  House,  which  required  them  to  be  con- 
veyed in  decent  language.  Much  ingenuity  had 
been  exercised  to  find  out  some  expression  in  this 
memorial  whicii  bound  the  House,  in  self-re.«pect, 
to  refuse  treating  it  with  the  usual  attention. 
The  memorialists  had.  it  was  urged,  stated  that 
a  character  of  ferocity  was  about  to  be  given  to 
this  war.  dec.  And  was  not  this  true?  Mr.  G. 
a>ked.  Permit  nie,  said  he.  to  say  that  1  repre- 
sent a  people  situated  pretty  much  as  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  seaboard  of  Maryland  ;  that  I  feel 
most  sensibly  the  truth  of  this  part  of  the  address  ; 
that  my  constituents  feel  it,  and  thai  their  appre- 
hension? are  excited  in  a  degree  not  inferior  to 
that  represented  to  exist  in  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland.  The  House  of  Delegates  have,  with 
becoming  caution,  forborne  to  say  by  whom  this 
character  of  ferocity  is  given  to  the  war ;  but  they 
have  staled  a  fact,  to  which  the  attention  of  this 
House  and  every  branch  of  the  Legislature  ought 
to  be  conducted.  It  is  an  alarming  fact,  sir,  that 
this  war.  unless  checked  by  the  timely  interposi- 
tion of  Providence,  or  the  prevalence  of  wiser 
counsels,  is  likely  to  desolate  your  whole  coast,  and 
leave  your  frontier  a  wilderness — the  one  smoul- 
dering into  ashes,  the  other  smoking  with  blood  ! 
Was  It  not  likely  that  they  should  stale  this  fact 
as  a  reason  for  demanding  further  protection? 
Was  it  lo  be  said  lha\  the  statement  of  this  fact, 
which  ousht  to  be  known  and  depended  on.  was 
disrespectful  to  the  House?  Far  from  it.  He 
hoped  the  time  would  never  come,  when  the  sim- 
ple statement  of  a  fact  would  be  considered  dis- 
respectful to  the  House.  i3ut,  it  wa.s  said  that  it 
was  disrespectful  to  use  the  expression  relative 
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to  the  protection  of  British  traitors.  Was  there 
anything  improper  in  any  country's  protecting 
the  traitors  to  its  enemies  ?  Ii  was  the  duty  of 
a  country  to  protect  the  traitors  of  its  enemies,  to 
a  certain  extent,  as  far  as  regards  the  employment 
of  spies,  encouraging  deserters,  dec.  But,  he  did 
suggest  whether  this  principle  was  not  carried  too 
far,  when  sought  to  be  secured  at  the  hazard  of 
native  blood — when,  to  afford  this  protection, 
honorable  native  Americans  are  proposed  to  be 
devoted  to  an  ignominious  death.  This  was  a 
subject  to  which  the  atlenlion  of  the  House  and 
the  Government  was  properly  called  ;  and  he 
hoped  an  occasion  would  be  sought,  during  the 
present  session,  for  a  full  and  fair  inquiry  whether 
It  is  expedient  to  carry  it  to  this  extent.  Ano- 
ther expression,  thought  to  be  disrespectful  to  liie 
House,  was  the  expression  in  allusion  to  the  em- 
bargo, that  ''the  bitter  tribulation  of  the  Boston 
port  bill  of  1774  is  again  to  be  realized,  on  an 
infinitely  more  extended  scale."  Wiiat  was  this 
but  announcing  a  fact,  which  men  of  refieclion 
must  acknowledge  ?  What  was  that  bill  ?  it 
locked  up  a  single  port.  But,  a  law  is  now  en- 
acted, which  not  only  seals  the  harbor  of  Boston, 
but  is  productive  of  infinitely  more  general  calam- 
ity than  the  Boston  port  bill.  And,  shall  this 
mere  siaiemeni  of  a  fact  be  deemed  improper  to 
come  from  American  freemen  to  the  National 
Legislature?  If  this  be  indeed  considered  crim- 
inal, let  us  shut  up  our  doors,  close  the  farce  of 
legislation,  and  go  to  our  homes.  He  hoped,  he 
♦>aid,  the  time  would  never  come,  when,  to  speak 
the  language  of  truth,  or  to  hear  it  spoken,  would 
be  incompatible  witii  the  respect  considered  due 
to  the  Legislature.  Mr.  G.  repeated  his  hope 
that  this  memorial  would  be  treated  with  respect, 
as  such  treatment  would  not  involve  the  expres- 
sion of  any  opinion  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  not  to 
debate  the  mere  motion  before  the  House,  which 
he  did  not  consider  worthy  of  a  word,  but  to 
remark  on  a  doctrine  which  ought  not  lo  receive 
the  sanction  of  ihis  House.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  by  mere  abstraction,  overlooked 
the  objectionable  part  of  the  memorial.  He  had 
.said  (and  Mr.  C.  agreed  with  him)  that  the  peo- 
ple have  a  right  to  state  facts;  and  that  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  war  is  about  to  assume  a  character 
of  ferocity — a  fact  in  which  the  people  of  that 
State,  of  the  whole  American  people,  and  of  the 
world,  are  interested.  Ii  was  not  the  annuncia- 
tion of  a  fact,  in  iiself  true,  that  was  objected  to; 
but  it  was  the  character  given  to  that  fact,  con- 
veying a  censure,  not  on  the  Government  com- 
mencing in  this  ferocious  spirit,  but  on  the  Gov- 
ernment which  is  acting  on  the  defensive.  This 
was  the  objection — ihat  it  imputed  the  blame,  not 
to  the  enemy,  with  whom  it  rested,  but  to  the 
American  Government.  That  this  memorial 
should  speak  thus,  was  surprising;  that  it  should 
meet  with  an  advocate  on  iliis  floor,  was  doubly 
surprising.  In  what  manner  does  the  memorial 
say,  this  work  of  retaliation  is  to  commence?  By 
our  protection  of  British  traitors.  And  to  this, 
the  geniletnaa  had  said,  there  was  do  objection. 


Mr.  C.  said  he  knew  but  one  case  in  which  the 
protection  of  traitors  was  not  objectionable.     If 
a  traitor  of  an  enemy  during  war  flees  into  this 
country,  we  are  not  compelled  to  give  him  up. 
But,  that  we  are  to  protect  "British  traitors,"  by 
a  course  of  retaliation,  was  what  the  President 
never  thought  of  doing.     To  do  so.  would  be  a 
contradiction  of  every  principle  of  a  moral  char- 
acter.    The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  inti- 
mated that  the    President,  in    his   Message,  had 
announced  such  a  doctrine.     Let  the  gentlemaa 
point  it  out.     .Mr.  C.  understood  the  Message  only 
to  embrace  such  as  had  incorporated  themselves 
into  our  political  society,  according  to  our  laws. 
Another  part  of  the  address,  said  Mr.  C. — the 
allusion  lo  the  Boston   port  bill — flie  gentiemaa 
appears   to   think   perfectly    innocent.     Sir,  is  a 
measure  to  be  judged  only  by  its  effects  ?     It  is 
the  motive  which  gives  character  to  our  actions. 
If  the  Boston  port  bill  had  been  passed  for  a  pro- 
per purpose,  u  had  not  driven  us  into  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.     It  was  the  motive  which  then, 
as  well  as  now,  has  raised  the  American  spirit  to 
resist  British  violence  and  usurpation,  and  I  hope 
ever   will.      The   measure  of  embargo,  Mr.  C. 
said,  had  been  resorted  to  as  a  part  of  a  system 
to  repel  encroachments  by  the  same  enemy,  after 
a  lapse  of  thirty  years,  as  before  drove  us  to  war 
by  her  injustice,  <fcc.  As  lo  the  abuseof  the  French 
Emperor,  Mr.  C.  said  he  would,  with  the  gentle- 
man from    Maryland,  (Mr.  Archer.)  willingly 
leave  it  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland 
to  abuse  him  as  much  as  they  pleased;  but,  the 
correctness  or   propriety  of  their  abuse  of  him 
must,  like  all  other  things,  be  determined   by  its 
motive.     If  they  merely  intended  to  express  their 
aversion  to  French  tyranny,  lie  would  agree  with 
them;  and  so.  he  believed,  would  a  great  major- 
ity of  the  American  people.     It  was  not  in  this 
point  of  view  he  was  disposed  to  object  to  this 
part  of  the  address;  but  it  was,  that,  in  abusing 
the  French  Emperor,  they  wished  to  justify  the 
opposite  despot  over  the  Channel — as  regards  this 
country,  equally  terrible  and  more  hostile.     Not 
only  does  ihis  memorial  abuse  the  French  Em- 
peror, but  assigns   his    demerits  directly,  or  by 
inference,  as  a  cause  why  we  should  throw  our- 
selves into  the  arms  of  England,  our  deadly  ene- 
my.    Mr.  C.  said,  for  these  and  other   reasons, 
he  should   not  give   his   vote  lor   printing  this 
memorial. 

Mr.  Ghosvenor  quoted  again  the  President's 
Message,  repeated  and  enforced  his  idea  of  the 
construction  to  which  it  was  liable,  and  advanced 
many  other  ideas  on  the  subject  of  allegiance, 
&c.  As  far  as  you  can  alienate  citizens  from 
their  native  country,  so  far  you  may  naturalize 
them  in  a  certain  way  which  your  Constitution 
and  laws  prescribe.  But,  unless  they  have  gone 
through  the  process  required  by  law,  there  is  no 
pretence  for  saying  that  they  are  entitled  to  pro- 
lection,  at  any  rate  without  our  territory.  The 
memorial,  therefore,  correctly  stated,  that  they 
were  about  to  sacrifice  native  citizens  to  protect 
those  who  not  being  citizens  of  the  country,  never 
having  become  so,  and  being  found  in  our  armies* 
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British  trailers.     When  this  question  should 

,i  to  be  fiiiiy  discussed,  as  he  hoped  it  would, 

'.Jemen  wo^id  find  that  the  bottom  on  which 

*tood  woipld  fall  out  from  under  them.     Mr. 

aid  be  ha^  seriom  doubts  whether,  according 

lie  law,  we  can  deliver  a 

ice  to  his  native  country  ; 

ii^er  it  w^i  compatible  with  the  interests  of 


^^d  be  haqserioui  dc 
j^  principB'.'s  of  publi 
iia  from  his  allegianc 


that  sjjch    a    power    should    exist;    and 
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wi-Jhe'")  if  wu-  adopt  the  principle,  we  can  com- 
p€^»jther  nations  to  submit  to  if.  He  was  not 
prc^tred  to  adjroit  that  the  law  of  retaliation  au- 
th<*|ed  the  Pifsident  to  proceed  as  far  as  he  had 
in  *.js  respec\.  At  any  rate,  he  contended  thai 
thfXJoctrine  fe  had  advanced  in  his  Message 
way  founded  on  principles  which  could  not  be 
susviJned.  He  pledged  himself  to  prove  that  the 
Pri^ftlent  had  lecognised  the  principle  in  its  fuU- 
est->4tent  thatjihe  law  of  allegiance  is  a  munici- 
pai.'i^w  ;  and  tliat  when  a  nation  finds  its  subjects 
wi^iJQ  Its  ov^^  territory  it  may  treat  them  as 
sudiibut  canipt  follow  them  into  another's  ter- 
ril'fj'y.  This  Uoctrine  was  contained  in  the  in- 
struujions  to  Jllessrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  some 
yea^  ago.  A^ilmit  that  principle  to  be  correct — 
au(W(t  cannor' be  denied — and  these  men  are 
trafcf's ;  and  hp  trusted  this  House  would  never 
sbrii^  from  publishing  to  the  world  any  docu- 
me«i. merely  tb'cause  it  contained  that  fact.  Mr. 
G.^'i)ncludedj  by  repealing  and  enlarging  on 
soi^'of  his  foj-mer  arguments. 

jH.  Webstf-r.  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  a  few 
ip  in  favor  of  printing.     Having  voted  to  re- 
bi  the  memorial,  no  additional  respect  would 
^lown  by  printing  it,  which  followed  nearly 
"'(4-urse.     If.  its  statements  were  erroneous,  it 
a  strong  jreason  why  it  should  be  printed, 
llir^  all  mighrj  read  it,  and  a  day  be  assigned  for 
its^sscussion.' 

[j;.  EppE3j  of  Virginia,  entirely  asreed  with 
tjemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  as  to 
'Ptght  of  pjetition  belonging  to  every  body  of 
fi^ien  in  adegislaiive  or  any  other  capacity; 
Jie  would; go  further  and  say  it  was  the  duty 
Legislajure,  where  its  terms  were  respect- 
jo  receiver  their  representation,  and  give  it 
lircourse  aj  its  merits  required.  The  present 
yt  was  presented  for  no  object,  as  was  proved 
jlje  omissibn  of  a  motion  to  refer  it  to  any 
f  i^iiltee.  anj  a  motion  was  made  to  print  it — 
^jhat  purp(i>se?  Could  the  Legislature  pre- 
Jits  viewslia  no  other  way  to  the  people? 
[rp  his  conjilituenis  to  be  taxed  to  print  a  me- 
|i^l  which;  stamps  that  war  which  they  ap- 
Vf  as  immoral  and  unjust?  A  memorial 
Ih  passes  Overall  the  enormities  of  the  enemy 
[tigmalizp  our  own  Government  ?  if  they 
w/li^d  a  subject  on  which  to  display  their  indig- 
naucjn,  let  th»m  turn  to  the  scenes  of  Hampton 
J  the  Ilivej  Raisin.  Let  them  remember  our 
y:i'Ds.  yet  IJleediDg  of  wounds  received  in  de- 
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fe  /^  of  theirjcountty.  handed  over  to  be  hacked 
anitrurnt  bviferocicus  .■■avages,  by  the  authority 
of»(ie  Brilis:i  nation;  and  let  tliera  remember 
tlf  iieven  fenVtle  beauty  and  innocence  could  not 
firAl  iprottctio:i  from  equally  savage  invaders — not 


forgetting  the  towns  on  their  own  shores  wan- 
tonly burnt  by  our  atrocious  foe.  Could  they 
find  nothing  on  which  to  wreak  their  vengeance 
but  on  their  own  Government?  Because  it  has 
passed  a  law  to  prevent  traitors  from  furnishing 
our  enemy  with  the  supplies  which  are  to  enable 
him  again  to  annoy  us,  its  conduct  is  compared  to 
that  of  the  British  Government  in  1774.  The 
object  of  the  British  Government  was  to  deprive 
us  of  the  rights  derived  from  God  and  Nature; 
and  if  at  that  day  a  man  had  said,  in  Boston  or 
any  other  port,  that  he  would  fit  out  a  privateer, 
instead  of  lighting  the  enemy,  to  convey  specie 
to  the  Indian  Sea,  he  would  have  had  the  good 
old  remedy  of  tar  and  feathers  applied  to  his 
ofifence.  The  feelings  of  that  day,  Mr.  E.  said, 
had  too  much  subsided  ;  and  it  was  too  often  the 
case  that  men  were  seen  rising  in  this  House  and 
levelling  their  artillery  exclusively  against  their 
Government.  We  have  been  told,  said  Mr.  E.. 
that  we  are  protecting  British  traitors.  We  well 
know  that  one  of  the  causes  of  the  war  was  the 
claim  set  up  by  Britain  to  take  naturalized  citizens 
from  our  vessels.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  questioned  whether  it  was  in  the  power 
of  any  community  whatever  to  absolve  any  sub- 
ject from  his  allegiance.  What  means  our  Con- 
stitution then  ?  If  you  cannot  absolve  him  from 
hisallegiance,  how  or  why  naturalize  him  ?  Did 
the  men  who  formed  this  Constitution  entirely 
misunderstand  the  powers  of  civilized  society? 
Did  the  party  to  which  the  gentleman  himself 
beloncs  so  far  err  when  they  acted  under  the 
Constitution,  and  never  ceased  to  naturalize? 
Can  it  now  be  doubted  whether  there  is  a  power 
in  any  community  to  naturalize  a  foreigner? 
The  gentleman  has  come  with  his  doubts  too 
late;  and  has  taken  a  mo<t  unfortunate  opportu- 
nity to  disclose  them,  when  the  nation  is  at  war 
for  this  very  right  recognised  in  our  Constitution, 
and  dear  to  the  people.  The  gentleman  had 
drawn  an  inference  irom  the  Message  neither 
warranted  nor  supported  by  fact.  It  was  known, 
Mr.  E.  said,  that  among  those  on  whom  the 
British  Government  had  wreaked  its  vengeance, 
were  men  who  had  been  twelve  years  natural- 
ized, who  had  left  wives  and  children  behind 
them  here  when  they  went  to  battle,  and  who 
were  now  threatened  to  be  executed  as  traitors. 
And  under  these  circumstances  did  gentlemen  in 
this  House  tremble  in  their  shoes,  adopting  the 
pusillanimous  principle  of  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  and  address  their  prayers  to  the  enemy 
beseeching  him  to  spare  them  ?  If  such  a  dis- 
position prevailed,  it  was  time  to  give  up  a  coun- 
try we  were  not  worthy  to  inhabit.  Mr.  E.  ad- 
verted to  the  President's  Message,  to  which  he 
conceived  the  gentleman  had  given  an  erroneous 
construction — and  exposed  what  he  termed  the 
absurdity  and  inconsistency  of  the  British  pre- 
tension of  perpetual  allegiance.  It  had  been  said 
that  a  new  system  of  retaliation  had  been  adopt- 
ed. It  was  as  old  at  least,  Mr.  E.  said,  as  the 
Revolutionary  war;  it  had  then  compelled  our 
present  enemy  to  give  up  his  infraction  of  the 
laws  of  war,  and  unfounded  claims;  and  nothing 


1225 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1226 


Febrdart,  1814. 


Maryland  Memorial. 


H.  or  R. 


but  a  want  of  firmness  in  this  nation  could  now 
prevent  the  same  result.  When  the  British  na- 
tion find  that  men  in  our  own  councils  doubt  the 
right  to  protect  men  regularly  naturalized,  who 
fight  for  their  families  and  firesides,  what  will 
be  their  sentiment?  In  a  moment  of  imprudence 
and  frenzy  they  may  put  in  execution  their 
threats.  No  one  will  more  than  myself  deplore 
the  consequences;  no  man  will  weep  with  more 
sincerity  over  the  patriot  blood  on  one  side,  and 
the  innocent  blood  on  the  other  which  will  be 
shed;  but  in  great  questions  of  a  whole  people's 
rights,  individuals  must  suffer.  Although  I  would 
weep  over  his  fate,  I  would  not  withhold  the 
victim — because  I  would  preserve  the  principle. 
As  to  this  remonstrance,  which,  but  for  the  noto- 
rious Allegany  election — but  for  a  single  vote, 
might  have  been  of  a  different,  character,  the 
House  of  Delegates  could  find  other  means  of 
disseminating  it.  It  contained  nothing  new  or 
that  deserved  printing  ;  it  was  the  mere  common- 
place trash  daily  circulated  through  certain  press- 
es in  the  country. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  said  he  rose  with 
unfeigned  reluctance  to  take  any  part  in  this  de- 
bate, because  he  had  not  been  in  his  seat  until 
after  the  member  who  last  addressed  the  House 
had  commenced.  The  first  objection  to  this 
memorial  he  had  understood  w£s,  that  the  lan- 
guage was  indecorous  to  this  House  ;  the  second, 
that  it  reflected  upon  the  General  Government, 
in  comparing  the  embargo  to  the  Boston  port  bill. 
As  to  the  first  objection.  Mr.  H.  said,  the  memo- 
rial did  not  contain  one  sentiment  which  any  pa- 
triot in  this  country  need  not  be  proud  to  enter- 
tain, because  it  breathed  the  good  old  spirit  of 
177G.  There  was  not  a  sentiment  in  that  address, 
he  said,  which  he  was  not  ready  to  repeat  in  the 
teeth  of  the  whole  mercenary  tribe  of  writers, 
{or  something  to  that  effect,)  not  one  which  he 
would  not  repeal  in  the  face  of  the  whole  host  of 
instruments  and  pensioners  of  the  Court.  Were 
not  the  people,  Mr.  H.  asked,  groaning  under  the 
pressure  of  the  measures  of  Government  ?  Look 
at  the  embargo.  Had  not  Congress  by  that  mea- 
sure, justly  compared  to  the  Boston  port  bill. 
placed  the  whole  commerce  of  the  country  at  the 
discretion  of  a  single  individual?  Had  they  not 
raised  the  Executive  above  the  Constitution  and  ' 
laws  of  the  country,  as  had  been  done  in  France, 
where  ihegena  iTarmes  were  placed  in  alflhe  ports 
of  the  Empire  to  be  the  means  of  regulating  com 
merce.  where  there  was  an  extended  system  of 
espionage  and  it  was  made  death  to  evade  the 
regulations  of  commerce?  They  had  placed  the 
trade  of  this  country  in  precisely  the  same  situ- 
ation as  the  commerce  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope. All  the  Departments  of  Government,  the 
Executive,  the  Legislative,  and  the  Judicial,  were, 
if  he  might  be  allowed  to  use  the  figure,  thrown 
into  a  mortar,  and,  with  this  great  majority  for  a 
pestle,  his  High  Mightiness  of  the  palace  had  beat 
and  compounded  them  together,  into  a  compound 
as  poisonous  as  hellebore.  A  swarm  of  collectors, 
feeding  and  fattening  on  the  bowels  of  the  people, 
enforced  a  law  which  so  far  restricted  commerce 


that  it  was  illegal  for  a  vessel  to  clear  out  to  go 
from  Annapolis  to  Baltimore.     Had  not  the  peo- 

Ele  of  Maryland  then  a  right  to  complain,  who 
ave  fought  most  bravely  wherever  they  have 
met  the  enemy,  who  are  always  in  the  front  rank 
in  time  of  danger,  for  where  danger  is.  there  are 
their  breasts  presented?  When  the  fieet  of  the 
enemy  was  in  the  Chesapeake  bay.  and  the  whole 
coast  was  in  danger  of  invasion,  and  exposed  to 
the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  what  was  the  conduct 
of  the  national  Executive?  A  memorial  was 
forwarded  to  him,  setting  forth  the  dangers  to 
which  the  coast  was  exposed  ;  and  an  answer  was 
given,  that,  in  a  country  so  intersected  with  bays 
and  rivers,  it  was  impossible  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  every  point.  When  no  sort  of  assis- 
tance was  given  to  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  which 
felt  so  peculiarly  the  oppression  of  the  measures 
of  Government,  had  it  not  a  right  to  complain  ? 
As  to  the  address,  the  facts  set  forth  in  it  were 
true,  and  known  to  be  true;  and  if  a  single  vote 
would  have  changed  its  complexion,  had  that 
been  the  case  he  presumed  there  would  have  beea 
no  objection  to  printing  it ;  nor  ought  there  now. 
Allusions  had  been  made  to  men  who  were  to  be 
restrained,  subjected  to  tar  and  feathers  as  traitors 
to  their  country.  It  was  not  difficult,  Mr.  H.  said, 
to  see  what  was  the  real  objection  to  the  poor 
indulgence  asked  to  be  extended  to  this  address 
from  Maryland.  She  had  rendered  herself  odious 
to  Administration.  When  this  war  was  first  de- 
clared, it  was  expected  to  hush  opposition;  she 
was  the  first  to  oppose  the  attempt — she  raised 
ramparts  around  the  Constitution,  told  you,  you 
might  beat  down  one  barrier  after  another,  but 
when  driven  into  the  citadel  she  would  make  one 
last  effort.  Her  citizens  were  determined  to  re- 
sist, and  while  they  had  one  drop  of  blood,  to 
stand  in  so  noble  a  cause.  Mr.  H.  concluded  by 
observing  that  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentle- 
man who  preceded  him  had  awakened  sensations 
which  the  rules  of  the  House  forbade  him,  and 
the  respect  he  now  felt  for  the  Chair  prevented 
him  from  expressing. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  next  rose,  and 
stated  the  reasons  why  he  should  vote  for  print- 
ing the  address;  because,  although  he  did  not 
approve,  he  was  not  afraid  of  it.  The  question, 
however,  involved  no  Constitutional  right ;  Legis- 
latures had  the  same  right  as  other  collections  of 
people  to  address  Congress,  and  no  other — nor 
were  they  in  his  opinion  entitled  to  more  respect. 
As  to  the  protection  of  traitors,  if  the  persons 
spoken  of  were  traitors,  the  great  Bernadotte  is  a 
traitor ;  and  so  was  George  I.  But  it  appeared  that 
great  men  were  not  subject  to  the  same  laws  as 
other  men  ;  that,  as  there  is  a  species  of  men  above 
fashion,  so  there  is  a  species  of  men  above  law. 
He  did  not  believe  the  memorial  contained  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  ; 
and  yet  he  was  willing  to  print  it.  Nor  did  he 
believe  in  the  prevalence  of  general  dissatisfac- 
tion, which  his  colleague  had  imagined  ;  for, 
taking  the  representation  in  this  House  as  the 
best  practicable  criterion,  he  found  nearly  two  to 
one  in  favor  of  the  measures  of  Government.  For 
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be  *id,  be  always   wished    to  see  a 

stfiAe  minoriiy;  and  the  smaller  the  majority 
th^^' troDger  tijey   wtre — and,  paradoxical  as  it 
t  seem,  he  had  seen  it  so  in  this  House.     As 
s  characiier  of  ferocity  to  be  given  to  the 


memorial,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  68, 
nays  92,  a.^  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetta,  Bayly  of 

Virginia,    Bigelow,    Boyd,    Bradbury,    Breckcnridge, 

Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox, 

is  colleague  had  not  placed  it  to  the  proper  '  Culpepcr,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetta,  Dewey, 

Ely,  Farrow,  Ciaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Groave- 
nor.  Hale,  Hanson,  Howell,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massacha- 
•etts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Markell, 
Miller,  MofTitt,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Keed,  Wm.  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whcaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nais — Messrs.  -Alexander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoy- 
elles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 

Ithe  back  countrymen  went  to  Boston  and     lin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,   Goodwyn,   Gourdin,   Ctriffin, 
heir    blood  in  its  defence,  a  different  senti-    Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Ha<brouck,  Hawe«,   Hubbard, 

Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jacksoa 
of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lcfferts,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Orrasby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rca  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 
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int.     If  it  did  take  place,  it  would  be  from 
|)orainaiioBs  of  the  most  abominable  Govern-  j 
1*  that   ever   existed,  and  the  most    corrupt,  ' 
jr,  he  migli't  say,  on  the  corruption  of  its  own  , 
1^.     Mr.  M.  adverted    to  the  remarks  on  the  | 
irgo.  whicii  he  defended — and,  as  to  the  war,  ; 
d  and  repeated  declarations  on  the  other  side  ; 
^v  years  a^o,  that,  if  the  Government  would 
'  old-fashioned  war,  they  would  join  and  go  I 
them.     How  changed  the    scene,  he  .■>aid.  I 
Adverted  too  to  the  equality  of  operation  of 
tinbargo.  which  jjrecluded  the  idea  of  its  pro-  : 
Aig  from -local  teeling.     If  it  was  wrong,  it  , 
as  wrong  to  those  who  were  its  greatest  ad-  i 
ys   as  to  its  greatest  opponent!.     As  to  its  ' 
the  work  of  back  countrymen,  it  was  done 
le  common  good  ;  and  when  in  the  Revo-  ' 


sbeyiheir  blood  in  its  defence,  a  ditlerent  senti- 
m<^Jprevailed  there.  It  was  never  complained 
of  *^  brave  Morgan,  when  he  went  there,  that 
hej^s  a  back  countiyman.  He  adverted  to  the 
rat«i|es  at  Hampton  in  a  feeling  manner — higher 
cri|  "|s  than  wtjre  there  commuted  he  could  not 
ita>  ;|ne.  As  lo  the  tight  of  naturalization,  every 
mi  [jD,  civilized  or  savage,  red  or  white,  had  ex- 
erc'  yd  ii.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  truth 
wu,  1(1  prevail  over  everything — he  had  seen  it 
pr^  ^il  when  we  had  a  sedition  law  in  the  coun- 
try,   ^nd  he  had  no  fear  for  it  now. 

J  orae  observjilions  were  made  by  Mr.  W.  Reed 
of  *l>ssachusens,  and  Mr.  Eppes.  concerning  the 
facl  alluded  to  of 


Thursday.  February  3. 

., --, J,  ,      Mr.  Grundy  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 

(.1  alluded   to  of  a  privateer  clearing  out  from  j  gislature   of  the   State  of  Tennessee,  requesting 
B(4^n  with  $f>ecie.     Mr.  Reeu,  by  inference,  en-  j  the  Representation  from  that  State  in  Congress, 

l^.'fj 


Mr. 

until  it 


discredited    the    statement;     which 
|s  said  bt'  had   ao  reason  to  doubt 
wui  |;ontradicted  by  evidence. 

If.  Calhoujn  spoke  in  explanation.  He  added 
thi  jhe  was  giad  on  one  account,  and  sorry  on 
an'  .)er,  that  ihe  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
sp^  Ao  so  distinctly  on  one  point  ;  that  persons 
wfi  .iiad  the  plighteu  faith  of  the  United   States 


to  endeavor  to  procure  a  public  road  to  be  opened 
from  some  point  between  the  mouths  of  Pearl  and 
Chefunciy  rivers,  by  the  way  of  the  Cotton  Gia 
Port,  on  the  Tombigbee,  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
Muscle  Shoals,  on  Tennessee  river. —  Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  from   the   Committee  on   the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  prescribe  the  mode  of 


sbi  jld  not  be  protected;  that  persons  who.  under  authenticating  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judi- 
sa*  'fion  of  our'  laws,  have  forsworn  foreign  alle-  ,  cial  proceedings,  of  the  several  States,  and  for  de- 
gii  .ge,  and  become  citizens,  should  not  be  pro-  ;  daring  tile  effect  of  certain  judicial  proceedings; 
te«]  eil  while  fighting  under  our  banners  beyond  I  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
ou<  territorial  limits.  If  this  doctrine  was  enter-  i  mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
lai^  ?il  by  the  gentleman,  he  hoped  it  was  confined  '  On  motion  of  .Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York,  the 
toSijiiself  and  had  not  many  advocates,  even  in  |  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed   to 


hi; 


party.'  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 

ASTON,  not  imputing  to  Mr.  Eppes  the  j  for  the  better  organization  of  the  district  court  for 
I   of  any  peisonal  allusion  to  him  in  his  |  the  New  York  district,  and  that  they  have  leave 


rks  on   what   he   called    the  pusillanimous 

[of  the  Ijegislaiure  of  Maryland,  explained 
\i  he  had  iileant  on  that  subject ;  not  that  his 
i(ituents  feared  Co  meet  the  enemy  in  fight, 
ftjiey  feared  the  progress  of  a  system  of  cold- 

i|ed  retaliaiion,  itie  idea  of  which  must  make 
al  Liien  of  hun(iane  or  generous  feelings  shudder. 

he  question  was  then  taken  on  printing  the 


to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  return  to  their  oun  districts  of  ves- 
sels detained  by  the  Embargo  in  districts  other 
than  those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or 
belong. — The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  certain  articles,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses (prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  manu- 
factures of  any  description,  and  of  the  article  of 
rum,  altogether)  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  P^oreign  Relations. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act 
allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners  and  crews  of 
private  armed  vessels,  wa?  twice  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Philip 
Le  Due.  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LovETT.  of  New  York,  after  some  verbal 
explanation  of  his  object,  which  sufficiently  ap- 
pears from  his  motion,  moved  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution  to  the  following  effect: 

Jiesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  John  Clark,  a  Midshipman 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was  slain  on  board 
the  Scorpion,  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Oliver  H.  Perry,  in  the  action 
with  a  liritish  squadron  on  Lake  Eric,  on  the  10th  of 
September  last;  and,  if  so,  to  report  to  this  House  the 
reasons,  if  any,  why  equal  honors  should  not  be  be- 
stowed upon  the  services  and  memory  of  said  John 
Clark,  as  upon  those  of  other  otficers  of  like  rank, 
who  fell  in  that  battle. 

After  some  explanatory  conversation  betweeen 
Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  who  disavowed 
for  the  committee  any  intention  to  slight  the 
memory  of  any  one  who  had  fallen  on  that 
memorable  occasion,  and  Mr.  Lovett,  the  mover 
agreed  that  his  motion  for  the  present  should  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  attaching  to  the 
Canton  district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  ;  volunteers, 
land  lying  between  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erieand  the  Connecticut  Reserve  ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

COMPEfNS.\TION  OF  MILITIA. 
Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Kentucky,  made  a  report,  and  also  re- 
ported a  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  militia  slain,  and  for  mili- 
tia disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 


H.  or  R. 


into  the  expediency  of  altering  it.  Your  committee, 
however,  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  their  convictior* 
that  the  provision,  whatever  be  the  amount  of  it, 
ought  to  be  general.  Partial  provisions  adapted  to 
the  merits  of  particular  cases,  as  they  arise,  would 
be  inconsistent  with  mihtary  usage,  with  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
would  give  rise  to  jealousy  and  discontent;  the  perfec- 
tion of  human  wisdom  and  justice  could  not  so  appor- 
tion pecuniary  reward  to  military  service,  as  to  pre- 
vent this  evil.  The  committee,  therefore,  cannot  re- 
commend to  the  House  to  consider  of  the  expediency 
of  granting  augmented  com{>ensation  to  particular 
corps,  who  may  have  performed  distinguished  services. 
Among  those  who,  during  the  j)resent  war,  stand  pre- 
eminent in  this  respect,  are  the  gallant  volunteers  of 
Kentucky.  The  alacrity  with  which  they  repaired  to 
the  standard  of  their  country ;  the  zeal  and  firmness 
with  which  they  persevered  through  a  toilsome  service, 
no  less  than  the  glorious  and  successful  issue  of  that 
service,  give  the  volunteers  a  just  title  to  the  liberality 
and  gratitude  of  Congress.  Your  committee,  however, 
whilst  they  concede  to  those  claims  a  compensation 
for  property  lost,  and  a  provision  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  who  have  be<;n  killed,  or  have  died, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  cannot,  consistently 
with  their  opinion  of  the  public  welfare,  recommend 
an  increased  compensation,  proportioned  to  extraordi- 
nary military  services. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
retain  in  service  certain  volunteer  corps. 

Mr.  Thoup  stated  the  object  and  design  of  this 
bill.  By  a  law  passed  in  1812,  the  President  was 
authorized  to  accept  the  service  of  fifty  thousand 
Under  this  law,  as  many  men  as 
made  up  about  six  regiments,  had  been  called  into 
actual  service,  viz  :  one  regiment  in  New  Hampv- 
shire  and  Maine,  two  in  New  York,  one  regiiiient 
partly  organized  in  Virginia,  two  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi  Territory.  Their 
terms  of  service  were  daily  expiring — but  a  cer- 
tain number  yet  remained  in  service.  It  had 
been  understood  that  a  certain  portion  of  them, 
amounting  to  perhaps  a  thousand  men,  were  wil- 
ling to  engage  to  serve  during  the  war  under  their 
own  ofl[icers.  Many  of  the  officers  had  proved 
themselves  worthy,  and  entitled  themselves  to  the 
approbation  of  the  Government.     The  object  of 


That  a  bill  has  been  reported,  providing  compensa-  j  this  bill  was  to  enable  the  Government  to  accept 
tion  for  horses  killed  in  battle,  or  lost  in  the  service  of  |  the  services  of  such  men  as  were  thus  disposed  to 
the  United    States;  that  a  bill    is  herewith    reported,  i  serve  durint^  the  war. 


making  provision  for  the  representatives  of  militia  killed, 
or  who  have  died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ; 
that,  with  respect  to  so  much  of  the  memorial  as  prays 
compensation  proportioned  to  extraordinary  services 
and  sacrifices,  your  committee  respectfully  submit,  that 
militia  cavalry,  or  mounted  volunteers,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  are  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  sub- 
sistence, and  forage,  as  cavalry  in  the  regular  army, 
and  are  moreover  entitled  to  40  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  and  risk  of  horses,  when  furnished  by  themselves. 
The  committee  express  no  opinion  of  the  reasonable- 
ness or  adequacy  of  this  compensation  ;  they  find  for 
the  compensation  of  militia  service  a  general  legal  pro- 
vision existing,  and  they  are  not  instructed  to  inquire 


No  objection  being  made,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  Connecticut,  then  objected 
to  granting  in  this  manner  a  vague  and  unlimited 
authority  to  the  Government,  still  further  to  in- 
crease the  Army.  He  had  hoped  they  had  no  in- 
clination to  call  for  further  force,  and  unrestricted 
as  this  bill  was  he  could  not  vote  for  it.  He  re- 
peated the  sentiment  he  had  expressed  the  other 
day,  that  if  we  were  to  have  an  army,  he  wished 
it  to  bean  efficient  one.  and  such  a  one  as  should 
do  honor  to  the  nation.  But  he  could  not  see  the 
necessity  for  this  bill  in  its  present  shape. 
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f  arious  tnoMdments  were  proposed  by  Messrs. 
TA.tMADGE.  Pickering,  and  Bigelow.  the  object 
oflliich  were  to  limit  the  force  thus  to  he  re- 
ta  Jfd  10  such  volunteers  as  were  actually  in  ser- 
vi*.  'o  a  limited  number,  dec,  all  of  which  were 
rcifc-'ted.  bein?  opposed  by  Messrs.  Troup,  Hcm- 
:ys,  and  Alexander,  as  unnecessary,  as  the 
isions  of  the   bill   could  only  embrace  the 

tved  objecr.  to  retain  in  service  as  many  vol- 

fers  now  actually  organized  and  serving,  as 

Iconsent  l^  serve  during  the  war. 

;.i  one  aniendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Tall- 
Mi^pcE.  to  add  a  proviso  :  "  That  the  whole  nura- 
bei*o  to  be  called  into  service  should  not  exceed 
on«  thousand  i  men."  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ta- 
kei  and  the'.e  were — for  the  amendment  42, 
ag^nst  it  82,  iis  follows: 

t^>9 — MeMii.  Baylv  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd, 
BrM^Hury,  ChaippJon,  Cilley,  Cooper.  Culpeper,  Dav- 
e/i}&rt,  Dewey.?  Ely,  Gcddes,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hopkins 
;w  York,  h[<jwell,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  McKec,  Moffit, 
fi;oniery,  .Miirkell,  Moseley,  Pickering,  Post,  Wm. 
Ridgely, wiuggies,  Schureman.  Shipherd,  Smith 
irw  York.'Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Voae, 
Jaton,  Whitj;,  U  ilcox,  and  Winter. 
iTs — Messi'fi,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  .\very, 
Barnett,  tJowcn,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  But- 
ualdwell,  ('bappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Jjct,  Conaru;  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis 
Fennsylvaniu,  Desha,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow,  Find- 
leyj  f isk  of  Vvrmont,  Fisk  of  Xcw  York,  Forney, 
FoiWh.  FrankUni,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
dinXC^riffin,  HalJ,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
geiBiil,  Ingersoil,  Irring,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Ker- 
sh&fr,  Kilbourn^  King  of  N.  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyie, 
1^)0,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Newton, 
liby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
[iijiylvania,  Ithea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roans,  Rob- 
n,  Sage,  Sfcv'ier,  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  ol  Penn- 
inia,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Taylor, 
Hit,   Troup.    Udree,    Ward   of  New   Jersey,  and 

'he  bill  w<if.s  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  t  ird  reading;. 

ARMY  CONTRACTORS,  «Scc. 
j.  Fisk.  o<'  New  York,  adverting  to  a  report 
fro  I. the  Secr^tary  of  War,  on  the  table,  respect- 
in  jhe  unseized  accounts  in  the  War  Depart- 
XU'.  '>\t  said  thr(t  the  report  called  the  attention  of 
ihj  House  td  the  expediency  of  making  some 
sions  in  order  to  secure  the  punctual  per- 
ce  of  the   public   business  and    the  more 


"5  f*> 

)r4k|su 


Casting 


peA'4ct  accountability  of  public  agents, 
hi;  e^es  over  l/iese  statements,  he  perceived  one 
C3(  e  not  noticed,  which  had  fallen  under  his  own 
ob]  ervaiion.  He  all uded  to  the  manner  in  which 
th(  public  moHeys  were  employed  in  purchasing 
su  pjies.  He  stated  a  particular  case,  that  had 
oc  uVred  at  BUck  Rock  ;  although  the  contractor 
w  ;.  prepared  <o  furnish  the  necessary  supplies, 
th»^  (ommatidiing  General  had  ordered  his  issuing 
ccli^nissariei  ijo  purchase  supplies  to  the  amount 
ofllrirtv  thousSind  dollars,  which  were  transport- 
ecjlto  Black  Kock.  where  they  remained  from 
Diember,  ISI.2.  until  they  were  destroyed  in  the 


late  conflagration.  To  in.stiiute  a  general  inquiry 
into  this  subject,  Mr.  F.  offered  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
in  what  manner  the  contracts  for  supplying  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  have  been  made  and  executed, 
and  to  what  extent  the  General  Officers  have  interfered 
in  such  contracts  prejudicially  to  the  public  interest 
and  the  rights  of  individuals. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  having  inquired 
the  particular  object  of  the  mover,  and  whether 
his  motion  included  cases  in  which  higher  prices 
had  been  paid  by  the  purchasing  commissaries 
than  was  usual  or  proper — 

Mr.  Fi3K  stated  his  object  to  be,  to  ascertain 
whether  further  provision  was  not  necessary  to 
secure  the  accountability  of  public  agents  in- 
trusted with  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
particularly  in  relation  to  the  contracts  for  sup- 
plying the  Army;  and  to  restrain  commanding 
officers  from  appointing  issuing  commissaries  to 
furnish  duplicates  of  supplies  already  furnished 
by  other  persons  according  to  previous  contract. 
As  the  law  now  stood,  commanding  officers  were 
clothed  with  a  general  authority,  without  restric- 
tion, or  personal  or  pecuniary  responsibility,  to 
appoint  additional  commissaries.  In  his  opinion, 
the  motion  did  embrace  the  case  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  this  motion,  but  he  suggested  whether 
the  main  object  of  providing  a  remedy  for  the 
evil  could  be  attained  unless  the  committee  were 
authorized  to  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  expressed  his  satis- 
faction at  this  motion,  for  he  was  convinced  there 
was  something  wrong  in  the  existing  provisions 
on  this  subject.  A  case  had  occurred  in  Ver- 
mont, and  created  some  dissatisfaction  there,  ia 
which  a  contractor  who  had  engaged  to  supply 
the  United  States  troops,  was  ready,  as  he  repre- 
sented, to  furnish  the  necessary  supplies;  the 
General  commanding  conceived  he  had  a  power, 
whether  there  had  or  had  not  been  a  failure  of 
the  contracts,  to  appoint  issuing  commissaries, 
and  had  done  so.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  also  heard 
of  other  cases  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  The 
public  interest,  he  thought,  must  suffer  from  col- 
lisions between  the  contractors  and  issuing  com- 
missaries making  purchases  under  the  authority 
of  the  General  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  hoped  the  resolution 
would  pass,  but  on  diflerent  grounds  from  those 
assigned.  He  thought  that  contractors  had  more 
frequently  failed  in  their  duty  than  Generals  had 
done  injury  by  taking  the  supplies  out  of  their 
hands.  He  spoke  from  evidence,  that  such  had 
been  the  conduct  of  contractors,  on  important 
stations,  that  the  Army  was  not  supplied.  On 
this  subject,  he  had  received  a  letter  from  one  of 
the  aids  of  Gen.  Floyd,  which  he  read,  stating, 
in  substance,  that  no  more  volunteers  could  be 
obtained  unless  a  stronger  assurance  was  given 
the   necessary  supplies  being  furnished;  that 


ot 


no  army  ought  to  be  placed  in  a  situation  of  de- 
pendence on  contractors  for  supplies;  that  three 
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thousand  brave  and  patriotic  men  had  languished 
for  five  months,  not  from  any  fault  of  tlie  Gene- 
ral, but  from  the  conduct  of  a  "speculating,  rascal- 
ly contractor."  When  these  troops  iiad  achieved 
a  victory  against   the   savage   foe,  which  would 


the  lands  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  State, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguished,  and 
for  which  grants  have  issued,  to  be  re-surveyed, 
so  as  to  identify  and  perpetuate  the  claims  of 
individuals  thereto.  Also,  that  they  procure  the 
have  done  honor  to  any  troop.s,  it  was  at  the  risk  1  passage  of  a  law  of  Congress  authorizing  the  per- 
of  starvation,  and  they  remained  on  the  ground  I  fecting  titles  to  land  to  which  the  Indian  title  is 
without  being  able  to  march  from  it  for  the  want  ]  extinguished.  South  and  West  of  the  Congress- 
of  supplies.     Mr.  H.  feared  the   resolve  did  not  i  ional  reservation  line. 

go  far  enough,  however,  unless  it  authorized  the  I  Ordered,  That  the  first  of  said  resolutions  be 
committee  to  propose  to  the  House  a  remedy  for  ]  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  that  the 
ihe  evil.  I  second  and  third  of  the  said  resolutions  be  referred 

Mr.  SHEFFEY.of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  think  |  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
the  motion  went  far  enough.     He  had  no  doubt,        A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


it  would  appear,  on  examination,  that  in  one  case 
at  least,  where  a  General  Officer  had  directed  sup- 
plies to  be  purchased,  and  the  account  therefor 
was  settled  at  the  War  Department,  that  twelve 
or  fourteen  dollars  per  barrel  had  been  allowed 
for  flour;  and  the  contractor  had  produced  evi- 
dence that,  instead  of  twelve  or  fourteen  dollars, 
this  commissary  had  not  paid  more  than  seven 
or  eight  dollars  per  barrel.  The  inquiry,  there- 
fore, it  appeared  to  him,  ought  to  be  extended  to 
the  conduct  of  these  purchasing  commissaries. 

Mr.  Fi3K  thought  the  terms  sufficiently  com- 
prehensive to  combine  all  that  gentlemen  wished. 

The  resolution,  however,  was  so  amended  as  to 
authorize  the  committee  to  report  by  bill  or  oth- 
erwise ;  and  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to  with- 
out opposition. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Bradley.  Mr. 
Sheffey,  Mr.  Miller,  and  Mr.  Hall,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 


Friday,  February  4. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  requesting  the 
representation  from  that  State  to  endeavor  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  appropriaiins  a  sum 
of  money  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  safe 
navigation  of  the  river  Tennessee,  in  the  Muscle 
Shoals. — Referred  to  the  Committee  ol  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Rhea  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  requesting 
the  representation  from  that  State  to  procure  a 
road  to  be  opened  from  the  town  of  Reynoldsburg, 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  through  the  Chickasaw 
and  Choctaw  nations  of  Indians,  to  intersect  t.^e 
road  from  Calberi's  Ferry  to  Natchez,  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Mr.  Rhea  also  presented  sundry  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  ot  Tennessee,  request- 
ing the  representation  from  that  State  to  procure 
the  extinguishmeDt  of  the  Indian  title  within  the 
chartered  limits  of  their  State,  making  the  west- 
ern boundary  the  Mississippi  river;  if  not,  so 
much  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  Slate,  as 
will  make  the  river  Tennessee  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  that  Slate,  and  the  Chick- 
asaw and  Cherokee  Indians.  Also,  in  the  event 
an  extinguishment  cannot  be  obtained,  that  they 
use  their  endeavors  to  obtaia  somemeans  whereby 


that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Stothard  and  Josiah  Siarkey,  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  revising  and  amending  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
passed  for  the  same  purpose,"  and  approved  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1811,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  ^c..  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
present  a  sword  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  Mid- 
shipman John  Clark,  who  was  slain  gallantly  com- 
batting the  enemy  in  the  glorious  battle  on  Lake  Erie, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Perry,  and  to  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  deep  regret  which  Congress  feels  for 
the  loss  of  that  brave  officer. 

The  resolve  was  twice  read,  and  was  subse- 
quently ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Stothart  and  Josiah  Starkey,  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  respecting  the  abili- 
ty, &,c..  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  to  make  payment  therefor; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

,  The  engrossed  bill  '"  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  retain  in  service  certaiQ 
volunteer  corps,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  without  debate,  and  without  a  division. 

The  engrossed  bill  further  to  extend  the  time  . 
of  payment  to   purchasers  of  public   lands,  was  ; 
read  a  third   time,  this  being  the  day  to  which 
it  had  been  postponed. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for 
the  purpose  of  reducing  the  extension  of  lime 
from  three  years  to  one  year,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  propriety  of  extending  relief 
to  those  also  whose  lands  have  within  a  few 
days  reverted  to  the  United  States,  He  had  no 
objection  to  affording  these  persons  a  reasonable 
indulgence  ;  but  so  long  an  indulgence  was  un- 
necessary, and  he  doubted  not  would  prove  inju- 
rious to  the  public  interest. 
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motiqO  was  warmly  opposed  by  Messrs, 

M  Kee.  of  Kfjitucky,  Jennings,  of  Indiana.  Lat- 
Ti  i(>RE,  of  Mississippi,  and  Farrow,  of  Soutli 
C  rplina  ;  anj  was  supported  by  Messrs.  FoR- 
s^  r».  o(  Geyigia.  and  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut. 
T  ejmotion  whs  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and 
th    fjill  recon.r:iitted. 

)j  motion  (if  Mr.  Ormsby,  of  Kentucky,  the 
bi|  ior  the  relief  of  Mary  Wells  passed  through 
a  ilojnmitlee  ijif  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
bt^'ijgrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

i»i|  motion  «f  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  notes  of 
ba|kfi,  bankers;  dec,  passed  through  a  Com  mi  tee 
oflh;e  Wholej  and  was.  after  being  amended,  or- 
de    'i  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ij  motion  (jif  Mr,  Archer,  of  Maryland,  the 
for  the   rilief  of  William    Piatt  was  passed 
ugh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered 
to   «q  engross^  for  a  third  reading. 

;  'he  House  ahen.  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKee. 
of,  Kentucky,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  he  Who!'';  on  the  bill  this  day  referred  to 
itjfjwending  rlje  lime  of  payment  to  purchasers 
of  Jublic  lantfc.  Amendments  were  proposed  to 
it,  766tricting,  its  provisions,  by  Mr.  Forsyth. 
~-"  '  gave^^tse  to  animated  debate,  in  which 
rs.  McK»:€,  Lattimore,  and  Robertson. 
,  ^  .  ?d,  and  Mr-  Forsyth  supported  the  amend 
m»^ts  ;  whicl)»  were  agreed  to  m  Committee,  but. 
onf-eing  repojied  to  the  House,  were  disagreed 
l().|  And  the  f.nll,  as  it  first  stood,  was  then  read 
a  tfird  time,  .-jud  passed. 

\  I  Jr?.\TIONAL  B.WK. 

^5^,  CALHoiN.of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
the-Wommitte-  of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from 
the*  farther  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Coiiniiltee  o(?  Ways  and  Means  on  the  petition 
froii'New  Ytyrk  for  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 
liofc)  Bank,  i.id  that  the  same  be  recommitted 
to  fhi?  same  committee,  with  a  view  of  making 
a  IJr^ber  motjon  on  that  subject. — Agreed  to. 

ft^.  C.  theq  said  that  it  would  be' found  that 
th^^^Oomraittt^e  of  Ways  and  Means  had  decided 
ag(  list  that  Report,  on  the  ground  ot  unconsti- 
tu|  jjiality  ofJestablishing  such  a  bank  as  that 
asl<  '(j  for  in  Ithe  petition.  Mr.  C.  wished  to  in- 
st^  i(;t  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
en  yiof  establishing  a  National  Bank  within  the 
Di;  i^ict  of  C(^fumbi!i,  the  power  to  do  which  it 
cot  cj  not  be  qpubted  came  within  the  Constitu- 
tic  a|l  powers^gf  Congress.  For  all  practicable 
pu  jpses  he  Jiflieved  such  a  bank  would  be  as 
ns^  i/J  as  that  which  was  proposed.  To  conne  at 
hi!^  )(»ject,  Mr,  C.  proposed  the  following  motion  : 

^r^olved,  T\M  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  ^Aructed  ta  inquirr-  »nto  the  expediency  of  estab- 
hsWiiit  a  Natioijal  Bank,  to  be  located  in  the  District 
of  Jidumbia.    ' 

'he  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
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16.  Grosv|woh.  of  New  York,  moved  for  the 
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s|deration|of  the  resolution  now  lying  on  the 
e.  (offeredjCi  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Ruberts, 

» 
i 


of  Pennsylvania.)  to  inquire  how  a  certain  trans- 
lation of  a  letter  addressed  by  General  Turreau 
to  the  late  Secretary  of  State  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  A.  C.  Hanson,  a  member  of  this 
Houie. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated  that 
the  author  of  that  motioQ  (Mr.  Roberts)  was 
now  absent  from  his  seat,  he  believed  from  indis- 
position, and  suggested  whether  it  would  be 
proper  on  that  account  to  press  the  motion. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said  he  should  not  press  it 
now  but  for  con.>^iderations  of  an  urgent  nature 
which  made  it  his  duty  to  do  so.  As  to  the  ob- 
jection to  taking  it  up,  under  the  circumstances 
stated,  it  was  certainly  not  as  great  an  indelicacy 
as  was  the  proposition  of  the  motion  itself,  by 
the  mover,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hanson  from 
the  House. 

The  question  on  proceeding  now  to  consider 
said  resolution  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
yeas  and  nays— for  its  consideration  60,  against 
It  80.  * 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  said  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  resolution  which,  after  a  very  brief  expla- 
nation, he  felt  incumbent  on  him  to  submit  to 
the  House.  It  would  be  recollected,  he  s^aid, 
that  some  days  ago.  during  his  absence  from  the 
House,  a  resoluiion  had  been  introduced  by  a 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  containing  an  in- 
sidious and  direct  implication  against  the  honor 
and  veracity  of  a  member  of  this  House.  It  was 
at  that  time  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  but  not 
without  a  pledge  from  gentlemen  to  take  it  up 
and  act  on  it  whenever  the  pressing  business  of 
the  House  did  not  longer  interfere  to  prevent  its 
discussion.  Now.  as  the  character  of  a  member 
was  implicated  in  that  transaction,  this  subject 
ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  lie  one  hour  longer  on 
the  table,  and  with  his  consent  it  should  no? sleep 
another  minute.  His  own  honor,  the  dignity  of 
this  honorable  body,  the  deeply  wounded  honor 
and  reputation  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  all  uni- 
ted to  forbid  any  attempt  to  delay  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject.  It  was  but  rea- 
sonable, Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  should  have  an  im- 
mediate opportunity  to  disprove  a  false  and  ca- 
lumnious imputation.  With  these  observations 
he  submitted  the  following  re.solution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  on  the day  of 

will  receive  testimony  at  the  bar  of  this  House  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  translation  of  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Turreau,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  or  about 
the  14th  day  of  June.  1809,  came  into  the  possession 
of  A.  C.  Hanson,  a  member  of  this  House,  and  also 
of  the  time  ard  manner  whei.  the  original  wa«  with- 
drawn from  the  Department  of  State. 

The  question  of  proceeding  to  consider  the 
said  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  navs— for 
consideration  66,  against  it  82,  as  follows: 

"i  E*»— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cor, 
^ulpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Mausachusetts,  Dewey, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Coldsborough.  (Jrosvenor, 
Hanson,  Hopkins  of  New  York.  Howell,  Hungerford, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
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Ma8earhu(»etL<,  Law,  LcfferUj,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  1 
Miiler,  Monit,  Moscley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Keed,  William  Reed,  Rnige-  , 
ly,  Ruggles,  f^chureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Star- 
ges,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chuielU",  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson 
ol  Masaachusetui,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

IVats — Meaara.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  .\ve- 
ry,  Bard.  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Butler,  Caldwell.  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Com- 
stock.  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford.  Crei^hton,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyellcs,  Desha,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fink  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Franklin.  Cholson,  Glasgow,  Griflin.  Grundy, 
Uar'ru,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  In- 
gersoll, Ingham.  Irving,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn,  King  of  North  Carolina.  LowndcP,  Lyie,  Mc- 
Coy,.McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  .Montgomery,  Murfree. 
Nelson,  Newton.  Ormsby.  Parker,  Pickens,  Pii)er, 
Pleasants,  Rca  of  Pennsylvania.  Rhoa  of  Tennessee, 
Rich.  Roane,  Robertson.  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  Pennsvlvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tavlor,  Telfair,  Idrce,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of   Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Bo  the  Houje   refused  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  TROPHIES. 

Mr.  Seybert.  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  20th  of  December  last,  -'to  inquire  into 
the  present  condition  and  distribution  of  the  flags, 
standard--,  and  colors,  which  have  been  taken  by 
the  forces  of  the  United  States  from  their  enemies.  I 
made  a  report ;  wlwch  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
directing  them  "  to  inquire  into  the  present  condition  ' 
and  dispoailion  of  the  tiags,  standards,  and  colors,  which 
have  been  taken  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
from  their  enemies;  and  whether  it  would  be  expe- I 
dent  to  make  any  provision  in  relation  to  them,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.''  report  : 

That   the    collection,   preservation    and    exhibition 
of  such  flags,  standards,    and    colors,  as    have    been 
taken    by   the  land  and   naval  forces  of  the   United 
Sutes  from  their  enemies,  is  sanctioned  by  the  practice 
of  European  nations,  and  more  especially  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  (Joiigress  of  our  Revolution.     It  is  be- 
lieved there  cannot  be  a  ditferencc  of  opinion  on  this 
■object ;  it  is  natural  to  rejoice  at  the  victorien  and  the 
glory  ofour  country .   In  Europe,  the  trophies  which  have 
been  gained  in  war,  arc  preserved  with  uncommon  care. 
As  monuments  of  national  power  they  have  ever  been 
cherished   by  all  civilized  nations.     In   England  they 
are  highly  priced.     Not  content  that  they  should  con- 
stitute the   ornaments   of  their   military    institutions, 
such  standards  are  deemed  proper  subjects  for  the  de- 
corations of  the  temples  which  they  have  consecrated 
to  the  purposes  of  religious  worship  ;  the  sacred  chap- 
els, in  common  with  the  royal  palaces,  are  the  places 
in  which  arc  displayed  to  every  subject   and  traveller 
the  banners  which  the  British  forces   have  won   from 
their  enemies.      It  must  be  recollected,  that  the  stand- 
ard of  our  fourth  regiment  of  infantry,  which  the  en- 
emy received  at  the  lamenuble  surrender  of  Detroit, 
was  in  haste  conveyed  to  Europe.     Immediately  after 
ita  arrival  in   London,  the  public  prints  informed  us, 
that  it  waa  triumphantly   displayed   in   the    Council 
Chamber  at  Whitehall.     Such  is  the  British  practice. 


In  France,  the  galleries  of  Notre  Dame  arc  blazoned 
with    these    splendid    trophies.      The    chapel    of   the 
Hotel  of  the   Invalided,  is  richly  embellished,  and  ex- 
hibits, to  numerous  visiters,  the  many  standards  which 
that  gigantic  Power  has,  at  diflerent  times,  taken  from 
its  enemies.     It  affords  no  common  satisfaction  to  the 
disabled  tar,  or  the  superannuated  soldier,  when  he  in- 
forms the  inquisitive  stranger  that  he  gloriously  fought 
in  the  battle   which  may  have  gained  some  of  them. 
For  the  time  he  forgets  his  former  sufferings,  and  his 
present  disabled  condition  ;  his  consolation  rests  upon 
the   power  and   glory  of  his  country,  so  fully  demon- 
strated  by  the   sight  of  the  numerous  ensigns  which 
were  taken  from  other  nations.     Other  instances,  in 
favor  of  the  practice,  could  have  been  furnished  ;  but 
your  committee  are   persuaded,  that  the  order  of  the 
illustrious  Congress  ofour  Revolution  alone,  will  jua- 
tify  the  propositions  which  they  intend  to  submit  for 
Legislative  consideration.    As  early  as  the  23d  of  June, 
1778,  it  was  "  Kesohed,  That  the  Bo.-ird  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  collect  the  standards  and  colors  taken  from 
the  enemy,  by  the  Army  of  the  United   Sutes,  since 
the  commencement   of  war."     Had  this  order  been 
strictly  observed,  and  somewhat  extended,  the  present 
proceedings   would   be    unnecessary.      Far   from    any 
regulations  having  been  adopted,  in  pursuance  of  the 
recited  resolution,  your  committee  lament  the  peculiar 
negligence  which  ensued.    The  SecreUry  of  War  now 
tells  us,  that  of  the  standards  and  colors  which  were 
taken   by  the  Army  of  the  United   States,  during  the 
war  of  the   Revolution,  only  "ix  remain  in  his  of!\ce. 
He    cannot  give   any  information  concerning  others,; 
even  their  place  of  deposite  is  unknown  to  the  Depart- 
ment!    The   Navy  Department  possesses   no  know- 
ledge of  any  flags   which  are   Uken  "anterior  to  the 
declaration  of  the   present  war."     Such  as  have  been 
captured,  with  the  pubhc   armed  ships  of  the  enemy, 
subsequent  to   the    18th  of  June,   1812,  "have  beat 
carefully  preserved."     Thirteen  of  them  have  been  al- 
ready received,  as  will  more  fully  appear   by  the  an- 
nexed statement  :  of  these,  three  belonged  to  the  heavy 
frigates  of  the  enemy,  viz  :  the  Gucrriere,  Macedonian, 
and  Java.     The  Navy  Department  is  also  in  (HJSBeasion 
of  a  Royal  Sundard  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  taken 
at  York,  and  a  Union  Jack  and  flag,  which  were  cap- 
tured at  Fort  George.     The  flags  of  five  small  vessels 
which  were  captured,  have  not  been  received.     Your 
committee  regret  that  the  Journals  of  Congress  do  not 
exhibit  statements  of  all  standards   and  colors  which 
were  taken  during  our   Revolution   by  the   Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United   Sutes.     The  early  attention  of 
the  Legislature  to  this  subject  inclines  them  to  believe 
they  were  very  numerous.     The  capture  of  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  alone   furnished   twenty-four  of  them.     In   all 
probability,  as  many  were  Uken  with  General   Bur- 
goyne. 

By  some  the  exhibitions  which  are  contemplated  may 
be  considered  as  too  trivial  for  legislative  provision. 
Your  committee  would  coincide  with  them  in  this  opin- 
ion, did  the  practice  only  afford  a  momentary  gratifi- 
cation to  the  curious.  Experience  must  have  Uught 
European  Governments  that  national  benefits  were  de- 
rived from  the  course  which  they  have  adopted.  It  is 
presumed  that  essential  consequences  proceed  from  the 
practice,  more  esf)ecially  when  a  nation  shall  be  en- 
gaged in  war.  Such  trophies  excite  the  spirit  of  a  na- 
tion ;  the  result  is  national  character.  The  arrival  of 
an  enemy's  flag  is  sufficient  to  rouse  the  population  of 
London  or  Pans.  On  such  occasions  the  finest  na- 
tional feelings  are  developed  ;  and  to  the  honor  of  oar 
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fellf  v^citixena  hi  it  Mid,  they  have  not  been  found  to 
wai  this  gpecir^  of  national  sensibility  when  the  flags 
oft    i  Guemerei  Macetionian,  and  Java,  <Scc.  were  ex- 


approve  the  labored  calculation  of  the  enemy ;  with 
her  confound  reason  and  common  sense,  and  attribute 
i  uuemerej  .naceuonian,  ano  Java,  occ.  were  ex-  simple  truths  to  fallacious  causes?  or  shall  we  give 
bib  (I  to  ihem.^  It  wa*  indilVerent  whether  they  con-  into  a  practice  so  generally  cherished  by  other  nations  ? 
sid.  l'(3  thrmsel^es  of  t!ie  war  or  of  the  peace  party,  Our  successes  on  the  ocean  constitute  the  pride  of  our 
eac."  was  ambitious  to  rank  the  victor  with  himself,  i  country;  they  have  secured  to  us  the  respect  of  foreign 
ThAaational  tas^e  and  propensity  is  strongly  marked  !  nations.  In  Europe  wc  again  hold  that  rank  which 
^ei  oagernes^  with  which  all  view  representations  |  our  ancestors  had  obtained  by  their  many  hard  fought 
it  late  unpi|rallellcil  naval  victories.  If,  then,  the  '  conflicts,  which  we  had  nearly  forfeited,  iiave  we 
ti|  genius  ci"  the  p.iinter  can  thus  excite  our  na-  not  accomplished  more  than  did  Spain  with  her  "in- 
|,  fn  ay  we  rot  look  for  much  more  when  we  have  vincible  Armadas,"  than  did  Holland  with  her  De 
[bksical  faci  placed  before  us  instead  of  fancy?  Witts,  Van  Trompn,  and  De  Kuyters;  than  France 
-'flags,  thenrophies  won  by  our  gallant  tars,  dem-  could  achieve  when  she  was  in  the  zenith  of  her  naval 
onstlile  to  us  a|id  the  world,  that  the  invincibility  of  power;  than  did  Great  Britain  with  her  Nelsons,  Rod- 
._ J  ^Mitish  navM  power  has  been  very  much  exagger-  neys,  Howe«,  and  St.  Vincents?  The  naval  annals  of 
atefl!  j  In  battlciwill  the  recollection  of  them  sustain  England  furnish  no  instance  in  which  every  vexcel  be 
our't^iilors,  anti:  impart  additional  skill  and  valor  in  >  longing  to  a  hostile  fleet  was  captured, 
supjjit  of  the  iause  of  our  country.  The  value  of  i  Some  may  doubt  our  possessing  a  number  of  stand- 
star^Jijjrds  does  n|)t  depend  upon  the  gaudy  colors  which  |  ards  sufllcient  to  warrant  their  public  exhibition.  Had 
Icjxhibit,  nojmore  than  upon  the  nature  of  the  stuff  t  we  but  few  of  them  we  should  not  deny  our  sanction 
Ihjch  they  n/iy  be  fabricated.     They  have  been,  at  |  to  the  principle.     Vour  committee  regret  that  special 


<ix  Dt    ine   pr<|uu 
[J  j  too  oftcnSis 
A  In  Europij,  w 
tl.^L'ale,  thou  h 


order  had  not  been  taken  by  Congress  immediately 
after  the  receipt  of  the  flrst  present  of  this  kind  ;  we 
allude  to  the  colors  which  were  taken  by  General 
Montgomery  from  the  7th  British  regiment,  at  Cham- 
blee,  on  the  I8th  of  October,  1775.  The  French  pride 
themselves  on  their  ability  to  exhibit  the  two  which 
they  have  taken  from  our  present  enemy;  for  so  lately 
as  the  year  1800,  they  had  only  two  of  the  naval  flags 
of  Great  Britain.  Though  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partmenta  can  immediately  furnish  but  twenty  or 
twenty-five  of  these  flags,  it  is  probable  the  place  of 
deposiie  will  be  ascertained,  so  as  to  put  within  our 
power  many  of  those  which  were  gained  during  our 
Revolution.  Where  are  those  which  were  won  during 
our  dispute  with  France  in  1798?  The  same  may 
be  asked  of  those  which  the  defeats  of  Dcrne  and 
Tripoli  should  furnish.  The  only  object  which  re« 
mains  for  consideration  is  the  place  most  proper  for  the 
exhibition. 

ThiF  should  be  public  and  easy  of  access,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  should  be  perfectly  secure  from  vil- 
lanous  attempts.  These  flags  should  be  placed  so  as 
to  be  seen  by  every  citizen  who  might  wish  to  observe 
them.  It  will  be  of  advantage  that  they  should  be  no- 
ticed by  every  foreigner  who  may  visit  the  United 
States.  Can  any  objection  be  made  to  the  spacious 
national  apartmentjj  which  are  devoted  to  legislative 
purposes?  What  ornaments  can  be  more  suitable? 
Go  abroad,  and  you  may  see  the  walls  cf  the  British 
House  of  Lords  decorated  with  representations  of  some 
of  the  celebrated  battles  which  were  fought  by  the 
troops  of  Great  Britain.  At  home  we  find  the  princi- 
ple already  established  by  one  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  United  States:  in  the  Senate  Chamber  we 
observe  engravings  of  some  of  the  battles  of  our  Revo- 
lution ;  and  had  time  allowed  the  execution  of  the 
original  design  of  the  architect,  the  precedent  would 
have  had  existence  in  the  Chamber  of  the  RepresenU- 
tives  of  the  United  States.  It  was  contemplated  that 
the  frieze,  over  the  capiuls  of  the  Corinthian  columns 
•nemy,  be  the  same?  Is  not  the  preservation  of  j  which  sustain  the  dome,  should  present,  in  relievo,  a 
Jlags  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  people  of  the  |  regular  series  of  the  battles  which  secured  our  inde- 
Jil  Stales?*  Are  the  achievements  of  that  gallant  j  pendence.  Such  decorations  might  gratily  the  artist, 
navy,  whifh  a  few  months  ago  was  the  object  of'  and  alTord  an  opportunity  to  display  his  talents;  but 

deriion  with  ihj-  statesmen  and  the  people  of  England,  |  in  a  national  vi^w,  little  or  no  efl'ect  would  be  produced. 

but4i<!)W  the  caiisc  of  their  fears,  to  be  buried  in  obli-  j  It  must  be  conceded  that  much  more  will  be  commu- 

vioJ?,    Shall  \ije   put   nt   rest   the   inquiry  which  the  i  nicated  to  the  spectator  by  the  display  of  the  captured 

glojcAis  deeds  pf  our  bailors  have  excited  in  the  Par- 

liasept  of  Gre^t  Britain?     Shall  we,  at  our  expense, 


s,  regarded  as  the  insignia  of  fame  and  power, 
surrender^  is  the  act  of  submission.  The  last 
f  the  pri|ud  bearer,  is  the  preservation  of  his 
the  iDssof  it  sealed  with  the  loss  of 
where  military  operations  are  on  % 
4  .>M:aie,  inuu  u  the  result  of  a  battle  should  prove 
Jjftive  to  tllousands  of  those  who  were  engaged, 
the  fai)ture  of  a  single  standard  constitutes  a  promi- 
nenif«ature  in  t^oe  details  of  the  action,  and  adds  much 
to  \Ae\  brillianc;^  of  the  achievement.  Colors  taken 
^OQittie  enemy jwere  considered  a  present  worthy  the 
nati^ij  to  Geneml  Washington,  for  his  signal  services 
in  tH'  /^-apture  ol  Earl  Cornwallis.  The  records  of  the 
pro<»iiings  of  Cl>ngress,  during  the  whole  of  our  Rev- 
oluljii,  mentioir  but  two  instances  where  this  highly 
bona-eible  and  cXstinguuhed  mark  of  approbation  was 
Totifl.  ^  In  fine, (we  have  declared  the  tiag  shall  guar- 
aotatlie  safety  f-f  our  citizens.  Can  a  higher  value 
be  fjtiipun  it  ?  ■  Can  we  attach  more  honor  to  it  ? 

I^iiay  be  askl-d,  what  will  be  the  effects  of  a  public 
di8;^v  of  the  t1?»g8  which  have  been  taken  from  our 
ene.iies?  Thi^  view  is  considered  to  be  important. 
No!  r>e  can  doi^t  that  the  Government  and  the  people 
of  l|  i|land  woi«.d  rather  we  should  have  taken  mil- 
lioi^  4f  their  mc^rchandne,  than  that  we  should  have  it 
in  V,  i>t  power  t^)  exhii)it  the  flag  of  a  single  sloop  of 
waj  which  was/ gained  by  equal  force.  If  the  enemy 
wfl|  i^jipose  to  tlie  view  of  the  British  nation  and  every 
tra>  ijer  who  njay  ^isit  them,  the  one  or  two  which 
thei  have  captiired  from  us,  shall  we  conceal  the  many 
>  Jfci^ve  taken*from  them,  and  thus  lead  others  to 
liour  posseiising  any?  Shall  we  permit  the  nu- 
lis  trophies;|of  our  Revolution  to  moulder  into  dust 
voluntary)  concealment,  without  any  effort  for 
the^Jpreservatiiyi !      If  this  shall  have  happened  to  the 


lOn  f 
eAta 


monuments  of  our  independence,  shall  the  fate 
j«e  which  ire  now  perfect,  and  which  have  been 
tely  won  An  our  own  coast,  on  that  of  South 
rica,  otf  th*  Azores,  on  the  Lakes,  in  short,  in  ail 
(jes  where^  our  tars  have  come  in  contact  with 

7 


Standards.     No  one  can  pretend  that   any  difference 
exists  between  the  representations  which  we  have  no- 
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ticed  and  the  standards  which  have  been  taken  from  the 
enemy,  as  will  warrant  the  public  exhibition  of  the  one 
and  preclude  that  of  the  other:  these  subjects  are  most 
immediately  connected,  and  their  tendency  must  be  the 
same.  The  public  exhibition  of  these  trophies  is  a 
tribute  due  to  the  very  superior  skill  and  valor  which 
achieved  them;  the  sight  of  them  will  bring  to  recol- 
lection every  circumstance  of  cause  and  effect;  they 
will  constitute  valuable  records  of  illut^trious  portions 
of  our  history  ;  thoy  will  form  a  collection  of  the  proud- 
est monuments  to  commemorate  the  brilliant  deeds  of  j  the  power  of  the   Department  to  present  to  the  com- 


are  there  any  such  flags  or  standards  in  any  depository 
of  the  Department,  that  wore  taken  prior  to  this  time. 
Those  which  have  been  captured  from  the  enemy  by 
the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
ceived at  this  Department  since  the  1 8th  of  J  une,  1812. 
have  been  carefully  preserved,  and  are  now  suspended 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  subject  to 
such  'disposition  as  Congress  may  provide  for  their 
better  security  and  exhibition.  The  enclosed  poper 
embraces  all  the  particulars  in  relation  to  them  within 


a  rising  generation. 

Mr.  Seybert  also  commuoicated  to  the  House 
the  following  documents: 

Committee  Room,  Dee.  22,  1813. 

8ib:  The  following  resolution  has  been  adopted  by  j 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  I 
viz:  I 

•*  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in-  | 
quire  into  the  present  condition  and  distribution  of  the 
flags,  standards,  and  colors,  which  have  been  taken  by 
the  forces  of  the  United  States  from  their  enemies,  and 
whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  make  arry  provision 
in  relation  to  them  ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise." 

The  committee  to  whom  the  above  resolution  has 
been  referred  has  instructed  me  to  state,  that  they  con- 
template the  collection,  preservation,  and  public  exhi- 
bition, of  the  subjects  therein  embraced.  On  the  23d 
of  June,  1778,  Congress  "  Heaolved,  That  the  Board  of 
War  be  directed  to  collect  the  standards  and  colors 
taken  from  the  enemy  by  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war."  The  commit- 
tee request  such  general  information  as  the  Navy  De- 
partment can  furnish  on  this  subject.  It  is  particularly, 
desired  to  know,  whether  any  order  or  practice  has 
been  at  any  time  adopted,  under  the  resolution  of  June 
23d,  1778.  The  committee  are  anxious  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  naval  flags  which  remain  of  those  that 
were  taken  during  our  Revolutionary  struggles,  their 
present  condition,  and  manner  of  preservation.  Can 
the  names  of  the  captured  vessels  to  which  these  flags 
belonged  be  ascertained,  together  with  their  rates  ;  and 
the  names  of  the  victorious  and  vanquished  command- 
ers ?  The  same  information  is  requested  concerning 
such  flags  as  have  been  taken  by  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  during  their  dispute  with  France,  in 
1798;  concerning  those  which  were  gained  from  Trip- 
oli,'and  such  as  have  been  taken  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain. 

With  sentiments   of  respect,   I   have   the  honor  to 

be,  dtc., 

ADAM  SEYBERT,  Chairman. 
Hon.  Wm.  Joms,  Secy  of  the  Aary. 

Natt  Depahtmkkt,  Jan.  25,  1814. 
Sib:  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  have  to  remark,  tliat  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  June,  1778,  directing 
the  collection  of  standards  and  colors  taken  from  the 
enemy,  appearing  to  relate  to  those  only  which  were 
taken  by  the  army  of  the  United  States,  it  is  not  sup- 
posed that  "any  order  and  practice  have  been,  at  any 
time,  adopted,"  [in  pursuance  of  that  resolution,  con- 
cerning naval  trophies  of  a  similar  kind.  The  records 
and  documents'of  this  Department  afford  no  light  re- 
specting such  flags  as  are  inquired  for  by  the  commit- 
tee, anterior  to  the  declaration  of  the  present  war,  nor 


raittee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  JONES. 

The  Hon.  Apam  Seybert,  Chairman,  4-c. 
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N.  B.  In  addition  to  the  flags  which  belong  to  the 
captured  vessels  above  named,  there  are,  in  this  De- 
partment, a  Royal  Standard  of  Great  Britain,  taken  at 
York  on  the  27th  of  April,  1813,  a  Royal  Mace  taken 
from  the   Parliament  House,  at  the  same  lime  and 
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and  a  Union  Jack,  and  flag,  taken  at  Fort  George 
1*  27th   of  {May,  1813.     These   were   transmitted 
4Dfpartni#nt  by  Commodore  Chauncey. 
U  heiieveij   that  thu  statement   includes  all  the 
QifL  |f  ilie  public  arme<l  \eMiel8  of  the  enemy  that  have 
bei5  taken  by  \fie  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
since  th*  commencement  of  the  present  war, 
ling  thobcjof  five  small  vessels  captured  by  Com- 
iie  Chaumlt-y  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  those  of  the 
Detroit  ai*d  Caledonia,  taken  by  Lieutenant  El- 
Idn  Lake  E»ie,  which  have  not  been  received. 

j  fWA»  DEPAHTMLTfT,  7an.  13,  1814. 

S*b:  Of  the  »tandapls  and  colors  taken  by  the  army 
of  1 1«  United  states,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
sixVrpain  '"  t^is  office;  others,  it  is  understood,  were 
de|i  >4ted  in  Philadelphia  while  Congress  sat  in  that 
citf ,  J  Whethcf  they  were  or  were  not  brought  to  this 
plaae^with  the  «>ublic  otBces,  cannot  be  ascertained. 

iivr  the  h^norto  be,  with  great  respect,  your  moat 
obt^ifut  8ervai4, 

\  JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

op.  W.  Skbiht,  Chairman,  4-c. 

,Mi.  SevbeIit,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
I)oitid  a  bill  l»>  provide  for  the  collection,  preser- 
vaiqn.  and  ntjbiic  exhibition,  of  such  flags,  stand- 
ard:.jand  culujfi,  as  shall  have  been  or  may  here- 
afgrjbe  taken,  by  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
Uli^ed  Stati  s,  from  their  enemies;  which  was 
reJd;  twice 
m^i^d  to  a 


aind.  together  with   the   report,  com- 
mitliilee  of  the  Whole  oq  Monday 


t 


^ATCRDAY.  February  5. 
PoTTEji  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  dis- 
tildsifs  in  theilown  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of 
RUoUe  Islanc'.  praying  that  the  act  layin^r  duties 
on  fijills  may 'be  repealed;  or,  that  the  >aid  dunes 
ro.vy;  be  redi^ced  ;  or.  that  the  tax  may  be  laid 
up  >i  the  quaintity  of  liquor  distilled,  and  not  upon 
th  ijapaciiy 'jf  the  still  ;  or,  that  the  stills  may 
be  tixed  for  |he  time  only  in  which  they  are  ac- 
tu  lily  employed. — Referred  to  the  Comraillee  of 
ivs  and  \ieans. 

(r.  Fi3ic,.of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
(SAindry  owners  of  mills,  in  the  counties  of 
lage,  Ulster,  and  Dutche.ss,  in  the  State  of  New 
frK,  complaining  of  the  oppressions  of  Oliver 
ii\n.  in  th*  exercise  of  his  patent  right  to  cer- 
ta '.1  mill  raa*hinery,  and  praying  the  interference 
of  Oongress.l-Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wlfole  to  wviom  is  referred  the  report  of  a  select 
cojnjmttee  oij  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  iBaliimoreJupon  the  same  subject. 

^fr.  jENNif  Gs  presented  a  protest  of  the  Legis- 
lative Countf.l  oflh«  Indiana  Territory.  again>l 
th^  proceedings  of  the  Governor  of  that  Territory 
in^«-dividini.  the  T'-rntory  into  Council  districts. 
R.|f<rred  to /Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mj.  Winter*  Mr.  HiiMPHREVs.and  .Mr.  Stcrges. 
^r.  Newi^jn,  from  the  Committee  on  Com 
mfrrpe  and  .'•jlanulactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Sa^iuel  Ellis  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
a^^commitii?d  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
K'i)iddy  nexj. 

ii  I 


Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion lor  building  a  jail  in  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  tor  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  define  more  explicitly 
the  duties  uf  the  Judges  of  the  General  Court  of 
the  Territory  of  Indiana  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  t.j  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  joint  resolution,  "directing  a 
sword  to  be  presented  to  the  nearest  male  relative 
of  Midshipman  John  Clark,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engros-sed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act,  laying  duties  on  the  notes  of  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies  ;  and  notes,  bonds, 
and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of  exchange 
of  certain  descriptions  ;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  satisfy  the  claim  of  Mary- 
Wells,  executrix  of  William  Wells,  was  read  the 
third  lime  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Piatt  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  compensate  Michael  Hogan  for  the 
occupation  and  damage  done  to  his  bouse  by  cer- 
tain United  Slates  troops,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  act 
regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board  private 
armed  vessels.  The  bill  was  reported  with  sun- 
dry amendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irving — 

Nesolrt'd.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  law  laying  duties  on  sales  at 
auction  of  merchandise  and  of  ships  and  vessels, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  attachin?  to  the  Can- 
ton district  in  Ohio,  a  tract  of  land  lying  between 
the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  Miami  and  the  Connec- 
ticut Reserve. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Grosvenor — 

Mr.  McKee  explained  the  object  of  the  bill. 
The  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  he  said, 
are  divided  into  several  districts,  in  which  offices 
are  0|>ened  for  the  purpose  of  making  sales  of 
those  lands.  The  tract  mentioned  in  the  bill  was 
not  at  present  included  in  any  district,  and  it  was 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  into  the  market  that 
it  was  now  proposed  to  attach  it  to  the  Canton 
district  to  which  it  is  contiguous,  dec. 

Mr.  H.vLL.  of  Georgia,  declared  his  disapproba- 
tion of  the  bill.  He  said  Congress  was  now  trou- 
I  bled  with  constant  applications  from  the  purcha- 
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sens  of  public  lands  for  extension  of  credit  ;  and 
he  was,  for  one,  unwilling  to  increase  the  number 
of  those  public  debtors  or  to  bring  more  of  the 
lands  into  market  before  those  already  sold  are 
paid  for.  He  concluded  his  remarks  by  moving, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  bill,  that  the 
first  section  be  stricken  out. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  McKee  in 
reply,  the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Hall's  motion 
and  lost,  without  a  division. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion and  specifications : 

Rejolvfd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  such 
in^rmation  as  may  be  obtained  under  the  following 
particulars  of  inquiry  respecting  the  General  Post 
Office  Establishment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  I.  observed,  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  he  had  the  honor  some  weeks  ago  to  submit 
a  resolution  to  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring into  the  expediency  of  a  better  organiza- 
tion of  that  anomaly  under  the  Constitution,  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and  for  bringing  it  nearer 
than  It  IS  to  the  Constitutional  principles,  regu- 
lating other  Executive  departments  in  respect  to 
their  appointments  to  office.  Under  that  resolu- 
tion a  committee  had  been  appointed,  who  re- 
ported a  bill  for  referring  the  appointments  in  the 
principal  distributing  post  offices  to  the  President 
and  Senate.  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  busi- 
ness, however,  this  bill  had  never  been  called  up 
for  a  third  reading.  The  Army  bills,  and  other 
public  considerations  of  more  moment,  had  occu- 
pied the  time  of  the  House  in  preference.  Mr.  I. 
said  he  did  not  regret  this  delay,  as  further  reflec 
lion  and  conversation  with  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  had  satisfied  him  that  such  an 
act  as  the  one  proposed  would  tend  but  in  a  very 
inadequate  measure  to  remedy  the  evils  existing — 
of  which  many  had  been  presented  to  his  notice 
in  the  course  of  general  incidental  examination. 
There  must  be  a  radical  reform.  He  therefore 
proposed  to  institute  inquiries,  with  that  view; 
relinquishing,  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  or  at 
least  suspending  the  prosecution  of  the  act  re- 
ported, which  would  not  answer  the  purpose,  by 
itself,  of  even  beginning  the  reform.  To  con- 
sume no  more  time  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, Mr.  I.  said  be  would  trouble  the  House  no 
longer  than  to  state,  very  briefly,  such  explana- 
tions as  might  be  due  to  each  item  of  the  inquiry 
he  contemplated. 

1.  The  names,  plates  of  residence,  and  number  of 
all  the  postmasters  of  the  United  States,  together  with 
the  salary  and  emoluments  of  each,  and  the  aggregate 
compensation  of  the  whole. 

Under  this  head,  Mr.  I  said  that  he  himself  had 
obtained  the  requisite  information,  so  far  as  it 
concerned  the  number  of  postmasters.  There 
appeared  to  be  now  three  thousand  and  fifteen. 
But  his  wish  was  to  possess  the  House  formally 


of  all  the  details,  including  the  very  important 
articles  of  the  salaries  and  emoluments;  which, 
said  Mr.  I.,  I  have  so  far  ascertained  a«  to  be  able 
to  say.  at  any  rate,  that  they  amount  to  much 
more  than  is  supposed. 

2.  The  number  of  clerks  in  each  and  every  port 
office  of  the  United  States,  including  thof^c  in  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office,  together  with  the  salary  and  emolu- 
ments of  each,  and  the  aggregate  compensation  of  the 
whole. 

What  the  number  of  these  clerks  may  be,  or 
the  amount  of  their  emoluments,  Mr.  I  observed, 
he  did  not  know;  but  he  had  understood  that 
their  numbers  were  discretionary,  or  rather  arbi- 
trary, and  their  emoluments  too;  if  so,  it  was 
high  time  certainly  to  limit  both. 

3.  The  amount  allowed  and  paid  out  cf  the  public 
funds  for  house  rent,  or  room  rent,  stationery,  fuel,  and 
all  other  expenses,  stated  or  contingent,  in  each  and 
all  of  the  post  offices  in  the  United  States,  distinguish- 
ing each  item  in  each  office,  as  well  as  e.thibiting  the 
whole  amount  in  them  all. 

This  matter.  Mr.  I.  said,  especially  required  the 
interference  of  Congress.  If  he  was  not  misin- 
formed, it  was  the  usage  to  allow  certain  post- 
masters, he  did  not  know  particularly  which,  a 
contingent  fund  of  §7.000  a  year,  in  addition  to 
the  $2  000  salary  ;  out  of  which  contingent  fund, 
those  intrusted  with  it  had  a  discretionary  power 
to  appropriate  what  they  pleased  for  rent,  fuel, 
clerks,  stationery,  and  all  other  expt-nses.  The 
consequences  might  be  readily  imagined.  Very 
little  of  this  fund  was  ever  returned  as  surplus; 
and.  in  one  place  which  Mr.  I.  had  heard  of. 
$1,200  a  year  were  regularly  retained  in  payment 
for  a  room,  which  he  knew,  he  said,  not  to  be 
worth,  at  the  most,  more  than  $500,  if  even  the 
half  of  that. 

4.  The  amount,  annually,  of  charges  incident  to  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  in  the  consumption,  loss  or 
destruction  of  bags  or  other  articles  provided  at  the 
public  expense. 

5.  The  amount  of  all  contracts  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  with  the  names  of  the 
contractors,  and  aggregate  expense. 

6.  The  amount  of  all  contracts  for  ettra  services, 
together  with  the  names  of  the  persons  employed,  and 
their  extra  allowance  during  the  last  four  years. 

7.  The  regulations,  if  any  ;  instructions,  if  any  ;  and 
practice  that  prevail  respecting  franking  by  postmas- 
ters; and  the  deduction,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
which  the  pubhc  revenue  sustains  from  then  franking. 

This,  said  Mr.  I.,  is  a  most  important  item. 
Unless  he  was  mistaken,  the  abuses  of  this  privi- 
lege of  franking  were  enormous.  For  instance,  a 
gentleman  residing  at  one  place,  with  an  estate 
at  a  distance  in  another,  asks  the  Posttnaster  Gen- 
eral to  establish  a  post  office  near  his  estate;  the 
Postmaster  General  complies;  a  steward  or  other 
agent  performs  the  duties,  which  are  seldom  very 
heavy.  The  product  to  the  Treasury,  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  may  be  ten  or  twenty  dollars. 
Yet  the  gentleman  with  the  privilege,  living  at  a 
distance,  never  attending  to  the  office,  franks  let- 
ters and  packages  to  any  extent  he  pleases. 
Again  :  a  deputy  postmaster  is  placed  on  an  elec- 
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ti*^ering  cc^mittec— or  even  wjihout  that  ex- 
c\3ei  he  fran<s  all   the  communications  which  a 

Tipiitiee,  Of  a  caucus,  or  a  printer  may  request 
[i^n.     Abuses  of  this  sort,  Mr.  I.  had  heard  of, 

la;  most  ulwarraiitable  extent.     He  had   not. 
/pver.no  |Oubt.  been  acquainted  with  halt  the 
exi^t  of  the«evil. 

1  Jnformati|)n  of  the  particular  duties  performed  by 
thiUcputy  PcKtmaster  General,  and  by  the  Assistant 
PAiiia^ter  (J  Jieral,  as  distinct  from  the  duties  per- 
foi;  i(jd  by  thck  Postmaster  General  ;  in  order  that  it 
tn.  appear  whether  the  permanent  existence  of  all 
ih,  e  of  those*  offices  is  indispensable  to  the  public 
sei   i(le.  t 

ir-  I-  was;Dot  prepared,  he  observed,  to  ques- 
ti(  1  khe  prop'/iety  of  that  arrangement  which  in- 
dij  'g^A  the  PVstmaster  General  with  two  princi- 
pal jleputies,.' besides  seventeen  clerks.  But  he 
ih,  ught  no  h|»rra,  at  all  events,  could  result  from 
aoi  iBvestigaiJon  into  this  subject.  Assistants  had 
nc  Jong  ag4  been  refused  to  the  Secretary  of 
"VV  ir.  at  a  mcsment  when  his  official  duties  were 
in]  Qtnsely  i<icreaseJ.  Such  a  thing  was  not 
kij  wa  in  anj  of  the  other  Departments.  A  bill 
hci  lately  be(ijn  reported,  pursuant  to  a  resolution, 
fo,  forapelli^g  the  Attorney  General  to  reside 
p»Jtnanently;at  the  Seat  of  Government.  If  the 
pitraasier  w-is  entitled  to  deputies  and  assistants, 
w*y  not  gratify  the  Attorney  General  with  them 
tcfl  1     Yet  n>body  dreamt  of  such  a  thing. 

'liUt  Mr.  l.jsaid.  that  his  only  object  at  present 
vJti  iDquiry,|which  to  be  sure  could  do  no  harm, 
fi.'j  was  persfaded  tiiat  it  would  be  attended  by 
btdft^ficial  cojisequences.     The  system  would   be 
r«iqvated.     ,>Iany   abuses   would   be   extirpated. 
T^er  public  ^Qoney  would   be  economised.     Ap- 
P'^oltraents  t*    important  offices  would   be   regu- 
laft"}  on  Cott.litutioQal   principles.     Perhaps   the 
a^vers  called  for  by  this  resolution  could  not  be 
a^)^ded  in  tgrae  to  legislate  on   the  subject  this 
s^:^slon  ;  moi^e  especially,  as  it  appeared  to  be  in 
cc^jeraplatic^n,  very  wisely  as  he  thought,  to  make 
ilij^ort  by  *dn  early    adjournment.     But,  either 
atithis  or  a  ^cceeding  se^sion,  he   had  no  doubt 
IWI  the  infiirmalion   to   be   obtained    under   this 
rriJlution  w'^uld  convince  Congress  of  the  neces- 
nsy*  of  tbei^(  interposition    and  enable   them   to 
mklje  It  effefiual  for  the   belter  organization   of 
lljl-  Post  Office  Department. 

Trhe  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
niXj'be  prini)-d. 

i  jMODIF^'ATION  OF  THE  E.^IBARGO. 

|T?he  Hou'e  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tl|ejWhole  lin  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  return 
t(,f  Jheir  ow\i  districts  of  vesst-ls  detained  by  the 
eiJ»Hargo  in' other  districts  than  those  to  which 
tl*'j  belong.'  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
^t|i  several'amendments,  which  were  concurred 
i«ty  the  Heuse. 

*A  motionfwas  then  made  by  Mr.  King,  of  Mas- 
iusetts.  ijirther  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking 

.    /the  worj  "provisions,"  in  the  12th  line,  and 

tfclfollowini;;  words  contained  in  the  12th,  13ih, 

aid:"  14th  linfs:  "which  were  on  board  the  same 

\lien  the  iSijisters  received  notice  of  the  act  as 


A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  MuRFREE,  and,  on  the  question  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  provisions,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  51.  nays  69,  as  follows: 

Ykis — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bradbury,  Brcckenridge.'Brigham,  Cilley,  Cox,  Cul- 
ppper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .MassachusetU,  Dewey,  Ely, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Halo,  Howell,  Hunger- 
ford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller, 
Motlit,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering.  Pitkin,  Post,  John 
Reed,  Ridgelv,  Ruggles,  Schurcman,  Sheffey,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  MassachusetU, 
Webster,  Whcaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Ma»- 
sachusetLs,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard,  Barnett, 
Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Davis, 
of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Gholson, 
(Joodwyn,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LeflerU,  Lyle, 
.Macon,  McCoy,  .McLean,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Parker,  Piper,  Pleasant*,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Udree, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  residue  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  King,  and  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pickering,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  second  seclioD, 
when  the  House  adjourned. 


Jtesaid. 


X 


Monday,  February  7. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Georgia.  Alfred 
CuTHBERT,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  William  W.  Bibb, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat. 

Mr.  Sturges  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  who  are 
non-resident  proprietors  of  lands  and  houses  ia 
the  State  of  Ohio,  to  the  same  effecl  with  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, presented  on  the  31st  ultimo,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  McKi.M  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants and  ship  owners  in  Baltimore,  praying 
that  a  bounty  may  be  allowed  to  the  owners,  offi- 
cers, and  crews,  of  private  armed  vessels,  for  the 
destruction,  at  sea,  oi  enemy's  property. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

[reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Jennet; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 


1249 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


I 


Fbbri7abt,  1814. 


Modification  of  the  Embargo. 


1250 

H.  or  R. 


MODIFICATION  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "to  provide  fur  the  return  to  their  own  dis- 
tricts of  vessels  detained  by  the  embargo,  in  dis- 
tricts other  than  those  where  they  are  respectively 
owned  or  belong." 

Thequesiion  pending  on  adjournment,  to  strike 
out  the  second  section,  (restricting  the  number  of 
seamen  on  board  the  said  vessels,  and  prohibiting 
the  transportation  of  passengers,  other  than  the 
owner,  supercargo  for  the  same,  or  for  the  cargo,) 
was  again  put. 

Mr.  Pickering,  of  Massachusetts,  supported, 
and  Mr.  Grcndy  opposed  the  amendment ;  which 
was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  5G,  nays  83, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  i3oyd,  Bradbury,  Breckcnridge, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  Cul- 
pcper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey, 
Ely,  (ieddes,  Goldsborough,  Hale,  Howell,  Hunger- 
ford,  Kcntol  New  York,  King  of  .MassachusetU,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Montgomery,  Mose- 
ley.  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, 
John  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schurcraan,  Sherwood, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
MassachusetU,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dict, Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  GhoUon,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Grundy,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim,  McLean,  Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  RoberU.  Sevier,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Williams, 
and  Yancey. 

Other  amendments  of  a  minor  character  were 
proposed  by  Mr.  Bradbury  of  Massachuse;is. 
Mr.  Vose  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  J.  Reed  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Pitkin  of  Connecticut,  and 
Mr.  Ward  of  Massachusetts, going  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  or  relax  its  restrictions,  so 
as  to  permit  the  vessels  permitted  so  to  return,  to 
carry  passengers,  to  carry  provisions  and  naval 
stores,(interdicted  by  the  bill,)  <tc.  These  amend- 
ments, which  gave  rise  to  a  display  of  more  de- 
sultory argument  and  declamation  than  the  sub- 
ject would  appear  calculated  to  excite,  were  sup- 
ported by  the  movers,  aided  by  Messrs.  Baylies, 
Grosvenor,  and  others,  and  opposed  by  Mes>r». 
Grundy,  Farrow,  McKim,  McKee,  ami  Fisk,  of 
New  York.  They  were  all  negatived,  two  or 
three  of  them  having  been  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays.        # 

Mr.  King,  of  North  Carolina,  also  proposed  an 
amendment  authorizing  the  President  to  instruct 
laili  Con.  2d  Sess.— 40 


the  Collector  of  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina, 
to  authorize  certain  individuals  engaged  in  the 
erection  of  salt  works  to  transport  by  water  the 
lumber  necessary  for  the  same.  This  motion  was 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wood,  of  Massachu- 
setts, so  as  to  include  a  provision  applicable  to 
the  importation  of  lumber  for  like  purposes,  from 
any  port  of  Maine  to  any  port  of  Massachusetts. 
Thus  amended,  Mr.  King's  motion  was  rejected 
by  62  to  61. 

After  the  r^'jeclion  of  all  these  amendments, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  of  more  general  char- 
acter than  the  several  amendments  which  had  so 
far  been  proposed  to  the  bill.  He  wished  to  try 
the  principle  whether  the  House  was  disposed  to 
continue  the  interdiction  of  trade  from  one  port 
to  another  of  the  same  State.  With  this  view 
he  moved  to  add  the  following  as  a  new  section 
to  the  bill : 

*Mwrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  instruct  the  coUectora 
aforesaid  to  clear  out  all  vessels  with  their  cargoes  from 
any  f)ort  in  anv  State  to  another  port  in  the  same 
Staic." 

Mr.  W.  made  a  short  speech  in  support  of  his 
motion.  He  adverted  to  the  importance  of  this 
question.  He  said  it  had  been  deemed  of  suffi- 
cient moment  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  part  of 
the  communication  from  the  Governor  to  the 
Legislature  of  a  rtspectable  State,  and  for  the 
different  branches  of^  that  Legislature  to  take  it 
into  consideration.  It  appeared  to  him,  for  this 
reason,  as  well  as  those  which  he  afterwards  enu- 
merated, to  be  the  province  of  this  Legislature  to 
lake  the  subject  into  their  serious  consideration. 
Among  other  arguments  against  the  expediency 
of  interdicting  the  coasting  trade,  he  stated  the 
fact  that  in  some  districts  of  the  Slate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, that  between  Penobscot  and  Schoodic, 
for  instance,  there  was  not,  in  the  most  prosperous 
years,  more  than  one-fourth  enough  provision 
raised  for  the  consumption  of  the  disincl;  and. 
if  ihey  meant  to  support  life,  the  law  lately  passed 
left  to  them  no  oiher  alternative  than  that  of 
breaking  the  law,  or  leaving  the  soil.  A  great 
Constitutional  question  also  presented  itself,  whe- 
ther Congress  had  a  right  to  interdict  the  inter- 
course between  ports  in  the  same  State.  On  re- 
ferring to  the  Constitution,  no  such  power  was 
to  be  found.  A  power  was  indeed  given  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  with  foreign  nations,  between 
the  different  States,  and  with  Indian  tribes — and 
the  expression  of  these  seemed  to  exclude  all  other 
power  on  this  head,  and  of  course  to  exclude  the 
power  of  regulating  commcrcewithin  the  Stales; 
and  he  was  the  more  inclined  to  believe  this  con- 
struction correct,  because  the  grant  of  power  to 
recrulate  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes  would 
have  been  superfluous  if  all  power  to  regulate 
commerce  wiihin  the  States  was  given.  It  was 
a  fact,  he  said,  that  some  of  the  islands  with 
which,  under  the  embargo  law,  all  commerce  was 
interdicted,  were  entitled  to  send  representative* 
to  the  Stale  Legislature,  who  were  thus  prevented 
from  aitcoding  the  seat  of  Government.    Some 
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o;  Awe  xo^^  contributed  to  send  a  Represent- 

'vt  to  ihii  floor;  and  such  was  the  absurdity 
ur  law5,*that.  if  a  Repre^entatlV'e  were  to  be 
froni  one  of  these  islands,  he  could  not 
[4id  ihe  dfcty.  because  he  was  prohibited  from 
ijing.     Tjie  CoDititutioo  never  contemplated 
a^case  ks  this.     As  to  the  distance  of  these 
Mds  froni  land,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  whole  Bril- 
ls jiavy  cotjld  lie  between  some  of  these  islands 
aftftthe  majn  land.     Mr.  W.  made  a  number  of 
olt«r  observations,  and  concluded  by  inviting  a 
fiar*discus>i|n  and  decision  on  this  motion, 
^r.  Gri;:((dy,  of  Tennessee,  said   it  was  from 
n^  Visrespe«t  to  the  gentleman  last  up  that  he 
d;P2|ined  goi}ig  into  the  discussion  he  had  invited, 
ti^ough   t'ie  question    had   been  distinctly  de- 
id   by  th*  House.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did  believe 
tcJe  were  ^lany  individuals  in  and  out  of  the 
Ij^ise  who  jwere  of  opinion   that  Congress  did 
nll^  possess 'the   power  to  interdict  the  coasting 
vie.     He  {vas  aware  of  the  expression  of  the 
)ftments  c>'the  Governor  of  a  respectable  State, 
■  of  the  ijesolutions  of  the  Legislature,  which 
liqld  probably  be  consequent  on  it.     Whenever 
fj  should*  come   before   this  House,  it  would 
:tt  be  in  liie  power  of  those  who  entertain  no 
d^jjts  on  thfe  subject  lo  show  the  justice  of  their 
o^iiions.     iV  the   Fiouse  were  now  to  enter  into 
z^,  investigation  of  this  subject,  the  passage  of 
ijSs  bill,  wh*ch  gentlemen  had  represented  as  im- 
i^ijiately   ijecessary.   would   be    much    delayed. 
Ij- "believed; it  wouhi  take  a  week  to  discuss  the 
qi^»li»n  juA  proposed,  if  seriously  taken;  and  it 
vS^well   kAown  that,  but  for  this  bill,  the  loan 
nS-would  ijave  been  even  this  day  taken  up.     It 
t<fii  evident  therefore,  that  this  was  not  the  mo- 
li^t^t  for  djscu'ising  the  question  ;   and   it   was, 
tijL'^efore.  fi'r  his  part,  that  he  declined  entering 
'\\<\  it. 

^On  motic;i  of  Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  the 
liouse  then  adjourned. 

ft  

i  \  TcESDAY,  February  8. 

Oakley,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 

,,,repofieda  bill   for  the  better  organization 

the  Courts  of  the   United   States  within  the 

late  of  Ndw  York  ;  which  was  read  twice  and 

,n)miitedjto  a  Comraillee  of  the  whole  House 

Iporrow.:  -J        , 

Mr.  Lou-Nde8,  f;om  the  Committee  on  Waval 

HfTairs    re'.orted   the   bill  from   the  Senate,  "in 

aqition   iqanact,  entitled  "An  act  allowing  a 

JJnnty  to  ;be  owtiers,  officers,  and  crews, 


Febrtart,  1814. 


ry, 


o 

of  the 


iJiVate  armed  vesst-ls  of  the  United  States,  with 
Uijendmeni*';  which  v  ere  read,  and.  together 
3ijh  the  Ijill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
^/hole  to-Siorrow. 

t'he  en£;rossed  bill  giving  pensions  to  the  or- 
1  luns  and^widows  of  persons  slain  on  board  the 
aublic  or  ijrivate  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
•tates;  thje  engrossed  bill  for  attaching  to  the 
Saoton  dif  ricl  in  Ohio  a  tract  of  I  md  lying  be- 
J.veen  the'toot  of  the  Rapids  of  Miami  and  the 
onnecticjl  Reserve;  and  the  engrossed  bill  to 
ompensaif!  Michwel   Hogan  for  the  occupation 


and  damage  done  to  his  house  by  certain  United 
States  troops;  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

MODIFICATION  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  the  bill  "to  provide 
for  the  return  to  their  own  districts  of  vessels 
detained  by  the  embargo  in  districts  other  than 
those  where  they  are  owned  or  belong." 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of 
Massachusetts,  viz:  to  amend  the  bill  by  append- 
ing thereto  a  new  section,  requiring  the  President 
to'instruct  the  collectors  to  clear  out  all  vessels 
from  one  port  to  another  of  the  same  State,  being 
still  under  consideration — and  no  debate  arising 
thereon — 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  proposed 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas 
49,  nays  74,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — McMr».  Baylies  of  Massachusetti,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow.  Bradbury,  Breckenridgc,  Brigham. 
Caperton.  Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  MassachuaettB,  Dewey.  Ely,  Hale,  Hop- 
kins of  New  York,  HowpII,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Inland,  King  of  MassachusclU,  Law.  Lewis, 
Markell,  McKce,  Moffit,  .Montgomery,  Moseley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Post,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Ruggles. 
ShetTey,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanfjnl,  Stuart.  Siurges. 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Webster. 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher. Avery,  Bard,  Barnett.  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley. 
Brown,  Calhoun,  Chapj>ell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  ot 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Farrow,  Findley. 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck.  Hawes,  Hub- 
bard, Humphreys,  Ingen*oll,  Ingham,  Irwin.  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  LefferU,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .McCoy, 
McLean,  Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pi- 
per, Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Roane,  RoberU,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania.  Smith  of  Virginiii.  Tannehill,  Tel- 
fair, Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
Wil84)n  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  King,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  adding  to  it  a  new  section,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect  : 

"  That  the  President  be  and  is  hereby  authoriwd 
to  permit  the  transportation  by  water  of  such  lumber 
as  may  be  necessary  in  the  erection  of  salt  works,  pro- 
vided it  should  apj>ear  that  the  same  have  been  pre- 
pared before  the  passage  of  the  embargo  act,  and  pro- 
vided the  owners  of  the  same  shall  give  secarity  in 
double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  that  the  lum- 
ber thus  transported  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the 
erection  of  salt  works." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  Speaker  having  declared  this  vole  before 
Mr.  King  was  aware  of  it.  and  he  not  being  there- 
fore allowed  lo  move  a  division  of  the  House  on 
the  question — 

Mr.  King  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommit- 
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ted  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  with 
a  view  to  havin?  some  such  provision  incorpo- 
rated therein.    This  motion  was  al>o  negatived. 

Mr.  K.  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommited 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  This  ques- 
tion was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  by  a  majority  of  about  two  to  one. 

The  question  being  then  stated,  that  the  bill  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Potter  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill, 
because  it  did  not  give  the  desired  relief  lo  indi- 
viduals ;  and  the  contemplated  relief  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  last  section,  in  the  transportation 
of  stores,  could  as  well  be  done  in  public  vessels. 
He  said,  if  the  Government  wished  or  expected 
the  people  to  have  confidence  in  their  measures, 
ihey  must  have  more  stability  themselves;  as  in 
proportion  lo  the  instability  of  the  Government, 
were  the  want  of  confidence,  murmurs,  com- 
plaints, and  disaffection,  of  the  people.  What,  he 
asked,  was  the  fact,  as  it  respected  the  einbargo 
recently  passed,  in  great  haste,  but  with  a  lull 
knowledge  ot  the  situation  of  every  pan  uf  the 
nation  ?  By  the  time  it  was  made  known  through- 
out the  United  States,  a  bill  was  passed  for  the 
relief  of  the  people  of  Nantucket.  An  agent  from 
that  place,  waiting  on  Congress  to  get  relief  from 
their  taxes,  which  he  found  impracticable,  as  he 
was  here,  would  accept  of  something,  neither 
asked  nor  thought  of  by  hiM  employers  ;  a  bill  was 
therefore  passed  for  iheir  relief,  who  at  the  time 
must  have  been  mucli  better  off  than  the  penple 
in  the  Eastern  country  generally.  As  he.  Mr,  P., 
had  heard,  that  about  the  time  that  bill  passed,  a 
large  quantity  of  flour  was  advertised  for  sale  at 
that  place,  and  by  the  time  that  bill  reaches  them 
they  will  expect  another.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, what  confidence  can  the  people  have  in 
any  acts  of  the  Government  ?  This  bill,  merely 
giving  an  opportunity  to  carry  home  empty  ves- 
sels, is  no  advantage  to  many  of  the  people  con- 
cerned 111  them — particularly  to  those  in  Massa- 
chu.setts — as  the  men  belonging  to  ihem  have 
mostly  gone  home,  some  hundreds  of  miles,  by 
land.  This  bill  gives  them  liberty  to  travel  back, 
and  lake  their  vessels  home,  taking  as  many  sail- 
ors lo  work  them  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  col- 
lector IS  necessary;  giving  bonds  in  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  each,  to  deliver  them  al  the 

riort  of  destination.  And,  if  a  poor  sailor  is  wil- 
ing to  go  on  board,  and  work  his  passage  home 
to  his  family,  he  cannot  be  admitted  by  ihi.s  law 
to  that  privilege,  unless  he  can  procure  bonds,  in 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  that  he  will  go 
home  to  his  family,  and  not  run  away  ;  and  not 
even  then,  if  the  collector  should  be  of  opinion 
that  they  have  men  enough  to  work  the  v:"ssel 
without.  As  this  bill,  therefore,  gives  them  little 
or  no  relief,  it  will  encourage  them  to  expect 
something  better.  As  they  cannot  suppose  this 
bill  was  passed  to  aggravate  their  sufferings,  you 
therefore  keep  them  in  idleness,  wailing  in  sus- 
pense, to  their  ruin,  instead  of  seeking  some  other 
employment  for  the  support  of  themselves  and 
families. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  was  unwilling  to  believe  that 


the  situation  of  the  people  in  Massachusetts  was 
as  bad  as  had  been  represented  ;  but.  he  said,  they 
would  better  their  condition,  if,  instead  of  de- 
pending upon  the  instability  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  waiting  for  the  embargo  to  be  brokea 
down,  or  repealed,  they  would  have  as  much  con- 
fidence in  themselves  as  the  people  in  Rhode 
Island  had.  Wiien  they  were  drawn  frogi  their 
Usual  employment  by  the  restrictive  system,  they 
immediately  employed  themselves  about  other 
business,  and  were  now  very  well  off  when  com- 
pared with  many  other  States.  They  raised 
everything  necessary  to  eat,  and  manufactured 
everything  necessary  to  wear.  They  manufac- 
tured for  the  Middle  and  Southern  Slates,  and 
the  Stile  was  increasing  in  wealth  and  popula- 
tion ;  and,  if  the  present  state  of  things  continued, 
instead  of  emigration  from  the  Eastern  States, 
he  expected  to  see  the  people  removing  from  the 
frontier  settlements  to  them,  as  it  is  natural  for 
them  to  go  where  they  can  live  the  easiest  and 
besi,  and  get  the  most.  He  said,  the  operation  of 
the  present  system  upon  the  Eastern  and  South- 
ern States  was  very  much  as  it  would  be  in  the 
United  States,  generally,  if  we  were  to  peroait 
large  importations  of  foreign  goods,  and  prevent 
the  export  trade  entirely.  The  consequence  would 
be,  if  we  could  not  export  our  produce  to  pay  for 
our  importations,  it  would  very  soon  drain  all  the 
money  out  of  ihe  country.  What,  he  asked,  was 
the  situation  of  the  United  States,  in  the  present 
state  ol  things?  The  Eastern  States  purchase 
the  raw  material  cheap  from  the  South,  manu- 
facture it,  and  send  it  back  lo  them  to  consume, 
with  all  the  expenses  of  manufacturing  and  trans- 
portation both  way,  with  such  profits  as  they  see 
fit  having  no  foreign  goods  to  compete  with  them. 
The  Southern  people  cannot  pay  with  their  prod- 
uce ;  the  consequence  is,  tfieir  produce  must 
remain  on  their  hands  without  a  market,  and  the 
Eastern  people  are  getting  away  all  their  money, 
which  is  very  evident  from  the  present  tendency 
of  the  specie  fVom  the  Middle  and  Southera 
banks  to  the  Eastward.  And  although,  he  said, 
the  Eastern  States  had  suffered  much  by  the  loss 
of  their  commerce,  and  were  not  doing  as  well  as 
they  had  been,  yet,  by  the  very  hign  price  on 
,lhe  very  great  quantities  of  foreign  goods  they 
had  on  hand,  and  by  their  industry,  and  the  ad- 
vantage at  present  given  to  their  manufacturing 
establishments,  their  situation,  when  compared 
with  many  others,  was  very  good. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  was  for  commerce  unshackled 
and  unrestrained,  or  embargo  rigidly  enforced. 
Let  the  people  have  something  that  they  can  de- 
pend upon  :  if  you  give  them  commerce,  let  them 
liave  't  free,  and  time  to  enjoy  it;  if  you  give 
them  embargo,  let  them  have  it,  and  they  will 
calculate  accordingly.  Let  them  have  something 
certain  and  speedy,  that  they  may  know  what  to 
depend  upon. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  had  been  very  unpleasant  to  him 
to  .see  many  of  his  constituents  and  friends,  after 
spending  their  time  and  money  in  building,  lad- 
ing, and  manning  ships,  for  foreign  voyages,  and 
just  ready  to  unfurl  their  sails,  prevented  from 


ts 


! 


H255 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1256 


opR. 


Additional  Rijle  Corp$. 


Februakt,  1814. 


=f 


business  ;   and 
mature  reflec- 


[we  to  se«  by  an  tmbargo,  to  their  rum.  And. 
J  this  tim^.  when  those  people,  having  placed 
Jr^fidence  \a  the  fiequent  professions  of  those  in 
jyver,  cono^rning  manufactories,  and  had  placed 
mvfh  of  l.ieir  property  in  thai 
tfbeD  the  Administration,  upon 
tXT,  having  a  faH  knowledge  of  the  situation  of 
eT^'y  part  of  the  nation,  had  adopted  a  system, 
Ai\  the  people  had  prepared  themselves  for  the 
continuation  of  it.  supposing  the  Government  had 
8{jfficieni  reason  fo?  adopting  it,  and  that  it  would 
ctminue  a*,  long  as  those  reasons  existed— he 
lj)r|ed  the  liovernment  would  have  a  proper  re- 
rijirid  for  thc'ir  character  for  stability  and  consis- 
Huicy,  and  not  adopt  a  course  of  policy  equally 
4i  jlestructjve  to  them  as  the  restrictive  system 
yi^  in  theSrst  instance. 

^^Ir.  P.  6<$id,  although  he  had  always  been  op- 
)«*ed  to  aft  embargo,  and  was  not  concerned  in 
tier  comuierce  or  manufactures,  he  hoped  this 
bargo  WiJuld  continue  during  the  war,  that  the 
Jple  may*know  what  they  have  to  depend  upon, 
1^  the  Government  may  have  a  fair  trial  of  their 
!{tem.     And  he  believed,  if  it  was  rigidly  en- 
rred.  thai  every  man  in  the  nation  must  soon 
d  that  it  [las  been  wholly  inoperative  upon  any 
a^ion  eicj'pt  ourselves;  that  it  had  destroyed 
\i  revent?.'  and  the  best  interest  of  this  country, 
oU  the  P'esident  would  have  no  excuse  to  rec- 
raend  aaiother  Ht  any  future  period,  by  believ- 
if  thi'  had   not   been  evaded  or  relaxed,  it 
uld  hav^  had  the  desired  effect, 
r.  P.  siid,  it  was  of  very  great  importance  to 
th^  people^lthat  they  should  know  how  to  adapt 
■Jitir  indu'iry  to  ihe  views  of  the  Government 
|njl  situatwn  of  the  country  ;   and,  for  his  part, 
'e^was  tired  of  changing  one  expedient  for  ano- 
hj-T.  and  fLal  il  was  better  for  the  people  to  have 
he  laws  steady— their  rights   few,  steady,  and 
Itlfined — t:ian  to  have  many  in  imagination,  and 
)«  kept  in,  a  stale  of  suspense  and  uncertainty,  to 
,  bleir  ruin.* 

'    :The  bi^l  was  ordered   to  be  engrossed   for  a 
ih'ird  rea(^ng. 


ADDITIONAL  RIFLE  CORPS. 


The  b?l  which  passed  this  House  a  few  days 
ago  for  lli? 


It    \* 


conversion  of  five  regiments  of  infan- 

Aty  into  rjflemen,  was  returned  from   the  Senate 

lif^ilh   an  -amendment,  striking  out   the  material 

j^rt  of  the  bill,  and  substituting  a  provision  to 

riise  three  regiments  of  riflemen  in  addition  to 

the  railitiiry  forc^  now  authorized  by  law. 

And  tl,e  questron  having  been  stated  on  con- 
.curring  i;i  said  aOiendment — 
i  i  Mr.  Thoup.  of  Georgia,  advocated  the  adoption 
'of  the    Senate's  amendment.     He   recapitulated 
I'the  arguments   which   had    been    urged    in   this 
■  House  when  the  subject  was  before  under  con- 
sideration, and  drew  a  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  best  u-tion  llie  whole  to  accept  the  amendment 
of  the  Srnate.     In  reply  to  the  argument  then 
urged,  tl^nl  the  bill  proposed  an  augmentation  of 
theexpei{ses  of  oiir  Military  Establishment,  which 
ought  tofbe  avoided,  Mr.  T.  said  that  four  regi- 
]  luents  ot'voluntcers,  last  year  in  service,  having 


now  passed  out  of  service,  the  addition  of  three 
new  regiments,  as  proposed  by  the  Senate,  would 
still  leave  a  diminution  of  the  total  of  our  author- 
ized  military   force.     It  was,   he  understood,   in 
contemplation  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  a 
consolidation  of  all  the  regiments;  and  if  such  a 
proposition  should   succeed,  no  doubt  the   Presi- 
dent would,  as  soon  as  practicable,  consolidate 
all  the  force  actually  in  service,  and  rid  the  pub- 
lic of  the  burden  of  supporting  as  many  unem- 
ployed officers  as  should  appear  to  be  superno- 
merary.     On  this  consideration,  he  conceived  it 
would  be  advisable  to  adopt  the  amendment.     Il 
was  also  known    that   the  fortunes  of   Europe 
have  changed.     If  the  result  should  be  a  general 
continental  peace,  to  which  Great  Britain  would 
now  be  a  party,  a  vast  British  force  now  em- 
ployed on  the  Continent  would  be  liberated  from 
that  service,  and  some  part  of  il  at  least,  might, 
during  the  next  Summer  be  employed  on  our  fron- 
tier ;  and,  in  that  event,  il  might  be  a  matter  of 
painful  regret  to  the  Legislature  that  there  had 
been  an  omission  of  a  provision  of  this  character 
for  the  general  defence.     The  responsibility  for 
the  proper  prosecution  of  the  war  rested  with  the 
Executive   Department  of  ihe  Government,  by 
whom  a  call  had  been  made  for  these  three  regi- 
ments, in  addition  to  the  present  Military  Estab- 
lishment.   There  would  be  a  great  advantage,  he 
added,  in  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  proposed 
amendment  of  selecting  the  officers  and  men  to 
compose   these  regiments  from  the  parts  of  the 
country  most  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  rifle, 
and  il  would  not  be  easy,  from  the  officers  now 
in  service,  to  make  such  a  selection  ;  and   there 
appeared  to  be  a  confidence  that  they  would  be 
easily  raised.     Such   was  the  popularity  of  this 
description  of  force,  that  three  regiments  of  rifle- 
men could  be  more  expeditiously  raised  than  one 
of  infantry.     The  effect  of  this  measure,  there- 
fore, would  be  at  once  to  place  at  the  disposition 
of  the  Government  three  thousand  men;  an  ob- 
ject which,  under  present  circumstances,  was  of 
no  little  moment. 

Mr.  Sheffey.  of  Virginia,  said  it  would  be 
very  extraordinary,  if  true,  that  of  nearly  six 
thousand  officers  in  the  public  service,  and  doing 
nothing  for  their  wages,  we  cannot  select  an  hun- 
dred men  fit  to  command  three  regiments  of  rifle- 
men. If  8o,  ihe  country  was  in  a  more  deplora- 
ble situation  than  even  gentlemen  in  the  minority 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  supposing.  But  such 
was  the  amount  of  the  argument ;  for  it  had  been 
,  alleged  that,  although  there  were  officers  enough, 
more  than  there  was  any  use  for,  yet  they  would 
nut  suit  the  purposes  of  this  bill,  for  which  new 
officers  must  be  appointed.  Mr.  S.  said  he  did 
not  think  so  meanly  of  the  officers  now  in  ser- 
vice. From  what  quarter  did  the  gentleman  ex- 
pect to  obtain  men  fit  to  command  in  these  rifle 
regiments?  From  Georgia,  Tennessee.  Ken- 
lucky,  and  Ohio.  Now  there  was  not  a  man  in 
our  present  Army  from  those  States,  who  was 
fit  for  anything,  that  was  not  competent  to  com- 
mand in  rifle  corps;  and,  instead  of  one  or  two 
hundred,  the  required  number  to  officer  these  re- 
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giments,  there  were  five,  if  not  ten   limes   the  \  things,  from  the  preponderance  of  France,  we 
number  of  officers  in  the  present  Army  from  those  I  had  infinitely  more  now  to  fear  from  Great  Brit- 
ain.    While  our  sympathies  have  been  directed 


States.  Ir.  did  appear  to  him,  he  said,  that  when 
members  s^aw  crowding  upon  them  loan  billstothe 
amount  of  he  did  not  Know  how  many  millions; 
treasury  note  bills  for  he  did  not  know  how  many 
millions  more,  some  attention  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  principles  on  which  the  present  majority 
had  come  into  power;  to  husbanding  the  public 
resources,  not  squandering  them.  The  gentle- 
man had  told  the  House  that  our  military  force, 
even  with  the  proposed  addition,  would  not  be 
greater  than  it  was  last  year.  Mr.  S.  said  it 
w^uld  be  greater  by  the  number  of  officers  at 
least.  Last  year  officers  enough  had  been  ap- 
pointed, if  he  mistook  not,  for  an  army  of  sixty- 
three  thousand  men,  and  their  number  was  not 
reduced.  This  amendment,  if  agreed  to.  will  add 
to  the  Military  Establishment,  on  paper  and  at 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  men.  He  rose 
principally  to  call  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  ques- 
tion. He  could  not  persuade  himself  he  said, 
that  there  are  not  among  the  thousands  of  men 
who  eat  the  public  bread  without  rendering  any 
service  therefor,  a  sufficient  number  competent  to 
do  duty  in  rifle  regiments,  without  appointing 
others.  He,  therefore,  could  noi  vole  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  should 
vote  for  the  Senate's  amendment,  because  al- 
though every  observation  made  by  the  gentleman 
last  up  might  be  true,  yet  he  believed  il  his  duty 
to  vote  for  it  as  an  augmentation  of  the  Army. 
Although  the  men  now  in  power  might  not  have 


to  the  fate  of  Spain,  Holland,  and  Italy,  Britain 
had.  either  openly  or  clandestinely,  possessed  her- 
self of  all   the  naval   power  of  the  world.     Her 
recent  successes  on  the  Continent  called  upon  us 
to  lake  a  view  of  the  situation  of  our  own  coun- 
try, now  differing  materially  from  what  it  had 
been.     While  we   had   been  amused   by  alarms 
sedulously  excited   as  to   the   growing  power  of 
Bonaparte,  Britain   had   possessed   herself  of  all 
the    power   necessary  to  enable   her  to  operate. 
She  is  the  Power  which  we  ought  to  fear;  against 
which  we  ought  to  be  on  our  guard.     Instead  of 
using  her  resources  in   Europe  in  future,  why 
might  they  not  be  employed  to  subsidize  foreign 
troops  for  service  in  this  country?     Why  might 
not  the  troops  in    Spain   be  transported  to  the 
United  Slates?     What  was  to  prevent  it  ?     The 
ocean  is  free  to  her  ships,  and  she  has  no  use  ia 
Europe  now  for  the  immense  force  and  expendi- 
ture heretofore  employed.     Under  a  full  view  of 
these  considerations,  he  should  vote  for  the  Sen- 
ale's  amendment.     So  far  from  refusing  the  de- 
mands of  Government,  all   he   feared  was.  that 
there  would  not  be  a  sufficiency  of  proper  feeling 
throughout  the  country  on  ibis  head;  and  that 
enough  force  would  not  be  asked  for  the  security 
of  our  liberties  from  impending  danger. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  opposed  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate.     For  his  part,  he  said, 
j  he  was  not  panic-struck  with  the  late  increase  of 

He  did  not  feel  the 


the  power  of  the  enemy 
come  into  il  on  principles  of  econom^.  they  came  i  firmness  of  his  nerves  shaken,  particularly  when 
in  on  broader  principles,  the  general  good  and  the  j  he  reflected  how  capable  this  country  is  to  meet 
safety  of  the  country,  which  is  now  a  stronger,  j  any  exigency  which  might  arise.  He  could  wish 
and  ought  to  be  a  more  operative  principle  than  |  that  some  of  the  considerations  now  so  feelingly 
that  of  economy.  The  view  which  had  been  impressed  on  this  House,  had  suggested  them- 
taken  of  this  subject  by  the  chairman  of  the  selves  to  gentlemen  before  the  measures  were 
Committee,  ought  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  taken  which  placed  us  in  our  present  state  of  war. 
House.  He  had  adverted  to  the  present  state  of  I  He  did  not  know,  he  said,  that  the  naval  force  of 
Europe,  and  demanded  whether,  under  present  I  Great  Britain  was  greater  now  than  il  was  when 
circumstances,  a  larger  army  was  not  necessary  '  we  entered  into  this  war;  and,  however  that 
for    the    jirotection    and    safety   of  our   country.  :  might  be.  he  did   not  feel  that  the  salvation  of 


What  certainty  was  there,  that  with  the  immense 
armies  now  uuder  the  control  of  England,  and 
her  great  Navy,  she  would  not  make  an  attempi 


this  country  rested  on  the  question,  whether  three 
regiments  of  infantry  should  be  converted  into 
riflemen,  or  the  riflemen   should  be  raised  in  ad- 


on  this  country  infinitely  more  hazardous  to  our  dition  to  the  present  military  establishment.  Mr. 
existence  as  an  independent  people  than  we  can  |  W.  said  he  should  be  sorry  if  he  could  suppose 
anticipate  ?  It  was  impossible  to  take  a  view  of  !  that  the  safety  of  the  country,  its  capacity  to  de- 
the  present  omnipotence  of  the  British  Govern-  fend  itself,  depended  on  this  question.  Gentle- 
ment.  without  feeling  a  conviction  of  her  power  j  men  now  spoke  as  if  they  were  afraid  of  being 
to  injure  us.  While  there  remained  a  Pover  in  overrun;  as  if  at  this  early  period  we  were  hard- 
Europe  m  some  measure  competent  to  counter-    ly  able  to  defend  ourselves.     He  trusted  the  Gov 


act  her  stupendous  force,  it  might  not  have  been 
necessary  to  feel  in  relation  to  that  Power  as  pru- 
dence at  present  dictated.  Our  attention  had,  for 
a  length  of  time,  been  diverted  from  the  course  of 
Great  Britain,  and  fixed  almost  exclusively  on 
the  disposition  of  him  who  had  been  called  the 
tyrant  of  the  world,  to  produce  in  Europe  a 
power  destructive  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and 
ultimately  of  this  nation.  What  was  the  present 
state  of  things?  How  much  soever  we  might 
have  had  to  fear,  under  any  imaginary  slate  of 


ernmeni  would  now  see  the  necessity  of  defensive 
measures.  He  fell  humiliated,  as  a  member  of 
the  community,  to  hear  il  said  great  efforts  are 
necessary  to  defend  ourselves.  If  such  efforts 
were  necessary,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  coun- 
try; il  did  not  arise  from  the  want  of  resources, 
but  from  the  wanton  misapplication  of  those  re- 
sources. .Mr.  W.  said,  he  could  see  no  reason  for 
the  amendment  proposed,  which  would  only  have 
the  effect  to  raise  additional  officers,  without 
promising  any  benefit  lo  the  public  sorvice  ia 
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^  rj  GnoLBoN.  of  Virginia,  rose  principally  to 
rep  fiio  a  remark  which  fell  from  Mr.  Webster. 
Mr   O.  said  he  felt  a  cooficJence  that  ihe  resources 
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commensurate  with    the  increased  ex- ]  the  enemy,  <fcc.    The  country  possessed  resources 

I  enough  in  men  and  money,  and  would  unite  and 
freely  expend  both  in  opposition  to  any  invading 
enemy.  But  the  people  would  not  agree  to  carry 
on  this  offensive  war,  about  the  causes  of  which 


(lie  na 


tiofi  had  not  been  wantonly  but  judi-  ;  its  rery  advocates  disagree ;  they  were  not  saiis- 


jfy  appliell.     When   it  was  recollected  that 

land,  with  her  hundred  ships  of  war  on  our 

\l.  had  not  been  able  to  gain  a  foothold  in  our 

(ory    since  the   declaration    of  war,   he  did 


of 

cio 

En 

CO 

ten     .  ^ 

thi*c  that  tbe  remark,  that  our  resources  had 
beel  wantontv  misapplied,  was  not  justified  by 
faci.  An  e^cient  protection  had  been  extended 
to  (Ijn  mariliCie  frontier;  and  the  protection  af- 
forrfed  to  New  York  was  not  inferior  to  that  given 
jy  port  even  in  France.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did 
itf(;el  at  all  alarmeil  for  the  safety  of  the  coun- 
rf  If  Lord  Wellington  and  his  hundred  thous- 
t^rxjen  werr  transported  here  to-morrow,  they 


6ed  that  the  blood  of  the  nation  ought  to  be  pour- 
ed forth  to  attain  objects  not  essentially  import- 
ant;  and  which,  if  luiporlant  they  were,  are  not 
within  our  grasp  at  this  time.  Mr.  G.  again 
turned  his  attention  to  the  bill,  and  said,  there 
were  thousands  of  men  appointed  to  military 
Office  living  like  leeches  on  the  Treasury,  who 
were  unemployed  ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  lor  aad- 
ing  to  their  numbers,  as  proposed  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  in  lavor  of  the 
amendment.  He  paid  all  respect  to  the  advice 
of  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  it,  but  at  present  he 

could  not  take  it,  because  he  was  compelled  to 

l5  be  repelled  with  disgrace.     The  power  of  '  pursue  his  own  opinion  ;  which  was  favorable  to 


to 
not 
try: 
an 

the  country  was  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  pur- 
po!-  s  of  defence,  and  for  the  purpose,  he  trusted, 
ofi,  so  chastiping  an  invading  enemy. 

J  r.  Gro9\*enor,  cif  New  York,  spoke  at  some 
len  th  againii  the  anjendment.  After  going  over 
th«i  ground  t*ken  by  Mr.  Sheffey,  against  add- 
in^  tij  our  present  army,  he  stated  that,  whatever 
milh:t  be  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  they 
covlld  have  n,j  weight  unless  it  were  proved  that 
ihiimen  authorized  by  law  to  be  raised  could  be 
rei  uited.  We  had  not  in  service  altogether  more 
th-.  ;i  perhaps  15,000  regulars,  whilst  officers  were 
ap  ojnted  and  receiving  compensation  for  lour 
till  e$  the  number.  He  protested  also  against  the 
d(u  trine  that  this  fo.ce  was  to  be  voted  because 
th^Executive  had  ^equired  it.  On  all  subjects 
coiiwig  before  them,  ihey  ought  to  judge  for  them- 
sel  es,  as  tho  Constitution  required.  The  only 
qu  s|ion  ou^iit  to  be,  not  does  the  Executive  re- 


every  measure  calculated  to  support  a  war  which 
he  religiously  believed  to  be  just,  and  undertakeo 
in  a  good  cause. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  again  spoke, 
partly  in  explanation,  and  partly  in  reply  to  those 
who  had  followed  him.  He  disavowed  any  as- 
sertion, as  imputed  to  him,  that  the  officers  now 
in  service  were  not  to  be  trusted.  He  denied, 
also,  that  he  had  contended  for  the  infallibility  of 
Executive  recommendations.  He  bad  been  very 
much  misundeistood,  too,  he  said,  if  he  had  beea 
understood  to  feel  any  panic  or  affection  of  the 
nerves  at  the  magnitude  of  British  power.  But 
was  it  DOl  well  to  understand  the  character  of 
your  enemy  ?  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
had  frequently  expressed  their  fears  of  the  pre- 
dominance of  France.  Were  they  panic-struck 
at  the  power  of  the  Corsican  tyrant  ?  Were  their 
nerves  affected,  and  were  they  fearful  of  his 
qu  si  this  o'r  request  that,  but,  does  the  country  might ;  or  did  they  take  a  clear  view  of  his  pow- 
res  aire  the  or  require  that  ?  He  then  noticed  ;  er,  and  see  cause  lor  apprehension  in  its  magni- 
th  remarks  on  the  present  aspect  of  European  I  tude?  Whether  fearful  or  not  of  British  power, 
af  ifs.  I  have  long  thought,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  it  was  proper  to  pay  some  regard  to  the  extent  of 
th  war  wuiild  lead  you  into  the  difficulty  the  a  power,  greater  perhap*  than  ever  had  been  pos- 
gt  itjeman  from  Louisiana  suggests.  I  never  be-  ,  sessed  by  any  Power  since  the  days  of  civiliza- 
ii«j  :&d  you  would  carry  into  effect  your  project,  tioo  began.  Tbe  situation  of  things  on  which 
I .  ,n  glad  that  ger^tlemen  are  waking  to  their  ,  the  present  war  was  predicated  was  very  different 
se  ses  on  th»«  subject;  that  they  are  now  think-  [  from  the  present;  and  was  it  not  wise  to  make 
in  pf  making  provision  for  defence  instead  of  preparations  to  meet  it?  Mr.  R.  declined  on  this 
cc  quest.  Once  the  subject  was  differently  view-  occasion  entering  into  the  subject  of  the  expendi- 
ec  Once  tVe  were  to  march  with  a  few  regi-  ture  of  public  money  as  lU-timed.  «tc. 
m  o<s  into  Canada,  and  sweep  British  power  from  ;  Mr.  Gholson  also  spoke  in  explanation,  and 
tl;  continent.  In  theory.  Mr.  G.  said,  we  were  vindicated  his  remark  as  to  the  defence  extended 
C(Ji"ijn<y  to  ou<  senses,  but  our  practice  was  against  !  to  the  maritime  frontier.  To  be  sure  a  lew  vil- 
iheory.  Although  the  object  of  the  war  never  lages  in  Maryland  had  been  destroyed,  but  who 
14  be  attained,  we  were  pushing  on  in  the  ever  thought  of  defending  harmless  villages,  in 
le  old  bl^sterinfj  manner,  laying  embargoes,  no  way  conneoted  with  military  operations? 
tiflg  ariiiij?s,  Jcc.  Mr.  G.  ridiculed  the  idea  What  Government  but  that  of  Great  Britain  ever 
iirh  had  bpen  held  out  of  the  efficiency  of  the  thought  of  making  war  upon  them?  He  made  a 
teclioa  afforded  to  the  maritime  frontier ;  |  number  of  remarks  illustrative  of  the  general  de- 
(jcd  the  .iddress  (if  the  Republican  Legislature  fence  provided  by  the  Government,  and  of  the 
of<  North  C-trolina  'to  disprove  it;  cited  the  ex-  comparative  assistance  extended  to  Maryland  and 
pj-t'd  situation  of  Maryland  and  other  States  Virginia,  and  the  relative  co-operation  of  the  State 
b<f(iering  ou'  the  ocean;  and  said,  in  short,  that  Governments,  dec.  and  concluded  by  repeating 
t)»re  were  Kot  ten  points  from  Maine  to  Georgia  ;  the  opinion  he  before  expressed  relative  to  the 
bSi  what  wtfre  exposed,  and  lay  at  the  mercy  of  j  defence  of  the  important  posts  on  the  seaboard. 
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Mr.  Calhou.n,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  in  re-    (the  Opposition)  have  an  object  in  this  language. 
V  to  Messrs.  Grosvenor  and  Webster.     He  '  Who  introduced  this  discussion?     Not  we,  but 

the  gentleman  from  Louisiana.     The  truth  was, 


said  the  arguments  of  these  gentlemen,  in  rela 
tion  to  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  would  be 
much  better  if  our  memories  were  worse.     Who 
did  not  recollect  the   predictions   «o  otten   reite- 
rated during  the  first  session  of  the  twelfth  Con- 
gress, that  within  six,  or  at  furthest  twelve  months 
after  the  declaration  of  war,  our  seacoast  would 
be  depopulated,  our  towns  destroyed,  our  cities 
burnt,   and    the   inhabitants   driven   beyond    the    . 
mountains?      Were   these   predictions  realized  ?  1  out   the   s 
Or  rather,  were  they  not  in  every  respect  falsified  ?  I  House  were 
So  great  had   been    the  impression  produced  in 
England   by  the   inactivity  of  the   vast   British 
armaments  on  our  coasts,  that  it  had  excited  the 
attention  of  the  Parliament,  and  produced  much 
censure.     This   inactivity,   however,   Mr.  C.  be- 
lieved, arose  not  from  any  deficiency  of  that  spirit 
and  enterprise  which  has  always  been  considered 
the   characteristic    of  British  seamen,    but    was 
owing   to   the   danger  of  aitem[>ting  any   thing 
against  our  fortified  posts.    Mr.  C.  was,  therefore, 
surprised  at  the  allegations  of  the  defenceless  state 
of  our  seacoast.    The  language  of  gentlemen  had 
a  meaning,  however.     They  had  ever  striven  to 
make  our  efforts  against  Canada  abortive.     One  I 
way  to  do  so,  was  to  call  out  more  than  the  pro-  I 
portion  of  military  force  to  the  seacoast,  and  leave  1 
the  Government  destitute  of  the  necessary  force  I 
to  carry  on  operations  in  the  North.    They  would  I 
then  have  an  opportunity  to  say   that  our  arms 
had  failed.     They  were  actors  at  the  same  time 
they  were  prophets;  and   verified  their  own  pre- 
dictions hy  using  every  effort  to  bring  them  about, 
in  order  that  they  might  take  advantage  of  them. 
It  was  very  difficult  to  give  entire  protection  to 
every  part  of  our  seacoast;  but  in  the  main  the 
protection  had  been  fully  adequate  to  the  enter- 
prises of  the  enemy  against  it.    The  object  of  the 
accusation  and  clamor  on  this  head  was  evident- 
ly to   divert   the   public  attention   from  Canada, 
and  weaken  our  efforts  in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Grosvlnor  made  another  speech  of  con 


ightest 


Mr.  G.  said,  that  the  Government  had  deserted 
the  seaboard  and  carried  its  troops  on  a  Q,uixotic 
expedition  into  Canada.  He  did  indeed  wish  to 
divert  their  attention  from  Canada,  but  not  by 
indirect  means,  but  by  open  and  avowed  ones.  It 
was  an  object,  he  said,  not  within  their  reach; 
an  object,  in  the  pursuit  of  which  the  blood  6f  the 
people  had  been  and  would  be  poured  out  with-^ 
benefit  to  the  country.  The* 
now  told  this  war  had  assumed  a 
new  aspect,  that  Britain  was  all-powerful.  Gen- 
tlemen ought  to  have  anticipated  it.  He  well  re- 
collected, he  said,  the  time  when  war  was  declar- 
ed ;  it  was  about  the  time  when  the  conqueror 
carried  his  army  into  Russia,  when,  through  the 
subjugation  of  continental  Europe,  England  was 
to  be  reached  and  prostrated.  It  was  at  that  mo- 
ment we  declared  war  against  Great  Britain. 
And  what  was  now  our  situation?  How  long 
was  this  war  to  be  Continued,  plunging  the  nation 
still  deeper  and  deeper  in  disgrace? 

Mr.  Calhoun  replied. — He  said  the  gentleman 
had  very  improperly  charged  the  minority  with 
bringing  on  this  discussion.  The  gentleman 
himself,  on  this,  as  on  every  other  occasion,  in- 
troduced this  topic  of  the  defenceless  state  of  our 
cities;  and  he  would  now  state  a  few  facts  on 
this  head  which  should  put  the  gentleman  down. 
He  then  entered  into  a  view  of  the  defence  of 
various  parts  of  the  coast,  and  tbe  results  of  at- 
tacks attempted  by  the  enemy.  A.s  to  New  York 
in  particular,  iie  had  been  informed  by  a  distin- 
guished naval  commander,  so  far  from  not  being 
able  to  resist  two  seventy-fours,  that  few  towns 
in  the  world  presented  so  respectable  a  defence. 
The  defence  of  our  seaports,  he  concluded,  was 
not  to  be  credited  to  British  forbearance.  He 
declined  entering  into  other  topics  broached  by 
Mr.  Grosvenor,  though  he  did  in  no  wise  agree 
with  him.  To  me,  said  Mr.  C,  it  is  matter  of 
astonishment  to   see  American  citizens,  in  this 


siderable  length,  expatiating  principally  in  sup- ;  body   or  elsewhere,  get  up  and  tell  you  that  all 
port  of  the  position  he  had  taken,  when  up  be- 
fore, relative  to  the  defenceless  state  of  our  sea- 
board.    Among  other  observations,  he  said  that 
many  of  the  towns  on  the  seaboard  were  subject  j 
to  destruction  at  any  moment  by  a  single  frigate ; 
and.  merely   because  the  enemy  had  lorborne  to  ' 
destroy    them,    the    gentleman    contended    they  1 
were    properly  defended  !     This  was,  he  said,  a  ] 
slender   reliance.     Were    these    towns  defended  [ 
against  the  probable  consequence  of  attack  ?    Mr.  j 
G.  denied  that  there  had  been  sufficient  defence; 
and    entered    into    a    particular    examination    to  i 
show  that  there  had  not  been.     New  York,  he 


your  objects  have  failed  ;  that  your  situation  is 
hopeless  ;  and,  that  instead  of  treating  the  subject 
with  patriotic  feeling,  instead  of  exhibiting  des- 
pondency at  that  degradation  of  their  country 
which  they  fancifully  imagine,  they  really  ap- 
pear to  repeat  it  with  delight  and  exultation. 
How,  said  Mr.  C,  do  you  test  a  friend  ?  By  his 
sympathy  in  your  joys,  his  condolenceand  depres- 
sion at  your  sorrows.  How  then  do  you  prove  a 
patriot?  By  his  sympathy  with  his  country's 
cause.  If  that  country  be  in  prosperity,  his  face 
beams  with  joy  ;  if  in  adversity,  it  is  clouded  with 
sorrow.    Does  the  latter  comport  with  the  man- 


said,  until  lately,  had  been  in  such  an  ill  state  of,  ner  of  gentlemen  in  speaking  thus  of  the  situation 
defence,  as  not  to  have  been  defencible  against  two 
seventy-fours — and  entered  into  an  examinalioft 
of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  fortifications  and 
defences  at  other  places,  <tc.,  by  all  which  he  sup- 
ported his  first  position  of  the  deficiency  of  de- 
fence assigned  to  the  maritime  frontier.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  said  that  we 


of  their  country  ?  No,  sir ;  their  countenance 
and  manner  are  wholly  different.  Mr.  C,  was 
not  however  of  the  same  opinion  with  the  gen- 
tlemen. He  still  thought  the  country,  if  united, 
possessed  the  means  of  accomplishing  all  the  ob- 
jects of  the  war,  protecting  our  seamen,  and  ren- 
dering our   commerce  secure.     As  to    the  con- 
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q»«-v  of  Canada,  he   hoped  we  possessed  ample 
m«^ns  to  reduce  all  the  British  provinces  on  this 

ibe  water,  and  he  feared  not  of  acconipli.-h- 
[ibe  objec;  if  necessary. 

Ifc  Webster  again  spoke. — He  said  he  wished 
[gientienjfO  of  the  majority  could  on  the  pres 

occasion  have  met  the  allegation  of  a  neglect 

•tend  the  maritime  frontier  with  some  better 
re^iy  vhan  that  the  war  had  not  been  as  disastrous 
as^-jpie  gentlemen  had  apprehended  it  would  be. 
lb*i  jsome  pan  of  the  coast  was  yet  safe,  that  it 
W4I  pot  all  -laid  in  ashes,  &c.  Instead  of  this, 
wi' )«Jghl  to  have  been  told  of  great  rights  secured. 
\ViiJ^  object  had  been  effected  by  the  war  ?  None, 
DG^albstanding  all  the  sacrifices  of  treasure  and 
bl'lij,  and  lasses  by  the  embargo,  &,c.  Mr.  W. 
enflnjerated  some  defenceless  positions  in  the 
Ea't^and  said  he  could  mention  many  others  if 
hel^foughi  proper.  And  it  was  because  the  re- 
soi^es  of  t^e  naiioi*  had  been  wantonly  misap- 
pljdi— for  stiich  he  called  it.  to  leave  your  own 
soK  defenceless  in  search  of  foreign  conquest.  &c. 
ire  wa»  jiny  one  object  of  Government  higher 


IfJ^r 
th;li}a 


,i|all  othiTs,  it  was  the  protection  of  our  own 

i;!and  if.  the  Government  did    not  grant  it,  11 
eil  in  the  end  for  which  Government  was  in- 


Aa  to  the  resistance  afforded  by  the  in- 

which    appeared  to  be  relied  on,  Mr. 

themselves  if  there 


sti|u(ed. 
ha^ijant 

:iaid.  raeti  would  defend 

fQ  no  Government. 

Irlr.  Fisx,  of  Vermont,  expressed  himself  favor- 
tilie  to  the  amendment;  and  in  voting  for  it,  he 
sa^Jhe  bore  in  mind  the  advice  given  to  the  ma- 
jority the  otjier  day  by  a  gentleman  from  Rhode 


qd,  that.. as  they  were  responsible  for  thecon- 
L'of  the  :ivar,  they  should  "do  iheir  awn  bu- 
sis  in  llitjr  own  \^ay."  He  discussed  and  re- 
(j  to  scnie  of  the  objections  against  the  Sen- 
'a  amendment,  and  answered  to  some  remarks 
_ich  came  from  gentlemen  on  the  other  side. 
A^  to  the  war,  it  was  absurd  enough  to  hear  those 
cl^pging  jhe  Government  with  leaving  the  sea- 
b<lird  destitute  of  military  force,  who  had  declared 
0-5  ibis  floor  that  they  had  heretofore  and  would 
a^i^m  discourage  enlistments.  It  was  equally  so 
tc^ljear  those  complain  of  defenceless  seaports, 
wlu  within  his  recollection,  a  year  or  two  ago, 
T<ct|d  against  a  large  appropriation  for  fortifica- 
ti^ng.  An  to  the  failure  to  afford  protection  to 
oi:.r  citizens,  Mr.  F.  said,  it  was  in  pursuance 
o^ilie  great  duty  of  affording  protection  to  our 
cJiijens  that  this  war  was  commenced,  and  he 
tmsled  it  would  be  prosecuted  till  that  object  was 
seJured.  He  would  sooner  see  the  Government 
a»i|inend  than  give  up  any  positive  and  establislied 
njht.  "VVe  might  tamely  submit  to  encroachment 
frini  day  ta  day  till  every  right  was  frittered 
a'^ay. 

IVlr.  Tallmadge,  'jf  Connecticut,  concluded  the 
dJiate.  He  protested  against  the  position  of  Mr. 
F  yfc,  that  raiher  than  give  up  any  right,  he  would 
g**e  up  all  rights.  That  doctrine,  he  thought, 
W  frit  quite  hevond  the  mark.  He  took  occasion 
t(j[  advert  ip  Mr.  Fisk's  allusion  to  the  vote  on 
lii  bill  appropriating  for  fortifications,  and  quoted 
locuraeot  on  his  table  to  show  an  instance  in 


which,  in  one  year  (probably  the  last)  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  S800.000  had  been  transferred  from 
the  appropriation  for  fortifications  to  the  subsis- 
tence of  the  Army.  When  specific  appropriations 
were  so  disposed  of  under  the  color  of  law,  it  could 
surely  be  or  little  use  to  make  them.  He  opposed 
the  amendment  on  the  ground  of  an  unnecessary 
increase  of  the  military  expenditure  of  Govern- 
ment, already  so  great. 

The  question  was  then  decided  affirmatively 
on  concurrence  with  the  Senate — yeas  81,  nays 
67,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  .\rcher,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Beali,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappeli,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dcnoyelles,  Desha,  Earle, 
Eppe3,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goldsborough,  Grundy, 
Harris.  Haf^brouck,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Ir- 
ving, Jarkson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
nedy, Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
ferls,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee. Rich,  Roane,  Roberts,  RoberUon,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pens>lvania,  TannehiU, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udree.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams, and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nais — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Cajwrton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  .Mass.,  Dewey,  Ely,  Geddes,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hawcs,  Hopkins  of 
New  York,  Howell,  Hungerford,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon, 
.Markell,  .McLean,  .MofTit,  Mosclcy,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturgos,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  the  other  day,  for  adjourning 
Congress  on  the  7th  March  next. 

Mr.  Macon  varied  the  motion  to  the  21st  day 
of  March,  as  he  perceived  the  7th  would  be  per- 
haps too  early  a  day. 

Mr.  Grundy  then  observed,  that  as  varying  the 
day  entirely  varied  the  motion,  some  reflection 
would  benecessary  before  decision  ;  and  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesdav.  February  9. 

Mr.  Grindy  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  requesting 
their  representation  to  use  their  best  endeavors 
to  prevail  upon  Congress  to  propose  to  the  seve- 
ral States,  for  their  adoption,  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  term  of  service  of  Senators  in  Con- 
gress from  six  to  four  years. — Committed  to  a 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state   of  the 

Union.  ■•  r    r    i 

Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ot  tbe 
owners  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Patriota;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

PAUL  CUFFEE. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  '"to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  to  permit  the  departure  of 
Paul  Cuffee  from  the  United  States,  with  a  ves- 
sel and  cargo,  for  Sierra  Leone,  in  Africa,  and 
to  return  with  a  cargo;"  which  was  read  :  When, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  GoLDSBORorcH  that 
the  report  and  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  that  the  report  be  printed. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  said  motion 
was  called  for.  and.  being  taken  on  the  commit- 
ment, it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Post  to  add 
to   the   motion   to   print   the  report,    the    words, 
"and  that  the  memorial  of  Paul  Cuffee  be  also 
printed."    And  the  question  thereon  being  taken. 
It  was  determined   m  the  negative.     The  report 
was  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  is  as  loUows: 
"That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  it  would 
be  impolitic,  at  a  lime  when  the   Government  of  the 
United  States  has  been  compelled,  from  imperious  ne- 
ceMity,  to  prohibit  the   coasting  trade,  to  prevent  the 
enemy    from    obtaining    supplies    of  provisions,    and 
thereby  from   keeping   a   considerable  naval  force  on 
the  coast  of  the   United  States,  to  relax  the  prohibi- 
tions of  the  embargo  law,  on  the  application  of  an  in- 
dividual, for  a  purpose  which,  how  benevolently  soever 
conceived,   cannot  be   considered   in   any  other   light 
than  as  speculative— the  efforts  heretofore  made  and 
directed    by   the  zeal    and   intelligence   of  the  Sierra 
Leone  Company  having  failed  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject  designed  by  its    institution.     When  exemptions 
from   the  operation  of  a  law  are  made,  the  justice  of 
which  is  not  seen   by   every   citizen,  the  wisdom  of 
which  is  questionable,  and  the  necessity  of  which  is 
not   palpably  evident,  discontent,  if  it   did    not  exist, 
would  bo  produced  ;  and  if  it  did  exist,  it  would,  by 
such  pohcy,  acquire  expansion  and  vigor. 

"  In  what  manner  soever  the  act  from  the  Senate  be 
contemplated,    the    committee   see    difficulties    which 
cannot  be  overcome  by  any  suggestions  of  their  inge- 
nuity.    They,  therefore,  from  this  view  of  the  subject, 
feel  themselves  constrained  to  recommend  the  rejection 
of  the  act  to   authorize   the   President  of  the  United 
States  to  permit   the   departure  of  Paul  Cuffee  from 
the  United  States,  with  a  vessel  and  cargo,  for  Sierra 
Leone,  in  Africa,  and  to  return  with  a  cargo." 
MODIFICATION  OF    THE  EMBARGO. 
An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
permit  vessels  to  return  to  the  ports  where  their 
owners  reside,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Post  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  restric- 
tive system  in  every  part,  but,  as  a  majority  had 
determined  on  the  embargo,  he  was  against  any 
partial  repeal  of  if.  He  wished  the  efficacy  of 
the  measure  might  be  tried  without  relaxation. 
Every  motion  to  relax  the  system,  was  a  strong 
evidence  that  the  embargo  law  was  wrong,  but  I 


he  wished  a  fair  experiment  might  be  made  of 
it;  being  convinced  that  the  result  would  prove 
its  injurious  effects.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Shipherd  said,  much  as  he  desired  to  see 
his  fellow-citizens  emancipated  from  the  severe 
restrictions  with  which  they  were  now,  in  many 
parts  of  the  Union  embarrassed  ;  yet.  lor  certain 
reasons,  he  should  feel  himself  constrained  to  vote 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  the  House. 

In  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  voting  for  that 
bill,  will  be  an  implied  recognition  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  embargo  law,  which  has  been 
passed  this  session — an  admission  which  he  could 
never  make;  and,  although  he  approved  of  the 
reasoning  of  his  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Post,) 
yet,  this  stronger  reason  operated  upon  his  mind, 
and  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  this 

bill. 

Is  the  embargo  law  Constitutional  ?  said  Mr. 
S. ;  a  law  which  locks  up  your  harbors  and  in- 
terdicts all  intercourse,  by  water,  from  port  to 
port,  from  dock  to  dock,  although  in  the  same 
Slate  ?  If  it  is,  Congress  have  the  Constitutional 
right  not  only  to  confine  our  citizens  to  the  land, 
biTt  to  any  spot  thereof,  which  they  may  choose. 
They  may  confine  every  man  to  his  farm,  his 
yard,  or  wherever  they  please.  Every  ferry  may 
be  embargoed,  every  boat  and  canoe  may  be 
chained  to  the  shore. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  deny  that  we  have  any  such 
right ;  and  I  venture  to  pronounce,  that  we  broke 
over  the  Constitutional  provisions,  when  you 
pa"-sed  the  embargo  laws.  We  created  an  en- 
gine of  tyranny,  an  engine  of  oppression.  We 
exercised  powers  which  were  never  intended  to 
be  vested  in  us.  Look  at  your  Constitution,  and 
show  me  in  what  part  of  that  instrument  you 
find  any  provision — a  line,  a  word,  that  author- 
izes Congress  to  prohibit  the  coasting  from  one 
port  in  a  State  to  another  in  the  same  State. 
You  may  look,  sir,  but  you  look  in  vain  ;  you 
search,  but  you  find  no  such  clause. 

Will  gentlemen  pretend,  that  without  Consti- 
tutional powers,  they  have  a  right  to  legislate  J  I 
trust  not. 

Omission,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  our  Constitutioti  is 
prohibition.  Any  law  enacted  by  Congress,  which 
cannot  be  comprehended  within  some  special  or 
general  provision  of  the  Constitution,  is  a  void 
law. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S..  I  do  not  mean  here  to  express 
any  opinion,  whether  an  embargo  law,  prohibit- 
ing the  coasting  from  one  State  to  another  within 
the  United  States,  or  the  prohibition  of  vessels  to 
depart  from  ports  in  the  United  States,  to  foreign 
ports,  is  Constitutional.  It  is  enough  for  my  pre- 
sent purpose,  that  we  have  not  the  right  to  inter- 
dict the  passage  from  port  to  port  in  the  same 
State. 

Bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  this  part  of  your  law, 
and  I  will  vote  for  it ;  but  the  present  recognises, 
impliedly  at  least,  a  power  to  enact  such  a  law — 
a  power  I  deny — a  power  I  never  wish  to  see  ex- 
ist in  my  country — a  power  which  is  wholly  in- 
compatible with  liberty. 
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^in,  sail]  Mr.  S..  I  object  to  the  bill  on  our 
laL||.'.  It  is  ri  form  and  title  intended  to  grant 
rel.yf  to  the  citizens  un  the  seaboard  ;  but  it  fails 
in  |Jbstauc^^-it  grants  nothing  of  importance — 
it  If  an  msult.and  mockery  to  the  feelings  of  ilio^e 
wha  bave  bee^i  pinched  and  ground  by  the  odious 
resjictions  i^pon  the  navigation  of  the  United 
St^f.  It  i^  but  saying  you  may  choose  your 
plafc  to  di^-;for  die  you  must — die  you  shall. 
iMi'erabU'  privilege,  which  is  granted  by  the 
Yuu  njay  remove  your  empty  vessel  from 
io  port— but,  although  you  starve,  you  are 
u  carry  provisions;  you  are  not  to  take  pas- 
ers,  aitliCiUgh  they  may  be  obliged  to  travel 
Ireds  of  miles  on  foot.  The  bill,  therefore, 
wil^ not  essentially  meliorate  the  wretched  con- 
ditio of  yoijrr  citizens;  it  will  not  alleviate  the 
suf^rings  of-your  citizens.  Are  they  hungry,  it 
wiqjnot  feed^them ;  have  they  a  vast  distance  to 
iraiel,  you:  ibiU  wih  not  transport  them.  For 
theije  reason-?  also,  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill. 

1  jgain,  sir  said  Mr.  S..  the  bill  gives  to  your 
col  ,-qiors  10,^  much  power;  it  allows  them  to 
gra  it'  favors  at  discretion ;  to  dispense  and  dis- 
pos  of  Executive  favors  at  pleasure;  to  exercise 
disi  retion  as-  to  the  proper  objects  to  be  favored 
UDt  er  the  U^v.  Now,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  any 
sue  i  discreujoary  p^jwers  to  be  invested  in  these 
me  I.  It  IS  l;^'0  well  known,  that  many  of  them 
are  none  of  ihe  best;  and,  at  a  time,  when  par- 
tia  Uy  is  ex(<icised  ;  indeed,  when  it  is  almost  the 
golerning  punciple  of  men  in  power  in  the  Ex- 
ecAijre  DepiTlment,  I  wish  to  define  the  powers 
of  luch  omoiirs.  Allow  them  to  execute,  but  I 
beilech  you-to  stop  there;  do  not  allow  them  to 
juwe;;  give-*hem  noj  these  high  prerogatives — 
thilimpropt*:  patronage,  which  will  give  them 
ihtlopportunity  to  favor  one  and  depress  another, 
liir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  have  another  objection  to  the 
bill  It  gives  no  rights  that  do  not  now  exist; 
riglts  guara:itied  to  the  good  people  of  this  coun- 
tryjby  a  paramount  law.  the  Constitution  of  our 
coiiatry ;  a  nice  Utile  instrument,  which  yet 
gu}f<is  our  liberty.  That  instrument,  Mr.  Speak- 
er,|jnres  youV  citizeps  the  privileges,  and  all  of 
thifn,  whiqh  the  bill  before  us  purports  to  grant; 
an««ot  on(y  those,  but  it  goes  vastly  farther.  In 
ths*,  sir,  I  trust  my  suffering  fellow-citizens  will 
finiu  sanctuary  for  their  rights;  with  this  in- 
strtfQi^ent  in  i'lheir  bunds,  they  need  not  ask  the 
G(zeirnmen(,  to  pernail  them  to  coast  along  their 
shi»€^;  but 'they  may,  and  will  be  justified,  in 
ovlri^rowmj  by  force,  the  collector  who  shall 
ba^'^he  foolish  temerity  to  attempt  a  prevention 
of  \ht  exeircise  of  this  right. 

^  r.  Farbow  spoke  against  the  bill. 
r.  Wa^iij,  of  Massachusetts,  observed  that  no 
in  or  oitf  of  the  House  detested  the  embargo 
e  than  ly  did;  and  he  coincided  ia  opinion 
igenilen?en,  that  ;he  part  restricting  the  coast- 
t(ade,  .so  as  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  vessels 
li^one  poft  in  a  State  to  another  port  in  the 
State,  was  unconstitutional.  He,  however, 
dil^rjed  with  his  friends,  who  thought  that  the 
pak^e  of  jhe  bill  under  consideration  would 
sat  :i3un  tht  idea,  th.ii  Congress  had  the  powe; 


J^ 


I 


I  : 


to  pass  the  embargo  law.  If  he  could  suppose  it 
would  amount  to  a  recognition  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  pass  the  embargo  law.  he  would  vote 
against  the  Mil  under  consideration  ;  but  he  could 
see  no  reason  fqr  such  an  inference.  As  well 
might  it  be  said,  that  gentlemen  ought  not  to 
vote  for  repealing  the  law,  because  the  law  it.self 
was  unconstitutional,  and  therefore  of  no  effect. 
Believing  that  the  bill  could  do  no  possible  injury, 
and  that  it  might  possibly  do  some  good,  he  should 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Humphreys  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hanso.n  said,  he  did  not.  rise  with  a  view 
to  induce  a  protracted  discussion  of  the  bill. 
From  the  disposition  shown  by  the  House,  it  was 
apparent  the  majority  would  not  participate  in  the 
debate.  Indeed,  when  a  distinct  point  had  been 
raised,  to  lead  to  an  examination  of  the  constitu- 
tionality of  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  embargo 
law,  the  sub-chairman  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  in  his  usual  spirit  of  procrastina- 
tion, declined  meeting  the  question  of  constitu- 
tionality. Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  happy  to  perceive 
the  evidence  given  of  a  concurrence  of  sentiment 
among  the  honorable  gentlemen  with  whom  he 
was  accustomed  to  act.  When  the  bill  was  in 
committee,  he  had  voted  against  every  proposi- 
tion to  amend  it.  His  vote  seemed  to  require  some 
explanation.  To  be  brief  and  exjilicit.  he  would 
say  that  he  was  immovably  opposed  to  any  mo- 
tion partially  relaxing  the  vigor  of  the  embargo 
act.  He  was  unalterably  averse  to  these  idle  at- 
tempts to  mend  what  from  its  nature  was  not 
amendable.  This  little  tinkering  plan  was  worse 
than  fruitless.  For  himself,  Mr.  H.  had  no  hes- 
itation in  saying,  he  would  not  impliedly  sanc- 
tion, by  a  vote  to  amend,  an  act  which,  after 
mature  reflection,  and  bestowing  upon  the  sub- 
ject all  the  thought  from  its  important  character 
It  was  entitled  to,  he  was  prepared  to  pronounce 
unconstitutional.  As  such,  it  was  not  binding 
upon  the  people — it  was  an  act  of  usurpation. 
Mr.  H.  would  not  consent  to  compromise  with 
usurpation  in  any  shape.  He  could  not  bring 
himself  to  vote  affirmatively  on  any  proposition 
winch  did  not  eradicate  the  evil — which  did  not 
include  an  absolute  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  act. 
He  was  free  to  repeat,  that  that  act  had  no  bind- 
ing force,  and  it  was  left  to  the  people  to  say, 
under  all  circumstances,  whether  it  ought  to  be 
obeyed  and  submitted  to.  Gentlemen  need  not 
be  startled  by  this  declaration.  They  should  lec^'-^ 
ollect,  that  the  principle  of  resistance  was  iuh^- 
ent  in  all  free  Governments.  It  belonged  to  ihe 
very  nature  of  all  social  compacts,  was  immul^ 
Lie,  fundamental,  and  permanent.  He  trusted 
nothing  he  had  uttered  would  be  construed  into 
an  intention  to  inflame  the  passions  of  the  people 
la  the  section  of  country  which  particularly  felt 
the  pressure  of  this  unconsiiiutional  act  of  the 
Government.  The  Union  he  should  ever  cher- 
ish ;  he  valued  it  as  he  did  the  apple  of  his  eye. 
But  it  should  be  always  borne  in  mind,  that  there 
was  a  point  beyond  which  oppression  could  not 
go  ;  when  submission  would  cease  to  be  a  virtue, 
much  less  a  duty.     There  was  a  point   beyond 
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which  the  most  generous  and  confiding  people 
could  not  be  carried,  or  expected  to  advance. 
But.  when  the  same  submission  should  cease,  and 
resistance  commence,  would  always  be  decided 
after  much  calm  deliberation  and  manly  consul- 
tation. That  it  was  a  question  which  there  was 
wisdom  and  virtuous  firmness  in  the  freemen  of 
this  Republic  to  decide,  seasonably  and  judi- 
ciously. 

Mr.  Pickering  said,  that  several  amendments 
had  been  ofl'ered  to  the  bill  which  he  considered 
correct,  but  which  had  been  rejected.  As  the 
bill  now  stood,  he  saw  little,  if  any,  advantage 
that  could  be  derived  by  any  individual.  The 
great  object  of  the  bill  was  to  allow  a  facility  to 
the  Government  to  transport  military  stores  to 
carry  on  the  war.  As  he  was  confident  of  the 
inexpediency  and  injustice  ol  the  war.  he  could 
vote  for  no  bill  which  in  any  manner  aided  it. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  passed — 
yeas  100,  nays  40.  as  follows: 

Y«A» — Me««rs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Archer, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Beail,  Bowcn,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Brown,  Butler,  Caperlon,  Caldwell,  Cham- 
pion, Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Eppes,  *>an8,  Findley,  For- 
ney, Foraylh,  ?'ranklin,  (Jholson,  Goldaborough,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdm,  Grundy,  Hale,  Hall,  Hams,  Hasbrouck, 
Hopkins  of  New  York,  Hubbard,  Humphreya,  Hun- 
Kcrford,  Ingeraoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackaon  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackaon  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  MaaaachusetU,  LcfTerU,  .Macon,  .McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim,  Montgomery,  Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleaaant*,  John  Keed.  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Roane, 
RobcrU,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Sevier,  Shefley,  Sherwood, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
aon,  Troup,  Udree,  Scmt,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and 
Yancey— 100. 

Nats— Messrs.  .Vvery,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradley, 
Cilley,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Dewey,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson, 
Hawes,  Howell,  l^wis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell,  McKec, 
Moffit,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering.  Post,  Potter, 
Schureman,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stockton, 
Stuart,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Whealon,  Wilcox,  Wil- 
liams, and  Winter — 40. 


Estimated  receipt*  and  expenditurei  for  ihefir%t  qxtar- 

ter  uf  the  year  1814. 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  Ist  January,  1814,  including  the 
Hum    subject    to  prtivious    appropria- 
tions, about      $4,700,000 

From    customs    and    public 

lands        -  -  -  -$1,800,000 


Internal  revenue 

Direct  tax,  amount  payable 
by  the  States  which  have 
assumed,  about 

Loan  of  seven  and  a  half  mil- 
lions        .         -         .         - 

Treasury  notes    -         -         - 


700,000 


1,159,000 

.'3,650,000 
1,070,000 


8,379,000 
$13,079,000 


THE  LOAN  FOR  1814 
Eppes.   of 


Virginia,  the 
of  the 
-dol- 


On   raoiiou   of  Mr 
House   resolved   itself  into  a  Committee 
Whole,  on  a  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  of — 
lars.     The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  E.  rose  to  move  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill. 
and  to  state  the  reasons  for  its  amount,  and  why 
the  loan  bill  had  been  introduced  at  this  stage  of 
the  session,  before  the  appropriation  bills  were 
reported,  and  of  course  before  it  could  be  precisely 
ascertained  what  the  amount  of  those  appropria- 
tions would  be.  He  then  made  the  following 
statement  of — 


Estimated  Expenditures. 
Civil,  diplomatic,    and   mis- 
cellaneous        ... 
Military   expenses 
Naval  expenses    -         -         - 

Public  debt : 

Treasury  notes     ... 

Dividend  payable  on  the  1st 
of  April,  on  the  funded 
debt,  in  addition  to  mon- 
eys of  sinking  fund  in 
hand,  about 


$450,000 
6,000,000 
1,800,000 

1,014,000 


1,000,000 


10,264,000 


Would  leave  on  the  first  of  April     -         -    $'2,816,000 


From  this  statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  it  ap- 
pears important  that  the  loan  should  be  put  in 
operation,  so  as  to  insure,  from  that  source,  a  suf- 
ficient sum  in  aid  of  the  revenue,  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  next  quarter. 

The  expenditures  of  the  year  1814,  ore  estimated  tig 

follows  : 

For  the  civil  list,  including  the  principal  and  interest 

.    $13,900,000 

-      24,550,000 

6,900,000 


of  the  public  debt 
For  the  Military  Establishment 
For  the  Naval  Establishment 


Amounting,  altogether,  to  -        -   $45,350,000 


The  funds  to  meet  this  expenditure,  are  estimated  as 

follows  : 
Revenue  derived  from  customs  and  the  sales  of  public 


lands         ...--- 
Internal  revenue  and  direct  taxes  - 
Balance  of  the  loan  of  seven  milUons  of 
dollars       ------ 

Balance  of  Treasury  notes  - 
Cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  3 Ist  day  of 
December,  after  deducting  three  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
estimated  as  sufficient  to  satisfy  appro- 
priations made  prior  to  that  day,  and 
leaving,  applicable  to  the  service  of 
the  year  1814 


$0,600,000 
3,500,000 

3,650,000 
1,070,000 


1,180,000 
16,000,000 


m 
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8o  thai  ttiere  r<n>*mB  to  b«  proTided  for, 

by  Sar«    -       , $29,350,000 


To  ms7t  ihis  defiiiency,  it  is  proposed  to 

•ulArtze  a  lorfa  for  -         -         -         -    $25,000,000 
Tre*«*y  notes  1«t         -         -        -         -        5,000,000 


?§iKing>  to^'lether,  the  sura  of 


$30,000,000 


ThI  estimate  for  the  Military  department  be- 
ing rr^de  on  the  full  cimplement  of  63.422  offi- 
li  men  foir  the  year,  and  one  month  having 
alreacf/  expire<^-,  it  is  presumed  that  a  deduction 
from  itje  exf^euses  of  the  Military  department 
may  ie,  mad*, Sufficient  to  cover  the  additional 
bounj  jrecenily  authorized,  and  that  six  hundred 
and  M'ly  thouj>and  doUars  will  be  sufficient  to 
meet  |ii|y  oth*f  expense  which  may  be  author- 
ized (MJ'^ng  'h*i  present  session  of  Congress.  The 
sum  ij  |)e  borrowed  is  much  larger  than  any  loan 
heretf|i'i4re  autltorized  in  this  country;  it  is  fully 
equalise'  two  jnjars  revenue  in  the  most  flourish- 
ing [jr«od  of '>ur  commerce.  Our  experience, 
howtleV,  has  jhown  that  a  faithful  application 
of  till  funds  o(  the  nation  in  times  of  peace,  will 
enabl*  Us  to  p*y  ofif,  within  a  reasonable  period, 
any  A\^  whic;i  may  be  contracted  durina;  war. 
In  ela/iyn  yea!*,  during;  the  present  and  former 
AdmA>^tratior«i,  forty-nix  millions  of  dollars  of 
the  Ji;»cipai  i){  the  public  debt  were  paid  off. 
Witi&iit  takir:;g  into  view,  therefore,  the  progress 
of  pi^uilation  and  wealih.  we  are  authorized  to 
say,  Jfii^t  the  r.'suurces  of  the  nation,  without  any 
systeli^f  intitrnal  taxes,  are  sufficient,  in  limes 
of  p«if»e.  to  lijscharge.  in  twenty-two  years,  a 
debt  |f'ninety>two  millions  of  dollars  principal. 
Durifvjilhe  fivi:  years  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion, jpjr  preparation  for  war,  and  the  war,  have 
causf^  ;an  incitfease  of  the  debt ;  that  increase. 
howf»tjr,  is  g"^ally  bttlow  what  the  enemies  of 
the  ^jlioinistroiion  have  endeavored  to  make  it. 

Tl*  lncreas>«  of  debc  in  every  country,  where 
the  i(  C(irest  is  negularly  paid,  (and  in  this  it  al- 
ways has  beeri.)  Will  be  the  difference  between 
the  p;  jricipal  b^^rrowed  and  the  principal  paid.  A 
state;  i«Qt,  the.'efore,  of  the  principal  paid  and 
the  [jliiicipal  l^.orrowed,  during  the  five  years  of 
Mr.  ."ijjdison's  Administration,  will  show  the  ac- 
tual ^(Srease  of  the  debt: 


18101  1 

i8iit  i 


Principal  paid. 


1812 
1813' 


> 

J 
I 

4 


f 

I'lincipal  yaid  - 


1813,  seven  tnd  m  half  millions  loan, 
($3,850,000,)  annuities  inciu 


ded 

Treasury  note,  1812  - 
Treasury  note,  1813- 

The  principal  borrowed 
The  principal  paid     - 

Leaves  - 


■  $3,586,47  9  26 

.  5,163,476  93 

.  6,543,470  89 

.  6,235,668  00 

.  4,022,700  00 

$23,551,795  08 


Prin^ptil  receii'^d  from  loans  during  the  same  period. 

-  $0,000,000  00 

-  2,750,000  00 

-  0,000,000  00 

-  10,181,700  OU 


1809  5  < 
laiOtf  ] 
1811  V 

1^12,A;^|^yen  mijlions  loiiLn 


1 


1813^i;tteen  isillions  loan,  annuities 
^I'oclude*^';        .         -        -         - 


18,109,377  00 


-  $4,362,600  00 

-  5,000,000  00 

-  3,930,000  00 

-$44,336,677  51 

-  23,551,795  08 

.$20,784,881  43 


The  above  amount  is  the  actual  increase  of 
the  debt  from  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son's Administration  to  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
estimate  includes  the  premium  paid  by  way  of 
annuity  or  discount,  and  the  addition  which  has 
been  stated,  is  of  a  debt  bearing  six  per  cent, 
interot. 

It  may,  perhaps,  on  the  present  occasion,  be 
expected  that  something  should  be  said  as  to  the 
prospect  of  obtaining  a  loan.  In  proportion  as 
you  increase  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  you  will 
always  increase  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  money. 
The  quantum  in  market,  whether  specie  or  stock. 
will  always  have  an  importaat  bt-aring  on  the 
value  of  the  article.  The  ability  of  a  communi- 
ty to  lend,  must  depend  on  its  income  or  on  the 
value  of  its  productive  industry  and  its  circulat- 
ing medium.  What  is  that  amount  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stales?     It  is  with  some  degree  of  diffidence 

I  attempt  such  an  estimate.  If,  however,  in  ma- 
king this  attempt,  I  shall  succeed  in  calling  to 
this  subject  the  attention  of  others  better  quali- 
fied to  develope  the  resources  of  the  nation,  I  shall 
rest  satisfied. 

The  improved  land  on  which  the  direct  tax, 
under  the  act  of  1798  was  collected,  was  163,- 
476.686  acres,  and  valued,  at  that  time,  at  $479,- 
293,  253,  raiher  more  than  three  dollars  per  acre. 

II  is  presumed  the  same  land  may  now  be  aver- 
aged at  six  dollars  per  acre,  which  will  give — 

For  the  valuation  of  improved  land    -      $982,480,000 

The  dwelling-houses  under  the  same 
act,  were  valued  at  $140,683,984. 
They  may  now,  with  safety,  be  es- 
timated at  double  that  sum     -         -        280,000,000 

The  unimproved  lands,  after  deduct- 
ing all  the  claims  on  them,  amount 
to  four  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
at  two  dollars  per  acre    -         -         -        800,000,000 

The  other  personal  property,  including 

slaves,  is  estimated  at      -         -         -        300,000,000 

The  capital  embarked  in  commerce 
previous  to  the  war,  allowing  for 
exports  and  imports        ...        100,000,000 

The  bank  capital,  at  present,  amounts 

to 75,000,000 

Turnpike,  canal,  toll-bridge,  insurance 

stock,  &c. 30,000,000 


Total 


$2,567,480,000 


The  income  arising  on  this  capital  may  be  estimated 
as  follovua  : 

Profit  on  improved  land,  two  percent, 
on  $982,480,000    -         .         -         .        $19,649,600 
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On  personal  property,  including  dwel- 
ling-houses, $580,000,000,  at  four 
per  cent.         .         .         -         -         - 

Fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  capiul  em- 
ployed in  commerce        .         .         - 

Eight  per  cent,  on  $75,000,000,  the 
amount  of  bank  capital  -         -         - 

Turnpike,  canal,  insurance,  and  other 
stock,  su  j>er  cent,  on  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars         -         "    .     '     .    ' 

Product  of  all  other  occupations,  in- 
cluding manufactures,  as  stated  in 
the  last  census        .         -         -         - 

ToUl       .         -         -         - 


$23,200,000 

15,000,000 

6,000,000 

1,800,000 

172,000,000 


$237,649,600 


In  the  year  1797,  the  whole  value  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  the  industry  of  the  United  States 
was  estimated,  by  an  able  and  intelligent  writer, 
on  a  population  of  four  millions  and  a  half,  at 
thirty-seven  millions  and  a  half,  or  $163,000.- 
000;  vide  Cooper's  Political  Arithmetic,  page  47. 
According  to  the  same  estimate,  for  our  present 
population,  it  would  be  three  hundred  millions. 
This  estimate  would  be  62,000,000  above  what  I 
have  rated  it  at.  and  induces  me  to  repose  some 
confidence  in  the  estimate  I  have  made. 

The  writers  on  political  economy  differ  as  to 
the  proportion  between  the  amount  of  the  cir- 
culating meilium  and  the  productive  industry. 
Their  calculations  vary  from  one-fifth  to  one- 
thirtieth — one-thirtieth,  the  minimum  of  Smith, 
on  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  million  eight 
hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  six  hundred, 
would  give  something  more  than  §7,000,000  for 
the  necessary  circulation  of  the  United  States. 
His  maximum,  one-fifth,  would  give  something 
more  than  $47,000,000.  If  then  $47,569,120  is 
sufficient  for  the  actual  circulation,  the  whole  of 
the  circulating  medium  above  that  sum  might 
be  locked  up  or  drawn  from  circulation  without 
producing  inconvenience  or  pressure.  But  mo- 
ney borrowed  by  the  Government  is  not  drawn 
from  circulation,  but  is  instantly  thrown  back  on 
the  community,  and  becomes  a  part  of  the  gen- 
eral circulation. 

The  question   then  is,  what  is  the   amount  of 
circulaiiugr   medium?      Tne   Bank   capital    has, 
been  stated   at  $75,000,000  ;  on   this  capital  we  | 
may  calculate  with   safety   on   a   circulation   in  i 
Dotts  and  discount  of  SIOO.000,000.     From   this 
Bum  deduct  $47,569,120,  the  maximum  of  what 
is  deemed  necessary  for  circulation,  and  the  sum 
remaining,  viz:  S52.430,880,  constitutes  the  abil- 
ity of  the   moneyed  capitalists   lo   loan — of  this 
sum  we  propose  lo  borrow  §30.000.000.     Having 
shown  the  ability  lo   lend,  the  only  question  re- 
maining  is,  will  it  be  the  interest  ol    those  who 
hold  the  moneyed  capital  to  advance  it  to   ihe 
Government?      A  moneyed    capitJilist    will    al- 
ways pursue  his  interest.     In  deciding  this  ques- 
tion, the  calculation  will   be  made  on  peace  or 
war.     No  prudent  man  will  loan  his  money  with- 
out taking  into  view  both  these  events.     In  the 
evenl  of  peace,  an  immediate  rise  in  the  price  of 
stock  affords  a  certain  prospect  of  profit.     As  an 


investiture  of  money  it  is  more  safe  than  in  the 
banks,  inasmuch  as  individuals  may  fail  and  the 
nation  cannot.     For  a  merchant  whose   capital, 
ID  consequence  of  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  is  withdrawn   from  commerce,  it   is  a 
better   investiture   than   in   manufactures.     The 
money  invested  in  manufactures  cannot  be  with- 
drawn without  loss,  in  the  sale  of  the  buildings 
and  machinery  necessary  for  carrying   them  on. 
The  Slock,  however,  of  the  United  States  could 
at  once  be  converted  into  money  at  considerable 
profit,  and  his  capital  again  restored  to  its  former 
channel.     If.  therefore,  peace  shall  take  place,  to 
which,  I  confess.  I  look  forward  with  some  degree 
of  confidence,  the  present  loan   combines  all  the 
advantages  of  "  safely,"    *'  profit,"  and  a  com- 
mand at  will  of  the  capital  invested.     If,  on  the 
contrary,  these  expectations  shall  be  disappointed 
and   the   war   continue,  our  limited   commerce 
must  leave  unemployed  a  large  surplus  capital. 
It  is  true  that  the  increasing  demand  fur  our  own 
manufactures  may  afford  employment  for  a  part 
of  this  capital.     To  those,  however,  who  have 
formed  commercial  habits,  and  look  forward   to 
resuming  iheir  accustomed  occupations,  such  an 
employment  of  capital  cannot  be  desirable.     The 
stability  of  our  credit,  founded  on  a  punctual  com- 
pliance with  our  engagements,  must  be  gratify- 
ing to  every    American.     During   twenty-seven 
years  ihe  faith  of  the  nation  has  never  been  ques- 
I  lioned — our  credit  has  grown  with  our  strength. 
\  Our  resources  are  ample — to  bring  them  into  ac- 
I  tion  requires  nothing  but  union  and  energy. 
I      Mr.  BiGELOw. — Mr.   Chairman.   I   shall   vote 
I  against  filling  the  blank  in  this  bill  with  twenty- 
five  millions,  or  with  any  other  sura.     1  shall  not 
do  it.  because  I  believe  that  it  will  not  require  so 
I  large  a  loan   to   defray  the  expenses  which    the 
;  measures  of  the  present  session  will  create,  or  be- 
j  cause  I  do  not  believe  that  the  income  of  the  land 
I  and   other  property  in   the  United  Slates  would 
,  amount  lo  that  sum. 

I  shall  yote  against  it,  on  the  principle  that  il 
!  is  to  obtain  money  to  prosecute  a  war  of  inva'^ion 
and  conquest — a  war  which  has  been  as  unwisely 
managed,  as  it  was  improvidenily  declared.  I 
shall  vote  against  it,  on  the  principle  that  the 
measures  which  preceded  and  produced  it  were 
radically  wrong. 

To  explain  lo  the  Committee  my  ideas  on  this 
subject.  It  will  be  necessary  to  glance  at  events  in 
Europe  for  some  years  past;  events,  the  magni- 
tude and  variety  of  which  have  been  of  a  nature 
not  10  afford  the  mind  lime  lo  examine  and  con- 
template the  causes  and  effects  of  one,  before  it 
has  been  astonished  with  another.  An  attempt 
to  louk  back,  and  trace  the  various  effects  of  each 
in  producing  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Ad- 
ministration of  this  country,  as  it  respects  the  two 
great  belligerents,  would  be  a  task  lo  which  I 
certainly  have  not  the  vanity  to  aspire.  But,  as 
such  a  course  is  highly  necessary  to  enable  us 
to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  policy  pursued 
by  the  Administration,  and  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing that  policy,  I  will  stale  some  of  the  most 
prominent  events  in  Europe,  and  allempl  to  show 
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thattilje  meli.sarM  caused  by  the  operation  of  that 
infli-rtce  hav  •  been  etroneous,and  the  sooner  the 

id   the   procedure  cor- 


expect,  sir,  wiih  my 


errq     is  acknowledged,  anc 

reel   J;  the  better.     I  cannot 

feel  L>  power}.,  to  produce  conviction,   but   I   do 

hop  ; to  be  aCie  to  provoke   inquiry  and  investi- 

gaii   n.  ' 

l*e  first  g^reat  error  (I  speak  of  errors  in  regard 
Irforeigi.  relations)  which  I  shall  notice,  was 
•fusal  oT  the  late  President  to  lay  before  the 
rte  the  treaty  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pink- 
^concludfd  with  Great  Britain  in  December. 
186u  and  received  by  him  in  March,  1807,  before 
the  ^iljournr.ient  of  ihat  body.  Sir.  that  he  might 
harj  yished^i  better  ireaiy,  I  have  no  doubt ;  and 
r«»  as  liale  doubt,  had  the  state  of  Europe 
iJifTeretft,  it  would  liave  been  laid  before  that 
and  b(^en  ratified. 

ivn  this  subject,   I  wish  gentlemen  to  pay 
Icular  attention  to  daies. 
1  the  2l3t  November.  1806.  the  French  Em- 
(r-then  hi   his   imperial   camp  at  Berlin,  the 
cap  t*l  of  Prussia,  which  he  liad  victoriously  en- 
ten  IJafter  t^he  battle  of  Jena,  issued   his  famous 
Bei  \i  decre«e.     This  decree  declared  the  British 
isla  \iU  in  a  state  of  blockade,  prohibited  all  cora- 
me  :e  and  ioorrespondence  with  them,  declared 
all    rtt-rchanllise  belonging  to  Eng:land,  or  coming 
fro   1  its  mavufactories  and  colonies,  lawful  prize, 
dec      It  waijal  this  time  Napoleon  attempted  to 
pui  in  exefiltion  the  gigantic  project  of  blockad- 
ing the  islat^ds  of  Great  Britain,  not   by  a   naval 
fot  e,  but   lif  compelling  or   flattering  all   other 
□a    ons  to  Uiiitewith  France  in  the  total  prohibi- 
tio     of  all  ijitercourse  with  Great  Britain.     This 
dei;   ee,  and  ^  his  intention  of  the  French  Emperor, 
we  f  knowi;  to  the  President  before  the  treaty  of 
M'Jliroe  aoii  Pinkney  arrived.     To  have  ratified 
th^  treaty,  Jtwould  have  permitted  commercial  in-  | 
teriourse  bc;tween  us  and  Great  Britain,  been  in  | 
dirJct  violation   of  the  Berlin   decree,  and    have 
coiiteracie'l  the  designs  of  the  French  Emperor, 
th£  explicitly  expressed.    Add  to  this,  that  Great 
BrTain  wast  then  expected  to   be  crushed,  by  the 
pr(>.sure  of  dhe  war  and  taxes  upon  her  subjects, 
aiiS'J  by  tli#  mighty  genius  and  power  of  Bona- 
pa«|e.  and  li<tle  doubt  can  remain  of  the  real  cause 
of i lie  refu>al  of  Mj.  Jefferson   to  lay  the  treaty 
re  the  ^nate. 

r.  Chairman,  the  minority  have  been    repeat- 

chargeri  with  defeating,  by  their  opposition, 

b^neficiiil  and  happy  results  which  would  have 

ot4.'«wise  b^en  produced  by  the  measures  of  the 

Ai  ii|inistra<ion. 

M.1  the  trjinority  oppose  the  treaty  of  Monroe 
an  pinkney?  Did  they  influence  the  President 
to  efuse  torlay  it  before  the  Senate  ?  No  sir,  the 
ac  was  his ^wn.  and  that  of  his  Cabinet,  of  which 
th,  present.vPresident  was  one;  and  what  share 
he  tiad  in  t[ie  transaction,  I  leave  for  him  and  the 
prlicnt  Secretary  of  State  tu  adjust  and  settle,  if 
it  las  not  ai^ready  be«-n  done.  But.  had  this  treaty 
beja  adopt»id,  and  a  prudent  course  of  measures 
piJsued,  it*vould,  ill  all  human  probability,  have 
sa  Jed  the  country  from  the  whole  group  of  em- 
bargoes, o(.4a-intercourses,  and  non-importations; 


and  also  from  the  present  disastrous  war.  with  all 
its  concomitant  evils,  loans,  taxes,  distresses,  pri- 
vations, and  blood. 

True  it  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  minority  did  op- 
pose the  embargo  of  1807.  They  opposed  it,  sir, 
because  they  saw  in  it  a  manifestation  of  the 
same  policy  which  caused  the  refusal  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  treaty  of  1806.  They  saw  in 
it  a  co-operation  in  the  continental  system  ut  Na- 
poleon. 

Let  us,  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  look  at  the  state 
of  Europe  when  Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  the 
embargo,  ou  account  of  the  increasing  danger 
with  which  our  vessels,  our  seamen,  and  mer- 
chandise were  threatened  on  the  high  seas,  dec. 

On  the  14lh  June.  1807,  was  fought  the  famous 
battle  of  Friedland.  in  which  the  French  were 
victorious  over  the  Rdssiaus.  In  consequence  of 
this  battle,  on  the  14th  July  following  was  con- 
cluded the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  between  France  and 
Russia,  by  which  the  latter  engaged  to  prohibit  all 
commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  dec. 
Austria  was  still  bound  to  France  by  the  humili- 
ating treaty  of  Presburg.  Prussia,  by  proclama- 
tion, had  prohibited  all  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain.  Portugal,  in  August,  1807,  soon  after 
the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  was  threatened  by  France 
with  invasion,  if  she  did  not  in  three  weeks  pro- 
hibit all  commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Brit- 
aiu,  prevent  the  departure  of  Englishmen  from  the 
kingdom, andconfiscateallBritish  property  therein. 
True,  we  have  no  official  document  to  prove 
that  France,  at  this  time,  made  a  similar  demand 
upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  But, 
when  we  look  at  the  conduct  of  France  towards 
other  nations,  that  she  compelled  them,  by  force 
of  arms,  or  by  intrigues,  to  submit,  have  we  any 
reason  to  doubt  on  this  subject? 

Such  was  the  state  of  Europe  at  the  meeting  of 
Congre^^s,  in  December,  1807.  On  the  18th  of 
that  month,  Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  a  gen- 
eral embargo;  a  bill  was  hurried  through  both 
branches,  and.  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  the 
act  was  passed,  unlimited  as  to  duration.  This 
law.  if  not  in  compliance  of  a  demand,  was  in 
conformity  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  Napoleon. 
But  it  may  be  said,  it  was  a  measure  of  an  im- 
partial character,  as  it  respected  the  two  belliger- 
ents. In  theory  it  might  be.  but  not  in  its  practi- 
cal operation.  The  object  of  France  was  the 
destruction  of  Great  Britain,  by  a  total  interdic- 
tion of  her  commerce  with  all  other  nations.  The 
United  Stales,  by  the  embargo,  joined  with  France 
to  facilitate  the  accomplishment  of  this  object. 
The  embargo,  in  theory,  might  be  called  a  muni- 
cipal regulation,  but,  practically,  it  was  an  act  of 
hostility  against  Great  Britain. 

Does  the  measure,  then,  deserve  the  character 
of  impariialiiy  ?  Great  Britain,  at  that  lime 
struggling  for  existence  against  France,  Russia. 
.\ustria,  Prussia,  and  Denmark,  felt  no  disposition 
to  engage  in  a  war  with  the  United  Stales.  She, 
therefore,  chose  not  to  consider  the  embargo  an 
act  of  hostility.  France,  viewing  it  as  an  act  of 
co-operation  in  her  continental  system,  highly 
applauded  the  measure. 
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The  French  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  (Tal-    sels  were  permitted,  during  the  embargo,  by  the 


leyrand.)  in  a  report  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  Na- 
poleon, of  September  8.  1808,  thus  speaks  of  the 
embargo : 

"  The  .Amerirans,  a  people  who  involve  their  fortune, 


President  himself  to  sail  for  foreign  ports,  nearly 
all  of  which  returned  in  safety  with  cargoes.  We 
can  hardly  be  persuaded  to  believe  that  this  was 
the  real  cause,  when  we  recollect  the  fact,  that 


their  proiperity,  and  almost  their  existence,  in  com-  1  it  was  made  an  embargo  as  well  by  land  as  by 
merce,  have  given  the  example  of  a  great  and  courage-  I  water. 

ous  gacrifire.  They  have  prohibited,  by  a  general  ^  But  we  niav  be  told  (hat  it  was  to  increase  the 
embargo,  all  commerce  and  navigation,  rather  than  j  growth  of  domestic  manufactures.  This  has  been 
shamefully  nubmit  to  that  tribute  which  the  English  j  since,  indeed,  assumed  as  a  reason.  But  it  will 
impose  on  all  nations.''  |  be  equally  difficult  tu  persuade  us  that    this  was 

The  French  Emperor,  himself,  in  an  address  to  |  the  real  cau^e,  when  we  recollect  that  the  same 


the  Legislative  body  of  France,  October  26.  1808 
is  very  explicit  on  the  subject: 

"  The  peace  of  Presburg,  that  of  Tilsit,  the  amault 
of  Copenhagen,  the  plans  of  England  against  all  na- 
tions on  the  ocean,  the  revolution  of  Cunjitantinople, 
the  affairs  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  have  in  various  ways 
had  an  influence  on  the  affairs  of  the  world. 

"  Russia  and  Denmark  have  united  with  me  against 
England. 

"The  United  States  of  America  have  rather  chosen 
to  abandon  commerce  and  the  sea,  than  to  acknowledge 
their  slavery." 

On  another  ground,  the  minority  were  justified 
in  their  opposition   to  the  embargo.     They  fore- 


statesman  who  recommended  the  embargo,  in  his 
celebrated  Notes  on  Virginia,  written  before  his 
mind  became  influenced  by  the  party  hostilities 
of  the  day.  informs  us  that,  for  centuries  to  come, 
our  work-shops  ought  to  be  in  Europe ;  and  when 
we  recollect,  too.  that  in  his  Message  to  Con- 
gress, in  Decetnber.  1801.  he  wisely  observes,  that 
'Agriculture,  manufactures,  navigation,  and  com- 
•  merce.  the  four  pillars  of  our  national  prosperity, 
'  are  then  most  flourishing  when  left  most  free  to 
'  individual  enterprise." 

Having  thus  virtually  engaged  on  the  side  of 
France,  not  by  a  declaration  of  war,  but  by  the 


saw  the  stagnation  of  business,  the  destruction  of  '  exercise  of  our  restrictive  energies,  it  was  difficult 
millions  of  property,  the  ruin  of  thousands,  the  '  to  recede.  The  embargo,  however,  had  become 
introduction  of  fraud  and  corruption  into  our  '  extremely  unpopular,  an  J  on  the  1st  of  March, 
commercial  system,  and  that  the  injury  it  would  I  1^09,  it  was  repealed,  and  the  non-intercourse 
inflict  on  Great  Britain  would  bear  no  comparison  substituted  in  its  place.  This  repeal  of  the  cm- 
to  that  which  we  ourselves  should  suffer.  bargo  was  also  charged  to  the  minority.    Yes,  sir, 

On  another  ground,  the  minority  were  justified    and  *'appy>  happy,  indeed,  would  it  have  been  for 
in  their  opposition  to  its  continuance.  '  the  country,  if  the  minority  had  been   more  suc- 

The  people  of  Spam,  with  a  gallantry  and  pa-  I  cessful  in  their  opposition,  and.  with  the  death  of 
Uiotism  not  less  honorable  to  them  than  that  of  j  t'»e  embargo,  prevented  the  birth,  if  the  term  is 
our  noble  fathers,  who  in  1775  resisted  the  op- I  app''cable,  of  the  nun-iotercourse. 
pression  ol  Great  Britain,  had  boldly  dared  to  re-  '  '^ he  non-intercourse,  however,  had  one  feature 
sist  the  outrageous  usurpation  of  Napoleon.  To  !  of  impariiality.  It  prohibited,  as  well  French  as 
this  country,  when  not  under  the  control  of  Bona-  '  British  armed  ships,  from  entering  the  ports  and 
parte.  Spam  had  been  a  friend.  She  assisted  us  '  harbors  of  the  United  States  after  the  20ih  May 
m  our  struggle  for  independence.     The  generous  [  '^^o  next 


patriots  of  that  country  looked,  they  had  a  right 
to  look,  to  us  at  least  for  our  friendship.  But, 
like  the  ungrateful  man  who  remembers  not  his 
friend  when  in  distress,  we  turned  coldly  from 
them,  even  reproached  them  as  insurgents,  denied 
them  bread,  for  which  they  were  willing  gener- 
ously to  pay  us.  and.  to  add  injury  to  insult,  seized 
upon  this  as  the  favorite  moment  to  wrest  from 
them  their  American  possessions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  for  opposition  to  measures 
of  this  character  that  the  minority  are  to  he  de- 
nominated a  faction  ?  Is  ihe  opposition  to  such 
measures  to  be  laid  to  their  charge  as  a  crime? 
For  myself,  sir.  I  sincerely  thank  my  God  that  I 
have  never  been  Uft  to  advocate,  support,  or  in 
any  way  countenance  measures  of  such  a  char- 
acter. 

I  know.  sir.  it  may  be  f^aid  the  embargo  was 
really  to  save  our  seamen,  our  vessels,  and  mer- 
chandise from  the  increasing  perils  of  the  seas. 
We  can  hardly  be  persuaded  to  believe  that  this 
could  have  been  the  real  cause,  when  we  recol- 
lect the  fact,  a  fact  which  has  been  often  stated, 
and  which  an  official  document  of  this  House 
will  prove,  that  five  hundred  and  ninety  (our  ves- 


This  feature  of  impartiality  was  embraced  by 
Erskine,  the  British  Minister,  to  tender  satisfaction 
for  the  injury  done  by  the  attack  on  the  Chesa- 
peake, and  to  propose  an  arrangement  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  Orders  in  Council.  But  the  President, 
as  if  fearful  the  arrangement  would  be  ratified  by 
the  Bri'ish  Government,  takes  particular  care  to 
accept  the  offers  in  a  manner  calculated  to  insure 
their  rejection.  Mr.  Smith.  Secretary  of  State, 
is  instructed  to  say,  tliHt  "the  President  owes  it 
to  himself,  and  the  occasion,  to  let  it  be  under- 
stood, that  this  equality  was  the  result  of  a  state 
of  things  growing  out  of  distinct  considerations." 
And  Mr.  Smith,  in  ihe  same  letter,  adds: 

"  I  have  it  in  express  charge  from  the  President  to 
state  that,  while  he  forbears  to  insist  on  a  further  pun- 
ishment of  the  offending  officer,  he  4e  not  the  less  sen- 
sible of  the  justice  and  utility  of  such  an  exam])le,  nor 
the  less  persuaded  that  it  would  best  comport  with 
what  is  due  from  His  Britannic  .Majesty  to  his  own 
honor." 

Let  us  now, Mr,  Chairman,  look  at  the  conduct 
of  France  in  relation  to  the  Non-intercourse  act 
of  March  1st,  1800,  and  of  our  Government  to- 
wards France. 
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k^ang?  t«s  it  may  seem,  this  very  act,  placing 
\  (wo  bertigereots  upon  the  fooling  of  equality, 
jfs  made  liie  pretext  by  France  for  the  decree  of 
Flmbouill-^t.  of  March  23d,  1810.  A  decree  which. 
fo(j  fraud  aid  injustioe,  has  no  parallel  in  the  an- 
dJs  of  any 'other  civilized  nation.  This  decree, 
aiiet  assigtang  as  the  reason  for  its  enactment  the 
NlQ-iotercJurse  act  of  March  1st,  1809,  declares, 
thit^         \ 

fi,\\  vew^la  navigating  under  the  flag  of  the  United 
ovmi^,  or  pciisessed  in  whole  or  m  part  by  any  citizen 
or  FVibject  of  that  Power,  which,  counting  from  the  2()th 
M  y,  1809,  >the  time  when  her  armed  ships  were  pro- 
hi  itfd  entcing  our  waters,)  have  entered  or  shall  en- 
tt  into  the  ports  of  our  Empire,  of  our  colonies,  or  of 
th  :  colonies  occupied  by  our  arms,  shall  be  seized,  and 
tb  product  of  the  sales  shall  be  deposited  in  the  sur- 
pl    i  fund." 

3y  viriiw  of  this  decree,  more  thaa  one  hun- 
dT(f  Aineucan  vessels  were  seized  in  the  ports  of 
"mce,  atiJ  in  those  of  Holland,  Spain,  Italy,  and 

les,  coiiniries  under  French  control, 
^'t  it  b<»  recoUecied,  Mr.  Chairman,  that   this 
:.<ee  wa^  promulgated  but  about   four  months 
p  ^-^ious  Hy  the  pret.;nded  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Vilfln  decrees.     Let  it  be  recollected,  too,  that 
cJaeral  A-rmstrong  was  instructed  not  to  engage 
tin  a  non-intercourse  should  be  adopted  against 
(f.f^t  Britain,  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
p]i^n  decrees,  unless  a  satisfactory  provision  was 
lade  for  tesioring  the  property  seized  under  the 
lajnbouil^et  decree.     This  I  assert  on   the   au- 
oif  the  letter  of  Mr.  Smith,  to  General 
[rinsiron^,  of  the  5ih  of  July,  1810.     In  this  let- 
Ir.ihe  sajis: 
'As  hac  been  heretofore  stated  to  you,  a  satisfactory 
liofiaion   vbr  restoriisg   the  property,  lately   surprised 
iwid  seiied   by  the   order,  or   at  the   instance,  of  the 
/©•ench    Gi-vernment,    must    be    combined    with    the 
^tnch  edicts,  with  a   view  to  a   non-mtercoursc  with 
irivai  Britain — such  a  provision  being  an  iiidispensa- 
IJe  evideno?  of  the  just  purpose  of  France  towards  the 
f  njted  Sutes.     And  you  will,  moreover,  be  careful,  in 
pranging  tucb  a  provision  for  that  particular   case  of 
kjiations,  not  to  weaken  the  ground  on  which   a  re- 
,t>s  of  others  may  be  justly  pursued." 
,  i'his  ptovision,  however,  was  not  made ;  it  has 
joiyet  bi-en,  and   probably  never  will  be  made. 
Vi5d  how,  sir,  let  me  ask,  did  the  President  justify 
[ii,  proclamation,  ileclaring  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
lefcrees  re-pealed  on  the  2d  November,  1810.  and 
iifreby    ciaubing    a    non-intercourse    with   Great 
iKiiain,  Without  this  provision,  which  he  bad  de- 
Ured  to  be  indispensable? 
frhat  £uch  a  provision  was  not.  and  has  not  yet 
)<4en  mad%,  we  have  the  best  evidence— that  of  the 
'fesident.hiraself.     In  his  Message  of  December 
.t«i.  ISloia  month   after   he   had  declared   those 
[((crees  rf'voked,  be  informs  us  that — 
'    -'  It  woold  well  have  comported  with  the  conciliatory 
•!irifw8,  indicated  by   this  proceeding    on    the    part  of 
b^Jance,  to  have  extended  them  to  all  the   grounds   of 
LTomplaini   which    now    remain    unadjusted  with    the 
Cnited  S'ates.     It  -was  particularly  anticipated  that,  as 
a  further  >-vidence  of  just  disjiosaions  towards  them, 
rtfstoratioA  would  have  been  immediately  made  of  the 


property  of  our  citizens,  seized  under  a  misapplication 
of  the  principle  of  reprisals,  combined  with  a  miscon- 
struction of  a  law  of  the  United  SUtes.  This  expecta- 
tion has  not  been  fulfilled." 

Still,  however,  it  was  urged  by  a^  majority  of 
this  House  that  we  were  pledged  to  France.  Yes, 
sir  I  well  recollect  that  the  speeches  of  honorable 
gentlemen,  then  members  of  this  House,  urged 
in  the  strongest  terms  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
March  2d.  1811,  renewing  the  Non-importation 
act  atrainst  Great  Britain,  on  the  ground  of  our 
plighTed  faith  to  France.  I  well  recollect,  too, 
that  the  minority,  who  are  too  often  charged  with 
unreasonable  opposition,  as  boldly  declared  that 
we  were  not  pledged  to  France;  that  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  were  not  revoked.  And  who, 
sir.  were  correct,  the  majority  or  the  minority  ? 

IBut  to  return  to  the  subject  of  the  restoratioQ 
of  the  properly  seized  under  the  Rambouillet  de- 
cree. In  the  President's  Message  of  November 
5th,  1811,  we  are  told  that— 

"  The  justice  and  fairness  which  have  been  evinced 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Suies,  towards  France,  both 
before  and  since  the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  author- 


ized an  expecUtion  that  her  Government  would  have 
followed  up  that  measure  by  all  such  others  as  were 
due  to  our  reasonable  claims,  as  well  as  dictated  by  iU 
amicable  professions.  No  proof,  however,  is  yet  given 
of  an  intention  to  repair  the  other  wrongs  done  to  the 
United  Slates." 

Again,  in  his  Message  of  the  4ih  November, 
1812  he  savs: 

"  Our  affairs  with  France  reuin  the  posture  vrhich 
they  held  ai  the  date  of  my  last  communication  to  you. 
Notwithstanding  the  iiuthorized  expectation  of  an  early 
as  well  as  favorable  issue  to  the  discussions  on  foot,  these 
have  been  procrastinated  to  the  latest  date.  The  only 
intervening  occurreme  meriting  attention,  is  the  pro- 
mulgation of  a  French  decree,  purporting  to  be  a  defi- 
nitive repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  This 
proceeding,  although  made  the  ground  of  the  repeal  oi 
the  British  Orders  in  Council,  is  rendered,  by  the  time 
and  manner  of  it,  liable  to  many  objections." 

It  is  not  a  Utile  remarkable,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing General  Armstrong  was  instructed  to  have 
combined  with  the  repeal  of  ihe  French  decrees, 
provision  for  a  restoration  of  the  millions  of  pro- 
perty seized  by  the  Rambouillet  decree,  that  in 
the  very  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore  to  General 
Armstrong,  of  August  5th,  1810,  the  very  letter 
on  which  the  Piesidenl's  proclamation  of  No- 
vember 2,  1810.  declaring  these  decrees  revoked, 
was  founded,  we  have,  from  ihe  language  of  that 
letter,  reason  to  believe,  that  such  a  restoration 
was  never  intended.     These  are  the  words: 

'^The  act  of  March  1,  1809,  has  raised  the  embargo, 
and  substituted  for  it  a  measure  the  most  injurious  to 
the  interesU  of  France.  This  act,  of  which  the  Em- 
peror knew  nothing  until  lately,  interdicted  to  Amer- 
ican vessels  the  commerce  of  France,  at  the  time  it 
authorized  that  to  Spain,  Naples,  and  Holland,  that  is 
lo  say,  to  the  countries  under  French  influence,  and 
denounced  confiscation  agamst  all  French  vessels 
which  should  enter  the  porU  of  America.  Reprisal 
was  a  right,  and  commanded  by  the  dignity  of  France, 
a  circumstance  on  which  it  was  impossible  to  mak«  a 
compromise." 


1281 


\ 
HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1282 


FCBROART,  1814. 


The  Loan  Bill 


H.  ofR. 


Then  follows  the  pretended  revocation.  Now, 
sir.  what  reason  had  the  President  lo  expect  a 
restoration  of  this  property?  Was  it  because  in 
this  letter  he  was  told  that — 

"  His  Majesty  loves  the  Americans.  Their  pros- 
perity and  their  commerce  are  within  the  scope  of  his 
policy.  The  independence  of  America  is  one  of  the 
principal  titles  of  glory  to  France.  Since  that  epoch, 
the  Emperor  is  pleased  in  aggrandizing  the  United 
States;  and,  under  all  circumstances,  that  which  can 
contribute  to  the  independence,  lo  the  prosperity  and 
the  liberty  of  the  Americans,  the  Emperor  will  con- 
sider as  conformable  to  the  interests  of  his  Empire." 

Other  nations.  Mr.  Chairman,  have  learnt  by 
fatal  eiperience  what  he  means  by  his  love,  and 
by  his  efforts  to  contribute  to  their  independence,  to 
their  prosperity,  and  their  liberty.  Thanks  be  to 
the  God  of  battles,  who  has  put  it  out  of  his  power 
ever  again  to  give  the  United  States  any  further 
specimens  of  his  love,  either  for  their  commerce, 
their  liberties,  or  their  independence  I 

There  is  still  another  important  view  in  which 
this  subject  ought  to  be  considered. 

A  recurrence  to  facts  and  to  dales  will  not  only 
prove,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were 
not  revoked  on  the  5th  of  August,  1810,  but  that 
our  Government  had  no  right  to  consider  them 
as  revoked. 

On  the  14ih  February,  1810,  Charapagny,  in  a 
note  to  Armstrong,  after,  in  an  insolent  manner, 
telling  him  that — 

"  The  Americans  cannot  hesitate  as  to  the  part  they 
are  to  take  ;  they  ought  either  to  tear  to  pieces  their 
act  of  independence,  and  lo  become  again,  as  before 
the  Revolution,  the  subjects  of  England,  orto  take  such 
measures  as  that  their  commerce  and  industry  should 
not  be  tariflfed  by  the  Engbsh,  which  renders  them 
more  dependent  than  Jamaica,  which  at  least  has  its 
Assembly  of  Representatives  and  its  privileges." 

After  thus  severely  lashing  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  he  changes  his  tone,  and  pro- 
ceeds : 

"  If  then  the  Minister  of  America  can  enter  into  an 
engagement,  that  the  American  vessels  wUl  not  sub- 
mit to  the  Orders  in  Council  of  England,  of  November 
1807,  nor  to  any  decree  of  blockade,  unless  the  block- 
ade should  be  real,  the  undersigned  is  authorized  to 
conclude  every  species  of  convention,  tending  to  renew 
the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  .\merica,  and  in  which 
all  the  measures,  proper  to  consolidate  the  commerce 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  Americans,  shall  be  provided 
for." 

Here  is  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  terms  on 
which  we  were  to  expect  any  modification  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  The  very  next  speci- 
men of  the  Emperor's  friendship,  was  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  Rambouillet  decree,  of  March 
23,  1810.  which  I  have  noticed,  and  by  virtue  of 
which,  all  American  vessels,  with  their  cargoes, 
then  in  the  ports  of  France,  or  of  the  countries 
under  her  control,  were  seized,  sold,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds deposited  in  the  surplus  fund.  Well,  sir. 
the  next  thing  we  hear  from  France,  after  this 
characteristic  mark  of  friendship,  the  Rambouil- 
let decree,  was  the  pretended  revocation  on  the 
5th  of  August,  ISIO,  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
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crees.  Now,  sir,  either  Armstrong  did  enter  into 
an  engagement,  agreeably  lo  the  terms  prescribed 
by  Champagny,  in  his  letter  of  February  14. 1810, 
or  the  President  must  have  known  that  the  pre- 
tended repeal  of  August  5.  1810,  was  conditional. 
How,  then,  could  the  President  say,  as  he  did,  by 
his  proclamation  of  November  3d,  1810.  that  those 
decrees  were  revoked  ?  That  the  Emperor  of 
France  considered  this  repeal  conditional,  we 
have  his  own  subsequent  declarations.  On  the 
31st  March.  1811.  in  an  address  to  the  Council 
of  Comnfierce,  in  Paris,  he  thus  expresses  himself: 

"  The  decrees  of  Berhn  and  Milan  are  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  my  Empire.  For  the  neutral  naviga- 
tion, I  consider  the  flag,  as  an  extension  of  territory. 
The  Power  which  suffers  its  flag  to  be  violated  cannot 
be  considered  as  neutral.  The  fate  of  the  American 
commerce  will  soon  be  decided.  I  will  favor  it,  if  the 
United  States  conform  themselves  to  these  decrees. 
In  a  contrary  case,  their  vessels  will  be  driven  from 
my  Empire.  The  commercial  relations  with  England 
must  cease.     I  tell  it  to  you  very  loudly." 

The  Emperor  then  waits,  until  satisfied  by  the 
proceedings  of  Congress  at  their  session  of  1811-12, 
that  the  United  Slates  would  declare  war  against 
Great  Britain,  and  then,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1812, 
at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Mr.  Barlow,  publishes 
the  following  decree : 

Palace  or  St.  Clocd,  April  8,  1811. 
NapoUon,  Emperor  of  the  French,  <Vc.,  SfC. 

On  the  report  of  our  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations: 
Seeing  by  a  law  passed  on  the  2d  of  March,  1811,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  has  ordered  the  execu- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  non-intercourse, 
which  prohibit.1  the  vessels  and  merchandise  of  Great 
Britain,  her  colonies  and  dependencies,  from  entering 
into  the  porU  of  tnc  United  States  : 

Considering  that  the  said  law  is  an  act  of  resistance 
to  the  arbitrajy  pretensions  consecrated  by  the  British 
Orders  in  Council,  and  a  formal  refusal  to  adhere  to  a 
system  invading  the  independence  of  neutral  Powers, 
and  of  their  flag,  have,  and  do  decree  as  follows: 

The  decre<.»s  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  definitively,  and 
to  date  from  the  first  of  November  last,  considered  as 
not  having  existed  {lum  avenui)  in  regard  to  Amer- 
ican vessels. 

By  the  Emperor  :  NAPOLEON. 

The  Minister  Secretary  of  State, 

THE  COUNT  DARU. 

Mr.  Chairman,  upon  these  facts  no  comment 
of  mine  is  necessary.  They  carry  with  them  in- 
trinsic, irresistible  evidence.  I  might,  sir.  proceed 
much  further.  I  mi.'ht  notice  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  famous  Turreau  letter  of  the  14th  of 
June  1809.  and  iiie  dismissal  of  the  British  Min- 
ister, Jackson,  in  November  of  the  same  year.  I 
might  notice  the  connexion  between  the  decla- 
ration of  war.  by  France  against  Russia,  in  1812  ; 
and  by  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  nearly 
at  the  same  lime.  Bui  I  will  not  trespass  longer 
upon  the  time  of  the  Hou^e,  which  will  be  more 
usefully  occupied  by  others,  who  will.  I  trust,  in- 
vestigate this  subject  thoroughly,  and  who  will 
rend  asunder  this  veil  of  mystery,  which  conceals 
from  public  view  the  transactions  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  France. 

Until,  sir,  luy  mind  is  better  satisfied  upoa  this 
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,  Jirct.  I  Will  rote  for  no  loans  I  will  vote  for 

m  men,  or  money,  to  prosecute  this  war.     I  will 
^.fJ  nr.  measure,  but  such  as  are  necessary 

of  the    United 


Tile. for  no 

fc;    the   defence  and    protection 

S:   trs. 


if  McKiM.  of  Maryland,  recalled  the  alten- 
ti'  .  pf  the  House  from  the  excursive  range  taken 

Mr.  BiGSLOW,  to  the  present  state  of  the  na- 
ti'.  i-;-to  thfjigs  as  they  actually  exist;  on  a  full 
cc  sjderatitin  of  whtch  he  declared  he  roust  vote 
fo.    t^ie  bill.;&c. 

;   'ne  Committee  then   rose,  reported   progress. 
ai'  1  ^ad  le?:ve  to  sit  again. 
'     ;    QUESTION  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

'fie  Hoii.se  resunned  the  consideration  of  the 
ui,  fished  ibusiness  of  yesterday,  viz:  Mr.  Ma- 
c(   1*^  proposition  for  an  adjournment  on  the  21st 

M,  rvh. 

:  iqme  desultory  and  uninteresting  debate  look 
plir  on  this  motioi),  in  which  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
Nfv«j  York,  Mr.  Fis*:,  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Shef- 
rif  pf  Virginia,  we<e  the  principal  opponents  of 
thf  pnotion.  and  Mr.  Macon,  of  IS'orth  Carolina, 
ilv^fwincipal  advocate. 

4^.  Taylor,  of  IS'ew  York,  moved  to  postpone 


the  relief  of  William  Stotharl  and  Josiah  Star- 
key,"  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  mC'on  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  amendments 
are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  standing  rules 
and  orders  of  the  House,  were  di.scharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire«nto  the  expediency  of  altering  the  timea 
of  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Virginia  district,  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

A  Messase  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  to  the  House  the 
following  report,  in  compliance  with  iheir  reso- 
lution ot  July  30.  1813: 

Sib:  In  conformity  with  the  rrsoluUon  of  the  Hooi** 
of  Representatives  of  the  30th  of  July,  1813,  copies 
have  been  prepared  at  the  Treasury,  of  the  account* 
in  detail  of  the  different  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  En- 
voys Extraordinary,  and  Secretaries  of  Legation,  and 
Consuls  appointed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment  ;  also,  accounU  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the 


thi  Jonsideration  ofthe  subject  to  the  first  Mon-  |  treaty  with  Algiers,  and  the  payments  which  hare  been 
d  J  iin  March.— Neaatived,  73  to  66.  |  made  under  that  treaty  ;  and  »cco"°ts  of^U  other  ex- 


4r.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  it  lie  on 
tlf  jable  to  give  him  lime  to  prepare  an  amend- 
n-  t|t. — Ntgaiived,  ayes  61. 

'ft\T.  Tavi.or  then;" moved   to  postpone  the  fur- 
tjj^r  consideration  ofthe  subject  to  the  la>t  Mon- 

,'*of  this  month.— Lost,  71  to  6*J. 

v|r.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  toanriend 
inotion.  so  as  to  refer  the  question  to  a  joint 

i(mitlee  to  inquirL*  what  business  was  necessary 
U]  tft  done  before  adjournment,  and  at  what  lime 
it  A^juld  be  expedient  for  the  two  Houses  to  ad- 
j<,  ^ro.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  a  large 
m  ipriiy. 

^nd  thu.H  amended,  the  motion  passed. 

I  ^  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

rfhe  following  re;<olution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
.^Reed,  lor  consideration: 

itiohed.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
He  is  hereby,  directed  to  ascertain,  and  cause  to 
Uid  before  this  Hou3e,  a  .statement  of  the  number 
fi*nks  incorporater4  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
uiiguishjng  the  amount  of  the  actual  and  author- 
f  J:  capita",   stock,  the   amount  of  specie,  and  bills  of 

f»li  of  other  banks,  in  their  vaults,  the  amount  of 
}(a  due,  and  the  amount  of  notes  or  bUls  in  circu- 
i*n  by  each  ;  also-  the  number  of  incorporated  In- 
«jr<nce  Companies  in  said  District,  with  the  amount 
aid  investment  of  the  capital  stock  of  each,  and  how 
taiployed. 

•  After  some  objections  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  ien- 
issee.  aftd  Mr.  Uoberts.  who  questioned  liie 
JacticabSity  of  obtaining  the  required  informj- 
3v)0— the 'House  adjourned  without  deciding  on 
ait  motion. 


Thursday.  February  10. 
Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
|.leans,  reported  llie  bill  from  the  Senate, 


for 


penditures  in  relation  to  the  Barbar)  Powers,  includ- 
ing those  occasioned  by  the  war  with  Trijwii,  and  the 
making  of  peace  with  that  Regency. 

Which  several  accounts  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith,  for  the  information  ofthe  House  of  Rep- 
resentative**.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

W.JONES, 
Actinia  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury. 

The  PRtsiut^T  ofthe  United  Stales. 

The  report  and  voluminous  documents,  com- 
prising several  large  volumes,  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  viz:  the  resolution  moved 
by  Mr.  William  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  calling 
on  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  for  detailed  in- 
formation relative  to  the  number  and  slate  of  the 
Banks  and  Insurance  Companies  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  to  lay 
the  same  on  the  table  was  negatived. 

After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  to  procure  an  amend- 
ment of  the  motion,  so  as  to  render  it  less  par- 
ticular— it  was  passed,  by  a  vole  of  68  to  43,  in 
the  following  form : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  ascertain  and  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  House,  a  statement  ofthe  number  of  banks 
incorporated  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  distin- 
guishing the  amount  ofthe  actual  and  authonzed  cap- 
ital stock,  the  amount  of  specie  and  bills  or  notes  of 
other  banks  in  their  vaults;  the  amount  of  debts  due, 
and  the  amount  of  notes  or  bills  in  circulation  by  each. 
Also,  the  number  of  incorporated  Insurance  Compa- 
nies in  this  District,  with  the  amount  and  investment 
of  the  capital  stock  of  each,  and  how  employed. 
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THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a 
loan  for  the  service  ofthe  present  year. 

The  question  yet  lieing  under  debate,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  S25.000.0OO— 

Mr.  PiTKi.N  said:  The  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  in  opening  the  bud- 
get, has  ioformed  us,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying on  the  war,  the  present  year,  it  is  necessary 
to  obtain,  by  loan  and  Treasury  notes,  the  sum  of 
thirty  millions  of  dollars.  The  chairman  was 
candid  enough  to  confe.ss  that  this  sura  was  much 
larger  than  any  loan  heretofore  authorized  in  this 
country,  and  that  it  was  equal  to  two  years'  rev- 
enue in  the  most  flourishing  period  of  our  com- 
merce. Before  we  add  this  sum  to  the  present 
debt  of  the  United  States  ought  we  not  to  pause, 
and  to  inquire  as  to  the  particular  objects  for 
which  this  money  is  to  be  expended. 

In  soliciting  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
this  inquiry.  I  shall  not  detain  them  long  in  ad- 
verting to  the  original  causes  of  the  war.  I  shall 
say  little  relative  to  ihe  Orders  in  Council,  or  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  They  have  passed 
away,  I  trust  never  again  to  return.  I  cannot 
refrain,  however,  from  repeating,  what  I  have 
more  than  once  declared  on  this  floor,  that,  on 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  country  dictated  the  acceptance  of 
the  proffered  armistice  on  the  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. This  would  have  left  the  other  subjects  in 
dispute  open  to  negotiation,  as  they  now  aiye,  and 
would  have  saved  us  from  that  tram  of  calamities 
which  have  followed.  Certain  I  am,  sir,  that  if 
a  knowledge  of  the  repeal  of  these  orders  bad 
reached  us  before  the  declaration  of  war,  that 
declaration  would  never  have  been  made.  No 
man,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  Congress  at  that  lime, 
will  say  that  a  majority  would  have  been  in  favor 
of  war.  after  the  principal  cause  had  been  re- 
moved. If  anything  is  wanting  to  prove  this,  let 
me  slate  to  the  Committee  what  is  not  generally 
known  here,  that  Mr.  Russell,  our  agent,  when 
the  subject  of  the  repeal  of  ihe  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil was  before  Parliament,  gave  the  most  positive 
assurances,  that  the  repeal  of  ihem  would  satisfy 
the  American  Government,  so  far  as  to  prevent 
a  rupture  between  the  two  countries.  I  repeat, 
sir,  ihat  Mr.  Russell  did  give  the  most  positive 
assurances  that  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil would  prevent  war.  Hence  the  offer  of  an 
armistice  on  the  pan  of  Great  Britain  before  they 
commenced  active  hostile  operations,  and  hence, 
in  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  the  offer,  by 
the  President,  the  popularity  of  ihe  war  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  union  of  all  parlies  there,  in  support 
of  it,  and  in  support  of  the  Ministry. 

I  cannot  subscribe  lo  the  doctrine  that,  war 
being  once  declared,  we  arc  bound,  in  all  events, 
to  support  the  Executive  in  the  prosecution  of 
that  war,  and,  more  especially,  after  the  principal 
cau-e  and  object  of  it  has  been  removed.  This 
House,  by  the  Constitution,  has  a  voice  in  mak- 
ing war,  but  it  has  none  in  making  peace.  We 
may  be  instrumental  in  bringing  upon  our  coun- 


try the  calamities  of  war,  bat  we  have  no  Consti- 
tutional power  in  restoring  to  it  again  the  bless- 
ings of  peace.  This  rests  with  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government  alone. 

We  cannot  forget,  sir,  nor  will  the  nation  for- 
get, that  the  principal  object  of  the  vast  expendi- 
tures we  are  called  upon  lo  make,  during  the 
present  year,  is  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Sixty- 
three  thousand  men  are  lo  be  raised,  and  more 
than  twenty-four  millions  of  dollars  to  be  ex- 
pended for  military  operations,  and  principally 
for  thi<:  purpose.  Believing,  as  I  do,  thai  in  this 
war  of  conquest,  we  are  sacrificing  our  men, 
and  expending  our  money,  without  a  prospect 
of  any  adequate  advantage,  I  feel  justified  in 
voting  against  a  loan  of  so  many  millions  for  this 
object.  Is  the  acquisition  of  Canada,  or  rather 
the  attempt  at  the  acquisition  of  it,  necessary  to 
aid  our  Commissioners  at  Gottenburg?  What, 
sir,  is  the  principal  point  now  in  dispute  between 
the  two  countries?  The  Secretary  of  Slate,  in 
hi*  answer  to  Admiral  Warren's  offer  of  an  arm- 
istice, has  informed  us.  Speaking  on  the  subject 
of  impressment,  Mr.  Monroe  says  : 

"  Without  further  discussing  questions  of  right,  the 
President  is  desirous  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evils 
complained  of  on  both  sides.  The  claim'of  the  British 
Covcrnment  is  to  take  hither  from  the  merchant  Tea- 
sels of  other  countries  British  subjccu.  In  the  prac- 
tice, the  commanders  of  British  ships  of  war  often 
take  f^rom  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States 
American  citizens.  If  the  United  States  prohibit  the 
employment  of  British  subjecU  in  their  service,  and 
enforce  the  prohibition  by  suitable  regulations  and 
penalties,  the  motive  for  the  practice  is  taken  away. 
It  is  in  this  mode  that  the  President  is  willing  to  ac- 
commodate this  important  controversy  with  the  British 
Government,  and  it  cannot  be  conceived  on  what 
ground  the  arrangement  can  be  refused." 

On  the  subject  of  impressment,  then,  there  is 
now  no  question  of  right  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  President  has  waived  the  right,  and 
has  placed  it  solely  on  the  ground  of  a  mutual 
arrangement  relative  lo  the  exercise  of  it.  Under 
these  circumstances  can  it  be  said,  with  any  sem- 
blance of  truth,  as  has  been  often  done  on  this 
floor,  that  we  are  fighting  for  our  independence 
and  for  our  national  sovereignty?  When  the 
right  is  thus  given  up  or  waived,  why  can  it  be 
necessary  to  spe.nd  so  many  millions,  on  the  hope- 
less project  of  conquering  Canada  ?  Why  should 
we  borrow  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  enor- 
mous rate  of  interest,  and  lax  the  people  to  pay 
it,  because  Great  Britain  may  not  enter  into  such 
an  arrangement  on  this  point  as  may  be  perfectly 
satisfactory  lo  us?  Whether  we  employ  British 
or  foreign  seamen  in  our  merchant  service,  de- 
pends entirely  upon  ourselves,  independent  of^  the 
will  of  any  other  nation.  We  can  pass  a  navi- 
gation act,  and  we  ought  long  since  to  have  done 
it.  confining  the  navigation  of  our  own  vessels 
principally  lo  our  own  seamen.  This,  in  lime, 
would  cure  the  evil  of  which  we  complain,  and 
without  such  immense  sacrifices  as  we  are  now 
making. 

Different  gentlemen  I  know.  sir.  have  different 
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licjwould  1 
jN?ither 
hAljng  It 
tt.i  Inendii 


S^'r  and  th6se,  I  Oar.  not  a  tew.  seem  deter 
mlaJ  never  to  make  peace  until  Canada  is  an- 
neS-fl  and  has  become  a  part  of  the  United 
St|t.%.  I  am  free  to  confess,  sir.  that  I  do  not 
w*i  to  see  the  heterogeneous  mass  of  Canadian 
poAilation  represented  on  this  floor.  I  have  no 
di^=>ition  10  see  C;inada  and  Nova  Scotia  be- 
cfi(j  a  part  of  the  American  Republic,  because 
nil  my  wish  to  preserve  that  Republic  entire; 
btAipse  I  wish  to  perpetuate  the  Union  of  the 

SlAtcls.  ,  . 

t<i  my  rflind  it  i?  clear,  that  an  extension  ol 
ou»  territory  and  sovereignty,  instead  of  adding 
str|r>glh  to  the  Union,  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
w«iljen  it.  The  consequence  of  such  an  exten- 
si.f  1  I  fear,  in  the  end,  would  be,  that  the  Repub- 
lic^would  fall  to  pieres  from  its  own  weight. 

am   I   satisfied   that   the   seizing  and 
«s  a  pledge  would  afford  us  any  aid  in 
ipendiKT   negotiation   for   peace.     Will  any 
ge{)tieman'°affect  to  believe   that  our   Comniis- 
sK^frs  at  Gottenburg  will  say  anything  about 
CM#da?     What.  sir.  are  the  terras  offered  and 
»tStipted  by  the  parties?     The  British  Govern- 
Q.^Di  havo  offered  to  treat  on  terms  of  recipro- 
ciiy  and  on  principles  "of  the  law  of  nations, 
•lAJ^he  maritime  rights  of  England." 
:  |l^e  Executive  of  this  country  has  agreed  to 
l4'a:t  "on  terras  of  reciprocity,  and  o«  principles 
.i>*t  inconsistent  wiih  the  rights  of  both  parties 
la's  sovereign  and  independent  nations." 

iWho  can  believe  that,  in  a  negotiation  offered 
ai  d' accepted  on  terms  like  these,  anything  will 
b<  .'diid  about  a  cession  of  territory,  except  that 
Cj  c!i  party,  in  that  respect,  should  be  in  the  same 
s(  ttc  as  before  the  war? 

.  I;  then,  sir,  peace  is  really  expected  or  desired. 
Ml  If  do  we  hear  so  much  said,  on  this  floor,  and 
e  jwhere,  of  the  necessity  of  taking  Canada? 
T  :\i;  surest  test  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Executive, 
ii  tjie  present  negotiation,  will  be,  that  he  makes 
C  '©erious  attempt  at  the  conquest  of  this  coun- 
tiV:  until  the  result  of  the  mission  to  Gottenburg 
b|  known. 

■Connected  with  this  Canadian  war  there  is  a 
si  bject,  to  which,  for  a  few  moments,  I  shall  beg 
1(  ive  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee.     1 
'  i  e«n,  sir,  the  subject  of  retaliation.     It  is  one, 
\  hich,  in  its  consequences,  threatens  the  lives  of 
\  lifidreds  of  native  American  citizens,  now  pris- 
<  .ers  of  war.  and  involves  the  individual  peace 
;  id  happ.ness  of  thousand*  who  are  connected 
'  ith  them.    It  is  a  subject  which  goes  home  to  the 
r  >som  of  every  American,  and  is  calculated  to 
.  ,;.:ite  some  of  the  finest  feelings  of  our  nature. 
■  TThe  President,  in  his  Message  at  the  opening 
;■  the  pt.esent  session   of  Congress,  informs  us. 
,  lat  the  !f3ritish  commander  in  Canada  had  sent 
Great  Britain,  for  trial,  certain  persons,  uhu 
ad   been   taken   prisoners,  and  "who  had  cnii- 
rated  from  the  British  dominions  long  prior  to 
It  Slate  of  war  between  the  two  nations." 
,    These   persons,    he   says,   '•  had    incorporated 
Ibjemselves  into  our  political  society,  in  the  modes 
f  erognised  by  the  law  and  practice  of  Great  Brit- 
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ain,"  &c.  In  consequence  of  ihis,  British  pris- 
oners have  been  put  in  close  confinement;  and  in 
return  for  this,  double  the  number  of  native 
American  prisoners  have  been  confined  by  the 
British  Government,  all  of  whom  are  to  share 
the  fate  of  the  first. 

The  Message  of  the  President  is  somewhat 
obscure,  and   does  not  clearly  indicate  the  na- 
tional character  of  the  persons  who  have  been 
thus  taken  and  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial.     I 
do  not  understand,  however,  by  the  words  of  the 
Message,  that  they  have  ever  "incorporated  them- 
selves into  our  society,"  agreeable  to  our  naturali- 
zation  laws.      If  they    have   not,  whatever  the 
laws  and  usage  of  Great  Britain  may  be.  they 
cannot  be  citizens  of  the  United  States.     If  the 
persons  referred  to  had  been  naturalized  under 
our  laws,  and  the  President  had  known  the  fact, 
he  would  certainly  have  so  stated  it  in  his  Mes- 
sacre.     If.  then,  these  persons  have  not  been  nat- 
uralized here,  and,  from  the  Message,  I  presume 
they  have  not,  in  what  light  are  they  considered 
by  our  own  laws  ?     They  are,  sir,  alien  enemies, 
and  as  such  liable  to  be  removed  by  the  President 
at  any  moment.     The  act  passed  by  Congress  on 
the  6th  of  July,  1798,  and   now  in  force,  is  ex- 
plicit.    It  declares:  "  That  whenever  there  shall 
'  be  a  declared  war  between  the  United  States 
'  and  any  foreign  nation  or  Government,  or  any 
'  invasion,  or  predatory  incursion,  shall  be  per- 
'  petraied.  attempted,  or  threatened,  against  the 

•  territory  of  the  United  States,  by  any  foreign 

•  nation  or  Government,  and  the  President  of  the 
'  United  States  shall   make  proclamation  of  the 
'  event,  all  native  citizens,  denizens,  or  subjects  to 
'  the  hostile  nation  or  Government,  being  males 
'  of  the  age  of  fourteen  and   upward,  who  shall 
'  be  within  the  United  Slates,  and  not  actually 
'  naturalized,  shall  be  liable  to  be  apprehended, 
'  restrained,  and  removed,  as  alien  enemies."     It 
is  under  this  law.  sir.  that  the  President,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  has  sent  many  per- 
sons to  a  great  distance  from  their  homes  near 
the  seaboard,  who  were  born  in  Great  Britain, 
but  who  had  resided  here,  and  had  married  here, 
many  years  before  the  war,  but  who  had  not 
been  actually  naturalized.     If  then,  sir,  the  per- 
sons who  have  been  taken  prisoners  while  invad- 
ing Canada,  and  sent  to  England  for  trial,  were 
nol  actually  naturalized  at  the  time  of  the  dec- 
laration of  war,  they  were  by  our  laws  alien  ene- 
mies.    And  should  these  men  be  tried  and  con- 
demned in  their  native  country,  however  much 
I  might  deplore  their  fate,  I  can  never  consent 
that  one  drop  of  American  blood  should  flow,  not 
a  single  American  family  be  made  miserable  on 
their  account. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  sir,  to  enter  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  of  allegiance,  or  the 
effect!  of  naturalization.  This  would  lead  me 
far  beyond  the  limits  I  had  prescribed  to  myself. 
I  would  observe,  however,  that  with  respect  to 
naturalized  citizens,  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  must  fulfil  all  their  obligations  and 
duties  to  them.  What  these  obligations  and  du- 
ties are,  it  may  be  difficult  to  ascertain  with  pre- 
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cision.     While  they  remain  within  our  own  ter- 1      A>«f .— The  expenses  of  the  Government  (ex- 
riiorv  and  within  our  exclusive  jurisdiction,  they  i  elusive  of  the  public  debt.)  from  January  1,  1812, 
''   •  .    .       ,      ^■'  .      "- I  to  December  31,  1813,  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 

\—From  January  1,  1812, /o  September  30,  1813. 
1.  For  civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  «Scc.  $1,556,864  46 


are  to  be  protected  by  the  Government.  But 
when  they  depart  from  the  United  States,  and 
reside  abroad  for  a  certain  period  of  time,  either 
in  their  native  country  or  in  a  foreign  country, 
by  our  own  laws  they  are  not  to  enjoy  ail  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  native  citizens. 

By  an  act  passed  by  Congress  in  1804:— ''If 
any  person  naturalized  in  the  United  States  shall 
reside  for  more  than  one  year  in  the  country  from 
which  he  originated,  or  for  more  than  two  years 
in  any  foreign  country,"  unless  in  the  capacity  of 
a  public  agent,  he  cannot  own  an  American  ship. 
But  a  ship  owned  by  such  person,  although  regis- 
tered as  an  American  ship,  must  pay  foreign  ton- 
nage and  foreign  duties.  So  far,  therefore,  as 
res'pects  American  navigation,  a  f>ersoa  in  this 
situation  is  considered  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses a  foreigner. 

It  is.  sir.  the  peculiar  province,  as  well  as  the 
duty  of  this  House,  to  watch  the  expenditure  of 
public  money,  and  to  see  that  the  people  are  not 
unnecessarily  burdened  with  debt  and  with  taxes. 
The  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  bis 
annual  report,  has  told  us  that  the  sum  necessary 
for  the  expenses  of  the  present  year  amounts  to 
$45,350,000,  and,  of  this  sum,  thirty  millions  is 
to  be  obtained  by  loans  and  Treasury  notes.  The 
sum  to  be  thus  borrowed  is  six  times  larger  than 
any  loan  ever  obtained  since  ihe  commencement 
of  the  Government  until  the  present  war. 

The  honorable  chairman  has  thought  proper 
to  state,  that,  during  the  five  years  of  the  present 
Administration,  the  public  debt  has  increased 
$20,781,881  40.  This  statement  may  be,  and 
probably  is  correct.  I  should  have  been  better 
satisfied,  ho'<vever,  had  the  chairman  informed  us 
distinctly  the  actual  amount  of  the  expenses  of 
the  present  war.  and  the  increase  of  the  public 
debt  in  consequence  of  it,  as  well  as  what  those 
expenses  and  the  amount  of  the  debt  must  be  at 
the  present  rate  of  expenditure,  at  the  close  of  the 
present  year.  The  Commiiiee,  as  well  as  the 
nation,  would  then  have  been  able  to  judge  whe- 
ther the  prospect  of  advantage  from  a  prosecution 
of  the  Canadian  war  would  not  be  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  expenses  incurred  by  it. 
It  is  my  intention,  sir.  to  present  this  subject,  dry 
and  uninteresting  as  it  may  be,  to  the  view  of 
the  Coramitiec  under  the  following  heads,  viz: 

/,\r»r.— The  amount  of  the  expenses  ot  the 
Government  (exclusive  of  the  public  debt)  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  viz:  from 
January  1,  1812,  to  December  31,  1813,  together 
with  the  amount  of  the  sums  estimated  for  the 
same  expenses  for  the  year  1814. 

Second.— k  comparative  view  of  these  ex- 
penses, with  the  sums  expended  for  the  same 
objects  during  former  Administrations. 

Third.— 'Vha  actual  increase  of  the  public 
debt,  from  January  1, 1812,  to  December  31, 1813, 
and  what  that  increase  must  be  at  the  close  of 
the  year  1814,  in  case  the  sum  contemplated  to 
be  raised  by  loan  and  Treasury  notes  should  be 
attained  on  the  terras  of  the  former  loans. 


2.  For  Military  Department 

3.  Naval  Department    -         -         - 

Per  Treasury  statement 

U—Sept.  30,  1812,  to  Sept.  30,  1813. 

1.  For  civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  &c. 

2.  For  Military  Department 

3.  Naval  Department         .         .         - 


7,464,814  80 
.  2,638,613  95 

11,660,292  21 


1,705,016  35 

18,404,650  49 

6,317,411  15 

26,427,077  99 


III— Sept.  30, 1812,  to  Dec.  31, 1813, 
being  the  last  quarter  of  1813. 

1.  For  civil  list,  &c.     -         -         - 

2.  For  MUitary  Department 

3.  Naval  Department 


-  400,000  00 

-  5,887,747  00 

-  1,248,145  10 

7,535,892  10 


Making,  as  per  statements  $45,623,262  30. 
l\—From  January  1,  1813,  to  December  31,  1814. 
The  expenses,  and  to  defray  which,  we  are  called  up- 
on to  borrow  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  which,  if 
the  war  continues,  most  be   paid,  have  been  esti- 
mated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  follows  : 


1.  For  civil  list,  &.c. 

2.  For  Mditary  Establishment 

3.  For  Naval  Establishment     - 


1,700,000 

-  24,550,000 

-  6,900,000 

$33,150,000 


Making,  in  three  years,  exclusive  of  the  public 
debt,  an  expense  of  §78,773,262  30. 

It  will  be  observed,  that,  for  the  year  1812,  the 
above  sum  of  $45,623,262  30  includes  the  money 
actually  paid  from  the  Treasury  during  those 
years.  Many  expenses,  incurred  during  that  pe- 
riod have  noi  yet  been  paid,  or  presented  for  pay- 
ment. The  claims  of  several  Stales  for  expenses 
in  calling  out  their  militia,  have  not  been  allowed 
or  paid.  The  Slate  of  Virginia  alone  has  a  claim 
of  this  kind,  amounting  to  $380,000,  The  float- 
ing debt,  therefore,  may  amount  to  several  mil- 
lions. Neither  does  the  estimate  for  the  year 
1814  include  the  large  bounties  lately  given  to 
encourage  the  recruiting  service. 

Let  us,  sir,  compare  this  expense  with  the  sums 
expended  by  former  Administrations  for  the  same 
objects.  The  extravagant  expenditures  of  former 
Administrations  have,  for  many  years,  been  the 
them«  of  both  public  and  private  declamation,  as 
well  as  denunciation.  It  may  be  useful  to  look 
back,  and  to  inquire  whether  the  practice  of  those 
who  have  professed  so  much  economy  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  has  been  con- 
formable to  their  professions. 

By  recurring  to  official  documents,  furnished 
us  from  the  Treasury  Department,  we  shall  find 
that  the  whole  expenses  of  the  several  Adminis- 
trations (exclusive  of  the  public  debt)  have  been 
as  follows: 
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if  he  Adininistratu.n  of  President  Washington. 
lihole  ripensc  for  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
fjnta,  In<iian  dcpanment,  foreign  intercourae,  Bar- 
^  Powcri;,  civil  list,  and  all  others.  (eicluRive  of 
jlifclic  debt.)  from  March  4,  1789,  to  1797,  inclusiye, 
jfiig  morr  than  eight  years,  was  -  .$18,408,020  81 
2.  I  !^  cipeiiae  for  the  same  objects, 
dtring   the   Administration   of  Mr. 
.Ai<4ni8,  from    1798  to   1801,  inclu- 
b4(<^  being  lour  years,  was     -         -     23,496,430   13 


-    41,904,450  94 


tJing  the  eight 
J|fftT8on'8  ajid   t 
c/l  I'residenii  Mac 
t^t.ons,   m«kmg 


54,437,478  06 


96,341,929  00 


Ma^irig,  from  March  \,  1789,  to  1801, 

iiiidiisiTe,  Ning  two  years  and  ten 

rif)^ths 
It  v|il(  be  remembered  that  this  sum 

ii^^IUdes  the  expenses  of  the  Indian 

v;^iV.  about  one  million  expended  in 

suppressing  an  insurrection  in  the 

t^ie  of  Pennsylvania,  and  nearly 

o^et million  for  the  release  of  Ame- 

rgau   prisoners  at   Algiers,  during 

H|eiident   Washingtjn's   Adminis- 

ti«l»ti)n,  and   the  whole  expense  of 

i^ii  war  with  France  in  the  Admin- 

iiirLtion  flf  Mr.  Adams. 
3.    I'be    eip«uee    for   the  same  ob- 

jAU,  from   1801  to  1811,  inclusive, 

t^ing  the  eight  years  of  President 
the  two  first  years 
idison's  Administra 
i«kmg  ten  years  in  the 

\Acle,  were!  .         -         -         - 

Maiing   the  i(*hole   expense,   (exclu- 

Xcofthe  d^bt,)  from  March  4, 1789, 

t|  Decembei"  31,  1811    - 
Di«r>'nce   bejween    the    expense    of 

Washingtoti  and  Adams's  Adminia- 

t^tions,  bei<ig  twelve  years  and  ten 

jjjinths,  an(i  the  Administration  of 

u  fferson  an(l  .Madison, for  ten  years, 

o|  .        ,.  .         .         . 

Dufing  the  la^t  period  there  was  paid 

V  iiler    the  jLouisiana  ('onvention, 

5  u{  under  ihe  British  Treaty,  and 

i  Icjuded  in  ihe  abovr  expenses 
Tl.  f,  »um  wa^not  equal  to  the  oxtra- 

t  lifnary  ex|)ense  of  the  former  pe- 

X  i)0 ;  each  (nay,  therefore,  be  of&ct 

^  la^nst  the  other;  bat,  if  deducted, 

>  ilf  still  kafe  a  difference  of 

■  \  

]  r'lm  this,  statement,  taken  from  official  docu- 

mr   tt.  it  api^ears.  that  the  expense  of  the  Mili- 

tar     psiablisjhraent  alone,  for  the  year  ending  on 

th».   :iOth  of  September,  1813,  was  greater  than 

alUiiJe  expeioses  (exclusive  of  the  public  debt) 

duic^  the  whole  of  ihe  Administration  of  PreRi- 

delt  Washijigton.      Strange,  sir.  as    this   may 

seiii,  it  IS  nevertheless  true. 

Frr^ii  the  30rji  day  of  September,   1812,  to  the  30th, 

^■^eptembijr,  1813,  there  was  paid  from  the  Treas- 

J>,  for  tiie  Military  Department  -  $18,484,766  49 

TtS  whole  expense  (eiclusive  of  the 

^yment«i  fyr  the  public  debt)  dur- 
the    eitht    years  of   President 

■  ^hmgtoji's  Admiiiiatration,  was 

ily      -      I 18,408,020  81 

ie»ving  a  difference  oi  -        -         $76,735  68 


12,543,027   V. 


6,361,000  00 


6,182,027  00 


The  estimate  of  expenses  for  the  Military  De- 
partment for  the  year  1814,  exceeds,  by  about  a 
million  of  dollars,  the  whole  expense  (exclusive 
of  the  debt)  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administration. 
The  expense  of  the  Military  Establishment,  for 
the  present  year,  is  estimated  at  more  than  twen- 
ty-four millions  and  a  half,  and  the  whole  expense 
of  that  Administration  (exclusive  of  the  debt) 
was  a  little  short  of  twenty-three  millions  and  a 
half.  Ye.<,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  four  years'  extrav- 
agance of  President  Adams  is  to  be  outdone  by 
the  War  Department  alone,  during  the  present 
year!  How  often,  sir.  have  we  been  reminded, 
both  here  and  elsewhere,  of  those  hard  and  ex- 
travagant times!  How  often  have  the  standing 
armies,  the  expensive  navies,  the  eight  per  cent, 
loans,  and  the  enormous  and  oppressive  taxes  of 
John  Adams  been  resounded  through  every  part 
of  the  United  Slates  !— and  with  what  effect? 
The  authors  of  those  measures  were  considered 
as  unworthy  of  public  confidence.  And  yet,  sir, 
the  expenditures  of  those  times,  in  comparison 
with  the  expenditures  of  the  present,  were  ''tri- 
fles light  as  air."  In  no  one  year  did  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  of  Mr.  Adams  cost  more  than 
about  two  millions  and  a  half;  for  the  present 
year  it  is  estimated  at  more  than  twenty-four 
millions.  Nor  did  he  expend  upon  his  favorite 
navy  more  than  about  three  millions  and  a  half 
in  any  single  year;  the  expense  of  the  navy  this 
year  is  estimated  at  $6,900,000.  A  little  more 
than  six  millions  was  then  borrowed  at  eight  per 
cent.  This  Administration,  during  the  last  year, 
borrowed  twenty-two  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, at  about  the  same  rate  of  interest,  and  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  borrow  twenty-five  mil- 
lions more,  and  which  cannot,  probably,  be  ob- 
tained ori  more  favorable  terms.  A  land  tax  of 
two  millions  of  dollars  was  then  laid,  with  other 
internal  taxes.  A  land  tax  of  three  millions  is 
now  in  collection,  with  nearly  all  the  other  inter- 
nal taxes  of  Mr.  Adams,  with  some  additional 
ones,  and  the  amount  of  them  is  nearly  doubled  ; 
and  it  is  agreed  that  another  land  tax  of  three 
millions  must  be  laid  for  the  next  year.  I  will 
not  say  that  some  of  the  expenditures  of  those 
times  might  not  have  been  extravagant;  but  I 
will  say  that  those  expenditures  were  economy, 
even  parsimony  itself,  when  compared  with  those 
of  the  present  Administration. 

The  expense  of  the  war,  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year,  at  the  present  estimated  rale  of  expenditure, 
will  exceed  the  whole  expenditure  of  President 
Washington's  Administration  for  the  same  ob- 
jecU $60,545,311  44 

And    will   exceed    that   of  President 

Adams's 55,154,902   17 

Let  us  in  the  next  place  inquire  into  the  actual 
increase  of  the  public  debt  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  and  what  that  increase  must  be 
at  the  close  of  the  present  year,  if,  as  proposed  by 
the  budget,  thirty  millions  is  obtained  on  loans 
and  Treasury  notes. 

The  following  loans  have  been  made,  exclusive 
of  the  Treasury  notes,  since  the  war: 
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1.  Loan  of  1812,  $11,000,000.  This  was  partly  tem- 
porary, and  partly  permanent  and  funded;  on  this 
loan  there  was  obtained  -         -         -       $10,184,700 

2.  Loan  of   1813,  per  act  of  February 
8th       -         -         -         -    $16,000,000 

The  greatest  part  of  this 
sum  was  obtained  at  the 
enormous  premium  of 
13  dolls,  and  63  7-1  lets, 
for  every  100  dolls.,  vix: 
for  every  100  dolls,  bor- 
rowed, the  (Jovcrnment 
gave  their  notes  or  stock 
for  113  dolls,  and  63  7- 
11   cents,  at  6  per  cent., 

2.180,000 
$18,180,000 


making  a  premium  of 


3.  Loan  of  1813,  per  act 

of  August  2d        -         -         7,500,000 

The  whole  of  this  sum  was 
obtained,  or  contracted 
for,  at  13  dolls,  and  31 
4-9  cenU  for  every  100 
dolls.,  making  a  premi- 
um of  ...  998,250 


The  amount  of  the  old  debt,  including  the  Louisiana 
stock, on  the  1st  day  of  Jan.  1812,  was    $45,154,189 

And  consisted  of  the  following  species 
viz: 


Five  per  cent,  and  deferred 

stocks  unredeemed 
3  per  ct.  stotk  16,157,890 
Converted  do.        565,318 


1 796  6  per  cent,  stork 
Registered  debt,  and  debt 
due  to  foreign  officers   - 

Being  amount  of  old  debt 
unredeemed  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1812 

Louisiana  6  per  cent. 


$17,067,096 


16,723,208 
80,000 

33,885 


33,9.04,189 
11,250,000 


8,498,250 


4.  The  contemplated  loan 

for  18 14,  of  -         -       25,000,000 

If  this  loan  be  obuiiied  on 
the  terms  of  the  16  mil- 
*lion  loan,  viz:  113doll8. 
and  63  7-11  cU.  for  100 
dollars,  it  will  make  a 
premium  of  -         -         3,107,600 

5.  Treasury  notca  for  1814   - 

Part  of  these  loans  have  been  paid  as 
follows,  viz: 

In  1812,  part  of  the  12  mil- 
lion loan  purchased 

Part  of  the  same  loan  paid 
in  1813,  being  tempora- 
ry, per  contract     - 

To  be  paid  in  1814,  part 
of  same  loan 


28,407,600 
5,000,000 

$70,270,550 


Of  this  debt  there  has  been 
since  paid  or  purchased, 
and  will  be  paid  at  the 
end  of  the  year  'H,  the 
following  sums,  viz: 

1.  Reimbursement  of  the 
old  6  per  cent,  and  de- 
ferred stocks,  for  the  y'rs 
1812, '13,  and '14,  about 
$1,500,000  per  year,  in 
three  years 

2.  Converted  6  per  cent, 
stock  paid  in  1812 

3.  Louisiana  stock  purch'd 


$45,154,189 


4,500,000 

565,318 
326,500 


5,391,818 


Leaving  the  amount  of  the  old  debt  on 


the  3l8t  December,  1814 


-    $39,762,371 


$324,200 

1,350,000 
750,000 


Leaving  at  the  end  of  the  year  1814,  an 
actual  debt,  at  6  per  cent.,  incurred  in 
consequence  of  the  war,  of 


2,424,200 


$67,746,350 


1  have  added  the  five  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  to  be  issued  during  the  present  year,  as  a 
part  of  the  debt  at  the  close  of  the  year,  because 
they  are  issued  for  the  purpose  of  paying  or  sup- 
plying the  place  of  about  an  equal  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  falling  due  the  present  year,  but 
which  1  have  not  included  as  part  of  the  debt. 
In  order  to  ascertain  the  real  amount  of  the  debt, 
either  the  notes  which  fall  due  this  year,  or  those 
which  are  issued  to  supply  their  place,  must  be 
taken  into  the  account.  ,  ,   ,  , 

If  we  add  to  this  the  amount  of  the  old  debt  at 
the  close  of  the  present  year,  we  shall  find  the 
amount  of  the  whole  debt  of  the  Uuiied  States, 
on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1814: 


Making  the   whole  debt  of  the  United 

States,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1814     $107,608,621 

Yes.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  war  continues 
the  present  year,  the  public  debt  will  arnount  to 
more  than  one  hundred  and  seven  millions  of 
dollars,  being  about  thirty  millions  more  than 
the  debt  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Government.  And  for  what  has  this  debt  been 
incurred  ?  Principally  for  the  hopeless  and  useless 
project  of  taking  Canada.  And  when  is  this  debt 
to  be  paid  by  the  people  of  this  country?  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  has  in- 
deed consoled  us  with  the  idea,  that,  in  times  of 
peace,  we  can  easily  pay  off  the  debts  incurred  by 
war;  that  as  in  eleven  years  we  have  paid  off 
forty-six  millions  of  debt,  we  can  in  twenty-two 
years  pay  ninety-two  millions.  It  is  true,  that  ia 
about  eleven  years,  viz:  from  1801  to  1811.  for- 
ty-six millions  of  debt  were  paid.  How  was  this 
done?  From  an  overflowing  Treasury,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  extensive  and  active  commerce. 
The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  whole  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  from  March  4th,  1789,  to 
December  Gist.  1811,  were  -  $208,859,076  71 
Of  this  sum  there  was  received,  from 
March  4,  1789,  to  1801,  inclusive, 
being  12  years  and  10  months — 
$78,139,915  80 


V  i 


r 


I 


fi< 


i] 


M 


195 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1296 


ofR. 


The  Ijoan  BiU. 


FCBRCASY,  1814. 


130,719,H0  91 


54,437,478  06 


i»dfroml|»02to'll, 
joclumTeJ  being  10 
-^'ra,  waajrec'd 
r"()m  1802, to  1811, 
raclusive^  the  ex- 
sensea,  (delusive 
Qf  debt.)  (Were,  as 

kljefore  str^ted 

«•  ,  '  

Jp»ving  dijring  that 
period,   :^plicable 
1 1,0  the  pnyment  of 
the    intCiest    and 
I  principal    of    the 
public  debt  76,281,662  85 

fthis  Buni  of  more  than  two  bund- 
led and  oight  millions  of  revenue, 
that  part  which  arose  from  com- 
merce, or  from  the  customs,  wa.s 


193,115,266  13 


leaving  foi  all  other  sources  of  reve 
iikue,  during  that  period,  only 


-    $15,743,810  58 


It  wouljd  have  been   strange,  indeed,  if.  with 

■i^enty  si«  millions  of  dollars  at  comnaand.  the 

^(jrainisitation,   during   that   period,   could   not 

ave  paid  off  forty-six  millions  of  the  debt.     But 

n,  the  return  of  peace  here  and  in  Europe,  we 

Jinot  expect  a  return  of  that  extensive  and  pros- 

erous  commerce   we  enjoyed   before   the  com- 

i^ncemept  of  the  restrictive  system.     Besides, 

le  expertse  of  cur  future  peace  establishment 

^ust  be  ^luch  greater  than  heretofore.     Should 

Jeace  take  place  at  the  close  of  the  present  year, 

"^  would  feave  us  with  a  debt,  the  annual  interest 

•f'which  would  be  about  six  millions  of  dollars ; 

»s.  with'  the  annual  reimbursement  of  the  old 

ebt.  amounting  to  about  one  million  and  a  half, 

ould  m^ke  nearly  eight  millions  to  be  provided 

f  annu^lly  for  the  debt  alone.     The  peace  es- 

ablishrae^nt  for  the  army,  navy.  *Sx.,  will  not  be 

eis  thanj  seven  millions,  makmg  the  whole  at 

»st  fiftetin  millicQs. 

This  project,  then,  of  taking  Canada,  is  to  sad- 
■jll^  the  pnople  of  this  country  with  an  enormous 

fkbt.  andifor  the  payment  ot  which  their  houses, 
h<;ir  shops,  theic  lands,  their  carriages,  and  al- 
♦ipst  evejry  thing  they  eat,  drink,  or  wear,  must 
/^ taxed. ' 

*   In  presjenting  the  budget,  and  calling  for  so 

arge  a  lo)in.  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  as 

Hs  his  d\ity,  had  made  some  remarks  and  state- 

aents  to  show  tbr  ability  of  the  nation  to  furnish 

liXs  loan..    With  this  view  he  has  made  an  esti- 

4Q%te — 

>     ilat.  Of  ^he  amount  of  the  capital  of  the  country. 
]     ;Jd.  Of  tpe  income  of  that  capiul. 
I     pd.  Of  the  amount  of  the  circulating  medium, 
aljj  e8timf;te  of  the  am't  of  capital  is    $2,667,480,000 
iid  the  iDcome  arising  from  this  cap- 
rwbat  he  calls   the  annual 


»tal,  (;r 

produce  of  the  industry  of  the  Unit- 
X  fed  States,  IS  estimated  at        -         - 


135,489,600 


I  should  suppose,  however,  that  the  estimate  rel- 
ative to  the  income  of  the  United  States,  partic- 
ularly in  prosperous  times,  is  short  of  the  truth, 
but  in  limes  like  these,  when  there  is  a  total  stag- 
nation of  business,  and  the  whole  amount  of  our 
exports  does  not  exceed  twenty-seven  millions  of 
dollars,  our  income  must  be  comparatively  small. 
For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  ability  of  the 
community  to  loan  the  sum  required,  the  honor- 
able chairman  in  the  next  place  endeavors  to  fix 
the  proportion  between  the  amount  of  the  circu- 
lating medium  and  the  productive  industry  of  the 
country.  He  supposes,  from  consulting  the  best 
writers  on  political  economy,  that  this  proportion, 
at  the  greatest,  would  not  exceed  one-fif(h.  One- 
fifth  of  235  millions,  he  says,  is  S47.569,120, 
which  he  considers  as  "sufl&cient  for  actual  circu- 
lation, and  that  the  whole  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium above  that  sum,  might  be  locked  up  or 
drawn  from  circulation,  without  producing  in- 
convenience or  pressure." 

He  then  calculates  the  whole  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  United  States  to  be  ."$100,000,000, 
consisting  of  SJObOOO.OOO  in  bank  notes,  and  S50.- 
000,000  in  discounts  at  the  banks.  He  then  says, 
•'from  this  sum  deduct  847,509.120,  the  maximum 
of  what  is  deemed  necessary  for  circulation,  and 
the  sum  remaining,  viz :  §52,430.880,  constitutes 
the  ability  of  the  moneyed  capitalist  to  loan." 

On  this  subject,  sir,  my  ideas  are  very  different 
from  those  advanced  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. As  to  the  amount  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  country,  the  estimate  is  much  too 
large.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  it  estimated 
higher  than  about  eighty  millions.  And  of  what, 
sir,  does  this  circulating  medium  consist  ?  It  con- 
sists of  specie,  of  gold  and  silver — the  universal 
standard — by  which  the  commercial  transactions 
of  mankind  are  regulated,  or  the  representative 
of  gold  and  silver.  Bank  notes  may  very  proper- 
ly be  considered  as  constituting  a  part,  and  at 
present  the  principal  part,  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium of  this  country.  Why.  sir.  are  they  so  con- 
sidered? Because  they  are  the  representative  of 
gold  and  silver.  They  are  valuable,  because  they 
can  at  once  be  converted  into  gold  and  silver. 
The  moment  they  will  not  command  the  specie 
they  lose  their  v^lue,  and  will  not  pass  from  man 
to  man.  It  is  difficult  to  ascertain,  with  preci- 
sion, the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  in 
the  United  Slates.  From  the  data,  however,  to 
which  I  have  had  access,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
sum  does  not  exceed  thirty  millions.  The  late 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  with  a  capital  of  ten 
millions,  and  with  an  average  deposite  of  five  mil- 
lions more,  and  whose  bills  had  a  general  cur^ 
rency,  and  were  receivable  for  all  debts  due  the 
United  States,  could  not,  for  many  years,  keep  in 
circulation,  on  an  average,  more  than  about  five 
millions  of  bank  notes.  This  was  about  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  amount  of  their  capital.     We 


cannot. 
«  -  .  therefore,  calculate  that  the  present  State  banks. 

\  :I  shall  not  trouble  the  Committee  long  in  in-  taken  together,  can  circulate  bills  to  a  greater 
liHirin^  whether  this  estimate  be  correct  or  not.  amount  than  about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  capital 
•Ail  calciilations  of  this  kind,  especially  in  this  ,  actually  paid  in.   The  bills  of  some  of  the  banks. 

fQuntry,  liaust.  in  a  great  measure,  be  conjectural.  J  from  their  local  situation,  exceed  this  amount. 
Ji      : 


! 
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while  the  bills  of  many  others,  and  particularly 
of  the  larger  banks  in  the  cities,  fall  short  of  it. 

The  present  bank  capital  is  estimated  by  the 
chairman  at  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.     If. 
sir.  he  means  that  this  sum  has  actually  been  paid  I 
in,  it  is  too  large.     In  1812  the  Secretary  of  the  , 
Treasury  stated  the  amount  to  be  only  fifty  mil-  I 
lions;  and  from  the  best  information  lean  ob- j 
tain,  I  am  satisfied  the  amount  paid  in  does  not  i 
at  present  much   exceed   sixty  millions.      Supn 
posing  those  banks,  taken  together,  can  circulate, 
in  proportion  to  their  capital,  as  many  notes  as  I 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  bank  uotes  j 
in  circulation  will  be  only  thirty  millions.    From  \ 
information,  however,  furnished  by  some  of  the 
State  banks  at  different  periods,  we  shall  be  satis- 
fied that  this  sum,  taken  on  an  average,  is  proba- 
bly too  large.     About   the  first  day  of  January, 
1812.  the  capital  of  three  of  the  principal  banks  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  three  large  banks  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  of  all  the  banks  in  Rhode  Island, 
amounted  to  §11,808,650,  and  the  notes  in  circu- 
lation from   these  banks,  at  that  time,  was  only 
$4,487,702.  being  a  little  more  than  one-third  of 
the  amount  of  the  capital.   This,  sir,  appears  from 
statements  made  by  the  directors  of  those  banks 
to  the  Legislatures  of  those  States  respectively. 
In  January  of  the  present  year,  the  capital  of  all 
the  banks  in  Massachusetts  was  .§11,575,000,  and. 
the  notes  in  circulation  amounted  only  to  §4.117.- 
118.     If  we  suppose  the  bank  capital  of  Massa- 
chusetts  to   be  one-sixth  of  the  whole  banking 
capital  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  the  other 
banks  circulated  notes  in  the  same  proportion  to 
their   capital   as    the  banks   of    that    State,    the 
amount  of  all  the  notes  now  in  circulation  will 
be  only  §24.702.708. 

As  the  banks  farther  south  have  probably  more 
notes  in  circulation,  in  proportion  to  their  capital, 
than  the  banks  in  Massachusetts,  the  notes  in  cir- 
culation may  exceed  this  amount  by  two  or  three 
millions.  A  very  general  error  has  prevailed  on 
this  subject.  Many  have  supposed  that  banks 
could  issue  notes  to  an  almost  unlimited  extent, 
and  that  they  had  generally  done  it  to  an  amount 
far  beyond  their  capital.  This  idea  is.  however. 
a  very  erroneous  one.  A  certain  quantity  of  cir- 
culating medium  is  necessary  in  every  country, 
for  its  various  commercial  transactions,  and  to 
facilitate  an  interchange  of  the  products  of  its 
industry.  This  quantity  increases  with  ihe  in- 
creased wealth  and  resources  of  the  country,  but 
whether  it  consists  in  specie  or  in  bank  notes,  it 
can  never  exceed  the  amount  which  is  necessary 
for  the  objects  for  which  it  is  required.  The  idea, 
that  bank  discounts  constitute  a  part  of  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country  is  indeed  novel. 
The  honorable  chairman  will  find  that  he  must 
apply  to  some  other  resources,  than  the  surplus 
of  what  he  calls  the  circulating  medium,  in  order 
to  fill  this  loan.  He  must  apply  to  the  capital  of 
the  country,  which  can  be  spared  from  otner  ob- 
jects. What  the  amount  of  this  capital  is,  it  is 
difficult  to  determine.  I  feel  no  disposition  to 
depreciate  the  wealth  and  resources  ot  the  coun- 
try.    Before  the  commencement  of  that  self-de- 


stroying system,  which  has  been  pressing  upon 
us  for  so  many  years,  no  nation,  in  proportion  to 
its  means,  ever  increased  so  rapidly  in  wealth  and 
in  accumulation  of  capital  as  the  United  States. 
In  the  years  1S05.  '6,  and  '7.  our  exports  amount- 
ed annually  tu  more  than  one  hundred  millionii 
of  dollars.  They  are  for  the  last  year  reduced  to 
the  pitiful  sum  of  twenty-seven  millions. 

During  the  years  1805,  '6.  anfl  '7,  the  revenues 
from  imports  amounted  to  $47,555,629  97,  in  the 
three  succeeding  years  they  were  only  §27,078,- 
740  05,  making  a  difference  of  more  than  twenty 
millions.  During  the  present  year,  with  the  dou- 
ble duties,  they  are  estimated  at  only  six  millions. 
While  this  fatal  system,  together  with  the  war, 
has  thus  exhausted  the  National  Treasury,  it  has 
likewise,  to  a  great  extent,  exhausted  the  wealth 
and  resources  of  individuals.  To  obtain  the  last 
loans  you  were  obliged  to  make  sacrifices,  which 
would  put  at  hazard  the  credit  of  almost  any  in- 
dividual in  the  community.  And  you  can  hard- 
ly expect  that,  without  any  funds  provided  for 
the  payment  even  of  the  interest  of  the  contem- 
plated loan,  you  can  obtain  it.  if,  indeed,  it  can 
be  obtained  at  all,  at  a  less  sacrifice. 

Before  we  proceed  further  in  these  vast  ex- 
penditures and  extravagant  loans,  for  the  purposes 
ot  foreign  conquest,  let  me  beseech  gentlemen  to 
pause  and  to  reflect  upon  the  immense  burdens 
they  are  imposing  upon  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, and  their  posterity  for  generations  yet  to 
come. 

When  Mr.  Pitkin  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Sheffey  rose  and  said,  that,  on  this  occa- 
sion, it  became  the  duty  of  ihe  Committee  to  look 
l>eyond  the  present  moment.  The  motion  sub- 
mitted by  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  required  them  to 
consider  not  only  whether  there  existed  in  the 
country  a  capacity  and  disposition  to  furnish  the 
sum  now  wanted,  but  whether  this  system  of 
loans  and  expenditures,  of  which  the  present 
measure  constituted  a  part,  could  continue  until 
the  professed  objects  of  the  war  were  accomplish- 
ed. There  is  certainly,  said  Mr.  S.,  no  honorable 
member  on  this  floor  who  entertains  serious 
doubts  on  the  subject,  who  will  not  feel  disposed, 
at  least,  to  pause.  There  is  none  who  shall  be 
convinced  that  this  system  has  its  limits,  and  that 
those  limits  are  short  of  your  object,  who  will 
not, think  the  present  the  best  moment  to  arrest 
your  progress.  To  continue  the  effusion  of  blood 
and  the  waste  of  money,  without  hope,  would  be 
wanton  and  cruel. 

The  sum  proposed  to  be  raised  by  loans,  in- 
cluding the  Treasury  notes,  as  a  portion  of  the 
means  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
present  year,  is  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Al- 
though exceeding  in  amount  any  loan  ever  at- 
tempted in  this  country,  (as  it  is  admitted,)  and 
exceeding  any  loan  ever  obtained  in  any  other 
country,  (means  and  circumstances  considered,) 
as  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  lo  notice,  yet  it 
will  be  far  short  of  our  necessities,  should  our 
Army  equal  the  number  estimated.  The  Secre- 
tary at  War  estimates  the  military  expenditures 
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jii  twentv-foar  and  one-half  raillioDs  of  dollars, 
>nd  our  rpilitary  force  for  the  year  at  sixty-three 
^thousand'men.  thus  making  the  average  cost  per 
▼man  less  ^han  four  hundred  dollars.  If  we  judge 
ir,^m  pasdexperience.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the 
jayerage  cost  will  fall  little  short  of  one  thousand 
*t)t>llars  pdr  man,  and  therefore,  if  the  Secretary's 
Ifiijemises  »re  to  be  regarded,  our  military  expendi- 
{i^es  wiU  this  year  exceed  $50,000,000. 
i  'During  the  fiscal  year,  which  commenced  on 

ihe  first  day  of  October,  1812,  and  ended  on  the 
iijih  S^jxeraber,  1813.  the  various  sums  paid  on 
,^'couni  i)f  the  military  service,  amounted  to 
rAore  than  eighteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  about 
,iK  thousand  dollars  less  than  the  sura  appropri- 
ili;d.  Tlje  paper  laid  on  our  tables,  showing  the 
)(far  appfoach  of  the  amount  actually  paid  to 
he  sura  Appropriated,  may  have  been  considered 
)y  iome  Us  a  high  evidence  of  the  wisdom  and 
a-gacity  (»f  those  who  managed  our  affairs.  Lei 
Kem  not»  be  deceived.  Nothing  is  more  falla- 
;ious  thaji  the  idea  that  the  expenditure  is  lim- 
t«d  by  thfc  appropriation.  The  actual  payments 
jtily  are  sjo  limited 


If  there  is  an  excess  of  ex- 


itnditure^  it  constitutes  a  debt  which  is  paid  out 
if-  the  De)it  appropriation.  To  prevent  the  whole 
um  app^prlated  for  the  military  service  from 
)i'ing  paiii  as  demands  may  require,  and  thereby 
[iBeraatufily  exhaust  the  means  of  payment,  the 
Tfeasury  Peparttuent  has  interposed  a  restriction 
uj  which.but  one-twelfth  part  of  the  amount  ap- 
p^opriatfii  can  be  drawn  monthly.  Thus,  the 
ijpropiiaiion  for  the  last  year  being  about  eigh- 
el-n  millions,  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  for  the 
V5^ar  Department,  received  a  monthly  credit  of 
iqe  million  and  a  half;  beyond  this  sum  no  pay- 
D«nt  could  be  made,  whatever  the  demand  might 
)^.  Should  there  have  been  any  application 
vithin  the  month  after  the  sum  set  apart  was  ex- 
liusted,  ihe  claimant  would  be  postponed,  he 
.vLuld  h;.ve  to  wait  until  the  waters  were  again 
i^pved.  aud  if  he  was  not  preceded  by  others,  or 
;Krown  back  in  the  scramble,  he  might  be  sat- 
isfied. 

f  vSir.  we:  have  no  means  by  which  the  actual 

jDjlilary  t-xpenditures  can  be  ascertained.     Such 

Is' the  miiuner  of  disbursement,  and   the  state  of 

Sh}e  various  branches   of  the   War   Department. 

ih^at  no  prtrson  knows,  or  can  know,  how  much  of 

%e  immcjnse  sums  drawn  from  the  Treasury  is 

(jtually  {»aid  to  those  entitled  thereto,  or  how 

ch  reiijaios  due.     Many  millions  are  received 

officerj  and  contractors  in  the  way  of  advan- 

who.-  instead  of  being  called  upon  at  short 

*tited   peitiods  to  account,   retain  large  sums  for 

n;jnths,  often  for  years,  and  sometimes  forever. 

Hiere  is.Un  fact,  no  system,  no  accountability. 

r*ie  people's  money  is  squandered  to  enrich  those 

vjjo  riot  on  the  public  spoils,  and  who  fatten  by 

lieir  calamities.     Little  as  I  know,  I  have  heard 

iiid  seen  enough  to  convince   me  of  the  profli- 

;^cy,  profusion,  and  corruption,  which  attends 

ilie  expenditure  of  your  public  money.     No  per- 

-(in  can  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  amount,  nor 

>wU  It  be   known    until  long  after  the  war  shall 

^ive  closed.    You  are  in   the   habit  of  passing 


laws  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  claims  not 
before  contemplated,  the  extent  of  which  you  do 
not  anticipate.  It  is,  moreover,  evident  that 
many  claims  that  accrued  before  the  close  of  the 
last  fiscal  year,  were  either  not  presented,  or  not 
paid.  We  know  of  many  large  ones  in  that  sit- 
uation. Though  I  have  no  certain  data,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  believing  that  the  actual  expendi- 
ture exceeded  the  appropriation  ten  millions  of 
dollars. 

[Mr.  Eppes  interrupted  Mr.  Sheffey,  and  said 
that  if  the  gentleman  had  any  evidence  of  the 
fact  he  stated,  he  requested  him  to  produce  it.] 

Mr.  Shefeev  resumed.  The  gentleman  called 
upon  me  fur  evidence.  If  he  means  positive  evi- 
dence. I  have  already  stated  there  is  none.  No 
mortal  being  knows  the  actual  amount  of  expen- 
diture. It  is  matter  of  reasoning  and  deduction 
merely.  One  thing  is  certain,  tliat  the  eighteen 
millions  appropriated  last  year  for  the  military 
*»rvice  are  insufficient  to  pay  the  demands  that 
ought  and  must  be  paid.  The  gentleman  him- 
self has  presented  the  claim  of  Virginia  amount- 
ing to  nearly  $400,000  which  is  unsatisfied.  The 
claims  of  other  States  and  individuals  are  in  the 
same  situation.  Admitting,  however,  (and  it  is 
yielding  much)  that  the  excess  of  expenditure  is 
but  five  millions,  the  expense  of  our  military  op- 
erations during  the  year,  which  ended  on  the 
30th  September  last,  amounts  to  more  than  twen- 
ty-three millions  of  dollars. 

Let  us  examine  what  was  the  state  of  our 
military  force  during  the  .>anie  period.  On  this 
subject  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  ex- 
hibit evidence,  in  its  character  either  positive  or 
conclusive.  None  such.  I  believe,  exists  ;  and 
that  which  the  records  of  the  War  Department 
might  furnish,  inconclusive  as  it  must  be,  is  not 
confided  to  us.  We.  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  are  not  permitted  to  Know  the  real  state 
of  the  people's  concerns,  lest  the  information 
should  be  improvidently  used.  It  is  withheld 
from  us  as  edge  tools  are  withheld  from  children. 
In  the  absence,  therefore,  of  everything  like  of- 
ficial information,  I  must  be  permitted  to  resort  to 
snch  facts  and  estimates  as  are  within  my  reach. 
The  result,  though  it  may  not  be  minutely  accu- 
rate, will  be  sufficiently  so  to  serve  every  purpose 
connected  with  the  present  discussion. 

If  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  at  War  as  to 
the  expense  per  man  is  to  be  relied  on.  it  follows 
that  the  military  force  of  the  United  States,  be- 
tween the  30th  September,  1812,  and  1st  October, 
1813.  on  an  average,  must  have  exceeded  fifty- 
six  thousand  men.  Indeed,  the  appropriations 
made  contemplated  effectual  provision  for  that 
number.  Is  there  any  person  who  does  believe 
such  to  have  been  the  fact?  Where  were  they 
employed?  What  positions  did  they  occupy? 
During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  at  the  mo- 
ment most  favorable,  when  eVtry  effort  had  been 
made  to  collect  the  great  force  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  to  penetrate  into  Canada,  the  command- 
ing officer  states  the  number  at  less  than  two 
thousand  men  ;  it  unquestionably  was  much  less 
a  great  portion  of  the  time.     Very  few  .of  the 
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Pennsylvania  brigade  of  militia  were  in  service 
the  whole  period.  The  Army  under  General 
Harrison,  including  the  posts  on  and  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Lake  Erie,  did  not  much  exceed  three  thou- 
sand men.  On  Lake  Champlain.  and  the  frontier 
in  that  quarter,  about  two  thousand  men  were  sta- 
tioned. The  forces  in  Louisiana  and  West  Flor- 
ida amounted  to  about  the  same  number.  And 
in  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  there  were  not 
more.  Allowing  four  thousand  men  for  every 
other  place,  the  average  number  would  be  about 
fifteen  thousand  men. 

During  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  there 
was  no  considerable  addition  made  to  the  number 
of  our  military  force,  except  so  far  as  respects  the 
militia  called  out  for  the  defence  of  Norfolk  and 
the  coasts  on  the  Chesapeake.  The  recruiting 
service  progressed  but  slowly.  Many  of  the  mil- 
itia and  volunteers  were  discharged,  and  great 
mortality  prevailed  in  the  regular  army.  Indeed, 
not  until  towards  the  close  of  the  last  quarter,  was 
there  any  considerable  augmentation.  About  that 
time,  our  force  might  be  estimated  thus: 
Under  Wilkinson 

"      Hampton       .        -        -        -        - 

"      Harrison         -        -        - 
Militia   and  volunteers   on  the   Northern 

frontier           ...--- 
Norfolk  and  the  Chesapeake     -         -        - 
Louisiana,  Georgia,  and  the  Carolinas 
All  other  places 


7,500 
4.000 
3,000 

5.000 
5:000 
4,000 
6.500 


Making  the  average  for  the  last  quarter  -  35.000 

And  for  the  year,  ending  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1813,  about  twenty-five  thousand  men. 

In  the  estimate  which  I  have  submitted,  I  am 
certain  that  I  have  rather  gone  beyond,  than  fallen 
short  of  the  true  average  number.  Generals  Wil- 
kinson and  Hampton,  at  no  period  during  the  cam- 
paign, had  a  greater  force  than  that  estimated. 
And  General  Harrison's  was  much  below  3,000, 
independent  of  the  Kentucky  and  Ohio  militia, 
who  did  not  commence  their  march  until  about 
the  beginning  of  September. 

The  result  which  follows  makes  the  average 
expense  per  man  little  less  than  one  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  last  year.  Evidence  drawn  from  re- 
cent experience  tends  strongly  to  support  this  con- 
clusion. The  expense  during  the  first  four  months 
of  the  war,  according  to  the  best  estimate  I  could 
make,  was  at  the  rate  of  nine  hundred  dollars  per 
man,  per  annum.  For  1809,  our  army  cost  us  four 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars  per  man,  including 
all  military  expenses,  as  appeared  by  the  docu- 
uments  laid  before  us;  and  we  were  then  in  a 
state  of  profound  peace.  The  increased  bounty 
and  pay  which  has  since  been  granted  ;  the  host 
of  officers  which  are  supported;  the  expense  of 
transportation;  the  enhanced  price  of  munitions  ; 
the  arms  and  ordnance  required  ;  the  losses  and 
waste  attending  a  state  of  war — leave  little  doubt 
of  the  general  correctness  of  the  opinion  expres- 
sed. It  follows  that  the  estimate  of  twenty-four 
and  a  half  millions  for  sixty-three  thousand  men 
IS  totally  incorrect  ;  we  shall  expend  more  than 


double  the  sum,  or  shall  have  less  than  one  half 
the  army  estimated.  The  latter  will  most  prob- 
ably be  the  case.  The  money  will  be  expended, 
and  when  we  shall  hereafter  inquire  into  the 
strength  of  our  military  force,  we  shall  be  (as  we 
have  been)  told  that  the  information  is  not  proper 
to  be  communicated,  lest  the  enemy  should  ob- 
tain knowledge  of  our  weakness.  Thus  the  de- 
lusion is  kept  up.  The  people's  money  is  squan- 
dered, while  the  most  important  facts,  connected 
with  their  best  interests,  are  veiled  from  their  eyes. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  when  he  submitted  the  motion 
now  before  you,  attempted  to  prove  that  this  coun- 
try had  the  means  to  furnish  the  loan  proposed  ; 
and  that  that  it  was  the  interest  of  capitalists,  and 
of  course  their  disposition,  to  accommodate  the 
Government.  This  was  perfectly  statesman-like. 
He  gave  us  a  detailed  statement,  the  correctness 
of  which  lam  not  disposed  to  question,  tending 
to  show  the  wealth  of  this  country.  But  he 
failed  entirely,  in  my  humble  opinion,  in  the  in- 
ferences he  was  disposed  to  draw,  and  which 
were  essential  to  his  object.  The  wealth  of  a 
community  does  not  furnish  any  certain  data, 
from  which  to  infer  the  existence  of  any  dispo 
sable  means,  much  less  such  means  as  naturally 
take  such  a  direction.  The  wealth  of  a  nation 
may  be  respectable  in  amount,  yet  there  may  be 
no  surplus  beyond  the  wants  of  its  people  ;  its  in- 
dustry may  produce  periodical  surpluses,  but  if 
let  alone  will  be  otherwise  and  perhaps  better  em- 
ployed than  in  loans  to  the  Government. 

The  honorable  gentleman's  first  item  in  the  ac- 
count of  our  national  wealth,  is  the  improved 
lands,  the  value  of  which  he  estimated  at  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-two  millions  of  dollars.  Land 
is  truly  the  great  source  of  all  wealth,  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  those  who  possess  it  have  the 
means  alone  suited  to  the  object  of  the  present 
bill.  If  the  value  of  landed  property  in  Sweden 
and  Norway  was  estimated  by  the  standard  of 
public  opinion  there,  it  would  probaMy  exceed  the 
sum  at  which  the  gentleman  estimate*  ours.  Yet 
they  have  little  capital.  Holland  in  her  better 
days  was  poor  in  land,  while  her  money  wealth 
exceeded  all  example.  Our  own  country  fur- 
nishes sufficient  evidence  that  land  and  other  pro- 
perty constituting  agricultural  stock  is  not  (and 
does  not  necessarily  produce)  in  the  hands  of  the 
proprietorsextensive  moneyed  means.  The  plan- 
ters of  the  South  possess  their  thousands  of  acres, 
and  their  hundreds,  and  even  their  thousands  of 
slaves.  The  inhabitants  of  the  West  own  im- 
mense quantities  of  the  mo.st  fertile  lands,  estima- 
ted among  themselves  at  a  high  value.  Yet  they 
have  very  little  money  capital.  How  much  have 
individuals  from  those  sections  of  the  Union  (I 
speak  not  here  of  banks)  contributed  to  your  for- 
mer loans?  Comparatively  nothing.  This  is 
not  owing  to  their  opposition  to  the  war;  for  it 
not  only  has  their  undivided  support,  but  their 
enthusiastic  affection.  Some  of  them,  particu- 
larly the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  have  manifested 
their  sincerity  in  the  cause,  by  bestowing  upon  it 
their  heart's  blood.    If  the  honorable  genilemaa 
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XilU^kfiThU^wn  district,  he  wUl  see  a  cotisid- 1  sides,  the  vast  quantities  of  lands  owned  by  State 

will   iwviw   »«*"•  , i;_,l,,,  i.liioc     nrilnnmointn  /»r»mrvol  i  rir>n  «ri  f  I 


Will  lOOK  lo  aisuwu  ui^i.iv.,  ..V  -... 

fable  portion  of  wealth  in  lands  and  personal  pro 
Werty;  y«'t  I  pre->ume  his  constituents  have  not 
^  JontribuH  '""ch  to  the  loans— so  it  is  in  raine. 
I 'J'hough  there  are  several  individuals  wiio  are 
i  ^eally'wc^althy.  1  know  of  one  only  who  has  sub- 
I  ^ribed  anythiog.  The  reason  is,  that  many  have 
1^0  surplus  means,  and  those  who  have,  think  it 
"  »oore  prudent  and  more  productive  to  vest  them 

131  sometiiing  eUe. 

''  What  I  have  said  on  the  subject  of  land  is  ap- 
;  Alicable  to  every  other  species  of  visible  property, 
^  Ind  particularly  personal  property.  Its  value  con- 
\  viiiutes  DO  evidence  of  the  disposable  moneyed 
J  Leans  of  a  community.  It  is  either  a  subject  of 
I  Txpense  to  the  j-roprietor,  or  it  constitutes  a  part 
*  j>f  his  capital  in  some  branch  of  industry.     In  our 

fouDirv.  a  very  great  portion  is  really  agricultu- 

lal  stock,  which  I  before  noticed,  or  commercial 
i  {apital;  in  the  latter  case,  it  is  clearly  compre- 


i 


j  >) ended  lu  another  item  of  the  gentlemen's  state- 
(oent. 

I  The  honorable  gentleman  has  included  in  his 
Jiccount  of  our  national  wealth,  ihe  value  of  the 
4)ublic  lands,  which  he  e>timate3  at  eight  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars.  This  is  not  the  first 
>ime  that  we  have  been  presented  with  this  ob- 
*ect,  as  consliiulinc  in  itself  the  most  unbounded 
Resources.  I  recoflect  several  years  ago,  when 
ihe  war  m  which  we  are  now   engaged  was   in 

*  prospect,  the  honorable  gentleman  in  his  place,  as 
t  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
?  Vith  a  view,  as  I  understood,  to  justify  such  an 
i  JuUerior  resort,  and  the  profuse  expenditure  it 
I  ^ould  liecessarijy  occasion,  stated  that  our  resour- 
•J  'ces  were  far  beyond  those  of  any  nation  of  mod- 
1  •ern  limes.  I  listened  with  the  utmost  attention 
St  ^a  the  expectation  of  some   new  development— 

Iisome  n,'w  principle  in  finance  to  which  I  had 
*een  an  an  utter  stranger.  But  I  confess  I  was 
isadly  disappoinied,  when  I  heard  that  the  public 
-  'lands  constituted  this  boundless,  this  inexhaustible 
'treasuro.  Sir,  when  we  are  called  on  to  provide 
jfor  ptescJDt  exp»:ndiiures,  and  present  demands,  it 
isurely  becomes  us  not  to  refer  to  future  means 
iwhica  11  requires  ages  to  accumulate,  which  can 
Ibe  brou;jht  to  your  aid  in  small  periodical  contri- 
^  ibutions  only.     Your  public  land:*  constitute  a  cap- 

1  «ital  from   which  you    draw  a  variable  annuity, 

*  !equal  tcj  the  net  annual   amount  ot   sales      That 
0  iamount  has  seldom  exceeded  five  hundred  thou- 

*sand  dollars  per  annum,  and  very  often  heen  much 

*  <b€low  it.  Admii,  however,  the  average  amount 
flo  be  expected"  into  the  Treasury  equal  to  six 
1  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  the  present 
!cabh  value  of  all  the  public  land  does  not  exceed 
'ten  millions  of  dollars.  Because  a  cash  capital  t© 
'that  amount  would  produce  a  perpetual  annuity 

of  S60U,000  at  SIX  per  cent.   It  may  be  said,  how- 
jever,  that  the  sales  of  our  lands  will  progress  with 
V    the  loi^reasc  of  population.     This  in  some  degree 

*  I  may  be   true.     But  the  increase  of  population 
i  :  will  extend  and  multiply  the  sedentary  arts..  The 

'  improvements  10  agriculture,  and  the  clearing  of 
,   ,  lands  already  private  property,  will   provide  the 

2  I  meaQb  of  subsistence  for  a  greater  number.     Be- 


and  individuals,  will  come  into  competition  with 
you  after  your  most  favored  spots  are  sold  ;  so 
that,  with  the  daily  diminution  in  point  of  real 
value  of  the  remnant  in  the  market,  no  consider- 
able increase  in  the  amount  of  sales  can  be  ex- 
pected. 

The  honorable  gentleman  also  presented  to  our 
view  the  amount  of  our  bank  capital,  which  he 
estimates  at  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  He 
supposes  the  average  amount  of  bank  paper  issued 
and  outstanding,  with  the  specie  not  in  the  vaults 
of  the  banks,  to  amount  to  one  hundred  millions, 
and,  therefore,  that  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  is  equal  to  that  sum.  On  these  topics  the 
appearance  is  too  often  taken  for  the  reality:  and 
on  no  subject  are  appearances  more  delusive  than 
on  these.  So  long  as  bank  payments  can  be  de- 
manded in  specie;  so  long  as  specie  constitutes 
the  basis  of  all  money  transactions;  so  long  the 
real  bank  capital  in  a  community  cannot  exceed 
the  actual  amount  of  specie.  The  excess  is  a 
nominal  or  credit  capital,  which  it  is  the  object 
of  banks  to  organize  and  modify,  to  supply  the 
deficiency  of  a  real  or  specie  capital. 

To  illustrate  this  idea,  let  me  suppose  a  com- 
munity without  banks,  whose  whole  circulating 
medium  consisted  of  specie.  That  in  this  situa- 
tion a  bank  should  be  created  of  a  capital  exceed- 


' 


ing  the  amount  of  all  the  specie,  and  tlie  whole 
stock  to  be  paid  in  that  medium  on  a  certain  day. 
It  would  most  unquestionably  follow  that  the 
stock  subscribed  could  not  exceed  the  amount  ot 
specie;  or.  in  other  words,  the  banking  could  not 
exceed  the  specie  capital.  As  things  are,  how- 
ever, the  paper  or  credit  of  existing  banks  con- 
stitutes a  great  portion  of  the  capital  of  every 
new  bank;  and  thus  bank  capital  is  multiplied, 
without  any  addition  either  of  specie  or  real 
wealth. 

To  simplify  the  subject,  and  to  show  the  man- 
ner in  which  bank  capital  is  multiplied,  let  me 
suppose  that  in  a  small  community,  the  whole 
circulating  medium  amounted  to  3.000  dollars 
specie,  owned  by  three  individuals,  A.  B,  and  C. 
in  equal  proportions;  that  they  should  establish 
a  bank  called  A's  Bank,  comprising  the  whole  ot 
the  money  in  which  they  were  interested  alike, 
and  which  was  restricted  not  to  issue  paper  to  a 
greater  amount  than  its  capital.  Afterwards, 
they  .should  determine  to  establish  another  called 
B's  Bank  ;  but,  having  no  further  real  means,  they 
should  obtain  accommodation  at  A's  Bank,  each 
to  the  amount  of  his  stock — paid  in  notes.  They 
would  be  then  enabled  to  pay  the  capital  of  B"; 
Bank.  If  they  should  be  disposed  to  erect  a  third 
bank,  they  might  do  it  in  the  same  manner,  by 


1 


obtaining  discounts   at 


B's 


Bank, 


each  to  the 
amount  of  his  stock.  Here  there  would  be  a 
nominal  banking  capital  of  $9,000,  when  a  real 
capital  of  S3,U00  only  existed— each  of  the  banks 
would  not  exceed  in  issues  the  amount  of  its 
capital,  and  each  might  be  justly  considered  as 
perfectly  solvent,  its  capital  being  mediately  or 
immediately  represented  by  the  amount  in  specie. 
Let  me  suppose  another  case.     A.  B,  and  C 
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each,  possess  $500  in  specie.  They  agree  to  estab- 
lish a  bank  of  $3,000  capital,  in  which  they  are 
to  be  the  sole  stockholders, and  equally  interested, 
and  which  is  to  commence  its  operations  when 
one  half  the  capital  is  paid  in.  Each  pays  the 
money  he  has.  upon  which  the  bank  is  organized. 
To  enable  them  to  pay  the  balance  of  their  stock, 
each  obtains  a  discount  to  the  amount  due.  Here 
is  a  capital  nominally  of  S3.000.  but  really  of 
1,500  only.  These  cases,  though  hypothetical, 
show  the  principles  of  paper  credit,  which  exist 
more  or  less  in  every  banking  institution;  and 
constitute  the  basis  on  which  the  extension  of 
bank  capital  rests. 

As  it  respects  the  amount  of  bank  paper  issued, 
I  think  with  the  honorable  member  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Pitkin)  that  the  opinions  generally 
entertained    are   very   incorrect.     It    is   believed 
that  the  issues  far  exceed  the  capital,   because 
there  is  a  legal  power  to  do  so.     But  there  is  a 
discretion  which  prudence  dictates  in  the  man- 
agement of  such   affairs,  more  restrictive  than 
the  legal  discretion.     The  question  is  not,  what 
amount  can  be  issued?     But,  what  amount  can 
be  kept  in  circulation?     The  consequences  of  an 
excessive  emission  are.  that  the  paper  will  return 
in  rapid  succession  and  increased  quantities,  and. 
for  the  want  of  real  means  in  hand,  the  credit  of 
the  institution  is  hazarded.     Equally  fallacious  is 
the   idea,   that   the   aggregate   amount   of  paper 
issued   by  the  various   banks  is  evidence  of  the 
amount  of  paper  in  circulation.     Extended  as  the 
banking  capital  is  beyond  the  amount  of  specie 
in  the  country,  bank  notes  constitute  a  portion  of 
the  stock  of  every  bank  ;  every  one  of  them  has 
and  is  compelled  to  have  the   paper  of  other  in- 
stitutions, as  a  portion  of  its   means  to  support 
Its  credit  and  to  meet  the  payment  of  its  own 
notes.     The  operation,  in  a  more  simple  form,  is 
this — every  bank  takes  out  of  circulation  a  portion 
of  the  paper  of  other  banks  to  enable  it  to  supply 
it  with  its  own. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has   supposed  the 
ability  of  banks  to  make  loans  to  the  Govern- 
ment, is  increased  by  the  destruction  of  foreign 
commerce.     There  is  a  view  in  which  this  idea 
seems  plausible,  and  it  may  even  in  some  degree 
be  correct.     But  such  a  state  of  things  produces 
difficulties,  which   I  fear  have  either  been  over- 
looked or  not  duly  estimated.     In  times  of  active 
commerce  a  considerable  portion  of  bank  paper  is 
drawn   to  the  interior   of  the  country  from  the 
commercial  towns  by  the  farmers  and  planters, 
as  the  price  of  their  produce,  which  returns  gradu- 
ally, and   is  again  supplied  by  the  same  cause. 
But  in  our  present  situation,  little  paper  can  be 
kept  in  many  parts  of  the  interior,  because  the 
pro<lucts  of  the  country  will  not  sell,  or  sell  at 
diminished   prices.     Bank  paper  now  gravitates 
to  the  seats  of  great  put)lic  expenditure,  and  to 
those  places  where  the  balance  of  our  internal 
trade   centres,  from   whence   it   returns   not    in 
drops,  but  torrents  calculated  to  overwhelm  some 
banlcs,  who,  in  a  different  state  of  the  country, 
would  have  maintained  their  credit  by  a  greater 
amount  of  paper  outstanding.     I  have  understood 


that  serious  difficulties  have  already  been  experi- 
enced.    One   bank.   I  am   credibly  informed,   of 
great  credit  and  capital    in    New  York,  which 
loaned  to  the  Government  one  million  of  dollars, 
has  lately  been  drawn  upon  for  a  large  sum  which 
it  could  not  immediately  pay.     These  things  will 
beget   suspicion  ;   and   suspicion    once  generally 
current,  the  credit  of  the  banks,  the  vital  princi- 
ple of  their  existence,  must  be  greatly  impaired, 
if  not  entirely  destroyed.     The  large  sums  con- 
tributed  by  the  banks  to  the  former  loans,  con- 
nected with  these  circumstances,  induce  me  to 
believe,  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
they  will  not  deem  it  prudent  to  go  much  further 
unless   they  dispose  of  their  present  stock;  an 
operation  which   in  the  aggregate  furnishes  no 
new  means.     Indeed  so  far  as  respects  the  banks 
of  the  State,  which  the  gentleman   and   myself 
in  part   represent,  there   is  no  doubt  of  the  fact. 
During  the  late  session  of  the  Legislature,  the 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia   informed  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  that  the 
loans  made  to  the  General  Government,  and  its 
ordinary  demands,  require  the  reimbursement,  at 
the  stipulated  time,  of  $350,000,  which  that  bank 
had  loaned  to  the  State  for  one  year.     It  is  true 
that  it  has  since  re-loaaed  the  same  sum  at  seven 
per  cent,  interest,  on  condition  of  having  its  capi- 
tal increased.     The  other  bank  also  has  loaned  to 
the  State  a  further  sum  of  S400,000  at  the  same 
interest.     But  I  hesitate  not  to  assert  that  they 
have  gone  to  the  utmost  limits  permitted  by  pru- 
dence. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  assumed  a  position  in  my  opinion  not 
only  new.  but  extraordinary.  He  attempted  to 
establish,  by  referring  to  authority,  that  forty- 
seven  millions  was  the  greatest  amount  of  circu- 
lating medium  requisite  for  the  purposes  of  any 
community  not  exceeding  ours  in  population. 
He  estimated  the  circulation  of  this  country  at 
one  hundred  millions,  and  thence  inferred  that 
there  is  a  surplus  of  fifty-three  millions,  which 
could  be  loaned  to  the  Government. 

I  have  attempted  to  show  that  the  gentleman 
is  much  mistaken  in  the  amount  of  the  circula- 
tion ;  but  if  that  was  even  correct,  his  conclusion 
is  totally  irreconcilable  with  any  idea  I  have  on 
the  subject.  That  the  utmost  wants  of  the  coun- 
try cannot  require  more  than  a  given  sum,  and 
yet  that  more  than  double  that  sum  be  actually 
employed  is  beyond  my  comprehension.  The 
circulating  medium  of  a  country  is  the  representa- 
tive of  property,  and  can  represent  but  such  por- 
tion as  periodically  becomes  the  subject  of  ex- 
change; and  though  it  may  fall  short  of  that,  it 
cannot  go  beyond  it.  It  does  not  much  affect  the 
stock  or  capital  of  the  community.  Even  large 
additions  of^  the  precious  metals  do  not  increase 
the  wealth  of  a  nation  ;  because  something  equiva- 
lent in  value  must  be  given  for  it.  A  person 
who  sells  a  horse  for  one  hundred  dollars  in 
specie,  is  not  made  the  richer  by  the  sale;  he  has 
got  something  in  exchange  which  may  enable 
him  to  divide  the  value  of  his  property,  so  as 
more  conveniently  to  suit  his  purposes.    An  excess 
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tif  circulating  medium  cannot  long  continue  (if  it 
i«Ter  can  exist.)  If  it  consists  in  specie,  it  will 
^nd  its  «ray  to  a  place  of  scarcity  ;  if  of  paper,  it 
Vill  return  to  the  place  of  its  emission  or  depre- 
iritte.i  ;A  full  circulation  gives  activity  and 
viroraptftude  lo  the  intercourse  of  society.  And 
Ji  scare  jv  tends  to  embarrass  it  by  making  credit 
4iecessa?ry.  so  as  lo  enable  a  given  sum  to  take  a 
large  circuit  passing  from  the  hands  of  debtor  to 
Treditor.  so  that  in  its  progress  it  may  gradually 
f'ffect  what  is  promptly  effected  in  the  other  case. 
JThese  are  the  chief  effects  accruing  from  a  pro- 
fuse or  scarce  circulation. 

(  The  honorable  gentleman  also  brought  into 
view  iho  amount  of  the  annual  pr(  fit,  as  well  on 
Jthe  real  and  personal  property,  as  on  the  money 
j;apital  vested  in  commerce,  bank  stock,  turnpikes, 
v'anaU,  Misurances,  (fee.  He.  loo.  added  the  gross 
nroduct  of  the  labor  of  ihe  community  in  all 
jther  branches  of  productive  industry.  His  esti- 
fnate,  ii>  the  aggregate  amounting  lo  about  two 
jiundred  and  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  I  am 
iiol  disposed  to  question.  I  believe  it  rather  be- 
|ow  than  above  the  true  amount.  But  I  cannot 
tee  huw  any  result  connected  with  the  present 
questi-op  cap  follow.  If  we  were  deliberating  on 
the  propriety  of  imposing  a  lax  or  income,  it 
fcvould  t»e  very  proper  to  inquire  into  the  resources 
t)f  iouividuals.  without  reierence  to  any  surplus, 
^because  it  would  constitute  the  basis  of  the  lax, 
iand  regulate  its  product.  But  the  present  ques- 
tion can  be  infiuenced  only,  not  by  the  amount 
af  me-ans  created  by  the  capital  and  labor  of  the 
community,  but  by  the  surplus  which  it  can 
jdispose  of  after  providing  for  all  its  wants.  An 
individual  may  possess  considerable  revenue,  but 
he  may  have  a^j  annual  surplus,  beyond  his  own 
wants,  fancied  wr  real.  Appearances  in  relation 
JO  communities  are  still  more  delusive;  because 
*the  product  of  capital  and  industry  is  taken  in 
the  aggregate,  which  constitutes  a  very  imposing 
<imounti  when  in  reality  there  is  not  a  particle  of 
tiurplus. 

\  In  tht  course  of  the  remarks  which  I  have 
submitted.  I  have  attempted  to  establish  that  the 
jability  pf  this  country  to  support  the  system 
^of  loans;  of  which  that  now  required  constitutes 
;a  part,  iji  not  inferrible  from  any  of  the  facts  pre- 
isented  tb  us  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
/Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I  shall  now 
{attempt  to  show  that  no  such  ability  does  exist. 
That  there  is  not  among  us  a  capital  of  any  con- 
^siderabK?  amount  that  naturally  belongs  to  such 
.an  object. 

Capifal,  as  it  is  generated  by  the  productive  oc- 
•c'j  pat  ions  of  a  community,  the  principal  branches 

•  of  which  are  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manu- 
;facture.<.  so  every  addition  to  it,  will  generally 
^seek  employment  in  the  particular  branch  from 
'whence  it  sprung,  until  by  progressive  accumu- 
lation it  shall  have  risen  to  an  amount  sufficiently 

}  extens»ve  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  society  ;  or 
;  until,  m  that  particular  department,  an  increase 
j  of  capital  shall  not  yield  any  (or  very  little)  in- 

•  crease  of  profii.  The  periodical  profits  then  will 
;  seek  another  direction.     If  there  is  any  other  pro- 
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ductive  occupation  which  wants  capital,  and 
promises  advantage,  it  will  rao5t  naturally  draw 
toil;  and  this  process  will  continue  until  each 
branch  of  industry  has  a  capital  sufficient  for 
every  purpose.  When  the  annual  profit  shall 
exceed  the  increase  of  capital  necessary,  and 
which  can  be  employed  profitably,  then  only  can 
any  considerable  means  arise,  which  without  arti- 
ficial impulses  will  be  vested  in  Government  se- 
curities. Then  loans  will  (as  they  ought)  con- 
sist of  the  profits  of  the  industrious  occupations, 
and  not,  as  with  us.  of  their  capital. 

In  Great  Britain,  where  the  system  of  loans  has 
been  carried  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  any  other 
(founiry  of  ancient  or  modern  date,  the  capacity 
to  borrow  is  only  limited  by  the  capacity  to  pay 
the  intere:>t.  The  reason  i^,  that  the  profits  of 
her  commercial  and  manufacturing  capital  are 
greater  than  the  natural  means  to  extend  their 
employment.  All  the  commerce  which  her  re- 
lations with  the  rest  of  the  world  f)ermits,  can 
be  carried  on.  and  all  the  fabrics  that  can  be  vend- 
ed can  be  manufactured,  and  n  surplus  annual 
profit  remains  for  the  use  of  the  Government. 

The  exi-stence  of  large  surplus  moneyed  means 
IS  attended  by  circumstances  which  cannot  be 
mistaken,  and  which  are  of  themselves  conclu- 
sive. The  industrious  occupations,  which  con- 
stitute particularly  the  sources  of  the  wealth  of 
the  community,  will  be  extended,  flourishing,  and 
in  a  state  of  the  utmost  improvement.  The  cona- 
petition  of  capitalists  in  the  market  will  reduce 
ihe  interest  of  money  very  low.  Internal  im- 
provements, such  as  turnpike  roads,  canals,  aque- 
ducts, and  railways,  will  cover  the  face  of  the 
country  ;  and  you  will  see  a  tendency  to  expend 
money  on  objects  which  yield  no  immediate  re- 
turn, but  serve  as  provisions  for  posterity.  Com- 
pare these  natural  evidences  with  the  real  slate  of 
things  among  us.  Our  agriculture,  though  con- 
stituting the  chief  branch  of  domestic  industry, 
and  a  great  source  of  national  wealth,  in  many 
parts  of  ihe  Union  is  yet  in  a  rude  state.  The 
legal  interest  of  money  is  not  only  high,  bi«t  three 
and  four  times  ihe  rate  was  not  unusual  in  some  of 
our  commercial  towns,  when  we  had  an  active 
commerce.  To  the  south  of  the  Potomac,  there 
are  hut  one  or  two  turnpike  roads,  that  can  be 
called  such,  and  as  lo  canals  all  in  the  country 
are  not  worthy  of  notice.  Even  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal,  so  important,  cannot  be 
opened  without  public  aid.  Had  the  money  cap- 
ital of  the  cojntry  been  as  redundant  as  gentle- 
llemen  suppose,  that  would  not  only  have  been 
long  since  effected,  but  the  water  communication 
between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Hudson  river  would 
not  at  this  day  be  a  subject  of  speculation  only. 
Of  aqueducts  and  railways,  we  know  nothing  but 
the  names. 

The  commercial  capital  of  this  country  has,  I 
admit,  accumulated  beyond  example,  and  has  be- 
come very  considerable;  but,  I  believe  not  much 
greater  than  our  wants  require.  If  it  is  sufficient 
lor  all  our  purposes  in  limes  of  active  foreign 
commerce,  it  is  as  much  as  I  believe  the  fact  will 
warrant.     Though  our  prosperity  between  1793 
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and  1S07  was  uncommonly  great,  yet  it  ought  to  j 
be  recollected,  that  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war  we  had  no  commercial  means.  A  great 
portion  of  our  commerce  was  carried  on  by  British 
capitalists,  either  through  the  agency  of  their  fac- 
tors or  our  own  merchants.  Supposing  the  capi- 
tal requisite  for  our  commerce  then  to  amount 
lo  twenty  millions,  I  ihiiik  it  may  be  safely  said, 
that  not  more  than  one-fourth  was  really  Amer- 
ican. Admitting  for  a  portion  of  the  lime  the 
profits  to  have  been  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 
cent.,  instead  of  ten  and  fifteen,  the  usual  mer- 
cantile profit,  it  could  not  have  accumulated  at 
this  day  to  a  sum  much  greater  than  is  wanted. 

Nothing  marks  more  strongly  ihe  progressive 
increase  of  our  commercial  capital,  and  at  the 
same  time  shows  ihat  it  is  not  yet  redundant, 
than  the  progress  of  the  East  India  trade.  For 
some  years  after  the  peace  of  1783.  the  India 
goods  consumed  in  this  country  came  through 
the  English  market,  because  our  merchants  could 
not  engage  in  a  commerce,  which,  though  pro- 
fitable beyond  that  in  which  they  were  concerned, 
required  a  capital  which  they  did  not  possess. 
Besides,a  small  capital  requires  promptitude  in  the 
returns  of  its  profits,  a  tendency  manifested  in 
this  country  in  almost  everything,  in  which  mo- 
ney is  employed,  and  which  a  voyage  to  India 
does  not  permit.  You  accordingly  see  the  first 
adventures  in  the  direct  trade  lo  India,  from  the 
Eastern  and  Northern  States,  where  capital  first 
accumulated.  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  the 
first  ship  sailed  from  Baltimore,  directly  lo  the 
East  Indies,  and  I  believe  none  belongs  to  any 
port  south  of  that  place,  engaged  in   thai  trade. 

I  have  attempted  to  show  that  in  ordinary 
times,  when  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  our 
people  are  permitted  lo  lake  their  natural  direc- 
tion, there  are  very  little  disposable  moneyed 
means  in  this  country.  I  do  not  contend  that 
there  is  not  a  money  capital  equal  to  your  pre- 
sent wants,  which  may  be  withdrawn  from  its 
accustomed  employment.  That  in  fact  is  your 
only  reliance;  you  must  direct  the  commercial 
capital  from  its  accustomed  channel  into  your 
Treasury.  And  this  is  the  tendency  of  your  pol- 
icy, whatever  be  its  object.  You  destroy  com- 
merce lo  fill  your  loans.  The  honorable  gentle- 
roan  himself  seems  lo  be  of  that  opinion.  He 
has  told  us  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  merchant 
lo  loan  his  money  lo  the  Government,  because, 
when  peace  and  commerce  are  restored,  he  will 
not  only  receive  an  enhanced  price  fur  his  stock, 
but  will  be  able  lo  convert  it  again  into  commer- 
cial capital  with  the  utmost  facility  ;  whereas, 
should  he  vest  it  in  manufacturing  employments, 
he  would  at  the  end  of  the  war  be  subject  to  los- 
ses in  the  sale  of  his  houses  and  machinery.  Sir, 
gentlemen  seem  lo  be  prepared  at  all  points. 
When  they  want  votes  they  address  themselves 
to  the  manufacturer,  and  tell  him  and  the  nation 
that  one  of  the  most  valuable  effects  of  this  war 
will  be  that  it  will  make  us  independent  of  for- 
eign manufactures — not  independent  during  the 
war;  but  for  all  future  limes.  When  they  want 
money  they  address  themselves  to  the  merchant, 


and  to  allure  him,  he  is  informed,  when  peace 
returns  commerce  shall  resume  its  former  activity 
and  former  extent.  I  should  like  to  be  able  to 
reconcile  these  contradictions.  If  we  are  to  be- 
come independent  of  foreign  manufactures.  I  wish 
to  know  what  our  forego  commerce  will  consist 
in.  Are  we  to  have  what  every  rational  man 
knows  cannot  exist  for  any  time — an  export,  but 
no  import  trade  ?  If  foreign  commerce  is  to  re- 
sume its  former  extent,  what  becomes  of  your 
boasted  independence  and  the  manufacturer? 
The  gentleman  has  told  us.  He  will  have  to 
sell  his  buildings  and  machinery  at  a  sacrifice. 

When  the  honorable  gentleman  told  us,  that 
the  merchant  could,  at  the  end  of  the  war.  sell 
with  facility  and  profii  the  slock  he  had  acquired 
by  contributing  to  your  loans,  he  ought  lo  have 
informed  us  where  the  purchasers  will  come  from. 
He  has  shown  us  that  it  will  be  the  merchant's 
interest  to  sell,  bui  he  has  failed  lo  show  whose 
interest  it  will  be  to  purchase,  or  who  will  have 
the  means  to  do  so.  Sir,  one  of  these  consequen- 
ces will  most  unquestionably  follow:  The  com- 
petition of  stock  in  the  market  will  very  much 
depress  it  below  its  nominal  value  ;  or  the  mer- 
chant will  be  compelled  to  retain  it;  or  it  must 
be  purchased  wilh  a  foreign  capital.  The  depres- 
sion of  the  price  of  stock  in  the  event  of  peace,  if 
probable,  will  be  aniicipaled,  and  those  who  have 
the  means  will  either  withhold  them,  or  make 
their  terms  with  an  eye  to  that  event.  If  the 
merchant  shall  be  compelled,  instead  of  employ- 
ing the  means  his  industry  acquired  in  the  useful 
and  productive  pursuits  to  which  he  has  been  ac- 
cusloiued,  to  remain  an  inactive  drone,  drawing 
his  revenue  from  the  Treasury,  so  much  the  worse 
for  him  and  the  community.  Should  he  resume 
his  commercial  enterprise,  without  disposing  of 
his  stock,  he  must  do  it  with  a  capital  belonging 
to  foreigners.  He  must  commence  his  business 
anew,  and  all  the  inconveniences  attending  such 
an  individual,  and  the  community  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  necessarily  follow.  Should  the  stock 
at  the  end  of  the  war  fall  into  the  hands  of  for- 
eign capitalists,  which  is  most  probable,  you  be- 
come tributary  to  a  foreign  nation.  The  industry 
of  this  community  will  have  to  provide  the  rev- 
enue of  persons  not  members  of  it,  and  which  will 
be  spent  in  another  country.  So  long  as  it  is  in- 
considerable It  will  not  be  materially  felt.  But 
should  your  course  continue  until  the  amount 
shall  greatly  increase,  it  will  become  a  serious 
evil.  The  annuities  will  constitute  a  balance  of 
trade  against  you  equal  to  their  amount,  which 
must  be  provided  for  by  an  excess  of  exports,  be- 
yond the  imports,  or  by  a  correspondent  diminu- 
tion in  the  imports  ;  besides,  the  exchange,  always 
regulated  by  the  amount  of  the  funds  to  be  drawn 
away,  will  become  unfavorable,  by  which  an  ac- 
tual loss  will  be  sustained. 

To  those  who  are  not  content  to  look  to  the 
present  moment  only,  but  who  deem  it  their  duty 
to  cast  their  eyes  over  the  whole  extent  embraced 
by  your  financial  or  rather  borrowing  system,  it 
will  be  an  object  of  some  importance  to  know 
how  long  it  can  continue,  admitting  it  practica- 
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lie  for  the  moment.     It  is  a  matter  beyond  all 
^oubt.  th^t  every  loan  subtracts  from  the  money 

fapital  of  the  country  employed  in  the  industri- 
us  occupations,  and  is  noi  supplied  by  the  profit 
i  arising  fjom  ils  use.  Indeed  it  would  be  prepos- 
i  ferous'ib  talk  of  the  profit  of  such  capital,  when 
?  |he  greater  portion  of  it  is  thrown  out  of  employ- 

*  toeni.  Admitting  the  gentleman's  own  positioris, 
1  >he  whole  disposable  means  will  be  exhausted  in 
i*  y  very  i^hort  period.     Supposing  eren  the  whole 

,  fomnaewrial  capital  to  be  convertible  to  such  pur- 
'  :  *ioses,  a  few  more  loans  will  bring  gentlemen  to 
;  |he  end-of  their  means  ;  what  will  be  done  then  7 
'[  ^hey  will  themselves  predict  the  consequences. 
'  They  will  tell  you  that  ruin  to  the  public  credit 
and  every  possible  calamity  to  the  country  await 
'  '  jhe  refuwal  to  provide  the  means  now  asked.  And 
'    purely  rtjose  evils  will  not  be  mitigated  when  a 

'  heavy  accumulation  of  the  public  debt  has  been 

*  ^ffected. 

I  }  Theprinciple  which  has  been  adopted  to  defray 
i  jue  expenditures  by  loans  entirely,  with  our  defi- 
i  ^iency  ot  the  means  necessary  for  such  purposes. 
%  pust  accelerate  the  destruction  of  public  credit, 
i  ^nd  bring  you  jo  the  end  of  your  resources  in  a 
I  little  time.  In  no  country  that  I  know  of,  has 
.  |he  exp'-rimcnt  ever  been  made  to  the  same  ex- 
^  )ent.  Ill  Great  Britain,  where  a  war  of  twenty 
i  i^ears  wilh  the  most  colossal  Power  of  modern 
^  Hays  has  compelled  the  Government  to  go  greater 
I  lengths  .than  ever  was  attempted  in  any  other  na- 
i^  |ioQ.  we  do  not  find  any  example  to  justify  the 

*  proposition  now  before  you.  I  believe  no  loan  in 
^  <bat  country,  for  the  service  of  any  one  year,  has 
^  extended  beyond  twenty-seven  millions  sterling. 
•i  Her  means  to  support  such  a  system  are  beyond 

*  ,ill  comnarison,  when  put  in  the  scale  against 
furs.  Everything  there  manifests  an  abundant 
<;a|)ital.  Her  commerce,  her  manufactures,  her 
JigricuUure, exhibit  appearances  calculated  to  con- 
I'lnce  every  one,  that  there  are  no  means  wanting 
lo  cherish  them.  Her  internal  improvements  of 
tvery  kind,  show  that  these  means  have  over- 
jflowed  their  natural  channel,  and  the  vast  sums 
'which  have  been  loaned  to  the  Government  with- 
V)ut  dim.inishing  in  any  degree  the  natural  growth 
of  Ihest-  object%  show  that  the  annual  profits  of 
Jcapital  There  are  sufficient  to  continue  the  ability 
"10  suppijrt  ihe  system  to  any  extent.  If  the  value 
of  the  nroperty  of  the  country  is  any  criterion  of 
the  ability  to  provide  these  means,  the  compari- 
•son  is  {qually  unfavorable.  I  have  lately  seen 
the  esti^mate  of  an  author  of  some  celebrity,  who 

i~  :has  written  on  the  commerce  of  Europe,  who  es-    ,  ,  ^ 

'timate-i  the  whole   property  in  Great  Britain  at  i  um  of  continental  commerce  and  the  seal  of  great 
•about  four  thousand  millions  sterling,  which  is    wealth,  was  annihilated  as  a   nation;  and   the 
■*  lien  lintes  greater  in  amount  than  the  estimate  of    Northern  and  Baltic  States  were  groaning  under 
4  jail  the  property  in  this  country.  \  the  anti-commercial  system  of  the   Dictator  of 

4  /  Hitherto,  sir,  I  have  restricted  myself  to  the  Europe.  England  alone  remained  independent 
J>  1  mere  question  of  finance.  But  the  subject  em-  I  and  commercial.  During  the  progress  of  these 
3  i  braces  considerationsof  much  greater  importance.  ,  changes,  our  geographical  situation  and  our  neu- 
j  I  We  are  required  to  provide  large  pecuniary  I  trality  secured  to  us  not  only  the  profitable  trade 
%  :  means,  calculated  to  entail  on  the  country  heavy  |  of  the  British  dominions,  where  our  products  had 
and  lasting  bnrdens.  It  is  our  right,  therefore,  j  no  competition  in  the  market,  but  the  remaining 
,  and  much  more  our  solemn  duty,  to  inquire  what  commerceof  the  Continent.  We  profited  largely 
t  value,  or  practicable  object  is  to  be  attained  by  1  by  the  calamities  which  had  befallen   Europe. 

* 
» 
J 


it.  We  are  told  it  is  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  war,  in  which  this  country  is  now  engaged. 
I  was  originally  opposed  to  the  declaration  of 
war.  as  a  measure  of  extreme  imprudence,  calcu- 
lated to  add  to  the  evils  we  complained  of,  with- 
out the  hope  of  removing  any.  1  did  believe  that 
we  had  sufficient  cause  of  war.  against  both  the 
great  belligerents.  I  mean  such  cause  as  States 
have  generally  regarded  as  sufficient;  such  as 
Great  Britain  herself  has  often  considered  as  am- 
ple provocation  to  justify  hostilities.  But  I  did 
not  deem  it  either  wise  or  just  to  ourselves,  to 
imitate  her  example.  Her  history  shows  that  she 
engaged  in  the  war  of  the  Spanish  succession — 
that  she  deemed  the  disturbance  of  her  subjects 
on  the  inhospitable  Falkland  Islands — their  inter- 
ruption in  the  fur  trade  at  Nootka  Sound,  as 
sufficient  cause  of  war.  But  it  also  shows  the 
consequences  to  which  her  policy  led.  In  the 
midvt  of  the  most  abundant  wealth,  millions  of 
her  population  are  supported  by  public  charily  ; 
many  thousands  rise  in  the  morning  without 
knowing  where  or  how  to  obtain  subsistence  for 
the  day.  and  many  more  are  obliged  to  go  supper- 
less  to  bed.  I  conceived  this  Government  was 
constituted  to  promote  the  happiness  of  our  peo- 

fle.  which  ought  to  be  its  primary  object.  And 
felt  persuaded,  that  if  we  commenced  the  career 
which  England  had  run,  we  should  share  the 
same  consequences.  The  profligacy  and  corrup- 
tion, the  legitimate  offspring  of  war,  and  its  in- 
variable attendants,  are  calculated  to  destroy  that 
equality  which  is  the  joul  of  public  happiness. 
The  products  of  industry,  instead  of  giving  to 
labor  its  means  of  comfort  and  subsistence,  are 
bestowed  on  the  most  worthless  who  have  art 
enough  to  take  advantage  of  the  public  misfor- 
tunes. 

The  period  selected  by  the  majority  for  this 
new  experiment,  seemed  to  me  most  unfortunate. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  most  tre- 
mendous revolution  that  the  world  ever  witnessed 
had  prostrated  the  independence  and  liberties  of 
nations,  and  with  them  their  commerce.  From 
the  head  of  the  Venitian  Gulf  to  the  White  Sea, 
the  same  gloomy  prospect  presented  itself.  Ven- 
ice, once  highly  commercial,  had  not  only  lost 
her  trade,  but  her  Government,  and  Uad  been  de- 
graded intoamere  province.  Genevaand  theTus- 
can  State  had  shared  the  same  destiny.  France 
had  no  external  commerce.  Spain  and  Portugal 
were  directing  the  whole  of  their  energies  and 
resources  to  save  themselves  from  the  yoke  pre- 
pared for  them.     Holland,  formerly  the  empori- 
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The  unexampled  state  of  the  world,  however, 
while  It  was  the  source  of  our  prosperity,  gave 
birth  to  measures  on  the  part  of  the  belligerents, 
calculated  to  affect  our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation. 
It  could,  in  the  nature  of  things,  not  be  other- 
wise. Was  it  to  be  expected,  when  the  inde- 
pendence of  uatiuns  had  fallen  beneath  the  hand 
of  power ;  when  every  principle  of  public  law 
and  national  right  had  been  prostrated  by  force 
In  the  Old  World,  that  we  should  remain  wholly 
unaffected  by  these  causes?  In  the  situation  in 
which  we  stood,  it  became  us  to  consult  the  max- 
ims of  true  wisdom,  and  not  hazard  the  great  ad- 
vantages which  we  actually  enjoyed,  by  hopeless 
or  at  best  doubtful  efforts,  to  rid  ourselves  ol  evils 
comparatively  inconsiderable.  We  had  still  great 
cause  of  consolation.  We  had  the  blessing  of 
peace,  which  had  been  banished  from  every  other 
country,  and  we  had  a  commerce  more  extensive 
and  profitable  (interrupted,  as  it  occasionally  was, 
by  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  belligerents.)  than 
it  would  have  been  had  Europe  remained  in  a  state 
of  tranquillity  and  peace. 

The  peaceful  policy  appeared  to  me  to  have 
still  stronger  claims  to  our  support.  I  did  not 
believe  it  probable  in  the  then  stale  of  the  world, 
that  we  should  be  able  to  remove  the  evils  of 
which  we  complained.  Sucl^.  had  been  the  ex- 
traordinary revolution  of  affairs,  ihat  there  were 
in  fact  but  two  independent  nations  in  Europe. 
The  present  ruler  of  France  had  prostrated  many 
of  iheold  Governments, and  curtailed  the  domin- 
ion of  others,  so  that  the  ancient  equilibrium  was 
destroyed,  and  all  the  military  power  of  the  Con- 
tinent concentrated  in  his  hands  ;  a  military  pow- 
er, such  as  perhaps  had  never  been  witnessed. 
England,  the  great  object  of  his  hatred,  was 
protected  against  the  first  onset  by  her  insular 
situation,  which  enabled  her  to  preserve  her  at- 
titude for  the  moment.  But  her  ruin  too  was 
inevitable,  unless  she  could  erect  a  countervail- 
ing power  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  protect  her 
against  the  gigantic  efforts  of  her  enemy.  She 
sought  security  in  her  maritime  force,  which  she 
increased  loan  extent  before  unknown,  by  which 
she  not  only  saved  herself  from  conquest,  but 
prostrated  the  whole  naval  power  opposed  to  her, 
and  became  as  sovereign  on  the  ocean  as  her  en- 
emy was  on  land.  In  this  situation  of  ihe  world, 
I  thought  It  a  mammoth  of  folly  for  us  to  forego 
our  peaceful  advantages  and  enter  into  a  war  to 
enforce  respeci  for  neutral  rights,  which  it  was 
the  interest  of  both  ihe  belligerents  to  disregard. 
Our  true  policy  required  that  we  should  (without 
relinquishing  any  right)  make  the  most  of  things 
we  could  not  alter,  and  to  look  to  the  restoration 
of  independent  sovereign  communities  of  Eu- 
rope, equally  interested  with  ourselves,  as  the 
only  probable  means  to  re-establish  a  respect  for 
ihe  rights  of  nations.  Such  an  event  would  have 
made  war  unnecessary,  because  it  would  have  re- 
moved the  source  of  our  complaints.  It  will  les- 
sen, whenever  n  shall  happen,  the  apprehension 
of  England  for  her  safety,  and  with  it  her  naval 
fwwer,  the  instrument  of  her  proteciion.  Should 
such  change  not  have  been  deemed  probable,  there 
iSth  Con.  2d  Sess.— 4i 


I  were  considerations  sufficiently  urgent  to  bare 

\  prevented   us  from   throwing  ourselves   into  the 

i  scale  of  either  of  the  two  great  belligerents  ar- 

I  rayed  in  deadly  hostility  against  each  other.     If 

we  were  not  blind,  we  ought  to  have  avoided  the 

gulf  which  had  swallowed  up  every  nation  who 

approached  it. 

These  were  some  of  the  reasons  which  ioflu-^ 
enced  me   to  oppose   the  war  before  and   at  the 
lime  it  was  declared.     I  ihen  understood  the  pri- 
mary cause  of  that  measure   lo  be  the  Orders  in 
Council.     It  never  once  entered  into  my  imagi- 
nation, that  impressments  were  considered  as  ori- 
ginally justifying  ho.<ti!ities,  or  lo  require  a  per- 
severance in  them,   after  every  other  cause  was 
removed.     The  silence  of  the  Government  on  this 
subject  for  years  before,  forbade  such  an  opinion. 
I.   indeed,  occasionally  heard   in  this   House  the 
sufferings  of  our  seamen  in  "the  floating  dungeons 
of  England"  described  in  eloquent  and  pathetic 
language;  but  1  always  considered  it  merely  as 
a   rhetorical    flourish,  intended    to   embellish    a 
1  speech.     I  sometimes,  too,  saw  in  ihe  columns  of 
certain  newspapers  the  magical  number  6257  dis- 
played in  large  figures,  as  the  number  of  our  im- 
pressed seamen ;  but  I  did  not  suppose  that  any 
grave  statesman  who  had  access  to  better  inform- 
ation, could  either  believe  it  or  be  influenced  by 
ihe   inflammatory    matter    generally    subjoined. 
But,  it  seems  I  was  mistaken.     Though  ihe  Or- 
ders in  Council   have   long  since   been  removed,, 
the  war  has  been  continued  and  is  to  be  persevered 
in,  as  IS  avowed,  until  Great  Britain  shall  relin- 
quish the  practice  of  taking  even  her  own  seamea 
from  our   merchant   ves.sels;  or,  in  other  words, 
until  she  shall  consent  that  the  flag  shall  protect 
all  who  sail  under  it.     I  cannot  consent  to  subject 
the  country  to  the  many  certain  evils  that  will 
attend  the  continuance  of  the  war  on   any  such 
principles,  because  I  believe  the  claim  set  up  by 
the  Administration  extends  beyond  what  our  in- 
terest requires  and   propriety  warrants;  and  be- 
cause I  cannot  see  that  we  shall  be  able  by  force 
to  compel  Great  Britain  lo  assent  to  our  demand. 
j^Sir,  1  fhould  be  wanting   in   candor  were  I  to 
assert  that   no  inconveniences  have  been  experi- 
enced by  our  citizens  from   the  practice  of  im- 
pressment on  board  our  vessels;  though  I  believe 
them  lo  have  been  greatly  magnified,     ll  is,  like 
every  other  power,  subject  to  great  abuses  in  the 
execution.     There  are,  besides,  causes  resulting 
from  our  situation  and  language,  which,  during 
a  part  of  the  present  war,  rendered  the  best  efforts 
of  the  officers  intrusted  with   the   power  not  to 
violate  our  rights,  sometimes  abortive.     Tne  ex- 
tent and  prosperity  of  our  commerce,  and   the 
pressure  of  the  war  on   England,  induced  many 
of  her  sea-faring  subjects   to  leave   her  service, 
public  and  private,  and   seek  easier  employment 
and   better  wages  on   board  of  our  ships,  where 
they  were  much  wanted,  and  lo  which  they  were 
often  allured  by  the  cupidity  of  our  people.    The 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  conceiving  their  aid 
neces.sary  in  the  defence  of  their  native  country, 
instructed  the  officers  of  her  Navy  to  reclaim  them 
whenever  found  on  board  neutral  private  vessels 
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•The  identity  oTIangroagc  and  manners. however, 
rendered  it  often  difficult  to  distinguish  between 
them  and  our   native  citizens,   and  without  any 
iimprofHT  design,  the  latter  were  sometimes  taken. 
JThe  difficulty,  too.  was  of  itself  calculated  toen- 
fcourage  abuses.     But,  could  the  inconveniences, 
'and  even  abuses,   to  which  we  were  subjected. 
Varrant  the  demand  to  abandon  the   practice,  if 
jit  was  well  founded  ?     All  we  could  require  was 
i^ecurjiy  for  our  own   seamen,   leaving  to  Great 
;Britain  the  service  of  her  subjects.     Some  reme- 
dy, calculated  to  secure  both,  ought  to  have  been 
[attempted  by  friendly  negotiation,  instead  of  in- 
sisting on  a  principle  which,  though  it  may  effect 
'^ur  convenience,  leaves  the  interest  of  others  to 
jbe  sacrificed.     Justice  would  be  satisfied  with  a 
;remedy    commensurate    with    the   evil.      What 
Jwould  1*  thought  of  the  demand  of  a  neutral  to 
)be  exempt  from  search  in  al!  cases,  because  the 
(cruisers  of  a  belligerent,   under   the   pretence  ot 
'searching  for  enemy's  property  and  contraband 
Jof  war,  committed  depredations  on  the  property 
♦of  her  citizens  ?  or.  that  the   belligerent  should 
(abstain  from   taking  enemies  in   arms  from  her 
.ships,  because,  under  color  of  that  right,  some  of 
{her  own  people  were  carried  into  captivity  ? 
i     I  shall  not  on  this  occasion  enter  into  an  ex- 
iaminat.'on  of  the  principles  on  which  the  practice 
jof  Great  Britain  thus   to  reclaim  her  subjects  is 
jfounded,  or  how  far  intrinsically  it  does  or  does 

•  not  constitute  a  right  belonging  to  every  sov- 
»ereign  nation.  It  is  enough  lor  us  to  kiiov  that 
fit  is  not  of  new  origin,  (as  has  been  asserted  by 
I  some  gentlemen.)  but  that  it  has  been  exercised 

*  for  more  than  a  century,  not  only  by  her,  but 
^  many  other  maritime  nations,  as  was  most  clearly 

*  shown  in  a  former  debate  in  this  House  by  the 
«  produt.lion  of  the  orders  of  the  British  Admiralty 

and   the  marine  ordinances  of  other   European 
States.    It  ib  certainly  too  early  for  us  to  attempt 
to  expunge  from  the  practice  of  nations  a  princi- 
ple in  which  all  others  have  hitherto  acquiesced. 
;       There  is  a  principle  connected  with  this  sub- 
i  ject  fof  which  the  Administration  contend.-^,  which 
:  shows  that  the  security  of  our  native  seamen  is 
\  not  thiir  only  object,  but  that  their  policy  extends 
)  to  the  protection  of  British  subjects  against  the 
{  reclamation  of  their  native  sovereign  from   our 

♦  merchant  vessels.  Indeed  they  have  lately  gone 
".  further  than  the  principle  originally  assumed 
'  seemeii  to  embrace.  They  have  pledged  them- 
,   selves  (0  protect  those  taken  in  arms  against  their 

■  country,  even  at  the  expense  of  the  blood  of  our 
native  citizens.     Why  this  solicitude  for  the  in- 

V    terest  and   safety  of   foreigners?     Is   our  native 

■  population  nut  competent  for  all  the  purposes  of 
'    national  happiness?     Is  the  world  to  be  told  that 

•  we  carmot  sustain  the  contest  with  our  enemy. 
'  witho'itarraying against  him  hisown  subjeclsand 
i  protecting  them  in  treason  ?  I  think  not  so  meanly 
:  of  my  country.  I  believe  the  period  has  arrived 
:  when  weougiit  to  rely,  at  least  so  far  as  respects  all 
;    political  and  oxternal  purposes,  on  our  own  native 

population.  I  would  not  withdraw  from  foreigners 
I  the  privilege  of  seeking  among  us  an  asylum  from 
;    the  poverty  or  tyranny  of  their  own  country.     I 


woald  ever  bestow  on  them  every  civil  right  en- 
joyed by  natives,  and  within  our  territory  extend 
to  them  protection  against  every  Power  on  earth. 
But  1  would  let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  that 
when  they  left  our  soil,  their  right  to  that  protec- 
tion should  cease.    I  would  not  permit  them  to  em- 
broil us  with  any  foreign  Power  claiming  their 
allegiance    after    they    had    left    our    shores.      I 
would  go  further ;  I  would  not  permit  those  who 
should  hereafter  emigrate  to  our  country,  to  med- 
dle with  the  concerns  of  Government  in  any  man- 
ner whatever.     It  IS  not  in  the  nature  of  things, 
that   those  whose   habits  and   opinions   in  early 
life    have  been   formed  for  an  opposite  state  of 
things,  should  know  how  to  u«e  or  appreciate  the 
rights  and  duties  of  a  citizen  who  posse.s.«es  a  por- 
tion of  the   political   power  of  his   country.     I 
know  such  a  regulation  would  exclude  some  val- 
uable men,  but  it  would   exclude  also  a  mass  of 
corruption  and  ignorance  dangerons  to  the  purity 
of  our  institutions.     With  respect  to  this  system 
of  retaliation,  to  whieh  the  Administration  have 
pledged  themselves,  be  the  blood  that  shall  How 
on    their   own   head.n.     I  would    not  voluntarily 
shed  one  single  drop  of  native  American   blood 
for  all  the  foreign  population  we  have  acquired 
for  the   last  fifteen  .years,  or  which  we  shall  ac- 
quire for  a  centurjf. 

But  the  principle  has  been  advanced  and  very 
generally  supported,   that    we  stand    pledged   to 
those  who  have  been  naturalized  under  our  laws, 
to  protecr.  them  wherever  they  may  think  proper 
to  go,  even  against  the  claim  of  their  native  sov- 
ereign when  within  his  jurisdiction  ;  to  whom  it 
IS  said  the  duties  of  allegiance  are  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  dissolved  by  the  process  of  naturali- 
zation.    This  opinion,  like  many  other  doctrines 
of  the  day,  is  not   pretended  to  be  supported  by 
reasoning  drawn  from  the  nature  of  Government, 
or  the  rights  and  duties  resulting  from  a  state  of 
society  ;  but  some  fanciful  theories,  some  abstract 
notions  about  the  laws  of  nature,  are  presented  to 
us  as  Its  basis.     It  is  said  that  Congress  are  au- 
thorized to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  natu- 
ralization ;  that  they  have  by  law  prescribed  the 
requisites  to  which  foreigners  mu->t  conform,  and 
when  they  do  so  (as  there  ts  no  limitation)  they 
become  citizens   to  every  possible  extent.     This 
is  plausible,  but  not  the  less  incorrect.    The  error 
consists  in  misconceiving   the   nature  and  effect 
of  municipal  law.    The  Convention  who  framed, 
and  the  people  who  adopted  the  Constitution,  did 
certainly  not   conceive  the  absurdity  that  they 
could  invest  Congre.ss  with  the  power  of  making 
laws  which  should  operate   beyond  our  jurisdic- 
tion.    They  granted   the  power   to  pass  laws  for 
the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  to  have  the  effect 
of  other  municipal  laws,  confined  in  their  oper- 
aiion  to  the  territorial  juriNdictiou  of  the  country, 
where  we  are  sovereign.    When  a  foreigner  there- 
fore  is   naturalized,  he  becomes  entiiled   to   the 
benefits  and  subject  to  the  duties,  which  muni- 
cipal law  can   besi»w  in  the  one  case,  and  exact 
in   the  other;    but  nothing  more.     To    contend 
that   municipal   laws   can    have  an  ex-territorial 
effect,  is  to  contend  that  one  nation  can   repeal 
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the  laws  of  another  and  interpolate  its  own  regu- 
lations into  the  principles  of  public  law. 

Thedoctrineof  original  native  allegiance  which 
cannot  be  abandoned  but  with  the  consent  of  the 
sovereign,  to  whom  it  is  due,  which  is  the  law  of 
Great  Britain,  and  luosl  other  European  States, 
is  founded  on  the  .same  principles.  The  rights 
and  duties  which  it  embraces,  are  the  offspring  of 
municipal  law.  The  claim  upon  the  subject's 
allegiance,  can  only  be  enforced  where  the  sov- 
ereign has  jurisdiction.  This  doctrine  is  not  in 
contiict  (even  in  theory)  with  the  practice  of 
naturalization.  And  when  well  understood,  can 
produce  no  practical  collisions.  Thus,  lor  in- 
stance, a  Britibli  subject  emigrates  to  this  country, 
where  he  becomes  naturalized.  So  long  as  he  re- 
mains  here  he  is  entitled  to  the  rights  and  sub- 
ject to  the  duties  of  an  American  citizen,  because 
he  IS  within  the  protection  of  our  law.",  limited 
in  their  effect  by  the  limits  of  our  territory.  But, 
when  he  returns  to  his  native  country  or  goes  on 
the  high  seas,  where  for  certain  purposes  and  to 
a  certain  extent  all  nations  have  common  juris- 
diction^ his  original  allegiance  revives,  or  rather 
the  means  to  make  it  operative  are  revived,  and 
he  is  to  every  intent  restored  to  the  character  of  a 
British  subject,  because  he  is  within  the  legiti- 
mate intluence  of  the  laws  of  the  community  of 
which  he  was  first  a  member,  and  which  had 
never  absolved  him  from  his  dunes.  All  con- 
flicting obligations  which  he  has  contracted  while 
here,  are  suspended  until  he  returns. 

It  is  contended,  however,  that  the  doctrine  of 
perpetual  allegiance  violates  the  principles  of 
natural  law,  which  authorize  every  one  to  pursue 
his  happiness  where  he  deems  it  best  attainable. 
To  me  it  seems  preposterous  to  talk  about  natu- 
ral right,  in  connexion  with  this  subject;  for,  if 
it  proves  anything,  it  proves  that  there  is  no  al- 
legiance due  to  any  country ;  a  man  may  go 
when  and  where  he  pleases;  and,  in  relation  to 
the  community  from  which  he  emigrates,  the 
moment  he  leaves  them  he  may  become  their 
enemy  ;  an  absurdity  which  I  am  sure  none  will 
countenance.  Allegiance  is  not  known  in  the 
natural  state;  it  has  its  origin  in  the  institutions 
of  society,  and  must,  therefore,  be  exclusively  a 
matter  of  social  regulation  ;  the  object  of  which, 
in  relation  to  every  subject,  is  to  restrict  the  con- 
duct of  individuals  to  such  limits  as  the  welfare 
of  the  community,  in  the  opinion  of  those  to 
whom  the  right  to  judge  is  confided,  may  require. 
The  idea  of  natural  right  in  opposition  to  the  du- 
ties in  a  social  slate,  is  at  war  with  all  govern- 
ment. It  is  the  natural  right  of  the  strong  to 
redress  his  injuries  by  the  exercise  of  his  physi- 
cal powers;  but  how  preposterous  would  such  a 
defence  be  where  the  personal  rights  of  the  weak 
were  violated,  even  in  the  rudest  society  ?  There 
is,  indeed,  a  principle  of  natural  law  connected 
with  this  subject,  but  which,  instead  of  support- 
ing the  individual  right  claimed,  is  in  direct  hos- 
tility to  it.  I  mean  nature's  first  law,  pervading 
all  animated  beings — the  right  of  self-()reserva- 
tion.  Every  community  has  the  unquestionable 
right  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  itself.     And  the 


means  to  effect  it,  as  well  as  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  applying  them,  cannot  be  left  to  individual 
judgment,  but  the  discretion  of  those  in  whom 
the  sovereign  power  resides.  Hence,  it  has  the 
right  to  declare  that  no  one  shall  abandon  his  na- 
tive soil  in  times  of  great  calamity,  when  the 
existence  of  the  society  is  threatened  by  a  pow- 
erful enemy,  and  when  all  the  aid  of  its  members 
is  required  to  make  a  successful  resistance:  to 
declare  that,  though  he  may  leave  his  native  soil 
and  pursue  his  happiness  in  foreign  climes,  he 
shall  never  be  permitted  to  turn  his  arms  against 
the  country  that  gave  him  birth;  or  adopt  any 
other  regulation  that  may  tend  to  preserve  its  se- 
curity. Without  this  power,  every  community 
IS  at  the  mercy  of  another,  who  may  hold  out  in- 
ducements to  detach  Its  members;  and  thus,  by 
lessening  the  number  on  the  one  hand  and  in- 
creasing it  on  the  other,  ultimately  subjugate  and 
destroy  it. 

Sir.  I  do  not  only  believe  that,  in  a  state  of  so- 
ciety, no  such  right  of  whicii  I  have  spoken, 
claimed  for  individuals,  does  exist ;  but  that  it 
never  ought  or  can  exist  consistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  sound  morality.  Godwin  laid  it  dowa 
as  a  principle  of  political  justice,  tliat  a  child  was 
under  no  duty  of  gratitude  to  its  parents.  That 
the  anxiety  attending  its  childhood,  the  cares  of 
its  infancy,  the  trouble  and  expense  of  rearing  it 
into  active  life,  imposed  no  moral  obligation 
which  required  any  return.  Hence  it  follows, 
that  the  son  might,  without  violating  any  duty, 
desert  his  aged  parents,  surrounded  with  poverty 
and  distress,  to  be  provided  for  by  the  charity  of 
others.  Of  the  same  character  do  the  opinions 
appears  to  me.  which  are  now  afloat,  that  a  man 
IS  under  no  obligation  of  gratitude  to  his  native 
country;  that  he  may  abandon  it  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  and  leave  to  diminished  numbers  the  per- 
ils and  evils  of  detending  it  against  a  powerful 
and  ruthless  enemy;  nay,  that  he  may  even  re- 
turn in  their  ranks  to  assist  in  its  destruction,  and 
slain  his  native  soil  with  the  blood  of  his  parents 
and  kindred.  These  anti-social  opinions  may 
suit  present  purposes,  but  they  are  revolting  to 
my  nature.  I  cannot  and  never  will  subscribe  to 
them,  or  assist  in  giving  them  any  countenance. 

There  was  a  period  in  our  history  but  recently 
past,  when  this  doctrine  might  have  recoiled 
upon  us.  and  covered  this  country  with  irretriev- 
able ruin.  We  have  seen,  in  our  day,  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  a  military  power  arise,  such  as 
the  world  never  witnessed,  which  had  prostrated 
everything  within  its  reach,  and  was  grasping  at 
everything  that  yet  bore  the  name  of  independ- 
ence. England  alone  maintained  her  erect  atti- 
tude. Her  naval  power  constituted  the  only  re- 
maining barrier  to  universal  dominion;  for  Rus- 
sia, though  not  conquered,  had.  at  one  time,  been 
compelled  to  bow  to  the  wislies  of  her's  and  the 
world's  enemy.  Those  who  had  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  the  progress  of  events,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  that  gigantic  ambition  which  manifested 
itself  in  the  person  of  him,  who  seemed  to  have 
drawn  within  his  grasp  the  power  of  Europe, 
could  have  very  little  doubt  that  nothing  short  of 
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to  me  a  strange  position,  that  wben  a  person  is 
permitted  to  leave  his  own  country  for  a  particu- 
lar temporary  purpose,  it  should  be  converled  in- 
to a  right,  not  only  to  go  where  his  inclination 
leads  him,  and  return  divested  of  every  duty,  but 
to  return  as  a  public  enemy.  The  sovereign  au- 
thority of  a  country  may  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  restrict  its  people  to  their  native  soil,  but  per- 
mit them  to  pursue  their  interest  in  foreign  cli- 
mates; but  is  it  reasonable  or  just  to  construe 
this  act  of  lenity  into  a  license  to  associate  them- 
selves with  those  who  make  war  upon  it,  without 
committing  any  offence?  Surely  not.  Should 
conflicting  duties  be  created  by  a  person  thus 
have  been  our  situation?     VVe  should  have  been  i  permitted  to   emigrate,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  his 


J  inrishes.  I  I  confess,  for  myself,  that  I  was  not 
J^wviihoiitiserious  apprehension  for  the  fate  of  my 
C-pwn  country,  when  I  saw  such  an  accumulation 
y  of  power  in  the  hands  of  one  individual,  pariicu- 
v'Jarlyat  the  period  when  he  was  passing  the  Nie- 
^  jnen,  at  the  head  of  the  most  powerful  and  best 

t Appointed  armies  of  modern  times,  to  give  the 
,  '^eath-blow  to  the  independence  of  Russia.  Sup- 
*i  ^se  he  had  succeeded,  and  the  accumulated 
■«  pressure  on  England,  whose  manly  resistance  bad 
■i  f  roused  all  the  malignant  feelings  of  his  nature,  | 
^  ^nd  whose  destruction  was  the  first  object  of  his 
(leart.  had   been  forced   to  yield 
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compelled  to  have  recourse  to  that  love  of  native 
country  which  seems  to  be  considered  as  no  vir- 
lue,  at  4east   no  duty,  to  save  us  from   subjuga- 
|ioD  ;  or,  voluntarily,  submit  to  the  yoke.     Sup- 
pose, wiiile   his  legions    were  collecting  on  the 
pther  side    of  ihe  Atlantic   to    embark  for   our 
lihores,  but  before  actual  war  existed,  a  portion  of 
pur  population,   in  expectation  of  what  was  to 
follow,  siiould   have  thought    it  better   '"to  seek 
iheir  happiness"  elsewhere,  than  remain  subject 
to  the  dacgers  of  our  situation  and  the  privations 
und  inconveniences  attending  a  manly  struggle, 
and  should  have  attempted  to  leave  their  country 
»i  such   a    period    of  difficulty.     Where    is   the 
American  who  can  say.  who  dare  utter  the  senti- 
ment, that   it  was  a   natural  right,  and  that  they 
jnust  be  permiiced  thus  to  desert  their  native  soil 
m  the  hour  of  calamity  ?     Suppose  a  portion  of 
'ihem  thought  it  proper  to  unite  with  the  enemy 
before  his  attempt  upon  us  was  known,  and  re- 
rturn  in  his  ranks  and  give  every  aid  to  his  efforts  I 
to  subjujrate  the  country  of  their  birth,  the  land  \ 
of  their  iathers.     Where  is  the  man  who  would  ; 
have  the  presumption  to  pronounce  such  conduct  ! 
innocent?     And  yet  the  principle  adopted  by  the  | 
Administration  and  supported  in  this  House,  goes 
to  the  full   extent  of  justifying  such  treasonable 
acts  towards  another   nation   committed    by   its 
subject.*. 

1  have  heard  it  said,  that  though  every  Gov- 
'ernment  has  the  right  to  prevent  the  emigration 
of  the  people,  yet,  if  it  permits  them  to  leave  its 
territory,  they  become  completely  absolved  from 
every  duty  towards  it.  for  all  future  times,  be- 
cause with  its  assent  they  are  placed  in  situations 
where  ii  is  po.ssible  obligations  would  be  created 
conflicting  wiih  every  pre-existing  claim.     And. 


native  sovereign,  but  bis  own,  and,  therefore,  the 
act  must  be  at  his  peril.     There  are,  however, 
few,  if  any,  cases  where  they  could    arise.     Be- 
cause the  party  abroad,  in  merely  rendering  obe- 
dience to  the  laws  of  the  country  where   he  is 
resident,  is  discharging  the  duties  of  local  allegi- 
ance, which  by  the   public  law  of  nations  every 
one  owes  to  the  sovereign  in  whose  dominions  he 
resides.     A  British  subject   here  before  the  war, 
therefore,  may  be  required  to  defend  this  country 
against  British  forces,  and  bis  doing  so  will  not 
subject  him  to  any  punishment  if  he  should  fall 
into  their  hands,  because  the  act  is  not  voluntary. 
Those  who  have  precipitated  us  into  our  pres- 
ent   unfortunate  and    ruinous  situation,  demand 
of  us  to  yield   the  means  which    they  shall   pre- 
scribe, as  necessary  to  insure  a  vigorous  and  suc- 
cessful   prosecution  of  the  war,  the  only  hope,  as 
they  say,  of  a  speedy  and    honorable   peace,  the 
profes.sed    object  of  all.     When  we  inquire  how 
all    this  is   to   be  effected,  we  are   answered,  that 
the  means  asked  will  enable  them  to  subdue  Cana- 
da, and  everything  else  will   follow.     And  this 
infatuation    increases   as   experience  unfolds    its 
want  of  wisdom.     Sir,  could  I  believe  that  your 
efforts  could  secure  such  a  result,  much  as  1  de- 
precate the  evils  which  inevitably  will  attend  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  1  would  give  you  all  the 
aid  in  my  power.     To  obtain  peace,  honorable 
peace,  for  this  bleeding  country,  I  will  make  al- 
most any  sacrifice.     But  I  cannot  yield  my  own 
opinions  tothe  promisesof  gentlemen,  particularly 
when   every  day's  occurrences   prove   their   cor- 
rectness;  while  they  prove  the  mistake,  want  of 
foresight,  or  want  of  wisdop.  on  the  part  of  those 
who  set  up  this  high  claim  to  our  confidence.     In 
one  object  I  will  unite  with  them — in  the  defence 


•  therefore,  that  the  permission  to  leave  the  soil  is  |  of  our  country.     I  shall  not  inquire  by  whose  te- 
i  an  act  on  the  part  of  the  sovereign  which,  though  '  merity  the  enemy  has  been  brought  to  our  doors ; 

•  restrirted  and  conditional  in  terms,  is  in  effect  an  I  or  whose  imprudence  has  invited  hostility  on  our 
'  absolutr  renunciation  of  the  claim  of  allegiance,    soil.     Nor  shall   I  consider  either  the  expense,  or 

There  is  not  even  plausibility  in  this  idea,  and  |  the  consequences  of  making  every  effort,  when 
'  certainly  no  nation   in  any  period  of  the  world    the   occasii  n    shall    require    resistance.      I    shall 


Vi: 


ever  countenanced  it  by  its  practice.  That  the 
sovereign  should  have  ihe  right  to  prevent  emi- 
gratujn  entirely  and  not  to  define  the  objects  for 
whic'i  the  subject  may  emigrate,  or  to  prescribe 
conditions,  is  not  supported  by  any  correct  princi- 
ple. The  power  to  interdict  an  act  includes  ne- 
ces.<arily  the  power  to  regulate  it,  and  prescribe 
such  limits  as  are  deemed  necessary.     It  seems 


grant  the  means,  so  far  as  depends  on  rae,  to  the 
utmost  ability  of  the  country.  But  as  it  respects 
the  operations  in  the  territory  of  the  enemy,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  consider  them  not  as  dic- 
tated by  imperious  necessity,  but  a  subject  on 
which  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  is  ad- 
missible. 

What  is  the  prospect  which  genllenain  have 
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it  in  their  power  to  present  to  our  view,  to  afford 
us  any  hope  that  they  will  be  able  to  obtain  their 
obiect?  Is  there  anything  in  the  past  which  is 
calculated  to  encourage  a  perseverance  in  the 
course  they  have  commenced?  Turn  your  eyes 
to  the  events  of  the  two  campaigns  which  have 
been  wasted  since  the  declaration  of  war  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  Canadas,  at  the  expense  of 
incalculable  sums  of  money  and  many  lives,  and 
see  whether  you  can  discover  anything  that  would 
justify  those  who  are  not  committed  to  abandon 
their  opinions.  It  is  true  that  just  before  your 
troops  retired  into  winter  quarters  last  November, 
the  movements  of  your  armies  and  the  promises  of 
the  friends  of  Administration  excited  expectations 
in  the  public  mind  that  before  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign the  British  power  in  both  provinces  would 
be  prostrate,  and  the  whole  (except  Q,uebec)  in 
your  possession  ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  your 
troops  were  compelled  to  leave  the  enemy's  ter- 
ritories with  diminished  number,  without  accom- 
plishing any  single  object.  You  were  told  too. 
(after  every  hope  had  been  blasted,)  in  this  place, 
by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  that  our 
arms  had  been  successful,  '*  both  on  the  land  and 
on  the  water."  But  in  a  few  weeks  thereafter  you 
had  the  distressing  intelligence, that  the  small  rem- 
nant of  your  forces  between  the  Lakes  were  driven 
from  their  position  at  Fort  George,  and  that  the 
whole  Niagara  frontier,  for  many  miles  into  the 
country,  was  laid  waste  by  a  merciless  and  victo- 
rious enemy,  who,  exasperated  by  the  vindictive 
and  cruel  acts  of  your  commander,  had  executed 
vengeance  on  the  innocent  women  and  children, 
who  could  not  fly  in  the  inclement  season  of  win- 
ter to  a  place  of  safety.  Thus,  in  one  month  after 
the  campaign  was  closed  on  your  part,  all  the  ad- 
vantages you  had  gained  during  its  whole  pro- 
gress, and  much  more,  were  lost.  You  have,  it 
is  true,  above  Lake  Erie,  some  stragglers  who 
maintain  nominal  possession  of  the  country  for 
you,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  if  they  do  not  re- 
lire  they  Will  be  in  captivity  before  Spring,  and  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  the  whole  Michigan 
Territory  should  again  fall  into  the  hands  of  your 
enemy. 

These  were  the  consequences  of  your  offensive 
operations  in  Canada,  at  a  period  when  circum- 
stances existed  which  may  be  considered  highly 
advantageous  to  your  efforts.  I  believe  it  most 
unquestionably  true,  that  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  did  not  entertain  any  serious  apprehen- 
sions that  you  would  resort  to  war,  and  of  course 
no  preparations  suited  to  such  an  emergency  were 
made,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  you  had  deter- 
mined on  that  event  for  months  before  it  was  de- 
clared, and  put  your  preparations  in  a  state  of  pro- 
gression. The  declaration  of  war  produced  an 
ardor  which  excited  many  at  first  into  service, 
which  vanishes  when  the  novelty  wears  away, 
and  18  already  languishing.  Besides,  pressed  a^ 
your  enemy  hitherto  has  been,  by  the  great  Eu- 
ropean contest,  particularly  the  war  in  the  Pen- 
insula, his  means  of  defence  and  annoyance  so  far 
as  you  are  concerned  must  necessarily  have  been 
less,  than  if  all  his  resources  could  have  been  di- 


rected against  you  alone.  The  events  which 
have  lately  taken  place  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic  have  changed  the  aspect  of  affairs  so  es- 
sentially, that  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  Great-  Britain  will  think  of  the  security  of 
her  provinces,  the  immediate  object  of  your  hos- 
tilities, by  adding  to  the  means  of  their  defence, 
and  thereby  increase  the  difficultieswhich  hitherto 
have  been  sufficient  to  render  abortive  every  ef- 
fort you  have  made. 

Sir.  if  you  are  not  incapable  of  profiting  by  ex- 
perience, the  occurrences  since  the  war  ought  to 
convince  you  that  our  soil  is  not  favorable  to  the 
production  of  materials  for  conquest  and  military 
power.  The  enviable  equality  of  our  situation; 
the  general  happiness  of  our  people;  and  the  re- 
ward which  honest  industry  everywhere  receives, 
leaves  but  a  small  portion  of  your  population  to 
fill  the  ranks  of  your  armies.  Few  if  any,  in  or- 
dinary times,  are  driven  into  them  by  necessity. 
Who  is  there  that  regards  it?  Is  there  any  one 
who  has  any  claim  to  be  ranked  among  the  friends 
of  the  country,  who  would  exchange  these  bles- 
sings for  all  the  military  power  ever  possessed  by 
any  nation,  with  its  invariable  concomitants, 
poverty  and  slavery?  I  venture  to  say  there  is 
not.  When  I  took  occasion  two  years  ago  to 
state  it  as  my  conviction,  that  the  sons  of  our  far- 
mers and  other  respectable  young  men  would  not 
enter  the  ranks  of  your  army,  the  sentiment  met 
with  general  disapprobation  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  as  degrading  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
country.  Patriotism  at  that  day  was  to  effect 
ev^y thing;  it  seemed  to  be  thought  necessary 
rather  to  repress  than  to  excite  it!  How  much 
have  gentlemen  been  mistaken  !  Experience  has 
shown  them  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of 
political  science — ignorant  of  the  character  and 
situation  of  the  people  whose  interests  are  com- 
mitted to  their  hands.  Scarcely  had  the  first  mo- 
ments of  the  war  passed  away,  before  gentlemea 
found  that  patriotism  alone  would  not  fill  your 
ranks,  but  that  it  must  be  stimulated  by  interest. 
They  then  added  considerably  to  the  bounty  and  pay 
of  the  army,  as  a  means  to  effect  their  purpose;  of  the 
success  of  which  they  had  not  the  smallest  doubt. 
But  the  failure  of  the  last  campaign  proved  them 
again  mistaken.  They  have  now  directed  them- 
selves entirely  to  the  cupidity  of  your  people,  who 
are  to  be  allured  into  your  army  by  the  enormous 
bounty  lately  authorized,  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  dollars,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  to  each  recruit.  Even  that  will  not 
do.  It  IS  necessary  in  order  to  secure  this  object 
so  near  the  hearts  of  gentlemen — (an  array  sufl5- 
cient  to  subdue  Canada,)  to  throw  a  portion  of 
the  laborious  classes  out  of  their  accustomed  em- 
ployment*, so  that  necessity  shall  bring  about 
what  cupidity  cannot  effect.  Sir,  about  the  pe- 
riod of  the  declaration  of  war,  I  saw  a  paragraph, 
in  a  leading  print  devoted  to  the  Administration, 
recommending  to  Congress  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures calculated  to  create  distress  among  the  peo- 
ple, as  a  measure  indispensable  to  fill  the  Array. 
The  profligacy  of  the  sentiraent  impressed  me 
with  horror  and  indignation.     I  did  not  however 
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mighty  effort  of  wisdom  the  ruin  of  your  com- 
merce is  converted  into  a  mean  to  secure  its  free- 
dom; and  driving  your  seamen  from  the  ocean, 


Xp^elieve  iiJpossibie,  that  it  ever  could  receive  any  the  threshold  when  all  commerce,  if  not  annihi- 
^,j(ountenat)ce  from  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  lated,  was  entirely  suspended  and  your  ships 
tScard  oiT  calamity  and  secure  general  happiness.  '  chained  to  the  wharves.  The  security  of  your 
|*;or  do  I  {low  pretend  to  say  that  gentlemen  have  j  seamen  on  the  high  seas  was  n)ade  another  great 
l^^cted   in  i)bedience  to  this   recommendation;  or    object.     They  are  now  interdicted  the  ocean  and 

*  ♦hat  theyhave  been  stimulated  by  such  motives  }  turned  on  the  land.  In  a  few  years  your  ships 
Ija  the  pursuit  of  their  policy.  I  hope  no  man  is  so  will  be  rotten  or  eaten  by  the  worms  ;  yourcora- 
Tijorrupt.  :But  the  fact  is,  that  such  a  state  of  things  roercial  capital  will  have  sought  other  employ- 
Tdoes  now.  exist.     All   seafaring  persons,  and   the    raent ;  your  seamen  will  have  gone  into  foreign 

poorer  classes  in  the  commercial  towns,  immedi-  !  service,  or    turned   landsmen  ;  so    that    by    one 
lately  dependent   on   commerce,  are   placed  in  a 
i  atituation  where  their  industry  no  longer  can  se- 
Ci»ure  thcni   bread.     And   to  save  themselves  and 

■  l;heir  fanriilies  from  starving,  or  subsisting  on  |  or  out  of  the  service,  seems  an  appropriate  remedy 
^  (|harity,  t(tiey  are  compelled  to  enter  your  armies.  :  for   the  protection  of  their  rights.     Thus,  at  the 

Ifo  every;mind  not  bent  on  the  pursuit  of  its  ob-  :  end  of  the  war.  the  freedom  of  our  commerce  and 
.*.  ject,  withput  reflection,  these  things  will  afford  the  5ecurity  of  our  seamen  will  have  become 
4%Toa^  adwonilions,  at  least  to  pause.  Who  can  [  mere  abstract  propositions.  With  such  prospects, 
^jtemain  uiider  the  delusion  of  conquest  and  mill-  I  cannot  give  my  aid  to  support  the  war  offen- 
T.iiiry  glorjt  with  such  facts  before  his  eyes?  Or  sively  for  a  single  moment.  I  will  not  co-operate 
^nrho  can  Ueem  the  objects  in  contest  worthy  the  ;  in  measures  pregnant  with  such  consequences. 
TjiicriSces  Remanded  ?  No  nation  can  long  con- j  An  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina, 
Y^nue  a  ccinflict  with  such  enormous  expenditures  ,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  however,  has  told  us,  that  this 

fis  you  encounter.  Your  measures,  instead  of  dis-  war  on  our  pan  is  defensive,  and  therefore,  that 
\>laying  yfur  strength,  exhibit  your  weakness,  and  the  minority  are  bound  by  their  own  principies 
Jtend  rathtr  to  encourage  than  to  dismay  your  to  support  it.  To  comeat  this  novel  conclusion, 
"Ci^nemy,  because  he  must  know  that  they  cannot  he  has  referred  to  the  causes  which  provoked  it. 
yi'ast  long.  •  ;  and   insisted  that,  as  it  was  waged  in  defence  of 

♦  Supposk  however,  at  the  expense   of  the  im-  j  our  just  rights,  its  character  was  therefore  defen- 
piense  sac,riQces  you  are  making,  you  shall  be  en-    sive.     This  argument,  if  it  is  entitled  to  the  name, 

;■  ^bled  to  iverrun  the  enemy's  provinces  and  ul-  :  proves  that  in  this  war  both  parties  are  on  the 
'  "^imately  ^ubdue  them  :  what  then  ?  Are  you  defensive,  because  Great  Britain  asserts  that  the 
"  pertain  tbjit  you  will  thereby  secure  the  object  of  |  defence  of  her  maritime  rights  and  of  her  terri- 
>*  this  wart  or  obtain  something  equivalent?  If  .  tories  compels  her  to  resist  your  claims  and  your 
4<he  principle,  the  relinquishment  of  which  you  |  hostilities;  and  she  certainly  has  as  much  right 
T^cmand,  Is  so  important  to  Great  Britain   as  to  j  to  give  character  to  her  acts  and  motives  as  you 

*  justify  heV  in  maintaining  it  at  the  expense  of  a  i  have  to  characterize  yours.  The  gentleman's 
Ifvar  inlolwhich  it  is  evident  she  entered  reluc- I  doctrine,  if  true,  goes  still  further.  It  proves  that 
*{antly,  is  it  to  be  expected  that  she  will  barter  it    no  civilized  nation  ever  did  wage  offensive  war. 

•  (or  Canacja?     That  she  will  yield  a  great  mari-    Examine  the  pages  of  history,  and  show  me  an 


es 


.  timerighj  (as  she  estimates  it)  for  the  restoration  ,  instance  where  the  most  unprovoked  hostiliti 

1  i)(  a  colotiy  which  hitherto  has  been  of  little  value  ,  were  not  attended  with  some  justification.  To 
i  io  her?  But,  with  the  well  known  pride  of  that  !  redress  some  past  injury;  to  enforce  some  un- 
i  i^ation,  W  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  she  will  ,  questionable  right ;  to  obviate  some  expected 
3  j)ermit  y()u  to  sever  her  Empire  without  making  I  evil  ;  are  the  Slate  pretexts  that  have  in  all  limes 
^  ilie  greaust  efforts  to  regain  possession  of  the  con- I  been  employed  to  give  color  to  unjust  attacks. 
S  jjuered  pirt — particularly  with  the  unanimity  of  When  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  1756,  in  the  midst 
»  Sber  councils  and  her  people,  which  supports  her  |  of  profound  peace,  entered  Saxony  with  an  im- 
j^  'jn  this  wtir?     She  will  make  those  efforts.     She  |  mense  army,  he  acted,  as  he  asserted,  from  mo- 


5^  'will  do  niore.     She  will  harass  our  extended  and  j  lives  of  self-defence,  to  defeat  the  designs  of  his 
unproteceed  coast  with  increased  activity.  Should  j  enemies.     The  unprincijiled  partition  of  Poland 


%he  be  reljieved  from  the  pressure  of  her  European  j  in  1772  was  justified  in  an  elaborate  manifesto, 
*war,  as  appears  probable,  her  naval  power  and  |  issued  by  the  Powers  concerned,  on  the  ground 
:her  liberated  land  forces  drawn  from  other  ser-  ]  that  the  dissensions  and  disorders  in  that  country 
vices  wilj  give  sufficient  employment  to  all  your    threatened   the  repose  of  Europe,  particularly  of 


i     ,_       ,.. 

f  -means,  aijd  by  protracted  efforts,  if  not  by  imme-    the  neighboring  nations,  and  that  the  measure 
f  diate  for^e,  sue  will  teach  you,  even  in  Canada. 


J  ihat  you  f  re  engaged  in  an  •'  unprofitable  contest," 
^  and  thus  -render  you  disposed  to  abandon  the  field 
^  of  conqu<>st  after  you  had  been  fully  in  possession 
]j  |of  it.  -; 

a  .  This  \^ar  has  certainly  been  attended  with 
^  some  veijy  extraordinaiy  appearances,  and  the 
$  .consequepces,  should  it  continue,  will  be  still 
4  'more  exti-aordinary.  It  has  been  waged  for  the 
5i  ifrw<k>m  of  commerce  ;  and  scarcely  were  we  on 


adopted  was  indispensable,  not  only  to  restore 
general  tranquilliiy,  but  to  preserve  their  domin- 
ions from  the  effects  of  those  disorders.  The  cause 
avowed  by  the  great  Napoleon  to  justify  hostili- 
tiesagainst  Russia. about  the  lime  we  commenced 
ours  against  her  ally,  according  to  the  honorable 
member,  converted  the  most  arrogant  attempt 
upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  into  justifiable 
and  defensive  war.  What  could  be  more  impo- 
sing and  better  calculated  to  justify  such  an  act 
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than  the  object  pretended — of  rescuing  Europe 
from  the  commercial  shackles  with  which  Eng- 
land fettered  it  ?  He.  like  the  supporters  of  this 
war,  fought  m  defence  of  the  rights  of  commerce 
and  seamen,  if  you  take  his  word  for  it.  Sir,  the 
character  of  a  war,  according  to  the  received 
opinions  of  all  writers,  is  offensive  on  the  part  of 
theuation  who  authorizes  thefirst unequivocal  and 
professed  act  of  war,  whatever  the  provocalion  or 
motive  may  be.  It  may  be  just  or  unjust,  but 
still  It  is  offensive  war.  We  authorized  the  first 
acts  of  hostility  ;  the  war,  therefore,  is  offensive 
on  uur  part,  though  in  relation  to  our  enemy  it 
may  be  just. 

Gentlemen  in  the  majority  have,  on  every  oc- 
casion, not  only  bestowed  censure  on  the  conduct 
of  the  minority,  but  have  allribuled  to  their  op- 
position the  failure  of  all  thtir   measures.     Sir, 
what  has  been  the  character  and  effect  of   the 
Opposition,  of  which  we  hear  so  much,  and  which 
is  loaded  with  so  much  opprobrium  ?     Has  it  m 
any  instance  driven  you  from  your  object?     Has 
the  adoption  of  any  measure  connected  with  your 
policy  been   defeated    by  it?     Have  you  not  at 
your  command  the  sword  and  the  purse  of  this 
nation,  in  the  use  of  which  according  to  your  own 
will  you  cannot  be  controlled  ?     Or  do  we  not  ren- 
der a  Conslilutional  obedience  to  all  your  laws? 
How    then   can  our    opposition    be    stigmatized 
either  as  improper  or  injurious?     In  what  does 
it  really  consist?     In  nothing  more  than  in  the 
expression  of  our   sentiments,  as  the  representa- 
tives of  a  portion  of  the  people,  on  the  great  ques- 
tions in  which  their  present  and  future  welfare  is 
deeply  involved.     This  is  the  sum  of  our  oppo- 
sition on  this  floor.     And  who  is  there  that  dare 
pronounce  the  exercise  of  this  right  improper  ? 
For  myself,  like  mv  honorable  friend  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Webster.)  the  more  it  shall  be 
denied  me,  ttie  more  determined  I  shall  be  to  ex- 
ercise and    maintain  it.     It  shall,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  not  have  the  sanction  which  hereafter 
might  be  claimed  from  its  abandonment.     But 
why  are  the  friends  of  Administration  so  sensi- 
tive on  this  subject  ?     Have  they  anything  to  ap- 
prehend from  our  efforts  ihus  restricted,  if  truth 
IS  on  their  side?     Those  only  who  love  darkness 
fear  the  light;  or  will  they  assert  that  the  people 
are  so  desiilute  of  discrimination,  that  they  will 
mistake   falsehood    for    truth,  and   sophistry  for 
reason  ?     They  surely  will  not  in  the  face  of  their 
own  maxim,  "that  error  is  harrales:s  when  truth 


is  left  free  to  combat  it,"  make  any  such  asser- 
tion ;  or  do  gentlemen  assume  the  bold  ground, 
that  though  our  statements  are  correct,  and  our 
reasoning  just;  yet,  as  they  are  calculated  to 
weaken  the  efforts  of  the  Government,  it  is  im- 
proper that  the  people  be  informed  of  the  state 
of  their  affairs,  and  of  the  tendency  of  public 
measures?  Whatever  may  be  privately  thought, 
I  am  sure  no  public  countenance  will  be  given  to 
such  a  sentiment. 

An  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun.)  however,  told  us  the  other  day, 
that  though  opposition  in  a  free  country  is  not 
only   admissible,   but   sometimes    salutary,    yet' 


when  it  degenerates  into  faction  it  becomes  dan- 
gerous to  public  liberty,  and  threatens  the  very 
existence  of  government;  and  he  has  referred  u» 
to  the  history  of  ancient  and  modern  Republic* 
for  proof,  that  the  factious  spirit  of  opposiiioo 
was  the  cause  of  their  downfall.  The  gentlemaa 
is  entirely  mistaken.  It  was  not  the  factious 
spirit  of  minorities  that  caused  the  overthrow  of 
those  Republics;  it  was  the  factious  spirit  of  those 
who  had  the  active  power  of  government  in  their 
hands  that  proved  fatal  to  them.  It  is  that  which 
is  the  most  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  every 
country.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  a  spirit  of 
faction  (by  which  I  understand  a  subserviency 
10  sinister  views,  at  the  expense  of  every  public 
duly)  has  not  sometimes  pervaded  minorities; 
but  I  do  say.  that  it  has  most  generally  been  the 
offspring  of  the  violent  measures  of  majorities, 
and  that  it  is  less  frequent,  and  less  dangerous, 
with  those  who  oppose  than  those  who  direct  the 
course  of  public  measures.  A  minority  is  a  pas- 
sive body  ;  its  importance,  in  a  free  government, 
is  derived  from  the  apparent  or  real  abuses  of  the 
active  power,  and  its  operations  are  directed  sole- 
ly to  the  public  sentiment.  If  they  become  vio- 
lent and  factious,  it  is  generally  because  extraor- 
dinary means  have  been  afforded,  and  extraordi- 
nary provocalion  given,  by  their  adversaries.  A 
majority,  on  the  other  hand,  unite  in  themselves 
the  whole  sovereign  authority,  which  they  may 
exercise  uncontrolled  by  public  sentiment  loevery 
extent.  And  who  is  there,  that  understands  the 
character  of  the  human  heart,  who  does  not  know 
that  the  temptations  of  power  are  often  too  strong 
to  submit  to  the  restraints  of  public  interest  and 
public  duty?  Those  who  "feel  power  forget 
right." 

If  we  consult  the  history  of  past  limes,  particu- 
larly of  that  country  whose  institutions  we  have 
in  a  great  degree  imitated,  and  whose  character 
is  not  very  unlike  our  own,  we  shall  see  the  opin- 
ions here  advanced  strongly  supported.  We  shall 
see  that  in  Eoglan  I  minorities,  of  whatever  polit- 
ical description,  have  most  generally  supported 
principles  friendly  to  popular  rights,  while  ma- 
jorities almost  invariably  have  adopted  measures 
calculated  to  strengthen  their  power  and  destroy 
iheir  adversaries  at  the  expense  of  civil  liberty. 
I  could  present  to  you  a  long  catalogue  of  exam- 
ples;  but  lest  I  should  tire  your  patience  1  will 
merely  refer  to  one — the  attainder  of  Sir  Joha 
Feuwick  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  Whigs  had  then  the  ascend- 
ency in  the  councils  of  that  country  ;  men  who, 
in  the  reign  of  James  II.  had  opposed  the  arbi- 
trary doctrines  of  the  day — "passive  obedience 
and  non-resistance"— doctrines  which  have  been 
revived  in  this  country,  and  advocated  in  this 
House.  They  had  not  only  opposed  their  votes 
and  their  opinions,  but  their  arms  to  the  meas- 
ures of  Government,  and  by  their  union  and  ener- 
gy brought  about  the  event,  which  has  since  been 
tiailed  as  a  "glorious  revolution."  Yet  how  did 
they  act  when  flushed  with  power  ?  In  the  case 
to  which  I  referred,  they  attainted  the  accused 
with  treason  on  the  ex  pane  affidavit  of  one  wit- 
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^  hess,  and  Ithe  hearsay  eyidence  of  two  grand  ju-  |  would,  in  such  cas?,  not  throw  them  overboard. 
%iors,  who  recited  wliat  they  heard  another  say,  in  '  to  save  themselves  from  inevitable  destruction? 
^  ;hc  very  tteth  of  the  statute  of  Edward  III,  and  in  j  The  gentleman's  authority  proves  too  much. 


j.  Iiber'y  of  ji 

^  i.itrary  *^^l 

'jc  ;he  very  ^) 

^if  the  preceding   reign    to   their 

*'5'his  fact  ihows  how  consistently 


J _.  ^.)H  execrable  proceeding?       The  tones, 

.■*  the  very  [pen  wljo  had   supported    the   measures 


,  -  .   .  If, 

7  <;ontempt  !of  evjry  principle  which  secured  the    as  he  supposes,  our  situation  is  like  that  of  the 

of  jhe  subject.     And  who  opposed  this  ar- ,  crew  in  distress,  why  not  go  the  full  length  of  the 

remedy  then  applied,  and  throw  the  minority 
overboard?  To  this  I  have  no  doubt  the  gentle- 
fullest  extent,  man  would  resort  if  he  was  not  afraid.  Perhaps 
parties  acted  in  there  might  be  danger  in  the  experiment.  Sir, 
JiUiat  country;  and  it  would  be  vain,  indeed,  to  ^  the  authority  cited  has  no  kind  of  connexion  with 
^{^ttempt  to|  prove,  by  our  political  hi>tory.  that  the  j  our  present  situation.  Dr.  Witherspoon  applied 
5;{»drty  whcj  have  succeeded  to  power  here  are  more  his  hypothetical  case  to  the  then  state  of  the 
.^(i'gardful  j)f  therr  professions.  I  have  lived  long  country.  When  we,  as  a  portion  of  the  British 
.f  tiipough  tojlearn  that  there  is  no  essential  differ- i  Empire,  attempted  forcibly  to  separate  ourselves 
it^rlce  between  political  parties,  except  so  far  as  in-  j  from  the  dominion  of  the  parent  Slate,  the  law  of 
"Jividuat  virtue  and  talents  go.  They  all  act  very  |  nature,  which  is  the  law  of  force,  was  the  only 
ifiuch   alil^'e   under  like  circumstances.      Those  '  rule  for  our  conduct ;  hence,  the  majority  had  a 


ail^e  uncier  like 
_  vjho  have  ;the  re.ns  of  government  in  their  hands 
^\cill  abuacitheir  power  whenever  they  think  they 
Mtre  firmlyiseated  in  the  public  confidence,  and 
Jnjjthing  b^it  the  vigilance  of  the  people,  which 
|*the  opposition  of  a  minority  is  calculated  to  keep 
Jajive.  can  jave  them  from  the  profligacy  and  cor- 
^ruption  !o;which  it  will  naturally  lend. 

^An  honi^rable  member  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
^(^hdmdy)  teems  to  admit  tliat  temperate  opposi- 
•^jon  on  ihh  floor  is  not  improper;  but  he  bestows 
s^^ivere  rrpjehension  on  certain  acts  done  out  of 
<tt]jis  House*,  tending  to  defeat  the  measures  of  Ad- 
ij^inistraiic  n.  His  fancy  has  created  an  offence 
^\fhich  he  '.alls  moral  treason,  hitherto  unknown 
Jt^  any  coile  established  to  regulale  the  conduct 
'^'  man.  Thougli  its  name  is  known  to  every  one, 
it  we  are' all  ignorant  how  it  is  composed,  or 
vlhat  is  its' essence.  When  we  ask.  does  it  consist 
1^  the  vio,.ation  of  any  law?  we  are  answered 
jat  it  doei  not.  When  we  ask,  whether  disobe- 
Jj^ence  to  the  dtctales  of  conscience  constitutes 
^iiij  ingfeijient?  we  receive  the  same  answer. 
^'VVhen  we  demand  to  know  what  it  really  is,  the 
Fujiswer  contains  such  refined,  metaphysical  reas- 
JuYiing.  tbai  we  are  s'.ill  left  to  conjecture.  This 
fr^ew-fangUd,  this  sublimated  offence,  without 
^*)dv  or  soul.  Without  any  resting  place  on  this 
4  jirth,  is  conjured  up  by  the  gentleman  whenever 
flii  rises  inUiis  place  to  address  you. 
4^  J  The  hofiorable  member  iias  disclaimed  the  merit 
•  Jr  the  original  discovery,  and  very  disinterestedly 
^li'stowed  ik  on  another.  But  I  presume,  if  he  is 
S>t  the  rn\«entor  he  certainly  has  improved  on  the 
^ea.  and.jaccording  to  the  rules  of  the  Patent 
(JflBce,  is  ejuiileu  to  a  patent  for  his  improvement. 
^\Chich  will  give  him  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of 
jtjl  its  bent'fits.  He  has  referred  us  to  Dr.  Wilh- 
^.■<spoon  as  the  original  inventor,  who,  it  seems,  at 
Site  comratnceraeot  of  the  Revolutionary  contest, 
fiiildressed  his  Scottish  brethren  in  America,  and 
^^•^horted  ihem  to  aid  in  the  cause  of  the  Colonies 
Siifainst  ihp  mother  country.  To  illustrate  his 
laea  of  ihi^ir  duty  in  the  then  crisis,  he  supposes 
ts^vessel  atsea  in  distress,  which  required  tfie  aid 
*r/all  on  board  to  bring  her  into  a  port  of  safely ; 
•i|«  supposes  a  minority  of  the  crew,  not  only  to 
^i^'fuse  anyjaid  themselves,  but  counteracting,  by 
,f.»verylhtn^  in  their  power,  the  efforts  of  their 
^(jjmpan'.oijs;  and  he  asks  whether  the  majority 

i 
\ 


right  to  resort  to  every  means  their  physical  power 
gave 


them  to  secure  their  object.  But  what  is 
our  situation  now  ?  We  have  a  government  to 
which  all  are  parties,  and  by  which  the  rights  of 
all  are  secured.  Among  them  is  the  right  belong- 
ing to  every  one,  to  investigate  public  measures, 
and  to  speak  of  them  as  they  may  appear  to  merit, 
and  this  right  extends  to  every  possible  act,  short 
of  meditated  resistance  to  the  law. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  lately  stated  some 
particular  acts,  which,  in  his  opinion,  amount  to 
moral  treason;  such  as  persuading  persons  not  to 
enlist  in  the  army,  or  not  to  loan  their  money  to 
the  Government.  I  cannot  see  anything  im- 
proper in  this,  unless  the  act  involved  a  violation 
of  some  duly,  which  is  dictated  by  conscience. 
For  myself  though  I  should  not  conceive  either 
act  criminal,  or  immoral.  I  have  never  interposed 
my  advice  in  any  of  the  supposed  cases.  1  have 
never  advised  any  person  not  to  enlist,  because  I 
do  not  recollect  that  any  one,  for  whose  welfare 
I  felt  much  inleresfed,  ever  wished  to  lake  such 
a  step.  Those  who  enlisted  where  1  am  acquaint- 
ed, were  generally  persons  who  rendered  a  ser- 
vice to  their  neighborhood  by  leaving  it.  I  hare 
never  persuaded  any  one  not  to  lend  his  money, 
because  my  constituents  (and  the  gentleman's) 
have  no  occasion  for  such  advice — they  have  very 
liliie  to  lend. 

Gentlemen  in  the  majority  have  frequently  in- 
vited us  to  an  union  of  effort  in  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged  ;  by  which  I  understand  ihal  we 
are  to  abandon  our  opinions,  though  every  day's 
experience  proves  their  correctness,  and  subscribe 
to  the  infallibility  of  theirs,  overwhelmed  as  they 
are  with  disappointments.  Union  in  promoting 
our  country's  good  is  highly  desirable,  but  union 
in  accelerating  its  ruin  is  worse  than  any  division. 
There  are  occasions  when  I  would  relinquish 
opinions  not  fully  matured— there  are  others 
when  I  would  yield  them  to  the  counsels  of  wis- 
dom, to  which  experience  had  given  a  high  sanc- 
tion ;  but  gentlemen  will  pardon  me.  when  I  de- 
clare that  1  have  no  confidence  whatever  in  their 
counsels.  Though  as  individuals  I  respect  many 
of  them,  as  honorable  men  and  men  of  talents, 
yet  I  ihink  their  political  views  at  war  with  the 
best  interests  of  this  nation.  There  is  not  one 
single  prominent  act  of  Administration  connected 
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with  our  foreign  relations  for  some  years  past, 
which  I  do  not  believe  fundamentally  wrong. 
They  have  led  us  step  by  step  into  our  present 
difficulties,  while  every  new  experiment  was  at- 
tended by  new  promises.  For  myself,  therefore, 
had  I  any  weight,  I  should  deem  it  ray  duty  to 
impede,  rather  than  accelerate  your  progress  in 
this  downhill  course  of  ruin. 

Permit  me  to  take  a  short  review  of  the  most 
prominent  public  transaction,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  our  difficulties  abroad.  I  will  lead 
your  attention  no  further  back  than  to  the  period 
when  the  treaty  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Pinkney  with  Great  Britain  was  rejected  by 
the  President,  because  it  always  has  appeared  to 
me  that  that  act  was  the  foundation  of  all  the 
evils  which  have  since  befallen  the  country.  I  do 
most  sincerely  believe  that,  had  it  been  ratified, 
we  should  not  only  this  day  enjoy  the  bles'-ings 
of  p)eace,  but  have  little,  if  any.  cause  of  complaint 
against  our  present  enemy.  It  had  been  negoti- 
ated under  circumstances  as  favorable  as  any 
American  could  wish  ;  circumstances  which  once 
passed  might  never  return.  Its  provisions,  though 
not  such  as  they  would  have  been  had  we  had  it 
in  our  power  to  dictate  the  terms,  were  more  fa- 
vorable than  those  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  which 
had  received  the  sanction  of  Washington,  and 
under  which  we  so  eminently  prospered.  They 
were  "'  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  United 
States,"  in  the  opinion  of  our  Ministers,  now 
members  of  the  Cabinet;  but  it  was  indignantly 
rejected  by  the  President,  and  gentlemen  who 
now  constitute  the  majority  approved  of  his  con- 
duct. It  was  supposed  that  the  situation  of  Great 
Britain  would  compel  her  to  submit  to  any  terms 
the  Administration  should  dictate  ;  or,  if  she  would 
not,  it  was  better  lo  have  "no  treaty."  Genile- 
tlemen  were  mistaken  in  both.  They  could  ob- 
tain no  better  terms,  and  the  effect  of  having  '■  no 
treaty"  we  now  witness  in  the  calamities  of  the 
country. 

After  gentlemen  had  foregone  the  advantages 
of  negotiation,  they  set  about  to  invent  and  apply 
their  own  remedies  to  cure  the  disorders  of  the 
body  politic.  The  Embargo  was  the  first  that  suc- 
ceeded the  rejection  of  the  treaty.  It  was  hailed 
by  the  Administration,  its  friends,  as  wonderfully 
efficacious,  not  only  as  a  remedy  but  as  a  preser- 
vative. It  was  to  coerce  the  belligerents  (or  rather 
Great  Britain)  into  an  abandonment  of  their 
injurious  policy,  and  to  preserve  us  from  war. 
After  the  experiment  had  been  made,  sufficiently 
long  to  evince  its  preposterous  absurdity,  and  tooc- 
casion  loud  complaints,  in  many  parts  of  the  Union, 
it  was  abandoned,  and  a  commercial  non-inier- 
course  with  the  dominions  of  the  two  great  bel- 
ligerents substituted.  This  measure  was  adoped, 
not  because  a  majority  were  convinced  of  the  in- 
efficacy  of  the  embargo,  but  because  the  people 
would  not  bear  it  any  longer.  To  this  very  day 
"all  true  believers"  are  firmly  persuaded  that  it 
would  have  been  effectual  had  it  been  continued 
or  had  it  not  been  violated.  This  proves  to  me 
that  they  do  not  understand  the  character  of  a 
free  Government.     A  free  people  will  not  long 


submit  to  great  privation,  the  necessity  of  which 
they  cannot  comprehend.  And  in  a  free  Govern- 
ment, where  the  laws  are  necessarily  mild,  you 
cannot  enforce  regulations  militating  against  the 
general  habits  and  interests  of  the  community 
without  changing  it  in  reality  into  a  despotism. 
Napoleon  could  not  execute  his  anti-commercial 
system  among  the  people  in  Holland  until  he 
placed  every  individual  under  ihecontrcl  of  mili- 
tary power.  This  is  the  only  means  which  can 
execute  an  embargo  in  this  country.  And  of  this, 
it  seems,  the  majority  are  convinced — as  they 
have  lately  adopted  it  themselves. 

After  the  non-intercourse  had  been  m  opera- 
tion long  enough  to  subject  our  farmers  and  plant- 
ers to  at  least  ten  millions  of  dollars  loss  in  the 
sales  of  their  produce,  burdened  with  tht?  expense 
of  double  freisht  and  double  insurances,  I  thousht 
I  saw  a  strong  disposition  in   this   Hou«e  lo  gel 
clear  of  it  by  some  means.     But  it  could  not  be 
abandoned,  consistently  with    the  policy   which 
had  been  adopted,  as  long  as  the  belligerent  edicts 
continued,  without  subsiiiuiing  something  in  its 
stead.     A  substitute  seemed  with  the  majority  lo 
be  indispensable.     A  substitute  was  the  rage ;  but 
what  it  should  be  no  person  could  tell.     I  recol- 
lect about  that  lime,  an  honorable  member  from 
Virginia.  (Mr.  Gholso.n,)  whose  ardor  and  hon- 
esty in  the  cause  1  very  much  admire,  in  accents 
of  despair   exclaimed,  What!    no  embargo!    no 
non-intercourse!    no  substitute!     As  if  the  des- 
tinies of  the  nation  hung  upon  one  or  the  other. 
At   length  however,  "  a  subslitute"  was  brought 
into  the   House  by  an   honorable  member   from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Maco.n.)  of  a  very  inno- 
cent and  harmless  character,  afterwards  baptized 
"  Macon's  Bill  No.  1."    By  its  provisions,  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  Great  Britain  and  France  were 
to  be  excluded   from  our    harbors   entirely,  but 
commercial  intercourse  in    every  other  respect 
was  permitted  with  those  Powers.     I  was  friendly 
to  its  passage;  not  because  I  believed  it  was  cal- 
culated lo  coerce  the  belligerents  or  even  induce 
Great  Britain  to  retaliate,  but  I  thought  it  well 
enough  to  throw  into  the  hands  of  our  own  peo- 
ple the  whole  profits  of  carrying  our  products,  as 
Great  Britain  had  not  been  friendly  towards  us. 
As  to  France  she  was  out  of  the  question,  as  none 
of  her  ships   visited  our    ports.     But,  above  ail 
other  reasons,  the  conviction   that  the  majority 
must  have  a  "  substitute,"  was  the  most  cogent  to 
influence  me  to  support  the  bill.     I  feared  tliat  if 
ihey  could   not  get   that,  which   was  perfectly 
harmless,  they  might  adopt  some  other  that  would 
do  mischief.     It  passed  this  House,  bul  was  un- 
fortunately rejected  in  the  Senate;  I  say  unfortu- 
nately, because  I  believe  it  probable,  had  it  become 
a  law.  we  should  have  got  clear  of  the  restrictive 
system,  and  perhaps  this  day  have  been  at  peace. 

Afler  this  bill  was  rejected,  a  new  ''  substilute" 
was  in  demand.  But  what  it  would  be,  or  what 
it  ought  to  be,  seemed  to  be  the  question.  Ulti- 
mately some  one,  more  sagacious  than  the  rest 
(who  it  was  I  know  not  to  this  day)  discovered 
that  the  only  way  was — to  induce  one  of  the  bel- 
ligerents to  relinquish  his  injurious  mensures,  by 
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pASiises  of  resistance  against  ihe  other  should  he  I  deceive   her  by  warlike  preparations,  whea   she 


cAiiiouehisjf^'od  thatoiher  would  follow  bis  exam 
p6l  o"")  "f  he<lid  not.  you  had  then  an  opportunity 
c^itrecting  ajgainst  hina  alone  the  whole  force  of 
Jjf'ff  power,  Jvhich  the  course  marked  out  in  the 
nViri  ol  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  in 
1*3^9,  forbi-^  against  either,  as  long  as  they  both 
cJ>iinued  to  ;njure  you.  A  bill  was  reported,  con- 
lir(iug  provisions  calculated  (as  was  supposed) 
t(ft<ecure  one  of  these  objects,  called  Macon's 
IX*  No.  2.  w?)ich  finally  passed  into  a  law  on  the 
ifiOf  May,  11810. 

♦1>i  the  progress  of  the  bill  through  this  House 
i^  JViends  minifested  great  expectations.  They 
sC<,*fned  to  ttelieve  that  tliey  had  fallen  upon  a 
r^^t  fortuniite  expedient,  calculated  to  obtain 
ri-,pect  for  our  commercial  righi.s,  by  exciting  in 
tft^-1  belligereiJts  a  :^plrlt  of  emulation  to  precede 
t^t^h  other  if^  ceasing  to  injure  us.  The  infatua- 
tioti,  for  I  can  call  it  nothing  else,  pervaded  the 
ifio<it  intelligent  who  were  friendly  to  the  Admin- 
ift^ation.  1  recollect  to  have  heard  in  conversa- 
l|oo  an  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts 
(^icotisiderable  talents,  then  a  member  of  this 
^tjuse,  declare  that  the  bill  provided  a  certain 
t^'hiedy  for  ihe  difficulties  under  which  we  then 
J^t^ored.  I  was  astonished  to  hear  him  make 
^dh  a  declaration — because,  it  appeared  to  me, 


^i4t  every  one  who  had  paid  any  attention  to 
*?  character  and  wishes  of  the  French  Govern- 
'  int,  could  see  in  this  measure  the  seeds  of  the 
ovils  of  which  such  an  abundant  harvest  has 
wtice  fallen  io  our  lot.  It  was  the  very  measure 
^Jjch  afforded  full  scope  to  the  deception  and 
tJecanery  of  the  French  Cabinet  to  draw  us  from 
qi4  neutral  stiiiude,  and  such  has  been  the  effect. 
L-ic^rcely  hs^  the  act  of  the  Isl  May  been  re- 
ceived at  Pjiris,  when  the  toils  were  spread,  and 
ih^  Admiiiisiraiiou  were  caught.  1  wisti  I  could 
?jelieve  ihey  were  unwillingly  caught.  The 
Pr<'sident,  op.  the  second  of  November,  ISIO,  an- 
iiOiinced,  oij  the  authority  of  the  letter  of  the 
jp^te  of  Cailore  of  the  5th  of  August  preceding, 
Ih^t  the  decjrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revuk- 
,Tdr-an  assertion,  to  say  the  best  of  it,  which  has 
ieiVer  been  j supported  by  any  proper  evidence, 
H'it^  about  which   men   differ  according  to  their 


ic'iiical  opinions.  The  consequence  was,  that 
fq.relation  tto  Great  Britain  the  non-intercourse 
i&is  put  in  force,  and  the  ground  of  impartiality 
ibjindoned,  lo  which  the  Administration  had  al- 
yt^ys  protested  rigidly  to  adhere, 
t  ^ut  It  wab  not  to  be  expected  that  we  should 
jLag  remaioj  in  the  situation  in  which  that  act 
•{Iced  us.  *  It  was  the  natural  forerunner  of 
*i*onger  me&sures.  As  the  fact  had  been  assert- 
td';  th°at  Fra'ace  had  ceased  to  violate  our  rights, 
jtill  Great  jjritain  alone  remained  unjust ;  anj- 
llitTr  step  beiiame  indispensable,  as  soon  as  public 
^jpnion  waw  ripe  for  it.  Accordingly,  at  the 
S-i-fnmeucen^ent  of  the  session,  in  November,  1811 
fhi  President  recommended  to  us, 
^jii  an  aitilude  suited  to  the  occasion  ; 
IJRge  army-was  voted,  under  the  impression.  I 
fujieve,  thas  Great  Briiain  had  counted  on  our 
.-i)kcific  poli(;y,  in  which  ii  was  necessary  to  un- 

»  » 


an  armor 
"  and  a 


would  do  us  justice.  The  war  was  ultimately 
declared.  And  we  were  llattered,  with  the  most 
extravagant  promises  of  its  speedy  and  successful 
termination.  As  to  the  subjugation  of  Canada, 
thai  was  almost  loo  unimportant  to  detain  gen- 
tlemen ill  iheir  career  of  glory.  1  recollect  an 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoun,)  who  the  other  day  talked  about  the 
predictions  of  the  minority  having  failed,  then 
pledged  himself  that  the  greater  portion  of  the 
country  would  be  in  our  possession  in  six  weeks 
after  the  war  should  be  commenced.  Some  gen- 
tlemen even  supposed  that  no  efforts  of  ours  were 
necessary  ;  that  the  Canadians  were  panting  for 
the  glory  of  conquering  themselves.  Two  cam- 
paigns are  now  wasted,  and  you  arc  no  nearer 
your  object  than  when  you  began. 

After  this  review  of  the  measures  of  Adminis- 
tration, which  gentlemen  have  uniformly  sup- 
ported, and  which  have  progressively  brought  us 
into  our  present  calamitous  situation,  I  should 
like  to  know  upon  what  principle  they  can  set 
their  high  claims  to  our  confidence.  Has 
one  of   their   measures  succeeded?     Have 


up 
any 


they  been  able  to  perform  any  of  the  promises  so 
lavishly  made  7  They  rejected  the  Treaty  of 
1806  and  promised  you  a  better.  They  were 
mistaken.  They  resorted  to  the  embargo,  to 
coerce  Great  Britain,  «nd  to  save  you  from  war. 
Great  Britain  maintained  her  policy  and  laughed 
at  your  embargo,  and  you  are  now  at  war.  They 
adopted  the  non-intercourse  with  equal  effect. 
The  act  of  May,  1810,  was  to  relieve  you  Irom 
the  injustice  of  both  belligerents;  it  has  brought 
you  into  a  ruinous  war  with  one,  without  ob- 
taining justice  from  the  other.  The  war  finally 
was  to  secure  everything.  It  has  secured  noth- 
ing— but,  combined  with  the  restrictive  system, 
sacrificed  everything.  The  whole  system  of 
measures  in  fact,  from  the  beginning,  has  been  a 
miserable  patchwork  of  expedients,  resorted  to 
as  occasion  seemed  to  require,  without  any  regu- 
lar and  liberal  policy.  For  myself,  therefore,  I 
cannot  unite  with  gentlemen,  however  much  I 
may  respect  them  as  individuals,  in  a  course 
which  has  led  us  into  many  evils,  and  which,  ia 
my  opinion,  if  persisted  in  must  terminate  in  ruin. 
I  hope  I  shall  be  indulged,  on  this  occasion,  to 
use  the   liberty  which  gentlemen   on   the   other 

■        in 
to 


side  frequently   exercise.      Permit  me,   also, 


my  turn  to  invite  to  union. 


An 


union,  not 


support  measures,  which  every  day's  experience 
condemns;  to  continue  a  hopeless,  disastrous, 
and  ruinous  war ;  to  fasten  on  ourselves  and  pos- 
terity, a  heavy  load  of  burdens  ;  lo  cherish  the 
profligacy  of  those  who  riot  on  the  public  spoils. 
But  an  union  to  restore  the  general  happiness. 
Let  ihem  come  over  to  us,  and  with  us  travel 
the  path  that  leads  to  peace  and  national  pros- 
perity, from  which  they  have  departed.  Their 
policy  stands  condemned  by  universal  experience; 
to  ours  It  has  given  a  high  sanction.  I  repeat, 
therefore,  unite  with  us,  and  restore  peace  to  our 
country. 

The  Committee  now  rose. 
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Friday,  February  11. 

Mr,  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  '"An  act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and 
claims  to  lands  io  that  part  of  Louisiana  which 
lies  west  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  island  of 
New  Orleans  ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Grosve.nor,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Henry  Malcolm,  made  a  de- 
tailed report,  which  was  read,  when  Mr.  G.  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm, 
which  wa?  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jennings,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  5th  instant,  on  the  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  made  a 
report  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  J.  reported  a 
bill  to  establish  the  mode  of  laying  off  the  Terri- 
tory of  Indiana  into  districts,  for  the  election  of 
members  to  the  Legislative  Council;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  Array  has  been  supplied,  and  in  which  con- 
tracts have  been  executed,  &.c.,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  entered  into  the  inquiry,  but  found 
their  progress  impeded  by  the  want  of  evidence, 
which  they  were  not  at  present  authorized  to  re- 
quire ;  and,  therefore,  moved  that  the  committee 
be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. — 
Agreed  to. 

MR.  BASSETT'S  PETITION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  on  the  petition  of  Burwell  Bassett,  con- 
testing the  right  of  Thomas  Bayly  to  a  seat  in 
this  House,  as  a  representative  from  Virginia. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Gholson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  the  petitioner.  The  motion 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bayly  and  Mr.  Pickering, 
and  negatived. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr,  Gholson,  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
to  Monday  next.  This  motion  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Bayly,  and  Mr.  Pickering  of  Mas.sachu- 
setts,  and  was  negatived.  The  House  then  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  renewed  the 
motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  on  the 
ground  that,  as  it  was  affirmative,  it  required  no 
confirmation  by  the  House,  any  more  than  the 
general  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on 
the  credentials  of  the  members,  which  is  made  at 
the  commencement  of  each  Congress,  and  inva- 
riably ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  This  motion 
was  negatived,  G9  to  60, 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of 
Tennessee,  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  for  amendment.  On  this 
motion,  as  on  all  the  others,  a  desultory  discus- 
sion arose,  not  involving  any  question  of  princi- 


ple. It  was  negatived  by  a  very  great  majority; 
and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  Bayly  is,  there- 
fore, confirmed  in  his  seat. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  went  again  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan, 

Mr.  Sheffey,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  thread 
of  his  discourse  against  the  bill,  which  was  hroken 
off  by  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  His  .speech 
is  given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  RuEA,  of  Tennessee,  followed  in  a  short 
speech  in  favor  of  the  bill;  when  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again. 


Satcrday,  February  12. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  the  Trustees  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  requesting  the  sanction  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  said  Ter- 
ritory, requesting  the  sanction  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  said  Territory  respecting  escheats. — 
Referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Lattimore  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, praying  that  the  right  of  suffrage  may  be 
more  extended  in  said  Territory. — Referred  to  Mr. 
Lattimore,  Mr.  Robertson,  and  Mr.  Baylies. 

Mr.  Lattimore  also  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  requesting  that  the  number  of  Coun- 
cillors for  said  Territory  may  be  increased. — Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

Mr.  He.mpstead  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Misouri,  request- 
ing Congress  to  make  some  provision  for  the  re- 
lief of  those  persons,  in  said  Territory,  who  have 
suffered  in  their  persons  and  property  by  the  late 
earthquakes. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Trocp,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  Slates;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  cotDmitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Troup  also  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  to  raise  ten  additional  companies  of 
rangers;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 
The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on   the  bill    to  authorize  a  loan    for  the 
year  1814. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Chairman  :  I  have  voted  for  the  declaration 
of  war,  and  for  the  means  necessary  to  carry  it  on, 
but  have  not  heretofore  on  that  subject  accom- 
panied my  vote  with  my  reasons  for  giving  it, 
believing  that  such  reasons  had  been  given  by 
others,  as  were  self-evident;  I  now,  however, 
claim  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  few  of 


t 
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they  seemed  rather  inclined  always  to  consider 
the  frontier  settlers  as  the  aggressors.  This  and 
other  causes  rendered  it  necessary,  or  at  least 
prudent,  for  Gen.  Washington  to  send  a  confi- 
dential agent  (Mr.  Innis)  on  this  inquiry  as  part 
of  his  mission.     He  repprted  an  amount  of  suf- 


M»i  reasons  'that  determined  me  to  vote  for  war, 
jt(id  the  meajns  of  carrying  it  on  with  effect,  and 

Vvjosf^!"^'^^'/'  "^  ^^^^  ^'^^   tilling   the   blank  with 

^xwenty-five  jnillians  of  dollars,  as  I  design  to  do. 

^'fiis  is  the  ^hird  declaration  of  war  that  I  have 

(i-5ed  to  see,  and  I  have  read  of  many  more,  I  be- 

^ve  of  mo4t  that  have  been  declared  in  Europe  j  ferings  in  Kentucky  beyond  what  had  been  con- 

»2  the  systein  that  has  been  adopted  for  two  cen-  |  ceived,  while   their  hands  were   bound  up  from 

J^ies  past;  rand  1  have  observed  but  very  few  of  |  even  defending  themselves  by  retaUaiion 


*,^ies  past 

j^>m  declared  on  grounds  so  perfectly  justifiable 
i^^lhat  in  'w<hich  we  are  now  engaged. 
^  4  have,  sif,  heard  one,  if  not  more,  respectable 
■ijd  honoraiile  members,  to  give  weight  to  their 
jj^uments  iw  opposition  to  this  war.  mention  that 
ftlft'y  themstslves  had  learned  iheir  politics  in  the 
%[li  school-i-the  school  of  Washington.  You, 
iii.  I  know.jconsider  old  men  to  be  privileged  to 
(cwne  extenb  to  talk  about  themselves  ;  this  hav 
^n^  been  alijeady  admitted  to  others,  I  will  make 
♦i.i^ne  u.«e  of  the  privilege,  because  this  will  be 
><'4inected  wtilh  my  argument.  I  am,  sir,  now  an 
*f,%  man.  T  have  the  frost  of  seventy  years  on 
»*'  head.  I  am  a  scholar  of  the  old  school — of 
*A-  school  pf  WiiSHiNGTON.  I  was  elected  a 
A(Traber  of  the  firist  committee  appointed  to  pro- 
tn>>te  independence,  in  a  very  respectable  and  then 
^t>y  exlens>Jve  old  county  of  the  same  Stale  that 
i  'have  stil!i  the  honor  of  representing  in  this 
iJjuse.  I  was  employed  in  confidential  stations 
^1}  support  |t  when  declared.  I  risked  my  life 
^lener  iha»  once,  in  situations  where  several  of 
ytif  friends  fell,  togive  it  the  support  I  thought  it 
J4»erved.  When  ihe  present  Government  was 
ftit  in  operation,  and  Gen.  Washington  was  ap- 
*i(*inled  President.  I  was  consulted  by  him  about 
(ly  circura:iiances  and  defence  of  the  Western 
"prtuntry,  belbre  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  Con- 
if*ess;  and,  .'owing  to  particular  circumstances, 
vis  more  ir<timale  with  and  more  consulted  by 
^piesident  \y  ashlngton  and  the  members  of  his 
;;i*lrainislrai^on,  than  ever  I  have  been  by  any 
/ijcceeding  J^ne.  Therefore  I  claim  a  right  to  be 
;^^isciple  of  that  school,  and  perhaps  the  oldest 
^^e  in  ihis  ^ouse.     But  it   is   proper  to  inquire. 


During  the  first  Congress  of  Washington's 
Presidency,  and  without  any  act  of  Congress  for 
that  purpose,  he  sent  out  an  expedition  against 
the  hostile  Indians,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Harmer,  composed  in  part  of  the  militia  from 
Pennsylvania,  Kentucky,  &c.  They  were  de- 
feated, and  besides  other  friends  whom  I  valued, 
a  young  man,  a  near  and  dear  relative  of  mine, 
was  killed  and  scalped  by  the  savages.  The  next 
season.  Gen.  St.  Clair  was  sent  out  with  an  army- 
provided  by  law;  he  was  not  only  defeated,  but 
his  army  destroyed.  It  was  raised  only  with  a 
view  to  subdue  the  Indians  between  the  Ohio 
and  the  Lakes,  but  the  savages  from  the  deep  re- 
cesses of  the  woods  were  brought  to  Detroit,  stiU 
Ht  that  time  in  possession  of  the  British,  contrary 
to  the  express  terms  of  the  definitive  treaty,  and 
furnished  with  everything  necessary  for  war,  and 
sent  against  Gen.  St.  Clair.  I  recollect  this  the 
more  perfectly,  because,  on  the  receipt  of  that  in- 
formation by  the  President,  I  was  sent  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  informed  of  it;  the  Sec- 
retary lamented  that  the  information  came  too 
late  tor  the  Government  either  to  recall  or  rein- 
force General  St.  Clair.  Government  was,  there- 
fore, under  the  necessity  of  raising  a  large  and 
more  permanent  army,  which  was  put  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Wayne,  and  which,  after  four 
years,  became  eventually  successful.  Much  more 
information  might  be  given  of  the  hostility  of 
Britain  against  the  United  Stales  during  this  pe- 
riod, but  I  will  only  detain  you,  sir,  with  one  in- 
stance. A  council  of  the  Indian  tribes  was  con- 
vened by  Lord  Dorchester,  then  Governor  o( 
Canada,  in  which  he  engaged  to  supply  them,  in 


ti-^at  was  tiie  doctrine   taught  in  this  school?!  behalf  of  Britain,  with  munitions  of  war,  and 
lis   may  }pe  substantially  lound   in  the  official  I  encouraged  them  to  proceed  in  war  against  the 


^(jcuraents  (^f  that  period. 


United  States  with  an  expectation  of  the  co-op- 


'  ;InPresid(int  W.vshington's  remonstrance,  pre-  |  eration  of  the  British  Government.  This  wasfirst 
^pted  to  thi;  British  Minister,  he  says,  that  the  I  shown  tome  in  confidence,  but  has  been  sincepub- 
IjQ^itish  Government  had  broken  the  definitive  lished  even  in  British  prints.  The  British  Min- 
Ifaty  before  it  was  known   in  this  country,  and    ister  was  called  upon  to  account  for  it.     Hegave 


-faty 

rwtinued  t^  break  it  after  it  was  known. 
-  IfThat  their  continued   to  break   it  after   it  was 
ciown,  we  are   taught   to  remember  by  very  se- 


no  satisfactory  answer  ;  so.  we  are  informed,  Gov. 

Prevost,  of  Canada,  has  done  when  called  on 
tiown,  we  are  taught  to  remember  by  very  se-  about  the  worse  than  savage  depredations  on  the 
|^i*.us  tokeni ;  they  continued  to  supply  the  sav-  Chesapeake.  After  peace  was  made  with  the 
%iies,  by  wUom  they  had  desolated  much  of  our  Indians,  and  Jay's  treaty  was  ratified.  President 
^3untry  dufing  the  Kevoluiiunary  war,  with  ev-  \  Adams  informed  Congress  as  early  as  1797,  of 
i  ry  implement  for  distressing  the  most  exposed  j  the  British  agents  being  employed  in  forming  a 
iiirt  of  our  >jetllements.  Kentucky  was  made  the  j  confederation  of  all  the  Indian  tribes  against  the 
fi^ceasing  coject  oH  their  attack,  and  even  Penn-  '  United  States,  the  truth  of  which  has  been  se- 
Jsjlvania  di'l   not  escape.     On   the  conclusion  of !  verely  verified. 

■  i|e  Revolutionaiy  war,  Congress  found  them- j  Much  has  been  said  in  opposition  to  the  con- 
(?tves  posstJssed  of  as  little  power  as  means  of  i  quest  of  Canada;  in  almost  every  argument 
tovidingf^r  the  general  defence,  and  gave  some  [  against  the  measures  of  Government,  the  attempt 


ftianon  to  believe  that  they  were  not  very  zeal- 
>Usly  disponed  to  defend  the  Western  frontier; 


to  make  the  acquisition   has  been  denounced,  as 
both  unjust  and  unwise.     This,  sir,  is  not  the  doc- 
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trine  of  the  school  of  Washington,  nor  even  of 
New  England  while  colonies.  It  is  well  known 
that  they,  while  colonies — principally  Massachu- 
setts— equipped  and  sent  out  a  powerful  armament 
at  their  own  expense  for  the  reduction  of  Canada, 
to  commence  with  the  taking  of  Quebec,  under 
the  command  of  their  Governor.  The  winds  and 
waves  defeated  them  ;  many  were  lost  by  ship- 
wreck ;  those  who  escaped  returned  home.  It  is 
remembered  by  many  yet  living  and  recorded  in 
history,  the  very  great  assistance  which  the  col- 
onies, especially  New  England,  contributed  to  aid 
Britain  in  conquering  Canada  from  France  dur- 
ing the  seven  years'  war.  In  accomplishing  this 
object,  much  American  blood  was  shed. 

When  the  aggression  of  Britain  forced  the  col- 
onies, though  still  acknowledging  allegiance  to  the 
British  Crown,  to  appeal  to  arms  in  defence  of 
iheir  rights,  one  of  their  earliest  objects  was  the 
conquest  of  Canada.  The  approaches  to  it  were 
secured,  and  the  plan  laid  for  its  future  reduction, 
before  the  declaration  of  independence  was  agreed 
on,  and  officers  appointed  and  an  army  raised  for 
the  final  conquest  of  Canada.  In  the  Autumn 
following  the  declaralionof  independence,  General 
Washington  detached  a  division  of  his  army  .un- 
der the  command  of  General  Arnold  to  co-operate 
with  General  Montgomery  in  the  reduction  of 
Quebec.  The  misfortunes  that  prevented  the 
final  success  of  that  plan,  are  too  well  known  to 
require  to  be  repealed;  but  though  the  plan  was 
at  that  time  defeated,  it  was  not  relinquished.  As 
soon  as  the  French  alliance  was  obtamt-d.  ihe 
plan  was  renewed  by  Congress.  General  Wash- 
ington was  consulted  on  the  subject,  and  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  went  to  France  to  negoti- 
ate for  assistance  to  complete  the  conquest  of 
Canada.  He  did  not,  however,  succeed,  and  the 
object  was  from  necessity  relinquished. 

It  may  be  asked,  what  was  the  object  of  the 
New  England  colonies,  and  afterwards  the  United 
States,  in  being  so  solicitous  for  the  conquest  of 
Canada  7  Was  it  to  acquire  a  greater  extent  of 
territory?  No:  it  was  solely  as  a  defensive  meas- 
ure of  the  first  importance;  it  wa«.  as  they  ex- 
press themselves,  to  secure  their  frontier  settle- 
ments from  being  destroyed,  and  their  people, 
without  regard  to  age  or  sex,  scalped  and  barbe- 
cued by  a  savage  and  ferocious  foe,  instigated 
and  supplied  with  the  munitions  of  barbarous  de- 
struction by  the  agents  of  a  foreign  nation  when- 
ever they  thought  proper.  If  this  was  a  justifiable 
reason  for  the  conquest  of  Canada  in  defensive 
war  by  offensive  operations,  when  our  settlements 
but  in  a  few  instances  were  extended  to  the  sour- 
ces of  the  Atlantic  rivers,  how  much  more  justi- 
fiable and  necessary  it  is  now,  when  our  people 
are  increased  to  more  than  three  times  the  num- 
ber, and  our  settlements  extended  far  and  wide 
on  all  the  Western  rivers,  as  well  as  to  the  South  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  some  of  those  who  were  opposed 
to  the  war,  and  every  measure  proposed  for  car- 
rying it  on  to  effect,  denied  that  the  Indians  either 
provoked  or  commenced  the  war.  Not  designing 
to  detain  you  long  on  this  subject,  1  refer  to  the 
warning  voice  of  President  Adams  to  Congress. 


in   his  speech  to  Congress  sixteen   years  ago,  to 
which  I  have  alluded  above,  and  to  all  the  infor- 
mation since  obtained  by  Government  from  the 
Indians  themselves  and   our  own  agents,  of  the 
councils  to  which  the  Indians  were  called  by  the 
British  agents,  of  llie  presents  made  to  them,  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  all  other  suitable  goods, 
and  as  to  the  industry  of  their  prophets,  &.c.,  in 
extending  the  confederation  against  the   United 
States,  and  of  the  murders  committed,  and  such 
rendezvous  as  have  usually   indicated   the  com- 
mencement of  Indian  war.    Was  the  Government 
to  look  blindly  on   till  our  frontier  settlements 
were  desolated   and    the    inhabitants   murdered, 
without  using  any  means  of  prevention?     It  was 
only    by   a  preventive  measure  they  did  begin; 
they   sent   a   commissioner,   accompanied    with 
a  small  army,  to  the  principal  Indian  rendezvous 
to  negotiate;  they  promised  to  negotiate  the  next 
day  ;  but  while  the  army  lay  in  security,  depend- 
ing on  the  promise,  ihey  were  attacked  with  the 
usual  Indian  ferocity  in  the  night.   Was  the  Gov- 
ernment wrong  in  marching  the  army  into  their 
country  ?     If  they  were  in  error,  they  learned  it 
in  the  school  of  President  Washington,  who,  dur- 
ing the  first  Congress,  called  on  the  militia  of 
different  States,  the  first  call  of  militia  under  the 
Government,  and  who,  with  the  only  regiment  of 
regulars  then  existing,  were  sent  on  a  secret  ex- 
pedition to  atiack  the  Indian  towns.     Those  In- 
dians, 1  believe,  were  justly  charged  with  com- 
mitting murders  and  stealing  horses  in  Kentucky, 
but  not  at  that  time  in  other  States;  on  the  late 
occaMon  murders  had  been  committed,  and  horses 
stolen  m  different  Territories,  and  endeavors  used 
to  induce  them  to  desist.   Before  General  Wayne's 
treaty   the   Indians   refused    to  acknowledge  the 
transfer  of  that  Territory  to  the  United  Slates  in 
full  sovereignty  ;  but  in  that  treaty  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  United  States,  as  transferred  by  Britain, 
was  fully  acknowledged — the  Indians  retaining 
the  right  of  soil.  di>posable  to  the  United  States 
only ;  therefore,  the  United  States  had  an  unques- 
tionable right  to  march  their  troops  wherever  it 
was  necessary  in  that  Territory.     It  may  possi- 
bly be  recollected   by  some  members,  that  when 
provision   was  made  by  law  for  raising  several 
regiments  in  addition  to  the  peace  establishment 
in  1808.  I  advocated  the  measure,  on  the  ground 
that  a  military  force  stationed  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try was  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  an  Indian 
war  ;  and  gave  my  opinion  that  a  regiment  or  two, 
judiciously  stationed,  might  prevent  a  war,  and 
incalculable  mischief  and  expen.se.     Though  the 
raising  these  regiments  was  strenuously  opposed, 
and   the  recruiting  stopped  the  next  session,  yet 
no  member  suggested  tiiat  we    had   no  right  to 
keep  a  garrison  in  that  country,  or  denied  that 
the  British  agents  were  supplying  the   Indians 
with  the  munitions  of  war. 

I  have,  sir.  examined  with  some  attention  what 
has  Usually,  by  the  civilized  nations  of  Europe, 
been  assigned  as  causes  to  justify  war.  In  some 
of  them  I  could  only  discover  that  the  party  as- 
sizning  them  only  wished  for  an  excuse  to  get  to 
war;  but  that  a  nation,  by  its  agents,  exciting 
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••f^T  in  a  neighboring  country,  was  an  act  of  hos- 
'  mity.  and  4  just  cause  of  war  against  the  aggres- 
v^w,  is  agreijd  by  all ;  yet  the  nation  against  whom 
*\fte  hoiUUlj  IS  cwnmitted  is  the  proper  judge  of 
urge  time  ai>tJ  manner  of  correcting  it.  If  there 
^Sis  any  d»»ubl  of  the  hostilities  committed  by 
*1fcritain,  in  lexcitlng  the  savages  and  supplying 
^•,em.  Jt  mi^ht  be  supposed  that  their  su  instantly 
•iCcorporaliJig  them  in  their  armies,  and  patron- 
^^iing  theiri  savage  barbarity  in  conducting  the 
'><ar,  is  a  sufficient  proof;  therefore,  I  conclude 
>|at  their  exciting  and  supporting  the  savages  in 
jaCwar  against  the  United  States,  was  alone  a  jus- 
^tJSable  cau-e  of  war,  and  renders  the  conquest  of 
iiiaiuada  mil  only  expedient  but  a  necessary  de- 
jjjnsive  raefsure,  and  would  alone  justify  the  war ; 
"^.^t  it  IS  noj  alone.  I  do  not.  however,  design  to 
>JU?tain  the  Committee  with  explaining  all  the 
vc^uses  of  War  that  existed  before  it  was  declared. 
•«I:  design.  [Jrincipally.  to  confine  myself  to  one 
^4her  causf*,  viz  :  the  impressment  of  our  seamen, 
♦^♦id  on  tha;  I  will  chiefly  confine  myself  to  the 
«.>^iestion  of  expatriation,  on  which  some  extraor- 
jf*l;Dary  opinions  have  been  advanced — opinions 
iiJ*  which  I. seem  to  be  personally  called  to  pay 
^ytention. 

'^♦But,  sir, (before  I  proceed  further,  I  will  take 
...«^;me  notic«?  of  what  an  honorable  member  from 
tfJ,hode  Island  (Mr.  Potter)  expressed  some  days 
xiiace.  in  vindication  against  the  charge  of  factious 
1  opposition.'  He  claimed  the  opposition  made  by 
tl^ie  minority  in  1798,  as  an  example  and  justifi- 
^cation  of  that  opposition.  The  gentleman  and 
lijjyself  we^e  both  in  that  Congress;  I  was  one  of 
^^^e  minority  ;  a  minority  much  more  numerous 
<;ru  proportion  to  the  majority  than  the  present. 
^Y^e  mmofity  were  opposed  to  engaging  in  hos- 
j^rililies  wiili  France,  formally  repealing  the  former 

*  weaty  with  that  nation,  without  making  further 
i;jttempls  at  negotiation,  as  the  door  to  this  was 
if^lill  open  ;  but  when  these  acts  had  become  laws, 

fhe  minority  did  not  oppose  the  means  of  carry- 
ing ihem  into  effect.  1  voted  for  the  direct  tax  ; 
-  i  voted  for  the  greatest  number  of  ships  that  was 
■«  cQoved  to  fill  the  blank,  a  greater  number  than 
^  >arried ;  hpt  I  was  opposed  to  leaving  the  num- 
i  *»er  wholly  to  ihe  President's  discretion.  The 
^jjlinority  i|)  the  first  Congress  were  zealously  op- 
y  J»osed  to  tlie  as«.umption  of  the  Slate  debts,  on 
^  i;>ther  principles  than  those  prescribed  by  ihe  Con- 
V  federation;  and  before  they  were  liquidated  and 
"  Iheir  araoint  known  ;  and  that  party  having  be- 
;  «ome  the  inajoriiy  in  the  second  and  two  succeed- 
irog  Congresses,  ihey  prevented  the  large  additions 
.♦  |0  the  assumption  debt,  recommended  from  the 

*  tf  reasury  io  ihe  second  Congress,  from  passing 
^Jnlo  a  latv,  bui  rigidly  preserved  the  National 
J  faith,  by  i«ppropriating  funds  for  the  assumption 
{  ^hich  they  had  opposed,  as  well  as  for  any  other 

*  Uebt.  Tne  act  assuming  the  State  debt,  alter 
f  Slaving  been  first  rejected,  was  carried  by  a  very 
\  ^.mall  tnaj;ority  ;  but  those  who  were  then  the  rai- 
T^iioriiy  aci^d  on  the  Constitutional  principle,  that 
:  !lhe  vote  cf  the  majority,  however  small,  gave  va- 
I  ^idity  to  tiie  measure,  and  morally  obliged  the  mi- 


} 


efifect,  if  it  was  not  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
Constitution.  It  is  this  principle  that  decides  the 
character  of  opposition,  and  determines  whether 
it  is  factious  or  not. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Grosvenor)  a  few  days  since  asserted,  and  that 
rp{>eatedly,  that  we  were  making  war  for  the  pro- 
tection of  traitors,  and  considered  that  as  the  ex- 
clusive, or  at  least  the  principal  object  of  the 
present  war.  He  asserted,  that  every  emigrant 
that  had  not  become  a  citizen,  and  who  engaged 
in  war  against  the  country  in  which  he  drew  his 
first  breath,  is  a  traitor,  and  he  expressed  great 
doubt,  if  even  having  become  a  citizen  could  free 
him  from  that  charge;  he  at  least  considered  it 
as  a  point  not  yet  settled,  and  therefore  illegal. 
The  honorable  member  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shef- 
pey)  yesterday  in  an  eloquent,  but,  on  that  point, 
a  very  metaphysical  argument,  asserted,  that  man 
was  under  a  perpetual  and  indissoluble  obliga- 
tion to  support  the  country  in  which  he  drew  hi« 
first  breath,  dec.  I  will  not  follow  the  gentle- 
man's metaphysical  subtleties  in  proof  of  this  as- 
sertion ;  I  prefer  common  sense  and  common 
usage.  Tailing  both  the  gentlemen's  arguments 
together,  I  feel  myself  charged  wiih  being  a  traitor, 
and,  if  so,  I  am  a  pretty  old  one,  and  it  is  full 
time  I  should  examine  myself,  for  this  is  brought 
home  as  a  case  of  conscience. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  drew  my  first  breath  in  the 
British  European  dominions,  but  have  been  in 
this  country  more  than  fifty  years.  As  early  as 
1775  I  served  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
elected  to  preserve  order  when  the  King  had  re- 
nounced the  protection  of  the  Colonies  by  dis- 
solving their  Legislatures,  and  to  provide  lor  the 
public  defence,  and  also  to  prepare  the  way  for 
independence;  and  when  it  was  declared,  though 
not  in  the  regular  army,  1  risked  my  life  more 
frequently,  and  for  longer  periods,  where  many  of 
ray  friends  fell,  or  were  taken  prisoners,  for  its 
establishment,  than  any  law  required ;  1  on  more 
occasions  than  one  volunteered  ray  services  in 
support  of  it,  as  several  of  my  near  relations  have 
already  done  in  the  present  war.  Therefore,  on 
the  principles  now  advanced,  I  have  long  been, 
and  yet  am.  at  least  a  moral  traitor  of  a  high 
grade,  and  for  which,  if  I  cannot  be  punished  in 
this  world,  I  must  account  in  another.  I  may, 
however,  be  answered,  that  we  were  all  equally 
traitors  at  that  period,  being  equally  born  sub- 
jects to  the  British  King,  but  were  morally  jus- 
tified by  the  justice  of  the  cause.  This  answer, 
however,  will  not  justify  me  on  the  principle  of 
perpetual  allegiance  to  the  country  in  which  I 
first  drew  my  breath.  I  drew  my  first  breath  in 
Ireland,  which  then  was,  and  continued  to  be.  a 
component  part  of  theBriiish  Empire;  therelore, 
on  the  principles  now  advanced.  I  am  still  under 
a  moral  obligation  of  allegiance  to  that  soil  and 
Government.  This  was  not  the  case  with  those 
who  drew  their  first  breath  in  the  Colonies  ;  they 
supported  the  allegiance  to  the  soil  in  which  they 
drew  their  first  breath,  and  only  became  traitors 
to  their  King.    Kings  may  be  changed  or  die,  but 


*  *Qoniy  an'4  ihe  citizens  at  large  lo  carry  it  into'  the  soil  where  we  drew  our  first  breath  coniioues 
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unchangeable.      Therefore,   I  was   a  traitor  on 
another  and  much   higher  principle  than  the  na- 
tive colonists.    I  also  took  up  arras  and  held  offi- 
cial appointments  of  pretty  high  trust  before  I  was  | 
a  naturalized  citizen.     Indeed  I  never  have  been  I 
naturalized,  except  by  the  definitive  treaty.     It  is  '< 
true,  that  during  the  Rerolutionary  war,  I,  in  | 
common  with  the  native  colonists,  took  an  oath  ; 
to  support  the  independence  of  the  United  States  ;  I 
this  oath  was  prescribed   by   the  Stale  Lpgisla- I 
lures,  to  distinguish  between  Whigs  and  Tories,  ' 
a  distinction   then   well   known,   that   the  latter  \ 
might  be  double  taxed,  and  deprived  of  political  | 
privileges.  That  old  school  of  Washington  did  not 
admit  advocates  of  British  aggressions  and  tra- 
ducers  of  their  own  Government  to  sit  in  the  Na- 
tional  Councils,    nor    enjoy   political   privileges, 
but  they  did  admit  many  into  their  councils  and 
armies  who  had  not  drawn  their  first  breath  in 
the  Colonies,  without  any  act  of  formal  natural- 
ization.    Municipal   laws   for  naturalization  are 
introduced  for  the  security  of  the  State  which 
enacts  them,  and  not  for  the  security  of  other  na- 
tions; perhaps  the  Unitei^States  is  the  only  na- 
tion which  has  a  standing  general  law  for  that 
purpose;  Britain  has  none,  yet  admits  to  citizen- 
ship for  a  short  time  of  service  on  the  ocean.    No 
nation  is  obliged  to  have  such  a  law,  yet  all  na- 
tions are  obliged   to   treat  strangers  who  come 
among  them  with  hospitality  as  long  a?  ihey  per- 
mit them  to  stay,  and  to  grant  them  protection, 
in  return  for  which   they  are  obliged   to  support 
the   government  and  obey   the   laws;  we  oblige 
them  toserve  in  the  militia. constables' guardsr&c. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  really  do  not  understand  how 
happening  to  draw  my  first  breath  in  a  particular 
spot  can   bring  me  under  a  moral  obligation  of 
perpetual  allegiance  to  that  spot,  under  the  pen- 
ally of  being  guilty  of  treason,  which  is  allowed 
to  be  the  highest  crime  a  man  can  commit  in  so- 
ciety.    I  have  been  taught  to  believe  that  the  law 
of   nature,  which   is   the   law   of  nature's   God, 
made  it  the  duty  of  every  man  to  consult  and 
pursue  his  own  happiness,  and  that  this  conduced 
to  the  general  happiness.     I  have  acted  on  this 
principle.     The  same  supreme   law  also  taught 
me  that  I  could  not  be  brought  under  a  positive 
moral   obligation   but  by  a  conscious  act  of  my 
own  will.     Now,  sir,  I  am  not  conscious  of  where 
or  when  I  drew  my  first  breath  ;  my  will  was  not 
consulted  about  it ;  it  was  not  my  voluntary  act ; 
I  was  wholly  passive  in  that  business.    Therefore, 
no  moral  obligation  can  arise  from  it  to  bind  my 
conscience  to  perpetual  allegiance  to  that  spot  of 
earih.     If  this   reasoning  is  correct,   I  conclude 
that  I  am  not  guilty  of  the  hi^h  crime  of  trea- 
son ;  that  I  am  not  a  traitor.    About  twenty  years 
after  the  time  I  was  told   I  had   drawn  my  first 
breath,  consulting  my  own  happiness,  I  came  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  I  have  resided  for  more  than 
half  a  century.     I  have  found  that  doing  so  con- 
duced lo  my  own  happiness  and  the  happiness  of 
those   with    whom   I   am   connected.     I   have  a 
pretty  numerous  family  of  children  and    grand- 
children, who,  as  far  as  they  have  grown  up,  bear 
true  allegiance  to  the  country  of  my  choice,  but 


do  nol  consider  themselves  as  slaves  to  the  soil 
on  which  they  were  born  because  they  happened 
to  draw  their  first  breath  in  it. 

I  have  said  that  this  is  the  doctrine  of  the  law 
of  nature.  I  will  add  that  it  has  Ijecn  the  prac- 
tice of  free  and  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  as 
far  back  as  we  can  trace  their  history.  After 
God  had  created  the  human  race,  he  commanded 
them  to  increase,  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the 
earth,  which  he  apportioned  to  the  different  origi- 
nal families  ;  but  they,  or  at  least  the  majority  of 
them,  rebelled  against  this  commandment,  and 
erected  a  despotic  government  on  the  plains  of 
Shinar.  (Chaldea.)  The  first  despotic  Govern- 
ment of  which  we  have  any  information,  and 
the  first  national  sin  of  which,  we  are  informed 
in  sacred  history,  was.  like  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  to  whom  I  reply,  refusing  the  right  of 
expatriation.  The  Creator  and  Supreme  Gover- 
nor of  the  world  said.  "  Disperse  abroad,  and  re- 
plenish the  earth.  "'No,"  bays  the  Government 
of  Shinar,  "we  have  chosen  a  fertile  and  beauti- 
ful situation  ;  we  will  compel  you  to  stay  to 
defend  the  Government,  to  which  you  owe  a 
perpetual  allegiance;  we  will  establish  here  an 
universal  empire  ;  we  will  make  ourselves  a 
name,  and  an  elevated  lower,  that  we  may  nol  be 
scattered  abroad."  But  God  punished  this  des- 
potism contrary  to  his  law  of  nature,  and.  by 
confounding  their  language,  laid  them  under  the 
necessity  of  dispersing  themselves  abroad,  and 
replenishing  the  earth  in  small  colonies  of  emi- 
grants, which  laid  the  foundation  of  such  numer- 
ous small  nations  as  we  observe  in  the  lime  of 
Abraham. 

The  empire  of  Shinar.  (Chaldea.)  it  appears, 
was  soon  dissolved,  and  we  find,  from  the  same 
record,  the  emigration  was  free  in  all  the  coun- 
tries of  the  East  for  some  ages;  we  do  not  find 
that  they  asked  leave  to  emigrate  from  the  coun- 
try which  they  left,  but  they  did  request  admit- 
tance inlo  the  country  to  which  they  came.  Ja- 
cob and  his  sons  requested  permission  lo  settle  in 
Egypt;  they  were  received  and  treated  with  hos- 
pitality ;  but,  after  they  had  increased  in  num- 
ber, and  all  those  who  had  been  born  before  they 
came  to  Egypt  were  deceased,  they  proposed  to 
emigrate  to  Asia,  from  whence  their  ancestors 
had  come;  but  the  King  of  Egypt,  then  became 
a  despot,  refused  to  permit  them  lo  remove.  The 
ruin  that  this  brought  on  that  King,  and  the  dis- 
tress it  brought  on  the  nation,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  repeat.  After  this  period,  emigration  appears 
to  liave  been  freely  admitted  between  Egypt, 
Phoenicia,  Greece,  &c.,  till,  perhaps,  it  might 
have  been  interrupted  by  the  rise  of  great  em- 
pires, ihe  scourges  of  the  world  ;  but  it  is  well 
known  that  it  was  freely  admitted  by  the  civil- 
ized and  free  nations  of  Greece  and  Rome.  They 
gloried  in  this  as  the  test  of  their  freedom  and 
civilization.  The  moral  law  of  nature,  and  the 
examples  I  have  quoted,  are  the  schools  from 
which  I  have  derived  my  principles  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  well  as  from  the  school  of  Washing- 
ton, who  admitted  every  free  emigrant  into  the 
Army,  even  without  naturalization,  if  he  was  not 
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;4;  deserter  ^from  the  enemy's   carnp 

would  not  ^rust. 
,     There  whs,  sir.  however,  an  old  school,  wnicu 
ioDce  prevailed  aU  over  Europe,  and,  unforiunate- 
^iVi  y^'  prevails  m  Russia.  Poland,  and  some  parts 

of  Gernianry— the  school  of  feudal  vassalage,  on 
;  the  principles  of  which,  men.  except  some  privi- 

k'ged  orders  Wider  the  designation  of  nerfs,  are 
\  (ro'nsidered  as  the  trees  that  grow  in  the  woods, 

and  translerred  with  the  soil,  like  the  herbage  it 
ilproduces.  When  the  Sovereign  of  Russia  be- 
:  >tows  a  iaftded  estate  on  a  favorite,  it  is  not  lim- 
'  Hed  by  th?  number  of  acres,  as  with  us.  but  by 
;  ihe  numbef  of  .-souls  it  contains  ;  and  the  same  «s 
i  the  case  with  Poland,  and  several  Sovereignties 
■#of  Gerniaijy.     This  we  know  to  our  cost.     They 

*  were  sold  i^n  thousands  to  Britain,  for  whom  these 
Jgentlemen  are  .such  zealous  advocates,  in  order  to 

♦  destroy  the  Amcrricans.  Some  of  these  despots, 
"^  kowever,  jcorned  to  sell  their  people  for  that  pur- 

*  pose,  and  refused  the  British  money.  Russia  and 
I  Prussia  dill   so.     I  have  conversed  with  several 

•  j-espectable  old  Germans,  who  have  informed  me 
^xhat  they  had  lo  purchase  tlieir  freedom  from 
^  their  Prince,  and  some  have  come  away  by  stealth. 
)|  J  am  acquainted  with  a  very  respectable  manufac- 
«  Turing  town  (Harmony)  in  Pennsylvania,  the  iu- 
I  habitants  of  winch  emigrated  from  Germany  not 
I  very  many  years  since,  but  had  previously  to  pur- 
"i  chase  the  right  of  emigration.     To  this  school 

♦  and  to  it  only,  the  gentleman's  principles  will 
^^  apply.  From  other  part.s  of  Germany,  from  Hol- 
'  land,  &.C..  emigration  has  been  freely  admitted  ; 
I  and  nonecof  these  nations  ever  pretended  to  re- 
'  claim  thecn  again,  even  if  they  went  off  by  stealth, 
^  either  by  land  or  sea,  after  they  were  out  of  their 
$  municipal  jurisdiction. 
|i    Thequi'slion,  sir,  wholly  relates  to  Britain.    No 

>  t)ther  freeination  has  ever  set  up  such  a  monstrous 

>  claim  as  .he  does.  I  know^he  gentlemen  in  op- 
^•jKwiiJoa  Assert  that  all  the  nations  of  Europe 
^  "maintain- the  right  of  reclaiming  their  citizens 
•:  who  drew  their  first  breath  on  iheir  soil.  This 
;  is  a  question  of  fact,  and  not  of  theory.     They 

*  have  not 'raentioni'd  one  instance  of  any  nation 
doing  It,  except  Britain,  nor  of  her  doing  it,  till 
within  a  few  years  past.  1  am  confident  they 
cannot  do  it ;  no,  nor  of  Britain  reclaiming  ihem 
from  any  other  nation  but  ours.     Can  they  tell, 

•  air,  how   much   her  army   and   navy   would   be 
'  thinned  if  other  nations  would  reclaim  all  their 
citizens?     In  that  event,  the  United  Slates  would 
come  in  for  a  Urge  share  of  even  native  citizens. 
The   question  of  expatriation,   in   the   present 
f    contest,  derives  its  in^portance  from  the  que-stion 
r    «f  ;mT^r..««mont      Thp  Oreeks  and  Romans  con- 


> 
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of  impr(?ssment.  The  Greeks  and  Romans  con- 
sidered violence  done  lo  one  citizen  as  an  act  of 
hostility:  against  the  whole  nation,  and  resented 
it  accordingly.  So  did  all  nations,  not  even  ex- 
cepting the  savage  tribes.  So  did  President 
Washington  ;  so  did  President  Adams,  and  every 
succeeding  Administration,  only  they  exercised 
longer  forbearance  than  the  ancient  nations  would 
have  done. 

As  eanly  as  1792,  President  Washington  in  his 
inslruclipns  lo  Mr.  Pinckney,  then  our  Minister 


near  the  Court  of  London,  mentions  one  instance 
of  British  impressment  that   had   recently  taken 
place,  and  in.siructs  our  Minister  in  remonstrating 
a<»^ainst  that  outrage  to  inform  the  British  Court 
that  it  was  such  an  act  of  hostility  as,  if  persisted 
in.  would   ceriamlv  provoke   retaliation;    or,  in 
other  words,  was  clearly  indicating,  that  it  was  a 
just  cause  of  war   in   his  opinion.     He  also  ob- 
jected to  written  protections  as  a  lest  of  citizen- 
ship, because  our  Hag  was  the  proper  protection 
of  all  that  sailed  under  it.     W'hen  Jay's  Treaty 
was  made,  this  question  with  some  others  was 
postponed  for  further  negotiation.    Another  Min- 
ister, Rufus  King,  was  sent  without  delay,  with 
positive  instructions  to  renew  the  negotiation  on 
that  subject.     On  the  same  principles  similar  in- 
structions were    renewed   and   strongly  enforced 
by  President  Adams,  and  continued   to  be  so  by 
President  Jefferson,  but  without  success.     These 
things  are  so  generally  known,  that  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  be  more  particular.     Some  gentlemen 
who  hear  me  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  facts, 
that  they  can  correct  me  if  I  am  mistaken.    I,  sir, 
agree  with  Washington  and  Adams,  that  impress- 
ing seamen  of  any  description,  whether  our  own 
citizens  or  those  of  other  nations,  from  under  the 
national  flag  on  the  ocean,  the  common  highway 
of  nations,  was  a  just  and,  if  persisted  in,  neces- 
sary cause  of  war.     That  thousands  of  our  own 
native  citizens  were  thus  impressed,  was  a  great 
aggravation  to  the  aggression,  but  did  not  change 
the  principle.     Impressing   French,   Danes,  Por- 
tuguese, (tc,  from   under  our  flag,  about  whose 
language   there  could    be  no  mistake,  has   been 
practised,  and  protested  against  by  different  Presi- 
dents.    President  Adams,  it  is  presumed,  was  as 
well  informed  on  this  subject  as  any  member  on 
this  floor.     He  not  only  in  his  public  instructions, 
but  in  his  private  discourse,  invariably  maintained 
that  our  national  flag  was  the  protection  of  all 
under  it,  except  contraband  of  war.     In  his  last 
instructions  to  Mr.  King,  he  lays  down  the  incon- 
testable position,  that  independent  nations,  while 
ihey  remain  so,  have  all  equal  rights;  that  con- 
sequently, if  Britain  had  a  right  to  impress  from 
under  our  flag,  we  have  an  equal  right  to  impress 
from  under  theirs. 

It  has.  sir,  been  repeatedly  and  boldly  declared 
on  this  floor,  by  sucii  as  are  tugaged  in  advocat- 
ing the  cause  of  Britain  and  accusing  their  own 
Government,  that  Britain  has  enjoyed  and  exer- 
cised these  rights  from  time  immemorial;  and 
they  treat  will!  a  kind  of  ridicule  our  expectation 
that  she  will  ever  surrrender  them,  or  ought  lo 
do  11,  because  they  say  her  national  exuience  de- 
pends on  them  ;  that  she  has  invariably  exercised 
ihisauihoriiy.  This  I  deny  absolutely,  and  appeal 
to  facts.  1  do  not  admit  it  lo  be  euiiiled  to  the 
name  of  right. 

During  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  thou- 
sands of  Englishmen  went  volunteers  into  the 
service  of  Holland  and  Henry  IV.  of  France; 
but  though  England  soon  after,  being  at  war  with 
Spain,  stood  in  need  of  seamen,  yet  we  know 
they  did  not  impress  their  own  seanif  n,  nor  sea- 
men of  other  nations,  from  under  the  flag  of  Hol- 
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land  or  France.  As  the  armies  of  Holland  have 
been  generally  composed  uf  men  enlisted  frum 
other  nations,  they  have  at  all  times,  while  ihey 
enjoyed  independence,  had  numbers  of  English, 
and  Scotch,  and  Germans  Irom  different  States 
in  their  service.  They  had  several  regiments 
kept  up  regularly  by  recruits  from  Scotland. 
Britain  has  been  at  different  limes  at  war  with  ihe 
United  Provinces,  but  we  never  have  heard  ol 
British  citizens  who  entered  their  ranks  in  lime 
of  peace,  considered  or  treated  as  traitors.  Du- 
ring the  Revolutionary  war,  when  Britain  pur- 
chased all  ihe  Germans  she  could  procure  from 
the  petty  despots,  she  also  called  on  the  States  of 
Holland  for  the  Scottish  regiments;  but  they  re- 
fused to  come.  Britain  afterwards  went  to  war 
with  Holland,  bul  did  not  in  that  war  consider  or 
Ireat  as  traitors  the  Scottish  regiments,  nor  be- 
fore they  went  to  war  impress  seamen  from  the 
ships  of  Holland  ;  nor  have  they  impressed  from 
Prussia,  whose  navy  was  manned  with  British 
seamen,  from  the  admiral  to  the  private  sailor. 

When  the  Prince  of  Orange  arrived  with  an 
army  in  England  to  accomplish  the  revolution  of 
1688,  that  array  was  composed  of  officers  and 
soldiers  of  different  nations;  a  large  proportion 
of  that  army,  and  their  General,  the  Duke  of 
Schomberg.  were  native  born  citizens  of  France. 
France  became  a  party  in  the  war,  which  was 
continued  for  several  years;  but  none  of  the 
French  citizens  who  had  left  France  in  lime  of 
peace  lo  seek  liieir  fortune  in  foreign  service  were 
ever  considered  or  treated  as  traitors  by  France. 
During  ihe  reign  of  Lewis  XIV.,  who  has  beeu 
often,  perhaps  justly,  considered  as  a  tyrant,  a 
number  of  young  Frenchmen,  during  a  period  of 
peace  between  Austria  and  France,  entered  the 
Austrian  service  as  volunteers  tu  a  war  against 
Turkey.  One  of  these  afterwards  became  the 
celebrated  Prince  Eugene.  A  war  soon  after 
commenced  between  Austria  and  France,  when 
the  King  of  France  called  on  the  volunteers  to 
return.  Eugene  and  a  number  of  others  who  had 
received  commissions  from  Austria,  then  consid- 
ered as  the  natural  enemy  of  France,  refused  to 
return.  Eugene  became  Cummander-in-chief  of 
the  army  of  Austria,  which  eventually  reduced 
the  haughty  Louis  very  low  ;  bul  during  different 
wars  of  near  fifty  years'  continuance,  with  some 
intermission,  neither  Prince  Eugene  or  these 
Frenchmen  who  continued  in  the  Austrian  ser- 
vice with  him  were  ever  considered  as  tr.iitors. 
They  left  France  in  pursuit  of  their  own  happi- 
ness, and  went  to  a  nation  with  whom  France 
was  not  at  that  lime  at  war. 

The  Count  St.  Germain,  a  native  of  France,  in 
time  of  peace,  entered  the  service  of  Prussia  ;  but 
when  France  engaged  in  the  war  against  Prus- 
sia, he  joined  ihe  armies  of  his  native  country, 
in  which  he  attained  a  high  rank,  and  rendered 
eminent  services;  but  he  was  not  a  favorite  of 
the  King's  mistress,  .Madame  Pompadour,  and  his 
great  merit  was  overlooked.  He  became  discon- 
lenled,  and  determined  to  resign  and  go  into  for- 
eign service.  Every  inducement  was  given,  and 
promise  made,  both  by  the  King  and  Commander- 
laUi  Con.  2d  Sess.— 43 


in-chief,  to  retain  him  in  ihe  service.  These 
promises,  however,  had  been  loo  often  broken  to 
aflord  confidence.  He  claimed  his  right  from  ihe 
law  of  nature  lo  pursue  liis  own  happiness,  bul 
engaged  not  lo  go  into  the  service  of  those  then 
at  war  with  France,  but  of  a  neutral  Power  who 
eventually  might  be  at  war  with  it.  He  accepted 
of  the  chief  command  of  the  troops  of  the  King 
of  Denmark,  who  gave  him  a  high  salary  to  in- 
troduce discipline  and  order  among  the  troops  of 
Denmark.  Was  he  deemed  and  prosecuted  as  a 
traitor,  or  reclaimed  for  this?  No,  after  peace 
was  restored  in  France,  he  was  invited  back  to 
France,  and  put  at  the  head  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

But,  passing  numerous  examples  from  different 
nations  uf  Europe  that  might  be  produced.  I  will, 
sir,  offer  a  few  examples  from   the  practice  of 
Great  Britain  herself  on  this  question.     I  have 
already  mentioned    instances  from    the  time  of 
Elizabeth  ;  I  will  now  offer  some  of  a  later  date. 
On  the  termination  of  the  war  in  Ireland,  which 
had   been  for  several  years  supported  in  favor  of 
Kin^  James  against  King  William  by  the  na- 
tives,  assisted    by  auxiliaries  of  France,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Limerick,  the  heads  of  the  Opposilioa 
were  permitted  lo  retire  into  foreign  service.     It 
was  soon  after  discovered  that  it  would  have  beeu 
heller   policy   to   have   rendered   them   happy  at 
home.     They   went  into  the  service  of  France 
and  Spain,  and  formed  the  famous  Irish  brigade, 
so  much   distinguished    in    the  service  of  those 
nations  in  their  war  with  Great  Britain,  till  the 
Revolution  of  France,   in   which   we   know,  by 
their  names,  many  of  them  made  a  figure.    Tliey 
continued  to  be  recruited  from  Ireland  in  time  of 
peace  for  near  an  hundred  years.     General  Con- 
way, from  France,  who  .'^erved  in  the  American 
Revolutionary  war,  was  one  of  them.     He  was 
born  in  Ireland.     Tliese  brigades,  continually  re- 
cruited  in    Ireland,  by  the  estimated   amount  of 
more  than  two  hundred  tliousand,  fought  against 
Britain,  the  country  in   which  they  drew  their 
first  breath,  from  sixteen  hundred  and  ninety  till 
the  close  of  the  last  century.      They  were  ex- 
changed, and  otherwise  treated  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  native  troops  of  France;  they  were  not 
punished  as  traitors.  This  was.not  singular.   Hol- 
land, Prussia.  Austria,  ttc,  always  had  troops  ia 
their  armies,  enlisted  or  appointed  from  the  neigh- 
boring States  with  which  they  were  frequently  at 
war.     One  of  the  sons  of  the  sister  of  the  King 
of  Prussia,  the  famous  Duke  of  Brunswick,  kad 
a  command  in  his  army  during  the  seven  years' 
war,  while  his   brother  had  a  command   in  the 
Austrian  army  opposed  lo  him.     But  if  they  emi- 
grated and  went  into  foreign  service  in  time  of 
peace,  or  with  a  nation  at  peace  with  their  native 
country  at  tiie  time  of  their  emigration,  there  is 
no  instance  known  lo   me  on   record  in  which 
they  were  treated  or  punished  as  traitors,  or  obliged 
(o   return.     The  instance  of  Patkul,  I  presume, 
will  not  be  considered  as  an  exception.     Their 
emigration   is   their  voluntary  act.     In  drawing 
their  first  breath,  ihey  are  passive,  iluir  will  is 
not  consulted. 
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This  cafe  has  apparenily.  by  the'  gentlemen  I  of  sight  as  to  any  practical  eflect.    I  have,  indeed, 

f<nm  NewYork  and  Virginia,  been  divided  inio  I  long  since  observed  such  an   idea  held  out  by 

•^o  auest'ons-alleoiance  to  a  particular  King  '  Judge  Blackstone  and   D.  Rutherford,  both  sti- 

tor  GJoveriiment.   an'd    allegiance   to   the   soil   or  ,  pendaries  of  the  British  Government,  but  denied 

jfC^untry  in  which  we  happen  to  be  born.    The 

ftfative  colonists  were  only  traitors   against  the 

iKing,  evea  if  they   had   not   been  successful  in 

Me  struggle  for  independence  ;  but  I,  and  others, 

Jrho  had  emigrated  from  Great  Britain,  if  this 

♦doctrine  wjis  valid,  were  also  traitors  against  the 

ic*iuntry  in-  which   they  drew  their  first   breath. 

i^tiz:  guilty  of  double  treason.     But  these  honor- 

^^cle  members  seem  to  have  more  acute  discern- 

ttyent    thart   the    British  Government  itself  pos- ,  _ 

jfi^ssed  at  tljat  time.     Very  many  officers  and  sol- 1  pleased  in  pursuit  of  my  own  happiness.     1  have 

•riiers  of  th*  Revolutionary  array  drew  their  first  ,  done  so  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain; 

•^tJ-eath  in  Britain  or  Ireland.     Generals  Gates,  j  therefore  she   has  no  claims  on   me.     I  declare 

^Siiee  and  St.  Cla.r.  the  oldest  Major  General  now    most  positively,  that  I  do  not  recollect  of  hearing 

''  ■     '        -        t  respectable  army,  drew  their  first  j  this  slavi«;h  doctrine  ever  advanced   in  Con";ress 

■  ■    ■■  till  within  ten  or  twelve  years  past,  if  so  lon^. 

It  is  a  doctrine  of  a  new  school — not  of  the  old 
school  of  Washington,  to  which  some  of  the  gen 


y  Locke,  a  superior  and  more  independent  au- 
thority. But  what  is  that  to  us?  The  munici- 
pal laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  theories  of  British 
writers,  have  no  authority  but  in  tlieir  own  coun- 
try. Let  them  keep  their  people  in  perpetual 
allegiance,  or  slavery,  if  they  think  proper.  I. 
with  several  hundreds  besides,  sailed  from  Ireland 
in  a  British  ship,  agreeably  to  law.  I  gave  no 
promise  to  return,  nor  was  any  asked.  I  was,  by 
law,  left   free  to  go  to  what  part  of  the  world  I 


•living  of  tba 

Ihrealh  in  (jrreat   Britain,  apd 
?Vons  in   the   British   army. 
Jftfce   BritijJi  commission    the 


had 
Lee 
day 


held  commis- 
only  resigned 
preceding  his 


^aj:ceptance  of  a  Major  General's  commission  from 
1^  i^ongress.  "  He  was  afterwards  taken  prisoner  by 
fllie  British,  but  he  was  not  by  them  considered 


^^i  a  traitor^,  but  »'xchanged  as  other  officers  were, !  scendants  of  emigrants,  who,  at  no 

J;igreeably  to  the  law  of  nations.     The  Pennsyl-  '  period,  have  expatriated  themselves,  I 

*^'\}ania  line  of  that  army,  considered,  at  least  be-  ;  act.  from   the   country  in  which  the 


J^re  the  mutiny,  as  the  strongest  line  of  the  Rev- 
*<*lutionary  army,  was  in  a  great  measure  com-' 
^i'osed  of  men  born  in  Ireland.     Of  these,  Gener-  | 
|lils  Irwin  and  Hand,  well  known   in  the  annals  | 
f  }of  that  period,  had  been  in  Ireland,  and  held  mili-  | 
;. -tary  commissions  under  the  King  of  Great  Brit-  i 
^Siin.     Genrral,  then   Colonel    Irwin,  and   many 
Another  officrrs  and  privates  who  had   been  born  in  ! 
5 Ireland,  were  tsken    prisoners  at   the   battle  of: 
?  Three  Rivers,  but   they  were  not  considered  as  I 
"^traitors,  but  exchanged  on  the  same  principles  as  I 
%  the  nalivrs   were.     If  this  absurd,   slavish  doc- I 
^  trine,  hadjbeen  urged  and  admitted  at  that  pe- 
,  •;nod,  it  is  |ery  probable  that  the  present  genera- 
V  jion  would  not  have  enjoyed  independence,  or  a 
2iGovernm«<nt  of  their  own;  and   if  we   had  not 
I'gone  to  vfar  when   every   honorable   means  of 
^avoiding  (t  was  exhausted,  we  would   have  en- 
joyed independence  only  in  name,  the  expense  of 
•-Supporting  it  without  the  benefit.     The  genlle- 
■-*  tnen  knovr  that  they  did  not  ofter  any  alternative 
.    for  war  bpt  submission.     Submission  in  impor- 
^*  ;tant  points  opens  the  way  for  repeated  subrais- 
\  isions. 
*;    I  did  ncit  design,  sir,  to  enumerate  all  the  cases 

J  nba't  justify  the  war,  and  have  already  called 
f  iyouT  attttniion  longer  than  I  had  intended.  I 
'  iwill  only  iadd,  that  the  mission  of  Henry,  as  well 
i  S»  ibe  niissions  among  the  savage  tribes,  were 
^  -acts  of  hostility  and  justifiable  causes  of  war. 
.*  'agreeably;  to  the  established  rules  and  practice  of 
•■  'all  civiliwed  nations,  and  we  are  sensible  of  hav- 
i-^  'ing  felt  t'leir  hostile  effects. 
*  •  It  is  strange,  sir.  that  this  perpetual  moral  obli- 
c  '  gation  ot'  allegiance  to  the  spot  where  we  were 
'  *  born,  thojjgh  it  should  have  been  the  most  unpro- 
ductive !<pot  in  the  world,  or  under  the  most  op- 
pres.tive  Government,  has  been  so  long  kept  out 
I 

$ 
I 


* 


^J 


tlemen  make  pretensions.  When  I  look  around 
me  in  this  House,  or  in  whatever  company  I  hap- 
pen to   be,  I  see  none  but  emigrants,  or  the  de- 

very  distant 
by  their  own 
y  first  drew 
their  breath.  This  renders  the  new  doctrine  of 
treason,  recently  advocated  on  this  floor,  the  more 
extraordinary. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee  said,  a  difference  of 
opinion  respecting  the  war,  and  every  measure 
to  carry  on  war.  has  obtained  and  appears  to  con- 
tinue. A  relaxation  of  the  war  will  be  equiva- 
lent to  an  abandonment  of  it.  Notwithstanding 
the  mission  of  Gottenburg — which  may  or  may 
not  succeed — preparations  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  effect  are  necessary.  He  therefore  would 
vote  for  the  proposed  amendment,  and  finally  for 
the  bill. 

We  are  invited  "  to  return."  That  observation 
is  fair,  for  on  it  a  question  arises,  namely,  to  what 
shall  we  return  ?  Let  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  period  between  the  Treaty  of  Peace  which 
ended  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  the  Treaty  of 
November,  1794,  made  with  Great  Britain  be 
examined,  and  these  circumstances  will  forbid  a 
return  to  any  situation  exhibited  in  any  part  of 
that  period  ;  for  during  that  period  Great  Britain 
retained  the  Western  posts,  contrary  to  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  there  were 
also  many  difficulties  respecting  boundary  and 
commercial  regulations.  That  Great  Britain 
retained  possession  of  the  Western  posts  until 
after  the  said  Treaty  of  November,  1794,  and 
until  after  she  had  tried  another  war  carried  on 
by  her  Indian  savage  allies,  is  well  known. 

That  Great  Britain  had  commenced  her  system 
of  maritime  restrictions  and  usurpations  against 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  previous  to 
that  Treaty,  authentic  documents  in  possession  of 
Congress  will  manifest.  That  system  of  usurpa- 
tions was  continued,  and  the  partial  non-importa- 
tion law  was  enacted  by  Congress,  to  show  to 
Great  Britain  that  her  true  interest  was  to  promote 
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Vi^T^V;.,  'i'^^,'^°'"'°""  »°  '^^  United  States.  I  Britain  ;  deaf  to  justice,  she  enforced  her  maritime 

inat  ureat  ijritain  scaled   the  non-importation  ■  usurpations,  and  bid  defiance  to  reason  and  social 

^n   L       .1"^°^""'°'  "'f'^"  "^"^  Mr.Erskine    friendship.    So  much  for  the  invitation  to  return. 

IS  knoun  ;  the  manner  need  not  now  be  noticed.  '  The  allusion  to  the  times  of  James  II  is  un- 
nfk"?nT"^n '^"  n    ^"^  '^*'  4'f '^y  rendered  ,  happy  in  this  debate.     Powerful   parties   in  his 

inenectuai.     Great  Britain  gained  her  object,  and  |  times  convulsed  the  British  Empire.    The  divine 

^s.  L',1  n"°"  TK  "  ^'^"^'""^J  ,^^^  ^y;'^™  of  I  rightofKings,perpetualallegianie,non-resistance, 
usurpations.  The  restrictive  edicts  of  Great  ;  passive  obedience,  and  that  the  people  were  born 
Britainand  Prance,  retaliating  as  they  professed,  I  for  Kings,  and  not  Kings  for  the  people  were 
on  each  other,  but  10  fact  annihilating  the  com-  doctrines  prevailing  in  his  time,  as  well  as  in  the 
raerceof  the  Ln.ted  States,  and  enslaving  citi-  1  time  of  his  predecessors.  These  doctrines  en- 
zens  of  the  United  States  by  impressment  on  the  :  grafted  and  sprouting  on  that  system  of  human 
partof  Great  Britain  compelled  Congress  by  the  debasement  introduced  into  England  by  William 
ac  of  December,  1807,  to  lay  a  general  embargo,  of  Normandy,  whereby  the  frei  people  of  Ens- 
A  law  prohioiting  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  J  land  passed  under  the  yoke  of  vassalage  and  vfl- 
and  with  France  succeeded  the  embargo-how  lanage  with  their  disgracing  attendants— a  svs- 
that  non-iniercourse  law  ran  out  n.ed  not  be  tem  reducing  mankind  below  the  lowest  decree 
noticed.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  notice  all  or  any  j  of  human  degradation— was  resisted  by  a  power- 
ofthe  various  events  attending  that  embargo  and  ful  minority,  and  that  minority  was  ultimately 
non-intercourse  because  they  are  known,  not  |  successful.  James  II.  was  forced  to  abandon  the 
only  of  themselves,  but  as  they  operated  to  pre-  Three  Kingdoms  and  fly  to  a  foreign  country, 
vent  the  effects  that  the   embargo  and  non-inter-    where  he  had.  if  he  pleased,  time  to  examine  the 


course  laws  might  otherwise  liave  had.  These 
things  are  mentioned  to  show  that  the  times  in 
which  they  obtained  afforded  no  state  of  relations 
with  Great  Britain  to  which  the  United  States 


doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  Kings  and  its  un- 
natural concomitants.  The  minority  in  the  time 
cf  James  II.  resisted  his  usurpations— the  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  at  this 


as  a  sovereign  Power  can  return.     Next  in  order  i  day   resisting  usurpations  of  Great   Britain  and 


was  enacted  the  law  of  the  first  of  May,  1810,  the 
last  Legislative  effort  of  the  United  States  to 
obtain,  without  hostilities,  a  peaceable  settlement 
of  all  differences  with  Great  Britain  and  France. 
France,  when  officially  informed  of  that  law,  re- 
Toked  her  edict.s.  so  far  as  they  operated  against 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
Great  Britain,  although  officially  informed  that 
France  had  so  revoked  her  edicts,  refused  to  re- 
voke her  edicts  so  that  they  mi^ht  cease  to  injure 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
instead  of  so  revoking  them  agreeably  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  act  of  1st  May,  1810,  continued  to 
enforce  them  with  additional  rigor,  and  in  conse- 
quence thereof  the  non-intercourse  law  was  re- 
enacted  and  put  in  force  against  Great  Britain 
and  her  dominions,  and  so  continued  until  the 
declaration  of  war  by  a  law  of  June  1812. 

That  no  point  of  time  between  the  date  of  the 
first  non-importation  law  and  the  declaration  of 
war  can  be  shown,  in  which  the  United  States 
were  not  oppressed  and  afflicted  with  the  usur- 
pations of  Great  Britain,  is  evident,  and  there- 
fore that  period  afforded  no  state  cf  relations 
with  Great  Britain  to  which  the  United  States 
as  a  sovereign  Power  can  return,  without  return- 
ing to  a  state  of  degradation  and  submission. 
The  period  since  the  declaration  of  war  exhibits 
no  point  of  time  with  attending  relations  with 
Great  Britain,  to  which  the  United  States  as  a 
sovereign  Power  can  return.  To  what  then  are 
we  invited  to  return  ?  Not  certainly  to  a  surren- 
der ofthe  sovereign  rights  of  this  nation. 

Immediattly  previous  to  the  act  of  May.  1810, 
was  a  period  in  which  the  restrictive  commercial 
system  of  the  United  States  had  expired  ;  the 
United  States  in  that  period  manifested  their  de- 
sire to  be  at  peace  and  friendly  mutual  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain — but  not  so  with  Great 


the  minority  are  opposing  that  resistance.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  examined  and 
will  further  examine  this  subject. 

That  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Baltic 
States,  have  no  commerce,  has  been  intimated. 
Who  then  deprived  them  of  commerce  ?  Let  his- 
tory be  appealed  to— the  answer  is,  Great  Britain. 
Great  Britain  has  destroyed  the  commerce  of  all 
the  said  Powers  and  States,  and  has  been  and  now 
is  endeavoring  to  destroy  the  commerce  of  this 
nation  to  complete  her  unnatural  dominion  on  the 
ocean. 

The  partition  of  Poland  has  been  mentioned. 
Well  then,  who  made  it  ?  The  present  Emperor 
of  Russia  did  not  make  or  help  to  make  it;  from 
his  known  magnanimity,  the  brave  Polanders 
have  reason  to  expect  that  that  magnanimity  will 
also  extend  to  them.  But  let  us  inquire  who  was 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Treaty  of  Pilnifz,  by  which 
France  was  to  be  subdued  and  divided?  He 
who  runs  may  read.  Imperial  France  has  stood 
the  shock,  and  spared  thrones  and  dominions 
which  she  could  have  crumbled  into  atoms. 

That  Great  Britain  has  practised   the  right  of 
impressing  foreign  seamen  for  ages  has  been  said. 
The  right  !— How  did  Great  Britain  obtain  that 
right?    Rights  are  either  natural  or  acquired. 
Acquired  rights  are  by  convention  or  compact. 
The  last  species  of  right  implies  consent.     That 
Great  Britain  has  such  right  by  nature,  will  not 
be  asserted — that  Great  Britain  has  such  right  by 
convention  or  compact  with  all  other  nations,  it 
denied,  and  cannot   be  proved.     How  then  did 
Great  Britain  acquire  that  thing,  if  it  may  be 
termed  a  thing,  named  a  right  to  impress  foreign 
seamen?     Great  Britain  acquired  that  thing  by 
the   same  mode  whereby  she  has  destroyed  the 
commerce  of  all  maritime  nations — that  is,  by 
force ;  and  force  never  did  or  can  constitute  a 
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.-iio-ht  There  is  what  is  called  a  right  of  con- 
'-iuest— that  species  of  right  is  without  consent. 
;jfnd  imposed.  Will  the  people  of  the  United 
! rotates  suhtnit  to  an  imposition  of  that  species  of 
Z'Zghtl     Thev  never  will. 

»^  That  the  United  States  carry  on  the  war  with 
«f?ritish  capital,  is  intimated.  Were  the  loans  of 
tkleven  millions,  of  sixteen  millions,  and  of  seven 
find  an  half  millions  of  dollars.  British  capitaH 
^What  will  they  who  loaned  all  these  millions  of 
/■dollars  saf  to  that?  He  sets  aside  all  that  has 
lieea  said  >bout  the  value  of  commerce,  and  goes 
>j^o  show  tWat  corjmerce  has  gained  nothing  ;  but, 
feotwithstanding  this  intimation,  tliat  the  loans 
^'jlluded  tq  were  the  property  of  the  lenders,  is 
•^  nresumed.^ 

?  But  the*e  considerations  are  foreign  to  the  ob- 
V  •Ject  of  th«4  bill.     The  bill  proposes  to  give  power 

"fO  borrow:  money.     Pass  the  bill,  and  leave  the 
•  :^xecution'with  the  agent  authorized,  and  let  him 

that  business  will   rest  with 


.:  i)orrow    if  he  can 
't  liim  and  rtie  banks. 

«  *   We  are   asked   whether  we  can  balance  the 

:■*.  "hower  of  the  British  in  Canada?     We  answer, 

:r' ires — what  one  nation  has  done,  another  nation 

V  <n  similar  or  better  circumstances  can  do.     The 

."  ^British,  with  the  strons  aid  of  the  then  Colonies, 

^balanced  the  power  of  France,  aided  by  tribes  of 

rsavage  Indians, la  Canada  ;  and  the  United  States 

;;.:are   able  to  balance  the  power  of  Great  Britain, 

ijaided  by  savage  tribes  of  Indian  allies,  in  Cana- 

Jda  ;  the  event,  however  distant,  will  be. 


stitution  of  the  United  States,  had  power  to  make 
laws  of  naturalization,  and  that  all   or  most  of 
them  did   legislate   on    that  power,  is  manifest. 
The  powers  of  the  several  States  on  that  subject, 
by  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution,  were  com- 
bined and  delegated  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  on  this  is  bottomed  the  clause  in  the 
Constitution  which  declares  Congress  shall  have 
power  '•  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation."    This  Constitution  we  are  all  solemnly 
bound  to  support  against  every  power  impugning 
it,  and  against  all  laws,  pretended  laws.  rules,and 
regulations,  militatin":  against  it.     By  the  prin- 
ciple in  the  Constitution,  no  foreign  person  is  ex- 
cluded from  naturalization  in  the  United  Slates. 
When  the  people  of  any  country  are  proved  to  be 
created  and  born  for  the  use  and  service  of  Kings 
apd  Monarchs,  and  not  Kings  and  Monarchs  for 
the  People,  then  will  the  arguments  against  nat- 
uralization have  some  appearance  of  being  cor- 
rect.    To   make  the  argument  against  naturali- 
zation correct  and  conclusive,  to  prove  that  the 
people  of  independent  nations,  at  their  national 
origin,  surrendered  all  their  natural  and  individ- 
ual right  of  renouncing  and  removing  from  one 
nation   to  another,  is  absolutely  necessary.     He 
wha  thinks  he  can  do  this  will  do  right  to  begin  ; 
any   argument  bottomed  on  usurped  power  will 
not  be  admitted.     The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereot, 
are  the  supreme  law  of  this  land  ;  anything  in  the 
mysterious  constituiion,  laws,  rules,  regulations 


'iow.rha;t:":air,r"'specMo-na.u,al,-    aod  0,de,s  ,„  Couoc.lof  Gre..  BrnaTn  .o  the 
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:  :zation.  the  Actof  Confederation  and  the  Consiitu- 
i;  ition  give  a  full  answer.  The  great  men  who 
*-4signed  and  maintained  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
»  ^pendence,  believed  in  the  doctrine  of  naturaliza- 
,v  -lion.  With  other  causes  and  facts  for  that  dec- 
t  ^laration  against  Great  Britain,  they  state—'  She 
'  '  hasendeavoredtopreventthe  population  of  the-e 
.  V  States;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws 
«  i  '  for  naturalization  of  foreigners  ;  refusing  to  pass 

•  others  loencourage  their  emigration  hilher,and 
'  raising  the  conditions  of  the  appropriations  of 

•  land."     This  is  the  declaration  of  the  founders 
of  American  independence.     They  who  in  those 
days  opposed  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
are  presumed  to  have  resisted  strenuously  against 
that  declaration,  insisting  that  Great  Britain  had 
a  right  to  do  the  facts  stated  ;  and  now,  after  the 
United  States  of  America  have  been  an  indepen- 
dent nation  thirty-six   years,  to  have  reason  to 
believe  there  now  are  they  who  resist  a  principle 
maintained  by  the  founders  of  that  independence, 
a  principle  for  which,  with  other   principles  of 
independence,  ihe   ever    to    be    revered  General 
Washington    fought  and    suffered  the  troubles 
and  privations  of  a  seven  yee.rs'  war  against  Great 
Britain  ;  for  which  principle,  and  others  of  inde 
pendence,  the  people  of  ihe  United  Slates  did 
mutually    pledge  to  each   olher  their  lives,  their 
foriunt-;s,  and  their  sacred  honor;  and  for  which 
so  mafly   brave   men  suffered,  and   to  establish 
which  so  many  gallant  men  sacrificed  their  lives, 
is  painful  in  the  extreme.     That  each   State  of 
this  UaioDj  previous  to  the  ratification  of  the  Con- 
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contrary  notwithstanding.  To  inquire  whether, 
to  carry  into  oj)eraiion  by  the  legislative  act  any 
principle  of  the  Constitution  be  obligatory  on 
Congress,  is  not  necessary  in  this  case  ;  because 
Cont^ress  by  legislative  acts  has  made  provision 
for  the  operation  of  the  principle  of  naturaliza- 
tion, and  these  acts  are  the  supreme  law  of  this 
land;  to  resist  them,  and  to  deny  the  privileges 
by  them  offered,  is  dashing  against  a  mountain 
of  adamant. 

A  comparative  view  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  and  of  the  Administrations 
of  President  Washington,  of  President  Adams, 
of  President  Jefferson,  of  President  Madison,  and 
of  the  war — the  depreciation  of  paper  money,  the 
modes  of  its  reduction  and  payment,  the  various 
speculations  attending  it — and  soldiers' certificate 
business — may  only   be  noticed.     These    things 
are  remembered.     That  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  at  the  commencement  of  President  Jeffer- 
son's Administration,  was  more  than  the  whole 
debt  first  assumed  by  the  United  States,  has  been 
exhibited    to   view.     This  may    be  passed  over. 
In  the  time  of  the  Administration  of  President 
.Madison,  even  since  the  declaration  of  war,  pro- 
digious quantities  of  breadstuffs  and  other  provi- 
sions have  gone  to  the  enemy  and  his  savage  &i- 
lifs — and  by  this  means  the  pr.ce  of  these  articles 
has  been  raised,  and  of  course  the  expense  of  the 
war  has  been  greatly  increased.     Other  causes  of 
accumulating  expense,  and  arising  from  the  uni- 
form resistance  to  the  operations  of   the  Govern- 
ment before  and  since  the  declaration  of  war,  can 
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be  related,  but  being  publicly  known  are  passed 
over. 

Often  has  the  following  proposition  been  dragged 
into  argument — "If  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  been  known,  the  war  would  not  have 
been."  And  pray  what  will  that  prove?  That 
the  Orders  in  Council  existed,  and  injured  the 
United  States.  But  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
not  repealed  irrevocably.  Another  proposition, 
with  the  mighty  particle  if,  will  complete  the 
argument,  viz:  If  the  Orders  in  Council  had  not 
been  made  to  operate  against  the  United  Slates 
the  war  would  not  have  been. 

That  '•  the  controversy  is  owing  to  ourselves," 
has  been  said.  Admitted  :  But  not  in  the  sense 
intended  by  the  gentleman  who  used  that  propo- 
sition. Let  the  word  »/ be  used,  and  the  propo- 
sitions following  will  exhibit  the  truth  of  the  first 
proposition.  If  the  United  Stales  had  never  ex- 
isted as  an  independent  nation,  the  war  would  not 
have  been.  If  the  United  States  had  not  resisted 
the  usurpations  of  Great  Britain,  the  war  would 
not  have  been.  If  the  United  States  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  usurpations  of  Great  Britain,  ihen 
the  war  would  not  have  been.  What  a  wonder- 
ful little  fellow  this  little  word  t/is! 

Frequently  have  the  words  '•  make  peace"  been 
repeated.  The  I'requent  use  of  the^e  words  seems 
to  intimate  that  the  diplomatic  proceedings  with 
Great  Britain  during  the  Administration  of  all 
the  Presidents  of  the  United  Stales,  respectively, 
have  not  been  attended  to.  Let  all  the  documents 
containing  these  proceedings  be  carefully  read  ; 
and  they  will  show  that  the  subject  of  them  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  was  to  remove  and 
prevent  the  operation  of  the  usurpations  which 
have  ultimately  compelled  the  United  States  to 
declare  war  against  Great  Britain. 

That  "  as  empire  is  extended,  the  Government 
is  weakened,"  has  been  asserted.  If  this  propo- 
sition be  correct,  the  converse  is  also  correct  ; 
that  is,  as  extent  of  empire  is  diminished,  the 
Government  is  strengthened.  Hence  it  follows, 
that  if  the  empire  of  ihe  United  States  was  con- 
fined within  the  limitsof  theSlate  of  Connecticut, 
the  Government  would  be  stronger  than  it  now 
is;  and  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  (being 
substantially  the  Government)  that  is,  the  people 
then  within  the  limits  of  Connecticut,  would  be 
stronger  than  all  the  people  of  the  United  States 
now  are.  will  be  a  consequence.  This  sort  of 
argument  corresponds  in  propriety  with  another 
observation,  "thesmaller  the  majority  the  strong- 
er;  and  the  greater  a  minority  the  weaker." 
Strange  indeed  !  wonderfully  strange  arguments 
against  the  bill ! 

What  would  the  Opposition  have  us  to  do? 
Do  they  desire  that  we  shall  reject  this  bill  and 
cease  to  provide  means  to  support  the  Army  and 
the  Navy  ?  Do  the  Opposition  desire  that  our 
Army  shall  be  disbanded— that  our  little  Navy 
shall  be  laid  up,  and  our  seamen  discharged  ? 
Discharge  the  Army— lay  up  the  Navy— leave 
the  frontiers  open  to  an  enemy  void  of  mercy  and 
abandoned  to  cruelty — and  you  will  (to  speak  in 
the  languageofalaie  eloquent  man)  hear  in  every 


breeze  and  blast  of  wind  from  the  North  and 
Northwest  the  cries  and  shrieks  and  groans  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  scalped,  massacred, 
and  dying  under  the  scalping  knife,  hatchet  and 
other  implements  of  death  wielded  with  barba- 
rous ferocity  by  the  hands  of  the  painted  enemy 
and  his  savage  allies.  Do  the  Opposition  desire 
that  state  of  things  ?  Do  the  Opposition  desire 
that  our  Commissioners  to  Gottenburg  shall  be 
instructed  to  submit  to  any  terms  Great  Britaia 
shall  impose  ?  If  the  Opposition  desire  this  state 
of  things,  let  them  speak  out  directly  ;  for,  if  right, 
they  need  not  be  silent  on  these  points. 

Let  the  blank  in  the  bill  be  filled,  and  let  the 
bill  pass ;  the  money  will  be  obtained,  and  will 
be  to  support  the  Army  and  the  Navy.  The 
Army  and  the  Navy  are  praised  and  extolled  for 
victories  obtained  over  the  enemy.  Praise  alone, 
however  delectable,  will  not  do.  Praise  alone  is 
for  immaterial  beings.  Praise  may  feed  the  soul, 
but  will  not  feed  nor  clothe  the  body.  We  praise 
the  gallant  seamen  of  the  Navy  for  their  mighty 
deeds.  They  are  far  beyond  all  praise;  and  if 
we  deny  it  to  them,  the  wild  and  tame  animals, 
who  feed  on  the  grass  and  herbage  of  the  United 
States,  will  open  their  mouths  and  utter  bound- 
less praises  to  the  brave  men  who  defend  the  soil 
on  which  groweth  their  food  from  the  inveterate 
enemy.  Let  us,  then,  give  to  the  Army  and  to  the 
Navy  sufficient  for  support,  and  they  will  defend, 
and  with  strong  hand  maintain,  the  sovereign 
rights  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  Humphreys  said  he  rose  with  diffidence 
to  address  the  House,  on  a  subject  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  of  more  importance  than  any  which 
had  or  probably  would  occupy  the  attention  of 
Congress  during  the  pres>eni  session.  In  vaia 
have  laws  been  passed  for  adding  three  regiments 
of  riflemen  to  the  present  establishment,  and 
making  other  provisions  for  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  ensuing  campaign,  if  the  bill  now 
under  consideration  should  be  rejected.  It  was 
the  master  spring  by  which  the  whole  warlike 
machinery  of  the  country  was  to  be  set  in  mo- 
tion, and  if  it  were  rejected  we  should  be  under 
the  necessity  of  submitting  to  whatever  terms 
the  enemy  might  think  proper  to  dicute  and 
impose. 

For  his  part,  he  was  satisfied  of  the  justice 
of  the  war;  that  it  could  not  be  avoided  without 
sacrificing  the  interest  and  independence  of  the 
United  Slates;  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  resources 
of  the  country  were  amply  sufficient  for  its  prose- 
cution and  ultimate  honorable  and  successful 
termination.  He  did  not,  therefore,  think  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
SuErrEv)  that  no  appropriation  of  money  for  its 
support  ought  to  be  made. 

Tliat  genilemau  (Mr.  S.)  had,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  his  argument,  endeavored  to  prove,  by  a 
variety  of  facts  and  deductions,  that  there  was 
too  great  a  scarcity  of  capital  for  the  purposes  of 
trade  within  the  United  States;  that  the  present 
measure  was  calculated  to  diminish  the  stock 
and  wansfer  it  into  the  hands  of  foreigners — so 
that,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years'  war,  the 
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^rculating  tnediutn  would  not  be  adequate  to 
itie  oriioaty  purposes  of  internal  trade, 
'  •  This  statement  of  the  result  of  the  present  meas- 
Suje  would,  if  correct,  be  productive  of  gloomy  and 
fcjinful  reflections  ;  but,  without  an  extraordinary 
yjiowledge  of  the  finances,  it  could  be  easily 
^ii-raonstrated  that  the  position  was  altogether 
ifcr/oneous. 

f  -When  the  Government  want  money,  a  quan- 
iiiy  of  stock  is  crtated  equal  to  the  sum  required ; 
lithich  stock  is  nothing  more  than  the  under- 
taking of  Goverryment  to  pay  the  amount  of  the 
frincipal  and  interest  of  the  money  which  they 
$nay  borrow  of  indiTidaals,  in  the  manner  and 

i'ccording  to  the  stipulation  which  may  be  au- 
Ivorized  and  agreed  upon;  this  stock  or  assump- 
ion  is  sold  to  the  capitalists  of  the  country,  who 
gy  the  purchase  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
Jrtited  States,  and  again  it  is  disbursed  in  pay  to 
h«  soldiers,  mariners,  and  agriculturists,  for  the 
u-pporl  of  Government,  and  in  the  prosecution 
vfthe  war.     Thus,  if  ten  millions  be   borrowed 
Itjithe  course  of  the  year,  it  gets  into  general  cir- 
f  tilttion  ;  every  person  in  the  community  receives 
k  riortion  of  benefit  from  it,  because  it  is  added  to 
\hx  circulating  noedium  of  the  country;  a  part 
Jrrtibles  the  farmer  to  pay  his  taxes,  and  the  bal- 
(;uce  falling  into  the  hands  of  individuals  may 
fcdnslitule  a  fund  for  future  loans  to  the  Govern- 
Irwent,  if  necessity  require  it. 
',    But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  '•contends 
|h:e  stock  will  be  taken  up  by  foreigners,  and  pro- 
Iluce  the  evils  he  apprehends."     Should  Govern- 
iopnt   have  occasion  for  twenty-five  millions — 
Jvliich  is  believed  to  be  the  sum  required  on  the 
J)iesent  occasion — we  will  suppose  the  stock  to 

taase  the  money  be  sold  in  Europe; — the  money 
o';  which  U  is  sold  will  be  introduced  into  the 
Jbited  States,  and  put  into  general  circulation, 
fiE?  has  beeii  befote  observed  ;  by  which  process 
Iiri  addition  of  twenty-five  millions  is  made  to  the 
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capital  of  the  country,  which  will  not 


psicape  for  fifteen  or  eighteen  years,  the  length  of 
nine  dependent  on  the  amount  of  interest  which 
Sijannually  paid.  So  far,  then,  from  the  opinion 
ixj'the  gentleman  being  correct,  the  very  reverse 
^t'what  he  seems  to  apprehend  will  be  the  result; 
lirid  the  only  danger  is,  that  the  too  great  increase 
wC  currency  may  produce  a  difference  between 
Vlie  nominal  and  real  value  of  property,  or  rather 
^'-diminution  of  the  value  of  all  property  from 
•which  there  is  a  fixed  income.  But  it  is  believed 
AUat  no  danger  is  to  be  feared  from  this  source, 
JW  the  gentleman  himself  contends  that  the  capi- 
■d  employt}d  in  trade  and  in  mechanical  opera- 
'>i<»ns  is  inadequate  to  the  purposes  required,  and 
iifis  clear  tiiat  improvements  in  any  parts  of  the 
jBtates  would  progress  more  spiritedly  if  the  im- 
provers could  be  possessed  of  a  sufficient  capital, 
I  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion 
vWuih  manyof  those  gentlemen  (in  whose  correct- 
*a^ss  he  had  much  confidence)  who  declared  the 
^t)«lief  that  it  was  improper  on  this  occasion  to 


of  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  refutintr  the 
assertion  repeatedly  made,  both  on  this  floor* and 
elsewhere,  that  the  war  is  unjust,  unnecessary, 
and  inexpedient. 

As  to  the  justice  of  the  war,  there  could  b«  no 
doubt; — when  it  was  considered  that  evidence 
conclusive  was  obtained  at  the  battle  of  Tippe- 
canoe, fought  before  the  war,  and  from  other 
sources,  that  the  Indians  were  excited  to  hostili- 
ties by  the  British  ;  were  supplied  with  arms,  am- 
munition, and  every  disposition  to  commence  war 
on  our  frontiers.  Emissaries  were  sent  from  the 
northern  to  the  southern  tribes,  and  strong  solici- 
tations made,  and  promises  of  support  given  to 
the  southern  Indians  provided  they  would  join 
the  coalition  against  the  United  States.  The 
horrid  and  indescribable  massacre  which  was 
perpetrated  near  the  mouth  of  Duck  river,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  by  the  Creek  Indians — that 
which  was  committed  at  Fort  Mimms,  and  the 
war  which  the  brave  people  of  Tennessee  and 
Georgia  now  prosecute  almost  to  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  deluded  Creeks — may  all  be  attributed 
to  the  barbarous  and  savage  policy  and  manage- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  These  facts  are  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  endeavor  to  expel  from  Can- 
ada all  British  influence  and  power. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Sheffey)  had  treated  the  subject  of  impressment 
with  some  degree  of  levity,  and  stated  that  the 
figures  6275  made  a  great  show  in  the  public 
newspapers. 

The  impressment  of  Americans  is  sufficient 
cause  for  war.  If  there  be  six  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  American  citizens  restrained 
of  their  liberty  by  British  tyranny,  compelled  to 
serve  in  a  state  of  bondage  even  against  their 
own  country,  is  there  any  person  possessing  a 
correct  idea  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  know- 
ing that  the  British  Government  decline  giving 
them  up.  and  refuse  to  make  any  arrangement  of 
the  practice  of  seizing  the  Americans  on  the  high 
seas,  who  can  reasonably  believe  these  things 
should  be  submitted  to  without  a  contest?  Whe- 
ther these  men  are  naturalized  according  to  the 
existing  laws,  or  native  citizens,  is  not  material, 
they  are  bound  to  the  performance  of  the  same 
duties,  and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  and 
protection  from  Government:  it  is  certain  there 
are  many  of  both  descriptions. 

It  IS  alleged,  probably  by  way  of  extenuation, 
that  the  account  is  incorrect  as  to  the  number  of 
Americans  in  the  British  fleet;  but  it  is  not  de- 
nied thai  the  number  is  considerable.  Mr.  H. 
said  he  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  what  num- 
ber of  citizens,  and  of  what  degree,  were  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  nation;  for  his  part,  he 
had  believed  the  number  to  be  unimportant.  It 
was  the  principle  for  which  the  United  States 
should  contend,  and  if  American  citizens  were 
restrained  of  liberty,  held  in  bondage  by  foreign 
nations,  it  was  a  question  between  nations,  to  be 
decided  by  war,  if  negotiation  failed.  The  value 
of  national  rights  cannot  be  estimated  ;  every  in- 
fraction must  be  resisted  ;  submission  only  in- 
creases the  difficulty  of  redress,  and  the  precedent 
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is   pleaded   against  us.    The  honorable  gentle- 1 
man  from  Virginia  has  said  that   England  was  a  ' 

firoud  nation,  and   had  made  war  for  the  Falk- 
and  Islands  and  other  fooleries. 

It  is  true  that  England  has  assumed  a  manly 
and  dignified  attitude — her  pride  has  led  her  into 
some  errors  which  have  been  productive  of  na- 
tional evil;  but  that  pride  induced  her  to  repel 
all  invasions  of  her  rights  and  independence,  and 
has  contributed  in  a  great  degree  to  produce  that 
exalted  rank  which  she  now  holds  among  nations. 
Suppose  that  all  the  injuries  which  the  United  ' 
States  complain  of  were  practised  by  them  against  ] 
Great  Britain  ;  that  those  Slates  were  to  attempt,  j 
from  an  adjoining  territory,  to  excite  the  Indians 
to  hostilities,  to  corrupt  their  citizens,  subvert  ; 
their  Constitution  and  destroy  their  independence 
as  a  nation ;  trespass  upon  their  commercial  rights 
and  seize  upon  their  subjects,  in  violation  of  all 
law.  and  lead  them  in  slavery  on  the  high  seas, 
would  not  every  man  in  England  admit  that  war 
would  be  justinable — would  it  be  considered  the 
result  of  unreasonable  pride,  or  anything  but 
patriotism  or  necessity  ?  Yet  it  has  been  said 
the  war  made  under  these  circumstances  by  the 
United  States  against  England  is  a  wicked,  un- 
just, and  murderous  war. 

With  respect  to  the  conquest  of  Canada,  it 
was  perfectly  justifiable.  It  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  United  States  if  the  war  against 
Britain  in  the  Canadian  province  should  be  con- 
sidered an  offensive  operation,  still  it  was  legiti- 
mate and  Constitutional ;  but  can  any  operation 
of  this  nation,  whether  by  land  or  sea,  be  con- 
sidered as  olher  than  defensive,  if  it  be  calculated 
to  repel  the  enemy  or  disable  him  for  the  further 
prosecution  or  continuance  of  the  evils  of  which 
the  United  States  had  such  just  grounds  of  com- 
plaint ?  The  war  was  commenced  for  the  defence 
of  American  rights,  of  property,  persons,  and 
principles;  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  every 
act  may  be  considered  as  defensive,  which  will 
conduce  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  for 
which  hostilities  were  commenced.  The  con- 
quest of  Canada,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  English 
power  from  the  American  continent,  would  oper- 
ate most  powerfully  in  depriving  the  enemy  of 
the  means  of  annoying  our  commerce  and  prey- 
ing upon  our  citizens. 

Halifax  is  the  place  of  general  rendezvous  for 
the  British  vessels  on  the  American  station — the 
place  at  which  they  may  be  repaired,  watered, 
victualled,  and  supplied;  in  a  convenient  latitude 
between  the  West  Indies  and  England.  The 
ports  of  the  West  India  islands  are  not  suitable 
to  shipping.  Without  a  footing  on  the  continent, 
without  Canada,  in  fact  (which,  as  early  as  the 
year  1762,  was  considered  necessary  to  the  British 
power  in  America)  the  same  quantity  of  shipping 
could  not  be  supported  on  the  United  States 
coast,  nor  remain  for  so  great  a  length  of  time  as 
at  present,  A  small  fleet  would  in  general  give 
us  the  command  of  the  American  seas,  interrupt 
and  almost  destroy  their  commerce  with  their 
southern  colonies,  and  force  them  to  respect  our 
rights  more  effectually  than  is  in  the  power  of 


the  strongest  maritime  State  in  Europe ;  the  Bri- 
tish influence  over  the  Indians  would  be  wrested 
from  them,  and  the  women  and  children  on  the 
western  frontier  would  rest  in  security  and  peace. 

This  war  is  not.  as  insinuated  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Shipherd.)  for 
the  purpose  of  cutting  the  throats  of  innocent 
Canadians  ;  and  surely  no  man  is  weak  enough 
to  believe  that  injury  to  the  Canadians  is  intended 
by  our  Government.  It  is  against  the  British 
power  and  influence  on  this  continent,  continu- 
ally used  to  our  destruction. 

Were  the  question  asked,  Should  the  war  be 
continued  merely  for  the  subjection  of  Canada? 
the  answer  would  be,  no — not  because  the  pro- 
ceeding would  be  unjust,  but  because  the  war 
should  be  abandoned  when  Great  Britrin  did  us 
justice,  yielded  us  the  object  for  which  we  con- 
tended in  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and 
consented  to  make  a  permanent  and  honorable 
peace, 

Mr,  CuLPEPER  spoke  as  follows:  Mr,  Chair- 
man, before  the  question  is  taken,  I  desire  to  as- 
sign some  of  the  reasons  which  governed  me  in 
the  course  I  have  pursued,  and  for  the  votes  which 
I  have  given,  and  which  I  expect  to  give,  upon 
this  and  sundry  other  subjects  connected  with  it, 
viz:  embargo,  non-importation,  war,  army  bills, 
and  appropriations.  I  connect  the  embargo  with 
the  question  of  filling  the  blank,  not  because  of 
its  relation  to  this  subject,  but  because  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr,  McKee)  commenced 
his  attack  upon  us  by  charging  us  with  voting 
against  the  embargo  in  December,  1807,  I  did 
vote  against  the  embargo  in  1807,  and  have  voted 
against  it  every  time  it  has  been  proposed  since, 
fur  several  reasons:  First,  because  I  did  believe 
it  would  injure  us  more  than  the  Europeans,  by 
destroying  or  diminishing  the  spirit  of  industry 
and  enterprise  for  which  our  citizens  are  so  re- 
markable. The  farmer,  deprived  of  the  prospect 
of  a  profitable  sale  for  his  surplus  produce,  will 
have  fewer  inducements  to  industry,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  embargo,  than  when  he  has 
the  prospect  of  a  profitable  market;  and  it  must, 
and  certainly  will,  have  the  same  effect  upon  every 
branch  of  industry.  Second,  because,  if  it  does 
affect  the  enemy  in  any  degree,  and  I  admit  it 
will,  it  must  fall  almost  exclusively  upon  the  poor, 
who  are  already  miserable,  and  who  have  little  or 
no  voice  in  the  Government  of  England.  Third, 
because  we  have  an  extensive  maritime  frontier, 
blockaded  by  a  formidable  navy,  which,  though 
it  consisted  (as  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  tell  us)  of  one  hundred  ships,  was  unable 
so  effectually  to  guard  our  coasl  as  to  prevent  us 
from  a  profitable  commerce,  I  believed,  when 
we  blockaded  the  whole  of  our  coast  by  our  em- 
bargo, the  one  hundred  British  ships,  then  stretch- 
ed from  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  on  the  north- 
east, to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the  southwest,  a 
distance  of  near  two  thousand  miles,  would  be  re- 
lieved from  the  arduous  task  of  such  a  blockade, 
and  have  little  else  to  do  but  to  concentrate  their 
forces,  and  annoy  us  much  more  effectually  than 
they  have  by  their  blockade.    These,  sir,  are  some 
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0^  the  reasons  wliich  induced  me  to  vote  against 
^jie  erabarfo,  and  I  have  seen  or  heard  nothins: 
■fkice  to  alter  my  opinion.  I  fear  my  scruples  will 
confirmed,  for  I  place  no  reliance  on  the  mag- 
jnimity.  justice,  or  mercy  of  the  British,  as  an 
liijeray.     I;;Jut,  if  I  had  doubted  the  correctness  of 

K"  ty  vote  upon  this  subject,  the  effects  of  your  era- 
irgo.  since  it  became  a  law,  would  have  removed 
VtJ  my  doubts.    I  begin  with  a  circumstance  which 
SiHppened   in   Alexandria,  which,  though   limited 
IbMis  effect^,  may  be  of  some  importance:  A  ciii- 
,<(■«  of  thisjplace  had  purchased   sixty  bushels  of 
.)»;|sters,  wluch  he  had  put  on  board  of  the  packet 
4'iuch  runs'daily  from  Alexandria  to  this   place  ; 
Mi  also  pur^rhased  a  few  barrels  of  flour,  (perhaps 
Vur  or   live.)  which   he  was  about  to  send   on 
)->ard  ;  the  collector,  who  I  understand  had  just 
(jceived  notice  of  the  embargo,  considered  it  his 
J:ity  to  demand  security,  conformably  to  the  pro- 
iri^ion  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo;  the  owner 
ir  conductor  of  the  packet,  either  unable  or   un- 
;  ,v|lling  to  give  the  security,  or  }or  want  of  time 
oidraw  a  bond,  omitted  to  comply.     The  conse- 
;iience  wa<.  the  packet  had  to  be  detained   until 
ill'  oysters  were  disembarked  ;  and  the  men  (as  I 
,t>  informed)  had  to  give  three  dollars  to  a  cart- 
a|in  to  haul  a  load  on  the  turnpike  the  next  day. 
A«Norlh  Carolina,  the   State  which   I   have   the 
I'^or  to  represent  in   part,  it  has  prevented   the 
^anufacturprs  of  salt  from  procuring  the  lumber 
«icessary  fijr  extending  the  manufactory  of  that 
iM-iraportaiit  article;   and    when    my   honorable 
iilleague,  (Mr.  Kino.)  the  other  day,  proposed  so 
a, amend  a  bill  upon  the  subject  as  to  extend  the 
*'|vilege  of  transporting  lumber  to  be  exclusively 
.fgployed    iji    manufacturing   salt,  the   proposed 
iiiftendment.  was  rejected. 

t  Another  (jase  lately  occurred  in  New  York.    A 

a»ge  sura  of  cash  drawn  by  a  man,  or  by  a  num- 

f-r  of  men,' out  of  the  banks  in  New  York,  was, 

y.  the  ordeijs  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New 

ork,  (whoj  it  is  said,  was  a  manager  in   one  of 

be  banks.)  forcibly  taken  from  the  person  or  per- 

>ps  havingith^charge  of  it,  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 

Uiions  of  i^e  act  laying  an  embargo,  and  depos- 

jtod,  It  is  say,  in  the   vaults  of  the   bank  out  of 

tv^ich  a  gre^t  part  of  it  had  been  drawn.    It  may 

l#fsupposed;the  collector  exceeded  his  authority. 

l^t  us  exaitjine  the  law.     The  0th  section  says: 

I  '*  And  be  i^  further  enact edj  That  the  collectori  of 

illithe  districw  of  the  United  tStates  shall  be,  and  they 

ii'l  hereby,  authorized  to  take  into  their  custody  specie, 

[f.any  artic^a  of  domestic  growth   or  manufacture, 

Ji^d  on  board  of  any  ship  or   vessel,  boat,  or  water 

T^ft,  when  tHere  is  reason  to  believe  they  are  intended 

')*  exportaUbn,  or  when   in    vessels,  carts,  wagons, 

|:<jgh8,  or  auy  other  carriage,  or  in   any  manner  ap- 

a,*entiy  on  liieir  way  towards  the  territories  of  a   for- 

<^  nation,  {)r  the  vicinity  thereof,  or  towards  a  place 

}fere  such  articles  are  intended  to   be  exported ;  and 

i  to  permiK  such  articles  to   be  removed   until   bond 

li'h  8ufficiei;t  sureties  phall  have   been   given   for   the 

ding  or  delivering  of  the  same  in  some  place  of  the 

Ijjited  Sutei,  whence,  in  the  opinion  of  the  collector, 
ivre  shall  nij>t  be  any  danger  of  such   articles   being 
x'>orted."     ; 
Now,  sifjit  is  certain  the  act  laying  an  embar- 


go  did  authorize,  if  it  did  not  make  it  the  duty  of, 
the  collectors  to  do  as  they  have  done;  and  I  find 
no  provision  in  the  law  to  prevent  the  collectors 
from  taking  in  their  custody  all  the  specie  or  pro- 
duce, removed  or  attempted  to  be  removed  from 
one  part  of  the  Union  to  another,  as  we  have  ene- 
mies and  foreign  territories  all  around  us,  from 
East  to  West,  and  from  North  to  South,  the  col- 
lectors being  authorized  to  judge  appearances. 

From  such  a  law,  from  such  a  construction, 
from  such  an  execution  of  such  a  law,  I  pray  God 
in  merry  to  preserve  me,  my  country,  and  pos- 
terity !  But  other  circumstances  have  proved  the 
embargo  inexpedient  and  oppressive.  In  thirty 
days  after  t!ie  pas.^age  of  the  law,  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill,  and  hurried  it  through  the 
House,  informed  us  that  seven  thousand  persons 
inhabiting  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  in  Massachu- 
setts, were  ^ta^ving  under  this  measure;  they  re- 
ported a  bill  for  their  relief,  and  urged  its  imme- 
diate passage  to  prevent  them  from  starving. 
The  same  committee  have  also  reported  another 
bill  for  the  relief  of  owners  or  masters  of  vessels, 
to  permit  such  as  were  absent  from  home,  whea 
they  first  heard  of  the  embargo,  to  return  with 
their  vessels  in  ballast,  or  with  such  cargoes  as 
they  had  on  board  when  notified  of  the  embargo, 
provisions  and  passengers  excepted.  The  votes 
of  members  in  the  minority  have  been  noticed  as 
a  proof  of  Federal  inconsistency.  I  cannot  fully 
comprehend  the  modern  definition  of  Federal  in- 
consistency;  but,  my  Federal  consistency  is  to 
meet  every  subject  fairly,  weigh  it  impartially, 
and  vole  as  my  judgment  approves.  With  this 
kind  of  consistency,  I  voted  against  the  bill.  I 
find  the  advocates  of  that  measure  are  getting 
tired  of  It;  and,  as  this  bill  afforded  but  partial 
relief.  I  presumed,  if  tlie  country  could  prove  the 
operation  of  this  measure  as  proposed  by  its  au- 
thors, it  would  be  given  up  as  inexpedient  and 
oppressive. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  charges  us  tvith 
voting  against  the  noii-importation.  Yes,  sir,  I 
voted  against  it  as  a  weak  measure,  which  can 
have  no  injurious  effect  upon  England  now  the 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine  is  dissolved,  and  Bona- 
parte has,  though  perhaps  reluctantly,  abandoned 
his  continental  system,  and  nearly  the  whole  of 
Europe;  when  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  Sweden. 
Holland,  Spain,  Portugal,  Bavaria,  Saxony,  Wir- 
temberg,  Hanover,  the  Hanse  towns,  the  islands 
of  the  Adriatic,  and  perhaps  Italy  and  Switzer- 
land, are  all  in  alliance  or  friendship  with  Eng- 
land, and  her  manufactures  and  the  price  of  labor 
have  advanced  in  that  country  thirty  per  cent,  in 
a  short  time.  If  we  could  exclude  England  from 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  then,  sir,  I  could  con- 
sent to  try  the  experiment ;  but  to  relinquish  or 
suspend  our  own  commercial  pursuits  to  coerce 
her,  in  the  present  state  of  things.  I  cannot  con- 
sent. 

I  come  now  to  the  war.  I  shall  not  go  back  to 
the  Revolution  to  search  for  the  causes  of  war; 
nor  shall  I  attempt  to  decide  between  France  and 
England,  which  commenced  or  which  has  been 
most  successful  in  its  encroachment  on  our  neu- 
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tral  rights  ;  but  I  shall  notice  some  of  the  circum- 
stances which  have  led  to  a  declaration  of  war. 
In  1810.  Congress,  tired  of  remonstrances  and  re- 
strictions, passed  a  law  providing  that,  in  case 
either  Great  Britain  or  France  should,  before  the 
3d  of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts 
as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  our  neutral 
commerce,  which  fact  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  declare  by  proclamation,  and  if  the 
other  nation  shall  not,  within  three  months  there- 
after, so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  in  like  man- 
ner, then  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  for  other  purpose?."  shall,  from  and 
after  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  date 
of  the  proclamation  aforesaid,  be  revived,  and 
have  full  force  and  effect,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
dominions,  colonies,  and  dependencies,  and  to  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufactures  of  the  domin- 
ions, colonies,  and  dependencies  of  the  nation  thus 
refusing  or  neglecting  to  modify  her  edicts  in  the 
manner  aforesaid  ;  and  the  restrictions  imposed 
by  the  act  shall,  from  and  after  the  date  of  such 
proclamation,  cease  and  be  discontinued  in  rela- 
tion to  the  nation  revoking  or  modifying  her  de- 
crees in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

The  French  Minister  informed  our  Government 
the  French  decrees  should  be  revoked,  or  so  modi- 
fied as  to  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce, 
on  the  first  of  November,  1810.  This  the  Presi- 
dent published,  and  by  proclamation  declared  the 
French  decrees  revoked  on  that  day,  and  the  re- 
strictions were  removed  from  French  produce  and 
manufacture?.  The  Briii>h  Government,  either 
doubting  or  professing  to  doubt  the  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees,  refused  to  revoke  her  Orders  in 
Council.  Both  Governments  persisted — our  Gov- 
ernment atlirming  the  French  decrees  repealed, 
and  the  British  Government  denying  the  fact. 
The  consequence  has  been  a  declaration  of  war 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  against 
the  United  Kingdom  of  England  and  Ireland,  and 
their  dependencies.  Let  us  examine  this  very 
extraordinary  decree,  and  the  time  and  manner  in 
•which  it  was  communicated  to  our  Government. 
In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  this  House,  dated 
June  21st,  the  Secretary  of  State  informed  us  in 
July,  that  the  first  intelligence  which  this  Gov- 
ernment received  of  the  French  decree,  was  on  the 
13th  of  July.  1812,just  twenty  five  days  after  our 
declaration  of  war  against  Ensland.  What  does 
this  repealing  decree  tell  us  ?  '■  Napoleon,  Emperor 
'  of  the  French.  &c.    On  the  report  of  our  Minister 

*  of  Foreign  Relations :  Seeing  by  a  law  passed  on 
'  the  2d  of  March.  1811,  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
'  led  States  has  ordered  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
'  Tisions  of  the  act  of  non-intercourse,  which  pro- 
'  hibits  the  vessels  and  Oierchandise  of  Great  Brt- 
'  ain,  her  colonies  and  dependencie.s,  from  entering 

*  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States ;  considering 
'  that  the  said  law  is  an  act  of  resistance  to  the  ar- 
'  bitrary  pretensions  consecrated  by  the  Orders  in 
'  Council,  and  a  formal  refusal  to  adhere  to  a  sys- 
'  tem  invadingtheindependence  of  neutral  Powers, 
'  and  of  their  flag,  we  have  decreed  and  do  decree 


'  at  follow>:  The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
'  are  definitively,  and  to  date  from  the  Isl  of  No- 
'  vember  last,  considered  as  not  having  existed  in 
'  regard  to  American  vessels." 

Here.  sir.  is  the  very  extraordinary  decree, 
about  which  we  have  had  so  many  di'^pules 
among  ourselves,  and  between  our  Government 
and  the  British  Government.  Can  any  gentle- 
man in  this  House  attend  to  this  repealing  de- 
cree, and  say  he  believes  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  were  unconditionally  repealed  in  Novem- 
ber, 1810?  If  any  can,  I  confess  I  cannot.  The 
Emperor,  so  far  from  informing  us  they  were  re- 
pealed on  that  day,  declares  it  is  done  in  consid- 
ation  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  subsequent  to 
that  period. 

I  come  next  to  inquire  into  the  reasons  for  car- 
rying on  the  war.  The  President  in  liis  Message 
at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  after  de- 
scribing our  relations  with  England,  says,  •'  under 
'  such  circumstances,  a  nation  proud  of  its  strength 
'  has  no  choice  but  an  exertion  of  the  one  in  sup- 
'  port  of  the  other" — that  is.  as  I  understand  it,  to 
exert  our  strength  in  support  of  our  rights;  and 
he  adds,  "to  this  determination  the  best  encour- 

•  agement  is  derived  from  the  success  with  which 
'  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  bless  our  arms 
'  both  on  the  land  and  on  the  water."  With 
what  success  has  he  been  pleased  to  bless  our 
arms  ?  When  Captain  Perry  and  his  brave  com- 
panions defeated  Captain  Barclay  on  Lake  Erie, 
and  captured  the  whole  of  the  British  fleet,  the 
British  destroyed  Fort  Maiden  and  fled;  General 
Harrison  crossed  over  the  lake,  pursued  and  over- 
took the  British  army,  commanded  by  General 
Proctor,  dispersed  the  army  and  captured  or  killed 
most  of  the  party.  Yea,  so  great  was  the  panic 
of  the  British  on  this  occasion,  they  retreated  and 
our  troops  took  possession  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  Upper  Canada,  and  with  expectations  of 
a  speedy  conquest,  pushed  on  towards  Montreal. 
What  has  been  the  consequence?  Our  com- 
manders have  informed  us.  General  Hampton, 
in  a  letter  of  the  1st  of  November,  after  describing 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  diflSculties  with 
which  the  army  under  his  command  had  to  en- 
counter, say*.  "  he  submitted  to  the  oflScers  of 
'  brigade,  regiments,  and  corps,  &c.,  the  propriety 
'  of  renewing   the  attack   upon  the  enemy,  and 

'  what  position  is  it  advisable  for  the  array  to  take; 
'  and  as  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  council, 
'  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  this 

•  array,  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  views  of  the  Gov- 
'  ernment,  that  we  immediately  return,  by  orderly 
'  marches,  to  such  a  position  as  will  secure  our 
'  communication  with  the  United  States,  either  to 
'  retire  into  winter  quarters,  or  to  be  ready  to  strike 
'  below,"  (tc. 

On  the  12th  November,  the  General,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary,  writes:  "I  should  be  uncandid  not  to 
'  own  that  many  circumstances  are  unpropitious. 
'  The  force  is  dropping  off  by  fatigue  and  sickness 
'  to  a  most  alarmingextent.  My  returns  yesterday 
'  report  the  effectives  at  little  more  than  half  their 
'  original  state  at  Chateaugay  ;  and,  which  is  more 
'  discouraging, the oflBcers, with  afewhonorableex- 
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f  f^ardship  a(id  privaiion  as  badly."  General  Wilk- 
Li\bD,  in  a  li'iter  to  General  Hampton,  November 
i^,  says:  "'.I  address  you  at  the  special  instance 
iyl'the  Secr:etary  of  War,  who  by  bad  roads,' worse 
kweather.  and  ill  health,  was  diverted  from  meet- 
fcijg  me.  and  has  determined  to  tread  back  his  steps 
^j)  Washington.  I  am  destined  to,  and  determined 
4j})on  the  attack  of  Montreal,  if  not  prevented  by 
^jome  act  of  God,"  &.c.  What  was  his  success  ? 
;tneral  Wtikinson,  after  describing  his  progress, 

tj  detailing  the  events  of  an  action  with  the 
Ihtish  on   ihe   11th,  in  which  he  claims  the  ad- 

iptage,  bul  admits  he  retired  with  the  loss  of  one 
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for  not  supportiog  this  war.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grundv,)  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  and  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Fisk.)  have  given  us 
several  lectures  upon  moral  treason  and  the  doc- 
trine of  morality.  I  know  not  by  what  rule  these 
gentlemen  try  our  morality ;  not  by  the  Constitu- 
tion or  laws  of  the  United  States  I  presume,  for  I 
have  not  wilfully  transgressed  these  laws,  and  I 
trust  gentlemen  are  not  prepared  to  charge  us 
with  the  violation  of  either  the  Constitution  or 
the  laws.  So  far  from  it.  sir,  I  have  given  the 
war  my  Constitutional  support,  and  shall  con- 
tinue to  do  so.  When  the  law  requires  me  to 
j:j-plece,  complains  of  General  Hampton,  who.  j  part  with  a  share  of  my  property  to  secure  the 


m  Hamilton's  account,  was  unavoidably  pre 
■Tiled  from  forming  a  junction  with  him  ;  and  on 
^t  13th  of  t(ie  sanie  month,  issues  a  general  order, 
li  which  he'says:  ^  Thus  deprived  of  a  large  por- 
"jjon  of  hij  promised  force,  the  Coramander-in- 
•kjhief  feels^  himself  bound,  by  a  sense  of  regard 
'ftb  this  meiiitorious  corps,  and  of  sacred  duly  to 
•^he  UnitedjStates.  to  spare  the  livesof  brave  men. 
H^i)d  not  to  hazard  the  character  or  interest  of  the 
"Ration  by  ;|n  unequal  conflict.  He  with  lively 
gretand  t>hedee{>est  mortiflcation  suspended  the 
tack  on  Montreal.'"  Here  ends  our  pleasing 
ospects  of; further  conquest.  But  we  had  still 
)  army  retraining  in  Canada,  stationed  at  Fort 
eorge,  under  ihe  command  of  General  McClure. 

f-i)w  we  coiue  to  his  progress.  On  the  10th  De- 
iraber,  he  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 
prom  the  most  indubitable  information,  I  learn 
feliat  the  epemy  are  advancing  in  force  ;  this  day 
fei  scouting  party  of  Colonel  Wilcox's  volunteers 
f>iame  in  contact  uiih  their  advance,  and  this 
^iiovement; determined  me  in  calling  a  council 
jf  officers. ;  They  all  accorded  in  opinion  with 
e,  that  ilje  fort  was  not  tenable  with  the  rem- 
Jiant  of  fojce  left  in  it.  I  in  consequence  gave 
Jjrders  for  qvacuaiing  the  fort  since  dusk,  and  the 
^tillage  of  A'ewark  is  now  in  flames." 
J^jFrom  thi^  letter,  and  subsequent  accounts  from 
2fat  quarter;  it  aj  pears  we  have  not  only  sus- 
f^nded  ihej^e  operations  for  extending  our  con- 
*^iiest,  but  hiave  abandoned  the  small  portion  of 
(tie  enemy'j  country  which  we  bad  gotten  pos- 
ICjssion  of.  ■  And  the  Commander-in-chief  was 
fcttuated  by  k  laudable  and  humane  desire  to  spare 
^w  lives  oi!  brave  men.  But  unfortunately  for 
tfs.  the  British  Ccmmander-in-cbief,  actuated  by 
^rotives  less,*  humane  than  our  General,  or  prob- 
tly  a  spin?  of  revenge,  had  deterramed  to  reiali- 
w  upon  U!»  for  burning  of  the  British  town  of 
ewark,  w|iich  he,  whether  correctly  or  incor- 
■ctly,  considered  as  an  act  of  cruelty,  this  act 
iing  done  f.'onformably  to  the  instructions  of  the 
St'creiary  of  War,  The  British  pursued  ;  crossed 
^.•er  the  licJe,  and  destroyed  several  of  our  forts  ; 
fjrned  sevi^ral  of  our  villages,  and  captured  a 
Lumber  of  yur  men,  and  possessed  themselves  of 
vije  important  post  of  Niagara,  on  our  frontier, 
ta  all  these'moveoients  and  efi*ecis,  I  discover  no 
¥(eat  encouragement  to  prosecute  this  war  of 
'<)Dquest. 

Ji  But  we  have  been  charged  with  moral  treason 
■  <  I 

i        i 


remainder,  I  do  it  cheerfully,  and  I  advise  my 
friends,  and  have  the  vanity  to  believe  they  will, 
when  called  on  to  defend  their  country,  march 
with  alacrity  ;  but  I  never  shall  advise  them  to 
enlist  for  the  purpose  of  invasion.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Sheffey)  has  proposed 
conscience  as  the  rule  of  morality — I  prefer  that 
to  any  rule  proposed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  ;  bul  I  know  of  no  unerring  rule 
of  morality,  except  the  unchangeable  and  eter- 
nal rule  of  right,  which  the  Author  of  our  exis- 
tence has  given  us  to  govern  our  conduct  by,  and 
in  which  rule  our  duties  lo  our  Creator  and  to 
each  olher  are  briefly  described.  By  examining 
these  duties,  we  find  they  originate  in  and  rise 
out  of  our  relation  to  God  and  dependence  upon 
him  ;  or  our  relation  to  and  dependence  upon  each 
other,  and  are  unchangeably  and  eternally  the 
same.  What  does  ihis  say  ?  Kill,  capture,  burn, 
sink,  and  destroy  ?  No,  sir — it  says:  Thou  shall 
not  kill;  thou  shall  not  steal;  thou  shall  not 
covet  anything  that  is  thy  neighbor's,  dec.  I  had 
no  idea  of  introducing  the  subject  of  morality 
into  this  House;  but,  as  gentlemen  have  been 
pleased  lo  introduce  the  subject,  let  us  have  the 
principle  fairly  settled.  I  do  not  say  gentlemen 
who  voted  for  and  are  in  favor  of  war,  have  vio- 
lated this  rule;  but  I  will  say,  I  have  not  violated 
it  by  refusing  to  kill.  This,  .'•ir,  is  the  rule  by 
which  1  expect  my  morality  to  be  tested  in  the 
presence  of  an  impartial  Judge,  by  whose  decis- 
ions we  must  all  abide.  While  it  is  the  passion 
of  some  to  rule,  of  some  to  accumulate,  and  of 
others  to  shine,  I  hope  the  leading  passion  of  ray 
heart  will  be  one  which  Heaven  inspires,  which 
reason  rectifies,  and  which  conscience  approves; 
that  of  preventing  all  the  evil  and  doing  all  the 
good  of  which  my  humble  powers  are  capable. 

I  come  next  to  take  notice  of  the  Army  bills 
for  carrying  on  this  war.  We  have  passed  bills 
to  authorize  the  raising  sixty-six  thousand  regu- 
lars, and  have  bills  on  their  passage  to  raise  many 
more  under  the  character  of  volunteers  if  they 
will  consent  to  serve  during  the  war.  I  have  ex- 
amined the  several  acts  of  Congress  for  organiz- 
ing the  Array  of  the  United  States  and  1  find  the 
regular  array  if  raised,  will  require,  if  organized 
upon  the  plan  of  the  present  Secretary  of  War, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  raise  the  raen  ;  I 
say  our  present  establishment  will  require  16  ma- 
jor generals,  32  brigadier  generals,  112  colonels, 
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112  majors,  66  surf  eons,  112  surgeon's  mates,  66  | 
sergeant  majors,  66  quartermaster  sergeants,  112 
principal  musicians,  660  captains,  1.9S0  lieuten- 
ants. 660  ensigns.  2,040  sergeants,  3.%0  corporals, 
1,320  musicians  ;  making;  in  the  whole  of  general, 
field,  staff,  commissioned,  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  12.412,  exclusive  of  commissaries,  chap- 
lains, dec.  We  have  no  information  as  to  the 
number  of  effective  men  in  our  armies,  this  ren- 
ders it  difficult  to  ascertain  the  probable  expense 
of  sixty-six  thousand,  if  the  ranks  are  filled.  A 
gentleman  from  NewYork  (Mr.  Grosvenor)  es- 
timates them  at  fifteen  thousand.  A  lale  Sena- 
tor. nowSecretary  of  the  Trea.'<ury, estimates  them 
at  eighteen  thousand.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  is  an  advocate  for  the  war,  and  it  is  to 
be  presumed  he  understands  the  subject,  which 
neither  the  gentleman  from  New  York  nor  my- 
self as  we  are  not  in  the  secrets  of  Government, 
do,  I  shall  therefore  take  his  statement  as  correct. 
If  then,  sir,  we  have  an  Army  of  but  eighteen  thou- 
sand effective  men.  a  number  too  small  (as  is  admit- 
ted by  the  Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee) 
to  meet  the  enemy  with  superior  numbers  on  any 
part  of  the  enemy's  territory,  what  has  been  our 
expense  the  last  year?  We  are  told  it  is  but 
forty  millions  of  dollars;  that  is,  we  have  paid  I 
but  forty  million.i;  but  no  gentleman  will  say 
that  has  covered  the  whole  expense  of  the  year 
1813.  No,  sir,  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Eppes.) 
has  apologized  to  the  House  for  the  necessity  of 
asking  so  large  a  loan  before  the  proper  estimates 
have  been  made  and  the  accounts  for  last  year 
finally  settled. 

The  honorable  Chairman  has  presented  an 
account  of  from  three  to  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  paid  by  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  and  has 
applied  in  behalf  of  Virginia  to  have  the  money 
repaid  by  the  United  States.  The  militia  from 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which  I  have  the 
honor  lo  represent  in  part,  when  called  on  to  de- 
fend their  country,  volunteered,  though  many  of 
them  were  opposed  to  a  war  of  conquest.  They 
have  served  out  their  lime,  and  have  been  dis- 
charged, and  I  am  informed  have  not  received 
their  wages  or  allowance  for  clothing.  Some  of 
ray  acquaintance  in  the  regular  service.  I  ara  in- 
formed, and  I  believe  correctly,  have  not  been 
paid  for  several  months,  and  demands  are  pre- 
sented from  every  quarter,  which  none  doubt  the 
justice  of.  It  is  certaio,  therefore,  we  have  a 
large  amount  of  unsettled  accounts,  and  the  rea- 
son why  we  have  paid  but  forty  millions  of  dol- 
lars last  year  is,  because  we  had  no  more  money, 
and  not  because  all  the  just  demands  were  set- 
tled and  paid.  In  1812.  eleven  millions  were 
borrowed;  in  1813.  sixteen  millions  were  bor- 
rowed at  first,  and  afterwards  seven  and  a  half 
millions;  in  1814,  thirty  millions  is  proposed  to 
be  raieed  by  loans  and  Treasury  notes.  The  es- 
timates for  1814  are  said  to  be  845.350,000.  But 
can  any  gentleman  in  this  House  recollect  that 
with  an  effective  force  of  eighteen  thousand 
men,  our  expenses  have  been  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  say  if  our  ranks  are  filled,  and  sixty- 


six  thousand  men  raised,  we  can  support  such  an 

army,  and  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year  with  sixty-six  millions  of  dollars?  Cer- 
tainly not.  Bul  gentlemen  call  on  us  to  support 
the  war  because  it  has  now  become  popular,  not 
the  war  of  ihe  Government  bul  of  the  people. 
How  do  gentlemen  prove  this?  Not  by  the 
elections  k)r  members  of  Congress,  I  presume. 
In  New  Hampshire  three  or  four  members  voted 
for  ihe  war — all  have  been  Icli  out.  In  Massa- 
chusetts six  or  seven  voted  for  the  war,  and  all 
bui  one  have,  been  left  out.  In  Vermont  one 
voted  against  the  war,  who  has  been  turned  out 
by  a  general  ticket,  but  is  since  chosen  Governor 
of  the  State.  In  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
and  New  York,  few  changes  have  taken  place, 
as  very  few  voted  for  the  war.  In  the  Middle 
Stales  little  or  perhaps  no  change  has  been 
made.  In  Virginia  three  gentlemen  have  been 
turned  out  for  voting  against  the  war.  and  two 
for  voting  for  war.  In  North  Carolina  one  has 
been  turned  out  who  voted  for  war.  It  does  not 
appear  from  this  statement,  and  I  presume  it  is 
correct,  that  the  war  is  very  popular.  Nor  does 
it  appear  from  the  recruiting  service.  We  began 
with  a  bounty  of  sixteen  dollars,  we  have  raised 
it  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  and  our 
ranks  are  not  filled  ;  our  regiments  are  many  of 
ihem  mere  skeletons.  The  sixty-three  regiments, 
amounting  lo  perhaps  twenty-five  thousand,  sick 
and  wounded,  inclusive.  If  applications  for  of- 
fice prove  the  war  popular,  why  then  indeed  it 
may  be  pronounced  a  very  popular  war.  I  pre- 
sume we  have  ten  or  twelve  thousand  officers, 
and  perhaps  as  many  more  applicants  for  office, 
and  if  we  could  form  an  army  of  officers  and 
march  immediately  to  Canada,  I  presume  the 
province  would  soon  be  conquered  if  they  could 
procure  provisions. 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  things,  I  expect 
a  small  majority  are  for  war.  They  have  been 
told  the  British  Government  claim  the  right  to 
impress  native  born  Americans,  and  refuse  to  re- 
linquish that  right,  and  many  of  them  believe  it. 
Let  us  examine  the  correctness  of  this  doctrine. 
Mr.  Monroe,  our  late  Envoy  lo  England,  and 
now  Secretary  of  State,  writes  a  letter  on  the 
28ih  of  February,  180S,  lo  Mr.  Madison,  in  which, 
after  describing  the  idea  entertained  by  the  pub- 
lic upon  the  subject,  he  says,  '•  I  have  on  thecon- 
'  trary  always  believed,  and  still  do  believe,  that 

*  the  ground  on  which  that  interest  was  placed 
'  by  the  paper  of  the  British  Commissioners  of 
'  November  8,  1806,  and  the  explanations  which 
'  accompanied  it,  was  both  honorable  and  advan- 

*  tageous  to  the  United  States;  that  it  contained 

*  a  concession  in  their  favor  on  the  part  of  Great 

*  Britain  on  the  great  principles  in  coniestaiioa 
'  never  before  made  by  a  formal  and  obligatory 

*  act  of  the  Government,  which  was  highly  fa- 
'  vorable  to  their  interest."  Tlie  British  Com- 
missioners stale  that  the  King  was  not  prepared 
to  disclaim  or  derogate  from  a  right  on  which 
the  security  of  the  British  navy  might  essenti- 
ally depend,  especially  in  a  conjuncture  when  he 
was  engaged  in  wars  which  enforced  the  neces- 
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?ivof  the  most  vigilant  attention  to  the  preser- 
ition  and  supply  of  his  naval  force;  that  he 
ad  directed   his  Commissioners  to  give  to  the 
fomm.ssioners  of  the  United   States   the  most 
,Msitire  assurance  that  the  instructions  had  been 
»ren.  and  ishould  be   repeated  and   enforced,  to 
iserve  the; greatest  caution  in  the  impressing  of 
]r'iu«h  seapien,  to  preserve  the   citizens  of  the 
Inited  States  from  molestation  or  injury,  and 
ijat  immediate  and  prompt  redress  should  be  af- 
irded.  on  iiny  representation  of  injury  sustained 
V  them.     (And  the  British  Ministers  assured  the 
Ivmerican  Ministers  they  were  instructed  still  to 
IHntertain  ijie  discussion  of  any  plan  which  could 
.  devisedao  serve  the  interests  of  both  States, 
jiithout  injury  to  the  rights  of  either.     These, 
*ir.  were   Hrie  previsions  of  the  treaty  or  a^ree- 
tient  between  the  British  Ministers  and  our  Mm- 
«iters  in   \tS06.  in  the  opinion   of  your  present 
Secretary  iof   State.     This    ireaty   was  rejected 
tr  President   Jefierson,  and  never    presented    to 
»ie  Senate-  for  coDMderation  ;  in  which  the  Brit- 
jh  claim  oo  right  to  impress  Americans,  but  ad- 
lere  to  their  system   of  reclaiming  their  native 
,orn   subjk'Cts   in   this  oppressive  way;  and  it  is 


ciliation  than  of  popular  war.     I  am  not  d  isposed 
to  give  the  content^;  of  this  paper  more  impor- 
tance on  ordinary  subjects  than  other  newspaper 
publications.     But  as  this  paper  is  published  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  President,  and  is  called  a  State 
r>aner.  it  is  supposed    to  contain  no  political  es- 
says but  such  as  are  approved  or  tolerated  by  the 
President.     It    is    reasonable,  therefore,    to   pre- 
sume, th.it  a  radical  change  is  contemplated  m 
our  naturalization  system  at  no  distant  period, 
which,  if  eSected.  will  lessen  the  ground  of  con- 
troversy.   A  small  majority,  are   perhaps  in  favor 
of  war      The  citizens  of  the  United   States  are 
strongly  attached  to  a  Republican  Government ; 
which  certainly  is  the  best  form  for  a  people  who 
have  viriue  to  enjoy  and  improve  the  blessings 
of  liberty.     This  war  was  declared  by  those  who 
call  themselves    Republicans,  and   who  I   hope 
I  are.  but  not  exclusively  Republicans  for  we  pre- 
I  fer  a    Republican   Government.     Many   ot    the 
people,  therefore,  consider  this  a  war  for  republi- 
I  can    principles.     They  have   been  told,  and  no 
doubt  honestly  believe,  the  British  contend  for  a 
right  to  impress  native  born  Americans,  and  com- 
pel them  to  serve  on  board  of  their  navy.     Pos- 


»void  injury  to  the  rights  of  either. 
♦  A  very  important  difficultystill  remained.  The 
\mericau  Government  claim  a  right  to  natural- 
ize British  seamrn  ;  and  the  British  persist  lo  re- 
Maiming  them  as  her  subjects.  But  1  see  in  the 
(.National  Intelligencer  of  this  day.  (February 
f  12  )  a  piece  signed  Cincinnatus.  which  bids  fair 
tto'remove  this  remaining  difficulty.  I  will  read 
Ci  few  of  the  remarks  contained  in  this  essay: 
^I'The  disasters  which  have  attended  the  Ameri- 
l  can  ari<i8,  so  far  from  having  broken  the  spirit  ot 
^\  the  nation,  have  not  even  touched  it."  Again  : 
'i  ''Among  the  means  of  rendering  the  American 
4«  Republic  independent  of  the  policy  of  Europe, 
»Mhe  proi-rieiy  of  a  change  in  our  regulations, 
kf  relative  to  the  naturalization  of  the  natives  of 
L-'that  quarter  of  the  globe,  has  presented  it.self 
{♦  with  no  inconsiderable  interest.  And  when 
f^  peace  arrives,  come  when  it  will,  having  really 
attained  political  independence,  and  that  by  the 


\ 

I 


I 


'  slrent'lh  of  our  own  arm,  without  the  alliance 
'  of  an'y  foreign  people,  we  shall  hereafter  be 
'  proi)erly  respected   by   the   nations  of  Europe, 

•  and  by  none  more  than  by  Great  Britain.    The 

•  English  are  a  brave  and  generous  people,  and 
'  an  unei^uivocal  exhibition  of  the  same  quali- 
'  ties  will  always  constitute  a  certain  title  to  their 

•  respect.  Consulting,  however,  our  own  peace 
'and  pijrmanent  tranquillity,  without  reference 
'  to  her  policy,  a  serious  and  interesting  question 

•  ought  to  aris3  before  the  termination  of  the 
♦present    hostilities:  whether    the   happiness    of 

•  America  will  not  require  at  the  next  pacifica- 

•  lion,  within  a  reasonable  period  subsequent  to 

•  it  the  cessation  of  the  future  naturalization  of 
;  *Brili»h;  subjects?"     This  savors  more  of  con- 

♦ 


borrowed  plumage ;  let  the  people  know  that  the 
Kino'  of  England,  although  determined    to  ad- 
here°to  his  maritime  system  as  a  necessary  meas- 
ure when  contending    with  the  gigantic    power 
of  France,  assisted,  though  perhaps  reluctantly, 
by  many  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  for  the  na- 
tional existence  of  Great  Britain,  and  what  he 
(whether  correctly  or  erroneously)  considers  the 
independence  of  the  world,  did,  as  early  as  1806, 
give  his  cruisers  instructions  to  respect  the  rights 
of  American  citizens,  and  gave  the  most  posi- 
tive as.-urance  to  the  American  Commissioners 
that  prompt  and  immediate  redress  should  be  af- 
forded on  any  representation  of  injury  sustained 
by  the   Americans.     Let   them    know  that   the 
Prince  Regent,  when  the  British  and  their  allies 
are  everywhere  victorious,  has  proposed  to  ap- 
point Commissioners  to  treat  with  us  either  at 
London  or  at  Gottenburg  in  Sweden,  upon  prin- 
ciples of   perfect   reciprocity,   not    inconsistent 
with  the  maxims  of  public  law,  and  of  the  Brit- 
ish maritime  rights.     That  the  President  has  ac- 
ceded to  the   proposal,    and    has  appointed   'ii^^ 
Envoys  Extraordinary  to  repair  to  Gottenburg. 
and  commence  a  negotiation  for  the  adjustment 
of  our   differences.     Let   them   know   that  this 
war  has,  with  a  force  too  small  for  successful  of- 
fensive operations,  already  cost  the  United  States 
(this  year  included)  as  much  moneyas  the  whole 
Revolutionary  debt  at  the  adoption  of  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution.    All  which  they  ought  to  know, 
in  order  to  decide  correctly.     And  then  ask  them 
if  they  desire  to  prosecute  this  Q,uixotic  war  ot 
conquest,  at  an  expense  of  from  tifty  to  seventy- 
five    millions  of  dollars   per  annum,   either    to 
prove  our  ability  lo  conquer  Canada,  or  for  the 
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purpose  of  holding  the  inhabitants  a.-  hostages,  I  for  war  if  negotiations  fail,  and  a  continuance  of 
or  the  country  as  a  bond  for  the  good  behaviour  ,  the  war  be  necessary.  As  to  foreigners.  1  would 
of  the  British  Government  in  future?  and.  my  ,  not  go  as  far  as  Cmcinnatus  has  proposed  ;  1 
life  for  It,  the  answer  will  be  no.  In  examining  ;  would  permit  them  to  live  in  our  country,  and  if 
the  causes,  progress,  and  effects  of  the  war,  and  ,  they  were  peaceable,  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
the  motives  for  supporting  or  opposing  acontin-  I  liberty,  should  Liberty  deign  to  make  this  once 


uance  of  it,  I  have  said  but  litile  respecting  the 
conduct   of  the  French,  the   American,  or   the 
British    Governments,  only  as   they  were   con- 
cerned in  producing  the  present  state  of  things. 
As  to  the  French   Government,  or  the  Emperor 
of  the    French,   I    hare    uniformly  detested    his 
ambition  and  admired  his  talents,  both  as  a  politi- 
cian and  as  a  warrior,  and  I  have  been  somewhat 
alarmed  at   his   progress,  though  never  disposed 
to  change  my  course  on  that  account.     But  dis- 
covering from   his  own   acknowledgments   that 
his    plans   are   disconcerted,  or,  to  use   his  own 
words,  that  all   have   turned   against  him;  that 
Kings  whom  he  had  made   have   forsaken  him; 
and  his  power  appears  to  be  broken,  and  the  Con- 
federation  of  the  Rhine  dissolved;  and  that  he 
appears  convinced  of  his  error,  and  disposed  to 
be  at  peace,  believing  if  he  is  reformed  as  well 
as  convinced,  he  will  lie  a  great  and  good  man — 
I  had  rather  hear  of  his  reformation  than   his 
overthrow.     I  hope  France,  confined   within  her 
natural  boundaries,  will  remain  a  great  and  be- 
come a  happy  nation  ;  and  I  am  willing  for  them 
to  enjoy  the  privilege  1  claim  for  myself,  that  is, 
of  doing  their  own  business  in   their  own  way; 
and   if  the  Emperor  Napoleon  is  the  choice  of 
the  French   people,   I   have   no  objection  to  his 
reigning  over  them. 

I  am  not  anxious  to  express  sentiments  of  ap- 
probation or  of  censure  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
President.  I  admit  that  if  in  the  discharge  of 
duties  so  important,  and  in  the  management  of 
affairs  so  complicated  and  difficult,  he  has  made 
mistakes,  he  is  entitled  to  a  liberal  and  a  candid 
construction  of  his  motives.  I  am  disposed  to 
be  a  little  blind  to  what  I  can  but  consider  the 
effects  of  a  mistaken  policy.  I  have  always  dis- 
npptoved  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment upon  the  subject  of  impressment,  and  lam 
disjHJsed  to  resist  the  practice  if  negotiations 
cannot  remove  the  evil.  Bui  gentlemen  ask, 
what  will  be  the  slate  of  things  if  the  bill  under 
consideration  is  rejected.  Sir,  I  do  not  wish 
the  bill  to  be  rejected.  We  are  blamed  for  op- 
posing the  measures  proposed  bv  the  majority, 
and  not  proposing  a  substitute.  Although  I  have 
little  reason   to  expect  anything  proposed  from 


happy  country  her  future  residence  ;  and,  after  a 
sufficient  time  to  become  acquainted  with,  and 
attached  to.  our  form  of  Government.  1  would 
permit  them  to  be  incorporated  into  our  political 
society,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  of  citizens  while 
they  remained  in  our  territory  ;  but  1  never  would 
hazard  the  peace  and  happiness  of  our  country, 
nor  shed  the  blood  of  our  citizens,  to  protect  for- 
eigners out  of  our  territorial  limits.  I  have  now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  assigned  some  of  ray  reasons  for 
the  course  I  have  pursued,  for  the  votes  I  have 
given,  and  which  I  expect  to  give;  they  have 
been  described  in  the  plain,  unadorned  language 
of  truth,  and  although  they  may  not  convince 
gentlemen  in  the  majority,  and  induce  them  to 
act  with  me,  they  influenced  my  conduct,  and  1 
trust  will  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  course  I  pur- 
sue in  the  opinions  of  my  friends,  and  especially 
among  mv  immediate  constituents,  to  whom  I 
am  ac'countable  ;  and  should  I  fail  in  this  reason- 
able expectation.  I  shall  at  least  have  secured  lo 
myself  an  approving  conscience. 

The  Committee  rose  for  the  want  of  a  quorum, 
and  the  House  adjourned,  (38  to  38,  the  Speaker 
deciding  in  the  affirmative)  before  Mr.  Culpeper 
finished  his  speech,  which  is  given  entire. 


Monday,  February  14. 

Mr,  McKee.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Crawford  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the 
Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their  location, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Com- 
mitttee  of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  io  force  an  act 
to  raise  ten  additional  companies  of  rangers,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

PETITION  OF  MARY  CHEEVER. 

The  House  resolved  it.self  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  iher- port  of  the  Committee  of  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  unfavorable  to 
the  petition  of  Mary  Cheever. 

[The  memorable  circumstances  of  this  case 

For  the  information 


this  side  of  the  House,  or  by  me,  will  be  adopted.  !  need  scarcjly^be  repeated 
1  will  inform  you,  sir,  what  I  would  do  :  I  would  '    ''    "^  --- 


fill  the  blank  with  a  moderate  sum,  say  ten  mil- 
lions, which,  with  the  estimated  revenue  for  the 
current  year,  and  five  millions  in  Treasury  notes, 
would  be  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  defence; 
I  would  propose  an  armistice,  which  can  be  uo 
dishonorable  act  in  our  Government,  after  the 
Prince  Regent  has  proposed  lo  open  a  negotia- 
tion which  has  been  acceded  to  by  our  Govern- 
ment ;  and  I  would  remove  the  restrictions  from 
our  commerce,  and  try  to  revive  the  spirit  and 
resources 


of  those,  however,  to  whom  the  case  may  not 
be  familiar,  it  may  be  well  to  state  them.  The 
petitioner  was  the  mother  of  two  noble  fellows, 
of  her  own  name,  seamen  on  board  the  frig- 
ate Constitution,  both  of  whom  were  killed  in 
the  memorable  engagement  between  thai  vessel 
and  the  British  frigate  Java,  on  whom  she,  as 
well  as  her  daughter,  was  entirely  dependent  for 
support.  By  their  death,  she  is  left  destitute  of 
the  means  of  subsistence,  and  petitions  Congress 
for  relief.     The  committee  report  against  it,  on 


tree,    auu     ll  y    lu    ic»itc     hh;     ^piuv  auu       i"i     ■-•• »  ■  J-  r  1   ■ 

uf  liie   nalion,  aoii  prepare  m  earnest  '  tlje  gcoUQil  of  Ihe  melpediency  of  making  par- 
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lji|i^lar  provision  for  such  a  case,  as  not  being 
BC*<4re  enmJed  to  relief  than  many  others  which 
(QjJ^ht  occur.] 

;  j*yfr.  William  Rked  of  MassacUu.^etts,  moved 
^jobstitute  tor  the  resolution,"  that  the  j>etitioner 
h^e  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition,"  a  resolu- 
liA^  instructing  the  Committee  of  Pensions  to  re- 
p(5^  a  biJI  ioY  her  relief. 

jthis  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs  Reed  of 
M   )sachusetts.  Mr.  Webster  of  i\ew  Hampshire, 


gatioD  to  my  constituents,  in  lendiog  a  hearty 
opposition  to  the  bill  under  consideration;  or,  if 
the  gentleman  who  occupies  the  post  of  honor  in 
the  Foreign  Committee  (Mr.  Calhou.n)  prefers 
the  expression,  I  will  say,  a  "systematic  opposi- 
tion." Such  an  opposition  I  shall  be  always 
prompt  in  affording  to  the  bad  acts  conceived  and 
executed  by  incompetent  men. 

After  the  exhibition  of  such  commanding  pow- 
ers of  elocution— such  rare  faculties  of  reasonino- 


W  jCuAPPEijL.  and  Mr.  Lowndes  of  South  Caro- ,  —by  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  preceded 
lir  -  and  oth  rs.  on  the  ground  of  feeling,  justice,  me."  I  confe.ss  it  is  with  extreme  difficulty  that  I 
ah  -.public  gratitude;  and  oppo.sed  by  Messrs.  Ely  have  brought  my  mind  to  encounter  the  mortifi- 
of,  .,ias.sachusfetts.  Mr.  Findley,  and  Mr.  Ingham  i  cation  of  following  at  so  great  a  distance  behind 
Of  Ifennsylvania,  on  the  ground,  taken  in  the  re-  '  them.  I  will  follow  them,  longo  interrallo  well 
po  ^  of  the  inexpediency  of  legislating  in  particu- :  pleased  if  I  have  the  speed  and  vigor  tokeep'even 
la?J  leases,  not  varying  in  principle  from  many  in  sight  of  them.  Though  I  cannot  hope  to  ap- 
oti|jr  cases  tc^  which  relief  is  not  extended  by  the  I  nroach.  much  less  equal  their  uncommon  efforts, 
l;r*ernment.;  I  may  be  excu.sed  for  an  humble  attempt  to  emti- 

|he  motiop  of  Mr.  Reed  was  agreed  to  by  a  I  late  their  bright  example, 
--^c  majoriij;.  and  a  resolution  reported  to  the  I      But,  sir,  now  that  I  have  taken  the  floor  whea 
tse  in  the  /ollowmg  words:  I  I  look  before  me.  and  survey  the  vast  and  bound- 

^ohed.  That  the  Committee  of  Pensions  and  Re-  I  }**s  prospect  which  the  subject  prejents,  my  mind 
ijonary  Claims,  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  grant-  i  is  almost  overpowered.     I  scarcely  know  where 

<v  pension  tp  the  petitioner,  out  of  the  Navy  Pen- I  to  begin,  how  to  proceed,  when  to  conclude; 

?''""'^-.      ;  I  not  that  many  topics  of  interest  and  magnitude 

9  motion   of  Mr.   Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania.  |  do  not  remain  untouched,  through  the  consider- 
;);Wished  t&is  grant  to  the  widow  Cheever  to  !  ate  politeness  of  those  who  have  preceded  me; 

not  that  there  is  any  dearth  of  reasons  why  the 
capacity  should  be  withheld  from  those  who 
evince  a  fixed  determination  to  pursue  a  mad  and 
ruinous  career ;  nor  that  there  are  not  still  higher 
obligations  than  those  imposed  by  a  love  of  coun- 
try, which  command  the  patriot  to  break  and 
diminish  as  he  can  the  force  of  a  blow  aimed  at 
J.  .^LiLJUKjn.^   Dii.1.  her  best  interests—but  It  is  setting  one's  self  adrift 

^i    tj    .     '  „  ■  .  r^'  ,  .       upon  the  wide  ocean;  it  IS  like  hunting  for  arffu- 

Tf.e  Housejagain  uent  into  Committee  of  the    ments  to  prove  an  axiom-to  assign  reLons  why 

this  loan  should  not  be  granted — this  war  should 
be  no  longer  persisted  in.  Could  one  plausible 
reason  be  assigned  for  its  continuance,  sufficient 
argument-,  might  then  be  called  for  to  demon- 
strate the  propriety  and  necessity  of  its  termina- 
tion. Could  encouragement  be  derived  from 
the  past,  keeping  alive  hope  for  the  future,  to 
stimulate  us  on  the  one  hand  ;  on  the  other,  more 
than  a  countervailing  depression  and  despondency 
would  be  produced,  by  a  ralm  contemplation  of 
•'■"   wonderful  revolution   in    the  affairs  of  the 


be  %|  distinct -from  other  cases  in  its  terms  as  it 
wai-in  its  njiture — the  resolution  was  further 
ami^ded,  by  ailding  the  words  '•  or  gratuity,"  after 
thei^'ord  "pension." 

.^•jd.  thus  j^mended.  after  a  few  words  of  gen- 
eraft^bjeciionifrom  Mr  Hall  of  Georgia,  the  re- 
soIiXjoa  passe^I  without  a  division. 

*  ;the  loan  bill. 

.^.e  Housejagain  uent  into  Committee  of  the 
W(^>le  on  the.  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  1814. 

WV.  Cdlpei'er  of  North  Carolina  resumed  the 
flokf.^  which  bff  had  I'elinqui^hed  on  Saturday  for 
thflurpose  oL-  adjournment,  and  in  a  short  time 
cojif  luded  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject,  as 
giy#i^  in  precMling  pages. 

Mfj.  HANsori  addreNsed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
h\\.  Chairman  :  With  difficulty  I  have  been 
l^for^ht  to  participate  in  this  discussion.  Many 
dayiafter  the  bill  was  reported,  the  intention  had 
not  jjitered  my  mind.  By  engaging  in  a,  I  knew 
a  bif" 

WQi| 

tutifi  than  I  possess  raighi  stagger.     I  shall 


InwnTi^  iiyengaging.nit,    knew    the   wonderful  revolution   in    the  affairs  of  the 

ZZTli  ."  '"'^•''''^  "P^°  '"!'  ""i''^"  '^'    ^°^''^'  ^'"«  '^'  ^^'^'  ever-to-be-laraented  hour 
It  ofwhich,  a  more  vigorous  mmd  and  consti-    when  Administration  first  had  recourse  to  its  "at- 


titude  and  armoui 
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Failing  ID  the  hopeless  attempt  to  subdue  Great  !  their  luminous  exposition  of  the  public  finances 
Britain,  we  were  disgraced,  humbled,  deprived  of  and  resources.  The  prominent  and  great  defect 
many  valuable  lives  ;  the  nation  was  loaded  with  which  runs  through  the  exposition  of  the  honor- 
irameiise  debt ;  the  public  safety  jeopardized,  or  :  able  chairman  of  the  Comrnittee  of  Finance  is  so 
made  to  rest  upon  the  humiliating  and  precarious  important  that  I  must  claim  the  indulgence  of 
reliance  of  an  enemy's  forbearance  ;-successful,  the  House  while  I  attempt  to  explain  it.  Thou<rh 
the  sword  was  sheathed  in  the  bosom  of  our  own    the  House  has  been  amused  by  fanciful,  fallacious 


we  are  engaged  in-a  war  without  hope,  carried    duce  that  disposition,  their' interest  must  be  cori- 
on  for  objects  unattainable.  j  suited.     It  must  be  made  their  interest  to  lend, 

Is  any  nriotive  to  be  found  for  its  continuance    by  furnishing  sufficient  Government   securities 
in  Its  conduct,  the  events  which   have  attended  '  providing  indemnity  against   loss.     If  a  perma- 
it.  or  what  all  must  now  join  in  believing  will  be  j  nent,  efficient  fund  is    created,  coextensive  and 
Us  issue  /     With  the  same  weak  counsels ;  with    coeval  with  the  public  debt,  and  that  fund  pledged 
the  same  incompetent  men  to  direct  our  armies  ;    for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  the  capitalist  rnav 


with  a  divided,  disheartened  people;  contending 
against  a  formidable  nation,  united  to  a  man 
against  us  by  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause;   flushed  bv  the  success  which 


piiaiist  may 
then  see  his  interest  in  becoming  a  public  cred- 
itor. You  then  create  the  ability  to  borrow,  by 
producing  a  corresponding  disposition  to  lend, 
which,  in  finance,  are  convertible.     But  if,  from 


s  everywhere  attended  their  arms,  left  without  |  a  fear  of  losing  popularity  by  resortino'  to  an  odi- 


has 
a 

quenc 
.sel 

net..,  .„.  ^..jj.uiju  ,,„u,  „ci  TciciauAiuiu  vyiiiiaua.  I  uai  exunciion  or  me  principal 
can  we  conquer  that  province  ?  Let  her  resist-  created,  the  public  credit  must  suffer,  and  the 
less  marine,  no  longer  restrained  by  motives  of  j  moneyed  men  will  find  it  to  their  interest  not  to 
humanity,  lay  waste  our  seaboard,  where  are  our  \  aid  the  loan.  I  have  too  much  respect  for  the 
means  of  defence?  Already  hasarmy  after  army  understanding  of  the  House  to  enlarge  upon  lhi.s 
been  driven  out  of  Canada,  captured,  or  slaugh-    topic. 

tered.  Loan  after  loan  has  been  negotiated  and  J  After  a  fair  and  deliberate  examination.  I  pro- 
wasifd.  and  without  our  rulers  condescending  to  ,  nounce  the  system  of  ways  and  means,  submitted 
tell  the  people  the  cau>es  of  these  disgraceful  fail-  ^  to  the  House,  deceptive  and  disingenuous.  These 
ures;  but,  when  called  by  a  solemn  vote  o{  this  |  are  strong  and  harsh  terms.  buT  I  speak  in  the 
House  to  make  known  the  causes,  referring  us  to  ,  language  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  now 
a  mass  of  unmeaning  documents  from  which  i  presides  in  this  House  with  so  much  ability  dig- 
nothing  IS  to  he  extracted  but  evidence  of  the  in-  nity,  and  impartiality.  I  speak  the  lant^ua'^re  of 
capacity  and  ignorance  of  all  who  have  helped  to  the  late  Committee  of^  Finance,  and  of  this  House 
swell  the  volume  of  trash  ;  declaring  it  would  be  I  who  adopted  the  memorable  report  of  that  com- 
unsale  to  trust  the  people's  Representatives  with  j  mittee,  which  denounced  and  reprobated  in  the 
a  knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  our  army  ;' strongest  terms  the  very  system  now  recoinraend- 
refusing  to  tell,  or  unable  to  say,  what  has  been  i  ed.  1  speak  the  language  of  every  financier  and 
the  cost  of  the  war,  or  how  the  supplies  already  political  economist,  whose  opinions  are  respected 
granted  have  been  applied;  keeping  the  peoph  in  (in  free  and   well  regulated  Governments,  when 

I  say  it  is  ruinous  and  destructive  of  public  credit 


the  most  agonizing  suspense  and  painful  igno 
ranee  of  the  state  of  the  nation.  And  yet  we  are 
called  on  to  unite  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
this  war!  My  moral  sense,  sir,  revolts  at  the 
invitation.  Neither  threats,  denunciation,  nor 
entreaty,  can  force  or  seduce  me  to  plant  a  poign- 
ard  in  the  breast  of  my  country,  already  bleeding 
and  languishing  under  so  many  wounds. 

I  am  already  admonished,  sir,  to  prescribe 
limits  to  the  range  of  debate  I  find  myself  glid- 
ing into.  I  proceed,  at  once,  to  examine  the 
budget  before  the  House.  It  is  with  some  diffi- 
dence I  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the  esti- 
mates submitted  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  That  branch  of  the 
debate,  I  was  content  to  have  confined  to  the 
two  honorable  gentlemen  (.Mr.  Pitkin  and  Mr. 
Sheffey)  who  preceded  me.  I  must,  however, 
endeavor  to  supply  some  striking  omissions  in 


to  enter  upon  a  system  of  loans  without  provid- 
ing the  ways  and  means  commensurate  with  the 
demands  of  Government;  without  creating  and 
pledging  a  fund  securing  the  public  creditors  in  the 
punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and  ultimate 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt. 
It  is  3  maxim  in  finance — a  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  public  credit — never  to  borrow  without 
providing  the  means  of  paying  the  interest,  and 
finally  extinguishing  the  principal.  To  act  upon 
a  different  system — to  rely  upon  loans  to  pay  the 
interest  of  loans — is  to  adopt  a  most  desperate 
system  of  fiscal  gambling  ;  sapping  the  foundation 
of  public  credit,  and  conducting  to  national  bank- 
ruptcy. Well  versed  in  finance,  the  predecessor 
of  the  present  chairman  of  that  committee  could 
not  be  induced  to  sanction,  much  less  recom- 
mend, a  system  of  ways  and  means  founded  in  a 
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j6&tdied  con<;ealmebt  of  the  public  finances,  and 
a.*i  built  upon  thf  substantial  resources  of  the 
jCi>jintry.  Disdaining  to  act  upon  a  system  of  tem- 
^s^Jary  expedients,  to  preserve  the  people's  favor 
^^.ihe  cost  bf  the  country's  interest,  he  frankly 
^liinmumc^ied  to  the  House  the  real  slate  of  the 
?(|^!ince>.  !?Ie  acknowledged  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
irnent ;  p*  introduced  a  system  of  revenue  to 
et  the  public  exigencies,  and  preserve  the 
lie  credit.  Genilemen  cannot  so  soon  have  for- 
:ten  the  letter  aildres>ed  by  the  Hon.  Langdon 
reves  to  Mr.  Ganatin.  The  reply  of  that  Min- 
er must  also  be  fresh  in  their  recollection.  So 
diect  and  ^xplicit  was  Mr.  Gallatin's  answer  in 
rfcard  to  tajces.  that  many  at  the  time  supposed — 
I  vas  fully:  persuaded — his  object  was  to  deter 
t!  fj  Congress  from  declaring  war,  by  holding  up 
t<  their  viejv  a  frightful  picture  of  internal  taxa- 
ti  In — the  injevitable  consequence  of  war.  I  musi 
b  ^  genlleinen  to  bear  with  me,  while  I  read  an 
e  ,ract  or  two  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
c    Ways  and  Means,  to  which  I  allude. 

The  President,  in  his  Message  of  1811,  had  sug- 
g^  aed  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  providing  a 
enue  •' safficieni,  at  least,  to  defray  the  ordi- 
^ry  exptfjses  of  Government,  and  to  pay  the 
Iterest  of  the  public  debt,  including  that  on 
rw  loan';,  which  may  be  authorized." 
•The  committee,  in  their  report,  thus  respood  to 
i\mi  President's  suggestion : 
{"Any  provision  falling  short  of  this  requisition, 
iild,  in  thf  opinion  of  the  committee,  betray  an  ira- 
ividence  ui  the  Government,  tending  to  impair  its 
-era]  character,  to  sap  the  foundations  of  its  credit, 
j  to  enfeeljle  its  energies  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
est  into  which  it  may  soon  be  drawn  in  defence  of 
unquestiojiable  rights,  and  for  the  repulsion  of  long 
-tinued  ari'J  most  aggravated  aggressions.  Should 
ruinous  svstem  of  relying  altogether  upon  the  aid 
0*^.i)an8  for  ijefraying  not  only  the  extraordinary  ex- 
p^ttlditures  of  the  present  and  succeeding  years,  but 
9.\*^  a  large  j>ortion,  both  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
Ujivernmeni .  and  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  in- 
ftid'iiB  that  )n  new  Joans,  be  suffered  to  prevail,  and 
toj^^  ttdditioiiai  revenurs  be  seasonably  provided,  it  will 
pj^plt,  that  the  loani  which  it  may  be  necessary  to 
iv'tiorize  during  the  year  1813  must  amount  to  at 
lt\\l  $17,560,000,  and'lor  18U  to  $18,220,000— (this 
fs^inate  waii  deemed  liberal  at  the  time,  but  it  is  twelve 
{i/o|ions  shc*t  of  the  actual  demand) — an  operation, 
wrjich,  by  throwing  into  the  market  so  large  an  amount 
p^'lock,  accDmpanied  with  no  adequate  provision  for 
pyxing  even  the  interest  accruing  on  such  as  may  be 
created,  but,  relying  altogether  upon  the  decreasing 
^lity  to  borrow  for  ihe  purpose  oi  paying  such  inter- 
^;mu8t  have  a  most  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  gen- 
tiki  price  of  public  shocks,  and  the  consequent  terras 
«^^e  loans  themselves.  It  may  be  added,  that  a  sys- 
t«  J-  of  that  tort  wouJd,  it  is  believed,  be  found  to  be 
aTJ^ig^ether  unprecedented  in  the  financial  history  of 
a^'wise  and  regular  Government,  and  must,  if  yielded 
tcv produce,  at  no  distant  period,  that  general  sUte  of 
yf/Axc  discredit,  which  attended  the  national  finances 
jng  the  wir  of  the  Revolution,  and  which  nothing 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  the 
Ot  of  a  wt'll  organized  and  efficient  Government, 
ing  the  period  oi  that  Revolution,  could  at  all 
tify." 


I  Thus  we  find,  sir,  in  language  just  as  it  is  strong, 
the  system  of  expedients  now  recommended,  rep- 

I  robated  as  ruinous,  destructive  of  public  credit, 
and  evincive  of  the  inefficiency  and  imbecility  of 
Govt?rnment.  But,  strong  as  are  the  terms  in 
which  the  committee  denounced  the  ve»"v  system 

I  which  is  now  to  be  adopted,  rather  than  incur 
popular  odium,  by  providing,  in  the  only  regular 
and  practicable  mode,  the  requisite  ways  and 
means,  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  fatal  tendency  of 
such  a  system,  in  their  judgment,  they  proceed  to 

'  condemn  it  in  still  harsher  language: 

j      "  To  have  withheld  from  the  pubhc  view  a  fair  ex- 
'  position  of  the  probable  state  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of 
the  Government,  under  the  very  first  pressure  of  ac- 
'  live  war,  or  to  have  deferred  submitting  to  the  House 
such  a  system  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  was 
indispensable   to  place   the  revenues  of  the   country 
upon  a  basis  commensurate  with  the  public  exigencies, 
would  in  their  judgment  have  at  once  evinced,  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  nations,  an  imbecility  of  action  and  of 
I  design,  the  effects  of  which  must  be  too  obvious  to  be 
;  mistaken  ;  and,  as  it  regards  our  own  country,  would 
,  have  indicated  a  policy  as  feeble  and  as  short-sighted 
i  as  it  must  have  been  considered  deceptive  and  disin- 
!  genuous — as  unworthy  the  rulers  of  a  free  and  en- 
lightened nation,  as,  in  its  result,  it  would  have  been 
I  found  fatal  to  its  interests,  and  paralyzing  to  all  its 
efforts." 

j      It  is  impossible  to  add  to  the  force  of  the  report 

1  which  1  have  in  part  read.  1  shall  only  impair 
its  strength  and  weaken  its  application,  by  dilat- 
ing upon  the  sound  maxims  and  correct  opinions 

,  it  contains.  The  committee  expressed  its  full 
concurrence  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  given  in  answer  to  a  call  upon  him  for 

;  an  explicit  avowal  of  his  opinion.  Mr.  Galla- 
tin's answer  contains  this  paragraph  : 

I  "  That,  what  appears  to  be  of  vital  importance,  is,  that 
the  crisis  should  at  once  be  met  by  the  adoption  of  effi- 
cient measures,  which  will  with  certainty  provide  means 
commensurate  with  the  expense  ;  and  by  preserving 
unimpaired,  instead  of  abusing,  that  public  credit  on 
which  the  public  resources  so  eminently  depend,  will 
enable  the  United  States  to  {)er8evcre  in  the  contest, 
until  an  honorable  peace  shall  have  been  obtained." 

This   report,  leaving   nothing  to  be  added  in 
condemnation  of  the  very  system  so  much  depre- 
cated at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  now 
proposed  to  be    acted    on,  was  adopted    by   this 
House.     When,  therefore,  I  pronounced  the  ex- 
position and  estimates  of  the  honorable  chairman 
I  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  be  de- 
I  ceptive,  liallacious,  and  disingenuous,  I  used   the 
'  language  of  a  committee  of  this  House — a  lan- 
;  guage  not  reproved  by  the  House  itself,  when  it 
I  received  the  repor.  of  that  committee — language 
that  will  be  continued  to  be  applied  to  the  ruinous, 
I  deceptive,  and  disingenuous  system,  under  con- 
I  sideration. 

But.  sir.  I  need  not  rely  upon  the  Message  of 

the  President,  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  ot  the 

Treasury,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 

!  and  Means,  and  the  opinion  the  Court  party  here 

1  expressed  by  the  reception  of  that  report,  in  ap- 

'  plying  suitable  epithets  to  the  Exchequer  budget. 
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Out  of  his  own  mouth  will  I  condemn  the  hon- 
orable Chairman.  At  the  last  Summer  session, 
the  gentleman,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  he 
still  presides  over,  introduced  a  report,  which  the 
House  will  indulge  me  with  reading  in  part: 

"They  (the  committee)  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say 
anything  as  to  the  necessity  of  providing  additional 
revenue  at  a  time  when  the  general  rate  of  expendi- 
ture has  been  so  much  increased,  by  measures  neces- 
sarily connected  with  a  state  of  war."  "  A  provision 
for  an  additional  revenue  can  no  longer  be  delaved, 
Without  a  violation  of  all  those  principles  held  sacred 
in  every  country,  where  the  value  and  importance  of 
national  credit  have  been  justly  estimated." 

And  yet,  sir,  the  honorable  chairman  who  ad- 
dressed this  House  and  the  nation  in  the  manner 
mentioned,  after  a  few  short  months,  has  over- 
looked and  disregarded  all  those  sacred  princi- 
ciples,  the  violation  of  which  he  so  much  de- 
plored. 

A  little  attention  will  show  the  great  deficit  in 
the  revenue  to  meet  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  the  interest  upon  the  new  loan,  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Peace  Establishment,  liy  the 
Treasury  report,  it  appears  that  a  revenue  of 
$12,050,000  will  be  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Peace  Establishment,  and  satisfy 
the  interest  of  the  public  debt.  To  meet  this 
sum  of  twelve  millions  and  upwards,  the  acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  m  the  annual  report 
of  that  Department,  on  our  table,  estimates  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  as  follows: 
From  customs  and  sales  of  public  lands  -  $6,600,000 
Internal  revenues  and  direct  tax  -  -  3,500,000 
Balance  in  the  Treasury  -  -  -  1,180,000 
Toul $11,280,000 


To  reduce,  one-third,  the  estimate  of  revenue 
to  arise  from  commerce  and  sales  of  public  lands, 
is  proper  and  necessary,  if  our  object  is  to  arrive 
at  truth.     These  sources  of  revenue  can   hardly 


be  said   to   exist. 


During, 


the  war,  which   has 


Making  an  acknowledged  deficit  of  -  $770,000 
For  this  deficiency  no  provision  is  made 
or  proposed.  To  this  deficit,  admitted 
by  the  Head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment to  exist  in  the  sum  mentioned, 
ought  to  be  added  ....  1,180,000 
Being  the  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  year, 
which  will  swell  the  deficit  to     -         -     $1,950,000 


The  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  current  year,  can  fairly  be  said  to 
form  no  part  ol  the  revenue  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  Peace  Establishment,  and  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt.  It  cannot  be  con>idered  a  part  of  the 
income  of  the  year  1814,  because  it  has  heretofore 
been  appropriated,  and  must  be  wanted  to  satisfy 
unsettled  claims,  that  have  accrued  the  last  year. 
So  that  a  real  deficit  of  nearly  two  millions  exists, 
which  no  funds  are  provided  by  law  to  make  good. 
But  a  fair  deduction  being  made  from  the  sum 
charged  for  the  sales  of  public  lands,  and  the  rev- 
enue from  the  customs  and  sales  of  public  lands 
will  considerably  increase  the  deficit  slated. 
The  sum  so  arising  is  stated  at        •  -    $6,600,000 

Being  reduced  one  third,  and  added  to    -       2,200,000 
The  deficit  already  made  out  -         -         -       1,950,000 

Will  make  a  total  deficit,  admitting  the 

land  tax  to  be  renewed,  of  -         -         -     $4,150,000 
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caused  the  devastation  and  depopulation  of  the 
frontiers,  it  is  evident  not  much  can  be  expected 
to  be  derived  from  the  sales  of  lands.*  During 
an  embargo,  reinforced  by  an  extensive  and  rig- 
orous blockade  of  the  enemy  and  of  itself— so 
rigid  that  it  is  a  subject  of  exultation  among  its 
authors,  that  vessels  of  every  description  are 
chained  to  our  wharves,  and  the  ports  are  her- 
metically sealed— during  a  rigid  enforcement  of 
a  non-importation  law,  what  revenue  can  be  de- 
rive! from  commerce? 

The  necessity  then  exists  to  provide  additional 
revenue  to  preserve  the  public  credit,  and  to 
regard  those  maxims  and  principles  set  forth  in 
such  stronff  language,  and  so  highly  recommend- 
ed by  the  House  on  a  former  occasion. 

Sir,  it  is  an  anomaly  in  political  economy — it 
is  a  departure  from  the  fundamental  principles  of 
public  credit— to  create  a  debt  without  providing 
the  ways  and  means  adequate  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest.     So  say  all  the  writers  on  finance; 
among  them  Mr.  Gallatin  himself,  in  his  book 
upon  finance,  and  the  ever-to-be-lameoted  Ham- 
ilton in  his  works.     This  deceased  statesman  may 
be  truly  called  ilie  founder  of  the  public  credit  of 
this  nation.     Called  to  the   Treasury,  he  found 
the  finances  of  the  country  in  ihe  deplorable  sit- 
uation they  are  described  to  have  been  in  at  the 
close  of  the  Revolution.     But,  before  the  magic 
force  of  his  genius,  our  fi>cal  embarrassments  dis- 
appeared.    He  extracted  order  from  chaos— light 
frum  darkness.     He  made  coufidence  to  lake  place 
of  distrust  and  general  discontent.     In  the  cele- 
brated report  of  this  great  man,  whose  services  to 
his  country  are  second  only  to  those  of  our  great 
political   father,   we  find    the   foutulation   ol   the 
argument  \Am  feebly  endeavoring  to  sustain: 

"  The  Secl<ptary  ardently  wishes  (says  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton) to  sec  it^£orporated  as  a  fundamental  maxim  in 
the  syste^^H^blic  credit,  that  the  creation  of  debt 
should  ^jflp^*^  accompanied  with  the  means  of  ex- 
tinguis^pUf.  This  he  regards  as  the  true  secret  of 
rendering  public  credit  immortal." 

Th«  comment  upon  this  text  is  afforded  by  the 
financ^l  system  of  Great  Britain.  Her  Chancel- 
lor of  Exchequer  would  as  soon  think  of  spung- 
ing  ihejpublic  debt, as  to  go  into  the  market  with 
his  loan  witlioul  providing  the  ways  and  means 
commensurate  with  the  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    He  would  be  hissed  off  the  Exchange. 

The  public  credit  should  be  guarded  with  the 
same  vigilance  and  care  that  female  chastity  is 
to  be  protected.  The  Federal  Administrations 
scrupulously  regarded  this  great  principle  of 
finance.    In  1798,  when  it  was  necessary,  to  meet 


*  The  failure  of  the  sale  of  lands,  as  a  source  of  rev- 
enue, is  manifested  by  the  applications  enteriained  by 
the  House,  on  the  part  of  frontier  settlers,  for  a  con- 
siderable extension  of  credit  in  tlieir  payments  for  pur 
chases  already  made. — Nutc  by  Mr.  Hanson. 


I 


§1379 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1380 


;0H.     OPR' 


The  Loan  Bill. 


Fburuary,  1814. 


em  end  of  the  chain  of  b«nks.  It  cannot  be  con- 
cealed, or  denied,  that  a  very  general  alarm  is 
felt  for  the  critical  situation  of  the  bank*,  pro- 


^■i  The  present  rnen  in  power  have  not  only  en-  |  pared  to  encounter  troubles  which  ihey 
Mangered  the  public  credit  by  a  violation  of  '"all  hitherto  been  strangers  to.  They  should  b 
^ihose  principles  held  sacred  by  every  country,"  I  pared  for  an  explosion,  the  noise  of  whici 
Jiul   they  have   deliberately    violated    the   public  {  not  reach  their  ears  in  time  for  their  retreat. 


♦.ihe  public  exigc-'ncie*,  to  borrow  two  millions  of 
!  r.idollars  in  anticipation  of  the  direct  tai,  the  fund 
':  -jMri^ing  from  it  was  solemnly  pledged  for  the  pay- 

Ipent  of  the  iiuerest  and  the  reimbursement  of  duced  by  an  accumulation  of  capital  to  the  North 
flhe  principal.  By  pursuing  the  principles  and  j  in  the  manner  mentioned.  The  consequence  ;s 
|*idvice  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  the  practice  of  all  '  that  the  whole  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
I  *!|vell  reg.ulaie(l  Governments,  was  the  credit  of  this  I  is  in  danger.  Sir,  gentlemen  seem  not  to  be 
'  ^iountry'  established.  The  means  by  which  it  is  i  aware  of  the  difficulties  with  which  they  are  be- 
•;{o  be  dj'stroyed,  the  Hou^e  is  now  called  on  to  j  set.  I  do  not  wish  to  ruffle  their  serenity,  by  ex- 
^ianction.  |  citing  apprehensions;    but   they  should  be   pre- 

,U   The  present  rnen  in  power  have  not  only  en-  |  pared    to   encounter  troubles    which    they   have 

be  pre- 
cb  may 

j.,r- 7  nave   deiineraieiy    violated    Itie   public  ;  not  reach  their  ears  in  time  lor  their  retreat.    The 

*faith.  The  fact  is  demonstrable.  The  eight  mil-  I  very  foundations  of  the  Government  tremble  be- 
on  sinking  fund,  pledged  for  the  payment  of  neath  it.  The  ground  on  which  Ministers  stand 
he  old  public  debt,  has  also  been  pledged  for  the  j  is  hourly  washing  from  under  their  feet.  Let 
aymeii:  of  the  eleven  million  loan,  the  sixteen  I  them  fail  in  their  loan,  and  they  arc  undone. 
'.jBillion,  the  seven  and  a  half  million  loan,  and  it  |  They  have  no  excuse  for  not  providing  the  ways 
fis  to  be  again  pK'd^ed  for  the  twenty-five  million  and  means  called  for  by  the  public  exigencies 
floii).  The  same  sinking  fund  is  also  pledged  for  but  the  fear  of  offending  the  people,  and  yet  the 
.fhe  redemption  of  the  Treasury  bills.  Tiiese  i  popularity  of  the  war  is  the  favorite  theme  of  its 
^Treasury  bills,  by  law.  are  made  receivable  at  the  i  authors.  A  crisis  has  arrived  in  the  finances  of 
l^custom-iiouse  for  the  imposts.  These  bills,  pos-  I  the  Government,  which,  unless  promptly  and 
jiUessine  no  intrinsic  value — a  mere  artificial  value,  '  vigorously  met  by  efficient  measures,  will  bring 
ipTraparted  to  them  by  the  fund  pledged  for  their  '.  on  certain  ruin.  The  credit  of  the  Government 
; 'ffedenjpt ion— destroy  the  value  of  that  very  fund.  '  once  destroyed,  cannot  be  easily  reinstated.  It 
(he  sinl;ing  fund  is  rendered  valueless,  and  may  j  must  be  destroyed  if  this  system  is  pursued, 
jihimateiy,  as  far  as  it  is  derivable  from  com-  i  I  will  proceed  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  according 
^^erce,  consist  merely  in  these  bills,  wh^ich  are  a    to  my  original  design,  to  examine  the  points  in 


legal   tender  for  commercial  duties.     This  posi- 
tion is  soevident  that  it  requires  no  illustration, 


dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  our  Govern- 
ment, and   endeavor   to   trace  the  events  which 


I  must  now  be  indulged  with  a  few  remarks  have  conducted  us  directly  to  this  war.  If  I  suc- 
upon  theiability  of  the  Government  to  borrow,  or  !  ceed  in  satisfying  those,  whose  minds  are  not 
(Jie  capaj-ity  and  disposition  of  the  people  to  lend.  I  steeled  against  conviction,  that  instead  of  hun- 
U  has  b.-en  admitted  by  one  gentleman  that  the  ,  estly  and  sincerely  endeavoring  to  adjust  our  dif- 
loan  would  be  filled.  I  entertain  no  such  opiu-  ■  ferences  with  Great  Britain,  the  Administration 
jion.  I  believe  it  will  fail.  Unless  a  most  exor-  I  has  undeviatingly  pursued  the  opposite  course  of 
bitant  ir.ieresi  is  given,  it  must  fail.  Nor  is  it  i  provoking  and  exasperating  England,  I  shall  at 
i;ertain  that  any  premium  will  insure  success.  least   stand  acquitted   for   the  opposition  I  give 

;     The  Eistern  Slates,  being  free  from  blockade,    ihi<  bill. 

^ave  become  the  depot  of  most  of  the  foreign  arti   '      By  referring  to  documents  on  your  table,  sir, 

icles  imported  into  the  United  States,  for  the  sup-    it  will  appear  that  a  negotiation  was  opened  at 

il'.ly   of   the  whole  American   continent.     These  ;  London  in  1804.     It  continued  until  1806.  when 

(Uticles,  ijwing  to  the  combined  efforts  of  the  pub-    it  was  brought  to  a  happy  issue  by  the  conclusioii 

ic  eneniy  and  our  own  Government,  cannot  be  '  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Amity  signed  by 

jaid  for  in  the  produce  of  the  Southern  and  Mid-  !  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney.     It  merits  parlicu- 

^le  States,  and    must  be  met  by  specie.     If  the  j  lar  notice,  that  pending  this  negotiation,  and  when 

oasting. trade  were  not  destroyed — if  the  trade  \  there  was  every  reason  to  expect  a  beneficial  re- 

if  the  seiferal  States  with  each  other  had  to  con- '  suit,  in    the  same   spirit   of  insincerity  and  un- 

kend  only  against  the  public  enemy,  the  debt  thus  '  friendliness  which  has  since  characterized  every 

Jiccrued,  in  favor  of  the  North,  would  have  been  ;  correspondence  and  negotiation  with  Great  Brit- 

iiischarg'-d   during   the   Winter   months,  by   the  ■  am.  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress,  through  Mr. 

ybulky  arlicles  of  Southern  growth,  easily  trans-  •  Jefferson's  influence,  calculated,  and  no  doubt  jn- 

?)orted  by  our  coisting  craft.  ,  tended,  to  produce  a  rupture  of  the  negotiation. 

The  President,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  disre-  1  I  allude  to  the  celebrated  non-importation  law  of 
♦jjarded,  recommended  to  Congress  to  stop  this  '  1806.  The  avowed  object  of  this  act  of  the  Gov- 
Jtraffic.  The  mandate  was  obeyed;  and  specie  ]  ernment  was  to  coerce  Great  Britain  to  concede 
jialone  must  go  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  mer-  i  what  we  demanded— to  obtain  by  compulsion 
f^hants  of  New  England.  This  causes  such  a  what  was  to  be  secured  through  friendly  discus- 
Wressure  from  the  East,  on  ihe  banks  of  the  .Mid-  j  sion  and  mutual  concession.  This  compulsory 
Bile  and  Southern  States,  as  will  deprive  them  of  I  measure  could  have  but  one  effect,  if.  indeed,  it 
jfhe  means,  if  they  have  the  disposition,  to  fill  the  I  be  not  certain  that  such  was  its  object— to  Vxcite 
||joan.  The  accumulation  of  capital  in  the  State  I  a  temper  and  irritation  in  the  British  Ministry, 
ipi  .Ma>s,iclius^tts  alone,  enables  that  State,  by  j  which  would  thwart  the  efforts  of  our  Ministers 
^pressing]  New  York,  to  reach  the  extreme  South- I  to  obtain    a   satisfactory   and    honorable    treaty. 
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However  it  may  have  been  intended  and  ardently 
desired,  that  the  measure  should  be  considered  as 
a  rod  held  over  the  British  Ministry  to  intimi- 
date and  compel  compliance  with  our  demands, 
vet  so  ardent  was  their  desire  to  preserve  the  re- 
lations of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United 
States,  that  they  accepted  and  signed  a  treaty, 
binding  on  their  Government  and  left  open  for 
ratification  or  rejection  by  our  Government.  This 
treaty,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show,  was  pronounced 
by  our  Ministers  to  be  honorable  lor  our  Govern- 
ment, and  highly  advantageous  to  its  interests. 
It  was  nevertheless  angrily  and  contumeliously  re- 
jected, without  even  being  submitted  to  the  con- 
h  sideraiion   of  the  Senate,  the  Constitutional  ad- 

visers of  the  Executive. 

I  will  briefly  notice  the  three  points  of  differ- 
ence between  the  two  countries,  the  adjustment 
of  which  was  confided  to  Mftsrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinkney : 

1st.  Constructive,  or,  as  they  are  denominated 
by  the  prevailing  party,  paper  blockades. 

2d.  The  carrying  trade,  or  the  rule  of  the  war 
of  1756. 

3J.  Impressment  of  British  seamen  from  Ame- 
.    rican  merchant  vessels. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  a  discussion  of 
the  old  question  of  blockades.     It  would  be  suffi- 
cient for    my   purpose   to  show  that  by  the  10th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  December,  1806,  it  was 
honorably    and    advantageously    arranged.     But 
whether  it  was  so  or  not.  the  blockades  were  com- 
prised in  the  more  extensive  system  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  of  1807,  and  as  those  edicts  have  been 
repealed  since  the  declaration  of  war,  it  will  not 
be  said  we  are  now  fighting  on  account  of  the 
blockades.     They  are  now  out  of  the  question,  as  i 
they  form  no  part  of  the  ground  for  continuing  \ 
the  war.     I  pass,  then,  to  the  second  point  in  dis- 
pute, to  wit,  the  carrying  trade. 

I  lake  It  for  granted  gentlemen  know  that  the 
right  was  claimed  by  the  United  States  to  carry 
on  a  trade  in  time  of  war,  which  it  is  admitted 
we  could  not  enjoy  in  time  of  peace — a  trade  be- 
tween France,  the  mother  country,  and  her  colo- 
nies. Great  Britain  viewed  this  intercourse  with 
a  jealous  eye,  as  indirectly  aiding  the  great  enemy 
against  whom  she  was  struggling  for  existence. 
She  therefore  required  the  neutral  American  ves- 
sel carrying  the  products  of  the  colonies  to  the 
mother  country  to  enter  an  American  port,  and 
unload  her  cargo,  and  to  pay  upon  re-exportation 
a  duty  of  one  per  cent,  into  our  own  Treasury, 
and  a  duty  of  two  per  cent,  to  be  paid  upon  the 
manufactures  of  the  mother  country,  shipped  to 
the  colonies,  under  similar  regulations.  This 
rule  was  inconvenient  to  the  merchant,  but  left 
the  country  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  great 
advantages  of  that  lucrative  trade,  which  eu- 
riched  so  many  of  our  merchants,  and  poured  so 
much  wealth  into  the  country.  I  shall  not  tres- 
pass upon  the  patience  of  the  House  by  noticing 
the  popular  uproar  raised  by  the  'shackles  im- 
posed upon  a  lawful  commerce."  It  is  sufficient  to 
say,  an  honorable  and  ad  vantigeous  arranf^ement. 
in   the  language  of  Colonel  Monroe,  upon  this 


point  of  difference,  also  was  embraced  in  the  1 1th 
article  of  the  rejected  treaty. 

The  third,  and  what  is   now  pronounced  the 
vital  point  in  contest,  although   the  war  was  de- 
clared on  account  of  the  repealed  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, is  the  claim  to  impress  British  subjects  from 
American  merchant  vessels.     The  Secretary  of 
State,  in  a  celebrated  report,  has  taken  occasion 
to  avow  that  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
would  not  have  prevented  the  declaration  of  war. 
Is  this  true?    Then  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why 
Mr.  Foster,  for  the  last  few  weeks  preceding  the 
declaration   of  war,  was   so   closely   pressed   to 
stipulate  their  revocation,  while  the  grievance  of 
impressment,  if  alleged  as  a  cause  of  war,  as  it 
never  was  before  the  war.  was  kept  far  in  the 
back-ground  of  the  frightful  picture,  so  often  pre- 
sented to  the  view  of  the  people.     But  for  once  1 
am  willing  to  take  the  assertion  of  the  Secretary 
upon  trust.     Although  it  was  pronounced  a  Fed- 
eral misrepresentation  and  falsehood  at  the  time, 
to  say  a  repeal  of  the  orders  would  not  satisfy 
the  Administration  and   prevent  war,  yet  I  am 
free  to  admit,  I  do  believe  such  a  repeal  would 
not,  under  the  then  auspices  of  France,  have  dis- 
solved  the   bonds  which  connected  us  with  that 
Government.     Bonaparte  was  urgent  in  his  de- 
mands.    He  was  to  be  put  off  no  longer.     We 
could  not  avail  ourselves  of  the  *'  new  chances  '* 
when    the    Russian    Empire    was    overthrown, 
which    the   armies  of  the  conqueror  were  ready 
to  invade,  unless  we  formally  acceded  to  the  Con- 
'  tinenial  Confederacy.     However,  Mr.  Chairman. 
I  find  myself  imperceptibly  sliding  into  a  course 
of  reasoning  to  which   there  are  no  limits  this 
side  the  contemplated  termination  of  the  present 
session. 

I  come  back,  sir.  to  the  question  of  impress- 
ment and  the  rejected  treaty.     But  before  I  enter 
upon   the  examination  of  this  question  of  vital 
importance,  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  treat- 
ment and  conduct  of  Colonel  Monroe  upon  his 
arrival  in  America,  after  his  treaty  was  rejected. 
The   question   naturally  presents    itself,  what 
could  have  induced  Colonel  Monroe,  ''one  of  the 
pillars  of  .Mr.  Jefferson's   happiness,"  to  sign  a 
treaty  sacrificing  the  honor  of  the  nation,  and 
compromilling  its  best  interests?     What  could 
have  tempted  him  to  negotiate  a  treaty  so  palpa- 
bly bad  as   to  demand  an  instant  rejection?  so 
flagrantly  dishonorable  as  not  to  merit  the  cere- 
mony of  being  laid  before  the  Senate?  so  obvi- 
ously disgraceful  as  to  call  forth  the  censure  and 
condemnation  of  his  employer  ?  Good  easy  man, 
he  little  thought,  at  that  time,  for  Mr.  Jefferson 
intrusts  to  few  the  secrets  of  his  bosom,  that  a 
treaty  was  the   last  thing  that  was  expected  or 
desired.     He  did    not  know  that  a  treaty  with 
England  would    be  deemed  equivalent  to  a  war 
with  France,  and  that  in  no  event  was  offence  to 
be  given  to  France.     He  supposed  instructions 
would   not   have  been  sent  to  England  to  nego- 
tiate, unless  in  sincerity  and  good  faith  a  favor- 
able result  was  desired  for  that  negotiation.     He 
was  soon  undeceived  upon  his  arrival.     He  was 
sent  into  retirement  upon  his  farm  in  Virginia 
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'loaded^with   the  reproaches  of  the  Republicans, 
I' for  hatinij   basely    '•  abandoned    the   rights    and 
honor  (>f  the  country."     For  having  done  what 
was  infinitely   more    unpardonable — for    having 
'jendangvreJ   the   integrity    and   existence  of  the 
[.'Democratic  party.    A  treaty  with  England  would 
l!depriv«j  Democracy  of  iis  food,  of  its  natural  ali- 
;inent.  Uritliout  which  it  would  pine  and  die.     It 
Vwould  .ileal    and    hush    animosity    and    clamor 
l^igaiastuhat  country.     British  antipathies,  upon 
' '.-which  jthe  ruling  party   subsists,  would   be  re- 
ijmoved.i    This    was    his   inexpiable    offence;    to 
jatone  fir  which,  he  was  driven  from  the  presence 
; -of  the  (j/ourt,  into  banishment,  in  the  ancient  Do- 
tjminion.     He  retired  with    those  feelings  which 
liwoundf^d   honor  excites — for  he  yet  retained  his 
rjionor.  ^  In  his  retirement  he  attracted  the  syni- 
;-pathy  a.ad  compassion  of  the  least  zealous  of  all 
i^arties.     The  plan  was  conceived, and  upon  sug- 
gestion  gained  daily    proselytes,   to  put  him  m 
pominaiion  at  the  next  eleciion,  in  opposition  to 
'the  present  incumbent  of  the  palace.     The  mo- 
ipient  was  critical  and  interesting.     Mr.  Jefferson, 
Ijwlio  has  so  long  governed  the  country  in  secret, 
.jjind   who  only  retired   after   he  had  gathered  a 
[Jtorra   whose  frightful  aspect    overpowered    his 
'Jiervous  sensibilites,  could  not  view  unconcerned 
[ihe  dangerous  schism  which  threatened  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.    The  Great  Magician  ascended  the 
gpinnacle  ot   his  favorite  mount,  and  waved  his 
i>wand  over  Richmond.     It  had  an  electrical  effect. 
;The  parties  were  immediately  brought  to  the  fa- 
mous conference  at  Monticello.    All  was  instantly 
^^rranged.     The   disgraced    Minister  was  recon- 
liciled   and  again. taicen  into  favor.     His  aberra- 
Itionswere  pardcned.     He  returned  to  Richmond, 
and  there  received  the  requisite  ■whitewashing,  in 
^ihe  modern  political  mode.     He  was  quickly  ex- 
rjilted  to  (he  gubt  rnatorial  chair  of  the  great  State, 
MS  a   prUiminary  step  to  a  regular  induction  to 
Pthe  Office  of  State,  which  he  now  fills.     Having 
^sat  out  his  appointed  period  upon  the  patent  stool 
jljaf  political  repentance,  he  then   passed  from  his 
Jcrobalionary  state  of  Governor  to   his  allotted 
Station  in  the  direct  line  of  Virginia  succession, 
And   is  f  re  Ions'   to  mount  the  throne.     Yes,  sir. 
Jame$  the  Second  is  ripe  and  ready  to  undergo 
^the  ceremonies  of  coronation  whenever  James  the 
\First  shall  see  fit  to  abdicate  in  his  favor.     That 
*lhe  House  may  judge  how  far  the  present  con- 
Hluct  and  principles  of  the  heir  apparent  are  re- 
concilable with    his  former  professions,  I   beg  to 
he   indulged  while    I   read  a  few  pertinent  para- 
graphs from  the  book  which  he  found  it  necessary 
'to  write  in  his  vindication,  while  he  was  yet  un- 
•der  the  Royal  displeasure: 

^)     «'  I  have  on  the  contrary  always  believed,  and  still  do 

({believe,   that  the  ground   on  which  that  interest  (im- 

\  prescnient)  was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the  British  Com- 

^JiDiissioners,  of  November  8,  1806,  and  the  eipianations 

hich  accompanied  it,  was  l>oth  honorable  and  advan- 

ntageouB  to  the  United  States  ;  that  it  contained  a  con- 

^cession  in  their  favor,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  on 

Jthc  gredt  principles  in  contestation,  never  before  made 

fiby  a  formal  and  obligatory  act  of  the  Government, 

^  Vfhich  vras  highly  favorable  to  our  interest,"  &c. 

ii 
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"  We  were  therefore  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the 
paper  of  the  British  Commissioners  placed  the  interest 
of  impressment  on  ground  which  it  was  both  safe  and 
honorable  for  the  United  States  to  admit ;  that  in  short 
it  gave  this  Government  command  of  the  subject  for 
every  necessary  and  useful  purpose.  Attached  to  the 
treaty,  it  was  the  basis  or  condition  on  which  the  treaty 
rested.  Strong  in  its  character  in  their  favor  on  the 
great  question  of  right,  and  admitting  a  favorable  con- 
struction on  others,  it  placed  us  on  more  elevated 
ground  in  those  respecU  than  we  held  before." 

"  War,  therefore,  seemed  to  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  such  a  state  of  things,  and  I  was  far  from 
considering  it  an  alternative,  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  arrangement  which  was  offered  to  us. 
V\  hen  I  took  into  view  the  prosperous  and  happy  con- 
dition of  the  United  States,  compared  with  that  of 
other  nations;  that  as  a  neutral  Power  they  were  al- 
most the  exclusive  carriers  of  the  productions  of  the 
whole  world ;  an«^that  in  commerce  they  floarished 
beyond  example,  notwithstanding  the  losses  they  oc- 
casionally sulfered,  I  was  strong  in  the  opinion  that 
those  blessings  ought  not  to  be  hazarded  in  such  a 
question.  Many  other  considerations  tended  to  con- 
firm me  in  that  sentiment.  I  knew  that  the  United 
States  were  not  prepared  for  the  war;  that  their  coast 
was  unfortified,  and  their  cities  in  a  great  measure  de- 
fenceless; that  their  militia,  in  many  of  the  States, 
was  neither  armed  or  trained,  and  that  their  whole 
revenue  was  derived  from  commerce.  I  could  not  pre- 
sume that  there  was  just  cnuse  to  doubt  which  of  the 
alternatives  ought  to  be  preferred," 

These  extracts,  sir,  speak  for  themselves,  and 
need  no  commentary.  How  far.  since  he  has 
been  restored  to  favor,  the  Colonel  has  disregarded 
these  opinions  and  proved  worthy  of  his  employ- 
ers, may  be  gathered  from  an  important  occur- 
rence during  the  Spring  session.  I  claim  the  un- 
divided attention  of  the  House,  while  I  explain 
the  matter  to  which  I  allude. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  during  the  Spring 
session,  the  President  nominated  the  noted  Jona" 
than  Russell  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
Court  of  Sweden.  Mr.  Russell's  character  did 
not  stand  very  fair  before  the  public,  on  account 
of  an  alleged  omission,  on  his  part,  to  deny  the 
assertion  of  the  Duke  of  Bas^ano,  that  the  French 
repealing  decree,  of  April,  1811,  had  been  regu- 
larly, and  in  due  lime,  communicated  to  this 
Government,  or  its  accredited  agent  at  the  French 
Court.  Before  acting  upon  the  nomination,  the 
Senate  conceived  it  would  be  proper  to  ascertain, 
officially,  the  grounds  of  the  suspicion  against 
Mr.  Russell's  fidelity  and  truth.  A  committee 
for  that  purpose  was  appointed  by  the  Senate, 
with  instructions  to  wait  on  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  inquire  into  the  fact  of  the  alleged  cul- 
pable omi>sion  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  vera- 
city of  his  Government  at  the  French  Court. 
Having  performed  the  duties  assigned  to  them, 
that  committee  reported  in  form  to  the  Senate, 
that  they  had  called  on  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  made  the  inquiry  ihey  were  instructed  to 
make,  and  that  the  Secretary  had  given  for  an- 
swer, that  no  official  letter  was  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Slate  containing  the  contradiction  or 
coramunicatioa  required  j  but  he  informed  them 
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there  was  a  private  letter  in  his  possession,  which, 
he  said,  contained  such  a  contradiction.  Here 
ended  the  report  in  substance  to  the  Senate;  but 
I  have  it  from  the  mouth  of  more  than  one  of  that 
committee— it  is  no  secret,  sir— that  the  said  pri- 
vate letter  was  read  to  them  by  Colonel  Monroe, 
but  it  contained  no  such  contradiction. 

Well,  sir,  about  this  very  time,  that  the  Sen- 
ate was  engaged  in  the  investigation,  the  atten- 
tion of  this  House  was  called  to  the  same  subject 
on  motion  of  my  distinguished  friend  from  New 
Hampshire.  (Mr.  Webster.)  After  much  diffi- 
culty, the  House  adopted  the  resolution  callinj 


right  arm.     You  sever  it  from  her  body,  or  lash 

It  tight  to  her  side,  whenever  she  is  forced  to  per- 
mit her  seamen  to  be  tempted  into  neutral  ser- 
vice by  the  higher  wages  and  better  treatment 
they  there  receive.  The  facility  with  which  her 
^ubJects  are  naturalized  in  this  country,  the  bare- 
faced perjury  which  provides  them  with  protec- 
tions, without  trouble  or  expense,  reduced  Eng- 
land to  the  necessity  of  exercising,  as  an  act  of 
preventive  justice,  what  she  claimed  as  a  bel- 
ligerent right,  or  submitting  to  the  growing  and 
alarming  evil  of  losing  her  best  mariners.  "As  it 
fnr  .h-  I   f         .•      °^i«ru  »'^Vr°,'y!"'°  ^'i''"?    ''""'^  "°'  ^^  expected  of  her  passively  to  connive 


on  the  horns  of  the  dilemma.  Either  the  letter 
was  in  existence,  and  in  the  Department  of  State 
when  called  for  by  the  Senate,  or  it  was  not.  If 
the  affirmative  assertion  be  true,  then  the  Secre- 
tary was  guilty  of  a  wilful  untruth  ;  if  the  nega- 
tive, then  it  must  have  been  fabricated  for  the 
occasion,  and  deposited  in  the  Department  of 
Slate  afterwards,  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the 
parlies  implicated.  There  is  no  evading  this  re- 
sult-it IS  palpable— inevitable.  We  are  brought 
to  it  by  the  testimony  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
himself.  This  one  act  of  legerdemain  diplomacy 
fixed  him  in  the  confidence  of  his  employers. 
The  SID  of  negotiating  a  treaty  with  England 
was  expiated — was  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  a  successful  extrication  of  the  Ministry  from 
extreme  difficulty.  He  won  the  approbation  and 
applause  of  his  parly.  The  sentiments  of  Colonel 
Monroe,  in  relation  to  a  treaty  with  England, 
when  left  to  think  for  himsell,  and  at  liberty  to 
act  independently,  may  be  found  in  his  letter  of 
vindication.  What  his  senlimentsand  principles 
now  are,  the  world  must  judge  from  his  actions. 
That  judgment  impartially  formed  will  not  vary 
much  from  the  estimate  I  have  made  of  his  char- 
acter. 

After  this  digression,  into  which  I  have  been 
led  by  Colonel  Monroe's  exculpatory  letter.  I 
will  return  to  ihequestion  of  impressment,  which 
is  the  only  remaining  cause  of  quarrel  with  Great 
Britain,  and  for  which  the  war  is  continued. 
England  claims  the  right  to  impress  her  seamen 
from  our  merchant  vessels.  To  take  American 
citizens,  she  has  never  for  a  moment  set  up  the 
extravagant  pretension.  The  similarity  of  lan- 
guage and  manners  between  the  two  people  give 
rise  to  many  vexatious  abuses  of  the  exercise  of 
the  right  of  impressment,  and  the  only  possible 
mode  of  accommodating  the  opposite  claims  of 
the  two  Governments  is  by  negotiation  and  mu- 
tual concession.  Struggling  as  England  has  been 
for  existence,  depending  upon  her  marine  for  de- 
fence and  protection,  she  could  not  permit  neu- 
tral merchant  vessels  to  be  converted  into  an 
asylum  for  deserters  from  her  service,  without 
endangering    her    navy.     Her    seamen    are    her 


..  per- 
fectly willing  to  accept.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted 
they  would  have  come  to  the  same  terms  before, 
but  from  a  fear  of  France,  and  a  habit  of  submis- 
sion to  that  Power.  A  wise  and  provident  Min- 
istry would  have  been  content  with  an  arrange- 
ment relinqui>hing  the  practice  of  impressment, 
without  stipulating  a  formal  abandonment  of  the 
principle. 

I  will  say  a  few  words  upon  the  question  of 
the  right  of  a  nation  to  the  service  of  her  subjects 
during  war,  and  to  seize  them  on  a  common  ju- 
risdiction. There  is  nothing  novel  in  the  claim 
of  a  belligerent  to  call  home  her  subjects  to  assist 
in  defending  their  country.  She  may  take  them 
by  force  to  aid  in  the  common  struggle  for  self- 
preservation.  A  belligerent  has  a  right  to  search 
neutral  vessels.  It  has  never  been  denied  by  our 
Government,  though  it  has  been  disputed  on  this 
floor.  In  his  famous  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  Mr.  Madison  directs  him  to  stipulate,  ia 
the  treaty  he  was  negotiating,  for  a  renunciatioa 
of  the  claim  to  take  from  neutral  vessels  any  per- 
son "  not  in  the  military  service  of  an  enemy;  aa 
'  exception  (says  he)  which  we  admit  to  come 
'  within  the  law  of  nations,  on  the  subject  of 
'  contraband  of  war."  The  right  of  search  is  then 
admitted.  For  what  may  ihe  belligerent  search  1 
For  contraband  of  war,  which  is  lawful  prize  to 
the  belligerent;  for  persons  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  enemy,  whom  she  may  make  prison- 
ers, upon  the  principle  of  preventing  them  from 
doing  her  furure  harm.  If,  under  the  acknow- 
ledged right  of  search.  Great  Britain  could  search 
American  vessels,  and  take  therefrom  whatever 
was  legal  prize  to  the  seizing  belligerent,  and 
could  also  make  captive  enemies'  subjects,  how 
much  stronger  is  her  claim  to  her  own,  to  take 
what  is  neither  enemy  nor  neutral,  but  what  al- 
ways belonged  to  her — her  own  subjects,  whose 
services  are  required  for  the  common  defence  ?  It 
being  admitted  that  she  may  make  prisoner  of  an 
enemy,  to  prevent  his  doing  the  belligerent  fu- 
ture harm,  why  may  she  not  take  her  own  sub- 
jects for  the  same  purpose  of  strengthening  her- 
self and  weakening  the  enemy,  by  aiding  in  re- 
pelling his  attack*?     It  stands  to  reason — it  par- 
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Kakes  of  ibe  justice  of  the  principle  of  search  and  |  '  for  ail  British  seamen,  the  effect  of  such  a  con- 
rieizure,  ihat  a  neutral  cannot  protect  by  forcible  'cession  upon  her  maritime  strength,  on  which 
radversar/ possession  the  subjects  of  a  belligerent,  ;  '  Great  Britain  depended,  might  be  fatal." 
TyiheD  it,  cannot  protect  the  properly  or  military  ;  Although  willing  to  accept  a  substitute,  which 
\  jubjects  of  an  enemy.  This  is  the  dispute  between  would  completely  provide  for  the  interest  and  se- 
^fis.  We  claim  ihe  right  to  protect  British  subjects  cure  the  honor  of  the  United  States,  it  appears 
59Ut  of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  laws,  by  giving  an  ex-  that  Great  Britain  never  would  yield  the  prin- 
jcra  territorial  operation  to  municipal  regulations,    ciple. 

iin   his  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  Monroe,  be-        In  a  despatch  from  our  Ministers,  on  the  lltfx 
i^re  referred  to,  Mr.  Madison  says,  '•  if  the  law  of    of  September,  18(iG,  they  say  the  British  Minis- 
f^Uegianfe,  which  is  a  municipal  law,"  dec,  and 
♦■yet  we  claim  to  protect  foreigners  out  of  our  ju- 
'risdiclio^i,  who  owe  but  a  local  temporary  allegi- 
'»nce  to  the  United  States,  against  the  prior  and 

It  will 


ters  asserted  the  right  of  seizing  her  own  subjects, 
adding  that  "  the  relinquishment  of  itat  this  time 


a 

'  would 


Ijpermanont  claim  of  their  native  country. 

shown  hereaAer.  that  the  arm  of  protection  is 


go  lar  to  the  overthrow  of  their  naval 
'  power,  on  which  the  safely  of  the  Slate  essea- 
'  lially  depended." 

In  1806,  the  British  Commissioners  referred  the 


'D  be  extended  beyond  our  territorial  limits  as  j  question  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  re- 

5 yell  for  foreigners  of  that  description,  as  those  ;  ported  in  favor  of  the  right  of  taking  their  owa 
yho  haye  undergone  the  legal  process  of  natu-  |  subjects,  and  the  Commissioners  themselves  thea 
.•vulizatiofi.  Thai  we  do  claim  the  right  of  pro-  ,  added,  ''  that  the  relinquishment  of  it  was  a  meas- 
-tecting  Dritish  subjects,  deserters  or  not,  is  to  be  '  ure  which  the  Government  could  not  adopt  wilh- 
^ound  iQ;every  declaration  and  act  of  Adminis- 
tration. The  same  letter  before  referred  to,  page 
«ll,  contfjins  this  passage:  '"With  this  exception 
^  ^contraband  of  war)  we  consider  a  neutral  flag 


out  taking  upon  itself  a  responsibility  which  no 
Ministry  could  be  willing  to  meet,  however 
pres.sing  the  emergency  might  be." 

Having  thus  given  their  final  answer,  the  Brit- 
^  on  the  iiigh  sea^,  as  a  safeguard  to  those  sailing    is'h  Ministers,  still  anxious  to  arrange  the  dispute 
H  under  il."     Thus,  an  asylum,  a  secure  refuge  is  :  upon  impressment,  submitted    to  our   Ministers 
Jo  be  afl'urded  by  American  merchant  vessels  to  I 
ijjriiish  deserters.     It  is  for  a  recognition  of  this  i 
4kaughiy  and  extravagant  pretension,  which  no  ; 
4Jriiish   Minister  dare  recognise,  that  we  are  at  j 
/Iwar.     A  pretension  which  they  have  reiterated 

ihey  coi;ld   not  recognise,  though  they  have  as 

iiiftea  manifested  a  sincere  wish  to  come  to  an 

rrangement,  which  would  be  mutually  salisfac- 

jry  to  both  nations.     Our  Government  has  never 

net  theif  wishes  expre.<^sed  on  this  subject  by  a 

;orrespo(iding  disposition  or  overture.  An  aban- 
donment of  the  right  is  what  they  have  never 
■/eased   to   demand.     And  when   instructions   to 


the  subjoined  counter  project  to  that  which  Col. 
Monroe  was  directed  to  propose:  "Whereas, 
'  when  one  nation  is  at  war,  and  the  other  at 
;  peace,  it  is  not  lawful  for  the  belligerent  to  im- 

•  press  or  carry  off  from  the  neutral  vessel  sea- 
■  faring  persons  who  are  the  natives  c^"  the  neutral 

•  country,  or  others,  who  are  not  ihe  subjects  of 

•  the  belligerent ;  and  whereas,  from  similarity  of 
'  language  and  appearance,  it  may  be  difficult  to 
'  distinguish  the  subjects  of  the  two  States,  the 
'  high  contracting  parties  agree,  for  the  greater 
'  security  of  the  neutral  subjects,  they  will  re- 
'  spectivfly  enact  such  laws  as  shall  subject  to 


•  heavy  penalties  the  commanders  of  belligerent 
'  .''hips,  who  shall  carry  off  the  subjects  of  the 


V to 

>.faat  effe-t  have  been  uniformly  given  to  Minis- 
ters, can  any  one  believe  a  treaty  has  been  hon-  I  '  ."'hips,  who  shall  carry  off  the  subj 
jjibtly  and  sincen>Iy  sought  by  our  rulers?     To  !' neutral  on  any  pretence  whatever."     What,  sir, 
J[iresent  the  question   fairly,   by  explaining  the    could   be  more  fair?  or  more  fully  answer  the 
■"    ■  -.-•.--  pretended  claim  of  Administration?    The  pro- 

posal was,  nevertheless,  rejected.  The  Briiish 
Ministers,  still  anxious  to  place  the  question  upoa 
the  best  possible  footing  for  this  country,  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  our  Ministers,  from  which  I  beg 
leave  to  read  a  short  extract.  They  slate  "that 
■  instructions  had  been  given,  and  should  be  re- 

•  pealed  and  enforced,  for  the  observance  of  the 
'  greatest  caution  in  the  impressing  British  sea- 
I  men,  and  that  the  strictest  care  shall  be  taken 
'  to  preserve  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  from 
'  any  molestation  or  injury,  and  that  immediate 

•  and  prompt  redress  shall  be  afforded  upon  any 
'  representaiion  of  injury  sustained  by  them." 

Iq  noticing  this  letter  to  our  Government, 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  say,  '•  everything  is 
'  expressed  in  it  that  could  be  desired,  except  the 
'  relinquishmentof  the  principle."  But  Mr,  .Madi- 
son, in  his  celebrated  letter  of  instructions,  of  May 
20,  1807,  says  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney, 
•'you  will  observe  that  the  proposition  is  so 
'  framed  as  not  to  comprehend  among  Britislx 


s'lewsand  feelings  of  the  British  Government  upon 

e  question  of  impressment,  tedious  as  may  be 

|ie  process,  I  must  read  a  few  extracts  from  doc- 

ments  before  the  House. 

|-    Mes.sr;?.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  held  a  conference 

Lrith  Lords  Auckland  and  Holland,  on  the  22d 

^f  August,  1806.     These  Commissioners,  always 

eemed  friendly  to  this  country,  declared  "that 

they  fell  the  strongest  repugnance  to  a  formal 

renunciation  of  their  claim  to  lake  from  our 

vessels  on  the  high  seas  such  seamen  as  should 

I  appear  to  be  their  own  subjects ;  and  they  pressed 

^  upon   us  with   ruuch  zeal  a  substitute  for  such 

I  abandonment,"  Jcc.     "They  enforced  this  (say 

our  Ministers  in  their  despatch)  by  observing, 

that  they  supposed  our  object  to  be  to  prevent 

'  the  impressmecit  of  American  seamen,  and  not 

to  withdraw  British  seamen  from  the  service  of 

I  their  country,  in  times  of  great  national  peril,  in 

^  order  to  employ  them  ourselves;  that  their  pro- 

5  posal  would  effect  this  object ;  that  if  they  should 

consent  to  make  our  commercial  navy  an  asylum 
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*  seamen  those  who  have  been  made  citizens  of 
■  the  United  Slates,  and  who  must  necessarily  be 

*  so  regarded  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  under 
'  our  flag." 

We  are  at  war  then  for  a  principle  which 
Great  Britain  has  declared  she  never  would  yield, 
although  she  was  willing  to  compromise — for  a 
principle  which  Mr.  Monroe  declares  was  "hon- 
orably and  advantageously  arranged"  by  the  re- 
jected treaty  of  1806.  This  is  the  object  of  the 
war  now  avowed  by  its  authors.  I  may  here- 
after show  It  was  engaged  in  for  objects  alto- 
gether different. 

Mr.  Chairman,  upon  this  question  of  impress- 
ment,allegiance,  protection, and  reialialiop, which 
has  been  connected  with  it,  gentlemen  here  may 
fret,  r.-iil,  and  argue,  until  doomsday.  They  may 
set  up  new-fangled  doctrines,  unknown  to  public 
law,  and  deny  old  and  established  principles,  but  as 
far  as  depends  upon  the  opinions  of  the  ablest 
jurists,  and  the  practice  of  the  oldest  regular 
Governments,  the  point  in  controversy  is  long 
ago  settled.  It  is  immutably  determined.  It  is 
inherent  in  the  very  nature  of  society  and  Gov- 
ernment. If  it  were  otherwise,  every  political 
society  would  contain  the  seeds  of  its  own  disso- 
lution and  destruction,  instead  of  the  great  in- 
herent principle  of  perpetuity  and  power.  Sir, 
we  have  no  right  to  the  service  of  the  subjects  of 
a  foreign  Prince.  We  can,  if  we  choose,  and 
have  the  power,  protect  them  against  the  supe- 
rior claim  of  their  native  country — we  may  de- 
clare a  war  for  such  an  object,  but  we  derive  no 
such  right  from  social  regulations  or  the  public 
law  of  nations. 

It  is  a  fundamental  maxim  of  the  common  law 
of  England,  which,  I  believe,  we  have  no  power 
to  repeal,  or  just  pretension  to  render  nugatory 
in  its  operation,  ''that  natural  allegiance  is  per- 
'  peiual,  and  cannot  be  affected  by  lime,  place,  or 
'  circurasiances,  nor  can  it  be  changed  by  swear- 
'  ing  allegiance  lo  another  Sovereign — ihe  sub- 
'jecl  may  to  be  sure  by  such  means  entangle 
'  himself,  but  he  cannot  unloosen  ihe  bands  which 
'  connect  him  with  his  native  country." — [See 
Blackstone's  Commentaries. 

Availing  themselves  of  the  indulgence  of  pur- 
suing their  happiness  in  whatever  climes  their 
fortunes  may  lead  them,  if  they  form  engage- 
ments with  another  Government  inconsisienl 
with  their  prior  and  permanent  obligations  to 
their  native  country,  it  is  an  act  done  in  their 
own  wrong.  They  enter  into  a  contract  from  its 
nature  void,  ab  initio,  because  it  requires  two 
parlies,  both  able,  to  make  a  valid  contract,  lo 
the  case  mentioned  one  of  the  parlies  to  the  con- 
tract of  naturalization  was  disabled  from  con- 
tracting. If  the  foreigner,  owing  original  and 
permanent  allegiance  to  his  naiive  country,  from 
uhich  he  has  no  power  to  absolve  himself,  except 
by  her  consent,  express  or  implied,  engages  to  per- 
form opposite  and  irreconcilable  dulie>.  he  alone 
H  to  blame  for  the  difficulties  in  whicli  he  may 
find  himself  involved.  This  I  conceive  a  full 
answer  to  everything  alleged  of  the  hardship  of 
naturalized  citizens  being  forced  lo  perform  con- 


flicting duties.  Is  it  said  naturalized  citizens 
may  be  forced  to  bear  arras  against  their  native 
country,  and  therefore  are  entitled  to  protectioa 
from  their  adopted  country,  as  naiive  citizens  are 
within,  and  without  our  teriitorial  jurisdiction? 
They  were  not  forced  to  abjure  allegiance  to  their 
Government.  The  fault  is  their  own,  if  they  have 
■'entangled  themselves"  by  an  act  done  in  their 
own  wrong. 

In  the  case  of  retaliation  presented  to  the  na- 
tion, the  President  goes  further  than  some  gen- 
tlemen of  the  ministerial  side  seem  prepared  (o 
follow  him.  He  not  only  claims  to  protect  for- 
eigners naturalized  by  our  laws,  but  this  protec- 
tion is  to  be  extended  to  emigrants  who  owe 
merely  a  local  temporary  allegiance  lo  this  coun- 
try. According  to  his  deluMve,  unsound  doc- 
trine, those  are  to  be  protected  who  have  "  incor-' 
poraied  themselves  into  our  political  society.'' not 
according  to  our  laws,  but  according  to  '*  the 
modes  recognised  by  Great  Britain."  Now,  sir, 
I  am  prepared  to  go  a  step  further  than  has  beea 
deemed  necessary  from  the  actual  case  presented 
to  our  consideration.  1  say  an  Englishman,  natu- 
ralized or  not  by  our  laws,  if  found  in  arms 
against  his  native  country,  is  a  traitor  by  the  laws 
of  his  native  country.  1  do  not  confine  the  posi- 
tion to  British  subjects  naturalized  here,  and 
made  captive  within  the  dominions  of  lUeir  Sov- 
ereign, where  the  arm  of  protection  cannot  be 
extended,  but  if  the  armies  of  the  enemy  crossed 
the  lines  and  invaded  us  in  turn,  and  made  pris- 
oner a  Briton  in  arms  against  Britain,  he  is  as 
much  a  traitor  as  if  taken  in  the  heart  of  the 
British  Empire.  If,  by  the  laws  of  England,  her 
subjects  cannot  throw  off  their  allegiance,  and 
are  taken  in  arms,  no  matter  where,  they  must 
answer  lo  the  offended  laws  of  iheir  native  coun- 
try for  the  parricidal  act.  I  can  see  no  assignable 
difference  in  the  cases,  according  to  the  laws  of 
England,  and  who  is  born  in  that  political  so- 
ciety, is  bound  by  its  primary  laws  and  regula- 
tions. They  are  not  to  be  annulled,  or  altered, 
for  the  convenience  of  an  individual,  or  the  few, 
totheimminent  dangerordestruciion  of  the  many. 
Our  naturalization  laws  can  have  no  more  bind- 
ing effect  upon  other  nations,  than  any  other  mu- 
nicipal regulation.  By  claiming  to  give  them 
an  extended  operation  to  other  countries,  we  in- 
terfere in  their  internal  government.  We  set  up 
the  lolly  and  high-sounding  pretension  of  legis- 
lating for  the  whole  world — of  making  our  acts 
grafts  upon  the  public  law  of  nations — of  incor- 
porating our  municipal  acts  into  the  great  code 
of  nations.  If  we  mean  and  are  able  lo  contend 
against  a  world  in  arms,  this  new  and  lowering 
pretension  may  be  persisted  in,  as  .similar  inno- 
vations have  been  by  invincible  conquerors,  who 
know  no  laws  human  or  divine,  that  assign 
bounds  to  their  ambition.  Upon  no  principle, 
neither  according  to  the  previous  admissions  and 
practice  of  our  own  Government,  nor  the  long 
established  principles  of  other  nations,  can  we 
maintain  such  a  claim.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  detain  the  House  by  reciting  the  circumstances 
of  Clark's  case,  who  was  taken  as  a  spy  and  dis- 
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iarged  by  Mr.  Msdison.     The  case  of  Williams, 
hcided  by  Judge  Ellsworth,  in  Connecticut,  also 
riows  by  our   laws,  as  well    as  those  of  Great 
fc^ritain.  iljat  allegiance  is  perpetual.     The  cele- 
Lated  ca^e  of  McDonald,  shows  what  the  law 
rjd    praciice    is    m   England  and    France,   who 
Ijver  thought  for  a  moment  of  resorting  to  re- 
,*iiatioD.  for  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  an 
ilopted  citizen  who  had  lived  in  France  from  his 
fiifancy,  held  a  commission   in  her  service,  and 
>s  taken  in  arms  against  England,  and  tried  as 
traitor.     Such   men  are  traitors,  in  the  legal 
rijie  sense  of  the  word,  and  ought  to  be  treated 
t-   such.     The  good  ol  society  and   the  safety  of 
(|^vernments  require  it.     If.  to  protect  them,  we 
iWort  to  a  bloody,  ferocious,  exterminating  sys- 
t|<D  of  reijiliation.  we  shed  the  innocent  blood  of 
(ier  own  cjountrymen.     We  cause  the  blow  to  be 
ffcjuck,  though  we  do  not  immediately  aim  or  di- 
m^t  it.     I  say  then,  without  reserve,  if  the  Presi- 
"Ail   proceed   in   the  ruthless  bloody  business  he 
lifi  commenced,  he  is  answerable  here  and  here- 
Iser  for  all   the  American  lives  wantonly  sacn- 
fed.     Posterity  will  pronounce  him  guilty,  and 
^pp  maledictions  upon  his  name.     The  unnaiu- 
r  S";  deed   will   blacken    the   page  of  our  history. 
■\  'tien  the  party  contests  of  the  day  are  forgotten  ; 
\  ;jen  the  passions  engendered  by  political  strife 
1:  ,/e  subsided;    when   reason   shall    resume  her 
t   (one,  anU  the  present  generation  is  swept  into 
t  ;*  silent  tomb,  those  who  live  after  us  will  pro- 
ifunce  a  dreadful  judgment  upon  the  chief  ac- 
idtt^  in  this  tragedy  of  blood  and  murder.     As 
<»■>«''  Magistrate  of  this  Republic.  1  owe  your 
lj<riideni,  sir,  mucn  respect,  still  I  have  no  oil  of 
afiijilation   to  pour  upon  his  head.     As  the  chief 
oPo  party.  I  turn  from  him  with  instinctive  dread 
8f I  loathing,  still,  so  prosper  all  ray  efforts  here. 
ll^ish   him   no  other  ill,  than  that  he  may  live 
l(*,g  enough  to  see  his  errors— to  become  sensible 
o|jhe  miseries  and  afflictions  he  has  brought  upon 
liis  abused  people — to  repent  and  reform  ! 

yThe  question  of  impressment  was  advanta- 
gvously  and  honorably  arranged,  in  the  opinion 
oijour  Ministers.  Not  a  doubt  is  now  entertained 
ll^  Administration  would  hail  with  joy  a  treaty 
«*iilar  to  that  rejected. 

fthe  second  reason  assigned  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
f<i  rejecting  the  treaty  was,  that  the  British  Min- 
isfcrs  reserved  the  right  of  retaliating  the  Berlin 
dfvjree,  if  it  was  not  resisted  by  this  Government. 
I  fty,  wiliiout  any  such  reservation,  she  would 
hr*'e  been  perfectly  justifiable  in  adopting  a  sys- 
te  :\  of  retaliation,  after  a  reasonable  time  allowed 
tfc  %  Government  to  resist  that  edict.  But  she 
w  \  so  anxious  to  leave  this  Government  without 
a  -reiext  tor  discontent,  that  she  would  not  resort 
tc  (he  laws  of  self-defence  without  due  notice  to 
u  collaterally  involved  by  this  commercial  war- 
fa^t;.  Instead  of  receiving  this  avowal  of  the  ne- 
to  which  England  might  be  reduced,  of 
cting  upon  France  the  evils  of  her  own  in- 
ce,  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  made,  it  was 
«i^.ther  reason  witn  Mr.  Jefferson  for  rejecting 
tif  treaty.  And  here  permit  me  to  say,  that  no 
n^jj^n  of  an  indepenueat  discriminating  mind,  and 
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of  sound  judgment,  can  doubt  the  jasiice  of  the 
British  retaliation  of  the  Berlin  decree   as  far  as 
any  neutral  was  concerned,  who  had  acquiesced 
in  that  decree.  Otherwise  the  contest  with  France 
would   have  been  most  unequal.     Allies  m  the 
disguise  of  neutrals  could  shield  France,  while 
the   breast  of  Britain  was  bared  to  the  sword  of 
her  enemy.     But  it  was  not  for  Mr.  Jefferson  to 
become   a   party  by  implication,  as  he  feared  it 
would   be  deemed  in  France,  to  any  plan  of  re- 
sisting  the  great  system  of  commercial  annihila- 
tion commenced  at  Berlin.     No,  Bonaparte's  at- 
titude at   that  period  was  too  imposing  to  allow 
of  such   rash  counsels  as  implied  an  auachmeut 
to   commerce,  and  a   determination   to  oppose  a 
barrier  to  French  encroachments.     '•  The  great 
and   generous   Napoleon"   had  just   broken   into 
fragments    the    triple  coalition.     Prussia    struck 
down,  and   her  power  broken  to  pieces  ;  Russia 
driven  to  her  frontier,  and  converted  to  an  ally 
from  an  enemy;  the  "  supereminent  Napoleon" 
seated  on  the  throne  of  the  Great  Frederick,  was 
dictating   law  to  the  commercial  world.     The 
Berlin  decree  was  the  commencement  of  the  very 
system  to  which  we  are  one  of  the  very  few  par- 
ties left.     It  was  intended  to  incorporate  into  the 
new  commercial  code  the  very  principles  which 
have  been  contended  for  on  this  floor;  nothing 
therefore,  could  have  been  more  remote  from  Mr! 
Jefferson's  wishes  or  intentions  than  any  .stipula- 
tion which  looked   like  resistance  to   the   Berlin 
decree.     Under  such  circumstances,  and  at  such 
a  time  was  it,  that  the  treaty  was  rejected.     At 
a  time  when  the  prophets  and  wise  men   here 
talked  familiarly  of  a  national  bankrupiy  in  Eng- 
land, or  of  her  speedy  overthrow  by  Bonaparte 
it  a  civil  war  was  not  produced  by  our  restrictive 
energies,  which  were  driving  the  manufacturers 
to  madness  and  desperation.     From  this  time  we 
were  gradually  drawn  into  the  great  Continental 
Confederacy,  the  principles  of  which  were  sanc- 
tified by  the  decree  of  Berlin.     Now  came  the 
vaunted  Treaty  of  Tilsit.     It  was  the  cornerstone 
of  the  immense  fabric  built  upon  the  Berlin  de- 
cree.    At  Tilsit  was  digested  and  methodized  the 
grand  scheme  of  commercial  annihilation,  com- 
menced at  the  Prussian  capital,  not  many  inonths 
previous.     By  enticing  or  forcing  all  the  States 
of  Uie  Continent  in  this  league,  their  ports  were 
to  be  shut  against  British  commerce.     How  far 
the   continental    system    succeeded    amon^r    the 
States  of  Europe  the  world  well  knows.  'How 
far,    thenceforward,   Mr.   Jefferson    evinced    his 
steady  purpose  of  uniting  in  the  war  upon  com- 
merce, IS  to  be  collected  from  the  acts  of  Admin- 
istration.    Tedious  as  I  may  be,  yet  it  is  neces- 
sary.  to  arrive  at  the  results  I  propose,  to  take  a 
rapid  view  ol  some  of  the  acts  of  co-operation 
with  h  ranee,  which  stain  our  statute  book.     The 
embargo  stands  first  and  pre-eminent  in  this  black 
catalogue.     It   is   notorious;    it   was    familiarly 
talked  ol   m  the  Paris  coffee-houses.     It   was  a 
topic  of  tilea  tite  in  the  coteries  of  the  Imperial 
Metropolis.     Our  Minister  in  France  gave  warn- 
ing of  the  measure.     Merchants  on  the  Continent 
wrote  to  their  correspondents  here  to  prepare  for 
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an  embargo  upon  all  our  ports.  At  length  de;<- 
patches  arrived  from  General  Armstrong,  and  as 
quick  as  the  thunder  succeeds  the  flash'that  an- 
nounces It.  our  ports  were  sealed.  An  embargo 
unlimited  as  to  duration,  and  universal  in  extent 
siXhke  Incuhxis  upon  the  land,  blastins  its  best 
fruits  more  than  all  the  congregated  fluids  of  the 
heavens  poured  down  at  once  upon  our  crops. 
How  are  we  to  account  for  this  foreknowledge  in 
France  of  measures  to  be  adopted  here?  How  for 
the  decree  promulgated  by  Bonaparte,  avowedly  to 
enforce  the  embargo?  There  is  but  one  explana- 
tion. But  it  is  not  the  least  mortifying  circum- 
stance, that  while  the  rays  of  the  great  political 
sun  of  Europe  illumined  the  track  of  merchants 
and  speculators  on  the  Continent,  our  poor  out- 
cast merchants  and  delyded  people  were  left  to 
grope  in  the  dark,  without  a  faint  glimmering  of 
light  to  guide  them.  It  is  enough  to  add,  -Na- 
poleon the  Great"  applauded  the  embargo,  as  a 
generous  renunciation  of  commerce,  rather  than 
submit  to  the  shackles  imposed  on  it. 

The  next  important  event,  which  forms  one  of 
the  links  in  the  chain  which  connects  us  with 
France,  is  the  Grand  Congress  at  Erfurth,  in 
November,  1808.  There  the  system  of  commer- 
cial annihilation,  stipulated  at  Tilsit,  was  to  be 
more  completely  organized,  and  rendered  univer- 
sal. I  do  not  say,  sir,  we  were  avowedly  and  in 
due  form  represented  at  thai  Congress.  But.  one 
fact  is  established  beyond  contradiction:  a  Mr. 
Short,  whose  name  had  not  been  heard  before  by 
one  man  in  ten  thousand,  was  secretly  despatched, 
via  France,  in  good  season  to  arrive  at  that  Con- 
gress. Although  I  have  always  understood  he 
travelled  quite  as  rapidly  as  Mr.  Barlow,  who 
lost  his  life  by  dancing  attendance  on  Bonaparte, 
I  cannot  say  that  he  arrived  in  time  to  take  his 
seat  in  the  General  Congress.  One  thin<»  is  cer- 
tain, if  he  went  upon  any  other  errand,  it  never 
has  been  stated,  while  the  appointment  of  the 
man.  and  his  mission,  was  at  the  time  as  unknown 
to  the  people  as  the  ''  secrtts  of  the  prison-house." 
it  is  equally  certain,  when  he  was  afterwards 
nominated  to  the  Senate,  he  was  unanimously 
rejected.  His  appointment  was  contrary  to  law. 
because  there  was  no  vacancy  to  fill  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate.  But,  Mr.  Jefferson  had'done 
what  he  wanted,  and  was  not  to  be  put  off  from 
his  purpose.  Disappointed  in  his  man,  he  was 
not  to  be  frustrated  in  his  ultimate  design.  Mr. 
Adams  was,  therefore,  nominated  Minister  to  St. 
Petersburg.  This  son  of  the  father  had  said, 
when  the  embargo  was  recommended,  upon  the 
high  responsibility  of  the  President.  '' the  Senate 
should  not  doubt  or  hesitate."  For  so  noble  a 
sentiment  he  must  be  rewarded,  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  buying  off  impatient  and  hungry  ofl5ce- 
seekcrs.  And  I  do  fear,  we  have  as  yet  had  only 
a  foretaste  of  the  efficacv  of  this  mode  of  purchas- 
ing supporters  for  the  Administration.  On  Mr. 
Adams's  subject,  I  have  only  to  add,  there  is  a 
region  in  Russia  that  would  be  a  fit  clime  for  a 
man  of  such  pliable  patriotism  and  convenient 
principles  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

The  embargo,  Mr.  Chairman,  came  exactly  in 


aid  of  the  invasion  of  Spain.  As  the  legions  of 
the  conqueror  were  descending  into  her  fertile 
plains  like  a  mountain  torrent,  we  did  our  utmost 
to  make  them  the  easy  prey  of  their  invader.  We 
could  do  no  more  than  was  done,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  attempt  to  steal  from  her,  provinces,  while 
she  was  struggling  for  self-pre.scrvation.'  Yet 
gentlemen  are  restless,  and  become  angry,  when- 
ever the  fact  of  the  co-operation  of  A'dministra- 
lion  with  France  is  alluded  to.  Sir.  I  will  con- 
.sent  to  abandon  ray  whole  course  of  political 
thinking,  and  to  be  ranged  under  the  Court  col- 
ors, on  the  Treasury  bench,  if  it  can  be  shown 
in  what  respect  the  policy  of  Administration  has 
been  at  variance  with  the  policy  of  France  for 
SIX  successive  years.  It  is  a  melancholy,  degrad- 
ing truth,  that  we  have  followed  her  track  as 
faithfully,  as  fleetly,  and  as  clamorously,  too,  as 
the  keen-scented,  well-trained  hound  pursues  the 
fox.  If  occasional  deviations  have  occurred,  it 
was  only  because  the  trail  was  lost  through  the 
intricacy  of  the  path,  but  the  leader  of  the  pack 
soon  got  upon  the  right  scent  again.  His  Impe- 
rial Majesty  has  no  other  ground  of  complaint 
against  us.  except  that  we  have  sometimes  been 
thrown  out  in  the  chase. 

I  mean  not  to  be  understood,  sir.  as  disputing 
the  right  of  the  majority  to  pass  what  laws  they 
please,  keeping  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitu- 
tion—to furra  what  foreign  leagues  or  alliances 
they  see  fit.  But,  while  I  admit  that  it  is  the 
'prerogative  of  the  majority  to  act,"  I  maintain 
I  the  privilege  of  the  minority  to  protest.  I  shall 
ever  claim  and  exercise  the  right  of  showing  by 
fair  and  manly  argument,  the  fact  of  the  co-oper- 
ation of  Ministers  with  France,  and  the  baleful 
effect  of  such  co-operation.  When,  sir,  your  jour- 
iials  show  it— when  your  annals  teem  with  evi- 
dence of  a  systematic  co-operaiion  with  France 
in  all  her  views,  why  are  gentlemen  startled  by 
a  reference  to  the  fact?  Why  do  their  cheeks 
mantle  at  the  charge  of  hating  England,  when 
they  do  burn  with  rage  against  her,  and  admiring 
France,  when  they  once  expressed  that  admira- 
tion as  ardently  as  ever  a  lover  wooed  his  para- 
mour, or  Cleopatra  sighed  for  the  embraces  of 
her  Roman  Antony. 

You  relieved  yourselves  from  the  embargo,  sir, 
by  the  artful  arrangement  of  April.  1S09,  made 
in  bad  faith,  and  never  intended  here  to  be  ear- 
ned into  effect,  even  if  ratified  by  England.  Its 
ratification  in  London  was  securely  guarded 
against  by  the  language  in  which  it  was  made. 
But  to  make  the  matter  sure,  as  if  a  double  bond 
of  fate  were  taken,  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
convention  was  formally  contravened  by  a  legis- 
lative act,  admitting  equally  the  vessels  of  war 
of  France  and  England  into  our  waters.  Under 
that  act,  too,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is- 
sued a  circular  opening  a  trade  with  France 
through  Holland,  her  dependency,  so  pronounced 
subsequently  by  Bonaparte  himself,  when  he 
chose  to  chastise  us  for  that  arrangement.  This 
was  done  in  the  same  spirit  and  with  the  same 
view,  that  Mr.  Madison  interwove  his  invectives 
against  the  British  Monarch  into  Mr.  Smith's 
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V  fer,  before  it  was  known  whether  the  arrange- 

ti    jit  would   be  avowed  or  dUavowed  in  Eng- 

^'he  embargo  being  "  hissed  off  the  stage,"  in 
i'  courM'  of  lime,  as  the  able  gentleman  from 
\  ^^laii  (Mr.  Shekfey)  told  you,  the  nation  was 
af  ysed  wi(h  ''Macon's  little  bill,  No.  1."  and 
jlle  bill,  No.  2."  It  escaped  the  sagacity  of 
honorable  gentleman  that  this  little  bill.  No, 
*anocent  and  harmless  as  it  appeared,  con- 
led  the  seeds  of  this  war.  It  was  intended  to 
,  and  did  lay,  the  foundation  of  the  famous,  I 
uld  say.  infamous  juggle  of  the  celebrated 
ore  letter.  To  enable  the  President  to  nego- 
ti.^it;  with  effect,  it  conferred  upon  him  legisla- 
tij^  powers — the  power  to  annul  and  re-enact  a 
la^.  of  Congress.  Even  in  the  griping  reign  of 
Hlijry  the  Eighthof  England,  when  a  complying, 
5-elv'ile  Parliament  clothed  that  Monarch  with 
Ifaflative  powers,  by  giving  to  his  proclamations 
tlijHbinding  force  of  law.  the  people  resisted  the 
erifoachmcnt.  The  cry  was.  Magna  Charta  is 
inj4dpd  !  and  the  voice  of  the  people  prevailed. 
Tv^'  King  submitted  ;  not  so  here.  Henry  the 
Eiliih  waj  agriping  tyrant,  but  notquiteso  stub- 
as  our  masier.  .Mr.  Madison  clung  to  bis 
ogative  as  Legislature  as  well  as  Executive, 
he  succeeded  in  legislating  the  country  into 
jir.  From  the  date  of  the  Cadore  letter,  the 
Gtvernment  travelled  on  step  by  step,  until  the 
Cu  otry  was  completely  emeshed  in  the  toils  of 
th  usurper.  We  passed  from  non-intercourse  to 
en  'iargo,  aud  to  non-iraporiaiion  upon  non-im- 
DO  nation,  fully  persuaded  that  Great  Britain  had 
buv  a  few  phorl  months  to  survive,  and  hoping 
fo^tbe  glory  of  sharing  the  spoils  with  Napo- 
lei.  )',  Dr.  Franklin  somewhere  remarks,  that  "we 
•  B  ;.emble  parliaments  and  Councils  to  have  the 
'  t  ^'lefit  of. their  collected  wisdom,  but  at  the 
'  s;  Ipe  time. we  have  the  inconvenience  of  their 
'  c  "lected  passions,  prejudices,  and  self-interest. 
'  I  '  the  ai(j  of  thesp,  artful  men  overpower  their 
'  jftgment.and  dupe  their  understandings.  And. 
'  iiiwe  may  judge  from  their  edicts,  arrets,  and 
'  ai*s,  all  t^e  world  over,  for  regulating  cora- 
'  ti'rce,  an  assembly  of  great  men  is  the  greal- 
'  e4;fooI  on  earth."' 

lir.  Chairman,  as  early  as  1794,  Mr.  Madison  '; 
befm  to  impregnate  the  minds  of  those  who  j 
ha|(»  since  supported  him,  with  all  the  absurd  i 
no*pns  which  now  prevail  of  the  efficacy  of  our 
restrictive  energies.  Ever  since  he  has  been  m 
pok-'er,  he  has  continued  to  test  his  favorite  the- 
Oftty  lacerating  the  nation  with  his  self-tortur- 
iijj, suicidal  systeru,  which  even  to  this  day, 
ag»  I'ast  all  experience,  is  persisted  in.  It  will  be 
pe||;Jsted  in  with  i>n  obstinacy  proportioned  to 
greater  importance  of  preserving  Mr.  Madi- 
i  reputation  for  consistency,  to  relieving  the 
le  and  preserving  the  Union.  Sir.  I  am  tired, 
,  sick  of  this  perpetual,  never-ending,  still- 
pning  recurrence  to  your  restrictive  energies, 
\  more  appropriate  language,  your  anti-cora- 
cial  fooleries.  What  effect  have  they  had 
{I  England?  no  more  than  children's  pep- 
would   have  upon   the   walls  of  Cluebec. 


Gentlemen   now  know  that  a  non-importation 
law  against   England  is  a  mere   brutuvi  J'ulmen. 
How  has  she  regarded  your  tremendous,  starv- 
ing, non-consuming  system,  that   was  to   drive 
her  manufacturers  to  rebellion  ?     You  have  not 
so  much  as  checked  or  deterred  her  one  moment 
in   the  gigantic,  noble  eflort.  to  liberate  the  en- 
slaved nations  of  Europe.     Her  means  of  subsi- 
dizing the  nations,  united  in  resisting  usurpation 
and  tyranny,  have  not  been  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree  diminished.     The    work   of  emancipation 
has  progressed   with  a  steady  and  a  quickened 
pace.     The   glorious    work    of  deliverance    has 
now  arrived  at  its  proud  point  of  consummation, 
in  spite  of  all  the   laborious  artifices  here,  to  in- 
sure success  to  tyranny  and  usurpation.     Feeble, 
feeble   indeed,  have   been   our  measures  against 
England  and  the  Allies^  formidable  and  afflict- 
ing to  ourselves  !     But  even  now,  sir,  now  that 
our  Cabinet   has  been  dragged    by  the  collar  to 
Gottenburg,  to  sue  for  peace,  if  they  have  the 
good  luck  to  get  a  treaty  which  happens    not  to 
have  submission  written   in  capitals  on  the  title 
page,  I  have  not  a  doubt,  it  will  be  ascribed  to  the 
magical  efficacy  of  your  restrictive  energies.  So 
deep  in  love  with  this  system  are  its  authors,  that 
even   now,  when   the  deliverance  of  the  Conti- 
nent has  opened  so  many  markets  to  the  British 
manufacturer,  that    the   supply  is   too  small  for 
the  demand,  yet  no  doubt,  the  system  will  be  con- 
tinued. Yes,  enlarged,  by  another  non-importation 
law!     And  for  what?     If  for   no  other  reason, 
to  hold   out   the   appearance    that   we  have  not 
been  acting  in   concert   with   France  heretofore, 
because  we  continue  the  system  even  after  it  is 
broken   up   on    the    European   continent.     This 
sort  of  management  is  very  well   understood  at 
the  palace.     It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  gen- 
tlemen will  state  the  reasons  and  objects  at  large 
for  passing  the  non-importation  law,  which  has 
come  down  from   the   Senate.     That  law,   too, 
like  the  bounty  bill,  may  be  carried  to  Gotten- 
burg in  the  pockets  of  our  Ministers,  by  way  of 
coercing  England  !     And  when  the  treaty  comes, 
''I  told  you  so  !"  will   exclaim  gentlemen;  "see 
what  our  restrictive  energies  have  done  at  last  I" 
No  doubt,  sir,  all  the  credit  will  be  given  to  em- 
bargo and  non-importation,  and  not  to  the  defeat 
of  Bonaparte.     So  have  gentlemen  succeeded  in 
puffing  this  political  catholicon,  which,  like   all 
other  nostrums,  from  the  worm-destroying  lozen- 
ges, and  bunip-dispelling  lotion,  down  to  the  itch- 
ointment,  will  never  stand  in  need  of  a  certifier 
.,0  vouch   for  its  infallibility.    But,  sir,  this  na- 
tion  will  not  be  forever   the   dupe  of  quackery 
and  imposture.     The  signs  of  the  times  warrant 
a  belief  that  the  people  in  their  hearts  loathe 
these  restrictive  nostrums.     The  time  is  not  dis- 
tant   when    the  grand   inventor    will   not   only 
cheerfully  dispose  of  his  patent  right,   but  will 
strive  hard  to  cast  the  credit  and  glory  of  his  in- 
vention upon  his  adversaries. 

Sir,  when  we  look  back  upon  the  past,  and  for- 
ward to  the  future,  1  can  see  no  claim  that  Ad- 
ministration have  upon  a  single  honest  man  in 
the  country  to  support  them  one  kour  longer  in 
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their  visionary  schemes  and  impracticable  pro- 
jects. I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  lay  their  hands 
upon  their  hearts  and  say,  whether  they  have 
performed  one  promise,  redeemed  one^ledge, 
from  their  accession  to  this  day.  What  good 
have  they  done  for  the  country?  What  mis- 
chief have  they  not  attempted  or  executed? 
They  came  into  power  with  their  mouths  full  of 
promises,  and  are  likely  to  go  out  covered  with 
the  curses  of  an  abused  and  betrayed  people.  To 
acknowledge  error,  and  retract,  is  of  the  highest 
order  of  virtue,  but  of  an  altitude  above  the  reach 
of  common  minds.  We  have,  then,  nothing  to 
hope  from  an  acknowledgment  and  retraction. 
What,  I  say,  were  the  leading  professed  princi- 
ples of  these  men  when  they  came  into  power? 
Love  of  peace,  aversion  to  conquest,  riveted  at- 
tachment to  liberty,  regard  for  economy,  and  re- 
spect for  the  rights  of  other  nations.  Yes,  sir, 
we  were  to  have  a  millenium  under  Democratic 
rule.  Federal  sins  and  abominations  were  to  be 
atoned  for  by  the  pious  and  goodly  works  of  De- 
mocracy. This  was  all  very  fine,  while  the 
word  of  promise  to  the  ear  was  kept,  but  for  the 
performance  let  the  condition  of  the  country  tes- 
tify. To  describe  it  would  sicken  the  patriot 
heart. 

Sir,  as  to  your  restrictive  warfare,  once  more 
let  me  ask,  what  has  it  done  for  you  ?  You 
pledged  all  your  political  character,  you  staked 
all  your  pretensions  as  statesmen,  to  bring  the 
proud  Monarch  of  the  detested  isle  to  your  feet 
if  the  restrictive  system  were  fairly  tried.  Did 
you  not  try  it  to  your  heart's  content  for  one  long 
and  unbroken  period  of  eighteen  months  ?  and 
were  you  not  glad  to  get  rid  of  it  by  a  diplomatic 
manoeuvre  ?  From  time  to  time,  you  tried  a 
variety  of  other  expedients,  all  eventuating  in 
like  failure  and  disgrace.  Laughed  at  and  ridi- 
culed at  home,  made  a  by-word  in  Europe,  you 
were  jeered  and  goaded  into  war.  Yes.  you 
went  to  war,  say  some,  because  the  minority 
laughed  ut  you,  and.  it  was  said,  you  could  not 
be  "  kicked  into  war."  The  same  men  now  say, 
they  will  make  peace  if  the  minority  will  let 
them,  that  is,  if  they  will  not  laugh  at  them  for 


giving  up  all  they  have  been  contending  for. 
You  have  tried  war  just  as  long  as  you  have 
tried  embargo,  and  instead  of  humbling  England, 


as  you  promised,  you  have  not  been  able  even 
so  much  ns  to  conquer  her  pitiful  little  prov- 
ince next  door  to  you.  She  barely  allowed  you 
to  cross  her  threshold,  when  you  were  driven 
back,  covered,  not  with  laurels  and  glory,  but 
with  shame  and  dishonor — the  common  fate  of 
boa?ters.  But  how  fkiuch  blood  and  treasure  this 
conquest  of  Canada  has  cost,  the  people  will 
never  be  permitted  to  know.  It  would  not  be 
republican-like  to  tell  them.  They  might  abuse 
the  confidence  so  reposed  in  them,  in  a  manner 
not  precisely  according  with  the  views,  and  plea- 
sing to  the  nice  sensibilities  of  their  rulers.  One 
thing  is  certain  ;  you  commenced  with  your  tre- 
mendous, wonder-working,  starving  system,  six 
years  ago,  you  tried  it  in  all  its  various  and  mul- 
tifarious forms ;  and  with  what  effect  ?  wellnigh 


to  destroy  yourselves.  You  then  declared  war. 
This  was  to  strike  England  senseless  to  the 
ground.  Take  it  altogether,  sir.  most  curiously, 
indeed,  have  our  affairs  been  conducted.  You 
have  pursued  the  true  circular  policy.  Like  a 
certain  crawling  animal,  called  the  caterpillar, 
or  like  the  dog  trying  to  catch  his  own  tail,  you 
have  gone  round  and  round  in  a  circle,  without 
arriving  an  inch  nearer  your  point  of  destination. 
You  began  in  1807  with  an  embargo,  and  here 
you  are,  in  1814.  with  an  embargo  again.  Sir, 
it  is  time,  high  time,  for  rulers  thus  proved  to  be 
imbecile  and  incompetent,  totally  unfit  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  this  people,  either  in  peace  or  in 
war,  to  abandon  the  elevated  stations  which  they 
cannot  fill,  and  to  make  way  for  abler  and  better 
men.  Upon  this  subject  I  beg  not  to  be  mista- 
ken. Let  it  not  be  supposed  I  would  have  the 
incumbents  of  power  to  give  way  in  our  favor. 
If  I  know  anything  of  the  views  and  feelings  of 
the  honorable  and  virtuous  men  who  compose 
the  party  to  which  I  belong,  they  want  not  power 
now;  nor  would  they  accept  it  under  existing 
circumstances,  unless  to  save  the  country.  No, 
sir,  such  is  the  wide  waste  and  desolation  visible 
everywhere,  that  no  man  or  set  of  men,  who 
would  undertake  to  repair  these  ravages,  could 
preserve  the  people's  favor  longer  than  a  single 
term.  Your  Government  is  made  a  perfect 
wreck  ;  it  is  scarcely  worth  bringing  into  port. 
Such  deep  root  has  corruption  taken  in  this 
country,  that  he  who  attempts  to  restore  the 
Constitution  to  its  original  purity  and  force  will 
engage  in  a  profitless  pursuit ;  his  labor  compen- 
sating his  pains.  I  repeat,  no,  sir.  Select  frona 
your  own  party,  if  to  be  found,  a  man  of  honor, 
talents,  integrity,  and  independent  spirit.  Such 
a  man,  who  would  be  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
this  United  Empire,  and  not  the  chief  of  a  fac- 
tion, would  unite  the  confidence  of  all  honest 
men.  Call  him  by  what  political  name  you 
please,  he  would  receive  the  support  of  all  good 
citizens.  Such  a  man,  so  supported,  might  be 
able  to  reconstruct  the  dilapidated  edifice  of 
Government ;  to  rebuild  those  institutions  of 
freedom  that  have  been  so  long  decaying  and 
tumbling  in  ruins  about  us.  We  will  take  pow- 
er, sir,  when  the  people  fly  to  us  for  salvation; 
when  they  seek  shelter  from  misery  and  oppres- 
sion in  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  Federal  coun- 
sels, they  will  not  find  us  shrinking  in  the  hour 
of  peril  ;  when  they  fly  from  Democracy  as  from 
pestilence,  famine,  and  nakedness,  we  will  give 
thera  food  and  raiment,  and  healitig  medicines. 
Thus  much,  sir,  in  answer  to  the  charge  of  op- 
posing Government  from  a  desire  to  obtain 
power. 

Next,  in  the  long  list  of  measures  of  co-opera- 
tion with  France,  comes  the  declaration  of  war, 
couched  almost  in  the  precise  terms  that  Bona- 
parte had  declared  war  for  us  not  very  long  be- 
fore— "War  exists  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,"  dec.  This  measure  was  re- 
solved on,  just  as  Bonaparte  was  invading  Rus- 
sia. Having  for  a  series  of  years  aided  France 
as  far  as  in  our  power  lay,  in  the  plan  of  stab- 
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England,  to   the    heart,  through    her  com- 
we  noli'  drew  the  sword  to  despatch  her 
combat 

Uparte's;  first  plan  of  conquering  England 
invasion.  Our  rulers  had  not  the  glory 
llicipalirig  in  this  grand  enterprise,  which, 
lithe  bubble  burst,  turned  out  a  mere  blind 
U  designs  against  the  Continent.  After 
^blustering  at  Boulogne,  and  prodigal  waste 
ilia  wa.N  abandoned,  and  the 
(he  execution  of  his  vast 
»l  conquest.  This  finesse  of 
inra*  ijn  was  a  servile  imitation  of  an  admirable 
strok  -of  policy  by  Julius  Cisar,  who,  medita- 
ting ,  blow  nearer  home,  collected  a  large  flo- 
tilla i  Sipontum,  Tarentum,  and  Brundusium, 
as  a  ;jnt  against  Spain.  So  also  was  his  cele- 
brate '  interview  with  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
on  th  :  water,  at  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  in  imitation 
of  tb  t  meeting  between  Oclavius.  Young  Pora- 
pey.fod  Mar,lv  Antony,  in  their  ships  drawn  up 
in  va-w  of  ttie  Roman  people,  who  lined  the 
bead  lie  witness  this  imposing  spectacle. 

Tl  ^plan  01  invasion  abandoned  as  chimerical, 
the  o  ind  objpct  of  overthrowing  England  was 
to  be  -ffected  by  a  fair  contest  for  the  mastery  of 
the  S(  ,js.  Th.is  second  farce  was  to  commence  as 
soon  i  one  hundred  ships-of-the-line  were  ready 
forth  Exhibition.  Terrible  to  England, and  titilla- 
ting t  the  republican  sensibilities  of  the  Napo- 
leoai  t»,  who  joined  in  the  cry  that  •'  France  had 
ships  !«nd  we  had  seamen."  as  this  mighty  navy 
proje  ,1  was,  ii  also  was  abandoned. 

A  t;w  system  was  now  started,  to  "  conquer 
the  .  i»edom  of  the  seas"'  by  the  destruction  of 
com'  erce.  In  this  p/ay,  Mr.  Jefferson  had  his 
ssigned  him  in  the  cast  of  characters.  The 
iras  simple,  and  to  appearance  happy  and 
li  its  execution.  The  reasoning  was  catch- 
id  irresistible.  The  navy  of  Great  Britain 
futes  ht'r  power.  It  is  the  stay  and  prop 
of  h-  empire;  the  pillar  of  her  greatness;  the 
shee  anchor  of  her  existence  ;  the  great,  and 
then  the  only  barrier  to  universal  despotism. 
The'  ommerceof  England  maintains  that  navy. 
Aon^iilate  commerce,  shut  the  ports  of  the  world 
pi  her,  and  the  work  is  completed,  the  busi- 
done.  The  props  thus  undermined,  and 
iai's  torn  away,  the  whole  fabric  of  British 
L'ss  falls,  and  li  crushed  to  pieces.  France 
,ds  to  the  dominion  of  the  seas,  is  resistless 
land,  and  the  enslavement  of  the  human 
is  seal«d.  I  have  already  shown,  sir,  how 
Efoverninent  systematically  and  faithfully 
[rited  with  Fraace  in  her  continental  sys- 
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r.  Cbairman,  but  yesterday,  it 

here,   the   Emperor,  cooped   up 

Louis  XIV.,  in  an  address  to  his 


E 
was  Announced 

ris.  like   Louis  XIV.,  in  an  address  to 
'.\  of  slaves,  proclaims  that  the  only  States 
Jhere  to  him  are  America,  Denmark,  and 


Napl  >i.  The  two  last,  he  boasts,  remain  faith- 
ful t.  their  alliance,  while  the  United  States 
com,'  lies  a  successful  war  against  England  !  It 
is  to  true,  sir,  these  vassal  States  excepted,  we 
are  i   \i  only  people  now   ranged   on  the  side  of 


? 


France.  We  were  the  last  to  embark  in  the 
great  imperial  ark,  which  has  so  long  rode  tri- 
umphanLon  the  waves  of  despotism.  It  was  not 
the  arkrof  safety,  for  it  has  foundered.  Every 
soul  on  board  is  saved,  or  endeavoring  to  escape 
but  us — poor  Americans!  People  awake!  aban- 
don the  wreck,  or  we  sink  and  perish  in  it.  A 
moment's  delay  may  be  fatal.  While  we  delib- 
erate, all  may  be  lost.  Dumdeliberamns  incipi- 
enduin,  incipire  jam  serum  Jit.  See  !  there  is 
but  one  shattered  plank  remaining  between  our 
country  and  the  abyss  below. 

I  had  much  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  the 
subject  of  opposition,  and  the  causes  of  the  de- 
cline and  fall  of  the  ancient  Republic;!,  a  topic 
introduced  on  a  former  occasion,  by  a  gentlemaa 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  This 
would  naturally  lead  to  a  comparison  of  the 
character  of  our  opposition,  and  the  present  sit- 
uation of  the  country  which  demands  it,  and  the 
character  of  the  opposition  by  the  men  now  ia 
power,  and  the  condition  of  the  country  whea 
we  were  in  the  majority.  From  such  a  discus- 
sion we  can  have  no  motive  to  shrink.  It  is  to  be 
courted,  and  I  hope  will  be  pressed  by  others,  so 
well  able  to  exhibit  the  contrast  in  striking  colors 
to  the  nation.  I  have  not  the  strength  left  to 
trace  the  rise  and  progress  of  parties,  and  to 
compare  their  principles,  professions,  and  ac- 
tions. The  history  of  Genet,  Adet,  and  Fau- 
chel;  the  attempt  to  force  Washi.ngton  from 
his  neutrality  ;  the  clamor  for  war  instead  of 
peace,  in  1794;  the  furious,  desperate  opposition 
to  Jay's  Treaty  ;  Mr.  Madison's  resolutions,  in- 
tended to  produce  war  ;  Colonel  Monroe's  sub- 
mission to  the  French  Directory  ;  his  recall,  and 
disgrace;  above  all,  the  whiskey  insurrection; 
these  constitute  some  of  the  items  in  the  account 
of  the  character  of  the  opposition  made  to  us 
while  in  power.  I  gladly  turn  from  the  disgust- 
ing picture. 

Tedious  and  desultory  as  my  remarks  have 
been,  Mr.  Chairman  ;  worn  out  as  your  patience 
must  be,  and  as  is  ray  strength.  I  must  neverthe- 
less claim  further  indulgence,  while  I  offer  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  subject  of  an  armistice.  As 
such  an  event  is  now  ardently  desired,  certainly 
by  the  people,  if  it  is  not  expected  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, It  is  proper  to  show  how  the  Adminis- 
tration has  met  this  question  on  former  occa- 
sions, so  shall  we  arrive  at  the  probable  result  of 
our  negotiation  for  such  an  object.  I  mean  to 
show,  how  the  Administration  has  made  and  met 
advances  for  an  armistice,  as  it  may  have  an  im- 
portant bearing  on  events  «vhich  will  sooner  or 
later  engage  our  attention. 

Eight  days  after  the  declaration  of  war,  26th 
of  June,  instructions  were  sent  to  Mr.  Russell, 
from  which,  while  I  read  an  extract,  I  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House:  '"If  the  Orders  in 
■  Council  are  repealed,  and  no  illegal  blockades 
'  substituted  to  them,  and  orders  are  given  to  dis- 
'  continue  the  impressment  of  seamen  (mark  ! 
'  British  or  not,  naturalized  or  not)  from  our  ves- 
•  sels,  and  to  restore  those  already  impressed,  there 
'  is  no  reason  why  hostilities  should  not  immedi- 
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'  ately  cease — securing  these  objects,  you  are  au- 
'  thorized  to  stipulate  an  armistice.*' 

Such  were  the  conditions  upon  which  a  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  would  be  consented  to  by  Mr. 
Madison.  An  actual  renunciation  of  the  prac- 
tice of  impressment  must  precede  even  an  armis- 
tice. Great  Britain,  as  a  condition  pre-requisite 
even  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  must  relin- 
quish the  exercise  of  a  practice  which  she  claims 
as  an  essential  right.  It  may  be  thought  impos- 
sible that  our  Government  betrayed  so  much  pre- 
sumption and  folly  as  this  demand  pre-supposes; 
but  let  us  see  how  Mr.  Russell  understood  and 
construed  his  instruction.  In  his  letter  of  Au- 
gust 24,  1812,  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  be  says, ''  he 
is  authorized  to  stipulate  with  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Government  an  armistice,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  Orders  in  Council  be  repealed,  dtc. 
and  that  orders  are  immediately  given  to  dis- 
continue the  impressment  of  persons  (not  Amer- 
ican citizens,  but  persons,  deserters,  or  others) 
from  American  vessels."  In  other  words,  sir. 
as  a  condition  precedent  to  a  suspension  of  arms. 
Great  Britain  is,  in  the  outset  of  the  contest,  to 
give  up  everything  for  which  she  has  been  con- 
tending, as  absolutely  as  though  she  were  beaten 
in  battle,  and  conquered.  A  proposition  for  a 
truce  would  neither  be  made  or  listened  to  by 
our  haughty,  proud  Cabinet,  unless  England 
yielded,  surrendered  uncondititionally,and  passed 
under  the  yoke.  The  power  of  England  was 
considered  >till  in  the  wane  ;  our  imperial  ally 
was  yet  in  the  plenitude  of  his  greatness.  I  need 
not  enlarge  upon  this  topic.  Whatever  relates 
to  it  is  now  understood,  and  begins  to  be  felt  by 
the  whole  body  of  people. 

We  may  inquire  impatiently.  Well  !  how  did 
Lord  Castlereagh  answer  this  demand  of  Mr. 
Russell,  made  in  the  language  of  his  instruc- 
tions? As  was  expected,  desired,  and  no  doubt 
foreknown  by  our  rulers,  if  after  all  their  expe- 
rience they  have  yet  learned  anything  of  the 
English  character.  I  will  read  his  Lordship's 
reply  :  "  I  cannot  refrain  on  one  single  point 
'  from  expressing  my  surprise,  that  as  a  condi- 
'  tion  preliminary  even  to  a  suspension  of  hos- 
'  lilities.  the  United  Slates  have  thought  fit  to 
'  demand  that  the  British  Government  should 
'  desist  from  its  ancient  and  accustomed  practice 
'  of  impressing  British  seamen  from  merchant 
'  ships,  simply  on  the  assurance  thiit  a  law  shall 
'  hereafter  be  passed."  dec.  Thus,  sir,  Mr.  Mad- 
ison was  once  more  disappointed  in  the  attempt 
to  extort  from  the  fears  of  England  what  she 
could  not  otherwise  be  induced  to  concede,  as 
endangering  her  existence.  Will  the  same  lan- 
guage be  held  .it  Golieoburg?  It  depends  upon 
another  question — how  fares  it  with  the  great 
belligerenis  ?  will  there  be  a  general  peace? 
have  dissensions  sprung  up  among  the  allies  ?  is 
the  '•  Great  Napoleon"  stripped  of  his  power  and 
renown  ?  are  we  to  be  no  longer  dazzled  by  the 
lusire  of  his  foreign  conquests  ? 

But  Governor  Prevost  offered  us  an  armistice. 
It  was  instantly  rejected  by  Mr.  Madison.  In  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Russell,  August 


21,  1812,  he  says:  'As  a  principal  object  of  the 
'  war  is  to  obtain  redress  against  the  British 
'  practice  of  impressment,  an  agreement  to  sus- 
'  pend  hostilities  even  before  the  British  Govern- 
'  ment  is  heard  from  on  that  subject,  might  be 
'  considered  a  relinquishment  of  that  claim." 
And  yet  Great  Britain  was  to  relinquish  all  her 
claims,  abandon  all  she  contended  for,  to  obtain 
a  truce.  This  kind  of  reasoning  at  once  puts 
an  end  to  all  armistices.  An  armistice  implies 
submission  by  neither  party,  nor  the  abandonment 
of  any  point. 

Another  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of 
an  armistice  took  place  with  Admiral  Warren, 
showing  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  a  contin- 
ued desire  for  peace,  on  terms  honorable  to  both 
nations,  and  compatible  with  the  safely  of  her 
people.  As  further  proof  of  the  pretensions  of 
Mr.  Madison,  I  ask  leave  to  read  a  short  extract 
from  a  letter  of  Colonel  Monroe  to  Admiral 
Warren.  He  says,  "that  a  suspension  of  im- 
'  pressment  during  the  armistice  seems  to  be  a 
'  necessary  consequence.  It  cannot  be  presumed, 
'  while  the  parties  are  negotiating,  that  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States  would  adroit  the  right,  or  acquiesce 
'  in  the  practice  of  the  opposite  party."  To  re- 
move all  doubts  of  the  pretensions  and  demands 
of  our  Government  which  they  required  to  be 
gratified  before  a  suspension  of  arras  would  be 
agreed  to,  I  will  read  one  more  extract.  It  is 
from  the  closing  paragraph  of  Mr.  Monroe's  let- 
ter to  Admiral  V\'arren :  '"If  there  is   no  objec- 

•  tion  to  accommodation  relating  to  impressment 
'  other  than  the  suspension  of  the  British  claim 
'  to  impreasment  during  the  armislioe,  there  can 
'  be  none  to  proceeding  without  an  armistice  to 
'the  di-cussion   and   arrangement   of  that  sub- 

•  ject — the  great  question  being  satisfactorily  ad- 
'justed,  the  way  will  be  open  to  an  armistice." 
First  settle  what  we  are,  or  we  say  we  are.  fight- 
ing for;  give  up  your  claim  of  impressment; 
acknowledge  yourself  in  the  wrong ;  concede 
what  we  demand,  and  then  we  will  agree  to  a 
truce.  In  other  words,  there  shall  be  no  suspen- 
sion of  arms  until  the  objects  of  the  war  on  our 
part  are  fully  obtained  and  completed.  What 
were  we  to  relinquish  in  return  for  such  a  conces- 
sion of  essential  and  vital  importance  to  Eng- 
land? Comparatively  nothing;  in  fact  nothing 
upon  which  England  placed  the  value  of  a  far- 
thing. Will  the  same  tone  be  preserved  at  Got- 
tenburg  ?  How  fares  it  with  the  Continent  ?  Is 
Philip  sick  ? 

To  agree  now  to  an  armistice,  which  is  not 
preceded  by,  or  does  not  include  an  arrangement 
of  the  question  of  impressment  upon  terras  con- 
sistent with  former  pretensions,  will  be  submis- 
sion, not  on  the  part  of  the  country,  but  by  Mr. 
Madison.  It  will  be  hauling  down  the  colors  of 
the  Administration. 

Every  moment,  sir,  that  this  war  has  been  con- 
tinued since  the  armistice  agreed  on  between 
Governor  Prevost  and  General  Dearborn,  it  has 
been  under  a  new  character,  whatever  may  be 
said  of  lis  justice  when  declared.  The  policy, 
necessity,  and  justice  of  the  war,  was  a   settled 
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^tion   when  the   armistice   was   rejected. 
,;just.  it   became  from    that   moment  unjust, 
aoi),  and  unnecessary,  as  it  has  been  uniformly 


public  Tirtue,  disinterested  love  of  country,  then, 
sir,  we  should  not  have  been  reduced  to  the  des- 
picable, ignominious  condition  which  makes  the 
'i)us  and  disgraceful.     And  yet,  sir,  defence-    proud    American    almost  ashamed    to  own   his 


les  hs  we  are,  our  seaboard  unprotected,  depend-  i  country. 
inAJhiefly  on  the  forbearance  of  the  enemy,  we  i  Mr.  Chairman,  wlien  we  look  for  a  moment  at 
ar«^jivited  to  grant  more  millions  to  be  thrown  '  the  present  situation  of  our  country,  and  contrast 
aH^».  j  It  with  the  power,  resources,  prosperity,  and  for- 

•porj  the  subject  of  supplies,  a  new  doctrine  |  tunes  of  England,  it  ought  to  bring  gentlemen  to 
is  If  pached — nay,  has  resounded  in  this  hall.  No  i  a  pause.  They  should  determine  at  once  to  travel 
otl-ifr  than  ihe  slavish  Oriental  doctrine,  that  we,  j  no  further  in  the  road  to  ruin,  and  to  retrace  their 
th(i|!TOmediate  representatives  of  the  people,  are  steps.  I  repeat,  we  have  nothing  to  hope,  every- 
boArd  to  grant  supplies,  as  long  as  his  Majesty  thing  to  apprehend,  from  a  continuance  of  this 
an  f'xhe  Hwuse  ol  Lords  are  opposed  to  peace,  j  unequal,  ruinous  contest.  It  must  be  abandoned, 
n  .  <>  ■    ,.         ^  or  its  authors  will  be  driven  headlong  from  power 

by  the  people. 


oukyose  me  dxecuuv 

let|[ieir  treaty-making  power  sleep  for  twenty 
yea|^,  are  we  bound  to  echo  the  sentiments  of 
th(4wo  privileged  estates  of  the  new  kingdom  ? 
WSLtisthe  feature  in  the  Constitution  which 
gi\||<  this  House  its  weight,  its  importance,  its 
au:^<)rity?  It  is  the  power  of  the  purse.  It  is 
for/.is,  like  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament 
in  lingland.  to  make  or  withhold  appropriations. 
If  *«er  there  was  a  time,  or  if  ever  a  time  can 
arrtl'.  when  this  boasted  prerogative  should  be 
eXtJ^ed  in  behalf  of  our  suffering  country,  now 
isjiAiit  time,  when  limits  must  be  assigned  to  the 
maf: schemes  of  conquest  and  ambition,  or  the 
c(Ji5;iry  is  irretrievably  lost. 

j^nilemcn  bounce  when  our  defenceless  situa- 
litii'is  spoken  of.     VVhy,  sir,  I  have  no  desire  to 


reii^>r  weaker  in   public   estimation,    the  public 

de.'*>ice.  nor  to  diminish  the  resources  of  the  coun- 

tryl   What  the  means  of  defence  are,  and  what 

thif  might  and  ought   to  have   been,  are  tonics 
.  a-i. .,  .  k.. :.i ..■__/•  .1      TT  »•       ' 


How  much  better  for  the  honor  and  fame  of 
our  rulers,  for  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion, would  it  have  been,  had  their  principles  per- 
mitted them  to  pursue  the  counterpart  of  the 
memorable,  never-to-be  forgotten  example  of  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Sweden.  The  name  of  this  il- 
lustrious warrior  and  statesman  was  introduced 
in  debate  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Macon.)  He  named  a  prince,  sir, 
second  only  to  "Alexander  the  Deliverer,"  in  the 
glory  of  saving  a  world  from  bondage;  a  prince, 
bound  by  no  natural  ties  to  the  people  whom  he 
governed  ;  raised  to  that  Government  by  the  hand 
of  Bonaparte  himself,  yet  declaring,  that  a  sense 
of  honor,  gratitude  to  a  people  who  had  received 
him  into  their  bosom,  and  a  determination  to  main- 
tain their  rights  against  foreign  encroachment, 
compelled  him  to  resent  the  insolence  and  resist 
the  violence  of  France.     Bernadotle  would  not 


w.f^iy  the  consideration  of  the  Hou^e.  No  man  i  tolerate  the  insolence  of  an  upstart  French  Min- 
cai^4eny,  tiiat  a  provident  Administration  might  ;  isler,  who  assumed  towards  him  the  tone  and 
ha*  placed  the  country  in  a  situation  to  defy  the  port  of  a  Roman  Proconsul,  talking  to  his  slaves. 
eDilay,and  scorn  his  menaces.  A  tythe,  I  might  ,  He,  too,  was  by  turns  wheedled,  flattered,- de- 
alr*ist  say  a  centismal  part  of  the  treasure  wasted  ;  nounced,  and  threatened.  No  arts  or  menaces 
in  |j4-eign  conquest — in  the  cruel  invasion  of  un-  i  were   unessayed  to  draw  or   force   him  into  the 


off^.ding  neighbors,  who  were  ready  to  sacrifice 
ev«yihing  but  honorand  security  for  peace — the 
frck^  and  head  of  whose  offending  was  loyalty 
to*^  Government  of  their  choice,  and  resistance 
of|,<l  attempts  to  seduce  them  from  their  alle- 
gia^ve;  of  (he  money  lavished  upon  profligate 
Cotojt  par  .  ^        • 

an  .  |ticle 

phi   isophical  vagaries  of  moon-struck  empirics 

of  lie  immense  sums  bestowed  or  thrown  away 
up<.  r  such  oltjects,  but  a  part  would  have  created 
a  rr  «,rine  sufficient  to  meet  the  enemy  upon  the 
pro  v-r  element,  and  to  chase  from  our  waters  any 
fle(  he  could  have  conveniently  sent  here.  No 
ma  ;can  deny,  if,  instead  of  bethinking  them- 
seli  «  solely  of  the  means  cf  obtaining  and  pre- 
ser  Ijig  powijr,  for  aught  you  or  I  know,  sir,  to 
rep  i  out  of  the  public  chest  the  ravages  in  their 
pat  ^nonial  estates,  if  they  had  any.  which  idle- 
nei  ^and  extravagance  had  made;  if,  instead  of 
barr'^ining  and  huckstering  for  office,  and  .sacri- 
fici'||  evWytliing  at  the  shrine  of  popularity,  a 
libt||l  and  enlarged  policy  had  been  adopted, 
^o>fe*ting  from  generous  bosoms  and  pure  coun- 
ind  resting  upon  the  great  foundation  of  all 


French  Confederacy  ;  but  he  preserved  his  integ- 
rity, he  maintained  his  independence  and  honor. 
He  did  not  cringe,  and  bow,  and  coax,  and  in  the 
spirit  of  meanness,  "  like  a  reptile  crawling  on  the 
belly,"  entreat  the  tyrant's  insolent  Minister  to 

.  .  .  .        , -,_--    take  back  his  insults — or,  only  to  era>e  from  the 

Cojijt  parasites  and  favorites,  who  make  politics  j  records  of  his  mission  the  evidence  that  they  were 
0/  traffic— of  the  money  squandered  in  I  given.     He  did   not  send   a  favorite   right-hand 

Cabinet  counsellor  from  Stockholm  to  Goiien- 
burg,  to  persuade  a  French  Minister  to  recall  or 
modify  his  abuse.  He  did  not  pick  a  quarrel 
with  a  British  Minister,  and  dismiss  him  to  pro- 
pitiate the  tyrant,  and  soothe  the  anger  of  his  ir- 
ritated Minister.  No,  sir,  this  detestable  Crown 
Prince,  now  so  odious  iu  '.he  estimation  of  the 
patent  republicans;  this  "traitor"  disdained  to 
truckle  to  a  tyrant.  He  would  have  cut  off  his 
right  arm  — he  would  have  laid  hir.  head  upon  the 
block  and  bled,  as  every  man  of  true  courage  and 
honor  would  have  done,  in  preference  to  such  a 
dastardly  sacrifice  of  honor  ;  in  preference  to  such 
high  treason  against  all  that  adorns,  and  exalts, 
and  dignifies,  individual  and  national  character. 
No,  sir,  "Bonaparte's  Sergeant,"  as  he  is  now 
contemptuously   denominated,    because   he    loo 
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would  not  be  tied  to  the  imperial  cart-tail,  and 
consider  it  a  distinction  to  be  dragged  through 
the  same  mire  and  thorns  that  have  so  beslimed 
and  wounded  this  people,  appealed  to  the  sword, 
and  maintained  his  own  honor,  and  the  independ- 
ence and  glory  of  Sweden.  No  bribes,  nor  men- 
aces, nor  temptations,  could  compel  or  seduce  him 
to  adopt  that  fatal  system  of  the  Destroyer,  which 
was  the  commencement  of  our  suffering,  and  is 
the  continuance  of  our  degradation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  how  much  more  solemn  and 
impressive  are  the  considerations  which  should 
have  found  their  way  to  the  bosoms  of  men,  ele- 
vated to  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  a  free 
people,  by  the  fair  exercise  of  their  elective  frau- 


^ 


chise.  The  Prince  Royal  was  a  stranger,  placed 
to  rule  over  a  people  to  whom  he  was  bound  by 
none  of  the  tender  ties  of  country,  yet  he  set  an 
example  of  fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  Swedish 
cause,  to  the  great  cause  of  humanity,  for  a  par- 
allel to  which  w^*  may  look,  but  look  in  vain,  into 
the  policy  and  measures  of  our  rulers.  We  must 
turn  our  eyes  to  the  vassal  States  of  Europe,  if 
we  search  for  examples  that  have  been  followed 
here. 

Mr.  iNQERaoLL  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  appears  to  be  the  saturna- 
lia of  legislation  ;  when  the  servants  of  the  peo- 
ple, laying  aside  the  performance  of  the  duties 
assigned  lo  them,  together  with  all  regard  to  busi- 
ness for  the  time  being,  take  an  annual  occasion 
of  entertaining  themselves  in  saying  just  what 
each  one  thinks  proper  of  persons  in  authority. 
The  state  of  ail  the  nations  with  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  any  connexion,  is  brought  into 
discussion  in  a  debate  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
according  to  the  indefinite  views  of  which  so  in- 
exhaustible a  subject  is  susceptible.  I  beg  leave, 
sir,  to  avail  myself  of  the  privilege  which  I  pre- 
sume I  may  claim,  in  common  with  all  others,  to 
present  such  considerations  to  notice  as  have  sug- 
gested themselves  to  my  mind.  Though  I  may 
not  approve  of  the  cust  jm  of  unlimited  debate, 
it  is  not  for  me  lo  oppose  it;  and  I  Hatter  myself 
with  at  least  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee, 
however  1  may  trespass  on  their  patience. 

As  it  is  but  turning  up  the  mere  surface  of  our 
commercial  embarrassments  lo  begin  with  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  contemporane- 
ous British  orders,  with  which  gentlemen  pre- 
ceding me  have  bounded  their  inquiries,  I  shall 
make  no  excuse  for  rather  a  deeper  exploration 
into  the  recesses  of  maritime  aggrandizement  and 
national  hostility;  referrible.  as  they  are,  to  these 
inherent  pronenesses  lo  ambition  and  control  that 
are  at  the  bottom  of  all  human  aclionss.  I  be- 
seech the  Committee,  however,  not  lo  take  alarm 
at  this  declaration.  Though  it  is  impossible  to 
understand  the  subject  without  striking  at  any 
rale  beyond  the  dates  of  our  recent  foreign  an- 
noyances, yet  I  have  no  deNign  of  wearying  their 
attention  with  any  disquisition  at  length  into 
this  diversified  controversy.  Even  the  extraor- 
dinary latitude  which  practice  affords  to  our  de- 
bates would  be  insufficient  fur  such  an  undertak- 
ing.   I  siiall,  therefore,  limit  myself  to  the  selec- 


tion of  certain  prominent  and  memorable  points 
of  observation,  and  endeavor  to  make  them  an- 
swer all  the  purposes  of  exhibiting  an  outline, 
which  every  miud  will  be  able  to  fill  up  as  I 
proceed. 

The  position  most  natural,  as  well  as  most  ne- 
cessary to  begin  from,  is,  ihal  according  to  the 
ancient,  the  uniform,  and  the  legitimate  law  of 
nations,  to  be  collected  from  treaties,  from  estab- 
lished usages,  and  from  inlernational  conveni- 
ence; according  to  the  law  of  nature,  applied  to 
nations,  which  constitutes  the  law  of  nations — 
free  ships  make  free  good<.  From  an  invasion  of 
this  reasonable  and  settled  principle  have  pro- 
ceeded most  of  the  difficulties  we  are  now  con- 
tending with,  i  am  not  to  be  understood  as 
breaking  ground  with  an  assertion  that  this  coun- 
I  try  is  bound  to  maintain  in  arms  against  Great 
[  Britain  the  abstract  principle  that  free  ships  make 
free  goods.  Not  at  all.  But  I  do  mean  lo  say 
'  that  such  is  the  ancient  and  recognised  law  of 
:  nations,  and  that,  as  a  Power,  whose  policy  is  to 
be  generally  neutral  and  always  commercial,  it 
is  most  clearly  and  emphatically  the  interest,  aa 
it  is  the  right  of  the  United  States,  to  assert  and 
adhere  to  this  great  safeguard  for  the  integrity  of 
their  flag  and  foreign  trade.  I  mean  to  say  fur- 
ther, that  the  origin  of  our  prevailing  troubles  is 
to  be  traced  to  infractions  of  this  undeniable  prin- 
ciple, interpolated  by  belligerent  exigency  on  neu- 
tral immunities;  and  that  the  war  we  are  now 
reluctantly  waging,  with  all  the  odds  of  military 
and  naval  experience  and  capacity  against  us,  is 
a  struggle  forced  upon  us  by  the  aggravated  con- 
sequences of  original  infringements  of  this  rule. 
To  support  this  ground,  I  shall  first  ask  the  alten- 
tion  of  the  Commit;ee  for  a  few  minutes  to  some 
of  the  principal  features  of  the  celebrated  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  which  was  concluded  in  the  year 
1713.  It  IS  not  necessary  for  me  to  recall  the 
circumstances  under  which  that  great  leading 
international  compact  was  adjusted.  All  the 
commercial  and  jirincipal  sovereignties  of  Eu- 
rope were  parties  to  it.  All  the  points  of  mari- 
time controversy  then  in  existence  were  arranged 
by  it.  Its  aulheniiciiy  and  authority  are  of  the 
highest  order.  lis  conditions  are  explicit  beyond 
contradiction.  Its  construction  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions is  conformable  to  those  base:>  which  the 
experience,  the  usage,  the  reciprocal  pretensions, 
and  views  of  the  var-ious  nations  contributing  to 
it,  had  laid  down  as  the  best  foundation  for  mari- 
time peace  and  national  independence.  In  a 
word,  sir,  it  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and 
solemn  testimonials  on  record  of  the  principles  of 
public  law  and  justice.  Now,  sir,  by  this  impor- 
tant instrument,  the  point  that  free  ships  make 
free  goods  is  ratified  and  promulgated  in  iis  broad- 
est acceptation.  But  one  century  ago  neither 
England  nor  any  other  nation  of  Europe  felt  a 
doubt  upon  the  subject.  The  points  of  maritime 
contest,  then,  were  limited  to  the  question  of 
search  and  blockade,  both  of  which  are  fixed 
on  conditions,  which  then  were  of  universal  in- 
fluence. The  rule  of  175G,  as  a  certain  mis- 
chievous and  wholly  unauthorized   irregularity 
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^_  been  Jesignated,  is  of  much  later  birth.     As 
,;very  tiiJe    implies,    it    never   appeared    until 
^4ty   yeafs  afterwards.      The   extravagant   ad' 
da  to  contraband,  the  monstrou?  presumption^ 
proclamation   blockade,  the  various  other  en 
igemenis  of  maritime  wrongs  which  have  since 
lind    victims    and    advocates    in    America,    to- 
j^.her  wi'.h  impreb-^ment,  are  all  of  very  modern 
juroduction,  though  commonly  defended  as  parts 
ci'the  ancient  stock  of  British  maritime  rights, 
j  the  tinie  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  sir,  Eng- 
l*;d  had  not  the  naval  ascendency  she  now  holds 
tF;lhe  sole  tenure  of  conquest  and   usurpation. 
e  did  i)Ot,  at  that  period,  give  law  to  the  seas. 
i  had  he-r  statesmen  and  merchants,  her  naval 
inlanders  and  Crown,  the  motives  they  now 
cM^rish  fur  establishing  those  naval  impositions 
J^ich  are  to  drive  all  laws  and  usages  of  nations 
f^n  the  »;redit  they  have  heretofore  received,  at 
li, «  same  (ime  and  by  the  same  means  that  they 
uiiirp  thePr  places.     Before  Great  Britain  became 
f  first  njivigating  community,  the  Republic  of 
•Hand  fnjoyed   more  commerce   than   all  the 
4  of  Efirope  put  together.     After  reclaiming 
tlfciiir  territories  from  the  ocean,  the  inhabitants 
HollanJ,  without  any  other  articles  of  export 
o  a  little  ckeese  and  crockery  ware,  spread  a 
g  :^ter  qiiantity  of  canvass  on  the  sea  than  cov- 
ei   (1  the  cumraerce  of  all  their  competitors.    But 
I!  r  policy  of  Holland,  unlike  that  of  England, 
v%H  pacific  and  conciliatory.     The   Hollanders' 
led   on  their  enterprise,  their  skill,  and    their 
dit,  ratjier  than  their  navies,  for  success;  they 
l^me  the  genuine  champions  and  examples  of 
itralily   and  justice.     The  commentators  on 
law  of  nation?,   Grotius,  Bt/nkerahoek,  and 
^  7>ner,  a^e  to  this  day  what  they  have  always 
b  <fl,  the  ipost  respectable  and  authentic  wiines- 
>«|l  of  the  anginal  provisions  of  that  law.     It  is 
\f  •*•,  that  Groiius's  well  known  treatise  contains 
n  i^ing  particularly  appropriate  to  the  doctrines 
0  Ifnariiioie   neutrality.     IBut   we  are  given    to 
U  ierstand  by  Burigny,  his  biographer,  that  he 
d   '.  corapvJse  a   work,    which,    though    unfortu- 
n  \'ely  lost;  expressly  asserted  the  rights  of  a  prior 
»f|fe  of  ntjutrality  against  the  subsequent  emer- 
g*\cies  of  ;a  state  of  war.     It  is  to  such  sources. 
Kw'his  napon,  to   these  authors,  that  we  are   to 
Ic^k,  not  tv  Great  Britain,  for  the  first  great  prin- 
[iles  of  ijiternational  law. 
Let  it  qoi  be  supposed,  however,  that  I  press 
[•  Duicfi   into  our  service   in  order  to  oppose 
km  to  the  Eoglisli.    By  no  means.    I  am  aware 
H|leed,  and  admit,  that   the  Treaty  of   Utrecht, 
tliiugh  ne^'otiated  by  the  first  English  statesmen 
o|^be  age.  Lord  Bohngbroke  and  Prior,  the  poet. 
^5  received  in  Enijland   with  censure  and  de- 
cfcpd  reprobation;  that  in  Parliament  there,  as 
oi|tn  in  poblic  since,  it  was  mentioned  as  an  un- 
fi|ijunate  (?vent  for  the  commerce  of  Great  Brit- 
aiiv     But  no  objection   was  originally  urged  to 
itj, ratification  on   the  ground  of  its  containing 
I*  acknowledgment   that  free  ships  make  free 
gSjds.     1  jiave  carefully  consulted,  1  believe  most 
o^.ihe  historians  and  State  papers   of  that  day  ; 
sj^h  at  ao^  rate  as  I  could  have  access  to.  and  I 

I 
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can  discover  no  opposition  in  England  to  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  on  this  ground.  No  hostility 
was  indicated  there  to  a  point  against  which  all 
England  is  now  up  in  arms.  No  ;  the  motive  to 
their  hostility  then  was  very  different,  and  fur- 
nishes a  curious  contrast  with  the  present  state 
of  their  commerce,  manufactures,  and  feelings. 
In  1713  the  manufactures  of  France  were  in  ad- 
vance of  those  of  England — especially  (strange 
as  It  may  leem)  in  the  articles  of  woollen  and 
toys,  in  which,  after  so  inconsiderable  a  lapse  of 
time,  the  English  manufacturers  are  now  so  su- 
perior to  France.  England  then  condescended 
to  make  use  of  some  portion  of  those  restrictive 
energies'for  which  the  American  Government 
has  been  latterly  so  much  blamed  and  ridiculed. 
The  English  countervailing  system  against  for- 
eign manufactures  being  jeop.irdized  by  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  tbat  treaty  was  warmly  de- 
nounced by  many  of  the  Engli  .h  people.  But  on 
the  score  of  maritime  ex|)edi*'ncy,  no  objection 
was  made  to  it;  and,  notwithstanding  the  unea- 
siness it  occasioned  as  to  domestic  manufactures, 
it  was  ultimately  adopted,  and  became  in  Eng- 
land, what  It  was  everywhere  else,  the  national 
law  of  Europe. 

But  I  shall  not  rest  on  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht 
alone  for  the  English  avowal  or  acknowledgment 
of  the  principle,  that  free  ships  make  free  goods. 
I  need  not  rest  this  on  the  ground  of  either  con- 
cession or  merely  treaty  law.     It  is  a  position  not 
conceded  by  England,  but  asserted   by  her,  and 
long  since  the  date  of  that  treaiy,  in  terms  not  to 
be  disputed.     The  book,  from  which  I  am  about 
to  trouble   the  Committee  with   the   reading  of 
some  passages,  will  abundantly  sustain  this  dec- 
laration.    It  is  the  seventh  volume  of  Parliatnen- 
lary  Debates,  and  so  coiiclusively  pertinent  to  ray 
purpose,  that  I  hope  the  Committee  will  excuse 
me  for  praying  their  aiteniion  to  it.     It  will  be 
recollected  that,  about  the  year   1737,  Spain  in- 
sisted  on  a   right  to  stop,  overhaul,  and   search 
British  vessels,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  ihey 
contained  any  articles  coolravening  her  inierpre- 
laiion  of  the  Treaty  of   Seville.      The  relation 
then  of  England  to  Spain  was  very  much  what 
that  of  this  country  has  since  been  to  England. 
During  three  and  twenty  years  did  Spain  persist 
in  her  seizures  and  condemnations  of  the  ships  of 
England  on   arbitrary  and   unfounded    pretexts; 
and,  during  all  that  period,  did  England  contain 
herself  within  the  pale  of  unavailing  expostula- 
tion and   disregarded    remonstrance.      The    lan- 
guage,  however,  of  English  remonstrance  was 
much  stronger  than   the  American.     It  diJ  not 
concede,  even  by  implication,  the  right  of  search. 
It  did  not  even  tacitly  acknowledge  that  free  ships 
do  not  make  free  goods.     On  the  contrary,  Eng- 
land, so  late  as  1737,  was  first  a  sturdy  beggar, 
and  afterwards  as  powerful  an  advocate  for  Brit- 
ish maritime  rights  as  she  has  since  been  inexor- 
able and  outrageous  in  the  perpetration  of  mari- 
time wrongs.     I  particularly  entreat  the  attention 
of  gentlemen  to  the  few  pas-sages  I  am  about  to 
read   from   this  book   to   prove  what  I   advance. 
They  will   be  found  worthy  of  their  notice.     I 
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shall  content  myself  with  a  very  few,  as  I  must  [  free  navigation  in  the  American  seas  is  founded 


not  trespass  too  long  on  the  Committee,  and  leave 
the  subject  then  to  any  refutation  of  which  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House  may  think 
my  argument  susceptible. 

"  Tfie  same  petitions  having  been  presented  to  the 
House  of  Lords  against  the  Spanish  depredations,  that 
had  been  pre^nU'd  to  the  House  of  Commons,  their 
Lordships  likewise  took  that  affair  into  their  consider- 
ation in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  Lord 
Delaware  being  chairman  ;  and,  afler  the  necessary 
examinations  were  over,  the  Earl  of  Cholmondeley 
•tood  up,  and  spoke  to  the  following  effect."  , 

,       ,   ^.     ,  ,   ,      ,  \^°   opain   an  absolute  and  uncontrollable  sovereignlv 

L^rd  Cholmondeley's  speech  then  follows,  at  I  of  these  seas.     The  Spanish  Court  says,  we  have  k 

some  length,  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to     right  to  search  your  ships;    but  no   search  are  the 

recite.     I   pass  on  to  the   resolutions  with  which     words  that  echo  from  shore   to  shore  of  this  island. 

it  concludes.     They  are  in  page  325.  This,  my  Lord,  is  what  we  ought  to  insist  upon;  for 

"1.  Rraolved,  That   the   subjects   of  the  Crown  of    ejl^^h  r'"  T^'T"''''' °'^''^';''"''^'^^^^ 
Great   BnUin   have  a  clear  and   undoubted   right  to  !  ^^'''''^  ^"'"''  "^  "^  ""^  purpose." 
navigate  on  the  American  seas,  to  and  from  any  part  I       Again,  in  page    333,  he   uses  this  very  decided 
of  His  Majesty's  dominions;  and  for  carrying  on  such     language — 


,       ,  ^.  His 

Lordship  has  shown  us  how  far  these  righu  have 
been  encroached  on,  and  what  methods  have  been 
u.*ed  by  His  Majesty  for  procuring  redress  ;  but,  my 
Lords,  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  our  knowing 
these  rights  is  to  no  purpose,  unless  we  fall  upon 
a  speedy  and  effectual  way  to  secure  them  ;  and  I 
humbly  conceive,  our  agreeing  to  the  resolution  pre- 
sented to  the  House  by  the  noble  Lord  can  never  an- 
swer that  end.  There  is  one  point  in  dispute,  my 
Lords,  betwixt  us  and  the  Spaniards,  which,  if  adjust- 
ed, must  either  leave  us  in  quiet  and  uninterrupted 
exercise  of  navigation  and  commerce,  or  must  leave 


trade  and  commerce  as  they  are  justly  entitled  to  in 
America;  and  likewise  to  carry  all  sorU  of  goods  and 


"  Yet,  my  Lords,  unless  we  obtain  the  concession 


America  ana  mtewise  to  carry  all  sorU  ot  goods  and  from  them  of  no  search,  be  the  grounds  what  thev 
merchandises,  or  effecu,  from  one  purt  of  His  Majes-  j  will,  we  in  effect  give  them  such  a  right ;  because,  if 
ty  s  dominions  to  any  other  part  thereof;  and  that  no    we  admit  of  one  exception,  of  our  restriction  on  their 


goods  being  so  carrieJ  are.  l.v  any  treaty  subsut.ng  parts,  there  is  not  a  ship  of  ours  that  trades  lawfully 
between  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  to  be  on  the  seas,  but  what  must  necessarily  fall  within  such 
deemed  or  taken  as  contraband  or  prohibited  goods.         exceptions  and   under  such  restrictions  a.  will  make 

i.   Ketolved,   1  hat  it  appears  to  this  House,  that,  I  her  a  lawful   prize 
as  well  before  as  since  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  on  the 


part  of  Great   Britain,  divers  ships  and  vessels,  with 


Besides,  my  Lords,  an  absolute 
concession  of  this  point  from  the  Spaniards  Ukes  away 
chicane,  it   takes  away  all  altercations,  it  takes  away 


their  cargoes,  beloriging  to  British  subjecU,  have  been  ,  all  grounds  of  dispute  betwixt  us  and  them  about 
violently  seized  and  confiscated  by  the  Spaniards,  upon  '  latitude,  possessions,  prohibited  goods,  and  all  that 
pretences  altogether  unjust  and  groundless;  and  that  |  Thereby,  my  Lords,  we  do  justice  to  them,  we  do  jus-' 
many  of  the  sailors  on  board  these  ships  have  been  tice  to  ourselves,  we  leave  them  in  full  possession  of 
injuriously  and  barbarously  imprisoned  and  ill-treated  ;  all  the  advantages  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  treaty  • 
and  that  thereby  the  lil>erty  of  navigation  and  com-  we  leave  them  in  possession  of  the  exclusive'  right  of 
merce,  belonging  to  His  Majesty's  subjecU  by  the  law  :  trading  to  their  own  settlements,  so  far  as  it  is  consist- 
of  naUons  and  virtue  of  the  treaties  subsisting  be- '  ont  with  the  treaty,  for  negroes  ;  wr  do  not  deny  their 
tween  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  has  ,  right  to  seize  our  ships  whenever  found  trading  in 
been  unwarrantably  infringed  and  interrupted,  to  the  ;  their  porta  and  harbors  ;  and  this,  my  Lords  is  all 
great  loss  and  damage  of  our  merchants,  and  in  direct  i  that  we  can  j)rudently  grant,  or  thev  justlv  demand 
violation  of  the  said  treaties.  ••  I  ghall  trouble  your  Lordships  no  farther ;  only,'l 

"  J.  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  thia  House,  that  shall  observe,  that  what  I  propose  is  the  most  likely 
frequent  applications  have  been  made  on  the  part  of  v%ay  to  prevent  the  encroachmenU  of  the  Spaniards, 
His  .Majesty  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  in  a  manner  the  \  not  only  upon  us  but  upon  other  nations  of  Europe! 
most  agreeable  to  treaties,  and  to  the  peace  and  friend-  '  There  is  not  a  Dutch  skipper  who  will  not  tell  us  that 
■hip  subsisting  between  the  two  Crowns,  for  redress-  ;  no  search  is  the  only  remedy  to  be  applied  in  thia 
ing  the  notorious  abuses  and  grievances  before  men-  case  ;  no  search,  my  Lords,  is  a  cry  that  runs  from 
tioned,  and  preventing  the  like  for  the  future,  and  for  '  the  sailor  to  the  merchant,  from  the  merchant  to  the 
obtiining  adequate  satisfaction  to  his  injured  subjects;  Parliament,  and  from  Parliament,  my  Lords,  it  ought 
which,  in  the  event,  have  proved  entirely  fruitless  and  j  to  reach  the  Throne.  Wherefore,  my  Lords,  I  humbly 
of  no  effect.'  ,  move  that  the  following  words  may  be  added  to  the 

The  nobleman  who  followed  the  mover  of  these  j  noble  Lord's  resolution  : 
resolutions,  was  Lord  Carteret,  whom  it  cannot  |      "And  that  searching  of  such  ships  on  the  open  seas, 

under  the  pretence  of  their  carrying  contraband  or 
prohibited  goods,  is  a  violation  and  infraction  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  of  the  treaties  subsisting  between 
the  two  Crowns." 

The  book  is  on  your  table,  Mr.  Chairman,  for 
any  gentleman  to  consult,  who  desires  to  exam- 
ine it;  and  it  will  be  found  full  of  interest.  I 
will  not  pursue  it  further.  I  have  introduced 
these  few  extracts  in  order  to  show,^s  to  be  sure 
they  do  most  unequivocally,  how  animated  and 
how  absolute  the  English  were  not  very  long 
ago  in  a  cause  they  hare  since  cast  upon  us  to 


be  necessary  to  remind  this  Committee  was  one 
of  the  leading  statesmen  of  his  day.  This  whole 
speech  teems  with  illustrations  of  the  principle 
that  by  the  law  of  nations  free  ships  make  free 
goods  ;  and  abounds  with  expressions  of  the  most 
lively  indignation  at  England's  long  submission 
to  the  Spanish  violation  of  this  |)rinciple.  In 
page  326.  Lord  Carteret  delivers  his  sentiments 
as  follows: 

"  My  Lords — The  noble  Lord  has  been  pleased  to 
give  the  House  a  very  accurate,  and  I  believe,  a  very 
just  detail  of  the  treaties  upon  which  our  right  to  a 
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^fend  floni  their  own  most  indefensible  vio- 
i^ions.    f 

C<Thus,  ijir,  from  ihe  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  au- 

)rity  of!ihe  Dutch  and  the  example  of  the  Kns- 

jh.  we   tave   memorable  evidence  of  what  all 

irope  "considered   the  law  of  nntions  to  be  on 

t  viiaf  point   for   which   I  am    inadequately 

i^ntendiijg.     I  haiiten  to  show  how,  as  it  appears 

me,  it;j  contraventions  have  arisen.     For  this 

|Tpose,  ^Uow  me  to  bring  very  transiently  into 

Jifw  certain  circumstances  which  have  contri- 

rjted  largely  to  the  success  of  these  unjust  con- 
►  ventiotis.     About  the   time  of  the  British  de- 
►'i-'ies  to  i^vhich  I  have  referred,  it  was  the   good 
rtune  o(  England  that  France  was  governed  by 
^rdinaliFleury  ;  under  whose  shriijking  Min- 
»ry  the  J^'rencb  marine  was  suffered  to  tail  into 
lit  deca'y  and  decrepitude  from  which  it  has 
i^rer  sin^e  Keen   able  to  recover.     Not  long  af- 
jwards^ihe  triumphant  administration  of  Lord 
jiathamjwas  justified  by  that  best  of  all  author- 
s,  greijt  success,  in   the  introduction  of  some 
those  \^iolations  of  international  law,  of  which 
ch  floovjs  have  followed  the  first  experiment — 
iHlainedi  as  they  have  been  by  the  continued 
i^ild  irresfstible  successes  of  the   English   navy. 

Uwas  tlje  war  terminating  with  the  peace  of  j  ger,  led  to  the  negotiations  which  resulted  in  the 
R63,  thai^  witnessed  the  first  appearance  of  the  |  treaty  of  1794.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak  of 
JUe  ot  '5v.  against  which  we  have  since  had  so  |  that  treaty  in  a  tone  of  censure,  or  tp  criminate 
a^jch  reason  to  complain.  Cardinal  Fleury  had  j  any  of  the  measures  that  followed  from  it.  It  is 
^Ahineec^  France  and  prepared  her  for  reverses,  j  at  an  end,  and  the  feelings  that  accompanied  its 
*yrd  Chiitham's  genius  took  advantace  of  their  j  existence  may  go  with  its  demise.     My  object  is 

to  justify,  if  I  can,  the  American  Government, 

and   to  show   the  causes  of  its  present  posture. 

With  this  view  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should 

speak,  even  of  our  enemy,  with  an  overiieaied 

violence;  much  less  so  that  1  should  denounce 

p.s  an  ii|terpoIation  of  the  first  impression.    We    any  party  in  this  country,  in   terms  calculated  to 

y  easijy  perceive  what  alarming  effects  such  i  call  forth  feelings  incompatible  with  a  spirit  of 

;violaii(n   must   occasion  on   the   privileges  of  I  candid  discussion.     I  have  brought  forward  some 

commanding  features  in  the  laws  of  nations;  I 
have  pointed  out  their  original  infractions  ;  it  is 
my  business  now  to  prove,  if  possible,  that  some 
belligerent  participation  by  this  country  in  the 


pears  that  from  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713, 
(and  I  need  not  have  stopped  with  that  treaty,) 
down  to  that  which  succeeded  our  own  sovereign- 
ty, in  17S6.  the  treaty  law  is  clear,  consistent,  and 
undeniable,  on  the  position  with  which  I  have 
labored  to  strengthen  the  deductions  I  shall  next 
attempt  to  draw.  And  the  treaty  law  is  certainly 
to  be  preferred  to  all  others,  because  it  is  the  re- 
cord of  national,  as  well  as  individual  agreement 
and  understanding,  placed  before  the  world  as 
the  be>t  rule  of  international  action. 

I  now  come  at  once  to  the  war  of  1792,  which 
was  the  next  succeeding  that  concluded  by  the 
peace  of  1786.  This  war,  which  sprang  from 
the  French  Revolution,  was  one  of  the  Palace 
against  the  Cottage — a  conflict  of  extermination 
— in  which  all  the  mitigation  of  hostilities,  that 
lime  and  refinement  had  sanctioned,  were  tramp- 
led out  of  sight.  One  of  the  first  measures  of 
England  was  the  infamous  starvation  Order  in 
Council,  against  which  the  American  people  and 
Government,  under  General  Washington,  so  bit- 
terly, though  with  so  much  reason,  inveighed, 
till  it  was  repealed.  The  extraordinary  embar- 
rassments occasioned  by  this  Order,  together  with 
the  system  generally  of  which  it  was  the  harbin- 


;y<'<uation  j  and  making  the  most  at  the  same  time 
•J  his  ow;n,  he  added  encroachments  on  the  law 
ijf;  naiionj,  to  his  victories  over  the   French,  and 

•  tf^s  enabled  by  the  latter  to  enforce  at  all  events, 
j^not  to  ^tuihcnticate  the  former.    The  rule  of  '56 


must 
rbearinjj  neutrality.     Like  most  other  neutrals. 
pge  Duii|h  stopped   on   the  threshold  of  remon- 
strance. 'Like  all  other  belligerents,  the  English 
I ^.;>regard|?d  their  importunities  and  went  on. 
;  kjit  is  nbt  my  design  to  dwell  longer  on  these 
iCeliminaries.     I  have  dwelt,  I  fear,  too  long  on 
;    |era  alrt*ady.     But  they  are  essential  to  the  con- 
•    bversy.j   They  are   but   a  very   few  selections 
ora  a  ni^ss  of  transactions  which  might  be  ad- 
pced  in; evidence.     I  hope  they  have  served  to 
low,  what  certainly  in  abler  hands  they  would 
';ove  bel'ond  a  cavil,  that,  in  common  with  all 
iher  nations,  England  once  acknowledged  that 
ree  shipi  make  free  goods ;  and  that  she   relied 
pon  tli(|  power  of  her  arms,  not  the  justice  of 
er  cans*,  for  the  original  introduction  of  those 
lifractiols  of  this  principle,  which  have  swelled 
•itice  to  i-iuch  a  bulk  of  injustice.     There  is  only 
8(ie  particular  remaining  to  be  mentioned  before 
JP  leave  rhis  province  of  the  subject.     That.  sir. 
|5  the  Treaty  of  1786,  between  France  and  Eng- 
f  «nil,  wbfch  ^sllowed  the  acknowledgment  of  our 
^idepen^jence  in  17S3.     By  that  treaty  it  is  once 
*ore  exjpressly  announced  to  the  world  that  the 
jigh  coijiracting  parties   recognise  the  principle 
ihai  free(  ships  make  free  goods.     And  thus  it  ap- 


by 
strife  that  has  shaken  Christendom  to  its  centre, 
became  inevitable,  without  abandoning  the  com- 
merce that  involved  us.  In  this  pursuit.  I  rec^ard 
the  course  of  either  England  or  France  but  as 
their  measures  bear  upon  ours.  I  shall  not  step 
aside  on  the  useless  inquiry,  into  which  began  to 
be  unjust,  which  is  most  to  blame,  or  which  we 
have  most  to  fear  from  or  to  hope.  The  effort  I 
am  engaged  in  is  that  of  justifying  ourselves  ;  of 
vindicating  the  conduct  ot  our  own  Government; 
of  showing  that  the  European  struggle  was  not 
to  be  avoided,  but  by  at  least  a  temporary  sacri- 
fice of  our  foreign  trade;  that  be  tlie  President 
who  he  might,  the  Administration  in  the  hands 
of  whichever  party  you  will,  war  was  inevitable, 
without  either  drawing  in,  ur  giving  up  the  com- 
merce who>e  protection  has  embroiled  us.  The 
wonder  ought  to  be.  and  the  merit,  that  hostili- 
ties have  been  averted  so  long.  It  was  barely 
possible  to  procrastinate,  impracticable  to  shun. 
The  procrastination  was  purchased  by  sacrifices 
of  the  most  impolitic  cost  to  the  American  char- 
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acter  and  resources.  War  was  inevitable.  It  be- 
came so  almost  as  soon  as  the  struggle  in  Europe 
began.  It  is  not  so  difficult  now  to  complain  of 
what  might  have  been,  but  was  not  done.  But 
cananynian  even  now  say,  what  policy  would 
infallibly  have  saved  us  from  hostility^ 

The  treaty  of  1794  healed  over  the  injuries  ue 
had  till  then  continually  endured  from  En^rland 
both  by  land  and  by  sea.  notwithstandin'g  the 
Irealy  of  Independence.  But  we  had  rival  na- 
tions to  deal  wiih;  and  what  was  the  result  of 
the  treaty  of  1794,  as  respects  our  relations  with 
trance?  Gentlemen  all  remember  the  heart- 
burnings and  outrages  which  ended  in  the  naval 

^-roQ'*'^ '''''''  '^'^  French  Republic  in  1797  and 
1793.  In  1799  the  present  Emperor  of  France 
became,  by  another  title,  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
that  nation.  Anxious,  as  he  naturally  was,  to 
strengthen  his  hands  by  as  many  pacifications  as 
he  could  accomplish  with  the  various  countries 
in  collision  with  his  own.  he  soon  after  his  ac- 
cession subscribed  to  the  amicable  convention  of 
February,   1801,  which    was  ratified   under  Mr 


Adams's  Administration.     What  effect  this  con- 
vention would  have  had  on  our  commerce  with 
^ngland  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  intervention  of  the  peace  of  Amiens 
between   England  and   France,  almost   immedi- 
ately atterwards.  in  1802.     The  ink  with  which 
Lord  Cornwallis  signed  the  Treaty   of  Amiens 
was  hardly  dry  before  it  was  resolved  by  the  En«r. 
lish  Gorernment  to  put  an  end  to  it  by  another 
rupture.     In  the  Fall  of  1802  it  was  perfectly  un- 
derstood in  Europe— perfectly  well  known  to  both 
Cabinet>— that  the  renewal  of  hostilities  was  at 
hand.      They   were  deferred   till   the   Spring  of 
1803.      On   the   I6th   April   Mr.   Addinston^an- 
nounced  to  the  House  of  Commons  that  peace 
was  not  to   last  much  longer;  and  on  the  21st 
May,  unless  I  mistake  the  dates,  (I  quoie  them 
from  memory.)  the  English  hostile  manifesto  ap- 
peared.    Till  this  period  a  coincidence  of  fortui- 
tous  circumstances    had    preserved    the   United 
States  from  solemn  war,  (though  there  was  some- 
thing very  like  it  in  1797.)  and   had  afforded  to 
their  foreign  commerce  a  prosperous  harvest  of 
wealth  with  comparative  security.     As  long  as 
we  quarrelled  with  France  we  might  count  u°pon 
England.      From   the  rupture  of  the    peace  of 
Amiens,   in   1803,  it   is   difficult  to  consider  the 
policy  of  the  belligerents,  as  it  has  sincedisclosed 
Itself,  without  a  conviction  that  they  had  deter- 
mined much  sooner  than  thev  avowed  it.  to  drive 
all  neutrals  from  the  field,  and  of  course  to  drag 
us  into  their  contest.     We  were,  indeed,  the  last 
to  fall  in.     Our  distance  and  ou.-  resources  saved 
us  for  a  long  time.     But  the  escape  entirely  was 
out  of  the  question,  without  a  sacrifice  of  our 
commerce,  either  by  fighting  for  it  orabandonin<r 
It.     During  the  years  1805,  '6,  '7,  '8,  '9.  '10.  'if. 
and  '12,  everybody  calls  to  mind  the  astonishing 
continental    successes   of    France,    which    were 
checked  only   by  the  conflagration  of  Moscow, 
and  of  which  the  tide  from   there  thrown  back 
has  never  ceased  to  overwhelm   the  French,  till 
stayed  at  last  perhaps  upon  the  borders  of'  th^ 


Rhine.     The  whole  continent  of  Europe  yielded 
to  the  continental  system,  which  was  to  crush 
the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  Great  Brit- 
ain.    From  Cadiz  to  Cronstadt  there  was  not  a 
port  in  which  either  the  direct  agencv  or  the  in- 
fluence of  France  was  not   felt  to  the  exclusion 
ol  the  productions  of  England.     In  most  of  them 
armies  of  douaniers  were  openly  stationed    and 
in  the  rest  the  system  of  the  French  monarch  was 
enforced  through  the  medium  of  his  influence. 
During  the  same  period  the  conquests  of  England 
on  the  ocean  were  as  continued  and  as  complete 
as  those  of  her  enemy  on  the  land.    England,  who 
went   wantonly  info  the  war  of  1792.  was 'now 
in  the  language  of  her  statesmen,  struggling  sin- 
gle-handed in  self-defence.     For  trade  and  colo- 
nies,  France  expelled  England   from   the  conti- 
nent of  Europe.     In  self-defence,  England  sub- 
dued  every  colonial   settlement,  every  insulated 
territory,  every  distant   possession,  accessible  to 
naval  approach.     The  West  Indies  and  the  East 
became  entirely  her  own ;  not  a  hostile  fleet  was 
permitted  to  spread  its  sails  upon  the  ocean- 
scarce  a  single  frigate  dared  to  venture  out  to  sea. 
Thus  France  consummated  her  continental  pre- 
ponderance—England consummated  her  prepond- 
erance on  the  seas.     Instead  of  any  fair  balance 
of  power,   any  equilibrium  of  relative  strength 
made  up  of  due  proportions  of  territorial  and  mar- 
itime force,  a  most  unnatural  and  alarmin»  spec- 
tacle   was    presented    of  all    the   land    balanced 
against  all  the  sea.     No  neutrals  were  tolerated. 
France  said  so  without  reserve— England  .-aid  so* 
through  the  habitual  discourses  of  her  Sheffields 
her  Cannmss,  her  Stephens.     •'  War  in  Disguise'» 
gave   us  sufficient  notice  of  our  fate.     Entrland 
impressed   men   in  our  harbors  from   our  ships 
public  and  private,  and  murdered  American  citi- 
zens in  our  coasting  shallops.     France  burnt  our 
vessels  and  cargoes  on  the  high  seas.     All  other 
neutrals  disappeared,  and  why  should  we  be  left  1 
We  were  left  for  a  time  only  to  become  the  me- 
dium—the anvil— of  a  most  stupendous  strife  of 
belligerent  commercial  retaliation.     Each  party- 
struck  us  to  the  earth  without  apology,  and  thea 
pressed  us  to  join  her  side  as  the  only  alternative 
for  salvation.     What  was  to  be  done?     What 
could  we  do  to  preserve  both  our  commerce  and 
our  peace?   It  was  utterly  impossible.     Impartial 
and  dispassionate  men — posterity — will  do  justice 
to  our  neutrality,  our  forbearance,  and  pronounce 
that  war  was  to  be  avoided  only  by  withdrawing 
from  the  scene  of  our  distresses.    The  merchants 
were  for   war— for   war   against   Great  Britain. 
Need  I  recall  the  recent  recollections  of  that  en- 
thusiastic and  unanimous  resistance  with  which 
the  revival  of  the  rule  of  '56  was  encountered, 
the  first  great  outrage  on  the  law  of  nations  and 
on  our  commerce?     Like  all  the  injuries  from 
England,  it  was  first  acted  on.  then  promulgated. 
We  felt  It  to  the  quick  before  we  knew  of  Tts  ex- 
istence.    From  New  Orleans  to  Portsmouth,  not 
a  city  on  the  seaboard  but  remonstrated  with  Gov- 
ernment against  its  endurance.     Not  a  merchant 
in  the  country  but  declared  for  opposition  to  it. 
The  President  was  besieged  with  addresses;  one 
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ft«trasteti  wilh  the 

,Me,  and  fatal  ravages  of  Great  Britain. 

Ijiment  immovably   atta 

*^ce,  stiU   practised  and 

ijLl  circumspection.     Dn 


r  particiijlar,  from  Boston,  which  was  ascribed  to 
fie  pen  Qf  an  estimable  gentleman,  now  an  hon- 
^bie  S.inator  from  Massachusetts,  breathed  a 
Sculiar  jpint  of  indignation  and  defiance.  It 
u^'tecribed  the  injuries  from  France  and  Spain  as 
{i^iJeed  deipand  painful,  but  inconsiderable  when 

r ,  _.,k  .k„  more  numerous,  unwarrant- 

A  Gov- 
ached   to    the    policy  of 
counselled  forbearance 
ijj  circumspection.     Dreading  the  calamitiei  of 
r,  It  calculated  them  at  a  dearer  cost  than  that 
ontinied  endurance.    It  hoped  the  crisis  would 
Tby— It  hoped  that  one  or  other  of  the  belliger- 
s  would   yield.     It  was  mistaken.     But  who 
Id   haTC    foreseen    the  unexampled   extremes 
t  so  speedily  ensued  ?     A  moment  arrived  de- 
nding  a  determination.     The  Government  re- 
ived   to.  retire   altogether    from  the  theatre  of 
[.'6tiliiiesr-to  withdraw  for  a  time  within  the 
ie  retirement  of  our  own  homes,  and  to  watch 
wait  more  auspicious  events, 
do   not   say   this   determination   was    right, 
^lat  IS  not  my  object.     I  doubt,  moreover,  whe- 
?r  it  w»s  so.     I  have  always  thought  that  the 
rst  of  rrational  indignation  which   exploded  at 
attack,  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake  should  have 
en  seized  as  the  proclamation  of  war.     But, 
immeiliate  purpose  is  not  to  ascertain  wheth- 
fa  war  -^r  an  embargo  was  to  be  preferred,  but 
{show  iM'  (^^^  or  the  other  was  inevitable.     It 
^^s  a  mifxim  of  the  late  Mr.  Fox  that,  a  party 
Imits  iis|lf  to  be  in  the  wrong  when  it  does  not 
reompaoK'  its  complaints  with  instructions  how 
Ikjremed)*  them.     Now.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  should 
''iglad  tOilearn  what  there  was  to  be  done,  which. 
(*;icumsni^ed  as  this  nation  was.  and  .as  the  bel- 
;  liferents  .*ere,  would,  at   the   same   time,  have 
?ed  our   commerce  aad   averted    war.      Take 
1)0  you  will  and   place  at  the  head  of  affairs; 
tel  back  a:gain  that  being  who  is  now  canonized 
pthe  Father  of  his  Country  ;  get,  if  possible,  a 
Ijtterand  a  wiser  one;  and  then  poiniout  how  he, 
lv\w  any  xoan,  could  have  prevented  or  dispersed 
'■J^^  storms  that  had  been  »o  long  thickening  in 
#ir  horizon  and  were  destined  to  break  upon  our 
^ads.     The  time  had  come,  sir,  when  that  bridge 
•a^  tonnage  which  linked  us  to  the  shores  of  Eu- 
Tipe  must  be  swung  loose,  or  swept  from  its  po- 
tion.    It  is  easy  now  to  clamor  at  what  is  past, 
it,  let  aay  dispassionate  man   look  back  on  the 
rriails  of    those  transactions  ot    which    I  have 
_,ken   a  rapid    and    indistinct    retrospect,   and   I 
i^ink  he  roust  acknowledge  the  very  great  diffi- 
|iilty,  if  pot  impossibility  of  escaping  from  their 


{^neratiotf. 


I  i:The  bold  experiment  was  made  of  an  embargo. 

jjwill  not  say  what  might  have  been  the  success 

i/r(  this  ajtpeal  to  the  virtue  of  a  nation.     It  was 

'.M>t.  permitted  to  be  fairly  tried.     First  modified, 

i^en  abandoned,  the  restrictive  system  languish- 

'^«1  in  non-intercourse  and  non-importation  acts. 

•  "liut  the  (^le  was  cast.     Those  acts  were  totally  in- 

lequat*}.     From  the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  war 

tecame    obviously  and    immediately  inevitable, 

lough  11  was  not  declared  till  the  Summer  of  1812 


Soon  afterwards,  intelligence  reached  us  of 
what  is  called  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  consequently,  as  is  argued,  of  the 
removal  of  all  cause  of  war.  But.  I  tell  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Orders  in  Council  have 
not  been  revoked,  and  that  their  present  footing 
more  reprehensible   than   before.     A    partial. 


IS 


—        —  —   _-j„,       _  J  --7 

coodilioDal,  temporary  suspension  of  their  actual 
operation  has,  to  be  sure,  been  wrung  from  the 
British  Government  by  the  cries  of  their  famish- 
ed manufacturers.  These  curses  have,  indeed, 
been  thrown  back  into  Pandora's  box,  but  they 
are  not  destroyed  ;  and  the  fiend  stands  ready, 
with  the  keys  brandished  in  her  hand,  to  take 
them  out  again,  whenever  another  exigency  shall 
arise.  To  take  them  out  again,  with  what  au- 
thority? Why,  sir,  as  another  section  of  the 
ancient  maritime  rights  of  Great  Britain — dear 
to  her  as  her  existence,  legitimate  as  her  renown. 
When  these  pernicious  outrages  on  the  law  of 
nations  were  first  suggested,  but  a  few  years  ago, 
to  the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  he  is  understood  to  have 
rejected  them  wilh  unqualified  conderanatioo, 
as  not  only  unwarrantable,  but  Infinitely  more 
threatening  for  England  than  her  enemies.  Af- 
ter his  death,  however,  the  disciples  of  his  school 
ventured  to  make  a  trial  of  their  efficacy,  but 
without  evtn  a  pretence,  originally,  of  their  le- 
gality. Their  only  plea  was  expediency.  Their 
conformity  with  the  law  of  nations  was  not  so 
much  as  pretended.  They  were  the  extreme  ef- 
fort of  a  case  of  extreme  urgency.  They  were 
edicts  of  mere  retaliation,  provoked  and  justified 
alone  by  the  preceding  violence  of  France.  But 
now,  after  a  few  years  of  existence,  they  have 
come  to  be  incorporated  with  the  law  of  nations. 
They  are  suspended,  to  be  sure  ;  but,  like  the  rule 
of  '56,  their  legality  is  as  clear  as  their  antiqui- 
ty. They  are  a  part  of  the  defensive  system  of 
England's  undoubted  maritime  rights.  1  tell  you, 
therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Orders  in  CouD' 
cil  are  not  revoked. 

But  for  argument's  sake  they  shall  be.  It  is 
my  wish  to  afford  our  opponents  all  they  require 
in  point  of  fact,  and  00  their  own  postulate  to 
show  their  errors.  The  Orders  in  Council  re- 
moved, what  remains?  The  question  of  impress- 
ment. 1  am  positively  ashamed,  sir,  to  occupy 
the  time  of  a  public  body  with  any  consideration 
of  a  topic  so  hackneyed,  so  vulgarized,  I  may  add, 
as  this  quarrel  of  impressment.  Still,  to  any- 
thing like  a  full  summary  of  rational  justifica- 
tion, it  is  e>sential  to  embrace  this  point  among 
the  rest.  In  fact,  it  is  a  very  prominent  one. 
That  It  IS  a  grievance  which  began  with  our  be- 
ginning as  a  nation,  and  which  has  grown  with  our 
growth,  down  to  the  moment  when  1  am  consid- 
ering It,  is  a  conclusion  to  be  collected,  beyond  a 
doubt,  from  the  documents  on  your  tables.  Not 
an  Executive,  not  a  Secretary  of  State,  not  a 
Minister  to  England,  have  you  ever  had,  whose 
revolting  and  contumelious  office  it  has  not  been 
to  expostulate  and  to  menace  in  vain  upon  this 
distressing  outrage. 

June  11th,  1792,  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary 
of  State,  under  President  Washington,  writes  to 
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Mr.  Thomas  Pinckney,  our  Minister  at  London, 
thus: 

"  In  order  to  urge  a  settlentcnt  of  thi«  point  (im- 
pressment) before  a  new  occasion  may  arise,  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  draw  their  attention  to  the  peculiar 
irritation  excited  on  the  last  occasion,  and  the  dillicui- 
ty  of  avoiding;  our  making  immediate  reprisals  on  their 
seamen  here." 

On  the  same  subject,  he  writes  to  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney, under  the  date  of  the  6th  November,  1792  : 

"  It  is  necessary  to  develop  to  you  the  inconvenience 
of  this  conduct,  (impressment,)  and  the  impossibility 
of  letting  it  go  on." 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1792,  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  he 
continues: 

"  That  there  was  great  difficulty  in  prcTenting  re- 
prisals being  instantly  made  on  British  seamen  in  the 
United  States." 

In  the  same  letter,  speaking  of  the  proposition 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  compel  our  sea- 
men to  be  furnished  with  what  are  familiarly 
called  protections : 

"  We  entirely  reject  the  mode  which  was  the  subject 
of  convtrsation  between  Mr.  Morris  and  the  British 
Minister,  which  was,  that  our  seamen  should  always 
carry  about  them  certificates  of  their  citizenship." 

Mr.  Pinckney,  in  attempting  a  treaty  with  Mr. 
Bond,  under  Lord  Grenville,  thus  expresses  him- 
self to  Mr.  Jefferson  : 

"  I  answered  that,  unless  we  could  come  to  some 
accommodation  which  might  insure  our  seamen  against 
this  oppression,  (^impressment,)  measures  would  be 
taken  to  cause  the  inconvenience  to  be  equally  felt  on 
both  sides." 

Mr.  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  writes  to 
Mr.  King,  Uth  September,  1796: 

*'  If  the  British  Government  have  any  regard  to  our 
rights  and  res[>ect  to  our  nation,  and  place  any  value 
on  our  friendship,  they  will  even  facilitate  to  us  the 
means  of  relieving  our  oppressed  citizens." 

Judge  Marshall,  when  Secretary  of  State, 
writes  to  Mr.  King,  dated  20th  September,  1800: 

"  Should  we  impress  from  the  merchant  service  of 
Britain  not  only  Americans,  but  foreigners,  and  even 
British  subjects,  how  long  would  such  a  cause  of  in- 
jury, unredressed,  be  permitted  to  pass  unrevenged  1 
How  long  would  the  Government  of  Britain  be  con- 
tent with  unsuccessful  remonstrance  and  unavailing 
memorials  ?  I  believe,  sir,  that  only  the  most  prompt 
correction  of,  and  compensation  for  the  abuse  would  be 
admitted  as  satisfaction  in  such  case." 

Then  the  Judge  admonishes  them  to  desist,  lest 
they  force  our  Government  into  measures  which 
may  possibly  terminate  in  open  rupture. 

Mr.  Madison,  Secretary  of  State,  writes  to 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Piokney  on  the  5th  January. 
1806,  and  asks: 

"  Can  it  be  reasonable  or  just  that  a  belligerent  com- 
mander should  be  permitted,  without  recurring  to  any 
tribunal  whatever,  to  examine  the  crew  of  a  neutral 
vessel,  to  decide  the  important  question  of  their  re- 
spective allegiances,  and  to  carry  that  decision  into 
immediate  execution,  by  forcing  every  individual  he 
may  chooMe  into  a  service  abhorrent  to  his  feelings ; 
cutting  him  off  from  his  most  tender  connexions,  ex- 


posing bis  mind  and  his  person  to  the  most  humiliating 
tliscipline,  and  his  life  itself  to  the  greatest  danger  1 
Reason,  justice,  and  humanity,  unite  in  protesting 
against  so  extravagant  a  proceeding." 

And  again,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1806,  Mr.  Mad- 
ison, writing  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkoey, 
says : 

"  The  importance  of  effectual  remedy  for  this  prac- 
tice derives  urgency  from  the  licentiousness  with  which 
it  is  still  pursued,  and  from  the  growing  impatience  of 
this  country  under  it." 

On  the  20th  May,  1807,  he  writes  to  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney — 

"Without  a  provision  against  impressment,  no  treaty 
is  to  be  concluded." 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pickering,  when  Secretary 
of  Stale,  to  Mr.  King,  June  8th.  1796— 

"The  simplest  rule  would  be,  that  the  vessel  being 
American,  should  be  evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board 
her  are  such  ;  but  it  will  be  an  important  point  gained 
if,  on  the  high  seas,  our  flag  can  protect  those  of  what- 
ever nation  who  sail  under  it." 

September  10,  1796,  Mr.  Pickering  writes  to 
Mr.  Rufus  King,  our  Minister  at  London — 

"  The  subject  of  impressed  seamen  makes  a  part  of 
your  instructions ;  but  the  President  now  renews  his 
desire,  that  their  relief  may  engage  your  special  at- 
tention." 

October  26,  1796,  Mr.  Pickering  writes  to  Mr. 

King— 

*♦  For  the  British  Government  to  make  professions  of 
respect  to  the  righu  of  our  citizens,  and  a  willtngncM 
to  releafie  them,  and  yet  deny  the  only  means  of  ascer- 
taining those  rights,  is  an  insulting  tantalism." 

October  3,  1797,  Mr.  Pickering  writes  to  Mr, 
King— 

"  Mr.  Liston  has  assured  me,  that  the  British  officers 
have  orders  not  to  impress  any  American  seamen,  and 
of  course  not  to  retain  against  their  will  any  already 
impressed  ;  but,  if  they  insist  in  obstructing  every 
channel  of  information  and  proof  of  their  citizenship, 
such  orders  are,  and  will  continue,  deceptive." 

July  30,  1794,  Mr.  John  Jay,  then  at  the  Court 
of  London,  writing  to  Lord  Grenville  on  the 
subject  of  impressment,  says  : 

"  Relying  on  the  justice  and  benevolence  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, leads  him  to  indulge  a  pleasing  expectation  that 
orders  will  be  given  that  the  Americans  so  circum- 
stanced (impressed)  be  immediately  liberated,  and  that 
persons  honored  with  His  M.ijesty's  commiseion  do  in 
future  abstain  from  similar  violences." 

In  negotiating  with  Mr.  Liston,  for  a  reciprocal 
delivery  of  deserters,  Mr.  Pickering  states  it — 

"  To  be  utterly  inadmissible,  unless  it  would  put  an 
end  to  imp'-essmencs." 

September  20,  1800,  Judge  Marshall,  then  Sec- 
retary of  Stale,  writes  to  \Ir.  King — 

"  The  mere  release  of  the  injured,  after  a  long  course 
of  service  and  suffering,  is  no  compensation  for  the 
past,  and  no  security  fur  the  future.  It  is  impossible 
not  to  believe  that  the  decisive  interference  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  this  respect,  would  prevent  a  practice  the 
continuance  of  which  must  inevitably  produce  discord 
between  two  nations  which  ought  to  be  the  friends  of 
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irkii)ressraent 


ir^ih  other,  ^e  United  States,  therefore,  reqnire  po»- 
jj^ely  that  their  seamen,  who  are  not  British  subjects, 
^Lther  born  in  America  or  elsewhere,  should  be  ex- 
i(iv)t  from  {mpressmpnt." 

'£tfhus,  sir,  it  appears  that  there  never  was  any 
ifg^ht  entertained  respecting  this  cause  of  war  till 
K  was  declared  for  its  removal ;  and  if.  in  1806. 
Hsrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  did  make  a  treaty 
(faout  the  arrangement  of  some  satisfactory  plan 
preventing  impressment,  it  is  difficult  to  ima- 
more  i:omplete  justification  for  Mr.  Jeffer- 
S(£^s  rejecfion  ot  such  a  treaty,  than  the  instruc- 
til$s  I  hav^e  read,  which  led  to  it.  These  instruc- 
-•%s  are  positive  to  make  no  treaty  without  such 
urrangement. 

^errait  me,  now.  to  solicit  your  attention  to 
a  pagti  I  propose  to  read  from  a  buck  I  am  in 
Inhabit  o<'  often  referring  to.  and  never  without 
d'*'!iving  instruction  and  edification.  It  is  the 
Cktef  Justice's  Life  of  Washington,  from  which 
■""ijmay  gather  that  elevated  person's  sentiments 
jIDpressrnent.  He  had  been  Secretary  of  State; 
j«  familiiir  with  the  best  annals  of  the  nation  ; 
"wfrite  his  history  at  a  moment  when  dispute  ran 
hSh  on  thK  particular;  and  of  course  what  he 
if  may  bj?  accepted  as  not  having  been  com- 
bed to  pablication  without  scrupulously  weigh- 
ini;. every  word,  and  cautiously  guarding  against 
at'V  improptr  import : 

|!.'flo8tiUtii;ii  on  the  ocean  disclosed  still  another 
acfttcc  of  irwiation,  which  added  its  copious  stream  to 
irresistible  torrent  which  threatened  to  sweep  Amer- 
[into  the  fvar  that  desolated  Europe. 
[iPhe  practice  of  manning  their  fleet  by  impressment, 
one  to  >vhich  the  British  Government  had  long 
accusto/ned  to  resort.  The  exercise  of  this  pre- 
ro^itive  hadnol  been  confined  to  the  land.  Merchant- 
lat.x,  in  theu  ports,  and  even  at  sea,  were  visited,  and 
qijjiners  tal^en  out  of  them,  to  be  employed  in  the 
B'fcixl  navy..  The  profits  of  trade  enabling  neutral 
iti«*rihants  ty  give  high  wages,  British  sailors  were 
ttij. ted  in  g-j-eat  numbers  to  enter  their  service;  but 
thjf  neutral  i^hips  furnished  no  protection.  Disrcgard- 
int  the  bottom  in  which  they  sailed,  the  officers  of  the 
ry  impres»e<l  them  wherever  found — often  scarcely 
fjng  hamis  enough  to  navigate  the  vessel  into  port. 
To  the  abuses  to  which  such  usages  arc  liable,  the 
ki^ricans  v-'ere  peculiarly  exposed.  Descended  from 
;»ame  anqestors,  and  speaking  the  same  language, 
th^  (UstinctJQa  between  them  and  the  English,  though 
inLeneral  sutTiciently  marked,  was  not  always  so  visi- 
h\Z  08  to  prevent  unintentional  error ;  nor  were  the 
caftains  of  iihips  at  all  times  very  solicitous  to  avoid 
cnStake.  Native  Americans,  therefore,  were  frequently 
iiijiessod,  a^id  compelled  to  serve  against  the  French 
Kl(;bhc."    ; 

»>o  early.uhen,  as  1792.  it  appears  that  native 
Ajgiericans.'were  frequently  impressed. 

JlVith  su(*h  moving  and  irresistible  facts  before 
u-^can  we,  should  we,  be  drawing  line?  of  dis- 
ti^nion  between  the  native  and  the  naturalized? 
OW  ts  there  ;ihe  least  weight  in  the  objection  some- 
ii»es  urged,  that,  as  the  navigating  and  mariner 
BPaes  do  njvt  complain  of  impressment,  the  agri- 
cultural ani;  other  States  ought  to  submit  to  it  ? 
Irkii)ressraet}t  being  a  breach  of  national  sove- 
Wiatv.  it  it.  not  where  it  cuts  deepest,  nor  how  it 


acts  most,  that  should  enter  into  the  considera* 
lion.      The   majesty   of  the    people,   altogether 
must  determine  for   themselves  on   all   poTnts  of 
national  sovereignty  and   foreign  encroachment. 
No  State  can  be  commissioned  to  decide  in  such 
a  case.    But,  is  it  true  that  none  but  the  Eastern 
States  are  injured   by  impressment ?     Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh    acknowledges    1.600   Americans   to   be 
wrongfully  detained.     Are  they  all  from   Massa- 
chusetts ?     Is  1,600  the  total  amount  of  impressed 
Americans  ?    Ask  your  flag,  sir,  that  glorious  flag 
which,  after  striking  the   flag  of  England   from 
her  masts,  has,  in  every  instance  of  its  surrender, 
detected  Americans  in  the  ships  it  covered.     Oq 
board   the  Guerriere  there  were,  I  think,  seven; 
on  board  the  Macedonian,  five  ;  on  board  the  Java 
eleven;  on   board   the  Peacock,  three.     Steele's 
formidable  list  gives  us  a  thousand  British  vessels 
of  war.     Now,  take  the  number  of  our  people  dis- 
covered on  board  the  little  Peacock  as   the  aver- 
age;  does  not  an  arithmetical  deduction  give  yoti 
3,000  Americans  in  the  British  navy  ?    Certainly, 
you  have  at  least  3.000  men  fighting  their  battles, 
or,  more  barbarously  still,  dying  in  their  hulks  as 
prisoners  of  war.    But  we  know  that  this  average 
is  much  too  small.     We  know  from   the   muster- 
rolls  of  the  Moselle,  and  another  which  fell   into 
the  hands  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  that  very  many 
more  than  three  to  a  crew  is  the  proportion.    But 
these  men  are  necessary,  they  are   indispensable, 
to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain.     Waiving  the  weak- 
ness of  the  plea,  is  such  the  fact?     Are   1,600  or 
3.000  Americans,  or  more,  indispensable  to  a  navy 
which  keens  160,000  seamen  constantly  in  its  em- 
ployment?    The  question  answers  itself.     They 
are  not  necessary.     Their  enlargement  is,  indeed 
most  necessary  to  our  character,  to  our  sovereif^a- 
ty,  and  to  our  national  well  being.     But  their  de- 
tention is  of  little  moment  to  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain.     If  it  were,  indeed— if  this  cry  of  self- 
defence,  of  vital  expediency,  if  even   this  were 
founded  in  truth,  independently  of  all  right  and 
abstract  justice,  I   should   pause,  for  one,  about 
wresting  impressment  from   the   English  grasp. 
Proud,  sir,  of  my  de5cent  from  England,  at  a  time 
when  the  genuine  principles  of  English  freedom 
and   English   law  were  still   unadulterated;   and 
sensible  of  the  many  claims  of  the  English  people 
on  the  consideration  of  all  others,  even  now  whea 
these    principles   are    no   longer    the    fashion   at 
Court,  I  should  be  loth  to  press  a  contest  which 
must  terminate  in  the  downfall  of  Great  Britain, 
or  the  discomfiture  of  the  United  States,     It   is 
not  the  downfall  of  Great  Britain  I  desire.     Not 
at  all.     It  is  nothing  more  than  her  rea.sonable 
curtailment,  her  restriction  to  those  grounds  of  a 
reasonable  maritime  ascendency,  which  I  have  no 
objection  she  should  continue  to  enjoy,  and  which 
she  certainly  may  continue  to  enjoy,  without  the 
prostration  of  our  most  sacred  privileges  and  most 
important  interests. 

Supposing,  then,  as  is  most  clear,  that  her  re- 
linquishing of  impressment  will  not  be  the  cause 
of  her  ruin,  and  supposing  no  other  cause  for  the 
war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  is  not  this  one 
a  use  enough?     What  was  the  pretext  for  the 
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rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amiens?  Unless  I  mis- 
take, the  island  of  Malta.  What  occasioned  the 
war  between  France  and  Austria  in  1805?  Un- 
less I  am  mistaken,  the  city  of  Venice.  What 
moved  to  the  war  that  has  lately  desolated  Eu- 
rope and  drenched  two-thirds  of  that  Continent 
in  carnage?  Commerce.  What  are  the  mate- 
rials out  of  which  have  been  woven  the  history, 
the  oratory,  and  the  poetry  of  modern  times? 
Territorial  disputes,  commercial  rivalships,  the 
balance  of  power.  What  has  immortalized  in 
England  herself  an  individual  of  very  moderate 
talents;  whose  indefatigable  charity  compelled 
the  great  rival  Statesmen,  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Fox,  to  suspend  their  criminations,  and  fall  into 
the  ranks  which  Mr.  Wilberforce  led  on  !  one  of 
them,  as  is  generally  believed,  against  his  own 
conviction?  The  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 
And  is  commiseration  for  the  black,  more  lauda- 
ble than  for  the  white?  Has  the  African  claims 
on  humanity  which  are  not  known  to  the  Ameri- 
can ?  Or  is  it  a  mitigation  of  the  traflic  in  flesh, 
that,  whereas  the  slave  trade  is  confined  to  one 
country  and  one  race  of  unfortunate  beings,  im- 
pressment is  made  to  be  felt  in  every  clime,  and 
fixes  on  civilized  men  for  its  victims?  Nature 
and  her  laws  combine  with  the  laws  of  nations  to 
consecrate  a  cause  like  ours.  Talk  of  defensive 
war,  and  rail  at  oflTensive  ones,  why  what  is  this? 
May  not  men  fight  pro  arU  etfocis  on  the  seas? 
Without  bringing  into  view  the  question  of  ex- 
tending territory  by  a  ship,  may  not  the  Ameri- 
can mariner's  home  be  on  the  deep?  Or  must 
England  alone  march  on  the  mountain  wave? 

But  is  there  no  additional  cause  for  our  hos- 
tilities? Has  nothing  been  superinduced  by  the 
war  itself,  adding  to  its  original  inducements 
most  unparalleled  aggravation?  Mr.  Chairman, 
yes,  an  atrocity  overlooked  by  our  Government, 
familiarized  to  the  minds  of  the  people;  but  one, 
nevertheless,  against  which  every  cottage  should 
be  hung  with  mementoes,  every  parlor  tapestried 
with  remonstrances.  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  barba- 
rian subornation  by  England  of  our  Indian  bor- 
derers, whose  savage  thirst  has  been  slaked  in 
the  blood  of  our  women  and  children,  under 
the  direct  encouragement  of  English  agency.  I 
mean  to  take  some  notice  of  this  nefarious  inhu- 
manity. The  Executive  Government  of  this 
country,  which  is  accused  of  so  much  unfounded 
hostility  to  Great  Britain,  has  omitted  in  my 
humble  opinion  the  most  imposing  and  over- 
whelming complaints  with  which  a  nation  ever 
was  rebuked,  by  their  silence  on  this  subject. 
But  I  shall  not  follow  the  example  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  shall  make  no  apology  lor  presenting 
this  atrocity  in  its  true  colors.  The  British  mani- 
festo of  the  9th  January,  1S13,  which  puts  forth 
their  justification  in  this  war,  stales  expressly 
that  Mr.  Foster  had  instruction  to  repudiate  the 
foul  charge  of  their  employment  of  our  Indians. 
Did  he  do  so?  Never.  I  am  aware  at  least 
of  no  solemn  protestation  from  that  Minister 
against  this  imputation,  this  indelible,  deadly  blot 
OD  the  annals  of  this  nation.  But  supposing  that 
he  had,  would  that  alter  the  fact?     Should  that 


disprove  it?  There  was  indeed  a  period  whea 
the  drawing-room  and  the  cabinet  were  hung 
with  specious  but  most  insidious  trappings  of 
amity;  but  even  then  the  trans-Alleganean  wil- 
derness was  rustling  with  the  preparation  of  the 
savage,  licking  his  chops  in  ambush,  and  hanker- 
ing for  the  promised  repast.  There  was  a  time 
when  we  examined  the  powder,  and  the  arms^ 
the  muskets,  and  weapons,  that  fell  into  our  hands 
at  the  battle  of  the  Wabash,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  ear-mark  of  England  was  upon  them. 
There  was  a  time  when,  if  such  signs  were  de- 
clared to  exist,  ten  thousand  voices  and  pens  and 
prints  rose  up  to  contradict  the  ungenerous  asper- 
sion. But  that  time  has  passed  away.  The  Eng- 
lishman and  the  Indian,  like  the  mastiff  and  the 
wolf,  since  then  have  always  roamed  abroad  to- 
gether; the  one  decorated  with  the  collar  and 
other  indications  of  refinement,  but  without  its 
heart;  the  other  bounding  in  native  ruthlessness  ; 
and  kept  each  other's  company  scouring  our  for- 
ests, contending  for  their  prey. 

Nor  is  this  a  new  outrage,  though  never  so  sub- 
stantiated as  now.     In  his  celebrated  speech  on 
the  British  Treaty,  Mr.  Ames  admits  thai  the  un- 
authorized agents  of  England  might  be  expected 
to  stir  up  our  Indians,  though  he  denies  that  the 
English  Government  participated  in  this  excite- 
ment.    But  what  was  General  Washington's  im- 
pression of  the  Indian  war  which  carried  Har- 
mer.  and  St.  Clair,  and  Wayne,  into  the  field? 
General  Wasiiington,  sir.  was  satisfied  that  Colo- 
nel Beckwith,  the  formal  British  agent,  who  pre- 
ceded Mr.  Hammond's  mission  to  America— that 
this  agent  had  fomented  the  fury  of  the  Indians. 
He  directed  the  Secretary  of  State  to  remonstrate 
with  Beckwith  concerning  it.     And  what  did  he 
offer  in   his  excuse?    After  some  prevarication 
he  acknowledged   his  own   interference  in   that 
way.  though  he  denied  that  he  had  acted  by  Lord 
Dorchester's  authority,  and  asserted  that  the  step 
was  merely  his  own.     So  loni:  ago  as  1792,  was 
this  iniquity  in  preparation.     Within  the  last  two 
years,  every  disguise  has    been  thrown  off,  and 
It  stands  forward  before  the  world  in  all  its  hor- 
rid incarnation  of  avowal.     Before  General  Hull's 
capitulation,  the  first  blow  that  was  struck  in  the 
present  hostilities  came  from  the  Indians  deep  in 
the   Northwest,  a-ainst   the  post  of  Mackinaw. 
And  what  was  that  unhappy  man's  extenuation 
of  his  surrender  ?     That  the  savages  were  swarm- 
ing for   his  destruction  ;  pouring  down   upon  his 
army  from  the  West  and  the  North,  and  hasten- 
ing to  their  annihilation.     Where  has  the  battle 
been  fought  since,  in  which  the  English  have  not 
owed  their  success,  wherever  they  have  had  it,  to 
their  Indian  allies?     Where  has  a  British  regi- 
ment or  a  British  soldier  met  an  American  fairly 
face  to  face,  and  staked    the  issue  on  the  valor  of 
BritoDsand  Americansalone  ?     In  every  instance 
the  terror  of  the  tomahawk  has  been  their  strong- 
est, their  only  protection,  their  buckler  and  their 
sword.     At   Detroit,  at  Raisin,  at  Q,ueenstown, 
everywhere  their  allies  have  been  their  saviour*', 
Not  a  single  general  order  has  appeared  from 
Prevost,  from  Brock,  from  Proctor,  or  from  Vin- 
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|t,  in  wliich  these  wretches  hare  not  been  offi- 
ijly  than)ied  for  their  material  assistance.  The 
ijtish  arn^ies  have  traversed  Canada  with  hordes 
Indiansffor  their  wings,  like  ravens,  like  vul- 
?s  ot'  th^  desert.  who>e  omnious  flight  portends 
ith,and>who  banquet  on  the  victims  of  their 
ti,ii»sacre.  'And  is  this  lawful,  or  accustomed 
Airfare?  Will  sf.lf-defence  justify,  should  in- 
t|»fon  provoke,  or  will  anything  aione  for  this  ? 
|a|  lawful'to  poison  your  wells  or  arrows,  though 
yfciir  territory  be  overrun  by  an  enemy  ?  No,  sir. 
Noth^g  can  excuse  or  extenuate  such  bar- 
jrities.  I/for  is  excuse  or  extenuation  sought  for. 
jii'y  are  x'^ferred  to  the  detestable  expediency  of 
j|d  Suffsilk  in  1777.  wljo>e  rebuke  by  Lord 
jathara  \^e  all  remember,  for  his  impious  decla- 
|k>a,  thaf,  England  had  a  right  to  employ  the 
^^ans  agiinst  tbe  Americans,  as  means  (to  use 
i;own  ififfernai  language)  which  God  and  na- 
f  placed{at  their  command. 

^bat  aiv  outrage  then  this  is  !  and  what  proof 
[|t  !     Frijm  the  oflScial  papers  of  the  British 
imandejs.  ex  cathedra,  indeed,  have  we  the 
Ivlence  o|'  this  fell,  unmanly,  and  unchristian 
^Arage — a{i  outrage  that  has   no  equal.     I  sol- 
"  'illy  protest,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  my  inconsid- 

}*|)le  knowledge  suggests  no  oblation  ever  laid 
i|the  altaf  of  human  malignity  and  vindictive- 
to  be -compared  with  this  subornation  of 
ludian.. — by  the  English  who  boast  of  their 
rior  religion  and  charity,  who  have  sent  out 
4e  missionaries  of  late  for  the  salvation  of 
l^tant  henjisphere^  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world 
I  togeihfr — affainst  us  Americans,  their  de- 
iidants.  ^heir  flesh  and  blood — through  the  in- 
ijraentalfciy  of  those  savages  whom  by  every 
^(rality  apJ  study  we  have  labored  to  humanize 
Si^i  ameliorate,  and  whom  we  could  at  any  mo- 
|c^}it  either  extirpate  or  expel  from  the  neighbor- 
|i*(d  of  our  frontiers.  It  is,  sir,  an  excess  of  wrong 
°f^)ch  absolutely  flings  the  hurdle  and  guillotine 
W|ind,  anci  occupies  the  most  conspicuous  place 
ii»]i»e  representation  of  our  most  unnatural  pas- 
^ii^^s.  Trt^e  it  is,  I  am  aware  of  it,  that  we  have 
lasiierly  employed  some  of  these  monsters  in  our 
iu.'iies.  }3(u  not  until  a  twelvemonth  and  more 
IfW^^earanc^;  not  until  after  we  were  taught  by 
t4i«?r  lessc>is  that  English  officers  and  soldiers 
fe  to  b»;  opposed  only  by  the  auxiliaries  of 
|t^|rown  ohoice;  not  till  we  had  learned  that  to 
^jy  consjernatioD  into  British  ranks,  it  was 
;essary  li)  set  btfore  them  the  counterpart  of 
ir  own  ;)llies. 

ind  yet  this  is  a  war  without  a  cause  !     This 

war  so.  wantonly  waged  on  our  part  !     This 

ilhe   uniiecessary.  the  wicked  and  the  foolish 


at ;  she  threatens  to  invade  our  Southern  States 
with  her  black  regiments  from  the  West  Indies; 
to  employ  them  in  rousing  our  slaves  to  insurrec- 
tion— to  cut  the  throats  of  their  masters  and  mis- 
tresses— to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  children's 
blood  of  those  who  I  hope  generally  make  it  their 
duty  to  soften  as  much  as  possible  the  lot  of  ser- 
vitude. All  this  we  are  endurine  or  threatened 
with  by  England,  without  cause  of  war!  I  can- 
not conceive  for  my  part  of  cause  more  sacred, 
more  flagrant,  or  more  plain.  When  Francis  the 
First  of  France  made  an  alliance  with  the  Turks, 
to  enable  himself  to  withstand  the  power  of  Au- 
stria and  of  Spain,  concentrated  under  Charles 
the  Fifth,  all  Europe  cried  out  shame  against  a 
King  who  could  stoop  to  be  associated  with  infi- 
dels, whatever  might  be  his  emergencies.  But  in 
these  days  of  refinement,  the  alliance  of  England 
with  American  Indians  is  no  offence.  I  may  be 
acting  under  delusion,  Mr.  Chairman  ;  but  I  am 
free  to  say  that  no  one  in  this  country  has  the 
causes  of  this  war  more  at  heart  than  I  have  ;  no 
one  is  more  deeply  penetrated,  apart  from  all  per- 
sonal considerations  whatever,  with  a  sense  of  its 
justice.  And  when  I  am  inclined  sometimes  to 
be  cast  down  at  the  unaccountable  reverses  we 
have  experienced  upon  the  land,  I  can  always 
rally  and  console  myself  with  the  conviction  that 
no  Administration  can  relinquish  such  a  conflict. 
You  may  change  your  Executive  department  to- 
morrow. You  may  install  whom  you  please. 
There  is  no  man — there  is  no  men  in  America 
who  could  withstand  this  country's  indignation 
for  one  month,  should  they  make  any  terms  of 
peace  relinquishing  the  rignts  we  are  contending 
for.     Our  security  is  in  our  cause. 

Such  being  the  causes  of  this  war,  let  us  next  in- 
quire, what  are  the  events  that  have  succeeded  its 
declaration,  which  should  drive  us  to  abandon  it  ? 
It  has  been  disastrous,  say  its  antagonists.  It  has 
so.  I  must  confess  it  has  had  to  struggle  with 
unexpected  diflSculties,  and  unaccountable  rever- 
ses. But  is  it  therefore  we  should  give  it  up? 
Remember  the  price  paid  for  the  privilege  of  de- 
claring it.  Call  to  mind  the  members  of  that  il- 
lustrious Congress,  who  during  the  Revolution 
were  often  obliged  to  fly,  like  conspirators,  by 
night,  from  their  beds,  to  places  of  safety.  From 
Philadelphia  to  Baltimore,  to  Lancaster,  to  York, 
to  Trenton.  Did  they  yield  to  the  current  of  dis- 
aster 7  If  they  had,  sir.  our  independence  never 
would  have  been  achieved.  The  years  of  the 
Revolution  dragged  on  in  delay,  defeat,  trial,  and 
difllicully.  With  all  its  glorious  circumstances, 
what  was  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill?  An  over- 
throw.    The   invasion  of  Canada   under  Mont- 
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cJatesl  wet  keep  up !     England,  contrary  to  her  !  gomery  and  Arnold ;  the  affairs  on  Lon 
oirn  munic/ipal  laws,  impresses  her  own  subjects  |  the  capture  of   Fort  Washington  ;    the   rout  at 
^  forces  hem  on  board  her  navy.     Contrary  to    Brandywine  ;   the  defeat  at   Germanfown  ;  the 
jcj  laws  of  nations  she  compels  these  impressed  '■  partial  success  at  Monmouth  ;  the  predatory  and 
|;)jects  of  her  own  to  be  accessary  to  the  im-  :  wasting  excursions  into  Connecticut  and  Vlrcrin- 
[^ssment  o(  our  citizens.     For  our  resistance  to  !  ia  ;  the  contest  in  the  South,  of  which  we  have 
jr.  enormjiy  on  the  ocean,  she  lets  loose  the  sav-  i  lately  so  well-drawn  a  picture  by  one  of  the  prin- 
tts  in  ou»  interior  ;  she   desolates  and  destroys  .  cipal  performers  on  that  theatre :  what  was  it  but 
.jiiir  frontier  hamlets  and  inhabitants;  she  threat- 1  a  succession   of  total    failures  or  transient    tn- 
WP  what  in  this  place  1  am  almost  afraid  to  bint  |  umphs?     The  man  whose  memory  is  now  the 
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resting  placeof  a  nation's  benefactions,  for  whose 
particular  association  the  two  parties  of  this  coun- 
try contend  like  the  Greek  cities  for  the  birth- 
place of  Homer,  was  then,  almost  as  much  as 
your  present  Generals,  the  object  of  American 
contempt  and  malediction.  His  array  was  wast- 
ing in  sickness  and  inactivity  ;  his  fortres.'»es  were 
taken  from  him  ;  his  plans  were  frustrated  ;  his 
troops  were  beaten.  Yes.  Mr.  Chairman,  there 
are  venerable  raenof  the  delegation  here,  of  which 
I  am  an  unworthy  member,  who  reccoUect  these 
things  ;  who  have  told  me  that  in  1776  not  a  town, 
nor  a  village,  nor  a  passenger  on  the  road  between 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  but  was  full  of  com- 
plaints against  Washi.ngton  himself,  clamorous 
with  despondency  of  the  cause  he  was  engaged 
in.  Let  us  imitate  the  example  of  his  constancy, 
not  their  despair.  Let  us  never  forget  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  character  of  our  population,  the 
structure  of  our  Government,  our  experience  in 
war,  our  long  repose  in  peace,  do  not  justify  the 
expectation  of  never-failing  victory  over  a  nation 
inured  to  arms  and  vast  in  capacity  of  annoyance. 
Like  our  forefathers  of  the  Revolution  let  us 
make  the  least  of  defeat,  and  the  most  of  success. 
Like  them  let  us  nerve  our  councils  to  bear  the 
reverses  of  our  arms,  and  like  them  we  shall  final- 
ly be  triumphant. 

But  this  wanton  and  disastrous  war  is  also  par- 
tial in  its  pressure.  What  an  objection  to  come 
from  Massachusetts  to  Virginia!  What  an  ob- 
jection, while  any  of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution 
survive!  I  mention  it  but  to  say  that  if  Virginia 
had  made  such  an  objection  to  Massachusetts  in 
1775,  we  should  not  now  have  been  aa  indepen- 
dent nation.  It  is,  however,  unfounded  in  fact. 
The  pressure  is  felt  more  severely  in  Virginia, 
Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and  Louisiana,  than 
in  any  section  whatever  of  the  Eastern  States. 

The  war  is  moreover  unpopular  I  In  spite  of 
the  majorities  in  this  House,  the  majorities  of 
suffrages  all  over  the  country,  the  people  are  op- 
posed to  the  war!  Majority,  then,  is  not  an  evi- 
dence of  popularity.  No.  It  proves  only  the 
coherence  of  party.  If  this  war  were  popular  it 
would  be  successful  in  Canada!  If  so,  Pompey's 
was  the  unpopular  side,  when  he  fought  at  Phar- 
salia  with  all  the  hopes  of  Roman  republican- 
ism under  his  standard,  against  Ca;»ar  and  his  in- 
vading regulars  from  Gaul.  Caraciacus  was  un- 
popular when  he  fell  before  the  legions  of  Claudius 
CiEsar.  The  ravage  of  the  Palatinate  by  Louis 
XIV.  is  ascribable  to  his  popularity  there.  In 
short,  all  England's efl'orts  during  the  last  twenty 
years  have  been  unpopular  while  sustained  in 
self-defence;  all  Bonaparte's  foreign  conquests 
completely  unpopular;  nor  has  the  war  become 
popular  with  the  French  nation  until  brought 
home  to  their  frontiers  and  breaking  in  upon 
their  firesides!     The  idea  is  preposterous. 

At  all  events,  again,  and  whether  disastrous  or 
popular,  the  contest  is  hopeless.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, how  does  it  happen  that  we  are  here  delib- 
erating on  the  war  7  Is  it  more  hopeless  than 
that  which  our  predecessors  waged,  without  half 
the  impulse  pressing  upon  us  in  the  present  strug- 


gle, against  difSculties  incomparably  more  alarm- 
ing, and  yet  with  complete  success?  Is  not  this 
the  old  story  of  the  Revolution?  Does  it  not 
prove  too  much?  I  submit  it  to  the  logical  mind 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Sueffey.) 
who  advanced  it,  that  an  argument  proving  too 
much  proves  nothing.  Now,  if  we  cannot  under 
any  provocation  venture  to  re-ist  Great  Britain 
in  arms,  can  we  contend  with  France  or  with 
Spain?  Must  we  not  tamely  submit  to  all  they 
may  impose  upon  us  ?  It  will  answer  no  purpose 
to  wait  for  greater  population  and  resources,  un- 
less we  are  disciplined  in  the  meanwhile  in  the 
school  of  trial  and  experience.  Unless  we  accus- 
tom our  fellow-citizens  to  occasional  hostilities 
one  hundred  millions  of  population  would  not 
be  enough  to  oppose  any  foreign  enemy,  unless 
we  learn  in  that  school  in  which  all  other  na- 
tions have  derived  their  instruction.  A  popula- 
tion of  one  hundred  millions  would  be  but  an 
inert  and  degenerate  mass,  incapable  of  self  pro- 
tection, destined  to  break  down  our  Union  by  its 
own  unwieldy  and  unmanageable  weight.  But 
again,  sir,  this  objection  is  not  founded  in  fact. 
Great  Britain  is  not  that  inexorable  and  unyield- 
ing tyrant  which  gentlemen  represent  her.  She 
acknowledged  our  independence.  She  removed 
Captain  Whitby  from  one  of  her  ships.  Captain 
Bradley  from  another,  Admiral  Berkeley  from  our 
coasts.  Ungraciously,  if  you  will;  but  yet  she 
did  it.  She  restored  to  the  very  deck  of  the  vessel 
from  which  they  were  torn,  the  seamen  of  the 
Chesapeake  ;  a  greater  humiliation  than  was  ever 
assented  to  by  a  naval  nation,  proud  of  her  mari- 
time supremacy.  Taken  by  force  from  the  wa- 
ters in  this  neighborhood,  as  those  men  were,  and 
five  years  afterwards  publicly  returned  to  their 
own  ship  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  I  am  not  able 
to  imagine  a  more  complete  capitulation.  It  was 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  sending  the  English 
Doge  to  Paris.  Besides,  the  late  overture  by  the 
Bramble  contradicts  the  common  sentiment  of 
the  unyieldingness  of  Great  Britain.  She  knows 
how  to  yield  to  circumstances,  as  well  as  others. 
In  1802  and  1806  she  consented  to  an  adjustment 
of  the  points  of  impressment,  and  vigorously 
pressed  no  doubt  she  will  learn  to  consent  to  it 
again. 

But  this  wanton,  disastrous,  partial,  unpopular, 
and  hopeless  contest  is  likewise  ruinous.  Not 
ruinous  most  assuredly  in  the  ordinary  calamities 
of  war.  Plenty  and  comparative  prosperity  are 
almost  universal  throughout  the  country.  Con- 
trasted with  the  situation  of  even  the  most  fortu- 
nate nations  of  Europe,  ours  is  quite  an  enviable 
one.  We  are  deprived  to  be  sure  of  some  of  the 
enjoyments  of  a  state  of  peace;  but.  notwith- 
standing all  the  atrocities  of  England  on  our  sea-  - 
board  and  interior  frontier,  never  was  there  a 
more  tranquil  or  flourishing  community  in  a  state 
of  war.  Instead  of  clamor  or  repining,  we  ought 
to  be  grateful  for  these  blessings.  They  are  such 
as  are  vouchsafed  to  very  fewcommunities  indeed. 
But  the  clouds  of  finance  are  menacing  to  destroy 
us.  Debts,  loans,  and  pecuniary  burdens  are  to 
grind  us  to  the  earth.     We  are  forewarned  by 
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iorable  gentlemeo  that  these  impositions  are 
j-e  than  t;4n  be  borne;  that  they  must  inevi- 
(y  break  our  backs.  Why  reallj,  Mr.  Chair- 
^ij,  there  is  something  very  extraordinary  to 
mind  1:0  these  financial  horrors.  As  was 
iiivered  njost  conclusively,  as  I  think,  by  a  gen- 
4ian  froi|i  Tennessee.  (Mr.  Rhea.)  can  these 
a[J5*ehensiciins  be  reconciled  with  those  immense 
at»*aniages.  which  the  same  gentlemen  who  en- 
&*'^in  them  ascribe  to  our  foreign  commerce? 
hTl4  pos--ible  that  we  have  had  the  second  foreign 
tr^e  of  tliia  world,  pouring  in  all  its  affluence 
\i%0  the  Uiiited  Stales  for  twenty  years  together, 
jkit^  that  It!  has  not  made  a  sufficient  stuck  of 
Jtal  out;()f  wnich  to  afford  the  means  for  a 
ft  war  \fi  its  defence  ?  With  the  predilections 
yssess  for  foreign  commerce,  impressed  as  I 
t-with  ils  great  influence  on  the  prosperity  of  a 
[♦on,  I  cannot  suppose  that  such  is  the  fact. 
^  capital  of  this  country  is  much  greater  than 
T^i  ;l)ably  most  of  its  citizens  are  aware  of.  I 
]\ii  i^  understood,  from  a  gentleman  of  intelligence 
ai  !i  observation,  that  the  war  has  not  qccasioned 
th  {failure  (if  any  one  merchant  or  mercantile 
fir  I  of  respt'ctable  standing  upon  the  whole  con- 
t»:  i-,7il  of  America.  Not  a  single  insurance  com- 
ps  -V,  1  beliitve,  has  found  itself  compelled  to  stop 
pi^inent.  Pjor  a  single  bank,  I  will  answer  for  it, 
•^S.Sse  failuje  can  be  imputed  to  the  war.  It  was 
slfii^d  by  ih'  gentleman  trora  Virginia  (Mr.  Shep- 
^A;)  that  like  Manhattan  Bank  of  New  York  had 
Ijtjfp  obligeil  to  suspend  its  payments,  and  that 
tj  jL  embarrnssment  was  an  evidence  of  the  grow- 
if,j;<carcity  of  resources.  But  I  am  told  that  in 
t!i^ [first  plafe  the  fact  is  not  so;  that  the  Man- 
biijian  Bank,  not  having  the  specie  in  its  own 
vA^ts  (havjng  removed  it  .''rom  New  York  to  a 
pli.',e  of  grefeter  safety)  had  merely  required  time 
t»,Airocure  t.ie  specie  from  where  it  had  been  de- 
listed ;  and  I  am  sure,  in  the  next  place,  that  if 
X\\y;  bank  really  has  failed,  its  stoppage  cannot 
q^lraced  to  its  advances  to  Government.  On 
trS/Contrary.  I  suspect  that  if  it  has  experienced 
dti^ijcuUies,  n  will  find  the  credit  it  enjoys  upon 
tjiLSslrength  of  thos.e  advances,  its  best  reliance 
it^  aid  and  recovery.  I  am  yet  to  learn  that 
ba.>kjis  consijiute  th(>  wealth  of  a  nation,  however 
'Venient  *they  may  be  to  its  financial  opera- 
We  have  just  been  saved,  in  Pennsylva- 
[jfrom  tb,'  incorporation  of  a  swarm  of  banks-. 
:3  any  rr<an  suppose  that  we  are  the  poorer 
their  having  been  negatived,  or  thai  there 
||ld  have  been  more  real  resource  in  that  State 
i(«h  their  siuccess?  Surely  not.  The  resources 
^ffgld  abidl?  in  the  country  even  though  all  the 
KiYas  shoujd  be  swamped.  How  is  it.  sir,  in 
F^^land,  tliii  great  mother  country  of  finance  ? 
Jilf  ^ilt  stopped  the  specie  payments  of  the  Bank 
oi  i!$iigland  in  1797.  unless  i  am  mistaken  ;  and 
lSi.ff.s  I  am  equally  mistaken,  that  bank  has  never 
sit^  been  ofpen  for  the  purposes  of  metallic  pay- 
wAjis.  Yei  that  the  affairs  of  England  have  not 
Wfii  raaterinlly  affected,  I  presume  will  hardly  be 
dielfed. 

le  truth  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  finance  is 
political  secret.    It  is  the  modern  Eleusi- ' 


nian  mystery  of  politics.  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  become  at  least  a  theorist  in  the  science; 
but,  after  consulting  most  of  the  treatises  to  be 
met  with  on  this  subject,  1  have  not  been  able 
to  arrive  at  any  more  satisfactory  conclusion  than 
that  the  whole  matter  remains  yet  to  be  devel- 
oped in  its  genuine  effects.  When  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  introduced  the  funding  system  in  Eng- 
land, he  always  admitted  there  was  a  certain 
ultimatum  beyond  which  the  national  debt  could 
not  travel  without  national  ruin.  But  now  that 
ultimatum  is  quadrupled,  aye,  quintupled,  and 
ruin  still  holds  off.  Mr.  Pitt,  unquestionably, 
like  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent financiers  that  ever  presided  over  the  Gov- 
ernment of  England,  also  subscribed  to  the  idea 
of  a  certain  ultimatum  of  debt,  which  could  not 
be  exceeded.  His  Ministry  was  almost  avowed 
to  be  a  system  of  expedients.  Yet  the  debt  has 
now  left  far  behind  this  imaginary  ultimatum, 
and  this  system  of  expedients  has  been  crowned 
with  success.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  used  to  say. 
when  threatened  with  national  bankruptcy  and 
convulsion,  that  it  had  never  been  ascertained 
how  much  ruin  there  was  in  a  nation,  but  that 
there  certainly  was  a  great  deal. 

With  the  specie  issues  of  the  Bank  of  England 
so  long  at  a  stand,  with  the  enormous  increase  of 
their  debt,  with  the  depreciation  of  their  paper 
currency,  what  at  last  has  conquered  the  gigantic 
power  of  France,  dissolved  the  Confederation  of 
the  Rhine,  rescued  Russia  from  the  Continental 
system  and  conflagalion,  restored  Austria  to  the 
German  Empire,  broken  the  yoke  of  Holland, 
and  recreated  Prussia  a  Kingdom  ?  The  subsi- 
dies of  England  :  that  paper  money  which  the 
French  Emperor  deprecates  as  the  greatest  ene- 
my to  social  order— as  to  his  social  order,  it  cer- 
tainly is.  These  subsidies  have  not  been  paid  in 
hard  money.  No— but  a  very  small  part  of^thera  ; 
and  the  rest  in  English  endorsements  and  dis- 
counts. With  the  feeblest  Ministry  that  ever 
governed  Great  Britain  since  the  Administration 
of  Lord  North,  and  engagements  this  year  to  the 
amount  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions of  pounds  sterling,  has  that  country  been 
able  at  last  to  achieve  what  it  so  long  has  been 
striving  for  in  vain.  Neither  the  frosts  of  Rus- 
sia, nor  the  discipline  and  enthusiasm  of  all  Eu- 
rope combined  in  arms,  could  have  triumphed 
against  the  power  of  France,  without  the  rein- 
forcement of  English  paper.  It  was  the  sword 
of  finance  with  which  Napoleon's  truncheon  has 
been  beaten  down.  It  was  with  paper  his  confed- 
erates were  seduced,  and  with  paper  arms  his 
enemies  have  driven  him  behind  tne  Rhine. 

What.  then,  have  we  to  fear?  Are  our  re- 
sources good?  Undoubtedly.  We  have  as  much 
metallic  fund,  probably,  as  England  herself.  Our 
credit  is  perfect— our  country  is  confident— our 
means  are  all  within  ourselves.  To  draw  them 
turth  may  cost  more  or  less,  according  to  circum- 
stances. But  while  we  have  them,  most  assur- 
edly we  can  use  them. 

The  allusion  I  have  just  made  to  the  altered 
state  of  Europe  within  the  last  few  mouths,  will 
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justify  me,  I  hope,  in  asking  the  Committee's  at- 
tention for  a  very  few  minutes  to  that  subject. 
It  abounds  with  interest,  with  instruction,  with 
advantage  to  us.  Russia,  the  Power  with  whom 
we  have  never  had  a  difference,  whose  mari- 
time views  and  interests  are  precisely  our  own,  j 
has  finally  proved  victorious  over  France.  Swe- 
den, another  Northern  Power,  another  advocate 
for  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  whose  Crown  Prince, 
like  his  great  competitor  on  the  French  throne, 
is  legitimated  by  talents  beyond  the  divinest  right 
of  kings,  Sweden  partakes  with  Russia  of  all  her 
victories.  Austria  is  to  become  a  navigating 
nation  by  means  of  the  ports  she  is  to  acquire  on 
the  Adriatic.  Spain  revives  to  greatness,  with- 
out her  colonies,  or  Inquisition  ;  and  in  estimat- 
ing the  benefits  of  these  emancipations,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  say  which  is  the  most  to  be  desired,  that 
from  her  colonies  or  that  from  her  Inquisition. 
Italy  is  to  be  restored,  probably  without  a  Pope, 
in  whose  destitution  she  will  be  liberated  from 
an  odious  combination  of  Christianity  with  tem- 
poral intrigue.  Holland  resumes  the  trade  and 
naval  prowess  which  so  long  contested  the  bal- 
ance with  England;  that  trade  which  was  freight- 
ed from  every  latitude ;  that  navy  which  was  the 
last  to  oppose  itself  successfully  against  the  fleets 
of  England  :  I  refer  to  the  battle  of  the  Dogger 
Bank  in  1787.  when  the  Dutch  Admiral  Kings- 
bcrry  defeated  Admiral  Parker.  France,  within 
the  limits  of  the  Rhine,  the  Pyrenees,  and  the 
Alps,  remains  great,  without  continuing  to  be  too 
much  so.  In  all  these  amazing  restorations, 
there  is,  however,  one  country  on  the  Continent 
whose  omission  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  advertint^ 
to,  to  deplore  it.  I  mean  Poland — a  country 
which  afforded  us  many  gallant  auxiliaries  in  the 
war  of  our  Revolution  ;  a  country  which,  though 
its  modern  history  is  not  much  known  in  America, 
is  more  fertile  of  noble  examples  of  the  most  he- 
roic patriotism,  and  more  instructive  in  great 
lessons  of  Republican  integrity,  than  any  other 
that  exists.  Within  the  last  sixty  years  Poland, 
the  only  surviving  Republic  of  the  world  except 
our  own,  has  evinced,  in  innumerable  illustrious 
instances,  more  of  that  immortal  spirit  which 
mankind  admire  in  Greece  and  Rome,  than  the 
iransactionsof  any  other  modern  nation  can  afford. 
Barbarously  subdued  and  mutilated  as  this  rem- 
nant of  the  stock  of  European  Republicanism 
has  been  by  the  despots  surrounding  them,  I  must 
confess,  that  there  was  something  grateful  even 
in  the  promise  held  out  to  them  by  the  French 
Emperor,  that  their  independence  should  be  one 
of  the  fruits  of  his  success.  In  the  tempest  of 
this  man's  career,  such  corruscations  shed  a  splen- 
dor on  the  general  gloom.  In  the  abject  state  of 
Poland,  even  the  promise  of  freedom  is  a  beam 
of  hope.  I  do  not  say  that  this  promise  would 
ever  have  been  redeemed.  But  I  know  of  no 
spectacle  in  our  age  more  august,  more  imposing 
than  the  Polish  Diet  which  sat  on  the  Ist  July, 
1812,  under  the  old  Count  Cztartozinski,  as  the 
French  were  advancing  into  Russia,  when  the 
prospect  of  liberty  was  once  more  lighted  up  be- 
fore the  Poles.     If  Spain  and  Holland  have  our 


commiseration,  so  should  Poland.  If  Spam  and 
Holland  are  restored  to  themselves,  so  should 
Poland  be  restored.  I  know  of  no  sympathy  for 
the  one,  to  which  the  other  is  not  at  least  equally 
entitled. 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  may  a  balance  of  power 
be  really  established  in  Europe.    The  iron  crown 
of  Lombardv  has  been  melted   in  the  flames  of 
Moscow.     The   most   terrific  ornaments    in   the 
French  imperial  diadem  have  been  plucked  away 
and  scattered  aside  at  the  battles  of  Borodino  and 
of  Leipsic.     Mankind  find  their  security  at  last 
in  the  infatuation  of  those  who  rule  them.     The 
restlessness  of  ambition  betrays  and  overturns  it. 
But  shall  we  not  flatter  ourselves  that  the  limits 
of  naval  usurpation  are  soon  to  be  marked,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  subjugation  of  the  land?     May 
we   not  bail  the  fall  of  universal  France  as  the 
precursor  to  the  fall  of  universal  England  ?    The 
moment  is  auspicious  to  such  a  consummation. 
The  indications  are  abundant  of  its  approach. 
Proximus  Ucalegon:  Great  Britain   goes  next. 
In  vain  will  the  French  be  confined  within  their 
natural  bounds,  the  Rhine,  the  Pyrenees,  and  the 
Alps,  unless  the  English  are  limited  to  some  re- 
trenchment of  iheir  formidable  maritime  domi- 
nion. There  can  be  no  true  balance  of  power  when 
England  wields  the  undisputed,  the  only  sceptre 
of  the  seas.     Europe  feels   this  conviction,  sir, 
and  no  doubt  the  same  ardent  and  concerted  re- 
sistance which  has  triumphed  over  despotism  on 
the  Continent  will  turn  its  efforts  next   against 
despotism  on  the  ocean.     The  floating  pediment 
of  England's  naval  footstool  is  already  troubled 
under  her.     Like   France   she  is   hastening  her 
fate   by   her  own  encroachments.     Like  France 
she  will  find  it  on  the  soil  of  Spain.     It  is  impos- 
sible that  England  can  maintain  at  one  and  the 
same  time  the  first  navies  and  first  armies  in  the 
world.     Lord  Wellington's  splendid  career  is  ra- 
pidly  undermining   the   best  springs   of  British 
naval    enterprise.     The  army  of  England    will 
prove  itself  the  conqueror  of  the  navy.     The  in- 
vasion of  Spain   checked   the  career  of  French 
conquests.     The  battles  of  her  own  cause  which 
England  has  fought  in  Spain,  against  the  invasion 
of  France,  have  sapp»ed,  I  trust,  the  foundation  of 
her  naval  ascendency.     Let  us  hope  the  trophies 
of  Napoleon  and  Nelson  may  be  interred  together 
in  the  Spanish  soil.    What  the  Army  of  England 
has  begun,  the  Navy  of  America  shall  complete. 
The  little  streams  that  have  issued  from  the  rock 
of  American  maritime  spirit,  shall  swell  till  they 
turn   the  sanguinary  and  sordid  tides  of  Britisb 
naval  glory.     The  world  has  witnessed  the  meet- 
ing of  these  waters  ;  one  a  flood  of  avarice,  piracy, 
and  blood  ;  the  other  a  current  of  enterprise,  m- 
tegriiy  and  fortune:  the   world  has  seen   them 
naeet,  und  has  pronounced  upon  the  consequences. 
Let  us  hope,  sir,  that  from  all  the  astonishing  visi- 
tations of  the  two  last  years  a  general  and  perma- 
nent peace  will  result.     I  am  not  of  those  Amer- 
ican politicians  who  pray  for  war  in  Europe  as 
the  field  of  commerce  for  America.     I  am  satis- 
fied, on  the  contrary,  that  a  general  European 
peace  will  be  mfiniiely  beneficial  to  American 


[if 


m 


I 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1432 


The  Loan  BiU. 


Fbbboaht,  1814. 


<ji 


t^lgn  trade.  The  carrying  States,  those  who 
h»j(e  ships  'f'lthout  cargoes,  limberheads  without 
^f''hts.  may  perhaps  suffer ;  though  I  doubt  even 
^tx4r  saffering.  But  the  exporting,  the  agricul- 
imjl  States,  those  who  can  afford  superfluities  of 
fc^ldstuffs.  of  rice,  of  cotton,  of  wool,  of  hemp,  of 
aft^he  indefinite  products  of  their  rarious  terri- 
^i|?s.  will  be  large  gainers  by  perpetual  peace. 
(*^'e  is  tht»  element  of  their  prosperity,  war  of 
Q^y^r  decline. 

.'  '"'.'o  conclude — the  hostilities  in  which  we  are 

ged  have  been  tempered  by  unexpected  alle- 

'ionsof  aijundance  and  health.     Manufactures 

ve  made  »;  progress  even  more  considerable.  I 
Sine,  thu^  is  generally  supposed.  They  have 
plied,  far  beyond  our  calculations,  the  deficien- 
H  and  privations  caused  by  the  absence  of  for- 
eijio  trade.  Taxation, of  which  such  apprehensions 
vi^i^  indulg^id,  seems  to  be  submitted  to  without 
a  £jurmur,  wJlhout  a  sensation.  The  Union,  which 
it  {,4as  feareii  would  be  shaken  to  atoms  by  the 
an  blast  ol  war,  stands  firm  and  better  fortified 
io^lie  public  opinion  than  ever.  I  have  been  told 
b^va  very  intelligent  native  of  Europe,  who  was 
lat'ly  abroai^,  with  the  best  opportunities  of  the 
bs't  information,  that  the  impression  there,  before 
thjiwar.  was  very  general,  that  the  American  Con- 
federation wns  an  Utopian  experiment,  calculated 
foi  (>eace.  inadequate  to  war ;  and  that  no  doubt 
ll*BdmiraiU)Qand  confidence  will  be  proportioned 
tc]^t)e  disappointment  of  these  ideas.  The  Amer- 
ic^q  naiion;^!  character  has  acquired  in  Europe 
intjiluable  consistency  and  elevation  by  the  events 
of|ilii8  war.  The  inhabitants  of  Europe  will  re- 
gai|(l  us  thro?igh  our  naval  performances ;  through 
thit  medium  which  is  most  near  and  most  natural 
lojiheir  per«pectiTe,  and  which  is  most  remark- 
al^^  becausir  of  our  triumphs  over  a  maritime 
Pjwer  which  had  humbled  and  almost  annihila- 
te^ "'-he  marines  of  Europe. 

|j  jpon  the  land,  in  the  Canadas,  we  have  indeed 
b^^i  disgraced.  But  it  is  not  there  that  Europe 
will  inquiretor  our  reputation ;  and,  if  she  should, 
th*t^  are  noj people  so  well  qualified  by  their  own 
b*!t?r  experience  to  make  allowances  for  our  ig- 
nritnce  in  the  art  of  war.  They  have  felt  it  too 
m^^'h  ihemiielves,  all  of  them,  without  exception, 
intheir  lurrjs.  not  to  be  very  reasonable  on  our 
in|<»pacity.  There  is  in  fact  a  most  consolatory 
assurance  tc^  be  gathered  from  our  very  failures: 
Thiy  have  |aught  us  that  the  American  Repub- 
lifJiK  capablf  of  sustaining  the  greatest  of  national 
triiis.  an  ui>successful  war.  The  fortitude  and 
arllsr  of  the  ipeople  have  never  been  shaken.  The 
reVurces  of' the  country  have  never  failed. 

(ivlr.  Chairman,  there  has  been  connected  with 
this  discussron,  by  several  gentlemen,  some  views 
ot'ihe  questions  of  expatriation,  naturalization, 
atki  retaliation.     They  are  all  important;  but  I 

ili  not  troiible  the  Committee  concerning  them  ; 

hn  sensible  of  the  large  drafts  I  have  already 

Ide  on  yaxir  forbearance:  and  these  questions. 

jreover.  cannot  have  justice  done  to  them  by 
btj|tijg  mixecl  up  with  any  others.  They  deserve 
aliistinct  ej^posiiioo.  More  than  one  gentleman 
bf-fug  pledgfd  to  call  them  up  in  the  course  of  the 


session,  I  shall  have  the  liberty  probably  of  debat- 
ing them  by  themselves  whenever  it  is  the  imme- 
diate subject  before  us.  The  various  topics  which 
are  naturally  inserted  into  a  general  debate  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  are  at  any  rate  numerous  and 
momentous  enough  ;  and  while  I  fear  I  have  ex- 
hausted the  patience  of  the  Committee,  I  am  sure 
that  the  very  cursory  examination  I  have  allowed 
myself  of  the  several  particulars  i  have  treated  is 
not  calculated  to  show  any  one  of  them,  much 
less  the  whole,  in  the  best  light. 

.Mr.  Chairman.  I  return  my  sincere  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  Committee  for  the  attention  with 
which  they  have  been  pleased  to  accompany  me. 
I  flatter  myself  with  the  humble  merit  of  having 
discussed  with  candor  and  calmness  the  interest- 
ing points  under  consideration. 


Tuesday,  February  15. 

Mr,  Ingersoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Virginia  district;  which  was  read  twice. and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  a  re- 
vision of  the  militia  system,  reported  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act,  entitled  "'An  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
vasions, and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
was  instructed  to  inquire  what  provisions  ought 
to  be  tnade  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  called 
out  under  the  authority  ()f  any  of  the  State  or 
Territorial  Governments,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

That  no  legialative  provision  is  theugbt  neceMary 
for  paying  militia  detachments  called  out  under  the 
authority  of  State  or  Territorial  Governments,  provided 
it  is  tanctioned  by  the  President  of  the  United  State*. 
The  committee  arc  not  advised  of  the  existence  of  anj 
case  in  which  such  sanction  has  been  refused;  if  there 
be  any,  it  is  believed  that  the  public  interest  will  be 
better  promoted  by  requiring  special  application  in  each 
case  to  be  made  to  Congress,  than  by  vesting  in  the 
Statcfl  and  Territories  an  uncontrolled  power  of  charg- 
ing the  United  States  with  the  expenses  of  militia  de- 
tachments, ordered  into  service,  perhaps,  without  ne- 
cessity, and  possibly  for  objects  incon.<iistent  with  the 
public  welfare. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
was  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of 
non-commissioned  ofiicers  and  privates,  in  the 
militia  and  volunteer  corps,  who  have  been  slain 
by  the  enemy,  or  have  died  in  service,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House  as 
follows : 

Unsolved,  That  the  committee  for  revising  the 
militia  system  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  said  resolution. 
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An  engrossed  bill  to  establish  the  mode  of  lay- 
ing off  the  Territory  of  Indiana  into  districts,  for 
the  election  of  its  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Craw- 
ford was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orm3BY,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provision,  by  law, 
ought  to  be  made  for  quieting  and  adjusting  the 
titles  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more 
floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  the  waters 
of  the  United  Slates ;"  also,  a  resolution  •'  author- 
izing the  transmission  of  a  copy  of  the  public 
journals  and  documents  printed  by  order  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  each  of 
the  Judces  of  the  Supreme  and  District  Courts 
of  the  United  States  ;"  and  also  a  bill  "  to  incor- 
porate a  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;"  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherwood,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Fanning  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and.  after  being  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PENNSYLVANIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  transmitting,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  of  that  body  : 

••  Considering  that  some  of  the  gallant  defenders  of 
our  country,  who  have  been  captured  in  honorable 
combat  with  the  enemy,  have  been  seized  as  traitors 
and  thrown  into  prison,  perhaps  to  languish  out  a  pain- 
ful existence  of  privation  and  disease,  or  to  receive 
judgment  and  sentence  from  a  tribunal,  where  power 
shall  lake  the  place  of  justice,  and  vengeance  usurp 
the  seat  of  reason  ;  we,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
do  adopt  the  following  resolutions  : 

"  Retolved,  That  we  view  with  high  approbation  the 
decisive  spirit  and  firmness  which  the  National  Au- 
thorities have  manifested  in  securing  hoBlages  for  the 
salety  of  those  defenders  of  the  Republic  who  are 
threatened  with  the  penalties  of  treason  against  Great 
Britain,  ami  while  we  arc  deeply  anxious  that  a  san- 
guinary result  may  be  averted,  and  that  the  calamities  of 
the  war  may  be  unembittered  by  unnecessary  bloodshed 
or  cruelty,  we  are  nevertheless  prepared  under  all  cir- 
cuhisUnces  to  support  our  Government  in  every  mea- 
sure of  just  retaliation  to  which  it  may  be  driven  by  the 
violence  of  the  enemy. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  com- 
municate a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  resolution  to  the  Pre- 
sident, with  a  request  that  he  lay  it  before  Congrcas." 

The  Message  and  enclosure  were  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

INTERNAL  RESOURCES. 

Mr.  McKiM.  of  Maryland,  rose  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion, the  object  of  which  was  to  ascertain  the  ac- 


tual re.sources  of  the  nation.  He  said  he  had  long 
regretted  the  want  of  it,  because  he  conceived  it  a 
species  of  information  very  essential  to  those  who 
conduct  the  concerns  of  the  nation.  Any  one 
who  had  attended  to  the  course  of  the  recent  de- 
bate on  the  loan  bill,  would  perceive  the  difficulty 
which  had  arisen  from  want  of  it.  Assumed 
ground  had  been  resorted  to  as  to  the  basis  of  ar- 
guments, for  the  want  of  facts.  It  is  impossible 
for  an  individual  to  manage  well  his  private  con- 
cerns, when  he  has  not  a  correct  knowledge  of 
their  situation  ;  and  it  would  be  equally  impossi* 
ble  for  Congress  duly  to  manage  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  nation,  without  an  adequate  knowl- 
edge of  its  resources.  Under  a  conviction  of  the 
correctness  of  this  view,  he  submitted  the  follow- 


ing resolution  : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  some  practicjible 
mode  of  procuring,  at  stated  periods,  an  account  of  the 
internal  resources  of  the  country,  in  natural  products, 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  together  with  such  means 
of  improving  these  resources,  and  promoting  trade  and 
intercourse  between  the  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, as  in  their  opinion  the  pubhc  good  may  require ; 
and  that  ihey  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othewise  : 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  loan  bill. 

Mr.  I.NGER80LL,  of  Pennsylvania,  resumed  the 
speech  he  iiad  barely  commenced  yesterday,  and 
occupied  the  floor,  in  an  animated  vindication  o[ 
the  justice  of  the  grounds  of  ihe  present  war.  for 
nearly  three  hours.  His  speech  is  given  entire  in 
preceding  pages. 

He  was  (followed  in  debateby  Mr. Montgomery, 
of  Kentucky,  who  had  not  spoken  long,  before  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


W^ednesday.  February  16. 

Mr.  Desha  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  that  Con- 
gress will  establish  ihe  mode  of  proceeding  in 
controversies  between  different  Slates,  in  order 
that  measures  may  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  bound- 
ary line  between  that  State  and  the  State  of 
Tennes.see. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  James  Williams  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ingha.m  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  William  Dent  Beall ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday 

next. 

Mr,  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Doyle  ; 
which  was  read.  W^hen  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built, 
equipped,  and  employed,  one  or   more   floating 
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b^ieries  foi[  the  deff  nee  of  the  waters  of  the  Uni- 
tt^ij  Stales. 'I  was  r«*ad  twice,  and  conamitted  to 
^Comnrii''tee  on  iVaval  Affairs. 
The  resojution  from  the  Senate,  •' authorizing 
l'traDsmi?«;ion  of  a  copy  of  the  public  journals 
I  documents,  prrnled  by  order  of  the  Senate 
i  Houseiof  Representatives,  to  each  of  the 
sr»es  uf  tht  Supreme  and  District  Courts  of  the 
{ted  Stales,"  whs  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
fCommiftee  on  ih-  Judiciary, 
fhe  bill  »>om  the  Senate,  '"to  incorporate  a 
f  Insurauce  Company  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
|,  in  the  pistrict  oi  Columbia."  was  read  twice. 
^  rt'ferrec}  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
,L)mbia.   ( 

'jn  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fan- 
|j  was  reiid  the  thirti  time,  and  passed. 
m\  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
fo&tiing  thej  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed 
th  fcill  •' to  kuthorize  the  President  of  the  United 
S  i|es  to  rftain  in  service  certain  volunteer 
cc  ||s,"  withi  amendments,  in  which  they  desire 
th   ♦:oncurrtjnce  of  ;his  House. 

j         KENTUCKY  RESOLUTIONS. 

,|r.McKE|:.  of  Keotucky,  presented  to  the  House 
tfc  ■fo\\ow\np  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
C   ijimonwepih  of  Kentucky: 

'|rhe  Legislature  af  Kentucky,  considering  the  pre- 
8<;,  uaa  an  interesting  iind  important  crisis,  in  the  ardu- 
ov;  looniest  u«  which  we  have  embarked,  for  the  pres- 
—  <tion  of  th^  important  and  essential  righu  of  national 
eigiity  a<id  iiidej>cndence,  against  the  injustice, 
]«patioii«,  ;-rid  long»conlinued  aggressions  of  an  ira- 
^us  and  i,iveterat«r  enemy  of  that  sovereignty  and 
)cnJencei  which  every  citizen  of  our  free  and  happy 
rnment  vhould  at  all  times  be  prepared  to  lay 
)i  his  life,:if  necessary,  to  maintain — feel  strongly 
iess'.'d  wilji  the  propriety,  on  this  occasion,  of  rep- 
biting  (as  .they  firmly  believe  they  do)  the  almost 
jjimous  sciiiiinenta  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  which 
represent,  which  are  embodied  and  expressed  in 
jllowing  jresoluticns  : 

:.  Resolvifci,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
Bt^tivei  of  \he   Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  'I'hat 
||rmly  adWere  to  the  (Jcneral  (fovernment,  and  re- 
^jour  attachment  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  which 
us  togeiJjer,  and  with  the  fate  of  which  we  com- 
[Ihat  of  oiir  own  rxistcnce. 
i  '^.  Resolved,  Thai;  we   possess  an  unabated  con- 
li|ce  in  the  present  administration  of  our  National 
r^rnmeut,  p.ow  vented  in  the  hands  of  an  Eiecu- 
competeni  to  steer  the  vessel  of  Stale  between  the 
Jf  X  of  doaiestic  faction  and  the  menacing  rocka  of 
fofjjjn  war.    \ 

Ji».  Resclcfd,  Thai  the  overtures  of  peace  made  to 
th^pritish  Government  by  ours,  since  the  declaration 
ofi-»ir,  and  tljp  speedy  acceptance  of  the  proffered  me- 
dii*pn  of  Rj^isia,  arc  irrefragable  evidences  (if  any 
wiflj  wanting^  of  a  sincere  desire  for  a  restoration  of 
th^tlessings  ijf  peace  on  the  part  of  our  own,  and  of  a 
peg^venng  diiermination  on  the  part  of  the  British 
G-lj-rnment,  (o  continue  what  their  injustice  and  usur- 
paijn  first  bepin.  and  fumiah  to  our  own  Government 
lb(2(»iost  irrcfUgable  arguments  for  a  vigorous,  ener- 
ge24,  and  zealous  prosecution  of  the  war. 

^i.  Hesolvfid,  That  the  restriction  on  our  commerce, 
Imv/^  enforce^  by  an  embargo,  is  wue,  expedient,  and 

Ji  J 


politic,  and  repays  privation  and  self-denial,  by  pre- 
venting the  supplies  of  the  enemy  from  our  resources. 
We  cordially  approve  the  adoption,  and  doubt  the 
patriotism  that  hesitates  to  submit  to  the  national 
sacrifice. 

"  5.  Resolved,  That,  when  a  member  of  Congreaa 

shall  not  possess  the  virtue  to  resist  party  influence • 

when  he  shall  not  have  the  independence  to  vote  the 
dictates  of  conscious  rectitude,  and  the  will  of  his  con- 
stituents, so  far  as  he  has  evidence  of  such  wdl he 

becomes  unworthy  of  the  dignified  station  of  the  rep- 
resentative of  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  and  is 
qualified  only  to  represent  a  corrupt  Government,  where 
office  is  the  price  of  dishonor— where  the  smile  of  the 
arrogant  lordling  compensates  for  deserting  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people. 

*'  6.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  thia  State  be 
and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  each  of  our  Senators  and  RepresenUtivea 
in  Congress. 

Mr.  McKee  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  laid 
OQ  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland  moved,  in  addition 
that  they  be  printed.  ' 

Mr.  Grundt,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  a  divis- 
ion of  the  question,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion for  printing  the  resolutions.  He  was  in  favor 
of  an  uniform  practice  in  such  cases;  and,  although 
the  resolutions  were  approbatory  of  the  measures 
of  the  majority,  he  cuuld  make  no 
their  favor. 


exception  m 


Mr.  Wright  withdrew  his  motion  to  print  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Ghosvenor,  ot  New  York,  inquired  whe- 
ther a  motion  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  resolutions  would  be  in  order. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  such  a  motion  would 
not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  McKee  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Grosvenor  ;  when  the 
question  on  laying  the  resolutions  upon  the  table 
was  taken,  and  carried  without  opposition. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  year 
1814. 

Mr.  M0NTG0.MERY.  of  Kentucky,  resumed  the 
floor,  and  concluded,  in  about  half  an  hour,  the 
remarks  he  yesterday  commenced  in  support  of 
the  bill.  His  remarks  are  given  entire,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  risen  to  take  some  part 
in  the  di.scussion  of  the  present  question,  not  be- 
cause I  am  certain  I  will  say  anything  new^r 
interesting;  I  feel,  in  common  with  others,  some 
anxiety  to  express  those  sentiments  which,  I  trust, 
will  justify  me  in  the  vote  I  intend  to  give  on  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  and  in  the  course 
which  I  have,  and  expect  to  pursue  in  my  official 
character,  scarcely  hoping  to  make  any  change 
in  this  Committee  or  the  House  in  the  slate  of 
the  votes. 

The  bill  under  consideration  proposes  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
in  the  present  year;  it  is  as  yet  blank  ;  but  from 
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the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
it  appears  that  the  sum  of  twenty-five  millions 
will  be  necessary  to  be  raised  in  this  way;  and 
the  blank  is  proposed  to  be  tilled  wiih  that  sum. 
The  question  which  naturally  presents  itself,  is. 
whether  it  is  expedient  thus  to  fill  the  blank  and 
report  the  bill  ?  This  question  would,  at  the  first 
view.  5-eem  to  limit  the  discu>sion  to  a  narrow 
compass;  but  it  has  been  decided,  and  seems  to 
be  understood,  that  it  is  in  order  on  this  bill,  to 
take  a  full  view  of  our  political  transactions  and 
condition  in  all  their  various  relations. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  so  wide  a  range 
of  discussion  as  some  others  who  have  preceded 
me;  but  1  have  thought  it  might  not  be  amiss  to 
indulge  in  some  remarks  on  the  question  whether 
we  had  just  cause  of  war  against  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  nation  has  just 
cause  of  war,  upon  two  grounds:  1st.  For  repa- 
ration for  her  captures  and  condemnations  under 
her  Orders  in  Council.  2dly.  For  the  impress- 
ment of  seamen  on  board  our  merchant  vessels. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say,  two 
distinct  causes  of  war. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  I  will  say  but  little. 
it  does  seem  to  me  quite  clear,  that  if  her  Orders 
in  Council  were  not  authorized  by  those  princi- 
ples of  reason  and  justice  which  civilized  nations 
profess  to  be  governed  by,  under  the  name  of  na- 
tional law,  that  she  is  bound  to  compensate  our 
citizens  for  all  losses  sustained  under  the  opera- 
tion of  those  orders.  1  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  sir, 
that  ihose  orders  cannot  be  justified  by  any  prin- 
ciple of  national  law;  and  her  rescindingof  them 
amounts  to  something  like  an  acknowledgment 
to  that  effect.     I  will  not  now  dwell  on  this  point. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  question  of 
the  right  of  the  British  to  impress  her  seamen  on 
board  our  merchantmen,  with  a  view  to  show 
that  she  possesses  no  such  right,  and  that  the 
practice  affords  to  this  nation  just  cause  of  war. 

The  fact  of  impressment  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  ;  and.  indeed,  it  is  admitted  that  many,  very 
many,  of  our  own  native  born  and  naturalized 
sailopR,  have  been  impressed  under  color  of  inj- 
pressing  British  sailors;  the  injury  to  our  mer- 
chants is  evident,  and  in  many  instances,  great. 
The  fact  and  the  injury  being  clear,  it  seems  un- 
questionably to  devolve  upon  those  who  justify 
Great  Britain,  to  show  upon  what  principle  of 
national  law  she  is  justified.  Those  who  oppose 
her  pretensions,  might  well  rest  upon  the  fact  and 
the  injury.  But  I  will  not  stop  here;  I  will  en- 
deavor to  show  that  the  practice  is  wholly  ille- 
gal, as  well  in  relation  to  the  law  of  England  as 
the  law  of  nations. 

By  the  great  charter  of  English  liberty,  it  is 
provided,  that  no  freeman  shall  be  imprisoned, 
but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of 
the  land.  This  may  be  considered  as  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  the  Government,  and  not  to 
be  altered  but  by  the  Parliament.  A  plain  legal 
deduction  from  this  principle  is,  that  so  long  as 
it  remains  in  force,  every  impressment,  by  mere 
Executive  authority,  is  a  trespass  and  false  im- 
prisonment.    I  would  not  be  understood  to  con- 


tend, that  it  is  the  duty  or  right  of  this  nation  to 
intermeddle  with  the  municipal  laws  of  England, 
so  long  as  they  are  confined  in  their  operation  to' 
English  soil  or  English  ships;  let  them  impress 
within    their  own  soil,  and  on    board    their  own 
vessels,  to  any  extent  which    the   King  and  the 
naval  oflJcers  may  deem  proper  ;  it  is  an  affair  be- 
tween the  King  and  those  impressed,  with  which 
we  have   no  concern  ;  but  when   they  choose  to 
make  our  merchant  vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  the 
theatres  of  Executive  trespasses  and  violence,  the 
case  is  changed  ;  when  the  contracts  which  their 
sailors  have   made  with  our  mercliants  are,  by 
force,  violated,   and  our  vessels  deprived  of  the 
competent  number  of  hands,  and   left  to  drift  to 
and  Iro  on  the  wide  ocean,  it  becomes  us  to  in- 
quire by  what  authority  this  is  done.     But.  per- 
haps it  may  be  thought  our  merchants  err  in  em- 
ploying British  sailors.     To  this   I  answer,  that 
British  laws  permit  her  sailors  to  go  abroad;  they 
can  enter  into  contracts  with  their  merchants  for 
a  term  of  service,  which  may  expire  in  a  foreign 
country;  our  traders  and   navigators  may  inno- 
cently hire  them,  and  when  they  have  thus  hired 
them  and    ma<le   the  success  of  a   voyage,  ship, 
cargo,  and  profit,  dependent  upon  their  services, 
it  does  appear  tome  to  be  most  flagrantly  oppres- 
sive and  unjust,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Exec- 
utive,   to  interpose  and   forcibly  wrest,   from  on 
board  our  vessels  thus  circumstanced,  even  Brit- 
ish sailors.     I  know  it  may  be  said,  that  the  prac- 
ticeof  impressment  IS  part  of  the  law  of  England, 
and    long   usage   on   the   part   of  the   Executive 
branch  of  the  Government,  and   some  adjud^^ed 
cases  may  be  adduced,  to  give  some  countenance 
to  the  doctrine  ;  but  I  rest  upon  the  great  charter, 
and  I  apprehend  no  Englishman  would  feel  will- 
ing to  admit  that  its  provisions  could  be  changed 
by  the  King  or  the  courts  of  justice.     The  pr'ac- 
tice  of  impressment,  then,  I  conclude  is  not  war- 
ranted   by  the  law  of  England;  it  is  a  trespass 
and  false  impressment  in  relation  to  the  English 
sailor,  and  when  committed  on  board  an  Ameri- 
can ship,  a  most  wanton  outrage,  involving  con- 
sequences which  it  behooves   this  nation  to  guard 
against. 

Permit  me.  sir,  to  test  this  practice  by  national 
law.  Let  us  see  whether  any  authority  can  be 
found  for  it,  in  any  of  those  treatises  which  are 
generally  among  the  civilized  nations  of  Europe 
referred  to  as  containing  the  recognised  princi- 
ples of  international  law.  If  Great  Britain  pos- 
sesses this  right  of  impressing  her  sailors,  it  would 
seem  to  me  that  it  must  be  in  virtue  of  some  in- 
herent principle  of  right,  applicable  to  all  times 
and  underall  circumstances,  and  which  must  have 
developed  Itself  long  before  this. and  have  received 
the  approbation  of  the'  most  polished  nations., 
What  is  the  law  of  nations  in  peace  ?  I  state- 
sir,  that  It  is,  that  all  nations  havea  right  to  nav- 
igate and  fish  on  the  high  seas  without  molesta- 
tion. This  is  an  everlasting  principle  of  Nature's 
law  ;  it  rests  upon  a  basis  that  cannot  be  shaken. 
The  stores  of  the  high  seas  are  not  to  be  exhaust- 
ed ;  no  nation  can  ap[tropriate  it,  or  any  part  of 
It.  permanently  ;  it  may  be  useful  to  all.  therefore 
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i«,i,  free  to  Jill  in  time  of  peace,  without  any  kind  '  tional  foundation  for  the  obligation  of  allegiance ; 
ofinolestation  whi.iever ;  any  forcible   inierrup-    as  well  might  I  tell  you^  sir,  that  you  were  under 


or  delay  is  a  violation  of  the  right.  The 
T^ciice  of  jmpressment  would  be  a  most  palpa- 
{¥{  wrong;  and  indeed  the  bare  slopping  a  vessel 
if  Vorce  wuuld  be  a  violation  of  this  grreat  prin- 
c 


a  per|>e(ual  obligation  of  gratitude  to  me,  because, 
having  the  power  of  assassinating  you,  I  had  failed 
to  do  It. 

It  does  not  appear   to  me.  that  the  obligation 


.Slje  of  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  I  refer  to  Vat-  rests  upon  a  different  basis  ;  it  seems  to  me  that 
1,1  pages  1^7  and  ISS,  in  support  of  this  doctrine,  ,  protection  on  the  part  of  the  Government  must 
a^l  I  belie v';.' every  other  author  is  in  accordance,  be  the  foundation  of  the  obligation  of  allegiance 
T^'fj^e  whicfh  I  have  read  are.  on  the  part  of  the    individual.    It  appears  to  me 

i^  ihe  practice  of  impressing,  a  belligerent  right,  j  that  it  must  be  a  matter  of  contract,  either  ex- 
uij|n  the  principles  of  international  law  ?  I  an-  press  or  implied  ;  express,  where  the  oath  of  al- 
%<X^T  that  It-is  not.  According  to  Vattel,  the  right  legiance  is  actually  taken  ;  implied,  where  no  oath 
pjgLeizing  fjjr  carrying  guods  contraband  of  war  ;  or  positive  stipulation  is  entered  into.  The  purport 
iM*.  right  ofseizing  for  being  about  tn  enter  a  port  of  this  contract  is,  that  the  individual  binds  him- 
al^jally  blqckaded  by  a  competent  force  ;  and  the  ,  self  to  the  society  or  Government,  that  he  will, 
rjbt  of  searching  tor  and  seizing  enemies' goods,  '  in  return  for  protection,  be  obedient  to  the  laws  ; 
c'i^stitute  ijie  sum  total  of  belligerent  rights,  in  j  they  are  reciprocal  and  dependent  on  each  other ; 
olji'Osition  TO  the  freedom  of  the  high  seas  to  '  when  the  one  ceases  the  other  ceases.  An  indi- 
P|'Jtrals.  These  are  so  many  exceptions  to  the  vidual  just  arrived  at  the  period  of  discretion  is 
CMit  princiide  of  the  freedom  of  navigating  the  presumed  to  enter  into  this  contract  with  the  so- 
p^  seas.  a»id  all  that  have  been  acknowledged  '  cieiy  and  Government  where  he  was  born. 
bF^he  natuins  of  Europe.  |       It  has  been  said,  sir,  that  this  doctrine  of  per- 

elut,  sir,  i^  is  not  only  contended   here  that  the     petual  allegiance  is  necessary  to  preserve  national 
■    ~  existence;  that  it  is   the  great  principle  of  self- 

preservation.  This  I  deny  ;  but  I  will  not  deny^ 
but  that  every  society  or  Government  ought  to 
i(Ji^press  tjiose  who  have  been  naturalized  ac-  possess  the  power  of  prohibiting  its  citizens  from 
f  jkntiing  to  (^ur  Constitution  and  laws  upon  the'  removing;  and  I  will  admit  that  there  may  be 
i.c[jfct  of  naturalization.  This  position  is  found-  \  occasions  when  such  power  would  be  rightly  ex- 
ef  ^ipon  th(^  British  common  law  doctrine  of  per-  |  ecuted  ;  the  contrary  of  this  would  be  to  suppose, 
|-)*cijal  allegtiance.  and  the  vague  plea  of  its  being  |  that  tlie  citizens  to  any  extent  of  numbers,  might 
u^L^'essary  oh  the  part  of  Britain  to  preserve  her  j  remove  to  avoid  the  perils  and  burdens  of  war, 
onal  existence.  I  will  here  take  the  liberty  I  and  thereby  endanger  the  existence  of  the  na- 
nswerithi  those  arguments.  In  the  first  place.  ;  tional  Government.  This  power  I  take  to  be  the 
||IWdocirin»«'of  perpetual  allegiance  IS  a  mere  mu- i  true  principle  of  preserving  national  existence. 
jMlpal  law;  not  binding  on  the  Government  of  i  But,  sir,  this  prohibition  may  be  omitted,  and  in- 
afl  other  country  ;  and  1  believe  I  cannot  be  cor-  |  deed  ought  not  to  be  exercised  but  upon  urgent 
lied,  whe^i  I  say  it  is  not  the  law  of  any  nation  ,  occasions  ;  and  where   there   is  no  legal  prohibi 


E&4i*>h  Goyiernment  have  a  right  to  impress  sail- 
pb-  who  ha^e  made  temporary  engagements  with 
t>i^  merchaiits ;  but  that  they  have  even  a  right 


^^ept  Greiit  Britain  and  France  ;  and  still  less 
rC  I  in  feaf  of  being  corrected,  when  I  say  it  is 
nil  a  prinfiiple  of  national  law.  The  contrary 
ifl'aid  dowt)  in  Vactel,  in  Puffendorf.  and  in  Bur- 


tion  there  is  permission.  When  the  laws  of  the 
country  where  a  man  is  born,  permit  him  to  go 
abroad  to  make  a  permanent  residence  ;  or,  which 
is  the  same  thing,  when  they  do  not  prohibit  ; 
if^iaqui.  at>d  varioMs  other  writers  on  the  subject  ;  there  is  a  tacit  or  implied  contract  for  dissolving 
c*;internat)onal  law.  the  contract  of  protection  and  allegiance  ;  it  must 

^This  docrine  of  perpetual  allegiance  is  more-  :  be  presumed  to  be  known  to  the  Government,  that 
dt^r  not  warranted  by  reason  or  propriety.  It  is  |  the  man  upon  settling  permanently  under  another 
S»^  to  attach  at  the  time  of  birth,  and  to  depend  \  Government,  must  lay  himself  under  obligations 
.!irj>n  It.  What  IS  there  in  #16  birth  of  man  which  I  entirely  incompatible  with  his  first  allegiance; 
jcT**  bind  h(in  by  the  tie  of  perpetual  allegiance  |  he  loses  the  protection  of  his  first  Government; 
(tat  th^  Government  of  the  place  where  he  is  j  he  becomes  bound  in  allegiance  to  his  adopted 
nVm  ?  To  (ny  mind,  it  appears  to  be  a  mere  acci-  I  Government ;  and  in  return  is  entitled  to  protec- 
k^ital  circiimstance,  in  which  the  will  of  the  in-  {  tion.  It  will  not  put  the  imagination  on  the  rack, 
~'(j^i  idual  is'not  concerned,  and  which  of  itself  can  i  to  suppose  a  case  where  the  population  of  a  coun- 
t-lhe  basiV  of  no  obligation.  Feeding,  clothing,  j  try  would  press  hard  on  the  means  of  subsistence. 
[*..  certainly  forms  a  strong  basis  for  parental  i  lo  such  a  case,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  its  Gov- 
iiiiitude.  and  layr,  the  child  under  obligation  to  |  ernment  to  permit  a  portion  of  its  inhabitants'  to 
fake  a  suitable  rtiturn  to  the  parent  in  the  same  \  remove,  in  order  to  preserve  their  lives,  the  lives 
fc.y,  if  necessary  ;  but  this  seems  to  nxi  to  bean  I  of  others,  and  render  the  condition  of  the  balance 
ilair  betw>£en  ihv  parent  and  child.  What  is  more  comfortable  ;  they  are  thrown  off  upon  the 
le  by  th^  Government  for  the  individual  in  his  I  principle  of  self-preservation  ;  they  address  them- 


|.ldhood.*to  lay  iiim  under  such  a  perpetual  ob- 
lation 7   -I  can^conceive  of  no  act.     It  is  true, 
&,«  Govermment  abstains  from   taking  his  life 
^iien  the  physical   power  of  so  doing  was  in  it; 
•ut  I  cannot  conceive  that  this  can   be  any  ra- 


'i 


selves  to  the  humanity  of  some  neighboring  coun- 
try ;  they  are  permitted  to  become  citizens  upon 
the  condition  of  placing  themselves  under  the 
bond  of  allegiance  to  their  newly  adopted  coun- 
try; in  the  course  of  a  few  revolving  years,  the 
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SENATE.  —  FIRST    SESSION. 


A. 

Adams,  John  Q.,  the  nomination  of,  a^  one  of 
the  Envoys  Extraordinary,  Ac,  to  treat 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  «kc.,  con- 
firmed --.-... 
Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  to  raise  an,  read,  &c.         ... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in     - 

a   bill    supplementary    to    the    above,    read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Administration    of  Justice,  on   motion    of  Mr. 
Dana,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  necessity  of  legislative  pro- 
▼  isitAfor  the 

a  bill  from  said  committee,  read,  &c. 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  readinf^  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -  -         .         .         . 

concurred  in       -  -         -         .         .         . 

Anderson,  .Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  memagc  was  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  informing 
them  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  as- 
sembled --.... 
Appointment  of  certain  officers  by  the  President, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  the.  durmg  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  read  thrice,  and  passed 
.Arkansas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives giving  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  lands  in  the  late  district  of,  &c., 
read       ....... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   • 
Army  Officers  under  General  Harrison,  a  memo- 
rial of  the,  complaining  that  injustice  has 
been   done  them  in   recent  appointments 
and  promotions,  read       .... 
Army   of   the    United   States,    the   Secretary    of 
War  reported  a  code  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  act  of  Congress 
Assessors,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, tor  appointment  and  compensation  of 

read  twice,  and  referred      .... 

reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended  .... 
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Bank  of  Wawhington,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 
petition  of  the,  praying  permission  to  iu. 
crease  their  capital,  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ------       3J 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read,  &lc.      •         .         -       31 
read  a  second  time     -         -         •         -         .       32 
postponed  to  December  next       -         -         -       43 
Barges,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
I  nited  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  for  the 
defence   of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  read,  &c.  -         -         -       36 

read  a  second  time,  and  amended        -         .        38 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         .       38 
Barney,  Joshua,  and  others,  owners  of  private 
armed  vessels,  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  to  n  select  committee  -         -       23 

report  of  said  committee,  read     -         -         -       32 
committed  to  a  jielect  committee  -         -       36 

a  bill  reported  for  their  relief       -         -         -       36 
(See  (ioods,  «Vc.,  captured.) 
Barrett,  Theodore,  and  Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Mr. 
Daggett    presented  the  petition  of,  pray- 
ing release  from  penalties,  <&.c.,  read        -       46 
Bayard.  James  .A.,  the  nomination  of,  as  one  of 
the   Envoys  Extraordinary,  &c.,  to  treat 
of  peace,  <Scc.,  confirmed  ...       90 

.Mountjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lcib,  was  autlior- 
ized  to  employ  an  assistant,  &c.      -         -       13 
Berlin    and    Milan    Decrees,   Mr.    Goldsborough 

submitted  a  resolution,  on  the  subject  of       91 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  King,  the  resolution  was 
amended,  and  agreed  to  -         -         -       92 

Bibb,  George  M.,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -----       35 

Bledsoe,  Jesse,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  for  six  years  from  the 
fourth   of  March  last,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  &c.     -         -         •         9 
Bounty,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
allowing  a,  to  owners,  officers,  and  crews, 
of  private  armed  vessels,  read  -         -       74 

read  a  second  time     -----       80 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -       82 
Bowen,   Benjamin    B.,  extra  compensation  al- 
lowed to         ------       79 

Brcckenridgc,  Reverend  John,  appointment  of, 

as  Chaplain    -         -         -         -         -         -        18 

Breot,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  -         -         -         -         -         -        1 9 

British  Licensem,  a   bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of, 

read       -------38 
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/itiih  LiceSsea — continued. 

read  a  srcond  time     -         -         -         •         - 

i  '   recomtiiirted       ....-- 

1,  reporte(^  wih  amendments  .         -         - 

%'  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

^  .   read  a  tjurd  time,  and  pawed      .         .         - 

iZyce,  Henrv,  Mr.  fJaillard  presented  the  peti- 

;^  tion  of,  read  ..... 

IfciUock,  Will.  13.,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Ex- 

!   j         ecutitf  of  Gv'orgia,  in  place  of  William 

- '',  H.  Cj-awford^  resigned,  was  qualified.  &c. 

1  SUainess,  01"   motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee 

was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  42d  rule 

for  conducting        .         .         .         .         - 

;    on  motun  of  Mr.  Howell,  a  similar  commit- 

i        tee  was  appointed  agreeable  to  the  22d 

I        rule,  Ac.        - 

^        I      c. 

<  'ampbell.  Mr.,  two  resolution*  referring  certain 
parts  of  the  Message  were  submitted  by  - 

*  .apitol,  on  niotion  hy  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  was 
f  '  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
^}  of  milking  an  appropriation  for  repairing 
ij:  the  north  wing  of  the,  and  finishing  the 
$  Senate  Chamber  -  .  .  .  - 
^      a  bill  to  that  effect  read,  Ac.       ... 

read  a  »econd  time     -         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
arriagcs  Ux  conveyance  of  persons,  a  bill  from 
I  the  H  ouse  of  Representatives  laying  duties 

I  on,  »ead  twice  and  referred     ... 

reporU'J  without  amendment      ... 

•  orderej  to  a  third  reading  ... 
;  read  n  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
baplains.  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  resolution 

for   (he    appointment  of  two,  of  different 

denominations 

agreed:  to 

concurVed  in  by  House  of  Representatives  - 

ace,  Dutjley,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Legis- 

latuff  of  Vermont,  for  six  years  from  4th 

Manh  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was 

f  '  qualified,  Ac 

jC^esapeake   and  Delaware  Canal,   Mr.  Horaej, 
%\         fronj   the  committee  to  whom   were   re- 
lerrriij  certain    acts  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
j  sylvijiinia  respecting  the,  reported    •- 

i      report  jiostponed  to  next  session  of  Congress 
Say,  Heni^j,  a  me$.«<age  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resciUatives  Informed  the  Senate  that  they 

il  had  -edected.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 

reseujatives    ..--.- 
Collectors  /<  Customs,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  Statt',  giving  information  of  those 
who  have  r*ot  made   regular  returns  of 
j  regi''cred  seijmcn   -  -  -  .  - 

_  iommissioners  of  the  Revenue,   a  bill  from   the 
jj,  Hoijse  of  Representatives  to  establish  the 

*  j  officje  of,  rejkd  twice,  and  recommitted 

*  reportfd  with  amendment  .         .         - 
i      ordereii  to  a  tliird  rcadins;  .         .  - 
■      read  a;'third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
♦ondict,  J  An,  of  New  Jersey,  appointed,  and  took 
(           his  Kfat           ...... 

longress,  V  rest)lution  from   the  Hou.se  of  Rep- 

re8f$itati\es,  appointing   a  committee  to 

consider  and  report  when  an  adjournment 

J  of,  i»iay  take  place,  read  ... 
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Congress — continued.  Page, 

read  twice,  concurred  in,  and   a  committee 

appointed 43 

report  of  said  committee  in  part,  read  -       46 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives fixing  the  time  for  adjournment  of, 
read  twice      ......       70 

amended  by  strj^ng  out  29lh  July,  and  in- 
serting 2d  .\^^st.  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......       72 

read  a  third    time,  and   passed  as  amended       74 
a  bill  from  the   House  of    Representative* 

fixing  the  time  for  next  meeting  of,   read       61 
read  a  second  time    .....       62 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -       66 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -       66 
Connecticut,  a  letter  from   the  Governor  of,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature thereof,  that  they  do  not  ratify 
the    amendment  of  the    Constitution   in 
relation  to  titles  of  noliility     -         -         -       24 
Crane,  Captain  Ichabod  B.,  and  Captain  Roger 
Jones,  the  memorial  of,  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ......       67 

report  of  said  committee     ....       80 

(See  Hotter.) 
Cummins,  Ebenezer  H.,  a  letter  from,  asking 
permission  to  have  a  seat  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  -  -  -  87 
Cuttfi,  Charles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Sew  Hampshire,  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy, produced  his  credentials,  was  qual- 
ified, Ac. 9 
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42 


Daggett,  David,  appointed  a  Senator  by  me  Le- 
gislature of  Connecticut,  in  place  of 
Chauncey  Goodrich,  resigned,  produced 
his  credentials,  &.c.         ....  9 

Dana,  Mr.,   notice  of  a    bill  concerning  certain 

fisheries,  given  by            -          -          -          -        22 
(See  Fisheries.) 
Denny,  Thomas,  Mr.  V'arnum  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 34 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        ....       36 

read  a  second  time     -----       38 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         •       39 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  -  -        41 

Direct  Tax,  a  bill  from  the  llouse  of  Represent- 
atives to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ......       46 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         -       60 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  -       62 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  65 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 

and  disagree  toother  amendments  -         -       70 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference       -       72 
modifications  reported,  and  adopted    -         -       79 
Direct  Taxes  and  Internal  Duties,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of,  read,  «&c.    -         -       42 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -       43 
reported  with  amendments  -  -         -       44 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •       47 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  47 

returned  with  an   amendment,  which   was 
not  concurred  in    -         -         -         -         -       54 

Distillers  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to,  read         ...         -       42 
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read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -       44 

reported  with  amendments         ...       43 
further  amended,  and  again  referred  -       53 

the  committee  discharged   from   its  further 

consideration  -         -  ...       54 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended        -       56 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  58 

Documents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
^  atives  to  authorize   the  transportation  of 

certain,  free  of  postage,  read,  Ac.    -         -       57 

read  a  second  time 60 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -       67 
Dorsey,  Joshua,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     -         -         -       82 
Dufour,  James*  and    his  associates,  a  bill   from 

the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of       65 
read  a  first  time  .         -         .         .         -       66 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -       71 

reported  without  amendment      -  -         -       73  | 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -81 
E. 
Embargo,  a  confidential  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  a  bill  laying  an, 
on  ill  ships  and  vessels,  Ac,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  under  an  in- 
junction of  secrecy  ;  referred  -         -         -       99 
reported  with  amendments,  and  postponed  -        99 
the  third  reading  of  the  same  negatived       -     100 
injunction  of  secrecy  removed     ...     102 
Entrance  of  Foreign  Vessels,  Ac.  Mr.  Dana  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  respecting  the,  into  our 
waters   .-..-.-       59 
read,  and  postponed  to  next  session    •         -       73 
Envoys  Extraordinary,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Leil),  ordered  that  the  Executive  record 
relating  to  the  nominations  of  Albert  Gal- 
latin, John  Quincy  .Adams,  and  James  A. 
Bayard,  as.  to  negotiate  a  Treaty  of  Peace, 
Ac,  be  furnished  to  any  member  apply- 
ing for  the  same     .....       83 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Dana,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  ordered  to  cause  the  said  por- 
tion of  the  record  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  members    .         -         .        -        •        -       83 
Everingham.  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Gaillard  pre- 
sented the  petition  of      -         -         -         -       59 
Executive  proceedings      .....       83 
Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  peti- 
tion authorizing,  to  certain  officers  of  the 
Senate ;  read  -         -         -         -         -       69 

read  a  second  time  -  -  -  *•  -  72 
amended,  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed       -       79 

F. 

Farmers'    Bank   of  Alexandria,    Mr.  Campbell 
presented  the  petition  of  the,  praying  an 
extension  of  their  charter        -         -         -       20 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         -       23 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported  and  read  -         -       26 
postponed  indefinitely  -         -         -         -       29 

Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 
Brent  presented  a  petition  of  the,  praying 
an    act  of  incorporation  ;    referred   to   a 

select  committee 24 

a  bdl  to  incorporate  the,  reported  and  read  -  26 
read  a  second  time,  and  recommitted  •  •  26 
reported  with  amendments  -         -  -       33 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  38 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -       39 


Page. 

Fisheries,  Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  of  a  bill  con- 
cerning certain       -----       82 

bill  read,  Ac 23 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -       24 

reported   without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -----       25 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -       25 
allowance  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the. 
(See  Salt,  imported.) 
Forage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  regulate  the  allowance  of,  to  officers, 
Ac. ;  read        *  -  -  -  -         •       54 

read  a  second  time     -••••.       56 

referred  to  a  committee      -         -         -         -       67 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -       59 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -       61 
Foreign  Licenses,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of, 

read        ------.38 

read  a  second  time     -----       39 

recommitted       ----..       45 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         -47 

(See  British  Licenset.) 
Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  res- 
olution, that  so  much  of  the   Message  as 
relates  to  our,  and  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, be  referred  to  a  select  committee    -        18 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         •        19 
Fromentin,  Elijius,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Lousiana  for  six  years,  from 
the  4th  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified.  A-c.  -         -         -         -       24 

Furniture  of  the  ISenate  Chamber,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  ordered  that  the  Sergeant-at- 
•Arms  be  directed  to  sell  the  old        -         -       82 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quahfied, 

and  took  his  seat 10 

Gallatin,  Albert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  (in 
Executive  session,)  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  whether,  commissioned  as  one  of 
the  Envoys  to  treat  of  peace,  retains  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Ac.  -  84 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 

in  reply 85 

the  nomination  of,  as  Envoy,  Ac,  referred 

to  a  bclect  committee  ....  85 
said  committee  reported  two  resolutions — 
1.  That  the  offices  of  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  Envoy  Extraordinary  are  incom- 
patible, and  ought  not  to  be  united  in  the 
same  person ;  2.  That  the  committee  be 
instructed  to  communicate  the  foregoing 
resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  United 

Sutes 88 

the  first  resolution  agreed  to       -         -         -       86 
second  report  of  said  committee  -         -         -       88 
the  Senate  resolved  that  they  do  not  advise 
and  consent  to  the  nomination  of,  as  En- 
voy Extraordinary,  Ac.  -         -         -         -       90 
Gamble,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson, 
had  leave  to  withdraw  hi':  petition,  pre- 
sented at  last  session       -         -         -         -       29 
General  Land  Office,  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the,  concerninjr  a  revision  of  land 
claims  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  -         -       10 
another  from  the  same,  in  relation  to  claims 
to  land  in  the  said  district       -         -        -       80 
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Lloyd,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials 
credenttuJa  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed 
overnment  a  bill   from  the   House   of  Repre- 
1  senta.ives  making  appropriations  for  sap- 

%;        port  of,  read  twice         -         .         -         - 
/.    read  a  »l>ird  time,  and  passed      -         .         . 
tjvemmem  j'Oan,  Mr.  Bibb  communicated  a  let- 
ter fr^p  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 


Atnley,  DaT^,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rcpre- 


UTj  CiUticerniug 


H. 


sentaijves,  for  relief  of,  read    - 

i'  read  a  fccond  time  ----- 
]  read  a  tt,ird  time,  and  passed  .  -  - 
iarnet,  a  bii!  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, io  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of 
I  the  sMop  of  war,  read  .... 
^■*  read  a  i(ficorid  time,  and  referred 
\  reporteti  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
i  a  thii'i  reading  .  -  .  -  - 
*    read  a  0iird  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

«  t 

t  ; 


32 

22 
23 
24 

18 


10 


leral  I-aril  Office — continued.  Page 

another;  in  reiaiion  to  claims  to  land  in  the 
weste«r;  distrut  of  Orleans  Territory,  now 
State i^f  Louiwana  -         -  .         - 

jrgetown^District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  concern- 
ing curtain  street*  in,  read       ... 
re«d  a  s^-cond  tiine     .         -         -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         - 
:erman,  Olwidiah,  of  New  York,  appeare<l,  and 
took  ^is  seat  ..---- 
fVry,  Elbrii'ige,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
8ute,,  addrei-8  of,  to  the  Senate,  on  tak- 
ing the  Chair  .         .         -         .         - 
iea,  WiUiaio  B.,of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

hk  s«*it 

^rvd,  Step«ien,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  present- 
ed thf  memonal  of,  praying  the  liberation 
of  cerldin  vessels  seized  for  alleged  viola- 
tions -jf  non-importation  laws  ;  referred  to 
a  sele.:!  committee  .         -         -         - 

report  of  said  committee  read      -  -         - 

copy  of  said  report     .         -         -         -         - 

.>ldsborough,  Robert  H.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Lv'gislatureof  Maryland,  from  the  4th 
of  Miifch   last,    produced  his  credentials, 
was  (jualitied,  Ac.  -         -         -         -  - 

FrienJSs,    Amazon,    and    United    States, 
ships,  «  bill  for  relief  of  the  owners  of  the, 
read,  ^c.         ------ 

read  a  srrond  time     -         -         -         -         - 

amended;  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  thjrd  time,  and  passed       -  .  - 

returned  ;from  the  House  of  Representatives 

tu  I        with  8.>iendinent«  -         -         •         -         - 
T      amendnKnts  concurred  in  -         -         -         . 
Kjding,  Job^,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  presented 
;        the  me^morial  of,  referred         .         -         . 
I    report  rr^d 

adopted,  ^nd  leave  granted  to  withdraw  the 

petition 

Ac.,  captured  by  private  armed  vessels, a 

bill  tc^  lelinquish  the  claims  of  the  United 

Stateii  to,  read         .  .         -  -         . 

read  a  Ht.cond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -^- 
read  a  i+iird  tfme,  and  passed      -         -         - 
ore,  Christiipher,   appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Execilive   of  Mass.,  in   place  of  James 
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Horsey,  Mr.,  on    n>otion    of,    certain  Treasury 
statements  relating  to  interest,  revenue, 
Stc,  were  ordered  to  be  printed       -         -       29 
Howell,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed   under  the  2«d    rule  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate       •         -         •        13 
Humiliation,   Fasting  and  Prayer,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  communicated   the  resolu- 
tions of  the  General  .\8sembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  recommending  a  day  of       22 
Mr.  Anderson    submitted   a  resolution    re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  recommend  a  day  of  -  -  -  -       52 

resolution  read  ------       53 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -------56 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -       56 

I. 

Indian  Tribes,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  statements  of  all  the  treaties 
held  with  the,  Ac.  -         -         •         •       18 

Infirm,   Disabled,   and  Superannuated  Officers, 

&.C.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    -         -       32 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         •         -       35 
Internal  Duties,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, making   further  provision  for 
collection  of,  &c.    -  -    .     -         -         -       68 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -  -  -        71 

reported    with   amendments,    read    n    third 

time,  and  passed  amended  •  •  -  78 
Internal  Revenue,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hor- 
sey, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  printed  certain  state- 
ments from  the  Treasury  reports,  in  rela- 
tion to 29 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  -         -         -         -       65 
read  a  firbt  time  -         -         -         -         .       66 

read  a  second  time,  and   referred  •         -        68 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  73 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  78 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •       78 

J. 

Jay,  James,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  ------       20 

report  from  the  committee         -         -         -       43 

leave  to  bring  in  a  bill   for  relief  of,  asked 

and  refused    ------        44 

Jones,  William,  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, a  report  from 21 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  informing  the  Senate,  as  requested,  * 

that,  was  duly  apj>ointcd  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gallatin  -  85 
Jumel,  Stephen,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 
sented the  (>etition  of,  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War         -         -         -  -  -       65 

report  of  that  officer  on  the  petition  of         -       70 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of  the 
reports  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  revi- 
sion of  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  -  20 
also,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  General  Land  Office,  Ac.         -       20 
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on  motion  of  .Mr.  Morrow,  both  letters  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Sloo      -         -         -         .         -       21 

King,  Rufus,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  rs'ew  York  for  six  years,  from  the 
4th  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, Ac _         -       19 

King  and  Queen  of  France,  portraiu  of  the.  (Sec 
Peniuylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts.) 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  was  directed  to  remove  the  por- 
traits of  the,  from  the  Senate  Chamber, 
to  one  of  the  committee  rooms  -  -  82 
L. 

Lacock,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and 


took  his  seat  - 


10 


Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  they  have  appointed 
the.  Chaplain  *         -         -         -         -       18 

Lee,  Thomas  Sim,  and  others,  Mr.  Hunter  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -       30 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer  of,  read    -       22 
read  second  time,  ordered  to  third  reading       23 
read  a  (bird  time,  and  passed       -         -         -       24 
Leib,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed under  the  42d  rule  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate    -         -         -         -       13 
Library,  appointment  of  11  joint  committee  on  the       18 
Lloyd,  James,  a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in 

.     the  Senate 13 

Loan,   a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

to  authorize  a,  read  -         ...       59 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -       71 

reported    with    amendments,    read    a    third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  -        78 

Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  asking  in- 
formation as  to  the  terms  on  which  the 
former  loan  was  obtained         -         •         -       69 
resolution  agreed  Io    •         -         -         -         -       72 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  communicating  sundry  papers  from 
the  Treasury  Department  in  reply  to  the 
resolution        ------       75 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     -         -         -       70 

read  a  second  time 74 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         -       81 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed 82 

M. 
Macaulay,  Daniel,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  ------       25 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Relations  with 
Foreign  Powers      -----       31 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         -         -         -         -       37 

read  a  second  time     -         -  -         .         .       3g 

postponed  indefinitely         -         -         -         -       49 

Mason,  Jeremiah,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
New  Hampshire,  stating  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State  had  elected,  a  Senator 
for  six  years  from  4th  March  last,  read  -  26 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  scat  •  30 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  remon- 
strance of  the  Legislature  of,  against  the 

war 37 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  protest  of  the 
minority  of  the  same,  declaring  the  war 
to  be  just,  Ac.        -----       37 


Message,  the  President's  annual 

five  hundred  copies  of  the  same  ordered  to 

be  printed 

to  the  Senate,  containing  nominations  for 

advice  and  consent  -         -         .         . 

assigning   reasons   for   dechning    to  confer 

with  their  committee      -        -        -        . 

a  confidential 

Military  Establishment,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted 
a  resolution  that  so  much  of  the  .Message 
as  refers  to    foreign   Powers  and  the,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
MiliUry   Land   WarranU,  a  bill  to  extend  the 
time  for  issuing  and  locating,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referreil 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         -         - 

Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act   to  provide   for 

calling  forth  the,  to  execute  the  laws,  Ac, 

and  to  repeal  the  acts  now  in  force,  Ac, 

read,  and  referred  -         -         -         _ 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  amended  - 

recommitted       ------ 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

(See  VTidows  and  Orphans  of.) 
a   bill    from    the  House  of  Representatives 
supplementary   to  the  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the,  Ac,  and  to  increase  the 
pay  of  volunteers  and  militia  corps,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without    amendment,   and   indefi- 
nitely postponed     -         -         -         .         . 
Minifie,  Charles,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tion   of,  praying    allowance    of  interest, 
referred  to  a  select  committee 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        -         .         -         . 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         . 
the  third  reading  negatived         -         .         - 
Mississippi  Territory,   a  bill  to  establish  a  dis- 
trict court  in,  read  twice 
referred  to  a  select  committee      -         .         - 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed 
Mobile,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  establish  the  town  of,  a  port  of  entry, 
read       -         -         -         - 

read  a  second  time     ----- 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         - 
reported  with  amendments  -         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Morrow,  Jeremiah,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio  for  six  years  from  the 
4lh  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  Ac.  ... 

N. 

Naturalization,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an 
uniform  rule  of,  read  twice,  Ac. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         . 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .... 
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jaraliMtioif— <^ontinued. 
amendmonLs  refcfred  .         -         -         - 

concurrefice  reported  -         .  .         - 

recommi'ted       .---.. 
reported  '  with    aaiendment,  in    which    the 
Senate  roncur         .  .         .  -         - 

the  Hou#c  of  Representatives  disagree,  and 

ithe  Senate  recede  .... 

<a  bill  coftoernmg  evidence  in  cases  of,  read 
read  a  8e*"ond  time     -         -         .         -         - 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

lii^^l  Establi^nment,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a 
i*,  i     res>olut<on  that  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
}»|     related  to  the,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
1 1  '     mittee    ..----- 

')iagreed  to.  and  a  oommittee  appointed 
IJ[#^spaper8,   on    motion    of  Mr.   Campbell,  the 
I*  '     usual  wrder  was  passed  for  the  supply  of, 
I  ,  i     to  the  memberii       ..... 

Jj^ij  York,  Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of 
j»|     the  Co.tnmon  Council  of  the  City  of,  pray- 
'  J  »     ing  Corngress  to  adopt  measures  for  their 
til     greater  security,  &c.,  referred 

?.  reported,  and   reltvred  to  Secretary  of  War 
IlJ^olas,  J.  B-     (See  Fire  Insurance  Company 

of  Alfj-andria.) 
Njninations  to   the  Senate,  (in  Executive  ses- 
sion,) Mr.  King  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
'.     tions  rtquestinij  information  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  relating  to 
drst  and  second  disagreed  to,  and   the   third 
■      agreed  lo         -----  - 

J's,   bank,   and   other,   6cc.,   a   bill   from    the 

House  of  Representatives  laying  duties  on, 

read  a, first  and  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

■ordered  tl)  a  thira  reading  -         -         -         - 

'read  a  th)rd  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
the  Houfc  of  Representatives  agreed  to  one 
ameniunent,  afid  disagreed  to  the  others  - 
the  Sena,lc  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 
the  mancjers  report  modifications,  some   of 
which;ihc  Senate  agreed   to,  but  insisted 
^        on  on^  of  their  amendments    .         -         - 
Jsmuingham  A\'arp  Loom.    (See  Ward,  Richard.) 

f;  ?i  o. 

(lU,  Samufci,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  peti- 

^        tion  01 ! 

ance,  a  !)ill  from  the  House   of  Representa- 
tives lo'c  the  better  regulation  of  the,  read 
*  read  a  K<;cond  time     ..... 
J  reported  "[vith  amendments  ... 

'  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

•  P. 

}•,  insions  to  iJiirsons  on  board  private  armed  ves- 
-  :  sels,  a  I)ill  concerning,  read  ... 
t  read  a  s*coud  lime  ..... 
>     read  a  tij^rd  time,  and  passed      ... 

F4i|asylvanii>,  the  President  of  the  United  States 

*  comm'-knicated  copies  of  certain  acts  of  the 
Legislijture  of-         -         -         -         - 

referred  ta  a  select  committee     ... 
(See  Chciapeak^,  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
7--      pany.y 
Fbansyivania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  Mr.  Lacock 

*  presented  the  }>etilion  of,  praying  remi*- 
i       sion  at  dutiet,  Ac,  referred   to   a  select 


Page. 
62 


C*lna 


5 


committee 


65 
68 

70 

73 
59 
61 
79 


18 
19 


13 


27 
40 


84 


85 


60 
G'.i 
69 
71 

73 
74 


79 


30 

66 
70 
78 
81 


61 
65 

82 


23 
25 


41 


Pennsylvania  Academy — continued.  P»ge. 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  pr.iyer,  read         •  43 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         .  44 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         •         •         •  54 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed       •         -         -  56 
Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  a   resolution  author- 
izing the,  to  receive  the  portraits  of  the 

late  King  and  Quern  of  France       -         -  59 

referred  to  a  select  committee      -         -         -  61 

reported  without  amendment       -          -         -  70 

negatived  on  the  third  reading    -         -         -  8S 
Ph<rnix,  Alexander,  Mr.  German  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred           -         -         -         -  19 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read            -         -         -  20 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading           -...--  JO 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  22 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
amended,  and  concurred  in     -         -         -  29 
Pittsburg,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representa- 
tives authorizing  the   sale  of  sundry  lots, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
borough  of,  read               -         -         -         -  70 
read  a  second  time     -----  74 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         •          -  82 
Pontingon,  J.  A.  P.,  the  petition  of,  read   -         -  43 
Ports  and  Harbors  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  further  defence  of  the,  read  40 
read  a  second  time     -----  41 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  46 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  a  joint  committee 

appointed  to  inform  the,  of  a  <{uorum        -  13 
Mr.    Anderson,    from    said    committee,    re- 
ported   -.---.-14 

annual  Message  of  the         -       '-         -          -  14 
Mr.  Brent  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  provide  for 

the  accommodation  of  the  •  •  •  SO 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice,  read  •  -  22 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  23 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  24 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  •  -  26 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  •  26 
Prize  Goods,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives reducing  the  duties  on,  read  -  -  70 
read  a  second  time  -  -  ...  74 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  •  80 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  81 

<^- 
Quarenburg,   John    W.,  Mr.   Daggett   presented 

the  petition  of,  referred    -         -         .         .       66 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  subject 

ofa 13 

K. 

Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  continue  in  force  certain  acts  author- 
izing a  corps  of,  &c.,  read         ...        48 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -       51 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading        -----       59 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  61 
Registered  Seamen,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  giving  information  of  thos<  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  who  have  not  made 
regular  returns  of  -  -  -  -  •  19 
Retailers  of  Wines,  Sec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to,  read 67 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -       60 
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Retailers  of  Wines — continued.  Page, 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         -       63 

ordered  to  a  third  rending  as  amended  -  66 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  -  68 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some, 

and  disagree  to  other  amendments  -         -       70 
the  Senate  insist,  und  ask  a  conference         -       72 
the  managers  report  modifications,  to  which 
the  Senate  affrec     -         -         ...       74 
Rights  of  Citzenship,  Mr.  Lacock   presented  the 
memorial  of  sundry  natives  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  praying  to  be  admitted  to 
the,  referred    -  -  -  .         .         -19 

Robinson,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  Wm.  Gamble  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  presented 
at  the  last  session  ....       29 

Roster,  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Captains 
Crane  and  Jones,    reported   a    resolution 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  a,  &c.    ....       80 
resolution  agreed  to  -  -         -         -       82 

Rules  and  Regulations,  a  code  of,  for  the  goT- 
ernment  of  the  Army,  reported  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  -         -         -         -       23 

Rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lcib,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the       ....       62 
Russell,   Jonathan,  nomination   of,  as   Minister 

Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden      -         -         -       91 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         -       92 
on  motion   of  Mr.  Wells   a  committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  President  of 
the    United   States  on   the  subject  of  his 
nomination    •--...       96 
a  Measagc  from    the    Prisident  declining  to 

confer  with  the  committee       -         -         -        95 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  | 

with  the  President  -         -         -         -       96  1 


Sales  at  Auction,  &c..  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives   laying   duties   on,    read 

twice,  and  referred           -         -          -          -  46 

reported  with  amendments          -         -         -  48 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended       -  55 

recommitted      ......  57 

reported  with  further   amendments,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading           -         -         -  57 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  59 
Salt,  imported,  a  bill   from    the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives   laying    a  duty  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred             .....  60 

reported  with  amendments          -          -         -  63 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended        -  67 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  68 
bttterwhite,  Edwin  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read     -         -  48 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -          -  52 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -  57 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -  60 

Scott,  Alexander,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 32 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice       -         -         -  33 

ordered  to  a  third  reading            -          -         -  35 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •         -         -  36 
returned  from  the  House  of  Represontatives 

with  an  amendment         -         -         -         -  48 

concurred  in      ------  51 

Sea  Fencibles,  a  bill   to  authorize   the    raising  a 

corps  of,  read 33 
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Sea  Fencibles — continued.  Pag«. 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .... 

and  concurred  in        -         ...  . 

Senate,  members  present  at   the  meeting  of  the 

usual  resolutions  preparatory  to  adjournment 
of  the    

adjournment  of  the,  to  the  first  Monday  of 

December  next 

Shelly,  Thomas,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  State  Department 

Simpson,  Tobias,  extra  compensation  allowed  to 

Sixth  Circuit  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Tail  gave 

notice  of  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 

the  circuit  courts  in  the  ... 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice,  read 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         . 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         . 

reported  without   amendment,   and   indefi- 
nitely postponed     -         -         .         .         . 
SIoo,  Thomas,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     --.... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .... 

read  second   time,  ordered   to  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Smith,  Samuel,  of  .Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  --.... 

Society  of  Friends,  in   New  England,  Mr.  Gore 

presented  the  memorial  of  the,  read 
Stone,  David,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Morth  Carolina  for  six  years  from 
the    4th    March   last,    appeared    and   was 
qualified  ...... 

Storm,  Thomas  Hall,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
memorial  of.  referred  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment    ---.... 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  read 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

postponed  indefinitely        .... 
Sugar,  refined  within  the   United  States,  a   bill 
from  the   House  of  Representatives  lay- 
ing duties  on,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   ....... 

Superintendent  General  of  .Military  Supphes,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and  pack- 
ets to  and  from  the,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Sweden,  .Mr.   Anderson  submitted  a   resolution 

asking  for   the   correspondence  with   the 

King  of,  in  relation  to  an  interchange  of 

Ministers 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  message 
transmitting  the  papers  asked  fur 

.Mr.  Goldsborough  submitted  a  resolution 
that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  send 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  -         - 

on  motion  of  .Mr.  Wells  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  a 
Minister  to 96 
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k,t,  Charles,   appointed  a   Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Georgia  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March   last,   produced  his  creden- 
tials a^d  was  t^ualitied  .         .         . 
T   iham,  Wifliam,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  the  petition  of             ... 
report  ajid  petition  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mitter  ------- 

ijlor,  Mr.,   presented   the  petition   of  Daniel 

McCsulay 

lluis,  Charkg,  extra  compensation  granted  to    - 
'ade  or  tralBc,  a  bill  to  prohibit  all,  with  any 
i  ,       of  the  ilorainions  or  dependencies  of  Great 

I '       Britaoi,  read 

read  a  gi?cond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ..-.-. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .  .         - 

rijaaury,  a  report  from   the  acting  Secretiiry  of 
the,  iiit  obedience  to  law  .         .         . 

')*;^npike   R>3^d,  in   the   county  of  Alexandria, 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany t'pr  making  a,  read  ... 
read  a  ^«fCond  time,  and  referred 
reported, with  amendments          ... 
ordered  jo  a  third  reading 
read  a  titird  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
"]  «reedy,  Robert,  extra  compensation  allowed  to 

!         1        u. 

I  ^mer,  Georae,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  memorial 
' !        of,  relirred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

.  I        Affairs  '        : 

I  reported!  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
I       SUte  ;   - 

;  ij  .  ■  y. 

^  icancies,  ^Jr.  Go^e  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
Jf  I        lions  respecting  the  President's  power  to 
•  {        fill  certain,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate 
Imrnum,    M< 
\\        Demi' 


i 


presented  a  petition   of  Thomas 


\        —  —  J 
rmont,  nolice  of*  bill   to  alter  the  time   and 


f  •        place  i)f  hold;ng  the  United  States'  courts 

»;  I       in  -    • 

\  I    a   bill   i^irsuan'    to  notice,  read  a  first  and 

I  ;        B€con(5  time 

vite  President  of  tlie  United  Stales,  address  of 
\  I  the,  oA  taking  the  Chair  of  the  Senate  - 
Siken,  Brig,!a  bill  lor  relief  of  the  officers  and 
FT  crew  (if  the  United  States  ... 
I  (  read  an*.?  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
*  .    read  a  sOcond  time,  and  referred 

*    reported"  amended,  and   ordered  to  a  third 
-  •        reading  ..-.-. 

i    read  a  tliird  time  and  passed       ... 
!iunteer    aid    Militia  Corps,  a  bill   from   the 
■        HouK({  of  Representatives  supplementary 
J        to  thr.act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militi^,  and  to  increase  the  pay  of  the, 
read    \  • 
read  a  *iicond  time,  and  referred 
reported'  without   amendment,  and   indefi- 
nite! v  postponed     ....         - 

li  w. 

agons  anil'Teamth  a  bill  authoriiing  payment 
for,  lojit  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  De- 
troit, vead       ...... 
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Wagons  and  Teams — eo«tin«ed. 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment       -         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         . 
Ward,  Richard,  Mr.  German  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  ------ 

referred  to  a  select  committee     .         .         . 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read        -         .         - 

indefinitely  postponed         .         .         .         . 

Warne,  Willett,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 

sentatives  for  relief  of     .         .         .         . 

read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading   • 

read  a  second  time     .         .         -         .         - 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .         -         -         - 

taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
WelU,  William  H.,  the  credentials  of,  as  a  Sen- 
ator appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  Dela- 
ware in   place  of  James    \.   Bayard,  re- 
signed, were  communicated  and  read 

appeared  and  was  qualified  -  .  . 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Mihtia,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  provide  for 
the,  slain  or  disabled  in  service,  read 

read  a  second  time  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    • 

Winter,  Elisha  J.,   Mr.  German   presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  committee 

a  bill  for  relief,  read 

read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

returned  from  the  ^ouse  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .         .         .         . 

concurred  in      -----         - 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 

Y. 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  agreeing  to  the  report  on  the 
petition  of  Joshua  Barney  and  others 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  relinquish 
the  claims  of  the  United  States  to  goods, 
ice,  captured  by  private  armed  vessels    - 

on  postponing  the  same      .         -         -         . 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  ships  Good  Friends,  Ama- 
zon, Ac. 

on  recommitting  the  House  bill  for  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  direct  tax  itc. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  amending  the  bilj  concerning  British  licen- 
ses        ....... 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  distil- 
lers of  spirituous  liquor.x 

on  recommitting  the  bill  concerning  British 
licensed  ....... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  car- 
riages    .-.-... 

on  recommitting  the  same  .         .         . 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  distillers  &.c.      .         -         -         .         . 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sugars  refined    ..... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sales  at  auction  .         .         .         . 

on  amending  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
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Yea*  and  Nays — continued. 

on  recommitting  the  same  ... 

on  the  final  passape  of  the  same 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  retailers  Ac. 

on  amending  the  bill  taxing  notes  Ac.  67,  68 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  tax  retail- 
ers --..... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  tax  salt 
imported         ...... 

on  postponing  the  bill  taxing  notes,  Ac.       71, 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  amending  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
prixe  goods     ...... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  allowing  a 
bounty  to  owners,  Ac.  of  private  armed 
vessels  -  -      ■  - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  regulating 
pensions  to  persons  on  board  said  vessels 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  King's  resolution,  con- 
cerning certain  nominations    -  -         - 

on  referring  the  nomination  of  All)ert  Gal- 
latin to  a  select  committee      ... 

on  the  resolution  declaring  incompatible  the 
duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
of  Envoy  Extraordinary  ... 

on  the  motion  to  communicate  the  above  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates 

on  Mr.  Dana's  motion  to  furnish  members 
with  an  extract  from  the  Executive  record 
in  relation  to  the  nomination  of  Jonathan 
Russell  ...... 

on  Mr.  Goldsborough's  resolution  that  it  is 
inexpedient  at  this  tinle  to  send  a  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden 

on  amending  the  confidential   i-rabargo  bill 

from  the  House  of  Representatives  -        99,  100 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -         -      100 
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Accounts,  appointment  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee of    

Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill   from  the  Sen- 
ate to  amend  the  act  in   addition   to  the 
act  to  raise  an,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted          - 

discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
reported    amended,   and   ordered   to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

Adjournment,  the  usual  resolutions  preparatory 
to  the 

Aliens,  Mr.  Fisk  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations        -         -         -     ,  - 

Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 
mit stenographers 

remarks  of,  on   the    Massachusetts   remon- 
strance ------- 

Ameha  Island  vessels.  (See  Good  Friends, 
Amazon,  Ac.) 

Appointment  of  Officers,  a  bill  authorizing  the, 
during  the  recess,  read  three  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed 
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Arkansas,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lands  in 
the  district  of  ..... 

a  bill  allowing  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  land  in  the  late  district  of,  read 
twice     -         -         -         -         -         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned    from    the    Senate    with    amend- 
ments, and  concurred  in         -         -         - 
Arms,    Mr.    Stuart  submitted  a    resolution    to 
distribute,  to  every  able-bodied  man  in  the 
District  of  Columbia       .        .        .        . 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs        

report  of  the  same  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  ---... 
Army  of  the  United  State?,  the  Secretary  of 
War  reported  a  code  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  .Affairs 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kim,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  the  progress  made  in 
preparing  a  digest  of  the,  of  the  United 
States    --..-.. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the  same  officer 
was   directed    to  have   printed   a   certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  digest  authorized 
to  be  made    ------ 

Assessors,  a  bill  for  the  appointment  and  com- 
pensation of,  Ac,  read  twice  -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         .         . 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    - 
B. 
Bank  and  other  Notes,  Ac,  a  bill  laying  duties 
on,  read  twice         ..... 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table       - 

amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing          

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

agreed  to  in  part,  and  disagreed  to  in  part  - 

the  Senate  insisted,  and  asked  a  conference 

the  House  also  insist,  and  agree  to  the  con- 
ference -.----•- 
Bank  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  increase  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the,  read  twice,  Ac 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  tabic 

Barbarick,  Theophilus  Mr-  Miller  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 

the  committee  discharged  .         -         -         - 
Barges,  a  bill    from  the  Senate  to  authoriie  the 
building  of,  for  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors, read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  -  -  -  -  - 
Bassett,  Burwell,  Mr.  Eppes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  complaining  of  the  undue  election 
of  Thomas  M.  Bayly,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         .... 
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irwel',  Biir»«ett- 


rx)ntinued. 
report  ci;?'  said  romnuttee  read     .         .         - 
ki     the  rf[.i/rt  recoainiitted       .         .         .  . 

■  I     again  r«<porled.  postponed  to  next  sesbion 
%iiylies,  Mr.;  remarks  of,  on   the   MassacbuHctts 
fe  {         reraii!j8tranc<j  -         .         .         .         . 

ktiiyly,  Thor.-as  M.,  report  on  the  contested  elec- 
•  ■  tion  c;f- 

f  I         (See  ^BaisetC,  Burwell,  above.) 

r'all,  Kezinl  of  Ohio,  was  qualilied,  and  took  his 
I         seat        ---.... 
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' 


i'', 


;! 


348 

436 

152 
163 

302 

348 

420 

437 

184 
349 


396 
434  I 

i43y 


301 


Massachusetts 

fremoHstranc-j 
remarfcrf  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  hMreign  Helations      -         .         .         . 
bb,   Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   Mr.   Webster's  reso- 
lutiori     ---.... 
on  the  isesolution  to  dibtribute  arms,  6cc.,     - 
notice  irf,  that  he  should  call  up  the  revenue 
biJJ«  tp-morrow       -         -         .         .         . 
remarki;  of,  on   the  MassachuFetts  remon- 
stratice  ---.... 
on  the  resoluLon  concerning  the  Northern 

army 

on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations        ...... 

Vgelow,  Mi-.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a 

;         petition 

«    on  the  j^lassacbusetts  remonstrance    -      345, 
lydcnburg^,Benjamin  B.,  ,Mr.  Benson  present- 
j        ed  th(j  pctitipn  of,  contesting  the  election 
I        of  EUenezer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Com- 
j         mitt»»i*  on  Elections         .... 

•     po8tpt»[jv;d  to  the  next  session     ... 
4nd,  Shadrick,  delegate  from  Illinois,  was  qual- 
ified iaind  took  his  seat     .... 

>|unty  to  Pijvatcerji.  (See  Private  armed  vessels.) 
lowers,  Joh6  M.,  of  New   York,  was  qualified, 
and  tciok  his  seat     .         .         .         -         - 
on   mo',wn  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  Committee  of 
Elections  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther Isaac  Williams  was    entitled  to  the 
sea',  claimed  by       -         -         -         •         - 
report,  fcostporicd  to  next  ses^on 
^|)yd,  WillUm,  of  New  York,  appeared  and  took 
>;  I         his  sMiat  ...... 

I^adley,  Mj-.,  speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution 
I         to  in<juire  into  the  cause  of  the  failures  of 
j         our  (Northern  armies      -         .         .      413,  420 
jrigham,  .\lr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts 
remi^ristrance  ..... 

I     speechi  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
:         re^tHax         ;  - 

ritish  Barharities,  .Mr.  Macon,  made  a  report  on 
the  Subject  of  ..... 

■     on    mtttion   of   Mr.   Grundy,  five  thousand 
J  I         copies  of  said  report   were  ordered  to  be 

A I         printe<l 

ftljritish  Licenses,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro. 
1  ,  hibiL  the  usf  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
I .      reported,  and   committed  to   the  Committee 

»!         of  the  Whole 

witboixt  amendment 

prch,  Bejijamin,  appointment  of,  as  Assistant 
)  Dooikeeper  .---.. 
{irwell,   Mr.,  remKrks  of,  on  the  naturalization 

bill 147, 

on  the  report  an  Mr.  Webater's  resolutions 

tier,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  .Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 

tionji      - 
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Calhoun,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 
mit Geo.  Richards  as  a  stenographer     121,  123 
on  the  resolution  to  distribute  arms     -         -163 
on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -         .        69,  170 
speech  of,  on  the  same        ....      172 

cxpresates  his  desire  to  stop  the  discussion  on 
the  same         ......     302 

remarks   of,  on  the   .Massachusetts  remon- 
strance --..-..     347 
on  his  report  on  the  Webster  resolutions  446,  438 
Capitol,  a  bill  to  improve  the  grounds  around  the, 

read  twice,  &c.       .....     317 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repair   the  north 

wing  of  the    .-•...     400 
twice  read,  and  committed  ...     4^3 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     .....     472 

Captures  by  private  armed  vessels,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the 

L'nited  States  to  certain  goods  introduced 

by,  read  twice         -         -         -         .         .     432 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     434 

Carriages  for  conveyance  of  persons,  a  bill  laying 

duties  on,  read  twice       ....     422 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     429 

read  a  third  time,  and  pa^ised      -         .         .431 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments     456 
concurred  in      -         ....         .     453 

Chaplains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 

the  appointment  of  two  ...      107 

concurred  in       -  -  -  .  .  .      1O8 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  8ul>scrib- 
ing  to  the  stock  of  the     -         .         .         .     166 
Cheves,  Langdon,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat   -         -         .         .111 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  sUndmg  committee  of     108 
j  Claxton,    Thomas,    appointment    of,    as    Door- 

K  keeper 107 

I  Clay,  Henry,  election  and  address  of,  as  Speaker     106 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  admit  (icorge 

Richards  as  a  stenographer     -  .  -      119 

I  Clerk  of  the  House,  election  of  a        -         .         .      107 
,  Clopton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on   the  bill   laying  du- 
1  tien  on  carriages     .....     422 

Commerce  and    .Manufactures,   appointment  of 
j  the  standing  committee  on      .         •         -      108 

!  Commissioner  of  Revenue,  a  bill  to  establish  the 
I  office  of,  read  twice         -         .         .         .     399 

j  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     431 

!  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments     446 

concurred  in 454 

I  Conduct  of  the   War,  Mr.   Bradley  submitted  a 

resolution  to  inquire  into  the  ...     4ii 

laid  on  the  table 421 

j  Congress,  Mr.   Benson  submitted   a  resolution 
j  concerning  the  adjournment  of       -         -     386 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         .     391 
I  .Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 

adjournment  of,  on  29th  July,  twice  read     477 
subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and  agreed 

to 477 

returned  from  the  Senate    with  an   amend, 
ment  changing  the  day,  and  concurred  in     486 
CongreMional  Reservation,  .Mr.  Humphreys  sub- 
mitted a  resolution    concerning  claims  to 
land  within  the 318 
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Connecticut,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  not  rati- 
fying the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution   respecting  titles 

CouBtitution,  ,Vlr.  J.  CJ.  Jackson  submitted  a  res- 
olution proposing   an   amendment  to  the 

Cooper  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  ...... 

CourU  of  Admiralty,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  RoberU, 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  concerning  the  fees  charged  in  the 

Courta  Martial,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Hopkins,  the 
Committee  on  Military  .^tfairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  counsel  to  persons  on  trial  be. 
fore 328 

Courts  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate concerning  suits  and  costs  in  the       -     446 
read  twice,  and  referred      -  .         .         .     455 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  as  amended  ....     459 

Creighton,  William,  jr.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 158 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  was   quali- 
fied, and  took  his  scat     .         .         .         'Ill 
speech  at,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a 
direct  tax 409 

D. 

Darby  Fishing  Company,  Mr.  Pitkin  presented 

the  petition  of  the,  referred      -         .         .     131 
Denny,  Thomas,  a   bill  from  the  Senate  for   re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  committed  .     47G 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    .....     478 
Desha,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Grosveiior's  mo- 
tion to   amend  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  re- 
specting the  spirit  and   means  of  the  en- 
emy in  i-onducting  the  war     -         -  -      11)9 
Destruction  of  enemy's  armed  vessels  of  war,  a 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  encourage 
the,  read  twice,  and  cominit'.ed        •  -     447 
Dewey,  Daniel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 108 

Dillon,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of       •         -     165 
a  bill  (or  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted          166 

Diplomatic  Expenses,  Mr.  Eppes  submitted  sun- 
dry resolutions  respecting        ...     4S7 
which  were  amended  and  agreed  to    .         .     488 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  for  assessing  and  levying  a     -     312 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  discussed     319 
discussion  on  the  bill  continued  -     330,  371 

the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  a'nend- 
mcnts  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  bill  was  again  committed    -         -     381 
reported  and  discussed        ....     393 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and   Means  report 

a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twice  -  396 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  399 
read  a  third  time  .....  405 
final  passage  of  the  same  ....  412 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

read,  and  referred  .....  472 
agreement  to  some  and  disagreement  to  other 

amendments  reported      ....     478 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference        .     478 
the  managers  report  a  compromise,  which 
was  agreed  to  .....     486 
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Direct  Taxes  and  Internal  Duties,  a  bill  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -         -  .         .         . 

returned  trom  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  with  an  amendment     . 

the  Senate  insisted  on  their  amcndmenU    . 

the  House  receded     ..... 

Distribution   of  Arms,   Mr.  Pitkin  submitted   a 

resolution  respecting  the         .         .         . 

adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed  - 

report  of  said  committee  referred 

Districtof  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  standing 
committee  for  the 

Dividing  Creek,  Virginia,  Mr.  Hungerford,  pre- 
sented a  petition,  praying  that  a  new  col- 
lection district  and  port  of  entry  may  be 
established  at,  referred    -         -         .         . 

Documents,  an  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the 
transportation  of  certain,  free  of  postage, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  of  similar  tenor, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ..... 

Dorsey,  John,  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 

of 

a  bill   for  relief  of,   read  three   times  and 

P^esed 488 

Dufour,  J.  J.,  and  his  associates,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -         .157 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading   .....     470 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa^«:ed      ...     471 

D4fin,  Thomas,  apjwintment  of,  as  Scrgeant-at- 

Arms 107 

Duvall,  -Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  direct  tax      .....     372 

E. 
Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee of    108 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  three 
resolutions  concerning  the  Committee  of     157 

the  first  resolution  concurred  in  -         -         -     157 

the  second  resolution  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble 157 

the  third  resolution  postponed     ...     158 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  .         .         -     469 
Embargo,  (secret  session,)  a  bill  laying  an,  twice 

read,  and  committed       ....     501 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed 603 

a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  do  not 
concur  in  the  said  bill     ....     504 
Encouragement  to  Privateers,  Mr.  Nelson  sub- 
mitted two  resolutions  concerning  -         -     456 

both  agreed  to 457 

Eppes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 
mit George  Richards,  stenographer  -     122 
Extra  Compensation,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Findley, 
ordered  that,  be  paid  to  certain  persons 
employed  oy  the  Doorkeeper            -         -     486 

F. 

Fanners'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  adverse  report 

on  the  petition  of  the,  concurred  in  -     152 

concurrence  reconsidered,  and  the  report  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     •     153 

Farrow,  Mr.,   remarks  of,   on  the  resolution  to 

admit  stenographers        ....     134 


Ll(Hl 


INDEX. 


XXI? 


' 


House  Proceedings  and  Debate. 


iiTow,  Mir. — eontinned.  Page.  | 

on  M,;.  Webster's  resolutions      ...      186 
on  th^  Massachusetts  remonstrance     -         -     347 
j      on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  ( 

'  of  thf  war       ...... 

jnances.  h  bill  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
^  with  the  annual  report  of  the  -         -         . 

findley.  M..i.,  remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  in- 
1         deranificatiou  for  property  lost  by  the  sur- 
i,  remlrr  of  Detroit     ----- 

speech;  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
conduct  of  tl»e  war  -  .  .  . 
re  Insurance  Company,  of  Alexandria,  a  bill 
to  i^irorporatc  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted -.--... 
reported  withoat  amendment  ... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  purpwrt, 
read  twice,  aiid  committed  ... 
^j  report«jd  without  amendment  .  .  - 
«i»heric8,  U  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for 
J"  the  government  of  persons  in  certain, 
Jf ;  read  twice,  and  referred  ... 
\\  rcport*;J  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  -  -  -  .  . 
allowaMce  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the 
ifk,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  on  the  dis- 
tribution  of  arms  -  -  -  .  . 
on  his  resolutions  respecting  maritime  de- 
fence       

on  Mr.' Webater's^resolutious      .         .         - 
on  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Pomeroy        -      183,  184 
»       on  referring  the  case  of  Mr.   Bowers  to  the 
jr^"        Conunittee  of  Klections  .         .         - 

1  speech  of,  on  Massachusetts  remonstrance 
tiiik,  Mr.,  iA  Vermont,  remarks  of  on  the  distri- 
**  butii^ii  of  arms  ..... 
f  i  on  the  V****chuisett8  remonstrance  - 
Vjrage,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  allowance  of,  to 
%[  officers  of  the  Army,  read  twice 
{  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
)^ureign  AfiUirs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  so 
i  ;  mucli  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  was 
I  j         refeciid  to  a  select  committee 

tl     appoiotinent  of  a  committee  on - 
-  •     report  on  the  state  of  -         -         .         . 

^nklin,  Mjeshack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 
■  and  l)3ok  his  seat    .         -  -  .  . 

'jrench  Decrees,  Mf.  Webster  submitted  nundry 
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382 
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165 
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162 
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109 
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resolutions  calling  fur    information  con- 
cernihg  certain       -         .         -         -         . 
the  ree|)lution(  were  ordered  to  lie  on  table 
the  firt<  resolution  agreed  to       -         .         - 
the  second  resolution  agreed  to 
the  th>rd  and  fourth  resolutions  agreed  to  • 
and  th^  fifth  resolution  agreed  to        -         • 
a  Mes6;ige  from  the  President  tra'nsmitting 
a  letter  from   the    Secretary  of   State  in 
reply  to  the  foregoing  resolutions    . 
the    Cororaittes;    oi   Foreign    Relations    re- 
ported  a  resolution   that  the  conduct  of 
the   ^iXecutive   in  relation  to  the,  meets 
with  Abe  approbation  of  the  House 
referretj  to  thi-  Committee  of  the    Whole, 
and  five- thousand    copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  ...... 

Mr.  (idldsborcugh  moved   for  printing  the 
same'  numb«?r  of  copies  of  the  resolution 
asklnk  for  iriformation  concerning  the  re- 
peal pf 
« 


the,  which  was  not  considered 
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French  Decrees — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  for  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  reply  to  Mr.  Webster's 
resolutions,  which  motion  was  lost  -     470 

G. 
Gaston,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 
mit George  Richards,  stenographer        119,  123 

remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization  bill  -         -      154 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -     239 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  F'oreign  Relations         -         .         .     43g 
General  Land  Office,  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  -         -         -         -      112,  127 
Georgetown,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning 
certain  streets  in,  read    three  ttmos,  and 
passed    --.....      14*^ 
Gholson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reconsideratioa 
of  the  vote  on  the   petition  of  the   Far- 
mers' Bank  of  Alexandria       ...      153 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

conduct  of  the  war  ....     419 

remarks  of,  on  the   report  of  the   Commit- 
tee of  Foreign   Relations  on    Mr.   Web- 
ster's resolutions    .....     43^ 
Glasgow,  Hugh,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat    .         .         .         -         .     144 
Glebe,  in  Alexandria  county,  D.  C,  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed      --.-..      152 
Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat      -  -         -  -      HI 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  compen- 
sating the  mounted  riflemen    •  -       135,  136 

on  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Pomeroy        -         .      183 
Good  Friends,  Amazon,  and  United  States,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  ships,  and  their  cargoes    -         -     400 

twice  read,  and   referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means        -         -  .  .     413 

reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted          469 

the  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
■gain     -         - 471 

amended  by  adding  thereto  the  Fernandina, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -         -     476 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -     478 
Government,  a   bill    making  appropriations    for 

support  of,  read  twice,  and  committed     -  -  478 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -         .     483 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     483 
Grosvenor,   Mr.,   remarks  of,    on    proposing    to 
amend  Mr.  Clay's  resolution   respecting 
the  spirit  and  manner  of  the  war  waged 
by  the  enemy  -         -         .         .      i09,  1 10 

on  the  petition  of  (Jeorge  Richards,  to  be 
admitted  as  a  reporter     -         -         .         .112 

speech  of,  in  favor  of  granting  the  privilege 
prayed  for ne,  125 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  indemnify 

for  property  lost  at  Detroit       .  -      146,  168 

on  the  naturalization  bill    ....     155 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -         .         -     170 

on  the  reference  of  a  petition     -         .         -      184 

speech  of,  on  the  French  decrees         -         -     200 

remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to  refer 
the  election  of  Mr.  Bowers  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  -         .         .      313,  314 
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Ovo«Tenor,  Mr. — continued.  Page, 

on  the  report  of  the  (Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions  -     437, 

438 
Chtindy,    Mr.,    remarks   of,  on    the    petition  of 

George  Richards 112 

on  compensation  to  the  Kentucky  mounted 

riflemen 135 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -     219 


H. 

Hall,  Boiling,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  and  tooj^ 

his  seat  --...'. 

Hanson,  A,  C,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  --.... 

speech  of,  on  the  petition  of  George  Richards 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Wright       -         -         .         . 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      ... 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grundy     - 

on  the  bill  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt  . 

Harris.  Thomas  H.,  the  seat  of  contested  by  Mr. 

Kelly '        . 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the 

case  of- 
speech  of,  on  the  said  report        ... 
the  House  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee allowing  time  to,  for  procuring  tes- 
timony -  -  -  -         - 
Hasbrouck,  Abraham,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
ficd,  and  took  his  seat     -          .  .         - 
Hempstead,    Mr.,  delegate   from   Missouri  Terri- 


tory, was  qualified,  and  took  his 
y,  David,  a   bill 
and  committed 


Henley,  David,  a  bill   for  relief  of,  reaa  twice. 


t  scat 
aQ  tw 


rejHjrted  without   amendment,   and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ----- 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Hopkins,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat    -  -  -         -         - 

remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a   petition 

presented  by  him   -  -  .  .  - 

Hopkins,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat  .         .         -         -         . 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  censuring  the 

conduct  of  the  war  .         .         .         - 

Hornet,  a  bill  to  reward  the  officers  arid  crew  of 

the  sloop-of-war,  read  twice,  &c     - 
reported,  blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
concurred  m      -----         - 

House  of  Representatives,   members   present  at 

the  meeting  of  the  .         .         -         . 

secret  session  of  the  -         -         -         . 

adjournment  of  the,   to  the  first  Monday  in 

December  next '     .         -         -         .  . 

Howell„ Nathaniel, of  New  York,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  ..... 

Hamiliation,  fasting,  Ac. ;  a 

General    Assembly    of 

Church,  appointing   a 

sented  to  the  House 
a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  requesting  the 

President  to  recommend,  &c. 
read   twice,  and  ordered    to  a   third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
a  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 

President  with  the  same  .         .         . 


resolution  of  the 
the  Presbyterian 
day  of,  was   pre- 
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Humphreys,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing lands  within  the  Congressional  reser- 
vation in  the  State  of  Tennessee  -  -  818 
Hungerford.  John  P.,  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  F^lections,  with  a  resolution  that, 
is  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole         -         -         .     148 

the  report  discussed 155 

resolution  rejected  and,  confirmed  in  his  scat      164 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  the  vote 
was  reconsidered,  and   the  report  recom- 
mitted -         •         -         -         -         -         -165 
subject  postponed  to  the  next  session  -     488 

Hunter,  Wilham,  speech  of  (secret   session)  on 
.the  proposition  to  take  possession  of  East 

Florida 505 

Hyneman,  John  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat      -         •         >         •     110 
I. 
Indiana,  Mr.  Jennings  presented  the   memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  further  time 
for  purchasers  of  public  lands  in,  to  com- 
plete their  payments       -         -         -         .111 
also  a  memorial  praying  Congress  to  confiim 
the  sale  of  certain  lands  for  the  benefit  of 
the  University  in  said  Territory,  both  re. 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands      111 
Infirm,  disabled,  &c.,  officers.  &c.,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of  .         -         -         -     317 

read  twice,  and  referred      ....     318 
reported  without  amendment,  and  committed     392 
Ingersoll,  Mr.,    remarks  of,  on  the   resolution   to 
make  additional  accommodations  for  ste. 
nographers  .....     m 

on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance    -         -     346 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  impose  a  duty 
on  distilled  spirits  ....     352 

Insurance  Company  in  Georgetown,  a  bill  to  in- 

corporate  an,  read  twice,  &c.           -         -      145 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         -     153 
a  bill  respecting   an,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   332 

Internal  Duties.     (See  Assesaort.) 
Invalid  Pensions,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Archer,  the 
unfinished   bill  of   the  last  session   con- 
cerning, was  referred    to  the    Committee 
of  Claims      -         -         -         -         -         -155 

the    bill    reported  with    amendments,    and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  47O 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .  471 
returned  with  amendments,  and  concurred  in     488 

J. 

Jackson,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  .---.-      107 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  add  to  the 
Standing  Committees  one  on  the  Judi- 
ciary    -         -         -         -         -         -         -     132 

remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  remon- 
strance ...---     343 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
failure  of  our  Northern  armies         -         -     416 

speech  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  -  -  -  430 
Jay,  Peter  A.,  Mr.  Benson  presented  the  petition 
of,  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of 
John  Lefferts,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections 396 

postponed  to  next  session  ...     434 
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i  i        :  P*?''- 

{>nninfra.   Jonalhah.  a  delegate   from   Indiana 

Territory,  produced   bin  credentials,  dec.     107 
|i>nep,  Williiim,  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

annaal  report  of,  on  the  finances    -         -     137 
[adiciary,  NJr.  Jackson   submitted  a    motion  for 
the  iii)pointmcnt  of  a  standing  committee 

on  tMe 12.1 

the  movon  agreed  to  ....     133 

.■\       i      «■ 

iCaakaskia,  ^opy  of.a   report  from  the  Conimis- 
fc  siorjcjr  of  lh»  district  of,  referred      -  -      1 12 

J       a  letterjfrom  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
Z  at,  referred     ---...      127 

\       a  bill  to,aulhorize  the  laying  out  and  opening 
f.  a  roail  from  Shawneetown  to,  read  twice. 

and  Ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -     433 

'vjeliy,  William,  Mr.  (Irundy  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  cont«'8ting  the  election  of  Thomas* 
K.  llarriii,  referred   to  the  Committer  of 

Elcirtions 1 1 1 

report  <>f  said  committee    ....     137 
the  rejpiirt  adopted      -  -  -         -         -      145 

statement  made  by  (note)  ...     139 

ijennedy,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  naturalization 

bill    ■ 465 

vcntucky  ■  ^n  motion  of  Mr.  McKec,  amended 
on  i^otion  of  Mr.  Uoldsborough,  the 
Coiujnittee  on  Military  Affairs  were  in- 
strucited  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
refaijding  to  the  State  of,  and  other  Sutes, 
the  iums  expended  in  defence  of  their 
re«j)«ktive  frontiers  ....     472 

ilbourn,  Mr.,   a    resolution  was  submitted    by, 

resptjcting  the  Northwest  Territory  -     311 

^^wrence,  ^aptain  James,  Mr.  Nelson  submitted 
a  revolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
coraiiiittee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
conferring  public  honors  on  the  mem- 
ory of 

Revereind  Jesse,  appointment  of,  as  Chap- 
lain •      -...... 

MjefTerts,  Joljn,  a  petition  complaining  of  the  un- 
^  >  dup  flection  of,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

Ij  mitl.|e  of  Elections  .... 

|.|      the  cDisidcration  of  the  subject  postponed 
t\  to  aifit  seas. on        -         .         .         .         . 

ftibrary.  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the 

fAcenses  to-  Distillers,   a  bill  laying  duties  on, 
I  read  '\ 

I      recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
reporte(l  with  amendments  ... 

read  a  fccond  lime  as  amended 
orderr^  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 
f  I      taken  ijp,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
^1      read  4  rhird  time,  and  passed 

rcturneiJ  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

and  Ci)»currod  in        -         -  •  .         . 

oan,  a  btlHauthorizing  a,  read  twice,  and  com- 

mit,t<;d -  . 

jj      reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

:•  I  tim'e,  and  passod     -         .         -         .         . 

1      rcturrntd  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 

'  mcnt,  which  was  agreed  to      - 

xJoyd,  Jarnns,  Mr.  Crawford  presented  the  peti- 

t.)  tion  of,  respecting  a  combustible  liquid, 

Ac  ,  read 

■  ^ 
s 

I 


J 
I  lee. 


\ 


Lloyd,  James — continued.  Page. 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  with 
instructions  to  order  experiments    • 
Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat     .... 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
committed      ...... 

reported  without  amendment,  read  •   third 
time,  and  passed     ..... 
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Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization  bill 

on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance     •      345,  349 
Ma^ruder,  Patrick,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 

House 107 

Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  Alex- 
andria,   a    bill    to   incorporate    the,   read 
twice,  &.C.      ......     145 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -     153 
Maritime  Frontier,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the       166 
resolution  adopted      -  -  -         -  -      167 

.Mason's  CauMway,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
art  to  authorize  a  turnpike  from.tu  Alex- 
andri:>,  road  twice,  &.c.  ....      164 

Ma.ssachusetts,  Mr.   Pickering  presented  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  majority  of  the  Legii- 
laturc  of,  against  the  war,  &.c.         -         -     333 
Mr.  Richardson  presented  a  protest  of  the 
minority  of  the  same       ....     350 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  remonstrance  of, 
was  considi-rcd       .....     404 

and  post(k>ned  to  December  next         •         •     405 
Message,    the   President's  annual,   (see  Senate 
proceedings  p.  14,) 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  referred  to 
various  committees  ....     1O8 

a  confidential,  recommending  a  prohibition 
of  exports,  referred  ....     500 

the  report  on  the  same,  referred  to  a  select 
committee      --....     501 

Military  Establishment,  so  much  of  the  Message 
as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to  a  select 

committee 110 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
further  to  extend  the  time  for  issuing  and 
locating,  twice  read         ....      182 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     219 
Militia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  Commit-         . 
tec  on  .Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to         t 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of,  slain  bj 

the  enemy 146 

(See  IVidows  and  Orphans,  for  further  ac- 
tion on  the  same.) 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  to 
provide   for   calling   forth   the,   &.C.,  read 
twice,  and  referred  -         -         .         .     312 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -         -     329 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the,  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, &c.,  read  three  times,  and  passed   -     472 
Miller,  Mr.,  the  petition  of  Theophiius  Barbarick 

presented  by            -         -         -         -         -     311 
MiMiMippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son, a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  dis- 
trict court  in  the 123 
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Miasiaaippi  Territory — continued.  Page. 

a  Iftter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  relating  to    -         -         .     301 
a   bill   to   establish  a  district  court  in,  read 
twice,  Ac.      --....     332 
Mobile,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienrr 
of  establishing  a  i>ort  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  the  town  of        .         .         .         .         .112 
a  bill  to  that  tffert,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  383 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  386 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 442 

Montgomery,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's 

resolutions     -          .          .         .         .         .     265 
on  the  ways  and  means      -         -         -         -     321 
remarks  of,  on   the  Massachusetts  remon- 
strance   345 

Moore,  Nicholas  K.,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat (08 

Mounted  Rangers,  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act 
for  raising  certain  corps  of,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  .....  473 
Mounted  Riflemen,  Mr.  Sharp  submitted  a  reso- 
lution of  inquiry  in  relation  to  compensat- 
ing the  Kentuoky,  Ac.  -  -  -  134 
Murfree,  Mr.,  »{>eech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions   297 

McKee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  re- 
specting compensation  to  the  Kentucky 
mounted  riflemen    -         -  -  -      135,  136 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -         -      171,  172 
McKim,  Mr.,  a  resolution  concerning  the  arts  and 

manufactures,  presented  by,  was  adopted        145 
McLean,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  of  in- 
quiry concerning  indemnity  for  losses  by 
Hull's  surrinder     -         -         -         -      146,  167 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  making  compensation 
for  the  use  of  wagons,  ic.      ...     492 

N. 
Naturalization,  a   bill  from    the  Senate  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on 
the  subject  of  an  uniform    rule  of,  read 
twice,  and  coapiitted      ....      145 

reported  withouKmendment      ...     147 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  se- 
lect committee        .....     433 

reported  with  amendments,  and   committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole         -         -     442 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     468 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     4C9 
the  Senate  concurred,  with  an  amendment     478 
to  which  the  House  disagreed    ...     482 
Naval  Establishment,  so   much  of  the  Message 
as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to  a  select^ 
committece    .-..->      108 
appointment  of  the  committee  on  the         -      110 
Nelson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  ad- 
mit stenographers  .....      133 

on    the    resolution  respecting  maritime  de- 
fence     -         -  -         -  -         -         -166 

on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  Web- 
ster's re.<uIutions     .....     439 

New  Dank  in  the  Di.strict  of  Columbia,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Epppei,  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  for  tho  oa- 


Page. 

153 
123 

107 
486 


Ublishment  of  a,  at  a  lower  rate  than  law- 
ful interest,  and  the  same  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia -■..... 

Newman,  Daniel,  Mr.  Hale  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  passed  for  the  sup- 
ply oi,  to  memben.         -         -         - 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  re- 
specting the  importation  of  provisions 

Nexsen.  William,  jr.  (See  Phatnix,  Alexander.) 

Northwestern  Army,  a  resolution  submitted  con- 
cerning Hull's  surrender  of  the       -         -     146 
amended  and  agreed  to      -         -         -         -     166 

Northwestern  frontier,  a  resolntion  submitted  re- 
specting the  defence  of  the     -  -     311 
amended  and  agreed  to      -         -         •         -     313 
a  bill   for  the   more  effectual    protection  of 
the,  twice  read,  «Scc.         ....     434 

O. 

Oakley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions  -         -  •  -         -     ISO 

Orders  in  Council,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  request  of 
the  President  a  copy  of  the,  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government      311 

Ordinary  modes  of  conducting  War.  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  request  of  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  would  cauhc  to  be  collected 
and  presented  to  the  House  evidence  of 
every  departure  of  the  enemy  from  the    -     492 

Ordnance,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 

better  regulation  of  the,  read  twice,  Ac.  -  312 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  pa«sed     -----     472 
returned  from   the  Senate  with  amendment 
and  concurred  in    -         -         -         -         -     489 

Ormsby,   Stephen,   of  Kentucky,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    -         -  -         -     1 1 1 

P- 

Pearson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions -----..     275 
on  the   report  thereon,  from   the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign   Relations         -  -         -      136 
Pennsylvania,  the    President   transmitted  copies 

of  certain  legislative  acts  of    -         -         -     144 
Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  to  remit  certain  duties  to  the  446 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  456 
reported   without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 470 

Pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ves- 
sels, Mr.  McKira  submitted  a  resolution 

respecting 318 

a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regula- 
ting, read  twice,  <kc.       ....     371 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 463 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     469 
Phanix,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  read  twice         ....     144 
read  a  third   time,  amended  by  adding  the 
name  of  William  Nexsen,  jr.,  and  passed      165 
Pickering,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  re- 
fer the   Massachusetts   remonstrance  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -         -      343,  344 
Pickled  Fi*h,  a  bounty  on.  (See  Soli,  imported.) 
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Z.  M..  Mr.  Ndson  submitted  a  resolution 
for  a  q)mniitt<*e  to  inquire  into  the  propri- 
ety of'  conferring  public   honors  oa  the 
memoty  of     -----         - 

/5^cy,   Mr.  linger»oll   submitted   sundry   resolu- 
<»■       tions  r'-lating   to  the   punishment  of 
:|hlyn,  J<il,n,    Mr    Archer   presented  sundry 
docuiD'*nts  in  relation  to  the  petition  of    • 
in,  Mr.,  speech  of,  introductory  of  a  resolu- 
tion re^pecunj,'  the  distribution  of  nrnis    - 

160, 161 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Fk^ri'ien  Relations   on  the   resolutions 
^t       of  Mr.' Webster       -  .  .  .  . 

P&(t>burf ,  a  L41I,  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 

I  ■      loU,  thj*  property  of  the  L'nited  States,  in 

£  j       the  borough  o(",  read  twice       .         .         - 

?i  read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      ... 

Pjft^eroy,  B.  f.,  Mr.  :HoplLins  presented  the  pe- 

;  '      tition   of        -----         - 

referred    to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
i«   and   Iftrbors,  a  bill  for  further   fortifying 
the,  re!<d  twice,  &c.         .... 

;  a  bill  froFB  the  S<«nate  of  the  same  tenor 
'jtwice  read,  and   committed         ... 
•  reported  Without  amendment,   and  recom- 
mitted!  441 

,  again  rt-fiorted  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  tihie,  and  passed     .... 
?  Offices   4nd   Po«t  Roads,   members  of  the 
Commfttee  on         - 
I*   ^iident  of  tjie   United   8tate«,  appointment  of 
j     a  comnjittee  to  wait  on  the 
'report  of; said   cimmittee,   that  a   Message 
1     would  t>e  sent  this  day    -         -         -         . 
a  bill  froin   the  Senate  to  provide  for  the 
}      househfdd  of  the,  read  twice  ... 
I  read  a  thxrd  time,  and  passed      ... 
.dte  Arme(l  VesseJs,  a  bill  allowing  a  bounty 

to  the  jwners,  &c.,  of,  read  twice    - 
, ;  ordered  t^  a  third  reading  -  -         -         . 

read  a  thjrd  time,  and  passed  ... 
I»i  ^  Goods,  ^  bill  to  repeal  the  additional  duties 
<  on,  rea^J,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  - 
;^  .Mr.  Neisnn  subtyitted  a  letter  from  the  act- 
ing Se»:retary  pf  the  Treasury  on  the  sub- 
I  ject  of  J  -  -  -  -  '  -  .  .473 
.  a  bill  to  r,educe  the  duties  payable  on,  read 
j^,  twice  .  -  -'  .  .... 
jV  •  ordered  t|)  a  third  reading  -  ... 
■  J>;  read  a  third  timo,  and  passed  ... 
F^f  isions.  .MJ-.  Newton's  resolution 
jT'      indefinitely  po«itponed     - 

i'lliftic  Lands,;  mem b<<r8  of  the  Committee  on 

#  < 


1' 


I.; 


respecting, 


481 


387 


381 


158, 


438 


441 
478 

182 
185 

371 
400 
413 


443 
108 

107 

107 

152 
473 

471 
483 
483 

473 


476 

478 
479 

437 

108 


c«r?,  an  address  from  the  New  England  So- 
ciety of,  read  -  -         .         .         . 
<^ff-trum,  the  tisual  interchange  of  messages  re- 
specting a       -         - 

R. 

j^erF,  on  potion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee pn  Military  AHairs  were  instructed 
to  inqi<irc  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 

'<»      umg  m  force  the   act  authorizing  certain 

companies  of,  A^c. 

a  bill  to  that  ctTect  read  twice     ... 

[ .  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 


157 
311 
429 


371 


107 


Rangers — continued.  Paga. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  same   committee 
were  instructed   to  inquire  what,  if  any, 
alterations  are  necessary  m  the  act  to  au- 
thorize ten  additional  companies   of 
Rea,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  ------ 

Reed,  John,  speech  of.  on  the   bill  laying  duties 
OD  imported  salt     ..... 

Retailers,  &c.,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read  twtc« 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third   reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment*, 

and  referred    ------ 

reported  with  agreement  to  some,  and  disa- 
greement to  others  .... 

the  Senate  insist  on  the   amendments  disa- 
greed to  ...... 

the   House    of   Representatives  insist,    and 
grant  a  conference  .... 

report  of  the  managers  laid  on  the  table 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message   as  relates  to, 

was  referred  to  a  select  committee  - 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  members  of  the 
Committee  of  ..... 

Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reaolu- 
tions      ..-.--. 
on  the  reference  of  a  petition      ... 
on  the  report  of  the  (-ommittee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions  - 
Richards,  George,  .Mr.  Grosvcnor  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  to  be  allowed   a  seat 
as    reporter   for  the    Federal    Republican, 
which  the  Speaker  had  refused  to  him     - 
referred  to  a  (Jommittee  of  the  Whole 
.Mr.  Grosvenor  submitted  a  resolution  to  ad- 
mit, on  the  floor 

the  resolution  modified,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Eppes    ....... 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  out  all  afler  the 
word  "  Resolved,"  and   insert,  "  that    the 
prayer   of  the   petition   ought  not  to  be 
granted"         ...... 

which  amendment  was  carried    ... 
Richardson,  Wm.   M.,  was  qualified,   and   took 
his  seat  -         -         -         ... 

Ridgely,   Henry    M.,   of  DelawiV,    was    quali- 
fied, &c.         ...... 

Roberts,  Mr.,  remarks  of,   on   the  resolution  to 
admit  George  Richards  .... 

Roberts.  Thomas  H.,  Mr.  Moore  presented  the 
petition  of,  respecting  a  machine  for  mari- 
time warfare,  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee     332 

Robertson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   his  motion  re- 
specting the  town  of  Mobile    -         -         .112 
remarks  of,  on   the   Massachusetts  remon- 
strance   342,346 


Sage,  Ebene7.er,  of  New  York,  the  election  of, 
contested,  and  referred  to   the  Committee 

of  Elections .396 

report  thereon  postponed  to  next  session     -  4-34 
Sties  at  Auction,  a   bill  laying  duties  on,  read 

twice,  &c. 400 

read  s  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         -  421 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  456 

amendments  concurred  in  -         •         -         •  464 


471 
HI 

449 

441 
444 

455 

476 
478 

481 

483 

484 

109 

108 

169 
184 

436 


112 
119 

119 
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123 
127 

311 

134 

121 


xx;^!! 


INDEX. 

Howtt  Proceedings  and  DtlnUes. 


xxxiv 
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Salt,  imported,  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  read  twice 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -         -         .         . 

after  several  amendments,  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  ---... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         . 

Sttterwhite,  Edwin  T..   a   bill   for  the   relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  with  amendmenU,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  -         -         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .         .         . 

Schureman,  James,  of  New  Vork,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ...... 

Scott,  .\lexander,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred    ----.. 

reported  without  amendment,  and  committed 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to   a  third 
reading  -•-... 

read  a  third  time^  and  passed  ... 
the  Senate  returned  it  with  an  amendment 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole 

concurred  in       -         ....         . 
Sea  Fencibles,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing 
a  corps  of,  read  twice       .... 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
reported  with  amendment,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed  as  amended  -  -  .  . 

Senate  Chamber,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  making 
an  appropriation  for  finishing  the    . 
twice   read,  &c.  -  -  .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Seybert,  Mr.,  remarks  of.  on  the  resolution  to  in- 
quire concerning  the  conduct  of  the  war  - 
Sharp,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his   resolution   con- 
cerning the  Kentucky  riflemen 
speech  of,  on  the  Webster  resolutions 
Shawneetown,  a  bill  authorizing  the   laying  and 
opening  a  road   from,  to  Kaskaskia,  read, 
and  ordered  to  he  on  the  table 
Shefiey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  -•--.. 
speech  of,  on  the  Webster  resolutions 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  on  the  same 
Sbipherd,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the    naturalization 

bill 

speech  of,  on  the  direct  tax  bill  ... 

Sloo,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed     ..... 

Smith,  William  S.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ...... 

Spirita  distilled  within  the  United  States,  .Mr. 
Fisk  submitted  a  resolution  concerning, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole 

consideration  postponed     -         .         .         - 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the 
Stenographers,  Mr.  Nelson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning       -         -  .         -         . 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
report  of  said  committee,  providing  for  the 
admission  of,  adopted      .          .  -         . 
Strong,  Williani^BP^erniont,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat           ...... 

Stuart,  William,  submitted  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lution to  distribute  arms,  &c.  ... 

13th  Con.  Isl  &  2d  Sess. — b 


P«ge. 
433 
441 

455 
463 

332 

430 
432 

108 

328 
332 

429 
432 

441 

443 

464 

328 
323 

472 

400 
413 
472 

415 

134  j 
290 


-     432 

111 
172 

436 

154 
376 

148 

302 

107 


329 
371 
108 

133 
134 

153 

107 

498 


Stuart,  William — continued.  Page. 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AfEurs  499 
report  of  said  committee  ....  4gj) 
Sugar  refined  within  the  United  Sutes,  a  bill  lay- 
ing duties  on,  read  twice  -  -  .  400 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  4Ji 
returned  with  amendmenU         ...  455 

concurred  in 453 

Superintendent  fJeneral  of  Military  Supplies,  a 
bill  to  free  from   postage  all  letters  and 

packets  to  and  from  the,  read  twice         •  318 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -          -         -  328 
Supplemental  Journal  of  proceedings  in  secret 

session  • 499 

T. 

Taliaferro,  John,  Mr.  Gholson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  contesting  the  election  of  John 
P.  Hungerford;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections       -         .         .         .         -      110 
report  of  said  committee     ....     329 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition       -         -     330 
Tatham,  William,  a  report  Iro/u  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -         -         .         .391 
Taylor.  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  conduct  of  the 

war 417 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  upon  .Mr.  Webster's 
resolutions     .-.-..     437 
Telfair,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 
tions       270 

Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the 
petition  of;  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  -         -         -         .         .     386 
Trade  and  Intercourse  with  ilie  Enemy,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Fisk,  the   Committee  ol  For- 
eign Relations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making   further 
provision  by  law  for  prohibiting       -         .     145 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  prohibit,  read  twice     382 
Troup,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  George 

Richards 112 

speech  of,  on  the  distribution  of  arms         -      159 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Pitkin         •         -         -         .161 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  amend  the 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  lorce         ....     395 
Turnpike  Road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making 
a  certain,  read  twice        ....     143 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -         -         -     153 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     167 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in    -         -         -         .         -     396 
a  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  a  like 
purpose  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  read 
twice,  and  committed      •         -         •         -     144 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  on  the  table  .....      148 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -     163 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...      157 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    -         -         -         -         -     396 
U. 
Upper  Lakes,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, on  the  subject  of  our  Naval  Estab- 
lishment on  the,  was  agreed  to        -         -     319 
V. 
Vansvcoe.  8.,  and    Gilson  6l  Jones,  Mr.  Beall 
presented  the  petition  of:  referred  tj  the 
Committee  of  Claims      -         -        -        -     185 
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Uen,  the  petition  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Uniteii  States  brig,  was  referred  to  the 
Com;n|itteo  of  Claims     .... 

a  bill  (on  relief  jf  the  officers,  Ac,  of  the, 
read  t^ice       ---... 

ordered  \o  a  thir.I  reading  .... 

read  a  il^ird  time,  and  passed      .  .  - 

returned;with  air;cndments,  and  concurred  in 


Page- 


Yeas 


Page. 


>  I 


W. 


Ugons  and^canit*.  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thori^i/ig   payment   for,  &.C.,  read  twice, 
and  >etferred  ,-.--. 
reported 'with  amendments,  and  committed 
amendmi'nts  not  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  read 
i         a  thirei  time,  and  passed  ... 

\y^r,  as  wa«;fd  by  the  enemy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
k  Clay,  (Speaker,)  so  much  of  the  Message 
!  Kj  as  relates  to  the  spirit  and  manner  of  the, 
i  k !  was  referred  tj  a  select  committee  - 
.  >t  membera  of  said  committee  .  .  . 
\p<rne,  V\  Ulctt,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

V         and  or'dered  to  a  third  reading 
^iy»  and  Mj-ans,  members  of  the  Committee  of 

<  '  report  offVf  r.  Eppes  on  the  subject  of  - 
Vi/bsler,   Mr;,  remarks  of,  on   the  resolution   to 
\v,}      admit  lieorge  Richards,  Ac    - 


455 

463 
470 
471 

489 


443 
447 

197 


109 
110 

47G 
108 
148 

121  I 


I 


-     remarki.  o(,  on  introducing  sundry  resolu- 

#  »      lions  re8f>ectirg  the  French  decrees 

♦  [  on  the  drslribulion  of  arms 


t|  ;  in  suppoj-t  of  his  resolutions 
Hkeaton,  HI'.,  presented  an  adi 


-  149 

-  163 
169,  170 

ijcaton,  BH<,  presented  an  address   from  the 

'9*       New- Iln^lanJ  Quakers  -  .  .  . 

\lJ;itlows  and  ilirphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  to  provide 

't       for  t^^,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 

<  reportcf] ^ith  aniendineaU,  and  ordered  to  a 

third-  Heading  ..... 

read  a  tljird  time,  and  passed      ... 

,  return«^d'from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

*       and  »;(»ncurred  in    - 

^§  jiliams,  If  ajac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  Com- 

inilt(«|  of  Elections   were    instructed   to 

inqwtie  whether,  i.s  not  entitled  to  the  seat 

occujpjed  by  John  M.  Bowers  ... 

report  tliereon  postponed  to  the  next  meet* 

ing  (>ii  Congress 

)    tlson,  Jc^|i,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 
and  tijiok  his  «ieat    .  -  •  .  - 

rfj  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  con- 
•  i  cerrMifg  the  naval  force  on  the  upper  lakes 
winter,  El^^^a  J.,  a  bill  from  the  Senat-?  for  the 

JH'        relif'fbf 

:,  read  tw^,  und  referred  .... 
reportft|  with  amendments,  and  committed 
orderetlito  a  third  reading  -  .  -         . 

;    read  a.  tjiird  time,  und  passed  as  amended  - 
'J)od,  Abit'l  of  Ma!«»»achu»ett«.  was  qu 


371  I 

I 

157  ■ 
I 
430 
432  ' 

488  • 


312  ' 

384! 


Ill 

318 

146 
456 
463 
470 
471 


f 


>,ght 


tooH  fiis  seat 
,  M!r|.  r. 


alilied,  and 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosve- 


I 


1 
i 


nor 

on  tha  petition  of  George  Richards 

in  rep>y|  to  Mr.  Hanson       .... 

on  the  tesolutiun  concerning  the  Kentucky 

ritleii'en 
on  thit  listribution  of  arms 
on  thi:  wfasaachiusetts  remonstrance     -     315, 
ncey,  Baftlett,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, Jnd  tooli  his  seat      .... 
speech  bf,  on  .Mr.  Webster's  resolution^ 
! 
! 


Ill 

109 
112 
118 

136 
163 
3^18 

127 
286 


and   Nays,  on   considering  Mr.  Webster's 
resolutions      .---.. 
on  the  report  of  the    committee   adverse  to 

the  election  of  J.  P.  Hungerford 
on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Webster's  firrt  resolu- 
tion         

on  agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  • 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution 
on  agreeing  to  the  fourth  resolution     • 
on  agreeing  to  the  fifth  resolution 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  subject  of 
contested  elections  between  .Mr.  Williams 
and  .Mr.  Bowers     .... 
on   an   amendment  proposed   by  Mr.   Gros- 

venor  to  the  motion  to  postpone 
on  the  resolution  respecting  Isaac  Williams 
on    amending   the  bill   laying   direct   taxes, 

<kc. 330, 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  same         .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ... 
on  recommitting  the  bill  laying  taxca  on  li- 
censes to  distillers  ..... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  - 
on  amending  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
rect tax  ...... 

on  the  previous  queation  on  the  same 
on  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  said  bill    • 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sales  nt  auction  .... 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  a  duty  on  carria- 
ge*          

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  oi  the  Senate  bill  relin- 
quishing the  claim*  of  the  United  State« 
to  goods,  &.C.,  captured  by  private   armed 
vessels  --.-... 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  salt  bill    - 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee ot  the  Whole  to  the  same 
on  further  amending  the  same    ... 
on    amending    the     bill     laying    duties    on 

Iicen84>s  to  retailers,  &c. 
on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  bank 

and  other  notes,  dec.  -  -  .  445,  464 
on  indefinite  post{>onement  of  the  salt  bill     453, 

457 
on  amending  the  same  ....  454 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 

on  hcenses  to  retailers,  dec.     ...     455 
on  Mr.  Nelson's  resolution  for  the  encour- 
agement of  privateers     ....     457 
on  the  final  pa.ssage  of  the  bill  laying  a  duty 

on  imported  salt 463 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 

on  bank  notes,  dec.  ....  469 
on  considering  the  report  of  tlie  Committee 

of  Foreign  Relations  ....  47O 
on  amending  the  loan  bill  ....  477 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  reducing  the 

duties  on  priie  good»,  dec.        ...     479 
on  amending  the  appropriation  bill     -         -     482 
on    amending    the    bill    respecting    British 
licenses  ......     435 
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165 
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308 
309 
309 
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315 
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Senate  Proceedings  and  Debatm, 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 
on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  Mr.  Stuart's 

resolutions  res|>ecting  arms     -  -          -  498 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Commit- 

mitiee  ot  Foreign  Relations    -  -         -  500 

on  the  order  of  the  day      -         •  .         -  501 

on  amending  the  embargo  bill    -  -         .  502 

on  the  third  reading  oi  the  same  -         -  502 

on  the  final  paj>sage  of  the  same  •         -  503 


SENATE.— SECOND  SESSION. 

THIRTKK^TH  rOHOBBSS. 


.\dditional  Appropriations,  a  bill  making,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported    with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
■  third  reading       -         •         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

th«  House  of  Representatives  disagreed   to 
some  of  the  amendments,  and  the  Senate 

receded  

.\gents,   a   bill  from    the    House  of  Representa- 
tives authorizing  the  appointment  oi,  for 
paying  military  pensions,  read 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         . 

indefinitely  postponed         -  .  .  . 

Aiken,  John,  and  Pearl  Spalford,  Mr.  Bledsoe 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  presented         ... 

leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition 
.\llegany,  the  ship,  report  in  the  case  of,  pre- 
sented ----... 
American  Prisoners  of  War,  Mr  Dana  submit- 
ted a  resolution  asking  the  names  of  the 
individuals  selected  from,  and  sent  to 
Great  Britain  for  trial     .... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  .... 
Appointments  by  the  President,  Mr.  Mason  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  concerning  certain, 
without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  ....... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into       ...... 

Arms  and  .\rmories,  a  bill  to  insure  uniformity 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  one  and  a  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  other,  read  • 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

third  reading  negatived       .... 
Army,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprei<entatives 
making   further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regular,  dec,  read  twice 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military   Af- 
fairs      ....... 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third    time,  and    passed  as  amended 

the    House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
the  amendments     ..... 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 

the    House  of   Representatives    also    insist 
and  appoint  managers    .... 

modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to 

a  bill  for  better  organizing,  paying,  and  sup- 
plying the,  read 
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593 
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597 
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Army — continued.  Page. 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .  -     613 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     640 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         •  -     643 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  referred       •  -     663 

concurrence  reported  in  piart       -  •  -     665 

the  Senate  agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to 

other  amendments  ....     573 

the    House  of  Representatives   agree  to  all, 
except  the  Ibth.  on  whuh  they  insist,  and 
the  Senate  also  insisting,  a  conference  is 
appointed       ......     579 

the  managers  report  a  modification     -         •     684 
which  is  not  agreed  to,  and  another  confer- 
ence asked 685 

report  of  the  second   conference  agreed  to 

by  the  Senate 688 

and  concurred  in   by  the    House  of  Repre- 
sentatives         689 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  w  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  es- 
tablish the  permanent  residence  of  the,  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  read  -         •         -     766 

B. 

Bank  of  the  Metrojwlis,  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, dec,  of  the,  referred       -         -         •     595 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  ctmsid- 

eration  thereof        .....     740 
Banks,   Bankers,  Ace,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 
Representatives  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on  notes  of,  &c.,  read  ...     626 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     628 
reported  without  amendment      ...     634 
indefinitely  postponed         ....     683 
Barker,  Samuel  Augustus,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....     632 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ....     688 
Bealty,  George,  and  others,  .Mr.  Lambert   pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referre<i      -         -     646 
Bibb,  William    Wyatt,  appointed   a  Senator  by 
the    Legislature  of  Georgia,   in    place  of 
William  H.  Crawford,  resigned,  produced 
his  credentials,  dec.         ....     537 
remarks  of,  on   Mr.    Mason's  resolutions  re- 
specting the  President's  power  to  appoint 
certain  officers         .....     625 
Bibb,  George  M.,  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 630 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gore's  motion  respxting 

Executive  appointments  ...     694 

remarks  of,  on  two  readings,  the  sam<;  day, 
of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo      -         •     733 
Bioren.  John  and   others,  a  letter  from,  respect- 
ing their  contemplated  edition  of  the  laws     395 
Mr.  Roberts  presented   the    petition   of,  re- 
ferred    .......   1056 

Births,  Marriages,  de-c,  .Mr.  Fromentin  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  records  of  -  -     547 

Blankets,  dec,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Gore,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  asking  for  an  account  of  the 
quantity  of,  dec,  provided  for  the  Army 

and  Navy 567 

reports  from  the  two  Departments  in  reply     616 
Boardman,  Homer,  and   others,    Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred        -         -     663 
Boone.  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentalives,  for  the  relief  of,  read  twic4!,  and 
referred 56* 
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^ne,  D«kn*c! — continued. 

;     reporte^'i  wiiboitt  amendment      -         .         . 

ordered^  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  a  tjiird  tia/e,  and  paKH«<l 
)unty,  ta  owners,  Vc,  of  private  armed  vessels, 
!         Mr.,Rroment)n  submitted  a  resolution  con- 

;        cer^iiig 

i    •yreed  ♦© 

I    a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  allowing  a,  read 
I    read  i  jeoond  lime     -  -  .  .  . 

♦  amemleJ,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
I    read  &  tjhird  time,  and  passed 

returaevi  trom  t  le  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
witii^mendmenu,  and  referred 

concui-nence  re[)orted  .         .         .         . 

the  reptirt  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment  - 
;anty  to  (persons  who  shall  enlist,  a  bill  to  in- 
creasy'  the,  r«  ad       -         -         .  .  . 

*  read  a  tecond  time  -  -         -         .         . 


reconn^ittetl 


postponWJ  indetJnitely  .  .  .  . 

•jWie  and  l^urtz,  aad  othera,  Mr.  Goldsborough 

pre«e^)ted  tht   petition  of,  referred     - 
.    a  bill  fci  relief  4,  reported  and  read    - 
\    read  a  Second  time     -         -         -         .         . 
indetiuiteiy  postponed  -         -  .  . 

^zer,  Johi|,  and  others,  Mr.  Varnuni  presented 
the  pitilion  of,  referred  -         -  .  . 

\    the  comjnUtee  discharged  from  further  consid- 

eraluin  thereof 

t^kenridgt",  the  Reverend  John,  election  of,  as 
^;  Cha;Jain  --.... 
».<nt,  RoU^rt,  Paymaster  General,  the  petition 
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625 
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659 
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616 

691 
729 
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776 

649 

774 

545 


of,  referred 


j  t  i    (See  Fuytnas.'tr  General.) 

ij^ijevard,  Joi«eph,    Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pe- 

i  .  .'        liUoni  of,  relerred 

I  *i  a  bill  fcjjf  relief  of,  read  -  .  .  . 
{  ?  J  read  a  liecond  time  -  .  .  .  . 
»?|    ordered^to  a  thu-d  reading  -  -         .  . 

read  a  tjiird  tmie,  and  passed      ... 
rrows  anil    McCall,  lieutenants,  a  resolution 
relalAe  to  tlje  brilliant  achievcmenU  of, 

read »     - 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed     - 

|(asiness,  oji   motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a   committee 

wab  Appointed  under  the  forty-second  rule 

lor  c.;nductir.g,  in  the  Senate  - 

on  motion  of  .Vir.  Fromentin,  the  same  was 

done; under  '.he  twenty-second  rule 


-     688 


C. 


i^ihoone,  J*>hn,  Mr.  Hunter 
■  *  lion  «>f,  referred 


presented  the  peti- 


) 


a  bill  f«Ir  relief  of,  read 

read  a  fccond  and  third  time,  and  p 

pbell,  (f  eorge   W.,  of  Tennessee,  appeared, 
and  fook  his  seat    -  -         .  .  . 

resigr.aiion  of,  as  Senator  .... 
^nton,  Ub!o,  a  bif!  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
'  sent.'ttives,  attaching  a  certain  tract  of 
'         lanJJto  the  t'istrict  of,  read      .         .         - 

read  a  Second  time,  and  referred 

reportetl  without  amendment       ... 

indefinitely  pos-tjwned         .... 
t»rroll,  Chijrles,  and  others,  Mr.  Horsey  present- 
ed line  petition  of,  referred 
lampion.iHenry,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  me- 
morii  of        .....         . 

referrel  to  a  select  committee     ... 

II 


564 
648 
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689 
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544 


545 
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633 
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.'>44 
629 


626 
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658 
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Chaplains,  on   motion  of  .Mr.  Worthington,  the 
usual  resolution  passed  for  the  election  of 
Chaplain,  Abraham.  Mr.  Bibb  of  Kentuckv  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .... 

Cheevers,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  relief  of    -  -  .  . 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -          .          .  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Horsey  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  authorizing  subscription  to  the  stock 
of  the,  read    ...... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

indefinitely  [)Ostponed         .... 

Cheves,  Langdon,  a  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives   that    they  have  elected, 
Speaker  ...... 

Chilmark,  Massachusetts,    a    petition    fi-om    the 
town  of,  praying  relief  under  embargo  law 
Clark,  Midshipman  John,  a  resolution  from  the 
House    of    Representatives    directing    a 
sword  to  be  presented  to  the  nearest  male 
relative  of,  read       ..... 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  jjassed    - 
Clark,  Dennis,  a  bill   from   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  relief  of    .  .  .  . 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without   amendment     .         .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Clason,  Isaac,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  German,  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred      .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         .... 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and   passed     ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment        -         .         .         . 

concurred  in      .....         . 

Clay.  Henry,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives  communicating  the  resigna- 
tion of- 
Clerks  of  Congress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wor- 
thington, a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into   the   propriety  of  increasing 

the  salaries  of  the 

a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the,  read 
twice      ----... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pa.<:sed 

of  the  War  Department,  a  report  exhibiting 

the  names  of  the    .         -         .         .         . 

Cochrin,  Charles  B.,  .Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of      .....         . 

read,  and  referred      -         -         .         .         . 

the  committee  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration thereof  ..... 

Cochran,   Robert  E.,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the 
petition  of      .....  . 

read,  and  referred        -  -  .  .  . 

the  committee  discharged  therefrom    - 
Collectors  of  Customs,  a  report  from  the  Treasu- 
ry Department,  with   a  statement  of  the 
emoluments,  &c.,  paid  to         -         -         - 
Columbia  Manufacturing  Company,  a    petition 
praying  an  act  of  incorporation  of  the     - 
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olumbia  Company — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  ...  693 
read  a  second  tune  .....  7O6 
a   bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives, 

read 76 1 

read  a  second  time     .....     762 

reported  with  amendments         ...     766 
indefinitely  postponed         ....     775 

Commercial  Intercourse  with   Powers  at   peace 
with  the   United  States,  a  .Message  from 
the  President  in  relation  to,  referred         -     694 
Comptroller  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  a 

bill  creating  the  otTice  of,  read  -         -     727 

read  a  second  tune     .....     728 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     .     764 
read  a  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table         .     765 
Condict,  John,of  .\ew  Jersey,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ......     572 

Congress,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre. 
sentatives  for  a  joint  committee  to  inquire 
concerning  the  adjournment  of,  read       .     628 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  appointed    ....     629 

report  of  said  committee  read      ...     647 
read  a  second  time     .....     649 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives fixing  the  day  for   adjournment  of, 

re«d 650 

read  a  second  time     -  .  .  .  .     657 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  fix- 
ing the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of,  read     729 
read  a  second  time    -         -         -         .         .     735 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -     737 
a  joint  resolution  preparatory  to  adjourn- 
ment of  ......     776 

Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  transmitted  an  account  of  the  -     575 
Cooper,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Brown  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       ...     622 
Copies  of  certain  Commissions,  Mr.  Gore  submit- 

initted  a  resolution  asking  for  -         -     685 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -     687 

a  Message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  State  in  reply 690 

Cotton  Manufactures,  a  resolution  asking  for  a 

statement  of  the  value  of,  dec.  -         -     566 

report  from    the   Treasury  Department   in 

reply r.72 

Crawford,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  -  -  633 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  634 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  641 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  646 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     647 

Crowninshield,   Benjamin   W.,  a  bill  from  the 
House   of  Representatives    for  relief  of, 

read 729 

read  a  second  time     ...         -         -     736 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     771 

Cuffee,  Paul,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred 569 

a  bill   allowing,  to  depart  with  vessel  and 
cargo  for  Sierra  Leone,  read   ...     570 

read  a  second  time 572 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     601 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     602 
Cumberland  Road,  report  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment concerning  the  ...     594 
Cunow,  John  G.     (See  United  Brethren.) 
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Catler,  Jarvis,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     . 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third   time,  and  passed      ... 

D. 
Daggett,  David,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  -         -         -         .         . 

remarks  of,  on  reading  twice,  on  the  same 
day,  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo    732,  734 
Dale,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  rehef  of,  read     -         .         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported   without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     ..... 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ...... 

remarks  of,  on  two  readings,  on  the  same  day, 
of  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo        732,  734 
Dawson,  John,  the  death  of,  announced  by  mes- 
sage from  tho  House  of  Representatives  - 
Destitute   and  distressed  American   Seamen,  a 
bill   from    the    House   of   Representatives 
concerning,  read     -         -         -         .         . 
read  a  second  time     -         -         ,         -         . 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Direct  Tax,   a  bill  from  the    House  of   Repre- 
sentatives to  amend  the  seventh  section  of 
the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the, 
referred  to  a  committee  -         .        .         . 
the  committee  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject 
Documents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  transmission  of  certain,  free  of 
jwstage,  read  -         -         .         .         . 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         - 
postponed  indefinitely         .... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  it  was  ordered 
that  all,  printed  by  order  of  either  House, 
be  bound,  &c.,  for  use  of  members 
Donation  Rights,  a  bill  to  grant,  to  certain  claim, 
ants  of  land  in  Louisiana,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  state- 
ment of,  «Scc. 

Message  from  the   President,  transmitting 
the  statement  asked  for  ... 

E. 

Elizabeth  City,  a  bill  to  make,  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district  of  Camden,  North  Carolina, 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Ellis,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

.nentatives  for  relief  of,  read     ...     643 
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.TeaJ  a  ^e^ond  time     -         .         .         .         . 

[■JTPferred  t|)  a  select  committee     .         .         - 

^^reported  j.vithouf  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  tbo'd  reading  -  -  .  .         - 

^ircad  a  th^Jd  time,  and  passed      -         .         - 

Er#^go,  a  i)(JI  layin^'  an,  read  in  part  (Rccrot 

^f    session  i  ...... 

y  »  confideijtial  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
1  >  .    sentati^ieH  to  the  same  effect,  read  twice. 
^ '    and  refarred 
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.     ,  :     Biiu  r«!iarrt-u     -  - 

1 1  Reported  A^ith  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
|i|:    be  contfientiallv  printed 
j     f»raendmejttf!  adopted,  and  bill  recommitted 
j    '  jeported  wfith  furtiicr  amendments,  and  read 
;      ■•    a  third  'ime    --.... 
Ijiassed  ac  ^,mendeii,  and  sent  confidentially  to 
,    ;      the  Ho*.8e  of  Representatives 
j    .iipned    H  the   Speaker,   President    of  the 
',]   Senat«',and  Prpnident  of  the  United  States 
[|fr.  Hor«^<^-v  presented  sundry  petitions  for 
j  the  rep«di  of  the,  read     .... 
referred  ;o  a  select  committee 
f^mmittee  ilisctarped,  and  the  petitions  re- 
*;|  ferred  Xp  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 

r5  bill  from;  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
•  repeal  t^e,  read       -         -  .  .  . 

^/f-ad  a  sei\  iid  time,  and  referred 
f  I  ported  wjth  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
.  kf  a  third  reading    '    - 

■  ^*ad  a  thir^  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
£i)<i^   bill  froiji  the  House   of   Representatives 

•]|}  authorizing  the  purchase  of  vessels  cap- 
Vitured  t)i|,  read  <^  first  and  second  time, 
!  V  ,  and  refc»fed   -  - 

EvA^  Oliver,  import  oti  the  tsubject  of  the  pat- 
?  ?ent  granjed  to         - 
('ijbiU  to  anjend  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  read 

■  ^^ad  a  soec,id  time  ..... 
i«!Jird  reading  negatived  .... 
'  %y.  Ander«#>n  presented  the  petition  oli  pray- 
,  T'   ing  to  bejheard  by  counsel       ... 

ExGi  ^yive  App«^intment»t,  debate  on   IVIr.  Gore's 
I       resoiutiofas  concerning   -         .         .         - 

ije  resolutii'ns  concieming,  indefinitely  post. 

f  poned     - 
Exj,  iiliture  ()fr  Monev-x,  a  report  on  the,  from 

Jthc  Secretaries  o:'War  and  Navy    . 

:             -               t  • 
Fan   ,^i;,  Henj->j,  a  bill  irom  the  House  of  Rep- 
rehcntatiies  for  relief  of,  read 
qad  a  second  timet  and  referred  to  a  select 
jcommit'ttve 

■  <iiported  without  amendment  ... 
;  tillered  tc,  a  third  reading 

r.Jid  a  thijri!  time,  and  passed      ... 
Ptrtili"^  and   Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown, 

■  ?  tMr.  Bibb  oi  Kentucky  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  ^he,  referred         ....     636 
bill  to  incorporate  the,  read,  and  the  s?c- 
ond  reading  negatived    ....     737 

Feesirj  the  United  States  Courts,  on  motion  of 
xMr.  Daifijett,  a  committee  was  appointed 
Xo  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making 
'  rovision  by  law  concerning  -         .571 
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w^erred  id  (he  committee  on  the  revision  of 
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Fire   Insurance   Company,   oi  Alexandria,    Mr. 
Brent  presented  the  petition  of  J.  B.  Nich. 
ols,  and  others,  praying  an  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, referred        -  -  .  .  . 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer,  read  a  first 
and  second  time     .         .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .          .          .  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasi-ed       ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
with  amendments  -         -         -         .         . 
the  House  amendments  concurred  in  - 
Fire  Years'  Enlistments,  &c.,  a  bill  authorizing, 
for  certain  regiments,  read       .         .         . 
read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -          -          .          .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -         -         -         .         . 
the  Senate  refused  to  concur 
Flags,  &c.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  provide  for  the  collection  and  pres- 
ervation of  such,  as  shall  have  been  or  may 
be  taken  from  the  enemy,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and   referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  authorizing  the  building 
of  one  or  more,  read        .... 
read  a  second  lime,  and  ordered   to  a  third 
reading            -----. 
read  a  thinl  time,  and  passed 
Flotilla,   a  bill   authorizing  the  appointment  of 
certain  officers  for  the,  read     ... 
read  a  second  time      -          .          .          .          . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Foreign  Ministers,  <Scc.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb, 
of  Georgia,  amended  by  Mr.  Gore,  a  com- 
mittee  wa>»  appointed   to   request  of  the 
President  of  the   United   States  a  lift  of 
appointments  of,  made  in   the  recess  of 
the  JSenate,  Ac.      -         -         .         .         . 
Foreign  Relations,  .Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  so  much  of  the  MesHuge  as  re- 
lates to,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of.  appointed     - 
Fowle,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Giles  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred         -         .         . 
Fromeutin,  .Mr.,  appointment  of.  on  the  Library 

Committee 

remarks  of,  on  twice  reading,  on  the  same 
day,  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo 

G. 

Gaillard,  .lohn,  election  of,  as  President  pro  tern. 

of  the  Senate 

General   Land  Ofllice.  a   report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany to  supply,  with  pure  water,  read      . 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      - 
read  a  third  ti.ne,  and  paxM^d       -  -  . 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in     . 
a  bill  to  authorize  two  lotteries  in,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed 
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Georgia  and  Mississippi,  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect 

the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed 

under  the  act  for  the  amicable  settlement 

of  limits  between,  dec,  read     ... 

read  a  second  lime     ..... 

recoiunulted  to  a  select  committee 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -  .  -         .         - 

German,  Obadiah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

look  his  seat  ---... 

Giles,  William  B.,  remarks  of,  on  twice  reading, 

on  the  same  day,  the  bill  concerning  the 

embargo         .....      733,  734 

Girard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  me- 
morial of        -----         - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition  of;  referred 
the  committee  made  an  adverse  report 
report  concurred  in    - 
Glover,  Stephen,  .Mr.  Gore   presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred      .         .         -         .         - 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in   - 
Goldsborough,  Robert  H.,of  Maryland,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat    -  -  - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  bounty 
for  enlistments        .         .         -         .  - 

on  presenting  the  Maryland  memorial 
Gonxales,  Don  Ramon  de  Lenares,  and  others, 
Mr.  Brown  presenU«d  the  petition  of;  re- 
ferred    ...---- 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -         -         -         - 

leave  granted  to.  to  withdraw  his  petition  - 

Gore,  Christopher,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat    .         -         -         -         - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohilnt  importations 
on  the  resolutions  respecting  Executive  ap- 
pointments   .         -         -         -         .      651, 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  read   ------ 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Great   Britain,  a  Message   from  the   Prefident, 
transmitting  a  correspondence  on  the  rela- 
tions  with,    ordered   to   be    printed,   and 
referred  ....-- 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  submitted  sundry  res- 
olutions requesting  information  concern- 
ing the  conduct  of,  in  certain  cases 
read  a  second  time     .         .         .         -         • 
amended,  and  adopted        .         .         .         - 
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H. 

Hamilton,  (Jeorge,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    -         -  766 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    -  771 
Hart,  William,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  memo- 
rial of    S98 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         -  599 

indefinitely  postponed         -         -         -         -  727 


Hajftings,  Daniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Gore  presented 
the  petition  of;  referred 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in    - 
Hay,  John   D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Hillen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred 
Hillhouse,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  present- 
ed the  memorial  of;  referred  - 
adverse  report  thereon,  and  the  committee 
discharged      .-.--. 
Hogan,  Michael,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  compensate,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  .         -         - 

the  third  reading  negatived         ... 
Hook,  Moses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting  the  right  of  preemption 
to,  read  twice,  and  referred      ... 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .         . 
Horses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
allowing  compensation  for,  owned  by  mi- 
litia and  volunteers,  read 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed     .         .         -         .         - 
Horsey,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  presenting  sundry 
petitions         ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  Ex- 
ecutive appointments      .... 

remarks  of,  on  twice  reading,  on  the  same 

day,  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  -       732,  734 
Howell,  Jeremiah  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  -         -         -         -         -      '  - 
I. 
Illinois  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives confirming  certain  claims  to 
lands  in,  read  .         .         .         .         - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

postponed  indefinitely         -         -         -         - 
vote  to  postpone  reconsidered,  and  the  bill 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of;  referred 
1  Mr.  Bond  presented  a  petition  of;  referred 

Importation,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  of  certain  arti- 
cles therein  mentioned,  read   .         .         - 
read  a  second  time     "         "         '         "         I 
amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
so  reported     .----- 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  on  ite 
passage  postponed  ■         -         -         -         - 
a  motion  to  recommit  faded,  and   tbe  bill 

finallv  pa-ssed 

Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of,  praying  payment  of  their  militia 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  concern- 
ing certain  post  routes    .         .         -         • 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  concern- 
ing their  Judicial  system 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  protesting 
against    the    Governor's    assumption    of 
1  power    •---••" 
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a'  ku  to  csUhi^sh  the  inoile  oi"  laying  off  the, 
»  ^Ho  (listnctji,  (Sec,  read  -         - 

rciJ  a  8econd|time     -         -         -         .         . 

or;|^red  to  a  ll'ird  reading  -  -  -         . 

r(»'^,;a  third  ti|ne,  and  passed 
lQt«rnaj  pi'avigatiflm,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blednoe, 
'.\  Velect  cor'imittee  >\iis  appointed  to  in- 
i<ii|ire  what  further  regulations  are  neces- 

?Hjihr  conc<:rJiing 

Invalid  «;iision8,  ^  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
'tf-^ntativus'roncerning.read  - 

raailjd  second  iime,  and  referred 

r(|ji»|:ed  wilbc^ut  amendment      -         .         . 

oifjj^ied  to  a  ilfird  reading  -  •         .         . 

retiJ^Ai  third  li.ne,  and  passed      -         .         . 

Jannej,fi!boraa«,«^d  others,  Mr.  Giles  presented 
tki  petition*  of.     (Soe    Columbia  Manu- 
yf^uring  i[ompani'.) 
JarTis,ra|»rah 
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Mr.'Varnuni  presented  the  peti- 

X'^h  of  -       ■ 

theAommittectfo  whom  it  waa  referred  were 


Journal 


^rharged   j  - 

ijTrjf  Cong,-H,iS, 


a  joint  resolution  from  the 


564 
729 


{lj(|use  of  RtT»|iresentatives  for  the  printing 


■A^  distrib^ijion  of  ; 
jil  \ht,  <Scc;,  read     - 


an  additional  number 


I 


re»4  n  second  Jime,  an,d  ordered  to  a  third 

/|.»,Jing      .  .-         -  .       . 
real  »  third  ijii^e,  and  ':oncurred  in     - 
Jurors   4'jt.'nited  Vtates'  Courts,  on  motion  of 
c,  Daggai  a  comijiittee  was  appointed 
Ifcaquire  Jiio  the  eipediency  of  making 
rther  prqvjsion   hy  law  relative  to 
j^mmittep  >di8chari^ed  from  the  further 
Viderati^i5  of  the  subject     -         .         - 

K. 

KentucJi||Mr.  Blyji^soe  pre!,ented  a  memorial  of 
i)a:.  Legisbtjire  of,  respecting  compensa- 
lijir  to  her  ttiilitia  ;  referred  to  the  Mili- 
i'"%>  Comn|i!jtee      -         -         .         .         . 

Mii.Si-  also  pirt-sented  certain  resolutions  of 
tl^'  same,  »-Mpres.sive  of  their  confidence 
iikfhe  Adii,!iiistratioM     -         -         -         . 

Mr.yi.  also  presented  a  memorial  and  reso- 
li^ions  of  thtj  same,  respecting  the  line  of 
(J-jijiion  botWen  Tei.neRsee  and 

wh.i^i[la.st  wtri  referred  to  a  committee 
King,  Ri/i^,  of  Ne|>r  York,  appeared,  and  took 
h^;  wat 

remirfcs  of.  on^wice  reading,  on  the  same 
d*J  the  bill  tonccrnifig  the  embargo 
Knight,  gfc^ieon,  re ijort  of  tne  Pavmastor  Gen- 
eniljoa  the  j)i*tition  of,  referred 

a  bij  S)r  the  rdief  of,  Hvice  read 

ordt>^'«i  to  a  thijd  reading  -  -  -         . 

ind(;ijrntely  posl>oned  -  -  .  . 

Koch,  Jjijob  Gerard!    (See  IVa/jo/ju/  Bank.) 

Lakes,  >l]l.jGaillarJlipre8ent«;d  the  memorial  of 
n^fr^  otFicerp  jserving  on  the,  which  was 
r«t^:|ed  to  tihj-  Committee  on  IVaval  Af- 
fl^}      -,-..-. 

Latrobe.iliH.,  a  mt^norial  oif,  on  the  subject  of 
sit-lyt  enginiej         -         - 

Law,  W»l|;  jn,  and  (J^ers,  .Mr.  GaiUard  presented 
tht  •  j^Hition  oV        •         •         .         ,         . 
refett«:,i  to  a  cdnjmittee   .  - 

H    -     • 
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Lawrence,  Captain  James,  a  joint  resolution  from 
the  Hoase  of  Representatives  relative  to 
the  brilliant  achievement  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  as  amended         -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  concurred  in,  with  an 
amendment    --.... 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  a  certain  edition  of  the,  and  the 
distribution  thereof,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  -  . 

Le  Due,  Mary  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 
Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  announcing  the   ap- 
pointment of  the,  as  Chaplain  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  -         -         -         .         . 
Lewis,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  King  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred  ... 

Library,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on 
the,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolution  for 

the 

read  three  times,  and  passed        ... 
Licenses  to  Retailers,  &c..  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representative*  »o  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on,  read        -         -         -         -         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Lloyd,  James,  .Mr.  RoherU  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         -         -         .         - 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Loan,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  a,  read           .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmenU           ... 
amendments  not  agreed  to,  bdl  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     ..... 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of,  referred 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in   the 
State  of,  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
a  bill  from   the  House  ot   Representatives, 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  ascertaining 
title  to  lands  m  that  part  of,   east  of  the 
.Mississippi  and  Island  of  Orleans,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
a  bill   from   the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  certificates  of  confirmation  of 
claims  to  lands  in,  read  .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendment  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as   amend- 
ed   
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M. 

Malcolm,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of.  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

indefinitely  postponed  .... 

Marbury,  William  and  others,  Mr.  Worthington 

presented  the  petition  of.  referred    . 
Marbury,  Leonard,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
Marine  Corps,   a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  authorize  the  augmentation 
of  the,  read     ----.. 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    • 
the  House  of  Representatives  concur,  with 

an  amendment  which  was  agre<>d  to 
Mr.  Gaillard  laid  on  the  table  a  roll  of  the 
commissioned  otficers  of  the    ... 
Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  ,\lcxan- 
dria,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  - 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
again  called  up,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs        .... 
Marshals,  Clerks,  Ac,  a  bill  to  lessen  the  com- 
pensation to,  read  -  -  .         .         . 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
referred  to  a  committee       -         -         -         . 
reported    amended,   and   ordered   to  a   third 
reading            --.-.. 
read  a  third  time,  and  pas8e(}      ... 
Maryland,  Mr.  (ioldslMjrough  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  House  of  Delegates  of,  con- 
cerning the  war      ..... 
Maryland  and  Georgia,  a  bill  to  revire  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States 
of,  read  and  referred        .... 
reported  without   amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  -  - 

road  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Mason,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  speech  of,  on  the 

Embargo  bill 

on  his  resolutions,  respecting  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury 

Mather,  George,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  ..... 
Medical  Staff  of  the  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe  the  Committee  on  .Military  Af- 
fairs were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  regulations 
concerning  the  .  -  -  .  . 
Message,  the  President's,  at  the  opening  of  the 

session 

five  hundred   copies  of  the,  ordered    to  be 
printed  ...... 

confidential,  of  the  9th  Decenil)er 
Messengers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Turner  submitted 
a  resolution  to  pay  two  dollars  per  day  to 

the,  read 

read  a  second  time 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Metropolis  (See  Bank  of  the.) 
.Michigan  Territory,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
distressed  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
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Military  Academy,   a  bill  to  establish   an   addi- 
tional, read     --....     646 
read  a  second  time     .....     ft48 
indefinitely  postponed         -         .         .         .     723 
Military'  .Affairs,  so  murh  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  was  referred  to  a  select  coramit- 

t«c 545 

Militan,'  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,    making    appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the,  read      ...     650 
read  a  second  time,  and  referrihl  -         .     657 

reported  without  amendment      ...     660 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     662 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     664 
.Military  Schools,  on  motion  of. Mr.  Worthington, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  additional         ...     54g 
Militia,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  sundry  resolutions 

respecting  the         .....     546 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  .affairs     548 
Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  pay  of 56.T 

agreed  to,  and  referred       ....     554 
on   motion   of  Mr.  Smith,  so  much  of  the 
Message  as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to 
^        a  select  committee  ....     632 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  calling 

forth  the,  to  execute  the  laws,  <Scc.,  read  -     638 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     639 

reported  without  amendment  ...  640 
indefinitely  postponed  ....  ^94 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 

the  same  tenor,  twice  read  and  referred  691 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  737 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  763 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  764 
a  bill  in  further  addition  to  the  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  establishing 
through   the    United    States  a   uniform, 

read 736 

read  a  second  time  .....  738 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -     761 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  762 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendment,  and  concurred  in  -     766 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  the  President  of  the 
United  Statas  was  requested  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of 
moneys  paid  to  the  -         -         -         -     761 

Mills,  Isaac,  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred         -         -         -     623 
Mint,  letter  from  the  Director  of  the,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury    -         -         -         -     567 
the  President  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted a  report  of  the  Director  of  the    -         -     570 

Missouri  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  appointing  an  additional 
judge  for  the,  read           .         .         -         -  565 
referred  to  a  select  committee     .         .         -  567 
reported  with  amendment          -         -         -^  573 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -  .574 
read  a  third  tinie,  and  passed  as  amended    •  575 
Money  paid  into  United  States  Courts,  a  bill  di- 
recting the  disposition  of,  read         -         -  678 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         -  678 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .  725 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  726 


u 


INDEX. 


lii 


liii 


% 


;i 


r 


Senate  Proceedings  and  Debalea. 


-  1  ;  P*8e 

MeCt'^ft  Archil»a,d,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
Je*entatr.*'8  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  re- 
ordered 


?  [^erred 
j^ljortcd  vrivhout  auicndmetit,  and 

o  a  thiml  reading  -         -  .  .  . 

a  tbl^f  time,  at(d  passed      ... 

ey,    Dvijcl,  and    Samuel   Ralston,  a  bill 

om  th<f  House  oi  Representatives  for  the 

,9  Relief  of  ^ead 

ltd  a  secorld  time,  and  referred 

l>orted  wijhout  amendment,  and  ordered 

I  to  a  thii^d,  reading  -  -  .         .  . 


'Xi^  a  thirditime,  and  passed 


imld  &  So|i8,  Mr.  i^mith  pre^!enled  the  pe- 
«  lition  of,  /ead  .  -  .  .  . 

McK^iticy,  Augjjstus,  and  Lazel  Bancroft,  a  bill 
J? from    thjei  House   of  Representatives    for 

1.  |he  relitjf  *)f,  read  : 

■fi-i^d  a  secoi^d  time  \  - 

fTfcrJxl  a  thiivljtime.  arid  passed      ... 
McI*jji^on,  Isav,  Mr.  Sitnith  presented  the  me- 
i  J  f  loriai  ai        .        '  . 

>f  ^rred  ta  .{  commi^ee      .... 
rt  of  »ajd  comm"ittee  thereon 

Ntn^f  (|cet,  pe^il^on  of  the  town  and  county  of, 
|eferred    '-..-.. 
ju  ^ili  for  Irilief  of  the  inhabitants  of,  read 
,;^i*ended,  a^d  committed    .... 

I orted  wfifh  amendments  .         -         . 

J  a  thicd^time,  aud  passed      ... 
I  Bank-,  h)etition  of  Jacob  G.  Koch,  and 
kthcrs,  prjtying  incorporation 
irred  to  fi  select  committee     ... 
|tij  said  coriimittee  discharged  from  the  fur- 
Irltier  conisl^leration  of  the  subject     - 
Natti^tzation,  .^.r.   Froriientin  offered  a  resolu. 
{ |ion  resA<|:ting  cctificales  of  -  . 

a\\  conoetning  evidence  in  cases  of,  read 

a  secsjrfd  time,  and  referred 

)rted  wiiiliout  amendment      .         -         - 

jefmitelo  |)ostponed  .... 

]slabli.'»h|uent,   appointment  of  a  select 

J  J' jommitl^'i  on  the   .         .         -         .         . 

Navi^  ion,  a  (til   to  cstiblish  a  system  of,  read 

NatW     bill  froni  the  House  of  Representatives 

!  \   aaking:3l)propriations  for  support  of  the, 

i*?e»J       '\ 

iJAd  a  scc*ijJ  time,  und  referred 

iorted  wi^out  amendment      ... 

lercd  to  ;^f  third  rf^ading  ... 

id  a  thiikb  time,  and  passed  uuanimoui^Iy 

[ri  Gailla|t'|-commuOieatcd  a  letter  and  sun- 

)ry  docuircnts  from  the  Secretary  of  the, 


Ordered  t«|  be  printed       -  -  .  . 

rijinotion  c^  Mr.  (».,  the  Secretary  of  the, 
'^as  direlcted  to  devise  and  digest  a  sys- 
ij^m   lor.  {he    bett,-r  organization    of  the. 


New 


>  l)epartnK|U   . 
^iiigland    ifississip^i  Lai 

*4uition  iyf«  Mr.    H^inter, 


..and  Company,  on 

the   memorial  of 

■Jfiie,  was  referred  Lo  a  select  committee    - 

t||<?  mcmori;^  ordere-'l  to  be  printed     - 

New  Vfleans  .i,*vigatioii  Company,  a  bill  from 

y^!'*^  Hous«j  of  Representatives  granting  a 

T4)t  of  gro^ind  to  the,  read        ... 

a  «ecviU  time     -         -         -         -         - 
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New  York,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for   the  better  organization  of  the 
United  8taXe  courts  within   the  State  of, 

read 643 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  .  645 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  693 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .         -  -     723 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  724 
Mr.    King  presented   the   memorial   of  the 

.Mayor,  Ac,  of,  referred  ...     665 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  a  certain 

portion  of  land  in,  read            ...     678 
read  a  second  time     -          -          .          .          .     679 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     688 
Nimmo,  Henry,  Mr,  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....     646 
Non-importation  Laws,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  more  effectually  en- 
forcing the,  read COO 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  601 
reported  without  amendment  ...  646 
postponed  to  next  session  ....     678 

O. 
Officers  of  the  Army,  the  Secretary  of  War  re- 
ported a  corrected  list  of  the  -         .         .     565 

P. 
Page,  Stephen,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     ...     663 
road  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -     675 

reported  without  amendment;  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  -  -  -  -  -691 
Parker,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Lacock  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  727 
Partial  Appropriations,  a  bill  from  the  House  ol 
Representatives,  making  certain,  twice 
read  and  referred    -  .  «      .  .  .     568 

reported  with    amendments,    read    a    third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended  .         .     568 

Patents  for  Useful  Discoveries,  a  bill  in  addition 

to  the  act  concermnj?,  read      .         -         -     571 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     572 

reported  without  amendment      ...     614 
the  third  reading  negatived         ...     623 
Patriota,  a  bill  from   the   House  of  Representa- 
tives for  relief  of  the  owners  of  the,  read      663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     67.''> 

reported  without  amendment,  and   ordered 

to  a  third  reading 691 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     692 
Patterson,   Robert,  and  others,  Mr.   Smith  pre- 
sented the  |>etition  of      .         .         .         .     667 
Pay  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  from  the  Houm?  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the,  read    .         .     692 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     693 
reported  with  amendments  ...     725 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     765 
Paymaster  General,  a   bill  to  fii   the  salary  of 

the,  Ac,  read 692 

referred  to  the  Military  Committee  -  -  722 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 729 

rend  a  third  time,  and  passed     •         •  -     735 

returned  tVom  the  House  of  Representative! 
with  amendment*,  and  concurred  in         -     767 
Pennsylvania,  a  letter  was  presented  with  a  new 

edition  of  the  laws  of     -         -         -         -     548 
the  President  transmitted  copies  of  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of     -      632,  680 
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Pensions,  to  the  widows  and  orphan.';  of  persons 
•Jain  in  public  and  private-armed  vessels, 
a  bill  from  the   House  of  Representatives 

Sriving,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment       -         .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Perry,  Oliver  H.,and  others,  a  resolution  expres- 

sive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant 

conduct  of,  read      ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  --.... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     ...... 

the  committee  discharged,    and    petition   re- 
ferred to  the  War  Department 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon  re- 
ferred    ---.... 

an  adverse  report  made       .... 

Piatt,  William,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Repre. 

sentatives  for  relief  ofi  read      -         .         . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading         ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Pitchlyn,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  three   times, 
and  passed     ...... 

Plater,  John  R.,  .Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  .... 

the  committee  reported,  and  were  then  dis- 
charged ...... 

Porter,  David,  .Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition 
of,   referred      ...... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         .... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

recommitted        ...... 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

Postmaster  General,  reports  of  the.  relatiTc  to 

clerks  and  contracts         .... 

Post  Routes,  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of 

Indiana,  praying  an  alteration  in  certain, 

in  said  Territory     .  .         .         -  . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives   to 

alter  and  establish  certain,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    . 
the    House    of    Representatives    concurred, 
with  amendment     ..... 

President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the,  &c. 

President's  House,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

for  repairing  the,  read     -  .  -  . 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

Printing  of  the  Senate,  .Mr.  Giles  submitted   a 

resolution  respecting  the 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  joint  resolution  reported,  and  read    . 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

amended,  and  concurred  in     - 
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Produce  and    Manufactures,  on   motion   of  Mr. 
Bledsoe,  the    Secretary   of  the    Treasury 
was  directed  to  furnish  a  digest  of  the  in- 
formation obtained  from  the  last  census,  of    573 
report  from  said  officer  in    reply  -  -     576 

Promulgation  of  the  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Horsey,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  general,  <Vr.  .  .  .  567 
Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gaillard,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  .....  735 
Public  ContracU,  report  of  the  SecreUry  of  War 

relating  to      -         -         -         .    '     .         .     706 
Public  Journals,  Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a   reso. 
lution  relating  to  the  distribution  of,  which 
was  twice  read,  ordered  to  a  third  reading     630 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         .         .     633 
Public  Lands,  a  bill  from   the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives giving  further  time    to   purcha- 
sers of,  to  complete  their  payments,  read     626 

read  a  second  time 627 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     629 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...     630 
Public  Ministers  and  Consuls,  a  report  from   the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  conformity 
with  the  act  concerning  ...     647 

Purchasers  of  Lands  in  .Mis.sissippi  Territory,  a 
bill  from  the  Houje  of  Representatives  ex- 
tending relief  to   certain,  read         .         .     736 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .         .     738 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     772 

Quarter  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  authorize  the  subdi- 
vision of.  read         -         -         .         .         .     735 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     738 

reported  with  amendmentji  .         -         .     759 

read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  post|>oned     774 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  with  the  House 

of  Representatives  respecting  a         -         -     537 
R. 
Rangers,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  continue  in  force  the  act   to  raise 
ten  additional  companies  of,  read     -         -     631 
read  a  second  time     -         .  .         .  .     633 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     634 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...     635 
Ransoming  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  to  prohibit  the  601 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  .  -  602 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .         -612 

the  committee  discharged  from  its   further 
consideration  .....     774 

Records,  .Mr.  Fromentin  offered  sundry  resolu- 
tions relating  to  the  establishment  of  a 
general  office  of      -         ...         -     547 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -     .567 

Rclf,  Richard,  and  others,  .Mr.  Fromentin  pre- 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred  -         -     622 

Removals,  from  one  county  or  State  to  another, 
being  one  of  Mr.  Fromentin's  resolutions. 
(For  which  sec  Records,  above.) 
Retaliation,  a  Message  from  the  President  on  the 

subject  of 767 

Return  of  Vessels  to  their  own  districts,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  pro- 
viding for  the,  which  have  been  detained 
elsewhere  by  the  embargo,  read       -         -     628 
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J  a  scconil  time,  and  referred  -         -     629 

fcrted  witj:Out  ainendnient      ...     6.34 
1  a  thir^l  Jime,  and  passed       ...     639 
j  Cutters*  a  bill  from  the  House    of  Rep- 
f  ^sentativ^s  granting  pensions  to  officers, 
i,if,c.,  scrviyg  in,  read        .... 

r*  I  a  secant!  time,  a.nd   referred 
ri^"^*"''  ^i^%  amcndiTientii  ... 

Tmp'i  a  third  time,  and  parsed  as  amended    - 
Richajiiii,  Georgfi,  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  pre- 

;  '.■^•ntcd  t^i*  memorial  of,  referred 

Rifles  fii,  a  bill  Irotn  the  House  of  Reprcsenta- 

I'  itjves  to  lajse  five  regiments  of,  twice  read, 

'  ^Jnd  referr*'d  ---... 

,.  i^rted  -Aiii^  amendments         .         .         . 

oiiired  to  a. third  reading  -  .         .  . 

'n  ;ip  a  third  "time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Rober  pi^  Jonath^jn,   appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

!j,egi8latu*e  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place 

,  ^i"  MichjtM   Leib,  resigned,  produced  his 

J  l.rredentis^,  &c.      -         •         -         -         . 

Robei'^i>n,   Cat^^^ine,  Nfr.  Leib   presented  the 

'Jl>etition  o^      -----         - 

Rodn*.  Cxsar   ii.,   Mr.   Roberts  presented   the 

Jijicmorial'of,  referred       .         -         .         . 

t0A  commjtiee  discharged   from  its  further 

v4>nsidcr'4«ion  ..... 

Root.AAjhraini,  ynd  others,  Mr.  Dana  presented 
J  fie  meriii-rial  of,  ceferred         ... 
Russfii;  Seth,  ^i.d  Sons,  n  bdl  from  the  House  of 


^  keprcse<i»aUve8  far  relief  of,  read    - 
ifiii  a  seCiJi,d  time,  and  referred 


3sle 


,UAu 

Jif^nt 


tS|v)rted  wr'hout  anoendment     ... 
riail  a  thud,  time,  and  passed     -         .         . 

Lucti(^«,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

itatireft  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties 

:*n,   read  [------ 

tajl  a  secMid  time     ..... 

ll^rred  to  4  select  committee     .         •         - 
Luorted  \f  i|hout  amendment      ... 
^ifi  a  thijd.  time,  and  passed     ... 
Sandi  iJoshua;  ,n  bill  frorn  the  House  of  Repre- 
^  ientativiesi  for  relief  of,  read     ... 
A.fJ  a  secrtid  time,  and  referred 
Sjorted  vijhout  amendment      ... 
i*,»-l  a  thii<d  time,  and  passed 
Satte>>White,  E»lT»in  T.,  u  bill  from  the  House  of 
y  j\epre8«n'ativcs,  fyr  relief  of,  read    - 
i^ijd  a  seciJud  time,  and  referred 
jjAorted  v\Uh   amendments         ... 
(rijered  t(>  k  third  reading         ... 
riitd   a  lh\T^  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Savaj;;^!  WUli£{m   H.,  a  bill  from   the   House  of 
1  |{eprc8c,njatives,  far  relief  of,  read    - 
rj-.ld  a  sec'Jijd  time,  and  referred 
rij-jorted  without  amendment      .         -         - 
i^'id  a  thijdjtime,  and  passed      ... 
Seanii(|,  Mr.  ^'r^mentln  submitted   a  resolution 

i|<A)eciing;  |he  future   employment  of 
Sena*  J^membfjrv  present   at  the  opening  of  the 

4iecond  *e*8ion  of  the       .         .         .         . 
ijjction  o|  *»  President  pro  tempore  of  the 
Aljournm^r^  of  the,  to  the   last  .Monday  in 
3  October,  read 
Shaii|(yi,  Geotg!?,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
^  Jesentatiws,  for  renewal  of  a  land  war- 
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Shannon,  George — continued.  Page, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -     723 
reported  without  amendment      -        •        .     725 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     774 
Shawneetown,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concerning,  read     ...     646 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     648 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         -     660 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...     685 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     686 
Sheep,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expeiliency  of  prohibit- 
ing by  law  the  exportation  and  transpor- 
tation of,  from  the  United  States     -         -     764 
ShotwelU  William,  «fcc.,  Mr.  King  presented  the 

petition  of      -         -         -         -        •         .     741 
Simmons,  William,  the  petition  of,  was  presented, 
praying  an  augmentation  of  his  salary  as 

accountant,  dec. 663 

referred  to  a  committee       ....     725 
Sinking   Fund,  report  of  Commissioners  of  the     623 
Smith,  Jonathan   S.,  .Mr.  Roberts   presented  the 
memorial  of,  which  was   referred  to  the 
Department  of  Sute       ....     649 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon      -     678 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  G.  P.  Stephenson         -         -         -     624 
Smyth,  Alexander,  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the 

.Military  Committee         -         -         -         -     571 
the  said  committee  discharged,  and  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War       -     623 
a  letter  from,  laid  before  the  Senate    -  -     637 

Specie,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of,  rend 

twice 773 

the  third   reading  negatived       -         .         .     773 
State,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of,  to  liqui- 
date certain  claims,  read         -         -         -     724 
read  a  second  time     .....     726 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     772 
Stephenson,  George  P.,  .Mr.  Smith  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred       ....     624 
the  committee  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration  .....     774 

Stone,  David,  of  >iorth  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  s<'at 544 

Stothard   and   Starkey,  .Mr.  Leib  presented   the 

petition  of,  referred         ....  559 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 

referred  to  that  on  Foreign  Relations       .  570 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        ....  613 

read  a  second  time     .....  614 
ordered   to  a  third   reading         .         -         .615 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  616 

Supreme  Court,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  proTidina:  a  hbrary  for  the 

use  of  the      -         -         .         -    '     .         -  645 
a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  library 

for  the,  read  ......  647 

read  a  second  time 649 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  -  661 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  .  661 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  687 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  689 
Survey  of  Coasts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the.  read  -  -  740 
read  a  second  time  .....  759 
indefinitely  postponed        -         -        .         .  776 
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T.  ^**'* 

Tait,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  motion  of,  a  select  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  so  much  of  the 
President's  .Message  as  related  to  foreign 
affairs  ---....  544 
Tatham,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  the 
report  of  the  SecreUry  of  War  on  the  me- 
morial ofi  was  read,  and  n-ferTeil  to  a 
■elect  committee     -  -         .         .         .     632 

■aid  committee  discharged,  and  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  MiliUry  Committee     -         .     G39 
a  bill   authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 

purchase  cerUin  models  of,  read      -         -     666 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         .     677 
indefinitely  postponed         ....     775 
Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  twice  reading  a  bill 

on  the  same  day     .....     733 
Teackle,  John,  Mr.  Goldslwrough  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretarj-  of 

the  .\«vy '     .     575 

report  of  that  otficer  thereon      ...     597 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ...     598 
an  adrerse  report  concurred  in   -         -         •     675 
Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represenla- 
tires,  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of,  read       663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         •     676 

reported  with  amendments  ...  679 
amendments  adopted  ....     682 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  686 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  concur  706 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference  •  706 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 

conference,  but  insist  on  disagreeing        -     738 
the  managers   report    modifications,   which 

were  agreed  to        -         -         -         -         .     740 
TTiompson,  John,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of 637 

Thorndike,  Israel,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  reftrred  •         -         -         .         .     722 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       -         -         -     737 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -741 
Thornton,   William,   Mr.  Brown  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....     723 

Toulmin,  Harry,  Mr.  Froinentin  presented  the 

petition  of      -----         -     673 

referred  to  a  committee       ....     677 

Treasurer  of  the    United   States,  the  President 

communicated  the  general  account  of  the     638 
Treasury,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in 

obedience  to  law     ....      571,622 

Mr.  .Mason  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 

the.  Department,  and  .Mr.  (lallatin,  &c.   -     600 
which  was  indetinitely  postponed         •         -     C31 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  issue  of,  read  -     638 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     639 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -     643 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     645 
Trott,  John  8.,  and  .Martin  Blake,  Mr.  Gore  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  -         -     639 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -         -         -     662 

U. 

Ulmer,  George,  Mr.  Vamuin  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the   War  Department     647 

report  therefrom  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee     663 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...     666 


Ulmer,  George — continued.                                     Page. 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         .  577 
indefinitely  jwstponed         ....  ggQ 
Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Anderson  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the,  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee        -         .         .         .         .  557 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read      ...  569 
read  a  second  lime 575 


recommitted 594 

reported  with  ain<>ndment8  ...     595 

indefinitely  postponed         ....     739 
United  Brethren,  Mr.  Giles   presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Society  of,  read,  <k.c.       -         -     635 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  a  report  from  the  As- 
sistant  Postmaster  General  on  the  subject 
of,  referred     ......     678 


Varnum,  Joseph  B.,  election  of,  as  President  ;pro 
tern,  of  the  Senate  ..... 
Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
authorizing  to  be  built  or  purchased  llie, 
therein  mentioned,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  attendance 
of  the,  in  his  place         .... 
Virginia,  a  bUl  from   the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  altering   the   time   for  holdaig  the 
district  t-ourts  in  the  district  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  v/ilhout  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 

Virginia  Military  Reservation,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Worthirigton,  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner ot  the  General  Land  Office  on  the 
survey   of  the,  was  referred  to   a  select 
committee       ...... 

Volunteer  Cor|)s,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, authorizing  the  President  to 
retain  in  service  certain,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
rejKjrted  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading        ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

W. 

Wabash,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, supplementary  to  the  act  concerning 
the  late  campaign  on  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
the  third  reading  negatived 
last  vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  postponed    - 
again  postponed  indefinitely 
Walkington,    George,   a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 

War,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedience  to 

law        -----         -      664,571 

Ward,  Richard,  petition  of,  read  and  referred    -     565 
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Wari  ,'Richan;->r<ontinu«Ml. 

^ilMor  ni'lef  of.  read  .  .         -         . 

laJ  leave  t,>  with<ir;tw  hii<  j)etitioo 

)(^See  y intents  and  I'xefut  I>iMct/rerie».) 
legion  Iiiljrary  Company,  Mr.  Morrow  prr- 

fenteiJ  (h^  petitioa  of,  praying  an   act  of 

Incorpoffilioii,  refcrre<l     -  .  -  . 

3ill  to  ii)c,)rporate  the,  r?a<J       -         .         . 
•%il  a  seci)i6il  time 
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ercJ  t(,  ■}  thirJ  n'adin!^  . 
J  a  tltihi  time,  a^J  passei 
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H.,  of  l^elaware,  appeared,  and 

|ook  hiH  xeat   -  - 

.4>4erh  of,,  i^n  the  bill  to  increase  the  l»ountT 
f  for  enh^tjnents        ..... 
Well^'Mary,  i|  full  from  ihe  H«use  of  Represent- 
jj  litivei*.  tojuatisfy  the  claim  of,  rea(i  - 
i^lj  ;i  »eroT(l  time,  and  referred 
r|>|orted  with  amendmentM 
di^  third  te|iding  negatived         ... 
Wha|l^n,  Jesat 'appointi'd  a  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
i  vcutive  oj    Tenne,i8ee,  in  place  of  G.  W. 
'  JJampbfll.  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 

•  |ial8,&<.j 

WhiHiJorias,  afld  otherj,  Mr.  Varnura  pre*ent- 

i  id  the  jH^itioii  of,  referred        ... 
Whiiliiy,  Johti.jand  Josvph  Uorr.  a  bill  from  the 

•  tiou^e  <>(jRopre^ijilatives  for  the  relief  of, 
^  ^ead  lwi«'j       -         - 
Vf\A  a  thi*-(l  time,  and  paj<sed      ... 

Widi*!^  and  (.)ifchan8  olf  Militia,  Ac,  a  bill  from 
;  jhe  Hoii>r  of  Representatives,  supplemen- 
I  ».ary  to  jlje  art  to  provide  for,  read 
:|-ld  a  second   time,  and  referred 
X^tponedl  U>  next  session  .... 
^ifietinitekv  p<i»tponcd  .... 

Will4fJ->8on,  /oliii   I'.,  and  Samuel  Rice,   a  bill 
J  from  thf  House  of  Reprci»entatived,  for  rc- 

J  Jief  of,  rtf'J    - 

£;4  1  a  seaofid  time  '  - 

i%^  a  thv*  time,  and  pa-ised     ... 

WilfXr*^,  Thomati,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
"   ior  relief  iof,  read     ..... 

t.>d  a  setnjiid  time  ..... 
|d  a  thirt-  time,  and  passed 
Wooicjji  Manwl^ictures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason, 
r  a.  resoJDt^n  was  adopted,  requesting  the 
I  ,l*reside,n4  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
J  be  laid  before  thq  Senate  a  statement  of 
I  ihe  valu(|  of,  <Scc. 

If      :;        Y. 

YeasMid  Naypion  amending  the  Embargo  bill 

t\  '    S  552,  653,  554 

i^Unaendfr^  the  House  bill  concerning  the 
^  regular;.ymy  -         -         -      595,  596,  597 

Njijthe  bilj  Jo  permit  the  final  departure  of 

}  Paul  Ciiiee,  &c. 

tin.;amend|r^  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
I  iation  o^fK:ertain  articles  .         .      602,611 

*i?the  thirii  reajifng  of  the  Mm.'         -         -     611 
wrtjthe  (in^ljpassage  of  the  bill  in  addition  to 

♦  the  act  a  Jowine  a  bounty  to  the  owners, 
f  Ac,  of  pi|i\iite  armed  veswels  .         .         - 

ti.  printing,  the  .Maryland  memorial    - 
liagreeiijii^  to  Mr.  Dana's  resolution,  call- 
ing for  tlji-  name.4  of  .\mencan  prisoners 
X  Jient  to  tceat  Britain  for  trial 
«ijamendir^  the  bijl  concernin?  limits  be- 

*  iween  Gitorgia  anil  .Mixsissippi 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page 

on  the  third  rsading  of  the  bill  to  satisfy  the 
claim  of  Mary  Wells       .... 

on  amending  the  bill  respecting  the  return 
of  vessels  to  their  own  districts 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn        .... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
(ieorgia  and  .Mississippi  ... 

on  the  final  pas.'iage  of  the  same  • 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  support 
of  the   Military  establishment 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  support 
of  the  IS'avy    ...... 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  better  organiz- 
ing, A,c.,  the  Army  .... 

on  amending  the  loan  bill  ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  enforce  the  non- 
importation act       ..... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Evans     . 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  for  calling  forth  the  militia 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
two  lotteries  in  Georgetown,  D.  C. 

on  po^itponing  the  bill  to  estabUsh  an  addi- 
tional .Mihtary  Academy  ... 

on  amending  the  same        .... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
the  owners  of  the  brig  Patriota 

on  postponing  the  bill  for  relief  of  Daniel 
McCauley  and  Samuel  Ralston 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  au- 
thorizing a  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delan  are  Canal 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
orgaization  of  the  I'nited  States  Courts 
in  the  district  of  New  York     ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  granting  an 
annuity  to  Mary  Cheevers       ... 

on  amending  the  bill  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  certain  officers  for  the  flo- 
tilla         

on  amending  the  bill  for  supplying  George- 
town with  pure  water     .... 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Israel  Thomdike     ..... 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for 
relief  of  Stephen  Girard  ... 

on  amending  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
for  calhng  forth  the  militia      ... 

on  the  final  pas.sage  of  the  same 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  establish 
the  ofifice  of  Comptroller  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments  .... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  specie         ... 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

SECOXD   StSSlO.t    or    THE   THIRTEENTH    C0!fURES8. 


A. 


Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  a  bill  to 
augment  the  compensation  of.  read  twice 
and  committed        •         •         .         •         . 
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Accounu,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    - 

Actual  Settlers,  sundry  petitions  presented,  pray- 
ing donations  of  land  to,  referred     - 

Adams,  John   Quincy,  correspondence  of,  with 

the  Secretary  of  State     ....  2089 

Additional  Rille  Corps.    (See  Riflemen.) 

Additional  Appropriations  for  the  service  of  1814, 

a  bill  making,  twice  read,  &;c.         .  -  2014 

read  a  third  tuiif.  and  passed       ...  2025 

returned  from  the  Senate   with    important 

amendments,  and  referred  to  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Mean."        ....  2027 

amendment*  rejected  ....  2030 

AdmiraU.  on  motion  of  .Mr  Richardson,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of       -  .  .   1502 

Advances  of  .Money  by  States,  on  motion  of  .Mr. 
Eppes,  amended  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Macon,  a  resolution  was  adopted  respect- 
ing          981 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
papers  from  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, relating  to  .....   1133 

.\gents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  .Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing, in  cacts  where  Commifsioners  of 
Loans  are  not  appointed  ...   ll.5() 

a  bill    authorizing  the  appointment  of,  for 

paying  military  pensions,  twice  read  -    1928 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1932 

Alexander,  .Mr.,  speech  oi,  on   the   bill    to  raise 

three  regiments  of  riflemen     ...   1163 

Allen,  Captain  John,  deposition  of,  relating   to 

the  conduit  of  the  enemy,  &.C.  ...  2292 

.\l8ton,  .Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  remarks  of,  on 

Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolution       -         -     897 
on    the    resolution     respecting    a    National 

Bank 1862 

on  the  resolution  concerning  Treasury  notes   1953 

American  Manufacture.-i,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McKim,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
digest  of,  dec. 935 

.\nderson,  Jasper,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Nelson,  the 
committee  on  the  petition  of,  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding for  officers,  «&c.,  entitled  to  bounty 
lands 1150 

Anderson,  Joseph,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  &c.    1913 

Archer,  Mr.,  report  of,  on  the  subject  of  interest     792 

remarks  of,  on  the  .Marylan<l  memorial         -   1218 

.\rmed  Vessels,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bnrwell,  the 
Committee  on  .Naval  .Xffairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  an  additional  number  of        -     796 

Army  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and 

supplying  the 1697 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...   1771 

reported  with  amendments,  read,  and    re- 
ferred    .-.-.--   1836 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1865 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -   1866 
the  Senate  concur  in  some,  and  disagree  to 
other  amendments  ....   1883 
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the   House  recede  from  all  except  the 

teenlh,  on  which  they  insist    - 
a  conference  asked,  and  agreed  to 
the  report  of  the  managers  adopted     - 
Army  Contractors,  Mr.  p"i?k,  of  New  York,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  concerning 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
the  committee   authorized  to  send   for 
son?  and  i>apers      -  -  .         . 

report  of  the  committee  laid  on  the  table  - 
.\rt»  and  Manufacture!",  a  letter  from  the  acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  tabular 
digest  of  -  -  .  .  . 
.Attorney  General,  .Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  reso- 
lution requiring  the,  to  keep  his  office  at 
the  seat  of  Government  during  the  ses 
sions  of  Congress  -         -         -         .         .     ^52 

agreed  to qs.*} 

a  bill  establishing  the  permanent  residence 
of  the  seat  of  Government,  read  twice,  and 
committed      -  -  .  .         .         -    1115 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2024 

B. 

Bainbridge,  Captain  William,  letter  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy    ....  2132 

Baker.  Ensign  Isaac  1..,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 

to  General  Winchester  -         -  -  -  2.315 

Balfour,  Robert,  a  prisoner,    a   correspondence 

concerning     ......  2237 

Bank  of  the  Melropolin,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the 

petition  of  the,  referred  ....   1059 
a  bill  to  establish  the,  read  twice,  <tc.         -   1773 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  .Mr.  Keed  sub- 
mitted a  resell ution    to    inquire   into  the 
number  of      -         -         -         .         -         .   1283 
adopted,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

directed  to  re{)ort    .         -         -         .         .  1284 
report  in  obedience  to  the  resolution     -         -   1587 

Barclay,  Colonel  Thomas,  British  Commissary 
of  Prisoners,  correspondence  of,  with  Gen- 
eral Mason    2106,2112 

Barker,  Joseph,  and  others,  .Mr.  Pickering  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -     812 

Barlow,  Joel,  correspondence  of.  with  Mr.  Rus- 
sell and  others         .....  2074 

Barnaby,  Richard,  deposition  of,  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland  .         .         -  2290 

Barnett,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  Tur- 

reau  letter 904 

on  the  resolution  concerning  Treasury  notes  1950, 

1952 

Barric,  Captain  Robert,  correspondence  of,  with 

General  Robert  B.  Taylor       -         -         -  2238 

Bassett.  Burwell,  on   motion  oi  .Mr.  Ep{>es,  the 
petition    of,    contesting    the    election    of 
Thomas   M.    Bayly,   was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  ....     805 
report  of  said  committee  thereon         -         -   1202 

Baylies,  Mr.,  remarks  of.  on  the  resolution  re- 

sf>ecting  the  coasting  trade      ...   1050 
on  the  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 

inhabitants  of  Nantucket         -         -         -   1121 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...   1662 

Bayly,  Thomas  M.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 791 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanaon's  second  resolu- 
tion         897 
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^iii  repoi-^ confirming,  in  his  seat,  adopted    1334 

nS.JMr.,  or»  j^otion  oj,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 

i  il'.c   La^Y^  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

--  'the  exMdiency  of  attaching  certain  lands 

I  \  to  the  d^trict  of  Canton,  in  Ohio    - 

Beai.-Wm.  I?tiit,  rejiort  on  the    petition    of,   re- 

•'    ferred  id  the  Committee  ol  the  Whole     - 

Beaat^v,  R.  t«^  correspondence  of,  with  Alex- 

V    ander  .VtcLeay  and  others        ... 

Beai<  iarchais,|jn  motii^n  of  Mr.  Burwell,  ail  the 

*    papers  iJL  the  ca»e  of  the  heirs  of,  were  re- 

I  iferred  voCthe  Ke%x»lutionary  Comniitlce     - 

Laid  comnjittee   were    discharged,   and   the 
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i  [Norfolk  ^ 
Beri^fd,    Loijil,    depos:tion 

i  ftnaesacrf  of  a  priooner     ...  -  2313 

Bigt^o^v,  Mr..  Bj^eecli  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  amend- 

f    ment  to  ^Mr.  Robierts's  resolution 
(Jmarks   oj,   on   the   bill    concerning   Nan- 
itucket    •         -         - 

jieech  o(,  i|»n  the  loan  bill  .         -         .         - 
Blu<« l.ights, .  yr.  Law  submitted   a   resolution 

4  nespectibg  the   use  of,   as  signals   to  the 

ijenemy    \         -----         • 

•|i|e  resolwHon  laid  on  the  table    -  .  . 

Bo«-*jp'lcr,  Lie^Jfenant  Colonel,  Charles  G.,  troops 

f.ofthe  ijjth  regiment  embarked  under 
Bonf  .iShadracc,  delegate  from  Illinois  Territory, 

I"  f  appear/t?^,  and  took  his  seat      ...     782^; 
Bonjifig  of  lt'l>clled  Goods,  a  bill   concerning,  l 

•     read  twi-e,  and  t»rdered  to  a  third  reading   1132  | 

.V«id  a  thit  J  time,  and  passed       ...   1134 
Boc^if  Uanid.ia  favorivble  report  on  the  petition 


1125 
1128 

2509 


■%\ 


of,  coioi-.itted 
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report  aibili    ...... 

f'bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
j  a  thini  itading        .  .  .  .  . 

iriaJ  a  thi:U  tune,  und  passed       .  .  . 

Boi/»)|iJ,  Anto.^ie,  dejw'^ition   of,   respecting   the 

/  I  niassacr  •  of  an  American  prisoner  - 

Boiifr?  to  oWrnr;*,  <Scc.,  of  "private  armed  vessels, 

£  [u  bill  ffi.Jii  the  Senate  in  addition    to   the 

^  I  act  all^vring  a  -         -  -         -  - 

"  vice  re*t).  and  referred       .  .         .  . 

•♦ported    >ith   ami  ndinents         .  .  - 

Jferred  to,another  committee     .  .  . 

rported,  tjfnended,  and  ordered   to   a  third 

^  ■  readmit  -    :     - 

.  Wad  a  thiiyl  time,  rind  passed  as  amended    • 

I  ^2e  Senatij  concurred,  with  an  amendment  - 

!  iijid  the  H'luse  agn^ed  to  the  amendment     - 

Bova^^•j,  Dr.  Uustavus  ,V.,  letter  from,  relating  to 
i  I  the  coh'iuct  of  the  enemy  after  the  disas- 
ter at  Frenchtown  .         .         .         . 

8,  John  M.,  of  Ntw  York,  election  of,  con- 
tested bv  Isaac  Williams  jr 
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Bradbury,  George,  of  Mts^achusettA,  apiKjared, 

and  took  his  seat 789 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

coasting  trade 1052 

Bradford,  Charles,  deposition   of,   respecting  the 

conduct  of  the  enemy  on  the  river  Raisin  2328 
Bradley,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of,  on  intro- 
ducing a  resolution  concerning  the  iail- 
ures  of  our  northern  armies     ...     819 
remarks  of,  in  reply  lo  Mr.  Troup        -         -     821 
OD  the  resolution  concerning  Army  contrac- 
tors         1232 

OB  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      -         -         -    1983 
Breckenridge,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 796 

Brevard,  Joseph,  a  bill  for   relief  of,   read   three 

times,  and  passed    .....  2010 
Bricks   and   Brick   Clay,  manufactures  of,  and 

from 262G 

Brigham,  Elisha,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ......     784 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments   -   1060 
Burrows  and  McCall,  Lieutcnantii,  a  resolution 
from  the  Senate   relative   to  the   brilliant 
achievements  of,   twice  read,  and  referred     818 
reported  without  amendment       ...     823 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     848 
Burwell,  Mr.,  on   motion   of,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Atlairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  armed  vessels     -         -     796 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  giving  an  in- 
creased bounty  on  prisoners,  6lc.     -         •  1805 

C. 

Cahoon,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1588 
twice  read,  and  referred     ...         -  1589 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted            1695 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .  1958 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2003 
Calhoun,  J.  C,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 783 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  Mr. 

Webster's  resolution       ....  828 

on  furloughs  to  Army  officers     ...  870 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolution  respecting  Tur- 

reau's  letter 890 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Hanson       -         -         -      893,  898 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments    -         -  930 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for   five  years'  enlist- 

menU    -         -         -         -         -         -         -  994 

remarks  of,  on  the  Naval  Establishment      -  1012 
on  the  right  of  expatriation         •         -  1097,  1098 
on  the  resolution  reKj)ecting  blue  lights        -  1127 
concerning  the  Niagara  frontier           -         -  1141 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  Mary- 
land memorial         .....  1221 

remarks  of,   in  explanation         ...  1227 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  riflemen 

bill 1261 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosvcnor  ....  1262 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill         •         -         -  1673 

on  the  bill  U>  repeal  the  embargo          1962,  1983, 

1989,  1990 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bul- 

ijon 2012,2013 
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Campbell,   Charles,   Mr.  FinJIey   presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  .... 

Canadas,  Mr.  Gaston  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  inexpediency  of  prosecuting 
military  operations  against  the 
the  motion  to    consider  was   negatived 
Cannon,  Moses  N.,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 
enemy,  &c.    .... 

Canton  District,  Ohio,  on  motion    of  Mr.  Bcall, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
attaching  certain  lands   to   the 
a  bill  to   that  efltct   twice  read,  and   com- 
mitted   ---.... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

Caperton,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ---... 

Castille,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed       ...... 

Castlereagh,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  .Mr. 
Russell  --.... 

a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
Cathcart,   Lord,  copy   of  a   letter   from,  to   the 
Count  de  Nesselrodc        .... 

Chandler,    F.  B.,  deposition   of,  respecting  the 

conduct  of  the  enemy,  &c. 
Chandler,   John,  Brigadier  General,  letter   from, 
to  Major  General  Dearborn     .         .  - 

Chaplains,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate   for   ap- 
pointing two,  concurred  in       -         -         - 
Chappell,  John  G.,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 
and  took  his  scat     -         -         .         .         . 
Chauncey,    Commodore    Isaac,    correspondence 
of,  with  Sir  James  L.  Yeo       .         .         - 
letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy     - 
Cheevers,  Mary,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1132 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole         -   113! 
the  adverse  report  disagreed  to.  and  the  Com- 
mittee   on    Pensions    and    Revolutionary 
Claims  ordered  to  rejKirt  a  bill  for  relief  of  1371 
a  bill   grant^ing   an  annuity  to,  read  twice, 
and  committed        .... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading    ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         -  - 

Chemical  Preparations,  manufacture  of      - 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Ingersoll   presented    the    petition    of  the, 
referred  ...... 

report  of  the  committee  thereon 
bill  to  authorize  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
the,  twice  read,&c.  .... 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

bill  referred  to  a  select  committee    - 
said  committee  also  discharged  ... 
Cheves,   Langdon,  election   and   address  of,  as 
S[>eaker  ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ... 

Chittenden,  Martin,  Governor  of  Vermont,  Mr. 
Sharp  submitted  resolutions  declaring, 
guilty  of  an  infraction  of  the  laws,  and 
requesting  the  President  to  cause  prose- 
cution to  be  instituted  against  him 
the  resolution  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  - 
Choctaw  Nation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
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Choctaw  Nation — continued  P^« 

tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  ofcsUblishing  a  hospital  some 
where  in  the  ..... 

Christmas,  a  motion  of  Mr.   Nelson,  to  adjourn 

for  a  week  at,  was  negatived   - 
Claims,  appointment  of  standing    committee  of 
Claims  of  Str.les  for  moneys  advanced  for  militia, 

report  on  the  subject  of  - 
Clark,  John,   Mid>hipman,  Mr.  Lovctt  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning  the  death  of  1229 
a  resolution  to  present  a  sword  to  the  near- 
est male  relation  of,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Clarke,  James,  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat           ...... 

Clarke,  Dennis,  the  report  in  favor  of,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  with  in- 
structions to  bring  in  a  bill     ... 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Clason,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of 
twice  read  and  referred       .... 

reported  with   amendments,  read  and  com- 
mitted   --..-.. 
the  amendments  reported  agreed  to    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ss  amended   -   1882 
Claxton,  Thomas,  Doorkeeper,  petition  of,  to  be 

allowed  an  assistant        -         .         .         .  1931 
a  report  on  the  petition  laid  on  the  table     -   1958 
two  dollars  per  diem  allowed  to  an  assistant  2005 
Clay,  Henry,  (Speaker,)  remarks  of,  on    the  ex- 
pediency of  appointing  a  committee   on 
that  portion  of  the    Message   relating  to 
cruisers,  &.c.  -         -         .         .         . 

address    and     resignation    of,    and    vote    of 
thanks  to       -         -         -         - 

Clerk's  Office,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
stale  of  the,  and  report  therein 
report  of  the  same      -         .         -         .         . 
authority    given    to    employ    an    additional 
assistant  .... 

Clerks  in  the  two  Houses,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ale  to  fix  ihe  compensation  of  the  - 
twice  read,  and  committed  ... 

laid  on  the  table  -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared   and  took 
his  seat  ...... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo 
Coasting  Trade,  Mr.  King, of  .Massachusetts,  sub- 
mitted sundry  resolutions  respecting  the 
Mr.  King  submitted  another   on  the  same 
subject,  which  the  House  agreed  to  con- 
sider     - 

and  after  consideration  adopted 
Mr.  Wood,  of  .Massachusetts,  also  submitted 
a  resolution  on  the  same  subject 
Cochran,  Robert  C,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of 

concurred  in  by  the  House  ... 

Cockburn,    Rear     Admiral,    correspondence    of, 

with  Commodore  Ciiarks  Stewart 
Collectors  of  Customs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crouch, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  compensa- 
tion paid  lo  -  ..... 
report  from  said  committee  ... 
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?ubia  Manufacturir^  Company,  the  petition 
lof,  referred  to  tht  Committee  on  the  Dis- 

Ijtrict  of  Polumbitt 1864 

Ji  jijill  to  inrorporate  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 

;|.mitlcd    -         -     : 1934 

.  |<«ported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  2010 
|>LJ  a  thirtl  time,  ajid  passed      ...  2015 
Cooi^Tce  and  ^tanufacture8,  appointment  of  the 

f  istandmaj  coiiiinitfee  of    -         -         -         -     784 

ConAAasioner  ')f  Loans,  of  Maryland,  a   report 

»^on  the  expediency  of  increasing  thecom- 

•  ^pensatioti  allowed  to  the  ...    1862 

Con|[tVsion8  g<anted  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 

the   TepijTt   of  th-s  Secretary  of  State   in 

•relation  to      - 2660 

Coii^i^ttee  of  Hicctions,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachu- 

isetts.  ta*icd  up  a; resolution  submitted  by 

^him  in  ^une   last  for  the  appointment  of 

•:the,  by  ^allot  ..... 

Jl^e  resoljyon  was  negatived       ... 

Coii^i»jlsory  s«,'rvicc  of  impressed  Americans,  6cc. 

iffits  accompanying  the  President's 

iK'^  showing    the   manner  in  which 


783 
786 


Co 


f^Documffi 
J  "Messaj^tt, 

T^war  is  Waged  by  the  enemy    ... 
Hfciock,  Mr.-  remark*  of,  on  the  bill  toencour- 

,^|ai;e  enlistment:* 

i*;|i  the  r?'%jlutions  concerning  the  coasting 
i  ••'  trade      ^  .....  . 

Cop^^d,  N.  ft'.,  Mr.  Webster  presented  the  pe- 

Vj-  tition  of  the  inhabitants  of.  on  the  subject 

I  ?^-  of  disUl^cd  spirits,  referred       ... 

Co^ui^t,  Mr.,  (if  New  Jersey,  made  a  report  from 

^,   'the  C<piijmittoe  of  Revisai,  Ac. 
Cof^KM,  Mk. (Macon  submitted  a  resolution  for 
<•  »  the  adjuurnment  of,  on  the  seventh  March 

,X  >  next 

♦^tncnded  by  changing  the  day,  and  referred 
to  a  juii;t  committee        .... 
jr^port  of  i-aid  committee  fixing  the  eleventh 
;  April, ,Ci)ncurred  in         -         -         -         .   1800 
?ie  Senate  concur/ed  with  an  amendment  -  2006 
;  ^i\e   eighteenth  April,  tixed  by  the  Senate, 
■  4  *  agree«l  fo 
'|ibill  fixir^g   the  tijne  for   the  next  meeting 

rj^  of,  twi.c»^  read      ' 

*||}^id  on  the  table         - 

•  ^e  day  aliered   to  last  Monday  in  October, 
.*  J  and  the^bdl  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
';^i^ad  a  thi^J  time,  ^nd  passed       ... 
Cijiip^tution,  ^r.  Pickens  submitted  a  resolution 

:•  I  to  am«tid  the     < 

:*rf-ferred  tn  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
'■  •K'solution  Jisagret^d  to        -  .  -  - 

^..'flr.  JacksOn,  of  Virginia,  submitted  a  reso- 
:j,  T  lution  t£i  amend  the  -  -  .  . 
.^riferred  trt  a  Comaiittee  of  the  Whole 
T(yr.  (jrurjy  submitted  a  resolution  of  the 
f  I  Legisfajure  of  Tennessee,  proposing  an 
Jr  P  anienditient  to  the,  committed  to  the  Com- 
^  I  mittet- .  f  the  W  hole  .... 
Coi(^itugeiU  E  ■  penses,  the  President  transmitted 

k\.  an  account  of  the 

C(iiNiover«ie«   between   States,   Mr.  Desha  pre- 
i  sented   a   memorial  of  the   Legislature  of 
I  Kentucky  on  the  subject  of    - 
,  i|;ferred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee    - 
^  I  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  deciding,  twice 
*  !  read,  .«nd  comm.tted        ....     183 
^•! 
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Cooper,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  Militia  Laws  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  ei|>ediency  of 
making  provision  for  paying  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  called  out  to  defend  the 
several  States,  dec.  ....     797 

Cooper,  Captain,  letters  from  to  the  Lieutenant 

Governor  of  Virginia      ....  2338 
Copper  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed    to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the,  of  the  United 

States 1860 

a  report  that  it  was   inexpedient,  concurred 

in 1877 

Costs,  <Scc.,  in    United  States  Courts,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  concerning  the     801 
Cotton,  remark.^  on  the  growth  and  manufacture 

of 2605 

Courtney,  John  T.     (See  Harrison,  Samuel.) 
Coxc,  Tench,  letter  from,  to  the   Secretary   of 
the  Treasury  on   the  subject  of  manufac- 
tures, &.C. 2572 

Crawford,  William  H.,  the  President  transmitted 
the  correspondence  of,  with  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  ...  1047 
papers  touching  the  reception  of,  in  France, 
transmitted  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  2096 

(Jrawford,  James,  a  bUi  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -   1370 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         -    1433 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment   1773 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    179H 
the  amendment  concurred  in      -  -  -    1804 

Creighton,  .Nfr.,    submitted    a  lesolution  on    the 

i>uhject  of  paying  the  militia    •         -         .     980 
Crimes  against  the   L'nited  States,  on  motion  of 
.Mr.   Ingersoll   the  Judiciary    Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing    more   ell'ectually  for 
the  punishment  of  ....     805 

Criminal    Intercourse   with  the   Enemy,   Naval 

General  Order  on  the  subject  of      -         -  2544 
Crouch,    Edward,   of  Pennsylvania,   elected    to 
supply   the    place   of  .Mr.   Groninger,  re- 
signed, app<-ared,  was  qualified,  dec.  •     782 
Crowninshicid,  Benjamin  W.,  a  billfor  relief  of, 

read  twice      ......    1957 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2003 
Cruisers  of  Powers  at  war  with  our  enemy,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clay  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed on  ao  much  of  the   .Message   as 

relates  to 785 

Crulchtield,  Major,  letter  from,  to  Governor  Bar- 
bour, of  Virginia    2338 

Culfee,  Paul,  (a  colored  man.)  Mr.  Wheaton  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
nierco  and  .Manufactures  ...     861 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  de- 
parture   of,  with    vessel,    dec,    to    Sierra 

Leone 1150 

read  twice,  and  referred      ....   1195 
report  of  the  committee   thereon  ordered  to 

be  printed 1265 

the  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived           -   1881 
Culpeper,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expa- 
triation  1096 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...   1358 
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Cumberland  Road,  the  President  transmitted  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject  of  the       ..." 

Cuthbcrt,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified  and 
took  his  seat 

Cutler,  Jervis,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

committed 

ordered  to  a.  third  reading  .  .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         - 

Cutts,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  debated  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  and  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims  - 


Page. 


-  1047 
J 

-  1248 

1696 
1958 
2003 


•  2006 


D. 


Dale,  Commodore,  a  bill  for  relief,  of  twice  read, 

and  committed 794 

reported  without  amendment,   and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 797 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     f^oi 
Dardin,  Amey,  on   motion  of  .Mr.  Gholson,  the 
petition  of,  presented  in  1 804,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on   Pensions  and  Rev. 

olutionary  Claims 849 

DaschkofT,  Mr.  de,  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

State     --.....  2087 

Davis,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  ......     812 

Dawson,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,   the   standing  com- 
mittees were  appointed  ....     783 

the  death  of,  announced  by  -Mr.  Eppes        .   19.34  | 
resolutions  of  respect  ....  1935  i 

the   Speaker  was  instructed   to  inform  the  ! 

Executive  of  Virginia  of  the  death  of     -  2003 
Dawson,    John,    deposition  of,    respecting    the 

massacre  of  prisoners      ....  2324 

Dearborn,    .Major    (Jeneral,    correspondence    of, 

with  the  SecreUry  of  War       -          -          -  23.54 
Debt  of  the  United  States,  the  Speaker  laid  before 
the  House  a  letter  from    the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  transmitting  a  revised  state- 
ment of  the    2019 

Defence,  facts  relating  to  such  manufactures  a? 

are  useful  or  necessary  to        -         -         -  2598 
Depredations  by  Soldiery,  .Mr.  Pickering  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning     -         -         .     814 
referred   to  the  Committee  on   Military  Af- 
fairs        815 

Desha,  .Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  rifle- 
men        1184 

remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  the  .Moravians   1577 
on  his  motion  respecting  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury Notes 1953 

Destitute  and  distressed  .\merican  Seamen,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  .Means  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
paying  the  transportation  of    -  -         -     813 

a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
make  an  additional   allowance  to  owners 
of  vessels  for  bringing  home,  twice  read   1862 
ordered  to  a  third   reading  -         -         -  2005 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2008 
Digest  of  Manufactures,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  a      -  -  2570 

Direct  Tax,  a  bill  to  amen<l  the  seventh  section 
of  the  act  to  lay  and  cx>llect  a,  twice  read, 

dec. 823 

reported  without   amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 855 


Direct  Tax — continued.  Pafe. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     855 
Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee  respecting    a   more 
equitable  distribution  among  the  States  of 
the,  referred -  1186 

Disabled  OfTicers,  Soldiers,  Marines,  dec,  Mr. 
Ingersoll  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing a  provision  (or  -         -         .         .     795 

District  Attorney  of  New  York,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sherwood,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  amount 
of  fees  and  per({uisites  to  the  -         -     936 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  for  the      -         .         .         .     784 

Documents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  OfBces  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  members  to  frank 
certain  ---...     788 

a   bill  to  that  effect,  read  three  times,  and 

passed    - 797 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  all  printed,  or- 
dered to  be  numbered,  dec.      ...     790 

Domestic  Distilled  Liquors,  a  bill  to  change  the 

tax  on,  was  indefinitely  postponed  .         .  2011 

Doyle,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed 1434 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  over 1876 

Duties  and  Drawbacks,  the  Speaker  laid  before 
the  House  a  letter  from  the  acting  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  1007 

Duties  on   Domestic   Spirits,   the  committee   to 
whom   the  subject  was  referred   reported 
the  inexpediency  of  altering  the  act  con- 
cerning   1878 

Dyes  and  Paints,  digest  of  the  inanufjcture  of  -  2590 

E. 

Earle,  Elias,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ......     805 

Earthquakes,  .Mr.  Hempstead  presented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  .Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, praying  Congress  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  sufferers  by  the  late,  referred   1534 


Elections,  appointment  of  the  Committee  of 

Elizabeth  City.  North  Carolina,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate    making,    the    port   of  entry    for 

Camden 

read  three  times,  and  passed       .         .         . 
Ellis,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         •         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

Ely,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ...... 

Embargo,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  to 
suspend  the   ..---. 
a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  repeal  or 
modification  of  the 
Mr.  Gaston  submitted  r\  resolution  to  repeal 
the         ...... 

the    (committee    of  Foreign    Relations  re- 
jwrled  a  bill   to  repeal   the,   which    was 
twice  read       ...  .         . 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
reported  to  the  House  after  much  debate     - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley  the  third  section 
was  struck  out  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
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Ei^^vgo— con{inueJ. 

«pii  which  ;be  Houte  refused  to  concur 
Jijdered  to/  third  leading  -  .  -         . 

\\iA  a  thit^  time,  snd  passed  ... 
jiTurncd  t\pm  the  i*enate  with  amendments 
m\c  amciid^icnts  of  the  Senate  agreed  to  - 
\'onfideji!*al  Message  from  the  President 
1  ^recoriimt  nding  an  immediate  - 
Sf-ierred  to  the  Coniniittee  on  Foreign  Rela- 

\  itions 

n  follow  the  proceeding's  on  the  bill  lay- 
ing an 

(See  Secret  Proceedings.) 
Enl.Br.ients,  a  ?»ill  for  encouraging,  6lc.,  in  the 
regular  £amy,  read  twice,  6cc. 
Y^ported  With   amendments,  and  ordered  to 
I  a  third  reading        -         .         .         .         . 
^»d  a  thirel  time  ..... 

fi^ijd  after  Iwig  debate  passed       ... 
iaiuriifd  frijm  the  Senate  with  amendments 
iiiendmejiM  disagreed  to  .... 
gp    Senat««    insist    and    ask    a   conference, 
I*  S»hich  ksSigreed  t»)  -         .... 
f^wrt  of  ;h^  managers  of  said  conference    - 
i»5  report  (Joncurrei-I  in       -         -         .         - 
tntiijiri'^e.  Bii  J,  account  of  the  engagement  of 
J  jthe,  wiihland  cat)ture  of  the  Britiah  brig 

Epp, 
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^»ne,  wiiwanu  ca^)ture  of  the  Britiah  brig 

•  jBoxcr    -J       - 

[>^'Mr.,  rcnjarka  of.on  Mr.  Hanson's  reso- 
lutions .?        -         . 

the  partial  apprnpriation  bill 
(Ct  the  resc^ution  respecting  blue  lights 
fc^ech  of,  'in  the  motion  to  print  the  Mary- 
^iand  meiiiorial         ..... 
#1^  the  loarr  bill  ..... 

£ii  the  National  Bank  .... 
fceinarks  ot  on  the  resolution  respecting 
J  Ypreasur^^  notes  ..... 
ilreply  to  Air.  Bassett  .... 
|4  the  bill  thing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 

•  j\ng  of  Cfyngress      ..... 
ErrorH^in  dosii:!  »tme  tracts  of  Land,  the  Com- 

'mittce  on   Public   Lands  were  instructed 
jto  inquire  into  thje  expediency  of  making 
'.provision  by  law  .'or  .... 

i)ill  to  iliit  effect  reported,  and  indefinitely 
postpone*!       .......  1957 

Eslii^tes  lor  tl'«  current  year,  the  Speaker  laid 

•  before  \hc  House  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
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if'rctary  ol   the  Treasury  enclosing  his 
Et4;»>|  David  F^,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 

w  :^nd  tookihis  scat    ..... 
Evafts;  Oliver,  :»  report  A) n  several   petitions  re- 
[  gating  toUhe  patont  rights  of  ... 

t.  Fisk  jirescnted   sundry   petitions  of  a 
i 


similar  ciiaracler 


:  f^ill  to  eirend  the  time  of  the  patent  right 
i>!of,  read  tjv  ice,  &^.  .         .         .         . 

'  ^Ipers  relalng  to  t^c  patent  right  of  . 
Exj)^*ition  of  ^Specie,  ^  letter  to  the  Secretary 
|J5L)f  the  'LreasurVi  from  the  presidents  of 
r^anks  inJiBaitimorc,  recommending  a  law 
■  A  sjrohibii 
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Faihk«  of  our  .Inns,  &i:.,  Mr.  Bradley  submit- 
X  'Ud  a  resilution  fbr  a  committee  to  inquire 
%  Tinto  the  Icauses  of  the,  on  the  northern 

^frontier    |       - 

i^eed  to,  ^nd  a  committee  appointed 
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Failure  of  our  Arms — continued.  Page, 

the  President  transmitted  a  report  from  the 

Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  .   1202 

a  resolution  submitted  by  .Mr.  .Miller  on  the 

subject  of,  was  rejected  ....  2030 
documents  relating  to  the,  transmitted  by  the 

President 2353 

Fanning,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed        .....   1123 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    1433 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1435 
Farmer,  Thomas,  .Mr.  Jackson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of.  referred 812 

Farmers'  Bank  of  .Alexandria,  a  bill  to  extend 

the  charter  of,  read  twice,  dec.  -         -    1187 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown, 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  &.c.      1836 
Farrow,  .Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  remarks  of,  on 
furloughs  to  the  army     .... 
pn  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments,  &.c. 
on  the  resolutions  concerning  the  coasting 

trade 

on  the  right  of  expatriation         ... 
on  the  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 

people  of  Niintuckct        ... 

on  Mr.  Hanson's  motion  relative  to  the  Tur- 

reau  letter      ..-,.. 

speech  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims   -         -  1850,  1895 

remarks   of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  a 

National  Bank        ..... 

on  the  bill   to  prohibit   the  exportation    of 
specie,  dec.      ..... 

Ferguson,   Hugh,    .Mr.   Ingersoll   presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  -  -  .  .812 

Finances,  report  from  the  Treasury  Department 

on  the  state  of  the.  referred     ...     876 
Findley,   Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   the  resolution   to 
appoint  the    Committee  of  Elections  by 

ballot 783 

on  .Mr.  Sharp's  resolution  -  •  -  -     861 

on  postponing  Mr.  Jackson's  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution           -         -         -  1198 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill           -         -         -   1334 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  a  Na- 
tional Bank 1942 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress      19.59 

Fine  .Arts  and  Sciences,  effect  of  the,  on  the  im- 
provement ol'  manufacture!     ...  2633 
Fire  Insurance  Company  in  .Alexandria,  a  bill  to 

incorporate  the,  read  twice,  &c.  -  -  1046 
a  bill  from  ihc  Senate  to  the  same  effect  -  1433 
read  twice  and  committed  ...    1435 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  .....    1767 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    •   1799 
Fishbury,    .Massachusetts,    Mr.    Keed    presented 

the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of         -    1695 
Fisheries,  benefits  resulting  to  the,  from  manu- 
factures   2597 

Fisk,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 

of  Isaac  Willidras,  jr..      ....     789 

remarks  of,  on    the  resolution  to  appoint  a 
Lieutenant  General         ....     858 

on    .Mr.    King's    resolution    respecting    the 

coasting  trade 1049 

on  the  resolution  respecting  blue  lights       .   1127 
on  the  motion  to  inquire   concerning  Tur- 
rau's  letter 1128 
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Fiak,  Mr. — continued.  Page, 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  three  regiments 
of  riflemen     ----..  1167 

remarks  of,  on  submitting  a  resolution  con- 
cerning army  contractors         -         -         .   1231 
on  the  National  Bank         ....   igss 

on  the  motion  concerning  Treasury  notes  -   1953 
Fisk,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  made  a  favorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Isaac   'V\illiams,  jr.     792 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharp's  resolutions        -     880 
on  furloughs  to  the  army    ....     87g 

on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution         -        .         -     883 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments    -         -     934 
on* the  right  of  expatriation         -         -         -   1096 
on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  bill  to  raise 
riflemen  ...         .         .         .         .  1263 

on  the  increased  bounty  on  prisoners  -   1806 

on  the  Yazoo  claims  ....  1852,  1908 

on   introducing  a  resolution  respecting  the 
execution  of  the  revenue  laws         -         -  2020 
Five  Years'    Enlistments,  a  bill  authorizing  the 
President   to  raise  fourteen  of  the   regi- 
ments for,  or  during  the  war,  read  twice, 
and  committed        .....     873 

a  bill  from    the   Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  same       -         -     900 
debate  on    the   bill    in   Committee    of  the 

Whole 981 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 1092 

read  a  third  time,  and  debated    ...   1099 
final  passage  of  the  bill,  as  amended  •          -   1113 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  disagreement, 
and  the  House  receded  -         -         -          -   1114 
^lags,   &.C.,  on   motion  of   Mr.   Seybert,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into   the 
expediency  of  collecting  and  preserving 
the,  captured  from  the  enemy           -         -     796 
a  report  from  said  committee      ...   1237 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to            -         -    1241 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  pres- 
ervation of  the,  read  twice,  dec.        -         -   1243 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -          -    1958 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2003 
Flax,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of  -         -         -  2687 
Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  President  to  cause  to  be  built    -  1433 
read  twice,  and  committed           ...   1435 
reported    without   amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted     1471 

reported  with  amendment  -         -         -   1800 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1803 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -  -   1804 

Flotilla,  a  bill  from  the    Senate  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  certain    officers    for  the, 
service  -------  2003 

read  twice,  and  referred      ....  2005 

reported  without  amendment,  and  committed  2009 
Af^n  reported,  and  ordered  to  third  reading  2015 
rcaua  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2019 
Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  Committee  on     785 
Foreign  Gold  Coins,  communication  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  'I'reasury,  on  the  subject  of  2650 
Foreign  Intercourse,  a  .Message  from  the  Prcsi. 
dent   transmitting  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  of  the  expenses  of, 
with  numerous  documents      ...  1284 
Foreign  Licenses,  Mr.  King,  of  .Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  touching       -         -  2020 
resolution  rejected      .....  2022 


Page. 
Foreign   Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  concerning  the 
use  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States  by,  read  twice,  &,r.       ...   I837 
Forsyth,  John,  of  Georgia,  appeared   and  took 

his  seat 790 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  further  time 

to  purchasers  of  public  lands  -  .  -  1234 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...   1599 

on  the  Yazoo  claims 1890 

France,  Mr.  Hanson   submitted  sundry    resolu- 
tions respecting  our  relations  with  -         -     809 
which  were  laid  upon  the  table  -         -         -     812 
Mr.   Hanson  withdrew   the  above  and  sub- 
mitted two  others 888 

the  first  of  which  was  agreed  to  .         .     890 

the  second  resolution  negatived  -         -     900 

Mr.  Roberts  renewed  the  resolution  of  Mr. 

Hanson 901 

which  was  agreed  to,  after  debate  -  -  927 
Mr.  Gaston    submitted  a  resolution    asking 

information  touching  our  relations  with  -  2016 
which  bill,  slightly  amended,  was  agreed  to  2017 
a  Message  from  the   President  transmitting 

a  reply  to  the  resolution  ...  2027 

papers  transmitted  by  the  President,  concern- 
ing our  relations  with,  (Appendix)  -  2061 
Franklin,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 

and  toek  his  seat 783 

French  Decrees,  on  motion,  of  Mr.  Webster,  the 
Message  of  the  last  session  transmitting 
a  reply  to  his  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 825 

Frenchtown,  .Maryland,  account  of  the  pillage 

and  destruction  of  ....  2287 

Fruit,  digest  of  manufactures  from     ...  2591 
Furloughs,    Mr.    Grosvenor   submitted    a    reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  -         -         -         -     86J7 
which  was  laid  on  the  table         ...     871 
the  resolution  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to     873 
G. 
Gaete,  the  Duke  of,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

Count  of  Sussy 2072 

Gaston,    William,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat  .....  787 
speech   of,  on    .Mr.  Pickens's  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution  ....  835 
on   the  amendment  of  the  same,  as  to  the 

mode  of  choosing  electors,  &c.         -  -     851 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution  -  887 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolution  -  -  -  899 
on  his  proposed  amendment  to  that  effect  bv 

.Mr.  Roberts '-922 

on    his     own     resolution     concerning   the 

Canadas         ......   1054 

in   reply  to  the  Speaker's  remark  as  to  the 
rules  of  the  House  ....   1055 

on    the    bill  to    prohibit   the    ransoming  of 
vessels  -         -         -         -         -         -         -11 35 

speech  of,  on  the  .Maryland  memorial  -         -   1220 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  -         -         -   1227 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....   1542 

on  his  resolution  to  repeal  the  embargo        •   1866 
remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims  -         -  1921 

on  the  National  Bank         ....  1945 

on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  our 
relations  with  France     -         -         -         -  2016 

General  Court  Martial,  proceedings  of  the,  in  the 

case  of  General  Hull       ....  2536 
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r»|l  Land  C^ce,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 

•  House  ajlctter  frpm  the  Commissioner  of 

•  Sthe  -J 

^1  motion  jpf  Mr.  ji^attimore,  the  Commia- 

•  jiioner  of  ,lhe,  wag  directed  to  report  con- 
J-^eming  (fcrtain  purchasers  of  lands  it)  the 


Page. 


818 


#xMi8«i8«ip|)i  Territory 
^tort  of  thr  said  Cijmmis 
Georl^iown,  1)»C,  a  hill  fro 


G 


ecr 


J  hill  from  »^e  Senate  to  incorporate  a  com- 
*|iany  to  supply,  with  pure  water 
^-d  twice,  lind  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
j;id   a   thi»vl   time,    slighliy  amended,  and 
—  assed    -/       - 

,  Mr.  I'roup  presented  the  petition  of 
undry  p«»rsons  in.  reppecting  the  improve- 
^  Qent  of  i}iternal  navigation,  &c.,  referred 
5  i.o  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
^^ motion  (if  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of 
*  ^ommer'e  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
^ijjtructed  (»  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
^Vontinuiiig  in  force  the  act  declaring  the 
Jrjisisent  oflCongre-.s  to  an  act  of  the  State 

yf        -J      - 

I^ill  to  ihUt  effect,  (embracing  Maryland 

Iso,)  r^ail  twice     - 
^See  Maryland  and  Georgia.') 

f"^ill  from  |he  Senate  to  the  same  effect 
^d  twic«r,;and  conomitted  .         .         . 

^  fjill  to  rifwvc  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
i^rantinghhe  ass<jnt  of  Congress  to  an  act 
;.of  the  ^ate  of,  concerninff  the    harbor- 
^fnaster  ^rtd  health  officer  of  Savannah,  and 
'St.  Marj>!,  twice  :read,  and  committed 
>n,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
.^of  Johv  Taliafento,  contesting  the  election 
ffof  the  fiitiing  member,  Mr.  Hungerford    - 
^^arks  ol!   on   Mr.  Pickering's  resolution 
concerning  the  (tepredationa  of  soldiers    - 
i£  the  rei^ution  respecting  furloughs 
k^ech  of,  J)n  .Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
^Ation  ('Iij^eau's  ^tter)     -  -  -  - 

^(•Oiarks  of  J  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
^'Ntval  Establishment      .         .         .         . 
^,1  the  Scn*tc  amendment  to  the  bill  to  raise 
:  riflemen;         ....  1259, 

til  the  V»Zj)0  clainM  -         -         -  1911, 

Gibf^v,,  Jacob,  tietter  from,   respecting  the  de- 
»istructicn; committed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
^;Easterrj  cibore  of;  .Vf  aryland 
GimJi  Stephen,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
•;and  orde|ed  to  a  third  reading 
>T,jid  a  thifi^  time,  and  passed      .  .         - 

%\f  petilio^  of,  respecting  hit  ship  Mon- 
ic.*ie8quiea,-referreU  -  -  -  -  - 
%-i  adverse  report  concurred  in  - 
^fr  rnemotijil  of,  for  remission  of  penalties 
Jtand  foritjtures  .  .  .  .  - 
Glas^^ 

bill  to  pro- 
twice,  &.C 


2003 
2005 


Gh< 


-  2298 

1864 

1864 

1811 
1957 

2555 
2628- 

1948 
2014 
2018 


Jjjiefinitelyjpostponcd 
Gol.^:%ilver,  a:i(?  the  fin;.'r  miied  metals,  raanu- 

Mcturea  ifroai        ° 2614 


Rsioner  in  reply 
.'-,--    ■---  from  the  Senate  au 
^horizingttwo  lotteries  in          -         -         ' 
«d  twice.  Jtnd  referred      -         -          .         . 
j.orted  wi|hout  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted -i 1928 


1200 
1234 

1913 
1923 


-  2008 


844 


1150 


-   1913 

1929 
1932 


1008 


790 

814 
869 

894 

1011 

1260 
1918 


Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat    •         •         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  printing  the  Mar^-land  me- 
morial     1209, 

on  the  Senatt!  bill  giving  increased  bounty 
on  prisoners  ---.-. 
Government,  a  bill  for  support  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  . 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 


-  1143 

1211 

1806 
1585 
1832 
1853 
1883 

-  2079 


Graham.  John,  letters  from,  to  Mr.  Rusi^ell 

memorandum  of  the  conversation  of,  with 

Mr.  Baker %  2079 

Grain,   importanco  to  the   farmer  of  manufac- 
tures from      -         -      •  -         -         -         .  2592 
Great  Britain,  a  message  transmitting  a  corres- 
pondence on  our  relations  with        -         -     855 
copy  of  the  papers  communicated        -         -  2083 
Greenwood,  Jonathan,  deposition  of,  respecting 

the  conduct,  of  the  enemy,  Ac.         -         -  2291 
Grosvenor,  .Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharp's  re- 
solutions          860 

on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  fur- 
loughs   866 

in  defence  of  the  same        ....     808 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  WrightV  resolution           -     883 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
tion         897 

on  the  letter  of  Turreau      -         -         .         -     903 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  amendment  to 

.Mr.  RobertH's  resolution  -         -         -  916,   1128 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Roberts     -         -  1129 
speech  of,   on   the  bill  to   prohibit  the   ran- 
soming of  vessels    -  -  -  .  .   1137^ 
on  the  Maryland  memorial          -           1212.   1222 
remarks  of,  c^n  the  Senate   amendment  to 

the  bill  to  raise  riflemen  -         -  1269,   1261 

on    the    resolution    respecting    a   National 

Bank 1942 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo         -         -   1986 
on   the    bill    to   prohibit   the   exportation   of 
gold  and  silver  coin,  Ac.  -         -         -  2013 

Grundy,  Felix,  of  Tennessee,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 784 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expatriation        -   lOS.'S 
on  the  Nantucket  bill          -         -         -         -   1115 
on  the  blue  lighu  retiolution        ...   1126 
on  the  resolution  concerning  army  contract- 
ors   12314 

on  the  bill  for  ihi:  return  of  vessels  to  their 

own  districts-  .....  1251 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....  1532 
remarks  of,  on  the  Varoo  claims  -         -   1856 

on    his    resolution    respecting    a    National 

Bank 1942,   1944 

on  the  resolution  respecting  Treasury  notes   1949, 

1952 
on   the    bill   fixing   the   time   for   the    next 

meeting  of  Congress  -  .  .  .  1959 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the   exportation   of 

specie,  &c. 2017 

Guenin,  J.  B.,  a  prisoner  on  board  an  English 
ship,  the  memorial  of,  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  Slate 806 

H. 

Hale,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  remarks  of,  on 
the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,  «&c. 2013 
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Hall,  William,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  - 

Hall,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolu- 
tion concerning  army  contractors    - 
on  the  hill  attiching  certain  lands  to  the 
Canton  district       ..... 
on  the  Vazoo  claims  ..... 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo 
Hallowell,  Edward,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed        .         -         .         .         - 
Hamilton,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed        ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Hampton,  Virginia,  outrages  committed  at 

letter  to   the   eilitor   of  the  Richmond   En- 
quirer, on  the  outrages  at         -         . 
Hampton,    General    Wade,    correspondence   of, 
with  the  Secretar\-  of  War      -  .  - 

Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Webster  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  ....... 

Hanson,  Alexander  C,  of  Maryland,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat    -         -         .         -         . 

speech  of,  on  introducing  resolutions  respect- 
ing our  relations  with  France 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Epjjos         .... 

on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution 

on  his  own  resolution  respecting  Turreau's 
letter 

in  reply  to  .Mr.  Roberts       .         .         .         . 

on  his  amendment  to  .Mr.  Roberts's  resolu. 
lion        -         - 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial    - 

remarks  of,  on  submitting  another  resolution 
concerning  the  Turreau  letter 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  return  of  ves- 
•els  to  their  own  districts         ... 

on  the  loan  bill 

Hargrove,  Captain  William,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  exf)ediency  of 
compensating,  «Scc.  .... 

Harris,  Thomas  K..  of  New  York,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Shipherd,  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions was  instructed  to  inquire  concerning 
the  title  of,  to  a  seat        .... 

affirmative  report  of  said  committee  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

concurrence  reported  and  confirmed  by  the 

House 

Harrison,  Major  General,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 
to  the  Secretary  of  War 

comispondence  of,   with    the   Secretary   of 

War 

Harrison,  Samuel,  and  John  T.  Courtney,  a  re- 
port on  the  petition  of,  refereed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy     .         -  -         - 

report  of  said  oflicer   ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

H.isbrouck,  Abraham,  of  New  York,  appeared 

and  took  his  seal    -         -         -         -         - 

Havre  dc   Grace,  an  account  of  the  conduct  of 

the  army  at 

Hawes,  Aylett,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 
bis  seat  ...... 

Hawkins,  Joseph  H.,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  certificates  of  the  elections  of,  in 
place  of  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  re- 
signed, referred       .         .         .         - 


'age. 

812 

-  1232 

1244 
1852 
2001 

1957 

2004 
2026 
2330 

2340 

2401 


844 

783 

808 
810 
886 

890 
901 

913 
1225 

1236 

1268 
1371 


856 


804 

823 

1859 

-  2317 

2:)e6 

1869 
2026 

791 
2302 

804 


-  1923 


Hawkins,  Joseph  H. — continued.  Page, 

appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  -   1928 
remarks    of,  on    the   resolution   respecting  a 
National  Bank        -         -         -  1954,  1955 

Hay,  John  1).,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed 1985 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...  2023 
Hemp,  digest  of,  the  manufacture  of           -         -  2588 
Hempstead,  Edward,  delegate  from  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, appeared,  &c.       ....     792 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  titles  to    lands  in   Louisiana  and  Mis- 
souri Territory 1832 

Henderson,    Frisby,   affidavit  of,   in   relation  to 

pillage,  &c.,  by  the  enemy      -         -         -  2286 
Henrick,  Brigantine,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson, 
the  claim  of  the  Danish  Government  for 
restitution  in  the  case  of  the,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims    -         -         -     803 
a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  make  resti- 
tution for  the,  read  twice,  fee.  -         -   1957 
Highwassoe,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  letter  from 

the  I'nitcd  States'  agent  at,  referred        -  1876 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 

and  committed 863 

Hoffman,  Lieutenant  Robert,  of  the  Navy,  certi- 

cate  of,  in  respect  to  impressed  Americans  2278 
Hogan,  Michael,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       -         -         -         -         -812 
a  bill  to  compensate,  read  twice  -         -     818 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...   1244 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...   1252 
Hook,  Moses,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to,  read  twice    ....     806 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     818 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         -         •     823 
Hopkins,   Samuel   M.,  of  New   York,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 1123 

speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  concern, 
ing  losses  on  the  Niagara  frontier   -         -  1140 
Horner,  Maria,  Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  the  peti. 

tion  of,  referred 812 

Horses  of  Volunteers,   &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Desha,  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  for,  lost  on  the  Canada  expedition     790 
a  bill  allowing  compensation  for,  <Su:.,  read 

twice,  and  committed      ....     844 
reported   amended,  and  ordered   to  a  third 

reading  ....--  2019 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  2019 
House  of  Representatives,  members  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the  ....     781 

adjournment  of  the    .....  2031 
Howell,  Nathanial  W.,  of  New  York,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat    -         .         -         -         -  1123 
Hughes,  Joseph  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

and  committed 2019 

Hull,  Brigadier  General,  trial  of,  by  general  court 

martial 2524 

Humiliation  and  Prayer,  resolution  and  procla- 
mation, appointing  a  day  of  -  -  -  2673 
Humphreys,  Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Tennessee,  praying  that 
certain  land.s  may  be  set  apart  to  satisfy 
warrants  issued,  Sec.,  referred  -         -     889 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  .         -         -         -   1354 
Hungerford,  John   P.,  election  of,  contested   by 

John  Taliaferro 790 
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Huaitierford,  John  P. — continued. 


report  of  tHe  Comaiittee  of  Elections  in  the 

^  ca«€  of,  tead }200 

lie  said  report  disagreed   to  by  the   House  1201 

'i'cUion  of  ihe  House  confirming,  in  his  seat  1471 

niitSriJ  Territoiiy,  abill  'o^fi""™'"?  certain  claims 

€.  to  land  iji,  read  twice      ....   1370 
SfJ^red  t<j  a  third  reading  -  -         .         .   1863 

^k  ad  a  thirf  time,  pnd  passed  •  .  .  1864 
^oturned  jrfm  the  Senate  with  amendments  2019 
^^ad  and  concurred  in  -  -  .  .  2022 
|l  report  on,  the  resolution  of  sundry  inhabi- 
t  -  tants  of  J. 

Impl^dtions.  ihii-  Speaker  laid  before  the  House 
^  a  letter  t^om  the  acting  Secretary  of  the 
^  Treasuryt  containing  two  statements  of, 
<  'in  Amerijan  and  foreign  vessels,  for  one 

i   year,  «Su:5       - 

iijill  from  |he  Senate  to  prohibit  certain  - 
Kv  ice  read,  »ind  referred  .... 
^  "Message;  Srom  the  President  in  relation  to. 


Hoiige  Proceedings  and  Debates. 
Page. 


Page. 


:  Ingersoll,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  the  support  of  disu- 
bled  officers,  soldiers,  and  marines  -  .  795 
■peech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  post 
office  patronage       ....    y64^  jj^g 


1923 


873 
1199 
1229 


855 


0000 


801 


I   and  expojtations,  referred        .         .  .    1934 

Imp<|l4  and  Toiinage,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim 
^  the  Conji-iittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
^  jDstructc<«  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
^  i  iof  tmenid|ng  the  jaws  laying  and  collect- 

'  'Ing  diilfoj  on 

Impr  Fued  Sea»u  n,  reasons  assigned  by  the  Brit- 

;  jsh  Adn;i|alty,  for  refusing  to  discharge  - 

Inco(  (fjraled  I3a|k8,on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  the 

Commitj<^>  of  Wcys  and  Means  were  in- 

jitructed  t^  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

iiulhoriz;!^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

io  permit:  any,  to  discount,  &r.,  without 

(.tamps,  ou  certain  conditions - 

Incie^tk-  of  the  ..■«;rmy,  report  made  to  the  Senate 

,.  i  f7  '^*  ^cfretary  nfWar  in  relation  loan  2349 
Indi»|ii Lands,  hp  motion  of  Mr.   Rhea,  the  Ju- 
f  iliciary  Cjmmilte*  were  instructed  to  in- 

I  quire  into^he  expediency  of  extending  the 
laws  of  ihv'  United  States  to,  ice.  - 
'.Titles,  ^^.  Rhea  also  presented  sundry 
(esoiutioji ,  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennes- 
]  tee,  conuefning  the  extinguishment  of,  re- 
.  ierrtd    -   ; 

Indiana:  TerritoH..  the  Spaker  prcsenterl  the  pe- 
sl^tion  of  lije   Legislature  of,  praying  pay- 
Ji^ient  of  thfcir  milicia,  referred - 
•ail   JenniBfJs   presented   a  jietition  of  the 
l^me,  rchptcting  the  judges  of,  referred 


806 


1233 


813 
1123 


%'}  ^'  '''*'|  P''*''Pn**J  another,  protesting 
|ijgain8t  cc.tain  acU  of  the  Governor  of    -   1213 

al'.^il  to  defiije  more  explicitly  the  duties  of 
fijie  Genetrjl  Court  of.  read  twice  andcom- 
Jipitted    -   }     -        ■ ,._..j4 

r*,x>rted  wjt^.out  amendment,  recommitted    1865 


ri:^><)rted  will?  amend<iient,  and  referred 


'"y" 


^.  _-.  _._ 1877 

c^mittee  discharged  from  its  further  con- 

tj^ideration  '     - 1951 

Uhird  renting  of  the  bill  rejected    -         -2002 
fll  toestajblish  the  mode  of  laying  off,  into 
Kstricts,  iitc,  twicp  read  ...    1333 

TiLi  a  third  ime,  anl  passed       -         .  .    1433 

lufanvf^.   on  mojion  of  .Mr.  Wright,  the  mili- 
ary committee  weire  instructed  (o  inquire 
tttto   the  .(^pedicn^y   of  authorizing  the 
jyeaiileni  y>  change  any  portion  of  the, 
JtYto  artillt'riT  men  •         -         .         .         -     801 


951 
1002 
1016 
1405 

I80I 
1856 

1960 

1959 
1960 


in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster 

on  the  bill  for  five  years'  enlistments  - 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton    .... 

on  the  loan  bill 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  vessels  -         -         .         . 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  -         .         .         .         . 
en  the  resolution  concerning  a  general  tariff 
of  duties         ---... 
Ingham.  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 
a  regular  tariff  of  duties 
remarks  of,  in  defence  of  the  same     - 
Inland   Navigation,  .Mr.   King,  of  North   Caro- 
lina, presented  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habiuntjj  of  that   State,  praying  the  aid 
and  patronage  of  Congress  in  opening  an, 
between   the   Chesapeake   Bay    and    St. 
.Mary's  river  in  Georgia,  referred     - 
a  similar  petition   from   inhabitants  of  Vir- 
ginia, referred  to  same    -         -         -         . 
a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of  Geor- 
gia, referred  to  same        -         .         .         . 
a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of  South 
Carolina,  referred  to  same       ... 
Mr.  Murfree  presented  a  second  petition  of 

the  same  tenor  from  North  Carolina 
Mr.  Macon  presented   a   second  petition  of 

the  same  tenor  from  Georgia  . 
the  Speaker  presented  a  second  one  on  the 
same  subject  from  South  Carolina  - 
Instruments  and  Agents  of  .Manufactures,  a  dis- 
sertation on  the 

Insurance  Company   in   Georgetown,   D.  C,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  an,  read  twice,  Ac.     . 
Interest,  Mr.  Arther  made  a  report  on  the  sub- 
ject of 

Internal  Improvement,  Mr.  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, submitted  two  resolutions  on  the 

subject  of 

Internal  Resources.  Mr.  McKim  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  -         .         .         .         . 
Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read, 

and  committed 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 

Iron,  digest  of  the  manufacture  of    - 

Island  o(  New  Orleans,  a  bill  supplementary  to 

the  act    for  ascertaining  titles  to  land  in 

that  part  of  Louisiana  west  of  Misswsip- 

pi  river  aiid,  read  twice,  «Scc.    - 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading J957 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         .         .  2003 
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Jackson.  John   G.,  of  Virginia,  appeared,   and 

took  his  seat  --.... 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expatriation      - 

on  the  blue  light* 
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Bouse  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Jackson,  John  G — continued. 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution          

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
same      ---.... 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -         -         -         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  lime  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress 
Jail  in  Alexandria,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

for  building  a,  read  twice.  <fcc. 
Jefferson  College,  .Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  the  trustees  of  the.  referred 
report  of  the  committee  thereon 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  delegate  from  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, appeared,  and  took  his  seat  - 
Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  ...... 

Johnson.  Richard   M.,  of  Kentucky,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat     -         . 
Johnson,  Joseph,  the  petition  of  referred  - 
JudgmenU  of  Record,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were   instructed  to  revise  the  laws  con- 
cerning, as  evidence,  &c.         ... 

Judicial  Courts,  ttfe  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary were   instructed   to  inquire   into  the 
expediency    of   amending    the    act   con- 
cerning ...... 

Judicial  System,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the 
Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 

the 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  read,  and  com- 
mitted --..... 

indefinitely  postponed        .... 

Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the       ...... 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  D.  C,  Mr.  Lewis  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the.  referred 
an  adverse  report  on  the  same  concurred  in 

K. 

Kelly,  William,  a  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections  that,  is  not  entitled  to  his  scat, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     823 

Kennedy,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat         -         -         •     784 

Kentucky,  Mr.  Desha  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  the 
payment  of  their  militia  •         •         •   1056 

Mr.  McKee  presented  sundry  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  -         -         •         •         •   1135 

Kenzie  and  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of  Claims 

reported  on  the  petition  of       ...     819 
their  report   referred   to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole 1819 

Kerr,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  instructing  the 
.Military  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  amending,    relating  to    the 
service  of  militia    .....     801 
the  resolution  adopted         ....     802 

Kilbourn,  James,  of  Ohio,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 803 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  Lake  servico         ...   1142 

Killpatrick,  W.  T.,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

enemy's  conduct  at  Havre  de  Grace         .  2302 

King,  Mr.,  of  North    Carolina,   appeared,    and 

took  his  seat  .--.-.     789 

Kiftg,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on  the 

bill  to  encourage  enlistments         931,  932,  933 
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King,  Mr. — continued.  Page, 

on  introducing  sundry  resolutions  concern- 
ing the  coasting  trade  ....  935 
speech  of,  on  his  resolutions  -  .  1048,  1053 
on  extension  of  enlistments  ...  1071 
remarks  of,  on  the  Nantucket  bill  .  -  1151 
speech  of,  introducing  certain  resolutions  .  1156 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  giving  an  increased 

bounty  on  prisoners         ....   1806 
introductory  of  resolutions  concerning  our 

foreign  relations 2020 

speech  (in  secret  session)  on  the  embargo  bill  2055 
King,  Adam,  in  behalf  of  cerUin  militia  of  Wash- 
ington, an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of,  concurred  in       -         -         .         .         .    1143 
Knaggs,  Whitmore,  ti  prisoner,  letter  from,  to  Col. 

Gardner  --....  2194 


Labbadie,  Medard,  affidavit  of^  respecting  the  bat- 
tle at  the  river  Raisin      .... 

Labor.8aving  Machinery  and  Cotton,  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  ..... 

Lake  Erie.     (Sec  Vessf Is  captured  on.) 

account  of  the  capture  of  the  British  squad- 
ron on   - 
Lake  Service,  Mr.  Kilbourn,  of  Ohio,  presented 
a  resolution  concerning  the     ... 
the  resolution  negatived     .... 

Lattimore,  William,  Delegate  from    Mississippi 
Territory,  was  qualified.  &c.  ... 

speech  of.  on  the  Yazoo  claims  -         -  1851,  1902 
Law,  Mr.,  speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  con- 
cerning blue  lights  .... 

Lawrence,  Captain  James,  Mr.  Lowndes  reported 
a  resolution  requesting  the   President  to 
present  to  the  nearest  male  relation  of,  a 
gold  medal,  <Scc. ;  read,  and  referred 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Laws  of  the  L'nited  States,  a  hill  authorizing  a 
subscription   for  an  edition  of  the,  read 
twice     ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Leather,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of 
Le  Due,  Mary  Philip,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  election  of,  as  ('haplain   - 
Lefferts,  Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  incor- 
poration of  a  .National  Bank;  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
Library,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  appoint 
a  joint  committee  on  the,  was  read  and 

concurred  in 

Licenses  to   Distillers,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a 
resolution  to  instruct  the   Committee  of 
"^'ays  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  substituting   a   duty  on   the 
quantity  of  spirits  distilled,  in  lieu  of  the 

1  duty  on 

the  resolution  agreed  to      - 
I  Licenses  to  Retailers,  on  motion  of  VTr.  Yancey, 
'  the  same  committee  were    instructed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  concerning  .... 

Mr.  Post  presented  the  petition  of  the  me. 
chanics  and  manufacturers  of  New  York, 
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Lieeil 


5(j«  to  Refi^len — cdntinaed.  -«P»ge. 

J  •^enpertitjp*  the  construction  pnt  upon  the 
^^ct  laying;  duties  on.  which  was  referred 

*  Jo  the  Ci)/imiltee  of  Ways  and  Means    - 
^•jjort  of  s^i*»  commUtee  thereon,  read,  and 

•  fommitt''U!      ... 

•jf^\\\  to  amf  ijd  the  aft  laying  duties  on,  read 
J^ifwire,  <Scjc;      ---... 

luU  a  third  '.ime,  and  passed      -         -  . 

|irried  ito\^  the  Stnate  with  amendments 
\"^ch  were  ioncurr^d  in    - 
Liea()!$  »nt  Gen^Cal,  Mr.  jiurfree  submitted  a  res- 
V  ilution  t|>  Instruct  the  Mihtary  Committee 
0  inquito.'into  th<)  expediency  of  author- 
ing tho  fresiden't  to  appoint  one  - 
he  resol^jion  laid  on  the  table 
Lind<%4,  GeorgpjW.,  (late  Clerk  of  the  House,) 
[n  motiohjof  Mr.  Wright,  an  order  passed 
L»  pay  tlje  funeral  expenses  of 
Liqu^;^ion  of  Claims,  a  bill   from   the   Senate 
•^*uthoriziii|r  the,  in  certain  cases  therein 
,^  ^ention%ik  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
Tf:^  three  »i,4ies,  and  passed 
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874 

2004 
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2027 


Lowndes,  Mr. — continued.  Paee. 

remarks  of,  on  floating  batteries         -         .   1803 
on  the  resolution  concerning  a  general  tariff  1961 

M. 

Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  of.  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolu- 
tion"       882,  884 


2028 
2029 


njr:»:  . _._  , -  -„.„ 

Lloyi*  James,  a:l^ll  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  2015 
li^l  twice,;<ic. 
r||'ll  a  thiri)  time,  and 


il^  twice,', <ic. 
^  ^  ^  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

^■yble      -|<-        ■ 

Loan»^biU  to  ijt^horize  -i,  read 

il*ll  a  sec^t.d  time   and  statements  of  re- 
JoeipU  anil.expend.turcs  presented,  which, 
•feVgether  k<ith  the  bill,  were  referred 
j^ferted  w.tlj  amendments 
ji^tndmenjs.and  bill  recommitted 
^l(4)rtcd,  a^(|  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

r|jtl  a  thirtS  time 

g>.^  finally  jpjissed 
iis*ia,on  m^ijonof 

jjtjittee  oA  rPublic   Lands  were  instructed 
j>  inquir-  Into  the  expediency  of  provid- 


LouisJiia,on  motion  of  .Mj-.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
*i/ig  by  lai-w  for  the  speedy  and  final  con 


2026 
1199 


1269 
1585 
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1798  ' 


899 

1052 
1097 


-   1200 

1226 
1775 


781 

787 

1333 

1863 

1864 

2480 

2306 
2617 


■5l|rma 
l^fcrri 


ation|c- 


all  grants  of  land  in  Missouri 
tory;  :lnd  Stat*  of    - 
al^ill  for  thj*  linal  adjustment  of  land  titles, 
»^<|fc.,  read;  t|\  ice,  and  referred  - 
i«jfl>rted  wi^b  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
<\  third  ffiaiing       '•-.-.. 
I'-pik  a  thirJ  ^me,  and  passed 
irJ|ft|rncd  fnlnj  the  Se^nate  with  amendments 


^ndmentcirf-ead,  and  referred 

rid  concurred  in 
Irmation  of  claims 


to 


otiired  to  a  tiiird  reading  -  .  .  . 
rt^l  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  . 
T.*qrncd  froiii  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

fcjid  conci^r'cd  in 

Lo^etl  Jflr.,  remji^s  of,  oa  ollering  sundry  reso- 
<^4tion8  ori  ^he  subject  of  retaliation 

jch  of,  o^jihe  bill  to  raise  additional  re- 
giments olf  iriflemeu         -         -         .         . 
Lownit,  Mr.,  resiarks  af,  on  re-enlistments  in 


_f4ch  of,  cnjthe  resolution   eipressing  the 
\inse  of  Cc^gress  of  the  merits  of  sundry 

♦  ival    Offirf^l  \  .  .  .  '. 

reyArks  of,  oij  the  bi'I  to  encourage  eniist- 

jtr  pnts   -      ' 

oi)l  le  resolit^ons  concerning  the  Lake  scr- 

P'^       '['>■         '        ■         -         -         - 
oic    he  bill  ^purchaiie  certain  vessels 
r  •  { 
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on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolutions 
on  the  resolution  concerning  the  coasting 
trade      ---.... 
on  the  right  of  expatriation 
introducing  his  resolution  to  fix  the  time  of 

adjournment  -         -  .  . 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  Mary 
land  memorial         -         .         .         .      ' . 
on  the  loan   bill         •         .         .         .         . 
Magruder,  Patrick,  the  severe   indisposition  of, 
being  stated  by  the  Speaker,  the  Assist- 
ant Clerk  was  directed  to  act  - 
Magruder,  George,  chosen  (-lerk  pro  tern  - 
Malcolm,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice   - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Manner  in  which  the  war  has   been  conducted, 
papers  relating  to  the      -         -         .         . 
Mansfield,  Richard,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Grace 
Maple  Sugar,  manufacture  of    - 
Maps,  Plats,  «S[c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RolM-rtson, 
the  Commii»sioner  of  the  General    Land 
Office  was  required  to  procure,  for  the  use 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  such 
as  may  aid  said  committee  in  their  duties  2002 
Marine  Corps,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ausrment 

the :     . 

read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         .         . 
reported    without    amendment,    and     com- 
mitted     

ordered  to  a  third  rending  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .  . 

Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  Alex- 
andria, a  bill  to  incorporate  a,  twice  read 
Mariners  documents  showing  the  detention  of, 
as  prisoners  of  war         -         .         .         . 
Marshals,  Clerks,  fee,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
lessen  the  compensation  to      -         -         . 
read  twice,  and  committed  -         -         .         . 
reported   without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -         -         -         .         . 
Maryland.  Mr.  Goldslwrough  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the   majority   of  the   House   of 
Delegates  of,  remonstrating   against  the 
war,  Ac,  read         -         -         -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

a  motion  to  print  the  memorial  negatived    - 
Maryland  and  Georgia,  a  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acU  of  the  States 
of,  read  twice         -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -         -         .         . 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect     - 
twice    read         ----.. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
.Mason,  John,  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 
correspondence  of,  with  sundry  marshals 
and  others,  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of 

prisoners  of  war 2110 

Massa,  the  Duke  of,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes         -  2073 
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MassacbusctU,  <m  motion  of  .Vfr.  Ward,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  salary  of  the  district  judge 

of  the  district  of 1863 

an  adverse  report  from  said  committee,  con- 
curred in        -----         .   1892 
Massacre    and    burning  of  American   prisoners 

&c.,  documents  showing  the  -         -         -  2308 
Mediation  of  Russia,  documents  transmitted  by 

tlie  President  in  relation  to  the  offered     -  2087 
Message,  reference  of  the  several  subjects  of  the 

annual 785 

a  confidential,  from  the  President        -         -     787 
a  copy  of  the  same    -----  2031 
Messengers  and  servants  of  the  Housie,  a  resolu- 
tion for  com|>ensating  the,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts    -         -         -  2024 
report  of  said  committee,  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of,  concurred  in       -         -         -  2029 
Michigan  Territory,  a   Message  from  the   Presi- 
dent, recommending  provision  for  relief  to 

the  inhabitants  of 1695 

Military  Aflikirs,  appointment  of  a  committee  on     785 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  for  support  of  the 

read  twice  -----.  1585 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  1800 
read  a  third  time        -         •         .         ...  1808 

finally  passed 1830 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1866  j 
which  were  agreed  to         .         -  -   1869  j 

Militia,  appointment  of  a  committee  to  revise  the 

laws 786  I 

a  bill   to  amend  the   laws  relating   to,  read  | 

twice 1928  | 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -   1931  | 
a  resolution  respecting  provision  for  paying 

the  expenses  of      -         .         -         .         .     797  | 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  { 
limiting  the  service  of,  to  three  monliis    •     801  j 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  inquiry 

referred  to  the  committee  for  revision  of  j 
the  laws  relating  to          -          -         .         -     845  j 
roport  of  said  committee     -         -         .         .     936  \ 
ordered  that  the  same  committee  inquire  in* 
to  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for 
paying  a  detachment  of  the  Tennessee    -     816 
a  resolution  submitted  on  the  subject  of  pav- 
ing the            '-980 

a  report  on  this  subject       ....  1432 

a  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the, 
twice  read,  &c.       .......   1334 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for 

calling  forth  the,  &c.,  twice  read  -  .  1432 
ordered   to  a  third  reading  ...   1928 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         .         .   1931 
returned    from    the    Senate    with    amend. 

ments 2022 

amendments  concurred  in  -         -         .  2025 

Miller,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  respecting 

the  failure  of  our  northern  armies     -         -     819 
speech  of.  on  the  bill  to  encourage  en^st- 
ments    -------     955 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Robertson    •         .     986' 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  regi. 

ments  of  riflemen 1165 

Ministers  and  their  Secretaries,  list  of,  appointed 

in  the  recess  of  the  Senate      -         -         -  2665 
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Mint,  tlie  President  transmitted  the  annual  re 
port  of  the  Director  of  the 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
with  sundry  docaiuents  concerning  the  - 
Mississippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ormsby, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  to  quiet  and  adjust  titles 
to  lands  in      -         -         •         -         - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  in- 
demnification  of  certain  claimants  to 
lands  in  --.-.. 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -         -         -         . 

read  a  first  time         .         •         .         .         - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

report  of  the  committee,  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole         ... 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to        -         -         -         -         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third   time,  and  passed   as  amended 

a  bill  extending  relief  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  in,  twice  read  .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         - 

a  bill  for  granting  cl^uns  to  land  in,  twice 
read       .         .         V      .         .         .         . 

indefinitely  postponeoT        -         .         -         . 
Missouri   Territory,  a   bill    for  appointment  of  a 
district  judge  in,  twice  read,  &.c.     - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .         • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 

agreement  reported  with  an  amendment     - 

Mr.  Hempstead  presented  sundry  resolu- 
tions respecting  land  titles  in,  referred 

a  bill  permitting  certain  lacations  to  be  made, 

and  granting  certain  donations  of  land  in, 

&.C.,  read  twice       -         .         .         .         . 

Mitchell,  Richard,  a  bill  for  relief  uij  read  twice 

a  third  reading  negatived   •         -         -         - 
Money  paid  into  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
a  bill  from   the  Senate   directing  the  dis- 
position of     -----         - 

read  twice,  and  referred      .... 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 

Monroe,  James,  letters  from,  to  Messn^.  Barlow 
and  Russell 

reply  of,  to  the  letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh  2085 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Russian  Pleni- 
potentiary  ..... 
Montgomery,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  on  motion  of, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to  volunteers  and  militia   . 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  .         -         -         - 
Moore,  Roxana,  deposition  of  respecting  the  con 

duct  of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Grace 
Moravians,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition  of 
the  society  of,  referred     -         -         -         - 
Moseley,  .Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  con- 

cerning  blue  lights 
Murfree,  .Mr.,  speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  au- 
thorize the  appointment  of  a  Lieutenant 
General  ......     856 
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Mr. — to(itinucd  P«ge- 

fji^trks  of,  o«i  the  resolution  respecting  the 
|il)a8ting  ir|itie  .  -  -  . 

H^->ch  of,  caijthe  bilk'  to  rai«e  additional  ri- 

itiemen  -}- 

r^niarks  of, -on  the  Yazoo  Claims 

Myers^  I'aptain,  s.atemerit  of  the   interview  of, 

^>tilli    Ad»n)ral    W-irren   and    Sir   Sidney 

*4eckwith  •--..-- 

McCa^i^^^rchibaJtf.  a  bill  /or  relief  of,  read  twice 

J^red  to  ^  ^lird  residing  -  -  -         - 

rXii  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

McCa2^y,  Daniel'  and  Sftmuel  Ralston,  a  bill  for 

f  lief  of,  tv»icc  read  .... 

oAJ^red  to  s  liiird  reading  .... 

rfil  a  third  time,  antl  passed       ... 

rJi^rned   froil  Senate  with   an  amendment 

vli^-h  was  n'ncurred  in      - 

McClSiji>ck,  Midshipman  H.  M.,  extract  of  a  let- 

■tir  from,  to.  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
McQljffc.  Brigadier  General,  correispondence  of, 
*v|ith  the  Stjcretaryiof  War       ... 
McDoAifil  John,d>positioti  of,  respecting  the  pur- 

JfJiase  of  jirjaoners  ; 

McKtfs^Mr.,  mid'/  a  favo<able  report  on  the  peti- 
>t  on  of  Daiyel  Booiie        -        .  - 
r>^  arks   of,  |>n    the '  bill   attaching  certain 
II  nds  to  th»  CantoA  District 
McKti'h  l»n.   Dr.   |amuelv  letters   from,  showing 

*  Is  treatm<«it,  as  bearer  of  a  flag  of  truce  2 
McKfli,  ey,  Augustus,  and  Lazel  Bancroft,  a  bill 

Vifr  relief  Oy  twice  read    ....   1862 
cjt'Trcd  to  »  ipird  rei,ding  ...         -  2006 
r^.,^  a  third;  t5me,  and  passed      ...  2008 
McR'iiji,  Mr.,  of  *r,iryiand,  remarks  of,  on  the  re»- 

^ctfution  ccnjerning  the  coasting  trade  1051,  1052 
f,ii|arks  of,bft  the  Maryland  memorial  1211.  1220 
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his    rest/l^tion   concerning 
^)Urce8 


internal    re- 


c^fhe  .Mora^fian  petition 

o^ihe  bill  (o;  authorize  the  purchase  of  ccr 

^'l^in  vessels    -        ;- 
cj  Jloating  batteries   - 
i^^he  issuuif?  of  Tr»'asury  notes 
Gji  A  genera,!  jaritr     .-.--• 
(J  ^he  cmbifijo  ;..... 

rf^-cb    of,  !o(i   the  b-ili    to    repeal    the    em- 

Jijargo  -  -  -  1987,  1990 

iji^arks  of,  oji  the  biJI  to  prohibit  the  exporJ|i^ 

^;|\ion  of  frcrld  and  silver  coins,  &c. 
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McLcJ"*,  Aloxan(fcr,( 


McL<wi|,  Mr.,  oj -Ohio,  rfcmarks  of,  on    the 
the  Tuireau  letter 

the  extension  of  enlistment 
(Correspondence of,  with  .Mn^ 
(easley      | 

ict,  a  bill  Uom  the|Senate,  authorizing  the 
[resident  {o  grant  certain  permissions  to 
lie  inhatiitiints  of  | 

twice  arid  refTijcd  to  the  Committee  of 
foreign  (violations  .  .  .         •  - 

irted  wi)l;^)Ut  amendment       .         .         . 
i''i{l  a  third  ijme,  and  passed      .         .         - 
Nttio*;*!  Bank,  ^'petition  from  New  York,  pray- 
^|ig  the  ](ni-orporation  of  a,  read  and  re- 
birred    ta  me    Committee  of  Ways  and 

f  ileans   -    >• 

r\j|)rt   of  sa|d    coni'nittee    referred    to    the 

f-'ommittrf.  of  the  Whole         .         .         . 

•Miffflotion  v>li  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  Committee 

if  the  \Vii">le  wertL  discharged,  and  a  res- 
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olution  was  adopted  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia        ....   1235 
Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  {)etition  from  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of,  referred  to  the  same  committee  -    1058 
a  bill  to  incorporate  a.  twice  read,  6ic.         -    1579 
Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider 
and  report  on  the  expediency  of  a  -         -   1942 
the   resolution    adopted,   and  a   committee 

appointed       .--...  1956 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 

consideration  of  the  subject     ...  2002 
the  subject  indefinitely  postponed        -         -  2023 
Naturalization,   documents   transmitted    by    the 

President  touching  the  subject  of  -  -  2098 
Naval  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  -  786 
Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  Keed,  of  Mass.,  submit-  »^- 

ted  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire   into  the   economy 

of  the 1010 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -         -         -         -   1012 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed   1869 

■aid  committee  authorized  to  act  in  the  recess  2019 
Navigation  and  Commerce,  assistance  of  manu- 
factures to 2593 

Navy,  a  bill  for  the  support  of  the,  read  twice    -   1585 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -    1800 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1807 
a  bill  concerning  the  pay  of  officers,  Ac,  in 

the,  read  twice 1868 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1928 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    1932 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2024 
which  were  concurred  in    -         -         -         -   1926 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  the  Spehkcr  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  with  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the    1109 

Nelson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo 

claims    ....  1875,  1902,   1918 

New  Orleans  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  grant- 
ing a  lot  of  ground  to  the,  read  twice      -   1932 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1934 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Potter  presented  a 

petition  of  the  distillers  in,  referred  -   1243 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  for  supplying,  to  the 

members         ......     782 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank  -  1942, 

1944.  1945 
remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  a  general  tarifT  1960 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo         -         -  2001 

New  York,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Irving,  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  were  instructed  to  in(juire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  district  court  in   1228 
a  bill  to  that  elTect  read  twice     -  -  -   1251 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1659 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1694 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  ex- 
change of  a  lot  of  ground  in,  for  other  land   1923 
read  three  times,  and  passed        ...    1926 

New  York  Hospital,  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  Governors  of  the,  was  referred  to  a 
Committeeof  the  Whole         -         -         -1938 
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New  York  Hospital — continued.  Page. 

the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof       .... 
Niagara  Frontier,   Mr.  Hopkins,  of  New  Y'ork, 
submitted  a  resolution   respecting  losses 
sustained  on  the     -  -         .         .         . 

Non-importation  laws,  a  bill  for  the  more  effect- 
ual enforcing  of  the,  read  twice 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of  bundr\-   inhabitants  of.  praying  aid  in 
opening  an  inland  navigation  ;    referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
(See  Inland  Navigation.) 
Northwestern    Frontier,  Mr.  Kilbourn  submitted 
a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  more 
effectual  protertion  of  the,  Ac. 
which,  being  amended  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the 

Military  Committee,  was  agreed  to  - 
a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  defence  of  the, 
read  twice,  and  committed       ... 
reported,  and  the  House  refused  to  consider 
the  report       ..--.- 
the  bill  strain  called  up,  with  the  same  result  2016 
Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers.  Sec,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  laying  duties  on,  Ac,  read  twice, 
and  committed        -         •  -         -         -     818 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
lime,  and  passed     ....         -   1244 

O. 

Oakley,  Thomas  J.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -.----     783 
remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
tion       .....--     897 
on  the  resolution  asserting  the  right  of  expa- 
triation   1095,1006 

speech  of.  on  the  Yazoo  claims     1853,  1890,  1918 
remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank       -         -   1946 
Ohio,  Mr.  Beall  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
claims  of  citizens  of,  for  articles  impressed 
and  supplies  furnished  to  detachments  of 
militia    .-.----     927 
consideration  negatived      ....     928 
resolution  amended,  and  agreed  to      -         -     936 
Orleans  Territory  and  l/ouisiana,  on   motion  of 
Mr.  Robertson,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  revising  the  act  for  adjust- 
ing claims  to  land  in       -         -         -         -   1234 
Orleans  Navigation  Company,  a   bill  granting  a 

lot  of  ground  to  the,  read  twice,  &c. 

Orso,  Zenon.  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 

Outrages  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia,  papers  deUil- 

ing  the  ..-.-- 

Owen,  Thomas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concurred  in      -         -         -         -         - 

P. 

Page,  Joel  W.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  Ac. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  -  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         -         - 

Partial  Appropriations,  a  bill  making  certain, 
read  twice,  and  committed  ... 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  discussed 
finally  passed  ..---- 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
which  were  concurred  in     .         .        -         - 
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Patent  Rights,  Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  memorial 

against  the  extension   of         -         -         -    1696 
papers  in  relation  to  the,  of  Oliver  Evans    -  2656 
Pathota,  Brig,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the   owners  of 

the,  twice  read 1265 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...   1864 
Pattou,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

committed 

Paymaster  General,  a  bill  to   augment  the  com- 
pensation of,  twice  read,  Ac. 
a  bill  from  tho  Senate  of  the  same  tenor,  Ac. 
read  twice,  and  referred      .... 
reported  without  amendment      ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Pearl   and   Chefuncty   Rivers,  .Mr.  Grundy  pre- 
sented a  resolution  of  the  Legislature   of 
Tennessee,  respecting  a  road  from  a  point 
between  the  mouths  of  > 
Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage 

enlistments     - 

on  the  motion  respecting  the  Turreau  letter  1130 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....  1447 

Penington,  Cordelia,    deposition    of,    respecting 

the  burning  of  Frenchtown     ... 

j^nitentiary,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia,  read  twice     - 

indefinitely  postponed  .... 

Pennsylvania,  the  President  transmitted   sundry 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of       •  1433,  1902 
volunteers,  return  of,  who   agreed   to    cross 
into  Canada  ...... 

Pensions  to  persons  on   board  of  private   armed 

vessels,  a  bill   further   to   amend    the   act 

regulating,  read  twice     .         .         .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pas-sed       ... 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  Mr.  .\rcher 
proposed,  as  an  amendment  to  the  stand- 
ing rules,  the  appointment  of  a  standing 
committee  on  ..... 

amended  and  agreed  to       -         -         -         - 

appointment  of  the  committee  on         •         - 
Perry,  Captain  Oliver  H.,  a  resolution  from    the 
Senate  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
of  the  gallant  conduct  of,  Ac,  twice  read, 
and  referred   .-..-- 
reported  without  amendment       .         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Physicians  of  New  York,  .Mr.  Miller  presented  a 
memorial  of  sundry,  respecting   the   con- 
struction of  the  act  laying   duties   on   li- 
censes to  retailers,  referred       ... 
Piatt,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed       ... 

Pickens,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution   to  amend 

the  Constitution     .         -         -         -         - 

speech  of,  on  the  same        - 

on  the  Yazoo  claims  .         .         .         - 

Pickering,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat     .  .  .  -  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  depredations  committed 

by  soldiers      ...... 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistmenU    - 
on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  riflemen 
on  the  bill  providing  for  return   of  vessels 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -         -         -         - 

Pillage  and  destruction  of  private  property,  on  the 

Chesapeake,  by  the  enemy      ...  2285 
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Pitch^A.  John,  ..ii  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
lit,  (liaagneijd   to,  »nd   the  Committee   of 
'  laims  oed^red  to  report  a  bill  in  his  favor 


Page. 


a^tiil  for  relief  of.  iwice  read 


2019 
2025 
2027 
2030 


oi|Ted  to  m  t)iird  reading  - 

T^><1  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .  . 

Pitkirj  Mr.,  on  iii(|lion  of,  the  Judiciary  Commit- 

:£re  were  ipstructvd   to   inquire   into   the 

|.508t«,  fee^,  J&c,  in  the  courts  of  the  United 

violates    -i  j 801 

rail) arks  of.  bi  the  partial  appropriation  bill     850 
oi^hhe  bill  totencourage  enlistmenU    -  -     929 

0|,{the  rcsal>|tion    concerning  the   coasting 
i^ijrade      -    j     .         .         .         .         .  joso,  1053 


oiithc  Nanli'cket  bij!  -         -         .         . 

p|i  printing  tlje  Maryland  memorial     - 
jd^.the    reap^tion    concerning   Army   con- 
'  *tjractors       ;■     -  -  .  .        '. 

of,  on{  the   loan    bill  ... 


sjfiw'ch 

r-.  riarks  of,  p^  the  \>zoo  claims  - 
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2042 

789 


oiiSthe  National  Bank         -         .         .         . 

r^Aa.  generel  tariff 

^nkhe  bill  ti  •^)rohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  silver  ^oin,  &j;.         .... 
■t<i*ch  of,  on;the  bill  to  lay  an  embargo 
Pleasj^s,  Jame$,|}f  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

bis  seat       ,     .  . 

Portej  \)avid,  a  tail  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1923 
tjj»{ce  read,  a^d  com-nitted  ...   1926 

r^jtorted  wiilLut  amendment,  read  a  third 
J^^me,  and  ||as8«d     -  -  .  .  .  2010 

Portf<,yjoi.,  lettef  from  »he  Secretary  of  War  to  2461 
Portsiifuth,  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Webster  pre- 
<  «ented  the.petitjnn  of  sundry  inhabitants 
*  iff;  referrejl  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
« ;|nd  .Meanv     -         .  .  .  . 

toifther  petition  of  the  same  character,  also 
^^  Referred      -     - 

»lkll  conceri^ing  transportation  to  and  from 

\  |rhoma8tp|«r-n,  read  twice         -  .         - 

l<|efinitely  {^jstponijd  .... 

Post,! i|tham,  of  |Scw  York,  appeared,  and  took 

fiis  aeat    ^     -        .  . 


■   1150 

1922 

1926 
2009 


)|^itiarks  of,  cjfi  the  resolution  of  inquiry  into 
J  the  econ<)iiy  of  the  Naval  Establishment 
<jijthe  bill  pjovidinfl:  for  the  return  of  ves- 

'"'"    «Scc. 


'p.  the  bill  fcojauthorize  floating  batteries 
li  the  bill  cwing  increased  bounty  on  pris- 
r  .)ner9     -    i    -         .         .         .'. 

jki'the  bill  laying  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 


-..'.'.1 


g  of  Cor.^ress 


«i.i  the  bill  laving  an  embargo     .         .  . 

Po8tn<aj.ter8,  a  hj*  providing  for  the  appointment 

i  if,  read   f^ice 

Post  jpiices  and  ft'ost  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

t  jtanding  t'')rnmitt^e  on  .  .  -  . 

Post  ipfcce  Estaibfishmeiit,  Mr.  Ingersoll  offered 

^  i  resolutibli  concerning  the     -         .         . 

4r(|ered  to  Ue,on  the  table  •         .         .         . 

.7  ♦Ul  supplejnentary  to  the  act  regulating 

I  ^he,  readitivice      ■.  • 
Post  |)5icc  Patrpiage.  Mr.  Ingersoll  submitted  a 

i  tpsolutioij  pouching         -         .         .         . 

aiii-r  severuljmotior'.s,  it  was  referred  to  a 

J.  ielect  committee  I  - 

(  i<|  said  com^iittee  were  discharged    - 
Post!  J(*ad8,  a  bilNto  alter  and  establish  certain, 

■    lead  twice^and  committed 

'        ; 
M  : 
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Poat  Roads — continued. 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment^:, 
and  agreed  to  .... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  ....... 

Potter,  Etisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  .  .  .  .  . 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
coasting  trade  -  .  .         .  . 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  - 

on  the  bill   providing  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, Ac.         ...... 

remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank 

on  the  embargo  bill  .         .         .         .         . 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  silver  coin,  &c           .          .          .  . 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  giving  the  right  oi,  read  twice, 
fee. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  from  sun 
dry  inhabitants  of  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing rights  of,  referred      .  .  .         . 
President  of  the  United  Statea,  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 

report  of  said  committee,  with  information 
of  a  Message,  fee.  .  •         .  .         . 

President's  House,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
pairing the,  read  twice    .  .  .  . 

bill  lost  for  want  of  a  quorum     -         .         . 
Presquc  Isle,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Wilson,  the  Com- 
mittee on   Naval  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  inti»  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  deepening  the  channel  into   the 

harbor  of        

Prevost,  Sir  George,  letters  from,  to  the  British 
Commissary  of  Prisoners         -         -         . 

corres|)ondence  of,  with  General  Wilkinson 
Printing  of  Documents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pick- 
ering, a  particular  mode  of,  was  prescribed 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting 

read,  and  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment     - 
Prisoners,  brought   into  port  by  private   armed 

vesseU.     (See  Bounty  to  owners,  Ac.) 
Prisoners  of  War,  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial, 
documents  relating  to     • 

a  list  of-----.. 

documents  showing  the  bad  treatment  of     - 

a  table  of  allowance  of  provisions  to  - 

detention  of,  on  the  plea  of  being  British 
subjects 

a  return  of,  tomahawked  by  the  Indians,  at 
the  battle  of  Frenchtown  -  -  . 

Privilege  of  Members,  Mr.  King,  of  .Massachu- 
setts, submitted  three  resolutions  concern, 
ing  the  -•--.. 

which  the  House  refused  to  consider  - 
Property  captured  or  destroyed,  Ac,  a  bill  au- 
thorizing payment  for,  read  twice,  Ac.     . 

reported  without  amendment,  and   recom- 
mitted     

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 

taken  up,  and  amended      .... 

laid  over  by  general  consent       ... 

Property  Impressed,  Ac,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  full  value  to  the  own- 
ers of     

a  bill  to  provide  for  paying  for,  read  twice  - 
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Property  Impressed — continued.  Page. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         .   1933 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1934 
PubUc  Acts,  Records,  Ac,  a  bdl  to  prescribe  the 

mode  of  authenticating,  read  twice,  Ac,   1228 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         .  2022 
Public  Debt,  revised  statement  of      .         .         .  2651 
Public  Expenditures,  Mr.  Eppes  submitted  a  res- 
olution for  appointing  an  additional  stand- 
ing committee  on 1628 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed       -    1695 
Public  Journals,  Mr.  Pickering  submitted  a  res. 

olution  concerning  the  ;    read  twice         .     788 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         -         .     739 

on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was 
appointed  respecting  the  printing  of  the  -     791 

a  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  furnish  copies 

of  the,  to  the  judges,  Ac.  .         .         .   1433 

twice  read,  and  committed  ...   1435 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  .....   1767 

Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee oil  .....     7S4 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
on,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  reducing  the  price  of     -  -     786 

on  motion  of  the  same,  they  were  also  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
giving  further  time  to  purchasers  for  mak- 
ing payments  on     786 

the  same  Committee  were  also  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  the  sale  of  certain  sections  of     803 

a  bill  for  relief  of  persons  who  have  made 
wrong  entries,  dec,  twice  read,  Ac.  -   1773 

Public  Stores,  the  Committee  of  Claims  were  in- 
structed io  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  for  buildings  occupied  as.  Ac.  -  791 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Latlimore,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  further  time  to  certain, 
to  complete  their   payments     ...     789 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  read  twice         -     813 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    1187 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         •   1235 

Q. 

Quarter  Sections,  on  motion   of  Mr.  Jennings, 
the  Committee  on  Pubhc  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
subdividing  the        -  .         .         .  . 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  subdirisioa  of,  twice 
read        ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

Quorum,  an  interchange  of  messages  on  the  sub* 

ject  of  a  ...... 

R. 

Hangtrt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  .\irair8  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing in  force  the  several  acts  authorizing 
the    raising   of         -         -         -         -  -     980 

a  bill  making  provision    for  two   companies 

of,  twice  read  -  -  -         .         -    1 195 

indefinitely  postponed         ....   1946 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  raise  ten 
additional  companies  of,  read   twice,  and 
committed      .---..   1334 
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Rangers — continued.  Page. 

reported  without  amendment,  read   a  third 

time,  and  passed     -         -         -         .  .   1370 

Ransom  of  American  prisoners  from  Indians   in 

the  British   service  ....  2285 

Ransoming  of  Vessels,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  Ac, 
read  twice,  Ac       .         .         -         • 
reported,  and  discussed       ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
a   motion   of  Mr.  Oakley,  on,  negatived 
Rea,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took 

his   seat  ......     739 

Reed,  Mr.,  of  .Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on   his 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the  economy  of 
the  Naval  Establishment         -         -1010,1011 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  allowing   certain    per- 
missions to  the  people  of  Nantucket 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  pur* 

chase  or  building  of  certain    vessels 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo 
remarks  of,  on   the  bill   to   prohibit   the  ex- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  coins,  Ac. 
Reed,  George  C,  letter  from,  to  Captain  Charles 

Morris 2300 

Re-enlistment  of  Soldiers,  a  resolution  introduced 
by  Mr.  Lowndes  was  adopted,  respecting 
additional  encouragement  for  ...     791 
Remission  of  Penalties,  Ac,  papers  in  relation  to 

the,  communicated  to  the  House      -         -  2552 
Removal  of  causes  in  certain   cases,  a  bill  pro. 

viding  for  the,  read  twice         ...  2025 
Renguenet.  Bartholomew,  Mr.  Ingersoll  present 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred 
Representatives'    Chamber,   on    motion    of    Mr. 
Wright,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in* 
quire  into   the   expediency  of  raising  the 
door  of,  and  completing  the     ...  2008 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  and  twice  read  2015 
Resources  of  the  United  States,  .Mr.  .McKim  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the, 
which  was  referred  to   the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means 1586 

Retaliation,  appointment  of  a  committee   on  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to    - 
Mr.  l^ovelt  offered  sundry  resolutions  con« 

cerning 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Return  of  Vessels  to  their  own  districts,  a  bill  to 

provide  for  the,  twice  read       ...   1228 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   -         -         .         .   1255 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1269 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments   1589 
read,  and  referred       .....   1627 

the  amendments  concurred  in      -         -         -   1694 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee   of  Ways 
and   .Means     ------ 

Revenue  Cutters,  Mr.  Wood  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning,  which,  after  being  modi- 
fied, was   agreed   to         -         -         .         - 
a  bill  granting  pensions  to  officers  of,  read 
twice      ..---.. 
'         ordered  to  a  third  reading   .         .         .         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...  2009 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2024 
amendment  concurred  in    -         .         -         -  2026 
Revenue  Laws,  Mr.  McKim  presented    the   peti- 
tion of  sundry  manufacturers  in  Baltimore, 
praying  a  revision  of  the  -         -         -  2006 


786 

802 

813 


785 


1628 

1865 
2008 


xcv 


i 


INDEX. 


xcvi 


=»=~ 


Hou$e  Proceedings  and  Debatea. 


I 


Reve^ui.-  Laws — (f}ntinu«;(]. 

iffl-rred   to.tiie  Coiximiltec   of  Ways   and 

^(eans  -i  J    -       I 

|i;motion  (ifJMr.  F»k,  of  Vermont,  a  com- 

iittcc  wis-'  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 

'fxpedien(y>ot  amending  the  judicial  sjs- 

'li^m   80  furtas  coiicern8  the  execution  of 

Revisit   and  Unt'i/iished   Businrsd,  appointment 

of  the  startling  Committee  on         -         - 

Reyn,  ^^sljurg,  'i't*nne6«>ee,  Mr.  Rhea  presented 

J   ;i    resolulich  of  the   Legislature  of  Ten- 

/  ^cssee,   rfti)«ctin^    a   road  from,   referred 

Rhea,  "^ki.,  of  Ttnfiessee,  on  motion  of,  the  Com- 

ji^iittee  oi|  Jl'ost  Offices   and    Post   Roads 

l^ere  inst;"|cted  to  inquire  into  the  expc- 

ijicncy  of  juthoriung  members  to  frank 

'   <tertain  d(ic  imcnts  .  .  .  . 

I,  jtjech  of,  onj-Mr.  \\  ebuter's  resolution  con- 

tqerning  tUf,  French  decrees     .  -  . 

Ttrliarks  of,  oji  the  Inll  to  encourage  enlist- 

#  Mient*    "J*:* 

'./the  Nav^UE^tabkshraent       .         .         - 


liUhe  coas\i^g  trade 

«ikhe  right;  (^f  expatriation 
,^  ♦.I. 


1  _ 
iill 


to   raise   additional 


oti  'the  blue'lijjhts 

.  lit'ch  of,  |).-;  the 
jiflemeti  i  I    -       ■  • 

.-  iiViarks  of,'cji  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

'    |he  same'  ♦     -       ,  - 

lirxiech  of,  oiitthe  loan  bill  .  .  . 

Rice.i'^homas,  >at  bill   f^r   relief  of,   read    three 

f  |imes,  an<PpaRseif  .  -  -  .  . 

Rich«(js,  8tephcii,  a  prinoner,  letter  from  to  Col. 

>  JJardner  - 

Rich;^ii6on,  Wijliim   M.,  of  Massachusetts,  ap- 
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Ride  I 


(  reared  a^q  took  his  scat 

ij^iarks  of.oj 


th"  -Nantucket  bill 
motion   of  Mr.   Wright,  an 


^   a    Bilt  i>n 
;  ^ddilion»l  Standing  rule  was  adopted,  that 
\'  )i()  amen'lr  lent  br;  received,  by  way  of,  on 

■  I  ?t»  third  f<ndimr  ■,  . 
Ridg  1j,  Henry -l^l.,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and 

'  '  took  his  H'.Tit 

(iiarks  of.Gi  the  Vazoo  claims 
Riflci  i«n,  a   bilb  \o  raise  three  additional   regi- 
:    i^ents  of?  <ead  twice       -         .         .         . 
t'td  a  third  lime,  and  passed      .  .         . 

(,'(urned  froin  the  iSenatc  with  an  amend- 
knent      -,  :     - 
;r<»endnien{  foncurted  in   - 
RiglJ  f  f  £xpatti«tion,  Mr.  Robertson  submitted 
•a  rcsolutio)!  on  the  subject  of  -         - 

i|d  on  the  t|blc         .  .  .         .         . 

Rob<i  tj    Joseph',  iicposition    of,   relative    to   the 
/ina8sacrr,  ijnd   bu^ni^g  of  American  pris- 
'  uners     -'*-'- 
Robf  fti.  Mr.,  of  Iiennsylvania,  Fpoech  of,  on  Mr. 
[Hanson'f  ^ccond  resolution    -         .         . 
elnarks  of^ijjn  his  own  adoption  of  Mr.  H.'s 
original  »ej.olutio<i  .         .         .  . 

njreply  to  J.^jr.  Post  -         .         .         . 

■  i\  Mr.  Wfltster's  jiropused  amendment  to 
5iis  rcsolaijon  .         .         .         .  . 

I,'  Mr.   HAifSon's  |>roposed  amendment  to 

bis  resolution 
ni  Mr.  Ga!«(in's  revolution  concerning  the 

jCanadas    I     -  - 


I 


|n    bis 
5  Setter 

I 
I 


1145 

1260 
1348 

2003 

2209 

872 
1116 


-  2003 

803 
1876 

872 
1191 

1255 
1264 

1095 
1099 


2310 
894 

901 

903 

906 
.     916 


1054 


re7«)lution  ,  concerning    Turreau's 


•  1129 


Page. 
1678 
1697 


2022 


854 


981 


Roberts,  Mr. — continued. 

on  the  Vioravian  petition   •         -         •         . 

resignation  of    - 

Roberts,  Zachariah,  on  motion  of  Mr.  .\rcherthe 

Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged 

from  consideration  of  the  petition  of 

Robertson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend 

the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  lay  and 

collect  a  direct  tax  •         .         .         . 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  extending  the 

time  of  enlistments  .... 

•peech  of,   introductory    of  a  resolution    on 

the  right  of  expatriation  1094,  1095,  1098 

remarku  of,  on  the  Maryland  memorial        -    1219 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  to 

raijc  riflemen  ...  1257,  1260 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...   1609 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yaroo  claims         •         -  1917 
on  the  National  Bank         ....  1956 

Robertson,  'i'oilus,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

conduct  of  the  enemy     -  -  . 

Rules  and   Articles  of  War,  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
were  instructed  to  revise  so  much  of  the, 
as  relates  to  the  punishment  of  offencei 
therein  mentioned  .... 

resolution  adopted      ..... 

Rules  of  the  House,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts, 
submitted  a  resolution  to  add  to  the 
laid  on  the  table  ..... 

Russell,  Seih  <k  Sons,  a  bill  for   relief  of,  read 
twice     ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Russell,  Jonathan,  correspondence  of,  with   .Mr. 

Barlow,  and  others  ... 

Russian  Mediation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
the  President  was  requested  to  lay  before 
the  House  such  documents  as  he  may 
deem  proper  to  be  communicated,  respect- 
ing the  -..-.. 
a  message  transmitting  the  papers  asked  for 


-  2293 


1060 
1051 

1155 
1157 

1862 
1866 

1865 


-  2074 


a  copy  of Kaid  papers 


928 
1047 
-  2087 


S. 


prc- 


Salcs  at   Auction,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending    the  act  laying 
duties  on         -         ....  . 

a  bill   to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on, 
twice  read      ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

Salt,  manufactures  of        -         •         •         .         . 

Sands,   Joshua,  Mr.   Fisk,  of  New    York, 

Bcnted  the  (>etition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Saratoga,  Mr  Taylor  presented  certain  proceed- 
ings in  the  several  towns  of,  recommend- 
ing a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war     - 
Satterwhite,  Edwin  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 
twice     --..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned    from    the    Senate    with    amend- 
/    ments    --..... 

amendments  read,  and  concurred  in    - 
Savage,  W.  H.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
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1694 
1697 
2631 

981 
1201 
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Scott,  W.  H.,  a  prisoner,  a  letter  from  to  Colo- 
nel Gardner  ......  2208 

Sea  Fencibles,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  author- 
ize a  corps  of,  read  twice         ...  1143 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1935 

Mr.  Wright   submitted  a  resolution  to  con- 
nect the,  with  the  flotilla         -         -         .   1932 
Scars,  William,  htatement  of,  in  relation  to  the 
pillage  and   destruction   of  private  prop- 
erty by  the  enemy  ....  2285 

Secret  Proceedings.     See  journal  of  -         -         -  2031 
Seecomb  nnd  Williams,  Mr.  Pickering  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       -         .         .812 
Senatoni    and    Representatives,   a  bill   to   estab- 
lish   a    uniform    mode    of  electing,    read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole $49 

Serier,  John,  of  Tennessee,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 783 

Seybcrt,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
collecting  and  preserving  flags,  &.c.,  taken 

from  the  enemy 796 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

Naval  Establishment      ....   lOlO 
on  his  resolution  concerning  copper  coins  -  1859 

on  a  National  Bank I860 

on  a  general  tariff      .....   I9.»i9 
Shannon,  George,  a  bill  to  renew  a  land  warrant 

to,  read  twice 1195 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...   1935 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      •  •  .   1946 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment, 
and  concurred  in    -         -         .         -         .  2030 
Sharp,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   introducing  sundry 
resolutions    in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
Governor  Chittenden,  of  Vermont  -         -     859 
on  Mr   Hanson's  second  resolution     -         -     898 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  ....  1917 

Shawneetown,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  opening  of 
a  road   from,   to    Kaskaskia,    read    twice, 
and  committed        .....     945 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice      -         -         -  1767 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1771 
Sheffey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ......     737 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  term  of 
enlistments    ......     986 

on  the  Nanturket  bill         ....   1122 

on  the  resolutions  touching  army  contract- 
ors          1233, 

on  the   Senate  amendmenlii   to  the  bill  to 

raise  riflemen  .....   1256 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -         -         -  1298 

Shelby,  Governor,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

SecreUry  of  War 2400 

Sherwood,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  scat 796 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....  1523 
Shipherd,  Zebulon  R.,  of  New  York,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat    ...         -         -     786 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  amendment  to 

Mr.  Roberts's  resolution           ...     908 
on  the  bill  to  extend  enlistments         -         •  1018 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, <tc. 1266 

on  the  loan  bill 1502 

on  the  embargo  bill 2000 

SUk,  manufactures  of 2629 

13lh  Con.  1st  &  2d  Sess.— d 
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2301 
1248 
2646 

1187 
1803 


806 
807 

1585 

2486 


-  2239 


783 


1284 


1150 


1589 
1659 
1961 


Singleton,  Stephen,  .Mr.  Ingersoll  presented    the 

petition  of,  referred  ... 

Singleton,    Thomas    S.,    collector   of  Nt-wbern, 
letter  from  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  rei>«rtof  the  state  of  the 

report  of  the  Comaussioners  of  the     - 

Smith,  W.  S.,of  New  York,  speech  of,  on  the 

bill  to  raise  riflemen        -         -         .         . 

remarks  of,  on  floating  batteries 

Smyth,   Alexander,  the   Speaker  presented  the 

petition  of,  praying  to   retain  his  rank  in 

the  Army       ...... 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 

a  letter  from,  to  the   Speaker,  with  sundry 

documents 

correspondence   of,    with    the   Secretary    of 
War,  and  others     ..... 
Specie.     (See  Gold  and  Silver  Cuina,  <tc.) 
Spirit  and  manner  in  which  war  is  waged  by  the 
enemy,  report  of  the  coiiftnitlec  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the      ... 
Standing  Committees,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Daw- 
son, the  House  proceeded  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  -         

Standing  Rules  and   Orders,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  Mr.  King's  motion  to 
amend  the,  were  discharged     ... 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Roberts,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  revise  the   .... 
Mr.  Goldfcborough  submitted  a  resolution  to 
amend   the,  by  adding  a  rule  tn  admit  on 
the  floor  ex-members  of  the  Cabinet 
which  was  agreed  to  - 
.Mr.  Wright  offered  an  amendment  to  the   - 
which  was  agreed  to,  (See  Rider  to  a  bill)  2003 
Stanford,  Richard,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 783 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims  1856,  1875 

State,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  on  our  relations 

with  France  -         -         .         .         . 
Stenographers,  .Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning      

Stewart,   Captain    Charles,   correspondence   of, 

with  .\dmiral  Sir  John  Warren 
Stockton,  -Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  .VI r.  Wright's  res- 
olution respecting  treason        -         -      881,  882 
%  on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolutions  -         -         .     899 

on  Mr.  Hanson's  amendment  to   Mr  Rob* 
erts's  resolution       ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enhstments  - 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ingersoll     .... 

on  the  embargo  bill,  (secret  session)  - 
Stolhart  and  Starkey,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 
read       ....... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Strong,  Wm.,  of  Vl,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
Sturges,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  concern- 
ing judicial  courts 

Sufiirage,   .Mr.    Lattimore    presented    a   petition, 
praying  extension  of  the  right  of,  in  Mis- 
sissippi Territory-,  referred       ... 
a   bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted     

Sugar  of  the  Cane,  manufacture  of  - 
Supplies  to  the  Enemy,  a  resolution  by  Mr.  Oak- 
ley to  ask  the   President  for  evidence  of 
persons  furnishing,  was  negatived  - 
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8uji  e^e  Court,,a  bill  from  the  Senate  authori- 
,  zing  the.  jturchaae  of  a  library  foi  the  uae 
of  the,  v/^s  read  twice,  and  committed    -   1926 
Sar  ey  of  the  Vb&at,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  partial, 
twice  re»(|       -.-... 
irdered  to  a'third  reading  -         -         .         . 
,«ad  a  thirl, time,  and  passed 
Sus^jchannah    iridge   Company,   the   Speaker 
■  presentedjthe  petition  of  the,  which  wai 
referred   \p  the   t'ommittee  of  Ways  and 
•  Means  .  J      -         - 
tb  adverse:  raport  Ihereon,  concurred  in 

Taf;  \tI,   fciamyerl,  of  ^Tassachusett*,  appeared, 
]  and  look  jiis  sea^    ..... 

Talff^-rro,  Johaioii  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the 
I  {petition  o/,  conteisting  the  election  of  John 
I  '  P.  Hun^'4rfori  aiiting  member,  waa  re- 
I  'ferred  to  |he  Committee  of  Elections 
^i^port  of  M»J  committee  thereon,  committed 
V  J  to  a  Coji^mittee  of  the  Whole 
i\\e  deci8i<*rf  of  the  House  was  adverse  to 
J  *  the  petijinin    --.... 

Taljilicige,  Benjamin,  of  Connecticut,  appeared, 
>  I  and  toot  fiis  seat  ..... 
frlmarks  oj,|)n  the ;Nantucket  bill 

rp  the  bil;  to  raise  additional  riflemen 
^  the  vol^ipteers'  bill  .... 

jfi  the  Seaaie  amendment  to  the  riflemen  bill 
(1  the  biirt^)  amend  the  militia  laws  - 
J11  the  bill  t»)  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  silMef  coins,  Ac.  .... 
^biil,  Ger,ej-al,  return  of  the  brigade  of,  who 
"  voluntetrfd  to  cj-oss  into  Canada  - 
An,   Arth»Sr>  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of. 


Ta. 


Tai 


■  twice  rea'J 
fiildered  to  a'  third  reading 
Tarjtl- of  Dutirs^  Mr.  Ingham 


submitted  a  reso- 


rfcl- of  Dutirs^  Mr.  Inghai 
J  I  lution  concerning  a 
{resolution  .agreed  to    - 
Tzyiof,  .Mr.,  rei^iarks  of,  on   .Mr.  Clay's  resolu- 
'  J  tions  concerning  cruisers  of  Foreign  Pow- 
—    _„,!  ™.,  ~;,k  —  enemy 

section  of 
y  an  J  collect  a  direct  tax 
loji  the  bill't.T  encourage  enlistments    - 
ji^troducin,^  resolutions  concerning  licenses 


o\\  the  billit}>  ameilid  the  seventh 
t  the  act  io-.lay  an  J  collect  a  direc 


1864 
2008 
2009 


815 
873 


786 


790 

873 

1471 

783 
1123 
1184 
1230 
1263 
1930 

2013 

2499 

1862 
2006 

1959 
1961 


785 


852 


•  to  di8til!e;-3,  &.C. 


o,M  the  Naiional  Bpnk         .         .         .         . 

'  jti  the  biliho  amerid  the  militia  laws  - 
Pfi  the  issiiiLg  of  Treasury  notes 
Ta};  o't,  General}  Robert   B.,  correspondence  of, 

'       with  Capiain  Bijrrie        .  .  .         . 

yvi^ith  .Admiral  War.rcn         .         .         .         . 

i[e>tr«ct  froBi  the  general  orders  of       -         . 
Tels*i|,  Thomi^^ of  Gebrgia,  appeared  and  took 

r  i  his  seat-  j       -     '     - 
Ter|i^s8ee,  a  hili   declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 

e  1  S'^''**  ^°  '•  '  **^'  "^  ^^^  Legislature  of,  read 

*  I  twice,  aii(    committed 

(reported   wihout  ttmendmcnt,  and  ordered 

I  J  to  a  third 'reading   -  .  .         -         . 

'rtad  a  thir.djtime,  and  passed      .         .         . 

jj.iturned  f»o|n  the  i^enate  with  amendmenUi 

^in'ndmentc  disagreed  to  - 

.tie  SenatQ  i^nsist,  and  ask  a  conference 

Ic'jnferencft  agreed  to,   and    managers    ap- 

S  ^  pointed  j-  ' 


1058 
1862 
1930 
1950 

2237 
2330 
2336 

789 


.  1577 

1863 
1864 
1923 
2005 
2006 

2006 


Tenneasee — continued.  Pat;e. 

report  of  the  managers  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

the   Senate  accept  the  modifications  report- 
ed by  the  managers,  and  the  Hoaite  do 
the  same         ...... 

an  adverse  report  on  the  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  pro\iding  for  paying 
a  detachment  of  militia  for 
Tbomastown,  Mr.  Wood  presented  the  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of,  referred 
(See  Fortsmouth,  A'cu'  Hampahire.) 
Thompson,  John,  report  on  the  petition  ofi  for  in- 
terest    ....... 

the  report,  being  adverse,  concurred  in 
Mr.  Ingentoll  presented  two  petitions  of,  re- 
ferred    ....... 

.Mr.  Newton  presented  another  petition  of, 
referred  ...... 

Thompson,  Richard,  afEdavit  of,  in   relation  to 
his  imprisonment    ..... 

Thorndike,  Israel,  a  bill  for  relief  of  - 


-  2009 


2011 


-   1696 


1865 


792 

804 

1696 

1865 

2279 
2011 


2321 


2279 


reportsd  without  amendment,  and  committed  2014 
indefinitely  postponed         ....  2023 

Tobacco,  digest  of  the  manufacture  of        -         -   2590 
Todd,  Dr.  John,  letter  from,   detailing   the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  after  the  disastrous  af- 
fair of  Frenchtown  .... 

Tompkins,  James,  affidavit  of,  in  relation  to  his 
imprisonment  ..... 

Transportation    of  Troops,    on    motion    of  Mr. 
Wilson  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
improving  the  water  and  land  communica- 
tions between  certain  places  and  the  lakes, 
for  the    ....... 

Treason,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  ex- 
tending the  second  section  of  the  act  es- 
tablishing rules  and  articles  for  the  Army, 
to  citizens       ....-- 

the  resolution  agreed  to       -  -  -  - 

Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of, 
read  twice      ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -          -         .  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Mr.  Desha  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing          

Trinity  Church,  Georgetown,  Mr.  Lewis  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  the  congregation  of,  re- 
ferred      1471 

Troup  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   the  reference  of  a 

resolution        ......     797 

speech  of,  on  .Mr.  Bradley's  resolution   re- 
specting the  failure  of  our  arms    •         -     820 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  fur- 
loughs     867,  86a 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution  -  881 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosvenor  -     884 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  929,  935 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  five  yearn'  enlistments  981 
on  the   report  from   the  conference   on   the 

same      --..-..    1140 
on   the   resolution  concerning  the  Niagara 

frontier 1141 

on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  riflemen  -  1144 

on  the  bill  respecting  volunteers  -  1230,  2009 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  riflemen 

bill 1256 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's 
Yaioobill 183« 
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881 

888 

1199 
1586 
1588 
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Troup,  Mr. — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  bill  for  organizing  the  Army    -         -     1893 

on   the   resolution    respecting   internal   im- 
provements   -         -         .         .         .         -1941 
Tuberville,  .Major  John,  letter  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy 03QJ 

Turreau,  General,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
France,  copy  of  a  letter  said  to  have  been 
addressed  by,  to  Robert  Smith,  Secretary 
of  State  ......     922 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  a  commu- 
nication from  his  chief  clerk,  respecting 
the  letter  of 1059 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution   on  the 

subject  of  said  letter         ....    1128 

laid  on  the  table 1130 

taken  up  for  consideration  and  negatived    -   1236 

Mr.  Hanson  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
same  subject,  negatived  ....  1237 

U. 

Udrce,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  a  mem- 
ber in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hyneman,  resigned, 
was  qualified  and'took  his  seat        -         -     782 

Uniform  MiUtia,  »  bill  from  the  Senate   in  fur- 
ther addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  and 
to  establish  a           -         .         .         .         -2019 
read  twice,  and  committed          ...  2022 
reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed    -         - 2025 

Uniform  mode  of  electing  Senators  and  Repre- 
seuutives,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Wright,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  act  of 
Congress  one  -         .  .  .  .     790 

Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  twice,  &c.         ....   1202 

United  Brethren,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  J.  Cunow,  in  behalf  of  the  -  1768 

Unsettled  Accounts,  a  letter  from  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  the  'I'rcasury,  with  a  statement 
of,  on  the  Auditor's  books        -         -         .     787 
report  of  the  SecreUry  of  War,  on  the  sub- 
ject of 2642 

V. 

Vacant  Grounds,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion ol  sundry  inhabitant^:  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  that  certain,  be- 
tween the  Capitol  and  the  Potomac  riyr, 
may  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  appropria- 
ted to  altering  the  canal,  Ac;  referred  to 
the  District  Committee  .... 

Valuation  of  property  destroyed  in  Frederick- 
town  and  (Jeorgetown,  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland 

Veasy,  John  T.,  certificate  of,  relative  to  the  de- 
struction of  towns  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland 

Veasels  captured  on  Lake  Erie,  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  purchase  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
and  agreed  to  .... 

Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase 
or  building  of  certain,  read  twice,  Ac 
the  committee  discharged,  and  bill  referred 
to  another 1799 
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Veasels  of  War — continued.  Page. 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -   1802 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Violation  of  Flags  of  Truce,  documente  laid  be- 
fore Congress  in  relation  to  the,   by  the 

enemy 

Virginia,  Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  aid  in  opening  an  internal  navi- 
gation, referred  -  -  -  .  . 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Clopton,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  district  courts  in  the  district 

of 

a  bill  to  that  cflTect,  read  twice    .         .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         . 

Volunteers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Degha.the  MiliUry 

Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

the  expediency  of  allowing  additional  pay 

to  the  mounted,  on  the  Canada  expedition 

the  Committee  of  ('laims  were  instructed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 

for  compensation  the  militia,  and    - 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  retain  in 

service  certain,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   .^„-, 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1-135 
which  were  read  and  concurred  in       .         -  1471 
a  bill  to  authorize   the   President  to  accept 

the  services  of,  twice  read        ...  1882 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2009 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2015 
Wabash,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Jennings,  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Claims  were   instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
act  for  relief  of  the  officers,  Ac,  who  served 
in  the  campaign  on  the  ...   1502 

a  biH  supplementary  to   the  act  aforemen- 
tioned, read  twice  -         -         .         .         .   1696 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .   1864 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   I866 
Wagons  and  Horses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha, 

a  resolution  respecting    lost,  was  adopted     790 

Walkington,  George,  report   on    the   petition  of  1773 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       -         -         .  1774 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .   1863 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed       ...   i864 

Ward,  Artemas,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  -         -         .         .         .     g04 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

coasting  trade 1060 

on  the  right  of  expatriation         -         -         -   1099 
on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, Ac 1267 

on  the  Senate  bill  giving  an  increased  bounty 

on  prisoners  --....  1804 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  -         -         .         .   18O8 
Ward,  John,  deposition  of,  relating  to  the  conduct 

of,  the  enemy 2293 

Warren,  Sir  John  B.,   correspondence   of,  with 

the  Secretary  of  State     ....  2238 
letter  from,  to  Brigadier  General  Miller,  re- 
peeling  the  release  ol'  O'Neill          -         .  2319 
W^ashburn,  James,  and  others,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of 1913 

Washington   Library  Company,  a  bill  from   the 

Senate  to  incorporate  the        .         .         .1132 
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[iii^lon  I^Krary  Co. — continued.  Page> 

iead  twicft,  #nd  committed  ...   1143 

Imported,  rtid  a  third  time,  and  passed        -  2027 
fi.  and  Menurt,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of  - 

[•i^er,    Danid,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared 
and  took  Jiis  sent    ----- 
pmark-s  of,  jntrodvictory  of  a  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Cc4iimittice  of  the  Whole  the  Mes- 
sage of  Ii^t   session  in   reply  to   his  reso- 
lution rct^cting  the  French  decrees 
•    ',*J)€ech  of,  0^1  Mr.  Wright's  resolution 
»j4)eech  of,  cji  the  Turreau  letter 
|if  marks  or,t)n  the^  bill   to  encourage  enlist- 
f  ;  ment-s    -J- 

"jrfpeech  of,  c^n  the  same  bill  .         .         - 

^rf  marks  of, ')n  the  Nantucket  bill 
>cyi  printinj?  the  Maryland  memorial  - 
ici{(i  the  Seni*te  amendments  to  the  riflemen 
I  '  bill  ,  *  .  .  .  .  .  1258,  1263 
vc^i  the  Sen»te  aiijendments  to  the  bill  for 
f  ■  organizing  the  Army  .  .  -  .  1893 
;cio  the  Nati  nal  Bknk  .  -  -  -  1943 
|B^)eech  of,  o^i  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  1966 
Wf\l%  Mary,  t  >)ill  to  satisfy  the  claim  of,  read 
*     twice     '  J      - 

^r>-ad  a  thi|d  time,  and  passed      -         .         . 
Wlt^ton,    Lal^&.i,   of    Massachusetts,   appeared 
J     and  toof  /lis  seat    -  -  .  .  - 

fsijeech  of.lofi  the  extension  of  enlistments 
ton  the  emtj^rgo  biil 
Wmti  hill,  Jamie4,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and 
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Dorr,  •  bill   for  relief 

of.  twic;  Jead 1876 

iT.'ad  a  thi?(l|  time,  and  passed      -  -  .  2025 

WiJ,iW8  and  (Jrjihans  of  Mihtia,a  bill  to  provide 

I  '  for  the.  ^«Ud  twice 1229 

^cirdcred  ic' i,  third  reading  -  -  .   1957 

^i^ad  a  timie,  and  passed      -         .  -  -  2003 

qf  officerssot  militia,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the, 

twice  r«a!! 1577 

nson,    (i>fieral,    correspondence    of,   with 
I  Genera'  fir  George  Prevost    -  -  -  2113 

^fjorresponl^ce  of,  with    the   Secretary  of 

i  \   W  ar      -f 2415 

Wifeilims,  Isaav:,jr.,  Mr.   Fiskef  New  York  pre- 
I*   senled'tjhe    petition    of,    contesting     the 
*  J  cleclion,  i»f  John    M.  Bowers,   referred  to 
?  '    the  Co»njnittee  of  Elections    - 
\  1^  favorable ••eport  thereon,  read  -  -  - 

j^the  Hous^  toncur  in  the  report  that,  is  en- 
'  '    titled  to  fhe  seat     -  -  -  -  - 

Appeared  and  took  his  seat,  in  place  of  Mr. 
f    Bowersi  »       -         -         -         -         -         - 

liims,  Johii'^R.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
1  jms,  JaiT,ef,  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
|I  dmson,  JjSn  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 
'  '    read       -I        -----  - 

'  read  a  thin*  time,  and  passed      .         -         . 
WSrijtn,   John«  if  Massachusetts,   appeared   and 

»  j    took  hi»  teat 

I  Remarks  ofJon  the  resolution  respecting  the 
coastin;!  Sradc 
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jn  the  Nil  tucket  bill 
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ment   to  the  bill  fur 


1  »»n  proponig  an  amer 

J  i    the  rctt  r|i  of  vossels        .  -  -         - 

^^'44'"'  'ihoma^,  of  Pennsylvania,  speech  of,  on 
the  extension  of  enlistments  -         .         . 
^n  intern»l|improiements  -         -         -         - 
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Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 

for  relief  of,  read  twice    -         -         -         .   1659 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         .   1594 
Winder,  Colonel    William   H.,   letters   from,   to 

General  Smyth 349j 

return  of  the    regiment   of,   embarked    for 

Canada 2509 

Wines,   manufacture  of,  and  cultivation  of  the 

grape 2620 

Winter,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  payment  for 
buildings  occupied  as  public  stores  and 
burnt  by  the  enemy  whiles©  occupied  -  791 
Wood,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of  -         -  2589 

Wood,  Doctor  James,  a  prisoner,  a  letter  from, 

to  Colonel  Gardner         -         .         .         .  2210 
Wood,    Abiel,  of  Massachusetts,   appeared    and 

took  his  seat 812 

Wood,  James,  deposition  of,  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Grace     -  2304 
Woodward,  Augustus  B.,  extracts  of  letters  from, 

to  General  Proctor  -         .         -         .  330g 

Woollen  Goods,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  manufacturers  of, 
praying  protection,  Ac.  -  -         -         -  1984 

digest  of  the  manufacturei  of    -         -2581,  2607 
Wright,  Robert,  of  Md.,  appeared  and  took  hisseat     787 
remarks  of,  on  the  failure  of  our  arms  in  the 

North 820 

on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  in  relation  to  the 

French  decrees       -         .         .         -  .     836 

speech  of,   on    the    resolution    to  appoint   a 

Lieutenant  General         -  -  -  .     357 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharp's  resolutions  re- 
specting Governor  Chittenden  -  -  860 
on  the  resolution  respecting  furloughs  -  870 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolution  .  -  .  399 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  929,  §31 
on  the  resolution  concerning  coastinc;  trade  1050 
speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  -  1080 
remarks   of,  on   the  resolution  concerning 

blue  lights 1128 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial  -  1209,  1210 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  -  .  .  1659 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  embargo  -  -  .  .  1759 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  -  .  -  1854,  1875 
speech  of,  on  the   bill   from   the  Senate  on 

that  subject 1883 

remarks  of,  on  the  miliiia  laws  -          •  -    1936 
on  the  National  Bank        -         .         .         .   1943 
on   referring   the  bill  to  repeal  the  embar- 
go           1947,  ltt79 

on  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes        -         -  I960 

Y. 

Yancey,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the   laws  as  to 

evidence,  6c.c. 791 

remarks  of,  on   the  Senate  bill   to  compen- 
sate the  Yazoo  claimants         -         .         .   1911 

Yazoo  Claims.  (See  Mississippi^  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  indemnify,  Jfe.) 

\  eo.  Sir  James,  correspondence  of,  with  Commo- 
dore Chauncey 2193 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  considering   .Vtr.  Hanson's 

resolutions 809 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page 

on  postponing  Mr.  Webster's  motion  respect- 
ing the  French  decrees  -  .         .  - 

on  concurring  with  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  partial  appropriation  bill 

on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution         -         .         - 

on  considering  the  new  resolution  lubmit- 
tcd  by   Mr.  Hanson         -  .         .         . 

on  postponing  the  second  of  his  resolutions 

on  agreeing  to  the  same     -         -         .         . 

on  Mr.  Gaston's  motion  to  ask  for  Turreau's 
letter 

on  considering  Mr.  King's  resolution  respect- 
ing the  coasting  trade      .... 

on  Mr.  Sheffey's  motion  to  add  a  rider  to  the 
bill  to  encourage  enlistments  . 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill 

on  agreeing  to  .Mr.  King's  resolution 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  for  re- 
lief of  the  people  of  Nantucket,  <Scc. 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Roberts's  motion 
concerning  Turreau's  letter     ... 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  deliv. 
ery  of  libelled  goods  .         .         -         - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  ransoming  of  vessels 

on  considering  Mr.  King's  resolutions  1155, 1156, 

1157 

on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  additional  ri-  . 
flemen    ------ 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mr.  Pickering's  motion  to 
amend  the  Constitution  -  .  - 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial    - 

on  amending  the  Volunteers'  bill 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, &c.         -         -         -  1248,  1249,  1252 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  to 
raise  riflemen  -  -         -  .         _ 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  returp 
of  vessels         -----        ;. 

on  recommitting  the  loan  bill     .         .        i. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Treasury  note 
bUl         -         -         -         -         -         -         - 

on  considering  Mr.  Wright's  resolution  to 
suspend  the  embargo       .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  loan  bill     - 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
floating  batteries    -         -         .         .         - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  giving 
increased  l>ounty  on  prisoners 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Navy 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  appro 
priations  for  the  Military  Establishment 

on  amending  the  bill  for  support  of  Govern 
ment      ----.. 

on  amotion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yazoo  bill   1855 

on  instructing  the  committee  to  whom  said 
bill  was  referred     .....   1858 

on  coubidenng  Mr.  Gaston's  resolutions  to 
repeal  the  embargo         ....   I868 

a  resolution  concerning  the  coasting  trade  1877 

on  considering  the    report  of  the  committee 

on  domestic  distilled  spirits     .  -         -    1878 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
Paul  Cutfee 1881 
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Yeaa  and  Nays — continued.  Pag*. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Isaac  Clason  .....   1888 

on  amending  the  Senate's  Yazoo  bill   1891,  1912, 

1918 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
militia  laws    ...... 

on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  to  take  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  Sute  in  reply  to 
his  resolution  concerning  the  French  de- 
crees     ----... 

on  Mr.  Desha's  motion  for  the  further  issue 
of  Treasury  notes  ..... 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  National 
Bank     --.--.. 
on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  1984, 

1986,  1991,  1992 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -         -  2000 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -         -  2001 

on  indefinite   postponement  of  the  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  taxing  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits    ...... 

on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo 
on   amending  the  bill  for  protection  of  the 

Northern  frontiers  .         .         -         -  ,„.„ 

on  a  resolution  respecting  foreign  licenses  »021 
on  printing  the  embargo  bill       -         -         -  2032 
on  postponing  the  same      ....  2033 

on  amending  the  same      2034,  2048,  2049,  2050, 

2051,2052 
on  a  motion  to  adjourn  -  -  .  .  2051 
on  the  final   passage  of  the   bill   laying  an 

embargo 2053 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  same     -  8064 
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Additional  Appropriations,  an  act  making,  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1814    -         -         - 

Additional  Military  Force,  an  act  to  amend  the 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an 

Allowance  of  Forage,  an  act  to  regulate  the,  to 
officers  of  the  Army        .         -         .         . 

Appointment  of  certain  officers  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  an  act  to  authorize  the, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States 

Army,  an  act  making  further  provision  for  fill- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  regular  .  .  - 
for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and  sup- 
plying the      ----.. 

Assessors,  an  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  appointment  and  compensation  of     - 

B. 

Barnes,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  for  the 
defence  of  the  portB  and  harbors  o(  the 
United  States 2680 

British  Licenses  or  Passes,  an  act  to  prohibit  the 

u»e  of 8777 

Bryce,  Henry,  an  act  for  the  relief  of         -         -  2734 

Burrows  and  McCall,  Lieutenants,  a  resolution 

relative  to  the  brilliant  achievements  of   -  2856 


2853 
2679 
2767 

2765 
2789 
3814 
2774 
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conveyance  of  persons,  an  act 

the 


\       lie 

iagea  for  tb|: 
I     iaying  dttiea  op      - 
t^in    Docun|ent«,    an    act    to    authorize 
transpoTWtion  oC,  free  of  postage 

aims  to  land  in 
ing- 
8  to  I.anJ|  &c.,  an  act  giving  further  time 
for  registiring         ..... 
act  concerning  certain,  in 


P«ge. 


?  •    transpoTWtion  oi,  free  oi  po 
CiTt|ficates  of  cZinfirmition  of  cia 
?  I    Louisianji,  an  act  concernir 


i 


-  2723 


2734 


2853 


i779 


Illinois  Ter- 


-  2833 


shiprian  John,  a  resolution  directing 
a  6woriJ  <to  be  presented  (o  the  nearest 

male  reloiive  of 2858 

li  in  the  iwo   Houses  of  Congress,  an  act 
♦  I   fixing  ih^  comfiensation  of  the         -         .  2851 
^Miinissioners  ^f  the  Revenue,  an  act  to  estab- 

J  ,'  lish  the  cjfice  of 2722 

Cofi/ress,  an   aft  fixing  the  tjme  for  the  next 

1  ^   meeting  ^f     .         .         -         .          2734,  2835 
Co^)^  of  Rangers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force, 
{  j  for  a   iixrlted  tifme,  certain   acts   author- 
(  !  izing      -J       -                   ....  07.J3 
Coiirb  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of 
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The  Loan  BUL 


H.  OP  R. 


two  countries  en^geio  war.     Can  it  be  true,  that  f  any  of  our  rights  as  an   independent  nation,  in 

persons  who  have   expatriated  themselves  under    order  to  secure  that  object.     Let  us  stand  firmljr 
such  circumstances,  can  be  bound    to  allegiance  |  by  our  own  rights,  and  depend  upon  our  own  ex- 
to  their  original  country  ?     Could  such  have  been  j  ertions  for  security, 
the  understanding  of  any  of  the  persons  concern-  i       Sir.  I  will  not  enter  into  an  examination  of  the 


ed  ?  It  does  seem  to  rae  to  be  at  war  with  the 
plainest  principles  of  reason  and  humanity.  In 
this  case,  the  population  is  thrown  off  upon  the 
principle  of  self-preservation  in  respect  to  the 
original  country  ;  it  is  received  into  the  second, 
upon  the  principles  of  humanity  ;  and  afterwards, 
forsooth,  u  turns  out  that  they  are  bound  to  be 
the  enemy,  or  at  best,  but  inefficient  friends  to  the 
country  in  which  they  reside;  into  which  they 
have  been  hospitably  received,  and  by  the  laws 
of  which  they  have  been  protected.  Doctrines 
leading  to  such  consequences  cannot  be  true. 
But,  sir,  it  IS  the  practical  consequences  of  this 
retended   right  of  Great   Britain,  of  which  we 


I 


question,  whether  this  war  was  declared  at  the 
precise  point  of  time  when  it  ought.  I  will  not 
endeavor  to  prove  that  it  ought  to  have  been  de- 
clared sooner,  or  that  the  declaration  ought  to 
have  been  postponed  awhile.  We  are  engaged 
in  war,  and  the  great  desideratum  seems  to  be,  in 
what  way  we  can  most  probably  get  out  of  it 
without  loss  or  disgrace.  Neither  will  I  under- 
take to  investigate  th"  question,  whether  this  war 
has  been  skilfully  conducted  or  not.  I  feel  unable 
to  say  that  it  has  been  ably  managed;  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  the  means  furnished  have  not 
been  well  directed  to  the  end.  But  this  does  not 
furnish  to  my  mind  a  sufficient  argument  for 
ave  the  greatest  cause  to  complain..  Under  the  i  withholding  the  means.  When  we  furnish  the 
pretext  of  impressing  English  sailors,  thousands  j  means,  we  have  done  our  duty ;  the  responsibility 
of  native-born  American  seamen  have  been  forci-  i  will  not  rest  on  us ;  and  I  am  entirely  averse  to 
biy  dragged  from  their  ships,  their  country,  and  j  take  on  myself  the  responsibility  that  might  be 
friends,  and  compelled  to  endure  a  state  of  mili-  j  consequent  upon  a  denial  of  the  means, 
tary  imprisonment  on  board  British  ships  of  war.  |  I  will  now  come  to  the  question  presenting  it- 
to  fight  afjainst  those  who  were  not  their  enemie.s,  :  self  more  directly  by  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  for  those  who  had  despoiled  them  of  their  |  This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  a  loan,  the  object 
liberty,  and  all  which  can  endear  life  to  man.  It  of  which  is  to  procure  money  to  defray  the  ex- 
is  true,  the  British  Government  disavows  this  penses  of  the  war.  We  have  pas.sed  sundry  bills 
practice,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  it  is  persisted  with  a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  which 
in  ;  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  they  are  not  ia;no-  ,  are  all  dependent,  as  to  their  efficacy,  upon  this; 
rant  thai  such  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
practice  of  impressment. 

Gentlemen  here  lay  great  stress  on  what  they 
are  pleased  to  call  the  necessity  of  Great  Britain's  !  pass  it  ?     1  hold  that  it  is.     In  reflecting  upon  this 
exercising  this   practice   in   order   to  secure   her  j  subject,  I  have  concluded   in  ray  mind,  that  it  is 


all  of  which  will  be  entirely  lifeless  without  this. 
This  IS  necessary  to  add  sinews  anJ  give  motion 
to  the  whole  machinery.     Is  it  not  expedient  to 


maritime  power,  which  power,  they  say.  is  ne-  j 
cessary  to  preserve  her  existence.  I  do  not  admit. 
sir,  that  the  overgrown  power  now  possessed  by 
Great  Britain  is  necessary  to  her  existence;  but,' 
if  It  i.s.  It  IS  no  argument  with  me  for  abandoning; 
any  of  our  rights.  This  doctrine  of  necessilv,  as 
applied  to  the  British  navy,  is  extremely  vague  ; 
and  if  settled  as  a  principle,  would  lead  to  con- 
sequences, by  a  very  plausible  kind  of  reasoning, 
which  would  destroy  the  maritime  rights  of  every 
other  nation.  Tlie  naval  superiority  of  Britain 
is  necessary  to  secure   her   existence  ;  the   nava 


always  expedient,  when  a  nation  is  engaged  in  a 
state  of  war  with  a  strong  Power — with  a  Power 
capable  of  taking  advantage  t>f  its  errors  and  en- 
dangering its  rights — to  prepare  amply  and  prose- 
cute the  war  vigorously,  without  reference  to  the 
original  cause  of  the  war.  I  would  pursue  this 
course,  sir.  because  i  would  be  unwilling  to  put 
to  hazard  any  of  the  unquestionable  rights  of  the 
nation,  by  a  feeble  and  inefficient  course  of  war- 
fare;  because,  sir.  I  would  rather  the  nation  to 
which  I  belong  would  have  it  in  its  power  to  dic- 
tate the  terms  of  pacification  than  to  be  dictated 


superiority  of  Britain  cannot  be  supported  with-  to.  I  am  not  willing  to  admit,  that  as  an  indi- 
out  just  as  much  of  the  commerce  of  il>e  world  vidual,  there  a.'e  not  many  acts  of  injustice  which 
as  she  deems  necessary  to  effectuate  this  object ;  i  I  would  rather  suffer  than  do ;  in  which  I  would 
therefore,  Britain  ought  to  have  the  monopoly  of  rather  be  acted  upon,  than  be  the  actor ;  but,  sir, 
all  commerce;  she  ought   to  carry  for  all  ;  she  I  I  will  frankly  declare,   that   I  would  rather  take 


ought  to  buy  and  sell  for  ail,  if  necessary  to  sup- 
port her  navy.  Gentlemen,  I  hope,  are  not  pre- 
pared to  aJinit  this;  but  really,  when  we  see  the 
various  attempts  which  the  British  Government 


upon  myself  the  proper  dividend  of  almost  any* 
act  of  injustice  to  a  foreign  nation,  than  my  por- 
tion of  the  disgrace   that   might   be  consequent 
upon  a  war   feebly  and  inefficiently  prosecuted- 


have  made  to  change  the  old  settled  principles  of  |  The  nation  against  which  we  are  making  war.  is 


national  law,  or  rather  to  introduce  new  princi 
pies,  I  am  compelled  to  believe  she  desires  some- 
thing like  such  monopoly.  I  am,  for  one,  not 
prepared  to  yield  to  the  correctness  of  her  rea- 
soning as  to  the  necessity  of  pursuing  such  a 
course  for  the  security  of  her  national  existence. 
or  the  existence  of  her  Government ;  neither  am 
I,  aduitiiing  its  correctness,  willing  to  surrender 
13lh  Con.  2d  Sess.— 46 


a  strong  nation  ;  of  this  we  have  ample  evidence; 
very  recently  by  her  prowess,  and  through  the 
means  of  her  financial  resources,  the  gigantic 
power  of  Bonaparie  h^s  been  broken  and  dissi- 
pated in  Spain  and  Portugal;  she  has  been  the 
very  soul,  the  animating  principle,  and  given  sin- 
ews to  that  torinidaljle  league  on  continental  Eu- 
rope, which  ha.s  defeated  and  driven  the  Emperor 
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of  France  Within  the  limits  of  bis  own  empire. 
Have  we  lljen  nothing  to  fear  from  her  enterprises 
upon  the  snpposi<ion  of  remissness  or  negligence 
on  our  pai»t  ?  I  apprehend  we  have.  We  pre- 
sent to  he:  enterprises  a  frontier  of  about  fuur 
thousand  njiles.  vulnerable  to  her  and  her  red  al- 
lies at  marjy  points;  already  has  she  seized  and 
held  for  m|re  than  a  year,  one  of  our  territories; 
il  is  still  v(,.lnerable  ;  one  of  our  States  is  feeble 
in  population,  and  m  a  manner  severed  Irom  the 
^e^t  of  the  joalion.  If  we  are  remiss,  will  she  not 
liave  il  in  ;her  power  to  seize  upon  some  weak 
[joint  and  ^old  it,  demanding  as  the  price  of  res- 
titution scyne  commercial  sacrifice  not  before 
brought  inio  view?  She  may  tell  you,  we  will 
oot  yield  t)  is  advantage  without  an  equivalent ; 
this  equiva  enl  may  be  some  restriction  on  your 
icommerce;*  or  it  may  be  the  entire  use  of  the 
likes,  with'  barrier  towns  on  this  side  to  secure 
|ttiat  object,  or  boih.  Have  we  any  pledge  that 
Qur  enemyrwill  ipot  have  the  disposition  to  make 
t|ie  most  oi  any  successes  consequent  upon  our 
iijegligence  ?  The  history  of  her  usurpations,  ex- 
^Hciions.  an(l  bloodshed  in  India,  will  answer  the 
•nuestion  ;  ^nd  th(»  alTair  of  Copenhagen  will  guar- 
|i|nty  that  a^iswer^ 

fr  Sir,  the*  history  of  all  nations  and  ages  will 
^dmonish  js  against  remissness  or  negligence  in 
Jtjie  conduM  of  a  war.     I  will  cite  one  ur  twoex- 

i^mples.  '  'he  history  of  the  origin,  progress,  and 
ijerminatioi  of  the  second  Punic  v/ar,  between 
C^arttiage  ind  Rome,  exhibits  to  us  an  awful 
yarning  against  any  the  least  remissne-s.  The 
^tensible  i^rigin  of  that  war  was  the  territorial 
Ijmits  of  tile  two  nation>  in  Spain.     Rome  ad- 

imonished  ilie  Cartliagetiians  against  crossing  the 
liver  Iber4>.  and  against  molesting  the  people  of 
Saguntum^  her  ally  ;  she   was  probably  right  in 
:  v!^  doing ;  Jie  claimed  not  anything  o(   Carthage 
;  f  io  Africa.  »  The  Carihagenian^  regarded  not  her 
!  iitdmonitio^  ;  a   larse.  well-disciplined  army  un- 
.  »^er  Hanniiial,  the  General  of  Carthage,  thegreat 
;4?st  warrio«of  the  age,  commenced  its  march  for 
'|the  invasion  and  subjugation  of  Rome;  this  ar- 
5tny  crossed  the  Pyrenees,  traversed  the  length  of 
;<.iaul,  crosied  over  the  Alps,  and  fell  down  upon 
:-^{ialy  ;  several  great  battles  were  fought,  in  which 
>^.tihe  arms  oj"  Carthage  prevailed  ;  and  by  the  great 
*iictory  of  tihe  Carthageniansat  Cannap.  the  power 
.' ^f    Rume 'seemifd   to   be   almost   annihilated;  it 
^•eemed  toj  be  limited   to    the  walls  of  the  city. 
.i;»iere  was  ^n  important  crisis  in  this  war;  imme- 
i^liately  aft^r  thu   victory,  the   Republic  of  Car- 
jXiliage  oujlft  to  h»ve  amply  and  promptly  su[»piied 
h^lheir  General  wijh  fresh  troops  and  money.    Car- 
:  ^page  wasiremisi  ;  the  consequence  was.  that  the 
;^.|^ower  ol   Hume  revived  ;  and  finally,  tlie  late  of 
t  Carthage  \tz-<  settled  on  the  plains  ol  Zama.    She 
•'ir*"  compelled  tpsue  for  peace;  she  lust  her  pos- 
^  pssions  iiCSpain  ;  she  yielded  Rome  tribute,  and 
-.  ^as  ignoiTiinioufsly  restricted   in    her   navy  and 
Jfommercn     Now.  sir.  alihoush  I  do  not  indulge 
:^  %  fear  thaij^it  wilJ  be  as  bad  witli  us  as  with  Car- 
'^jl'"?*;  ye-,  1  cannot  but  fear,  that  through  negli- 
if*|rence,  wehiay  lose  murh  ;  that  we  may  becom- 
; V  uelled  losiijmil ip terms dl^gracel"ul  in  ihemselves ; 

\A  \      '■ 

>•  t  i 

;^*  »        •= 


and  as  I  would,  as  a  Carthagenian,  have  regretted 
the  lack  of  the  means  which,  in  all  probability, 
would  have  led  to  the  subjugation  ol'  Rome,  in 
preference  to  the  losses  and  degradation  of  my 
own  country,  without  reference  to  the  cause  of 
the  war;  so,  as  an  American.  I  would  regret  that 
we  should  sustain  any  losses,  or  be  compelled  to 
submit  to  degrading  terms  ;  and  I  would  the  more 
regret  it,  if  it  should  seem  to  be  the  consequence 
of  negligence.  I  would  prefer  that  we  could  dic- 
tate the  terms  of  peace,  rather  than  be  dictated 
to.  without  any  reference  to  the  cause  of  the 
war. 

A  strong  example,  sir.  to  show  how  unreason- 
ably nations  at  war  will  rise  in  their  terms  with 
success,  is  exhibited  in  the  celebrated  war  in  Eu- 
rope for  the  succession  to  the  Spanish  throne.  In 
that  war.  Lewis  XIV.,  with  the  greater  part  of 
the  Spanish  nation,  was  arrayed  on  the  one  side, 
contending,  for  the  right  of  a  Bourbon  to  the 
throne;  on  the  other,  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
the  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  and  England, 
contending  in  favor  of  a  descendant  from  the 
House  of  Hapsbur^.  In  the  progress  of  the  war. 
Louis  was  so  hardly  pressed,  that  he  offered,  in 
order  to  secure  his  own  dominions,  to  withdraw 
his  forces  from  aiding  his  connexion  ;  but  so  much 
were  the  allies  elated  with  their  succes.s,  that  this 
would  not  satisfy  them  ;  they  demanded  that  he 
should  turn  his  arms  against  the  competitor  of 
the  Bourbon  family,  his  grandson.  He  refused 
this,  and  the  result  was  such  as  it  ought  to  have 
been.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  is  expe- 
dient to  authorize  the  loan.  The  honor,  interest 
and  safety  of  this  nation.  I  believe,  require  it. 

I  will  vote,  sir.  for  this  loan,  with  a  view  to 
pave  the  way  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war;  and  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  any  len^al 
g»'0graphical  limit  to  our  military  operations ;  I 
am  unwilling  that  we  should  by  law.  as  some 
desire,  confine  our  exertions  to  our  own  territory. 
If  we  were  thus  to  limit  ourselves,  the  enemy 
would  have  it  completely  in  their  power  to  choose 
the  time  and  place  of  battle,  and  could  never  be 
expected  to  fight  us  but  when  they  were  able  to 
be.it  us:  if  we  marched  an  army  to  any  point  of 
our  frontier  to  oppose  and  give  them  battle,  they 
would  not  be  there  unless  able  to  beat  us;  but 
you  would  immediately  hear  of  some  incursion 
into  our  territory  in  some  other  part;  march  an 
army  to  this  second  point,  and  you  will  not 
find  ihem  unless  in  sufficient  force  to  beat  you. 
Again,  sir,  under  this  syttem  of  confining  our- 
selves to  geographical  limits,  the  enemy  will  be 
permitted  to  make  the  utmost  of  any  victory  ob- 
tained near  our  borders,  whilst  on  the  other  hand 
the  crossing  the  line  in  flight  will  save  their 
routed  armies.  I  cannot  consent,  sir.  to  shield  a 
fiying  foe  by  an  act  of  Congress.  I  wish,  sir,  to 
see  this  war  conducted  according  to  the  best  rules 
of  the  art :  the  sum  of  which  is.  to  produce  to  our 
enemy  the  greatest  possible  loss  of  blood  and 
treasure  by  the  least  possible  loss  on  our  side.  I 
believe  this  will  be  better  effected  by  concentra- 
ting a  suflTicient  force  and  making  an  invasion  of 
their  territory,  than   by  waiting  for  their  enter- 
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prises  upon  our  territory.  I  would  prefer  that 
the  territory  of  our  enemy  should  be  the  theatre  of 
military  deeds,  rather  than  our  own. 

I  have  not  entered  into  any  nice  financial  cal- 
culations, or  made  any  deep  researches  into  the 
principles  of  political  economy,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  determine  whether  the  people  of  this 
country  will  be  able  to  loan  to  the  Government 
the  money  contemplated  ;  but  I  believe,  judging 
from  past  occurrences,  that  it  may  be  obtained:  1 
believe  it  to  be  necessary,  and  I  cannot  bring  my 
mind  to  vote   against  this  bill  upon   any  specula 


foreign  enemy  to  perseTere  in  a  course  of  hostile 
policy,  and  may  have  the  effect  of  driving  the 
majority  into  a  crooked,  wavering,  and  feeble 
course  of  policy.  But  whilst  I  admit  the  dan- 
gers and  evils  to  be  apprehended  on  the  one  side, 
I  will  not  be  forgetful  that  there  are  dangers  on 
the  other.  Fearless,  then,  of  the  frowns  of  any 
party,  I  declare  to  you  that  I  believe,  that  when- 
ever the  liberties  of  this  nation  are  destroyed,  it 
will  be  done  by  a  majority.  Party  spirit  seems 
to  me  to  be  growing  apace  in  this  country;  and 
the  arts  of  obtaining  and  perpetuating  parly  power 


lions  of  this  kind.  If  we  pass  the  bill,  and  the  are  fast  developing  themselves;  to  what  conse- 
money  cannot  be  obtained,  the  fault  will  not  be  [  quences  they  will  lead,  I  cannot  say  with  certainty, 
in  us;  we  will  have  discharged  ourselves  of  re-  ;  But  really,  sir,  I  cannot  but  indulge  in  fears  that 
sponsibility.  But,  sir,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  I  will  live  to  see  the  day  wheri  everything  of 
remarking,  that  if  the  present  state  of  things  con-  rational  liberty  will  be  annihilated  by  some  ma- 
tinue  long,  this  Government  will  not  be  able  to  jority  ;  when  all  the  honors  and  emoluments  of 
borrow  money  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times;  |  the  nation  will  be  dispostd  of,  at  the  whim  and 
or  will  be  compelled  to  give  a  most  exorbitant  ;  caprice  of  three,  four,  or  five  of  the  leaders  of  the 
rate  of  interest.  This  nation  is  now  prohibited  I  majority:  and  all  these  things  will  be  managed 
fro?n  selling  anything  and  permitted  to  buy  much.  '  with  the  forms  and  in  the  name  of  liberty,  under 
The  purchases  of  foreign  articles,  it  does  .seem  to  j  the  warmest  professions  of  attachment  to  the 
me,  must  be  paid  for  in  specie;  this  will  produce  I  public  weal.  I  cannot  fix  upon  any  precise  time 
a  drain  of  our  specie;  as  specie  becomes  scarce,  '  for  the  happening  of  this  event;  but  I  believe  I 
its  comparative  value  will  rise;  men  who  have  '  can  give  you  many  of  the  signs;  and  when  all 
capital  of  this  sort  will  of  course  either  lay  it  out  the  signs  are  seen  by  men  ol  discernment,  they 
in  the  purchase  of  property  advantageously  ;  or,  will  verily  know  that  the  event  has  come  to  pass, 
upon  loans,  will  exact  a  much  higher  rate  of  VVhen  this  event  happens,  there  will  be  dispersed 
in'erest.  through  this  nation  a  host  of  hireling  editors  of 

Sir,  much  has  been  said  in  relation  to  the  \  newspapers,  busily  engaged  in  puffing  their  em- 
rights  of  majorities  and  minorities ;  and  with  re- 1  ployers,  and  moulding  and  fashionmg  public 
spect  to  what  each  may  rightfully  do.  I  do  not  j  sentiment  by  deception  to  suit  their  viewsf  Whea 
mean.  sir.  to  enter  into  any  tedious  discussion  I  this  event  happens,  this  country  will  swarm  with 
upon  these  subjects;  but  I  feel  somewhat  inter- I  little  demagogues,  whose  appropriate  business 
ested  in  stating  what  I  believe  to  be  my  duty  as  I  will  be  to  sound  the  praise  of  their  leaders,  and 
one  of  the  legislators  of  this  nation.  I  believe  it  misguide  public  sentiment;  playino'.  at  the  same 
to  be  my  duty  to  endeavor  to  understand  the  j  time,  the  part  of  sycophants  to  their  leaders,  and 
true  bearing  of  the  questions  proposed  here;  as  the  deceivers  of  the  people;  looking  for  their  re- 
well  in  relation  to  the  Constitution  which  bounds  I  ward,  and  willing  to  be  sent  here  and  wire  worked 
our  powers,  as  to  its  political  consequences,  as  a  by  the  great  political  jugglers  in  the  way  which 
measure  of  expediency,  not  disregarding  any  facts  may  best  suit  their  purposes.  In  those  days,  every 
which  may  stand  connected  with  it;  and,  after  j  sentiment  deemed  important  by  the  leaders  will 
having  obtained  as  correct  a  view  of  the  subject  |  be  made  a  test,  an  article  of  political  orthodoxy, 
as  my  mental  powers  will  permit,  to  give  a  vote  i  and  all  who  will  not  assent  will  be  considered  as 
that  will  accord  with  the  judgment  of  my  mind.  I  heretics :  it  will  not  be  enough  that  a  man  is  at- 


When  I  have  taken  this  course.  I  will  have  my 
own  approbation  ;  I  will  be  supported  by  con- 
sciousness of  rectitude.  Really,  sir,  I  cannot 
yield  that  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  pace  through 
this  hall  and  inquire  of  every  member  what  will 


tached  to  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  and 
that  he  has  acquired  a  character  for  integrity  and 
good  sense — he  must  praise  his  leaders — his  sen- 
timents must  be  in  perfect  accordance  upon  all 
points.     Then  will  be  heard  denunciations  against 


be  his  vote,  in  order  to  determine  on  what  side  I  all  who   have   not   precisely  pursued  the   course 
the  majority  will  fall,  with  the  view  to  determine  I  marked  out;    made  for  the  purpose  of  whippin <»■ 


in  what  way  I  shall  vote.  I  may  be  put  down 
for  not  pursuing  this  course;  I  am  prepared  to 
meet  such  event.  I  will  endeavor — it  is  my 
duty  —  to  submit  to  all  Constitutional  acts  of  the 
majority ;  but  I  am  not  bound  to  declare  they  are 
wise  or  expedient. 

There  has  been  much  said  on  the  subject  of 
parties  in  a  Republic;  we  have  been  eloquently 
admonished  again>t  the  evil  effects  of  parly  spirit 
in  a  minority.  Sir,  my  opinion  is,  that  the  ex- 
ertions (»f  a  minority  may  be  productive  of  evil 
con.sequence.s,  when  steadily  pursued  as  an  em- 
bodied party  ;  such  exertions  may  encourage  a 


in  the  timid  and  crushing  the  firm.  When  this 
crisis  arrives,  this  hall,  which  ought  through  all 
time  be  the  great  watch-tower  of  liberty — from 
which  the  language  of  the  patriot  might  be  heard 
in  the  voice  of  warning;  and  from  which  the 
rays  of  political  truth  might  be  shed  abroad  by 
open,  fair,  and  manly  discussion,  will  on  favorite 
occasions  be  silent  as  death:  by  the  use  of  the 
previous  question,  and  upon  the  ready  plea  of  the 
necessity  of  despatching  business,  discussion  will 
be  silenced;  and  this  hall  present  to  the  eye  a 
college  of  silent  recorders,  Tlien  will  the  rights 
of  all  who  have  independence  of  mind  to  disap- 
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rprove  of  ije  course  of  a  party,  however  much  it 
'  !  4pav  meri»  it,  consist  of  obedience  to  their  will. 
"  %  ;  Whate\|er  others  may  think,  my  judgment  and 
•■teelings  conspire  and  embolden  me  to  say,  that 
*■•>  majority  may  err.  It  was  corrupt  majorities. 
:^if  ray  merjiory  serves  me  correctly,  tliat,  by  their 
^  jntrigues  with  Philip  of  Macedon,  paved  the  way 
tior  his  sL^bjugalion  of  the  Grecian  Republics. 
Jxhe  triurr<viraie  of  Caesar,  Pompey,  and  Crassus, 
?(irielded  a  {iiajornty  of  the  Roman  Senate.  Crom- 
^  j^ell  bad  bis  majority  in  the  English  Parliament 
;  *-yes,  sir,she  had  his  entire  Parliament.  Robes- 
5  Jierre  hacj  his  jnajorily  in  the  French  National 
^Oon^^Poticaa.  Even  Nero  observed  the  forms  of 
;  the  Roma*  Republic,  and  had  his  majority  in  the 
I  ^senate  of  Rome, 

*     Mr.  PeajBson  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

%     Mr.  Ch^jirmar^:  The  extenland  variety  of  this 

*discussion|may,  perhaps,  tend  to  impair  the  real 

jinporianci?  and  intrinsic  solemniiy  of  the  subject 

*immediai(ily  presented  to  our  consideration.     It 

u«,  howevir,  so  intiraatfly   connected   with  the 


All  estimates  of  the  character  of  those  which 
the  gentleman  has  furnished,  must,  in  their  na- 
ture, be  uncertain,  because  their  great  ba>is  rests 
principally  on  conjecture.  Were  I  asked  to 
set  a  price  on  the  soil  of  my  country,  which  would 
compensate  its  present  possessors  for  the  aban- 
donment of  it,  and  oblige  them  to  seek  existence 
in  other  climes,  I  would  indignantly  say.  Not  the 
accumulated  wealth  of  the  world  could  for  a  mo- 
ment tempt  us  to  part  with  the  land  of  our  fa- 
thers— our  inestimable  inheritance.  In  this  point 
of  view,  the  estimate  of  the  capital  of  the  country 
at  $2,567,480,000  is  far  below  its  intrinsic  value. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  idea  is  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed that  this  sum  constitutes  a  disposable  cap- 
ital, or  a  fund  from  which  is  derived  a  profit  in 
any  considerable  degree  equal  to  the  ordinary  in- 
terest of  money,  such  a  suppo:iition  is  too  illusory 
to  require  refutation.  Without  examining  the 
several  items  which  are  assumed  as  constituting 
this  general  aggregate  of  our  wealth,  I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  examining  one  only  ;  and  should 


^^haracteriftic  policy  and  avowed  objects  of  the,  it  appear  to  have  been  overrated  nearly  one  hund 

'^jl^dministiiition,  as  to  render  their  separation  al-    -■'"''   -'       '-"-  /•    .      . 

.i^iost  irapijacticable,  and  may  well  justify,  if  not 

ij^ositively'.demand,  some  inquiry  into  that  policy 

»  kud  those  jtjbjects.     By  the  bill  on  yuur  table,  to- 

Jgether  wi^h  the-  issue  of  paper  called  Treasury 

y^lotes,  for  Jive  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  proposed  to 

jLjjbtain  thihy  millions  of  dollars  on  the  credit  of 

J  the  Government,  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the 

HP  military  ajnd  naral  service  of  the  current  year; 

^  the  whole;  receipts  from  taxes,  and  other  sources 

^p{  revenui,  not  amounting  to  more  than  the  pay- 

''Viient  of  ititerest  on  former  loans,  the  stipulated 

-  reimbursement  of  part  of  the  old  debt,  and  ex- 

^penses  of  the  civil  list.     The  first  question  which 

^iresents  f^icK  i,   this:    Can   the  Administration 

Vtorrow,  oh  terms  which  they  ought  to  accept,  the 

; immense  ?ura  now  proposed?     I  profess  not,  sir, 

iiny  pecufear  skjll  in  finance,  and  but  a  limited 
.  j«%nowledg<o  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  this  country. 
'-•J  will,  thrt-efore,  not  hazard  a  positive  opinion  as 
^  to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the  proposed 
i  loan,  though  I  have  no  hesitation  in  b^-lieving 
•ihat  it  wi»l  not  be  obtained  with  the  facility  im- 
r.  agined  by'some  gentlemen,  and  that  the  practical 

resources  t)f  the  country,  in  its  present  situation. 

bave  been^greatly  overrated. 
i      The  ho/iorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 


I 


*  Ways  anif  Means,  (Mr.  Eppes)  in  a  manner  per- 
-^  baps  required  to  insure  success  to  bis  measures, 

t  exhibited  k  very  flattering  prospect  of  the  ajjgre- 
?^ate  valu*^  uf  our  country — the  annual  profits  of 
^  jndustry-aod  the  probable  amount  of  ueces.sary 

•  Jind  unnejressary  circulating  medium.  I  object 
i  tiot  to  the^fTori  of  that  genifeman.  to  convince  us 
*,  bf  the  abuity  of  the  country,  and  the  interest  of 
:  Ihe  monej  holders  to  lend,  when  his  object  is  to 

•^iorruw.  Ma  priraie  life,  when  a  proposition  is 
^5"ade,  or  a|  favor  a^ked,  the  appeal  is  made  to  our 
^Jibility  orVur  interest.  If  our  charity  is  applied 
to,  the  excellence  of  that  cardinal  virtue  is  not 
>nly  portiraved  by  the  successful  mendicant,  hut 
»B  claim»ecomes  irresistible  the  moment  he  per- 
.  *uades  utf  that  virtue  is  emineniiy  our  own. 


red  fold,  the  elaborate  superstructure  of  the  hon- 
orable chairman  must  necessarily  be  shaken,  and 
the  whole  fabric  left  for  its  support  on  little  more 
than  vague  conjecture  and  visionary  speculation. 
The  item  I  allude  to  is  $800,000,000,  the  estimat- 
ed value  of  our  wild  unappropriated  lands.  What 
those  lands  may  be  worth  some  centuries  to  come 
I  pretend  not  to  say  ;  but  it  is  a  well  known  f^act, 
that  the  average  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  them 
for  the  last  six  or  eight  years  has  not  exceeded 
$600,000  ;  and  as  this  seems  to  be  the  era  for  con- 
quest, and  further  extension  of  our  territorial  lim- 
its, 1  doubt  whether  we  can,  for  many  years  to 
come,  calculate  on  increased  sales  of  unappropri- 
ated lands.  Taking,  then.  S 600  000  as  the  annual 
value  of  this  fund,  it  is  evident  a  disposable  cap- 
ital often  millions  would  yield  an  equal  income. 
The  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  this  esti- 
mated capital  of  $800^000.000.  employed  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  is,  and  probably  as  it  ought 
to  be,  is  only  equal  to  ten  millions  of  specie,  or 
other  active  capital.  Thus,  forall  practical  finan- 
cial purposes,  the  estimated  value  of  those  lands 
IS  eighty  fold  beyond  their  real  disposable  value. 
Sir,  we  might  as  well  boast  of  the  value  of  the 
air  we  breatiie,  or  of  our  political  institutions,  as 
to  talk  of  a  fund  which  cannot  be  brought  into 
action,  or  in  any  way  converted  to  meet  the  pe- 
cuniary exigencies  of  the  Government.  The 
comparison,  I  think,  for  the  purposes  of  the  argu- 
ment, a  fair  one.  This  little  book  (the  Constitu- 
tion) is  worth  to  my  country  more  than  would  be 
the  wealth  of  Europe — at  tlie  same  time  it  can 
be  purchased  in  any  book  shop  for  the  cost  of 
printins  and  paper.  The  sum  which  could  be 
raised  from  the  exclusive  «ale  of  if,  would  bear 
no  iiuagiiiable  proportion  to  its  intrinsic  valMe — 
so  also  must  be  the  result  of  all  calculations,  for 
financial  purposes,  on  those  wild  lands,  and  a  vast 
pro(. onion  of  undisposable  capital  in  this  and 
every  other  country. 

Tne  gentleman  (.Mr.  Eppes)  has  al«o  favored 
us  with  an  estimate  of  the  annual  income  arising 
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from  his  assumed  ca{V^tal.  To  this  the  same  gen- 
eral objections  will  apply  ;  the  premiums  being 
assumed,  the  conclusions  are  necessarily  incon- 
clusive. The  result  of  this  estimate  gives  to  us 
an  annual  income  of  $255,849,600.  The  first  re- 
mark which  occurs  to  me  is  the  very  extraordi- 
nary circumstance  of  the  gentleman  having  omit- 
ted to  discriminate  between  the  net  and  gross 
income;  arising  from  any  given  object;  we  are, 
therefore,  totally  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  to 
consider  this  result  as  comprehending  the  net  or 
gross  income  arising  from  the  capital  of  the  coua 


exports  of  manufactures,  I  believe,  cannot  be  cal- 
culated at  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
The  exports  from  those  sources  did  not,  the  last 
year,  exceed  about  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. From  this  course  of  reasoning  I  am  war- 
ranted in  concluding  that,  for  Government  use, 
or  financial  purposes,  this  immense  sum  of  $172,- 
000,000  dwindles  down  to  about  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  that  more  cannot  be  made  out  of  it, 
unless  we  are  doomed  to  go  naked. 

The  honorable  chairman,  having  fixed  the  cap- 
ital and  productive  income  of  the  country,  pro- 


try.  I  presume,  however,  it  is  a  mixture  of  both,  ceeds  to  ascertain,  by  a  process  1  profess  not  to 
and  therefore  affords  a  latitude  for  conjecture,  too_|jinderstand,  the  amount  both  of  necessary  and  un- 
broad  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  It  cannot  be  net  ]  necessary  circulating  medium.  The  necessary 
income,  because  the  amount  exceeds  twelve  per  i  circulating  medium  lie  estimates  at  about  $47.- 
cent.  on  the  given  capital;  a  result  which  the  000.000,  and  the  surplus  at  $53,000,000,  making 
most  sanguine  cannot  admit.  It  c.tnnot  be  gross  |  in  the  whole  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  of 
income,  because  it  is  well  known  the  annual  pro-  i  which  he  conceives  fifty-three  millions  may  be 
duce  from  agriculture  exceeds  $19,640.600 — as  is  '  loaned  to  the  Government.  Permit  me  here  to 
sufficiently  proved  by  the  oflficial  reports  of  annual  remark,  that  this  calculation  appears  to  me  to  be 
domestic  exports — which  in  better  times  amount- j  at  war  with  all  those  correct  principles  which 
ed  to  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  would  '  govern  the  transactions  of  moneyed  capitalists, 
now  exceed  that  amount  were  it  not  for  the  war  It  would  be  perfect  folly  for  them  to  put  into  cir- 
and  that  deadly  incubus,  the  Embargo,  which  \  culatibn  more  medium  than  is  necessary  for  the 
presses  to  death  the  resources  and  activity  of  the  demands  of  commerce,  and  the  ordinary  gradual 
country.  The  sum  allowed  for  commercial  in-  '  improvement  of  the  country;  if  they  attempted 
come  may  remain  as  a  rule  for  other  times;  at  it  the  surplus  would  return  upon  them,  or  the 
present  we  have  no  commerce,  and  consequently  \  r»te  of  interest  would  be  reduced  in  proportion  to 
no  income  from  that  source.  '  the  excess  of  paper  set  afloat.     The  present  high 

Without  examining  all  the  items  of  this  ac-  i  rate  of  interest  contradicts  the  idea  of  the  exist- 
count  of  the  honorable  chairman,  I  cannot  avoid  j  ence  of  such  a  superabundance  of  circulating  rae- 
noticing  (he  last,  though  not  least,  article  on  the  !  dium.  The  actua^specie  in  the  United  States 
list.     It  is  the  product  of  other  occupations,  in 


eluding  manufactures,  as  slated  in  the  last  Cen- 
sus, amounting  to  §172,000,000.  This,  I  presume, 
must  be  intended  as  the  gross  product,  and  indeed 
it  is  so  gross  as  not  to  be  susceptible  of  applica- 
tion by  the  Government,  to  any  purposes  of 
finance.  I  admit,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  in- 
trinsic value  of  our  domestic  manufactures;  our 


does  not  exceed  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars; 
this  is  generally  held  by  the  banks,  and  their  pa- 
per literally  constitutes  the  circulating  medium, 
and  not  a  dollar  can  be  obtained  from  the  banks 
at  less  interest  than  about  seven  and  a  quarter 
per  cent.,  consequently,  whatever  may  be  the 
nominal  amount  of  bank  capital,  they  cannot 
keep  in  circulation  more  than  the  amount  neces- 


people,  of  almost  every  description,  particularly  sary  for  the  objects  which  I  have  staled,  which 
of  the  laborious  class,  are  clothed  with  the  fabrics  the  gentleman  admits  to  be  forty-seven  millions 
made,  for  the  most  part,  in  their  own  families,  of  dollars.  I  am  inclined,  therefore,  to  think  the 
This  is  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  is  far  preferable  to  |  actual  circulating  medium,  in  times  of  ordinary 
those  hotbed  manufacturing  establishments  which  i  prosperity,  does  not  exceed  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
spring  up  in  times  of  national  depression,  and  |  lars.  This  paper  medium,  resting  on  a  specie 
can  only  flourish  on  the  ruins  of  agriculture  and  I  capital  of  not  more  than  twenty  millions,  will 
commerce,  particularly  in  the  Southern  and  Mid-  not,  with  sa.^'ety,  admit  issues  to  a  greater  amount, 
die  States,  where  our  dispersed  population,  our  j  Already  has  the  Government  borrowed  withia 
fertile  fields,  and  extensive  seacoast,  all  point  to  '  the  last  two  years  near  forty  millions  of  dollars, 
the  plough  and   the  ship  as  the  instruments  of  >  most  of  which  has  been  obtained  I'rora  the  banks, 


their  wealth  and  prosperity — as  the  means  most 
conducive  to  national  good  and  individual  virtue. 
I  would  seriously  ask  gentlemen,  what  revenue 
they  could  expect  to  derive  from  a  tax  on  the  do- 
mestic manufactures  of  the  Southern,  Middle,  or 
even  Western  States?  Were  this  attempted,  it 
might  not  literally  take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  laborer,  but  it  would  strip  him  of  the  gar- 
ments he  wore;  it  would  bear  most  iieavy  on  the 
poorer  class  of  citizens,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  women  and  children  in  a  family,  in 
that  proportion  would  such  a  lax  operate  on  them. 
In  the  Stales  which  I  have  mentioned  we  have  no 
surplus  manufactures;  and  from  all  the  States  the 


and  from  imlividuals  who  make  the  banks  the  in- 
struments of  enabling  them  to  comply  with  their 
engagements.  The  fair  and  honest  ability  of  the 
banks  to  lend  does  not  exist  to  a  much  greater 
extent,  unless  the  stock  of  the  Government  is 
considered  a  safe  fund  on  which  they  may  issue 
their  own  paper  to  any  amount. 

If  this  be  the  case,  it  is  evident  the  whole  sys- 
tem is  a  tottering  fabric  of  credit;  the  Govern- 
ment relying  on  the  credit  of  the  banks,  and  the 
banks  resting  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 
If  this  confidence  does  exist,  and  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue, I  would  ask,  why  not  issue  Government 
paper  at  once,  and  save  the  enormous  interest  now 
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jpuid  to  thc^Danksj'and  run  the  chances  of  depre- 
fiBtion,  ini*ead  df  depreciating  it  ourselves  by 
■gt^ing  a  premium  for  other  paper,  which  may 
^tP'cciaie  equally  sood  ?  I  mean  not  to  advocate 
i  .project  01  this  }.ort,  ray  object  is  only  to  show 
fifHt  the  ptjeseot  system  is  bottomed  on  credit 
kione.  and  i*nerefore  may  fail. 

The  prestnt  unfortunate  situation  of  the  coun- 
y  adds  mgch,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  force  of 
ose  reraajks.  If  we  had  a  flourishing  com- 
erce — if  tjiere  existed  a  free,  reciprocal  inter- 
urse  belwjeen  the  several  Slates — if  there  were 
J  perfect  C(<mmuhity  of  interests,  and  a  riveted 
;'onfidence  J)eiwecn  the  various  sections  of  the 
Country,  anil  especially  between  the  moneyed 
vn  and  ifce  moneyed  institutions  in  all  the 
ales,  the  {irospect  would  be  greatly  changed, 
those  evetits,  credit  might  be  relied  on  to  al- 
ost  any  ii«»aginable  extent.  But,  sir,  this  un- 
rtunalely  f  not  pur  lot.  Blocked  up  as  we  are 
the  enemi's  squadron  on  our  coast;  corkeil  up 
^)f  our  still  jnore  unmerciful  Embargo  and  Non- 
.^portation-laws,  calculated,  as  it  were,  to  fill  up 
h»e  little  cljasm  of  ills  which  the  enemy  alone 
^.)uld  not  inflict;  the  entire  coasting  trade  de- 
stroyed, and^^even  ihe  pittance  of  intercourse  from 
u^e  port  to  jjnother  in  the  same  State  prohibited  ; 
'  c  plantersjof  iht;  Southern  and  Middle  States, 
ncding  no  r^arketi.  for  their  products  at  home,  are 
4frven  to  th*?  alternative  of  wagoning  it  hundreds 

fjmiles  in  jearch  of  a  precarious  market  in  the 
erthern  ai|d  Eastern  States,  or  permitting  it  to 
*)»  on  their  ihands.  Many  of  those  articles  which 
;ir|,  or  have|become  by  habit,  necessary  for  their 
ijDpfort,  ar*  procured  at  the  most  extravagant 
trices  fromi  other  sections  of  the  Union.  The 
i(ance  of  t|ade,  if  trade  it  may  be  called,  from 
|se  and  oljier  causes  being  so  entirely  againft 
^  Southern  and  Middle  States,  the  whole  of 
f  specie  isjfast  travelling  to  the  North  and  East ; 
>  bank  paher  is  thrown  back  upon  the  institu- 
,ons  from  \f  hich  jt  uas  issued,  and  as  the  war 
penditure^  are  proportionabiy  inconsiderable 
the  Soui'iern  *nd  Middle  States,  where  the 
ijl^ns  have  l|een  principally  obtained,  the  bills  of 
l»ose  banksjare  daily  returning,  and  their  vaults 
(if^ined  of  .heir  specie,  to  be  locked  up  in  the 
T  (/Nestern  anjl  Eastern  States,  never  to  return  but 
^  fith  the  retjirn  of  peace  and  commerce.  The  ei- 
I  ;|o''dinary  knd  alarming  demands  which  have 
I  t^ly  been  {made  from  Boston  on  the  banks  of 
Ijw  York,  nnd  which  I  understand  are  progress- 
i  iV  to  the  Sjjuth,  prove  these  remarks  not  to  be 
;  \\r  mere  effct-of  fancy, 
,    JBut,    •       •    •    ■       ■ 


sir. 


4 


.  a  imiiting  for  the  argument,  that  the 
ijik  capita  is  as  great  as  has  been  supposed,  and 
ij^r  notes,  which  constitute  the  circulating  rae- 
h^xn,  are  i|i  amount  equal  to  the  demands  of 
-•i)vernmerA;  doe^  it  follow  that  this  medium  is 
)■  regulate^  as  ty  be  safely  obtained  from  the 
taa^ks,  and  cffectu.illy  applied  to  the  wants  of  the 
fJi'vernmen  ,?  If  gentlemen  suppose  the  real  cir- 
ii^atmg  me  lium  ij>  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
dumber  of  Jianks  wstablistied  in  every  section  of 
r  countrji,  ihey  are  greatly  deceived.  Bank 
•■per  beiDg'the  representative  of  specie,  the  re- 

» 
s 


spective  spheres  of  bank  notes  will  be  circum- 
scribed, in  proportion  to  the  greater  number  of 
banks  by  which  they  have  been  issued  ;  because 
it  is  the  policy  and  interest  of  banks,  in  order  to 
save  iheir  com,  not  to  receive  in  payment  cr  give 
circulation  to  notes  of  distant  banks.  If  such  notes 
are  received,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming 
their  own,  or  demanding  the  specie,  and  therefore 
cannot  he  considered  an  eligible,  oc  indeed  a  cir- 
culating medium  at  all,  except  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent, often  confined  to  a  particular  county  or  Slate. 
In  ordinary  times  this  inconvenience  may  not  be 
severely  felt;  an  active  commerce  and  free  ex- 
change of  commodities  between  the  different 
Slates  would  lessen  the  evil.  But,  sir,  in  times 
of  commotion  and  of  unusual  expenditure,  when 
the  Government  cannot  adapt  its  local  expendi- 
tures to  its  local  receipts,  when  ihe  ordinary  rou- 
tine of  business  is  broken  up,  bank  paper  will  not 
be  receivable  beyond  the  neighborhood  of  itsowa 
institution,  or  will  be  immediately  thrown  back 
upon  it.  Those  institutions  must  necessarily  be- 
come more  limited  and  more  guarded  in  their 
operations,  or  a  failure  must  be  the  consequence. 
The  reliance  of  the  Government  on  this  kind  of 
circulating  medium  must  be  precarious.  Suppose 
some  of  the  principal  banks  were  to  contract  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  proposed  loan,  and  issue 
their  own  paper  on  the  credit  of  the  stock  to  be 
created ;  these  bills  not  finding  general  circulation, 
or  a  shock  gfven  to  the  institutions,  either  by  ac- 
cident or  mismanagement,  what  would  be  the  sit- 
uation of  Government?  Their  finances  would 
be  deranged,  their  credit  impaired — enriched  with 
a  debt,  but  their  coffers  empty. 

Without  venturing  an  express  opinion  whether 
the  proposed  loan  can  be  obtained  from  the  citi- 
zens of  our  country,  I  will  be  allowed  to  express 
a  truism — that  the  power  of  Government  fairly 
to  borrow,  must  depend  on  the  ability  of  the  people 
fairly  to  lend.  This  ability  may  be  judged  of,  by 
each  gentleman  estimating  the  proportion  which 
his  constituents  would  have  to  contribute  in  the 
Constitutional  mode  of  taxation  and  representa- 
tion. By  this  mode  of  calculation,  one  of  the 
counties  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
(Rowan.)  would  have  to  contribute  about  ninety 
thousand  dollars— her  proportion  of  the  present 
three  million  direct  tax  being  about  nine  thousand 
dollars,  consequently  her  proportion  of  thirty  mil- 
lions would  be  ten  times  that  amount.  Although 
this  is  a  fertile  and  populous  county,  its  inhabit- 
ants are  unable  to  contribute  such  a  sura  in  this 
or  any  other  year,  without  a  sacrifice  of  their 
farms  and  the  ordinary  comforts  of  subsistence. 
The  same  remark  will  apply  with  equal  force  to 
the  other  counties  constituting  the  district  I  rep- 
resent, and  perhaps  with  equal  force  to  every  dis- 
trict in  the  State. 

Leaving  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  may 
be  considered  in  a  great  measure  speculative,  I 
find  other  objections  to  the  bill  crowding  on  me 
with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted.  It  is  sufficient  for 
me  to  know  that  thirty  millions  of  additional  debt 
are  about  to  be  saddled  on  my  country  for  the 
military  operations   of  this   .single   year.     It   is 
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enough  for  me  to  know  that  the  expenditures  of  1  but  in  no  other  way  could  the  possession  be  either 
the  Government,  from  January,  1S12.  to  January,  valuable  or  secure.  Admitting  Canada  to  be 
1815  will  have  exceeded  ninety  millions  of  dol-  taken,  (and  that  wc  have  the  physical  force  to 
lars.  exclusive  of  many  millions  of  outstanding  '  take  it  I  do  not  deny,)  I  demand  of  the  advocates 
claims,  and  that  the  public  debt  will,  at  the  close  \  of  this  war  to  know,  what  is  then  to  be  done.  Do 
of  the  present  year,  exceed  one  hundred  and  five  they  mean  to  plant  their  standard  oa  the  walls  of 
millions  of  dollars.  Thisbringsme  again  to  reflect  Q,uebec,  apportion  out  the  lands  to  the  conquer- 
what  isthe  proportion  which  my  constituents  will  or-.,  and  sing  a  requiem  to  ''free  trade  and  sailors' 
have  to  pay,  agreeable  to  the  Constitutional  mode  \  rights  ?"  The.se  questions  never  have  been  satis- 
of  taxation,  and  unless  you  restore  peace  and  com-  factorily  answered.  It  is  time  the  people  should 
merce  no  other  mode  cau  be  adopted.  For  the  know  and  understand  them.  My  humble  opinion 
sake  of  brevity  I  will  take  one  county.  (Rowan,)  j  is,  if  any  legitimate  object  exist*  for  the  prosecu- 
as  before;  her  proportion  of  three  millions  being  !  tion  of  this  war,  that  object  is  not  to  be  obtained 
nine  thousand,  (I  speak   in  round   numbers.)  the     by  the  conquest  of  Canada;    I  therefore  advise 


amount  of  debt  at  the  close  of  the  present  year 
being  one  hundred  and  five  millions,  the  propor- 
tion of  this  one  county  will  be  three  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  the  annual  interest  of 
which,  at  seven  per  cent.,  will  be  twenty-two 
thousand  and  five  dollars.    This,  sir,  is  more  than 


the  abandonment  of  this  phantom,  at  least  during 
the  pendency  of  the  present  negotiation.  Hus- 
band the  resources  of  the  country — do  what  you 
can  for  commerce  and  the  navy,  and,  above  all 
things,  prepare  for  defence,  by  affording  compe- 
tent protection  to  your  bleeding  frontiers  and  ex- 


ihe  surplus  product  of  their  industry,  and  more  !  posed  seacoast.     Do  those  things  which  manifest 
than  they  are  able  to  pay.  ;  a  sincere  love  of  peace— a  guardian  care  for  your 

For  what,  then,  it  may  be  naturally  inquired,  ',  suffering  and  exposed  citizens— in  a  word,  give  a 
is  this  mass  of  debt  created— those  mighty  sacri-  native,  home-bred  character  to  your  war,  and 
fices  to  be  made?  Is  il  to  prosecute  a  war  of  con-  should  peace  not  be  the  result  you  will  not  be 
quest  against  the  British  possessions  in  Canada  ?  forsaken,  at  least  by  me,  in  the  hour  of  peril. 
I  believe  this  is  the  object.  If  so,  without  stop-  Gentlemen  in  the  majority,  still  thirsting  for 
ping  to  calculate  the  chances  of  success,  which  '  conquest,  attempt  to  treat  with  ridicule  the  sug- 
are  gloomy  indeed,  if  we  may  judge  from  what  ,  gesiions  from  this  side  of  the  House,  to  suspend 
has  passed,  1  hesitate  not  to  say,  it  is  an  unprofit-  j  offensive  operations.  If  there  is  anything  ridicu 
able  contest,  unworthy  our  efforts,  and  will  illy 
requiie  our  toils.  For  my  single  self  I  would  not 
give  a  draft  on  the  fallen  Bonaparte  for  my  share 
of  the  spoliations  which  he  has  committed  on  our 
commerce,  for  all  the  advantages  which,  in  my 
judgment,  will  result  from  llie  acquisition  of 
Canada. 

Gentlemen,  however,  tell  us,  their  ulterior  ob- 
ject is  '"free  trade  and  sailors'  rights.-'    Are  those 


lous  in  the  idea  of  a  nation  declaring  war,  mere- 
ly to  invite  attack,  that  they  may  have  the  privi- 
lege of  repelling  it.  let  it  be  remembered  that  we 
the  minority  are  innocent;  the  majority  alone 
are  answerable  for  this  state  of  things,  if  it  does 
or  should  exist.  This,  however,  is  not  a  fair 
statement  of  the  question;  it  is  not  whether  we 
are  to  become  conquerors  by  acting  on  the  de- 
fensive, but  it  is  whether  the  resources  of  the 


objects  to  be  attained  by  the  conquest  of  Canada  ?    country  shall  be  exhausted  in  projects  of  ambi 


J.  Do  you  expect  to  barter  the  fancied  conquered 

^  territories  lor   "free  trade  and  sailors'   rights?" 

Whatever  opinions  might  have  originally  been 

^  entertained  on  this  question,  they  exist  no  longer. 

f  Canada  once  taken,   you  cannot  get  clear  of  it 

without  giving  up  the  Western  States  at  the  same 
lime.  No,  sir,  it  will  be  fixed  on  you,  although 
"free  trade  and  sailors'  rights"  should  never  be 
heard  of  more.  The  little  fleeting  success  which 
followed  the  achievement  on  Lake  Erie  last  Fall, 
brought  forth  the  real,  though  till  then  latent  sen- 
timents of  the  Western  State-.  Their  language 
was  unequivocal — Canada  must  not,  shall  not  be 
given  up.  The  present  Administration  would 
not,  and  perhaps  could  not,  resist  this  Western 
torrent.  CanaJa  once  taken,  even  were  we  dis- 
posed to  surrender  it,  I  doubt  whether  il  would 
ne  a  valuable  article  of  traffic  in  our  hands;  I 
doubt  whether  Great  Britain  would  desire  the 
repossession  of  so  precarious  a  tenure.  Those 
provinces  would  forever  after  be  at  our  command  ; 
the  inhabitants  would  be  our  tenants  at  will,  and 
subject  to  our  good  pleasure.  To  retain  posses- 
sion might  be  attended  with  vast  expense  and 
danger  to  our  country.  Great  Britain  might  de- 
sire to  recover  by  force  what  was  lost  by  force. 


tion  and  of  conquest — whether  the  whole  milita- 
ry force  shall  be  employed  against  Canada,  and 
your  homes  and  firesides  left  to  lake  care  ^o[ 
themselves.  Sir,  our  paramount  duty  is  to  secure 
our  homes  before  we  seek  adventures  abroad. 

Mr.  Cliairman,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
hear  an  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Cai.houn)  say,  the  other  day,  that 
competent  proieciiou  had  been  afforded  to  the 
exposed  parts  of  the  country.  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment has  not  afforded  competent  protection  ;  the 
melancholy  scenes  which  have  lately  been  wit- 
nessed on  the  Northern  frontier,  prove,  that  whilst 
your  armies  were  recovering  from  their  late  dis- 
asters, and  securing  themselves  on  the  borders  of 
Canada,  threatening  another  assault  in  the  Spring, 
the  frontier  of  New  York,  to  the  extent  of  fifty 
miles,  was  laid  waste  by  a  handful  of  the  enemy's 
troops,  and  the  innocent  inhabitants  delivered 
over  to  captivity  or  slaughter.  Let  the  gentle- 
man inquire  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  what 
protection  they  have  had  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment;  let  him,  on  his  return  home,  ^it  the 
tomb-stones  of  many  brave  and  respeclame  citi- 
zens of  those  States,  who  either  fell  by  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  or  became  ihe  untimely  victims  of 
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tiposure  fqt  clinsate  still  more  ruthless,  and  this. 
■    in  the  jierforipance  of  that  duty  which  ought 
ave  betjn  assigned  to  the   regular  soldier,  for 
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lo  have  betJn  assii*„v-  .^   —   ..^ 

J  he  watit  j)f  that  protection  from  the  General 
jrovernmeat  which  every  State  is  entitled  to  by 
he  express^ letter  of  the  Constitution. 
J  Early  iri  the  fast  year,  representations  were 
Jwde  to  th<|  Qeneral  Government  of  the  exposed 
liiuation  olj  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  some 
2r|iail  aid  aldently  required  ;  the  application  was 
treated  wit|\  neglect  or  contempt;  the  just  appre- 
ji^nsions  of  danger  on  the  part  of  our  citizens 
|f>re  attr, tilted  to  imaginary  fears.  Thus  un- 
lii*epared  aijd  unpfotected,  the  enemy  came — the 
|ljate  was  i.ivaded — some  of  our  towns  taken  pos- 
•;sion  of;  What  depredations  were  actually  com- 

itced  I  knyw  not — what  might  have  been  com- 
tted,  I  le<4ve  lo  gentlemen  nearer  the  scene  than 
)i'self  to  ii]{form  the  House.     Such  was  thegeii- 
•il  alarm, ^.and  such    the   real   danger,  that  the 
|iililia.  neaj'ly  as  liigh  as  the  centre  of  the  State, 
*»>re  calledjinto  service   to  repel   this  invasion; 
I  tsarmed,  ujiaccoutred,   and  unprovided  as  they 
f-rre,  they  Rocked,  as  they  always  will  do,  to  the 
.^ndard  of  jdefence;  many  of  those  worthy  men 
'  r^re  kept  iuservice  during  the  unhealthy  months 
fjAuiumn|exposi'd  to  a  climate  to  them  unna- 
( jtal  and  mt)re  terrible  than  the  enemy;  many  of 
!;  i»m  foundiin  the  swamps  of  Carolina  untimely 
ijr^ves.         I 

I  j\t  this  vdry  period,  too,  there  were  at  different 
fj4dezvous  in  the  State  several  hundred  regular 
ij>iiJiers,  lollfng  in  their  tents  and  fattening  on  the 
\fA)\\c  spoil;^;  these  precious  mercenaries  were  too 
■"icred  to  bejemplciyed  in  the  inglorious  service  of 
;'fending  tl  e  State;  not  a  company  were  ordered 


"Ijjciiuiii^  11  c  Kjiaic,  iiui  duuiiijiaiiy  wereoruereu 
i^pur  relief:  they  were  reserved  for  nobler  pur- 
I-jJes  ;  they  were  destined  fur  the  glories  and  re- 
T^j^ds  of  coiiquest,  whilst  the  breasts  of  our  re- 
i|t/ctable  citjzens  were  made  the  medium  for  the 
l^fonet  of  tjie  enemy,  in  defence  of  our  families 
kM^  our  honies.  If  this  is  what  the  gentleman 
cal^s  proiec^on,  I  pray  to  be  delivered  from  it. 
Tflie  same  gjntleman  has  also  reminded  us  of  our 


fli->rehensio0s  and  predictions  in  rehition  to  our 
«|ljosed  towjis  and  seacoast.  I  will  only  remark. 
tk4  t^^ose  ptjedictions  have,  to  a  considerable  ex 
tfoi,  unfortLj 


i  I  luoately  been  realized;  and  that  they 

hf|e  not  be(*i  fully  so,  is  not  owing  to  any  effi- 
cient protecjicn  from  the  General  Government. 
'Jl|it  gentleijian  ought  to  be  the  last  to  talk  of 
pftwihecies  ;  le,  if  I  mistake  not,  once  turned  pro- 
pi>«t,  and  tod  this  people,  as  an  inducement  to 
.eai\>ark  then  into  this  war,  that  Canada  would 
hi  fooquerec  in  six  weeks ;  this  entitles  the  gen- 
llfiCian  to  a  » isiinguished  place  among  the  false 
pjoj)hets.       : 

fejlr.  Chaiinan,  however  much  this  war  was 
j>|.Cly  deprecated  m  its  origin,  however  disas- 
tijiijs  and  hajeful  ii  may  have  become  in  its  pro- 
g|r*s,  I  ackijowledge,  with  peculiar  satisfaction, 
l^J  my  appijehensions  for  the  existence  of  my 
c^try,  as  jaws,  and  insiitutions.  have  greatly 
«>;  tvided.  Tjie  events  in  Europe,  as  unexpected 
a  ihey  hav{  been  sudden  and  glorious,  have 
ci  »dred  the  ajicieat  horizon  of  the  gloomy  despo- 
il i 

V      \    ■ 


tism  which  had  well  nigh  orerwhelmed  and  ex- 
tinguished every  ray  of  freedom  in  Europe,  have 
dispelled  the  mist  which  has  so  long  clouded  our 
atmosphere,  and  exposed  to  public  view  the  ten- 
dency of  our  ill-fated   policy.     Yes,  sir,  for  my 
country,  and    for  the  cause  of  humanity,  I  do  re- 
joice that  the  charm  of  Napoleon's  invincibility 
is  broken,  that    the  chains   he   had  prepared  for 
mankind  are  rent  asunder,  and  that  his  power  is 
about  to  become  harmless,  if  not  totally  annihi- 
lated.    A  new  birth  has  been  given  to  liberty  in 
Europe,  and    I   trust  it  will  be  cherished  with  a 
holy  zeal.     With  ourselves,  I  no  longer  consider 
the  unfortunate  contest  in  which  we  ai'e  engaged, 
as  involving  the  question   of  the  guillotine  ;  no 
longer  whether  we  "  shall  or  shall  not  be  a  peo- 
ple,"    Many  valuable  lives  may  yet  be  lost  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  war.  the  coiintry  may  be  over- 
whelmed with  a  debt,  which   centuries  of  pros- 
perity will  scarcely  enable  our  posterity  to  pay; 
much  individual  suffering  and  privation  may  be 
inflicted,  and  thousandsof  corrupt,  and  corrupted 
sycophants  of  power  may  feed  and  fatten  on  the 
public  spoils;  but  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope restored  and    preserved,  the  good  sense  of 
this  nation   must  and  will  rid    us  of  war;  our 
liberties  will  outride  the  storm,  and  our  Consti- 
tution survive  the  wreck.     Suppose  the  scene  to 
have  changed,  and  Bonaparte   at   this   moment 
giving  law  to  the  whole  Continent— England,  our 
present  enemy,  might  and  probably  would  fall  ; 
she  could   not  long   resist  the  colossal  power  of 
the   mighty   tyrant;  what  then    would    be    our 
fate?     Is  there  a  virtuous  man  among  us,  what 
lover  of  his  country,  whose  nerves  are  so  strong 
as  not  to  tremble  at  such  a  prospect  ?     Our  own 
country,   the   only  then   remaining    nursery    for 
anything  like   the  great  principles  of  free  Gov- 
ernment, would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  great 
spoiler.     Our  liberty  alone  would  afford  a  suffi- 
cient temptation,  and  we  should  experience  the 
reality  of  a  tyrant's  love. 

Some  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  particularly 
the    honorable   member    from    Louisiana.    (Mr. 
Robertson.)  shudder  at  the  idea  uf  England's 
increased   power  and   influence.     It  would  have 
been  well  /or  the  country,  had  those  gentlemen 
calculated   differently  and   more  accurately  the 
doctrine  of  chance^,  biifore  we  were  involved  in 
this  war.     What  their  calculations  on  the  events 
of  Europe  really  were.  I  pretend  not  to  say.  The 
prospect  was  too  big  not  to  have  been  seen,  and 
ought  to  have  been  re|,'arded  by  all  prudent  poli- 
ticians.    I  well  know  what  were  my  own  fears, 
and   those  of  my   politici-l   friends— the  very  re- 
verse of  what  has  come  to   pass.     It  cannot  be 
forgotten   that  the  storm   was  gathering  on  the 
Continent,  while  the  clouds  were  lowering  here; 
It  burst  upon  Russia  almost  at  the  .same  rnoment 
it  flashed  upon  us;  the  legions  of  France  poured 
into  Russia,  while  our  forces  marched  towards 
Canada.     This  extraordinary  coincidence  could 
notwell  have  been  theeffectof  accident  or  chance. 
Gentlemen   could   not  but   reflect  on  the  conse- 
quences and  the  effect  of  our  apparent  co-opera- 
tion.   If  they  regret  the  result  of  ihe  European 
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contest,  they  must  have  desired  the  success  of 
Bonaparte  ;  ihey  must  have  prepared  themselves 
to  encounter  the  scenes  which  I  have  but  so  fee- 
bly described,  and  which  have  filled  my  mind 
with  so  much  '•  secret  dread  and  inward  horror." 
The  present  situation  and  prospects  of  Europe, 
so  far  from  threatening  the  existence  of  our 
country,  afford  to  my  understanding  the  anima- 
ting prospect  of  returning  peace,  and  ought  to 
stimulate  our  desires  and  efforts  to  restore  its 
blessings.  England,  it  is  true,  has  now  less  to 
fear ;  she  may  give  more  efficient  protection  to 
her  Canada  jKjssessions.  and  increase  the  annoy- 
ance of  our  exposed  seacoast ;  but  her  power  is 
not  essentially  increased.  Our  country  is  in  no 
danger  of  being  overrun;  were  this  attempted,  it 
would  become  the  holy  cause  of  defence,  in 
which  there  would  be  no  division  ;  in  such  a 
cause,  even  "weakness  would  become  strength." 
Were  it  necessary,  security  against  the  power  of 
England  would  be  found  in  those  nations  who 
have  lately  redeemed  themselves  from  the  yoke 
of  Bonaparte.  Can  it  be  believed  that  the  spirit 
which  animated  the  betrayed  Spaniard,  and 
armed  him  with  all  the  energy  of  despair;  the 
spirit  which  nerved  the  arm  of  the  Russian,  and 
kindled  up  a  holy  flame  among  the  subjected  na- 
tions of  Europe,  will  be  so  easily  extinguished  ? 
That  those  nations  who  have  thus  successfully 
thrown  off  one  tyrant,  will  immediately  bend 
their  necks  to  another  ?  Sir,  I  will  not  believe 
so  meanly  of  them.  They  have  an  interest  in 
the  proper  limitations  of  power;  they  have  an 
interest  in  commerce  and  in  the  ocean;  they 
have  an  interest  in  our  friendship  and  our  pros- 

rierity.  These  considerations,  while  they  tend  to 
essen  the  imagined  power  of  England,  offer  ad- 
ditional inducements  for  us  to  desire  peace;  they 
imperatively  demand  that  we  should  repeal  the 
embargo,  and  the  whole  black  catalogue  of  re- 
strictions on  commerce,  which  serve  only  to  im- 
poverish your  citizens,  and  make  sport  for  your 
enemies.  All  imaginable  inducements  for  con- 
tinuing your  suicidal  restrictions  are  now  at  an 
end  ;  all  the  ports  of  the  Continent  are  now  open 
lo  us  and  to  Great  Britain,  she  can  neither  be 
starved  by  our  embargo,  or  thrown  into  insurrec- 
tion by  our  non-inlercourse  :  repeal,  then,  your 
embargo;  let  our  industry  find  its  reward  in  the 
hungry  markets  of  Eurojie  ;  this  will  give  enter- 
prise to  seamen,  and  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of 
the  laborer. 

In  reviewing  the  leading  policy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration for  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  the 
mind  is  struck  with  the  peculiar  tendency  (what- 
ever may  have  been  the  motives)  of  that  policy 
to  a  direct  and  unequivocal  co-operation  with  the 
avowed  objects  of  France.  What  has  been  the 
great  and  primary  object  of  France?  The  de- 
struction of  England.  Despairing  of  effecting  his 
purpose  by  invasion,  or  the  chances  of  ordinary 
corabai,  the  tyrant  of  France  conceived  the  gigan- 
tic project  of  accomplishing  the  destruction  of 
Great  Britain  by  a  total  interdiction  of  her  com- 
merce wiih  all  other  nations.  All  the  great 
Powers  on  the  continent  of  Europe  were  either 


compelled  or  seduced  into  a  co-operation  with 
this  great  continental  system,  which,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Bonaparte,  in  order  to  be  effectual  must 
be  complete.  The  history  of  the  various  decrees 
and  regulations  by  which  this  system  was  to 
bind  up  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  the 
practical  conformity  of  this  Government  by  its 
embargoes,  non-intercourses,  non-importations, 
dtc,  has  been  so  fully  and  clearly  si.ited  by  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
BiGEi-ow)  as  to  forbid  even  an  attempt  at  repeti- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman,  however,  seemed 
to  think,  that  while  France  demanded  and  en- 
forced compliance  from  the  nations  on  the  Con- 
tinent, in  the  most  public,  official,  and  dictatorial 
style,  there  was  no  official  document  to  prove 
that  a  similar  demand  was  made  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates. 

It  is  true,  sir,  the  public  have  not  been  peculi- 
arly favored  with  official  knowledge  of  our  rela- 
tions with  France,  and  as  Congress  only  gets 
such  scraps  and  extracts  as  the  Executive  deems 
fit  to  communicate,  and  some  of  them  most  se- 
cret and  confidential,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  such  a  record  as  the  gentleman  speaks 
of  should  not  be  found  on  our  tables  in  h<MC 
verba;  but,  sir,  wc  are  not  without  evidence, 
and  that,  loo,  of  the  most  public  and  positive 
character,  given  by  Bonaparte  and  his  Ministers 
on  this  very  point.  Turn  to  the  Berlin  decree  of 
1S06,  and  the  Milan  decree  of  1807;  there  you 
will  find  all  nations,  without  exception,  required 
to  conform  to  the  maritime  code  of  France,  and 
denunciations,  threatening  the  enraged  vengeance 
of  France  to  alight  on  those  who  refuse  or  ne- 
glect to  comply.  When  the  American  Minister 
at  Paris  humbly  asked  whether  the  treaty  which 
then  existed  between  this  country  and  F'rance 
was  thus  to  be  violated,  by  including  America  in 
the  scope  of  those  decrees,  the  answer  was  at 
first  a  little  equivocal,  but  soon  became  certain 
by  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  our  vessels, 
and  the  explicit  declaration  of  Champagny  '"that 
the  law  was  general,  aud  admitted  of  no  excep- 
tions." What  demand  could  have  been  more 
public  than  those  decrees  ;  what  more  explicit 
than  their  practical  operations  on  our  commerce, 
and  what  more  official  than  the  written  declara- 
tion of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs?  I  ask 
gentlemen,  what  better  testimony  could  we  have 
given  of  prompt  and  ready  acquiescence  than  by 
our  embargo  of  December,  1307;  the  recommen- 
dation of  which  was  the  immediate  consequence 
of  despatches  from  France,  and  not  a  knowledge 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain  ?  This 
self-destroying  measure  met  the  smiles  and  ap- 
probation of  Bonaparte;  he  pronounced  it  a 
magnanimous  resistance  to  the  maritime  tyranny 
of  Great  Britain.  While  this  measure  was  con- 
tinued and  enforced  with  vigor,  it  was  applauded 
by  the  great  author  of  the  continental  system. 
Whenever  the  sufferings  and  clamors  of  our  own 
oppressed  citizens  caused  a  temporary  relaxation, 
we  were  denounced  and  punished  for  disobedi- 
ence. I  will  not  tax  you,  sir,  with  the  disgusting 
recital  of  the  multiplied  and  uniform  declara- 
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»jhs  of  tht»  Emperor  of  Prance,  and  ihe  ian- 

Jtijige  of  z.\\  his  Slate  papers,  showing  the  char- 
;f:jer  of  hii;contii»enial  system,  and  proving  the 
•y-Bmate  p'aced  by  him  on  our  compliance, 
flose  decr(»es  areiieclared  to  be  the  fundamental 
Ikir  of  his  Empir^;  the  flag  is  to  be  considered 
Tjexiensioi'i  of  iqrritory,  and  the  nation  which 
Infers  it  {',>  be  violated,  forfeits  its  neutrality. 
IVjiMarch,  SSll,  (previous  to  a  knowledge  of  our 
't?(ortuoatr non-ititercourse  law  of  tiiat  month,) 
rii'*  Emper^ir.  in  an  address  to  his  Council  of 
wnnerceithus  expresses  himself:  "The  fate  of 
•American' commerce  will  soon  be  decided.  I 
sfill  favor  it  if  thf  United  Stales  cool'orin  them- 
jflves  to  tlbese  decrees.  In  a  contrary  case  their 
viessels  wi^  be  driven  from  my  Empire.  The 
f.n>mmerci^l  relali-ons  with  England  must  cease." 
'^ius,  sir,  vie  are  eot  left  to  conjecture  to  know 
4jat  was  {he  judgment  of  Bonaparte  on  those 
4.^0  refuse^  to  give  full  effect  to  his  continental 
ty  Hem.  Ii(  what  light  he  considered  our  restrict- 
'xx\  system,'  and  particularly  the  law  of  March, 
|1?A1,  may -be  collected  from  the  following  ex- 
ij^ct  from  .'the  Mercure  de  France,  a  Parisian 
■"  ijrnal  of  nigh  authority,  published  in  April, 
1  ;  after  speaking  of  the  measures  adopted 
iinst  Eugland  by  the  European  allies  of 
r  ince — '' lue  Americans  (says  this  iournal)  on 
'it  eir  part,  are  establishing  in  the  New  World, 
'•a  lother  cfentinenial  system,  which  draws  still 
'icjoser  the  Mockade  to  which  England  has  sub- 
■*j<cted  her;-elf  by  menacing  France,"  &,c.  The 
Mfr^nch  gazyttes  all  hold  a  similar  language,  and 
t*i4e  it  for  granted  that  we  have  become  mem- 
Ije^s  of  the  Imperial  League.  These  opinions 
^cianaie  froiu  ttie  Emperor  himself. 
T  f  further-evidence  of  the  demands  of  Dona- 
te on  thij.  country  to  conform  to  his  system, 
*fe  neccs-.ary  to  prove  that  nothing  short  of 

ti  ronditioojil  compliance,  or  war  with  England, 
t^ald  appease  hii.i,  I  would  refer  to  the  corres- 
j#ofldence  cf  Mr.  Barlow,  our  late  Minister  to 
^rjince.  When  ihis  gentleman  submitted  his 
jlrijecl  for  negotiation,  and  placed,  as  he  says, 
»|af  relatior.ii  in  a  point  of  view  both  novel  and 
iJo|irebsive,.the  Emperor  did  not  know  how  he 
ti|)uld  reconcile  the  provisions  to  the  principles  of 
Xf  great  (iontineutal  system.  But,  sir,  in  the 
;|p}(tnce  of  .Ml  other  testimony  on  this  subject,  I 
We  a  docuiiient  before  me,  the  authenticity  and 
•^cial  charpcter  of  which  is  now  no  longer  to  be 
fdkied  or  qfjestioned,  which  proves  the  most  un- 
t^inivocal  aijjd  formal  demand  on  our  Govern- 
)5t[nt  to  acede  to  the  maritime  confederation, 
lude  lo  t^ie  celebrated  letter  of  General  Tur- 
lu,  late  .^Minister  of  France,  to  Robert  Smith, 
late  Becretary  of  State,  dated  June  U, 
Amcng  the  least  of  the  abominations  con- 
Jijied  in  ih^  letter  is  the  following  paragraph  : 
'III  have  l!  ought  it  was  not  incompatible  with  my 
«|ity  to  subuit  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Government, 
Wnew  chai-ceii,  which  the  changes  brought  about  in 
,  :^Lirope  offer  lo  the  commercial  interesU  of  the  United 
ntites,  and  t;ie  incoiiTcniences  which  may  result  from 
tii«*r  refusal  ^  accede  formally  to  the  principles  of  the 
.  l«a|ritime  confederatian." 


I 


That  we  have  been  formally  and  officially  re- 
quired to  conform  to  the  views  and  policy  of 
France,  I  think  I  have  fully  established  ;  how 
far  we  have  yielded  to  those  and  that  policy  by 
our  restrictive  systems,  and  how  far  embraced 
them  by  our  war,  I  leave  to  history  to  decide, 
and  the  impartial  world  to  judge. 

Mr.  Chairman  :  It  is  time  we  should  pause  ;  it 
is  time  we  should  seriously  reflect,  whether  any, 
and  what  essential,  practical,  attainable  good  is 
to  result  from  the  prosecution  of  this  war ;  the 
great  object  for  which  it  wasdeclared — the  Ordera 
in  Council — has  now  ceased  to  exist.  The  ques- 
tion of  impressment  alone  remains;  this  ques- 
tion I  do  believe  can  be  so  arranged  as  to  exempt 
our  native  seamen  from  abuse,  and  to  give  to 
Great  Britain  reasonable  security  again.>>t  the  em- 
ployment of  her  seamen  on  board  our  public  and 
private  vessels.  The  right  asserted  by  Great 
Britain  to  impress  her  subjects  from  on  board 
our  merchant  vessels  may  remain  undecided. 
The  abuses  of  which  we  complain  have  arisen 
in  a  great  degree  from  the  troubled  state  of  the 
European  world,  and  the  peculiar  inducements 
which  our  merchant  service  held  out  for  the  em- 
ployment of  foreign  seamen,  and  not  solely  from 
the  assertion  of  an  abstract  principle — a  princi- 
ple which.  1  may  be  permitted  to  say,  is  recog- 
nised and  practised  on  by  France  and  every  mar- 
itime nation  of  Europe.  But.  sir,  if  the  right  is 
denied  ;  if  the  claim,  set  up  by  Great  Britain,  to 
impress  her  own  subjects,  is  totally  unfounded, 
have  we  the  power  of  compelling  her  to  abandon 
it?  Is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  House;  is  there 
an  intelligent  man  in  the  nation,  who  does,  or  can 
believe,  that  the  abandonment  of  this  right  is  to 
be  extorted  by  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  ? 
I  believe  not,  sir. 

It  IS  not  a  little  remarkable  that  we  should  now 
be  at  war  for  an  object  which  did  not  produce 
the  declaration  of  war;  for  a  principle  which 
was  never  even  attempted  to  be  adjusted  by  the 
present  Administration,  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  and  which  was  totally 
overlooked  or  disregarded  in,  the  Arrangement 
made  with  Mr,  Erskine  in  180^,tfnd  is  not  named 
in  any  of  the  conditions  to  our  restrictive  laws 
by  which  commerce  and  intercourse  were  to  be 
restored  with  Great  Britain.  This  perhaps  ex- 
hibits a  phenomenon  in  the  history  of  wars  and 
politics.  Believing  the  question  of  impressment 
susceptible  of  practical  arrangement,  I  have  al- 
ways deemed  it  unfortunate  that  the  instructions 
given  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  in  the  at- 
tempted negotiation,  during  the  Administration 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  required  an  absolute  abandon- 
ment of  the  right,  instead  of  leaving  a  discretion 
with  the  Commissioners,  or  devising  some  equiv- 
alent by  which  the  abstract  right  might  have  re- 
mained untouched,  and  reasonable  security  af- 
forded against  the  complaints  of  both  parties. 
To  show  that  our  Government,  iu  their  negotia- 
tions on  the  subject  of  impressment,  uniformly 
stickled  for  the  abandonment  of  the  right,  instead 
of  attempting  to  regulate  its  exercise,  I  will  re- 
fer to  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Mojiroe,  in  1SU4,  and 
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the  correspondence  which  terminated  in  a  treaty  | 
with  Great  Britain,  signed  by  our  Commission-  | 
ers,  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  and  an  arrangement 
on  the  subject  of  impressment,  which  those  gen- 
tlemen declared  to  be  both  safe  and  honorable  to 
the  United  States;  but  all  of  which,  unfortu- 
nately, were  rejected  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  first  article  in  those  instructions  requires 
from  England  the  renunciation  of  the  ''  claim  to 
take  from  on  board  our  vessels,  on  the  high  seas, 
any  person  whatever,  not  in   the  military  service 
of  the  enemy-"     In  il'^  observations  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison on  this  article,  he  says:  "Were  the  right  of 
Great  Britain  in  this  case  not  denied,  the  abuses 
flowing  from   it  would  justify  the  United  States 
in  claiming  and  expecting  a  discontinuance  of 
its  exercise.     But  the  right  is  denied,  and  on  the 
best  grounds."     In  the  progress  of  the  discussions 
on  the  subject  of  impressment,  we  are  informed 
by  Monroe  and  Pinkney, '•  the  British  Commis- 
'  sioners  felt  the  strongest  repugnance  to  a  formal 
'  renunciation  of  their  claim  to  take  from  our  ves- 
sels, on  the   high   seas,  such   seamen   as  should 
appear  to  be  their  own  subjects  ;  and  they  pressed 
upon  us  with  much  zeal,  as  a  substitute  for  such 
an  abandonment,  a  provision  that  the  persons 
composing   the  crews  of  our   ships   should   be 
furnished  with  authentic  documents  of  citizen- 
ship, the  nature  and  form  of  which  should  be 
'  settled  by  treaty ;   that  these  documents  should 
'  completely  protect  those  to  whom  they  rela- 
'  ted,"  (Sfcc. 

This  proposition  was  rejected.  Our  Commis- 
sioners were  asked  to  state  what  equivalent  they 
could  offer  for  securing  to  Great  Britain  the  ser- 
vices of  her  seamen,  il  the  right  of  impressment 
were  abandoned. 

The  only  proposition  in  reply  was,  that  pro- 
vision might  be  made  for  giving  the  aid  of  the 
local  authorities  of  the  United  States  to  appre- 
hend and  restore  deserters  from  their  vessels; 
and  that  laws  should  be  passed,  lo  be  reciprocal, 
making  it  penal  for  the  commanders  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  lo  lake  deserters  from  the  public  or 
private  vessels  of  Great  Britain.  This  proposi- 
tion only  relating  to  cases  of  real  desertion,  was 
of  course  not  deemed  a  sufficient  equivalent. 
Had  we  then  thought  of  going  the  length  of 
excluding  British  seamen  from  on  board  our 
vessels,  (as  has  been  since  done  by  what  is 
called  the  seamen's  bill,)  the  result  might  have 
been  different.  If  indeed  our  Administration 
were  disposed,  at  that  time,  to  accept  a  treaty  on 
any  terms. 

The  British  Commissioners  having  assured 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  that  iheir  Govern- 
ment was  willing  to  do  anything  in  its  power  to 
satisfy  the  United  Slates  on  the  ground  of  their 
coraplaiuts,  which  might  be  done  without  a 
relinquishment  of  their  claim,  they  presented  a 
note  containing  an  arrangement  on  the  subject  ol 
impressment,  which  was  acceded  to  by  our  Com- 
missioners, and  of  the  contents  of  which  they 
thus  speak:  "We  persuade  ourselves  that  by  ac- 
'  cepiing  the  invitation  which  it  gives,  and  pro- 
•  cceding  in  the  negoliavion,  we  shall  place  the 


'  business  almost,  if  not  altogether,  on  as  good  a 
*  footing  as  we  should  have  done  by  treaty,  had 
'  the  project  we  offered  them  been  adopted," 
This  arrangement,  (as  I  before  stated.)  was  re- 
jected by  our  Executive,  and  wiieiher  the  price 
of  this  war  will  purchase  a  better  arrangement, 
or  give  greater  security  to  our  seamen,  is  to  my 
mind  extremely  problematical. 

An  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  I.ngebsoll.,)  I 
will  not  say  the  '  principal  Representative,"  but 
certainly  the  principal  speaking  Representative 
from  Pennsylvania,   in   an   elaborate  speech  the 
other  day,   passing   the  Orders  in    Council,  and 
scarcely  glancing   at    the   questioa    of  impress- 
ment,  m    his  deep  researches,   brought    forth   a 
new,  and  hitherto  unforeseen  cause  lor  the  war, 
and  an  additional  inducement  for  itscontinuance. 
This  discovery  is  found  by  that  gentleman  in 
the  violation   of  the   principle  "  that  free   ships 
make   free  goods."     This  principle  may  be  con- 
venient to   France,  or   nations   possessing  little 
maritime  strength,  and  who  are   frequently  en- 
gaged  in   wars;  but   to   us,  who  are  capable  of 
being  our  own  carriers,  whose  interest  it  is  to 
have  our  own  vessels  employed  in  our  own  trade, 
and  not  in  that  of  other  nations;  and  who  are, 
or  may  become,  a  great  commercial  and  mari- 
time Power,  such  a  principle  cannot  be  desirable. 
That  it  is  not   the  established  law  of  nations,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  asserting.     It  is  unneces- 
sary ;  it  would   be   worse   than  idle  now  to  dis- 
cuss the  principle  which  the  gentleman  has   so 
much  labored.     Let  it  suflice  to  know  that  every 
Administration  in  this  country  has  practised  on 
the  contrary  doctrine,  and  no  one  of  them  con- 
tended for  the  doctrine  now  advanced,  as  being 
necessary   for    the    interest  of  this   country,  or 
sanctioned   by  the  law  of  nations.     The  treaty 
made   by  Mr.  Jay  with   Great  Britain  in   1794, 
contained  no  such  principle.     The  celebrated  in- 
structions  to  Monroe  and   Pinkney,  written  by 
the   present  Executive,  and  sanctioned  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  exj>ressly  disclaimed  such  a  principle. 
For  the  satisfaction  of  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  In- 
GERsoLL,)  and  that  only,  I  might  add  the  author- 
ity of  Mr.   Clay,  one   of  the   Commissioners  in- 
trusted with  the  negotiation  to  be  opened  at  Got- 
tenburg,  directly  militating  against  the  doctrine 
"free   ships   make   free   goods."     Having   men- 
tioned the  name  of  one  of  our  negotiators,  (Mr. 
Clay.)  I  may  be  permitted  here  to  observe,  that 
although  I  am  not  without  hope  and  expectation 
of  a  favorable  termination  of  the  war,  bottomed 
on  the  propositions  of  the  British  Government, 
which  have  been  acceded  to  by  our  Administra- 
tion, I  confess  this  hope  and  expectation  is  not 
strengthened   by  the  knowledge  I   have  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  al- 
luded ;  on   the  contrary.  I  do   not   conceive  that 
any  attainable  treaty  with  Great  Britain  can  be 
signed  by  that  gentleman,  consistently  with  his 
declarations  publicly  uttered  in  this  hall,  and  af- 
terwards deliberately  written  and  published  to  the 
world.     That  I  may  be  distinctly  understood,  and 
avoid  doing  the  least  possible  injustice  to  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  his  admirers,  and  who  is  not 
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♦present  to  hear  me.  I  will  not  trust  to  my  recol- 
ijiction  for. a  recital  of  his  opinions,  but  refer  to  a 
<sfceech  delivered  by  him  on  this  floor,  on  the  8th 

u  ■ 


Januarjr.  1813.  From  this  speech  it  appears 
.iat  Mr.  (jlay  was  one  of  those  who  would  not 
fci[knowle(*s:e  that  had  the  Orders  in  Council 
^en  repealed  before  the  war  was  declared,  the 
fjfclaratiua  would  not  have  been  prevented  ;  after 
VKprcssin?*  this  !>entiment,  he  says,  "  I  have  no 
v^bi'sitaiion  then,  in  saying  that  I  have  always 
5c(»ni.idereil  the  impressment  of  American  sea- 
;nlen  as  much  the  most  serious  aggression."  What 
,-i4  meant  by  the  terra  American  seamen,  is  ex- 
gplained  irt  another  part  of  this  speech,  and  is 
Jiuade  to  c.imprehend  all  persons  except  enemies' 
^fbjects.  Speaking  of  the  British  principle  of 
jliMpressmeht,  he  says, '•  What  is  this  principle? 
^  fehe  contj'nds  that  she  has  a  right  to  the  ser- 
*  fices  of  /\er  own  subjects.     That  in  the  exer- 

I*ise  of  this  right  she  may  lawfully  impress 
mem,  ev^n  though  she  finds  them  in  our  ves- 
I  fels,  on  tQe  high  seas,  without  her  jurisdiction. 
^  Now  I  d^ny  that  she  has  any  right  without  her 
I  urisdictron  to  come  on  board  our  vessels,  upon 
i  he  hi^h  'eas,  for  any  other  purpose  but  in  pur- 
\  uit  of  etiemies,  or  their  goods,  or  goods  contra- 
^  ;and  of  ^ar."  He  then  proceeds  to  say,  "when 
!  nations  ate  engaged  in  war,  those  rights  in  con- 
^  troversy,^which  are  not  acknowledged  by  the 
1  treaty  of  tpeace.  are  abandoned." 
I  |The  British  principle  of  impressment,  being 
Ib;^  right  rww  in  controversy,  unless  that  princt- 
yte  is  surrendered  by  Great  Britain,  no  treaty 
/aircordmg.  to  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Clay)  can  be 


Qotlenburg?  No)  '=at  Quebec  or  Halifax." 
With  such  sentiments  as  these,  am  I  not  war- 
ranted in  saying  that  no  attainable  treaty  can  be 
sijned  by  Mr.  Clay,  without  involving  him  ia 
the  grossest  inconsistency,  or  without  a  total  rev- 
olution in  his  opinions?  I  trust,  as  the  Adminis- 
tration appears  to  have  yielded,  he  will  also  bend 
to  circumstances. 

To  return  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr.  I.NGER80LL.)  thc  peculiarity  and  contra- 
dictory character  of  whose  remarks  excited  some 
attention.  He  mentioned  the  treaty  negotiated 
by  Mr.  Jay  in  1794,  and  approved  by  General 
Washington.  His  breast  appeared  to  labor  with 
denunciations  against  that  treaty,  to  which  his 
lips  refused  to  give  utterance.  One  evil  conse- 
quence of  that  treaty,  he  remarked,  was  the  dis- 
pleasure of  France,  and  our  subsequent  troubles 
with  that  nation.  Are  considerations  of  so  hu- 
miliating .1  character,  said  Mr.  P..  to  govern  a  na- 
tion which  boasts  of  its  spirit  and  independence? 
Are  they  to  influence  the  ardent  spirits  whose 
motto  is  "free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,"  and  who 
have  now  put  everything  dear  to  the  country  at 
hazard?  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  peace  with 
any  other  nation  is  not  to  be  sought  for,  for  fear 
of  offending  France?  I  am  not  without  my  sus- 
picions that  this  fear  of  offending  France  was  not 
among  the  Kastof  the  causes  for  rejecting  the 
treaty  of  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  in  the  year  1807, 
without  even  submitting  it  to  the  Senate. 

The  violent,  outrageous  opposition  to  Jay's 
Treaty,  under  which  this  country  enjoyed  the 
most  unexampled  prosperity,  during  its  continu- 


lu^de  Without  the  abandonment  of  the  object  for    ance,  is  sufficiently  remembered,  and  recorded  in 

Ivjiich  he  *»ys  the  war  was  declared,  and  is  now    the  history  of  those  times.     Nothing  but  the  god- 

*ri)secuted.     Who  is  there  among  us  so  sanguine  I  like  influence  of  Washington  could  have  allayed 

isj  to  belieye   the  British  claim  to    impress  her  I  the   storm  of  faction   excited    by  those,  and   the 

i-vi-n  subjerjrs  from  our  merchant  vessels  will  be  '  friends  of  those,  who  now  talk   so  much   about 

b|indoned?     Is  not  the  principle  now  substan-  i  the  dangers  of  opposition.     The  effigies  of  Mr. 

4lly  adraiited,  oral  least  the  controversy  waived    Jay   and   other   distinguished   advocates  of  this 

)*  the  Administration,  in  their  acceptance  of  the  '  treaty  were  burnt  in  various  sections  of  the  coun- 


!r|ipositioa.  to  negotiate  on  the  basis  of  the  pub- 
icj  law  of  ^nations,  and  the  maritime  rights  of 
ifeat  Britain?  And  is  not  the  point  of  honor 
u^stantialTy  yielded   by  this   House    by  what  is 


ajled 


try.  and  even  that  of  General  Washington  did 
not  escape  those  rude  indecencies.*  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  opposition  of  those  days  was  not,  as  now, 
confined  to  the  honest  and  conscientious  expres- 


f^its 

rfch 


I 


vo»^d  for ;  and  on  the  principles  of  which 


the  seameu's  bill  ? — a  bill  (although  some  |  sion  of  opinion,  and  the  exposure  of  wicked  men 
rovisions   are   extremely    objectionable)  j  and  measures.     No,  sir,  the  Constitution  formed 

no  barrier  to  Democratic  fury.     The  laws  were 
^  ,  resisted,  and  the  standard  of  rebellion  reared  on 

f;  the  que-tion  of  impressment.  This  bill  met  their  ruins.  The  country  was  threatened  with 
If  decided  disapprobation  of  Mr.  Clay.  He  '  the  revolutionary  scenes  of  France,  and  the  pre- 
ew  upo:i  it  an  air  of  ridicule  and  declared  tended  Republicans  were  then  as'clamorous  to 
,ord  Castlereagh  would  laugh  at  our  simpli-  ;  embark  hand  and  hand  in  the  cause  of  P'rance 
ij*r ;"  he  kumplaineJ  that  the  Administration  j  as  their  successors  are  now  for  'free  trade  and 
a|l  erred  m  the  steps  which  it  had  taken  to  re-  sailors'  rights.'*  How  those  scenes  terminated 
njre  peaiq,  •*  not  by  doing  too  little,  but  in  be-  and  how  some  oi  ilie  principal  actors  have  beeo 
tjaying   tyo  great  a   solicitude  for  that  event.  '    ' 

A(0  honorable  peace  (says  the  geitleman)  is  at- 


rewarded,  it  is  unnecessary  to  relate. 


t|iinable  only  by  an  efficient  war.  My  plan, 
(iays  he)  would  be  to  call  out  the  ample  resour- 

!C3ts  of  thercountry,  give  them  a  judicious  direc- 
tion, prosifcule  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigor, 
s\rike  wh«|re  we  can  reach  the  enemy  at  sea  or 
(lo  land,  {^fld  negotiate  the  terms  of  peace  (at 
t^   Peterstjurg?     No.      At  London?     No.     At 


•  I  am  confident  I  am  not  mistaken  in  stating  that 
General  Washington  was  burnt  in  elligy.  The  fact  is 
recorded  in  the  publications  of  the  day.  But,  as  I  am 
informed  by  the  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Chcves)  and 
others,  the  effigy  of  General  Washington  was  not 
among  those  of  Mr.  Jay  and  others,  whuh  were  burnt 
in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  the  year  1794. 


I 


Febboart,  1814. 


The  Loan  Bill. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Ingersoll.)  in  his  great  zeal  for 
hunting  up  the  causes  and  objects  of  the  war, 
told  us  at  the  last  session,  (when  taxes  were  the 
order  of  the  day,)  that  if  this  war  occasioned  the 
establishment  of  a  regular  system  of  taxation,  it 
would  be  well  worth  the  cost.  I  trust  the  gentle- 
man is  satisfied  with  the  progress  which  is  mak- 
ing in  such  an  establishment.  If  he  is  not,  I 
hope  the  people  will  be  before  the  present  loan  is 
obtained,  and  the  countless  millions  which  are 
expended,  repaid. 

The  gentleman  stited,  in  a  speech  delivered 
Kome  weeks  ago,  that,  with  or  without  the  origi- 
nal cau^es  of  the  war.  Canada  must,  and  ought 
to  be  ours.  He  said,  also,  that  the  military  repu- 
tation of  the  country  demanded  the  further  pros- 
ecution of  the  war;  it  was  necessary  to  retrieve 
the  character  which   had  been  lost  or  tarnished 


be  dreaded,  because  it  comprises  and  developes 
every  other.  War  is  the  parent  of  armies;  from 
these  proceed  debts  and  taxes.  And  armies,  and 
debts,  and  taxes,  are  the  known  instruments  of 
bringing  the  many  under  the  domination  of  the 
few.  In  war,  too,  the  discretionary  power  of  the 
Executive  is  extended;  its  influence  in  dealing 
out  offices,  honors,  and  emoluments,  are  multi- 
plied ;  and  all  the  means  of  seducing  the  minds 
of  the  people  are  added  to  those  of  subduing  the 
force  of  the  people.  Such  sentiments  as  these 
were  once  entertained  by  the  man  who  brought 
us  into  ihis  war,  and  who  is  exercising  that  dan- 
gerous extended  discretionary  power,  which  he 
himself  in  other  times  so  justly  deprecated.  But 
those  times  have  changed,  and  he  has  changed 
with  them.  In  1798  we  had  a  handful  of  men  ; 
they  were  commanded  by  Washington  and  Ham- 
ilton ;  the  men  now  in   power,  and  their  advo- 


by  the  disgrace  and  disasters  which  had  attended  I  cates  then  trembled  for  the  public  liberty.  If 
our  military  operations.  In  this  sentiment,  there  there  was  cause  to  fear  an  army  of  six  thousand 
is  a  tincture  of  ambition  ;  it  might  become  a  raili-  |  men  in  1798,  und.er  such  commanders,  who  can 

measure  our  danger  now  with  an  army  of  sixty- 
three  thousand,  directed  by  an  Armstrong,  and 
governed  by  a  Wilkinson  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  much  clamor  has  been  heard 
from  the  majority  against  the  course  of  Opposi- 
tion, which  the  minority  find  themselves  bound, 
by  judgment  and  conscience,  to  give  to  the  fatal 
policy  which  is  forced  on  them.  I  should  not 
notice  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  who  sounded 
their  complaints  and  denunciations  on  this  sub- 
ject, were  they  not  subversive  of  the  great  first 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  calculated  to  en- 
courage the  wicked  and  mislead  the  ignorant. 
In  what  does  our  opposition  consist?  Are  your 
laws  resisted?  No;  we  obey  them  all.  Do  we 
refuse  to  pay  our  taxes  as  far  as  we  are  able  ? 
No.  Do  we  refuse  to  do  militia  duty  when  con- 
stitutionally required?  No.  The  head  of  our 
offending  must  consist  in  this — we  do  not  always 
speak  well  of  you  and  your  measures,  because 
we  cannot  consistently  with  truth.    We  yet  claim 


tary  despot  thus  to  think  and  speak.  I  recollect 
just  such  a  sentiment  fell  from  the  French  Min- 
ister soon  after  Bonaparte  was  driven  out  of  Rus- 
sia. The  Emperor  could  not  make  peace  with- 
out having  another  battle.  He  had  too  much 
military  fame  to  lose,  «fec. 

The  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ingersoll.)  however,  in 
his  last  speech,  (perhaps  forgetting  what  he  had 
before  said,  or  possibly  changing  his  opinion) 
declared  that  we  were  the  weakest  people  in  the 
whole  family  of  human  societies,  and  that  we 
had  performed  wonders  in  this  war,  eclipsing  the 
deeds  of  our  fathers  in  the  Revolution.  I  object 
not  to  this  apparent  inconsistency  in  the  gentle- 
man's remarks,  especially  when  they  tend  to  di- 
minish the  inducements  for  continuing  the  war; 
but  if  he  continues  to  present  adilitional  causes 
for  the  war,  and  inducements  fur  its  continuance 
in  every  speech  he  makes,  I  must  assure  him, 
that  whatever  satisfaction  I  might  derive  from 
hearing  him  on  other  topics,  none  is  experienced 


from  efforts  tending   lo  rt  move   the  prospect  of  |  and  exercise  the  privilege  of  inquiring  into  your 

from  our  view.  One  policy,  ditcussing  your  propositions  and  condemn- 
ing wicked  men  and  measures,  as  our  judgments 
dictate.  Because  we  will  not  give  up  those  plain, 
unsophisticated  every  day  rights,  and  because 
their  exercise  is  not  at  all  limes  most  soothing  to 
the  majority,  those  rights  are  attempted  to  be 
wrested  from  us.  by  the  introduction  of  a  new  polit- 
ical dictionary,  by  which  inquiry  is  made  to  mean 
tor y ism ;  d\i-ciisuijn,  moral  treason  ;  and  the  expo- 
suieof  weak  or  wicked  men  and  measures, /u)«/i7»'/y 
to  the  Government!  Sir,  my  opposition  is  and 
siiall  continue  to  be  directed  by  the  best  dictates 
of  my  understiiading,  for  the  best  interests  of  my 
country.  It  shall  be  tempered  with  a  prudent 
zeal.  It  siiall  be  bounded  by  the  law  and  the 
Constitution,  and.  if  assailed  within  those  ram- 
parts, the  ruffian  tyrant  shall  be  repulsed  at  every 
hazard,  because  he  aims  his  blow  at  the  vitaU  of 
the  Cunsiiiulion  and  the  liberty  of  the  citizen. 
In  time  of  war,  inroads  on  the  essential  principles 
of  free  government  are  must  easily  efl'ected.  It 
is  then  that  Executive  power  makes  its  eucroach- 


peace  further  and  lurther  from  our  view.  One 
more  remark  of  the  gentleman,  and  I  am  done 
with  him.  He  attributes  the  success  of  Great 
Britain  and  h<*r  triumphs  over  Bonaparte,  not  so 
much  to  military  or  naval  prowes.s  as  to  the  oper- 
ations of  finance.  At  the  same  time  he  says,  the 
Ministry  who  have  accomplished  those  things 
are  the  weakest  England  ever  had.  I  will  only 
remark,  that  if  military  and  financial  operations 
are  successful  in  proportion  to  the  weakneNS  of 
those  who  direct  them,  we  too  are  not  without 
hopes  of  victory  ;  our  Treasury  mf  y  yet  be  over- 
flowing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  was  a  time,  and  that  not 
very  distant,  when  the  peo|ile  ol  this  country 
shrunk  witli  horror  from  the  idea  of  the  calami- 
ties of  war.  There  was  a  time  when  the  jiresent 
Chief  Magistrate  considered  none  but  a  defensive 
war  legitimate,  or  warranted  by  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  our  political  institution>.  He  then 
thought,  or  pretended  to  think,  that  of  all  the 
enemies  of  public  liberty,  war  is  perhaps  mo»t  to 
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Treents,  an'jTnac/»tar«r//ian  corruption  is  set  afloat, 
{l^  is  in  times  like  those  that  tlie  true  patriot  ought 
ItX)  redouble  his  vigilance  in  guarding  and  defend- 
^iug  the  [jasses  to  his  liberty.  I  am  sufficiently 
fjcquainie^  with  human  nature  to  know  the  ill 
^tfffecl  of  ^'iving  tihe  sanction  of  high  authority  to 
5  (Vise  doctrines ;  the  ignorant,  and  often  the  good 
•?r\jan,  is  (h?luded,  and  the  wicked  always  avail 
Ithemselvt^j  of  it.  to  let  loose  the  worst  of  pas- 
fsions  to  j^ralify  private  hatred  or  party  malice. 
♦  r  may  be  permitted  here  to  remark,  that  even  in 
*the  section  of  country  where  I  reside,  and  where 
f  t(ie  majority  are  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  war, 
■  r^en  were.fouod  who  joined  in  the  cry,  "'War  is 
*Qpw  declaimed,  opposition  must  cease;"  trusting,  I 
iffwesume,  io  the  ^lurse  and  sword  which  the  war 
Jiisid  place^  in  the  hands  of  the  E.Teciitive,  some 
l^ere  founil  sufficiently  emboldened  to  declare,  the 
Yi(me  is  nelir  at  hand  when  no  man  would  dare  to 
j)4vn  himlelfa  Pederalif^t.  In  the  district  repre- 
sented hf.  my  honorable  colleague.  (Mr.  Yapc- 
L^Y.)  I  h{ive  understood,  but  vouch  not  for  its 
*t:torrectnc.-f,  that  a  ticket,  and  perhaps  the  only 
*of>e.  given}  at  oneof  the  separate  elections,  for  his 
K)j>ponent,'who  was  denominated  the  peace  can- 
didate, wa-s  at  tlie  close  of  the  election,  tarred 
<katd  feathered;  aod  the  innocent  voter,  who  dared 
«(4  think  f()r  himself,  was  in  some  danser  of  shar- 
:^'*g  the  ."-ajTie  fate.  I  mention  this  circumstance, 
Jif t  from  |ireviou:4  reflection;  it  occurred  to  me 
'^f  the  tnoMenl,  and  certainly  not  with  a  view  of 
i'iciting  tfle  sensibility  of  my  colleague,  or  re- 
^Ifcting  o\f  any  of  his  respectable  friends.     It  is 


js  with  an  improved  edition  of  his 
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•  rThe  genjle.aian.from  Tennessee  (.Mr.  Grundy) 
with  an  improved 
e  of  moral   treason.     I  trust  that 


W 


'practical  illu>tration  of  incorrect  doctrines,  and 
jl|e  danger  of  factious  majorities. 

•  rThe  genjle.ai--  '' '^ 

fijs  favoreji  us 
^'urmer  do*.trin 

Hhje  gentle-tnan  is  now  as  tired  of  hearing  this 
fclisurd  terjn  of  his  own  creation,  moral  treason, 
l^  he  ougW  to  be  of  the  rope  which  he  informed 
jj^was  so  rwisted  round  our  necks  that  it  could 
itily  be  c4  by  thi?  sword  of  war.  He  attempts 
f  (iw  to  enti)rce  hn  doctrine  by  the  authority  of 
ijjif!  late  D|.  Witherspoon,  who  attempted  to  re- 
♦dhcile  thejconscifntious  scruples  of  some  of  his 
^jire  ignornnt  countrymen,  in  favor  of  the  Ame- 
f  (fan  Revolution.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
see  doei  the  most  manifest  injustice  to  the 
^mory  ofjthat  worthy  man  by  the  analogy  he 
If  drawn. I  The  object  of  Dr.  Witherspoon  was 
f-jLjuiet  th^  scruples  of  conscience  in  the  midst 
|1'»  Revolutionary  throes,  when  ihere  was  no 
Ciinstituticp  prescribing  the  rights  and  duties  of 
ttii|  citizen>  wlien  there  was  no  law  but  that  of 
jfct^er  to  g-vern  the  conduct  of  men. 
i  The  objjct  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
I  o  compel  us  to  act  against  the  dictates  of  con- 
f^nce;  tohake  frfyni  us  the  shield  of  the  Consti- 
hi  ion,  subrjtitute  force  for  law,  and  put  us  under 
r|i  ban  o^  the  eppire.  Were  that  venerable 
■it;  tesraan  4o  rise  in  these  fallen  times,  and  wit- 
4tls  the  g^oss  perversion  of  his  virtuous  senti- 
iP|nts.  he  vdould  blush  for  the  degeneracy  of  those 
|rjo  provt  themselves  so  unworthy  of  that  rich 
i^leritancij  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  he 

.1  i 


contributed  to  create,  and  which  was  handed  to 
us,  clothed  with  all  the  attributes  of  human  per- 
fection. 

Some  gentlemen  have  proposed  to  grant  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  a  patent  right  for  his 
application  of  the  sentiments  of  Dr.  Witherspoon 
to  his  own  doctrine  of  moral  treason.  I  must 
deny  even  this  credit  to  the  gentleman;  it  is  due. 
if  to  anybody,  to  an  honorable  colle-igue  of  mine, 
(Mr.  Forney,)  who  does  not  often  favor  the 
House  with  his  remarks,  although  he  sometimes 
addresses  circulars  to  his  constituents. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Grundy)  has  illustrated 
his  doctrine  in  another  way.     He  says,  if  a  man 
joins  or  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  he 
IS  guilty  of  treason  ; — a  fortiori,  if  the  same  per- 
son, instead  of  joininc^  and  giving  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemy,  refuses  to  lend    his  money  to 
the  Government,  or  advises  others  not  to  lend,  or 
happens  to  dissuade  his  friend  or  some  half  a 
dozen   giddy  young  men   not  to  abandon   their 
families  and  homes  for  the  dangers  and  corrup- 
tions of  the  camp;  for  thus  exercising  the  free- 
dom of  opinion,  and  forbearing  or  refusing  to  do 
that,  which,  by  no  principle  or  law,  was  he  bound 
to  do,  he.  agreeably  to  the  logic  of  the  gentleman, 
is  guilty  of  this  new-fangled  crime  of  moral  trea- 
son.    Thus  the  effect  of  a  lawful  and  Constitu- 
tional course  of  conduct,  and  not  the  motive,  con- 
stitutes the  crime.     This  case  the  gentleman  calls 
his  field  of  argument.     If  this  case  establishes 
the  doctrine  of  moral  treason,  I  think  it  will  not 
be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  gentleman  himself 
is  a  moral  traitor.     It  is  probable  the  gentltman 
has  some  money  which  he  can  spare ;  if  he  does 
not   lend    it   to   the  Government,  as  they  are  in 
great  want,  he  is  guilty.     It  is  very  probable  the 
example  which  that  gentleman  could  set.  by  en- 
listing in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  would 
induce  some  hundreds  of  his  constituents  to  en- 
list also.     If  he  refuses  to  do  those   things,  the 
effect   is  unquestionably   more    injurious   to   the 
country  than  were  he  actually  to  join  the  enemy  ; 
consequently,  by  his  own  doctrine,  he  is  more 
guilty. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  argues  differently  from  his  friend  from 
Tennessee.  He  says  it  is  the  malice,  and  not  the 
effect,  which  constitutes  the  crime.  He  admits 
the  right  of  opposition  to  a  certain  extent,  beyond 
which  it  swells  into  faction,  becomes  corrupt,  and 
seeks  the  destruction  of  the  Government.  This 
may  be  very  true,  but  I  deny  its  application  to 
the  minority  of  this  House  or  this  nation.  All 
our  acts  are  lawful;  every  expression  breathes 
the  genuine  feelings  of  patriotism,  and,  when 
most  warm,  it  is  the  honest  glow  of  indignation, 
roused  by  the  oppressive  and  ruinous  acts  of  an 
overbearing  majority,  or  by  the  introduction  of 
slavish  doctrines,  subversive  of  the  first  princi- 
ples of  civil  liberty,  and  foreign  to  our  Constitu- 
tion an  I  the  genius  of  our  happy  form  of  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  when  I  reflect  on  the  right  guarantied  to 
every  freeman  in  this  country  by  the  charter  of 
our  liberties.  I  feel  humbled  and  degraded,  as  the 
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Representative  of  thousands  of  free  and  enlight- 
ened citizens,  in  finding  myself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  repelling  doctrines  fitted  only  for  anarchy 
or  military  despotism  ;  in  asserting  rights  sanc- 
tioned by  the  experience  of  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  which  are  so  plain  as  to  be  perfectly 
understood,  and  are  enjoyed  even  by  the  beggar 
in  the  streets. 


sudden  usurpation!;  but,  on  ■  candid  examination  of 
history,  we  shall  find  the  turbulence,  violence,  and 
abuse  of  power,  by  the  majority  trampling  on  the 
rights  of  the  minority,  have  produced  factions  and 
commotions,  which,  in  Republics,  have  more  frequently 
than  any  other  cause  produced  despotism.  If  we  go 
over  the  whole  history  of  ancient  and  modern  Rcpub- 


Let  me  tell   the  gentleman  from  l  ''"'.^■^,  ,"^*"  {"'^  ^^''''  destruction  to  have  generally 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  if  he  wishes  to  1  ^""'^"^^  f^''™  '^""^  ""»"•  .      ^  „ 

establish  an  ordeal  for  trying  men's  consciences,  1  This  extract  requires  no  comment;  it  shall 
I  have  no  objection,  provided  we  can  get  just  have  none  from  me  but  my  sanction, 
judgment;  but  I  shall  certainly  object  to  that!  I  had  intended,  sir,  to  submit  some  remarks  oa 
gentleman  being  the  presiding  magistrate.  Let  ihe  doctrine  of  retaliation  and  expatriation,  but 
me  tell  gentlemen  in  the  raajoritv,  if  they  wish  ;  f^ar  ^  have  already  exhausted  the  patience  of  the 
to  quiet  opposition,  they  must  change  their  de-  i  Committee,  as  1  certainly  have  my  own  strength, 
siructive  course  of  policy;  they  must  seek  the  ;  ^  will,  therefore,  conclude  my  remarks  by  read- 
advancement  of  the  nation's  interest,  and  not  ;  '"JJ  »"  extract  from  an  elegant  author  (Gold- 
solely  that  of  a  party.  In  proportion  to  the  wick- !  •*='niih)  who  was  a  good  If  hig  \n  his  day.  an  ex- 
edness  or  folly  of  those  in  power,  in  that  ratio  I  cellent  judge  of  the  human  character,  and  no  in- 
will  be  the  opposition  of  good  men.  while  a  vest-  |  considerable  statesman.  Tins  extract  may  not 
ige  of  spirit  and  independence  remains.  And  l  be  inapplicable  to  the  present  limes,  and  not  to- 
should  the  liberties  of  this  people  be  encroached  i  lal'V  irrelevant  to  the  question  of  opposition, 
upon,  step  by  step,  till  you  arrive  at  the  threai-  j  which  has  been  incidentally  discussed  : 
ened  conscription,  you  will  find  opposition  in  "There  is,"  says  this  author,  "  a  very  honest  gen- 
every  virtuous  breast.  |  tlemao,  with    whom    I    have    been  acquainted    these 

After  the  turbulent  scenes  of  1798  and  1799  |  thirty  years,  during  which  there  has  not  been  one 
had  subsided  (in  which,  by  the  by,  the  present  ,  speech  uttered  against  the  Ministry  in  Parliament,  nor 
majority  acted  a  part,  far  surpassing  in  violence  |  struggle  at  an  election  for  a  burgess,  to  serve  in  the 


of  opposition  anything  whicli  has  characterized 
the  present  times)  the  country  experienced  al- 
most a  perfect  calm;  opposition  was  scarcely 
heard  of  among  the  people  for  about  four  years; 
they  continued  to  prosper  during  the  existence  ol 


House  of  Commons,  nor  a  pamphlet  published  in  op- 
position to  the  Administration,  nor  even  a  private  cen- 
sure, passed  in  his  hearing,  upon  the  conduct  of  any 
person  concerned  in  public  affairs,  but  he  is  immedi- 
ately alarmed,  and  loudly  exclaims  against  such  faC' 


iioHS  doings,  in  order  to  set  the  people  by  the  ears  to- 
such  a  delicate  juncture.     At  other   times, 


the   treaty    with   Great    Britain,  and    were  first  i       , 

roused  by  the  expiration  of  that  treaty,  and  the  f,',/h'e,%uch  opposition  might  not  be  improper,  and 
refusal  ol  Mr.  Jetierson  either  to  renew  it  or  ac-  ;  ,  ,-j„„.j  question  the  facts  that  are  alleged  ;  but,  at  thii 
cept  the  subsequent  treaty  negotiated  by  Messrs.  |  ^^j^,^  ^j^  ^^  inflame  the  nation— the  man  desenes  to 
Monroe  and  Pinkney.  These  discontents  we  re  ;  i.^  punished  as  a  traitor  to  his  country.  In  a  word, 
strengthened  by  the  latal  embargo  of  1807,  have  I  according  to  this  gentleman's  opinion,  the  nation  has 
continued,  and  will  continue  to  increase  as  the  ;  been  in  a  violent  crisis,  at  any  time  these  thirty  years, 
policy  of  Administration  becomes  more  and  more  ]  and  were  it  |M»8ible  for  him  to  live  another  century,  he 


destructive  of  our  best  interests. 


The  opposition  of  a  minority  is,  in  the  nature    with  safety  impugn  the  infalhbihty  of  a  Minister. 


would  never  find  any  period,  at  which  a  man  might 


of  things,  harmless.  If  limited  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Constitution,  it  is  lawful,  anJ  often  neces- 
sary. If  it  transcends  those  bounds,  there  is  al- 
ways the  disposition  and  the  power  in  the  ma- 
jority to  restrain  it.  The  truth  is,  and  at  this 
day  this  truth  is  unfortunately  too  evident,  that 
factious  majorities  are  the  real  enemies  of  public 
liberty.  To  this  source  may  be  traced  the  de- 
struction of  Republics  in  ancient  and  modern 
times,  and  from  this  cause  we  have  some  reason 
to  tremble  for  the  safety  of  our  Constitution  and 
country.  Permit  me,  air,  to  fortify  this  opinion 
by  an  authority  which  gentlemen  in  the  majority 
cannot  disrey:ard.  I  refer  to  no  less  authority 
than  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States.  In  a  speech  of  Mr.  Madison,  made  in 
the  Virginia  Convention,  when  he  advocated  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  he  thus 
expresses  himself: 

"Since  the  general  civilization  of  mankind,  I  be- 
lieve there  are  more  instances  of  the  abridgment  of 
the  freedom  of  the  people,  by  gradual  and  silent  en- 
croachments  of  those  in  power  than  by  violent  and 


Opposition,  when  restrained  within  due  bounds,  is 
the  salubrious  gale,  that  ventilates  the  opinions  of  the 
people,  which  might  otherwise  stagnate  into  the  most 
abject  submission.  It  may  be  said  to  purify  the  at- 
mosphere of  politics  ;  to  dispel  the  gross  vapors  raised 
by  ministerial  artifice  and  corruption,  until  the  Consti- 
tution, like  a  mighty  rock,  stands  fully  disclosed  to  the 
view  of  every  individual  who  dwells  within  the  shade 
of  its  protection.  Even  when  this  gale  blows  with 
augmented  violence,  it  generally  tends  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Commonwealth.  It  awakens  ihe  appre- 
hension, and  consequently  arouses  all  the  faculties  of 
the  pilot  at  the  helm,  who  redoubles  his  vigilance  and 
cautiun,  exerU  his  utmost  skill,  and  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  ihe  navigation,  in  a  little 
time  learns  to  suit  his  canvass  to  the  roughness  of  the 
sea,  and  the  trim  of  the  vessel.  Without  these  inter- 
vening storms  of  opposition  to  extrcise  his  faculties, 
he  would  become  enervate,  negligent,  and  presump- 
tuous ;  and  in  the  wantonness  of  his  power,  trusting 
to  some  deceitful  calm,  perhaps  hazard  a  step  that 
would  wreck  the  Constitution." 

When  Mr.  Pearson  had  concluded,  the  House 
adjourned. 
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,'  \  r     TucHSDAY,  February  17. 

*  '  Mr.  Lijwis  presented  a  peiiiiou  of  the  congre- 
%aation  of. T^jnitjr  Church,  in  Georgetown,  in  the 
^  )istrict  of  Columbia,  praying  to  be  authorized  to 

laise  mo^ev  by  means  of  a  lottery,  to  be  applied 
''lo  the  erection  of  a  church  for  said  congregation. 
?-'-Referri'd  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
{Columbi^. 

f  On  muHion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  Committee  on 
r- I'en&ion*  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  dis- 
}  i,harged  ifrom  ibe  petitions  of  A.  J.  Chevallie, 
^gent  fat  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumarchais  ; 
■^nd  the^aid  petitions,  together  with  all  papers 
Relating  to  the  claim  of  the  said  Beaumarchais, 
t  frere  re.'rred  to  Mr.  Low.ndes,  Mr.  BrawELL, 
lilr.  Grcndy.  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr. 
ffirASToN.  *nd  Mr.  Oakley. 
T  I  Mr.  iNiiERSOLL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
4n  the  p«siiion  of  Oliver  Evans,  reported  a  bill  to 
tixiend  tlie  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  steam 
^ngines;lwhich  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
ii  a  Conjmittee  of  the  Whole. 
.  Mr.  LvJwNDEs,  from  the  Committee  on  N.ival 
Affairs,  Imported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  lo 
iause  to  ue  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or 
lore  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  the  wa- 
•rs  of  the  United  Slates ;"  and  the  bill  was  cora- 
biitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
•  The  ar^iendmtnts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  lo 
authorize-  the  President  to  retain  in  service  cer- 
^in  volunteer  corps"  were  read,  and  concurred 
)p  by  the^House, 

;  On  motion  of  Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  the 
ijesolutio^  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
sfented  yti,tcrday.  relating  to  the  establishment  of 
I  sl)me  luai^ner  of  deciding  State  controversies,  was 
«  referred  6  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

I  •  ;  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

r  ^  On  mution  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  of  Virginia, 
j  rtie  Houst  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 

IoftheCcvnmHieeof  the  Whole,  on  the  1st  instant, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on 
the  petition  of  John  Taliaferro,  contesting  the 
.^  ejection  of  said  John  P.  Hungerford.  The  House 
I  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 

I'  t^f'jectingjthat  report,  which  was  favorable  to  Mr. 
Xaliaferrj).  by  a  vole  of  G7  to  38. 
'  A  motiion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sheffey.  that 
k  Ifle  Hous*  do  coipe  to  the  follov/ing  resolution  : 
I  ,  Resolved,  That  John  P.  Hungerford  w  entitled  to  » 
)i«:-at  in  tbu  House. 

The  SvEAKER  decided,  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
I  House  h»-d  decided  to  overrule  the  resolution  sub- 
|tjiitted  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  ''that 
^John  P.  Hungerford  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
|tfiis  Houie."  It  was  his  opinion  it  had  expressed 

•  finally  i{\  determination  that  .Mr.  Hungerford  is 
l«<nmled  lo  his  seat  in  this  House  ;  and  that,  con- 
»  Hequently,  the  mution  of  Mr.  Sheffey  was  not  in 
i  <irder. 

i  *  THE  LO.\N  BILL. 

LT^^f  ^;'"5«  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 

yVhule  o^  the  Loan  bill. 
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I  Mr.  Jackson  spoke  as  follows  :  Mr.  Chairman 
I  It  seems  agreed  on  all  sides  that  this  shall  be  a 
continuation  of  the  debate  op  ihe  Army  bills — 
that  the  di>cussion  shall  be  conducted  upon  the 
scale  then  assumed;  in  that  vast  extent  the  in- 
vestigation will  be  legitimate. 

Although  it  be  true  that  the  province  of  the 
majority  is  to  act,  and  of  the  minority  to  speak, 
it  is  sometimes  equally  so  that  the  majority  should 
give  the  reasons  for  their  measures,  and  above  all 
they  should  place  in  a  just  view  the  specious  and 
fallacious  ones  of  their  opponents.  This  nation 
IS  progressing  in  intellectual  acquirements  as  rap- 
idly as  Its  unprecedenied  increase  of  numbers  and 
the  development  of  its  vast  internal  resources  ; 
and  It  is  due  to  ourselves,  to  the  politician  of  to- 
day who  was  not  on  the  stage  yesterday,  and  to 
the  advancement  of  truth,  to  venture  occasionally 
upon  a  larger  view  of  our  affairs  than  would  be 
strictly  admissible,  if  the  argument  were  to  be 
solely  intended  for  this  House,  and  did  not  find 
Its  way  to  the  nation.  These  considerations  have 
guided  me  in  the  investigation  I  have  made,  and 
which  1  shall  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
in  communicating  upon  the  present  occasion. 

The  minority  urge  upon  this  bill — contemplat- 
ing a  provision  of  the  ways  and  means  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war— the  same  objections  relied  on  by 
them  when  the  Army  bills  were  before  us.  These 
objections  may  be  resolved  under  three  heads — 

1st.  The  justice  of  the  war  in  its  origin. 

2d.  The  justice  of  its  continuance. 

3d.  The  mode  of  waging  it. 

First— It  is  unjust,  say  they,  in  its  origin,  be- 
cause there  was  no  real  cause  of  war;  and  the 
pretences  for  it  might  have  been  avoided  if  the 
treaty  of  1806  had  been  accepted. 

In  discussing  this  point  I  shall  purposely  pass 
over  many,  very  many,  minor  injuries  inflicted 
by  the  lawless  violence  of  Great  Britain— which, 
though  constituting  cause  of  war,  according  to 
the  best  e>tablished  opinions  of  intelligent  jurists, 
this  nation  devoted  to  peace,  and  anxious  to  avoid 
all  collisions  whatever,  has  not  made  the  ground 
of  the  war,  or  a  condition  of  its  termination. 

In  1806,  in  consequence  of  the  piratical  seizure 
of  many  merchant  vessels  engaged  in  the  colo- 
nial trade,  the  Government  were  called  upon  by 
the  united  mercantile  interest  of  this  country  to 
put  on  the  armor  and  assume  the  attitude  of  re- 
sistance. These  merchants  in  their  memorable 
memorials.  <fec.,  announced  the  seizure  of  their 
vessels  by  Gnat  Britain  as  lawless  and  piratical ; 
they  showed  incontesiably  that  the  trade  had  been 
carried  on  m  express  conformity  with  the  rules 
prescribed  by  the  British  Admiralty,  and  the  de- 
cision of  Sir  William  Scott,  the  Judge  of  their 
highe>t  Court  having  maritime  jurisdiction;  in 
fine,  that,  by  these  fraudulent  deceptions,  they 
were  decoyed  upon  the  ocean  to  the  prosecution 
of  a  trade  lawful  according  to  the  settled  princi- 
ples of  national  law,  and  lawful  according  to  the 
decisions  of  the  Britisii  Government  ;  and  were 
awakened  from  their  delusion,  winch  reposed  on 
the  honor  and  faith  of  that  nation,  by  a  fraudu- 
lent concealed  order,  under  which  their  vessels 
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and  cargoes  were  seized  simultaneously  in  the 
four  quarters  of  the  world,  and  ruin  and  beggary 
entailed  on  thousands. 

This  detestable  outrage  remains  to  this  day  un- 
atoned  for  and  unredressed. 

Prompted  by  the  value  of  the  spoils  seized  on 
that  occasion,  this  g-rievous  outrage  was  but  the 
inconsiderable  precursor  of  others  more  grievous. 
Our  vessels  trading  from  one  port  belonging  to 
an  enemy  of  Great  Britain  to  another  port  of  the 
same,  or  another  enemy — and  at  that  time  she 
was  at  war  with  all  the  maritime  nations  of  Eu- 
rope—  was  held  to  be  good  prize,  and  the  notice 
of  this  uew  principle  was  conveyed  through  the 
seizure  of  the  vessels  thus  employed.  Orders  of 
blockade  were  issued  in  defiance  of  the  rule  laid 
down  by  themselves.  And  the  rapid  succession 
of  injuries  treading  on  the  heels  of  each  other  did 
not  permit  the  mind  to  dwell  upon  either,  before 
it  was  excited  afresh  by  more  transcendant  in- 
juries. 

The  Americans  deriving  their  right  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean  from  the  recognition  of  their  char- 
acter as  an  independent  people,  and  the  munifi- 
cence of  a  beneficent  God  who  made  the  sea  free 
to  all,  were  required  by  Great  Britain,  who  hid» 
usurped  dominion  over  it,  to  carry  their  cargo'es 
to  a  British  port,  land  them  there,  and  pay  a  tri- 
bute for  a  license  to  carry  them  to  their  place  of 
destination.  And  on  discovering  the  national  in- 
dignation which  this  measure  excited,  we  were 
told,  in  language  of  superadded  indignity,  that 
they  had  gratuitously  commuted  the  tribute  for  a 
prohibition  of  the  trade  altogether. 

In  the  subsequent  modifications  which  Great 
Britain  adopted  of  her  piratical  orders,  we  were 
told  that  we  might  trade  lo  the  nations  with 
whom  she  was  at  war.  provided  we  compelled 
them  to  receive  the  manufactures  and  products 
which  they  had  prohibited — a  pretension  which, 
however  much  it  might  have  suited  the  interests 
of  our  merchants  to  see  those  nations  accede  to, 
we  had  no  right  whatever  to  contend  for — a  pre- 
tensipn,  too,  which  is  at  war  with  the  laws  of  the 
British  themselves,  who  prohibit  almost  all  de- 
scriptions of  manufactured  articles  in  time  of 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  and  which  the  policy  of 
this  country  in  fostering  our  own  manufactories 
strongly  inclines  us  to  imitate.  To  illustrate  the 
injustice  of  the  claim,  let  us  recur  to  our  laws 
which  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves ;  and 
suppose  a  foreign  nation  were  to  demand  the 
privilege  of  sending  slaves  hither,  would  we, 
could  we,  listen  to  it  for  a  moment? 

It  was  admitted  by  the  British,  and  those  in 
this  country  who  contend  for  their  claims,  that 
these  measures  would  be  unjust  in  the  abstract, 
but  were  just  in  retaliation  for  injuries  inflicted 
on  us  by  France.  In  vain  was  it  answered,  that 
retaliation  to  be  lawful  must  fall  upon  the  head 
of  the  aggressor,  and  not  on  us,  who  were  a  third 
and  innocent  party;  and  although  there  might 
be  some  pretext  for  such  retaliation,  if  we  had 
submitted  to  injuries  which  were  prejudicial  to 
Great  Britain,  and  thereby  exposed  ourselves  to 
the  imputation  of  conniving  at  the  conduct  of 
I3lli  Cus.  2d  Skss.— 47 


her  enemy,  we  showed  that  they  had  resorted  to 

it  before  a  knowledge  by  us  of  the  injury  retali- 
ated for;  and  that  the  United  States  possessed 
the  spirit  and  determination  to  maintain  their 
rights  against  lawless  invasion  from  every  quar- 
ter, and  would  do  so  if  the  British  would  permit 
them,  either  by  doing  justice,  or  cease  the  prac- 
tice of  doing  injustice  towards  us.  We  gave  them 
to  understand  that  war  itself  would  be  resorted  to, 
and  had  only  been  delayed  from  the  considera- 
tion that  we  were  unable  to  contend  at  the  same 
time  with  two  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on 
the  globe,  but  would  not  shrink  from  a  contest 
with  one  of  them,  if  the  other  would  withdraw 
her  hostile  edicts.  But  this  argument  and  these 
assurances  were  disregarded  ;  the  enemy  had  taken 
his  attitude;  it  was  war  on  his  part,  peace  on 
ours;  he  had  not  declared  war,  but  was  in  the 
daily  habit  of  committing  acts  of  hostility,  while 
his  language  breathed  peace  and  good  will  to- 
wards us.  Yet,  in  defiance  of  all  this  fairness 
and  pacific  remonstrance,  we  were  told  here,  and 
the  sentiment  was  echoed  back  by  the  British 
Government,  that  the  conduct  of  this  nation  pro- 
ceeded from  partiality  to  France,  and  unjust  hos- 
tility to  Great  Britain  ;  that  to  these  alone  all  our 
embarrassments  owed  their  origin.  When  the 
intelligent  men  of  the  two  countries  called  for  the 
proofs,  they  found  nothing  but  idle  clamors  and 
bold  assertions.  The  charge  in  the  famous  pro- 
test of  the  minority  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  the  reiteration  of  it  by  the  Prince  Regent, 
were  substituted  for  proof;  and  when  a  specifi- 
cation was  demanded,  the  arrangement  with 
France,  touching  a  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan,  was  pointed  to  as  affording  it.  On 
this  ground,  or  any  other,  we  were  always  willing 
to  meet  our  opponents,  and  on  this,  as  often  as 
they  were  met.  they  had  been  already  vanquished. 
They  urged  that  the  President  had  taken  the 
promise  of  the  French  Government  for  the  fact 
of  repeal,  and  on  it  had  founded  his  proclama- 
tion ;  that  the  French  had  broken  the  promise, 
and  fraudulently  precipitated  us  into  war.  To 
this  we  answered  :  if  it  w^ere  a  new  case,  without 
precedent  to  support  it,  the  confidence  due  to  in- 
dependent nations  demanded  a  reliance  on  the 
declaration  ;  that  it  was  no  answer  to  this  posi- 
tion that  the  confidence  might  beabused,for  with- 
out it  all  the  advantages  of  civilization  would  be 
lost  to  the  present  generation,  and  we  should  be 
thrown  back  into  the  dark  ages,  and  revive  the 
deplorable  doctrine,  that  no  laiih  was  due  to  the 
engagements  of  other  nations;  no  reliance  to  be 
placed  except  on  the  sword  of  our  own. 

But  our  recent  history  afforded  an  example 
which  Great  Britain  and  her  friends,  too,  must 
respect ;  for  it  was  an  example  in  her  favor  which 
elicited  the  most  unqualified  approbation  of  the 
Executive  conduct ;  and  gentlemen  were  so  zeal- 
ous to  testify  their  pleasure  at  that  time  that  a 
formal  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  and  supported 
by  them  in  this  honorable  body. 

In  comparing  the  two  cases,  the  mind  is  lost  in 
conjecturing  wherefore  was  the  conduct  of  the 
President  condemned  for  the  latter  proclamation, 
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when  itjwas  so  decisively  applauded  for  the  first? 

;  And  a  njinute  analysis  of  the  facts  connected  with 

jeach  bu^  serves  to  increase  the  dilemma. 

I     The  Jirranijement  with  Mr.  Erskine  for  the  re- 

jpeal  of  ihe  British  Orders,  it  will  be  recollected, 

•proraiseil    their   abrogation   at  a  future   day.     I 

think  it  jwas  the  tenth  of  June  ;  not  having  looked 

into   th<i  documents  recently,   I  am  not  certain 

that  I  $jn  correct  as  to  the  dates,  but  this  I  well 

recolle<ii,  that  it  was  adopted  with  avidity;  in  the 


L._ .„„„. , ., - -- , 

Sllangua^e  of  the  resolve,  with  a  promptitude  and    cious  appearance.     I   am    speaking   only    of 

\ " " ^"  
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jfranknrrs  honorable  to  the  President ;  and  on  the 
Jfailh  or  it.  before  the  day  had  arrived,  the  Presi- 

(dent  iss'ied  his  proclamation,  notifying  the  fact 
and  reriewing  the  trade,  then  suspended  by  our 
non-iotffrcourse  act,  from  and  after  that  day. 
I     The  f5?peal  of  the  French  decrees  was  notified 
iby  the    French  Government  to  take  effect  from 
'and  afit'r  the  first  of  November,  and  the  procla- 
mation oi  the  President  in  consequence  thereof 
was  not  issued  until  after  that  day.     If  there  was 
any  departure  from  the  course  of  unequivocal  im- 
partiality in  the   two  cases,  it  was  certainly  not 
to  the  iiTejudice  of  the  British  Government,  as  in 
i  their  cajsfc  the  proclamation  was  in  anticipation 
j  of  the  tj'me  fix»'d  upon  by  themselves,  and  in  th/ 

•  French,  case  it  was  not  until  after  the  time  had 
'  arrived;  When  Opposition  found  that  they  were 
.driven; from  this    untenable   ground,    they   took 

•  their  stand  on  another;  the  French  declaration 
;"  they  sa^d  was  fraudulent  on  the  face  of  it,  and 

•  couched  in  terras  that  were  offensive. 

}  It  wns  answered,  that  but  two  topics  of  just 
,  inquiry  were  presented  in  considering  the  sub- 
ject— fitst,  ha4  the  French  promised  and  was  it 
'_  fair  to  fresum^  a  repeal  of  tlieir  decrees  in  virtue 
;•  of  sucK  promise? — and  second,  was  the  promise 
«  unequiyocal  and  in  terms  unexceptionable  ?  1st. 
J  That  t|iey  did'promi^e  a  repeal  no  one  will  deny. 
I  and  in  [point  o|"  fact  we  have  express  proof  that  it 
I  was  cijp formed  to,  and  not  violated;  our  agents 
J  abroad  state  this,  and  the  exemption  of  our  ves- 
I  sels  frqm  capture  under  those  decrees,  is  confir- 
I  matory  of  the  assertion.  2dly.  As  to  the  mode  of 
j  makini^  the  promise;  it  will  be  recollected  that 

iwe  ha|^  prescribed  a  condition  in  our  law  to  be 
^rfort.ied  in  the  event  that  either  France  or 
^  England  revoked  their  edicts,and  the  other  refused 
I  to  do  w)  within  three  months  after  such  revoca- 
J  tion.  a^d  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
♦.  crees  vjas  made  to  depend  upon  our  fulfilment  of 
i  this  cojidition— namely,  a  renewal  of  trade  with 
j  the  pa* y  repealing;  and  unless  the  outstanding 
\  belhgejent  repealed  his  decrees,  a  non-intercourse 
t  with  hira.  I  cannot  discover  any  just  cause  for 
I  the  crijicism.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  neutral 
I  compavt.  requiring  the  fulfilment  by  each  of  the 
J  condition  it  h?d  prescribed,  as  the  consideration 
i  of  its  cibservaisce  by  the  other ;  and  it  was  exclu- 
j  sively  Jin  our  jiower  by  observing  good  faith  to 
I  render;the  cor.tract  absolute,  or  by  violating  our 
\  engagements  defeat  it.  We  kept  our  promise,  and 
t  for  th.j  honor-  of  our  nation  let  it  be  understood. 
,  in  no  Instance  of  our  history  has  it  been  imputed 
i  to  the*Gover.iment  that  its  promise  wa>  disre- 
,^   gardei^     The- subsequent  decree  of  the  French 

\  I 


Government,  dated  in  April,  1811,  is  a  proof  that 
they  considered  we  had  performed  our  engage- 
ments. And  I  understand  it,  as  its  terms  import 
It  to  be,  no  more  than  an  absolute  confirmation 
of  the  previous  conditional  repeal — a  declaration 
that  we  had  performed  the  condition. 

I  say  nothing  as  to  the  charge  whether  this 
decree  was  not  antedated  ;  it  is  certainly  fairly 
liable,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  concealment, 
to  all  the  animadversions  heaped  upon  its  suspi- 

"  its 
character  and  tendency  ;  and  I  insist  that  the 
construction  1  have  given  is  fair  and  reasonable. 
If  so.  the  assertion  that  the  repeal  was  not  until 
after  the  proclamation,  has  not  a  shadow  of  rea- 
son for  its  support.  Gentlemen,  in  the  fertility  of 
their  invention,  attempt  to  derive  an  argument 
from  the  subsequent  repeal  of  the  British  decrees, 
against  the  justice  of  the  war.  which  they  call 
an  act  of  rashness  and  precipitancy.  And  they 
allege  there  was  every  reason  for  believing  the 
British  would  repeal  their  orders  when  they  were 
notified  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees.  In 
vain  have  we  reierred  to  the  declarations  of  Mr. 
Foster  that  such  repeal  would  not  take  place  un- 
less France  not  only  rescinded  her  decrees  so  far 
as  they  violated  our  rights,  but  permitted  the 
British  manufactures  to  be  admitted  into  the  Con- 
tinent also.  We  also  showed  that  their  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs  declared  the  same  thing  ;  and 
that  all  pretext  might  be  done  away  we  quoted 
the  'declaration"  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  the  same 
import.  Affecting  to  disbelieve  the  confessions 
of  the  British  themselves  as  proof  of  their  inten- 
tions, a  new  species  of  reasoning  was  resorted  to, 
which,  as  all  new  discoveries  are  to  be  secured  by 
patent  privileges,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  ob- 
tain the  exclusive  right  of  using  and  vending. 
They  said,  you  rely  on  the  official  declarations  of 
the  British  Ministers  and  the  Prince  Regent  to 
prove  they  would  not  repeal  their  Orders  in 
Council  unless  the  French  decrees  were  uncon- 
ditionally repealed — but  they  have  neverthe- 
less been  repealed  without  such  modification  of 
the  J'rench  decrees,  and  this  proves  the  reverse  ; 
and,  reasoning  a  yx>*/(?nori,  it  stands  thus:  "we 
had  a  right  to  believe  the  event  would  happen  be- 
cause it  has  taken  place."  although  they  all  de- 
clared prior  thereto  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  Chairman,  although  the  subject  of  inva- 
sions of  the  right  of  property  has  been  first  con- 
sidered in  the  order  of  ray  arrangement,  I  have 
always  believed  and  still  think  it  of  most  subor- 
dinate importance  in  the  scale  of  national  wrongs 
endured  by  the  United  States  ;  for,  in  so  far  as  the 
rights  of  persons  are  more  invaluable  than  the 
rights  of  property,  do  violations  of  personal  rights 
merit  the  prompt  interposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  whilst  spoliations  of  properly  admit  of  dil- 
atory adjustment.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  in  the 
only  free  Government  on  earth,  where  alone  all 
power  is  derived  from,  and  frequently  exercised 
by,  the  people  ;  and  the  rights  of  persons  not  only 
constitute  the  key-stone  of  the  arch  of  our  polit- 
ical edifice,  but  the  corner  stone  on  which  the 
arch  itself  is  erected  ;  and  above  all.  let  it  not  be 


I 


1477 

Febbdaby,  1814. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1478 


The  Loan  BiiL 


H.ofR. 


believed  that  in  sue!)  a  Government  a  freeman 
can  be  despoiled  of  his  liberty,  or  a  citizen  can 
be  torn  from  his  country,  without  producing  more 
excitement  than  the  capture  of  a  bale  of  cotton 
or  a  barrel  of  flour.  Impressments  of  our  citi- 
zens are  most  certainly  a  primary  cause  of  this 
war. 

We  are  raet  at  the  threshold  of  this  inquiry 
with  the  assertion  that  impressment  was  not  urged 
as  an  argument  for  the  war,  and  this,  if  true, 
would  be  a  7ion  $equitur.  The  justice  of  our 
cause  has  never  been  made  to  depend  upon  ihe 
conclusiveness  of  our  arguments.  It  would  be  a 
strange  mockery  of  justice  for  a  judge  to  say  to 
a  party  before  him — "  Sir.  your  cause  i>  just ;  and 
'  I  would  be  compelled  to  decide  in  your  favor, 
*  if  your  advocate  had  not  discovered  an  incom- 
'  petency  to  argue  it ;  on  that  ground  alone  I  am 
'  constrained  to  decree  against  you."  I  a>k,  sir, 
if  gentlemen  are  not  mistaken  in  this  assertion? 
Has  not  the  practice  of  impressment  been  always 
urged  as  an  intolerable  injury  by  the  Adminis- 
trations of  Washington,  Adams,  and  Jefferson  too, 
as  well  as  the  present  ?  General  Washington, 
twenty  years  ago,  declared  that  it  was  an  outrage 
Dot  to  be  endured,  and  threatened  reprisals.  And 
will  it  be  said  that  the  Father  of  his  Country 
would  seriously  contend  for  trifles,  and  assume  a 
principle  as  the  headuf  this  nation  which  was  to  be 
given  up  as  untenable?  Sir.  I  think  too  highly 
of  the  character  and  virtues  of  that  great  man, 
whose  reputation  is  the  common  property  of  his 
countrymen,  without  respect  to  the  political  dis- 
tinctions set  up  by  those  who  claim  exclusive 
right  (o  It,  to  subscribe  for  a  moment  to  the  un- 
worthiness  of  the  imputation;  and  permit  me 
here  to  say,  that  the  first  general  impression  made 
on  my  youthful  mind,  was  love  and  veneration 
for  that  great  man,  which  no  excitements  of  party 
spirit  have  ever  unhinged  or  eradicated. 

And  who,  1  ask,  among  us  will  have  the  hardi- 
hood to  assert  that  he  unjustifiably  resisted  the 
practice  of  impressment?  Not  the  Washington 
Benevolent  Societies,  I  presume  ;  for  their  "Aris- 
tides"  was  the  organ  through  which  the  Presi- 
dential instruction  was  communicaled.  Sir.  I  do 
not  allude  to  the  appellation  given  to  the  venera- 
ble gentleman  in  derision  ;  I  am  willing  to  allow 
hira  all  the  virtues  claimed  by  his  admirers,  and 
attribute  his  errors  to  human  frailty.  Another 
distinguished  favorite  of  Opposition,  (I  mean  the 
Chief  Justice.)  while  Secretary  of  Stale,  wrote 
with  energy  and  ability  against  this  growing  out- 
rage. The  honorable  Mr.  King,  too,  when  Min- 
ister at  London,  reiterated  the  same  complaints; 
and  Mr.  Jefferson  made  it  a  aim  qua  non  of  ne- 
gotiation. Now,  I  ask,  with  these  facts  staring 
gentlemen  in  the  face,  can  they  pretend  that  im- 
pressment was  not  considered  an  inadmissible 
pretension  ?  Evading  an  answer  where  none  can 
be  given,  they  tell  us  that  Washington.  Adauis. 
and  Jefferson,  did  not  go  to  war  for  it.  It  is  true, 
they  did  not.  and  still  the  admission  proves  noth- 
ing. The  first  found  his  country  exhausted,  and 
by  slow  degrees  recovering  from  the  shock  of  a 
revolutiun  ;    the   Gavernraent  of  it.  which   the 


sen.se  of  common  danger  and  the  united  patriot- 
ism of  the  times  alone  rendered    capable  of  bus- 
taining  any  pressure,  suddenly  changed  for  a  uew 
system,  against  which  the  talents  of  some  of  the 
firmest  patriots  and  strongest  champions  of  liberty 
in  the  nation  had  been  arrayed.     The  predictions 
of  these  men  floated  as  beacons  to  guard  against 
the  dangers  they  had  imagined;  and  in  reducing 
order  out  of  chaos,  they  were   neither    to  be  de- 
spised nor  disregarded.     It  was  his  policy,  and  a 
wise  one,  to  give  the  nation  time  to  breathe  and 
to  grow  strong;  and  in  the  mean  time  to  enter  a 
protest  against  this  abuse,  rather  than  go  to  war 
then  to  redress  it.     Let  it  be  reraembered,  too,  sir, 
that  the  injury  then  was  small  compared  with  its 
subsequent  extent.     It  grew  with  our  growth,  and 
strengthened  with  our  strength.     Under  the  last 
Administration,  it  was  of  most  alarming  magni- 
tude ;  under   those  of  General  Washington,  and 
Mr.  Adams,    though   each    injury  was   an  act  of 
war,  it  might  be  compared  to  the  murder  of  Pierce 
and  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  admitting  ia 
the  first  instance  of  explanation  without  disgrace, 
and  ultimate  reparation.     But  if  an  hundred  ves- 
sels had  simultaneously  murdered  as  many  citi- 
zens, and  attacked  and  destroyed  all  our  vessels 
of  war,  no  one  could    have   forborne  to  identify 
the  Government  with   its  oflicers,  and  to  hold  it 
responsible  for  the  outrage.     Forbearance,  under 
such  circumstances,  would  have  been  pusillani- 
mous and  dishonorable ;  we  must  have  repelled 
the  hostile   blow   by  hostile  acts   on  our  part,  or 
surrendered  the  rank  we  have  assumed  as  an  in- 
dependent nation.     So,  too,  the  first  impressments 
of  our  citizens  being  disavowed,  and  reparation 
promised,  the  Government  wisely  preferred  to  rely 
on  the  justice  of  the  British  rather  than  on  their 
own  means  for  obtaining   redress  and  future  in- 
demnity.    Experience  fatally  proved  the  fallacy 
of  this  security  ;  the  cries  of  one  American  were 
drowned   by  those  of  his  brother,  who  clung  to 
his  country  and   to  liberty  until  the  violence  of 
the  enemy  had  torn  him  from  both,  and   riveted 
on  him  the  fetters  which  had  been  forged  for  our 
citizens.     Thousands  of  them  in  this  manner  were 
seized  and  carried  off  and  still  endure  the  slavery 
and  degradation  to  which  they  have  been  doomed, 
unless  in  cases  where  a  kind  Providence  has  been 
pleased  to  close   their  eyes  in  death.     And  yet, 
that  justice  might  be  done   to  the   long  forbear- 
ance and  pacific  policy  of  this  Government,  year 
after  year  it  sought   redress  in   vain,  and  the  an- 
swers of  the  British  were  a  practical  commentary 
on  the  insolent  answers  of  their  commanders,  that 
"his  .Majesty's  navy  must  have  sailors."     The 
nation  was  driven  to  the  wall,  where  individual 
resistance  becomes  lawful  in  the  sight  of  Heaven 
and  all  human   laws,  even   though  death  ensue ; 
there  the  constituted  authorities  took  their  stand, 
and   the   war  was  declared   for  '"free   trade  and 
sailors'  rights."     Not,  however,  contented  with  a 
discussion  of  the  avowed  causes  of  the  war,  which 
is  artfully  evaded  by  the  Opposition,  they  venture 
to  presume  others  never  contended  for  by  the 
Administration,  and  level   their  artillery  against 
those   pretended  causes.     They  say  we  claimed 
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Mhat  fie}  ships  should  make  free  goods,  and  that 

jthere  should   te  no  belligerent  right  of  search. 

?Sir,  I  djny  the  assertion  in  toto;  and  I  believe  if 

J  we  coufjl  procure,  by  the  common  consent  of  na-  |  predicate  an  argument.  The  question  of  impress- 
tions.  tht  adoption  of  a  provision  that  there  should  ment,  however,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  others, 
be  no  s«^rch  whatsoever,  our  interest  would  fin--  although  gentlemen  attempt  to  hide  it  in  a  mass 
bid  it.   h  will  acknowledge,  sir,  that  on  this  point    of  imposture,  and  in  the  jargon  of  the  law  of  des- 


by  all.  disputed  by  none.  Yet,  if  tested  by  this 
construction,  the  advocates  of  the  British  preten- 
sion  in   regard   to  us.  have   nothing  whereon    to 


;my  pru^te  opinions  have  undergone  a  change.    I 

J  do  not  iecollect  that  I  ever  avowed  them.     I  had 

■  believegi  that  if  the  tiag  covered  the  vessel  and 

cargo  aiainst  all  search,  it  would  contribute  much 

to  the  fkeedora  of  the  seas,  if,  as  a  necessary  con 


potism.  The  single  point  is.  will  you  protect  your 
natural-bom  citizens  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
personal  liberty  at  sea,  as  well  as  on  the  land  ? 
Let  the  career  of  our  sailors  be  the  answer,  those 
gallant  spirits  who  have  borne  our  thunders  on 


\. 


Edition  cj  this  privilege,  no  vessel  were  allowed  to  I  the  mountain  wave,  and  taught  the  enemy  that 
l^abuse  t!je  flag ;  to  carry  any  other  than  its  own  ;.  he  is  nut  invincible ;  who  carry  from  the  mast- 
-or  to  violate  the  law  of  nations — in  relation  to    head  the  motto  of  "Don't  give  up  the  ship.'"  as 

contraband  of  war,  and  carrying  enemies  in  the  ]  an  earnest,  that,  so  far  as  the  badge  of  sovereignty 
rmilitari^  service  of  an  enemy.  Without  these  is  confided  to  their  keeping,  the  national  honor 
.securities  the  privilege  would  not  be  desirable  ;  has  nothing  to  apprehend,  if  the  Government  re- 
;and  whpn  I  look  to  the  experience  of  other  nations  spond  to  the  sentiment — as  I  would  have  the  Le- 
:as  Welles  our  pwn,  I  look  for  them  in  vain.  Un-  |  gislature  speak  to  the  Executive  in  relation  to  the 
^foriunaiely  for  the  honest  merchant,  and  we  have  j  execution  of  his  functions,  DonHgiceupthe  erne. 

many,  jbere  are  others  of  a  different  stamp,  whom  ;  I  ask,  Mr,  Chairman,  will  you  tear  such  a  man 


{ 
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no  lawj  will  restrain,  by  whom  no  principles  will 

be  resptcted — pven  now  they  are  in  secret  corre- 

spondeice  with  our  enemy,  and   subserving  his 

^  6cheme5  of  mu-rder  and  conflagration,  by  furnisb- 

Mng  ih^  instruments  of  death,  and   the  means  of 

•  subsistence.  "jTo  illustrate  my  views.  I  will  sup- 
i  pose  a  ia^e.  tVe  are  at  war  with  a  foreign  na- 
\  tion  wi^o  effects  a  landing  in  Louisiana  ;  our  navy 
i  nevertl^eless  gives  us  the  command  of  the  Amer- 
1  ican  seMs — and  I  am  indulging  in  no  improbable 
;  hypothesis,  for  we  are  destined  to  become  f  great 
\  naval  ifower—^the  invader  cannot  subsist  hisarmy 
j  wiihoi  t  fresh:  troops,  other  implements  of  war. 
'  provi5.uns,  «tci.,  and  these   he   knows  will   fall  a 

prey  u  our  natval  superiority;  a  corrupt  neutral, 
stimulated  by  gain,  ministers  to  his  necessities, 
carrie.v  men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  to  relieve 
bim.  Our  gallant  tars  believe  this  fraudulent 
I  trade  is  pracl^^ed  ;  but  they  dare  not  search  the 
1  yesse^'employed  in  it.  because  of  their  abused 
I  immuifities.  Should  we  restrain  them,  and  stay 
I  their  h.ind  from  tearing  the  flag  from  the  mast  of 
I  the  en*my  in  disguise,  and  making  him  pay  the 

•  forfeit? 

■  It  isr.said,  too,  that  we  are  fighting  for  the  estab- 
I  li$hm»-iit  of  a  new  law  of  blockades,  that  "there 
:  should  be  an  investment  by  land  and  water;"  this 
\  IS  equally  incorrect.  We  stand  in  regard  to  them 
j  upon  I'le  Briiish  doctrine;  we  demanded  the  ob- 
.  servance  of  tlieir  own  rules;  which  they  disre- 
:■    gardec-  by  substituting  proclamations  and  orders 

for  men  and  ships ;  it  was  their  paper  blockade.*. 

agair.st  which  this  Government  contended.    We 


i 


\ 


from  his  ship;  from  his  family;  from  the  wife 
of  his  bosom,  and  the  children  of  their  love; 
from  his  aged  parent  who  assisted  to  rear  the  fab- 
ric of  liberty,  and  rejoices  now  in  the  evening  of 
his  days  that  his  eyes  will  be  closed  by  a  brave 
son  worthy  of  his  father?  No,  sir;  rather  tell 
Liberty  to  tear  the  Constitution  to  pieces  ;  to  de- 
part from  this  Hall,  and  scatter  it  to  the  winds  ; 
to  pull  down  the  dome  of  this  magnificent  tem- 
ple ;  to  raze  the  monuments  of  freedom  to  their 
foundation  ;  to  leave  us  forever,  for  we  have  in- 
sulted her,  and  all  our  pledges  and  pretensions 
were  a  disgraceful  mockery  of  her  principles. 

It  is  said  we  have  gone  to  war  to  protect  Brit- 
ish subjects  ;  that  we  naturalize  and  employ  their 
sailors.  In  the  very  nature  of  things,  few  if  any 
can  be  naturalized  ;  and  it  is  a  pretence  merely. 
The  seaman  who  conforms  to  our  naturalization 
laws,  which  require  five  years  residence  in  a  Slate 
or  district,  and  testimonials  of  good  character, 
rarely,  if  ever,  returns  to  the  sea,  so  long  aban- 
doned by  him  ;  and.  in  fact,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  an  honorable  gentleman  in  the  minor- 
ity who  is  conversani  with  such  subjects.  (Mr. 
Jacksun.  of  Rhode  Island.)  but  few  naturalized 
seamen  are  to  be  found.  Sir,  we  don't  want  nat- 
uralized seamen,  as  our  law  which  forbids  their 
employment  evinces.  I  have  said,  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  the^emark  has  been  recently  quoted 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  the  men  who  come" 
hither  from  Europe  \n  search  of  an  asylum,  se- 
curing to  them  civil  and  religious  liberty,  go  to 
the  interior,  they  follow  the  plough  or  some  me- 


are  accused  Of  insisting  on  a  violation  of  the  pub-  j  chanic  art,  they  are  valuable  men  and  good  citi 


;  he  law  of  Eurjnpe,  in  jiroiecting  naturalized  men. 
And  wlnlst  \hfi  genius  of  free  Governments,  and 

I  of  our  Constuuiion.  as  well  as  the  uniform  prac- 

'  *'*^^  °.'  ^."  '^'*i  naiions  of  Europe,  and  of  Great 

'  Britaio  in   pafiicular,  are  overlooked,  gentlemen 

;  gravely  advocate  her  abstract  rights  and  raunici- 

.  pal  regulations.     If  a  plain  man  were  asked  what 

»  IS  the   public,  law  of  Europe?  I  apprehend   he 

:  would  answer  the  univer-al  practice  of  all  the 

J  biaies  ot  Eu>ope,  exercised  by  each,  assented  to 


zens  ;  but  there  are  others  who  infest  the  seaport 
townsand  wear  our  privileges  to  hide  their  foreign 
connexions,  who  are  a  pest  to  society  and  a  curse 
to  the  country  ;  and  I  would  rejoice  to  see  a  pro- 
vision in  our  laws  preventing  them  from  engaging 
in  commerceor  navigation.  I  would  say  to  them, 
in  explicit  terms.  Whilst  you  live  among  us  and 
obey  our  laws,  we  will  protect  you  ;  but  the  mo- 
ment you  go  to  sea  beyond  our  territorial  limits, 
you  cease  to  be  a  citizen  ;  you  have  no  right  there. 
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and  our  duty  to  protect  you  then  ceases.  But  the 
rights  and  duties  change  in  relation  to  persons  in 
our  territory,  on  the  soil  of  our  country.  We 
have,  by  the  Constitution,  a  power  to  naturalize 
foreigners,  and  I  did  not  expect  it  would  be  con- 
tended that  man  has  not  a  natural  right  to  dwell 
where  he  pleases,  to  choose  his  form  of  Govern- 
ment and  political  society.  This  power  of  natu- 
ralization has  received  the  sanction  of  all  parties; 
it  was  first  exercised  by  the  Washington  Admin- 
istration ;  and  even  the  old  Congress  of  the  Rev- 
olution, in  their  addresses,  particularly  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland,  in  the  most  eloquent  lan- 
guage, invited  them  to  come  and  live  with  us  as 
members  of  our  political  family.  Although  no 
direct  invitation  is  now  given  by  this  Govern- 
ment, yet  when  a  foreigner  comes  under  the  faith 
of  our  Constitution  and  laws,  conforms  to  their 
provisions,  and  becomes  a  citizen,  a  contract  is 
entered  into  of  the  most  solemn  character  and 
binding  validity  on  his  part,  that  he  will  serve 
the  country  faithfully  as  a  citizen,  and,  on  the 
part  of  the  country,  that  it  will  protect  him  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  rights;  he  owes  obedience  to 
our  laws,  is  bound  to  give  bis  money  in  taxes, 
and  his  personal  services  in  battle,  and  if  taken 
prisoner  it  would  be  disgraceful  to  us  as  a  nation 
to  permit  the  enemy  with  impunity  to  hang  him 
up  as  a  traitor.  As  a  militiaman,  suppose  he  is 
called  to  Hampton,  that  memorable  scene  of  Brit- 
ish honor  and  humanity,  and  while  contending 
in  your  ranks  to  repel  the  ruthless  invader  he  is 
captured,  would  you  consent  to  his  immolation? 
I  have  said  that  man  has  a  natural  right  to  choose 
his  country  and  his  political  society,  and  even  this 
proposition,  so  reasonable  and  just,  is  controvert- 
ed, aud  a  new  principle  of  social  duty  is  assumed 
here.  "  The  sovereign  (it  is  said)  is  absolute  over 
'  the  subject ;  he  becomes  a  tenant  of  the  soil  on 
'  which  be  is  ushered  into  life,  and  cannot  be 
'  transplanted  ;  he  owes  a  perpetual  allegiance  to 
'  it,  and  is  punishable  for  acts  inconsistent  with 
'  that  allegiance."  This  definition  of  the  sover- 
eign power  suits  only  tlje  regions  of  despotism, 
where  man  is  a  slave;  the  whole  of  it  reduces 
him  to  the  condition  of  a  Russian  serf,  who  is 
sold  with  the  estate  of  the  lord  to  whom  both  be- 
long. 

Much  as  I  detest  the  Godwinian  principle,  that 
the  son  owes  no  duty  to  his  parents,  (if,  as  the 
gentleman  contends,  such  be  his  doctrine.)  that 
which  assumes  that  the  duty  of  man  to  the  land 
of  his  birth  is  as  strong,  is  equally  abhorrent. 
What !  man  belong  to  the  soil  ?  Man,  whom 
God  created  lo  his  own  image  and  likeness,  and 
to  whom  he  gave  dominion  over  the  earth  and 
sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is  !  Shall  he  be  bound 
in  gratitude  to  the  land  where  he  is  accidentally 
born — from  which  his  parents  and  all  his  race 
are  either  driven,  or  were  destroyed  there  in  his 
infancy  by  the  tyrant  hand  of  oppression,  and 
from  whose  persecutions  he  flies  to  a  clime  where 
civil  and  religious  liberty  are  consecrated  by  the 
laws,  and  enjoyed  alike  by  the  great  man  in  his 
palace  and  the  peasant  in  tus  collage?  We  are 
asked,  with  seeming  triumph,  if  France  invades 


us,  will  we  admit  a  citizen  to  go  off,  join  the  stand- 
ard, and  add  to  the  force  of  the  enemy  ?  I  an- 
swer, no.  In  lime  of  war  between  two  nations 
the  migrations  of  the  citizens  of  one  to  the  other  ' 
nation  is  unlawful ;  in  time  of  peace  it  is  far  dif- 
ferent. In  war.  the  motive  is  clearly  hostile  and 
treasonable  to  his  country  ;  but  in  peace,  the  just 
presumption  of  reason  and  humanity  being  in 
favor  of  its  continuance,  no  such  idea  is  inferrible 
from  the  act.  which  is  not  only  not  unlawful,  but 
permitted.  The  case  put  is  in  no  wise  analo- 
gous. Pursuing  the  argument,  which,  in  effect, 
justifies  or  palliates  the  British  practice,  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Sheffey)  tells  us  impressment  is 
only  the  abuse  of  the  usage  (I  really  apprehended 
he  would  say  the  right)  of  Great  Britain,  long 
established.  Sir,  I  dfeny  that  the  practice  is  of 
ancient  date,  and  I  deny,  too,  that  it  has  been 
exercised  against  any  nation,  even  ihe  most  un- 
important, except  the  United  States.  Prior  to 
the  Revolution,  this  country  being  colonies  of 
Great  Britain,  and  our  merchant  vessels  subject 
to  the  regulations  of  the  parent  State,  any  prac- 
tice then  need  not  be  mentioned,  because  not  ap- 
plicable. During  the  Revolutionary  war,  im- 
pressments, in  the  nature  of  things,  could  not  be 
practised,  as  nothing  but  superior  force  placed  our 
seamen  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  thea 
they  were  held  as  prisoners  of  war  only.  Since 
the  treaty  of  peace,  this  ancient  usage,  as  it  is 
called,  was  first  commenced  against  the  free  citi- 
zens of  this  country.  It  was  promptly  met  and 
resisted  by  manly  remonstrance,  indicating  that, 
unless  redressed,  resistance  of  a  different  charac- 
ter would  be  resorted  lo. 

Impressment,  it  is  said,  could  have  been  ar- 
ranged, in  the  opinion  of  high  authority;  and 
Mr.  King  has  often  been  alluded  to  as  being  of 
that  opinion.  It  is  true  that  the  English  Minis- 
ter agreed  with  liim  to  desist  from  impressment 
altogether,  except  in  the  narrow  seas  ;  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  exception  insisted  on  was  to 
prevent  any  arrangement,  as  was  in  effect  avowed 
since.  Mr.  King  refused  to  make  the  exception, 
and  he  declared  that  he  would  rather  lose  all  than 
a^ree  to  it.  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  are  also 
alluded  to,  as  proving  that  the  accommodation 
could  have  been  effected.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  the 
head  and  soul  of  his  Ministry,  and  whilst  the 
remnant  that  remained  were  descending  from 
power,  a  treaty  was  formed  with  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Piokney,  m  which  they  would  not  consent  to 
insert  any  provision  in  relation  to  impressment, 
but  agreed  lo  an  informal  note,  which  it  was  sup- 
posed contained  something  valuable.  Mr.  Can- 
ning, soon  alter,  was  at  the  head  of  ihe  Foreiga 
Department,  and  on  receiving  a  communicatioa 
notifying  him  of  the  promi-^e  contained  in  this 
note,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  ex-Minisiers, 
Lords  Holland  and  Auckland,  who  had  writlea 
it,  to  know  if  they  had  promised  any  suspension 
or  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment. They  referred  him,  at  first,  to  the  note 
itself,  and,  on  his  pressing  ihem  further,  they  de- 
clared that  ibey '' only   intended  to  promise  the 
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?  utmost  caution  in  the  exercise  of  the  right,  but  '  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  England;  and, 
t  Jio  suspension  or  discontinuance  of  the  practice  instead  of  protecting  our  citizens  by  the  national 
r  of  impressment."  (I  quote  the  correspondence  arm.  we  should  have  feed  the  lawyers  who  prac- 
<.  from  memory,  but  I  know  that  I  quote  it  substan-  |  tice  in  their  Inns  of  Court  to  recover  indemnity 


i 


iitially.)     Mr.' Canning  then  wrote  to  our  Minis-  '  in  damages,  to  be  assessed  by  a  British  jury  in  a 
ters  that  no  engagements  were  entered  into  by  '  British  court.     Sir,  there  are  some  propositions 
Great  Britain  except  such  as  appeared  on  the  face  :  too  outrageous  to  admit  of  discussion,  and.  per- 
"         -  ...    ^jj  ^^  j^  ^^y^  J  ^^^j^  these  among  that  number. 

We  are  told  that  the  rejection  of  the   treaty  of 
1806  produced  the  war,  and  that  it  should   have 


'of  the  treaty.  Sir!  Great  Britain  never  claimed 
f.  jhe  right  to  impress  our  natural  born  seamen. 
^They  always  professed   to  exercise  the  utmost 

^      •__••_  I. l:      A_ I    -i:_ 


I  regret  that  a  want  of  time 


I 


«  caution. land  this  was  no  more.     An  avowed  dis- 

^  regard  (if  it  would  have  been  war  at  once.     Yet 

?  yrhAt  ha*!  we  to  expect  for  the  future  by  recurring 

j,(o  the  p^st  ?     Tbousands  of  our  seamen  had  been 

^  impressdJ  ;  the  cries  of  "  I  am  an  American  citi- 

v-/en,"  w-'re  disregarded,  and.  as  if  to  manifest  a 

*^ontemf  t  of  all  appearances,  Danes,  Swedes,  Ger- 

;^,  Afjans,  and  negroes,  were  taken  from  our  vessels 

'l^^nder  thic  plea  that  they  were  British  subjects. 

ff  '  The  gVntleman  from  Virginia  is  for  drawing  a 

«  itrange  !tne  of  distinction.     He  will  risk  nothing  ;  to  individual  transactions  as  well  as 

;  for  persons  coming  here  for  the  last  fifteen  years,    controversies,  that  a  claim  advanced 


rill 


been  ratified,  i  regret  tnat  a  want  ot  time  pre- 
vents me  from  a  re-examination  of  this  question, 
because  it  is  much  pressed  by  Opposition,  and  may 
be  fully  refuted  ;  perhaps  a  simple  denial  would 
suffice  for  a  mere  assertion,  for  it  is  not  attempted 
to  be  shown  that  the  assertion  is  justified.  I  deny 
that  the  treaty  afl^orded  any  security  against  the 
abuses  we  have  recited  ;  it  contained  no  indem- 
nity for  the  vast  spoliations  of  property  ;  and  it  is 
a  principle  of  common  law  and  reason,  applicable 

to  national 

in   a  settle- 

r  He  will  T)ermit  them  to  emigrate,  but  will  not    ment  and  resisted,  for  which  no  provision  is  made, 

fiaturaliz^;  them.  What !  make  the  alien  a  nul-  h  considered  to  be  barred  by  such  settlement.  So 
ity  ;  likf  a  mor.k,  professed  in  good  old  common  !  far  from  healing  up  existing  differences,  and  pre- 
^[tiW,civilitermortuu8?  It  would  be  a  dangerous  |  venting  future  ones,  the  seeds  of  controversy  were 
.' situation  to  society  to  have  persons  in  it  owing  a  sown  deep  by  the  British,  and  the  outrageous 
.  jemporary  allegiance  here,  and  a  paramount  per-  pretension  was  set  up  to  chastise  us  for  French 
"  joanent  allegiance  elsewhere.  If  they  have  no  aggressions,  unless  we  resisted  them  in  the  man- 
fights  they  can  be  subject  to  no  duties;  neither  ,  ner  they  required.  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  offi- 
fntitled  to  hold  property,  nor  prosecute  suits,  nor  I  cial  note  delivered  by  the  British  Commissioners 
^  jiable  tO'pay  taxes.  Their  situation  must  be  that  |  at  signing  the  treaty,  in  which  they  state  that  it 
jk  f(  an  oijtiaw.  who  may  be  hunted  and  killed  as  a  |  is  not  to  be  considered  as  binding  on  their  part, 
I  ^ild  betist.  To  my  mind,  the  apology  offered  for  !  unless  the  United  States,  by  their  conduct  and 
^  firitish  impressment,  that  it  is  a  ''municipal  reg- 1  assurances,  give  security  to  resist  France;  and 
I  Illation,*  is  the  most  exceptionable.  What !  shall  |  when  the  Minister  was  told  that  we  had,  by  our 
I  jhe  murticipal  regulations  of  Great  Britain  be  ex-  ]  conduct,  given  those  assurances,  he  declared  he 
*  frcised  f)n  board  our  vessels?  If  so,  with  equal  i  was  not  satisfied  therewith.  Thus,  sir,  we  were 
;^,  justice  may  they  be  exercised  on  the  land  also.  |  to  bind  ourselves  by  a  treaty,  which  was  or  was 
jr  find  thu:,,  we  shall  see  British  officers  traversing  not  to  be  obligatory  on  the  enemy,  according  to 
^  pur  country,  seeking  out  and  seizing  tneir  victims,  i  his  capricious  opinions  of  the  degree  and  charac- 
Y  i»nd  carrving  them  off  in  defiance  of  our  national  ter  of  resistance  we  were  to  make  to  the  encroach- 
....  -_j  ._  1         j^  ments  of  the  French.     And  no  one  can   be  so 

credulous  as  to  believe  that  any  measure  short  of 
war  would  have  been  satisfactory.  The  acts  of 
the  British  were  obviously  founded  in  the  belief 
that  we  had  no  intention  to  maintain  and  enforce 
a  respect  for  our  rights.  Gentlemen  even  now 
admit  that  they  considered  the  intimation  of  the 
necessity  of  war  as  an  idle  threat.  No  doubt  they 
did,  sir;  their  friends  here  had  asserted  the  same 
belief,  and  on   this  error   their   impositions  were 


►overei^ftty  and  independence 
',  i  We  arv  reminded  of  the  pretences  under  which 
j  I  >ther  nations  justify  their  wars,  and  are  told  that 
j  V  jreat  iTritain  joes  to  war  for  fooltries,  such  as 
i  *•  he  SpaTiish  succession,  dec;  and  gentlemen  ad- 
j  i  -ise  us  (•!)  pursue  a  more  laudable  course.  It  is 
I  ifvorthy  of  remark  that  this  Government  was 
*  i;ensureil  for  refusing  to  become  implicated  in 
^  ihis  Spenish  war,  which  is  now  denounced  from 
i  »  jhe  sam<  quarter  as  z  foolery.     And  can   it  be 


I 


i  ihat  the:rights  of  these  States  are  compared  to  predicated.  If  after  all  that  had  been  said  and 
^  ihe  fooltries  of  madmen,  and  debauched,  cor- '  done  by  our  Government,  and  the  contempt  with 
jjrupted  r^onarch^?  Our  Government  was  formed  ,  which  it  wa.s  treated,  we  had  succumbed,  we 
1^  Jor  the  cpramon  defence  and  general  welfare  ;  its  j  should,  after  having  become  the  scorn  and  deri- 
M.  Jprimaryjduty  '\f,  to  preserve  the  immunities  of '  ' 
>  ^rsont  ind  the  rights  of  property  inviolate;  and 
i  .whatevet  may  be  said  by  the  malcontents  of  the 
*  5)resent  day  of  the  manly  efforts  to  maintain  these, 
f /posterity  will  nt)t  fail  to  do  us  justice. 


i*  It  will  do  justice,  also,  to  the  opinion  advanced 
^  ;bv  the  Opposition,  that  we  should  have  gone  on, 
j  'clamori^jg  more  and  more  about  the  Orders  in 
MCounciV^and  prosecuted  the  culprits  who  kidnap- 
^  jped  our  bailors,  by  actions  of  false  imprisonment 

li 


sion  of  the  world,  by  refusing  to  fight  for  our 
rights  and  honor,  have  been  compelled  at  last  to 
fight  for  our  existence  as  a  nation.  Among  na- 
tibns,  as  between  individuals,  no  point  should  be 
urged  unless  sanctioned  by  right  and  justice  ;  but, 
once  urged,  it  should  be  maintained  manfully  and 
bravely.  The  advice  of  the  good  old  Polonius 
to  his  son  should  be  followed— '•  Beware  of  en- 
trance on  a  quarrel ;  bat,  being  in.  be  firm,  and 
then  thy  enemy  will  beware  of  thee." 
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We  are  accused  of  abandoning  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  1809,  by  going  to  war.  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know  in  what  that  happiness  and  pros- 
perity consisted.  Was  it  in  the  depredations  on 
our  commerce  and  the  capture  of  our  seamen  ? 
If  so.  we  were  eminently  happy,  as  every  day-s 
experience  testified  ;  and  that  species  of  happiness 
continued  down  to  the  declaration  of  war.  Yet 
gentlemen  say  that  Great  Britain  considers  our 
war  as  an  oO'ensive  war,  and  they  concur  in  the 
opinion. 

No  doubt  Great  Britain  thinks  so;  she  argued 
herself  into  the  same  belief  when  she  attacked 
the  Spanish  frigates,  but  the  world  did  justice  to 
her  motives;  their  high  offence  was,  that  they 
carried  millions  of  dollars,  and  Great  Britain 
wanted  the  money.  So.  loo,  in  her  attack  upon 
the  peaceful  Dane,  when  his  capital  was  destroy- 
ed and  his  fleet  was  captured;  when  fire  and  the 
sword  laid  waste  Copenhagen,  and  deluged  its 
streets  in  the  blood  of  its  innocent  women  and 
children.  The  plea  in  both  cases  was  the  same — 
"  Bonaparte,  ray  enemy,  will  get  your  money  and 
fleet,  and  thereby  increase  his  means  of  annoying 
me,  and  I  will  defend  myself  against  this  appre- 
hension." Such,  in  effect,  was  her  language  to 
us,  in  her  just  and  defensive  retaliation.  Let  us 
simplify  this  ground  by  applying  it  to  individual 
intercourse.  A  man  travelling  on  the  high  road 
is  accosted  by  a  robber,  who  demands  his  money, 
and  accompanies  the  demand  by  a  vindication  of 
his  conduct  to  tins  effect :  "  I  rob  you  not  with  a 
desire  to  enrich  myself,  but  I  have  an  unprinci- 
pled enemy  living  on  the  road,  who  has  need  of 
your  cash,  and  unless  I  get  it  he  will,  and  it  will 
add  to  his  means  of  destroying  me;  besides,  he 
will,  after  robbing,  murder  you,  and  to  guard  you 
against  the  perils  that  await  you,  1  will  rob  you 
myself,  and  make  you  ray  prisoner,  out  of  pure 
good  will,  and  m  my  own  defence."'  Such  is  the 
practice,  such  alone  can  be  the  justification,  of 
Great  Britain,  and  I  do  not  wonder  that  she  con- 
siders ours  as  an  offensive  war. 

We  are  reminded  of  the  pretences  by  which  the 
pariitioners  of  Poland  affected  to  justify  them- 
selves— not  that  Poland  had  done  them  injury, 
but  that  the  Polish  principles  were  dangerous  to 
the  safety  of  crowned  heads,  who  were  alarmed 
at  the  example  of  a  people  capable  of  self-govern- 
menu  The  gentleman  might  have  referred,  also, 
to  the  famous  confederacies  of  Pavia  and  Pilnitz, 
which  were  formed  on  the  same  plea  against 
France,  and  in  which  the  British  Government 
performed  a  conspicuous  part.  Sir,  these  exam- 
ples afford  other  evidences  of  the  facility  with 
which  the  British  cheat  themselves  into  the  be- 
lief— kind,  honest  souls! — that  all  their  wars  are  de- 
fensive. Yet.  strange  to  tell,  they  are  illustrations 
of  the  opinion  entertained  here  by  the  Opposition, 
of  the  soundness  and  justice  of  the  American 
claims.  1  ask,  emphatically,  is  it  possible  that 
any  man  can  believe  that  our  war  is  of  a  similar 
character,  and  waged  on  such  flagitious  preten- 
sions ?  Gentlemen  say  yes;  you  have  a  lawless 
hostility  against  Great  Britain,  and  your  measures 
proceed  from  that  source.     I  refer  to  two  memo- 


rable examples  of  the  pacific  temper  of  this  na- 
tion, where  the  conduct  of  the  British  was  uni- 
versally condemned,  viz:  the  murder  of  Pierce, 
and  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake.  When  the 
murdered  Pierce  arrived  at  New  York,  all  parties 
vied  who  should  manifest  the  strongest  resent- 
ment. The  Federalists,  with  Mr.  King  at  their 
head,  paraded  the  streets  with  the  dead  body,  and 
one  cry  of  vengeance  animated  the  nation.  So, 
too,  when  the  Chesapeake  was  taken,  all  parties 
cried  aloud  for  war;  and,  hai  the  Congress  been 
convened, and  a  declaration  of  war  recommended, 
I  do  verily  believe  it  would  have  passed  almost 
unanimously.  But  the  Executive  then,  as  had 
been  done  by  Congress  on  a  former  occasion, 
clinging  to  peace  as  the  sheet-anchor  of  safety, 
resolved  not  to  identify  the  Government  with  the 
act  of  its  officer,  but  to  admit  of  pacific  explana- 
tion and  atonement.  Gentlemen  mi&take  the  fact ; 
it  is  Britain  that  is  hostile,  and  not  this  nation. 
Look  at  her  conduct  towards  the  Indians  before 
the  war  was  declared,  and  even  whilst  her  Min- 
ister was  denying  the  justice  of  opinions  drawn 
from  that  conduct ;  these  people,  to  whom  we  sent 
the  missionaries  of  the  Gospel  and  the  implements 
of  huibandry.  were  enticed  to  take  up  arms  against 
us,  by  the  holy  "  bulwark  of  religion  ;"  they  were 
made  hostile  by  promises  and  by  presents;  by 
spirits  to  inflame  their  passions,  and  by  arms  to 
destroy  us  ;  and  these  facts,  coming  to  the  Execu- 
tive from  every  quarter,  were  verified  by  corres- 
ponding circumstances.  A  vast  body  of  armed 
savages  were  assembled  at  Tippecanoe,  threaten- 
ing the  frontier,  which  more  than  once  had  been 
recently  smoking  in  blood  and  conflagration. 
There,  with  the  language  of  peace  in  their  mouths, 
like  their  employers,  they  attacked  our  force,  and, 
being  defeated,  they  left  behind  them  British 
arms,  British  scalping  knives  and  tomahawks, 
and  British  ornaments.  Their  open,  avowed,  and 
immediate  employment  of  them  as  soon  as  war 
was  declared,  IS  conclusive  proof  on  that  head; 
for  how,  I  ask.  could  they  otherwise  have  concen- 
trated such  a  large  Indian  force  in  so  short  a 
time  ?  Sir.  I  am  humbled  to  find  it  necessary,  in 
this  House,  to  discuss  the  justice  of  the  war,  and 
to  answer  objections  taken  by  my  countrymen 
against  the  cause  of  our  common  country.  I  do 
greatly  mistake  if  I  have  not  shown  that  the  war 
was  just,  necessary,  and  unavoidable  at  its  com- 
mencement ;  which  brings  me  to  the  second  point, 
viz:  The  justice  of  its  continuance. 

We  are  told  that  the  war  should  be  discontin- 
ued, as  the  Orders  in  Council  have  been  repealed. 
Their  repeal  was  conditional  merely,  and  the 
terms  certainly  not  the  most  satisfactory.  We 
were  informed  that,  unless  British  vessels  and 
British  goods  were  freely  admitted  into  our  ports, 
the  repeal  would  not  be  respected,  and  the  right 
of  passing  the  orders  was  expressly  asserted.  But, 
waiving  these  objections,  I  insist  that  impress- 
ments either  are  or  are  not  justifiable.  H  not,  as 
I  have  attempted  to  show,  they  should  be  pro- 
vided against;  and  the  Government  has  done  all 
it  could  to  terminate  the  war.  by  proposals  to  en- 
tertain   for    discussion    this   important  question 
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TtrfBrilish  were  nai  required  to  abandon  it  wilh- 
<>ii  fe  reasonable  indemnity  ;  they  were  not  even 
retfrf  red  to  ^o  more  than  suspend  the  practice 
difciig  a  susAfnsion  of  hostilities,  or  to  continue 
fh*  vvar.  andMo  negotiate  on  that  point  in  the 
sn*a4i  time.  iYet.  strange  to  tell,  the  Briti>h  per- 
eniyiorily  re/^cted  ajl  these  offers,  although  they 
lvX!i|knew  tl»at  in  time  of  war  they  cannot  im- 
pr>};  that  if  hostilities  be  suspended,  ihcy  can- 
ncf  |(ii press  (ju ring  >uch  suspension,  as  it  would 
beSif  act  of  ♦war.  Yet  they  refused  to  forbear 
tji^  Jpractice  Jand  try  the  effect  of  negotiation. 
IV^i^t!  shall  *we  be  bound  whilst  treating  of  peace 
wijrt^ihe  enei^jy.and  he  be  at  liberty  to  make  war 
onj^i  ?  Thejdea  is  too  preposterous  and  extrav- 
HgJ^.  The  'plea  o(  Great  Britain  was,  that  we 
}ja.  ired  her  seame^i.  we  encouraged  desertion; 
Tere  not  prever^ted.  by  the  circumstance  of 
at  war  with  her.  from  removing  this  pre- 
and  llie  seanjen's  bill  was  passed.  Yet. 
re  to  IkU,  its  passage  was  opposed  by  the 
ity.  . 

e  EmpeVor  of  Russia,  the  friend  and  ally  of 
and,  offt  red  his  meditation  to  effect  a  recon- 
lon.     It  was  promptly  accepted,  in  the  liberal 
in  wluth  it  had  been  conceived  ;  and  our 
;->lers  were  sent  on  a  peace  mission.     A  strong- 
^*oof  of  t\1e  just  views  and  sincerity  of  a  na- 
ticflihan  was  then  ijiven  by  the  Executive,  never 
Wtf, .afforded.     The  ally  of  our  enemy  was  con- 
in  by  OS — an  a|Iy  at  war  with  the  nation  to 
wl^-jn  il  IS  filselv  prptended  we  are  devoted  :  and 
a  (»l|iinguisl.vd   Federalist  was  appointed  as  one 
of  &1P  negotiiitors.     ^The  conduct  of  Opposition  in 
mediation  deserves   particular  no- 
ley  accused  the  President  of  avoid- 
i|ie  med$:itioD  as  long  as  he  could,  because  of 
^versio^*  toji  p<;ace.  and  until   he  found   the 
^   semi  uent   ri4nning  strong   against   him. 

J  the  m«'!iation  was  accepted,  and  our  Min- 
had  sai-ed,  there  were  strong  indications  of 
ilsjrijection  by  Great  Britain,  and  it  was  finally 
i?jic?ed.  Then  it  pleased  Opposition  to  denounce 
th»^  tCiecutue  for  accepting  the  mediation,  and 
iisy^eat  leaJer  declared  that  the  mediation  was 
trnjjred  by  ihe  Russian  Minister  without  the 
aut:^|rity  of  |iis  Emperor,  and  this  tender  was 
pr(Tj|iced  by  the  intrigue  of  our  Government. 
Th»i.*ourse  tije  Opposition  took  on  that  occasion 
waJjVot  without  example.  They  had  practised 
it  'J  j'le  famous  Erskjne  arrangement.  Then  the 
Ou-ijsiiion  afrirmed  ihat  they  knew  Great  Britain 
b»«|>een  always  disposed  to  friendly  intercourse. 
'I  i'^y  could. meet  a  corresponding  temper;  and 
thifcHiailed  ijie  accommodation  as  evidence  of 
i'S^Hnmencemenl.  They  carried  that  feeling  into 
lbi|, House;  tjere  a  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed 
to  {feitendereijto  the  President ;  he  was  called  the 
i^ifi^of  the  people,  the  friend  of  his  country,  <tc. 
Bi*firskme';  arrangement  was  rejected  by  his 
<5<i^^rnraeDt  >  and  tl»en,  in  the  true  spirit  of  liber- 
4li)*and  cor.sistency,  the  same  gentlemen  con- 
ae^i|ied  the  Presidetit  for  imposing  on  the  young, 
cri'ijlous  Minister ;  and  a  member  of  this  House, 
W^/iadvoled  <he  vote  of  approbation  in  the  first 
tQWr.ace.  caaje  forward  and  censured  the  Presi- ' 
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of  ^  negotiators, 
rseifald  to  tfiii  me 
t{cj^l   At  fir>it  they 


dent  for  confiding  in  the  honor  of  the  Minister, 
and  Slated  that  he  should  have  first  seen  his  pat- 
ent powers  under  the  sign  manual  of  the  King. 
Suppose  the  President  had  done  so,  and  the  Min- 
ister, feeling  the  indignity,  had  demanded  his  pass- 
ports, and  left  the  country — we  should  then  have 
heard  a  general  cry  of  condemnation.  Whilst 
the  Opposition  were  of  opinion  that  the  Rus.vian 
mediation  was  sanctioned  by  Great  Britain,  the 
acceptance  of  it  by  us  was  wise,  pacific,  and  just ; 
it  met  their  cordial  approbation  ;  but  when  Great 
Britain  rejected  it.  they  ton  condemned  it,  as  an 
imposition,  which  the  Executive  bad  practised, 
knowing  it  must  necessarily  fail.  I  request  gen- 
tlemen to  mark  the  language  of  Alexander,  in  the 
tender  of  his  good  oflRce.s — he  is  satisfied  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  have  done  all  they  could  do  to  avoid 
war.  Let  them  mark,  too,  his  relation  to  England, 
engaged  in  alliance  with  her,  receiving  her  assis- 
tance in  a  struggle  he  was  making  for  his  throne, 
his  empire,  and  independence.  At  this  interesting 
crisis,  Alexander  bears  testimony  before  all  the 
world  of  his  confidence  in  the  just  views  of  Amer- 
ica ;  let  Opposition  learn  a  lesson  of  forbearance  and 
liberality  from  his  magnanimity  ;— he,  if  present 
feeling  and  interest  would  sway  him,  would  have 
been  ready  to  espouse  the  cause  of  England 
against  us.  Yet  he,  rising  above  such  narrow 
selfishness,  manifests  his  confidence  in  decided 
terms — whilst  Opposition,  having  a  common  in- 
terest with  a  majority  in  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
takes  the  unjust  side  of  England.  Great  Britain 
foresaw  that  a  refusal  of  the  Russian  mediation 
would  expose  her  to  just  censure,  unless  covered  by 
some  plausible  pretext,  and  has  attempted  to  shield 
herself  by  the  expression  of  her  unwillingness  to 
unite  our  dispute  with  the  affairs  of  the  Conti- 
nent. What  affairs,  I  ask?  Not  French  affairs; 
there  was  no  danger  of  the  phantom  "  French  in- 
Huence"  to  be  apprehended  Irora  the  proffered  me- 
diation, as  Russia  was  at  war  with  France.  1 
will  answer  the  question  for  England.  It  was 
the  desire  manifested  by  the  Baltic  States,  on  a 
former  occasion,  to  maintain  the  maritime  rights 
of  all  nations,  that  Great  Britain  deprecated  ;  I'hey 
too  like  us  entertained  the  notion  that  when  God 
separated  the  sea  from  the  land  he  made  it  free. 
like  the  air  we  breathe,  for  all  nations.  And  I 
hope  and  trust  that  Alexander  will  add  to  his 
title  of  ••DelivererofEurope"themoregloriousone 
of  Deliverer  of  the  World  ;  that,  having  called  into 
action  the  energies  of  his  great  mind,  and  the  vast 
resources  of  his  Empire;  after  having  rolled  back 
the  mighty  wave  of  French  power  which  inun- 
dated the  neighboring  States,  and  swept  away 
the  ancient  boundaries  of  Russia  until  it  pene- 
trated to  Moscow,  the  capital  of  the  Czars  ;  after 
puttingdown  the  tyranny  ofthe  land,  which  threat- 
ened the  subjugation  of  the  Continent,  he  will 
not  lay  down  his  arras  until  he  has  executed  the 
vast  design,  worthy  of  the  cause  which  has  pro- 
duced the  development  of  his  powers,  of  putting 
down  the  tyranny  of  the  seas. 

This  Russian  mediation  teaches  another  im- 
portant fact,  which  must  stamp  with  eternal  in- 
famy the  charge  of  French  inffuence.     To  Ru«- 
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•ia,  fighting  against   France,  the   United   States 
have   confided    their   cause   and    its  object;  and 
have  thereby  shown  that  no  relation  whatsoever 
subsisted   with    France,    which    the   enemies   of 
France  could  regret  or  disapprove — in  fine,  that 
none  of  any  kind   existed    not   known  to  all   the 
world.     Great  Britain   has  proposed   to  treat  di- 
rectly with  us  at  Gottenburg,  and  the  offer  was 
accepted  without  delay.     Not  disposed   to  resent 
the  rejection  of  all   previous  overtures  made  di- 
rectly by  this  Government,  and  the  indirect  one 
which  the  mediation  afforded,  but  zealously  anx- 
ious to  obtain  a  speedy  and  honorable  peace,  we 
find  a  steady  perseverance  in  that  object,  nay,  even 
a  solicitude  which   the  enemy  may  mistake   for 
timidity,  and  which  some  warm  spirits  in  this  na- 
tion have  reprehended,  which  brings  me  to  a  con- 
clusion of  the  second  point,  viz  :  the  justice  of  a 
coniinuanor  of  the  war ;  and  1  hope  I  have  estab- 
lished  the  justice  of  its  continuance,  as  well   by 
showing  that  its  object  has  not  been  attained,  as 
in  recurring  to  the  proofs  that  the  Government 
have  made  and  are  now  making  every  honorable 
effort  to   produ -e   its   termination.     Indeed    it  is 
said,  that  Administration  are  now  bent  on  peace, 
and  we  shall  soon  have  it ;  that  they  have  struck 
iheir  tlag,  and  gentlemen  are  glad  of  it.     And  a 
lame  attempt  is  made  to  distinguish  between  the 
national  Hag  and  the  Hag  of  Administration — it 
IS  admitted  that  the  flag  of  Administration  is  to 
give  protection  to '•  free  trade  and  sailors' rights," 
and  I  think  those  five  words  contain  a  Constitu- 
tional definition  of  all  thaiconcerns  us  with  foreign 
natioiis  beyond  our  landed  limits.     This  antici- 
pated surrender,  which  affords  so  much   pleasure 
to  gentlemen,  might  have  been  communicated  by 
the  King's  messenger  ;  but  that  would  not  suffice, 
the  supremacy  of  the  Pope  was   to   be  duly  ac- 
knowledged, a  King  must  hold  his  stirrup,  five 
Envoys  with  badges  of  humiliation  must  carry  our 
submission  to  England;  for  it  was  thus  the  keys 
of  Calais  were  surrendered.     What  are  the  proofs 
of  this  submission?  this  surrender  of  sailors'  rights? 
Gentlemen  say,  the  Prince  Regent  refers  to  his 
maritime  rights,  and  asserts  that  the  United  States 
have  not  discovered  a  duposition  to  treat  on  the 
basis  of  their  recognition — that  Lord  Castlereagh 
proposes  to   negotiate  on   those  terms,  and   that 
the  acceptance  of  the  offer  is  submission.     We 
never  contested  the  maritime  rights  of  England. 
it  was  her  maritime  wrongs  we  complained  of. 
Tne  public  law  of  Europe  and  the  maritime  rights 
of  Great  Britain  are  common  to  all  nations;  her 
maritime  rights  are  as  well  defined  as  ours  ;  we  are 
all  equals  ;  and  usurpation  and  oppression,  though 
successful,  constitute  no  new  "  right."     Sir,  I  ob- 
ject to  the  authority  introduced  by  the  gentleman, 
as  well  as  to  the  justice  of  his  deductions.     Shall 
America  be  judged   by  the  Prince  Regent?  shall 
lis  cause  or  its  intentions  be  decided  by  his  asser- 
tions?    I   hope  not,  sir,  as  on   his  evidence   the 
United   Slates  are  leagued  with  France  ;  and  on 
that  ol  his  representative,  Lieuienent  General  Pre- 
vost,  we  are  the  allies  of  France.     I  shall  not  en- 
gage in  ihe  idle  controversy,  whether  a  surrender 
of  our  rights  be  or  be  not  intended — I  will  not  at- 


tempt to  convince  gentlemen  of  what  Adminis- 
trniion  intend  to  do.  when  they  will  not  under- 
stand or  believe  what  they  have  done. 

I  do  not  envy  those  feelings  which  induce  the 
assertion,  that  the  surrender  of  our  rights  affords 
pleasure  and  cause  of  rejoicing.  I  thank  God 
mine  are  of  a  different  stamp.  I  shall  rejoice  to 
see  not  only  the  rights  of  commerce  and  sea- 
men, so  far  as  my  countrymen  are  concerned,  ex- 
empted from  oppression,  but  the  rights  of  all  the 
world  respected  and  consecrated  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  nations. 

I  will  now  consider  the  third  point,  the  manner 
of  carry  ing  on  this  war  ;  which  has  also  met  with 
marked  condemnation.     It  is  said  the  war,  as  car- 
ried on.  is  an  offensive  war  ;  it  is  not  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  rights,  but  is  a  war  of  conquest. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  here,  that  Opposition  as- 
serted the  same  thing  before  a  blow  was  struck,  at 
the  tune  of  declaring  war.'  Although  the  charge 
has  been  exposed  with  much  ability  by  my  hon- 
orable friends.  I  will  venture  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks in  addition  to  theirs  ;   and,  before  I  do  so, 
permit  me  to  express  my  opinion  in  relation  to 
Canada,  for  it  is  due  to  this  investigation  that  I 
should  be  rightly  understood  on  that  point.    Can- 
ada as  a  territory  is  not  worth  one  cent  to  us — I 
would  not  have  it ;  and  asaffording  the  means  ot 
stirring  up  the  savages  alone  can  it  be  important? 
If  Great  Britain  remains  pacific  and  just  towards 
us,  and  does  not  excite  the   Indians,  they  may 
keep  Canada  with  my  approbation  forever ;  it  is 
intrinsically  of  no   value  to   us.     I  speak   more 
particularly  as  a  Western  man.     We  have  al- 
ready territory  enough  for  many  years  to  come, 
and,  by  refusing  to  enlarge  it  by  acquisitions  on 
the  Northern  frontier,  we  secure  to  the  West  a 
continuation   of  the    vast  emigration    from    the 
Northern  and    Eastern  sections  of  this  Union, 
which  not  only  contributes  to  increase  the  ratio 
of  our  numbers  and   enhance  the  value  of  our 
lands,  but  by  degrees  will  effect  a  more  important 
object.    The  emigrants  will  communicate  to  their 
friends  who  are   left  behind,  that  the  jealousies 
which  wicked  and  designing  men  are  industri- 
ously exciting  are  unfounded   and   unjust  ;   and 
they  will  by  and  by  learn  to  judge  of  us  correctly, 
and  we  shall  thereby  acquire  ihegreaily  desirable 
object,  a  national  character,  which  is  only  to  be 
attained   by   extinguishing   sectional  jealousies. 
Conquest.  Mr.  Chairman,  is  not  our  character; 
the  Louisiana  case  is  a  memorable  instance  of  it. 
When  the   right  of  deposite  at  Orleans,  which 
was  sanctioned  by  treaty,  was  prohibited  by  the 
unauthorized  act  ofthe  Spanish  Intendant,  lead- 
ing members  of  Opposition  were  then  for  buck- 
ling on  ihearmorot  war;  they  proposed  raising  an 
army  of  fifty  thousand  men  to  take  the  country, 
which  they  said  we  must  have  at  any  sacrifice; 
tor,  that  the  island  of  New  Orleans  alone  would 
justify  the  expenditure.     The  Government  con- 
curred in  opinion  ol  its  importance,  but  rejected 
the  course  advised  for  its  acquisition  ;   it   would 
not  wage  war — "first  strike  and  then  hear"  the 
explanation    which    Spain    had    to   offer.      The 
Spanish  Government  disavowed   the  act  of  its 
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a^flt,  and  tfce  coutitry  was  acquired  by  cession 
fo<  l$l 5,000 ^iOO,  about  ooe-tbird  of  the  price  of 
01  :'icampai<ijn. 

^•<?t.  wheu  thus  acquired,  the  same  gentlemen 
C(  itleraned  ^he  acquisition  and  declared  the  bar- 
gi  ti  was  a  bad  onr.     I  repeat   the  assertion  ;  a 


fold,  and  awakening  his  family  from  the  mid- 
night sleep  by  his  horrible  yells — the  contlagration 
of  their  dwellings  lighted  him  to  their  hiding 
place  and  with  more  than  savage  fury  he  tore 
the  infant  from  its  mother's  bosom  and  beat  out 
its  brains  against  her  head.  When  the  soldier 
J(  ^e'of  conquest  »Joes  not  constitute  a  trait  in  I  came  back  to  find  his  family  and  his  home,  not 


01  ■•^ character,  as  this  celebrated  instance  prove.*. 
B  i^  say  gentlemen,  your  operations  are  otfensive 
in^i|ieir  natijre,  and  this  changes  the  character 
My  friend  from  South  Carolina 
;n)  gave  the  proper  answer  to  this 
the  character  of  the  war  cannot  be 


off  lie  war.; 
(Mr   Calhoc 
aslition— "1 
•  ^Ijcted 
■  C4  Tits  or 


jer  changes  unless  the  war  is  continued  after 

^■lauses  cvase.''     This  was  the  idea,  if  not  the 

age  of  ipy  friend,  and  surely  the  reasoning 

clusivei     If  thie  war  was  declared  for  just 

■♦?.  how  ihoulil  »  wise  Government  conduct 

I   answir,  make   it  fall    as   heavily  on   the 


a  vestige  of  either  remained,  all  were  consumed 
by  the  fell  destroyer,  who  had  lied  with  their 
bleeding  scalps  to  the  British  Proctors  and  El- 
liots, who  paid  the  stipulated  bounty. 

Sir,  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  celebrated  speech 

of  their   friend   (Mr.   Ames)   upon    the  British 

by  Llie  mode  of  conducting  it ;  the  causes  1  treaty.     He  urged   its  adoption   because  it  gave 

igii,  alone  give  it  a  character,  and  that    up  to  us  our  own  posts,  where  the  British,  as  he 

admitted,  influenced  the  Indians  to  make  war; 
and  I  believe  the  treaty  went  down  in  conse- 
quence of  the  eloquence  with  which  he  pres.sed 
that  subject.  How,  I  ask,  then,  can  gentlemen 
reconcile  it  to  themselves  to  condemn  the  Gov- 
ernment for  exercising  all  its  efforts  to  prevent 
ei^iiiiy  as  possible  within  the  lawful  rules  of  war- I  this  outrageous  warfare?  The  British  attempt 
fai'^and  as  hghtly  fts  it  can  on  our  own  people,  to  apologize  for  their  barbarities  by  stating  that 
Injarder  to  Ctp  this  it  must  attack  him — put  him  j  they  cannot  restrain  the  Indians.  This,  if  true, 
on|!|te  defensive,  and  not  wait  to  repel  his  attacks.  '  is  no  palliation.  Tlie  ready  reply  is,  you  violate 
Itj^ias'said  |in  the  British  Parliament,  by  Mr.  all  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare  by  the  use  of 
Crn^ing,  ihM  one  of  their  "ablest  friends  in  Con-  I  any  means  you  cannot  control  within  them,  and 
gris*"  had  declared  that  in  a  few  months  the  Brit-  are  answerable  for  such  use.  But  the  assertion 
isk^Vould  destroy  our  towns  and  ravage  the  sea-  is  not  true.  We  have  been  at  last  reluctantly 
coja,  and  h'  upbraided  the  Ministry  with  the  i  constrained  to  employ  the  Indians  in  our  just 
ori#)|sion  to  )  erify  tbis  prediction.  If  the  enemy  I  defence,  and  in  no  instance  have  they  scalped  the 
hd^  ijthe  pow<  r  we  know  he  would  have  executed  !  dead  or  murdered  the  prisoners  ;  they  have  obeyed 
it,Ci|  the  del*nceless  villages  on  the  Chesapeake  |  the  orders  of  the  American  officers  ;  and  no  doubt 
shj^.  And  ^ow  ha^  this  been  prevented  ?  I  an-  j  the  British  have  been  equally  obeyed  by  those  lo 
swj^i  by  invading  his  territory,  compelling  him  i  their  service.  Suppose  this  system  ot  carrying 
toj'^aw  his  forces  there,  and  putting  him  on  the  |  on  the  war  on  the  defensive  plan  recommended 
deje^sive.  If  the  character  of  the  war  depend  j  were  adopted  ;  it  would  lead  to  consequences  the 
upAj|  the  mO(|e  of  carrying  it  on,  if  invading  the  most  absurd,  and  humiliating,  and  destructive. 
'  t|ie  enemy  constitute  offensive  war,  ]  The  enemy  invades  your  territory,  and  then,  and 
dtnsive  on  his  part ;  and  thus,  by  the  j  then  only,  he  is  liable  to  your  attacks.  After 
j^soning  indulged  by  gentlemen,  it  is  j  striking  his  blow,  your  forces  are  marched  against 
pt'i^'d  that  epch  nation  is  carrying  on  an  offen-  '  him,  and  he  is  driven  to  the  line  with  his  booty 
sivjjivaragaiist  the  uther  at  the  same  time,  which  and  prisoners; — with  difficulty  he  eludes  your 
in^i«ives  the  grosse!:t  absurdity.     1  suppose  the    grasp,  until  he  rushes,  exhausted  and  resistless, 

into  his  own  territory,  and  a  few  hundred  yards 
beyond  your  boundary  he  pitches  his  tents  in 
security;  the  soldier's  arm  is  paralyzed,  his  mus- 
ket is  stricken  out  of  his  hands,  and  the  enemy 
riots  in  security  before  his  eyes,  surrounded  by 


en|>i|y  will  l|e  justified  in  his  warfare — indeed 
he4.4s  been  a^lready— and  we  shall  be  told  he  at- 
tjr^ii  for  his  own  defence  and  safety.  It  was  for 
tbi>  jjurpose  i'^e  carried  his  arms  into  Michigan, 
t6  ^l^e  river  jRaisin^  to  Fort  Metgs,  Sandusky, 
H^ipton,  Er^e,  Black  Rock.  Buffalo,  &c.,  where  j  the  inviolability  of  a  contemptible  policy.     There 


hi*^|)otsteps  were  oiarked  with  butchery  and 
blijif.Jshed,  coil flagratiion, and  rapine,  which  would 
ha^t  scandalized  a  cannibal.  There  was  a  par- 
anu^|nt  motive  for  invading  Canada — there  the 
IniFiqins  were  hired  by  their  cruel  employers — 
th4.(»  they  weye  set  on  to  deeds  of  blood,  and  there 
it  »is.  that  a  price  was  promised   them  for   the 


he  recruits  his  strength,  strikes  another  blow 
elsewhere,  flees  again  to  the  place  of  security, 
and  is  safe.  Just  like  the  felons  in  the  iron  times 
of  feudal  vassalage,  who  ran  to  the  consecrated 
places  of  safety,  where  the  sword  of  justice  could 
never  reach  them.  Then,  indeed,  would  the 
.    .  .  Cockburns  of  England  have  verified  the  predic- 

scj*!^  of  inlajit  innocence  and  unprotected  help-  tions  of  their  "  friend  in  Congress  ;"  the  dis{>osable 
Icsfffomen.  -And  while  the  frontier  man  rushed  i  force  of  Canada,  which  was  kept  in  check,  might 
to  life  battiest  the  call  of  his  country,  and  op-  ,  have  been  transported  to  attack  our  seaport  towns 
pot-l  in  fair  ^.nd  honorable  combat  the  open  in-  '  in  succession,  and  the  cruelties  and  outrages  of 
▼at".-t— the   rfd  ally  of  England,  who   had  been     Hampton   would    have   been   tender   mercies  to 


fat^'iied  and  i^iade  strong  by  the  bounty  before  he 
waj.io  cruelli  excited  against  his  protector— the 
savjuie  who  \tas  drawn  from  the  wilds  of  his  for- 
est^'.ept  m  be|und  hijn  like  a  wolf  into  the  sheep- 
i  I  i 

I!      i 


mercies 
what  we  should  have  suffered.  The  plan  of  the 
Administration  for  the  conduct  of  the  war  is  not 
only  condemned  in  unqualified  terms  by  the 
minority,  but  they  have  had  the  kindness  to  give 
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their  advice  how  to  manage  it  for  the  future. 
They  say.  "repeal  the  embargo,  send  all  your 
vessels  to  sea.  and  we  will  unite  with  you  there. 
Take  the  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  in  this, 
and  we  will  support  you."  I  consider  thai  some- 
thing is  gained  by  this  admission.  It  now  seems 
that  it  is  not  immoral  to  rejoice  with  us  for  our 
naval  victories;  gentlemen  are  willing  to  aid  us 
also  in  achieving  others. 

Let  us  examine  this  concession  with  the  argu- 
ment that   the  war   is   unjust;  that   the  war  is 
offensive,  dec.     Surely  the  war  on  the  ocean  will 
be  peculiarly  offensive  to  Great  Britain  ;  "  the  sea 
is    Britain's    own    domain" — "all    under    sea    is 
British   ground" — "Britannia  rules  the  waves." 
These  are  the  favorite  themes  of  the  fast-anchored 
isle;  and  dare  we  invade  her  dominion?     That 
will  indeed  be  offensive  war !     Sir,  I  consider  the 
point  of  the  justice,  <tc..  of  the  war  as  conceded 
by  the  minority,  if  we  will  consent  to  fight  with 
them  in  their  own  way.     I  should  like  to  know 
how  the  war  is  to  be  conducted  there.     ''  Free 
trade  and  sailors'  rights"  are  to  be  given  up  ;  the 
flag  is  to  be  struck,  and,  I  suppose,  we  are  to  fight 
if  molested  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  degradation. 
Gentlemen  say,  you  are  injured  on  the  ocean — 
seek   redress   there.     Why,  then,  attack   on   the 
Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence?     There,  too,  the  war 
will  be  offensive  ;  it  will  fall  upon  the  •'  innocent, 
harmless  Canadians"  and  His  Majesty's  sailors, 
poor  souls,  who  never  did  you  harm,  except  you 
choose  to  call  by  that  harsh  epithet  the  impressment 
of  your  seamen  and  murders  ol  your  women  and 
children.     Let  us  test  these  professions  of  Opposi- 
tion by  their  practice.     We  ask   money  for  the 
navy,  and  even  that  is  refused — we  ask  it  for  the 
civil  list,  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  debt  them- 
selves assumed,  for  the  defence  of  our  seacoasts. 
(fcc,  and  they  will  not  give  one  cent.     And  the 
plea  set  up  by  them  is,  "we  will  not  give  you 
money  to  carry  on   a   war  Which  you  have  not 
competency  to  conduct."     I  am  ready  to  admit 
that  the  war  has  been  in  some  places  badly  con- 
ducted ;  though  I  feel  convinced  the  disasters  and 
disappointments  are  attributable  to  the  officers 
who  have  been  confided  in,  and  not  to  say  any 
want  of  capacity  or  foresight  in  the  head  of  the 
War    Department.     If  candor   and   justice   are 
more  than  an  empty  sound,  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion  on  that  subject,  namely,  that  the  genius, 
and  talents,  and  capacity  of  the  Secretary  are  of 
the  highest  order.    But  what,  let  me  ask,  is  the 
amount  of  the  objection?     Nothing  more  than 
arguing  against  the  cause  by  the  effect,  against 
the  object  of  the  operations  by  the  failure  of  them. 
The  failure  of  those  operations  has  given  rise  to 
much  eloquent  sarcasm,  and  to  a  personality  1 
regret.     I  regret  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  manifests  so  high  a  sense  of  his  per- 
sonal honor,  and  a  determination  to  maintain  his 
rights,  should  have  thought  fit  to  assail  the  honor 
ofoihers.     I  am  sure  the  gentleman  in  his  cooler 
moments  must  condemn  his  attack  on  General 
Smyth,  a  gentleman  whom   I  have  only  seen  at 
this  place  some  years  since,  wkom  I  do  not  pre- 
sume to  vindicate,  whose  conduct  I  too  have  not 


approved.  I  have  understood,  however,  from  an 
honorable  source,  that  Smyth  is  not  a  coward; 
and  the  act  alluded  to.  if  evincing  cowardice,  im- 
plicates other  gentlemen  who  advised  the  course 
he  adopted,  and  surely  the  honorable  member 
will  not  say  they  too  are  cowards. 

I  will  notice  another  remark  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  He  said  that  invading  Canada,  the 
cornfields,  wigwams,  and  hunting  grounds  of  the 
Indians,  justify  the  employment  of  them,  to  de- 
fend their  rights  and  homes.  What,  sir,  were  they 
defended  at  Detroit,  at  Fort  Meigs,  the  River 
Raisin,  Buffalo,  &c..  where  the  Indian  lore  the 
scalp  from  the  bleeding  captive,  before  the  toma- 
hawk had  terminated  his  sufferings! 

Mr.  Chairman,  here  lies  the  great  misfortune 
under  which  our  country  groans  :  everything  this 
Government  does  is  condemned  in  language  of  the 
bitterest  invective.     No  considerations  of  country 
can  stay  the  wrath  of  its  opponents.     On  the  other 
hand,  every  act  the  enemy  commits  is  justified  or 
palliated.     Noihing— not  the  dying  groans  of  the 
aged  and  helpless,  nor  the  cries  of  violated  inno- 
cence— can  excite  their  displeasure  against  the 
enemy.      The   gentleman    from    Virginia   (Mr. 
Sheffey)  says  this  censure  is  all  right;  it  will 
do  no  harm  to  arraign  Administration  if  its  mea- 
sures are  wise  and  proper.     Do  gentlemen  per- 
ceive the  tendency  of  this  argument?     It  is  cal- 
culated to  discredit  themselves  with  the  people, 
when  they  are  even  right.     Having  avowed  their 
principles   of  action,  and   so   often  been   driven 
from  the  untenable  ground  they  have  occupied, 
they  will  not  be  able  to  make  the  people  listen  to 
them.     Great  Britain  teaches  us  a  valuable  lesson 
on  this  point.     They  have  unanimously  resolved 
to  carry  on  the  war  against  us,  although  they  all 
know,  and  many  of  their  distinguished  statesmen 
have  avowed,  they  are  in  the  wrong.    While  here, 
every  attempt  is  made  to  degrade   the  Govern- 
ment, to  destroy   the   spirit  of  the   nation,  and 
snatch  from  the  gallant  soldier  the  meed  of  praise  ; 
for  in  this  Hall,  during  this  session,  it  has  been 
affirmed  thai  "necessity  and  vice  were  the  only 
stimulants  to  enlistment."     Why,  Pitt  and  Fox, 
and  Barr6,  have  done  the  same  in  England,  say  the 
gentlemen.     Sir,  I  reject  the  English  precedents 
altogether,  as  not  suited  to  a  Government  elective 
as  ours  is.     I  deny  the  application  of  them,  if  they 
were  admissible.     When  these  men  stood  up  as 
the  champions  of  liberty  againsi  the  tyranny  of 
ihe  Ministry,  which  our  fathers  nobly  and  suc- 
cessfully resisted,  ihey   plead   the  cause  of  the 
American  colonies  against  usurpation.     The  fet- 
ters of  slavery  had  been  forged  for  us;  the  cords 
with  which  they  had  bound  us  were  drawn  tighter 
every  day.     But.  Sampson's  hair  was  then  un- 
shorn, and.  when  he  put  forth  his  strength,  they 
fell  from  his  arms  like  slender  threads.     They 
opposed  a  wicked  invasion  of  our  rights;  and  if 
the  same  men  were  now  living,  and  their  princi- 
ples were  not  changed,  we  should  perceive  a  sim- 
ilar opposition  to  the  subsequent  invasions.     Are 
the  causes  similar?    Do  we  attack  the  unques- 
tionable rights  of  England  ?     Are  we  attempting 
the  destruction  of  her  commerce  and  enslavement 
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of^er  seamvn  ?  No,  sir,  we  are  defending  the 
i^it  rights  of  this  new,  but  wonderful  people, 
wfcjse  high  Jestiny  cannot — will  not — brook  the 
jafviess  encfoachfiu'Dts  of  anv  nation.  Gentle- 
I  pressini^  the  example  of  England,  say,  '•  the 
les,  wbeA  in  power,  were  patriots  in  opposi- 
;  that  thrre  is  no  other  difference  among  men 
J  a  change  of  s.tuation  produces."  I  regard 
'5|  as  a  prerious  confession.  It  amounts  to  no 
(i-Jthan  an  jadmisiiion  that  they  are  engaged  in 
a  iiftre  scraaible  for  power ;  and  if  in  power,  they 
wiyld  pursing  our  course.  Yes,  I  believe  they 
wi^id.  Sir.vlhe  party  who  have  so  often  raani- 
fetfd  an  extreme  sensibility  at  the  outrages  they 
w:. jessed,  wjiile  in  power,  have  given  a  pledge 
toitjie  nation  that  Us  rights  would  not  be  pros- 
trjj^^jd  by  submission  to  British  encroachments, 
•-(■liir  arms  h;'ve  failed,  (say  gentlemen.)  What  is 
th%fau."?e  of  jt?  The  fault  lies  not  at  the  door  of 
O,^'^sition."j  Yes.  sir,  I  admit  they  have  failed 
in^:>i>me  raei|iorablc  instances;  but  I  insist  that 
5h|  jOppositi^n  have  been  the  cause  of  failure. 
T|.<  people  c|f  the  United  States  are  a  thinking, 
eafic^lating  pfople.  They  are  accustomed  to  con- 
fic^^^heir  intj-rests  to  men  of  their  choice,  whose 
♦;ainior  and  vjeracity  are  not  questioned  by  them. 
Tje-V  will  n -t  go  with  the  Government,  unless 
Actuated  by  ;Jhe  impulses  of  their  opinions.  It  is 
ncl  lufficienijthat  the  Government  have  declared 
wtl;  they,  t(to,  require  to  be  convinced  of  its  pro- 
prj?ty.  Witfi  this  general  temper— and  it  is  cer- 
faSity  one  of  the  characteristics  of  free  Govern- 


The  Loan  BUL 


FcBRnART,  1814. 


CJiai — look  t^  the  means  which  have  been  pursued 
^yP^PPOs"'o>«  ever  since  war  was  inevitable 
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rs   havelexcited  the   people  to  distrust  us 


iT'l-l  _         _ ^^ 

t|ifles  light  ias  air"  were  adduced  and  urged  as 
coyf  rmition-^  stronjj  as  proofs  of  Holy  Writ. 
T»  r  favoriii?  presses  diffused  the  poison  far  and 
wJr  but  theiantidofe  was  never  administered  by 
th*U  to  the  people.  I  will  venture  to  predict  that 
th'laddress  o(  their  leaders  will  prevent  many  of 
th|  people  fpjpm  ever  hearing  that  the  charges 
imputing  the^^ussian  mediation  to  the  fraud  and 
trifiiof  the  Administration  has  recoiled  upon  its 
ftufiurs.  As  ^oon  as  war  was  declared,  these  lead- 
er^JL'Jllered  ili^ir  protest  against  it,  in  which  they 
sai|^  that  we  Had  no  cause  of  war,  and  impeached 
th^  motives  if  the  majority  who  declared  war. 
Thr  clergy  of*  these  gentlemen's  party  responded 
to  \\f\x  accusations  that  there  was  no  cause  of 
Wa^.-and  that;it  was  an  immoral  and  unjust  one. 
Tltjr    Goverpors   denounced    us   for   '•  fighting 

:|(flst  the  land  of  our  fathers,  and  the  bulwark 


oj  ki^r  religioti" 


Brfsin 


They  all  proclaimed  that  Great 
of  the  world,  and 


was  fithting  the  battles 


partisans  ^t  iJ^ngiand  replied,  you  are  under 

pch    influence.     The  citizen    was  dissuaded 

^vi,enteringjinto  your  array  :  it  was  said,  if  he 

*Uhe  blouJof  the  enemy  in  this  war,  he  would 

line  a  muAJerer.     When  money  was  solicited 

ins  a  venerable  gentleman,  now  a  member 

it\s  Hous.4.  said  it  would  be  wicked  to  lend 

1 


money  ;  he  threatened,  also,  that  the  money  would 
not  be  repaid — ihat  the  honor  of  the  Government 
did  not  require  a  repayment.  A  most  demoral- 
izing sentiment,  striking  at  the  loundation  of  free 
Government:  its  basis  is  national  (aith.  and  he 
that  destroys  that,  dissolves  the  Government. 

I  ask,  sir,  how  stands  the  funding  system  ?  We 
all  recollect  the  history  of  that  nefarious  pecula- 
tion.    The  soldier's  necessities,  in  the  poverty  of 
your  Government,  had  compelled  him  to  sell  your 
scrip  at  2s.  Gd.  in  the  pound.      The  speculator 
came  with  it  into  the  Congressional  Hall,  and 
voted   to  give  himself  the  full   nominal   value. 
Tl»e  discrimination  proposed,  which  secured  to 
the  soldier  a  part  of  the  funded  debt,  and  the  res- 
idue to  the  speculator,  was  rejected,  and  he  re- 
tired to  the  haunts  of  poverty  and  wretchedness 
to  drag  out  the  remainder  ot  a  miserable  life- 
rendered  miserable  by  the  injustice  of  his  coun- 
try.    Yet.  with  a  knowledge  of  these  facts,  no 
man  dared  to  propose  extinguishing  the  debt  thus 
created,  but  by  an  honest  payment  of  it,  to  the 
last   dollar.     Thi<=   doctrine,  which   resolves   the 
taith  of  the   nation  into  the  expediency  of  the 
measure  that  authorized  the  expenditure,  was  re- 
served for  the  pretended  disciples  of  Washinq- 
TON,  and  Its  application  to  the  payment  of  a  debt 
created    by  the    Government    in  its   struggle  to 
maintain  the  principles  of  the  Revolution  against 
the  attacks  of  the  same  enemy  who  produced  it. 
Sir,  the  sinews  of  war  are  men  and  money. 
The  Government  appeals  to  the  patriotism  and 
interest  of  the  people  for  those  aids— ihey  stimu- 
late enlistments.     The  last,  particularly,  operates 
upon  the  money  lenders;  for,  if  it  were  patriot- 
ism alone  that  influenced  them,  they  would   not 
ask  any  interest,  or  at  most  six  per  cent.,  which 
13  the  general  scale  of  legal  interest;  all  beyond 
that,  in  legal  acceptation,  is   usury.     And,  how 
can  you  expect  that  men  who  are  induced  by  pre- 
sent mierest.and  ultimate  security  for  the  princi- 
pal, will  lend  money,  when  the  leaders  of  Opposi- 
tion make  them  believe  that  they  are  sureof  getting 
possession  of  the  reins  of  Government  soon,  and 
will  .sponge  out  the  debt  ? 

These  gentlemen  say  the  people  are  against 
you,  and  that  is  in  part  the  cause  of  your  failure. 
When  we  ask  why  are  they  against  us?— they 
say,  you  prove  yourselves  enemies  to  commerce— 
you  carry  on  an  unjust,  offensive  war— you  are 
unable  to  manage  a  war,  and  we  prophesied  your 
failure.  Mr.  Cliairmao,  no  prophets  are  so  true 
as  those  who  effect  their  predictions— none  are 
so  dangerous  as  those  who  endeavor  to  effect 
them  ;  rather  than  be  convicted  of  false  prophesy, 
they  would  see  their  country  humbled,  its  righui 
invaded,  its  liberties  destroyed. 

But  how  are  the  people  against  us,  we  ask? 
Have  we  had  a  new  election  since  the  war,  and 
acquired  increased  majorities?  Yes,  it  is  an- 
swered, you  have— but  it  was  ihe  force  of  party 
that  sustained  you.  Unfortunate  minority  !  the 
energies  of  party  are  always  against  you.  You 
that  have  everything  to  gain  by  vigilance,  are 
sleeping  at  your  posts,  while  the  great  majority 
who   apprehend    no  danger,  alone  are  vigilant  f 
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You  might  as  well  tell  me  that  the  lamb  is  vigi- 
lant and  the  wolf  sleepeth. 

But  we  wish  to  destroy  commerce — and  by  the 
Constitution  it  cannot  be  restricted.  This  is  a 
new  notion.  These  sticklers  for  the  Constitu- 
tion, during  General  Washington's  Administra- 
tion, authorized  an  embargo;  to  be  continued,  to 
be  revoked,  and  renewed  at  his  will,  and  to  any 
extent  he  pleased;  yet  they  deny  us  the  power 
to  pass  a  law  definite  in  its  object  and  extent. 

Great  Britain,  we  are  told,  de.siroyed  our  com- 
merce; it  kindled  the  fire  of  the  Revolution  :  We 
resisted  then,  and  we  have  the  spirit  and  the 
means  to  resist  now.  I  shall  not  reason  as  to  this 
threatened  resistance;  it  is  too  outrageous  to  be 
opposed  by  reasoning.  Let  treason  rear  its  head, 
it  will  and  must  be  put  down  though  it  have  a 
thousand  heads;  and  the  very  land  where  it  is 
excited  to  overt  acts,  will  furnish  the  means  abun- 
dantly; they  will  give  a  new  application  to  the 
favorite  sentiment  of  its  leaders,  and  they  will 
prostrate  the  monster,  "peaceably  if  they  can, 
forcibly  if  they  must." 

Sir,  the  threat  is  idle;  those  who  use  it  neither 
wish  or  intend  its  execution  ;  the  commercial  in- 
terests, which  it  is  said  were  the  strong  advocates 
for  the  Constitution,  will  not  favor  it  for  the  same 
reasons  that  then  influenced  them.     What  is  the 
course  of  trade   and  commerce  in  ttiis  country  ? 
The  ship  owners  and  navigators  live  in  the  North 
and  East — I  speak  as  to  the  great  mass  of  them — 
the  bulky  products,  the  principal   exports  of  the  j 
country,  are  from  the  South  and  West,  and  these 
products  are  carried   to  market  by  the  owners  of 
the   ship"^ing.     Suppose,  in  a  state  of  separation, 
we  gave  England  a  monopoly  of  our   trade,  the 
transportation  of  our  produce  to  a  market,  and 
the  exclusive  supply  of  foreign  merchandise.     I 
need   not  give  you  a  picture  of  the  distress  and 
ruin  it  would  produce  to  them,  whilst  I  hazard 
little   in   saying  it  would    not  injure  us.     They 
know  this  as  well,  or    better  than  we  do ;  and  if 
patriotism  cannot  bind    them    to  the    Union,  in- 
terest will.     Is  it   pretended    that  our  effort-s  in 
favor  of  free  trade  proceetl  from  liostiliiy  to  com- 
merce; and  that   the  destruction  of  it   by  Great 
Britain  before  the  Revolution  was  no  more  than 
we   practice?     Cannot  gentlemen'^erceive   the 
distinction    between    regulating  commerce  by  a 
foreign  nation,  and  by  their  own  Representatives? 
If  tliey  cannot   they  are  fit   tools   for   despotism 
and  unworthy  of  participating  in  the  blessings  of 
a  free  Government.    A  new  species  of  complaint 
seems  about  to  be  set  up — not  that  commerce  is 
regulated    by  the  Congress;  but   that    men  pre- 
sume to  do  it  '"who  never  saw  a  ship   through 
the  medium  of  the  eye."     What,  arc  we  to  be 
told  we  are  unfit  to  resist  the  usurpations  of  En- 
gland  unless  we  saw  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of 
our  merchants  captured  and  confiscated?    Cannot 
we  imagine  the  tyranny  of  impressment  unless 
we  see  the  prisoner  in  his  (iungeon  ?     Will  gen- 
tlemen  take  no  part  with   their  country  against 
the  cruelties  of  savage  warfare,  unless  they  see 
the  scalpings  and   butcheries  of  our  women  and 
children  ?     I  should  be  ashamed  of  the  argument. 


if  one  of  our  flat  boats  carrying  a  cargo  of  flour 
to  New  Orleans  had  been  seized  by  the  Spaniards 
when  they  owned  Louisiana,  and  the  crew  sent 
to  the  mines — if  one  of  my  Western  brethren  had 
gravely  told  this  House: — Gentlemen  you  cannot 
understand  this  outrage  ;  it  is  idle  and  wicked 
for  you  to  think  it  an  indignity  to  the  nation; 
therefore,  it  is  improper  for  you  to  interfere  in  it, 
for  you  never  saw  a  flat  boat  through  the  medium 
of  the  eye. 

We  are  told,  sir.  that  Massachusetts  alone  could 
have  taken  Canada,  and  this  is  a  proof  that  the 
people  are  against  us.     It  is  proof  of  an  alarm- 
ing character  when  the  energies  of  Government 
are  so  far  paralyzed  that  the  Union  cannot  effect 
what  one  of    the  States  could  if  it  were  not  for 
the  Opposition.     This  say  the  gentlemen,  is  all 
right.  Virginia  did  the  same,  she  invited  the  peo- 
ple to  meet   and   resist   the  Government  of  the 
Union.     Virginia  has  been  often  misrepresented 
on  this  subject ;  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  facts 
were  not  belter  understood  and  respected  in  rela- 
tion to  her  course.     When  the  Constitution  had 
been  infracted  by  the  passage  of  the  alien  and 
sedition   acts,  Virginia    addressed    the    States  as 
parties  to  the  compact,  inviting  their  serious  at- 
tention  and   Constitutional  co-operation  ;  not  to 
violate  the  Constitution,  but  to  give  efl5cacy  to 
the  Constitution ;    not    to  resist   these    laws    by 
force  and  violence,  but  to  effect  a  Constitutional 
repeal  of  them,  either  by  changing  the  represen- 
tation  in  Congress,  or  by  a  manly  remonstrance 
cilculaied  to  convince  the  Congress  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  their  opinions  and    produce  the  con- 
sequent adoption  of  those  opinions.     And  what 
was    the   conduct    of    the    States    except    Ken- 
tucky ?     What  was  the   language  of  the  party, 
then,  who  now  profess  a  regard  for  the  example 
of  Virginia?     They  denied  the  lawfulness  of  the 
course  taken   by  Virginia,  and  denied  it  too  not 
upon  a  question  of  expediency,  which  alone  is 
involved  by  the  act  declaring  war,  as  the  power 
is  not  denied,  but  a  question  embracing  a  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution.     Gentlemen  ad- 
vise us  to  desist  from  our  efforts  on  the  land,  as 
Great  Britain   cares  not  for  Canada.     Sir,  they 
are  mistaken,  as  the  force  there  and  the  allusion 
to  it  by  the   British  Government  serve  to  show. 
Stop,  say  the  gentlemen,  your  war  on  the  land. 
Raise  an  army  to  defend  yourselves  alone — quit 
the  soil  where   you  have  the  power  to  conquer, 
and  go  to  sea  where  the  enemy's  force  is  all-pow- 
erfu!  ;    do  all   this,  and   we  will  aid    you — after 
peace  in  one  line,  viz:  "Peace  is  restored  between 
the  United    States  and  Great  Britain,"  and   we 
will   assist    you.     I  answer  the  gentlemen,  we 
cannot  adopt  your  advice  to  obtain  your  assis- 
tance in  the  defence  which  you  offer  in  behalf  of 
your  country.     "  Aon  tali  auxilio,  nee  defensori- 
bus  islis  tempus  egety 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  now  about  to  treat  of 
peace,  and  the  inquiry  which  each  one  puts  to 
himself  is,  shall  we  have  it  ?  I  say  yes,  because 
I  sincerely  wish  it.  and  we  easily  believe  what 
we  wish.  I  say  yes,  because  we  seek  it  in  the 
spirit  of  peace  and  justice.     I  say  yes,  because  the 
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1^  preiext^whichGreat  Britain  had  for  refusing  f  instead  of  $1000.  as  by  the  corapuiation  of  the 
t^rnake  pfetze  witb  us  has  been  done  away;  and    gentleman. 


jfwiU  also  f^y,  if  we  fail  to  have  peace,  the  Op- 
jajition  will  be  the  cause.    The  hopes  of  the  Op- 
'jltition  for-lhe  possession  of  power,  so  ardently 
riired  by  'hem,  depend  on  war  alone  in  their 
jt^oion;  arii  although   I  will  not  despair  of  ray 
ivintry  by  Admitting  that  they  can  realize  their 
j^ipes.  eveii- thougli    the  war  shall  continue  for 
f:»ny  yeart}  yet  Great  Britain  has  been  taught 
/  jbelieve  ?his  Opposition  is  a   majority  of  the 
f^ffiple  ;  ihejr   have  been    repeatedly   advised    to 


We  are  informed  however  by  hira  that  ten 
millions  of  dollars  are  due  for  Army  expenses, 
and  the  gentleman  pledges  himself  there  are  at 
least  6ve  millions  due,  because,  as  he  says,  the 
claims  were  deferred  at  the  Wat  Office  from 
month  to  month,  in  consequence  ot  a  rule  that 
limited  the  expenditure  in  each  mouth  to  one 
million  and  an  half;  and  hence,  in  the  scramble 
for  the  money,  many  claims  were  postponed  for 
DO  other  cause  than  a  want  of  funds,  and  are  yet 


iti4Timinat<<  between  the  people  and  the  Govern-    unpaid.     Therefore,  the  gentleman  says  h«  has  a 
r  (tat;  and  ^  almosi  fear  they  are  deluded  by  these     right  to  insist   that  the  expenditure  of  this  year 


J  faiences;  if  so,  H  will   require  a  seven    years 
ifebbiog  to^beat  John  Bull  into  his  senses.     It 
i    [aid  that  ihe  arrpy  is  |o  be  a  paper  operation 


will  double  the  appropriation.  Sir,  I  deny  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  in  toto ;  and  I  feel 
authorized  to  assert  that  no  legal  claim,  properly 


a  I  jdle  threai.  and  Great  Britain  will  not  succumb  I  authenticated,  has  been   presented  without  being 

t!   Threats;  *o  they  were  told  in  the  Revolution;  '        *'  '       '"    '^'     "' '  '  '"  ''" 

hjl'ihen  theij  said  was  mere  threat,  and  they  must 
fk^jit  us  intif  submtssioD.  I  differ  with  gentlemen 
4k  io  the   irte  policy  of  a  nation   at  war  whose 


t!   Threats  ;lo  they  were  told  in  the  Revolution;  (  paid;  besides  this,  advances  have  been  made  for 

the  recruiting  service,  and   for   the  Cluarterraas- 
ter's  department.      The  gentleman    seemed   to 
think  it  due  to  himself  to  specify  some  case,  and 
|i*ws  are  Sincerely  pacific  ;  while   it  offers  the  j  he  refers  to  the  claim  of  Virginia,  which  he  says 
ye   branc^  in  one  hand,  it  should   grasp  the  j  's  an  equitable  claim  upon   the  Government.     I 

concur  in  the  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the 
claim  of  our  State.  It  is  equitable  beyond  doubt, 
and  the  admission  of  the  o:entleman  mat  it  is  not 
a  legrtl  oiie  is  fatal  to  his  argument,  because  Con- 
gress must  provide  for  it  before  the  War  Depart- 
ment can  apply  the  law.  Gentlemen  are  not 
content  with  refusing  to  us  the  means  of  attempt- 
ing to  get  money;  they  deny  our  capacity  even 
if  the  means  are  afforded.  They  say  the  public 
land  and  improved  lands  of  the  country  afford  no 
basis  for  the  capacity  of  borrowing.  The  capa- 
city to  borrow  depends  first  upon  the  wealth  of 
the  nation,  and  secondly  upon  the  ability  of  the 
money-holders.  The  first  affords  a  security  to 
the  lender  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  his  money  ; 
and  the  second,  the  means  of  borrowing.     ~ 


rvyrd  in  thr  other — not  to  threaten,  for  true  cour- 

'ji' disdains^  to  utter  a  threat,  but  to  show  to  the 
(ray  that*  it  is  pot  impelled  by  pusillanimity 
d  fear,  to'ask  fot  the  blessings  of  peace.    Such 

1  daiion  ca4  make  a  concession  if  it  please  with- 
inlringitig  its  honor;  like  a  brave  man  who 

itracts  prjjise  from  his  adversary  by  his  actions, 

\Uic\i  if  ai|opted  by  a  coward  would  cover  him 

|ith  cunteiiipt.     U  we  fail  in  the  peace  mission. 

■^ul  the  dijpute  ^lust  be  settled  by  the  sword 
i^dne,  we  ^lall  b*.'  prepared  for  the  worst,  and, 
Uii^^rning  wivdom  from  the  past,  we  shall  be  form- 
.JUble  indeed   for  the  future;  then   "let   Greek 

tcet  Greel^'"  and  iin  the  mighty  tug  of  war.  the 

|);iquered  Vvill    preserve   his    honor.     Our    war 

^rtasures  aae  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  peace ;  we    and  the  second,  the  means  of  borrowing.     The 

[dl  go  on  ifi  the  career  of  peace,  and  if  it  be  de-  '  second  depends  too  essentially   upon   the  first  for 

frd  to  justice,  it  will  be  yielded  to  force ;  we  j ''s  existence,  for  the  wealth  of  individual.s  in- 
Ul  fight  fo|  it,  notwithstanding  gentlemen  refuse  j  creases  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  The  public 
A<^ir  co-opfcjration.  The  plea  of  some  is.  that  the  !  land,  therefore,  may  be  fairly  resorted  to  as  afford- 
«Vyvernmei,i  have  no  capacity  to  conduct  the  i  'og  this  security,  if  it  were  not  ample  besides, 
•^^iir ;  by  oiAers,  tfiat  they  have  not  and  cannot  '  And  the  improved  land  of  the  country  is  the  sub- 
r^cure  the}  means  of  conducting  it.     These  ar-  i  stantial  representative  of  the   tioating  capital,  as 


(tJinents  arf  at  variance  with  each  other.  When 
ijivy  wish  t',  prove  the  incapacity  of  Administra- 
11,  they  s^y  'he  means  within  their  control  have 
},j:^n  adequate,  and  misapplied.  When  they  ar- 
r|ijjn  them  k'ot  extravagance,  they  tell  you  the 
r^rtce  was  iiionsiderable.  I  have  made  inquiries 
«)ipcerning  Hhe  number  of  men  in  the  military 
^r<«ice  for  tjje  first  year,  with  a  view  to  correct  the 


well  as  the  solid  wealth  of  the  community. 

The  gentleman  says  we  have  resorted  to  op- 
pressive measures  to  create  a  capacity  to  lend  ; 
we  have  compelled  the  merchants  to  abandon 
commerce  that  we  may  have  the  use  of  their 
money  ;  that  the  farmers  are  told,  because  they 
cannot  lend,  of  the  value  and  importance  of  en- 
gaging in  manufactories;  and  the  merchants,  be- 


.*^ement  oj  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  1  cause  they  can  lend,  that  manufactories  will  be 


^f^ETFEY)  i^'i  to  the   enormous  cost  of  the  Army 
Itt-^man— aitd  I  find  that  we  had 

x(a  Februiiry,  1813,  18,000  regulars  laverat^e 
*'"  "  '  32,000      do.       \     25,m 

an  average  of 
year 


I  fn  Decetiiber. 
»  J2  month'  men 
^  ^liliiia  in'-that 


average 
.  average  - 


6000 
30.000 


V' 


Total  men. 


61,000 


flaking  t^e  expenditure  about  ^300  each  man. 


a  losing  business  for  them.  Sir,  the  argument  of 
ray  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Eppeb)  has  not  been 
fairly  treated.  He  said  nothing  like  this.  Speak- 
ing of  the  ability  of  the  community  to  lend,  he 
remarked,  that  the  merchants  would  invest  their 
inactive  capital  in  the  funds,  in  order  that  when 
commerce  was  freed  from  the  impositions  of 
decrees  and  Orders  in  Council,  the  merchants 
would  be  enabled  to  withdraw  the  capital  thus 
invested,  and  employ  it  in  its  accustomed  chan- 
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nel  ;  that  they  could  not.  with  equal  facility, 
change  its  destination  from  objects  of  manufac- 
turing employment,  for  the  reasons  he  then  gave, 
and  they  were  certainly  conclusive.  My  friend 
said  nothing  of  the  profits,  but  the  investiture 
merely.  As  to  the  character  of  our  measures,  if 
it  be  oppression  to  prevent  a  treasonable  inter- 
course with  thf^  enemy,  or  improvident  shipments 
of  property,  which  he  will  necessarily  obtain,  and 
which  will  materially  strengthen  him  to  annoy 
us.  I  admit  the  justice  of  the  charge.  1  shall  say 
nothing  of  the  motive  ascribed  by  the  gentleman. 
He  says  Great  Britain  will  get  your  stock  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions,  and  this  should  be  avoided.  If  the  pre- 
diction were  to  be  verified,  I  answer  agreed.  I  I 
have  no  objection  ;  it  will  be  a  lien  on  their  friend- 
ship, and  will  induce  the  wealthy  men  of  the  na- 
tion to  desire  a  state  of  peace,  and  therefore  to 
have  justice  done  to  us.  The  gentleman  denies 
that  such  lending  by  British  subjects  will  add  to 
our  capital.  The  argument  he  uses  is  a  strange 
one — the  position  he  assumed  is  not  less  so.  The 
capital  of  the  nation  is  cash,  if  you  please;  and 
we  want  an  hundred  millions,  which  the  British 
lend  us.  and  receive  our  paper.  Is  not  the  capital 
increased  one  hundred  millions?  No,  says  the 
gentleman,  no  money  will  be  sent.  How  then.  I 
ask,  can  they  buy  our  stock,  unless  the  balance  of 
trade  be  against  us  to  that  amount?  If  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  be  against  us  we  must  pay  that  bal- 
ance in  specie,  and  it  will  be  immaterial  whether 
we  send  the  dollars  or  the  stock;  so  that  it  will 
add  eventually  to  the  amount  of  our  capital  by 
retaining  the  money  if  about  to  go  abroad,  or  by 
getting  money  if  no  remittances  shall  become 
necessary.  It  will  draw  out.  says  the  gentleman, 
six  or  nine  millions  annually;  this  is  admitted; 
but  whenever  an  individual  finds  it  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  improving  his  estate  to  borrow 
money,  he  will  add  greatly  to  its  value,  although 
he  must  pay  interest  on  the  money  he  receives. 

Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  take  great  umbrage 
at  the  charge  of  "factious  opposition"  to  Gov- 
ernment; even  when  found  opposing  the  wisest 
measures,  which  depend  for  their  support  on  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  are  maintained  upon  ground  sus- 
ceptible of  demonstration;  and  they  tell  us  the 
majority  are  a  faction.  Sir,  the  true  definition 
of  faction  is  not  the  spirit  of  the  head  but  its 
members — a  real  majority  cannot  be  a  faction; 
there  may  be,  by  possibility,  an  accidental  pre- 
ponderance of  a  minority  for  a  season,  and  if  so. 
It  is  properly  speaking  a  faction  ;  but  if  we  look 
to  the  examples  of  the  wisest  nations  of  antiquity, 
we  find  no  instances  of  an  actual  majority  com- 
bining or  effecting  the  destruction  of  the  country, 
which  was  always  the  tendency  and  re>ult  of 
faction.  Greece,  for  example,  under  its  head  was 
irresistible.  But  the  factions  began  to  operate  on 
the  members  of  the  Confederacy  ;  jealousies,  in- 
testine commotions,  grew  out  of  their  intrigues, 
and  the  States  were  stimulated  by  Philip  to  civil 
war;  and  what  the  power  of  Xerxes  could  not 
effect  by  his  armies  when  Greece  was  united, 
was  produced  by  a  factious  spirit  in  the  States. 


beneath  which  the  grandeur  and  glory  of  the  Re- 
public fell.  The  example  of  Greece  is  fully  in 
our  view,  and  the  same  cause,  the  spirit  of  fac- 
tion in  the  members,  if  it  triumph  over  the  patri- 
otism of  the  people,  will  assuredly  precipitate  us 
into  similar  destruction.  For  the  safety  of  my 
country  and  the  last  hopes  of  liberty  on  earth.  I 
pray  that  this  great  national  calamity  may  be  for- 
ever averted. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  followed  by  Mr.  Shiprerd, 
of  \ew  York,  who  occupied  the  floor  till  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,  without  concluding  his 
speech  in  reply. 


Friday.  February  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jen?iing9.  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  so  amending  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
for  therelief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served 
in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  as  to  make 
provision,  by  law,  for  compensating  those  indi- 
viduals whose  horses  died  or  were  rendered  use- 
less in  consequence  of  wounds,  received  in  the 
battle  on  the  Wabash,  or  whose  property  was  de- 
stroyed in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

Mr.  Richardson,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  upon 
the  table  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  appointment  of  Admirals  in  the  IVavy  of 
the  United  States. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  Mr. 
Kelly's  petition,  contesting  the  election  of  T. 
K.  Harris,  a  member  from  Tennessee  ;  which, 
after  some  discussion,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  North  Carolina,  again  ordered  to  lie  on 
ttie  table. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Shipherd,  of  New  York,  concluded  his 
speech  against  the  Administration  and  its  mea- 
sures ;  the  whole  of  which  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman:  If  my  honorable  friend  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Hanson,)  as  he  observed,  felt  the 
task  too  great  to  follow  the  gentlemen,  who  had 
so  fully  and  so  ably  discussed  the  subject  before 
the  Committee.  I  trust  and  hope  that  a  recollec- 
tion of  what  has  transpired  since,  as  well  as  be- 
fore he  made  the  remark,  will  be  a  sufficient  apol- 
ogy in  the  mind  of  the  Committee,  if  the  argu- 
ment should  droop  in  my  possession.  It.  sir,  a 
genius  that  irradiates  and  efiibellishes  whatever 
it  touches,  approached  the  great  and  momentous 
question  with  awe,  surely  you  will  readily  pro- 
nounce a  lenient  judgment  upon  the  exertions  of 
the  humble  intellect,  that  engages  in  this  contest 
with  fearful  emotions  ;  that  from  no  passion  to  de- 
claim, no  vanity  of  public  show  enters  the  list, 
but  from  a  deep  sense,  a  solemn  conviction,  that 
the  bill  on  your  table  is  a  measure  replete  with 
ruinous  tendencies  to  the  best  interests  of  this 
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j  #iic<  happf  nation.    Yes,  sir,  a  sense  of  doty  has 

1  ^^nstraineij  me  to  take  the  floor,  and,  in  the  lan- 
i    ,;^aee  of  e"*postuUlion.  to  raise  my  warning  voice 
"liainst  a  rfieasure  calculated  to  produce  evils  the 
-Tost  dreaijjful.     Urged   by  considerations  so  se- 
)us  and  imperative,  I  cannot  be  silent;  and  al- 


roeasure;  bat  there  are  extrinsic  objects  which 
present  themselves  in  formidable  shapes,  and 
which,  I  am  of  opinion,  ought  to  prevent  its  pas- 
sage. 

F^irst.  By  crowding  the  market  in  such  rapid 
succeysion  with  loans — large  loans — you  cheapen 
^ouijh  I  i-jay  give  offence,  which  is  not  intended,  i  the  credit  of  your  Government,  and  too  obvious- 
irplei  anjl  delay,  which  is  not  my  object,  I  shall  )y  exhibit  your  poverty  and  dependence,  and  there- 
i<vite,  indeed  claim,  your  attention  while  the  op-  by  produce  a  re^ult  much  to  be  dreaded.  The 
i'rtunity  i;  permitted,  of  contending  for  ray  coun-  '  public  stock  will  depreciate  until  the  credit  of  the 
cv's  intere|it,  and  pleading  her  cause.  i  Government  is  ruined.     I  am  much  mistaken,  if 

;.v  With  thvse  feelings,  I  must  be  excused  if  1  pro-  |  this  mortifying  circumstance  is  not  already  in  be- 
)'ed,  notw^ithstanding  the  danger  ot  giving  of-  i  ing,  in  some  small  degree,  and  which  has  arisen 

And,  sir,  be- I  from  the  publicity  of  that  bill. 


f.'rnce  to  tl^  advocates  of  this  bill 
Ij'yre  your  attention  is  called  to  the  question  im- 
^■ediately  <under  consideration.  1  shall  ask  per- 
i^i}ission  to:  notice  a  few  remarks,  made  on  the 
ifiVrmy  bill,/by  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
jJMr.  MuRWREE.)  whom  1  very  much  respect  for 
i(iis  talentsiand  integrity,  and  who  in  debate  ob- 
.^Hjrved,  if  |my  doctrine  was  correct,  and  the  na- 
:^rpns  of  thy  earth  should  all  adopt  it,  there  would 
->e  no  mor^  wars  ;  and  because  there  would  not 
j»^,  inferreifl  that  I  must  be  incorrect  ;  and  the 
^^i^ong  emphasis  used  by  that  gentleman  evinced 
^^e  irium^ip  he  f«lt  in  a  supposed  victory  over  his 
||iptagonist>  who  had  advanced  opinions  against 
"ijjcages  on  uhich  depended  the  salvation  of  this 
J^untry.  feir,  the  consequences  drawn  from  ray 
VVemises  are  admitted  to  be  correct.  There  would 
m<r  no  more  wars,  tf  all  nations  adopted  what  has 
i,i*en  slated  by  me  as  the  only  true  doctrine. 
*  And  what  then  ?  Then,  sir,  there  would  be 
Jii-acel  Dteadful  dilemma  !  What  an  unpardon- 
^vble  heretic  the  man  must  be,  that  shall  venture 
;i^.  maintaui  an  argument  in  favor  of  principles, 
Ikhich  areaot  only  consistent  with  the  precepts 
♦r  the  Christian  religion,  but,  if  adopted,  would 
$cat  an  enc|  to  human  butchery,  and  destroy  the 
^.^ilitary  profe.ssioo  altogether  !  1  was  not  insent 
'^le  of  th?  risk  which  was  run.  in  making  the 
•jtmarks  that  provoked  the  argument  mentioned. 


While  loans  do  not  exceed  the  means  of  Gov- 
ernment, stock,  even  at  five  and  six  per  cent.,  is 
good  property,  and  is  subscribed  for  with  avidity  ; 
but  whenever  it  shall  overleap  the  resources  of 
the  nation  so  much,  that  payment  even  of  the  in- 
terest becomes  precarious,  it  is  bad  property  even 
at  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Sir,  no  nation  ought  ever  to  borrow  money  be- 
yond that  sura,  for  the  interest  of  which  at  least 
It  can  pledge  a  fund  as  security  to  the  holder  of 
the  scrip,  and  out  of  which  it  will  certainly  be 
paid.  By  so  doing  your  money  is  obtained  at  a 
low  interest.  These  pledges  of  public  faith  are 
too  much  like  your  life-and-sacred-honor  pledges; 
they  afford  no  security  to  those  who  may  wish  or 
be  interested  in  the  performance,  and  on  the  whole 
are  poor  stuff;  but  if  you  ask  for  no  more  than  can 
be  secured,  your  stock  goes  into  the  hands  of  sub- 
stantial capitalists  at  a  fair  price,  and  your  credit 
is  kept  good.  But.  sir,  go  on  in  this  way  a  little 
longer,  with  your  laws  to  borrow,  and  the  good 
faith  of  Government  the  only  pledge,  and  men  of 
capital  will  keep  aloof  from  your  paper;  and  if  it 
sells  at  all  it  will  go  into  the  hands  of  that  class 
of  citizens  who  are  ever  ready  to  risk,  not  their 
capital,  having  none,  but  their  personal  responsi- 
bility, by  buying  in,  below  whatever  is  hoped  may 
,  rise  to  par.  Can  gentlemen  feel  willing  that  the 
^i  was  expfected  that  my  observations  would  draw  '  public  paper  shall  be  bandied  about  through  the 
^)on  me  tl<e  sneer  and  scoff  of  the  sceptic,  and  I  hands  of  unprincipled    men,    whuse   touch  con- 


rhaps  th;-  censure  of  men  who  maintain  that 
ars  are  salutary,  and  tend  to  improve  the  con- 
HJition  of  man,  but  it  was  not  expected  the  honor- 
f.^le  gentleman  would  have  produced  such  an 
^^gument  iis  he  did. 
J  Sir,  I  dof  most  religiously  believe  the  time  is 
t  far  distant,  when  the  clarion  of  war  will  give 
ace  to  ihi;  voice  of  peace,  and  the  arms  of  the 
^  jarrior  w5l  form  the  ploughshare  and  pruning- 
rl*ook  of  tl*e  husbandman;  when  the  nations  of 
ipjie  earth  siiall  become  brethren,  and  be  linked  in 
■  fine  chain  ,}f  affection.  Is  there  a  gentleman  in 
jldis  Houseiihat  could  regret  the  approach  of  the 
l^ppy  tim  ?  Is  mere  a  benevolent  heart  in  God's 
»  Siiverse  b^t  would  throb  with  joy.  if  the  dawn 
£*t  that  proiiitious  day  was  beginning  to  bless  our 
•^orld  ?  Ty  us  much  for  the  argument  of  the  hon 
'eman  ;  and  now,  .\Ir.  Chairman,  you 
my  reasons  against  the  bill  on  your 


l^jrable  genal 
l^'iall  have'ji 


f>ble 
r.  My 


opposition  to   that   bill  does  not  consist 


Xyholly  in  Jhe  idea,  that  it  is  avowed  to  be  a  war 


laminates,  blights,  and  withers?  The  bonus  to 
be  given  for  this  lo%o  is  not  limited  ;  it  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  yoor  agent.  He  may  sell  your 
stock  at  a  discount,  which,  of  itself,  would  be 
proof  of  bankruptcy.  There  cannot  be  but  one 
consequence  of  such  improvidence — the  ruin  of 
your  credit;  and  if  gentlemen  expect  to  continue 
the  war,  and  satisfy  its  exigencies,  by  tempting 
the  cupidity  of  Jews  or  note-shaving  speculators, 
by  giving  eight,  ten,  and  perhaps  fifteen  per  cent^ 
interest,  or  if  they  expect  to  borrow  of  those  who 
borrow  of  the  banks  to  lend  them — borrow  at  low 
to  lend  on  high  interest — they  must  also  expect 
that  their  war  will  be  short;  and,  short  as  it  may 
be,  longer  than  the  resources  which  are  to  supply 
it  with  means.  And  if  any  one  expects  a  favor- 
able result,  he  must  feed  his  imagination  on 
dreams  that  will  never  be  realized.  , 

Say  what  you  will,  sir,  of  thesoundness  of  public 
faith  and  honesty,  let  the  public  be  deprived  of  the 
means  of  paying,  and  how  wiil  their  creditors  be 
satisfied?     They  will  not  take  their  pay  in  pub- 
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lie  faith.  Honesty,  however  valuable  with  means, 
is  of  no  importance  to  the  creditor  without. 
Money  lenders  wish  "'to  touch  something  solid." 
Give  them  a  guarantee,  and  you  save  the  bonus ; 
you  save  your  credit;  you  save  every  way. 

Should  this  bill  pass,  i^ir.  and  your  stock  not  be 
purchased  at  all,  the  public  credit  would  suffer 
extremely — the  stock  of  the  other  loans  will  sink, 
to  the  ruin  of  the  owners.  Well,  sir,  is  there  uo 
danger  of  such  an  event;  or  do  gentlemen  flatter 
themselves  that  they  can  go  on  forever  borrowing 
money,  without  a  cent  to  pay  it — without  any 
fund  f^rora  whence  it  can  hereafter  be  drawn  ? 
If  they  do  they  must  be  disappointed;  high  inter- 
est must  lose  its  influence  where  there  is  great 
danger  that  neither  that  or  the  principal  will  be 
paid.  There  is  another  evil  much  to  be  dreaded 
from  these  loans,  bottomed  on  public  faith.  If 
they  are  taken  up  they  endanger  the  banks;  this 
effect  has  already  been  produced  with  those  from 
which  the  money  for  the  former  loans  was  drawn  ; 
distrust  excited  vigilance,  and  hence  the  specie 
of  the  Union  was  suddenly  put  in  motiun.  Let 
one  bank  of  extensive  business  fail,  and  the  whole 
moneyed  world  would  tremble  like  an  earthquake. 

It  is  iaid  we  can  pay  the  interest  of  our  loans, 
and  the  principal  may  lie  unpaid  for  a  long  time. 
By  what  means,  sir,  is  this  interest  to  be  paid  ? 
Yuur  commerce,  from  whence  you  derived  a 
princely  revenue,  is  no  more.  With  your  wars, 
non-inlercourses,  non-imporiations,  and  embar- 
goes, you  have  dried  up  the  abundant  sources  of 
income.  It  is  true,  notwithstanding  the  silly,  un- 
natural, and  ruinous  experiments  which  have 
been  made  with  the  commerce  of  the  Union,  by 
the  vigor  of  its  Constitution,  by  the  abundant 
strength  it  had  acquired  under  Federal  nurture, 
although  smitten  and  wounded,  it  still  was  ena- 
bled to  feed  the  mouth  that  traduced,  and  fill  the 
hand  that  smote  it.  The  last  bold  and  deadly 
blow  has  ended  its  existence;  all  hopes  of  reve- 
nue from  this  once  productive  source  must  be 
abandoned;  our  last  suicidal  act  hasaccomplished 
the  great  object — not  of  starving  the  enemy,  but 
of  impoverishing  ourselves. 

England,  say  gentlemen,  borrows  money,  and 
yet  their  credit  is  not  impaired.  Yes,  sir,  Eng- 
land borrows  money  witliout  jeopardizing  her 
credit ;  and,  if  we  would  learn  wisdom  by  exam- 
ple, we  might  do  the  same.  Too  proud  to  copy. 
we  prefer  a  new  policy,  although  engendered  in 
moon-smitten  brains,  to  the  old.  which  experience 
has  consecrated.  England  cherishes  her  com- 
merce, and.  in  time  of  war,  so  far  from  abandon- 
ing, she  doubles  her  patronage,  convoys  her  ves- 
sels to  the  most  distant  climes,  bestows  every 
needed  assistance,  and.  as  a  remuneration,  the 
Governmental  coffers  are  filled  with  money.  We 
might  have  done  the  same,  and  we,  loo,  should 
be  amply  indemnified.  But  no,  we  will  only 
imitate  England  in  her  worst  examples — exam- 
ples of  folly — and  instead  of  adopting  those  wliicii 
would  have  a  beneficial  eff-xt,  in  order  to  make 
all  of  a  piece,  we  must  have  all  wrong. 

Will  gentlemen  venture  a  system  of  taxation, 
commensurate  with  the  constantly  accruing 
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claims  for  interest  and  instalments  of  their  nu- 
merous and  large  debts?  Sir.  the  people  will 
not  submit  to  the  unusual  and  oppressive  burdens 
which  taxation,  equal  to  the  object,  would  im- 
pose. They  will  seek  in  vain  for  a  cordial  com- 
pliance with  such  heavy  requisitions,  in  the  pat- 
riotism and  loyalty  of  its  citizens.  Such  expec- 
tations from  a  free  |)eople,  long  exempted  from 
burdens,  must  arise  in  a  mistaken  opinion,  that 
the  patriotic  spirit  which  animates  the  body  pol- 
itic is  superhuman.  I  do  not  mean  to  doubt  either 
the  patriotism  or  loyalty  of  my  countrymen  in  a 
reasonable  degree ;  bull  beseech  gentlemen  not 
to  calculate  for  too  much. 

Love  of  country  must  and  will  depend  upon 
the  reciprocation  of  benefits  by  the  rulers  of  the 
country.  Do  well  by  your  citizens,  if  you  intend 
to  obtain  a  prompt  and  effectual  support.  Prove, 
sir,  by  your  measures,  a  sincere  desire  to  perpe- 
tuate the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  protect  the  in- 
terest of  your  country,  and  you  will  then  find  in 
the  affectionate  liberality  of  ihe  people  means  to 
answer  all  the  exigencies  of  Government.  You 
may  for  a  while  delude  them,  and  by  your  slight 
of  hand,  your  legerdemain,  impose  upon  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  majority,  but  the  moment 
yuur  trick  is  discovered,  you  must  be  treated  like 
other  impostors,  with  their  execration,  if  you  ven- 
ture to  deceive  tliem. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  suppose  our  means  to  secure 
the  payment  of  all  these  loans  were  ample,  and 
thereby  our  credit  was  at  par;  where  can  be  the 
policy  of  loading,  not  only  the  present,  but  unborn 
generations  with  debt?  If  we  profess  so  much 
patriotism,  let  us  evince  it  by  our  practice,  act 
like  wise  and  prudent  politicians,  sacredly  regard 
the  high  trusis  the  people  have  placed  in  our 
hands  for  themselves  and  their  posterity.  Let  us 
beware  we  do  not  attach  to  our  memories  ihe 
curses  of  tliose  who  are  to  follow  us.  The  bane- 
ful effects  of  these  indiscreet  acts  may  be  felt  for 
centuries,  and  honesty  and  common  philanthropy 
forbid  experiments  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  future  meu  of  the  Union.  Sir.  we  are  loudly 
admonislied  to  hesitate  and  reflect  well  before  we 
plunge  down  the  precipice.  As  we  value  and 
would  cherish  the  union  of  the  Stales,  din?  to 
the  Consiuution,  and  preserve  the  country  from 
revolution  and  civil  war,  it  behooves  us  to  avoid 
loading  the  nation  with  debt.  The  example  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  dangerous  to  follow  in 
this  respect ;  the  different  nature  of  her  Govern- 
ment renders  those  examples  hazardous  to  be 
pursued.  The  unity  of  her  Government,  its  con- 
solidated strength,  enables  her  to  bear  vastly  more 
than  this  nation  will  ever  consent  to  stand  under ; 
divided  into  separate  States,  any  four  or  five  of 
which  might  form  a  General  Government,  only 
load  the  people,  until  they  stagger  with  the  weight, 
and  they  will  throw  off  their  burden  and  seek 
their  emancipation,  by  cutting  the  bands  which, 
though  once  pleasant,  will  then  be  thought  intol- 
erable. And.  sir,  ihe  debt  will  be  more  odious 
when  the  induceineuts  to  create  it  are  remember- 
ed. It  requires  but  common  sagacity  to  perceive, 
that   when   the  factious  necessity    of  loans  and 
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before  said,  and  now  say.  if  the  eyil  exists,  the 
Governnieni  have  been  remiss  in  omitting  to  pro- 
vide a  sufficient  maritime  force  to  convoy  our 
vessels,  and  resist  the  aggressions.  However,  let 
it  be  remembered  that  the  British  Government 
pretend  to  no  such  right;  they  justify  no  such 
conduct  in  the  subjects  of  the  King;  and  if  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  are  accurately  under- 
stood, the  war  is  continued  for  no  sucli  cause. 
The  bone  of  contention  is  the  claim  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  to  take  from  merchant  neutral  ves- 
ican  el  tMe  oblijations  of  folly,  and  redeem  the  sels.  in  time  of  war,  their  own  subject-.,  whether 
tdges  of  J  rofligacy,  made  in  the  delirium  of  re-  ',  naturalized  in  a  neutral  country  or  not 


i^es  shall  ibe  discovered,  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
J*)ment  shall  retire,  sober  reflection  resume  the 
Jp^nd,  thai  ft  will  be  known  with  what  prodigal- 
jy  the  ino^ey  of  the  nation  has  been  lavished, 
S|d  how  catJselessly  it  has  been  involved  in  debt, 
''he  peoplt'^must  sooner  or  later  learn  that  the 
ivirplus  frujts  of  severe  labor  will  be  required 
^Xdually  CO  diminish  that  debt.  An  elevated 
Aiise  of  ju'tice  and  moral  obligation  alone  will 
f  i'n  induce  them  to  drudge  on  through  life,  de- 
ijved  of  tl»e  comforts,  luxuries,  and  elegancies, 


'■(itment,  ajid  goaded  on  by  the  thirst  of  revenue, 
|or  injurie*wliich  existed  more  in  the  heat  of  dis- 
ipered  f^cy  than  in  reality  ;  more  especially 
It  wilt  J)e  known  on  what  dis-advantageous 
^esrms  the  lebt  has  been  contracted.     Certainly 


For  those  seamen  are  we  figliting,  and  I  am 
happy,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  to  have  the  au- 
thority of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Jackso.n)  to  assert,  that  few  indeed  must 
be  the  number  which  has  cost  us  much  calamity, 


if.  if  we  dispassionately  examine  this  subject,  we  I  much  suffering.     That   gentleman    frankly   ad 
l»all   and  fcught  to  fear  that  the  people,  rather  :  mitted  that  few  seamen  were  naturalized  in  this 
5an  be  dcf)med.  with  their  descendants,  to  pay  |  country;  the  nature  of  the  case  proves  the  cor- 
hat   wasTat  lea«t   indiscreetly  contracted,  wi" 


)irler  thei»  Uniop  for  a  release  in  full,  and  aban- 
Ipn  their  jrreditcjrs,  obligations,  allegiance,  and 
fnion,  by  hne  bold  stroke. 
f.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  all  that  has  been  said  is  un- 
•^ubstantialj  yet  there  is  another  ground  which 
jjertainly   i,^  tenable;    and  although  the  reasons 


rectness  of  the  siateraent  of  the  gentleman.  For- 
eigners must  reside  in  our  country  five  years  be- 
fore they  can  become  citizens,  and  seamen  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  residing  on  shore.  We  ought 
to  presume  that  but  few  are  naturalized,  and  still 
fewer,  of  course,  are  impressed. 

This   consideration   most    indubitably    proves, 


•'Which  mas  be  o()"ered  shall  fail  to  convince  the  '  <hat  if  the  error  was  truth,  that  we  are  bound  to 
Vtlvocates  M  the j bill  of  their  error,  they  will  at  \  protect  such  citizens  on  the  ocean  as  well  as  by 

land,  and  avenge  the  invasion  of  their  rights  ;  that 


^4ast  leavejthe  ccsnsoling  impression  on 
^^at  they  taught  j  to  convince;  and,  il 
Visfve  discharged  inv  duty  in  offering  tl 


my  mind 

herefore,  I 

them  to  the 


lummitted. 


•^  I  This  money,  if  boriowed.  is  to  be  api)ropriated 


but  very  few  of  that  description  of  seamen  have 
been  impressed.  Admiitiiig,  however,  that  the 
number  was  tnucli  greater,  the  question  then  oc- 
curs, are  we  under  any  obligation  to  protect  them. 


^6  the  furtier  prosecution  of  an  unjust,  impolitic.  :  wlien  their  allegiance  to  us  ceases  beyond  our 
«»?lid  unhalfcwed  war;  if,  therefore,  I  had  no  other  I  jurisdictional  line?  Protection  and  allegiance  go 
♦t.»{jjection.  JI  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  consistent  '  hand  in  hand,  and  who  will  pretend  that  a  sailor 
l^iiih  mv  feelings;  and  I  design  to  vote  for  no  1  on  t'le  ocean,  or  in  a  foreign  port,  owes  allegiance 
*ffteasure' wjliich  i» avowed  an  auxiliary  to  the  war.  1  to  our  Government?  Whoever  does,  pretends 
»'  Mr.Chairman,"  possessing  the  feelings  and  views  without  reason.  The  right  to  emigrate  is  warmly 
ij(  this  sut^ect  that  I  do,  I  need  not  examine  the  contended  over  the  way.  If  a  subject  of  a  foreign 
Scauses  of  ihe  war.  On  a  former  occasion,  I  at-  '  prince  has  a  good  right  to  emigrate  from  his  na- 
I'lempled  tc  prove  that  no  cause  could  justify  an  !  t'''*?  country,  a  fortiori,  he  has  a  good  right  to 
^offensive  tvar;  be  the  cause,  therefore,  what  u  Unnigrate  from  his  adopted.  If  he  can  come  here 
%ruay,  I  w\\\  not  jend  my  aid  to  continue  its  prose-  '  and  be  naturalized,  and  temporarily  at  least  lay 
"•cution.  L  shall  pnly  here  remark,  that  the  prin- '  a^'^e  his  native  allegiance,  no  one  can  with  reason 
•aipal  caus*  allegied  ceased  directly  after  the  war  '  d«^ny  his  right  to  go  back  and  resume  it.  If  so, 
^was  declared  ;  when  the  news  arrived,  the  people  I  what  becomes  of  this  more  than  native  allegiance  ? 
I^attered  liiemseives  with  deceptive  hopes,  that  1  Sir,  the  position  contended  for  by  our  Adminis- 
^\(ie  Administration,  being  governed  by  the  prin-  j  tration  will  not  bear  the  touch  of  reason  or  argu- 
.«>4ples  tha?"  generally  actuate  public  men,  would  I  nient.  I  understand  the  laws  of  nations  to  inter- 
leave put  i^n  end  to  hostilities  before  much  blood  |  ^'Ct  expatriation;  and  although  a  subject  may 
J  tvas  shed.;.  But  as  one  cause  is  taken  away,  ano-  emigrate,  he  nevertheless  is  under  obligation  in 
J  ther,  whi(fc  was  esteemed  of  far  less  consequence.  I  I'tne  of  war,  if  required,  to  return  to  the  country 
«j»s  made  ko  posjess  vast  importance.  The  jm-  '•'*' g^*'*  ^"na  birth.  This  is  a  riglit  claimed  by 
^^ressmentjof  seamen  is  now.  as  has  been  almost  j  all  civilized  nations,  and  probably   not  disputed. 


|pfrom  the  J)eginniug.  the  ostensible  cause  of  hos 
^jilities.  Ijiere.  sir.  I  wish  to  be  understood  as  say- 
yjng,  that  \p  every  iii>tance  where  our  native  sea- 
■^inen  have^been  {rapressed,  I  join  the  minority  in 
~  jpronounc'^og  thf  deed  execrable,  and  the  perpe- 
^iraiors  or;  abettjors  deserving  of  severe   punish- 

J^ent.  Ajid  as;  much  as  any  man,  I  feel  the 
,  jitrongesi  jncigtjation  towards  men  so  lost  to  a 
l^icnse  of  l^manity  and  common  justice,    I  hare 


until  it  Avas  found  to  be  a  convenient  subject  of 
controversy  with  Great  Britmn, 

Sir.  I  sliall  leave  the  further  discussion  of  this 
question  to  other  gentlemen,  or  to  another  sub- 
ject, and  shall  only  say,  it  appears  very  foolish 
10  contend  for  a  principle,  which,  if  we  could  now 
compel  our  enemy  to  acknowledge,  would  be 
planting  the  seed  of  perpetual  wars  between  us 
and   the  commercial    nations  of   Europe,    and 
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would,  in  other  respects,  be  sadly  against  our 
interest  as  a  navigating  nation.  But  the  Euro- 
pean nations  will  never  be  flogged  into  a  belief 
that  we  are  rijht ;  they  know  their  own  interests 
too  well  to  yield  to  our  demands  ;  we  must,  there- 
fore, either  abandon  this  Executive  phantom  or 
doom  our  country  to  everlasting  hostilities.  No- 
thing can  discover  a  more  deranged  state  of  the 
public  mind  than  to  see  native  American  blood 
flowing,  to  defeat  the  legitimate  claims  of  a  Sov- 
ereign to  his  subject,  and  to  maintain  principles 
which  I  should  much  regret  to  see  settled  as  a 
part  of  national  law. 

If  our  adopted  citizens  stay  within  our  territo- 
ry, il  is  admitted  we  are  bound  to  protect  them, 
and.  by  the  act  of  naturalization,  they  are  entitled 
to  participate  in  all  the  blessings  of  our  free  Gov- 
ernment; but  if  they  will  risk  themselves  on  the 
ocean,  where  all  nations  have  an  equal  common 
right,  they  must,  and  ought  to  expect,  to  take 
care  for  all  consequences,  whatever  they  may  be. 
If  we  are  to  protect  them  there,  the  naturaliza- 
tion law  will  be  a  sore  thing  to  us.  Rivers  of 
native  blood,  and  millions  of  wealth  must  be 
wasted  lo  protect  a  few  score  of  men,  whose  ser- 
vices can  be  but  of  little  value  to  our  country — 
men  who,  for  a  better  price,  would  abandon  us 
on  the  first  fair  occasion.  It  cannot  be  denied, 
that  a  vast  portion  of  the  foreign  seamen  hare 
obtained  protections  as  native  Americans,  by  the 
perjury  of  their  companions,  and  for  such  men 
our  country  and  its  citizens  must  be  devoted — 
immolated. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  inquire  who  are  the  men  that 
most  loudly  complain  for  the  violation  of  '"sail- 
ors' rigiils  and  free  trade,"  Merchants?  No. 
Those  concerned  in  navigation,  the  only  employ- 
ers of  sailors?  No;  but  men  who  rarely  ever 
saw  a  ship  or  .sailor.  These  men,  who  have  not. 
nor  ever  will  have  any  concern  with  foreign  com- 
merce or  navigation,  not  only  feel  the  most  ag- 
grieved by  the  impressments,  but,  strange  lo  tell, 
they  seem  to  know  much  more  about  the  number 
and  circumstances  of  the  impressed,  than  the  very 
men  who  own  the  ships  and  employ  the  hands, 
and  we  are  considered  guilty  of  a  barbarous  in- 
credulity if  we  doubt  the  testimony  of  those  gen- 
tlemen, when  opposed  to  the  evidence  of  men  who 
employ  the  sailors,  and  who  live  in  the  great 
commercial  cities  of  the  Union, 

Gentlemen  from  the  interior  possess  amazing 
tenderness — they  profess  to  (eel  a  melting  sym- 
pathy for  their  sufferings,  and  burn  with  indigna- 
tion to  avenge  their  wrongs,  while  the  North  and 
East,  who  employ  nine-tenths  of  the  sailors  of 
the  Union,  are  so  hard  they  cannot  feel  for.  and 
so  blind  ihey  cannot  perceive  those  mighty 
wrongs  and  agonies  so  pathetically  described  on 
the  other  side,  of  the  suffering  sailors  kidnapped 
by  the  unrelenting  Brrtons.  There  is  good  reason 
why  they  neither  feel  nor  see.  The  evils  com- 
plained of  exist  chiefly  in  the  distempered  imagi- 
natiun  of  party  zealots,  are  seen  with  jaundiced 
eyes — hence,  men  with  good  sight  and  cool  heads 
are  not  be>et  with  these  piiantums. 

Mr.  Chairman,   I   have  pointed  out  the  men 


who  arc   fighting   for  '"free   trade  and   sailors' 
rights,"  and  I  have  shown  you   the  men  whom 
!  gentlemen  charge  as  being  the  enemies  of  both. 
I  Who  are  the  former  ?    Men  who  have  no  irame- 
'  diaie  interest  in  the  subject  of  controversy.  Who 
I  are    the    latter?     Men    who   have  acquired   the 
support  of   themselves,   their   very   subsistence, 
their  wealth,  by  ships  and  by  sailors.     The  for- 
1  mer  must  have  no  experimental  knowledge — the 
latter  perfectly  acquainted  with  every  rainuti^^ 
The  very  sailors,  sir.  for  whose  grievances  you 
continue  the  war,  I  venture  to  say,  have  been, 
I  and  still  are,  opposed  to  your  policy.     They,  like 
[  other  men,  must  regard  their  interests,  so  far  as 
I  to  value  the  services  from  whence  they  obtain  a 
subsistence.     They  can   have  no  greater  fancy 
I  for  a  system  of  starvation  than  other  men.     It  is 
j  true,  in  profession,  you  are  securing  to  them  ira- 
j  portant  rights;  but  in  practice,  you  are  annihila- 
'  tinrj  the  occupation   for  which  they  are  only  fit- 
ted ;  you  have  "  taken  away  that  on  which  they 
!  live  ;'^ou  have  robbed  them  of  their  bread,    Be- 
j  fore  the  war  was  declared,  before  any  of   those 
j  abominable    restrictions    which    have    maimed, 
j  crippled,  and  annihilated  our  navigation,  were 
fastened  upon  it,  the  sailors  whose  interests  lie 
1  so  near  the  hearts  of  the  majority,  notwiihsiand- 
j  ing  the  dangers   of  impressment,   had    not  the 
least  inclination  to  abandon  the  ocean  ;  the  high 
I  wages  allowed  tdem   ail   the  support,  all  the  af- 
I  fluence,  the  heart  of  a  sailor  desires — food,  clothes. 
I  grog,  and  tobacco.     How  is  it  now,  sir?  in  re- 
i  dressing  their  wrongs,  you   have  destroyed  their 
;  rights.     They  have  been,  and  still  are,  compelled 
i  to  pine  in  want  on  your  shores,  live  on  charity, 
or  seek  that  employment  and  subsistence,  which 
I  their  country  has  denied  them,  in  the  vessels  of 
j  the  enemy  ;  yes,  sir,  thousands  of  the  very  men 
I  whose    supposed    injuries    have    produced    such 
I  calamities  to  this  nation,  have  sought  employ- 
'  ment  from   the   nation   whose  barbarity,  as  pre- 
j  tended,  fills  the  sailor's   heart  with  terror  and 
!  dismay. 

i  You  will  perceive,  sir.  the  effect  of  your  offi- 
]  cious  benevolence  to  the  American  tars,  you 
j  must  perceive  the  melancholy  fruits  of  your 
I  overweening  fondness  to  intermeddle  with  a  con- 
'  cern  you  neither  understood  or  regarded.  There 
IS  no  fiction  here;  the  facts  are  true. 

Can  you,  then,  sir,  wish  any  stronger  evidence 
of  the  impolicy  of  your  measures,  than  to  see 
the  foundation  of  your  resentments  pronounced — 
practically  pronounced — fictitious;  the  merchant 
struggling,  notwithstanding  restrictions,  to  gain 
the  element  where  the  Government  pronounced 
his  interests  in  jeopardy,  and  preferring  the  risk 
to  the  safety  you  tender  him  ?  The  sailor,  whose 
cause  It  is  said  we  are  fighting,  seeking  protec- 
tion, employment,  and  support  from  his  despoiler? 
Sir.  who  can  be  so  blind  as  to  believe  your 
professions  sincere?  that  you  have  laid  your  re- 
strictions upon  commerce  from  a  friendship  to 
that  commerce  ;  that  you  have  declared  war  from 
a  sincere  desire  to  benefit  the  sailor,  or  the  em- 
ployment by  which  he  lives?  Experiments  are 
not   green  ;  genileuien   roust   have   learned   the 
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seful  effects  of  iheir  policy  long  before  the  war 
A^jj  declareclj  and  the  opinions  of  men  who  best 


sort,  and  from  thence  obtain  the  fruits  of  expe- 
rience,  opinions   founded   on    practice,   and  lay 


ion,  but  the  argument  requires  not  that  it  should 
be  expressed. 

When  the  war  was   declared,  the  wrongs  for 
which   we  are   fighting    England    exi>ted    unre- 


ka^}w,  and  a|e  moat  interested,  in  giving  correct  :  aside  the  visionary  theories  that  haunt  the  brains 
ifiprraation.  i  of  political  innovators. 

4tt  is  a  trijth.  sir,  no  one  can  contradict,  that  !      Much  as  gentlemen   may  boast  of  their  love 

tiji  party  in  ^ower   have  ever  been   the  foes  of  j  of  the  sailors' and  merchants'  rights;    much  as 

c*iainerce,  navigation,  and  all  their  appendages,     they  contend   for  "free  trade,"  the  whole   have 

I^^m  Mr.  Jefferson  down,  the  benefit  of  aban-    suffered  more  loss  and  privation  from  those  laws, 

gjoing  the  bcean    has    been    constantly    urged,    enacted  professedly  to  protect  their  interest,  than 

I^ing  have  :tiey  contended  that  our  true  policy    they  would  have  done  for  half  a  century  from 

cjosisted  in  »eaving  altogether  the  carrying  even     the  Britisii.  adopting  the  periods  of  the  greatest 

c^  #)ur  own  ijroductions  to  the  carriers  of  Europe,    spoliations  as  the  data  ot  calculation. 

sXi   become' terrapins.     Indeed   the  object  was!      Mr.  Chairman.  I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  for 

entertained  yilh  so   much  fondness  by  the  late  \  another  reason.     It  must  be  unsafe  to  intrust  in 

I^'^sident,  thuit  in   the  raptures  of  prophetic  vis-  t  the  hands  of  men  who  have  exercised  their  pow- 

;ifa.  his  Btroii^  passion  burst  forth  while  descri-    ers    with    the    most   palpable   partiality  towards 

jbiajg   the  gli^rious  day  "when   the  planter  and  j  the    two   great   belligerents;    whether    this    has 

^n^jfiufacturej  should    be    seated    side    by  side."  !  been  done  with  good   or   ill   intentions,  need  not 

;/  r^.  sir,  this  pleasing  mania  is   by  no  means  j  now  be  determined.     It  is  sufficient  for  me  if  so 

c   iifinc'l  to  'jiat  great  inventor  of  modern  hydro-    is  the  fact.     To  be  sure  I  have  formed  an  opin- 

f  iiibia.     Tli^e  last   Message  of  the  President  to 

t   iji  House  |tt  the  opening  of  the  session,  after 

r    lounling   i,he  spiendid  victories  and   splendid 

f  inures  of  tjje  last  campaign,  congratulates  us 

U  fs/n  one  glcjrious  advantage  gained  by  the  war,  |  dressed  against  FratTce.  in  a  much  greater  or 
t|.it  the  people  have  been  driven  from  commerce  more  aggravated  degree.  Their  decrees,  which 
l«  jnanufaciiries  ;  that  our  losses  and  disasters  j  iiad  made  such  merciless  havoc  among  our  ves- 
C(<  overbaliijiced  by  this  acquisition.  This,  al-  |  sels  and  sailors,  it  is  true,  were  repealed,  but  no 
lt()Ugh  not  i#  literal  quotation  from  the  Message,  I  atonement,  no  reparation,  haJ  been  offered  or  ob- 
i  '  Its  only  Of,vious  meaning.  I  lained    for   the   injuries    they   had   produced.     If 

j\n  honorable  colleague  of  mine  (Mr.  Tay-  war  was  necessary  against  England,  why  in  the 
,  j^)  some  jime  iince  availed  himself  of  this  \  name  of  justice  was  France  exempted  from  the 
I  r<t,  when  >5peakiijg  of  the  army  bill,  and  deliv-  j  vengeance  of  our  injured,  despoiled,  and  insulted 
<  r<jd  us  a  co^nment  upon  it  to  enforce  the  truth    people? 

f  I   the  Presijlenl's  siaiement.     I  need  not  multi-        Need  I  mention  the  decrees,  by  the  authority 
^  ]f  proof  tl^^t  the  party  in  power,  from  the  be-  |  of  which  uur  property  was  confiscated,  because 
;  .^ning,   have    been    the   acknowledged   foe   of    the  vessel  had  been  spoken  with  by  the  British  ? 
f'  tiiomerce  and  navigation.     Wliat  blind  infatu-  '  Need    I  mention  that  unprecedented  outrage  of 
iton,  lhen..;musi   bewilder  the   mind   that  can    all   principle  and   right,  a  decree  made  with  an 
eiieve  this  *.var  was  declared  to  maintain  '•  Sail-    ex  postfacto  sweep,  so  as  to  catch  in  the  infernal 
Tf'  rights  ajid  frei*  trade  ?"'  {  net  of  confiscation  a  large  American  fleet,  in  the 

,  .To  rebut  the  proofs  of  the  impolicy  of  Demo-    ports  of  France,  of  immense  value?  Need  I  men- 
ritic  meas-ures  derived   from   the  opinion  and     tion  the  impres^sment  of  our  seamen,  burning  of 
irlictice  of-raerctiants,  it  is  said  there   are   no  |  our  vessels,  imprisoning  and  starving  their  crews, 
.aftriols,  buii  their  affection  fixed  on  their  money-  i  by  the  French  ?     Need   I   mention  the  insulting 
liking  bu:iness,  :their  hearts  and  feelings  are  .letters  of  the  Due  de  Caxlore,  a   Turreau,  and 
(nt  warmetj  with;  the  generous  patriotic  glow,  <  others  ?     Need  I   inenijon  the  shameful  conceal- 
Jcil  therefote  their  testimony  is  not  to  be  relied  i  ment  of  the   repealing  decree,  until  it  was  well 
4i|,     Well,  jir,  if  this  was  really  true;  if  patriot-    known  in  France,  that  we  really  designed  to  de- 
mia  is  a  plaet  of  iuch  rare  growth  tliat  it  cannot  I  dare  war  against  Great  Britain  7     The>e  are  all 
fltfurish   bu»  near  the  heal  of  a  tropical  sun,  or  '  old  and   well-known   truths,  but  they  are  no  less 
%^   remove^  from   the  blighting  sea  breeze;  if  |  applicable  or  authentic   on   account  of  age   or 
lur  raercliafits  of  the  North  do  not  possess  this  I  publicity.     They  still  exist  as  truths,  and  they 
rjand.  sun-*)irnec  jiatriotism.  yet  they  have  some  |  still  speak  a  language  which  cannot  be  misunder- 
stood.    From  all  these  facts,  sir.  an  inference  re- 
sults as  certain,  as  conclusive,  as  the  demonstra- 
tion of  mathematics.     It  is  in   vain  to  attempt 


I 


igard  to  ll^ir  intseresis,  and  from  those  interests 


^vf  are  lo  expect  a  correct  statement.     If  meas- 

cjfcs  are  to|  be  adopted  for  their  benefit,  nothing 

^•ifo  be  mo;<e  fit  or  natural  than  that  they  who  '  giving  any  other  construction    to   such    prom'i- 

|)*st  know  ttheir  interests,  and  who  will  declare  I  nent,  indubitable  transactions.  Conviction  flashes 


t 

ilfc  truth  t(4  promote  them,  should  be  consulted 

|i|d  their  ajdvice  adopted.     Learn  their  interest, 

►t^d   you  It^rn   the  interest  of  the  sailor  and  of 

tiftvigation.;   Who,  then,  sir,   but    perceives  the 

,unting-ht4use  to  be  the  most  authentic  source 

'  inforraaAon.     To  that  ought  tlie  Legislature 

ni^hen  abouj  to  enact  laws  on  this  subject  to  re- 


froiu  ihern  to  the  unprejudiced  mind,  and  they 
speak  a  language  too  loud  not  to  be  heard,  too 
plain  not  to  be  understood;  sophistry  and  quib- 
ble lose  their  wonted  efficacy  when  opposed  to 
demonstaalion  so  perspicuous,  so  cogent. 

It  must  create  some  surprise  that  gentlemen 
can  acknowledge,  (and  many  if  not  all  of  them 
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do  acknowledge  the  existence  of  these  outrages.) 
and  yet  argue  or  pretend  that  the  conduct  of 
Government  has  been  fair  and  impartial. 

If  England  had  really  been  guilty  of  all  the 
crimes  imputed  to  her,  it  is  too  evident  to  be  de- 
nied, that  France  was  incomparably  more  guilty. 
I  challenge  gentlemen  to  show  an  instance  of 
British  aggression  to  be  compared,  in  turpitude, 
with  the  French  burnings  and  confiscations  ;  or, 
insult  in  the  whole  British  diplomacy,  for  un- 
blushing impudence,  to  be  compared  with  the 
letters  of  Champagny,  Cadore,  and  Turreau. 
Why.  then,  I  again  ask  should  we  discriminate  ? 
There  was  no  justifiaole  cause.  With  France 
we  had  a  treaty,  which  was  violated  ;  with  Eng- 
land, none. 

If  the  Government  honestly  believed  it  was 
good  policy  to  spare  France  and  fight  England, 
why  has  France  been  spared  on  paper  ?  We  have 
too  many  satnples  of  the  ability  of  the  Adminis- 
tration to  scold,  to  believe  its  silence  in  relation 
to  the  numerous  and  continued  injuries  and  in- 
justice she  had  done  us,  originated  in  any  want 
of  capacity  to  complain,  and  denounce  with  skill. 
Yet  it  is  a  fact  that  these  enormities  and  insuffer- 
able outrages  have  passed  in  complacent  silence, 
save  now  and  then  a  gentle  murmur  breathed  in 
suppliant  tone,  by  our  Ministers  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  or  now  and  then  a  sentence  from  the 
palace  to  this  House. 

It  is  a  truth  degrading  and  disgraceful  to  the 
American  Government  and  nation,  that  the  same 
Messages  which  have  been  replete  with  anathe- 
mas against  England,  have  contained  but  a  sin- 
gle short  five-line  paragraph,  and  that  "  soft  as 
the  kindest  note  of  love"  against  France  :  "That 
she  had  not  in  every  respect  behaved  quite  as 
she  ought  to.  but  all  would  be  arranged  agreea- 
bly to  our  mutual  wishes,  and  shortly  the  two 
nations  would  be  on  the  best  terms  of  amity." 
Or  that  "  the  Emperor  had  gone  to  his  wars, and 
of  course  no  opportunity  had  yet  offered  to  settle 
the  little  difference  between  us."  This  is  the 
kind  of  complaint,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  for  many 
years  past  has  been  made  against  a  nation  from 
whom  we  were  enduring  every  wrong  which  it 
had  power  to  perpetrate. 

But,  if  possible,  let  us  suppose  all  this  had  been 
done  by  our  Government  from  the  best  of  mo- 
tives. It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  declaration 
of  war  against  England  was  calculated,  if  not 
intended  to  aid  France  in  the  great  career  of 
universal  dominion.  The  nations  of  Europe  had 
bowed  to  the  monster,  wore  his  chains,  or  were 
fascinated  by  his  spells.  The  "fast-anchored 
isle,"  alone  faithful  to  her  own  aud  the  libertres 
of  the  world,  was  then,  as  appeared  to  human 
sight,  "the  world's  last  hope."  And  the  declara- 
tion of  war  must  necessarily  tend  to  take  away 
that. 

It  could  not  escape  the  perceptions  of  the 
advocates  of  the  war,  that  if  we  were  capable 
of  weakening  England,  we  should  strengthen 
France.  Every  blow  we  gave  her  was  a  blow 
to  promote  the  slavery  of  the  world.  It  in  real- 
ity, sir,  was  forming  an  alliance  with  the  French 


Emperor.  We  were  doing  all  he  asked.  Only 
fight  his  battles,  and  he  would  consent  that  we 
should  give  a  name  to  the  relation  in  which  we 
stood.  The  practical  effect,  and  not  the  name, 
was  important  in  the  mind  of  the  tyrant.  This 
objection,  if  alone,  was  sufficient  to  prevent  a 
declaration  of  war  against  a  nation  who  had 
stood  single-handed  the  shield  of  mankind  ;  and 
at  that  time  the  power  and  attitude  of  Bonaparte 
threatened  subjugation  to  the  civilized  world. 
The  British  fleet  seemed  the  only  barrier  to 
check  his  progress  in  his  ambitious  and  sangui- 
nary career  to  a  despotism  of  the  globe.  For  it 
will  be  remembered  that  then  the  Emperor  Al- 
exander had  not  hunted  him  from  the  regions  of 
snow;  had  not  chased  him  with  scorpion  whip, 
in  disgrace  and  dismay,  back  to  his  country. 
No,  sir,  he  had  not;  but  if  he  had,  confident  I 
am,  that  this  war  would  not  have  been  declared. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  sir,  that  I  do  believe,  not 
only  too  friendly  an  intimacy  with  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  but  a  too  severe  resentment  against 
Great  Britain,  contributed  to  the  unhappy  state 
of  our  country.  I  do  fear,  sir,  that  this  war 
owed  its  existence  more  to  the  inveterate  ill  will 
of  the  Government  to  the  enemy,  than  any  sense 
of  wrong  which  we  have  suffered,  or  disposition 
to  obtain  justice  for  this  injured  nation.  The 
conduct  of  the  ruling  party,  their  language  in 
and  out  of  office,  has  ever  bespoken  the  most  ir- 
reconcilable hatred  towards  that  nation. 

I  need  not  produce  cases  where  the  unfriendly 
feelings  of  the  Government  have  been  manifested. 
For  since  the  party  came  into  power,  the  Execu- 
tive acts  of  the  Government,  the  debates  in  the 
Legislature,  and  the  laws  of  the  Union,  have 
kept  time  with  the  malevolent  notes  of  his  Im- 
perial and  Royal  Majesty.  Every  attempt  at 
negotiation  has  been  but  an  attempt  to  convince 
England  how  detestable  she  appeared  in  the  eye 
of  the  American  Government.  I  need,  sir,  only 
refer  you  to  the  palace  messages,  to  debates  on 
this  floor,  to  the  State  papers  in  your  Library, 
for  evidence  enough  to  conquer  scepticism,  and 
prove  what  riveted  detestation  of  the  English 
nation  occupied  the  heart  of  the  Government. 

The  British  Minister,  Mr.  Jackson,  was  immo- 
lated to  Executive  prejudice  before  he  reached 
our  shores.  He  wasinsulted  afterwards,  anddriven 
from  his  diplomatic  station  with  absolute  rude- 
ness. 

The  same  Cabinet,  which  but  just  before  could 
tamely  crouch  under  a  load  of  insult  from  the 
French  Minister,  became  of  a  sudden  electrified 
with  resentment  of  a  very  furious  kind  at  some 
little  insult  of  Mr.  Jackson,  who  was  then  ac- 
cused of  misplacing  his  words,  notwithstanding 
the  difficulty  was  so  trifling,  that  the  critic's  eye 
has  since  sought,  but  sought  in  vain,  to  discover 
it. 

The  Henry  scheme  was  another  instance,  not 
only  of  ridiculous  pusillanimity,  but  evincing  the 
avidity  which  the  Cabinet  entertained  to  seize 
at  every  circumstance  that  could  be  used  as  an 
occasion  of  crimination  against  the  British. 

Although  this  miserable  project,  which  could 
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';t  spring  fr^jm  a  tane  mind,  failed  to  excite  any 
dings  but  roDtempt  for  the  projector,  it  no  less 
Jqves  how  jnuch  prejudice  may  derange  a  mind 
i|Ihuch  once  (lad  sojme  pretensions  to  knowledge, 
^i  the  incorrigibfe  nature  of  that  hatred  which 
L-aU  induce  a.  man  to  attempt  the  destruction  of 
^^antic  ar|tagoD»st  with  straws, 
so  open  a(nd  boisterous  has  been  the  resent- 
i^£|it  of  geittlemen  on  this  floor,  that  no  one 
t»|ld  doubt  khe  design  of  the  Government  ulti- 
tfuiely  to  hajve  a  rupture  with  the  British.  And 
(^11 1  gentlein|in,  in  the  warmth  of  his  malevolent 
e;|l,  invoked  '•  the  red  artillery  of  Heaven."  For 
rl^at  use?  *To  ynmoor  the  fast-anchored  isle." 
hius  wish.  '  To  (rngulph  in  the  ocean  a  whole 
lion — for  "what?  Because  they  were  British 
.ejects.  Tjliere  was  no  other  cause.  And,  sir. 
;trait  me  (4  say,  the  gentleman  but  echoed  the 
liijguiice  anjj  bespoke  the  feelings  of  the  ruling 
ll'*n  ofour  t«ountry.  Such  is  the  deadly  hatred 
i-ut  raiiklesi  in  their  bosoms,  they  would  irapi- 
(^:dy  court;  the  weapons  of  Omnipotence  to 
^•atify  iheirj  vengeance.  And,  why,  sir.  all  this 
2atred  against  Kngland  ?  A  nation  who  has 
joiie  more  io  enlighten  mankind,  to  encourage 
Wif  arts  andVciences,  and  disseminate  the  knowl- 
iik'S  of  the  Christian  religion  than  all  the  world 
jeiides.  BU  the  pious  enterprise  of  those  people 
Itjie  solitarjr  places  have  been  made  glad,  and 
Kif  wilderntj;s  to  blossom  like  the  rose."  The 
|nibassadorj'of  the  Redeemer  have  been  encour- 
iat'd  and  si'pported  by  the  English  missionary 
^^leiies  to  carry  the  Gospel  among  the  wor- 
ihjppers  o(  firahma. 

?  is  it,  sir,  nothing  to  us  that  we  descended  from 
^l^jem.  speak,  their  language,  have  adopted  their 
||e|igion,  frojii  them  drawn  our  maxims  of  juris- 

irudence?   ;Is  it  nothing  to  us  that  their  Govern- 
ii?nt  securtl%  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  the 
arightness'^nd  talents  of  their  courts  of  judica- 
liire,  his  figSts?     Is  the  similarity  of  manners, 

!:Ustoms,  ajid  pursuits  adopted  here,  to  those 
idopted  theVe,  nothing  to  the  American  people? 
The  Consti|,ution  we  all  unite  in  commending, 
tnost  evideiiily  was  drawn  in  imitation  of  the 
l[3ritish. 

5    With  all?  thes(*  inducements  to  a  good  under- 

Jitanding,  aijd  wuh  the  adoption  of  the  amazing 

j'alue  of  British  commerce  to  us,  strange  as  it 

5nay  seem.  ;hey  are  the  last  nation  on  earth  whom 

;Ve  i'hould  tjivur,  and  the  first  in  the  implacable 

^latred  of  o«r  Government. 

V    England  Jias  her  faults — great  faults — for  them 

;i  am  not  bttr  apologist.     When  criminal.  I  would 

Mither  excuse  oi    jonceal  her  crime.     But,  sir, 

'^ipe  honest  pind  which  would  condemn  her  vices 

•.^ill  commf^nd  her  virtues;  and  although  now  an 

«ebemy.  we  owe  her  justice — to  withhold  it,  ar- 

•mies  a  degt^nerate  soul. 

^  t  For  iheA  remarks  I  may  be  represented  by 
home  lurking  fieitd  of  a  "'  Tyro"  as  a  British  par- 
[ tjsan,  but  whether  so  or  not.  I  shall  be  bold  to 
Ctjeclare  the  truth,  Thank  God,  the  taste  or  feel- 
iiiigs  of  the  majority  cannot  by  law  govern  mine, 
jf'^nd  I  am  It^ft  free  to  judge  for  myself;  and  while 
•  I  shall  noi  seek   to  give  offence,  1  shall  by  no 


means  stint  the  truth,  lest  men  who  profess  lo 
believe  no  man  a  patriot  unless  he  hates  and  de- 
tests Great  Britain  should  be  offended. 

I  fear,  sir,  the  hatred  of  England  and  attach- 
ment to  France  originated  from  one  cause — in 
the  vile  principles  of  a  Voltaire  and  Godwin, 
and  the  whole  illuminated  fraternity.  Principle:! 
which  have  been  wasting  the  nations  of  Europe, 
since  the  French  Revolution,  and  which  have 
too  long  trampled  over  the  virtues  and  piety, 
and  consequently  the  happiness  of  the  American 
people. 

It  is  avowed  by  gentlemen  over  the  way  that 
a  conquest  of  the  Canadas  is  one  inducement  for 
continuing  the  war.  On  a  former  occasion,  sir, 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  this  Committee,  in  op- 
position to  any  further  attempts  to  accomplish 
any  object  attended  with  so  much  peril.  Permit 
me  now  to  say  if  you  had  the  Canadas,  if  we 
could  show  ourselves  capable  of  conquering  this 
people,  1  fear  we  should  pay  too  dear  for  a  tri- 
fling object  at  best. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Inger- 
soll)  observed,  that  Canada  must  be  conquered 
for  the  glory  of  the  achievement.  Sir,  there  can 
be  no  glory  if  you  do  the  deed.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman pant  for  such  cheap  glory?  A  nation  of 
eight  millions,  and  the  descendants  of  men  who 
in  a  mighty  and  truly  glorious  struggle,  bearded 
the  British  Lion  in  person,  and  wrested  from  hi» 
paws  our  infant  Independence,  and  t)unted  him 
foiled  and  dismayed  from  our  shores!  To  deserve 
fame,  we  must  do  more  than  conquer  the  Cana- 
das, the  whole  population  of  whicli  is  less  than  a 
sixteenth  of  our  number.  If,  sir,  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  ennoble  his  country  by  great  military 
achievements,  and  spread  a  lustre  over  this  epoch 
of  her  history,  why  not  march  at  once  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Lion's  den,  clench  hira  by  the  mane, 
and  drag  him  forth  to  slaughter?  If  he  can  do 
this,  and  fame  is  worth  fighting  for.  the  end  would 
then  be  attained. 

Only  invade  the  island  of  Great  Britain,  march 
through  the  country,  and  compel  the  kingdom  to 
submit  to  your  superior  strength,  and  our  nation 
then  will  make  a  figure  in  the  history  of  battles. 
[Here,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress  and  obtained  leave 
lo  sit  again,  and  the  House  adjourned.  The  next 
morning  Mr.  Shipherd  proceeded.] 

.Mr.  Chairman,  wiih  much  pleasure  1  pay  the 
tribute  of  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  their  vote 
yesterday,  to  rise  at  a  time  when  I  was  exhausted. 
IBy  50  doing,  they  have  afforded  me  the  opportu- 
nity of  pursuing  my  remarks,  refreshed  and  in- 
vigorated. Particularly  would  I  express  my  grat- 
itude to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Nelson,)  for  the  motion  to  rise  ;  perceiving 
my  strength  much  impaired  by  fatigue,  he  de- 
clared himself  governed  by  this  motive,  lo  give 
me  lime  for  any  farther  remarks  1  should  wish  lo 
make.  Sir,  this  motion  and  the  motive  which 
induced  it,  was  truly  honorable.  It  was  what 
might  be  expected  from  that  gentleman,  whose 
magnanimous  mind  disdains  a  mean  advantage 
over  an  antagonist.     He  therefore  acted  like  him- 
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self.  It  is  the  degenerate  soul  that  would  steal  a 
victory  ;  the  noble  mind  wins  it. 

Yesterday,  sir,  when  the  Committee  rose.  I 
was  observing,  if  national  glory  was  the  object,  it 
was  not  to  be  obtained  in  the  conquest  of  Cana- 
da. Permit  me  now  to  observe,  sir,  if  a  wish  to 
compel  Great  Britain  to  give  up  her  claims  of 
impressment,  as  is  most  probably  the  design  of  the 
Government,  the  conquest  of  Canada  would  be 
equally  futile  ;  for  you  would  be  no  nearer  the 
consummation  of  your  wishes  than  you  are  now. 
Sir.  Great  Britain  is  not  conquered  if  the  Cana- 
das fall,  and  you  have  done  nothing  even  then, 
towards  conquering  of  her. 

A  nation  omnipotent — for  a  gentleman  on  my 
left  Irora  Louisiana  (Mr.  Robinson)  really  de- 
clared that  she  possessed  the  must  of  the  West 
India  islands — iu  alliance  with  nearly  all  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe;  pursuing  with  her  allies  the 
most  splendid  victories  the  world  has  ever  wit- 
nessed ;  with  her  forty  millions  of  black  inhabit- 
ants in  the  East  Indies,  and  a  thousand  armed 
ships  upon  the  ocean;  will  not  submit  as  con- 
quered, if  we  should  obtain  possession  of  the  Can- 
adas. This  powerful  nation,  who  holds  the  desii- 
oies  of  Europe  and  the  irideol  of  Neptune  in  her 
bands,  who  at  no  period  of  her  history  ever  had 
the  fame,  the  |.ower,  or  the  friends,  as  at  this 
time,  will  not  give  up  an  iota  of  her  pretensions, 
because  a  speck  of  her  dominions  may  be  for  a 
lime  wrested  from  her.  If  all  Europe  combined 
could  not  make  her  yield,  what  ridiculous  expec- 
tations must  we  entertain  if  we,  lor  a  moment, 
flatter  ourselves  that  she  will  now  yield  lo  us  that 
indent  of  the  ocean,  when  all  Europe  are  her 
friends  ?  Before  she  would  do  so,  sir.  she  would 
meet  you  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  with 
a  mingled  army  of  Sepoys  from  the  East  Indies, 
with  the  subsidized  Tartar,  Cossack,  and  Musco- 
vite; the  Swede  and  the  Prussian  ;  the  Spaniard 
and  Portuguese ;  the  African  from  his  native 
coast  and  the  West  Indies. 

France,  with  whom  she  has  been  long  contend- 
ing, and  lor  which  contest  her  armies  have  been 
necessary,  is  now  driven  within  her  ancient  lim- 
its. Spain  and  Portugal  are  emancipated.  They 
have  broken  the  tyrant's  chains  and  are  again 
free. 

England  can  now  send  her  armies  to  Canada, 
and  were  the  two  provinces  in  our  possession, 
they  would  compel  us  to  surrender  iheni,  or  we 
must  wage  perpetual  war. 

Sir,  do  gentlemen  believe  that  that  proud  na- 
tion would  consent  to  make  peace  while  Canada 
was  in  our  hands  by  cooquest?  Is  it  thus  ihey 
have  learned  the  British  spirit?  Let  gentlemen 
look  into  their  own  hearts  before  they  lorm  a  de- 
finitive opinion  on  this  subject,  and  then  deter- 
mine if  we  were  invaded  and  a  State  taken  from 
us,  whether  we  would  make  peace,  until  it  was 
either  regained  by  force  or  restored  by  consent? 

But  other  motives  induce  gentlemen  lo  wish 
for  the  Canadas.  The  Indians,  say  they,  are  per- 
petually annoying  our  frontier,  and  if  we  had 
them  this  great  evil  might  be  remedied.  Sir,  do 
genilemen  believe,  thai  the  extending  our  juris- 


diction over  that  country,  would  tame  the  spirit 
of  the  savage,  and  make  him  contented  to  culti- 
vate the  arts  of  peace  ?  I  fully  believe  ihai  those 
children  of  nature  will  continue  fond  of  war.  un- 
til their  minds  are  enlightened  by  science,  their 
hearts  softened  by  religion,  their  conditions  me- 
liorated by  the  improvement  of  arts.  It  is  idle 
to  believe,  that  in  iheir  obedience  to  law,  you  will 
find  security  for  their  peaceable  behaviour,  even  if 
you  had  the  country  where  they  live.  Depend 
upon  it,  sir.  while  the  savage  spirit  remains,  they 
will  have  war;  and  if  two  contiguous  tribes  will 
go  to  war  with  each  other,  there  can  be  no  safety 
or  security  to  us,  in  extending  our  jurisdiction 
over  the  wilderntss  they  inhabit.  Do  gentlemen 
discover  what  should  prevent  their  retaliation  of 
injuries  upon  our  people,  who  may  reside  near  or 
among  them  ?  Injuries  will  ever  be  offered  them 
by  ihe  whiles  ;  that  has  been  the  case  perpetually, 
since  the  fir.->l  settlement  of  this  country  by  Eu- 
ropeans. They  either  have  been  unjustly  treated, 
or  they  suppose  they  have,  and  whether  one  or 
the  other,  will  equally  tempt  them  lo  unsheathe 
the  scalping  knife. 

Revenge  is  a  law  with  them,  and  they  will  ever 
seek  this  kind  of  redress  for  injuries — and  this  is 
not  confined  to  themselves,  bui  is  handed  down — 
the  son  fights  to  avenge  the  blood  of  his  father,  or 
the  grandson  his  grandfather,  or  the  descendant 
his  ancestor.  Think  you  then,  sir,  if  we  had  this 
vast  wilderness,  the  residence  of  the  numerous 
tribes  which  are  now  formidable  to  the  frontiers, 
they  would  want  motives  to  butcher  the  inhabit- 
ants who  should  live  near  them?  Sir.  I  cannot 
but  think  it  would  increase,  rather  than  diminish 
this  great  evil. 

If  you  obtain  their  country  by  conquest,  you 
fix  in  the  savage  breast  an  hereditary  feud,  which 
may  continue  we  know  not  how  long.  Ii  is  a  far 
fetched  argument  to  my  mind,  that  you  produce 
a  peaceful  quiet  spirit  in  the  Indian,  by  tearing 
from  him  his  country  by  force  of  arras. 

Another  reason  is  given  by  a  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Humphries)  for  conquering  Can- 
ada— It  would  be  convenient  to  us  to  have  it. 
Yes.  sir.  and  it  would  be  very  convenient  for  the 
Canadians  to  have  the  United  States;  it  would 
not  only  enlarge  their  territory  and  the  riches  of 
their  King,  but  would  prevent  us  from  molesting 
them;  and,  sir,  permit  me  lo  s.iy.  they  are  as 
justly  entitled  to  the  United  States,  as  we  are  to 
Canada  ;  and  they  have  as  much  reason  to  seize 
our  country,  lo  prevent  our  incursions,  as  we  have 
to  seize  theirs,  to  prevent  the  incursions  of  the 
Indians. 

The  only  difference  between  us  in  this  respect, 
is,  that  we  have  the  most  power ;  and  shall  we, 
from  the  mere  circumstance  that  we  are  able,  un- 
justly despoil  any  nation,  savage  or  civilized? 
God  forbid  !  Honesty  is  the  best  policy,  and 
''righteousness  will  exalt  a  nation  ;"  rapine  and 
injustice  will  depress  and  ruin  it.  In  my  soul  I 
loathe  and  abhor  that  avaricious  spirit,  as  well  in 
a  nation  as  an  individual,  that  covets  all  the 
wealth,  convenience,  and  territory,  which  is  in 
sighi.     Ii  is  the  base  oQspring  of  low-minded 
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|c}enonaina((jd  '•  thie  asylum  of  oppres 
Jty,"  who  hjctastofi their  love  of  justice 
'regard  forli^e  liberties  and  rights  of  i 


^jelfishness.' and  degrades   man   fiven  below  his 
fiiUen  stat(; 

And  shj{$l  a  cation  whose  country  has  been 

ppressed  humani- 
ce,  and  sacred 
man,  avow  a 
iprinciple  >3iich  would  degrade  the  Hottentot? 
5No.  sir.     ijet   u&  exemplify  by  practice,   that  it 
^as  not  ifi  vain  our  country  suffered  so  many  pri- 
,  vcations,  to  trect  here  the  temple  cf  Freedom,  and 
,'>'hen  our /tonsti^iution  was  finished,  we   held  it 
,  iup  in  one   jiand  to  the  admiration  of  the  world, 
^nd  in  the  biherjhe  olive  branch,  as  a  token  that 
,  '-yi'e  would  iJever  Violate  the  principles  of  the  form- 
ic, or  for  acihiticji  and   avarice  stain  with  blood 
t^e  other.    |  ^ 

Why  thajt  bur?l  of  execration  from  our  lips,  at 
fthe  foul  de<«d  of  ("onquering  Poland,  if  such  deeds 
tareharmlpis?  It  would  require  nice  discrimi- 
rnaiing  in^dllects  to  distinguish  between  thetur- 
♦pitude  of  tjie  two  cases. 

L     The  coniueriQg  Powers  there  forgot  right  and 
>"humanity,  Jn  the  plenitude  of  their  powers  ;  and 
*had  we  pcrj^er  to  take  Canada,  and  did  it  to  suit 
Jour  convej>^.ence.  we  should  be  guilty  of  the  same 
#abominabi(|  outrijge  upon  the  principles  of  com- 
'Ipon  justice  ;  anci  much  as  the  Indian  is  condemn- 
•  !#d  for  conijng  on  our  land,  and   murdering  our 
litizens.  ii^js  no  niore  criminal  than  for  our  people 
0  go  lher«Hind  murder  the  Indians.     The  life  and 
roperty  di  the  savage,  are  as  sacred  in  the  sight 
of  God  asjhe  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens 
^f  this  cc^ntry.     If  there  is  any  difference  wc 
are  the  m»i,-it  criminal — on  account  of  our  supe- 
rior opporiynityto  learn  justice  and  humanity. 

The  Injjian.  from  his  infancy,  is  taught  that 

revenge  is;ji  virtoe.     The  religion  of  the  Messiah 

peaches  usthat  it  is  abhorrent ;  therefore  by  how 

fiuch  moit«j  we  know  our  duty,  by  so  much  more 

i  we  are  gudly  if  we  depart  from  it. 

Mr.  ChiiJirman.  there  is  still  another  objection 
to  the  waj;|  Ycru  are  about  to  raise  nearly  sev- 
enty thoutind  nricn  ;  for  what?  To  defend  your 
|oil  ?  No  £  but  to  invade  the  soil  of  your  neigh- 
bor. Th^f  whole  of  these  men  are  to  be  placed 
I  it  the  control,  to  obey  the  nod  of  a  single  leader, 
f  Who  thatifeader  will  be  is  not  known.     Confident 

*  t  am,  he  \j^ll  not  be  a  Washington,  a  Greene,  or  a 
t  Hamilton;?   Th^y  are  no  more ;  and  if  their  raan- 

*  }les  have  fallen  upon  any  of  their  survivors,  no 
\  t)ne  of  tho^^  survivors  has  been  invited  or  induced 
I  io  take  tha  charge  of  our  armies.  The  conduct- 
k^ng  of  the^military  operations  has,  as  yet.  been 
||;hiefly  p^ced  ijn  the  hands  of  men  who  have 
»tiven  you  jpiiiful  security  of  future  glory.  What 
jtan  we  expect,  ?ir,  but  ultimate  ruin,  when  the 
t  povernnifpt  shall  select  to  high  command  men 
"  jvho  havbjiot  scrupled  to  sow  sedition  among  an 


i 


i  ktmy  lediljy  Washington,  or  barter  away  the  in- 
J  Jependentf  of  tne  country  for  Spanish  silver  ? 
*f  tWhat  sec>^rity  have  you,  sir,  that  such  men,  with 


Jfuch  an  a.-|ny,  will  not.  in  despite  of  your  inier- 
I  tiiclions,  bf»come  Casars  and  pass  the  Rubicon  of 
-  wour  liberties  ?     The  public  ough^  not  to  confide 
\  ?n  the  iniijgrity  of  such  men 
ixni  to 


[reat 


The  risk  is  too 
derive  confidence  of  safety  from 


the  impotence  of  the  Army  when  opposed  to  the 
,  people,  or  by  reposing  on  the  loyalty  of  the  troops, 
;  would  be  but  wretched  security.    Should  the  arras 
'  of  such  an  army,  headed  by  an  ambitious  dema- 
gogue, be  turned   against  the  country,   it  would 
experience  sad  scenes,  horrid  discomfiture,  and  it 
'  would  be  a  miracle  if  such  a  leader,  holding  out 
the  immense  plunder  to  be  distributed  among  his 
I  troops,  should  not  be  able  to  merge  their  loyalty 
;  and  virtue  in  the  sanguine  hopes  of  gain.    What 
I  commander  of  an  army  ever  tailed  to  corrupt  his 
Soldiers  if  he  attempted  ?     Depend   upon   it,  sir, 
we  should  have  no  security  from  that  source. 

These  suggestions  may  be  received  with  the 
fearless  smile  of  incredulity  by  gentlemen  who 
'  advocate  the  bill ;  but  it  is  not  weakness  or  jeal- 
ousy that  leads  the  mind  to  fears  of  this  nature. 
It  is  a  subject  worthy  of  consideration.  Men  are 
still  men  ;  and  the  same  lust  of  power  that  could 
tempt  the  Jacobin  Absalom  to  rebel  against  bis 
good  king  and  indulgent  father,  might  tempt  your 
chief  to  seek  a  throne  erected  upon  the  ruins  of 
your  Republic. 

When  invaded,  sir,  we  must  have  armies  ;  but 
in  that  case,  there  is  far  less  danger  of  any  ambi- 
tious project  to  turn  their  arms  against  the  coun- 
try.    In  such  case  the  people  are  most  generally 
united   by  danger  and   necessity  of  common  de- 
fence; but  where  you   teach   your  officers,  your 
soldiers,  the  lesson,  and  prove  it  by  example,  that 
the  idea  of  justice  and   humanity  is  lost   in  the 
power  of  your  arms,  what  else  can  you  expect 
in  case  an  ambitious  and  unprincipled  man  shall 
,  be  placed  at  the  head  of  your  armies,  sent  to  com- 
mit acts  which   lay  aside   morality  and  religion, 
than  that  he,  whether  he  should   succeed  or  fail 
in  the  enterprise,  should  attempt  to  profit  himself 
by  the  means  in  his  own  hands?     Sir,  the  mao 
who  could  wantonly  and  wickedly  attempt    to 
1  promote  sedition  among  the  American  troops  lo 
the  last  war.  witli  the  same  black  and  diabolical 
heart,  grown  more  hard   by  a  repetition  of  vile 
intrigue  and  occult  villainy,  would  not  hesitate 
to  seduce  from   their  allegiance  the   American 
Army  now  ;  and  that  man  still  exists  in  our  coun- 
try, and,  much  to  the  disgrace  of  those  who  ap- 
pointed him.  in  high  and  responsible  office. 
^      This  war.   Mr.   Chairman,   is  wrong;  it   was 
wrongfully  commenced  ;  it  has  been  wrongfully 
prosecuted.     Such  a  scene  of  ridiculous  misfor- 
tune and  defeat  perhaps  never  was  known.    Why 
then  make  further  experiments  ?     Stop  while  you 
have  anything  left.     You  have  gambled  away  the 
national  character,  destroyed  the  national  credit, 
and  nearly  exhausted  the  national  finances. 

Should  a  new  &rmy  be  raised,  and  a  new  loan 
be  filled,  the  men  and  money  are  to  be  subject  to 
the  same  indiscretion,  the  same  profligacy  ;  and. 
sir.  prudence  forbids  that  the  public  money  should 
any  farther  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  men  who 
merge  the  dearest  interests  of  the  people  in  their 
own,  or  sacrifice  to  any  extent  the  public  finance 
in  gratifying  some  favorite  feeling  or  passion. 

Six   hundred   thousand  dollars  of  the  public 

money  was  most  imprudently  put  into  the  hands 

1  of  a  little  Governor  of  New  York,  (I  mean  no 
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disrespect  to  that  gentleman,  but  that  he  was  not  1  the  position.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
a  proper  officer,  to  whom  it  should  have  been  Jackso.n)  frankly  declared  that  no  pretension  was 
paid.)  Why  was  this  money  placed  in  the  hands  ,  made,  that  free  ships  make  free  goods.  In  this 
of  a  Governor  ?  Surely  he  was  not  a  paymaster,  j  essential  and  important  point  these  gentlemen  are 
or  any  other  officer  of  the  Union,  and  could  not  j  at  issue.  Strange,  then,  they  should  so  severely 
pledge  any  official  responsibility.     This  money  |  reprobate  the  opposition  from  this  side  to  princi- 


undoubtediy  was  a  favor  to  the  Governor,  and 
secured  his  last  election.  Whether  it  has  been 
accounted  for  or  not,  is  yet  to  be  learned. 

If  there  was  no  other  objection  to  this  bill,  it 
is  enough,  tliat  the  money,  if  raised,  is  to  be  han- 
dled by  men  unworthy  of  confidence ;  I  mean 
not  to  say  that  all  are  of  that  description.  There 
are  good  men  in  office — nor  would  it  here  be 
proper  to  discriminate.  It  is  enough  for  my  pur- 
pose, that  the  Government  will  employ  dgent>. 
who  deserve  not  to  be  intrusted. 

Again,  look,  sir,  at  the  two  campaigns  already 
past,  and  read  the  future  fortune  of  the  Army  ; 
and,  sir,  the  more  perfectly  to  understand  what 
has  been  done,  I  point  you  to  a  little  book  from 
the  War  Office,  containing   the  epistolary  corre 


pies  which  they  cannot  agree  about  themselves  ! 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  also  declared  that 
he  would  not  have  gone  to  war  for  naturalized 
seamen;  while  tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
stated  that  no  peace  could  be  made  until  the  Brit- 
ish would  abandon  the  right  of  impressing  them. 
Here  we  find  those  gentlemen  contending  against 
each  other,  not  only  as  lo  the  freedom  of  goods 
which  have  a  neutral  flag  waving  over  them,  but 
as  it  respects  the  only  remaining  cause  of  war. 
Shall  the  war  then  be  continued,  so  long  as  its 
advocates  really  prove  the  right  for  which  we  are 
fighting  is  of  a  nature  so  equivocal,  that  the  ad- 
vocates of  that  war  hold  different  language  and 
different  opinions  as  relating  to  the  cause? 

The  gentleman    from   Virginia   advanced  one 


spondence    of    your   Generals.     That    pamphlet    proposition  which  I  canuot  omit  to  notice.    That 


alone  is  a  sufficient  sample  to  show  the  total 
want  of  arrangement,  system,  or  concert.  Time 
will  not  permit  me  to  examine  its  contents;  but 
take  it  in  mass,  and  it  proves  how  badly  every 
operation  was  contrived,  how  wretchedly  exe- 
cuted, and  the  jealousies,  feuds,  and  insubordina- 
tion of  ibe  officers.  General  Wilkinson  attributes 
to  the  disobedience  of  General  Hampton  the  fail- 
ure of  capturing  Montreal  ;  and  in  the  same  letter 
shows  that  there  could  be  no  necessity  for  his  aid, 
as  he  expressly  states,  that  six  hundred  men  only 
guarded  that  city,  while  General  Wilkinson's 
army  exceeded  five  thousand  effective  men. 

I  am  no  judge,  sir,  but  military  men  pronounce 
leaving  the  forts  in  Kingston  and  Prescot,  to  pour 
out  an  army  upon  the  rear  ot  the  Americans,  ^  to 
scratch  them  in  the  back,"  as  an  unpardonable 
oversight  ;  and  I  confess  reason  seems  to  fortily 
the  opinion.  Whose  fault  this  was  seems  not  to 
be  determined  ;  indeed,  the  statements  of  the  Sec- 
retary at  War  and  the  commander  of  the  army 
are  so  equivocal,  that  those  gentlemen,  some  time 
after,  seem  not  to  know  what  opinions  they  had 
given.  What,  then,  but  a  disregard  to  the  wel- 
lare  of  our  country,  or  some  fatal  error,  will  in- 
duce us  to  make  further  experiments  which  prom- 
ise but  to  waste  the  blood,  the  treasure,  and  the 
character  of  the  nation,  in  abortive  atieiupts  to 
retrieve  our  losses  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  us  do 
not  agree  m  their  opinion  of  what  is  right,  what 
is  the  law  of  nations;  and  although  their  differ- 
ence does  not  prove  that  they  are  all  wrong,  yet 
it  IS  strong  evidence  that  one  is  wrong  ;  if,  there- 
fore, they  cannot  agree  about  their  principles, 
while  laboring  to  maintain  the  same  cause,  they 
cannot  complain  of  the  minority  for  differing  al- 
together with  one  of  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  In- 
oersoll)  declared  that  he  was  well  satisfied  all 
our  difficulties  had  arisen  from  the  denial  of  Great 
Britain  that  free  ships  make  (ree  goods,  and  he 
exhausted  much  lime  to  prove  the  correctness  of 


'  retaliation  lo  be  just  must  not  fall  on  the  inno- 
cent third  party."  Now,  sir,  I  admit  this  to  be 
true;  and  if  true,  what  will  become  of  the  Pres- 
ident's system  of  retaliation  upon  British  cap- 
tives ?  Their  innocence  is  not,  cannot  be  denied. 
They  have  no  other  guilt  than  every  man  who  is 
connected  in  a  defensive  war. 

This  remark  of  the  gentleman  leads  me  back 
once  more  to  the  French.  He  made  the  remark 
as  applicable  to  the  relation  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  to  show  the  unjust  cha- 
racter of  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  are  pre- 
tended by  the  British  as  a  measure  of  retaliation 
against  the  French;  and,  said  the  gentleman,  "il 
they  intended  to  retaliate  on  France,  they  had  no 
right  to  injure  us."  Be  it  so.  And  then  permit 
me  to  ask  how  can  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
iu  the  same  speech,  in  the  same  section  of  his 
argument,  justify  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan, as  a  retaliatory  measure  against  England,  for 
what  he  calls  her  paper  blockade?  It  will  not 
be  denied,  either  that  we  are  an  innocent  third 
party,  or  that  we  have  suffered  great  loss  in  con- 
sequence of  those  decrees  ;  and  if  all  this  be  true, 
what  becomes  of  the  boasted  impartiality  of  our 
Government  in  relation  to  both  these  belligerent 
Powers  ? 

The  gentleman  further  remarked  that  the  late 
President  did  right  in  sending  back  the  Treaty  of 
1806.  Sir,  this  act  of  Mr.  Jefferson  cannot  be 
justified.  In  the  first  place,  admitting  the  treaty 
to  possess  such  demerits  as  required  lis  rejection, 
yet  ihe  President  alone  had  no  power  to  determine 
the  point ;  he  should  have  laid  it  before  the  Sen- 
ate. And,  secondly,  I  venture  to  say,  the  ratifi- 
cation of  that  treaty  would  have  been  a  glorious 
thing  to  our  country  ;  and  those  glories,  its  peace, 
happiness,  and  prosperity,  have  been  bartered 
away  to  gratify  the  scruples,  the  follies,  and  re- 
sentments of  the  then  President  against  England, 
and  his  unjustifiable  fondness  for  France.  Sir, 
that  treaty  was  a  good  one.  It  was  so  declared 
by  the  Ministers  who  negotiated  it.  one  of  whom 
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v$»  now  thejMiniiter  of  State,  the  other  Attorney 

general.     * 
',  [Here  Mir.   Sijipherd  read  a   paragraph  of  a 

^iter  fromiMessjj-s.   Monroe  and  Pmkney  to  the 
'  ^en  Secretary  of  State.] 

:  ,  \  Such  tes4imor.y  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  or 
f  rejected,  jt  is  too  high,  too  authentic.  And  yet 
ti\  is  said,  notwilhstandins:  the  opinion  of  those 
jjjjenlleraen..the  treaty  was  so  bad  that  it  was  not 
jTiiecessary  tj)  lay  it  before  the  constituted  author- 
£iiy  to  say  H'hether  it  should  be  ratified  or  not. 
s  ,  One  furller  remark,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman 
f  ijrom  Virg|*i,i,  and  I  have  done.  He  declares  that 
^jlhe  eneinj  have  more   patriotism  than  the  mi- 

Uority  hert<  fur  that  he   presents  an  unanimous 
ont  agaii)|.t  us.  while  we  are  divided  ;  although 
*|lis  cause  i:^  bad  and  ours  good."     It  is  true,  that 
fcjfie  enemy  ^s  united   and  we  divided;  but  I  can- 
lijot  believe?it  follows  that  we  are  less  patriotic. 
\^  that  our|cai*s^   is   better  from   these  premises. 
;|rti^haiever  |he  fact  may  be,  it  would  really  seem, 
j^^at  union  pf  a  |)eople  in  a  cause  was  some  evi- 
Jyence  ihatjt  wa*.  just,  and  diviiion   that  it  was 
?t|njust.     Injthe  l^st  war,  the  state  of  the  public 
^Hiind  was  fcry  different.     England  then  was  di- 
rijided  ;  we  {were^  united.     They   then   invaded; 
Ive  defendo|J.     We  now  invade  and  they  defend. 
#And  if  an\»  couelusions  are   to  be  formed   from 
^Itie  facts,  tfcey  are,  that  we  are   now  wrong,  as 
v.\i-e  were  rijilit  la  the  last  war;  and  that  a  cum- 
jiiion  sense  if  justice  has  produced  the  union  of 
^|ie  one  anil  division  ol  the  other.     Yes,  sir,  we 
rjre  wrong  ;j  we  have  sinned,  greatly  sinned  ;  we 
^^ave  shed  jnnocent  blood,  and  we  may  look  for 
_)(^lamity  arid  disaster  ;  for  the  judgments  of  Hea- 
ifTjen  to  ligh  j  upon  us,  unless  we  abandon  the  im- 

Firious  careei  and  seek  by  repentance  the  pardon 
jf  our  offtnfes. 
*•  Mr.  SheiIwood  spoke  as  follows:  Mr.  Chair- 
rpan, after  ifieveiyable  discussion  which  the  bill 
i^on  your  liible  bas  received  from  both  sides  of 
j^jie  House- *-after  the  minute  financial  exainina- 
^•.;on  of  theisubjeot.  the  acute  analytical  invesli- 
|2^tion  of  tlfe  causes  and  effects  of  the  war,  and 
^i|"ter  the  enf  rgy  and  eloquence  of  ray  honorable 
|;^iends,  it  niay  seem  presumption  in  one  of  my 
jjiimble  pov^ers  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
;  j.ijiltee.  Bift.  sir,  I  will  endeavor  to  tranquillize 
J3|)y  rising  spirit  of  impatience  by  an  assurance  of 
ti4y   disposition  to  be   brief;  I  will   promise  the 

t\Cjommittee.I  have  no  ambition  to  detain  them 
^Dg,  and,  v,ere  I  ambitious.  I  have  not  the  vanity 
^..9  believe  iicoulij  long  excite  the  interest  of  the 
xlfouse.      :  \ 

^  -  i  am  opposed  to  the  bill  before  us  for  causes 
j-itrinsic,  BfiiDgii«ig  immediately  from  the  bill  it- 
♦oflf— such  .^s  the  immense  amount  contemplated 
^0  be  borrowed— ihe  enormity  of  the  interest  at 
*pjhich  the  .mone^  is  to  be  obtained— the  conse- 
"^uences  to  the  Oovernment  in  throwing  itself 
iifito  the  hands  of  money  lenders.  And  I  am  also 
|'i)posed  to  1^  for  causes  extrinsic,  arising  from  the 
^tenor  apj>licaiij>D  of  the  money  to  be  obtained, 
»4JDd  the  copsequtjnces  of  such  application. 
J  J  The  amount  c^mt^mplated  to  be  raised  by  this 
iacod  the  oiher  biU  i.s  thirty  millions  of  dollars— 
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five  millions  by  Treasury  notes  and  tweniy-Gve 
millions  by  loan.     We  have  already  fur  the  pur- 
poses of  the  war  raised  by  Treasury  notes  and 
loans   forty-four   million   five  hundred   thousand 
dollars.     Pass  this  bill,  and  the  faith  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  is  pledged   for  a  new  national  debt  of 
more  than  seventy  millions  of  dollars.     And  let 
me  ask  gentlemen  if  they  are  prepared  to  mort- 
gage the  estates  of  their  constituents  for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  enormous  sum?    But,  sir.  the  time 
is  unfavorable  for  obtaining  this  enormous  loan. 
The  stock  you  have  already  thrown  into  market; 
much  of  it  is  not,  as  many  gentlemen  suppose,  in 
I  the  hands  of  your  moneyed  institutions  ;  it  is  yet 
in  the  hands  of  your  speculators,  your  stock-job- 
I  bers,  who,  without  sufficient  capital  themselves. 
I  have  contrived    by  obtaining   liberal    bank  dis- 
I  counts,  pledging  their  stock  as  collateral  security, 
to  raise   money  to   meet   the  instalments  which 
have  not  as  yet  become  due.   If,  however,  the  pres- 
sure upon  the  banks,  which  seems  to  have  com- 
menced at  the  East,  and  is  rapidly  travelling  on 
to   the  South,  should   increase,  so  as  to  diminish 
discounts,  the  consequence  will  be.  that  a   large 
amount  of  the  stock  will  be  thrown  into  the  mar- 
ket and   sales  necessarily  forced.     Should    this 
event  occur,  and  nothing  is  more  probable,  stock 
will  be   b-r-low  par;   and   at  this  eventful  crisis, 
when  your  stock  of  about  forty  millions  may  be 
below  par,  or.  to  say  the  best  o»  it,  not  above  par, 
you  are  to  inundate  the  market  with  thirty  mil- 
lions of  additional  stock.   And  let  me  conjure  gen- 
tlemen, before  they  thus  put  at  hazard  the  credit 
of  this  Government,  to  pause  and  reasonably  sat- 
isfy them-elves  who  will  vest  his  capital  in  this 
stock.     Are  your  banks  to  subscribe  any  more  ? 
No,  sir,  it  is  believed  some  have  already  gone  so 
far  as  to  endanger  their  credit.     Are  your  real 
moneyed  capitalists  to  engage  mil?  No,  sir,  they 
have  been  tempted  and  entreated  by  your  specu- 
lators,  but  generally  templed   and  entreated    in 
v.iin. 

But  gentlemen  tell  us  our  merchants,  whose 
capitals  are  restricted  from  their  accustomed  em- 
ployment, will,  at  the  present  moment,  readily  in- 
vest in  this  stock;  in  inis  calculation  the  friends 
to  this  bill,  1  believe,  are  also  mistaken.  Mer- 
chants have  no  inclination  to  withdraw  from 
their  accustomed  pursuits,  and  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  per.«iuade  them  into  a  course  which 
would  prevent  their  resuming  such  pursuits  when- 
ever the  channels  of  commerce  are  unlocked. 
Besides,  sir,  the  merchant  and  other  capitalists 
fear,  if  you  load  your  Government  with  such  an 
immense  national  debt,  that  some  of  your  West- 
ern Slates,  who  will  never  own  a  dollar  of  it, 
will  hud  that  shaking  off  all  liability  is  the  most 
convenient  mode  of  redeeming  their  pledge. 

Again,  we  are  told  that  our  stock  will  fall  into 
the  hands  of  foreign  capitalists.  We  shall,  by 
the  magic  operation  of  this  loan,  extract  funds 
from  the  enemy  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  war ; 
and  ihe  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
last  spoke  upon  this  subject,  (Mr.  Jackson.)  ap- 
proved and  enforced  the  argument.  And  is  it 
come  to  this,  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
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the  House  are  willing  to  have  the  stock  of  our' 
funds  placed  in  the  hands  of  British  capitalists? 
And  are  ihey  who  were  so  sensitive  to  foreign 
influence — so  tremulously  fearful  of  the  power  of 
British  gold,  when  a  reincorporation  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  B.ink  was  applied  for,  now  so  changed  ? 
Are  they  who  were  then  so  much  alarmed  at  the 
possession  by  British  capitalists  of  four  or  five 
millions  of  bank  slock,  now  ready  to  throw  into 
the  hands  of  the  same  capitalists  five  times  that 
amount  of  your  national  loans? 

But   let  me  ask  gentlemen  what  reason   they 
have  to  suppose  that  British  capital  will  be  in- 
vested in  our  funds?  The  first  inducement  to  such  i 
an  investment  would  be  a  full  conviction  of  the  ' 
faith  of  our  Government,  and  ihat  idea  presup- 
poses the  integrity  of  the  Union.     And  is  not  the 
latter  supposition  in  direct  hostility  to  the  opin-  i 
ions  which  the  gentlemen   on  tne  other  side  of , 
the  House  daily    make    and    pronounce  for   the 
British  nation  ?    Do  not  gentlemen  daily  tell  us,  , 
the  British  consider  this  Government  ''  formed  of 
a  divided  people" — that  '•  we  are  ready  for  a  dis- 
solution ?''    And  from  such  premises  can  gentle-  : 
men  draw  the   inference,  that  our  loan  is  to  be 
taken  by  British  capitalists? 

The  enormity  of  the  interest  to  be  paid  for  this 
loan  forms  in   my   mind  another  important  ob-  j 
jeciion  to  the  bill.     The  last  loan  wa^  negotiated  ' 
at  a  fraction  less  than  eight  per  cent.,  while  the 
interest   at   the  banks,  and   the  legal  interest  of 
most  of  the  States,  is  six ;  private  credit,  and  the 
credit  of  individual  States,  obtain  any  amount  at 
the  same  per  cent. ;  and  yet,  sir.  this  Administra-  i 
tion,  under  the  manageraeut  of  its  present  rulers,  ! 
payseight.  Sir, if  the  Administration  would  exert  { 
itself  to  establish  the  credit  of  the  nation  upon  a 
basis  as  tirm  as  private  credit;  if  it  would  show  ; 
the  moneyed  men  a  redeeming  fund,  instead  of 
driving  back  from  your  Treasury  fifteen  millions  | 
of  annual  commercial   revenae;  if  it  cherished 
the  just  interests  of  ihe  people,  and  soothed  and 
allayed  instead  of  exasperating  their  passions;  it 
it  gave  to  calculating  men  a  ratiuiial  expectation 
that   the  halcyon   days  of  commercial   revenue 
would   again   be  restored  to  this  country  ;  if.  in 
short,  the  '-restrictive  energies,"  the  "anti-com- 
mercial policy"  of  your  Administration  had  not 
exhausted  the  streams  of  public  revenue,  and.  in- 
deed, dried  up  its  very  source,  we  might  either 
have  had  in  the  Treasury  a  supply  for  our  wants, 
or  commanded  it  upon  terms  advantageous  and 
creditable. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  whom  I  just 
alluded,  tells  u>  that  in  loaning  money  to  the 
Government  there  is  '•  no  patriotism  concerned  ;" 
the  exaction  beyond  legal  interest  is  •'  usury." 
Now,  sir,  I  cannot  distinguish  between  the  evil 
consequences  of  throwing  the  pecuniary  concerns 
of  Government  into  the  hands  of  ••  usurers"  and 
those  of  a  private  individual.  To  the  affairs  of 
the  latter  we  know  it  would  be  ruin.  If  these 
gentry  once  get  ihe  noo^e  about  your  neck,  they 
are  as  relentless  as  death  ;  give  them  eight  per 
cent.,  they  will  ask  you  nine;  yield  them  thi^. 
they  will  rise  to  lea  ;  and  so,  drawing  you  within 


their  grasp,  the  gripe  of  the  usurer  becomes  the 
gripe  of  death.  If  the  Administration  must  raise 
ihis  enormous  sum,  why  not  apply  to  the  people 
at  once  and  collect  it  ?  Is  it  fearful  the  people 
will  see  and  realize  the  ruinous  tendency  of  its 
measures  ?  Does  it  lack  courage  to  show  to  each 
individual  the  proportion  for  which  his  estate  is 
mortgaged  ?  Does  it  suppose,  by  shuffling  off  the 
"hour  of  reckoning,"  its  political  life  is  '•  yet  to 
be  spared  another  day  ?"  Does  it  suppose  the  peo- 
ple had  rather  pay  twelve  per  cent.,  Government 
interest,  (doubling  the  debt  upon  them  in  eight 
years,)  than  each  now  to  pay  his  proportion,  bor- 
rowing himself  at  six,  if  necessary  ?  I  believe,  sir, 
the  interest  and  feeling  of  my  constituents,  corres- 
ponding with  my  own,  hostile  to  a  national  debt, 
which  thus  feeds  and  fattens  the  speculators  and 
usurers  of  your  country. 

Again,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  ihe  influence  which 
will  be  given  to  the  money  lenders,  whom  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jack- 
son) designates  as  lacking  patriotism.  A  mon- 
eyed influence  in  a  Republican  Government 
should  ever  be  rigidly  and  firmly  resisted.  Every 
member  of  every  branch  of  our  Government 
should  be  kept  free  from  temptation  ;  free  from 
suspicion  of  such  an  influence,  and  clear  from  the 
contagious  atmosphere  generated  in  its  use.  la 
arislocraiical  and  monarchical  Governments,  per- 
haps, the  reverse  of  this  general  proposition  is 
correct;  and  hence,  perhaps,  the  maxim  in  such 
Governmenis  "  a  national  debt  is  a  national  bless- 
ing." But  in  this  country  I  trust  such  a  maxim 
will  never  insinuate  ilself  into  the  progress  of 
our  affairs,  so  as  to  reach  and  blunt  the  feelings 
of  the  people.  Who  can  deny,  however,  that  with 
forty  millions  of  public  stock,  recently  issued  to 
the  avarice  and  cupidity  of  the  nation,  and  with 
an  almost  equal  amount  contemplated  now  to  be 
j  issued,  that  our  fears  should  be  excited? 

I  shall  regret  to  see,  but  the  period  may  not  be 
far  off,  when  speculators,  stock-jobbers,  and  usur- 
1  ers,  will  swarm  about    your   Capitol,   thrusting 
i  themselves  into  the  very  sanctuary  of  your  Legis- 
lature; infesting  your  lobbies  and  galleries;  kindly 
'  devising  and  advising  the  laws  for  your  enact- 
ment.    So  deeply  intero>ted  for  the  public  good, 
their  precious  lime  will  be  wholly  devoted  to  aid- 
ing  you   in  financial  arrangements.     The  period 
:  may  be  at  hand,  sir,  when  you  will  ste  iheax 
moving  about  your  palace,  and  the  departments 
of  your  Cabinet,  disinterestedly  helping  your  Sec- 
I  retaries  to  select  suitable  persons  for  the  offices  of 
I  your  Government.     Let  this  moneyed  influence 
I  get  the  advantage  of  your  means,  and  your  Gov- 
;  ernment  will  be  lo  il  *•  as  clay  in  'he  hands  of  the 
i  potter;"  it  will  mould  and  fashion  it  to  its  own 
liking.     Yes,  fir,  let   these  usurers  get  foothold, 
I  and   they  will  prey  upon  your  vitals;  you  will 
see  ihem  hovering  about  your  Treasury  like  crows 
about  a  carcass,  croaking  for  the  last  morsel. 

My  opposition  lo  the  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  for 
cause  extrinsic,  arises  from  the  avowed  applica- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  loan  to  the  carrying 
on  the  war  of  conquest  in  which  we  are  engaged  ; 
a  war,  the  retrospect  of  which  humbles  the  just 
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r.  k)ride  which  Atiericans  did  feel,  and,  I  trust,  may 
I Jyet  feel;  a  war  the  prosecution  of  which  reason 
f  »and  expei  ience  forbid  ;  for,  in  prospect,  our  coun- 
5  -try's  honor,  and  its  fame,  and  hope,  are  cast  in 
i  shade,  and  vre  ran  >carcely  collect  a  ray  of  light 
A  Ho  irradiate  the  picture. 

•  In  viewing  the  subject  of  ihis  war,  avowedly 
J  ^prosecuted  for  the  conquest  of  Canada,  we  are 
i  ^naturally  led  to  consider  the  causes  of  its  decla- 
V  Iration,  the  cause  of  its  continuance,  and  the  con- 
}  ^equeuces-flowrng  from  its  prosecution.  As  it  is 
4  jaol  niy  present  purpose  to  detain  the  Committee 
^  -with  a  manuteor  critical  examination  of  either 
l-|of  these  t(/)pics,  I  shall  limit  myself  to  very  few 
t  (remarks,  J        i 

J  ^  But,  sir,jwe  are  to  be  checked  at  the  threshold 
I  of  this  discussion.  We  are  told  by  the  majority 
.  t^hat  the  causes  and  consequences  of  the  war  are 

i*  ^seless  diseussions;  that  war  is  duly  declared  by 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Government; 
jpnd  to  holij  and  inculcate  opinions  against  it  is  to 
bppose  Gfeiveruinent— It  is  moral  treason.  Gen- 
tlemen h^ve  not  yet  gone  so  far  as  to  pronounce 
ihe  eiprejsion  of  our  opinions  as  actual  treason, 
.  ^ut  have'  coint-d  a  new  grade  of  offence,  and 
^christened  us  -'moral  traitors."  Whether  this 
^lewly  devised  offence  of  differing  with  the  Ad- 
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I  pinistratii^n  in  opinion,  and  assuming  the  hardi- 

Iiiood  to  exjpress.such  opinion  on  this  floor,  and  in 
Ithis  natioij.  is  to  be  chastised  with  the  arm  and 
ihe  powej:  of  tlie  Administration,  is  yet  to  be 
i  learned.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
jACK80N)'(ias  told  us.  however,  when  speaking 
I  of  this  m--y  species  of  treason,  that  it  must  be 
j  put  down  ,  the  Administration  must  adopt  a  new 
j  jnotto,  pui  u  down  "  peaceably  if  they  can,  forci- 
'  |)ly  if  tney  must." 

I  :  Now.  sir,  befoire  this  motto  shall  be  engraved 
I  i^pon  the  tablets  of  the  Administration.  I  conjure 
I  jentlemen  to  pause  !  The  people  of  this  country 
jl  ^re  freemen  in  sentiment,  freemen  in  action  ;  and. 
I  *«fore  you  can  abridge  them  of  the  liberty  of 
I  forming  and  expressing  their  opinions  upon  the 
I  ijpeasures  of  the  Administration,  you  must  abridge 
|^eirexisle*nce.  Aregentlemen  aware  of  the  con- 
Japquences  of  establishing  this  motto  ?  The  mere 
vJiiggesiion'K  calculated  to  lead  the  sturdy  yeo- 
jliianry  of  this  country  to  the  jealous  point  of 
jcjaring,  an<l!the  attempt  to  enforce  it  would  bring 
jUpon  us  theSiorrors  of  civil  war.  Before  gentle- 
Tipen  asseDtUo  this  motto,  let  them  trace  the  ef- 
|l#cts;  let  tl;em  count  the  costs.  This  Adminis- 
ItJ^atioa  nevbjf  cpdd  enforce  a  doctrine  so  absurd. 
f  sj>  tyrannical.  Sir.  the  single  State  of  Connecti- 
•cJLir.  adopting  the  opinion  of  a  just  right,  which 
|tjiey  believed  authorized  and  secured  by  the  Con- 
i8|ilution,  cryuld  not  be  put  down  by  the  whole 
Jlfcrce  of  thtv  Administration  south  of  the  Chesa- 
♦f4?ake.  I  regret,  sir.  that  this  subject,  in  itself 
Jdjlicate.  coijld  not  have  been  handled  with  a  del- 
*i<Jacy  better^  adapted  to  assuage  and  soften  down 
,^«  "Titaticiis  of  human  nature;  but  it  is  an  inci- 
(O^nt  to  the  peedom  of  opinion  and  discussion  to 
jr  ;sist  every  :encroachmeni  upon  either  in  the  lan- 
jgjiage  ot  trjith  and  firmness. 
i  \  The  maji^rity  find  it  very  difficult  to  agree  on 


the  just  cause  for  the  continuance  of  this  war. 
The  cause  assigned  for  its  declaration,  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council  inhibiting  neutral  com- 
merce to  certain  French  ports,  ceased  with  their 
revocation.     Whether  these  orders  were  really 
just  cause  of  war  as  against  Great  Britain,  or 
whether    they    were    merely    retaliatory    of   the 
French  decrees,  has  been  so  often   and  so  ably 
discussed-  that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  on  that  point.     Suflice  it  to 
say  they  are  now  revoked.     They  were  revoked 
within  five  days  of  the  declaration  of  war.     Nor 
will   I  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  to  inquire 
whether  the  Orders  in  Council  were  revoked  Id 
consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees, 
or  the  coercive  effects  of  our  restrictive  system. 
I  will  only  observe  that  the  British  were  pledged 
to  revoke  their  restrictions  whenever  the  French 
decrees  were  repealed,  and  due  notice  given  of 
such  repeal.     They  redeemed  their  pledge— they 
did  revoki!  them.     Neither  will  I  examine  whe- 
ther it  was  the  deception  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment practised  upon  our  Administration,  devel- 
oped in  their  celebrated  decree,  bearing  date  11th 
April,  1811,  (now  universally  admitted  to  be  fab- 
ricated,) that  precipitately  brought  our  Adminis- 
tration inio  this  war. 

The  ostensible  cause  of  war  was  these  Orders 
in  Council.     So  said  the  friends  of  the  war  in 
Congress  when  developing  the  views  of  the  Ad- 
ministration ;  such.  too.  is  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee  who    responded    to    the    President's    war 
Message;  and  so  wrote  the  Secretary  of  Stale  to 
our  foreign  Minister.    This  ostensible  cause,  then, 
IS  removed,  and  yet,  the  war  is  continued.     On  re- 
ceipt of  the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council,   the  British   Provincial   Governor  pro- 
posed an  armistice  by  land,  and  Admiral  War- 
ren seconded  his  views  by  a  similar  proposition 
by  sea.     Our  Government   rejected  the  proposi- 
tions,    ll    our  Administration  was  disposed  for 
peace,  why  not,  alter   the  revocation  of  her  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  a  proposition  from  the  ene- 
my for  an  armistice,  why  not  accede  to  it  ?    Could 
a  moment  more  favorable  have  been  expected  ? 
if  the  Administration  had  then  consented  to  have 
stayed  the  arm  of  hostility  and   devastation,  its 
Iriends  would  not  have  been  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity ot  hunting  up  other  causes  for  the  continu- 
ance ol  the  war. 

We  are  now  told  that  impressment  is  the  prin- 
cipal cause.  The  British  contend  for  the  right 
of  searching  neutral  merchant  vessels  upon  the 
highway  of  nations,  and  taking  out  such  of  their 
own  citizens  as  they  may  find  on  board  such 
vessels.  This  claim  set  up  by  the  British  fre- 
quently operates  injuriously.  From  the  similar- 
ity of  habits  and  language  of  the  two  nations, 
mistakes  are  often  made,  and  American  sailors 
have  been  the  victims  of  the  enemy's  policy  ;  but 
whenever  they  have  chosen  to  assert  and  mani- 
fest their  citizenship,  they  have  always  been  re- 
leased. This  claim  of  the  British  has  uniformly 
been  considered  as  one  operating  unjustly  and 
every  Administration,  from  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington down  to  the  present,  have  made  it  cause 
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of  complaint;  none,  however,  have  thought  it 
cause  of  war.  The  principal  irritations  growing 
out  of  this  subject  have  arisen  from  British  sub- 
jects claiming  American  protections.  Many 
worthless  foreigners,  renegade  Irit-h,  Scotch,  and 
Englishmen,  have  not  only  attempted  to  palm 
themselves  upon  British  officers  as  Americans, 
but  have  actually  succeeded  in  the  attempt. 
These  impositions  frequently  detected,  and,  per- 
haps, attributable  in  some  measure  to  the  manner 
in  which  American  protections  are  obtained,  op- 
erate upon  the  real  American  sailor  by  alarming 
the  jealousy,  ^arpening  the  scrutiny,  and  ex- 
citing the  tyranny  of  the  British  officer.  My  ob- 
ject being  to  show  that  this  complaint  of  impress- 
ment was  not  considered  as  a  cause  of  war,  I  have 
merely  adverted  to  the  causes  assigned  contem- 
poraneously with  Its  declaration,  and  content  my- 
self with  the  iuferencc  which  inevitably  follows. 

Gentlemen  who  feel  the  force  of  these  recol- 
lections are  driven  to  assign  other  causes;  and, 
what  is  not  astonishing,  when  ingenuity  alone  is 
to  be  exercised,  they  do  not  agree  as  to  what  was 
really  the  cause  of  the  war.  An  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (.Mr.  Ingkrsoll) 
thought  it  was  cause  of  war  that  the  British  de- 
nied the  doctrine  •'  that  free  ships  make  free 
goods."  Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Jackso.n)  of 
the  majority,  showed  that  the  British  were  cor- 
rect, and  if  you  allow  the  neutral  flag  to  protect 
the  goods  that  sailed  under  it.  it  might  lead  to  the 
most  abominable  fraud. 

Another  cause  urged  by  gentlemen  is.  that  the 
enemy  instigated  the  Indians  to  hostility  against 
us.  One  gentleman.  (Mr.  I.)  said  it  was  a  "  mo 
mentous  case  of  war,"  and  he  was  surprised  the 
Administration  did  not  think  of  it  when  war  was 
declared;  "  there  never  was  so  fine  an  opportu- 
nity for  making  a  declaration  of  war."  If  this 
gentleman  is  right,  then  it  is  cause  of  just  regret 
to  the  majority  that  they  were,  at  that  period, 
deprived  of  talents  so  asiute  and  brilliant  as  his. 
for  they  undoubtedly  would  have  had  a  declara- 
tion of  war.  surpassing  in  its  effects  the  most  fin- 
ished proclamation  of  the  present  era. 

A  recurrence  to  the  history  of  the  session  of 
Congress,  in  1812.  will  convince  this  gentleman 
that  he  is  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  of  the  existence 
of  this  cause  of  war.  The  Administration  were 
certainly  not  unmindful  of  the  great  advantage 
such  a  cause  would  have  had  in  enlisting  the  feel- 
ings of  the  community  in  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  then  determined  hostility ;  a  commiitee  of 
Ihis  House  was  therefore  'aised  to  inquire  spe- 
cially into  the  subject ;  and,  although  a  labored 
report  was  prepared  and  printed,  it  was  thought 
most  advisable  to  suffer  it  to  rest  undisturbed 
upon  the  shelf — not  unlike  another  late  volumi- 
nous report.  The  barbarity  of  the  circumstances 
is  more  apparent  than  their  authenticity  is  satis- 
factory;  and  opposed  to  this  doubtful  presump- 
tive testimony,  was  the  positive  disavowal  of  the 
British  Minister,  Mr.  Foster,  of  the  connexion  of 
bis  Government  with  the  Indian  aggressions. 

The  Orders  in  Council  have  ceased.  Impress- 
ment 18  a  subject  of  complaint,  not  a  cause  of 


war.  The  instieation  of  the  Indian  hostility  lacks 
authenticity.  Our  war  is  therefore  continued 
without  a  sufficient  cause. 

If  our  cause  was  just,  and  the  feelings  of  the 
people  were  united  to  avenge  it.  this  Administra- 
tion ought  not  to  be  intrusted  with  conducting  it. 
The  history  of  the  progress  of  the  war  has  fixed 
upon  the  Administration  a  character  too  promi- 
nent to  be  concealed,  too  just  to  be  denied  ;  its 
principal  characteristics  are  impotency  of  man- 
agement, and  profligacy  of  expense. 

The  minority,  who  resisted  the  declaration  of 
war,  in  a  course  of  manly  prediction  and  almost 
miraculous  prophecy,  pointed  out  its  evils.  They 
warned  you,  as  with  a  voice  of  wisdom,  against 
the  delusive  scheme  of  conquering  the  Canadas; 
they  foretold  to  you  many  of  the  disasters  which 
have  since  been  realized  ;  they  warned  you  of  the 
danger  of  your  seaboard  ;  and  they  conjured  you 
to  avoid  the  desolation  of  your  Western  frontier  : 
these  warnings  were  regarded  not,  but  they  can- 
not be  forgotten,  and  the  truth  of  them  will  add 
poignancy  to  their  recollection. 

A  recurrence  to  the  events  of  the  war  is  but 
little  more  than  a  review  of  our  disgraces.  Whe- 
ther we  commence  with  the  ''planting  of  our 
standard"  in  the  enemy's  province  by  Hull,  or 
terminate  with  the  progress  ol  our  last  Northern 
campaign,  the  result  is  the  same.  Our  armies 
wasted,  our  means  dissipated,  and  a  fair  portion 
of  our  country  laid  in  ruin.  Though  brave  offi- 
cers and  good  soldiers  have  labored  to  support 
the  sinking  honor  of  the  country,  their  efforts 
have  been  counterbalanced  by  the  weakness  and 
the  folly  of  the  plans  and  the  counter-plans  of  the 
principal  managers.  The  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  on  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms, 
developes  most  strikingly  the  weakness,  if  not  the 
wickedness,  of  those  who  conducted  the  last  cam- 
paign. An  examination  of  this  correspondence 
will  satisfy  any  gentleman  that,  instead  of  your 
armies  being  directed  by  the  united  energies  of 
your  officers,  petty  jealousies,  malignant  hatred, 
and  much  mysterious  cunning,  have  distracted 
and  defeated  their  operations  ;  instead  of  seeking 
honorable  fame,  achieved  by  great  and  glorious 
deeds,  they  seem  to  have  sought  that  compara- 
tive fame,  which  elevates  itself  by  the  destruction 
of  others. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  to  show  the 
various  changes  of  the  plan  of  the  Northern  cam- 
paign ;  how  one  day  Kingston  was  to  be  taken  by 
a  •'  direct  attack"  of  the  army,  crossing  from  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor.  a.id  the  next  day  by  an  "indirect 
attack"  by  the  way  of  Montreal ;  nor  will  I  point 
to  the  cordiality  with  which  the  principal  Gen- 
erals so  manifestly  '•  harmonized"  in  the  great 
objects  of  the  camjjaign  ;  nor  shall  I  attempt  to 
describe  with  what  deep  skill  the  prime  juggler 
behind  the  .scene  moves  the  puppets  for  their  de- 
struction or  his  eventual  fame. 

When  the  war  was  declared,  Canada  was  to  be 
taken  in  ten  week'.  All  the  power  that  Admin- 
istration have  wished,  or  could  derive  under  the 
Government,  has  been  at  its  disposal.  Armies  as 
large  as  the  majority  chose  to  vote  them  have 
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been  granted  ;  money,  as  much  as  has  been  asked 
fur.  has  heen   pbiained;  in  short.  Administration 
has  comniatidJ'd   the  Constitutional   resources   of 
i  the  couir-ry.aiid  what  has  it  accomplished  ?    We 
now  hav^e  acli^al  possession  of  Maiden,  and  imag- 
inary pOi..sessi(,o  of  the  wilderness  opposite   De- 
troit, wliile  the  enemy  have  possession  of  the  im- 
portant   peninsula    connecting   Lakes    Erie   and 
,  Oniano.-iind  of  the  desolated  remains  of  the  once 
^  flourishijjg  vilJages  along  the  iS'iagara.     Such   is 

•  the  prog, ess  your  Administration  have  made  to- 
1  wards  ihf  conquest  of  Canada — so  they  have  ful- 

•  filled  lli^-lr  engagements  of  glorious  warfare. 

,  But.  s/r.  the  proriigacy  of  our  present  expense 
I  is  equalii*d  only  by  the  diminution  of  the  radical 
I  resourcej  of  the  country.  The  estimate  for  the 
■  current  :year,  and  a  reasonable  allowance  for 
J  clainas  of  indeeanity.  added  to  a  loss  of  commercial 

•  revenujt.-will  probably  fall  little  short  of  one  hun- 
J  dred  millions  ..)f  dollars;  while  a  permanent  irrep- 
I  arable  toj's  to  Ihe  wealth  of  your  country,  arises 
,  from  ibe^divecsion  of  foreign  commerce,  from  a 

•  cbange  of  the  industrious  habits  of  the  country, 
;  and  from  a  W8|nt  of  the  necessary  labor  for  agri- 
i  cultural  pursuits. 

-  Two  ypars  have  nearly  expired  since  we  have 
f  been  eogtged  jn  this  contest,  which  now  is  gen- 
f  erally  caUed  a  war  for  "sailors'  rights"— a  war  to 

protect  foreigners  against  their  lawful  sovereign 
f  on  the  hi;jh  >e!is.  Were  it  to  protect  the  natu- 
.  ralized  chtizen  on  our  own  soil,  who  mingles  and 

mixes  in  the  homebred  duties  of  social  life,  every 
J  feeling  of  my  !heart  would  be  engaged;  but  for 
'  the  protection   of  such  ''sailors'  rights,"  I  would 

not  sacriftce  oiie  native  American.  And  yet,  sir. 
^^offbesfc" sailors'  rights."  have  you  expended 
i  millions  "hud  inillions  of  your  treasure,  loaded 
'  your  cititti^ns  w-ith  taxes,  and  sacrihced  the  peace 
'and  happijness  t)f  every  class  in  society.  In  this 
.  war  for  "  iailors'  rights,"  have  your  villages  been 
'.pillaged,  wnocence  violated,  the  peaceful  dwell- 
tings  of  yciir  citizens  razed,  and  a  whole  country 
•desolated^  YC-s,  sir,  armies  have  been  swept 
•away,  roajy  valuable  lives  have  been  lost— not  so 
jmany  va^able  lives,  for  into  your  Army,  gene- 
;rally,  yoi^'have  been  unable  to  draw  men  either 

•  valuable  ,0  the»nselves,  or  valuable  to  the  com- 
,'muniiy..* 

From  ;t)l   these  considerations,  I  cannot  give 

my  vote  f.jr  thi'<  enormous   loan.     If,   instead   uf 

purposes  (jf  conquest,  the  majority  would  devise 

.a  system  li)r  defending  our  own  soil,  I  would  yield 

them  eveiy  aid.  however   badly   I   think   of  the 

I'original  ca|use  uf  war.  of  its  continuance,  or  the 

-managers  iof  it. I 

^  I  know  Jny  constituents  arc  unwilling  to  barter 
jtheir  livesjand  their  fortunes  for  the  conquest  of 
'Canada,  and.  wtith  me.  would  withhold  every  dol- 
;Ur  whichSs  impended  for  that  object.  Yes.  sir,  1 
:Would  bar^  the  inain  spring  of  your  political  clock, 
♦and  let  yiiur  jjourneymen  politicians  wind  and 
.-wind  in  v^in;  no  longer  should  be  rung,  in  mel- 
i.ancholy  ckime^  the  dreadful  notes  of  desolation 
:and  distress  fro-n  Georgia  to  Maine,  from  Chara- 
^plain  to  C^learss. 
!     When  Mr.  Sherwood  had  concluded— 

•  i        { 
I        } 


Mr.  Grundy  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

.Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  determined  to  remain 
silent  during  this  discussion,  and  nothing  but  ihe 
extraordinary  course  pursued  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  ci-uld  have  induced 
me  to  relinquish  that  determination.  Not  satis- 
fied with  replying  to  the  arguments  urged  by  the 
majority  at  the  present,  tliey  have  assailed  senti- 
ments advanced  by  me  at  the  last  session;  nor 
has  this  been  dune  by  one  or  two  only,  but  by  all 
who  have  addressed  you  ;  yes.  sir,  from  the  great- 
est to  the  least — from  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  (.Mr.  Pickeri.no.)  down  to 
ihegentlemen  from  North  Carolina, (Messrs,  Ccl- 
PEPER  and  Pearson.)  who  spoke  a  short  lime 
since — this  lias  constituted  the  burden  of  their 
song.  But  for  this,  I  should  have  been  saved  the 
trouble  of  speaking,  and  you  the  fatigue  of  hear- 
ing me. 

Before  I  proceed  to  an  examination  of  their 
arguments,  the  Committee  will  indulge  me  a  few 
moments  in  taking  a  view  of  the  subjects  under 
consideration,  ditftrent  from  any  yet  presented. 

The  Cummittee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  re- 
commf'uded   to  the  House  the  adoption  of  a  bill 
providing   for  a  loan  of  twenty-five   millions   of 
dollars;  the  majority  seem  disposed  to  grant  the 
supply  asked  for,  the  minority  say  it  ought  not 
to  be  granted — the  question  then  is,  which  party 
is  right?     This  can  best  be  decided  by  an  exam- 
ination into  the  effects  which  will  result  from  the 
adoption  of  the  one  course  or  the  other.     If  more 
public  good   will  result  from   the  passage  of  the 
bill  than  from  its  rejection,  the  minority  are  act- 
ing erroneously.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  more  evil 
will  arise  from  its  passage  than  from  its  rejection, 
the  minority  are  acting  coirectly.     You  are  en- 
gaged, Mr.  Chairman,  in  a  war  with  a  powerful 
nation,  tn  whose  magnanimity  and  justice,  judg- 
ing from   past   experience,  you   can   place  uo  re- 
liance.   Should  this  bill  pass,  you  will  be  prepared 
to  arm  the  American   people,  and  (should  nego- 
tiation fail)  meet  your  enemy  in  the  field  of  bat- 
tle ;  you  will  be  prepared  to  assert  your  rights  by 
the  sword  ;  you  will  exhibit  your  Governinenl  in 
the  altitude  which  is  most  commanding,  with  the 
sword  in  the  one  hand,  and  the  olive  branch  in 
the  other,  saying  to  the  enemiesof  your  country- 
Choose  ye  which   to  select.     This  is  what    the 
majority  recommend.     What  is  the  course  advo- 
cated  by  the  minority?     Disarm  the  American 
people,  lay  down  your  weapons  of  warfare,  and 
do  what?     Ask  pardon  and  forgivenes.s,  for  your 
transgressions,  and  accept  of  such  terms  as  the 
enemy  will  accord  to  you.     Is  this  a  course  worthy 
of  a  great  and  free  people?     Would  you  not  by 
this  demonstrate  to  the  world  that  you  are  un- 
worthy of  that  liberty  which  you  enjoy  ?     I  con- 
less,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  almost  lerapled  to  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  gentlemen's  declarations,  when  I 
look  at  the  low  and  degraded  state  to  which  the 
country  would  be  reduced,  should  the  opposition 
to  this  bill  succec^.     Further,  sir.  by  the  money 
contemplated  to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of 
this  bill,  you  can  comply  with  all  your  engage- 
ments ;  you  can  pay  the  officers  and  soldie'rs'al- 


ready  in  your  service  ;  you  can  support  that  navy 
of  whioli  all  parlies  claim  to  be  the  patrons  ;  you 
can   pay  the  stipulated  portion  of  former  debts; 
in  short,  you  will  support  the  public  credit; — re- 
ject  It.  and  you   cannot  pay  those  at  pre>ent   in 
your  employment  ;    your   navy    must   rot,    your 
ability  to  obtain  loans  at  any  future  period  will 
be  entirely  annihilated  ;  for  once  let  it  be  ascer- 
tained thai  your  punctuality  is  not  to  be  depended 
on,  rely  on  it,  it  will  be  idle  to  attempt  to  borrow. 
What,  sir,  has  hitherto  kept  up  the  price  of  Amer- 
ican  stock   at    home  and  abroad?     It    has   been 
that  rigid  regard  to  justice  and  good  faith  which  | 
has  at  all  times  characterized   this  Govtruraent. 
There  are  cases  in  which,  probably,  a  government 
might  fail  punctually  to  comply  with  its  engage- 
ments, and  still   the  public  credit   might  not  be 
greatly  affected.     This  would  not,  however,  be 
one  of  those  cases;    because,   in    this    instance, 
there  would  not  only  be  a  failure,  but  it  would 
be   unaccompanied   with   an  honest   exertion  to- 
wards compliance.     If,   sir,  the    idea  shall   ever 
meet  with  public  sanction,  that  one  political  party 
may  incur  a  debt  and   their   political  opponents 
stand  justified  in  refusing  to  discharge  it,  I  pro- 
nounce that  public  credit  is  at  an  end,  and  this 
form  of  government  will  soon  follow  a.     At  the 
last  session,  a  gentleman  Irom  New  York  (Mr. 
Oakley)  furnished  the  best  apology  that  could 
be  made  for  his  vote  against  the  loan  bill;  but  I 
have  heard  nothing  of  the  kind  from  others ;  and 
even  his  apology  was  not  very  satisfactory.     Ai"- 
tcr  the  passage  of  that  bil>^  he  declared  he  would 
have  voted  for  it, only  he  knew  the  majority  were 
bound  to  pass  it.     He  seemed  justly  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  preserving  the  public  faith.     I 
thought    the  sentiiuenl   honorable  to  hiiu;    but  I 
confess  it  did  occur  to  me  that  he  had  adopted 
too  easy  a  method  to  get  clear  of  the  trouble  of 
doing  his   duty  for   himself.     I  did  suppose   that 
the  better  way  was  for  each  individual  to  do  that 
which  appeared   riglil   to  himself,  and   not  leave 
it  to  others  to  perform  it  for  him.     If,  however, 
that  iientleman  can  reconcile  such  conduct  to  his 
own"  conscience,  it   is  not   tor  me   to  censure   or 
condemn.     Who,  Mr.  Chairman,  complain  most 
of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  country  ?     The 
very  men  who  refuse  to  ^rant  men  anJ   money 
for  its  defence.     They  say  they  need   protection, 
and  f rimmate  the  Gjvcrnmenl  for  the  want  of 
it;  and  at  the  same  time  use  all  their  exertions 
to  withhold  from  the  Administration  the  means 
of  protecting  them. 

Sir,  members  venerable  for  their  age  and  ex- 
perience, and  more  so  for  their  pursuits  in  life, 
(for  they  profess  to  be  the  interpreters  of  the  word 
of  truth,)  have  said  in  debate  that  this  is  a  wicked 
and  irreligious  war;  and  quote  the  ex[»resjions, 
'•  Thou  shall  not  kill,"  (tc,  'Love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself,"  dec.  in  support  of  this  charge.  Do 
these  gentlemen  suppase  that  the  book  to  which 
they  refer,  the  authority  of  which  all  admit,  is  so 
little  understood  that  misinterpretations  of  this 
kind  can  be  practised  successfully  ?  Can  it  be 
believed,  that  that  Dfiiy.  who,  on  many  occasions, 
expressly  commanded  wars  to  be  made ;  he  who 


led  his  favorite  people  to  battle,  and  was  a  shield 
and  defence  to  them  in  the  hour  oi  danger,  should 
condemn  all  wars  as  unlawful  ?  These  gentle- 
men havi'  forgotten  that  the  British  Government, 
which  they  consider  as  the  great  promoter  of 
Christianity,  is  in  the  habit  oC  shedding  human 
blood  by  her  wars.  Yes,  thai  moral  and  religious 
nation  is  more  frequently  engHged  in  war  than 
any  other;  not  defensive  wars  only,  but  offensive 
foreign  wars.  Examine  her  liislory.  and  you 
will  find  that  within  the  last  six  hundred  and 
ten  years  she  has  been  at  war  two  hundred  and 
sixty-one  years  with  a  single  nation  ;  and  during 
that  period  she  has  never  been  invaded,  though 
at  particular  periods  greatly  threatened.  The 
same  gentlemen  affect  to  value  the  blessings 
of  civil  liberty,  as  enjoyed  by  us,  and  to  revere 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates;  and  can 
they  not  remember  that  these  are  the  effects  of 
the  war  of  the  Revolution*?  If  all  wars  are  for- 
bidden by  the  law  of  God,  the  Revolution  was 
an  immoral  and  wicked  ihing,  and  those  who 
achieved  it  are  liable  to  censure,  rather  than  en- 
titled to  that  praise  which  all  parlies  unite  in  be- 
stowing on  ihem. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  it  is  unjust  to  invade 
Canada.  In  the  Revolutionary  war  it  was  inva- 
ded ;  and  1  defy  those  who  pretend  they  are  the 
disciples  of  Washington,  to  show  any  difference 
111  principle  between  the  propriety  of  an  invasion 
then,  and  an  invasion  now.  Yet  at  that  period 
the  illustrious  man  who  comiuanded  the  Amer- 
ican armie.s,  and  all  those  who  were  united  with 
him  ill  rescuing  this  country  from  ihe  unfeeling 
grasp  of  a  foreign  tyrant,  decided  that  the  con- 
(juesi  of  the  Cauadas  was  just  and  expedient. 

1  come  now.  Mr.  Chairman,  to  speak  on  that 
point  which  produced  the  necessity  of  my  ad- 
dressing you  :  Moral  treason — that  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  me  at  a  former  session,  which  has 
excited  so  much  sensibility,  and  given  rise  to  so 
much  censure.  To  whom  have  I  ascribed  it? 
Not  to  those  who  exercise  their  Constitutional 
privilege  of  opposing  measures  before  they  are 
adopted  by  the  constituted  authorities;  not  to 
those  who  shall,  even  after  their  adoption,  deliver 
their  sentiments  freely  against  them  ;  not  to  those 
who  shall  fail  to  join  the  Army  ihemselve-s,  or 
decline  to  loan  their  money  ;  but  to  those  who 
shall  exert  their  influence  to  prevent  others  from 
enlisting,  and  shall  combine  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  loans  from  being  filled.  Men 
of  the  latter  description,  1  did  say,  were,  in  my 
judgment,  guilty  of  treason  in  a  moral  point  of 
view.  I  say  so  still.  It  is  an  opinion  which  re- 
flection has  doubly  confirmed  ;  il  is  an  opinion  I 
shall  never  retract.  So  far  from  it,  would  to  God 
it  were  written  in  letters  of  sunshine  in  the  very 
centre  of  Heaven,  that  all  the  world  might  read. 
It  IS  opposing  the  laws  after  they  are  constitu- 
tionally enacted;  it  is  attempting  to  prevent  the 
operation  of  the  laws  by  other  means  than  a  re- 
peal of  them;  and  t>>e  latter  is  the  only  way  in 
which  1  believe  the  effect  of  any  law  cau  with 
propriety  be  defeated. 

Gentlemen  who  are  so  very  sensitive  on  thii> 


ttl 


f^ 


i 


1 


*i 


1536     i 

f- 

H.  OF.  R.; 

==t 

•subject  hua  better  look  back  a  few  years,  and  see 
j,how  iheyjtliounht  and  acted  when  m  power,  and 
tperhaps  a;  revij-w  of  this  kind  will  show  them 
,the  true  dr'fference  between  us  on  this  point.  We 
'say  such  (.ondupt  as  I  have  described  is  unju.sii- 
Wiable.  We  a«!vise.  we  admonish,  we  entreat 
•those  who.  pracjtise  it.  to  desist.  Not  so  in  1798. 
The  pariy'-then  in  power  acted  ;  they  passed  their 
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or  Government,  then  such  person,  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  any  court  of  the  United  8tate«  having 
Jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  and  by  impriBonment 
not  exceeding  two  years. 

Now,  sir.  examine  the  extent  of  the  provisions 
I  have  read.  It  is  declared,  that  if  any  persons 
shall   unlawfully  combine   or  conspire   together, 


i    :    States."  ' 
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Sedition  l^w;  Ujey  recorded  their  disapprobation     with  intent  to  oppose  any  measure  or  measures 

of  such  c*)ndurt;  and  a   republican  member  of    of  the  General  Government,  which  are  or  shall 

Congres*,  from*  Vermont,  suffered  the  penalties     be  directed  by  proper  authority,  or  to  impede  the 

imposed.     And'  sir,  recollect,  this  look  place  in     operation  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  &.c. 

what  IS  called    the  quasi  war  with    France,  and  [  Suppose  the  first  branch  of  the  sentence  should 

not  at  a  p*|riod  when  dangers  assailed  the  nation  \  be  construed  to  extend  to  cases  only  where  open 

on  every,  s^de.  aj  at  present.  ;  force  was  intended  to  be  applied,  yet  the  terms 

Let  usrjcur  to  that   law.  and   see  whether  its  I  "to  combine  or  conspire  together,  with  intent  to 

provisions  jwou^d  not  punish  those  guilty  of  such  |  impede  the  operation  of  any  law  of  the  United 

jronduci  as^I  haye  censured:  '  States,"  would  clearly  embrace  those  who  com- 

*An  Act  in  idditidn  to  the  act,  entitled  ".\n  act  for  the     ^'"^  ^"^  conspire  together  to  prevent   the  filling 

«    punishtni^nt  o^  certain  crimes  against  the  United     °^  '''^   loans  and   the   ranks  of  the  Army.     Ot^ 

"^     -         "'     •  corva     \Ar      r~'koivm«n      in    .k_ .1 .: L 


serve,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  second  section,  how 
careful  those  who  noir  talk  so  much  about  the 


f    Sxc.  1.  Ae  itdnacUd  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of    f?^'"'"'   'J""'*       ,  

^epruentaUres  o^  the  I'niled  States  of  America,  in  '  ^^"^^^Y  «•  speech  and  of  the  press  were  to  guard 
Congress  a^embied.  That  if  any  person  shall  unlaw-  ^^i^niselves  from  the  attacks  of  their  opponents. 
Vulij  combine  or  conspire  together,  with  intent  to  op-  ''To  defame  either  House  of  Congress,  or  the 
^ose  any  njeasure  or  measures  of  the  Government  of  President  of  the  United  Stales,  with  intent  (o 
fhe  United  States,  which  are  or  shall  be  directed  by  bring  them  into  contempt  or  disrepute,"  was 
iiroper  autlfority.  or  to  impede  the  operation  of  any  i  made  punishable.  And  this  bill  passed  the  Sen- 
law  of  the  ^Jnited  States,  or  to  iatimidate  or  prevent  >  ate  of  the  United  States,  containing  only  the  two 
juiy  person iholdihg  a  place  or  office  in  or  under  the  sections  I  have  read,  and  without  any  provision 
I.overnmen,  of  the  Lnited  States,  from  undertaking,  '  that  the  truth  might  be  given  in  evidence  on  the 


\ 
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'                             . -..-w..-«...g,  ...ai  ii.t  tiuiii  tui^iii  ut:  uivcu  in  eviaence  on  me 

performing,  .or  ext-cutmg  his  trust  or  duty;  and  if  any  ;  trial.     Thus  far  I  speak  of  the  facts  as  the  public 

|.erson  or  p.r«,n.  with  mtent  as  aforesaid,  shall  coun-  records  prove  them  to'  be.     I  examined   them  on 

jd   advise,  .or  attempt  to  procure  any  insurrection,  yesterday.     And   1  am  informed  by  a  venerable 

haU  have  ,|.e  proposed  effect  or  not,  ie  or  they  shaU  m  '  p'l     K-'''\  '^'"^'""V  '   ^^'l^^'J'^^'  «C  '"'°* 

\e  deemed  guikylif  high  misdemeanor,  ai'id   on  con-  ^^'^  f'^'^"^°t^  procured,  m  the  House  of  Rep- 

>}iction   befofc  any  court  of  the  United  States  hav.nir  ^  reseniatives.   the   insertion   of  the   third    section, 

^iirisdiclion  thereof,  shall   be  punished   by  a  fine  not  ^   j*^"  declares   that   the   truth   may  be  given  in 

Sxceeding  fire  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  *'V°^"^^  °"   '^^   '^"*'-     Without  this   provision, 

unng  a  tei»w  not  less  than  six  months,  nor  exceeding  ^"*^  would  have  been  the  condition  of  men  pros- 

ve  years;  Ind  further,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  ^^uted  under  that  law?     The   principles   of  the 

<oay  be  hol^en  to  find  sureties  for  his  good  behaviour  common  law  would  have  been  applied,  and  every 

4i  such  sum*,  and  for  such  time,  as  the  said  court  may  gentleman  of  the  law  will  admit,  that  in  cases  of 

I'l'sct.          1  libels,  the  truth  could  not  be  given  in  evideijce  in 

;  Sec.  2.  .^"rf  i«i/ /urM<rr  ena<-/erf,  That  if  any  per-  justification  of  the  defendant.     Here,  then    ac- 

<*on  shall  w|ite,  jvint,  utter,  or  publish,  or  shall  cause  cording  to  the  act  of  the  Senat-'    the  President 

or  procure  t»  be  written,  printed,  uttered,  or  published,  ;  and  earh   House  of  Congress  had  effectually  se- 

Or  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  assist  or  aid  in  writ-  cured  rheir  conduct  from  investif^ation  •    and   to 
Jig,  pnntini.  uttering,  or  publishing  any  false,  scan- ,  the  citizen  who  should  arraign   them   before  the 

dalous,  and   nalictous  writing  or  writings   against  the  :  bar  of  public  opinion,  truth  afforded    no   protec- 

V»overnmcnt.of  the  Lnited  States,  or  either  House  of  tion       Have  anv  atteninr.:  nf  iKi.  H?i  K      ^         ? 

Je  Congresl  of  ti,e  United  States,  or  the  President  of  nc^  the  commenceme^n    of    bp  «         m'"  '"I'i^ 

i^e  Lniied  Jjutes.with  intent  to  defame  the  said  Gov-  mimst  ationT  \n^?^       A  7t     ^^^P^^''^'^*"  ^d- 

^nmont,  or  eithe,:  House  of  the  said  Congress,  or  the  Tn,    '  H  kA  U     •'        >  ^                -  °°'  '■      f '"'" 

laid  PresiJi^t,  o.  to  bring  them,  or  either  of  them  ♦^^"/ ""'^.^o  ^  Houses  of  Congress  been  slandered, 

ijito  disrepute  ;  or  to  excite  against  them,  or  either  or  ""'^  ^^^'^J  ^'\°'^.^'^'^  ^  The  present  majority  wish 

;.ny  of  ther.|,  tlie   hatred   of  the  good   people  of  the  "       '°  hide  their  conduct  from   public  view  and 

United  States,  or  jo  stir  up  sedition  within  the  United  '*^!'""'V-     All   that   is   wished   for   is,  that   those 

fUtes.  or  toieicitftany  unlawful  combinations  therein,  ^-     ^""^  opposed  to  them  should  so  act  as  not  to 

^r  opposingjor  retisung  any  law  of  the  United  States]  '  '"J"""^  'be  public  service.     Those  whose  object  is 

•jr  any  art  of  thu   President  of   the    United    Sutes'  j  ''"^  public  good  need  not  the  aid  of  sedition  law<= 

Jone  m  pcr.uanc-  of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  '^^^V  ^^^V  ^*'^<^  tbem  whose  actions  cannot  bear 

Ji  him  vestcl  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  ,  ^be  light  of  truth.      We  wish  to  effect  our  object 


Jr  to  resist,  rpjMjs.',  or  defeat  any  such  law  or  act ;  or 
^  aid.  encourage,  or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of  any 
^reign  natiou  against  the  United  States,  their  people, 

i        ).      i 


not  by  fines  and  imprisonments,  as  our  predeces- 
sors did,  but  by  making  it  disrepuiablein  the  public 
estimation  to  injure  the  country  by  indirect  means. 
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So  fully,  Mr.  Chairman,  am  I  satisfied  of  the 
correctness  of  the  sentiments  I  have  at  all  times 
entertained  on  this  subject,  that  should  it  be  my 
lot  to  be  placed  in  a  minority,  however  freely  I 
might  express  my  opinions  of  measures,  no  im- 
pediment should  ever  be  thrown  by  me  in  the 
way  of  the  execution,  or  operations  of  the  laws, 
when  once  enacted  except  so  far  as  an  attempt  to 
repeal  them  might  have  that  tendency. 

Agentleraanfrom  New  York  (Mr.GHoavENOR) 
had  certainly  not  well  considered  the  application 
of  a  sentiment  expressed  by  him,  or  sure  I  am  he 
would  not  have  relied  on  it  as  a  justification  of 
the  conduct  of  the  minority  in  this  House.  He 
says,  that  opposition  is  useful  and  beneficial,  and 
to  prove  this,  he  declares  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  opposition  members  of  the  British  Parliament, 
the  American  Revolution  would  never  have  been 
effected.  Grant  it.  We  are  in  the  habit  of  ad- 
miring and  praising  those  who  opposed  the  Brit- 
ish Ministry  during  that  struggle,  because  much 
good  has  resulted  to  the  American  people  from 
their  opposition.  But  if  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  required  that  she  should  retain  the  then 
colonies  as  a  part  of  her  dominions,  have  the  la- 
bors of  these  men  benefited  their  own  country — 
have  the  people  of  Great  Britain  any  cause  to 
thank  them  lur  their  exertions?  Suppose  the 
Opposition  here  should  so  far  prevail  as  to  com- 
pel the  Administration  to  yield  the  great  points 
in  controversy  between  the  two  nations  and  .sur- 
render essential  American  rights — the  same  lan- 
guage we  now  use  in  relation  to  the  Opposition 
in  England,  during  our  struggle  fur  independence, 
might  be  applied  to  the  Opposition  in  ihis  coun- 
try by  Englishmen;  but  the  American  people 
could  feel  under  no  obligations  to  them. 

Another  gentleman  Irom  New  York.  (Mr. 
Shiphkhd)  said,  that  we,  the  majority,  are  pre- 
judiced against  the  religion  of  England.  Sir. 
this  is  the  unkindest  cut  of  all.  I  had  hoped  that 
the  vanity  of  (he  minority  would  have  been  sat- 
isfied m  claiming  for  their  party  ail  the  talents 
and  political  integrity  of  the  country;  but.  not 
contented  with  depriving  us  of  all  respectability 
and  comfort  in  this  life,  they  even  attempt  to 
deprive  us  of  every  hope  for  happiness  in  the 
world  to  come.  This  charge  we  repel  with  in- 
dignation, if  we  do  not  make  as  many  religious 
professions,  it  does  not  therefore  follow  that  we 
possess  less  true  religion  than  our  political  oppo- 
nents. Sir,  what  does  the  gentleman  mean  by  the 
religion  of  England?  I  presume  he  means  what 
is  generally  understood  to  be  the  Protestant,  in 
contradiction  to  the  Catholic  faith.  If  so,  how 
small  a  portion  of  the  American  people  profess 
the  latter  ?  They  are  few  in  number  and  respec- 
table, considering  their  number;  but,  they  neither 
have  the  ability  nor  disposition  to  excite  preju- 
dices against  the  religion  of  England.  The  great 
body  of  the  people  composing  the  pretent  polit- 
ical majority,  profess  the  religion  of  that  country 
from  which  they  descended,  and  cannot  therefore 
on  that  account  feel  any  prejudices  against  Great 
Britain. 

We  not  only  feel   no  prejudices  against  that 
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nation,  but  we  feel  our  partialities  for  it.  It  is 
ihe  land  of  our  fathers,  and  therefore  we  are  par- 
tial to  it;  the  English  language  is  our  language, 
and  therefore  we  are  partial  to  it  ;  all  our  insti- 
tutions, except  those  of  a  political  kind,  derive 
their  origin  from  that  country,  and  therefore  we 
are  partial  to  it ;  we  are  taught  knowledge  from 
English  sources,  and  therefore  we  are  partial  to 
it.  I  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  under  the  in- 
fluence of  these  partialities.  But  shall  J,  on  that 
account,  forget  my  own  country  ?  Shall  I  be 
actuated  by  such  feelings  so  far  as  to  permit  that 
nation  to  trample  under  foot  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States?  No,  sir,  I  love  my  country 
belter  than  I  love  England. 

The  same  gentleman  has  said,  that  that  Gov- 
ernment has  done  more  to  christianize  the  world 
than  all  other  nations.  Sir,  look  to  India,  and  the 
crimsoned  flood  of  the  sacred  Ganges  will  tell 
you  what  that  Government  has  done  to  christian- 
ize the  world.  View  the  idol  of  Juggernaut,  and 
the  mass  of  human  misery  and  death  which  is 
produced  by  an  idolatrous  superstition,  which  is 
not  only  permitted,  but  promoted,  by  this  chris- 
tianizing Government,  for  the  expres-s  purpose  of 
raising  a  revenue  for  the  British  Crown.  Sir,  a 
strong  British  guard  is  there  kept  to  encourage 
superstition,  and  exact  a  tax  from  the  deluded 
pilgrims  who  rei>ort  to  that  place  to  worship. 
That  there  are  many  associations  of  pious  men 
in  England,  who  have  done  much  to  benefit  man- 
kind, is  readily  admitted  ;  but  their  acts  are  not 
the  acts  of  the  Government;  nor  has  the  Gov- 
ernment at  all  times  approved  of  them,  else  how 
did  It  happen  that  the  missionaries  Gordon,  Mor- 
rison, and  Lee,  were  not  permitted  to  depart  for 
India  and  China  in  British  vessels,  but  were  com- 
pelled to  come  to  America  to  obtain  passage  in 
an  American  ship,  in  the  execution  of  their  mis- 
sion ?  Sir,  these  things  I  should  not  have  brought 
to  the  view  of  the  Committee,  had  not  the  strange 
course  in  debate  taken  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  House  rendered  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Chairman — it  is  insinuated  that  the  In- 
dian war  has  been  produced  by  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates.  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen to  show  in  what  manner  this  has  been 
done  ?  It  cannot  be  shown  ;  so  far  from  it,  every 
exertion  has  been  used  to  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  that  unfortunate  people,  and  save  them 
from  that  destruction  which  a  war  with  the 
United  States  must  inevitably  bring  upon  them. 
Yuu  have  sent  your  agents  amongst  them  to 
teach  them  the  arts  of  civilization,  and,  while 
your  Government  was  thus  engaged,  the  agents 
and  traders  of  Great  Britain  were  employed  in 
preventing  the  progress  of  your  labors.  You  sent 
your  teachers,  your  bibles,  and  your  testaments; 
they  sent  their  rum.  their  trinkets,  and  their 
baubles. 

Sir,  during  the  last  Indian  war,  and  after  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  the  agents  of  that  Government  fur- 
nished the  Indians  with  supplies  to  carry  on  their 
savage  warfare,  and  ever  since  they  have  been 
busied  in  inculcating  on  their  minds  seuiitaents 
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biskile  to  theipeopl-  of  the  United  States.  They 
h|\je  been  tt)ld,  as  the  public  documents  abun- 
drntly  prove.:  to  be  prepared  to  strike  the  blow, 
w^if'never  a  rupturie  should  take  place  between 

fvat  Britain  and  khe  United  Slates;  and  it  was 
jng  to  thei!  being;  overcharged  with  sentiments 
xhTs  kind,  that  induced  them  to  commence 
hi'^ilities  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  before  the 
dj(^aration  ol,  war. 

|fflr.  Chairnian,  look  at  that  Indian  war  which 
irt^  jow  ragio<»  in  all  its  fury  in  tfie  Southwest, 
afu  account  fur  its  origin  ?  What  cause  of  com- 
nt  has  the  CreeHc  Nation  ever  had  against  the 
ted  States?  None  is  pretended  ;  it  originated 
he  manner  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  captive 
ciiif  of  thai  patiop,  who  is  now  confined  in  the 
uLyki  in  whi<;l^  I  li»e.  When  asked,  why  his  peo- 
pLjhad  mad<f  war  on  the  United  States,  he  re- 
pi[i«id  :  "  A  letter  came  from  the  North  ;  a  council 
'^(Jihe  chiefs 'was  held;  we  were  promised  arms 
'  |iid  everyiti  Jng  else  necessary,  if  we  could  make 

*  ••ir  on  the  United  Slates  ;  we  were  told  that  the 
'fefitish  wouiid  assist  us  in  recovering  our  lands 
'Od  driving  ^he  people  of  the  United  States  from 
^  ^llem.and  th«it  tht  ancient  order  of  things  should 

*  ji'j  restored— upon  these  conditions  war  was  de- 
•^>lled  on."  This,  sir.  is  the  way  in  which  Great 
Kr,Hain  chrisrtanizes  the  world. 

f  fi  gentlerain  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Pitkin) 
si]4s,  that  the- Adninisiiaiion  has  abandoned  the 
g^Iiund  first  iakeri  with  regard  to  impressment, 
stji'  an  arrangement  on  that  subject  is  all  that  is 
r»)fv  expectct*.  andaot  a  formal  relinquishment  of 
I  ijn)  right  on  t|iepart  of  Great  Britain.  Sir.  a  secu- 
■  rHliagainst  ii^jpresjmentisall  that  was  evorasked  ; 
Mifl  to  us  it  ip  altogether  immaterial,  whether  it 
If-^y  a  renunciation  of  the  right,  or  an  arrange- 
ijejnt  by  whifch  the  otficers  of  the  British  navy 
sfcall  be  proh^*btted;  from  entering  American  ves- 
:  sil',--  and  tak»ng  fiom  ihera  American  citizens. 
4t|d  It  only  ^requires  that  this  point  should  be 
l^irly  stated'to  pfove  that  the  enemy  can  settle 
ij,  Whenever  ?)e  isdisposed  to  act  justly  towards 
\i;3  nation.  ^It  has  been  alleged  by  Great  Bril- 
^cj.  that  hei  seafaring  subjects,  whose  services 

fi  needs,  esCiape  ffom  her  employment  and  enter 
.  lp  the  service  of  the  United  Slates;  and  to  re- 
<ja|im  them,  ihe  luas  been  compelled  to  permit 
ll^t  ofl5cers  tj)  entrr  American  vessels  and  seize 
iStJm.  By  tl^  pa.«»sage  of  a  bill,  commonly  called 
lf.4  seamen's^bill,  this  Government  has  declared 
ijiit  ihis  preJi-it  fcfT  impressment  shall  no  longer 
4x|si,  for  British  seamen  shall  not  be  engaged  in 
ii^  AmericAji  service,  and  ai.'equate  provisions 
ir^  made  to  "effec'uate  the  object  professed.  If 
ai^n  Great  Bfritairj  is  disposed  for  peace,  this  sub- 
Jr(jt  can  forrtj  nero'  stacle. 

J  |t  is  said,  ifiat  Ex:gland  and  her  allies,  since  the 
Itili;  great  ev;inls  \t\  Europe  are  omnipotent.  On 
mh  point,  gfiulen^en  may  calculate  loo  strongly; 

K  Is  one  ori|which  no  man  in  this  country  can 
^Jak  with   cionfidence;  but   it  seems  lo  me  not 

ai|probable  tliai  the  influence  of  England  on  the 
/^ntment   o|'  Eufope   has  already  or  will   soon 

iftii^e.      Hiiljerto   the   power   of  France,  which 
neatened  tj)  ani^ihilate  the  Northern  Powers, 


united  them  with  England  in  opposing  the  Eni- 
peror  of  the  French.  But  now,  when  France  is 
reduced  almost,  if  not  entirely  to  its  ancient  lim- 
its, and  ceases  lo  be  a  terror  to  them,  is  there  not 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  having  humbled  the 
tyrant  of  the  land,  they  will  turn  their  atientioQ 
to  the  tyrant  of  the  ocean  ?  Sir,  I  cannot  believe 
that  Alexander  the  Mediator,  or  Deliverer,  if  you 
please,  will  consent  to  surrender  to  Great  Britain 
those  maritime  rights  for  which  his  Government 
has  at  all  limes  contended.  True,  sir,  while  Rus- 
sia was  struggling  for  her  existence,  while  a  pow- 
erful invasion  threatened  the  capital  of  her  Em- 
pire, her  maritime  claims  were  permitted  to  rest, 
but  they  were  never  abandoned  ;  and  let  it  be  re- 
collected, that  her  maritime  claims  at  all  times 
have  equalled,  if  not  exceeded  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Another  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Sher- 
wood) has  told  you  that  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment was  never  considered  as  a  cause  of  war. 
This  has  often  been  said  before  and  as  often  refu- 
ted— need  I  refer  you  to  the  uniform  sentiment  of 
this  Government  for  upwards  of  twenty  years, 
and  under  every  Administration? 

Sir.  all  parties  when  in  power  have  concurred 
in  declaring  it  to  be  an  evil  not  to  be  borne.  It 
is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  however  great  the 
differences  of  opinion  on  other  polilioal  subjects, 
in  this  all  concurred.  Mr.  Washington,  Mr. 
Pickering,  Mr.  Marsh  ill,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Stod- 
dart,  Mr.  McHenrv,  Mr.  Jefftrson.  Mr.  .Madison, 
Mr.  Monroe,  .Mr.  King,  have  each  in  their  turn 
declared  the  impressment  of  our  citizens  as  prac- 
tised by  Great  Britain  to  be  a  sufficient  cause  of 
war — and  if  persi>>ied  in.  it  would  result  in  an 
open  ruplure  between  the  two  countries  ;  and  al- 
lhouT;h  gentlemen  now  say,  ihat  ilii>  formed  no 
inducement  for  the  declaration  of  war,  at  the  ses- 
sion when  it  was  declared,  yet  examine  the  pub- 
lic documents  of  that  period,  and  it  will  be  dis- 
covered, that  it  was  considered  and  treatid  as 
a  prominent  cause  of  war.  Indulge  me  in  read- 
ing a  paragraph  from  ihe  first  report  made  by 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  at  that  ses- 
sion; the  language  of  the  Committee  is:  "Your 
'  committee  are  not,  however,  of  that  sect  whose 
'  worship  is  at  the  shrine  of  a  calculating  ava- 
'  rice;  and,  while  we  are  laying  before  you  the 
'just  complaints  of  our  merchants  against  the 
'  plunder  of  their  ships  and  cargoes,  we  cannot  re- 
'  frain  from  presenting  to  the  justice  and  hu- 
'  manily  of  our  country  the  unhappy  case  of 
'  our  impressed  seamen.  Alihou<ih  the  groans  of 
'  those  victims  of  barbarity  for  the  loss  of  (what 
'  should    be  dearer  to  Americans  than  life)  their 

•  liberty;  although  thecries  of  their  wives  and  chil- 
'dren  in  the  privation  of  protectors  and  parents 
'  have  of  late  been  drowned  in  louder  clamors  at 
'  the  loss  of  property  ;  yet  is  the  practice  of  for- 

•  cmg  our  mariners  into  the  British  navy,  in  vio- 

•  laiion  of  the  rights  of  our  flag,  carried  on  with 
'  unabated  vigor  and  seventy.  If  it  be  our  duty 
'  to  encourage  ilie  fair  and  leijitiinate  commerce 
'  of  this  country  by  protecting  the  property  of  the 
'  mercbants ;  then  indeed,  by  ai  much  as  life  and 
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*  liberty  are  more  estimable  than  ships  and  goods, 
'  so  much  more  impressive  is  the  duty  to  shield 
'  the  persons  of  our  seamen,  whose  hard  and  hon- 
'  est  services  are  employed,  equally  with  those  of 

*  the  merchants,  in  advancing  under  the  mantle  of 
'  its  laws  the  interests  of  this  country." 

I  could   refer  you   to  other  documents  of  that 
session  containing  sentiments  of  the  same  kind.  , 
but  this  I  deem  sufficient  to  do  away  ihe  effect  of  | 
insinuations  made  by  those  who  were   not   then  j 
members,  and  know  but  lilile  on  ibe  subject.     A  i 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shepfey)  has  said, 
that  the  number  of  American  seamen  impressed  | 
by  the   British    has   been    exaggerated.     How  is  i 
this  proved?     By  bare  assertion,  and  not  other-  I 
wise.     The   official   reports  from   the  American  j 
Government,  show  the  number  to  be  6,237:  this  i 
statement  I  will  rely  on  until  its  incorrectness  is  | 
shown.     But  admit  it  to  be  incorrect,  Lord   Cas-  i 
tlereash.  in  the  British  Parliament,  admitted  that  i 
1,600  American  citizens  had  been  impressed  ;  this 
admission   is  surely  good    evidence   against   the 
British  Government ;  and   recollect  these  are  ad- 
mitted   to  be  native  American  citizens,  not  Brit-  j 
ish   subjects   naturalized   in  this  country.     Now 
let  me  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whether 
if  1.600  men  were  forcibly  taken  from  his  district 
by  any  foreign  Power,  he  would  not  say  it  was 
sufficient  cause  of  war,  and  would  not  condemn 
the  Government   that  would    refuse  them  protec- 
tion ?     I  am  bound  to  believe  he  would  ;  if  so,  is 
the  principle  changed  when  they  are    taken  from 
any  other  quarter?     Sir,  so  long   as  we  are  one 
nation,  the  same  protection  must  be  extended  to 
every  portion  of  tlie  community. 

One  word  more  in  reply  to  that  gentleman,  in 
behalf  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Sharp.) 
who  IS  detained  by  >ickness  from  his  seat  in  this 
House.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia as  saying  that  his  (Mr.  Sharp's)  constitu- 
ents were  so  uninformed  on  political  sutjects  as 
not  to  have  known  of  the  existence  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  until  last  year. 

[.Mr.  SuEFFEY  here  explained,  by  saying  that 
what  he  had  said  was  in  reference  to  a  statement 
made  by  a  member  from  Maryland  at  the  last 
session,  and  not  intending  to  make  such  charge 
himself] 

Mr.  Grundy  proceeded,  -it  is  then  a  matter  of 
very  little  consequence;  I  will,  however  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  he  perhaps 
should  be  the  last  member  on  the  fljor.  who 
should  provoke  an  inquiry  into  the  comparative 
degree  of  intelligence  and  information  which  is 
to  be  found  in  different  districts.  I  well  knew 
that  my  friend's  district  would  have  nothing  to 
fear  irom  such  a  comparison  with  the  district 
represented    by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

We  are  told,  that  before  the  declaration  of  war 
the  minority  warned  the  majority  of  the  conse- 
quences that  were  to  follow,  and  predicted  all  the 
unfortunate  events  which  have  taken  place  ;  true, 
sir,  they  did,  and  much  more;  they  told  us  that 
Bos,lon,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Nor- 
folk, and  Charleston,  would  immediately  be  re- 
duced to  ashes,  and  the  whole  seaboard  laid  waste. 


What,  sir,  has  been   done?    Havre  de   Grace, 

FrenchtowD,  and  a  few  other  inconiderable  vil- 
lages have  been  destroyed  ;  what  else?  '•  Let  the 
blushing  streets  of  Hampton  answer!"  Sir,  the 
enemy  has  made  no  solid  impression  on  the  coun- 
try ;  they  have  carried  on  a  kind  of  warfare  cal- 
culated to  irritate  and  unite  the  American  peo- 
ple in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  asserted  that  we 
arc  waging  this  war  to  protect  a  set  of  renegade 
Irishmen.  Sir,  he  is  mistaken.  It  is  an  Ameri- 
can war,  carried  on  lo  secure  American  rights, 
and  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  nation 
will  support  the  majority  in  every  measure  cal- 
culated to  give  vigor  to  it,  until  it  can  be  brought 
to  a  just  and  honorable  termination. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  fear  I  am  about  to  engage  in 
a  very  injudicious  attempt — I  fear  that  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee  is  exhausted,  and  that  it 
would  be  idle  to  hope  for  their  attention.  It  was 
originally  my  wish  to  claim  their  notice  at  an 
early  siage  of  the  debate;  but  I  found  this  wish 
was  not  lo  be  effected  b"it  by  a  competition  for 
the  floor,  and  I  thought  such  a  competition  not 
justified  by  the  nature  of  the  remarks  which  I 
had  to  submit.  Under  these  impressions  I  had 
made  up  my  mind  lo  wait  until  some  favorable 
unoccupied  interval  should  be  presented  ;  and  I 
should  not  now  have  presumed  to  anticipate 
other  gentlemen  who  seem  disposed  lo  address 
you,  but  for  some  extraordinary  observations 
which  have  just  been  uttered,  and  which  in  my 
opinion  demand  immediate  animadversion. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  has  this 
moment  resumed  his  .""eat,  (Mr.  Grundy.)  seems 
a  little  sore  that  his  doctrine  of  Moral  Treason, 
which  he  prop<iT^t»4^ed  at  the  last  session,  should 
have  been  s6  vehent«ntly  oppugned  by  the  per- 
sons for  whose  benefi^he  had  compiled  it.  I  am 
not  of  the  number  of  Chose,  Mr.  Chairman,  who 
have  deemed  ihisdociriie  worthy  of  examination. 
As  originally  understood,  it  was  so  preposterous 
and  so  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  our  Consti- 
tution, that  every  intelligent  ireeman  found  its 
refutaliun  in  the  consciousness  of  his  own  liberty. 
By  subsequent  explanations  and  definitions  it  has 
been  so  attenuated  and  subtilized,  ihat  what  was 
never  very  distinct,  now  almost  eludes  percep- 
tion. According  to  the  last  attempt  at  eiposi- 
lion,  if  It  have  any  meaning,  it  would  seem  to 
embrace  systematic  efforts  to  persuade  capitalists 
not  to  lend  money,  and  the  unthinking  youth  not 
lo  enlist  as  soldiers  lo  carry  on  the  war  against 
Canada.  His  denunciations  of  such  a  system — 
of  the  existence  of  which  I  know  nothing;  and 
which,  if  It  »  xiot,  is  innocent  or  criminal  accord- 
ing lo  the  motives  from  which  it  springs — pass 
by  me  altogether  unheeded.  But  his  unfounded 
imputations  upon  some  of  the  best  men  and  truest 
patriots  of  the  country,  and  his  aiiempt  to  sup- 
port his  doctrine  by  their  example,  ought  to  be 
repelled,  and  a  very  short  notice  will  suffice  for 
that  purpose. 

The  fienileman  has  referred  to  the  act  of  14lh 
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wv,  1798,  thf  much  misrepresenled  and  abused 
[cation  law.  j  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  express  my 
^caiishment  it  the;coDstruction  which  he  affixes 
^l^e  first  section  «f  this  act.  Need  we  wonder 
iiny  error,  ^however  gross,  at  any  prejudice, 
[vjever  irratibnal,  prevailing  in  respect  to  party 
[i|<ures  and.  party  opinions,  when  we  find  a 
i|<?ssional  j((ptlen>an  assigning  to  a  law  a  mean- 
ir|r|which,  bi^t  for -what  we  have  heard,  would 
hivi.'  been  prcfnoun^ed  impossible  on  the  part  ol 
ajy-man  of  ondinary  good  sense?  The  first  sec- 
tilft  of  this  lajsr  dedares.  that  if  any  persons  shall 
cXj.pire  together  with  intent  to  oppose  any  meas- 
ui-i  of  the  Qoverament  of  the  United  Stales, 
arJ-in  pursuance  oj"  such  intent  shall  counsel,  or 
aleinpt  to  pr(>cure' insurrections,  riots,  (fee,  they 
slifl  be  deemefd  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  punish- 
aBt|^by  fine  ai^d  imprisonment.  Can  it  be  ncces- 
s;Jy  to  ask  wfiat  was  meant  in  this  law  by  the 
ejp^ession  ••  viih  intent  to  oppose  any  measures 


oT& 


Yhe  design  of  the  act  is  unequivocal 
IS  to  che^k  an'J  punish   incipient  treason  be- 


the  GoTer|iment  ?"  To  oppose,  in  its  plain 
cVftinal  sensej  necessarily  implies  physical  resisi- 
alty — the  exercise  of  force.  It  is  metaphorically 
u»el],  indeed,  to  sigpify  dissuasion,  as  the  word  to 
cir^bat  is  applied;  to  denote  a  controversy  in 
afeliment;  and  a  Ihw  prohibiting  single  combats 
Hiij^ht  as  welt^be  i.jterpreled  to  forbid  controver- 
sjf"''in  discouijse,  as  a  law  prohibiting  opposition 
'  'le  measures  of  Government  construed  to  in- 
lict  the  expression  of  honest  opinions  that  may 
[rd  their  oferati^ons.  But  the  act  is  still  more 
licit.  Tojconsritute  crime  it  requires  not  only 
the  persqns  should  combine  ''  with  intent  to 
ifiose  the  rafjasurts  of  Government,"  but  that  in 
fisuance  of 'such  intent  they  should  proceed  to 
liunsel    or  jatterapt    to    procure    insurrections, 

f\\  is  to  cne«K 

f^  it  has  mi^nifesied  itself  in  actual  war  against 
itr'  nation,  ^t  wjis  altogether  unnecessary,  if 
re  had  be^n  any  c  'mmon  law  applicable  in 
courts  ol*  the  United  States;  for  in  every 
'ernment  lundef  Heaven  the  acts  which  it 
rribes  are  aiade  punishable.  A  doubt  whether 
tf<^  common  jlaw  ^>ad  a  federal  existence  alone 
c]5tl[>sioned  th^'  passing  of  the  law.  Yet  we  are 
■  iWely  asked'  if,  in  the  year  1798.  men  had  com- 
ifd  togethef  to  cjissuade  persons  from  lending 
thejGovf rnment,  or  from  enlisting  in 
cjarmy.  wliftherUhey  could  not  have  been  pun- 
jrd  under  ijiis  law?  No,  sir — no,  sir.  There 
[li  not  a  proiecutmg  officer  in  the  United  States 
■  fgnorant  of'his  duty  as  to  dare  to  bring  forward 
andiclmen^  upou  such  a  pretext. 
T-'J'o  the  nexf  section  of  this  abused  act  the  gen- 
ly^an  has  gi^en  an  interpretation  as  destitute  of 
l*aasibility  e\^en  a^r  his  exposition  of  the  first  sec- 
l*fc.  To  fintj  a  warrant  for  his  doctrine  of  moral 
ti^son,  or  to  hs: 


ifc  ^others,  ihi-  genllleman  has  charged  that  this 
^f<iion  subje4ted  ti)  indictment  and  puni-hmeni 
l^t^publicatKjn  of  scandalous  and  malicious  wri- 


:sseni  its  odium  by  casting  reproach 

is 

It 

ri- 

again^t  the"  Government,   although    they 

flu  be  tru^ — any  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
d  section  .of  llje  act.  which   his  predecessor 
i'\ved  in  the-Houxe  of  Representatives  after  the 


iP 


bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  the  truth  would  have 
afforded  no  defence  on  an  indictment  for  a  libel 
against  the  Government.  Sir.  this  position  is 
utterly  untenable — no  pari  of  it  is  true.  The 
gentleman  must  be  presumed  to  know,  and  ought 
to  recollect,  that  when  an  offence  is  created  by 
statute,  every  word  of  the  description  of  the 
offence  is  material  and  essential.  What  are  the 
words  describing  the  offence?  "If  any  person 
shall  write,  print,  or  publish,  any  false,  scandalous, 
and  malicious  writing  against  the  Government, 
die."  It  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  offence  that 
the  writing  should  be  false.  If  it  be  not  false, 
then  the  crime  has  not  been  committed,  the  law 
has  not  been  broken,  and  punishment  cannot  be 
inflicted.  Why.  then,  I  may  be  asked,  was  the 
third  section,  moved  by  the  gentleman's  prede- 
cessor, inserted  in  the  law  ?  The  answer  is,  to 
avoid  all  cavil,  all  real  or  pretended  doubt,  all 
foundation  for  the  charge  that  would  have  been 
made  had  it  been  rejected.  It  might  have  beea 
pretended  that  on  an  indictment  for  libel  at  com- 
mon law  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  charge  was 
not  a  matter  of  inquiry  before  the  jury,  so,  on  an 
indictment  for  libel  under  this  act,  notwithstand- 
ing its  plain  words,  the  falsehood  of  the  publica- 
tion was  not  material  to  constitute  the  offence; 
and  had  the  proposed  amendment  been  rejected, 
from  the  specimen  we  have  this  day  had  of  the 
course  of  legal  thinking  of  one  of  the  bar  of  Ten- 
nessee, there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  the  law 
would  have  been  there  stigmatized  as  designed  to 
prohibit  the  publication  of  truth.  To  adopt  the 
amendment  removed  all  pretext  for  such  mis- 
representation. It  was  accordingly  incorporated 
into  the  law;  and  to  show  that  it  was  not  intro- 
ductory of  any  new  principle,  it  was  expressed  as 
declaratory  to  the  preceding  section,  "And  be  it 
enacted  and  declared,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  defendant,  on  trial,  to  give  in  evidence,  in  his 
defence,  the  truth  of  the  matter  charged  as  a  libel." 
No,  sir,  the  idea  of  punishing  truth  when  pub- 
lished against  the  officers  of  ttie  Government  was 
reserved  until  more  recent  times — until  the  abused 
Sedition  law  had  expired,  and  the  champions  of 
a  free  press  were  safely  fixed  in  power.  Surely 
the  gentleman  has  not  been  so  inattentive  to  the 
course  of  public  proceedings  as  never  to  have 
heard  of  the  case  ol  Harry  Croswell.  He,  for  an 
alleged  libel  on  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  indicted  at 
common  law,  not  under  the  horrible  Sedition  act ; 
he  was  not  permitted  to  prove  the  truth  of  his 
publication,  and  wai  thus  convicted! 

I  have  done,  sir.  with  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, his  moral  treason,  and  his  exposition  of 
the  Sedition  law  ;  and  will  endeavor  to  call  your 
attention  to  subjects  not  altogether  so  foreign  from 
the  bill  upon  the  table.  The  object  of  the  bill  is 
to  authorize  a  loan  to  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  precise  proposition  before  you 
is  todeclare  what  sum  shall  be  borrowed ;  '•  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars."  Enormous  as  is  the  ad- 
dition which  is  thus  proposed  to  be  made  to  our 
debts,  could  it  be  shown  to  be  necessary  to  ac- 
complish any  purpose  demanded  by  the  honor 
and  welfare  of  the  country,  it  assuredly  would 
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except  that  of  thinking,  is  made  to  depend  on 
tbe  pleasure  of  the  courtesy,  the  whim  of  the  ma- 
jority. By  certain  interpolations  into  our  prac- 
tice, but  which  nowhere  show  their  hideous  first 
front  in  our  written  code,  the  system  of  suppress- 
ing the  liberty  of  speech  is  brought  to  a  degree  of 
perfection  that  almost  astonishes  its  authors.  A 
gentleman  wishes  to  bring  forward  an  original 
proposition  ;  he  must  first  state  it.  and  obtain  per- 
mission from  a  majority  of  the  House  to  let  it  be 
considered,  before  he  can  show  the  propriety  of 
adopting  it,  or  ask  even  for  a  decision  upon  it. 
Thus  is  annihilated  the  right  of  originating  a  pro- 
position. But  a  proposition  is  originated  by  others, 
It  is  passed  through  the  ordeal  of  consideration, 
and  he  is  desirous  of  amending  its  defects,  or 
of  exposing  its  impropriety.  This  is.  perhaps, 
deemed  inconvenient  by  the  majority.  It  may 
mo'srconve'rsant  w'itrt"he""sUte'of 'our  finances  i  give  them  trouble,  or  bring  forward  a  discussion 


meet  with  no  opposition  from  rae.  Is  a  loan 
wanted,  or  revenue  required  to  enable  the  Gov- 
ernment to  pay  off  its  just  engagements?  To 
give  security  and  protection  to  any  part  of  our 
territory,  or  any  portion  of  ourcitizens?  To  afford 
to  our  gallant  Navy  (that  precious  relic  of  better 
days)  such  encouragement  and  extension  as  may 
enable  it  more  effectually  to  vindicate  our  rights 
on  the  element  where  they  have  been  assailed? 
My  voice  and  assistance  shall  be  cheerfully  ren- 
dered to  obtain  ihem.  Let  the  present  proposi- 
tion be  withdrawn,  and  let  it  be  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  such  sura  as  shall  be  adequate  to  sup- 
ply any  deficiency  of  the  revenue  wanted  for 
the.se  purposes,  and  I  will  second  the  motion. 
Nay,  sir,  should  the  present  proposition  be  re-  i 
jected,  (for  while  it  is  pending  a  smaller  sum  | 
cannot   be  moved.)  and  none  ot   those  who  are  i 


should  come  forward  with  a  further  proposition, 
I  will  myself  undertake  to  move  the  sum  which 
shall  appear  competent  to  effect  all  these  objects. 
But,  sir,  this  enormous  sum  is  wanted  not  for 
these  purposes;  it  is  avowedly  not  necessary,  ex- 
cept to  carry  on  the  scheme  of  invasion  and  con- 
quest against  the  Canada.s.  To  this  scheme  I 
have  never  been  a  friend  ;  but  to  its  prosecution 
now.  I  have  invincible  objections,  founded  on 
considerations  of  justice,  humanity,  and  national 
policy.  These  objections  I  wish  to  explain  and 
enforce,  and  thus  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  some  of  the  most  interesting  topics 
which  grow  out  of  the  alarming  state  of  the  na- 
tion. I  fear  that  all  I  can  do  will  avail  nothing; 
but,  sir,  representing  a  respectable  portion  of  the 
American  people,  who  are  suffering  with  peculiar 
severity  from  the  pressure  of  this  unfortunate  and 
mismanaged  war  ;  who,  with  me,  believe  nu  good 
is  to  grow  out  of  it,  and  who  apprehend,  from  its 
continuance,  evils,  compared  with  which  all  they 
have  yet  suffered  are  but  trifles  light  as  air;  I 
should  be  unfaithful  to  them  and  myself  if  I  did 


which  they  do  notwish  the  people  tohear,ordetaia 
them  too  long  from  their  dinners.    A  new  species 
of  legerdemain  is  resorted  to.    The  previous  ques- 
tion, utterly  perverted  from  its  original  and  legi- 
timate  use,   IS  demanded  ;    the  demand   is  sup- 
ported by  a  majority.     In  an  instant  all  the  pro- 
posed amendments  disappear  ;  every  tongue  is  so 
fettered   that  it  can  utter  but  ay  or  no,  and  the 
I  proposition  becomes  a  law  without  deliberation, 
I  without  correction,  and   without   debate.      And 
I  this  process  is  called  legislation!     And  the  Hall 
I  in  which   these  goodly  doings  are  transacted  is 
sometimes  termed  the  Temple  of  Liberty!     Sir, 
this  procedure  must   be  corrected,  or  freedom  is 
!  rejected  from   her  citadel,  and  wounded  in  her 
I  very  vitals.      Inconveniences  also  result  to  the 
majority  from  the  tyrannical  exercise  of  power, 
I  sufficient  perhaps  to  counterbalance  all  the  ben- 
j  efits  which  can  be  derived  from  it.     Gentlemea 
of"ten  complain  that  the  minority  do  not  pursue 
the  practice  which  is  adopted  by  minorities  else- 
I  where.     In  England,  say  they,  the  Opposition  ad- 
dress the  House  and  the  nation  only  on  the  great 


norinVrpo'se"  my  bestefforts  to  arrest  the  down- 1  fundamental  questions  involving  disputed  prin 
hill  career  of  ruin.     In  performing  this  duty,  I    ciples,  and  do  not  hang  on  lb 


pel 
shall  certainly  say  the  things  I  do  think.  En- 
deavoring to  use  such  language  only  as  is  con- 
sistent with  self-respect  and  decency  towards 
those  who  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  I  mean 
freely  to  exercise  the  right  which  belongs  to  ray 
station. 

Right!  did  I  say,  sir?  The  expression  is  in- 
accurate; once  indeed  there  did  exist  in  this 
House  the  right  of  free  discussion.  It  was  once 
deemed  a  Constitutional  privilege  for  every  mem- 
ber to  bring  forward  any  proposition  he  deemed 
beneficial  to  the  country,  and  support  it  by  what- 
ever arguments  he  could  adduce  ;  to  offer  araend- 


cipurs,  ouu  uu  uui  uaiijj  uu  me  skirts  of  every  bill, 
fighting  the  Ministry,  through  all  the  details  ol 
their  measures.  Why  is  not  the  same  course 
pursued  here?  The  answer  is  obvious.  Here 
the  minority  are  not  allowed  to  bring  forward 
these  great  fundamental  questions;  they  have  no 
opportunity  of  showing  their  views,  except  such 
as  may  be  casually  afforded  by  some  measure  of 
the  majority,  on  which  they  are  good  natured 
enough  to  allow  debate.  Unless  they  avail  them- 
selves of  such  a  bill  in  every  stage  of  it,  as  a  peg 
on  which  to  hang  their  observations,  they  must 
be  utterly  mute.  Thus  happens,  too,  that  there 
is  frequently  not  any  discernable  connexion  be- 


ments  to  the  propositions  of  others,  so  as  to  render  tween  the  topics  discussed,  and  the  subject  sup- 
them  in  his  judgment,  more  unexceptionable;  posed  to  be  under  debate.  Perhaps  the  very 
and  to  state  the  reasons  of  his  dissent  from  any    course  I  am  pursuing  is  an  apt  illustration  of  these 


measure  on  which  he  was  called  to  vote,  and  en- 
deavor to  impress  his  opinion  on  others.  No  doubt 
a  vast  portion  of  the  good  people  of  this  Republic 
yet  believe  that  such  is  the  course  of  proceedings 
here.  Little  do  they  dream  of  the  complicated 
machinery,  by  means  of  which  every  privilege, 


facts.  Some  weeks  since  I  submitted  to  the 
House  a  resolution  which  I  thought  eminently 
deserving  of  attention;  a  resolution  ''that  pendf- 
ing  our  negotiation  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  in- 
expedient to  prosecute  a  war  of  invasion  and  con- 
quest of  the  Canadas."     This  resolution  could 
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afy'ijo  ii 
it^i^   no 


tf  discussei,  for  Ithe  Hou«e  would  not  vouch- 
a  confideratidn.  But,  as  on  the  propo- 
w  before  yjou.  debate  is  indulged,  and 
fssumed  a  latitude  that  seems  to  permit 
rjihing  corrected  with  ilie  war,  I  am  willing 
f[»brace  thefoccasion  to  support  my  favorite 
;ifrsiti<yn.  to  jvhicb  a  regular  hearing  has  been 
l*^d.  Gratiful  even  for  this  opportunity,  I 
lowledge  tlie  courtesy  which  has  been  shown 


words  to  convey  a  meaning  variant  from  their  re- 
ceived signification,  will  probably  occasion  error, 
however  precise  his  definitions.  In  spite  of  defi- 
nitions, the  hearer  appropriates  to  his  expressions 
the  sense  which  usage  has  associated,  and  a  con- 
fusion of  ideas  fatal  to  truth  is  the  unavoidable 
consequence.  Many  phrases,  too,  besides  their 
primary  meaning,  convey  a  secondary  sense  of 
commendation   or   blame.     By  an  artful  use  of 


\[m  the  maj-srily  j  sorely  as  I  feel  the  degrada-    those,  the  sophist  is  enabled  to  convert  the  hon- 
\f>(  indirectly  ustng  as  a  favor  what,  as  a  free-  ;  est  prejudices  of  man,  the  guards  of  his  security, 
miiiand  the  Reprej'.entative  of  freemen,  I  ought  '  into  the  instruments  of  his  deceptior       "" 
or\4y  *°  enjof  as  ^  right.  !  gaciou?  Mirabeau.  than  whom  none  b 

n\s  very  (ai>  froni   iny  design  to  enter  into  a  '  stood  the  arts  which   render  the  hui 


deception.     The  sa 
belter  under- 
fills very  larj  ironji   my  design  to  enter  into  a    sioou  me  aris  wnicii   reiiuer  mt:  iiuman  under- 
paj»£ular  inquvry  as  to  the  origin  of  this  war,  or  '  standing  and  passions  subservient  to  the  tyranny 
as'tj^ils  causesj  whelher  technical  or  real.    Such    of  fraud  ;  he  who  io  long  "^rodeon  the  whirl- 
ao)  vxiuiTy  would    present  a   theme  too  important    wind,  and  directed  the  storm"  of  the  most  furious 


of  revolutions,  compressed  the  elements  of  his 
science  into  one  sententious  maxim,  '•  words  are 
things."  But  the  distinction  between  offensive 
and  defensive  war  has  peculiar  claims  upon  our 
recollection.  So  fatal  is  war  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  human  family  that  a  tremendous  responsi- 
bility always  rests  upon  the  nation  that  com- 
mences it.  This  responsibility  attaches  through 
all  its  stages,  and  is  awfully  increased  into  cer- 
tain guilt  by  the  neglect  of  any  fair  opportunity 
to  restore  the  relations  of  peace.  Besides,  the 
consideration  that  the  war  was  offensive  in  its 
origin — that  consideration  which  emphatically 
creates  the  obligation  to  terminate  its  horrors  as 
speedily  as  justice  will  permit — will  frequentl 
be  found  to  present  the  greatest  obstacles  to  e 
forts  at  reconciliation. 

The  advocates  for  this  war,  vieing  with  each 
other  in  zeal  for  Us  justification  and  continuance, 
do  not  precisely  agree  in  opinion,  as  to  Us  causes, 
or  as  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is  to  be  prose- 
cuted. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who 
presides  over  your  Judiciary  Committee  (Mr.  Ifc- 
GER80LL,)  in  an  elaborate  argument,  seems  de- 
sirous to  prove  (I  am  not  certain  whici))  either 
that  the  war  is  a  consequence  of  the  violation  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  of  his  favorite  princi- 
v/,  immedii»tely  .immaterial  whether  the  mo-  pie,  "free  ships  make  free  goods,"  or  is  to  result 
to  litigation   be  found  in  the  honest  desire  j  in  the  establishment  of  this  principle.     Thiscom- 


ar>'  *oo  exten^ve  li  be  taken  up  as  collateral  or 
su'  -Jdiary  to  ■■tome  .'other  investigation.  At  the 
pr^  ,iint  momeijt  too;it  is  not  so  essential  to  know 
he,  -rihis  war  l|as  been  produced  as  it  is  to  ascer- 
tai  bow  it  mjiy  be  speedily  and  fairly  brought 
to  I  close.  S'i  far  only  as  a  knowledge  of  the 
or;  [tn  and  caiises  oj'  this  war  may  be  useful  in 
pri  llicing  thiij  result,  is  it  my  purpose  now  to 
CO   i^der  them.| 

kO  honorable  gciytleman  from  South  Carolina 

CxLHOurl)  claims  for  this  war  the  character 

lefen>ive.    ;He  has  properly  remarked  that  a 

defensivejin  its  origin  may  be  offensive  in 

jperalions, knd.  h(  consequence,  thai  its  char- 

>r  is  not  defined  by  the  nature  of  these  opera- 

But,  si  ,  he  i>  incorrect  in  supposing  that 

itTi^aracter  if  to  b<  tested  by  ihe  raotjve  which 

is 


I 


.Tsioned  its  institution.  War  is  offensive  or 
IjQsive,  sini  :)ly  as;  it  is  instituted  by  or  against 
tion.  It  i^  an  appeal  to  force  to  decide  con- 
t^ersies  bettveen  sovereigns  who  admit  of  no 
>r  tribunal,  to  determine  their  rights.  There 
perfect  analogy  in  this  respect  between  na- 
li.^is  at  war  ajid  individuals  litigating  in  a  court 
olVjustice.  He  who  commences  the  process  is 
ilX  actor.  Hje  who  is  summoned  to  the  contro- 
v,«fy  has  lh&'  defensive   part ;  and   it  is,  in  this 

T 

tf^aim  what.-  is  dire,  or  in  the  malignant  wish  to 
oJj)Jess  and  de>.fraudk  For  the  correctness  of  these 
icAi's,  I  rely  not  oji  ray  own  judgment.  This 
OiJ;ht  not,  wUhouti  hesitation,  to  be  opposed  to 


prehensive  dogma  the  gentleman  contends  to  be 
a  part  of  the  original  unadulterated  code  of  na- 
tional law,  consecrated  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
strenuously  asserted   by   Britain    herself,   in    her 


tlfl'Iof  the  hijnorable  gentleman  who.  indepen-    dispute  with  Spain,  in  the  year  1737,  recogni>ed 


kitly  of  his'  personal  claims  to  attention  as 
jairman  of  *the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
ti''i;s,  must  be' presumed  to  be  particularly  con- 
▼  i4|ant  with  all  the  questions  connected  with 
niional  law.  Any  person  who  has  a  curiosity 
te-Cr'st  thtse  sentiments  by  the  authority  of  jurists 
v^iit  find  them  explicitly  recognised  by  Burlama- 
^dlL  vol.  2,  pajt  iv..  chap,  iii.,  sec.  v. ;  and  by  I'at- 
tM^ooV  iii.,  chap,  tii.,  sees,  xxxv.,  xxxvii. 

Lor  let  it  be  deemed,  sir,  of  no  importance 
■^^u-ther  this  war  be  called  defensive  or  offensive. 

I'js  always  of  moment  that  things  should  be 

cV'.ed  by  they*  right  names,     Many  of  the  vices 

ail 
.xmiapplicaiioiiof  terms. 

ill  i 


^1^  most  of '"the  errors  of  men  arise  from  the 

The  reasoner  who  uses 


in  her  commercial  treaty  with  France,  in    1786, 
and  vitally  essential  to  our  maiitime   interests. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whom  I  yt?sterday 
heard  with   much  pleasure,  (Mr.  Jackson.)  dis- 
sents from  his  political  friend,  and  declares  that 
this  maxim  has  never  been  asserted  by  our  Gov- 
j  ernment,  under  any  Administration,  as  founded 
I  on  the  common  law  of  nations.     Although  the 
1  gentleman   from  Virginia  is,  in    this  respect,  un- 
,  questionably  correct,  yet  it  is  not  certain  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Judiciary    Committee  is  alto- 
gether erroneous  in  attributing  to  the  Adminis- 
tration an  expectation  of  establishing  by  ihi»  war 
some  such  theory.     That   the  neutral  flag  shall 
protect  all  from  capture,  is  a  very   convenient 
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'  taking  effect  between  s 
'  agreed  to  control  it." 
amine  the  treaties  to  whj 
commercial  treaty  of  U 
and   France,  (which,   b 
Commons  refused  to  san' 
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n^ons  ojily  as  a^ave 
Ihgjgeniliyian  wilT-**- 
)  Le  ha^dvffried.yhe 
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.^^-g..  V...  this"TN^Jlil»e3JU'«)cal 
The  arrangement  is  declared  to  be  made  with  a 


doctrine  for  a  nation  frequently  at  war  with  an  ad- 
versary of  decidedly  superior  maritime  strength. 
France,  who,  with  occasional  short  intervals,  has 
been  for  centuries  at  war  with  England,  has  very 
naturally  wished  to  incorporate  this  doctrine  into 

the  law   of  nations.     Her   imperial    master   has,  

adopted  it  as  one  of  the  elementary  principles  of  |  quent  commercial  treaty 
his  new  maritime  code,  which  he  solemnly  pro-  I  will  find  the  lanjjuage  on 

mulcaied  in  his  Decree  of  Berlin,  of  November,  ,  ^ 

1806  and  in  support  of  which  he  has  used  every     view  to  prevent  the  embarrassments  and  dissen- 
violence  and  stratagem   to  array  the  nations  of    sions  that  would  arise  without  such  an  arrange- 
the  world  into  one  great  maritime  confederacy.  '  ment ;  or,  in  other  words,  from  the  application  of 
At  least  as  early  as  the  infamous  Turreau's  letter  I  the  principles  of  the  common  law  of  nations.  Nor 
of  June'  1809  the  Executive  of  this  country  was  !  is  it  at  all  strange  that  Britain,  in  a  commercial 
perfecily  apprized  of  the  existence  of  such  aeon- 1  treaty,  from  which  she  expected  to  derive  im- 
federacv  of  the  purposes  which  it  was  to  uphold.  ,  mense  advantages,  should  acquiesce  in  such  an 
and  of  the  determination  of  France  to  bribe  or  |  arrangement  as  between  her  and  France      For  it 
compel  our  accession   to  it.     Tlie  decree  of  the  :  is  obvious  that  no  practical  effect  could  result 
creai  protector  of  the  confederacy,  of  the  date  of,  from  it,  except  when   one  was  at  peace  and  the 
April   1811   ihoucrh  probably  not  issued  till  May,  i  other  at  war.     And  such  a  state  of  things  has  so 
1812  announced  Tn  language  sufficiently  distinct    rarely  happened  that  its  occurrence  might  be  num- 
that  'this  claim  has  been  so  far  complied  with  on    bered  among  politica   impossibilities. 
our  part  as  to  exempt  us  from  the  further  appli-  ,       The  "  no  search"  clamor  in  England  of  1737, 
cation  of  the  penalties  of  disobedience.    And  our     which  the  gentlemen  have  produced  the  Parlia- 
declaration  of  war  against  the  sole  recusant  of    mentary  debates  to  prove,  had  about  as  much  to 
Ibis  imperial  theory  Was  proclaimed  by  Napoleon  |  do  with  the  belligerent  right  to  capture  enerny  s 
to  his  Senate  as  a  spirited  and  generous  exertion  '  property  conveyed  in  neutral  ships,  as  the     rio 
to  vindicate  the  new  religion  of  the  flag,  which,    search"  cry  tnade  about  thirty  years  afterwards 
like  the  superstition  of  the  sanctuary,  was  to  pro-    in  the  case  of  John  Wilkes  and  general  warrants. 
lect  every  fraud  and   shelter  every  crime.     Ex-  '  The  dispute  of  1737,  with  Spain,  grew  out  of  a 
trava<Tant,  therefore,  as  the  positions  of  the  gen- ;  municipal   claim   asserted  by  that  Government, 
tlema^u   from  Pennsylvania   may  be  thought  by  j  and  of  the  rigorous  practice  of  their  guarda  cos- 
the  far  greater  part  of  this  Committee,  they  may  !  tas  to  search  British  vessels  hovering  on  the  coasts 
have  more  countenance  from  the  Administration    of  the  Spanish  colonies  for  prohibited  articles  de- 
than  is  acnerally  su>pected,  and,  on  this  account,  j  signed  to  be  smuggled  into  them.     A  claim  said 
may  de'erve  a  rapid   and  transient  examination.  :  to  be  repugnant  to  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  and  cer- 
Thf-  assertion  that,  by  the  general  law  of  nations,  :  tainly  very  incouvenieut  to  the  illicit  trade  be- 
the  character  of  the  vessel  gives  a  character  to    iween  Jamaica  and   the   Spanish  mam;    and  a 
the  goods  is  unequivocally  denied.     The  actual  \  practice  enforced  with  all  that  barbarity  which 
reverse  of  the  assertion   is  maintained  by  jurists  i  usually    characterizes   the    minions    of   custona- 
aenerally  with  a  harmony  that  forbids  doubt.        |  house  and  revenue  tyrants.     How  far  the  estab- 
"*  Instead  of  detailing  these  opinions  separately    lishment  of  the  gentleman  s  project  would    be 
permit  me  to  give  the  language  of  one  who  wished    beneficial  to  this  country  is  perhaps  not  so  clear, 
well  to  the  gentleman's  doctrine,  who  had  often    At  a  time  when  we  had  no  capital  to  afford  ena- 
carefully  explored  the  musty  volumes  of  national  ;  ployment  to  our  navigation,  u  certainly  would 
law  and  who  was  never  apt  to  carry  his  admis- 1  have  been  advantageous.     But  since  that  period 
sions  beyond  the  line  which  candor  prescribed,  i  has  passed  away,  the  most  enlightened  commer- 
Mr  Jtfferson   in  his  letter  to  Genet,  of  2ith  July,    cial  men  will  tell  you  they  wish  for  no  such  in- 
1793  expresses  himself  thus:  "I  believe  it  can-  ,  novation.     Its  effect  would  be  to  give  us,  when 

•  not'  be  doubled  but  that,  by  the  general  law  of:  neutrals,  the  benefit  of  being  among  the  carriers 
'  nations  the  goods  of  a  friend  found  in  the  ves-  ,  of  the  commodities  of  the  weaker  maritime  bel- 
«  sel  of  an  enemy  are  free,  and  the  goods  of  an  !  ligerent  for  freight.  But  the  effect  ot  the  old 
'  enemy  found  in  the  vessel  of  a  friend  are  lawful  i  principle   is   to  give  us  the  profit  which  results, 

•  prize  It  IS  true  that  sundry  nations,  desirous  '  not  merely  from  the  carriage,  but  the  purchase 
'  of  avoidin<r  the  inconveniences  of  having  their !  and  resales  of  these  coramodiiies,  with  almost  a 
'  vessels  stopped   at  sea,  ransacked,  carried  into  i  monopoly  in  either  market 


'  port,  and  detained   under    pretence  of  having 
'  enemy's  goods  on  board,  have,  in  many  instances, 

*  introduced  another  principle  between  them,  that 
'  enemy  bottoms  shall  make  enemy  goods,  and 

•  that  friendly  bottoms  shall  make  friendly  goods— 


The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  assigned 
another  cause  for  the  war,  in  which  he  has  ob- 
tained the  concurrence  of  several  of  his  friends — 
the  instigation  by  the  British  Government  of  In- 
dian wars.     Although,  sir,  this  theme  of  popular 


•  inaiirienaiy  ooiiorassuaii  lunar  iiicuuij  6>'v/vi.,      ,,     ,   —         . i"      .  •  .    ,„     oIiK,»../,k 

'  a  ptiiiciple  much  less  embarrassing  to  commerce,;  declamation  has  almost  oecome  tnle-although 

•  and  equal  to  all  parties  in  point  of  gain  or  loss-    the  tomahawk  and  the  scalping  knife  have  been 
'but   this  is  altogether  the  effect  of  a  particular    so  often  brandished   wuh   rhetorical   ambi-dex- 


pa 
'  treaty,  controlling  in   special  cases  the  general 
'  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  therefore 


tcrity,  that  their  exhibition  almost  ceases  to  ex- 
cite interest— yet,  far  be  it  from  me  to  think  or 
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s)>e  V  lightly  of  the  ;cruelties  of  savage  warfare, 
or  ^  conceal  ,*ny  u^ter  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
tioi  ^flhem.  ^ut  it  is  a  different,  very  different 
qu*i^]on,  whetlier  the  Canadians  have  armed  the 
IntT'ins  to  join^in  defence  against  a  common  in- 
va*f,  or  had,  jlrevioiisly  to  war.  instigated  them 
to  ii^stilities  a>ainst  us.  This  last  charge  I  do 
l.elieve — n*  evidence  has  been  given  to  war- 
it  that  I  hive  ytt  heard.  Over  the  affair  of 
lecanoe,  x\ie  cotlimenceraent  of  Indian  war, 
hovers  a  piysttiry  which  ought  to  be  dissi- 
(j,  but  whif<h  the-Government  will  not  dispel. 
ve  sought,  j)onesiily  sought,  lor  information. 
Ofl'fficial  iherj?  is  little  or  none.  From  private 
sou  ces  not  likdy,  in  this  respect,  to  mislead,  (for 
iht  are  friendjy  to  this  war.  and  connected  with 
the  t^estern  irtteres*  and  feeling,)  I  learn  that 
the,  ,'teat  cause'-of  Indian  hostilities  is  to  be  found 
wh  oe  experieijce  and  history  would  prompt  us 
to  !  ok  for  it — js  to  |)e  found  in  our  cupidity  for 
the  r  lands,  ani|  thein  jealousy  and  distrust  of  our 
su[  riorintelli!|enceiand  force.  Indian  wars  have 
bet-  I,  until  a  fev  years  back,  almost  uninterrupted 
in  lis  country' both' before  and  since  the  Revo- 
lui  in.  They  jieed  Wo  other  instigators  than  are 
to  '6  found  ir^  the  inconsistent  views,  interests. 
cla%ns,  passioR';,  an4  habits,  of  neighboring,  yet 
disknct  races  o/  people.  Sir,  General  Harrison's 
treaty  of  Nov<»mber,  1809,  was  the  mine  of  the 
grijLi  Indian  explo.sion.  The  Indians  complained, 
I  k*ow  not  hqw  ju5?tly,  that  in  that  treaty  they 
weici  cheated  v>f  lan()s  which  the  parties  to  it  had 
noli^ht  to  convey,  s»nd  never  meant  to  convey. 
Tl»re  are  geritlemen  in  this  Legislature  who 
kn'w  that  Tecumst.h  immediately  avowed  his 
fix|J  purpose  ip  vindicate  by  force  and  by  union 
of  Jlje  red  mm  thei  rights  of  his  tribe  and  the 
m€»*ced  indejinder.'ce  of  the  whole  race.  And 
wtMl  know  (i(he  fact  is  on  record)  that  shortly 
afllqthis  treatj*  the  British  Governor  General  of 
Caifiada  causea  it  toj  be  officially  communicated 
,^  GovernOient  wf  the  United  States  that  the 
^ns  were  niedita>ing  hostile  designs.  Sir,  the 
commanij,  "  thou  shalt  not  bear  false  wit- 
against  i'{jy  neighbor,"  applies  even  to  an 
tiy.  I  wiO  not  sanction  this  charge  without 
ence,  nor  "Against  evidence,  lest  I  violate  this 
injunctio|).  I  nm  not  a  disciple  of  that  new 
ool  ^hich:  would  construe  this  divine 
a.i  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(NV.  Grcndy)  hasexpounded  the  commandment, 
u  jhalt  0^  kill,"  as  a  '•  mere  municipal  regu- 
laA^n.  applying  solety  to  the  Jews." 

iut  this  wa^,  say  \ts  advocates,  nearly  one  and 
all  ,was  declared  td  protect  our  seamen  against 
iressraenl-4in  fashionable  phrase,  for  ''sailors' 
Its."  The^e  is  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the  conflict- 
claims  of  She  tWo  countries  on  the  subject  of 
uen,  and  tlie  occasional  abuse  of  the  practice 
(»arch  for  ^Jriiish  seamen  on  board  of  Ameri- 
cai  merchanfmen.  had  excited  serious  dissatis- 
fa*>on  in  ArrJ^nca-ryet  I  hazard  nothing  by  the 
asirtion,  thaij  the  question  of  seamen  was  not  a 
ca;  lie  of  thisj  war.-  I  remember  full  well  the 
clifiacteristic'special  pleading  of  the  gentleman 


i<ft'i  mjunc 
i(bal  scho 
r^iibition, 


fr<i  jrt  Tennessee  on  this  subject,  at  the  last  ses-    the  Russian  Government,  [Mr.  Monroe's  letter 


sion,  "  that  he  really  could  not  tell  whether,  if  the 
Orders  in  Council  had  been  repealed,  we  should 
have  gone  to  war  about  seamen  or  not ;"  but. sir. 
I  consider  this  as  little  more  or  less  than  adhe- 
rence to  a  cautious  form,  as  a  protestando,  by 
way  of  excluding  a  conclusion,  or  in  the  nature 
of  the  commencement  of  an  answer  to  a  bill  in 
chancery,  in  which  the  defendant  takes  care  to 
save  to  himself,  now  and  at  all  times  hereafter, 
all  and  all  manner  of  benefit  of  exception  to  the 
errors  that  may  be  discovered  in  complainant's 
allegations.  I  am  aware,  too,  of  the  very  con- 
spicuous blazon  which  is  given  to  our  sailors' 
wrongs  in  the  President's  war  Message,  and  in 
the  manifesto  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations. But  this  proves  no  more  than  that,  when 
war  was  determined  on,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  make  out  as  strong  a  case  as  possible,  either 
to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  world,  or  to  rouse 
th3  indignation  of  our  own  citizens.  The  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen  was  grouped  in  the  picture 
with  the  drarly  bought  Henry-plot,  the  at  least 
dubious  excitement  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  the 
adjusted  controversy  about  constructive  block- 
ades. 

No,  sir,  the  question  of  seamen  was  not  a  cause 
of  this  war.  More  than  five  years  had  passed 
over  since  an  arrangement  on  this  question,  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  our  Ministers,  had  been  made 
with  Great  Britain,  but  it  pleased  not  the  Presi- 
dent, and  was  rejected.  Yet,  during  the  whole 
period  that  afterwards  elapsed,  until  the  declara- 
tion of  war.  no  second  effort  was  made  to  adjust 
this  cause  of  controversy.  From  Decerabf  r,  1S07, 
with  very  short  intervals,  we  waged  against  Brit- 
ain a  commercial  war  to  coerce  her  into  an  ob- 
servance of  the  rights  we  claimed  at  her  hands. 
In  every  step  of  this  system,  whether  embargo, 
non-intercourse,  or  non-importation,  we  avowed 
the  grounds  of  this  contest,  and  the  condition  on 
which  it  should  terminate — the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil and  their  repeal.  In  April,  1809,  the  famous 
arrangement  with  Erskine  was  made,  hailed  by 
the  well  meaning  as  a  second  treaty  of  amity 
between  the  two  countries;  yet  it  contained 
nothing  upon  the  question  of  seamen.  In  the 
President's  communication  to  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war-session,  November, 
1811,  enumerating,  in  no  light  tone,  our  contro- 
versies with  Great  Britain,  and  recommending 
preparations  for  war.  the  impressment  of  seamen 
was  not  remembered.  The  Secretary  of  State 
was  earnestly  engaged  in  a  correspondence  with 
the  British  Minister,  Foster,  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, until  the  declaration  of  war;  nay,  until 
after  it  had  passed  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  object  of  the  correspondence  avowedly  was, 
to  bring  our  differences  to  an  amicable  close. 
But,  in  this  correspondence,  the  question  of  im- 
pressment finds  no  place,  except  incidentally,  not 
as  a  substantive  topic  of  discussion.  And,  in  the 
official  communication  from  our  Government  to 
our  Minister  in  Russia,  stating  the  fact  of  a  war 
declared  against  Great  Britain,  and  alleging  its 
justification,  with  a  view  to  be  communicated  to 
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to  J,  Q,.  Adams,  of  Julv,  1812.]  his  justification  is 
rested  solely  on  the   British  Orders  in  Council. 
These,  then,  were  emphatically  and  exclusively 
the  cause  of  war.     And  had  it  not  been  for  very 
many  weighty  considerations  to  be  found  in  the 
state  of  the  world,  in  the  nature  of  the  war  in 
Europe,  out  of  which  proceeded  this  violation  of 
neutral  rights  ;  in  the  conduct  of  the  other  mighty 
belligerent,  her  injuries,  menaces,  and   intrigues, 
and  in  the  peculiar  condition  of  this  country,  ac- 
tually growing  into  unexampled  prosperity  under 
the  very  slate  of  things  of  which  we  complained  ; 
had  it  not  been  for  these,  and  considerations  like 
these,  that,  trumpet-tongued,  warned  us  from  the 
gulf  into  which  we  were  about   to  plunge,  the 
Orders  in  Council  would  have  justified  the  resort 
to  war.     At  all  events,  they  formed  what  might 
be  termed  n  sufficient  technical  cause  of  hostili- 
ties, much  better  than  often  figures,  with  conspic- 
uous effect,  in  the  manifestoes  of  Princes,  under 
the  specious  names  of  justice,  independence,  and 
violated  rights.     But,  sir.  scarcely  had  the  fatal 
step   been   taken,  and   the  destinies  of  our  nation 
risked  on  the  fortune  of  the  sword,  when  the  ob- 
noxious orders  were  revoked,  the  causes  of  war 
removed,  and  an   honorable  opportunity  afforded 
of  returning   to  the   happy  state  of  peace,  com- 
merce, and  successful  enterprise.     How  grateful 
must  not  the  Executive  of  a  country,  whose  policy 
was  fundamentally  pacific,  how  grateful  must  it 
not  have  been  for  this  happy  rescue  from  the  hor- 
rors of  war!     How  rejoiced    that   all    had  been 
effected,  without  a  struggle,  which  it  was  the  ob- 
ject to  obtain  by  a  bloody  and  precarious  contest ! 
Exulting  to  show,  that  when  it  unsheathed  the 
sword,  not  passion  but  duty  urged  the  reluctant 
deed,  surely  it  hastened  to  return  the  unstained 
weapon  to  the  scabbard,  and  extend   the   blessed 
olive  branch  of  peace.    Was  it  so  1    Sir.  I  never 
can  think  of  the  conduct  of  (he  Executive  upon 
this   occasion,  without   mingled  feelings  of  sur- 
prise, regret,  and  anger.     It  cannot  be  accounted 
for  but  by  an  infatuation  the  most  profound  ;  an 
infatuation  which  is  not  yet  dissipated,  and  which 
should  fill   every   breast   with   apprehensions  of 
that  dreadful  result,  which,  in  the  wisdom  of  Pro- 
vidence, is  preceded  by  the    'darkened  counsels" 
of  rulers. 

But  it  is  entirely  a  mistake,  says  the  gentleman 
from    Pennsylvania.      The    Orders    in    Council 
never  were  revoked  ;  they   were,   indeed,   with- 
drawn, but  under  a  declaration  asserting  the  right 
to  re-enact  them,  should  the  violence  of  France, 
acquiesced   in   by  America,  renew  the  necessity 
for  them.     Will    the   Administration,  sir,   bring 
forward  this  excuse?   Will  they  take  this  ground  ? 
No.  sir,  they  cannot;  they  dare  not.     The  Presi- 
dent has  told  the  nation,  that    the  revocation  of 
the  orders  was  substantially  satisfactory;  in  his 
peculiar  phraseology:  "  The  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  was  susceptible  of  explanations  meet- 
ing the  just  views  of  this  Government."     How 
could  he  do  otherwise  after  his  proclamation  of 
the  2d   November.   1810,  declaring  the   French 
edicts  so  revoked  as  to  cease  to  be  injurious  to 
our  rights;  a  proclamation  founded  solely  on  the 


letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore,  of  the  5th  August, 

promising  a  revocation  ?  Does  the  gentleman  re- 
collect the  celebrated  "  Bien  enteiidu''  or  proviso 
annexed  to  this  letter :  "  Provided,  that  in  conse- 


'  quence  of  this  declaration,  the  British  Govern- 
'  ment  shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and 
'  renounce  their  new  principles  of  blockade,  or 
'  America  shall  cause  her  rights  to  be  respected, 
'  conformably  to  tne  act  which  you  have  com- 
'  municated  ?"  Does  the  gentleman  remember  the 
tortuous  and  labored  efforts  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Monroe  to  explain  this  proviso  into  a  condition 
subsequent  ?  To  prove  that  it  was  designed  only 
to  exert  the  right  of  France  to  re-enact  these 
decrees  if  Great  Britain  should  persist  in  her 
orders,  and  we  forbear  from  resisting  them  ?  Such 
a  condition,  subsequently  annexed  to  a  promised 
revocation  of  the  French  decrees,  had  no  effect 
to  impair  its  force;  but  the  same,  annexed  in 
terms  to  the  actual  revocation  of  the  British 
orders,  renders  it  entirely  null !  No.  sir,  the  Ex- 
ecutive cannot  take  this  ground;  hisdirect  friends 
will  not  take  it  for  him.  In  the  emphatic  lan- 
Tuage  of  the  eloquent  Junius,  this  would  indeed 
'^resemble  the  termagant  chastity  of  a  prude,  who 
prosecutes  one  lover  for  a  rape,  while  she  solicits 
the  lewd  embraces  of  another." 

But  can  it  be  urged,  say  the  gentlemen,  that 
the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council  removed 
all  our  causes  of  complaint,  and   left  us  nothing 
more  to  demand  of  the  enemy?     No.  sir,  this  is 
not  urged.     But  it  is  contended  that,  as  the  revo- 
cation  of  the   Orders    in    Council    removed   the 
cause  of  war,   hostilities  should    instantly    have 
been  suspended,  and  a  fair,  manly  effort  made  to 
settle    by  negotiation  all   unadjusted  differences 
which    had  not  caused   the  war,     A  question  of 
much   importance  and   delicacy  remained   to  be 
settled  in  relation  to  the  search  for  Briti>h  sea- 
men on   hoard  our  merchant  vessels,  and  the  oc- 
casional impressment  of  Americans.  Under  every 
Administration  of  our  country  this  question  had 
excited  great  interest,  and   been  attended  with 
much  difficulty.     Of  late,  indeed,  it  had,  in  some 
degree,  lost  its  interest,  and  partly  because  of  the 
comparative  rare  occurrence  of  the  practice.  The 
restrictive  anti-commercial  system  had  expelled 
native  and  foreign  seamen  in  vast  numbers  from 
our  country,  and  almost  removed  the  temptations 
to  an  exercise  of  what  the  British  claimed  as  a 
maritime  right.     For  five  years   before  the  war 
the  dispute  had  in  fact  slept.     Subjects  more  im- 
portant  pressed   themselves  on   our  notice,   and 
while  these  pressed,  that  was  postponed  as  a  mat- 
ter for  future  arrangement.     But  out  of  these  new 
subjects  a  controversy  arose  which  issued  in  war. 
!t  had  scarcely  been  declared  before  the  matter  in 
controversy  was  arranged  to  our  satisfaction  by 
the  voluntary  act  of  the  enemy.     What  was  our 
plain,  obvious  course;  the  course  of  duty  and  of 
policy?   Sheathe  the  sword  until  it  is  ascertained 
whether  the  dispute  which  had  been  laid  aside 
for   future  arrangement,  and    which,    in   conse- 
quence of  the  adjustment  of  more  pressing  con- 
cerns, is  now  properly  presented  to  notice,  can  or 
cannot  be  amicably  settled.     Even  tyrants  pro- 
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n<lj|ace  war  t>ie  ^^idlima  ratio  regum,^^  the  last 
rtXri  of  Pritjces.  Nothing  can  justify  the  exer- 
cf  ii  of  force  Tjut  the  inability  to  obtain  right  by 
01  ifr  means.;  You  had  not  s-upposed  your  just 
ct  aTOs  on  thQ:subj«:t  of  seamen  unattainable  by 
n.  ^^tiatioD,  Of^  you  would  not  have  reserved  them 
f(^  years  as  a^?ubje(t  for  negotiation  ;  and  if  they 
b.;,thus  aitafiiable,  how  will  ye  answer  to  God 
a>'  il.  the  country  for  the  blood  and  treasure  use- 
lt.--Jy,  crimin^Jly  expended  ?  This  mode  of  think- 
ic|f.;sir,  seein»,  to  Lie  very  straight,  and  quite  in 
aa-^rdance  MrUh  the  good  old  notions  of  practi- 
c:k"  imorality.'  Besides,  il  is  the  incumbent  duty 
o(  iliiin  who  s-^ks  justice,  first  to  render  it.  VVhat- 
e:  yf  our  cla'ps  ou  Great  Britain  might  have 
b<'  :f\  in  relatiun  to  seamen,  she  was  not  without 
hi  f* claims  oij  us.  At  a  time  when  her  floating 
b  !';varks  wei^-  her  sole  safeguard  against  slavery, 
si  '  could  noi  view,  without  alarm  and  resent- 
n.  at,  the  w.")rrior*  who  should  have  manned 
tly^e  bulwarks,  pursuing  a  more  gainful  occupa- 
tija  in  American  vessels.  Our  merchant  ships 
wfire  crowded  with  British  seamen  ;  most  of  them 
(isrters  froi^i  the"r  ships  of  war.  and  all  fur- 
^hed  with  f^auduient  protections  to  prove  them 
lerican.  fo  us  i-hey  were  not  necessary  ;  they 
the  bread' and  bid  down  the  wages  of  native 
.„Atmen,  whoi^ji  it  was  our  first  duty  to  foster  and 
ei  courage.  [To  their  own  country  Ihey  were  ne- 
C(  *sary,esseriMally  necessary.  They  were  wanted 
f(  her  deferioe  in  a  moment  of  unprecedented 
pi  fil.  Oughl  we  nut,  then,  while  seeking  to  pro- 
U  ;t  our  own-seamen  from  forced  British  service, 
U   have  removed  (torn  her  seamen  the  temptation 


ti^desert  the|^r  country  and   to  supplant  ours  at 
h^ne?     Wl»jy' need   1  ask  the  question?     Your 
Sf^men's  biU  as  it  is  called,  enacted  into  a  1 
si^ce  the  wai,  is  sn  acknowledgment  that  t 


law 
Slice  me  v/ax,  is  sn  acKnowiecigmeni  mac  this 
o^ht  to  have  been  done.  However  deceptive 
si£je  of  its  f^ovisicns  may  appear,  its  very  prin- 
c*^e  is  to  re»iore  la  Great  Britain  her  seamen, 
aid  save  our;owa  from  her  service.  Unless  you 
bftieved  ihi'  principle  right,  it  was  the  meanest 
oj  degradau'jns.  at  such  a  time,  to  pass  such  a 
hV;  and  if  it  was  right,  then  you  had  justice  to 
ider,  as  wljI  as  to  seek.  Had  you  pursued  this 
tin  path  oi^  right;  had  you  suspended  hosiili- 
i>,  you  wou|d  have  consulted  also  the  true  poli- 
'^f  your  cyuntry.  An  unconditional  proposi- 
li^!()  for  an  aiiinislice,  upon  the  revocation  of  the 
oliJ^rs.  or  a^  unconditional  acceptance  of  the 
ol'qf  for  an  arviiistice,  would  have  passed  for  mag- 
liniraiiy.  Tjie  disgraces  which  have  since  foully 
dX'iained  ou*  military  character  were  not  then 
afticipaied.  i  The  world  would  have  believed, 
ykyr  enemy  ivould  have  believed,  that  you  sus- 
p^vled  youricareer  of  conquest  because  the  war 
hCtl  owed  us  origin  not  to  ambition,  but  to  duty  ; 
bl^ause  you"  sought  not  territory,  but  justice ; 
l|cause  you.  preferred  an  honest  peace  to  the 
Dlist  spleud;.J  victory.  With  the  reputation  of 
l».Jing  comnandeti,  by  your  attitude  of  armor,  a 
rlpeal  of  lh<*  offensive  orders,  you  would  have 
(ftniced  a  mi<deratton  which  must  have  secured 
i^f  most  becVficiai  arrangements  on  the  question 
seamen. 


But.  sir,  this  was  not  done.  No  armistice  could 
obtain  the  approbation  of  the  Executive,  unless 
it  was  preceded  by  an  abandonment,  formal  or 
informal,  of  the  British  claim  to  search  for  their 
seamen  on  board  our  merchant  vessels.  As  an 
evidence  of  this  abandonment,  the  exercise  of  the 
claim  must,  by  stipulation,  be  suspended  during 
the  armistice,  and  this  suspension  was  to  be  the 
price  of  its  purchase.  Even  without  an  armis- 
tice, no  '"arrangement"  was  to  be  deemed  a  fit 
subject  for  negotiation  which  should  not  be  predi- 
cated on  ''  the  basis"  of  an  exclusion  from  our 
vessels,  by  our  laws,  of  their  seamen,  and  an 
absolute  prohibition  of  search  by  their  officers. 
This,  sir,  was  taking  very  lofty  ground;  but.  at 
that  moment,  the  Canada  fever  raged  high,  and 
the  delirium  of  foreign  conquest  was  at  its  acme. 
In  a  few  weeks  the  American  flag  was  to  wave 
triumphant  on  the  ramparts  of  Quebec.  The 
proposition  for  an  armistice  from  the  Governor 
of  Canada  was  utterly  inadmissible.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  our  Secretary  of  State,  it  wanted  reci- 
procity: "The  proposition  is  not  reciprocal,  be- 
cause It  restrains  the  United  States  from  acting 
where  their  power  is  greatest,  and  leaves  Great 
Britain  at  liberty,  and  gives  her  time  to  augment 
her  forces  in  our  neighborhood." 

Mr.  Russell,  said  Mr.  G.,  did  condescend  to  oflTer 
an  armistice  to  the  enemy,  upon  the  condition  of 
yielding,  as  preliminary,  even  a  suspension  of 
arms,  all  that  could  be  extorted  by  the  most  tri- 
umphant war.  But  even  he,  in  his  pacific  propo- 
sition, could  not  refrain  from  exulting  at  the  glo- 
rious conquests  that  would  inevitably  be  made  if 
submission  was  refused  or  delayed. 

"  Your  Lordship  is  aware  of  the  difficulties  with 
which  a  prosecution  of  the  war,  even  for  a  short  pe- 
riod, must  necessarily  embarrass  all  future  attempts  at 
accommodation.  Passions  exasperated  by  injuries; 
alliances,  or  conquests  on  terms  which  forbid  their 
abandonment,  will  ineviiably  hereafter  embitter  and 
protract  a  contest  which  might  now  be  so  easily  and 
happily  terminated." 

I  cannot  forbear,  sir,  from  one  remark  at  the 
"awful  squinting"  in  this  letter  at  an  alliance 
with  France.  Gentlemen  are  sensitive  when  the 
possibility  of  such  a  connexion  is  intimated.  The 
very  suspicion  of  such  a  design  in  the  Cabinet  is 
viewed  as  a  calumny.  Here  the  accredited  agent 
of  the  American  Executive  proclaims  such  a 
connexion,  such  an  alliance,  as  inevitable;  pro- 
claims it  in  an  oOTicial  communication  to  the  pub- 
lic enemy.  The  declaration  is  laid  before  Con- 
gress and  the  people  by  the  President,  unaccom- 
panied by  any  disavowal.  The  Minister  is  not 
censured.  For  his  very  conduct  in  this  employ- 
ment he  is  raised  to  the  highest  grade  of  foreign 
Ministers;  and  in  spite  of  the  reluctance  of  the 
Senate  to  confirm  his  nomination,  he  is  pressed 
upon  them  by  the  President  until  their  assent  to 
his  appointment  is  extorted.  I  dwell  not  upon 
this  topic,  for  I  confers  to  you  the  honest  fears 
which  once  congealed  my  heart  are  now  dissi- 
pated. The  sun  of  national  freedom  has  burst 
forth  from  behind  the  portentous  eclipse,  that, 
"  with  fear  of  change,"  had  perplexed  the  dark- 
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ened    world.      Napoleon,  no    longer  invincible: 
stripped  of  the  false  glare  which  splendid  crime 
threw  around  his  characte»r  is  no  longer  eulogised 
as  "supereminent,"  but  denounced  by  the  cham- 
pions  of   the    Administration  as  an   "usurper."  i 
No  one  courts  the  friendship  of  a  fallen  tyrant!      j 
It  is  not  for  me  to  say  in  what  manner  the  dis-  , 
pute  about  seamen  is  to  be  settled.     On  this  sub-  | 
ject  I  have  no  hesitation,  however,  in  giving  my 
general  sentiments.     It  is  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment  to  protect   its  seamen  (I   mean  its  native  j 
seamen)  from  the  forced  service  of  any  and  every  ! 
Power  on  earth,  so  far  as  the  strength  of  the  coun-  | 
try  can  obtain  for  them  protection.     True  it  is,  j 
that    in    my  opinion    the    number  of  impressed  j 
Americans  bears  no  reasonable  proportion  to  the 
number  alleged.     I  live  in  a  State  which,  though 
it  carries  on  not  an  extensive  foreign  commerce, 
has  many  native  seamen.     At  the  moment  of  the 
declaration  of  war,  the  inquiry  was  made  whether 
a  single  native  seaman  of  North  Carolina  was 
then  detained    by  British  impressment.     I  could 
hear  of  none.     I  know  that  during  our  restrictive 
system  many  of  our  sailors  entered  voluntarily 
into  the  British   service,  and,  when   tired   of  it, 
complained    that  they  had    been   impressed— in- 
stances have  actually  occurred  at  Plymouth  and 
at    London,   of   men    surrendered    as    impressed 
Americans,  who  afterwards  boasted  that  they  had 
cheated  their  King.     In  the  battle,  I  think  of  the 
President  and  the  Little  Belt,  a  neighbor  of  mine 
now  an  industrious  farmer  noticed  in  the  number 
of  the  slain  one  of  his  own  name.     He  exclaimed, 
there  goes  one  of  my  protections.     On  being  asked 
for  an  explanation    he  remarked,  that  in  his  wild 
days,  when  he  followed  the  sea.  it  was  an  ordinary 
mode  of  procuring  a  little  spending  money  to  get 
a  protection    from   a  notary  for  a  dollar,  and   sell 
it  to   the  first  foreigner  whom  it  at  all  fitted   for 
fifteen  or  twenty.     The  protected  alien  assumed, 
of  course,  the  American  name,  and,  if  impressed, 
claimed  to  be  liberated  under  it.     The  examina- 
tions which  have  been  had  before  the  committee 
of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  especially 
that  of  William  Gray,  confirm  the  belief  that  the 
number  of  impressed  Americans  has  been  exag- 
gerated   infinitely  beyond    the  truth.     But  their 
number  has  been  large  enough  to  render  the  griev- 
ance a  serious  one  ;  and,  be  they  more  or  less,  the 
right  to  the  protection  of  their  country  is  sacred, 
and  must  be  regarded.     The  Government  would 
forfeit  Its  claims  to  the  respect  and  affection  of  its 
citizens,  if  it  omitted  any  rational  means  to  secure 
the  rights  of  American  seamen  from  actual  viola- 
lion.     Seek   to  obtain   this  security  by  practical 
means.     If  you  cannot,  by  substitute,  obtain  an 
abandonment  of  the  right  or   practice  to  search 
our  vessels,  regulate  it  so  as  to  prevent  its  ab'jse — 
waiving  for  the  present,  not  relinquishing,  your 
obieciions  to  the  right.     Do  all  that  can  fairly  be 
asked    of  you   to  super.iede   the   necesnty  of  the 
practice.     When    this   is  done,  and  you   should 
nevertheless  fail — when  war  is  rendered  neces- 
sary to  obtain  a  practical  and  reasonable  security 
for  American  seamen,  against  the  abuses  of  itn- 
pressraent.  then,  sir,  that  war  is  just.     Whoever 


may   question    its  expediency,  none   who  admit 
that  wars  may  ever  be  justly  warred  can  feel  any 
conscienliousscruples  in  yieldingitsupport.    Thi?, 
sir.  is  no  late  opinion  of  mine.     It  has  been  long 
and  publicly  avowed — not  indeed  as  a  pledge  to  my 
constituents,  as  my  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Mdr- 
free)  has  remarked — we  do  not  deal  in  pledges — 
but  because  it  is  my  habit  to  be  frank  whm  no 
duty  commands  concealment.     Nor  is  it  sirange 
that  I  should  feci  attached  to  the  rights  of  Ameri- 
can sailors.     I  am  a  native  of  the  seaboard.    Many 
of  the  playmates  of  my  infancy  have  become  the 
adventurous  |)loughmen  cf  the  deep.     Seafaring 
men  are  among  my  strongest   personal   and    po- 
litical friends.     And  for  their  true  interests,  their 
fair  rights.  I  claim   to  feel  a  concern  as  sincere, 
and    a  Ztal   as  fervent  as  can   be  boasted    by  any 
i  gentleman  from  the  interior,  or  from  beyond   the 
I  mountains,  who   has  heard  of   them  but  knows 
I  them  not. 

;      Has  the  prosecution  of  your  scheme  of  invasion 

1  and  conquest  against   the  Canadas  a  tendency  to 

I  secure  these  rights  and  advance  these  interests  ? 

j  This,  sir,  is  a    momentous  question,  on  which  it 

is  the  duty  of  every  man  in  authority  to  reflect 

I  dispassionately,  and  with   a  fixed   purpose   to  at- 

I  tain  the  truth.     Unless  this  tendency  be  manifest, 

I  and  morally  certain,  every  motive  which  can  be 

i  addressed  to  an  honest  heart  and  intelligent  mind 

j  forbids   its  prosecution  at  the   present    moment. 

Make  a  fair  comparison  of  its  certain  or  probable 

I  ills  with  Its   possible  gains,  and    then  pronounce 

'  the  sentence  which  justice,  humanity,  and  policy 

demand;  and  a  suffering   nation  will  bless  your 

decision. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  consider  the  immense 
expenditure  which  this  scheme  has  cost,  and 
which  a  continuance  of  it  will  cost  to  this  coun- 
try.* Well  worthy  is  this  topic  of  consideration, 
especially  at  a  moment  when  industry  is  without 
encouragement,  and  external  revenue  is  utterly 
destroyed.  But  it  has  been  examined  with  great 
ability  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  es- 
pecially by  the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut  and 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Pitki.n  and  Mr.  Sheffey.)  and 
contenting  myself  with  an  earnest  request,  that 
their  remarks  be  not  forgotten,  and  that  in  your 
zeal  for  conquest  you  do  not  beggar  your  people, 
I  hasten  to  present  other  views  which  have  not 
been  so  fully  unfolded. 

There  is  something  in  the  character  of  a  war 
made  upon  the  people  of  a  country  lo  force  them 


•It  was  well  remarked  by  Mr.  Pearson,  that  the 
Constitutional  rule  of  ascertaining  the  contribution  of 
each  individual  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public  debt, 
was  to  be  collected  from  the  system  of  direct  taxes. 
Supposing  the  debt  which  will  have  be^n  created  by 
th«  Canada  war  by  the  close  of  the  next  campaign  to 
be  ninety  millions,  every  man  may  ascertain  how 
much  of  his  property  is  mortgaged  for  its  payment,  by 
adverting  to  his  portion  of  the  direct  tax.  The  whole 
amount  of  this  direct  lax  is  three  millions— multiply- 
ing, therefore,  each  man's  direct  tax  by  thirty,  will 
give  the  share  of  the  whole  debt,  for  which  he  may  be 
considered  as  liable.— A«/e  by  Mr.  Gatton. 
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tolibandon  a.  Government  which  they  cherish, 
at^'to  becomi  the  subjects  or  associates  of  their 
injilders,  whfch  nejcessarily  involves  calamities 
b«f»^nd  ihoseiincidejnt  to  ordinary  wars.  Among 
u>x  i;|)me  remain  wh(>  remember  the  horrors  of  the 
in  iision  of  tbe  JRevolution — '"and  others  of  us 
hh  i^  hung  with  revtjrence  on  the  lips  of  narrative 
ol  Hge  as  it  ijelated.  the  interesting  tale."  Such 
a  vtT  is  not  lietweetn  those  only  who  seek  for  re- 
rnitfn  in  military  ;achievements,  or  the  more 
[lible  merc>^narie4  "whose  business  'tis  to  die." 
eaks  in  iipon  All  the  charities  of  domestic 
and  intefrupts  all  (he  pursuits  of  industry, 
peasant  iuits  his  plough,  and  the  mechanic 
liurried  frum  hi*  shop  to  commence  without 
ienliceshi  ^  the  exercise  of  the  trade  of  death. 
T*fi|  irregula  ity  of  the  resistance  which  is  op- 
pc^  to  the  i  ivader,  its  occasional  obstinacy  and 
oc|J(sional  intermission,  provoking  every  bad  pas- 
si'tjof  his  solfiiery,  is  the  excuse  for  plunder,  lust, 
an*  jcruelty.  ;Thesa  atrocities  exasperate  the  suf- 
fej'l^  to  reveifge  ;  a*id  every  weapon  which  anger 
cjii^  f  supply,  und  eyery  device  which  ingenious 
h<<|(^d  can  C(Joceiv«^  is  used  to  inflict  vengeance 
oil  tiie  detesttjd  foe.  There  is  yet  a  more  horri- 
bl  }var  than  ibis.  As  tiiere  is  no  anger  so  deadly 
as  ,^e  anger  i^f  a  friend,  there  is  no  war  so  fero- 
ci'  i<p  as  ihat  vfhich  b  waged  between  m^n  of  the 
sa  i!^  blood,  a^d  formerly  connected  bv  the  closest 
ti'  of  aflectitn.  The  pen  of  the  historian  con- 
fe^syss  its  inability  to  describe,  the  fervid  fancy 
of  tje  poet  cannot  realize,  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
W(  r.  This  ir\vasioi»  of  Canada  involves  the  mis- 
er ».ts  of  both'theseispecies  of  war.  You  carry 
tir  (^nd  swore  amongst  a  people  who  are  "  united 
ag  [/ist  you  (-^ay  your  Generals)  to  a  man" — 
an  iCngst  a  pewple  who,  happy  in  themselves, and 
sa|.<ified  will.'  their  condition,  view  you  not  as 
coLing  to  emancipjite  them  from  thraldom,  but 
toitduce  iheru  to  a  foreign  yoke.  A  people  long 
at*?  intimately  connected  with  the  bordering  in- 
hi^iants  of /jour  Ci)untry  by  commercial  inter- 
cojirse.  by  th,t  ties  of  hospitality,  by  bonds  of  af- 
fit^Ly  and  bluod — a  people,  as  to  every  social  and 
inirVidual  purpose,  bng  identified  with  your  own. 
It  nust  be  that  such  a  war  will  rouse  a  spirit  of 
sa  auinary  feiocity,  ihat  will  overleap  every  holy 
ba,  rler  of  nature  and  venerable  usage  of  civili- 
za  lin.  Where  will  you  find  an  authenticated 
in  i$nce  of  (bis  ferocity,  that  more  instantane- 
ou  ;ly  compcK  the  shuddering  abhorrence  of  the 
h<  »ft.  than  \he  fact  asserted  by  my  eloquent 
fn  f^jd  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Webster.)  I 
"  '  'he  bayonrf  of  the  brother  has  been  actually 
o|  ^osed  to  th*»  breast  of  the  brother."  Merciful 
H  ajven  !  Tljai  th()se  who  have  been  rocked  in 
iL  ^ame  cradje  by  the  same  maternal  hand — who 
hi  re  imbibed'lhe  first  genial  nourishment  of  in- 
fa  I  existenc{!  from  the  same  blessed  source, 
si;  uld  be  forijed  to  contend  in  impious  strife  for 
il^  destruction  of  liiat  being  derived  from  their 
ci^amon  part^nt !  It  should  not  be  so  !  Every 
ffciljog  of  our;nature  cries  aloud  against  it  ! 

line  subjec'f  is  intimately  connected  with  this 
Cf  tjadian  wa*,  which  demands  the  most  thorough 
aiki;  deliberate  examination.     I  tremble  to  ap- 


proach it  thus  incidentally,  lest  I  injure  the  cause 
of  humanity  and  truth,  by  a  cursory  vindication. 
And  yet  1  dare  not  altogether  omit  it,  because  I 
fear  an  opportunity  of  full  consideration  will  not 
be  presented,  and  it  is  of  an  urgency  and  a  mag- 
nitude ihat  forbid  it  to  be  overlooked.  I  mean, 
sir.  the  falsely  called  system  of  retaliation,  which 
threatens  to  impart  to  the  war  a  character  of 
barbarity  which  has  not  its  parallel  in  the  mod- 
ern annals  of  Christendom.  Twenty-three  per- 
sons of  our  invading  army,  who  were  taken  pris- 
oners by  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  Q,ueenstowD, 
in  Canada,  have  been  sent  to  England  as  Britisb 
subjects,  to  be  tried  for  treason.  To  deter  the 
enemy  from  executing  the  law  uf)on  these  un- 
happy men,  our  Executive  has  ordered  into  close 
custody,  an  equal  number — not  of  American  citi 
zens  invading  our  country — (this  would,  indeed, 
be  retaliation) — but  of  British  prisoners  who  hare 
committed  no  crime.  It  is  avowed  that  these 
shall  be  put  to  instantaneous  dea'h,  if  the  men 
sent  to  England  should  be  convicted  and  exe- 
cuted. The  British  Government  has  proceeded, 
in  return,  to  confine  a  corresponding  number  of 
Americans,  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of  the  Brit- 
ish prisoners,  under  the  same  determination  and 
avowal.  This  has  again  been  retaliated  on  our 
side,  and  the  retaliation  retorted  by  the  enemy,  so 
that  an  indiscriminate  and  universal  destruction 
of  the  prisoners  on  each  side  is  the  menaced  con- 
sequence of  the  execution  of  one  of  the  presumed 
Englishmen  ordered  home  for  trial. 

Before  we  enter  upon  this  career  of  coldblooded 
massacre,  it  behooves  us,  byevery  obligation  which 
we  owe  to  God,  to  our  tellow-men,  and  to  our- 
selves, to  be  certain  that  the  right  is  with  us,  and 
that  the  duty  is  imperative.  If  in  a  moment  of 
excited  feeling  we  should  heedlessly  enact  the 
fatal  deed  which  consigns  thousands  of  the  gal- 
lant and  the  brave  Americans  and  Britons  to  an 
ignominious  death,  and  should  afterwards  dis- 
cover that  the  deed  was  criminal ;  that  the  blood 
of  the  innocent  is  upon  us,  and  the  cries  of  their 
fatherless  infants  have  ascended  against  us  to  the 
throne  of  the  Most  High;  how  shall  we  silence 
the  reproaches  of  conscience;  how  atone  for  the 
wide  spread  and  irreparable  mischief;  or  how 
efface  from  the  American  name  the  infamous 
stain  that  will  be  stamped  upon  it  ?  With  mo- 
tives thus  awfully  obligatory  to  a  correct  decis- 
ion, we  are  in  imminent  danger  of  error,  from 
causes  of  which  we  are  not  aware.  A  portion  of 
our  population,  inconsiderable  in  number  as  com- 
pared with  the  whole  mass,  but  influential,  because 
of  their  activity,  violence,  boldness,  and  their 
control  of  the  popular  presses — I  mean,  sir,  that 
part  of  our  naturalized  citizens,  who,  not  content 
with  pursuing  the  private  occupations  of  industry, 
undertake  to  manage  the  affairs  of  State,  or  teach 
us  how  they  should  be  managed — have  systemati- 
cally and  zealously  labored  to  disseminate  false 
principles,  and  excite  prejudices  and  passions  cal- 
culated to  mislead  the  public  mind.  Divesting 
ourselves  as  far  as  possible  from  all  hasty  impres- 
sions, let  us  examine  upon  what  foundation  rests 
the  right  to  put  our  prisoners  to  death,  in  revenge 


1561 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1562 


Febbuart,  1814. 


The  Loan  Bill. 


H.  ofR. 


for  the  execution  of  the  men  who  are  to  be  tried 
in  England  for  treason.     If  it  shall  be,  that  these 
men   are  native  subjects  of   Great  Britain,  who 
have  never  pretended  to  shake  off  their  allegiance 
by  naturalization    here,  their   crime    in    making 
war  against  their  acknowledged  country,  and  ac- 
tually^invading  its   territories,  is  so   manifestly 
treason,  and  the  right  of  their  country  to  punish 
such  treason  is  so  complete,  that  I  will  not  pre- 
sume it  necessary  to  argue  upon   either  of  these 
topics.     If  the  enemy  has  a  perfect  right   to  re- 
Ifard  them  as  traitors,  we  cannot  have  the  incon- 
sistent right  to  avenge,  with  innocent  blood,  their 
just  doom.     But  it  may  be  that  some  of  them  are 
British   subjects  naturalized   in  America.     1  be- 
lieve this  is  not  the  fact.     We  have  no  official  in- 
formation ;  but  from  the   most   respectable  inof- 
ficial sources  1  learn  it  is  not  the  fact.    If  it  should 
be    however,  a  very  interesting   inquiry  presents 
itself.     What   is  the  eflect  of   naturalization  in 
severing;  the  ties  which  bind  a  man  to  his  native  i 
country",  and  in   requiring,  as  against  its  claims, 
the  protection  of  his  adopted  country?     It  is  my 
conviction,  that  erroneous  opinions  prevail  upon 
this  point.     It  is  a  point  on  which  this  country, 
surrounded  by  foreign  territories,  into  which  our 
citizens  are    migrating   in  vast  numbers,  has  a 
Tery  deep  interest  to  form  correct  opinions. 

Every  political  as«ociation  must  be  considered 
as  originally  founded  on  a  contract  between  each 
of  its  members  and  the  whole  body.     Each  stip- 
ulates to  yield  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  re- 
frain from  acts  destructive  of  the  existence  of  the 
State;  while  the  communiiy,  as  such,  stipulates 
to  secure  to  each  individual  the  enjoyment  ol  his 
Tights.     The  duration  of  such  an   association,  if 
not  denied  by  the  original  compact,  is  nece>sarily 
unlimited.    When  any  of  its  members  is  desirous 
to  free  himself  from  his  engagements,  it  is  mani- 
fest that  he  cannot  do  it  by  his  own  act,  at  his 
own  pleasure;  for  such  a  power  would  be  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  notion  of  an  obligation.    He 
can  be  released  from  his  contract  only  upon  the 
occurrence  of  some  event  which  by  the  terms  of 
the  association,  it  is  stipulated,  shall  have  .such 
effect,orbytheconsentof  the  community  to  which 
he  was  bound.     As  is  the  state  of   the   original 
parties  to  the  association,  such  is  that  of  their  de- 
scendants. Children  in  every  political  community 
must  be  viewed  as  succeeding  to  the  rights  and 
with  them  to  the  consequent  obligations  of  their 
parents;  but  for  this  principle  the  great  induce- 
ment to  the  social  stale,  the  desire  of    providing 
for  the  security  and  happiness  of  a  family,  would 
be  annihilated,  and  the  trammels  of  Government 
never  would  be  submitted  to.     But  for  this,  that 
perpetual  succession  which  keeps  up  the  identity 
of  the  nation,  although  its  individuals  are  all  in  a 
state  of  decay  and   renovation,  which  gives  it  a 
corporate  being  essential  to  its    action,  is  at  once 
destroyed.     From  these  principles,  or  principles 
like  these,  it  is,  that  all  jurists  agree  that  when  a 
political  society  is  formed  the  fuodamenial  laws 
of  that  society  may  prescribe  when  and  upon 
what  terms  only  any  individual  of  it  shall   be 
freed  from  his  engagement  to  defend  it.     That 


such  society  possesses  this  right  is  a  principle  of 
universal  law;  no  dictum  can   be  found  to  con- 
tradict  it.     How  such   right  shall   be  exercised 
must  of  course  depend  on  the  wisdom  and  virtue 
of  the  society  itself,  or  of  those   who  enact   its 
laws.     It  must  be  perfectly  obvious  that  in  any 
case  where   the  fundamental  laws  of  the  society 
do  not  permit  the   individual   to  release  himself 
from  his  engagement  the  intervention  of  a  third 
party  cannot  eflect  this  release.     A  promise  of  A 
to  B  cannot  be  discharged  by  an  act  of  C.     The 
effect  therefore  which   the  naturalization  in  any 
country  of  ihe  subject  of  another  has  upon  the 
original  obligations  of  that  subject   to  his  native 
country  must  depend  upon  its  law,  prescribing  to 
what  extent  and  under  what  circumstances  these 
orit^inal  obligations  may  be  lessened  or  destroyed. 
Th'e  institutions  of  diflerent  countries  vary  from 
each  other  in  this  respect;  some  are  more  rigid 
nnd  others  more  indulgent.    But  I  know  of  but  one 
State  on  earth,  the  State  of 'Virginia,  which  allows 
the  native  subject  or  citizen  so  completely  to  divest 
himself  of  his  original  character  as  to  raise  against 
her  with  impunity  the  hand  of  parricide.     Vir- 
i  ginia  by  a  statute  does  permit  a  citizen  by  a  for- 
mal deed,   executed    before   witnesses,  acknowl- 
[  edged   in  court  and   recorded,  to  quit-claim  and 
I  renounce   his   birthright,   and   thenceforth  to  be 
'  deemed  as  though  he  never  had  been  of  the  State. 
All  other  Siatts  in  the  civilized  world  impose 
this   restraint,  that  their  original    subject  shall 
never  wage  war  against  his  country. 

With  the  fundamental  laws  of  England  in  re- 
lation to  tliis  subject,  we  have  a  perfect  acquaint- 
ance.    In  general,  every  man  is  there  at  liberty 
to  quit  the  kingdom,  to  pursue  abroad  such  occu- 
pations, and  enter  into  such  engagements   as  he 
may  find  beneficial ;  but  on  the  express  condition 
that  he  shall  not  violate  his  faith  to  his  sovereign, 
the  first  great  duty  of  which  is,  not  to  invade  his 
territories  and  war  against  his  subjects.     1  was 
surprised  to  hear  a  gentleman   from  Kentucky, 
whose  cood  sense  and  independence  I   much   re- 
spect, (Mr.  MoNTGOMEHY.)  argue  that   the   per- 
mission to  a  British  subject  to  leave  his  country, 
was  an  implied  consent  that  he  might   throw  oflT 
all  allegiance  to  it.     Such  an  implication  is  done 
away  by  the  very  terms  of  the  permission.     The 
law  is  as  old  as  Magna  Charta,  and  has  been  uni- 
form down  to  this  day.     "  Licuit  unicuique  de 
cetera  exire  de  reg-no  noitro.  et  redire  salvo  et  »e- 
cure,  per  terram  et  per  aquavi.  scdvajide  nostra." 
23d  'article  Abbott's  edition  of  Magna   Charta. 
••  It  may  be  lawful  for  every  one  hereafter  to  go 
out  of  our  kingdom,  and  return  safely  and  secure- 
ly, by  land  and  by  sea,  saving  his  faith  to  us."    In 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  occurred  the  case  of  Dr. 
Story,  which  gentlemen  will  find   accurately  re- 
ported.—2d  Dyer,  298,  b.  304.     A  native  of  Eng- 
land, he  had  long  quitted  that  country;    had    be- 
come a  subject  of  Philip  of  Spain,  and  had  actu- 
ally been  received  as  Ambassador  from  Philip  at 
the  English  Court.     He  was  indicted  for  treason  ; 
he  pleaded  the  fact  of  his  having  become  a  Span- 
ish   subject;   the    plea    was   overruled;    he   was 
convicted   and  executed.     The  case  of  Colone 
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*ownIy  occurred  JD  1746.  He  was  indicted  for 
aeason  in  piding  in  the  rebellion  of  1745;  was 
i.vinricted  t^d  executed  ;  notwithstanding  the  fact 
»4'  his  having  become  a  French  subject,  and  bear- 
ij»  a  Frencii  comnii>5>ion.  The  case  of  iEneas 
EltDonald,  jn  the  same  year,  was  more  remarka- 
l  le.  He  h.-id  left  Scotland,  his  native  land,  a 
t  i|re  infant,  and  ever  afterwards  resided  in 
I  'itince.  As  a  subject  of  the  King  of  France,  and 
;  .^officer  iji  his  army,  he  accompanied  the  Pre- 
i  i.der  in  1745;  was  taken  prisoner,  indicted  for 
i  easoD.  and-convicted.  He  was,  indeed,  not  exe- 
(  jied.  Thti  hards-hip  of  his  fate  excited  commis- 
«  {|tion;  anil,  upon  the  recommendalioa  of  his 
jiiy  to  rar<:cy,  hi*i  sentence  was  commuted  to 
{^rpetual  b;»nislir>ient.  It  is  vain  to  multiply 
J  fyofs.  Nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  the 
I  aglish  lavf,  in  relation  to  its  subjects  naturalized 
;i  iioad.  waging  w>r  against  their  country.  The 
1  y  of  Frai^ce  is  more  strict,  and  equally  precise. 
'  he  edict  (jf  Triaaon,  of  23d  August,  1813,  with 
;(?at  decision,  declare.*? — "No  Frenchman  can  be 
ijuralizedjabroad  without  our  consent,"  (that  is 
.J'lhe  Empi'ror;)  Hnd  that  "Frenchmen  naiural- 
t<l  abroaiJi  even  ivithout  our  permission,  can  at 
jitirae  ca  ry  arins  against  France,  under  pain 
peing  indicted  ii  our  courts,  and  condemned  to 
lli^  punishnVnt  enacted  in  the  penal  code." — Book 
J.  75.  During  toe  French  Revolution,  in  1795, 
dorps  of  emigrants,  whom  oppression  and  brutal 
i^ence  ha<l  coinipelled  to  quit  their  country, 
llrtTied  themselves;  into  an  army  in  the  pay  and 
Aiploymentof  BJiiain,  and  as  such  engaged  in 
t^e  ill-fated  expednion  toQ,uiberon.  They  were 
ri^e  prisoners,  and  executed  as  traitors.     What 

I  iur  own  law?  In  every  State  of  the  Union, 
t  ;4ept  V'ir^(nia.  it  is  precisely  the  law  which  ob- 
t  jfis    in   Giieai  Britain — no    man    shall    exempt 

II  ihself  froni  the  obligation  not  to  war  against  his 
cj:*ntry  ;  atJ.  in  Virginia,  even,  he  can  only  get 
i^^]of  this  U)ligati^n  by  observing  the  stipulated 
1  tins  whicfr  its  l^w  prescribes.  Naturalization 
g  ,*nted  in  another  country  has  no  effect  whatever 
I  [  destroy  iiis  ortginal  primary  allegiance.  A 
g  'iiileman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ephes)  informed 
i^  :  ihat,  unijer  a  British  statute,  two  years  volun- 
t;  f'if  service^ in  the|r  navy,  ipno  facto,  naturalized 
»  foreigne?.  Beitlso,  sir.  Let  us  suppose  that, 
c  ;^ing  out  restrictions  on  commerce,  an  Arneri- 
ijiO   citizvRj,  a  Virginian   for  instance,  who  had 

;  >K><  gone  th(H)ugh  {he  stipulated  formalities  of  ex- 
j5<riatioo,  liiad  enrered  on  board  the  British  navy, 
«^4  afier  serving  jhere  two  years,  and  thus  be- 
cif^iing  a  ii3^iirali;^ed  subject  of  George  III.  had 
i|^t(imously  joined,  in  the  invasion   of  his   native 

:''V^^'  ^^Pj''^*^  '''''  miscreant  taken  prisoner, 
I*4ding  a  hk»iile  hand  at  the  burning  of  Havre, 
c|  jit  the  aiTocious  outrages  of  Hampton,  and  ar- 
tlijjned  for"trca>oij  in  levying  war  against  the 
Ilr^iied  Sliires,  wh*t  defence  could    be  made  for 

•  fT^     t=* 'hvre  a  penileman  in    the  House,  with 

'■  Aj'  pretensions  to  It-gal  science,  who  will  so  far 
Sifard  his  reputation  as  to  allege  that  a  defence 
jy^ld  be  made  for  him  ?  h  there  a  judge  in  our 
l|i|d,  from  hiost  who  adorn  the  bencli  of  our  Su- 
rtrtjuie  Couv  dowD  to  the  humblest  ia  capacity 
♦  } 


and  office,  who  could  be  even  amused  by  the 
miserable  sophistry  that  naturalization  in  Britaia 
repealed  our  law  of  treason  ?  No,  sir,  the  traitor 
would  be  condemned — inevitably  condemned  ; 
and  if  the  President  were  frightened  from  exe- 
cuting the  sentence,  by  an  iosolent  threat  from 
Britain  to  put  innocent  Americans  to  death  in 
revenge  for  the  just  doom  of  the  convict,  he  would 
encounter  the  contempt  and  execration  of  his 
country.  How  is  it,  then,  that  we  undertake,  by 
such  menaces,  to  deter  the  enemy  from  executing 
a  like  law,  under  like  circumstances,  against  her 
unnatural  children? 

This  law  against  the  alienation  of  allegiance  is 
DO  relic  of  tyranny;  it  is  founded  in  trie  analogy 
of  nature,  aud  essential  to  the  harmony  of  the 
world.  There  is  a  striking  similitude  between 
the  duties  of  a  citizen  to  his  country,  and  those 
of  a  son  to  his  father.  Indeed,  sir,  what  is  the 
word  country  but  a  comprehensive  phrase,  em- 
bracing all  those  charities  which  grow  out  of  the 
domestic  relations  of  parents,  children,  kindred, 
and  friends?  When  the  boy  has  attained  man- 
hood, and  the  father's  care  is  no  longer  necessary 
to  guard  him  from  daily  harms,  he  is  at  liberty  to 
quit  the  parenul  roof;  to  become  the  inmate  of 
another  family  ;  there  form  connexions  essential 
to  his  happiness,  and  lake  upon  himself  obliga- 
tions of  respect  and  tenderness  as  the  adopted  son 
of  other  parents.  But  is  nature's  first  great  bond 
utterly  severed?  Can  he  return  at  the  bidding 
of  his  new  friends  to  ravage  and  destroy  the  home 
of  his  childhood,  and  pollute  it  with  the  life-blood 
of  those  from  whom  he  received  life?  Would 
this  be  but  an  ordinary  trespass — a  common  hom- 
icide— which  provocation  might  extenuate,  ex- 
cuse, or  even  justify  ?  An  association,  sir,  formed 
by  a  resurrection  of  the  wretches  who  have  died 
on  the  gibbet,  would  disdain  such  a  principle  io 
their  code.  What  is  the  jargon  of  modern  ex{)a- 
triation  but  the  same  principle  interpolated  into 
the  code  of  nations  ? 

The  peace  and  independence  of  every  Slate, 
and  of  none  more  than  ours,  demand  that  the 
citizen  should  not  be  released  from  the  just  claims 
of  his  country  by  the  interference  of  foreign  Pow- 
ers. Give  to  such  interference  this  effect,  and 
every  nation  is  made  dependent  upon  the  arbi- 
trary exercise  of  a  foreign  right  to  control  and 
regulate  lis  vital  concerns.  The  Spanish  domin- 
ions to  the  South,  and  the  British  territories  to 
the  North,  have  tempted  from  us  many  of  our 
boldest  spirits.  Let  them  go;  let  them  there  en- 
joy every  privilege,  if  they  can  find  it,  which  m 
our  hapfiy  country  is  given  to  the  fugitive  Euro- 
pean ;  every  privilege  which  is  essential  to  their 
comfort.  Let  them  pursue  in  tranquillity  their 
industrious  occupations,  realize  the  profits  of  en- 
terprise, and  be  protected  from  every  invasion  of 
individual  right.  In  return  for  these  advantages, 
let  them,  like  the  Europeans  whom  we  naturalize, 
render  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws,  perform 
every  social  duty  which  is  assigned  to  them,  and 
contribute  to  the  support  ol  the  Government  a 
(d)T  proportion  of  their  gains.  But  permit  them 
not  to  forget  the  country  which  gave  them    birth 
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and  protected  their  infancy.  Suffer  them  not 
with  impunity  to  be  converted  into  hostile  tribes, 
whose  numbers  may  be  swelled  from  day  to  day 
by  the  factious,  the  restless,  and  the  criminal, 
who  have  but  to  pass  an  ideal  line,  and  the  duty 
of  obedience  is  converted  into  the  right  to  de- 
stroy. 

Unless  I  am  greatly  deceived,  the  law  of  Eng- 
and  must  be  suffered  to  have  its  course  with  ihe 
individuals,  if  natives  of  England,  and  migrating 
to  us  since  the  Revolution,  who  are  sent  thither 
for  trial.     Whether  they  ought  to  be  executed,  if 
convicted,  is  a  very  different  question.     Consid- 
ering   the   intimate    connexion    which    common 
origin,  language,  and  manners,  and  intimate  com- 
merce has  heretofore  induced  between  the  coun- 
tries, and  the  consequent  interchange  of  their  in- 
habitants;   remembering,  100,  that  general   laws 
are  often  cruel  in  their  application  to  particular 
cases,  the  Executive  authority  in  that  country  is 
bound  by  the  strongest  motives  to  consult  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity,  and  forbear  the  too   rigorous 
exercise  of  right.     But    if  these   considerations 
should  not  there  prevail,  and  the  severe  penalty 
of  the  law  of  treason  is  exacted,  as  of  right  it  may 
be.  shall  we.  without  right,  without  the  semblance 
of  law,  coldly  murder  those  who  are  in  our  power 
who  have  commuted  no  trea.son  against  ur  and' 
against  whom  crime  is  not  pretended  ?     Is  this 
called  retaliation?     Britain  executes  British  trai- 
tors serving  in   the   American   Army,  regularly 
tried  and  convicted  of  treason,  and  we,  in  return, 
execute — whom  ?     American  traitors,  serving,  in 
the  British  army,  and  convicted  of  treason  ?     No. 
but  faithful,  loyal  men.  bearing  arms  in  ihe  cause 
of  their  native  country  !  tried  by  no  law  !  ofle'nders 
against  nolaw  !    Sir.  the  pretension  is  monstrous  ? 
I  have  met  with  no  instance  of  such  a  pretension 
being  ever  asserted  in  a  civilized  country.     Did 
PhilTp  of  Spain   retaliate  in  this  way  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  Dr.  Story  ?     Did  France  retaliate  for 
the  execution  of  Colonel  Towoly?     Did  Britain 
thus   retaliate   for    the   execution  of  the  French 
emigrants  taken  at  Q,uiberoii  /     I  have  heard  it 
said  that  Napper  Tandy,  an  Irishman,  naturalized 
in  France,  was  surrendered   upon  a  threat  of  re- 
taliation   from    France.     I   doubt   the    fact— the 
only  evidence  of  it  is   in  a  note  to  an  evidently 

fiartial  and  one  sided  account  of  his  trial  in  acol- 
ection  of  Curran's  Speeches.  In  no  authentic 
register  have  I  been  able  to  find  it.  But,  if  it  were 
true,  the  note  itself  states  that  the  ground  on 
which  he  was  demanded,  was  not  that  he  had 
been  naturalized  by  France,  and  therefore  not 
liable  to  be  executed  for  treason  ;  but  because  he 
had  been  unjustly  seized  at  Hamburg,  in  neu- 
tral territory,  and  ought  to  be  returned.  Theo- 
bald Wolfe  Tone,  Tandy's  associate,  and,  like 
him,  an  officer  of  France,  but  not  like  him,  ar- 
rested in  a  violated  neutral  territory,  was  neither 
demanded  or  delivered.  Condemned  to  death,  he 
changed  the  mode  of  Us  execution  by  committing 
suicide.  And  shall  my  country,  claiming  to  ex- 
cel in  humanity,  as  it  excels  in  freedom,  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  shall  it  be  the  first  to  avow  a 
monstrous,  unfounded  pretension,  and  vindicate 


it  by  innocent  blood  ?    Shall  it  teach  a  lesson  of 

barbarity  to  the  hardened  chieftains  of  slaughter, 
of  which  they  were  before  ignorant?  Shall  it 
seek  to  protect  foreigners  from  the  vengeance  of 
their  sovereigns,at  the  cost  of  immolating  its  own 
native  citizens?  Shall  it  doom  a  revolutionary 
Winchester,  or  a  gallant  Winder,  to  a  shameful 
death,  because  it  cannot  save  alien  traitors  from 
their  legal  fate  ? 

Think  for  a  moment,  sir.  on  the  con5.equences, 
and  deem  it  not  unworthy  of  you  to  regard  them. 
True  courage  shuts  not  its  eyes  upon  danger  or 
its  results.     It  views   them  steadily,  and  calmly 
resolves  whether  they  ought  to  be  encountered. 
Already  has  this  Canadian  war  a  character  suf- 
ficieully  cruel,  as  Newark,  Buffalo,  and  Niagara 
can  testify.     But  when  the  spirit  of  ferocity  shall 
have  been  maddened  by  the  vapor  steaming  from 
the   innocent   blood    that  shall  stagnate   around 
every  depot  of  prisoners,  then  will   it  become  a 
war,   not  of  savage,  but  of  demoniac  character. 
Your  part  of  it  may  perhaps,  be  ably  sustained — 
your  way  through   the  Canadas  may  be  traced 
afar  off  by  the  smoke  of  their  burning  villages— 
your  path  may  be  marked  by  the  blood  of  their 
furious  peasantry — you  may  render  your  course 
audible  by  the  frantic  shrieks  of  their  women  and 
children.     But  your  own  sacred  soil  will  also  be 
the  scene  of  this  drama  of  fiends.     Your  exposed 
and    defenceless   seaboard,    the    seaboarj    of  the 
South,  will  invite  a  terrible  vengeance.   That  sea- 
board which  has  been  shamefully  neglected,  and 
is  at  this  moment  without  protection,  has   been 
already  invaded.     But  an  invasion,  after  the  war 
shall  have  assumed  its  unmitigated  form  of  car- 
nage, and  woe,  and  wickedness,  must  be  followed 
with  horrors  which  imagination  can  Kut   faintly 
conceive.  I  will  not  trust  myself  to  tell  you  all  I  feel, 
all  my  constituent?  feel,  upon  this  subject.     But  I 
will  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
when  he  alludes  to  the  probability  that  an  intes- 
tine foe  may  be  roused  to  assassination  and  bru- 
tality, he  touches  a  chord  that  vibrates  to  the  very 
heart.     Yes.  sir,  I  live  in  a  State  whose  misfor- 
tune it  is  to  contain  the  materials  out  of  which 
may  be  made  such  a  foe— a  foe  that  will  be  found 
everywhere — in  our  fields,  our  kitchens,  and  our 
chambers;  a  foe,  ignorant,  degraded  by  habits  of 
servitude,  uncurbed  by  moral   restraints — whom 
no  recollections  of  former  kindness  will  soften, 
and  whom  the  remembrance  of  severity  will  goad 
to  frenzy — from  whom  nor  age.  nor  infancy,  nor 
heauty.  will  find   reverence  or  pity— and   whose 
subjugation  will  be  but  another  word  for  extermi- 
nation"     Such  a  foe,  sir.  may  be  added   to  fill  up 
the   measure  of  our  calamities.     Let   me  not  be 
misunderstood — let    no   gentleman    misconceive 
my  meaning.     Do  I  slate  the>e  consequences  to 
niimidateor  deter  you?    J  think  bett^-r  of  my 


you 
countrymen.  I  hope  and  believe,  in  the  language 
of  Wilkinson  to  Prevosi,  the  Americans  will  not 
be  deterred  from  pursuing  what  is  right  by  any 
dread  of  consequences.  No,  sir,  I  state  ihem  to 
rouse  your  attention  and  waken  your  scrutiny 
into  the  correctness  of  the  course  you  are  pursu- 
ing.    If  on  mature  deliberation  you  are  sure  that 
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ijv^  are  fight,  proceed,  regardless  of  what  may 

'i^ippen.    • 
I      "  Jiut'^m  et  tifnaeem  propositi  virum — 

Si  Jroctus  Ulabatur  orbia, 
*  Impiifiduni.  fericnt  ruitis." 

•'The  ma>t  resolvid  and  steady  to  his  trust. 
Inflexible,  to  ill,  and  obstinately  just; 

••  «  •  •  • 

>•.     From  orfrs  convuls'd  should  all  the  planets  fly, 
4  '  World  (>'U8h  on  world,  and  ocean  mix  with  sky; 
;    'He,  umoncern'd,  would  view  the  falling  whole, 

i  [  And  still  maintain  the  purpose  of  his  soul." 

'    jBut  reli'jct  well,  I  conjure  you,  before  reflection 

'X  too  late.:    Let  jiot  passion  or  prejudice  dictate 

;  [\e  decision) ;  if  e/roneous,  its  reversal  may  be  de- 

>eed  by  a*.natioQ's  miseries,  and   by  the  world's 

tjhorrence"- 

•Mr.  Chairman,  turning  from  the  gloomy  view 
Jf  the  efi'etirts  ol  the  Canada  war.  my  attention  is 
ifresled  b)»  another  consequence  likely  to  follow 
rom  it,  onwwiiich  I  will  not  long  detain  you.  but 
kriiich  IS  liot  lejii  interesting  nor  less  alarming. 
4    proporrjon  as  gentlemen   become   healed   in 
lieir  pursiji  of  c(.Dquest,  and  are  baffled  in  their 
Sorts  to  oiertakcf  ii,  the  object  becomes  valuable 
^  their  es'Jmatioi],  and  success  is  more  identified 
ttth  their  bride.     The  conquest  of  Canada,  coa- 
||c|m plated  \s  an  easy  sport,  without  a  fixed  design 
:\her  to  kjep  it,  io  secure,  or  surrender  it  to  pur- 
lase  r!gh.p,  has  irom  its  difficulty  swelled  into 
|i|  importance  whnch  causes  it  to  be  valued  above 
|4   rights.*  Patriotism  was   relied  on   to  fill   the 
ii^ks  of  iho  invading  army  ;  but  it  did  not  suffi- 
Vi^nily  answer  the  call.     These  ranks,  however, 
^i^st  be   filled — a.arice  is  next   resorted   to — the 
Wust  enoritaous  piice  is  bid  for  soldier^,  that  was 
fvter  offerei  in  any  age  or  country.     Should  this 
lijl,  what  U  the  liext  scheme?     There  is  no  re- 
^.jrve  or  ccticeahueni.     It  has  been  avowed  that 
^ije  next  s^<heme  as  a  conscription.     It  is  known 
[■^t  this  si^heme  was  recommended  even  ai  this 
*^sion   by'the  War  Department,  and  that  u  was 
l>^stponed  jinly  to  try  first  the  effect  of  enormous 
L#unty.     The  freemen  of  this  country  are  to  be 
J^uglited  »'rom  tht  ranks  of  the  militia,  and  forced 
EjToad   as  .military  machines,  to  wage  a  war  of 
Miquesi !     Sir.  I;  have  been  accustomed  to  con- 
,  Jer  the  little  sha^e  which  I  have  in  the  Consti- 
|uion  of  it^ese  Uii'ited  States,  as  the  most  valua- 
If  patrimciny  1  have  to  leave  to  those  beings  m 
^i>om  I  haj)e  my  name  and  remembrance  to  be 
'.j-peiuate^.     Bui;  I  solemnly  declare,  that  if  such 
■^uctrine  ••)e  ingrafted  into  this  Constitution,! 
11  regard  it  as  yvilhout  value,  and  care  not  for 
preservation.    .Even  in  France,  where  man. 
red  to  despotisfn,  has  become  so  passive  and 
servient  as  almost  to  lose  the  faculty  of  feel- 
oppresiion,  aijd  the  capacity  to  perceive  it, 
D  there, -sir.  the  tyranny  of  conscription  rouses 
ia  to  the  assertion  of  his    innate   freedom,  to 
gle  ajjainst  slavery  in    its   most  malignant 
<ni.     No.'  sir,  n«l  the  dread  of  all   the  severe 
Qishnienis  orda-ined  for  refractory   conscripts, 
i  the  'peiiie  du  6 ju/e/,"  the  '•  travaiu:  publit/ues,^' 
"^  deain  itself,  caa  stupify  him  into  seeming  sub- 


mission.* He  yields  only  to  absolute  force,  and 
is  marched  to  the  field  of  glory  manacled  and 
handcuffed.  And  is  such  a  principle  to  be  intro- 
duced into  our  benign,  our  free  institutions  ?  Be- 
lieve me,  the  attempt  will  be  fatal — it  cannot  suc- 
ceed but  by  military  terror — it  will  be  the  signal 
for  drawing  the  sword  at  home.  Americans  are 
not  fitted  to  be  the  slaves  of  a  system  of  French 
conscription,  the  most  detestable  of  the  inventions 
of  tyranny.  Sir,  I  hear  it  whispered  near  me. 
this  is  not  worse  than  the  impressment  of  seamen. 
It  is  worse,  infinitely  worse.  Impresstneni  forces 
seamen  to  serve  in  the  public  .ships  of  their  coun- 
try, instead  of  pursuing  their  occupation  in  the 
merchant  service.  It  changes  their  employment 
to  one  more  rigorous,  of  longer  continuance,  of 
greater  danger.  But  it  is  yei  employment  of  the 
same  kind — it  is  yet  employment  for  which  they 
are  fitted  by  usage  and  education.  But  conscrip- 
tion is  indiscriminate  in  the  victims  of  its  tyranny. 
The  age,  not  the  pursuit,  of  the  conscript  is  the 
sole  criterion  of  his  fitness.  Whatever  be  his 
habits,  whatever  his  immediate  views,  whatever 
bis  designed  occupation  in  life,  a  stern  mandate 
tears  him  from  the  roof  of  his  father,  from  the 
desk,  the  office,  the  plough,  or  the  workshop,  and 
he  is  carried  far  from  home  to  fight  in  foreign 
climes  the  battles  of  ambition.  But,  sir,  if  con- 
scription were  not  worse  than  impressment  I 
should  not  lose  my  objection  to  it — I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  assent  to  the  introduction  of  either  con- 
scription or  impressment  into  my  country.  For 
all  the  British  territories  in  the  Western  world,  I 
would  not.  Fight  for  sailors'  rights— yet  rivet 
on  our  citizens  a  French  conscription?  Fight 
for  rights  on  the  ocean,  and  annihilatt;  the  most 
precious  of  all  rights  at  home — the  right  of  a  free- 
man never  to  be  forced  out  of  his  ow.i  country! 
How  alarming  is  the  infatuation  of  that  zeal, 
which  in  its  ardor  for  attaining  its  object,  tramples 
in  the  dust  objects  of  infinitely  higher  price  ! 

What  is  the  probability  of  success  in  this 
scheme  of  conquest,  is  a  topic  on  which  I  mean 
not  to  enlarge.  It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should, 
for  others  have  ably  discussed  it.  That  you  may 
take  Upper  Canada,  that  you  may  overrun  the 
lower  province  I  believe;  but  that  you  will  take 
Quebec,  while  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is 
commanded  by  a  hostile  fleet.  I  cannot  believe  ; 
it  an  opposite  thuuglit  sometimes  get  possession 

•  The  system  of  conscription  is  upheld  in  France, 
by  the  mo«t  rigorous  punishments  upon  all  who  are 
instrumental  in  evading  its  operation.  The  most 
ruinous  fines  are  imposed  upon  the  parents  of  the  re- 
fractory conscript,  and  where  they  are  accessary  to  his 
escape  the  severest  corporal  punishment,  such  as 
branding  with  hot  irons,  public  exposure,  and  impris- 
onment. The  "  Peine  du  Boulet,"  is  an  iron  ball  of 
eight  pounds  weight,  fastened  to  the  leg  by  an  iron 
chain  seven  feet  long.  It  is  accompanied  with  hard 
labor  of  ten  hours  daily,  and,  in  the  intervals  of  rest, 
solitary  confinement.  It  lasts  ten  years,  and  the  poor 
wretch  wears  a  disgraceful  dress,  the  emblem  of  his 
ignominy — the  "travaux  publiqucs"  are  employed  in 
such  public  labors  as  the  Government  may  direct. — 
I^'ote  by  Mr.  Gaston. 
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of  my  imagination,  I  find  it  springing  from  that  1 
impulse  of  the  heart  which  makes  me  fancy  vie-  j 
tory  perched  on  the  standard  of  my  country,  and  j 
not  the  result  of  an  exertion  of  the  understanding.  ; 
But,  sir,  if  you  should  conquer  the  Canadas.  sub- 
due Nova   Scotia,  and   possess   yourselves  of  all  } 
the  British  territories  in  America — if  after    itn- 
poverishing  your  country  by  ruinous   loans  and  | 
grinding  down   your  people  by  oppressive  taxes, 
you  should  wade  at  last   through  the   horrors  of 
invasion,   massacre  of  prisoners,  a  servile   war,  ' 
and  a  military  conscription   to   the   now  darling  { 
object  of  your  wishes — I  pray  you,  sir,  what  is 
then    to   be  done?     What  do   you   design  to  do 
with  the  conquered  territory  ?     We  will  keep  it,  ; 
say  the  gentlemen   from  Vermont  and    Pennsyl- 
vania ^Mr.  Braoley  and  Mr.  Ingersoll.)     We 
will  keep  it.  because  it  is  an  object  with  our  peo-  j 
pie;  because  it  will   keep  off  Indian    wars,  and  ' 
retribute  us  for  the  wrongs  we  have  sustained. 
I  believe,  indeed,  that,  if  conquered,  there  will  be 
a  powerful  parly  to  the  North   and   West  that 
will  not  consent  to  part  with  it — with  whom  it  is 
an  object.     But  how  shall  it  be  kept  ?     As  a  con- 1 
quered   province?     To  retain   it  as  such  against 
the  efforts  of  an    exasperated,  though   conquered  ' 
people  within,  and  the  exertions  of^  a  powerful, 
proud,  and  irritated  enemy  without — that  enemy.  [ 
master  of  the  sea.  always  able  to  invade  and  to 
succor    the    invaders — will    require    a    military  > 
strength  and  a   pecuniary    expenditure   not   less 
continued  or  less  in  amount  than  were  demanded 

iy  to  take  it.     Such  a  conquest  is  never  finished  ; 

when  nominally  effected,  it  is  to  be  begun.     But  , 

^  we  will  incorporate  it  into   the  Union — ay,  this  , 

would    be    indeed    a    pleasant    result !     Let    my 
Southern  friends — let  gentlemen   who  represent 
slaveholding   Stales  attend  to  ibis.     How  would 
this  project  take  at  home?     What  would    their  i 
constituents  give  to  have  half  a  dozer\  new  Slates  ' 
made  out  of  the  Canadas  ?     It  is,  besides,  so  no- 
table an  expedient  for  strengthening  the  nation. 
and  so   perl^ectly  in  accordance  with  the  princi-  . 
pies  of  our  form  of  Government  !     We  are  to 
force  men   into  an  association  the  very  life  of  i 
—     which  is  freedom,  and   the    breath   of  that  life  ; 
unrestrained  choice  !     And  to  give  vigor  to  the  , 
nation,  we  are  to  admit  into  its  councils,  and  into  { 
a  free  participation  of  its  power,  men  whose  dis-  ' 
like   of  Its   Government   has   been   strengthened  ; 
into  abhorrence  by  the  exasperations  of  war,  and 
all  whose  affections  are  fixed    upon  its  enemy  ! 
But  at  all  events  you  are  to  keep  the  Canadas.  ; 
What,  then,  will   you  do  about  sailors'  rights? 
Youwill  not  be  a  jot  nearer  to  them  then  than  you 
are  now.     How  will  you  procure  them,  or  seek  to  ; 
procure   them?     Will  you  then   begin  i:i   good 
earnest  to  protect  or  obtain  them  by  naval  means? 
Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  attend  to  this  declared 
object  of  the  war  now,  rather  than  wait  until  af-  I 
ter   the  Canadian  scheme   is  effected  ?     Perhaps 
you  mean  to  keep  Canada  and  abandon  sailors' 
rights.     If  80,  why  not  avow  to  the  people  that 
it  is  conquest  you  fight  for,  and  not  right  ?     But, 
perhaps,  it  is  designed  when  the  conquest  is  ef- 
fected to  give  it  back  to  Britain  as  an  equivalent  I 
13lh  Con.  2dSEss.— 50 


for  the  cessation,  on  her  part,  of  some  maritime 
right — for  the  privilege  liiat  our  ships  shall  not 
be  searched  for  British  sailors.  On  this  question 
you  may  make  an  arrangement  practically  secur- 
ing all  we  ought  now  to  contend  for.  You  will, 
I  hope,  make  it  in  the  pending  negotiation.  But 
that  by  surrender  of  Canada  after  it  is  conquered 
you  may  purchase  from  her  a  disavowal  or  re- 
linquishment of  the  right,  no  man  can  believe, 
who  understands  either  the  views  or  the  preju- 
dices of  that  people.  They  believe  the  right  es- 
sential to  their  naval  existence,  to  deter  their 
seamen  from  general  desertion.  All  classes  in 
that  country  so  regard  it — we  know  there  is  not 
a  difference  of  opinion  among  any  description  of 
politicians  in  the  Kingdom  upon  this  subject.  If 
they  have  any  jealousy  of  you.  (and  I  believe 
some  of  them  iiave,)  it  is  not  a  jealousy  of  your 
territorial  extent — but  of  your  fitness  to  become 
their  commercial  and  naval  rival.  Can  it  be  be- 
lieved. then,*that  they  would  compromise  in  a 
surrender  of  a  claim,  which  surrendered,  in  their 
judgment,  weakens  them  and  invigorates  you 
where  alone  they  are  apprehensive  of  a  competi- 
tion, for  the  sake  of  preventing  an  accession  to 
your  territory  which  extends  your  limits,  while 
It  takes  away  from  your  strength?  Indulge  no 
such  delusion.  Were  Canada  a  thousand  times 
more  important  to  Britain  than  it  is.  it  were  yet 
of  less  value  than  her  naval  power.  For  the  sake 
of  it  she  would  never  yield  a  principle  on  which 
that  naval  power  depends.  No.  sir,  the  return 
of  conquered  Canada,  even  with  the  hoped  for 
agency  in  our  favor  of  the  Russian  Emperor, 
would  not  weigh  a  feather  in  the  scale  against 
what  she  deems  her  first  great  national  inierest. 
As  it  regards,  too,  these  fancied  exertions  of  Russia 
in  our  favor,  gentlemen  surely  deceive  them- 
selves. However  attached  Russia  may  be  to  the 
most  liberal  principles  of  commercial  intercourse, 
she  neviT  will  array  herself  against  the  right  of 
the  sovereign  to  compel  the  services  of  his  sea- 
faring subjects.  On  this  head  her  policy  is  not 
less  rigorous  (to  say  the  least)  than  that  of  Eng- 
land. I  will  not  be  more  particular.  A  short 
time  will  probably  show  the  grounds  of  my  belief. 
But.  sir,  among  the  reasons  for  prosecuting  the 
invasion  of  Canada  one  has  been  gravely  stated 
of  a  very  peculiar  kind.  Canada,  says  a  gen- 
tleman frum  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Calhodn,) 
should  be  invaded  to  protect  our  frontiers  and 
seaboard  from  invasion — it  is  the  most  econo- 
mical and  effectual  method  of  defence.  Although 
this  consideration  presents  nothing  very  splendid 
to  our  view,  yet  it  would  be  worth  all  other  rea- 
sons for  the  invasion  if  it  were  founded  on  fact. 
But. ask  the  people  on  your  frontiers  and  on  your 
seaboard,  and  what  will  they  say  ?  They  will 
tell  you,  that  it  is  the  invasion  of  Canada  alone 
which  endangers  them.  The  most  effectual  de- 
fence to  them  would  be  an  abandonment  of  your 
scheme.  Sir.  an  invasion  of  the  United  States, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  your  forces  from 
Canada  or  rotoriing  on  you  the  distresses  of  war, 
cannot  enter  into  the  scheme  of  British  or  Can- 
adian policy.     It  is  not  to  be   prosecuted,  but 
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)inted  to  meet  the  Coratnissioners  of  the  oppo- 


ipjre  are  the  raighty  slake.  Surely  lhi«  I  tions  fight  because  ihey  cannot  treat.  Every  be- 
ll.ticallv  the  a<^e  and  the  Government  nevoleot  feeling  and  correct  principle  are  oppo>ed 
dvx      A  war  for  "free  trade,"  is  waged  '  to  an  efluMon  ol  blood,  an   extension  of  misery, 


4a«t  vast  inconvenience  and   expense,  with   great  l  poi  ^,  ...  , 

Ifcss  of  ii^eful  St  Idler.,  under  a  ceriainly  of  ulli-  |  site  party.  Tins  circumstance  ought  to  produce 
Lie  fail-ire.  and  without  hope  of  glory  or  gam.  |  an  entire  and  essential  change  in  your  policy.  If 
the  Cajiridian  yeomanry,  freed  from  the  terrors  the  Executive  be  sincere  in  the  acceptance  of 
jf  invasic;^!.  willicheerfuUy  resume  their  peaceful  this  proposition  he  must  have  acted  on  the  hope 
cccupatiQ^s  ;  anj  such  of  the  Brilish  regulars  as  1  that  an  amicable  adjustment  of  differences  might 
are  not  ^quireU  for  ordinary  garrison  duty,  in-  '  be  made.  And  while  there  is  such  a  hope  such 
Itead  ofte-ingeniployed  in  a  miserable,  predatory,  :  a  prospect,  on  what  principle  can  you  justify  m- 
'iei  des:rXictive. border  warfare,  will  be  sent  to  !  vasion  and  conquest.?  Force  is  the  substitute, 
Jiingle  i^   the  European   strilc.  where   renown  '  not  the  legitimate  coadjutor  of  negolialioo.     INa- 

,jnd  em 
l^   em  pi 

ilv  embaito  and  VrohTbilion  of'a'u'commercial  '  which  are  hoped  to  be  unnecessary.  It  i^  necet- 
»Jntercour:,e;  "  sailors' rights"  are  secured  by  im-  »i7j/ alone  which  furnishes  their  excuse  ;  do  not 
firi^oniDalhemat  home. and  not  permitting  them  then,  at  the  moment  when  you  avow  a  belief,  a 
BO  move  !rom  place  to  place  within  their  prison  hope  at  least,  that  such  iiece.ssity  exists  not,  pur- 
^ut  by  allicense  from  a  collector,  like  a  negro's  sue  a  conduct  which,  but  for  its  existence,  is  la- 
iass  andj  obtaioed  on  the  security  of  a  bonds-  :  human  and  detestable, 
-man  ;  aiji  our  frontiers  and  seaboard  are  to  be  Besides,  sir,  if  you  are  earnest  in  the  wish  to 
idefendecft  by  an 'invasion  of  Canadsf.  which  can  I  obtain  peace  from  the  Gottenburg  mission,  sus- 
»  ^lone  eniianger  an  attackj  I  r^^J  '"  '''*"  ni«^antime  oflensive  operations,  which 

'     ~  '  cannot   facilitate,  and    may  prevent  the  accom- 

plishment of  your  object.  Think  you  that  Brit- 
ain is  to  be  intimidated  by  your  menaced  invasion 
of  her  territories?  If  she  had  not  learned,  by  ex- 
perience, how  harmless  are  your  threats,  she 
would  nevertheless  see  but  little  cause  for  fear. 
She  knows  that  the  conquest  cannot  be  comple- 
ted in  one,  nor  in  two  campaigns.  And  whea 
she  finds  that  every  soldier  whom  you  enlist  is 
lo  cost  you,  m  bounty  alone,  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred guineas.*  she  will  perceive  that  the  war  is 
more  destructive  to  your  finances,  the  great 
source  ol  miliiary  strength,  than  lo  her  territories. 
The  blow  aimed  at  her  recoils  upon  lhem^elves. 
But  the  exasptralion-*  which  must  result  from  the 
wrongs  mutually  intlicted   in  the  course  of  ihe 


But  thie  real  efficient  argument  for  perseverance 

in  the  scheme  of  Canadian   conquest  has  been 

JTiven  bj   the  gentleman    from    Tennessee  (Mr. 

fjrRLNDV.)     Wti  made  the  war  on  Britain,  says 

ihe  genUeman,  and  shall  we  restrict  ourselves  to 
f  defensive  measures  ?  For  what  purpose  was  war 
♦  declared^  il  we  do  nothing  against  the  possessions 
J  of  the  eiiemy  ?  Yes,  sir.  it  is  the  consideration 
\   that  ihi,  war  was  originally  offensive  on  our  side, 

ijhat  crejites  thv,  I  fear,  insuperable  obstacle  to 
our  disC'ntinuaoce  of  it.     It  were  vain  to  lament 
;•  >hat  genileraen  are  under  tiie  intlueoce  of  feelings 
V  which    ^elong  p  human    nature.     It  would  be 
i  idlene^s-to  decliiim  against  the  sinfulness  or  the 
/oily  ol' .Valse  prade.     All   must  admit   that  it  is 
one  of  t^e  greatest  efforts  of  magnanimity  lo  re- 
tract a  (tourse  publicly  known,  and    on   the  cor-    campaign,  may  have  a  very  injurious etiect  upon 


,  Yecmess  of  which  reputation  is  staked.  If  honor 
iable  gep,ilemen.:Couid  but  perceive  that  this  dif- 
j^culty  i|  one  of  pride  only,  and  of  pride  opposing 
their  ccSlntry's  best  interests,  I  know  that  they 
.could.  a|id  believe  many  of  them  would,  make 
.the  effolt.  Painful  as  may  be  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  political  error,  yet,  if  they  clearly  saw 
ilhat  eitlier  this  humiliation  must  be  efldured.  or 
che  nati|»n  ruined,  tiiey  could  not  besiiate  in  liieir 
jchoice  fcetween  such  aliernaiives.  But,  sir,  I 
•wish  noi  to  present  such  alternatives  to  their  elec- 
■  Jtion  ;  sJ  difficult  is  it  to  produce  a  conviction 
'against  ivhich  jhe  pride  of  the  heart  rebels,  that 
I  will  n|t  atteDipt  it.  Gentlemen  are  not  called 
:on  to  rerract.  They  may  now  suspend  the  exe- 
^cution  af  their  scheme  of  invasion  without  an  ac- 
.knowlejgment  of  its  error.  They  may  now, 
."•'  without  humiliation,  restrict  themselves  to  de- 
*.  ^fence.  although  the  war  was  in  its  origin  offen- 
f  .sive.  A  seconil  favorable  opportunity  is  present-  i 
I  ;ed  of  i-esiorin^  tranquillity  to  cur  once  happy  j 
S  country.  The"first.  the  revocation  of  the  Orders 
^  j  m  Cou^.cil.  was  suffered  to  pass  unimproved.  Let 
hi>4  be  losJ — a  tiiird  may  not  shortly  occur, 
e^iemy  hjis  invited  a  direct  negotiation  for 
the  re^ouiiion;  of  peace.  Your  Executive  lias 
I  .  accepi«4l  the  offer,  and  Ministers  have  been  ap- 


ihe  disposition  to  pursue  pacific  efforts.  They 
will  he  apt*lo  create  a  temper  on  each  side,  un- 
favorable to  an  amicable  arrangement.  1q  truth 
too.  sir.  you  are  not  prepared  for  such  a  campaign, 
as  ID  honor  and  humaniiy  you  can  alone  permit 
yourselves  to  carry  on.  Suppose  by  ihe  month 
of  May  or  June  you  raise  your  men,  what  are 
ihey  1  Soldiers,  filled  lo  lake  care  of  themselves 
in  camp,  and  support  the  reputation  of  your  ar- 
mies in  the  field  1  No — they  are  a  mere  rabble 
of  raw  recruits  ;  march  them  to  Canada,  and  pes- 
tilence will  sweep  them  off  by  regimenu  and 
brigades  ;  while  the  want  of  discipline  will  unfit 
those  whom  pestilence  spares,  for  an  honorable 
contest  with  an  experienced  foe.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  filling  your  ranks 
with  recruilo  and  rushing  with  them  into  Canada, 
attend  rather  lo  the  training  and  improvement  of 
those  now  in  service.  Make  soldiers  ol  ihem  ; 
by  gradual  enlistments  you  may  regularly  add  to 


J  1  m  Coi 
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•The  bounty  to  each  soldier  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  dollars  ca«h,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acreH  of  land,  which,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  in  three 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars — in  all,  four  hundred  and 
forty-four  dollars,  besides  the  eitcht  dollars  per  man  to 
the  recruiting  agent. 
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their  number,  and  insensibly  incorporate  the  new 
■levies  with  the  disciplined  troops.  If  it  should 
hereafter  become  necessary  to  march  into  the 
field,  you  will  then  have  an  army  under  your 
command,  not  a  multitude  wilhout  subordination. 
Suspend,  therefore,  hostilities  while  you  negoti- 
ate. Make  an  armistice  until  the  result  of  the 
negotiation  is  ascertained.  You  can  lose  noihinir  ; 
you  can  gain  everything  by  such  a  course  ;  then 
negotiate  fairly,  with  a  view  lo  obtain  for  your 
native  seamen  a  practicable  and  reasonable  secu- 


'  it  obtain  too  great  a  preponderance — but  here  ihe 
•  Executive  springs  from  the  people,  can  do  noth- 
'  ing  without  their  support,  and  cannot  therefore 
'  overrule  and  control  the  public  sentiment." 
Sir,  let  us  not  slop  at  the  surface  of  things.  The 
intluence  of  the  Executive  in  this  country,  while 
he  retains  his  popularity,  is  infinitely  greater  thaa 
that  of  a  limited  monarch.  It  isas  much  stronger 
as  the  spasm  of  convulsion  is  more  violent  ihaa 
the  voluntary  tension  of  a  muscle.  The  warmth 
of  feeling  excited  during  the  contest  of  an  election. 


rity  against  impressment,  and  with  a  disposition  lo  and  the  natural  zeal  to  uphold  him  whom  they 
aid  Britain  in  commandingtheservicesof  herown.  have  cliosen,  create,  between  the  Executive  and 
Such  an  arrangement  might  have  been  made  his  adherents,  a  connexion  of  passion — while  the 
on  the  revocation  of  ihe  Order>  in  Council,  could  i  distribution  of  office  and  emoluiuent  adds  a  com- 
you  have  been  then  satisfied  with  anything  short  '  munion  of  interests, — which,  combined,  produce 
of  an  abandonment  of  the  British  claim  to  search,    an  union  almost  indissoluble.    '■  Support  the  Ad- 


I  doubt  not  but  that  it  may  now  be  made.  More 
you  probably  cannot  obtain.  The  lime  may  come 
when,  with  greater  effect,  you  can  prefer,  if  ne- 
cessary, higher  claims.  All  is  hazarded  by  pre- 
cipitately urging  more  than  your  relative  strength 
enables  you  to  enforce.  Permit  your  country  lo 
grow  ;  let  no  just  right  be  abandoned  ;  if  any  be 
postponed,  it  may  be  advanced  at  a  more  oppor- 
tune season,  wiih  belter  prospect  of  success.  If 
you  will  quit  this  crusade  against  Canada,  and 
seek  peace  in  the  spirit  of  accommodation,  and 
(permit  me  lo  add)  if  you  will  forego  your  em- 
piric scheme  of  embargo  and  commercial  restric- 
tions, you  will  restore  harmony  at  home,  and 
allay  that  wide-spread,  and  in  some  places  alarm 


minislration''  becomes  a  watch-word,  which  pass- 
es from  each  chieftain  of  the  dominant  party  to 
his  subalterns,  and  thence  lo  his  followers  in  the 
ranks,  till  the  President's  opinion  becomes  the 
criterion  of  orthodoxy,  and  bis  notions  obtain  a 
dominion  over  the  public  sentiment,  which  facil- 
itates the  most  dangeroub  encroachments,  and 
demands  the  most  jealous  supervision.  In  pro- 
portion as  a  Government  is  free,  ihe  spirit  of  bold 
inquiry — of  animated  interest  in  its  measures — 
and  of  firm  opposition  where  ihey  are  not  ap- 
proved, becomes  essential  to  its  purity  and  con- 
tinuance. And  he,  who,  in  a  democracy  or  re- 
public, attempts  to  control  the  will  of  the  popular 
idol  of  the  day,  may  envy  the  luxurious  ease  with 


ing  spirit  of  discontent  that  prevails  in  our  land,  which  ministerial  oppre.ssions  are  opposed  and 
And  if  your  pacific  efforts  fail,  if  an  obstinate  and  thwarted  in  Governments  which  are  less  free, 
implacable  foe  will  not  agree  lo  such  a  peace  as  Intemperance  of  party,  wherever  found,  never 
the  country  can  with  credit  accept,  then  appeal  will  meet  with  an  advocate  in  me.  It  is  a  most 
to  the  candor  and  spirit  of  your  people  for  a  calamitous  scourge  to  our  country — the  bane  of 
Constitutional  support,  with  a  full  assurance  that  social  enjoyment,  of  individual  justice,  and  of 
such  an  appeal  under  such  circumstances  cannot  public  virtue — unfriendly  to  the  best  pursuits  of 
be  made  in  vain.  i  man.  his  interest  and  his  duty — it  renders  useless 

Il  IS  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  should  release  or  even  pernicious  the  highest  endowments  of 
you  from  the  fatigue  of  hearing  me.  There  is  intellect,  and  the  noblest  dispositions  of  the  soul, 
but  one  more  topic  to  which  I  solicit  your  alten-  But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  evils  necessarily 
tion.  .Many  admonitions  have  been  addressed  lo  inherent  in  \u  nature,  its  ravages  are  then  most 
the  minority,  by  gentlemen  on  the  ministerial  '  enormous  and  desolating  v/hen  it  is  seated  on  the 
side  of  this  House,  not  without  merit,  and  I  hope  :  throne  of  |>ower  and  vested  with  all  the  attributes 
not  without  edification,  on  the  evils  of  violent  op- !  of  rule.  I  mean  not  to  follow  the  gentleman 
position  and  intemperate  party  spirit.  It  is  not  from  South  Carolina  over  the  classic  ground  of 
to  be  denied  ihai  opposition  may  exceed  all  rea-  \  Greece,  Carthage,  and  Rome,  to  refute  his  theory, 
sonable  bounds  and  a  minority  become  factiou.-.  |  and  show  that  not  to  vehement  opposition,  but 
Bui  when  I  hear  it  seriously  urged,  that  the  nature  \  to  the  abuse  of  factious  and  intolerant  power  their 
of  our  Government  forbids  that  firm,  manly,  ac-  i  doom  is  to  be  attributed.  Nor  will  I  examine 
live  opposition,  which  in  countries  less  free  is  sal-  some  more  modern  instances  of  Republics  whose 
utary  and  necessary  ;  and  when  I  perceive  all  the  destruction  has  the  same  origin.  The  thing  is  no 
dangers  of  faction  apprehended  only  on  the  side  j  lonorer  matter  of  discussion,  it  has  passed  into  a 
of  a  minority;  I  witness  but  new  instances  of  settled  truth  in  the  science  of  poli'.ical  philosophy, 
thai  wonderful  ductility  of  the  human  mind.  '  One  who  on  a  question  of  historical  deduction,  of 
which,  in  its  zeal  lo  effect  a  favorite  purpose,  be-  political  theory,  is  entitled  to  high  respect,  has 
gins  with  the  work  of  self  deception.     VVhy,  sir,    g  ven  us  an  admirable  summary  of  the  experience 


will  not  our  form  of  Government  tolerate  or  re- 
quire ihe  same  ardor  of  Constitutional  opposition, 
which  is  desirable  in  one  wherein  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate is  hereditary  ?  "  Because,"  says  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (^Mr.  Calhoun,)  "in 
'  a  monarchy,  the  intluence  ol  the  Executive  and 


of  Republics  on  this  interesting  inquiry.  In  the 
tenth  number  of  the  Federalist,  written  by  Mr. 
Madison,  we  find  the  following  apt  and  judicious 
observations : 

"  By  a  faction,  I  understand  a  number  of  citizens, 
whether  amounting  to  a  majority  or  minority  of  the 


'  his  .Ministers  requires  continual  vigilance,  lest  j  whole,  who  are  united  and  actuated  by  some  common 
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luulse  of  jjission  or  of  interest,  advene  to  the  right* 
;  <5  pthcr  citUens,  or  to  the  permanent  and  aggregate 
;  i^tirests  of  ihe  comiiiunity." 


!  <f.)|8e8  of  faction  caanut  be  removed,  and  that  relief  is 
!  Vl^  '°  ^  6<yght  in  ihe  means  of  controlling  its  effects. 
%  faction  fronsists.  of  less  than  a  majority,  relief  is 
by  jhe  republican  principle  which  enables  the 


i'fThe  inftyence  to  which  we  are  brought,  is,  that  the 

Implied 

jaSonty  to  Jefeat  I's  sinister  views  by  regular  vote. 

;  ]^  jkiay  clog'the  Adtnmistration  ;  it  may  convulse  the 

's^ety  ;  buC^it  will  be  unable  to  execute  and  mask  its 

vtjltnce  unrjer  the  f{)rms  of  the  Constitution.     When 

•  alnjajority  ii^include^  in  a  faction,  the  form  of  popular 

i(i)fernment'.  on  the  other  hand  enables  it  to  sacrifice 

;tA  i^s  ruling -passion  or  interest,  both  the  public  good 

alcf  the  righjj  of  olhfr  citizens.     To  secure  the  public 

•gf-^I  anJ  priate  rignu  against  the  dangers  of  such  a 

fi^i^on.and  ^t  the  saine  time  to  preserve  the  spirit  and 

tl*'j('orm  of  popular  (Jovernment,  is  then  the  great  ob- 

jtjtjto  whicFi  our  in(,uiries  are  directed.     Let  me  add, 

tlLl  it  is  ih'i  great  desideratum  by  which  alone  this 

fwi*  of  Goviwnment^  can  be  rescued  from  the  oppro- 

bliiim  undei'which  ii  has  so  long  labored,  and  be  rec- 

ojujiended  t.l  the  est^-em  and  adoption  of  mankind." 

f]|*this  doitrine  were  then  to  be  colli  cted  from 

t»e* history <)f  the  world,  can  it  now  be  doubted. 

slife  the  ex^erienctof  the  last  twenty  five  years? 

(^' to  Fravce — oirce  Revolutionary,  now  Impe- 

i|ili  France^— and  akk  her  whether  factious  power 

c^  jntenapeinite  opiiosition   be  the   more   fatal  to 

l^*dom  ai.j]  happiness?     Perhaps,  at  some  mo- 

ii^jpt  when  Ihe  eagle  eye  of  her  master  is  turned 

ay^y,  she  Vnay  w;hi5per    to  you    to   behold  the 

the  devasiationof  La  Ven- 
ive  you  a  written  answer, 
iial  lamp  post,  and  by  its 
fli-^ering  lijjht  read  it.  as  traced  in  characters  of 
b^'^d  that  Slowed  jfrom  the  guillotine — Faction 
i!>,^i*demon  |,  Faction  out  ol  power  is  a  demon 
eikjiained  !  «,  F^ti«n,  vested  with  the  attributes 
otf  riile,  is  a'Aloloch  of  destruction  ! 


a^/^y,  sne  ^ay  w-nisper 
d^]^olitiori  f;f  Lyoo  >,  or  th( 
dle^  Perhfc-ps  she  will  gi^ 
I%4w  near  jro  the  opce  fai 


Wir,  if  iheidenuncialions  which  gentlemen  have 
r4)ounced! 


against 


violence 


-.  »;;.....,.    factious   violence    are    not 
I'^ly  the  linage  of  rhetorical  pomp;   if  they  are. 
ir*|ed,  solif.hlous  to  mitigate  the  rancor  of  party 
f^us;  in  tl|e  sincerity  of  my  soul  I  wi^h   them 
siA-^ess. 


Itfis 


._, —     ..y.,  meLmcholy  to  behold  the  misera- 
)»|ealousifji  and  malignant  suspicions  which  so  [ 
e^tnsively  {prevaii.  to  the  destruction  of  social 
cifiifort.  ani^the  imminent  peril  of  the  Republic. 
O^  this  suhjjct  I  have  reflected  much— not  merely 
ii,,itie  intertjals  stolen  Irom  the  bustle  of  business 
oi^tlie  gaiet;  of  amusement,  but,  in  the  moments 
©i'^depress^n  and  solitude."  the  most  favorable 
!(jtie  corrcf'tjon  oferror.     For  one,  I  am  willing  ' 
to  L^ing  a  pi>rtion  of  party  feeling  and  party  pre^ 
ju  j^e.  as  arC  oblation  at  the  shrine  of  my  coun- 
it'.l   But  nr.  offeriiig  can  avail  anything,  if  not 
m  i(|[e  on  ths'^  part  of  those  who  are  the  political  ': 
f»  oriles  of  the  day.     On  them,  it  is  incumbent  to  | 
cu  nt  forwa'^d  and  set  the  magnanimous  exam-  | 
p'  -i  Approvjches  or  concessions  on  the  side  of  the  \ 
n,  i^)rity  wcCuld  be  misconstrued  into  indications  '• 
ot  it|midity,,)r  of  a 'hankering  for  favor.     But.  a  j 
s[  .rjt  of  coJLcllfatuni.  arising  from  those  ranks,  I 
w^rlld  be  hjSled  as  the  harbinger  of  sunny  day.s   | 
a>ft^  challet*ge  to  liberality,  and  to  a  generous  I 


'contention  for  the  public  weal.     This  spirit  re- 
'  quires  not  any  departure  from  deliberate  opinion, 
unless  it  is  shown  to  be  erroneous.     Such  a  con- 
cession would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty.     Its  in- 
junctions would  be  but  few, and,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
not  difficult  of  observance.     Seek  to  uphold  your 
measures  by  the  force  of  argument,  not  of  denun- 
ciation.    Stigmatize  not  opposition  to  your  no- 
tions with  offensive  epithets.     These  prove  noth- 
ing but  your  anger   or  your  weakness,  and  are 
sure  to  generate  a  spirit  of  "moral  resistance," 
not  easily  to  be  checked  or  tamed.     Give  to  Pre- 
sidential views  Constitutional  respect,  but  suffer 
them  not  to  supersede  the  exercise  of  independent 
inquiry.     Encourage  instead  of  suppressing  fair 
I  discussion,  so  that  those  who  approve  not  may 
I  at  least  have  a  respectful  hearing.     Thus,  with- 
out derogating  a  particle  from  the  energy  of  your 
measures,  you  would  impart  a  tone  to  political 
dissensions  which  would  deprive  them  of  their 
acrimony,  and  render  them  harmless  to  the  nation. 
The  nominal  party  distinctions,  sir,  have  be- 
come mere  cabalistic  terms.     It  is  no  longer  a 
question,  whether,  according  to  the  theory  of  our 
Constitution,  there  is  more  danger  of  the  Federal 
encroaching  on  the   State  Governments,  or  the 
democracy  of  the  State  governments  paralyzing 
the  arm  of  Federal  power.     Federalism  and  De- 
mocracy have  lost  their  meaning.     It  is  now  a 
uestion  of  commerce,  peace,  and  union  of  the 
States.     On  this  question,  unless  the  honesty  and 
intelligence  of  the  nation  shall  confederate  into 
one  great  American  party,  disdaining  petty  office- 
keeping  and  office-hunting  vjews,  defying  alike 
the  insoleneeof  the  popular  prints,  the  prejudices 
of  faction,  and  the  dominion  of  Executive  influ- 
ence—I fear  a  decision  will  be  pronounced  fatal 
to  the  hopes,  to  the  existence,  of  the  nation.     In 
this  question,  I  assuredly  have  a  very  deep  inter- 
est, but  it  is  the  interest  of  the  citizen  only.    My 
public    career,   I   hope,  will    not   continue  long. 
Should  It  please  the  Disposer  of  Events  to  permit 
me  to  see  the  great  interest  of  this  nation  confided 
to  rnen  who  will  secure   its  rights  by  firmness, 
moderation,  and  impartiality  abroad,  and  at  home 
cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  encourage  honest  in- 
dustry in  all  its  branches,  dispense  equal  justice 
to  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  thus  admin- 
ister the   Government  in  the   true  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  as  a  trust  for  the  people,  not  as  the 
property  of  a  party,  it  will  be  to  me  utterly  unim- 
portant by  what  political  epithet   they   may   be 
characterized.     As  a  private  citizen,  grateful  for 
the  blessings  I  may  enjoy,  and  yielding  a  prompt 
obedience  to  erery  legitimate  demand  that  can 
be  made  upon  me,  I  shall  rejoice,  as  far  as  my 
httle  sphere  may  extend,  to  foster  the  same  dis- 
positions among  those  who  surround  me. 


I' 


> 


t 


Satdrday,  February  19. 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  petition  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
that  the  laws  providing  for  the  collection  of 
small  debts  may  be  revised  and  amended,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  numerous  frauds  committed  on  cred- 
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Moraviatu—Niational  Bank. 


H.  opR. 


itors. — Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 


tribe,  Mr.  D.  said,  had  always  been  hostile;  they 
had  lived  on  the  Muskingum  and  on  the  Sandusky, 
and   had  since  removed   to  Canada ;  but  had   in 


inhabitants  of  Concord,  in  the  State  of  Massa-  |  all   situations  evinced  hostility  to  us.     He  ihere- 
chusetts,  praying  thai  heavy  duties  may  be  laid 
on  all  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  materials,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  consumption  of  articles  of 
produce  used  in  their  manufacture. — Referred. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reportecl  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ten- 
nessee, therein  mentioned  ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jas. 
Paiton  ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the   resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 


fore  moved  that  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  he  knew  nothing  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  which  this  petition  was 
intended  to  bring  before  the  House.  It  was  suffi- 
cient for  him,  to  insure  his  attention  to  the  peti- 
tion, that  the  petitioner  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  acting  in  behalf  of  a  respectable  com- 
munity ;  and  he  lioped,  however  much  the  gen- 
tleman might  know  of  the  facts  connected  with 
this  case,  he  would  allow  it  to  lake  the  ordinary 
course  and  be  referred  to  a  committee,  in  order 
10  examine  whether  it  was  iu  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, compatibly  with  justice,  to  afford  any  relief 
to  the  petioners. 

Mr.  Desha   said   the  fact  he  had   stated  could 
not  be  questioned;  but,  as  the  gentleman  wished 


presented  on  the  4th  instant,  and  tiiat  they  be  re-  I  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances,  he  had  no  ob- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  jeciion  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  the  memo- 
is  committed  the   bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  |  rial  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  renew  the 
motion.  He  said  it  was  much  to  be  regretted 
that  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  any  religious 
society  should  sustain  a  loss  in  its  property,  and 
particularly  the  United  Brethren,  who  were  gen- 


of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of  tlie 
United  States,  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  shares 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Del- 
aware Canal  Company. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 


lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-     erally  a  most  inoffensive  and  well-disposed  peo- 


emption  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  set- 
tlers in  the  Indiana  Territory  ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  officers  who  shall  die  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Low.NDES,  of  South  Carolina,  reported  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to  be  built 
or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described. 

[The  bill  contemplates  the  employment  or 
building  of  any  number  of  vessels,  not  exceeding 
twenty,  carrying  not  less  than  16.  or  more  than 
22  guns,  if  in  his  opinion  the  public  service  shall  '  the  propriety  of  referring  this  petition.     The  per 


pie.     In  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  iheir  towa 
and   property  was  represented   to  have  been  de- 
stroyed.    But  this  property  was  within  the  settle- 
ments of  the  enemy,  and   exposed,  according  to 
the   usages  of  war,  to  injury  from   an   invading 
force.     We  also,  said  he,  have  had  some  villages 
destroyed;  but  none  of  our  citizens,  that  I   have 
\  heaid  of,  have  thought  proper  to  petition  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  for  remuneration  for  the 
destruction  of  their  property;  and  if  they  had,  it 
I  would    be  thought  a  curious  procedure.     At  the 
j  conclusion  of  the  war,  some  mutual  indemnity 
1  might  be  provided  for  sufferers  of  this  character; 
j  but  until  that  time,  and  in  any  other  manner,  he 
:  did  not  believe  the  petitioners  could  obtain  relief. 
Mr.   Roberts   said   he  was  still  convinced  of 


require  it.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

CLAIMS  OF  MORAVIANS. 

Mr.  Roberts, of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  John  G.  Cunow,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  mis- 
sionary concerns  of  the  Society  of  United  Brethren, 


sons  living  in  the  towns  destroyed  were  Indians, 
within  ihe  British  jurisdiction,  indeed  located  oa 
lands  ceded  to  ihem  by  the  British  Government, 
but  not  under  its  authority.  They  were  attached 
to  the  Society  of  the  United  Brethren  by  its  mis- 
sionaries, and  were  entirely  free  and  independent 
,  of  the  Canadian  Government.  In  the  late  expe- 
commonly  called  Moravians,  praying  compensa-  :  ditions  against  the  hostile  Indians,  their  settle- 
tion  for  depredations  committed  on  the  properly  of  j  ments  had  been  destroyed  ;  and  he  thought  there 
the  Indians,  who  had  incorporated  themselves  into  '  could  be  no  impropriety  in  inquiring,  whether, 
their  society,  by  the  army  commanded  by  General  consistently  with  justice,  any  iudemnity  could  be 
Harrison, at  ttie  Moravian  towns  in  Upper  Canada.  I  allowed  them. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table 
having  been  withdrawn,  it  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 


Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  refer  the  petition  lo  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  to  his  know- 
ledge several  Indians  of  the  very  tribe  alluded  to 
in  the  petition  had  been  killed  in  arms  against  us, 
and  therefore  were  not  entitled  to  particular  con- 
sideration. Their  town  had  been  destroyed  it 
was  true,  and  in  his  opinion  very  properly.     This 


•       NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee oC  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  incor- 
pora^  the  stockholders  of  the  National  Bank; 


im 
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National  Bank. 


I 
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— «.  »  e/««.  CM  Ay  ^ir  .>^ore  and  Hmise  of  Revre- 
ttM^Uva  oJUhe  VnUed  Statej  of  AmfHca  in   Can- 

f'J.'^u"'^""*'"^;  "^^^^  "  National  Bank  shall  be  cs- 
tajlehed,  an^  that  it  shall  be  held,  and  shall  transact 
it^jisiness  ul  the  Cijy  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
otjl^olnmbia,  the  capital  stock  whereof  shall  not  ex- 
ccg. thirty  millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  three  hun- 
«H*l;thou8an,l  shares,  each  share  being  one  hundred 
oc^a^s.  s 

W'  \^,f' '^  M'^"-  enacted.  That  all  such  per- 
njas  "halliin  the  wanner  hereinafter  proTided,  bc- 
15  stockholders  of  the  bank  hereby  incorporated, 
r  be.  and  ^ereby  are.  ordained,  constituted,  and  de- 
f  ?  ^^-V"°'-P«'^«««n  and  body  politic,  by  the  name 
iV-^  of  ;Th«  P^^^ent,  Directors,  and  Company 
&*  rsa.o,  al    Bank,  •  and  .hall  so  continue,  from 


inraed.alvly  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  until  the 
J  Monday J-n  Marc.'.,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one 

lyf?h  *'^?,  \""'^""'^  ''"'^  thirty.four  ;  and  by  that 
*ii  they  ai}d  their  .uccessor.  shall  and  may,  until 
i.'5  Say,  hav,,  continued  succession,  and  shall  be.  and 
llyr  are,  m^de  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and 
tfued  ph'ad  and  U  impleaded,  answer  and  be  an- 
kd  unto.  Cefend  and  be  defended,  in  all  courts  and 
>\  whatsoever  ;  and.  that  they  and  their  successors 
.inake,  ktve,  and  use.  a  common  seal,  and  may 
>j  change;,  ter.  arxl  renew  the  same  at  their  pleai 
iind  sha|  be  in  Uw  capable  of  purchasing,  hold- 
^4nd  conveying  anj  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the 
esti^whf.r"^  corporation:  Providel  That  the  real 
^tX.  which  ,,  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation 
^Jid,  shall  te  only  ^ch  as  shall  be  requisite  or  ne- 
Zi^l^'  it^j  business,  or  the  accommodation  of  any 
of  ,^. -officers.  lor  such  as  shall  haye  been   bona  fide 

TouijltTVv  "^''  previously  contracted  in  the 
^.  11  K^  /','."?'  °'  P^^'-ha^^d  at  sales  upon  judg- 
me,|.>h.ch  ^\all  have  been  obtained  for  such  debts 
An\j,ronded -.further  Th^,  U  shall  not  be  lawful  fo 
V  vd  corporation,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  deal  or 
l^nbuy.nVor  selljng  any  goods,  wa'r^s,  or  mer- 
Kt:  °/  Jm""'','^*?  whatsoever,  except  bills  of 
|ge,  or  g>.|d  and  *ilver  bullion,  nor  in  buying  or 
any  st-Jck  creafc-d  by  any  act  of  the  UnUed 
f  unless  .;i  selling  the  same  when  truly  pledged 

%  Ti"'y  *°Vt^^  '^"^  ^  'he  said  corpora- 
ir  bT'?'^  ^'^^^M'",  That  nothing  herein  con- 
^l^hall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  said  bank  from 
^i""».  at  tiny  time,  to  any  stock  or  loan  of  the 

1  states,  and  sclhng  such   stock  again   at  pleas-  ' 
[pny  par>  of  the  world.     And  if  the  said  corpt 

^^e   shall  ileal  or  trade  in  buying  or  «;lling  any 

.'v  ,1'',;,™?"*"^'^"**''°'  commodities  whatsoever', 

i.^  to  the  >vis.on;<  of  this  act,  all  and  every  per- 

^.;  person^Vho  shall  have  been  concerned  as  Lr- 

,.genu  t.erein,  .ball  forfeit  and  lose  treMe  the 

A  tne  g.)o.l«.  ware-,  and  mcrchandi«.g,  and  com- 

\^^r.ft  '  K  Tr    .      '"''^  "^"''"ff   ''"J  'rade  shall  have 

t^e  c^'-  ;'h^Jlr  ,^""/  '"^  L^"  "•"  "f  '^'  .nformer.  and 
to  blil    ^*'^'*'"f«f  to.tbe  iwe  of  the  UnUed  States 

for  t3v  I'^f  'f /"'•(^^  enacted.   That  subscription. 

lpj3.Sen't      ^'^'V"  'n'^  •"'I  ''•'Pt  open  b    the 
*ppcf.^ent  aija  under  the  direction  of  the  b^d  of 


:  -7    : '•  """  =""jci-i  lu  sucn   rules,  regula- 
tions,   imitations,  and  conditions,  as  shall  be  by  ihem 
prescribed,  until  the  whole  amount  of  shares  for  which 
the  subscriptions  were  opened  shall  be  filled.     And  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Sutes,  at  any  time  after  such  subscriptions  shall 
be  opened   to  cause  a  subscription  to   be  made  to  the 
stock  of  the   said   corporation,  as  part  of  the  capital 
stock   thereof,  on  behalf  of  the    United  States,  to  a^ 
amount  not  exceeding  six  million,  of  dollars  ;  and  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  said  stock,  subscribed  for 
as  aforesaid  by  the  Lnited  States,  the  bank  shall  loan 
the  amount  of  subscription,  at,  and  after  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  for  so  long  a 
time  as  the  Ln, ted  Slates  shall  hold  the  stock,  unless 
they  shall  elect  to  reimburse  the  amount  of  said  loan  at 
an  earlier  period      That  four  millions  of  dollars  o.  the 
«a.d   capital   stock  shall   be  reserved   for  the  respective 
sutes,  to  be  apportioned  among  them  in  the  ratio  of 
their  representation  in  the  House  of  KepresenUUves  of 
the  Lnited  States,  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfuTfo 
the  Governor  of  each  State,  at  any  tune  within  one  year 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  cause  a  subscription  to  be 
made  to  the  stock  of  said  corporation,  as  part  o   the  cap^ 
Ual  thereof,in  behalf  of  the  Sute  of  which  hei.  (Jove^. 

sn -h  ^r,  ^"'°""'  T\  ""*•'•"»  the  •'nount  to  which 
.such  State  ,8  entitled  to  subscribe,  such  .lock  to  be 
paid  for  in  like  manner  with  other  subscriptions  to  the 

,  Jl  r  "^  ,"«"P'  '^"^  ^^"^*^  ^hall  be  subscribed  for  by 
the  Lnited  States,  as  aforesaid.  That,  ,f  the  whole 
.um  of  four  millions  of  dollar,  shall  not  be  sub.cnbeJ 

mention  rrn  '!;•  '^'"  ™'"""  *"^  proportions  above 
mentioned,  the  directors  shall  cause  a  new  subscription 
to  be  opened  for  the  residue  of  the  said  four  n^l  .on, 
of  dollars, m  the  form  heretofore  directed  for  the  orig"! 
nal  subscription.  ongi- 

-tir  K**;.  u'  "  /"'■'^"'   '""'''<    '''hat   the   capital 
-tock  shall  be  paid   up  by  instalments,  at  such    timT 
and  in  such  portions,  a.  the  board  of  directors   may 
direct    they  giving   at  least  thirty  days'  notice  thereof 
immediately  prior  to  requiring   the  paymemof  anTn 
«talmen.,  in  all  the  daily  newspapers  printed  ,n  W a  E 
ington   aloresaid,  m  at  least  one  news^per  plted  in 
each  sute  where  sHbscr.pt.on  shall    L^ade  "o  ,a  3 
stock;  and  in  case  any  subscriber  or  stockholder  shdl 
omit,  neglect,  or  refuse  to  pay  the  several  insUlmenU 
or  any  one  of  them,  on  hii,  her.  or   their    tock  "l  te 
ume  appointed,  as   aforesaid,   then,  in  all  .uch  case. 

';  rind  arrh'";* " "  t''"''  °^  '^->-  -h*"  "- 

power   and   arc   hereby  authorized   to  forfeit  all   such 

Sxi.  5.  .4nt/  be  it  further  enacted,  That,   for  the 
well-ordering,  managing,  and  conducting  of  the  stock 
Z^2'  'TuT  ''".^  '"■"'"  °f  the  ,a.d  corporauon, 

noint!;  J^'^r    p'""?"'  ^'''  «f  ^hom   shall   be   ap- 
pointed by  the   President  of  the   lnited  States,  and 

.tLk'b";M  ''"''^" '''*^""''''  -'"1  the  residue  .J  rbe 
.tockholders.  and  c.t.ien.  of  the   United  Sute.     e.i! 

tZ^ZV''  '^'"'''  ""^'^^  .tockholder.  ;f   Je 
^l     corporation,  ,n  manner  hereinafter  provided  for 
which  director,  .hall  hold  their  office.  fSr  one  year 
from  the  fir.t  .Monday  of  March  in  every  year  .ndun 
tiJ  other,  .hall  be  duly  elccte<l  .„  their  p7.c "  '    nd  Z 
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said  directors   shall    be  elected  on    the  first  Monday  of  | 
January,  in  every  year,  at  the  banking-house  of  the  i 
■aid    bank,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  and  at  such 
lime  of  day  as  a  majority  of  the  directors  for  the  time 
being  .hall   appoint,  of  which   public   notice  shall  be 
given  by  the  said  directors,   not  more  than  thirty  nor 
le»8  than  ten  days  previous  to  the  time  of  holding  the 
said  election,  by  an  advertisement,  to  be  inserted  in  all  I 
the  daily   newspaper,  printed  at  Washington,  and  in  I 
at  least  five  of  the  oth^r  public  newspapers  printed  in  i 
different  parts  of  the    United    States.     And    th<?   said 
election  shall  be  held  and  made  by  such  of  the  stock-  j 
holders  of  the  said  corporation  as  shall  attend  for  that  1 
purpose,  either  in  per^n  or  by  proxy,  subject  to  the  re- 
striction hereinafter   provided  ;  and   all  elections  shall  ^ 
be  by  ballot;  and,  if  it  shall  happen  at   any  election  1 
that  any  two  or  more  percons  have  an  equal  number  of' 
votes,  then  the  directors  in  office  at  the  time  of  such  ' 
election,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall,  at  their  banking-  | 
house,  in   the  City  of  Washington  aforesaid,  proceed  I 
to  ballot,  and,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  determine  which  I 
of  the  said  persons  so  having  an  equal  number  of  votes 
shall   be   director  or  directors,   so  as  to  complete   the  I 
whole    number   of   directors.      And    the    directors,   so  j 
elected  and  appointed,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  ukt;  their 
■eats  at   the   board    on  the   first   Monday  in   March   in  1 
each  year,  and  shall,  as  soon  as  may    be  thereafter, 
form  a  board  of  director,  at   their  banking-house  in  l 
Washington,  aforesaid,  and  proceetl  to  elect  by  ballot  | 
one  of  their  number,  .0  elected  by  the  stockholder.,  as  j 
aforesaid,  to   be   their  President;  and,  whenever  any  1 
vacancy    happen,  among  the   director.,  so   elected  as  I 
aforesaid,  from  any  cause  whatever,  the  same  shall  be 
tilled,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  which  it   shall 
happen,  by  such  person  or  persons  a.  the  remainder  of 
the  directors  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  appoint  :   I'ruvided,  however.  That  there  shall  be 
no  election  for,  or  appointment  of  directors,  other  than  , 
to  fill  vacancies,  as  aforesaid,  until  the  first  Monday  of; 
January,  one  thousflnd  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  j 
that  in  the  meantime,  David  M.  Clarkson.  Jacob  Bar-  ! 
ker,  John  Wells,  Charles  Wright,  George  Davis,  Isaac  | 
Lawrence,  WiUiam  K.  Gray,  Thomas  Hazard,  junior, 
Guy  Dry  an,  Chandler  Price.  John  Sergeant,   Manuel 
Eyre,  James  C.  Fisher,   Jtweph  Peace,  James  .\.  Bu- 
chanan, Isaac  McKim,  Robert  Oliver,  John  Cox.  John 
McKinney,  John  P.  Van  >>««,  Richard  Cutu.  Robert 
Brent,  John  Tayloe,  Walter  Jones,  junior,  and  Thomas 
T.  Gantt.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  he,  tlirect- 
or.  of  the  said    cor|>oration  ;  and  they   shall  hold  their 
offices  until    the  first  Monday   of  March,  in  the  year 
last  aforesaid,  and  until  others  shall  In?  duly  elected  in 
their  places ;  and  the  directors  hereinbefore  named,  or 
a  majority  of  them,   shall,   at  llieir   banking-house,  at 
Washington,   choose  one  of  their  number    for  their 
President.     In  all  elections  for  President,  Cashier,  and 
other  BgonU,  and  for  such  directors  as  may  be  neces- 
Mry  to  fill  vacancies  »  majority  of  the  directors  .hall 
vote  ;  and  abMnt  director,  may  constitute  any  director, 
who  .hall  personally  attend,  his  proxy,  to  vote  at  .uch 
clectiona. 

Str.  fi.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  ca»e  it  shall 
at  any  time  happen  that  an  election  of  directors  .ball 
not  take  place  on  the  day  when,  pursuant  to  this  act, 
It  ought  to  have  been  made,  the  said  corporation  .hall 
not  for  that  cause  Ik?  deemed  to  be  di#.olved.  but  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  hold  such  election  on  .uch 
other  day  and  in  such  manner  a.  shall  be  prescribed 
by  a  by-law  or  ordinance  of  the  .aid  corporation  for 
that  purpoae  to  be  made. 


*  Sec  7.  He  it  further  enacted,  That  each  stock- 
holder or  stockholders,  at  elections,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  according  to  the  number  of  share,  he,  she,  or 
they  shall  hold,  in  the  proportions  following,  that  i.  to 
say :  for  one  share,  and  not  more  than  two  shares,  one 
vote;  for  every  two  shares  above  two,  and  not  exceed- 
ing ten,  one  vote  ;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten,  and 
not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote  ;  for  every  six  share* 
above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote ;  for 
every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not  exceeding  one 
hundred,  one  vote ;  for  every  ten  shares  above  one 
hundred  one  vote  ;  but  no  State,  person,  copartnership, 
or  body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  number 
than  thirty  votes  :  Frorided,  That  no  stockholder,  not 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  an  actual  resident 
therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  elections  or  other- 
wise, either  in  person  or  by  proxy  :  And  provided  also. 
That  no  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  elec- 
tions or  otherwise  on  any  stock,  unless  he,  she,  or  they 
shall  have  held  the  said  stock  on  which  he,  she,  or  they 
offer  to  vote,  at  least  ninety  days  previous  to  such  elec- 
tion or  time  of  voting,  and  that  such  shares  .hall  ac- 
tually belong  to  a  citizen  or  citirens  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Sec,  8.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  not  less 
than  fifteen  of  the  directors,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
form  a  board  or  quorum,  who  shall  have  power  to  make 
and  prescribe   by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations,  not  re- 
pugnant to  the   laws   and  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales,  as  to   them   shall    appear  needful    and  proper, 
touching  the  management  and  disposition  of  the  stock, 
property,  estate,  and  effecU  of  the  said   corporation ; 
the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  said  corpora- 
lion ;  the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  officers,  clerks,  and 
servant*  for  carrying  on  the  said  business,  and  witb 
such  salaries   and   allowance    as   to   them  shall  seem 
im?et.  and  to  procure  such  alterations  in  this  act  of  in- 
roporation  as  may  be  hereafter  authorized  by  law;  and 
that  not  less  than  five  of  the  directors,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, shall  form   a  committee  or  quorum  for  transacting 
the  business  of  the  said  corporation,  pursuant  to  the 
by-laws  that  may  be  made  by  the  board  of  directon, 
who  shall  have  power  to  transact  such  business,  pur- 
suant to  such  by-laws,  as  may  be   prescribed  as  afore- 
said, in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  appear  needful 
and  proper ;  Provided,  That  no  director,  other  than  the 
president,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolument  for  his 
services  as  director,  but  that  the  president  shall  receive 
such  salary  or  comjjensation  for  his  services  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  by  a  majority  of  the  board  of  directors. 
And  every  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enter,  upen 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  .atisfaclion  of  the  di- 
rectors, in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
with  condition  for  his  good  behaviour. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  transfer  of 
slock  shall  be  valid  and  effectual  until  .uch  tran.fer 
•hall  be  entered  or  registered  in  a  book  or  book,  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  directors. 

Stc.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  total  amount 
of  debt*  which  said  corporation  shall  at  any  lime  owe, 
whether  by  bond,  biU,  note,  or  other  contract,  shall  not 
exceed  double  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  .aid 
bank,  over  and  above  ibc  money,  then  deposited  m 
the  said  bank  ;  and  in  case  of  .uch  excess  the  directors, 
under  whose  administration  it  shall  happen,  shall  be 
liable  for  the  same  in  their  separate  and  private  capa- 
cities; but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  which 
they  may  hold  a.  a  body  corporate,  from  also  being  lia- 
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C#  and  e.argeabld  for  such  excea* ;  but  such  of  the 
^hi  direct,  rs  a^  ^httU  have  been  abaent  when  the  said 
^^ceas  wa«  contracted,  or  who  may  have  diwented 
l>oSn  the  rr^lution  or  act  whereby  the  same  was  so 
(•j-rated,  shsjil  not  be,  hable. 
i^xc.  n.  Be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  officer  at 
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|.»head  of  the  Treasury  Depa7traent"'of7hri;nit^d 
;11'!*^         be  furnuhed,  from  time  to  time,  as  often 


»«.d  corporation,  shall  be  binding  and  oblipHory  upon 
he  same  m  like  manner,  and  with  l.ke  forceTnd^? 
feet  as  upon  any  pnvate  person  or  persons,  ,f  usued 
by  h.m  or  them  m  his,  her,  or  their  private  ;r  natur  j 
capacity  or  capacities,  and  shall  b«  assignable  and  n^ 
gouable  in  like  manner  as  xf  they  were  so  issued  by 

. .„,  .„  ,,„e,  as  otten  i  which^Zinrr"  ,7  ^"°"' '  '^'"  '"   '^  "y-  ^^ose 

4   le  may,equ.re.  not  exceeding  once  a  w;ek    wUh  i  her  or  .h  f'   ^''n'u  *"^  f^''*^"  "'  P^"°n-.  ^ui, 

.5,|emenu.>f  the  amount  of  the  capital  ^ro^k  of  the    thl  ""'v^''  "^'"  ^  a«'gnable  by  endorsemen 

sfj  corporation,  and  of  the  debt,  due  to  the  same  of  \  etrTlT  of'"  ''k"  "'"""'  ''"'^  ""^  ^'^'  ^«'^^«.  "  f-r- 
tj;.money*depos.te<l  therein,  of  the  notes  in  Hrr.'.U  '  ^*  n  f"'^*"^*-' "°'^  "^^ '  '"^  '»">»«  '^hich  are 
1.^4  and  oi  ^e^a.h  in  hand  /anVshaWre  a  n  hu"  '  Se^L'e  ?  o^  u""  ^'•'"  '^  "^^''^-^''^  ""^  assignable"; 
i^>»ect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of  the  bank  I       «        T'    ■    , 

a^s^all  reUtc  to  the  .aid  statemenU:  Prtrvided,  That  !  u.^r/i  .'  ^' '[f^'^ff*''' enacted.  That  if  any  per«,n 
t^^«hall  nor  be  con^rued  to  imply  a  nght  of  inspect-  '  '^■"  *^''*"'-!  '°.'^''''  ^^'^^^  «^  counterfeit,  or  faEle  or 

wtf  ^LT?'  °^  '"'^  P"*''''^  '"^•'''^"*'  «^  ind.Md^als  ni?n'1  '"  'r  '^'^'y^'^^^^  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or 
w|i^  the  ban*.  willingly  aid    or    assist   in   falsely    making,  forgine    or 

I  counterfeiting,  any  bill  or  note  in  imilatio;  of^i"  'ur- 

^an  to  the  United  SuteV.  oV^r'^nd    iTnt"!l.;°  ."'  *  ^"'. "'  ""*•"  '""**^  ^-^  °^'^"  ^f  the  pres- 

.  o  er  and    ulent,  directors    and  company  of  the  National  Bank    or 


ili  ^.  ''/y*Af''<?'»«<"/f</.  That  the  corporation 

H^ncreat.^.hall  loan  to  the  United  Sute^Ter  and    ..1-t    r      . 

>1AX9  the  amount  loaned  them  for  the  navr„Pn.  If  .k        '  '^'n^.  directors,  and  compai 

4rription  ^  the  ca-.uU^k  oftd' crp^nf  u'ch  I  Tnl :'':'  ''T'''^  °^  '^^'"''^  ^^^  -  -rporMion;  o"; 
-ulnor  sums  of  mon^  as  mav  be  requir^  TtbaUhe  f"^/*"^'" 'hereof ;  or  shall  falsdy  alter,  or  procu^^  to 
wtje  amouj.,  owing  therefor" by  theVwd  States' ^^  '  llnf^  "^''l'^  "^  ^^'''^K'^  *"^  "r  assist  m  falsely 
th-4aulbani^ shall  not  exceed,  at  any  one  time  the  '  ll  7T'  ""^  ^'"  ''f  ""'"  '""''^  ''>•  "^'J"  of  the  pre  I 
suji  of  fifteen  million,  of  dollars,  exclusive  o  The  mo!  '  .T  r'''°"'  u"*^.  '^"'"'^^"^  "^^  '^'  ^•''on"'  U-nYor 
a^^hrny*:!  ""fr^  ^^--^P»^-'-t;  andtrr'c"a"i^,.:;':L?;of  "'  T,^  ""'  corporation,  or  any 
"^J»^°''^1'^^.'"^°^''^»"«^«L•'uted  States  shalh  true  ^^^^  pa«.   utter,  or  publish,    as 

••""^  "  *"'^"*^  — •■'      -     •  '        !.'*"'^ '*'•*• '^'S^d,  or  counterfeited  bill  or  note  nur 

portinir  to  be  ■•  hill  «,  „„._  . i  l  .    "f  noie,  pur- 


-«p.^u^  ui  urn  saia  low  or  loans  the  United  Stj 
iSHVrt  a  tran,tlrrable  stock,  on  the  same  terms 


or   any  false    forged,  or  counterfeited  order  or  check 
upon  the  said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashiVr  there 

ttempt 
iltcred 


kitf^ior?"'"""''^"'''''""""^'^  '•-^»  actauthor- 
m^  a  oan.l.r  a  sum  not  exceeding  seven  millions  five 

hu.vtred  thousand  doUars  :•'    /Vcn/^^   A^.""p?t       ru 

all  j^ns  madi  to  the  United  S^rt^fbv  th^  saTa  K    \  '  f '  ''r^'"'^  '*»*'  "'"*'  »°  ^  ^^'^'y  ^rged  or  counter 
^h-ile  fully  Jaid  and  Ji^chargenuh'th^inte rest  due  ^  t      '''  "  ''"'''  ^'"^'  """'  «^  I'"^'"^'  "'rue^or  attempt' 
r±'rV"'  'k^^'  '^"^  ^-  ^^'or.  'the  time  hereiXftre  I  bufoT^ot       '  "  ^"k''"'".  "   •^"^'  *"-^  '"-'^       S 
liinit»d  for  thei  duration  of  this  corporation  "^rfn!  .  ^'  '"'""^  ^^  °'^"  °'" '^^  P««ident,  directors 

^Vu.Mer,{  That  sUch  .ncorpora^  n  Xn  contC  '  e'd  orT'o^cr '.'''^  ''r'''^'  "^"'^ '  °^  ->" '-'-'/«  ter-' 
IVne  yeartafter  su.h  l..»n<  „,..  ^-:.i  '"I*  f,"""""*'    **^  ^^'^"or  check  on  the  said  back  or  corporation   or  nl\r 

cashier  thereof,  knowing  the  same  to  be  fal.<My  Xred 
with  intention  to  defraud  the  .aid  corpora t.ofi,orTny 
other  body  politic  or  person,   every  such   nerJ^n     km 

4  4r  discount  thaMtth;;'ate^7sTve'nrr"en[  n"eV    th  'T''  ""'  "i'^"'^^'^  ^"'"^  °^  felony^anj  ^n'g 
.||j;  such  Interest  t^ayable  in  advance^^nS  haT  '  ten'ced  tT"'"''''  '^  '^^  ^"""*  «""-•  '^all   be  sen! 


n 


lh"t'ak  tVr'5''"'"  ""•■•'^  '''""'' '''^'-'  Pa>d."anythi"ng7r; 
thi^ajt  to  the pntrary  notwithstanding. 

Q  rn!"'r!u'i^.'°r!  *"-^  ^--'«'  -t"-'  for  any 

anr,| 

fi  7   r    ■  1      \  ^--i ••I'lw  111  auvance.      '\nt 

fiuir  thTu"r'  "^'v"  i'  "^"'^^  °^  ^  °>"ch  of  the  pro.  i  period  not  less^th-'rr'ir  """  """  '"  """"  '*"«^  ^O'  » 
fits  i,u  the  banj:  as  shal)  appear  to  the  directors  advisa-    i^ars    or  sh^l  '"T  "°'  "'^'•'  '^'"  '«'^"«y 

bleJ,^donce,^n  every  three  years  the  director.  shaH  ve^™  »n  )  *^  i  ""P"''""''^  »«'  exceeding  twenty 
lay  |g-ore  th...  ^tockholden.,  at  a  general  meetmV  fn,  ^p  ■  .*5*^ , p"*"^  ""'  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars- 
thei{  ii.format.Jn.  an  cr  act  and  particular  ^Itemf^t  of  .""^f"^'  ^^"^  '"^'^"^  *'"'^'"  '•^"ta.ned  shill  be  con-' 
the  ^.tu  wh,c  ,  shall  have  remL^d  unpa^5  al?  h/  "''^  '  '^"P"'''  '^'  '''^"^^  "^  '^e  .ndividua!  Sutes  "f 
exp|a.ion  of  ^e  original  credit,  and  of  the  surp  us  of  tVe^fT^^''"?'  1"'^','  '^'  '"'*''  "^  ^^^  — '  Static,  0,° 
Fh  H/  ?.7'  "^^^  ^^'^'^^^'"^  '«'"«='  and  dividends  u\  '^'J^''^''  '^^'^'^'^^  punishable  by  this  act. 
l^vlt'  li^^lr:!.  '".^^e  payment  of  any^^a^n  if'      ^^^  -" 


ato^rf  i'd 'nf^'  r//«rM«.  enacted.  That  the  bills,  obhg- 
t  on  jS.th  Ih^;'' ""^^^'he  seal  of  the  said  c^rpo;' 

han  £?t^.n^      r    ^y'^^'^orscnteni  thereon,  under  the 

an.l't"  the  .fin!;*'/'  "^  "  "'""'"'^'^  '«  transfer 
si^n.r'!/  '  P^  -  *''"<^of  'n  each  and  every  as- 
Zni  Z  r'^""'"  ^"P*c..vely,  and  to  enable  su7h  as. 

Andlifsorno^iwhk'ma'y'L^""  "'""  """'"" 


i 

5 
i 


may  be  issued  bj  order  of  the 


^  tion  hereby  created ;  for  whi^htliyi^r;/^?;^ 
states   IS   hereby   pledged:    Provided,  however ,  Th^t 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  preven 
he  renewal  of  the  charters  of  any  banks  now  iScomo 
rated  m  the  District  of  Columbia.  'ocorpo 

Str.  17.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  corpora 
.on  hereby  created  shall  be  dissolved  by  limitaS  of 
time  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  lawful  for"  the  Sent 
and  directors  thereof,  for  the  time  being.  ,o  sueTnd  S 
8ued  in  any  court  or  place  by  their  corporate  name  fo^ 
and  upon  any  cause,  matter,  or  thing,  ansingprTv/ou. 
to  such  dissolution,  in  l.ke  manner  as  they  mighlh^" 


t 
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done  if  the  same  had  not  taken  place ;  and  also  to 
sell  their  property,  real  and  personal,  and  to  divide 
the  proceeds  and  all  their  capital  among  the  several 
stockholders,  rateably,  according  to  their  several  inter- 
ests in  the  same. 

THE  LO.\N    BILL. 

The  House  a^ain  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  00  the  I.ioan  bill. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  concluded,  in 
about  two  hours,  his  speech  against  the  bill,  and 
against  the  course  of  measures  generally  pursued 
underthe  Republican  Adrainistralion.asgivenen- 
tire  in  preceding  page?. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  followed  in  an  argumen- 
tative speech,  principally  against  the  doctrine  of 
perpetual  allegiance,  as  set  up  by  the  Opposition 
speakers.     Mr.  McL.  spoke  about  an  hour. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  for  theamount  of  the  loan  with  twenty-five 
million.*,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  Other 
blanks  having  been  filled,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  with  said 
amendment.s;  and  the  Hou^e  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  21. 

Mr.  EppEa,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1814; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppe.s  also  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, for  tha  year  1814;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy.  for°t he  year 
1814;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bond,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  requirine  the  judge:,  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  perform  certain  judicial  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  Legislature  of  said  Terri- 
tory.  wi^h  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter: 

Wtth«,  (Va.,)  February  8,  1814. 

Sib;  For  the  information  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, or  any  committee  of  that  House  who  may 
have  under  consideration  either  the  manner  in  which 
the  war  has  been  conducted,  or  my  conduct  as  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Array  of  the  United  Stales,  I  enclose  to  you 
documcnu,  mostly  originals,  numbered  from  one  to 
sixty-one,  inclusive. 

Should  these  papers  he  necessary  to  me  for  any  pur- 
pose, at  any  time,  no  doubt  they  will  be  safe  among 
the  archives  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  de- 
livered, on  application,  to  me  or  my  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  with  all  possible  respect  and 
esteem,  sir,  your  obeditnt  servant, 

ALEX.  S.MITH. 

Hon,  Lahodox  Chitks.  Speaker,  6(c. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs,  Mil- 
ler, FoHSYTu,  Desha,  and  Eppks,  as  to  the  pro-  > 


per  manner  of  disposing  of  this  letter,  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  McKim. 
contemplating  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  an  annual  report  on  the  resources  of 
the  United  States.  The  resolution  having  been 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newto.v,  so  as  to  re- 
fer the  subject  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  instead  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  the  Loan 
bill  having  been  laid  on  the  table  for  the  purpose 
the  Treasury  Note  bill  for  1814  passed  throu<Th  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  verbally  amended 
and  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  was  desirous  to  hare 
these  Treasury  bills  of  such  a  description  as  to 
facilitate  their  reception  among  the  farmers  to 
whom  he  said  they  would  be  more  acceptable 
than  any  other  money,  because  bearing  an  inter- 
est, 6lc.  For  this  purpose,  he  ofl!"ered  as  an  amend- 
ment a  new  section  to  the  bill,  loathe  nfollowine 
effect:  ^^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  one^ote  or  bUl 
shall  be  issued  for  a  larger  amount  than   one   hundred 

,  dollars,  nor  for  less  than  five  dollars;  and,  in  all  cases 
where  said  notes  are  held  for  a  longer  time   than   con- 

!  templated  by  this  act,  the  holder  or  bearer  of  said  note 

,  or  bills  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  rate  of  in- 

;  lerest  per  annum  as  allowed  by  this  act. 

I      This  motion  was  negatived— ayes  25. 

j      The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 

j  third  reading,  without  debate  or  opposition. 

I  THE  LOAN  BILL. 

'  The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  oi 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  authorizing  the  loan  for  1814. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  allow  the  discussion  to  progress  with  the  same 
latitude  as  it  had  commenced,  since  it  appeared 


to   be  agreed   that  it  was  not  yet   to  terminate 
nioved  10  recommit   the  bill   to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House. 

This  motion  wa-  opposed  by  Mr.  Desha,  of 
Kentucky,  on  the  ground  that  it  could  be  as  well 
discussed  in  the  House  as  in  Committee.  Besides 
It  had  already  been  discussed  nearly  two  weeks' 
and  every  subject  but  the  loan  had  been  drawn 
into  debate;  and,  if  the  bill  was  retained  in  the 
House.  It  would  be  in  its  power  to  terminate  de- 
bate  by  the  previous  question— a  power  not  be- 
longing to  the  Committee  oi  the  Whole. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Eppes,  of 
Virginia,  who  said  he  did  not  believe  the  recom- 
mitment would  delay  the  bill  for  a  single  hour 
because  the  House  would  at  any  time  ha've  power 
to  refuse  leave  to  the  Committee  to  sit  on  i  again 
whenever  it  chose. 

The  question  on  recommitment  havin"  been 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  was  decided  in  theaffirra- 
aiive— tor  recommitment  77,  against  it  70.  as 
lollows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Ca- 
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vperton,  (^alhoun,  Champion,  Clark.  Cox,  Creighton,  I  of  John  Cahoone  ind  other.  »  in  -»»•»»,  .k  ', 

<^i;?uvaii,  tjj,  Lppts,    findley,  rorsyth,  Geddes,  Glas-  "'      ~ 


*>vw,  Gou^din,  Gro^venor,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of  New 

jVork,  Hc|vell,  Hungerford,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode 

|l»land.  Ji^iinson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent 

'oy  Maryl.'^d.  Law^  Lewis,  Lovctt,  Lowndes,  Macon, 

Markell,  .,4oKee.  -V'cLean,  Miller,  Montpom.'ry,  Moore,' 


i^anford,  x*;tocktor„  Taggart.  TaJlmadge,   Tannehill, 
in-lfair,    'Thompson,    Vose,    Ward    of    Massachusetts 
%yeh6ter,  KVheatorv  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson   of  Mas- 

t^husett^  Winter  and  Yancey. 

jNiTS-^^fessrs.  Alexander,  Aicher,  Avery,  Bard, 
Jirnett,  H'own,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
^mstock,'Conard,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Penn- 
vjyania  penoyellts.  Desha.  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow, 
\k  of  ISpw  \ork.  homey,  Franklin,  Gaston,   Golds- 

^(yough  (*K>dwyn. Griffin,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson.  Hawes, 
1  ubbard,  Bufty.  Ii^ham.  Kennedy.  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Hlbouni.  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Car- 

«  »na,  LetTArts,  Lyie,  McCoy.  McKim,  Uakley,  Ormsby. 

I  i^l^".  ^,'|er,  Pottefr,  Wm.  Reed,  Reaof  PcnnsylTania. 


k4ea  of  1  unnessee,  Rich,  Rich.rd^n,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Jcfcuremari  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
K^    ,    °f  J  "■«'«'»♦    «t""t,    Sturges,    Troup,' Udree, 

tV^rd  of  .^ew  Jersey,  WhitehiU,  Williams,  W,!«,n  of 
*f^msylvai^ia,  and  Wright. 

«  :3o  the  ;Jill  was  recommitteJ  ;  and   the  House 

'evolved  ibelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Ir.  Plea|ant8.  of  Virginia,  id  the  chair,  on  said 

I  jThe  question  bejng  then  stated,  oo  thensioffof 

PiJ>  Comriitiee  to  report  the  bill— 

j  >Ir.  YaJcey.  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  speech 
<1  Jmore  tran  an  hour  la  length,  in  reply  to  the 
i^jmentshnd  ass^-rtions  advanced  in  opposition 
1%  ^e  bill.  *  "^ 

'$ile  wa 

J«rk,  on 
vfait  lira 
it^jpress 


IS  jollowed  by  Mr.  Grosvenoh,  of  New 
1  tie  other  side,  who  had  spoken  but  a 
ae   when   jhe  Commitice  rose,  reported 


a|d  the  Hous-e  adjourned. 
!  , 


f  •  I  TcESDAV,  February  22. 

*Vjr.  Hempstead  presented  sundry  resolutions 
o.|CheLeg»rlature(>f  the  Missouri  territory  re- 
s|w«tiDg  iaiid  titles  and  settlers  on  public  lands  m 
sq  ^  rerritcjry. 

,  lirdered.'iThat  sa  much  of  said  resolutions  as 
r«;  i  es  to  laiid  iiilev.  be  referred  to  the  Committee 


01 


Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  for  revisine 
the  militia  system,  made  a  report  on  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  (he  claims  of  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  for  moneys  advanced  in 
calling  into  the  .service  detachments  of  militia- 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  .Monday  next.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  the  said  claims  amount  to  $20,r,V2  67  ;  of  this 
sum,  $3,035  58  appears  to  be  claimed  for  pay  and 
[orage  for  officers  and  privates  of  the  militi.  who  have 
*/^'^^,l'!*/'^  Pf'"^  "^  'upplied  by  the  United  States  • 
.l.b,5o8  93  for  advances  made  on  account  to  certain' 
officers,  without  specifying  for  what  purpose  made  and 

f^;  * ,'  Jfi^  9nt""  "^'^  '^^  '""''  ^•'^  ^^"  accounted 
tor,  *1,969  20  for  provisions,  rum,  whwkcy,  &c..  for 
officers  and  privates  who  were  either  furnished  by  the 
contractor  with  rations,  or  who  received  an  allowance 
HI  lieu  thereof  on  the  rolls,  through  the  paymaster  ; 
?!997  12  for  surgical  mstruments,  medicines,  and  gro- 
cenes  for  militia,  without  any  evidence  that  there  was 
necessity  for  any  of  the  articles,  or  that  such  of  them 
as  must  have  remained  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  ei- 

tr^ulA,l  ?''"m'  '°''"^""''.  &c.,  for  mihtia  who 

received  the  regular  allowance  for  clothing  through  the 
paymaster;  .$^574  27  for  axes.  ,K>t.,  kettles,  pans, 
canteens,  and  tents,  wahout  any  evidence  that  at  the 
close  of  the  expedition  the  same  were  delivered  over  to 
the  proper  officer  of  the  United  States  for  their  use  • 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  sum  is  claimed  for  the  «^r- 
vices  of  officers  not  recognised  by  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  the  Ume  when  the  services  were  perform- 
ed, and  for  forage  furnuhed  to  them,  for  the  seVvice.  of 
expresses  in  carrying  orders,  for  calling  out  the  mil.tia 

Jhher,^  h""'''T'"'  and  inspecting  the  miLtia,  which 
hitherto  have  been  considered  SUte  expenses,  ind  m- 
curred  accordingly,  without  expecting  remuneration 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  CoT 
miuee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  re«,lut!:.n 

lovfed  '''"™*  ""^^'  "°'  ^°  ^  »J- 


.f.e  Who.e  Housf  on  the  bill  for  the  final  ad- 
jc  (inent  oi;  land  ti|les  in  the  State  of  Louisiana 
av  .Uerritolry  ol  Missouri;  and,  that  so  much  as 
re  »\es  to  a  donation  and  pre-emption  rio-ht  to 
s^  t|ers  be  ^eferred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic :A.ands. 

Jp^e  SpEiKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
frff,,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
(eport  H\  re  atioh  to  the  banks  and  insurance 
ipauies  within  ihe  District  of  Columbia  in 
^lence  tso  a  resplution  of  the  lO.h  instant; 
w-h  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
rV  mes^e  trom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
.the  S^ijaie  have  passed  a  bill  "for  the  relief 


TREASURY  NOTES. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize   the  issuing  of 
tT'd  nm'e.°"'"  ^''  '^^  ^"'^   '^'''  ^^'^  '-'^  - 

h.ii^^™?*^'''  °^^*'''^'^-  "^''"^'^  '"  recommit  the 

nJr  r.    \  */'i'''  !"  r''°J"<^^  «"  amendment  sim- 

iVsll  '*     *"   ''"^  yesterday   offered,  changing 

he  smallest  amount  ot    the  bills   to  be   ..sued  to 

ten  dollars  instead  of  five. 

BOROUGH   o    Maryland,  with  different  views,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  la.itude  of  expression  of  some  pro- 

o7vrrgi°nia  ''"'^ ""''  "^^'"'^"'^  ^^  ^'-  ^''^'' 

ma^or'itr''°"  ''''  "^g^'i'^^J   by  a  considerable 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  by  yeas  and  nays%s  follows 

\«A9— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer     Averv 
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New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy.  Kent  of  .Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kilbourn,  Leffcrts,  Lowndes,  LyIe,  Macon,  Mc- 
Coy, McKee,  McKim,  .Montgomery,  Moore,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants',  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Roane, 
RoberU,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Taylcr,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams'.  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancev— 8,^. 

Na IS— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Howell,  Hufiy,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  .Markell,  .Miller,  .Moffitt,  Moseley,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York.  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts— 48. 


THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Grosve.nor.  of  New  York,  in  a  speech  of 
about  two  hours  in  length,  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  had  but  commenced  at  the  time  of  ad- 
journment yesterday. 

Mr.  Cuthbert.  of  Georgia,  in  a  speech  of  near 
an  hour  in  length,  being  the  first  he  has  made 
since  he  took  his  seat,  replied  to  many  of  the  ar- 
guments of  Opposition. 

Mr.  FoRBYTH.  of  Georgia,  just  before  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,  commenced  a  speech  in  re- 
ply to  sorne  of  the  speakers  in  the  minority. 

When  he  had  spoken  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wednesday,  February  23.  i 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for  the  relief  of  John  1 

Cahoone  and  others,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  j 

to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  ' 

Mr.  Goldsborough  submitted,  for  considera-  i 

tioD,  the  following  resolution  :  ' 

Rfaolrfd,  That  the  Standing  Rules  and  Orders  of  | 

ihu  House  be  amended,  so  as  to  admit  within  the  Hall 

of  the  House  of  Representatives,  such  gentlemen  as  ' 

have  heretotore  been  members  of  the  CabineU"  i 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  ' 
the  table.  I 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '•  to  provide 
for  the  return,  to  iheir  own  districts,  of  vessels 
detained  by  the  embargo,  in  districts  other  than 
those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or  be- 
long," with  amendments  ;  in  which  thev  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee,  relative  to 
the  state  of  the  Clerk's  office  of  this  House,  passed  ' 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  con- 
curred in  and  the  Clerk  authorized  to  employ  an 
additional  assistant  clerk. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  McKee.  the  House  then  re- 
solved Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri, 
which  was  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any.  and  if  any  what,  alterations  or  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  act.  enti- 
tled "  an  act  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,"  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

THE  LOA.X  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday  ;  which  is  given 
entire,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,   every  day's  experience  must 
have  satisfied  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority,  that 
no  opposition  to  this  bill  or  to  any  other  measure 
intended  to  give  vital  energy  to  the  contest  in 
which  the  country  is  engaged,  can  be  successful 
here.     Whence,  then,  arises    this  extraordinary 
display  of  industry  and  of  ingenuity  ?     Is  it  that 
they  intend  on  this  question  to  enter  upon  their 
defence    for    their   irregular    .-xnd    unprecedented 
course  pursued  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war  ?     In  this  view,  the  subject  is  indeed  interest- 
ing—worthy of  all  the  labor  and  all  the  talents 
bestowed  upon  it.     To  conduct  it  to  a  successful 
issue,  will  require  a  portion  of  industry  never  yet 
equalled— a   degree  of  ingenuity  never  yet  sur- 
passed.     In  the  brief  examination  of  some  of  the 
topics  of  discussion,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  my  object  is  not  to  prove  that  the  conduct 
ol  the  Government  has  been  correct ;  but  to  show 
that  the  opposition  is  not  justifiable  upon  any  of 
the  principles  assumed  for  its  defence.    The  honor 
of  the  Government  is  not  vet  sunk  so  low  as  to 
require  a  labored  defence  of'their  measures  at  the 
bar  of  the  public.     The  evidence  has  long  since 
been  exhibited  to  the  proper  tribunal ;  sentence  of 
acquittal  upon  that  evidence  has  been  pronounced 
by  the   pre.'^ent  generation,  and   more  impartial 
posterity  will  but  confirm  the  judgment. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  examination  of  any  of 
those  arguments  urged  upon  the  great  subject  of 
the  present  contest,  1  will  detain  the  Committee  by 
a  short  reply  to  some  observations  very  remotelv. 
if  at  all.  cennected  with  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Sher- 
wood) expressed  a  hope  that  the  report  made  by 
the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  session,  to 
inquire  into  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  the 
war  had  been  conducted  by  the  enemy,  should 
sleep  in  oblivion  on  the  shelf.  It  is  sufficiently 
evident  the  substance  or  form  of  that  report  is  un- 
pleasant to  the  honorable  gentleman — but  why 
it  has  excited  his  displeasure  he  has  not  conde- 
scended to  inform  us.  Can  it  be  because  it  ex- 
hibits strong  and  irrefragable  proof  of  the  injus- 
tice of  those  fond  eulogiuras  certain  persons  are 
in  the  habit  of  pronouncing  upon  the  enemies  of 
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, their  Country?;  But,  sir,  the  fact  is  mistaken  by 
'the  honorable  gentleman  ;  that  report  is  not  yet 
^n  the^rave  oPoblivion  which  has  the  honor  to 
^ive  ifi  his  recollection.  If  from  any  cause  he 
desires  it  to  pj»ss  away,  hi-  has  misunderjtood 
Ihe  mQ>ns  by  which  his  wishes  are  (o  be  accom- 

t  plishej.  With  the  improvidence  of  the  Ephesian 
;nagistrticy,  he  ihas  rendered  immortal  the  me- 
|nory  of  that  object  he  intended  to  destroy.     Ano- 

Jher  reaiark  less  equivalent  in  its  character  and 

irtr\ra    r^A^r^^  W  nn^  ■  k  1  „      f    .'II      ii      .  • 


i 
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in  the  same  spirit,  remarks  that  be  no  longer  fear« 
the  alliance  formerly  so  dreaded— persons  are  not 
in   the  habit  of  forming  connexions  with  their 
falling  friends.     I  have  too  much  respect  for  the 
correctness  of  his  understanding  and  the  generos- 
^  ity  of  his  affections,  to  believe  he  expresse<»  hii 
j  own  ideas  of  friendship.     This  cold.  calculatinT 
I  and  odious  opinion  is  imputed  to  the  majority  of 
{  this  House.     It  is  for  them  this  worldly  sentiment 
IS  expressed.     It  is  the  raaioriiv  who 


LvTfho  ex||red  on  .the  other  in  the  ^ame  righteous 
liiid  holy,cause  ?  But  this  profanation  of  the  ashes 
'Jl  the  d^ad,  is  nqt  greater  than  the  injustice  done 


more  closely  to  its  object  as  it  totters  in  the  blast 
of  adversity.  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as  ad- 
mitting that  any  sach  attachment  exists  or  ever 


.itual  afquirera,;nts,  and  high  chivalric  honor 
ijay  proi|Jiy  ereqt  their  crests  by  the  side  of  the 
^4osea  IJepresenfative  of  the  great  State  of  i\ew 
H-ork.      I  < 

:  ;The  gejitleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gas- 
Vajn;  has,  recommended  to  the  majority  modera- 
po,  liberality,  and  forbearance.  The  advice  was 
Ijtrtainly  *;xcelient,  but  why  was  it  confined  in  its 
-(^licatit^  ?     VV  Ijy  not  extended  to  the  minority 

tuwhichuhe  honorable  gentleman  is  attached? 


{s  as 


nej: 


liDgsofthe  British  Parliament,  and  to  a  portion  of 
the  minority  in  this  country,  is  not  sufficiently  re- 
spectable to  require  serious  refutation.  It  is  sin- 
gular that  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  think 
more  favorable  of  the  impartiality  of  the  Admin- 
istration than  its  political  opponents. 

The  passage  o(  this  bill  is  resisted  on  the  same 
beaten  grounds  which  have  been  occupied  on  all 
other  questions  relative  to  the  war.  The  injus- 
tice of  the  contest  in  its  commencement— the  in- 


l-essarv  Ibr  .hpm  .1  f       u  I.  '      '"  °'  ^^^  *^''"'"'  '"  "^  commencement-the  id 

trhp/n    '                '"''."■''^'''^P'^^^^'y    J"^''"  0^  continuing  it  after  the  repeal  of  th 
•^e  been,  more  accentah  p  smrp   ir  t^^c  i  n,^^.„  ;„  r< i     .?  i"c  repea,  q,   („ 


<5uld  ha^e  been,  more  acceptable,  since  it  was 

\\  en  by  iheir  fnejnd.     But  although  we  have  the 

^;i»etit  oqtiie  gernlemaa's  recommendation,  we 

ive  not  »he  benefit  of  his  example.     He  has  not 

^»;Own  eit^her  that  moderation  or  that  liberality  m 

i.  strictures  upon  the  majority,  which  he  asks 
Iheir  hftuds.  It  IS  true  that  his  language  is  cor- 
ci,  gentlemanly. and  polished.  No  harsh  terms 
(prm  ih4  smoothness  of  his  periods.  But  what 
iJjrenceMs  there  between  a  direct  charge,  and 


liilusioii  not  to  i)e 


i*  i.-5  offensive  as  t^ie  other.  In  the  eye  of  reason 
!i'"u"r''^°'  whether  the  victim  is  struck  down 
^  ihe  buijher's  cleaver,  or  his  blood  drawn  by  a 
Iii:tering  .^»panish  blade.  The  first  makes  a  more 
^«emly  U-ound.  but  the  latter  is  equally  painful 
K  not  lejs  deadly.  If  there  is  any  difference, 
le.  latter  , weapon  is  more  dangerous,  because 
^)«e  difiicljit  to  elude.     What  means  the  dark 


j--w^^   U4   ..uuiiuuiuK  11  aiier  ine  repeal  of  the 
Orders  m  Council— the  impracticability  of  effect- 
ing the  objects  for  which  it  is  carried  on.     That 
tliere  was  sufficient  cause  of  war  against  Great 
Britain  I  have  not  heard  denied.     In  this  assem- 
bly,  at  least.  I  presume  there  cannot  be  found  an 
individual  whose  understanding  is  so  thoroughly 
perverted,  whose  heart  is  so  perfectly  corrupt  as 
to  believe  that  Great  Britain  has  done  us  no  es- 
sential injury.     But  while  sufficient  cause  of  war 
IS  said  to  have  existed,  while  great  injuries  are 


x""tr^i  It- '  -i:^i:£^  ^=.^^-^;-'; 


accumulating,  the  war  is  still  affirmed  to  have 
been  relatively  unjust.  Ask  for  the  evidence  of 
this  relative  injustice,  and  the  answer  you  receive 
is  a  torrem  of  declamation  against  the  Corsican 
usurper,  the  violator  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
nations.  Describe  the  injuries  and  enormities  of 
^"S'a""-  and  your  attention  is  invited  to  the  in- 
muatio.|   that  Oow  them"aTornrcouirsnP«t  '  rh    '  ^"'^  a??^essions  of  France.     There  are  in 

4y  of  tje   Emperor  of   Frfnce'^  '  h1'  ?k?,^      hrinTr's 'anS  '/n ll^  ^f"  p"""^  who  conceive 

ine  injuries  and  insults  of  France  and  England 

like  the  equal  quantities  in  the  calculation  of  al- 
gebraic fractions,  as  of  no  other  use  than  to  ex- 


jqjy  of   t|ie   Emperor  of   France'?     Has   there 

;;>;   been  *  lime  when   this   majority  could  not 

kik  freeV  of  the  French  Emperor?     If  there 


of^tl 


Since  the 
mitted 


Wness  o/^the  people  of  Georgia  has  per 

J  ^»  be  iti  inmate,  such  a  charge  cannot  be  made 

Jih  the  s,adow  (4  propriety.     The  gentleman, 


derstand  this  political  algebra.  I  rejoice  that  I 
do  not.  On  this  subject  ignorance  is  virtue  and 
knowledge  crime.  I  will  not  detain  you  by  any 
attempt  to  show  the  variance  in  magnitude  o( 
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the  injuries  received  from  the  two  nations.  I 
will  not  inquire  which  of  the  two  commenced 
the  systematic  violation  of  the  rights  of  neutral 
commerce.  It  is  perfectly  indifferent  how  the 
account  stands  on  this  question.  Admitting  them 
to  be  equal  in  time  and  in  degree  of  enormity,  the 


that  the  march  of  the  destroyer  may  be  stayed  on 
the  land  without  the  assistance  of  her  naval  force. 
What  services  were  rendered  at  Moscow  by  her 
naval  armament  ?  How  did  it  promote  success 
at  the  battles  of  Leipsic  and  of  Dresden?  Neither 
troops  nor  any  of  the  means  of  annoyance  were 


aggressions  of  one  Power  are  no  justification  of;  prevented  from  reaching  the  scene  of  action  from 
the  encroachments  of  the  other.     Indeed,  every    France;  nor  coulJ  this  naval  Power  afford  facility 
attempt  on  the  part  of  our  Government  in  their    to  the  transportation  of  any  of  the  muniments  of 
correspondence  with  the  Ministers  of  the  two  bel-    war  to  the  allied  Powers.'    Sir,  it  must  require 
Iigerents  to  discuss  these  questions  was  degrad-  ;  something  more  than  the  folly  of  dotage  to  assert 
ing— only  to  be  excused   from  the  purity  of  its  ;  it  was  necessary  ;  to  prove  it  is  impossible.    The 
motives,  the  love  of  peace.     A  more  refined  and    talisman  of  French   invincibility  was  broken  by 
specious  argument  is  used  to  prove  this  relative  '  other  and  by  nobler  means.     The  generous  spirit 
injustice,  drawn  from  the^ature  of  the  contest  in    of  patriotism,  excited  into  enthusiasm  by  the  in- 
which  England  was  engaged  ;  she  is  represented    vasion  of  his  native  land  in  the  rugged  Russian, 
as  fighting  for  their  existence;  and  any  injuries    first  crippled  the  giant.     The  perfect  union  of  the 
incidental  to  the  measures  adopted  by  her  in  tlie  i  allies,    pressed    together   by  the    might  of  their 
prosecution   of  this  cause   ought    to   have   been    fears,  will,  if  governed  bv  true  policy,  confine  him 
borne  without   repining   by  neutrals  whom  she    to  his  ancient  cell.    That  British  naval  supremacy 
did  not  intend  to  injure.     I  have  yet  to  learn  the  i  is  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  United  States 
difference  between  British  and  French  ambition.  I  is  a  libel  upon  the  virtue  and  valor  of  this  people. 
I  have  not  yet  seen,  and  the  history  of  latter  times  j  The  people  of  these  States  hold  the  precious  in- 
does  not  show,  thje  evidence^of  the  justice  of  the  '  heritance  of  their  forefathers  by  a  nobler  tenure 


cause  of  Great  Britain.  The  simple  statement 
of  the  dispute  between  the  rival  Powers  is,  that 
France,  not  satisfied  with  stretching  her  giant 
arms  over  the  continent  of  Europe,  desired  to 
partake  of  the  dominion  of  ocean.  Great  Brit- 
ain, riding  triumphantly  on  the  mountain  wave 


and  a  better  title.  They  hold  it  as  a  grant  from 
Heaven,  purchased  by  the  generous  blood  of  the 
purest  men  the  world  ever  saw,  never  to  be  re- 
linquished while  a  drop  of  that  is  found  in  the 
veins  of  the  existing  race.  The  invaluable  bless- 
ings secured  by  the  valor  of  our  ancestors  would 


wished  her  power  and  influence  to  extend  to  the  I  cease  to  be  dear,  if  they  depended  upon  any 
centre  of  the  Continent.  In  the  desire  of  law-  ;  Power  for  their  preservation  but  that  of  the  Di- 
less  power;  in  the  perfect  disregard  of  the  mo- 
rality of  the  means  by  which  these  ends  were  to 
be  accomplished,  a  feather  will  turn  the  balance 
between  them.  The  means  of  effecting  their  ob- 
jects were  easily  found.   France,  having  no  power     

oti  the  ocean,  was  contending  for  the  liberty  of!  able  lives  had  or  would  be  lo.st  in  this  contest; 
the  seas.  England,  destitute  of  Continental  in-'  but  that  the  numbers  would  not  be  great,  as  there 
fluence.  was  contending  for   the  liberty  of  the  j  were  few  exposed  to  its  perils.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  I  certainly  understood  the 


Power  for  their  preservation  but 
vinity. 

[The  House  then  adjourned.  On  the  follow- 
ing day.  February  23,  Mr.  Sherwood,  of  New 
York,  explained  the  remarks  to  which  Mr.  For- 
syth alluded  yesterday.     He  did  not  .say  no  valu- 


Continent.  In  the  prosecution  of  their  darling 
project,  armies  covered  the  Continent  until  their 
march  was  stopped  by  the  barrier  of  Russian 
steel.  England  by  her  naval  superiority  has  re- 
duced all  the  valuable  colonial  possessions  of  the 


gentleman  to  express  the  sentiment  imputed  to 
him  ;  I  rejoice,  however,  that  he  has  corrected 
this  erroneous  impression;  although  I  cannot  ad- 
mit the  propriety  of  the  remark  he  has  made,  it 


Continental  Powers,  and  is  now  in  the  quiet  en-  |  is  certainly  much  less  reprehensible  than  the  one 
joyment  of  the  bloodless  conquests.  In  the  in-  '  I  believed  had  escaped  his  lips.  I  ought  perhaps, 
crease  of  the  means  of  sustaining  the  contest,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  apologise  to  the  Committee  for 
England  had  far  exceeded  France  at  the  com-  j  occupying  a  moment  of  their  time  in  the  serious 
menceraentof  the  first  campaign  against  Russia,  discus'non  of  the  claims  set  up  by  Britain  and 
The  true  interest  of  the  United  States  was  that  i  some  of  her  apologists  in  this  country  to  the  pro- 
the  two  rivals  should  remain  in  the  same  state,  or  tpctorship  of  the  religion  and  the  liberty  of  the 
that  the  overgrown  power  of  each  should  be  les-  j  world.  A  claim  contradicted  by  all  past  history 
sened.  There  is  nothing  in  the  cause  of  either  j  and  by  the  events  daily  passing  before  our  eyes. 
that  demanded  our  sympathy  or  claimed  our  for-  |  The  delusions  of  self-love  may  palliate  or  excuse 
bearance.  But  we  are  told  that  the  naval  supre-  the  weakness  of  such  a  belief  in  the  subjects  of 
macy  of  Great  Britain  is  necessary,  not  to  her  ;  Great  Britain,  but  we  look  in  vain  for  the  means 
preservation  alone,  but  to  the  preservation  of  the  j  of  palliation  <  r  excuse  to  the  American  believers 
liberties  of  the  world.  It  was  the  only  barrier  to  j  of  this  egregious  folly.  I  am  not  so  totally  igno- 
iheuniversal  dominion  of  the  Corsican.  Europe  rant  of  the  human  heart  as  to  believe  that  any 
would  first  be  desolated  by  his  legions,  and  then  I  observations  will  have  any  effect  upon  wilful 
we  should  have  been  swallowed  up  in  the  vortex  |  credulity.  You  appeal  in  vain  to  the  reason  and 
of  his  ambition.  I  will  not  deny  the  necessity  of  feeling  of  men  who  are  not  convinced  of  the  ex- 
naval  superiority  to  the  safety  uf  Great  Britain,  istence  of  facts  by  plain  and  palpable  evidence, 
although  such  denial  is  made  by  some  of  her  own  You  may  as  well  "  whisper  soft  nonsense  in  dead 
politicians;    but  modern  experience  has  shown    beauty's  ear."    All  the  avenues  to  conviction  are 


j[l595; 
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the  rnr^culou.  .nfervention  of  D  t  "e  gooL        |    ommenced  Z?  uT  ''%'  "^-,— ders  ha.e 

;o  corriict  their  errors  and  reform  their  heart ".  '  ^^'V"'^""^  '^^'^  5,°'^  ^^^are.     In  what  poriion 

'^iracl.;whose  example  is  notT  ie  found    a  ille  '  n  00?^  ""aTT  ^'T''  ^''  ^"^  '°  ^'^^  ^"^    he 

history  i)f  religion.     It  is  indeed  reVo  ded  th«t   h!     ^        .      ^^^'  ^^  "nhappy  inhabitant  of  the  J. 

::  m.erferince  of  Divinity  once  poure/^^^^^    •'^h    of    r   T''  I'V"'''"  ^^^"'"  ^'^  ^^"^''"^"^  ^a/be^en 


pot   recorded    that  omnipotent   power  ever  shed 

ru     "^^  .    ""'''  "P'^"  '''^^  '^f^  which  was  wil- 
n.ii,.  .i^ed  to  prevent  the  admission  of  its  rays 
days  of  miracles  are  past  ;   reason  is  our 


(fully  c 
M^ut  ihH 


ifiiust  b( 
vifcence. 
^iil  die 
^x^ealed." 
legated   i(i    futu 
^(lould   i|-gumf 


*-',.nl^  7,  Li    '     V  '""■"-'?  "'"^  past  ;  reason  is  our 
ilZ/r^K  *^.  V  "'^  *^.°'^  "^'^^  ^^^"'^^^  her  direction 


lett  to  the  punishment  of  their  disobe- 

lo  coctvince   them  is  impossible ;  they 

•  n    their  sins,    •  unanointed  and    unan- 

J:ondemaed  by  the  present  race,  and  exe- 

'^  "rapi*-     It  may   be  asked   why 

menis   be  answered    or   a   reply  at- 


by  the  humanity  and  magnanimity  of  Britain     If 
his  virtuous  indignation  at  the  insulting  inquiry 
will    permit  him  to  answer,  he  will  pofnt  to  the 
desolated  he  ds  ol  his  once  terrestrial  paradi  e 
he  will   recall   to  your  remembrance  the  pe    od 


Dot  long  passed  when  the  air  was  filled  wi'th  ihe 

oQntrymen  dying  of  famine 


cries  of  his  unhappy  c 

from  the  accursed  avarice  of  these  lowers  of  the 

the  Burampooter,  swollen  with  putrid  carcases 
rushed  more  wildly  to  the  ocean  to  hide  the  rll- 
luied  streams  in    the   interminable  wave      C 


%iivp  h^V  „  -••-—/ -aw^ucu.  inese  tilings 
Sf7m  )t  ^  r'''  "'^^^-  ^"'^  have  proceeded 
^•Kert  ^'^^^''^''y-  The  honorable  members 
'Ltl  i  ^^'  '^'u"  ha^^  expressed  these  senti- 
iients  hive  not  the  honor  of  originating  them. 


ftli        £•    '  ■  .  —  "^"v/i  ui   unifiiiaiinp  tnem 

nfey  fir:.t  issued  Irom  the  l.ps  of  the  Exfcut've 

Magistrate  of  the  ancient  and  extensive  Com 


pression  has  only  become  systematic,  but  it  is 
oppression  slill.  The  pagoda  of  the  Brahmin 
may  have  been  levelled  .o*^the  earth,  but  tLe  t^L" 
pie  of  Jesus  has  not  risen  in  its  stead. 

1  he  distant  region  of  India  may  not  be  consid- 


jri(pnvveai;h  of  Massachusetts.  To  him  behZs  '  .rZ  f "'  '^^'"^  ""^  ^"'^'^  ™*y  °"'  ^  ^onsid- 
^lie  high,  honor  .f  discovering  that  Bn.ain  wf  InetZ  r  ^c''^''  «Phere  fpr  the  exertion  of  the 
1%  prese:rver  of  iiuman  liberty,  the  bulwark  of  iSv  N  ^''T'''''''  '"/^^''^  "<"  '^''5'°"  «"d 
^»l^  relieii.n.     Obiervatinn.  .,„:.;„.i:__"       '^^    .    .  L'herty-     ISearer  home,  within  the  immediate  in- 


W^n  Iron*  .New  Vnrlf  fWr  <^»^„  •  a  uruue       i  ne  i^atholic    Jris 

[e^o  urgAl  and  hud  not  been 
lei-nurgepandKNhall  treat  the 

I  II  TT  fin  I    lorm.l   „r  .L  _   1 


i^eight,  that  they  had 
met.     These  have 
,       .    -  »  "^-^  >>icm  as  they  deserve 

fr'e  wrtoirc:^£V'  ;,^'  '"'r^  °^  ^^^  GoWmment' 
.re  we  to  look  for  the  evidence  of  her  anxiety  to 

Irt'serve  .  r  perpe?uate  the  blessings  of  cmNi^ 
rcy,  or  y  extend  that  religion  which  teaches 
e^ce  on  iarth  and  good  wiil'to  man?!  sr^ak  of 
>?  Govejiment  and  not  of  the  people.  Like  all 
thZl"^  ^«^  -^-althy  nationsThe^ark  p  ge  o 

pr    aistOT*f  is    but.  a    rprnr.l  r^f  1 .     ^   *     , 


he  commentary  upon  this  text 
Nhman   who  dares  to  offer  up 

.  . ,-  "«^aven  on  an  altar  of  a  form  dit- 

ferent  Irom  the  one  prescribed  ;  who  approaches 
he  throne  ol  grace  -n  a  manner  most  consonant 
o  his  own  Ideas  of  the  divine  nature  ;  s  narked 
as  an  outcast  from  society,  not  indeed  tobe.be 
victim  of  sanguinary  cruelty,  but  as  one  to  whom 
no  political  power  is  to  be  intrusted-.s  d.mve^ 
by  statute  even  of  the  privilege  of  shedd  nrh^^ 
generous  blood  in  defence  of ^h.s  beloved  Erm 

.  h.to^.3  but:7r4^;n.um;:tu^Kir'"^^^^^^^^^ 

^as.onafy  Illuminated  by  brilliant  act  on    and  i  PoTtufar  '''^l"'^  '^e  Cathofic  fauh  in'SpamK 

T^^fct'Trirriry  t^r  £?t^t^— "-  i:^^X'¥t 

^ad  "--leisure  or  L^r  I  &---^;!Xca^^ 

a   bigot   and  a   slave.     But,   sir,   I   would   ask, 

I  tTon  ofT  n*  ^"«'  '"''^'^"^     TheConstitu^ 
Thpl     !  United  States  Ttnows  no  such  terms. 
The  object  of  our  Guvernmeoi  is  to  regulate  the 
relation,  of  man  as  a  member  of  the  "soctely  of 
men      It  presumes  not  to  interfere  between  the 
Creator  and   the  created.     It  gives  unto  cJsir 
he  things  that  are  C«sar's-,t  leaves  unto  G^ 
he  things  that  are  God's.     Perhaps  we  may  be 
told  that  It  IS  the  Christian  faith   tnat  i?il  be 
preserved  from  destruction.     Is  it  the  fa    h  pre! 
scribed  by  the  sycophantic  Parliament  of  HenrJ 
or  IS  ,t  the  pure  fauh  of  the  Christian,  by  what- 
ever sect  or  name  it  may  be  known  ?     The^ame 


Eter- 

[ives.  thej^eo^et^d  i^^:;;;;:,:::;]^^ 

Kl.ng    n  the  turmoil  of  Continental  warfare" 

!«&  H'  ^"  '"  ^'''"''  "^^  possession    of 
|«Crowi|or  to  assist  some  of  , heir  ambitious 

nations.    Her 


♦jes  to  pljinder  tlje  surrounding 
iiigion  ha* 


'fet^  stake*  ^n?,f  "T""^  °^  '^''*'^^"'  persecution. 

(X  K  V     1?^   '^'•'  ^'^  "'ere  the  portion  of  the 

Jiiholic  Jod   the   Protestant,  as  the  reLmn  of 

r.hrT^'  Jh«ng^^-     It  mustnotbe?  rgot- 
r  ,        ^t^;^'^"nnation   of  religious  abusefin 

i  fletr'lr  »"'  ^""'T'  ''^  '^'  adulterouslo^; 

i    .••    i^'  ^'°'^'  '^^  defender  of  the  faiih- 

frelerrcL  the  reuses  on  the  cheek  of  beauty  to 

|tedro.?ofthePope.     Refin.ng7poa 
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doctrines  taught  by  their  divine  author  are  inde- 
pendent of  and  above  all  temporal  power.  True 
piety,  like  the  humble  taper  of  the  peas.ini's  cot- 
tage, throws  light  and  cheerfulness  around  its 
tenement  of  clay.  He  who  possesses  it  asks  and 
needs  no  eartlily  support.  His  hopes,  his  conso- 
lations, and  his  dependence,  are  on  "another  and 
a  better  world."  If  by  our  religion  is  meant  that 
Pharisaical  spirit  which  prompts  its  votary  to  set 
up  exclusive  claims  to  morality  and  virtue,  which 
sends  them  even  to  the  throne  of  mercy  with 
proud  thanks  that  they  are  not  as  other  men  are. 
the  sooner  its  destruction  is  accomplished  the 
greater  will  be  the  benefit  to  the  human  race.  If 
this  spirit  of  religion  deserves  to  be  supported  by 
human  power,  Jesus  of  N.izareth  was  an  impostor 
and  a  knave,  and  Mahomet  the  true  prophet  of 
the  living  God. 

The  atrocities  of  the  present  war  are  of  them- 
selves sufficient  to  produce  conviction  on  minds, 
ordinarily  constituted,  of  the  perfect  disregard  of 
iht!  British  Government  lo  religion  and  human- 
ity.    I  will  not  detain  you  by  any  detail  of  these 
enormities.     I  do  not  desire  to  excite  resentment 
or  inspire  detestation  by  a  recital  of  the  barbarities 
which  have  been  committed  in  different  parts  of 
the  Continent  by  thearmies  and  allies  of  England. 
But   we   may  inquire   how  far  religious  Govern- 
ments can  be  justified   in  employing  the  means 
of  defence  and  offence,  which  involve   in   their 
destroctive    pro^rress   the   man.  the   woman,  and 
the  infant;  which  spares  neither  age.  sex,  or  con- 
dition ;   which  riots  with  equal  joy  on  the  spoiLj 
of  the  armed  enemy  or  wounded   prisoner.     We 
lire  told  by  the  genilemau  from  New  York  (Mr. 
GR08vENOR)lhat  the  employment  of  the  Indians 
was  justifiable— that  he  would  have  adopted  the 
same  means.     The  state  of  war  ft  certainly  a  de- 
struction of  the  ordinary  rules  which  govern  na- 
tions in  their  conduct  to  each  other.     Even  this 
stale,  however,  has  rules  which  generous  nations  i 
implicitly  obey  ;  rules  violated  by  the  employment 
of  a  force  whose  destructive  effect  cannot  be  con- 
trolled.    The  effect  of  the  employment  of  this 
species  of  annoyance  had    been  proved    by  past 
experience.     During;   the    Revolutionary    war   it 
was  denounced  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Brit- 
am  as  destructive  and  odious.    Modern  improve- 
ments are  visible  on  this  subject,     la  England  at 
this  day  it  is  matter  of  boast  and  joy  ihat'ihe  red 
man  mingles  in   battle   by  the  side  of  his  white  ; 
friend.     The  imagination  is  deliijhted  by  the  pic- 
luresque  eff"ect  of  the  tomahawk  darkening  by  the  I 
side  of  the  glitter  of  the   bayonet— by  the  rude 
dress  of  the  vavage  viewed    in  conjunction  with  j 
the  splendid  co^tume  of  the  disciplined  soldier.  ' 
The  groans  of  the  scalped  victim  are  no  longer  i 
permitted  to  strike  upon  the  ear — it  is  delighted  ' 
by  the  dramatic  effect  of  the  yell  of  the  savage  j 
filling  the  air,  in   combination  with  the  shout  of 
the  civilized    barbarian.     I  envy  no   man's  feel-  ! 
ings  who  can   believe  the  employment  of  an  In-  i 
dian  force  justifiable.     The  conclu.oon.  however, 
may  be  drawn  without  the  fear  of  refutation,  that 
it  is  not  an  evidence  of  the  regard  of  Christian- 
ity ia  those  who  adopt  it. 


I      We  are  informed   by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from    Massachusetts,    that    our    sympathies    for 
Spain  ousht  to  have  prevented    the  declaration 
of  war:  Spain,  fighting  in  a  cause  holy  and  sa- 
cred as  the  cause  of  our  own  Revolution,  was 
>  injured    by  our  attempt  to  resist  encroachments 
upon  our  rights.     There  is  no  man  who  does  not 
'  wish  success  to  the  Spaniards.     But.  sir,  when 
we  are  called  upon  to  make  sacrifices  and  submit 
to  injustice  on  their  account,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  examine   the    nature  of  the  contest  and 
the  probable   consequence  of  the  success  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  it.     What  is  that  cause,  which 
has   been  compared  to  our  Revolutionary  strug- 
,  gle?     It  IS   th*-   cause  of  pride,  not  of  principle. 
'  Pride,   which  having  its  foundation  amoncr  the 
generous   feelings  of  the   human   heart,  ma'y  in- 
spire admiration  and  excite  sympathy,  but  which 
IS  rejected    by  reason.     The  memorable  siege  of 
Saragossa  was  sustained,  the   immortal  Palafox 
died,  not  to  extend  or  preserve  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  but   for   the  paltry  privilege  of  choosing 
the   puppet    who    was    to  sit    upon   the   throne. 
At  the   commencement  of  the  memorable  strug- 
gle  Spain  was  as  completely  governed  by  French 
councils  as  if  she  had  been  an  integral  part  of  the 
t  Empire.    All  her  resources  were  at  the  command 
I  of  the  Emperor.     Napoleon  might  give  greater 
I  stability  to  his  power,  but  immediately  he  was  to 
gam   nothing  by  the  change  of  Kings,  but   the 
gratification  of  his  family  pride.     Wonderful  and 
I  important  controversy,  whether  the  descendantof 
a  Frenchman  or  a  Corsican  should  sit    upon  the 
'  throne,  whether  the   political  automaton  should 
be  ol  the  ancient  or  the  new  dynsaiy,  a  Bourbon, 
or  a  Bonaparte;  of  a  family  whose  ancestors  had 
usurped  power  in  times  long  past,  or  of  one  who 
had  grasped  it  with  their  own  hands  in  the  pre- 
sent days!     And   what  was  the  consequence  of 
the  struggle  which  ensued  ?     The  resources  of 
Spain  became  the  property  of  Britain  ;  no  other 
efl'ect   was  produced   than  a  change  of  masters. 
What  diff'erence  between  the  dominion  of  one  or 
the  other  Power?     The   people  obtain  no  privi- 
leges and  the  United   Stales  derive   no   benefits. 
To  us  it  cannot  be  important,  whether  the  wires 
are  moved   by  an  English  or  a  French  juggler; 
whether  the  despatches  of  Spain   are   issu'ed  by 
Castlereagh    or    Bassano.      The   comparison    of 
this  with   our  Revolution,  is  odious  and   unjust 
profanation  to  the  ashes  of  Washington   and  his 
contemporary    patriots.     The    American   people 
fought  for   their  own   privileges— the  Spaniards 
for   the   privileges  of  their   rulers.     Our   fathers 
fought  for  the  right  of  self-government ;  for  free- 
dom, political  and  religious;  they  for  the  choice  of 
the  foot  which  is  to  trample  on  their  necks.     The 
principles  of  our  contest  seem  to  be  as  little  un- 
derstood as  the  limits  of  Constitutional  opposition. 
In  the  cause  of  Great   Britain,  in  the  situation 
of  the  world,  in  the  affairs  of  the  Peninsula,  there 
was  nothing  to  demand  or  require  our  forbear- 
ance to  seek  redress  even  for   incidental  injuries. 
But  were  the  Orders  in  Council  really  intended 
to  injure  France,  and    France  only  ?     Far  from 
it.     The  decrees,  of  which  they  pretended  to  be 
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gliatory?  were  irjoperative  and  useless.   It  was 
(?  boast  (./  the  British  Government  that   they 
e^e  futi^f^  and   impotent.    No.  sir.  the  object  of 
'l  systerti  "^  retaliation   upon   P'rance,  was  to  • 
er  Britiih  at  \\n\  expense  of  neutral  commerce, 
prete  ice  to   <;over  this  object  was  the  de-  I 
C|¥«'s  of  F  flnce.     Flimsy,  indeed,  but  still  suffi- 
cwft  for  a»Govermnent  which  desires  to  cover,  ; 
i»l  does  utt  conceal,  its  real  intentions  from  the  | 
pAtitic  viev}. 

ll'will  no^  turn  td  the  dog-eared  volumes  of  the  i 
jltllic  documents  to  show  the  correctness  of  this  ' 
pLsition  ;  4  will  reFy  upon  the  declaration  of  two  ; 
Jrjons  01  treat  authority  on  this  subject — Per-  j 
cwviil  and  "yastlereasjh.  I  might  repeat  the  idea  j 
e«jfessed  ..n  a  former  occasion  by  a  gentleman  i 
oE^'ew  Yirk.  that  the  admission  of  your  adver-  . 
sM\f  is  the  |>esf  evidence  of  the  existence  of  any  | 
f;^>^  which  )s  sougl^t  to  be  proved.  In  1807.  Mr. 
Pur^eval  rfcommeoded  this  system  to  the  then  i 
Na^isters,  ;»nd  was  yeconded  by  Lord  Castlereagh. 
<Perce\^jl  said  : 

You  miiht  say  tl)at  no  goods  should  be  carried  to  i 
jce    excjpt  they  Ifirst   touched   at  a    British  port. 
^■y  mighty  be  forced   to   be  entered  at  the  custom-  i 
hX.i«e,  and  ;^  certain  :;ntry  imposed  which  would  con-  I 
trfjiote  to  er^iance  the  price  and  give  a  better  sale  in 
tUl  foreign  t^iarket  ta  your  commodities.''  | 

]|  he  obji'ict  is  here  distinctly  avowed :  it  is  not  ' 
til|i*)jure  France.  b«it  to  give  a  better  sale  to  En-  ' 
gj?;h  comijiodities  in  foreign  markets  by  dimin-  j 
ing  the  fair  gams  of  neutral  commerce,  by  I 
ying  a  *ax  upon  neutral  vessels  in  British  j 
IS.  Wifat  was  the  pretext  1  Gentlemen  may  I 
■  our  sjpbmissiqin  to  French  encroachment.  '. 
(jh  encrijachmenfts  had  not  been  made  on  our  { 
c^4merce,^or,  if  made,  were  not  known  in  this  i 
c^ijiiry  at  Jthe  tintfe  the  first  order  was  issued.  ' 
ltd  Castlereagh.  in  the  debate  already  alluded  i 
111  jhows  t*iat  a  pretext  could  be  found  whether  ' 
vm  were  ir  J;luded  iia  the  operation  of  the  French  j 
dj-^ees,  or  ivere  sp«;cially  excepted  from  their  ef-  j 
f»|i«.  I  u^ll  use  his  own  words.  Speaking  of  j 
til' decree  yf  Berlin,  he  says  : 

!•  6ince  tbj*  pubhcation  of  this  decree,  which  had  at  , 
fi*.  been  gtjieral  as  to  all  nations,  some  communica-  \ 
ti*ii»  had   tifken  plare   between  the  American  Minis-  : 
U4  in  this  tountry  Kind  the  French  GoTcrnment,  in 
C(*»^uenc»;  of  whicli  some  practical  relaxation  of  the 
dniiice  had  '^kcn  plate.     This  was  one   ground  why 
wi  i[hould  l^ok  upor;  America  with  jealousy  ;  it  was 
aMi^gravaaion  that. she  had  by  a  secret  understand- 
iiM  ivith  the^^rench  VJovernment  contrived  to  take  her 
sll^^ing  out*  of  the  >*peration  of  the  decree  that  was 
ailiKst  gene^." 

l)ur  subtiiission  to  a  decree  which  did  not  af- 
f«»t  us — a  sjecree  admitted  to  be  useless — was  suf- 
fileni  to  ju.*tify  retaliation  ;  being  exempted  from 
it  practic;il  effect  was  an  aggravation  which 
ji  ijfied  li^^  same 'system!  Is  it  unfair  under 
th  ;se  circu, distance:;  to  conclude  that  these  orders 
v;  luld  hav.j  been  is;<ued  had  the  decrees  of  France 
n  ver  eiisi'»d  ?  Some  other  pretext  equally  plau- 
si  lie  could  iiave  be(;n  imagined,  and  would  have 
bi  en  deleo^led  herK  We  are  not  at  this  day  to 
I  .rn  ttiat  nhe  reaf  motives  of  the  acts  of  that 


Gorernmeni  are  as  opposite  to  those  avowed  as 
Heaven    is    to    Hell.     True   to    their   principles, 
Perceval  and  Castlereagh  were  no  sooner  admit- 
ted  into  the  Ministry  than  the  plan  previously 
recommended  by  ihern   was  acted  upon.     What 
was  their  theory  out  of  Administration  was  their 
practice  in  it.     The  order  of  November  was  sub- 
stantially what  had  been  pressed  upon  the  former 
Ministry  when  America  was  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  the  French  decrees.     It  may  be  ima- 
gined that  this  plan  was  bottomed  upon  some  al- 
leged submission  to  the  decrees,  or  the  aggrava- 
tion of  an  exemption  from  their  effect.     In  the 
debate  on  the  subject  of  the  orders  of  November, 
instances  of  the  execution  of  the  French  decrees 
are   indeed   mentioned,  but  they  are  confined  to 
the  countries  subject  to  French  arms.     The  oc- 
currences at  Hamburg  are  chiefly  relied  upon. 
But   what  is  concluj'ive  upon  this  point  is.  that 
they  were  persisted  in  after  the  excuse  was  taken 
away.     Canning,  in   1812,   said   the    Orders  in 
Council  had  lost  their  retaliatory  character,  were 
no  longer  to  be  jusiitied  upon  the  principles  upon 
which  they  were  issued.     What  said  the  Minis- 
ter?    His  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  letter  of 
Mr.   Russell  in   March.  1812.     The  language  of 
the  British    Minister    here,   corresponding   with 
tliat  answer,  extinguished  all  hope  of  avoiding  a 
contest;  we  were  told  in  language  not  to  be  mis- 
taken, that  these  violations  of  the  rights  of  the 
nation   would  continue  until  neutral  commerce 
was   placed  by  France   on  its  ancient   footing  ; 
until    the   continental    system    was    abandoned. 
Under  these  circumstances  what  was  the  duty  of 
the  Administration  of  a  free  people?     Continue 
to  endure  and   to  complain?     To  restrict  com- 
merce and  to  threaten  vengeance;  to  pursue  the 
"  tinkering"' sysfem,  or  to  resort  to   arms?     On 
this  subject,  hesitation  would  have  been  criminal. 
Honor,  justice,  and  generous  policy,  pointed  out 
the  course   to   be   pursued,  and  their  commands 
were  obeyed.  Why  was  England  selected?    The 
answer  is  at  hand.     \Vitli  her  all  hope  of  redress 
by  negotiation  was  at  an  end.     V\'ith  her  adver- 
sary expectation  was  still  alive.     Faint  indeed 
was  that  expectation.     The   progress  of  our  ne- 
gotiation  had   been   artfully,  infamously,  if  you 
please,  retarded  ;  but  the   Administration,  as  in 
its  conduct   to  Great  Britain,  clung  to  the  hope 
of  finally  effecting  their  just  objects  without  a 
resort  to  arms.     If  in  our  intercourse  with  these 
two  Powers  a   stronger   language  and  a  bolder 
tone    bad    been    used,   I  conless   my    satisfaction 
would  not  have  been   diminished.     But  in  Gov- 
ernments as  with  individuals;  the  form  is  noth- 
ing when  the  substance  is  preserved.  There  was, 
however,  another  cause   of  war.     The  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  native  and  naturalized.  We 
are  repeatt?dly  told,    mphatically  told,  that  Great 
Briiain  does  not  claim    the   right  of  impressing 
native  Americans.     It  is  true  she  does  not  claim 
the  right,  she  only  persists  in   the  practice.     No 
great  injury  is  said  to  be  done  by  a  i'ew  errors  on 
a  subject  on  which  to  avoid  error  is  next  to  im- 
possible.    The  American  impressed  is  discharged 
when  he  proves  his  nativity.     The  opinion  of  a 
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foolish  midshipman  or  a  surly  officer  is  evidence  i  as  well  as  interest  powerfully  plead  for  itsestab 


sufficient  to  make  an  American  a  sailor  of  His 
Majesty.  Evidence  authenticated  and  formal 
can  alone,  after  a  process  of  years,  restore  him  to 
his  country,  I  say  nothing  of  the  hardships  he 
endures  during  this  purgatorial  probation.  It  is 
enough  for  him  to  know  and  feel  that  while  his 
countrymen  are  free  he  is  a  slave.  It  hao  been 
urged  on  this  subject  that  the  Aa6ea*  corpus  act 
aflorded  the  means  of  relief.  Of  all  arguments 
this  is  the  most  supremely  ridiculous.  The  habeas 
corpus  act  to  relieve  a  sailor  shifted  from  vessel 
to  vessel,  and  clime  to  clime!  To-day  at  Cape 
Horn,  to  morrow  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  at 
one  time  scorching  under  a  tropical  sun,  at  ano- 
ther freezing  in  the  polar  regions.  Even  if  with- 
in the  reach  of  such  relief,  how  is  he  to  procure 
the  necessary  evidence?  This  is  worse  than 
mockery.  But  where  is  the  difference  between 
native  and  naturalized  seamen  ?  They  are  equal- 
ly bound  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ; 
they  are  entitled  to  the  same  protection.  The 
Constitution  authorized  our  naturalization  laws, 
and  the  Government  is  bound  by  every  obliga- 
tion of  honor  and  justice  to  protect  those  who 
have  been  incorporated  into  our  political  society. 
even  though  they  may  have  had  the  good  for 
tune  first  to  >ee  the  light  in  the  dominions  of  a 
King.  It  is  not  now  a  question  whether  the  laws 
on  this  subject  are  dictated  by  sound  policy  ;  the 
only  inquiry  is,  what  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern 


lishmeni,  at  least  on  the  high  seas."  This  rule 
covers  seamen  of  every  clas«.  net  as  an  unfore- 
seen consequence,  but  an  effect  intended  to  be 
produced.  Government  then  insisted  that  their 
flag  should  protect  native  Americans  and  natu- 
ralized Americans,  originally  British  subjects. 
It  demanded  still  more,  that  it  should  protect 
British  subjects  not  naturalized.  In  the  letter 
already  quoted  is  to  be  found  the  following  pas- 
sage. After  enumerating  the  persons  about  whom 
there  could  be  no  dispute,  Mr.  Pickering  writes — 
"  The  fourth  class  consists  of  British  born  subject*; 
but  who  or  many  of  whom  may  have  become  citizena 
subsequent  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  or  who  hereafter  may 
be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizens.  It  is  this  class 
alone  about  whom  any  pretence  ol  right  to  impress 
can  be  made.  With  regard  to  these,  it  may  be  at- 
tempted to  protect  them,  as  well  in  time  of  war  as  of 
peace,  in  the  following  cases :  First,  when  they  shall 
ha\e  served  in  American  vessels  public  or  private  for 
the  Fame  term  in  which  foreigners  serving  in  "British 
vesseU  would  acquire  the  right  of  British  subject*, 
which  is  understood  to  be  three  years ;  or,  secondly,  if 
so  much  cannot  be  obtained,  when  these  persons  origi- 
nally British  subjects  shall  have  resided  five  years  in 
the  United  States,  and  been  formally  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  citizens  according  to  our  laws." 

I  pass  over  the  intermediate  correspondence 
on  this  subject  to  the  letter  of  a  man  who  stands 
at   the  bead   of  the   party  called  Federal  in  the 


raent  to  persons  thus  circumstanced.  The  first  ^"''^"  States,  to  whose  intellectual  energy  no 
great  duly  is  that  of  protecting  their  person^  P^^'f^  ^*°  ""  justice;  whose  authority  will  not 
There  is  no  escaping  from  the  force  of  this  obli-  ^^,  "'^P^'^d  by  a  parly  who  feel  and  acknowl- 
gation  without  disgrace.  The  impressment  of  ,  f  .p  |l'll"P^.^'°^  *"".*)."*'"/"''•  ^"  ^^^  ^^"^^  '° 
seamen  was  specially  slated  as  cause  of  war,  not 


to  swell  the  list  of  imaginary  grievances,  not  to 
blacken  the  character  of  our  adversary,  as  has 
been  suggested  here,  but  as  a  ground  of  serious 
coraplaiut,  a  practice  affecting  the  vital  principle 
of  independence.  The  doctrines  contended  for 
by  ihe  Government  have  been  called  novel  doc- 
trines, and  to  deeply  damn  them  they  have  been 
called  French  doctrines.  It  is  said  that  the  idea 
of  France  that  a  vessel  is  a  floating  colony  is 
adopted  here.  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee 
by  an  attempt  to  show  that  this  doctrine  is  not  of 
the  present  day,  or  to  express  ray  contempt  for 
this  or  any  other  instance  of  our  exertion  to  ex- 
cite prejudice,  when  reason  only  ought  to  be  ad- 
dressed. But  I  will  show  that  this  doctrine  is  as 
old  as  the  Government  of  our  country.  The 
first  President,  whose  name  1  cannot  pronounce 
without  reverence.  General  Washington,  con- 
tended for  the  doctrine  that  the  flag  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  cover  and  protect  all  those  who 
sailed  under  it,  wilh  the  exception  of  enemy  sol- 
diers or  deserters.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1792,  under 
the  direction  of  the  purest  and  most  virtuous 
Chief  Magistrate  ever  given  by  a  kind  Provi- 
dence to  a  grateful  nation,  writes  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Pinckney — "  The  simplest  rule  will  be,  that  the  ;  for  these  French  abominations.     Living,  he  did 


Mr.   King  of  the  20th   of  September.  18CM3,  the 
Chief  Justice,  then  Secretary  of  State,  says: 

"The  impressment  of  our  seamen  is  an  injury  of 
very  serious  magnitude,  which  deeply  affecU  the  feel- 
ings and  honor  of  the  nation."'  'The  right  to  im- 
press those  who  were  British  subjects  has  been  assert- 
ed, and  the  right  to  imprest;  those  of  every  other  nation 
has  not  been  disclaimed ;  neither  the  one  practice  or 
the  other  can  be  justified." 

"  The  United  Stales  require  positively  that  their 
seamen,  who  are  not  British  subjects,  whether  born  m 
America  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  exempt  from  impress- 
ment." 

"The  cas«  of  British  subjects,  whether  naturalized 
or  not,  is  more  questionable  ;  but  the  right  to  impress 
them  is  denied.  The  practice  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment itself  may  certainly,  in  a  controversy  with  that 
Government,  be  relied  on.  The  privilege  it  claims 
and  exercises  ought  to  be  ceded  to  others.  To  deny 
this,  would  be  to  deny  the  equality  of  nations,  and  to 
make  it  a  question  of  power,  and  not  of  right." 

These  are  the  doctrines  of  former  limes,  and 
nothing  further  has  been  claimed  by  the  present 
Administration.  Revile  your  Chief  Justice  ; 
abuse  former  Administrations  for  these  attempted 
innovations  of  the  law  of  nations;  go  to  the 
tomb  of  Washington  and  upbraid  his  sacred  ashes 


vessel  being  American  shall  be  evidence  that  the 
seamen  on  board  her  are  such."  The  same  rule, 
almost  in  ihe  same  words,  is  suggested  to  ,Mr. 
King  in  1796,  with  ihisaddilion,  ihat  "  humanity 
IJlli  Co.N.  2d  Slss.— 51 


not  escape  the  charge  of  French  influence;  why 
should  he  be  spart-d  when  dead  ?  You  cannot 
upbraid  the  present  Adminislratioa  for  these 
claims,  without  including   in  your  reprobation 
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It  is  said  that  the    the  waters  and  harbors  of  the  United   States." 
gpressrrij-nt  of  owr  seamen  was  not  of  itself  suf-    This,  and    this   only,   was    his   errand.      Ample 

atonement  had  already  been  made  by  the  repeal 


iuent  cafcse  of  War.  I  do  not  pretend  to  assert 
^^at  war  "i-ould  have  been  declared  had  this  been 
he  only  .^use,  bat  that  it  would  have  justi6ed 
|\e  declat^tion  cannot  be  questioned.  A  practice 
•hich  pt^duces  injuries  of  known  magnitude, 
lich  deeply  afflicts  the  feelings  and  the  honor 
#f  the  naijon.  is  certainly  justifiable  cause  of  war. 
fjiis  warJmay  hjjve  been  impolitic  and  prema- 
re  in  it^  declaration,  from  the  want  of  prepara- 
lin  or  aiiv  other  cause,  but  no  one  can  shelter 
*if  oppo*  ition  to  any  measure  necessary  for  its 
trosecuti|n,  undef  the  plea  of  its  injustice,  with- 
Jijt  forfeiiing  his  claims  to  public  respect 


for  all  our  injuries  of  every  description  and  char- 
acter. Nothing  further  was  or  could  be  expected, 
and  this  is  the  glorious  opportunity  lost  by  the 
Administration  ;  this  is  what  is  called  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in  their  celebrated 
remonstrance,  the  signal  proof  of  the  good  faith 
and  disposition  to  peace  of  the  British  nation. 
But  this  repeal  was  not  even  a  compliance  with 
the  promise  of  her  Ministry.  They  promised  aa 
absolute  revocation  of  their  Orders  in  Council 
whenever  the  decrees  were,  by  an  authentic  act 
of  the    French    Government,   publicly    promul- 


I^The  sejond  ground  of  excuse  or  justification  {  gated,    repealed.     When    this  authentic    act   on 
ykd  is.  nJiat  it  Was  unjust  to  continue  the  war  \  the  part  of  the  French  Government,  which  had 
^4er  the  Jepeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  allet»ed 
f'l 


li'ihave  h^en  ihe  only  cau^e  of  irar.     Thisallega  , ^ 

i^iyn  is  dejiied.     These  orders  were  not  the  only  |  promise  by  a  repea' 
lliriise  of -far.     Without  attempting  to  show  the    effect  in  the  Aujrus 


pi  icy  aoji  n 
lupute,   ^  wi 


necessity  of  settling  all  the  points  of 
ill  examine  how  far  Great  Britain 
hibitedja  disposition  to  do  us  justice  in  her  act 
I'repeal.t  An  intjlifferent  spectator  of  such  a  con- 
esl  between  two  nations,  when  told  that  the  in- 
juring pa.ty  had  given  the  strongest  proof  of  her 
"  ood  faiiji  and  love  of  peace,  would  conclude 
bat  the  i^^justice  complained  of  had  ceased  ;  that 
Niple  security  was  provided  against  a  repetition 
r  the  injury,  anc  remuneration  for  that  already 
nflicted  vas  offei'ed  or  made.  How  is  the  fact  ? 
he  veryfact  of  repeal  asserts  the  justice  of  the 
System;  ijnsi.«:s  upon  the  right  of  again  resorting 
o  it  if  niicessary  ;  aQects  to  confer  a  favor  by  its 
uspensicji  of  abandonment.  Where  was  the  se- 
lurity  agninst  future  and  similar  agijressions? 
Vhere  ^.ys  the  rrmuneration  for  the  millions  of 


been  shamefully  withheld  or  fraudulently  ante- 
dated, was  promulgated,  they  comply  with  their 

in  June,  which  was  to  take 
t  succeeding.     What  was  the 


reason  of  this 


fh 


•tice ;  of 


V.mericat 
s  dro 


procrastination   to  do 
this  violation  of  their  engagement  ?    The  events 
'  which  have  since  occurred  in  the  North  of  Eu- 
!  rope  point  with  unerring  certainty  to  the  cause. 
:  France  and  Russia  were  disputing  about  the  con- 
tinuance  of  the  continental  system.     The    De- 
I  liverer  had  not   yet  determined  to  deliver   him- 
!  self  from   the  iron  grasp  of  the   Imperial  Corsi- 
|can;  he  had  not  yet  resolved  '•  to  set  his  crown 
;  upon  a   cast  and  stand    the  hazard   of  the  die;" 
!  before    August    these    facts   were    to   be   ascer- 
tained.    Is  It  a  strained  or  unfair  conclusion  to 
I  draw  from    these    premises    that    these    circum- 
stances were  hoped  fur?     If  they   occurred,  the 
system  could  be  continued  ;  if  they  did  not  hap- 
pen, it  was  to  be  suffered  to  here  expire. 


The  Administration  of  this  country,  which  has 
icai*  property  poured  into  the  royal  coffers    been  represented  as  plunging  the  nation  unneces- 
its,|t  the  A(»miralty?    Will  it  be  pretended    sarily  into  this  war;  which  is  represented  as  seek- 
hai    this  remuneration  is   not   to  be  expected?;  ing  tor  unauthorized   excuses  for  continuing  it, 
'."gentlemen  Who  rave  about  the  millions  im-  I  overlooked  all  these  evidences  of  mjuMice,  and 


herially  jjlundeied   from  us   by   France,  quietly 
>urrenderHo  Great    Britain   the   royal    portions 
irjiich   hr,  ve   been  most  iniquitously  condemned 
her  C  lurts  of  Admiralty?     They  ask  at  the 
^iinds  of  ^he  Administration  an  account  of  the 
••lopertv  teized  under  the  decree  of  Berlin.  .Mi- 
lan, and   Hambouillet.     The  Administration  de- 


r 

Wvo\ 
l^a 


od  restoration  from  France,  and  this  demand 
uld  haj-e  been  fnade.  although  her  banners  had 

<>aied  ov^r  prostrate  Russia,  although  her  impe- 
\i't\  eaglei  had  been  planted  on  the  walls  of  St. 
i^l-tersbue^.     Welook  for  the  same  justice  from 

•4th  thesi* nations.     Perhaps  the  Minister.  Admi- 

al  Warrrjn,  was  rested  wiih  full  powers  to  sup- 

ly  these  ;^eficien(^ies;— he  who  came  to  heal  our 

iyisionsjtto  afford   our  Government  a  glorious 

I>portun.jy  of  stopping   the  effusion  of'human 

[ood.     lif!  came  to  inform  us  that  the  Orders  in 

'f-uncil  ijere  repealed;  to  propose  an  armistice. 

r-accept^JI.  was  he  to  arrange  the  subjects  of  dis-  !  man  from  Connecticut,  (.Mr.  Pitkin.)  add^essin 

t,Me  betvjeen  the  two  nations?     Nothing  like  it.    you  on  this  subject,  has  said  that  the  hirrh  claim 
.  Lo  arrange  with  the  Secretary  of  State  "  as  to       "    "      ~  ° 

.\t:£  revodjiion  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the 
VCtomercf^and  ships  of  war  of  Great  Britain  from 


considered  the  overture  of  Admiral  Warren  as 
made  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and  by  a  Minister 
having  full  power  to  arrange  all  the  matters  in 
controversy.  They  did  not  demand,  as  has  been 
represented  here,  the  abandonment  of  the  right 
of  impressment  as  a  preliminary  to  negotiation  ; 
they  demanded  the  suspension  of  the  practice 
during  the  proposed  cessation  of  hostilities.  This 
was.  to  be  sure,  a  most  outrageous  and  unjusti- 
fiable demand.  The  war  which  prevented  this 
practice  was  to  cease,  and  this  practice  was  to  be 
resumed  and  exercised,  because  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  to  cease  in  August,  if  it  pleased 
the  Prince  Regent.  Yet  this  demand  is  consid- 
ered as  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  bad  faith  of 
our  rulers,  and  their  disposition  to  feast  on  the 
bloody  banquet,  by  tho>e  who  see  in  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  signal  proofs  of  her  good  faith 
and  disposition  to  peace.     An  honorable  gentle- 


I 

I 


-  „  ms 

ol  the  Government  are  now  abandoned  now  the 
matter  is  to  be  arranged.  By  an  arrangement, 
the  gentleman  understands  the  rights  contended 


. 


1605 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1606 


February,  1814. 


7%«  Loan  Bill. 


H.  or  R, 


for  are  surrendered.  This  is  certainly  a  new  dis- 
covery in  the  diplomatic  science.  Heretofore,  I 
had  understood,  that  whenever  the  rights  or  the 
claims  of  independent  nations  clashed,  the  only 
mode  was  an  arrangement,  which  was  understood 
to  give  to  each  the  rights  it  respectively  cl.iimed. 
or  such  a  relaxation  on  each  side  as  to  prevent 


citizens,  whether  native  or  naturalized,  their  secu- 
rity must  be  stipulated,  or  we  quit  the  field  with 
a  wound  incurable,  for  it  affixes  a  stigma  on  the 
national  honor. 

There  are  other  objections  urged,  not  particu- 
larly applicable  to  this  loan,  but  to  all  others  the 
Government    may   require.     A  gentleman   from 


future  collisions  in   their  exercise.    It  seems  the  I  Virginia  (Mr.  Sheffey)  has  taken  infinite  pains 
superior  experience  of  the  gentjeman  hasdiscov-  j  to  prove  the  incapacity  of  the  people  to  lend:  his 

"       '  whole  argument  turned  upon  the  supposed  want 

of  circulating  medium.  I  do  not  pretend  lo  ac- 
curate information  on  the  subject  of  the  financial 
concerns  of  my  own  country,  much  less  of  those 
of  other  nations.  But  this  doctrine  is  contrary 
to  what  I  understand  to  be  well-founded  opinions 
upon  this  subject.  The  experience  of  Great  Brit- 
ain is,  however,  conclusive  against  the  soundness 
of  his  assumed  position.  Her  loans  havequadru- 
pled  the  amount  of  her  circulating  medium,  and 
yet  no  difficulty  has  ever  occurred  to  prevent  them 
from  beinj  obtained.    Two  tacts  to  which  the  gen- 


ered  that  this  is  not  the  effect.  But  if  an  arrange- 
ment is  a  surrender  of  right,  and  such  an  arrange- 
ment is  made.  Great  Britain,  a  party  to  it,  must 
abandon  her  claims;  and  this,  we  are  told,  will 
never  be  done.  In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  to 
Admiral  Warren,  which  has  been  frequently  quo- 
ted as  affording  evidence  of  the  desire  of  the 
Administration  to  continue  tlie  war,  tins  cabalis- 
tic word  arrangement,  which  it  seems  is  synony- 
mous with  abandonment  of  our  claims,  is  used, 
and  the  basis  upon  which  it  can  be  made  is  sug- 


gested 

Either  the  Administration  was  then  prepared  tleman  referred  in  support  of  his  doctrines,  I  must 
to  abandon  a  right  for  the  sake  of  peace,  or  they  beg  leave  to  controvert.  In  the  first,  there  is  a 
are  not  yet  prepared  to  surrender  it.     I  leave  the  j  fatal  mistake  in  the  statement;  in  the  second,  the 

ccjnclusion  drawn  from  its  existence  is  fallacious. 
We  have  been  informed  that  the  slaveholders  of 


choice  to  those  who  have  involved  themselves 
in  the  contradiction  of  such  unwarranted  asser- 
tions. The  conduct  of  the  Administration  has 
been  uniform  and  consistent.  They  asked  of 
Admiral  Warren  what  is  still  asked  at  the  hands 
of  the  British  Government;  what  must  be  granted 
at  the  risk  encountered  of  continuing  the  contest 
for  one  hundred  years. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  last  and  most  extraor- 


Georgia  have  no  money  to  lend,  or  no  doubt  it 
would  have  been  advanced  for  the  support  of  this 
righteous  and  necessary  war.  I  might  be  excused 
for  some  remarks  upon  this  sneer  of  the  Represen- 
tative of  blaveholders  upon  the  people  by  whose 
kindness  I  liave  the  honor  to  address  you  on  this 
floor;  but,  in  truth,  such  feeble  attempts  at  sever- 


dinary  gmund  assumed  by  the  minority— the  im-  j  ity,  if  they  ever  deserved  notice,  have  long  since 
u  I  ...    r  .,       ..  .  .  lost  their  claims  to  distinction  by  hackneyed  use. 

The  people  of  Georgia  are  firmly  convinced  of 
the  justice,  the  necesssity,  and  the  policy  of  the 
war,  and  they  have  proved  their  devotion  to  its 
principles  by  advancing  their  treasure  and  shed- 
ding their  blood.     It  is   in  vain  to  say  that  the 


practicability  of  attaining  the  objects  of  the  con 
test.  These  objects  are  the  preservation  of  the 
property  and  persons  of  American  citizens  from 
unjust  violation  on  the  common  highway  of  na- 
tions. And  is  it  seriously  asserted  that  this  can- 
not be  effected  ?     If  we  are.  indeed,  so  weak  and  ,        „  ._ 

worthless  as  not  to  be  able  to  protect  our  citizens  j  money  loaned  in  Georgia  was  loaned  by'the  banks, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  these  fundamental  rights.  The  stock  of  the  banks  is  the  property  of  the  citi 
let  the  fact  be  proved  by  experience,  and  the  peo-  |  zens— the  loan  subscribed  is  paid  with  theirmoney 
nle  will  apply  the  remedy.     The  Declaration  of  |  and  for  their  use.     They  have  more  to  be  applied 


Independence  will  be  torn  to  atoms,  and  its  frag- 
ments scattered  on  the  winds;  the  Constitution, 
the  model  of  perfection  to  human  institutions, 
will  be  reduced  to  ashes  ;  perhaps  from  its  embers 

arise. 


to  the  same  purpose;  and  the  extent  of  their  ex- 
ertions will  be  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  their 
power.  It  is  with  pride  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  member   from  Virginia,  and   all 


a   better  order  of  things  may  arise.     I   have   no  i  others,  to  the  contrast  exhibited   b'y  the  conduct 
apprehension  on   this  subject;  our  demands,  to  i  of  the  people  of  Georgia  and  that  of  their  North 


the  extent  to  which  the  Administration  are  bound 
to  go,  will  bo  granted  whenever  it  is  the  interest 
of  our  enemy  to  quit  the  contest;  whenever  it  is 
shown  that  the  hopes  of  division  in  our  country 
are  delusive.  On  that  part  of  the  dispute  which 
relates  to  impressment,  we  are  informed  that 
Great  Britain  cannot  yield  to  our  demands  with- 
out endangering  her  existence.  Her  existence 
does  not  depend,  I  presume,  upon  the  practice 
of  impressing  our  seamen;  and  we  have,  at  all 
times,  been  ready  to  take  away  the  excuse  for  its 
continuance,  by  refusing  to  employ  British  sub- 
jects. Peace  can  be  concluded  without  surren- 
dering or  jeopardizing  their  interest  or  ours.  It 
IS  indifferent  what  the  arrangement  may  be  with 
regard  to  foreigners  ;  but  with  regard  to  our  own 


em  brethren,  who  are  not  slaveholders.  When 
called  upon  to  perform  military  services,  they 
were  not  stopped  by  an  imaginary  line  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty.  No  Chinese  wall  was 
interposed  by  prejudice  and  policy  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  object.  They  did  not  stop 
with  an  enemy  in  view,  to  settle,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  dishonorable  /ears,  the  limits  of  their 
Constitutional  obedience.  The  other  fact  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  is  taken  from  Virginia. 
It  is  that  the  State  Legislature  have  been  obliged 
to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  an  inducement  to  the  postponement  of 
the  payment  of  the  debt  due  by  the  State  to  the 
Bank.  From  th^  peremptory  call  of  the  Bank 
upon  the  Legislature  for  the  payment  of  the  debt 
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r&l  the  sf|bspque«t  arrangemeDt.  the  conclusion 

.«rawn,'^hai   the  Bank  will   not   be  able  to  ad- 

ifcce   natiney  to    the   General    Government.     I 

(Tjuld  assjil"  the  increase  of  the  capital  slock  will 

ot  increiifee  the  capacity  to  make  lonns  either  to 

^e  State /Government  or  to  the  United  States? 

lot  can  if  be  possible  that  the  gentleman  should 

4ve    ovpj(louked    the    inextricable    difficulty    in 

,'hich  he-s  invoked?     There  is  capital  enough 

I'Virgimn — thert*  is  capital   to  be  employed    in 

LiaDufaci)|res — there  is  capital  waiting  to  be  em- 

vl^yed   it.\commerce  when   a  change  of  circum- 

itainces  will  perrajt;  but  there  is  no  capital  to  be 

|i5ployed;in  loacjs  to  Government!     Even,  ac- 

c/ding  tcjhis  owii  opinions,  if  the  loan  is  not  sub- 

cjjibed,  iriwiU   not  be  for  the  want  of  the  neces- 

ajy  capiijl.     A  £»entleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 

I#N80N,>perceiv»ing  the  dangerous  ground  upon 

r^ich   thii    arguroent   would    place  the   Opposi- 

on,  has  jenied  that  there  is  want  of  the  means 

f  making  loans,  but  that  this  loan  cannot  be  had 

(jm   the  Jtivant  of  faith  in  the  Government — the 

liblic  credit  is  destroyed.     fMr.  H.  explained  his 

b*5crvatit;jns — he  ^id  not  say  that  the  public  credit 

vis  destroyed,  but  that  the  public  faith  had  been 

iylated  ;  f  hat  thr  measures  pursued    by  the  Ad- 

i»nistrat|fcn  would,  if  continued,  destroy  the  pub- 

iq  credit  J    I  hav<r  no  desire  to  mi-state  the  argu- 

ii^nt;  noj  do  I  perceive  very  clearly  the  differ- 

JDlce  in  it  j  force  or  application,  as  stated   by  me, 

'rjexplaiiVd  by  himself.     If  the  public  faith  has 

>eien  vioU'^ed,  ihepublic  credit  must  be  impaired. 

fit  is  th(c;  tendency  of  a  system  of  measures  to 

f^troy  jjiblic   credit,   the   work    of  destruction 


(ira 


men  J-s  with  the  birth  of  the  syslen^  The 
.  ptora  ,  of  decay  are  no  doubt  immediately 
''iible.  yime  ankJ  experience,  the  best  possible 
rjteria  q  the  correctness  of  financial  theory, 
i%ve  alrf^idy  shown  the  fallacy  of  similar  opin- 
ajis,  and  to  the  same  unerring  test  I  arn  willing 
Deleave  |ie  decision  of  this  dispute.  The  year 
«|uch  is  low  rolling  rapidly  over  us  will  not  pass 
kvjthout  rijain  cortvincing  gentlemen  of  the  lolly 
I'P  their  p,^diclion— even  though,  in  the  true  spirit 
>(f  moder'j  prophecy,  all  their  power  should  again 
>«f  exerted  to  produce  their  fulfilment. 

iBut  whjy  is  thu  formidable  opposition  made  to 

IMS  bill  ?f  If  the  object  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is 

^lead  leBer.     The  supreme  wish  of  the  genlle- 

,ip  Willie  accotiiplished.     The  Administration 

ivijl  be  eijbarrassijd.     A  peace  dictated  by  Great 

lijiiain   viill   be  she  consequence.     The  victim. 

IK'und  ha  jd  and  Tpot,  will  be  placed  on  the  altar' 

^i|d  Ore**  Briiaip  will  no  doubt,  with  her  usual 

•^'ignanit^iiy.  ustr   the  knife   of  sacrifice,  in    the 

inions  (if  the  minority,   to  cut  the   cords   by 

|«|iich  thq  victim  is  confined— in  ours,  to  shed  its 

l^od  as  4  propitiatory  offering  to  the  god  of  her 

!5)Iatry.  ; 

.In  ober^ence  to  the  fashion  of  this  Hall,  I  will 
_ridulge  thyself  in  some  concluding  observations 
Pit  the  nature  of  the  opposition  to  the  present  sy«- 
fl«m  pursfied  by  \he  Government.  The  ri<Tht  of 
|D|'posiiio.|  ,n  our  country  is  holv.  Every  man 
J4ho  doe*J,iot  violate  the  Constitution  or  the  laws 
v|  '"«  jiijge  of  i5ie  moral  propriety  of  his  own 

I       I 


conduct.  lam  no  casuist, capable  of  ascertaining 
the  depravity  or  correctness  of  human  conduct 
by  a  nicely  graduated  scale  of  moral  proportions. 
Attempts  of  this  kind  if  not  improper  are  at  least 
useless.  I  shall  not  therefore  trouble  you  with 
any  remarks  upon  moral  treason,  or  the  warmlh 
which  an  attempt  at  its  definition  has  produced. 
All  opposition  in  free  Governments  has  for  its 
end  a  change  of  public  opinion,  and  by  this  means 
a  transfer  of  the  power,  which  is  dependent  upon 
it,  from  ihe  hands  of  the  incumbents  to  the  prin- 
cipal agents  opposed  to  their  system.  The  ob- 
ject is  honorable — the  end  to  be  accomplished 
noble.  What  can  be  more  honorable  than  to 
guide  and  direct  public  opinion — what  more  noble 
than  the  enjoyment  of  the  confidence,  the  gui- 
dance of  the  destinies  of  a  free  and  virtuous  peo- 
ple !  But  the  importance  and  greatness  of  the 
object  does  not  justify  every  means  of  obtaining 
it.  Like  all  other  human  pursuits,  its  character 
is  fixed  by  the  manner  in  which^t  is  conducted. 
Have  the  means  used  by  the  minority  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war  been  worthy  of  their 
object — have  they  been  virtuous  or  vicious?  I 
appeal  to  the  facts  upon  record,  and  leave  the  de- 
cision to  the  people  whose  judgment  is  to  be  final. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Webster)  has  said,  that  the  minority  know 
the  limits  of  Constitutional  opposition — beyond 
these  they  will  not  travel — up  to  them  ihey  will 
march  fearlessly.  "They  are  not  of  a  school  in 
'  which  insurrection  is  taught  as  a  virtue.  They 
'  will  not  seek  promotion  through  the  paths  of 
■  sedition,  nor  qualify  themselves  to  serve  their 
'  country  in  any  of  the  high  departments  of  its 
•  Government,  by  making  rebellion  the  first  ele- 
'  ment  of  their  political  science."  I  admire  the 
manliness  of  the  sentiment,  and  the  beauty  of  the 
language  in  which  it  is  expressed.  The  one  is  a 
proof  of  the  strength  of  his  understanding — the 
other  of  the  purity  of  his  taste.  But  how  is  this 
declaration  to  be  reconciled  to  other  remarks 
which  have  been  expressed  here?  We  have 
been  amused  with  critical  dissertations  upon  the 
strength  of  the  Eastern  States — upon  their  ab- 
horrence of  oppression.  Custom-houses  and  cus- 
tom-house oflScers  have  been  threatened  with 
destruction.  Is  physical  strength  to  settle  the 
great  Constitutional  questions  which  have  been 
raised  in  the  present  day  ?  The  offices  and  offi- 
cers created  and  appointed  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities, can  only  be  put  down  by  the  point  of 
the  bayonet!  Gentlemen  say  they  do  not  ad- 
vise the  people  to  pursue  this  course.  They  only 
tell  them  such  a  course  would  be  justifiable. 
They  do  not  recommend  the  recurrence  to  force, 
but  they  say,  if  the  Constitution  is  violated,  such 
force  is  proper  and  necessary.  And  we  have  been 
told  more  than  once,  that  we  have  violated  the 
Constitution  and  oppressed  the  people  of  the  East. 
Such  doctrines  are  not  recon-ilable  with  the 
opinions  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire; 
whatever  may  be  his  case,  some  of  the  party  of 
which  he  is  a  member  are  willing  to  make  rebel- 
lion, if  not  the  first,  at  least  one  of  the  elements 
of  their  political  science.     What  has  become  of 
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that  Judiciary  heretofore  considered  the  safeguard 
of  the  Constitutional  rights  of  the  people — the 
check  upon  Legislative  usurpations?  Are  its 
members  changed — have  they  become  time  ser- 
vers and  sycophants  to  the  dominant  party — do 
they  fear  the  responsibility  of  deciding  on  such 
important  questions?  The  members  ol  the  court 
are  not  changed.  The  idol  of  the  Opposition  is 
still  head  of  the  judicial  tribunals.  The  judges 
are  not  tremblers  or  lime  servers.  That  court 
which  on  a  question  of  mere  jurisdiction  travelled 
out  of  ihe  record  to  express  an  opinion  against 
the  Administration  of  iheircounlry,  will  court  the 
responsibility  of  pronouncing  judgment  against 
them,  if  they  are  not  forbidden  by  principles  loo 
strong  to  be  reasoned  down. 

It  IS  impossible  to  leave  this  subject  without 
adverting  to  the  conduct  of  a  portion  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts,  the  direct  tendency 
of  which  has  been  to  lead  to  a  separation  of  the 
Union.  Infiammalory  resolutions,  violent  com- 
plaints of  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  the 
General  Government  have  been  heaped  upon 
each  other,  to  stimulate  public  prejudice,  to  pre- 
pare the  public  mind  for  stronger  and  more  de- 
cided steps.  Think  not,  sir,  I  advert  to  these 
things  from  any  apprehension  that  these  schemes 
will  be  effectual.  I  mention  them  to  express  my 
profound  contempt  for  their  impotent  madness. 

The  leaders  of  these  factious  spirits  are  pre- 
vented from  carrying  their  wishes  fully  iolo  op- 
eration by  two  powerful  divinities — interest  and 
fear.  The  love  of  the  Union  is  yet  sufficiently 
strong,  in  defiance  of  artifice  and  falsehood,  to 
strike  down  the  ruffian  who  dares  to  lift  his 
sacrilegious  band  against  the  Constitution  by 
which  that  Union  is  to  be  perpetuated — the  love 
of  the  Union  among  the  people  of  the  East  them- 
selves. These  infatuated  leaders  have  not  the 
nerve  to  carry  into  execution  iheir  mad  designs. 
He  who  cowers  under  the  falcon  eye  of  an  indig- 
nant adversary,  will  not  court  the  fiery  glanceof 
angry  sieel. 

But  if  there  is  to  be  found  a  leader  who  to  the 
necessary  corruption,  and  to  deadly  ambition, 
adds  the  nerve  requisite  to  perform  '•  the  first- 
lings of  his  heart;"  if  by  his  influence  madmen 
enough  should  enlist  under  his  banners,  the  eye 
of  reason  can  look  fearlessly  beyond  the  imme- 
diate consequences  to  the  final  result.  That  re- 
sult is  not  dubious.  The  elements  of  society 
may  be  set  in  motion,  may  mingle  in  dreadful 
strife  ;  the  earlh  may  rock  lo  its  deep  foundations, 
but  not  one  stone  of  the  fabric  of  our  Government 
will  be  shaken  from  its  place.  Dreadful  will  be 
the  consequences — horrible  the  scenes  which  will 
probably  ensue.  The  fairest  region  of  our  coun- 
try may  become  a  ''  desert  wild."  The  poor  man's 
cottage  and  the  rich  man's  palace  may  together 
be  crumbled  to  dust.  The  blood  of  the  innocent 
and  the  guilty,  of  the  recreant  and  the  brave,  may 
mingle  in  one  common  stream — but  one  conso- 
lation is  still  left  to  virtue;  those  who  raised  the 
tempest  will  be  the  first  victims  of  iis  fury. 

When  Mr.  Forsvth   had  concluded — 

Mr.  RoBERTaoN  spoke  as  follows:  Mr.  Chair- 


man, I  arn  not  surprised  at  the  reluctance  of  gen- 
tlemen to  lake  the  floor.  I  feel  sensibly  the  ef- 
fects of  my  own  temerity.  But  if,  after  the  elo- 
quent address  of  ray  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forsyth)  I  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain 
the  attention  ol  the  Committee,  I  promise  for  no 

freat  length  of  time  to  trespass  on  their  patience, 
ndeed,  I  am  not  desirous  of  making  a  longspeech; 
I  am  not  ambitious  of  that  fame  which  is  to  be 
acquired  '•  by  holding  out  to  tire  each  otherdown." 
Aud  if  the  opinion  of  Swift  be  correct,  that  we 
speak  with  facility  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the  pau- 
city of  our  ideas,  then  is  there  little  credit  to  be 
gained  by  haranguing — 

"  From  morn  to  noon,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve— 
A  Summer's  day." 
Various  and  diffuse  have  been  the  subjects  pre- 
sented to  our  view  :  many  of  them  foreign  to  the 
question  under  consideration,  but  all,  diversified 
as  they  have  been  by  ingenuity,  and  animated  by 
declamation,  of  great  interest  and  importance.     I 
do  not  object  to  this  excursive  examination — ic 
has  high  and  ancient  auihority.     Homer  proposed 
to  sing  Achilles's  wrath,  and  he  gave  us  the  tea 
years  siege  of  Troy.     I  will  not,  however,  avail 
myself  of  the  full  extent  of  my  privilege  ;  I  will 
not   pass  over  in  silence  the  subject  which  has 
given  rise  to  this  debate.     It  yields  in  importance 
to  none.     It  concerns  the  honor,  the  existence  of 
the  nation.     It  is  not  my  intention  to  follow  gen- 
tlemen  through  the  mad  and  melancholy  mazes 
of  their  argument,  to  prove  that  funds  ought  not 
to  be  furnished  ;  or  that  the  plan  which  has  been 
recommended   by   the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
.Means,  if  adopted,  would  be  ruinous  to  the  re- 
sources and  credit  of  the  nation.     Is  the  loan  ne- 
cessary, and  cin  it  be  procured  ?     It  is  sufficient, 
in  the  first  place,  to  answer,  that  we  are  at  war ; 
that  war  cannot  be  carried  on  without  money  j  - 
that  money  is  its  sinew.     But  gentlemen  say  that 
war  is  unnecessary.     Such  has  not  been   always 
the  language  of  Federalists.     Previously  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  Congress  was  inun- 
dated with  memorials  from  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  particularly  from  the  East — partic- 
ularly from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut — ex- 
patiating in    indignant    terms,  and    painting   in 
vivid  colors  British  injuries  and  insults  inflicted 
on   our  commerce  and  offences  to  our  flag;  and 
pledging  their  support  to  whatever  measures,  list- 
ening to  their  furious  counsels,  the  Government 
might  be  induced  to  adopt.     Then,  according  to 
the   "sainted  pilgrims,"  the  United  States  were 
niggards  of  blood  and  treasure.     Then  we  were 
told  by  a  celebrated  Jacobin  of  the  East,  who  held 
a  seat  in  this  House,  and  who  employed  himself 
at  that  time,  as  he  does  now,  in  bullying  the  Gov- 
ernment, that   we  ''could  not  be  kicked  into  a 
war."     But  let  us  admit  for  a  moment  that  war 
was  not  unavoidably  commenced  ;  is  it  true,  as 
is  often  asserted,  that  no  wish  is  felt,  no  effort 
made  to  obtain  an  honorable  peace  7     A  slight 
attention  to  facls  will  confute  this  charge.     So 
soon  as  information  was  received  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  Mr.  Russell  was  instructed 
to  propose  an  armistice  on  terms  of  perfect  justice 
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JThis  the  British  Government 

ted  in  a  manner  in  the  highest 

America.     When  the  Empe- 


attack  us?     His  proposition  would  at  least  have 
been  consistent  in  absurdity. 
If,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  slate  of  the  nation  re- 


»«ed  to  i^ose  wijh  the  proposition  of  Admiral 
j^'iarren.  jYes,  i^dmiral  Warren  proposed  an 
*<^istice,  leaving  the  seamen  of  our  country. 
|lfose  rigfss  we  K.'-ok  up  arms  to  secure,  at  the 
1  ffc/cy  of  iubahern  officers   and  drunken  press- 


itui 


and  acceding  to  the 
beg- 


r  efforts  to  obtain  peace  are  treated 
n  I  ^ur  effor  ts  were-  to  avoid  war.     They  are  mis- 

— -""•"•  antt  derided.  The  Russian  media- 
'clared  to  have  been  unauthorized  by 
<*n  monarch.  Mr.  Daschkoff  and  the 
I  :^cutive"abricaL^d  it  to  amuse  and  deceive  the 
1  j^lic!  llhe  correspondence  on  that  subject,  in 
'^  lyespectsjso  honorable  to  our  Government,  lately 
1  iil  beforejihe  world,  has  covered  the  authors  of 
t  t^e  caluranies  with  dismay  and  confusion.  Yes, 
I  i<«accepta|iceof  the  Russian  mediation  met  with 
I  i(|mosl  il-iberal  opposition 
]  t#  proposition  of  the  enem 
f  r^  for  p|ace.  is  striking  our  tlag.  Uentlemen 
V  i4  be  mistaken  in  their  fears  or  their  hopes.  To 
Ije^t  on  lh»  propos<-d  basis  of  '•  the  laws  of  nations 
a  11  Britibl|mariti?ne  rights,"  is  one  and  the  same. 
I  xftain  hajjnaritin^e  rights,and  so  has  every  other 
i    t^pendejit  sovereignty. 

The  haclneyed  charge  of  French  influence  has 
I  '.S°.'"  2  ^yeat  measure  abandoned.  Mr.  Foster. 
\  ittiin  th^  walla  of  Parliament,  where  their 
'  i«ends  if"  Congrjess"  were  spoken  of.  acquits  us 
c  ifiis.  T^c  EmpOror  Alexander,  now  the  theme 
f  ^Federal,  eulogy,  but  doomed  soon  to  become 
t  (*,!>ubjecfiof  their  bitterest  hate,  says,  that  "  tak- 

tig  pleasure  in  (ioing  justice  to  the  wisdom  of 
'  l(e  Gov.trnmenc  of  the  United  States,  he  is 
'  dnvinced?  that  i(  has  done  all  that  it  could  do 
'    -Tprevenfc  this  rupture." 

The  uni.prm  coaduct  of  the  Administration  in 
t|" 
i 
r 


have  met  with  a  principle,  I  dare  say  as  true  as 
any  we  have  heard,  and  infinitely  more  convenient 
and  apposite.  The  celebrated  Htrrenschicand 
lays  it  down  as  a  most  valuable  discovery,  -'that 
'  a  regular  and  constant  increase  in  the  erpendi- 
'  ture  of  the  Government,  is  the  only  true  means 
'  of  insuring  a  constant  progression  in  the  intelli- 
'  gence  and  enjoyment  oi  the  peopie."  The  grand 
secret,  then,  for  increasing  the  happiness  of  the 
people,  is  for  its  rulers  to  spend  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. I  cannot  say  that  I  entirely  agree  in  opin- 
ion with  this  profound  economist,  although  he  is 
announced  to  the  world  by  Arthur  Young  as  one 
of  the  greatest  political  geniuses  of  the  age.  Ail 
I  intend  is.  to  show  that  the  subject  of  finance  is 
intricate;  that  the  greatest  men  are  puzzled,  and 
that  the  gloomy  predictions  and  dull  calculations 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  SnErrcY) 
ought  to  be  listened  to  with  much  doubt  and  cir- 
cumspection. For  my  own  iiart,  when  I  reflect 
on  the  never  failing  series  of  wars  which  have 
convulsed  the  world,  I  have  been  led  to  suspect 
that  if  greater  diflSculties  existed  to  the  procure- 
ment of  money  than  is  generally  experienced, 
mankind  would  have  no  cause  to  lament  the  cir- 
cumstanv.e.  But  when  I  perceive  that  the  worst 
governments,  for  the  worst  purposes,  have  been 
enabled  to  prosecute  never  ending  and  expensive 
contentions,  I  feel  encouraged  to  believe  that  a 
virtuous  government,  for  honorable  purposes,  will 
not  furnish  the  only  example  of  falling  a  sacrifice 


to  its  enemies,  for  wa 


xampi 
nt  of 


means  to  defend  and 


J,i««.  «*«,^,     ----.  —  "-......  o,.„..^^  .,      pv^.c.     iiuw  t-._Nt:  will  our  contracts  Delumiled; 

edays  ol|ihe  prowidest  splendor  of  France,  and    how  pay  the  debts  already  due  ;  how  satisfy  the 
fnose    c      her    Comoarative    denression     alikp     rlaim«  nf   th..   A,r^„    ti.«    v -r      * >   .t 


support  its  rights. 

But  gentlemen  oppose  the  loan  because  they 
are  anxious  to  preserve  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
nation.  But  the  loan  is  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose.    How  else  will  our  contracts  be  fulfilled; 


)hose  c  her  Comparative  depression,  alike 
njoved  ff^m  obsequious  yielding  or  conlemptu- 
c  i-l^exuhation.  the.  want  of  co-operation,  the  ab- 
j  nJ;eof  alienee  beiween  the  two  nations,  all  give 
t  (^  he  to  this  accusation,  so  often  repeated,  so 
c  ^njstanily  jefutcd  by  facts  and  events. 

^ut  adnftt  for  a  moment,  in  the  face  of  the 
c  ejrest  evidence,  that  the  war  is  unnecessary; 
t  ai  It  is  urjjust;  ttiat  it  originated  in  French  in- 
fi  K^nce  ;  th  it  no  eljforts  have  been  made  to  bring 
i  ti  an  hoijorable  termination — snail  we  not  de° 
f  D^  ourseljes  ?  Shall  we  abandon  the  country  ? 
I  Jot  England  at  war  with  us  ?  And  ought  not 
'  lei  honor^'ble  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
HfFFEY)|'ho  proposed  that  we  should  proclaim 
H  It  was  Jioi  our  intention  to  attack  the  enemy, 
5i  to  hav*  provi<»ed  that  the  enemy  should  not 


claims  of  the  Army,  the  Navy?  Aware  of  the 
inconsistency  in  which  they  are  involved,  they 
contend  that  the  majority  wiil  sacrifice  the  faith  of 
the  public,  rather  than  hazard  their  popularity  by 
finding  ways  and  means  to  pay  the  debt  they  con- 
tract. This  doctrine  was  not  for  the  first  time 
broached  in  the  House.  A  gentleman  now  be- 
fore me.  (Mr.  Pickering,)  in  essays  under  the 
signature  of  hi>  name,  contended  for  the  truth  of 
the  same  principle  ;  this  was  done  to  prevent  in- 
dividuals from  advancing  their  money  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; not  satisfied  with  this  he  said,  that  if 
the  party  to  which  he  belonged  got  into  power, 
the  creditors  of  the  nation  could  with  no  propriety 
expect  payment  of  their  demands,  as  the  debt  had 
been  contracted  in  consequence  of  their  advanc- 
ing money  to  prosecute  a  war  denounced  by  the 
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Federalists  as  cruel,  unjust,  unnecessary.  The  '  administration  there  was  not  expended  on  the 
gentleman  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  speak  for  him-  Navy  of  the  United  Slates  one  million  of  dollars, 
self  and  his  party;  he  well  understands  their  In  his  Farewell  Address,  which  contains  so  many 
views,  and  does  them  justice.  1  object  to  a  fur-  principles  of  inestimable  value  to  all  who  admire 
ther  extension  of  his  jurisdiction.  It  is,  then,  our  form  of  Government,  he  says  nothing,  not- 
already  avowed,  that  if  he  and  his  friends  are  in-  withstanding  the  wide  scope  of  his  remarks,  in 
trusted  with  the  Government,  the  debts  of  the  regard  to  a  navy.  His  wise  and  prudent  adrnin- 
naiion  will  not  be  paid.  This  principle  strikes  istration  terminated;  tired  with  public  employ- 
at  the  foundations  of  society,  and  it  is  the  open  |  ment  he  retired,  carrying  with  him  the  highest 
avowal  and  unqualified  support  of  doctrines  so  gratitude  of  his  fellow  citizens.  A  new  era  ar- 
monstrous  that  keeps,  and  will,  it  is  devoutly  to  ;  rived  ;  high  notions  of  Executive  power  and  con- 
be  hoped,  forever  keep  them  in  the  same  feeble  sequence  succeeded  ;  extravagant  and  tyrannical 
and  suspected  state  in  which  they  at  present  are  opinions,  which  his  virtuous  example  had  long 
found.  How  different  was  the  course  of  Repub-  repressed,  were  now  avowed;  and  Mr.  Adams 
lican  successors  of  a  Federal  Administration  !  Mr.  under  the  influence  of  bad  men  and  bad  passions' 
Jefferson  iu  coming  into  ofl5ce  found  an  enormous  was  elected  to  the  high  office  of  the  Presidency! 
debt  of  upwards  of  .^0,000  000 ;  much  of  it  had  It  will  not  be  denied  that  his  expenditures  were 
been  contracted  in  the  prosecution  of  measures  great;  they  were  enormous.  In  his  short  career 
highly  disagreeable  to  himself  and  his  political  ;  of  four  years  of  extravagance  and  folly,  upwards 
friends;  most  of  the  evidences  oi  the  debt  had  i  of  l^n  miUons  of  dollars  were  appropriated  to  the 
fallen   into  the  hands  of  his  opponents.     No  dis-    American  marine.     But  we  are  not  to  conclude 


position  was  felt,  no  hint  thrown  out  calculated 
to  excite  alarm;  the  fame  of  the  country  was 
held  too  dear  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  re- 
venge. Ample  means  were  provided  to  satisfy 
the  public  creditors;  under  the  auspices  of  his 
measures,  stock  rapidly  rose,  and   the  complaint 


Irom  this,  that  the  Federal  party  were  actuated 
by  feelings  of  attachment  to  a  navy;  they  were 
governed  by  some  such  motive  as  induced  them 
to  wish  for  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  as  gave 
rise  to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws;  for  when 
about  to  lose  their  much  abused  authority,  on  the 


was,  that  there  was  too  much  promptitude  in  dis-  '*st  day  of  their  political  existence,  ihey  passed  a 
charging  and  cancelling  the  public  obligations,  'aw  reducing  the  Navy  to  thirteen  vessels,  direct- 
The  su>picions  which  gentlemen  have  thought  '  '"g  'hat  but  six  of  these  should  be  kept  in  com- 
fit to  express  are  not  supported  by  adverting  to  i  "™'^s'on,  and  that  the  remainder  should  be  sold 
the  past  ;  they  will  not  be  verified  by  the  future  o""  placed  in  ordinary.  Mr.  Stoddart.  too,  who 
conduct  of  the  Government.  presided  over   that   Department,  when   called  on 

Among  the  various  objections  which  are  urged,  'or  his  opinion,  advised  that  about  Sl.200.000 
we  are  told  that  we  are  not  interested  in  the  in-  |  should  be  actually  appropriated  for  naval  pur- 
juries  which  have  given  rise  to  the  war;  that  poses.  This  then  seems  to  have  been  the  cool 
commerce  and  seamen,  belong  not  to  those  who  !  *"*1  dispassionate  view  of  that  party;  when  they 
affect  to  protect  them;  that  the  Navy  and  all  i  ^^^^^  about  to  resign  unwillingly  the  reins  of 
its  glories  appertain  to  Federalists,     They  forget     Government  into  the  hands  of  their  political  ad- 


that  most  ot  the  Representatives  from  the  cities 
and  Atlantic  coast,  voted  for  the  war;  and  they 
arrogate  claims,  in  regard  to  the  Navy,  to  which 
they  are  not  entitled. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  examine  the  subject. — 


versaries,  all  inducement  to  profusion  had  cea.sed  ; 
the  real  interests  of  the  public  were  then  under- 
stood, and  that  view  was  taken,  by  which,  if  the 
succeeding  Administration  be  tested,  it  will  be 
discovered    that    they  have   overgone    the   limit 


General  Washington,  whose  Administration  was  affixed  by  their  predecessors.  W^ith  what  show 
comparatively  free  from  party,  and  whose  views  i  or  color  of  propriety,  then,  can  the  Republicans 
and  principles  were  very  different  from  those  of  ^  ^^  reproached  with  a  denial  of  the  utility  of  a 
many  by  whom  his  name  is  often  profaned,  was  '  »avy  ;  with  what  show  of  right  can  the  Federal- 
for  years  silent  as  to  a  navy.  In  his  addresses  at  '=>'*  affect  to  monopolize  all  the  glory  which  it 
the  opening  of  each  Congress  that  topic  was  un-  I  has  shed  over  the  country  ?  Bui  it  is  insisted 
noticed.  From  I7S9  to  '94  the  United  States  l^at  the  officers  are  Federal.  I  have  the  happi- 
owned  no  armed  vessels.  The  conduct  of  the  j  oess  to  be  acquainted  with  some  of  them,  some 
Algerines  induced  the  passage  of  an  act  to  author- I  who  have  distinguished  themselves;  others  who 
ize  the  President  to  build  four  'It-gun  frigates,  want  opportunity  so  to  do.  If  they  are  Federal- 
Peace  was  restored  in  the  Spring  of  1795;  the  i  'sts  they  are  Americans;  they  sustain  the  rights 
perishable  materials  which  had  been  provided  of  the  nation;  they  invigorate  the  arm  of  the 
sold,  and  directions  given  to  finish  but  two  of  the  !  Government.  Let  the  Federalists  in  civil  life  or 
44's  and  one  frigate  of  36 ;  this  was  done.  Mr.  '°  civil  office  do  the  same ;  let  them  imitate  their 
Wolcott,  a  Federalist  from  Connecticut,  and  then  !  patriotic  example;  let  them  uphold  with  their 
one  of  the  heads  of  department,  proposed  that  two  ,  voice  what  the  seaman  defends  with  his  arm ;  it 
millions  of  dollars  should  be  appropriated  an- !  will  not  be  objected  to  them  that  they  are  Fed- 
nually  to  military  purposes  and  pensions.  Give  \  eralists,  they  will  share  in  that  glory  which  the 
to  the  Navy  a  fourth  of  this  sum  and  the  encour- '  patriot,  whatever  party  name  he  assume,  never 
agement   which    was    bestowed   on    this  subject  , 'ails  to  enjoy. 

will  be  seen.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  dur-  Ao  honorable  gentleman  from  .Massachusetts, 
ing   the  eight    years   of    General   Washington's    (Mr.  Bigelow.)  not  content  with  the  same  com- 
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lubn  topjis  of  censure,  has.  in  terms  the  most 

l.Qrirnonit  us,  denounced  the  Government  for  tak- 
1^  advafiage,  as  he  says,  of  the  distressed  situ- 
^i#on   of  Bpain   (o  possess   herself  of  her  lerri- 

[  [dries  ;  ((I'geiful  of  the  gratitude  due  for  her  as- 
.litance  i.«  our  time  of  utmost  need — lo.-it  to  all 
,)^ipaihyifor  a  people  engaged  in  a  .vtruggje  as 
jiinorablcjas  our  own  Revolution,  we  have  wrest- 

^■q  from  i^r  our  adjoining  provinces  and  added 
hjem  to  »iur  already  too  extensive  dominions. 
^&.  Cbait|Tian.  I  will  not  sit  silent  and  hear  obser- 
iapionsm^deand  doctrines  advanced  calculated  to 
o|.ult  thejindependence,  and  endanger  the  liberty 
ifjihe  Sia|e  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
<;annot  listen  unmoved  to  sentiments  which  go 
0|replace  Imder  Spanish  vassalage  those  by  whose 
■uJTrages  1;  hold  my  seat  in  this  House.     I  have 

^niother,  am  a  stronger,   but  a  more  general  mo- 

i\ie  for  se'ting  tht  gentleman  right.     It  is  a  wish 
ojrescue  i|he  Government— to  shield  my  country 
rqm  sucli|an   unmerited  aspersion.     Let  me  not 
^e,  misumjerstood;  in   speaking  of  the  Govern- 
liint,  I  dofaot  mej|n  the  Executive.  The  common 
mtfor  of  thi?  minority  renders  this  explanation  ne- 
Jebsary  ;  liey  forget  that  ihey  are  not  in  England; 
(hey   forgt.t  that   this  is  not  the  British  Parlia- 
ent;  thai  our  Government  does  not  hanpWy  re- 
e<nble  that  '•  mo;»t  stupendous  fabric  of  human 
yention.*     There,  the  Executive  is   the  Gov- 
(jr^meni — ^cre,  the  Congress  is  principally   the 
^Jivernmtint ;  the  high  and  elevated  attributes  of 
■J^vernrat^t  belong  to  this  body  ;  our  Constitu- 
i(in.  the  ptide  of  America,  the  reproach  of  the 
vcrld,  makes  the  Legislature  the  ''  mighty  para- 
iiount;"  lis  pre-eminence  is  established,  and  vain 
vfll  be  th^jopen  orsecret  attempts  of  theadvocates 
Of  Execiiiive  supremacy  to  supplant  it.     So  far 
iiitn  the  ^{xeculive  being  the  Government,  I  con- 
it|er  it,  aijwell  a!(  the  Judiciary,  as  infinitely  in- 
^i.ior.      R^ve  they  power  over  the  Legislature  ? 
\.\e  we  ac^werable  to  the  President  or  judges? 
)©  thev  n  )t  rather  act  under  a  dread  responsibil- 
.Y  to  the    lepresentatives  of  the  people  ?  And  so 
^'  pughi  tc  be,  an?iso  it  must  be  ui  all  Republics, 
^e  law-r  «aking  principle  is  essential,  indispen- 
|le.     Tlse  other'  departments  are  inferior,  sub- 
cjt  to  Its  iontrol  |  in  short,  ministerial. 
I3ut   to  {eturn.     The  United   Slates  acquired 
quisiana  ^y  treacy.    Spain  had  previously  trans- 

rrj-ed  tha*  country  by  the  Treaty  of  San  Ilde- 
i;so;  she,  retroceded  it  to  France,  "with  the 
s^me  extejit  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain. 
:ajid  that  jit  had  when  France  possessed  it,  and 
^i^ch  as  it*>houldt>e  after  the  treaties  subsequent- 
Ijl  enleredi  into  between  Spain  and  other  Siaits." 
"t!|is  is  thtjoDly  manner  in  which  the  boundaries 
f/he  country  are  designated.  Let  us  for  a  mo- 
i(int  inqu^e  what  they  are.  The  Government 
f  jLouisiajia  is  declared,  by  the  grant  of  Louis 
£tV,  to  C^ozat  in  the  year  1712,  to  comprise  "'  all 
•'ilie  lands  bounded  by  New  Mexico,  and  by  the 
'a.nds  of  >ie  English  of  Carolina;  all  the  eslab- 
ifhmeots'l ports,  havens,  rivers,  and  principally 
|e  port  ajd  haven  ofihe  Isle  Dauphin,  <tc.,  wiih 
*!'  the  rivers  which  fall  directly  or  indirectly  into 
~  Missi^ippi."   At  this  period  the  French  had 


use 


made  no  settlement  on  the  isJand  of  Orleans;  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  was  founded  in  1717;  they 
had  established  themselves,  since  the  year  1698 
at  I>le  Dauphin,  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Mo- 
bile, and  at  different  places  on  the  main,  from  the 
Perdido  to  the  bay  of  the  St.  Louis  ;  the  Rio  Per- 
dido  divided  Louisiana  from  Florida.  In  1763 
this 'part  of  Louisiana,  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
was  ceded  by  France  to  Great  Britain,  who  by 
the  same  treaty  acquired  Florida  from  Spain. 
By  the  treaty  of^  1783,  England  ceded  all  that  part 
of  the  former  colony  of  Louisiana,  east  of  'the 
Mississippi,  and  the  old  Spanish  colony  of  Flo- 
rida, under  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
to  Spain  ;  and.  as  has  already  been  stated,  by  the 
Treaty  of  San  Ildefonso  in  1800,  Spain  retroceded 
to  France  her  ancient  colony  of  Louisiana,  who, 
in  1803,  transferred  it  to  the  United  States. 

Louisiana  was  retroceded  to  France  "  with  the 
same  extent  that  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,"  and  Spain  then  possessed  the  whole  of 
the  country  which  formerly  constituted  Louisi- 
ana, east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Perdido,  and 
south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  as  established  by 
the  treaty  of  1783. 

Louisiana  was  retroceded.  •'  with  the  same  ex- 
tent it  had  when  France  possessed  it.*'  and  France 
possessed  it  bounded  to  the  east  by  the  Perdido, 
and  never  for  a  day  held  it  with  any  other  bound- 
ary. The  other  expressions  are.  "^uch  as  should 
be  after  the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  be- 
tween Spain  and  other  States."  Now  let  it  be 
remembered  that  Spain  never  made  any  treaty 
concerning  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
that  she  made  no  treaty  affecting  its  eastern  lim- 
its ;  the  only  treaties  which  she  subsequently  en- 
tered into,  are  those  of  1783  with  Great  Briiain, 
and  of  1795  with  the  United  States.  By  the  first 
she  acquired  the  F'loridas,  and  by  the  last  recog- 
nised the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  StatA. 
as  established  by  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
them  and  Great  Briiain. 

The  title,  then,  of  the  United  States  to  Louisi- 
ana, bounded  east  by  the  Perdido,  is  clear.  But 
Spam  thought  fit  to  hold  possession  till  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida.  Americans  by  birth  and  sentiment, 
imitating  the  example  of  their  forefathers  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, rose  on  their  oppressors,  and  drove 
them  from  the  land.  If  excuse  were  ever  neces- 
sary for  breaking  asunder  the  chains  of  slavery, 
they  were  more  excusable  than  their  progenitors ; 
for  England  had  a  right  of  sovereignly,  whilst 
the  possession  of  Spain  was  an  impudent  usur- 
pation. 

The  gentleman  says,  that  he  adverted  to  a  law 
authorizing  the  President,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, to  take  possession  of  East  Florida.  It  is 
sufficient  to  reply,  that  the  circumstances,  if  they 
occurred,  would  have  fully  justified  the  act,  and 
that  the  United  States  have  not  possessed  them- 
selves of  any  part  of  Eist  Florida;  and  what  has 
been  the  consequence  of  our  forbearance  ?  What 
effect  has  been  produced  on  Spain  by  our  mag- 
nanimity ?  1  will  tell  the  genileman.  She  held 
possession  of  a  part  of  the  United  Stales,  from 
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the  year  1783  to  '99,  subjecting  American  citizens 
to  her  tyranny,  and  producing  inextricable  con- 
fusion in  the  disposition  of  lands  to  which  she  had 
no  title.  From  the  year  1803  to  1810  she  retain- 
ed possession  of  West  Florida,  which  belonged  to 
the  United  Slates,  subjecting  the  people  to  greater 
evils  and  more  intolerable  mischiefs  than  those 
which  distinguished  hergovernment  of  ourcoun- 
try,  from  the  31>t  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Yazoo.  Need  I  speak  of  her  efforts 
to  destroy  the  Union,  by  her  attempt  to  bribe  and 
corrupt  the  people  of  the  West;  of  the  insolence 
of  her  Ministers;  of  her  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce ;  of  her  robberies  of  millions  of  American 
Froperty  in  her  ports  and  on  the  high  seas  ?  Shall 
call  your  attention  to  her  more  recent  and  more 
flagitious  conduct  in  setting  the  Indians  on  our 
frontier  inhabitants?  Look  to  the  massacre  of 
Fort  Mims.  I  knew  the  officer  well:  he  was  a 
brave  and  honest  man  ;  he  died  at  his  post,  as  did 
his  gallant  litile  band,  in  vain  efforts  to  protect 
hundreds  of  women  and  children  from  the  flames 
of  the  incendiary  savage,  or  the  worse  horrors  of 


sioners  at  Paris  not  to  insist  on  reparation  for,  as 
an  indispensable  condition  of  a  treaty  then  at- 
tempted to  be  formed?  As  lo  other  objections, 
and,  among  them,  the  destruction  of  the  political 
importance  of  the  Eastern  States  by  the  admis- 
sion of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  it  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  observe,  that  the  Eastern  Stales  had  be- 
fore that  event  lost  their  relative  importance.  la 
the  year  1800  t-hey  were  entitled  to  thirty-five 
Representatives,  while  the  Middle  Slates  were 
entitled  to  fifty,  the  Southern  lo  forty-six,  and  the 
Western  to  ten.  It  is  idle,  ihen,  to  say  that  this 
section  of  the  Union  had  cause  to  apprehend  a 
state  of  things  which  had  already  occuired.  The 
charge,  that  the  Government  has  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  situation  of  Spain  to  possess  itself  of 
her  territories,  is  entirely  unfounded  ;  and  all  its 
measures  connected  with  the  acquisition  of  Lou- 
isiana, exhibit  an  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  and  an  observance  of  tlie  princi- 
ples of  fair  dealing,  which  reflect  equal  credit  on 
its  sagacity  and  honor.  But  if  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman was  desirous  of  arousing  feelings  of  in- 


his  scalping  knife!  And  are  we  to  be  reproached  |  dignaiion  against  national  rapacity,  how  could 
with  injustice  to  this  nation  ?  Where  is  the  cat-  i  he  overlook  the  flagrant  conduct  of  all  the  Powers 
alogue  of  our  offences  ?  But  how  does  it  happen  [  of  Europe,  and  direct  his  efforts  again-sl  his  own 
that  Spain  was  never  an  object  of  Federal  admi-  !  country  alone ;  his  own  country,  the  only  one  on 
ration  till  she  became  the  ally  of  Britain  ?  What  earth  against  which  such  charges  could  not  with 
was  the  language  of  gentlemen  a  few  years  ago,  j  propriety  be  made?  I  do  thank  my  God,  that  the 
when  the  right  of  deposite  was  refused,  and  the  |  United  Slates  have  never  violated  that  justice, 
port  of  New  Orleans  closed  against  us  by  an  un- |  that   moral   sense,   which   are   the   strength   and 


authorized  act  of  the  Intendant?  Propositions 
were  made  in  the  Senate,  and  supported  by  Fed- 
eralists throughout  the  nation,  for  levying  an 
army  and  seizing  on  Louisiana.  At  a  later  pe- 
riod, disappointment  and  dismay  prevailed  in 
their  ranks,  when  hostilities  apparently  so  proba- 
ble  were   prevented  on  the  Sabine.     Spain   was 


power  of  a  people ;  have  never  listened  to  the  sy- 
ren seductions  of  pride,  have  never  followed  the 
odious  .examples  of  civilized  Europe.  Shall  I 
call  your  attention  to  Poland — to  the  sacrilegious 
partition  of  that  country  ?  Russia.  Austria,  and 
Prussia,  with  one  fell  swoop,  blotted  her  forever 
from  the   map,  annihilated   her  sovereignly,  and 

stimulus    of    a    name!" 


then  the  ally  ol  France,  and  at  war  with  Britain;    deprived    her    of    the 

the  United  States  were  then,   according  to  the  I  Whilst  Catharine  was  extending  the  blessings  of 
"  sainted  pilgrims.'-'  niggards  of  blood  and  treas-  '  her  Government  to  the  highly-favored  Poles,  half 

was   invaluable;  it   would    a  million  of  her  subject  Catmucks.  insensible  of 


the  advantages  of  her  mild  control,  hazarding, 
according  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Sheffey.)  the  appellation  of  Godwinians,  were, 
wiih  their  wives  and  their  children,  and  their 
household  gods,  flying  from  the  banks  of  the  Vol- 
ga to  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of  Thibet,  escap- 
ing from  enlightened  and  Christian  Europe,  and 
throwing  themselves  for  protection  on  the  Pagan 
mercies  of  an  Asiatic  monarch.    The  great  Fred- 


ure.     Louisiana,  too. 

be  a  cheap  acquisition  at  any  price;  it  was  worth 
a  war  even  wuh  Spain,  and  all  its  consequences 
of  20,000  lives  and  100,000^000  of  dollars.  Why, 
then,  ibis  whining  about  blood  and  treasure? 
When  Louisiana  was  in  possession  of  its  rightful 
owner  it  was  to  be  taken  by  force,  it  was  of  ines- 
timable value,  but  no  sooner  had  the  Adminis- 
tration, adhering  to  the  pacific  maxims  of  virtue 
and  republicanism,  obtained  the  country  by  trea- 
ty, ihun,  with  a  temerity  unprecedented,  the  mi-  \  erick  was  not  behind  his  royal  associates  in  proud 
nority  contradicted  all  that  they  had  before  af-|  superiority  to  the  feelings  and  rights  of  humanity, 
firmed.  This  paradise, this  •'  blissful  Eden,  bloom-  Twdve  thousand  families  were  forcibly  convert- 
ing with  ambrosial  fruit  of  vegetable  gold,"  be-  |  ed  to  Godwinism,  torn  from  their  native  coun- 
cameat  once  "a  dark  Serbonian  bog,"  and  the  ma-  '  try.  driven  forth  from  the  fertile  and  delightful 
'estic  Mississippi,  tiie  mother  of  waters.  "  abhorred  plains  of  Great  Poland,  and  established  on  sterile 
ike  Styx,  the  flood  of  deadly  hale."  Fifteen  mil-  rocks  and  barren  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  peopling 
lions  ol  dollars  was  more  than  it  was  worth,  and  j  his  hereditary  dominions.  To  cap  the  climax  of 
no  approbation  was  felt  for  that  arrangement  which  !  their  atrocity,  this  triumvirate  of  anointed  despots 
had  saved  the  eflusion  of  blood,  and.  among  other )  compelled  the  unhappy  victims  of  their  wrath  to 
advantages,  secured  to  our  merchants  3,700  000  |  lake  oaths  of  allegiance,  to  repair  to  the  temple  of 
dollars, forspoliaiionscommitied  on  ouf  commerce  the  Most  High  to  offer  up  prayers  for  the  prosper- 
by  the  French.  I  would  ask  the  honorable  gen-  \  iiy  and  happiness  of  their  oppressors,  and  thanks- 
tleman  before  me,  (Mr.  Pickering,  )  if  these  were  I  givings  for  the  blessings  which  had  been  bestow- 
ihe  spoliations  which  he  instructed  our  commis-  j  ed  on  their  country! 


\ 
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jSince  jiat  eventful  period  Europe  has  been  |  Czarina  had  determined  on  giving  His  Britan- 
)l|jDged  i^  wars  and  anarchy.  Why  should  we  |  nic  Majesty  effectual  assistance  against  his  rebel- 
;^  surprised  at  anything  that  afterwards  occur- 1  lious  subjects  in  America.  Prince  Poiemkin,  who 
^^.  ^.  '^^i^  moral  sense  so  necessary  to  the  tran-  wished  an  alliance  with  England,  had  the  sole 
ii^illity  aril  peace-  of  the  world,  was  now  trodden  management  of  the  affair.  Count  Panin,  the  par- 
itfder  fool.  What  could  be  expected,  but  fur-  !  tisan  of  France,  then  our  friend  and  ally,  formed 
hrr  schenies  of  aggrandizement!  Accordingly,  j  means  to  retard  the  signing  of  the  instrument 
n'r  Frencij  Revolution  gave  rise  to  the  partition  already  drawn  up,  and  produced  another  project 
;-(iaties  ofjMantua  and  Pilnitz.  France  was  to  I  in  its  place— that  of  the  armed  neutrality.  Re- 
rijeriencJ  the  tender  mercies  which  had  been  j  volving  time  has  brought  around  a  similar  state 
hf)wn  to  foland.  Rousing  to  a  sense  of  her  dan-  ;  of  things  ;  the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality 
>ef,  she  drpve  back  the  tide  of  invasion,  and,  in  •  again  interpose  for  our  safety.  The  Continental 
ej-  turn,  ,|verrun  Spain,  Italy,  and  Holland,  car-  Powers,  relieved  from  their  fears  of  France,  will 
^r|ng  defeijtand  dismay  to  the  extremes!  regions  look  to  the  establishment  of  principles  so  n'eces- 
f;ihe  Norjh,  became  the  arbitress  of  nations,  and  sary  to  their  prosperity,  and  thus  coming  into 
^.i«  terror  If  the  v^orld.  Bui  "  there  is  a  point  of  collision  with  England,  find  her  employment 
,^<Altation  jrom  which  things  recede  in  a  contra-  nearer  home;  or,  leaving  her  in  the  quiet  and  un- 
Ayjprogresjion  :"  her  conquests  have  been  wrested  }  interrupted  enjoyment  of  her  commercial  monop- 
'ogra  her  *viih  a  rapidity  more  wonderful  than  ;  oly,  she  will  have  an  opportunity  of  prowling 
i;|l  with  t-hich  liiey  were  made.  Her  false  glory  '  over  the  Continent,  picking  up  the  well  fleshed 
a|  vanished,  as  if  by  the  effects  of  sorcery  ;  and  j  bloodhounds  of  a  fifteen  or"  twenty  years'  war 

r 

if  religioU  —  ih*  world's  last  hope?"  What  are  |  against  those  who  would  insinuate  that  the  mag- 
;ejclaims.|o  these  high  attributes?     Let  the  cold-  '  nanimity,  the  humanity,  the  religion,  of  our  en- 


ded  ra|bery  of  the  whole  fleet  of  Denmark— j  emy,  is  a  guarantee    against  unusual    mischief. 


ir  acquisfjion  of  aeventy-two  millions  of  subjects 
4 jAsia — ot  possessions  in  America,  Europe,  and 
^dica— tdfl.  VV^hile  the  Continental  Powers 
'|a|re  been'|engagwl  in  wars— wars  fomented  by 
'H — she  his  possessed  herself  of  the  Spice  Islands, 
^  Cape  <M  Good  Hope,  the  Dutch  colonies  on 
Udt»  E->.eqi|!bo,  and  Demarara  in  America,  the 
wist  Indi;  islands,  Malta,  the  Grecian  Archipel- 
3  m.  She  Jiolds  Spain,  Portugal,  Gibraltar,  in 
<  u^ope;  tije  Canadas,  in  North  America  ;  all  the 
^  lijis  and  Qjilonies  of  all  her  enemies  and  all  her 
1  4(|nds.  H^r  dominion  has  extended  over  the 
hiule  woril,  while  she   protests,  and  her  admir- 


We  have  nothing  to  fear,  but  being  lulled  into  a 
faUe  security.  Let  us  consider  Britain  as  she  is 
— blood-thirsty  and  perfidious — then  there  is  no 
"terror  in  her  threats."  For  one,  I  will  never 
worship  at  the  altar  of  this  modern  Dagon  ;  I  will 
never  propitiate  by  prayer  or  submission  this 

"  Sea  beast 
"  Leviathan — which  (Jod,  of  all  his  works, 
"Created  hugcst  that  swam  the  ocean  stream." 
I  come  now.  .Mr.  Chairman,  to  a  subject  which, 
at  length,  is  admitted  to  be  of  suflScient  impor- 
tance to  be  considered.     I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  I  have  some  cause  of  complaint.     You  may 


sin  Am^ica  repeat  that  she  is  actuated  by  no  remember,  scarce  three  weeks  are  past  since  I 
e-ws  of  dnbitioR-that  she  has  been  waging  submitted  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
'  a;  mereljjin  her  own  defence  With  this  im-  |  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
j,  icjenl  ple:^  which  idiots  have  believed,  she  has  ,  for  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  expatriation. 
h  <%)me  po'verful,  indeed.  And.  .f  the  proportion  |  Very  much  to  my  surprise,  it  was  then,  both  by 
L^^ulU  in  feuropt  be  as  great  as  in  the  United  |  my  political  friends  and  foes,  deemed  too  insig- 
.  la^es  ;  li  ft  there  be  deenaed  necessary  for  her  I  nilicant  or  too  mischievous  to  be  entertained  wifh 
(:  Utence,  liat  sh^  should  humble  this  country  ; ,  common  attention.  Gentlemen  from  either  side 
1  ,he  be  lerraitt.-d  to  subsidize  Hessians  and  {  of  the  House  rushed  forward  with  eagerness  to 
I  rjnswick.rs^and  Hanoverians-those  interest- j  lay  the  phantom  which  their  own  imaginations 
1  gi  beings  who  fo^  years  past  have  so  strongly  I  had  created.  According  to  some,  it  interfered 
»:    qaedouriympajhy— effect  what  she  attempted  I  with  contemplated  negotiations:  others  thou<^hl 


(|  ji^ng  our  Irebellion.  a  negotiation  for  the  ser 
\  ci's  of  fifii  or  oae  hundred  thousand  Cossacks, 
l||  Sid  in  ci^stenmg  our  insolence  for  declaring 
ifi^  unjust  and  u-nnatural  war — we  may  have 
fiqpsioa  fot  more  men  and  more  money,  and 
'  e  exeriijon,  tha.ti  at  present  we  seem  to  anti- 


)4oVe  exeri^n,  thiti  at  pj 
•tpjte.         \ 

J  i  singular  fact  is  conn 
i*)i^  Britisbjto  hir«  cut-tl 


•I 


nected  with  the  effort  of 
.>-!  — -7—  ""M  vuv-lhroats  in  Russia.     Her 

^  i<±:ess  wa*  prevented  by  the  French  Mini:.ler. 

1  f/ould  ajiear.  from  this,  that  Spain  is  not  the 
ip  nationl-ntiilei  to  our  gratitude.  But,  to  the 
cj,  whichli  was  my  intention  to  mention  :    The 


It  in  Us  nature  too  abstract ;  others  saw  in  it  a  vio- 
lation of  the  municipal  laws  of  foreign  countries  ; 
and  there  were  not  a  few  who  deduced  from 
it  encouragement  to  desertion,  and  all  kinds  of 
abomination.  That  proposition  must  indeed  have 
been  an  anomaly  in  politics,  which  united  in  op- 
position to  it  the  Federalism  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  Democracy  of  Tennessee— the  commonly 
correct  understanding  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Oakley.)  and  the  metaphysical  mind 
of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
MOCN.)  Yet.  so  it  was.  It  was  convenient  to 
arrest  its  progress;  and  this  was  done  by  gentle- 
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men  who  amuse  the  House  with  harangues  about 
moral  treason,  and  with  abstract  disquisitions  on 
what  constitutes  the  difference  between  legiti- 
mate and  factious  opposition.  It  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  there  it  has  been  suffered  to  lie. 
But,  as  the  scene  is  changed  ;  as  it  is  now  mag- 
nified into  a  consequence  as  far  transcending  its 
real  dimensions  as  it  was  formerly  diminished 
below  them  ;  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
before  me.  (Mr.  Grosve.nor,)  connecting  in  one 
mass  expatriation,  emigration,  allegiance,  and 
retaliation,  has  been  pleased  to  say  it  is  more 
momentous  than  any  question  which  gave  rise  to 
the  war,  or  to  discussion  in  this  House,  infinitely 
more  interesting  than  impressment  itself — I  shall, 
with  the  good  leave  of  gentlemen,  on  another 
occasion,  present  it  again  to  their  consideration. 
But,  dragged  as  it  is  now  before  the  Committee, 
although  nothing  can  result  from  the  examina- 
tion, I  will  not  pass  without  notice  some  of  the 
doctrines  which  have  been  advocated  by  gentle- 
men in  Opposition. 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  can  but  express  ray 
astonishment  that  emigration  should  be  the  theme 
of  reprobation  in  any  country  on  earth,  and,  above 
all,  in  the  United  States  of  America.  Are  we 
not  a  community  of  emigrants?  Arc  we  not  re- 
motely or  immediately,  ail  of  us,  emigrants  ?  One 
would  really  suppose  that,  like  the  Welch,  we  had 
our  genealogical  trees,  and  that  we  could,  with- 
out difficulty,  point  to  our  antediluvian  American 
ancestors.  What  can  be  more  ludicrous  than  to 
find  individuals  denouncing  the  principle  of  emi- 
gration, from  whose  tongues  a  foreign  dialect  has 
not  yet  worn  away — men  who,  if  Holland  should 
rehoist  her  flag,  and  practise  on  the  principles  of 
the  British,  would  run  a  risk,  if  they  dare  trust 
themselves  at  sea,  of  being  impressed  as  Dutch- 
men, just  as  Americans  are  mistaken  for  Eng- 
lishmen ! 

An  honorable  {jentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Sheffey.)  one  ot  the  minority,  expressing  his 
very  high  respect  for  the  majority,  invites  them 
to  go  over  to  that  side  of  the  House  to  which  he 
at  present  belongs.  If  I  were  disposed,  on  a  sub- 
ject of  this  kind,  to  pay  attention  to  any  person 
whatever,  certainly  the  advice  of  that  gentleman 
would  be  entitled  to  much  consideration.  He 
has  tried  both  sides,  and  ought,  of  course,  to  be 
the  best  judge  of  their  respective  merits.  But. 
answering  for  myself  and,  I  believe,  for  my  po- 
litical friends,  if  we  were  disposed  to  go,  we 
should  not  know  how  ;  but.  as  the  gentleman  has 
travelled  the  road,  and  knows  the  way,  as  he  is 
fond  of  our  company,  let  him  come  back. 

The  gentleman  Irom  New  York,  before  me. 
(Mr.GRosvENOR.)  arraigns  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  (Mr.  McLean)  for  pursuing  the 
course  and  borrowing  the  principles  of  a  late 
pamphlet  on  the  subject  of  expatriation.  Sup- 
pose this  to  be  true,  although  on  that,  or  any  oth- 
er subject,  the  gentleman  is  well  enabled  to  think 
for  himself,  the  essay  alluded  to  reflects  much 
credit  on  its  author.  It  evinces  deep  research 
and  great  ingenuity,  and  is  written  with  peculiar 
elegance  and  correctness.     It  is  now  on  the  table 


of  the  gentleman,  and,  whilst  he  has  affected  to 
speak  of  it  lightly,  it  cannot  but  be  observed  that 
he  has  drawn  from  it  as  copiously  as  he  repre- 
sents the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  have  done. 

The  right  of  expatriation,  or  emigration,  be- 
longs to  man.  It  is  derived  from  the  God  of  na- 
ture. He  holds  it  not  of  Government.  That  it 
is  a  natural  right  is  asserted  by  almost  every 
writer  of  eminence.  Need  I  mention  ValteL  Bur- 
lamaqui,  Wicquefort,  and  Bynkershoek?  Such 
was  the  opinion  of  Greece  and  Rome.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  does  not  deny  it,  and, 
after  a  laborious  research,  no  doubt,  discovers 
what  he  might  have  learned  from  the  little  vol- 
ume before  him  that  Rutherforth  stood  alone  as 
the  advocate  of  a  contrary  doctrine. 

But  it  is  attempted  to  be  established  that,  al- 
though the  right  of  emigration  is  clear,  yet,  that 
we  owe  a  sort  ol  allegiance  to  the  country  of  our 
birth,  from  our  birth,  which  is  inalienable,  of 
which  we  are  not  enabled  to  divest  ourselves. 
A  principle  more  absurd,  more  incompatible  with 
acknowledged  rights,  both  of  individuals  and  of 
independent  sovereignties,  was  never  attempted 
to  be  proved.  It  is  incompatible  with  the  rights 
of  individuals,  because  it  renders  their  right  of 
emigration  incomplete  or  nugatory  ;  but  the  right 
of  emigration  has  been  admitted.  It  is  incom- 
patible with  the  rights  of  independent  sovereign- 
ties, because  the  right  to  naturalize  foreigners  is 
not  denied,  and  this  right,  with  the  duties  of  alle- 
giance to  another  sovereign,  is  thus,  also,  rendered 
incomplete  and  nugatory.  To  owe  allegiance  to 
a  Government  under  which  we  neither  do,  nor 
intend  to  reside,  is  as  absurd  as  not  to  owe  allegi- 
ance to  a  Government  under  which  we  do,  and 
intend  to  reside  forever.  The  absurdity  of  the 
one  proposition  will  not  be  denied,  and  theie  is  no 
discoverable  difference,  in  the  eye  of  reason,  be- 
tween them. 

But  it  isjcontended  that  expatriation  is  a  ques- 
tion of  municipal  regulation.  From  the  very 
nature  and  meaning  of  the  principle  this  is  im- 
possible; this  follows  what  has  been  said  already. 
It  may  be  prohibited  by  force  ;  physical  force 
may  prevent  it.  You  may  be  laden  with  chains; 
all  egress  may  be  prevented  ;  but  your  country  is 
then  a  prison.  A  law  to  prohibit  eiiiigratioa 
would  be  a  folly,  if  ii  were  not  a  crime.  Like  a 
law  against  suicide,  when  you  incur  its  penalties 
you  are  out  of  its  reaca. 

Blackstone  differs  in  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  He  was  very  well  aware 
that  to  rest  the  perpetuity  of  allegiance  on  mere 
municipal  regulation,  was  to  do  nothing — the 
opposing  municipal  regulation  of  naturalization 
would  be  entitled  to  equal  weight ;  and  that,  as  ia 
the  event  of  collision,  the  law  of  nations  could 
alone  decide,  it  was  necessary  to  prop  the  princi- 
ple with  some  other  authority  than  British  com- 
mon or  statute  law.  Accordingly,  with  a  hardi- 
hood unequalled,  in  the  teeth  of  every  authority, 
in  defiance  of  the  recorded  opinions  of  jurists,  in 
the  face  of  reason  and  of  truth  the  asserts  that  it 
is  a  principle  of  universal  law  that  '*  the  subject 
of  one  sovereign  cannot,  by  any  act  of  his  own; 
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1  allegiance  to  the  other." 

statute  of  a  naiuraliza- 

tfon  decl;|res  tha't  '"if  any   foreign  seaman  shall 

'jserve  oj  boarci   of  any   British   vessel   for    the 

jspace  o.'jtwo   years,  he  shall,  to  all  intents  and 

•  purposej  be  deemed   and    taken  to  be  natural 


,  not  b\j  swearing  allegiance  to  another,  put  off  [  '  deed,  or  open  verbal  declaration,  made  in  court, 
(^  discharge  his  natural  allegiance  to  the  other."  '  '  declare  that  he  relinquished  the  character  of  a 
"^  et   in    ifnglanil,  their 


'  citizen,  and  shall  depart  out  of  the  common- 
'  wealth,  such  person  shall,  from  the  time  of  his 
'departure,  be  considered  as  having  exercised 
'  his  right  of  expatriation,  and  shall  thence  be 
deemed    no  citizen."      In    perfect    coincidence 


^orii  suLject  of  Jlis  Majesty's  Kingdom  of  Great  i  with  the  right  of  expatriation  are  the  opinions  of 
^ritaui,  Ind  have  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  j  Judges  Tucker  and  Roane,  of  that  State,  and 
•j&c,  whj:h  such  foreign  seaman  .should  or  ought  I  Judge    Iredell,    formerly    of  the    United    States 


}o  have  tad  and  enjoyed  in  case  he  had  been  a 
iiaiural  |>orn  subject  of  His  Majesty,  and  actu 
iilly  a  m.^ive  wtthin  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
|iin."  IV.ow,  if  the  natural  born  subjects  of  Brit- 
la^n  owe  allegiance  to  any  other  country,  then  do 
hhe  natufflized  .subjects  owe  the  same;  but.  if 
.^»is  cann-^i  be  affirmed  of  the  one,  then  no  mon 
'•if  can  be  |aid  of  the  other,  for  they  are,  to  a 


re 
in- 


bench.  One  of  our  complaints,  whilst  colonies, 
was,  that  Britain  discouraged  emigration.  In 
conformity  to  these  iileas.  the  Constitution  has 
^iven  to  Congress  authority  ■'  to  establish  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization."  During  the  Admin- 
istration of  General  Washington,  a  law  on  this 
subject  was  enacted.  It  called  on  the  alien  who 
wished  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 


|l.jnls  and  ^purposes,  in  regard  to  privileges,  pow-  '  to  ''renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  to  anv 


^iis,  riglit3,.and  capacities,  to  be  considered  alike 
1  I  Again,  uccording  to  the  common  law,  an  alien 
^ynnot  liild  laods  in  England,  because,  says 
Qlackstorit,  this  might  interfere  with  his  natural 
he  alien  be  naturalized,  he 
then  his  native  allegiance  is 
«..i<l  ucoiioyed.  According  to  the  laws  of 
flngland,  jiaturalization,  by  enabling  the  party  to 
iijjid  landj.  destrt)ys  natural  allegiance,  and  this 
i*all  thal>s  now  contended  for. 
,  A  greai^many  arguments  have  been  used,  aud 
Jises  quo^d,  to  show  that  in  England  the  duty 
bC  perpeti^il  and  inalienable  allegiance  is  asserted. 


Ve  have^een  referred  to  her  blood-stained  code 


loreign  prince,  potentate.  State,  or  sovereignty. 
'  whatever,  and  particularly,  by  name,  the  princej 
•  potentate.  State,  or  sovereignty  of  which  he  wa."j 
■  before  a  citizen  or  subject." 

If  the  effect  of  naturalization  was  before  doubt- 
ful, it  ceased  to  be  so  now  ;  whether  it  annihi- 
lated natural  allegiance,  was  no  longer  left  to  im- 
plication. If  a  naturalized  foreigner  in  England, 
notwithstanding  he  was,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, to  be  held  and  taken  as  a  native-born  citi- 
zen, notwithstanding  he  was  enabled  to  hold  land 
which  an  alien  could  not  do,  because  it  destroyed 
his  natural  allegiance,  still  owed  allegiance  to  the 
country  of  his  birth;  if  all   this  nonsense  were 


i   .  

»f  show  t»al  emigrants  had  been  taken  in  arms,  j  true,  to  put  an  end  forever  to  such  doctrine,  we 
l^ed,  executed,  «nd    mangled  while  yet  alive,  as  :  have  required  that  a   positive  abjuration  of  all 
*j»;flitors  lolheir  Ung  and  country.     That  her  his-    previous  allegiance  should  be  made.    And  whilst 
abundant   evidence  of   injustice,  !  a  citizen  thus  constituted,  thus  fashioned  by  our- 


niry   furnishes 

\ 

a(Ws.  nulling 

jgestion.  \ 


rueity,  a:  d  atrocity,  required  no  great  effort  to  I  selves,  stamped  with  the  holy  attributes  of  equal- 
,ONv  ;  buf  until  jt  is  established  that  we,  as  well  i  ity,  in  all  things,  in  regard  to  the  other  members 
:  other  njtions,  are  bound  to  obey  her  municipal  '  of  our  free  community,  calls  upon  us  for  that  pro- 
^s.  noil^ng  IS  done  in  regard  to  the  present  I  lection  which  we  have  authorized  bim  to  exoect 


Havingiestablished  that  expatriation,  or  emi- 
|aiion,  \^\\\\  aci  intent  to  permanently  reside 
IVewherejiis  a  natural   right,  and  that  naturali- 

'*'^^^"''^u4°*'''''f''^'^'''^'^'"^"g'*"^'''''Pf°P'^r'  ihis  the  asylum  of  oppressed    humanity  ? 
Of  add,  thgt  emigration  is  prohibited  by  no  civil-  '  thus  we  fulfil  ~ 

zj'd  Govetnmeni,  that  naturalization  is  practised 
■\\  ail,  an-J  that  perpetual  allegiance  is  a  foolish 
lilion,  grt)wing'out  of  feudal  times,  supported 
;5j  insuleii^e  and  .power,  at  war  with  the  plainest 
i^hts  of  jiian,  aad  in  violation  of  the  undeniable 
)i>erogaiiv}  of  every  Government  on  earth. 

jUpon  tKys  subject,  what  say  American  author- 
tp  7  Tte  Stat»  of  Virginia,  which,  in  regard 
oja  corrcfii  undeustanding  of  moral  and  political 
r^th,  yieljjs  lo  ncJ  country  in  Europe,  has  recog- 
ll^ed    by  jaw   the  right   of  expatriation.      The 


Wtleraan  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston) 
ciitends  c^at,  as  Virginia  had  authorized  expat- 
i4tion,  thi«  was  % 


., ..^^u  ^^pa 

clear  proof  that,  in  the  opin- 
fop  ot  thaf  State,  the  right  might  be  given  or 


tection  which  we  have  authorized  bim  to  expect, 
have  we  a  right,  have  we  a  discretion  ;  shall  we 
be  so  vile,  so  infamous,  as  to  hesitate  ?  We  should 
become  the  scorn  of  nations;  we  should  loathe 
ourselves;  remorse  would   poison   our  days.     Is 

Is  it 
we  Jultil  our  proinists  to  suffering  man? 
What,  lure  from  his  native  country,  his  home,  a 
fellow-being  who  could  have  dragged  out  a  mis- 
erable, though  tolerable  existence,  to  abandon  him 
to  punishment  for  an  act  which  we  have  encour- 
aged, for  trusting  to  our  faith,  for  confiding  in 
our  truth  ? 

Thus,  then,  the  question  of  retaliation  arises. 
Shall  we  retaliate  on  the  enemy  cruelties  which 
he  may  inflict  on  individuals  who,  though  born 
in  Britain,  have  left  that  country,  incorporated 
themselves  into  our  societies,  and  have  been  taken 
prisoners  fighting  our  battles  ?  But  I  cannot  sub- 
scribe to  the  opinion,  that  we  owe  protection  to 
those  only  who  have  been  naturalized.  I  differ 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
who  supposed   that  the   Government   felt   itself 


withheld  |t    pleasure.      The    gentleman   either 

't'T/^^S'''  ^'"'i"^'^  misunderstood  the  statute,  bound  no''furrhe'r' fl7ai^s"  not"lhe"view'orihe 

^iT^llXf^l'  •'  "<=°g"'^*^^  »he  right.     It  pro-  President,  he  covers  much  wider  ground  ;  but  it  is 

ffies  that*    whensoever  any  citizen  should,  by  the  true  ground.     He  does  not  sjeak  of  nalurai- 
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ized  citizens,  but  of  "  persons  who  hnve  incorpo-  [  taliate.    Mr.  Burke  replied,  "  yes."     This  gave 
rated  themselves  into  our  society."     It  is  v/orse    rise   to  muck  opposition   and   animadversion  on 


than  useless  thtt  we  should  take  any  distinction. 
The  British  principle  of  perpetual  allegiance  ap- 
plies as  well  to  the  one  as  the  other.  If  our  ene- 
my adhere  to  the  dicta  of  Blackstone,  instead  of 
the  voice  of  reason  and  the  practice  of  nations, 
then  will  all  those  individuals  who  were  born  in 
England  fall  under  the  denomination  of  traitors. 
No  matter  hoW  formally  we  have  made  them 
citizens;  no  matter  how  many  years  they  may 
have  resided  among  us  ;  no  matter  what  their 
inducements  to  defend  the  country  where  all  their 
happiness  is  centered  ;  no  matter  if  driven  from 
their  native  fields  by  the  hard  hand  of  poverty  ; 
complying  with  laws  which  they  have  sworn  to 
support;  fulfilling  duties  which  God  has  en- 
joined, they  have  committed  the  foul  crime  of 
treason  ;  the  horrible  punishment  denounced  by 
British  law  awaits  them.  What  if  he  has  been 
compelled  by  us  to  take  up  arms?  What  if  he 
has  been  enticed  to  do  so  by  allurements  held  out 


to  his  cupidity  or  to  his  patriotism,  are  we  not 
bound  to  protect  him  ?  Let  us  inquire,  then,  into 
the  practice  of  the  world. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  claim  now  set  up  by 
England  is  unsupported  by  precedent,  and  is  at 
war  with  her  own  example.  Prince  Eugene  was. 
by  birth,  a  Frenchman;  disappointed  in  his  just 
or  ambitious  views,  he  left  France  and  joined 
the  Austrian  army,  then  employed  against  the 
Turks.  He  received  an  order  to  return  ;  but.  so 
far  from  complying,  war  breaking  out  between 
the  two  countries,  he  ranged  himself  on  the  side 
of  the  enemies  of  France — his  career  is  well 
known — he  defeated  and  humbled  the  proudest 
Power  that  Europe  had  then  seen.  His  natural 
Sovereign,  Lewis  XIV.  did  not  consider  him  as 
a  traitor;  the  surrounding  nations  did  not  con- 
sider him  as  a  traitor.  England  hailed  him  as 
the  greatest  captain,  the  brightest  ornament  of  his 
age.  It  is  to  British  historians  and  British  poets 
that  we  are  indebted  for  theopinion  which  we  have 
of  him — opinions  as  honorable  to  his  moral  as  to 
his  military  character.  At  the  siegeof  Turin,  Eu- 
gene, a  Frenchman,  commanded  the  Austrian 
army;  the  French  array  was  commanded  by 
Count  Marsin,  an  Austrian.  In  the  war  of  the 
Succession,  as  it  was  called,  the  French  armies 
were  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  a 
Briton,  a  King's  son  ;  the  British  armies  were 
led  on  by  a  F'renchman,  of  the  title  of  Galway. 
Instances  of  the  same  kind  are  innumerable.  But 
will  express  authority,  drawn  from  England.be 
considered  as  of  weight  in  a  controversy  with 
that  Government?  I  admit,  under  other  circum- 
stances, it  would  deserve  but  little  respect,  for 
history  furnishes  examples  of  every  absurdity 
and  every  atrocity,  which  wanton  power  has  per- 
petrated. But  it  is  fair  to  set  up  her  former  prac- 
tice against  her  present  pretensions.  In  the  year 
1794.  certain  corps  of  Frenchmen  were  enlisted 
in  His  Majesty's  armies,  for  the  purpose  of  inva- 
ding France;  Mr.  Sheridan  asked,  in  debate, 
whether,  if  they  were  taken  prisoners  and  treated 
as  traitors,  the  English  Government  would  re- 


in answer,  Mr.  Burke 


the  part  of  the  minority, 
said  : 

"  From  the  severity  of  comment  to  which  the  poor 
monosyllahle,  'yes.'  has  been  subject,  the  world  muat 
have  been  led  to  think  that  I  have  taken  up  my  mor- 
als at  random,  merely  on  sentiment,  and  that  I  was 
wholly  unprepared  to  defend  them  on  principle.  As  a 
general  principle,  founded  on  policy  and  law  of  na- 
tions, I  am  ready  to  repeat  and  maintain,  that  retalia- 
tion of  any  severity  which  an  enemy  may  practise,  is 
right  and  proper.  The  lex  taliunia  is  a  part  of  the 
law  of  nations,  as  founded  on  that,  of  nature.  These 
corps  must  be  considered  purely  as  a  part  of  that  army 
under  whose  banners  they  serve.  God  forbid  that  the 
authors  of  murder  should  not  find  it  recoil  on  their 
own  heads.  Such  is  my  opinion  relative  to  the  jus- 
tice and  policy  of  retaliation.  I  would  sufTer  no  one 
act  of  severity  lo  pass  unretaliatcd.  But  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  is  fearful  that  we  may  inflame 
the  Jacobins  by  this  severity  on  our  part.  Inflame 
a  Jacobin  !  You  might  as  well  talk  of  •  setting  fire  lo 
hell."  Mr.  Burke  goes  on  to  remark,  that  "  the  prac- 
tice is  more  lenient  than  the  mildest  doctrines  of  the- 
orists. To  the  honor  of  practical  humanity,  only  four 
instances  of  wanton  and  unnecessary  murder  occurred 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  American  war — a 
forbearance  which  reflects  equal  credit  on  both  parties. 
In  1688,  the  Irish  brigades  were  taken  into  the  service 
of  France,  and  retained  their  own  uniform.  Yet,  Eng- 
land, though  often  courageousl^opposed  by  these 
troops,  has  not,  in  any  instance.  tMted  them  as  rebels, 
when  the  fortune  of  war  cast  them  into  their  power. 
In  the  rebellion  of  1746,  a  whole  regiment  of  them 
was  taken,  but  no  severity  was  practised. 

«*  France,  under  Louis  XIV,  conducted  herself  in 
the  same  way,  Many  of  her  regiments,  after  the  cruel 
and  impolitic  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantos,  were 
taken  into  the  pay  of  Prussia,  Holland,  and  Britain; 
yet,  she  never  sacrificed  these  troops  when  they  be- 
came prisoners.  The  battle  of  Fontenoy  was  gained 
principally  from  the  exertions  of  the  Irish  brigades, 
and  though  they  fought  in  open  rebellion,  these  ex- 
tremities were  not  thought  of.  Lord  Ligonier,  an  offi- 
cer of  great  note  in  the  English  service,  was  a  French- 
man by  birth;  when  taken  prisoner,  fighting  against 
France,  was  exchanged  in  the  usual  course,  for  an 
officer  of  the  same  rank.  Similar  instances  may  be 
collected  from  the  conduct  of  Germany,  Sweden,  and 
every  other  Power  of  Europe." 

During  the  same  debate  Lord  Mulgrave,  then 
high  in  office,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  Minis- 
ters, and  it  may  be  presumed  speaking  with  their 
approbation,  also  declared  that  the  system  of  re- 
taliation was  lo  be  adopted. 

The  English,  it  s^ems,  then,  were  at  liberty  to 
enlist  and  embody  whole  corp-;  of  Frenchmen, 
recently  arrived,  to  be  employed  expressly  for 
the  invasion  of  their  native  country,  whilst  we 
violate  every  principle  of  the  laws  of  nations,  by 
taking  into  our  service  an  inconsiderable  number 
of  Englishmen,  members  of  our  own  society,  to 
be  used  as  occasion  might  require,  in  our  war 
with  that  Government.  The  difference  between 
the  two  cases  cannot  but  occur  to  the  most  cur- 
sory observer.  Yet,  •'  the  French  corps  were  to 
be  considered  purely  a  part  of  the  army  under 
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-  whose  Kinners  they  served;"  but  British  erai- 
^  grants.  s<t  rviog  ^under  the  banners  of  the  Ameri- 
i  tan  arnVi  ,  are  to  be  considered  asr  traitors. 
l!  Mr.  Oiairma(n,  I  have  trespassed  longer  on 
T  vour  pai  ence.  and  that  of  the  Committee,  than 
^  I  had  iiiifnded.:  I  hope,  however,  the  importance 
i  pf  the  siibjects  under  consideration  will  be  my 
J.  »polo;?y      I  wilj  observe,  sir.  that  I  have  endeav- 

*  Ored.  I  ti|Dk.  wjih  .some  success,  to  establish  the 
»'  'ollowinj:  positions:    That    the    loan,  in  conse- 

uence  o^'  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  is 
ecessarji  and  can  be  obtained;   that  the  preten- 
i^ons  of  (he  Federalists,  to  the  exclusive  patron- 
age of  th,e  Navy,  are  unfounded;  that,  with  re- 
.'Jpect   to  Louisiana   and  Florida,  the   conduct  of 
tjie  Uuiicp  Stales  has  been  scrupulously  honor- 
able; thai,  the  nghl  of  expatriation  is  supported 
hy   princu)le,  and  established   by   practice;  that 
nj^luralizJtion  is  its  necessary  effect,  and  by  a  sort 
orreactiof  sancuons  the  principle;  that  inalien- 
able alles;'ance  u  absurd,  and  incompatible  with 
ejcpatriatijin  and  naturalization,  so  clearly  estab- 
*l*5hed  by.bniveria!  usage  and  law  ;  and  that  the 
^question  tV  retaliation,  to  which  the  late  proceed- 
ings of  tlj^  Britibh  Government  have  given  rise, 
ji  incontfitably  settled    in  our  favor,  by  the  au- 
'ijiority   0*1  her  greatest  statesmen,   by  her  own 
-practice,  «^nd  by  that  of  tlie  civilized  world. 
,When   Mr.   Robertson    had   concluded,    the 
<|C<ommitl(je  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned,  after 
Jah  intimajion  fr^  Mr.  Cheves  (the  Speaker) 
viiat  he  proposed  Pit  to  take  the  floor. 

i'      1    •    — 

I  !  Thursday,  February  24. 

¥    Mr.  He.4pstead  presented  a  resolution  of  the 

'LegislatuiJe  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  request- 
ng  that  a;|aw  m«y  be  passed  authorizing  the  said 
^egi>latur-  to  fix  the  seat  of  government  of  said 
rjerritory^j-Referred  to  the  Committee    on  the 

»jridiciary;| 

*  ;Mr.  ArjIher,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
^(♦ported  i;bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Henry 
Sovage;  ijrhich  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
Q  a  Comtnittee  of  the  Whole. 

vMr.  Ta^^loh,  from  the  committee  for  revising 
|He  railitii^  system,  made  a  report  on  the  memo 
|i»l  of  tht'iLegislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 

;e/erred  oj  the  29ih  December  last;  which  was 
It-iid  and  t-ferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
|)ii  Tuesdajf  next. 

i  The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "to 
'i)rovide  fo,  the  r;Murn.  to  their  own  districts,  of 
J't»sseU  det:.ined  by  the  embargo,  in  districts  other 
'^h;an  those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or 

jrfong."  wfire  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 


1 


let'  on  Fop  ign  Relations. 


;Mr.  Epi-p  subMitied.for  consideration,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution!: 

'  Resulvei^  That  an  additional  standing  committee 
k  establish.  J,^  to  b<!  called  ♦  A  Committee  for  Public 
bipendituriis.' 
V  "It  shall  |c  the  (iuty  of  the  said  Committee  for  Pub- 
jit  Lxperidi^res  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  sev- 
|Tal  pubhc  l^epartnvnu,  and  particularly  into  the  laws 
W^g  *PP<opnaUi)a8  of  money*,  and  to  report  whe- 


ther the  moneys  have  been  disbursed  conformably  with 
such  laws ;  and  also  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such 
provisions  and  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to 
add  to  the  economy  of  the  Departments,  and  the  ac 
countability  of  their  officers." 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  explaining  or  amending  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise," and  iu  relation  to  the  liability  of  practising 
physicians  to  the  tax  imposed  by  the  said  act,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise. 

REVENUE  CUTTERS. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  following  effect: 

Hesolved,  That  the  Naval  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  on  the  pen- 
sion list  of  the  United  States  all  ofTicers,  seamen,  Ac, 
that  may  be  wounded  in  the  performance  of  duty  on 
board  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  Low.NDEs,  of  South  Carolina,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  objected  to  the  ref- 
erence of  this  subject  to  that  committee,  as  well 
because  the  committee  had,  in  a  bill  they  had 
recently  reported,  expressed  the  opinion  to  what 
extent  the  principleof  pensions  should  be  extend- 
ed, as  because  he  saw  a  material  distinction  be- 
tween the  cases  of  persons  serving  on  board  na- 
tional vessels  of  war  and  revenoe  cutters,  arising 
from  the  difference  of  ordinary  compeosation,  of 
discipline,  danger  iu  the  service.  <tc. 

Alter  some  observations,  not  distinctly  heard 
from  Mr.  Wood,  by  way  of  reply,  Mr.  W.  so  mod- 
ified Ills  motion  as  to  refer  the  proposed  inquiry 
to  a  select  commiiiee;  and,  thus  amended,  the 
resolution  passed,  nem.  disaen. 

THE  LOAN   BILL. 

The  House  a^am  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  CuETEs.of  South  Carolina,  (the  Speaker,) 
took  the  floor,  according  to  the  intention  he  an- 
nounced yesterday,  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.   Chairman,    I   shall    follow    the   example 
which  other  genilem.  n  have  established— I  shall 
not  confine  myself  to  the  question  which  is  im- 
mediately presented  by  the  bill,  but  look   briefly 
into  the  prominent  subjects  which  the  discussion 
has  presented.     I  shall  say  very  little  of  the  loan, 
or  the  general  finance  of  the  Government.     On 
the  subject  of  our  finances  1  have  for  the  last  two 
years  occupied  much  of  theatteniion  of  the  House, 
and  am  very  well   disposed  to  leave  the  subject 
to  the  better  abilities  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  Hou.-e  has  particularly  confided  the  manage- 
ment of  that  part  of  its  business,     h  is,  indeed 
true,  that   the  system  of  finance  on  which  the 
Government  is  acting,  is  different  from  that  which 
1  deemed  proper,  and  which  I  made  some  endea- 
vors to  accomplish;  which  I  supposed  it  would 
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have  been  expedient  to  have  adopted  in  a  state 
of  war,  to  put  beyond  peril  the  public  credit,  and 
to  supply  with  abundance  the  ways  and  means  to 

Erosecute  the  war  with  vigor  and  effect.  But  I 
ave  no  disposition  on  this  or  any  other  occasion 
to  speak  my  private  griefs;  and  I  will  only  add, 
that  I  wish  the  measure  all  possible  success;  that 
I  know  the  resources  of  the  country  are  great; 
that  I  believe  the  ultimate  security  of  the  creditor 
to  be  unquestionable,  and  that  the  enormous  in- 
terest given  by  Government  (for  such  I  consider 
the  terms  of  the  last  loans  to  be)  ought  to  attract 
every  cent  of  the  disengaged  capital  in  the  coun- 
try— because  in  no  other  way  can  the  holder  in- 
vest his  money  which  will  give  him  so  little 
trouble,  so  great  security,  and  so  much  profit. 

I  shall  not  either  examine  the  causes  in  which 
the  war  originated  ;  because  on  this  subject,  when 
last  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  the  House 
upon  it,  in  the  close  of  the  12th  Congress.  I  spoke 
at  great  length,  and,  as  I  believe,  I  could  add 
very  little  to  what  I  then  said,  and  cannot  con- 
sent to  repeat  what  I  have  said  before:  I  shall 
barely  advert  to  the  causes  of  the  war,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  that  cause  on  which  prin- 
cipally its  continuance  is,  in  my  opinion,  justifia- 
ble and  necessary. 

On  the  declaration  and  continuance  of  the  war, 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  concur  heartily  with  my 
friends — and  it  gives  me  nu  small  pleasure  to  do 
so;  for  although  I  have  sometimes  had  the  pain 
to  believe  that  they  were   not  disposed  to  allow 
me  equally  to  rejoice  with  them  in  the  honors 
and  triumphs  of  the  war,   I  do  not  therefore  in- 
dulge a  diminished   willingness   to    bear  a   full 
share    of   the    responsibility    which    attaches    to 
those  who  declared  and  who  havecontinued  it  to 
the  present  day.     If  for  this  cause   they  fall,  I 
wish  no  exemption  from  a  common  fate.     It  is 
true,  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  GROavENOR)  some  time  ago  remarked,  on 
another  subject,  I  have  been  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  Government  and  the  majority  in  their  com- 
mercial  policy.     I  have  been  opposed  to  what  is 
usually  called  the  restrictive  system;  but  I  tliink 
the  gentleman  did  not  correctly  characterize  my 
conduct   when   he  said  that  I  trampled  on  these 
laws.     [Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  charge 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  with  treating 
with  any  disrespect  the  laws  of  his  country — but 
to  say,  that  he  had  been  actively  and  zealously 
opposed  to  their  policy.]     I  know  perfectly  well, 
said   Mr.  C,   the   honorable  gentleman    had   no 
wish   to  misrepresent  ray  conduct;  I  have  had 
frequent  manifestations  of  his  good  dispositions 
towards  me,  which  forbid  me  to  suppose  he  in- 
tendtd  to  place  my  conduct  in  a  point  of  view  the 
least  censurable  or   equivocal.     But   it   may   be 
necessary,  and  I  take  the  occasion,  to  explain  my 
conduct  to  the  world.     I  shall  always  venerate 
the  laws  of  my  country,  were  it  merely  because 
they  are  the  laws  of  ray  country,  however  zeal- 
ously I   may  have  contested  their  policy  or  may 
earnestly  deprecate  their  effects.     I  have  no  wish 
tocoDceal  my  opposition  to  the  restrictive  system; 
and  if  I  could  at  any  time  have   believed  that 


greater  activity  on  my  part  would  have  been  use- 
ful, it  should   have   been   cheerfully  yielded.     I 
particularly  rejoice,  sir,  at  the  resistance  I  made 
to  one  measure  connected  with  this  system,  which 
was  supported  by  a  majority  of  ray  friends.     I 
mean  that  which  related  to  the  fair  and  unfortu- 
nate traders  who  were  supposed   to  to  have  in- 
curred the  penalties  of  this  system  by  the  impor- 
tation of  their  property  from  the  enemy's  country ; 
and.  if  I  could  believe,  as  those  who  have  been 
disposed  to  revile  me  have  said,  that  my  conduct 
had  a  decided  influence  on  the  ultimate  issue  of 
that  measure,  I  should  think  my  fate   infinitely 
more  fortunate  than  the  general   lot   of  men  so 
humble  as  I  am.     I  should  know  that  I  had  lived 
for  a  great  and  important  purpose;  and  rejoicing 
in  the  justice  and  usefulness  of  it,  I  should  be 
careless  of  the  odium  which  might  have  attached 
to  the  act.     I  thank  God  I  have  never  found  any 
difficulty  in  deciding  between  a  just  and  a  popu- 
lar course.     I  have  always  been  able  to  surrender 
the  high  blandishments  of  popularity  (though  on 
tnis   subject   I   affect    no  peculiar   insensibility) 
without  a  pang,  and  to  embrace  with  Iheerful- 
ness  the  homely  comforts  of  conscience  and  of 
duty. 

The  principal  causes  in  which   I  believe  the 
war  originated,  were  the  operation  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council  on  our  commerce,  and  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen.      These  were  distin- 
guishable from   the  other  causes  of  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  countries  by  this  striking  circum- 
stance,  that  they   were  always   present,  active, 
and  progressive.     If  our  causes  of  complaint  had 
been  confined  to  past  injuries  and  insults  ;  if  we 
had  only  to  sufler  the  loss  of  the  many  millions 
of  money  of  which  Great  Britain  had  robbed  our 
citizens  by  her  depredations  on  our  lawful  com- 
merce, we  might  and  probably  would  have  con- 
tinued   to    remonstrate  and    negotiate,  and    still 
have  avoided  war,  to  which  our  Government  has 
an  aversion  so  strong  as  to  wear  the  semblance  of 
pusillanimity.     But    it  was    the   daily    continu- 
ance of  the  injuries,  the  incessant  infliction,  and 
the    absence  of  all  hope  that  these  injuries  were 
to  end,  that  drove  the  nation  necessarily  and  un- 
avoidably to  resistance;  unable  to  carry  the  pro- 
ductions of  our  own  soil  on  the  highway  of  na- 
tions—the great  ocean— of  which,  like  the  light 
and  air,  it  was  intended   by  nature  none  should 
have  dominion,  to  ports  not  blockaded,  wirtiout 
exposing   them    to   inevitable  capture,  and   this 
often   in  the   mouths  of  our  own  harbors,  was  a 
situation  which  affected   vitally  not  merely  the 
interests  but  the  independence  of  the  nation.    To 
have  endured  it  would  have  sunk  us  to  a  rank  so 
degraded  among  nations,  as  could  not  have  failed 
to  draw  upon  us  the  everlasting  contempt  of  the 
world.     I   have,   however,  no   hesitation  in   ad- 
milting,  for  I  shall   speak  with    the  utmost  can- 
dor on  the  subject,  that,  had  I  known  of  th*-  rev- 
ocation of  the  Orders  in  Council  at  the  moment 
of  the  declaration  of  war.  I  would  not  have  voted 
for  it ;  I  speak  only  for  myself,  though  I  believe 
I  am  not  singular  in  this  view  of  the  subject.     I 
am  even  willing  to  admit,  though  on  this  point  I 
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know  ijdiKer  uom  some  of  my  friends,  that  ihe 
revocaiJon  of  which  we  were  afterwards  in- 
formed<' as  it  was  explained  by  the  Ministry  to 
Parliacijeot,  would  have  been  to  me  satisfactory. 
But  wl|«itever  the  effect  of  this  revocation  might 
have  b»en  in'  preventing  war,  had  a  knowledge 
of  it  jij.  this  country  preceded  war.  yet  the  sub- 
ject pr|»ients  a  very  different  aspect  after  war  has 
been  d<[rlared.  It  is  impossible  not  to  see  and  to 
feel  ihiijt,  were  we  to  make  peace  without  any 
security,  again%t  that  abuse  of  our  rights  which 
formedf|he  other  great  cause  of  war,  it  would  be 
an  obvjous  and  unequivocal  submission  to  the 
claim  ai  right  which  the  enemy  sets  up,  and  to 
the  iojilrious  and  abusive  exercise  of  this  claim 
which  Ive  have  so  long  suffered.  This  idea  is 
strongly^presented  by  the  reflections  with  which 

king  of  the   nature  of  the 
i   the  war:  namely,  that  it  is 
^   .     ^  matter  how  great   in  extent, 

i  which    ^'.as  ceased    to   be  activerand  which  has 
I  therefor*  lost  in  a  great  degree  its  offensive  char- 
I  acter,  Mt  one  which  is  daily  and  hourly  repeated, 
;intermiiled  only  by  the  existence  of  actual  war, 
Junder  cjcumslances  too  intolerable  to  be  borne 
I  by  a  na|on  not  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of  honor 
.and  of  !|]ame.     Exemplify  the  result  of  a  peace 
Iwithoutjany  airangemenl  on   this  subject;  if  it 
;  would   -lot   leave  the   Government  the  ordinary 
t  means  .jf  remonstrance,  it  would  leave  nothing 
Ibut  a  dfjgraceful  submission  to  the  insulting  in° 
Ijury.     >Juw   I   aver   that  the  ordinary  means  of 
*remoDsiiance    would   not  be  left  tn  the  Govern- 
;nient.     J'hese  means  enable  it  to  state  not  only 
the  injuitice  of  the  cause  of  complaint,  but  that. 
;if  persiiu-d  in,  it  will  lead  to  national  resistance— 
•to  war.  |Bul  were  we  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
jGreat  Britain  without  any  arrangement  on  this 
^subject,  Jhould   we   be  able   to   say  to  her  afier- 
Kwards,  (^'sist  or  war  will   be  ihe  consequence? 
iNo,  she  M'ill  reply  ;  it  is  not  cause  for  war,  for 
fyou  ha>E  yourselves  when  it  continued   a  sub- 
Jsisting  injury,  when  our  pretensions  were  una- 
bate.i,  a^d   our   practice  unrestrained,  except  by 
'the  exi.'Ifence  of  war,  actually  abandoned  a  war 
in  whicjj  you  were  engaged  with  us  for  this  very 
•injury,   ilt   would,   therefore-,   be  absurd  to  sup- 
pose tha<:you  would  make  war  for  a  cau>e  which 
jdid  not  |})rbid  iou  to  make  peace.     On  this  prin- 
.ciple  I  jijstify  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
/ejectin^tihe  armistice  proposed  by  Admiral  VVar- 
.ren.     THit  proposition  denied  even  a  tenjporary 
{suspensiijn  of  Uie  abuse,  and  therefore  left  us  no 
^hope  of  ^  permanent  security  against  it,  the  ex- 
<pectatiori,  of   which    alone    could    have    recom- 
jraended -ither  an  armistice  or   negotiation.     On 
■this  .subjijct  let  me  say.  that   it   is   not  contended 
<by  this  government  that  Great  Britain  shall  re- 
jnounce  |jie  claun  of  right,  as  the  only  condition 
Jon  whici;  It  will  put  an  end  to  the  war.     When 
«  say  thiji.  I  deem    it   necessary    to   declare,  that 
slihough.I  speak  with  great  confidence,  I  do  not 
Jfuund    uitf    opuiioa    on    any    knowledge    of   the 
,counsels*)f  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
jment.     C»f  Ihest'  1  have  no  knowledge,  but  I  speak 
^^rom  Its  public  acts,  from  the  public  declarations 
t 

I-      : 

*  n 


of  those  who  have  its  confidence,  and  from  the 
evidence  of  circumstances  which  surround  us. 
From  all  these  I  have  no  difficulty  in  saying, 
that  all  this  Government  demands  is  a  reasona- 
ble and  practicable  security  against  the  abuse  of 
the  practice;  and  I  venture  to  say,  that  were  the 
minority  in  power  to-morrow,  they  would  not 
conclude  a  peace  on  terms  less  favorable  ;  they 
will  not,  as  the  minority  of  this  body,  declare 
that  peace  ought  to  be  made  without  this  secur- 
ity. They  will  not  venture  to  meet  the  people 
of  the  United  States  with  such  a  decliration.  If 
they  do,  the  majority  need  not  fear  the  conse- 
quences. 

I  pass  from  the  causes  to  the  conduct  of  the 
war.    The  past  conduct  of  the  war ;  this,  I  think, 
cannot  be  defended,  and  as  I  have  not  been  an- 
indiscriminate    supporter    of  the    measures   and 
policy  of  the  Government,  so   I  will   not  bean 
indiscriminate  apologist  of  the  conduct   of  the 
war.     But    although    it    cannot    be   entirely  de- 
lended  it  may  admit  of  some  excuse.     When  it 
is    recollected   thai  this    nation    was    roused    by 
the  declaration  of  war  from  the  slumber  of  thirty 
years  of  tranquillity  and  peace ;  that  it  was  with- 
out officers  of  experience;  without  military  sci- 
ence or   military  establishments  ;  when  we  rec- 
ollect   the    comfortable    mediocrity    of    fortune 
which    our   citizens   enjoy,    which    gives   them 
homes  and  fanlilies  from  which  they  reluctantly 
part;  when    we   recollect  the  high  spirit  of  lib- 
erty which  is  breathed  by  every  man  in  our  free 
and  happy  country,  where   the  poorest  man  sees 
in   the    most    exalted    only    his    political    equal, 
which,  however  great  the  political  boast,  is  yet 
a  circumstance   the   most   incongruous  with  the 
spirit  of  subordination,  and  the  habits  of  disci- 
pline and  obedience,  which  are  necessary  to  form 
soldiers;  when   with    such    means  and    of  such 
materials  our  army  was  to  be  formed,  we  ought 
to  have  been  prepared  for   many  of  the  disasters 
and  disappointments  we  have  suffered.     But  just 
in  proportion  as  we  should  have  expected  disas- 
trous results  we  confidently  relied  upon  success, 
and  the  public  mind  was  consequently  prepared 
to  magnify  our   misfortunes,  and  to  look  at  the 
future   with  despondency.     From  this  cause  we 
have  been  able  to  see  but  one  side  of  the  picture. 
Could  we  penetrate  the  councils  of  the  enemy, 
and  enter  into  his  sensibilities,  we  might  discover 
that  our   misfortunes  have  been   magnified,  and 
our  successes  diminished,   by   the   optics  which 
have  heretofore  presented  them  to  our  view.    Let 
us  compare  our  own  situation  with   that  of  the 
enemy  ;  let  us  enter  into  his  sensibilities  and  dis- 
appointments and  compare  them  wiih  our  own. 
There  are  but  two  signal  instances  of  discomfit- 
ure of  which  we  complain.     The  first  in  the  sur- 
render of  Detroit,  and  the  second  in  the  failure 
of  the  expedition  against  Montreal.     These  are 
our  principal  misfortunes.     On  the  other  had,  we 
can  boast  the  destruction  of  Proctor's  army,  and 
the  successful  attack  and  capture  of  York.     Let 
us  take  the  enemy's  view  of  these  events.     Nei- 
ther of  the  officers  of  the  enemy  who  commanded 
on  these   occasions   has   been  since    employed. 
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Proctor  has  suffered  the  severest  censure,  in  the 
general  orders  of  the  Commander-in-chief  that 
language  can   express,  and    Sheaffe,  it  is  under- 
stood, has  been  sent  to  England,  perhaps  for  trial 
lor  his  misconduct.     The  enemy,  then,  supposes 
our  successes  on    these    occasion?,  however   we 
may  regard    them,  as  heavy    misfortunes   to  his 
arms.     The    victory  of  Harrison    was    such    as 
would  have  secured  to  a  Roman  General    in  the 
best  days   of  the   Republic,  the  honors  of  a  tri- 
umph.    Pie  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  Upper, Can- 
ada.    The  atiack  on  York   was  highly  spirited, 
and  the  success  was  brilliant  and  complete  ;  and 
this,  too,  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  lost 
the  commanding  officer,  the  gallant  Pike.  Ti  the 
moment  when  the  harvest   of   victory   was  to  be 
reaped.     The    war    on    ihe    land    has  not,  then 
been  so  disastrous  or  so  dishonorable  as  we  have 
sometimes  supposed. 

But  on  what  principle,  in  estimating  the  char-  • 
acter  and  effects  of  this  war.  are  gentlemen  au- 
thorized to  separate  the  operations  on  land  from 
those  on   the  ocean  and   the  lakes.     I  claim  not  > 
exclusively  for  my  own  political  friends  the  hon- 
ors of  our   naval   triumphs.     1  was  among   the 
first  to  accuse  them  of   their  neglect  of   this  ser- 
vice, and  to  urge  them  to  cherish  and  support  the 
Naval  Establishment.    Bui  I  cannot  either  allow 
to    the  gentlemen    in    the  Opposition   the  claim 
which  ihey  affect  of  being  ihe  exclusive  friends 
of  the  Navy.     They  have  discarded  the  man  (the 
late  President  Adams)  who  was  us  greatest  pa- 
tron, and  rejected  from   the  limes    which   ihty 
love  to  call  their  own.  the  period  in  which  it  re- 
ceived Its  greatest  and  its  happiest  impetus.    But 
let  lis  patrons  and  its  friends  be  whom  ihey  may, 
1  have  a  right  to  claim   lis  menis  for  the  coun- 
try ;  and  wJien  we  connect  our  naval  deeds  wiih 
the  other  events  of  the  war,  who  will  venture  to 
"ay  this  has  been  an  inglorious  war  /     An  inglo- 
rious war  I     Insult  not  the  gallant  men  who  have 
fou){ht  and  bled  in  your  battles,  and  yet  live  with 
high  claims    to    your    applause.     Tread   not  so 
rudely  on   me  ashes  of  the  heroic   dead.     Could 
the  soul  of  Lawrence  speak  from  the  ceremenis 
which  confine  his  mouldering  body,  in  what  ap-  I 
palling  language  would  he  rebuke  the  man  who  I 
should   assert   that    the  contest  in   which   he  so 
nobly  conquered  and  so  nobly  died,  was  an  inglo- 
nous  war!     Will  you  tell  th  ,t  worthy  man,*  who  ' 
fills   Willi  so   much   fidelity  and  usefulness  a  sta-  ■ 
tion  in  your  service  on   this  floor,  that  this  is  an  I 
inglorious  war  ?     He  has  beheld  one  sonf  triumph 
over   his  country's  foe.  and  live  to  hear  and  to  j 
receive  the  applause  and  gratitude  of  his  coun- 
try.   He  has  .»een  another;  tail  in  the  arms  of  vie-  ' 
tory,  heroically  aiding  in  an  achievement,  which 
if  It  be  not  unparallellt-d  is  certainly  not  exceeded 
in   the  annals  ©f   history.      Happy  father!  yet  I 
would  call  him  a  miserable  and  hopeless  man  were 


this  an   inglorious  war.     But  I  must  call  him  a 
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rnost  happy  father,  for  God  and  nature  have  im- 
planted in  our  bosoms  a  principle  which  elevates 
us  above  ihe  love  of  life  and  friends,  and  makes  us 
ihink  their  loss  a  blessing  when  they  are  yielded 
up  in  the  cause  of  a  beloved  country,  on  the  altar 
and  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism.     It  is  this  princi- 
I  pie  which  makes  that  excellent  father  reflert  not 
nierely  with  composure  but  with  pleasure  on  the 
child  of  his  love  giving  up  his  life  in  battle:  his 
blood  mingling  with  the  wave  and  his  body  en- 
lornbed   in   the    bosom  of  Erie.     Yes,  he  would  ' 
rather  feel  the  consciousness  that  his  gallant  boy 
fought  with  Perry  and  died  in  ihe  glorious  battle 
of  the  lOih  of  September  than  now  embrace  him 
in  tiis  arms,  again  animated  with  the  strong  pulse 
°'    ''',•:— »g^'n  pouring  into  the  parental    bosom 
his  filia    duty   and    lighting  up  a  father's  pride 
and  joy  I  * 

We  are  naturally  led  to  speak  next  of  the  fu- 
ture conduct  of  the  war.     It  is  said  that  the  oe- 
goiiations  which   are   pending  should    make   us 
relax  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  confine 
;  our  operations  lo  the  single  object  of  our  own  de- 
fence.    It  would  besufficient  to  oppose  this  ad  vice 
by  the  practice  of  every  country  and  every  age 
:  by  one  of  the  best   known  maxims  of  nationa/ 
policy— that  your  preparations  should  be  greatest 
i  at   the   moment  that  you  most  anxiously  desire 
and  most  earnestly  seek  peace;  and  by  one  of  the 
most  frequent  results  of  national  experience  that 
exactly  in  proportion   to  your  ability  to  do'your 
enemy   injury   do  you    negotiate    to   advantage, 
luet  us  suppose  the  negotiation  to  fail,  and  in  the 
meantime  we  neglect  the  establishment  of  an  effi- 
cient army,  what  disgrace  and   what  calamity 
might  not  be  the  result!     We  are  told  that  our 
past   mislortunes  should  admonish  us  of  our  in- 
ability to  wage  the  war  upon  the  land,  and  we 
are  particularly  advised  not  to  attempt  ihe  inva- 
sion and  conquest  of  Canada.     Our  misfortunes 
It  IS  admitted,  should  lead  us  to  the  practice  of 
caution,  but  should  not  deter  us  from  the  exercise 
of  our  faculties;  they  should  rather  animate  us, 
as  we  may  hope  to  remove  their  cau-es,  to  more 
,  vigorous  efforts.    I  should  consider  the  prevalence 
I  of  the  opinion  that  the  nation  was  unable  to  wa^e 
this  war  as  one  of  the  heaviest  calamities  it  could 
i  suffer— as  t!.e  very  greatest  calamity  it  could  be 
doomed    to  suffer.     But   I  am   sure   there  is  no 
,  loundation  for  the  opinion,  if  the  power  and  re- 
i  >ource5  of  the  nation  be  properly  called  forth  and 
I  employed.     The  invasion  of  Canada  is  supposed 
by  genilemen    in   ihe  Opposition  to  be  the  most 
exceptionable    way   in    which    the    war    can    be 
waged.     It  is  said  Great  Britain  will  not  surren- 
der Canada,  and  thai  it  is  therefore  useless  to  take 
It.  as  the  war  will  be  rendered  interminable  should 
we  attempt  to  retain  it.     But  as  it  is  seen  that  the 
retention   of  Canada   is   not   a    necessary  conse- 
quence of  its  conquest,  or  the  only  way  of  mak- 
ing ii  useful  in  that  attainment  of  the  end  of  war— 
a  removal  of  the  princijial  causes  of  war — it  i» 
found  necessary  to  sive  another  basis  to  the  ar- 
gument, and  it  IS  said  ihat  Canada  is  of  so  little 
consequence  to  Greai  Britain,  that  she  will  sacri- 
fice It  rather  than  give  up  any  important  cora- 
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raerciall  right,  or  privilege.  I  shall  not  stop  to 
notice  Jvhat  appears  to  be  an  inconsistency  in 
these  arguments;  but  say  it  is  denied  that  this 
Govert}lnent  claims  of  the  enemy  the  surrender 
of  any  important  right  or  privilege.  Ii  claims 
not  eV'M  a  surrender  of  the  pretended  right  of 
searchi.Jg  our  ships  for  her  seamen.  We  only 
ask  an  t^rrang.;ment  which  shall  prevent  an  abuse 
of  the  iractic,;?.  as  the  eloquent  gentleman  from 
GeorgijJ(Mr.  iFgrsyth)  has  demonstrated  from 
the  corrt'spongence  with  Admiral  Warren..  We 
deman(l).'d  only  a  security  against  the  abuse  of 
her  po^iler  whjch  shall  exempt  our  own  seamen, 
our  ow*.  citiz(?ns.  from  the  intolerable  outrage  of 
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•g.-v.  TTii  •  gviiiiciucu  wiiu  say 
Britain^^ill  nut  surrender  Canada.  Its  value  for 
its  tradi»and  supplies  is  not  the  favorite  view  in 
which  ijiat  pcjssession  is  considered  by  the  British 
nation.  I  It  is;  connected  wiih  the  most  brilliant 
era  of  h*r  history— that  of  the  wars  of  Chatham. 
They  w^puld  p»irt  with  twenty  sugar  islands  rather 
than  giAe  up  the  barren  rock  of  Cape  Diamond. 
They  c.onside-.r  it  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
orname:>ts  of  the  British  Crown.  It  is  insepara- 
ble froiji  events  whicli  emblazon  the  pages  of 
their  h*story--which  animate  the  eloquence  ol 
their  c,^aturs— which  give  confidence  to  their 
stalesntin.  anil   inspire  with  valor  their  soldiers 

and  wivji  painiotisn,  their  people.  The  peasant!  engaged.  But  what  renders  this  expense' mor^ 
who  h,,  not  W-arnt  his  alphabet,  can  read  in  that  j  l.urdensome  and  embarrassing  is,  this  ita  w^r  ,a 
possess((,Q  his,country's  glory,  and  in  a  rapid  and  I  which  the  expenditure  is  made  abroad  Were 
mtuil.vi.  glaijce  see  the  pride  and  power  of  j  three  times  the  sum  expended  in  the  Kingdom  it 
France  and  ^pa.n  humbled  by  the  British  arm«.  j  would  less  distress  thcf^nation  It  woufd  then 
In  imaojnatioh  he  stands  upon  the  cl.ffs  of  Que-  only  change  hands-it  now  f«.sses  entirely  away 
bee,   ar,^.  bokinor  down  frnn,  ih«  «»o,rMi  koi„i..     a  ,  .i...  .„  °„  .:_..   ..      ..    .  '.     "  v  ^'^t^'y  away. 


uance  of  the  war  she  cannot  add  to  her  power  or 
her  glory,  or  her  gains.  How  can  she  add  to  her 
power  ?  No  one  imagines,  if  she  could  conquer 
that  she  could  retain  a  foot  on  our  territory! 
Her  glory  ?  On  this  point  she  has  everything  to 
lose  and  nothing  to  gain.  Could  she  capture 
every  vessel  of  war  we  have,  when  the  superior 
force  with  which  she  would  do  it  is  considered, 
it  could  add  nothing  to  her  national  renown.  It 
is  a  war  which  can  yield  her  no  laurels.  Nor  can 
It  yield  her  any  pecuniary  advantage.  This  is 
to  be  sought  with  us  in  the  paths  of  peace.  What 
on  the  other  hand  are  her  inducements  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war  ?  The  expense  of  the  war  is  alone 
sufficient.  It  is  a  war  on  her  part  whose  effects 
can  bear  no  proportion  to  its  expense.  It  is  in  its 
nature  vastly  expensive  and  burdensome  to  her. 
Recollect  the  vast  expense  she  incurred  in  our 
Revolutionary  struggle,  which  heaped  up  so  im- 
mensely her  national  debt,  and  we  will  be  able 
to  form  some  opinion  of  the  probable  magnitude 
of  her  expenditures  in  this  war.  It  will  be  a 
moderate  estimate  to  say  that  it  costs  her  double 
the  sum  we  expend,  and  that  will  make  this  war. 
in  which  she  cannot  boast  a  trophy  or  risk  a  hopej 
cost  her  fifteen  million?  of  pounds  sterling  per  an- 
num. More,  probably,  than  the  war  she  has  lately 
carried  on.  with  so  much  glory,  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal. More,  certainly,  than  she  expends  to  ani- 
mate and  sustain  all  the  allied  Powers  of  the 
Continent  in  the  great  contest  in  which  they  are 


i\ 


bee,  aq>!.  looking  down  from  the  fearful  height 
on  the. .flood  beneath,  admires  the  daring  valor 
which  v^enturtid  to  assail  its  lofty  battlements.  In 
imagin;ction  he  treads  the  plains  of  Abraham,  and 
talks  (a*  he  had  heard  his  fathers  talk)  of  Wolfe 
and  of  Alontcilm,  and  how  they  beat  the  French, 
and  how  the  r^ianly,  mighty  counsels  of  Chatham' 
elevate^  the  character  of  his  country,  and  spread 
her  gUlry  through    the  world.     Now,  sir,  it  ap- 


1^ 


j.^»...-  ,  -  „.v  ..<ai  mi;3  .^laic  uj  iiiiiigs  prescHis  ttte 
happies(  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  with  a 
reasonable  hope  of  attaining  its  just  object— an 


At  the  iame  time,  loo,  that  she  makes  this  great 
and  useless  expenditure,  she  is  obliged  to  support 
the  war  from  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  to  subsi- 
dize the  Northern  allies.  These  expenditures 
also  are  made  abroad,  and  all  these  together  must 
produce  inconctivable  embarrassments*  in  their 
trade  and  finance.  I  have  no  allusion  whatever 
to  the  old  and  the  wild  notion  that  Great  Britain 
cannot  support  her  credit,  and  that  she  must  sink 


r   „   „       .  ..      "  .  •  \.    .  ■ ,-..,..  «|.      i.aiiuui  suiMioi  I  iier  creu  i,  anu  mat  stie  must  sinlr 

\  pears  t.jme  that  tlm  state  of  things  presents  the    under  the  immense  burdens  of  her  deb^and  her 
.  happiest  means  of  carrvintr  nn  ik«  n-or  ™iit.  ,    ,.-„„...i i      ■  .    .        .^  utoi  ana  ner 


k  1 1  '        \rr    . o         ju..,i  uujtti — du    Muimy,  anu   mat  were  it  necessarv  in  nr*.vprvp 


the  rea(^h  of  our  most  effectual  blows,  a  posses- 
sion hijjhly  vulnerable,  which  our  enemy  greatly 
prizes,  ;^nd  will  most  reluctantly  suffer  to  be 
wresle()/rom  him.  Consider  these  circumstances, 
and  connect  them  with  the  many  other  induce- 
ments 'i^hich  Great  Britain  has  t^  make  peace 
with  u$!and  i:  would  seem,  if  we  are  true  to  our- 
selves, ijweejthibiian  honorablespirit,and  make 
a  manl^  effort,  we  will  effect  an  honorable  peace 
at  no  djitant  day. 

Sir,  Cfreat  Britain  needs,  and  oyght  to  desire 
a  peace  with  mis  country.  What  inducements 
has  she  to  continue  the  war?  All  we  demand 
^  she  canjgrant  without  affecting  her  interests,  her 
:  ,  honor,  ^r  her  pride.  We  only  want  a  security 
J^  against  jthe  abuse  of  her  power.     By  the  contin- 

l 


expenditures.     I  acknowledge  the  vastnessVf  her 
ability,  and   that  were  it  necessary  to  preserve 


I 
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greater  expenditures.  But  the  exertion  would  not 
be  natural;  it  would  be  distressing;  and  would 
not  prove  that  her  best  and  most  urgent  policy  is 
not  to  lessen  rather  than  increase  her  expendi- 
tures. Let  it  not  be  supposed,  that,  from  the  suc- 
cesses of  her  own  arms,  and  the  arms  of  the  al- 
lies, she  is  relieved  from  the  pecuniary  demands 
she  has  hitherto  borne ;  on  the  contrary,  her  allies 
are  exhausted  in  their  finance,  a^d  look  to  her 
alone  for  pecuniary  support,  while  the  moment 
of  fruition,  that  of  the  consummation  of  hope 
long  indulged,  presented  in  near  prospect,  urges 
them  to  every  exertion  they  can  possibly  make 
to  secure  the  object  for  which  they  have  so  long 
sighed,  and  for  the  attainment  of  which  they 
have  expended  so  much  blood  and  treasure.     It 
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is  a  moment  when  they  must  granteverything— 
it  is  a  moment  in  which  they  may  be  called  upon 
to  make  yet  greater  exertions  and  greater  expen- 
ditures than  any  they  have  hitherto  made— it  is  a 
moment  in  which  the  most  obvious  policy  would 
direct  Great  Britain  to  meet  us  amicably  and 
treat  us  justly;  and  nothing  more  is  necessary  to 
put  an  end  to  this  war. 

There  is  another  very  powerful  reason  why 
Great  Britain  should  desire  peace  with  us — this 
is  founded  in  the  advantages  of  our  trade.  I 
know  we  have  overrated  the  influence  of  our 
trade  as  a  measure  of  coercion,  but  it  is  notwith- 
standing unquestionably  highly  valuable  to  her. 
The  loss  of  it  would  not  induce  her  to  make  a 
great  sacrifice  of  interest  or  feeling,  but  at  any 
moment  when  she  should  suffer  no  motive  but 


her  real  interests  to  govern  her.  it  would  be  a 
very   powerful    pacificator.     We  were,    when   a 
good    understanding  subsisted   between   the  two 
nations,  her   best  customer.     We  took  from  her 
two-fifths  of  all  the  exports  of  her  woollen  manu- 
factures, which  she  always  considered  her  great 
staple,  and  a  vast,  if  not  an  equal  amount  of  her 
cotton  goods,   besides  other  articles;  and  when 
peace  shall   be  again  restored,  we  shall  again  be 
her  best  customer ;  for,  whatever  may  be  thought 
to  the  contrary,  there  will  be  no  changes  wrought 
by  the   war.   unless    it   be  very   long  continu'ed, 
which  can   materially  alter  the  commercial   re- 
lations of   the  two  countries;  and  she  may  justly 
hope,  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  for  a  restoration 
of  our  valuable  custom  as  a   purchaser  of  her 
manufactures.     Our  trade  is  rendered  even  more 
necessary  to  her  by  the  great  demand  which  is 
said  to  exist  for  her  manufactures  for  the  markets 
of  other  countries,  because  we  furnish  the  raw 
materials  of  many  of  them,  of  better  quality  and 
on    better    terras    than    any   other  country    can. 
They  cannot,  for  example,  from  all  the  colonies 
of  the  world,  completely  substitute  our  cottons- 
their  endeavors  to  establish  the  affirmative  of  this 
proposition,  to  my  mind,  very  satisfactorily  show 
a   material  dependence  upon  us  for  this  article. 
Does  It  not  then  seem  that  the  terms  which  we 
demand  of  the  enemy  are  reasonable  and  attain-  | 
able  ? 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  that  subject  which  was  i 
my  principal  inducement  to  claim  your  attention  j 
in  this  debate— I  allude  to  the  question  of  retalia-  I 
lion.  The  conduct  of  the  Government  is  not  only  ' 
condemned  in  this  particular,  but  it  is  also  said  ' 
we  ought  not  to  prosecute  the  war  against  Canada  | 
lest  It  should  provoke  the  enemy  to  give  occasion  j 
for  the  exercise  of  the  retaliation  which  we  have  1 
threatened.  Let  us  see  what  foundation  there  is  I 
for  this  humiliating  doctrine.  This  question  is  I 
one  ot  the  gravest  and  most  solemn  character;  I 
affecting  deeply  the  honor  of  the  country,  the  duty  ' 
of  the  Government,  and  the  lives  of  our  citizens. 
I  wish,  for  the  last  reason,  it  had  been  the  pleasure 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority  to  have  passed  I 
Jtover  in  silence.  I  think  it  would  have  been  '' 
safest  and  wisest.  I  pretend  not.  however,  to  die-  i 
tate  the  conduct  of  other  gentlemen,  but  I  must  * 
be  permitted  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  doc-  ' 


i  trines  which  have  been  maintained  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  on  this  subject,  I  think,  but  I 
wish  to  be  understood  as  speaking  with  a  proper 

'  deference  for  the  opinions  of  other  gentlemen 
this  subject  has  been  very  erroneously  considered.' 

I  It  has  been  made  by  the  combatants  on  either  side 

'  to  depend  altogether  on  the  question  of  expatria- 
tion, when  it  has  very  little  and  very  remote  re- 
lation to  that  question.  But,  as  the  inquiry  is  one 
ot  very  great  importance.  I  hope  I  may  be  par- 

:  doned  for  discussing  it  first  in  the  way  in  which 
It  has  been  heretofore  generally  treated,  in  order 

I  that  I  may  draw  the  subject  from  thence,  without 

:  any  violence  to  the  common  mode  of  thinking 
into  that  point  of  light  in   which  I  .<«uppose  it 

I  ought  to  viewed. 

'      To  speak,  then,  of  expatriation.  The  right  of  ex- 
I  patriation,  which  is  broadly  and  generally  affirmed 
on  the  one  hand,  is  on  the  other  rebutted  in  equal 
1  extent,  by  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance.  These 
'■  may  be  assumed  to  be  equivalent  questions.     The 
!  aflSrmation  of  the  one  is  the  negation  of  the  other. 
!  This  it  may  be  material  to  remember,  because  it 
will  be  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  argument 
to  show  that  naturalization,  which   is  generally' 
considered  as  destructive  of  perpetual  a^Uegiance 
and  synonymous  with  expatriation,  is  reaSy  not 
so.     Perpetual  allegiance  is  alleged  to  be  ipnded 
on  natural  law,  the  positive  law  of  nations,  or  the 
municipal  law  of  each  State.     We  will  examine 
each  ;  and  first,  the  law  of  nature.     To  determine 
what  IS  the  law  of  nature,  the  simplest  way  may 
be,  not  to  embarrass  ourselves  with  equivocal  de- 
finitions, but  to  look  at  things  throuo-h  our  best 
judgments,  with  a  view  to  discover  t^eir  just  fit- 
ness and  connexion.     We  may  call  in  the  aid  and 
authority  of  writers  of  character  and  reputation 
and  with    these  lights  seek   our  conclusion.     Iti 
this  view  we  are  able  to  discover  but  two  princi- 
ples or  pretences  on  which  the  duty  of  perpetual 
allegiance  is  affirmed,  or  the  right  of  expatriation 
denied.     These  are  the  necessities  of  the  State 
and  the  gratitude  of  the  subject.     These  are  the 
only  grounds  stated  by  Vattel.  to  whom  alone  I 
shall  refer  as  my  authority  for  positions  of  natural 
and  national  law.  because  I  can  refer  to  no  better 
authority,  the  more  especially  as  on   the  points 
for  which  I  shall   use  him,  1  believe  he  agrees 
with  all  other  writers.(a) 

The  obligation  resulting  from  the  necessity  of 
the  State,  can  apply  to  none  but  extreme  cases — 
such,  for  example,  as  the  instance  of  invasion,  or 
the  case  of  war,  when  great  numbers  should  sud- 
denly abandon  the  State- a  necessity  that  neither 
does  nor  can  exist  in  relation  to  the  few  scattered 
instances  of  expatriation  which  the  practice  and 
experience  of  nations  have  hitherto  exhibited  to 
our  view,  and  which  form  the  wholeof  the  instances 
about  which  we  reason  ;  nor  can  it  form  any 
loundaiiori  for  perpetual  allegiance  in  the  extent 
ID  which  it  is  claimed  ;  which  is  not  confined  to 
cases  of  extraordinary  character,  such  as  I  have 
mentioned,  but  embraces  every  subject  born  in 
the  country,  and  is  neither  limited  by  time  nor 
circumstances. 

The  extent  ofthat  obligation,  which  is  founded 
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a  s  L(*  of  infancy,  he  has  b^eD  protected  and  per- 
raii|e^  to  live  t  p  to  adult  years  in  security  and 
pea^e,  Bui  ha  this  ht-nefit  imposed  an  obligation 
whiir^  has  no  Ji  nits,  which  i:>  co^)men^urate  with 
ey^yvfaculty,  nienlaland  physical,  which  the  sub- 


tlieiiji'ereign  U\t  the  protection  which  is  enjoyed 
by  |i\'offNpring(as  w»ll  as  himself;  and  the  son. 
whijijhe  arrivei  at  atiult  age  and  is  able  himself 
10  slrfe  the  St<>te,  is  jjothing  in  arrear  to  the  Gov- 
|t;Ot.  Put  jhe  ca^e  of  any  actual  society  or 
ijiion.  ls»not  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
fully  repa|d  by  the  gross  population,  includ- 
.  „-ht  young  ,  nd  ihe  old.  at  any  given  period? 
I'li^aidult  11  m^y  be  ftdniiiied  owesa  debt  ofgrat- 
itUuV  lo  some  cj|ie  for  the  care  and  assi>tance  by 
whi^U  be  has  fceen  reared  ;  to  his  parent,  if  you 
(•;  but  ceriiinly  not  to  the  sovereign,  who,  it 
has  re<  <|ived  a  full  equivalent  for  the  pro- 
hich  |he  subject  has  enjoyed.  There 
then,  t|i  be  no  foundation  for  the  claim 
^  t^petual  aiegiance  in  the  necessities  of  the 
Sia  .^^ur  the  gr*\iitude  of  ihe  subject  I'or  the  ben- 
efii|l^  has  reciived.  I  will  illustrate  the  argu- 
mt'lijn  relatioji  to  the  last  of  these  pretences  by 
iheSaie  of  parent  and  child.  The  gratitude  due  by 
iheiiiizt-ii  to  ife  .sovereign  cannot  be  greater  in 
lbe.ji[>inion  of  |iose  who  most  revere  the  obliga- 
lioi^tiian  that  ci'the  child  to  the  parent — yet  there 
is  r,  |iian  wh(>*would  not  be  shocked  ai  the  in- 
jusi|c<«  of  the  p|reDt  who  .<*hould  claim  from  his 
chilj|perpeiuaij servitude,  as  a  debt  of  gratitude 
If  nunure,^ 

lliereanytijng  ia  the  general  nature  of  gov- 

t,"'  w.'iictijWill  auihorize  the  doctrine  of  [)er- 

peiilallegi.injje  ?     I  do  not  mean  any  particular 

Gu|tfQmeut,  ^)j|t  govrrnmenl  lo  its  essential  form. 

Th»  ^^ry   argii^ient    in   which    we   are  engaged 

seei^.sJio  luruisj^  tlie  evidence  on  which  we  must 

coui  \o  a  nigajive  conclusion.     It  proves,  to  say 

ihefe^st.  that  |he  claim  of  perpttual  all.giance 
is  -■-^-     .  -         .  

are 
thi 


for 

I 

ern 


r(Aie>lion  a  great  doubt.  But  the  natura 
e  if  man  aihe  existed  when  uidependent  o 
[foment,  in*a  state  of  nature,  (and  though  w« 
lijl  reasonui;"     '"  '      ' 

(iii<^ijpte,  It  IS  t 

cer«iA  his  aclu 

sibhj  *iaie.)  to  ^ 


?  reasonuig  of  men  who  have  ever  been  in 
Upte,  It  IS  1  iir  and  necessary,  in  order  to  as- 
il  siujation,  to  advert  to  this  pos- 
|^*aleJ  lo  ^.o  whrre  he  pleased  and  to  serve 
wh  t'll  he  pleas*^,  wa.s  clear  and  indubnable.  The 
staii  ^1  the  lact  then,  is  Uiis  :  His  original  right 
is  c|4|r,  but  hi>  subsfquenl  obligation  is  doubtful. 
and|';<ierelore.  ji.les.y  the  less  shall  more  than 
coij|ijrvail  th.;  stronger  proof,  the  conclusion 
oufci'^io  be  th;*  he  i^  not  bound  lo  perpetual  al- 
leg>Ke. 

ij.i{let  us  cojiinue  tl{e  inquiry.     Is  there  any- 
thiil^r-lin  ihfgerlt'ral  nature o(  Government  which 
ize  ^perpeiual  allegiance?     What    is 


i  ^uthoi 
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the  foundation  of  the  power  of  Governraenl  ?  Is 
it  not  clearly  and  obviously  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion ?  How  else  can  we  suppose  it  to  exist? 
Government  must  be  located.  It  must  exi.st  with- 
in territorial  limits,  or  with  reference  lo  territo- 
rial limits.  Its  basis,  ihen,  is  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion, and  its  authority  is  coextensive  with  its 
territorial  limits  and  the  extension  of  its  territo- 
rial power.  If  we  seek  for  examples,  we  shall 
find  that  Its  authority  ceases  where  these  cease, 
and  extends  where  these  extend.  In  relation  to 
territorial  limits,  the  idea  is  easily  and  perfectly 
conceived;  but,  of  the  extension  of  territorial 
power,  it  will  be  necessary  to  speak  and  to  stale 
the  instances,  which  will  al  once  illustrate  ihe 
argument  and  establish  the  rule.  There  is  the 
instance  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Govern- 
ment beyond  its  territorial  limits  lo  the  distance 
of  a  certain  number  of  leagues  from  the  shore; 
there  is  also  the  instance  of  ships,  whether  vessels 
of  war  or  merchant  ships.  The  idea  that  has 
been  expressed  by  the  phrase.  "  a  ship  is  a  floating 
colony."  I  know  has  been  lately  derided ;  but  it 
was  once  an  approved  and  accepted  doctrine  with 
those  who  now  so  contemptuously  reject  it.  It 
was  no  other  than  this  principle  on  which  the 
celebrated  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins  was  decided. 
This  formed  the  basis,  if  my  memory  does  not 
much  deceive  me,  of  the  argument  on  that  sub- 
ject of  the  distinguished  man  who  now  presides, 
with  so  much  advantage  to  the  country,  and 
honor  lo  himself,  over  the  highest  judicial  estab- 
lishment in  the  United  State?,  (Chief  Justice 
Marshall;)  and  it  is  a  principle  perfectly  well 
establishfd  in  ihe  law  of  nations.  Nor  is  there 
any  disiinclion.  in  the  principle  itself,  between 
ships  of  war  and  merchantmen  ;  the  one  has  pre- 
vailed in  practice — a  distinction  which  has  grown 
up  lately,  and  which  originated  in  the  prudence 
of  nations.  This  has  established  the  exempiioa 
of  ships  of  war  from  search;  bul  this  exempiioo 
is  evidently  founded  on  a  desire  lo  avoid  the  fre- 
quent hostilities  which  would  result,  and  not  from 
the  mere  consideration  of  ihe  power  which  dis- 
tinguishes a  vessel  of  war  from  a  merchant  ship. 
The  relative  power  of  a  vessel  of  war  carrying  a 
few  puns,  and  a  merchantman,  to  that  of  a  ship- 
of-the-line,  is  nut  materially  different.  It  is  not 
the  mere  warlike  efficiency  of  a  vessel  which  ex- 
tends ih»  power  of  llie  Government,  but  ilie  en- 
sign of  its  sovereignty  which  represents  its  ter- 
ritorial strength.  This  extension  of  territorial 
power  embraces  also  the  armies  of  a  nation — as 
far  as  its  .ships  can  sail,  or  its  armies  march,  ihe 
territorial  power  of  a  nation  is  extended.  This 
doctrine  is  neither  new  nor  controverted.  Vatlel 
agrees  with  all  other  writers  on  the  subject,  and 
he  clearly  establishes  all  the  positions  I  have  laid 
down. (6) 

Bui  the  authority  of  Government  is  circum- 
scribed by  its  territorial  limits  and  ihe  extension 
of  its  territorial  power.  It  seems  to  result,  then, 
that  ihe  law  of  nature,  as  it  grows  out  of  the 
moral  duties  of  the  subject  to  the  State,  or  out  of 
the  essential  nature  of  Government,  does  not  es- 
tablish the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance. 


»• 


1641 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1642 


r 


Fnroabt,  1814. 


TV  Loan  BUI. 


H.  OP  R. 


The  positive  law  of  nations,  which  is  the  next 
ground  on  which  this  claim  is  to  be  sustained,  is 
formed  of  the  treaties  and  usages  of  nations. 
These  are  almost  sileut.  There  are,  perhaps,  no 
subsisting  treaties  or  reciprocal  usages  on  the 
subject ;  but,  as  far  as  the  past  history  of  nations 
affords  any  examples,  ibey  appear  lo  be  opposed 
to  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance. 

It  remains  for  us  to  consider  how  far  the  muni- 
cipal laws  of  nations,  respectively,  establish  this 
right.  And  here  I  readily  admit,  that  the  muni- 
cipal laws  of  England  do  establish  the  doctrine. 
I  think,  loo,  that  the  municipal  laws  of  other  na- 
tions generally  accord  with  those  of  England  on 
this  subject.  I  then. at  once,  concede  lo  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenor)  all 
that  he  so  zealously  endeavored  lo  prove  by  the 
learned  and  able  argument  which  he  submitted  to 
you  the  other  day — that  the  municipal  laws  of 
England,  and  of  nations  generally,  enjoin  upon 
the  fcubjeci  the  duty  of  perpetual  allegiance.  And 
i  admit,  further,  that  is  is  of  no  practical  conse- 
quence to  say  that  it  is  neither  supported  by  the 
moral  duties  of  the  subject,  nor  warranted  by  the 
essential  nature  of  Government.  It  is  enough  to 
say,  that  it  is  enforced  by  the  sanctions  which  se- 
cure obedience  to  all  municipal  laws;  though  it 
be  not  just,  it  does  not  cease  to  be  obligatory 
wherever  municipal  laws  can  operate.  But  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  and  those  who  reason 
with  him.  having  established  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual allegiance,  at  once  assume,  in  substance, 
though  not  in  express  lerms,  a  distinct  proposi- 
tion, equally  necessary  to  their  conclusion,  which 
they  have  not  proved  or  even  attempted  to  prove — 
namely,  universal  allegiance.  I  doubt  whether 
my  meaning,  in  the  use  of  this  term,  may  be 
clearly  understood,  and  therefore  I  will  define  it. 
It  IS  intended  lo  say,  that  the  allegiance  claimed 
is  not  only  co-extensive  with  the  territorial  limits, 
and  the  extension  of  the  territorial  power  of  the 
natural  sovereign,  bul  also  goes  with  the  subject 
into  the  territories,  and  under  the  territorial  power 
of  every  other  sovereign  under  whose  jurisdic- 
tion he  may  reside.  The  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman. It  IS  admitted,  establishes  perpetual  alle- 
giance; but  It  assumes  that  this  perpetual  alle- 
giance IS  also  universal.  Now,  the  latter  is  denied, 
and  clearly  does  not  exist ;  he  has  offered  no  proof 
to  establish  it ;  and,  if  we  recur  to  the  principles 
which  we  have  already  proved,  it  will  appear 
satisfactory  that  it  cannot  exist.  It  has  been 
proved  that  the  power  of  a  Government  is  only 
co-extensive  with  its  territorial  limits,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  Its  territorial  power.  Beyond  these,  it 
can  neither  enforce  dunes  nor  extend  protection. 
Now,  the  basis  of  allegiance  is  protection;  and 
all  legal  duties  must  suppose,  at  least  in  theory 
and  in  the  nature  of  things,  an  ability  to  enforce 
them;  but,  beyond  the  territorial  limits  and  the 
extension  of  the  territorial  power  of  a  Govern- 
ment, neither  of  these  exist,  nor  can,  in  the  nature 
of  thin(rs,  exist ;  and  of  course,  beyond  these,  alle- 
giance must  cease.  It  will  be  no  reply  to  this 
argument  to  say  that,  on  the  return  of  the  subject 
to  the  dominions  of  his  native  sovereign,  his  alle- 


giance is  restored.  It  is  admitted  that  allegiance 
is  not  limited  by  lime,  but  it  yet  remains  to  be 
established  that  it  is  not  limited  by  space;  that, 
when  out  of  these  dominions,  the  citizen  is  sub- 
ject lo  a  power  which  in  its  nature  only  can  exist 
within  them.  Nor  will  it  be  more  material  to 
prove  ihat.  on  the  return  of  a  subject  to  his  natire 
country,  he  may  be  punished  for  any  offences — 
denominated  such  by  the  internal  laws  of  the 
Slate — which  have  been  committed  without  its 
limits ;  for  that  will  only  prove  that  the  sovereign 
authority  is  uncontrollable  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  Stale;  that  it  may  enforce  unjust 
laws,  and  inflict  unjust  punishments.  Bul  it  is 
sufficient  for  the  present  argument  to  say,  as  will 
be  proved  hereafter,  that,  when  taken  in  arms,  he 
is  protected  from  the  operation  of  municipal  laws 
by  the  laws  of  arms. 

Ii  has  even  been  contended,  that  we  have  not 
the  right  to  naturalize  the  subjects  of  another 
Power,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  impose  the  obliga- 
tion of  bearing  arms  against  that  Power,  even 
within  our  own  territory  ;  and  that,  if  our  Coa- 
siiiuiion  and  laws  speak  a  different  language,  thejr 
are  nugatory.  Ail  nations,  speaking  generally, 
have,  indeed,  claimed  the  duty  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance;  bul  the  same  nations,  at  the  same  time, 
have  exercised  the  power  of  naturalization  ;  the 
British  nation,  particularly,  without  any  formality 
of  process,  naturalizes  the  subjects  of  other  Pow- 
ers in  the  most  extensive  sense  of  the  word.  Our 
Constitution,  on  this  subject,  is  as  explicit  as  lan- 
guage can  make  it;  and  it  is  hardly  fair  for  gen- 
tlemen to  lake  for  granted  that  all  the  great  men 
who  framed  and  signed  that  instrument,  with 
Washinoto.n  at  their  head,  were  so  grossly  igno- 
rant of  the  relative  rights  and  duties  of  nations 
as  this  argument  necessarily  supposes.  Lei  me 
say  to  these  gentlemen,  that  I  have  understood, 
and  believe,  this  provision  of  the  Consiiiuiioa 
was  introduced  into  the  instrument  by  a  gentle- 
man (Alexander  Hamilton)  who.  I  acknowledge, 
was  a  very  great  man,  and  to  whose  memory  they 
are  not  unwilling  to  pay  the  highe.sl  honors.  Will 
the  gentleman  say  he  was  thus  ignorant  of  the 
relative  rights  and  duties  of  nations  ? 

After  these  views  of  the  subject,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  reconcile,  with  ihe  laws  and  practice  of 
nations,  the  apparent  paradoxes,  with  the  absurd- 
ity of  which  the  disputants  on  either  side  of  ibis 
question  have  ch.irged  each  other,  ll  is  said,  that 
perpetual  allegiance  is  incompatible  with  natu- 
ralization; and.  therefore,  that  all  Governments 
which  naturalize,  lo  be  consistent,  must  abandon 
the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  said  allegiance  is  perpetual,  and  there- 
fore you  cannot  naturalize.  Bul  these  are  mis- 
takes ;  for  allegiance  being  only  co  extensive  with 
the  territorial  limits,  or  the  extension  of  the  terri- 
torial power  of  a  Government,  each  operates 
within  a  sphere  which  is  exclusive  of  the  sphere 
of  the  other.  Thus  the  claim  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance and  the  riglit  of  naturalization  are  com- 
patible, and  the  practice  of  nations  ceases  to  be 
paradoxical  and  absurd.  Again,  it  is  said  that 
naturalization  is  practised   by  all  Governments, 
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HJifiai  all  GfJTernments,  to  be  consistent,  should  I  mics,  are  not  even  treated  us  prisoners  of  war. 
coi^  ;i]e  the  ri  jht  of  expairiaiion  ;  but  ibis  is  also  On  the  ocean  they  are  suffered  to  pass  unmolested, 
a  rj  -;|alce.  for  ^expatriation  implies  a  total  release  !  and  are  often,  within  the  territory  of  an  enemy, 
of  w^if  subject  |rom  his  allegiance,  as  well  when  |  permitted  to  reside  in  peace,  protected  by  the 
wiisij«>ut  as  on  ^is  return  to  the  territory  of  his  :  laws  of  the  State.  But  above  all,  the  life  of  a 
jilal  sovere^n  ;  while  naturalization  is,  in  its  i  prisoner  of  war  is  to  be  held  sacred,  and  he  is  to 
tion.  onl4  co-estensive  with  the  territory  j  be  treated  with  humanity  and  kindness.  En- 
tjie  eitensj)n  of  the  territorial  power  of  the  ;  grafted  on  these  usages,  to  secure  them  from  vi- 


U'd  soverr^gn.  It  is,  then,  not  paradoxical  |  olation,  arose  the  practice  of  retaliation,  which, 
;.  that  Gojernments  deny  the  right  of  expa-  i  far  from  being,  even  where  it  extends  to  the  de- 
in.and  ex.rcise  the  power  of  naturalization ;  :  privation  of  human  life,  an  act  ot  cruelty,  is,  when 

acc^rjlingly.  w#  find  that  Governments  generally  I  soberly  and  correctly,  though  sternly  and   inexo- 

havjr^ilenied  th^  right  of  expatriation,  and  have 


exejfcjsed.  at  thr  sam'!  time,  the  power  of  natu- 
ral^dftion.  ^ 

J^ji  I  repeat. ^nd  I  will  now  endeavor  to  prove, 
thaitiie  quesliijn  of  retaliation  has  been  very  im- 
prolefly  connb^jted  with  those  of  perpetual  alle- 
giat?,  naturaljj^ation.  and  expatriation.  Perpet- 
ualfdjlegiance  js  indeed  so  far  connected  with 
retiijitioa  as  jo  be  the  pretence  under  which, 
sonj^iimes,  tha)  act  of  an  enemy  is  committed 
whi-j  renders letaliaition  necessary,  and  natural- 
izaluji  is  so  faj  conaected  with  it,  as  to  increase 
the«i|ligation  ^  the  adopted  sovereign  to  retal- 
iatj«i^r  the  injury  done  to  the  naturalized  citizen, 
as  ^Ji<\  ties  that  bind  tpem  together  are  more  close 
ipmerous.apd  mere  solemn,  than  those  which 
vct  a  sovei|jign  aind  the  stranger  who  merely 

^rms  in  li|s  service.     The  foundation,  how-  ;  mitted  lo  be  a  general  right"of  war.  yet  when  the 
i)f  the  rigit  of  retaliation  is  not  at  all  form-  i  natural  sovereign  finds  his  subject  in  arms  against 
these  tieJ;  but;  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  ,  him.  he  has  a  right  to  punish  him  as  a  traitor,  and 
[lied   natiO||s  in  war.     The  proper  mode  of  ,  that  the   sovereign  in  whose  ranks   and   under 
ifsing  this   question  was  well  indicated  by  '  whose  colors  he  lought  has  no  right  to  retaliate. 
i|xample  o     the  venerable  gentleman  (Mr.  '  But  has  not  this  argument  been  already  refuted  ? 
vey)  from  Pennsylvania,  and  has  been  pur-  I  Has  it  not  been  proved  that  all  the  rights  of  the 
_^!with  gre^t  suc(«ess,  by  the  gentleman  (Mr.    victor  over  the  captive  are  merged  in  those  of 
^chtson)  IJom  Louisiana,  the  latter  part  of    war  ?  There  is  no  collision  bel7/een  the  municipal 
ifjt  speech,  »hat  which  was  delivered  during  i  laws  and  the  laws  of  war.     The  captive  is  a  pris- 
i<^l  ten  miijutes  he  addressed  you,  was  in  my  1  oner  of  war  and  in  this  character  never  becomes 
h|n,  worth  111  (I  deny  not  the  abstract  talent  j  subject  to  any  other  than  the  laws  of  war. 
laired  by  others)  ;hat  has  been  said  within  as  i      But  it  is  attempted  to  be  proved,  by  le<Tal  and 
wei^*s  withoi-   thesie  walls  on  the  subject,  be-  1  historical  instances,  that  Great  Britain  his  pun- 
cauie*he  proveJ  by  tl  e  best  example  what  is  the    ished  her  subjects  who  have  been  taken  in  arms 
|f»of  natiols  on  this  point;  which  at  once  ,  against  her,  and  thence  it 


rably  applied,  sacred  to  humanity.  Were  it  not 
for  this  sanction,  we  should  probably  soon  bid 
adieu  to  the  civilized  and  mitigated  character  of 
modern  war,  which  would  assume  its  ancient  fe- 
rocity. Acts  of  retaliation  are  like  judicial  sac- 
rifices on  the  altar  of  justice,  in  which,  though 
humanity  may  weep,  the  offended  laws  must  be 
satisfied.  If  it  be  replied  that  the  instance  is  dis- 
similar, because  the  subject  of  retaliation  is  inno- 
cent, it  is  answered  that  the  victims  of  war  are 
generally  innocent.  It  must  be  ever  a  subject  of 
lamentation  when  we  are  obliged  to  take  the  life 
of  man.  It  is  still  more  a  subject  of  lamentation 
when  the  blood  of  the  innocent  is  shed,  but  the 
condition  of  humanity  sometimes  requires  and 
justice  sometimes  commands  us  to  do  both.  It 
is  however  said,  that  though  retaliation    be  ad- 


,  »|ted  the  pfoper  mode  and  the  true  object  of  •  the  law  of  nations  <Ten 


era 


IS  inferred  that 
ly  and  of  war. 


usa 

pre 

inq€iy('.  Before  the  mitigated  practice  of  mod- 
ernities had  softened  and  civilized  the  character 
of  v4»jf,  it  woull  havg  been  considered  absurd  in 
theirj-tor  to  tairk  of  his  right  to  punish  the  van- 
qui  l,(^d.  as  a  traitor  lender  the  municipal  laws  ol 
his  laiive  courjiry.  vhen  he  had  been  taken  in 

ami  Against  it?    The  rights  of  war  gave  him  the  '  save   the    victims.     The   instances   which    have 
rea<Ht^  means  of  his  sword  and  his  will.     Amidst  ,  been   mentioned  are  generally  those  which  grow 
^.^raunicipal  laws  are  correctly  said  to  be  si.  '         '  ■  - 

lent 


this  is 
Were 
the  premises  admitted  tiie  conclusion  would  not 
follow.  But  these  examples  only  prove  excep- 
tions to  the  general  rule.  They  are  cases  in 
which  power  and  violence  have  trampled  on  law 
and  principle,  because  no  national  or  other  arm 
of  sufficient  vigor  was  interposed  to  protect  and 


arn^.flnunicipai  laws  are  correctly  said  to  be  si- 
Jlhe  origii^l  right  of  the  victor  was  to  put 


fisoners  ti^  death — this  is  still  his  extreme 

*nd  still  ;'jtists  In  such  degree  as   to  merge 

ly  effect  ti,  anniUilate  all  other  rights  over 

ipiive,  buif  it  is.  a  right  controlled  by  the 


out  of  civil  wars,  and  occurred  at  times  when  all 
resistance  to  the  Government  had  been  put  down, 
and  there  remained  no  ability  in  the  vanquished 
to  execute  retaliation.  Such  were  the  cases  of 
iEneas  McDonald,  Colonel  Townley,and  others. 
^  I  In  that  of  Doctor  Story,  which  was  most  relied 

[j;«ied    usagjs  ot    modern    times,   and    these  |  upon    by    the   gentleman    from  North  Carolina 
■1   have  b-come   the   established   laws  and  |  (Mr.  Gasto.n.)  though  he  had  become  a  Spanish 
iiol  civihned  w»r.     Examples  of  these  mi-    subject  and  resided  in  the  dominions  of  Spain  for 
'^usages  >ire  numerous.     The  property  of  |  some  years,  yet  he  had  returned  to  England  and 
ibjects  ol  »!n  ener/iy  is  on  land  generally  held 
flAble.     Ptffsons  30t  belligerent,  though  ene- 

\ 
I 

t 


there   had  committed  treason.     On  such  a  case 
there  could  be  no  question.    [Mr.  Gaston  said 


i 
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this  case  was  generally  misunderstood,  and   was 
taken  to  be  such  as  had  been  just  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina — but  in  Dyer's  i 
Reports,  where    the   case    was    best  reported,  it 
would  appear  that  the  treason  was  committed  in 
Flanders.]     I  am  glad,  said  Mr.  C.  that  the  gen-  i 
tleman  has  corrected  me.     I  should  be  very  sorry 
to  misrepresent  the  argument  of  any  gentleman, 
and  expecially  that  of  one  whose  conduct  in  de- 
bate is  so  fair  and  honorable  as  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina.     I  have  not  exam- 
ined the  ca^e  particularly,  because  the  principle 
of  "my  argument  admits  these  cases.     My  object 
was  merely  lo  class  and  characterize  them.     Let 
it   not  however  be  understood,  when   I  say   that 
most  of  the  instances  relied  upon  occurred  in  civil 
wars,  that  therefore  I  admit  them  to  have  been 
authorized  by  the  laws  of  war.     On  the  contrary 
I  will  demonstrate,  that  even  in  civil  wars,  the 
law  of  nations   protects  the  life  of  the  captive 
who   has  resisted  his  natural  sovereign,  and  se- 
cures him  the  rights  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  of  modern  times.     That  when 
these    rights   have    been   violated,  retaliation    is 
authorized,  and  that  history  records  the  instances 
in  which   it  has  been  .•■uccessfully  exercised.     I 
hear  it  suggested    (by  Mr.  Grosve.nor)  that  in 
civil  wars  this  may  be  the  law  and  usage  of  na- 
tions, but  that  it  is  otherwise  when   the  subjects 
of  one  sovereign  join  the  arms  of  another  sove- 
reign with  whom  he  is  at  war.     This  does  indeed 
seem  tobea  very  extraordinary  distinction — it  does 
appear  tome  that  if  this  inviolability  of  the  captive 
can  be  established  to  be  the  law  and  usage  of  war 
in  civil  contests,  it  is  a  fortiori  proved  to  be  the 
law  and   usage  of  national  contests.     A    single 
authority  will  put  the  first  of  these  positions  be- 
yond doubt.     Valid  says: 

".\  civil  war  breaks  the  bands  of  society  and  gov- 
ernment, or  at  least,  it  suspends  their  force  and  effect ; 
produces  in  the  nation  two  independent  parties,  con- 
sidering each  other  as  enemies  and  acknowledging  no 
common  judge  ;  therefore  of  necessity  these  two  parties 
must,  at  least  for  a  time,  be  considered  as  forming  two 
separate  bodies,  two  distinct  people  ;  though  one  of 
them  may  be  in  the  wrong  in  breaking  the  continuity 
of  the  Suie,  to  raise  up  against  lawful  authority,  they 
are  not  the  leas  divided  in  fact;  besides,  who  shall 
pronounce  on  which  side  the  right  or  the  wrong  lies  ? 
Un  earth  they  have  no  common  superior.  Thus  they 
are  in  the  case  of  two  nations,  who,  having  a  dispute 
which  they  cannot  adjust,  are  compelled  lo  decide  it 
by  force  of  arms. 

"  Things  being  thus  situated,  it  is  very  evident  that 
the  common  laws  of  war,  those  maxims  of  humanity, 
moderation,  and  probity,  which  we  have  before  enu- 
merated and  recommended,  are  in  civil  wars  to  be 
observed  on  both  sides.  The  same  reasons  on  which 
the  obligation  between  Slate  and  State  is  founded, 
render  them  even  more  necessary  in  the  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances when  two  incensed  parlies  are  destroying 
their  common  country.  Should  the  sovereign  con- 
ceive he  has  a  right  to  hang  up  his  prisoners  as  rebels, 
the  opposite  parly  will  make  reprisals.  If  he  does  not 
religiously  observe  the  capitulations,  and  all  the  con- 
ventions made  with  his  enemies,  they  will  no  longer 
rely  on  his  word.     Should  he  burn  and  destroy,  they 


will  follow  his  example;  the  war  will  become  cruel 
and  horrid  ;  its  calamities  will  increase  on  the  nation. 
The  Duke  de  Montpensier's  infamous  and  barbarous 
excesses  against  the  reformed  in  France  are  loo  well 
known.  The  men  were  delivered  up  lo  the  execu- 
tioner, and  the  women  to  the  brutality  of  the  soldiers. 
What  was  the  consequence  ?  The  reformed  became 
exasperated;  they  took  vengeance  of  such  inhuman 
practices ;  and  the  war,  before  sufficiently  cruel,  as  a 
civil  and  religious  war,  became  more  bloody  and  de- 
structive. Who  could,  without  horror,  read  ihe  sav- 
age cruelties  committed  by  the  Baron  dcs  Adrets  ? 
By  turns  a  Catholic  and  a  Protestant,  he  distinguished 
himself  by  his  barbarity  to  both  sides.  At  length 
there  was  a  necessity  for  departing  from  such  affec- 
tations of  juridical  superiority  against  persons  who 
could  supiwrt  their  cause  sword  in  hand,  and  of  treat- 
ing them  not  as  criminals,  but  as  enemies.  Even 
troops  have  often  refused  to  serve  in  a  war  wherein  the 
Prince  exposed  iheiii  to  cruel  reprisals.  Officers  who 
had  the  highest  sense  of  honor,  though  ready  lo  shed 
their  blood  in  the  field  of  battle,  for  his  service,  have 
not  thought  it  any  part  of  their  duty  to  run  the  hazard 
of  an  ignominious  death.  Therefore,  whenever  a  nu- 
merous party  thinks  it  has  a  right  to  resist  the  sover- 
eign, and  finds  itself  able  to  declare  that  opinion,  sword 
in  hand,  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on  between  them  in 
the  same  manner  as  between  two  different  nations; 
and  they  are  lo  leave  open  the  same  means  of  prevent- 
ing enormous  violences  and  restoring  peace." 

Here,  then,  we  see  the  reason  on  which  the 
rights  and  usages  of  nations  are  applied  to  civil 
wars,  is,  that  those  who  resist  have  swords  in 
their  hands,  and  become  assimilated  to  indepen- 
dent nations. 

In  short,  the  basis  of  retaliation  is  humanity. 
As  no  nation  or  body  of  men  will  suffer  their  ene- 
mies to  put  those  to  death  who  fight  under  their 
banners,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  interest 
and  fear  restrain  an  enemy  from  putting  his  pris- 
oners to  death,  when  he  knows  the  act  will  be 
retaliated.  But.  retaliation  is  always  a  question 
of  expediency.  If  we  were  at  war  with  a  nation 
dead  to  all  the  sensibilities  of  our  nature — a  na- 
tion that  would  suffer,  without  remorse  or  feel- 
ing, its  innocent  subjects  to  become  victims  to  a 
s;inguinary  violation,  on  its  own  part,  of  the 
Usages  of  civilized  war.  we  might  be  obliged  to 
forbear,  as  we  would  know  the  object  of  retalia- 
tion would  not  be  gained.  But,  for  myself,  I 
deem  more  highly  of  the  British  nation  and  Gov- 
ernment.~  I  do  not  believe  the  Government  of 
that  nation  to  be  so  wicked  as  to  provoke  the  con- 
sequences which  must  inevitably  follow  the  exe- 
cution of  the  barbarous  threat  they  have  uttered 
— that  they  would  treat  as  criminals  the  natives 
of  Great  Britain,  who  have  been  taken  prisoners 
in  our  ranks.  Deserters  alone  have  been  permit- 
ted to  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  that 
the  life  of  a  prisoner  shall  be  sacred  ;  and  the  hu- 

!  manity  of  modern  times  has  even  contrived  the 
means  of  saving  the  lives  of  deserters.  Hence, 
the  practice  of  permitting  the  garrisons  of  cap- 
tured places  to  march  out  with  a  certain  number 
of  covered  wagons,  which  are  not  to  be  searched. 
(  Vattel.  b.  3,  ch.  S.  sec.  144.)     The  reason  given, 

I  IS,  that  they  have  become  numerous,  and  that 
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H^nity  forMds  thuir  destruction— undoubtedly  |  this  argument  deny  the  right  of  retaliation  ?    Thev 
w  siifficieiit  reaaOD,  but  exactly  the  reverse    allow  neither  age  nor  circumstances  to  (orm  an 


sofficieJit  reaaOD,  but  exactly  the  reverse 
It  which. .'<  sometimes  urged  in  justification 
threat  «j|  the  British  Government.  It  is 
saiL.|iiat  in  cfwisequence  of  the  sameness  of  lan- 
guid', similar-ty  of^personal  appearance,  connex- >  n«,uuuisiies  me  to  loroear.  ine  recent  case  of 
lODj  ^n  trade,  jmf  ease  and  frequency  of  mter-  Napper  Tandy  is  a  strong  one  ;  but  I  mention  it 
coi^^>.  those  wlio  join  us  are  numerous,  and  there-  I  rather  that  it  may  be  understood,  and  that  its  facts 
-  ^-  nece.r^ary  to  punish  them  when  found  j  may  be  correctly  stated,  than  to  multiply  exam- 
■     .      ,  .       ,  I  P'^s.     I  think  thegeiitleman  from  New  York  (Mr 

air,  bring'to  your  notice  the  authority    Grcsvenoh)  stated  that  the  ground  on  wlach  he 


allow  neither  age  nor  circumstances  to 
exception  to  the  general  rule. 

I  intended  to  have  particularized  many  more 
examples,  but  the  time  I  have  already  consumed 
admonishes  me  to  forbear.     The  recent  case  of 


)r«^t  is  n( 
I^aust  ag 


\  was  y#stcrda^  presented  to  you  by  the 
t.man  froip  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Robertson.) 
e  it  beahf  so  directly  on  the  question  before 
01,'  and  affords  the  views  and  opinions  of  the 
legiil»tors  aD{p.staie!;men  of  Great  Britain  her- 
seltfconfirmiii;i  entirely  the  doctrine  on  which 
the^vernraei-j  of  the  United  Stales  acts  at  this 

[  j^ere  Mr.  Q  read  several  extract>  from  a  de- 
bat.|rifi  the  Hoi^se  of  Commons,  on  a  bill  to  raise 
a  C(^psof  Freni-h  enwsrants.  in  which  Mr.  Burke 
walitie  princifjal  speaker.]     (c.) 

^•'■•  C.  continued.  No  human  authority  can 
be  li.more  valfcje  than  that  of  this  great  man. 
(Mz^urke.)  wifo  at  once  teaches  the  doctrine,  and 
givA^he  examjCles  which  establish  that  doctrine, 
m  51  Ijheextenrjin  which  this  Government  claims 
the  fi|ht  to  exejcise  it.     It  is  true,  that  in  this  de- 


.Mr.  Burk 
t^en   fxpe( 


was  pardoned  was  the  circumstances  of  his  arrest 
in  a  neutral  territory— that  of  Hamburg— and 
that  his  pardon  was  granted  in  consequence  of 
the  interposition  of  the  authorities  of  that  city. 
But  this  cannot  be.  That  Napper  Tandy  was  in 
the  service  of  France  when  he  was  arrested,  and 
that  his  release  was  demanded  by  France,  are  facts 
that  I  take  to  be  unquestionable.  Retaliaiien  was 
tnreatened,  and  1  believe— I  will  not  speak  with 
confidence— the  subjects  of  that  retaliation  were 
designated.  To  this  interposition  ofFrance,  Great 
Britain  no  doubt  yielded.  We  know  the  great 
pains  the  latter  took  to  obtain  the  person  of  this 
man.  She  not  only  violated  the  independence  of 
a  neutral  State,  but  she  interested  Russia  in  the 
endeavor  to  get  bis  person  into  her  power.  And 
It  IS  not  easy  to  believe,  that,  after  all  this  had 
been  done,  she  would  have  been  moved  to  release 
him,  from  rlemency  to  the  individual,  or  respect 


eu      J. .  '  '  ""^"*^-  :  "«^«^»  uone,  sue  wouiu  nave  been  moved  to  release 

bat^^^Ir.  Sheridan  attempts  to  destroy  the  value  |  him,  from  rlemency  to  the  individual,  or  revpect 
and||,peach  tl*  accuracy  of  some  of  the  instan-  \  to  a  weak  State,  whose  feebleness  had  provoked 
ces  ^'^ich  .Mr.  Burke  had  mentioned,  but.  as  wa»    so  grrss  a  violation  of  its  independence 
to  i2»?e    been    ixnecsed.   he    has   nm   siippp«.Ho.i  Rm   il.oro  .o  o„^.i.„.  ;_..._-'     ■ 


be  s'JvJ, 

nierC^b 

fron^'ra 


ie  had  mentioned,  but.  as  wa» 
^  ,    .  fcsed.  he    has   not  succeeded. 

Mr.,^ieridan  sj^ys,  irj  each  of  the  examples  Mr. 
Buijih:  had  mentioned — 

"ijicept  with  Jregard  to  America,  he  had  entirely 
failew  :  The  firsi*  is  the  conduct  of  the  English  with 
reg«#J.to  the  Irzk^  regiments  in  the  French  service  in 
the  ^nr  1745.  A.  space  of  near  sixtj  years  had  elapsed 
whe^:  8bey  took  h^me  of  them  prisoners,  but  it  was  not 
verjAifObable  ihiH  many  of  those  who  left  Ireland  m 
168>frnturned  to  i,ivade  England  in  1745."  •'  The  next, 
he  s'ivj,  was  the  ^onduc't  of  the  French  to  Lord  Ligo^ 
jho  was  o:<c  of  tje  French  refugees,  banished 

■'ranee  by  tl^  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes 

whi.*  vas  in  itsel;-  one  of  the  most  cruel  and  barbarous 
actu^.*that  ever  disgraced  history— in  the  year  1682. 
and  iji-^-was  taken  prisoner  in  the  year  1747— a  period 
of  sr^i^f^'e  year^.  So  that  the  probability  is,  that  it 
was^fr  father  oijhis  Lordship  who  was  a  refugee,  or 
at  le^L  that  his  l.ordship  mu-ft  have  been  a  child  in 
arm)Ca(  the  time. } 

I*^eras  to  bj  a  work  of  supererogation   to  at- 
myno  supporiuhe  atithority  uf  Edmund  Burke  ; 
,  !t    t  may  be  pioper  (0  saya  few  words  in  reply  I  „"i  ..au  u.,r    ^.i^ie    insiance   stai^.,.  whpr*    .h, 
10  these  objecticj^s  of  Mr.  Sheridan.     Thouglf  i^  !  adopted  sovereign  ha      ZpVed  his  Irot  ci  „'' 
be  t.ii?.  as  he  siites.  tbat  fnw  of  ,h.  I...K   k,;„     .^  i^ich  it  has  not  been  effectual         P'"'''""" 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gros- 

ve.nor;  has  said  this  is  a  foreign  cause.     If  I  did 

not  consider  it  to  be  an  American  ciuse.  I  would 

a- 1  abjure  and  abandon  it.     I  am  not  unaware,  that 

pie    by  the  protection  given  to  naturalized  cit'izens' 


tern 
yet, 


be  till?,  as  he  siiies,  chat  few  of  the  Irish  brig- 
ades' who  enterfd  the  French  service  in  1G88. 
reni^jiied  to  invjde  England  in  17-45;  yet,  it  is  a 

^ere 


so  grcss  a  violation  of  its  independence. 

But.  there  is  another  instance,  in  every  respect 
more  distinguished  than   any  which  have  been 
yet  mentioned,  which  may  be  adduced  to  support 
the  doctrine  that  prisoners  of  war  are  not  to  be 
treated  as  criminals,  though  taken  in  arms  against 
their  native  country.     It  is  aflorded   by  the  con- 
duct of  the  King  of  Prussia  in  the  seven-years' 
war.     He  recruited  his  army  from  the  neighbor- 
ing States  of  Germany,  with  whom   he   was  at 
war,  and  at  one  time  enlisted  aerenteen  thousand 
Saxons,  who  were  not  only  the  subjects  of  his 
enemy,  but  bis  prisoners  ;  and  yet  we  hear  of  no 
executions  for  treason,  and  coiisequently  no  in- 
stances of  retaliation.     It  is  from  the  general  sub- 
mission of  the  States  of  Europe  to  the  rule  of 
civilized  war.  for  which  we  contend,  that  we  find 
the  subject  of  retaliation  occur  rather  in  treatises 
on  the  laws  of  nations,  than  in  the  examples  of 
history.     The  instances  are  numberless  in  which 
subjects  have  borne  arms  against  the  sovereign 
uf  their  native  country,  have  been  taken  in  arms, 
and  have  been  treated  as  pri.soners.  while  we  have- 
not  had  one    single    instance   stated  where    the 


fact;^-,?ll  atte^tefl  by  history,  that  these  corps  we 
alieivj»rds  kept-up  by  the  enlistment  of  the  n 
tivelof  Ireland-  -a  fact  which  leaves  the  exanin 


"I      ••^■'•7,    ,- -^  ^  «"'<-"  tt^aves  I  ne  exam  pie  by  ibe  protection  given  to  naturalized  citizens 

at  l|.t  equally  ^tronc..     Admit,  too.  Lord  Ligo-  some  men  of  the  worthies,  and  tiagiuous  charac! 

nieju  have  bee  ,  a  child  m  arms,  but  a  native  of  ter,  which  was  so  strongly  depicted  bv  the  i^en 

Fraf  ce,  is  not  t.^e  example  one  which  ,s  d.amet-  tleman  from  New  York^will  Xembriced    \Z' 

nca,.y  opposed  40  th.  doctrine  of  those  who  in  the  bounties  of  a  Government  actrgnecel^ariiy 
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by  general  rules,  like  some  of  those  which  Prov- 
idence dispenses  in  this  life,  must  fall  without 
discrimination  00  the  good  and  on  the  bad.  The 
cause,  however,  is  not  therefore  a  bad  or  a  foreign 
cause.  It  IS  the  cause  of  the  justice,  the  honor, 
the  sworn  faith,  of  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple— of  the  native  people  of  the  soil — who  are 
bound  to  redeem  the  pledge  they  have  given  to 
their  naturalized  brethren  to  protect  them.  And, 
if  some  unworthy  men  take  refuge  under  the 
sanctuary  of  its  protecting  shade,  they  will  seek 
it,  and  enjoy  it,  as  the  lelon  was  used  to  do  who 
fled  to  the  foot  of  the  altar  of  that  religion  which 
he  had  trampled  on  and  abused,  but  which  did 
not  therefore  reject  him  from  its  holy  a-ylum. 

And  now,  sir,  from  all  that  I  hare  said.  I  think 
I  am  authorized  to  conclude,  that,  while  I  admit 
perpetual  allegiance  to  be  a  principle  of  the  muni- 
cipal law  of  England  and  01  civilized  Slates  gen- 
erally, the  power  of  naturalization  is  exercised,  at 
the  same  time,  by  all  those  States;  and  that  they 
•  re  compatible  with  each  other.  That  the  right 
of  retaliation  does  not  depend  on  questions  of 
allegiance,  naturalization,  or  expatriation,  but  on 
the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  war.  That  these 
concede  to  belligerent  sovereigns  the  right  of  pro- 
tecting by  retaliation,  if  necessary,  not  only  their 
Daturalized  subjects,  but  all  those  who  fight  under 
their  banners.  That  all  persons  taken  in  arms, 
without  regard  to  their  allegiance,  are  to  be  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war.  deserters  only  excepted — and 
that  the  fate  of  these  also  is  generally  mitigated. 

I  would  add  one  word  on  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. It  is  the  general  duty  of  the  Executive 
to  protect  by  retaliation,  if  necessary,  all  those 
who  fight  the  battles  of  the  country.  But  this  is 
a  duty  which  is  to  be  governed  by  circumstances, 
and  to  be  executed  with  great  caution  and  sobri- 
ety, but  with  equal  decision  and  firmne.'^s.  If 
Government  has  been  pledged  to  protect  those 
who  have  borne  arms,  whether  naturalized  or 
not,  it  ought  to  extend  that  protection  at  every 
hazard  and  by  every  sacrifice  which  may  result 
from  a  judicious  exercise  of  the  right  of  retalia- 
tion. It  ought  certainly  to  embrace  all  natural- 
ized citizens.  In  relation  to  British  subjects,  who 
have  not  been  naturalized,  who  may  be  in  the 
army,  they  ought  to  be  permitted  immediately  to 
retire  from  the  service,  if  Government  has  the 
least  hesitation   in  extending  to  them  an  equal 

rroiection  with  its  naturalized  or  native  citizens, 
ndeed  it  appears  to  me  it  would  be  its  best  policy 
at  once  to  permit  every  British  subject  in  the 
service  to  retire — I  believe  it  would  not  diminish 
our  forces  a  battalion — and  then  steadily  and 
firmly  defend  the  lives  of  those  who  have  been 
Daturalized.  Thus  to  ciVcumscribe  our  duties 
and  strengthen  our  resolution  to  perform  them. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (.Mr.  Gros- 
venoh)  has  said,  I  believe,  that  if  the  Chief 
Magistrate  execute  this  threat  of  retaliation,  and 
one  drop  of  American  blood  be  shed  in  conse- 
quence, his  soul  will  be  crimsoned  with  it.  I 
Will,  on  the  other  hand,  say,  if  he  .shall  fail  to  re- 
taliate, if  circumstances  shall  unfortunately  re- 
quire and   authorize  such   a  conduct,   whatever 


may  be  the  sentence  of  our  day.  posterity,  judging 
more  justly,  will  lament  the  degradation  of  the 
country,  and  will  pity,  if  it  do  not  more  severely 
censure  the  weakness  of  the  magistrate  who 
failed  to  do  his  duty  and  support  the  character  of 
the  nation. 

Notes  by  Mr.  Cheres. 

(a)  "  Many  distinctions  will  be  necessary  in  order  to 
give  a  complete  solution  to  the  celebrated  question, 
whether  a  man  may  quit  his  country  or  the  society  of 
which  he  is  a  member?  1.  The  children  ha»e  a 
natural  attachment  to  the  society  in  which  they  are 
born :  being  obhged  to  acknowledge  the  protection  it 
has  granted  to  their  fathers,  they  are  obliged  to  it  in  & 
great  measure  for  their  birth  and  education.  They 
ought,  then,  to  love  it,  an  we  have  already  shown,  ex- 
press a  just  gratitude  to  it,  and  as  much  as  possible 
return  benefit  for  benefit.  We  have  just  observmi  that 
they  have  a  right  to  enter  into  the  society  of  which 
their  fathers  were  members.  But  every  man  born 
free,  the  son  of  a  citizen,  arrived  at  years  of  discretion, 
may  examine  whether  it  be  convenient  for  him  to  join 
in  the  society  for  which  he  wa.s  destined  by  his  birth. 
If  he  finds  that  it  will  be  of  no  advantage  to  him  to 
remain  in  it,  he  is  at  liberty  to  leave  it,  making  a  re- 
turn for  what  has  been  done  in  hi»  favor,  and  preserv- 
ing, as  much  as  his  new  engagements  will  allow  him, 
the  sentiments  of  love  and  gratitude  he  owes  it.  More- 
over, a  man's  obligations  to  his  natural  country  may 
change,  lessen,  or  entirely  vanish,  accordingly  as  he 
shall  have  quitted  it  lawfully  and  with  good  reason,  in 
order  to  choose  another,  or  has  been  driven  from  it 
meritoriously,  or  contrary  to  justice,  in  due  form  of 
law  or  by  violence.  'J.  Ai^  soon  as  the  child  of  a  citi- 
zen arrives  at  manhood  and  acts  as  a  citizen,  he  tacitly 
assumes  that  character;  his  obligations,  like  those  of 
others  who  enter  expressly  and  in  due  form  into  en- 
gagements with  society,  become  stronger  and  more 
extensive;  but  the  case  is  very  ditfcrent  with  respect  to 
him  of  whom  we  have  been  speaking.  When  a  aoci- 
ety  has  not  been  contracted  for  a  determinate  time,  it 
is  allowable  to  quit  it  when  that  separation  can  be  of 
no  detriment  to  the  society.  A  citizen  may  then  quit 
the  State  of  which  he  is  a  member,  provided  it  be  not 
such  a  conjuncture,  when  he  cannot  abandon  it  with- 
out doing  it  a  remarkable  prejudice." —  Vattel,  b.  I,  ck. 
19,  «f.  220. 

(6)"  It  is  natural  to  consider  the  vessels  of  a  nation 
as  part  of  its  territory,  especially  when  they  sail  upon 
a  free  sea,  since  the  State  preserves  its  jurisdiction  in 
these  vessels.  .\nd  as,  according  to  the  commonly 
received  customs,  this  jurisdiction  is  preserved  over 
the  vessels  even  in  parts  of  the  sea  subject  to  a  foreign 
dominion,  all  the  children  born  in  the  vessels  of  a  na- 
tion, are  considered  as  born  in  its  territory.  By  the 
same  reason  those  born  in  a  foreign  vessel  are  reputed 
to  be  born  in  a  foreign  country." — Vatttl,  b.  1,  cb.  19, 
sec.  216. 

"  It  is  from  the  same  reasons  that  the  children  born 
out  of  the  country,  in  the  armies  of  a  Slate,  or  the 
house  of  its  Ministers  at  a  foreign  Court,  are  reputed 
to  be  born  in  the  country  ;  for  a  citizen  absent  from 
his  family  on  the  service  of  the  State,  and  who  live* 
under  its  dependence  and  jurisdiction,  cannot  be  coa- 
sidered  as  being  gone  out  of  its  territory." —  Yattel,\i.  1, 
ch.  19,  sec.  217. 

(c)  Lord  Mulgrave  said,  "  he  rose  chiefly  to  answer 
one  part  of  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  which  related  to  rctahation."    "A  contrary 
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f],  TTonld  lead  to  the  most  dreadful  sit-  |  regiments,  after  the  cruel  and  impolitic  revocation  of 

u|«.ji>n,  for  if  tie  enemy  .should  pursue  this  method  of  |  the  edict  of  Nantz,  were  taken  into  the  pay  of  Prussia, 
ai^»;isination,  Jnd  should  find  that  we  do  not  do  every-  1  Holland,  and  Britain;  yet  she  never  sacrificed  these 
tlwnij  in  our  ffcwer  lo  deter  them,  they  would  bully  '  troops  when  they  became  prisoners.  The  battle  of 
_^r         1--..  L  .u     ,L  r  .  .     .L  Fontenoy  was  gained  principally  from  the  exertions  of 

the  Irish  brigades  ;  and  though  they  fought  in  open 
rebellion,  these  extremities  were  not  thought  of.  Lord 
Ligonier,  an  officer  of  great  note  in  the  English  ser- 
vice, a  Frenchman  by  birth,  when  taken  prisoner  fight- 
ing against  France,  vras  exchanged  in  the  usual  course 
for  an  officer  of  the  same  rank.  Fact  is  the  mortal 
enemy  of  declamation,  as  analysis  is  of  rhetoric  ;  and, 
perhaps,  from  some  decay  of  imagination  likewise,  I 
feel  much  inclined  to  avail  myself  of  these  advantages 
on  this  occasion.  The  same  instances  of  mercy  and 
forbearance  may  be  collected  from  the  conduct  of  Cier- 
many,  Sweden,  and  every  other  Power  in  Europe." 

When  Mr.  Cheves  concluded — 


D^from  day  to  fay  wi»h  the  threat  of  it,  for  the  purpose 
0^  i|ispiriiig  tt-.fror.  He  knew  it  was  not  the  custom 
o(ici^ilized  naijjns  or  of  modern  times  to  put  prisoners 
of-  \tar  to  de;ih  ;  but  if  our  enemies  deserted  that 
ci^jised  practi»p,  we  must  injustice  to  ourselves  retal- 
iafcr  He  was*  perhaps,  going  to  involve  himself  in 
^ii^  he  was  j;oing  to  say,  but  candor  demanded  it 
ail  "he  should  jjpeak  plainly.  The  ground  ou  which 
hi»  intended  to  proceed  at  Toulon  was  this — he  should 


sent  out  rt  flag  of  truce,  stating  to  the  enemy, 
tl*«l  if  any  3uc]^  violence  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
feiliogs  of  huutinity  were  offered  by  them,  he  should 
nkin  for  man  r.»taliate;  and,  however  cruel  that  might 
m^ai  in  us,  anl  how^'ver  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of 
hijman  nature, the  wap  ready  to  declare  he  believed  it 
to  J)«»  necessarj'in  suvh  a  situation,  for  if  we  did  not 
pi^cfed  on  equnl  terms  we  could  not  carry  on  the  war 
affa^."  * 

\iL  another  »art  of  the  debate  he  said,  "  While  he     ..._ 

htJ|  i^e  command  of  the  British  troops  there,  (Toulon,)     time.     I   do 
aii  ihe  FrenchJwho  voluntarily  flocked  to  their  stand-  }  lance    as    I 


hi^ 


aii,  under  the  ,<ulhoriity  and  invitation  of  His  Majes 
t)^  proclamalitjn,  he  had  always  considered  the  latter 
en>itled  to  the  4ime  protection,  in  every  respect,  from 
AS  the  Brirsh  troops." 

|I4  Uundas  ►^id :  "From  this  topic  he  would  refrain, 
niA  liccause  he  was  I^s  adverse  to  every  calamitous  | 
co^siqucnce  oljretalia!ion,  but  because  he  considered 
yjthing  thafjnight  or  could  be  said  upon  the  sub- 
Minder  the  iresent  circumstances,  to  be  injudicious 
pnprudent.  Generals  who  for  humanity  and  wis- 
•have  beerv,  inferior  to  none  who  have  yet  lived, 
found  it  rh^cessar^,  in  the  field  of  battle,  to  stop 
^Jty  by  retaB^tion.';  "  Everything  on  this  subject, 
»id,  depenJ*  upon  circumstances,  such  as  the  con- 
dyle nnd  charai*er  of  .-jn  enemy,  whether  he  be  {)olish- 
edlT  savage,  hirnorabFe  or  unprincipled." 

1»,  Burke  s^l,  "A;j  a  general  principle,  founded  on 
c^-  and  the  ^aws  of  nations,  I  am   ready  to  repeat 
maintain,  i^at  retaliation  of  any  severity  which  an 
[rrry  may  pr.J.-ti8e,  is  right   and   proper.     The  lex 
y,tia  is  a  pa*  of  thj  law  of  nations,  as  founded  on 
ff(  nature,  tl'hesc  corps  must  be  considered  purely 
^art  of  the  j>rmy  under  whose  banners  they  serve, 
ijiorbid  that^xhe  authors  of  murder  should  not  find 
^ctiil  on  thei"own   aeads.     Such  is  my  opinion  re- 
lat*fr_to  the  ju^flce  and  policy  of  retaliation.     I  would 
sU'^r  no  one  a|t  of  sv verity  to  pass  unretaliated." — 
"'l;>'the  honoijof  prictical  humanity  only  four  in- 
sti^ci^  of  wanin  anl  unnecessary  murder  occurred 
ihi^Ljjh  the  wh^.le  course  of  the  .\merican  war :  a  for- 
be^apce  whichf  reflects  equal  credit  on  both  parties. 
In^*  history  or  princes  some  insUnces  of  unncces- 
sai*  .seventy  mu/  be  f(,»und,  but  their  general  practice 
is  l4  and  merc^ul.     I,  for  instance,  think  the  Came- 
ro.f^id  RadcliHj,  in   the  latter  parts  of  our  own  his- 
toi^^hould   nc*  have   been  executed.     In    1C88,  the 
Irifijjrigades  v.^re  taken  into  the   service  of  France 
an(i  i'rtained  thf  ir  own,  uniform,  yet  England,  though 
oft|pi^rourageo)^ly  opposed  by  these  troops,  ha-s  not  in 
an/ distance  tripled  them  as  rebels,  when  the  fortune 
of  m^r  cast  the-,^i  in  their  power.     In  the  rebellion  of 
1'*:^  a  whole    egimenl  of  them   were  taken,  but  no 
seTJi^ty  was  pi^ctised.     France,   under   Louis    YIV, 
co.^i^cted   herii,i|f  in  ^he  same   way.     .Many   of  her 


.Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachuseti.-i,  ro.se  and   ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  lor  the  purpose  of  solicit- 
ing  the  attention  of  the  Committee  for  a  short 
It  with  great  and  unaffected  reluc- 
am  conscious  that  my  remarks  must 
be  of  a  desultory  nature;  and  that  so  able,  elabo- 
rate, and  eloquent,  has  been  the  manner  in  whicii 
the  bill  on  your  table,  and  the  topics  connected 
with  it,  have  already  beeo  discussed,  as  almost  lo 
preclude  the  hope  that  it  will  be  in  my  power  to 
add  anything,  either  to  instruct  the  understand- 
ing or  interest  the  feelings.     In  truth,  when  this 
bill  was  introduced,  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
make  it  the  subject  of  a  single  remark;  but,  oq 
reflection,  I  was  convinced  tliat  there  would  be 
a  propriety  in  my  staling  the  rea.>ons  by  which  I 
should  be  governed  id  my  vote,  and  the  ground 
on  which  I  was  prepared  to  justify  it.     This  was 
the  extent  of  my  wish  and  inlention  ;  and  evea 
this  wish  and  intention,  1  believe,  I  should  have 
foregone,  (after  one  ineffectual  attempt  to  obtain 
the  floor)  had  it  not  been  that  some  remarks  were 
made  yesterday,  in  the  course  of  debate,  which, 
m  my  opinion,  demand  attention.    The  bill  under 
consideration,  should  the  blank  be  filled,  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  will  author- 
ize the  loan  of  iwcntv-five  millions  of  dollars. 
To  pay  the  intercut  of  the  debt,  thus  to  be  cre- 
ated, it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  a  system  of 
taxation,  odious  and    oppressive   lo   the    people. 
The   principal  of  the  debt  will,   I  presume,  de- 
scend as  a  burden  to  posterity.  *■ 

It  is  not  ray  purpose,  however,  to  controvert 
the  facts  staled  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  his  reasoning 
upon  those  facts— though  that  reasoning,  I  think, 
was  more  specious  than  solid.  I  admit  that  the 
resources  of  this  country,  under  the  fostering 
hand  of  a  wise,  prudent,  and  efficient  Adrainis- 
iration,  would  be  equal  to  meet  a  debt  of  this, 
and  even  of  a  larger  amount.  But  I  am  opposed 
to  this  bill,  because  its  object  is  to  place  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  present  Administration,  lo 
enable  them  to  pursue  a  system  of  measures  and 
a  course  of  policy  hostile,  as  I  think,  to  the  best 
interests  of  this  country;  to  enable  ihem  to  con- 
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linue  the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  ;  a 


war  which,  I  believe  in  my  conscience,  was  in  its 
origin  unnecessary  and  inexpedient;  which  is 
prosecuted  without  any  adequate  cause  ;  which, 
in  its  progress,  has  brought  heavy  and  severe 
calamities  upon  our  country  ;  and  which,  if  pro- 
tracted to  any  distant  period,  will,  I  fear,  be  pro- 
ductive of  consequences  the  most  disastrous. 

While  I  claim  the  privilege  of  animadverting 
upon  the  measures  of  the  Administration.  I  im- 
peach not  the  motives  of  gentlemen  who  main- 
tain opinions  different  from  my  own.  It  is  my 
duty,  however,  to  act  accofding  to  the  deliber- 
ate decisions  of  my  own  understanding,  and  the 
clear  convictions  of  my  own  conscience. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
McKi.M.)  who  spoke  very  briefly  on  this  question, 
in  an  early  siage  of  this  debate,  protested  against 
going  back  to  the  causes  of  this  war.  I  intend 
to  abstain,  in  a  great  measure,  from  that  consid- 
eration ;  not  that  I  think  it  impertinent  to  the 
question  before  us;  but  it  is  not  my  wish  to  tres- 
pass on  the  patience  of  the  Committee  by  dilat- 
ing on  a  subject  very  familiar  to  them,  and  which 
has,  en  this,  and  other  occasions,  been  discussed 
with  an  ability  to  which  I  can  have  no  preten- 
sions. 

The  minority,  or  the  Opposition,  as  they  are 
emphatically  denominated,  are  accused  of  incon- 
sistency, in  admitting  that  Great  Britain  has  done 
us  wrong,  and.  at  the  same  time,  [)ersisling  in 
calling  this  war  unjust.  It  is  not  every  wrong 
that  will  justify  a  nation  in  resorting  to  arms  to 
obtain  redress.  War,  it  has  been  well  said,  is  the 
extremity  of  human  evil.  The  most  successful 
war,  in  a  Government  like  ours,  must  bring  with 
it,  of  necessity,  a  numerous  train  of  calamities. 
It  increases  the  public  burdens;  it  impoverishes 
the  people,  relaxes  the  moral  habits,  promotes  a 
spirit  of  licentiousness,  unnerves  the  hand  of  in- 
dustry, and,  by  elevating  the  military  above  the 
civil  authority,  endangers  our  liberties.  It  was 
said,  I  think,  by  a  gentleman  of  Virginia,  form- 
erly a  distinguished  member  of  this  House,  that 
this  Government  was  not  calculated  for  offensive 
war;  that  it  was  putting  the  Constitution  to  a 
lest  which  it  could  not  endure.  There  is,  in  my 
opinion,  much  wisdom  in  the  remark.  The  situ- 
ation to  which  we  are  reduced  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence ot  the  evils  of  war;  our  frontier  is  deso- 
lated; our  commerce  ruined;  our  Treasury  ex- 
hausted ;  the  people  discontented  and  divided, 
yet  we  were  precipitated  into  war,  "as  if  it  was 
a  matter  of  experiment,"  ''an  idle  frolic."  ''as  if 
the  dire  goddess,  who  presides  over  it.  with  her 
murderous  spear  in  her  hand,  and  her  gorgon  at 
her  breast,  was  a  coquette  to  be  flirted  with." 

For  what  are  we  prosecuting  this  Wiir?  For 
a  cause,  as  has  been  shown  by  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gasto.n,)  for 
which  war  was  not  declared — for  sailors'  rights. 
The  violation  of  sailors'  rights  is  now  the  pro- 
fessed cause  of  ihis  war.  and  the  protection  of 
them  its  avowed  object.  The  subject  of  impress- 
ment under  the  Administration  of  Washington, 
erer  the  vigilant  guardian  of  the  rights  and  honor 


of  his  country;  under  that  of  Mr.  Adams  and 
that  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  not  considered  a  suffi- 
cient cause  of  war;  nor  was  if  so  considered  by 
Mr.  Madison  himself  at  the  time  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Erskine.  The  he  norable  Speaker 
has  just  acknowledged,  that,  in  his  opinion,  war 
would  not  have  been  declared  at  the  time  it  was 
declared,  but  for  the  Orders  in  Council. 

It  does  appear  to  me,  that  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment is  indebted  for  the  very  great  impor- 
tance now  attached  to  it.  to  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council.  But  allow  ihat  impressment 
furnishes  a  just  cause  of  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, can  we  hope  to  obtain  from  her  more  upon 
this  point  by  arms  than  by  amicable  negotiation? 
It  is  well  known  that  this  right,  which  Great 
Britain  claims  lo  exercise,  of  taking  from  the 
merchant  vessels  of  other  nations  her  own  native 
seamen,  is  considered  by  her  as  essential  lo  her 
maritime  strength  ;  in  other  words,  as  essential 
lo  her  national  existence;  and.  so  strongly  is  this 
claim  supported  by  national  sentiment,  that  no 
Ministry  would  dare  to  surrender  it.  She  may 
consent  to  an  arrangement  upon  this  subject, 
which,  without  derogating  from  the  right,  may 
render  the  exercise  of  it  less  liable  to  abuse,  and 
less  injurious  to  this  country;  but  this  can  be  ob- 
tained only  by  negotiation. 

It  ought  to  be  considered,  that  this  is  not  a 
novel  claim  set  up  by  Great  Britain.  It  has  been 
exercised  by  her  for  a  great  length  of  time,  even 
long  before  we  existed  as  an  independent  nation  ; 
founded  upon  principles  whicli  she  holds  sacred — 
that  every  nation,  in  time  of  war,  has  a  right  to 
the  services  of  its  citizens ;  and  that  allegiance  is 
perpetual.  But  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Montgomery)  denies  to  Great 
Britain  the  right  to  impress  her  own  seamen  ia 
her  own  territorial  jurisdiction;  it  being,  as  he 
says,  in  violation  of  the  principles  of  Magna 
Charta. 

This  I  consider  a  question  between  the  British 
subject  and  his  Government,  with  which  we  have 
nothing  to  do.  The  practice  of  impressment  has 
been  justified  by  some  of  her  ablest  and  most 
popular  writers  ;  even  by  Junius  himself  the  great 
champion  of  Opposition,  in  his  time,  and  has  been 
recognised  as  a  part  of  the  common  law  by  the 
judicial  decisions  of  some  of  her  most  eminent 
judges.  Though  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  is 
limited  lo  her  own  seamen,  yet  it  is  true  that 
American  seamen  are  sometimes  taken  by  mis- 
take, and  sometimes  by  the  wanton  act  of  the 
British  naval  officers.  The  number  of  our  sea- 
men thus  taken  I  think,  however,  has  been  greatly 
exaggerated.  Many  British  seamen  pass  as  Ame- 
rican under  American  protections,  in  obtaining 
which  great  frauds  are  practised.  But  whatever 
may  be  the  extent  of  the  injury  which  we  suffer 
by  impressment.  I  should  be  as  much  gratified  as 
any  person  could  an  adequate  remedy  be  pro- 
vided for  It.  But  how  are  we  to  obtain  satisfac- 
tion by  prosecuting  this  war?  I  shall  be  an- 
swered— by  the  conquest  of  Canada.  The  con- 
quest of  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  incorporating 
It  into  the  Union,  though  it  may  come  "  witbia 
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tTi}  scope  o?.  the  [>olicy"  of  some  gentlemen,  is, 
>j;i^y  apprehension,  a  project  so  wild,  and  1  hope 
|F  tnay  be  p(»ydoned  the  expres.sion,  so  preposter- 
t^.  that  I  ctnnot  beliere  it  will  receive  the  delib- 
"^4te  sancthjn  of  $  majority  of  this  Committee, 
ich  less  qI  the  pation.     Sad  experience  must 
iVe  convi.^<ed  u»i  that  Canada  cannot  be  con- 
(iijred    witl,*jut  a    great    expenNC  of  blood    and 
i^t^isure;  ai^J,  wht^n  acquired,  it  cannot  be  worth 
l;i  us  the  pffce  at  which  we   must    purchase  it. 
W-?  have  teL«itorie«  i-nough.    Instead  of  streagth- 
oAVig.  it  wc^id  weaken  the  Union. 
xX"^  lo  ihe  .>onqurst  of  Canada  as  the  means  of 
tAiainm^  a  .:tatisfactory  peace,  as  an  instrument 
(^  negotiaii(M).  I  pfesume  the  most  sanguine  do 
iA(  indulge  '*ie  ex|*ectation  of  effecting  that  con- 
<Scst  under  <ix  or  fline  months;  certainly  not  in 
lA\VP  to  assisfs:us  in  the  present  negotiation  ;  and, 
6^*uuid  we  oliain  possession  of  Canada,  we  never 
»{,a)l  be  able'jo  extort  from  Great  Britain,  or  pur- 
cbi<se  from  Ijer,  by  the  surrender  of  it.  any  con- 
ci  '.-Sion  upon^he  point  in  controversy,  of  sufficient 
i]  ,  jortance  i*  justify  the  sacrifices  we  must  make 
i'   :i)e  acquisition  c<f  it. 

^  ;!:  stand  ncj;  her«j  to  eulogize  the  character  of 
^>Mit  Britaii^.  or  to  exalt  her  power;  but  to  pur- 
•ihe  true  g:ileres<  of  my  country,  as  far  as  my 
tjle  unders'anding  can  enable  me  to  ascertain 
;I  do  not;  however,  consider  it  as  any  proof 
the  want  ^f  patriotism  not  to  subscribe  lo  the 
ilippics  prsnounced  by  gentlemen  against  Brit- 
ain; In  assailing  her  in  the  manner  they  have, 
it-^uems  to  lu^  that,  passion  triumphs  over  judg- 
il^til.  and  tt;at,  while  advocating  the  cause  of 
oir'holy  relt>ion,  l;hey  forget  that  charily  is  its 
vial  principl^-. 

t  It  IS  sa^d,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  passage 
o^ijus  bill  i»  nece,isary  for  defensive  purposes; 
ailj  genilemi^  hav*?  on  this,  and  on  former  occa- 
siin^i, in siraii,*.of  impassioned  eloquence,  directed 
0*-  aitentiorj  to  the  sufferings  of  the  people  on 
o«f;frontier.  I  charge  not  gentlemen  with  ex- 
lilv'agance  cir  exaggeration  on  this  subject.  The 
pjiure  which  they-drew,  glowing  as  it  was, does 
D*.  I  believo  exceed  the  reality.  Your  frontier 
b^  be  n  desoiated  unl  drenched  in  blood.  Your 
U^tis  have  \^eD  sacked  and  burnt.  Defenceless 
wpmen  and  «;|iildrea  have  been  compelled,  at  an 
irr  li>raent  se.^,-on,  to  abandon  their  homes  in  ter- 
rc^  and  despa;jr.  Convince  me  that  your  meas- 
u«4  are  to  btidefeooive;  that  your  Army  is  des- 
tiACil  lo  repe'  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  and 
t(lf4store  tranquillity  and  safety  lo  our  borders; 
a^nuch  as  I  reprobate  this  war  I  will,  notwith- 
siiuiiing.  g  " 
ii.>iiraniing  ijieans  to  the  Government  to  effect 
iliV><!  objects.;  But.  for  offensive  operations,  for 
tiA  conquest  (Jf  Canada,  I  will  not.  by  my  vote, 
gAnt  one  dolijir.  In  acting  thus,  I  am  in  the  ex- 
eiSi^e  of  a  Ci'iistituiional  right,  in  the  perform- 
a^v  of  a  Constitutional  duty;  with  ray  opinion, 
I  ^puld  be  a'raiior  to  ray  trust  if  I  acted  other- 
w|i9.  I  kno\f  it  has  been  said  out  of  this  Housie 
(A^  the  doc^-ine,  ui  my  opinion,  has  been  too 
nicih  countenanced  on  this  floor)  that  it  is  the 
d**  of  the  cj.izen.  and  our  duty  as  Representa- 


tires,  to  contribute — voluntarily  to  contribute,  to 
the  vigorous  prosecution  of  this  war.  without  re- 
curring to  its  origin,  or  calling  in  question  its 
justice  or  necessity.  Against  this  doctrine  I  pro- 
test. It  savors  too  much  of  the  old  tory  doctrine 
of  paysive  obedience  and  non-re>istance  to  be 
grateful  to  republican  feelings.  It  is  repugnant 
to  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions.  It  is  at  war 
with  the  first  principlesof  civil  liberty,  if  this  doc- 
trine is  to  be  acted  upon  as  correct,  the  blood  of 
your  Revolutionary  heroes  has  been  shed  in  vain; 
your  boasted  liberty  is  but  an  empty  boast;  your 
Constitution  a  dead  letter;  and  worse,  it  insults 
you  with  a  show  of  liberty,  when  suffering  under 
the  vilest  bondage. 

Where  do  gentlemen  find  this  doctrine?  Do 
they  find  it  in  the  land  of  our  ancestors?  Do 
they  find  it  io  the  writings  or  speeches  of  the 
statesmen  or  orators  of  that  country  ?  When  the 
Colonies  raised  the  standard  of  revolt,  were  the 
lips  of  Opposition  scaled?  Did  not  that  great 
and  enlightened  statesman,  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 
whose  eloquence  carried  terror  to  the  Throne,  pro^ 
nounce  Great  Britain  the  aggressor  ?  Did  he  not 
call  the  war,  on  her  part,  unnatural  and  unjust? 
Did  he  not  rejoice  that  America  had  resisted? 
Did  he  not  express  his  love  and  admiration  of  the 
Americans  for  contending  for  their  rights?  Did 
he  not,  in  fact,  exhau>t  the  language  of  every 
term  of  reproach  and  invective,  and  apply  it  to 
the  Ministry  ?  Did  he  not  charge  them  with 
temerity,  with  obstinacy,  with  incapacity,  with 
the  most  notorious  servility  and  corruption  ?  He 
did.  and  drew  upon  himself  the  denunciation  of 
that  Ministry.  They  accused  him,  and  tho.^e 
who  acted  with  him,  with  aiding  and  abetting 
the  enemy,  and  weakening  the  arm  of  Govern- 
ment. But  a  minority,  it  is  said,  may  be  unprin- 
pled;  that  is  true,  and  it  in  equally  true,  that  a 
majority  may  be  corrupt.  Any  parly,  whether 
minority  or  majority,  who  pursiie  an  interest  dis- 
tinct from  the  interest  of  their  country,  who  ad- 
vocate or  oppose  measures  for  other  reasons  than 
those  of  public  good,  are  a  faction. 

It  is  wrong,  however,  to  argue  from  the  occa- 
sional abuse  of  a  privilege  against  the  privilege 
Itself,  A  minority,  in  this  country,  are  bound  by 
no  limits  but  the  laws,  the  Constitution,  and  iheir 
own  consciences.  Within  those  limits  they  have 
a  right  to  range,  with  the  privilege  of  discussion 
tree  as  air,  restrained  by  no  rules  but  those  which 
decorum  and  civility  prescribe. 

But  it  IS  said  we  are  acting  in  opposition  to  the 

J.    ,  .  i -sentiments  of  the  people;  that  the  wans  popular, 

siiuiling.  go  ibi  far  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  '  and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  it  demanded  by 

.„  .k„  r?  „  "^    ■'  the  feelings  of  the  nation.     As  to  that  part  of  the 

country  from  which  I  have  the  honor  lo  come, 
this  war  ever  has  been,  and  I  trust,  ever  will  be, 
an  unpopular  and  an  odious  war,  especially  as  to 
the  proposed  conquest  of  Canada. 

Upon  this  subject  there  is  hardly  a  division  of 
sentiment.  .Men  who  rally  under  the  banners  of 
the  Administration  upon  every  other  question, 
put  their  faces  against  them  on  this. 

I  speak  not  merely  of  the  merchants,  that  re- 
spectable class  of  the  community.     I  speak  of  tbe 
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real  strength  of  every  free  cduniry,  the  substan- 
tial yeomanry;  the  hardy  cultivators  of  their 
own  soil,  who  will  defend  that  soil  with  their 
heart's  blood.  The  subtlety  of  lawyers  has  not 
cheated  them  into  the  opinions  they  entertain. 
They  have  formed  them  by  consulting  their  own 
good  feelings,  their  own  plain,  unsophisticated 
understa!)duigs.  I  regret  that  I  am  under  the 
necessity  ol  making  any  remarks  that  may  be 
considered  in  any  degree  as  local.  I  disclaim  all 
invidious  comparisons  between  the  different  parts 
of  the  United  States;  but  there  have  been  so 
many  allusions  to  the  State  from  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  come,  and  to  the  spirit  which  is  sup 
posed  to  manifest  itself  there,  that  I  feel  it  to  be 
ray  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
lo  the  subject.  There  is  nothing  in  the  charac- 
ter of  my  native  Stale  that  I  shall  blush  to  defend. 
There  is  nothing  m  the  character  of  my  imme- 
diate constituents  which  should  humble  me  on 
this  floor  as  their  representative,  unless  it  be  the 
consciousness  that  they  have  conferred  on  me  an 
honor  beyond  my  merits. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
CuTHBERT,)  whose  animated  speech  I  heard  with 
the  most  friendly  intere>t  and  attention,  said  that 
the  inhabitants  of  New  England  were  jealous  of 
their  rights.  The  people  of  this  country  were 
characterized  by  Edmund  Burke  as  men  je;»lous 
of  their  rights,  alike  to  every  invasion  or  sus 
posed  invasion  of  ihcm  ; — "Who  augured  mis- 
government  at  a  distance,  and  snufled  the  ap- 
proach of  tyranny  in  every  tainted  breeze." 

Ttie  people  of  whom  I  speak,  still  possess  some 
portion  of  ihat  spirit.  Such  being  iheir  temper, 
they  may  be  betrayed  into  excesses  from  an  ex 
citement  of  feeling  ;  they  may  fall  into  errors  of 
opioioa  from  want  of  information  ;  but  it  is  not 
wise  in  Government  to  attempt  lo  reclaim  them 
by  insulimg  their  prejudices,  if  prejudices  they 
entertain,  or  by  treating  with  indifference  or  ctm- 
tempt  their  complaints,  founded  on  their  honest 
convictions.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
have  passed  no  act  which  ihey  had  not  a  Consti- 
tutional right  to  adopt.  They  know  iheir  duty, 
and  will  perforin  it.  They  know  their  rights,  too, 
and  will,  I  irust,  maintain  them.  There  are,  and 
I  am  proud  lo  say  it,  some  of  the  few  survivors 
of  the  good  old  Revolution  high  in  the  councils 
of  my  native  State — men  who  staked  their  lives 
on  the  issue  of  that  contest  which  terniiDaied  in 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence — men 
who,  in  the  path  of  duty,  will  be  as  liitle  dis- 
mayed by  the  glitter  ol  hostile  steel  as  by  the 
gliiier  of  the  tinselled  inv»ctive  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth.) 

Great  Kcvertly  of  remark  has  been  indulged  in 
relation  to  a  distinguished  individual  in  the  Le- 
gislature of  MassacliuseUs.  That  individual  I 
know.  He  is  a  man  of  bright  honor,  and  incor- 
ruptible integrity,  who  knows  his  whole  duty,  and 
is  fearless  in  the  performance  of  it  ;  the  worthy 
SOB  of  an  illustrious  patriot,  who,  in  the  Cradle 
of  our  Independence,  by  his  zeal  and  eloquence, 
animated  his  ft-llow-ciiizens  to  a  rnanly  resist- 
aoce  of  the  tyrannical  encroachments  of  Britain. 


Can  it  be  matter  of  surprise  that  disaffection 
to  your  cause  should  prevail  among  the  people  of 
Massachusetts,  when  it  is  deemed  necessary,  in 
support  of  that  cause,  lo  rpsort  to  measures,  which, 
in  their  opinion,  violate  their  rights — which  cut 
them  off  from  those  pursuits  which  are  essential 
to  their  prosperity,  and  which  habit  has  rendered 
almost  necessary  to  their  existence? 

The  measures  of  Government  have  borne  with 
such  severity  upon  the  people  of  that  State,  as 
to  excite  in  them  the  suspicion  that  their  rulers 
are  indifferent,  if  not  hostile,  to  their  interests. 
The  embargo  is  not  calculated  to  remove  that 
suspicion.  By  ihis  act.  the  wretched  remnant  of 
that  commerce  which  has  survived  your  war 
measures  has  been  annihilated  at  a  blow.  At  the 
time  they  are  called  upon  to  contribute  to  the 
exigencies  of  Government,  they  are  deprived  of 
the  means  of  complying  with  the  demand.  They 
are  aliached  to  the  Constitution  ;  they  are  at- 
tached to  the  union  of  the  States;  ihey  have 
considered  it  the  rock  of  their  salvation;  they 
will  support  it.  until  they  shall  be  convinced  be- 
yond all  question — until  there  shall  not  be  left 
••  a  loop  to  hang  a  doubt  on" — that  the  great  pur- 
poses for  which  that  Union  was  formed  are  to 
be  deliberately,  systematically,  and  permanently 
abandoned. 

Gentlemen  of  the  majority  have  been  very  lib- 
eral in  their  advice  and  instruction  to  the  minor- 
ity. As  one  of  that  minority,  I  feel  a  grateful 
sense  of  the  obligation  1  am  under,  and  am  so- 
licitous, as  far  as  in  my  power,  to  discharge  the 
debt  of  gratitude.  It  is  not  for  me  to  instruct 
gentlemen  of  their  experience  and  wisdom.  I 
would  ask  them,  however,  and  ask  them  in  the 
spirit  of  friendship,  if  there  is  not  reason  to  dis- 
trust the  correctness  of  that  system  of  measures 
which  they  are  pursuing,  when  they  find  its  ef- 
fects have  been  so  disastrous?  Let  them  restore 
peace  to  their  bleeding  and  suffering  country  ;  let 
them  remove  the  shackles  from  commerce;  let 
them  abandon  the  restrictive  system  ;  let  them 
iricrease  the  Navy,  the  cheap  and  natural  defence 
of  the  country  ;  let  them  extend  an  equal  regard 
to  the  interests  of  every  part  of  the  Union  ;  let 
them,  in  fact,  return  to  the  policy  of  Washing- 
ion,  '•  the  first  in  our  dangers,  the  wisest  in  our 
days  of  peace."  In  this  way  they  will  put  down 
opposition.  The  people  will  forget  their  errors 
in  ihe  returning  prosperity  of  the  country.  For 
myself,  I  solemnly  declare  I  care  not  of  what 
political  parly  are  our  rulers,  if  they  be  men  of 
understanding  to  discern  the  true  interest  of  the 
country,  and  integrity  to  pursue  it.  That  Ad- 
ministration is  the  best  which  renders  the  people 
most  happy. 

When  Mr  Baylies  had  ended  his  speech,  ihe 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Beall  presented  a  resolution  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  requesting  that  measures  may  be  taken 
lo  secure  prompt  and  reasonable  compensation  to 
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citizens  ijf  that  Srate  for  supplies  and  other 
^r'>perty  fuijjished  detachments  of  militia  in  the 
»utilic  servi.:e. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
imims. 


7,    V        '                          ^           ■           r                     I3y  the  great  charier  of  our  indepen 
Mr.  LattiMOKe  presented  a  petition  of  sundry    expressly  declared,  "ibat  all   men  are 
ihabitants  ijt  the  MissisbipDi  ferritorv.  nravincr    •  pnnal  •  fKai  ii,^.,  „,„  „„.i i   i...  .i_ 


habitants  ijf  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 

jtt   measuits   majy   be  taken    to  ascertain  and 

I|ust  their  alaimsio  certain  tracts  of  land  in  said 

t^jrrityry.— ileferfed   to  the  Committee   on  the 

i  L't>lic  LaniiL. 

,  Mr.  McKi*:.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
j.  a;jds.  reported  a  bill  permitting  certain  locations 
<:  land  to  lie  made,  and  granting  donations  of 
f  ruf  to  certc^n  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  New 
}  sAJrid.in  tl^e  Territory  of  Missouri ;  which  was 
I  ad  twice,  aijd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
1!  riiole.  j 

Ht.  Rhea-  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 


pies,  whereby  the  sovereignty  of  Kings  was  oyer- 

turned.  and  the  sovereignly  of  the  people  estab- 
lished on  its  ruins. 

By  the  great  charier  of  our  independence  it  is 

—  --'v  declared,  "ibat  all   men  are   by  nature 

,  thai  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 

certain   unalienable   rights;    that   among 


equal 
with 


these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
•  piness."  That  all  legitimate  power  flows  from 
the  people,  and  is  to  be  exercised,  only,  to  pro- 
mote their  happiness. 

This,  sir,  is  the  fair  fabric  of  our  rights,  con- 
structed by  the  proscribed  patriots  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  martyred 
heroes.  From  ihis  fountain  flows  our  Consiitu- 
iion,  construcied,  expressly, -'to  secure  the  bles- 
sings of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posteritv  •" 

e|a;blish   certain   post   routes ;   which    was   read    sdemni^secur^d"  ^       '     those  sacred   rights  so 


th( 


iCice,  and  i^ommiited   to  a  Committee  of 
"\f  hole.  ) 

Mr.  AhchiJr,  frotn  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
r*)oried  a  bijl  supiilemeniary  lo  an  act.  eniiiled 
•|»  act  tor  t^e  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson;"  which 
v^K  read  iwi-e,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
r^  ihe  ihml  time  to-morrow. 

phe  resolution  of  Mr.  GoLDdBOROUGH,  of  Ma- 
r  jl^nd.  so  to  jmend  the  rules  of  the  House  as  lo 
ei  jjiid  the  hjnor  of  admission  within  the  bar  ol 
tl  iniouse  tof  uch  gentlemen  as  have  at  any  ume 
Pipv^ous  beer-  at  the  head  of  any  Department  of 
llii'Governmfni,  was  taken  up.  and  adopted. 

Lti  motion iof  Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania. 
ll|.'  bill  reported  by  him  lor  the  better  organiza- 
tijii-ul  the  Courts  of  the  United  Slates  fur  the 
d|i(ict  ol  Neiv  York,  passed  through  a  Commit- 
ult^f  the  WhV)le.  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
l>.^  eiie  ihird  Reading,  without  amendment. 
^This  bill  aj'porlions  the  oflicial  duties  between 
thj  |wo  distr|lt  jud-es  for  ihe  district,  Jcc.J 

'  \  \  THE  LOAN  BILL. 

t.jfl'f  Wo"se;again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
V\  ^)le,  on  thj'  Loan  bill. 

i^fr.  WRiGi.r,of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  |(|llows:      { 

.  i%r.  Chairnlan.  thje  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
Pl|.(Ke  this  bi|l,  because  it  will  nrovide  the  means 
to^lTect  an  urjrighleous  end.     They  say  that  the 

imencement.     That,  if 
lecessary.  as  the  Or- 
.--  «^uuiicji  are  revoked. 
a>at  imprejsmeni,  of  itself,  was  never  consid- 
Jrfj;a  cause  c;  war. 

ight  have  been  honorably  avoid- 


wfffjwas  unjiisi  in  sis  comm* 
or;|,j»jally  jusk  it  is  now  unne 
d('»s|iQ  Council  are  revoked. 


ri^atthe  s)j-iem  of  retaliation,  resorted   toby     ^1 /"'""'. ^.^''^   ''^'''''   '^  release   native   bor 

pesidentAhas  given  to  the  war  a  character 

elocily  unl^nown  to  civilized  nations 

i|.  belore  §  proceed   to  detect  and   expose  the 

i^y  ol  ihes|  assertions,  permit  me  to  call  back 

|r^  ailention  to  oi,,r  glorious   Revolulion-not 

-   revolutions  of  Europe,  the  exchange  of 


I  will  now  proceed  to  show  that  ihe  war  was 
just  in  lis  commtncement;  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  are  not  revoked;  that  ihe  impressment 
ot  seamen,  is,  of  itself,  a  just  cause  of  war  ;  that  the 
arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr  Pink- 
ney  could  not  have  been  honorably  adopted,  and 
that  the  retaliatory  system  resorted  to  by  the 
1  resident  was  net  an  act  of  ferocity  but  of  hu- 
'  maniiy 

Sir,  that  ihe  war  was  just  in  its  commence- 
tneut  will  appear  by  a  short  review  of  the  causes 
that    produced    it.     In    the   year  1792,    the   ven- 
erable Washington  declared  ihat  the  practice  of 
impressment  was  intolerable,  and  that  it  must  be 
discontinued   or   war  would   be   inevitable;  Mr 
Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of  Slate,  was  no  doubt 
ol  Ihe  same  opinion;  Mr.  Adams  when  President 
dec  ared  the  same  opinion,  and  the  sentiments  of 
his  Cabinet,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Mr.  Marshall,  now 
Chief  Justice.  Mr.  Sioddari    and    Mr.  Wolcotl 
which  have  been  read,  prove  that  they  then  were 
01  lue  same  opinion. 

The  law  of  nations  expressly  declares,  that  for 
every  injury,  if  redress  is  demanded  or  required 
and  unreasonably  delayed,  11  is  just  cause  of  war! 
and  Mr.  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina,  when  Min- 
ister, informs  us,  that  on  his  application  for  im- 
pressed seamen,  then  m  London,  they  were  sent 
ofl,  without  sutfering  an  investigation  of  their 
rights.     Great  Britain  has  no  doubt,  disclaimed 
the  right  of  impressing  American  seamen,  bui  has 
added  insult  to  injury,  by  exercising  it,  and  im- 
pressing thousands  of  our  seamen  in  direct  viola- 
tioii  of  her  own  admission.     Our  Ministers  have 
told  us,  that  while  she  impresses  her  native  born 
!"  •i!!'/!:.'!!?!  lK.!f„^o°  '^^'"ralized,  mamed,  and 

Z 

American  citizens,  impressed  into  her  service 
because  they  are  married  and  settled  in  Eng-' 
laud.  Can  such  monstrous  inconsistencies  be 
submitted  to?  Was  Mr.  King,  a  Minister  under 
two  Administrations,  by  the  exercise  of  his  dis- 
tinguished talents  and  devotion  to  ihis  subject 
enabled  to  efl^eci  an  honorable  arrangement  ?    No  • 


1^1  ^le  revolutions  of  Eu  ope    he  excZTp  n      ""\T  . '^  i"'°''  *'"^   '^^^«"°°    '«  «''*»  ^^"bject, 


I 


f 
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"  that  the  friends  of  Great  Britain  in  Congress 
were  mistaken  on  that  point."  We  see  by  ihe 
official  documents  in  1807,  that  out  of  2059  cases 
of  imprt'ssment,  102  only  were  British  subjects; 
that  1,142  were  discharged,  and  805  kept  for  fur- 
ther proof,  with  the  strongest  presumption  that 
they  were  aliens,  or  Americans  whose  protections 
had  been  lost. 

These  1,142  unfortunate  citizens.  I  presume 
will  be  admitted  to  have  been  impressed,  as  they 
were  discharged  as  such  ;  and  also  the  1,600  de- 
clared by  Lord  Castlereagh  in  Parliament  to  have 
been  impressed  ;  even  by  the  "  friends  of  Great 
Britain  in  Congress"  as  his  Lordship  has  dubbed 
them.  And  1  hope  houorable  gentlemen,  after 
Lord  Castlereagh  has  declared  that  they  were 
mistaken  in  theirdeclarations,"  that  the  Govern- 
raent,  through  Mr.  King,  might  have  honorably 
arranged  the  subject  of  impressment,"  will  not 
further  expose  their  devotion  to  that  nation,  nor 
deny  that  the  1.600  impressed  in  time  of  peace, 
and  since  made  prisoners  of  war,  is  a  just  cause 
of  war.  I  will  next  examine  the  spoliations  on 
our  commerce,  their  commencement  and  pro- 
gress, with  the  pretexts  under  which  they  have 
been  committed.  Great  Britain  in  June,  1803, 
passed  an  Order  in  Council,  unlawfully  restrict- 
ing the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  a  certain 
portion  of  ihe  unblockadt-d  pons  of  her  enemy, 
and  condemning  our  vessels  with  innocent  car- 
goes on  their  return  voyage  from  ports  where 
they  had  deposited  contraband  articles. 

After  it  had  been  expressly  decided  by  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  that  an  American  had 
a  right  to  import  into  America  the  produce  of  a 
Spanish  colony,  and  that  landing  the  cargo  and 
paying  the  duties  would  Ireak  the  continuity  of 
the  voyage,  and  justify  their  re-exportation  to  any 
part  of  Europe;  and  after  Lord  Hawkesbury  had 
communicated  lo  Mr.  King  that  decision,  ap- 
proved by  the  Advocate  General,  and  by  Lord 
Hawkesbury, establishing  the  law.  that  landing  the 
goods  and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neutral  coun- 
try would  break  the  continuity  of  the  voyage, 
and  was  such  an  impurlation  as  would  legalize 
the  trade,  although  the  goods  were  shipped  in  Ihe 
same  vessel,  on  account  of  the  same  owners,  and 
sent  to  the  mother  country  that  produced  ihem. 
And  yet  notwithstanding  this  order — this  decis- 
ion ol^  the  Higti  Court  of  Admiralty— this  report 
of  the  Advocate  General,  and  this  official  com- 
munication by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  .Mr.  King, 
our  commerce  was  swept  from  the  ocean,  and 
condemned  in  direct  violation  of  itie  order,  the 
decision,  and  the  report  of  the  Advocate  General 
so  officially  communicated,  and  it  would  seem  in- 
sidiously to  inspire  us  with  confidence,  lo  increase 
that  commerce,  that  they  might,  like  tlie  panther 
in  ambush,  unsuspecledly,  leap  upon  their  prey. 
This  outrageous  conduct  gave  rise  to  clamors 
in  every  commercial  circle  in  the  United  Stales, 
and,  at  ihe  opening  of  the  session  of  1805,  the  Pre- 
sident informed  us. '•  that  the  British  had  cap- 
'  lured,  in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as 
*  well  as  on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  ot 
'  our  friends  coming  to  trade  with  us,  but  our  own 


'  also;  that  they  have  carried  them  off.  under  the 

'  pretence  of  legal  adjudication  ;  but  not  daring 
'  to  approach  a  court  of  justice,  they  have  plun- 
'  dered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way.  or  in  obscure 
'  places,  where  no  evidence  could  arise  against 
'  them,  maltreated  the  crews  and  abandoned  them 

■  in   boats  on  the  open  seas,  or  on  desert  shores 

•  without  food  or  covering."  "  That  new  princi- 
'  pies  had  been  interpolated  in  the  law  of  nations. 
'  According  to  them,  a  belligerent  takes  to  itself  a 

•  commerce  with  its  own  enemy  that  it  denies  to 
'  neutrals,  on  the  ground  of  its  aiding  the  enemy 
'  in  war.  But  reason  revolts  alsuch  inconsistency ; 
'  and  the  neutral  having  equal  right  with  the  bei- 
'  ligf  r'-nt  lo  decide  the  question,  tlie  interest  of  our 
'  constituents,  and  the  duty  of  maintaining  the 
'  authority  of  reason,  ihe  only  umpire  between  just 

•  nations,  impose  on  us  the  obligation  of  providing 

■  an  efl'ectual  and  determined  opposition  lo  a  doc- 

•  trine  so  injurious  to  the  rights  of  peaceable  na- 
"  lions."  Ill  January.  1806,  remonstrances  came 
in  frotn  Boston,  Salem,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  Charleston,  praying  thai  the  Gov- 
ernmenl  would  take  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, and  also  the  impressment  of  seamen.  On 
the  17th  January,  1806,  the  President  again  pres- 
sed the  subject  on  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
with  the  memorialsof  the  merchants,  which  hetold 
us  would  develop  these  principles  and  practices, 
which  are  producing  the  most  ruinous  efi'ecls  on 
our  lawful  commerce  and  navigation.  He  re- 
marks, "that  on  the  subject  of  impressment  our 
'  remonstrances  have  never  been  intermitted  ;  a 
'  hope  existed  at  one  moment  of  an  arrangement 
'  that  might  have  been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon 
'  ))a^sed  away  ;  and  the  practice,  although  relaxed 
'  at  limes  in  distant  seas,  has  been  constantly  pur- 
'  sued  in  our  neighborhood."  On  the  12lh  Feb- 
ruary, 1806,  Congress  took  up  the  consideration 
ol  the  .Message  of  ihe  President,  with  the  memo- 
rials of  the  merchants,  which  relate  to  the  spolia- 
tion of  our  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  and  lo 
the  new  principles  assumed  by  the  British  Courts 
of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for  the  condemnation 
of  our  vessels  in  iheir  prize  courts,  and  passed  the 
following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  captures  and  condemnation 
under  the  orders  of  the  British  (Jovernrnent,  and  ad- 
judications of  their  Courts  of  Admiralty,  of  American 
vessels  and  their  cargoes,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain 
prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  these  United 
Stales,  and  an  encroachment  upon  their  national  in- 
dependence. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  their  citizens,  captured  and  con- 
demned, on  the  pretext  of  ite  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in 
lime  of  peace,  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such 
.American  citizens  for  their  losses  and  damages  sus- 
tained by  these  captures  and  condemnations;  and  to 
enter  into  such  arrangements  with  the  British  (Jovern- 
raent  on  this  and  all  other  differences  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  with  respect 
to  the  impressment  of  .American  seamen,)  as  may  be 
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|u|n«i8tent  vvnth  the  honor  and  interosU  of  the  United 
Ji^«te«,  and  oanifem  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for 
wtfemnelveg  and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation. 
Jhkt  justice  \D  which  they  are  entitled. 

\  JThe  PrpOdent  immediately  appointed  Mr.  Mon- 
4r<;e  and  .Mr-.  Pinkney  Envoys  Extraordinary,  and 
'jrf'itructed  q/ieni  lo  in>ist  on  an  arrangement  for 
-^hfe   protection  of  our  seamen,  and    indemnifica- 

ably  (0  the  said  resolu- 

:ted  them  to  procure  an 

,.  »  '^      ^      Jlockades.    The  British, 

i(jr't  conrent|with  their  new  principles  and  a^jres- 

■-ns  under*  them   on    the   16ih  of  May,  1806  is 


Fbbroary,  1814. 


•jniirucieu  cjiem  lo  inMst  o 
|h(e  protection  of  our  sean 
4i*n  for  spt'*iation's,  agreeal 
|i»ns  ;  and  |lie  also  instruct 
^ificle  for  iffrininj:  legal  bic 


lyd  an  Orttr  of  (j'ouncil  for  blockading'the  coast 
^m  the  r»ver  Ejlbe  to  Brest.  On  the  lltlioi 
liy  1807.  ^ey  i5;>ued  another  order,  blockading 
i4  Elbe.  WVser,  and  the  coast  between  the  same^ 
np  also  ihi  Dardanelles  and  Smvma      On   the 


i 


'  tercoarse  with  Great  Britain."'  Mr.  Erskine 
being  informed  that  his  proposition  would  be 
accepted,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1809.  in  an  official 
note,  says :  "lam  authorized  to  declare  that  His 
'  Majesty's  Orders  Jo    Council,  of  January  and 

•  November.  1807,  will  have  been  withdrawn   as 
'  respects  the  United  Slates,  on  the  10th  day  of 
•June  next."     The   President,  on    the  same  day 
issued  his  proclamation,  declaring,  -'that  the  Or- 
'  ders  m  Council  will  have  been  removed  on  the 

*  10th  day  of  June  next;    after   which  day   the 
trade  of  the  United  States  with  Great  Britaio 

j  I  as  suspended  by  the  act  of  Congress  above-men- 
I  tioned,  and  the  act  laying  an  embar£o  on  all 
'  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  th"e  United 
States,  and  the  several  acts  supplementary  there- 
'  to,  may  be  renewed."  For  this  arrangement, 
the  President  was  eulogised   by  the   Federalist!. 


''^m?u."l^.'   ^^ .^°^\\  tliau   their  whole   nivy 


i)uld  blockade,  agreeably  to  their  own  definition 
J  %  blockadf .     Aud  Great  Britain.  alihou<rh  her 
fr^er  in  Cu>incil  was  made  un  the  16th  o/'May 
^(|6  from   Ktbe  to  Brest,  charges  it    to  the  ac- 
''ijint  of  Fr^ince  a-;  a   measure  of  retaliation  for 
[•^decree,  Nockading  the  Bniis.'i  Isles  as  a  mea- 
liY  of  retaliation    for  British    violations  of  the 
[^  of  natu'fis  by  their  said  order,  althouf^h  that 
Viiree  was   made  the  21st  of  November,  1S06; 
hq.  allboug»i  on   lis  face  it  carried  the  absurdity 
<:?  ^making  fhe  efTict  precede  the  cause,  she  was 
r^ii  without   her  votaries  in  this  body,  notwiih- 
sfc^ding  ihi,  extraordinary  and  outrageous  con- 
cftcit.     Our  Envoy.,  with  all  their  zeal  and  abil- 
'l?"'  ^^^^  "f^able  to  procure  a  treaty  securing  us 
afa:nst  impressment,  or  indemnification  for  spoli- 
a|(jn.  or  evtr>  the  c«efiiiiiion  of  a  legal  blockade ; 
rf r'have  1  eAerJieard   an   insinuation    that  they 
d-  il  not  do  all  in  th-ir  power  to  obtain  it. 

After  the  Uilure  of  redress,  by  treaty,  the  em- 
li  -ko  wasad^'pted,  which,  no  doubt,  had  the  most 
s.  ,i|tary   effect  of  :,ecuring   the  remnant  of  our 
r-'  Qimerce   fn)nfi    iFre  gript-  of  the  enemy,  whose 
p   OS  were  cr^)wdfct  with   the  captured   vessels  of 
t*  United   rotates-   and   when   its  effects   were 
n|«  sensibly  felt  by  the  enemy,  writhing  under 
iti  [pressure,  ai  the  instance  of  our  Eastern  breth- 
■•-*■  't  was  re|<ealed,  and  the  non-intercourse  law 
led,  by   v^hich   France  and    England  were, 
ceriaiq  lime,  interdicted  the  commerce  of 
■» United   States,  unless  they   revoked,  or  su 
plified  their  orders  and  decrees,  that  they  should 
|tV  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
I  States.     After  tiiis,  Mr.  Erskine,  on  the  ISih 
[Kpnl,  1803,  informed  tht'  Secietary  of  State. 
Smith,  'ihai  he  was   instructed  to  comruu- 
Ic^te  lo  tht  American  Government  His  .Majes- 
^4  determination   of    sending    to   the    United 
Uies  an    Rnvoy  Extraordinary,  invested  with 
I  Ijir  powers  i-(  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  the  points 
•■  rhe  relations  between  the  two  countries.  That 
'je  meanpme  His  Majesty  would  withdraw 
Urders   i<j  Council.  i(   the   President  would 
ifcue  a  proclamation  for  the  renewal  of  the  in- 
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aSf. 


rejecieu  me  arrangj 
ized    by    her  Minister;    and    the    President    was 
charged    by  the  Federalists,  in  conjunction  with 
trreat  Britain,  with  seducing  their  Minister  into 
the  arrangement,  with  a  knowledge   that  he  had 
no  power  to  make  it.     The  non-intercourse  law 
was,  of  course,  again  declared  in  full  force  against 
Great    Britain.     On    the   5th   of   Augu>t.   1810 
Prance,   through   her  Minister,  declared    to  our 
Minister,  at  Pans,  in  a  note  of  that  date,  that   af- 
ter the  1st  of  November,  1810,  her  decrees  would 
be  revoked,  or  so  modified  that  they  would  cease 
to  violate   our   neutral   commerce,   provided   we 
caused   our  rights  to  be  respected,   by  enforcing 
the    non-intercourse    act   against   Great   Britain. 
We  accordingly  passed  an  act  for  that  purpose 
again«i  which,  however,   the  Federalists   voted' 
And   France,  on  the  28th  of  April.  1811   on  the 
receipt  of  the  act  of  Congress,  enforcing  the  non- 
intercourse  act  against  Great  Britain  definitively 
ratified  her  revocation  of  her  decrees,  acreeably 
10  her  preliminary  act  of  the  5ih  of  August,  1810 
upon    the   condition    pre-expressed    in^our    law' 
And  although,  in  the  Erskine  arrangement,  not 
one  word  was  said  about  spoliations,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment was  applauded  by  the  majority  for  the 
act ;  yet.  in  the  arrangera-nt  with  France   it  wai 
opposed  by  these  gentlemen,  and  the  Government 
denounced  for  not  insisting  on  a  cotemporaneous 
agreement  to  pay  for  spoliations.     Great  Britain 
neither   revoked   her  Orders  in  Council  nor  sent 
an  Envoy  Extraordinary,  but  she   refused    to  re- 
voke them   under  the  pretext   that  Erskine  had 
no  power:  and  she  sent  an  Extraordinary  En- 
voy, (Mr.  Jackson.)  whose  history  and  dismissal 
you  all  know,  who  proved  himself  to  be  the  same 
Jackson  who  .so  distinguished  himself  at  Copen- 
hagen.    Alter  all   these  things,  and   the  declara- 
tions of  Great  Britain,  that,  on  the  revocation  of 
the  French  decrees,  she  would  revoke  her  Orders 
m  Council,  Mr.  Foster,  then   Minister   near  the 
United   States,  unequivocally    declared    that  al- 
though France  should   have  revoked  her  decrees 
as  to  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  would  not 
revoke   her  Orders   in  Council.     In   this  posture 
of  our  affairs,  and,  after  every   effort   to  settle 
them  by  negotiaiioQ  had  failed,  the  war  was  de- 
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dared.  And.  although  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
may  declare  it  unjust,  1  have  no  doubt  the  Ame- 
rican people  believe  it  just,  and  that  the  honest 
historian  will  record  it  just.  But  they  say  the 
Orders  in  Council  are  revoked,  which  were  the 
cause  of  the  war,  and  lo  continue  it,  would  be 
unjust.  Had  gentlemen  examined  the  instru- 
ment and  the  despatch  enclosing  it,  they  would 
not  have  made  the  assertion.  The  Prince  Re- 
gent declares  that  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the 
7th  of  January,  1807.  and  the  26lh  of  April,  1809, 
be  revoked  ;  but,  unless  we  repeal  our  act  pro- 
hibiting British  armed  vessels  entering  our  ports, 
that  the  revocation  of  his  Orders  are  null  and 
Toid;  and  "'his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
'  gent,  is  hereby  pleased  further  to  declare,  in  the 
'  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  that 
'  nothing   in   this   present  Order  shall    be  under- 

•  stood  to  preclude  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
'  Regent,  if  circumstances  shall  so  require,  from 
'  restoring,  alter  reasonable  notice,  the  Orders 
'  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  and  the  26th  of 
'  April,  1809,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  full  effect,  or 

•  from  taking  such  such  other  measures  of  retali- 
'  ation  against  the  enemy,  as  may  appear  to  his 

•  Royal  Highness  to  be  just  and  necessary." 

Mr.  Russell,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  en- 
closing this  act,  says:  "I  can  but  regret  that,  in 
'  this  document,  any  reservation  has  been  made 
'  of  a  power  of  restoring  the  Orders  of  the  7th  of 
'January,  1807,  and  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  to 

•  their  full  effect,  whenever  it  shall  be  judged  ex- 

•  pedient  so  to  do;  as  such  reservation   manifests 

•  an  intention  to  maintain  the  principle  on  which 
'  they  were  founded,  and  in  which  1  conceive  the 

•  United  States  can  never  acquiesce."  The  Uni- 
ted Slates  did  not  repeal  the  act  prohibiting  their 
ships  of  war  to  enter  our  ports;  therefore  the  act 
was,  on  its  face,  null  and  void.  Nor  do  I  presume 
any  American  could  believe  their  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil pubslaniially  revoked,  whilst  they  claimed 
the  power  to  inflict  them  when  it  suited  their 
convenience  ;  much  less,  consent  to  an  accommo- 
dation on  terms  which  would  imply  our  assent  to 
an  outrage  against  which  we  have  solemnly  pro- 
tested. 

As  to  the  impressment  of  seamen  being  of  itself 
no  cause  of  war.  I  have  already,  in  my  review  of 
the  causes  of  the  war,  presented  that  subject  in 
colors  sufficiently  strong  lo  satisfy  any  American 
that  theory  could  convince,  and  such  as  may  not 
be  satisfied,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  their 
being  practically  taught,  that  it  is  such  an  out- 
rage, that  they  themselves  should  declare  it  a  just 
cause  of  war. 

They  also  say  that  the  war  might  have  been 
honorably  avoided,  by  the  arrangement  made  by  , 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney.  And  that  these  gen-  j 
llernen  are  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Govern-  I 
ment,  and  I  will  add,  known  to  be  advocates  for  j 
the  war.     Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  from  Rich- 
mond, of  2Sth  February  1808,  after  the  expiration 
of  his  mission,  I  admit,  writes   to  the  President,  ! 
that  "the  idea  entertained  by  the   public  is,  that  | 

•  the  rights  of  the  United  States  were  abandoned  j 

•  by  the  Atnerican  Commissioners,  in  the  laie  ne-  j 

ISlliCox.  2dSESs.— 53 


'  gotiation,  and   that  their  seamen  were  left  by 

!  '  tacit  acquiescence,  if  not  formal   renunciation, 

'  to  depend  for  iheir  safety  on  the  mercy  of  British 

'  cruisers.    I  have  on  the  contrary  always  believed, 

•  and  still  do  believe,  that  the  ground  on  which 
'  that  interest  was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the  Brit- 

•  ish  Commissioners  of  November  8,  1806,  was 
■  both  honorable  and  advantageous  lo  the  United 

•  States." 

Mr.  Monroe  says  in  this  letter,  "it  is  far  from 
being  my  desire  to  compromit  Mr.  Pinkney  in 
the  slightest  circumstance."  This.  then,  is  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Monroe  only,  and  is  confined  to 
the  subject  of  impressment.  But  1  would  ask 
honorable  gentlemen  to  examine  ihe  groundwork 
ol  this  mission;  the  petitions  of  the  merchants, 
ihe  resolutions  of  Congre.ss,  ihe  instructions  of 
the  President,  and  the  public  feeling  and  expecta- 
tion, on  the  issue  of  the  mission,  and  also  the 
trealy  itself,  and  form  an  opinion  for  themselves, 
before  they  condemn  the  President  for  not  sub- 
mitting the  treaty  to  the  Senate  ;  and  that  on  the 
opinion  of  one  of  the  Ministers  defending  himself 
against  the  public  indignation,  as  he  himself  in- 
forms us. 

Sir.  had  this  been  a  legislative  subject,  and  sub- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  this  House,  under  such 
instructions,  to  protect  our  seamen,  to  indemnify 
our   merchants  from    spoliations,  and   to   define 
blockades  and  other  minor  objects,  who  had  re- 
ported a  bill  omitting  the  three  points  on   which 
they  were  specially  instructed,  what  would  have 
been  ihe  conduct  of  this  House  ?     Sir,  they  would 
have   recommitted  the  bill  to  the  same,  or  perad- 
venlure  to  some  other  committee.     The  President 
sent  back  the  treaty  to  the  same  Commissioners, 
to  recommence  their  labors,  and  to  make  no  treaty 
if  they  could  not  secure  such  conditions  as  they 
were  instructed   to  effect.     And  I  believe  no  act 
of  that  Administration   was   marked  with  more 
energy,  nor  met   more  cordially  the  approbation 
of  the  people.     What  would  have  been  the  clam- 
ors against  the  President,  if,  on  a  mission  in  which 
he  had  been  expressly  instructed,  as  on  this  case 
he  was  by  ihe  resolutions  of  Congress,  to  demand 
and  insist  upon  remuneration  for  spoliations  and 
security  especially  against  impressment,  and  he 
had  accepted  a  treaty  without  either  ?     Our  Min- 
i.'sters  inform  the  Government  on  ihe  3d  January 
1807,  "  they  are  sorry  this  treaty  contains  no  pro- 
vision against  impressment;"  but  that  the  policy 
that  the  British  Government  had  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  this  very  delicate  subject,  her  Ministers 
assured  them,  would  secure  us  as  perfectly  as  if 
in  a  treaty.     And  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland 
subscribed   the    paper  which  states — '•  Thai  His 
■  Majesty's  Government  has  not  felt  itself  prepared 
'  to  disclaim  or  derogate  from  a  right  whicn  has 
'ever  been  uniformly  and  generally  maintained, 
'  and  in  the  exercise  of  which  the  security  of  the 
'  British    navy   may  be  essentially   involved." — 
"  That  His  Majesty's  Ministers  had  been  directed 
'  togi  ve  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  the  most  posi- 
'  live  assurances  that  instructions  have  been  given. 
'  and  shall  be  continued  and  enforced,  for  the  ob- 
'servance  of  the  greatest  caution  in  ihe  impress- 
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5JngBriti>fi  seaiiien,  and  that  the  strictest  care 

*  ^hall  be  liken  tp  preserve  the  citizens  froni  any 
2  fnolestativ'a  or  injury,  and  that  immediate  and 
^tirompt  rfcdress  *hall  be  afforded  upon  any  rep- 
5  fcsentation  of  ipjury  sustained  by  them."  By 
Sllis  infori^l  act  they  declare  they  cannot  dero- 
V^te  from  .i  right  on  which  the  security  of  the 
^Ekitish  navy  may  depend  ;  although  at  the  mo- 
4|ijent  our  I^inisters  were  pressing  on  them  an  ar- 
ticle, by  tlt^-  instruction  of  the  President,  "to  im- 
\  pose  heavy  penalties  on  our  captains  who  should 

jeceive  on  board  or  carry  to  sea  British  seamen, 
^n  her  e>?tering^  into  a  like  stipulation  that  her 
•apiains  yfiall  not  take  on  board  or  carry  to  sea 
^merican.searaen."  Would  any  prudent  man 
^ii4lieve  our  seamen  safe  under  the  policy  of  Great 
|p|itain,  wien  she  refused  so  correct  a  siipula- 
/ijnl  Upv'in  the  point  of  spoliations,  our  Min- 
|s4ers  tell  its — "  they  regret  also,  to  be  under  the 
'  necessity  {if  stating,  that  no  provision  had  been 

•  <jiade  by  f^e  treiity  to  indemnify  our  merchants 
lfi)r  the  spoliations  on  their  commerce;  that,  at 
t  ^le  time  cj  signing  the  treaty,  they  stated  expli- 
^  titly  they^could  not  conclude  it  without  satis- 
^-  \^iictory  as:uranc(?s  of  remuneration  for  unlawful 
,*  Raptures.""  TheBritish  Ministry  informed  them 

i'l^ey  did  nijt  wish  them  to  abandon  their  claim, 
i^t  intima?ed  that  in  cases  of  invested  right  it 
^*^s  not  in  ihe  power  of  the  Government  to  inter- 
*-,^e  to  the  ^irejudiice  of  the  parties  ;  that  it  would 
^i^  hard  on  the  Government  and  unpopular  to  ap- 
^^  the  pul>Jic  mojiey  to  such  a  purpose;  that  the 
jf.fpending  ;:ases  would  not  be  unfavorably  ad- 
iijdged  ;  thAt  to  efiter  into  an  engagement  under 
|t|e  present  state  of  things  might  expose  the  Gov- 
iAiment  to  theiraputation  of  having  done  it  by  co- 
iiyion. 

^  \Lord  Howick  intimated  to  our  Ministers  '-that 
,)|  would  be  better  for  them  to  address  a  note 
1 1*)  him  than  the  British  Ministers,  on  the  pre- 
■  Vrvation  rf  our  rights  to  indemnity  for  spolia- 
ifons.  Wt  are  preparing  this  paper,  but  fear  it 
;yill  not  hi  ready  in  time  to  procure  his  answer 
^!|)  send  ycy  with  those  despatches.  We  think 
fi\  our  dut^i,  however,  to  add,  that  we  do  not  wish 
*i<ur  Goveriiment  to  be  too  sanguine  in  the  ex- 
fj-ectation  of  a  favorable  result.  In  the  dehbera- 
Stjons  on  this  subject  it  may  perhaps  be  better  to 
Jl^esume  tfiat  such  an  one  i^ay  not  be  obtained. 

Jit  is  nut  provided  for  in  the  treaty."  Our 
aisters  s«;nd  th^  treaty  without  any  indemnity 
spoliations,  or  any  agreement  to  reserve  the 
^i^ject  for  future  negotiation,  and  advise  the  Pre- 
sident to  ar.j  on  the  treaty  as  if  such  a  reservation 
jvks  not  to'be  ob»ained.  Our  Ministers  also  in- 
"o 'm  the  Goveraraent  that  they  endeavored  to 
•tl|tain  an  article  ^o  define  blockades  agreeably  to 
fjiird  St.  riellen'^  convention  with  Russia,  but 
jfj  tiioul  ell^'Ct.  I  therefore  ask,  if,  on  their  refus- 
^,  J  '•  to  dei-vgate  from  their  right  of  impressment," 
?i^  their  rtjusing"  to  stipulate  for  spoliations,  or 
J-'iien  to  res<;rve  thie  subject  for  future  negotiation." 
ijd  on  thor  refusing  to  define  a  legal  blockade, 
Ireeofth/  specified  objects  of  the  rais>iun,  any 
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or  advantageous  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
treaty  ought  to  have  been  accepted? 

They  tell  us  that  the  system  of  retaliation  re- 
sorted to  by  the  President,  has  given  to  the  war 
a  character  of  ferocity  unknown  to  civilized  na- 
tions. The  term  ferocity  they  borrow,  no  doubt, 
from  the  Maryland  memorial,  the  production  of 
a  hopeful  band,  who  ferociously  broke  into  a  tem- 
ple of  liberty,  although  locked  with  the  key  of  our 
holy  religion,  and  rifled  it  of  three  golden  lamps, 
thai  had  been  selected  by  the  sovereign  people  of 
Alleghany,  and  foisted  in  their  place  three  others 
of  brass,  that  had  been  rejected  by  them.  Can 
such  men,  without  book,  be  entitled  to  credit, 
who  after  kissing  the  book  have  violated  the  sa- 
cred charter  of  our  liberties,  and  that  in  the  most 
vital  point,  the  right  of  suffrage  ? 

Retaliation  is  a  right  of  war.  governed  by  the 
laws  of  war.  Bynkershoek.  in  his  Law  of  War. 
declares  "that  retaliation  may  be  made  on  him 
who  does  the  injury— that  the  safety  of  the  peo- 
ple is  the  soul  of  the  law  of  war." 

In  England  it  is  a  prerogative  right  vested  in 
the  Crown,  where  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation 
is  lodged,  an  unwritten  law.  In  the  United  States 
the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people,  and  no  power 
vested  in  the  President  but  by  written  law.  made 
by  their  Representatives,  and  for  which  purpose 
the  law  of  retaliation  was  passed,  vesting  this 
power  in  the  President. 

King  Charles,  in  his  grant  to  the  proprietors  of 
Maryland,  in  section  liJ,  says  :  •'  We  have  given, 
■  and  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  do  give,  by 
'  these  presents,  as  full  and  unrestrained  powers 

•  as  any  captain  general  of  our  army  ever  hath 
'  had  unto  the  aforesaid  now  Baron  of  Baltimore, 

•  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  by  themselves,  or 
'  by  their  captains  or  other  officers,  to  summon  to 

•  their  standards,  and  to  array  all  men  of  whatso- 
'  ever  condition,  or  wheresoever  born,  for  the  time 
'  being,  in  the  said  province  of  Maryland,  to  wage 
'  war  and  to  pursue,  even  beyond  the  limits  of 
'  their  province,  the  enemies  and  ravagers  afore- 
'  said,  infesting  those  parts,  by  land  or  by  sea.  and 
'  (if  God  shall  grant  it)  to  vanquish  and  capture 

•  them,  and  the  captives  to  put  to  death,  or  ac- 
'  cording  to  their  discretion  to  save,  and  to  do  all 
'  other  and  singular  things,  which  appertain  or 

•  have  been  accustomed    to   appertain    unto  the 

•  authority  or  oflBce  uf  captain  general  of  our  ar- 
'  my."  Here  the  right  to  kill  the  captive  is  un- 
conditionlly  given,  and,  if  one  of  his  men  was  ex- 
ecuted, would  not  only  authorize,  but  by  the  law 
of  war  justify,  retaliation.  Blackstone,  vol.  4.  p. 
7,  says:  "  The  right  of  punishing  crimes  against 

•  the  law  of  nature,  as  murder,  is  in  a  state  of  na- 
'  lure  vested  in  every  individual,  and  when  those 
'  individuals  are  formed  into  society,  the  rights  of 
'  each  must  be  vested  in  that  body." 

By  Divine  authority  it  is  declared,  an  eye  for 
an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  and  whoever  sheddeth 
man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed  ;  this 
law  was  certainly  inscribed  on  the  heart  of  Cain 
by  the  finger  of  God,  who  on  killing  his  brother 
expressed  his  apprehensions,  that  whoever  should 
find  hira  would  slay  him. 
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On  the  10th  July,  1776,  almost  cotemporane- 
ously  with  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
Congress  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Retolved,  That  if  the  enemy  shall  put  to  death, 
torture,  or  maltreat  the  prisoners  retained  by  them,  re- 
taliation, the  only  means  of  stopping  the  progress  of  in- 
human butchery,  and,  for  that  purpose,  punishments 
of  the  same  kind  and  degree,  be  indicted  on  an  equal 
number  of  the  captives  from  them  in  our  jKJssession, 
until  they  shall  be  taught  to  respect  the  violated  rights 
of  nations." 

Congress  on  the  3d  March,  1799,  by  a  law  of 
that  date,  authorized  the  President  (if  any  ciuzen 
of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  been  im- 
pressed into  the  British  service,  shall  be  taken 
by  France,  and  by  the  authority  of  France  shall 
suffer  death  or  other  corporal  punishment)  and 
required  him  to  cause  the  most  rigorous  retalia- 
tion to  be  executed  on  any  citizen  of  the  French 
Republic. 

i  have  presented  to  you,  on  this  subject,  the 
laws  of  war,  the  law  and  practice  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  law  of  nature,  and  the  law  of  God ;  the 
law  and  practice  of  1776,  and  an  act  of  this  Con- 

freL-s  under  the  Federal  Administration — though 
am   aware,    that   it   may    be   said,  they   were 
Frenchmen. 

Sir,  by  your  naturalization  act,  we  give  to  per- 
sons every  right  of  a  citizen,  except  to  be  a  Pres- 
ident, and  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  for  their 
firotectiun,  as  a  counterpart  of  their  pledge  of  al- 
egiance.  We  are  therefore  as  much  bound  to 
protect  them  as  if  native  citizens  ;  and  were  we 
to  decline  their  protection  by  retaliation,  we  should 
be  accessaries  to  their  murder.  And  il  Great 
Britain  shall  presume,  under  her  claim  of  perpet- 
ual allegiance,  to  execute  one  of  them,  who  have 
been  taken  in  arms  defending  their  adopted  coun- 
try, we  will  convince  her  that  our  power,  with- 
out any  claim  of  allegiance  over  her  subjects,  is 
as  well  founded,  by  exercising  it.  In  this  opinion 
I  am  doubly  fortified,  by  the  President  recom- 
mending the  act  of  retaliation,  and  by  his  vote  in 
the  old  Congress,  to  hang  Asgill  for  Captain  Hud- 
dy,  when  AsgiU  was  given  up. 

This  power  was  exercised  by  the  patriots  of  the 
Revolution,  and  with  ^o  much  success,  that  in 
the  debates  in  Parliament,  we  are  informed,  there 
were  but  four  cases  during  the  Revolution — then 
it  will  be  recollected  we  were  liable  to  be  hung  as 
traitors,  and  that  now  it  would  be  murder  in 
Great  Britain  to  hang  us. 

Sure  I  am,  if  Great  Britain  is  rash  enough  to 
hang  these  unfortunate  captives,  it  will  be  owing 
to  the  conduct  of  the  minority  upon  this  occasion. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pearso.n)  tells  us  that  such  was  our  hostility  to 
Great  Britain,  that  for  ratifying  Jay's  Treaty, 
which  was  so  unexceptionable.  Gen.  Washing- 
ton had  been  burnt  in  elfigy;  but  on  the  inquiry 


of  General  Washington  to  Edmund  Randolph, 
that  he  never  would  ratifv  the  treaty  with  the 
"  provision  article  in  it,"  whereby  he  kindled  such 
a  flame  against  it,  that  he  himself  could  not  ex- 
tinguish it;  and  during  the  fervor  it  produced, 
Mr.  Jay  was  burnt  in  effigy,  nor  do  I  believe  there 
would  have  been  much  regret  on  the  burning  of 
the  original. 

This  "provision  article"  was  calculated  to 
make  us  an  accomplice  in  the  starving  of  France, 
and  was  for  that  purpose  inserted  by  Great  Brit- 
tain  ;  then  too,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  General 
Washington  was  such  an  admirer  of  France, 
that  he  said  to  their  Minister  on  his  presenting  a 
pair  of  French  colors,  '•  To  call  you  great  would 
be  but  common  praise— Wonderful  people  !" 

However  unexceptionable  this  treaty  may  have 
been,  under  it  Jonathan  Robbins  was  given  up  and 
executed,  although  he  swore  he  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  had  been  impressed.  Report 
has  charged  it  on  the  then  Secretary  of  State 
(Mr.  Pickering)  without  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Adams ;  and  as  that  gentleman  is  now  in  his  seat, 
he  will,  by  giving  us  the  history  of  that  transac- 
tion, enable  the  American  historian  to  do  justice 
to  the  man  that  did  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ship- 
herd)  tells  us  we  have  gone  to  war  for  the  phan- 
tom called  honor.  I,  sir,  have  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  honor  in  an  individual  was  a  substantial 
ingredient  in  his  character,  and  regret  that  any 
Representative  in  Congress  should  consider  it  a 
phantom,  in  the  character  of  the  nation,  that  we 
had  declared  war  to  protect  sailors'  rights,  and 
that  every  sailor  in  the  nation  was  opposed  to 
the  war.  A  solitary  tar  in  the  gallery  instantlr 
exclaimed,  "  That's  fal.se;  belay  that  fellow  there!" 
This  same  gentleman  exultingly  tells  us  that 
Britain  holds  the  trident  of  Neptune — that  she  is 
omnipotent  on  the  ocean.  Our  contests  with  her 
on  that  element  have  shaken  her  empire  of  the 
ocean,  and  Captain  Perry's  signal  victory  on 
Lake  Erie  has  marked  him  as  the  heir  apparent 
to  Neptune. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Sher- 
wood) puts  us  upon  our  guard  not  to  offend  the 
Eastern  States  ;  '•  that  Connecticut,  the  State  that 
gave  him  birth,  is  superior  in  arms  to  all  the 
States  to  the  south  of  the  North  river."  Stately 
thoughtless  youth !  Did  he  think  anybody  would 
believe  him?  Did  he  believe  himself?  I  confess 
it  defied  my  credulity.  However,  I  rejoice  in  the 
strength  of  a  sister  Slate,  because  her  strength 
increases  the  strength  of  the  Union,  and  I  have 
no  fears  that  her  arms  will  ever  be  turned  against 
her  country,  although  we  are  threatened  with  a 
civil  war.  The  gentleman  has  forgotten  the  vale- 
dictory monitions  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  not 
to  Use  geographical  arguments,  and  put  in  array 
one  section  of  the  Union   against  another;   but 


where  It  had  been  done,  the  gentleman  unfortu-  j  should  the  seditious  speeches  in  Congress  lead  to 
nately  fixed  on  Charleston,  which  their  Represen-  1  that  unhappy  catastrophe,  I  can  assure  that  gen- 
tative  (Mr  Cheves)  declared  to  be  without  foun-    ileman  that  the  sons  of  the  South  or  Centre  would 


dation  ;  and  Mr.  Pickering  said  was  a  mistake, 
that  it  was  Mr.  Jay  that  had  been  burnt  in  effigy.' 
Yes.  sir,  and  that  proceeded  from  the  declaration 


not  turn  upon  their  heel  to  avoid  a  conflict  with 
him,  either  physically  or  metaphysically. 
Sir.  we  have  already  seen  some  of  the  fruits 
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of  debate  in  the  remarks  of  Mr.    them,  tlian  through  the  anticipation  of  a  disor- 


(^;his  freecym 

)fl.-»ke,  in  lije  Senate  of  Massachusetts;  unless, 
wf  adventjre,  he  might  have  been  under  the 
t^Aration  ol»  Doct^ir  Henry's  pills.  '  Quid  7ion 
rTof-talia  pe^tora  cogis  auri  sacra  fames  ?"  He 
s»ij,  that  "ijjritish  influence  did  exist,  and  he  was 
*>jtoud  of  it»;  he  was  proud  of  the  fast-anchored 
'Si^e  ;  he  wak,  proud  of  their  influence  in  America; 
'jlljeir  laws,ilheir  tnanners,  their  religion — all  our 
'kt'iaQdishmt^nts  in  life  are  to  be  ascribed  to  that 
'  Ij-pral  nation."  He  declared,  •' there  was  more 
ictical  lr)erty  in  England  than  in  any  other 
f-ction  of    he  globe;  and   he  was  ready  to  ex- 


dered  imagination  to  charge  us  with  them  before- 
hand? I  would  ask  that  gentleman  whether 
French  con^-criptions,  which  I  understand  to  be 
a  draught  by  lot  of  a  certain  number  from  all  the 
young  men  as  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
to  serve  for  five  years  only,  can  be  so  outrageous 
as  the  impressment  of  all  seamen,  without  a  lot, 
to  !.erve  for  life?  He  politely  charges  us  with 
practising  a  ductility  of  mind  that  begms  its 
work  by  deceiving  itself.  If  that  was  the  fact,  I 
ask  him  if  it  is  half  so  exceptionable  as  that  duc- 

,^,.„ ...   J, , „„ J  .„ -_      tility  of  mind  that  begins  and  prosecutes  its  work 

hange  the  Constitution  for  that  of  Great  Brit-  j  by  deceiving  the  people  ?    He  concludes  by  charg 
monarchy  and  all."     I  have,  notwithstand 


ing  us  with  legislatmg  under  Executive  caprice. 
I  wish  I  could  charge  them  with  not  capriciously 
opposing  every  measure  of  Government,  how- 
ever intimately  connected  with  its  prosperity  and 
happiness. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gros- 
venob)  charges  us  with  pouring  out  incessant 
invectives  against  the  British  Government,  but 
he  forgot  to  slate  that  they  were  defensive,  and 
to  justify  us  against  the  invectives  of  the  Federal 
party  against  their  own  Government.  He  tells 
us  that   the   Pre.sidenl's  soul  will  be  crimsoned 


ing,  so  mucij  confidence  in  Massachusetts,  that  I 

a>n  certain  iio  raau  can  be  found  in  that  section 

oi  the  Unioij  possessed  of  so  much  temerity  as  to 

ii^duce  him  '.o  play  the  part  of  Caesar,  when  he 

l^holds  the  qrawn  dagger  in  the  hand  of  a  Brutus 

L«  Jiis  side.   -And  I  confidently  hope  that  no  por- 

t^'ti  of  this  Ijappy  land  will  ever  be  found  to  pro- 

0|)(ie  a  Caesaj*  that  will  not  produce  another  Bru- 

t^^c  I  wish,  ?^r,  that  honorable  Massachusetts  Scn- 

a'.v)^  was  in  (jhat  gallery,  and  that  I  possessed  the 

pp^fer  of  OrJ)heus.  1  would  make  thai  Goddess  of  \ 

I^b^rty  heavt'asigh  and  crimson  her  marble  cheek  '•  with  the  blood  of  our  officers  and  soldiers,  by  vio 

fitrihe  apostucy  of  JO  degenerate  an  American. 

l'!f  he  genii4raan  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gas- 
ton) tells  uj  that  the  war  is  offensive.  Then,  I 
^<|P})ose,  the* impressment  of  6,257  seamen,  and 
c|p|uring  Qlf  ships  in  time  of  peace,  and  refusing 
t(^^ive  them-  up.  was  not  oflensive.  He  tells  us 
fi^iiiaparte  insisted  on  our  going  to  war  if  our 
ri^l{(s  were  r^t  respected.  I  would  ask  that  gen- 
tllnjan  what^was  the  rider  on  that  honorable  ar- 
rjAgement  Mr,  Jefferson  has  been  caluminated 
fcl  (ejecting I?  It  was  this — it  was  an  instrument 
u  d^-r  the  hayds  of  the  two  British  Ministers  who 
silQ^d  the  lijeaty.  "that  they  were  commanded 
'  jy-His  Majesty  to  say  that  we  must  not  submit 
■  i)  the  Berlin  deciee  of  November.  1800;  and 
'  ii|t  they  c;|nnot  enter  into  the  stipulations  of 

Hf  present  treaty  without  an  explanation  from 

1^  United  ptates  of  their  intentions  relative  to 

»4l  decreeior  a  reservation  to  His  Majesty  not 

I  consider  Ihimself  bound  by  the  treaty  in  that 
' -A'^nt.'  Ittu  well  known  France  meant  only 
0'^: jenforcerient  of  the  non-intercourse  act,  as 
til'  jfxplanaiion  of  it  and  practice  under  it  has 
p^^jed.  Th«-  gentleman  finds  great  fault  with 
tllr  |)rinciple5hat  frf»e  ships  shall  make  free  goods. 
rai!t;our  Govyrnmenit  insisted  on  it?  No.  But  if  he 
wflfcexamin*'  the  history  of  the  wars  of  1737  and 
1  j||><|.  he  wilLifind  Great  Britain  then  insisting  on 
itv  Jhen  shetwas  not  omnipotent  on  the  ocean, 
aad  Wished  lij|e  protcct'oo  of  law — but  now,  when  ;  ^''e  mu 
"w.^  *ire  told  :^e  holds  the  trident  of  Neptune,  she  j  be  the 
pi^ffrs  the  ^tima  ratio  '  '  '  ''" '  "' 


and  we  have  I 
ajti^le  testin^ny  she  means  to  use  it  to  produce 
tllf  yenulliin^i  ratio  regum — their  interest.  But 
h>^t|;lls  us  wf  had  like  to  have  crowned  our  vio- 
I<iiii5ns  of  a^  that  was  dear  to  the  people,  by 
a^ojiiing  thii  French  conscriptions.  Would  it 
n^tjhave  b«vn  more  in  order  to  postpone  his 
d^tinciation ,.  fof  our  faults  till  we  had  committed 

t\       ? 
^\      * 


latiog  our  act  of  retaliation,  which  is  limited  by 
the   modern   usage  of  nations.     If  our  soldiers, 
taken  in  arms,  fighting  for  their  country,  and  car- 
ried to   England,    shall   be  executed,  the  honest 
historian  will  fix  their   blood  on  the  head  of  the 
Opposition,  and  will    I  trust  record  on  the  same 
page  their  opposition  to  the   law  of  retaliation, 
alitor    being   informed   by  the   President  that  he 
had  no  such   power  without  a   law  for  that   pur- 
pose.    What  ought  to  be  the  respect  of  the  Army 
for  them,  who,  when  Britain   had  such  a  power, 
denied  it  to  their  own  Government?     This  gen- 
tleman  is  so  well  read   in  the  secret   history  of 
Great  Britain,  that  he  tells  us  these  unfortunate 
captives  begged  a  British  captain,  on  their  knees, 
for  a  pardon,  and  tffered  to  enter  into  their  ser- 
vice upon  that  condition.     It  was  their  ferocity, 
and  the  scalping   knife  of  their  red  allies  they 
feared,  not  their  justice.     He  tells  us  Great  Brit- 
ain has  a  right  to  punish  them  under  her  muni- 
cipal laws — that  her  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance 
will  justify  her   in    punishing  them  as  traitors. 
And  if  Great  Britain  punishes  them  under  her 
municipal  laws  for  treason,  cannot  we  punish  her 
subjects  in  our  possession  by  our  municipal  law 
of  retaliation  ?     If  Great  Britain,  alter  being  iu- 
lormed  as  she  has  been  of  our  intention  to  retali- 
ate, shall  murder  one  of  them,  and  we  retaliate, 
will  she  not  be  guilty,  in  a  court  of  conscience,  of 
the  murder  of  her  own  subject  ?     Whatever  majr 
case,  I   am   sure  that  while  she  believes 
that  will  be  their  unhappy  lot,  she  will  not  ven- 
ture on  the  experiment.     But  if  she  shall,  I  have 
not  a  ray  of  doubt  that  the  President  will  execute 
as  many  Britons  in  their  places,  agreeably  to  the 
law  ol  retaliation  which  he  has  sworn  to  execute, 
and  thereby  stop  the  further  effusion  of  innocent 
American  blood. 

When  Mr.  Wright  had  concluded — 
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Mr.  Calhodn  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as  of  this  bill,  though  far  from  being  an  intuitive  pro- 
follows  :  j  position,  has  received  no  part  of  their  arguments  or 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  now  more  than  two  weeks  elucidation.  For  my  part,  I  consider  it  not  only 
since  the  commencement  of  this  debate  ;  most  of  false  but  dangerous  ;  and  shall  therefore  not  only 
which  time  has  been  consumed  by  the  Opposition  I  consider  the  alleged  injustice  and  inexpediency 
in  attempting  to  prove  the  bad  faith,  poverty,  1  of  the  war.  but  the  inference  assumed  from  those 
folly,  and  injustice  of  our  Government  and  coun-  ]  charges.  I  trust,  with  the  attention  of  the  Corn- 
try  ;  for  all  of  their  arguments  and  declamation,  '  mittee.  to  prove  that  both  are  equally  unfounded, 
however  variant  and  contradictory,  are  reduci-  I  must  beg  an  attentive  and  deliberate  hearing; 
ble  to  two  objections  against  the  passage  of  this  for  a  correct  mode  of  thinking  on  this  subject,  I 
bill.  First,  that  such  is  the  want  of  capital,  or  [  do  sincerely  believe  to  be  necessary  to  the  lasting 
of  public  credit,  that  the  loan  cannot  be  had,  or  |  prosperity  of  our  country.  1  say  an  attentive  and 
it  must  be  at  an  extravagant  interest ;  and  sec-  {  deliberate  hearing,  for  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the 
ondly,  if  it  could,  the  bill  ought  to  be  rejected.  '  mind  be  fixed  on  the  discussion;  but  it  should 
because  in  their  opinion  the  war  is  unjust  and  ,  also  be  free  from  those  passions  and  prejudices 
inexpedient.  The  last  of  these  objections,  I  pro-  i  unfavorable  to  the  reception  of  truth.  The  fact 
pose  to  discuss.  To  examine  both  at  large  would  that  discussion  here  assumes  the  form  of  debate, 
occupy  too  much  time.  Without,  therefore,  dis-  I  produces  a  state  of  things  unfavorable  to  dispas- 
cussing  the  question  whether  the  loan  can  or  can-    sionate  attention.      In   debate   here,  as  between 


not  be  had,  1  will  merely  offer  a  few  reflections 
incidentally  connected  with  it.  It  is  a  little  re- 
markable that  not  one  of  the  minority  has  dis- 
cussed the  material  points  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject; I  mean  the  question.  Is  the  money  proposed 
to  be  raised  by  this  bill  indispensable  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ?  and,  if  so,  is  a  loan  the  only. 


two  individuals,  the  opposite  sides  are  much 
more  disposed  to  find  objections  to  an  argument, 
be  it  ever  so  clear,  than  to  receive  it  with  a  pro- 
per degree  of  assent.  In  their  zeal  the  interest 
of  the  country  is  too  often  forgot.  Mutual  re- 
crimination, and  not  to  discover  and  persuade  to 
do  what  is  right,  is  but  too  commonly  the  object. 


or  best  mode  of  obtaining  it  ?     The  Chairman  of   I  hope  what  I  have  to  say  will  not  be  viewed  as 


the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  present- 
ed an  estimate  of  the  expenses  already  ordered, 
or  which  must  be,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  with  the 
other  sources  of  the  revenue,  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  meet  them.  The  silence  of  the  Op- 
position sanctions  the  correctness  of  the  estimate  ; 
and  as  no  other  mode  has  been  indicated  of  ob- 
taining the  necessary  supplies,  this  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  only  one.  It  ceases  then  to  be  a 
question,  whether  the  loan  can  be  had  at  this  or 
that  interest.  It  is  necessary;  it  must  be  had; 
and  the  rate  per  centum  will  depend  principally 
on   the  slate  of  the   money  market — and  not  on 


a  mere  exercise  of  skill  in  a  discussion,  in  whicb 
those  who  hear  me  have  little  or  no  interest ;  but 
I  as  containing  principles  believed  to  be  essential 
i  to  the  public  interest.  I  trust  I  hold  in  proper 
i  contempt  the  spirit  of  idle  debate.  Its  heat  and 
I  zeal  are  momentary.  Not  so  with  our  principles 
'  and  measures.  On  them  must  depend  our  future 
j  prosperity  and  happiness. 

j      Is  the  war  unjust  and  inexpedient?     This  is 
I  the   question   which  I   now   propose  to  discuss. 
I  The  eagerness  and  zeal  with  which  our  oppo- 
nents endeavor  to  prove  this  point,  seem  to  me 
not  at  all  consistent  with  sound  principles  or  due 
love  of  our  country.    In  their  zeal  they  often  pre- 


the  arguments  here.  Again;  on  comparing  the  sume  that  we  are  wrong  and  our  enemy  Tight; 
two  objections  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  one  of  and  that  on  us  is  the  burden  to  prove  that  their 
them  destroys  all  confidence  in  the  other.  Our  \  charges  are  false,  before  they  have  attempted  to 
opponents  contend  not  only  that  the  loan  cannot  prove  them  to  be  true.  How  contrary  this  to  the 
be  had.  but  that  it  ought  not  to  be  granted.  To  '  maxims  of  Roman  wisdom  !  That  wise  and  vir- 
defeat  the  passage  of  this  bill,  or  to  prevent  its  !  tuous  people,  so  far  from  presuming  their  country 
successful  operation  out  of  this  House,  are  the  I  to  be  wrong,  considered  it  as  a  crime  in  a  citizea 
declared  objects  of  their  policy.  It  is  true  that  '  to  doubt  of  the  justice  of  the  public  cause.  In  a 
all  have  noi  made  the  latter  declaration;  but  slate  of  war  how  worthy  of  our  imitation!  It 
none,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves,  have  disavow-  '  was  at  the  root  of  Roman  greatness.  Without  it 
ed  it.  When,  then,  they  argue  that  the  loan  i  a  free  Slate  will  ever  lose  much  of  its  peculiar 
must  fail,  they  may  be  considered  either  as  dupes  and  native  strength  ;  the  spontaneous  and  concur- 
to  their  wishes,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  as  aim-  ring  zeal  of  its  citizens.  The  charge  of  injustice 
ing  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  moneyed  men  in  ]  and  inexpediency  against  the  war  necessarily 
the  public  faith  ;  for  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  leads  me  to  investigate  its  cause.  It  originated, 
they  have  any  hope  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  I  as  agreed  on  all  sides,  in  certain  commercial  ag- 
bilL  I  gressions  on  the  part  of  England,  and  her  prac- 

But  to  proceed   to  the  objection  which  I  pro-    tice  of  impressing  American  seamen  from  Amer- 
posed  to  discuss.     The  war,  say  our  opponents,  |  ican  vessels  on  the  high  seas.     Though  I  have 


IS  unjust  and  inexpedient,  and  therefore  this  bill 
ought  to  be  rejected.  The  facts  of  the  supposed 
injustice  and  inexpediency  of  the  war,  on  which 
this  objection  rests,  have  claimed  the  exclusive 
attention  of  the  Opposition.  The  inference  de- 
duced from  them,  that  they  justify  the  rejection 


named  commercial  injuries  first,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  give  impressment  the  preference  in  the 
order  of  discussion  ;  not  only  because  the  war  is 
continued  for  it,  but  because  it  is  of  greater  in- 
trinsic importance.  The  life  and  liberty  of  a 
citizen  are  more  important  to  him  and  his  coua- 
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^ify|thaD  hii^property ;  and  consequently  the  ob- 
Ug^tion  to  protect  the  former  more  sacred  than 
»t|latter.  /To  the  truth  of  this  position,  our  po- 
i^iral  institution  bears  testimony.  A  single  ju- 
C^c^al  proct^s  determines  on  a  question  of  pro- 
j^i^y  ;  but  :>  requires  a  double  investigation,  first 
l|^l|)re  a  gra^d  jury  and  then  a  petit,  before  the 
l^^blest  aid  most  suspected  citizen  can  be  de- 
jyil-ed  of  lit',-  or  liberty.  This  is  a  mode  of  think- 
ing* worthyf)f  a  free  people,  and  in  fact  is  essen- 
t«ti|!to  the  p»'rmanent  existence  of  their  freedom. 
yiei,  life  an.j  liberty,  those  precious  gifts  of  Hea- 
v>[^  are  by  ^ur  laws  and  constitutions  guarantied 
tiji(ll.  Th(*r  may  be  abused  and  forfeited  to  the 
ciujitry  ;  bu?  cannot  be  torn  away  by  the  hand 
Of  jrfbitrary  Jower.  Let  us  bear  these  sentiments 
ijvf^iir  mind '{and  bring  them  in  our  bosoms  to 
t^Jliscussiifn  of  this  subject. 

|I{  is  fortenate  that  the  facts  connected  with 
ililtfessmeni  are  few  and  undoubted.     I  set  aside 
fi^t  "iie  prese'fit  the  pretext  and  principle  on  which 
C>^^t  Britan  acts  in  relation  to  it.     None  can 
dHJiy  that  a; great  number  of  American  sailors 
hqfe  been  i"apressed  from    on  board  American 
Vi^*ls  on  tbv  high  seas,  and    by  force  compelled 
tr^ijrve  a  sovereign  to  whom  they  owe  no  alle- 
g^ijce,  and  to  fight  battles  in  which  they  have 
n^mterest.  .'It  is  equally  certain,  that  the  prac- 
tirsajis  oflonjr  contiouance;  and  that  negotiation 
hji^jjften  anj  in  vam  been  resorted  to  for  redress. 
I  aipt  a  great-number  rather  than  specify  any  par- 
ti'tii|ar,  becai?se  I  do  not  conceive  the  exact  num- 
to  be  material ;  and  also,  because  I  do  not 
to  inccSrporate  anything  the  least  doubtful 
Jtjje  stateij-ient.    On  this  point,  however,  the 
^)^overniYients  aye  pretty  well  agreed.     Ours 
|r|iates  ihj  entire  number  taken  at  something 
^j    than  ,«^x  thousand  ;  and  the  British  Gov- 
erj^tent  acknowledged  that,  at  the  breaking  out 
olji^le  war,  i^ey  had  sixteen  hundred  at  least  on 
b(i»r|i  their  pjblic  vfssels.     After  deducting  from 
oi*  1st'  the  d«-ad  by  battle  and  disease,  the  dcsert- 
Pfl^nd  the  liberated,  it  will  be  found  that  theirs 
e3«evds  our  estimate.     To  the  shame  of  the  mi- 
msniy,  they  :^lone  have  attempted  to  throw  any 
d(.^l]|t  on  this'point— and  to  diminish  the  injury 
of^l|e  enemy*  below  their  own  acknowledgment. 
O.I!t|iis  simpli  statement,  there  are  two  inferences 
so^ll'ar,  that  5  feel  il  almost  an  insult  to  the  un- 
de.j*^nding  c^'  this  Committee  to  state  them.     I 
m-^5  seek  for  my  j«pology  in  the  efforts  of  our 
opr</nents  to  j-ender  that  doubtful  which  in  itself 
is«)|^anifesti^  I  mean  the  violation  of  the  rights 
&iZ  ^liberty  o|   the  impressed  American  seamen, 
apjl  vthe  corrfspondeni   duty    imposed   on  their 
ccf  t^try  to  deiend  them.     I  know  of  no  illustra- 
tii^  y)f  a  projjosition  so  perfectly  clear.     No  head 
Ctt?*  kc  so  impenetrable  as  not  to  perceive  its  truth  ; 
mt^ean  so  (*allous  as  not  to  feel  its  obligation. 
F|r,;Who  is  ijiere  in  this  comngunity  of  freemen. 
thit«s  willin-J  to  renounce  the  claim  of  protection 
v>|i'*h  he  ha^on  all,  or  withhold  the  duty  which 
nffij  under  tp  ail  ?     It  is  the  essence  of  civil  so- 
c\ffi)^.     Such'and  so  simple  is  the  truth  on  which 
tl^  ^ause  of  ^ur  country  stands.     On  these  essen- 
tia lacts  andtinfereuces  we  are  then  on  all  sides 
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agreed.     The  obligation  of  the  GoTcrnment  is 
established.     How   then   are  we  to  be  absolved 
from  so  sacred  a  duty  ?     The  impressed,  the  en- 
slaved seamen   have  invoked  the   protection   of 
their  country.     Shall  it  be  extended  to  them,  or 
shall  it  be  withheld  7     This  is  the  question  now 
proposed  for  our  consideration,  and  which  natu- 
rally introduces  the  various  arguments  of  the  mi- 
nority on  this  important  subject.     They  combat 
against  inferences  the  most  clear  and  powerful ; 
proportionally  perspicuous  and  strong  must  be  the 
reasons  to  justify  their  conduct.    I  will  commence 
with  that  which  I   believe  to  be  most  relied  on; 
because  most  frequently  and  zealously  urged  in 
justification  of  our  enemy.  It  issaid  that  they  take 
American  citizens  by  mistake,  and  not  by  princi- 
ple ;  their  object  is  to  take  their  own  seamen,  but, 
from    the    impossibility    of     distinguishing,    the' 
American  seamen  is  impressed.     The  answer  is 
plain  and  decisive.     The  argument  is  founded  m 
a  misconception.     The  duty   which  the  country 
owes  to  the  impressed  sailors  originates  in  a  sin- 
gle fact,  that  they  are  unjustly  deprived  by  a  for- 
eign nation  of  their   liberty.     The  principle  oa 
which  they  are  deprived  of  their  liberty,  or  the 
manner,  constitutes  no  part  of  it.     Whether  done 
by   principle  or   mistake,  it  is  true,  may  have  a 
bearing  on  the  continuance  of  the  practice  and  its 
future  extent.     For  what  is  done  by  mistake  or 
accident  generally   leaves  this  consolation,  that 
it  will    not   probably  occur    again;  but  what  is 
done   by  principle  may  be  expected  to  continue. 
We  have  not  even  this  hope.     The  evil  is  invet- 
erate.    The   mistake,  if  one  it  is,  must  forever 
happen  so  long  as  the  present  practice  is  contin- 
ued of  impressing   from    American  vessels.     It, 
therefore,  operates,  as  it  regards  us,  as  if  it  were' 
the  result  of  principle.     I,  however,  deny  the  fact 
on  which  this  justification  rests.     The  object  of 
England  is  not  to  take  her  seamen  only.     By  re- 
curring to  official  documents  on  this  subject,  it 
will  be  found,  that  she  impresses  persons  on  board 
of  our  vessels  who    could  not    be  mistaken  for 
British  sailors.  She  takes,  indiscriminately,  Dane, 
Dutch.  Spaniard,  and  seamen  of  any  nation.     To 
speak   another  language  and  to  wear  a  different 
complexion   are.  it  seems,  no  evidence  with  the 
British   Government  that  he  is  not  an   English 
sailor.     What  then  is  the  principle  of  that  Gov- 
ernment on  this  subject  ?     If  we  are  to  judge  by 
facts,  and  not  by  pretexts,  which  will   never  be 
wanting,  if  we  are  simple  enough  to  believe  ihem 
it  is   this:  they  claim,  at  least  as  far   as  we  are 
concerned,  that  every  seafaring  person  found  on 
the  ocean  is  presumptively  an  Englishman,  and 
bound  to  serve  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  They 
admit,  it  is  true,  this  presumption  to  be  rebutted 
in  a  single  case,  and  only  in  that ;  by  the  seaman 
proving  that  he  belongs  to  the  country  to  which 
the  flag  does  under  which  he  sails.     If.  for  in- 
stance, the  vessel  is  American,  that  he  was  born 
in   the  United   States.     The  impress  officer,  the 
very   person  interested  against  him,  is,  however, 
the  judge  and  jury  who  presides  in  this  mock  trial 
of  nativity.     It  is  thus  that   the  American  flag 
is  insulted— it  is   thus  the   American  citizen  is 
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stripped  of  his  liberty  under  its  protection!  At 
home,  he  holds  his  liberty  under  the  protection  of 
the  most  sacred  laws  ;  abroad — no.  I  will  not  ad- 
mit the  distinction,  for  while  under  our  flag  he  is 
still  at  home — he  holds  life  and  liberty  at  the 
mercy  of  every  insignificant  drunken  midship- 
man !  But  let  us  attend  for  a  moment  longer  to 
the  object  of  this  principle  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, as  illustrated  by  practice.  A  war  in  Eu- 
rope, m  which  England  is  engaged, sooner  or  later, 
extends  to  all  of  the  other  Powers  in  that  part  of 
the  globe.  In  consequence  of  her  superiority  at 
sea,  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  other  States 
are  destroyed,  or  suspended  in  a  state  of  war  ;  and 
their  seamen,  who  cannot  readily  change  their 
habits,  are  compelled  to  seek  employment  in  for- 
eign service.  Until  lately,  America  remaining 
neutral,  and  offering  high  wages,  they  naturally 
preferred  ours.  To  this  state  of  facts,  her  prin- 
ciple of  impressing  all  foreign  seamen  was  ap- 
plied ;  and  by  its  operation  forced  those  who  were 
by  their  own  consent  employed  in  our  vessels,  to 
serve  by  compulsion  in  her  navy.  Thus  by  a 
single  process,  under  the  pretext  of  taking  her 
own  seamen,  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
world  are  converted  into  a  nursery  to  support  the 
British  navy  ;  and  the  practice  of  impressment 
from  neutrals,  on  investigation,  is  discovered  to 
b»e,  like  all  of  her  other  encroachments,  a  system 
of  universal  monopoly.  Unless  resisted  by  the 
steady  and  persevering  efforts  of  other  nations, 
she  must  eventually  draw  the  commerce  of  the 
world  into  the  vortex  of  her  system. 

It  is  next  urged,  that  this  is  an  ancient  custom 
on  the  part  of  England,  and  Europe  generally; 
that  it  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations  to  impress 
on  board  of  neutral  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 
Those  who  urge  this  argument  ought  to  substan- 
tiate it  by  a  reference  to  the  facts  and  to  elemen- 
tary writers  on  public  law.  Until  this  is  done,  it 
cannot  be  considered  in  a  stronger  light  than  a 
mere  assertion.  I,  for  ray  part,  do  not  believe 
that  it  ever  constituted  the  custom  of  Europe,  or 
that  ol  England,  till  since  the  period  of  the  Ame- 
rican war.  If  it  were  a  general  custom,  why  not 
recognised  by  some  of  the  many  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nations  ?  They  minutely  state  the  cases 
in  which  a  belligerent  may  enter  a  neutral  vessel 
for  the  purpose  of  search.  Why  not  this,  also? 
None  of  the  rights  of  search  would  be  more  im- 
portant, and  would  better  deserve  their  attention 
than  this,  if  it  really  were  one.  Their  silence, 
then,  is  decisive  against  the  custom.  I  know 
that  some  English  writers  have  set  up  an  old 
claim,  formed  on  the  orders  of  their  Government ; 
but  there  is  no  proof  of  acquiescence  on  the  part 
of  other  Powers;  and.  if  they  had,  it  could  not 
be  obligatory  on  us.  The  law  of  nations  is  com- 
posed principally  of  usages  originating  in  mutual 
convenience.  Among  the  nations  of  modern 
Europe  who  are  distinguishable  by  their  language 
and  countenance,  it  is  possible  that  impressment 
on  board  of  neutral  vessels  there,  may  not  be  lia- 
ble to  the  mistakes  and  abuses  of  which  we  com- 
plain, and  even  that  it  might  be  a  mutual  conve- 
nience.    Such  a  custom,  then,  would   not  be  ex- 


traordinary. But  were  those  nations  related,  as 
are  America  and  England  ;  and  if  the  practice 
must,  from  necessity,  be  attended  with  incessant 
abuse,  it  never  could  exist.  If  our  opponents, 
then,  had  proved,  and  not  merely  asserted,  such 
a  custom,  as  between  us  and  England,  our  coun- 
try would  have  formed  an  exception.  It  is  not 
applicable  to  our  condition;  it  is  unequal,  not 
reciprocal,  and  attended  with  incessant  abuse.  As 
applied  to  us.  then,  the  general  usage,  if  there 
were  one.  ought  to  be  removed  by  treaty,  so  as 
to  suit  the  mutual  convenience  of  both  parties; 
an  object  which  this  country  has  ever  been  anx- 
ious to  effect,  but  which  has  been  studiously 
avoided  by  our  enemy.  If,  however,  our  oppo- 
nents still  insist  that  it  is  a  right,  under  the  kw 
of  nations,  and  must,  notwithstanding  the  argu- 
ment which  I  have  advanced,  be  considered  as 
applicable  to  us.  we  may  meet  usage  with  usage ; 
or  rather  doubtful  uncertain  usage,  and  opposed 
to  reason,  by  that  which  is  undoubted,  and  found- 
ed in  the  very  essence  of  civil  society.  If  to  im- 
press in  neutral  vessels  is  a  usage  of  England  and 
the  rest  of  Europe,  how  much  more  so  is  it  to 
afford  protection  to  the  subjects  against  foreign 
violence.  This  is  the  usage  which  is  certain  and 
universal — not  confined  to  any  particular  nation 
— not  originating  in  accidental  circumstances — 
all  States,  the  most  weak  and  contemptible,  claim 
it;  and  it  is  so  mixed  into  the  very  essence  of 
society,  that  it  cannot  be  relinquished  without 
certain  destruction.  On  this  custom,  which  com- 
bines both  right  and  duty,  we  may  oppose  any 
pretext  or  claim  of  our  enemy. 

But,  say  some  of  our  opponents,  we  are  willing 
to  defend  native-born  American  seamen,  but  not 
the  naturalized.  I  know  not  how  those  who 
make  this  distinction  can  answer  a  simple  ques- 
tion, founded  on  fact.  American  seamen — yes, 
sixteen  hundred,  at  least,  native-born  American 
seamen,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  British 
Government,  are  impressed  and  held  in  bondage. 
If,  then,  you  are  willing  to  defend  such,  why  not 
support  the  war  now  carried  on  solely  for  the  de- 
fence of  these  unfortunate  citizens  ?  What  avail 
IS  the  declaration,  that  you  are  willing  to  defend 
them,  when  you  will  not  move  a  finger  in  their 
cause?  But  the  distinction  between  native  and 
naturalized  is  without  truth  or  reason.  It  con- 
stitutes no  part  of  the  controversy  between  the 
two  countries.  We  contended  for  the  defence 
of  American  seamen  generally;  the  enemy  has 
not  distinguished  between  the  one  or  the  other 
class.  He  insists  on  continuing  a  custom  which 
makes  both  equally  liable  to  his  oppression.  We 
will  not,  we  cannot,  hear  of  a  distinction,  until 
some  security  is  afforded  against  the  abuse  of 
which  we  complain.  Until  then,  I  can  consider 
it  only  as  an  equivocation,  which  acknowledges 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  protect,  but  evades 
the  discharge  of  it.  We  are  told  that  our  sea- 
men ask  no  protection,  and  that  it  is  strange  that 
those  who  are  most  remote  and  least  interested 
should  discover  the  greatest  anxiety  for  them.  As 
lO  the  first  part  of  this  argument,  I  deny  its  truth. 
The  sailors  have  claimed  our  protection.     They 
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US'e  impo^uned  aod  iDVoked  their  couotry  for 
it  {We  hafe  had  (heir  application  for  protection 
liji»5  before  This  House  in  the  form  of  a  document, 
f;  forms  a  iarge  volume.  Consideriog  the  cold 
i^i^flTerenco  with  which  we  have  heard  their 
j^.'^yer,  I  winder  that  they  have  not,  long  since. 
C^i^ed  to  ct.-iQsider  us  as  their  guardians.  But  we 
vrh^)  stand  jbrth  m  discharge  this  sacred  duty, 
««  chargeii  with  being  back-woodsmen,  men 
\^fi)  never  \^w  a  ship  until  convened  here  in  our 
I^^lative  .j?apacily.  Admit  the  fact,  and  what 
li^li?  Su(^  generous  sympathy  for  those  who 
6Qt||d  connwted  with  us  only  by  the  ties  of  citi- 
2/^hip,  dois  honor  to  our  country.  I  hope  it  is 
n;St;  strange'  It  is  usual.  Our  history  abounds 
Vfi^i  raanyj instances  of  this  sympathy  of  the 
w3i|le.  witL.any  part.  When  it  ceases  to  be  nat- 
irta  ,  we  wiii  cease  to  be  one  nation.  It  consti- 
tyt^jti  our  real  unioQ— the  rest  is  form.  The  won- 
der is,  in  fa«*t,  on  the  other  side.  Since  it  cannot 
Li(  denied,  t^at  American  citizens  are  held  in  for- 
eijo  bondagV'.  how  strange  that  those  who  boast 
o{  l)eing  neighbors  and  relations,  should  be  dead 
t^.-^U  symp;thy,  or  should  not  have  the  manly 
s^'iyt  to  raa>.e  a  generous  effort  for  their  relief! 


«1f  . 

Injure  was  a  time  when  our  opponents,  to  their 
biiilor,  were  not  so  fold  on  this  subject.  The  ven- 
errtfle  geniteman  from  Massachusetts,  and  ano- 
tlW  gentle,*ian.  high  in  the  ranks  of  his  party, 
Ifjriierly  felt  and  ipoke  as  we  now  do  on  it- 


offer  to  make  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  not  to  employ 
a  single  British  sailor.  The  provisions  of  the 
bill  are  ample;  and  we  are  willing  to  give  her 
every  reasonable  security  on  this  point.  When 
the  assertion  is  then  made,  in  the  face  of  this  law 
and  disposition  to  exclude  her  seamen,  that  the 
practice  of  impressing  on  board  of  our  vessels  is 
necessary  to  her  existence,  it  must  be  meant,  if 
anything  is.  in  relation  to  American  sailors.  If 
so,  before  we  surrender  our  rights  and  duty  to  the 
disposition  of  a  foreign  Power,  1  ihink  it  would 
be  prudent  to  establish  two  points  connected  with 
this  subject.  In  the  first  place,  it  ought  to  be 
clearly  proved  to  be  necessary  to  the  existence  of 
England.  I,  for  one,  will  not  agree  (o  yield  our 
independence  oa  mere  assertion,  however  re- 
spectable the  authority  may  be  by  which  it  is 
made.  In  the  next  place,  it  ought  to  be  proved 
to  be  our  duty  to  submit.  The  sense  of  moral 
obligation  is  peculiarly  strong  in  the  bosoms  of 
the  American  people.  However  great  the  sacri- 
fice, if  our  opponents  can  establish  it  to  be  their 
dutv,  I  dare  pledge  myself  they  will  make  it. 
Till  both  are  satisfactorily  proved,  it  would  be 
highly  unreasonable  for  them  to  demand  of  this 
country  an  acquiescence  in  a  practice  so  ruinous. 
Our  existence  is  at  stake  no  less  than  hers;  or. 
rather,  the  danger  to  her  is  imaginary,  to  us.  real 
and  certain.     An  undevmiinf  attachment  to  its 

VirlAr^.i u'''~'k""  "^  — "  ""  ""  "—    duty  IS  the  blood  and  life  of  a  free  State.     Ha- 

lj^4Amer.cj.n.^  How  unhappy  the  change!  how  ,  bitual  departure  from  it  must,  sooner  or  later  be 
ti^Y^ountajle  !  Unless  indeed,  by  the  poison-  j  fatal.  It  infuses  a  poison  into  the  system  which 
ot^*effectscri  the  spirit  ol  systematic  opposition  ;  will  corrupt  and  destroy.  Take  this  verv  case 
^ jirit  whivh,  I  lately  observed  on  another  occa-  ,  It  is  our  duty,  most  sacredly  our  duty,  to  protect" 
si)^,  clings  .nore  strongly  to  the  cause  of  a  party,  |  the  life  and  lioerty  of  our  citizens  against  foreign 
t^a*   hat  o  .  the  country.  !  oppression.     Instead  of  doing  our  duty,  we  have 

aiitgreat.  frauds    say  our  opponents,  are  com-  i  for  many  years,  quietly  beheld   them  forced  into 
mnijed  in  tf.e  certificates  of  protection.     I  will    a  hateful  foreign  service.     What  has  been  the 

reason  of  this  conduct  of  ours  ?  The  want  of 
power?  No;  a  vigorous  and  decisive  effort  in 
the  very  first  instance,  before  the  enemy  had 
learned  to  be  arrogant  by  our  submission,  would 
have  strangled  it  in  its  birth.  We  yielded  be- 
cause we  wished  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace, 
its  ease,  its  comforts,  above  all,  its  means  of  ma- 
king money.  The  practical  language  of  the  Gor- 
eroracnt  to  the  people  was,  it  is  belter  to  be  rich 
than  to  be  virtuous.  Can  we,  then,  wonder  at 
the  alarming  growth  of  avarice?  It  is  to  be 
traced  back  to  the  original  sin  of  our  Govern- 
ment, The  first  American  citizen  impressed, 
and  not  immediately  liberated,  was  good  cause, 
in  my  opinion,  imperious  cause  of  war.     No  cal- 


ccajspend  much  linae  on  this  frivolous  argument. 
\'^ljat  righr  has  England  to  complain  of  the 
f>ji3Js,  if  tl^ey  really  do  exist?  Whether  they 
(Ijf  it  not,  I  *Jo  cot  think  worth  the  inquiry.  The 
ajjg^ment.  t;ken  at  the  best,  can  have  no  weight. 
e^ci'pt  witbj  those  who  think  that  the  freeborn 
ciijens  of  i»iis  country,  under  our  fiag,  are  to  be 
j^fected.  lAe  a  slave,  by  a  pass  in  his  pocket. 
IJj Sri ve  weight  to  it,  we  must  forget  our  rights 
a|c$duties  aj  an  independent  nation.  The  framers 
c«tiie  law,  i;nder  which  the  protections  are  taken 
o^t>did  nofintend  that  they  should  protect  while 
R^t^gatiog  ^he  ocean.  The  object  was  to  iden- 
tity Jhe  seai.ien  as  Americans  in  the  ports  of  for- 
ei^ij  countries;  and   this  construction  has  been 


„r,:„  ,„  ;,  .       '      A  .""•• —   •'""   "'■^"    •"  '"J  upiuiuu,  imperious  cause  01  war.     INocal- 

^^1   .u     D  ''  *"!'  Government  in  its  negotiation  I  culation  of  gam  should  have  prevented  it      To 
wn\  the  British.     In   this  view,  the  law  is  not  !  do  our  duly  is  more  important  fhan  to  be  rich 


ui4or.h,  cf  .he  w,sdo„.  and   ,odepe-n.e„ce"of  i  "  BT^rTi'.a..  ^/iT  „7     ""u'Sj  :>:rwiU 

Ol4ru:0Untrv-:    hut   /  ran   urarrp  ir  «.«n/.a;«^«   „-„„,        .„_.    .„   .i._    r^J      ■    .  »»iia    auujci,i,  i    win 


o^rj/:ountry;-,  but  I  can  scarcely  conceive  a  great- 
ei<DBiional  4egrada'.ion  than  the  policy  of  afford- 
i'j&,.P^o'^ci4)n  to  our  seamen  on  the  high  seas 
afife'under  oljr  flag,  by  a  pass. 

'lin  the  subject  of  impressment  one  argument 
ojlj  remains  to  be  replied  to.  The  practice  of 
t^ygseamjrn  in  our  vessels  is  necessary,  say  our 
ojipVnenls.  ty  the  existence  of  England.  I  would 
b*  |appy  to  know  the  reason  why  it  is  necessary. 
Vf^  nave  p'^dged  ourselves  by  a  law.  which  we 

*i    1 


present  to  the  Committee  what  I  consider  as  a 
confession  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the 
correctness  of  our  policy.  I  allude  to  the  habit- 
ual and  obvious  misstatement  which  our  oppo- 
nents make  on  this  subject.  They  say  that  we 
continue  the  war  to  compel  Great  Britain  to  re- 
nounce the  right  of  impressing  her  own  subjects. 
They  must  know  that  this  is  not  the  fact,  and 
that  It  IS  calculated  to  mislead  the  opinion  of  the 
people.     Why  not  state  It  as  It  really  is?     Why 
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not  say.  what  they  know  to  be  true,  that  the  war 
is  continued  to  protect  from  impressment  Araeri- 1 
can  sailors?  Is  it  not  a  fear  of  the  public  semi-  ! 
ment  ?  Is  it  not  a  strong  acknowledgment  that 
the  principle  we  contend  for,  if  understood,  would 
meet  with  kind  and  congenial  feelings  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  American  people  ?  When  the  head  is 
right,  there  is,  among  a  free  people,  but  little 
danger  of  the  heart.  When  they  are  agreed  in 
facts  and  inferences,  they  will  never  disagree  in 
sentiment. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  next  cause 
of  the  war,  the  injuries  done  by  Great  Britain  to 
our  commerce.     It  is  not   my  intention  to  speak 
of  them  in  the  detail,  or  to  consider  them  as  par- 
ticular  acts   injurious   to  our   trading   interest. 
This  view  has  been  often  presented,  and  is  well 
understood.     I  propose  to  ascend   to  their  origin, 
and   to   point  out   the  spirit   and    principles  of 
the  Government  from  which  they   have   flown. 
This  view  has  not  yet  been  taken,  though  it  is  of 
the  most  interesting  nature.     The  detail  of  Brit- 
ish injustice  may  rouse  our  indignation,  but  it  is 
only  by  reflecting  on  the  principles  and  character 
of  her  Government  that  we  can  justly  appreci- 
ate the  extent  of  our  danger,  and   the  measures 
best  calculated  to  counteract  it.     Even  the  repeal 
of  her  Orders   in   Council,  and   the  consequent  j 
suspension  of  commercial   injuries,  do   not  strip 
this   view  of  the  subject   of  any  of  its   interest. 
For  it  ought  ever  to  be  remembered  that  the  or- 
ders rescinding  the  celebrated  orders  of  1807  and 
1809,  expressly  retain  their  principle.    They,  then, 
only  slumber  ;  and,  as  sure  as  we  exist,  her  tem- 
per and  policy  will  rouse  them  into  action  on  the 
first  suitable  occasion,  unless  prevented   by  the 
firm  and  spirited  conduct  of  this  and  other  na- 
tions interested  in  a  free  trade.     The  commercial 
policy  of  Great  Britain,  which  has  vexed  and  an- 
nihilated the  commerce  of  every  other  nation,  be- 
gan distinctly  to  develop  itself  in  the  year  1756, 
from  which  time  to  the  present,  I  assert,  without 
the  fear  of  contradiction,  she  has  habitually  strug- 
gled to  enlarge  what  she  terms  her  maritime  and 
belligerent  rights  on  the  ocean,  at  the  expense  of 
neutrals.     The  assertion  is  predicated  on  histori- 
cal facts,  which  the  general  information  of  most 
of  the  members  of  this  Committee  will  enable 
them  to  decide  for  themselves.     I  have  neither 
the  inclination  nor  the  time  to  recite  and  exam- 
ine the  whole  series  in  connexion.     I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  taking  a  brief  notice  of  some 
of  the  most  leading  and  characteristic  facts.     At 
their  head,  in   point  of  time,  is  the  order  which 
takes  its  name  from  the  year  already  mentioned, 
and  which  distinctly  marks  the  commencement 
of  this  policy.     The  character  of  this  celebrated 
rule  or  order  is  so  well  known  as  to  need  no  com- 
ment.    In  the  war  of  our  Revolution  she  still 
farther  enlarged   her    maritime  and    belligerent 
policy,   particularly   in   the   shape  of  blockades, 
since  so  tnorraously  extended.     This,  and   other 
encroachments  at  that  time,  produced  that  asso- 
ciation of  nations  called   the  Armed  Neutrality. 
The  object  of  it  was  to  check  farther  encroach- 
ments, and  to  remedy  those  that  already  existed. 


It  was  acceded  to  by  almost  every  nation  in  Eu- 
rope. On  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, she,  in  pursuit  of  the  same  policy,  made 
farther  encroachments.  One  of  the  most  consid- 
erable, and  which  was  severely  felt  by  this  coun- 
try, was  an  enlargement  of  articles  contraband  of 
war.  so  as  to  extend  them  to  the  numerous  and 
important  articles  of  breadstuffs.  This  wa^  during 
Washington's  Administration,  and  was  the  prin- 
cipal one  of  that  period  of  our  history.  Prepa- 
rations were  then  made  to  appeal  to  arms  for  the 
redress  of  so  serious  an  injury,  but  was  prevented 
by  England's  agreeing  to  make  compensation  for 
the  injuries  which  we  had  sustained.  With  such 
spirit  did  our  Government  then  act,  although  the 
injury  then  sustained  dwindles  in*to  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  present;  and  with  so  little  accuracy 
has  a  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosven- 
or)  spoken,  who  not  only  magnified  the  aggres- 
sions of  that  period  over  the  present,  but  stated 
that  Washington  was  unwilling  to  resort  to  arms 
for  redress.  In  the  present  war  with  France,  her 
maritime  and  commercial  policy  has  hastened  to 
its  perfection.  In  the  year  1805  it  assumed  an 
aspect  most  threatening  to  our  commerce.  It  fell 
on  our  carrying  trade,  at  that  time  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition.  Let  it  be  remarked — let 
it  be  laid  up  in  our  memory — that  the  old  rule  of 
'56,  the  parent  of  all  these  aggressions,  was,  after 
many  years,  revived,  and  made  the  apology  for 
our  wrongs.  Just  so  may  we  expect  the  revoked 
orders  to  revive.  Blockades  and  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil followed  the  destruction  of  our  carrying  trade. 
They  are  loo  recent,  and  too  severely  felt,  to  need 
a  particular  recital.  Negotiation  was  tried — ne- 
gotiation failed  ;  and  the  injuries  continuing,  have 
ended  in  the  present  relation  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  English  maritime  and  belligerent  policy 
is  not  only  such  as  I  have  proved  it  to  be,  but  it 
is  a  policy  peculiar  to  her,  and  is  in  opposition  to 
the  interest  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  is  the  in- 
terest and  wish  of  all  other  civilized  nations  to 
ameliorate,  or,  if  the  expression  is  justifiable,  to 
humanize  the  belligerent  rights  on  the  ocean. 
Eiigland  stands  alone.  To  establish  this  position 
it  would  be  necessary  to  consider  a  little  more  in 
detail  the  series  of  facts  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded  ;  but,  as  I  am  fearful  of  being  tedious,  I 
must  check  my  inclination  and  confine  myself  to 
a  few  observations  only.  A  signal  proof  of  the 
peculiar  policy  of  Eingland  may  be  found  in  the 
history  of  the  armed  neutrality,  which  had  for  its 
object,  as  already  observed,  the  restriction  of  some 
of  those  pretended  belligerent  rights.  Russia, 
Sweden.  Denmark,  Portugal,  Spain,  and  even 
France,  though  then  a  belligerent  Power,  acceded 
to  it,  it  may  however  be  said,  that  France,  too, 
has  often  committed  injuries  on  neutral  trade. 
The  fact  is  admitted.  But  without  wishing  to 
apologize  for  her,  I  conceive  there  has  been  a 
1  marked  distinction  (arising  out  of  her  situation) 
[  between  her  conduct  and  England,  The  latter 
has  steadily  pursued  a  policy  hostile  to  neutral 
commerce  on  established  principles  ;  the  former 
has  been  irregular  in  her  hostilities,  indicating 
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nfore  of  fiission  than  system.  Besides,  she  has 
ajgrtrays  expressed  a  regret  for  her  injuries;  and 
.Tispresentt^  ihenv.  however  unjustifiable,  as  in- 
^t»|Dded  to  ;:ounteract  those  of  England. 
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it  will  be  asked  how  can  yoa  counteract  it?    I 
answer,  by  the  measures  now  pursued  ;  bv  force 
by  war :  not  by  remonstrance,  not  by  negotiation  • 

-V  ;  =, and  still  less  by  leaving  it  to  itself.     The  nature* 

J  ill  remains  now  to  prove  what  is  the  tendency  of  its  growth  indicates  Its  remedy.  It  or.gmated 
,^|lhelir.tish  maritime  and  commercial  policy;!  in  power,  has  grown  just  in  proportion  as  od- 
>*dwherei  if  not  counteracted,  it  will  consummate  I  posing  power  has  been  removed,  and  can  only  be 
^T  ""fason  and  the  general  convenience  of  restrained  by  power.  Nations  are  for  the  rnost 
.nations  h^ive  lor  centuries  established  certain  !  part  not  restrained  by  moral  principles,  but  by 
•jOiges,  by^hich  belligerent  Powers  are  in  many  fear.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  that  they  have  heads 
ji^^tances  ^estrain^d  from  doing  all  the  injury  in  |  but  not  hearts.  They  see  their  own  interest  but 
ihrir  powfr  to  each  other  from  a  regard  to  the  do  not  sympathize  for  the  wrongs  of  others.  Such 
lOferest  of  ;others.  These  usages  constitute  the  |  is  the  fact  in  relation  to  England.  When  neutrals 
riJhts  of  ijeutrals  which  are  lor  the  most  part  i  are  numerous  and  powerful,  their  rights  are  in 
win  definjd  by  tl,e  many  writers  on  the  laws  of,  some  degree  respected  ;  when  few  and  incons.d- 
,i*ions.     r.nder  the  cover  of  what  she  calls  her    erable.  despised.     This  last  has  been  the  unfor- 


^fiigerent^and  maritime  rights,  the  object  and 
jejdency  oj|the  Btitish  policy  is  to  throw  all  those 
the  ccean.     It  is  in  fact  to  undo  a 


ie^traints  (Jn  tl 
*h|t  has  b<Jen 


tunate  state   of  the   world   for  the   last   twenty 
years.     That  counteracting  influence,  that  repul- 

2j,fr  Koc  Ki»„       ...      ...  ;----,  sive  power  by  which  she  was  bound  to  her  proper 

^Jt  has  Wen  gained  to  civilization  on  that  ele-  orb,  has  been  almost  wholly  removed.  This 
iUnt,  andyo  return  to  the  lawless  state  of  barba-  country  alone  was  left  to  support  the  rights  which 
roisages.  ,  It  IS  t^e  interest  of  every  other  Power     belong  to  neutrals.     Perilous  was  the  cond^rion. 


eyestrain  her  within  the  limits  of  the  ancient 
^/riers  ;  for  if  thi?y  are  once  transcended,  there 
^(i  no  limuis  but  what  her  power  or  interest  may 
-^ciate.  INjeutral  commerce,  as  such,  will  be  an- 
vf;ifilated.   :She  will  judge  according  to  her  plea- 


and  arduous  the  task.  We  were  not  intimidated'. 
We  stood  opposed  to  her  usurpation  ;  and  by  our 
spirit  and  ellorts  have  done  all  in  our  power  to 
save  the  last  vestiges  of  neutral  rights.  Yes  ;  our 
embargoes,  non-intercourse,  non-iraportation,  and 


,^  „.  „,  t      L       c  ■'   1  •    7 o  .X.  ..-.  ,-.^«      \'""»'S"c^,  "«Ju-iuiercourse,  non-iraportation.  and 

^t  ff  "l,^^";^^'^'*'  ^.V  her  enemy,  and  what  ;  finally  war,  were  all  manly  exertions  to  preserve 
%to7{  '  V""  '*'tr.7'''  ^^P^^^'^' 'h«  f-™"  ,  ^'^e  r-ghts  of  this  and  all  o\her  nationsVrom  he 
ityii  ^^-^  ^'11  .l»^e  evil  stop  here.  The  deadly  grasp  of  the  British  maritime  policy. 
Wf  es  of  nower  are  incessantly  washing  away  |  But,  say  our  opponents,  these  efforts  are  lost- 
Bhc,mound.s  that  restrain  them.  The  transition  |  and  our  condition  hopeless.  If  50  it  only  re- 
1^  |asy  froip  this  boundless  extension  of  her  bel- 1  mains  for  us  to  assume  \he  habit  of  our  condition 
liglrent  policy,  to  a  system  ol  universal  mononolv.    Wemimt  ^iihmit_»,.,rT,KU  ...k.^;, j 


iiglrent  policy,  to  a  system  of  universal  monopoly, 
iji  leace  as|well  as  war ;  a  system  which  considers 
th»|  ocean  qs  her  peculiar  domain.  I  omitted,  in 
iis-proper  jplace,   an  argument   which   strongly 


We  must  submit— humbly  submit— crave  pardon 
and  hug  our  chains.     It  is  not  wise  to  provoke 
where  we  cannot  resist.     But  let  us  be  well  as- 
sured of  the  hopeless  nature  of  our  condition  be- 


per  jpla 

illftrates  (ffiis  parr  of  the"subject ;  I  alludetoThe  j  fo're  Ve  sink  "imo'srbmTssion"   On  wCT  o^'ur 

gr^t  changes  made  in  the  British  Court  of  Ad-  |  opponents  rest  this  despondent  and  slavish  belief  ? 

i|»i<alty.    formerly  it  held  jurisdiction,  like  all  i  On  the  lecent  events  m  Europe?     I  admit  thev 

pT*nf'"!r  '°,°'*''/  countries,   under  the  I  are  great  ;  and  well  calculated  to  impose  on  the 

jv|s  of  nations   only.     It   was   the   creature   of    imagination.     Our  enemy  never  presented  a  more 

jc  .e  laws,^aod  intended  only  to  carry  their  rules     imposing  exterior.     His  fortune  is  at  the  flood 

jt|  execut,or).     They  were,  of  course,  not  under    But  I  am  admonished,  by  universal  experience 

h^municti^al  laws  of  the  country  where  they    that  such  prosperity  is  the  most  fickle  of  hur^an 

h^ioened  ii>  be  located.  «s  f.r  ,.  ..   ..„..!..  ..„    condition.     Frim  the  flood  the  tide  dates  its  ebb" 

from  the  meridian  the  sun  commences  his  decline' 


.^■v..  .uutiivi^'oi  lans  ui  luc  tuuuiry  woere  iney 
Irtilpened  l,')  be  located,  as  far  as  it  regarded  the 
rfilis  of  thjir  decision.  Thus  constituted,  they 
\f  e je  one  of  the  principal  ornaments  of  the  civili- 
zjtlpn  of  r^.odern  times.  The  whole  of  this  is 
ia>^^  revers(sd.     The  Courts  of  Admiralty  receive 


Idere  is  more  of  sound  philosophy  than  fiction 
in  the  fickleness  which  poets  attribute  to  fortune. 
Prosperity  has  its  weakness ;  adversity  its  strength.* 

;   I  c^tr      '  ■ r^T "." —  ""^-.lii,  ,  In  many  respects  our  enemy  has  lost  hv  thn«!P 

rL^r  °  1^^'"^'%'^^:.  The  only  difference  is.  very  changes  which  seem  to^e  so  muchU  h  s 
t|a  the  statutes  of  Parliament  form  the  rules  of  favor.  He  can  now  no  more  claim  To  be  sUuT- 
iIp  "r  '°  i^'°  H  '  ""'^  »^>^  O^'^"^','^  Council  to  glin^  for  existence  ;  no  more  0  b^  fighUngX 
tje  other.  It  is  thus  that  England  legislates  for  baitfes  of  the  world,  and  in  defence  ofthe  liber- 
ifte  ocean,  ,ind  consequently  lor  the  world,  on  ties  of  mankind.  The  magic  cry  of  F  ench  in 
t^ajgreat  i.^ghway-and  has  her  proper  tribunal,    fluence  is  lost.     Hence  wer!  drawn  tho^mouL" 


witi  comn^nsurate  jurisdiction,  to  carry  into 
efe  t  her  la.vvs.  But  why  should  I  consume  time 
\\  r  -ove  hec  mariti.ne  policy  ?  Who  is  there  so 
siij{  id  as  noi  to  see  und  feel  its  effect  ?  You  can- 
nitflook  to«(rards  her  shores  and  not  behold  it. 
rf>%  may  st'e  it  in  her  Parliament,  her  prints,  her 
t|eijires,  aril  in  her  very  songs.  It  is  scarcely 
o&imsed.  \\  is  her  pride  and  boast.  The  nature 
oilier  polici"  is  then  manifest  and  admitted  ;  but 


which  stimulated  her  efforts  almost  to  a  morbid 
action;  which  united  the  Continent  to  her  cause 
and  in  sorpe  degree  damped  the  ardor  of  her  rival 
in  power.  In  this  very  Hall  we  are  not  strangers 
to  their  magic  influence.  Here,  even  here,''the 
cry  of  French  influence,  that  baseless  fiction,  that 

phantom  offaction,  now  banished,  often  resounded. 
I  rejoice  that  the  spell  is  broken  by  which  it  was 
attempted   to   bind   the   generous  spirit  of  this 
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country.  The  minority  can  no  longer  act  under 
cover;  but  will  be  obliged  to  defend  their  oppo- 
sition on  its  intrinsic  merit. 

It  is  not  in  this  respect  only,  that  our  enemy 
has  lost  by  the  late  events.  The  tremendous  and 
exhausting  conflicts  of  this  and  the  preceding 
campaign,  seem  at  last  to  dispose  the  Continen- 
tal Powers  to  peace.  If  they  have  a  just  concep- 
tion of  their  true  interest,  and  are  not  prevented 
by  British  gold  and  intrigue,  a  Continental  peace 
will  ensue.  There  certainly  is  much  alarm  in 
England  on  the  probability  of  such  an  event. 
Should  it  fortunately  be  the  case — should  the  al- 
lies prove  content  with  their  fortune,  and  France 
submit  to  her  present  limits,  all  Europe  must 
speedily  combine  against  the  British  maritime 
policy.  The  great  Power  on  land  being  crushed, 
to  use  the  language  of  our  opponents,  but  more 
properly  being  forced  within  proper  limits,  the 
great  monopolist  on  the  ocean  will,  I  trust,  be  the 
next  object  of  fear  and  resistance.  The  principle 
of  the  armed  neutrality  is  not  and  cannot  be  for- 
gotten. It  exists  essentially  in  the  policy  of  mod- 
ern Europe.  Ever  since  the  discovery  of  the  pas- 
sage round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  this 
continent  on  which  we  have  the  proud  pre-emi- 
nence of  being  the  first  great  civilized  Power,  a 
great  change  has  gradually  been  working  in  Eu- 
rope. For  two  centuries  the  character  of  that 
part  of  the  world  has  been  eminently  trading  and 
commercial.  The  habits  of  every  part  is  formed 
on  that  state  of  things.  There  lives  scarcely  a 
human  being,  from  the  ice  and  snows  of  Siberia 
to  the  sunny  plains  of  Italy,  who  has  not  some 
habit,  the  gratification  of  which  depends  on  com- 
merce. Hence  it  has  become  an  object  of  pri- 
mary policy.  All  of  the  wars  in  Europe,  for 
many  years,  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been 
more  or  less  connected  with  it.  The  policy  of 
every  Court  has  been  to  obtain  commercial  sun- 
plies  on  the  best  terms,  and  as  much  as  possible 
through  the  agency  of  their  own  subjects.  With 
such  habits  and  policy,  it  is  impossible  that  they 
can  behold  with  indifference  the  monopoly  of 
Great  Britain.  They  will  not  quietly  suffer  the 
common  highway  of  nations,  intended  by  a  kind 
Providence  for  the  common  intercourse  and  bene- 
fit of  all,  to  be  converted  into  a  domain  of  her 
Crown.  No;  the  ocean  cannot  become  property. 
Like  light  and  air,  it  is  insusceptible  of  the  idea 
of  property  :  Heaven  has  given  it  to  man  in  such 
abundance  and  perfection,  that  no  art  or  indus- 
try of  his  is  needed  to  increase  its  quantity  or  im- 
prove its  quality.  All  Empires  attempted  to  be 
raised  on  it  must  partake  of  the  fickleness  of  its 
waves.  A  policy  so  injurious  to  the  common  in- 
terest of  mankind,  must  sooner  or  later  unite  the 
world  against  her.  For  many  yej'.rs,  her  encroach- 
ments, under  the  dread  of  France,  have  advanced 
without  exciting  much  jealousy.  The  attention 
of  all  the  nations  of  Europe  was  exclusively  di- 
rected to  the  maintenance  of  their  existence, 
menaced  by  the  power  of  France.  To  preserve 
life  is  more  important  than  to  acquire  comfort;  so, 
to  resist  that  Power  was  more  imperious  than  to 
oppose  England.     Liberated  now  from  fear,  they 


will  soon  have  leisure  to  attend  to  their  interest. 
The  difference  between  our  policy  and  that  of 
other  nations  in  this  respect,  is  only  in  app)ear- 
ance,  and  not  reality.  Each  acted  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  the  circumstances  under  which  it  found 
itself.  Attachment  to  France,  as  proclaimed  by 
British  partisans,  formed  no  part  of  our  policy. 
We  were  safe  from  the  danger  with  which  her 
power  menaced  other  nations.  A  broad  ocean 
was  our  immediate  security.  We  resisted  that 
Power  which  then  and  now  presses  on  us,  and 
which  will  soon  cause  itself  to  be  felt  and  resisted 
by  all.  Should  the  course  of  events  be  such  as  I 
have  described,  then  will  the  wisdom  and  spirit 
of  our  country  be  universally  applauded.  Our 
situation  was  trying  and  responsible.  We  alone 
had  to  sustain  all  the  rights  and  duties  attached 
to  the  neutral  character.  We  were  not  intimi- 
dated by  its  difficulties.  We  dared,  single-handed 
as  we  were,  to  make  a  stand  against  the  favorite 
and  obstinate  policy  of  our  enemy.  The  present 
and  temporary  interest  of  commerce  was  nobly 
surrendered  for  its  permanent  advantages.  The 
example  can  scarely  fail  to  produce  its  effect; 
but  if  unfortunately  we  should  be  left  alone  to 
maintain  the  contest;  and  if,  in  consequence, 
which  may  God  forbid,  necessity  should  compel 
us  to  yield  for  the  present,  yet  our  generous  efforts 
will  not  be  in  vain.  A  mode  of  thinking  and  a 
tone  of  sentiment  are  excited,  that  must  stimulate 
to  future  and  more  successful  struggles.  What 
we  cannot  effect  with  eight  millions  of  people 
will  be  done  with  twenty.  The  great  cause  will 
not  be  yielded :  No;  never!  never!  We  cannot 
renounce  our  right  to  the  ocean  which  Providence 
has  spread  before  our  doors;  nor  will  we  ever 
hold  that  which  is  the  immediate  gift  of  Heaven 
under  the  license  of  any  nation.  We  have  al- 
ready had  success  worthy  of  our  cause.  The 
future  is  audibly  pronounced  by  the  splendid  vic- 
tories over  the  Guerriere,  Java,  and  Macedonian. 
We.  and  all  nations,  are  in  them  taught  a  lesson 
never  to  be  forgot.  Opinion  is  power.  The 
charm  of  British  naval  invincibility  is  broken. 

In  this,  the  only  just  view  of  our  contest,  how 
pitiful  appear  the  objections  of  our  opponents ! 
Some  pecuniary  difficulties  in  .Massachusetts  and 
in  other  places.  And  must  we  for  them  renounce 
our  lasting  prosperity  and  greatness?  Have  we 
no  fortitude:  no  self-command?  Must  we,  like 
children,  yield  to  the  impulse  of  present  pleasure, 
however  fatal  ?  If  the  maritime  parts  of  Massa- 
chusetts suffer,  let  them  remember  that  if  the  war 
should  be  successful,  if  our  future  commerce  and 
navigation  should  be  secure,  they  will  partake 
most  largely  in  the  advantages,  common  and 
great  indeed  to  all,  but  peculiarly  so  to  them. 

Suppose  that  our  opponents,  who  object  to 
everything,  had  been  at  the  helm  of  Government ; 
and  that  an  opposite  line  of  policy  had  been  pur- 
sued. No  embargoes,  no  non-intercourses,  no 
non-importations,  no  war.  and,  in  fact,  no  resist- 
ance to  the  injuries  and  aggressions  of  Great 
Britain.  Who  can  be  ignorant  of  what  would 
have  been  the  consequence?  They  would  have 
multiplied  in  number  and  degree  till  our  com- 
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Mierce  w^uld  be  annihilated.  Unresisted,  they 
^«  ould  cuhstilute  future  principles,  and  our  ac- 
f\  liescenive  be  construed  into  an  acknowledgment 
\o  their  uutl).  Then  would  we  have  felt  what 
^tl  e  experience  of  all  ages  has  taught ;  that  it  is 
pi  are  easy  to  maintain  than  to  wrest  back  usurped 
^1  jhts — wrongs  S4jbmitted  to,  produce  contrary 
VJecis  in  ihe  oppressor  and  oppressed,  Oppres- 
iii  »n  stren.-lhens  and  prepares  for  new  oppression. 
tT  je  first  ttrrong.  {jy  the  universal  law  of  our  na- 
iiire.  is  mCst  easily  resisted.  It  excites  the  great- 
\^  degren  of  union  and  indignation.     Let  that 
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declared,  it  would  be  defensire,  however  it  might 
be  carried  on  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  origin- 
ated in  ambition, or  any  improper  motive,it  would 
be  offensive.  This  distinction  is  not  supported 
by  reason,  but  by  the  declamation  of  our  oppo- 
nents. They  have  for  almost  two  years  been  in 
the  habit  of  denouncing  offensive  war.  They 
then  acknowledged  that  such  a  war  is  wicked,  and 
how  can  it  bear  that  character  but  by  its  cause? 
It  seems,  now,  that  they  have  changed  their 
grounds.  We  hear  no  more  of  the  wickedness 
of  offensive  war :  but,  what  is  most  strange,  all 


y»ff  subraiwed  to;  let  the  consequent  debasement  !  their  efforts  are  made  to  prove  that  it  may  be  aa 
♦t*d  losi  cj"  national  honor  be  felt,  and  nothing  innocent  and  virtuous  thing.  That  nation,  say 
iji|t  the  gr;ading  hand  of  oppression  can  force  to  j  they,  is  engaged  in  an  offensive  war,  who  first 
f  eiistance.-  I  know  not  which  to  pronounce  most  j  assumes  a  warlike  attitude.  However  just,  how- 
Xillty  ;  thV  nation  that  inflicts  the  wrong,  or  that  j  ever  necessary  the  cause  of  assuming  it.  the  war 
%v|ich  qui?tly  submits  to  it.  In  other  respects  i  is  still  ofl'ensive.  Be  it  so.  I  care  not  for  words. 
i()i|  difference  is  marked.  The  former  may  be  j  My  answer  is  decisive.  If  my  conception  is  just, 
^a^ed,  but  is  respected,  at  least  feared  ;  while  the  that  an  offensive  war  is  to  be  tested  by  the  cause, 
piter  Is  bejlow  pit\',  and  any  other  feeling  of  the  !  I  then  pronounce  ours  not  to  be  of  that  character ; 
ii|nan  hoirt.  butsovereign   contempt.     In  sub-  '  but,  if  your  definition  is  correct,  then  an  offen- 

honor  lost ;  i  sive  war  may  be   most  just,  most  virtuous  and 

k\4k  '  9    rr,      .  --•  oppressor.  I  necessary,  and  all  of  your  declamation  against  it 

>>lhat  next  ?  The  hopes  and  fears  (those  univer- j  is  idle  and  unmeaning  rant.  I  lender  an  option, 
)f^{  instruments  of  Government)  of  the  whole  j  and  care  not  which  is  taken.  Those  who  defend 
ttjrcanliltvpartsof  this  country,  and  all  connected  j  a   bad  cause  act   imprudently  in   descending  to 


;|)|ision  th'n  there  is  no  remedy  ;  our  h 
i^Mi  commjTce  under  the  control  of  our 


;rests.  \^ould  bo  turned  towards  Great  Britain  ; 
the  pocer  of  legislation  over  our  commerce 
*ir<{uld  be  virtually  transferred  from  the  Araeri- 
4#!5  CoDgr»;ss  to  the  King  in  Council.  Need  I 
^•e  the  tjonsequence?  The  beams  of  mid-day 
^1  are  scarcely  more  clear.  The  very  contempt 
«ri|ich  suc^i  baseness  would  excite,  justly  excite, 
^our  en*y;ny,  wcaild  insure  our  slavery.  It  is 
ijpossible^to  allow  any  right,  much  less  inde- 
^'■dence,  'o  that  which  creeps  and  licks  the  dust. 
|>Lth  is  tlije  conduion  of  our  nature.  We  must 
Jl pi^e  the  s{»irit  to  r-^sist  wrongs  or  be  slaves.  Such 
^Jtire  the  ajUernatives  presented  to  our  country; 
^P>i4such  wi)uld  hare  been  the  result  of  the  opposite 


particulars.  Our  opponents  by  doing  so  in  this 
case  have  furnished  the  best  reply  to  their  owq 
arguments. 

On  expatriation  and  retaliation,  I  will  say  no- 
thing. The  hour  is  late  and  1  feel  myself  some- 
what exhausted.  I  pass  it  the  more  cheerfully, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Robert- 
son) and  my  colleague  have  replied  freely  to  the 
objection  on  those  subjects. 

Before  I  proceed  farther,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  restate  the  propositions  with  which  I  com- 
menced, so  that  the  entire  chain  of  the  argument, 
both  that  which  has  already  been  advanced,  and 
what  remains 


.   .  -  ,t I  to  be,  may  be  distinctly  seen.     It 

|fOlicy,  nov  recommended  and  applauded  by  our  I  will  be  remembered,  that  I  reduced  all  the  argu- 
^ijionents*  I  have  now  delivered  all  that  I  in-  i  ments  and  objections  of  our  opponents  to  the 
iiuded  on  ihis  most  interesting  view  of  our  case.  I  passage  of  this  bill  into  two  general  propositions. 
R,  Las  an  (.-levation  and  clearness  which  render  it  j  First,  that  the  loan  cannot  be  had,  or  must  be 
ha-active  lO  ray  n;ind.  I  love  to  dwell  on  it,  be-  I  had  at  an  exorbitant  interest ;  and  in  the  next, 
li!jse  it  imparts  a  steady  and  clear  conviction  of  if  it  could  be,  still  it  ought  not  to  be  granted  be- 
y%  wisdontj  and  necessity  of  thai  course  of  mea-  |  cause  the  war  is  unjust  and  inexpedient,  I  also 
^ii-'s,  to  the  adoption  of  which  it  is  my  pride  to  '  stated  that  the  latter  position  comprehended  the 


position  corapr 
assertion  of  the  facts  of  the  injustice  and  inei- 

,      -         .  .  ..  ,    pediency  of  the  war ;  and  the  assumed  inference 

^itr  the  v,ew  already  taken.  The  descent  gives  ^  that  they  would,  if  true,  justify  the  minority 
v^^s^ock,wl.ich  I  know  the  Committee  will  partake  j  their  opposition  to,  and  rejection  of  the  war.  C 
\«'iih  him  ^ho  is  addressing  them.  If,  however, 
th<ty  will  (;f)ntinue  their  attention,  1  will  offer  a 
observations  on  a  subject  which  has  made  a 
icipal  figure  in  the  speeches  of  our  opponents, 
[allude  if)  the  character  which  they  give  to  this 
that  Jt  is  offensive  and  not  defensive.     On 


ft  in  part  contributed.     I  feel  how  little  inter- 
ng  all  (..}"  the  common  topics  of  opposition  are, 


tjiik  point,  I  spoke  fully  when  the  Army  bill  was 
>^>fer  con^.deratiox).  What  was  then  said  has 
l|^t(n  introdjiced  and  objected  to  on  this  occasion.  I 
^|«liJstated,;ihedifft^rence  between  an  offensive  and 
f^'JVnsive  vjar  consisted  in  the  motive  and  cause, 
n,  for  instance,  a  war  is  forced  on  the  nation  wag- 
*#jj  it  by  thi  oppression  of  that  against  which  it  is 


in 
rejection  ot  the  war.  On 
the  alleged  injustice  and  inexpediency  of  the  war, 
I  have  presented  my  opinion  ;  and  trust  I  have 
satisfied  the  Committee  that  its  justice  is  demon- 
strably clear  and  and  us  expediency  unquestion- 
able; or  rather  its  necessity  imperious,  if  the 
preservation  of  the  indpendence  of  the  country 
constitutes  political  necessity. 

But  is  it  justifiable  to  withhold  the  loan,  ad- 
mitting the  war  to  be.  in  the  opinion  of  our  op- 
ponents, unjust  and  inexpedient?  This  is  the 
question  now  propo.-ed  to  be  discussed.  It  con- 
tains the  practical  consequence  of  all  that  has 
been  said  in  opposition.     Few  propositions  ia- 
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Yolve  principles  so  deeply  connected  with  the 
lasting  prosperity  of  our  Republican  institutions; 
and  in  which,  consequently,  it  is  more  necessary 
to  think  correctly.  Error  here  cannot  be  indiffer- 
ent. A  false  mode  of  thinking  must  endanger  the 
existence  of  the  Republic.  I  must  then  again 
entreat  the  attentive  and  deliberate  audience  of 
the  Committee,  while  I  offer  my  opinion  and  rea- 
sons on  so  interesting  a  subject. 

In  considering  the  question,  how  far  a  war 
thought  to  be  unjust  or  improper  by  any  portion 
of  the  people,  would  warrant  their  opposition  to 
it,  after  it  is  constitutionally  declared,  I  will  set 
out  of  it  extreme  or  flagrant  injustice.  A  war 
impious  or  sacrilegious  cannot  be  governed  by 
the  general  rules  which  apply  to  ordinary  cases. 
At  least,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  consider  such 
extreme  cases,  as  none  can  impute  a  character  of 
that  kind  to  the  present. 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  this  bill  is  indispensably  necessary 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing  year;  and 
that  if  it  is  withheld,  it  must  communicate  a  fatal 
shock  to  public  credit.  In  that  event,  not  only 
the  invasion  of  Canada  would  be  prevented, 
which  some  gentlemen  state  to  be  their  object, 
but  the  whole  operations  of  the  war.  even  that 
which  is  defensive  in  the  strictest  sense,  would 
be  abandoned.  Officers  and  soldiers  will  no  more 
serve  in  our  garrison  than  Canada  without  pay. 
It  is  idle  to  talk  of  preventing  the  reduction  of 
the  enemy's  provinces  only  by  withholding  the 
loan.  Nor  can  gentlemen  be  serious.  They  have 
opposed  every  attempt  to  raise  supplies  in  what- 
ever shape  it  has  appeared.  They  appear  to  be 
bold  in  facing  bankruptcy.  But  have  they  re- 
flected on  the  disastrous  effects  of  their  efforts 
should  they  be  successful?  The  old  and  recent 
creditors  of  the  Government,  the  Army,  the 
Navy,  which  they  boast  of  cherishing;  in  a  word 
every  individual  would  feel  the  calamity,  for  pri- 
vate no  less  than  public  credit  would  partake 
of  the  shock.  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive on  what  principle  of  expediency,  policy,  or 
morality,  such  conduct  can  be  justified.  Surely 
it  is  not  an  intuitive  proposition,  that,  because  the 
war  is  simply  unjust  and  inexpedient  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  minority,  therefore  ihey  have  a  right 
to  involve  the  country  in  ruin,  and  place  it  bound 
as  a  suppliant  at  the  feet  of  an  haughty  enemy. 
They  then  ought  to  slate  some  int«lligible  and 
satisfactory  principle  on  which  iheir  conduct  may 
be  justified.  I  have  sought  with  attention,  but 
have  not  found  the  semblance  of  such  a  one.  On 
the  contrary,  all  the  analogies  of  private  life,  as 
well' as  reason,  forbid  and  condemn  the  conduct 
of  our  opponents.  Suppose  a  father  do  some  act, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  a  son,  is  not  strictly  just 
or  proper,  by  which  he  becomes  involved  in  a 
contest  with  a  stranger.  Would  the  son  be  jus- 
tified in  taking  part  against  him?  How  much 
less  ihen  can  any  party  be  in^ppo^ition  to  their 
country  in  a  war  with  another  nation,  for  it  stands 
in  the  place  of  ihe  common  parent  of  all,  and  com- 
prehends, to  use  ihe  language  of  a  member,  (Mr. 
Gaston,)  all  of  the  chanties  of  life  ? 


But  what  will  be  thought  of  the  motive  and 
conduct  of  the  minority,  when  I  state  that  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  for 
which  this  bill  is  intended,  in  jlfcrt,  to  provide, 
has  been  incurred  by  iheir  votes  as  much  as  by 
that  of  the  majority.  I  hold  in  my  hands  the 
Journal  of  the  1st  session  of  the  12th  Congress, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  was  supported,  not 
only  by  the  votes  on  this  side  of  the  House,  but  by 
a  decided  majority  on  the  other.  The  report  ended 
in  recommending  six  resolutions  to  the  adoption 
of  the  House  :  to  fill  up  the  old  establishment ;  to 
raise  10,000  additional  troops;  to  increase  the 
Navy  ;  to  provide  for  calling  out  of  the  militia; 
and  to  authorize  the  arming  of  private  vessels. 
On  the  first  of  these  there  was  a  minority  of 
eleven  voles  only — so  unanimous  was  this  House 
at  ihat  time  !  On  some  of  the  others,  it  is  true, 
it  was  more  considerable ;  but  all  met  with  the 
support  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  olher  side.  What 
ought  to  be  particularly  noted  is,  when  the  Sen- 
ale  and  this  House  disagreed  on  the  second,  to 
raise  an  additional  number  of  regular  troops,  the 
former  supporting  25,000,  and  the  latter  at  first 
10,000  men,  it  was  increased  to  the  Senate's  num- 
ber by  the  votes  of  the  minority.  The  leading 
men  on  the  side  of  the  Opposition  at  that  lime, 
among  whom  was  a  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts well  known  in  this  country,  (Mr.  Q,uincy,) 
and  another  from  New  York  ol  great  influence, 
(Mr.  E.MOTT,)  and  many  whom  I  now  behold, 
voted  for  the  report.  1  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
turn  down  the  pages  where  ihe  respective  voles 
are  recorded,  for  the  satisfaction  of  any  member 
who  may  desire  it.  With  what  countenance  can 
our  opponents  then  withhold  the  supplies  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  their  own  votes?  Will  they 
say  that  they  knew  not  the  object  of  the  report? 
Miserable  the  excuse,and  such  as  it  is, not  founded 
in  fact.  War  with  Great  Britain  was  unequivo- 
cally announced;  and  even  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada, now  so  hateful  to  them,  was  distinctly 
avowed.  Was  their  object  to  embarrass,  and 
finally  to  put  the  majority  out  of  power?  Will 
they  dare  to  make  an  avowal  so  disgraceful  to 
their  parly?  The  truth  is,  that  the  neces>ity  of 
the  war  was.  at  that  time,  almost  universally  ac- 
knowledged ;  and  as  to  its  justice,  no  one  doubted 
it.  Its  injustice  was  an  invenliou  of  a  period 
long  subsequent.  It  is  thus,  that  consistency,  do 
less  than  reason,  ought  to  check  the  minority  in 
iheir  opposition,  and  to  induce  ihem  to  unite 
wiih  us  to  carry  the  war  to  a  successful  issue. 

I  would  be  glad  to  know  what  limits  our  oppo- 
nents have  prescribed  to  their  opposition.  If  the 
supplies  may  be  withheld  because  the  war  is  un- 
just and  improper  in  their  opinion,  will  not  the 
same  reason  justify  every  species  of  resistance 
both  in  and  out  of  this  House  ?  If  the  public  faith 
solemnly  plighted — if  the  happiness  of  the  coun- 
try, are  no  checks  to  opposition,  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  laws  or  Consiiiution  should  be.  Let 
sotne  intelligible  limitation  be  prescribed.  I  see 
none — to  me  it  appears  lawless.  I  know  it  will 
be  said,  is  all  opposition  to  be  proscribed  ?  Is  none 
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\i  'tifiable  7    We  proscribe  nothing.     We  propose 

i>  law  ;  1^)   restraint  on  the  conduct  of  the  noi- 

iitjrity.     We  appeal  to  the  virtue  and  the  intelli- 

f»tice  of  she  Cocnmunity  only.  On  the  people 
liist  finaPy  fall  the  ruinous  effects  of  erroneous 
tL  dangerous  principles.  If  our  liberty  is  lost, 
ihtirs  is  tfte  cost.  Our  Constitution  supposes  a 
ti'ree  of  /ood  setise  and  virtue  in  them  adequate 
jv^elf-gov^rnraent.  If  the  fact  is  not  so.  our  sys- 
c'ti  of  Gr^vernment  is  founded  in  error.  They 
i|rAy  can  ;irrest  the  effects  of  dangerous  opposi- 

ii\a.  WJiat  ihef  permanently  condemn  will 
ijet  with^no  support  here, 
^ow  fa,  the  minority  in  a  state  of  war  may 
ufitly  opppse  the  measures  of  Government,  is  a 
lA'stion  (>f  the  greatest  delicacy.  On  the  one 
iica?,  an  h<^nest  mi»n,  if  he  believed  the  war  to  be 
ifust  or  junwise.  would  not  disavow  his  opin- 
tO^;  but,  ton  the  contrary,  an  upright  citizen 
Yi|uld  do  bo  act,  whatever  he  might  think  of  the 
Y|r,  to  pif  his  country  in  the  power  of  the  ene- 
ii^.  It  isjthis  double  aspect  of  the  subject  which 
Jqj^icates  the  course  that  reason  approbates.— 
tVjpong  ourselves  at  home  we  may  contend  ;  but 
whatever  is  requisite  to  give  the  reputation  and 
fiijl  arms  pf  the  Republic  a  superiority  over  its 
1tV"^y-  i^Jis  the  duty  of  all,  the  minority  no  less 
r^pn  the  thajority,  to  support.  Like  the  system 
4f  *our  St;ite  and  General  Governments — within 
Ciim  arelmany;  to  the  world  but  one.  So  it 
Ii*ht  10  fce  with  parties;  among  ourselves  we 
C)|y  divicfe,  but  in  relation  to  other  nations  there 
riij|jht  to  ije  only  the  American  people.  In  some 
|ayes  it  m?iy  pos>ibly  be  doubtful,  even  to  the  most 
lo|iscientipus.  how  to  act.  It  is  one  of  the  mis- 
^#iunes  oi  differing  from  the  rest  of  the  commu- 

iity  on  th*  subjec:  of  war. 
i  cannoj  refrain  from  alluding  to  an  observa- 
cm  made-by  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
aNir.  Ga3  fON.)  connected  with  this  view  of  the 
|u|ject.     Ippeaking  of  the  reduction  of  Canada, 
Jeiobservt'd,  that  his  judgment  and  feelings  were 
■t.varianci' ;  that  when  he  consulted  thelormer. 
Sej  believfid  our  efforts  would  be  unsuccessful  ; 
l^u*  when  the  latter,  his  regard  to  the  interest  of 
l^i:|  country  led  him  to  hope  for  success.     I  do 
itoj  allude- to   this  observation  to  point  out  any 
cwj^tradictiipn  between  u  and  his  opposition  to  the 
l?-i^»age  of'this  bill ;  though  I  think  it  would  be 
(Jj^cult  to^'econcile  them.     My  object  is  to  make 
t(ix  open  acknowledgment  to  hiin  for  what  I  think 
t^i^  commencement  of  a  more  correct  mode  of 
l{|i^king  im  relation  to  war.     I  thank  the  gentle- 
HiJta  for  hi",  good  wishes  ;  and  that  in  relation  to 
\^\t^  reductDn  of  Canada,  I  know  it  does  not  con- 
|^|)  an  approbation  of  the  attempted  conquest  — 
i?u|  it  comports  with  the  conduct  of  a  good  citi- 
Z^u,  that  y:ace  the  attempt  is  determined  on  by 
tj^(»  constituted  authority,  to  wish  it  well.     This 
is^ctns  to  me  to  be  in  the  true  spirit  of  an  honest 
<j>|>positiou  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  so  extended  as 

?  influence  the  general  conduct  of  the  minority. 
ts  thus  we  may  divide  among  ourselves,  and 
^lj  nationiil  strength  not  to  be  impaired.  For  I 
fj*not  bel,'.-ve  with  those  members  of  the  minor- 


opposition.  We  are  asked  by  them,  why  have 
you  not  effected  your  objects?  you  command  the 
purse  and  the  sword  of  the  country,  and  can  order 
whatever  is  necessary  to  be  done.  I  will  tell  you 
the  reason — because  we  have  not  your  good 
wishes;  it  it  this  only  which  can  add  heart  to 
heart.  Government,  it  is  true,  can  command  the 
arm  and  hand,  the  bone  and  muscle  of  the  nation  ; 
but  those  are  powerless,  nerveless,  without  the 
concurring  good  wishes  of  the  community.  He 
who,  in  estimating  the  strength  of  a  people,  looks 
only  to  their  numbers  and  physical  force,  leaves 
out  of  the  reckoning  the  most  material  elements 
of  power — union  and  zeal.  Without  these,  the 
former  is  inert  matter.  Without  these,  a  free 
people  is  degraded  to  the  miserable  rabble  of  des- 
potism ;  but  with  these,  they  are  irresistible. 

The  same  gentleman  made  an  assertion  which 
I  am  bound  to  contradict.  He  asserted,  without 
attempting  to  prove,  that  this  House  had  degen- 
erated into  a  mere  registering  body  of  Executive 
edicts.  A  sense  of  decorum  prevents  me  from 
speaking  of  the  charge  with  merited  severity.  I 
will  not  meet  the  assertion  with  arguments,  but 
assertion.  It  is  easy  to  assert,  but  Jow  and  dif- 
ficult 10  prove;  it  were  hopeless  to  oppose  the 
latter  to  the  former — the  creeping  pace  of  the 
one  is  no  match  for  the  winged  rapidity  of  the 
other.  1  then  assert  that  what  the  gentleman  has 
said  is  untrue  in  fact.  [Here  Mr.  Ga8To.\  en- 
tered into  some  explanation,  and  denied  the  use 
of  the  word  registering;  and  concluded  by  wish- 
ing to  know  in  what  sense  Mr.  C.  used  the  word 
untrue.]  Mr.  C  said,  simply  as  implying  that 
the  fact  IS  not  as  Mr.  G.  stated,  and  that  he  had 
too  much  respect  for  him  to  have  an  allusion  to 
any  other  sense. 

Some  arguments  and  observations  of  mine  on 
a  former  occasion,  on   the  nature  and  character 
of  opposition,  have  on   this  called   forth   replies 
from    many  of  the   minority,   and  particularly 
from  the  gentleman  just  alluded  to.     He  asserted 
that  a  majority  might  also  be  a  faction,  and  cited 
the  Federalist  to  prove  its  truth  ;  with  the  addi- 
tional fact,  that  when  it  is  one,  it  is  far  more 
dangerous  than  a  factious  minority.     If  the  gen- 
tleman had  been  more  attentive,  he  would  have 
found    that  there    is   nothing   in  ray  aro^uraents 
that  contradicts  the  position  taken  in  the  Feder- 
alist.    What   I  said   was  m  replv,  and  was   in- 
tended to  refute   the  as.sertion  ot  our  opponents 
on   that  occasion,  that  all   the  misfortunes  and 
miseries  of  free  States  originated  in  the  blunders 
and  folly  of  majoniies.     The  error  of  this  opin- 
ion i   then  sufficienil/  exported   both  by  experi- 
ence and  reason.     It  has  found  no  advocate  on 
this  occasion.     I  will   not  again   repeat  my  rea- 
sons, but  simply  restate,  that  opposition  in  free 
States  is  strongly  inclined  to  degenerate  into  a 
struggle  for  power  and  ascendency,  m  which  the 
attachment  to  a  party  becomes  stronger  than  that 
to  the  country.     Tiiis  opinion,  I  conceive,  is  in- 
controvertibly  established  ;  in  fact,  the  truth  of 
it  IS  but  too  manifest  to  all  who  have  looked  into 
the  character  of  man,  or  who  are  acquainted  with 
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f  if  Who  avsert  there  is  no  loss  of  strength  by  their '  his  history.     On  the  contrary,  I  feel  no  di 


s  posi- 


tion to  deny  that  the  majority  may  possibly  be- 
come factious — that  is,  cease  to  consult  the  gen- 
eral interest.  I  claim  no  peculiar  exemption  for 
them  ;  it  made  no  part  of  my  argument ;  I  stated 
principles,  but  left  their  application  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  community.  Much  less  do  I  feel 
disposed  to  contest  the  position  that,  if  such  a 
majority  could  and  should  by  any  misfortune 
exist  in  this  country,  it  would  be  more  danger- 
ous than  a  factious  minority.  I  could  not  doubt, 
for  instance,  that  if  the  present  minority  could 
be  swelled  into  a  majority  by  the  addition  of 
one-third  more  to  their  ranks,  and  that  they 
should,  when  in  power,  retain  all  the  principles 
which  I  hear  them  daily  advance  in  this  House, 
that  they  would  not  only  be  more  dangerous 
than  they  now  are,  when  their  power  is  to  divide 
and  distract ;  but  that  it  would  be  the  greatest 
calamity  that  could  befall  our  country. 

A  very  important  view  of  this  subject  yet  re- 
mains to  be  presented  to  the  Committee  ;  but  I 
feel  that  the  hour  is  too  late,  and  I  am  too  much 
exhausted  to  enter  so  fully  into  it  as  it  deserves. 
The  view  alluded  to  is  the  effects  of  this  war. 
which  has  been  pronounced  so  ruinous  by  our 
opponents.  On  examination,  strong  reasons  will 
be  found,  to  believe  that  it  is  daily  producing  the 
most  solid  and  lasting  advantages  to  the  com- 
munity. 

It  has  already  liberated  us  from  that  dread  of 
British  power,  which  was  almost  universal  before 
the  declaration  of  war.  If  we  have  done  little 
against  our  enemy,  he  had  done  still  less  against 
us.  What  the  state  of  public  feeling  was  on 
this  poinl.  may  be  in  some  degree  infernd  by  the 
debates  in  this  House  before  the  declaration  of 
war.  I  cannot  but  express  my  surprise  at  an  as- 
sertion of  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shef- 
Fcv)  that  all  of  his  ft-ars  and  predictions  had  been 
realized.  Has  he  already  forgot  the  speeches  in 
which  he  and  his  friends  portrayed  the  effects  of 
the  war  in  such  glowing  and  terrific  colors?  Re- 
bellion, civil  war,  prostrated  liberty,  and  confla- 
grated towns,  all  mingled  in  one  horrid  group. 
[Mr.  Sheffey  here  explained.]  It  seems  that  the 
gentleman  has  availed  himself  of  the  usual  privi- 
lege of  political  prophets.  If  events  turn  out 
anything  like  their  prediction  they  are  claimed 
as  fulfillments  ;  but  if  entirely  opposite  they  are 
explained  away.  No  one  who  hears  me,  but  will 
acknowledge  that  the  dread  of  England  was  great 
and  general.  Her  po^er  over  our  hopes  and  our 
fears  were  too  great  for  our  complete  indepen- 
dence, and  but  illy  comported  with  the  steady 
pursuit  of  our  own  peculiar  interest.  From  this 
state  the  war  has  liberated  us,  I  hope  forever. 

We  have  also  acquired  in  some  degree,  and  are 
progressively  acquiring,  what  to  me  appears  in- 
dispensable in  the  present  state  of  man  and  the 
world  ;  military  bkill  and  means,  combined  with 
the  tone  of  thinking  and  feeling  uece<>ary  to  their 
use.  Occasional  privations  are  always  to  be  en- 
countered in  the  defence  of  national  rights,  and 
the  habits  neces.sary  to  meet  them  with  fortitude 
are  of  the  greatest  importance.  I  know  how 
much  this  country  is  attached  to  peace  and  quiet 


industry.  I  know  how  delightful  repose  and 
safety  are  to  our  nature.  But  universal  experi- 
ence and  the  history  of  those  nations  with  whom 
we  are  necessarily  connected  forbid  me  to  indulge 
in  the  pleasing  dream,  that  any  degree  of  pru- 
dence or  justice  on  our  part  can  render  such  a 
state  i)erpetual.  The  ambition  of  a  single  nation 
can  destroy  the  peace  of  the  world.  We  must 
then  submit  to  the^inscrutable  law  of  our  nature, 
which  forbids  the  hope  in  this  world  of  uninter- 
rupted peace  and  enjoyment.  We  must  also,  as 
prudent  men.  rejoice  at  the  acquisition  of  those 
national  (jualities  necessary  to  meet  the  vicisi- 
tude  of  war  when  unavoidable.  Connected  with 
this  subject,  I  rejoice  to  behold  the  amazing 
growth  of  our  manufacturing  interest.  I  regret 
that  I  cannot  present  my  thoughts  fully  on  this 
important  subject.  It  will  more  than  indemnify 
the  country  for  all  of  its  losses.  I  believe  no 
country,  however  valuable  its  staples,  can  acquire 
a  state  of  great  and  permanent  wealth  without 
the  aid  of  manufactories.  Reason  and  experi- 
ence both,  I  conceive,  support  the  position.  Our 
internal  strength  and  the  means  of  defence  are 
by  them  greatly  increased.  War,  when  forced 
on  us  hereafter,  will  find  us  with  ample  means; 
and  will  not  be  productive  of  that  distressing 
vicisitude  which  follows  it,  where  the  industry  of 
the  country  is  founded  on  commerce,  and  agri- 
culture dependent  on  foreign  market.  Even  our 
commerce  in  the  end  will  partake  of  the  benefits. 
Rich  means  of  exchange  with  all  of  the  world 
will  be  furnished  to  it;  and  the  country  will  be 
m  a  much  better  condition  to  extend  to  itefiicient 
protection.  I  have  merely  suggested  the  topics 
of  arguments  on  this  important  branch  of  our 
political  economy  :  and  will  conclude  by  hoping 
that  on  some  future  occasion  it  will  receive  a 
suitable  discussion. 

When  Mr.  Calhoun  concluded,  theCommittee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  26. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  salq§  at  auction  of  mer- 
candise  and  of  ships  and  vessels;"  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  on  .Monday  next. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  the  agreement  of 
the  committee  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
to  the  bill  ••  to  provide  Rff  the  return  to  their  own 
districts  of  vessels  detained  by  the  embargo  in 
districts  other  than  those  where  they  are  respect- 
ively owned  or  belong." 

The  amendments  were  then  read  and  concurred 
in  by  the  ^ouse. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  act.  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  within  the  State 
of  New  York,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  en  Naval 
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ijiory  of  ^^iichigaQ  as  were  left  in  a  destitule  and 
Jiiilressed^'ondition  during  its  temporary  poss^s- 
^i«n  by  tlw  enemy;  which  was  read  and  laid  on 
|b|?  table,  v 

I  The  bilf  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis  passed 
IWough  {«  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
Vjriered  tua  third  reading. 

'jTh 


'J»UBLIC  EXPENDITURES. 
^  e  He  jse  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
[cn  submitted  by  Mr.  EppEson  the  24th  insttnt, 
Sf  the  appointment  of  an  additional  standing 
imittee,  to  be  called  ''A  Committee  for  Public 
%;j^penditi>/es." 

^  ^Ir.  EpftEs  explained  his  object  in  submitting 
yi  resolu'lon;  stating  that  the  duties  contem- 
||!^ted  to  De  assigned  to  this  committee  would 
^y  occupy  it  during  the  session,  and  was  ne- 
^•isary  to;relieve  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
^yans  frci  much  of  the  business  at  present  re- 
tried to  (I,  and  which  it  was  unable  properly 
m  fonsidei^  &c. 

I  The  res(Mution  was  then  passed  without  oppo- 
•|tion  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes.  the  Com- 
r*i«tee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from 
ijefconsid^ration  of  such  duties  as  are  embraced 
'y  ihe  reb(5lution.  and  the  same  referred  to  the 
<%:)lnmittep  for  Public  Expenditures. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

.     he  House   then  went   into  Comraitte  of  the 

Wllole  on  the  Loan  bill. 
Mr.  PichiKRiNG,  (rf  Massachusetts,  took  the  tloor, 
Iff  in  a  sr,eech  of  three  hours,  took  a  general 
tw  of  ih..  conduct  of  the  European  belligerents, 
lit  affeced  this  country,  and  the  course  and 
))"icy  ot  ifie  American  Government,  during  Re- 
lUican  Administ/ations,  which  he  condemned 

t;irfcughout  in  strolg  terms. 

'"elore  Mr,  Pick^i.ng  had  concluded,  he  gave 
V  for  a  motion  «•  that  effect,  and  the  Com'init- 
vrose,  r-ported    progress,  and   the  House  ad-: 


Fkbbdabt,  1814. 

fairairs,  ireported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for    of  disabilities  contracted  whilst  an  officer  in  the 
|lf'  relief  of  John  Cahoone  and  others,'   without     Revolutionary  army.-Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims, 

1.  vf  "  "I'r ,"i^"~'.  •"'";  I      ^^'■-  i>EL80N   presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 

ti  nf^'Q^^^'  ''""^'^  ^'T  "''  ^'.^^'^r'  ""^  inha^^'tants  of  the  19ih  Congressional  District  m 
^*  Unite^l  State,  recommending  a  suitable  pro-  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  remonstrating  against  the 
►  i^.on  for^fuch  01  the  inhabitants.  &c.  of  the  Ter-  I  renewal  of  patent  rights  of  any  description   and 

complaining  of  the  oppressive  exercise,  on  the 
part  of  Oliver  Evans,  of  his  patent  right  to  certain 
mill  machinery.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  whom  is  committed  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Baltimore,  also  complaining  against 
the  exercise  of  the  said  patent  right. 

Mr.  GouHDiN  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  pray- 
ing the  aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  in  opening 
an  inland  water  communication  from  the  Chesa"- 
peake  bay  to  St.  Mary's  river,  in  Georgia.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
IS  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe  for  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
;  Canal  Company. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying 
for  pre-emption  rights  to  lands  on  whirti  they 
have  settled  and  made  improvements.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill 
to  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase, 
to  certain  settlers  on  public  lands  in  the  Indiana 
Territory. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act.  entitled 
"An  act.  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash  ;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  commuted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Archer  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jervis  Cutler;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Archer  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Edwin  T.  Satterwhite  ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Archer  also  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  persons  whose  property  shall  be 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Archer,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideratioa 
of  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  pay- 


'i 
It 


tirwugh 
lUefor 
^ay  lor 
tfe- rose 
j  u^ned. 


Monday,  February  28. 
Vir.  John  Reed  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
11  hvbitantv'of  the  town  of  Fishburv.  on  the  Island 

0  Marthas  Vineyard   praying  that  the  act  lay-  ,  meut  of  individuals  whose  property  was  impressed 

1  g;an  embargo  may  be  »o  modified  as  to  permit     by  detachments  of  militia    ordered    into    public 
.  T.  "  "P"''  °'.^''  "'•'  =**'''  ^°°''  ^f*^  0"'^'  <lo-  I  ^^rvice  by  any  State  or  Territorial  Government, 

and  it  was  relerred  to  the  Committee  for  Revis- 
ing the  Militia  System. 

Mr,  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  for  Revising 
the  Militia  System,  made  a  report  on  the  resolu- 
tion instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  a 
detachment  of  militia  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
ordered  into  service  by  the  Governor  of  that  State, 
to  act  against  the  Indians ;  which  report  was  read. 


r  e*tic  articles  and  manufactures,  to  the  States  of 
?  e'M  York;,  and  Connecticut,  and  to  r«iurn  with 
I  ends  uffs  and  other  articles  of  family  neces- 
sty.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
I'cpitions. 

k^-  Ingwisoll  presented   two   petitions  from 
■r-lpi  ThoHipson,  odp  for  the  allowance  of  interest 

settled  under  a  lale  act  of 
pension  in  consideration 


tiifiis  acccunis  already  sett 
(Io^gres5,  t^e  other  for  a  pei 
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and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  no  legislative  provision  is  now 
necessary  on  the  subject  of  the  said  resolution. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
Irom  Jonathan  Roberts,  resigning  his  seat  as  one 
of  the  Representatives  from  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  a  Senator  from  that  State, 
The  said  letter  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Inger.<)olu 

Resolved.  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  ad- 


which  contains  a  mutual  stipalatioa  for  the  de- 
livery of  persons  charged  with  murder  or  forgery. 
"Article  27.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  His  Majesty 
and  the  United  States,  on  mutual  requisitions,  by  them 
respectively,  or  by  their  respective  Ministers  or  officers 
authoriz«-d  to  make  the  same,  will  deliver  up  to  jus- 
tice all  persons  who,  being  charged  with  murder  or 
forgery,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either, 
shall  seek  an  asylum  within  any  of  the  countries  of 
the  other ;  provided  that  this  shall  only  bo  done  on 
such  evidence  of  criminality,  as,  according  to  the  laws 


dress  a  letter  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  i  '^^  ^^*  P'"'*^*  where  the  fugitive  or  person  so  charged 
Pennsylvania,  communicating  information  of  the  **^^'  I*®  found,  would  justify  his  apprehension  and 
resignation  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  one  of  the  mem-  commitmerit  for  trial,  if  the  offence  had  there  been 
hers  returned   from   that  State    to  serve    in  this    '^o"^'"'^^^-" 

House,  in  order  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  ^^^  President  (Mr,  Adams)  having  been  con- 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  thereby  in  the  I  *'"''^'^' ^"'^  ^'-'^ '^'^P'"^^*  directions  received.  I  wrote 
representation  of  that  State.  I  lo  Judge  Bee.  then  the  District  Judge  of  the  Uni- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pitkin  be  appointed  of  the  I  '^^  States,  for  South  Carolina,  to  this  effect: 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  place  of  That  if  the  case  of  Thomas  Nash  came  within 
Mr,  Roberts.  ' 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis  | 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  l 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act.  entitled  | 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  mer-  i 
chandise,  and  of  ships  and  vessels."  was  read  the 


third  time,  and  passed 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  provide  for 
the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;"  also,  a  bill 


the  purview  of  the  treaty  ;  that  is.  if  the  evidence 
of  his  criminality  was  such  as  would  authorize 
his  apprehension  and  commitment  for  trial,  in 
case  the  offence  charged  had  been  committed 
within  our  own  territory  ;  then  he  was  to  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  British  officer  demanding  him. 
This  was  done. 


It  v/ill  be  in  the  recollection  of  gentlemen,  that 
this  man.   Thomas   Nash,  witli  other  ruffians  of 


the  crew  of  ihe  British  frigate  Hermione,  rose  on 
their  officers  and  murdered  them,  and  carried  the 


'•for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and  supplying  \  ^r'Sate  into  a  Spanish  port   in  the  West  Indies; 

the  Array  of  the  United  Stales;"  in  which  bills  I  ^P*'"    being   then   at  war   with   Great   Britain. 

Nash  was  discovered  and  arrested  at  Charleston, 
and  the  proceedings  took  place  which  I  have 
stated.     But  Nash  had  assumed  the  name  of  Jon- 


they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 
The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 


Whole  on  the  Loan  bill. 


athan  Robbins.  and  said  he  was  an  American  cit- 
izen,   born   at   Danbury,   in   Connecticut,     This 


Mr.  Pickering,  of  Massachusetts,  resumed  his  \  declaration  of  the  ruffian,  though  entitled  to  no 
speech  against  the  bill,  the  commencement  of  i  credit,  was  sufficient  for  the  partisans  of  Opposi- 
which  principally  occupied  Saturday's  sitting.  '  tion  to  raise  a  hue  and  cry  against  the  Federal 
His  speech  to-day  occupied  three  hours.  The  Administration,  which  they  wished  to  pull  down, 
whole  of  which  is  here  given  entire,  as  follows:      {  I  therefore  wrote  to  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk 

Mr.  Chairman  :  Yesterday  a  gentleman  from  >  of  Danbury,  (which  was  a  small  country  village,) 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright.)  in  the  course  of  his  i  requesting  them  to  make  diligent  inquiry. whether 
observations  on  the  loan  bill,  mentioned  but  one  j  any  person  of  the  name  of  Jonathan  Robbins  had 
thing  which  I  think  at  all  necessary  to  notice,  |  been  born  there  within  a  period  which  I  supposed 
and  that  not  connected  with  the  bill ;'  it  was  the  '  would  go  beyond  the  age  of  Thomas  Nash.  They 
old  story  of  Jonathan  Robbins — and  he  expressed  sent  me  certificates,  that  no  person  of  the  name 
a  wish  that  I  would  inform  the  Committee,  whe-  i  of  Jonathan  Robbins  had  been  born  in  Danbury^ 
ther  the  person  so  called  was  delivered  up  pursu-  ,  within  forty  or  fifty  years  then  last  past.  These 
*"' '"  °''''*''s  from  me  alone,  as  the  newspapers  j  certificates  having  been  communicated  to  Con- 
had  often  represented,  or  by  the  direction  of  the  '  gress.  and  published,  put  down  the  party  clamor. 
President  of  the  United  States,  '  and  for  awhile  the  slanderers  were  silent ;  but  the 

This  story,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  so  often  been  i  ghost  of  Jonaihan  Robbins  has  since  been  repeat- 
gotten  up  for  party  purposes.  I  will,  from  my  pre-  '•  edly  conjured  up;  particularly  when  at  any  time 


sent  recollection,  give  an  account  of  it ;  although, 
like  other  "  lies  so  oft  o'erthrown,"  it  may  be  again 
revived. andagain  rungihrough  theUnited  States, 
to  serve  the  same  unhallowed  party  views. 

Being  then  Secretary  of  State,  the  application 
for  the  person  called  Jonathan  Robbins,  but  whose 
real  name  was  Thomas  Nash,  came  to  my  hands. 
But  that  the  case  may  be  correctly  understood,  1 
will  read   that  article   in  our  treaty  with  Great 


Britain,    (commonly    called    Mr 
13lh  Con.  2a  Sess. — 54 


Jay's   treaty.) 


It  was  convenient  to  bring  a   railing  accusation 
against  me. 

I  fear,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  discussing  the 
subject  before  the  Committee,  I  shall  disappoint 
the  expectations  of  my  friends,  without  satisfying 
myself.  For,  though  I  have  been  long  in  public 
life,  I  have  been  but  little  used  to  public  speak- 
ing. The  memory,  the  arrangement,  and  the 
comprehensive  view  of  a  subject,  wliich  are  ne- 
cessary to  a  public  speaker,  in  me  are  deficient. 
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ri&all  endeavor,  however,  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
(Jttee  facis  whicti  I  deem  important,  with  such 
[i>t  inferepces  as  shall  occur  to  mo;  relying  on 
\\t  discerriment  Of  gentlemen  to  supply  the  rest. 


of  those  who  are  enemies  of  both  or  of  either  party, 
without  any  opposition  or  disturbance  whatever  ;  and 
to  pass  not  only  directly  from  the  places  and  porU  of 
the  enemy  aforementioned,  to  neutral  ports  and  places. 


\^  eentlrmaa  from   South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal-    but  also  from  one  place  belon^nng  to  an  enemy   to  an 


fr^ 


ticN)  ha-,  told  you  that  the  object  of  the  minor- 
^  was.  to  destroy  the  faith  of  the  dovernment 
f  prevcnnng  the  loan.  I  am  indeed  opposed  to 
tfe  loan  ; -but  I  distinguish  between  the  faith  of 
b«j  Admiiiislration,  and  the  faith  of  my  country, 
rjie  credit  of  the  country  is  good,  and  under  a 
ifoper  Administration,  acting  in  a  cause  in  which 
\le  greatmterestsand  welfare  of  the  country  were 
[he  loan  would  be  effected.  My  aim  is, 
c;:pui  an  end  to  this  unjust  and  ruinous  war ;  and 
l3erefore  I  will  oppose  all  supplies  for  carrying 
d  on.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  withhold 
.itpplies,  pursuant  to  a  power  vested  in  them  by 
ii^e  CoDMilufion.  when  necessary  to  prevent  any  | 
Ajdraini-tiation  from  persevering  in  measures  in-  i 
^ijriously  affecting  the  public  welfare.  | 

;  The  safue  gentleman  told  us,  that  it  was  a  max- , 
lii  amon:]f  the  Romans,  ••  that  their  country  was 
tiver  to  be  presumed  to  be  in  the  wrong."     Had 
irol  4he   Roman   people   been    influenced    by  this 
i^iaxim  ;  on  the  contrary,  had  they  questioned  the 
rvctitude  of  the  measures  of  their  Government, 
j^nd  reasoned  on  the  causes  and  pretences  for  their 
perpetual  wars,  the  ancient  world  might  not  have 
t^een  dehged  with  blood  ;  while  nations  sunk  be- 
neath tht>  arms  directed  by  the  ambitious  leaders 
(if  that   Republic,  as  the   continental   nations  of 
lAiodern  Europe  have   fallen   before   the  arms  of 
f  France;  which,  both  in  her  Republican  and  Im- 
i  fcerial  state,  appears  to  have  taken  Rome  for  her 
i'  loodel.     Any  Government  may  err,  either  igno- 
f  (antly  Of  corrupily.  and   in  either  case,  its  raeas- 
5  gres  tending  to  jpublic   mischief  ought  to  be  op- 
I  ^osed. 

^  '  The  .-ame  gentleman,  adverting  to  the  alleged 
:  pauses  of  the  w}ir,  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
knd  Impressments,  said  he  would  first  consider 
Impressments,  -'because  a  man  is  preferable  to  a 
J)ale  of  'ioods."  Yel  property  is  the  ground  of 
4ilmost  all  the  ouarrels  among  mankind,  as  well 
i)etween  nations  as  individuals,  h  was  properly, 
A  Effected  by  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  was  pro- 
\  fessed  to  be  the  principal  cause  of  this  war.  Pro- 
f  perty  was,  in  fact,  the  primary  cause  of  the  contest 
f  -with  our  mother  country,  which  terminated  in  the 
*  'war  of  our  Revolution.  Great  Britain  imposed 
mall  duties  on  a  few  articles  of  our  imports  from 
er,  and  claimed  a  right  to  impose  others  by  an 
ct  of  Parliament  ;  and  thus  to  take  from  us  our 


« 


i 


Tproper/v  without  our  consent.     I   will  therefore 
ifirst  incjuire  into  the  character  of  the  British  Or- 
;ders  in  Council. 
,  {     By  our  treaty  with  France,  in  1800,  concluded 
:  »with  Bonapari*^  himself,  then  First  Consul,  in  the 
'  *12th  article,  it  was  agreed  as  follows: 
i     "It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  citizens  of  either  country 
ito  sail  with  their  ships  and  merchandise  (contraband 
»  goods  always  excepted)   from   any  port  whatever,  to 
l  any  port  of  the  enemy  of  the  other,  and  to  sail   and 
\  i  trade  with  their  ships   and  merchandise,  with  perfect 
*  aecurity  and  hberty ,  from  the  countries,  ports,  and  places 
< 

i 


other  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be, 
or  be  not  under  the  same  jurisdiction,  unless  such  porta 
or  places  shall  be  actually  blockaded,  besieged,  or  in- 
vested." 

In  flagrant  violation  of  this  article  Bonaparte, 
having  overturned  the  Prussian  monarchy,  and 
sealed  himself  in  its  capital.  Berlin,  there,  on  the 
21st  of  November,  1806,  issued  a  decree  (thence 
called  the  Berlin  decree)  in  the  preamble  of  which 
he  sets  forth  its  pretended  causes,  the  falseness  or 
futility  of  which  I  shall  show  as  I  proceed. 

"  1.  That  England  does  not  admit  the  right  of  na- 
tions, as  universally  acknowledged  by  all  aviliied  peo- 
ple." 

This  general,  sweeping  and  false  declaration 
appears  to  be  the  text  to  be  exemplified  in  the 
articles  which  follow. 

"  2.  That  she  declares  as  an  enemy  every  individual 
belonging  to  an  enemy  State,  and,  in  consequence, 
makes  prisoners  of  war,  not  only  of  the  crews  of  armed 
vessels,  but  also  of  merchant  vessels,  and  even  the  su- 
percargoes of  the  same." 

This  charge  against  England  might,  with  equal 
justness,  be  made  against  the  United  States,  and 
all  other  nations;  for  all,  including  France  her- 
self, have  always  considered  the  crews  of  mer- 
chant vessels  as  well  as  of  armed  vessels,  to  be 
prisoners  of  war,  and  confined  them  accordingly. 

"  3.  That  she  extends  or  a|)plies  to  merchant  ve»- 
sels,  to  articles  of  commerce,  and  to  the  property  of 
individuals,  the  right  of  conquest,  which  can  only  be 
apphed  or  extended  to  what  belongs  to  an  enemy 
State." 

In  this  England  does  no  more  than  the  United 
States  did  in  the  war  of  our  Revolution,  and  do 
in  the  present  war.  and  what  all  maritime  nations 
have  ever  done  ;  ihat  is,  capture  enemy's  mer- 
chant vessels  and  merchandise  found  on  the  high 
seas ;  and  to  capture  them,  is  the  object  and  hope 
of  all  our  privateering. 

"  4.  That  she  extends  to  ports  not  fortified,  to  har- 
bors and  mouths  of  rivers,  the  right  of  blockade,  which, 
according  to  reason  and  the  usage  of  civilized  nations, 
is  applicable  only  to  strong  or  fortified  ports." 

This  article,  Itke  the  others,  staling  first  a  jus- 
tifiable fact,  is  false  in  its  conclusion.  The  right 
to  blockade  ports,  harbors,  and  mouths  of  rivers, 
though  not  fortified,  is   not  disputed   by  our  own 


Government;  whose  only  complaint  has  been, 
thai  such  places  have  not.  in  all  cases  proclaimed 
to  be  under  blockade,  been  blockaded  in  fact,  by 
a  sufficient  naval  force  stationed  before  or  near 
them,  so  as  to  render  the  entrance  of  our  neutral 
vessels  dangerous. 

'■  5.  That  she  declares  blockaded,  places  before  which 
she  has  not  a  single  vessel  of  war ;  although  a  place 
ought  not  to  be  considered  blockaded,  but  when  it  is 
so  invested,  as  that  no  approach  to  it  can  be  made 
without  imminent  hazard  ;  that  she  declares  even 
places  blockaded  which  her  united  forces  would  be  in- 
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capable  of  doing,  aach  m  entire  eouto,  and  a  whole 
empire." 

By  a  document  communicated  by  President 
Jefferson  to  Congress,  in  December,  1808,  as  one 
of  the  acts  of  the  British  Government  irnposing 
an  illegal  blockade  in  the  West  Indies,  it  appear* 
plainly  that  the  British  Admiral  exceeded  his  au- 
thority ;  the  orders  from  his  Government  being, 
"that  the  strictest  naval  blockade  be  established 
over  the  Leeward  French  Islands,"  evidently 
meaning,  by  stationing  a  sufficient  naval  force 
before  tne  ports  so  declared  to  be  blockaded  ;  for 
the  British  Government  never  claimed  any  other 
right  of  blockade. 

As  to  the  Emperor's  charge,  that  Great  Britain 
had  declared  "entire  coasts  and  a  whole  empire" 
to  tie  blockaded,  it  is  one  of  those  unfounded  as- 
sertions which  he  can  utter  with  great  facility, 
particularly  when  Great  Britain  is  the  subject  of 
reproach.  The  declaration  of  the  most  extensive 
blockade  of  a  coast  bv  the  British  Government, 
that  I  have  any  knowledge  of,  was  that  from  the 
Elbe  to  Brest;  which  I  shall  take  an  opportunity 
to  explain. (n 

On  such  false  and  fallacious  grounds  the  French 
Emperor  issued  his  Berlin  decree;  of  which  the 
following  are  the  articles  most  pointedly  violating 
our  neutral  rights,  and  his  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  Great  Britain  un- 
der the  law  of  nations. 

'•Art.  I.  The  Uritish  islands  arc  declared  to  be  in  a 
sUte  of  blockade." 

This,  iQ  its  terms,  subjected  to  capture,  by  the 
French  cruisers,  all  neutral  vessels  enleriu'^  or 
attempting  to  enter  any  British  ports  ;  and  noth- 
ing but  the  absolute  inability  of  the  Emperor  to 
execute  this  part  of  his  decree,  prevented  its  be- 
ing carried  into  effect. 

"Art.  4.  All  magazines,  merchandisa,  or  property 
whatsoever,  belonging  to  a  subject  of  England,  shall 
be  declared  lawful  prize." 

The  object  of  this  article  was,  to  authorize  his 
Ministers  and  ofl5cers  to  seize  on  all  property  of 
British  subjects,  wherever  found,  especially  in 
neutral  territories,  where,  by  the  law  of  nations. 
It  should  have  been  secure,  and  sacred  as  neutral 
property  itself;  but  no  rights  have  been  regarded, 
where  the  power  of  the  French  Emperor  could 
extend. 

"Art.  5.  The  trade  in  English  merchandise  is  for- 
bidden. All  merchandise  belonging  to  England,  or 
coming  from  its  manufactories  and  colonies,  is  declared 
lawful  prize." 

By  this  article,  the  manufactures  of  England, 
and  the  productions  of  her  colonies,  although  the 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
other  neutral*,  became  liable  to  capture  and  con- 
demnation. If  its  immediate  execution  against 
American  vessels,  in  the  European  seas,  dfd  not 
take  place,  it  was  owing  to  causes  not  explained  ; 
and  not  to  the  Emperor's  intention  to  dispense 
with  u  ;  as  he  subsequently  declared  that  he  had 
made  no  exception  in  favor  of  the  United  Slates. 

(1)  Sec  notes  at  the  end  of  .Mr.  P.'s  speech. 


It  was  in  fact  executed  against  our  vessels  by 
some  French   privateers  in  the  West   Indies,  as 
j  was  stated  by  Mr.  Madison  himself.(2) 
j      But  the  great  object  of  the  Berlin  decree  was, 
i  to  blockade  the  ports  of  the  continent  of  Europe 
I  against  the  entrance  of  British  vessels,  and  of  ihe 
[  vessels  of  every  nation  laden  with  the  manufac- 
tures or   productions  of  Great   Britain  or  of  her 
colonies  and  dominions;  in  order  to  rain   her 
commerce,  and  thereby  destroy  her  power,  which 
so  eminently  depended  on    the  wealth  and    reve- 
nues arising  from  commerce.     And  on  the  Con- 
tinent, the  decree  was  carried  into  immediate  ex- 
ecution ;  at  Hamburg  within   four  days  from  its 
date;  although  that  city  formed  an  independent 
neutral  Stale,  entitled   to  entire  exemption  from 
military    coercion    and    violence.      The   French 
Minister  there  caused  all  English  merchandises, 
••no  matter   to  whom  they  belong."  to  be  seized 
and  confiscated.     The  same  course  was  directed 
to  be  pursued  in  all  other  places,  enemy  or  neu- 
tral, occupied,   or  which  should    be   occupied  by 
French  troops. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  next  month,  December, 
1806,  the  treaty  negotiated  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney.  was 
signed.  But,  before  the  signing,  the  British  Com- 
missioners mentioned  to  our  Ministers  this  out- 
rageous decree  of  Berlin,  which  threatened  to 
subvert  the  rights  and  independence  of  neutral 
Powers;  and  for  the  information  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, delivered  to  them  a  note  declaring,  that 
'•if  the  enemy  (France)  should  carry  those  threats 
'  into  execution,  and  if  neutral  nations,  contrary  to 

•  all  expectation,  should  acquiesce  in  such  usurpa- 
'  tions,  his  Majesty  might  probably  be  compelled. 
'  however  reluctantly,  to  retaliate' in  his  just  de- 

•  fence,  and  to  adopt,  in  regard  to  the  commerce  of 
■  neutral  nations  with  his  enemies,  the  same  meas- 

•  ures  which  those  nations  shall  have  permitted  to 
'  be  enforced  against  their  commerce  with  his  sub- 
'  jects." 

In  the  mean  time,  to  check  and  counteract  the 
violence  of  France,  in  actual  execution,  on  the 
Continent,  against  British  commerce,  and  against 
all  trade  in  the  manufactures  and  productions  of 
the  British  dominions,  the  British  Government 
issued  their  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1807,  prohibiting,  not  all  commerce  with 
France,  as  she,  by  the  Berlin  decree,  had  forbid- 
den all  commerce  with  England— but  ordering 
"that  no  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  trade  from 
'  one  port  to  another,  both  which  ports  shall  belong 
to,  or  be  in  possession  of  France  or  her  allies. 
'  or  shall  be  so  far  under  their  control,  as  that 
'  British  vessels  may  not  freely  trade  thereat." 
This  Mr.  Jefferson  called  "a  new  law  of  the 
ocean;"  although  similar  to.  but  less  rigorous 
than  an  old  and  established  law  of  France,  which 
prohibited  neutral  vessels  laden,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  ai  one  port  of  an  enemy,  to  go  to  the  ports 
of  any  other  country  than  their  own.  whether  al- 
lied to  France,  neutral  or  enemy. (3)  The  great 
object  of  the  British  order  was.  apparently,  to 
prevent  neutral  vessels  carrying  on  the  coasting 
trade  of  France,  and   the  intercourse   by  sea  be- 
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n  her  and  her  allies  ;  for  the  naval  power  of 
e'tit  Brita'n  having  either  captured,  or  driven 
(he  ocean,  the  trading  vessels  of  her  enemies, 
were  constrained  to  resort  to  neutral  vessels 
^rry  on  rheir  conjrnerce  with  one  another,  and 
a^greater-or  less  degree,  their  coasting  trade. 
litbis  ver^  candid  and  friendly  notice  of  the 
C()i|se  Great  Britain  might  be  obliged  to  pursue, 
'""jtutral  nations  submitted  to  the  Berlin  decree, 
by  President  Jefferson  as  cause 
"  itted  States,  and  that  no  treaty, 
a(_,'cjmpaniL'd  with  the  terms  of  that  note,  would 
b<|a!^missible.  I  know  it  will  be  said,  that  our 
Gsvernnient  did  net  submit,  but  demanded  an 
ej*)i|anation  of  the  Berlin  decree.  It  is  true,  that 
ai/t^planatton  was  4?ked  of  the  French  Minister 
of'J^arine.  Decres,  and  that  he,  contrary  to  the 
sMT'i  and  leiter  of  the  decree,  said  it  was  not  in- 
teJised  to  inTringe  upon  the  treaty  then  subsisting 
*-  I  veen  iheUniied  States  and  France;  but  added, 
it,  be  wasYiot  competent  to  decide,  and  that  ap- 
cation  mjst  be  made  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
fijirs,  Talleyrand,  then  with  the  Emperor  at 
frjm.  Whether  such  an  application  was  ever 
iqe,  or  ani.wered  if  made,  has  not  been  publicly 
|<")Mrn. 

Jhe  obvicAisly  proper  course  to  have  been  taken 
i^ur  Government  was.  to  have  demanded,  DOl 
iiplanaiion  of  a  decree,  which  was  too  plain 
require  one,  but  jts  revocation  ;  and  upon  the 


Among  these  was  one  of  the  first  of  men* — per- 
haps the  brightest  luminary  that  ever  shone  oa 
this  Western  hemisphere. 

The  French  Emperor,  by  his  Berlin  decree,  and 
his  orders  for  carrying  it  into  complete  and  rigor- 
ous execution,  had  subverted  the  public  law  of 
Europe;  and  by  his  arms  and  influence,  had 
brought  all  the  nations  (Sweden  excepted)  to 
bear  against  England  alone;  all  thus  conspiring 
for  her  destruction.  What  should  she  do  against 
a  world  in  arms  ?  What  would  the  sense  of  such 
impending  danger,  and  the  duty  of  sell-preserva- 
tion, suggest  to  any  nation  ?(5)  Certainly  to  re- 
tort upon  those  combined  enemies  and  conspira- 
tors, the  evils  of  their  own  injustice  and  violence; 
and.  as  they  bad  taken  new  and  extraordinary 
measures  to  deprive  her  of  commerce,  that  she 
should  retaliate  and  interdict  all  commerce  with 
ihem.  This  she  did  by  her  Orders  in  Council, 
and  in  my  view,  on  the  principles  of  reason  and 
public  law.(G)  In  every  new  case,  to  which 
existing  laws  do  not  extend,  reason  is  to  be  con- 
sulted— 'reason,  whose  authority  (says  Bynker- 
shoek)  is  of  so  much  weight  in  the  law  of  na- 
tions"— ''reason,  which  is  the  soul  of  the  law  of 
nations."  The  municipal  laws  of  a  single  State, 
when  circumstances  are  changed,  undergo  cor- 
responding changes  ;  and  when  new  cases  arise, 
new  laws  are  framed  to  provide  for  them.  And 
such  a  new  stale  of  things  had  been  introduced 


lecessary.  lor  the  protection 
which,  owing  to  the  small 
jijiber  of  French  cruisers,  would  then  have  sus- 
t^ited  but  iiule  injury. (4)  Instead  of  taking  this 
sa'iiand  honorable  course,  our  Government  con- 
t(|iKd  theni^elves  with  the  absurd  explanation  of 
llfi-Minisie'   Decres,  until    the   Emperor  himself 
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rMi^sal  to  revoke,  to  interdict  all  commercial  in-  \  into  the   civili/ed  world,  by  the  ambition,  injus- 
I'Jif  ourse  with  Frat;ce  and  her  allies,  and  to  have  j  tice.  and  tyranny  of  the   French   Emperor ;  jus- 
a»  ed  our  ships,  if  necessary,  lor  the  protection  I  tifying  and  requiring,  on  the  part  of  the  nations 
o¥  lur  conr.merce;  which,   owing  to  the  small  I  not  yet  subjugated,  new  and  extraordinary  meas- 
ures to  provide  for  their  safety  and  independence. 
On  these  grounds,  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
have   appeared    tome  perfectly  justifiable  ;  and. 
consequently,  thai  they  never  furnished  any  cause 

,  , or  pretence  ior  the  present  war ;  a  war  on  our  part, 

d^lared  it  erroneous  and  unfounded,  and  that  no  as  unnatural  and  cruel  as  it  was  unjust.  But.  in- 
stead of  resenting  and  resisting,  as  we  ought  to 
have  done,  the  Berlin  decree,  our  Government 
commenced  a  system  of  restrictive  measures;  in 
form  levelled  equally  against  France  and  Great 
Britain,  but  really  intended  to  injure  Britain  only, 
while  they  aided  the  cause  of  France.  This  brings 
me  to  the  consideration  of  a  subject,  old  and  stale, 
indeed,  but  of  essential  importance  to  be  well  un- 
derstood ;  and  which  therefore  I  will  re-examine — 
I  mean  the  Embargo  of  December.  1807,  the 
fruitful  and  immediate  source  of  all  the  evils 
which  have  since  afflicted  our  country ;  produc- 
ing non-intercour&e  and  oon-irnportaiion,  and  ter- 
minating, as  to  the  United  States,  in  the  greatest 
of  all  evils — war. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that,  just  before  this  em- 
bargo was  laid,  the  United  Stales  vessel  Revenge 
arrived  from  France,  with  despatches  from  our 
Minister,  General  Armstrong.  They  arrived  at 
Washington  on  the  14th  of  December,  1807.  Bv 
the  Revenge,  news  was  brought  that  the  French 
Emperor  had  said  there  should  be  no  neutrals. 
This,  indeed,  was  not  long  after  gravely  denied  ; 
but  at  length  it  came  out  in  General  Armstrong's 


^■K/se  oi  oweueu  excepieu;  oeinj 
ht!)  Rusji;^,  pressed  by  the  French 
hiving  also  adopted  the  French  Ei 
til(«tal  system,  pursuant  to  the  tr 
ititbis  s:ato  of  things,   the  Britisl 


S^uch  wan  the  stale  of  things  when  Great  Brit- 
alhl having  waited  almost  a  year,  seeing  the  Ber- 
lif  llecree  operating  most  injuriously  to  hercom- 
vptce  wilh<the  European  continent,  all  its  ports 
(|i<yse  of  Sweden  excepted)  being  shut  against 
htr';  Rusji*,  pressed  by  the  French  arms  in  1807, 

Emperor's  Con- 
treaty  of  Tilsit; 
sh  Government 
i.J|ired  their  Orders  in  Council,  of  November  11th. 
1»07.  Thfe^e  ordere  have  been  pronounced  to  be 
c|Mrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  unjustifiable  ; 
afd;  this  opinion,  proceeding  from  men  in  power. 
a4  l^t^iher  citizens  of  distinction,  became,  proba- 
*"'  f'j!  the  current  opinion  in  the  United  States. 
ji;for  my  own  part,  from  the  moment  that  I 
i(|  those  orders,  ]  considered  tliem  as  justifiable 
;.he  ground  of  retaliation,  and  on  the  princi- 
ci  of  putjiic  law.  Of  the  correctness  of  my 
o^U  opiniCB,  however,  I  should  have  entertained 
sjp^  doubiv  had  it  not  been  confirmed  by  the 
c'.i'jions  of  .'gentlemen,  among  ray  friends,  who 
\jL?w  as  conversant  with  public  law,  and  thought 
afffofoundl-y.asany  citizens  of  the  United  States. 


*  The  late  Chief  Juctice  Parsoas,  of  MaMachuMtU. 
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own  despatches,  that  the  Emperor  had  said,  the 
United  Slates  shall  take  the  positive  character  of 
allies  or  enemies.  But  the  people  of  the  United 
States  were  not  then  prepared  for  a  war  against 
Great  Britain.  A  gradual  training  for  some  years 
was  requisite  to  bring  them  to  ihat  point.  Nor 
•were  they  prepared  lo  adopt,  knowingly,  Bona- 
parte's Continental  system;  it  could  be  intro- 
duced only  under  the  disguise  of  an  embargo;  a 
name  universally  understood  lo  mean  a  very  tem- 
porary suspension  of  the  sailing  of  vessels  for 
some  special  occasional  purpose. 

Four  days  only  after  the  arrival  of  the  de- 
spatches from  France,  President  Jefferson  sent  to 
Congress  the  following  Message: 

To  the  Senate  and  Hcmae  of 

Representatives  oj  tlu  United  States : 

The  communicationii  now  made,  showing  the  great 
and  increasmg  dangers  with  which  our  vessels,  our 
seamen,  and  merchandise,  are  threatened  on  the  high 
seas,  and  elsewhere,  from  the  belligerent  Powers  of 
Europe ;  and  it  being  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
keep  in  safety  these  essential  resources,  I  deem  it  my 
duly  to  recommend  the  subject  lo  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  who  will  doublless  perceive  all  the  advantage 
which  may  be  expected  from  an  inhibition  of  the  de- 
parture of  our  vessels  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States. 

Their  wisdom  will  also  see  the  necessity  of  making 
every  preparation  for  whatever  events  may  grow  out  of 
the  present  crisis. 

I  ask  a  return  of  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Armstrong 
and  Champagnv,  which  il  would  be  improper  to  make 
pubUc.  '  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Deckmbkr  18,  1807. 

The  communications  consisted  of  four  papers. 
The  first  a  proclamation   by  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  dated  the  IGth  of  October,  1807,  "for  re- 
calling and  prohibiting  British  seamen  from  serv- 
ing foreign  Princes  and  States."    This  proclama- 
tion had  been  published   in   our  newspapers.     It 
was  a  newspaper   copy   Mr.   Jefferson   communi- 
cated to  Congress.     Far  from  having  excited  any 
alarm,  it  naturally  lessened  the  public   apprehen- 
sions on  the  subject  of  impressments;    because, 
although  it  commanded  British  naval  ofiBcers  to 
seize  and  take,  as  usual.  British  natural  born  sub- 
jects from    on    board    foreign    merchant    vessels, 
they  were  strictly  enjoined  "  to  permit  no  man  to 
go  on  board  such  ships  and  vessels  belonging  lo 
States  at  amity  with  Great  Britain,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  so  seizing   upon,  taking,  and  bringing 
away  such  persons  aforesaid,  for  whose  discreet 
and  orderly  demeanor  the  said  captains  could 
Dot  answer;  and  that  they  should  lake  especial 
care  that  no   unnecessary  violence   be  done  or 
offered  to  the  vessel,  or  to  the  remainder  of  the 
•  crew,  from  out  of  which  such  persons  should  be 
'taken." 

The  second  paper  was  a  letter  (bearing  date 
September  18,  1807.)  from  the  French  Grand 
Judge.  Regnier,  lo  the  Imperial  Procureur  (or 
Attorney)  General  of  the  Emperor's  Council  of 
Prizes,  containing  the  Emperor's  declaration  con- 
cerning his  Berlin  decree.  To  the  question. 
"  1.  Can  armed  vessels,  under  that   decree,  seize^ 


'  in  neutral  ressels,  either  English  property,  or 
'  merchandise  proceeding  from  the  manufactures 
'  of  the  English  territories?  His  Majesty  notifies 
'  me,  that  since  he  had  not  thought  proper  to  ex- 
'  press  any  exception  in  his  decree,  there  is  no 
'  ground  lo  make  any  in  the  eiecation,  with  re- 
'  sped  to  anything  whatsoever."  ''2.  His  Ma- 
'jesty  has  not  decided  the  question,  whether 
'  French  armed  vessels  may  possess  themselves 
•  of  neutral  vessels  going  lo  or  from  England, 
'  although  they  have  no  English  merchandise  on 
'  board."  Why  this  decision  was  delayed,  does 
not  appear.  Probably,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  for  some  favorable  conjuncture,  when 
the  few  French  cruisers  that  could  venture  to  sea 
might  make  a  more  extensive  sweep  of  neutral 
vessels,  thrown  off  their  guard  by  a  temporary 
forbearance. 

Of  these  two  papers  no  secret  was  made;  and 
for  a  plain  reason — that  both  had  been  published 
in  the  newspapers:  the  British  proclamation  at 
full  length,  and  the  essential  part  of  the  letter  of 
the  French  Grand  Judge. 

The  third  paper  was  General  Armstrong's  let- 
ter to  the  French  .Minister,  Champagnv,  simply 
asking  whether  the  Emperor,  by  his  Berlin  de- 
cree, intended  lo  violate  nis  treaty  with  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  the  fourth  paper  was  Cham- 
pagny's  answer,  announcing,  with  the  usual  as- 
surance of  a  French  Minister,  that  it  was  easy  to 
reconcile  the  measures  adopted  under  the  Berlin 
decree  with  the  observance  of  treaties.  I  will 
read  these  two  letters. 

General  Armstrofig's  letter  to  M.  Champagny. 

Pakis,  September  24,  1807. 

^ir  :  I  have  this  moment  learned  that  a  new  and  ex- 
tended construction,  highly  injurious  to  the  commerce 
of  the  United  Stales,  was  about  to  be  given  to  the  Im- 
perial decree  of  the  21  si  of  November  last.  It  is,  there- 
tore,  incumbent  on  me  to  ask  your  Excellency  an  ex- 
planation of  his  Majesty's  views  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  particularly  whether  it  be  his  Majesty's  inten- 
tion, in  any  degree,  to  infract  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  ths 
French  Empire  ? 

I  pray  your  Excellency,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  answer  of  M.  Champagny  to  General  Armstrong, 
dated  October  7,  1807. 

Sir:  You  did  me  the  honor,  on  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, to  request  me  to  send  you  some  explanations  as  to 
the  execution  of  the  decree  of  blockade  of  the  British 
islands,  as  to  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

The  provisions  of  all  the  regulations  and  treaties 
relative  to  a  stale  of  blockade  have  appeared  applicable 
to  the  existing  circumstance ;  and  it  results,  from  the 
explanations  which  have  been  addressed  to  mo  by  the 
Imperial  Procureur  General  of  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
that  His  Majesty  has  considered  every  neutral  vessel 
going  from  English  ports,  with  cargoes  of  English 
merchandise,  or  of  English  origin,  as  lawfully  seizabls 
by  French  armed  vessels. 

The  decree  of  blockade  has  been  now  issued  eleven 
months.  The  principal  Powers  of  Europe,  far  from 
protesting  against  its  provisions,  have  adopted  them. 
They  have  perceived  that  its  execution  must  be  com. 
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•a^i  |o  reconcile  these  measures  with  the  observance 

ties,  espocially  at  a  time  when  the  infractions,  by 

e  rights  of  all  maritime  Powers,  render 

cjmmon,  4nd  tend  to  unite  them  in  the 

ft  of  the  same  cause.     Accept,  Ac. 

I  CHAMPAGNY. 

^re  we  sye  that  Armstrong's  and  Charapag- 
ietters  (ithibit  no  new  source  of  danger  to 
Si'amen,  ships,  and  merchandise;   but.  on  the 
cofltfity,  refer  directly  to  the  Emperor's  decision 
in  fclignier's  letter,  already  published  in  substance, 
ao#Mot  attempted  by  Mr.  Jefferson   to  be  con- 
ceilal.     Why,  then,  did  he  say  that  Armstrong's 
ani  ^hampa^ny's  letters  ought  not   to  be  made 
pufli^,  and.  ivilh  over-abundant  caution,  desire 
thtfriturn  of  them  to  himself?     The   answer  is 
ea*-.-'   Had  the  letters   been   published,  the   bold 
im4o|ture  wi.uld  have  been  detected.     Although 
ihijnjajorities  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  re- 
po-^iv;  a  bliud  confidence  in   Mr.  Jefferson,  did 
no|;inscerQ  the  imposition,  citizens  abroad  would, 
at  in  first  gl.-tnce,  have  discovered  and  denounced 
C;  and  the  nation,  shocked  at   the  con- 
d  mischief,  would  not  have  acquiesced  in 
th(f  ijjeasure.    But  a  mystery  was  thrown  over 
th«    Cransaclipn,   by   the  solemn  withdrawing  of 
the  !(ctwo  harmless  letterii;  which,  it  was  natural 
for  i§e  people  to  suppose. contained  the  evidences 
of    !;«  mighty  dangers  against  which  the  entire 
sh;  I'^ng  up  of  our  ports  was  a  necessary  precau- 
tio  .i  The  project  succeeded;  and  the  people. for 
ne:  r  ^fifteen  inonths.  endured  all   the   evils  and 
losje^  of  a  suspended  commerce  and  navigation, 
wK  c^  had  giieu  employment  and  subsistence   to 
sotj  ,e.4iundre(fe  of  thousands  of  citizens  on   the 
sea;  o^rd.  and'general  prosperity  to   the  country. 
Bu    vfiiat  ought  to  be  the  surprise  of  gentlemen. 
al'l*  ['  all   ihis^-mysterious  secrecy  about   the   two 
let:  iti  of  Arrristrong  and  Champagny.  to   be   in- 
forji/i<id  that,  precisely  three  months  after  passing 
Embargo *aw,  to  wit,  on  the  22d  of  March, 
,';Mr.  Jeft>  rson,  of  his  own  accord,  laid  these 
letters  openly  before  Congress?    But  how? 
y^ed  with  a  mass  of  other  documents  making 
n  printed  volume  of  upwards  of  five  hundred 
sj     And  strangers  would    not   suspect,   nor 
bers  of  Congress  know,  (unless  they  had  good 
ories.)  thjit  the  two  letters  had  any  relation 
e-embaririt. 
liuve  called  the  two  letters  harmless;  and  so 
thej  vere,  as  to  any  indications  of  increased  dan- 
o,  our  si-amen.  ships,  and   merchandise;  but 
in  <  ;h^rapagny's.  may  be  seen  the  latent  cause  of 
the   'mbargo.:   I  have  before   remarked,  that   the 
esst  ](je  and  main  operation  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
dec  iring  the  British  islands  in  a  state  of  blockade, 
wa,  tfte  shutting  up  r.f  the  ports  of  the  European 
cot  ujent  (ihrnce  called  the  continental  system) 
aga  pxt  all  BrUish  ships,  and  against  all  the  man- 
ufa  jqres  and -productions  of  the  British  domin- 
ion    i^n  neutral  ships,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
am  Jl'stroyinj;  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
anii.\viih  ihat^her  naval  power.    And  the  French 
iter  tells  ijeneral  Armstrong,  that  the  princi- 
^wers  of  Europe,  far  from  protesting  against 
r  r  • 
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the  provisions  of  the  Berlin  decree  of  blockade, 
had  adopted  them  ;  and  that  they  had  perceived 
••  that  its  execution  must  be  complete,  to  render  it 
more  effectual."  And  what  was  wanting  to  rea- 
der it  complete  ?  Nothing  but  to  shut  up,  in  like 
manner,  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  be- 
tween which  and  the  British  dominions  commer- 
cial intercourse  was  of  vast  extent,  and  alike  ad- 
vantageous to  both  countries.  And  this  adoption 
and  completion  of  the  French  Emperor's  conti- 
nental system  was  effected  under  the  deceitful 
name  of  embargo. 

I  pray  gentlemen  to  remember,  that  this  em- 
bargo was  recommended  solely  and  absolutely  on 
the  great  and  increasing  dangers  to  our  seamen, 
ships,  and  merchandise,  pretended  to  be  mani- 
fested in  the  four  papers  communicated  with  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Message.  Now.  I  will  show,  from  his 
own  documents,  that  both  he  and  Mr.  Madison 
(then  Secretary  of  State)  knew,  nnd  soon-  after 
acknowledged,  that  no  such  dangers  existed. 

Mr,  Madison,  in  his  letter  of  March  25,  1808, 
(only  three  months  subsequent  to  the  Embargo 
law.)  to  the  British  Minister  here,  Mr.  Erskine, 
referring  to  the  Berlin  decree,  represents  it  as  a 
mere  declaration  of  the  French  Emperor,  either 
without  the  intention  or  without  the  means  to 
carry  it  into  effect  against  the  United  States;  and 
therefore  not  authorizing  the  retaliatory  measure 
of  the  British  Orders  in  Council. 

But  still  earlier,  on  the  Slh  of  February,  1808, 
only  seven  weeks  after  the  embargo  was  imposed, 
Mr.  Madison,  writing  to  General  Armstrong,  and 
pronouncing  the  Berlin  decree,  as  construed  and 
enforced  by  the  Emperor,  to  be  as  well  a  violation 
of  our  treaty  with  France,  as  of  the  incontestable 
principles  of  public  law.  declares — "The  conduct 
'  of  the  French  Government,  in  giving  this  ex- 
'  tended  operation  to  its  decree,  and,  indeed,  in 
'  issuing  one  with  such  an  apparent  or  doubtful 

•  import  against  the  rights  of  the  sea.  is  the  more 
'  extraordinary,  inasmuch  as  the  inability  to  en- 
'  force  it  on  that  element  exhibited   the   measure 

•  in  the  light  of  an  empty  menace." 

And  now.  sir.  who  can  think  with  patience  on 
the  extensive  mischiefs  brought  on  the  people  of 
the  United  States  by  this  embargo,  when  the  Ber- 
lin decree,  in  which  the  alleged  increased  danger 
lay,  was  known,  and  so  soon  after  was  acknow- 
ledged, to  bean  empty  menace,  though  solemnly 
declared  by  Mr.  Jefferson  '•  to  .show  great  and  in- 
crea&ing^danger.s  to  our  vessels,  seamen,  and  mer- 
chandise?" 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  may  be.  as 
It  has  been  said,  that  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  a  principal  cause  of  the  eml)argo ;  but, 
sir,  well  known  facts  and  the  public  documents 
demonstrate  the  assertion  to  be  unfounded.  The 
President,  as  I  have  said,  rested  his  recommenda- 
tion of  an  embargo  solely  on  the  papers  he  com- 
municated; and  in  the  Senate,  (of  which  I  was 
then  a  member.)  while  the  Embargo  bill  was  be- 
fore il,  not  one  word  was  said  of  Bruish  Orders 
in  Council.  Further,  Mr.  Madison  in  bis  letter, 
dated  December  23,  1807,  (the  day  after  the  Em 
bargo  law  was  passed,)  to  Mr.  Pinkney.  (our  Min- 
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ister  in  London,)  says:  *  I  avail  myself  of  the 
'  opportunity  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  Message 
'  from  the  President  to  Congress,  and  their  act  in 

•  pursuance  of  it,  laying  an   immediate  embargo 

•  on  our  vessels  and  exports.     The  policy  and  the 

•  causes  of  the  measure  are  explained  lu  the  Mes- 
'  sage  Itself."  It  is  true,  that  about  two  months 
afterwards,  when  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
had  become  known.  Mr.  Madison  made  some 
change  in  his  language.  It  was  then  convenient 
to  do  so.  In  his  letter  of  February  19,  1808,  to 
Mr.   Pinkney,  he    says:     "My    last,  which  was 

■  committed  to  the  British  packet,  enclosed  a  copy 
'  of  the  act  of  Embargo,  and  explained  the  policy 

•  of  the  measure  ;"  artfully  omitting  "  causes."  and 
adding,   "among  the   considerations   which  en- 

•  forced  it,  was  the  probability  of  such  decrees  as 

•  were  issued  by  the  British  Government  on  the 
'  11th  of  November;  the  language  of  the  British 
'  gazettes,  with  other  indications,  having  left  little 

•  doubt  that  such  were  meditated."  But.  sir,  this 
was  an  afterthought,  eagerly  laid  hold  on  by  the 
advocates  of  the  Administration  to  appease  the 
growing  discontents  of  the  people,  suffering  under 
a  total  interdict  of  their  commerce,  without  any 
known  cause.  To  put  this  miserable  pretence  at 
rest,  I  will  recur,  in  confirmation  of  the  evidence 
I  have  already  given,  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  made  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  22d  of  November,  1808, 
of  which  Mr,  George  W.  Campbell  (now  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury)  was  the  chairman.  In  that 
report  the  committee,  endeavoring  to  repel  the 
charge  of  acquiescence  in  the  unlawful  aggres- 
sions of  eitlier  France  or  England,  say  :  "  The 
'  Milan  decree  of  December,  1807.  can  still  less  rest 

•  for  its  defence  on  the  supposed  acquiescence  of 

•  the  United  States  in  the  British  orders  of.  the 
'  preceding  month,  since  those  orders,  which  have 

■  not  certainly  been  acquiesced  in,  were  not  even 

•  known  in  America  at  the  dale  of  the  decree." 
Now.  the  decree  of  Milan  was  issued  in  Italy  by 
the  French  Emperor,  on  the  17th  of  December, 
1807  ;  and  it  was  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day, 
in  this  city,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  to 
Congress  the  laying  of  the  embargo.  It  was 
grounded,  as  I  have  shown,  solely  on  the  papers 
communicated  with  this  Message  ;  three  of  which, 
and  the  only  ones  which  presented  even  the 
semblance  of  danger,  had  recently  arrived  from 
France.  I  maj^fuention  another  fact  corroborat- 
ing the  evidence  that  the  embargo  was  laid  in 
concert  with  the  French  Government,  or  in  con- 
formity with  Its  views.  Letters  were  received 
in  America,  from  merchants  in  Holland,  staling 
that  General  Armstrong  had  said  that  a  general 
embirgo  would  take  place  in  the  United  Slates 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  Revenge.  And 
the  fact  was,  (as  I  have  before  staled.)  that  in 
four  days  after  the  despatches  by  the  Revenge 
had  reached  Washington,  the  embargo  was  rec- 
ommended. Slill  further,  we  know  that  the 
French  Emperor  '"applauded  the  embargo."*  and 

•  Letter  of  AugTist  5,  1810,  from  the  French  Minis- 
ter, tlie  Duke  of  Cadore,  to  General  Armstrong. 


that  he  issued  his  Bayonne  decree  April  17, 1808, 
directing  all  American  vessels  which  should 
thereafter  come  into  any  of  the  ports  of  France 
to  be  seized  ;  because  no  vessel  of  the  United 
States  could  then  navigate  the  seas  without  vio- 
lating the  Embargo  law.  And  thus  while  he,  so 
well  pleased  with  ihe  embargo,  as  it  came  in  aid 
of,  and  rendered  complete,  his  continental  system, 
issued  a  decree  to  assist  in  carrying  it  into  per- 
fect execution,  our  Administration.*  directing 
General  Armstrong  to  "  remonstrate  against  the 
injustice  and  illegality  of  the  French  decree" 
( that  of  Berlin,  for  the  Milan  decree  had  not  then 
reached  America)  suggested,  that  the  embargo 
would  be  continued  until  the  Berlin  decree  should 
be  repealed  !  This  farce  might  amuse,  but  for  the 
serious  and  extensive  mischiefs  which  flowed 
from  it. 

But  it  has  been  said  that,  prior  to  the  embargo, 
there  were  rumors  and  newspaper  reports  of  or- 
ders contemplated  by  the  British  Government, 
like  those  issued  in  November.  1807.  And  did 
ever  an  intelligent  legislator  think  of  taking  ru- 
mors and  newspaper  reports  for  the  foundation  of 
a  law ;  especially  of  a  law  which  shut  up  the  ports 
and  interdicted  the  commerce  of  the  whole  na- 
tion— a  commerce  the  second  only  in  the  world 
for  its  extent?  The  pretence  is  as  shameful  as  it 
is  ridiculous. 

One  more  remark:  The  embargo  law  was  un- 
limited in  the  terms  of  its  duration,  and  doubtless 
was  intended,  by  its  projector,  to  be  commensu- 
rate in  length  of  time  with  the  French  Emperor's 
continental  system  ;  ihat  is,  with  the  continuance 
of  the  Euroi)ean  war;  by  ihe  termination  of 
which,  iiad  the  people  suffered  the  embargo  to 
remain,  we  should  have  had  neither  seamen, 
ships,  nor  merchandise.  And  this,  probably,  was 
the  wished  for  consummalion;  for.  in  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Notes  on  Virginia,  after  a  plausible  flourish 
on  commerce,  and  a  navy  for  its  protection,  he 
says:  ''Perhaps,  to  remove  as  much  as  possible 
■  the  occasions  of  making  war.  it  might  be  better 

•  for  us  to  abandon  the  ocean  altogether,  that  be- 
'  ing  the  element  whereon  we  shall  be  principally 
'  exposed  to  jostle  with  other  nations;  to  leave 

•  to  others  to  bring  what  we  shall  want,  and  to 
'  carry  what  we  can  spare.  This  would  make  us 
'  invulnerable  to  Europe,  by  offering  none  of  our 
'  properly  to  their  prize,  and  would  turn  all  our 
'  citizens  to  the  cultivation  of  the  earth."  "  It 
'  might  be  lime  enough  to  seek  employment  for 
'  the.Ti  at  sea  when  the  land  no  longer  offers  it." 

I  have  gont  back  to  the  embargo,  because, 
though  it  was  not  the  first  attempt  to  interrupt  a 
friendly  and  useful  intercourse  with  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  yet  it  was  the  first  great  measure  levelled 
against  her.  and  against  our  own  commerce  and 
prosperity.  It  was  the  first  great  link  in  that 
chain  of  ruinous  measures  with  which  we  have 
been  bound  for  the  last  six  years,  and  the  fruitful 
source  of  all  the  evils  with  which  we  have  been 
afiiicted ;    it   produced   non-mtercourse,   non-im- 

•  Mr.  Madison's  letter  to  General  Armstrong,  dated 
February  8,  1808. 
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p.>tiitioD.  and  war.  For  the  embarijo  having  f  date  the  17th  of  September,  1812,  purporting  to 
fff  imposed  (as  [  have  demonstrated)  m  concert  '  recite  a  conversation  between  him  and  Lord  Cas- 
jlt  or  in  subserviency  to  France,  could  not  be  tiereagh,  in  which  Mr.  Russell  says:  '-As  to  the 
ti|doned  without  so 


uirifl  our  ports,  was  ( 
riivi  The  jKirts,  thei 
V(#s<fls  permitted  to  d 


some  substitute.  And  this 
{jlie  non  intercourse  law.  The  people  being 
IliDg  to  submit  any  longer  to  the  continental 
;4m.  which,  having  for  fourteen  months  shut 
41  our  ports,  was  driving  them  10  beggary  and 
lerefore,  were  opened,  and  our 
depart,  and  carry  with  them 
01"  ^^roductujns  and  merchandise  to  all  countries, 
extept  those  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  and 
tbl)*  dependencies.  The  effect  of  this  absurd 
lyure  (orijinatiue  partly  in  the  pride  of  the 
iiiiaistratifn,  who  had  relied  so  much  on  the 
,-ifcy  of  th»ir  restrictive  energies)  was  seriously 
|r;ious  to  ■)urselve$,  by  compelling  our  mer- 
''Jls  to  send  their  cargoes  to  other  countries 
h:  those  where  they  were  chiefly  to  be  con-  1 
suffi.^d.  I 

lis  absurd  non-intercourse  law,  though  per- 

fe«Slf  acquiesced  in  by  Great  Britain,  was  used 

H^e  French  Emperor  (whom  in  construction 


'supposed  ignorance  in  America  of  the  revoca- 
'  tion  o(  the  Orders  in  Council,  at  the  time  my  in- 

•  structions  were  dated.  I   observed,  that   if  this 

•  ignorance  did  in  fact  exist,  yet,  from  certain  ex- 

•  pressions  in   those  instructions,  an  expectation 

•  of  such  a  measure  seems  to  have  been  confident- 
■  ly  entertained,  and  the  Orders  in  Council  ap- 
'  peared  no  longer  to  form  an  obstacle  to  a  recon- 

•  ciliation.''  Now,  the  first  instructions  here  re- 
ferred to,  are  dated  only  eight  days  after  the  war 
was  declared  !  And  yet  neither  the  want  of 
troops,  nor  the  want  of  money  to  support  them, 
nor  any  other  considerations,  could  prevail  on  the 
Government  to  postpone  the  declaration,  even  for 
a  very  short  period,  though  strenuously  urged, 
particularly  by  Mr.  Bayard^in  the  Senate. 

That  this  war  was  declared  (as  the  unlimited 
embargo  had  been  enacted)  in  concert  and  co- 
operation with  France,  a  long  train  of  proceed- 
inffs.  gradually  preparing  the  public  mind  for  that 


by^.  .  . _  . 

ar^  airactice  \i  was  really  lutended  to  favor)  as  a  result,  leave  little  room  to  doubt.  The  time,  too, 
pr^ijnce  for, the  decree  of  Rambouillet.  under  which  was  chosen  for  the  declaration  confirms 
WB^t^  American  property,  to  the  amount  of  some  the  opinion  of  such  concert  and  co-operation  ;  for 
m*it>ns  of  dollars,  was  seized  in  the  ports  of  it  coincided  with  the  movements  of  the  French 
F:|f/tee  and  her  dependencies,  and  confiscated  ;  army  for  the  invasion  of  Russia:  and  this  new 
wlL-  all  American  property  in  Engli>h  ports  re-  :  war  would  naturally  divert  a  part  of  the  naval  and 
milled  perffctly  secure:  for  the  non-intercourse  i  military  forcesof  Great  Britain  from  a  prosecution 
lav^  Hself  expired  at  the  end  of  the  succeeding  j  of  the  war  against  Bonaparte  in  Europe,  to  the 
se*ion  of  Congress,  which  was  the  2Sth  of  June,  |  protection  of  her  own  territories  in  America.  But 
18(  •)*;  after  which  American  vessels  resorted  free- 
ly [ci  English  ports,  some  to  French  ports,  and 
EQ^i  if  to  the  ports  of  the  dependencies  of  France. 
wl,  oh  gave  the  opportunity  to  the  French  Em 
pei  ■*  to  mako  the  exlensive  seizures  I  have  men- 


tio 


an 


di.     Th«  like  difference  of  conduct  was  ex- 


,  there  is  direct  evidence  that  the  Minister  of  the 

I  United  States  in  Pans  (Mr.  Barlow)  knew  that 

war  would  take  place  between  the  United  States 

\  and  Great  Britain,  long   before  the   news  of  it 

could  have  travelled  from  America  to  France. 

"li'i"      ~"   ..-o^*  Congress  declared  war  against  Great  Britain 

hil5iS?d  on  tl'e  ocean.  By  British  armed  ships  our  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812.  In  that  Summer,  Cap- 
m.>^r|liant  vessels  (not  destined  to  French  ports)  ,  tain  John  White,  of  Salem,  master  of  a  ship  then 
wrJ^i  convoyed  and  guarded;  while,  by  the  in  one  of  the  French  ports,  was  in  Paris,  and  there 
Ft*,ti:h  cruisers,  ihey  were  burnt,  or  captured,  Mr.  Barlow  told  him  that  this  war  would  take 
-"flamed  in  and  condemned.(7)  ;  place.   The  information  is  stated  in  a  letter  which 

J  je  non-iiuercourse  law  being  about  to  expire,  I  hold  in  rav  hand,  from  a  gentleman  of  rcputa- 
|^|er  law  was  introduced  and  enacted,  giving  ,  tion,  who  tdok  it  from  the  mouths  of  his  lather 
"  ^r  to  the  President  to  revive  the  most  mate-  '  and   his    father's 


partner  in  trade,  (gentlemen 
whom  I  have  known  these  forty  years,  and  who 
are  entitled  to  full  credit.)  who  derived  their  in- 
formation from  Henry  White,  a  brother  of  Cap- 
tain John  White.    Those  two  merchants  meeting 

^  .  _  Henry  White,  (they  think  a  little  after  the  war 

up3a.ihe  prelpended  repeal  of  the  P  rench  decrees ;    took  place,)  stopped  to  talk  with  him:  '-Amonir 


•^ctions  of  the  nan-intercourse  law;  one  be 
l|iat  of  non-importation,  against  either  of  the 
tw^  Jreat  belligerents  who  should  not  revoke  his 
dei>.jes  or  orders  when  revoked  by  the  other. 
Arylkhis   power  wa  .  exercised  against  England 


;ijwiuci5  141  v^uuui.  II — muse  uruers  wiiicn  Were 
;l*  a  chieficause  fur  declaring  war;  and  the 
;>4ation  oflwhich.  had  the  knowledge  arrived 
rile,  woulil,  as  the  honorable  Speaker  has  ad- 


ahtotaigh,  as  ♦oon  as  was  practicable  after  their 
ac^^  repeal,  the  British  Government  revoked 
thi^rtorders  iji  Council — those  orders  which  were 
m;%l«  a  chieficause  fur  decl 
Te\ 

in  |ri| 

nnJl»«J,  have  jrevented  the  declaration.  But  their 
revi*  cation  ws^s  expected  by  our  Administration; 
an.^  Iherefor^  it  was.  unquestionably,  that  the 
der^sAation  o|  war  was  hastened — was  precipi- 
tai^J-lest  th*  news  of  the  revocation  should  ar- 
rivj.  Ind  prevent  it.  The  evidence  that  the  rev- 
oc;^iKn  was  si)  expected,  appears  in  a  letter  from 
Mi;  l^ussell   ti)  the  Secretary  of  State,   bearing 


M 


'  other  questions  they  asked  him.  if  he  did  not  ex- 

•  pect  his  brother  from  France  soon  ?     No,  says 

•  Mr.  White,  and  immediately  of  his  own  accord, 
'  mentioned  his  reason  ;  which  was.  that  they 
'  (the  owners  of  the  ship  commanded  by  John 
'  White,  of  whom   Henry  White  was  one)  had 

•  just  received  a  letter  from  his  brother  John,  in- 
'  forming  them  that  he  had  been  assured  by  Mr. 
'  Barlow,  that  there  would  be  war  between  the 
'  United  States  and   England   immediately,  and 

•  this  would  probably  detain  him  (Captain  White) 

•  in  France,  till  he  could  proceed  with  more  safe- 
■  ty  than  at  that  season  of^the  year.     He  request- 

•  ed  them  in  his  letter  to  endeavor  to  get  him  ex- 
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'  changed  as  soon  as  pos.sible,  in  case  he  should 

•  be  taken." 

I  shall  now.  Mr.  Chairman,  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  lmpre»»ment$. 

The  gentletnan  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoun.)  with  his  usual  courtesy  of  language, 
said,  that,  "  to  the  shame  of  gentlemen  in  the  Op- 
'  position,  they  tried  to  diminish  the  number  of 
'  impressed  seamen;  that  gentlemen  most  nearly 

•  concerned  in  the  protection  of  seamen  wereop- 
'  posed  to  the  mea.sures  of  Government  intended 

•  for  their  relief,  and  felt  less  sympathy  for  our 
'  seafaring  citizens  than  those  who  had  no  imrae- 
'  diate  connexion  with  them."  These  are  very 
extraordinary  charges,  and  the  supposition  is  so 
unnatural,  that  those  whose  fathers,  sons,  and 
brothers  are  exposed  to  impressments,  should  feel 
less  sympathy  for  them  than  was  felt  by  gentle- 
men from  the  interior,  and  who  never  saw  a  sailor 
or  ship  till  they  came  to  this  city,  that  the  gen- 
tleman ought  to  have  paused  before  he  brought 
this  accusation  against  us — he  ought  to  have 
doubted  its  correctness.  We  do  feel  for  our  sea- 
faring brethren  as  we  ought,  but  have  no  purpose 
to  answer  by  gross  exaggerations  of  the  numbers 
impressed;  we  wish  to  come  at  the  truth  of  facts. 
That  there  should  exist  such  superior  and  extreme 
sensibility  for  impressed  seamen,  among  those  who 
have  no  immediate  connexion  with  them,  is,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  incredible;  we  are  author- 
ized to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  such  professions, 
and  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Calhodn)  who  allows 
himself  to  call  the  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  a  ''factious  opposition,"  must  excuse  me 
if  I  say  that  1  do  not  believe  those  professions  to 
be  sincere. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  said,  that  "  if  the  facts  and  nature  of 
'  the  case  were  not  disguised,  there  would  be  but 
'  one  mind  among  the  people."  Here  I  am  hap- 
py to  agree  with  the  gentleman.  The  subject 
has  indeed  been  disguised,  but  not  by  us.  I  will 
strip  it  of  its  disguise,  by  which  the  people  have 
been  deceived,  and  endeavor  to  present  it  in  the 
simple  garb  of  truth. 

British  impressments  of  American  seamen  have 
constituted  a  subject  of  discussion  between  the 
two  Governments  for  more  than  twenty  years — 
yet  no  practical  remedy,  satisfactory  to  both,  has 
yet  been  discovered.  This  proves  that  the  ques- 
tion involves  great  intrinsic  difficulties.  But 
these  proceed  from  the  novelty  of  our  condition — 
a  part  broken  off  from  a  nation  speaking  the 
same  language — the  division  and  separation  of 
children  of  the  same  family,  and  not  from  the 
general  nature  of  impressment,  when  one  nation 
lakes  its  own  seamen  from  the  merchant  vessels 
of  neutrals  speaking  different  languages.  The 
right  of  every  maritime  nation  thus  to  take  away 
its  own  subjects,  must  rest  on  the  principle  of 
allegiance,  which  all  men  owe  to  the  country  in 
which  they  were  born.  The  practice  of  the  two 
great  maritime  nations  of  Europe.  England  and 
France,  I  will  now  exhibit  to  the  Committee  from 
the  pamphlet  I  hold  in  my  hand,  entitled  '-Per- 
petual War,  the  policy  of  Mr.  Madison."     This 


pamphlet  was  written  by  a  gentleman  whom  I 
well  know  ;  a  gentleman  distinguished  for  his 
learning  and  abilities,  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
common  law  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  not 
less  distinguished  for  his  integrity  and  patriotism. 
Sir,  I  think  myself  honored  when  I  call  this  gen- 
tleman my  friend.  On  the  diligence  of  research 
and  accuracy  of  quotation  by  such  a  man  we  may 
confidently  rely. 

On  the  practice  of  Great  Britain  he  says — 
'•  The  first  instruction  I  have  met  with,  was  one 
issued  by  the  Earl  of  Northumberland.  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  England,  to  Sir  John  Pennington, 
dated  April  4.  1640:" 

"As  you  meet  with  any  men  of  war,  merchants,  or 
other  ships  or  vessels,  belonging  to  any  foreign  Prince 
or  State,  either  at  sea  or  in  any  road  where  you  or  any 
of  His  Majesty's  fleet  may  happen  to  come,  you  are  to 
send  to  see  whether  there  be  any  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jectti  on  board ;  and  if  any  seamen,  gunners,  pilots,  or 
mariners  (whether  English,  Scotch,  or  Irish)  be  found 
on  board,  you  are  to  cause  such  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects to  be  taken  forth,  and  so  disposed  of  as  they  be 
forthcoming  to  answer  their  contempt  of  His  Majesty '• 
proclamation  in  that  kind." 

The  writer  here  remarks,  that  ''by  the  procla- 
•  mation  here  spoken  of,  is  intended  the  usual 
'  proclamation  issued  by  all  Sovereigns,  in  the 
'present  war — by  France,  Denmark,  Spain,  and 
'  England — ordering  home  all  their  seamen  from 
'  the  service  of  foreign  States,  neutral  as  well  ai 
'  belligerent."     He  continues — 

"The  above  cited  instruction  was  repeatedly  carried 
into  effect,  and  the  particular  cases  are  cited  by  writers 
on  tills  subject.  In  a  very  famous  cate  in  the  year 
1687,  four  Scotchmen  and  a  boy  were  taken  out  of  a 
Dutch  ship  of  war;  and  complaint  having  been  made 
by  the  Dutch  Government,  it  was  referred  to  the  Judge 
of  Admiralty,  Sir  Richard  Raines.  The  memorial  com- 
plained that  this  practice  might  be  inconvenient  to 
foreign  ships  in  stress  of  weather,  and  would  hinder 
merchant  Khips  in  their  voyages,  &c.  To  which  Sir 
Richard  Raines  replied,  'As  if  His  Majesty  must  be 
deprived  of  the  use  of  his  own  subjects  for  his  own  ex- 
peditions, that  foreigners  might  use  them  for  theirs." 

The  pamphlet  goes  on — 

"  We  find  that  the  same  claims,  the  same  objections, 
and  the  same  rational  and  just  answers,  were  made  in 
the  reign  of  James  II.,  as  at  the  present  day.  In  the 
reign,  however,  of  Charles  II.,  great  complaints  having 
been  made  of  the  search  of  foreign  ships  of  war,  the 
instructions  were  modified  so  as  only  to  include  mer- 
chant vessels ;  and  the  instructions  and  practice  have 
continued  the  same  from  that  period  to  the  present." 

It  appears  that  these  instructions  have  been  ex- 
ecuted, both  against  the  Dutch  and  F'rench.  and 
have  been  issued  to  every  officer,  in  every  war, 
for  nearly  two  hundred  years;  and  the  writers 
who  .^peak  of  the  right  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
call  It  an  ancient  and  acknowledged  right. 

The  practice  of  Imprestment  by  France. — The 
writer  of  the  pamphlet  says — 

"  The  authority  I  shall  cite  will  be  Mons.  Le  Beau, 
now  superintendent  in  Paris  of  the  details  of  the  liwa 
relative  to  the  marine  and  the  colonies.  I  have,  how- 
ever, in  every  case,  taken,  not  the  inferences  of  Mr. 
Lo  Beau,  but  the  laws  and  ordinances  themselvea." 
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aw8  of  France,   ever  since  the  reign  of 
all  French  seamen  are  claAseii ;  and  there 

kf^  regular  utBcers  appointed  to  enrol  and  license  them. 

rViihout  sir;;h  an  enrolment  no  man  can  exercise  even 

{■■i.*  boat  or  Jishing  navigation." 
^'  By  an  4dict  of  February,  1650,  ail  masters  of  ve«- 
^,  being 'French  subjects,  are  forbidden,  whether 
ti|y  are  dojjniciliated  in  France  or  not,  that  is,  whether 
ify  have  a'quired  another  domicil  or  home  in  a  for- 
iqn  country  or  not,  to  take  commissions  from,  or  use 
w  other  flng  than  that  of  France,  under  the  penalty 
t>fy>eing  treated  a^  pirates." 

t  •'By  an  C/Jict  of  August,  1676,  the  pain  of  death, 
lil^ich  had  l»ecn  before  inflicted  on  all  the  subjects  of 
■  mnce  fou.'td  in  the  service  of  foreign  States  or  Prin- 
was  chtnged  for  that  of  service  in  the  galleys  for 


II, 


^  By  an  ulict  of  October,  1784,  it  is  provided,  that 

'riy  classed  ^4eamen   who  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be 

liiid  servii  g  in  any  foreign  ships,  shall  be  sentenced 

»  pfleen  days  confinement,  and  reduced  to  the  lowest 

a«e8,  and  ithall  serve  two  years  extraordinary  at  the 

est  rate  ;.but  those  who  in  time  of  war  shall  be  ar- 

ed  in  forlign  ships,  or  passing  into  foreign  coun- 

^ifc,  shall  b*5  sentenced  to  three  yeara  service  in  the 

Jli|ey8."' 

he  writ^T  of  the  pamphlet,  after  showing  that  [ 
oce,  litre  England,  mainiaios,  in  respect  to 
hi  native  subjects,  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  al-  ' 
gjjaace.  ci<ncludes  with  stating  one  out  of  many 
(^4^s  in  which  France  has  carried  these  princi- 
mf$  into  effi'ct  on  the  seas: 

f  '^la  the  year  1806  Admiral  Willaumcz,  in  a  French 
i]^i,>  called  ibc  Foudroyanl,  met    with  an   American 
ii^j  and  forcibly  took  out   four  French  seamen,  who 
tp  entered   .n  this  country.     Not  content  with  ira- 
e«3Uig  ihev.i,    he   wrote  as  follows  to  General  Tur- 
r^  1,  Ambassador  of  France: 

i"»My  Lord— I  have  just  apprehended  four  seamen, 
c  .sorters  from  the  Valeureuse  frigate,  whom  I  found 
(,  I  !)oard  an  ^American  brig,  where  they  had  engaged 
'«  I  seventeen  Jollars  a  month.  Now,  sir,  if  you  can 
f  c<eed  in  (naking  the  American  Uovernuient  pay 
(I  |Vfn  a  compensation  for  thus  seducing  our  seamen, 
>  u  will  pun.>8h  it  in  a  manner  it  feels  most,  its  avarice, 
a  I  rhose  peo^e  have  been  for  three  years  seducing  our 
l^s|  men  fro:n  us." 

?[aving.Mr. Ciiairmao,  exhibited  the  evidences 
he  long  establl^hed  practice  of  impressment 
I  I  .the   two  great  nations  with  whom  our  rela- 
t§)i«is  are  th-.'  most  luteresting,  and  mentioned  the 
r,eral  principle  on  which  that  practice  is  found- 
,i  will  consider  its  application  to  the  United 
iJtes  in  rdation  to  Great  Britain. 
That  the^-ight  of  any  Sovereign  in  Europe,  to 
t^ke  his  natural  born  subjects  found  on  board  neu- 
tSit  raerchuat  vessels,  should  not  there  have  been 
(i(tetioned,is  tci^^e  accounted  for  from  the  simple  t 
l^t,  that  the  doctrine  of  allegiance,  on  which  the 
r/fjit  of  such  taking  or  impressing  is  founded,  is 
D*t||itse  If  called  in  question.     And  the  eierciseof  ] 
titj  right  was  not  attended  with  any  difficulty  ;  i 
L  >c«use,  the  nations  of  Europe  speaking  different 
Ij  fl^uages,  It  was  easy  to  distinguish  the  subjects 
jach,  and  thus  to  avoid  the  mistakes  and  hard- 
li-ps  of  which  we  complaiu.     The  principle  of  i 
1-fgiance.  and  the  long  usage  of  the  European  1 


ci 
s 


nations,  have  constituted  the  law  on  this  :>ubjec(; 
and  by  maintaining  our  connexion  with  that  civil- 
ized portion  of  the  world,  and  in  forming  a  part 
of  that  society  of  nations,  we  mu.st  consent  to  be 
governed  by  its  public  law.  The  division  and 
separation  of  one  people,  and  so  forming  two  na- 
tions speaking  the  same  language,  can  make  no 
change  in  the  nature  of  things  ;  and  it  as  little 
comports  with  decency  as  with  reason,  that  be- 
cause we  at  present  suffer  some  inconvenience 
from  it,  we  should  demand  that  this  general  law 
of  nations  should  be  abolished.  As  the  British 
right  of  impressing  their  native  subjects  from 
neutral  merchant  vessels  is  incontrovertible,  so  is 
ours  ;  and  that  Government  has  publitJy  declared, 
that  we  have  the  same  right  to  lake  our  native 
seamen  from  her  merchant  vessels  that  she  claims 
and  exercises  in  taking  hers  from  our  merchant 
vessels. 

What  then  is  to  be  done?  A  new  case  has  oc- 
curred— an  evil  has  arisen  out  of  it — and  a  remedy 
is  wanting  ;  but,  after  more  than  twenty  years  of 
claims,  discussions,  and  negotiations,  a  remedy 
has  not  yet  been  found;  and  because  it  is  not 
lound,  our  Government  makes  war  on  Great  Brit- 
ain to  compel  her  to  abandon  an  incontrovertible 
right,  or  to  discontinue  its  exercise  in  a  manner 
equivalent  to  such  abandonment!  There  can  be 
no  remedy  but  that  which  shall  result  from  nego- 
tiations fairly  conducted,  and  with  a  Mncere  de- 
sire to  provide  a  new  rule  adapted  to  this  new 
case;  and  until  that  be  discovered.  Great  Britaia 
will  neither  abandon  the  right  nor  suspend  the 
practice. 

We  may  now,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  hope,  with 
clearer  views,  examine  the  conduct  of  our  Gov- 
ernment on  this  difficult  subject. 

Mr.  Madison  has  maintained  the  position,  that 
although  the  law  of  nations  allows  a  belligerent 
to  enter  and  search  neutral  vessels  for  the  persons 
and  property  of  enemies,  yet  that  it  does  not  per- 
mit him  to  enter  and  search  the  same  vessels  for 
his  own  subjects  and  his  own  property. 

I  have  already  attempted,  and  1  hope  success- 
fully, to  show  why  no  positive  rule  in  this  case 
has  been  found  in  writers  on  the  law  of  nations ; 
because  the  right  being  unquestioned,  no  positive 
explicit  rule  was  necessary.  In  a  case  so  clear, 
■•  reason,  whose  authority  i.-.  of  so  much  weight  ia 
the  law  of  nations,"  was  a  sufficient  guide." 

But.  after  admitting  the  right  of  a  belligerent 
to  enter  and  search  neutral  vessels  on  the  high 
seas,  and  to  lake  away  the  persons  and  property 
of  his  enemies,  would  it  not  seem  strange  if  he 
had  no  right  to  enter  and  search  and  take  away 
what,  without  question,  was  his  own  ?  Why  is 
he  allowed  to  take  his  enemies  and  their  prop- 
erly 1  Because  he  has  a  right,  and  it  is  bis  duty, 
to  lessen  their  power  and  means  of  continuing 
the  war.  But  of  how  much  more  value  is  a  sub- 
ject who  will  actively  contribute  to  carry  on  the 
war,  than  the  person  of  an  enemy  who  must  be 
supported  at  great  expense,  and  require,  as  guards, 
the  subjects  who  would  otherwise  be  employed 
in  the  field  or  on  shipboard  in  reducing  the  ene- 
my's power  ?    The  ocean  is  nature's  vast  com- 
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mon,  where  all  nations  have  the  right  to  enter  ; 
where  all  have  equal  jurisdiction  ;  and  where 
each  has  the  right  to  search  for  and  take  his  own, 
whether  persons  or  property.  This,  to  unadul- 
terated reason,  seems  s>o  plain,  that  to  deny  it 
must  shock  the  common  sense  of  mankind. 

It  is  also  said,  that  a  belligerent  who  enters  on 
board  a  neutral  merchant  vessel  to  search  for  and 
take  his  own  subjects  and  their  properly,  violates 
the  sovereignty  of  the  neutral  nation  ;  and  that 
to  submit  to  it,  would  be  to  surrender  its  inde- 
pendence. If  there  can  be  any  violation  of  sov- 
ereignty and  independence  in  this  case,  it  must 
be  by  the  entry  and  starch,  and  not  by  doing  that 
for  which  alone  the  entry  and  search  take  place. 
But  as  the  entry  and  search  in  one  case  is  not  im- 
agined to  violate  the  sovereignly  and  independ- 
ence of  the  neutral,  neither  can  it  in  the  other. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  native  American 
seamen  on  board  British  armed  ships,  since  the 
war.  I  think  it  probable  that  as  many  native  Brit- 
ish seamen  have  serjred  on  board  our  own.  I 
have  received  information  entitled  to  credit,  that 
about  half  the  crew  of  the  Constitution,  when 
she  took  the  British  frigate  Java,  were  of  foreign 
origin,  British,  Dan^.  Swedes.  &,c..  and  that  half, 
or  rather  more  than  half  of  the  foreigners  were 
English,  Scotch,  and  Irish.  Although  British 
seamen,  in  order  to  get  protections  and  employ- 
ment in  American  vessels,  do  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clare themselves  to  be  Americans,  yet  the  natural 
frankness  of  a  sailor,  and  many  circumstances 
difficult  to  be  long  concealed,  discover,  in  the 
course  of  a  voyage,  to  what  country  he  belongs. 
There  is  nothing  very  extraordinary  in  British 
seamen  serving  in  our  ships.  I  well  remember 
in  our  Revolutionary  war.  having  understood 
that  many  British  seamen  entered  on  board  our 
private  armed  vessels,  and  that  an  experienced 
British  sailor  for  the  important  station  of  boat- 
swain was  then  deemed  a  great  acquisition. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  his  letter  of  January  5.  1804, 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  (then  our  Minister  in  London.) 
supposes,  very  preposterously,  that  of  the  seamen 
impressed  from  American  vessels,  very  few  were 
British  subjects  ;  because  of  the  applications  made 
to  the  Ministers  and  agents  of  the  United  Stales, 
in  London,  to  obtain  their  release,  only  about  one- 
twentieth  were  detained  as  real  British  subjects. 
But  in  cases  that  were  clear,  as  the  greatest  part 
must  have  been,  as  to  real  British  subjects  im- 
pressed, no  such  applications  would  be  made. 
British  naval  officers,  well  acquainted  as  they 
mubt  be  with  the  manner  of  speaking  peculiar  to 
the  Scotch  and  Irish,  and  to  Englishmen  in  many 
parts  of  England,  where  their  speech  has  pe- 
culiarities almost  as  distinct  as  those  of  the 
Scotch  and  Irish,  would  seldom  fail  to  distin- 
guish all  these  from  native  Americans.  The 
•■  twentieth  part,'"  therefore,  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Madison  detained  as  British  subjects,  (being,  by 
his  statement.  102  out  of  2.059  who  had  been  im- 
pressed from  1793,  when  the  war  between  Eng- 
land and  France  commenced,  to  September,  1801.) 
must  have  consisted  of  those  few  who  had  the 
coofideoce  to  declare  themselves  to  be  Americai^s, 


and  hoped  to  escape  detection.  Of  that  whole 
number,  he  .says  1,142  had  been  discharged,  or  or- 
dered to  be  so,  as  not  being  British  subjects.  Dis- 
charges of  some  others  had  been  previously  ob- 
tained on  the  applications  of  our  Ministers,  Mr. 
Pinkney  and  Mr.  King. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  present  to  the  Com- 
mittee a  train  of  facts  which  must  convince  every 
candid  mind,  that  the  accounts  of  the  numbers  of 
impressed  native  American  seamen  have  been 
vastly  exaggerated;  and  that  instead  of  six  thou- 
sand and  upwards,  according  to  the  official  state- 
ments, probably  not  as  many  hundreds  were  then 
held  under  impressments. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  exhibit  the  evidence  in 
my  possession,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  inform  ihe 
Committee,  that  an  attempt  was  made  in  Massa- 
chusetts to  ascertain,  by  official  investigations, 
the  number  of  seamen  belonging  to  that  State 
who  had  been  or  were  then  imprest^ed  by  Great 
Britain.  France,  or  any  foreign  Power,  by  requir- 
ing the  selectmen  and  assessors  of  the  several 
towns,  districts,  and  plantations,  to  examine  and 
make  returns  thereof,  to  be  laid  before  the  Legis- 
lature. For  this  purpose  a  resolve  was  passed  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  but  was  rejected 
by  the  Senate  of  that  State.  The  members  of 
the  latter  body  had  been  elected  in  the  Gerry- 
mander districts  into  which  the  Stale  had  been 
formed,  unconstitutionally,  and  in  open  outrage 
of  all  the  regular  institutions  and  arrangements 
of  the  State  from  its  foundation,  and  of  that  or- 
der and  decorum  which  had  distinguished  the 
country  from  the  early  .settlement  of  the  province. 
Every  gentleman,  it  is  presumed,  now  under- 
stands the  meaning  of  the  word  Gerrymander, 
first  applied  in  Massachusetts  to  a  district  mon- 
strously distorted,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
elections  suited  to  the  views  of  the  then  tempo- 
rarily dominant  party.  Mr.  Gerry  (now  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Slates)  being  then  the 
Governor,  and  approving  of  the  act,  the  monster 
was  called  after  him,  the  Gerrymander.  Other 
districts  were  similarly  distorted,  and  the  ex- 
pected effi'Ct  ensued.  Of  forty  Senators  to  be 
chosen  in  a  State  decidedly  Federal,  twenty-nine 
were  Democrats.  It  was  this  Democratic  ma- 
jorily,  in  their  political  year  1812-'13,  which 
negatived  the  resolve  I  have  mentioned,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  discovery  of  the  truth  relative  to 
impressments — the  purposes  of  the  party  being 
better  promoted  by  shutting  ihe  light  from  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  and  talking  of  thousands  of 
impressed  seamen,  when  the  probability  was  that 
the  number  was  comparatively  small. 

Although  disappointed  in  their  fair  attempt  to 
ascertain,  by  official  returns,  the  precise  number 
of  seamen  in  the  whole  State  who  had  been  im- 
pressed, whether  natives  or  foreigners,  and  of  the 
latter,  to  what  nations  ihey  belonged ;  the  meas- 
ure adopted  by  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  enabled  them  to  exhibit  a  body 
of  facts  from  which  a  tolerably  correct  opinion 
might  be  formed  of  the  whole  number  of  im- 
pressed seamen,  not  of  the  seaports  only,  but  of 
all  the  towns  (which  there  mean  townships)  and 
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peaces  in  the  State.  Their  report  to  the  House 
/'hold  in  ray  hand.  Annexed  to  it  are  fifty  depo- 
v(tioDs  relative  to  impressments,  by  merchants, 
Fiinasters  of'  vessels,  and  others,  without  distinction 
W)^  political  parties.  It  would  he  improper  to  re- 
ir'>jfat  here  such  a  mass  of  evidence;  but  if  any 
Xrentleman  desire  to  examine  it,  the  pamphlet  is 
^\\  his  service.  I  can  read  only  some  parts  of  it. 
>JMr.  William  Gray,  formerly  of  Salem,  now  of 
.*9>8toD.  so  well  known  for  his  wealth  and  the 
.<{Tgeat  extent  of  his  shipping  and  commerce,  de- 
^ifses  and  says — 

>  •'  I  have  l;een  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation 
fcjty  or  fifty  years,  and  have  for  the  last  fifteen  or 
^4^nty  years  employed  about  three  hundred  seamen 
(ainually  upon  an  average. 

^  f '  I  recolltci  the  following  cases  of  impressracnts  and 
^|entions  f)f  seamen.  In  the  year  181 1,  while  one  of 
j^i  vessel.s,  the  Rachel,  was  at  Leith,  in  Scotland,  two 

Styiy  men,  viz  :  Samuel  Tuck,  and  I  think  Israel  Foster, 
•ire  impressed  from  the  vessel ;  one  of  them  I  under- 
;y>d  escai^ed  from  the  man-of-war,  and  reached  my 
#cisel  before  she  left  Leith  ;  the  other  I  understood 
•jticted  his  escape  with  the  aid  of  a  waterman  at  Liv- 

rjool.     I  cannot  recollect  any  other  cases  of  impress- 
.\nt8  by  the  British  from  my  vessels  ;  but,  from  the 
^tiplicity  of  my  business,  it  is  almost  impoasible  for 
,v^  to  remember  the  individual  cases  ;  I  have  no  doubt 
<>  aforesaid  Tuck  had  a  protection. 
J  I  recollect  no  cases  of  impressments  and  detentions 
nhe  Fren-'h,   except  the  three  Swedes  taken  soon 
T  the   aflnir   of  the   Chesapeake,    and   which  are 
ed  in  my  letter  to  Colonel  Pickering,  in  the  year 


fited 

rr- 
•  I 


,.  have  had  whole  crews  taken  in  my  vessels  when 
;^y  have  been  captured  both  by  the  English  and 
T^nch ;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  men  in 
|d>e  cases  were  impressed  or  detained  by  those  na- 

i|The  whi)le  deposition  was  read  together  with 
/7eral  others,  but  they  would  occupy  too  much 
j»m  to  bp   printed  here.     Mr.    Gray    mentions 
)fir  other   cases,  within  his  knowledge,  of  im- 
rfssment^  of  men  belonging  to  Salem.    One  was 
t'jeased   on   his  application  ;  he  did  know  what 
2e;aine  of  the  other  three.     Four  fi^hermen  were 
(pressed  off  Halifax  ;  they  belonged  lo  Salem. 
«»re  sent  fur,  and  immediately  released.    He  men- 
uDs  a  letfer  from  the  supercargo  of  a  ship  be- 
gging to  I'hiladelphia.  on  which  he  was  an  un- 
[c-fwriter,  s^atmg  that  her  whole  crew  had  been 
^ii)ressed  ;;but  Mr.  Gray  adds,  that  the  captain 
jjhis  protfst  made  no  mention  of  the  impress- 
#i»nt  of  the  crew.     He  thinks  he  recollects  three 
VJfour  mori!  cases  of  men  impressed,  generally 
I.  (|m  Salem.     The  other  cases  mentioned  by  Mr. 
jiiay,  are  cmiitted  as  not  material  here,  and  be- 
•»|ise  thesewiih  all  others  in  the  depositions  are 
'  itoprehert.Jed  in   the  summary  reported  to  the 
|li  use  of  Kepresenta lives  of  Massachusetts.] 
t  will  brf  proper.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  inform 
\i  Coinm;itei'  of  the  occasion   on  which   Mr. 
wrote  ine  tht-  letter  mentioned  in  his  depo- 
.t^on.     Mr  Jefferson,  in  his  Message  of  Decem- 
'fi   18.   lSit7,  having  pretended   that  one  reason 
k)(  Recommending  an  embargo  was  to  save  our 
Ir^raen  fram  impressments,  I  wrote  to  ray  friend, 


\ 


Mr.  Goodhue,  (formerly  a  Senator  in  Congress 
from  Massachusetts.)  for  information  concerning 
impressments.  He  put  the  letter  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Gray,  who,  on  the  8lh  of  January,  (seven- 
teen days  only  after  the  embargo  law  had  passed,) 
sent  me  the  following  answer,  which  is  subjoined 
to  liis  deposition: 

"Salem,  January  8,  1808. 

"  Sir  :  Our  mutual  friend,  Mr.  Goodhue,  has  shown 
mo  a  letter,  in  which  I  think  you  ask  what  is  the  ex- 
tent of  the  complaint  against  the  British  for  imprea*- 
menU  of  our  seamen.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give 
you  my  opinion,  that  since  the  Chesapeake  affair  we 
have  had  no  cause  of  complaint.  I  cannot  find  one 
single  instance  where  they  have  taken  one  man  out  of 
a  merchant  vessel.  I  have  had  more  than  twenty  ves- 
sels arrive  in  the  time,  without  one  instance  of  u  man's 
being  taken  by  them,  except  three  Swedes  that  wera 
taken  out  by  a  French  frigate.  I  have  made  inquiry 
of  the  commanders  of  all  the  vessels  that  have  arrived 
in  this  vicinity,  and  cannot  find  any  complaints  against 
the  British  cruisers.  I  think  the  British  engaging 
that  our  national  ships  shall  not  be  searched,  ought  to 
satisfy  us  on  that  head.  I  presume  the  only  cause  of 
the  embargo  was  the  threat  of  Bonaparte,  that  be 
would  put  his  decree  of  November  21st  in  force.  This 
I  think  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  so  strong  a  meas- 
ure. May  we  expect  the  embargo  will  be  off  soon — or 
must  we  wait  to  hear  from  France  ?  When  you  have 
a  moment'a  leisure,  will  you  write  what  is  the  pros- 
pect of  the  times  as  particular  as  you  can  consistently  ? 
You  know  my  whole  estate  is  in  navigation  and  for- 
eign commerce  ;  and  it  is  a  very  eventful  moment 
with  such  property.  I  cannot  think  it  possible  that  wc 
shall  be  mad  enough  to  go  to  war  With  either  of  the 
two  great  nations. 

"  I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"WILLIAM  GRAY. 

"  Hon.  TlMOTHI   PlCKEHIHO, 

United  States  Senator,  Washington." 

Mr.  Gray,  as  is  now  generally  known,  has  since 
gone  over  to  the  ranks  of  Democracy— has  loaned 
money  to  the  Government  to  carry  on  this  "mad" 
war  lor  sailors'  rights,  which  he  knew  were  in 
so  small  a  degree  affected  ;  and  after  saying,  that 
it  the  British  would  engage  not  to  search  our  na- 
tional ships  (as  they  had  done  in  the  case  of  the 
Chesapeake)  we  ought  to  be  satisfied  ! 

Colonel  Israel  Thorndike,  of  Boiton,  deposed 
that  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  (excepting 
the  time  of  the  embargo)  be  had  usually  era- 
ployed  more  than  two  hundred  seamen  annually 
on  an  average;  and  that  he  had  not  more  than 
six  or  seven  men,  lo  his  recollection,  impressed 
during  that  period.  He  enumerates  ihera :  six 
were  foreigners,  and  one  an  African,  who,  in  a 
slate  of  intoxicat;on.  at  Liverpool,  entered  into 
tfie  British  service.  He  mentioned  one  more 
who  had  been  impressed  twenty  years  at^o  in 
some  port  in  England.  Oneof  theofficers  of  Col. 
Thorndike's  vessel  requested  him  to  declare  him- 
self an  American  ;  but  he  said  he  would  not  deny 
his  country,  and  surrendered  himself.  In  a  few 
years  afterwards  he  returned  to  his  family  m 
Massachusetts.  ' 

Commodore  Bainbridge  stated,  that,  during  «U 
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the  time  he  was  in  the  merchants'  service,  he  bad 
but  one  man  impressed. 

Captain  Hull,  of  the  Navy,  deposed,  that,  dur- 
ing the  five  or  six  years  he  was  in  the  merchants' 
service,  he  never  had  any  of  his  men  impressed 
from  his  ships,  either  by  the  British  or  French. 

Captain  William  Story,  of  Marblehead,  de- 
posed, that  he  had  been  master  of  a  vessel  for  ten 
years,  from  1797  to  1807.  He  does  not  say  that 
he  ever  had  a  man  impressed.  But  in  1794,  be- 
ing in  the  East  Indies,  at  a  British  port,  male  of 
a  ship,  he  says  ten  men  were  taken  from  her ;  of 
whom  four  had  Consular  protections,  and  he  was 
satisfied  they  were  Americans.  "'The  other  six 
1  expect  were  Englishmen,''  are  his  own  words. 
He  had  heard  of  ten  native  seamen  impressed, 
and  from  whom  letters  had  been  received  by  their 
friends  ;  and  he  mentions  the  names  of  six  more 
natives  whom  their  friends  suppose  to  have  been 
impressed.  Captain  Story  (a  warm  partisan  of 
the  war  for  sailors'  rights)  adds  one  more  to  his 
list — a  native  who  had  been  taken  by  the  British 
on  board  one  of  our  privateers!  It  was  said  he 
was  a  Portuguese  ;  but  Captain  Story  says,  '-doc- 
uments were  sent  down  for  his  release,  and  he  has 
returned  home." 

It  will  be  proper  to  examine  the  facts  in  the 
cases  mentioned  by  Captain  Story.  Of  the  ten 
cases  he  had  heard  of  it  appears  by  the  deposi- 
tions of  Messrs.  Nathaniel  Hooper  and  B.  T. 
Reed,  merchants  of  Marblehead,  that  three  were 
taken  on  board  of  French  vessels,  two  of  ihem 
privateers,  and  had  their  choice  to  be  prisoners  of 
war,  or  to  enter  ou  board  the  British  ships  ;  they 
chose  to  enter.  Two  found  on  board  British  ships, 
and  supposed  to  have  been  impressed.  One  had 
for  misconduct  been  left  on  shore  in  Europe  by 
his  American  master,  and  had  since  witten  that 
he  was  under  impressment.  Three  had  been  re- 
leased, and  had  returned  home.  One  had  returned 
home,  as  Captain  Story  >tates. 

One  of  the  six  in  Captain  Story's  deposition, 
supposed  to  have  been  impressed,  had  also  been 
released.  It  is  probable  that  the  remaining  five 
of  these  supposed  impressments  might  be  satis- 
factorily accounted  for  could  the  investigation  be 
made. 

Captain  Andrew  Harraden.  of  Salem,  deposed, 
that  he  had  been  master  of  a  vessel  about  twenty 
years,  and  never  had  a  man  impressed  by  the 
British.  One  was  impressed  by  the  French;  but 
be  was  returned  next  morning. 

Captain  Josiah  Orne. of  Salem,  deposed,  ihathe 
bad  been  master  of  a  vessel  about  twenty  years, 
and  never  had  any  man  impressed  by  the  British, 
except  in  one  instance,  by  a  frigate  from  which 
one  of  the  men  impressed  had  deserted  but  three 
months  before  ;  the  other  was  ••  a  green  Irishman 
who  had  a  broad  brogue."  Both,  however,  had 
protections  as  American  cili/ens,  which  they  had 
procured  at  New  York. 

Captain  Moses  Townsend.  of  Salem,  (also  of 
the  war  party.)  deposed,  that  he  had  been  engaged 
in  commerce  about  thirty  years,  and  was  master 
of  a  ship  about  twenty  years.  He  never  had  any 
men   impreased,  except  once  when  at  Bristol,  in 


Ensland.  They  were  taken  in  the  evening,  and 
upon  his  application  released  the  next  day.  He 
knew  one  native  impressed,  who  remained  in  the 
British  service  till  his  death  ;  and  one  other  who 
said  he  had  been  under  impressment  some  years, 
but  had  been  released.  He  then  mentions  seven 
others  who.  he  understood  from  common  report, 
had  been  impressed;  but  all  of  whom  (one  ex- 
cepted) had,  he  believed,  been  released,  and  re- 
turned home. 

This  cursory  view  of  impressments,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  exhibited  in  the  few  depositions  I  have 
noticed,  (and  the  rest  are  like  them.)  must  satisfy 
every  mind,  open  lo  conviction,  that  the  actual 
impressments  of  our  native  citizens  must  have 
been  very  few;  and  of  these,  that  nearly  all  had 
been  released.  The  summary, therefore,  reported 
lo  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives 
last  year,  by  their  committee,  pre.senls  just  such 
a  result  of  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  deposi- 
tions as  might  have  been  expected.  The  report 
slates,  that  it  appeared  from  the  deposition  of  the 
merchants  who  were  examined,  and  who  had 
been  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation  for 
ten.  fifteen,  and  twenty  years  past,  that  the  whole 
number  of  seamen  they  had  employed,  upon  an 
average  of  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  (de- 
ducting the  period  of  the  embargo.)  amounted  to 
about  1,560  annually;  that  of  this  number,  for 
that  whole  period,  the  committee  had  found  the 
following  cases  of  British  impressments,  to  wit: 


American  seamen 
Foreign  seamen     - 


Total 


-  12 

-  23 


Of  which  number  there  had  been  discharged- 

Foreigners 

Americans    ------ 

Escaped         ------ 

Total r 


35 

6 
9 
2 


Leaving,  of  the  twelve  Americans  impressed 
as  above,  but  one  who  has  not  returned. 

The  whole  number  of  men  impressed,  (except- 
ing the  few  found  on  board  the  captured  ships-of- 
war.  of  which  an  account  is  given  among  the 
depositions.)  of  which  evidence  had  been  given 
to  the  committee,  including  not  only  cases  within 
the  personal  knowledge  of  the  witnessess,  but  also 
cases  ihev  had  heard  of  from  the  friends  of  the 
impressed  seamen,  in  such  manner  as  entitled  them 
to  credit,  amounted,  with  the  foregoing,  to     147 

Add  cases  of  supposed  impressments     - 


10 


Total 

By  the  British  • 
By  the  French  - 
By  the  Portuguese 

Total 


157 

145 

11 

1 

157 


i 
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107 
1 

47 
2 

157 


51 
9 
4 
3 
8 
20 
12 

107 


iOf  the  whole  number  there  were — 

-  \  Americans            -  .  .         . 

'  French  Louisianao 

I  Foreigners            -  -  .         . 

■;  Unknown    -        -  -  .        . 

t 

\                   TotHi  -  -        . 

« 

If  the  An\ericans  there  were — 
.Discharged  on  application   - 
;  Escaped-      --.'.. 
^Entered        -         .        .        .         . 

Died 

I  :Detained       .         -         -        .         . 
JSupposed  to  be  detained 
fNo  account  given         -        -         . 
'i 

i  \'    Total 

i  :  __ 

"Mr.  CJpirraan,  as  much  complaint  has  for- 
lerly  been  made  that  some  British  navy  officers 
aid  but  Kitle  or  uo  regard  to  sailors'  protections, 
.d  consular  cer:ifica<es  of  citizenship,  a  few 
licts  will  show  to  how  little  respect  a  great  por- 
on  of  them  were  entitled.  Mr.  Josiah  Waters, 
■ho  had  b<?ea  fourteen  years  a  clerk  in  thecus- 
op. house  at  Boston,  while  General  Lincoln 
!»as  the  coriector.  (and  in  whose  time  it  appears 
eat  great  care  was  taken  to  detect  and  reject 
-rgeries  and  false  witnesses  relative  to  seamen.) 
rf.pused,  ••  that  in  naany  cases  the  seamen  used  to 
Ifnng  as  witnes-es  to  prove  their  citizenship. 
"■^'  rs  of  boarding  houses;  and  in  some 
the  same  masters  of  boarding  houses 
ght  so  often  as  to  excite  suspicions  of 
^liieir  veracity,  and  their  oaths  were  not  after- 
tards  admitted.'"  Mr!  Waters  adds:  "I  have 
tiilroyed  hundreds  of  false  protections."  about   thp  upar  itjno  .k         =    °         -• 


i^rmg  as  v 
*|ie  mastei 
#«]stance«».  i 
f  vere  brouc 


crew  for  his  ship.     Upon  inquiry,  he  was  told, 
that  for  a  guinea  or  two  a   head,  the  master  of 
the  press-gang  would  procure  hands  for  him.     It 
was  done;  and   the  landlord  of  a  sailors' board- 
ing house  furnished  American  protections.     The 
landlord  look  out  some   bundles  of  protections, 
and  selected  such  as  most   nearly  answered  to 
their  respective  de.<;criptions.     It  seemed  that  pro- 
tections came   to   the  hands  of  such    landlords 
either  as  pledges,  or  a?  the  actual  payment  for 
the  board  of  sailors. 
I      A  few  years  ago,  when  Dr.  Miichill,  of  New 
j  York,  was  a   Senator  in   Congress,  I  remember 
j  his  Slating,   in   his  place,  that  one  third  or  iwo- 
;  fifths  of  the  seamen  of  that  city  were  British  sub- 
jects, and  other  foreigners  ;  and  mentioned  with 
what  facility,  and  for  how  few  cents.  American 
protections  were  obtained  for  them. 

I  have  been  told  by  a  nephew  of  raine  who 
resided  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  seven 
years,  from  178G  to  1793.  that  he  was  then  in- 
formed, that  only  two  seafaring  men  of  that  port 
were  natires  of  that  State  ;  one  of  them  a  mas- 
ter of  a  vessel,  the  other.  I  think,  the  son  of  an 
English  family  which  had  settled  there.  The 
Summer  before  last,  a  gentleman  of  that  city, 
(who  IS  known  to  the  honorable  Speaker  to  be  a 
person  of  reputation.)  travelling  m  Massachu- 
setts, was  pleased  to  call  to  see  me.  though  per- 
sonally a  stranger.  In  the  course  of  conversa- 
tion, I  repeated  the  above  information,  that  at 
the  lime  mentioned  there  belonged  to  the  port  of 
Charleston  only  two  seamen  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  "  There  are  more  now,"  said  the  gen- 
tleman. "How  many  do  vou  think?"  1  asked 
He  answered  "fifty."  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if 
my  memory  serves  me.  by  the  official  return  of 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  belonging  to  Charleston, 


-^  In,  one  man   was  imo  essed  hv  »  Rr  .i  h    ^  ^       ■"ousand  tons,   more    than    two    thousand 


}a,  ttiat  if  the  roan  himself  would  sav  that  he  '  ron^pnnomU  «„*^         aV" ^*<-  * '"-"^  ^^i^. 

-saa  A.e„c.„:  he  would  ..ve  hi™ "up,  bt!  ;  rrSIa^'i^rr^^/.rrnTlfXtil'r 

"k  *  I"'^  '*■"'*  Propofi'on  must  have  been  Brit- 


I 


\\  man  would  net  do  it.  though  he  s'aid"he'  ha"d 
f  f  ite  ID  A_merica.     When  Mr.  Parsons  paid  off  \  [sh  lubj^cts 
Wi^s  crew  they  informedhim  that  they  had  bought;      I  wish    Mr    Chairm.n     . 
»htir  protections  at   Norfolk   for   two   dollars  a    vieiv  nf  .K.        k  ?*"'    '"^  f'"'""'  °°^  ™°f^ 

•.oe  as  .h.  i„  h'l.  p™,ec,io„.    T^s  a^^a;^.^  I  5^:^  ^^J,  Z'.^lX^.X'oZ 


rj  the    iDcjuiry  of  Mr.  Parsons   for    their   true 
jTmes  when  he  paid  them,  and  they  gave  receipts 
ul  their  wages.     -Many  of  there  had  for'^otten 
h^  names  jhey  went  by  in  their  protection^'s." 
•The  facility  with  which   British  seamen  may 
t.,  obtained    to   man    American    merchantmen 
fvn  in  Brjtish  ports,  is  exemplified  in  the  fol- 
i)wing  instance.     Some  years  ago.  in  this  city 
as  some  of  my  fellow  boarders,  still  members  of 
-•ais  House,    will    recollect.)    Captain    Ham     of 
ortsmouth.    in    New  Hampshire,  informed"  us 
iifl  beingi.Hi   Bristol,  in   England,  he  wanted  a  1 


number 

From  which  he  deducted  for  the  same 
name,  and  apparently  the  same  per- 
son, twice,  thrice,  or  more  times  re- 
peated       -        -        .        _        . 

For  an  excess  arising  from  some  er- 
rors between  the  returns  of  1S05 
and  1808         .... 


Leaving- 


6.257 


548 


75: 


1,305 
-  4,952 
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From  which  he  deducted — 
For  acknowledged  British  subjects     -  516 
Those   who  had  no  protecting  docu- 
ments     ------  568 

Those  with  insufficient  documents     -  664 
Those  who  had  entered  voluntarily  -  281 
Those  with  fraudulent  protections      -  195 
Deserters    ------ 

Those  married  in  Great  Britain 
Neutral  aliens  and  natives  of  the  W^est 
Indies     ------ 

Prisoners  of  war         .         -        -        - 


95 

42 

50 

21 


Leaving  -        -        -        - 

From  this  number  he  deducted  one-third, 
which  appeared  to  him,  from  the  docu- 
ments, rather  less  than  the  full  propor- 
tion of  seamen  impressed  from  British 
merchant  vessels,  in  which,  if  not  Brit- 
ish subjects,  the  American  flag  could 
afford  no  pretence  for  protection    - 


'  tides  left  unadjusted  [when  Mr.  Jay  concluded 
'  his  treaty]  one  of  the  most  interesting  regards 
'  the  impressing  of  American  seamen."  "  The 
'  long  but  fruitless  attempts  which  have  been 
'  made  to  protect  them  from  British  impresses. 
'  prove  that  the  subject  is  in  its  nature  difficult.'' 
'•  The  simplest  rule,  as  remarked  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

•  would    be.    that    the    ves.sel    being    American. 

•  should  be  evidence  that  the  seamen  on   board 

•  her  are  such.''  This  '•  simplest  rule"  is  but  the 
repetition  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  words  in  his  letter  of 
July    11,    1792,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Pinckney,  then 

2,432  i  our   Minister   in  London.     I  then  add:  "But  it 

■  •  will  be  an   important   point   gained,  if  on   the 

-    2.520  1  ■  high  seas  our  flag  can   protect  those,  of  what- 


'  ever  nation,  who  shall  sail  under  it.  And  for 
'  this,  humanity,  as  well  as  interest,  powerfully 
'  plead.  Merchant  vessels  carry  no  more  hands 
'  than  their  safety  renders  necessary.  To  with- 
'  draw  them  on  the  ocean,  is  to  expose  both  live» 
'  and  property  to  destruction.  We  have  a  right. 
840  I  '  then,  to  expect  that  the  British  Government 
will   make  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  this  very 


Leavingr 


-    1,680 


From  the  last  number  he  deducted  those 
who  had  been  discharged,  or  had  been 
ordered  to  be  discharged         .        _        - 

Leaving  unaccounted  for - 


•  interesting  provision."     In  my  zeal,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  protect  American  citizens  and  their  prop- 
erty, on  the  high  seas,  it  did   not  llien  occur  to 
1.524    me  that   it   was  always  in  the  power  of  Amer- 

ican    merchants    to   provide    for    the    safety    of 

156    both    by 'excluding   British    subjects   altogether 
=  I  from  their  vessels.     Had  this  been  done  volunta- 


But  doubtless  .some  of  thos.i  noted  as  without  rily,  or  by  the  compulsion  of  laws  enacted  for  that 
documents,  or  with  insufficient  documents,  were  purpose  by  ourselves,  we  should  no  longer  have 
Americans,  and  might  swell  the  sum  total  of  heard  of  the  impressment  of  American  seamen, 
impressments  to  a  few  hundre-Js  of  native  Amer-  But  the  merchants  would  have  been  extremely 
icans,  instead  of  six  thousand.  '  unwilling  to  have  been  put  under  this  constraint. 

One  fact  more.  Mr.  Chairman,  on  this  subject.  :  By  the  destruction  of  the  mercantile  marine  of 
indicating  how  small  is  the  number  of  native  France.  Spain,  and  Holland,  the  demand  for 
Americans  that  are  impressed.  By  official  re-  American  and  other  neutral  vessels  to  carry  oa 
turns  made  last  year  to  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  the  commerce  of  those  three  nations,  was  so  rap- 
Island,  the  whole  number  of  citizens  of  that  •  idly  increased,  that  without  British  seamen,  one- 
State  under  impressment  amounted  to  nineteen,  fourth  of  our  merchant  vessels  must  probably 
with  which  the  gentlemen  present  from  that  have  remained  unmanned.  At  the  most  pros- 
State  are  acquainted.  perous  period  of  our  commerce,  we  had  probably 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  attempts  have  been  made  fifteen  thousand  British  seamen  in  our  raer- 
to  justify  tins  war  for  "sailors'  rights."  by  the  chants'  service.  In  saying  that  our  own  mer- 
doings  of  the  Federal  Administration,  under  the  '  chants  could  provide  for  the  safety  of  their  ves- 
Presidents  Washington  and  Adams;  and  passa-  sels  on  the  high  seas,  by  excluding  British  sea- 
ges  in  my  own  official  letters  on  the  subject  have  1  men,  I  mean,  that  from  their  more  lutimaie  knowl- 
been  read,  and  with  a  tone  and  emphasis  which  edge  of  our  own  country,  they  would  seldom  fail 
it  was  thought,  perhaps,  would  strike  me  dumb,  to  discover,  on  putting  a  lew  questions  to  a  sailor, 
Of  those  letters,  written  from  thirteen  to  seven-  whether  he  was  or  was  not  born  in  the  United 
teen  years  ago.  when  Secretary  of  Slate,  I  had  States.  The  British  officers  who  impress  sea- 
no  particular  remembrance.  The  Administra-  men,  for  want  of  that  local  knowledge,  must 
tion  have  now  hunted  them  up  with  great  dili-  often  be  deceived  ;  hence,  in  part,  (he  multitude 
gence,  and  for  my  own  part,  I  feel  no  regret,  of  English  seamen  remaining  in  our  merchants' 
Always  accustomed  to  think  freely,  and  to  speak  i  service,  in  the  days  of  our  prosperity,  notwith- 
and  write  wnat  I  think,  I  have  never  any  dread  standing  their  exposure  to  impressment, 
of  exposure.  Thinking  too  humbly  of  myself  to  \  In  the  same  letter  I  mention  three  clas.ses  of 
imagine  that  I  can  avoid  errors  in  opinion.  lam,  '  seamen  who  ought  to  be  secure  from  impress- 
when  convinced,  not  too  proud  to  acknowledge  '  ment  ;  those  born  in  our  country ;  those  wher- 
them.  But,  sir.  on  reading  the  passages  referred  lever  born,  who  were  citizens  at  the  definitive 
to.  I  do  not  find  this  apology  to  be  necessary.  T  Treaty  of  Peace;  and  foreigners,  whose  Ian- 
roust  be  allowed  to  repeal  them,  with  some  addi-  guiige  would  at  once  prove  that  they  were  not 
lions  and  remarks.  British  subject?.     The   fourth  class  consisted  of 

On  the  ,Sih  uf  June.  1796,  I  thus  wrote  to  Mr.  ,  British  boru  subjects  who   liad   become  citizens 
King,  our  Minister  la  London:  '-Among  the  ar- land    inhabitants    subsequent    to   the   Treaty    of 
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Gf  this  class.  I  say — *'it  may  be  aitempt- 
;^  to  protJ'Ct  them  as  well  in  time  of  war  as  of 
'seace.       *■ 

;1  in  referi-nce  to  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the 
way  of  oC'r  agent  employed  in  the  West  Indies 
Co  procure:  ilie  discharge  of  American  seamen,  I 
IfAy,  in  ra>^' letter  of  September  10,  1796,  to  Mr. 
liing :  ••  1*  the  British  Government  have  any 
'regard  to'our  rights,  and  respect  for  our  nation, 
'i^and  plact  any  Talue  on  our  friendship,  they 
I'will  evert  facilitate  to  us  the  means  of  relieving 
•jpur  oppressed  cuizens.''(S)  i 

I  In  my  letter  to  Mr.  King,  of  October  26,  1796.  | 
having  mentioned  the  British  impressment  of  a  j 
Dane  and  a  Portuegese,  I  remark — "  This  surely 
•  is  an  abuse  easy  to  correct.     They  cannot  pre 
tend  an   inability  to  distinguish   these  foreign 
^  crs    from   their  own    subjects;    and   they  may 


pressments.  lo  his  letter  of  September  20.  1800, 
to  Mr.  King,  he  says  :  "  The  impressment  of  our 
'  seamen  is  an  injury  of  very  serious  magnitude, 
•which  deeply  affects  the  feelings  and  honor  of 
"the  nation."  "No  right  has  been  asserted  to 
•  impress  the  natives  of  America;  yet  they  are 
'  impressed  ;  they  are  dragged  on  board  British 
'  ships  of  war,  with  the  evidence  of  citizenship 
■  in  their  hands,  and  forced  by  violence  there 
'  to  serve,  until  conclusive  testimonials  of  their 
'  birth  can  be  obtained."  Yes,  conclusice  testi- 
monials ;  for  the  evidence  arising  from  the  com- 
mon "  protections,"  although  it  was  not  then 
well  known  that  false  and  fraudulent  protections 
abounded,  must  now  appear  of  the  feeblest  kind. 
"The  right  to  impress  those  who  were  British 
'  subjects  [from  American  merchant  vessels]  has 
been  asserted,  and  the  right  to  impress  those  of 


'With  as  much  reason  rob  American  vessels  of !' every  other  nation  has  not  been  disclaimed, 
the  properly  or  merchandise  of  Swedes,  Danes,  j '  Neither  the  one  practice  nor  the  other  can  be* 
and  Portuegese,  as  seize  and  detain  in  their  ser-  |  '  justified."  No  one  more  highly  respects  Chief 
vice  the  subjects  of  those  nations  found  on  board  i  Justice  Marshall  than  I  do  ;  but  this  opinion 
American  vessels."  (that   the   right  claimed  and  exercised  by  Great 

o^*,on'*^^  '°  President  Adams,  dated  Februa-  I  Britain  to  impress  her  own  subjects  from  neutral 
ry  20,  1800  1  mention  the  project  of  Mr.  Listen  |  merchant  vessels  was  not  justifiable)  was  noi 
(Ihe  Brituh  Minister  here)  of  a  treaty,  having  i  pronounced  after  an  i.ivestigation  and  discussion 
ht  Its  objtjct  the  preservation  of  American  sea-  of  the  subject  before  him  as  a  jud^e.  The  truth 
■oien  from  impressment,  while  it  should  secure  to  |  is,  I  believe,  the  question  had  neve'r  in  this  coun- 
;qreat  Britiiin  the  services  of  her  own  seamen;  ',  try  been  examined  on  its  principles,  until,  as  I 
T^hich  project  I  disapproved,  and  deemed  -utter-  have  already  said,  it  was  done  by  my  friend  be- 
,  terly  inailraissiblf,  unless  it  would  put  an  end  fore  referred  to. 
''10  imprensmenls.  which  Mr.   Listen  seemed  to  I      '-The  United 


fXnagiae  ;<  while  the  seventh  paragraph  express- 
Jy  recogrised  the  right  of  impressing  British 
subjects,  and  consequently  American  citizens, 
as  at  prt-ent."    The  last  idea  is  inaccurately 


Stales   require  positively,   that 
'  their  seamen  who  are  not  British  subjects,  whe- 
'  ther  born  in  America  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  impressments."    Here  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice strongly  expresses  the  same  sentiment  that  I 


•      ,  .  -:--     .--  ■-■-   •'   ...-v-v,u.»vi,j     1,1,1,  .-iiiuugiy  tAjjicastra  luc  Miiut;  seniimeni  mat  l 

expressed;:  Its  meaning  is,  that  in  exercising  the  I  had  done,  that  foreigners,  not  British  subjects 
fright  of  impressing  British  subjects,  some  Amer- I  should  be  exempt  from  impressment  because 
Jican  citizens  would  be  impressed,  for  the  reason  |  their  different  language  precluded  the  possibility 
ioTten   mehhooed— the    impossibility,  sometimes.  I  of  mistake. 

J^  distiog,yshing  one  from  the  other.  ;      '•  The  case  of  British  subjects,  whether  natu- 

»  inese,  >lr.  V^hairman.  are  the  most  material  :  ralized  or  not,  is  more  questionable  "  This  ob- 
rpassages  >n  my  letter;  which,  from  the  manner  |  servation  of  the  Chief  Justice  is  a  departure  from 
y\  "tHbit  ng  them  .ome  gentlemen  seemed  to  I  the  positive  opinion  before  expressed  ;  and  would 
rmiagine  wT>uld  confound  me.     But,  with  a  single    confirm  the  justness  of  my  remark,  that  theTes 


jekception,*!  see  nothing  to  change.     Where  abu- 


tion   had   not  then   been  examined  on  its  princi- 


!i     •      ..  I  ="   ,         ,   ^,    ,,  "; """•    I"""   "«»"   "wv  lucu   uirra  examinea  on  lis  orinci- 

JL  thn       wh'  «"^"^^,'^- r'^'^  '^f  ^'^^y*  ^^"-    P'";  y«'.  ^^  »dd,.  ••  but  the  r.ght  even  of'^iomg 
s^re,  those   who  commit  them,  of  whatever  na-    •*•■-  •-  ^—-^  '""^  u"iug 

,t4)n  they  may  be.     The  exception  I  refer  to  re 


', sheets  only  the  intimation  of  a  doubt  of  the  right 

!of  the  Brittsh  to  impress  their  own  subjects  found 
a|i  board  Neutral  merchant  vessels  on  the  hit^h 
>»as.  I  dil  not  then  know  the  antiquity  of  the 
vBriiish  practice,  nor  the  corresponding  practice 
*Qf  France;,;  nor  had  ever  attempted  to  trace  that 
ipractice  uj)  to  its  principle.  .\Iy  enlightened 
ffjiend,  wlij  wrote  the  pamphlet  I  have"  before 
Jrnentioned;  I  believe  was  the  fir>t  to  perform  this 
■f tijsk  ;  and  ;ie  performed  it  in  a  manner  which,  I 
ptiould  hare  presumed,  would  have  satisfied  every 
tc^ndid  raiqd. 

\.  >The  lelio-rs  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  written 
Jv^hea  he  w:as  Secretary  of  Slate,  have  also  been 
isj^ized  upoji  by  gentlemen  to  aid  them  in  their 
l^lerapts  ip  justify  a  war,  which  is  professed  to 
ry  continued   solely  on  account  of  British  im- 


this  is  denied. "(9) 

But  I  presume,  sir,  that  the  letter  of  the  Chief 
Justice  has  been  introduced,  because  when  pressed 
with  applications,  in  the  Department  of  State, 
for  his  aid  lo  procure  the  release  of  our  seamen 
impressed,  some  of  ihem  with  circumstances  of 
abuse  from  the  intemperance  of  individual  naval 
officers,  he  had  said  thai  "  the  continuance  of  the 
'  practice  of  impressments  must  inevitably  pro- 

•  duce  discord  between  two  nations  which  ought 
'  to  be  the  friends  of  each  other  ;"  and  afterwards 
asks,  "Is   it   not  more  advisable  to  desist  from, 

•  and  10  lake  effectual  measures  to  prevent  an  ac- 
'  knowledged  wrong,  [the  taking  of  American 
^  citizens,  who  were  not  British  subjects,  from 
'  our  merchant  ves-^els)  than  by  perseverance  in 
'  that  wrong,  to  excite  against  themselves  the 
'  welllounded  resentments  of  America,  and  force 
'  our   Governmenl    into    measures   which    may 
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'  very  possibly  terminate  in  an  open  rupture." 
As  though  the  state  of  impressments  at  any  past 
time  would  in  his  opinion  have  rendered  a  war 
expedient  ;  and  as  though  the  actual  state  of  im- 
pressments, at  the  time  when  the  war  was  de- 
clared, and  when  the  evil  was  manifestly  and 
most  materially  diminished,  could  furnish  an  ad- 
equate cause  of  war ;  and  as  if  the  Chief  Justice 
could  possibly  approve  of  its  principle,  its  policy, 
or  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted  ! 
If  any  thus  imagine,  let  them  now  ask  his 
opinion. 

For  the  purpose  of  exciting  keener  resent- 
ments among  the  people  against  Great  Britain, 
her  ships  of  war  have  been  called  by  the  most 
opprobrious  names — dungeons  and  floating  hells, 
and  the  conditioa  of  our  impressed  seamen  on 
board  of  them  a  state  of  slavery.  Yet,  sir,  there 
is  not  an  American  naval  officer  who  would  not 
feel  It  a  reproach,  if  told  that  the  discipline  on 
board  his  ship  was  less  exact  or  inferior  to  that  of 
British  ships  ?  It  is  that  exact  discipline  which 
enables  both  to  exert  their  utmost  force.  That 
our  seamen  entertain  oo  such  frightful  ideas  of 
British  ships  of  war  is  certain,  because  consider- 
able numbers  voluntarily  entered,  and  some  have 
declined  being  discharged.  But  the  same  par- 
cel of  documents  which  I  am  now  examining 
furnish  proof  in  point.  It  is  in  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Pinckney,  dated  in  London,  the  13th  of  March, 
1793,  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State.  He 
says:  "Our  trade  continues  subject  to  great  in- 
'  conveniences,  both  from  our  seamen  being  im- 
'  pressed,  from  the  plea  of  their  being  British  sub- 
'  jects,  and  from  their  entering  voluntarily  on 
'  board  of  the  King's  ships,  templed  by  the  pres- 
'  enl  higb  bounties." 

One  word  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  1  quit  this 
subject.  It  is  said  we  must  continue  the  war, 
and  lake  Canada,  to  induce  or  compel  Great 
Britain  to  give  up  her  right,  or  to  abandon  tiie 
practice  of  impressing  her  own  subjects  from 
our  merchant  vessels.  It  seems  scarcely  credible 
that  any  person  of  information  should  believe  in 
this  doctrine.  I  will  here  oppose  to  it  only  the 
opinion  of  a  gentleman  of  high  standing,  and  { 
distinguished  for  his  discernment,  knowledge,  j 
and  abilities  as  a  statesman  :  I  mean  Mr.  Bay-  I 
ard,  whom  the  President  selected  for  one  of  the 
Commissioners  to  negotiate  with  those  of  Great 
Britain  on  this  very  subject,  in  order,  as  pro- 
fessed, lo  bring  about  a  peace.  This  was  ex- 
pressed in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Senate,  on 
the  I6ih  day  of  June,  1812,  only  two  days  before 
the  fatal  declaration  of  war,  on  bis  motion  lo 
postpone  it  to  the  3ls»  of  October.  Had  his  mo- 
tion and  advice  prevailed,  we  should  now  have 
been  at  peace,  and  enjoying,  if  our  Government 
had  pleased,  a  prosperous  commerce.  Mr.  Bay- 
ard said : 

"  The  queetion  a>  to  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
man did  not  present  insuperable  difficulties.  Britain 
never  contended  for  a  right  to  impress  American  sea- 
men. The  right  she  claims  is  to  take  her  own  sub- 
jects found  in  our  merchant  ser>ice.  She  exercises 
the  right  in  relation  lo  her  own  private  vessels.  This 
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right  she  never  will  nor  can  give  up.  If  our  mer- 
chant flag  was  a  sure  protection  to  British  seamen 
who  sailed  under  it,  the  British  navy  must  be  un- 
manned by  desertion  ;  while  our  merchants  can  and 
do  pay  a  dollar  for  eveni'  shilling  a  sailor  can  earn  in 
the  naval  service  of  his  country." 

Another  subject  of  complaint,  Mr.  Chairman, 
against  Great  Britain,  is  her  restricting  the  com- 
merce of  neutral  nations,  by  what  has  been  called 
the  rule  of  1756.  This  rule  has  been  formerly 
represented  by  the  Administration  as  peculiar  to 
Great  Britain.  But  the  fact  is  otherwise.  The 
French  Government  adopted  similar  regulations 
long  before.  The  principle  of  those  regulations 
was  the  same  as  that  on  which  the  rule  and  the 
practice  of  Great  Britain  rested.  Louis  XIV^  ia 
his  ordinance  of  1704,  (which  was  reordained, 
substantially,  by  Louis  XV,  in  1744.)  seems  to 
anticipate  the  satisfaction  of  tl*  subjects  of  neu- 
tral States,  when  they  siiould  experience  the  care 
he  had  taken  '"  to  preserve  for  them  the  same  ex- 
tent and  the  same  liberty  of  commerce  which  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  enjoy  during  peace." 
This  is  precisely  the  general  rule  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. And  the  reason  of  it  is  this:  That,  to  carry 
on,  in  time  of  war.  a  new  and  extraordinary  com- 
merce for  one  belligerent  would  be  a  departure 
from  the  duties  of  an  impartial  neutrality,  and 
becoming,  in  effect,  an  auxiliary  Power.  This 
would  have  been  extremely  convenient  to  France, 
when  Iter  own  merchant  vessels  had  been  either 
captured,  or  driven  from  the  ocean  by  the  British 
navy.  But  for  this  British  rule  of  1756,  (the 
same  with  the  French  rule  of  1704  and  1744,) 
the  commerce  of  France  would  have  been  placed 
in  as  good  a  situation,  or  better,  than  if  carried 
on  in  her  own  vessels;  because,  on  the  supposi- 
tion thai  neutrals,  carrying  it  on  for  her,  were 
under  the  protection  of  the  law  of  nations,  it 
would  be  perfectly  secure  from  capture;  ihe  neu- 
trals only  becoming  really,  or  apparently,  ihe 
owners  of  the  merchandises  constituting  the  arti- 
cles of  that  commerce.  To  this  no  counter-bel- 
ligerent, possessing  an  efficient  naval  force  to  pre- 
vent or  interrupt  it.  would  ever  submit.  By  the 
laying  up  of  her  merchant  vessels,  the  seamen  of 
France  employed  in  them,  were  at  liberty  to  man 
her  ships  of  war  and  privateers;  and  so  far  as 
neutral  seamen  manning  neutral  vessels  were 
employed  in  a  trade  not  allowed  by  France  in 
time  of  peace,  so  far  the  neutrals  became  auxili- 
aries in  the  war.(lO) 

By  an  improper  extension  of  the  rule  of  1756, 
in  the  years  1793  and  1794,  British  cruisers  cap- 
tured great  numbers  of  American  merchant  ves- 
sels. For  these,  indemnities  were  demanded; 
and,  by  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  provision  was  made  for 
adjusting  them.  The  result  was  ihal  Great  Brit- 
ain paid  to  the  merchants  of  the  United  States 
about  SIX  millions  of  dollars,  for  their  losses  by 
those  captures. 

On  the  other  hand,  French  cruisers  were  em- 
ployed in  committing  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce from  an  early  period  of  her  Revolutionary 
war  until  the  year  1800;  not  under  any  rule,  but 
in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of 
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'thelreaty  then  existing  between  the  United  States  with  our  population  of  eight  millions;  but  may 
jand  Frartce.  These  "spoliations  amounted,  by  the  j  hereafter,  wlien  we  shall  have  increased  to  twenty 
'best  estifioates,  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  for  j  or  thirty  millions.  And  would  it  not  have  been 
;  which  no  indemnity  whatever  could  be  obtained;  wise  to  have  postponed  our  resistance  until  the 
land  thectaimforwhich  wasfinally  abandoned.  period   arrived  when  resistance   might  be  made 

'  In  the  early  part  of  the  French  revolutionary  with  some  prospect  of  success? 
*war,  Spain  was  the  ally  of  Great  Britain;  and  That  Great  Britain  should  not  have  accom- 
■for  spoliations  committed  by  Spanish  cruisers  ,  plished  much  against  us,  in  the  way  of  fighting, 
.during  that  time.  Spain  paid  indemnities  to  our  is  not  strange,  seeing  she  was  taken  by  surprise, 
{merchants  in  like  manner  as  Great  Britain  had  For  notwithstanding  the  talks  in  Congress,  and 
jdone.  Bat  for  those  committed  by  Spanish  crui-  the  rumors  abroad,  about  a  war  with  Great  Brit- 
jsers.  after  she  became  the  ally  of  France,  no  in-  ^  ain,  few  believed  it.  When  we  were  without 
tdemnity  has  been  obtained.  This,  however,  is  '  troops,  without  many  of  the  munitions  of  war. 
not  to  l.-e  imputed  to  a  want  of  good  faith  in  and  without  money,  the  common  sense  of  raan- 
tSpain.  She  was  willing,  and  by  a  treaty  nego-  kind  revolted  at  the  idea  of  its  being  voluntarily 
jtiated  in  1801  or  1S02.  she  stipulated  to  give  a  declared.  Great  Britain,  therefore,  had  taken  few 
^ust  indemnity  tor  the  illegal  captures  made  by  if  any  precautions  even  for  the  defence  of  Canada, 
.ber  own  cruisers,  but  refused  to  pay  for  those  And  when  war  had  been  declared,  seeing  the 
liiade  by  French  Truisers.  carried  into  Spanish  Orders  in  Council  were  its  principal  cause — when 
iKirts,  and  there  condemned  by  French  Consuls,  these  were  removed,  it  was  natural  to  suppose 
^his  treaty  was  concluded  by  Mr.  Charles  Pinck-  that  the  war  might  cease  or  be  suspended.  Ad- 
faey.  the  .Minister  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  appointed  miral  Warren,  therefore,  may  he  considered  as 
hy  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  was  not  ratified  because  the  having  been  sent  to  negotiate  rather  than  to  fight. 
iFrench  captures  of  American  vessels  condemned  And  the  efforts  on  our  seaboard  have  in  fact  been 
i^y  Frenc'ii  Consuls  in  Spanish  ports  were  not  extremely  feeble.  Should  the  war.  however,  be 
voraprehtnded.  and    thus  nothing    has  been  ob-  ;  continued,  we  may  expect  it  will  be  conducted 
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lained.  Another  negotiation  was  set  on  foot,  in 
^hich  Mr,  Monroe  was  joined  with  Mr.  Pinck- 
i\ey.  To  settle  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  as 
fvell  as  the  quesuon  of  spoliations,' was  an  object 
Jn  this  new  negotiation,  but  nothing  was  effected. 
JThe  Spaaish  Government  persisted  in  refusing 
{o  pay  foi  American  property  condemned  in  her 
Vorts  by  French  Consuls.  Tht  fact  was.  it  was 
iot  in  her"  power  to  prevent  it  against  the  will  of 
Ti" ranee:  »nd  the  French  Government  contended, 
Iso.  that^hose  jpoliations  of  American  property 
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in  a  very  different  manner.  The  colossal  power 
of  France  having  been  reduced,  the  allies  may 
find  her  full  employment,  and  allow  Great  Brit- 
ain tu  point  a  portion  of  her  attention  to  her 
American  provinces,  and  the  war  on  our  coast. 

When  France  was,  in  the  view  of  many,  and 
in  the  fears  of  most  reflecting  men.  all-powerful 
by  land  ;  when  jt  was  doubled  whether  Russia 
could  defend  lierown  Einpire,llien  indeed  gloomy 
apprehensions  were  entertained  for  the  fate  of  the 
civilized  world.     Had   Russia  been  subdued,  the 


aptured  by  French  cruisers,  carried  into  Span-  ,  French  Emperor,  with  the  whole  European  con- 


|sh  ports,  and  there  condemned  by  French  Con- 
suls, were  comprehended,  with  the  other  French 
;;polialion?,  in  the  treaty  of  September  30,  1800, 
'between  I'rance  and  the  United  States;  and  there- 
fore cancelled,  by  mutual  agreement,  according 
$.0  the  terras  of  that  treaty. 
^     The   gentleman   from    South   Carolina   (Mr. 


linent  in  his  hands,  and  commanding  all  it.s 
means  of  building  and  manning  a  navy  more 
powerful  than  liiat  of  Great  Britain,  she  must 
have  sunk  under  the  pressure.  But  if  any  one 
Power  must  have  the  ascendency  on  the  ocean,  it 
is  desirable  that  Great  Britain  should  be  that 
Power.     Circumscribed    by  the  seas  which  en- 
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Calhoun)  advening  to  the  present  state  of  the  compass  her  islands,  her  population  is  necessarily 
fworld,  with  France  driven  back  and  likely  to  be  so  limited,  as  never  to  furnish  armies  capable  by 
compressed  within  limits  compatible  with  the  themselves,  of  making  any  permanent  imp'res- 
general  safety,  imagined  that  the  united  Powers  ;  sions  on  the  Continent.  The  trident  of  the  ocean 
^f  Euro|)e  would  now  turn  against  Great  Britain,  mav  therefore  be  safely  left  in  her  hands 
^nd  confine  her  within  proper  limns  on  the  ocean.  On  the  subject  of  the  Loan,  Mr.  Chairman 
while  beseemed  to  admit  that  she  had  been  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr  Cai - 
.fighting  tor  her  existence.  The  gentleman  spoke  !  hocn)  asked,  what  would  be  the  consequences  if 
<with  an  air  of  tnumph.  that  the  United  States,  the  bill  on  your  table  should  fail?  And  he  an- 
Jhad  had  the  courage  to  resist  her  on  her  own  ele-  swered.  that  the  operations  against  Canada  would 
,ment.  and  said,  that  if  we  had  rnade  no  resistance  fail ;  public  credit  would  fail,  at  home  and  abroad. 
,^0  fc^ngiand  we  should  have  lost  all  our  com-  i  and  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  every  department 
"""■"**      ^Vell,  we  did  resist;  and  where  now  is    of  the  Government  would  suffer 


merce. 

jOUr  commerce?  Annihilated.  But  the  genlle- 
^man  consoled  himself  with  the  consideration,  that 
-^fwe  had  not  done  much  against  England,  she 
.♦had  not  done  much  against  us.  And  is  it.  indeed, 
»a  small  matter;  is  not  much  done  against  us 
;when  our  ports  are  blockaded  and  our  whole 
|commerct'  destroyed  ?   The  gentleman,  however 


Wah  respect  to  Canada,  it  is  desirable  that  its 
conquest  should  not  be  attempted.  No  good 
could  result  from  the  conquest  if  effected,  and 
the  attempt  would  cusl  many  thousand  lives,  and 
many  millions  of  money.  If  conquered,  it  must 
be  restored  before  Great  Britain  will  make  peace. 

As  to  public  credit.  1  distinguish  between  that 


iseeraed  to  admit  that  we  could  not  now  succeed,  1  of  the  United  Slates,"  and  the'credit  of  the  Ad- 
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ministration.  The  latter  may  fail,  and  the  for- 
mer be  secure.  A  transfer  of  the  administration 
of  tne  Government  to  other  hands  would  restore 
the  public  credit,  already  deeply  impaired,  be- 
cause the  only  solid  foundations  for  its  support 
would  then  be  relaid. 

As  to  the  Army  and  Nary,  if  one  be  disbanded 
and  the  other  laid  up,  I  see  no  harm  that  can 
result.  The  soldiers  can  travel  home,  if.  like 
many  of  their  comrades  already  discharged,  they 
are  dismissed  without  pay,  and  compelled,  as  I 
have  understood  these  have  been,  lo  depend  on 
the  kindness  of  their  fellow-citizens  by  the  way. 
And  the  seamen  will  only  be  returned  to  the  con- 
dition of  their  brethren  at  home,  deprived,  by  the 
conduct  of  our  Government,  of  their  usual  occu- 
pations. 

As  to  the  part  our  "declared"  enemies  will  act, 
if  for  want  of  money  we  should  have  no  army.  I 
entertain  no  uneasy  apprehensions.  They  are 
unwilling  enemifs ;  and,  unquestionably,  if  we 
do  not  invade  their  territory,  they  will  leave  ours 
unmolested.  And  when  we  shall  stand  merely 
on  the  defensive,  the  militia  will  suffice. 

But  the  gentleman  seemed  to  think,  that  even 
if  the  war  were  unjust,  the  majority  ought  to  be 
supported  in  obtaining  a  loan  rather  than  hazard 
the  consequences  just  enumerated.  But,  sir,  there 
would  be  one  good  consequence  that  would  out- 
weigh all  the  recited  evils.  If  we  cannot  carry 
on  the  war,  we  must  have  peace  ;  and  this  will 
give  employment  to  the  sailor  and  soldier,  and  to 
every  class  of  citizens,  and  open  the  way  to  a 
revival  of  our  former  prosperity. 

The  gentleman  claimed  the  sujiport  of  the 
minority  to  obtain  the  loan,  because  the  minority, 
or  some  of  the  minority,  voted  for  the  objects  of 
expense  which  render  the  loan  necessary.  With 
this,  sir,  I  have  no  concern.  I  was  not  then  in 
Congress.  Nevertheless.  I  did  not  at  that  time 
withhold  my  opinion.  It  was  communicated  by 
letters  to  some  of  my  friends  in  the  minority; 
and  there  are  gentlemen  present  who  know  it. 
I  was  opposed  to  the  voting  for  a  single  soldier, 
or  for  the  timber-head  of  a  ship,  because  I  would 
not  put  weapons  into  the  hands  of  men,  who,  I 
was  morally  certain,  would  use  them  only  to  pro- 
duce public  mischief.  I  asked  them  if  they  voted 
for  an  army  and  a  navy,  how  they  would  with- 
hold their  vote  for  money  to  support  them? 

Different  gentlemen  have  adverted  to  the  terms 
proposed  by  our  Administration  for  an  Arinistic^. 
The  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Cheves)  thinks 
they  were  reasonable  and  proper;  that  the  refu- 
sal by  Great  Britain  to  accept  lliera  was  a  suffi- 
cient cause  for  continuing  the  war;  and  that  to 
have  treated,  without  orders  being  jireviously 
given,  to  discontinue  the  impressment  of  seamen 
and  to  restore  those  already  impressed,  would 
have  been  an  abandonment  of  our  rights. 

Let  us.  Mr.  Chairman,  examine  the  terms,  as 
they  are  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Russell,  dated  the  26th  of  June, 
1812,  fight  ilays  only  after  the  President  and 
Congresss  had  declared  war.  '•  If  (says  Mr.  Mon- 
•  roe)  the  Orders  in  Council  are  repealed,  and  no 


'  illegal  blockades  are  substituted  to  them,  and 
'  orders  are  given  to  discontinue  the  impressment 
'  of  seamen  from  our  vessels,  and  to  restore  those 
•  already  impressed,  there  is  no  reason  why  hos- 
'  tilities  should  not  immediately  cease."  Cer- 
tainly. Mr.  Chairman,  if  Great  Britain  at  once 
gave  up  every  point  for  which  the  war  had  beea 
declared,  the  President  must  have  been  strangely 
unreasonable  to  refuse  to  suspend  hostilities. 
And  yet  all  this  was  required  by  the  President's 
instructions  to  Mr.  Russell  !  The  Orders  in 
Council  had  been  revoked,  and  no  illegal  block- 
ades substituted  for  them.  It  remained  only  to 
restore  the  seamen  (British  as  well  as  American, 
for  the  instructions  make  no  exception)  already 
impressed,  and  discontinue  the  impressment  of 
seamen  (British  as  well  as  American)  from  our 
vessels;  and  every  alleged  cause  and  pretence  for 
declaring  the  war  would  have  been  removed. 
And  what  was  next  to  be  done?  Why  the  two 
Governments  were  to  appoint  Commissioners  to 
make  "definitive  arrangements  on  these  and  ev- 
ery other  difference,  by  a  treaty  to  be  concluded 
either  here  or  at  London."  Now  the  two  Gov- 
ernments had  been  discussing  the  question  of  im- 
pressments for  eight  years,  (from  1792  to  1800,) 
and  endeavoring  to  form  a  treaty  on  the  subject, 
during  the  next  twelve  years,  until  war  was  de- 
clared, without  being  able  to  agree  !  And  yet 
the  President  thought  fit.  as  a  preliminary  step  to 
any  further  negotiation,  to  demand  of  the  British 
Government  to  abandon  the  whole  subject  in  con- 
troversy during  the  time  that  the  new  negotia- 
tions should  be  going  on — which  might  be  for 
twenty  years  more  on  the  single  question  of  im- 
pressments! But  the  instructions  state,  that  be- 
sides this  great  point,  "there  were  many  just 
and  weighty  causes  of  complaint  against  Great 
Britain  "  to  ije  removed  and  settled  by  the  pro- 
posed treaty.  Among  these  was  explicitly  men- 
tioned ■•  indemnity  for  injuries  received  under  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  other  edicts  violating  our 
rights" — '•  for  which  it  was  expected  that  provis- 
ion would  be  made  in  the  treaty."  Now  this  in- 
demnity, so  confidently  expected,  had.  during  for- 
mer negotiations,  been  repeatedly  urged  on  the 
British  Government,  who  apparently  considered 
it  so  unfounded  as  hardly  to  listen  to  the  demand. 
Yet  this,  and  all  the  other  "weighty  causes  of 
complaint."  in  addition  to  the  hitherto  insupera- 
bly difilicult  question  of  impressment,  were  to  be 
the  subjects  of  the  proposed  negotiations;  which, 
considering  the  spirit  and  manner  of  former  nego- 
tiations on  the  part  of  our  Administration,  might 
easily  be  protracted  to  twice  the  length  of  the 
siege  of  Troy.  In  the  meantime,  whatever  num- 
ber of  British  seamen  resorted  to  our  merchant 
vessels,  they  were  to  be  protected  by  our  flag. 
Such  is  the  true  state  of  the  terms  offered  by  the 
President  to  the  British  Government,  as  the  con- 
ditions on  which  alone  he  would  consent  to  a 
cessation  of  arms. 

Sir,  I  consider  this  offer  of  an  armistice  on  such 
impracticable  conditions,  tendered  only  eight  days 
after  the  President  and  Congress  (choosing  their 
own  lime  for  it)  had  declared  war,  as  of  a  piece 
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I^ith  many  former  overtures,  without  anyexpcc- 

!itioD  of  iheir  acceptance  by  the  British  Govern- 
lent;  but  which,  bein^  rejected,  would  be  used 
s  a  new  topic  of  popular  clamor  against  Great 
jjiritain — increase  the  resentment  of  the  people,  it 
Vas  hoped — and  by  rendering  the  war  itself  more 
jopular,  procure  the  support  necessary  for  its  con- 
vinuance. 

♦.  But  the  honorable  Speaker  thinks,  that  to  have 
p-eated  without  a  previous  suspension  of  impress- 
unents,  would  have  been  an  abandonment  of  the 
Mghts  we  claim  on  the  subject.  What,  then, 
ijrould  have  been  the  effect  on  Great  Britain  ? 
j^tr  Government  is  at  least  as  confident  of  the 
jhght  to  impress  British  subjects  from  neutral 
|;ierchant  vessels  (and  I  think  I  have  shown  that 
iMis  confidence  is  well  founded)  as  our  Govern- 
itient  is  of  the  right  of  neutrals  to  be  exempted 
ftom  such  impressments.  If.  then,  the  British 
(Jovernmest  had,  as  a  preliminary  to  negotiation, 
!|'stored  all  impressed  seamen,  and  ordered  the 
cwtire  practice  to  be  discontinued, — this,  accord- 
ing to  the:  reasoning  used  in  this  case,  would 
have  been  an  abandonment  of  the  British  rights. 
4knd  was  it  reasonable  to  make  such  a  demand? 
t  The  honorable  Speaker,  if  I  understood  him 
(^irreclly,  supposed  our  Government  to  have  given 
{troofs  of  iLs  desire  to  obtain  peace  on  terms  which 
tte  minority  themselves  would  approve;  and  if 
tiie  majority  shoujd  accept  less,  they  would  pros- 
trate the  hi)nor,  dignity,  and  independence  of  the 
{^3untry— nwaning,  I  presume,  that  the  entire 
abolition  of  impressments  would  be  indispensa- 
ble to  preserve  our  honor,  dignity,  and  independ- 
ence. I  \^ill  put  a  case :  Suppose,  what  seems 
Ijkely  to  happen,  that,  by  the  aid  of  Great  Britain, 
vtie  indepehdence  of  Holland  should  be  restored, 
tjnd  with  that  her  commerce;  and  suppose  the 
letter,  as  formerly,  should  be  spread  on  the  ocean, 
;^od  that  British  seamen  found  on  board  Dutch 
ijierchant  vessels,  should  be  impressed  and  taken 
from  them.  Does  any  gentleman  imagine  that 
Vhe  States  of  Holland  would  con.sider  their  sov- 
ereignty lu  have  been  thereby  invaded  ? 

The  horiorablf  Speaker  mentioned  the  British 
strength  in  their  finances,  but  that  their  expenses 
were  immense.  So  likewise  are  their  resources. 
He  remarked  that  this  American  war  was  main- 
tained by  Great  Britain  at  a  vast  expense — dou- 
ble to  thai  of  the  United  Slates.  This,  sir.  may 
tvell  be  doubted.  Just  the  reverse  may  be  pre- 
sumed. It  has  been  often  said,  and  1  have  not 
heard  it  contradicted,  that  the  flour  furnished  to 
ibe  Western  army  cost  the  United  States  a  hun- 
dred dollars  a  barrel,  including  the  enormous  ex- 
pense and  waste  in  the  transportation.  And  two 
gentlemen,  who  were  in  the  last  Congress,  stated 
fo  me  ihi^  ^.inking  fact,  concerning  the  forage 
^upplied  10  that  army.  A  wagon  started  with 
torty  bushMs  of  corn.  The  team  of  horses  con- 
bushels  in  going;  the  driver  re- 
bushels  to  feed  them  in  return- 
four  to  the  army.  It  is  pre- 
sumed, th<tn,  that  this  wagon  was  employed  not 
jjess  than  ?ix  and  thirty  day.s ;  the  hire  of  which 
^nd   the   o!ost  of  the   thirty-six   bushels  of         ' 
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eaten  by  the  horses,  must  have  araounied  to  at 
least  two  hundred  dollars — so  the  corn  delivered 
to  the  army  cost  fifty  dollars  a  bushel !  And  from 
all  we  have  heard,  unexampled  extravagance  and 
waste  are  exhibited  in  every  scene  of  this  miser- 
able warfare. 

The  honorable  Speaker  further  remarked,  that 
to  Great  Britain  this  war  promised  neither  glory 
nor  profit.  And  does  it  promise  either  to  us? 
And  which,  from  the  degree  of  suffering,  will 
first  be  weary  of  it?  Another  motive,  he  said, 
would  urge  Britain  to  be  at  peace  with  us;  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  commerce.  And  would 
the  renewal  of  that  commerce  be  les3  beneficial 
to  us  than  to  her?  '-But  .she  is  engaged  in  a 
great  cause  in  Europe;"  and  therefore  must  de- 
sire peace  with  the  United  States, 
had  been  pouring  out,  and  was 
pour  out  rivers  of  blood  and  floods  of  money,  to 
rescue  Europe  from  the  grasp  of  the  universal 
tyrant,  and  restore  independence  to  the  nations. 
This  was,  indeed,  a  great  cause;  and  was  this  a 
time  to  attack  her;  to  press  her  with  the  burden 
of  the  American  war?  I  leave  the  question  to 
the  reflections  of  that  gentleman  and  his  friends. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Robert- 
son.) at  ihe  beginning  of  his  observations  on  the 
loan  bill,  spoke  of  a  gentleman,  for  some  years  an 
honorable  member  of  this  House,  whom  he  de- 
nominated "a  distinguished  Jacobin  of  the  East- 
ern Stales."  Sir,  after  the  just  vindication  of 
Mr.  Q,uincy's  character  by  one  of  ray  colleagues, 
(Mr.  Baylies.)  little  is  left  for  me  to  add.  I 
well  knew  Mr.  Q,uincy's  father.  No  man  was 
more  zealously  and  ardently  engaged  in  the  meas- 
ures of  resistance  to  the  unconstitutional  acts  of 
Great  Britain,  which  preceded  the  actual  war  of 
our  Revolution.  At  the  insunce  of  eminent  pat- 
riots of  that  day.  he  undertook  a  secret  embassy 
to  England,  to  effect  objects  deemed  important  to 
the  maintenance  of  our  rights.  1.  perhaps,  was 
the  last  of  his  friends  who  saw  him  immediately 
before  he  embarked.  He  went,  and  was  return- 
ing, but  enfeebled  in  health.  Just  as  he  ap- 
proached hi.s  native  land  he  expired.  Honored 
and  gratefully  remembered  for  his  pure  patriot- 
ism, abilities  and  virtues,  it  is  the  high  and  lauda- 
ble ambition  of  the  son  to  imitate  his  sire;  and, 
in  the  same  honorable  pursuits,  to  render  himself 
eminently  useful  to  his  country. 

The  expression  of  Mr.  Q,uincy,  repeated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  "that  the  majority 
could  not  be  kicked  into  a  war."  I  always  re^rret- 
ted.  Nor  did  1  approve  of  an  expression  wliich 
lately  fell  from  ray  honorable  friend  from  New 
Jersey.  (Mr.  Stockto.n,)  for  whom  I  entertain  a 
very  high  respect— -that  the  Administration  had 
struck  their  colors;"— because  1  have  always 
thought  that  such  taunting  expressions,  by  touch- 
ing the  pride  and  rousing  the  resentments  of  the 
persons  addressed,  tended  to  produce  mischievous 
measures,  or  to  defeat  good  ones,  contrary  to  the 
sober  sentiments  and  better  judgments  of  those 
who  were  so  reproached. 

But  \  do  not  view  in  the  same  light,  precisely 
with  ray  friend  from  New  Jersey,  the  President's 
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acceptance  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  overture,  to  |  Imperial  Majestjr,  thi«  proposition  should  be 
treat  on  the  questions  in  controversy  between  accepted,  the  Prince  Regent  would  prefer  that 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Lord  Gas-  the  conferences  should  beheld  at  London."  dbc. 
llereagh  says  that  the  British  Government  is  will- I  In  his  answer  Mr.  Monroe  says,  that  '•  by  this 
ing  to  negotiate  and  adjust  subsisting  differences  I  communication  it  appears."  that  the  Prince  Re- 
'•upon   principles  of  perfect  reciprocity,  not  in- i  gent   having  rejected   the    mediati 


consistent  with  the  established  maxims  of  public 
law,  and  with  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British 
Empire."  The  President,  in  answer  to  this  over- 
ture, consents  to  treat,  "on  conditions  of  recipro- 
city consistent  with  the  rights  of  both  parties  as 
sovereign  and  independent  nations."  This,  to  be 
sure,  would  seem  well  enough,  if  we  had  not  pre- 
viously known  the  President's  meaning  of  the 
words  sovereign  and  independent,  as  applied  by 
him  to  the  question  of  impressments.  The  Presi- 
dent holds  the  opinion,  that  when  a  British  naval 
ofl&cer  enters  on  board  an  American  merchant 
vessel  on  the  high  seas,  to  search  for  and  take 
away  native  British  seamen,  thesovereignty.and, 
of  course,  the  independence,  of  the  United  States 
are  thereby  violated.     Now.  as  no  citizen  would 


on  of  Russia, 
••  proposed  to  treat  directly  with  the  United  States 
at  Gottenbur^  or  London  ;  and  that  he  had  re- 
quested the  interposition  of  the  good  offices  of 
the  Emperor  in  favor  of  such  an  arrangement." 
One  motive  for  using  an  expression  obviously  of- 
fensive to  the  British  Government  seems  to  hare 
been,||o  induce  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  believe  that  that  Government  was  petitioning 
for  peace  ;  driven  to  it.  to  be  sure,  by  the  ener- 
getic measures  of  ou»  own  ! 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  said,  that  the 
charge  of  moral  treason  had  been  met  with  in- 
dignant silence  ;  a  mode  of  treatment  which, 
perhaps,  would  have  been  the  most  suitable.  I, 
however,  had  intended  to  make  some  observa- 
,  tions  on  this  new  doctrine;  but  having  occupied 
consent  that  the  President  should,  for  any  consid-  i  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee,  1  will  pass 
eration,  surrender  any  branch  of  our  sovereignty  '  it  by.  Indeed.  I  think  the  observations  which 
and  independence;  and  as  Great  Britain  holds  to  !  have  been  made  by  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the 
be  clear,  and  will  never  give  up  her  right  so  to  |  House  amply  sufficient. 

enter,  search  for,  and  take  away  her  own  subjects,  [  The  same  gentleman  said  that  there  wa?  now 
if  the  President  adheres  to  his  own  doctrine,  it  j  no  indisposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Republicans, 
does  not  ap|)ear  very  obvious  how  a  satisfactory  to  foster  a  navy.  The  reason  is  obvious;  the 
and  lasting  peace  is  to  be  obtained.  A  temporary  exploits  of  the  Navy  have  saved  ihe  party  from 
arrangement,  indeed,  may  be  made,  by  which  sinking.  In  the  actual  management  of  their  war 
Great  Britain  may  agree  to  suspend,  or  discon-  |  nothing  else  has  kept  their  heads  above  water, 
tinue  the  practice  of  impressment,  if,  and  so  long  The  gentleman  sought  an  apology  for  the  early 
as  the  United  States  shall  make  provision  by  law,  ,  and  long-continued  opposite  conduct  in  the  party 
and  in  its  execution  render  it  effectual,  to  ex-  j  called  Republicans,  in  the  fact,  that  Washington 
elude  all  British  seamen  from  American  vessels.  I  was  for  some  time  silent  on  the  subject  of  a  navy. 
But  if  no  more  than  this  be  attainable,  (and  the  Sir,  the  reason  is  plain.  When  at  the  commence- 
nature  of  the  case  forbids  the  expectation  that  mentof  his  Administration  the  Government  itself 
anything  more  will  be  attained,)  why  have  so  was  to  be  organized,  and  everything  requisite  to 
many  thousand  lives  of  our  citizens,  and  so  many  i  the  exercise  of  its  powers  was  to  be  created,  mat- 
millions  of  money,  been  sacrificed  in  a  war  for  ters  of  indispensable  necessity  were  first  to  be 
sailors'  rights?  There  has  never  been  a  time,  I  provided  for.  But  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the 
believe,  when  Great  Britain  would  have  rejected  depredations  of  the  Algerines  required  a  naval 
such  an  eflectual  arrangement.  The  ready,  eager,  :  force  to  protect  our  commerce,  it  was  proposed 
and  sure  protection  given  by  the  people  of  the  ;  that  a  naval  force  should  be  provided.  And  what 
United  States  to  British  seamen  deserting  from  i  then  was  the  conduct  of  the  same  party  now  call- 
British  vessels  in  our  ports,  furnished,  indeed  but  j  ing  themselves  Republicans?    They  vehemently 


too  much  ground  ot  jealousy,  that  no  provision 
for  their  apprehension  and  restoration  would 
prove  effectual. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  scarcely  any 
correspondence  can  take  place  with  the  British 
Government,  in  which  there  is  not  introduced 
something  offensive  or  calculated  to  excite,  there 
and  here,  feelings  and  passions  unfavorable  to  a 
fair  and  amicable  adjustment  of  differences.  In 
the  present  case,  ther«  is  in  Mr.  Monroe's  answer 
to  Lord  Castlereagh's  overture,  for  a  direct  nego- 
tiation for  peace,  a  representation  plainly  differ- 
ent from  the  fact.  The  British  Minister  at  the 
Russian  Court  (Lord  Cathcart)  having  given  to 
the  Russian  Minister  the  reasons  why  the  British 
Government  declined  treating  with  the  United 
States,  under  the  mediation  of  Russia,  makes 
known  lUs  readiness  to  treat  with  them  directly; 
and  adds — '•  If,   through   the  good  offices  of  his 


resisted  the  attempt  to  commence  building  a  na- 
vy ;  and  one  of  the  ablest  leaders  of  the  party 
thanked  God  that  the  trees  necessary  for  such  a 
navy  were  then  yet  standing  in  the  woods.  This 
Republican  hostility  to  a  navy  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  individuals  of  the  party)  continued  dowa 
to  the  projected  commencement  of  the  present 
war.  I  recollect,  that  when,  on  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  five  or  six  years  ago,  it 
was  proposed  to  make  an  appropriation  for  re- 
pairing some  of  the  frigates,  which,  if  omitted  for 
another  year,  would  be  hardly  worth  repairing,  a 
Republican  Senator,  and  a  very  honest  man.  who 
spoke  the  sentiment  of  his  heart,  thus  accosted 
me:  "If  all  our  frigates  were  collected  into  one 
bunch,  and  they  were  all  in  flames,  and  if  by 
spitting  1  could  extinguish  the  fire.  I  would  not 
spit!" 

But  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  said  the  Ad- 
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excited,  stores  of  certaio  kinds  were  purchased 
and  expenditures  made,  to  the  amount  of  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  without  any  appropri- 
ation ;  and  when  application  was  afterwards  made 
to  Congress  to  sanction  the  proceeding,  by  an  ap- 
propriation, it  was  stated,  on  the  door  of  the  Sen- 


I 
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tninistratitn  bad  kept  the  Nary  in  repair,  and 
{aid  out  n^uch  money  upon  it.     This,  sir.  I  pre- 

(ume  is  tr|ie.     In  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
^dministrition.  the   corsairs  of  Tripoli  captured 
ome  American   vessel  or   vessels.     A  moderate 
tribute  (u.^uch  le>s  than  was  paid  to  Algiers,  and 

liimilar  to  what  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  ate,  by  the  brother  of  the  then  Naval  Serretarv 
|iad  been  i^i  the  habit  of  paying,  regularly  or  ir-  that  such  ample  provision  of  some  important  arti- 
i-egularly.y  would  doubtless  have  satisfied  that  i  cleshad  been  made  by  the  Federal  Administration, 
j)etty  Power.  But  Mr.  Jefferson  preferred  the  '  that  until  that  time,  (and  six  years  had  elapsed,) 
;j>pplicatio»:  of  a  naval  force.  He  sent  a  small  there  had  been  no  necessity  for  making  any  new 
Squadron  jnto  the  Mediterranean,  with  orders  (as  purchases.  It  is  true,  that  all  the  arm^d  vessel? 
it  the  liini?  was  understood)  to  capture  r|e  Tri-  excepting  the  thirteen  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
l^olitan  crL'isers,  to  throw  their  guns  overboard,  man  from  Louisiana,  were  ordered  to  be  sold,  and 
*nd  compiAtely  disarm  ihem.  and  then  to  let  them  the  order  was  perfectly  correct.  When,  in  order 
♦ohomelrjMr.  Jefferson  is  a  philosopher,  and  thus  to  protect  our  commerce  against  French  depre- 
^hilosophii-^ally  was  this  war  commenced.  But  dations,  Congress  authorized  the  providing,  ex- 
Congress  liad  not  then  authorized  a  war  with  ,  peditiously,  of  an  armed  naval  force,  it  was'  ne- 
Vripoli ;  aJid  the  capturing  and  disarming  of  the  '  cessary  to  purchase  of  the  merchants  a  number 
(ruisers  W|s  represented  as  a  measure  of  defence,  of  vessels,  the  best  that  could  be  procured  for 
'  ""et  It  wc'^ld  seem  reasonable  to  detain,  by  way  that  service  ;  but  these  having  been  constructed 
«  f  indemnity  for  the  wrong,  as  well  as  lo  take  for  trade  and  not  for  war.  were  not  worth  retain- 
;  nddisarr.jthe  vessel  of  the  aggressor.  The  next  ing,  when  the  emergency  which  called  for  them 
vear,  Cooi^ress  passed  a  lawauthorizing  the  equip-  had  passed  away.  And  a  treaty  with  France 
went  of  a  Jnaval  armament,  to  be  sent  against  having  put  an  end  to  hostilities,  these  original 
Tripoli.  Itts  operations  were  ineffectual.  The  i  merchant  vessels  were  very  properly  directed  lo 
i^ext  and  Uie  next  year,  additional  armaments  be  sold;  while  the  frigates  and  other  vessels 
vere  equipped;  and,  finally,  in  the  fifth  year  of,  which  had  been  built  for  war,  were  directed  to 
tjie  war,  h,id  the  gallant  Eaton  on  the  land,  ope-  !  \)e  carefully  preserved  for  future  use. 
tilling  witrt  a  force  collected  in  Africa,  been  sec-  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  having  under- 
<^nded  by  Uie  vigorous  co-operation  of  the  Navy,  taken  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  our  Gov'ernment 
Tripoli,  if  (lot  completely  conquered,  would  pro-  towardsSpain,  Ibegleave,Mr.Chairman, to  make 


ibly  have"  been  reduced  to  terms  of  submission  ; 

•  ^d  such  4n   issue  of  the  war.  as  honorable  as 

beneficial  ipthe  United  States,  would  have  made 

it  deep  anii'lasting  impression  on  all  the  Barbary 

tfiowers.  fa'^orable  to  the  security  of  the  commerce 

[  u{  the  Uniti-'d  States.    But  this  prospect  was  blast- 

*\1  in  a  mcxuent.     Our  ships  approached  Tripoli, 

Uit  not  to  fight.     They  were  under  the  control  of 

[  «;/onsul-General   Lear,  who  had  powers  to  nego- 

late  a  peace  ;  and  after  expending  §4,000.000  on 

le  Navy,  {as  stated  by  a  member  of  the  Senate 

his  placi-,)  during  the  Tripolitan  war,  to  avoid 

paying  a  i.fnall  tribute,  or   liberal  presents,  peace 

iras  ignorniniously  purchased.  Sixty  thousand 
oUars  Were  paid  to  the  reigning  Bashaw,  to  re- 
eera  the  crew  of  the  Philadelphia  frigate  (strand- 
fd  on  his  vjoast)  who  were  his  prisoners.  Such 
jiras  the  rttsult  of  so  many  years  expensive  war 
i^ith  that  petty  Power ! 


some  observations  on  the  subject,  without,  at  this 
time,  going  into  long  details. 

At  the  peace  of  1763,  between  England,  France 
and  Spain,  the  whole  country  lying  between-the 
British  Atlantic  provinces  and  the  River  Missis- 
sippi (with  the  exception  of  the  island  of  New 
Orleans^  was  ceded,  or  acknowledged  to  belon'», 
to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  a 
right  freely  to  navigate  the  river  Mississippi, 
from  lis  source  to  the  ocean.  At  the  close  of  our 
Revolutionary  war.  the  same  country,  and  the 
same  right  to  navigate  the  river  Mississippi,  were 
ceded  to  the  United  States.  But  Spam  possessed 
the  territories  on  both  sides  of  the  river  Mississip- 
pi, at  and  towards  its  mouth  j  and,  commanding 
the  passage,  refused  the  use  of  it  to  the  United 
Stales.  At  length,  however,  in  October.  1795,  a 
treaty  was  made  with  Spain,  admitting  our  claim 
to  ihe  free  navigation  of  the  river  to  the  sea;  and 


The  gentleman  from  Loui.siana,  continuing  to  at  the  same  time,  a  right  was  obtained  to  u~se "the 

apeak  on  ^^e  subject  of  the   Navy,  said  that  Mr.  city  of  New  Orleans  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  our 

Adams  h*j  expended  above  ten  millions  of  dol-  productions  to  be  exported,  and   for  all  our  raer- 

Earsupon   i;  and  on  the  ast  day  of  his  existence,  chandise  imported,  for  the  use  of  the  Western 

Ordered   aji  the  vessels   but   thirteen   to   be  sold.  States  and  Territories 


vessels   Dut   ttiirteen   to 
money  was  expended  on    the  Navy 


How  muoii 

Bnder  the  i'ederal  Administration,  I  do  not  know! 
|iul  whatt;ver  was  expended,  under  the  able  and 
figorous  (;i>nduct  of  the  Department  by  the  first 
Secretary. of  the  Navy,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 


In  1801-2,  this  free  use  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  Spanish  authority  at  New  Orleans. 
There  was  an  air  of  mystery  in  this  affair;  for 
while  the  Spanish  Intendant  of  commerce  caused 


was  well  Uid  out ;  and  he  left  to  his  successor  this  interruption,  the  Spanish  Governor.7accord- 
jmple  stor.s,  on  which  the  Department  long  after  ,  ing  to  ray  recollection,)  and  the  Spanish  Minister 
^nnsl  -^  remember  that  in   1807,  when,  in  i  to  the  United  States,  were  ignorant,  or  affected  to 

iT.rl^ TJ  °^  ^"  ""'T^  "°  '^'  Chesapeake,  an  |  be  ignorant,  of  the  'cause.  But  we  did  not  then 
4larmof  ^ar  was  industriously  but  causelessly  [  know  that  Louisiana  had  been  re-granted  by  Spain 
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10  France.  This  would  htre  solved,  as  it  now 
solves  the  mystery.  This  retrocession  of  Lou- 
isiana by  Spain  to  France  was  made  by  the  Treaty 
of  St.  Udefonso,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1800.  But 
the  war  with  England  prevented  any  attempt  to 
take  immediate  possession.  During  this  state  of 
suspense,  the  experiment  was  made,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Spanish  faith,  on  the  temper  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  of  the  Western 
people,  to  whom  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  essential,  by  interrupting  it  in  the 
manner  I  have  mentioned.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  this  was  done  at  the  instigation  of 
France;  and  the  Prime  Minister  of  Spain  (Go- 
doy.  Prince  of  Peace)  was  the  tool  of  Bonaparte 
in  making  the  experiment ;  for  Louisiana,  inclu- 
ding the  Isle  of  Orleans,  having  been  transferred 
to  France,  the  Spanish  Government  and  nation 
had  no  interest,  and  could  have  no  possible  mo- 
tive to  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  river,  great- 
ly to  the  injury,  and  with  the  certainly  of  exciting 
the  resentments  of  the  United  States.  But  the 
interest  of  France  in  this  outrage  is  apparent.  If 
the  General  Government  shoufd  forbear  to  vin- 
dicate ihe  national  rights,  the  Western  people,  to 
whom  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  is  indis- 
pensable, would  be  left  to  their  own  discretion  ; 
and  they  must  either  attempt  to  open  the  naviga- 
tion by  force,  or  consent  to  enjoy  it  on  such  con- 
ditions as  could  be  obtained.  The  principal 
condition  which  France  would  have  offered,  was 
obviously  this:  That  if  they  would  separate  them- 
selves from  the  Atlantic  States,  they  should  en- 
joy,not  only  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  but  that 
that  city,  and  all  the  French  ports  in  America, 
and  in  Europe,  should  be  the  open  markets  for 
their  productions  and  manufactures.  And  thus 
straightened,  there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the 
decision  of  the  Western  people;  they  would  have 
been  constrained  to  have  associated  themselves 
with  the  French  power,  had  it  been  established 
in  Louisiana. 

The  peace  concluded  with  Great  Britain  at 
Amiens,  in  the  Autumn  of  1801.  gave  to  France 
the  opportunity  of  equipping  a  naval  and  military 
force — and  the  same  was  accordingly  prepared  to 
take  poss?ssion  of  Louisiana.  But  war  between 
France  and  Great  Britain  being  on  the  point  of 
breaking  out  afresh,  the  French  armament  des- 
tined for  Louisiana  was  blockaded  in  the  ports 
of  Holland,  and  ihe  project  was  abandoned.  It 
was  in  this  crisis,  that  the  French  Emperor,  want- 
ing money  for  the  renewal  of  the  war,  and  espe- 
cially being  apprehensive  that  if  Louisiana  re- 
mained the  property  of  France.  Great  Britain 
would  take  possession  of  it  for  herself — he  sold 
the  territory  lo  the  United  States.  The  British 
Government,  though  determined  that  France 
should  not  possess  herself  of  Louisiana,  was  per- 
fectly satisned  with  the  transfer  of  it  lo  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  In  addition  to  the  evidence  of  this 
fact  in  possession  of  the  Government.  1  can  stale 
that  of  Mr.  Alexander  Baring,  (now  a  member 
of  the  British  House  of  Commons.)  who  came 
to  this  city  in   the  Autumn  of  1803.  after  the  re- 


commencement of  the  war  with  France,  to  receive 
the  six  per  cent,  stock,  in  which  eleven  millions 
and  a  quarter  of  dollars  of  the  price  of  Louisiana 
were  to  be  paid  ;  the  house  of  Barings  in  London 
having  bargained  with  agents  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to  take  thai  slock  in  exchange  for  money 
to  be  paid  to  France.  Mr.  Baring's  marriageand 
former  residence  in  Philadelphia,  had  given  me 
an  opportunity  of  forming  an  acquaintance  with 
him.  Conversing  on  this  affair  of  Louisiana,  I 
asked  him  if  his  Government  (the  British)  had 
no  objection  to  the  transaction  which  furnished 
so  considerable  a  supply  of  money  lo  France? 
Far  from  it.  he  answered  ;  and  added,  that  ihe 
British  Government  would  itself  rather  have  paid 
the  whole  purchase  money,  than  have  suffered 
Louisiana  to  go  into  the  possession  of  France. 

The  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was 
concluded  on  the  30th  of  April.  1803.  It  was  not 
till  the  month  of  June  following,  that  our  Minis- 
ters, Chancellor  Livingston  and  Mr.  Monroe,  ap- 
pear to  have  thought  that  West  Florida  was  com- 
prehended in  the  purchase;  and  if  it  was  not  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  parlies  when  the  treaty 
was  concluded,  it  could  not  be  justly  claimed  by 
the  United  States.  The  French  Government  al- 
ways denied  that  West  Florida  was  included  in 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  ;  and  as  a  conclusive 
proof  of  the  fact.  I  will  refer  but  to  one  piece  of 
evidence — the  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  his 
officers  at  New  Orleans,  lo  deliver  possession  of 
Louisiana  to  France.  This  order  was  dated,  I 
think,  about  the  month  of  October.  1802,  some 
months  before  the  cession  of  that  Territory  to  the 
United  Slates  was  thought  of,  and  when  the 
French  Emperor  intended  to  take  possession  of 
it  for  himself.  In  this  order,  the  King  of  Spain 
directs  that  Louisiana  be  delivered  to  France,  pre- 
cisely as  by  the  treaty  of  1762  it  had  been  ceded, 
and  was  afterwards  delivered  by  France  lo  Spain. 
Now,  by  that  treaty,  nothing  was  granted  by 
France  to  Spain,  but  Louisiana  on  the  western  side 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  Island  of  Orleans, 
which  is  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river.  And 
what  has  since  been  called  West  Florida,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  had  belonged  to  France  before  the 
peace  of  17G3,  was  then  ceded  by  France  to  Great 
Britain,  who  took  and  kept  possession  of  it,  as 
well  as  of  the  rest  of  Florida  which  had  been 
ceded  to  Great  Britain  by  Spain,  until  the  war  of 
our  Revolution  ;  and  at  the  peace  of  1783,  the 
Floridas  were  ceded  by  Great  Britain  to  Spain. 
From  this  short  account  of  the  matter,  the  infer- 
ence is  clear,  that  the  United  S'ates  have  no  bet- 
ter title  to  West  than  to  East  Florida  ;  that  is, 
they  have  no  title  at  all.  The  gentleman  frona 
Louisiana,  as  an  apology,  I  presume,  for  ihe  con- 
duct of  our  Government,  spoke  of  the  people  liv- 
ing under  the  Spanish  Government,  in  that  coun- 
try, as  in  a  slate  of  vassalage,  in  worse  than 
Egyptian  bondage;  and  yet.  great  numbers  of 
free  American  citizens  had  voluntarily  quitted 
the  United  States,  and  become  Spanish  subjects, 
and  afterwards  rose  in  arms  against  their  patrons 
and  benefactors ! 

The  gentleman  said  that  the  United  States  had 
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done  no  injury  to  Spain  ;  and  intimated  tliat  it 
was  our  ';  sympatby"  for  her,  suffering  under  the 
attacks  ijnd  oppression  of  the  French  Enoperor, 
that  occa:sioned  the  United  States  to  forbear  so 
long  to  t^ke  possession  of  West  Florida.  Sir.  I 
have  nev^r  been  able  to  discover  the  smallest  to- 
kens of  sympathy  for  Spain  in  the  dominant  party 
in  the  United  States — neither  in  those  who  have 
admini>t«red  our  Government,  nor  among  their 
supporter};.  On  the  contrary,  every  victory,  and 
every  adfantage  gained  by  the  French  Emperor 
in  Spain^appeared  to  be  with  them  a  subject  of 
rejoicing;  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  regretted 
by  the  s<>.Vie  party,  that  the  Spaniards  had  risen 
in  arms  aind  r<?sisted  their  oppressor,  who  had 
treacherc.MsIy  dethroned  their  King  and  usurped 
his  Crow)i.  I  once  witnessed  an  expression  of 
that  regret  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  because  of 
the  effect  ;it  would  produce  in  the  United  States  I 
And  whai  was  that  expected  effect  ?  Obviously 
of  univeiial  sympathy  among  a  people  who  had 
taken  arms,  and  endured  tlie  evils  of  a  war  of 
seven  years,  to  establish  their  own  independence. 
It  was  oatural  to  suppose  that  such  a  people 
would,  ir't their  feelings  at  lea:»t.  take  part  with 
the  suffering  Spaniards  whom  the  usurper  was 
attemptii:g  to  bring  under  his  yoke.  Had  such 
feelings  twisted,  they  would  have  led  the  people 
to  execraje  the  oppressor,  while  ihey  must  have 
hailed  th^.se  who  flew  to  the  aid  of  the  oppressed  ; 
but  they  Jvere  the  English,  whom  the  people  had 
been  tau>ht  to  hate,  and  whose  hatred,  it  was 
wished,  i'  r  parly  purposes,  to  keep  up  and  aggra- 
vate. But  whatever  was  the  cause,  it  is  a  noto- 
rious facjt,  that  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people  w{>o  suj'porled  the  Administration  exhib- 
ited no  si;;n  of  sympathy  for  the  Spanish  patriots, 
nor  any. 'wish  for  their  success.  Through  the 
treachery  of  the  Spanish  Prime  Minister,  the 
Prince  oC.Peace.  the  flower  of  the  Spanish  army 
had  been. sent  to  Germany,  to  aid  the  French  in 
making  i*-  maintaining  their  conquests  in  that 
country  ;  while  strong  French  armies  were  march- 
ed into  Srpain,  and  put  in  possession  of  some  of 
her  strot^est  fortresses.  The  Spaniards  being 
thus  betr;iyed  and  surprised,  the  French  Emperor 
imposed  tn  them  his  brother  Joseph  for  their 
King.  If  was  IT  this  forlorn  situation  that  the 
Spaniardi  had  the  courage  to  rise  and  resist  the 
tyrant,  ^nd  who  that  really  hated  tyrants  and 
tyranny  could  lorbear  to  hail  those  generous  spi- 
rits, and  r:id  them  God  speed  ?  Yet,  they  were 
not  thus  Jiailed  by  the  majority  of  Americans  ! 
Their  chief,  (Mr.  Jefferson)  with  the  coolest  in- 
diflerence,  said  it  was  a  mere  contest  about  the 
Governmi-nt,  to  decide  whom  the  Spaniards 
should  hiive  for  their  King  !  As  if  it  were  a 
matter  ol-  indifference  to  any  nation,  whether 
they  shou{d  have  a  chief  ruler  of  their  own  choice, 
of  a  familj^  to  which  they  had  long  been  attached' 
or  one  wliom  a  ueighboriog  tyrant  would  impose 
on  them  !•  But  the  English  had  taken  the  side  of 
the  Spanijjh  patriots,  and  sent  an  army  and  sup- 
plies to  iiid  them  in  their  gallant  struggles  to 
throw  off  she  French  yoke.  It  was  then  that  the 
French  E^mperor  issued  his  insulting  and  blas- 


phemous proclamation  to  the  Spaniards  :  "  I  will 
'  soon  (said  he)  chase  from  the  Peninsula  the  En- 
'  glish  array,  who  have  been  sent  to  Spain,  not  for 
'  your  aid,  but  to  influence  you  with  a  false  confl- 
'  dence.  and  to  mislead  you."  And  he  thus  con- 
cludes his  proclamation  :  "  But  if  all  my  efforts 
'  are  ineffectual,  andiflflndyou  unworthy  of  my 
'  confidence.  I  will  treat  you  as  conquered  prov- 
'  inces,  and  place  my  brother  on  another  throne. 
'  I  will  put  the  crown  of  Spain  on  my  own  head  ; 
'  I  will  be  respected  even  by  the  worst.  For  God 
•  has  given  me  the  power  and  the  disposition  ne- 
'  cessary  to  surmount  all  obstacles  !"' 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (as  another  ex- 
cuse for  the  conduct  of  our  Government,  in  pos- 
sessing itself  of  one  Spanish  province,  and  for 
more  than  contemplating  the  taking  possession  of 
another)  said  the  Spaniards  had  attempted  to  cor- 
rupt the  people  of  our  Western  country.  Sir, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  tiiat  this  intrigue  also, 
like  that  for  shutting  up  the  Mississippi,  origina- 
ted with  the  French  Government.  As  early  as 
February.  1797,  the  American  Commissioner,  Mr. 
Ellicoit,  having  arrived  at  Natchez,  was  informed 
thatLouisiana  wastobecededby  Spain  to  France. 
This  appears  in  the  journal  of  Mr.  EUicott,  who 
was  employed  by  the  United  States  to  join  the 
Commissioners  of  Spain,  to  run  the  boundary 
line  between  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Spanish  provinces  of  the  Floridas,  from 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  For  more 
than  a  year,  the  Spanish  officers  at  Natchez  and 
New  Orleans  interposed  delays,  on  the  most  friv- 
olous pretences  ;  and  contrary  to  the  positive  stip- 
ulations of  the  treaty  of  1795  with  the  United 
States.  This  conduct  of  the  Spanish  officers  ap- 
peared unaccountable  at  the  time;  but  suppose 
only  a  French  intrigue  (and  Spain,  in  1797,  was 
in  close  alliance  with  France,  and  almost  abso- 
lutely at  her  devotion)  and  all  difficulty  van- 
ishes.(ll) 

Permit  me  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  transactions  in  East  Florida. 
Everybody  knows  that  Congress  passed  a  law 
authorizing  the  President  to  lake  possession  of  it, 
in  case  any  other  Power  should  attempt  to  do  it! 
But  no  such  attempt  being  made,  there  could  be 
no  pretence,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  for  march- 
ing troops  into  East  Florida.  Yet  troops  of  the 
United  States  were  marched  to  the  neighborhood 
of  St.  Augustine,  in  some  sort  beleaguring  it  a 
year  or  more  ;  and  certainly  by  their  position,  if 
not  actively,  countenancing  ihe  body  of  men 
there  calling  themselves  "patriots."  who  were  in 
arms  against  the  Spanish  Government.  Prior  to 
this,  however,  General  Matthews  (unquestionably 
employed  by  our  Administration)  had  entered 
East  Florida,  and  with  these  self-styled  patriots 
(five-sixths  of  them,  as  I  am  informed,  inhabit- 
ants of  Georgia)  had  taken  forcible  possession  of 
the  Spanish  island  of  Amelia.  Here  there  was 
a  curious  coincidence  of  naval  aid.  by  our  gun- 
boats,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Camp- 
bell. I  remember  seeing  a  letter  with  his  signa- 
ture, (as  published  in  the  newspapers,)  in  which, 
as  well  as  I  recollect,  in  answer  to  an  application 
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of  the  "patriots"  for  his  assistance,  he  expressed 
a  sentiment  of  this  kind — '  that,  although  he  had 
no  orders  from  his  Government,  he  would  be  al- 
ways ready  to  render  his  aid  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty." Mentioning  this  letter  to  the  gentleman 
from  Charleston,  to  whom  I  have  once  before  al- 
luded, and  who  is  known  to  the  honorable  Speak- 
er, and  expressing  my  opinion  that  no  officer  of 
the  United  States  would  dare  to  carry  his  arms 
against  the  territory  of  a  nation  with  whom  we 
were  at  peace,  without  some  kind  of  authority 
from  the  Government  (0  countenance  the  act; 
remarking,  too,  that  a  law  existed  making  it  high- 
ly penal  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  Stales  to 
form  such  an  expedition;  the  gentleman  from 
Charleston  answered  to  this  effect:  "Perhaps 
'  Commodore  Campbell's  letter  from  the  Govern- 
'  inent  was  like  the  one  received,  at  that  time, 
'  relating  to  the  East  Florida  business,  by  Lieu- 
'  tenant  Gadsden,  who  then  commanded  a  small 
'  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States  al  Charleston. 
'  Lieutenant  Gadsden,  not  knowing  what  con- 
'  struction  to  put  upon  the  letter,  carried  it  to  the 
'  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  a  gentle- 
'  man  well  known  for  his  legal  talents.  The  dis- 
'  trict  attorney,  having  read  it,  told  Lieutenant 
'  Gadsden  that  if  he  should  go  with  his  vessel  to 
'  East  Florida  his  orders  would  justify  him  ;  and 
'  if  he  did  not  go,  they  would  also  justify  hira  !" 

In  addition  to  all  this,  sir,  I  have  received  in- 
formation on  which  I  rely,  that  General  Mail- 
thews,  when  on  his  way  to  East  Florida,  received 
about  ten  thousand  dollarson  accountof  the  United 
States  at  Charleston,  and  additional  sums  at  Sa- 
vannah, to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  revolution 
and  invasion  of  that  province.  Further  still,  sir, 
I  can  positively  assert,  that  besides  these  opera- 
tions on  the  Atlantic  coast,  it  was  intended  to 
lake  possession  of  Pensacola ;  and  that,  for  this 
purpose.  Colonel  Hawkins,  the  United  Slates' 
agent  with  the  Creek  nation,  was  desired  to  ob- 
tain their  permission  to  march  the  troops  through 
their  country. (12)  And  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  hiis  told  us,  that  our  Government  had 
no  disposition  to  do  any  injury  to  Spain  I  But  as 
injuries,  and  serious  ones,  too,  apparent  to  all  the 
world,  had  been  committed  against  Spain,  in  the 
unwarrantable  acts  of  our  Governraeni  in  relation 
to  the  Floridas,  it  was  necessary  to  find  some 
apology  for  them  ;  and  hence  the  mention  of  the 
depredations  committed  by  the  armed  vessels  of 
Spain  on  our  commerce,  to  the  amount  of  some 
millions  of  dollars,  for  which  no  indemnity  has 
yet  been  paid.  I  have  already  explained  this  mat- 
ter, and  shown  it  to  have' arisen  from  an  act  of 
our  own  Government,  in  coupling  with  this  de- 
mand another  for  indemnity  for  French  spolia- 
tions consummated  in  Spanish  ports,  but  for 
which,  in  the  actual  stale  of  things  al  the  time, 
Spain  was  not.  in  equity,  responsible;  the  power 
01  France  being  then  ascendant,  and  controlling 
all  Spanish  measures. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  suffered  his 
imagination  to  be  alarmed  with  the  idea  oi  a  pos- 
sible invasion  of  the  United  States  by  Great  Brit- 
ain,   who.    he    said,   might    subsidize    Hessians, 


Brunswickers,  and  Russiao-s.  Sir,  the  British 
Government  is  too  wise  to  think  of  so  idle  a  pro- 
ject, as  an  invasion  for  the  purpose  of  holding  any 
part  of  the  United  Stales.  And  were  we  even  to 
make  her  a  tender  of  our  independence,  again  to 
become  her  colonies,  she  would  not  accept  the  offer. 
She  knows,  as  every  man  must  know,  that  with 
our  rapidly  increasing  population,  which  in  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years  will  equal  her  own,  we  could 
not  long  be  kept  in  subjection  ;  and  hence  would 
appear  the  folly  of  accepting  it  if  tendered.  In 
respect  to  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  de- 
sires only  peace  and  liberal  commerce,  which  she 
well  knows  how  to  appreciate,  but  which  bless- 
ings at  this  lime  are  of  immensely  greater  im- 
portance to  us  than  to  her. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth,) 
in  mentioning  the  opposition  of  the  minority  to 
the  loan  bill,  and  other  war  measures,  ascribed  it 
to  their  "malignant  prejudice." 

[Mr.  Forsyth  rose  to  explain,  and  said  he  did 
not  mean  to  comprehend  generally  the  party  in 
opposition  10  the  Government,  but  some  only,  or 
a  few.] 

Well,  sir,  I  do  not  see  that  I  am  excepted  in 
this  explanation.  The  gentleman's  remark  hav- 
ing been  made  in  this  House,  must  be  considered 
as  applicable  to  some  at  least  of  its  members. 
But,  sir.  my  character  is  not  to  be  affected  by  any 
such  charges;  for  (and  slandered  as  I  have  been, 
I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  for  saying)  it  stands  oa 
the  rock  of  integrity  and  truth,  and  not  all  the 
powers  of  Democracy  and  Hell  can  shake  it. 

"Unhallowed  ambition  (said  the  gentleman) 
sits  upon  their  bosom,  stifling  reason,  and  subduing 
the  better  feelings  of  the  heart  I"  And  then  in 
the  language,  but  not  with  the  tone  of  lamenta- 
tion and  regret,  added — "  They  must  die  in  their 
sins — unannointed  and  unanneaied  !"  Sir,  to  this 
gentleman,  and  to  all  others  who  hold  the  «ame 
sentiments,  I  will  content  myself  with  applying 
the  words  of  Job  to  his  upbraiding  friends — •  No 
doubt  ye  are  the  men,  and  wisdom  shall  die  with 
you."' 

The  gentleman's  colleague,  (Mr.  Cdthbert,) 
who  spoke  before  him,  and  who  has  so  lately 
taken  a  seat  in  this  House  that  I  had  nut  seen 
him  before,  rose  and  spoke  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question  ;  and  with  extreme  vehemence— 
with  apparent  fire  and  fury — but  on  taking  a 
chair  nearer  to  him  I  found  that,  in  the  midst  of 
the  storm,  his  face  wore  a  benignant  smile.  This 
gentleman.  (Mr.  C.)  candidly  uttered  a  truth 
more  important  than  any  I  have  heard  from  the 
same  side  of  the  House.  He  said,  ''  Great  Britain 
has  rescued  the  nations  of  Europe."  Yes,  sir, 
when  those  nations  had  been  subdued,  or  awed 
into  submission  by  the  power  of  France,  Brilain, 
undismayed,  persevered  in  her  mighty  efforts  :o 
restore  them  to  their  independence;  and  in  the 
glorious  result  has  proved  herself  to  have  beeo 
justly  entitled  '•  The  icorUTs  last  hope.''' 

But  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  to  whom  I 
have  repeatedly  alluded,  (Mr.  FoRaYTU.)  said 
(hat  Great  Britain  was  not  fighting  for  the  liber- 
ties of  the  world;  that  we  erred  in  ascribing  to 
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fci^r   the  saryty  of  nalions — and  asked,  what  in- 
jjiiience  had -the  mighty  navy  of  Great  Britain  in 
deciding  th€<  battle  of  Moscow?     What  in  gain- 
ing the  victory  of  the  allies  at  Leipsic  ?     Sir",  if  I 
fi^d  heard  ttjese  questions  asked  anywhere  but  on 
if^e  floor  of  ihis  House.  I  should  have  said   they 
uSere  very  jjjallow  questions.     The  British  fleet, 
't^is  true,  coiiild  not  sail  on  the  plains  of  Moscow, 
^[)r  navigaif!  a  branch  of  the  river  Elbe  at  Leip- 
Mfc.     But  when  the  nations  of  the  Continent  had 
der  }he  arnris  of  France,  Britain,  fighting 
exi;?tence,   successfully    maintaine°d    the 
^u'nibat.     SKe  did  much  more.     With  her  fleets 
ummandiDji  on  the  seas  she  transported  her  ar- 
Qfies  to  Portngal — fncouraged  and  taught  her  in- 
ulbitants  to  ifight.   and.   with    their  united  force, 
ipfeated  and  expelled  the  armies  of  France.    Por- 
u^al  redeenr|ed.  the  British  and  Portuguese  enter- 
d|  Spain,  uriiting  theirs  with  the  Spanish  arras, 
)  deliver  tjat  country  also   from    the    yoke  of 
''ranee;  andf  this,  too,  after  years  of  hard  fighting. 
;as  been  accamplished;  the  fleets  of  Britain  all 
he   time  transporting  strong  reinforcements  of 
roops.  and  scores  of  all  kinds,  alike  indispensable 
^t>d  immense-,  for  such  great  and  long  continued 
rreratiops.   ;The  fleets  of  Britain  also,  still  com- 
»inding  on?  the  seas,  compelled  her  enemy  to 
lf!>nsport  slojvly  and  expensively,  by  land,  every- 
■^ing  requisite  for  his  projected  conquest  of  Rus- 
la.  and  the  rfiaintenance  and  relief  of  the  fortified 
iHces  accessible  by  water.     But  still  further— 
e  fleets  of' Britain  gave  scope  for  the  exercise 
f   the  uncoijquerable  spirit  and  the  energies  of 
w  people  ir,  those  jjreat  enterprises,  which,  by 
t'lr  exampl,>  and  eflects,  kept  alive,  or  rekindled 
ttie  nation?  of  Europe,  the  spirit  to  resist,  and 
cteily  to  overthrow  the  unive.'-sal  tyrant. 
f  The  same  ^jentleman  asked,  for  what  were  the 
»«Ranish  patriots  contending.?    And  he  answered 
1  was  to  determine  who  should  be  their  master' 
BfKiaparte  or 'Bourbon;  adding,  that  to  us  it  was 
l^naterial  A^hether  Joseph  or  Ferdinand   ruled 
l^pain.     And';was  i(  indeed  a  matter  of  indifTer- 
e  to  us  and  to  the  world,  whether  Bonaparte 
J^ed  another  kingdom   to  his  European  domin- 
'iis,  and  thaOiDgJom  Spain,  with  her  immense 
rrilones  ami  resources  in  both  the  Indies?     For 
1^0  does  notfknow  that,  with  his  brother  Joseph 
,i[the   Spaiish    throne,    the    French    Emperor 
cjjld  have  commanded  him  and  all  his  subjects '? 
f^he  same  gentleman  from  Georgia  also  asked 
x'Vljether  the  iJiinori;y  did  not  expect  that  indem- 
Vijes  would  ^ave  been  demanded  of  France  for 
Inhe  injuria,  we  had  sustained  from  the  execu- 
oi  of  ihe  Be(lin  and  Milan  decrees  ?    And  then 
ifrmed  that  >uch  indemnities  would  have  been 
^  anded.  ali|aough  the  eagles  of  Bonaparte  had 
Tfu  ^^l^^^l^  \'^  '^^  walls  of  Moscow  !     So.  sir. 
ihe  poet,  often  quoted,  you  may 
from   the  vasty  deep"— but  will 
',.      .      ,       -.      called?     Sir.  the  President  him- 
self, who  has  ^o  often  mentioned  the  just  expec- 
t  tions— the  a^uthorized  expectations— of  such  in- 
t  Jijinities,  ca|)not  expect  any  will  be  obtained. 
J  ejieral  Arra.i);rong,  when  our  Minister  in  France 
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enormous  spoliations  of  American  property,  par- 
ticularly. I  think,  under  the  Rambouillet  decree 
declared,  "that  their  very  magnitude  forbade  all' 
hope  of  restoration."  Sir,  there  is  not  a  member 
of  this  House,  that  sets  any  value  on  his  reputa- 
tion as  a  man  of  sense,  who  will  expose  himself 
to  ridicule,  by  saying  that  he  expects  France  will 
give  indemnities  (or  her  immense  depredations 
on  our  commerce— which  amount  to  at  least 
thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  Chairman  I  will 
notice  but  one  thing  more  which  fell  from  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia:  He  said  he  would  con- 
tinue the  war  an  hundred  years,  rather  than  sub- 
ject American  seamen  to  impressment !  Sir,  with- 
out questioning  the  profound  wisdom  of  this  sen- 
timent, I  will  barely  remark,  that  were  the  war 
to  be  continued  but  for  a  small  portion  only  of 
that  period,  we  should  have  neither  ships  nor  sea- 
men ;  a  consummation,  as  I  have  before  observed, 
undoubtedly  corresponding  with  the  wishes  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  genuine  disciples. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  course  of  the  debates  on 
the  Loan  bill,  some  gentleman  spoke  of  the  Rus- 
sian mediation,  on  which  I  had  publicly  written, 
stating  that  the  Russian  Minister,  Mr.  DaschkofT 
had  made  an  oflTer  of  it  without  orders  from  his 
Government;  whereas  it  now  appeared.  Irora  the 
documents  lately  communicated  by  the  President, 
that  Mr.  Daschkofl"  was  instructed   to  offer  the 
mediation  of  his  master,  the  Emperor  Alexander 
to  effect  a  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain;  and  the  gentleman  expressed  his 
expectation  that  my  candor  would  induce  me  to 
acknowledge  I  had  been  in  an  error.     Sir,  I  shall 
never  hesitate,  on  proper  evidence,  to  corifess  an 
error;  but  in  this  case  I  have  nothing  to  retract 
I  publicly  announced,  that  my  whole  statement 
rested  on  the  information  I  had  received— but  re- 
ceived  from  a  gentleman  on  whose  correctness  I 
relied.     And,  s.r^  J  s„il   ,hink  the  leliance  was 
just.    I  entertain  no  doubt  that  a  verbal  ofl'er  wa« 
made  without    instructions,  and  rejected.     The 
gentleman's  information,  as  I  stated  it.  came  down 
to  the  6th  of  March,  1813;  to  which  Mr.  Dasch- 
kofl had  received  no  instructions.     And  within  a 
few  days  I  have  learnt,  very  accidentally,  thou.rh 
Irom  an  authentic  source,  that  it  was  on  the  same 
bth  of  March,  and  I  understand  on  the  evening  of 
that  day.  the  despatches,  containing  Mr.  Das°ch- 
kofl^s  instructions,  came  to  his  hands;  and  or,  the 
Sth  of  March  he  tendered  the  mediation  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Here,  sir,  give  me  leave  to  notice   the  advan- 
tage attempted  to  be  taken  by  diff^erent  gentlemen, 
of  one  expression   in  Mr.  Daschkofl^s   letter,  to 
justify  our  Government   in  declaring  war.     Mr. 
Daschkofl- says-'- His  Majesty,  who  takes  pleas- 
ure in  doing  justice  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Got- 
•  ernment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  is 
convinced  that  it  has  done  all  that  it  could  do  to 
•prevent  this  rupture."     If,  sir.  such  a  sentiment 
be  expressed  in  Mr.  Daschkofl-'s  instructions  from 
his  Government,   it  must   be   viewed  as   one  of 
hose  diplomatic  compliments  which  mean  no- 
'rtLf"'rT'"^'!  'e." ---!'y  by  any  dip- 
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ridiculous.  And  unquestionably  an  equal  com- 
pliment, whatever  it  might  be.  was  paid  to  the 
British  as  to  the  American  Government.  But 
certainly  the  Russian  Government  could  not  have 
expected  that  either  would  havt?  been  published 
to  the  world.  And  if  we  suppose  the  sentiment 
was  expressed  to  the  American  Government,  ex- 
clusively, we  must  also  suppose  that  the  Emperor 
Alexander  was  willing  to  charge  the  Government 
of  his  distinguished  ally.  Great  Britain,  with  a 
conduct  directly  oppo>ite  to  that  of  the  American 
Government;  that  is,  as  persisting  in  claims  un- 
reasonable and  unjust — a  supposition  not  easily 
to  be  admitted,  because  the  imputation  is  grossly 
affrontive  to  Great  Britain.  But,  after  all,  (as 
drowning  men  will  catch  at  straws.)  of  what 
value  is  the  sentiment,  if  really  expressed  in  Mr. 
Daschkoflf's  instructions?  Wiiat  does  the  Em- 
peror Alexander  know  of  the  merits  of  the  con- 
troversy, which,  for  so  many  years,  has  been  kept 
up  between  our  own  and  the  British  Govern- 
ment ?  W^ho  can  be  weak  enough  lo  imagine, 
that,  amidst  the  cares  of  his  vast  empire,  he  has 
spent  any  time  in  examining  the  many  volumes 
of  letters  and  other  documents  which  have  been 
written  and  published  on  this  subject  ?  The  num- 
ber even  of  American  citizens  who  have  read 
them,  with  the  critical  attention  requisite  to  the 
forming  of  a  correct  opinion,  is  very  small  ;  nor 
is  it  credible  thit  the  Russian  Minister  of  State, 
Count  Romanzow,  was  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  controversy  to  have  pronounced  such  a 
definitive  opinion.  And,  therefore,  if  he  did  enter- 
tain that  opinion,  it  must  have  been  formed  on 
the  information  given  him  on  one  side  of  the 
question  by  Mr.  Adams;  a  circumstance,  if  true, 
that  would  show  how  ill  qualified  was  the  Rus- 
sian Minister  of  State  to  act.  in  the  name  of  the 
Emperor,  the  part  of  a  mediator.  The  case  was 
simply  this:  The  Emperor  knew  that  war  had 
taken  place  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  and  was  solicitous  to  efTecl  a  reconcilia- 
tion, because  he  wished  for  the  uninterrupted  and 
undiminished  aid  of  his  great  ally,  in  the  com- 
mon cause  of  Europe,  against  the  dangerous  power 
of  France  ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  hn  sub- 
jects, who  had  been  long  sufTering  under  the 
French  Emperor's  continental  system,  might  en- 
joy all  the  benefits  of  a  free  communication  with 
the  United  States. 

By  the  papers  communicated  about  the  Rus- 
sian mediation,  it  appears  that  the  British  Minis- 
ter at  St.  Petersburg  offered  to  give  a  passport  to 
an  American  vessel,  to  proceed  to  the  United 
Status  with  the  despatches  of  Mr.  Adams,  and 
those  of  the  Russian  Government  containing  the 
ofTer  of  its  mediation,  provided  the  vessel  should 
touch  in  England;  a  condition  with  which,  Mr. 
Adams  says,  'he  did  not  think  it  suitable  to  com- 
ply." Why  it  was  not  suitable  is  not  intimated. 
Had  the  vessel  been  despatched,  and  touched  in 
England,  she  might  have  brought  with  her  the 
decision  of  the  British  Government,  not  to  accept 
the  mediation,  and  thus  have  prevented  the  use- 
less mission  to  Russia,  and  the  delay,  for  near  a 
year,  of  laeasures  for  a  direct  negotiation  to  put 


an  end  to  the  war,  if  that  was  really  desired. 
There  are  many  other  topics,  Mr.  Chairman, 
which  have  been  introduced  into  this  debate, and 
which  1  intended  to  notice;  but.  weary  of  the 
subject,  I  shall  pass  them  by.  and  conclude  with 
a  few  observations  on  the  Army  and  Navy  of 
the  United  Slates,  as  employed  in  the  present 
war. 

In  the  debate  on  the  bill  for  filling  the  ranks  of 
the  Army,  in  order  to  continue  the  war,  one  rea- 
son assigned,  was,  *•  to  redeem  the  military  char- 
acter of  the  country."  Sir.  I  do  not  think  it  needs 
redemption  ;  I  mean,  that  I  do  not  think  ourcoun- 
try  disgraced.  The  like  materials  for  an  army 
exist  as  in  the  time  of  our  Revolutionary  war. 
But,  soldiers  are  not  formed  in  a  day.  New  offi- 
cers and  new  men  require  muca  and  long  instruc- 
tion. Soldiers  taken  from  the  tranquil  walks  of 
civil  life  must  pass  through  a  course  of  strict 
discipline,  and  be  gradually  inured  to  dangers,  lo 
acquire  the  steadiness  necessary  to  meet,  on  equal 
terms,  the  regular  troops  of  an  enemy.  The  uni- 
form exercise  o{  the  musket  is  the  easiest  part 
that  soldiers  have  to  learn.  To  march,  to  wheel, 
to  change  their  positions  as  the  scenes  of  action 
change,  and  yet  preserve  their  order,  are  the  dif- 
ficult parts  of  duty.  If  without  such  essential 
preparation  our  troops  have  been  led  into  action, 
disasters  were  to  have  been  expected. 
I  Entirely  diflferent  is  our  Naval  war.  There, 
both  officers  and  men  have  already  learnt  to  march 
I  on  the  mountain  wave,  and  their  minds  are  farail- 
I  iar  with  danger— with  the  perils  of  storms  and 
i  tempests— that  would  appal  the  hearts  of  lands- 
1  men.  They  are  also,  as  seamen,  perfectly  skilled 
i  in  all  the  movements  and  manceuvres  rendered 
necessary  by  changes  of  the  wind  or  the  conduct 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  nearly  all  they  want  besides, 
at  the  breaking  out  of  war.  is  to  iearn  the  exer- 
cise of  cannon — a  work  of  ten  or  fifteen  days. 
Hence  it  was,  that  very  early  after  thecommence- 
ment  of  the  war  of  our  Revolution,  our  armed 
vessels  met  those  of  the  enemy  on  equal  terms, 
reckoning  man  for  man.  and  gun  for  gun.  And, 
for  myself.  I  wanted  no  new  proofs  of  our  ability 
to  meet  an  equal  enemy  on  the  seas.  That,  in 
the  encounters  which  have  happened  m  the  pres- 
ent war.  a  superiority  has  appeared  on  the  side  of 
the  American  armed  vessels,  is  not  surprising, 
when  it  is  considered,  that  by  the  war.  nearly  all 
our  seamen  were  thrown  out  of  employment — 
the  declaration  of  war  having  put  an  end  to  our 
fisheries,  and  almost  annihilated  our  mercantile 
navigation — whence  it  happened  that  our  naval 
officers  had  it  in  their  power  to  man  their  vessels 
with  a  superior  class  of  sailors.  The  enemy,  oa 
the  other  hand,  manning  thousands  of  merchant 
vessels,  and  many  hundred  vessels  of  war.  had 
their  choice  of  seamen  lessened.  For  a  long  time, 
too.  they  had  been  almost  without  an  enemy  on 
the  ocean  ;  and  their  only  enemy  there,  they  had 
been  accustomed  almost  uniformly  to  beat,  and 
consequently  to  despise.  Hence,  they  had  grown 
over-confident  and  careless — circumstances  which, 
even  when  the  forces  should  be  equal,  could  hardly 
fail  lo  produce  defeat  and  disgrace. (13) 
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Noteg  by  .T/r.  Pickering^. 

*  i  (I)  The  l^ockade  from  the  river  Elbe  to  Brest. 

I  I  Oa  the  ICih  of  May,  1806.  the  Bntish  Government 
«  lnued  an  or^er  declaring  the  coast,  rivers,  and  porta, 
J  I'om  the  rivty  Elbe  to  the  port  of  Brest,  to  be  in  a  state 

*  ^  blockade.  The  practicability  of  such  a  blockade  haa 
^een  denied  ^)y  our  Government ;  but.  since  nearly  the 
vhole  of  ouj  own  coast,  of  much  greater  extent,  ha« 
l|een  actual*  blockaded  by  the  British,  the  practica- 
^^ity  of  the  ^rmer  wught  no  longer  to  be  doubted.  It 
i|  notorious,  ^hat  if  one  of  our  merchant  vessels,  and 

If^en  our  puSic  arm«d  vessels,  get  out   or    in,  without 

tncounterin^  the  British  ships,  it  is  for  the   moat  part 

tiwing  to  their  superior  sailing.     But  the   fact   is,  and 

.   dur  Governnjent  well   knew  that  by  the  order  of  the 

I  ^th  of  .Vf  ay^  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Bntish  Gov- 

lefnment  to  o|)en,  not  to  shut,  the  ports   from   Elbe  to 

Brest,  (excelling  a  small  part  of  them  from  Ostend  to 

tie  river  Seiie,  already  in  a  state  of  strict  and  rigorous 

.blockade.)  sojas  to  allow  neutrals  to  carry  on  what  has 

bfen  called  t^e  colonial  trade  with    those  i)ort8.     This 

v^  clearly  t^e  intention  of  the   Brituh  Government 

hV  the  terms fcf  the  order   itself;   and  so  .Mr.  Monroe 

usiderstood  it;     In  his  letter  of  May  17,  1806,  to    Mr. 

Vjadison,  he  iays: 

"Early  thi;  morning,  I  received  from  Mr.  Fox  a 
nrjte,  a  copy  ^,{  which  is  enclosed,  which  you  will  per- 
ceive embrac's  explicitly  a  principal  subject  depending 
btjtween  our  tiovernments,  though  in  rather  a  singular 
flfode.     The  Ijote  is  couched  in  terms  of  restraint,  and 

t)fofe«8e8  to  e-itend  the  blockade  further  than  was  here- 
^ore  done  ;  Jievertbeless,  it  Ukcs  it  from  many  porU 
ifready  block  ided  ;  indeed,  from  all  east  of  Ostend  and 
*.-9t  ot  the  a.ine,  except  in  articles  contraband  of  war 

fijid  enemies'  property,  which  are  seizable  without  a 
•Uickade.  .^nd.  in  Uke  form  of  exception,  considering 
N^ry  enemy;  M  one  Power,  it  admits  the  trade  of  neu- 
^riils,  within  .ihe  same  limit,  to  be  free,  in  the  produc- 
tions of  enert^es"  colonies,  in  every  but  the  direct  route 

*  ""  .u.  ^lony  j^mj  jfjg  parent  country." 
ot  only  .Mr.  Monroe,  but  our  Adminis- 


Iminatmg  (treat  Britain  and  favoring  France,  it  was 
fade  a  8ubjc,;t  of  complaint   against    the   former,  and 
.iered  as  an.  ppology  for  the  latter  in  issuing   the  Ber- 
^ik  decree.    '; 

slV'l  ^^''  ^^i'^'*'"'«  ''Iter  oi  May  22,  1807,  to  Gen- 
|.*1  Armstroiif,  in  Pans.  After  mentioning  the  ne- 
t r^sity  ot  orders  to  French  cruisers,  to  prevent  their 
^tfcturuig  ou.^  vessels,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
djrlin  decree.;  Mr  Madison  adds-- There  are  proofs 
3ih«t  the  W  est  In.l,.  ,.,.„-.„.„  i---  under  color  of  the 

ch   will  constitute 

k  i'^^     Tk       *  . government." 

I  *■    viv    >*"°^    ordinance   of  France,  issued   by 

|.^ui8  A IV.  irj  1794.  in  amelioration  of  former  rules 

ivA  re-enacte4  by  Louis  XV  in  1744,  with  some  alter- 

f  tfons  to  conform  the  ordinance   to   certain   treaties 

^itains  the  f:.llowing  regulation  : 

r-  Article  VI*    Vessels  beiong.ng  to  subjects  of  neu- 

il  States,  whjch  shall  depart  from  the  ports  of  a  State 

bj  enemy  of  Jlis  Majesty,  and  there  have  taken  their 

fc|ing   in  wh,Je  or  in  part,  to  go  to  the  States  of  any 

l^er  Pnnce  t„an  their  own,  whether  allied  to  His  Ma    ' 


ojcj,  Mulr.l,  >>r  enemy,  m.v  be  stoDii,    .n  I  V        V,      ,  -l  """'"•  '"''  "'""J  "(""•H?  at  the  de- 


n.^  u-     u-        i'  7  •' -'  "'^yy^ru   aim    urougni 

n,o  his  kingdom,  and  shall  be  declared  good  prize  with 

t«.VjecU  of  H;s   Majesty,  or   of  an   allied   or   neutral 


(4)  Such  an  arming,  vigorously  conducted,  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  would  have  saved  thirty 
millions  of  dollars  in  property,  belonging  to  our  mer- 
chants, seized,  taken,  and  confiscated  by  the  French 
Emperor  and  his  alhes  subsequent  to  his  Berlin  decree. 
And,  by  such  resistance,  we  should  also  have  prevent- 
ed the  issuing  of  the  Bntish  Orders  in  Council  of  No- 
vember,  1807;  under  the  operation  of  which,  veawls 
and  merchandise  to  a  large  amount  have  been  lost  to 
our  merchants. 

In  February,  1811,  I  requested  the  late  Thomas 
t  itziimons,  Esq..  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  best  in- 
formed merchants  in  the  United  States,  to  give  me  his 
opinion  of  the  amount  of  losses  sustained  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  from  French  captures,  sei- 
zures, and  confiscations.  He  answered.  "  I  think  the 
amount  would  exceed  fifty  millions  of  dollars."  Then 
mentioning  the  treaty  concluded  with  France  on  the 
30lh  of  September,  1800,  (Bonaparte  then  First  Con- 
sul.) in  which  all  claims  of  our  merchanU  for  spolia- 
tions on  their  commerce,  up  to  that  time,  were  relin- 
quished, Mr.  Fitzsimons  says,  "the  universal  opinion 
was  that  the  treaty  abandoned  claims  for  unjust  cap- 
tures to  the  amount  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars."  He 
then  adds,  "  The  late  seizure,  in  Italy.  Holland,  Ant- 
werp, «kc.,  (all  places  under  the  control  of  the  French 
Lmperor  )  and  the  late  reprisals,  as  they  are  called, 
(under  the  Emperor's  peculiarly  iniquitous  RambouU- 
let  decree  )  certainly  exceed  thirty  millions,  independ- 
ently of  the  property  now  in  jeopardy  in  the  North  of 
Europe. 

The  above  mentioned  claims  were  abandoned  be- 
cause there  was  hardly  a  distant  hope  that  the  French 
Government  would  ever  pay  to  our  citizens  the  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  of  which,  in  the  captures  of  their 
vessels  and  merchandise,  they  had  been  despoiled  by 
!•  rench  cruisers  ;  and  because,  in  consideration  of  that 
abandonment,  the  French  Government  renounced  lU 
pretensions  to  have  the  old  treaties  revived,  especially 
the  entangling  treaty  of  alUance, 

As  to  losses  sustained  by  our  merchanU   attempting 

carry  on  trade  with  France,  am 

pendencies,  in  contravention  of  Bntish  regulaUons, 
Mr.  I-itzsimons  says,  "  It  may  not  be  unuseful  to  add 
here,  that,  as  respecU  British  captures,  they  were  very 
large  m  amount ;  but,  that  above  four-fifths  of  the  con- 
demnations made  in  the  vice-admiralty  courts  were  re- 
versed upon  the  appeals.  Nevertheless,  owing  to  the 
sacrifice  by  sales  of  the  property,  and  the  exorbitant 
charges  of  the  officers,  the  recoveries  seldom  exceeded 
one  half  of  the  actual  value." 

(5)  It  is  m  a  case  of  this  kind  that  the  opinion  of 
the  celebrated  Bynkershoek,  on  mantime  law,  may  be 
introduced      He  says,  '•  But  if  we  take  for  our  guide 

shall  find  that  everything  is  lawful  against  an  enemy 
as  such.  If  ever  this  pnnciple  was  applicable,  in  it. 
most  extensive  sense,  it  was  m  the  actual  forlorn  situ- 
atwnol  Great  Bntnin.  and  the  hopeless  condition  of 
the  Continent,  at  the  time  here  referred  to. 

(6)  The  grounds  on  which  these  Orderi  in  Council 
were  issued,  are  stated,  in  their  preamble,  to  be  the 
eatablishing  of  an  unprecedented  system  of  warfare 
against  Great  Bntain,  and  aimed  especially  at   the  de- 


|^i*n8  of  eneoj;* 
|>«tween  the  co 

'1.    *             "  ?""'. — •'  ""■  '""'""«'  "ui   our   Auminis-         '"  "*  ■"»•«  -su.>siainea  oy  our  merchanU   attemotine 
.rftUon    app«ved^tisfied,    until,   for   the    purpose   of  i  ^o  carry  on  trade  with  France,  and  her   allies   and   de 
Aminating  (treat  Bntain  and  favonn?  Frsnrp   it  w. a     pendencies,  in   contrnvpnimr,   ^f   w...;..k    i... _ 


f 


decree  which  declared  the  Brituh  islands  to  be  m  a 
state  of  blockade  ;  thereby  subjecting  to  capture  and 
condemnation  all  vessels,  with  the'  cargo^  "  wh"h 
.hould  continue  to  trade  with  the  Bntiah   dominion. , 
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and  prohibiting  all  trading  in  English  merchandise, 
which,  whether  coming  from  her  colonies  or  manufac- 
ture., was  declared  lawful  pnze.  That  the  nations  in 
alliance  with  France,  and  under  her  control,  were  re- 
quired to  give,  and  had  given,  and  continued  to  give, 
effect  to  that  decree;  that  the  Order  in  Council,  of 
January  7,  1807,  was  issued  either  to  compel  the  revo- 
cation of  the  Berlin  decree,  or  to  induce  neutral  na- 
tion, to  interpose  with  effect  to  obtain  it.  revocation ; 
but  which,  on  the  contrary,  had  then  been  recently 
enforced  with  great  rigor;  and  that,  under  these  cir 
cumstance.,  the  Britisb  Government  found  itMlf  com- 
pelled to  take  further  measures  for  asserting  and  vindi- 
cating the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  supporting  her 
maritime  power  ;  the  maintenance  of  which  was  not 
more  "essentisd  to  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  her 
dominion.,  than  it  was  to  the  protection  of  such  States 
a.  still  retained  their  independence,  and  to  the  general 
intercourse  and  happiness  of  mankind." 

Then  followed  the  Order,  in  Council  of  November 
11,  1807,  declanng  that  "all  the  ports  of  France  and 
her  allies,  or  of  any  other  country  at  war  with  His 
Majesty,  and  all  other  ports  or  places  in  Europe,  from 
which,  although  not  at  war  with  His  Majesty,  the 
British  flag  was  excluded,  and  all  ports  or  places  in 
the  colonies,  belonging  to  His  Majesty's  enemies," 
should  be  subject  to  the  restrictions  of  the  most  rigor- 
ous blockade.  But  the  orders  proceed  to  state,  that 
although  His  Majesty  would  be  fully  justified,  by  the 
circumstance,  above  recited,  to  esUblish  such  a  system 
of  rigorous  blockade,  "  yet,  being  desirous  not  to  sub- 
ject neutrals  to  any  greater  inconvenience  than  was 
inseparable  from  his  determination  to  counteract  the 
designs  of  hu  enemies,  and  to  retort  upon  them  the 
consequence,  of  their  own  violence  and  injustice;" 
and  being  yet  willing  to  hope  that  "  it  might  be  possi- 
ble (consulently  with  that  object)  still  to  allow  to  neu- 
tral, the  opportunity  of  furnishing  themselves  with 
colonial  produce  for  their  own  consumption  and  sup- 
ply ;  and  even  to  leave  open,  for  the  present,  such  trade 
with  His  Majesty's  enemies  as  should  be  carried  on 
directly  with  the  porU  of  His  Majesty',  dominions,  or 
of  his  allies,  in  the  manner  thereinafter  mentioned:" 
Therefore,  such  trade  of  neutrals  with  enemy  colonies 
was  permitted,  so  far  as  regarded  articles  for  their  own 
consumption  ;  and  also,  in  the  manner  prescribed,  they 
might  trade  with  the  enemies  uf  Great  Bntain.  on  the 
payment  of  certain  duties  required  on  the  importation 
into  (ircat  Britain  uf  goods  destined  for  the  territories 
of  ber  enemies,  and  countries  under  their  control,  and 
executing  the  Berlin  decree  against  Great  Britain. 
These  are  the  duties  to  which  the  name  of  *•  tribute" 
has  been  given — a  name  selected  in  order  to  render 
Great  Britain  and  her  orders  the  more  odious  ;  seeing 
one  nation  really  under  tribute  to  another,  must  be 
considered  as  dependent  and  degraded.  The  true  state 
of  the  aise  i.  simply  this :  If  in  the  actual  state  of  the 
world,  in  1807,  when  the  French  Emperor  had  sub- 
verted the  whole  law  of  nations,  and,  in  effect,  reduced 
the  small  number  of  nation,  remaining  free  from  his 
yoke  to  a  state  of  nature,  in  which  reason,  and  not 
ancient  rules,  was  to  be  resorted  to  for  direction  :  if, 
under  such  circumstances.  Great  Bntain  was  justifia- 
ble (a.i  many  citizens,  to  whom  I  have  before  referred, 
believed,  and,  as  I  think,  on  solid  grounds)  in  abso- 
lutely interdicting  all  commerce  of  neutrals  with  her 
enemies  and  their  associates — then,  if  she  was  willing 
to  relax  her  system  foundetl  on  rigid  right,  in  favor  of 
neutral  commerce,  she   had  a  right  to  prescribe   the 


conditions  under  which  it  should  be  carried  on — whe- 
ther by  the  payment  of  duties,  or  otherwise.  And  it 
would  seem  that,  by  demanding  such  duties,  Great 
Britain  expected  to  receive  an  equivalent  for  the  bene- 
fiu  which  her  enemies  would  derive  from  the  trade  of 
neutrals. 

(7)  The  Rambouillet  decree  of  the  Frwich  Emperor 
was  distinguished  for  it.  unexampled  iniquity.  On 
the  first  of  .March,  1809,  Congress  passed  the  non-in- 
tercourse law.  which  so  far  repealed  the  embargo  law 
as  to  permit  the  departure  of  our  merchant  vessels  with 
their  cargoes  to  all  countries,  excepting  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  their  colonies  and  dependencies,  or 
places  in  the  actual  possesion  of  either.  This  non- 
intercourse  law  was  to  expire,  by  iu  own  Umitation,at 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress;  and,  by  a  law 
previou.ly  pa.wd,  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  had 
been  fixed  for  the  fourth  Monday  in  May,  1809. 

This  law  was  published  in  the  American  newspa- 
pers, which,  of  course,  went  to  France,  and  an  official 
copy  of  it  was  delivered  by  General  .\rmstrong,  "  with 
sufficient  promptitude"  (as  he  has  stated)  to  the  French 
Government.  A  whole  year  elapMd  without  any 
known  complaint  against  the  non-inlercourM  law.  In 
that  time  .\merican  vessels  with  rich  cargoes  resorted 
to  the  porU  of  Holland,  Spain.  Italy,  and  Naples; 
countries  which  our  own  Government  chose  to  con- 
sider as  independent,  although  known  to  be  the  real 
"  dependencies"  of  France  ;  some  of  the  porU  in  Spain 
excepted,  whicli  the  patriot  Spaniards,  by  the  effectual 
aid  of  British  forces,  had  rescued  from  her  grasp. 

In  this  state  of  things,  with  such  vast  .\merican 
property  within  his  reach,  the  F'ronch  Emperor,  on  the 
23d  of  March,  1810,  issued  his  decree  at  Rambouillet, 
ordering  to  be  seized  and  sold  all  American  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  which  had  entered,  or  should  enter  the 
porU  of  France  and  her  dependencies  after  the  20th 
of  May,  1809.  And  the  French  Minister,  the  Duke  of 
Cadore,  declared  to  General  Armstrong  that  this  de- 
cree was  fin  act  of  reprisal  for  the  non-intercourse  law, 
which  prohibited  the  entrance  of  French  vessefs  and 
French  merchandiM  into  the  porUof  the  United  States 
after  the  20th  of  May,  1809.  But  the  entrance  of  Brit- 
ish vessels  and  British  merchandise  was  in  the  same 
manner  forbidden;  yet  the  Britisb  Government  acqui- 
esced. Our  own  Government  intended,  unquestiona- 
bly, to  favor  France,  by  permitting  American  vessels 
to  carry  cargoes  of 'merchandises  really  wanted  by  her 
to  the  porU  of  Holland,  Spam,  Italy,  and  Naples,  from 
«3me  of  which  porU  their  conveyance  to  France  would 
be  easy;  and  all  those  countries,  Spain  excepted,  be- 
ing then  under  the  periiect  control  of  Bonaparte,  might 
justly  be  considered  as  parU  of  the  French  Empire. 
Yet  this  very  distinction  between  France  and  thoM 
dependent  countries,  gratuitously  made  by  our  own 
Government  in  favor  of  France,  the  Emperor  affected 
to  resent,  and  to  consider  as  another  reason  for  seizing 
and  confiscating  American  property. 

But  this  Rambauillet  decree,  and  it.  execution,  are 
stamped  with  marks  of  singular  atrocity.  It  rvas  not 
issued  until  near  nine  months  after  the  non-intercourse 
law  had  expired  ;  and  was  not  made  known  until  the 
I4lh  of  May,  1810.  when  it  was  published  in  French 
newspapers,  (which  appeared  to  be  the  first  notice  of 
it  obtained  by  our  Minister  in  Paris)  and  carried  into 
immediate  execution. 

(8)  Oppression  often  takes  place,  not  as  the  result 
of  a  system  of  government,  but  of  the  perverse  dispo- 
sition of  individual  officers.     The  passage  quoted  from 
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jny  letter  •(  September  10,  1796,  to  Mr.  King,  has 
Reference  t(?  the  conduct  of  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker, 
kl  Jamaica^  His  predecessor  on  that  station  allowed 
to  the  Amirican  i^ent  there  the  means  of  liberating 
^merican  Vamen,  by  legal  process,  in  which  their 
{itizenship  ;vas  ascertained,  and  such  were  dischart^ed. 
^lir  Hyde  Parker,  ovicceeding  to  the  command,  forbade 
Jus  officers  lu  submit  to  the  process.  His  morose  tem- 
'  h€T  was  fejt  ^y  his  fellow-subjecU.  the  British  sailors, 
tvho  therefo/«e  gave  him  the  name  of  Vinegar  Parker. 
In  the  present  war,  in  our  own  country,  we  have  fre- 
quent accoi^its  of  oppression  and  outrage  exercised 
•in  our  citizt  ,is  by  men  bearing  commissions  under  the 
<^uthority  of  the   L'nited   States;  yet   no  one   imputes 


thousand  dollars,  on  account  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  Con.-^iderable  sums  have  since  been 
drawn,  on  the  same  account,  from  the  custom-house 
in  Savannah.  The  secret  was  so  badly  kept,  that  the 
whole  country  through  which  (Jeneral  Matthews  and 
his  coadjutor,  Colonel  Isaacs,  passed,  were  apprized  of 
the  design  ;  and  that  this  public  money,  so  drawn,  was 
for  the  purpose  above  stated.  But,  sir,  East  Florida 
was  not  the  sole  object  in  contemplation.  Colonel 
Hawkins,  one  of  our  agents  for  Indian  affairs,  was  ap- 
plied to  by  General  Matthews  and  Colonel  Isaacs,  to 
negotiate  a  passage  for  their  army  (so  called)  through 
the  ('reek  nation,  for  the  express  purpose  of  attacking 
and  taking  |M)8se8sion  of  the  city  of  Pensacola,  afler 


«uch   wronf,'-   to   the  Government.     But  fuch  highly  '  the  fall  of  St.  .\ugustine,  which  was  considered 


as  cer- 
tain. In  consequence  of  this  request  from  General 
Matthews  and  Colonel  Isaacs,  Colonel  Hawkins  nego- 
tiated with  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  the  passage 
of  this  army  of  patriots  through  their  country." 

(13)  Several  gentlemen  who  spoke  in  the  debate 
on  the  Loan  bill,  having  noticed  some  parts  of  the  pre- 
ceding speech,  it  was  intended  to  olFer  a  brief  reply, 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  some  material 
I  errors  in  facts  into  which,  through  want  of  information, 
they  had  fallen.  But,  a  perversion  of  what  is  called 
the  "previous  question,"  (whose  legitimate  use  is  to 
prevent  a  decision  of  the  main  question,  when  circum- 
stances should  render  any  decision  inexpedient,  but  the 
perverse  use  of  which  compels  the  immediate  decision 
of  the  main  question,)  this  "  previous  question"  hav- 


ieprehensibt-  conduct  as  that  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  was 
probably  no{  repeated  by  any  other  commanding  offi- 
cer. .\nd  Ijjr  some  years  before  the  war  was  declared 
file  injunclivius  of  the  royal  proclamation  (of  the  16th 
(?f  October, -1807)  v/ere  no  doubt  generally  observed. 
(9)   Mr.  Madison  himself  has  always  ^admitted    the 

ght  of  (jtj-it  Britain  to  impress  her  own  subjects 

om  Ameri'in  merchant  vessels,  when  these  were  in 

ritish  porta.  And  the  instructions  written  by  him, 
>jy  the  direction  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  for  the  negotiations 
Cfith  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  impressments, 
liniformly  concede  this  point. 

;  (10)  The  remarks  relative  to  the  rule  of  1756,  are 
qpnnected  wiih  the  observation  of  the  gentleman  from 
«tatc  of  South  Carolina,  (Mr.   Calhoun.)   "that  the     . 
■lllnglish   Coijrt  of  Admiralty   formerly   regulated    its  ■  ing  stopped  all  further  debate,  Mr.  Pickering  is  con- 
ijecisions   by  .the  law  of  nations;  but  latterly  by  the  '  strained  to  offer  a  few  observations,  by  way  of  reply, 
(♦ders  of  its  government."     To   this  it   may  be  an-     '"  '^'"^  "'^'*- 
■akvored— thatf  the  liw  of  nations  is  still   avowed  to  be 


A  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppes)  glanced  at 


e  rule  by  *|hich  the  adjudications  of  that  court  are  (  many  topics,  serving  for  declamation  ;  but  generally 
JJrected.  Bt^t  it  will  be  said — "  Its  rules  of  decision  touching  only  their  surface,  no  answer  is  necesbary. 
V^Vry,  at  one  )ime  and  another,  in  cases  of  the  same  ',  What  seemed  most  to  have  roused  his  feelings,  was  the 


Ikjnd,  in  obe^i^ence  to  the  orders  of  the  Government. 
«i|he  question  then  occurs,  whether  those  orders  are, 
Jf )}  are  not  co>r.formable  to  the  law  of  nations  i.      Under 


K 


statement  made  by  Mr.  P.  relative  to  the  embargo  of 

December,   1HU7,  enacted  on  the   recommendation  of 

.Mr.  Jefferson,  which  was  demonstrated  to  be  a  gross 

me  circum-^ances  a  Government  may  insist  on  the     imposture,  but  which,  by  the  deception  practised  on  the 

ercise   ot  .iji  extreme  rights,  within   the   limits  of;  people,  induced  their  acquiescence  in  the  measure  for 

blic   law,  rfnd   in   other  circumstances,  relax   from     above  fourteen  months,  by  which  a  general  stagnation 

of  this  comr 


^i|ch  ngid  aulierence  to  them  ;  and  again  from  the  lat 
*fr  state  TecxJj  to  the  former.  These  remarks  seem 
•applicable  to  ;he  changes  in  the  British  Admiralty  de- 
r^ions  of  wht:h  we  complain.  For  a  time,  the  rigor 
)|  the  rule  of  1756  was  relaxed;  and  then  again 
^  >jiced  up  to  H  stricter  construction  of  the  rule.     If  in 

iViy  case  thL".  was  done,  without  reasonable  notice  to 
lilutrals  of  tii.7  change,  it  was,  like  all  the  decrees  of 
Ilie  r  rench  Kinperor  for  capturing  and  seizing  neutral 
ji|£)perty,  higljy  reprehensible  and  unjust.     What  has 


merce  was  effected,  to  the  ruin  of  some,  to 
the  grievous  damage  of  multitudes,  and  to  the  general 
injury  of  the  country.  .Mr.  P.  also  stated  the  great 
extent  of  the  commerce  which  might  have  been  enjoy- 
ed, notwithstanding  the  French  decrees  and  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council,  if  the  embargo  had  not  been 
imposed;  and  he  showed,  on  the  statement  and  opin- 
ions of  eminent  merchants,  whose  practical  knowledge 
enabled  them  to  form  the  most  correct  judgments,  that, 
but  for  the  embargo,  the  United  States  could  have  con- 


they  would  enjoy  in  a  time  of  peace,  when  the  Euro- 
pean nations  should  carry  on  their  own  commerce,  and, 
as  usual,  monop<^lize  that  with  their  own  colonies.* 


Ix^n  the  fact,  i  am  not  sufficiently  informed  to  express  |  tinued  to  carry  on  a  commerce  at  least  as  cxten 

"i  opinion.     J 

■(11)  The  SJianish  officers  continued  to  throw  obsta- 

i/a  in  the  wny  of  running   the   boundary  line,  from 

'ibruary,  171lf7,  to  the  Summer  of  1798  ;  and  nothing 
>ttt  .Mr.    Ellicf  tt's  resolute  conduct,  and   his  actually 

nnmencing  *4\e  work,  without  wciting  any  longer  for 

f*  Spanish  B-jcnts.  prevented  further  procrastination. 
'■  ^('2)  My  information  (in  addition  to  what  the  news- 

tpers  furnishod)  was  deiived  from  the  letter  of  a  gen- 
Jfman  whona  I  have  long  known,  and  whose  observa- 
4>n.  discernjnent,  and  accuracy,  entitle  him  to  full 
■'jnfulcnce.     On  the  17th  of  .May,  1812,  he  wrote  to 

ifc  as  toliow*^  "  When  General  .Matthews  went  on  to 
[\^  southwai?]  last  Summer,  to  revolutionize  East  Flor- 
'<li.  he  drew  jtrom  the  bank  in  Charleston  about  twenty 


j«ive  as 


•  In  cominiiiin?  ihe  preceding  speech  of  Mr.  P.  lo  wriliiig,  fur 
ihe  i>Tem,  ihe  siaiefumi  anil  opinions  here  referred  lo  wer*  over- 
looked.    Thpy  were  m  Tollows  : 

If  ihe  French  <lecre«  of  Berlin  had  Ijeen  resisied,  by  interdicting 
the  CMmnercH  uf  our  ciiizriis  with  France  and  her  deiiendencies  , 
or,  if  our  Uovprninent  had  treated  that  decree  with  U>ial  disregard, 
and,  instead  of  the  pmbar5o,  had  sulTered  our  merchants  in  pursue 
iheir  commerce  according  U)  their  own  practical,  and  therefore  safe, 
modes;  then  their  trad»)  with  ihn  British  domiiiions— of  riion-  value 
to  thfim,  all  things  considt-reil,  than  an/  and  all  oiher  rominerce— 
and  with  the  other  parts  of  the  world— the  riomioioni  and  deften- 
denciesof  Franco  excejiu-tl— would  have  stood  thus,  accordiog  lo 
the  Treasury  n-|iori  f.>r  the  rear  prpceding  the  emlarso— that  is 
frL^m  September  30. 1*6,  uj  Scpiembcr  30,  lt«7 :  ' 
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The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppes,)  instead 
of  attempting  himself  to  controvert  the  facts  or  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  P. — which  indeed  no  ingenuity  can 
invalidate — prudently  resorted  to  a  speech  delivered  j 
by  Mr.  Giles  in  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  Mr.  P.  in  that 
body,  five  years  ago,  when  a  proposition  for  repealing 
the  embargo  law  brought  the  same  facts  and  views 
under  examination.  And  as  they  were  in  their  nature 
too  stubborn  and  too  clear  to  be  overthrown  and  chang- 
ed, they  could  be  met  only  by  confident  ai^sertions 
and  ingenious  colorings,  accompanied  by  repeated  inti- 
mations that  they  were  the  ollipring  of  -Mr.  P.'s  angry 
passions.  Of  this  kind  were  the  passages  in  Mr.  Giles's 
speech,  selected  and  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia;  while  any  person  who  should  compare  those 
speeches  would  find  one  free  from  passion,  and  the  other 
marked  with  resentment,  in  almost  every  sentence,  re-  | 
lating  lo  Mr.  P.,  and  for  an  obvious  reason — his  clear 
and  pointed  detection  of  that  embargo  imposture.  < 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppes)  attempt- 
ed to  justify  the  war  for  "sailors'  rights,"  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  on  the  llth  of  April,  1806,  relating 
to  impressments  and  commerce,  for  which  Mr.  P.  and 
other  Federal  members  of  the  Senate  had  voted.  The 
gentleman  first  read  from  the  Senate  Journal  the  mo-  ■ 
tion  to  strike  out  the  following  words  in  the  resolution 
reported  :  "  Demand  and  insist  u^>on  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  their  citizens  captured  and  con-  ■■ 
demned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in 
time  of  peace  ;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such 
American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages  sus-  ; 
tained  by  those  captures  and  condemnations" — which 
was  delerinined  in  the  negative,  yeas  13,  nays  16. 
Among  the  negatives  are  the  names  of  Adams,  Bay- 
ard, Hillhouse,  Pickering,  Tracy,  White.  But  the 
word  insist,  every  one  knows,  does  not  mean  an  irrev- 
ocable perseverance  in  a  demand  ;  much  less,  that,  if  the 
opponent  refuses  to  yield  what  is  insisted  on,  war  should 
be  made  to  enforce  it.  The  two  Houses  of  Congress 
oflen  ininst  on  their  positions  or  amendments  in  bills,  \ 
the  consequence  of  which  is  a  conference,  when  they 
generally  agree — one  or  the  other  House  giving  way, 
or  taking  together  some  middle  ground.     But,  on  fur-  | 

Domestic  exp)rts     ....  -  -#36,109,991  I 

Exports  of  foreign  merchandise  first  l>rou°ht  into  the 


United  SutfS 


-   24,14(1,4M 


Making  togrther #50,250,486 

To  which  add,  for  specie  exported  lo  India  and  China, 
as  not  ap{iearin;  in  the  Trraaury  re|)on»,  estimated  ai      6,000,000 


Making  together 


•%.2oO,4'i6 


Amounting  to  more  than  sixty-sis  millions  of  dollars. 

What,  ill  time  of  profound  i)eace,  would  lie  the  amount  of  otjr  | 
whole  foreign  trade,  was  thus  estimated  by  an  eminent  merchant, 
extensirely  engagetl  iu  it :  j 

Domestic  exports     .....  -  #IS,699,:)92  I 

To  China  ami  India,  in  ipecie       ...  -      6,1)00,0001 


Making  to-jether 


-  »Jl,699,59-2 


Less  in  pe«ce  than  was  practicable  in  the  war  existing 
at  the  lime  ilie  emOai^o  was  laid  .  .  - 


Making  logt-iher 


11,3.W,894 
■  $36,250,486 


The  exports  of  foreign  merchandise,  firft  iniponed  into  the  Uni-  | 
ted  Slates,  wculd  \if  8<)  (ritlini;,  in  time  ofjieaco, as  to  be  not  worth 
considering,  m    forming  ilie  estimate  of  our  peace  trade.      An 
evidence  of  ihis,  and    of  the  general  com-ctneas  of  the   above 
statements,  appears  from  a  view  of  our  trade  in  the  short  space  of  | 
eighteen  or  twenty  m mtlis  iiimiediately  Burce<Hlinc  ihe  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  in  \*ii\ ;  dunng  which,  the  ex|>orts  from  the  United  Suite's  I 
fell  from  t9a,(l(lO,5rt  m  $.".5,><«My3— thowing  a  diminution  of  above 
tbiny^even  uiillion«u(  dollars:  ' 


ther  discussion,  the  word  insist  was  stricken  out ;  and 
the  resolution  as  adopted  by  the  Senate — 23  yeas  to  7 
nays,  (Mr.  P.  voting  for  it) — was  as  follows  : 

•'  hesolved.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
b«  requested  to  demand  the  restoration  of  the  property 
of  their  citizens,  captured  and  condemned  on  the  pre- 
text of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace ;  and  the 
indemnification  of  such  American  citizens,  for  their 
losses  and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and 
condemnations  ;  and  to  enter  into  such  arrangements 
with  the  British  Government,  on  this  and  all  other 
differences  subsisting  between  the  two  nations — and 
particularly  respecting  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen — as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  in- 
terests of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their  earnest 
desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their  citizens,  by 
amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to  which  they  are 
entitled." 

This  resolution  the  gentleman  seemed  inclined  to 
wield  against  Mr.  P.,  as  if  it  were  the  club  of  Hercules, 
to  lay  him  prostrate  at  one  blow,  while,  for  the  purpose 
the  gentleman  had  in  view,  it  is  but  a  straw  in  the 
hands  of — not  u  Hercules.  The  resolution  amounts  to 
no  more  than  this :  The  Senate  advised  .Mr.  Jefferson 
to  make  demands  on  the  British  Government,  relative 
to  certain  questions  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  These,  it  was  known,  would 
be  met  by  opposite  demands  on  the  part  of  that  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  in  order  to  settle  the  points  in  contro- 
versy, Mr.  Jefferson  was  advised  to  enter  into  suitable 
arrangements,  and  by  amicafjle  negotiation  to  obtain 
that  justice  to  which  we  were  entitled.  .And  what  is 
there  in  all  this  to  give  the  slightest  countenance  to  the 
violent  measures,  and  war,  to  which  the  Government 
has  had  recourse  ?     Nothing. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  having  entered  the  lists 
to  vindicate  Mr.  Jefferson  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo, 
proceeded  to  pronounce  his  eulogy;  as  though  former 
deeds,  however  good,  (if  such  had  been  done,)  wouKl 
sanction  or  atone  for  subsequent  bad  ones.  He  rested 
his  eulogy  on  two  grounds — one,  that  "  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  the  first  who  taught  that  man  was  responsible  to 
God  alone  for  his  religious  opinions  !"  This  assertion 
will  excite  surprise,  only  because  it  proves  the  gentle- 
man's total  want  of  information  on  the  subject.  To 
say  nothing  of  what  had  been  written,  proving  that 
point,  with  the  force  of  demonstration,  by  the  great  Mr. 
Locke,  half  a  century  before  Mr.  Jefferson  was  born, 
liberty  of  conscience,  or  the  right  of  every  individual 
to  think  for  himself  in  matters  of  religion  had  been 
practically  established  before  our  Revolution  in  all  the 
British  dominions,  with  some  civil  disabilities,  indeed, 
in  the  parts  of  those  dominions  where  a  particular  form 
of  public  worship  had  been  established  by  law  ;  but,  in 
a  more  liberal  or  absolute  sense,  in  several  of  the  colo- 
nies, particularly  in  Pennsylvania,  from  its  first  settle- 
ment, a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago.  But,  perhaps 
the  gentleman  meant  to  say,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
the  first  to  propose  and  to  procure  the  adoption  of  a 
law  in  Virginia  abolishine  every  establishment  and 
provision  for  the  support  of  the  public  worship  of  God  : 
followed  by  the  selling  even  of  the  glebe  or  parsonage 
lands  which  the  early  inhabitants  had  set  apart  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  ministers  of  religion.  But 
Rhode  Island  also  had  been  at  least  equally  free  with 
Pennsylvania  from  any  religious  establishment,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  colony,  a  hundred  and  seventy 
or  eighty  years  ago.     .Mr.  P.  however  is  ready  to  admit, 
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.  fimt  Mr.  Jeilirrson  may  have  been  the  first  to  teach  the 
^octrine,  thw  it  was  immaterial  to  the  order  of  society, 
r Whether  a  r^nn  believed  in  "twenty  gods  or  no  god  ;" 
£  because,  "'liaya  Mr.  Jefieraon,  "  it  neither  picks  my 
jpckct  nor  *)reak8  my  leg  !"•  Of  this  diacovery,  Mr. 
"i  JSeirerson  wfil  probably  continue  to  enjoy  the  exclusive 
Zionor.t  i 
ip  }  The  otlMf-  ground  of  the  gentleman's  eulogy  was, 

iiat  Mr.  Jefferson  was  "  the  man  who  drew  the  Dec- 
iration  of  Independence."     This,  among  his  partisans, 
as  been  a;  constarat  theme  of  praise  ;    although  the 
Tj^cia ration ;i«  little  more  than  a  compiltUion  from  the 
^ }'aoH  abundfint  public  materials,  in  which  the  rights  of 
V  *:|»e  Colonit*!}  and  ihcir  violation  by  the  British  Govem- 
i^ent  had  b^«n  often  stated  by  distinguished  individu- 
7  His,  by  varic^vs  public  bodies,  and  by  the  Congresses  of 
,    Cili  and  n75.     But,  what  lessens  still  more  Mr.  Jef- 
iU/rson's  shai'r  of  the  work,  he  had   amassed   such  a 
f  redundance  !cf  matter,  and  in  such  a  form,  that  when 
jjljis  dnught  was  reported  to  Congress,  they  struck  out  , 
W^eatly  to  his  morUfication)   a  third  part  of  it,  made  \ 
..  vanous  amKr^dments  of  the  remainder,  and  introduced 
what   Mr.  J«  iTerson  had  wholly  omitted)  an  appeal  to 
e  8uprcm^  Being,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
perintend^rg  Providence.     Mr.  P.  speaks  positively 
Ti  this  poinr,  because  he  has  seen  and  compared  a  copy, 
^iri   Mr.    JeiJrrson's  own  handwriting,  of  his  original 
^({raught  as  reported  to  Congress,  with  the  Declaration  I 
TaJ  pruned,  awended.and  adopted  by  that  body.     There  ! 
Wij  one  corrert  and  liberal  senument  in  the  Declaration,  i 
Jjt*  the  crcdiu  of  which  .Mr.  P.  believes  .Mr.  Jefferson  is 
?f;^titled  ;  aniJ  this  h  not  the  less  credible,  although  his  , 
-i;f»iib8equent  Conduct  has  been  so  little  in  unison  with  it.  ! 
viiaving  advi,Tted  to  the  address  and  warnings  of  Con- 
^l^ss  to  theij-  British  brethren  on  the  subject  of  their  ' 
^rt^evances,  jind    remarked  that   "  they  too  had  been 
Jtl^f  to  the  -voice  of  justice  and  consanguinity,"  the  ' 
ciaration  ({raws  this  solemn  conclusion  :   "  We  must  ; 
erefore  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  denounces  | 
LT  8eparatj(«n,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  I 
'fT^ankind,  enemies  in  war,  m  peace  friends." 

'In  referen-Te  to  the  attempt*  to  settle  our  differences 
-wyth  Great  liritain,  I  think  it  was  the  gentleman  from 

E?inia  whrf  spoke  of"  the  uniform  conciliating  dis-  i 
tion  of  tb^s  country  ;"  and,  mentioning  the  arrange-  | 
^    It  made  tvith  ,Mr.  firskine,  he  asked  "  if  any  one  ' 
J^uld  deny  V.  to  be  sincere  ?"     .Mr.  P.  could  answer,  I 
Si|t  only  for  himself,  but  for  the  great  body  of  Feder-  : 
Ki^ts,  that,  lit  their  opinion,  neither  that  nor  any  other  | 
Ji^igotiation  *ith  Great  Britain    has  been    conducted  j 
ith  smcerUit,  from    1804  to  the  declaration  of  war  in  [ 
|13.     But  be  will  quote  an  opinion  on   this  point, 
jich  ought  !o  be  received  with  peculiar  confidence  by  ' 
)jh|p  fnends  c'i  the    Administration,  because   it  is   the 
4'i^nion  of  a  gentleman,  not  only  of  long  experience 
i<d  distinguished  discernment  in  public  affairs,  but  who, 
*4tiii  natural  id  presume,  stands  high  in  the  confidence 
'p^the  present  -Tresident,  by  whom  he  has  been  selected 
^i|oite  of  the  Commissioners  to  negotiate  a  peace  with 
ri|eat  Britain--!  mean  Mr.  Bayard.     This  gentleman, 
'\U,  a  memorat)$e  speech  in  the  Senate,  five  years  ago, 
V*  addressing  ^he  Administration,  says:  "  Your  meas- 
-tijes  have  not^jeen  impartial  as  to  the  bejbgerents,  and 


,  •  Mr  Jefferson';*  Note*  -in  Virxinia,  answer  lo  query  XVII. 

,  J  .Mr  I»cke  eyiertaiiipU  a  different  opinion  ;  aiid  it  is  the  mote 

>'*J*fl'»tile,  as  4}s  exprntfed  in  his  work  on  1  olcration.     He  says 

r  ^hvm:  are  not  1*  be  toleiaied  who  deny  the  hfine  of  a  God.     Pro- 

J  jse»,  covenant*;  and  ooihs,  which  are  the  bomls  of  hunian  society, 

»^  have  no  lu4d  upon  an  atheiai.    The  ukin«  away  of  Uod. 

StiWfh  I'ui  eve*  \n  thoiisht,  Jiasolves  all  " 


I  your  negotiations  have  not  been  sincere  as  to  Eng- 
;  land."     .Mr.  Buyard  stated  at  large  the  grounds  of  his 
opinion  ;  and  having  mentioned,  with  regret,  the  oth- 
erwise unaccountable  rejection,  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  the 
treaty  concluded  with  Great  Britain,  on  the  31gt  of 
December,  1806,  by  his  own  favorite   Ministers,  Mon- 
roe   and    Pinkney,  he  add^ :     "But,  in   this    lies  the 
secret — a  secret  I  will  dare  to  pronounce — Your  Pres- 
ident never  meant  to  have  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
If  he  had  intended  it,  he  would  have  taken  the  treaty 
of  the  3lRt  of  December,  1806.     If  he  had  intended  it, 
he  never  would  have  fettered  the  CommiKsioners  with 
sine  qua  nons,  [indispensable  conditions]  which  were 
insuperable.     It  was  an  invariable  article  in  the  instruc- 
tions, to  form  no  treaty  unless  the  claim  to  search  mer- 
chant vessels  for  deserters  was  utterly  abandoned.    This 
was  never  expe«rted  ;  and  at  the  arduous  crisis  [in  the 
affairs  of  (Jreat  Britain]  at  which  it  was  insisted  xiyton,  it 
was  impossible  to  expect  it."    To  this  just  conclusion  of 
.Mr.  Bayard — a  conclusion  necessarily  formed  on  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  proceedings  of  the  .Administration 
for  many  years  m  regard  to  Great  Britain,  .Mr.  P.  will 
add  .Mr.  Jefferson's  own  explicit  acknowledgment  to  a 
friend,  that  he  did  not  desire  any  treaty  with   Great 
Britain.     This  was  about  the  time,  in  1807,  when  he 
had     i>eremplorily    rejected     Monroe    and     Pinkney's 
treaty.     And  he  gave  as  a  reason,  that  a  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  was  of  httie  or  no  consequence,  because 
within  a  year  she  wouM  cease  to  be  an  independent  na- 
tion !     If  such  was  really  his  opinion,  and  so  great  his 
Ignorance  of  the  power  and  resources  of  Great  Britain, 
that  in  1807  she  could  not  maintain  her  independence 
more  than  a  year,  how  little  is  he  entitled  to  the  char- 
acter   ascribed    to    hici    by  his    followers,   of   a  well- 
informed,  sagacious,  and  profound  statesman  !      But 
during  all  this  time,  and  indeed  throughout  his  admin- 
istration, Mr.  Jefferson   let  slip  no  opportunity  of  pro- 
fessing his  friendly  and  conciliatory  dispositions  towards 
Great  Britain.      .And  after  he  had  refused  to  accept 
Monroe  and    Pinkney's    treaty,  he  directed    them  to 
renew  the  negotiations,  professing  again  his  "  conciU- 
atory  sentiments,"  and  "sincere  desire  that  no  circum- 
stance   whatever    might    obstruct   the    prosecution   of 
experiments  for  putting  an  end  to  differences  which 
ought  no  longer  to  exist  between  two  nations,  having 
^o    many    motives    to    establish    and    cherish    mutual 
friendship."*     And  two  months  after  this,  though  de- 
termined to  decline  any  arrangement  "  which  did  not 
comprise  a  provision  against  impressments  from  Amer- 
ican vessels  on  the  high  seas  ;  '  yet,  "  persevering  at 
the  same  lime  in   his  earnest  desire  to  establish  the 
harmony  of  the  two  nations,  on  a  proper  foundation," 
he  gave  instructions  to  renew  the  negotiations.! 

In  the  petulant  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  Fisk,)  two  things  only  merit  Mr.  P.'s  no- 
tice, and  this  merely  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  what 
the  gentleman  offered  as  statements  of  facts.  The 
first,  that  the  number  of  impressed  seamen  from  Salem 
alone  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  gen- 
tleman's statement  rests  on  the  information  he  said  he 
had  received.  Mr.  P.  has  no  hesitation  in  pronounc- 
ing the  information  utterly  unfounded.  The  whole 
mass  of  evidence  contained  in  the  depositions  which 
Mr.  P.  read  and  referred  to.  in  the  course  of  his  speak- 
ing, renders  the  gentleman's  information  altogether 
unworthy  of  credit. 


•  I.eiter  from  Mr.  Madison  Secretary  of  Stale,  of  Mard)  18, 18C7 
'.o  MeMTS.  Monroe  ami  Pinkney.  ' 

t  Leiur  from  the  same  lu  the  same,  of  May  30, 1807. 
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The  otiier  exhibition  of  a  suppoaed  fact,  respects  the  j  the   French  Treasury,  "on  whose  report  the  French 
amount  of  French  spoliations — a  subject  wiili  which     Government  should  decide  definitively  in  every  case." 


the  gentleman  appears  to  be  wholly  unacquainted. 
Instead  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  he  said 
they  amounted  only  to  three  millions,  and  referred  to 
the  Louisiana  Treaty  for  the  fact.  But  the  gentleman 
has  miiitaken  the  provision  in  the  treaty  relating  to  the 
purchase  of  Louis^iana,  to  pay  debts  due  to  American 
merchants,  for  an    indemnity  for  spoliations  on  their 


This  provision  of  the  treaty  placed  the  American 
claimants  at  the  mercy  of  the  olGccrs  of  the  French 
Government.  The  consequence  was,  that  to  insure 
the  allowance  of  an  honest  claim,  the  agents  for  the 
American  creditors  were  obliged  to  sacrifice  one-fifth 
or  one-fourth  of  it,  by  way  of  douceur  or  bribe,  to  the 
French   ofBccrs.     This  course  of  corrupt  proceeding 


commerce.  The  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  .Monroe,)  in  |  was  stated  to  me  a  few  years  ago,  at  one  of  the  public 
his  correspondence  with  the  British  Minister,  (Mr.  1  offices  in  this  city,  in  such  manner  as  to  preclude  all 
Foster,)  having  strangely  committed  the  like  mistake,  doubt  of  the  fact.  Moreover,  the  rejection  of  honest 
it  becomes  the  more  necessary  to  give  a  statement  of  claims  (as  where  the  agents  of  the  claimants  had  not 
the  real  facts.  !  been  instructed,  and  did  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty. 

In  a  preceding  note  (4)  the  French  spoliations  prior    ^°  s«crifice  in  bribes,  any,  and  especially  such  large 


to  the  treaty  of  September  30,  1800,  are,  on  the  best 
attainable  grounds,  estimated  at  twenty  millions  of 
dollars.  These  were  by  that  treaty  wholly  abandoned 
by  the  United  States,  for  the  reasons  given  in  that 
note.  But  the  French  Government  itself  was  indebted 
to  the  .American  merchants,  for  supplies  of  provisions 
and  other  articles  to  a  large  amount,  and  for  injuries 
to  their  vessels  and  other  property  in  the  ports  of  France, 
long  detained  by  a  wanton  embargo.  And  as  a  small 
number  of  vessels  wore  captured  during  our  naval 
hostilities  with  France — which  of  course  would  be  con- 
sidered prizes  of  war,  but  which  at  the  date  of  the 
above  mentioned  treaty  were  not  definitively  con- 
demned— these,  agreeably  to  the  fourth  article,  were 
to  be  restored  or  paid  for.  By  the  fifth  article  of  that 
treaty,  France  stipulated  to  pay  the  debts  above-men- 
tioned. They  remained  unpaid,  however,  until  pro- 
vision was  made  for  them  in  the  Louisiana  Treaty, 
concluded  the  30th  April,  1818.  The  purchase  of  that 
province,  every  one  knows,  cost  the  United  Stales  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars.  The  probability  is,  that  it 
might  have  been  purchased  for  ten  millions,  and  that 
the  five  millions  more  were  added  to  make  provision 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  from  the  French  Gov- 
ernment  to  the  .American  merchants.  .And  yet,  only 
three  millions  and  three-qnarters  of  dollars  were  re- 
served of  the  purchase-money  to  discharge  those  debts. 
It  had  been  better,  therefore,  if  the  United  States  had 
undertaken  to  pay  them,  especially  as  the  French 
board  and  other  officers,  in  the  end,  fleeced  the  .Amer- 
ican merchants  whose  claims  were  admitted  of  onc- 
fiflh  or  one-fourth  of  their  dues,  and  choused  others  out 
of  their  whole  debts. 

To  ascertain  what  claims  of  debts  due  to  .American 
citizens  were  just,  and  comprehended  in  the  provision 
of  the  treaty,  a  board,  consisting  of  three  .Americans, 
was  constituted  by  the  American  .Minister  in  Paris, 
(the  late  Chancellor  Livingston,)  to  examine  and  cer- 
tify them.  Some  boards  of  French  officers  were  also 
authorized  to  intermeddle  in  their  examination.  This 
was  necessary,  and  unquestionably  designed,  as  by 
the  provisions  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty,  to  ren- 
der practicable,  a  vast  project  of  swindling.  For  the 
three  millions  and  three-quarters  of  dollars,  were  in- 
tended solely  and  exclusively  to  discharge  those  debts: 
the  French  Government  cx)uld  not  make,  nor  did  make, 
any  pretensions  to  any  portion  of  that  sum.  This  was 
expressly  avowed  by  the  French  .Minister  .Marbois. 
Nevertheless,  under  the  pretence  of  preventing  the 


'  proportions  of  the  whole  debts,)  made  room  for  the 
\  admission  of  dishonest  and  exorbitant  claims,  of  which 
I  the    agents,  or  dishonest  claimants,  would,  of  course, 

not  hesitate  to  give  one-half  to  obtain  for  themselves 

the  other  half. 

I  Thus,  it  appears,  that  the  Louisiana  treaty  had  no 
!  relation  to  French  spoliations,  as  the  gentleman  from 
j  Vermont  supposed.  How  it  happened  that  .Mr.  Mon- 
roe should  commit  the  same  mistake,  is  not  a  little  sur- 
prising, seeing  he  was  associated  with  .Mr.  Livingston 
in  negotiating  and  concluding  that  treaty.  In  his  cor- 
respondence with  .Mr.  Foster  in  the  year  1811,  in 
which  he  undertakes  to  justify  our  Government  for 
taking  possession  of  the  Spanish  province  of  West 
Florida,  he  talks  of  a  long  catalogue  of  injuries  re- 
ceived by  the  United  States  from  Spain,  but  mentions 
only  two;  one,  the  spoliations  committed  on  our  com- 
merce, (after  Spain  became  the  ally  of  France,  and 
which  has  already  been  fully  explained,)  and  the  other, 
the  suppression  or  interruption  of  the  right  of  deposite 
at  Xew  Orleans,  (which,  also,  has  before  been  ex- 
plained.) "  For  neither  of  which  injuries,"  said  Mr. 
Monroe,  "has  any  reparation  or  atonement  been  made. 
For  injuries  like  those  of  the  first  class  [fpoliationsj 
it  is  known  to  you  that  Great  Britain  and  France 
made  indemnity."  The  assertion  is  true  as  to  Great 
Britain;  but  wholly  unfounded  as  to  France,  for 
whose  spoliations,  amounting  to  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, no  reparation  has  ever  been  made. 

Having  been  led  to  notice  the  conduct  of  our  Gov- 
ernment towards  Spain,  particularly  in  relation  to  the 
Floridas ;  and,  in  doing  this,  to  have  recourse  to  the 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  (Mr. 
Monroe)  and  .Mr.  Foster,  (the  British  Minister.)  Mr.  P. 
ought  not  to  omit  the  following  part  of  that  corres- 
pondence. Mr.  Foster,  in  hi.s  letter  of  September  5, 
1811,  Slaving  mentioned  the  proceedings  of  General 
.Matthews  in  East  Florida,  where,  as  Mr.  Foster  was 
reformed,  he  was  "  taking  steps  to  subvert  the  Spanish 
authority,"  and  "  by  bribery,  and  every  art  of  seduc- 
tion, endeavoring  to  infuse  a  spirit  of  rebellion  into 
the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain  in  that  quarter;" 
he  then  requests  .Mr.  Monroe  to  inform  him  "  upon 
what  authority  he  (Matthews)  was  acting,  and  what 
measures  had  been  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  his  proced- 
iiigs.  To  this  letter  Mr.  .Monroe  delays  an  answer 
until  November  ",  almost  two  months,  and  then  fills 
several  pages  about  and  about  East  Florida,  and  the 


claims  of  the  U'nited  States  against  Spain,  but  most 
admission  of  improper,  unjust,  or  exorbitant  claims,  or  I  carefully  avoids  saying  one  word  in  answer  to  Mr. 
the  rejection  of  valid  claims,  the  French  bureaux,  or  '  Foster's  request  for  information  relative  to  the  doings 
board  of  officers,  were  authorized  to  interpose  their  l  of  General  .Matthews  ;  which  studied  omission  amounts 
opinions;  and  the  final  report  of  the  .American  and  to  a  confession  (of  what,  indeed,  no  man  of  common 
French  examiners  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of  |  sense  and  infurmaUou  can  UouLl)  tfiat  General  Mat- 
13lli  Co.N.  2d  Skss. — 56 
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g  wan  rntployed    by   President    Madison,   by  in- 
i'ues,  by  britlery,  and  by  force,  to  seduce  the  8pan- 

i^subjects  froi»n  their  alle)?iance.  And  yet  Mr.  Madi- 
f),  the  politic'iil  head  of  the  American  nation,  was  the 
/i$on  who,  t}.  a  public   Message  to  Congress,  could 

l^ct  to  be  80-^Jeeply  wounded  in  his  moral  feelings  | 

ithe  condu(9  of  the  Governor  of  a  British  province, 

Jiich  Mr.  .Vtidison  represented  as  an  act  of  the  Brit- 

Governm^.'it)  in   employing   the   infamous  John 

«Airy  to  intiju;ue  with  the  citizens  of  Boston  lor  some 

npose  favort'hle  to  (Jreat  Britain.     .Mr.  Madison,  too, 

4  the  assurance  to  «peak,  in  that  .Mexsage,  in  a  ian- 
»ge  imporung  that  Henry  had  actually  intrigued 
'ijii  citizens  of  BostCn,  when,  by  his  own  statement, 

ippeared  tbut  he  liaid  not  opened  his  lips  to  any  one 
them  on  Hk"  subject  of  his  mission.  That  whole 
(^ijisaction  is  »(tamped  with  deceit  and  baseness.  Mr. 
jdison,  or  (Hhich  iti  the  same  thing)  the  Secretary 
fetate,  rece>>.e8  a  letter  from  Henry,  appearing  on 
j  face  of  it  li)  be  fr6m  Philadelphia,  containing  the 
c-losure  of  the  real  or  pretended  plot;  yet  bearing 
i|e  a  number  of  day**  after  Henry  had  been  at  Wash- 

?ton,  and  actually  received  fifty  thousand  dollars  as 
iward  for  l4«  diijclwure  ! 

J(V  very  few  :hing8  in  the  speech  of  another  gentle-  i 
Jn  from  V^-ginia  (Mr.  Nelson)  require  to  be  no-  ' 
iZ^d  by  Mr.  .''i  I 

pin  exposink,'.-Mr.  Jefferson's  embargo  imposture,  .Mr. 
.^mentioned  "the  tale   and  extensive  commerce  that 
ut  merchant.^  might  have  continued  to  carry  on,  not- 
r.'ihstanding  Jhe  French  decrees  and  the  British  Or- 
*  ,^  in  Coun<5il.  if  that  embargo  had  not  locked   up 
[Uf  vessels  in  ^ur  harbors.     In  opposition  to  this,  the 
lentleman   fnvin  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelson)    asserted  that 
Xiiie  vessels  o^it  often,  that  went  to  sea  about  the  time 
Ji^t  the  emba-'fo  was  laid,  were  swept  from  the  ocean, 
^e  gentlcnuifi   ha.«  relied,  not   upon  his  own  knowl- 
uge  of  the  fact,  but  on  the  partial  and  imperfect  state- 
.■*nt  of  somt  other  person.     If  the  vessels  referred  to 
rre  destinect  to  the  ports  of  France  and  her  allies,  it  is 
.>t  improbaW?   that  the    greater  part  were  taken  by 
ii-itish  cruisjis,  under  the  Orders   in  Council.     But 
o  prudent  i^ierchant  would,  after  notice  of  those  Or- 
liTs,  attempOto  send  his  vessels  to  France;  the  risk. 
f(?m  the  gre:t  numlH»r  of  British  cruisers  on  the  seas. 
t»jng  equal  (  perhaps,   to  eighty  or   ninety   per   cent. 
kUd  it  merito  particular  notice  that,  while  French  de- 
fves  have  K  t  n  made  to  operate   instantly,  and  some 
"iroaeiiveli/.  against  neutral  vessels,  the    Bntish  Or- 
f%n   in  Council,  of  November   11,   1807,  were  stayed 
V' their  execcition,  for  a  reasonable  time  ;  for  notice  of 
wm  to  react  different   places,  proportioned  to  their 
ijitances  fr<irii  England,  before  such  vessels  should  be 
lible   to   condemnation.     Huch   as   commenced  their 
(fyages  l)efor^  notice  of  the  Orders  reached  the  places 
f  their  depar}ure,  were  to  be  warned,  if  met  by  Brit- 
bji  cruisers,  ii«jt  to  proceed  to  the  ports  of  France  or  her 
►tjies  ;  and  w»Te  not  to  be  captured,  unless  found  pro- 
S^eiling  af\er;»ard8  contrary  to  such  notice.     And  bv 
toother  Ordci  in  Council,  of  November  25,  1807,  the 
linos  for  gaii^nc:  ni^tice  of  the  Orders  of  the  II  th.  were 
ijerisely    fiit"!,  m   the   United   States,  to  the  20th  of 
'  nuary  folio-ring  :  that  is,  seventy  days  were  allowed 
ir  that  purpuse  ;  so  that  American  vessels  sailing  from 
.^erican    j«Hs,  prior  to  the  2()th  of  January,  1808, 
re  not  liab'-e  to  capture  under  the  Orders  of  Novcm- 
tr  U,  although  de-.tined  to  ports  of  France,  or  other 
v-T-^emies  of  (|«eat  Britain. 

5  And  to  «#ii  how  little  danger  attended   American 


vcMels  going  to  any  other  countries,  we  need  only  re- 
sort to  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
the  number  of  our  merchant  vessels  which,  during 
Mr.  Jefferson's  embargo,  were  permitted  to  sail,  with 
the  real  design,  or  under  the  plausible  pretext,  of  bring- 
ing home  .American  property,  remaining  in  foreign 
countries,  at  the  time  that  the  embargo  was  laid.  The 
whole  number  so  permitted  to  sail  was  five  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  nearly  all  of  which  returned  in  safety. 
Thirteen  only  were  lost  by  all  casualties;  and  of  those 
thirteen,  seven  were  captured  by  our  own  cruisers. 
Hence,  it  appears  that  the  whole  risk  of  those  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  vessels  was  little  more  than  a  sea 
risk  in  time  of  peace. 

The  gentleman  said  "  he  knew  the  hostility  of  Eng- 
land to  free  Governments."  It  is  really  astonishing 
that  gentlemen,  who  are  the  descendants  of  English- 
men m  this  country  and  whose  best  birth-rights  are 
the  same  liberties  that  Englishmen  enjoy,  should  en- 
tertain the  preposterous  idea, that  England  is  the  ene- 
my to  free  Governments,  when  her's  and  our's  are  the 
only  free  Governments  on  earth — it  is  most  astonish- 
ing, when  such  erroneous  notions  are  broached  by 
gentlemen  of  the  profession  of  the  law,  whose  studies 
lead  them  to  acquire  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lish constitution,  and  of  the  liberties  of  Englishmen. 
Can  they  name  a  single  liberty  which  citizens  of  the 
United  States  enjoy,  that  is  not  also  enjoyed  by  Eng- 
lishmen ?  Both  have  the  same  common  law,  the  same 
security  for  life,  liberty,  and  property,  in  the  trial  by 
jury  ;  the  same  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  rescue  from 
the  hands  of  great  or  little  tyrants  the  bodies  of  persons 
arrested  or  imprisoned  contrary  to  law  ;  and  the  same 
right  of  exemption  from  taxes,  unless  granted  by  them- 
selves or  their  representatives.  And  surely  every  gen- 
tleman of  the  law  will  admit,  that  in  no  country  on  the 
globe  is  justice  administered  with  greater  ability  and 
purity  than  in  England. 

But  the  people  have  it  continually  rung  in  their 
ears,  that  England  is  a  monarchy,  and  the  United 
States  a  republic  ;  and  they  are  deceived  into  the  opin- 
ion, that  monarchy  is  but  another  word  for  despotism, 
where  all  the  subjects  are  slaves ;  and  that  republic 
means  liberty,  where  all  the  subjects  or  citizens  are 
free.  The  truth  is,  both  countries,  in  respect  to  the 
forms  of  (iovernment,  are  monarchies,  and  both,  at  the 
same  lime,  republics.  The  English  monarch,  or  chief 
magistrate,  is  called  King;  the  American  monarch,  or 
chief  magistrate,  is  called  President.  The  powers  of 
the  King  and  President  are  somewhat  different.  One, 
by  himself  or  his  .Ministers,  appoinu  to  the  multitude 
of  offices,  civil  and  military,  in  the  kingdom  ;  the  other 
nominates  to  all  offices,  civil  and  militarv,  and,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoints ;  but 
the  President  can  remove  all  officers  at  his  pleasure, 
except  the  Judges  ;  but  neither  can  the  King  of  Eng- 
land remove  the  Judges.  In  both  countries  they  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour.  In  the  United 
States,  the  power  of  appointing  to  some  offices  is  vest- 
ed in  the  heads  of  departments,  as  in  the  Post  Office  ; 
but  if  the  Postmaster  General  appoints  a  deputy  whom 
the  President,  or  his  supporters,  whether  blinded  by 
passion  or  interest,  or  influenced  by  party  views,  dis- 
approve, the  President  removes  the  principal.  This 
has  recently  been  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  Post- 
master General,  .Mr.  Granger.  The  King  of  England 
may  declare  war,  as  well  as  make  peace  ;  but  he  will 
do  neither  without  the  advice  of  his  Cabinet  Ministers 
I  and  Council,  and  these  will  seldom  dare  advise  either 
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but  in  (.t>nfarmity  with  the  apparent  opinions  and  wishes 
of  a  majority  of  the  people.  The  President  can,  indeed, 
only  recommend  a  war — the  assent  of  Congress  is  in- 
dispensable to  its  declaration  But  the  influence  of 
the  immense  number  of  offices  in  the  President's  gift, 
and  especially  the  force  of  party,  of  which  he  is  head, 
will  generally  enable  him  to  carry  any  point  he  wishes, 
almost  with  certainty,  where  party  views  and  interests 
coincide  with  the  measure,  or  the  man,  bearing  the 
President's  recommendation. 

The  chief  magistrate  of  England  becomes  such  !)y 
birth  or  descent ;  whence  it  may  happen,  that  a  child, 
or  person  insane,  may  be  the  King ;  but  they  know 
and  apply  the  proj>er  remedy — a  regency,  by  one  or 
more  competent  man  or  men. 

But  the  President  is  a  chief  magistrate  of  our  own 
choice!  This  is  true  in  theory,  and  false  in  fact.  Mr. 
Madison  has  been  twice  imposed  on  the  people  for 
their  President,  by  a  caucus  compf)8ed  of  members  of 
Congress,  although,  f)y  the  Constitution,  members  of 
Congress  are  forbidden  to  be  electors  of  the  President. 
The  American  monarch,  too,  is  but  the  chief  of  a  party, 
while  the  monarch  of  England  is  the  chief  of  the  whole 
nation. 

The  Senators  of  England  (called  the  Lords)  inherit 
their  titles  and  places,  the  Senators  of  the  United  States 
are  elected  for  six  years  by  the  respective  State  Legis- 
latures. 

In  both  countries,  the  members  of  the  Commons  or 
House  of  Representatives,  are  chosen  bv  the  people.  In 
England,  it  is  said  there  is  corruption  in  the  elections;  and 
is  there  none  in  the  United  States  ?  In  England,  the 
electors  arc  treated  with  beer;  in  America,  with  whis- 
key. In  England,  it  is  said  money  is  used  to  corrupt 
the  electors;  in  .\merica,  the  multitudes  of  oflices  in 
the  President-monarch's  gift,  by  being  conferred  ex- 
clusively (a  few  military  offices  in  the  present  des- 
perate war  excepted)  on  one  political  sect,  become 
bril>es  in  his  hands,  to  retain  his  present  adherents, 
and  gain  proselytes  from  the  ranks  of  his  opp<ment8, 
in  which  there  are  some  men  too  feeble  in  mind,  or 
too  unstable  in  principle,  to  resist  the  lure  of  office. 

In  this  sketch  of  the  Governments  of  England  and 
the  United  States,  Mr.  P.  has  aimed  at  a  simple  repre- 
sentation of  what  exists  in  fact  and  practice.  He  of- 
fers no  inferences — discerning  readers  will  make  their 
own.  That  both  are  monarchies,  the  one  elective,  the 
other  hercdit.iry,  or  both  repubhcs,  is  unquestionably 
true.  But  whatever  they  may  be  called,  that  tliey  are 
substantially  the  same,  Mr.  P.  will  need  quote  but  one 
authority,  which  must  be  decisive  with  all  true  Demo- 
cratic Kepublicans  ;  for  it  is  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson himself.  In  his  famous  letter  to  his  friend  Maz- 
zei,  he  says  of  the  Federalists,  who  framed  and  adopted 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States:  "their 
avowed  object  is  to  impose  on  us  the  substance,  as 
they  have  already  given  us  the  form  of  the  British 
Government." 

But,  notwithstanding  this  affected  abhorrence  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  of  this  anglo-inonarchico  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  perhaps  scarcely  any  ambitious 
intriguer  for  a  throne  ever  strove  more  industriously, 
and  by  various  means  to  acquire  it,  than  did  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson to  obtain  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 
And  being  thus  seated  in  the  great  chair  of  State,  he 
never  attempted  (at  least  I  have  never  heard  of  an  at- 
tempt) to  change  the  Constitution  to  one  which  should, 
in  his  view,  be  more  truly  republican.  The  only 
change  made  in  it,  during  his  Admiuislration,  was  a 


mischipYOus  one  ;  and  ita  object  was  to  secure  his  own 
re-election,  without  the  hazard  of  a  competition  like 
that  which  happened  in  his  first  election.  One  of  the 
strong  objections  to  this  change  wa.s,  that  it  would  nat- 
urally lead  to  the  choice  of  a  weak  and  incompetent 
person  for  the  Vice  President;  an  officer  who  ought 
always  to  possess  the  eminent  talents  and  virtues  fit- 
ting a  man  to  the  office  of  President ;  because,  upon 
the  President's  death,  inability,  or  removal,  the  duties 
of  his  office  devolffed  on  the  Vice  President.  And  for 
this  the  Constitution,  as  originally  established,  had 
made  the  proper  provision. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson.)  with 
other  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  House,  com- 
plain of  every  statement  or  remark  importing  any  in- 
fluence of  France  in  the  measures  of  our  Government ; 
and  yet  seem  not  unwilling  to  have  it  thought  that 
British  influence  prevails  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
.Mr.  P.,  and  his  friends,  make  no  charges  of  French  in- 
fluence against  any  honorable  man.  They  only  state 
facts  and  circumstances,  and  if  from  a  view  of  these 
there  appears  to  have  been  a  concert  and  correspond- 
ence of  measures  and  views  of  our  own  Government 
with  those  ef  France,  whether  the  cause  be  ascribed  to 
French  influence,  or  French  attachment,  on  one  hand, 
and  inveterate,  unrelenting  hatred  to  England  on  the 
other,  hitherto  prompting  the  wish  for  success  to  the 
arms  of  France,  whose  despotic  ruler  had  destroyed 
the  independence  of  many  States,  and  was  hasten- 
ing to  subjugate  the  rest,  while,  with  equal  ardor,  they 
anxiously  wished  for  the  overthrow  of  England,  whose 
downfall  must  necessarily  have  been  followed  by  our 
own  ;  to  whatever  cause  the  actual  coincidence  of 
American  and  French  measure j  is  to  be  ascribed,  such 
is  unquestionably  the  fact.  The  best  interests  of  the 
United  Stales  have  been  sacrificed,  and  their  safety 
and  independence  hazarded,  to  further  the  views  and  in- 
crease the  destroying  power  of  France,  to  whose  tyrant 
nothing  was  wanting  but  the  subjugation  of  England, 
to  make  him  master  of  the  world.  And  for  that  sub- 
jugation all  the  genuine  disciples  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
hissuccessor,  Mr.  Madison, and  the  constant  and  zealous 
supporters  of  their  measures,  must  have  ardently  wish- 
ed ;  for,  certainly,  thpir  measures  were  calculated  to 
produce  thai  result.  Who  has  forgotten  the  impious 
wish  of  a  member  from  South  Carolina,  (David  R. 
Williams,)  expressed  some  four  years  ago, on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  ?  "  that  could  he  com- 
mand the  red  artillery  of  Heaven,  he  would  drive 
the  fast-anchored  Isle  from  her  moorings."  Meaning, 
that  he  would  make  a  wreck  of  the  Island  of  Great 
Britain,  or  sink  it  in  the  sea.  Mr.  P.  is  aware  of  a 
secret  motive,  of  a  most  powerful  influence,  for  keep- 
ing alive  and  strengthening  the  popular  passions  rela- 
tive to  P'rance  and  England  :  it  was  very  much  by 
cherishing  those  opposite  passions,  (love  to  France,  and 
hatred  to  England,)  that  the  present  ruling  party  rose 
to  power;  and  to  preserve  it  in  the  same  hands,  the 
force  of  those  passions  must  not  be  suffered  to  abate, 
much  less  to  change  ;  for,  with  that  change,  political 
power,  in  the  National  Government,  would  forthwith 
be  transferred  to  other  hands.  And  the  like  change 
would  take  place  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ments of  those  States  which  remain  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  popular  delusion.  The  propagation  of  this 
delusion  was  successfully  carried  on,  even  during  the 
.Administration  of  Washimjton;  for,  though  none 
had  the  hardihood  to  charge  him  as  a  friend  to  mon- 
arcliy  and  aristocracy,  the  slander  was   industriously 
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iicud,  and  c\}ntinually  repeated,  that  his  principal 
^Howers  and  ■  supporterj"  were  all  monarchista  and 
^litocratfl  ; — v,  hile    Mr.  Jefferson   and  Mr.  Madison, 

f^ooth,  were  Republicans,  true  patriots,  men  of  vir- 
)^  and  integrity,  and  withal  very  preat  statesmen  !  It 
1:^  thin  error'^ous  opinion  of  these  two  citizens  on 
^H,ich  the  popjilar  delusion  was  bottomed,  and  is  still 
ii^ntaincd — cjjnnect«d  with  the  popular  feelings,  (ex- 
ited in  our  Revolutionary  war,)  in  favor  of  France, 
liM  in  oppofiiuon  to  £ngUnd  ;  and  until  the  popular 

ihiion  of  tho€B  two  men  be  exactly  reversed,  by  a  dis- 
jiture  of  their  true  characters,  the  popular  delusion 
fiU  probably  continue. 

.Mr.  L0WNHE8,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  to  a 
|irl  of  Mr.  i'iCKERiNG'8  speech,  and  gave  his  de- 
j^detl  supporc  to  the  bill  under  discussion.     He 

poke  till  the  usual  hour  of  ndjournment,  without 

iving  concluded  his   remarks  on   the  subject ; 

(hen  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progres.s,  and 

Plained  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuENDAY,  March  1. 

^r.  Mdrpiiee  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
4'i)iiants  of  North  Carolina,  praying  the  aid  of 
^^ngress  in  opening  an  inland  water  communi- 

uion  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  St.  Mary's 
[  )er,  in  Georgia. — Referred  to  Mr.  Mdhfree.  Mr. 
[iocfCTON,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  Mr.  Calhou.v,  and 
TAYLoa. 


to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  J.  Cunow 
on  behalf  of  the  L'nitas  Fratrum,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  the  same,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  reported  unfavorably  on  the 
resolution  ordering  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  removing  the  seat  of  Government  of  Missouri ; 
which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM. 

'  Mr.  Ingersoll  reported  a  bill  farther  to  amend 
1  the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States  ;  which 
I  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
I  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  bill  is  as 
I  follows : 

I  A  bill  further  to  amend  the  Judicial  System  of  the  UnU 
'  ted  States. 

I  Be  it  enacted,  S(C.,  That  the  circuit  court  of  the 
I  United  States  shall  have  original  cognizance  of  all 
I  actions,  suits,  controversies,  matters  and  things,  of 
I  whataoever  nature,  which  are  cognizable  by  the  judi- 
j  cial  authority  of  the  United  Statea  under  the  Consli- 
j  tution,  saving  only  such  cases  where  exclusive  origi- 
I  nal  jurisdiction  is  by  the  Constitution  given  to  the 
supreme  court  or  by  statute  to  the  district  court. 

81c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  any 
action  or  suit,  at  common  law  or  in  equity,  shall  be 
brought  in  any  State  court  concerning  any  matters  or 
thing*:,  or  between  parties  whereof  the  judicial  author- 
ity of  the  United  5Statcs  hath  cognizance  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  final  Judgment  or  decree  in  such  ac- 


<^Ir.  Macon   presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in  ^ 

bitants  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  the  |  tion  or  suit  shall  be  ■gsms'i  the  party  defendant,  in  the 
feyie  effect  with  the  above. — Referred  lo  the  '  highest  court  of  law  or  equity  in  such  State,  a  writ  of 
^/ne  committee.  error  or  appeal,  as  the  case  may  require,  shall   lie  in 

•^iMr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis-  favor  of  the  party  defendant,  to  the  supreme  court  of 
^iJCl  of  Co-lumbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the  !  ^^  ^"''^^  ^•^'".^'bo  may  thereupon  rc-eiamine  and 
«|4nate  "to  incorporate  a  Fire  Insurance  Com-  reverse  or  affirm  such  final  judgment  or  decree,  and 
A>nv  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  I  fii^ther  adjudge  therein  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
▼^-li'imKia  "  «riih  q mon.l r»,»r, i..  .  ™,k;/,i.  »,„.„  .„.;-..  I  causcs  comiug  from    the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 

States  by  writ  of  error  or  appeal ;  and  where  their  judg 


.^vld   a 


and   ordered  to   be  engrossed,  and  the   bill 

the  thii^J  time  to-morrow. 

McKee.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

»^nds,  reported  a  bill  concerning  Shawanoe  town  ; 

i-Jiich  was    ead  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 

"I  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

|Mr.   Ingeksoll,  from  the  Committee   on    the 

[Jjiciary.  reported  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 

•.ifuthorizing  the  transmission  of  the  public  jour- 

ia(ls  and  documents  printed  by  order  of  the  Sen- 

and  Houise  of  Uepresentatives.  to  each  of  the 

Iges  of  tiie    Supreme   Court  of    the    United 

lies,"  With  an  amendment;  which  was  twice 

id.  and  ort^ered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  resolu- 

*n  read  th-f  third  lime  to-morrow. 

$At.  Chai'i'ELL.  from   the  Committee  on  Pen- 

Si|ns  and   Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 

Ij  the  relief  of  xMary  Cheevcr  ;  which  was  read 

J\fice   and  committed    to  a   Committee  of  the 

^v/hole  on  Monday  next. 

';Mr.  Tro<.'p.  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
"Tairs,  repc|rted  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  de- 
^ce  of  th«  Northwestern  frontier,  by  granting 
Ifnations  od  laud  to  actual  settlers;  which  wa^ 


J 


|ad  twice  ^nd  commuted  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
r>  hole  on  Tuesday  next. 
Mr.  Deh^a,  of  Keniuckv.  fromi4i£  coi 
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menUi  are  final  in  such  action  or  suit  may  proceed  to 
execute  the  same  accordingly. 

Sec  .3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  shall  have  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion from  all  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  circuit  court* 
of  ihe  United  States,  in  civil  actions  or  suits  where  the 
matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  or  value  of  two 
thousand  dollars  exclusive  of  costs,  whether  the  same 
actions  or  suits  were  originally  brought  in  such  circuit 
courts  or  were  removed  there  by  writs  of  error  or  ap- 
peal from  the  district  courts. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  caaea 
of  admiralty  and  maritimejurisdiction,  including  causca 
of  prize,  the  forms  of  process,  and  the  taking  of  evi- 
dence, and  all  other  proceeding,  shall  be  according  to 
the  course  and  practice  of  admiralty  and  prize  courts,  aa 
coiitra-distinguished  from  courts  of  common  law  :  Pro- 
vidtd  however,  That  the  several  courts  of  the  United 
States  shall  continue  to  have  full  power  to  alter,  amend, 
and  regulate  the  same.  And  upon  appeals  to  the  su- 
preme court  no  new  evidence  shall  be  admitted  in  such 
causes,  saving  and  excepting  where  said  court  in  prize 
causes  shall,  according  to  usage,  direct  further  proof. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  causes 
of  admiralty  and  maritimejurisdiction  the  respective 
judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  before  whom 
any  such  causes  are  depending,  may  in  vacation,  aa 
well  before  as  after  the  return  term  thereof,  make  all 
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interlocutory  orderi  a|L4o  filing  claims,  stipulations, 
appraisement]!,  and  delivery  of  property  on  bail,  and 
other  proceedings  preparatory  to  the  final  hearing  of 
the  same  causes,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  and 
with  the  same  effect  as  if  the  same  were  had,  done,  or 
transacted  in  term  ;  and  in  like  manner  in  causes  at 
ccmmon  law  and  in  equity  depending  in  their  courts, 
the  respective  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
may,  in  vacation,  and  as  well  before  as  after  the  return 
term,  make  any  interlocutory  orders  as  to  the  process, 
bail,  pleadings,  and  other  matters  and  things  prepara- 
tory to  the  final  hearing  of  such  causes,  according  to 
the  practice  and  usage  of  courts  of  common  law  and 
equity,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  and  with  the 
same  effect,  as  if  the  same  were  had,  done,  and  trans- 
acted in  term.  ^ 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several 
courta  of  the  United  States,  (in  term,)  or  any  judge 
thereof,  in  vacation,  shall  have  full  power  to  grant 
writ*  of  habeas  corpus  in  all  cases  warranted  by  the 
usages  of  law  and  cognizable  by  the  judicial  authority 
of  ihe  United  Slates :  I'roxided  however.  That  in  no 
cise  shall  the  party  be  discharged  upon  any  such  writ 
by  said  court,  or  by  any  judge  thereof,  where  he  shall 
be  in  custody  under  the  process  of  any  court  or  State 
magistrate,  and  shall  not  be  exempted  from  arrest  or 
confinement  thereon  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  wherever 
any  seizures  shall  be  made  by  any  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  color  of  his  office,  the  validity  and 
legality  of  such  seizure  shall  be  exclusively  examinable 
and  determinable  in  the  proper  court  of  the  United 
titates  having  cognizance  thereof.  And  the  party  or 
parties  aggrieved  thereby,  may  and  shall  have  full  re- 
medy in  such  courts  for  all  damages  sustained  by  such 
services,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  without  reasonable 
cause. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  wherever, 
in  cases  cognizable  by  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates, 
the  parties  defendant  in  any  suit,  action,  libel,  or  bill 
in  equity,  are  citizens  of,  or  resident  in,  different  States,  ! 
Buch  suit,  action,  libel,  or  bill,  may  be  brought  in  any 
district  where  either  of  the  parties  defendant  dwelleth 
or  hath  his  home;  and  the  proper  process  may  be 
served  upon  all  the  other  parties  wheresoever  they 
dwell  or  may  be  found. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  juries,  to 
•erve  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
designated  by  lot,  or  otherwise,  in  each  State  or  dis- 
trict respectively,  according  to  the  mode  presented  by 
the  laws  of  the  St^te,  for  the  time  being,  for  forming 
juries  to  serve  in  the  highest  court."  of  law  of  each 
State,  BO  far  as  such  laws  shall  render  such  designa- 
tion practicable  by  the  courts  or  other  proper  officers 
of  the  United  Slates.  .\nd  the  judges  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  may  in  vacation  order  a  return 
of  juries  from  time  to  time  from  such  parts  of  the 
State  or  district  as  they  shall  in  their  discretion  deem 
meet,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  now  authorized 
to  do  by  law  in  term. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re- 
spective judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  and 
other  magistrates  having  competent  authority  in  this 
behalf,  on  all  complainU*  for  crimes  against  the  United 
States  pending  before  them,  upon  which  the  defendant 
or  defendants  may  be  imprisoned,  or  bailed  for  trial 
before  the  proper  court  of  the  United  States,  may,  in 
their  discretion,  require  from  any  witness  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  on  pain  of  imprisonment,  a  reason 


able  recognizance,  with  surety  or  sureties  for  the  ap- 
i  pearance  of  such  witness  to  give  testimony  before  such 
!  judge  or  magistrate,  where,  from  the  circumstances  of 
I  the  case,  or  otherwise,  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that 
the  testimony  of  such  witness  may  otherwise  be  lost. 
Sec  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  Stales  shall  have  jurisdiction 
over   all    common    law    and    admiralty    and    maritime 
crimes  and  offences,  which,  under  the  Constitution,  are 
cognizable  by  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States; 
j  and  on  conviction  thereof  may,  where  no  other  pun- 
I  ishmenl  is  prescribed  by  law,  punish  the  same  by  fine 
I  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment 
I  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  either  fine  or  imprison- 
I  ment,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the 
crime  or  offence. 

Sec  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  suit 
I  shall  be  commenced  in  the  Slate  court,  in  any  case  to 
which  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  does  bj 
I  the  Constitution  extend,  and  the  party  or  parties  or 
I  defendant   in   any  such   suit  shall,  at   any  time  before 
issue  joined  in   such   State   court,  file  a   petition  sup- 
ported as  to  the  facts    by  his  or  their  affidavits,  if  the 
court  require  it,  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial 
into  the   next  circuit  court  to   be   held    in  the  district 
where  the  suit  is  pending,  or,  if  the  district  of  Maine 
or  Louisiana,  to  the  district  court  next  to  be  holden 
therein,  and  offer  good  and  sufficient  surety  for  his  or 
their  entering   in   such   court,   on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  copies  of  said  process  against  him  or  them, 
and   also  tor  his  or  their    appearing  and  entering  in 
such  court  special  bail  in  the  cause,  if  special  bail  were 
requisite   therein,  it  shall   be  the  duly   of  the   State 
court  to   accept  the  surety  and  proceed  no  further  in 
the  cause;  and  any  bail  that  may  originally  have  been 
taken  shall  be  discharged,  and  the  said  copies  being 
entered  an  aforesaid  in  such  court  of  the  United  States, 
the  cau.se  shall  there  proceed  in  the  same  manner  aa 
I  if  It  had  been  brought  there  by  original  process.     And 
any  attachment  of  the  goods  or  estate  of  the  party  or 
parties  defendant  by  the  original  process,  shall  hold 
the  goods  or   estate    so   attached,  to   answer  the  final 
judgment  in  the  same  manner  as  by  the   laws  of  the 
State  they  would  have   been   holden  to  answer  final 
judgment,  had  it  been  rendered  by  the  court  in  which 
such  suit  commenced.     And  if  the   party  or  parlies 
defendant,  so  removing  such  suit  aforesaid,  shall  not, 
at  }he  trial  thereof  in  such  court  of  the  United  States, 
prove  that  such  suit   is   a  case  to  which  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United   Slates  does    by  the  Constitution 
extend,  he  or  they  shall  not  be  permitted  to  avail  him- 
self or  themselves  of  any  other  legal   defence  at  such 
trial,  and  judgment  shall  be  rendered  against  him  or 
them  in  due  form  of  law.     .\nd  in  all  suit-f  so  removed 
as  aforesaid,  the   circuit  court   shall,  after  final  judg- 
ment, proceed  to  execute  the  same  according  to  law. 

THE  LOAN   BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Comiiiiiteeof  the  Whole 
OD  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Pickering,  of  Mas-sachusetts.  by  permission 
of  Mr.  Lowndes,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
made  a  few  remarks  io  addition  to,  and  exptaaa- 
tory  of.  some  parts  of  his  speech  yesterday. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  then  resumed 
the  floor,  and  concluded  in  an  hour  and  an  half 
the  speech  which  he  commenced  yesterday,  in 
favor  of  the   bill;   during  which  he  replied   to 
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f  ^.arious  doctrines  advanced  by  gentlemeD  in  the  [  if  tben.!>ir.  the  sword  shall  be  sheathed  during 
.  Oppositioip.  I  the  negotiation,  by  an  armistice — that  sword  ttiat 

^j  Mr.  Ep^-es.  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor,  and  j  can  only  wound   the  enemy— I  ask  if  the  two- 

'iji  a  sp€ec^  of  more  than  an  hour,  replied  to  the  edged  sword,  the  embargo,  ought  not,  during  the 
Jiirgument  J  of  the  Opposition.  '  neffoiiation.  also  to  be  sli^-athed — that  which  cuts 

>|  J  Mr.  PiT!KiN,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  about  an  half 

lan  hour  ii{  explanation  of  his  former  speech. 

'     When  he  concluded,  the  bill  under  debate  w 


?as 


^ordered   to  be   engrossed  for  a  third   reading  to- 
fiiiorrow,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


both  friends  and  foes?  and  whether  it  is  not  our 
duty  to  test  our  devotion  to  our  constituents,  and 
relieve  them  from  all   pressure  that  may  not  be 


7f  ;;   Wednesday.  March  2. 

*  *  • 

^  *  Mr.  Lattimore.  from  the  committee  appomted 

5oii  the  12(^  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  further  to  ex- 

lit^nd  the    >ijjht  of  suffrage,  and   to  increase  the 

'Tt^mber  of  tmembers  of  the  Legislative  Council 

|i^  the  Mississippi   Territory;     which  was  read 

twice   and 'committed   to  a  Committee  of   the 

'hole  on  ilonday  next. 

An  engri>ssed  bill  concerning  Shawanoe  town, 
t:v|as  read  tie  third  time  and  passed. 
I     An    engrossed    bill  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  T. 
^ijatierwhirt',  late  purser  to  the  brig  Hornet,  was 
4r(>ad  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 
I  ^  The  bill; from  the  Senate  for  the  better  organi- 
<.wng.  payi<ig  and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
•vted  States-7  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  the 
liCJommitiet  on  Military  Affairs. 
'4  \  The  bil{  from  the  Senate  for  the  indemnifica- 
*i\pn  of  cevtain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Jftississipp;  Territory,  was  read  and  ordered  to 
rli^  on  the  table. 

^PROPOiiED  SUSPENSION  OF  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  WRipHT,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  submit  a 
lotion  for'iconsideration.  He  said,  feeling,  as  he 
id.  a  perffjct  contidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the 
|dministr»i.ion  to  efiect  by  negotiation  at  Got- 
kburg  aa  honorable  peace,  and  knowing,  as  he 
|d.  that  llir  President  had  perfect  confidence  in 
[tl^e  PrinceiUegent  in  his  own  proposition  to  meet 
Goilenbiirg,  to  s^ettle  by  negotiation  the  unhap- 
.ffV  differertces  that  subsist  between  the  two  na- 
ilfcns  upon  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations 
«65id  the  njiuritime  rights  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
if;om  the  jjolicy  of  this  Government,  tested  by 
Vileir  propij^ition   through  Mr.  Russell,  after  the 

iwar.  uponi'an  agreement  to  negotiate,  on  certain 
conditions,  to  agree  to  an  armislice  ;  and  from  the 
I  piropositioD^of  the  British  Government,  through 
irfAjdmiral  \yjarren,  on  our  agreement  to  negotiate, 

i'jn  certainjerms;  \o  agree,  also,  to  an  armistice; 
4 he  though'!  he  was  justified,  from  the  conduct 
fcf  both  Goyernraents,  in  the  belief  that  an  arinis- 
f  i»ce  will  h\A  agreed  to  on  the  commencement  of 
^he  negoti,itions  at  Gottenburg.  as  the  practice  of 
lnjl  nations^  as  well  as  the  two  Powers  now  nego- 
<inting,  evpticed  thfs  to  be  the  common  usage  of 
joations.  \i  is  certainly,  said  he,  one  of  the  first 
wdXcates  of  iiumanity  to  spare  the  effusion  of  human 
:blood  ;  anjj  durinjf  pending  negotiations,  believed 
jtp  be  enie^td  into  with  sincerity  and  good  faith, 
^}\  would  sv^m  to  me  to  be  a  measure  of  primary 

♦  Jtnportaocttto  heal  asperities,  and   then  lead  to  a 
:rtappy  teraiinaiion  of 


the  negotiation. 


absolutely  necessary?  Their  patriotic  submis- 
sion to  it  while  absolutely  necessary  to  press  the 
enemy  entitles  them  to  its  removal,  while  the 
prospect  of  peace  induces  a  hope  that  it  may  not 
be  necessary  as  a  weapon  against  the  enemy. 

Having  myself  advocated  the  embargo  in  the 
Summer  se>sion,  and  the  present  embargo,  and 
there  being  no  power  to  suspend  it  at  this  time 
but  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  submit  the  following  resolution; 
but  I  feel  It  my  duty  to  the  Administration  to  de- 
clare that  it  is  without  their  concert  and  without 
their  knowledge  : 

Retolred,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  suspending  the  embargo  law 
during  the  impending  negotiation  for  peace. 

Mr.  Wright  appeared  to  be  inclined  to  let  his 
motion  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present  ;  but 

Mr.  Grosvenor.  of  New  York,  said  he  con- 
ceived it  was  highly  proper  that  the  fate  of  a 
proposition  of  this  character  should  be  at  once 
known,  and,  therefore,  moved  that  the  House  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Seybert,  of  Pennsylvania,  having  required 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  considera- 
tion, which  by  the  rules  of  the  House  is  not  to  be 
debated,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  65, 
nays  68,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MajiKachusetLs,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Breckenndgc,  Bnghain, 
Cai)erton,  Cillcy,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpcper,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewry,  Duvall,  Ely,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of 
New  York,  Howell,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon, 
Markell,  .McKee,  Miller,  Moseley.  Oakley,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed.  Rich- 
ardson, Ridgcly,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
'  herd.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusett-s,  Wheaton,  White,  Wdcoi,  Wilson 
of  Maissachuseltjf,  Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Nais — Messrs.  Alston,  Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall, 
Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
CaJhoun,  Chappell  Comstock,  Conard,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyeiles,  Earle, 
Eppes.  Farrow,  Forney.  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Griffin, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Ha^brouck,  Hawes,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  \'irginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
ferts,  Lylc,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore.  Murfree,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  PleaaanU,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Sevier,  Sey- 
bert, Stinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Whitehill,  Williams,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution. 
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THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars  was  read  a  third  time  ; 
and  on  the  question  "Shall  this  bill  pass  ?'- 

Mr.  Stankord,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the 
bill  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length  ;  and 

Mr.  FiSK.  of  Vermont,  spoke  also  at  consider- 
able length  in  support  of  it. 

A  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  lost  by 
a  small  majority. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  speak  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill ;  but  had  spoken  but  a  few  min- 
utes, when,  on  giving  way  for  the  purpose,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thursday.  March  3. 

Mr.  Eppes  laid  before  the  House  two  letters 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  number  of  militia  employed  in  the  actual  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Stales  during  the  year  1813, 
and  of  the  strength  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  establishing  the  Bank 
of  the  Metro{)olis  ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons 
who,  by  mistake,  have  made  wrong  entries  on 
public  lands;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Ohio  which  borders  on  Lake  Erie, 
presented  on  the  10th  and  24th  ultimo,  and  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  presented 
on  the  25th  ultimo  ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
committee  for  revising  the  militia  laws. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  •  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Crawford,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURE. 

Mr.  Irving,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  George  Walkington,  made  a  re- 
port thereon  ;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
find,  by  the  statement  of  the  petitioner,  supported  by 
other  respectable  vouchers,  that,  in  the  year  1808,  being 
a  mariner,  out  of  employ,  on  account  of  the  embargo,  he 
was  engaged  by  a  Mr.  George  M.  Woolsey,  at  that 
time  a  respectable  merchant  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  take  charge  of  the  ship  Halcyon,  to  clear  her  out 
from  the  port  of  said  city,  and  to  carry  her  to  the  port 
of  Jersey,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson  river. 

That  shortly  after  he  carried  the  said  ship  to  Jersey, 
a  captain  was  placed  on  board  of  her,  and  the  petitioner 
discharged,  receiving  as  a  compensation  for  his  servi- 
ces for  the  time  he  had  charge  of  her,  ten  dollars. 
That,  when  he  cleared  the  said  ship  out  from  the  port 
of  New  York,  he  signed  certain  papers  at  the  custom 
house  which,  aa  he  had  never  cleared  a  ship  out  be- 
fore, he   supposed   to  be  mere  papers  relating  to  her 


clearance.  That,  in  the  year  1810,  he  was  arrested, 
at  the  suit  of  the  United  States,  on  a  bond  for  $57,000, 
which,  to  his  surprise,  he  then  learned  was  an  instru- 
ment he  unwittingly  signed  at  the  time  of  the  said 
j  clearance.  That,  being  friendless,  and  not  able  ta  pro- 
I  cure  surety  for  such  an  amount,  he  was  placed  in  pris- 
on, and  remained  there  for  ten  months,  when,  by  the 
commiseration  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York 
and  the  attorney  for  the  district,  who  joined  in  a  peti- 
tion with  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
penal  bond  was  reduced  to  .$800,  for  which  he  gave 
bail,  and  then  applied  himself  to  his  avocation,  in  the 
hope  of  making  sufficient  to  meet  the  bond.  That, 
while  thus  in  the  prosecution  of  his  calling  as  a  mar- 
iner, he  was  taken  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent war  with  Great  Britain,  was  carried  into  Gibraltar, 
where  his  cargo  and  all  his  little  property  was  con- 
demned, and  himself  detained  a  prisoner  of  war  eleven 
months.  That  being  at  length  exchanged,  he  re- 
turned in  a  cartel  from  London  to  the  United  States, 
and  on  arriving  in  the  city  of  New  York,  he  found  judg- 
ment entered  against  him  on  the  penal  bond,  and  was 
surrendered  to  prison  by  his  bail.  That  he  is  now  pen- 
niless, in  abject  want,  and  has  a  wife  and  two  small 
children,  who  are  likwise,  through  his  imprisonment, 
involved  in  the  same  state  of  penury  and  suffering. 

From  the  testimony  of  others  in  behalf  of  the  char- 
acter and  circumstances  of  the  petitioner,  the  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  his  situation  is  as  deplorable  as  he 
represents,  and  that  he  has  been  an  unsuspecting 
dupe ;  especially  so,  when  they  take  into  consideration 
the  smallness  of  the  sum,  ten  dollars,  which  was  all  that 
he  received  for  his  services  on  board  of  the  said  vessel ; 
which  he  states  to  have  been  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
per  day,  the  wages  usually  allowed  in  the  port  of  New 
York  to  those  who  are  employed  as  ship  keepers. 

The  committee  are  convinced  that  a  man  of  the  char- 
acter the  petitioner  is  represented  to  have  possessed, 
would  hardly  have  rendered  himself  liable  to  the  con- 
sequences which  have  overtaken  him  for  so  paltry  a 
sum.  If,  however,  he  should  have  been  guilty,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  law  has  been  fully  satisfied  for 
his  offence,  in  his  imprisonment  for  sixteen  months, 
and  his  having  been  reduced  to  his  present  state  of  ab- 
solute wretchedness  and  want. 

They  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  his 
relief. 

Mr.  Irving  then  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  Walkington  ;  which  was  road  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  LOAN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  viz:  the  bill  authorizing  a 
Loan. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  redeemed  the  pledge 
he  had  yesterday  given,  by  a  speech  in  support  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  followed  in 
opposition  to  it,  and  in  vindication  and  support 
of  his  first  speech  on  this  subject. 

During  Mr.  Grosvenor's  speech,  considerable 
irritation  was  caused  in  the  House  by  what  the 
Speaker  deemed  the  personality  of  his  remarks, 
and  for  which  he  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Cliair,  and  made  the  required  explanation. 

When  he  sat  down,  several  gentlemen  rose  to 
speak. 
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*l   Mr.  MiicoN,  of  North   Carolina,  said  his  anx- 

i|e:y  for   r\e  quesiion,  and   for  an  early  adjourn- 
|nent  of  Congress,  would  have   induced  hinn  to 
remain  in  his  seat,  but  that  it  was  now  near  four 
^|)'clock.  and    he  did   not   expect    that   any   vote 
|)(rould   bo  taken   to-day.  except  the  one  on   the 
assage  of  the  bill,  and  he  would  not  delay  that 
utfor  a  ihort  lime;  he  would,  therefore,  express 
lis  opinic^n  in  as  few  words  as  he  could  on  some 
^f  the  to|)ics  which  had  been   brought  into  the 
debate.     I 

.    It   lias,; Mr.    Speaker,    been    more    than    once 
^inted  or  insinuated  that  the  Southern  Statesare 
^nfriendly  to  New   England.     These  hints  and 
m'iinuaiioiis  are   lounded  in  error.     No  fact  had 
Been  siatetf.  nor  in  his  opinion  could  one  be  sia- 
i-d.  whic^  would  justify  the  ren-arks  he  had  i're- 
riuently  hi^nrd   made  on  this  subject.     Such  re- 
i^iarks  prci<iuce  no  effect  in  the  Southern  States, 
because  ih'v  people  there  know  there  is  no  foun- 
(jation  for  them,  and  it  is  possible  they  were  nnt 
^itended  i^r  that  part  of  the  nation  ;  indeed  it 
yems  imijossible,  unfounded  as  they  are,   that 
«hey    should   produce   any   in   any   part   of  the 
'  (iouniry.    jThe  fact,  if  true,  could   be  easily  as- 
'fiuertained  ^jy  almost  any  person   living  in   New 
"!  |]|lngland,  Jiecause   every    year   people   emigrate 
^om  thereto  the  Southern  States,  and  the  emi- 
{♦rants  coi^d   surely  furnish   the  proof  it  it  ex- 
ited.    Tbj;  truth   is,  the  emigrants  are  there  re- 
tijeived  as  brethren  of  one  great  family.     Besides, 
rt  must    bfi  known    to   many  gentlemen   in   the 
llouse,  thus  each  of  the   three  Southern  States 
jljave  been:  Represented  in  Congress  by  a  native  of 
5N'ew  Engiind.     Look  around  this  hall,  and  you 
f  will  see  stjreral  Representatives  from  the  South- 
WD  State?  who  have  been  educated  there;  and 
the  pracliff  is  continued  of  sending  young  men 
from   the   $ouih    to   the   North  to  be  educated. 
t)iough  atjC-his  time  they  have  excellent  colleges 
and  acadeiiies  ic   their  own  States  ;  and  can  it 
he  believeii  that  men  under  such  circumstances 
would  senij  their  sons  to  be  educated  in  a  coun- 
ti'y  to  whjjh   they  were  so   unfriendly  as  to  be 
almost  ho'^ile?     Again,  it  must  be  known  that  a 
eat  number  of  gentlemen  from  the  South  reg- 
arly  specp   their   Summers  in  New  England  ; 
aifid  wouliijhey  go  to  spend  their  time  and  money 
ajmong  a   people  whom  they  disliked  ?     If  not 
unpossible^t  is  improbabK'. 

It  has  al|;o    been   staled  in  the  same  indirect 
^ray,  that  tjie  Southern  States  are  unfriendly  to 
cwramercc.     No  fact  ba»  bei-n  stated  to  support  ' 
t^e  charg<*jand  it  is  sincerely  believed  that  one  j 
ciinnot   bel.   Hence   this  must    be    met  like  the' 
ciher,  by  \n  end^i-avor  to  demonstrate  that  this  ' 
^so  is  foucjded  in   error,  as  in   truth  it  is.     The 
djrawback^nd   discriminating  duties  are   proofs 
!>at   Amtifican    commerce    and   navigation   are 
tnghly  faVJred  by  law  ;  and   the  annual  reports 
fjora  the  'Breasurjr  show  that  the   people  of  the 
Houth  ar(}  not   much  engaged  in  either,  and  the 
Journal  o(:this  House  will  show  that  no  South- 
wn  membty  has  attempted  to  get  either  law  re 
Dealed.     Bpt  of  what  use  would  their  cotton,  to- 
wcco,  provisions,  and  lumber  be,  if  they  could 
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not  be  exported  ?    The  nation  cannot  consume 
them.     Of  what  use  would  their   laborers  be,  if 
the  products  of  their  labor  could  neither  be  con- 
sumed in  the  country  nor  exported  ?    And  while 
they  hold   a   particular   sort   of  population   they 
will   not,  I   imagine,  be  either  a  commercial  or 
navigating  people.     The  reasons  for  this  opinion 
it  is  not  necessary  to  state.     They  will  occur  to 
every  one.     Virginia    is  an   example  of  its  cor- 
rectness;  her  natural  advantages  for  commerce 
and  navigation  are  not  surpassed  by  any  part  of 
the  country,  and  we  all  know  that  she  is  not  onf 
of  the  great  commercial  and   navigating  States. 
The  Southern  people,  like  all  other  people,  wish 
to  get  their  produce  to  market  as  cheap  as  they 
can,  and  they  believe  \i  you  .suffer  any  one  Pow- 
er to   monopolize  the   carrying   trade,  that   that 
Power  will  extort  what  price  she  pleases  for  car- 
rying; and  that  if  you  suffer  Great  Britain  to  be 
the  mono|>olizer,  that  they  will  not  only  in  time 
of  peace  have  to  pay  her  extorted  price,  but  thai 
often  in  the  lime  of  war   they  will  have  an  ex- 
torted  war  price  to  pay.     In  order,  therefore,  to 
get  their  produce  carried   to  market  as  cheap  as 
possible,  they  have  been   willing  to  encourage  a 
competition.  If  the  people  of  the  Southern  States 
are  not  friendly  to  the  export  and   import  trade, 
and  the  coasting,  too,  they  must  be  worse  than  a 
man,  if  such  a  one  is  in  the  world,  who  would 
cut  off  his  own  thumb  to  pinch  the  little  finger 
of  his  neighbor.     It  had  been  said  that  the  re- 
strictive system,  as  it  was  called,  operated  harder 
on   New  England   than  on  the  Southern  States. 
This,  I  apprehend,  was  a  mistake  ;  it  operated  on 
the    whole    produce   of  the    Southern    country, 
while   it   only  operated    to    the   amount   of  the 
freight  on  those  concerned  in  navigation  ;  so  that 
if  the   Southern    planters   could    not   sell   their 
crops,  the  New  England   men  engaged  in  navi- 
gation could   not  get  the  freight  ;  its  operation 
was   rather  a  postponement   of  sale  and  freight 
than  a  real  loss.     But  the  Southern  Republicans 
have  been  directly  charged  with  being  the  inven- 
tors of  the  restrictive   system,  as    it    is   called. 
This  is  another  mistake.     If  gentlemen  will  ex- 
amine the  documents  on  the  Clerk's  table,  thef 
will  find  it  first  mentioned  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  by  the  then  Major  (now  Major 
General)   Pinckney,  when  Minister  at  London. 
The   restrictions,  however,  of   which    we    have 
heard   so  much,  certainly  grew  out  of  the  cele- 
brated  Boston   memorial.     Permit   me,  sir.  here 
to   remark,  though   it  has   not  much  to  do  with 
the  question,  yet  quite  as  much  as  a  great  deal 
you   have  heard,  that  I  have  long  thought  that 
the  interests  of  New  England  and  the  Southern 
States  are  more  intimately  connected  than  those 
of  the  Middle  and  the  Southern.     The  Southern 
are  almost  entirely  concerned  in  agriculture,  and 
the  Eastern  are  greatly  concerned  in  navigation, 
hence  they  are  nut  rivals  in  any  market;  and  if 
parties  in  this  country  had  been  formed  on  local 
and  interested  considerations,  it  is  probable  they 
would    have    been    unitt-d    against   the    Middle 
Siaies;  but  the  present  parties  were  formed  by 
putting  different  constructions  on  the  Consiitu- 
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tion  of  the  United  States.  One  word  more  as  to 
the  restrictions.  The  majority  who  voted  for 
them  undoubtedly  did  so  under  a  strong  convic- 
tion that  they  were  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  that  the  state  of  our  foreign  affairs  ab- 
solutely required  them.  The  embargo,  every 
one  knows,  was  the  only  act  among  them  for 
which  I  voted,  and  that  was  solely  with  a  view 
to  avoid  war;  and  I  now  verily  believe  that  an 
adherence  to  the  first  act  for  a  few  months  long- 
er, would  have  produced  the  desired  effect.  It  is 
possible  that  the  whole  of  the  restrictions  may 
have  been  wrong,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
right  to  let  Great  Britain  go  on  as  she  had  done, 
both  impressing  and  plundering;  but,  if  wrong, 
they  were  surely  not  wickedly  so.  because  they 
operated  as  equally  as  any  general  laws  could  on 
the  whole  community,  and  the  wicked,  however 
willing  they  might  be  for  others  to  suffer  for  the 
public  good,  are  scarcely  ever  willing  to  do  so 
themselves  ;  they  are  pretty  certain,  if  they  have 
it  in  their  power,  to  take  good  care  of  themselves, 
and  how  easy  could  the  majority,  if  they  had 
acted  on  wicked  principles,  have  permitted  neu- 
trals to  carry  away  the  produce  of  their  fields? 

Mr.  M.  said  he  sincerely  lamented  that  his  col- 
league (.Mr.  Gaston)  should  have  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  have  stated  the  unfortunate  situation 
of  their  native  State;  he  agreed  with  his  col- 
league in  lamenting  that  there  was  a  slave  in  the 
nation  ;  indeed  he  should  be  glad  that  there  was 
not  one  of  the  African  race  in  it;  but  what  had 
the  condition  of  tliese  people  to  do  with  the  cause 
of  the  war  ?  If  it  be  a  reason  for  not  opposing 
the  abominable  practice  of  impressment,  will  it 
not  be  a  reason  for  not  opposing  any  wrong  that 
may  be  intiicted  on  the  country  7  And  he  could 
not  conceive  a  greater  wrong  than  impressment. 
But,  slave  or  no  slave,  he  was  determined  to  live 
and  die  with  her.  He  would  stick  to  her  as  well  in 
adversity,  if  it  ever  overtook  her,  as  he  would  in 
prosperity.  No  misfortune  that  could  happen  to 
her  would  induce  him  to  leave  her,  and  he  re- 
ligiously believed  that  no  State  in  the  Union  was 
better  governed. 

MucIj  has  been  said  about  tree  ships  making 
free  goods.  The  United  Slates  have  long  since 
^iven  up  this  point,  and  cannot  now  contend  for 
It.  But  it  IS  surely  known  to  every  man  the  least 
acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, that  during  tne  Revolutionary  war  that 
House  was  anxious  to  have  the  laws  of  nations 
so  settled  and  understood,  that  free  ships  should 
make  free  goods;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  first 
Administration  under  the  pre.sent  Constitution 
was  not  averse  to  the  principle.  The  very  first 
treaty  made  by  the  United  States  contains  a  clause 
declaring  that  free  ships  shall  make  tree  goods, 
contraband  of  war  excepted. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  the  gentlemen  from  the 
navigating  States,  if  it  is  possible  that  they  can 
believe  that  Great  Britain  will  ever  sufler,  if  she 
can  prevent  it,  any  nation  except  herself  to  be  a 
great  commercial  and  navigating  people  ?  If  they 
do,  It  seems  to  me  that  a  careful  examination  of 
her  history  from  the  days  of  the  Stuarts  to  the 


present  time  will  convince  them  that  they  are 
greatly  mistaken.  Some  of  the  many  wars  which 
she  has  been  engaged  in  have  been  most  assuredly 
carried  on  to  destroy  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  a  rival,  and  this  was  done  at  a  time  when 
she  was  not  in  Europe  acknowledged  to  be  the 
mistress  of  the  ocean  ;  and  have  not  what  she 
calls  her  maritime  rights  grown  with  her  mari- 
time power?  And  now  that  she  has  no  rival  in 
that  kind  of  power,  can  it  it  be  expected  she  will 
suffer  one  to  grow  up  if  she  can  prevent  it  ?  The 
war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  is  to  protect 
our  maritime  rights.  Our  growing  commerce 
and  navigation  had  made  her  jealous  of  our  grow- 
ing power,  and  she  endeavored  by  impressment 
and  Orders  in  Council  to  destroy  both,  for  :5he 
had  nearly  violated  every  neutral  and  maritime 
right  which  belongs  to  us  before  war  was  de- 
clared ;  in  fact  she  may  be  said  to  have  been  at 
war  with  us  while  we  were  at  peace  with  her. 
But  to  attempt  to  conquer  Canada  in  a  war  car- 
ried on  for  sailors'  rights  and  free  trade,  (and  no 
words  in  our  language  could  better  define  the 
cause  of  the  war.)  is  called  a  new  mode  of  pro- 
tecting and  defending  them.  It  is  true  that  the 
injuries  which  have  been  done  to  us  have  been 
done  on  the  water,  and  that  we  undertake,  in 
part,  to  avenge  them  on  the  land,  and  there  is 
nothing  new  in  this.  No  matter  what  the  origi- 
nal cause  of  a  war  may  have  been,  when  two  na- 
tions are  engaged  in  it,  it  is  the  constant  practice 
to  strike  where  the  enemy  will  most  severely  feel ; 
and  nations  which  have  been  forced  to  war,  as 
we  have  been,  have  generally  been  willing  to  ac- 
quire something  which  might  remunerate  them 
at  least  for  the  expense  they  had  been  compelled 
to  incur,  and  Canada  would  reimburse  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  all  the  expense  they  may  be  at — the 
duties  on  imports  alone  would  do  this.  It  cannot 
be  forgotten  that  Great  Britain  acquired  New 
York  from  the  Dutch  in  a  war  not  forced  upon 
her,  but  undertaken  to  destroy  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  Dutch.  The  history  of  that 
war  ought  to  convince  us  that  Great  Britain  is 
not  willing  to  have  a  rival  of  any  kind  on  the 
ocean ;  and  the  last  treaty  between  her  and 
France  ought  to  convince  the  world  that  neither 
of  them  pay  much  respect  to  the  rights  of  other 
nations. 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection  this  is  the  first 
session  of  Congress  at  which  the  war  has  been 
called  wicked  and  unjust ;  when  it  was  declared, 
it  was  only  inexpedient;  all  then  seemed  to  ad- 
mit that  there  was  just  cause  for  it,  and  nothing 
has  taken  place  since  which  could  change  its 
character.  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Hamp- 
ton, and  indeed  at  almost  every  place  where  he 
has  had  the  power,  has  been  such  as  no  civilized 
man  could  have  expected  ;  but  his  abominable 
conduct  cannot  render  the  war  either  wicked  or 
unjust  on  our  pan.  The  most  wicked  part  of  the 
war  seems  to  be  the  attack  on  Canada,  and  a  de- 
sire as  is  supposed  to  attach  it  to  the  United 
States.  All  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  bill 
are  also  opposed  to  having  Canada,  though  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenoh)  has 
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isaid  thai  we  shaU  have  it  some  time  or  other.  Is 
ji;:  possilile  that,  when  we  were  British  colonies, 
^ali  the  British  statesmen,  with  the  great  Lord 
JChatharU  at  their  head,  were  mistaken  as  to  the 
Rvalue  and  impoTtance  of  Canada  to  the  then 
'colonies  *    They  considered  it  of  ihe  first  conse 
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be  both  the  law  and  the  practice  of  nations.  We 
all  wish  for  peace  that  may  last  long;  how  is 
such  a  peace  to  be  obtained  ?  Not  by  begging, 
but  by  manfully  maintaining  our  rights.  The 
acquisition  of  Canada  (pardun  me  for  so  saying) 
and   Florida  would  add  much  to  the  probability 


^quence.  Lind  spared  neither  men  or  money  to  take  !  of  a  peace  being  lasting  ;  for  while  these  remain 
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•,it.     Agam,  is  it  po>sible  tliat  all  the  sages  of  the 
;Revoluti|;n,  with  General  Washington  at  their 
ibead,  w^ire  mistaken  in   their  wish  to  obtain  it 
|and  attach  it  to  the  United  States?     I  ought  to 
'have  said  to  ada«it  it  into  the  Union,  because  the 
^articles  of  the  old   Confederation  has  a  clause, 
^expressly  declaring  that  Canada  may  be  admit- 
<led  into  (the  union   of  the   States.     In  the  first 
♦treaty  wiith   France   provision  was   made  for  it, 
^and  in  th^  Constitution  of  the  United  States  there 
jis  a  clau.4;.  which  I  have  always  understood  was 
yntended'to  admit  it  into  the  Union  ;  the  clause 
jdoes  notjipply  to  Territories,  because  they  come 
^into  thcirUnion   under  an   ordinance  of  the  old 
fCongresiS*     If  these  gentlemen  are  now  right  in 
inot  wishjng  to  have  Canada,  then  all  the  British 
tsiatesmtij  and  American  Revolutionary  patriots 
jwere  wri^g  in  wanting  it ;  and  if  it  is  now  wicked 
jto  attacknt.  it  was  quite  as  wicked  in  the  Revo- 
*lutionary»  war.     It   was  then  attacked    by   men 
Jwhose  jijirity  of  heart  was  never  questioned   by 
nheir  coyjntrymen.  and  by  men  who  lived  in  the 
Ways  whiJ-.h  tried  their  souls  ;  and  let  it  be  remem- 
jbered,   tl^^t  the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  de- 
jfensive.  idspecially  by  those  who  talked  so  much 
bout  defensive  war;  and  let  it  also  be  remem- 
ered  by  those  who  have  told  us  that  the  Cana- 
dians wejje  not  represented  in  Parliament,  there- 
Vure  had;jio  hand  in  injuring  us,  that  they  were 
aot  then  i  represented  in  Parliament,  and  had  no 
.iiand  in  ^opposing  the  tax  on  tea;   they  form  a 
«art  of  ihe  Brit.sh  Empire,  and  as  a  part  have 
peen  atti^ked.     The  object  of  this  war  and  that 
pi  the   Revolution  is  the  same,  though  we  are 
JQOt  in  tlie  same  situation  with  those  who  con- 
•certed  lii|it.     The  object  of  both  is  to  prevent  op- 
jpression  ind  to  mainlaia  our  rights.     Will  it  be 
believed, -in   this  nation  that  the  gallant  Mont- 
Jgoraery  .'v'll  in  a  wicked,  unjust  attack  on  (iuebec  ? 
J[Ie  lives,  |n  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  not  for 
5ft  wicked-and  unjust  attack,  but  for  the  brave  and 
|faithful   'Jischarge  of  his  duty   in  a  most  giori- 
■i)us  and  !  honorable   war.     The  mentioning  his 
>Dame  brings  to  my  recollection   the  names   of 
fiercer  ^od   Gates;  could  they  have  heard  the 
jdoctrine  jtf  perpetual  allegiance,  which  has  been 
jftdvocatfti  on  this  floor,  it  would,  no  doubt,  have 
<nade  siu^ilar  impressions  on  their  minds  to  those 
[which  w^re  made  on  the  mind  of  the  venerable 
^entlemd^i  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Findley.) 
The  firstibeing  an  Irishman,  the  second  a  Scotch- 
man. anJ  the  third  an  Englishman.     This  doc- 
trine of  perpetual  allegiance  was  not  I  imagine 
in  their  iJjy  advocated  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 
{If  these  iien.  and  many  others  equally  patriotic, 
{■were  noil  traitors  according  to  the  doctrine  we 
Ahave  heaFrd  advanced,  it  must  be  because  rights 
jexist  in  ^  civil  war.  which  do  not  exist  in  any 
jother;  amd  exactly  the  reverse  is  understood  to 


in  the  possession  of  any  European  Government, 
that  Government  will  most  assuredly  manage  the 
Indians  so  as  to  force  an  Indian  war  on  us  when- 
ever it  pleases.  The  reason  is  in  the  nature  of  the 
Governments.  In  Europe  there  is  always  secret 
service  money  enough  to  bribe  and  corrupt  who- 
ever will  be  bribed  or  corrupted,  and  with  this 
fund  they  will  manage  the  Indians.  Besides  this, 
in  the  European  Governments  there  is  not  the 
same  responsibility  in  the  Executive  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  as  in  ours  ;  and  I  hope 
that  ours  will  never  be  like  theirs  in  that  or  in 
any  other  respect.  It  cannot  be  forgotten  that 
when  France  owned  Canada  she  so  managed  the 
Indians  as  to  have  a  majority  of  them  on  her  side 
whenever  she  and  Great  Britain  were  at  war. 
The  cause  of  her  superior  management  was.  that 
her  King  was  absolute,  and  could  do  what  he 
pleased  ;  of  course  there  was  no  responsibility  to 
the  nation  for  the  expenditure  of  public  money  ; 
and  perhaps  not  much  to  him  or  any  one  else; 
certainly  much  less  than  there  was  in  Great  Brit- 
ain at  that  time.  And  since  our  independence 
Great  Britain  has  so  managed  them,  notwith- 
standing our  constant  endeavors  to  civilize  them 
and  better  their  condition,  as  now  to  have  a  ma- 
jority of  them  on  her  side.  The  cause  is  the 
same  in  her  Government.  There  is  less  respon- 
sibility for  public  money  than  in  ours;  and.  be- 
sides, she  has  secret  service  money,  as  much  as 
the  Minister  wishes,  and  we  have  none.  Our 
frontier  settlements  never  can  be  safe,  or  even 
comfortable,  while  any  European  nation  has  the 
management  of  the  Indians;  and  as  long  as  any 
of  them  have  Canada  or  Florida,  I  have  endea- 
vored to  show  that  they  will  manage  them.  Let  the 
United  Stales  have  them,  and  the  Western  l>on- 
tier  would  not  require  a  cent  for  protection,  and 
we  should  save  all  the  expense  of  naval  arma- 
ments on  the  Lakes.  How  much  this  might  be 
no  man  can  tell ;  because  no  man  can  tell  what 
force  will  be  sufficient  to  give  us  or  any  other 
nation  the  command  over  them;  and  we  ouf^ht 
to  command  them  for  this  plain  reason  :  whoever 
commands  them  will  command  the  adjoining 
country. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  bill, 
have  said  they  would  vote  money  to  defend  the 
soil ;  that  is,  they  would  vote  money  to  defend 
themselves,  but  not  to  defend  the  poor  and  almost 
friendless  sailor  who  carries  the  produce  of  the 
soil  to  foreign  markets,  and  without  whose  labor 
the  soil  would  not  be  more  valuable  to  us  than  it 
is  to  the  savages  ;  and  at  the  same  session  that  they 
will  not  vote  money  to  defend  him,  they  vote 
him  thanks  and  money  for  his  bravery  and  good 
conduct  in  a  war  which  they  call  wicked  and 
unjust.  But  they  would  vote  money  to  defend 
the  soil.    I  should  like  to  hear  from  them  in  what 


/ 


1781 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1782 


March.  1814. 


The  Loan  BUI. 


H.  opR. 


manner  they  would  attempt  to  defend  the  West-  I 
ern  and  Southern  frontiers  on  a  plan  purely  deien-  , 
sive  ;   they  could  not  rely  on  a  few  forts  and  garri    ! 
sons,  because  the  Indians  would  steal  into  the  set-  ' 
tlements  and  scalp  within  sight  of  the  forts.    A 
defensive  war  to  give  effectual  protection  against 
Indian  depredation  and    murder,  would   require 
more  men  and  money  than  the  most  active  war 
of  invasion.     If  those  who  talk   so  much  about 
defensive  war  would  only  take  the  trouble  to  in- 
quire of  the  veteran  patriot  from  Tennessee,  who 
sits  before  me  (Mr.  Sevier.)  wlio  has  probably 
been   in  more    battles   against   the    Indians   and 
British  than   I   am   years  old.  he  would,  I  ex- 
pect, inform   them,  that  experience   had   taught 
him  that  the  frontier  people  could  not  be  defended 
by  forts  and  garrisons  against  savage  invasion  and 
massacre. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Pickering.)  that  wars  have  been  heretofore 
carried  on  for  property,  and  will    add,  that  the 
quasi  war  with  France  was  for  properly,  and  those 
then  in  power  voted  money  without  any  difficulty 
whatever.     But  this  war  differs  from  all  others 
in  this  respect,  at   least,  that  it  is  carried  on  for 
the  rights  of  the  poor  and  not  for  the  property  of 
the  rich  ;  and  this  is  the  only  country  in  the  world 
where  the  rich  and  the  poor  are  really  equal,  and 
where  the  poor  have  as  much  power  as  the  rich  ; 
in  all  others   the  poor  are  almost  friendless  and 
without  any  share  in  the  Government.    This  war 
is  not  for  property.     Therefore  it   is,  that   those 
who  claim  to   have  the  most  wealth  are  not  wil- 
ling to  vote  money  to  support  a  war  carried  on 
for  the  rights  of  the   poor.     The  rich  are  not  al- 
ways willing  to  relieve  the  poor,  or  Lazarus  would 
not  have  remained  unfed  at  the  rich  man's  door, 
nor  would  our  poor  sailors  have  wanted  the  pro- 
tection of  their  country  or  the  aid  of   those  who 
had  got  rich  by  their  voyages  ;  more  noise  would 
have  been  made  for  the  impressment  of  twenty 
rich    merchants    than    for    the    impressment  of 
twenty  hundred  poor  sailors,  and  in  a  war  to  re- 
lease and  protect  them  the  want  of  money  would 
not  have  been  heard  of.     The  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution was  to  prevent   being  taxed  without  our 
consent,  and   I  should  be  glad   to  know,  whether 
there  is  one  man  in  the  nation  who  had   rather 
be  impressed   than   to  pay  a  trifling  tax  on  tea, 
imposed  without  his  consent  or  that  of  his  repre- 
sentatives.    Impresssement  must  be  also  without 
his  consent.     That   war  was   to  prevent   being 
taxed  when  Colonies,  by  the  British  Parliament, 
without  our  consent  ;  and  this  war  is  to  prevent 
being  taxed  now  we  are  independent  by  the  British 
Government  without  our  consent  ;    for  impress- 
ment is  a  tax  of  the  most  grievous  kind.   All  taxes 
must  be  paid  by  the  produce  of  labor,  but  the  tax 
of  impressment  not  only  deprives  the  sailor  of  the 
right  of  laboring  himself  but  confines  him  and 
forces  him  to  fight  not  the  battles  of  his  country, 
but  those  of  a  foreign  nation,  who  taxes  him,  re- 
ceives the  tax  and  forces  him  to  fight  her  battles. 
In  fact  impressment  is  not  only  a  tax,  but  the 
most  detestable  tyranny  and  oppression  that  ever 
was  practised   by  one   independent  nation  over 


another.  Can  it  be  possible,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  men  who  so  gloriously  resisted  the  tax  on 
tea;  the  men  by  whose  patriotic  efforts  you  now 
sit  in  that  chair,  would,  when  independent,  sub- 
mit to  impressment,  nay,  that  they  would  have 
collected  documents  to  prove  impressment,  a  fact 
known  to  every  man  in  both  nations?  What 
would  have  been  their  feelings,  when  they  knew 
that  their  countrymen  who  had  been  impressed 
before  war  was  declared,  had,  after  it  was  de- 
clared, been  ignominiously  flogged  for  refusing  to 
do  duty  ;  that  is.  to  fight  against  their  own  coun- 
try ?  Would  the  tax  on  tea  have  gone  to  the 
hearts  of  these  men.  and  impressment  have  been 
borne  by  them  with  patience?  Impressment  is 
as  much  worse  than  the  tax,  as  freedom  is  better 
than  impressment. 

A  complaint  has  been  made,  with  a  very  long 

face,  that  this  war  will  cost  money.    The  friends 

of  these  gentlemen  made  no  such  complaint  in 

the  quasi  war.      It   is.    however,  certainly  true 

that  it  will  cost  money  ;   so  has  every  war  that 

ever  was.     And  if  we  determine  not  to  defend 

our  national  rights,  we  shall  soon  have  none  to 

defend.     But,  sir.  had  calculations  like  these  we 

I  have  heard  deterred  our  fathers  from  carrying  on 

I  the  war  in  which  they  were  engaged,  we  should 

I  not  have  been  free,  nor  now  debating,  in  this  ele- 

'  gant  Hall,  whetiier  American  sailors  should  also 

be  free.     They  wanted  both  men  and  money,  but 

they  persevered  to  the  end,  and  obtained  that  for 

which  they  contended — liberty  and  independence. 

If  we  only  follow  their  example  we  shall  establish 

sailors'  rights  and  free  trade. 

Much  has  been  said  about  a  national  debt.  No 
man  dislikes  one  more  than  I  do.  It  never  was 
my  opinion  that  a  national  debt  was  a  national 
blessing.  And  I  dislike  taxes  as  much  as  I  do  a 
national  debt;  but  1  do  not  dislike  them  quite  as 
much  as  1  hate  impressment;  and  before  I  would 
acknowledge  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  impress 
American  citizens,  I  would  bear  as  much  of  both 
as  I  could  without  complaining.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  more  feeling  on  this  subject  than 
others  have.  Every  man  in  the  nation  can  form 
a  correct  opinion  on  the  question,  by  supposing 
his  own  son  impressed,  and  treated  like  others 
have  been.  It  seems  to  me  that  to  the  parent  there 
could  be  but  little,  if  any.  difference  between  im- 
pressment and  death.  This  war  has  not  been 
supported  by  me  because  a  particular  man  is 
President,  but  because  I  thought  we  should  lose, 
one  by  one,  all  our  national  rights  unless  we  de- 
•  fend  them,  and  because  I  thought  the  sailors  had 
the  same  right  to  protection  that  other  people 
had.  I  care  but  little  who  is  President ;  all  I  ask 
,  of  him  IS  to  administer  the  Executive  part  of  the 
Government  well  and  economically.  No  Presi- 
dent will  ever  please  all.  and  he  that  has  faithfully 
done  the  best  he  could  for  the  nation,  and  is  fully 
I  satisfied  thereof  and  has  a  clear  conscience  to- 
,  wards  his  God  and  neighbor,  will  probably  be  the 

best  off,  here  and  hereaiter. 
;      But  that  which  seems  to  astonish  those  most 
I  who  oppose  the  bill,  is  that  the  backwoodsmen, 
1  who  never  saw  a  ship  before  they  came  to  this 
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city,  shoqld  nnd«;rtake  to  defend  sailors'  rights,  i  lasting  which  shall  be  obtained  by  a  surrenderor 
.  .By  the  (|onstitution  it  is  as  much  their  duty  to  our  rights.  Disgrace  the  nation  by  a  disgraceful 
>  ^defend  ilem  as  it  is  the  duty  of  any  other  part  of :  peace,  and  the  peace  cannot  last,  unless  the  na- 

I  the  nation ;  but,  leaving  their  Constitutional  duty  i  tion  cease  to  respect  itself;  and  a  nation  that 
-out  of  il>^  questii^n,  nothing  is  more  natural,  than  does  not  respect  itself  will  be  treated  by  other  na- 
.<4hat  thei^  situation  should  compel  them  to  feel  :  tions  rather  wor^^e  than  an  individual  is  treated 
:  for  the  distress  of  their  countrymen  in  any  part  by  society,  who  does  not  respect  himself.  VViiat 
of  the  U  ^ion  ;  es^pecially,  too.  when  their  distress  •  will  be  the  effect  of  an  honorable  or  dishonorable 
lis  produced  by  the  same  power  which  distresses  peace  on  the  two  parties?  The  question  need 
'their  cou^itrymeiii.  It  may  he  the  effect  of  sym-  only  to  be  staled,  and  the  answer  is  in  the  mouth 
ipathy,  scinething  like  this  :  If  you,  sir,  were  trav-  ,  of  every  man.  If  an  honorable  peace  be  made, 
veiling,  aibd  to  call  at  a  house  where  you  were  and  the  rights  we  are  justly  contending  for  be 
not  acquainted  with  any  person  who  lived  in  it,  [  pursued,  the  whole  world  will  respect  us — even 
^nd  to  ficid  the  fa,ther  or  mother  of  the  family,  or  the  gentlemen  themselves  will  respect  us  for  not 
\)ae  of  tkff  children,  dead,  you  would  immediate-  i  being  driven  from  the  line  of  duty  by  their  own 


I 


J  ]y  feel  fo>  the  distress  of  the  living,  and  sympa- 
^  thise  vni'n  them.    The  case  of  the  backwoodsmen 
^  js  much  stronger  than   this  ;  because,  when  thev 
I  ^ear  of  iin pressmen t,  they  immediately  think  of 
?  iheir  relii^ions  and  neighbors  who  had  been  niur- 
J  llered  an<l  scalped  by  the  savage  foe,  the  ally  of 
f  •he   Powf r   who    impresses    their    countrymen, 
j  These  b-tckwoodsmen  want  no  defence  for  the 
I  part  they-have  acted.     The  zeal  and  ability  with 
i  which  ttiey  have  defended  iheir  national  rights, 
J  ^oih  in  ti;is  House  and  the  field,  want  no  defence. 
i  )f  a  single  wagoner,  tobacco-roller,  or  hog-driver. 
i,  irom   the;  middle  country,  should  be  scalped  on 
5  Ins  way  tn  market,  that  whole  country  would  im- 

•  inediatetjr  have  feelings  similar  to  those  of  the 
'i  Western  people  and  the  people  of  Georgia,  and, 

*  like    the»(^.   convince    the    world     that    freemen 
:'  roused  af/?  invincible.     During  the  Revolutiona- 

".  if  war  iiJwas  not  whispered  that  the  then  back- 
Woodsm<5f;;  bad  never  seen  a  ship  or  salt  water, 
..<iT  that  tHrv  did  Dot  understand   the   tax  on  ten, 
< ,  or  the  B(;4ton  port  act ;  and  ihey  certainly  under- 
hand iheVause  of  this  war  as  well  as  they  did  the 
cause  of  t^iat ;  and  then  their  assistance  was  glad- 
,  ily  seized'and  theu  valiant  deeds  of  that  day  have 
|nol  been  i^een  surpassed  by  those  of  late.     That 
\  .war.  we  Jrave  been  told,  was  for  property.    They 
;  imight  thl^p  take  part  without  a  complaint ;  but  as 


for 


poor  sailors' 


rights, 


they  ought 


speeches  ;  but  if  a  dishonorable  |>eace  be  made, 
and  we  meanly  surrender  the  just  rights  of  the 
nation,  the  whole  world  will  despise  us,  and   we 
ought  to  be  put  down.     I  will  go  a  5tep  further 
and  say.  that  I  believe  if  the  gentlemen  who  op- 
pose the  war,  and  every  measure  connected  with 
it,  were  now  in  the  majority,  that  they  would  not 
make  a  disgraceful  peace,  and  thereby  surrender 
the  rights  we  are  now  contending  for.  and  that 
the  necessary  supplies  would  be  furnished  to  car- 
ry the  war  on;  nay,  sir,  I  feel  no  reluctance  in 
saying,  that  there  are  men  opposed  to  me  in  pol- 
itics to  whom  I  should  not  be  unwilling  to  trust 
the  present  negotiation,  and  that,  too,  without  an 
instruction.     I  mean  not  by  this  to  be  understood 
as  having  objections  to  the  present   negotiators. 
If  we  could  by  any  means  convince  Europe  that 
our  disputes  were  only  of  the  family  kind,  and 
that  any  interference  of  hers   would  only  more 
closely  unite  us,  I  believe  we  should  never  again 
experience  much  trouble  from  her.     We  ought  to 
remember  the  great  interest  which  the  potentates 
of  Europe  took  in  the  election  of  a  King  of  Po- 
land.    This  fact  alone  is  enougli  to  induce  us  to 
believe,  that  at  least  Great  Britain  and  France 
would   be  willing  to  meddle  in  our  elections  if 
they  could,  and  no  doubt  they  look  un  ihem  with 
some  little  concern. 

We  h.we  had  this  session  a  subject  before  the 
House,  the  whole  history  of  which  I  tiave  been 
very   anxious   to  know,  and   gave   every    vote  ]• 

elter.     If  the 


could  to  get  it — I  mean  Turreau's  letter.  If 
Administration  acted  as  it  ought  to  have  done  on 
receiving  it.  I  should  like  to  know  a,  and  if  it 
did  not  so  act  I  should  like  to  know  it;  however, 


this  is  no'w 
^not  to  m<Jdle  with  it!  Many  of  the  men  who 
rfoughl  dliring  the  Revolution,  I  imagine,  never 
is^w  nor  tested  tea  when  the  war  commenced.  I 
5\^ell  reii|^mber  that,  in  the  part  of  the  nation 
J\»here  I  ^fjire,  it  was  used  in  but  few  families,  and 
'*irt  some  rtj  the  few  only  on  Sundays,  or  on  some 

^^reat  occ*k;>ion  ;  and  in  that  part  of  the  country    let  the  history  of  this  letter  be  what  it  may.  the 

Mpf  peoplj^  were  not  plagued  with  Tories.  |  letter  itself  proves,  like  one  read  sometime  past  in 

?  Why,  i^-t  this  time,  discuss  the  causes  of  the    his  place  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 

)|ar?    Thfy  have  been  discussed  before;  but  then  i  GRoavE.NOK,)   written  by  a  man    who    has  been 

tjiere  was»io  negotiation  on  foot.    I  most  sincerely  ,  accused  of  more  subserviency  to  France  than  any 

wish  thatjthe  negotiation  may  produce  a  treaty    other  in   the   nation,   that  there   never   was  any 

nrhich  shdl  be  satisfactory  to  every  man  in  the  |  French  influence  in  the  Cabinet;  and  we  have 

ij^tion.     One  would  naturally  have  supposed,  if  j  heard   more   noise  about   Turreau's   letter    than 

\ve  had  ntit  seen  to  the  contrary,  that  the  hearts    about  all  the  wrongs  Great  Britain  has  done  us— 

alJ*  all  inesijin  the  country  would  have  been  turned     more  than  about   the  one  hundred  and  fifty-six 

•aa  this  tin^e  to  two  great  points— the  happy  ter-  i  American  sailors  which  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 

Jr^inationcf  the  war.  by  the  restoration  of  an  hon- ;  sachusetts    (Colonel    Pickerimg)    admitted    had 

f  Aable  pe«ce,  or.  in  case  the  negotiation  failed,  to  j  been    impressed.     I  must   here  remark,  that  this 

^tjie  raann«y  best  calculated  to  carry  it  on  success-  \  number  differs  very  much  from  every  other  cal- 

;^t|illy.     I  Vfpeat,  that  I  wish  for  peace  as  much  as  |  culation  that  I  have  seen  or  heard.     The  letter 

|ajiy  maa;*bui  rely  on  it,  sir,  that  no  peace  can  be  I  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  after  examining  some 
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British  documents  which  he  found  in  some  ves- 
sel he  had  taken,  supposes  the  number  to  be  much 
greater  than  had  ever  been  thought  in  the  United 
States;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  had  reported 
the  number  to  be  more  than  6.000,  and  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  has  acknowledged  1.600  in  the  British 
Parliament,  and  it  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed 
that  he  would  acknowledge  more  than  was  right; 
on  the  contrary,  it  would  not  be  unfair  to  ."^up- 


far  as  it  concerns  ourselves,  give  cause  to  any 
foreign  Power  to  violate  the  laws  of  nations 
against  us.  I,  however,  hope  that  the  Adminis- 
tration is  able  to  maintain  and  defend  our  rights, 
provided  we  furnish  the  ways  and  means,  but 
without  these  it  cannot  be  done,  and  without 
them  the  gentlemen  need  not  dread  offensive  war 
either  on  land  or  water,  though  they  do  not  seem 
to  have  any  objection  to  the  latter,  nor  can  their 


pose  thai  many  had  been  impressed  of  which  he  j  favorite  system  of  defensive  war  be  carried  on, 
never  heard,  because  they  were  impressed  in  every  i  and  we  must  ol  necessity  return  to  the  old  plan 
quarter  of  the  world.  This  same  letter  seems  to  ,  of  begging  and  soliciting,  not  now  as  heretofore 
have  displeased  the  gentlemen  more  than  impress-  |  for  justice,  but  for  mercy  ;  and  we  have  already 
ment  or  plundering  on  the  ocean,  or  robbery,  mur- I  tried  for  justice  twenty  years,  and  until  neither 
der,  and  rape  at  Hampton.  I  have  now  done  with  i  Great  Britain  nor  France  would  scarcely  answer 
this  letter,  and  having  at  a  former  session  stated  j  our  applications.    We  have  by  persevering  expe- 


my  opinion  about  foreign  influence,  I  will  not 
now  repeat  it. 

If,  sir,  there  be  any  monarchy-men  in  the  na- 
tion, and  I  hope  there  are  not,  (we  however  know 
there  were  some  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
and  I  hope  they  have  been  convinced  of  their  er- 
ror and  changed  their  political  opinions,)  do  you 
not  think  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  hear  ar- 
guments which  we  have  heard  about  disunion 
and  a  separation  of  the  Stales;  would  they  not 
calculate  that  disunion  and  separation  would  pro- 
duce disorder  and  confusion,  and  that  these  might 
provoke   the  people  to  think  of  a  King,  and   the 


rience  demonstrated  to  the  world,  if  it  never  was 
before  demonstrated,  that  a  begging  nation  can- 
not maintain  her  rights  nor  prevent  injustice  by 
begging  ;  we  have  also  demonstrated  that  if  Great 
Britain  and  France  agreed  on  nothing  else,  they 
agreed  to  do  us  all  the  injury  they  could.  We 
must  depend  either  on  American  valor  or  British 
magnanimity  for  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  our  national  rights,  and  I  am  for  depending 
on  American  valor.  Louis  XIV  of  France  and 
the  United  Provinces  have  both  tried  begging, 
and  both  begged  of  Great  Britain,  and  succeeded 
no  belter  tlian  we  have  done,  and   not  long  since 

restoration  of  Charles  II.?   I  cannot  bear  to  think  i  several  Powers  in  Europe   tried  it  with  France, 

of  such  a  slate  of  things — 1  will  quit  the  subject,  j  but  without  success. 


We  have  heard  much  about  the  rights  of  a 
minority.  I  hope  that  1  understand  them,  and  I 
never  will  knowingly  violate  one  of  them.  I  was 
politically  brought  up  in  a  minority,  and  under 
the  most  rigid  and  severe  majority  that  I  have 
ever  seen,  and  I  never  will  imitate  the  example 
of  those  who  abridged  my  rights  when  in  the 
minority,  by  abridging  the  rights  of  any  minor- 
ity. It  IS  not,  however,  the  right  of  any  minor- 
ity to  violate  the  laws,  nor  have  the  majority 
any  claim  on  the  minority  except  that  they  obey 
the  laws.  If  laws  should  be  passed  which  are 
unconstitutional  or  inexpedient,  there  are  but  two 
ways  pointed  out  in  the  Conslilution  to  get  clear 
of  them,  which  are,  the  people  at  the  elections 
express  their  opinion,  and  their  representatives 
carry   that    opinion  into    effect,  and    tiie   courts 


We  have  been  reminded  of  the  enormous  debt 
of  England,  and  at  the  same  lime  of  her  great 
wealth  and  resources.  In  her  career  of  debt  I 
wish  not  to  follow  her.  nor  in  the  cause  which 
produced  a  great  part  of  it.  which  was  the  taking 
part  in  almost  every  war  which  has  happened  in 
modern  Europe,  by  raising  about  one-half  to  fight 
the  other  on  land,  that  she  might  become  mis- 
tress of  the  ocean. 

The  management  of  the  war  has  been  brought 
before  us :  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  military  operations  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Lake  Ontario  have  not  been  well 
managed,  but  on  the  lake.  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey  did  as  much  as  could  have  been  expected 
from  any  man  ;  and  it  is  due  to  his  antagonist, 
though  an  enemy,  to  say  that  he  was  qualified  to 


of  law  can  decide  on  the  Constitutionality  of'  command  against  Chauncey.  But  in  a  country 
a  law  when  properly  brought  before  them.  If  like  ours,  where  we  keep  in  time  of  peace  but  a 
it  were  true,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  not,  that  the  j  small  standing  army,  great  success  against  train- 
Legislature  and  the  Executive  had  done  all  the  !  ed  troops  ought  not  to  be  expected  at  the  first 
wronjjs  which    have    been   charged  to   them,   it 


would  not,  according  to  the  Constitution,  justify 
any  attempt  to  change  the  law,  only  as  before 
staled.  The  President  may  be  impeached,  but 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  a  violation  of  the 
law  by  any  other  person. 

Admit  that  the  Adniini^tration  has  mana<;ed 
our  own  affairs  as  bad  as  has  been  stated,  (which 
is  not  admitted.)  can  that  give  Great  Britain  any 
rishl  or  cause  to  impress  our  citizens  or  to  plun- 


breaking  out  of  the  war;  and   whenever   peace 
shall   be  established,  I  hope  to  see  the  Army  re- 


duced to  the  old  Peace  Establishment.  When 
we  speak  of  the  attempt  to  invade  Canada,  we 
ought  to  recollect  the  Indian  war  carried  on  un- 
der the  Administration  of  General  Washington, 
who  certainly  knew  ihe  merits  of  every  Revolu- 
tionary officer  better  that  any  man  in  the  nation, 
and  who  was  a  complete  judge  of  military  men 
and  affairs ;   yet  the  first  two  commanders  which 


der  our  property?  We  might  complain,  and  if  j  he  selected  were  both  defeated;  and  when  the 
we  thought  proper  change  our  rulers;  but  it  is  third  defeated  the  Indians,  they  took  shelter  un- 
nolhing  to  her  how  our  affairs  are  managed,  nor  j  der  a  Brilisii  fort  and  garrison,  which  lort  had 
can  improper  conduct  of  any  Administration,  so  j  been  recently  built  within  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
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t  id  States,  ;(Dd  thus  saved   (bemselres  from  the 
I  jrsuit  of  Cfie  victorious  troops. 

We  hav^,been  toM.  a<a:aiD  and  again,  that  the 
1  an  will  n<#  be  obtained.  It  is  probable  that  no 
1  an  in  lhe;?iouse  knows  that  it  certainly  will; 
I  It.  havins^jieard  the  same  said  last  year,  and  the 
an  lor  th.  »  year  bavinij  been  made  without  any 
tficultv.  .ijid  on  quite  as  good  terms  as  the 
.■?  ).Ut)0,OtX)  Iran  made  under  a  Federal  Adminis- 
t  [ition.  I  ho|)e  that  it  will,  and  that  the  a;entle- 
(>n.  at  the' next  scis-sion  of  Congress,  will  find 
eniselvesfl^ second  time  mistaken  about  the  loan, 
itei  no  her^tation  in  stating  it  as  ray  opinion. 
a^  if  It  be  jiot  obtained,  and  the  reports  which 
have  heyd  be  true,  that  the  people  of  Boston 
n  not  lenJ.  that  the  cause  of  the  failure  may  be 
tinned  to  tl.v  enemy,  (the  gentlemen  irom  that 
n  of  the  Country  will  pardon  the  expression.) 
rS-nrly  all  tTfe  money  in  the  nation,  it  is  reported — 
a^d  It  has  ajso  been  said,  I  believe,  in  the  House — 
i j  travellin.rf  to  Boston  for  goods.  What  pro- 
d||ced  this  ?  ;  Tb*  blockading  proclamation,  which 
includes  all  Jhe  country  from  New  York  to  the 
uth.  If.  ^therefore,  the  people  of  Boston  will 
t  lend,  aifid  the  «>nemy,  by  his  proclamation, 
uses  the  twioney  of  the  nation  to  travel  to  Bos- 
gooi*i,  does  it  not  follow  that  the  cause  of 
re  i^ay  be  traced  to  him?  If  this  shall 
ihe  state-of  things,  it  unquestionably  follows 
j*t  the  ei.^my.  by  his  proclamaiion,  regulates 
e-  loan.  Jjut  if.  from  any  cause  whatever,  the 
in  cannottbe  obtained,  and  the  people  cannot  or 
il  not  payf  taxes,  tnere  is  but  one  poor  consola- 
;u  left  to  i^ose  who  believe  that  the  war  could 
>t  have  bcjn  avoided  without  surrendering  all 
flension  ,j  independence,  by  acknowledsmg 
at  the  nai.onal  rights  could  not  be  supported, 
id  who  Hfjw  believe  that  every  effort  ought  to 
fnade  rajher  than  submit  to  impressment — that 
paper  miipey  ;  and  uo  man  is  more  opposed  to 
per  mon«.«y  than  I  am  ;  and  this.  I  believe,  is 
jown  to  Vvery  person  with  whom  1  am  well 
{uainted;  Every  exertion  ought  to  be  made  to 
oj  without;  t;  and,  before  it  be  made,  the  ques- 
t|)«  ought  fp  be  that  of  surrender  at  discretion; 
all!  before  i^.e  nation  should  surrender  her  rights 
tl^Jritish  i^scretion.  1  would  consent  to  paper 
ri|>i|iey — necessity  alone  may  justify — necessity 
cf  rfipelled  Hie  old  Congress  to  use  it,  and  it  justi- 
t'j4  them,  ii;o.  With  all  its  evils  and  deprecia- 
t.  ;tj,  It  was^necessary  to  them  to  establish  the 
lii  .«lrty  and  independence  of  the  nation,  and  the 
s;  nje  neces  4ty  would  justify  us  to  use  it  to  main- 
t  4ii  them.  7  France  was  compelled  to  use  it  at 
t  ecommeiiicement  of  her  late  troubles,  and  by 
t  leiuse  of  it  she  vanquished  the  combined  Pow- 
e  ri(f  and  Gi\'at  Britain,  in  her  turn,  is  now  beat- 
iio* France  ^vith  it;  for  her  bank  paper  is  noihing 
lipfe  than  japer  money  at  present ;  so  that  Greal 
llfttain,  in  ttie  plenitude  of  her  power  and  wealth. 
li^^  been  compelled  lo  yield  to  necessity,  and  to 
ili»e  paper,  money,  by  which  she  is  likely  to 
l|i»iible  her  .^reat  rival.  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
^l»l«^rstood  :ihat  I  am  not  the  friend  of  pa|)er 
il^ney  of  a^y  kind  ;  indeed,  I  have  stated  the  only 
i|)4dition  f;«i  which  It  ought  to  be  thou«^ht  of. 


Again,  if  money  cannot  be  had  to  carry  on  the 
war,  of  what  real  advantage  have  the  brilliant 
victories  of  the  Navy  been  to  the  nation  ;  or  will 
any  good  effect  be  produced  by  them.'  They 
will  neither  be  the  means  of  getting  peace,  nor 
securing  us  against  future  injuries;  it  is  only  by 
firmly  maintaining  our  rights  that  such  a  peace 
as  we  ought  to  have  can  be  acquired,  and  only 
such  conduct  will  secure  us  against  future  inju- 
ries. Will  any  of  the  men  to  whom  the  thanks 
of  Congress  have  been  voted  for  their  good  con- 
duct, value  the  vote,  when  the  same  Congress 
refuse  to  supply  the  money  necessary  to  carry 
on  a  war  which  was  forced  on  the  nation,  and 
which  they,  by  their  gallant  actions,  believe  to 
be  just  ? 

My  colleague  (Mr.  Pearson)  said  that  a  shock 
given  to  a  bank  or  banks,  (if  I  misstate  him  1 
hope  that  he  will  correct  me;  I  have  no  desire 
either  to  misstate  what  was  said  by  him  or  any 
one  else.)  I  did  not  distinctly  hear  which,  might 
endanger  the  public  credit.  The  credit  of  the 
country  is  not  bottomed  on  banks,  but  on  the 
honesty  and  industry  of  the  people,  and  a  belief 
that  no  Administration  dare  to  violate  a  public 
engagement,  when  the  public  faith  has  been  con- 
stitutionally pledged.  I  do  not  believe  that  either 
my  colleague  or  myself  are  prophets,  or  that  we 
can  see  further  into  futurity  than  other  people; 
and  I  am  a  little  apt  to  doubt  the  predictions  of 
any  man  or  men  who  have  made  them  before 
without  their  coming  to  pass;  and  it  must  be 
recollected,  that  when  the  charter  of  the  United 
States  Bank  was  about  to  expire,  that  we  were 
told  that  if  the  charter  was  not  renewed,  the  pub- 
lic credit  would  be  destroyed,  and  the  nation 
probably  convulsed.  The  charter  did  expire,  and 
the  Bank  went  out  of  existence  like  the  snuff  of 
a  candle,  scarcely  perceived  by  any  one. 

[Mr.  Pearso.n  explained,  and  stated  that  he 
had  said,  that  if  one  of  the  banks  should  have 
subscribed  to  the  loan  to  a  considerable  amount, 
and  anything  should  occur  to  prevent  it  making 
the  payment  it  was  thereby  pledged  to  make,  it 
would  to  that  amount  affect  the  finances  of  the 
Government.] 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that  it  might,  in  such  a  case, 
affect  the  revenue  was  probable;  but  even  that 
could  not  affect  the  credit  of  the  nation,  because 
the  fact  would  show  that  the  bank  and  not  the 
nation  had  failed.  The  failure  of  a  bank  in  which 
the  nation  had  no  concern,  and  the  credit  of  the 
nation,  are  two  distinct  things,  and  not  at  all  con- 
nected. He  would  acknowledge  that  he  felt  al- 
most ashamed  at  having  said  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject, after  the  Hotise  had  heard  the  able  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  (Mr. 
Lowndes.)  The  recollection  of  it  would  stop 
him. 

The  same  gentleman  said,  that  no  man  believes 
that  we  can  prevent  Great  Britain  impressing 
her  own  subjects.  I,  in  my  turn.  say.  that  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  is  a  man  in  the  country 
that  will  ever  attempt  it.  We  have  nothing  to 
do,  nor  never  had.  with  her  impressing  her  own 
subjects;  it  is  her  impressing  American  -sailors. 
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who  ought  to  be  as  free  from  it  as  we  are,  of'  the  world  know  that  Americans  are  not  to  be 
which  we   have  complained,  and  for  which   the  1  impressed. 

war  is  now  carried  on.  She  may  do  what  she  i  My  colleague,  like  many  other  gentlemen  wko 
pleases  with  her  own  subjects,  and  it  will  never  '  oppose  the  bill,  complains  that  the  country  is  not 
trouble  me,  though  1  should  be  sorry  if  she  was  defended,  and  charges  the  Administration  with 
to  hang  them,  because  we  will  not  consent  that  ;  not  defending  it.  If  by  defending  the  country  is 
she  shall  impress  ours ;  all  we  ask  of  her  is  to  let  intended  to  convey  the  idea,  that  the  whole  fron- 
ours  alone.  Old  as  I  am,  I  would  rather  serve  I  tier  of  the  United  States.  North  and  South,  East 
seven  years  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  Army,  than  I  and  West,  be  so  defended  that  no  enemy  could  put 
be  impressed  by  a  British   officer,  and   forced  on  >  his  foot  within  our  limits,  I  agree  with  him  that 


board  one  of  her  public  ships,  and  there  com-  : 
pelled  to  serve  one  month.  No  man,  it  seems  to 
me,  can  bring  the  question  of  impressment  home 
to  himself  or  his  son,  and  then  consent  to  permit 
it  one  minute.  If  a  son  be  taken  by  the  Indians, 
do  not  the  father  and  neighbors  pursue  the  In- 
dians to  retake  him  ?  And  being  taken  by  the 
Indians  is  not  worse  than  impressment. 

I  also  understood  the  same  gentleman  to  say. 
that  the  Briii&h  Government  offered  some  time 


It  has  not  been  so  defended,  and  I  fear  never  will ; 
nay,  that  it  is  impossible.  Except  the  military 
operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Ontario,  as 
much  was  done  last  Fall  as  could  reasonably  have 
been  expected.  But  how  can  the  Executive  have 
men  at  every  place  where  a  vessel  may  come  on 
our  extensive  seacoast.  or  where  an  Indian  may 
approach  the  frontier,  unless  the  men  be  furnished 
him  by  the  Legislature?  and  I  doubt  whether  a 
million  would   be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  so 


ago  to  make  an  arrangement  on  the  subject  of  |  defend  the  country  that  no  enemy  should  put  his 
protections.  This  offer  was  like  every  other  one  j  foot  in  it.  While  the  war  continues  we  may  ex- 
Irom  that  Government — il  was  like  a  jug  handle,  pect  that  small  parties  will  land  in  different  parts 
as  we  say  in  the  country,  all  on  one  side,  there  :  of  the  nation,  more  with  a  view  to  plunder  than 
was  no  reciprocity  or  equality  in  it — none  but  ,  anything  else;  and  if  there  should  not  be  any 
Americans  were  in  the  offer  to  carry  protections,  !  troops  at  the  place,  the  people  of  the  country  will 


and  the  Americans  had  long  before  by  sad  experi 
ence  found  out  that  they  were  of  no  value,  be- 
cause the  British  officers  would  not  respect  them. 
If  that  Government  was  really  desirous  to  have 
the  impressment  of  American  citizens  put  an  end 
to,  it  is  only  necessary  for  it  to  issue  one  order 
forbidding  it,  and  it  will  be  ended.  The  infer- 
ence drawn  from  the  fact  by  my  colleague.  isiK>t. 
in  my  opinion,  supported  by  it  ;  and  every  official 
paper  from  the  Administraiion  to  the  British 
Government,  shows  an  anxious  desire  to  have 
avoided  war.  It  is  certainly  true,  as  he  stated, 
that  in  ihearrangement  made  with  Erskine  there 
was  no  provision  for  protecting  our  sailors  from 
impressment ;  but  this,  instead  of  proving  a  desire 
ID  the  Executive  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain, 
proves,  it  seems  to  me,  exactly  the  contrary  ;  it 
proves  so  strong  .i  desire  in  the  Executive  to  con- 
tinue at  peace,  that  for  it  the  rights,  or  rather  the 
liberty,  of  a  part  of  the  American  people,  was  to 
be  left  to  the  will  of  every  British  officer  who  had 
authority  to  impress.  Bu',  although  no  provision 
was  made  for  protecting  our  sailors  against  im- 
pressment, the  British  Government  refused  to  rat- 
ify It.  The  offer  made  to  Admiral  Warren  to 
treat  on  equal  terras;  the  offer  made  by  Mr.  Rus- 
sell to   the   British  Government  ;  the  ready  ac- 


tum out  to  defend  their  wives,  their  children,  and 
their  property.  When  invaded,  they  will  not,  they 
cannot,  and  they  ought  not,  to  wait  for  an  order 
either  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  or  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  defend  themselves. 
The  gentlemen  seem  to  speak  of  the  protection 
which  the  Executive  ought  to  afford,  as  if  the 
E^ec,utive  alone  had  the  authority  lo  raise  both 
men  and  money,  or  as  if  the  Executive  was  some 
uncommon  being,  which  could  itself  bee  and 
protect  every  part  of  the  nation.  One  day  we 
are  told  that  the  Executive  does  not  defend  the 
nation,  and  that  tbere  is  a  want  of  energy  in  it. 
The  real  cause  of  the  complaints  as  I  understand 
them  have  not  been  mentioned.  They  are  the 
British  orders  and  the  French  edicts.  We,  how- 
ever, hear  nothing  of  them ;  they  seem  to  be 
forgotten,  while  we  hear  it  daily  repeated  that 
the  country  is  not  defended.  It  the  country  is 
not  defended,  furnish  the  means  and  it  will  be 
done  :  and  if  the  means  be  not  furnished  we  must 
fold  our  arms  and  wait  with  patience,  until  Great 
Britain  will  in  her  tender  mercy  refrain  from  at- 
tacking us,  and  grant  us  such  a  peace  as  may  suit 
herseW. 

My  colleague  said  that   he  would  not  give  his 
claim   on  Bonaparte,  and   he  did  not  appear  to 


cepiance  of  the  mediation  of  Russia,  and  the  i  value  that  very  hi^h,  for  his  part  of  the  unsettled 
ready  acceptance  of  the  offer  to  treat  at  Gotten-  land  of  Canada,  it  it  .should  be  taken.  I  do  not 
burg,  alter  Great   Britain   had   refused  both  the  I  know  any  rule  by  which  the  value ot  either  could 


other  offers. and  ttie  mediation  of  Russia,  all  prove 
the  mostsincere  desire  the  Executive  had  to  avoid 
the  war,  if  it  could  have  been  done,  and  to  restore 
peace  since  the  war  was  declared.  In  making 
arrangements.  Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment. I  should  like  the  Administration  to 
adopt  the  saying  of  a  good  lady  to  her  husband. 
in  the  State  from  wtiich  you  come,  whi<'h  was 
this — ••  if  we  are  quality,  let  us  be  quality."'  And 
so,  if  we  are  a  nation,  let  us  be  a  nation — and  let 


be  ascertained,  therefore  cannot  say  which  would 
be  most  valuable,  or  whether  it  would  be  a  good 
or  bad  bargain  to  give  one  for  the  other.  1  will, 
however,  say  that  I  would  not  give  the  little 
claim  which  my  descendants  may  have  to  our 
Western  country  for  all  the  claims  on  Bonaparte. 
Although  the  Western  land  may  not  produce  the 
revenue  which  many  have  expected,  it  is  certainly 
of  great  advantage  to  the  nation  in  this  respect,  if 
in  no  other,  that  it  enables  every  man  who  wishes 
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itjby  mov^Dg,  lo  become  a  landholder  on  mode- 1  means  of  the  Government  getting  money.  He 
akle  term;-,  and  to  better  his  condition.  I  appeal  i  advises  us  by  what  means  we  may  jjet  money, 
cjall  who  jhave  gone  to  that  country  for  the  truth  \  though  he  will  not  vote  for  the  bill.  If  I  thought 
Y{  the  siaifcineni.  In  this  Congress  there  is  an  i  his  advice  good  I  would  follow  it  ;  but  of  that  I 
j^^traordinj^ry  collection  of  young  men  of  talents,  i  have  some  doubts.  That  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
ff^e  Western  country,  like  every  other  part  of  |  iry  may  be  put  iuto  more  active  operation  by  the 
ilie  naiion.'has  her  khare  of  them.  Who  can  look  repeal,  may  be  true  ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
•ii(  them  and  not  be  proud  that  he  is  an  American  ? 
n^oung  in  v^ars,  bujt  old  in  experience  ;  an  honor 


t1 


their 


p.irenis,  aa  ornament  to  their  country. 
I^ifriend  uimine  was  here  last  Winter,  who  had 
lirten  in  th-e  habit  o\  attending  to  the  proceedings 
|i(,'Congri»s.  expressed  his  surprise  at  seeing  them, 
^i|d  5ai(l  iKat  he  had  thought  from  reading  their 


the  Government  uould  get  money  more  readily  ; 
that  must  depend  on  the  demand  for  money  here 
and  in  Europe.  If  the  demand  be  greaier  there 
than  here,  then  it  will  not  aid  the  Government, 
because  money,  like  every  other  article  of  trade. 
will  be  sent  to  the  market  where  it  will  bring  the 
highest  price;  of  course,  if  the  demand  be  greater 


{^'eclies   they  were  much  older  than  he  found     in  a  foreign  market  than   at  homi-.  more  will  be 

exported  than  will  be  imported  ;  but  the  embargo 
was  not  laid  lo  enable  the  Government  to  get 
money,  hut  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  a 
supply  of  provisions;  and  if  it  be  repealed,  the 
object  for  which  it  was  laid  will  be  abandoned. 
Repeal  it,  and  his  provisions  will  not  cost  him  half 


[Cjein  to  be.     It  is,  1  think,  in  some  measure,  owing 
xour  happy  form  of  Government,  that  we  have 
":h   men.     It  is  calculated  to  stimulate  and  to 
iij«ke  great  characters,  particularly  great  orators. 

le.ihe  Stale  Le- 
mighl  add  ibe 


Mttke  great  characters,  particularlj 
I'lie  various  meetin::s  of  the  peoplt 
ti^latures,  and  thiM  House,  and  1 


Jciurts  of  jpsiice.  and  all  places  which  have  a  ten-    as  much  as  they  will  with  it  not  repealed.     Repeal 
iitjncy  to  promote  public  speaking.     Indeed  the  ^  it.  and  Halifax  will  become  the  receptacle  of  our 


jfjiihers  of  «he  country,  it  seems  to  me,  if  they  had 
liqitiing  e|se  in  vitrw,  could  not  have  formed  a 
|iii)re  pertrct  plan  :o  encourage  the  rising  gene- 
ration to  ^e  great  and  to  be  virtuous;  in  this 
^li-'W  I  coijsider  the  Western  country  a  very  great 
'jjiinefit,  b(f:ause  it  gives  more  room  for  young 
Jptn  to  ir\i  their  talents;  some  that  may  not  suc- 
Se«ed  froin^n  accidental  cause  in  one  place,  may 
«o'  another.     Notwilhstandino:   this   and    all   the 


provisions  by  means  of  neutrals  or  pretended  neu- 
trals, and  no  more  complaints  will  be  heard  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons  of  the  enormous  ex- 
pense of  the  armaments  on  the  American  station  ; 
but  to  lay  it  in  the  Winter  when  the  coast  could 
not  easily  be  blockaded,  and  take  itofTon  the  ap- 
proach of  Spring  when  it  can.  would  be  to  act 
strangely  indeed.  That  is.  put  it  on  when  our 
vessels  might  go  out  without  danger,  and  take  it 
we  have  ;  off  when  they  cannot.  England  herself  could 
not  be  displeased  at  such  doings;  indeed  it  ap- 
i|^ion  of  v|hich  was  laid  lo  perpetuate  the  Union,  \  pears  to  me  that  it  would  exactly  suit  her.  Again, 
(:«  the  greatest  man  of  the  age.  To  dissolve  the  i  repeal  the  embargo,  and  let  Spain,  who  is  con- 
jlpion  and; destroy  the  Constitution,  would  be  to  j  tending  for  her  liberty,  get  provisions.  I  do  not 
fli^ow  fror^  us  as  great  a  blessing  as  kind  Provi-  I  understand  that  Spain  is  contending  for  liberty, 
^ejpce  hasibestowtd  on  any  people  in  modern  certainly  not  as  we  enjoy  it,  but  for  the  King  thai 
^t^ies;  It  ))fould  be  to  acknowledgt  that  we  could  shall  govern  her;  and  so  far  as  self-government 
(jt  be  go\ierned  by  reason,  and  tliai  party  feuds  j  may  be  concerned    I  wish    her  success,  and  that 


Notwithstanding 
^t^er  advantages  of   the  Constitution, 
ft^ard  disuviion  talked  of  in  this  House,  the  foun 


^ifi  got  th;»  better  of  our  best  judgment  and  de- 
ftjoyed  oui  greatest  happiness. 
•'  'We  havv  heard  a  great  deal  about  faction.  I 
|]E^ree  witl^  the  gentlemen  that  a  laction,  wicked 
corrutjt  if  they  please,  may  be  either  a  ma- 
)hty  or  a.-minority  ;  and  add,  that  I  believethere 


she  may  have  the  King  she  prefers,  be  he  whom 
he  may;  but  the  liberty  of  the  subject  is  never 
cause  of  war  between  Kings;  any  one  of  them 
may  oppress  his  subjects  as  much  as  he  pleases, 
and  no  brother  King  will  quarrel  with  him  for 
that  alone,  and   as   I  dislike    Kings  as   much  as 


Jatve  beenj  examples  of  both,  and  that  England.  ,  Joshua  did.  I  care  not  who  any  nation  may  have 
jji^ing  thev  time  of  Cromwell,  had  a  factious  mi-  '  for  King.  1  wish  them,  however,  all  lo  have  the 
»iC.rity  by  ^hose   contrivance  or  by  his  manage-  '  person  they  prefer. 

|jicnt  of  tt'ein,  he  got  the  command  of  the  army,,  My  colleague  also  said  that  Great  Britain  could 
by  thi  army  the  command  of  the  kingdom,  not  conquer  France.  With  the  war  between 
fe  history  of  every  country  that  ever  was  free  i  Great  Britain  and  France  we  have  nothing  to  do; 
ijorms  lis,  that  faction  destroyed  the  liberty  of  ihey  have  both  '.reated  us  in  a  manner  nolTocom- 
8ii'  peoplej  and  we  have  heard  enough  of  the  ;  mand  our  respect.  I  hope,  however,  that  Great 
rjckednes*  of  faction  in  revolutionary  France,  i  Britain  cannot  conquer  France  nor  France  Great 
(|).admoui|h  and  persuade  us  to  keep  as  clear  as  ;  Britain,  nor  any  other  nation  ;  they  are  both  pow- 
yc  can  of  ^ts  terrible  eflects.  But  how  is  a  wick-  |  erful  enough  as  they  are,  and  both  willing  to  have 
,^d,andcoryupt  faction  to  be  known  ?  It  is  only  ;  more  power.  Great  Britain,  however,  has  had  a 
*y.  their  (jfoings;  from  their  acts  they  must  be  greater  probability  of  conquering  France,  than 
aijlged.  an^l  by  this  rule  all  parties  ought  to  be  !  France  ever  had  of  conquering  her.  The 
■i^f^?*^d.      \  I  between    them    cannot   give    Great  B 

^  .My  colleague,  like  many  others,  advises  us  to  j  right  to  impress  American   citizen 
l^e|>eal  the  fact   laying  an  embargo,  and  told  us  if 
i^iV  woi»ld«-.hat  the  capital  of  the  people  would  b«! 
Jt^i  iaio  cjirculatiou.  and  that   it  would   Ui   the 


%* 
% 


t 


war 

ritain   any 

it  is  to 


and 


prevent  their  impressment   that  the  war  is  now 
carried  on  by  the  United  Slates. 

My  colleague  also  said  there  was  nooppositiou 
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made  br  the  Federal  partv  for  sereral  years  after  '  also  in  doing  it — that  in  that  State  no  person  has 
Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  office.  In  this  he  is  mis-  been  turned  out  of  office  on  account  of  his  polit- 
taken  ;  for  I  well  recollect  the  repeal  of  the  in-  ical  principles  by  the  Republican  AdministralioD. 
lernal  taxes  was  as  much  opposed  then  as  this  Party  itself  is  not  so  v.?ry  injurious  in  a  free  coun- 
bill  now  is;  there  was  at  that  time  no  necessity  ;  try  ;  it  is.  probably,  rather  an  advantage  ;  but  the 


for  the  taxes,  and  on  that  ground  they  were  re 
pealed.  The  repeal  was  then  called  oppression 
by  the  Opposition,  and  they  also  told  us  that  it 
wonld  destroy  the  public  credit.  In  this,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  predictions  made  by  them  at  the 
time,  ihey  were  mistaken.  When  the  repeal  of 
the  taxes  was  called  oppression,  the  th«n  eloquent 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
replied,  it  was  an  oppression  of  a  new  kind,  and 
one  that  the  people  would  not  complain  of;  and 
they  were  then  assured  that  taxes  would  be  laid 
whenever  it  should  be  necessary,  and  when  they 
were  necessary  they  were  laid.  So  that  the  same 
party  opposed  the  repeal  of  the  taxes  when  they 
were  not  necessary,  and  the  money  which  they 
would  bring  was  not  wanted  in  the  Treasury,  and 
opposed  the  laying  of  them  when  they  were  ne- 
cessary and  the  money  wanted  in  the  Treasury. 
Again,  during  the  same  period  there  was  a  debate 
which  continued  as  long  as  this  has  done,  and 
was  quite  as  violent ;  it  was  on  the  repeal  of  the 
act  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  midnight 
Judiciary  Act  ;  the  act  by  which  some  of  the 
then  Federal  members  of  Congress  contrived  to 
get  the  appointment  of  district  judge,  thai  was  to 
provide  for  themselves  while  they  had  the  power. 
It  was  on  this  repeal  that  the  people  were  called 


vindictiveness  and  intolerance  of  it  is  a  most  se- 
rious evil,  and  whenever  it  assumes  the  vindictive 
and  intolerant  character,  it  is  a  certain  mark  that 
the  worst  men  of  the  party  are  in  the  lead. 

I  come  now  to  remark  on  the  observations  made 
by  my  colleague  (Mr.  Gaston.)  He  said  that 
he  wanted  practical  security  for  our  sailors  ;  and 
that  impressment  was  a  grievance  too  intolerable 
to  be  borne.  This  exactly  is  what  we  say.  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  must  lorcver  settle  the  ques- 
tion about  ihe  justice  and  propriety  of  the  war. 
No  comment  on  these  words  could  make  their 
meaning  more  plain  or  impressive  ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment has  surely  made  every  effort  before  war 
was  declared  which  could  t>e  thought  of.  to  obtain 
practical  security  for  our  sailors  against  British 
impressment,  wiihout  obtaining  it ;  and  this  griev- 
ance, too  intolerable  to  be  borne,  must  be  borne,  or 
opposed  by  force.  I  once  thought,  and  so  expressed 
myself  on  this  door,  that  it  might  be  obtained  by  an 
appeal  to  her  interest.  But  this  appeal  has  been 
made,  without  producing  the  least  effect — indeed, 
while  we  suffer  impressment,  no  arrangement  by 
which  practical  security  for  our  sailors  would  be 
obtained  would  suit  her  as  well  as  the  convenient 
practiceofimpressingthem, because  by  ilshe  keeps 
her  ships  well  manned  wherever  they  may  be.  I 
their  own  worst  enemies  by  Federal  members  of  [  should  have  been  highly  grati6ed  if  my  colleague. 


Congress. 

I  am  sincerely  sorry  that  my  colleague  has 
thought  it  necessary  in  this  debate  to  state  what 
was  done  at  any  election  in  the  State,  or  what 
wa«  the  Democratic  doctrine  in  that  part  of  it 
where  he  lived.  I  shall  leave  the  ticket  and  il- 
lumination with  him  and  our  colleague,  (.Mr. 
Yahcey.)  with  a  single  observation,  that  the 
doctrine  stated  to  be  Democratic  was  formerly 
published  as  Federal  by  high  authority  ;  and  that 
intolerance,  according  to  my  understanding,  is 
not  a  Democratic  principle;  and  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  party  intolerance  mentioned  and  sup- 
ported in  Congress,  was  by  a  distinguished  Fed- 
eralist, who  said,  in  his  place,  that  the  Federal 
Administration  ought   to  turn  every  man  out  of 


who  is  very  capable  of  forming  plans,  had  told 
us  whether  he  had  formed  one  by  which  practi- 
cal security  for  our  sailors  could  be  obtained- 
His  telling  of  his  desire,  without  giving  a  plan 
by  which  it  was  to  be  carried  into  execution.  wa» 
leaving  us  exactly  where  he  found  us — in  fact, 
he  did  not  even  suggest  a  remedy  for  a  grievance 
which  he  declared  too  intolerable  to  be  borne. 
Every  expedient,  it  ^eems  to  me,  which  the  wit  of 
man  could  devise,  has  been  tried,  and  tried  in  vain. 
I  verily  believe,  stale  the  question  of  impressment 
fairly  lo  every  man  in  the  State  which  we  are 
from,  and  that  every  one  of  them  will  agree  with 
my  colleague,  that  impressment  is  a  grievance 
too  intolerable  to  be  borne.  Notuiihstanding  he 
has  told  us  five  men  of  the  name  of  one  of  his 
office  who  did  not  agree  with  it  in  politics ;  and  I  constituents  had  beeo  killed,  and  they  all  had  pro- 
the  advice  was  pretty  well  followed.  The  best  |  lections,  this  fact  did  not.  however,  convince  him 
and  most  tolerant  among  us  is  often,  no  doubt,  '  that  impressment  was  not  a  grievance — nor  would 
wrong;  perfection  is  not  the  lot  of  man  ;  but  in-  i  it  convince  any  other  man  ;  admit  all  the  five 
tolerance,  whether  in  religion  or  in  politics,  can-  I  men  were  British  subjects,  and  that  protections 
not  always  be  right ;  argument  and  reason  cannot  |  have  been  bought  and  sold,  as  I  believe  they  have, 
be  used  to  benefit  one  who  is  really  intolerant,  and  it  only  proves  that  British  sailors  are  not 
But,  sir,  truth  has  nothing  to  fear  from  intoler-  I  willing  to  be  impressed  to  fight  the  battles  of  their 
ance.  as  we  have  seen;  only  let  the  liberty  of  [  own  country;  and.  gra-jious  God  !  can  anything 
speech  and  the  freedom  of  the  press  be  as  it  now  j  like  this  give  Great  Britain  a  right  to  impress 


is,  and  truth  will  triumph.  I  dislike  all  intoler- 
ance, no  matter  from  whom  or  what  party  it  may 
come;  it  is  an  attempt  to  tyrannize  over  the 
mind.  I  had  hoped  that  the  State  which  we  in 
part  represent  had  been  free  from  it,  or  at  least 
from  the  violence  of  it.  I  cannot  forbear  hereto 
remark — and  I  take  not  only  pleasure,  but  pride 
ISlliCoN.  2d  Sess. — 57 


American  citizens?  And  why,  sir,  should  oar 
sailors  carry  a  pass,  wlien  the  sailors  of  no  other 
nation  carry  one  ?  What  would  be  thought  were 
we  to  ask  Great  Britain  lo  give  her  sailors  a 
pass  ]  and  we  have  the  same  right  lo  ask  it  of  her 
as  she  has  of  us.  Whether  she  has  impressed  only 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six. as  has  been  stated  by 
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rgenilt^an  fronj  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Picker-  !  spect  it?    And  if  it  applies  on  land,  does  it  not 

^,3  )  or  oje  thousand  six  hundred  as  Mated  by    apply  on   water?     And  if  it  applies  to  invasion, 

'.nrd  Casiuereat^h,  «r  more  than  six  thousand  as    does   it  not  apply   to  impressment?     But  these 

'    >orted  \>i  the°Secretary  of  State,  or  more  than  I  Canadians  are  surely  a  most   uncommon  people. 

It  pum-ivr  as  Commodore  Rodgers  sup[)05es  in    At  one  time  they  are  our  brothers,  friends,  and 

\  letter  Wwiten  after  he  had  examined  some  Brit-    associates  ;  at  another,  they  are  French  Refugees 

tA  docuijic-nts  which  he  had  taken-and  permit    and   Old    Tories.     Their  country,  too,  must    be 

oi   here  )0  observe   that    the   British    Minister  i  something  like  themselves.     At  one  time,  it  is  so 

jOght  not 'to  be  suspected  of  having  stated  the    valuible  that  Great  Britain  will  never  P*rt  with 

iiimber  um  large^the  question  as  to  these  im-  !  it.  and  at  another,  it  is  so  poor  that  it  would  be 

rfssed  m^n.  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  this;  I  a  curse  to  the  United   States;  at  one  time  the 

i»ve  they  a  ri<^ht  to  the  protection  of  their  coun-  [  whole  natign  cannot  take  it ;  at  another,  a  single 

Tf,  and   'Ue  c'ountry  to  which  they  owe  allegi-  '  State,  and  that  not  a  large  one,  can  take  it  with 

,rice  1     It'allegiance  and  protection  ought  to  be  :  ease.     The  war,  too.  is  to  be  as  uncommon  as  the 

Jeciprocal  .ihe^'war  question  ought  to  be  forever  |  people  or  country  ;  it  is  to  partake  of  the  charac- 

tettled.     Vor  what    purpose  do    men    enter  into  i  ter  cf  a  civil  war.  to  engender  a  spirit  of  ferocity 

fociety  aiul  form  governments  ?     Is  it  not  that     which  will  destroy  everything  before  it.  and   to 

Jai:h  shaS'be  protected  in  his  person  and  his  pro-  i  produce  an  internal,  servile  war.     The  character 

t&f  ty  by  the  force  of  the  whole  ?     If  this  be  the  j  of  the  war  will  depend  on  the  enemy.    Let  Hamp- 

fa^t.  are  >.'.&  not  bound  to  try  to  protect  those  who    ton  and  Raisin  witness  the  kind  he  prefers.    There 

Jjave  beer'  impressed?  and  if  we  are  not  bound     is  but  one  act  on  our   side,  that  I  have  heard  of, 

»  '       -     -'L   -     - 11—-  u- 1 1   .r.i... '  which  1  wish  had   not  been  committed.     I  mean 

the  burning  of  Newark.     Though,  in  strictness, 

I  it  might  be  justified  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy 

in  the   Chesapeake,  yet  I  would  rather  we  had 

igose  wii:;  [Miiagcu  auu  jjiuuucicu  nci,  out  av.«^w  i  magna ni mously  have  left  it  as  we  took  it.     As  to 

u'red  others  to  deftjnd  her,  and  that  they  in  their  j  the  servile  war,  I  have  no  dread  of  it.     The  few 

•  urn  become  her  oppressors.     War  is  certainly  a  '  slaves  which  I  have  I  should  not  be  afraid  to  trust 

jreat  nai  onal  calamity;  but  that  nation  which     in  any  situation,  and  1  believe  my  neighbors  feel 

Mill  not  ♦Jefend  its-elf,  will,  like  the  country  just  \  as  easy  on  this  subject  as  I  do;  and  the  old  slaves 

rttentionfci  find  a  greater  calamity  than  war.  i  well   remember  what  became  of  those  taken  du- 

My  sa,'ue  colleague  also  said  that  proper  ef-  I  rins  the  Revolutionary  war. 

fyris  should   be  made  to  settle  the  question  by  '      He  also  said   that  a  certain  description  of  peo- 

jpeaty.  awl,  that  if  Great  Britain  afterwards  per-    pie  from  Europe  had  got  possession  of  the  print- 

r,i^led'in  impressing  American  sailors,   that  he  !  in?  presses,     li  is  certainly  true  that  newspapers 

Would  sciiport  the  war  to  the  last.     This,  like  the  i  on  both  sides  have  been  edited  by  Europeans,  and 

vintencev  ,ust  noticed,  is  very  elegant,  and.  like  I  they   may,  for  anything  1   know,  wish  to  make 

itljat,  caiiiot  produce  any  beneficiafresult,  because  }  their  feeling  the  feeling  of  the  nation.    He  might, 

^.-h*;  never  told  us  wiiat  he  would  consider  a  proper     also,  have  added  that  there  were  other  people  be- 

jeifort,  and  after  the  repeated  efforts  which  have    sides  the  printers  from  Europe,  who  were  willing 

Ib^en  ma.le.  it  would  be  impossible  to  guess  what  1  to  make  their  feeling  the  feeling  of  the  nation. 

hgn  of  a  oae  would  be  satisfactory  to  him.     It  is  [  But  all  the  fuss  about  the  influence  of  Europeans 

{l«ue   thauhe  advi«es  to  suspend  the   invasion  of  ;  in  the  nation  is.  in  my  opinion,  without  founda- 

JCJanada  wotil  the  negotiation  is  ended.     Whether  ,  tion.     Collect   them  all  together,  and   they  will 

iaii  atteniM  will  be  made  to  invade  it  before  the     have  no  more  chance  to  influence  the  nation  than 

^o'^'gotiatiin  be  ended.  I  do  not  know;  but  lam  sure     I  have  to  fly  ;  and  as  to  the   press,  it  has  been  so 

|o{  this,  1^'  we  are  prepared  to  do  it,  it  ought  to  be  ,  abused  of  late  that  but  few  newspapers  have  any 

fd;)ne,  un»?ss  both  parties  agree  not  to  molest  each  '  character,  and  their  influence  on  public  opinion  is 

fciher  pei*ding  the  negotiation.     He  also  said  that     little  indeed. 

.if  we  inv  ided  Canada  we  should  attack  men  with  I      I  intended,  sir,  to  have  made  more  remarks  on 
i\irhom  w»:  associated  as  friends.     This  may  be  tne  !  the  observations  of  my  colleague,  and  on  those  of 


|Oiprotecl';hem,  would  we  be  bound  if  the  num- 
|>t^r  was  Qi.e  hundred  and  fifty-six  thousand  ?  Re- 
iQ^mber  tiiat  England  was  once  so  averse  to  pro- 
j(t-t'Dg  hiTself,  that,  after  suffering  much  from 
Ilgose  whi;  pillaged  and  plundered  her,  she  at  last 


\ 


1  Wnom   W»J  asSUCiaiCU  as  if  ICUU.>.         x  ui.->  ma  y    u^^  mc       »u«-  wv/.-vi  ...  ..wu^'.'.     ...J    v,w..v_^.<v,.<..v.   «^i.   ,,.^^^   «. 

Iciftse,  buL  is  it  not  the  case  in  every  war  where    several   other  gentlemen;  but  I  am  admonished 

ligations  l-order  on  each  other  ?     But,  worse  than  |  by  a  monitor  who  will   be  obeyed,   that  I  must 

llbis,    br(iher    was  to  put  the    bayonet  into   the  [stop;  and  I  feel  the  less  regret  at  stopping,  be- 

M^reast  of  brother,  and  those  rocked  in  the  same  j  cause  if  what  the  enemy  did  at  Hampton  since 

-cJfadle  wt?re  to  kill  one  another.     This.  I  imagine,    the  war.  and  the   practice   of   impressment   for 

daonot  h]  tlie  case  until  the  right  of  expatriation  '  twenty  years  before,  will  not  unite  the  nation  in 

ijeadmiired.  and  it  has  been  denied  by  those  who  j  defendint:   their  just  rights  nothing  that  I  could 

lippose  tlje  bill,  because  the  refugees  who  went  to  j  say   would.^     If  impressment,    plunder,   robbery, 

■  ifcat  cou  iiry  would   now  be  too  old  to  perform         "  •  -  -_  i  — .n  -l  i.  . 

'pililary  service,  if  living,  and  they  are  the  only 

;  -fubjects  m  that  country  who  can  have  much  kin 

'  in  the  United  Stales  without  expatriation.     But, 

;  if  this  argument  about  kin   has  any  force,  does 

|t  not  an^)ly  as  strongly  to  one  side  as  the  other  ? 


ijmsc  iijc  uiii.  uc^auar  luc  iciuj^ctc  it  uu  »»>.in  w      -'ay     WOUIO. f. .„^„.,     , — „_^.,     . — ^„...^, 

at  cou  iiry  would   now  be  too  old  to  perform  '  murder,  and  rape  will  not  unite  the  people,  words 
'pililary  service,  if  living,  and  they  are  the  only  i  will  not. 

Before  I  sit  down.  I  will  endeavor,  in  a  few 
words  to  compare  our  situation  with  that  of  Rus- 
sia when  invaded  by  France.  Unable  at  first  to 
resist,  or  to  drive  the  invader  out  of  her  territory, 
she  burnt  towns  and  cities  to  prevent  the  invader 


And  wllii  evidence  have  we  the  enemy  will  re- 
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from  finding  shelter  against  (he  weather,  and  to 
let  him   know   her  determination  not  to  be  con- 
quered.    Was  her  cause  more  just  and  righteous 
than  ours?     It  was   not.     France,  with  all  her 
ambition  and  desire  for  conquest,  had   not  im- 
pressed a  single  Russian  to  fight  her  battles;  and 
shall   Russia   burn   towns  and  cities  to  keep  the 
crown  on   the  head  of  her   Emperor,  and  frte 
America  refuse  to  protect  her  citizen-sailors  from 
British  impressment?     She  who  would  not  suf- 
fer them  to  be  made  slaves  by  Algiers,  Tunis,  or 
Tripoli,  can  never   permit  them  to  be  impressed, 
and  forced  into  bondage  worse  than  Egyptian,  by  | 
Great  Britain.     We   must   protect   them   or   ac-  I 
knowledge  that  they  are  no  party  to  the  Consti-  ' 
tution  of  the  United  States,  which  was  adopted  | 
to  establish  justice,  (and  is  justice  established  by  i 
impressment  ?)    to    secure    domestic     happiness,  i 
(and  is  domestic  happiness  secured   by  impress- 
ment?) to  provide  for  the  common  delence.  (and  ; 
is  the  common  defence   provided  for  by  impress-  1 
ment?)  to   promote  the  general   welfare,  (and  is  ' 
the  general  welfare  promoted  by  impressment  ?)  [ 
and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity,  (and  does  impressment  secure  ! 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos-  I 
terity?)     Let  the  impressed  and  the  oppressed 
answer. 

When  Mr.  Macon  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  obtained  the  floor 
and  moved  to  adjourn. — Lost  ayes  41.  j 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  required  the  previous  \ 
question. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  j 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  i 

After  some  desultory  and  rather  disorderly  de-  ' 
bate,  in  which  Messrs.  Slybert  and  Farrow  op- 1 
posed  Mr.  Stanford's  motion,  the  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  determined  to  have  the  previous  | 
question  now  put — ayes  91.  ' 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  in  the  Pol-  I 
lowing  form,  viz:  -Shall  the  main  question  be  | 
now  jiut  ?"  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  for  the  ! 
previous  question  93,  against  it  53,  as  follows:        ' 

Vkas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery,  ' 
Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwcll,  Butler,  j 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark,    Comstock,  Con-  , 
ard.  Crawford,  Creighlon,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvani.!,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppea, 
Evans,   Farrow,   Findley,  Fisk   of  Vermont,  Fisk    of 
New    York,    Forney,    Forsyth,     Franklin,    Goodwyn,  \ 
Gourdin,  Crirtiii,  Clrundy,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  , 
Ingcrsoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  irwin.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  I 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferta, 
Lowndes,  Lylc, McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,    Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sey- 
bert,    iSkinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree. 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,    Whitehill,   Williams,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Mcwrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brcckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  ('aperton,  Champion.  Cilley,  Cooper.  Culpeper, 


Daria  of  Massachuaetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddea, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  N.  York, 
Hungerford,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewii,,  Lovett, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  MofTitt,  Moseley,  NeUon,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles, 
ShefTey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Sturges.  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
.Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  taken,  to  wit: 
Shall  the  bill  pass?  and  passed  in  the  affirmatire 
— yeas  07,  nays  55,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Comstock.  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virgi- 
nia, Kennedy,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr.  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn, King  of  North  Carolina,  LefTerLs,  Lowndes, 
Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Murfree.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Picltens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Scybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pensylva- 
nia.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WhitehiU,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nais — Me.oiirs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigclow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brcckenridge, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Dav- 
enport, Davis  of  Mass.,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  New  York, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York.  King  of 
.Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett.  Markell,  Miller, 
Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed'.  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Shef- 
fey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ford, Sturges,  Taggart,  I'allmadge,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  ''An  act  to  author- 
ize a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
millions  of  dollars." 


Friday,  March  4. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
that  the  act  laying  an  embargo  may  be  repealed, 
or  so  modified  as  to  permit  them  to  export  their 
produce  to  the  Eastern  States. — Laid  on  the 
table. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ''  for 
the  relief  of  James  Crawford,"  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  ou  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  is  commuted  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company,  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petitions  presented  by  him  on 
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tfe  29th  (jr  December,  from  suodrf  inhabitants 
C  ;lIorih  C^rolioa,  aod  they  were  referred  to  the 
;i  («cl  comrpii  tee  appointed  on  the  first  instant,  on 
r*t(tions  fnjm  other  inhabitants  of  that  State. 

♦On  moti;in  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Committee 
cf  the  While  to  whom  are  committed  the  bill 
ffctn  the  Sj-nate,  in  addition  to  the  act.  entitled 


Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  bill  to  support 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  year  1814, 
then  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  blanks  therein  were  filled  with  the  fol- 
lowinff  sums  : 


\p  act  aijowing  a  bounty   to  the  owners,  offi-     For  pay  and  subsiatence  of  officers  and 


cfrj.  and  ci?'ws,  of  the  private  armed  vesseI^;  of 
t,  e- United'  States;"  and  the  bill  of  this  House, 
a  (thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
t  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels 
t  e^ein  desisribed.  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
•  titration  thereof,  and  the  said  bills  were  com- 
i;  itled  to  tijB  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
ij  (fommittid  the  bill  from  the  Senate.  "  to  au- 
x'.  ;i(ize  the  •'resident  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
ti  h'e  built, equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more 
i<  ifijing  baijeiies  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of 
ti  »■  United  Btates." 

;  Ihe  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  furnishing, 
\.  '  jransmiv>ion  of  the  mail.  Judges  of  the  Courts 
c>  )he  UnAed  Statf.<«  with  a  copy  of  the  laws. 
P^iiled  at  ihe  end  ef  each  session  of  Congrfss, 
l«»ing  beti  reported  with  an  amendment,  in- 
j|ling  alv.i  the  Territorial  Judges,  was,  after  an 
felfeeiual  fittempt  to  recommit  the  resolution  to 
JCommi^iee  on  the  Judiciary,  relerred  to  the 
^linraiitee'of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  referred  the 
CSconcergiiig  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 
'i'he  biif  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  the 
rje  Insurajice  Company  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
'  *.  in  the>.District  of  Columbia,  as  amended  in 
House; was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
"he  Hoit'so  then  spent  some  lime  in  Commit- 
the  Whole,  on   the  bill  to  authorize  pay- 


.$12,579,341   00 

-  1,439.902  52 
120,000  00 

-  1,500,000  00 
300,000  00 

.       500,000  00 

100,000  00 

218,279  60 

71,788    10 

27,608  75 

46,000  00 


i 


■eamen  -         -         -         .         - 

For  provisions     .         -         -         • 
For  medicinep,  Ac.      ... 
For  repairs  of  vessels  -         -         • 
For  ordnance,  ic.        .         .         - 
For  contingent  expenses 
For  navy  yard,  &.c. 
For  pay,  Ac  of  marine  corps 
For  clothing  for  same  -         -        - 
For  military  stores  for  same 
For  contingent  expenses  of  same 

The  bill  having  been  thus  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

CLOSE  OF  THE  SESSION. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  joint 
committee,  reported  as  follows  : 

•'  The  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
jointly,  with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  ascertain  when  the  two  Houses  can  b« 
adjourned  without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  have 
carefully  examined  the  state  of  business  before  both 
Houses,  and  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  they  may 
be  adjourned  on  Monday,  the  1 1th  day  of  April  next, 
and  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  au- 
thorized to  close  the  present  session  by  adjourning 
their  respective  Houses  on  Monday,  the  eleventh  day 


for    Property   of   individuals   captured    or    "'/"  respecuT,, 
i»ii  I  Li  u.i-Oi  .^pril  next, 

fed    while    in    the    public    service    by  tbe  1  "^ 

After   the  rejection   of  two  motions 


(royed 
jjny.        ; 

LHorae  (i<*'Ultory  discussion   look   place  on  the 

Ltkils  of  t^e  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Archeh,  De- 

fi^,  iNGHi^M,  Nelson,  and  F'arrow.  took  part; 

,JL<j  as  llKve  appeared  to  be  considerable  differ- 

k?.1e  of  opinion   in   relation  thereto,  in  order  to 

s|v!e  time  l1)r  further  considering  the  same — 

On  moliJ)n  of  Mr.  Ki.nq,  of  North  Carolina,  the 

Ljjnmittet  rose,  refioried  progress,  and  obtained 

V  |-;e  to  sttjagain. 

>  ;.  ■      APPROPRIATIONS. 

«j)n  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes.  the  bill  making  ap- 
j;  c^riatiojai;  '      »«•-"-   i^'    ■ 

t'   rpugh  a  Ci 

»'  <tfein  bei?ig  filled  with  the  following  sums: 

"  -  $8,505,360 

264,576 

-  4,377,470 
460,000 
255,000 

-  2,540,000 

-  2,036,000 

-  3,500,000 
700,000 
500,000 
700.000 
454,500 


to  support  the  Military  Establish- 
the  Uiijted  States  for  the   year  1814.  passed 
rpuch  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  blanks 


isepay  of  iwrmy  and  militia 
mi^  forage  tf  olficers         ... 
n^i^  Bubsisletfice         .         -         .         - 
)|ii^  camp  a^d  field  equipage    - 
'MjmedicslianJ  hospital  department 

'•^hountiej  and  premiums 

;<clolhinb    -         -         .  -         - 

l>^  t^uart.r  I  master's  department 

h>  ordnai*(|e  stores,  A.c. 
_..|  fortificE^ions      .         -         -  - 

&>j  coBUr^^ncies    .... 
J%^  ladiaii  department    ... 


to  post- 
pone and  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  on  which 
some  little  desultory  debate  look  place,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  concurred  in  by  this 
Hou^e. 

FLOATING  BATTERIES,  Ac. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  of 
South  Carolina,  re.solred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  three  several  bills  referred  to 
said  Committee  of  the  Whole,  viz  :  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  authorizing  the  building  of  certain 
Hoating  batteries;  the  bill  from  the  Senate  giv- 
ing a  bounty  to  prisoners  brought  into  j^ort  by 
private  armed  vessels;  aod  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Naval  Committee  of  this  House,  authorizing  the 
President  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  a  cer- 
tain number  of  vessels  to  carry  not  less  than  six- 
teen nor  more  than  twenty  guns. 

No  objection  was  made  to  either  of  the  two 
first  of  these  bills,  the  objects  of  which  were  sev- 
erally explained  by  Mr.  Low.ndes,  the  chairman 
of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  being  under  consider- 
ation— 

.Mr.  W.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  required  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  such  in- 
formation as  lie  might  be  possessed  of.  touching 
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the  progress  of  execution  of  the  law,  passed  a  year 
ago  for  the  increase  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  LowNOEs  stated  that,  of  the  sloops  of  war 
ordered    to  be    built,    two    were    ready    for   sea,  ; 
three  nearly  ready,  and  the  other  in  forwardness.  | 
Of  the  other   vessels,  several  were   in   a  slate  of  j 
forwardness,  but  none  of  them  yet  launched. 

Mr.  Reed  said,  he  could  not  see  the  propriety 
of  passing  a  bill  to  build  these  smaller  vessels, 
whilst  those  of  a  larger  clas^,  already  authorized 
by  law,  were  not  completed,  and  the  crews  of 
those  already  prepared  for  service  were  not  yet 
completed,  and,  from  what  he  had  heard,  he  be- 
lieved could  not  be  readily  made  up,  on  account 
of  the  difference  between  the  inducements  held 
out  to  the  land  and  naval  service,  dec.  He  was 
disinclined  to  vote  for  more  vessels  of  the  class 
now  proposed,  until  the  frigates,  which  he  con- 
sidered a  substantial  part  of  the  Navy,  should  be 
built  and  manned. 

Mr.  Lowndes  remarked,  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider the  unavoidable  delay  in  completing  the 
larger  vessels  authorized  to  be  built  as  any  argu- 
ment against  building  those  of  a  smaller  class. 
With  regard  to  the  difficulty  alleged  to  exist  in 
the  recruiting  of  men,  arising  from  the  present 
high  land  bounties,  he  believed  it  did  prevail,  and 
that  some  measures  might  possibly  be  necessary 
in  consequence  ;  but  he  did  not  see  the  force  of 
this  objection  against  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Inoersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated,  as  the 
reporter  understood,  that,  in  a  rendezvous  lately 
opened  for  seamen,  the  recruiting  service  had 
been  much  more  successful  than  was  antici- 
pated. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  after  stating  the  rea- 
sons, drawn  from  experience,  which  operated  to 
induce  him  to  prefer  vessels  of  a  smaller  class 
than  that  proposed  by  the  bill,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  sinking  oui  the  words  from  •'  sixteen 
to  twenty  guns,  and  inserting  from  '•  eight  to  six- 
teen guns,"  as  the  force  of  the  vessels  proposed  to 
be  built. 

Mr.  Lowndes  expressed  his  great  respect  for 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  McKiM  on  this  subject;  but 
he  had  heard,  from  persons  whose  experience  en- 
titled iheir  opinions  on  this  head  to  some  weight, 
that  the  small  privateers  first  fitted  out  had  been 
generally  e>cchanged  for  those  of  a  larger  class. 
Mr.  L.,  however,  was  willing  so  to  amend  the 
bill  as  to  leave  the  rate  of  these  vessels  subject  to 
Executive  discretion,  from  eight  to  twenty  guns, 
if  that  would  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman. 
He  added,  that  he  had  formed  the  opinion  that, 
in  general,  too  little  latitude  had  been  allowed 
to  the  discretion  of  the  head  of  the  Naval  De- 
partment, and  that  the  proper  course  would  be, 
generally,  to  vote  a  certain  number  of  men  and 
a  certain  amount  of  money  for  the  Navy,  and 
leave  the  application  thereof  to  the  Executive. 
But  a  different  policy  had  prevailed,  to  which  he 
was  willing  to  conform. 

Mr.  McKi.M  consented  to  adopt  Mr.  Lowndes's 
suggestion ;  and  the  bill  was  amended  so  as  to 
fix  the  rate  of  the  vessels  at  from  eight  to  twenty 
guns. 


Mr.  Reed  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  authorized  the 
purchase  of  vessels  of  this  description.  He  said, 
experience  had  demonstrated  the  folly  of  the  prac- 
tice of  purchasing  vessels  instead  of  building  them 
for  the  purposes  of  war ;  because  not  one  in  five, 
perhaps  not  one  in  ten.  suited  the  purpose  ;  and 
the  expense  of  preparing  them  for  the  service,  af- 
ter they  were  bought,  was  almost  equal  to  that 
of  building  them  throughout. 

Mr.  Lownde9  said,  he  had  no  doubt  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  were 
perfectly  correct  as  applied  to  large  vessels,  but 
the  same  objection  did  not  apply  to  vessels  of  the 
size  proposed,  which  might  frequently  be  bought 
more  advantageously  to  the  public  service  than 
they  could  be  built. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Reed  was  negatived — 
ayes  41. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills; 
and  the  latter  bill,  and  that  giving  a  bounty  to 
prisoners  taken  by  private  armed  vessels,  were 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  without  opposition. 

On  the  question  of  passing  the  bill  authorizing 
the  building  of  one  or  more  floating  batteries  to  a 
third  reading,  some  debate  arose. 

Mr.  Post  of  New  York,  Mr.  Goldsborouoh 
of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  King  of  Massachusetts,  ob- 
jected tomaking  anapproprialion  of  solargea  sum 
of  money  as  half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  make  a 
mere  experiment;  nor  did  they  see  why  the  ex- 
periment need  be  tested  on  so  large  a  scale,  or  at 
the  expense  of  Government.  They  preferred  that 
the  inventors  themselves  should  first  essay  the 
practicability  of  the  invention.  They  said  they 
were  unwilling  to  put  the  reputation  of  the  na- 
tion at  hazard  on  such  a  project  by  giving  it,  un- 
tried as  It  was.  the  sanction  of  the  Government. 
Torpedoes,  the  utility  of  which  had  been  so  com- 
pletely exploded,  were  held  up  as  affording  an 
example  of  the  impracticability  of  these  thoreli- 
cal  inventions.  Besides,  it  was  remarked  by  these 
gentlemen,  however  much  respect  they  might 
be  disposed  to  pay  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy,  Captains  Decatur,  Jones, 
Lewis,  Perry,  dec,  who  had  so  strongly  recom- 
mended this  invention,  or  to  the  opinions  of  any 
member  of  this  House,  they  conceived  that  ihe 
recommendation  of  some  responsible  officer  of 
the  Government  was  necessary  to  authorize  Con- 
gress to  pass  such  a  bill. 

To  these  ob.servations — 

Mr.  McKiM.  of  Maryland,  replied  that,  how- 
ever desirable  il  might  be  to  husband  the  public 
money,  there  were  other  considerations  of  a  more 
imperative  character,  such  as  the  siege  of  our 
cities,  the  infesting  our  waters  by  the  enemy,  dec., 
which  required  ihe  House  to  adopt  any  plan  of 
defence  presenting  itself  under  such  auspices  as 
this,  and  so  strongly  recommended  by  several  of 
the  most  respectable  officers  of  the  Navy,  as  well 
as  the  Naval  Department. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  who  had  inspected 
the  model  of  this  floating  battery  very  particularly, 
rose,  as  he  said,  with  reluctance  to  oppose  his 
opinion  to  that  which  appeared  to  be  entertained 
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ihose  gt-ntlemen  (Federalists)  with  whom  he 
^rally  ajcted.  He  said  that  the  perfect  effici- 
Vi^y  of  thjs  model  had  been  proved  to  him.  If 
B^cfessarv  tjj  the  defence  of  our  waters,  as  he  be- 
llied It  to»be,  the  expense  ought  to  be  no  objec- 
tAif  ;  his  ojily  objection  to  the  present  appropria- 
>i^  was.  ijiat  it  wap  not  double  as  much.  He 
ice  of  il(e  opinion  of  Commodore  Bainbridge. 
fill  whoni  he  conversed  when  at  Boston  last 
.isimer,  <^  the  complete  protection  such  a  float- 
jibattt'ry'*would  affurd  to  the  harbor  of  Boston. 
Ji^  plan  A^hich  this  bill  proposed  to  carry  into 
efct  was.*ie  said,  perhaps  the  most  perfect  thing 
^he  kinj  ever  proposed  to  any  Government ; 
smen  'wpuld  be  perfectly  protected,  and  the 
s^'ini  engine,  by  which  it  would  be  impelled. 
u^ild  be  eiitirely  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy.  If 
\<in  fire  by  red-hot  shot,  the  fire  could  be  in- 
(Btiy  extinguished  by  water  from  the  engine; 
\\  the  saVne  engine  would  keep  boarders  at  a 
stance  by(ihe  facility  with  which  hot  water  could 
ejected  {;n  them  in  almost  any  quantity.  &,c. 


Saturday,  March  5. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  an  unfavora- 
ble report  on  the  petition  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alex- 
andria ;  which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  RoBERTso.N,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill,  extending 
relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  sub- 
division of  the  quarter-sections  of  the  land  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  the  agreement  of  the  committee 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  Crawford;  which  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President 

tj.,     r     V  A     ,                I      1       -                ,  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  such  vessels  as 

?"flr.  Lov-NDES  said,  it  was  indeed  an   expert-    »roil,oroin  a^.,.,\\.^a  /A.  ^        .l       .   "  .    '    " 

M  ,    .    .  c  \                         L         aretiierein  aescribed.  (not  more  than  twenty  ve«- 

k4it.  but  5o  was  every  useful   invention  when  |  ^„u  ,.arrv;„«  „^f  Ue»  .k             u.        '*»^'"y  »c. 

t       .    l»  rri     .                                               sets,  carrying  not  less  than  ei^ht  nor  more  than 

»l  put  16*0  use.  The  true  question  was,  IS  It  an  I  ,^„_,„  ,4,,- '^-..^^  X  „,^  ,o„j        .t      i   I               J 

>       •        .'     u     u  .1                         .LI                  I  twenty-two  guns.)  was  read  a  third   time    and 

Ifjcnraent  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  may  |  pa^^pj            b        /               »u  a  lu.iu   wmc,  «uu 

liiienefidal  to  the  country  ?    He  believed  it  was,  r    rfi".-.,  r  ,     „  .l     •      .v    t> 

/«».  .L  )  Li'  j-r  I       A  lie  Dill  irom  the  oenate  to  authorize  the  Pres- 

n|.to  the  evidence  which  appeared   in   its  favor.    i,ip_,  ,„  ^,,,,„  ,^  l„  . .  •.,      '"  -""'"f^*^  '"t^  ^^^"^ 

Ifwas,  m«feover.  strongly  recommended  by  the    ''^,'°Vp ^?^'' '°fl^^^"''';,"^"TP«^^^^  and  employ- 

i^.retary  of  the  Navy,  in  a  letter  which  he  de-    'r'  T  ZTl    ?7    K^    '"rT   n'  '^"i  '^q '°" 

ly,   .    'i;      ..    _  \        ..       ,        ,  ""  """     ot  the  ports  and   harbors  of  the  United  Slates. 

5«<d  shouH  not  be  made  public,  that  the  measure  ,  ^^,  ^J^  ,  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^„j    ^^^^^  ^^^'"' 

1  he  bill,  there-  i  *^ 


^<id  shoul'j  not  be  made  publ 
Hjip^  propp\ed  should  be  adopted 
1  Tf,  tiad  tiie  sanction,  not  only  of  the  most  dis- 
t  >^uished  jiaval  officers,  of  the  Naval  Committee 
(i  Jhis  Ho^se,  but  of  the  Executive  authority. 
•  The  quf^tion,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
f  3ding,  wis  determined  by  yeas  and  nays.  For 
U  e  bill  Su.Jagainsl  it  44,  as  follows: 

Vea8 — \1^88r8.   Alej^andor,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 

•  melt,  BtyckenridgeJ,  Brov^n,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cal- 

ijun.  Chap^ell,  Clark,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 


BOUNTY  ON  PRISONERS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  for 
giving  an  increased  bounty  on  all  prisoners 
brouglit  into  port  by  private  armed  vessels,  was 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  in  this  House. 
On  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  passage 
of  the  bill;   which   came  before  the  House,  he 


said,  under  unusual  circumstances.     There  was 

ouch,  Cinhbert,  Datis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  !  no  particular  statement  from  any  quarter  laid  be- 

:»ha.  Du.«all,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New    fore  the  House,  exhibiting  any  sort  of  necessity 

jfjrk,    Fori.ey,    Forsyih,   Franklin,  Goodwyn.   Gour-  I  for   passing   a   bill   of  this   description  ;    without 

.  Griffin;Gro8vcnor,  Hall,  Hasbrouck.Hawes,  Hun-  ,  which,  he  said,  he  should  suppose  that  gentlemen 

ford,  Io«,cr8oll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virgi-  '  disposed  to   be  influenced  by  fair  considerations 


»i,  John<itn  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  .Mary 
.^:id,  Kerr'l  Kershaw,  LeflTerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
.■r.poy,  Ml  Kim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Vc?i»ton,  O-msby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Rr^nsylvaji'.a,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richariif.on, 
Q'tggold,  Uoane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Skinner, 
mih  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
Virginia. *Stanford,Tannehill,  Taylor, Telfair,  Udree, 
I'eiiiehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Yan- 
[>'— 82. 

Kats— tMessrs.  B^iylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Jjjd,  BraiJpury^Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Cham- 
flk4i,  Cillcy,  Cox,  CuJpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Ely, 


by 
would  not  sanction  the  bill  by  their  votes.  Al- 
though, during  a  former  .session,  on  a  representa- 
tion that  some  encouragement  was  necessary  to 
revive  the  drooping  privateering  system,  addition- 
al encouragement  had  been  held  out  to  those  who 
embarked  in  it,  he  did  not  conceive  that  any  im- 
pression had  been  made  on  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy  proportioned  to  public  expectation,  or  to 
the  attention  which  Government  had  bestowed 
on  it.  Everi  admitting  that  the  promises  or  ex- 
pectations of  the  privateersmen  should  be  realized 
in  respect  to  the  capture  of  prisoners,  he  did  not 


(|4d«borcKj:,'h,  Hale,  Hulty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  I  believe   the  object  sufficiently  important  in  the 
««^tofN.;w  York,  King  of  Massachusetu, Law, Lewis,  t  prosecution  of  the  war.  to  justify  Congress  in  en- 


^0  the-Cill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 


Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  unless  there 
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were  very  important  reasons  lor  giving  away  the!  What,  between  the   bounty  of  $124  for  enlisl- 
11  '  ji...  .u;-   u.ii    k„  ,<;,j  r,«f  !  ,«.»„,.     or.-i    iho   Kniiniu  of  ftinn  »  man   for   men 


public  money  as  proposed  by  this  bill,  he  did  not 
see  why  it  should  pass.  To  encourage  manufac- 
tures, or  any  undertaking  promising  correspond- 
ent or  greater  advantages  to  the  community.  Gov- 
ernment frequently  gave  premiums  or  peculiar 
privileges;  but  he  could  see  no  reason  for  giving 
a  bounty  in  the  case  now  under  consideration.  If 
the  fruits  of  the  labors  of  those  who  adventure  in 
these  enterprises  against  the  property  of  the  ene- 
my on  the  ocean,  are  not  such  as  to  reward  thenn, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  the  money  of  the  public 
should  be  paid  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  and  the 
people  be  taxed  for  their  benefit. 

Mr.  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  made  a  number  of 
remarks,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Post  and  Mr.  Ward. 
These  privateers,  he  said,  were  fitted  out,  not  to 
take  prisoners,  but  to  take  property  ;  and  it  was 
much  easier,  and  more  to  their  interest,  to  set  at 
liberty  the  prisoners  they  captured,  than  to  bring 
them  into  port.  The  principle  of  this  bill  had 
been  already  recognised  by  law,  in  the  allowance 
of  twenty  dollars  for  every  prisoner  brought  in. 


ments,  and  the  bounty  of  $100  a  man  for  men 
wherewith  to  redeem  our  people  taken  prisoners, 
this  would  be  an  expensive  concern.  Mr.  W. 
said,  that  he  was  as  little  inclined  to  permit  our 
citizens  to  remain  in  captivity  as  any  one,  and  as 
willing  to  vote  any  money  which  should  be 
proved  to  him  necessary  to  relieve  them. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  ground  that 
this  subject  was  new  to  him,  and  required  fur- 
ther consideration,  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table.     For  the  motion  56,  against  it  59. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOHouGH,  of  Maryland,  then  made 
some  observations  against  the  bill,  which,  owing 
to  his  distance  from  the  reporter,  were  not  dis- 
tinctly heard.  He  said,  however,  that  this  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  only  a  roundabout  way  to  fill 
the  pockets  of  the  privateersmen;  and  conceived 
that  it  would  be  much  belter  to  expend  this  mo- 
ney in  bounties,  in  procuring  men  to  man  the 
navy  which  was  to  fight  our  battles.  He  was  as 
willing  as  any  man  to  relieve  our  citizens  from 
captivity,  but  did  not  believe  this  would  be  an 


But  that  allowance  was  by  no  means  sufficient  to  ,  advisable  or  effectual  way  of  doing  it.  He  ad- 
defray  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  prisoners  i  verted  to  the  prevalence  of  a  disposition,  which 
whilst  at  sea;  and  the  bill  propo.sed  a  bounty  he  saw  with  regret,  to  subvert  the  interest  of  the 
which  It  was  supposed  would  indemnify  them  for  navy— the  substantial  defence  of  the  country— 
brin<Ting  in  the  prisoners,  and  would  afford  a  i  by  enormous  bounties  to  soldiers,  and  reduced 
cheaper  way  of  obtaining  prisoners  than  any  ,  bounties  to  seamen,  which  induced  almost  all  the 
other  This  policy  had  been  heretofore  adopted  ;  seamen  disengaged  to  enter  the  land  service.  He 
by  other  nations  situated  as  we  are,  during  a  pe-  ,  feared,  too,  it  would  be  a  system  of  warfare  which 
riod  of  war.  and  among  others  by  the  Dutch  and  I  was  to  be  deprecated,  destroying  all  the  vessels 
Spaniards.  He  did  look  upon  this  bill  as  pre- 
senting a  question  of  affording  a  bounty  to  priva- 
teers, but  he  viewed  it  as  a  national  concern,  and 
as  a  step  required  by  sound  policy,  to  render  more 
easy  the  acquisition  of  prisoners  of  war 


captured  at  sea  for  the  sake  of  getting  the  pris- 
oners, &c. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  Vermont,  approved  this  bill,  equal- 
ly as  a  measure  for  annoying  the  enemy,  and  as 
an  economical  instrument  for  equalizing  the  ac- 


sy  me  acquisition  oi  pri^uucis  ui  »Yai.  an  ^.i-unuimvui  .^o.. v.^.....  —  --, p  —  -- 

Mr.  McKi.M.  of  Maryland,  said,  that  his  object  ,  count  of  prisoners  between  the  two  nations,  and 
in  advocating  this  bill  was  to  get  as  many  pris-  I  relieving  us  from  the  expense  of  supporting  pris- 
oners of  war  as  we  could,  to  balance  accounts  oners.  He  regretted  that  no  measure  could  be 
•with  the  enemy  and  enable  us  to  redeem  our  i  [iropo^ed  which  w.'uld  please  gentlemen  on  the 
fellow-citizens  from  captivity.  The  profit  of  other  side  of  the  House.  A  short  tune  ago  our 
privateersmen  arose  from  the  cargoes  they  cap- j  seamen  were  all  starving,  was  the  conaplamt,  and 
lured  whilst  the  prisoners  they  captured  were  of  \  now  it  was  made  a  complaint  that  the  ordinary 
little  value  to  them  when  brought  into  port.  but.  {  wages  would  not  tempt  them  to  embark  on  the 
owing   to  the  amount  of  provi>ions  and  stores  I  ocean.     He  should  be  much  gratified  if  any  one 


they  consumed,  were  rather  detrimental  than 
beneficial  to  the  captors.  He  did  not  know  that 
ihere  was  any  official  account  of  the  dispropor- 
tion of  prisoners  in  possession  of  the  two  nations. 
but  in  a  conversation  with  the  Commissary  Gen- 


thin2  could  occur   which    would   gratify  these 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  would  add  only  one  word 
as  to  the  "hopeful  way"'  we  were  in.  He  said, 
the  difference  of  2,000  in  the  account  of  prisoners 


DUi  in  a  conversation  wiiii  luc  y^unnini^ai  y  v^tn-     mv  u...v..v..wv.  ^^  -r~~ .  \       ■   ,     e 

eral  of  Prisoner^  he  had  learned  that  Great  Brit-  ,  was  but  a  small  difference  in  a  national  point  ot 
ain  had  two  thousand  more  of  our  prisoners  than  ,  view ;  but  how  did  it  happen  to  be  even  so  great 
we  had  of  hers.  This  balance,  according  to  the  :  as  it  was?  Our  seamen  impressed  on  board  Uril- 
agreement  of  the  two  nations  respectively  to  sup-  ,  ish  ships  were,  when  the  war  broke  out,  'thrown 
port  their  own  people  taken  prisoners,  created  &  into  British  prison  ships,  and  there  compelled  to 
dead  expense  to  our  Government,  equal  to  the  ;  remain  as  prisoners  of  war.  Another  reason  was, 
cost  of  supporting  these  2,000  men.  To  get  rid  that  the  British  Government  was  more  attentive 
of  this  expense,  and  to  relieve  our  citizens,  many  ;  to  the  security  of  its  prisoners  than  we  were; 
of  whom  were  suffering  extreme  hardship,  form- !  confining  them  in  dungeons  aiui  prison  ships, 
ed,  in  his  opinion,  a  strong  inducement  to  bring-  \  whilst  those  taken  by  us  were  suffered  to  go  pret- 
ing  in  as  many  prisoners  as  possible.  ty  much  at  large.  ™i  „„  .u;. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  observed,  that  Mr.  Ki.no,  ot  Massachusetts,  said,  when  this 
from  the  statement  of  the  case  which  had  just  bill  was  first  read  he  was  as  hostile  to  it  as  any 
been  made.  It  appeared  that  we  were  in  a  very  one  could  be.  but  since  the  fact  was  disclosed  that 
hopeful   way   m   the   prosecution   of    this   war. 


the  balance  in  the  account  of  prisoners  was  against 
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Ui,  he  Was  determined  to  give  his  rote  for  any  | 
n  rssure  wl>icl»  should  have  a  tendency  to  relieve 
h  ,  Bufferiirp  fellow-citizens.  Will  you,  said  he.  \ 
Pi  f  jiit  sotji*  of  your  bravest  men — your  gallant 
tji  s^— to  rrijiain  in  captivity,  when  it  may  be  in 
yl  uV  powei^thus  to  obtain  their  relief?  If  it  be 
i^  ;  fault  ottthe  Government  that  they  are  in  cap- 
ti  ijy,  I  b<'.'»  gentlemen  not  to  visit  the  sins  of  the 
C  »tP''DtneKil  on  your  suffering  fenmen. 

lihe  qui'*iion  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
01  lifd  in  thy  affirmative — for  the  bill  83.  against  it 
5J    us  follp'/s : 

\  rjtAS — M.  »8r».    Alexander,    Aicher,    Avery,    Bard, 
B   «en,  Bni.|!ey,  Brown,  Burweli,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
CI»S>peIJ,    (  i)ni8tock,    Conard,  Crawford,    Creighton, 
Ctich,  Cullif^tTt,  Davis  of  Penn!«ylvani«,  Desha,  Du- 
v;^  yEarie,  Hppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
F«k;of  Ne\^  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Good- 
wIq^  Gourd:<i,  Griffin,  Grundy.  Hall,  Harris,  Ingersoll, 
IiXiram,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Vlsfjnia,  Ktjpnedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
K3>^  of  Ma^arhusetis,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
feJ*,Lown>8.  Lyie,  Vfacon,  McCoy,  McKee:  McKiin, 
M^J^ean,  M<>ntgomery.  Moore,   iS'elson,  rVewton,  Par-  , 
k<    ,'Picken»C  Piper,    Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
R   d>  of  Ten',ie«see,  R-ch,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sc-i 
v;    ■,  Seyber^  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,   Tannehill, 
T    *rior,  Telliir,    Troup,  Whitehill,  Williams,   Wilson  i 
of   ^«jnn«ylv:t-nia.  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

n'ats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of' 
V    i^inia,  B^all,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigbam,  j 
C   fH'rton,C>iampion,Cilley,  Clark.  Cooper,  Cox,  Cul-  I 
j>,   >*r,  Dave«|port.  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Ged-  ' 
d.    ,  Goldsbcfough,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins 
of    iNew  Voi^.  Hufly,  Hungerford,  Jackson   of  Rhode 
U  .nd,  Kenj  of  New   York,   Lewis,  I^vett,   Markcll, 
]Wlor,  Mosejey,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Pot- 
teM  John  ReeJI,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles.  Stan- 
fc^lj  Stuart, JiJturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson, 
»*,    Wari^of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
ifaton,  Vihite,  Wilcox,  Wilson   of  Masaachusetts, 
Winter., 

PiHVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

jrhe  engi^ssed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
«upport;of  the  IS'avy  of  the  United  States,  was 
!l|  a  thiru  lirae  and  passed,  without  debate,  by 
'^  j'ollowi^g  vote ; 

tis — M<^rs.  Alexander,  Archer,  .\very,  |Bard, 
/•jett,  Baj^y  of  Vi.-ginia,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Bradley, 
^wn,  BurvJ-ell,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
b,  Clark,  (Jomstock, Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford, 
[ighton,  C^rouch,  Caipeper,  Davis  oi  Pennsylvania, 
|i;'yelle8,  t^csha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Uley,  Fisi  of  Vern.ont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
^iyth,  Franklin,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Goodwin, 
iydin,  GraFin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Lsfes,  Hopitinsof  New  York.  Hungerford,  Ingersoll, 
[bam,  Jarfcson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
irison  of  'Virginia,  Kennedy.  Kent  of  .Maryland, 
Vr,  Kersh»w,  King  of  Massacbuselti!,  King  of  North 
V^hna,  L«{ferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  LyIe,  Ma- 
Markelii McCoy.  McKee,  McKim,  .McLean.  Miller, 
ttfitt,  .Mon^omery,  Moore.  Moseley,  Murfrce,  Nelson, 
l^^lon,  Pa«kcr,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
\\,  John  IV'cd,  Wiliiiun  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  Teifhessee,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Jtjertson,    juggles.  Jiage,   Sevier,  Seybcrt,  Skinner, 
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Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Bturges,  Tanne- 
hill, Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Vote,  Ward  of  MasMchu- 
setU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
cox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  W  inter,  Wood, 
Wright,  and  Yancey — 121. 

Nats — Messrs.  Boyd,  Brigbam,  Champion,  Ely, 
Hufty,  Kent  of  New  York,  Potter,  Thompson,  and 
Whcalon — 9. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  1S14.  was  read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  arn  against  passing  the  bill  oa 
your  table.  It  contemplates  appropriating  the 
enormous  sum  of  $20,302,906  to  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  present  year. 
This  sum,  and  three  times  as  much  more,  at  is 
manifest  from  the  well-founded  calculations  of 
military  gentlemen,  will  be  expended  in  the 
coursfe  of  this  year,  if  the  army  is  raised  which 
is  authomed  by  the  bills  which  have  been  lately 
passed,  and  the  war  for  the  conquest  of  Canada 
IS  prosecuted  with  the  degree  of  folly  and  im- 
providence which  have  hitherto  characterized  it 
in  its  course. 

This  appropriation  will  abiorb  nearly  the  whole 
sum  which  will  be  raised  by  the  loan  bill  recently 
enacted.  The  terms  upon  which  this  money 
will  be  obtained,  requires  a  more  profitable  appli- 
cation of  it.  When  an  individual  raises  money 
by  sending  his  paper  to  market,  it  is  considered 
a  sure  indication  of  impending  bankruptcy,  and 
is  ever  found  to  be  the  raes5enger  of  truth.  VVhen 
a  Government,  in  behalf  of  all  its  citizens,  raises 
money  upon  the  terms  which  every  individual 
would  reject,  were  he  a  borrower,  as  too  wasting 
and  extravagant,  they  ought  at  least  to  be  able  to 
give  a  good  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  expended,  and  the  returns  and  advan- 
fages  which  are  obtained.  Bad  economy  m  an 
individual,  m,  bad  economy  in  the  public.  But, 
sir,  if  this  sum,  or  any  larger  sum  within  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  was  called  for  to  build  a 
navy  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce,  and 
avenging  the  wrongs  of  our  common  country, 
against  the  aggression  of  any  and  all  nations, 
whether  English  or  French,  barbarous  or  civil- 
ized. I  should  give  my  vote  for  it  with  great 
promptness  and  pleasure  ;  but  with  a  view  to  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  or  in  the  support  of  a  war 
which  I  view  not  only  to  be  weak,  but  wicked,  I 
would  as  soon  vote  supplies  to  be  expended  la 
the  inva.siou  of  Canada  by  land,  as  the  invest- 
ment of  it  by  sea.  We  can  as  conscientiously 
pay  for  the  shedding  human  blood  on  the  plains 
ol  Abraham,  as  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  If 
the  character  of  the  contest  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  were  that  which  is  given  to  it  by  the 
President  in  his  Message,  1  should  be  one  of  the 
last  men  in  this  House  to  oppose  this  appropria- 
tion ;  and  sure  I  am  that  my  constituents  would 
expend  their  last  dollar,  and  shed  their  best  blood 
in  Its  support.     If,  sir,  m   the   language  of  the 
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President,  ••  it  appealed  for  its  support  to  the  pure 
principles  of  patriotism  and  the  pride  of  liberty," 
in  the  seciion  of  country  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  the  withholding  of  supplies,  the  re- 
fusing to  levy  men.  or  raise  money,  or  any  other 
incident,  would  not  impede  its  prosecution.  If, 
sir.  It  appealed  to  these  heaven-born  principles  for 
support,  the  citizens  of  Massacliusetls.  never  in- 
sensible to  them,  notwithstanding  the  many  dark 
surmises  against  them,  and  the  many  illiberal, 
not  to  say  indecent  remarks,  to  which  they  have 
been  subject  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  would 
be  found  where  they  ever  have  been,  and  ever 
will  be,  when  those  pure  principles  call  them  to 
action,  in  the  front  rank  of  effort  and  danger. 
This  is  the  proud  and  elevated  ground  on  which 
the  true  history  of  your  country  has  placed  them. 
In  the  glorious  contest  which  achieved  our  inde- 
pendence, in  which  Massachusetts  took  counsel 
alone  of  her  courage,  her  supplies  of  men  and 
money  were  greaily  beyond  that  of  any  other 
State  in  the  Union,  whatever  may  be  their  pride 
or  their  boasting.  In  a  war  in  which  "  the  pure 
principles  of  patriotism  and  pride  of  liberty"  beat 
10  arms,  the  place  which  has  ever  known  Ma.^- 
sachusetts  would  know  her  again. 

Though  the  President  has  said  that  the  war 
appeals  to  ''  the  pure  principles  of  patrietism  and 
the  pride  of  liberty  for  support,"  he  has  not  conde- 
scended to  show  bow,  or  in  what  manner,  it  does 
•o.  It  rests  wholly  in  assertion.  And  if  he  had 
said  directly  the  reverse,  the  position  would  at 
least  have  been  as  well  supported.  In  my  mind, 
its  character  is  the  antipode  of  that  which  is 
given  It  by  the  President.  The  prosecution  of 
it,  after  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
was  unjust,  as  it  respects  our  enemy,  and  pre- 
eminently so,  as  it  respects  our  own  country. 
Not  believing  in  the  justice,  necessity,  or  expe- 
diency of  the  war,  1  am  against  its  farther  prose- 
cution ;  and  it  is  ray  wish  to  admonish  the  Ad\ 
ministration  to  effect  an  armistice,  and  make  a 
peace  by  the  only  means  which  are  left  us,  by 
shutting  our  hand  and  withholding  supplies. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  act  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  minority  are  faulty  in  not  con- 
curring in  the  granting  of  supplies;  that  the 
Congress  in  1812  having  declared  war,  we  are 
committed  and  must  make  the  necessary  provi- 
sion for  carrying  it  on.  This  I  do  not  admit  to 
be  sound  doctrine.  We  are  as  much  at  liberty 
to  think  for  ourselves,  and  act  according  to  our 
opinions,  as  our  predecessors  were.  Acts  of  Le- 
gislatures which  are  in  the  nature  of  grants,  it  is 
true,  are  irrevot-able.  but  the  declaration  of  war  is 
not  of  that  character.  An  after  Legislature,  with 
reference  to  such  an  act,  is  not  bound  to  effectuate 
the  purposes  of  a  former  one.  It  is  not  only  their 
right,  but  their  duty,  to  rescue  their  country  from 
destruction.  This  unjustifiable  claim  of  superior- 
ity, on  behalf  of  the  last  Congress,  and  of  a  sort 
of  vassalage  to  tbem,  on  the  part  of  the  present,  is 
not  to  be  admitted  or  endured.  Whether  or  not 
the  war  was  just  at  the  time  when  it  was  declar- 
ed, is  ot  no  iiiiporiance.  To  prosecute  it  without 
cause,  IS  as  unwarrantable  as  to  commence  it 


without  justice.  After  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council.  I  contend  that  we  had  no 
cause  for  prosecuting  the  war,  which  was  just, 
even  as  it  respects  our  enemy.  But  if  it  were 
just,  as  it  respects  our  enemy,  in  the  situation  of 
our  country  it  was  unjust  and  cruel,  as  it  respects 
our  own  country,  and  against  the  duty  which 
the  Government  owes  to  its  citizens.  If  we  had 
just  cause  of  war,  as  it  respects  our  enemy  and 
our  country,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  declared 
until  negotiation  had  been  fully  and  fairly  tried, 
and  the  alternative  of  war  or  satisfaction  had 
been  presented  to  the  enemy.  If  just  cause  of 
war  existed,  and  negotiation  had  been  tried  and 
exhausted,  to  prosecute  it  by  invading  Canada, 
and  carrying  misery  and  destruction  to  its  inhab- 
itants, inasmuch  as  invading  them  has  no  ten- 
dency to  enforce  our  rights,  which  are  said  to  be 
violated,  or  to  compensate  us  for  the  injuries 
said  to  be  sustained,  is  wanton  and  cruel.  The 
mischief  done  to  them  is  merely  gratuitous.  To 
make  a  war  just,  as  it  respects  our  enemy,  it  is 
necessary  that  they  should  have  done  us  an  in- 
jury of  such  magnitude  as  to  be  good  cause  of 
war.  not  accidentally,  but  intentionally,  claiming 
a  right  to  do  it,  or  in  contempt' of  our  rights,  and 
that  we  should  have  called  for  satisfaction,  and 
It  should  have  been  denied  us.  War  is  a  tremend- 
ous evil,  and  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to  for  light 
reasons.  It  is  the  last  resort,  the  ultima  ratio  of 
man.  and  the  greatest  temporal  scourge  of  God. 
li  is  with  surprise  and  deep  regret  that  ^ear  it 
spoken  of  with  so  much  insensibility  by  gentle- 
men of  the  majority.  The  bloody,  the  wasting 
work  of  war,  seems  to  be  considered  as  an  amuse- 
ment, or  a  trifling  game  of  hazard.  Having  failed 
in  two  campaigns,  prosecuted  at  an  amazing  ex- 
pense of  blood,  treasure,  and  human  happiness, 
another  effort  is  spoken  of  with  as  much  sang 
froid  as  a  second  hit  in  a  game  of  backgammoo. 

The  misfortune  of  the  world  is,  that  they  who 
declare  war  do  not  fight  the  battles  and  undergo 
the  miseries  of  the  field.  Had  the  Congress 
which  declared  war  sal  on  the  snow-banks  where 
Hampton's  army  encamped,  their  false  or  mis- 
taken patriotism  would  have  been  cooled,  their 
session  would  have  been  snort,  and  we  should 
have  had  no  war.  Let  gentlemen  visit  the  field 
of  battle,  view  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  and  hear 
ihe  groans  of  the  dying;  let  them  follow  the 
maimed  and  the  cripples  through  all  the  mazes 
and  miseries  of  their  wretched  journey  through 
the  remainder  of  life;  let  them  visit  the  friends 
of  those  who  have  lallen  in  battle,  and  witness 
their  agonies  and  distress,  and  they  will  not  ex- 
pect to  compensate  for  the  aggregate  of  human 
misery  in  lofty,  unmeaning  expressions,  of  what 
is  due  to  mistaken  national  honor. 

To  make  a  war  just  as  it  respects  our  own  cit- 
izens, the  object  contended  for  ought  to  be  of  suffi- 
cient magnitude,  if  obtained,  to  compensate  them 
fur  all  the  losses  they  sustain,  and  the  miseries 
they  suffer  in  its  prosecution  ;  otherwise  more  of 
evil  than  good  will  result  from  it.  The  expecta- 
tion of  i^uccess  ought  also  to  be  reasonable. 
These  points  ought  to  be  so  clear  that  there  could 
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A^DO  diflirence  of  opinion,  among  intelligent 
s^f  hones>  men.  There  are  cases,  it  is  true,  in 
ijpijcli  a  n;itioQ  ought  to  take  counsel  only  of  its 
Oarage.  When  its  existence  is  threatened  and  all 
hazarc  every  effort  ought  to  be  made,  and  if  it 
1^  11  will  fall  in  triumph.  But,  sir.  in  ordinary 
lj;s,  sorat;thing  is  due  to  national  interest  and 
laonal  h^ijppiness.  as  well  as  to  visionary  notions 
Tiationa'  honor.  I  am  as  little  in  the  habit  of 
n  pkoning  fever ythiag  in  dollars  and  cents,  as  any 
j^  ijtleman^in  this  House.  But  the  false  patriot- 
ii  li  of  sac*ificing  iroportaot  interests  and  rights 
t  <iecure  pjetended  ones,  deserves  severe  reproba- 
t  \i} ;  it  is|  against  an  important  article  in  my 
I   ;ljttcal  ciseed. 

i'he  gei-tleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelson) 
(Ouiced  i,nd  rejoiced."  almost  without  ceasing, 
l&tx  the  d'-icussioa  cf  this  and  its  kindred  bills, 
[j  taken  olace  in  the  latitude  which  has  been 
ilgedj  i-nasinuch  as  it  had  afforded  an  oppor- 
iijity  to  toe   minorUy  to  show  to  the  world  the 
lence  oi  their  attachment  tu  the  English  na- 
Lfi,aud  tl<ie  effects  of  British  influence.    We  have 
b'o  asked!  again  anxl  again,  by  gentlemen  of  the 
joriiy.  from   various  quarters  of  the    House, 
ujjre  that  spirit  of  resistance  to  British  a^gres- 
L^  has  HeJ,  which  was  manifested  by  the  Feder- 
Jfis  of  Btjston,  in  their  memorials  to  Congress, 
the  Government    to   war  with 
l^^rland  ai^d  pledging  their  lives  and  fortunes  to 
•*iecute  1^  with  vigor;  where  those  feelings  now 
1 1  which  iivere  exhibited  by  the  Federalists  at  the 
\fi\x  of  P;erce.  who  fell  by  the  hand  ut"  British 
fence  ;  ind  wdere  that  national  pride  is  which 
5^  called 'forth  at  the  insult  offered  to  our  sov- 
jnty,  id  the  attack  upou  the  Chesapeake.     It 
>;aid   bykhose  gentlemen,  who  with  an  air  of 
jmph  ajk  these   questions,  that,  when  Pierce 
;.j  killed  {he  Federalists  contended  for  the  honor 
>)urying'him,  and  for  the  first  positions  in  his 
ceral  train;  and  that  they  thirsted  for  salisfac- 
9  for  tht^  insult  otl'ered  to  our   national  honor 
(he  aSaij:  of  the  Chesapeake.     This  is  all  true, 
same  ipirit  now  exists  among  the  same  hon- 
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e  mt-.-L,  tnd  will   siiow  itsell   whenever  the 

t-poscs  o{  justice  and  the   honor  of  the  nation 

jliire  it,  ♦  The  gentlemen  who  alluded  to  these 

is,  canoj^t  have  attended   to   their  operation. 

ibe  evidence  which  they  furnish,  that  the 

ngs  of»  the  Federalists  are   truly  American. 

|ruld  thellBruish  potlorlh  their  hands  and  touch 

•ericati  {merest  of  insult  the  honor  of  our  na- 

»'j.  if  auy^  want  of  spirit  or  power  of  resistance 

[(iscoverid  m  our  country,  it  will  be  found  in  the 

its  of  il|e  majority.      When  and  on  what  oc- 

Kjon  havf  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority  exhib- 

h  such  tj-inper  and  spirit  towards  the  French. 

Mer  insuits  and  injuries  of  the  most  atrocious 

ire.  as  fthey  now  bear  witness,  that  the  Fed- 

!ists  oi:;  these  occasions  manifested    towards 

Englii*!  ?     On  none.     1  repeat  it,  sir,  on  none. 

all    oc*:asions    our  Government,  lor    twelve 

[irs  past^  have  discovered  a  truckling,  submis- 

rp  terapv  lo  the  Government  of  France,  which 

f.Aild  disgrace  the  tamest  people.     When  in- 

h'^d  and' insulted  outrageously,  instead  of  de- 


manding satisfaction  and  showing  manly  and 
proper  resentment,  such  as  our  national  honor 
required,  our  Government  have  condescended  to 
pui  apologies  into  their  mouths,  which  they  have 
disdained  to  offer  for  themselves.  When  our 
ships  were  burnt  by  French  cruisers  by  order  of 
the  Bxnperor,  against  all  law  moral  or  national, 
the  complaints  of  our  Government  were  express- 
ed in  the  language  of  meekness.  They  merely 
suggested  to  the  French  Minister,  that  if  it  was 
necessary  to  burn  our  ships  to  prevent  the  fleets 
of  their  enemy  from  falling  in  with  them  and  ob- 
taining information. (which  the  French  had  never 
intimated.)  that  it  was  the  "most  distressing 
mode  in  which  belligerents  exercise  might  con- 
trary to  right."  While  our  Government  have 
been  very  sensitive  and  tremblingly  alive  to 
every  symptom  of  British  indecorum,  and  by  a 
kind  of  second  sight  have  seen  it  where  it  did  not 
exist;  they  have  licked  the  dust  from  the  feet  of 
the  Emperor  of  the  French.  The  maxim  "the 
same  disposition  which  makes  one  insolent  to 
the  weak,  makes  him  abject  to  the  powerful," 
has  been  abundantly  verified  in  the  conduct  of 
our  Government  towards  the  two  great  bellig- 
erents. 

I  have  no  blind  prejudices  or  partialities  for 
the  English  nation.  My  feelings  are  purely 
American.  Englishmen  and  Frenchmen  when 
they  violate  the  rights  of  our  country,  it  is  my 
wish  should  receive  the  same  measure  of  resist- 
ance. I  was  educated  in  Revolutionary  princi- 
ples, and  inhaled  with  my  first  breath  something 
of  prejudice  against  the  people  with  which  we 
are  now  at  war.  It  does  not  enter  into  my  views 
to  show  that  our  enemies  are  right;  it  is  true  I 
feel  a  conviction  that  the  Gorernmenl  of  our 
country  is  wrong,  and  if  this  could  be  shown 
without  seeming  to  justify  our  enemy,  the  task 
to  me  would  be  less  unwelcome.  This  it  is  im- 
possible to  avoid.  It  is  a  despotism  of  principles, 
from  the  tyranny  of  which  no  one  who  attempts 
to  perform  what  I  feel  to  be  ray  duty  to  do,  can 
escape.  It  is  impossible  to  show  that  one  party 
to  a  controversy  is  wrong,  without  apparently 
showing  that  the  other  is  right.  But  justice  it 
justice,  and  right  is  right,  let  them  apply  against 
whom  they  will ;  and  he  must  be  a  miserable 
judge  who  decides  causes  according  to  parties, 
and  not  according  to  their  merits. 

Although  the  Orders  in  Council  are  out  of  the 
question,  having  been  revoked,  notice  given  lo 
our  Government  and  an  armistice  proposed  by 
our  enemy  before  hostilities  were  commenced, 
yet  such  have  been  the  allusions  to  them  as  evi- 
dencing a  disposition  on  the  part  of  our  enemy, 
wantonly  to  invade  our  commercial  rights,  and 
not  to  be  at  peace  with  us.  that  a  few  remarks 
upon  them  will  not  be  misapplied. 

The  enemy  did  not  consider  those  orders  as  an 
infraction  of  our  rights,  as  an  independent  nation. 
If  they  reasoned  incorrectly,  and  their  orders 
were  indefensible,  there  was  nothing  of  contempt 
or  intentional  wrong  in  their  conduct;  of  course 
nothing  to  excite  the  violence  of  passion,  or  thai 
heat  which  arises  when  injury  is  coupled  with 
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insult.     Injuries  of  this  kind  we  have  often  re- 
ceived from  the  French,  and  tamely  submitted. 

At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the   Berlin  de- 
crees, we  were  at  peace  with  Prussia,  Hamburg, 
and  Denmark,  and  our  merchants  were  carrying 
on  a  profitable  trade  with  them,  in  variou.*  com- 
modities, some  of  which  were  of  the  growth  and 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain.    The  nations  then 
ranked  as  free  and  independent  nations,  and  the 
trade  which  we  then  carried  on   with  them  was 
lawful,  and  one  which  wr  had  a  right  to  pursue. 
The  Emperor  of  France  or  any  other  Govern- 
ment, except    that   of  the    respective   countries 
above-mentioned,    had   a    right    to   interrupt    it. 
Bonaparte,  as  a  war  measure,  not  as  a  municipal 
regulation,  resolved  upon  the  destruction  of  this 
trade;  and   by  means  of  a  military   force  com- 
pelled the  Governments  of  those  countries  to  dis- 
continue this  trade  with  us,  to  the  injury  of  our 
merchants.     Had  Bonaparte  fitted  out  ships  and 
captured   Auierican   property  on   the   high    seas, 
on  its  passage  to  those  countries,  if  it  were  ori- 
ginally uf  British  growth  or  manufacture,  no  one 
would  have  contended  that  it  was  not  a  violation 
of  our  neutral  rights,  and  that  we  ought  not  to 
have  resented  it.     Where  is  the  difference  be- 
tween his  sending  a  force  upon   the  seas  to  cap- 
ture  our   property  going  to  a  neutral  port,  and 
sending  an  army  by  land  to  do  the  same  thing  ? 
If  the  end  is  wrong  the  means   used  lo  effect  it 
cannot  make  it  right.     The  property  of  our  citi- 
zens captured  and  condemned,  under  the   Berlin 
decree,  greatly  exceeded   that   seized    under  the 
Orders  in  Council,  in  any  given  space  uf  time. 

Many  months  before  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  put  in  execution,  we  had  notice  from  the 
British  Government,  that  if  France  was  permit- 
ted with  impunity  to  interrupt  the  trade  be- 
tween neutrals,  that  she  would  by  way  of  retalia- 
tion interrupt  the  trade  of  neutrals  with  France. 
However,  whether  or  not  the  orders  were  a  just 
retaliation  upon  France,  and  could  be  inflicted 
through  the  sides  of  a  neutral,  is  of  no  import- 
ance, they  having  been  repealed  anxl  due  notice 
given  to  our  Government.  With  reference  to 
the  temper  discovered  by  our  enemy,  I  thought 
it  pertinent  to  make  these  remarks. 

After  the  Orders  in  Council  were  revoked,  we 
had  no  just  cause  of  war,  even  against  our  enemy. 
The  complaints  of  impressment  did  not  furnish 
one,  when  war  was  declared.  That  injuries  had 
been  done  to  us  in  this  respect,  is  not  to  be  denied. 
But  that  they  are  of  the  magnitude  suggested, 
there  is  no  pretence  ;  an  exaggeration  without 
example,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  round  number 
calculation,  in  which  gentlemen  have  indulged. 
The  subject  does  not  admit  of  precise  certainly. 
as  to  the  number  of  our  seamen  taken  against 
their  will,  or  the  amount  of  our  injury.  But  the 
invesligaiion,  which  one  of  my  honorable  col- 
leagues (Mr.  Taggart)  has  made,  and  which  is 
before  itie  public,  shows  that  it  is  a  mere  bagga- 
telle,  when  compared  with  the  representations 
of  gentlemen  of  the  majority  :  even  within  the 
walls  of  this  House,  and  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate egregious  errors  have  been  committed.    The 


gentleman,  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ingersoll) 
has  attempted  to  ascertain  the  whole  number  of 
impressed  American  seamen,  by  comparing  the 
number  of  American  seamen  found  on  board  the 
Guerriere,  Java,  and  Peacock,  with  the  whole 
number  of  seamen  on  board  those  vessels,  and 
then  supposing,  that  the  whole  number  of  im- 
pressed American  seamen  in  all  the  British  ships 
bears  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  number 
of  seamen  in  the  British  navy.  This  rule,  if 
rightly  executed,  would  be  uncertain  and  falla- 
cious. But  the  gentleman  has  made  a  mistake 
of  upwards  of  nine  hundred  per  cent,  in  the  num- 
ber f^ound  on  board  the  Java.  He  has  assumed 
that  she  had  eleven,  whereas  she  had  but  one. 

The  investigation  of  this  subject  which  has 
taken  place  before  tb.e  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, lo  aid  in  which  men  of  both  political  par- 
ties have  not  only  been  invited,  but  compelled  to 
give  information,  shows  that  the  evil  is  not  only 
small,  but  diminishing  daily. 

The  British  nation  claim  the  services  of  her 
subjects  in  lime  of  war.  and  the  right  of  visiting 
neutral  merchant  ships,  and  taking  those  who 
have  withdrawn  from  her  support.  This  right, 
on  change  of  circumstances,  she  admits  to  exist 
in  our  Government,  and  it  is  certainly  claimed 
and  exercised  by  other  belligerent  nations.  Her 
right  to  impress  even  her  own  subjects  has  been 
more  than  doubted  by  many  of  the  majority. 
That  the  power  of  compelling  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  all  countries  to  contribute  their  ser- 
vices in  time  of  war  exists  in  some  department  of 
their  Government  cannot  be  questioned.  The 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  (in  the 
course  of  this  debate)  has  intimated,  that,  if  en- 
listing soldiers  failed,  conscription  would  be  the 
next  resort. 

Though  it  is  admitted  that  this  power  exists  ia 
our  country,  it  is  denied  that  it  appertains  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.     It  belongs  to 
the  Stale  governments.    As  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  her  subjects,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  she, 
by  her  naval  officers,  cannot  compel  the  services 
of  her  subjects  found  on  the   high  seas,  as  well 
as  we  ours,  by  our  military  oflficers  found  on  land. 
If  she  has  a  right  lo  the  services  of  her  subjects, 
ihey  have  no  right  to  withhold   them.     There 
cannot  be  right  against  right.     If  the  subject  has 
no  ri^ht  lo  withhold   his  services,  withdrawing 
from  liis  country  and  entering  on  board  a  neutral 
.ship  is  wrong,  and  to  exempt  him  from  serving 
his  country  because  he  had  withdrawn,  would  be 
allowing  him  to  lake  the  advantage  of  his  own 
wrong,  which  is  not  admissible.     But  it  is  said 
that   they   have  no  right  lo  visit  our   merchant 
ships;  that  a  ship  at  sea  is  an  extension  of  our 
territory.     This  principle  is  applicable  only  to 
national  ships.     The  argument  of  the  honorable 
Speaker  proves  too  much.     If  his  doctrine  is  cor- 
rect, that  a  neutral   merchant  ship  at  sea  is  an 
extension  of  her  territory — articles  contraband  of 
war — enemy's  persons  and  property  may  be  car- 
ried  without   interruption   by  neutrals,  and  the 
law  of   nations  respecting   contraband   of  war, 
would  be  of  no  effect.    It  is  due  to  the  honor  of 
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iieutrari'>ation  to  suppose  that  her  armed  ships, 
liiog  under  her  authority,  will  not  violate  bel- 
L-rent  rN?hts,  and  supply  her  eoetny  with  arti- 
s  conrrf  band,  &c.  But  this  is  not  due  to  her 
;^rchant  ^vessels.  The  right  to  visit  thenfi  for 
,^  purpose  of  searching  for  articles  contraband, 
^eneniy^  person;  and  enemy's  goods,  is  claimed 
iM  exer(ii^ed  bv  all  belligerent  nations.     If  this 


controversy  between  u».  excepting  as  to  her  sub- 
jects which  have  been  naturalized  in  America. 
A  right  to  their  services  she  claims  in  virtue  of 
their  native  allegiance,  which  she  contends  they 
owe  her.  and  cannot  throw  off  without  her 
consent. 

Upon  this  point  the  British  Government  and 
our  own  are  at   issue  ;  and   upon  the  ground  of 


tctrine  <>t  the  Speaker  is  correct,  it  follows,  of ,  reason  and  authority,  in   ray  mind,  it  is  against 
yrse,  tijit  free  ships  make  free  goods- 


-a  posi-  I  us.  But  if  it  were  not,  I  ask  gentlemen  of  the 
M)n  wniQlj  is  dented  by  all  writers  of  respecia-  1  majority,  who  seem  to  be  so  sensitive  on  ihissub- 
^ity  on  Kxiternational  law.  In  all  cases  where  !  ject,  if  there  is  any  justification  for  involving  our 
b4?f  ships  jmake  free  goods,  is  the  rule  between  country  in  war.  in  the  state  in  which  we  were, 
A|ions,  tV  is  the  effect  of  treaties  which  have  for  this  class  of  citizens— when  the  consequences 
(Singed  tjie  common  rule,  and  the  making  of  '  are,  that  native  American  citizens,  who  are  bone 
Mlach  shiws  that  the  law  of  nations  is  other-  j  of  our  bone  and  flesh  of  our  flesh,  cannot  be  pro- 
^i'e.  Bui  it  is  said  that,  if  they  visit  our  ships,  tected.  What  is  the  President's  answer  to  the 
t5fc,y  will  fake  not  only  their  own,  but  our  citi-  ,  native  American  citizens  of  North  Carolina  and 
-^us.     Tbht  such  is  the  similarity  of  language,  !  Maryland,  the  fathers  and  mothers,  the  brothers 


iJ)j»nners,  ^-c,  tha'  it  is  impossible  to  discrimi- 
t»^*e ;  and;  because  they  cannot  exercise  their 
tw]\i  witn'jut  invading  ours,  they  must  abandon 
iBt.Srs.  Who  is  it  that  occasions  this  confusion 
t*  characters  and  persons?  The  documents  which 
i«ve  been  read  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
J^>liow  liie  magnitude  of  the  injury  and  the  de- 
^„-r!m  I  nation  to  compel  a  redress  in  President 
Wti&hing^v'n's  time,  show  also  that  from  the  high 
>yi\ges  g»ren,  and  other  lures.  British  seamen 
^iJre  enticvd  into  our  service.     No  means  of  pre 


and  sisters,  the  wives  and  children,  who  suppli- 
cate protection  of  our  Government  for  themselves 
in  the  houses  in  which  they  were  born,  and  oa 
thesoil  on  which  theyand  their  ancestors  have  im- 
memorially  inhabited — '"  we  cannot  protect  you." 
Why  not  give  this  answer  to  the  new-born  citi- 
zens of  our  country,  or  even  to  native  citizens, 
who  are  not  content  to  share  in  the  milk  and 
honey  of  our  land  at  home,  but  ask  protection  on 
the  highway  of  nations?  Would  not  the  answer 
to  the  citizens.  "  we  cannot  protect  you,"  be  em- 


otion were  adopted  to  exclude  them  from  our  phatically  true,  more  so  than  the  answer  to  the 
■S'^sels.  and  avoid  this  intermixture  of  persons,  i  good  people  of  North  Carolina  and  Maryland  ; 
^A  confu'sion  of  rights.  |  and  could  not  honorable  pride  more  easily  submit 

J  What,.spr,  is  the  law  in  cases  analogous  ?  We  to  give  it?  Great  sensibility  is  discovered  by  gen- 
iil4y  reas^M  from  small  things,  to  things  of  greater  tlemen  in  this  debate  for  the  sufferings  of  our  nat- 
AugnituiJir,  and  of  a  higher  nature.  My  feelings  uralized  citizens,  and  it  has  often  been  repeated 
a^avs  r-;roil  when  I  compare  men  with  prop-  that  Government  dare  not  refuse  to  protect  them. 
^ry.  I  a^n  in  the  habit  of  estimating  human  Many  lofty  high-sounding  expressions  concern- 
^f\i  and  blood  quite  as  highly  as  the  gentleman  ing  their  rights,  and  what  is  due  to  our  national 
*(im  Souiii  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  I  also  pre-  !  honor,  have  been  repeated  again  and  again.     Sir. 


I^E.  the  person  of  a  man  to  a  bale  of  goods.     I 

•5<ti^i<^*^''  'i'lQ  o^  ^'^'^  ^>g^  ^  nature  to  be  placed 

f;a  level  with  property, 
(f  A  hH'<  an  indetiniie  quantity  of  any  commo- 
^i>y,  whk':h  has  no  ear  marks  or  distinguishing 
k^atlures.^aijd  B  ha.<  also  an  indefinite  quantity  of 
1^0  same  commodity — and  B  intermixes  his  with 
^V,  the  i.'i;nsequences  are  that  B  incurs  a  forfeit- 


humiliatipg  as  the  thought  is,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  navy  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
meot  to  protect  our  naturalized  citizens  on  the 
ocean.  In  attempting  it  we  take  the  children's 
bread,  and  give  it  to  strangers. 

This  class  of  citizens  have  no  claim  upon  our 
Government  for  protection  on  the  high  seas, 
against   their    native  country.     We  took  them, 


^m    ■;  »  I  —  — p^—  ...—  -------  J  I 

i^  of  bu  right.     He  who  creates  the  confusion  ;  subject  to  her  claim  of  allegiance,  and  are  bound 
^'^ights  forfeits  his  right.     I  do  not  mean  to  be 


erstoou,  that  as  we  suffer  their  men  to  come 
board  our  ships,  and  confusion  arises,  that 
Ijrelore  »hey  have  a  right  to  take  and  hold,  not 
the.'r  subjects  but  our  citizens.  But  cer- 
b^inly.  a>  we  are  the  cause  of  the  confusion,  it 
<^<*s  not  .^em  warrantable  to  conclude  that  they 
.^lalt  not  ;",e  perrai'ted  to  take  even  their  own. 
<l(^  The  rig'*it  to  take  from  Amercan  merchantmen 
)%i(ive  American  citizens,  or  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jfc(?ts  of  aoy  other  country,  whether  naturalized 
ifi  Amertcha  or  not,  is  not  claimed  by  the  British, 

till  wheiiijver  they  are  taken  by  mistake  they  are 
^charg.M  as  soon  as  the  mistake  is  discovered  ; 
^rti  our  ijrovernraent  have  been  invited,  again 
■»nd  agaiij,  to  furnish  information,  that  justice 
flight  be  ^one.     In  point  of  principle  there  is  no 


^ 


« 


I 


to  protect  them  on  the  high  seas  only  against 
others  than  their  own  country.  By  naturalizing 
them  no  such  duty  devolves  on  our  country.  As 
well  might  a  man  who  had  mortgaged  his  estate, 
and  then  conveying  it.  free  of  all  encumbrances, 
complain  of  his  grantee  for  not  paying  the  debt, 
to  secure  which  it  was  conveyed  in  mortgage. 
The  forms  of  our  naturalization  law  lead  to  no 
disclosure  of  the  circumstances  under  which  a 
citizen,  who  offers  himself  for  naturalization, 
leaves  his  own  country  ;  whether  or  not  he  is 
banished,  and  discharged  of  all  obligations  of  al- 
legiance, does  not  appear.  The  pride  of  men  who 
say  to  native  citizens  we  cannot  protect  you,  and 
with  swelling  importance  rusti  into  a  hopeless 
war  for  the  protection  of  naturalized  ones,  is 
contemptible. 
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That  allegiance  is  natural  and  universal,  in  my 
mind,  is  supported  by  rea>on  and  authority.  On 
this  subject  the  great  European  nations  accord. 
In  our  country  it  has  been  decided  that  allegiance 
is  perpetual,  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal,  and 
in  times  when  the  public  mind  was  less  agitated 
than  at  present.  All  the  purposes  for  which  a 
man,  by  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  may 
emigrate  to  another  country,  may  be  accomplish- 
ed without  his  throwing  off  his  allegiance,  and. 
in  any  event,  making  war  against  his  own.  By 
emigration,  and  being  domiciled  in  a  new  coun- 
try, a  person  may  place  himself  in  such  a  situa- 
tion as  to  incur  double  or  inconsistent  duties  ;  but 
if  he,  thus  situated,  incurs  any  penalties,  he  is  a 
subject  for  mercy,  but  it  does  not  alter  the  law. 

But,  sir,  if  the  British  impressing  her  subjects, 
who  have  been  naturalized,  is  a  cause  of  war,  can 
it  be  just,  as  it  res|>ects  our  own  country,  that  ten 
of  our  native  citizens  should  be  sacrificed  in  try- 
ing to  defend  one  of  them?    We  have  already  lost 
in  a  much  greater  proportion.    If  an  answer  could 
be  rightly  given  in  the  affirmative,  I  say.  to  obtain 
justice  by  negotiation  had  not  been  fully  and  fair- 
ly tried.     I  shall  not   wade  through  an  ocean  of 
documents  to  show  what  does  not  exist,  by  show- 
ing what  does.     Any  person   who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  read  the  letter  from  Lord  GrenviUe  to 
Mr.  King,  of  the  7ih  of  March.  1797.  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Jefferson   to  Mr.  Monroe,  of  the  5th 
of  January,  1804.  and  of  Mr.  Madison  to  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney.  of  May  17tb,  180G,  and  the 
correspondence    between    Monroe  and    Pinkney 
and  the  British  Commissioners,  and  examine  all 
the   other  documents  in    the  Executive  Depart- 
ment for  twenty  years  past,  will  find  that  a  con- 
stant effort  has  been   made,  on  the  part  of  our 
enemy,   to  adjust  all   difficulties  respecting  im- 
pressment, upon  terms  consistent  with  her  pre- 
serving the  control  of  her  citizens  without  dis- 
tressing ours,  and  that  sucb  terms  have  never  been 
offered  or   yielded    to  them    by  our  Government. 
Impressment  was  not  a  cause  of  war  when  it  was 
declared.    The  mischief  existed  in  a  much  greater 
degree  during  the  Administration  of  ^Vashl^glon. 
It  was  considered  by  him  as  an  evil  of  a  nature 
not  to  be  remedied  by  war.     Surely  no  man  bet- 
ter knew  what  was  due  to  the  honor  or  interest 
of  his  nation  than  the  Father  of  his  Country,  or 
was  more  ready  to  assert  her  claims.     Since  the 
rejection  ol  the  treaty  made  by  Monroe  and  Pink- 
ney. no  attempt  has  been   made  to  effect  an  ar- 
rangement respecting  impressment.    In  the  treaty 
with  Mr.  Erskine  it  was  not  noticed,  and  in  the 
communication  from  our  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 
Adams,  after  war  was  declared,  it  is  not  mention- 
ed.    Is  It  iKJssible  that  Government  can  now  se- 
riously  declare  that  a  cause  of  such   a  nature, 
which  has  slept  so  long,  and  not  even  been  the 
subject  of  negotiation,  was  a  justifiable  cause  oJ 
declaring    war  when  we  made  the  declaration? 
Surely  a  Government  which,  with  such  an  extent 
of  defenceless  ^eacoast ;  with  such  an  amount  ol 
property  on  the  ocean  unprotected  ;  with  conflict- 
ing  opinions  among  its  citizens,  would  declare 
war  against  a  nation  which  had  the  means  of  an- 


noying us  in  the  highest  degree,  must  have  a 
great  avidity  for  shedding  human  blood,  and  must 
expect  the  curses  and  execrations  of  their  suffer- 
in"'  country.  The  blood  of  thousands  cries  to 
Heaven  for  vengeance  against  them.  No  men 
ever  more  wanted  what  the  celebrated  Valdesso 
said — "All  military  men  need  a  time  for  sober  re- 
flection before  their  death" — than  those  who  in- 
volved this  once  happy  country  in  war. 

The  feelings  which  gentlemen  of  the  majority 
discover,  as  it  respects  war,  in  my  mind,  do  no 
credit  to  their  hearts.  To  obtain  any  object  by 
negotiation,  and  in  a  manner  which  ought  to  flat- 
ter the  pride  and  honor  of  our  country,  does  not 
seem  to  afford  them  any  pleasure.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ingersoll.)  when 
endeavoring  to  support  the  p  isition,  that  taking 
high  ground,  as  it  respected  England,  was  the 
way  to  bring  her  to  our  feet,  referred  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  a  flair  of  the  Chesapeake.  He  spoke 
of  that  proud  nation  as  having  been  brought  to  hum- 
ble herself  before  us,  by  spirited  measures  on  our 
part.  In  another  part  of  the  same  address  to  this 
Committee,  instead  of  rejoicing  at  this  event,  he 
deeply  regretted  that  Congress  had  not  then  been 
in  session,  that  war  might  have  been  instantly  de- 
clared. The  habit  of  our  nation  was  then  fever- 
ish ;  her  pulse  then  beat  high,  and  he  seemed  to 
think  we  should  then  have  fought  with  spirit. 
Can  any  gentleman  wish  to  obtain  by  the  sword 
what  can  be  secured  by  negotiation  ?  I  desire  to 
thank  my  God  that  he  has  not  yet  suffered  such 
feelings  generally  to  pervade  the  hearts  of  my 
countrymen. 

If  we  had  just  cause  of  war.  and  negotiation  had 
been  exhausted,  the  invasion  of  Canada  is  inhu- 
man and  barbarous:  if  successful,  it  has  no  ten- 
dency to  put  us  in  possession  of  our  violated 
rights,  or  compensate  us  for  our  wrongs.  The 
mischief  which  is  done  to  the  Canadians  is  mere- 
ly gratuitous;  as  mucti  as  the  destruction  of  the 
property  of  a  humble  individual.  The  unoffend- 
ing Canadians  do  not  stand  between  us  and  our 
rights.  Where  a  Government  places  its  citizens 
or  subjects  in  that  situation,  the  injured  country 
must  cut  iis  way  through  them  to  the  object  to 
which  It  has  a  rightful  claim.  If  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, by  means  of  armed  ships,  invade  ourcom- 
mercial  rights,  we  are  justified  in  destroying  them, 
and  the  blood  of  her  subjects  will  be  on  the  heads  of 
tliose  who  administer  their  Government.  Their 
destruction  can  be  justified,  because  it  is  necessa- 
ry to  the  attainment  of  a  rightful  object.  This 
cannot  be  said  as  it  re>pects  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada. Even  misrepresentation  has  nut  charged 
the  innocent  Canadians  with  indulging  any  feel- 
ings inimical  to  us.  until  acts  of  outrage  were 
committed  against  them.  All  the  wrongs  which 
it  is  pretended  we  have  received,  result  from  the 
acts  of  the  Government  to  which  they  are  sub- 
ject, and  in  whose  councils  they  have  no  voice. 
Foul,  indeed,  must  be  the  robes  of  the  magistrates 
of  a  country,  to  justify  washing  them  in  iiie  blood 
of  its  innocent  subjects.  The  invasion  of  Canada 
IS  like  storming  an  infirmary  ;  the  vanquished  will 
be  a  present  plague  and  future  expense.     Sup- 
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fLi^  the  CiiDadas  shbotd  be  taken — will  it  do  us  |  them,   we   now  having  too  extensire  a  frontier. 

BMi  good.,  or  our  enemies  any  hurt?  If  they  are  i  Is  there  no  such  thing,  in  the  estimation  of  that 
t^*ecome  u  component  part  of  the  United  States.  '  gentleman,  as  national  morality  or  national  jus- 
aM  be  adi^iitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  freemen,  tice  7  Are  the  rights  of  one  nation  to  be  meas- 
\Cshall  rfjen  have  a  motley  mixture  of  citizens,  j  ured  by  the  wishes  or  wants  of  another  ?  The 
iii,«l)raDt  oS  their  ri^'hts  and  of  tlieir  duties,  added  I  gentleman's  farm  may  be  locked  in  by  the  lands 
ik  ft  popubition  already  too  heterogeneous,  if:  of  hi«  neighbor,  and  he  may  want  them,  but  this 
lity  are  hAd  as  a  conquered  province,  and  con-  ;  will  hardly  justify  him,  in  foro  conscieiitict.  in 
■S  |l;red  as  a  colony  an  armed  force  must  be  main-    seizing  them  by  force. 

ti  ined  to  keep  i\\vn\  in  order;  at  the  head  of  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  invading  of  Canada 
%  lich  soHje  future  Oa»sar.  or  present  Bonaparte,  is  wrong.  1  cannot  voluntarily  aid  in  the  unjust 
V  rty  overitfrn  the  &Qvernment  of  our  country.  attempt  to  take  it.     If  I  were  to  give  my  vote  for 

The  hciorable  Speaker  is  impres«;ed,  that  the  .  any  measure,  tl»«  object  of  which  is  to  eti'ectuate 
J;  ide  of  i^ogland  sets  a  value  upon  these  posses-  j  that  end.  I  should  offend  against  the  present  gen- 
^  jn.s,  and  >^hat  the  brilliant  pages  of  her  history  eraiion.  posterity,  my  country,  and  my  God. 
\  lid  be  l^:inished  by  their  loss  ;  and  that  the  Considering  the  invasion  as  immoral,  whether  or 
iXeraory  q»f.  Wolfe,  and  his  splendid  victory  over  j  not  it  has  been  unskilfully  prosecuted  will  make 
Hjuntcalm.  cannot,  after  these  possessions  are  gone  no  difference  to  me  as  to  voting  supplies.  If  the 
(jt)m  tier.  i;e  had  in  remembrance  by  the  English  '  end  is  wrong,  a  skilful  application  of  means  to  ef- 
lon  wiiT  pleasure.  These  circumstances  may  t  feet  it  will  not  make  it  right, 
ce  the  purchase  dear  to  us.  but  give  the  pos-  '      On  the  subject  of  a  Navy  for  the  general  pur- 

\iion,  wlien  obtained,  no  additional  value.     If  I  poses  of  the  nation,  with  no  reference  to  the  pros- 


'iias  an  actihcial  value  to  our  enemy,  it  will  be 
t  in  oiir   hands.     Besides,   can    it   be  believed 

ut  Great  Britain  would  sacrifice  her  maritime 
ts,  o(  any  principle  which  enables  her  to 
main    them,  to   regain   the  possession  of  the 

«toadas,  which   have  ever   been  an  expense  to 

•rf   Is  i:t^nman  to  believe  that  she  would  make 

(jeace  sii.'d  cede  the  Canadas.  and  leave  us  in 

jisessioH  uf  the  fisheries,  winch  were  secured  to 

f-by  the  tfeaty  of  peace?     The  fisheries  are  of'  much  I  generally  value  and  respect  his  opinions, 

,<ire  impij»rtance  to   the  United  States  than  all  ;  I  think   lie   is  quite  erroneous.     A  Government 

i(7  land  between  the  Lakes  and   the  North  Pole.  |  thus  sparingly  provided  for.  could   do   no  more 

he  wt-alrti  of  the  deep  is  inexhaustible.     Fish-  '  good  to  the  people  than  a  blind  man  in  an  empty 

\<*  vessels  are  the  cradles  in  which  our  most  ex-     house. 
|^<rience(t  s-eamen  are  rocked.     But  for  them,  in-  j       A  naval  force  is  our  proper  defence.    If  our  lib- 
(|ead  of  triumphing  in  the  successes  of  our  naval  |  erties  are  to  be  preserved,  and  our  commerce  and 
tgrroes,  a^d  passing  resolutions  of  immortality  to  |  common  country  defended,  we  must  have  one — 


ecution  of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and 
as  to  the  appropriations  which  we  ought  to  afford 
the  Administration  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
navy.  I  totally  disagree  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Pottkr.)  He 
seems  to  be  impressed,  that  the  only  way  to  pre- 
vent all  Governments  from  engaging  in  war,  is  to 
deny  them  all  the  means  of  building  >hips,  or 
making  any  preparation  for  it.     In  this,  however 


\i\t  meinories,  we  might  now  have  been  mourn- 
(5  at  ih'  K  defeat,  and  weeping  over  their  faded 
li4rels. 

But,  sir,  is  the  cooquest  of  Canada  to  be  effect- 

1^     Onej honorable  gentleman  from  South  Car- 

i4ia  (Mr,  CxLHODrt)  has  told  us,  when  attempi- 

i)2  to  sh'jw  that  British  power  is  less  now  than 

jen  struggling  for  existence  and  the  freedom  of 
j^  worhr,  that  it  is  not  bone,  and  sinew,  and 
joscle,  tijat  nerves  the  arm  and  makes  powerful, 
iiK  that  jc  is  motive  and  vigor  of  feeling  which 
fa's  it.; 'Another  honorable  gentleman  (the 
»>EAKER(>  has  said,  that  British  pride  sets  a  high 
j.jlue  on'tne  Canauas.  No  honorable  gentleman 
fjll  bay  ihat  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as 

respect/ the  con-.juest  of  Canada,  feel  the  oper- 
jtjons  of  Hie  motives  which,  in  the  opitiion  of  the 

fi^tlematj,    (Mr.    Calhocn.)    constitute    power, 
fien  th?  States  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  most 
"►^werfuj  province  will  not  move  a  finger  to  effect 


il  is  indispensable.  With  such  an  extended  sea- 
coast  a  million  of  soldiers  could  not  guard  us  at 
all  points.  American  valor  cannot  operate  where 
it  is  not.  A  foreign  nation,  predominant  at 
sea,  could  apply  their  force  wherever  we  had 
none.  The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. (Mr.  Grundy,)  as  to  making  the  war 
purely  defensive  on  our  inland  frontier,  apply 
with  double  force  as  to  our  seaboard. 

Our  navy  ought  to  be  of  such  magnitude,  as  to 
make  it  an  item  in  the  accounts  and  considera- 
tions of  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe.  But  to 
secure  us  respect  on  the  ocean  from  all  nations,  it 
is  not  necessary  that  our  naval  force  should  be 
competent  to  cope  with  any  one  important  Eu- 
Power.     Suppose  England   and    France 


J      .  .  .  r-      ,  ropean    .„ — ,.,.„..   — ^ 

Jons  of  Hie  motives  which,  in  the  opitiion  of  the  |  were  at  war,  each  haviug  their  five  hundred,  or 

any  other  number  of  ships  of  war,  and  the  United 
States  with  only  fifty  ;  if  our  rights  were  invaded 
by  England  the  consequence  would  be,  that  our 
•but  reipjobate  tiie  attempt  in  others.     In  this  i  weight  would  be  thrown  in  the  scale  of  her  ene- 
juatioa,  What  prospect  can  even  these  gentlemen  i  my,  and  there  would   be  five  hundred   and  fifty 

4ve  of  ^>r>taining  tiie  object  of  the  war — the  con-  " " 

■iest  of  ("anada? 

jA  gemfeman  liom  Vermont  presses  the  prose- 


1  jtion  oi",the  war  for  the  conque>t  of  the  provin 


against  five  hundred.  If  France  should  trespass 
against  us.  our  naval  power  would  co-operate 
with  England,  and  the  like  inequality  would  be 
produced  against  France.     So  that,  though  their 


l^s.  becivjse  it  will  be  convenient  to  us  to  possess  I  several  force  would  greatly  exceed  ours,  vet  each 
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belligerent,  having  a  view  to  the  force  of  their 
enemy  as  well  as  to  ours,  would  find  it  for  their 
security  to  respect  our  rights.     But.  if  our  naval 
force  is  so  contemptible  as  to  make  us  of  no  con- 
sideration in  the  estimation  of  European  nations,  i 
we  shall  ever  be  subject  to  their  rapine  and  ptun-  | 
der,  as  often  as  they  are  belligerent  and  we  neutral,  i 
"  Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights"  are  the  order  i 
of  the  day,  at  Court  and  in  the  country ;  and  gen- 
tlemen are  so  delighted  with  the  sound,  that  they 
pay  little  regard  to  the  substance.     They  seem  i 
to  have  taken  for  their  maxim,  as  it  respects  sail- 
ors' rights,  -all  for  love  and  the  world  well  lo>t." 
After  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
our  commerce  was  under  no  restrictions  from  the 
British,  excepting  those  which  the  rights  of  bel- 
ligerents, by  the  law  of  nations,  impose  upon  neu- 
trals.    We  have  been  for  so  long  a  time  at  peace.  | 
while  the  European  nations  have   been  at  war,  , 
that  we  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  belligerents  , 
have   any   rights.     But,  however  high    we  may 
hold  our  neutral  rights,  it  is  to  be  considered,  when 
they  are  put  in  practice,  they  must  admit  some  , 
temperament  and  amicable  compromise  with  the 
rights  of  others.     Should  it  be  our  misfortune  to 
continue   in    war,  I  think   we  shall  be  found  to 
claim  and  exercise  belligerent  rights  in  as  high  a 
degree  as  any  nation  on  earth.    Already  have  our  j 
courts  gone  farther,  in  condemning  property  as  a 
prize  of  war,   than  any  of  the  decisions  of  Sir 
William  Scott. 

That  free  ships   make  free  goods,  or   that  the 
flag  covers  all  which  sails  under  it,  is  not  the  doc- 
trine of  the  law  of  nations,  and.  to  have  it  so  set- 
tled, IS  not  less  against  our  interest  than  against 
the  principles  of  international  law.     If  a  gentle- 
man  who  has  his  hom'?.  not  on  the  mountain 
wave,  but  on  the  mountain  •  themselves,  had  con- 
tended that  this  was,  or  ought  to  be,  the  law  of 
nations,  I  should  not  have  been  much  surprised. 
But  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Inqersoll..)  who  resides  in  oue  of  the  most  tlour- 
ishing  commercial  cities  in  the  United  States,  and 
who  every  day  must  behold  the  abundant  Iruits 
of  the   principle,  that  free  ships  Jo  not   make  free 
goods,  should  contend  for  lU  is  to  me  truly  aston- 
ishing.   Situated  as  we  are.  a  world  by  ourselves, 
naturally,  and  undera  wise  Administration  might 
be  so  politically,  the  mercantile  nations  of  Eu- 
rope will  probably  be  at   war  ten   years  while  we 
shall  be  but  om*.     If  free  ships  made  free  goods, 
the   merchants  of  European   belligerent  nations 
would  pursue  their  foreign   commerce  with  their 
usual  profits,  only  paying  freight  to  a  neutral  car- 
rier.    In  the  business  of  carrying,  we  should  have 
for  rivals  nations  in  Europe,  who,  from  the  lower 
wattes  of  tlieir  seamen  and  cheaper  subsisteace, 
would  underwork  us.     But  if  free  ships  do  not 
make  free  goods,  tlie  consequence  is,  that  the  bel- 
ligerent owner  cannot  ship  his  goods  on  lii>  own 
account,  but  is  obliged  to  sell  to  a  neutral,  who 
secures   not  only  the  freicht   but   the  mercantile 
profit.     In  our  country  a  great  commercial  cap- 
ital is  employed  in  foreign  commerce,  while  those 
nations  who  have  been  our  rivals  in  tiie  carrying 
trade,  in  the  exisiinsi  war  bt-iween  England  and 


France,  and  probably  will  be  in  future  wars,  have 
little  or  none.  Our  merchants,  as  purchasers, 
having  annihilated  their  rivals,  have  secured  not 
only  the  mercantile  profits  but  the  profit  of  carry- 
ing. Immense  wealth  in  our  country  is  the  fruit 
of  the  principle,  that  free  ships  do  not  make  free 
goods.  And  if  we  must  go  to  war,  the  interest 
of  our  country  requires  that  we  should  fight  in 
support  of  this  principle,  rather  than  to  effect  an 
alteration. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  contends 
that  the  lav%s  of  nations  must  be  altered  ;  that 
articles  contraband  must  be  diminished,  and  the 
right  of  searching  for  enemies'  goods  limited  and 
restrained  ;  and  that  neither  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  nor  any  future  President,  ought  to 
make  peace  until  thtse  changes  are  effected.  Sir, 
IS  it  for  the  interest  of  our  country  that  these  al- 
terations in  the  laws  of  nations  should  take  place  ? 
In  my  mind  it  is  not.  But  if  it  were,  is  it  in  our 
power  to  effect  them  ?  Can  we  with  our  armed 
ships,  so  few  in  number  that  they  cannot  with  all 
their  heroism  and  valor  defend  our  own  ports, 
enforce  a  change  in  the  law  of  nations,  and  give 
a  new  code  to  the  world?  No,  sir,  there  is  some- 
thing in  this  proposition  beyond  the  dreams  of 
madness. 

Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  never  believed  the 
causes  alleged,  to  be  the  real  causes  of  the  war  be- 
ing declared.  It  is  not  in  man  to  control  his 
faith.  We  cannot  believe  without  evidence,  nor 
disbelieve  against  it.  It  is  not  to  be  believed  that 
war  for  the  protection  of  commerce  and  sailors' 
rights  could  be  enforced  upon  the  nation  by  those 
who  are  not  merchants,  nor  sailors,  nor  their  re- 
lations, nor  connexions,  against  the  prayers  and 
entreaties  of  those  who  are.  Nature  has  not 
changed,  nor  fathers  and  mothers  in  the  Eastern 
States.  •'  monsters  proved."  Miracles,  or  at  least 
something  more  than  the  declaration  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  will  be  necessary 
to  establish  this  to  be  the  fact.  This  gentleman, 
in  the  abundance  of  his  candor  and  decent  respect 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eastern  States,  sup- 
poses that  such  outrages  have  been  committed 
against  the  rights  of  sailors,  as  |to  furnish  just 
cause  of  war,  and  that  they  are  by  the  operation  of 
party  spirit  so  duped  and  blinded  as  to  be  insen- 
sible to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  the  suffer- 
ings of  their  brethren  and  kindred.  This  gentle- 
man would  do  well  to  pause  and  consider  how 
far  party  feelings  have  affected  himself. 

They  respect  human  flesh  and  blood,  and  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  men,  as  highly  as  any  mem- 
ber in  this  House,  and  they  will  not  condescend 
to  take  lessons  in  humanity  from  the  people  of 
any  State  in  the  Union. 

ThepeopleofMassachusettsarenot  the  inferiors 
of  those  of  the  State  which  the  gentleman  has 
the  honor  to  represent,  in  the  public  or  private 
virtues;  nor  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  inte- 
rest of  their  country,  loreign  or  domestic  ;  nor  in 
the  proofs  they  have  given  of  zeal  and  industry 
in  Its  service;  nor  in  any  particular  which  calls 
for  and  obtains  the  just  considerations  of  the  hu- 
mane and  enlightened. 
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^  There -^e  but  three  propositions  upon  which  I 
J  accoa;it  for  w«r  beinjf  declared  by  our  Gov- 
jgruent  ^gainst  Eagland  at   the  titne  when   it 
^(}k  plact;  each   of  which  carry  terror  to  our 
ijntry,  a/:cording  to  the  view?  which  I  have  of 
interetijs. 

Isl.  Thit  the  Emperor  of  France  had  an  as- 
lOdency  *n  th^  councils  of  our  nation  from  the 
brs  whiC3h  he  exciled.  or  the  h  jpes  he  inspired. 
2d.  Thzt  the  views  and  designs  of  the  Admin- 
jtralion  were  to  t'estruy  the  commerce  of  the 
^untry,  e^d  malf«  us  purely  an  agricultural  and 
^inufactiring  people. 
><id.  Th4t  it  wai  intended  by  the  Administra- 

in  to  chilnge  the  form  ot  our  Government. 
F  Jn  addujjing  the  Hacts  and  evidence  which  ope- 
,ie  on  nij'  mind,  it?  favor  of  each  supposition,  I 
i?ll  endeavor  to  avoid  repeating  that  which  has 
YQ   laid  J  before  the  Committee,  and   remarked 
|jpn  by  t^iose  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  de- 
ije,  and  jshall   advert  to  such  auxiliary  proofs 
ily  as  hai?e  occurred  to  me,  and  not  been  noticed 
^-  others... 
'The  ho»)orable  chairtnan  of  the  Committee  of 
Vlays  an(J  Means,  lo  the  remarks  which  he  sub- 
^|tied  to  |he  Committee,  made  frequent  allusions 
jfiihe  lalt«  President,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  to  his  ac- 
|(ins  and  opinions,  and  those  of  others,  concern- 
hfe  him.  <It  cannot  therefore  be  ami«s  if  I  avail 
Jipelf  of  >iis  example. 

,1  havei>long  considered  that  gentleman  as  the 
^hampior^  of  anti-Federalism  and  Democracy,  as 
'p\;  mainsjiring  and  soul  of  the  party  which  now 
Lfect  the  destiniesiof  our  coufitry.  It  is  a  fact 
t'tll  knoT^n,that  ha  long  since  predicted  the  pre- 
iiinancj  of  Fren<:h  power,  and  the  overthrow 
[P^ngland.  England,  it  has  been  thought,  could 
jj.^  little  more  than  "  gather  up  her  garments,  that 
^p^*  migh?  fall  with  decency." 
:ji  With  stich  impressions  the  hope  might  have 
^  ei'Q  indulged,  though  I  think  it  would  have 
;  ryved  Ti»jin.  that  French  favors  might  be  .secured 
.  >l  subse.'tiency  loiFrench  power.  To  me.  sir. 
hv  effect*  of  French  influence  have  been  as  visi- 
^f  in  the*raeasurcs  of  our  Government,  since  the 
"  iriimeuc<'ment  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Presidency,  as 
*i.)Ugh  ttv*y  were  written  in  sunbeams.  A  few 
.*c[s  ina^dition  to  those  which  have  been  men- 
yned  tjjr  other  gentlemen,  as  evidence  of  French 
liluenct,  will  be  iuggesied  without  much  am- 
.(ticatior»  or  comment.  After  the  commence- 
it'nt  of  (fte  French  Revolution,  the  Government 
(•  Frantf  proclaiined  the  right  of  self  govern- 
ient  to  ejfist  in  tlii'  people  of  all  countries;  and 
;  hie  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo  were  declared  to 
)<i  free,  jn  1806.  the  merchants  of  our  country 
.  -aimed  ot|  a  protitable  commerce  with  that  island, 
M54  they  inight  lawfully  do.  Bonaparte  then 
ifVflnted  "i^hips.  colonies,  and  commerce.'' and  de- 
Jfljired  th\t  a  rebellion  existed,  because  they  re- 
^iis<»d  to  Mibmit  to  his  power.  Our  Adrainistra- 
iiuD,  finding  the  pi'ople  of  St.  Domingo  in  full 
i|>osse5sioii  and  exercise  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
Vteot,  hatl  a  right  to  carry  on  commerce  with 
^hem  wii|iout  asking  permission  of  the  Emperor 
v-j(  Francu,  or  any  ether  Power. 

5  ■  • 


A  rap  from  the  French  Minister  procured  the 
passing  of  an  act  prohibiting  this  commerce,  as 
promptly  as  a  rap  on  your  table  calls  this  House 
to  order.  In  1801-'2,  when  the  Spaniards  were 
in  alliance  with  the  Emperor  of  France,  the 
dupes  of  his  artifices  and  the  instruments  of  his 
power.  New  Orleans,  to  which  as  a  place  of  de- 
pobite  we  had  a  right  by  treaty,  was  occluded  by 
them,  and  we  were  deprived  of  this  right  to  our 
great  injury.  Spoliations  upon  our  commerce  to 
a  great  amount,  previously  to  this  time,  had  been 
committed  by  the  Spaniards,  and  compensation 
had  been  demanded  and  refused.  It  is  a  fact 
which  has  frequently  been  alluded  to  by  the  ma- 
jority in  our  debates,  and  not  denied  by  me  to  be 
true,  that  gentlemen  prominent  in  the  Federal 
party  were  for  doing  our  country  forcible  justice. 
They  were  for  seizing  New  Orleans,  and  repos- 
sessing themselves  of  rights  of  which,  in  violation 
of  good  faith,  they  had  been  deprived.  Upon 
this  occasion  the  Demostheuean  eloquence  of  a 
Morris  was  exerted  with  great  force,  in  the  first 
branch  of  our  Legislature,  to  excite  them  to  vin- 
dicate and  enforce  our  rights,  but  without  effect. 
We  were  then  told  that  it  was  anti-Republican, 
and  against  the  genius  of  our  Government,  to  go 
lo  war  for  foreign  conque.«t ;  that  no  considera- 
tion ought  to  induce  the  United  States  to  go  to 
war  for  fifty  years.  The  voice  of  complaint 
from  our  injured  citizens  was  heard  by  our  Gov- 
ernment, but  not  regarded.  The  Spaniards  were 
then  the  allies  of  ihe  French  ;  Spanish  insults 
and  injuries  were  submitted  to  with  tameness. 
Since  the  Spaniards  commenced  their  struggle 
to  rescue  their  country  from  the  French  bondage, 
what  has  been  the  conduct  ot  our  Government? 
It  has  been  reversed.  Instead  of  manifesting  that 
sympathy  which  ought  to  have  been  excited  for 
a  people  wuo  were  among  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge our  independence,  and  who  were  struggling 
for  their  own,  our  Government  assumed  a  hostile 
attitude.  The  Minister  of  Spam,  Mr.  Onis,  was 
not  accredited. 

The  policy  of  our  Government  towards  Spain, 
as  It  respects  her  American  p<js-iessions,  let  the 
members  of  the  twelfth  Congress  explain  what 
the  world  does  not  already  know.  In  a  contest 
like  that  between  France  and  Spain,  every  man 
of  sentiment  must  be  a  party  with  the  latter.  To 
me  it  is  not  a  subject  of  indifference  whether 
Spain  is  governed  by  the  monarch  of  her  choice, 
or  by  a  mere  puppet  of  a  King,  who  will  always 
act  in  conformity  to  the  views  of  the  tyrant  of 
Europe,  the  chief  juggler  behind  the  curtain. 
The  .sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Fohhyth)  upon  this  subject,  in  ray  mind, 
are  not  only  very  incorrect,  but  highly  reprehen- 
sible. 

The  coincidence  of  the  measures  of  our  Gov- 
ernment and  those  of  France,  for  many  years  past, 
must  have  been  the  effect  of  design  and  not  of 
accident.  Our  embargo  and  non-intercour.se  laws 
have  comported  exactly  with  the  French  Conti- 
nental system.  Whatever  has  been  prophesied  in 
France  has  come  to  pa>s  here.  The  footsteps  of 
Bonaparte  have  been  visible  in  all  the  paths  of 
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otir  Government.  The  acts  of  insolence  on  the 
part  of  France,  and  submission  on  the  part  of  our 
Administration,  are  without  number. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French,  assumed  the  right 
of  interfering  in  our  municipal  regulations,  and 
in  the  details  of  acts  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
our  nation.  Mr.  Barlow,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  of  the  16th  of  March,  1812,  says: 

"  The  Emperor  did  not  like  the  bill  we  have  wen 
before  Congress,  for  admitting  English  goods  con- 
tracted for  before  the  non-importation  law  went  into 
operation.  I  was  questioned  by  the  Duke  of  Bassano 
on  the  bill,  with  a  good  deal  of  point,  when  it  first  ap- 
peared ;  and  I  gave  such  clear  and  decided  explana- 
tions as  I  thought,  at  that  time,  would  remove  ail  un- 
easiness. But  I  have  since  heard  that  the  Emperor 
is  not  well  pleased.  If  Congress  had  applied  its  re- 
lieving hand  to  individual  cases  only,  and  on  p>er8onal 
petitions,  it  would  have  excited  no  suspicions." 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Barlow,  while  Minister  in 
France,  was  warmly  approved  by  the  President. 
Is  there  nothing  of  French  influence  manifested 
in  this  transaction?  Could  anything  show  it 
more  clearly  ?  Are  the  Legislature  of  our  coun- 
try, in  the  Hall  of  Liberty,  which  we  hear  so 
often  mentioned,  to  inquire  whether  •"  the  Em- 
peror likes  a  bill"  before  they  pass  it?  Many  of 
our  meritorious  citizens  who  were  entitled  to  the 
consideration  of  our  Government  would  have 
been  ruined  h.id  they  not  been  permitted  to  im- 
port goods  contracted  for  before  the  passing  of  the 
noo-importation  act.  Not  to  have  a  general  pro- 
vision. Out  to  have  driven  them  to  a  personal  pe- 
tition, would  have  been  unjust  and  cruel  to  them, 
as  well  as  base  and  servile  in  our  Government. 
Our  Minister  submits  to  be  "questioned  with  a 
good  deal  of  point,"  to  make  ''explanations." 
tries  to  remove  "  uneasiness"  on  the  part  of  the 
Emperor,  but  after  all  this.  he.  the  Emperor,  "was 
not  well  satisfied."  Had  Champagny  then  told  hs 
that,  with  reference  to  France.  "  we  were  less 
free"  than  the  colony  of  Jamaica  were,  as  it  re- 
spects England,  it  would  have  been  too  true  ;  and 
he  might  have  added  the  other  epithets  which  he 
applied  to  us  on  another  occasion,  that  we  were 
'•without  honor  and  without  energy." 

As  it  respects  the  Berlin  and  .Milan  decrees,  our 
Government  submitted  lo  take  the  lead  in  chang- 
ing the  state  of  things  between  the  two  countries, 
when,  by  a  solemn  act  of  legislation,  we  had  com- 
mitted ourselves  on  the  subject  of  France  being 
in  the  wrong,  and  bound  to  take  the  first  step. 
Insults  to  our  national  honor  and  injuries  to  our 
national  interest  have  been  submitted  to  patiently, 
when  France  has  been  the  aggressor.  But  thank 
God  we  have  reason  to  hope  there  is  an  end  of 
the  excess  of  French  power,  and  that  French 
influence  in  our  councils  will  cease  with  it. 

2d.  That  the  views  and  designs  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, much  internal  evidence  arises  frorn  the  meas- 
ures which  they  adopted.  The  embargo  was  a 
perpetual  law.  Against  the  will  of  the  President, 
and  little  more  than  one-third  of  the  Senate,  it 
could  not  be  repealed,  and  commerce  revived. 
War  was  declared  without  such  indications  to 
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our  commercial  citizens  as  would  induce  them 
to  I. ring  home  their  property  from  abroad.  The 
non-intercourse  law  was  continued,  which  put  it 
out  of  their  power  to  withdraw  their  funds 
from  the  enemy's  country.  Everything  which 
was  done  or  omitted  was  calculated  to  destroy 
our  merchants  and  commercial  capital.  The 
gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  as  the  leader 
of  the  dominant  party,  is  the  enemy  of  commerce; 
considers  great  cities,  the  concomitant  of  com- 
merce, as  "'great  sores"  on  the  body  politic,  and 
the  tillers  of  the  earth  as  God's  chosen  people. 
He  wishes  to  see  the  agriculturist  and  the  me- 
chanic by  the  side  of  each  other,  and  that  the 
place  which  now  knows  merchants  should  know 
them  no  more. 

3d.  That  it  was  intended  by  the  Administra- 
tion to  change  the  form  of  Government. 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mazzei,  the  ties 
of  our  Government  were  spoken  of  as  Lilliputian, 
and  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  our  country. 
I  believe  this  impression  prevails  with  many  gen- 
tlemen high  in  the  consideration  of  that  class  of 
the  people  who  now  constitute  the  majority.  If 
they  believe  that  our  Government  is  too  feeble, 
that  its  ties  are  Lilliputian,  would  it  not  be  of 
course  that  they  would  attempt  to  make  them 
stronger  ?  If  this  were  their  design,  what  course 
could  have  been  taken  more  apt  than  the  one 
pursued?  If  I  were  one  of  the  Administration, 
and  this  end  was  in  view,  no  means  better  adapted 
to  that  end  could  present  themselves.  A  mili- 
tary force  would  be  indispensable.  A  naval  one 
would  not  answer.  A  hundred  thousand  seamen 
would  not  endanger  the  liberties  of  this  country, 
or  assist  in  overturuing  the  Government,  in  as 
great  a  degree  as  one  half  the  army  would, 
which  this  appropriation  is  designed  to  raise  and 
supply.  To  raise  an  armed  force  has  ever  been 
the  favorite  measure  of  those  who  have  medi- 
tated a  revolution  in  their  country.  When  I 
see  a  man,  or  a  party  of  men,  treading  in  the  foot- 
steps of  those  who  have  gone  before  ihem,  I  con- 
clude that  they  aim  at.  and  will  arrive  at.  the 
same  end.  What  better  pretext  could  be  fur- 
nished for  raising  an  army,  than  a  war  with  Eng- 
land and  an  invasion  of  Canada  ?  W^hen  the  idea 
prevailed  that  the  conquest  of  Canada  was  to  be 
the  work  of  but  a  few  short  days,  it  was  generally 
said  by  the  friends  of  Administration,  and  often 
by  men  holding  high  rank  in  the  Array,  that 
from  the  conquest  of  Canada  they  would  return 
and  put  down  Federal  opposition.  All  opposi- 
tion could  easily  be  called  by  this  name,  and  be 
subjected  lo  the  same  fate.  If  the  object  of  the 
war  was  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,  the  seat  of  it 
would  be  on  the  ocean,  where  they  are  violated. 
Instead  of  expending  millions  upon  the  land  to  no 
purpose,  we  should  have  employed  our  funds  in 
building  shins  to  meet  our  enemy  on  the  ocean, 
where  she  alone  can  be  met  lo  any  effect.  Can 
any  measure  be  more  preposterous  than  attempt- 
ing to  enforce  your  rights  on  the  ocean  by  attack- 
ing a  detached,  unimportant  territory,  which,  if 
taken,  would  not  distress  your  enemy,  or  compel 
her  to  do  justice?     Nc  man  can  believe  that  if 
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S'3.Dada  was  taken,  our  enemy  would  abandon 
^le  principle  for  which  she  contends.  We  must 
•tven,  in  carder  to  euforce  what  is  consider'^d  the  I 
tijhts  of  j^aturalized  seamen,  resort  to  the  ocean 
mlTlast.  A  war  mast  be  wa^ed  which  would  be 
ii)verraina'<)le,  or  end  possibly  in  our  defeat  and 
^iiigrace  j-our  seacoasls  be  laid  waste;  thousands 
5  our  ciiizens  slain,  and  tens  of  thousands  re- 
cced to  poverty  and  wretchedness.  No  Adrain- 
V  ifration  v*ould  subject  our  country  to  all  the 
joiseries  of  this  war,  for  no  other  purpose  than 
lli|.'  vindication  of  the  rights  of  naturalized  sea- 
fatfn,  when  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Govern- 
Jntnt  of  (^ur  country.  Some  other  object  must 
*,»ve  beep. in  view. 

r  I'Thesei  tippreheasions  may  be   viewed  as   the 
•  figariesor  wanderings  of  a  jealous,  perhaps,  dis 


Una  (Mr.  Lowndes)  has  undertaken  to  show  that 
the  British  Ministry  do  not  properly  appreciate 
the  right  of  impressment,  and  that  the  exercise  of 
It  on  the  high  seas  is  of  no  importance  to  Ihem ; 
that  almost  the  whole  commerce  of  this  country 
is  directly  with  England,  and  that,  of  course,  tak- 
ing her  seamen  in  her  own  purls,  and  in  the  nar- 
row seas,  furnishes  her  with  all  the  chance  to  re- 
possess herself  of  them,  which  she  would  have  if 
she  exercised  the  right  of  taking  them  on  the 
high  seas,  and  thereby  exposed  our  ships  to  great 
and  unnecessary  risk.  I  shall  leave  these  gentle- 
men to  settle  which  is  wrong,  or  to  show,  if  they 
can,  that  both  are  right.  How  the  whole,  or  al- 
most the  whole,  commerce  of  our  country  has 
been  swept  from  the  ocean  on  its  way  to  France, 
when  it  js  not  destined  to  go  there,  but  almost  ex- 


npered  mind.     But  to  them  who  think  there  is  '  clusively  lo  England,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  con- 


dangtr,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  moment 
security  is  the  most  faial.  All  the  Republics 
jMgaich  have  gone  before  us  have  lost  their  Iiber- 
li.^'S,  and  the  people,  ever  honest,  and  believing 
iljeir  dedelvers  to  be  so,  have  prepared  the  shackles 
!f(,r  iheni^elves.  I  fear  we,  like  them,  shall  not 
'jf,*e  our  (ganger  until   it   is   too  late  to  avert  it. 


ceive 


Much  has  been  said  upon  the  subject  of  oppo- 
sition, oo  the  part  of  the  minority,  to  the  will  and 
the  measures  of  the  majority;  and  we  have  been 
admonished  lo  pause  and  consider  the  dangerous 
consequences  which  must  result.  Sir,  an  oppo- 
sition to  wrong  measures  is  always  right,  and  it 


J-Wlay  we  ^arn  wisdom  from  what  they  have  suf-  '  ought  to  be  continued  while  those  measures  are 
><>red.  From  the  declaration  of  this  war,  unless  ]  persevered  in.  Some  gentlemen,  apparently  wish- 
»peace  is  the  fruit  of  the  pending  negotiation.  I  ;  ing  for  a  union  of  parties,  have  invited  the  mi- 
^fiar  the  downfall  of  American  liberty  may  be  '  nority  to  coalesce.  Sir.  no  man  more  cordially 
ted.  I| -do  not, -tr,  believe  that  the  majority  ap- I  wishes  an  end  of  party  di:>tinctions  than  I  do. 
V'ehend  )hat  they  are  ministering  to  sucii  an  end.  There  is  something  in  the  pride  and  obstinacy  of 
ut  I  a^^  gentlemi>n  to  consider  what  has  taken  |  party  spirit  which  wars  against  the  public  good, 
ace  io^"our  timo,  and  what  they  have  read  in  i  It  is  iiij'  wish  thai  it  was  annihilated.  When 
A\^Q  histojry  of  other  times.  We  have  seen  the  |  Mr.  Jeflerson's  inaugural  speech  appeared.  I  was 
ILegislatire  of  France  turned  out  of  the  Hall  of'  delighted.  I  had  the  pleasing  impression,  that 
jLiberty  hy  a  military  force,  which  it  had  nur-  :  although  he  got  into  power  by  bringing  into  dis- 
> 1  -_  .  vi:.r-j      II'-  1 1  :_  l: repute  men  whom  I  esteemed  more  highly  than 

himself,  yet,  now  he  was  in  place,  he  would  ad- 
minister the  Government  as  his  speech  indicated, 
and  ought  to  have  support.  VVould  to  God  it 
had  been  so!  If  gentlemen  uf  the  majority  wish 
for  a  coalition,  I  ask  them  to  consider  that  we 
differ  no  more  from  them  than  they  do  from  us  ; 
that  it  is  easier  to  pass  from  wrong  to  right,  and 
from  error  to  truth,  than  the  reverse.  Are  gen- 
tlemen of  the  majority  sure  they  are  right?  Have 
the  minority  no  claims  to  their  consideration? 
By  llieir  fruits  all  men  and  all  parties  are  known. 
Let  Federal  and  what  is  called  Republican  meas- 
ures be   tested   by  this — the  fairest  of  all  rules. 


^tured  an.j  establi.^Jied.    We  have  read  in  history  - 
^ihat  the  ;^ame  was  done  in  England  in  the  days  , 
^f  Croorwell.     However  secure  gentlemen  may  • 
*?feel  in  their  seats,  it  is  not  impossible  they  may 
^vitness  the  reaciipn  of  the  same  scenes  here,  and 
(■tfiat  ihr  military  force,  which  they  now  vote  to  ! 
•jraise.  w'fthout  be'ng  able  to  render  any  reason, 
f.niay  ereilong  put  an   end  to  their  existence  as 

'Itgislatws.     Executive  patronage  and  Executive 

■influenQi*  are   tru^y  alarming.     Important  mili- 

itary   bi(I^,  and   other   bills   deeply  affecting    the 

^rights  of  persons,  are  passed  into  laws,  without 
^amendnVeni  or  alteration,  again>t  unanswerable 
Creasons  ^hy  they  ought  not  to  pa.ss,  merely  be- 

^  cause  thf  Executive  or  the  head  of  a  department  ,  During  the  Presidency  of  Washington,  the  ad 

i4has  sugc^e.-ted  that  they  were  necessary,  without    ministration  of  the  government  of  our  country 

'"'' assigning  any  reason  why  they  are  so.  \  was  attended  with  embarrassments  and  diflicul- 


k 


ties,  greater  than  have  been  known  at  any  period 
of  her  history.  He  had  to  steer  our  ship  on  the 
margin  of  whirlpools.  Let  any  man  look  into 
bis  own  circumstances  and  prospects,  and  those 


\     1  hnvt!  been  not,  a  little  amused  at  the  inconsist 
>incy  of  rhe  grounds  taken,  and  the  remarks  made, 
^  py  diffeti,"nt  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  who  have  , 

(aken  aj)art  in  the  debate  on  this  and  its  kindred 

bills.  The  gemleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nel-  of  his  neighbors  then  and  at  this  time,  and  what 
•8  *'*^^')  '"^  speaking  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coun-  a  deterioration  he  will  find  has  taken  place  I  Let 
Jtil,  reu?arkcd,  that  under  them  our  commerce  ■  him  look  into  the  affairs  of  our  country,  and  what 
Stiad  been  swept  from  the  ocean;  and  one  would  an  awful  reverse!  From  a  proud  eminence  he 
J  iiave  sofposed  from  his  suggestions  that  of  our'  will  find  we  have  been  .strangely  precipitated, 
f  tnany  .<;^ips  whtch  went  to  sea,  but  few  escaped.  .  without  necessity  or  apology,  into  the  depths  of 
i  ^0  vesjili  were  iho  subject  of  the  operation  of,  poverty  and  di>grace.  When  I  reflect  what  my 
fcjthese  ofders  excepting  those  which  were  bound  ^  country  might  have  be^-a  had  .she  availed  herself 
^fto  France.   Another  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 1  of  her  advantages  and  resources  and  applied  them 
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properly;  and  when  I  consider  what  she  now  is, 
my  patience  i?  exhausted — my  indignation  can- 
not be  restrained. 

It  is  suppo.«ed  by  gentlemen  that  the  object  of 
the  Opposition  is  to  oust  the  present  incumbents 
from  power,and  get  into  place  themselves.  What- 
ever intemperate  expressions  may  have  been  ut- 
tered by  ardent  men,  tending  to  excite  such  a  be- 
lief, I  can  say  with  great  sincerity,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Sheffey.)  I  have 
DO  such  views  nor  warm  wishes;  nor  do  I  believe 
that  it  enters  into  "the  scope  of  the  policy"  of 
those  whom  I  have  the  honor  immediately  to  rep- 
resent. Let  us  have  a  Government  purely  Ameri- 
can— a  Government  by  which  the  power  of  the 
whole  will  be  exerted  to  preserve  the  rights  and 
protect  the  interest  of  all  the  parts — and  we  care 
not  what  Americans  administer  it.  When  this 
is  not  the  case,  a  Government  is  the  worst  of  fac- 
tions. In  the  Eastern  States  we  have  loo  much 
reason  to  say  '"such  things  are."  In  the  course 
of  debate  many  unfounded  charges  of  propensity 
to  rebellion  have  been  made  against  the  citizens 
of  Massachusetts.  But,  with  all  the  examples  of 
rebellion  which  she  has  bad  set  her,  resistance 
does  not  enter  into  her  policy  ;  though  a  tempe- 
rate, manly,  determined  spirit,  will  not  on  any 
occasion  be  wanting.  Nothing  but  the  extreme 
of  suffering,  and  a  thorough  conviction  that  the 
purposes  for  which  Government  is  instituted 
cannot  be  obtained,  will  drive  her  lo  resistance. 
They  have  been  charged  with  a  design  lo  sever 
the  Union,  and  insinuations  of  this  description 
have  issued  from  a  quarter  whence  they  were 
little  to  have  been  expected.  Sir,  let  suggestions 
and  intimations  of  this  kind  be  propagated  by 
whom  they  will,  in  what  manner  they  may  be, 
and  for  whatever  purpose.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
repel  them  as  unjust  and  unfounded.  Such  are 
not  the  views  of  the  Federalists  of  Massachusetts. 
They  cling  to  the  Union  as  the  rock  of  their  sal- 
vation, and  will  die  in  defence  of  it.  provided 
they  have  an  equality  of  benefits.  But  every- 
thing has  its  ••  hitherto."  There  is  a  point,  be- 
yond which  subml^slon  would  be  a  crime.  God 
grant  that  we  may  never  arrive  at  this  point. 

Allusions  have  often  been  had  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  to  the  temper  and  feeling  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  stale  of  party  in  Massachusetts,  and  gen- 
tlemen have,  with  much  composure  and  philoso- 
phy, viewed  and  compared  their  strength,  and 
inferences  have  been  drawn  against  the  success 
of  those  who  have  been  driven  almost  to  resist- 
ance. The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  For- 
syth) seems  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  the 
Southern  States,  in  the  event  of  an  explosion  in 
the  Eastern,  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  stand 
by  with  composure  and  witness  the  destruction 
of  that  parly  who  are  the  opposers  of  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war.  Instead  of  contemplating  this 
subject  with  the  coldness  of  the  gentleman,  1  turn 
from  it  with  horror.  A  contest  once  begun,  God 
only  can  tell  how  or  when  it  would  end.  All 
parts  of  the  United  States  will  be  involved  in 
one  common  fate;  and  it  deserves  some  consid- 
eration from  that  gentleman,  ihat  victory,  in  the 


history  of  the  world,  has  never  trarelled  to  the 

Norih.  If  the  gentleman  properly  appreciated 
the  effects  of  such  remarks — if  he  regards  the 
peace  and  ])rosperity  of  the  country — he  would 
suppress  them.  When  a  pile  is  prepared  and 
a  tram  laid,  it  requires  but  little  to  kindle  it 
and  cause  an  explosion.  Such  are  the  character 
of  the  laws  which  have  been  enacted,  and  the 
temper  and  spirit  with  which  they  have  been 
passed,  as  to  create  great  excitement.  Statutes, 
which  consign  lo  poverty  and  ruin  thousands  of 
people,  are  enacted,  apparently,  without  remorse 
or  regret.  Insult  added  to  injury  will  not  long 
be  endured. 

The  disappointments  and  the  suffering  of  the 
citizens  of  Massachusetts  have  been  great,  and 
they  have  been  borne  with  a  patience  without 
example  in  the  United  State-.  No  opposition  is 
so  heavy  as  that  which  is  inflicted  by  the  perver- 
sion or  exorbitancy  of  legal  authority.  They 
who  pretend  to  no  right,  but  rely  on  force,  by 
force  may  be  repelled  and  punished.  But  when 
plunder  bears  the  name  of  legal  seizure,  and  rob- 
bery IS  perpetrated  by  judicial  sentence,  though 
virtue  and  patriotism  may  shrink  from  an  alliance 
with  rebellion,  for  a  time,  yet  the  oppressor  will 
not  always  be  secure  in  the  robes  of  the  magis- 
trate. The  natural  consequence  of  injury  is  re- 
sentment, and  a  disregard  of  right  often  produces 
a  resistance  to  right  itself. 

Two  of  my  colleagues,  who  have  preceded  rae 
in  this  debate,  having  noticed  the  obnoxious  allu- 
sions to  my  worthy  predecessor,  I  shall  content 
myself  with  remarking,  that  his  integrity,  bis 
dome.stic  and  private  virtues,  and  bis  patriotism 
and  public  character  are  such,  as  to  place  him 
beyond  the  reach  of  slander,  or  the  need  of  praise; 
and  I  shall  leave  the  public  to  judge,  whether  he. 
or  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth,) 
who  made  an  attack  upon  him  in  his  absence, 
best  merit  the  epithet.  "  recreant  spirit,"  which  he 
applied.* 

When  Wr.  Ward  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Macon,  ol  North  Carolina,  made  a  speech 
of  great  length,  replying  to  gentlemen  in  opposi- 
tion, particularly  two  of  his  colleagues,  on  topics 
introduced  into  the  recent  debate. 

At  a  late  hour  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote — for  the  bill  82,  against  it  38,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  .Alexander,  Alston.  Archer,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappel.  Clark,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Denoyelles. 
Deaha,  Duvall,  Eppeg,  Farrow,  Findley.  Fuk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York.  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin.  (Jriffin,  Grundy.  Hall,  Harris. 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Inj^ham,  Irving,  Jack- 
son of  \  irginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferta,  Lowndes, 
Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 


'  •  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his  speech,  used  the  term  "  recreant 
I  spirit,''  which  it  was  understood,  by  many  gentlemen, 
I  he  meant  to  apply  to  Mr.  Quincy.  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his 
{  explanation,  said  he  made  no  such  application. 
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elMn,    Newton,  P«rker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
.^_  of  Pvanaylvani*,  Rhea  of  Tennesgee,  Rich,  Ring- 
lilJ,  Roa^o,  Roberta<)n,  Sage,  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith 
Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Ward 
New    Jersey,     Whitehill,    Williams,    Wood,    and 
ancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 

joyd,  Br»ubury,    Breckcnridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 

:   /jUey,  Cpi,    Culpcper,   Ely,    Gcddes,    Goldsborough, 

;   i,fO«veno»,.Hale,  Hopkins  of  New  York,  King  of  Ma»- 

-ichuselt^,    Lewis,   i^ovett,    Markell,    Miller,    Moffitt, 

\  1«jseley,  Uakley,  Pearson,  Post,  John  Reed,  Sheffey, 

j^erwood-,  Stanford,. Sturges,  Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of 

1  l^ssachu^tts,  Wht*ton,    White,  Wilson  of   Massa* 

•  ijusetts,  »ttd  Winte^. 

'%•  Monday,  March  7. 

^  Aaotbt-f  member  to  wit :  from  Kentucky.  Rich- 

j|ttD   M.  JoHNSO.N.  appeared,    was  qualified,  and 

C.';ok  his  ?fat. 

Mr.  In^ersoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
udiciary,  reported  a  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of 
oraraen*:ii)g.  prosecnting.  and  deciding,  contro- 
ersies  btiween  two  or  more  States;  which  was 
ra^  twice  and  conpraitled  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Vhole.  . 

■  The  House  resolived  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
i\e  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
"sands,  Lte  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port 
f  New  York.  The  bill  passed  through  without 
bjectioo;  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
hird  reaxliDg.  i 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

•  The  aujiual  appropriation  bill  for  the  support 
j  Govettiment,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
fie  Wh<>)ie,  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled 
,vith  the  various  appropriations  for  the  civil  list, 
^c,  was  reported  to  the  House.  The  question  on 
ifce  of  th'fr  Items  of  appropriation  was.  on  motion 
;{  Mr.  Bhielow.  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  viz  :  on 
tje  apprp^riaiion  of  $50,000  for  the  contingent 
\3cpenses  pf  foreign  intercourse.  On  concurrence 
i<ith  the;  lyommiltee  of  the  Whole  on  this  article 
4  the  bill,  the  vo^es  stood — for  concurrence  69. 
igainst  »t  52.  as  fallows: 
^  i'tis-^Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  .\very,  Barnett, 
«|rown,  C'bJdwell,  Cbappell,  Comstock,  Conard,  Craw- 
^..rd,  Creiphton,  Cruuch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
'^nia,  Deni)yelle8,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppea,  Evans, 
/Jarrow,  Kmdley,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
Ai,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Inger- 
(JU,  Inghnm,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky.  Kerr,  K;ershaw,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy, 
.cKee,  ."{(.vKim,  .M«rfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Ueasant*t  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
{ich,  Richardson,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Skinner, 
milh  ori'ennsylvania.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill, 
ay  lor,  'Krjfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
A'hitehilt  Williami,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright, 
'u\  Vanct  V. 

Nat s-»- Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
foyd,  Brji.lbury,  Br;igham,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cul- 
Sfper,  D-ivenport,  Pavis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey, 
Ijly,  Foriiry.  Gastcn,  Geddc*,  Goldsborough,  Hale, 
Mckson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
if  Massachusetts,  Law.  Lovett,  Markell,  Moffitt,  Mont- 
ijomery,  Mweley,  Oakley,  Pearson.   Pitkin,  Post,  Pot- 


ter, John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Shef- 
fey, Sherwood,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  MassachusetU,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

The  other  appropriations  were  permitted  to 
pass  without  opposition;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  reading. 

LAND  TITLES  IN  LOUISIANA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri ;  and  the  said  amendments  be- 
ing again  read,  they  were  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Hempstead,  by  striking  out  the  words  "two 
thousand  acres,"  and  inserting,  after  the  word 
"than,"  the  words,  "  the  quantity  of  acres  con- 
tained in  one  league  square." 

In  proposing  this  amendment,  Mr.  Hempstead 
addressed  the  Chair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments  on  the  motion  just  made.  It 
is  seldom,  sir,  that  I  intrude  any  remarks  on  any 
subject;  never,  except  on  what  immediately  re- 
lates to  the  affairs  of  the  Territory  I  represent. 
The  bill  now  under  consideration,  was  reported 
in  pursuance  of  resolutions  submitted  by  me  :  and 
it  may  therefore  be  necessary, at  this  time,  to  take 
a  general  view  of  the  situation  of  land  titles  in 
that  Territory.  The  detail  maybe  uninteresting 
to  the  House,  but,  as  it  is  of  the  first  importance 
to  my  constituents.  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for 
detaining  you.  I  have  given  the  subject  a  care- 
ful examination,  and  shall  now  proceed  to  state 
the  manner  in  which  it  presents  itself  to  my 
mind.  First,  whether  the  cession  of  a  country, 
by  one  Power  to  another,  ought  so  to  operate  as 
to  annul  or  destroy  the  title  of  an  individual  to 
his  lands,  whether  that  title  be  absolute  or  imper- 
fect. Second,  whether  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  land  claims',  have  operated 
to  annul  or  confirm  the  title.^  in  Missouri  Terri- 
tory ;  and,  thirdly,  whether  the  present  bill  will 
do  full  and  complete  justice  to  the  claimants. 

Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  first  point,  permit  me  to 
observe,  that  even  in  a  conquered  country,  indi- 
vidual property  is  usually  held  sacred.  The  con- 
quest would  not  operate  to  annul  or  destroy  the 
title  of  an  individual.  The  conqueror  acquires 
only  the  same  right  as  belonged  to  the  former 
jcovereign,  with  all  its  limitations  and  modifica- 
tions. He  lays  his  hands  on  the  possessions  of 
the  State,  on  what  belongs  to  the  public,  while 
private  persons  are  permitted  to  retain  theirs. 
They  suffer  but  indirectly,  even  by  war;  and  to 
them  the  result  is,  that  they  only  change  masters. 
This,  sir,  is 'Ibe  doctrine  of  eminent  writers  on 
national  law,  and  will  apply  with  more  reason 
and  greater  force  to  a  ceded  country. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  treaty  by  which  Lou- 
isiana was  ceded  to  the  United  States.  By  the 
first  article  of  that  treaty,  it  is  declared  that 
France  "  has  an  incontestable  right  to  the  do- 
main."    And.  in  the  second  article,  among  other 
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public  property,  the  '*  vacant  lands,"  not  the  lands 
of  individuals,  are  ceded.  The  third  article  guar- 
anties to  the  inhabitants  "the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
they  profess."  Here  it  is  seen,  that  the  national 
faith  is  pledged  to  the  performance  of  certain 
conditions.  The  words  are  positive,  the  promise 
unequivocal.  No  room  is  left  for  interpretation; 
and,  if  there  were,  any  interpretation  whatever, 
tending  to  change  the  nature  of  things,  (to  the 
prejudice  of  individuals.)  is  odious.  Penalties  are 
of  this  description  ;  and  it  is  less  contrary  to  equity 
not  to  give  to  a  proprietor  what  he  has  lost  by  his 
negligence,  than  to  strip  the  just  possessor  of  what 
lawfully  belonged  to  him.  What,  therefore,  the 
Spanish  Government  would  have  done  in  this 
respect,  had  no  change  taken  place,  the  United 
Slates  ought  now  to  do.  What  they  promised  to 
do,  we  ought  to  see  done.  The  change,  other- 
wise, would  be  for  the  worse,  and  the  stipulations 
in  the  treaty  would  be  unavailing. 

I  ask,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  the  Spanish 
Government  would  have  sanctioned  the  grants 
made  by  its  officers?  If  so,  they  ought  now  to 
be  sanctioned.  Indeed,  sir,  without  the  solemn 
stipulations  of  a  treaty  to  enforce  it,  policy  alone 
would  dictate  such  a  course.  Liberality  will  se- 
cure the  affections  of  those  you  have  made  a  part 
of  your  family;  it  will  root  old  attachments; 
while  a  more  rigid  plan  will  occasion  distrust  and 
dissatisfaction,  and  the  change  will  be  regretted 
as  injurious.  No  national  benefit  can  result  from 
this  rigor;  a  few  acre>  of  land  to  the  United 
Slates  are  nothing — but  taken  away  from  an  in- 
dividual, may  cause  distress  and  ruin.  Many  of 
them  are  strangers  to  your  language,  and  unac- 
quainted with  your  laws;  their  affections  ought 
not  to  be  estranged,  when  extending  justice  to 
them  will  secure  their  confidence.  Congress  have 
been  liberal  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  conquered 
country,  (I  refer  to  the  grants  of  land  made  lo  the 
heads  of  families  in  Illinois  in  1783.)  and  no  good 
reason  can  be  given  why  the  same  liberality 
should  not  be  manifested  to  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  peaceably  acquired. 

On  the  first  point,  then,  I  think  it  is  not  to  be 
controverted,  that  the  cession  of  a  country  by 
one  Power  to  another,  ought  not  so  to  operate  as 
to  annul  or  destroy  the  title  of  an  individual  to 
his  lands,  whether  that  title  be  absolute  or  im- 
perfect. 

Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  examine  whether  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  land 
claims  have  operated  lo  destroy  or  to  confirm 
lilies  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  permit  me  to  re- 
cur fur  a  moment  to  the  situation  of  Upper  Lou- 
isiana while  Spain  possessed  it.  In  the  year  1780, 
with  a  feeble,  thin,  and  scattered  population,  the 
country,  at  all  limes  exposed  lo  the  inroads  and 
insults  of  the  savages,  was  threatened  with  an 
attack  Irom  their  more  civilized  neighbors.  To 
strengthen  this  remote  frontier,  emigration  was 
invited.  Lands  were  of  uo  value  lo  the  Crown, 
and  liberal  donations  were  offered.  They  had 
the  greatest  abundance  lo  bestow  ;  they  some- 
times bestowed  abuodaaily.     Other  ioducetuents 


were  held  out.  No  taxes  were  imposed.  These 
inducements  did  increase  the  population,  and 
many,  who  had  suffered  from  conflicting  titles  in 
the  Western  States,  emigrated.  After  being  im- 
poverished, by  contesting  their  claims  with  indi- 
viduals, they  have  now  the  sad  prospect  of  a  more 
unequal  contest  \yith  their  Government,  for  what 
they  consider  their  own  properly. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  be  here  necessary  to  ad- 
vert to  a  few  facts,  respecting  the  cession  of  that 
country.  Spain  ceded  it  to  France  on  the  first 
day  of  October  1800.  France,  without  taking 
possession  of  it.  and  leaving  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment in  the  full  exercise  of  the  sovereignty,  cedes 
if  on  the  30ih  of  April,  1803,  to  the  United  Slates. 
This  treaty  was  ratified  on  the  21st  day  of  Octo- 
ber. 1803.  and  the  United  Stales  took  possession 
of  New  Orleans  the  20th  of  December,  in  the 
same  year,  and  of  Upper  Louisiana  the  10th  day 
of  March,  1804.  The  Spanish  officers  continued 
lo  discharge  their  official  duties  until  the  times 
last  mentioned.  Then,  sir.  the  operation  of  Span- 
ish laws  on  the  grants  before  made,  was  arrested 
by  the  transfer  of  the  country,  and  the  taking  pos- 
session of  it  by  ihe  United  Slates.  Then  the 
people  were  congratulated  in  proclamations  on 
being  united  to  a  free  people,  and  in  being  secure 
in  their  property.  Then  ihe  change  was  predicted 
as  advantageous;  and  then  what  the  Spanish 
Government  had  promised,  the  United  Stales 
were  to  perform.  Such,  no  doubt,  was  the  inten- 
tion, such  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Government. 
Sir.  let  us  see  what  measures  were  taken  to  effect 
this  desirable  object.  It  was  important  for  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  for  the  honor 
and  engagements  of  the  nation,  lo  begin  on  just 
and  equitable  principles;  because,  if  the  first  act 
was  erroneous,  the  diflliculties  would  be  increased. 
With  nations,  as  with  individuals,  the  first  step 
being  wrong,  it  is  afterwards  hard  to  gel  right. 
The  first  law  declares,  ••  thai  all  grants  for  lands, 
or  any  act  or  proceeding  towards  the  same,  after 
the  1st  day  of  October,  1800,  to  be,  and  to  have 
been  from  the  beginning,  null  and  void,  and  of  no 
effect  in  law  or  equity."  This  law,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  was  a  violation  of  every  principle,  either 
of  law  or  equity.  It  declared  that  which  had 
been  legally  commenced  under  another  Govern- 
ment, to  be  null  and  void.  It  made  void  the  law- 
ful proceedings  of  a  Power  in  the  just  exercise  of 
the  sovereignty.  Instances  have  often  occurred, 
where  what  had  been  lawfully  begun,  but  not 
completed,  has  been  sanctioned  and  acknow- 
ledged, especially  when  it  depended  on  the  per- 
formance of  conditions  which  subsequent  events 
had  made  it  impossible  to  perform  ;  but  never 
could  a  lawful  act  be  made  unlawful.  A  right 
once  vested  could  not.  without  any  fault  of  the 
claimant,  be  either  at  law  or  in  equity  divested. 
Such  a  principle  changed  the  nature  of  things, 
and  was  therefore  odious. 

The  second  law  pursued  the  same  error;  it  im- 
posed new  restrictions,  and  il  required  new  con- 
ditions. Sir,  the  most  meritorious  claimants  were 
the  most  rigidly  dealt  with.  One  of  the  condi- 
tions requisite  lo  obtain  a  grant,  was  cultivaiioa 
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of  Jands  in  the  cold  winter  month  of  December. 

'ijfi^e  laws  might,  with  as  much  reason,  have  re- 
<^ai>ed  that  no  confirmation  should  be  made  to  a 
F|4nchmanj  unless,  on  the  1st  day  of  October. 
liiU,  he  coijld  have  spoken  the  English  language, 
aij)  have  a  fixed  American  conditions  to  Span- 
im  grants. 

ii  the  sitme   law,  another  new.  and.  in   my 
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the  first,  and  two  thoosand  one  haodred  in  the 
last— will,  I  presume,  satisfy  the  House  that  full 
and  impartial  justice  has  not  been  done.  A  dis- 
tinct and  separate  examination  of  these  claims, 
by  Congress,  would  occupy  a  whole  session,  and 
that  would  ultimately  be  done  which  is  now  pro- 
posed.    If  other  proof  is  wanting  to  establish  the 

vw'lui  '7i   ■  T '   r^""  """'  •"    '"'    point,  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  not 

h^ible  opinion,  illegal  principle  was  introduced,  operated  to  confirm  the  titles,  it  is  found  in  the 
\<A  the  datv'  of  a  grant  should  not  be  conclusive.  ,  resolutions,  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  Ter- 
^<  bpeakwr  the   apts  of  foreign   Governments  |  ritory,  now  before  me. 

I&^e  themselves.  Even  the  decisions  of  foreign  i  It  now  only  remains  for  me.  Mr.  Speaker  to 
cjirts  are  Ci)nclu.<ivt;  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  It  !  consider  very  briefly  whether  the  present  bill  will 
i^waysprestimed  the  public  officers  act  with  do  full  and' complete  justice  to  the  claimants, 
irjagnty,  and  do  theu  duty  unless  the  contrary  During  the  ten  years  of  scrutiny  and  investicra- 
aAi»fars.  J  he  date  af  an  ofhcial  act  of  the  Presi-  \  tion.  few  have  made  improvements.  Many  fami- 
mighl  as  well:  be  questioned.     Besides,  in  |  lies,  despairing  of  obtaining  their  equitable  claims, 
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\\  raanorr  is  it  to  be  established  ?  The  Span 
i* ioflacers  fiave  left  the  country  ;  and,  if  you  do 
njilgive  faith  to  their  official  acts,  will  you  be- 
lii^e  their  inofficial  declarations?  Will  you  call 
aJpiiiness  Lc  prove  the  signature  of  the  officer? 
iaA  it  cannot  be  pretended. 
?f our  laws  were  rigid;  they  required  impossi- 
ilies.  BlU  rigid  laws  were  enforced  by  still 
^e  rigid  fnsiructioDs.  On  the  26th  of  March, 
Ifio,  tbe  persons  appointed  to  investigate  these 
c|»|ms  are  mstructed  that  "a  strict  adherence  on 
'  fii^ir  part  k>  the  letter  of  the  law.  leaving  to  Con- 
•.ri*)e3s  such, further  and  more  liberal  provisions  as 
•yiey  may  {hink  proper,  is  the  best  means  of  pre- 
'^vjnting  (Ije  dissatisfaction  which  disappointed 

t*^^pectaiions  would  otherwise  necessarily  pro- 
'«4ce."  Aiain,  on  the  7th  day  of  May.  1806.  the 
i^Uuction  fs  repeated.  "  that  they  must  adhere  to 
t^^letter  gt  the  law,  and  not  confirm  any  claim 
5  strictly;  embraced  by  its  provisions."  Mr. 
iaker.  it  ivas  an  almost  impossible  task  to  re- 
te  former  misshapen  steps,  so  as  to  remedy  the 
i^bnveni^fjces  which  had  resulted  ;  and  a  fifth 
aft,  with  more  liberal  provisions  in  favor  of  the 
<^>iin ants,  was  passed.  The  commissioners  were 
li^eborized  -o  confirm  "not  exceeding  one  league 
r.yiare."'  "With  general  laws,  applied  to  particu- 
\\^  cases,  With  rigid  instructions  to  govern  them. 
jcr{ice  couJ^  not  be  done.  The  same  law,  and 
tjjjeisarae  faj-ts,  ought  to  have  produced  the  same 
U|o>sion  in  every  part  of  Louisiana  :  justice  to 
{i^\  could  n:)t  be  injustice  to  another  in  the  same 
^i^aiion.  STet  your  laws  have  been  so  amended 
aefd  altered  by  ten  or  eleven  several  statutes,  that 
tjjj4difficultjes,  instead  of  being  diminished,  are 
Jwf  eased,  itje  confidence  of  the  people  is  weak- 
est J.  and  th^  'further  and  more  liberal  provis- 
i.>o«"  before", hinted  at  are  most  imperiously  called 

:  The  facl  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  people  of 
l^TerritQijy  from  which  I  come  are  in  a  worse 
iiiHation  in  fhis  respect  than  others.  The  gen- 
t'rman  on  iay  right  (Mr.  Robertson)  has  been 
i^aind  comipissioner  in  Louisiana,  and  I  can  safe- 
I'i;  appeal  tpihim  for  the  correctness  of  this  stale- 
li|ent.  Th<^  simple  fact,  that  there  are  a  greater 
%iinber  of  land  claims  in  the  late  Territory  of 
<|rleans  ih;\n  in  Missouri— and  there  only  six 
Ijjipdred  auJ  eight  claims  have  been  rejected  in 
^  ;  '  ■• 

a\ 


and  tired  of  the  uncertainty  attending  their  titles, 
have  abandoned  a  country  which  cannot  prosper 
without  the  fostering  aid  of  the  Government. 
And  if  the  delay  of  justice  has  not.  in  all  cases, 
been  equal  in  its  consequences  to  an  absolute  de- 
nial of  it,  still  it  has  caused  much  distress  and 
injury.  The  present  bill  will  quiet  the  apprehen- 
sions of  most  of  the  claimants;  and.  although  it 
will  neither  satisfy  nor  do  justice  to  all,  yet  it  will 
restore  that  confidence  which  has  been  much  im- 
paired, and  will  do  what  the  national  faith  is 
pledged  to  do.  These,  sir,  are  a  few  of  the  rea- 
sons which  induce  me  to  hope  the  motion  may 
prevail. 

The  said  amendments  were  then  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  bill  being  further  amended, 
it  wa:^  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate, '•  providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  was  read  the 
first  time;  and  the  question  was  staled,  that  the 
said  bill  be  read  the  second  time,  on  which  the 
House  adjourned. 


TcESDAV,  March  8. 

Mr.  Fi3K.  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  credentials  of  members  claim- 
ing seats  in  the  House;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  fur  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  in 
the  District  of  Coli^mbia  ;  which  was  r'ead  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  better  supply  and  organ- 
ization of  the  Army,  reported  the  same  with  sun- 
dry amendments,  which  were  read  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

FOREIGN  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  as  relates  to  these  mat- 
terf.  reported  the  following  bill: 
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A  bill  concerning  the  use  of  the  port*  and  harbors  of 

the  United  Stairs  by  foreign  vesaeU  of  war. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  allow  to  any  foreign  Power  or  Powers,  or 
their  subjects,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  amity  with  the 
United  States,  to  fit  out,  arm  and  equip  for  war,  public 
and  private  ships,  to  dispose  of  their  prizes,  and  pro- 
cure supplies  m  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  will  be  consistent  with  the  obligations 
of  the  United  States  to  other  Powers  m  amity  with  the 
United  StaU's  :  Vrovided,  however.  That  no  privilege 
allowed  in  any  such  case  bhall  be  continued  after  it 
shall  be  known  that  a  like  privilege  is  not  allowed  to 
American  armed  ships,  public  and  private,  in  the  porU 
and  market*  of  the  foreign  Power  to  which,  or  the  sub- 
jects of  which,  the  privilege  aforesaid  may  be  allowed 
in  the  American  ports  and  harbors. 

Sec.  2.  Re  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  take  adequate  bonds  with  sufficient  sureties  of  own- 
ers of  such  privateers,  and  to  adopt  such  other  regula- 
tions to  secure  the  due  performance  of  the  foregoing 
provision,  whenever  in  his  judgment  circumstances 
may  require  it. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISH. MENT. 
Mr.  Ingersoll.  of  Pennsylvania,  from  theselect 
committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  inquiry 
into  the  practicability  of  a  reform  in  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  reported  the  following  bill. 
A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  '•  An  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  UJlice  Establishment."' 
Be  it  enacted,  Ac,  That  all  postmasters  in  the  dis- 
tributing  post   offices,  and  in   all   incorporated  cities 
within   the  United  SUtes,   shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President  of  tlie  United   States,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate  ;  and  that,  from  and  af- 
ter the  first  day  of  .May  next,  no  person  shall  act  as 
such  posUnaster  within  the  United  States,  who  shall 
not  have  been  thus  first  nominated  and  ap{)ointed. 

Se(  .  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  postmas- 
ter shall  return  and  exhibit  quarter-yearly  to  the  Post- 
master General,  together  with  a  general  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  his  office,  a  particular  ac- 
count showing  the  number  of  clerk."!  employed  in  his 
office,  their  names  and  respective  compensations,  which 
said  accounts  shall  be  certified  by  the  oath  or  affirma- 
tion of  the  said  deputy  postmaster  respectively,  and  re- 
turned by  the  Postmaster  General,  together  with  his 
quarter-yearly  accounts,  into  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  3  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  contin- 
gent fund  whatever  shall  be  left  in  the  disposition  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  or  of  any  assistant  or  deputy 
jiostmaster  ;  but,  instead  thereof,  a  regular  quarter- 
yearly  acceunl  shall  be  kept  by  each  office  of  all  their 
expenses,  for  rent,  fuel,  sUtionery,  clerk  hire,  and  the 
same  and  every  other  charge  allowed  quarter-yearly 
out  of  the  funds  in  their  hands,  accounU  thereof  dis- 
tinguishing each  item,  certified  by  oath  or  affirmation, 
lieing  returned  by  each  deputy  postmaster  as  aforesaid 
to  the  Postmaster  General,  and  by  him  into  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  his  own 
accounts  quarter-yearly. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  assist- 
ant or  deputy  postmaster  shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
franking;  but  instead  thereof  shall  be  allowed  to  pay 


out  of  the  public  fund  in  his  hands,  and  charge  for  all 
letters  he  may  send  on  the  business  of  the  Post  Office 
EsUblishment :  provided  altvays.  That  the  amount 
thus  expended  be  returned  quarter-yearly,  together 
with  his  general  account,  and  as  a  part  of  the  same, 
verified  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  compensating  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, was  taken  up,  and,  having  been  once  read, 
the  question  was  stated.  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  lime  ? 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  same  on  the 
table,  but,  at  the  earnest  suggestion  of  Mr.  FisK 
of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Lattimore  of  Mississippi, 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Troip,  of  Georgia,  said  he  rose  with  great 
reluctance  to  move  to  reject  the  bill.  There  were 
only  two  considerations  which  could  induce  him 
to  depart  from  the  respect  due  to  another  branch 
of  the  Legislature  ;  either  that  a  measure  emana- 
ting from  it  was  unconstitutional  or  corrupt.  It 
was  because  this  measure  had  its  origin  in  cor- 
ruption he  moved  to  reject  the  bill.  When  I  say, 
sir,  that  this  measure  has  its  origin  in  corruption, 
I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  charging  cor- 
ruption on  the  Senate — all  I  mean  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying,  is,  that  this  measure  flows  from 
corruption,  as  a  stream  flows  from  its  source  ;  it 
flows  from  the  corrupt  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia,  of  1795.  The  bill  proposes  to  give  five 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  Yazoo  claimants.  The 
Yazoo  Legislature  sold  for  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars— Georgia  sold  to  the  United  States  for  one 
million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
only,  and  you  now  propose  to  give  five  millions 
to  the  claimants  to  compromise  their  claim.  How 
will  we  be  able  to  account  for  this?  How  will 
posterity  be  able  to  account  for  it?  Posterity 
will  say  that  these  claimants,  like  the  gods  of 
Milton,  carried  the  mountains  in  their  hands,  and 
wielding  the  fifty  millions  of  acres  under  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  have  carried  every- 
thing before  tliem. 

You  know  the  history  of  this  transaction,  sir. 
On  the  7th  of  January,  1795,  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia  sold  to  certain  individuals,  called  the 
original  grantees,  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land 
for  five  hundred  thousand  dollars— every  member 
who  voted  for  the  law.  except  one,  whose  name 
does  not  appear,  was  bribed  and  corrupted,  that 
IS  to  say,  was  interested  in,  and  the  party  to  the 
purchase.  On  the  13th  of  February,  1796,  the 
subsequent  Legislature  declared  the  corrupt  act 
null  and  void;  ordered  the  record  to  be  burnt, 
and  authorized  the  grantees  to  withdraw  the 
purchase  money.  The  convention  of  the  whole 
people  soon  after  confirmed  the  rescinding  act. 
On  the  same  day,  that  is  to  say  on  the  13ih  of 
February,  1796,  the  Yazoo  claimants  purchased 
from  the  original  grantees.  The  claimants  say 
that  they  a,'e  innocent  purchasers,  without  notice 
of  the  corruption— that  an  estate  vested  notwilh- 
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$^ding   the   corruption,  and  that  they  have  a 

f'  ^d  title  ai^ainst  you.  It  may  be  well  to  Observe 
|e  that  l$e  claimants  have  constantly  shifted 
Jrerouncl.  At  first  they  insisted  that  the  Yazoo 
%;^ol  1795J  was  a  fair  and  honest  act  of  legisla- 
tion. As  spon,  however,  as  the  report  of  your 
(|(yiimissio^ers,  which  exhibited  the  fraud  in  us 
liijedness,  ^rove  them  from  this  ground — they 
rjsjjsted  onf  the  ianocency  of  their  purchase. 
Hnven  fron^  this  ground,  they  throw  themselves 
fjiijyour  me»cy.  Do  not  believe,  sir,  that  thecor- 
T  ji|tion  in  Which  thfs  transaction  was  engendered 
\  iaj;  a  corriiption  of  any  ordinary  character;  it 
^^a,.  a  corrfcption  without  example  in  history; 
rAay  it  nevj'r  find  a  parallel  I  Not  merely  were 
i|je  corrupcj'd   corrupted  by  the  corrupters — the 


i|t<r  DrethT»^n.  Un  th 
o»i^iDal  gra-^Hees  allet 
l-wlhese  cla«manj^ — th 
pjper  for  thicir  land,  w 


corrupters  ciieated  the  corrupted — the  corrupters 
Cheated  one^  another,  and  the  corrupters,  as  they  [ 
s-iyj  cheatt)(|(  these  claimants.     The  members  of' 
t|eXpg's'at'»"'e  were  bribed  with  land  and  money :  : 
i|  »ome  in^rances  the  member  gave  his  vote. and 
tie  corrupi>.>r  withheld   the  bribe;  the  member! 
)JeJit  homc^-he  had  lost  his  character— he  had  { 
]^n  his  brity.  and  he  died  broken  hearted  in  the 
Ifisora  of  hU  family.     When  the  rescinding  Le-  ' 
{j^sjaiure,  i<ii  a  spirit  of  liberality  which  became  j 
ti«ifn,  decretd   that  the  original  grantees  might  ! 
\#i{hdraw  tSie  purchase  money,  on  producing cer-  j 
t^in  evideiMjp  of  their  having  made  the  deposite —  | 
•IpQh  a  scen««  of  fraud,  iniquity  and  depravity  was  | 
^liibited.  fl»-at  the  Governor,  familiar  as  he  had  | 
h^t^rx  with  ^uch  .scenes  but  a  short  time  before,  I 
^if^hed  and^ihut  the  doors  of  the  treasury  against  1 
rf:t|Ti.     Mei^'  concerned  in  this    transaction,  but  I 
V|tK)  had  no^  deposited  one  dollar,  by  perjury,  for- 
^r|r,  or  soer;;s  other  crime,  drew  thousands  from 
t|«  treasur;\' ;  those  of  the  speculators  who  had 
a|i4ially  pa'i/ii  the  money,  were  then  defrauded  by 
ift^r  brethren.     On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the 

?ge  that  they  were  cheated 
hat  the  claimants  gave  them 
Pv^per  lor  thicir  land,  which  paper  turned  out  good 
f|r*nothing.;    Thus,  sir.  you  see  this  Yazoo  trans- 
•  lion  is  a  ((ircle  of  ;raud.     It  no  doubt  had  a  be- 
jtfDing.  bu;  it  is  certainly  without  end,  unless 
y^t  consum*nate  it  by  this  measure. 
^  -is  good  fVrtune  will  have  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  this 
iitine  of  th»*  plainest  cases  that  can  be  presented 
t4  fhe  understanding.     The  claimants  either  have 
[cjaim.  or  rhey  have  not.     If  they  have  a  claim 
M   may  c  mpromiae  a  claim  ;  if  they  have  no 
(ia'ra.  you  cannot  compromise  no  claim.     If  they 
Iftve  a  claim,  it   is  a  claim  to  fifty    millions  of 
rr^s  of  land,  and  you  ought  to  give  it  to  them, 
id  -ay  no  oiore  about  it.     Could  you  entertain 
thought  tor  one  moment   to  avail  yourself  of 
lUr  power  to  do  wrong  and  injustice  to  these 
Impotent  iti.fividual.i  ?     Surely  no  man  will  have 
«|e  hardihotid  to  say  that  the  magnitude  of  the  '< 
'  -lira  oughl'io  weigh  one  tittle  in  thescaleof  jus-  j 
(ft.     Tbe:,;lairaarit:s  either  have  a  title  of  fifty  I 
illious  oflcres,  or- they  have  not  a  tide  to  a  | 
jua'e  fooi..     How   do    they  derive    the    title?] 
^om  the  original  grantees.     How  do  the  origi-  ' 
^  grantees  derive  title  ?     From  the  Yazoo  Le- 
454ature  oi  m.     Their  title,  therefore,  must  de- 1 


I  pend   on   the  validity  or  invalidity  of  the  Yazoo 
act  of  the  I^egislature  of  Georgia — it  can  depend 
on  nothing  else.     If  the  Yazoo  act  was  a  good  and 
valid  act,  an  estate  vested  in   the  original    gran- 
tees;    the   grantees    passed    the    estate    to    these 
claimants,  and    the  claimants   have  a  good  title 
against  you.    If  the  Yazoo  act  wasa  null  and  void 
act,   no  estate   vested    in   the  original  grantees; 
if  no  estate  vested  in  the  original  grantees,  they 
could  pass  none  to  these  claimants,  and  if  no  es- 
tate passed  to  these  claimants,  on  what  pretence 
;  can  they  stt  up  the  title  against  you  ?     Are  the 
I  Congress  of  the  United  States  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Yazoo  act,  notwithslanding'the  corrup- 
tion of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  was  a 
good  and  valid  act?     That  ii  divested  the  public 
property  out  of  the  people  and  vested   it  in  the 
I  grantees?      Are   the    Congress   of    the    United 
Slates  prepared  to  say,  that  the  Representatives 
of  a  free  and  virtuous  people  may  fraudulently 
and  corruptly  betray  that  people,  and  barter  their 
rights,  and  that  the  people  are  without  remedy. 
That  an  estate  did  vest  by  the  Yazoo  act,  which 
could   not    be  divested    by  any  subsequent   act ! 
Sir.  it  is  impossible.     This  doctrine  is  too  mon- 
strous to  be  entertained  by  a  moral  people,  who 
love  liberty — it  strikes  at  all  virtue,  at  all  morali- 
ty— it  overturns  Republican  Goverument.     You 
cannot,  you  dare  not.  sanctify  this  doctrine.     If 
you  dare,  one  or  two   things    must  happen  ;  the 
people  are  ready  to  approve  it,  or  they  are  not — 
if  they  are,  they   have  lost   their  virtue,  and  we 
must  seek  shelter  under  despotism  ;  if  they  are 
not,  you  will  go  out  and  other  men  will  come  in. 
Not  thegenilemen  on  the  othersideof  theHouse — 
they  never  can  come  in — men  will  come  in  who 
will   discountenance   corruption,  cherish   virtue, 
and  preserve  the  principles  of  the  Government, 
pure  and  uncorrupted.     I  address  myself  to  the 
Republican  party  ;  let  them  remember  how  they 
came    into    power.     The    Federalists    had    been 
charged   with    monarchical    attachments;   with 
cherishing    corrupt    principles   of  Government. 
The  people  believed  it.     They  said  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  safe  in   such  hands — they  turned 
them  out.      You    succeeded.     The    people  said 
to   you — take  this  sacred  trust.     Do  your  duty 
faithfully;  preserve  the  principles  of  this  happy 
Government  pure  and  uncorrupted,  and  be  ready 
to  hand  it  over  to  your  successors  whenever  you 
shall    be   required,   more   pure  and  uncorrupted 
than  when  you  received  it.     Will  you  do  so  when 
you  have  decreed  that  the  Representatives  of  the 
people    may  corruptly    divest   the  estate   of  the 
people,  and  that  they  are  without  remedy  ?     Yet. 
sir,  this  you  must  do  the  moment  you  decide  to 
compromise  this  claim.     But  you  have  no  reason, 
no  motive,  no  apology,  for  thus  deciding.     I  will 
take  away  from  every  unprejudiced  man  in  the 
country  every  pretext,  every  apology   for  com- 
promising  this  claim.     I  insist  that  the  Yazoo 
Legislature  had  no  Conslilutional  power  to  sell 
the  land. 

1st.    I  contend   that   the    Legislature  had   no 
Constitutional  power  to  sell. 

2d.  Thai  if  they  had  Constitutional  power  to 
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sell,  they   could  not   sell   fraudulently  and  cor-  ! 
rupily. 

3d.  That  if,  notwithstanding  the  fraud  and 
corruption,  an  estate  did  vest  in  the  original 
grantees,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  these  claimants  having  notice  of  the  {raud, 
are  parties  to  it,  and  without  title  in  law  or 
equity. 

There  is  no  power  given  in  the  Constitution  of 
Georgia,  and  without  an  express  grant  of  pow- 
er the  Legislature  cannot  possess  it.  This  is 
the  doctrine  distinctly,  clearly,  and  unanimously 
maintained  by  the  writers  on  public  law.  The 
reasons  on  which  it  is  founded  are  as  distinctly 
given.  The  people  are  seized,  collectively  and 
individually,  of  the  public  territory — it  cannot  be 
taken  from  them  without  their  consent — it  can- 
not be  taken  from  them  without  their  express 
consent — consent  shall  not  be  implied.  1st,  be- 
cause the  power  to  sell  the  public  domain  is  not 
a  power  incidental  or  necessary  to  the  power  of 
legislation.  2dly,  because  it  is  loo  important  a 
power  to  be  derived  by  implication  or  construc- 
tion. Not  only  is  this  the  universal  doctrine  of 
the  publicists,  of  Grotius,  Puflendorf,  Vattel,  Bur- 
lamaqui,  and  others,  but  it  is  the  doctrine  to 
which  all  our  political  institutions  have  con- 
formed. In  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  constitutions  of  the  States,  you  see 
the  doctrine  clearly  recognised.  In  the  Consti- 
tution of  ihe  United  Slates  it  is  said  '"Congress 
shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  concerning  the  pub- 
lic property." — Why  was  ihis  power  expressly 
granted?  Because  the  Convention  knew  that  if 
not  expressly  granted  it  could  not  be  derived  by 
implication  or  construction.  So,  in  the  State 
constitutions,  the  doctrine  is  recognised:  '-the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain  being  in 
the  people,  cannot  be  taken  from  them  without 
their  consent."  I  know  it  may  be  said  that  there 
is  a  difference  between  the  United  Slates  and 
State  constitutions,  in  the  character  of  their  pow- 
ers— that  in  the  United  Stales  Constitution  all 
gowers  not  delegated  are  reserved — that  in  the 
llate  constitutions  all  powers  are  delegated  but 
those  which  are  reserved.  This  is  true,  but  by 
all  powers  is  meant  only  all  ordinary  powers,  all 
powers  that  are  essential  and  necessary  or  inci- 
dental to  the  general  power  of  legislation  ;  extra- 
ordinary powers,  powers  not  essential  to  the  gen- 
eral power  of  legislation,  are,  even  in  the  States, 
retained  by  the  people,  and  cannot  be  divested  out 
of  them  without  their  express  consent.  This 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain  is  an  ex- 
traordinary power;  for,  say  the  publicists  one 
and  all,  this  power  is  so  essentially  in  the  people, 
that  even  under  the  violent  Governments  of 
Europe,  the  despot  has  no  power  to  dispose  of 
the  public  domain  without  the  express  consent 
of  the  people.  I  know  too  it  will  be  said  that 
the  Stale  Legislatures  have  in  some  instances 
disposed  of  the  public  property  without  an  ex- 
press grant  of  power  to  warrant  it.  I  answer  that 
in  every  such  instance  the  Legislature  was  guilty 
of  usurpation,  and  the  people  not  bound — that  if 


the  people  pleased  to  yield  a  tacit  acquiescence, 
well  and  good — they  did  so  because  their  atten- 
tion had  not  been  called  to  the  usurpation  by  a 
flagrant  and  palpable  corruption — but  will  you 
believe  that  if  in  any  such  instance  the  usurpation 
had  been  coupled  with  a  notorious  corruption  of 
their  Representatives,  they  would  not  have  re- 
sisted— that  they  would  not  have  risen  in  mass, 
as  did  the  people  of  Georgia,  to  put  down  the 
corruption  and  the  corrupted? — a  people  who 
would  not,  must  have  lost  their  virtue  and  been 
ready  for  a  tyrant.  I  say.  therefore,  the  Yazoo 
Legislature  of  Georgia  had  no  power  to  sell  the 
public  property. 

But  if  the  Legislature  had  Constitutional  power 
to  sell,  it  could  not  sell  fraudulently  and  corruptly. 
Do  you  ask  proof  of  this? — fraud  and  corruption 
vitiate  every  act,  render  it  null  and  void  ab  initio; 
no  contract,  no  obligation,  can  grow  out  of  it. 
The  powers  granted  by  the  people  to  their  Legis- 
latures, are  granted  in  confidence  that  they  will 
be  fairly  and  honestly  exercised.  What  would 
you  think  of  the  declaration  of  a  constitution, 
••  the  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  honestly  ex- 
ercised?" would  you  not  consider  such  a  declar- 
ation ridiculous,  and  ridiculous  because  super- 
fluous? Is  not  the  implication  as  strong  as  any 
expression  could  be,  that  every  fraudulent  act  of 
legislation  is  merely  void?  Suppose  it  were 
written  in  any  constitution,  "the  Legislature  shall 
have  no  power  fraudulently  and  corruptly  to  be- 
tray the  people,"  would  you  not  too  consider  this 
ridiculous,  and  ridiculous  because  superfluous? 
Suppose  it  were  written  in  any  constitution,  '•  the 
Legislature  shall  have  power  fraudulently  and 
corruptly  to  sell  the  public  property,"  would  not 
such  a  grant  of  power  be  merely  void,  though 
proceeding  from  the  highest  human  authority, 
the  people  themselves?  And  why  void?  Be- 
cause repugnant  to  the  laws  of  God  and  nature; 
nay,  sir,  I  go  farther,  I  say  the  great  God  of 
Heaven  himself  could  confer  no  such  power — if 
the  great  God  of  Heaven  were  to  decree  "the 
Legislature  shall  have  power  fraudulently  and 
corruptly  to  sell  the  public  property,"  the  decree 
would  be  merely  void,  because  inconsistent  with 
his  holy  attributes.  And  yet,  sir,  the  Senate  re- 
quire of  us  to  do  that  which  the  God  of  Heaven 
himself  cannot  do — legalize  fraud  and  corruption 
— they  require  us  to  declare  that,  notwithstanding 
the  fraud  and  corruption  of  the  Georgia  Legisla- 
ture, an  estate  did  vest  in  the  original  grantees 
which  it  was  competent  to  the  grantees  to  transfer 
to  the  claimants;  that  the  claimants  have  a  title 
against  you,  and  that  to  relinquish  that  title  we 
must  give  them  five  millions  of  dollars.  This  is 
making  war  upon  the  people  with  a  vengeance. 
To  talk  of  the  rights  of  the  people  after  this  is 
insult  and  mockery.  But  why  is  it  that  the  cor- 
rupt act  of  the  Representative  is  not  binding  on 
the  people?  For  this  plain  reason,  the  corruption 
of  the  Representative  must  precede  the  corrupt 
act;  the  moment  the  Representative  is  corrupted, 
the  moment  he  has  betrayed  his  constituents,  all 
ties  and  connexion  between  them  are  dissolved, 
and  he  is  no  more  capable  of  binding  them  than 
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i  meresil  \trangf I*.    Any  other  doctrine  makes  |  the  projects  of  the  traitors.     Their  grand  juries 

[publican  government  a  farce — makes  morality    and  committees  everywhere  denounced  the  act 

iw  religion  idle  so|ind.     If  corruption  can  divest  i  an  usurpation,  called  upon  the  country  to  assert 

c  estate  oi'the  people,  it  can  do  any  other  act —  ,  its  rights  and  to  put  down  the  corruption  and  the 


,:an  legalize  muider.  robbery,  treason — it  can 
i^e  universal  license  to  crime.  I  say.  therefore, 
lat  if  the,  [legislature  of  Georgia  had  Constitu- 
onal  pow^;  to  sell,  it  could  not  sell  fraudulently 
hd  corrupt|y.     The  Yazoo  act  was  merely  void. 


corrupted.  General  Jackson — Sir,  I  cannot  think 
of  General  Jackson  without  speaking  of  him  as  a 
man  of  rare  patriotism  and  integrity — a  man  who. 
if  he  had  lived  in  the  days  of  Rome's  greatness,  or 
rather  of  Rome's  virtue,  would  have  had  his  bust  in 


od  the  rescinding  act  which  declared  it  so  was  theCapitol — Ispeakof  him  thus,  because  his  mem- 
ply  form^  Ihe  people  were  in  possession,  con-  ory  is  intimately  connected  with  this  transaction; 
Joued  in  prjssession;,  and  were  not  divested  by  it.  he  was  the  only  man  1  ever  did  know  who  was  at 
X  3dly.  If,  ^notwithstanding  the  fraud  and  cor-  all  times  ready  to  lay  down  his  life,  to  sacrifice 
option,  an  fslate  did  vest  in  the  grantees,  yet  the  his  wife  and  children  and  his  fortune  to  his  coun- 
airaants  having  notice  of  the  fraud,  are.  accord-  try.  General  Jackson  was  at  that  time  a  Senator 
2  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  itself,  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia;  he  was  called  by 
iilty  purcyasers,  without  claim  or  shadow  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  publicly  called  from  his  seat 
aim.     I  sa-y,  sir,  the  claimants  had  notice.     Let  in  Congress  tjo  aid  in  rescinding  the  usurped  act — 


I)e  remea>bered,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  our  Govern- 
,e«nl  diffei^  from  all  other  governments  in  this 


agular  but  valuabUe  characteristic — it  is  limited 

written'constitutions.     In  other  countries  it  is 

id  the  act's  or  the  grants  of  the  Government 

cak  for  thcmselvee — nothing  shall  be  admitted 


he  obeyed.  The  address  of  the  people  and  his 
answer  were  published  in  all  the  newspapers  of 
the  day.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas,  one  of 
the  corrupted  Senators,  was  murdered  in  his  owa 
house,  that  he  together  with  his  testimony  (for  he 

...  ^ bore  witness  to  the  corruption  and  threatened  to 

P^ontradicMhera.     Not  so  in  our  country;  every  |  confess)  might    be   consigned    to  oblivion.      By 
t\  or  graill  of  the  Government  must  be  consis-    some  it  was  said   the  speculators    had  murdered 
ijt  with  tnc  writie;n  Constitution.     Every  man    him,  by  others  that  his  indignant  constituents  had 
presume^  ;to  carry  the  Constitution  in  his  head    done  the  deed.     The  truth  is,  that  the  greatest 
in  his  pocket,  that  he  may  at  all  times  be    efforts  were  necessary  to  restrain  the  people  from 

"  ~  acts  of  violence.     Now,  sir,  all  these  things  were 

done,  not  in  secret  to  deceive  the  innocent  pur- 
chasers of  New  England;  they  were  done  pub- 
licly and  in  the  face  of  day  ;  they  were  published 
in  all  the  newspapers  of  the  lime,  from  Boston  to 
Savannah;  and  yet  these  things  were  to  the  in- 
nocent purchasers  of  New  England,  as  if  they 
had  never  been.  Yes.  sir.  if  you  believe  the  claim- 
ants they  were  as  ignorant  of  them  as  the  people 
of  Crim  Tartary.  They  tell  you  they  never  read 
newspapers.  The  mail  running  weekly  between 
Boston  and  Savannah — the  coasting  trade  open — 
and  yet  the  claimants  are  innocent  purchasers; 
for  one  whole  year  they  heard  not  a  word  of  what 
was  passing  in  Georgia.  If  the  mails  had  been 
stopped,  if  the  coasting  trade  had  been  interrupted, 
if  all  communication  had  been  cut  off,  this  plea 
Oi*^  ignorance  might  have  been  set  up.  In  the 
then  state  of  intercourse  of  the  civilized  world,  if 
the  claimants  had  lived  in  Batavia  they  would 
have  had  notice  long  before  they  purchased. 

But  there  is  other  evidence  of  notice  still  more 
conclusive.     On  the  17th  of  February,  1795.  that 


fady  to  compare  the  acts  of  Government  with 
J?  ConstiPuiion.     If  the  claimants  had  done  this, 
<hey  had  corapai'ed  the  Yazoo  act  with  the 
knsiitution  of  Georgia,  they  would  have  found 
power   ij3    the   constitution   authorizing   the 
jgislature  io  sell,  and  this  circumstance  alone 
Luld  havQ  put  the.n  upon  their  guard — at  least 
\i%  would  liave  b<?«n  the  effect  on  all  rational 
^jd  prudenjt-raen. 

.'•But  thereiwas  cause  of  suspicion  on  the  very 
l^e  of  the  ijct  itself.  The  Legislature  sold  fifty 
iMiUions  of  'acres  of  as  fine  a  country  as  any 
i.the  glob-  for  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
r^\\\i\  not  prudent  men  looking  at  this  single 
;'l,  liave  u|quired  how  comes  this?  Would  not 
Udent  ratji  about  to  embark  in  a  speculation  so 
mrraous  .'live  thought  it  worth  their  while  to 
siod  an  agei.t  from  Boston  to  Georgia,  to  scruti- 
peand  investigate  the  merits  of  this  transaction? 
it,  sir,  ihfk.  are  circumstances  to  excite  suspi- 
)n  only.  ^The  people  of  Georgia  themselves 
ive  to  the;  claimants  the  most  prompt,  direct, 
ld  unexcepjionabto  notice.  Remember  that  more 


n  a  year  f'lapsed  between   the  passage  of  the    is  to  say  six  weeks  after  the  passage  of  the  Yazoo 

act,  General 'SVashin^ton  sent  to  Congress  a  pub- 
lic message  to  the  following  effect :  '"  I  have  re- 
'  ceived  copies  of  two  acta  of  the  Legi'^lature  of 

•  Georgia,  one   passed  on  tae  28ih  of  December, 

•  the  other  on  the  7th  January  last,  for  appropria- 
'  ting  and  selling  the  Indian  lands  within  the 
'  territorial  limits  claimed  by  that  State.  These 
'  copies,  though  not  officially  certified,  have  been 
'  transmitted  to  me  in  such  a  manner  a<  to  leave 
'  no  room   to  doubt  their  authenticity.     These 

•  acts  embrace  an  object  of  such  magnitude,  and 

•  in  their  consequences  may  so  deeply  affect  the 

•  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  that  I 


s'ioo  act  ijnd  the  purchase  by  the  claimants. 
\\e  events  iwhich  followed  the  passage  of  the 
^  joo  act  ,[.t)rtended  a  revolution  in  Georgia,  as 
ftihle  and  is  bloody  as  the  revolution  of  Paris 

ijl  La  Ve4idee.  If  the  claimants  had  lived  in 
^e  farther  {{idia  ;  if  they  had  lived  in  the  islands 

the  Pacific  Ocean,  they  would  have  received 
jtice  long,  pefore  ihey  purchased.  Scarce  had 
je  Yazoo  jact  pasied  the  Legislature  when  the 
))e  couo'.ry  was  in  a  ferment.  The  great 
Idy  of  ihd  people,  ^bo,  unlike  their  Representa- 
"'.'S,  remaijied  uncorrupted  and  faithful  to  them- 
ives.  werij  everywhere  in  motion  to  counteract 
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'  have  thought  it  necessary  now  to  lay  them  be- ! 
'  fore  Congress." 

Here  then  was  notice  to  all  the  world,  notice 
at  least  that  something  was  wrong.  General 
Washington,  from  the  elevation  of  his  high  office, 
standing  as  it  were  on  the  top  of  Mount  Sinai, 
with  an  angel  voice,  reaching  the  extremities  of 
the  earth,  proclaimed,  beware  I  A  more  distinct, 
audible,  universal  notice  could  not  have  been 
given  to  all  mankind.  The  claimants  heeded  no 
more  the  warning  of  General  Washington  than 
they  did  the  barking  of  a  foist.  Congress  referred 
the  message  to  a  committee.  The  committee  re-  i 
ported  a  resolution  and  bill  authorizing  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  extinguish  the  title  of  Georgia  to  the 
country  in  question.  With  the  Yazoo  act  before 
them,  the  committee  did  not  deign  to  speak  of 
the  sale  to  the  claimants,  but.  treating  the  Yazoo 
act  as  null  and  void,  proceeded  to  treat  with 
Georgia  for  the  extinguishment  of  her  title.  The 
claimants  say  they  never  heard  of  the  proclama- 
tion of  General  Washington.  They  never  read 
newspapers. 

But  this  is  not  all — the  claimants   stand  con- 
victed under  their  own  hands  and  seals  ;  they  are 
guilty  purchasers  on   the  face  of   their  own  title 
deed.     Not  only  did  their  title  deed  not  contain 
a  general  warranty  in  their  favor,  it  contained  an 
express  stipulation,  that  in  no  event  would  they, 
the  claimants,  go  back  upon  the  grantees  from 
whom  they  purchased,  for  even  the  consideration 
money,  on   account  of  any  defect  in   their  title. 
Under  their  own  hands  and  seals  did  the  claim- 
ants covenant   and   agree  that    the   grantees  of 
whom  they  bought  should  not  be  liable  to  refund 
the  purchase  money,  if  their  title  turned  out  to  be 
defective.     Sir,   this  is  a  fact  so  extraordinary 
and  incredible,  that  if  it  were  not  recorded  on  the 
title  deed  itself,  I  would  hesitate  to  declare  it.     It 
IS  without  example  in  transactions  between  man 
and  man.    Do  you  not  see,  but  for  this,  the  claim- 
ants would  have  resorted  to  the  original  grantees 
for  their  purchase  money,  with  interest  and  dam- 
ages; that  is  to  say,  they  would  have  resorted  to 
the  same  remedy  as  all  other  men  do  under  like 
circumstances  in  every  country  ;  they  would  have 
recovered  their  purchase  money  paid  for  a  con- 
sideration which  had  failed,  for  a  title  which  had 
proven   defective,  with   interest  and  damages — 
they  would,  in  fact,  have  had  all  the  remedy  to 
which  innocent  purchasers,  without   notice,  are 
entitled  by  the  laws  of  any  country.     But  they 
precluded  themselves  by  their  own  act  and  deed, 
and  because  they  have  done  so,  are  we  bound  to 
indemnify  them  f     They  have  as  much  right  to 
apply  for  indemnity  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 
But  there  is  another  fact;  the  rescinding  Legisla- 
ture met  in  the  beginning  of  January,  '96— -the 
claimants  purchased  on  the  l3thof  February,  '96 — 
on  the  opening  of  the  Legislature  the  preparatory 
motion  was  made  to  rescind  the  usurped  act ;  the 
claimants,   therefore,   had    six  weeks   to  inform 
themselves  of  what   was  doin?  and   what   was 
about  to  be  done  in  the  Georgia  Legislature,  be- 
fore they  purchased.     But  there  is  another  fact, 
which  ought  to  be  conclusive  on  this  point- 


gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  many  years  a 
member  of  this  House,  resident  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Boston,  uniformly  declared  they  had  no- 
tice; that  gentleman,  respectable  for  his  good 
sense  and  integrity,  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  parties,  constantly  passing  in  and  from  Boston, 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
purchase,  constantly  affirmed  that  he  was  himself 
knowing  to  the  corruption  of  the  Greorgia  Legist 
lature  at  the  date  of  the  purchase,  and  that  the 
claimants  were  as  knowing  to  it  as  himself. 
Here,  then,  is  the  testimony  of  a  disinterested 
[  man.  You  oppose  to  it  the  declarations  of  the 
interested  claimants.  The  truth  is,  the  claimants 
had  knowledge  of  the  fraud.  Like  other  specu- 
lators, they  bought  to  sell  again  ;  all  they  wanted, 
was  the  wax  and  the  parchment.  They  cared 
not  a  straw  for  anything  else;  for  fraud  or  cor- 
ruption, or  defect  of  title,  if  it  answered  the  pur- 
;  pose  of  the  grantees,  it  would  answer  the  purpose 
of  the  claimants;  the  claimants  took  the  title 
deed  for  better  for  worse,  and  if  they  had  not 
known  that  Congress  might  be  teased  and  wor- 
ried out  of  anything,  they  never  would  have  had 
the  effrontery  to  set  up  a  claim  against  you. 

But,  it  is  said  the  commissioners  reported  in 
favor  of  a  compromise.  What  does  this  amount 
to?  No  more  than  a  report  of  a  committee  of 
the  House,  which  you  respect  only  as  its  merits 
may  entitle  it  to  respect.  The  commissioners  in- 
vestigated the  claims  ;  laid  before  you  in  all  its 
nakedness  the  fraud  and  corruption,  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  which 
no  man  of  common  sense  could  avoid,  that  the 
claimants  had  no  title  whatsoever.  Here,  sir,  the 
commissioners  ought  to  have  stopped ;  but,  strange 
to  say.  they  suggested  to  Congress  the  expediency 
!  of  a  compromise.  What!  you  a.sk,  is  it  possible 
that  such  men  as  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and 
Mr.  Lincoln,  should  have  followed  up  such  a  con- 
clusion by  such  a  suggestion  ?  No  title,  and  yet 
recommend  the  compromise  of  a  title  !  Never 
were  two  propositions  more  inconsistent.  You 
will  say  there  must  have  been  some  reason  for 
this.  I  will  tell  you  the  reason  :  it  was  the  same 
reason  that  operated  on  the  10th  Congress  to  sur- 
render the  embargo — the  clamor  of  a  formidable 
party.  The  commissioners  were  surrounded  by 
'i  a  host  of  claimants,  as  we  are  now  ;  they  found 
them  a  troublesome  set,  growing  every  day  strong- 
er and  stronger.  They  yielded — they  said,  though 
they  have  no  title,  yet  you  had  better  give  them 
money  and  send  them  about  their  business.  This 
is  all  that  can  be  said  now. 

But,  it  has  been  alleged,  that  the  United  States 

have  engaged    to  compromise.     Not   so.     The 

United  States  are  as  free  to  compromise,  or  not 

I  to  compromise,  as  if  nothing  had   been  said  or 

done  on  the  subject.     It  is  said   that  the  United 

States  are  bound  to  compromise,  because  five 

millions  were  set  apart  by  the  articles  of  agree- 

I  ment  and  cession,  for  the  indemnification  of  these 

and   other   claims.     True!      But  on   condition 

I  only,  that  Congress  should,  upon  an  investigation 

of  the  merits  of  the  claims,  believe  that  in  right 

and  justice,  they  ought  to  be  compensated.    The 
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i.irtorf  of  JKis  part  of  the  business  is  simply  this:  |  entered  into;  as  if  no  law  bad  ever  been  passed 

*j^en  the  ■'omnus'iioners  of  the  United   Stales  I  setting  apart  the   five   millions  of  acres.     Your 

*  |1   of  G«'(ifgia   w<?re   negotiating  the   terms  of  |  committee  appointed  on   this   subject  at  the  last 

rchase  of- the  Mississippi  Territory,  the  claim-  j  session  of  the  last  Congress,  say  the  same  thing. 

got  ab(*ut  thena  and   harassed  them  with  in-  i  Their  language   is,  '•  Congress   is  not   bound  lo 

■»sant  importunity.     The  commissioners  of  the  :' compromise,  if.  upon   an  investigation   of  the 

iaited  St.nt^s  said  to  the  commissioners  on  the  |  '  merits  of  the  claims,  they  shall  be  found  unsup- 

irt  of  Georgia,  yoi}  see  how  we  are  embarrassed  I  •  ported   by  right   and  justice."     The   assertion, 

these  cin-mants;  will  it  not  be  better  to  quiet    therefore,  that   the  Government  is  pledged,  is  a 

iftn,  by  making  a  reservation   in   their  favor  ?  j  mere  pretext,  as  is  every  other  reason  assigned  for 

,'ijver !  ind'.gnantly  answered   the  Georgia  com-  >  the  compromise. 

lisioners ;  .we  will  never  consent  to  compromise  But  it  is  contended  that  the  Supreme  Court 
\1  infamouj.  corruption.  But,  said  the  commis-  j  have  decided  in  favor  of  the  claimants  and  against 
jlcifiers  of  tlje  Unittfd  States,  will  you  not  agree  l  the  United  States ;  that  it  is  better  to  give  up  a 
ri>  »nake  a  coiiditionaii  reservation,  leaving  it  lo  the  j  part  than  lo  lose  the  whole.  Sir,  there  is  no  dan- 
^i,ited  Stairjs  to  make  them  compensation,  or  not,  |  ger  of  our  losing  the  whole  or  a  part,  if  we  will 
\J^'^n  an  invejstigation  of  the  merits  of  their  claim?  do  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  the  country.  The 
*f  a  this  the  -ommis$ioners  of  Georgia  could  have  i  Supreme  Court  cannot  decide  the  rights  of  the 
l^tobjectifiri  ;  it  wis  a  matter  for  the  United!  United  States  in  a  case  to  which  the  United 
Utiles.  Thl?y  did  object,  however,  to  give  any  [  States  not  only  were  not  a  party,  but  lo  which 
leiJge  wKaiisoever  to  compromise  the  claim.  I  they  cannot,  by  any  Constitutional  possibility, 
jay,  raorejjlhey  insisted  that  if  Congress  did  be  a  party  without  their  consent.  The  case  of 
j^i  within  a}  year  &et  apart  the  five  millions  of'  Fletcher  and  Peck  was  a  decision  of  a  feigned 
;t;tes,  it  shodld  never  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  issue,  made  up  between  two  speculators,  to  decide 
cjp  ^ompensafe  them  at  all,  under  any  circurastan-  i  certain  points,  in  the  decision  of  which  they  were 
<ir's.  The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Georgia  !  interested.  Will  any  man,  in  his  senses,  say  that 
»rd  to  the  qomraissioners  of  the  United  States  :  i  the  right  of  the  United  States  lo  the  public  prop- 
the  Unites  Stale:?  choose,  at  any  time,  to  com-  erty  could  be  affected  by  such  decision  ?  This 
promise  thisjcorrupuon,  we  cannot  help  it;  but  ;  doctrine  is  almost   as  shocking  as  the  other  doc- 


•|re  will  never  give  our  sanction  or  countenance 
(k  it,  becausi:  we  believe  the  claim  unfounded  in 
t|gh».  justict.  or  mcrality ;  if  you  upon  investi- 
,*ition  think-otherwise,  here  are  the  five  millions 
acres  set! apart,  out  of  which  you  may  com- 
{psate  ;  if  you  can,  even  infuro  coJiscientiiB,  con- 
Jift  to  comp/omise  this  corruption,  be  the  shame 
^d  scanda^  yf  it  upon  you.     The  United  Slates 


trine  set  up  in  support  of  the  compromise.  The 
representatives  of  the  people  may  betray  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  people  are  without  remedy.  I  trust, 
sir,  that  neither  the  one  or  the  other  will  be  coun- 
t?nanced  by  you;  but  that  you  will,  without 
hesitation,  reject  the  bill.  Whenever  it  is  con- 
ceded that  it  is  competent  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  a  case   between  A  and  B,  to  take  from   the 


c^d  accordiqgly  within  one  year  set  apart  the  five  j  United   States   fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land,  it 
pillions  of  at  res  to  compensate   this   and  other    will  be  time  for  the  Government   to  make  a  v'ol- 
fi^ims.  but  lupon  the  same  condition  and  in   the  |  untary  surrender  of  the  public  property  to  who- 
soever will  have  it.     The  public  property  would 


^me  wordsjas  the  articles  of  agreement  and  ces- 
^)n  ;  that  i|>  lo  say,  upon  condition  that  the  Uni- 
^  States  i^n  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
(ic^  claims,  should  determine  they  were  founded 
^  right  ana  justice.  The  question  is  now  as  it 
lis  always  Jien,  are  the  claims  founded  in  right 
;3d  justice  }] 

f  But  to  rei^ove  evt'ry  impression  that  the  Uni- 
IfJ  Stales  ^bg  pledged  in  the  remotest  degree,  I 
i^^er  you  to-.Vlr.  Gallatin  himself,  and  to  the  re- 
j-^rt  of  a  cofijmittee  of  the  House,  at  the  last  ses- 
H%)D.  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
liana,  the  cLairman  of  the  Yazoo  committee, 
d  tfd  9th  January,  1805,  says,  (speaking  of  the 
o  jfct  of  the  reservation  of  the  five  millions,) ''  to 
'  eive  it  in  their  power  to  compromise  wiih  that 
'  lescription  of  claimants,  by  allowing  so  much 
*(  ;f  the  surplus  of  five  millions  of  acres  as  they 
',  flight  thini*  propt-r,  without,  at  the  same  lime, 
'sledging  Cjjjvernment  to  enter  into  a  compro- 
mise, if  upojj  a  full  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
f  the  case,  ii  different  course  was  thought  more 
ligible."  Thus,  you  see.  according  to  Mr.  Gal- 
the  Ujijted  Slates  are  at  perfect  liberty  lo 
mpromise  fv  not,  at  their  discretion,  as  it  no 
^ticles  of  agreement  and  cession  bad  ever  been 

I 
J  : 


be  nothing  but  an  expense,  an  encumbrance,  which 
it  would  be  profitable  to  shake  off*  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  No,  sir;  the  Government  is 
the  guardian,  the  trustee  of  the  public  property. 
Like  all  Governments,  they  must  of  necessity  de- 
termine their  own  rights  of  properly  ;  and  if  they 
remain  faithful  to  those  rights,  all  the  decisions 
of  all  the  judicial  tribunals  under  Heaven  cannot 
deprive  you  of  a  square  acre  of  the  public  land. 
Bui,  sir,  1  am  tired  and  disgusted  with  this  sub- 
ject.    I  hope  the  bill  will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  took  the  floor  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Thoup,  and  commenced  by  a  brief 
statement  of  the  case,  nearly  as  follows.  The 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  the  year  1795,  by  an 
act,  (the  title  of  which  he  recited,)  sold  the  lands 
now  in  controversy,  and  received  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  Georgia  the  whole  purchase  money,  or  so 
much  as  the  act  required,  and  received  in  return 
an  act  duly  authenticated  of  the  Slate  of  Geor- 
gia, conveying  the  land,  from  the  Governor  of 
that  State.  In  December  of  the  same  year,  the 
Legislature  of  the  same  Slate  declared  that  act  to 
be  null  and  void.  The  first  acl,  indeed,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
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dowu.  had  been  considered  to  be  authorized  by 

the  Constitution  of  Georgia,  for  the  Legislature 
not  only  repealed  it.  but  a  convention  was  called, 
and  the  Constitution  changed  so  as  to  wrest  from 
the  Legislature  a  power  they  had  corruptly  ex- 
ercised. Bv  these  ads  the  Legislature  recognised 
the  Constitutional  power  of  the  former  Legisla- 
ture to  sell  the  land,  and  the  validity  of  the  act 
it.self.  By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
full  faith  and  credit  were  required  to  be  given  to 
the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  each  State.  Now  a  statute  was  a  record  of 
the  first  order,  and  lo  it  full  failh  and  credit  must 
be  given,  unless  they  meant  to  tear  this  leaf  out 
of  the  Constitution.  The  act  of  Georgia  was 
formal  and  precise,  conveying  land  for  a  certain 
consideration,  and  in  virtue  thereof  the  land  was 
conveyed.  Could  a  lawyer  be  found  on  earth, 
on  the  production  of  this  evidence,  who  would 
go  into  the  inquiry  whether  the  body  which  pass- 
ed that  act  had  been  corrupt  or  not  ?  The  sover- 
eignty of  a  State  resided  in  the  Legislature.  The 
acts  done  under  any  law  passed  by  a  Legislature 
must  be  valid,  and  though  it  may  be  repealed  in 
future,  those  proceedings  cannot  be  invalidated. 
If  a  compromise  of  claims  thus  valid  could  be 
effected,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  it,  and 
he  believed  the  interests  of  the  country  imperi- 
ously to  require  it.  Though  the  ways  of  justice 
may  be  slow,  they  will  be  sure,  and  if  a  compro- 
mise be  not  efl"ected,  the  claimants  will  obtain 
the  whole  of  their  demand.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had.  in  conclusion,  remarked  that 
the  courts  had  surreptitiously  decided  this  case. 
The  parties  might  have  brought  it  surreptitiously 
before  the  court,  but  the  court  had  no  share  in  it, 
for  their  wish  was  to  decrease  rather  than  to  in- 
crease the  business  of  the  court.  But  the  case 
had  been  decided  on  a  suit,  the  investigation  of 
which  brought  before  the  court  all  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  court  had  decided  that  payment 
of  a  bond  given  for  the  purchase  of  a  part  of  this 
claim  could  not  be  withheld  on  the  ground  that 
the  claim  was  not  fairly  acquired.  It  had  been 
alleged,  and  it  was  no  doubt  true,  that  the  first 
purchase  was  corrupt  and  fraudulent;  but  the 
claim  did  not.  Mr.  W.  contended,  now  rest  on  its 
original  merits  ;  if  it  did,  he  should  be  as  decided- 
ly opposed  lo  it  as  any  one.  Mr.  W.  then  quoted 
the  act  reserving  five  millions  of  acres  of  the 
land  ceded  by  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  such  claims,  evidently 
intending  the  claims  contemplated  by  this  act,  as 
should  be  brought  forward  hereafter,  and  entered 
into  an  investigation  of  its  object,  and  the  motives 
of  those  who  advocated  it.  He  adverted  to  the 
clamor  by  which  this  subject  had  been  confused 
heretofore,  and  to  the  typographical  denuncia- 
tions which  condemned  many  a  man  unjustly, 
without  meeting  him  fairly  on  his  motives.  He 
said  he  should  not  go  back  to  consider  the  origi- 
nal question  of  the  validity  of  this  claim,  which, 
however,  had  been  established  by  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  because  the  commissioners 
had  determined  that  if  these  persons  would  ac- 
cept  of  five   millions  of  acres  in   lieu   of  their 


claim,  tbey  should  have  it.  The  claim,  how- 
ever, was  one  which  every  judiciary  in  the  world 
would  declare  perfect;  and  would  not  anyone 
be  deemed  a  madman,  after  a  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  against  him.  who  would  refuse 
to  receive  a  relinquishment  of  the  claim  adjudged 
against  him,  when  he  could  obtain  it  for  a  tenth 
part  of  its  amount?  The  former  rejection  of  a 
bill  of  the  same  nature  as  this,  Mr.  W.  said,  was 
owing  lo  out-of-door  clamor,  and  the  denuncia- 
tions he  had  before  referred  to,  which  had  caused 
it  to  be  rejected  without  a  consideration  of  the 
merits  of  the  question.  The  geographical  po- 
sition of  the  claimants  of  this  land,  he  further 
said,  ought  to  induce  the  House  not  now  to  reject 
it  again  without  due  consideration.  There  never 
was  a  case  so  surrounded  with  authority  as  was 
the  compromise  embraced  in  the  bill  now  before 
the  House.  A  Secretary  of  State,  (now  Presi- 
dent,) a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  an  At- 
torney General,  on  behalf  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  three  Representatives  from  Georgia, 
on  behalf  of  that  State,  had  combined  to  recom- 
mend it.  He  again  adverted  to  the  advantages 
this  mode  of  settlement  offered  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  dwelt  on  it  at  some  length,  as  well  as 
on  the  sanctity  of  the  title  of  the  present  claim- 
ants under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
against  whose  awards  he  hoped  never  to  see  the 
bayonet  employed.  He  feared  not  to  advocate 
this  bill  on  account  of  the  clamor  against  it.  Let 
justice  be  done  though  the  heavens  fall.  With 
the  views  of  the  case  he  had  taken,  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  prepared  to  let  the  bill  take  the  usual 
course  of  all  bills  in  this  House,  and  therefore, 
was  against  rejection. 

After  the  interchange  of  a  few  further  remarks, 
in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  between  Mr.  Troup  and 
Mr.  Wright — 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  SouthCarolina.  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length  against  the  bill.  We  shall  only 
attempt  a  recapitulation  of  the  principal  points 
of  his  speech.  He  stated  briefly  the  facts  of  the 
case.  If  the  first  act  of  Georgia  was  lawful  and 
proper,  no  subsequent  act  of  repeal  could  rescind 
or  impair  contracts  under  it.  But  the  original 
act  was  void,  on  the  principle  that  any  deed  or 
grant  obtained  by  fraud  is  null  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  though  the  repealing  act  was  nugatory,  the 
honest  intention  of  the  Legislature  who  passed  it 
was  shown  by  the  idea  it  held  out  that  any  money 
paid  under  the  former  act  should  be  refunded  to 
the  claimants.  After  some  general  remarks  on 
the  nature  of  contracts  and  conveyances,  he  re- 
marked, that  if  you  constitute  an  agent  you  are 
bound  by  his  acts  performed  under  authority  ; 
but  if  he  openly  and  wickedly  engage  in  a  fraud- 
ulent transaction  to  injure  you,  be  is  no  longer 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  your  agent ;  you  are  no  longer 
responsible  for  his  acts.  That  there  was  fraud 
in  this  case  was  beyond  question,  as  was  proved 
by  abundant  evidence,  some  of  which  Mr.  F. 
quoted.  It  had  been  said.  also,  that  the  present 
claimants  were  purchasers  without  notice,  and 
therefore  guiltless  of  the  fraud, and  entitled  to  their 
claim.     .Mr.  F.  denied  that  they  were  purchasers 
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j\nihout  notice,  aod  cited  dates,  circumstances.  J  commuaity  of  twenty  thousand  persons  were  to 

rod  docun»'uts  to  show  that  they  were  not.     But    be  ejected,  evicted,  driven  from  possession  ?     He 
t;had  beepisaid  the  Government  was  pledged  on     did  not  speak  of  things  as  he  wished,  but  as  he 
;khis  head.:  ilf  that  were  a  fact,  Mr.  F.  said  it  was    apprehended;  and  he  called  upon  the  House  to 


l 


ibburn  i>Qi 


'1^ 


e.  and  would  decide  his  vote.  But 
ilhe  Goveri^nient  was  not  pledged.  He  had  in 
■/vain  looked|for  any  act  pledging  ihera.  and  defied 
^^nileinen  jio  point  it  out  to  him.  Neiiher  the 
iC'Kupact  Wrih  Georgia  nor  the  subsequent  acts  of 
jCoiigress  t:intain8d  any  such  pledge.  As  to  this 
Iponipromis*  proposed,  how  did  Congress  know 
hhe  claimaj^i/.s  would  accept  it  ?  Would  it  not  be 
feeding  oyithe  United  Stales  without  heing  at 
j^^  obligatory  on  ibe  claimants?  He  believed  it 
*would  ;  ar-ij  being  therefore  opposed  to  the  bill 
iC  every  point  of  view,  should  vote  to  reject  it. 
Mr.  Latj-imore,  of  Mississippi,  expressed  his 
ilmiration  of  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  from 
ieurgia,  lAi^  could  not  think  it  correctly  applied. 
rVhat  woqlil  be  the  consequence  of  the  defeat  of 
his  compircjmise  7     Did  gentlemen  mean  to  pub- 


i 


protect  that  people  from  consequences  which  he 
was  fearful  would  be  realized.  The  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  had  performed  a  solemn  duty 
in  passing  this  bill,  and  it  now  rested  with  this 
House  to  preserve  the  rights  and  peace  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory  he  repre.>ented,  to  preserve 
ihem  from  litigation  and  vexation,  from  distress, 
from  blood. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  produced  a  record  of  the 
date  of  purchases  ol  the  present  claimants  to 
show  that  they  had  notice  of  this  most  fraudulent 
transaction  that  ever  disgraced  this  nation.  He 
denied  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
in  any  way  to  have  sold  the  land  in  question,  and 
called  on  gentlemen  to  point  it  out. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  Vermont,  spoke  decidedly  against 

I    ,     .      •  ; '  0-- ^  .......  .w  , rejection.     He  acknowledged  the  atrocity  of  the 

liih  those  kvcho  were  guilty  for  the  fraud  commit-    fraud  of  the  transaction  ;  but  claims  had  arisen 
led  in  this  transact-on  ?     If  they  did.  they  would    under  it.  on   which  some  decision,  ought  to   be 
inpss  their  arm.    They  had  almost  universally  sold    speedily  made,  as  well  to  settle  the  course  of  pro- 
rn  .a.n^A  ^.,.„„,      TV...  ..;„;„. I     ceeding.  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  feelings  it  created 

in  this  House.  Even  our  laws  on  general  sub- 
jects had  features  in  them,  he  said,  produced  by 
the  agitation  of  this  question,  which  posterity 
would  always  regret.  Another  rea»on  for  decid- 
ing at  once,  and  solemnly  this  question  was,  that 
the  very  evidence  of  the  fraud,  which  no  pains 
had  been  taken  legally  to  perpetuate,  was  decay- 
ing and  wearing  out  of  existence,  and  in  a  few 
years  even  that  could  not  be  introduced  against 
their  claims  in  a  court  of  justice.  The  propriety 
of  quieting  the  minds  of  settlers,  indeed  every 
consideration,  concurred  to  require  an  immediate 
decision,  iScc. 

Mr.    Lngehsoll,   of  Pennsylvania,    professing 


at  their  ciaims  to  second  persons.     The  original 

"a)urchasers  ivere  generally  persons  who  had  sus- 
tained a  gii(*J  reputation  and  all  that  distinction 

Jn  life  whicii  weahh  is  calculated  to  excite.    Even 

•Jf  they  desii^ed  to  punish  second  purchasers,  they 

ijV:Ould  raisji  their  aim;  for  they  were  also  secure. 

4riie  Supreme  Court,  from  which  there  is  no  ap- 

l».>al.  had  decided  the  principle  in  favor  of  them. 

M  hat  iherj  would  1^  the  consequence  of  refusing 

^u  coraprdtuise    these   claims?     The   people   of 

,  Vti.-sissippi,  ;rerritory,  who  live  on   the  land  em- 
naced  by  fTjese  claims,  will  sutler ;  the  blow  will 

■  ajl  ou  the  (ievoteJ  heads  of  those  who  have  ac- 

j  juired  rigl^^i  under  Spanish  and  American  grants, 

'  ir.d  for  wlj.  m  no  reparation  IS  provided.     I  have         .....    ..,„.„o.....    „.    x  cuusyivania,    proiessmg 

:.i.'en  askei>^  >aid  bb.  what  part  of  the  Mississippi     himself  unprepared  to  decide  understandingly  on 

'  ierritory  ♦$- embraced  in  the   claim,  and  I  have  :  this  very  interesiing  que^llon,  moved  to  lay  the 
I'tideavore^  to  inform  myself.     It  embraces  two-    further  consideration  of  the  bill  on  the  table.     For 

^iliirds  ol  at  territory  tour  hundred  miles  square,    the  motion  60,  against  it  81. 
What  settHments  are  put  iQ  danger?     A  strip  of  ■      This  motion  being  lost,  Mr.  I    moved  to  ad- 
territory  euendicg  from  Tombigbee  to  the  Mis-    journ,  which  motion  was  also  lost— yeas  61 
[issippi  IS  jioi  emb-aced  ;  every  other  settlement.        '^^'  n^^c..^^^^   „r  tv^^...  v..i.     ./.    ,  .> 


ilantation^ijnd  house,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
s  involveo  and  lo  danger.  The  gentleman  from 
|ueorgia  say.^if  their  claim  begood.give  the  claim- 
ints  the  whole  fifty  millions  of  acres,  and  say  no 
uore  aboui  it.  Say  no  more  about  it  I  Are  the 
Hjople  of  Mississippi  to  be  turned  from  their  home?. 
0  sustain  ,'iU  the  consequences,  and  no  reparation 
o  be  mad»'  them  7  As  to  this  project  of  a  co.ai- 
„)romise,  M».  L.  sa»d.  he  was  not  particularly  par- 


Mr.  GR03VEN0H,of  New  York,  stated  that  he 
'  should  vole  against  rejection,  because  it  was  an 
unusual  course  ;  without  deciding  at  present  how 
he  should  finally  vote  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  made  nearly  the  same 
avowal ;  adding  thai  he  thought  a  rejection  of  the 
bill  would  not  be  respectful  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  I.NUEHsoLL.  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  was 
placed  in  such  a  situation  now  that  he  must  vote 


lal  to  It,  though  he  had  reason  lo  think  favorably    against  the  bill ;  for  doing  which  he  would  assign 


fit,  because  of  the  source  whence  it  had  emana 
ed.  and  becsuse  it  was  llieonly  one  that  had  ever 
leen  propcx-ed.  What  would  be  the  course,  he 
^  sked,  the^  claims  would  take,  if  no  compromise 
took  place  ?  So  ■>oon  as  there  should  be  a  court 
jnxi  that  Territory  with  federal  jurisdiction,  an  ac- 
'^lon  of  ejtvlmeut  would  be  brought.  He  had 
Kiiinself,  he  said,  before  now,  seen  the  bloody  con- 
sequences ^4"  an  action  of  ejectment  in  individual 


-^y» 


i^cbses;  ancl  what  would  they  be  when  a  whole 


1 


but  one  reason — that  whatever  were  the  merits 
of  the  controversy  in  relation  to  these  claims,  this 
bill  was  not  calculated  to  settle  it. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays ;  and 

Mr.  Oaklev,  of  New  York,  rose,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  explain  at  length  the  reason  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  rejection  ;  when,  on  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  \V  RIGHT,  and  with  consent  of  Mr.  O. 
to  the  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Wednesday.  March  9. 

The  engrossed  bill  fortherelief  of  Joshua  Sands; 
the  engrossed  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  the  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  Missouri 
Territory  ;  and  the  engrossed  bill  makina:  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  during 
the  year  1814,  were  severally  read  a  third  lime 
and  passed. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  a  motion  to  reject  the 
bill  for  indemnifying  certain  claimants  lo  land 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  OaK-Ley  rose  and  observed  that  he  had 
yesterday  remarked  to  the  House  that  it  was 
with  reluctance  that  he  should  enter  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  subject  at  the  present  stage  of 
the  discussion,  and  he  was  still  of  the  same  opin- 
ion. He  did  not  fiatter  himself  that  he  could 
make  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  any  genlle- 
tnan  in  the  House;  and  feeling  satisfied  that  a 
majority  of  the  House  would  not  be  disposed  to 
reject  the  bill  at  once,  which  had  the  sanction  of 
a  very  large  majority  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  feeling  no  disposition  to  inter- 
fere with  the  passage  of  other  bills,  particularly 
the  appropriation  bill  which  was  on  the  table, 
he  felt  a  disposition  on  his  part  to  let  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  without  delay.  He  would  merely 
remark  in  reply  to  those  who  objected  to  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  settle  the  contro- 
versy, that  that  was  no  reason  for  its  rejection, 
because  the  bill  might  be  amended,  either  in 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  by  a  reference  to 
a  select  committee.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  principle,  but  who  ob- 
jected to  the  details  of  the  bill,  would  let  it  go  to 
a  committee,  where  amendments  might  be  made. 
In  relation  to  one  important  fact  relied  on  by  the 
gentlemen  from    Georgia   and    South   Carolina. 


ther  circumstance  still  more  conclusive,  and  that 
was  the  deeds  themselves,  which  stipulated  that 
the  grantors  should  not.  if  the  Slate  of  Georgia 
had  no   title,  be  obliged  to  refund   the  purchase 
money.     If  the  gentleman  would   recur  to   the 
historical  facts,  he  would  recollect  that  the  Span- 
ish Governnvent  at  that  time  was  in  possession  of 
a   large  part   of  the   land,  and   that  the   United 
States  had  a  claim   to  ii ;  the  purchasers  were 
willing  to  purchase  the  title  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  to  run  the  risk   of   other  claimants.     It 
was  purchased  by  the  original  grantors  on  specu- 
lation, and  sold  in  the  same  manner  ;  of  course 
they  would  not   warrant  the  title ;  if  they  war- 
ranted the  title  there  could  be  no  inducement  for 
them  to  sell  it  at  less  than  the  real  value.     The 
clause  stating  that  in   the  event  of  the  State  of 
Georgia    having  no  title,  the  sellers  would  not 
refund,  was  only  inserted  by  way  of  greater  cau- 
tion ;  it  was  in  order  to  avoid  any  dispute.     He 
had  intimated  his  determination,  at  this  time,  to 
let  the  question  be  taken,  but  he  flattered  himself 
that  if  the  Hou^e  would  hereafter  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  the   merits  of  the  bill  he 
would  show  that  the  claimants  had  a  legal  right 
to  ihe  lands  ;  and,  admitting  that  they  had  not, 
that  there  were  many  considerations  of  the  most 
imperious  nature  which  would  justify  a  compro- 
mise with  them. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  great  importance  of  this  subject, 
and  the  imposing  authorities  by  which  the  rec- 
ommendation  of   a   compromise   is   surrounded. 
Under  such  circumstances,  and  the  pledge  which 
he  contended  had  been  given  by  the  Government 
to  compromise  the  claim   as  now  proposed,  he 
hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  rejected,  dec. 
I      Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  replied   to  the  latter 
i  argument,  and  denied   that  any   pledge   in   this 
.  respect  had  been  given  by  the  Government. 
I      Mr.   Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  rose  lo   remark 


(Messrs.  Tkolh  and  Fahrow,)  with  respect  to  only  upon  one  argument  which  had  been  used  in 
the  claimants  having  notice  of  the  fraud,  he  I  the  discussion  upon  this  question — that  the  pres- 
wouid  say  a  few  words.  It  was  said  that  Gene-  !  ent  claimants  had  notice  before  purchase  of  the 
ral  Wasuington's  Message  lo  Congress,  or  as  it  ;  fraud.  He  said  the  subject  had  come  before  the 
has  been  called,  bis  proclamation,  gave  them  no- 1  judicial  tribunals  in  Connecticut,  where  many  ot 
lice  ;  by  a  recurrence  lo  the  Message,  it  will  be  |  the  purchasers  resided,  and  it  had  been  incontro- 
seen  that  it  is  inapplicable.  In  the  first  place  it  i  verlibly  proved  that  the  first  purchasers  under 
does  not  appear  that  it  was  made  public,  but  even  the  act  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  fraud.  The 
had  it  been,  it  was  known  that  the  United  Stales  j  purchase,  he  said,  was  divided  into  shares,  called 
did  not  admit  the  right  of  the  land  to  be  in  the  i  scrip,  like  bank  stock,  and  passed  by  delivery. 
Stale  of  Georgia  ;  ii  was  known  thai  a  contro-  |  enliiling  the  holder  to  such  quantities  of  land  as 
versy  existed  on  ihe  subject.  What  says  the  !  were  therein  named.  He  well  knew  some  of 
Message  itself?  "That  the  land^  sold  were  with-  i  the  original  grantees  who  were  there  selling  the 
in  the  territorial   limits  claimed  by  the  Stale  of  I  scrip  or  slock,  and  it  wa*?  represented  that   no 


Georgia."  General  Washington  having  re- 
ceived iho-e  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 
by  which  the  lands  in  controversy  were  sold  to 
individuals,  very  properly  communicated  them 
lo  Congress.  He  would  ask  if  any  human  being 
who  was  acquainted  with  these  circumstances 
could  have  believed  at  the  time  that  General 
Washington  meant  to  give  notice  of  the  fraud 
practised  in  the  sale.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  on  the  subject  of  notice,  observed,  that 


fraud  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  MuRFREE.  of  North  Carolina,  observed 
that  this  subject  was  acknowledged  to  be  of  great 
importance,  affecting  tiie  claims  of  a  large  body 
of  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  he  therefore 
trusted  it  would  not  be  hastily  decided.  He  was 
not  certain,  he  said,  that  he  should  vole  for  the 
compromise  at  all,  because,  in  the  first  place,  he 
did  not  know  that  the  agents  of  the  company 
were  authorized   to  accept  it ;  and  secondly,  be- 


alihough  this  was  conclusive,  yet  there  was  ano- 1  cause  he  believed  the  United  Slates  could  make 
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A  better  ijargain  "with   them. 


But  for  the  pur- '  Mr.  G.  said  that  as  a  majority  of  this  House 
^ose  of  ejiimintiig  these  points,  and  of  further  appeared  to  be  of  opinion  with  the  Senate,  that 
invesiigatjinn,  he  trusted  the  bill  would  not  be  a  compromise  could  and  ought  to  beeffected.it 
rejected,  |)Ut  suffered  to  take  the  usual  course,  was  a  great  object  that  any  law  passed  on  this 
l^s  the  hill   at   present  stood,  he  said  he  should    subject  should    be  so   passed  as  to   be  eflectual. 


f  ote  agaiis;  its  passage,  but  he  was  not  willing 
{0  preclu^e;  discussion   and   amendment  by  pre- 

^  ^nature  rejection. 

%      The  question  oa  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill. 

'4  tvas  decitie'd  in   nhe   negative   by  the   following 

^YOte:        ;  ; 

'*  YsAB — Hfegsrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bard,  Barnett, 
jRcall,  Bowen,  Brawn,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
4fConard,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Davis   of  Pennsylvania, 

♦  Denoyellea,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
^Forsyth,  Fi'anklin,  Gholaon,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
j^fin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 

•  haxn,  Johrdicn  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Lelferts, 
Ji^l.yle,  Mac<>n,  .Mcf'oy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nel- 
son, Newtijin,  Ornisby.  Piper,  PleasanU,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Koane,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford, 
J^'fannehill,' Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  and  Whitehill — 56. 
^5  Nais — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
^  v^irginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brecken- 
i*  ridge,  Bngham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark, 
\  Comstock,. Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
j  port,  Davi«  of  MacsachusetU,  Dewey,  Ely,  Findley, 
J  risk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Gaston, 

J(i«»dde»,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hufty,  Irving,  Jack- 
'«on  of  Khi^de    Island,  Jackson  of   Virginia,   Kent 


That  it  might  be  effectual,  too  great  caution 
could  not  be  exercised  in  examining  the  author- 
ity under  which  these  agents  acted.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  had  voted  to  reject  the  bill,  and  should  vote 
against  any  bill  which  might  be  passed  on  the 
subject ;  but  if  such  an  act  were  to  pass,  he  was 
anxious  that  it  should  be  in  such  manner  as  should 
attain  the  views  of  its  advocates. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  trusted,  as 
the  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  that 
they  would  be  instructed  to  make  a  detailed  re- 
port on  the  merits  of  this,  perhaps,  the  most  base 
and  abominable  claim  the  world  ever  knew, 
whose  origin  was  so  corrupt  and  revolting  to  the 
mind  of  every  honest  man.  He.  therefore,  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  require  the  com- 
mittee to  make  a  "detailed  report." 

This  motion  was  opposed   by  .Mr.  Oakley  as 

unnecessary  on  a  subject  so  fully  understood,  and 

so  frequently  reported  on  in  both  branches  of  the 

ature. 

Some  incidental  remarks  were  made  by  Mr. 
Nelson,  of  Virginia,  in  favor  of  printing  all  the 

f«on  of  Khi^de    Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,   Kent  of    documents  relating  to   this   claim,  of  which,  ai- 
New   Yor|c,   Kent  of  Maryland,    Kdbourn,   King  of    though  heretofore  printed,  he  had  been  unable  to 

^  Massac huaietts.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  I  find  a  copy  in  the  common  Library  of  the  House, 

•J  Lovett,   L*v/ndes,   Markell,    McKee,    Miller,    Motfitt,    and   he   believed   it  would    be   difficult  to  find   a 

*  Montgomeir)',,  Moseiey,  Murfrce,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pick- 

Jcring,  Pic^ras,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,'  Rich,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Rug- 
Rles,  8eyb«:r\;,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  HampUiire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of   Vir- 

_  ;;ini«,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 

<ljTaylor,  Thompson,    Vose,    Ward    of    Massachusetu, 

Ward    of  Niw   Jersey,    Webster,    Wheaton,    White, 

Wilcox,  W  uliams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson 

nf  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,   Wright,  and  Yan- 

frey— 92.     ; 


Legis 


J      The   bi^t  was  then   read  a  second  time  by  its 

J^tle. 

II  •  Mr.  Oak  LEV,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer  the 

Atjill  to  a  selvct  committee. 

f  .  This  morion  gave  rise  to  a  desultory  conversa- 

V|rion    between  Messrs.  Ingersoll  of  Pennsylva- 

9^ia,  Macom  of  North  Carolina,  Lattlmore  of 

^Mississippi,  Stafford  of  North  Carolina,  Mc- 

^HiIee  of  ICeVitucky,  Trolp  of  Georgia,  and  Ya.n- 

JiJEY  of  Nowh  Carolina,  as  to  the  propriety  of  re- 

iftrriug  it:  ^-o  a  Committee   of  the   Whole,   the 
Oomraittee  of  Claims,  and    the  Committee    of 

iPcblic  Lands,  and  motions  for  these  several  ob- 

r"""  cts  were*  successively  rejected. 
The  mQtion   for  a  reference  to  a  select  cora- 
\riiittee  prevailed  by  a  large  majority, 
-f^    Mr.  Gru.sdy.  of  Tennessee,  then  rose  to  move 
V^eadopiTon  of  ihe  following  instruction  to  the 

iieleci  coramiitee. 
H»  . 

•«•.      Resolved',  That    fhe    committee    appointed    on  the 

J  above  hill  Se  instructed  to  report  the  evidence  of  the 

Sfuthohly  vested  in  the  agent  now  attending  to  com- 

*J>romise  thp  claims  «et  up  by  Lhe  respective  claimants. 

I 


complete  copy,  nor  perhaps  the  whole  of  the 
originals,  in  the  possession  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  these 
documents  had  been  twice  or  thrice  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House,  and  he  had  no  doubt  there 
were  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  within  reach 
of  the  members.  To  reprint  them  now  would 
require  a  longer  time  than  was  allowed  for  the 
duration  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Stanford  confirmed  the  statement  of  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  complete  copy  of  these 
documents,  and  adverted  to  a  copy  once  belong- 
ing to  the  House  out  of  which  some  interested 
Yazoo  claimant,  he  supposed,  (for  no  other  per- 
son would  think  of  doing  it)  had  with  a  knife  cut 
all  those  leaves  of  the  book  which  contained  the 
important  evidence  of  the  fraud  of  the  transac- 
tion. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford  to  amend  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Grundy  was  negatived.  For  the 
motion  53,  against  it  70. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to  move 
to  add  to  the  proposed  resoluiidn  the  following 
amendment : 

"  And  that  the  committee  be  further  instructed  to 
ascertain  and  report  to  the  House  the  amount  of  money 
actually  paid  by  bona  fide,  third  purchasers  for  grants 
or  titles  they  may  hold  under  the  original  grant." 

Mr.  Lsaid  his  object  was  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  losses  for  which  these  third  purchasers  claimed 
indemnity.  He  took  it  for  granted,  that  Congress 
would  not  return  more  than  the  principal  o°mo- 
ney  actually  paid  by  them  for  these  claims,  and 
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the  interest  where  it  was  equitably  due.  He  was 
desirous  that  this  business,  which  began  in  an 
enormous  scene  of  ipeculaiion.  should  not  also 
end  in  a  like  manner. 

Mr.  Oakley  questioned  the  practicability  of 
the  object,  to  which  he  had  no  other  objection, 
except  the  labor  with  which  he  thought  it  would 
unnecessarily  burden  the  committee. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  modified  his  motion  by  inserting 
therein  the  words  if  practicable,  and  thus  mod- 
ified, his  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stanford  objected  to  the  particularity  of 
the  motion  as  it  now  stood — referring  only  to  one 
species  ol  claim.  Now.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  was  not 
the  only  Yazoo  claim.  A  previous  act  had  been 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  selling  a 
part  of  the  very  land  embraced  in  this  claim. 
That  was  also  a  Yazoo  purchase,  and  ought  lo  be 
embraced  in  the  enquiry.  Mr.  S.  did  not,  how- 
ever, make  any  motion  on  that  head. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  said  that  it  would  be 
recollected  that  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  had 
passed  an  act  subsequent  to  the  grant  of  the  ori- 
ginal grantees  authorizing  the  withdrawal  by 
them  of  the  money  which  they  had  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  Georgia,  under  which  $310,000  of 
the  money  had  been  actually  withdrawn.  With 
a  reference  to  this  fact,  he  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  by  adding  thereto  (he  following  words  : 

"  Also,  from  which  of  the  original  companies  the 
present  claimants  derive  title,  and  the  amount  of  money 
withdrawn  by  any  of  the  original  grantees,  or  their 
agent  or  agents,  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia." 

This  motion  was  further  modified,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Stanford,  by  adding  the  words, 
or  persons  claiming  under  them,  after  the  word 
grantees. 

Mr.  Wright  remarked,  that  gentlemen  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  carving  out  for  the  commit- 
tee more  work  than  they  could  possibly  go  through 
during  this  session.  He  could  not  but  think  the 
intention  was  to  delay  the  business,  so  as  to  defeat 
indirectly  an  object  which  the  House  had  directly 
determined  should  be  acted  on  during  the  pres- 
ent session.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the 
resolution  and  amendments  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Oakley  objected  to  Mr.  Hall's  motion, 
because  the  facts  required  to  be  ascertained  could 
have  no  intiuence  in  (he  decision  on  fhe  question 
of  a  compromise  of  the  claims  now  before  the 
House,  because  they  acquired  all  the  title  they  pos- 
sessed between  the  passage  of  the  first  act  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  in  January,  1795,  and  the 
passing  of  the  rescinding  act  in  February,  1796. 
Under  the  latter  act  it  wa^:  that  the  grantees 
had  gone  in  and  withdrawn  ilie  purchase-money 
from  the  Treasury  of  Georgia,  after  ihcy  had 
transferred  their  ciaims  to  other  hands.  They 
had  thus  committed  a  second  fraud,  which,  how- 
ever base  and  unjustifiable,  did  not  affect  the  titles 
of  those  who  purchased  from  them  in  the  inter- 
mediate time.  The  bill  contained  a  provision 
that  the  United  States  might  sue  for  and  recover 
from  these  persons  the  money  thus  withdrawn  ; 
bat  the  facts  required — which  it  might  be  diffi- 
Utfi  Gun.  2(1  Stss.— 59 


cult  to  ascertain — bad  no  bearing  on  the  question 
before  the  House,  and  he  was  therefore  opposed 
to  the  proposed  amendment. 

Af'er  some  further  conversation  between  Mr. 
Alston  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Wright  and 
Mr.  Barnett  of  Georgia — the  latter  of  whom 
expressed  his  opinion  that  an  inquiry  into  this 
subject  would  uiifiJtl  some  curious  circumstances 
not  generally  known,  respecting  the  withdrawal 
of  this  money  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia — 
Mr.  Hall's  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  first 
clause  of  it  without  opposition,  and  the  latter 
clause  by  a  vote,  by  ytas  and  nays,  of  71  to  69,  as 
follows : 

YiAR — Messrs.  .Mexander,  Alston,  Bard,  Barnett, 
Beall,  Bowcn,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Far- 
row, Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholaon, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hun- 
gerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
nedy, Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  N.  Carohna,  Lowndes, 
Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  .McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  .Mur- 
free.  Nelson.  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens.  Piper,  PIea»- 
anti?,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage, 
Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
L'dree,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yan- 

Natb — .Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridgc,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Da- 
venport, Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Geddts,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hufty,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of 
N.  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  McKee,  Mil- 
ler, .Moffit,  .Moseley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Richard- 
son, Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stock- 
ton, Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart.  Tallmadge,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  White,  Wil- 
cox, Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetta,  Winter,  and 
Wright— 69. 

The  question  was  theu  Ntated  on  the  adoptiOQ 
of  the  whole  resolution,  as  amended,  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  lo  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  claimant*!  to  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  be  instructed  to  report  the  evidence 
of  the  authority  vested  in  the  agents  now  attending  to 
compromise  the  claims  set  up  by  the  respective  claim- 
ants ;  and  that  the  committee  be  further  instructed  to 
ascertain,  if  practicable,  and  report  to  the  House,  the 
amount  of  money  actually  paid  by  bona  fide  third  pur- 
chasers for  grante  or  titles  they  may  hold  under  the 
original  grant ;  also,  from  which  of  the  original  compa- 
nies the  present  claimants  derive  title,  and  the  amount 
of  money  withdrawn  by  any  of  the  original  grantees, 
or  persons  claiming  under  them,  or  their  agent  or 
agents,  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia  : 

And  the  same  was  agreed  to.  For  agreeing  to 
it  73,  against  it  65.  as  follows: 

YtAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bard,  Barnett, 
Bcall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Comstock, 


f 
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v'  ■Conard,  CrawforJ,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Penn- 
Z  iylvania,  i)enoyplic8,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans, 
C  Farrow,  rorney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
\  wyn,  Gouyiiin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes, 
y  Hungerfot^.  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
»  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,   King  of  North  Carohna, 

i*[  Xiowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
t  ^cLean,  Nfoore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
t  Tickens.  Ifiper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich, 
t -Ringgold,  Roane,  Mage,  Seybert,  8mith  of  Pennsylva- 
»  pia,  Smith  of  Viii<inia.  Stanford,  Strong,  TannehilK 
jgJJ'aylor,  Tt-lfair,  'IVoup,  Udree,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
•|i*ennsylva|ija,  and  Yancey — 73. 

I  Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusett-s,  Bigeiow, 
i  Boyd,  Braifouiy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
,  Cilley,  Clarjt,  Coop«t,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis 
J  of  Matisacbnsetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
f  i'ork,  Gastc  a,  Gechles,  Grosvcnor,  Hale,  Hufty,  Irving, 
i  Jackson  of  Rhode  island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of 
j»  jS'ew  Vori,  Kilboarn,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
i^cwis,  LoViitt,  .VUrkell,  Miller,  Mofiitt,  Moseley,  Oak- 
{ey,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WU- 
tiam  Reedy  Richardson,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Simith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stocleton,  S?uart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
5  Thompson.  iVose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
1^  White,  Wik-ox,  Williams,  Wili»on  of  Massachusetts, 
T  (Winter,  anJ  Wright — 65. 
Vj  :  

j'  ?     Tnr:RSDAY.  March  10. 

i.  .     The  Hcjuse  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 
^  report  oflfje  Coninjiitee  of  Elections  on  the  con- 

•  ie?ted  election  of  Thomas  K.  Harris,  a  member 

V  jl'rora  Teiinesset?;  and  after  a  speech  of  some 
1  length  froi#  Mr.  KlE.n.nedy,  of  North  Carolina,  on 

I  some  Curii^tituttcDai  points  iovolved  in  it,  tiie 
]':  question  wH*-'  taken  on   the  report,  and   Mr.  Hab- 

'  Jti3  wa>  cojffirmed  in  his  seat  by  a  large  majority. 
;;  ■    The  billtfor  th»-  relief  of  Mary  Cheever  f>as^ed 

'  ihrough  a'^Comnjittee  of  the   VVhole.  and,  after 

*  some  debaje,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
k  ihird  readifio, 

1:  The  bilH  authorizing  the  payment  for  private 
I  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  whilst  in  the 
f  public  serjice.  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
I  the  Wholej  and,  after  much  discussion  and  sev- 
T  '?ral  matei*iial  amendments,  was,  on  motion  of 
»  Mr.  FisKiJjf  ^^'^  York,  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 
i  Ubie.         > 

\l  ■  COPPER  CURRENCY. 

•■  Mr.  Stri'BERT,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  was 
*f  about  to  oijer  a  resolution  lor  the  consideration 
f  9f  the  Haiise.  tht?  propriety  of  which  had  been 
I  ))iiggested  by  several  aentleraen.     Letters   have 

♦  ^een  rccetved.   in  whicli  it   is  stated,  that  tnany 

•  persons  ar^  now  r-ngaged  in  melting  the  copper 
l^oinsof  thjj  United  Slates.  This  was  occasioned 
f-^jy  the  pretent  eniianced  price  of  copper.  Copper 
J  sheets  werv  now  selling  at  from  sixty  to  seventy 
(  cents  per  7>oun;i  Those  who  melted  the  cents 
I  coined  at  i}ie  Mint  of  the  United  States,  would 
J  gain  fromiiwenty  to  thirty  per  cent.  These  pro- 
j  ceedings,  li»?  had  been  told,  had  already  occa>ioned 
I  much  inct.*ivenience  in  some  situations  in  the 
I"  -United  Sjaftes,  and  it  was  apprehended  it  would 

V  injure  tbdhe  who  were  least  able  to  suffer.    To 


some  the  amount  might  .seem  inconsiderable  and 
unworthy  of  legislative  interposition.  But,  by 
the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  it  appears 
that  the  copper  coined  in  the  year 

1810  amounted  to        -        -         $15,660 

1811  ••  "  .        -  2,495 

1812  '•  "         -        -  10,755 

1813  ■•  '•  -        -  4,180 


Making  a  total  for  4  years  of  $33,090 
Or  an  average  of  $8,272  per  annum,  wliich,  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  would  be  $165,440.  A 
much  greater  amount  of  these  coioii  must  now 
be  in  circulation  ;  but  the  inducement  to  those 
who  had  already  commenced  to  melt  them,  must 
be  sufficient  to  continue  their  operations,  and  thus 
injuriously  to  diminish  the  circulating  medium. 
His  resolution  was  in  the  following  words: 

'■•Resolved,  That  a  committee  banppointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  copper  coins  of  the 
United  Sutes." 

The  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  FidK,  of  New  York,  rose  to  make  a  motion 
which  he  said  he  had  in  contemplation  ever  since 
he  examined  the  provisions  of  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the 
establishment  of  a  National  Bank.  Whatever 
might  be  his  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  a 
bank  for  national  purposes,  he  did  not  know  thai 
this  was  the  proper  moment  for  erecting  such  an 
institution,  because,  when  Congress  had  just  au- 
thorized the  sale  of  stock  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  millions,  it  would  certaiuly  be  inexpeditnt  to 
create  a  demand  for  so  large  an  amount  of  other 
stock.  Bui.  if  it  was  expedient,  or  whenever  il 
shall  b  ',  every  one  who  had  read  the  bill  must 
perceive  that  a  bill  containing  such  provisions 
would  not.  could  not  pass.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is 
referred  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders 
of  the  National  Bank,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
to  establish  a  National  Bank,  with  provisions  for 
branches. 

Mr.  Seybert,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  was  op- 
posed to  this  motion.  He  thought  it  would  be 
highly  improper,  it  it  was  referred  lo  a  commit- 
tee at  all,  to  refer  this  subject  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, when  It  properly  belonged  to  the  standing 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  all  subjects  re- 
lating to  the  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  the  credit 
of  the  Government.  Mr.  S.  related  the  course 
this  su!)ject  had  taken  during  this  session.  In 
the  first  instance,  it  had  been  introduced  into  the 
House  by  a  petition  from  the  citizens  of  New 
York,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  The  committee  had  reported 
that  in  their  opinion  il  was  not  Constitutional  to 
establi.,h  branches  in  the  Stales.  It  was  now 
proposed  again  lo  refer  this  question  to  a  com- 
mitlee—for  what?  To  inquire  inlo  the  ex|K»di- 
ency  of  estabJishing  a  Bank  with  branches,  against 
which  so  pointed  a  report  had  already  been  made. 
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What  could  the  ijenlleman  promise  him.self  from  '  possesses  exclusive  jurisdiction.     He  said  that  he 

this  course  ?     Nothing  but  defeat.     Thequestion 

wa.s  one  of  considerable  magnitude,  which  there 

was  during   this  session   no   time  to  investigate. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  been   and  should  be  opposed 

to  the  bill ;  and,  on  a  former  occasion,  several  of 

the  States  had  declared  their  opposition  to  such 

a    proposition.     To  keep  the  question  before  the 

House,  would  do  an  injury  lo  the  nation,  in  regard 

to  Us  public   slock.     There  were  men  here  who 

were  highly  interested  in  the  fate  of  this  question, 

and    who.  during   its   agitation,   would  doubtless 


should  be  alarmed  by  such  a  construction,  if  it 
were  lo  prevail,  that  Congress  might  within  this 
District  do  the  most  unconstitutional  acts.  Such 
a  bank  was  certainly  not  necessary  for  the  use  of 
people  within  this  District.  To  establish  such  a 
bank  with  this  view  would  be  as  preposterous  as 
It  would  be  lo  build  fifty  sail-of-the-line,  under  a 
pretence  ol  protecting  the  city  by  sailing  along 
the  canal  which  runs  through  it.  There  was  in 
the  District  as  much  natural  capacity  to  employ 
the  one  as  the  other.  In  regard  to  the  principle 
dissuade  their  friends  from  embarking  in  the  loan,  of  exclusive  legislation  in  the  District,  Congress 
He  hoped  this  motion  would  not  prevail,  but  that  I  had  decided  it  not  to  exist  in  the  extent  now  con- 
the  bill  now  before  the  House  would  be  taken  up  1  tended  for,  when  they  acquiesced  in  the  views  of 
at  a  proper  time  and  heard  on  its  merits  .      _        . 


Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  staled  the  cour.se  this 
question  had  taken  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  When  the  question  was  referred  to 
them  they  had  decided  against  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  measure  as  then  proposed  *,  and,  as 
so  much  argument  had  heretofore  taken  place  on 
the  subject,  they  thought  it  would  be  better  now 
to  place  the  naked  question  before  the  House,  to 
enable  them  to  decide  in  the  first  instance  whether 
the  Constitution  did  vest  in  Congress  the  power 
to  establish  a  National  Bank.  This  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  but,  by  discharging 
that  Committee  from  the  furtiier  consideration 
ot  the  report,  and  referring  it  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  with  particular  in- 
structions, the  House  had  waived  the  Constitu- 
tional question,  and  directed  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  Bank  wiilnn  the 
District  of  Columbia.  A  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee believed  it  would  be  expedient,  though  he 
himself  did  not  think  so.  and  did  not  agree  to  the 
report.  If  the  gentleman  was  disposed  lo  try  the 
question  of  establishing  branches  to  the  Bank,  it 
would  be  easier  to  do  so  by  ingrafting  a  proposi- 
tion to  that  effect  on  the  present  bill.  It  would 
be  better,  if  recommitted,  however,  that  the  bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  not 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  had 
already  expressed  their  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  FidK  said  he  did  not  know  that  the  ques- 
tion could  be  acted  on  at  the  present  session,  but 
that  was  une  of  the  points  he  wished  to  be  in- 
quired into.  The  question  was  of  so  much  im- 
portance that  he  wished  it  to  be  examined  in  all 
Its  bearings;  and,  if  it  could  not  be  acted  on  at 
the  present  session,  that  the  public  opinion  on  it 
might  be  concentrated  before  the  next.  The  agi- 
tation of  this  question,  he  presumed,  would  not 
create  any  difficulty  in  procuring  the  loan,  when 
it  was  recollected  that  every  Legislature  in  the 
Union  almost  was  principally  engaged  during  its 
sessions  in  e^tabllshlug  new  banks.  He  thought 
the  establishment  of  a  great  bank  would  rather 
have  a  tendency  lo  check  the  extravagant  issue 
of  paper,  and,  if  he  mignt  be  allowed  the  expres- 
sion, to  bring  the  community  to  its  senses.  Jt 
had  been  said  that  thougii  the  incorporation  of  a 
National  Bank  was  unconstitutional,  yet  it  might  | 
be  established  in   this 


the  President  in  putting  bis  veto  to  the  bill  for 
incorporating  a  church  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, because  of  the  unconstitutional  connexion 
of  religion  with  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
A  very  cursory  view  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  would  show  that  it  was  not  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  good  people  wilhin  the  District,  be- 
cause so  few  of  the  directors  were  located  within 
it.  Mr.  F.  adverted  to  other  objectionable  features 
of  the  bill,  by  way  of  proving  that,  if  a  National 
Bank  was  necessary,  this  bill  was  not  calculated 
to  answer  the  object. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  made  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  propriety  of  acting  on  this  sub- 
ject speedily.  Though  he  had  reported  this  bill. 
It  was  not  a  favorite  project.  He  was  in  favor 
of  reporting  a  bill  with  very  different  provisions, 
but  a  majority  had  overruled  him.  and  decided 
that  It  was  not  Constitutional  to  establish  a  Bank 
with  branches. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  observed  that 
gentlemen  might  obtain  their  object  without  re- 
committing the  bill,  by  moving  a  resolution,  and 
obtaining  a  vote  thereon,  that  it  was  or  was  not 
exftedient  to  establish  a  Bank  with  branches. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  36. 


Friday,  March  11. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Seth  Russell  and  sons;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Eppcs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
war,  to  make  an  additional  allowance  to  the  own- 
ers and  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  back  lo  the 
United  Slates  destitute  and  distressed  American 
seamen;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
AugustusMcKinneryandLaysel  Bancroft;  which 
wa>  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ar- 
thur Tappan.  John  Frolhingham,  and  Etham 
which  was  read  twice  and  coraraiiied  to  a 
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f      Mr.  Ep»»]E8  also  made  a  report  on  the  resoluiion 

» jDstrucling"  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 

ftoediency  of  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 

Dy  law  tu<the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for   the 

Slate  of  Maryland  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 

;  to  lie  on  trKe  tablt'. 

Mr.  Tkocp,  on  his  owo  motion,  was  excused 
from  servln?  on  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  providing  for  the 
I  iademnifichtion  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
I  jands  in  thi*  Mississippi  Territory,"  and  Mr.  Jack- 
l  Aon,  of  Virginia,  was  appointed  on  the  said  cora- 
ls mittee  in  his  place. 

•  The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marjr  Chee- 
3  ver  (allovt^ng  her  a  pension  of  $100  a  year  as 
7  a  gratuity  irora  Congress  in  consideration  of  the 
distinguisb^'d  bravery  of  her  two  sons,  John  and 
Joseph  Chvever.  blain  on  board  the  frigate  Con- 
stitution ij,  her  engagement  with  the  Java)  was 
read  a  thit:^  time,  and  passed. 

The  bilH  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Jf.egislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
( which  acj.  apportions  the  direct  tax  in  a  different 
manner  (rtu-n  that  described  in  the  act  laying  the 
[;tax)  pass<i.J  through  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  vjrdered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the -elief  of  Joseph  W.  Page  passed 
through  a*  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  he  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Spejfiish  brig  Patriota  passed    through  a 
Committeeuf  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
I  engrossed  fyr  a  third  reading, 
j  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Russell  and  sons 
jassed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordere.(i  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readin<». 
On  moiij.n  of  Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
Ijte  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into 
Whe  justice  and  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary 
^cif  the  District  Judge  for  the  District  of  Massa- 
ichuseits,  and   that   they  have  leave  to  report   by 
jtiill  or  othnr.wise. 

r  The  bill  ;;onfinning  certain  claims  to  lands  in 
•ibe  Illinois  Terriiory.  and  providing  for  their  loca- 
j»Uon,  pa.sset^ 'through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
J^nd  was  tirdered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
^fading. 


through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  referred  back  to  the 
committee  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  Vir- 
ginia district,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Girard  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


V     The  bill  "for  the*  relief  of  Henry  Malcom  passed  '  lime,  and  passed 


Saturday,  March  12. 

Mr.  Moore  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Managers  of  the  Columbia  Turnpike 
Road,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying  permis- 
sion to  open  and  turnpike  a  road  from  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  the  line  of 
the  said  District,  so  as  to  intersect  the  Columbia 
Turnpike  Road.— Referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  MuR FREE,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petitions  from  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  cause  certain  parts  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  States  to  be  surveyed  ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKiM,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  directed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  revive,  and  continue  in  force,  an 
act,  entitled  '"An  act  to  revive,  and  continue  in 
force,  'An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Geor- 
gia," passed  on  the  20ih  of  April,  1808. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Tennes.-ee.  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  certain  claims 
to  lar.d  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing 
for  their  location,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Mal- 
colm wa>  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Wal- 
kington  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pav'-ed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  ol'  Daniel  Ma- 
cauley  and  Samuel  Ralston  was  read  the  third 


4:^rough  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
*iered  lo  be,  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
\  \  The  bill  ifor  the  relief  of  George  Walkington 
5|T^ssed  throLgh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
>'*a^  ordere(jl  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
\'^  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Macauley  a'nd 
^rouel  Ralston  p:ls^ed  througli  a  Committee  of 
*ii,e  Whole,'aod  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
^nhird  reading. 

1  iThe  Hoifse  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
^Sre  Whole;  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  an  Insu- 
^^iDce  Comjiany  iii  Georgetown,  m  the  District  of 
U^!o!umbia;-t!ie  Committee  reported  progress,  and 
||"^t.•^ined  leave  to  sit  again. 

;The  resolution   e^t-ported  by  the  Committee  of 


An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 
the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
Virginia  district,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W. 
Page  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of 
the  cargo  of  the  brig  Patriota  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Russell 
and  sons  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Girard  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
ori  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
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campaign  on  the  Wabash.  The  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment,  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  as 
amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  H.  Savage  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ephes,  of  Virginia,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  relative  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  courts  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
the  same  was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  and  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
select  committee  thereto,  for  the  belter  organizing, 
paying,  and  supplying,  of  the  Array  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  explained  in  a  partic- 
ular manner  the  objects  of  the  bill ;  the  passage 
of  which  he  urged,  on  the  ground  generally  that 
it  would  place  a  certain  part  of  the  Militaty  Es- 
tablishment upon  a  better  footing,  would  econo- 
mise the  public  resources,  and  supply  some  ma- 
terial defects  which  at  present  existed  in  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment. 

The  bill  received  various  unimportant  amend- 
ments, which  were  reported  to  the  House  and 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  and  amendments  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  C.  Cochran,  Marshal  of  the 
district  of  South  Carolina,  which  report  was  un- 
favorable to  the  petitioner. 

After  some  explanations  from  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
of  Pennsylvania, Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, and  a  statement  of  facts  by  Mr.  Cheves 
of  South  Carolina,  to  show  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to — a  desultory 
proceeding  took  place  on  various  propositions 
made  with  a  view  to  reverse  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  and  extend  relief  to  the  petitioner. 
Before  it  came  to  any  decision  on  the  report, 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 


uuiic  L.ani{s  iq  lavor  of  Dennis  Clarke,  passed  J  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late 


Monday,  March  14. 

Mr.  Wood  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Tdomasiown.  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, praying  permission  to  export  their  lime 
coastwise  to  other  towns  in  the  said  State. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Newton  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Thompson,  praying  payment  of  the  balance  of 
his  account  for  laying  brick  on  the  fortitications 
at  Norfolk,  in  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  24th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  granting 
pensions  to  the  officers  and  seamen  serving  on 
board  the  revenue  cutters  in  certain  cases  :  which 


was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  act.  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the 
Wabash,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Henry  Savage  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ''for  the  better  or- 
ganizing, paying,  and  supplying,  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '■  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1814,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  proposition 
which  he  deemed  of  vital  importance,  and  to 
which  he  had  been  desirous  for  several  days  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  an  opportunity.  It  was  a  pro- 
position somewhat  similar  to  that  offered  the 
other  day  by  a  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Wright)  from  which,  however,  it  differed  in  two 
circumstances.  It  did  not  embrace  a  mere  pal- 
liative for  the  evil,  but  a  radical  cure :  it  did  not 
propose  an  inquiry  by  any  committee  into  the 
expediency  of  a  certain  course,  but  it  required  a 
decision  thereon  by  the  House.  In  other  words 
It  was  a  proposition  for  a  total  and  complete  aban- 
donment of  the  restrictive  system,  an  abandonment 
at  once  and  forever.  In  conformity  to  the  prac- 
tice which  had  prevailed  under  the  rule  of  the 
former  Speaker,  and  which,  as  it  had  not  beea 
reversed,  ne  should  consider  as  binding,  Mr.  G. 
said  he  should  reluctantly  abstain  from  arguing 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  propose,  and  confine 
himself  to  a  brief  statement  of  the  reasons  on 
which  it  was  lounded.  It  might  be  supposed  at 
first  a  little  strange  that  he  should  entertain  a 
hope  that  a  proposition  of  this  kind  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  House,  when  it  had  so  short  a 
time  ago  made  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  embargo, 
and  that  decision  had  been  supported  by  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  Legislature.  But  there 
were  a  few  considerations  applicable  to  the  pres- 
ent moment,  which  induced  the  hope  that  the 
House  might  depart  from  the  system.  It  would 
be  recollected,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  the  Government 
was  now  about  commencing,  perhaps  had  already 
commenced,  the  collection  of  the  war  taxes  im- 
posed by  Congress  at  their  last  session.  How  it 
might  be  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  he  could 
not  say;  but  in  the  part  whence  he  came,  he 
could  say  with  some  confidence,  that  unless  there 
should  be  a  departure  from  a  system  which  de- 
prived the  husbandman  of  a  market  for  the  pro- 
duce of  his  labors,  these  taxes  would  bear  most 
oppressively  on  the  people.  It  was  of  importance, 
too,  that  a  decision  should  be  pronounced  on  this 
subject  without  delay,  from  another  consideration. 
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C$pecaIatioQ.<i  are  already  afloat,  rumors  circulated) 
■akP'i  hopes  widulged.  that  the  embargo  would  be 
Jrtraoved.  If  such  a  thinp  was  designed,  it  was 
-*{fe.:essary  ihat  the  design  should  be  effectuated 
^without  df^ay.  tiiat  all  persons  interested  might 
^♦e  permitted  to  derive  fair  profits  from  the  trade 
vwhich  would  be  thrown  open  on  the  removal  of 
yiiio  embargo,  and  that  it  might  not  fall  altogether 
^liDio  the  ha^ids  of  speculator-.  It  was  important 
^  i^at  suspei^se  should  be  done  away,  and  that  those 
>>^nsations  \»hich  arise  from  a  rapid  succession  of 
Vl^opes  and  fears,  should  be  lulled.  There  was 
^^^other  consideration  which  had  weight  on  his 
•  liimd.  Congress  had  authorized  by  law  an  im- 
jliiense  expenditure.  To  enable  the  Treasury  to 
"  j^eet  this  expenditure,  a  large  loan  had  become 
i^ecessary.  Sucn  was  the  pressure  on  our  mon- 
jnyed  institiition;,,  from  the  present  state  of  com- 
■j^ fierce,  as  induced  him  to  suppose  there  would  be 
^i  most  serious  difficulty  in  obtaining  that  loan. 
J^il  the  con,<>equence  would  be  felt  only  by  those 
aiirough  w^iose  agency  the  present  state  of  things 
i^iad  been  produced,  candor  required  of  him  to  say, 
<^^hat  he  should  oehold  it  with  composure,  if  not 
■^i«'iih  comilacency-  But  he  looked  to  its  effects 
on  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  on  its  public 
ijredit;  artd,  as  far  as  these  considerations  went, 
^|ie  felt  as  li/ely  an  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
^|oan  as  any  gentleman  in  the  House.  One  more 
j!vOnsiderarir;n  h^  would  urge.  He  was  one  of 
N  ihose  who  thought  this  policy  always  erroneous. 
^  jmbarrassiag  to  the  finances,  oppressive  to  the 
\  community  and  inefficient  as  regards  the  enemy. 
^i3ut  if  he  bad  b«en  in  error  on  this  subject  ;  if  the 
^^ontrary  opinion  was  correct,  he  submitted  to 
II gentlemen  whether  the  period  had  not  passed  by 
^Vhen  an  important  advantage  could  be  expected 
10  be  derived  from  the  embargo  ?  Could  we,  he 
asked,  exptct  to  produce  the  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing provisions  for  the  armies  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
jr*},  when,  their  soil  was  no  longer  polluted  by  a 

I^liostile  foot  ?     That  we  could  occasion  difficulty 
Jio  Great  jBritain   in  obtaining  supplies    for  her 
W^avy,  when  all   the  granaries  in  the  world  were 
r  f'pen  to  hiitl     Or  that  we  could  affect  her  man- 
*tifactures  \}y  prohibiting  their  importation,  when 
*Jwe  knowjthat  with  all  their  exertions,  her  arti- 
^   ^ans  can  'v:arcely  produce  a  sufficient  supply  to 
■^»atisfy   lh5i  present  demand  for  her  fabrics  from 
»^.4broad  ?     With  these   considerations,  expressed 
^  >a  languairi'  somewhat  like  the  above.  Mr.  G.  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolutions: 
.L]    Raolred,  Th&t  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act  lay- 
^  ing   an  emt)»rgo  on  all  ehips  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
tf  ind  harbor,  of  the  United  Sutes. 
^     JUsoived, 't'Vha.t  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  so  much  as 
.^aiay  be  in  t^rce  of  the  several  provisions  of  an  act  en- 
i.*;  UtleJ  "An  4ct  to  interdict  commercial  intercourse  be- 
**tween  the  jUnited    States,  and    Great    Britain,    and 
.»  Trance,  an^  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
.;  poses." 

»J, ,    iJftta/rdi/;  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
«^  in  a  bill  or  bills  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

V  j »    '^^^^  question  was  stated  '•  Will  the  House  now 

>/  jHOceed  to  consider  these  resolutions  V     And  Mr. 

:  "Ghu.mdy,  cj'  Tennesssee,  having  required  the  yeas 
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and  nays  thereon,  the  question  was  decided  ia 
the  negative — for  consideration  58,  against  it  86, 
as  follows : 

YzAs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusettt),  Bipelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Ciiiey,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  Vurk,  King  of  MassachuHetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  .MUler,  Moffit,  .Mont- 
gomery, Moseley,  Oakley,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed, 
Wilham  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Webster,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — .Messrs.  .Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Bealt,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chapprll,  Clark,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Far- 
row Findley,  Fisk  of  V  ermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din.  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Virginiii,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Lylc,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKira  McLane,  Moore,  Mur- 
free.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ornisby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Roane,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the  said 
resolutions. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain  postroads 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
received  various  amendments,  after  considerable 
desultory  and  unimportant  debate  on  the  merits 
of  particular  roads.  dt/C. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  the  amend- 
ments therein  made  were  agreed  to,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one;  and  other  amendments  being 
proposed,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday.  March  15. 

Mr.  I.NGHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners;  whicli  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  [This  bill 
authorizes  the  President  to  fix  the  pay  to  be 
allowed  to  the  petty  officers,  midshipmen,  and 
seamen,  and  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
make  an  addition  not  exceeding  — —  per  cent,  to 
the  pay  of  those  engaged  in  particularly  hard  and 
disadvantageous  service.] — Twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  L.  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Harrison  and  John  T.  Courtney,  praying 
compensation  for  putting  out  the  fire  which  the 
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en«my  h«d  put  to  the  Afip  io  Yeocomico  rirer  in    Mr.  Lowndes,  was  negatived,  and  Mr.  Rbed's 
Virginia,  which  report,  recommending  a  reference  I  motion  wa«!   agreed  ^o:  and    Messrs,  W.  Reed, 
of  the  petitions  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  was 
read  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Military 
Appropriation  Bill  were  passed  through  a  Com- 


mittee of  the  Wnole,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  altering  and  establishing  certain  post 
roads,  which,  alter  further  discussion,  was  ordered 
to  he  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  "  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  allowing  a 
bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  pri- 
vate armed  vessel^  of  the  United  States."  with 
an  amendment;  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  ibis  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  E.  Cochran;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  the  resolution  therein  contained,  as 
follows : 

Resolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House;  when,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Corarnillee  on  the  Judiciary,  together 
with  the  resolution  contained  therein,  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  with  in.-tructions 
to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner,  upon 
a  full  and  fair  disclosure  and  surrender  of  his 
estate  and  effects.  And  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  The 
question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  in  their  agreement  in 
the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  W.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  called  up  a 
resolution  which  he  had  moved  some  weeks  ago, 
and  which  had  been  temporarily  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table;  and  the  House  agreed  now  to  con- 
sider said  resolution  in  the  following  words: 

Hesolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  means  of  retrenchment 
and  economy  of  reform  in  the  general  management, 
and  of  extension  and  efficiency  in  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment, may  be  practicable  and  expedient;  and  that 
they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  R.  explained  the  grounds  of  his  motion  as 
he  had  before  stated  them:  tbe  multiplicity  of 
duties  attached  to  the  Head  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  the  want  of  accountability  in  the  vari- 
ous branches. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  acknowl- 
edged that  benefit  might  result  from  the  adoption 
of  the  motion.  &c. 

Mr.  I.-voham.  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  motion  so  as  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Naval 
Committee:  which   motion,  after  objections  by 


Low  ndes,  Ridgely.  Webster,  Wood.  Seybert, 
and  Irving,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAIS. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  A.  Chcvallie, 
agent  for  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumarchais,  made 
a  report;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  » 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

That  the  circumstances   under  which  shipments  of 
goods  and  advances  of  money  to  the  United  States  were 
made  by  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  during  our  Revolution, 
were  such  as  necessarily  produced  much  difficulty  in 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts.     There  was  no  con- 
tract by  which  the  obligations   and  rights  of  the  two- 
parties  were  defined ;  and  it  appears,  from  many  let- 
ters of  Dr.  Franklin  and  of  Arthur  Lee,  that  both  those 
gentlemen  considered  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  a.s  supplied 
with   funds  by  the   French  Government,  to  encourage 
the  resistance  of  America,  and  to  give  to  this  political 
transaction  the  appearance  of  a  mercantUe  speculation. 
Mr.  Lee  represents  Mr.de  Beaumarchais  when  first  intro- 
duced to  him,  as  declaring  that  he  was  authorized  by 
the  French  Government  to  offer  200,000  louis  for  the 
use  of  the  revolted  colonies.     In  a  letter,  signed  by  B. 
Franklin,  Arthur  Lee,  and  Silas  Deane,  they  express  the 
wish  that  Mr.  D.  Beaumarchais's   accounts  might  be 
left  to  them  for  settlement.  "  as  there  was  a  mixture 
of  public  and  private  concerns,  which  Congress  could 
not  so  well  develop."     Letters    from   Mr.  Girard,   a 
former   Minister  from   P>ance  to  the    United   States, 
written  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais, 
states  "  that   only  mditary   stores   were   advanced  to 
him  by  the  French  Government  for  the  United  States, 
which  he  was  to   return    to  the  royal  arsenals;"  and 
Mr.  de  Vergennes  says  that,  "  for  the  payment  of  the 
military  stores  the  Governmsnt"  of  this  country  "should 
not  be  pressed."     In  these  letters,  indeed,  as  in  those 
of  Mr.  Turreau  since,  all  connexion  on  the  part  of  tlie 
French  GovemmentwiihMr.de  Bcaumarchais's  spec- 
ulations is  denied,  and  the  transaction  represented  as 
a  mere  commercial  adventure.     Yet  it  could  not  have 
been  meant  that   the  Government  of  France  did  not 
furnish  a  part  of  the  cargoes  :  for  this  is  proved  by  the 
statement  of  Dr.  Franklin,  of  Mr.  Girard,  and  of  Mr. 
de  Vergennes  himself.    It  could  not  have  been  meant, 
that  the  Government  of  France  had  not  some  power 
over  the  debt,  which  the  delivery  of  these  stores  pro- 
duced ;  for   Mr.  de   Vergeiines   himself  promises  that 
for  this  our  Government  should   not  be  pressed.     It 
could  have  been  intended  only  to  say  that  the  French 
Government  was  to  have  no  profit  from  the  transmc- 
tion  ;  and  this  may  readily  be  admitted. 

The  committee  have  adverted  to  this  apparent  •*  mix- 
ture of  public  and  private  concerns,"  in  the  subject* 
of  Mr.  de  Bcaumarchais's  accounU,  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  that  delay  in  their  liquidation,  which  could 
not  otherwise  be  reconciled  to  the  habitual  fidehty  of 
this  Government  to  all  its  engagements.  The  prinei- 
ples  on  which  those  accounts  were  finally  settled  at 
the  Comptroller's  office,  in  1805,  are  fully  explained 
and  supported  bv  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  of  the  'lOth  of  March,  1806,  which  the  commit- 
tee to  which  the  same  business  is  now  referred,  beg 
to  be  allowed  to  adopt  as  a  part  of  this  report.  The 
balance  which,  under  that  settlement,  appeared  dae  to 
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I*  pie  estate  of  Mr.  tie  Beaumarchais  was  paid  to  theme- 
^  inorialUt  in«1806.  This  committee  have  not  minutely 
^  examined  i|ie  charges  brought  by  Mr.  de  Beaumar- 

*  cbais  agairkit  the   United   States,  because   they  have 

•  teen  nettlet^at  the  Treasury,  on  principles  which  the 
^  memorialisjjJoes  not  indeed  represent  himself  as  ap- 
iL  proving,  bi|(  to  which  he  seems  disposed  to  acquiesce. 
^  The  only  qjtiestion  relating  to  the  account,  which  it 
«  appears  neivssary  to  bring  distinctly  to  the  view  of 
^  the  House,  ^tfers  to  a  million  of  livres,  which,  at  the 
%  Treasury,  li»ve  been  considered  as  paid  in  1776,  by 
^  the  French  Government,  to  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  for 
i  ihi"  service  lif  the  J'nited  States,  and  for  which  credit 
ihas  been  acvi)rdingly  taken.  This  question  is  so  fully 
^explained,  iind,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  so 
^justly  decidir),  in  the  letter  of  the  former  Secretary  of 
fctlif  TreasuK)!  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  included  in  the  report 
J  before  referr.jd  to,  that  they  will  add  a  very  few  obser- 
^vations  to  tha  perspicuous  statement  which  it  contains. 
^H"  the  opinion  expressed  in  that  letter  be  correct,  the 
ii  just  claim  of  the  h«Mre8s  of  Caron  de  Beaumarchais  has 
^l)ecn  fully  (uslisfied. 

*•     With  resjjcct  to  the  claim  of  the   United  Slates  to 
yttiis  creditor*  million,  (which  is  denied  by  the  merao- 
.Snalist,)  the  committee  submit  to  the  House  that  it  must 
5be  supposed  either — 

.( '    1.  That  tb^d  million  was  paid  to  Mr.  de  Beaumar- 
>?hai8,  for  thffjuse  of  the  United  States,  to  which  he  was 
;liound  to  acffbunt  for  its  expenditure;  or, 
^      2.  That  t#is  million  was  not  paid  to  .Mr.  de  Beau- 
•ilparchais,  foj^  the  use  of  the  United  States;  or, 
;  *  3.  That,  ijf  it  were  paid  for  the  use  of  the  United 
i^tates,  it  W5,^  expended  on  "  objects  of  secret  political 
iasarTice,"  coi^nected  with  the  interests  of  the  United. 
I^tates,  but  djfTcrent  from  the  supplies  which  are  charged 
^iji  Mr.  de  BCiaumarchais's  accounts  ;  that  it  wajj  satis- 
^(ictorily  ac(»iunted   for  to  the   French  Government; 
iifl\d  that  it  ^as  to  that  Government  only  that  he  was 
^^und  to  acujunt. 

'  1  1.  On  the!  first  supposition  there  can  exist  no  claim, 
rem  the  part  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais, 
-  fc^inst  the  Vnited  States,  and  it  is  therefore  only  ne- 
t'cjBssary  to  e:(Amine  the  others.  It  may  bo  supposed — 
*j  2.  That  ti^is  million  was  not  paid  to  Mr.  de  Beau- 
^raarchais  fortthe  use  of  the  United  Slates.  This  sup- 
^poiiition  is  <v  )ntradicted  by  the  evidence  of  facts,  and 
^liy  the  declantion  of  the  French  Government  in  1794, 
'^«fe  is  shown  Jn  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  before  refer- 
,Trd  to.  But;  if  it  be  admitted,  the  obligation  of  the 
•'United  Slativ  to  pay  this  million  now  will  not  be  im- 
i^ijied.  It  w^l  be  recollected  that  by  the  contract  of 
tl'|ebruary  2o-  1783,  three  millions  of  livres  advanced 
ft.y  France  btjbre  the  treaty 'of  1778,  as  well  as  six  mil- 

§^'  >ns  afterwards  granted,  were  declared  to  be  a  gratui- 
us  assistar^e.  If  there  were  not  a  million  paid  to 
r.  de  Beau^iiarchais  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales, 
e  million  lilvanced  in  1777  by  the  farmers  general, 
]v(which  was  '.ntered  in  our  loreign  account  under  the 
of  "  sulriidies,")  must  be  considered  as  having 
Bn  a  gratuitous  aid,  and  should  have  been  deducted 
Irom  the  atii»unl  which  France  claimed  to  be  due  by 
[America.  Iii  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the 
I'rcasury  to  4lr.  Bournonville,  dated  February  8,  1794, 
whe  refuses  to  admit  to  the  credit  of  France  the  balance 
|Muo  to  the  fi<.-mcr8  general,  until  it  should  be  shown 
l^tliat  the  miUii>n  received  from  them  formed  no  part  of 
■Jthe  gratuitous  aid  specified  in  the  contract  of  1783. 
j^^fbe  Frencl^  Government,  by  the  receipt  of  Mr.  de 
;;-fi|eaumarchsrfc,  and  by  the  opinion  which  it  expressed,  ; 
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satisfied  the  Comptroller  that  the  deductionof  the  mil- 
;  lion   was   to   be   made    from    Mr.   de    Beaumarcbais's 
;  account,  and  not  from  its  own.     If  the  French  Gov- 
ernment were  mistaken  in  this  opinion,  it  follows  that 
we  overpaid  it  in   1794,  by  an  amount  equal  to  that 
which  by  its  mistake  was  withheld  from  Mr.  de  Beau- 
1  marchais.     But,  the  evidence  which  should  ascertain 
the  real  creditor  could  only  have  been  obtained  from 
F" ranee.     The  acknowledged  debtors  as  we  at  that  time 
j  were  of  the  P'rench  Government,  as  well  as  of  Mr.  de 
i  Beaumarchais,  we  had  no  interest  in  making  this  de- 
duction rather  from  the  one  debit  than  the  other  ;  and 
j  if  France,  in  deciding  a  question  in  which  her  Govern- 
ment and  one  of  her  subjects  were   alone   interested, 
and  of  the  evidence  of  which  her  Government  was  the 
only  depository,  has  erroneously  decided,  it  is  not  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  complaints 
can  properly  be  directed.     It  may  be  supposed — 

3.  That,  if  the  million  in  question  were  paid  to  Mr. 
de  Beaumarchais,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  it 
was  expended  on  objects  of  a  political  nature,  connect- 
ed,  indeed,  with  the  interests  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, but  dilTerent  from  the  supplies  which  are  charged 
in  Mr.  de  Beaumarcbais's  accounts;  that  it  was  satis- 
I  factorily  accounted  for  to  the  French  Government ;  and 
i  that  to  it  only  was  he  bound  to  account.  It  appears 
to  the  committee,  that  these  suppositions  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted. The  French  Government  advanc«d  money  to 
Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  to  be  employed  for  our  service. 
Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  purchased  articles  most  essential 
to  our  service,  and  sent  them  to  this  country  ;  shall 
we  presume  that  this  advance  has  been  invested  in 
these  articles,  or  been  used  in  some  other  way  for  our 
benefit,  of  which  no  evidence  appears  ?  A  receipt  is 
indeed  produced,  showing  that  the  French  Minister  was 
satisfied  with  the  application  of  a  million  "  to  an  ob- 
ject of  secret  political  service ;"  but  this  by  no  means 
contradicts  the  opinion,  that  it  may  have  been  em- 
ployed for  the  purchase  of  the  articles  which  .Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais  sent  to  America,  and  that  therefore  it 
ought  to  be  deducted  from  his  account. 

But,  besides  other  difSculties,  are  we  to  presume 
that  Dr.  FranUin,  who  negotiated  this  contract  of 
1783,  would  not  have  been  informed  that  the  gratui- 
tous aid  which  he  was  called  upon  formally  to  acknowl- 
edge, was  made  so  mysteriously,  that  neither  he  nor 
his  Government  was  to  know  the  objects  to  which  it 
was  applied,  nor  the  services  which  it  accomplished. 

The  objection,  however,  to  a  reversal  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  appears  to 
the  committee  not  to  result  alone  from  an  examination 
of  the  case  which  he  has  decided.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States,  in  constituting  a  department  by 
which  all  claims  upon  it  are  to  be  impartially  exam- 
ined, and  in  consigning  the  direction  of  this  depart- 
ment to  men  of  judgment  and  integrity,  has  adopted 
the  only  method  of  securing  justice  to  creditors  which 
the  institutions  of  any  society  can  provide.  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais  was  himself  anxious  that  the  question 
in  which  he  was  interested  should  be  decided  by  arbi- 
tration. .Mr.  Chevallie  (the  attorney  of  his  heiress) 
would  wish  that  it  should  be  referred  to  judicial  decis- 
ion. But  neither  arbitrators  nor  judges  could  be  more 
impartial  than  the  officers  of  the  Government,  who 
have  no  interest  to  induce  a  wrong  decision,  and  whose 
repuUtion.  in  some  degree,  must  depend  on  their  ma- 
king a  right  one.  If  the  rules  of  a  court  of  law  be  dif- 
ferent, they  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  more  liberal,  or, 
in   general,  more  satisfactory  to  a  foreign  claimant. 
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than  those  adopted  by  the  TreMnrj,  in  the  settlement 

of  their  accounU.  But,  if  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
have  erred  in  their  decision,  shall  not  Congress  correct 
the  error  ?  The  committee  believe  that  in  this  case  they 
have  not  erred;  and  the  voluminous  documents  which 
the  reference  of  this  question  has  obliged  them  to  ex- 
amine were  not  necessary  to  convince  them  that  want 
of  time  must,  of  itself,  disijualify  the  Legislature  for 
the  task  of  rejudging  the  sentences  of  its  officers  of 
finance. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resolution: 
Resolrtd,  That  the  memorialist  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  memorial. 

Orrici  or  thk  Attohmt  Gk<(esal, 

y^'aahington,  February  28,  1812. 

8i»  :  I  have  considered  the  subject  of  the  letter 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the 
9th  of  last  month,  in  the  cate  of  the  representatives  of 
Monsieur  de  Beaumarchais,  and  am  of  opinion  that 
the  documents  do  not,  in  point  of  law,  maintain  the 
discount  of  a  million  of  livres  to  which  your  letter 
alludes. 

The  demand  of  Monsieur  de  Beaumarchais  appears 
lo  be  admitted  ;  upon  what  principle,  whether  of  strict 
law,  or  of  Ul)eral  equity,  whether  ui>on  a  reasonable 
probability,  or  upon  regular  proof,  I  do  not  know,  and 
have  not  been  called  upon  to  inquire. 

If  the  demand  has  been  admitted  without  rigorous 
proof,  it  is  for  Congre:?8  to  determine  how  far  it  may 
be  proper  to  measure  a  discount,  claimed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  a  standard  purely  legal.  But  viewing 
the  question  referred  to  me,  as  I  have  been  desired  to 
view  it,  as  a  mere  matter  of  law,  I  am  compelled  to 
say,  that  the  title  to  the  deduction  insisted  upon  must 
be  shown  by  the  United  States,  and  that  the  evidence 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  establish  il  in  a  court  of 
justice. 

If  the  reasons  of  this  opinion  should  be  thought  ne- 
cessary, I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  them  to 
the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
▼ours,  Ac. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Hon.  Chaisman  of  Committee  of  Claim*. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Oakley,  from  the  comnaittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  'providins: 
for  ihe  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  (a 
compromise  of  the  Yazoo  claims,)  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and.  together  with  the  bill,  cora- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

The  committtee  have  had  the  subject  of  the  said 
bill  under  their  consideration,  and  arc  of  opinion  that 
it  is  expedient  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  enter  into  a  compromise  with  the  persons  claiming 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  under  or  by  virtue 
of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  of  the  7th 
January.  1795.  The  reasons  for  this  opinion  do  not 
rest  on  the  strict  legality  of  the  title  of  these  claim- 
ants to  the  lands  in  question — though  the  committee 
cannot  forbear  remarking  that  that  title  appears  to 
have  all  the  sanction  which  can  be  derived  from  a  sol- 
emn decision  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  known 
lo  our  laws— they  are  grounded  on  considerations  con- 


nected with  the  permanent  interests  of  the  United 
States,  as  they  relate  to  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
with  the  quiet  and  speedy  settlement  of  that  Territo- 
ry ;  with  the  more  easy  extinguishment  of  the  Indian 
title  to  the  lands  conUined  in  it ;  with  the  security 
against  all  future  Indian  wars  in  that  quarter,  which 
the  settlement  of  the  Territory  must  affijrd;  with  the 
extensive  navigation  connecting  parts  of  the  Western 
States  with  the  ocean,  which  must  be  opened  when  the 
population  of  the  Territory  shall  be  adequate  to  such 
an  object,  and  with  the  strength  and  safety  which  such 
a  population  must  confer  on  the  Louisiana  frontier. 

It  may,  in  addition,  be  remarked  that  there  are  equi- 
table considerations  connected  with  the  present  claims, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  strongly  re- 
commend them  to  the  favor  of  Congress.  Although 
the  original  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia  might  have 
been  procured  by  fraudulent  and  corrupt  means,  it  sat- 
isfactorily afipears  to  the  committee,  as  far  as  their  in- 
quiries have  been  extended,  that  the  present  claimants, 
or  those  under  whom  they  hold,  were  bcma  fide  pur- 
chasers of  the  immediate  grantees  of  Georgia,  with- 
out notice  of  any  fraud  or  corruption  in  the  original 
grant.  The  committee  refer,  on  this  head,  lo  the  pa- 
pers  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  from  "A."  to  "  L.," 
inclusive. 

As  to  the  terms  of  the  compromise  which  it  may  be 
expedient  to  make,  the  committee  have  considered  that 
those  contained  in  the  bUI  from  the  Senate  are  as  effect- 
ual and  practicable,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as  eligible 
as  ought  to  be  required  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  They  have  accordingly  directed  the  chairman 
to  report  the  said  bill  without  amendment. 

The  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  on  the  9lh  instant. 

As  to  the  "  authority  vested  in  the  agents  now  at- 
tending to  compromise  the  claims  set  up  by  the  respect- 
ive claimants,"  the  committee  have  procured  all  the 
information  within  their  reach.  They  have  examined 
various  documents  and  papers,  some  of  them  very  vo- 
luminous, consisting  of  conveyances,  powers  of  attor- 
ney, letters,  &.c.  They  have  also  received,  from  the 
respective  agents,  written  representations  of  the  extent 
of  their  powers  and  authority,  and  of  their  readiness 
lo  accede  to  the  terms  of  compromise  contained  in  the 
bill  from  the  Senate.  These  representations  are  an- 
nexed to  this  report. 

The  committee  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  re- 
port to  the  House  the  various  documents  exhibited  to 
them  by  the  respective  agents  in  support  of  these  rep- 
resentations. Such  a  procedure  was  supposed  not 
to  come  necessarily  within  the  purview  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  and  would  have  encumbered  this 
report  with  a  mass  of  papers.  The  committee  will  re- 
mark, generally,  that  the  authority  of  the  agents  ap- 
pears to  be  very  extensive,  and  that,  in  the  course  of 
their  inquiries  on  this  head,  they  have  discovered  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  one  of  the  claimants  will 
refuse  to  accede  to  the  proposed  compromise. 

As  to  the  "  amount  of  money  actually  paid  by  bona 
fide  purchasers  for  granU  or  titles  they  may  hold  un- 
der the  original  grant,"  the  annexed  papers  afford  all 
the  information  which  the  committee  have  found  it 
"  practicable"  to  obtain.  These  papers  show,  lo  a  great 
extent,  the  prices  at  which  "  bona  fide  third  purcha- 
sers" contracted  for  the  lands  in  question,  and  which 
were  paid  in  negotiable  and  endorsed  notes,  and  other 
securities.  But  the  committee  censider  it  impractica- 
ble lo  ascertain  to  any  extent  "  the  amount  of  money 
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^  actually  paijl '  without  derotins  to  the  inquiry  more  ]  his  knowledge  on  this  subject.  The  reporter 
;  time  «nd  •'tlention  thtn  any  committee  could  bestow  understood  hira  to  say,  that  on  inquiry  in  the 
^.  >n  it,  durinj,  any  nession  of  Confess,  as  it  would  lead  oflfice  of  the  Clerk,  to  satisfy  his  mind  on  the  cor- 
^10  an  exan>;^iation  of  all  the  private  transactions  of  the    rectness  of  what  had  been  stated  on  this  subject, 

he  had  been  informed  by  the  Clerk,  that  there 
was.  or  had  been  about  the  office,  one  book  of  the 
first  edition  of  those  documents,  out  of  which  the 
leaves  had  been  cut  for  the  printer,  by  the  clerks, 
10  save  themselves  the  trouble  of  copying  the 
papers,  when  they  were  last  reprinted  by  order  of 
e  pre.ent  daimanta  derive  title,  and  the  I '^^   House;   and   that  the   only  book  which   had 

mutilated  to  their  knowledge  was  the  one 

he  had  referred,  «tc. 
he  question  on  the  day  for  considering 
this  report,   motions  for  Monday  and  Saturday 
next  were  negatived;  and  it  was  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Thursday. 


been 


,J  numerous  ijidividuals  now  interetiteJ  in  these  claims, 
^  which  mirtt  be  connected  with  the  purchases  and 
i,"  4ale8  of  thc'iands  in  question,  and  with  the  notes  and 
£  ither  sec ui (lies  given  in  consequence  of  these  pur- 
,  rhases  and  jiles. 

'  :    As  to  tha^  part  of  the  resolution  which  instructs  the 
'  ommittce   i)   inquire   "  from   which   of  the    original 
>  .  ompanjes  th< 

;^timount  of  fcioney    withdrawn   by  any  of  the  original  j^^^i^    j^ui 
'  irrantees.  oi  persons  claiming  under  them,  or   their     ''^  which 
fugenf,  or  ai^ent*!,  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia T"  the         Upon  t 
^  rommittec  iiso  refer  to  the  annexed  papers,  and  to  a 
^  ilocument  aJjompaiiying  the  rsport  of  the  commission- 
|Lvr«  appoint*';!  m  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  en- 
^Ulled  ''An  ^ct  for   the   amicable  settlement  of  limits 
.    with  the  St  te  of  (Jeorgia,  and  authorizing  the  estab- 
♦Jishment  of  ia  government  in  the  Mississippi  Territo- 
ry," which  ;locument  is  ctjntained  in  a  volume,  from 
5  j>age   147  Ui^  page  153,  inclusive,   printed   by  order  of 
$  Congress,  ojj  the  19th  day  of  December,  1809. 
2"    The  comi)iittee  also  take  the  liberty  to  refer  to  the 
4»  volume  abotementioned,  as    containing  much  useful 
^  information  ;in  relation  to  the  acts    and  proceedings  of 
J  ihe  8late  oiJGeorgia,  and  of  the  United  States,  con- 
^  iiected  with 'the  subject  under  coiuideration.     In  the 
1  ^ame  volumt-  will  also  be  found  the  report  of  the  com- 
y  (uissioners  tjovementioned,  and  various  documents  ac- 
>  rompanyingt  the  same,  showing,  among  other  things, 
.  the   evidenrf-  of  the  fraud   and   corruption  connected 
*  ivith  the  onf^inal  grant  of  these  lands  by  the  State  of 
^iieorgia.       | 

^^  All  whiclj  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  House. 
jl^  On  the  question  for  what  day  the  consideration 
•Jfif  this  sutrect  by  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
4>hould  be  y)rdered,  different  days  were  named, 
^and  a  desultory  conversation,  not  connected  with 
^{he  questi(iji  immediately  before  the  House,  con- 
^liuued  untj^  it  was  checked  by  the  Speaker  fur 
5tts  irreguUjriiy. 

i     Mr.  WeiiGHT,  of  Maryland,  took  occasion  to 
*i  reply  to  a  ♦remark  made  by  Mr.  Sta.nford  the 


'  Wednesday,  March  16. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  letter 
from  Return  J.  Meigs.  Agent  of  the  United 
Stales  at  Highwassee,  io  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, suggesting  the  propriety  of  extending  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  over  white  persons  re- 
siding within  the  Indian  boundaries. — Referred 
j  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  reported  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Dennis  Clarke;  which   was  twice 

read,  and   ordered    to   be    engrossed   for  a   third 

reading. 

!      Mr.  Richardson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 

select  committee  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 

for  the  relief  of  John  Whitney  and  Joseph  H. 

Dorr  ;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

'      The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain 

'  post  roads,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

i      The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  araend- 

,  ment  of  the  Hou>e  to  the  bill  '•  in  addition  to  the 

I  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  officeri>,  and 

I  crews  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 

;  States,"  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  spent  a  short  time  in  Committee  of 


pother  day.  ihat  there  were  no  complete  copies  of    the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the   relief  of  James 


Doyle;  which  bill  was  reported  and  then  ordered 
to  he  on  the  table. 


^<he  docuntjnts  relative  to  the  Yazoo  claim,  to  be 

f*  ound  on  t,"!je  files  of  the  House.     On  inquiry  he 
had  found'jthat  there  was  at  least  twenty  com- 
^^  plete  copiei  of  those  documents. 

Mr.  Nei^on,  oi  Virginia,  repeated  the  observa- 
:;on  he  hai*  made  upon  the  subject  of  the  rautila- 

'lon  of  th4  printed  records  on  the  subject,  of  '  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of 
which  he  h^d  derived  his  information  from  others,  j  a  Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
Undfrom  lie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  to  |  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  therefor 


DISTRICT  PENITENTIARY. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Inqersoll,  of 
Pennsylvania,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committetiof 


p\vhom  he  ;r!ppealed  to  confirm  ihe  statement 
^  Mr.  StaKford.  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
1^  late  the  4iher  day.  and  he  now  affirmed  and 
y-ould  prcv'-  the  fact,  that  certain  books  which 
WTad  been  pfinted,  containing  the  evidence  ot  the 
KYazoo  fraiii.  had  been  gutted  of  their  contents; 
?he  had  set|n  them,  and  the  fact  had  been  at  a 
^former  ses»jon  urged  on  the  floor  as  a  reason  fur 
.reprinting  jhem.  He  had  also  stated,  merely  ■!« 
.presumpticji,  that  they  had  been  so  rauiilated  by 
t-ome  interested  person. 

Mr.  Rir^ciELV,  of  Delaware,  in  a  low   voice, 
:nade  a  Mafement  of  the  facts  which  had  come  to 


[This  bill  authorizes  the  President,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  to  cause 
to  be  erected  the  buildings  and  walls  of  a  Peni- 
tentiary, on  the  square  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton called  the  Judiciary  Square;  and,  to  provide 
means  competent  to  effect  this  purpose,  appropri- 
ates certain  public  lots  in  the  city,  to  be  sold 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  commissioners,  so 
much  of  the  proceeds  as  is  necessary  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  the  remainder 
to  be  paid  over  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.] 

On  this  bill  considerable  desultory  debate  took 
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nlace  the  bill  bein<r  opposed  by  Mr.  Wright  and  '  Brigham,  Caperton.   Calhoun,  Cilley.   Cooper.  Cox, 


Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  be  unjust  to  appropriate  the  public  pro- 
perty to  the  purposes  of  this  District,  already 
sufficiently  favored  by  benefits  from  the  public 
Treasury,  dtc.;  and  was  warmly  ^upported  by 
Mr.  Inqersoll.  on  the  ground  of  the  expediency 
of  the  measure,  and  the  propriety  of  the  mode  in 
which  it  was  proposed  to  be  effected.  The  pub- 
lic lots  proposed  to  be  appropriated  to  this  pur- 
pose were  at  present  of  no  possible  benefit  to  the 
public,  from  whom  the  property  would  not  be 
transferred  by  an  application  of  these  lots  to  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  Penitentiary,  because  the 
Penitentiary  itself  would  be  the  property  of  the 
public,  &.C.  Mr.  FiNDLEY  defended  the  city  from 
the  remarks  applied  to  it  by  Mr.  Wright. 

The  Committee  rose  for  want  of  a  quorum, 
and.  at  length,  after  refusing  once  to  adjourn,  and 
having  come  to  no  decision  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill,  there  being  a  difficulty  in  keeping  a  quorum 
to  attend  to  business,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  17. 
Mr.  Inqersoll.  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  to  define  more  explicitly  the  duties  of  the 
judges  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment  applying  the  principle 
to  the  Territory  of  Illinois  as  well  as  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Indiana  ;  which,  after  some  observa- 
tions from  Messrs.  Inqersoll,  Jennings,  of  In- 
diana, and  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I 

Mr.  Seybert,  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  select 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  the  copper  coins,  reported  that 
It  was  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  make  any  alter- 
ation in  the  copper  coins  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  S.  presented  a  letter  from  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  on  the  subject  ;  which  was  read.  The 
report  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dennis 
Clarke  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

COASTING  TRADE. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  con- 
iideration  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  vessels,  whose  cargoes  shall  consist  of  fire- 
wood, baik,  or  lime,  to  proceed  from  a  port  or  place  in 
a  State  to  one  or  more  ports  in  the  same,  or  an  adjoin- 
ing State,  under  such  restrictions  and  regulations  as 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  may  direct ;  and, 
also,  of  allowing  vessels  that  have  usually  been  em- 
ployed in  the  fisheries  to  be  again  employed  in  that 
business  ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  63,  nays  80,  as 
follows : 

YjtAt — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,   Bigelow,    Boyd,   Bradbury,   Breckenridge, 


Culpepcr,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely.  Forsyth,  Gas- 
ton, Grosvenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Huf^y,  Hungerford,  Ir- 
ving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  l.pwis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Ma- 
con, Markell,  McKce,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Richard- 
son, Ridgcly,  Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart.  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Whealon,  W'hite,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  ,\lexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barnelt,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Chappell,Co(mstock,Condict,Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Denoyelles, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fmdley,  Fisk  of 
Vl,  Fisk  of  N.  Y.,  Forney,  FrankUn,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  GriflSn,  Hall.  Hams,  Hawes,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Va.,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Md.,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  North  Carolina,  LeflferU,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
McKim,  MofTitt,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  RoberUon, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

DUTIES  ON  SPIRITS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  rejwrt  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  against  the  expediency  (into 
j  which  they  had  been,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Y.,  in- 
I  strurted  to  inquire)  of  amending  that  provision 
in  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers, 
dec,  so  far  as  respects  the  sale  of  domestic  spirits 
sold  in  less  quantities  than  five  gallons,  at  the 
place  where  the  same  shall  have  been  distilled, 
and  by  the  person  to  whom  license  shall  have 
been  granted  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Yancey  moved  to  amend  the  report,  so  as 
to  declare  it  to  be  expedient  to  make  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  license  law.  His  object  was 
to  make  it  lejal  for  distillers  to  sell  in  any  quan- 
tity not  less  than  one  gallon. 

After  considerable  debate  in  the  Committee, 
and  afterwards  in  the  House,  this  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows : 


Yeas— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston.  Avery,  Barnett, 
Beall,  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Clark,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Findley,  For- 
ney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vu-ginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sevier* 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Udree,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey — 60. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetU, Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Bradley,  Brigham,   Brown,    Butler,  Chappell,  Cora- 
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'> stock,  Coijdict,  Conard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuth- 

7  '.  bert,  Davenport,  DenoycUes,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fisk 
of  Vermojn,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Griffin,  tirosvenor, 
Hale,  Ha.fl)rouck,  Hufty,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Rho<le  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Ker- 
shaw, Kinipof  Mass.,  LefferU,  Lovctt,  Lowndes,  Mar- 
kell,  McKjfn,  Miller.  Moffit,  .Moseley,  Oakley,  Picker- 
ing, Pitkin.  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  \Vm.  Reed,  Rca 

i   of  Pa.,  Rich,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage, 

I    Seybert,  Sijeffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith 

If   of  New     York,    Smith   of  Pennsylvania,    Stockton, 

J. Strong,  Stitart.  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tanne- 

y'hiJl,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup,  Vose,   Ward  , 

:    of  Massaclusetts,    Ward    of  New    Jersey,    Webster,    aga'^st  the  same. 

♦    Wheaton, -Whitehill.    Wilcox,  Williams,    Wilson    of  i       This    bill   under 


Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland.  inoTed  topostpoDe 
the  further  consideratioa  of  the  bill  indefinitely  ; 
which  motion  was  also  negatived}  and  the  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PAUL  CUFFEE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  permit  the  departure  of  Paul  Cuffee  with  a 
cargo  to  Sierra  Leone;  together  with  a  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufacturcb 


went  a  discussion  of  a   very 

diffuse  nature,    and    of  no   little    length,  in    the 

i  course  of  which    the  object  of  the  bill  was  sup- 

I-:     The  HcHise  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  |  Z''^  ^.ciYHT  *  bTv\'.^? V?««"r;r  R  '  ^'"" 
IT  on  the  b.Ufrom  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Isaac     n^  va  ;,*„?,«!'     ^/p^'^^ 

LiLVALL,  and  biiiPHERD,  and  Opposed  by  Messrs. 

Newto.n,  Wright,  McKiM,  Kerr,  i.NGHAM,  Fiat, 
of  Vermont,  and  Ingersoll. 

The  bill  was  supported  on  the  ground  of  the 
excellence  of  the  general  character  of  Mr.  Cuf- 
fee; the  philanthropy  of  his  views;  the  benefits 
to  humanity  and  religion  generally  of  which  a 
success  in  the>e  views  might  be  productive;  the 
benefits  which  would  result  to  the  United  States, 
pariicalarly  from  the  establishment  of  an  insn- 
lution  which  would  invite  the  emigration  of  free 
blacks,  a  part  of  our  population  which  we  could 
well  spare,  <Scc. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bill  was  opposed  on 
various  grounds.  While  the  excellence  of  the 
general  character  of  Mr.  Cuffee  was  fully  credi- 
ted and  generally  admitted,  it  was  said  that  the 
bill  would  violate,  in  favor  of  a  foreign  mission, 
that  policy  which  we  had  refused  to  infringe  for 
the  sake  even  of  our  coasters  and  fishermen  ; 
that  Mr.  Cuffee  might  depart  in  neutral  vessels 
with  his  companions,  but  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  permit  hira  to  carry  out  a  cargo,  which 
was  not  at  all  necessary  to  his  views  ol  propaga- 
ting the  Gospel  ;  that  his  voyage  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  policy  of  existing  laws,  independent 
of  the  embargo  policy,  because  Sierra  Leone  was 
a  British  settlement;  that  as  this  was  a  British 
settlement,  in  the  possession  of  a  nation  claiming 
^.  ,  and  asserted  to  he  the  bulwark  of  our  religion* 

•^'  Mr.  h.E\r.  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition  of  ;  there  was  no  occasion  for  cargoes  departing  from' 
Woseph  Jofinson.  packetmasler.  of  the  City  of ;  the  United  States  to  enable  her  to  carry  her 
f:  Washington,  praying  permission  to  run  his  pack-  i  views  into  effect.  «tc. 

^<t  between  the  said  city  and  Alexandria,  in  the  (  Intermingled  in  this  debate  was  considerable 
J  District  01.  Columbia,  by  giving  a  general  bond  controversy  and  something  like  asperity  as  to  the 
I  in  such  atsjount  as  the    Government  may  pre- I  character  of  the  British  nation  for   religion  and 


*  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright — 89. 
S  ;  ISAAC  CLASON. 

The  H(»use  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bil(  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
f  Clason,  aijd  the  amendments  thereto  of  the  Com- 
»  mittee  of, Commerce  and  Manufactures;  which 
^  were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Ne|vto.n,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  1.0  include  the  extension  also  of  relief  to 
Archibald*  McCall,  of  Philadelphia,  whose  peti- 
I  tion  had  Iwen  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
f;  merce  anj  Manufactures. 

'Ij.  This  motion  produced  considerable  discussion. 
if  in  which  Messrs.  Newton,  Inger^joll.  and  Sey- 
^-  BERT,  supr>orled  the  motion,  and  Mes-rs.  FidK.of 
\  New  Yor^k,  Post,  and  Irvi.ng.  opposed  it;  but 
^.not  in  any  way  involving  the  merits  of  A.  Mc- 
i'Call's  cas(.  The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  34. 
S  The  C.immittee  rose  and  reported  the  amend- 
^'ments  to  ijie  bill. 

Mr.  Mi«rfhee,  of  North  Carolina,  moved   to 

commit  Mhe  bill   to  the  Committee  of  Com- 

'  merce  and; Manufactures,  with  a  view  of  having 

*  ttompreheiided  in  one  bill  all  the  cases  of  a  simi- 
J  lar  charac^Vr  which  deserve  relief. 

:^:  This  mi* tion  also  gave  rise  to  a  considerable 
:^J«bate.  bt^ing  supported  by  Messrs.  NRrfree, 
*,6evbert.  Jnoehsoll.  and  McKim,  and  opposed 
"^  by  Messrs-.  Fi8K,  of  Vermont.  Wright,  Fisk,  of 
,*  New  Y'oraj.  and  Newton.  The  motion  was  lost— 
^,  ayes  35;  c^d  the  House  adjourned. 
f  

*:  ■  I 


j^ecoramit 


Friday.  March  IS. 


^*cribe,  not  ^o  evade  the  act  laying  an  embargo. — 
-J^eferred   lo  the  Committee   on    Foreign   Rela- 
tions. 

^  The  Hoase  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
»  unfinished  ^)usines3.  being  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
,  '  for  the  rt^ief  of  Isaac  Clason  ;"  and  the  araend- 
Jnenls  yesterday  made  thereto  in  Committee  of 


humanity,  in  which  Mr.  Pickering,  ot  Massa- 
chuseti.o.  on  the  one  side,  and  Mr.  Kerb,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  on  the  other, 
were  the  principal  debaters,  and  also  on  the  evil 
which  might  result  from  transporting  liberated 
slaves  from  this  country  to  a  British  settlement. 
The  question,  however,  appeared  to  the  reporter 
j  to  turn  on   the  expediency  of  permitting,  under 


the  Wholf'^ere  agreed  to. 
_  :  Mr.  MuijFREE,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  1  the  existence'o'f 'theTesVricuie system  acar^oto 
..recommit  ^he  bul  to  the  Committee  of  Com-  ;  go  out  which  mu.t  necessarily  sail  under  British 
l^nerce  an.jl  Manufactures ;  which  motion  was  j  license ;  which  it  was  argued  would  not  be 
^tJOgatived.j  (granted  unless  it  were  considered  advantageous 

.;•■        i 
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to  the    interest  of  the  enemy  that   such   trade 

should  be  carried  on. 

The  debate  having  been  extended  to  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,  the  Committee  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  with  certain  amendments, 
and  on  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading,  which  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  vote  was  for  the  bill  t>5.  against  it  72. 
as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd.  Bradbury,  Brigham, 
Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiUey,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cul- 
peper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Farrow, Geddes,  Hale,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Law,  Lefferts,  Lovett,  Markell,  McLean, 
Miller,  MofTit,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oakley, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post.  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Tall- 
madge, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton.  Wilcoi,  Wilson  of  .Massa- 
chusetts, and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard,  Bar- 
nett.  Brown,  Burwell,  Chappell,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth.  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Ir- 
ving, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
McKim,  Moore,  .Murfree,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ring- 
gold, Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tanne- 
hill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  Whitehill.  Williams,  Wil- 
son of  Pennsylnia,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Saturday,  March  19. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  peiition  of  Stephen 
Girard,  of  Philadelphia,  merchant,  stating  that 
his  ship  Montesquieu  and  cargo,  being  captured 
on  the  passage  from  the  East  Indies  by  the  ene- 
my, he,  by  permission  of  the  Government,  effected 
her  ransom,  and  broucht  her  into  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia; and  praying  that  a  part  of  the  duties 
paid  on  said  cargo  may  be  refunded  to  him,  in 
consequence  of  the  benefit  which  accrued  to  the 
Government  by  jaid  ransom. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  South  Carolina,  praying  for  the 
aid  of  Government  in  opening  an  inland  water 
communication  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  St. 
Mary's  river,  in  Georgia. — Referred. 

Mr.  McKee.  of  Kentucky,  reported  a  bill  for 
quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  reported  a  bill 
concerning  certificates  of  confirmation  of  claims 
to  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee 


on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
service  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and  or- 
ganize themselves  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier 
of  the  United  Scares;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

ISAAC  CLASON. 

The  engrossed  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Isaac  Clason.  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  case  of  Isaac  Clason  has  been  for  some 
years  before  the  Legislature,  and  has  frequently 
pas.sed  through  one  or  the  other  House;  some- 
times separately,  and  sometimes  in  connexion 
with  others.  The  following  are  the  circum- 
stances of  his  case,  as  stated  by  those  who  sup- 
ported the  bill :  Several  years  ago,  Mr.  Clason, 
on  account  of  circumstances  arising  from  the  ex- 
istence of  contagion  in  New  York,  was  prevented 
from  giving  bond  on  a  cargo  of  foreign  produce 
re-exported,  within  the  time  required  by  law  to 
entitle  him  to  receive  drawback  thereon.  He 
prays  that,  in  consequence  of  these  accidental 
circumstances,  he  may  not  be  deprived  ot  the 
benefit  of  drawback,  which  he  would  have  re- 
ceived but  for  the  intervention  of  circumstances 
not  within  his  control. 

The  bill  was  opposed  with  some  warmth,  and 
supported  with  equal  zeal,  in  a  debate  of  some 
length.  The  objections  were,  that  it  was  im- 
proper to  legislate  in  particular  cases,  when  others 
of  the  same  class  were  passed  by  ;  that  this  was 
a  claim  not  on  the  justice  but  on  the  liberality  ot 
Congress,  who  ought  to  be  just  before  they  were 
generous,  and  not  open  the  Treasury  to  claims  of 
this  description,  when  claims  of  a  more  urgent 
nature,  arising  from  the  Revolutionary  war,  were 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.  The  claim 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  supported  on  its  merits, 
and  the  injustice  of  refusing  to  render  justice  in 
one  case  because  it  was  not  done  in  another. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gholson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely  ;  and 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  was  decided  as 
follows — For  postponement  57,  against  it  83. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  the  bill  to 
Monday  next,  and  negatived — ayes  45. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  nega- 
tived. The  same  motion  was  again  made,  and 
negatived. 

After  further  debate,  the  question  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  was  decided  in  the  afilirmative — 
yeas  84,  nays  59.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton, Champion,  Chappell,  Cillcy,  Comstock,  Cox, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthberl,  Davenport,  DenoyeUea, 
Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gaston, 
Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  How- 
ell, Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Ken- 
nedy, Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefferta, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  McKec.  McKim,  Miller,  .Mof- 
fat. Montgomery,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
Pitkin,  Pleasanu,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rich,  Rich- 
ardson, Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Sheffey, 
Sherwood.  Shiphcrd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
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Stockton, Hturge8,Taggart,Tallraadge, Taylor. Thomp-  I 
son,  \'o8o,tWar«J  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
aey,    Weti^ter,   V\'heaton,   White,   Wilcoi,   Williams, 
Wilaon  o/^ Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats— 1^1  essrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Barnett,  ijreall,  Rowen,  Brown,  Burweli,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calfcoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch, 
Davis  of  I'ennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvnll,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Evans,  Fimey,  P'orsyth,  Gbolson,  Uoodwyn,  Griffin, 
*.  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Huogerford,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
i  Jackson  o^  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky  I  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kiibourn,  King  of 
North  Camhaa,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Moore, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Pickens,  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  I 
of  Tennesjfee,  Roane,  Sharp,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Udree,  ' 
Whitehiil^  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  thej^ill  was  passed.  i 
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'^        Monday,  March  21. 

A  mesiage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Henaie  have  passed  the  hill  ''  making  ap- 
propriait^os  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  iS14,"  with  an  amendment.  The  Senate 
have  disft^reed  to  the  2J,  5th,  16th.  18th,  and  22d 
of  the  an-.endmenis  made  by  this  House  to  the  bill 
'•for  the  •better  organizing,  faying,  and  supplying 
the  Armj  of  the  United  States."  and  have  con- 
curred iiii  the  residue  of  the  >aid  amendments  with 
amendments;  in  all  which  amendments  they  ask 
the  conc'yrence  of  this  House. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  Hf')use  resolved  itsell  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whf>Je.  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
indcmniti(>atio[i  of  certain  claimants  to  lands  in 
the  Misi'Jtsippi  Territory. 

Mr.  VVaiGHT.  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follow;^ : 

Mr.  Chairman — I  feci  mys-elf  bound  as  a  mem- 
ber of  tSiV  committee  to  whom  this  bill  has  been 
referred^  ^  justice  to  the  parties,  as  well  as  to  the 
friends  D|  the  bill,  to  present  this  subject  to  the 
nation  ais.it  is,  and  to  rescue  the  j)arties  and  their 
advocalru  from  the  ignorant  clamors  of  the  pub- 
lic prints.  In  May,  1789.  Georgia  established 
her  Coijjititution.  and  thereby  vested  her  Legis- 
lature w»th  full  power  to  dispose  of  her  public 
lands.  As  a  proof  thereof  in  December.  1789. 
she  pas.'»id  a  law  disposing  of  several  tracts  of 
land  iher«"in  mentioned  to  three  companies,  by  the 
names  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo,  the  South  Carolina 
Yazoo,  niid  Tennessee,  and  for  issuing  to  them 
grants,  on  the>r  complying  with  the  conditions. 
These  ajTi?  parts  of  the  same  lands,  but  they  failed 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  sale,  and  the 
lands  rertained  to  be  disposed  of  by  Georgia.  On 
the  7th  'jfanuary,  1793,  Georgia  again  sold  those 
lands  by  ;an  act  of  the  Legi>l«iure  of  that  State, 
10  the  l»;Ur  companies,  under  whom  the  present 
persons  c^aim.  amounting  to  fifty  millions  of  acres 
of  land,  tor  the  -um  of  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and,  by  the  act,  directed  llie  Governor,  on 
payinenjof  the  purchase  money  into  the  treasury 
ol  GcotJ.ia,  to  issue  to  the  said  companies  their 
grants,  .agreeably  to  ihe  said  act.     The  several 


companies  without  delay  paid  into  the  treasury 
the  several  sums  by  them  respectively  to  be  paid, 
and  the  Governor,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act. 
isiiued  to  them  their  respective  patents.  During 
the  Summer  of  1795,  these  lands  were  sold  to  the 
New  England  purchasers,  now  applying  for  an 
equitable  compromise,  without  notice  of  any  mal- 
practice in  the  original  purchasers.  In  February. 
17%,  Georgia  repealed  the  law  of  7ih  of  January, 
1795,  declared  the  sales  under  it  fraudulent  and 
void,  and,  as  an  evidence  of  their  temperance, 
burnt  the  act  and  records  of  the  grants  with  fire 
drawn  from  heaven  with  a  sun-glass. 

Even  that  Legislature,  in  this  temper  of  mind, 
dirested  the  repayment  of  the  money  paid  into 
their  treasury  by  these  fraudulent  purchasers — 
they  did  not  burn  that.  And  out  of  the  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  paid  into  the  treasury,  three 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  dollars  were  withdrawn,  and  their  claims  to 
a  proportionate  quantity  of  the  lands  were  given 
up.  Permit  me  to  remark,  that  by  a  number  of 
resolutions  of  the  old  Congress,  the  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  with  whom  we 
were  at  war,  were  pledged  as  a  fund  for  the  pay- 
meat  of  the  national  debt,  in  the  event  of  our  con- 
quest, which  by  the  laws  of  war  inured  to  the 
joint  bentit  of  the  nation,  by  whose  united  blood 
and  treasure  they  should  be  conquered,  and  such 
a  resolution  will  be  found  on  the  same  page, 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Maryland  line,  for 
their  gallant  conduct  in  action  in  South  Carolina; 
and  It  will  appear  that  Maryland  entered  into  the 
consideration,  upon  that  express  condition — her 
claim  to  her  portion  of  these  land.i  remaining  yet 
to  be  adjusted,  with  tlie  claims  of  her  sister 
States. 

Congress,  however,  desirous  that  the  Slates, 
within  whose  jurisdictional  limits  these  lands  thu;^ 
acquired  were,  pressed  the  States  to  relinquish 
them  for  that  purpose,  and  on  the  7th  of  April. 
1798,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  three  commissioners,  to  act  with  commis- 
sioners to  he  appointed  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  to 
fix  the  true  limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  to 
establish  the  Misjtissippi  Territory  out  of  the  lands 
so  relinquished  by  Georgia.  On  the  10th  of  May, 
1800,  Congress  passed  another  act  authorizing  the 
commissioners  so  appointed,  to  make  such  settle- 
ment of  limits,  on  such  terms  as  might  be  agreed 
on,  not  advancing  any  money  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States;  and  aUo,  authorizing  said 
commissioners  to  receive  propositions  of  com- 
promise for  any  claims  against  said  lands  so  in- 
tended and  expected  to  be  relinquished  by  Geor- 
gia, many  of  the  States  having  then  relinquished 
large  tracts  of  land  to  the  Lniled  States.  To 
fulfil  this  exptciaiion,  Georgia  appointed  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Baldwin  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr. 
Milledge  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
her  part,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  appointed  Mr.  Madi- 
son the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Gallatin  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  the  At- 
torney General,  who  on  the  24th  of  April,  18U2. 
settled  the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  also  of  tlie  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  stipulated  for  the  payment  of  a 
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million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  to  Georgia,  out  of 
the  first  .^ales  of  the  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, and  also,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia  held  by 
the  Indians  ;  they  also  agreed  "  that  a  portion  of 
'  the  said  lands,  not  exceeding  five  millions  ef  acres, 
'  or  the  proceeds  of  the  said  five  millions  of  acres. 
'  or  of  any  part  thereof,  be  appropriated   for   the 


'I 


urpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  and  compensating 

or  any  claims  other  than  those  hereinbefore  re- 
'  cognised,  which  may  be  made  to  the  said  lands. 
'  or  any  part  thereof,  provided  it  shall  beappropri- 
'  ated  by  Congress  within  one  year,  after  the  con- 
'  firmation  of  the  said  compromise  by  Georgia. 
'  And  they  limit  the  time  for  Georgia  to  decide  on 
'  said  agreement,  to  six  months,  and  that  Congress 
'  shall  be  bound  by  the  agreement  if  they  do  not 
'  within  six  months  rei>eal  the  laws  for  the  ap- 
'  pointment  of  said  commissioners  by  the  United 
'  States." 

This  agreement  made  and  executed  as  afore- 
said by  the  Commissioners  of  Georgia  and  the 
United  Slates  was  on  the  26ih  of  April.  1S02. 
submitted  by  the  President  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  a  motion  was  made  in  both  Houses 
to  repeal  the  laws  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States,  thereby  to 
reject  the  said  amendment.  Then,  sir,  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  it  will  appear  by  the 
votes  and  proceedings  of  that  body,  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  that  I  then  voted  against  that  agree- 
ment. I  opposed  it,  sir,  first,  because  I  thought 
the  claim  ol  Georgia  to  such  an  immense  territory, 
with  one  Re[)resentative,  inadmissible ;  that  the 
paying  her  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  for 
the  Missi.ssippi  Territory,  and  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  the  lands  in  Georgia  held  by  the 
Indians  was  an  outrageous  imposition,  and  a  de- 
parture from  the  principles  recognised  by  Con- 
gress, as  to  the  lands  conquered  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  by  the  Revolution,  which  by  the 
laws  of  war  vested  in  the  conqueror,  the  United 
Slates.  Secondly,  I  contended  that  the  purchas- 
ers of  the  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  were  or  were  not  entitled — 
if  entitled,  they  were  entitled  to  the  whole,  and 
ought  not,  by  the  iron  hand  of  power,  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  righu  ;  if  not  entitled,  a  would  be 
improper  to  give  them  five  millions  of  acres  as 
proposed  by  the  agreement.  That  the  repealing 
act  of  Georgia  could  not  affect  rights  vested  at 
the  time.  That  Georgia  ought  to  have  tried  the 
case  in  chancery,  where,  if  fraudulent,  she  could 
have  set  aside  their  patents,  which  were  evidence 
of  a  legal  title,  if  the  act  of  the  Legislature  could 
be  avoided.  I  therefore  voted  against  the  agree- 
ment, which  passed  the  Senate  by  a  majority  of 
only  one  vote.  In  the  House  of  Repre;5entatives 
it  passe  J  by  a  majority  of  twelve  votes,  and  the 
agreement  with  Georgia  and  the  United  States 
was  thereby  ratified  and  confirmed,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Slates.  Georgia  also  by  her  Legisla- 
ture ratified  it  within  six  months. 

After  this  agreement,  so  entered  into,  had  been 
so  ratified,  although  I  voted  against  ii.  I  consid- 
ered the  nation  and  Georgia  bound  by  it.  agreea- 


bly to  its  true  intendment ;  and  Congress,  on  the 
3d  March,  1803.  in  virtue  of  said  agreement,  and 
with  intent  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  passed 
an  act  lor  that  purfiose  ;  and.  among  other  things, 
enacted — 

"That  80  much  of  the  five  millions  of  acres  re- 
served for  that  purpose,  by  the  articles  of  agreement 
abovementioned,  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
claims  not  confirmed  by  that  agreement,  which  are 
embraced  in  the  two  first  sections  of  this  act,  or  which 
may  be  derived  from  British  grants  for  lands  which 
have  not  been  regrantcd  by  the  Spanish  Government, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  80  much  of  the  residue  of  the  said  five  mil- 
lions of  acres,  or  of  the  net  proceeds  thereof,  as  mav 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting, 
and  compensating  for  such  other  claims  to  tne  lands 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  not  recognised  in 
the  abovementioned  articles  of  agreement,  and  which 
are  derived  from  any  act  or  pretended  act  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  which  Congress  may  hereafter  think  fit  to 
provide  for :  Provided,  however,  That  no  other  claims 
shall  be  embraced  by  this  appropriation,  but  those  the 
evidence  of  which  shall  have  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January  next  been  exhibited  by  the  claimants  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  recorded  in  books  to  be 
kept  in  his  office  for  that  purpose,  at  the  expense  of 
the  party  exhibiting  the  same." 

And  the  said  act  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Attorney  General,  to  receive  the  propositions  of 
compromi^^e  from  the  companies  or  persons  claim- 
ing lands  in  said  Territory,  and  report  their  opin- 
ion to  Congress  at  their  next  ses.sioo ;  and  that, 
no  doubt,  with  a  view  of  Congress  seeing  fit  to 
confirm  such  compromise  as  our  said  Commis- 
sioners should  approve.  The  said  Commission- 
ers, in  virtue  of  said  appointment  reported,  that  a 
great  majority  of  the  persons  claiming  said  lands 
had  signed  propositions  to  relinquish  their  claims 
at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  "that  this  proposi- 

•  tion  is  inadmissible,  and  .viihout  pretending  to 
'  affirm  that  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  was  in- 
'  competent  to  decide  on  the  title,  under  all  the 
■  circumstances  that  have  come  to  their  knowl- 
'  edge,  they  think  their  title  cannot  be  supported.'" 
"But  they  nevertheless  believe  that  the  interest 
'  of  the  United  States,  th^'  tranquillity  of  those 

•  who  may  hereafter  inhabit  that  Territory,  and 
'  various  equitable  considerations  which  may  be 
'  urged  in  favor  of  most  of  the  present  claimants. 

'  render  it  expedient  to  enter  into  a  compromise 
'  on  reasonable  terms." 

•'  Under  that  impression  a  plan  is  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  which,  although  it  does  not 
render  a  full  indemnity  to  every  claimant  is  believed 
to  give  in  the  aggregate  nearly  a.«  much  as  ha^  been 
paid  in  the  whole  by  all  the  present  claimants." 

•*  As  it  is  understood,  and  generally  agreed,  that  the 
five  millions  of  acres  reserved  by  the  agreement  with 
Georgia  constitute  the  fund  from  which  the  indemnity 
is  to  be  paid,  it  is  of  primary  importance  that  it  should 
not  exceed  that  fund." 

"  They,  therefore,  submit  to  Congress  the  following 
propositions  : 

"  1.  That  so  much  of  the  five  millions  of  acres  a^i^ 


)  I 


i 


jf 


1. 


If 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1888 


H.  or  R.i 


Yazoo  Claims. 


March,  1814. 


r- 


f. 


-4 


shall  remain  after  Ratisfying  the  claims  therein  speci- 
>  j  fied,  be  i-ipropriated  for  satisfying  and  quieting  the 
-ij  clauas  of  the  persons  who  derive  their  claims  from  an 
f\l  act  of  thi\;  Slate  of  Georgia,  passed  7th  of  January, 
fef  1795,  for '^hicb  purpose  the  several  companies  be  per- 
c«,t '  mitted  to  locate  the  quantity  allotted  them  on  any  part 
of  the  laa,l  they  claim. 

"  2.  Tbwt  the  claimants  may  nevertheless   receive, 

in  lieu  of  taid  lands,  certificates  bearing  interest  frpm 

?;   Ist  January,  1804,  for  two  millions  five  hundred  thou- 

<8'  sand  doliifca,  J!-,  at  their  option,  certificates  without 

I  interest  to  the  araount  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be 

:  paid    out   ■'[  the    proceeds  of  the   sales  of  the   public 

"C*^  lands  in  tie  said  Territory,  aAer  Georgia  had  received 

W    her  millioi«  and  a  quarter  of  dollars. 

'5         "  3.  Tb^t    the    lands  or  certificates  be  apportioned 

^    among  thn  companies  agreeably  to  their  claims. 

"4.  Tbijt  every  original  grant,  deed,  or  other  claim, 
b«  eihibitjd  to  the  Secretary  of  State  within  one  year, 
to  be  recohided,  and  if  not  so  exhibited,  never  to  be  re- 
ceived as  Evidence  in  any  court. 

"  5.  Tl;c-it  the  claims  so  exhibited  shall  be  appor- 
^  tioned  by '  Commissioners  authorized  finally  to  settle 
>».  the  same. 

V*.      "  6.  That  each  individual  claimant  shall  be  allowed 

"i    to  have  the  benefit  of  these  terms  for  the  amount  of 

|[.  his  claim  thus  ascertained,  and  to  receive,  at  his  op- 

Jf   lion,  his  j.roportion  either  of  the  lands  or  certificates 

5f    bearing  interest  or  certificates  without  interest." 

♦  This  »^;.'port  wss  in  December,  1804,  in  the 
^  House  of  Representati  res,  referred  to  a  commit- 
:'.  tee,  whi^h,  on  the  18th  January.  1805.  after  ex- 
^ '^ttniningihe  same,  recommended  the  following 
■•j;resolutio(i : 

^''  "  Kesolif'd,  That  three  Commissioners  be  authorized 
».*to  receive j^roposit ions  of  compromise  and  settlement 
V  .from  the  j.'^veral  companies  or  persons  having  claims 
»«to  public  (ands  within  the  present  limits  of  the  Missis- 
T  'sipjii  Teriiiory,  and  finally  to  adjust  and  settle  the 
Z.  same  in  s^ch  manner  as  in  their  opinion  will  conduce 

•  -to  the  intiffest  of  the  United  Slates  :  Provided,  in  such 
i  settlemeni,  the  Commissioners  shall  not  exceed  the 
.V  limits  prercribed  by  the  convention  with  the  State  of 
V'^eorgia.": 

jT-  Let  ao^/  man  compare  this  proposed  resolution 
7'  with  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  and  their 
J"  ;opinioDs_<if  the  compromise  that  ought  to  be  ac- 
*i  jcepted  a^J  raaiie,  and  they  will  discover  not  only 
]^*  jin  approbation  of  it,  but  that  they  should  be  re- 
<V'appom(e^  to  confirm  and  execute  it.  This  reso- 
V\iluiion,  biiiwever,  was  not  acted  tn  during  that 

*  session. 

^  The  n^«i  session  the  subject  was  brought  be- 
^  fore  the  j^enate.  who  passed  a  bill  to  carry  said 
J^comproniri>e  into  effect  by  a  large  majority,  which 
5^  was  rejecitt'd  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on 

•  the  first  r^adiog  without  examining  the  merits  of 
•^ -the  question,  and  some  new  members  were  cx- 
*?'CUsed  from  voting  because  they  did  not  under- 
^ 'stand  th^  subject. 

?  In  1815^  the  Senate  passed  another  bill  to  the 
-»Same  eff"e(  t,  which,  from  a  multiplicity  of  impor- 
^^■♦ant  publj.:  business,  was  not  acted  on  definitively 

*  in  the  Hvu^eof  Representalive9,though  I  thought 
j;  there  waj  ihen  a  majurity  for  it. 

-^  At  ihi^  Session,  the  present  bill  has  passed  the 
i  Senate  by.  a  majority  of  three  to  one.  and  it  now 
£  becomes  Our  duty  to  examine  the  case  with  tem- 


per, and  to  decide  it  upon   principles  of  justice 
and  sound  policy. 

Having  presented  the  subject  with  its  history 
and  progress  before  the  Commissioners,  as  well 
as  before  both  Houses  of  Congress,  I  will  present 
to  you  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  a 
case  instituted  to  try  the  title  of  the  purchasers 
from  Georgia,  as  delivered  by  Judge  .Marshall: 

"  The  Legislature  of  Georgia  had  the  right  to  di»* 
pose  of  her  public  lands,  unless  restrained  by  her  con- 
stitution." 

"Georgia,  by  her  constitution  of  1789,  was  not  re- 
strained, and  by  her  act  of  179.*)  did  not  transcend  her 
powera." 

"  The  lands  in  controversy  vested  in  the  original 
grantees,  by  the  grant  of  the  Governor,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  1795,  who,  being  thus  possessed  of  the 
legal  estate,  conveyed  it  to  these  innocent  purchasers 
without  notice,  and  if  the  original  transaction  waa  in- 
fected with  fraud,  these  purchasers  without  notice  were 
innocent  Vet  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  have  in- 
volved them  in  one  common  fate,  if  that  act  be  valid." 

"Georgia  was  a  party  to  this  transaction;  and  for 
a  party  to  pronounce  it^  own  deed  invalid,  must  be  a 
mere  act  of  power,  not  to  be  vindicated  in  courts  of 
justice." 

"  If  a  suit  be  brought  to  set  aside  a  conveyance  ob- 
tained by  fraud,  and  the  fraud  be  clearly  proved,  the 
conveyance  will  be  set  aside  as  between  the  parties ; 
but  the  right  of  third  persons,  who  are  purchasers 
without  notice,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  cannot  be 
disregarded.  Titles  that,  according  to  every  legal  test, 
are  perfect,  are  acquired  with  confidence  that  they  are 
safe.  He  who  pays  his  money  for  a  utle  good  at  law 
is  innocent,  and,  whatever  may  be  the  guilt  of  others, 
equity  will  not  subject  him  to  the  penalty  of  that 
guilt." 

"  Had  a  bill  in  chancery  been  filed  against  the  pur- 
chasers for  their  fraudulent  practices  with  the  Legisla- 
ture, whatever  might  have  been  its  decision  as  to  the 
original  grantees,  by  the  clearest  principles  of  equity, 
would  have  left  unmolested  purchasers  without  notice 
for  a  valuable  consideration.' 

"  When  a  law  is  in  its  nature  a  contract  whereby 
absolute  TighU  have  vested  under  that  contract,  a  re- 
peal of  the  law  cannot  divest  these  rights." 

'*  The  contract  between  Georgia  and  the  purchasers 
was  executed  by  the  grant." 

"  By  the  Constitution  no  State  can  pass  any  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts." 

I  will  add  that,  by  the  fourth  article,  first  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  it  is  provided  "  that  full 
'  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State  to 
'  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceed- 
'  ings  of  everv  other  Stale." 

In  the  scafes  of  evidence  a  statute  is  a  record 
of  the  first  class,  and  the  grant  of  the  Governor 
unoer  that  act  of  such  authority,  that  no  lawyer, 
in  examining  the  title,  under  the  statute  of  Geor- 
gia and  the  grant  in  pursuance  of  it.  could  have 
hesitated  to  have  declared  the  title  good.  He 
would  have  repelled  the  unheard  of  principle, 
that  the  act  of  a  sovereign  power  could  have  been 
set  aside  by  a  subordinate  court  of  chancery — 
sovereignty  cannot  be  subordinate. 

And  yet  the  rights  of  thes-e  innocent  purcha- 
sers without  notice,  whose  innocence  is  declared 
by  the  report  of  your  otm  Commissioners,  con- 
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firmed  by  the  deeisioa  of  the  Supreme  Court,  1 
and  by  the  report  of  the  committee  now  on  your  I 
table,  are  to  be  destroyed  by  the  typographical 
clamors  of  ilie  knights  of  the  sheepskin,  who  have 
ascended  the  whirlwind  to  direct  the  storm  with- 
out a  compass — the  truth;  and  shall  gentlemen 
be  deterred  from  an  examination  of  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and  a  decision  of  it  upon  the  evidence, 
by  these  senseless  denunciators  ?  No,  sir,  I  have 
met  that  whirlwind,  aud  will  assuage  that  slurm 
by  the  honest  history  of  this  case,  which  is  now 
submitted  to  you.  and  which  will  defeat  their 
ridiculous  machinations.  But,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  we  have  been  told  on  this  floor  that  pos-  ! 
terity  will  identify  this  thirteenth  Congress  with 
the  corrupt  Legislature  of  Georgia  of  1795.  I 
hope  the  honest  historian  who  shall  record  the 
case,  will  note  particularly,  that  when  the  Com- 
missioners made  the  convention  and  Congress 
ratified  it,  and  passed  the  act  of  3J  March,  1803, 
to  carry  that  convention  into  effect,  it  was  not 
known  where  the  claimants  lived,  and  that  since 
it  has  been  known  that  they  resided  in  New  Eng- 
land, that  it  has  been  made  a  geographical  and  a 
party  question,  as  will  appear  by  an  examination 
of  the  votes  in  the  case,  there  being  but  one  vote  , 
against  it  to  the  east  of  New  Jersey.  I  regret, 
sir,  to  see  geographical  and  party  principles  so 
much  incorporated  into  our  legislative  proceed-  | 
ings,  and  I  wish  I  could  s.-\y  that  they  were  con- 
fined to  the  Legislature  alone;  but  1  fear  tliat  is 
not  the  case.  Had  these  claimants  have  resided 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  sections  of  the  . 
Union,  I  cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that  they 
would  not  have  had  more  friends  in  that  quarter.  ', 
Notwithstanding,  I  trust  there  will  be  a  majority 
of  this  House,  who,  on  a  candid  examination  of 
it,  will  put  to  sleep  a  subject  which  has  so  long 
disturbed  the  public  repose;  and  that  when  they 
recollect  that  even  Georgia,  in  a  paroxysm  of  i 
just  indignation,  paid  back  to  the  original  purcha- 
sers— covered,  as  they  declared,  with  turpitude — 
their  purchase  money,  this  Congress  will  not  only 
feel  itself  justified,  but  bound  to  pay  back  to  these 
purchasers,  declared  innocent  by  your  own  Com- 
missioners, by  your  Supreme  Court,  and  by  a 
committee  of  this  House,  that  sum  of  money 
which,  in  1802,  your  own  Commissioners — one  of 
whom  is  now  Chief  Magistrate — then  declared 
was  barely  sufficient  for  that  |)urpose,  and  that 
the  sum  proposed  by  this  bill,  without  interest, 
for  twelve  years,  will  not  now  be  denied  to  these 
patient  supplicants. 

Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York,  assigned,  in  a  neat 
speech  of  moderate  length,  the  reasons  which 
would  induence  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill. 
He  expressed  his  utter  detestation  of  the  fraud 
in  which  the  purchase  originated;  but  the  tales 
of  the  present  claimants  had  received  such  a  legal 
sanction,  that  they  were  entitled  to  some  atten- 
tion. We  are  often  under  the  necessity,  in  this 
world,  of  being  governed  by  policy;  of  making 
a  surrender  of  a  small  portion  of  our  rights,  that 
we  may  enjoy  in  comfort  the  whole  of  the  re- 
mainder; of  making  friends  with  the  very  mam- 
mon of  unrighteousness.  On  that  score  should  I 
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he  vote  for  this  bill.  Mr.  1.  adduced  a  number 
of  considerations  which,  in  his  view,  concurred 
to  render  the  passage  of  the  biU  expedient ; 
among  which  was  the  operation  of  time  in  con- 
firming the  titles  of  the  present  claimants,  soft- 
ening down  the  circumstances  of  the  fraud,  and 
the  claimants  becoming,  by  transfer  or  descent  of 
the  claims,  more  and  more  innocent,  more  and 
more  entitled  to  relief.  He  relied  also  on  the  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  between  the  United  States 
and  Georgia,  reserving  five  millions  of  acres  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  disputed  claims  to  this 
land,  which  was  reserved  with  no  other  view, 
however  it  might  from  a  just  pride  have  been 
disguised  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  than  that  of 
settling  this  claim.  He  added  also,  that  it  was 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  quiet  these 
claims  in  order  that  the  fine  country  which  they 
covered  might  be  settled,  &c.  From  these  and  a 
variety  of  other  considerations  which  he  urged, 
he  was  induced  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  took  a  variety  of 
views  of  this  bill,  to  the  passage  of  which  he  was 
opposed  on  several  grounds  which  he  stated,  the 
principal  of  wiiich  was,  that  Congress  had  not, 
by  their  act  setting  apart  five  millions  of  acres 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  the  land  ceded  by 
the  territory  of  Georgia,  complied  with  that  ar- 
ticle of  the  compact  which  required  the  settle- 
ment of  such  claims  to  take  place  within  one 
year  after  the  passage  of  the  law.  His  other  ob- 
jections were  to  the  detail  of  the  bill,  and  prin- 
cipally to  the  section  which  declares  all  claims 
which  shall  not  be  settled  under  this  act  to  be 
void,  dec,  a  course  which  he  said  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  right  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  replied  pretty  much 
at  length  to  Mr.  Forsyth's  observations,  which 
he  deemed  invalid  ;  and  defended  the  details  of 
the  bill  with  much  zeal.  He  controverted  Mr. 
F.'s  construction  of  the  articles  of  compact,  which 
he  said  was  contradicted  also  by  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  recommending  a  compromise  of 
the  claims  long  after  the  expiration  of  the  year 
succeeding  the  signature  of  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment, (fee. 

Mr.  Forsyth  briefly  rejoined. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  bill — ayes  76,  nays  44. 

The  bill  being  before  the  House.  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  of 
the  bill,  and  to  insert  the  following: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  the  balance  of  the  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  deposited  by  the  original  grantees  as 
the  consideration  for  the  purchase  of  said  lands,  and 
which  has  not  been  withdrawn  by  the  said  grantees, 
their  agent  or  agents,  or  persons  claiming  under  them, 
(or  expended  in  the  hire  of  guards  over  the  same,) 
shall  be  set  over  and  paid,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, in  part  payment  of  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  .ind  cession  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Slate  of  Georgia. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Oakley, 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  delay  which   such  or 
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any  acneDdment  returned  to  tlie  Senate  naight 
create  In  the  passage  of  the  bill;  and  was  nega- 
tived— ayes  38. 

Mr.  V'oRSVTH  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 4th 
sectionlof  the  bill,  which  makes  the  stock  created 
by  this  ^ill  receivable  in  payment  fur  public  lands 
hereaft^-rsold  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;  which 
provisi^'H  he  considered  inexpedient  and  repug- 
nant to  another  part  of  the  bill,  which  provides 
for  the  i?xtinguishnient  of  the  debt  due  to  Geor- 
gia previously  to  the  redemption  of  these  certifi- 
cates, inasmuch  as  that  provision  would  be  thus 
completely  evjided. 

Mr.  Oakley  objected  to  the  motion,  which  he 
said  would  defeat  the  compromise  proposed,  if  it 
did  not  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  bill 
already  proposed  to  pay  the  claimants  a  less  sum 
than  the  principal  and  interest  thereon  that  they 
bad  actually  paid  ;  and  these  certificates,  which 
constituted  the  payment,  not  bearing  interest, 
would  lose  much  of  their  value  if  the  proposed 
amendment  prevailed;  because,  although  there 
might  be  sufficient  money  to  compensate  the 
claim  of  Georgia  in  the  Treasury  or  in  the  hands 
of  the  Receivers,  it  might  be  some  years  before 
sufficietiL  other  moneys  accrued  to  the  Treasury 
to  redeem  the  certificates. 

Afteif  some  further  discussion,  the  question  on 
the  anit'ndment  proposed  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — for  tiie  amendment 
62,  against  it  90,  as  follows : 

YiAS— ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Bcali,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burweli,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun, [Coniiict,  Conard,  Crawford.  Crouch,  Cuth- 
bert,  Deej^a,  Durall,  Eppes,  Evan",  F'arrow,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  GhoUon,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hawes,  Hungertord,Inger?oll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
King  of  rCorth  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKim,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Piper,  Plea- 
sants, Ri»i  of  Pennsylvania,  Roane,  Sage,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  rnanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  V.  hitebill,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats  '-Messrs.  Avery,  Baylies  of  Ma.xsachusetts, 
Bigelow.  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Dreckenridge, 
Bngham,  Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Coioatock, 
Cooper,  (^ox,  Cr«ighton,  Cuipeper,  Davenport,  Davja 
of  Massa -husetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Find- 
ley,  Fistc  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New-Vork,  Forney, 
Gaston,  Geddrs.Ciourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck, 
Howell,  HuAy,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Koikihaw,  King  of  Massachu-setts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  i,.owndc!.,  Markell,  McLean,  Miller,  Moffitt, 
Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, P|(^cns,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Rcfil,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Robertson, 
Rugglesj  f'h^rrwaod,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
Harapisbile,  SmilhofN.  York, Smith  of  Virginia,Stock- 
lon,  Sturles,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, Taylor,  Thompson, 
Vose,  W'urd  of  Slassachasetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Webste»,'Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wil- 
son of  MassachusetU,   Winter,    Wood,  Wright,  and 

anojy.  . 

So  tlj(i  amendment  was  negatived. 
Mr.  TEi^rAiR.  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  seclipn  which  the  House  bad  refused  to  strike 


out,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso,  which 
he  supported  by  appropriate  remarks  : 

Provided,  also.  That  the  certificates  thus  received 
in  payment  shall  so  far  be  considered  cash,  as  to  be 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States  to  pay  over  a  like 
sum  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  first  sales  of  land,  ac- 
cording to  the  understanding  of  the  deed  of  cession  ot 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Oakley  opposed  the  motion,  because  he 
conceived  it  unnecessary,  as  the  rights  of  Geor- 
gia were,  as  he  believed,  abundantly  secured  by 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  said  amendment, 
and  negatived. 

The  usual  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived, 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  before  ordering 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  on  which  the  vote 
was :  for  adjournment  58,  against  it  63. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  un- 
der the  impression  that  the  decision  of  the  com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  ought  to  be  final  as  to 
the  claims  of  all  companies  or  individuals  who 
hold  claims  to  the  said  land. 

The  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  secure 
the  United  States  against  future  claims  of  all 
persons  against  whom  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  this  bill  shall  decide;  that 
is,  to  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  completely 
final  as  to  all  conflicting  claimants,  that  purchas- 
ers of  the  United  States  might  not  be  narasseU 
by  suits  from  disappointed  claimants. 

Discussion  arising  on  this  motion,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  22. 

.Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  a  religious  association  in 
Illinois,  praying  for  a  grant  of  land,  to  which 
they  have  no  title,  on  which  they  have  built  a 
church.  The  House  having  refused  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table,  as  moved  by  Mr,  Hall,  of 
Georgia ;  it  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  who  had  been  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising  the  salary 
of  the  district  judge  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  re- 
port on  the  same,  declaring  in  substance  that  how- 
ever expedient  it  might  be  to  raise  the  salaries  of 
judges  of  the  courts  generally,  this  was  not  the 
moment  when  such  a  >tep  would  be  expedient.— 
The  report  was  concurred  in. 

A  verbal  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

NATIONAL  ARMORIES. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  some  and  its 
disagreement  to  other  amendments  of  this  House, 
to  the  bill  for  the  better  organizing  and  supplying 
the  Army,  were  taken  up  and  discussed. 

The  amendments  were  of  various  importance. 
That  which  gave  rise  to  the  most  discussion  went 
to  strike  out  a  section  (inserted  in  the  bill  by  this 
House)  which  authorized   the  appointment  of  a 
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SuperiDtendeot  of  Armories,  with  a  salary  of  six- 
teen hundred  dollars. 

It  was  wished  by  Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  (the 
Chairman   of    the   Military   Committee   of  this 
House,)  that  the  House  insist  on  this  provision, 
which  he  deemed  necessary  to  the  prosperity  and 
well  conducting  of  the  armories  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  proper  manufacture  and  uni- 
formity of  quality  of  arms  for  the  public  service. 
It  was  contended  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Mr.  Ely,  and  Mr.  Pickering,  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  the   proposed  officer  would    be  of  very 
little  service  to  the  armories,  and  obviously  could 
Dot  perform   adequately   the  duty  of  personally 
superintending  three  armories,  one  in  Massachu- 
setts, one  in  Virginia,  and  one  in  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  Troop  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and    also  a  letter  from   the  Commissary  of 
Purchases,  stating  the  irregularity  in  the   manu- 
factures of  the  public  arms,  and  the  abuses  in  ibe 
establishments  of  the  armories;  pointing  out  the 
necessity  of  a  remedy,  and  indicating  that  which 
is  proposed  by  the  bill,  in  the  event  of  the  adop- 
tion of  which  It  IS  proposed  to  discharge  the  sub- 
ordinate superiniendent.*'  now  employed. 

Mr.  Web8Ter,  of  New  Hampshire,  took  occa- 
sion, on  Mr.  Tnocp'a  reading  this  letter  from  the  I 
Secretary  of  War,  to  object  tu  the  course  of  le- 
gislation lately  pursued,  of  adopting  measures  at 
the  recommendation  of  the  Heads  ol  Departments, 
addressed  not  to  the  House  but  to  committees  of 
the  House,  and  which  were  frequently  not  laid 
before  the  House.  He  wished  to  see  all  such 
papers  put  on  record,  that  it  might  be  known  at 
whose  recommendation  particular  measures  were 
adopted  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Troup  replied,  that  the  letter  was  now  in 
possession  of  the  House,  and  might  be  disposed 
of  as  It  thought  proper. 

The  question  on  this  House  insisting  on  its 
amendment  (to  insert  the  section  above  men- 
tioned) was  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  recede  from  the  said  auiend- 
ment,  alter  further  debate,  it  was  decided  m  the 
affirmative.  For  receding,  82  ;  the  nays  were  not 
counted. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
agreed  to. 

YAZOO  CL.UM8. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Gaston's  amendment  was  still  under  con- 
sideration, which  amendment  proposes  to  strike 
out  from  the  end  of  the  first  section  (providing 
for  the  release  of  all  their  title  by  the  claimants) 
the  following  words:  "such  release,  assignment, 
transfer,  and  power,  to  take  efi'ect  on  the  indemni- 
fication of  such  claimants  being  raadeconformably 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

After  objections  by  Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Wbight,  of  Maryland,  and  remarks  in 
reply  by  Mr.  Gaston,  the  motion  was  negatived 
by  a  small  majority. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  moved 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 


with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  providing  that 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  time  being,  be  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners to  receive  evidence  and  report  to  this 
House  on  the  following  particulars,  to  wit: 

1.  The  precise  amount  of  actual  payments  made  by 
each  and  every  purchaser  and  purchasers,  without  no- 
tice of  the  original  fraud,  under  a  grant  made  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  to  certain  persons  styled  the 
South  Carolina  Company,  the  Georgia  Company,  the 
Upper  Mississippi  Company,  the  Tennessee  Company, 
and  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  by  virtue  or 
color  of  any  act  or  acU,  pretended  act  or  acts,  of  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

2.  The  names,  ages,  and  titles,  whether  original, 
derivative,  in  trust,  or  otherwise,  of  all  such  claimants. 

3.  The  powers  and  authorities  of  all  such  claimants 
to  make  settlements  with  the  United  States  for  their 
said  claims  :  Provided,  alwayt.  That  each  and  every 
claimant  shall  accompany  his  claim  with  an  account, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  amount  of  the  money 
or  other  consideration  actually  paid  by  him,  together 
with  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he,  or  she,  or  they, 
as  the  case  may  be,  had  no  notice,  knowledge,  or 
information,  of  the  original  fraud  ;  the  forms  of  which 
oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  said 
commissioners. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  in  support  of  this  motion,  de- 
livered his  opinion  on  the  subject  very  much  at 
large,  premising  that  three  weeks  ago  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  had 
formed  no  opinion,  and  in  examining  it  had  com- 
menced entirely  de  novo,  and  therefore  without 
prejudice  or  bias  in  any  way.  Mr.  I.  spoke  con- 
siderably more  than  an  hour  against  the  present 
bill. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  in  favor 
of  recommitment;  and  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
against  ir. 

The  question  on   recommitment  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  53  voting  in  the  affirmative.     A 
motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  and  negatived. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the   third   section   the  proviso,  which  ex- 
cludes from  all  benefit   under    this  act  all  per- 
sons who    had^  fraudulently  withdrawn    money 
from  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  and    provides  that 
all  claims  of  such  persons  recorded    in  the  office 
of  the  Department  of  State  shall  be  vested  in  the 
United   States.     He  contended   that  such  a  pro- 
vision would  have  an  ex  post  facto  operation,  and 
went  to  annex  a  penalty  to  certain  immoral  con- 
duct, which  was  not  punishable    by  any  known 
law  at  the  time  of  its  commitment.    The  obvious 
tendency  of  the  provision  would  be  to  defeat  the 
avowed  object  of  the  bill,  because  the  claims  of 
persons  of  this  description  were  as  valid  as  any 
other  of  the  claims,  because  all  were  equally  frau- 
dulent. 

Mr.  Oakley  objected  to  the  motion;    and  Mr. 
Forsyth  replied. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  also  supported  the 

motion  ;  and  Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  opposed  it. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the  4tb 

section  of  the  bill,  which  makes  the  said  certifi- 


i 


h 


I!    ! 


I" 


,i  i 


n 


,1 

i  ^896 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1896 


t 


H.  OF  Ft. 


Yazoo  Claims. 


March,  1814. 


..cate*  of  jSiock  receivable  in  payment  for  public 

glands  s(?Kl  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  by  incor- 
•poralin^'in  it  words  to  the  following  effect :  ''after 
*' paymtM  of  the  debt  due  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
i'gia  by*the  United  States,  under  the  article  of 
* '  agreeojent  and  cession,  entered  into  on  the  4th  of 
;  'April  k302." 

After  Isome  observations  by  Mr.  Newton,  on 
the  vHC   inaportance   of    the    bill,  and   the   ne- 
cessity ci'due  deliberation  on  its  various  and  in- 
I  tricate   jirovisiotis,  on   his   motion,  carried  by  a 
'  tmall  m^ijority.  the  House  adjourned. 


1 


I 


I  '       Wednesday,  March  23. 

I  A  message  w:^s  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
i  nouncit^  inat  they  insist  on  their  disagreement 
\  to  the  L'lth  amendment  of  this  House,  to  the  bill 
J  for  the  Keller  supply  of  the  Army,  «tc.,  and  that 
4  they  ask-  a  coof*?rence. 

I  YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

\      The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

'*  unfinished  business,  being  the  bill  from  the  Senate 

•  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  to 
;*  lands  inahe  Mississippi  Territory. 

•  Mr.  Hall's  amendment  still  under  considera- 
j  tion,  fw»'  securing  to  Georgia  the    first   moneys 

•  arising  iVora   the  sales  of  the  lands    in  question, 

•  until  t)  e  debt  due  to  her  by  the  United  States 
;  should  ue  satisfied. 

•;       The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Oakley, 

•  of  Nev;  York,  as  unnecessary,  and  supporied  by 
Messrs.  Hall,  Alston  of  North  Carolina,  Tel- 

:  FAIR  of  Georgia,  and  Barnett  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Trolp,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  postpone  the 

i  further, consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely,  and 

in  supjiijrt  of  this  motion  entered  at  large  into  the 

•  subject,  in  which  he  displayed  that  vehemence 
\  and  zeal  which  usually  characterizes  his  observa- 
t  tions  oo  this  question.  He  examined  and  dis- 
.  seeled  i^e  report  of  the  committee  of  this  House 
.   on  the  subject,  which  he  said  contained  not  a  lil- 

•  tie  of  ^vidence,  not  a   particle  of  information  ; 
'   whicb,^:aki^g  into  view  the  ability  of  the  com- 
mittee who  made  it,  he  considered  as  evidence 

i  concluj^ive  of  the  badness  of  their  cause.     He  also 

\  examiftfd  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 

'»  spoke  i^^ainst  the  decision,  and  the  speculators  in 

f  whose  fdvor  it  was  made,  until  he  appeared  to  be 

I  exhau-jied  by  the  effort  of  speaking.     He  spoke 

'..  about  (10  hour. 

Mr.  Karrow,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  as  foi- 

■  lows:  • 

'  Mr. ^Speaker,  when  I  first  heard  of  the  iransac- 

'  tion  ai>d  the  claims — the  subject  of  the  bill  under 

iJ  consideration — which  happened  many  yearsago — 

t  impressed  with  a  belief  that  it  was  a  wicked  and 

j  corrupttfraud  in  the  original  purchasers,  and  that 

\  the  se<jynd  purchasers  in  Massachusetts,  the  pres- 

,J  ent  claimants,  were  knowinij  to  the  fraud  before 

J  they  became  purchasers.!  felt  strong  prejudices 

j  again!<t  all  parties  concerned  in  the  same. 

\  Wlu'n  this  hill  came  from   the   Senate  to  this 

•*  Housy.Mhe  other  day.  I  undertook  to  prepare  my- 

(  self  toyote  on  the  subject.    To  do  so,  I  attempted 


f 


to  drive  from  my  mind  those  prejudices  thus  im- 
bibed ;  in  this  I  have  been  unsuccessful;  I  find 
the  nearer  I  come  in  contact  with  it.  the  more 
violent  is  the  influence  of  my  first  impressions. 
But,  under  this  embarrassment,  1  have  the  com- 
fort to  know  that  this  enlightened  body  will  at- 
tend to  my  remarks,  and  will  not  be  influenced  by 
my  impressions. 

In  addressing  you  on  the    merits  of  the   bill, 
there  is  another  difficulty  in  my  way.    Ever  since 
this  subject  has  been  called    up.  honorable   mem- 
bers have  staled  that  we  ought  to  pass  the  bill,  as 
the  title  of  the  claimants  to  the  land  has  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  a  solemn 
decision.     I  will  remove  this  formidable   barrier 
before  I  call  your  attention  to  the  merits  of  the 
bill.     To  do  this,  does  not  require  abilities,  nor 
much  labor.     The  case  referred  to  is  reported  by 
Cranch,  in  his  6th  vol.,  p.  87.     I   have    read  the 
case  with  attention,  and  I  accord  with   the  court 
in  the  opinion  delivered  in  that  case.    But  I  deny 
that  the  court  gave  any  decision  on   the  great 
question  before  this  House.     The  case  before  the 
court    was   a    feigned    issue    made    up    between 
Fletcher  and  Peck,  with  the  aid  of  their  counsel, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  judgment  of  the 
court  against  Fletcher,  the  plaintiff.    If  the  plain- 
tiff had  have  gained  the  action,  the   fifty  millions 
of  acres  of  land  would  have  been  lost.     Notwiih- 
standing  ihe  great  zeal  of  plaintiffs   to  gain  their 
suits,   they    oftentimes   are    disappointed;    but    1 
never  did  hear  of  one  who  wished  to  lose  his  suit, 
but  what  he  was  by  some  means   accommodated. 
I  never  did  see  a  judge  who  had    talents  and  in- 
genuity enough  to  overrule  and  defeat   both   par- 
lies and  their  attorneys,  and  award  judgment  to 
the  plaintiff,  contrary  to  their  united  efforts.     I 
am  a  stranger  to  the  rule  that  authorized  Messrs. 
Fletcher  and  Peck  lo  make  up  a  feigned  issue  for 
the  court  to  try.     I  know  that  the  courts  possess 
the  power  of  ordering  issues  to  be  made  up. 

Any  honorable  gentleman  that  will  give  him- 
self the  trouble  to  look  into  this  case,  must  see 
that  the  deed  from  ihe  defendant  lo  the  plaintiflE, 
which  contains  the  covenant,  the  ground  of  the 
action,  was  a  feigned  deed  to  enable  them  to  make 
up  the  issue.  The  novelty  of  a  covenant  con- 
tained in  the  deed  is  worth  seeing;  nothing  like 
it  has  ever  appeared  to  us  before.  The  special 
pleadings  do  display  much  ingenuity,  well  calcu- 
lated to  obtain  a  judgment  against  the  plainiill^ 
and  to  keep  the  important  question  out  of  view, 
or  rather  out  of  danger;  for  ihe  court  did  see  it, 
but  very  properly  observed  that  the  pleadings  did 
not  bring  it  before  them.  To  prove  this,  will  you 
indulge  me  while  I  read  to  you  that  pari  of  the 
opinion  of  the  court  ?  Here  Mr.  F.  read— 'VVhat- 
'  ever  difliculties  this  subject  might  present  whea 
'  viewed  under  aspects  of  which  it  may  be  sus- 
'  ceptible.  this  court  can  perceive  none  in  ihe  par- 
'  licular  pleadings  now  under  consideration.  This 
'  is  not  a  bill  brought  by  the  Stale  of  Georgia  lo 
'  annul  the  contract,  nor  does  it  appear  to  the 
'  court,  by  this  count,  that  the  State  of  Georgia  is 
'  dissatisfied  with  the  sale  that  has  been  made." 
I  must  further  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House 
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in  calling  your  attention  to  a  statement  of  the 
case  before  you,  by  which  you  will  see  that  it  was 
not  before  the  court.  On  the  7ih  of  January, 
1795.  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia 
passed  an  act,  by  which  they  sold  to  four  compa- 
nies fifty  million  acres  of  land  for  S^OO.OOO ;  one 
of  these  companies,  called  the  Georgia  Mississippi 

Company,  on  the day  of  January,  1796,  sold 

their  part  of  the  land  to  a  company  in  Massachu- 
setts, called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company.  On  the  13ih  February,  1796,  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Slate  of  Georgia  repealed  the  act, 
making  a  provision  lo  refund  lo  the  purchasers 
any  money  that  they  had  paid  for  the  land. 
$310,695  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  treasury 
of  the  said  Stale  under  this  law. 

The  memorialists  state,  and  so  the  fact  is,  that 
before  the  law  was  repealed  they  became  pur- 
chasers; therefore,  their  purchase  ought  not  to 
be  affected  by  the  repealing  act.  This  is  a  cor- 
rect position.  The  repealing  law  affords  me  no 
aid  in  making  up  the  opinion  that  will  govern  my 
vote.  If  the  first  act  was  lawful,  no  subsequent 
act  could  rescind  or  impair  contracts  made  under 
it.  If  the  first  act  was  void,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  obtained  by  fraud,  the  repealing  act  was 
nugatory.  But,  notwithstanding  the  repealingact 
was  not  necessary,  the  honest  and  honorable  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  who  passed  it  was 
shown  by  the  provision  made  to  refund  to  the 
purchasers  what  they  had  paid.  I  lay  down  this 
principle,  that  a  grant,  or  deed,  obtained  by  fraud, 
IS  void.  The  volume  that  lies  before  me,  which 
contains  the  proof  taken  by  your  commissioners 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  shows  that  every 
member,  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  who 
voted  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  (with  only  one 
exception)  by  which  the  land  was  sold,  was 
wickedly  corrupted  and  bribed  for  that  express 
purpose,  and  therefore  void  on  the  principle  laid 
down. 

I  do  agree  with  the  memorialists,  that  a  party 
executing  a  fraudulent  deed,  cannot  take  an  ad- 
vantage of  his  own  turpitude  to  set  aside  his  deed. 
But  I  slate,  that  a  third  parly  who  is  injured  can 
set  it  aside.  In  this  case,  who  are  the  persons 
defrauded?  Surely,  not  the  members  who  re- 
ceived the  amount  in  money  for  their  votes; 
agreeably  to  contract,  they  cannot  complain.  The 
land  sold  belonged  to  the  people  of  ihat  Stale. 
The  members  were  their  agents,  or  representa- 
tives. Their  powers  extended  to  make  any  laws 
for  the  benefit  of  those  whom  they  represented  ; 
and  the  moment  ttiat  they  combined  with  the 
corrupters  to  defraud  their  constituents,  they  that 
moment  ceased  to  be  the  agents  of  the  people  of 
Georgia,  and  became  the  corrupted  representa- 
tives of  the  corrupters,  who  were  hostile  to  the 
interest  of  the  citizens  of  that  Stale.  This  is  a 
view  of  the  case,  that  the  court  stales  that  the 
pleadings  did  not  bring  before  them  ;  and  this  is 
the  fact  that  the  special  pleaders  took  so  much 
pains  to  keep  behind  the  curtain. 

It  is  stated  by  the  memorialists,  and  so  con- 
tended by  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  advocate 
their  claim,  that  however  fraudulent  the  transac- 


tion between  the  Legislature  and  the  grantees 

might  have  been,  that  it  cannot  afl'eci  their  claim, 
who  are  innocent  purchasers,  for  valuable  con- 
sideration, without  notice  of  the  fraud  practised. 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  claimants  have  made  out  such 
a  case,  you  ought  to  relieve  them  by  indemnifying 
them  in  what  they  have  paid.  Let  us  attend  lo 
the  facts  which  accompanied  the  transaction, and 
see  if  it  is  probable,  nay  possible,  that  they  could 
have  made  the  purchase  without  sufficient  notice 
to  have  prevented  prudent  men  from  engaging  in 
the  speculation.  At  the  time,  and  for  several 
months  after  the  passage  of  the  law  in  the  Stale 
of  Georgia,  which  authorized  the  selling  of  the 
land,  the  people  of  that  State  were  much  in- 
flamed ;  meetings  of  the  people  over  the  State 
were  called  lo  express  their  disapprobation  at  the 
illegal  conduct  of  their  perjured,  wicked,  and  de- 
based Legislature;  one  of  their  Senators,  by  the 
name  of  Thomas,  murdered,  on  account  of  his 
being  engaged  in  the  infamous  fraud  ;  the  papers 
from  the  State  of  Georgia  to  Boston  teemed  with 
that  base,  infamous  transaction.  The  fifteenth  day 
of  February.  President  Washington  sent  to  CcJn- 
gress  a  Message  in  these  words :  ''  I  have  received 
'  copies  of  two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia. 
'  one  passed  on  the  28th  day  of  December,  and 
'  the  other  on  the  7th  day  of  January  last,  for  ap- 
'  propriaiing  and  selling  the  Indian  lands  within 
'  the  territorial  limits  claimed  by  that  State, 
'  These  acts  embrace  an  object  of  such  magnitude. 
'  and  their  consequences  may  so  deeply  affect  the 
'  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  that  I 
'  have  thought  it  necessary  now  to  lay  them  be- 
'  fore  Congress."  This  message  being  of  a  public 
nature,  I  presume  it  was  run  through  all  the  pa- 
pers published  in  this  Government ;  and  this  hap- 
pened about  eleven  months  before  the  claimants 
purchased. 

It  is  also  proper  to  stale,  that  all  the  deeds  given 
by  the  companies,  which  have  been  exhibited  to 
the  commissioners,  as  well  as  all  the  subsequent 
deeds,  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions,  not  only 
give  a  special  instead  of  a  general  warrantee,  but 
have  also  a  special  covenant  in  the  following 
words:  "And,  lastly,  it  is  covenanted,  and  ei- 
'  pressly  agreed  and  understood,  by  and  between 
'  the  parties  to  these  presents,  that  neither  the 
'  grantors  aforesaid,  nor  iheir  heirs,  executors,  or 
'  administrators,  shall  be  held  to  any  further  or 
'  other  warrantee  than  is  hereinbefore  expressed, 
'  nor  liable  to  refunding  of  any  money,  in  conse- 
'  quence  of  any  defect  in  their  title,  from  the  State 
'  of  Georgia,  if  any  such  there  should  hereafter 
'  appear  to  be."  I  will  conclude  this  head  with 
reading  lo  you  a  few  lines  from  the  claimants' 
memorial  that  lies  before  you.  Here  Mr.  F.  read 
as  follows:  "It  may  with  truth  be  afl^rmed,  that 
'  the  purchasers  in  Massachusetts,  speaking  of 
'  them  generally,  had  never  heard  that  any  ohjec- 
'  tions  had  been  made  to  the  grants;  but  consid- 
'  ered  them  as  the  indisputable  acts  of  the  supreme 
'  power  of  Georgia.  It  is  believed  that  not  one 
'oftnem  had  heard  enough  to  excite  alarm  in 
•  any  reasonable  mind."  I  will  only  remark  that, 
with  the  strength  of  this  evidence,  I  am  author- 
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10  say  rhat  it  is  impossible  that  the  claim- 
^ofs  could  have  purchased,  without  some  notice 
Ifithe  fraud  practised  in  the  original  transaction ; 
^iy  acknowledge  some  notice  themselves. 
t  It  has  a|^)  been  said,  that  the  Government  is 
.•«ljdged  toremunerate  the  claimants.  If  that  is 
y^  I'act.  I  fi'quest  that  some  honorable  member 
4>f^uid  be  Iciod  enough  to  show  me  the  law  where- 
^jthe  fault  _of  the  nation  is  pledged.     I  will  not 


yxiimine  in^o  the  policy  of  the  law:  whatever 
•  oiJ  may  ha>e  promised  to  do  shall  be  faithfully 
ityformed^  us  far  as  ray  vote  can  accomplish  it. 
|Ji^t,  I  havf  in  vain  looked  for  any  act  pledging 
§oiir  Government,  and  I  defy  gentlemen  to  point 
^  Jut  to  m*-.  Neither  the  compact  with  Georgia 
Jo^jf  the  sul;i.?quent  acts  of  Congress  contain  any 
bJf h  a  clative. 

4  j^he  Ltjjislalure  of  the  State  of  Georgia  sold 
l^iH  land  ir»  question  to  the  grantees  for  $500,000. 
flfter  that  tvtate  repealed  the  act  under  which  the 
Mtjd  was  si.ld,  the  State  refunded  to  the  purchas- 
g^f,  $310,69d  15.  The  United  States  shortly  af- 
r^t'wards  pfurchased  the  same  land  for  Sl.25O.0O0, 
hVl  by  ihjs  bill  you  propose  to  the  claimants 
000,000  to  purchase  from  them  their  claim! 
I^w  or  by  what  rule  will  posterity  be  able  to  un- 
J^stand  ti:is  method  of  legislating?  How  will 
^jS  historitn  record  this  transaction  when  we  are 
iohe  1  I  presume,  somehow  in  this  manner :  after 
■<*UQg  that  King  Charles  the  Second  by  charter 
•/ated  thf  colony  of  Carolina,  and  that  the  same 
Js  divided;  that  this  50,000,000  of  acres  in  part 
^juded  the  new  colony  called  Georgia  ;  that  a 
tnpany  culled  the  Yazoo  Company,  in  the  Win- 
J?!  of  the  year  1795,  bribed  the  Legislature  of 
"Borgia  to. pass  a  law  to  sell  this  50,000,000  acres 


ih  of  $5,000,000;  and  in  this  manner  will  be 
^>ijpled  tc;iether  the  corrupted  Legislature,  the 
7Uoo  Company,  and  the  thirteenth  Congress. 
Vjr,  you  are  certainly  purchasing  with  a  knowl- 
J^p  of  the  original  fraud,  and  thereby  consum- 
ji^ting  thi'  same. 
Your  Government  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do 
iih  the  Yazoo  purchase,  with  the  company,  nor 
)i\r  clairTi.  If  they  have  a  right  to  50,000,000  of 
feyes  of  lao'J,  it  is  unjust  for  you,  by  virtue  of  your 
7|ver,  to  cjmpel  them  to  take  $5,000,000  for  it. 
ihey  bavt'  no  right,  it  is  unwise  and  unjust  for 
>i  to  givt  them  $5,000,000  of  money  that  be- 
kligs  to  the  nation. 

Pput,  it  is  slated  liiat  the  poor,  honest  yeomanry 
f  ihe  Easj  became  purchasers  of  this  land,  inno- 
wi"  and  ipJiorant  of  the  fraud.  Do  you  believe. 
*-';  Vou  paso  the  bill,  that  class  of  people  will  de- 
j.\^  any  advantage  by  it  ?  If  you  think  so,  you 
:ifst  hav(}  a  very  contemptible  opinion  of  the 
•Jterity  c.f  speculators.  They  have  known  for 
\)  months  past  that  the  bill  now  under  consid- 
J-^tion  will  pass  this  session,  and  they  have  pur- 
Ihied  up  from  those  honest  people  their  shares 
>^  very  trifling  sums  before  this  time.  If  you 
'l^l*V  proof  of  this,  I  must  call  your  recollec- 
^\a  back  to  the  funding  of  indents.    In  that  case. 


a  speculation  was  opened,  which  extended  from 
your  Capitol  to  every  corner  of  the  nation;  and 
some  of  your  high  military  officers  were  engaged 
in  the  business,  purchasing  up  the  claims  of  the 
soldiers,  who  fought  and  bled  by  their  side,  at  the 
rate  of  about  ten  dollars  for  one  ;  and.  by  the  time 
that  it  was  known  that  the  law  was  passed  for 
funding  the  indents,  there  was  not  one  to  be  found 
in  the  hands  of  the  poor  soldiers,  whose  toil  and 
blood  purchased  your  independence.  Specula- 
tors are  not  less  attentive  to  this  business  now 
than  what  they  were  then,  and  probably  not  much 
more  honest. 

But,  the  bill  upon  your  table  provides  as  well 
for  the  infamous,  base,  fraudulent  corrupters,  as 
those  who  you  say  are  innocent  second  pur- 
chasers. Your  bill  places  them  all  on  the  same 
fooling.  Yes,  the  bill  before  you  makes  provis- 
ion for  the  same  men  who  counted  out  the  money 
to  the  treacherous,  corrupted  Legislature,  as  a 
bribe — the  price  of  their  vote.  And  those  same 
men,  by  this  bill,  are  invited  into  your  Treasury, 
with  hands  besmeared  with  fraud  and  corruption, 
to  receive  the  reward  of  their  labors  !  While  you 
continue  to  boast  that  yours  is  the  only  virtuous 
nation  on  earth,  1  beseech  you  to  keep  it  so,  by 
rewarding  virtue  and  punishing  vice.  Smile  on 
virtue,  but  frown  vice  out  of  your  presence.  Have 
nothing  to  do  with  either  the  Yazoos  or  the 
claimants. 

To  make  a  contract,  it  is  necessary  that  both 
parties  should  be  able  to  contract,  and  both  recip- 
rocally bound  by  the  same.  You.  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  are  able  to  pass  this  bill,  by 
which  you  hold  the  nation  to  perform  on  her  part ; 
but,  who  are  the  other  party,  and  where  are  they  1 
The  reporting  committee  states  in  this  way: 
'•  The  committee  will  remark,  generally,  that  the 
'  authority  of  the  agents  appears  to  be  very  ex- 
'  tensive  ;  and  that,  in  the  course  of  their  inqui- 
'  ries  on  this  head,  they  have  discovered  no  rea- 
'  son  to  believe  that  any  one  of  the  claimants  will 
'  refuse  to  accede  to  the  proposed  compromise." 

This  is  all  the  information  that  your  commit- 
tee can  give  you  on  the  subject.  The  claimants 
are  not  before  you  to  agree  to  the  compromise; 
they  are  not  bound,  and  it  is  impossible  that  they 
can  be.  The  claimants  are  scattered  over  your 
Grovernment — some  of  them  in  Europe.  Many 
children,  of  tender  age,  are  entitled  under  the 
grants  from  Georgia.  If  those  grants  convey  a 
title,  they  cannot  be  represented  so  as  to  enable 
you  to  dispossess  them  of  their  freehold  ;  and  the 
framers  of  the  bill  appear  to  have  been  sensible  of 
this  difficulty,  to  remedy  which,  the  eighth  sec- 
tion is  introduced.  Let  us  examine  if  it  will  an- 
swer the  purpose.     Mr.  F.  read  the  section  : 

''And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  person  or 
persons  claiming  lands  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pre- 
tended act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  January  7, 
1795,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  compromise  and  make 
setllempnt  of  all  such  claim  or  claims,  in  conformity 
with  the  provuions  of  this  act,  the  United  States  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be,  exonerated  and  dis- 
charged from  all  such  claim  or  claims,  and  the  same 
shall  be  forever  barred ;  and  no  evidence  of  any  such 
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claim  or  claim*  shall  be  admitted  to  be  pleaded,  or 

allowed  to  be  given  in  evidence,  in  any  court  whatever, 
against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  very  plain  section.  You 
tell  the  claimants  that  you  want  and  will  have 
their  land  ;  telling  them  to  relinquish  and  give  up 
to  you  their  title,  and  that  you  will  give  to  them 
five  millions  of  dollars  ;  but,  that  if  they  refuse  to 
do  so,  you  will  give  them  nothing;  and  that,  if 
they  sue  any  person  for  the  same,  to  whom  you 
may  sell,  their  grants  and  deeds  shall  not  be  ad- 
mitted in  court  as  evidence  of  their  title.  Sir.  I 
admire  your  power  for  making  of  contracts,  but 
I  dislike  your  principles.  Do  you  believe  that 
you  possess  such  powers ;  and  if  you  do,  are  you 
io  your  discretion  ready  to  exercise  them?  As 
this  bill  originated  in  the  Senate,  and  passed  by 
that  honorable  body,  it  would  appear  almost  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  say  that  the  eighth  section  is 
unconstitutional;  but  I  will  say  that  it  is  repug- 
nant to  the  first  principles  of  civilized  nations; 
and  I  never  understood  that  your  Constitution 
gave  birth  to  new  principles. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  a  few 
minutes,  chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Farrow. 

Mr.  EppESjoi' Virginia,  followed  in  an  animated 
and  decided  speech  of  nearly  an  hour,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  and  in  ftvor  of  Mr.  Troup's 
motion. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  replied  to  Mr.  Eppes 
and  others,  and  >upported  the  passage  of  the  bill 
in  an  argumeniativespeechof  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Bahnett.  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  bill,  and 
recited  various  circumstances  to  prove  the  vil- 
lany  practised  by  the  first  purchasers. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  in  a  short  and  perti- 
nent speech,  advocated  the  bill  and  opposed  the 
motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Stanforo.  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  reply 
to  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  respecting  the 
mutilation  of  the  documents  in  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  this  Hou<e.  which  established  the  fraud 
in  the  purchase  of  the  Yazoo  lands;  which  fact 
Mr.  S.  had  asserted  some  days  ago.  He  now 
reiterated  the  assertion,  and  his  statement  was 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
others. 

A  good  deal  of  explanatory  conversation  took 
place  on  this  topic,  during  which  several  motions 
to  adjourn  were  made  and  lo5t. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  declared  his  intention 
of  opposing  his  voice  to  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  commenced  a  speech  in  opposition  thereto. 
After  proceeding  a  few  minutes,  he  made  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  and  accordingly  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  March  24. 
Mr.  Miller  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
physicians  residing  in  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  requesting  that  Congress 
would  make  known  whether  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  require  physicians  who  keep  medicines 
on  hand,  for  making  up  their  own  prescriptions, 
to  take  out  licenses  as  retail  dealers  lo  foreign  mer- 


chandise.— Referred  to  the  Committee  ofWays 
and  Means. 

The  House  agreed  to  appoint  managers  on  its 
part  of  the  conference  with  the  Senate  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House  to  the  bill  for  better  organiza- 
tion and  supply  of  the  Army. 

A  Message  from  the  President  was  read,  trans- 
mitting to  the  Congress  certain  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  expressive 
of  their  abhorrence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Slate  of  Vermont,  in  issuing  a  proc- 
lamation to  recall  the  militia  of  Vermont  from 
the  frontier,  and  their  no  less  astonishment  and 
regret  at  beholding  a  resolution  lying  on  the  table 
ofthe  Legislature  of  another  State  approving  his 
conduct,  accompanied  by  a  threat  to  act  on  it  if 
the  General  Government  shall  think  proper  to 
inquire  into  the  constitutionality  of  his  conduct ; 
and  declaring  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, as  legislators  or  individual  members  of  so- 
ciety, will  aid  and  support  the  Government  in 
all  Constitutional  measures  to  bring  to  justice 
any  and  all  infractors  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws. — Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory — the  motioa 
for  indefinite  postponement  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Nelso.n,  of  Virginia,  redeemed  his  pledge 
yesterday  given  to  oppose  this  bill.  He  per- 
ceived, he  said,  the  total  inability  of  any  effort  to 
stem  the  torrent  now  setting  in  favor  of  this 
measure;  but  he  could  not  consent  that  this  bill 
should  pass  without  some  remarks  from  him 
against  it.  He  proceeded  to  take  a  legal  view  of 
the  question,  and  laid  down  the  principle,  that 
the  rights  of  sovereignty  of  a  nation  were  not  ex- 
aminable by  its  subordinate  agents;  that  courts, 
being  but  subordinate  agents  to  the  sovereign  au- 
thority, had  no  power  to  adjudge  the  rights  of 
the  sovereign  who  created  them  ;  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  could  not  decide  against  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  &,c.,  because,  if  it  could,  the 
creature  would  be  paramount  to  the  creator. 
That  a  conveyance  originating  in  fraud  was  void 
ab  initio  between  individuals,  and  much.more  in 
a  case  where  a  State  is  concerned ;  that  the  Legis-  ' 
lature  had  not  power  to  transfer  property  apper- 
taining to  the  sovereignty,  and,  having  trans- 
cended their  powers,  the  sale  was  void,  were  it 
never  so  fair  and  honest  a  sale.  Mr.  N.  spoke 
abor'  an  hour  in  a  strain  of  indignant  feeling 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  LATTiMORE,of  Mississippi,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  peculiar  reluctance  that  I 
rise  on  this  occasion.  But  as  I  am  not  much  ia 
the  habit  of  troubling  the  House,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  indulged  in  some  remarks  on  a  question  the 
most  important  to  the  Territory  I  represent  of 
any  that  has  ever  been  agitated  on  this  floor. 
Some  years  ago.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  the  honor  of 
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iu-seat  in  t^is  House;  and  at  all  the  four  sessions 
ftv^ich   I   sfrved  (except,  perhaps. -one)  this  sub- 
ject was  discussed,  yet  I  never  took  any  part  in 
tl*e  debate.    On  these  occasions  it  was  contended 
J)^  the  on^  side,  that  the  act  of  sale  of  Georgia 
s  valid  ;i on   the  other,   that   it  was   not  valid. 
gentlet|ien  eminent   for  their   legal  abilities, 
^^,^ch  as  ll^ere  always  are  in  this  House.)  both  of 
jSl<ese  opinjons  were  strenuously  maintained.     It 
%tis,  sir,  i(npossible  for  me  to  determine  which 
f^ns   the   r^ght  one,  or  to  foresee  what  would  be 
■^];e  issue  of  this  claim  in  a  court  of  law.     But  my 
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must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  is  not  correct  as 
to  the  facts.  He  must  be  informed  that  the  In- 
dian title  to  seven-eighths  at  least  of  all  the  set- 
tled parts  of  the  territory  exposed  to  these  claims 
was  extinguished  long  before  the  act  of  sale  of 
Georgia  was  passed.  The  gentleman's  conclu- 
sion IS  of  course  incorrect ;  and  no  obstacle,  ia 
relation  to  the  Indian  title,  will  prevent  the  Yazoo 
companies  from  proseculing  their  claims  to  the 
lands  of  the  settlers  in  courts  of  law. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia.  (Mr. 
_  ,     Tboup,)  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  seitle- 

^(jubls  are'.now  ai  an  end.     I  consider  the  princi-    raent  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  has  not  been 


urii^  as  settled  ;  and  conceive  that  an  inquiries  on 
JSfis  subject  should  commence  with  the  decision 
^?C  the  Sojirerae  Federal  Court.  Whether  this 
4lecision  h*'  a  correct  one  or  not.  it  is  not  for  me 
Irtsay.  It  is  true  I  am  no  lawyer  ;  yet  I  am  suffi- 
Jjrently  acquainted  with  the  insiitutions  of  my 
_^ountry  to  know  that  the  final  decisions  of  courts 


retarded  fromanapprehensionof  the  Yazoo  claims, 
has  slated  that  more  public  land  has  been  sold  in 
that  Territory,  than  has  been  sold  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  within  the  same  time.  This  statement  is 
made  on  the  authority  of  a  document  which  is 
obtained,  no  doubt,  from  an  official  source.  Since 


the  gentleman  made  this  statement  yesterday,  I 
^ust  be  Ci^rried  into  effect.  That  the  decision  of'  also  have  procured  one  from  the  Land  Office,  and 
%\ie  Supre|ne  Court  of  the  United  States  would    will  now  compare  notes.     I  do  not  know  how  the 


vi)t  favorabfe  to  the  companies  claiming  under  the 
,^Ct  of  Georgia,  I  cannot  doubt.  I  must  take 
ritliings  as  1  find  them,  not  as  I  wish  them  to  be. 
jHad  the  cdurt  decided  against  the  validity  of  that 
i;ji(;t.  I  should  not  now  open  my  lips  on  this  sub- 
*joct,  and  the  people  whom  I  represent  would  have 
Apiled  the.^iecision  as  preserving  them  from  evils 
%Which.  as  things  now  are.  they  have  but  too 
ytriuch  reason  to  apprehend.  Or.  if  Congress  should 
'  c^yen  yet  tijink  it  proper  to  adopt  measures  to  coun- 
^.t^ract  tha;|i  decision,  and  would  do  so.   I  should 

s^iil  be  content.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that 
iafj  will  ti*  adopted.  It  has  been  ten  years  since 
\iY.e  quesupn  was  first  agitated  in  Congress,  and 
^s^Tfal  siftce  it   was  decided   in  court;    yet   no 

n'tjraedy  has  been  provided,  none  attempted,  none 
JJlUggPsted,  during  all  this  time.  I  see,  therefore, 
*^t  too  well,  that  if  these  claims  are  not  compro- 
**iised,  the  claimants  will  harass  us  by  law,  and 
'.■sitimalely  evict  us  of  our  lands. 
r;*fl  will  n()W,  Mr.  Speaker,  notice  some  observa- 
■  ^ons  of  honorable  gentlemen,  to  which  I  feel  it 
"jay  duty  w  reply.  I  understood  an  honorable 
""'Jtlntleraan'  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ingersoll) 

!|{J  say,  that  the   Legislature  of  Georgia  has  no 


mistake  has  arisen,  but  there  certainly  is  a  wide 
difference  between  his  statement  and  the  docu- 
ment which  I  have  procured.  From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  three  times  as  much  land  was  sold  m 
the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory  to- 
gether, as  was  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
within  the  same  four  years.  Another  document 
which  I  have  shows  that  considerably  more  than 
double  the  quantity  of  land  was  sold  in  the  State 
of  Ohio  alone  in  one  year,  than  was  sold  in  the 
same  year  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.  [Mr.  T. 
explaining,  said  he  had  stated  that  more  land 
had  been  sold  within  the  same  time  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  than  had  been  sold  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  in  proportion  to  the  relative  quantity  of  land 
subject  to  sale  in  each.]  Still  this  goes  to  prove 
the  point  which  I  have  in  view.  Why  is  it  that 
there  is  not  a  greater  quantity  of  public  lands 
subject  to  sale  in  the  Mississippi  Territory?  Be- 
cause the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguished.  And 
why  is  the  Indiau  title  not  extinguished?  Be- 
cause the  Yazoo  claims  cover  the  country.  I 
recollect,  sir,  that  when  I  formerly  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  this  House,  a  treaty  was  made  with 
some  of  the  Indian  tribes,  under  the  authority  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Senate;  but  the  appropriations  for 
carryin;;  it  into  effect  were  withheld  by  this 
House,  because  a  part  of  the  land  ceded  lay  within 
the  claim  of  one  of  the  Yazoo  companies,  (in  the 
Big  Bend  of  Tennessee,  now  Madison  county.) 
and  the  treaty  had  to  lie  over  a  whole  year.  This 
shows,  sir,  that  the  Indian  title  to  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  is  not  to  be  extinguished, 
and.  consequently,  that  the  country  will  not  be 
settled  so  long  as  these  claims  are  in  the  way. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  said  also,  that 
the  Mississippi  Territory  has  settled  more  rapid- 
ly than  any  other  of  the  Territoriesof  the  United 
States.  It  would  probably  require  considerable 
investigation  to  ascertain  the  fact ;  but  if  the  gen- 
tleman would  give  himself  the  trouble  of  inquir- 
ifq  the  getjtieman,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  the  ing  more  closely  into  this  subject,  I  think  his  in- 
^irreciness  of  the  principle  he  has  assumed,  I  quiries  would  lead  him  to  a  different  result.  I  do 
%\  I  ■ 


>iijht  to  sell  the  territory  in  question,  inasmuch 

the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished  ;   and 

ll^at,  therefore,  I  need  not  indulge  in  the  appre- 


4^  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished  ;   and 

t'  ,t,tl 
ision  I  Cad  expressed  in  relation  to  the  claims 
ended  in  be  compromised  by  the  bill.  But  let 
say  to  ihat  gentleman,  that  he  has  not  quieted 
ifv  fears.  It  will  be  admitted.  I  presume,  that 
i^^'orgia  could  sell  just  such  a  right  as  she  had  ; 
h!td  that  if  she  had  any,  it  was  a  right  of  pre- 
{Jmption.  It  is  doubled  whether  she  had  any 
gyhi  at  ail  to  these  lands;  but  this  is  nowimma- 
^i;^'^!.  sinK-  the  court  has  determined  that  she  had. 
^will  not,  however,  argue  the  principle  with  the 
^tJntleman  as  to  th^  right  of  Georgia  to  sell  Indian 
|ajads.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
^tldiciary.  and  it  would  be  presumption  in  me  to 
kilntend  with  him  on  this  point.     Yielding,  then. 
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not  know  the  relatire  increast  of  population  in 
the  different  Territories  ;  but  with  respect  to  Ohio.  I 
which   was  a  Territory,  I  recollect   that,  in  the  ' 
year  1803,  soon   after   it  was  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  it  was  entitled  to  but  one  Rep- 
resentative in  this  House,  and  contained  when 
admitted,  as  I  am  informed,  about  45.000  souls. 
But  this  State  has  now  six  Representatives  on  I 
this  floor;  it  has.  therefore,  gained   in  ten  years, 
not  much  less  than  200,000  souls.     The  Missis-  | 
sippi  Territory   has  gained  only  about  35,000  in  ! 
more  than  fourteen  years — on  an  average  about  i 
2.500  a  year.    1  do  not  think  that  this  can  be  con- 
sidered, with  propriety,  a  rapid  increase  of  popu- 
lation, especially  when  compared  with  the  emi- 
grations to  other  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Another  remark  of  the  gentleman  was  calcu- 
lated to  make  an  impression  of  great  importance 
upon  the  House.  I  should  be  sorry  to  miscon- 
ceive the  gentleman,  but  I  understood  him  as  say- 
ing, in  substance,  that  there  was  no  propriety  in 
urging  the  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Territo- 
ry, for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it  to  defend  itself 
and  the  State  of  Louisiana  ;  that  Tennessee  and 
Georgia  had  defended  the  former,  and  that  we 
should  soon  have  peace  with  the  Indians.  Be- 
fore I  say  one  word  in  reply  to  these  observations 
of  the  gentleman,  I  wish  to  express  my  grateful 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Georgia,  in  relation  to  the  present  In- 
dian war.  Yes,  sir,  I  feel  great  pleasure  in  ex- 
pressing the  sentiments  of  gratitude  which  I 
cherish,  and  which  I  have  on  every  occasion  ex- 
pressed— sentiments  which  the  people  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  also  cherish  and  express.  I  wish 
it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  we  feel  our- 
selves greatly  indebted  to  the  brave  people  of 
those  States  for  their  patriotism,  their  prompti- 
tude, and  friendly  aid  in  our  defence.  But.  sir, 
whilst  I  ascribe  much,  I  cannot  ascribe  every- 
thing to  this  aid. 

Thegentlemansays  that  Tennesseeand  Georgia 
have  defended  us  ;  and  here  I  must  repeat  my 
gratitude  for  the  defence  which  has  been  extend- 
ed to  us  by  these  States.  But  did  they  defend 
Fort  Mims,  which  fell  before  they  knew  that  we 
needed  defence?  Did  they  prevent  the  sacrifice 
of  hundreds  of  inhabitants  in  that  quarter  of  the 
country,  who  fell  Tictims  to  savage  hostility, 
whilst  the  unhappy  remnant,  abandoning  their 
property  to  destruction,  had  to  seek  refuge  in 
ibrts,  and  there  remain  trembling  for  their  lives; 
to  preserve  which,  even  in  that  situation,  required 
all  the  local  militia,  the  whole  of  the  twelve 
months'  volunteers,  and  nearly  all  the  regular 
force  that  the  country  possessed?  Why  did  the 
Western  settlement — the  principal  settlement  of 
the  Territory  on  the  Mississippi  river — not  expe- 
rience a  similar  fate?  I  presume  no  gentleman 
anticipates  the  reply.  Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  must 
disclose  a  fact,  which,  but  for  the  observation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  I  might  have  with- 
held from  this  House.  It  may  be  humiliating  to 
the  House — it  may  be  humiliating  to  the  nation 
— still  it  is  my  duty  to  make  it  known.  But  why 
was  the  Western  part  also  of  the  Mi.'^sissippi  Ter- 


ritory not  invaded  by  the  Creeks?     Because  the 
Choctaw  nation  interposed.     The  Choctaws  are 
a  numerous  nation  as  well  as  the  Creeks,  and  are 
even  said  to  be  more  warlike  and  brave.     When 
the  fall  of  Fort  Mims  was  known  in  the  Western 
settlement,  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the 
Territory  entertained,  as  they  had  but  too  much 
reason   to  do.  much   solicitude  for  their  safety; 
and   the  Choctaw  nation  became  the  object  of 
their  hopes  and  their  fears.     It  seemed  to  be  the 
universal  opinion  of  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  disposition  of  Indians,  that  the  Choctaws 
would   not  be  neutral   when   those  around  them 
were  at  war;  :ind  the  anxious  and  important  in- 
quiry  of  every  one  was,  which  side  will  they 
take  ?    Happily  for  us  the  Choctaw  nation,  which 
some  years  ago  was  divided   into  an  American 
party,  and  a  French  or  Spanish  party,  has  since, 
through   the   assiduity  and  address  of  the  agent, 
the   present  incumbent,  become  more  united   in 
our  favor,  and  formed  something  like  a  general 
attachment  to  the  United  States.   When  the  war 
with  the  Creeks  commenced,  the  Choctaws  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  event,  and.  determining  in 
favor  of  the  United  States,  gave  the  Creeks  to 
understand   that   they  should   not   pass   through 
their  lands  to  make  war  upon  the  whites.     Their 
geographical  position  and  physical  strength  ena- 
bled them  to  enforce  this  determination,  and  save 
our  Western  settlements, by  presenting  a  complete 
barrier  to  the  inroads  of  the  Creeks.     But  for  this 
barrier,  that  settlement  also  might  have  been  rav- 
aged by  our  cruel  foe.     But  for  this  barrier,  dis- 
persed as  the  population  of  that  settlement  is.  and 
deprived  as  it  was  of  all  the  regular  force  in  the 
country  which  had  been  drawn  to  another  point, 
(the  Tombigbee  settlement,)  one  thousand  Creeks 
might  have  made  their  way  through  the  strongest 
part  of  It,  have  crossed  over   the  Mississippi  to 
Louisiana. and  laid  waste  all  the  upper  settlements 
of  that  State. 

But  it  seems  we  are  now  to  have  peace  with 

the  Creeks.     This  may  be;  it  may  be  very  soon. 

But  I  hav?  heard  nothing  on  the  subject  that  is 

satisfactory  to  my  mind.     If  the  gentleman  from 

Georgia   is   in   possession   of  facts  which  assure 

him  of  such  an  event,  I  would  thank  him  if  he 

would  communicate  them  to  me,  and  rejoice  my 

heart.     But  a  word  or  two  more  respecting  these 

Creeks.     The  general  denomination  of  Creeks  is 

applied  to  several  nations  of  Indians,  with  only 

one  of  whom  (the  .Muscogees)  we  are  at  war; 

and  even  of  that  one  a  portion  is  friendly  to  us, 

and  engaged  in  our  cause.     It  is  this  one  nation 

of  Indians,  divided  as  they  are,  that  has  given  us 

so  much  trouble  and  done  us  so  much  harm  ;  and 

notwithstanding  the  brilliant  victories  obtained 

i  over  them  by  the  brave  people  of  Tennessee  and 

I  Georgia,  they  still   hold  out  and   maintain  their 

j  ground  in  the  heart  of  the  Territory  where  they 

live.     Yet,  against  the  hostility  of  these  Creeks, 

!  as  well  as  against  that  of  all  other  nations,  wheth- 

I  er  savage  or  civilized,  both  Louisiana  and  the 

<  Mississippi   Territory  are  to  rely  on  Tennessee 

j  and  Georgia  for  defence.     I  regret,  Mr.  Speaker, 

j  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  chairman 
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rj.?f  the  Military  Committee  did  not  take  that  en-  |  would  afford  an  extensive  market  for  the  manu- 
'■jirged  view  of  this  subject,  which  his  capacious  I  factures  aod  other  articles  which  those  States 
sMiind  wi)old  have  enabled  him  to  do.  Tennessee  would  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  supply.  la 
54j^nd  Georgia  defend  Louisiana  at  the  distance  of  |  short,  whether  this  Territory  be  considered  in  re- 
Ipive,  six;  or  seven  hundred  miles!  No.  sir;  the  i  lation  to  its  susceptibility  of  commercial  advan- 
^leans  oif  defence  must  be  nearer  at  hand,  to  be  ,  tages,  or  its  capacity  for  military  defence,  (were 
lamely  tod  effectually  employed.  And  let  not  I  it  well  settled.)  there  is  not  a  more  interesting 
'■j/entlemfn  say  there  is  no  danger  of  an  attack  on  portion  of  country  in  all  the  United  Slates, 
j-fth's  poriS^n  of  the  United  States.  Weareatwar,  But  if  the  claims  of  the  Yazoo  companies 
ijtnd  Nevf  Orleans  may  be  invaded.  Nay,  it  seems  which  cover  this  territory,  are  not  compromised, 
hjs  if  daijger  was  now  apprehended;  or  why  has  what  will  be  the  effect  on  the  pecuniary  interest 
*iijie  Governor  of  Louisiana  called  out  the  miliita  of  the  United  States?  The  gentleman  from 
^^  that  State,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  defend-  ;  Georgia  says  if  these  companies  are  entitled  to 
j'ljig  the  tjii'tropolis  itself?  It  will  not  be  foreign  any  of  the  land,  they  are  entitled  to  all  ;  then  let 
5'*' this  psrt  of  the  subject  to  notice  a  circumstance  them  take  the  whole,  if  they  can  obtain  it  by 
considerable  not^oriety,  and  which  cannot  but  law.  To  say  nothing  of  the  loss  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  sustain  in  such  an  event,  by 
being  deprived  of  the  proceeds  of  the  future 
•rvrni'tlstr'*^  community  of  pirates  being  establish- ,  sales  of  these  lands,  it  may  be  well  to  inquire 
^i^  in  Louisiana,  not  one  hundred  miles  from  New  what  they  would  have  to  refund,  if  the  compa- 
"^rleans.  who  have  killed  several  of  the  custom-  uies  establish  the  whole  of  their  claim.  This 
4)^use  oflicers  and  wounded  others,  and  whom  all  claim  embraces  nearly  all  the  lands  held  by  the 
i|e  railuia  and  regulars  have  not  been  able  to  present  settlers  of  the  Territory.  Some  of  these 
,!|lislodge.  I  hold  under  titles,  legally  and  fully  executed,  de- 

^  I  In  purs^uing  my  view  of  this  subject,  let  me  ob- 1  rived  from  the  Spanish  Government,  which  are 
^-crve,  thaif  Pensati:ola  and  all  East  Florida  are  in  I  expressly  confirmed  by  the  articles  of  agreement 
*>j)ssessio<^of  a  foreign  Power.  I  could  wish  that  and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the 
"ttntlemeni  would  lay  the  map  before  them,  and  |  State  of  Georgia.     Others  held  under  incomplete 


a 


"^  known  to  this  House.     Every  gentleman  here 
^ust  be  iicquainted  with  the  fact,  of  a  large  and 


5Jew  all  ttje  points  from  which  we  might  be  in 
Winded  betveen  the  Chaitahoochie  and  Mississippi 
"levers,  anu  see  whether  the  means  of  defence 
•puld  be  .^0  readily  furnished  from  any  other 
lOarter  as  the  Mississippi  Territory,  provided  it 
id   the  population   which   it  is  susceptible  of. 


Spanish  titles,  which  the  United  States  have 
also  confirmed.  And  others  who  are  purchasers, 
(the  most  numerous  description  of  all.)  hold  un- 
der  titles  originally  and  exclusively  derived  from 
the  United  States.  Of  these  purchasers,  some 
have  completed  their  payments,  others  have  paid 


t  the  settlement  of  this  country  is  an  object  of '  in  part,  and  all  will  have  to  pay  the  whole.     The 


iijfficient  importance  to  claim  the  attention  of 
|t|is  Hous^-,  though  viewed  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
:tion  of  New  Orleans  alone.  The  State  of 
)uisianais  certainly  a  very  fine  country,  and 
Pi^ssesses.  perhaps,  more  advantages  than  any 
Jijher  Staip  in  the  Union;  yet  its  localities  are 
i|'4ch  as  to  render  it  unsusceptible  of  a  large  com- 
^^ct  popolation;  and  some  of  its  settlements  are 
ti)  remote  from  New  Orleans  to  afford  it  such 
?edy  succor  it  might  need.     The  Mississippi 


lands  purchased  are  obtained  at  two  dollars  per 
acre;  but  it  is  impossible  to  ;ay  what  their  in- 
creased value  may  be.  This  will  depend  much 
on  the  labor  and  expense  which  may  he  bestowed 
on  their  improvement.  Some  may  be  worth  four 
dollars  the  acre,  some  six,  some  ten.  ami  others 
more.  Who,  then,  can  calculate  the  amount 
which  the  United  States  may  have  to  refund? 
And  what  will  they  make  by  the  purchase  from 
Georgia,  if  the  claimants  under  the  act  of  that 


"ijrritory  IS  susceptible  of  such  a  population,  and.    State  obtain    the  whole  extent  of  their  claim? 
lining  contiguous,  could,  if  settled  to  the  extent  of    They  will   have  made  a  very  bad   bargain  with 

~  Georgia  m  such  an  event.     I  think  Georgia  has 

made  a  very  good  one  on  her  part,  and  that  she 
ought  to  be  content.  She  receives  81,250,000, 
and  gets  rid  of  much  trouble  and  perplexity, 
which  she  has  shifted  from  herself  upon  the 
United  Stales.  Yet  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia 
seem  unwilling  that  the  United  States  also  should 
gel  rid  of  the  embarrassments  which  the  Legis- 
lature of  jheir  State  has  produced.     Why  are  the 


f^  capacity,  alTord  more  prompt  and  efficient  aid 
S^Kthat  ciry,  than  all  the  Western  and  Southern 
^fates  coriibined.  The  importance  of  this  great 
"  iporiuni  (New  Orleans)  to  all  the  upper  coun- 
needsjiot  to  be  shown.  Once  let  it  fall  into 
'^^  hands  of  an  enemy,  and  I  perceive  a  general 
ftiisation  .\nd  effect  throughout  all  the  States  and 
'?}'»rritoriei  that  enjoy  its  trade.  It  might  be  re-  | 
JjvPTed,  irwieed,  (no  doubt  of  this.)  but  in  doing 


i-the  Deira  of  the  Mississippi  would  furnish  un-    United  States  paying  to  Georgia  $1,250,000  if 
jliely  graves  for  thousands  of  the  brave  youth  of  i  they  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  save  a  part  of  the 
•yf  West.  I  purchase   by  extinguishing   the  Yazoo  claims? 

j^  -The  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  '  If  these  claims  eventually  succeed  to  their  full 
*!iir|)uld  be  highly  advantageous  in  another  point  '.  extent,  and  the  United  States,  of  consequence, 
^Kview.  its  climate  and  soil  render  it  particu-  lose  their  territory,  after  paying  the  $1,250,000, 
j^tW  capable  of  prod  uci  ng  that  valuable  raw  ma-  and  after  paying  all  the  various  expenses  incurred 
;|tjal  (cotion)  which  is  now  in  such  general  de-  m  the  adjustment  of  claims,  and  the  disposal  of 
*iiind,  and  which  it  could  furnish  to  all  the  man      '      '  .        r,^ 

liXtunng  and     co  mmercial    States;    whilst    it 


1 

II 


lands  in  that  Territory,  and  still  have  to  com- 
pensate the  settlers  who  may  lose  their  lands,  I 
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repeat  the  question — what  will  they  make   by 
the  purchase  ?  i 

But  there  is  one  short  answer  to  all  this.  Gen-  { 
tlemen  say  they  will  not  compromise  with  cor-  ! 
ruplion  and  fraud.  This  position  is  too  abstract ;  . 
and  the  zeal  indulged  on  this  subject  seems  to  i 
be  displayed  rather  against  the  act  than  those 
who  committed  it.  The  authors  of  this  crimi- 
nal speculation  are  not  within  the  reach  of  this 
House.  The  original  purchasers  have  transferred 
their  claims,  which  have  passed  into  the  hands 
of  those  whose  innocence  should  be  presumed.  I 
am  not  the  advocate  of  the  present  claimants.  I 
know  nothing  of  them.  Still  I  cannot  but  be- 
lieve, from  the  documents  before  me,  that  they 
were  generally  ignorant  of  the  fraud.  But  ad- 
mitting that  they  are  all  corrupt,  equally  corrupt 
with  the  original  purchasers,  what  then  ?  I  will 
give  gentlemen  as  broad  ground  as  they  wish, 
and  broader  than  they  have  assumed.  I  will  sup- 
pose, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  all  the  pres- 
ent claimants  had  knowledge  of  the  fraudulent 
transaction  ;  and  then  ask,  if  we  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  are  to  be  punished  for 
their  crime  ?  I  foresee,  sir,  that  such  will  be  the 
issue,  if  the  compromise  contemplated  by  the  bill 
does  not  take  j)lace.  I  cannot  but  retiect  upon 
the  injustice  of  such  a  case.  The  guilty  origi- 
nal purchasers,  and  the  more  guilty  sellers,  (the 
Legislature  of  Georgia.)  have  escaped  justice, 
and  profited  by  their  guilt;  the  present  claim- 
ants have  a  legal  decision  in  their  favor  ;  while 
the  innocent  settlers  in  the  Territory,  who  have 
had  no  sort  of  participation  in  the  tran^aclion, 
must  yield  their  rights,  or  preserve  them  at  the 
risk  ol  their  lives.  And  what  might  be  the  issue 
of  the  contest,  I  cannot  say.  I  would,  sir,  be  far 
from  encouraging  or  wishing  such  a  contest.  But 
gentlemen  are  acquainted  with  human  nature  as 
well  as  I  am.  They  all  know  how  much  men 
are  attached  to  their  property,  especially  to  prop- 
erty in  land  on  which  ttiey  reside.  And  why  ? 
Because  it  is  their  home,  the  dwelling  place  of 
their  familie.<;,  which  the  recollection  of  a  thou- 
sand interesting  domestic  and  social  scenes  ren- 
ders them  reluctant  to  leave.  Sir.  there  is  an 
injury  sustained  in  such  cases,  a  violence  done 
to  the  feelings,  fur  which  no  reparation  can  be 
made.  If  even  complete  pecuniary  compensa- 
tion were  provided,  many  would  still  be  unwil- 
ling to  take  an  equivalent  in  money  for  an  abode 
of  their  choice,  which  many  considerations  en- 
dear to  their  minds.  It  may  be  that  there  is  a 
sacred  spot  on  the  premises,  where  the  remains 
of  their  connexions  are  deposited  ;  and  what 
sensibilities  will  be  excited,  if  families  are  driven 
from  their  homes,  and  forced  to  abandon  the  soil 
which  contains  the  ashes  of  their  friends  ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  but  advert  to  the  course 
which  has  been  given  to  this  bill.  When  it 
came  from  the  Senate  and  was  about  to  be  read, 
it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  although  seve- 
ral other  bills  in  a  similar  situation  were  read 
immediately  thereafter,  and  disposed  of  in  the 
usual  way.  After  lying  some  time,  this  bill  was 
at  length  called  up,  when  a  motion  for  its  rejec- 


tion was  made.  This  having  failed,  it  was  regu- 
larly referred  and  reported  on;  and  after  being 
again  before  the  House,  and  after  having  under- 
gone sufficient  discussion  for  a  decision  on  its 
merits,  a  motion  is  now  made  for  its  indefinite 
postponement.  I  have  all  along  apprehended 
this  motion,  recollecting  that  when  I  had  for- 
merly the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  it  was 
by  such  means  that  the  compromise  was  always 
defeated,  although  there  was  then  always  a  ma- 
jority that  seemed  in  favor  of  its  being  carried 
into  effect.  Among  those  who  approved  of  the 
measure,  there  are  always  some  who  are  willing 
to  put  off  its  adoption  until  a  more  convenient 
season,  which  season  never  arrives. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says  he  is  tired 
and  sick  of  the  subject.  Why  then  defer  it  from 
year  to  year?  If  gentlemen  from  Georgia  are 
so  tired  and  sick  of  this  question,  what  should 
the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  be,  who 
have  so  much  at  stake  ?  They  have  but  too 
much  cause  to  be  tired  of  anxiety  and  sick  of 
suspense;  and  I  may  well  exclaim  for  them,  we 
are  weary  of  conjecture.  To  do.  or  not  to  do? 
That  is  the  question.  Whether  it  be  better  to 
prepare  to  resign  to  the  injustice  which  awaits 
us  with  folded  arms,  or  to  raise  them  in  defence 
of  our  rights? 

Why  postpone  this  question  again?  Is  it  to 
be  without  end  ?  Has  not  the  settlement  of  our 
territory  been  already  sufficiently  retarded  by  the 
claim,  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  put  at  rest? 
Had  It  been  compromised  ten  years  ago,  as  then 
proposed,  the  country  might  have  contained  at 
this  lime,  instead  of  forty  or  fifty  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  thousand  souls, 
and  have  been  sufficiently  strong  to  control  all 
savage  hostility,  and  check  the  sanguinary  in- 
trigues of  the  Governor  of  Pensacoia.  who  has 
furnished  the  means  of  our  destruction,  and 
evinced  as  much  enmity  as  he  dares  to  do,  and 
more  than  would  have  been  suffered  with  impu- 
nity by  any  other  Government  than  that  of  the 
United  States.  Yes,  sir.  to  the  postponement  of 
this  compromise  may  justly  be  attributed  all  the 
blood  which  has  been  shed,  and  all  the  treasure 
which  lias  been  expended  in  this  war  with  the 
Creeks. 

But.  sir,  while  I  ascribe  to  such  a  cause  the 
evils  we  have  sustained,  I  am  far  from  supposing 
anything  like  hostility  in  the  minds  of  honorable 
gentlemen  to  the  Mississippi  Territory.  Among 
those  who  oppose  this  compromise,  I  see  a  num- 
ber of  my  old  friends  who.  in  other  respects,  have 
uniformly  supported  the  interests  of  the  country 
I  represent.  I  do  not  call  in  question  the  motives 
of  gentlemen.  My  observations  apply  to  the  ten- 
dency, and  what  I  fear  will  be  the  result,  of  their 
course  in  relation  to  this  claim.  No,  sir,  I  can- 
not suppose  hostility  to  our  Territory  from  either 
side  of  the  House,  or  Irom  any  branch  of  the 
Government.  Such  a  supposition  would  oppose 
all  ray  former  experience,  and  be  the  reverse  of 
what  I  have  both  known  and  declared.  For  it 
has  been  my  pride  and  my  boast  to  feel  myself, 
and  say  to  my  constituents,  that  our  section  of 
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»»7i    uc     ut-iciicu.         TTiiy     ucifr    U     W 

^Jpreliension  and  danger  exist,  and 
•ijin  tomahawk  is  still  held  over  our 
I^Mr.  Gholson,  of   Virginia,   opp 

[ted, 


.(I  e  Union  has  never  ceased  to  obtain  the  patroa- 
'  i  'e  of  tho  Goirernment  of  the  United  States. 

.Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  motion  for  postpone- 
"i^ient  will  not^prevail.  I  wi?h  to  see  the  ques- 
|i*)n  decided  upon  its  merits.  If  a  majority  sup- 
yf'se  the  bill  to  be  improper,  let  it  be  rejected. 
jj!^at  we  may  prepare  for  events.  If  a  majority 
'conceive  it  proper,  why  delay  its  passage  ano- 
Shjer  whole  year?  We  have  already  suffered 
^Juch.  and  may  y^et  suffer  more.  What  do  we 
i(j)ik  ?  Net  a  grant  of  lands — no  direct  positive 
^kt.  Wei  solicit  a  preservation  from  evils,  the 
jj«jrnoval  cf  obstacles  that  lie  in  our  way.  We 
jJMtsh  tluntrs  to  take  only  their  common  and  nat- 

Jial  course,  and  to  see  the  country  settle  and 
iengthen  without  unnecessary  impediment  or 
^ay.  Our  property,  our  rights,  our  lives,  are  at 
**k  ;  and  it  is  time  to  begin  to  provide  the  means 
^h  our  protection  and  defence.  If  they  are  to  be 
^liovided  Rt  all,  I  do  hope  that  the  provision  will 
*)l  be   deferred.     Why  defer  it   when  so  much 

while  the  In- 
ir  heads? 
)pposed  the  bill 
*^ry  decidedly  on  the  grounds  heretofore  occu- 
W^d,  VIZ:  the  fraud  of  the  original  transaction; 
Jr*  fallary  of  the  reasoning,  and  error  of  judg- 
%re\n  of  ihe  Supreme  Court ;  the  slender  title  of 
sie  present  claimants  to  the  charity,  and  their 
int  ol  claim,  on  the  justice  of  the  Government, 
Mr.  G.  in  substance  said  he  did  not  impute 
jrrupt  motives  to  the  members  of  Congress.  On 
contrary,  he  said  that  he  believed  gentlemen 
iio  from  policy  and  prudential  considerations 
jd  advocated  thf  bill,  were  actuated  by  the 
^ijrest  motives.  He  believed  them  to  be  honor- 
<il|le  men,  But,  he  said,  he  feared,  if  the  bill 
Jessed,  that  the  future  historian,  and  posterity, 
jijSreviewing  this  transaction,  would  couple  with 
jife  original  grant  of  the  Georgia  Legislature,  the 
2cl  of  cumpromist?  of  the  thirteenth  Congress, 
,i)\d  that  the  proper  distinction  between  the  two 
iyghl  not  be  sufficiently  discerned. 
'^|Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the 
ki\\  in  a  biiort  speech. 

\*Mr.  LATTiMOBt,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  a  few 
Oi^arks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stanford. 
.i-^After  some  explanatory  conversation  between 
^ir.  Yanxey  and  Mr.  Gholson,  the  latter  of 
-•i^'liom  hail  been  misunderstood  in  a  remark  he 
^4d  made^on  this  subject — 

I'Mr.  Yaivcfy.  of  North  Carolina,  staled   con- 
^*ely  the -reasons  which  would  govern   him    in 
siting  for. the  bill.     He  should  support  its   pas- 
Sji^e  troni  .1  belief  in  its  present  expediency,  and 
^.n  from  any  view  to  sanction  the  original   cor- 
irtUT)tion  of  the  Yazoo  speculation. 
^mr.  WKiight.  of  Maryland,  offered  a  few  ad- 
iilional    remarks,    and    Mr,   Alston,    of   North 
jf  jirolina.  ,5aid   a  few  words  in  explanation  of  a 
iliit  which  had  been  alluded  to  ;  when 
;^'The  qufstion  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  post- 
ijae  the  hill  indefinitely,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ipve— yeis  72,  nays  83,  as  follows: 
^  '.Ye**— Sflessrs.  Alexander,  Alston.  Anderson,  Arch- 
il^ Bard,  Burnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell.Cald- 


well,  Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denovellea 
Defha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Furrow,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholaon,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LcfTerte,  Lyie,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  .Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Roane,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong.  TannehiJl, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udrec,  Whitehill,  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Nais — Mcsurs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  But- 
ler, Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comslock,  Cooper,  Coi, 
Culpeper,  Duvenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Gaston,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hat- 
brouck,  HuAy,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Mose- 
ley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pit- 
kin, Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wilham  Reed,  Richard- 
son, Ridgely,  RoberUon,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Nev*-  Hampshire,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Miuisachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusi'ttf,  Winter, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Hall  on  the  22d  instant,  and 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  64,  nays  85,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  .\lexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Deiioyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppea, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Hawes,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  LyIe,  Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim, .Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Roane, 
Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford^Strong,  Tan- 
nehiU,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetU,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor, 
Grundy,  Hale,  Hasbrouci,  Howell,  Hufty,  Irwin,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  .Miller,  .Moffitt,  .Montgomery,  Mose- 
ley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pilkin,  Post, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridge- 
ly, Robertson,  Ruggles,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New 
York.  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Massachutetu,  Winter,  and  Wright. 
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Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  a  few 
minutes  on  a  particular  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  F18K,  of  New  York,  replied. 

Mr.  Alston  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  words,  contained  in  the 
14tli  line  of  the  1st  section,  to  wit:  "a  sufficient 
legal  release  of  all  sucii  claim  or  claims  to  the 
United  States,"  and  to  insert  these  words  :  "  such 


purchased  of  a  certain  Solomon  Rice,  of  Eastport,  wa« 
legally  imported  into  the  United  States.  This  case 
has  been  solemnly  decided  by  the  judiciary,  on  great 
deliberation,  after  giving  the  parties  ample  time  to  make 
their  defence.  The  fact  on  which  they  depend  for  ob- 
taining relief  from  Congress,  if  it  existed  at  all,  had  an 
I  existence  prior  to  the  institution  of  a  libel  against  the 
I  said  vessel  and  cargo,  and  might  have  been  made  man- 


_  ,-  .,  run-       ifest  to  the   court.     But  this   was   not  done ;  no  new 

sufficient  release  as.  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi-  1  ^^^  ^^  ^^^j^  ^^^.  ^  ^^^.^^^  ^f  ^j^^  ^^^^^^  -^  the  nature 

dent  of  the  United  States,  shall  release  to  the  |  ^^^  ^^^  ^pp^,^,  -^  go,-^jipj_  This  solicitation  is  contrary 
United  States  and  discharge  all  claims  to  the  said  .  ^^  ^^.^^y  principle  of  jurisprudence,  were  it  to  be  grant- 
lands."     But   before    the  question  was   taken  the     ^j.     Infinite  mischief  would  be  the   result,  and   the 


House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  25. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
mere  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  revive, 
and  continue  in  force,  "'An  act  declaring  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Stales  of 
Maryland  and  Georgia;"  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
lo  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  An- 
derson, and  a  resolution  of  the  29th  of  January, 


province  of  the  judicatories  of  the  United  States  would 
be  invaded.  If  the  parties  have  sustained  any  damage, 
it  is  fairly  chargeable  to  their  own  rashness  or  negli- 
gence. If  they  are  without  a  remedy,  they  are  the 
cause  of  it.  From  this  view  of  the  case,  the  commit- 
tee are  compelled  lo  recommend  to  the  House  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Zenon  Orso,  a  native  of  New  Or- 


direciing  an  inquiry  into  the  justice  of  making  ^^^^-  ^^^^  ,,,p  f^^Howing  report,  which  was  read 
good  certain  bounties  in  land  promised  during  the  |  ^^^  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  : 
Revolutionary  war  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to.  The  petitioner  states,  that,  ance  the  year  180'J,  he 
her  officers,  soldiers,  seamen,  (fee,  made  a  report.  ,  j^^^  purchased  of  John  D.  Becktell,  and  others,  mer- 
which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Commit-  :  chants  of  New  Orleans,  sundry  articles  of  foreign  mer- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  and  be  printed — ayes  91.  i  chandise,  the  duties  on  which   he  was  informed,  and 

A  message  from  <he  Senate  informed  the  House  1  verily  believes,  havo  been  paid.  That  the  merchandise, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *^'  to  authorize  \  thus  purchased,  at  sundry  times,  was  shipped  on  board 
two  lotteries  in  Georgetown,  District  of  Colum-  '  the  coasting  schooner  Victoire,  to  the  town  of  Mobile, 
bia  ;"  also,  a  joint  resolution  for  the  appointment  in  that  part  of  Louisiana,  of  which  possession  had  not 
of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi-  been  delivered  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
ency  of  establishing  permanent  rules  for  regula-  and  there  landed  the  taid  merchandise,  and  disposed 
ting  and  conducting  tlie  printing  of  the  two  of  a  part  of  the  same.  The  petiUoner  also,  further 
Houses:"  in  which  bill  and  resolution  they  ask  states,  that,  towards  the  end  of  November,  1810,  it  was 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.     The  Senate  have     generally  believed,    that   a  _cert»in  Reuben   Kemper, 


disagreed  to  the  report  of  the  C.mmitlee  of  Con 
ference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
to  the  sixteenth  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill  for  the  better  organi- 
zing, paying,  and  supplying  the  Aimy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  and  ask  a  further  conference  on  the 


with  others  associated  with  him,  had  formed  a  plan  for 
taking,  plundering,  and  burning  the  said  town  of  Mo- 
bile. The  petitioner,  apprehending  an  attack  on  the 
said  town,  embarked  for  the  county  of  Baldwin,  near 
Fort  Stoddert,  carrying  with  him,  in  the  said  schooner 
Victoire,  his  family,  and  the  merchandise  which  re- 
mained unsold  ;  the  articles  of  which  are  enumerated 


subject-matter  thereof:  and  the  Senate  have  ap-  .  ;„  jde  mvoice  annexed  to  this  petition.     On  the  arri- 
pointed  managers  at  said  conference  on  their  part.  ]  val  of  which  merchandise,  at   the  port  of  Fort  Stod- 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com-  Jert,  the  petitioner  reported  to  the  collector  of  the  dia- 
merce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred  t  trict  of  Mobile,  who  compelled  him  to  enter  the  same, 
the  petition  of  James  Washburn  and  John  Alex-  ;  and  give  bond  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  the  same, 
ander,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass..  made  the  following  j  The  petitioner  prays  to  be  relieved  from  the  payment 
report,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in  :  i  of  the  said  bond,  amounting  to  upwards  of  six  hundred 

The  object  of  the  petitioners  is  to  be  relieved  from  |  dollars, 
the  payment  of  two  executions  which  have  been  issued  ^      The  committee,  on  mature  consideration  of  this  case, 
against  them.     The  facU  as  set  forth  are  these  :  are  impressed  with  the  opinion,  that  they  have  not  ju- 

The  petitioners,  in  the  Summer  of  1811,  despatched  risdiction  over  the  same.  They  think  that  it  belongs, 
the  schooner  Mars,  a  coasting  vessel,  to  Eastport,  in  properly,  to  the  cognizance  of  the  judiciary.  The  pe- 
Massachusctts,  for  a  load  of  plaster  of  Paris,  which  ,  titioner  complains  that  he  has  been  compelled,  by  the 
was  obtained  ;  on  her  return  she  was  sdized,  and  the  collector  at  Fort  Stoddert,  to  execute  a  bond  contrary 
vessel  and  cargo  were  libelled.  Judgment  by  the  court  to  law,  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  certain  merchan- 
was  given  against  the  vessel  and  cargo,  on  this  ground  ;  ■  dise.  not  liable  to  pay  duties,  l  he  case  is  briefly  this: 
that  the  vessel,  as  a  coasting  vessel,  was  engaged,  con-  the  merchandise  subjected  to  duty,  he  says,  he  pur- 
trary  to  law,  in  a  foreign  trade  ;  all  which  will  evi-  !  chased  of  John  D.  Beoktell,  and  others,  at  New  Or- 
dently  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  record.  The  peti-  leans,  in  the  years  1809  and  1810,  the  duties,  previously 
tionersseek  relief  from  Congress,  and  rely  to  obtain  it  i  to  his  purchasing  the  same,  having  been  paid.  That, 
on  the  ground  that   the  plaster  of  Parw,  which  was  1  »n  the  year  1809  he  moved,  and  earned  with  him  to 
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jlje  town  uf  MobiJ«*,  the  merchandise  then  purchased  ;    jarisdiction  of  a  foreign  nation.     Had  the  GoTtornraent 


.abd  that  at  sundry  times  afterwards,  in  the  year  1810, 
-Le  receivefl  at  the  last  mentioned  place,  other  articles 
pf  mercha*idi»e,  purchased  ot  the  said  John  D.  Beck- 
^11,  and  others ;  and  that  he  resided  at  the  town  of 
ffobile,  tili  the  latter  end  of  November,  1810;  at  which 
iijaie,  appr'  bending;  an  attack  on  the  town,  by  a  certain 
/^uben  Kimper  and  others,  he  removed,  with  the  mer- 
i-^andise  then  unsold,  to  the  county  of  Baldwin,  near 
YoTi,  Stoddcrt.  If  the  petitioner  has  been  constrained, 
^IJeifally,  i«>  secure  the  duties  on  the  above-mentioned 
Ja»;rchandi*^,  the  courts  of  law  are  open  to  the  peti- 
ii*ner  for  relief;  to  them  he  oui?ht  to  resort.  The  pe- 
w^oner  can  fairly  bring  his  case  to  a  judicial  eiamina- 
ij.jn  and  decision,  by  refusing  to  pay  the  bond,  executed 

Jjt  him  to  «ecure  the  duties  to  the  Lnited  States.     It 
I  the   provjnce  of  the   Legislature  to  enact  laws,  but 
.4(it  to  expound   and  enforce  them 


of  the  United  States  considered  it  in  any  other  point 
of  view,  the  town  of  Mobile  would  have  been  the  em- 
porium of  foreign  merchandise  for  the  surrounding 
country,  and  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  would 
have  been  defrauded  of  the  duties  arising  on  their 
importation.  If  these  reasons  be  sound,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  persuaded  that  they  are  so,  the  petitioner 
can  have  no  just  cause  for  complaining  that  the  mer- 
chandise, which  he  removed  from  the  town  of  .Mobile, 
to  the  county  of  Baldwin,  has  been  subjected  to  the 
payment  of  duties  to  the  United  States.  Should  this 
ground,  however,  prove  to  be  untenable,  which  the 
committee  apprehend  is  not  likely  to  be  done;  another 
consideration  of  which  the  petitioner's  case  is  suscep- 
tible, will  place  it  beyond  every  hope  of  redress,  and 
jihow,  in  the  strongest  manner,  that,  by  granting  relief, 
all  the  just  rules  which  reason  and  law  sanction,  would 


Happily  for  this     _.. j__. 

ij^ion,  tbe«  solemn  duties  are  confided  to  separate  be  violated. 

Sjjod  distinct  department*     The  committee  can  never  The  petitioner,  in   substantiating  his  claim  to  have 

fjj^,  brought  to  countenance  an  usurpation  of  power,  by  the  duties  remitted,  which  he  has  been  compelled  to 

<^iy  of  th-ir  acts.      J'he  demarkations  which  the  Con-  secure  to  the  United  States,  by  the  collector  of  Fort 


ution  ha»  fixed  and  assigned  to  the  several  co-ordi- 
i^t  branches  of  the  Government,  will  be  seduously 
IJppt  in  vie^v.  They  will  never  pass,  knowingly,  the 
Ijirrier  prttcribed  by  the  Constitution  to  their  func- 
lioni:.  Thejic  considerations,  they  conceive,  sufficiently 
iiiiitifjr  then>  in  recommending  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
4  iitatives  t:)  refuse  the  inlerjwsition  of  its  cxtraordi- 
;  ary  power*.,  and  the  propriety  of  leaving  the  petitioner 
>  *  hi*  remedy  at  law.  But,  should  the  House  deem 
■>  ira  positioi;  not  solid,  and  require  a  report  on  the  mer- 
i  s-of  the  case  ;  in  order  to  meet  with  promptitude  such 


Stoddert,  insists  much  on  this  fact,  that  the  merchan- 
dise, on  which  the  duties  have  been  paid,  was  pur- 
chased of  certain  merchants  in  New  Orleans,  on  which 
the  duties,  previous  to  his  purchasing  the  same,  had 
been  paid  to  the  United  States.  This  statement,  and 
the  confident  reliance  of  the  petitioner  on  it,  to  make 
good  his  claim,  requires  some  examination.  To  per- 
form which  tai>k,  the  committee  are  necessarily  com- 
pelled to  analyze  the  evidence  offered  by  the  petitioner. 
The  deposition  of  John  D.  Becktell,  taken  ex  parte, 
amounts  to  this,  that  certain  merchandise,  specified  in 


^tequisition.  and  to  prevent  delay,  the  committee  beg  the  invoice  annexed  to  the  pctiuon,  was  purchased  of 
Mave  to  otftvr  the  following  views  on  the  merits  of  the  him  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  years  1809  and  1810  but 
.*«im  of  the  petitioner,  to  a  remission  of  the  duties  :         it  does  not  prove  that  the  merchandise  which  wa^  re- 


>|0n  a  fuU  and  deliberate   examination  of  this  case, 

Jm  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  relief  ought  not  to 
Ranted.  The  reasons  which  have  led  them  to  form 
»l|iW  opinion,  are  the  following:  The  petitioner,  who 
»ii!lcs  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  knew, 
:4  the  tim»'  chat  he  removed  from  New  Orleans,  with 

3.;  avowed  intention  of  taking  his  stand,  of  residing 
the  town  of  Mobil.-,  and  carrying  on   there  the  bu- 
6|ii^«s  of  a  nnerchant.  that  the  town  of  Mobile  was  in 
l-Vscssion  of  the  Spaniards,  and  subject,  while  they 
f^-ssessed  it;  to  the  laws  of  Spain. 
J  He  had  voluntarily  removed  himself  from  the  juris- 
f^t(tion  of  tbe  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  had  re- 
linquished ituringsuch  residence  there,  all  claim  to  the 
ji-iVileges   which   the/  impart.      Had   he   committed, 
\<lhjle  he  rewded  thero,  an  offence,  which  was  punisha- 
lAi^  by  the  S|)anish  la^ts,  he  would  have  been  amenable 
loetfcem  !    Had  he  imported  merchandise  there,  it  would 
l»1«fwi8e  ha>e  been  subject  to  the  tariff  of  the  Spanish 
rmfoms,  an(!  the  duties  arising  from  the  same,  would  j 
b>^  gone   to  the  Spanish  treasury.     These  are  posi- 
ti^4s  the  coinmittec  take  to  be  undeniable;  no  excep-  ' 
tiW  can  be  wade  to  them  ;  nor  can  the  petitioner  avail 
i^ftimself  aiiy  advantage,  by  alleging,  that  the  town 
Ot- .ifobile,  w;is  a  part  of  Louisiana  ;  because,  although 
tf^:town  in  Tact  was  part  of  the  territory  belonging  to 
e^United  Siates,  yet  the  possession  of  it  had  not  been 
ined  by  the  Goveriihient  of  the  United  States,  from 
of  Spain. 
i|lf>uring  thi-  forcible  detainer  of  the  town  of  Mobile, 
I   ^he  Spanish  Government,  that  of  the  l.'nited  States 
y  i|ld  view  u  in  no  other  light,   than  as  being,  during 
t  f-possessK.n  thereof  by  the  Spaniards,  for  all  pur- 
|)  ipi  of  commerce  and  intercourse,  a  place  under  the 


moved  in  1810,  by  the  petitioner,  in  the  schooner  Vic- 
toire,  a  coasting  vessel  of  the    United   States,  to  the 
aforementioned  county  of  Baldwin,  was  the  same  mer- 
chandise which  had  been  purchased  of  him  in  the  years 
1809  and  1810.     Nor  was  it  possible  for  the  deponent 
to  do  so.     How  could  he  depose  to  the  identity  of  the 
articles    of  merchandise,   after  such   a  lapse  of  time  ? 
Could  not  the  town  of  Mobile  be  furnished  in  the  course 
of  trade,  with  the  like  articles,  from  no  other  person 
than   the  deponent  ;  from  no  other  place  than  New 
Orleans  ?     The    attempt    to  prove    the  fact  as  stated, 
would  be  proving   too  much  ;  it   would   be  proving  a 
thing,  if  not  impossible,  that  was  at  least  highly  im- 
probable.    The  fact,  then,  that  the  merchandise  which 
was  removed  to  the  aforementioned  county  of  Baldwin 
was  a  part  of  the  same   specified   in    the  invoice,  and 
which  was  purchased  as  aforementioned,  is  proved  only 
by  the  statement  and  averment  of  the  petitioner  alone. 
This  testimony  is  inadmissible  ;  it  is  contrary  to   all 
j  the  rules  of  enlightened  jurisprudence,  that  the  party 
interested  should  be  a  witness;  nay,  the  sole  witness 
j  in  his  own  cause.     The  committee  do  not  intend,  by 
their   mode  of  examining   this  case,  to   implicate  the 
characters  of  the  petitioner,  or  the  deponent.     These 
are  persons   unknown   to  them  ;  and   they  deprecate 
nothing  more  than  the  infliction  of  injury  on  the  feel- 
ings and  characters  of  those  who  shall  pass  in  their 
view  and  review,  while  performing  the  sacred  office  of 
judges.     To  keep  the  scales  of  justice  in  equipjise,  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  citizen,  is  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  the  committee.     To  effectuate  this  object,  always 
desirable,  but  of  difficult   atuinment,  the  freedom  of 
discussion  i.s   essential.     Truth   cannot   be  arrived  at 
without  the  vigorous  and  free  exercise  and  exertion  of 
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the  faculties  of  the  mind.  Her  li^hu  must  be  elicited, 
like  sparks  from  the  flint;  to  those  belong  the  property 
to  animate  and  to  cherish,  and,  when  just  cause  and 
imperious  necessity  shall  require,  to  blast,  or  to  con- 
sume. 

For  these  reasons,  the  committee  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  hare  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ucfiaished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  to 
compromise  the  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory. 

Mr.  AtsTON'd  amendment,  proposing  to  strike 
out  of  the  4th  section,  the  words '"a  sufficient 
legal  release  uf  all  such  claim  or  claims  tj  the 
United  Slates."  and  insert  "  such  sufficient  release 
as  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,"  bting  still  under  consideration — 

Messrs.  Oakley  and  Fisk,  of  New  Yort,  oppo- 
sed its  adoption,  and  Mr.  Alston. supported  it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Alston's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Yancey  moved  to  add  the  following  pro- 
Tiso  to  the  end  of  the  4ih  section : 

"  Provided  further,  That  no  person  or  persons,  ma- 
king payment  for  lands  in  certificates  authorized  to  be 
issued  by  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  discount  for 
prompt  payment,  now  allowed  by  law  to  purchasers  of 
pubhc  lands." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Barnett  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting a  new  section  as  the  Slh  section  of  the  bill. 
as  follows : 

Sic.  8.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  no  origi- 
nal grantee  or  grantees,  their  heirs  or  devisees,  or  any 
person  or  persons  concerned  in,  or  privy  to,  the  fraud 
in  the  original  contract,  or  any  one  claiming  under 
them,  having  notice  of  the  fraud  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase, shall  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  arising  from  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  but  all  such  claims  shall  accrue 
to  the  United  States." 

This  proposition  produced  considerable  discus- 
sion, in  which  Messrs.  Oakley,  Barnttt,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Wright.  Grundy.  Webster, 
Pickens.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
and  Sharp,  took  a  part. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  look  occasion  to  ex- 
press his  opinions  rer'pecting  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  He  reprobated,  in  an  energetic  and  eloquent 
manner,  the  fraud  of  the  original  purchase,  and 
invoked  the  House  not  to  sanction  so  corrupt  a 
transaction,  and  prostrate  the  principles  of  justice 
itself,  from  motives  of  expediency   and  policy. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the 
amendment.  He  likewise  reiterated  the  reasons 
he  had  before  submitted  in  support  of  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape  ;  and  disclaimed  fur  himself  any 
intention,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  give 
countenance  to  the  original  fraud.  His  object 
was  to  extend  relief  to  innocent  and  uncontam- 
inated  sufferers,  who.  but  for  the  compromise 
contemplated,  would  be  involved  in  undeserved 


ruin,  and  to  that  ruin  he  would  not  consent  to 

abandon  them. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  briefly  replied  to  Mr. 
Sharp,  and  vindicated  his  reasons  for  advocating 
the  bill. 

.Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  explained  concisely 
some  of  the  opinions  advanced  by  him  yesterday 
against  the  bill,  and  replied  to  the  several  gentle- 
men on  tiic  other  side.  He  likewise  disclaimed 
any  design  to  impeach  the  motives  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  spoke  with  much  zeal 
against  the  amendment.  He  said  that,  while  the 
House  was  unanimously  condemning  the  fraud 
of  the  first  purchase,  the  proposed  amendment, 
by  requiring  an  oath  to  entitle  claimants  to  in- 
demnification, was,  in  effect,  offering  a  bribe  to 
swear  falsely.  He  entered  at  some  length,  also, 
into  an  investigation  of  the  policy  of  the  bill, 
which  he  supported. 

Mr.  Barnett,  of  Georgia,  replied  to  Mr.  Fisk, 
and  again  urged  the  propriety  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  followed  in  support  of 
the  amendment,  and  adduced  various  considera- 
tions in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  amendment  and  on  the  bill.  He  said  the 
claims  which  gave  rise  to  the  bill  were  founded 
on  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  so  often 
alluded  to,  yet,  in  all  the  classes  of  claimants 
comprehended  in  the  proposed  amendment,  not 
a  case  could  be  found  similar  to  the  case  decided 
by  the  Court.  He  took  occasion  also  to  disclaim, 
in  a  remark  he  made  yesterday,  and  which  had 
been  noticed  in  the  course  of  debate,  any  inten- 
tion to  wound  the  feelings  of  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  the  compromise,  or  to  reflect  on  their  mo- 
tives 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  replied  to  Mr. 
GuoLsoN.  so  far  as  respected  his  allusion  to  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court;  which  decision 
he  explained,  and  illustrated  in  an  argumentative 
and  perspicuous  manner.  He  likewise  touched 
upon  and  advocated  the  validity  of  the  act  ma- 
king the  original  Yazoo  grant,  and  the  conse- 
quent nullity  of  the  rescinding  act ;  which  opin- 
ion he  supported  by  the  great  principle  of  the 
Constitution  that  declares  no  State  shall  pass  a 
law  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  (to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Barnett's 
amendment,  and  lost.  For  the  ataendment  71, 
against  it,  86,  as  follows  : 

YtAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  .Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Browrn,  Burwell,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Du- 
vall,Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hawes, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingcrsoll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  LefferU,  Lyle,  .Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
•McLean,  Moore,  .Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Piper,  PleasanU,  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Sage,  Seybcrt,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Vuguua,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tanaehill,  Teliiur, 
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Troup,  Vdree,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsyiyania,  and 
Wright. 

NATs^-Messrs.  Archer,  Arery,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetu,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Buller,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark, 
Comstock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, Dt^viii  of  Massachiwctts,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
'Vermont.  Fisk  of  Mew  York,  Forney,  Gaston, Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Howell,  Hufty,  Irving, 
Jackson  -f  Khodc  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent 
of  yevr  \  ork,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
Lewis,  ],ovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Mont- 
;jomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pickens.  Pitkin,  Post.  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Ruggles, 
8herwoc-d,  Skinntr,  Smith  of  Sew  Hampshire,  Smith 
of  New  Vork,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallniadge,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  V'ose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  and 
Vancey. 

A  mdiion  waij  niade  b/  Mr.  Oakley,  to  ainead 
jhe  thir.l  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
towiog  [.roviso,  to  come  in  as  the  first  proviso  of 
ihat  section : 

:  •*  Prot^ded,  That  every  person  having  claim  under 
cither  ofiihe  said  companies,  and  entitled  to  indemnity 
by  virtui*  of  this  act,  shall  receive  such  indemnity  only 
in  propo.tion  to  the  amount  of  such  claim." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
^ffirtnaUve. 

Altec  the  proviso  which  commences  in  the  27th 
\iae  of  liie  second  section,  so  as  to  read,  "  and  pro- 
vided, ftlso." 

A  mcirioD  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Oakley,  to 
sinend  {he  bill  by  inserting  a  new  section,  to  come 
ID  bet^vfea  the  i^eventh  and  eighth  sections,  as 

follows; 

;  Sxc.  9-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  when- 
ever thcHegal  estate  in  any  of  the  said  lands  (suppos- 
ing the  i^id  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, of  tKe  7th  of  January,  1795,  had  been  valid  and 
fffectual-  shall  be  vested  in  any  person  or  persons  who, 
»X  tlie  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  under 
jhe  age  gf  twenty-one  years,  it  shall  bo  lawful  for  the 
guardian  or  guardians  of  such  person  or  persons,  ap- 
ixiinted  m  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  respective 
Dtates  in  which  such  person  or  persons  may  reside,  to 
fxecute  lor  and  in  behalf  of  such  person  or  persons, 
and  depo«ite  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
ihe  Unitipd  States,  the  release,  a^isignment,  and  power, 
luentioncd  in  the  lirst  section  of  this  act;  which  said 
'elease,  .issignmcnt,  and  power,  so  executed  and  de- 
posited, a^  aforesaid,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  good 
und  eflociual,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

And  iiie  question  being  taken,  it  passed  io  the 
afFrmauve. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ingham,  to  amend 
the  third  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out 
these  words:  "Out  of  the  first  moneys  in  the 
'  Treasury  of  the  United  Siatts  arising  from  the 
'  jales  oT  jmblic  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
'  lory,  alter  the  money  due  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
^  gii,  and  the  e<penses  of  surveying  such  lands, 
;*  tiave  boen  saiibtied  ;"  and,  iu  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert ih^-  following :  '•  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
,ibe  fourth  seciiou  of  this  act." 


And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pickens,  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  eighth 
section,  as  adopted,  the  following  words  : 

'•That  in  case  oi  fe mines  covert  claiming  lands  un- 
der the  act,  or  pretended  act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
aforesaid,  passed  the  7th  day  of  January,  1795,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  husband  and  wife  to  join  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  release,  assignment,  and  transfer,  men- 
tioned in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  that  such 
release,  assignment,  and  transfer,  shall  be  good  and 
effectual  as  as  to  the  interest  of  «:uch  wife  :  Provided, 
That  the  release,  assignment,  and  transfer,  executed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  acknowledged  before  a  judge  or 
justice  of  a  court  of  record,  and  shall  have  the  attesta- 
tion of  such  judge  or  justice,  certifying  that,  on  the 
separate  examination  of  the  wife,  she  acknowledged 
that  she  had  freely  and  voluntarily  executed  the 
same." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oakley,  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  by  striking  out  the  word  '•  August,"  m 
the  first  .and  second  sections,  and  inserting  the 
word  '"January." 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Gru.ndy,  to  amend 
the  third  section,  by  striking  out  the  following 
words,  contained  in  the  3d  and  4th  lines:  "  or  of 
any  of  them,  as  are  hereinbefore  prescribed,"  and 
insert  the  following  words :  "  to  the  amount  of  at 
least  nine-tenths  of  the  whole  lands  claimed  by 
virtue  of  the  sales  made  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  to  the  respective  companies 
hereafter  enumerated." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Oakley,  tu  amend 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Gru.ndy,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "  nine,"  and  inserting  '•  ^ix." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Wright,  to 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Grundy, 
by  striking  out  the  word  '•  nine,"  and  inserting 
"eight." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
said  amendment,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Oakley,  to 
add  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Grundy, 
and  last  adopted,  the  following  words  :  "exclu- 
sive of  such  claims  to  the  said  lands  as  shall  hare 
vested  in  the  United  States  by  the  operation  of 
law." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Alston,  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting,  alter  the  word  "  who,"  in 
the  twenty-eighth  line  of  the  third  section,  the  fol- 
lowing words:  '•  by  themselves,  their  agents,  or 
partners." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Grundy,  to  add  a 
proviso  to  the  end  of  the  third  section,  m  the  fol- 
lowing words: 
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"  And,  provided  alao.  That  no  certificate  of  stock 
shall  issue  until  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  claims  de- 
rived under  the  sales  made  by  the  State  of  Georgia, 
exclusive  of  such  cliiims  to  the  said  lands  as  shall  have 
vested  in  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law,  Fhall 
have  been  surrendered  and  duly  released,  as  required 
by  this  act," 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Yancey,  to  amend 
the  bill,  bv  striking  out  from  the  word  ''claims," 
in  the  3J  line  of  the  8th  section  of  the  bill  as  sent 
from  the  Senate,  to  the  end  of  that  section,  and 
inserting  the  following  words:  "within  the  time 
'  and  upon  the  conditions  mentioned  in  this  act, 
'  they  shall  be  forever  thereafter  precluded  oi  the 
'  benefit  of  the  said  compromise." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Gabton  said  he  was  conscious  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  were  impatient  foi  a  decision 
upon  the  bill,  and  would  receive  with  reluctance 
any  proposition  to  amend   it.     But  he  feJt  it  a 
duty  emphatically  to  declare  his  disapprobation 
of  a  principle  contained  in  one  of  the  sections  of 
the  bill,  and  he  knew  of  no  mode  by  which  this 
intention  could  be  so  effectually  executed  as  by 
moving   to   strike   out   that  section.     Whatever  I 
might  be  the  result  of  this  motion,  earnestly  as  I 
he  wished  it  to  succeed,  he  should  vote  in  favor  j 
of  the  bill.     He  should  give  this  vote  because  of  ' 
his  conviction  that  the  public  peace  and  the  pros-  ' 
perity  of  an  extensive  territory  demanded  that  a 
dangerous  cootruversy  should  be  quieted,  and  the  ' 
examination  of  the  committee  rendered  it  almost  i 
certain  that  the  bill  would  produce  this  salutary  i 
consequence.     The   bill   holds  forth   an   offer  of  i 
compromise  to  the   claimants   under  the  act  of 
Georgia,  which  we   have   reason  to  believe  will 
be  generally  if  not  universally  accepted.     The 
compromise  would  probably  be  more  advantage-  ' 
ous  to  them  than  the  assertion  of  a  doubtful  and  I 
deservedly    odious   claim.     It   assuredly,    in    his  i 
judgment,  was  less  injurious  to  the   nation  than  i 
the  possibility  that  this  claim  might  be  hereafter  | 
asserted  with  effect.  i 

That  a  reasonable  time  should  be  allowed  to  ' 
the  claimants  to  determine  on  the  acceptance  or  ' 
rejection  of  this  proposition,  and  that  all  that  de- 
clined  acceptance  within  the  prescribed  period,  | 
should  b«j  excluded  from  the   benefit  of  it,  was  j 
perfectly    correcL      He    approved    also   of    the 
amendment  which  had  been  incorporated  into  the 
bill,  forbidding  all  compromise  unless  nine-tenths 
of  tbe  claimants  should  embrace  it.    But  the 
eighth   section  (said   Mr.  G.)  undertakes  to  do 
what  I  cannot  sanction.     In  substance,  it  declares 
that  those  who  will  not  accede  to  the  compro- 
mise shall  forfeit  their  claims  to  the  land  derived 
under  the  act  of  Georgia.     I  will  not  say  that  you 
have  not  the  power  to  legislate  to  this  effect ;  but 
I  do  say,  if  you  have  the  power,  the  exercise  of 
it  is  arbitrary  and  despotic.     You  are  not,  indeed.  | 
fettered  as  the  Legislature  of  Greorgia  by  consti- 
tutional  prohibitions  to  impair  the  obligation  of 
contracts,  but  you  are  bound  by  the  fundamental 
ISthCoN.  2dSE3S.— 61 


maxims  of  justice  not  to  annihilate  vested  rights 
without  the  consent  of  those  to  whom  they  apper- 
tain. The  principle  involved  in  this  section  is 
as  tyrannical  as  that  which  characterized  the 
repealing  and  (as  the  Supreme  Court  has  pro- 
nounced )  the  void  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Geor- 
gia. You  in  fact  say  to  the  claimants,  ••  if  you 
will  not  accept  of  what  we  choose  to  give,  what 
you  have  shall  be  taken  away."  The  principle 
is  monstrous — I  protest  against  it.  and  to  record 
that  protest  move  you  that  the  eighth  section  be 
stricken  out. 

And   the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Hall,  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the  words  "  use  of," 
in  the  10th  line  of  the  sixth  section,  to  the  end  of 
that  section,  and  to  in>ert  the  following  words : 
"  Such  person  or  persons  as  were,  at  that  time,  or 
'  noware.seized  in  feeof  the  title,  and  shall  be.  and 
'  hereby  are,  declared  to  be  holden  and  liable  to 
'  refund  and  pay  the  amount  to  such  person  or 
'  persons,  or  their  legal  repre.seniatives.  And  the 
'  Commissioners  herein  named,  for  the  use  of  the 
'  United  Slates,  shall  deduct  the  amount  of  the 
'  money  so  withdrawn,  from  the  sums  which  may 
'  be  allowed  in  the  compromise  herein  contem- 
'  plated  with  persons  claiming  under,  and  deriv- 
'  ing  title  from,  any  original  grantee  or  grantees, 
'  their  associates,  or  agents,  iu  proportion  to  the 
'  respective  .sums  which  have  been  drawn  by  or 
'  in  the  name  of  such  company  or  companies,  or 
'  by  any  person  under  them,  in  terras  of  the afore- 
'  said  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia." 

And  the  question  beingtaken.it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Finally,  the  question  was  stated  on  engrossing 
the  amendmenis,  and.  together  with  the  bill,  be- 
ing passed  to  a  third  reading;  when 

.Mr.  Pickens,  ol  South  Carolina,  asked  leave 
substantially  to  state  the  reasons  which  would 
govern  him  in  voting  against  the  bill.  He  then 
took  a  brief  view  of  the  subject,  and  declared  his 
belief  in  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  a  com- 
proraise;  but  the  bill  was  defective,  he  said,  in 
certain  paruculars,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ren- 
dered its  passage  improper,  and  which  could  not 
be  remedied  at  this  late  hour,  even  though  he 
were  able   to  frame  the  necessary  amendments. 

The  question,  as  stated  above,  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  engrossing 
85,  against  it  65., 


Saturday,  March  26. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
the  petition  of  sundry  ioliabitants  of  the  town  of 
Portsmouth.  New  Hampshire,  sufferers  by  the 
late  destruciive  fire  in  that  town,  praying  to  be 
allowed  to  transport  lime  by  water  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  to  enable  them  to  rebuild  their 


^1 

'I 

1 


}il 


'«H- 


I 


'II 
t 


<  i  > 


r 


i 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1924 


Yazoo  Claims. 


March,  1814. 


X  houses  I  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 

S  commii.tee.  witlt   iastructiODs  to  bring  in   a   bill  I 

/Jjconforrfiabie  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition — Messrs.  I 

•  i^WEBS'rEH,    Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Forsyth,  | 

*  Wood, .and  Kennedy,  were  appointed  the  com- 
j  •mittee.: 

j|^-(     Mr.  floBERTsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 

♦  Public  Jjands,  made  a  report  on  the  resolution  of 

•  jsundry  inhabitants  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  refer- 
•"jred  on  the  2l3t  of  December  last;  which  was 
^■.read,  aftd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

• ;     A  meji>sge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Ijthat  thf  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  declaring 
Vjthe  assfnt  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General 
'^ Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 
f!tioned.>  with   amendments,  in  which   they  ask 
*«,the  cot^currence  of  this  House. 
J  ■     The  >mendatents  were  read,  and,  together  with 
J'the  biir,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie  table. 
i       The  bill  from  the  Senate  '"to  authorize  two 
Tilotteries  in  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia." 
^jwas   read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
l^for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
*t      The  Speaker  laid   before   the  House  a  letter 
y-addres.sed  to  him.  enclosing  the  certificate  of  the 
l^electioij  of  Joseph  H.  Hawkins,  to  serve  lu  this 
f;  House,"  as  one  of  the   members  of  the  State  of 
f    Kentucky,  in  the  place  of  Henry  Clay,  resigned. 
f    Referred  to  the  Committee  ot  Elections. 
1        The.  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
ii  from  the    Senate,    askmg   a  further  conference 
^«  upon  (he  subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  voit-s 
f.'  01  theitwo  Houses  on  the  16th  amendment  made 
by  this  House  to  the  bill  "for  the  better  organ- 
izing, .paying,  and  supplying,  the  Array  of  the 
Uniter  States."     When, 

Mr.  Trol'P.  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
*.  the  part  of  thi-;  House,  to  attend  the  conference 
I -on  the  said  disagreeing  votes,  made  a  report; 
Jl  whicli  was  read:  Whereupon, 
}•  Besiylved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  re- 
J.  quest  of  the  Senate  lor  a  furtherconference  upon 
i;  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  16th  amendment. 
,  ■  and  that  Messrs.  Troup,  TALLMADGE,and  Desha, 
I  be  mauagers  at  the  fame,  on  the  part  of  this 
J :  Housed 

"  f  J  A  jtMnt  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  appoint- 
>;iDg  a  joint  committee  to  establish  permanent 
•| '  rules  and  regulations  for  the  printing  of  the  two 
.7,Housei;t  was  taken  up,  and,  being  amended,  on 
;!••  motio*  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  by  adding 
j:  the  wijrds  "supply  of  stationery."  to  the  resolu- 
tion ;  jt  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ordered 
on  thJpart  of  this  House. 

A  rnessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
;i'  that  tlje  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  for  the  relief 
%»  of  David   Porter,  and  his  officers  and    crews;" 
also,  tt  bill    "authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States   to  exchange  a  certain   parcel  of 
land  ifi  the  city  of  New  York,  for  other  lands  in 
"i    the  same  city,  or  its  vicinity,"  in  which  bills  they 

fask  thv  concurrence  of  this  House. 
Mr.'TROLP,  from  the  conferees  on  the  part  of 
■^     the     House,    appointed,    this    day.    to   attend    a 
V     furihei    conference    with    the   conferees  on    the 

*  part  o(  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 


H 


.  * 


two  Houses  on  the  bill  "  for  the  belter  organizing, 
paying,  and  supplying  the  Army  ol  the  United 
States;"  made  a  report  ;  which  was  read,  and 
adopted  by  the  House, 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  •'  for  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  the  question  was  stated:  "Shall 
the  bill  pass?"  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  words,  by  way  of 
rider  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  TTiat  all  persons 
claiming  lands  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended 
act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  January  the  7th, 
179.*),  shall  produce  all  the  evidences  of  their  claims  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  depocite 
the  Hame  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  examination  of  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  being  transcribed  in  a  book  to  he  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose. And  all  persons  claiming  as  aforesaid,  who  shall - 
fail  to  produce  and  deposite  the  evidences  of  their 
claims,  as  herein  required,  shall  forfeit  all  «uch  claims 
to  the  United  States  ;  and  no  claim,  or  evidence  of 
ilaim,  not  t>o  produced  and  deposited  on  or  before  the 
day  mentioned  in  this  section,  shall  ever  be  admitted 
m  evidence  in  any  court  whatever,  against  any  title 
dHlved  from  the  United  States : 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Pickens,  Oakley.  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Wright.  Macon,  Gaston,  Stanford, 
Ci'THBERT.  and  Forsyth,  took  part;  during 
which  Mr.  Stanford  made  a  motion  to  commit 
the  bill  and  rider  to  a  select  committee,  which 
motion  was  lo>i. 

Ttie  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
rider  to  be  engrossed,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— ayes  60.  noes  71. 

Mr.  Pickens  then,  with  a  view  to  render  the 
bill  less  exceptionable  to  himself  and  others, 
moved  to  recommit  it  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  which  motion  was  lost  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

The  bill  being  put  on  its  passage — 

•Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  in  an  animated  speech 
of  more  than  half  an  hour,  opposed  its  pa.ssage. 
He  took  a  rapid  but  comprehensive  view  of  the 
subject,  and  opposed  the  bill  on  grounds  both  of 
inexpediency  and  injustice. 

Mr.  Barnett.  ot  Georgia,  followed  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question.  Having  been  an  eye- 
wiine.ss  of  the  original  fraud,  and  having  a  per- 
sonal knowlelge  of  ail  Us  enormity  he  spoke  in 
a  feeling  manner  of  that  transaction  and  of  its 
consequences,  &,c. 

Mr.  Richardson,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  a 
short  lime  in  support  of  the  bill  and  in  reply  to 
gentlemen  who  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  replied  to  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, and  entered  again  into  an  investigation 
of  the  bill,  which  he  opposed  with  his  usual  force, 
not  from  the  just  abhorrence  he  felt  at  the  orig- 
inal  corruption  of  the   purchase,   because   that 
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question  wts  laid  at  rest,  but  from  a  couviction 

of  the  inexpediency,  impolicy,  and  inadequacy  of 
the  bill  to  the  objects  contemplated. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  followed  in  an 
energetic  and  able  defence  of  the  bill  ;  in  the 
course  of  which  he  replied  to  the  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  him,  took  a  succinct  and  lucid  view  of 
the  subject,  and  enforced  and  illustrated  the 
various  reasons  that  infiuenced  him  in  his  sup- 
port of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  .Maryland,  stated  concisely  the 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against 
the  bill  ;  and  declared  that  his  opposition  arose 
not  so  much  from  his  hostility  to  a  compromise 
as  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  bill,  which 
he  deemed  insufficient  to  effect  its  object,  &.c. 

With  a  view  of  adducing  certain  facts  which 
had  come  into  his  possession,  and  which  might 
possibly  shed  some  light  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
Gholson.  of  Virginia,  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  supported  this 
motion,  and  took  occasion  to  deliver  his  senti- 
ments in  part  on  the  bill,  which  he  opposed. 

Mr.  Low.vdes,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks  in  reply  lo  an  observation  of  Mr.  Al- 
ston ;  when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  commit  the  bill,  and  lost  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
84,  nays  76,  as  follows: 

Nats — Messrs.  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigclow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradl«y,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ely,  F^ndlry,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
Vork,  Gaston,  Geddcs,  Ciourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hanson, 
Hasbrouck,  Howell,  Hufty,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Mar- 
kell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  .Moseley,  Oakley,  Par- 
ker, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  Wm.  Reed,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Robert- 
son, Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Shiuherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  Vork,  Sturges,  Tag- 
garl,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thompson,  V'ose,  Ward  of 
MassachuBctta,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  Winter, 
Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

YiAB — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .\nder8on.  Ar- 
cher, Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Culhbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
fin, Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  .Macon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  .Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rca  of 
Pennsylvania.  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Whitehill, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  28. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  embargo,  for  the  transportation  of  lime, 
by  water,  from  Thomastown  and  Camden,  in  the 
District  of  Maine,  to  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Da- 
vid Porter,  and  his  officers,  '"and  his  crews,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  exchanffe  a  cer- 
tain parcel  of  land  in  the  city  of  New  York  for 
other  lands  in  the  same  city,  or  its  vicinity."  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  lo  be  read  the  third  time 
to-day.  The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  they  have  passed  the  bill  "for  the  re- 
lief of  Edwin  T.  Satterwhite,  late  purser  of  the 
United  States'  brig  Hornet,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  amendments  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
ihe  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard  ;"  also,  a  bill  author- 
izing the  purchase  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  first  mentioned  bill  was 
read  twice^and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims.  The  last 
mentioned  bill  was  read  twice. and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

MILITIA  LAWS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  militia  laws, 
which  was  read  through,  and  its  various  provis- 
ions were  explained  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  an  amendment  was 
adopted  by  the  Committee — fifty-four  votes  to 
forty — going  to  exempt  from  militia  duty  the 
Clerks  to  Congress  and  lo  the  several  depart- 
ments about  the  seat  of  Government. 

Considerable  discussion  then  took  place  on  an 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  authorize  the  Government  to  defray  the 
expenses  preparatory  to  and  during  the  assem- 
blage of  militia  called  out  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment— not  now  provided  for  by  law — in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  for  defraying  those 
accruing  after  their  assemblage  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous.  The  amendment  was  warmly  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Eppes, 
and  Mr.  Nelson,  on  the  ground  that  the  expenses 
incident  to  calling  out  and  marching  the  militia 
on  the  requisition  of  the  proper  authority  to  its 
place  of  rendezvous,  constituted  as  just  a  claim 
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^ngainst  the  United  States  as  those  incurred  after- 

i^  ward$.     It  was  jaid  that  a  construction  bad  been 

i'jjiven  ai:  the  War  Department  adverse  to  such 

.*;  claims ;  that  a  provision  for  their  allowance  had 

^  t>een  recommended  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 

I  led   Stares,  and   every   principle  of  jualice   and 

yi  policy  sanctioned  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

iThe   chairman    of  the   Militia   Committee  and 

'i,)thers  argued  that  it  was  impolitic  to  adopt  the 

;^amendqi»'nt ;  that  it  would  subject  the  Govern- 

:^pent  to  the  payment  of  improper  expenditures 

"XoC  morrev,  and   that   its   retrospective   operation 

'5was  inacimissible.     The  objections  urged  against 

,l(liat  provision  in  the  section  which  required  a 

'ij  payment  of  the  expenses  of  calling  out  the  militia 

f induced  its    friends    to    consent    to    expunge    it, 

itad  witl^  that  modification,  the  amendment  was 

IJadopted    by   a  Tote  of  fifty-four   to   forty-three. 

£The   sccfion,  as  agreed  to,   is  in   the   following 

^t^ords: 

*;  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  expenseg  in- 

Ncuncd  or  to  be  incurred  by  marching  the  militia  of  any 

Estate  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  their  places 

irf  rendfZfous,   in   pursuance   of  a   requisition   of  the 

^President of  the  United   States,  or  which   shall  have 

iscbeen  or  nUy  be  incurred  in  cases  of  calls  made  by  the 

'^authority  of  any  State  or  Territory,  which  shall  have 

j  ^heen  or  may  be  approved  by  him,  shall  be  adjusted  and 

.j^paid   in   bke   manner  as  the  ez{>enses  incurred  after 

!<*uch  reni|ezvou8  on  the  requisition  of  the  President  of 

i**. the    Unitfd    States:     Provided,  That   nothing   herein 

I  (iontaineii  shall  be  considered  as  authorizing  any  spe- 
\  <  4ie8  of  expenditure  previous  to  arriving  at  the  place  of 
} ;  i^ndezvoiis,  which  is  not  provided  by  existing  laws  to 
'^ ;  )>e  paid  fcjr  after  such  rendezvous. 

;\  f  Severijl  other  amendments  were  made  to  the 
J. '$111,  which  were  reported  to  the  House  on  the 
t>|ising  of.the  Committee. 

ki  l  When,  the'^rst  of  these  amendments  came  be- 
v^'iore  the  House,  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bar- 
r^jiETT  and  Hall,  of  Georgia,  on  the  ground  that 
•;,<<he  persons  proposed  to  be  exempted  were  the 
'.^'  (>est  pail],  best  fed,  and.  perhaps,  the  ablest  men 
^J|n  the  l')istrict,  and,  considering  these  circum- 
.!j  stances,  ought  to  be  the  last  exempted.  Mr.  Tay- 
1^  VOR;  on  the  other  hand,  supported  the  amend- 
i«laent,  05  the  ground  of  the  convenience,  if  not 
.'{^bsolute  necessity,  of  such  a  regulation  to  the 
}1  Correct  nianagement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Govern- 
^I^ent,  which  must  be  deranged  by  the  absence  of 
j^e  clerks  from  the  public  offices. 
^f  Mr.  T',AYL0R  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
J  ,mendmi'nt,  going  to  limit  the  exemption  to  the 
wrdinary  routine  of  militia  duty  only. 

Messr:..  BcALL,  of  Ohio,  and  Eppes.  of  Virginia. 
|4Qd  oih<»rs,  opposed  exemption  in  any  degree,  as 
[teell  on  ihe  principle  of  equal  rights  and  equal 
viuties,  ip  because  such  exemption  as  was  now 
4( proposed;  would  have  a  tendency  to  break  up  the 
■V«xcelleut;  volunteer  companies  now  existing  in 
•■t  fhis  city,  dec. 
•i     A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Vir- 

I I  ginia,  lo  strike  out  the  whole  section  as  agreed  to 
,i*.a  Cominittee.  and  the  motion  prevailed  by  a 
'•'large  nia;)ority.  So  the  House  determined  to  in- 
|v  ♦eil  in  t^e  bill  no  provision  on  the  subject. 
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The  amendment  agreed  to  in  Committee  on 

the  motion  of  Mr.   Jackso.n,  of  Virginia,  next 
came  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  adding  to  it  a  provision  that  the 
expense  proposed  to  be  authorized  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  Government,  should  be  limited  to  that  of 
transportation  of  baggage  of  the  militia.  To  this 
Mr.  Jackson  objected,  as  going  to  render  com- 
pletely nugatory  the  main  amendment ;  and  much 
discussion  took  place  on  it. 

On  Mr.  Rich  withdrawing  the  amendment, 
Mr.  Jackson  consented  to  some  verbal  alterations 
in  the  amendment,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  his 
amendment  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  and  nays — For  the  amendment  77,  against 
It  36. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


TcESDAY,  March  29. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Joseph  H.  Hawkins, 
from  Kentucky,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat,  in  the  place  of  Henry  Clay,  resigned. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
'•  to  authorize  two  lotteries  in  Georgetown.  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  without  amendment.  The 
bill  wa>  then  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  the  Governors  of  the  New  York  Hoi- 
pital ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as 
follows  : 

Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be.  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  at  their  next  session,  the  annual 
amount  of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen  ;  and,  also,  whether  the  same  ought 
to  be  increased,  and  the  mode  best  calculated,  if 
there  exist  a  necessity  for  increasing  the  same,  of 
effeciuating  the  increase  of  that  fund. 

•Mr,  Newton  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Archibald  McCall;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  agents  for  paying  military  pensions; 
which  was  read  twice.and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  bill  continuing  the  pay  of  the  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  having  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was,  without  objection,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  it  was  resolved,  by  a 
large  majority,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  an  earlier  meeting 
of  Congress  than  the  stated  period,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  lo  revive  and 
continue  in  force  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Stales  of  Mary- 
land and  Georgia;"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

PETITION  OF  THOMAS  OWEN. 
Mr.  Moore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  I 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Owen,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  there- 
in contained   was  concurred    in    by  the  House. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  states,  that  he  is  a  manufacturer 
and  mechanic  by  profession,  and  a  native  of  Ireland  ; 
that   he  emigrated  from   that  country,  and   arrived  in 
the  Sute  of  .Maryland,  in  the  year  1804,  with  a  view 
of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  that  he 
has  ever  since   resided  in   that  State,  and  married  a 
woman,  a  native  thereof,  by   whom   he   has   several 
children  ;  that,  since  his  arrival  in  this  country,  he  has 
devoted   much  of  his  time   to  the  erection  of  several 
valuable  manufactories  (in  which  he  is  concerned  in 
interest)  in  Baltimore  county,  in  the  State  aforesaid; 
that  he  has  made  discoveries  in  manufacturing  hemp 
and   flax,  which  promise   to  be   advantageous  to  the 
nation  ;  that,  in  consequence  of  incorrect  information 
relative  to  the  naturalization  laws,  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  they  required  a  residence  of  eight  years 
in  the  United  States  previous  to  a  foreigner  being  per- 
mitted to  take  any  steps  towards   being   naturalized ; 
that,  confiding   in    the   information   thus   received,  he 
never  made  a  declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a 
citizen  of  the  United   Sutcd,  as  required   by  law,  and 
in  consequence  thereof,  although  he  had  resided  in  the 
State  of  Maryland  nearly  eight  years  previous  to  the 
late  declaration  of  war  against  Great   Britain,  he  is 
precluded  from  the  benefit  of  the   act  of  Congress  of 
the  30th  July,  1813.    Under  this  statement  of  his  case, 
(which  the  committee  believe  to  be  correct,)  the  peti- 
tioner wishes    a  law   to  be  passed  to  naturalize  him. 
By  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  6th  July,  1798.  the  petitioner  "  is  liable  to  be  ap- 
prehended,  restrained,  secured,   and   removed,  as  an 
alien  enemy;"  and  although  Mr.  Owen  appears  to  be 
a  man  of  fair  and  unsu8{)€cted  character,  yet  the  com- 
mittee think  it  would  be  impohtic  and  inexpedient  lo 
exempt  him  from  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  6th 
July,   1798,    by  passing  a   law  for   bis   naturalization. 
The  committee  also  think  there  should  be  very  strong 
circumstances  to  induce  the  Legislature,  in  any  case, 
to  pass  a  8i)ecial  act  of  naturalization,  when  there  are 
general    laws  on   the    subject.     They,    therefore,   are 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  so 
far  as  it  asks  for  a  special  act  of  naturalization,  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  petitioner,  however,  wishes,  in  case  Congress 
should  think  it  inexpedient  lo  pass  an  act  for  his  natu- 
ralization, that  a  law  may  be  enacted  to  authorize  a 
patent  to  issue  lo  him  for  the  discoveries  he  has  made 
in  the  manufacture  of  hemp  and  flax.  On  this  point 
the  committee  should  not  hesiutc  to  report  favorably, 
if  they  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  provision 
for  the  case  by  existing  laws.  The  act  of  Congress  of 
the  'Jlst  February,  1793,  entitled  "An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  here- 
tofore made  for  that  purpose,"  conflnes,  it  is  true,  the 
beneflu  of  patenU  to  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  by  this  Uw  the  c»»e  of  Mr.  Owen  is  not  provided 


for.  But  by  the  act  of  the  17th  April,  1800,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  obtaining  patents 
for  useful  discoveries  and  inventions  to  certain  persons 
therein  mentioned,  and  lo  enlarge  and  define  the  pen- 
alties for  violating  the  righu  of  patentees,"  it  is  enact- 
ed, "  that  all  and  singular  the  rights  and  privileges 
given,  intended,  or  provided  to  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  respecting  patents  for  new  inventions,  discov- 
eries, and  improvements,  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,"  &,c.,  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are,  extended  and  given  lo  all  aliens  who, 
at  the  time  of  petitioning,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  said  act,  shall  have  resided  for  two  years  within 
the  United  Stales,  which  privileges  shall  be  obtained 
and  enjoyed  by  such  persons  in  as  full  and  ample 
manner,  and  under  the  same  conditions,  limitations, 
and  restrictions,  as  by  the  said  act  are  provided  and 
directed  in  the  case  of  citizens  of  the  United  States." 
Under  the  last  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  the  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Owen  is  pro- 
vided for,  and  that  he  can  obtain  a  patent.  They  think 
it  altogether  unnecessary  lo  pass  a  special  law  for  this 
case.  They,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw bis  petition. 

MILITIA  LAWS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing 
for  calling  forth  the  militia,  (tc,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  Connecticut,  opposed  the 
bill  at  considerable  length,  principally  on  account 
of  the  provisions  respecting  the  construction  and 
I  powers  proposed  to  be  given  to  courts  martial,  to 
,  proceed  against  accused  persons  in  their  absence, 
certain  notice  having  been  given  them;  to  punish 
persons  for  contempt  of  the  court  by  word  and 
i  gesture;  and  to  compel  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses.    These  provisions.  Mr.  T.  considered  as 
not  according  with  the  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  possibly  as  hazarding  the  existence  of 
civil  liberty. 
I      Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  defended  the  bill, 
,  which  he,  as  chairman  of  the  militia  committee, 
bad  introduced  against  Mr,  Tallmadge's  objec- 
I  lions.     His  object  was  to  prevent  the  requisitions 
:  of  militia  by  the  President  from  being  disregarded 
by  the  Governors  of  States,  or  rendered  inefficient 
i  by  the  contumacy  of  subordinate  officers  or  pri- 
!  vates.     For  this  purpose  the  provisions  embraced 
;  in   the  bill   were  necessary,  and   were  no  more 
;  than  had  been  adopted  during  the  Administra- 
tion of  General  Washington.     Different   opin- 
I  ions  had  been  entertained  as  to  the  jurisdictioa 
j  of  courts  martial,  which  ought  to  be  conclusively 
j  settled— and  such  was  the  object  of  this  bill.     As 
to  the  objection  to  the  powers   proposed  to  be 
,  conferred  on  militia  courts  martial,  their  abuse 
need  not  be  feared,  as  the  courts  would  always 
be  composed  of  militia  officers. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  expressed  himself 

decidedly  in  favor  of  such  provisions  of  this  bill 

as  went  to  fortify  the  power  of  the  Government 

\  over  the  militia,  but  opposed  to  the  authorizatioa 

1  of  compulsory   process   on   witnesses  to   attend 

I  courts  martial,  whose  powers  ought  to  be  coq- 
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led  to  t'le  limits  of  the  camp.     To  ameod  the 
ylfill  in  this  respect,  Mr.  W.  moved  to  recommit  it 


2*<j)  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

.J  f  Mr.  Pi'TKi."*,  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Webster, 

't:$*New  l?ampshire.  also  opposed  the  bill  on  ac- 

ijciount  of  jhe  extraordinary  powers  with  which  it 

iirtroposed;to  clothe  courts  martial;  and  Mr.  Tay-  i  in  by  the  House,  as  follow.s: 

<*U0R  replied,  t      Hetolred,   That  they   be  discharged  from  the 

"•'»  On  tbeivote,  there  were  for  recommitment  50,    "      ' 


Mr.  Neuton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on  the 
resolution  instructing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  expediency  of  eatablisbinc;  a  hospital  in  the 
Choctaw  nation  of  Indians;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred 


■"'t^ainst  3t»66. 
'  *  Mr.  T^fLLMADGE  again  objectedjo  the  provis- 


further   consideration    of  the   above   mentioned 

resolution. 

...  Mr.  Ingham  reported  a  bill  from  the   Senate 

^i^n  whicG  went  to  authorize  the  President  (im-    "for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard."  without  atuend- 

■^  JediateJy^)  to  cause  courts  martial  lo  be  insiitu-  \  ment ;  which  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 

-.Sijd  for  ihv  trial  of  persons.  A-c.  j  the  VVhole. 

.>;Mr.  Chigha.m,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that        The  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  to  revive  and  con- 
Ji|e  bill  D>  indefinitely  postponed. 
I  \  Mr.  GitdTON,  of  North  Carolina,  avowing  him- 
ftjlf  to  b«  unprepared  to  vote  decisively  on  the 
movetl  that  it  lie  on  the  table. — This  motion 
J^as  negatived,  yeas  52. 
The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
lljen  deciUed  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays — 
'  )r  lode^nite  postponement  4G,  against  it  89. 

Mr.  G43TON  then  stated  sundry  objections  to 
[he  bill,  fifincipally  in  matters  of  detail ;  to  which 
[r.  TayJ.or  replied. 

The  question   on  the   passage  of  the  bill  was 
.f  ^en  decided  in  tho  affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  53, 

fjs  followik : 
^  i  YEAS-r->le&sr8.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 

|-^,  Avery, -Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Bur- 

»>el\,   But:;er,   Caldwell,    Calhoun,    Chappell,    Clark,  j  reading. 

ijomstocic'    Condict,    Conard,   Crawford,    Creighton,  '  '''  ^,„  .    vv^nini  vfi 

ijrouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  I  ^'^'^  '  tlxClMJ.bS. 

[|e«ha,  Duvall,  Eppcs,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  For-  I  Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  offered  the  follow- 
>y,  Franklin,  Ghoison,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  GrilRn,  '  ing  resolution,  after  an  explanatory  remark  on 
^irundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hungcrford,  '  the  propriety  of  connecting  the  corps  of  fencibles 
if  jgersoll.  *lngham,  Jackson  of    Virginia,   Johnson  of  |  with  the  Holillas: 

■^ntucky  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  \  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  .\aval  Alfaira  be 
Vf  >orth  l.arohna.  Lowndes,  Lylc,  McKim.  McLean,  j  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  the 
J  ^fontgon.c.y,  Murfree,  ^elson,  .\cwton.  Parker,  Pick-  !  gea  fencibles  under  the  command  of  the  commander 
,«h8,  PIcA^nU  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten-  j  of  the  flotillas  with  whom  they  are  intended  to  co-op- 
^rifssee,  Kuh,  Ridgely,  Rmggold,  Roane,  Robertson,  erate  ;  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
ijyffe,  Sevi«T,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 


tinue  in  force  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Georgia,"  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  appointing 
of  agents  for  paying  military  pensions,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  "concerning  the  pay  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marine.^,  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,"  was  also  read  a  third  lime  and 
passed. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  New  Orlean.s  Navigation  Company 
and  their  successors  a  lot  of  ground,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and.  after 
explanation  of  its  object  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of 
Louisiana,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 


Mr.  Wilson,  of  Mas-achusetts,  questioned  the 
'>filll,  Taylrr.  Telfair, "Udree,  Whitehill.  Wilson  of  i  Prop-»»;ty  oi  passing  any  law  directing  the  appli- 
i  ff-nnsylvayiia,  Wright,  and  Yancey.  cation  of  a  particular  description  of  force,  which, 

»    t Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  '■  ""<^^  raised,  is  exclusively  under  the  control  of 
r^Jyd,  Bra.Ibury,  Breckcnndge,  Brigham,  Champion,  I  ^^^  Executive,  &c. 

'i-iilley,  Co^per,"Co^,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Gas- 1  Mr.  Wright  replied  that  he  believed  it  to  have 
J iijn,  (Jeddi's  Grosvenor,  Hale,  ilowell,  Hufty,  Jackson  I  been  the  intention  of  Congress  in  authorizing 
?u|  Rhode  ksland,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .Masaa-  corps  of  sea  fencibles  to  be  raised,  to  connect  them 
J  ciusetts,  I^w,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  MofEtt,  ,  with  the  flotilla  service,  and  of  course  to  place 
f-Moore,  Uukley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Piikin,  Post,  them  under  the  control  of  the  Naval  Department. 
^a|)tter,  Join  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  j  By  the  construction  which  had  been  given  to  the 
^fc^erwood,' Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  law.  however,  they  have  been  disconnected  from 
V;Wk,  StBt.-es,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  \08e,  Ward,  of    ,hat  service,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 


>  ^{assachygctts,   Webster,   Wheaton,   White,    Wilcox, 
•  ^r,d  WiUoh  of  Massachusetts 


A 


A  Wednesday,  March  30. 

|f  The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
/jlaxion,  che  Doorkeeper  to  the  House,  praying  to 
'f%  allowetl  an  additional  assistant  for  the  purpose 
M  attending  to  the  post  office  business  of  the 
^ouse.— deferred  to  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Pickens, 
'  jjd  Mr.  S'Jherwood. 


Secretary  of  War. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Troop,  of  Georgia,  (the 
Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee)  the  motion 
was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South 
Carolina,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LNJURIES  BY  WAR. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  make  compensation  to  individuals  for  pri- 
vate property  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  10  the  service  of  the  United  Stales. 
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Proceeding*. 


H.  OP  R. 


The  discussion  of  this  bill  occupied  the  remain- 
der of  this  day's  sitting,  and  turned  principally  on 
amendments  to  the  bill.  There  were,  however, 
some  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely,  and  ^ 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion  more  than  once,  as  ! 
also  did  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts.     The  prin-  : 
cipal  objection  was,  the  difficulty  of  properly  re-  j 
strictiog  a  bill,  under  whose  provisions  jaaany  im-  | 
proper  and  unjust  claims  would  unquestionably 
be  admitted.     Mr.  King,  however,  added  another  , 
objection,  viz :  that  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  1 
might  be  considered  as  sanctioning  all  the  im- j 
pressments  of  private  property  at  the  will  or  ca-  \ 
price  of  every  subordinate  and  non-commissioned 
officer.  The  indefinite  postponement  was  opposed 
in  a  warm  and  decided  manner  by  .Messrs.  Archer. 
of  Maryland,  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  John- 
:iON,  of  Kentucky.  Grosvenor.  of  New  York. 
Telfair,  uf  Georgia,  and  Dl'vall,  of  Kentucky, 
on  the  ground  of  principle  and  expediency. 

Mr.  F18K  afterwards  withdrew  his  motion  for 
indefinite  postponement,  and  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole— negatived. 

Mr.  F.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  (which  proposed  to  allow  compensa- 
tion to  the  owners  of  houses  occupied  as  public 
storehouses  for  any  damage  they  might  sustain 
while  .so  occupied  ;)  but  withdrew  the  motion  to 
allow  .Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  third  section,  restricting  the 
compensation  for  damages  to  cases  in  which  the 
houses  should  have  been  so  occupied  without  the 
consent  of  their  owners.  This  motion  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Archer  and  Grosvenor,  and 
supported  by  Messrs.  Yancey,  and  Ingha.m,  of 
Pennsylvania,  bit  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  third  section  so  as  lo  include  houses  occupied 
as  barracks  for  troops,  as  well  as  those  occupied 
as  storehouses.  This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Archer,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Jackson. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  then  renewed  his  mo- 
tion 10  strike  out  the  third  section  ;  which,  after 
debate,  was  negatived — yeas  34. 

Mr.  Jack.son,  of  Virginia,  then  withdrew  the 
motion  he  had  made,  because  he  had  understood 
the  War  Department  had  uniformly  decided  in 
favor  of  the  claims  it  embraced  when  well  authen- 
ticated, and  an  inconsiderate  decision  against  his 
amendment  by  this  House  might  prevent  them 
from  so  doing  in  future. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Macauley  and  Samuel  Ralston," 
with  an  amendment.  They  have  also  passed  the 
bill  "to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  ;"  in  wliich  amend- 
ment and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for 
incorporating  the  Columbian  Manufacturing 
Company  in  the  town  of  Alexandria  in  this  Dis- 
trict ;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Comnhttee 

of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  laying  duties 

on  spints  distilled  within  iheUnited  States,  which 

was  twice  read  and  committed. 

I      The  engrossed  bill  granting  to  the  President 

'  and  Directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Manufacturing 

!  Company  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  was   read  the 

'  third  time  and  passed. 

I      The   bill  making  compensation  to  individuals 
for  private  property  captured  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
I  was  read  the  third  time. 

i  Mr.  Fisk.  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
;  laid  on  the  table,  with  a  view  that  it  might  receive 
\  such  amendments,  as  it  appeared  to  him  were  es- 
'  sentially  necessary. 

I      A  short  debate  ensued  on  this  motion,  which 
I  embraced  nearly  the  same  points  as  were  brought 
'  into  debate  on  the  preceding  days,  and  which  have 
been    already   substantially    reported.      Messrs. 
Desha  and    Millar   opposed    the  motion,   and 
Messrs.  Fisk  of  New  York  and  Fisk  of  Vermont 
supported  it.  and  it  was  finally  carried— yeas  82. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presideiit 
of  the  United  States  recommending  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  exportations.  specie  excepted, 
from  the  United  States,  and  a  repeal  of  so  much 
of  our  laws  as  prohibits  the  importation  of  articles 
not  the  property  of  enemies,  &c.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners. Various  motions  were  made  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  amongst  the  pensioners  the 
names  of  petitioners  not  reported  in  the  bill  by 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  ;  and  also  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  alter  the  mode  of  authenticating 
a  claim  to  a  pension,  which  was  carried.  After 
considerable  discussion  on  these  propositions,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments. The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in.  but  before  the 
-House  got  through  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  and  carried. 


Thursday, March  31. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfa- 
vorable report  on  the  petitions  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Virginia.  Massachusetts,  &c..  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  additional  ports  of  entry  ;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


Friday,  April  1. 
Immediately  after  the  opening  of  this   day's 


sitting — 


MrT  Eppes.  of  Virginia,  rose  to  announce  the 
death  of  the  Honorable  John  Dawson,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Virginia,  who  had  filled  various 
public  stations,  for  many  yearsof  his  life,  in  which 


ii  thl 
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;   H*  bfd  wen  honored  with  the  confidence  of  ihe 

.people.    . 

•;  -  On  mrtion  of  Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina. 
3tjie  Houje  resolved  to  attend  his  funeral  at  three 
ic/clock  tH-day  ;  and  also  to  wear  crape  on  the  left 
^v^m  for  *hirty  days. 

V!  Messr:4  Eppe8.  of  Virginia.  Ghol80n,  Good- 
;^WYN,  JaAkson,  of  Virginia,  Breckenridge.  and 
.^EWis.  v^ere  appointed  a  committee  to  superin- 
^nd  the  j^aneral. 

i-      :  — 

5^  i         Saturday',  April  2. 

^'  The  b.'il  from  the  Senate,  '•  to  fix  the  compen- 
"raiions  oj'  the  Clerks  employed  in  the  offices  of 


with  the  whole  economy  of  the  military  arrange- 
ments and  expenditure;  and  this  being  an  ob- 
ject somewhat  abstracted  from  the  ordmary  round 
of  immediate  duties,  which  devolve  exclusively 
on  the  department,  may  be  very  reasonably  sup- 
posed to  have  received  but  a  minor  share  of  atten- 
tion, and  especially  so  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  present  Secretary  has  been  but  a  short  time 
at  the  head  of  the  department,  that  the  vast  aug- 
mentation of  the  military  department,  the  change 
from  a  state  of  peace  and  a  peace  establishment, 
to  a  slate  of  war  and  war  measures,  arc  necessa- 
rily attended  with  the  daily  occurrence  of  new 
and  difficult  cases,  and  generally  with  an  accu- 
se Secrjtary  of  the   SenaVe."and  cierkTf"the  J  °|"'^"°"  of  business  which  renders  his  deliberate 

JJouse  oC  Representatives,"  was  twice  read  and    !lll?'f?K        ^^^  "b^'^*'^'  '^^r''  °°*  ^"''"'"^  * 
Jimmiticd  to  a  Committee  of  thp  VVhnl«  P*''  °^  '^«  immediate  and  exclusive  duties  of  the 


ff       -- 

Vf  ramitK'd  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
;'vThe  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for 
S^e  relief  of  Daniel  Macauley  and  Samuel  Rals- 
Jfjn,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
^•On   m^uion  of  Mr.  Trocp,  the  Committee  of 
ftje  wholi-  House  were  discharged  from  the  con- 


department,  extremely  difficult  and  impractica- 
ble. The  object  contemplated  in  this  resolution 
is  rather  connected  with  the  economy  of  expen- 
diture generally  in  the  operations  of  the  war,  than 
with  the  exclusive  duties  of  the  War  Department. 
That  department  is  not  necessarily  more  rcspon- 


lideratiou  of  the  bill  to  amend  "An  act  to  author-     'hu  ^f^VK     !u     '  "°'  necessarily  more  respon- 
%ie  a  corns  of  sea   fencibles."  and   the  bill   was  I  fu  u  *°  ^''^  "*'"''  department,  whilst 

^.i)stpone.J  indefinitely.  157^  ''^^'  '°      *  propriety  in  its  reference  to  the 

S:  The  ti41s  authorizina  a  suhsrrint.nn   fM  on  .A,.  ■  ^^'  "«fy  Committee  in   preference  to  any  other. 


v-  The  tijls  authorizing  a  subscription  to  an  edi 
*<ion  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  provid- 
^hg  for  ibe  distribution  of  the  same;  and  for  the 
y#lief  of;  George  Shannon,  respectively  passed 
jt^rough  pommittees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 
pred  to  u  third  reading. 

U'.VTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  WfLsoN,  of  Pennsylvania,  submitted  the 

illowioff  resolutions: 
Resoltt'I,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs 
'  requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  pro- 
«on  by  law  for  opening  or  improving  such  military 
Jrijutes  by  land  and  inland  navigation  as  the  President 
ijf  the  United  StatCH  may  find  necessary  to  the  opera- 
jins  of  tl}S  war  the  present  year. 
<  \  Resoltfil  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
^quire  iMo  the  eicpediency  of  a  provision  by  law  for 
*\»e  progrrt^psive  improvement  of  the  routes  of  commu- 
fcjcation  bj  land  and  inland  navigation  throughout  the 


y  ^.ommittee  in  preierence  to  any  v,...^.. 
as  being  more  conversant  with  the  channels  of 
information  to  be  derived  from  the  military  de- 
partment, and  in  the  daily  practice  of  receiving 
It,  which  must  be  supposed  to  afford  a  facility  in 
their  inquiries  which  another  committee  might 
not  so  conveniently  possess.  But  the  subject  in 
itself  IS  one.  as  I  conceive,  requiring  legislation 
in  its  origin.  This  objection  then,  I  trust,  will 
not  be  entertained,  but  that  this  House  will  con- 
sider the  subject  as  requiring  their  consideration 
and  attention. 

I  shall  therefore  endeavor  very  briefly  to  give 
such  a  view  as  in  my  opinion  strongly  recom- 
mends the  proposed  inquiry  and  the  measure 
contemplated  in  the  resolution.  I  shall  attempt 
to  show  from  facts  and  circumstances  now  of  no- 
toriety, as  well  as  from  well-known  principles, 
that  an  improvement  of  the  military  routes,  es- 
pecially  in   the   United   States,   is    necessary  at 


„ — ..^, -""  ""o'lu  uaii^aiiuii  uirougnouiine  '  >'^'''a"7    '"   i"c    (juuea   oiates,    is    necessary  at 

^,nited  Sutes  and  the  Territories  thereof,  upon  the  '  once  to  the  efficiency  of  the  military  operations 

^'?i."".Pl?\'"'^  f """'  P'*"  ccntained  in  a  report  by  '  and  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government- 
•Albert  CSallatm.  late  Secretarv  of  thA  Tr»oc.,.^   ™«.u     .hof   .K^„„ i..    .  ,    "=  ^""t^rameni, 


i^Ibert  Gallatin,  late  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  made 
|ik  the  y«iir  1808,  m  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
*:}enate,  ^itsaed  in  1807;  to  bo  earned  into  e fleet  as 
'•pon  as  may  be  practicable  and  expedient  after  the  ter- 
^jmation  v{  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are 
|^>w  engftired. 

r\  Mr,  WiLdo.N  spoke  in  support  of  his  resolutions 
♦^  lollow>:  On  the  first  resolution,  I  am  aware  of 
-^  objection  which,  in  the  outset,  may  present 
ifselt.  namely:  that  its  object  being  professedly 
^  a  military  character,  if  important  to  our  mili- 
jt^ry  opeiations,  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  military 
c^partnient  would  have  been  aware  of  it,  and  em- 
•yaced  k  in  its  communications  to  Congress.  On 
<i^  little  reflection,  however,  this  objection  disap- 
;ftcars.  The  magnitude,  variety,  and  multiplicity 
j^itf  subje;M5,  necessarily  engaging  the  Secretary  of 
ijWar,  mujit  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  em- 
•l^tce  f.  once  every  possible  object  connected 


that  those  contemplated  in  the  resolution  are 
practicable  at  a  trifling  expense  and  a  short  space 
ol  time. 

When  we  consider  the  extent  of  our  territory 
compared  with  our  population,  and  that  our 
movements  are  necessarily  by  land  opposed  to  an 
enemy  at  sea,  it  becomes  obvious,  it  becomes  self- 
evident,  that  every  practicable  degree  of  facility 
in  our  movements  is  necessary  in  order  to  pro- 
duce an  effect  duly  correspondent  with  our  phy- 
sical force;  this  all  will  admit.  Our  experience 
in  the  present  war  has  amply  illustrated  this 
principle.  Our  movements  have  been  generally 
but  partially  succes.«=ful,  everywhere  uncertain 
everywhere  tedious,  and  enormously  expensive' 
The  campaign  under  General  Hull,  and  that  un- 
der Generals  Harrison  and  Smyth,  and  the  more 
brilliant  campaign  in  the  South,  sufficiently  de- 
monstrate that  the  difficulty  or  impracticability 
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of  the  military  routes  was  one  of  the  most  effec- 
tual causes  of  the  protracted  continuance,  and 
the  indecisive  effects, and  the  destructive  expense* 
of  each  of  these  campaigns.  To  these  cases  the 
inquiries  of  the  committee  would  doubtless  be  di- 
rected for  any  details  of  facts  which  they  may 
deem  requisite  to  establish  this  position,  but  I  can 
hardly  suppose  much  inquiry  in  detail  necessary 
to  the  end.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  every 
gentleman  is  sufficiently  convinced  of  the  truth  ; 
if  so.  it  would  be  necessary  only  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  evil  can  be  remedied  by  such  improve- 
ment on  the  military  routes  as  may  be  conve- 
niently effected  in  a  short  space  of  time. 

After  a  brief  general  view.  I  propose  to  give 
one  instance  to  serve  as  an  epitome  of  what  in 
my  opinion  may  be  done. 

The  main  connecting  military  routes  are  few 
and  well  known.  They  may  b#considered  seven ; 
four  of  which,  however,  require  no  improvement, 
or  none  within  the  view  of  this  resolution.  These 
four  are,  that  on  the  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence, 
that  from  the  head  of  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  by  water,  one  from  the  same  point 
near  the  Seat  of  Government  to  the  head  of  the 
Ohio  at  Pittsburg,  and  that  between  and  through 
the  State  of  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. Of  these  four,  the  last  only  requires  im- 
provement, but  this  does  not  enter  into  the  view 
of  the  resolution,  because  whatever  improvements 
may  be  required  on  the  route  or  routes  in  the 
country  of  our  Indian  enemy  must  be  effected 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  by  the  troops.  The  three 
remaining  routes  are  highly  important,  and  evi- 
dently do  require  improvement.  To  perceive 
this  necessity  requires  no  military  knowledge,  no 
documentary  evidence.  I  shall  notice,  first,  that 
along  the  Atlantic  coast,  some  points  on  which 
it  is  well  known  are  frecjuently  very  difficult  and 
sometimes  impracticable.  I  need  not  go  further 
for  an  instance  of  this  than  the  road  between  this 
city  and  Baltimore.  At  all  times  this  road  is  bad, 
and  frequently  not  practicable  for  empty  stages, 
much  less  for  loaded  wagons.  Now.  it  would 
doubtless  be  better  to  pave  this  road  the  whole 
distance  than  to  have  that  communication  diffi- 
cult or  impracticable  in  case  of  a  descent  by  the 
enemy  upon  our  coast  in  the  vicinity  of  either, 
or  alternately  at  both  its  extremes.  But  a  pave- 
ment is  far  from  being  necessary.  If  some  points 
on  this  road  were  well  selected,  in  all  not  more 
than  three  or  four  miles  of  the  worst  parts,  and 
paved,  and  the  rest  ploughed  and  well  thrown  up. 
It  would  be  generally  an  excellent  road,  and  never 
impracticable.  I  might  instance  some  other  points 
on  this  route,  however,  probably  still  more  im- 
portant, but  have  adverted  to  this  merely  because 
it  must  be  well  known  perhaps  to  every  gentle- 
man in  this  House.  If  fhereare  other  points  more 
important, orwhere  the  present  route  is  still  worse 
than  this,  then  such  point  ought  to  be  first  selected 
for  improvement ;  and  if  all  cannot  be  improved, 
do  not  let  that  prevent  the  improvement  of  any  ; 
if  one  only  could  be  improved,  it  would  be  so  far 
an  advantage  :  and  if  even  one  or  two  of  these 
points  of  the  route  could  not  be  rendered  perma- 


nently good,  do  not  let  that  consideration  prevent 
their  being  much  better  than  they  now  are. 

The  second  of  these  then,  is  that  between  the 
North  river  and  Lake  Champlain.  a  route,  unques- 
tionably of  incalculable  importance;  one  upon 
which  every  possible  facility  of  transportation 
for  troops  and  stores  is  indispensable  to  the  due 
effect  of  such  of  our  armaments  as  may  be  des- 
tined to  act  upon  the  two  correspondent  points, 
New  York  and  Montreal — on  the  two  great  mari- 
time exposures  of  the  United  States — the  only 
practicable  route  for  military  purposes,  at  pres- 
ent, between  those  two  frontiers.  I  am  well  in- 
formed that  a  part  of  the  land  route,  and  a  small 
part  only,  between  the  North  river  and  Lake 
Champlain.  is  in  an  extremely  bad  state;  if  so, 
and  an  improvement  for  a  moderate  expense  is 
practicable,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  made.  I  be- 
lieve such  an  improvement  would  be  found,  on 
inquiry,  at  once  necessary  and  practicable. 

The  third,  and  last  I  shall  notice,  is  one  of 
which  I  am  enabled  to  speak  with  some  confi- 
dence and  precision,  from  long  observation,  expe- 
rience, and  inquiry.  This  is  a  route  between  the 
Ohio  and  Lake  Erie.  There  are  several  routes 
between  these  waters,  capable  of  improvement, 
so  as  to  afford  a  commodious  water  communica- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  a  short  portage  on 
each.  One,  however,  ought  to  be  selected  for  the 
present  occasion,  and,  in  making  the  selection,  the 
best  rule  for  determining  the  preference  is,  to  se- 
lect the  one  which,  on  examination,  shall  be  found 
to  unite  the  greatest  number  of  advantages,  but, 
especially,  the  one  capable  of  being  improved  so 
as  to  afford  an  uninterrupted  navigation  at  the 
least  expense,  and  in  the  shortest  time.  Such  is 
the  route  by  the  Alleghany  river  and  French 
creek  ;  besides  this,  it  connects  the  most  import- 
ant point,  perhaps,  at  this  time,  on  the  Ohio.  Pitts- 
burg, with  the  most  commodious  harbor  on  the 
Lakes,  dec.  The  importance  of  improving  some 
route  between  these  waters  is  recommended  by 
most  obvious  considerations.  It  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  practicable  co-operation  of  one  im- 
portant, extensive,  and  populous  section  of  the 
United  States  io  the  war.  The  States  of  Ken- 
tucky. Ohio,  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  and 
Pennsylvania,  without  some  such  improvement, 
are,  in  effect,  cut  off,  with  all  their  valuable  ?ind 
inexhaustible  resources,  from  all  efficient  co-op- 
eration in  the  present  war.  unless  it  should  again 
be  carried  to  their  vicinities,  as  heretofore.  The 
transportation  on  this  water  route,  in  its  present 
state,  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  in  the  Spring,  can 
be  done  for  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  cwt.  In 
June,  French  creek  becomes  low.  which  not  only 
obstructs  Its  own  navigation,  but  that  of  the  Al- 
leghany river,  also,  and  the  land  transportation 
can  seldom  be  done  for  less  than  five,  and  some- 
times is  as  high  as  seven  dollars  per  cwt.  on  any 
route  ;  such  transportation  is,  moreover,  always 
uncertain,  the  routes  being  all  influenced  by  every 
material  change  of  weather,  and  in  wet  weather 
impracticable.  Not  only,  therefore,  the  fourfold 
rate  of  transportation  is  to  be  considered,  but  the 
total  want  of  certainty  in  every  movement. 
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^'f  Thislcireek.  sir.  can  be  improved  so  as  to  afford 

>' ^   Davig^tioa    uninterrupted  at  all  seasons,  the 

.  Winter  fxcepteJ.  for  the  sum  of  ten,  at  the  ut- 

jiflosi,  twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  may  be  ac- 

>  eompliibed  in  three  or  four  weeks  time.     I  speak, 

•J  iir,  froJA  experience,  observation,  and  informa- 

!?' fion  frdn^  practical  men;  not,   perhaps  the  most 

^  (earned'  engineers,  but   tradesmen,  perhaps  still 

&\  Jnore  cijrapetent  judges  on  this  subject ;  men  who 

?<  ^ave  been  long   practised  in   building,  and  who 

'  Lave  been  owners  of  mills  and  milldam.<.     I  am 

}'tnform«:d  from  those  sources,  sir.  as  well  as  by 

^wy  owji: observation,  that  a  dam  well  made  of 

f  Jvood  wi.'.l  stand  for  eight  or  ten  years,  or  longer. 

i"7^be  conptruciion  of  tins  material  is  cheap,  and 

tj'  ian  be  ♦ti'ected  in  a  shorter  time,  in  proportion  to 

j^{he  amount  of  expense,  than  of  stone,  for  an  ob- 

tj^ious  reison — nearly  every  man  in  the  country 

Ijn  a  wcr'iman  at  wood  work  of  this  description; 

i.^(|very  njan  can  chop,  haul  timber,  and  bore  ;  most, 

Ij-ir  a  sufficient  proportion,  can  hew  and  frame. 

i^lThe  maserial  is  abundant,  and  almost  on   the 

'»fpot.    The  plank  for  the  dams,  only,  requires 

^♦ranspoTt^tion,  and  that  quite  convenient.     Saw- 

-<  jQills  abound.    About  forty  thousand,  or  forty-five 

}_  ihousaud:  feet  of  one  and  a  half  inch  plank  is  suf-  ! 

••^Qcient  to:  six  dams,  one  hundred  yards  long,  and 

%  Jve  feel  high,  with  a  lock  to  each  ;  and  six  dams 

A<[VOuld  .>f  sufficient.     This  quantity  of  plank,  if 

5; Ordered  in  this  month,  would  be  all  delivered  at 

#fDy  port  on  French  creek,  by  the  middle  of  next 

f  jfQonih.     If  workmen  were  seasonably  employed  |  subject ;  after  the  repeated  examination  it  has  re- 

|»n  this  wonth,  by  the  middle  of  next, all  the  tim-     --  -  - '  •-  ''' -■  ■-   '■'*■- ■=;.».—  •  -^.— 

i^  ter  might  be  got  out,  and  to  the  spot,  framed,  and 
5  »eady  to  erect  into  the  dams,  as  soon  as  the  water 
ti^Shall  h^ve  fallen  low  enou|;h. 

Sir,  I  im  as  confident  of  the  practicability  of 

;his  improvement  as  I  am  of  anything  which  is 

;iot  actiiijUy  done,  or  which  I  could  not,  perhaps, 

perform  with  my  own  hands.  I  am  as  well  con- 
'i^vinced  of  it  as  1  am  that  a  mill  can  be  built,  that 
^'*i  field  can  be  cleared  from  the  forest,  that  a  well 
\,  ^-an  be  xing  ;  and  of  the  effect  I  am  as  well  satis- 
r  jued  as  t  am  that  a  mill  will  produce  Hour  from 
f  \vheat,  that  a  field  may  produce  a  crop,  or  a  well 
^  water.  The  completion  of  this  relatively  small 
•find  practicable  work,  would  remove  every  ob- 
••^^tructicii  which  now  impedes  the  communica- 
•>lion  bfctween  the  Ohio  and  the  Lakes,  and,  con- 

♦  .iseqtienrly  that  between  one  great  section  of  the 
b^lJnited  States  and  the  seat  of  war  in  the  North. 
I'i    The  gentleman   from    Georgia   (Mr.  Thoup) 
<t  jiaving  made  some  observations,  merely  to  cor- 
,■  «ect  his  raisapprs^hensions  of  the  subject,  which 

♦  Requires  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  the  fore- 


real  character  and  tendency,  nor  did  I  ever  eater- 
tain  the  slightest  refiection  on  the  chairman,  or 
any  other  gentleman  of  the  committee,  on  this 
score.  But,  I  confess,  1  have  seen  no  good  cause 
for  the  gentleman's  opposition  at  this  time,  hav- 
ing previously  presented  the  resolutions  for  his 
inspection,  and  adopted  an  amendment,  which 
he  said  would  remove  all  the  objections  he  saw 
to  the  resolution  proposed  to  be  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee,  and  in  that  form  altered  on 
his  suggestion.  They  were  now  presented,  and 
his  approbation  expected,  because  he  had  assured 
me  that  he  saw  no  objection.  Even  this,  how- 
ever, I  claim  no  right  to  insist  upon  ;  but  I  must, 
nevertheless,  entertain  a  different  opinion  from 
that  which  the  gentleman  has  just  expressed  with 
respect  to  the  second  resolution.  I  have  but  a 
few  observations  to  offer  at  this  time.  One  ob- 
jection in  offering il  in  cumpany  with  the  first  is, 
legibly  to  draw  the  distinction  between  them, 
which  is  this:  that  as  the  expediency  and  practi- 
cability of  the  latter  are  altogether  predicated  on 
a  state  of  peace,  and,  therefore,  the  work  ought  to 
be  laid  aside  until  after  the  war  ;  so  the  necessity 
for  the  former,  being  predicated  on  an  actual  state 
of  war,  and  of  war  with  Great  Briuin,  the  work 
contemplated  ought  to  be  entered  upon  with 
promptitude,  as  an  efficient  and  indispensable  war 
measure.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  object  contem- 
lated  in  the  second  resolution,  after  the  mass  of 
minous  information  already  published  on  the 


r: 


♦  leqi 

^'*oing  ob-iervations — I  had  never  for  a  moment  en- 

':  Jertained  an  idea  that  the  committee  had  omitted 

j  \Q  report  through  disrespect  for  the  mover  of  the 

1  Resolution;  for,  if  there  was  disrespect,  it  was  a 

^  '.lisrespect  for  the  House,  and  not  me  ;  the  reso- 

'•;  tution  nyi  being  mine,  but  of  the  House,  after  it 

•i  Xvas  oncvi  adopted.     Neither  had  I  ever  enter- 

;*  tained  for  one  mcmeni  such  an  idea  as  this.    The 

v.j!>)nly  way  in  which  1  accounted  for  the  omission 

***o  report  upon  the  former  resolution  was,  that 

l^&e  su  bjijct  could  not  have  been  understood  in  its 


9 


ceived  in  Congress  and  in  different  States  ;  after 
the  concurrent  official  reports  which  have  been 
made,  and  especially  the  one  by  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  1808;  after  having  ex- 
erted his  unrivalled  talents,  for  near  a  year,  m 
collecting,  condensing,  and  arranging  the  mate- 
rials, any  observation  of  mine  would  seem  arro- 
gant as  well  as  .superfluou.*.  I  will,  therefore, 
call  to  the  recollection  of  this  House  a  few  of  the 
principles  of  that  report  which  experience  has 
illustrated  and  established,  especially  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war.  These  prin- 
ciples, adverted  to  at  this  time,  in  connexion  with 
the  confirmation  they  derive  i'rom  facts  and  ex- 
perience,demonstrate  beyond  all  controversy  that 
this  great,  this  sublime,  and  well  digested  project 
of  improvement,  had  it  been  actually  commenced 
seven  years  ago,  would  have  been  one  of  the  most 
effectual  and  salutary  preparations  for  a  state  of 
war  which  can  be  made  in  the  times  of  peace. 
And  as  a  time  of  peace  is  best  of  all  seasons 
adapted  for  most  of  the  preparations  for  war — as 
the  Summer  is  the  season  to  provide  for  the 
Winter — so,  on  the  other  hand,  there  may  be 
some  preparations  for  a  state  of  peace  practicable 
in  time  of  war.  Amongst  these,  it  appears  to  me 
a  provision  by  law  embracing  the  object  of  this 
second  resolution  is  undoubtedly  one  as  well  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  the  work  aside  for  the  pres- 
ent, as  to  insure  its  accomplishment  by  means 
the  most  suitable  and  salutary  when  it  shall  be 
commenced.  A  better  direction  can  scarcely  be 
given  to  the  surplus  labor,  which  for  a  time  must 
be  set  afloat  in  a  change  from  war  to  peace ;  for, 
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as  a  state  of  war  in  this  country  must  enhance  | 
the  price  of  labor,  by  an  unusual  and  undue  in- 
crease of  the  demand  for  men,  so  on  the  return 
of  peace,  it  must,  in  a  correspondent  degree,  be 
depressed  by  a  correspondent  diminution  of  de- 
mand. I  shall  add  no  further  observation  or  re- 
mark on  this  resolution  at  present;  only  this, 
that  I  have  no  desire  to  be  further  conspicuous  on 
the  occasion.  whiUt  I  shall  never  evade  nor  shrink 
from  the  discharore  of  any  duty.  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  declare  that  I  shall  cheerfully  give 
way  to  any  gentleman  who  may  have  it  in  view 
to  offer  either  the  same  resolution  or  one  havin<; 
the  same  object  in  view  as  my  own. 

Mr.  Trocp  said,  the  subject  had  been  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  but  they  had  not  reported  on  it; 
not  from  a  want  of  respect  for  the  subject,  but 
from  the  multiplicity  of  busioess  referred  to  the 
committee.  They  had  likewise  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  War,  as  to  the  improvement  of  cer- 
tain routes  just  mentioned  by  Mr.  Willo.n,  but 
he  did  not  believe  such  an  undertaking  was  now 
absolutely  necessary,  and  it  was  thought  the  mo- 
ney might  be  more  eligibly  employed.  &.c. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  at  the  instance 
of  the  mover,  on  the  first  resolution,  and  lost. 

The  second  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Archer,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  that 
the  House  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  made  at  the  last  session,  on  the  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

The  question  on  Mr.  W.'s  motion  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  37,  nays  75.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Boyd,  Breckcnridge,  Brigham, Cham- 
pion, Cillcy,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culi)eper,  Davenport, 
Earle,  Ely,  GcJdes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hun- 
gerford,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  .Miller,  Moseley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin,  William  Keed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kuggies,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stuart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\Icxander,  Alston,  Archer,  Bard, 
Bamctt,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Clark,  Coms^tock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Fi«k  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn.  Griffin,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Ingham, 
Irvmg,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  KUbourn,  King  of  .Massachusetts, 
King  of  North  Carohna,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .Macon, 
McKim,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robert- 
son, Sevier,  Seybert,  Skmner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  take  the  subject  now 
into  consideration. 

N.\TIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration : 


Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  National  Bank; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  res- 
olution be  postponed  indefinitely.  He  said  that, 
by  this  motion,  he  meant  not  the  slightest  dis- 
respect to  the  mover  of  the  resolution;  but  feel- 
ing, as  he  did,  a  firm  conviction  that  the  Consti- 
tution had  not  given  to  Congress  the  power  to 
establish  such  an  institution,  the  correctness  of 
which  opinion  had  been  tried  and  settled  by  a 
former  Congress,  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
adoption  of  the  present  resolution.  Besides,  said 
Mr.  N.,  the  session  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  the 
day  of  adjournment  has  been  fixed  by  a  vote  of 
this  House  and  the  mind  of  every  member  is 
anxiously  directed  to  the  moment  which  is  to  re- 
store him  to  his  family  and  home.  The  time  is 
now  too  short  for  the  consideration  of  so  import- 
ant a  subject ;  and  for  this,  as  well  as  the  intrin- 
sic objections  he  had  to  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion, he  hoped  his  motion  to  postpone  it  indefi- 
nitely would  prevail. 

Mr.  Grunov  said,  he  trusted  the  motion  to 
postpone  would  not  succeed.  He  believed  there 
was  time  enough  left  for  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  if  the  House  would  bring  itself  to 
discuss  it,  all  Constitutional  difficulties,  he  was 
persuaded,  would  be  removed.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  by  his  motion  to  postpone,  would 
bring  the  subject  ai  once  before  the  House;  but 
it  would  be  much-better  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  a 
committee,  let  them  investigate  the  question  tho- 
roughly, and  report  the  result  to  the  House,  and 
they  would  then  be  enabled  to  act  understand- 
ingiy.  Besides,  said  Mr.  G.,  the  gentleman  has 
opposed  the  resolution  without  knowing  wliat 
kind  of  a  bank  is  contemplated,  or  upon  what 
principles,  or  in  what  manner  it  is  to  be  estab- 
lished. Let  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee ;  It  will  then  come  regularly  before  the  House, 
and  every  member  will  know  how  to  act. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  said,  he  had  al- 
ways believed  it  improper  for  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  legislate  in  erecting  banks,  except  so 
far  as  to  accomplish  national  objects,  facilitating 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  &c.  As  to  these 
objects,  however,  it  was  the  Constitutional  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  devise  the 
ways  and  means,  and  if  such  an  institution  were 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  Government,  it  was 
the  duty  of  that  officer  to  recommend  it.  He 
wished  the  Secretary  to  say  whether  such  a  bank 
was  necessary,  and  not  that  the  subject  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  they 
to  inquire  privately  of  the  Secretary  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure.  When  the  proposition 
came  in  at  the  proper  Constitutional  door,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  necessary  for  the  financial  purposes  of 
the  Government,  he  should  not  object  to  it.  If  sucii 
a  necessity  exists,  he  wished  the  Government  to 
come  forward  and  declare  it,  and  not  shrink  from 
the  responsibility  of  recommending  the  measure. 

Mr.  Findley,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  a  few  re- 
marks, not  distinctly  heard.  He  was  understood 
to  say,  the  erection  of  a  bank  was  not  so  desira- 
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*^e  on  account  of  the  Qorernraent  as  for  the  gen-    matare  consideration.    The  hour  of  adjournment 

l*ral  €onv^'nience  of  the  country.  |  having  arrived,  he  moved  that  the  House  do  now 

*•.  Mr.  OAKLEY,  Of"  New  York,  made  a  number  of    adjourn. — Negatived.  69  to  67. 

itiorcible  r;marks  against  the  indefinite  postpone-         Mr.  Newton   repealed,  he  had  moved  the  in- 

■f^ent.     lie  said  he  did  not  believe  ii  was  so  ex- 1  definite  postponement,  assuredly  not  from  any 

i.^lusivelyuhe  duty  of  the  Executive  Department    disrespect  to  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  but  on 

J-io  recojrinend   the  establishment  of  a  National  j  this  ground  :    The   time  rapidly  approached  at 

-  Hank,  evf n  if  required  by  the  finances  of  the  Gov- 

'i^rnment.'.  as   his    colleague    (Mr.    Grosvenor) 

J%eemed  ti^  think.     He   had   no  doubt  that  a  Na- 

/<»ional    Bink    was   indispensable   in    the    proper 

y  managentent  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  Government ; 

i;4ut,  indeiiendenl  of  this  consideration,  he  believed 

if  ^  was  necessary   to  the  general  convenience  of 


The 

which  this  House  had  resolved  to  adjourn  ;  but 
nine  days  remained  of  the  session,  if  the  determin- 
ation of  this  House  in  that  respect  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate,  and,  after  so  long  a  sitting, 
every  member  must  turn  his  eyes  with  pleasure 
to  that  moment.  The  subject  of  a  National  Bank 
was  one  which  had  been  discussed  in  the  House 


before,  and  in  private  circles,  overand  often  ;  and 
he  had  not  the  least  doubt  but  every  gentleman 
who  heard  him    had   made  up  his   mind   on  the 


J||he  comr.'iunity  ;  and  should  a  plan  for  such  an 
Sinstitutioii  be  brought  forward  in  a  shape  that  he 
ii^pproved;  he  should  certainly  give  it  his  support. 

ii*?upposirr^,  however,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the    subject,  and    that  a  year's   discussion   would  not 
llpecretari  of  the  Treasury  to  recommend  a  Na-  .  change  it.    He  therefore  thought  it  would  be  best 
*  fional  Ba,nk,  and  that  he  should  be  unwilling  to  i  in  the  first  instance  to  ascertain  whether  a  ma- 
uhe  responsibility;  such  conduct  would 


a 


^^  assume 

:?  lloubtleKs,'  be  reprehensible,  but  would  that  be  a 
h  -'ood  reason  why  Congress  should  decline  to  es- 
<«?ablish  :iA  institution  that  would  alike  benefit  the 
^  jGovernment  and  promote  the  general  good  ?  Mr. 
Is  p.  said,  that  although  the  proposition  did  not 
come  i;i  at  the  proper  door,"  still  it  was  no 
eason    tjie  House  should    refuse    to   act   on    it 


jority  was  or  was  not   prepared  to  vote  for  such 
a  measure. 

Mr.  Gru.'vdy  then  said,  that  he  certainly  should 
never  have  brought  forward  this  proposition  with- 
out having  reflected  much  on  it.  He  knew  that 
it  hid  been  agitated  in  this  House,  and  in  the 
nation  heretofore,  and  had  been  much  opposed  by 
many  of  those  politicians  with  whom  he  usually 


.1 -Whetheh  this  be  a  proper  mode  of  establishing  a  i  acted  in  this  House;  but  he  did  not  believe  that 
H, National  iBank,  ii  properly  to  be  decided  when  j  each  Congress  was  so  bound   by  the  decisions  of 


?J  jhe  question  come.s  before  us  in  a  regular  form. 
iThe  question  now  turns  only  on  our  belief  as  to 
;he  expediency  of  such  a  bank,  and,  if  expedient, 
yf  the  fif-oess  of  the  time,  dec,  of  incorporating 
;uch  an  institution.  He  was.  therefore,  clearly 
;)f  opinio'i,  on  general  principles,  that  the  motion 
ior  an  indefinite  postponement  ought  not  to  pre- 
vail. Tue  question  of  a  National  Bank,  he  add- 
fd,  must  be  connected,  from  the  very  nature  of 
'  the  institjition,  with  the  finances  of  the  Govern- 
Ir  ment.  liut,  thongh  he  should  be  as  loth  as  any 
tone  to  Volunteer  his  aid  to  the  Administration  in 
^  support  of  the  war,  yet  he  was  not  to  be  deterred 
^by  ihe  f(»iir  of  incidentally  doing  so,  from  doing 
T,  what  he  Relieved  to  be  of  itself  right  and  proper. 
^|t  IS  our  duty,  said  he,  to  legislate  for  a  settled 
Wttate  of  things.  A  National  Bank  is  necessary, 
a  In  my  juilgment.  to  the  permanent  interest  of  the 
f/  tountry,  and  therefore  I  am,  and  shall  be,  in  favor 
*^()f  it,  if  tlie  details  of  the  bill  establishing  it  shall 
'.  |>e  such  as  to  meet  my  approbation. 
'%•  Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had  here- 
V-  tofore  Y(ited  a  National  Bank  unconstitutional ; 
b^ewasUjien  satisfied  it  was  so,  and  he  believed 
IJhat  to  b^  the  opinion  of  a  great  portion,  if  not  a 
i|rnajority;of  the  people.  Ii  so,  why  take  up  the 
\  time  of  the  House,  and  consume  two  or  three 
^  weeks  tn. discussing  a  question  which  may  be  de- 
s  ^ermined  at  this  moment  ?  He  could  not  consent 
^|o  spencl  the  precious  time  of  the  House  to  no 
1  VurposQ,  .and  being  satisfied  that  no  National 
5pank  cc'uld  be  passed  through  this  House,  he 
]?  f^hould  .vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
V  the  raoiion. 

k\    Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  this 
f  Svas  a  subject  of  great  importance,  and  required 


that  which  preceded  it,  that  it  was  a  good  argu- 
ment against  a  measure  for  members  of  a  former 
Congress  to  come  in  and  say,  "  we  have  decided 
it  heretofore."  As  a  Representative,  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  claimed  the  right  to  give  at  least  one  vote  on 
this  subject  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. The  spirit  of  our  Constitution  had  wisely 
ordained  the  frequency  of  elections,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  undoing  what  had  been  wrongly  done 
by  their  predecessors,  and  of  doing  thai  which 
had  been  left  undone.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  reflect  on  this  subject  as  much 
as  others  who  had  been  instrumental  in  bringing 
forward  the  proposition,  he  was  sure  he  would 
not  be  so  confident  thai  he  acted  correctly  in  re- 
fusing a  deliberate  consideration  to  it.  I,  said  Mr. 
G.,  have  no  secret  on  this  subject ;  I  wish  to  see 
a  bank  established  as  a  national  object,  let  who 
will  be  in  power ;  as  a  general  measure,  I  wish 
to  see  it  adopted.  Look  at  the  situation  of  our 
country — and  1  say  the  gentleman  should  forget 
his  home,  and  not  leave  his  country  in  peril. 
You  have  authorized  a  loan  for  twenty-five  mil- 
lions, and  have  provided  lor  the  expenditure  of 
so  much  money.  Where  is  the  money  ?  Some 
well  informed  men  say  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  it ;  others,  as  well  informed,  say  that 
the  attempt  to  obtain  it  may  not  be  successful.  I 
hope  that  gentlemen  of  the  former  description 
are  correct.  I  know  not  what  the  prospect  is  ; 
but  one  thing  I  do  know — 1  would  run  no  hazard 
on  this  point;  and  for  one,  though  I  have  as 
much  anxiety  to  be  at  home  as  any  one,  1  am 
willing  to  sit  a  few  days  longer  to  see  how  ii 
will  be.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  no  doubt, 
felt  the  same  anxiety  for  the  public  service  ;  and 
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Mr.  G.  said,  if  his  CoDstitutional  scruples  were 

so  great  that  he  could  not  vote  for  this  measure, 
in  case  the  money  should  not  be  conveniently 
obtained  it  might  be  necessary  to  resort  to  some 
other.  For  general  considerations,  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  had  always  been  in  favor  of  a  measure  of  this 
sort,  and  entertained  no  Constitulional  scruples 
about  it.  In  point  of  time  he  thought  the  present 
situation  of  the  country  afforded  a  cogent  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed  his 
entire  disapprobation  of  the  indirect  introduction 
of  Executive  recommendations  into  the  House, 
as  producing  legislation  without  intelligence, 
and  action  without  responsibility,  dec.  If,  there- 
fore, the  vote  on  this  question  were  to  test  his 
approbation  of  this  indirect  mode  of  attaining  a 
measure  supposed  to  be  in  favor  of  the  Executive, 
he  should  certainly  be  inclined  to  vote  against  it. 
But,  when  a  proposition  was  made  by  any  mem- 
berof  this  House,which  recommended  ilself  to  his 
best  judgment,  on  which  he  felt  no  Constitutional 
scruples,  and  which  he  believed  to  be  at  all  times 
expedient,  he  could  not  giveadirect  vole  against 
It,  merely  because  the  Executive,  if  wishing  its 
adoption,  had  not  recommesded  it  as  openly  as 
could  have  been  wished.  That  it  is  expedient 
to  establish  a  National  Bank,  he  had  no  doubt, 
and  he  congratulated  the  House  that  ai  the  mo- 
ment when  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House 
found  some  of  their  wishes  about  to  be  gratified 
by  the  abolition  of  the  restrictive  system,  the 
Constitulional  scruples  which  had  cramped  the 
operations  of  the  Government,  were  vanishing 
also ;  ihat  at  the  moment  when  they  were  about 
to  liberate  commerce,  tlie  fellers  would  also  be 
loosed  with  which  a  narrow  Constitutional  ex- 
position had  heretofore  bound  the  Government. 
He  should  have  been  much  more  pleased,  he  said, 
if  the  measure  had  been  directly  recommended 
by  the  Executive,  by  an  intimation  that  its  adop- 
tion would  conduce  to  a  successful  management 
of  our  finances;  but  merely  for  the  reason  that  it 
had  not  come  before  the  House  in  that  manner 
he  could  not  vote  against  a  proposition  which  on 
general  grounds  met  his  approbation. 

Mr.  Newton  spoke  in  explanation.  He  was 
as  ready  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to 
yield  not  only  his  time  but  his  personal  service 
lo  his  country  ;  and,  had  he  but  a  dollar  in  the 
world,  would  freely  lend  it  to  conlribute  to  the 
support  of  the  Government  in  a  righteous  war. 
But  this  question  could  be  decided  as  intelli- 
gently in  a  day  as  in  a  month  ;  and.  if  a  majority 
was  opposed  to  it,  it  was  not  advisable  to  con- 
sume lime  unnecesiiarily  upon  it.  Under  this 
impre.«!sion  he  had  made  the  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement,  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  this  point. 

A  motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn,  and  car- 
ried bv  three  or  four  votes. 


beth  City  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of 
Camden,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trodh,  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  ihe  pay  of  two  companies  of  rangers, 
organized  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill ''  authorizing  the  payment  for  prop- 
erty captured  or  destroyed,  while  in  the  public 
service,  by  the  enemy  of  the  United  States.'* 

And  the  question  recurred.  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  said  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "making  Elizabeth 
City  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Camden,  in  North  Carolina."  was  reau 
twice  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The 
bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed   bill    authorizing  a  subscription 
to  an  edition  of  the  laws   of  the  United  States, 
and  providing  for  their  distribution  ;  and  the  en- 
grossed   hill    for   the   relief  of  George  Shannon, 
were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  April  4. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  making  Eliza- 


REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  unfinished  business  being  postponed  with 
that  view- 
Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  Thursday  last,  made  the  follow- 
ing report : 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President,  of  the  Slst  of 
March,  submit  lo  the  House  the  following  report : 

Taking  into  consideration  the  great  importance  of 
the  measures  rccoiumended,  the  committee  think  it  a 
duty,  which  they  owe  to  the  House  and  the  nation,  to 
state  the  grounds  on  which  their  report  is  founded. 
Uniting  with  the  Executive  in  the  poUcy  of  these  mea- 
sures, they  wish  to  explain  the  reasons  which  have 
produced  that  union. 

Of  the  past,  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  a  review  ;  the 
attention  of  the  committee  is  drawn  with  more  solici- 
tude to  the  future. 

Previous  to  the  late  changes  in  Europe,  the  bearing 
of  our  restrictive  measures  was  for  the  most  part  con- 
fined to  our  enemies;  the  obstruction  of  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  the  friendly  Powers  of  the  world 
being  in  a  manner  insuperable.  At  present,  a  pros- 
pect exists  of  an  extended  commercial  intercourse  with 
them,  highly  important  to  both  parties,  and  which,  it 
may  be  presumed,  they  will  find  an  equal  interest  and 
dispotiition  to  promote.  Denmark,  all  Germany,  and 
Holland,  heretofore  under  the  double  restraint  of  inter- 
nal regulation  and  external  blockades  and  depredations 
from  a  commerce  with  the  l.nited  States,  appear  by 
late  events  to  be  liberated  therefrom. 

Like  changes,  equally  favorable  to  the  commerce  of 
this  couBtry,  appear  to  be  taking  place  in  Italy,  and  the 
more  extreme  parts  of  the  Mediterranean.  With  re- 
spect to  Spam  and  Portugal,  in  the  commerce  with 
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■  '■  K«hom  thrf  United  States  have  great  interest,  it  may  be 

)  I  ^expected  ■that  commerce  may  be  carried  on  without  the 

I V  ^id  heretofore  afforded  to  the  enemy.     Should  peace 

•i  /take  plac*  between  France  and  her  enemies,  including 

,  *«Great  Britain,  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with 

i  ^France  \vill  fall  under  the  same  remarks. 

«  »     The  ftjnsiderations  of  an  internal  nature  which  urge 

.  ^a  repeal  >f  these  acts,  at  this  time,  are  not  less  forcible 

1  ^than  tho4e  which  have  been  already  stated.     Among 

j  hhosc  are;the  following  :    The  committee  are  persuaded 

ithat  it  w>!l  considerably  augment  the  public  revenue, 
iand  thcM'rby  maintain  the  public  credit ;  that  it  will 
^enhanc*  the  price  and  promote  the  circulation  of  our 
5  _^roduce,  in  lieu  of  specie,  which  has  of  late  become  so 

i'much  tfni  object  of  speculation,  tending  to  embarrass 
the  GoVtrnment. 
J    Mr.  C.  then,  on  lea?e  beiog  given,  reported  the 
i  'following  bill : 

T   A  Bill  tcr  repeal  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  laying  an  em- 

I  barg<>  '>n  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  har- 

A\  bors  i)»  the  United  States,"  and  so  much  of  any  act 

T|  or  acU  as  prohibit  the  importation  of  goods,  wares, 

i  '  and  n^erchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manu- 

*  '  factUT^,  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the 
^  •  color>irs  or  dependencies  thereof,  or  of  any  place  or 
I  >  countiy  in  the  actual  possession  of  Great  Britain, 
t  and  {'(.h  other  purposes. 

i  .  Be  it  ^nacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hmise  of  Represen- 
^  tatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congrest 
)  '  assembltiJ,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  an 
<  '  embargo:  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  har- 
:  bors  of  l!ie  United  States,"  passed  on  the  17th  day  of 
Decembijr,  1813,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  ; 
Profid^ii,  That  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  have 
been  ir<furred  under  the  said  act  shall  be  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in 
like  m^r^ner  as  if  the  said  act  had  continued  in  full 
^  '  force  aflfj  virtue. 

Sec.^  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  »o  much  of 
:  ]  any  ac^  pt  acts  as  prohibits  the  importation  of  goods, 
^  «  wares,  o«  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
'{     ufacture;  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the 

*  ;  colonic^ •  or  dependencies  thereof,  or  of  any  place  or 
j  country /".n  the  actual  possession  of  Great  Britain,  l)e 
•<  4  and  the  ;same  is  hereby  repealed  :  Vruvided,  That  all 
t  fines,  pejialties,  and  forfeitures,  incurred  in  virtue  of 
I  ,  the  8ai»i-'act  or  acts,  shall  be  recovered  and  distributed, 
I  '  and  mH|  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  like  manner  as 

J'  »f  the  «ime  had  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
And proinded  also.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
■)  be  construed  to  authorize  or  permit  the  importation  of 
I  goods,  w'nres,  or  merchandise,  or  of  any  article  the  prop- 
I  ertyof,  oj  belonging  at  the  time  of  such  importation  to, 
i  the  eneity  or  enemies  of  the  United  States. 
1  !  Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  foreign 
»  '  thip  or  vessel  shall  receive  a  clearance,  or  be  permitted 
i  '.  to  depar;  from  the  United  States,  whose  officers  and 
M  ,  rrew  shall  not  consist  wholly  of  the  citizens  or  subjects 
u  .  of  the  country  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  oe- 
j  '•  long,  orjof  a  country  in  amity  with  the  United  States  ; 
.B  '  and  10  (»itizen  of  the  United  States  shall  be  permitted 
^  ;  to  depart  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  without  a  passport  or 
I  •  permission  therefor,  furnished  under  the  authority  and 
»     directiqti  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

^  i  Thtj  ^ill  having  been  twice  read,  Mr.  Caluocn 

i^i  made  tfce  usual  motion  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee 

J*  J  of  the  t»^hole  House. 

M !  Mr.  'jVrigh  r,  of  Maryland,  objected  to  this  ref- 


i 


erence.  because  of  the  nature  of  the  bill,  coupling 
together  two  subjects  which  ought  to  be  kept  en- 
tirely distinct,  and  on  which  there  might  be  much 
difference  of  opinion.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  bill  be  recommiiied  to  the  committee  who 
reported  it.  with  instructions  to  report  separate 
bills. 

This  motion  was  overruled  by  the  SpEAiccn. 
the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Calhoun  having  pref- 
erence, according  to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  question  on  referring  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  then,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
or  silver  coins  or  bullion  ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  C.  then  observed,  that  the  Message  em- 
braced another  subject,  which  did  not  appear  to 
the  Committee  of  h  oreign  Relations  to  appertain 
to  their  province — he  meant  the  continuance  of 
the  double  duties.  He  therefor  moved  that  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be  discharged 
from  so  much  of  the  Message,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  I.NGHAM,  of  Skennsylvania,  having  required 
a  division  of  the  question,  the  question  on  dis- 
charging the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
from  the  consideration  of  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Web8Teb,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  a 
reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  the  two  bills  just  reported  bad 
been  referred. 

This  motion, after  some  observations  from  Mr. 
Inuham,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Ingha.m  then  moved  a  reference  of  this  part 
of  the  Message  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  instructions  to  report  to  Congress,  at  their 
next  session,  a  general  taritfof  duties  on  imported 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  conformably  to 
existing  circumstances,  and  the  different  local 
interests  of  various  parts  of  the  nation. 

To  this  motion — it  being  objected  by  Mr.  Ma- 
con and  Mr.  Pitkin  that  it  would  be  improper 
and  unusual  to  refer  to  the  President's  Secretary 
a  part  of  his  own  Message;  and  Mt.Ingham.  yield- 
ing to  the  suggestion,  withdrew  his  motion.  Be- 
fore he  withdrew  it — 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  suggested  the  expe- 
diency of  not  acting  on  this  subject  during  the 
present  session.  The  Message  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  double  duties  beyond  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war.  If  a  peace  were  to  take 
place  to-morrow,  there  would  be  time  enough  to 
art  on  this  subject  before  they  would  end. 

This  part  of  the  Message  lies  on  the  table,  but 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  Mr.  Inouam,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  to  move  an  in- 
struction to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
port to  this  House  a  tariff  of  duties,  independ- 
ently of  the  Message. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  as  the 
House  was  now  about  to  act  on  the  President's 
Message,  it  was  important  that  they  should  have 
'  before  them  all  the  measures  relating  to  the  sub- 
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ject.  He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  which  came 
down  from  the  Senate  some  time  ago  for  prohib- 
iting the  importation  of  certain  descriptions  of 
woollen  goods,  and  spirits  distilled  from  the  cane, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  the  two  bills  just  reported  had 
been  referred. 

.Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  suggested  that  such 
a  motion  was  wholly  unnecessary,  as  that  bill 
had  no  relation  to  the  bills  just  referred,  and  its 
consideration  was  not  at  all  necessary  with  a 
Tiew  to  a  due  consideration  of  them. 

Mr.  Webster  adhered  to  his  opinion  of  the 
propriety  of  giving  that  bill  the  course  he  had 
proposed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  that  that  act  had  been 
predicated  on  the  continuance  of  the  non-impor- 
tation system,  which,  if  not  repealed,  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  rigorousl^  enforced.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary that  the  bill  should  be  before  the  House. 
If  the  House  should  determine  against  the  pro- 
posed repeal,  it  would  then  be  a  proper  subject 
of  consideration  ;  and  he  pledged  himself  for  the 
Committee,  that  the  Committee  would  in  such 
event  act  promptly  in  regard  to  it.  and  press  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  Webster's  motion  was  negatived — ayes 
49. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution. The  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  (.Mr. 
Grundy.)  in  offering  his  motion  on  Saturday  on 
the  subject  of  a  National  Bank,  had  drawn  a 
gloomy  picture  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
nation,  and  asked  whether  Congress  would  ad- 
journ and  leave  them  in  this  situation.  His  mo- 
tion looked  to  such  a  statu  of  things,  and  pro- 
posed to  enable  the  Government  in  such  an  emer- 
gency to  supply  the  deficiency.  The  resolution 
be  then  offered  was  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
issued,  if  he  deems  it  necessary,  any  amount  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  not  exceeding  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  in 
sums  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num, payable  quarter  yearly,  except  the  first  year,  and 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  redeemable  in  five  years; 
and  also  into  the  ei{)ediency  of  laying  duties  on 
watches,  gold  seals,  plate,  booU,  and  fine  hats,  to  dis- 
charge the  interest  on  said  notes. 

Mr.  Grundv,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  adopted,  and  ilie  subject 
placed  in  a  proper  train  of  examination.  He  was 
glad  to  perceive  that  gentlemen  were  at  last  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  providing  lor  pos- 
sible cases.  The  adoption  of  the  resolution  would 
answer  at  least  one  good  purpose.  If  the  plan  it 
embraced  should  be  discussed  and  found  ineffi- 
,  cieoi,  the  proposition  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  had 
made  would  meet  with  a  more  favorable  recep- 
tion than  heretofore.  All  that  he  asked  wa>,  that 
the  same  liberality  should  be  extended  to  his  pro- 


position as  be  was  willing  to  extend  to  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  he  should  be  sorry  to  deny  to 
the  gentleman  the  courtesy  of  having  his  reso- 
lution referred,  were  it  not  for  one  consideration. 
If  the  gentleman  would  add  to  his  motion  a  pro- 
position for  such  further  tax  as  should  be  neces- 
sary to  redeem  the  notes  when  they  became  due. 
he  should  concur  in  his  motion.  But  he  asked 
of  the  House  to  take  a  deliberate  view  of  this 
subject  before  they  referred  the  resolution.  In 
his  little  experience  in  the  world  he  had  found  it 
necessary,  when  his  business  was  small,  to  be 
cautious  in  signing  notes ;  and  so  ought  the  Gov- 
ernment lo  be  exceedingly  cautious.  If  there 
was  any  one  point  on  which  the  Government 
should  be  cautious,  it  should  be  its  credit ;  and  a 
regard  for  the  credit  of  the  Government  would 
not  justify  the  issuing  of  these  notes  without  pro- 
viding for  their  redemption. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  most  cordially  concurred 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  whose  soul 
he  knew  to  be  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
country,  as  he  had  proved  by  his  zealous,  volun- 
tary, personal  co-operation  in  the  war  during  the 
last  campaign  ;  but  he  wished  to  add  to  his  list  of 
taxable  articles  several  others  which  he  named, 
viz:  lottery  prizes,  a  tax  everybody  would  be 
glad  to  pay  ;  saddle  and  carriage  horses,  certainly 
articles  of  luxury  ;  houses  and  lots  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  which  are  now  exempt  from 
the  direct  tax  ;  and  a  continuance  of  the  direct 
tax  on  land. 

Mr.  Barnett,  of  Georgia,  was  of  opinion  that 
tnany  articles  would  bear  taxation  equally  as  well 
as  those  which  had  been  proposed;  but  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  or  of  the  House,  to  add  any  that  might  be 
thought  proper.  He  was  in  favor  of  this  propo- 
sition. He  wished  to  see  every  possible  means 
taken  to  enable  the  Government  to  carry  on  the 
war  in  which  we  are  engaged.  He  was  well 
convinced  we  had  resources  enough  to  carry  on 
the  war,  and  that  the  people  would  pay  anything, 
and  bear  taxes  of  any  description  to  support  the 
war.  The  people  possessed  patriotism  and  love 
of  country  enough  to  induce  them  lo  support  the 
rights  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Wright's  proposed  amendment  by  including 
in  it  "also  race  horses,  mares,  and  fillies." 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said  he  regretted 
to  see  the  course  this  business  was  now  taking. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  not 
been  inattentive  to  the  subject  embraced  in  this 
motion.  If  they  had  not  met  the  wishes  of  the 
House,  It  would  be  better  to  send  to  them  a  reso- 
lution of  instruction  in  a  general  form,  without 
designating  the  articles  proposed  to  be  taxed  to 
raise  a  revenue  to  defray  the  interest  of  these 
Treasury  notes.  On  that  head,  if  the  resolution 
were  so  passed,  he  knew  it  would  be  grateful  to 
the  feelings  of  the  committee  to  receive  any  rep- 
resentations of  individual  members  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  articles  which  it  would  be  proper  to 
tax. 
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Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  said  he  hoped  it 
would  »ot  be  considered  as  arrogant  in  men  de- 
voted 10  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  after 
waiting  until  the  last  moment  of  the  session 
withou*  hearin<j  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mt<aDs  on  the  subject,  to  call  their  attention 
to  a  prc'ject  for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  the 
neces.ai-y  funds.  The  only  obstacle  to  obtaining 
loans  iwas  the  omission  to  provide  the  ways  and 
mean;;  5o  pay  the  interest  ;  and  this  was  an  ob- 
ject Worthy  thf  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wright's  and  Mr.  Stcart's motions  were 
both  disagreed  to. 

ThL>  .question  being  stated  on  Mr.  Desha's 
motion'— 

Mr.  £ppE8,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  tVays  and  Means  would  be  happy  at  any 
time  lOireceive  any  instructions  from  the  House  ; 
but  it  Was  due  to  that  committee  to  state  that  the 
sysleOQi  to  be  pursued  during  the  war  had  been 
decidfti  on  by  Congress,  betore  the  appointment 
of  the  present  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
It  ha('  been  decided  that  taxes  should  be  laid  suf- 
ficient to  raise  a  revenue  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  o^ii  debt  and  on  the  new  debt  to  be  created 
by  lojr.s  during  the  war.  It  was  true  that,  in 
the  rvport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at 
the  ciommencement  of  the  session,  it  had  been 
stated  chat  the  revenue  of  the  present  year  would 
fall  suort  of  the  necessary  amount  $750,000.  It 
had  ^n  shortly  afterwards  stated  to  the  cora- 
mittet.  however,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  inter- 
nal rifvenue  would  so  far  exceed  the  estimated 
amount  during  the  present  year  as  to  cover  the 
suppcjt  d  deficit :  which  intimation  had  been  since 
formally  contirmed  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  -Treasury,  which  had  been  recently  pre- 
sented 0  the  House.  The  committee,  therefore, 
had  onjy  to  consider,  whether  it  would  be  better 
to  take;  up  the  general  subject  of  providing  the 
next  yi'ar'b  revenue  at  this  time,  or  to  leave  it 
until  t^e  next  session.  The  committee,  after 
coiisid«»ring  the  unsettled  state  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations! the  uncertainly  of  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  &.c.,  had  found  it  altogether  impossible 
to  deaije  what  amount  of  taxes  would  be  neces- 
sary foi  the  ensuing  year.  It  was  impossible  for 
the  corjiniittee  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  re- 
strictive system  would  be  in  force  during  the 
next  yi'ar ;  and  of  course  they  could  present 
nothiu'f  more  than  a  mere  guess  of  the  amount 
of  reve/iue  which  it  might  be  actually  necessary 
to  rai>e during  the  ensuing  year.  It  had  been, 
therefore,  thought  better  to  let  the  subject  rest 
until  tijiey  could  act  understaodingly.  and  the 
means  could  be  proportioned  to  the  end.  On 
this  «ritw  of  the  subject  they  had  postponed 
taking  Jt  up  unti'  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
Other  i;onsiderations  bad  an  important  bearing 
on  thij  determination.  All  the  internal  taxes 
being  rs>w  in  operation,  it  would  be  improper  to 
make  i  change  in  them,  because  any  change 
would  .affect  the  whole  system,  and  instead  of 
increasing  the  revenue  would  diminish  it.  As 
to  lh«»  iirect  tax.  in  several  of  the  States  it  was 
fully  p|iid  in,  while  in  others  it  was  now  collect- 


ing, and  of  course  could  not  be  revised  or  modi- 
fied ;  and  it  would  be  much  better  for  Congreis 
to  take  up  the  whole  subject  on  their  meeting  in 
the  Fall,  So  much  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  loans.  But,  on  the  subject  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  a  sufficient  sum  was  already  author- 
ized for  the  service  of  the  present  year.  For  one 
he  had  no  wish  to  see  paper  money  introduced 
as  a  general  system  ;  and  whenever  it  came  to 
ihat  question,  that  we  cannot  provide  for  our 
pecuniary  wants  without  establishing  a  paper 
money,  he  was  for  reducing  those  wants.  He 
did  not  believe  Treasury  notes  could  be  circula- 
ted to  an  amount  trreater  than  our  annual  reve- 
Due,  which  he  estimated  at  something  more  than 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  The  amount  of  Treas- 
ury notes  beyond  our  revenue  must  be  in  the  na- 
ture of  paper  money,  representing  nothing,  and 
possessing  only  a  nominal  value.  He  merely 
made  these  observations  to  justify  the  course  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  show 
that  they  had  not  been  inattentive  to  their  duty. 

Mr.  Bahnett  said  if  the  motion  now  before  the 
House  had  answered  no  other  purpose,  it  had 
brought  out  information  of  which  he  before  knew 
nothing.  He  was  one  of  those  who  was  for  prose- 
cuting the  war  at  any  cost ;  and  he  would  rather 
see  further  taxes  resorted  to  than  some  other 
plans  which  had  been  suggested  for  raising  a  reve- 
nue. He  believed  that  there  were  some  schemes 
before  the  House,  which  had  their  origin  in  an 
impression  that  the  loan  would  not  be  obtained 
without  their  adoption.  A  proposition  to  estab- 
lish a  National  Bank  had  been  supported  on  the 
ground  that  funds  were  wanting  to  support  the 
war ;  which  same  ground  had  also  been  assigned 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo. 
But  now  the  House  were  told  there  was  revenue 
enough,  and  that  all  was  well.  If  so,  Mr.  B.  said 
he  was  satisfied  ;  and  if  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mean-<  would  tell  the  House  there  was  no  oc- 
casion for  It,  he  would  vote  against  this  and  every 
similar  proposition;  and  he  hoped  to  bear  no 
more  of  these  schemes  for  raising  revenue.  He 
was  sorry  to  hear  one  observation  from  the  gen- 
tleman, about  reducing  the  wants  of  the  country; 
which  he  could  not  construe  in  any  other  mean- 
ing  liian  that  of  giving  up  our  ngbls  and  making 
a  dishonorable  peace.  He  would  resort  to  aoy- 
thiag  rather  than  that. 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  B..  that  his 
conduct  in  this  House  and  elsewhere  would  prove 
that  he  was  as  much  disposed  to  support  the  war 
as  any  gentleman,  and  felt  as  little  disposition  to 
surrender  the  rights  of  his  country.  But,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Treasury  notes,  they  must  depreciate 
whenever  there  was  not  a  known  fund  sufficient 
for  iheir  redemption,  dwr.  As  to  the  restrictive 
system,  which  had  been  hinted  at,  he  was  attached 
to  it;  but  when  a  question  was  presented  to  bis 
mind,  whether  he  would  remove  that  system  or 
issue  paper  money,  he  could  not  hesitate.  When 
paper  money  is  resorted  to,  there  must  soon  be  an 
end  of  all  measures  requiring  money  to  support 
them. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  explained  what  he 


had  said  of  a  National  Bank,  as  connected  with 
the  loan  for  the  present  year,  differently  from  the 
idea  Mr.  Desha  and  Mr.  Barnett  appeared  to 
entertain  of  a. 

Air.  Desha  said  he  had  not  expected  ihis  motion 
would  meet  with  so  warm  an  opposition,  whicii 
he  had  predicated  on  the  doubts  which  had  been 
expressed  of  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the 
loan.  As  to  the  remarks  on  the  danger  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  he  apprehended  no  difficulty  on 
that  score :  he  had  collected  in  llie  resolution  sev- 
eral articles  of  extravagance  and  luxury,  which 
would  well  bear  taxation,  to  defray  the  interest  of 
the  Treasury  notes ;  which,  if  issued  under  this 
regulation,  would  be  in  tio  danger  of  depreciation. 
They  were  not  to  be  redeemable  in  less  than  five 
years;  and  the  Government,  being  bound  to  re- 
deem ihein.  would  before  that  time  provide  a 
fund  for  redeeming  them.  As  to  a  paper  money 
system,  he  certainly  viewed  it  as  a  great  evil ; 
but  what  difference  was  there  between  that  and 
a  bank  paper?  Both  were  paper  money.  Trea- 
sury notes  would  circulate  as  freely  at  least  as 
bank  paper,  because  bearing  interest.  The  credit 
of  the  nation  was  not  so  bad  but  that  the  farmers 
and  others  who  wished  to  lay  up  money  would 
give  a  preference  to  the  Treasury  notes  over  any 
other  money.  As  to  the  proposed  bank,  he  in 
common  with  many  others  entertained  Constitu- 
tional scruples;  in  regard  to  Treasurynoles.no 
such  difficulty  attended  them.  The  first  object 
with  every  friend  to  his  country  must  be  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war;  and  with  a  view  to  that  ob- 
ject he  had  made  this  motion. 

.Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  opposed  even  sending 
this  proposition  to  a  committee  for  inquiry,  be- 
cause It  would  produce  an  impression  that  this 
House  was  satisfied  there  might  be  a  necessity 
of  adding  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  already  proposed  to  be  issued.  Such 
a  measure  would  spread  a  general  alarm,  at  the 
prospect  of  such  a  mass  of  paper  money  being 
thrown  into  circulation.  Without  more  cogent 
reasons  tfian  he  had  heard,  Mr.  F.  said  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  tamper  with  such  danger- 
ous experiments. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was 
opposed  to  this  resolution,  not  because  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  principle  of  it,  but  because  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  already  have  power 
to  act  on  this  subject.  For  his  part,  he  had  been 
favorable  to  this  scheme;  but  could  not  find  a 
second  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  subject.  He  was  satisfied  what  would  be  the 
result  of  the  inquiry  if  it  were  submitted  to  that 
committee,  and  therefore  should  vote  against  it; 
though  if  the  gentleman  would  change  it  so  as 
to  make  the  resolution  imperative  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  on  the 
subject,  he  would  vote  for  it. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Desha's 
motion  was  then  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
37,  nays  108,  as  follows: 

Y»A§ — Messrs.  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Caldwell, 
Chtppell,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Desha, 
Earle,    Evans,    Farrow,   Franklin,   Uourdin,    Griffin, 

I3lh  Con.  2dSESs.— 62 


Urundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Johntion  of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mur- 
free,  NeUon,  Newton,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hill,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler,  Ca- 
perton,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Com- 
stock.  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport, 
Davig  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyellcs,  Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Gaston,  Geddcs,  Gholson,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Haw- 
kins, Howell,  Hungerford.  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lefferts, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKim,  McLean, 
Miller,  Mot!it,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Orm«» 
by,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pit- 
kin, Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold, 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipberd, 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ford, Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udree,  Vose.  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  House  determined  against  the  motion. 

NATIONAL    BANK. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  Saturday  last,  being  Mr. 
Grl'ndy's  motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  with  leave  to  report  by  hill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Newton's  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  this  subject  being  still  under  considera- 
tion— 

Mr.  Fahrow.  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  against 
the  postponement.  He  was  inclined  to  believe 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  to  be  both 
Constitutional  and  expedient;  and  should  there- 
fore vote  against  the  postponement,  without  say- 
ing how  he  should  vote  on  the  bill,  because  he 
did  not  know  in  what  form  it  would  be  reported. 
The  want  of  time  was  no  argument  against  the 
discussion  of  this  subject.  None  could  be  of 
more  importance,  or  more  peremptorily  requir- 
ing membf rs  to  sacrifice  personal  convenience  to 
the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  in- 
definite postponement.  He  was  against  the  pro- 
position proposed  to  be  postponed,  if  it  was  only 
because  the  difficulties  said  lo  exist  in  procuring 
funds  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  were  seized 
on  to  produce  a  change  of  principle.  As  to  the 
difficulties  which  were  said  to  exist,  he  consid- 
ered them  in  a  great  degree  imaginary,  and  their 
reiteration  as  calculaied  to  produce  no  beneficial 
consequences  to  the  nation  He  did  not  believe 
the  difficulti«'s  in  question,  if  they  existed  at  all, 
were  such  as  lo  require  this  House  to  sacrifice 
principle  atMhe  shrine  of  necessity.  He  should 
therefore  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement, 
however  under  other  circumstances  he  might  ob- 
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■Ifjeci  to  such  a  course  of  legislatiou,  because  pre- 
*i sent  necessity  was  made  the  plea  for  obiaining 
A  {that  decSiion  from  the  House  which,  under  other 
'     circunQ-^Bnces,  could  not  be  obtained. 

Mr.  lioBERTao?(,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the 
postpon»fraent.  He  had  heard  no  one,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  advocate  a  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple to  Ihe  exigency  of  the  times.  He  did  not 
know  hvh  the  establishment  of  a  Bank  could  be 
'  amply  .i<pported  on  general  grounds  distinct  from 
*  the  situation  of  the  Government  or  from  consid- 

■  erationi*jf  finance.  He  was  happy  that  this  was 
*. ;  a  queslu.n  trammelled  by  no  party  considerations  ; 
^.  i  it  was  3  question  which  concerned  commerce  and 

commitrijial  operations.  Representing  a  distant 
but  hig;ily  commercial  section  of  the  country, 
which  bid  fair  to  equal  if  not  outstrip  any  other 
part  of  ihe  United  States  in  commercial  import- 
ance, ^e:  felt  disposed,  whenever  in  his  power,  to 
do  any  act,  not  contravening  the  Constitution, 
>  whicli  Would  be  beneficial  to  commerce.  Those 
}  crentlemen  who  entertained  Consiitutional  objec- 
tions would  do  well  to  vote  against  postpone- 
ment, be'cause  they  could  not  be  expected  to  yield 
U;  them.  Having  himself  no  such  objection,  and 
V  looking  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure  only, 
•  '  he  wishird  for  an  opportunity  of  fair  consideration 
^  ;  to  be  otfered  to  this  subject. 
v:  Mr.  0AWK1N3  spoke  in  explanation.  He  said 
3"'   he  shoik'ld  be  always  ready  to  give  a  candid  con- 

■  sideratfpn  to  any  proposition  made  in  this  House 
UDder  ((rdinary  circumstances.  But  this  subject, 
he  said^  presented  itself  in  an  attitude  which  did 
not  entitle  it  to  discussion  by  the  House,  becau>e 
predica*ied  on  a  supposed  difficulty  which  might 
be  found  in  obtaining  the  loan  already  authorized 
by  law-  Temporary  expedients  were  not  proper 
for  suoji  caFes.  but  measures  ol  a  more  durable 
characvdr.  Therefore  it  wa-^  that  he  was  ui  favor 
of  the  indefinite  postponement.  Whenever  the 
question  "should  present  itself  on  principles  un- 
connecied  with  others  of  moment  and  present  im- 
portance, he  should  not  be  found  opposed  to  the 
investigation  of  it. 

Mr.  RoBERisoN  added,  that  he  considered  this 
as  an  abstract  proposition,  and  so  might  thegen- 
tleman'from  Kentucky,  if  he  chose.  Some  gen- 
tlemen supposed  it  had  reference  to  the  immediate 
convenience  of  the  Government,  and  some  might 
vote  fo(  it  and  others  against  it  in  that  view  ;  but 
^\  they  who  so  voted  would  vote  froiu  motives  which 
r*  Mr.  Hj  said  had  no  operation  on  him.  He  did 
^A  considtir  it  as  an  abstract  proposition  whether  or 
>',  Dot  it  f^'as  expedient  at  this  time  to  eNtablisb  a 
4j|     National  Bank. 

4^.  Mr.  piTKiN,  of  Connecticut,  -said  he  should  vote 
^  .  to  poit[Jone  this  proposition,  because  there  was 
already  before  the  Housc  a  bill  on  the  subject  of 
a  National  Bank;  and  because  he  was  opposed 
to  takiiug  up.  at  this  late  period  of  the  sesMon,  a 
subject  whicii  required,  in  acting  on  it,  the  great- 
est c9,Tn  and  deliberation. 

Mr>  IPoTTEH,  of  Rhode  Inland,  said  he  siiould 
Tote  foT  the  postponement,  because  no  bill  could 
be  rep()rted  on  the  subject  of  a  National  Bank 
that  a&could  vote  for.    The  establishment  of  such 
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a  bank  would  answer  no  valuable  purpose  to  the 
community,  and  by  withdrawing  from  circulation 
for  six  or  nine  months  a  vast  amount  of  specie 
would  add  to  the  distresses  already  experienced 
in  the  nation  from  the  want  of  it. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  decided  as  follows  : 

Y'eas — Messrg.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Bard,  Bayhe* 
of  Massachusetts,  Bigeiow,  Boyd.  Bradbury,  Breck- 
enridgc,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cillcy,  Clark, 
Crawford,  Davenport,  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans. 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson. 
Hawes,  Hawkins.  Howell,  Hungerford,  Ingcrsoll,  Ir- 
ving, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  King  of  Maasa- 
chusetu.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell, 
McKini,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasanu,  Post,  Potter,  John  Keed, 
William  Reed,  Rheaof  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Kugglet, 
Sharp,  Sheffey,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Troup,  Voae, 
Webster,  Whcalon,  Wilcoj,  Wilson  of  Massachuaetts, 
and  Wright— 71. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Barnett,  Bowcn, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard.Coi,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dcnoy- 
elles,  Duvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gas- 
ton, (iourdin,  GritTin,  Grundy,  Harriu,  Hasbrouck. 
Humphreys,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jack- 
VM\  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilboum, 
King  of  North  Carohna,  LeflertH.  Lowndes,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Piper,  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ridge- 
ly,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Taggart,  Tallmadge.  I'annehill,  Tay- 
lor, Telfair,  Thompson,  Udrec,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yancey — 80. 

So  the  House  determined  that  Mr.  Ghundy's 
motion  should  not  be  indefinitely  [>ostpuned. 

Mr.  Hall  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  motion  by  adding  after  the  word  "  bank,"  the 
words  •■  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

After  a  few  words  of  objection  by  Mr.  Grun- 
dy, who  wished  the  motion  general,  to  afford  the 
Committee  latitude  of  discretion  as  to  the  details 
ol  the  institution,  and  some  observations  from  Mr. 
VVright  in  reply,  Mr.  Hall's  motion  was  nega- 
tived— ayes  32. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows:  For  the 
motion  76,  against  it  69. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  a  committee 
of  nine  members  directed  to  be  appointed  to  carry 
it  intoeffect.  And  Mejsrs.GRtNDY,  Oakley,  Cal« 
HouN,  Gaston,  Jackso.n  of  Virginia.  Lowndbs, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ingham,  and  FiaK  of 
New  York,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 


TuEHDAV,  April  5. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
R.  Williams;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  Archer  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to 
the  owners  of  the  Danish  brigantme  called  the 
Henrick;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppe.s.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cas- 
tilie;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Hallowell;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  T.  Williamson  and  Thomas  Rice;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  W.  Crowninshield  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  lime  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  compensation  allowed  to  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  Customs,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Eppes  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Siej)hen  Girard,  referred  on  the  14lh 
ultimo  ;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  militia  slam,  and  for  militia  dis- 
abled in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment  wiiich 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  peniten- 
tiary in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds  therefor,  was  postponed  in- 
definitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and 
claims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which 
lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  Island  of 
New  Orleans.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendmeni.  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  (>ersons 
who,  by  mistake,  have  made  wrong  entries  on 
the  public  lands ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment thereto,  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the 
same:  Upon  which,  the  Speaker  decided,  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
was  not  in  order,  because  the  amendment  struck 
out  the  whole  bill,  which  consisted  of  but  one 
section,  and  therefore  amounted  to  a  rejection  of 
the  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  that 
the  said  bill   be  postponed   indefinitely,  and  the  I 


question  being  taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  report  on 
the  memorial  of  Thomas  Claxton,  concluding 
with  resolutions  recommending  the  appointment 
of  James  Claxton  to  attend  to  the  post  oflice  and 
stationery  office  of  the  House,  with  a  compensa- 
tion of  three  dollars  per  day  during  the  session. 
A  motion  was  made  to  substitute  two  for  three 
dollars  in  the  report,  but  was  negatived.  And 
the  report  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tiie  engrossed  bill  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection,  preserva- 
tion, and  exhibition  of  such  flags,  standards,  and 
colors  as  shall  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
taken  by  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  from  their  enemies,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  lo  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Cutter,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cahoone  and  others,  re- 
spectively, passed  through  Committees  of  the 
whole  House,  and  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  Stales  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Inoersoll, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  A.  Chevallie,  agent  of  Araelie  Eugenie 
Beaumarchais.  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sheffey, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

NEXT  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, (the  third  Monday  in  October  next;)  which 
was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Jackso.s.  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  so  as  lo  fix  on  the  first  day  of  November  as 
the  day  of  meeting,  and  assigned  as  a  reason  the 
occurrence  of  many  elections  about  that  period, 
which  It  would  be  desirable  to  members  to  attend, 
and  also  ihe  advantages  of  short  sessions,  in  which 
as  much  busine.^s  was  generally  done  as  in  long 
ones. 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  it  was  desirable  that  Congress 
should  meet  at  as  early  a  day  as  gentlemen  re- 
siding at  a  distance  could  venture  into  the  cli- 
mate; for  the  reason  that,  if  this  present  war 
continues,  not  only  the  direct  tax  must  be  revived, 
but  other  taxes  must  be  put  in  operation.  It  was 
supposed  that  three  months  would  be  sufficient  to 
put  ihe  direct  tax  into  operation,  after  the  law 
^hould  pass  for  laying  it.  Allowing  a  month  for 
enacting  the  law,  it  might  go  into  operation  with- 
in the  mouth  of  February,  and  a  considerable  part 
of  the  proceeds  come  into  the  Treasury  during 
that  year.  If  the  war  continued,  it  would  be 
proper  for  Congress  to  meet  in  time  to  make  effi- 
cient provisions  for  the  service  of  the  next  year. 
The  ciionlh  of  October  would  be  as  inconvenient 
a  time  for  himself  to  be  absent  from  home,  Mr. 
E.  said,  as  for  any  gentleman  in  the  House;  but 
private  convenience  must  yield  to  the  public  in- 
terest. 


i  t 


im 


^1  K 


il     t 


!>• 


r 


r- 


Wk 


H 


1^ 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1960 


R. 


'Mt- Jackson  concurred  in  ihe  sentiment  last 
a(3w\oced  by  his  colleague,  but  he  conceived  that 
the;yme  he  bad  proposed  would  be  early  enough 
fqr^ongress  ij  noeet ;  and  being  only  two  weeks 
laiwthan  the  day  proposed  by  his  friend,  could 
D0»'ji)ake  any  tnaterial  difference. 

0f.  King,  oi'  North  Carolina,  mored  to  post- 
poftt?  tbe  furtVr  consideration  of  the  bill  to  Mon- 
dav  next.     IStiijatived — ayes  43. 

^r.  Grdno/.  of  Tennessee,  was  desirous  of 
fix>it^  on  such  a  day  as  should  reconcile  the  con- 
vefitpDce  of  qncmbers  with  the  public  good  ;  and. 
ifriHithe  Hoi^si^  might  have  time  to  reflect  on  it, 
he^FjOved  toJaly  the  bill  on  the  table. 

."Slj.  Post,  cf  New  York,  said  he  saw  no  neces- 
sit'l.|afler  wha^  had  fallen  from  the  chairman  of 
thtif'^omraitlei'  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  either 
defj-'ring  the;  (juestion,  or  for  passing  the  bill  now 
bef^>e  the  Hp'ise.     For,  if  he  understood  the  gen 


Modified  Duiiu. 
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mature  a  resolution  on  this  subject,  he  thought 
was  more  properly  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of 
referring  this  resolution  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Seybert,  of  Pennsylvania,  expreswied  him- 
self decidedly  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  his  col- 
league, and  saw  no  necessity  whatever  for  delay 
by  a  reference  of  the  subject  to  any  committee 
whatever. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  expressed  himself 
favorably  to  the  object  of  this  motion,  but  did  not 
think  it  as  comprehensive  as  might  be  desirable. 
Instead  of  an  ad  valorem  duty,  he  thought  that 
many  of  the  duties  ought  to  be  specific.  That 
he  and  other  gentlemen  might  reflect  on  this 
matter,  and  prepare  amendments  if  necessary,  he 
moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  I.NGHA.M,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected  to  the 
motion's  lying  on  the  table,  because  of  the  late- 


tletjilin.  It  wijs-supported  on  the  contingency  that!  "^ss  of  the  period  of  the  session.    He  spoke  of  the 

we]  jnay  next  year  have  a   continuation   of  the  j  necessity  of  a  tariff,  and  the  length  of  lime  since 

""  '■  .        .  j,py  change  had  been  made  in  the  present  rate  of 

duties.  Some  of  the  specific  duties  were  now 
from  45  to  50,  whilst  the  highest  ad  valorem 
duties,   being  principally   on   those  articles,   too, 


waj-f  The  Occasion  for  meeting  being  a  contin- 
geiiiiy.  and  the  President  having  full  power  to 
ca4  jCoDgresft  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  proper, 
he5s»iw  no  o«lcasion  to  pass  a  law  on  the  subject ; 
es[|t\;ially  whin,  by  coming  here  as  early  as  pro- 
pc>*^d.  merabrrs  from  the  Northern  States  ran 
co^fiderable  rjsk  of  suffering  from  the  influence 
of^^is  climaij'. 
fi^r,  EpPE$fSS 
ihjjv?  the  President  might  convene  Congress  when- 


whicli  come  in  competition  with  our  manufac- 
tures, were  not  more  than  15,  though  nominally  25 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Ingebsoll.  of  Pennsylvania,   hoped   that 


J  3''  J 

^r,  EpPE$fsaid.  although  it  was  perfectly  true    the  resolution  of  his  colleague  would  be  suffered 


"3' 

evl 


evr^  he  thoui^ht  proper,  yet  he  thought  it  correct, 
w4'*n    the    Li-gislature    was    responsible,   that    it 


sh.ivl'i  not  pi  ice  itself  at  the  discretion  of  the  Ex- 


iJependiog 

iiis  respeci. 

\t.  Fin[>i5:y.  of  Pennsylvania,  remarked,  in 
a(Ul;tion.  that" the  power  given  to   the  Executive  i 
lc5:»)nvoke  Q.ingress,  was  not  to  do  the  ordinary 
bwrness  of  th^  nation,  but  such  matters  as  unfore-  [ 
stJij  events   occurring   during   the   recess   might 
re^ier  necess^jry.  \ 

•*l'he  motic^i  to  lay  the  bill  on   the  table  was  \ 
df^fded  as  (c?lows — For  the   motion  66,  against 

;SJo  the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 

\  ■  ;MODIKIED  DUTIES. 

^fr*  Ingh|il)iI,  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  view  to 
fu}f|l  the  ii)i.^ntioQ  he  had  avuwed  during  the 
d?fc)Jte  of  yesterday,  moved  tbe  following  resolu- 
ti4^: 

^^aolvtd,  Tjiat  the  .Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rtyt^d  to  rep<;r'  to  Congreas,  at  their  next  session,  a 
g^Tul  tarilf  ofduties,  conformably  to  the  existing  situ- 
a4to<i  of  the  t^ifneral  and  local  interests  of  the  United 
^jines. 


to  pass,  as  he  thought  it  ought  to  have  done  as 
moved  yesterday  ;  not  being  able  to  see  the  force 
of  the  o|)jection,  then  urged,  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  refer  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  any  sub- 
ject embraced  in  a  Message  from  the  President. 
One  reason,  among  others,  why  he  wished  the 
resolution  to  pass,  was,  that  he  saw  in  to-day's 
newspaper  a  mistake  which  it  was  necessary  to 
correct.  In  the  National  Intelligencer  of  this 
morning,  it  was  stated  that  the  prolongation  of 
the  double  duties  was  not  included  in  the  report — 
the  committee  appearing  to  deem  it  not  necessa- 
rily connected  with  other  subjects  embraced  in 
the  message.  You  have  before  you  a  message 
proposing  to  change  completely,  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, the  aspect  of  your  commercial  relations  ;  and 
the  President,  well  aware  ni  the  effect  which  even 
the  report  of  these  measures  would  have  on  the 
manufacturing  interest,  associates  in  the  message 
a  recommendation  to  prolong  the  double  duties. 
That  matter  has  been  suffered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Now,  suppose  the  present  motion  of  his  colleague 
should  be  laid  on  the  table,  the  idea  thrown  out 
in  this  paragraph  would  gain  ground,  and  the 
inanutacturers  would  be  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  there  was  no  disposition  in  the  House  to  at- 
tend to  their  interest*.  This  idea  the  House,  he 
hoped,  would  not  encourage. 

.Mr.  .McKtM.  of  .Maryland,  said  he  could  see  no 
reason  for  the  resolution's  lying  on  the  table,  be- 


^!ilr.  PiTKJrj,  of  Connecticut,  said  ihis  subject  j  cause  the  objects  in  view  could  be  very  readily 
hj(i  been  f»e;juently  agitated  in  the  Committee  >  obtained  by  an  amendment,  which,  if  the  motion 
c^  Ways  aD;d. Means,  and  it  had   been  considered    to  lay  it  on   tbe  table  was  negatived,  he  would 

offer. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  oo  the  table 


cj  Ways  atid. Means,  and  it  had  been  considered 
^f?(irable.  with  a  view  to  modifications  in  the  sys- 
tjjcp,  to  obtaiii  an  account  of  the  amount  of  wool- 
lj|({  goods  aid  other  merchandise  imported.     To 


was  negatived — ayes  36. 
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Mr.  McKiM  then  mored  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  adding  to  it  the  following  words:  '"with 
'  a  view,  also,  to  extend  the  specific  duties  as  far 
*  as  practicable,  and  to  suggest  mch  improvements 
'  of  the  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  more 
'  efl'ectually  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  im- 
'  ports  and  tonnage."  The  latter  clause  he  had 
introduced  because  of  the  facility  to  smuggling, 
which  the  unrestricted  removal  of  foreign  goods 
from  one  port  to  another  now  afl'orded. 

Mr.  Ingham  objected  to  this  amendment  as 
going  to  limit  the  object  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  prevail.  As  the  resolu- 
tion now  stood,  It  was  left  perfectly  open,  ex- 
pressing no  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
The  amendment,  however,  went  to  express  an 
opinion,  which  the  House  could  not  be  prepared 
so  hastily  and  unadvisedly  to  decide  on.  All  that 
could  be  correctly  done  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  was  generally  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  subject. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  McKlm  was 
disagreed  to,  and  .Mr.  Ingham's  motion  then  pass- 
ed without  objection. 


Webnesday,  April  6. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Cheevers,"  with  amendments.  The 
Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "authorizing  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  marine  corps,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;'' also,  a  bill  '"directing  the  disposition  of 
money  paid  into  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates  ;" 
in  which  bills  and  amendments  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table: 

Rttolved,  That  the  following  rule  be  added  to  the 
rules  of  this  House :  "  That  no  amendment  by  way  of 
rider  be  received  to  any  bill  on  its  third  reading." 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Jennings,  of  Indiana,  ordered 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  de- 
fine more  explicitly  the  duties  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
ClaxtoD. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House 
yesterday  to  strike  out  the  word  "•  three"  and  in- 
sert "two"  as  tbe  compensation  to  be  allowed 
per  day  to  the  keeper  of  the  letter  and  stationery 
oflSce,  was  carried,  and  the  House,  by  a  vote  ol 
6S  to  49.  agreed  to  the  said  amendment. 

A  motion  was  made  further  to  amend  the  re- 
port; when  the  resolution  and  amendments  were, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EMB.\RGO. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  and  non-importa- 


tion acts,  and  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  specie. 

The  first  mentioned   bill  was  first  taken  up; 
and  the  first  section  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  (the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,) 
rose  to  speak  to  the  merits  of  the  bill.  In  order 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  measure  it  em- 
braced, he  said,  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  back  to 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  war  in  which  this 
nation  is  engaged.  It  was,  as  it  had  been  em- 
phatically and  correctly  stated,  a  war  for  Free 
Trade  and  Sailors'  Rights:  and  such,  Mr.  C. 
said,  must  be  the  character  of  every  war  in  which 
this  nation  is  engaged.  W'e  are  so  far  removed 
from  the  European  contest,  that  we  shall  never 
enter  into  the  struggles  for  continental  power  in 
that  quarter  of  the  world.  Not  that  we  should 
be  indifferent  spectators  of  the  events  in  Europe, 
because  the  changes  there  may  have  a  considera- 
ble bearing  on  the  affairs  and  interests  of  this 
country:  but  the  interest  we  feel  in  these  events 
is  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  make  us  a  pri- 
mary party  in  any  of  these  contests.  But  one 
circumstance  always  accompanying  the  Euro- 
pean struggles,  will  more  or  less  involve  the 
rights  of  this  country  in  them.  Of  such  a  char- 
acter is  the  British  commercial  or  maritime  policy, 
which  in  its  effect  tends  to  destroy  the  free  traae 
of  this  country  and  also  to  infringe  the  rights  of 
our  seamen.  In  this  point  of  view  it  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance  that  we  should  duly  reflect 
on  the  character  of  the  present  contest,  to  decide 
what  part  this  country  ought  to  act,  and  what 
principles  should  now  govern  our  conduct.  The 
policy  of  Britain,  which  is  to  contract  and  limit 
neutral  rights,  and  which,  if  not  resisted,  would 
annihilate  them,  will  always  have  a  strong  bear- 
ing on  the  United  States.  But  that  policy  will 
not  stop  here;  it  will  affect  the  interests  of  every 
country  in  Europe,  and  place  them  more  or  less 
on  the  side  of  this  country  in  resistance  to  the 
commercial  policy  of  England.  It  then  becomes 
a  matter  of  policy  to  unite  those  countries,  in- 
terested in  the  cause  of  free  trade,  in  the  struggle 
which  we  are  obliged  to  make  against  the  usur- 
pations of  our  enemy.  In  this  point  of  view  the 
most  liberal  and  generous  policy  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued by  us  as  to  the  other  Powers  of  Europe,  and 
particularly  to  the  great  Northern  Powers,  Swedea 
and  Russia.  But  it  might  be  said  our  past  meas- 
ures contradict  this  leading  principle  of  policy. 
.Mr.  C.  thought  not.  The  restrictive  system 
sprung  from  an  unusual  state  of  things  :  it  was  a 
pacific  policy,  arising  from  the  extraordinary  state 
of  the  world  at  the  time  we  embarked  in  it — and 
of  course  was  a  temporary  rather  than  a  perma- 
nent policy.  On  looking  back  to  its  origin,  gen- 
tlemen would  find  it  to  be  such  as  he  had  stated. 
It  originated  at  a  moment  when  every  Power 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  was  arrayed  against 
Great  Britain,  and  no  one  country  in  Europe  was 
then  interested  in  the  support  or  defence  of  neu- 
tral rights.  There  was  scarcely  a  port  in  Europe, 
which,  at  the  commencement  of  our  restrictive 
system,  was  not  occluded  to  British  commerce. 
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Ifi^it  state  of  thing?  the  United  Slates,  in  order 
loijoid  war,  not  haring  taken  the  resolution  at 
thit|time  lo  d'clare  war,  resorted  to  the  restrict- 
ivJji-ystera — resorted  to  it  because  the  extraordi- 
n^  state  of  the  European  world  presented  a 
pr^'-^^ect  tha^  (t»e  strong  pressure  of  ihis  system 
ar,«(ireat  Brit.iin  might  save  the  nation  from  a 
vA^into  which  we  have  since  been  reluctantly 
&'!*i|n.  Such  was  the  character  of  the  embargo 
to^jure,  originating  from  the  posture  of  the 
TV'5W  a'  thai  Jay.  when  it  was  resorted  to  with- 
ou3(he  prospect  of  its  producing  an  impression 
onfiny  neutral  Power — for  there  were  then  no 
ne^ials.  Gerttlemen  might  say,  that,  in  this 
vi'^  of  the  restrictive  system,  it  ought  to  have 
ter^nated  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
Ti^le  candid,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  was  his  opinion; 
anjj  jwhen  a  motion  was  made,  by  a  gentleman 
fro^  Massachusetts,  to  that  effect.  h<^  (Mr.  C.) 
haa)»dvocat^d  it  on  ihe  ground  that  ihe  restrict- 
olicy  was  opposed  to  war.  That  motion 
ot  successful,  but  it  was  rejected  by  a  ma- 
of  one  votCj^so  many  members  of  the  Re- 
can  party  agreeing  with  him  in  that  opinion 
most  to  have  carried  the  question  at  that 
tiiiii\.  But  vthy  was  the  system  not  then  termi- 
na'ejtJ?  The  reasons  would  be  obvious  to  all 
■wlr^  reverted  to  the  circumstances  of  that  time. 
T^ffslate  of  tlje  world  which  originally  induced 
tji»i  system,  wliich  gave  great  energy  to  it.  con- 
tjnjird  in  its  pristine  vigor.  All  Europe  was  still 
cic<?Kided  to  British  commerce;  the  war  between 
lii^'^ia  and  France  had  not  broken  out — Russia 
ha^  [not  then  ;jpened  her  ports  to  British  com- 
m^-'te.  This,  was  then  the  governing  motive 
■wb)<ih  preventjpd  the  repeal  of  that  system.  Had 
th»;  itate  of  tht;  world  then  been  what  it  now  is; 
lte.j!all  the  European  world,  France  excepted. 
bt'rSi*open  to  Blitish  commerce;  had  there  existed 
ne^iral  nation?  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  of 
v^<\|  great  po\i^er  and  influence;  Mr.  C.  said,  had 
lhi||siate  of  lyings  then  existed,  there  was  the 
striigest  reason  to  believe,  from  the  small  rainor- 
ii\Cagainst  tht  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
^ll-^achuselts  to  which  he  had  alluded,  the  re- 
stt^pjtive  systeiii  would  have  been  terminated  by 
thv/jvar.  As  lO  his  own  views  of  that  system. 
Jvff,iC.  said  li»' thought  it  ought  to  have  termina- 
tcXJa  war  earlier  than  it  did.  In  this  respect  he 
hr'Jsdtsagreeil  ^vith  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
CiT5f|ie  House:  with  whom  he  had  then  voted. 
TsJ«Jy  wished  geither  war  nor  restriction. 

tkjt,  said  M*.  C,  let  us  now  attend  to  the  pres- 
^t^  «ttate  of  the  world.  What  is  the  condition  of 
Eiftiland?  A;  between  us  and  Great  Britain, 
th^-*  are  ma,ny  nations  of  great  power  now  in  a 
n<f;|ral  conditii)n.  Russia,  Sweden,  all  Germany. 
I)^ftnark,  Rasua,  Spain,  for  even  she  may  be  con- 
sn  tJired  neutral — and  perhaps  Holland.  Under  the 
fr.^ie  change  in  the  circumstances  of  Europe. 
<j(i:l»t  not  the  restrictive  system  then  to  terminate? 
irjiibitably — indubitably,  he  said,  because  all  the 
fc||oas  whicb'justified  and  recommended  itscon- 
tii^ance  had  ctased.  It  was  originally  resorted  to 
flT^ii  speci6c  pleasure  ;  havmg  declared  war,  as  a 
wii  measure  i,.i  was  continued,  and  was  a  forcible 
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measure,  because  all   Europe  was  shut  against 
our  enemy.     All  Europe  being  now  open  to  her, 
that   reason   has   ceased.     Suppose   we   were   to 
persist  in  the  measure.     Does  any  one  believe  that 
England  will   feel   the  measure  as  she  did  when 
theContinent   was  shut?     Certainly  not.     But 
in  addition  to  that  consideration,  the  fact  is  that 
we  are  now  contending  for  free  trade,  and  ought 
to  propitiate  as  much  as  possible  every  nation 
which  has  the  same  interest  as  ourselves  in  its 
maintenance.     In  one  word,  it  is  our  interest  to 
attach  the  friendship  of  Russia,  Sweden,  Holland, 
Denmark,  and  of  all  nations  who  have  a  dt-ep  in- 
terest »n  free  trade,  to  the  cause  of  America.     Mr. 
C.  felt  a  strong  impression,  that  if  we  opened  our 
ports  to   them,  and   the  maritime  usurpations  of 
Great    Britain   continued,  they    would    in    time 
make  common  cause  with  America;  that  m  time 
their  weight  would  be  thrown  into  the  scale  with 
us  to  counteract  the  policy  of  Great  Britain,     It 
would   not   be  decorous  or  wise   for  the   United 
Stales,  standing   up  for  the   freedom  of  trade,  to 
pursue  a  course  of  policy  calculated   to  irritate 
those  nations  with  whom  we  may  have  common 
cause.     What  had  the  Emperor  of  Russia  said  in 
relation  to  our  war  with  Great  Britain,  when  ap- 
prized of  it?     He  had  expressed  his  solicitude  for 
trade  with  America,  and  regretted  that  our  differ- 
ence with  Great  Britain  would  interrupt  if.     This 
sentiment  he  had  expressed  at  the  moment  when 
all  France  and  her  allies  marched  against  him,  and 
he  did   not  know  how  soon  France  would   plant 
her  standard  in  his  capital.     The  sentiment  must 
have  still  greater  influence  with  him  now,  when 
his  enemy  is  repelled.     The  same  feeling  which 
governed  the  Emperor  of  Rusi^ia  in  this  respect 
must  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  govern  every  na- 
tion on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  whose  interests 
are  the  same.     In  the  proposition  which  had  been 
made  to  France  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  a  solici- 
tude had  been  evinced  on  this  subject,  which,  if 
this  country  shows  a  disposition   to  extend  the 
benefits  of  its  commerce  to  the  European  Conti- 
nent, must  have  weight  in  the  British  Cabinet. 
We  ought  never  to  forget,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  reason 
which  had  forced  us  into  war.     Anxious  to  main- 
tain our  neutral   position,  and   to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  neutral  trade,  we  Itad  fur  years  closed  our 
eyes  against   the   aggressions  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.    Sufferance  on  our  part  had  provoked  only 
further  injury,  which  had  forced   us  to  arms  id 
defence  ol   neutral  rights  and  free  trade.     Under 
this  view  of  the  subject,  he  hoped  this  committee 
would   duly  appreciate  the  necessity  of  concilia- 
ting those  nations  whose  interests  were  now  the 
same  as  ours,  with  whom  we  have  now  some 
trade,  and  in  fi'ture  may  expect  it  to  be  greatly 
extended.     But  it  might  be  said  England  would 
not    permit   this   trade.     To  what  situation,  Mr. 
C.  asked,  would  she  then  be  reduced  ?     To  an  al- 
ternative the  most  awkward  and  perplexing.     She 
must  either  keep  up  their  present  mere  cruising  or 
paper  blockade  of  our  seacoast,  to  prevent  the  en- 
trance of  those  neutrals,  or  modify  her  system  of 
paper  blockade  in  favor  of  all  neutrals.     Will  not 
a  persistance  in  her  present  illegitimate  blockade, 
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and  capture  at  sea  of  neutral  vessels  destined  for 
the  United  State*,  irritate  and  vex  those  nations, 
and  detach  them  from  the  cause  of  Great  Britain  ? 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  she   modifies  her   blockade 
in   their  favor.  Mr.  C.  said,  we   may  carry  on   a 
lucrative  trade  to    the  continent  of  Europe,  not 
beneficial   to   England,  but  very  much   so   to  the 
United  States.     The  very  option  which  will  thus 
be  presented  will  embarrass  the  British  Cabinet, 
and    have  a  stronger  tendency  to   produce  peace 
than  ten  years  continuance  of  the  present  system, 
when  the  prospect  of  its  producing  any  pressure 
has  become  so  very  faint.     Mr.  C.  said  he  would 
ask  of  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  House 
with   himself,  whether,  if  the  re.»trictive  system 
were  now  off.  there  would   be  ten  votes  in   the 
House  in  favor  of  putting  it  on  ?     He  contended 
there  would  not.     If  it  were  to  expire  on  the  lOth 
of  the  month,  would  there  be  ten  votes  in  favor  of 
its   renewal?     He   believed    not.     If  the   House 
would  in  neither  case  embrace  it  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, there  was  the  strongest   reason   to 
presume  that  in  its  judgment  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem is  not  now  operative  and  wise.     Wiiat  then. 
he  asked,  was  the  objeciion  to  repealing  it?    A 
regard   to  consistency.     He  knew,  he   said,  that 
regard  ought  always  to  be  had    to  that  valuable 
trail   in  Governments   or  men.     But   it  was  not 
the  duty  of  men  to  regulate  their  conduct  without 
any  regard   to  events.     True  wisdom  consists  in 
properly  adapting  your  conduct  to  circumstances. 
Two  things  may  change  our  conduct  in  any  par- 
ticular   point :  a  change  of  our  own   opinion,  or 
of  exterior  circumstances,  which  entirely  change 
the  reason  of  our  former  conduct.     Men  cannot 
always  go  straight  forward,  but  must  regard  the  ob- 
stacles which  impede  theircourse.     Inconsistency 
consists  in  a  change  of  conduct  when  there  is  no 
change  of  circumstances  which  justify  it.     Those 
who  adapt  their  conduct  to  a  change  of  circum- 
stances, act  not  consistently  but  otherwise.     They 
would  be  inconsistent  if  they  persisted  in  a  course 
of  measures  after   the   reasons  which  called  for 
them  had   so  changed   as  lo  require  a  course  di- 
rectly the  reverse.  "  Mr.  C.  said    he  respected  the 
firmness  of  many  friends  around   him,  because  it 
indicated  their  determination  to  persevere  in  any 
system  and  adhere  to  any  measure  which  they  be- 
lieved  the   interest   of  iheir  country  lo  require. 
But,  according  to  the  view  which  he  had   taken, 
he  did  not  view  such  a  persistance  in  the  restric- 
tive system  to  be  the  dictate  either  of  wisdom  or 
sound  policy.     There  were  many  other  observa- 
tions which  he  might  make  on  this  subject,  which 
he  should   at  present  forbear  to  urge.     As  to  the 
inanufacluring  interest,  in  regard  to  which  some 
fears  had  been  expressed,  the  resolution  voted  by 
the  House  yesterday  was  a  strong  pledge  that  it 
would  not  suffer  the  manufacturers  to  be  unpro- 
tected in  case  of  a  repeal  of  the  restrictive  system. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  at  all  times  and  under  every 
policy  ihey  would   be  protected  with  due  care. 
All  further  remarks  he  reserved  until  he  should 
hear  the  objections  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 


.Mr.  Chairman.  I  am  happy  to  be  present  at 
the  office  now  to  be  performed,  and  to  act  a  part 
in  the  funeral  ceremonies  of  what  has  usually 
been  called  the  restrictive  system. 

The  occasion.  I  think,  will  justify  a  temperate 
and  moderate  exultation  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have  constantly  opposed  this  system  of  politics, 
and  uniformly  foretold  its  miserable  end.  I  con- 
gratulate my  friends  on  this  triumph  of  their 
principles. 

They  have  not  labored  altogether  in  vain. 
The  vote  now  to  be  given  is  a  high  tribute  to  the 
correctness  of  their  opinions  and  the  consistency 
of  their  conduct.  At  the  same  time,  I  would  not 
refuse  condolence  lo  the  few  surviving  friends  to 
whose  affections  the  deceased  was  precious  ;  who 
are  overwhelmed  with  affliction  at  us  sudden  dis- 
solution, and  who  sorrow,  most  of  all,  that  they 
shall  see  its  face  no  more. 

The  system,  sir,  which  we  are  now  about  to 
explode,  is  likely  to  make  no  inconsiderable  fig- 
ure in  our  history.  It  constitutes  an  era  which 
will  be  memorable,  and  I  know  no  gentlemen 
who  may  indulge  stronger  hopes  of  being  remem- 
bered by  posterity  than  those  whose  names  have 
been  associated  with  its  introduction  and  sup- 
port. It  was  originally  offered  to  the  people  of 
this  country  as  a  kind  of  political  faith.  It  was 
to  be  believed,  not  examined.  They  were  to  act 
upon,  not  reason  about  it.  To  deliberate  was  to 
doubt,  and  to  doubt  was  heretical.  It  stood  upon 
the  trust  reposed  in  its  authors,  not  upon  any 
merit  which  could  be  discovered  in  itself.  It  was 
to  be  our  political  salvation,  nobody  knew  ex- 
actly how.  and  any  departure  from  it  would  lead 
to  political  ruin,  nobody  could  tell  exactly  why. 
All  that  the  eye  can  discern  in  it  appeared  to  be 
absurd  and  preposterous;  but  there  was  a  sup- 
posed hidden  character,  an  efficacy  unrevealed  to 
vulgar  sight,  by  which  it  would  answer  all  the 
great  ends  proposed  by  it,  and  manifest  its  supe- 
riority over  those  other  political  systems  which 
this  or  any  country  had  at  any  time  adopted. 
Having  assumed  the  nature  of  a  party  supersti- 
tion, it  set  all  reasoning  at  defiance,  and  held  the 
minds  of  a  vast  portion  of  the  community  in 
chains  difficult  to  be  broken.  The  more  so,  be- 
cause it  was  attended  with  a  severe  and  effica- 
cious discipline,  by  wliich  those  who  went  astray 
were  to  be  brought  to  repentance.  No  Saint  in 
the  Calendar  ever  had  a  set  of  followers  lesrf  at 
liberty,  or  less  disposed  to  indulge  troublesome 
inquiry,  than  some,  at  least,  of  those  on  whom 
this  system  depended  for  support. 

But.  as  in  other  cases,  there  were  those  who 
were  above  this  superstition,  and  who  directed 
and  controlled  it.  They  had  their  objects ;  and 
if  those  objects  have  not  been  obtained,  ihe  rea- 
son is  correctly  assigned  in  the  Message  before 
us — "  the  extensive  changes  which  have  recently 
taken  place."  The  true  character  of  this  system, 
and  of  the  purposes  intended  to  be  effected  by  it, 
will  hereafter  be  well  understood.  The  passion- 
ate excitement,  created  by  opposition  to  it,  so 
long  as  It  remained  the  favorite  measure  of  a 
predominant  party,  will  cease,  now  that  it  is  pass- 
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in^'Jifff  with  ge'^eral  consent,  and  the  sense  of  the    meant  by  co-operalion.     In  one  sense  he  himself 

conMiunity.  alMiberty  at   last  to  exercise  itself,    had  not  used  it,  and  now  denied  its  application.] 

wufTbe  able  to^see  it  in  the  true  light,  and  will        I  did  not  allude  particularly  to  the  speech  of 

Dot|:te  restraint'd  from  pronouncing  decisive  sen- i  the  honorable  gentleman  from   South  Carolina. 

tenj^^  of  conderiinalion.  '  I  said,  that  the  effect  to  be  expected  from  the  re- 

'»<e  opponciits   of  these   restrictive  measures    striclive  system  of  the  United   Stales  depended 

haX^  UDiforn)ly   contended,   not  only  lliat  they  {  on  the  operation  of  another  system,  to  which  ii 

wtiq  ruinous  to  ourselves,  and  almost  wholly  in-    was   appendant.     The   systems   of   France   and 

op«^i^tive  on  others,  but  that  they  did  not  spring  ^  America  were  intended   to  operate  against   the 

froiia  purely  American  policy.     This  was  the  '  same  Power,  at  the  same  time,  by  similar  meas- 

giilfx  ground  0^  their  opposition.     They  regarded  !  ures.  and  were,  in  some  degree,  mutually  depend- 

Ihcfistrictiv?  system  of  the  United  Slates  as  an    eut  on  each  other  for  success.     This  I  call  co- 

huiv.t)le   imitatjon  of  the  continental  system  of   operation.     If  France  succeeded  in  her  contest 

Fr;5i:e.  and  wh  a  measure  of  co-operation  with    with    England,    then    America    would    succeed. 

h»  r*4i'VcrnmeBt  in  iis  conilict  with  England.       '•  The  more  she  spread  desolation  and   ruin  over 

iTjwas  easy. "they  thought,  for  those  who  had  [  Europe,  the  more  our  hopes  of  success  to  our 

Doi||ielded  their  reasun  to  the  dominion  of  party    measures  were  brightened.   If  France  failed,  then 

fteljig,  to  5ei'   that  such  was  its  true  character.  •  America  would   lail   also.     Our    interests    were 

I  (if  inoi  inteni3.  on  this  occasion,  to  take  a  view  |  coming  to  be,  in  this  course  of  things,  identified 

of  ^iose  historical  coincidences  between  French  >  with  those  of  France.     It  was  ihe  direct  and  in- 

an,l  .American    measures   which    have   been   50  '  evitable  tendency  of  this  vicious  and  mischiev- 

ofui^  traced.    -The  commencement  of  the  conti-  |  ous  system  of  politics  to  make  a  common  cause 

ntviiil  system.; afier   the  subjugation  of  Prussia  1  between  the  two  Governments.     It  was  natural 

an^she  humiliiilion  of  Russia,  was  immediately  !  that  the  politicians  of  this  country  should  wish 

foffijwed  by  t'h^  American  embargo  of  1807  ;  and  1  success  to  their  own  measures.     This  necessarily 

if  >tje  were  to  ask  what  this  Government  could    led  them  to  desire  the  continuation  and  increase 

hi^^  contributed  more  than  it   has  contributed    of  the  already  overgrown  power  of  France;  be- 

toitrds  rendering  that  system  effectual,  it  would  1  cause  on  this  the  fate  of  their  own  measures  de- 

be;^'jfficult  to  find  an  answer.     From  the  nature  '  pended.     Without  considering  what  other  causes 

of.|4ings  thesp  restrictive  measures  would  have    existed,  leading  to  an  undue  preference  and   par- 

BO^^n porta nt  effect,  but   from   the  concurrence    tiality  for   that   Power,  which   have  so  warped 

will  the  mea-syres  of  other  Powers.     How  were  '  and  biassed  its  whole  system  of  foreign  relations, 

thA  to  affect   England  ?     By  denying  to  her  a  1  it  is  entirely  evident  that  the  restrictive  measures 

in.^ket  for  her  manufactures.     This,  it  was  said.  •  of  this  Government,  from  first  to  last,  were  of  a 

Wffijd  excite  discontent  among  the  people,  and    nature  to  associate  its  hopes,  its  wishes,  and  its 

ih.l  would  cctmpel  their  Government  to  do  us    supposed  interests  with  the  side  of  France.    This 

io^ice.     How' far  any  .such  consequence  could  I  is  ilie  charge  so  often  urged  against  the  course  of 

be'Jnped  for.  di'pended  on  the  portion  of  her  man-    Administraiion,  and    the   grounds  on   which   it 

ufjartures  wbi^h  found  a  market  in  this  country,    rests  are  now  no  longer  to  be  denied.     Their  sys- 

Tttic  was  not ;such  as  to  afford  rational  grounds    tem,  as  is  admitted,   was  adopted  when    every 

fojtuch  expe'Jialion.     It  is  a  high  estimate  to    Power  on   the  Coniineut   was   arrayed    against 

saA^i  that  one^welfih  part  of  the  whole  product'  England,  and   its  ports  shut   to   her   commerce. 

of  jBritish  m«'.oufaclures  finds  a  market  of  con- 1  The  final  abandonment   of  the  system   is   now 

)tion  in  tl,e  United  States.     Could  it  be  sup-    justified  on  the  ground  that  great  changes  have 

that,  by»  refusing  to  purchase  this  amount  ,  taken   place.     These  changes  are   neither   more 

comai(|dities,  we  could  coerce  her  to  com- i  nor  less  than  the  overthrow  of  French  power, 

pl^ivith  our  ifrms?     Would  the  loss  of  this  por- 1  and  the  deliverance  of  nations  long  oppressed  by 

tifir'of  their. oiarket  so  far  incense  the  people  of    its  bloody  and  barbarous  despotism.     How  un- 

Bi^ilaDd   that^  her  Government  would   be  com-  1  natural,  how  perverse,  how  radically  false  must 

p<>j(l|rd.  by  th*'  jorce  of  public  opinion,  to  abandon  1  be  a  system  ol  measures  which  has  opposed  our 

itiii»a?asures?;    How  could  such  an  expectation    interests  to  the  general  interests  of  mankind,  and 

b»^<*ji4ertainc(^  by  those  who  have  not  hesitated    reduced  us  to  that  miserable  condition,  that  unless 

tc^iprive  thHjpeople  of  this  country  of  the  whole  '  we  would  wish  to  see  the  measures  of  our  own 

mi^^et  for  tiijeir  exports,  and  cut  off  their  com-  '  Government  disconcerted  and   its  hopes  disap- 

mr  " 


i-ce  of  ev^i^  de.scriplion,  and  yet  imagine  that    pointed,  we  must  rejoice,  not  in  the  general  lib- 
ir  privalkc'os  will  be  borne  with  patience  and    erty  and  prosperity  of  nations,  but  in  the  progress 


vt 


of  successful  usurpation!  In  my  opinion,  sir,  no 
censure  is  too  severe  to  bestow  on  such  a  system 
of  politics.  Even  without  regard  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  Government  wiih  which  it  was  unit- 
ing us,  it  was,  in  its  own  nature,  radically  wrong 
and  reprehensible.  Its  direct  tendency  was  to 
gff|t  effect  on  tiie  interest  of  England,  it  might  |  diminish  our  own  independence,  and  our  self- 
yt'ttoniribute  to  that  end  bjr  ils  co-operation  with  respect,  and  to  lead  to  a  reliance  on  the  efforts 
t^etnieasurc.  of  her  European  enemy.  and  success  of  others  for  the  maintenance  of  our 

I^Mr.  CALuutN  here  asked  what  the  gentleman    own  rights.     It  was  connecting  us  most  danger- 


rt^^nation  ?  ,  No  such  expectation  was  enter- 
t*pgd.  It  was  impossible  it  should  be.  The 
Ir^t*  is  now- acknowledged.  This  system  de- 
p*^^ed  for  its  success  on  anolh*  and  a  mightier 
^:.4^'ni-  It  was  the  auxiliary,  and  not  the  princi- 
Noi  qa[)able.   of  itself,  of  producing  any 
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ously  with  the  affair.-^  of  foreign  nations,  and  ren-  I 
dering  us  liable  to  change  with  every  fluctuation  1 
of  power  and  politics  in  Europe.     If  this  system  I 
had   been  described    by  its  authors  at  first  intro- 
duction, as  it  is  now  described,  the  people  of  this 
country  would  not  have  endured  it.     If  they  had 
been  told  that  it  depended  for  support  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  French  power  over   the  Continent, 
and  that,  in  the  event  of  any  considerable  dimi- 
nution cf  that  power,  it  wouw^come  futile  and 
contemptible,  they  would  have  rejected   it  with 
scorn.     There   is,  I   trust,  in  the  community,  a 
sentiment  of  national  independence  which  would 
have  repelled  a  system  of  politics  founded  upon 
a  reliance  on  the  arm  of  another  nation  ;  and  I  ^ 
am  sure  there  is  a  sense  of  honor  and  humanity 
which  would  have  been  shocked  at  such  an  asso- 
ciation of  American  interests  with  the  most  prof- 
ligate, ruthless,  and    horrible    tyranny   that  has  : 
ever  been  exercised  over  any  portion  of  the  hu- 
man race. 

To  be  consistent  with  themselves  the  friends 
of  the    measures    now   pro|)Osed    to   be  repealed 
would  be  bound  to  re-enact  ihem  if  the  affairs  of 
Europe  should  again  change  their  aspect.     If  the 
armies  of  the  allies  should  be  repulsed  and  de- 
stroyed ;  if  Prussia  should  again  be  overrun.  Aus- 
tria compelled   to  make  her   peace,  and  Russia 
driven,  in  rout  and  ruin,  back  to  her  own  '"fright-  ^ 
ful  climate."  a  stale  of  things  will  again  exist 
favorable  to  our  experiments  of  commercial  re-  1 
strictions.     If   the    Emperor   of   France  should 
again  be  able  to  subdue,  or  to  humble  every  Power 
in  Europe  but  one.  then  will  be  the  time  for  our 
hitherto  favorite  policy  again  to  develope  itself, 
and  to  aid  in  the  last  labor  of  imperial  ambition,  j 
I  trust  that  no  such  stale  of  things  is  near,  and  ' 
that  Heaven,  in  its  wise  and  merciful  ordering  of 
events,  will  save   us  from   that  from  which  we 
have  seemed  hitherto  not  desirous  of  saving  our- 
selves.    I  hope,  also,  that  the  immense  losses  and 
sufferings  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  endured,  uselessly  endured,  under  the  oper- 
ations of  the  restrictive  system,  will    insure   a 
long  abhorrence  of  its  memory. 

By  the  sudden  abandonment  of  all  this  policy 
thousands  will  be  unavoidably  ruined,  as  other 
thousands  were  ruined  at  its  commencement.  In 
a  commercial  country  nothing  can  be  more  ob- 
jectionable than  frequent  and  violent  changes. 
The  concerns  of  private  busineiis  do  not  endure 
such  rude  shocks,  hut  with  extreme  inconvenience 
and  great  loss.  It  would  seem,  however,  thai 
there  is  a  class  of  politicians  to  whose  taste  all 
change  is  suited;  10  whom  whatever  is  unnatu- 
ral seems  wise,  and  all  that  is  violent  appears 
great.  If  great  and  sudden  changes  do  not  agree 
with  their  taste,  they  are.  at  least,  necessary  to 
their  system.  They  must  naturally  happen  in 
every  course  of  politics  that  consists  altogether 
in  shifts,  and  projects,  and  expedients.  There 
has  been,  for  some  of  the  last  years,  no  calcu- 
lating in  the  policy  of  the  Government.  No  man 
has  been  able  to  say  what  principles  would  gov- 
ern it  any  moment  beyond  the  present.  What 
has  made  it  worse  is,  that  the  standard  by  which 


some  of  its  leading  measures  now  seem  to  have 
been  governed  has  never  before  been  acknowl- 
edged. It  has  not  been  before  confessed  that 
they  depended  on  events  in  Europe.  On  the 
contrary,  we  have  been  a  thousand  times  told, 
that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  quarrels  of 
other  nations,  and  that  to  refer  to  any  such  cri- 
terion was  uncharitable  and  unjust.  Who  of  all 
the  supporters  of  non-importaiions  and  embar- 
goes, ever  yet  told  us  frankly  and  honestly  that 
they  would  all  be  abandoned  whenever  the  power 
of  France  should  be  crushed  ? 

Looking,  sir,  to  the  language  which  has  been 
holden,  to  the  votes  which  have  been  given,  and 
to  the  measures  wnich  have  been  adopted,  so  re- 
cently, who  could  have  imagined  that  any  Gov- 
ernment could  thus  suddenly  liave  abrogated  its 
whole  system  ?  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
session  we  received  the  Message  recommending 
an  universal  embargo,  and  more  rigorous  provis- 
ions for  enforcing  ttie  non-importation.  An  em- 
bargo law  was  accordingly  passed,  annihilating, 
at  one  blow,  all  the  trade  of  the  country,  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  containing  provisions  and  pen- 
altifs  without  example  in  the  legislation  of  this 
or  any  free  country.  In  pursuance  of  the  same 
policy,  and  further  to  enforce  the  system,  this 
House  has  since  passed  a  bill,  relative  to  trials 
in  the  Admiralty  Courts,  which  abolishes  ancient 
and  settled  usages  of  law,  and  introduces  novel 
and  inconvenient  regulations  in  their  stead.  We 
have  received,  also,  from  the  other  House,  an- 
other bill  making  still  further  provisions  for  a 
strict  and  unrelenting  execution  of  these  laws. 
So  essential  was  it  deemed  to  the  vital  interests 
of  the  country  to  prevent  all  importation  of  Brit- 
ish goods,  that  woollen  and  cotton  fabrics,  and 
spirits  distilled  from  cane,  were  to  be  excluded 
altogether,  come  from  what  quarter  they  might ; 
because,  as  they  were  u.«>ually  the  product  of  the 
enemy's  country,  their  neutral  character  might 
be  colorable  only,  and  false. 

It  was  but   liie  other  day  that  an    honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Wbight,)  who 
usually  Totes  with  the  majority,  moved  a  resolu- 
tion for  repealing  the  embargo,  but  failed  in  ob- 
taining from  the  House  the  favor  of  taking  his 
resolution   into  consideration.     As  little  success 
attended  a  resolution  subsequently  moved  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina.  (Mr.  Gas- 
ton.)    After  a  whole  day's  discussion,  the  House 
rejected  a  bill  granting  liberty  to  Paul  Cuffee  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  for  the  most  honorable  purpo- 
i  ses  of  charity  and   humanity,  because   it  would 
I  endanger  the  safety  of  the  country  by  violating 
j  the  embargo.    No  safe  provision  could  be  devised. 
I  no   adequate  security  could  be  given;  even  the 
'  discretion  of  the  President,  so  safe  to  the  people 
when   the  law  is  to  be  enforced,  was  not  to  be 
'  trusted  with  any  relaxation.    In  addition  to  these 
1  proofs  of  the  temper  of  the  Government,  legisla- 
'  live  and  other  addresses  have  been  presented  to 
!  us,  approving  the  measures  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  expressing  the  fullest  confidence  that  it 
would  adhere  to  its  system.     Yet.  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  in  a  moment — in  the  twinkling  of 
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pn  eye — thtj  whole  system  is  dissolved.  The  em- 
S«'r:.'o  act,  ^he  non-importation  act,  and  all  the 
rrj)wd  of  ajdditions  and  supplements,  together 
|»tth  all  the|r  garniture  of  messages,  reports,  and 
ft".^oIutioDs  iare  tumbling  undistinguished  into 
^tje  commo;!  grave.  But  yesterday,  this  policy 
l^id  a  tbou*i|nd  l"riends  and  supporters;  to-day,  it 
*s' fallen  ami  prostrate,  and  few  "so  poor  as  to  do 
It  rc'verencv.?' 

♦  .Sir,  a  Governmeni  which  cannot  administer 
fhtf  affairs  w  a  nation  without  producing  so  fre- 
^ent  and  ;s|ich  violent  alterations  in  the  ordi- 
j|)gry  occupHiions  and  pursuits  of  private  life, 
L*s.  in  my. opinion,  little  claim  to  the  regard  of 
Ijii!  community. 

•»  It  has  bepn  said  that  the  system  of  commercial 

frftriction  .yvas  favorable  to  domestic  manufac- 

|pres.  and  ibat  if  it   did  nothing  but  induce  the 

nabii  of  pjr'jviding  for  our  own   wants  by  our 

iwn  meanh^  it  would  deserve  to   be  esteemed  a 

i^ssiug.     Eiery  gentleman  may  remember  how 

^en,  and.liow  zealously,  this  consideration  has 

l^esn  urged  upon   us.     Those,  nevertheless,  who 

jritre  opposed  to  it,  and  who  thought  they  under- 

jk^od  Its  rtfaj  character  and  true  objects,  did  not 

efcitate  to  eiriediet  that  the  moment  any  supposed 

4icy  of  tpti  Government  required  it,  manufac- 

ires  woulij  pa  sacrificed  with  as  little  reluctance 

jrcommerfei  had  been. 

The    sarjye    unsparing   and    remorseless    hand 
'liich    haU    prostrated    the  one,  would   equally 
rostrate  iheother.  to  meet  any  new  exigency  of 
'X-Air^,  to  ojircrcome  present  financial  embarrass- 
ment, or  arrs,wer  any  purpose  of  temporary  expe- 
%,cncy.     Sbinethiog  is   indeed  said  in  the  Mes- 
§ige  in  relation  to  (he  continuance  of  the  double 
ftnlies  ■'  as  ^  more  effectual  safeguard  and  encour- 
li^ment  to,' cur  growing  manufactures." 
i^  Sir,  1  co!i^"ider  tlie  imposition  of  double  duties 
Kj'a  mere  ftaancial  measure.     Its  great  object  was 
vJr*ise  reyepue,  not  to  foster  manufactures, 
"^^  «U  is  a  p.irj  of  the  war  system  of  taxation.     As 
the  double;diities,  in  their  origin,  had  little  or  no 
J^eference  tp  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
<a  neither;v»ill   they  have  in   their  continuance. 
;»3p  soon  asithe  want  of  money  abates,  the  double 
'.itj|tles  will  cease,   and    this  "safeguard   to  our 
jjrjpwing  rafanufaciures"  be  heard  of  no  more. 
>^:  U  do  not  say  the  double  duties  ought  to  be  con- 
Oiued.     I  ;think   they  ought   not.     But  what  I 
virlicularlV  object  to,  is  the  holding  out  of  delu- 
-|irf  expeCvations  to   those  concerned  in   manu- 
J3ii;lures.     T/ie    proper  measure  is  undoubtedly  a 
iiw  regulalron  of  the  tariff  of  duties,  and  per- 
;4ps  an  increase  on  some  selected  articles.     To 
ii^uble  the:i|uties  on  all  articles  imported,  for  the 
ij^rpose  o|  Jencouraging  the  domestic  raanufac- 
n|re  of  sonfii'.  is  absurd  and   preposterous.     That 
ji^gar,  and  c  offee,  and  tea,  for  example,  should  be 
ilbject  to  Uus  increase  of  duties,  under  pretence 
i>i  encourag'ing  the  woolleo  and  cotton  raanufac- 
h^Tes  of  ihf  fiastera  States,  is  ridiculous.     I  trust 
|ap  man  engaged  in  manufactures  will  be  deceived 
?-y  It. 

^  rBut  whfitever  Government  intends  to  do  on 
;4io  subjei^t.  It  ought  to  be  frank  and  sincere.   Its 
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policy  ought  to  be  known,  and  if  it  has  not  a 
total  disregard  to  the  interests  of  the  community, 
It  ought  to  be  constant.  In  respect  to  manufac- 
tures, It  is  necessary  to  speak  with  some  precision. 

I  am  not,  generally  speaking,  their  enemy.  I 
am  their  fru-nd,  but  I  am  not  for  rearing  them,  or 
any  other  interest,  in  hot-beds.  I  would  not 
legislate  precipitately,  even  in  favor  of  them ; 
above  all,  I  woald  not  profess  intentions  in  rela- 
tion to  them  which  I  did  not  purpose  to  execute. 
I  feel  no  desire  to  push  the  capital  into  extensive 
manufactures  faster  than  the  general  progress  of 
our  wealth  and  population  propels  it. 

I  am  not  in  haste  to  see  Sheffields  and  Bir- 
minghams  in  America.  Until  the  population  of 
the  country  shall  be  greater  iu  proportion  to  its 
extent,  such  establishments  would  be  impracti- 
cable, if  attempted,  and  if  practicable,  they  would 
be  unwise. 

Whatever  manufactures  can  be  conducted  in 
the  household,  where  children  may  be  occupied 
under  parental  guardianship  and  protection,  are 
useful  in  the  highest  degree.  Many  others,  cot- 
ton and  woollens  for  instance,  of  which  the  ma- 
terial constituting  the  article  of  chief  value,  is  or 
may  be  the  produce  of  our  own  soil,  are  likewise 
worthy  of  protection  and  care.  But  of  those  pro- 
ducts of  which  the  chief  ingredient  is  the  labor 
bestowed,  which  can  be  made  profitable  only  by 
the  employment  of  vast  capital,  by  the  minutest 
division  and  subdivision  of  labor,  and  by  the  toil 
of  children  of  both  sexes,  drawn  together  in  great 
numbers,  and  put  out  of  sight  of  those  who  have 
a  natural  interest  in  the  preservation  of  their 
health  and  morals,  one  can  hardly  speak  in  terms 
of  so  decisive  approbation.  Habits  favorable  to 
good  morals  and  f^ree  Governments,  are  not  usu- 
ally most  successfully  cultivated  in  populous 
manufacturing  cities.  It  is  one  of  the  conse- 
quences of  such  employments  to  render  the  la- 
borer altogether  dependent  on  his  employer.  This 
arises  from  the  extent  to  which  the  division  of 
labor  is  carried  in  great  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. He  whose  occupation  it  has  been  for  his 
whole  life  to  perform  only  one  of  the  many  opera- 
tions necessary  to  the  production  of  asinglearticle, 
is  necessarily  among  the  most  dependent  of  human 
beings.  The  trite  example  of  the  number  of 
persons — sixteen  or  eighteen — who  have  all  their 
several  labors  and  operations  in  the  production  of 
a  common  brass  pin,  sufficiently  illustrates  my 
idea. 

One  of  these  laborers,  utterly  incapable  of  mak- 
ing and  carrying  to  the  market  on  his  own  ac- 
count the  smallest  entire  article,  is  necessarily  at 
the  mercy  of  the  capitalist  for  the  support  of 
himself  and  family.  Any  cause  which  deprives 
him  of  that  particular  occupation  for  which  only 
he  is  fit,  by  habit  and  education,  throws  him  a 
burden  on  society.  As  such  causes  must  occur 
often,  it  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  such  establish- 
ments that  hands  unemployed  or  ill  employed 
will  be  found  in  greatest  numbers. 

It  is  in  her  manufacturing  districts  that  Eng- 
land recruits  her  armies.  It  is  there,  principally, 
that  those  are  found  who  have  the  least  hold  on 
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society,  and  where  necessities,  or  where  habits, 
force  them  to  the  camp.  I  am  not  anxious  to 
accelerate  the  approach  of  the  period  when  the 
great  mass  of  American  labor  shall  not  find  its 
employment  in  the  field;  when  the  young  men 
of  the  country  shall  be  obliged  to  shut  their  eyes 
upon  external  nature,  upon  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  and  immerse  themselves  in  close  and 
unwholesome  work-shops;  when  they  shall  be 
obliged  to  shut  their  ears  to  the  bleatings  of  their 
own  flocks,  upon  their  own  hills,  and  to  the  voice 
of  the  lark  that  cheers  them  at  the  plough,  that 
they  may  open  them  in  dust,  and  smoke,  and 
steam,  to  the  perpetual  whirl  of  spools  and  spin- 
dles, and  the  grating  of  rasps  and  saws,  i  have 
made  these  remarks,  sir,  not  because  I  perceive 
any  immediate  danger  of  carrying  our  manufac- 
tures to  an  extensive  height,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  and  limiting  my  opinions,  and  of 
checking,  perhaps  a  little,  the  high-wrought  hopes 
of  some  who  seem  to  look  to  our  present  infant 
establishments  for  "more  than  their  nature  or 
their  state  can  bear." 

It  it  the  true  policy  of  Government  to  suffer  the 
different  pursuits  of  society  to  take  their  own 
course,  and  nut  to  give  excessive  bounties  or  en- 
couragements to  one  over  another.  This,  also, 
is  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  It  has  not. 
in  my  opinion,  conferred  on  the  Government  the 
power  of  changing  the  occupations  of  the  people 
of  different  States  and  sections,  and  of  forcing 
them  into  other  employments.  It  cannot  pro- 
hibit commerce  any  more  than  agriculture;  nor 
manufactures  any  more  than  commerce.  It  owes 
protection  to  all.  I  rejoice  that  commerce  is 
once  more  permitted  to  exist;  that  its  remnant, 
as  far  as  this  unblessed  war  will  allow,  may  yet 
again  visit  the  seas,  before  it  is  quite  forgotten 
that  we  have  been  a  commercial  people.  1  shall 
rejoice  still  further,  when  I  see  the  Government 
pursue  an  independent,  permanent,  and  steady 
system  of  national  politics;  when  it  shall  rely 
for  the  maintenance  of  rights  and  the  redress  of 
wrongs  on  the  strength  and  resources  of  our  own 
country,  and  break  off  all  measures  which  tend, 
in  any  degree,  to  connect  us  with  the  fortunes  of 
a  foreign  Power. 

When  Mr.  Webster  had  concluded,  the  Chair- 
man proceeded  to  read  the  second  section  ot  the 
hill. 

Mr.  McKiM.  of  Maryland  said,  he  had,  from 
the  presentation  of  this  bill,  been  of  opinion  that 
it  embraced  two  objects  which  ought  to  be  kept 
separate  and  distinct.  Besides,  some  gentlemen 
might  be  disposed  to  give  free  scope  to  the  industry 
and  enterprise  of  the  country,  who  were  averse 
to  a  repeal  of  the  prohibition  of  imposts.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  repealing  the  non-importation  acts. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  he  had  only  one  observa- 
tion to  make.  He  hoped  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  would  all  go  together;  that  they  would  all 
stand  or  all  fall. 

Without  debate,  the  motion    was   negatived. 
Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  made  two  succes- 
sive motions,  the  object  of  which  was  to  do  away 


all  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  shall  have 
been  incurred  under  the  acts  proposed  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

These  motions  were  supported  by  Mr.  Oaklet, 
and  Mes.srs.  Gaston.  King  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Ward,  on  the  ground  that  the  continuation  of 
prosecutions  and  collections  of  fines  and  forfeit- 
ures would  answer  no  end,  the  laws  being  re- 
pealed, but  to  enrich  inlormers.  without  produc- 
ing any  salutary  effect,  as  the  object  of  penalties 
was  not  to  avenge  but  to  deter  from  violation  of 
law.  (tc.  and  especially  in  cases  of  offences  which 
were  constituted  by  temporary  laws  ;  and  were 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Wright  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
Calhoun  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  ground  of 
necessity  of  enforcing  general  respect  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  laws  generally,  as  well  as  of  par- 
ticular statutes,  and  on  the  argument  that  the 
magnitude  and  evil  of  any  wanton  violation  of 
law  was  in  no  degree  lessened  by  the  repeal  of 
the  law  violated,  but  ought  tp  be  as  rigidly  pun- 
ished as  if  the  law  were  still  in  existence. 

The  proposed  amendments  were  negatived  ; 
the  first  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  second  by 
the  following  vote:  For  the  amendment  52, 
against  it  88. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  little  more  than  verbal, 
going  to  include  in  the  repeal  so  much  also  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  of  the 
products  of  British  territories  in  neutral  vessels. 
ifcc. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  bill  (which  is  recited 
below.)  If  he  understood  its  object,  it  was  to 
permit  a  commerce  to  be  carried  on  in  neutral 
vessels  from  which  our  own  vessels  were  shut 
up.  This  he  believed  to  be  contrary  to  the  true 
policy  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  motion.  It  was  ad- 
visable, he  said,  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep  our 
own  seamen  engaged  in  our  own  vessels  or  in 
our  marine. 

Mr.  Pickering,  of  Massachusetts,  advocated  the 
motion.  He  thought  the  section  might  produce 
much  inconvenience,  by  preventing  our  citizens 
from  going  out  to  bring  home  vessels  detained 
abroad,  and  but  little  benefit — because  the  low 
wages  given  by  neutrals  would  be  no  induce- 
ment to  our  seamen  to  leave  the  high  wages 
given  in  our  service. 

,Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion. If  the  bill  passed,  all  our  commerce  would 
be  carried  on  with  British  capital,  though  under 
neutral  colors;  and.  if  this  section  was  struck 
out,  besides  taking  the  carrying  trade,  the  British 
would  get  our  seamen  also. 

Mr.  MuRfREE,  of  North  Carolina,  supported 
the  motion,  principally  on  the  ground  of  the  dis- 
cretion given  to  the  collectors  as  to  passports, 
iSlc.,  and  the  difficulty  they  would  find  in  dis- 
criminating. This  section,  if  retained,  would 
prohibit  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  emigration, 
to  which  every  citizen  is  entitled,  and  was  so 
obnoxious  to  him,  that,  unless  it  were  struck  out, 
he  must  vote  against  the  bill. 
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2  \  Mr.  Oakley  moved  to  amend  the  third  section.  !  carried  on  by  the  employment  of  American  sea- 
l^hich  he  (considered  it  important  to  retain,  by  in-  men  ;  who,  if  the  bill  were  to  pass,  would  scud 
Sorting  in>ik  the  words  ''  during  the  continuance  to  sea  iu  foreign  vessels  as  rats  desert  a  sinking 
m^  the  waj  i»etweeri  the  United  States  and  Great    ship. 

phritain."  :  Thi<  motion  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  supported  his  mo- 

tL  A  moiicori  was  then  made  lo  strike  out  the  lat-  tion  on  the  ground  of  indulgence  to  our  seamen. 
5ter  clause'or  the  section,  which  goes  to  prohibit  He  said  that  the  argument  by  which  it  was  sup- 
^oeutral  vessels  from  taking  passengers  without  ported  savored  too  much  of  the  policy  now  about 
passports.!  ,  to  be  abandoned,  of  keeping  our  ships  and  seamen 

'  The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  on  '  at  home,  to  prevent  their  being  captured.     Since 
ihe  ground  ihat  this  clause  was  necessary  to  give    commerce  was  to  revive,    he  did   not  wish  to  re- 


:-tT>cacy  to  l^ie  preceding  part  of  the  section. 
The  motibn   to  strike  out   the  latter  clause  ot 
Mihe  third  section  was  negatived.     For  the  motion 
f^,  againsi  {t  81. 
%  ;  The  qursiion  then  recurred  on  striking  out  the 

trhole  of  ihe  third  section,  being,  as  amended,  in 
(le  follow^iig  words  : 
k  i  8«c.  3.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  no  foreign 
Slip  or  veOTfl,  during  the  present  war  between  the 
MiniteJ  Stat<*"»  and  (i»eat  Britain,  shaii  receive  a  clcar- 
jiijice,  or  be  j  -nnittcd  to  depart  frem  the  United  States, 
|«Cbose  officf  i<!  and  crew  shall  not  consist  wholly  of  the 
IfHizens  or  subjects  of  the  country  to  which  such  ship 


strain  our  gallant  seamen  from  partaking  in  its 
benefits. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  also  spoke  against 
striking  out  the  section,  taking  occasion,  however, 
positively  to  deny  that  our  gallant  seamen  were, 
as  Mr.  Potter  seemed  to  suppose,  rats  who  would 
desert  their  country  in  its  time  of  need. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  also  opposed  the 
striking  out  of  the  section;  although  he  did  not 
believe  the  provision  about  passports  would  have 
ibe  effect  attributed  to  it,  because  it  could  be  easily 
evaded.  The  whole  bill  would  have  the  effect 
to  throw  into  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  the  car- 


Voir  vessel  shaU  belong,  or  of  a  country  in  amity  with    rying  trade  of  the  world,  as  most  of  the  neutral 


, 


t.tSe  United  States ;  and  no  citizen  of  the  United 
|i%ates  shaU  ipe  permitted  to  depart  in  such  ship  or 
v^osel  withoi.t  a  passport  or  permission  therefor,  fur- 
^ti^hed  undfi.  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Presi- 
^«i^nt  of  the  United  States. 

f  ■  Mr.    PiT^iiN,   of  Connecticut,    advocated    the 

f^iiSotion  to  .^rike  dut  this  section,  the  provisions 

^J  which  hf  considered   impolitic,  if  not  uncon- 

"^  tiiutiooal.      It  was  contrary  to  the  interest  of 

r  own    people,   which    ceriainly   favored    the 

i«Covering  t)»)r  property,  during  war,  by  the  neu- 

ftral  Hag,  if  ;t  was  practicable.     The  section  pro- 

jVJsed  also  i'.)  deprive  the  seamen  of  the   United 

ijtates  of  i\,e  right  of  going  abroad,  and  would 


•Operate  in  t#ie  manner  of  impressment  by  forcibly     the  bill — 


vessels  would  be  British  bottoms,  and  navigated 
by  British  capital.  The  whole  system  of  licenses 
would  be  revived,  with  its  attendant  fraud  and 
collusion.  But  if  this  section  were  struck  out. 
even  our  own  seamen  would  be  made  subservient 
to  the  same  interests. 

The  question  on  striking  out  this  section  was 
negatived — for  the  motion  60,  against  it  80. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  section  by  substituting  for  the  word  "citizen," 
in  the  latter  clause  of  the  section,  the  words  "sea- 
man, being  a  citizen."  The  motion  was  negatived 
by  a  lar^e  majority. 

The  Corainittee  being  about  to  rise  and  report 


(|eiaining  t,iera  in  our  service  ;  and  would  also 
jffove  a  hardship  on  neutral  traders  as  well  as  on 
qur  own  citizens. 

:  Mr.  Fi^';,  of  Vermont,  said  that  though  he 
should  vo<e  for  this  whoie  bill  with  much  reluc- 
tunce.  forv;irious  reasons,  yet  if  this  section  were 

tricken  okiu  he  must  vote  against  the  bill.  He 
fijade  Q  ntjriiiber  of  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pit- 


Mr.  Calhodn  said  he  wished,  before  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire.  That  gentleman  had  said  that  a 
was  now  proved  that  the  policy  of  the  restrictive 
system  was  not^ruly  American.  If  the  gentle- 
man meant  that  the  continuance  of  that  system 
had  not  been  dictated   exclusively  by  a   sense  of 


IN.     He  id:;nied  vt  to  be  any  hardship  to  our  sea-    the  interests  of  this  country   as  affected    by  the 
awn    to  prescribe   the   regulations   under  which    state  of  other    Powers,    he   asserted    that    which 
|rtureign  vessels  should  enter  and  depart  from  our    materially  differed  from  the  fact.     If  the  gentle- 
man meant  that  it  had  grown  out  of  the  state  of 


^(jorts,  and   expressed   hi^  surprise  at   finding  the 

jjtentlemari  from  Connecticut  to  have  become  so 

'j^T  a  conv;ert   to  the  right  of  expatriation,  as  to 

^lieve  it  iiftconstitutional  or  objectionable  to  re- 

isjrict  our  citizens  from  going  abroad  during  war. 

flf  these  seamen  were  to  go  out  they  would  only 

r^ie  subjeci'to  capture  by  the  enemy,  and  increase 

^tjie  numbes  of  American   prisoners   now  io   his 

fcfiossessioni 

i  Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  also  opposed  the 
Viinotion  ft^  striking  out  the  section,  and  made 
X-^everal  appropriate  remarks  against  the  motion. 
•  It  this  sec^tion  were  stricken  out.  our  commerce 


I 

I- 

i 


the  world,  he  was  right.  The  system  most  indu- 
bitably grew  out  of  the  state  of  the  world.  The 
gentleman  had  not  made  the  discovery  he  ap- 
peared to  suppose;  because  this  circumstance  had 
been  repeatedly  avowed  and  never  concealed. 
The  gentleman  had  said  that  our  measures  should 
not  be  governed  by  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe ; 
that  it  was  our  true  policy  to  be  independent  of 
her;  in  other  words,  that  no  man  was  fit  to  be  a 
statesman  who  knew  anything  of  England,  of 
Russia,  or  of  any  other  Power  of  Europe.  Mr. 
C.  .said,  that  while  he  admitted  we  ought  not  to 
would  noCGnly  be  carried  on  with  the  capital  and  |  form  "  entangling  alliances"  with  other  Powers, 
to  the  prt{fit  of  British  merchants,  but  would  be  |  yet  not  to  regulate  our  conduct  in  relation  to  com- 

t     .  ' 
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mercial  matters  by  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  '  benefit ;  she  would  have  kept  on  monopolizing 
would  be  a  cour>-e  of  policy  imprudent  and  un-  and  monopolizing,  until  not  only  our  carrying 
wise.  Every  measure  adopted  in  respect  to  for-  trade,  but  our  direct  trade,  and  even  our  coasting 
eien  commerce  must  be  predicated  on  a  knowledge  trade  would  have  been  destroyed.  We  hadcom- 
of  the  state  of  Europe.  If  not,  v/e  had  better  at  raenced  resistance  by  the  restrictive  system.  It 
once  adopt  the  terrapin  policy  gentlemen  have  so 


would  have  been  wiser.  Mr.  C.  said,  in  his  opin- 
ion, if  we  had  began  with  war.  and  if  he  had  then 
been  a  member  of  this  House  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred that  course.  That  the  two  systems  of  war 
and  restriction  were  consistent  with  each  other 
was  all  that  he  contended  for.  We  were  now, 
he  said,  in  pursuit  of  the  good  old  policy  to  which 
we  have  been  compelled  to  resort,  of  resisting  by 
war  the  maritime  oppressions  of  Britain,  which 
began  with  the  rule  of  '56,  and  gained  strength 
in  the  power  and  ambition  with  which  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Chatham  inspired  ihe  councils  of 
England.     It  had  continued  growing  until  it  had 


much  reprobated,  and  have  not  a  cock-boat  or  sail 
on  the  ocean.  The  whole  fallacy  of  the  gentle- 
man's argument  (saiil  Mr.  C.)  consists  in  this  : 
the  gentleman  considers  our  measures  as  co-ope- 
rating with  those  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  and 
desires  to  produce  the  impression  that  we  have 
common  views  and  the  same  object  with  France. 
Such  is  not  the  fact.  But  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  pursuit  of  their  own  interest,  have 
a  right  to  seize  on  circumstances,  however  pro- 
duced, whether  by  England.  France,  or  Russia, 
and  suit  their  commercial  policy  thereto.     This 

was  a  position  which  Mr.  C.  said' he  should  never  compelled  this  country  to  leave  the  sweets  and 
renounce;  and  he  thought  no  man  who  should  ea.se  of  neutrality  to  encounter  the  hazards  and 
deliberatelyconsiderthesubject  would  differ  from  hardships  of  war.  What  would  be  lostbygivin? 
him  in  opinion.  In  this  point  of  view  we  have  up  the  restrictive  system,  Mr.  C.  said,  would  be 
co-operated  with  France;  we  have  seized  on  pass-  made  up  by  increased  vigor  to  the  war.  We 
ing  events,  and  adopted  measures  applicable  to  should  still  be  able  to  coerce  the  enemy  ;  we  could 
the  circumstances  of  the  times  and  adapted  to  the    still  act  and  act  more  strongly  on  his  provinces; 

we  could  commit  depredations  on  his  commerce 
by  our  privateers;  and  the  very  circumstance  of 
war  eii.sting  with  Great  Britain,  together  with 
the  operation  of  the  double  duties,  would  still  re- 
tain, as  to  her.  two-thirds  of  the  commercial  re- 
strictions which  now  exist.  I  hope  (said  Mr.  C.) 
the  gentleman  will  not  assert  that  this  House  or 
the  Government  has  co-operated  in  the  views  of 
France.  I  hope  the  gentleman  believes  us  to  be 
too  honorable  men  for  that,  and  that  we  stand  on 
American  ground.  History  will  view  the  con- 
duct of  this  Government  in  that  light;  and  will 
record   that  we   acted   by  ourselves,  unconnected 


policy  of  the  country.  Whatever  there  may  be 
criminal  or  foreign  in  such  policy.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  would  readily  assume.  As  to  the  stale  charge 
of  French  intiuence,  again  insinuated  at  this  day, 
be  could  not  be  expected  to  notice  it ;  he  detested 
and  contemned  it.  It  was  ridiculous ;  it  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  or  any  other  question  in  this 
House,  or  with  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
The  object  of  the  Government  had  been  to  con- 
trol the  maritime  and  commercial  policy  of  the 
enemy;  in  this  respect,  the  war  and  the  restrict- 
ive system  were  identifieJ  ;  they  were  merely 
different   means  of  asserting   the   same   end,   the 


noble   end  of  the   liberty  of  the  seas,    free  trade    and  uncontrolled  by  any  foreign  nation. 

and  sailors"  rights.     Whether  the  one  or  the  oth-        Mr.  Webster  said,  although  ihegenileraan  was 

er  should    be   pursued,  or   both,  was  a    matter  of    very  willing  to  part  with  this  restrictive  system, 

election,  lo  be  decided  by  the  exercise  of  a  sound  -•    •  ' 

discretion.  No  imputation  of  improper  foreign 
influence  can  be  sustained  against  the  Govern- 
ment for  seizing  on  circumstances  arising  from 
the  state  of  either  France  or  England  to  adapt 
our  measures  accordingly.  Even  England  reg- 
ulates her  conduct  by  that  of  France.  And  when 
nations  regulate  their  policy  by  thecircumstances 
of  their  enemies,  might  not  we,  whilst  neutrals, 
regulate  our  conduct  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  belligerents?     The  restrictive sys- 


it  was  very  natural  that  he  should  feel  for  it  some- 
thing like  the  feeling  for  a  departed  friend,  and 
should  desire  to  make  it  appear  respectable  when 
near  its  end.  He  now  rose  lo  correct  an  impres- 
sion his  former  remarks  appeared  to  have  made 
on  the  gentleman's  mind.  The  great  objection 
which  he  had  before  offered  to  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem was.  that  it  was  a  measure  which  for  its  suc- 
cess depended  on  the  course  of  events  in  foreign 
nations.  He  had  made  no  observation  as  to  mo- 
tives; the   occasion  did  not  call  fur  it;  but   he 


tern  and  this  war  have  a  common  policy — to  contended  that  the  system  about  to  be  abolished 
maintain  our  rights  and  compel  the  enemy  to  re-  was  a  system  of  false  policy  altogether ;  in  other 
spect  our  just  claims.  It  was  believed  by  politi-  words,  that  -'the  good  old-fashioned  policy"'  was 
cians  on  all  sides  tiiat.  owing  to  the  situation  of  ,  that  from  which  we  should  never  iiave  departed, 
the  world,  the  restrictive  system  was  one  which  We  ought  to  have  asserted  our  rights  by  our  own 
had,  prior  to  the  war,  saved  our  commerce  from  strength,  and  not,  even  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
foreign  control  and  subjection,  which  had  pre-  ing  a  great  object,  have  resorted  to  a  course  of 
vented  us  from  being  in  fact  recolonized.  Sup-  measures  which  must  be  inoperative;  we  ought 
pose  the  policy  of  the  gentleman  had  been  pursued,  to  rely  for  the  maintenance  of  our  rights  and  re 
and  we  liad  forgotten  Europe,  and    been  mdiffer-  dress  of  our  wrongs  on  our  own  power,  and  no 


not 


ent  to  British  exactions  and  oppressions.     What  :  adopt  a   policy  depending  on  others  to  make  it 
would   have   been   the   result?     Our  commerce  >  efficient.     Of  late  our  policy  had  been  so  waver- 


would  have  been    placed   under  the  direction  of 
England  ;  it  would  have  been  carried  on  for  her 


ing,  one  day  voting  this  system  good,  another  day 
bad,  that  our  acts  and  statutes  frown  at  each  other 
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.^ij  record  m  the  most  positive  spirit  of  contradic- 

t^|Mr.  WUiKjHT.  of  Maryland,  in  a  few  words  ex- 
)^'(ained  hi:«;ideasof  the  embargo.  He  had  be- 
jiVved  it  a  wise  measure,  and  had  supported  it. 
■^ioi  the  circumstances  of  Europe  had  essentially 
"ifbanged,  aod  with  them  the  grounds  of  the  meas- 
^>e.  Of  sOJ^h  changes  it  was  right  for  the  Ad- 
^ioisiration  to  take  advantage;  and  he  believed 
4lie  Execuiive  had,  m  recommending  its  repeal 
i^(/Con^re^s,  no  more  than  done  its  duly, 
^plr.  WaUAM  Reed  spoke  as  follows: — 
■^^iSVIr.  Chair*Tian :  On  no  occasion,  since  I  have 
JBjjfd  the  hopor  of  a  seat  in  thi>  Hou!>e — which  has 
\^a  during  the  period  of  thai  awful  transition  of 
^ir  country,  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings 


these  changes  are — Russia  and  Sweden  in  the 
North,  and  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  South  of 
Europe,  are  the  same.  Denmark,  Holland,  all 
Germany,  and  Italy,  have,  indeed,  changed,  from 
the  paramount  influence  of  France,  our  ally,  to 
the  same  degree  of  influence  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land, our  enemy.  How  these  changes  are  con- 
sidered favorable  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discern.  France 
has  also  changed  her  altitude,  but  it  alters  not 
her  relative  situation  with  this  country,  unles.s 
we  connect  this  expiring  system  with  the  Con- 
tinental system  of  Bonaparte,  now  exploding  with 
the  allies;  which  1  presume  is  not  intended  by 
the  friends  v(  this  bill.  Therefore,  sir.  as  I  can- 
not trace  the  reasons  assigned  to  any  tenable  ba- 
sis, I  am  constrained  to  attribute  this  bill  rather 
itif:  peace  aid  prosperity,  in  a  degree  unexampled     to  the  financial  necessities  of  the  day.  than  a  cor- 


rti'  the  hisl(iry  of  the  world,  to  those  scenes  of  im- 
ftiiile,  wasitful.  disastrous,  and  distressing  war. 
ifiAi  have  >(vilhin  this  short  period  passed  before 
}y^  and  need  not  now  be  repeated  ;  and  which. 
(%t  for  the  brilliant  successes  of  our  little  navy 


rection  of  theory  on  the  subject  of  commercial 
regulation>.  Indeed,  sir,  I  tremble,  lest  the  only 
benefit  I  had  ever  anticipated  for  the  immense 
sacrifices  on  this  experiment,  viz.:  a  practical  de- 
monstration of  the  axiom  ''that  interested  indi- 


,^at  preciyiis  relic  of  better  days.)  would  have  viduals  are  the  best  judges  of  their  own  nflairs, 
^d'ok  the  nriifid  of  overy  patriot  in  the  slough  of  and  that  much  legislation  ever  distracts  and  de- 
io«pair — have  I  been  called  to  act  on  any  propo-  stroys  commerce."'  which  requires  only  the  aid 
otion  of  n»ore  doubtful  expediency  than  is  em-  ,  of  steady  laws  for  its  protection,  is  about  to  be 
^flced  by  the  bill  now  before  us.  i  lost  by  a  premature  relinquishment  of  it.      Lest, 

tlf  {i  has  been  no  small  relief  to  my  mind,  that  the     however,  I  should  be  misunderstood  in  the  argu- 
listaken    policy   of  converting  the  resources  of    ment  I  shall  presently  urge  against  the  expedi- 
r  Country,  in  the  unrestrained  enterprise  of  our    ency  of  repealing  the.se  laws  at  this  moment — as 
tizens.  in»o  the   weapons  of  offensive  and  de-  '  having  changed  my  views  of  their  real  character 

—  I  beg  leave  here  to  remark,  that  the  impres- 
sions, which  at  the  fir.-t  resort  to  them  were  made 
upon  my  mind,  have  since  been  too  strongly  con- 
firmed by  their  ruinous  ''onsequences  on  our 
country  generally,  as  well  as  on  the  State  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  ever  to  be  efliaced,  and,  es- 
pecially so,  on  most  of  my  fellow-citizens  de- 
pendent on  the  operations  of  commerce,  whose 
distresses  have  long  since  sickened  me  to  loath- 
ing of  everything  like  commercial  restrictions. 

Yet,  sir.  while  I  feel  this  conviction  so  deeply. 
I  cannot  overlook  the  great  number  of  respectable 


►osive  war.  by  res-trictions  as  impolitic  as  un- 
yitural.  would  find  its  grave  in  the  consequences 
|t  would  io(;vitably  bring  down  upon  its  authors; 
Hrb"i  while  ihey  hold  the  responsible  station  of 
^Tiding  on  ilie  whirlwind,  and  directing  the  storm 
^t'  war"  tl|ey  have  raised,  must  be  taught  from 
Pcperience.]  generally  a  dear  school,  those  im- 
f^ssive  le:*sf)ns.  which  were  urged  with  so  much 
^^Jisibility  by  that  unfortunate  but  unheeded  class 
»t-  men,  (the  merchants.)  whose  interest  anlici- 
^led  so  justly  their  impolicy  and  inefficacy; 
•4ivT   can    I   withhold   entirely   the    expression  of 


^ose  feelii^gs  of  honest  triumph — sir,  I  mean  not    men,  in  and  out  of  tins  House,  whose  influence 


4Hentatiou«  boasting — at  the  dawn  of  that  day 
V^ich  is  iq  consign  the  last  relic  of  a  visionary 
^nd  rumouj  policy  to  the  tomb  of  •all  theCapu- 
^is.^^  And  did  it  appear  to  me,  sir.  said  Mr.  R., 
t^at  more  ^han  the  dawn  of  this  glorious  day  had 
rived,  and    that    it    had    reached    its   meridian 


has  so  long  predominated  in  the  councils  of  this 
nation,  that  are  not  yet  satisfied  with  the  experi- 
ment. I  am  disinclined  to  its  removal  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  correction  of  the  public  mind  is 
in  rapid  progression,  and  when  a  short  time,  with- 
,  out  any  new  sacrifice,  will  so  far  cleanse  the  body 

eodor,  Ijsliould  have  felt  much  less,  if  at  all,  i  politic,  as  to  leave  no  further  hopes  to  the  expe- 
l^itf  necessity  which  now  compels  me  reluctant-    dienls  of  quackery. 

ijf  to  abanion  the  course  I  have  generally  pur-  Convinced,  too.  as  I  am,  sir.  that  a  firm  adher- 
sued,  of  gi\^ingasilent  vote  on  the  passage  of  this  ence  to  a  favorite  policy,  until  satisfied  of  its  true 
UiU.  But.  iir,  when  I  find  in  the  Message  of  the  character,  is  not  less  an  evidence  of  integrity  in 
president,  iecoramending  this  new  course  of  pol-  one  class  than  its  abandonment  by  others,^^©  its 
tff,  and  laihe  concurrent  raport  which  has  been  \  former  friends,  [  do  expect  that  a  short  time  will 


jjssented  by  the  eloquent  chairman  of  the  Com- 

ittee  of  I'orei^n  Relations,  and  also  in  the  ar- 

[ument  wh<ich  ne  has  urged  to  this  committee  for 

ki'ie  adoption  of  this  bill,  no  other  reason  assigned 

''^ut   the    late  changes   in    the  circumstances   of 

.Vieadly  European  Powers;   changes   which,  as  i  dence 

\r  as  I  hav'e  been  able  to  ascertain,  are  in  every 

Jase  unfav  )rable  to  the  extension  of  American 

^mmerce.     Let  us  briefly  examine,  sir.  what 


number  all  those  who  now  adhere  to  it  with  the 
majority  ;  whom  I  expect,  on  the  final  passage  of 
this  bill,  to  renounce,  with  genuine  magnanimity, 
their  once  plighted  faith.  The  conviction  that  in 
lowly  made,  is  not  the  less  deserving  of  confi- 
Therefore.  as  in  time  of  war  with  a  great 
naval  Power  that  blockades  our  whole  coast,  no- 
thing more  will  be  permitted  to  pass  the  enemy 
but  what  suits  his  own  convenience,  no  essential 
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relief  can   be  given   to   the  suffering  citizens  of' asked,   what    has    England    attempted,  that  our 


this  country.  With  all  my  convictions  against 
the  policy,  I  would  rather  endure  a  little  longer 
than  hazard  so  much  by  its  repeal  at  this  time. 

But.  sir.  the  half  is  not  told  you  ;  and  had  ii 
been  the  embargo  only  that  wa^  afl'ected  by  this 
bill,  the  advaniagfs  to  ari>e  from  the  return  of 
our  coasting  trade  unshackled,  and  the  comforts 
of  our  citizens,  relieved  from  the  pestering  group 
of  official  pimps  and  informers,  would  have  com- 
pensated for  the  repeal  of  that  act  alone,  was  it 
not  connected  with  other  very  important  consid- 
erations, and  would  also  have  saved  me  the  pain 
of  separation  from  my  political  Iriends  on  ihis 
question  ;  with  whom  ii  is  my  pride  and  happiness 
generally  to  act,  and  whose  candor  and  charity  1 
solicit  on  this  occasion.  Differing  from  whom,  no- 
thing but  the  responsibility  of  my  station,  and  the 
firm  conviction  of  my  own  judgment,  could  sustam 


measures  for  years  past  have  not  assisted  her  to 
accomplish?  We  complained  that  she  dreaded  us 
as  rivals,  and  modestly  retired,  under  an  embargo 
of  eighteen  months,  to  husband  our  resources, 
and,  by  our  state  of  war.  have  thrown  into  her 
hands  the  commerce  of  the  world  ;  and  lest  this 
should  not  satisfy  her,  we  now  propose  to  add 
thereto  the  trade  of  this  country,  with  every  fa- 
cility in  our  power  to  give,  for  its  accomplish- 
ment. What  more  can  we  do?  What  induce- 
ment can  we  hold  out  to  her  for  peace  with  us  ? 
I  know  of  none.  Indeed,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  the 
pledge  of  interminable  war,  unless  our  enemy,  in 
pity  to  the  good  people  of  this  country,  shall  grant 
us  peace  in  defiance  of  their  own  interest.  And 
when,  in  addition  to  all  this,  they  have  tried  the 
benefits  of  that  trade,  which,  in  the  hands  of  the 
citizens  of  this  country,  yielded,  in  freight  only, 


me  in  voting  aguinst 


a  measure  w 


by  them,  and  I  should  rejoice  to  have  it  so  prove, 
as  the  precursor  of  that  millenium  in  the  political 
and  commercial  world  we  have  so  long  and  ar- 
dently desired. 

Sir,  I  have  before  alluded  to  other  considera- 
tions that  have  still  greater  weight  on  my  mind, 
than  merely  the  danger  of  recurring,  at  a  future 
day,  to  the  embargo  policy.  I  will  proceed  briefly 
to  state  them,  and,  in  doing  this,  I  shall  attempt 
little  more  than  an  examination  of  the  natural 
efl"ects  of  our  relative  situation  with  the  enemy, 
under  the  repeal  now  contemplated. 


hich  is  hailed    the  annual  value  of  more  than  thirty  millions  of 


dollars.  I  can  see  in  it  only  a  bonus  to  the  enemy 
to  continue  the  war,  until  they  get  our  last  dollar, 
and  the  last  timber  of  our  ships  shall  rot  at  the 
wharves. 

These  reasons  are  sufficient,  sir,  to  induce  me 
to  vote  against  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  urge 
this  Committee  not  to  adopt  a  measure  fraught 
with  such  important  consequences,  but  to  wait 
until  we  shall  hear  from  our  Ministers  of  peace 
at  Goltenburg,  which  we  all  hope  will  release  our 
country  of  its  greatest  curse — this  war  ;  when  we 
may  hope  to  avoid  not  only  these  serious  evils, 


It  IS  a  fact  well  known,  and  is  shown  by  the  i  but  with  them,  too,  the  disgrace  that  inevitably 
reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that,  i  attaches  to  any  Government  pursuing  a  policy  so 
in  times  of  peace  and  free  trade,  our  exportations  '  vacillating  as  we  shall  by  passing  this  bill.  I 
to  England  fell  several  millions  annually  short  of  must  beg  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  while  I 
our  imports  of  her  manufactures;  the  balance  of  call  their  attention  to  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
which  was  supplied  from  the  excess  of  our  ex-    dent  on  the  20ih  July,  1813.     It  is  as  follows: 


ports  to  the  Continent.  It  is  also  true,  that  since 
the  enactment  of  the  non-importation  act  against 
England  only,  that  is.  since  the  Proclamation  of 
the  President,  of  the  2d  November,  1810,  exchange 
has  steadily  been  m  favor  of  this  country,  from 
six  to  twenty  per  cent.  This  is  stated  to  show 
what  must  be  the  natural  and  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  opening  our  ports  for  the  unrestrained 
importation  of  her  manufactures,  which  it  will  be 
for  her  interest  to  encourage.  Is  it  not  obvious, 
that  while  under  the  neutral  flag  (ai  this  time 
another  term  for  her  own,  whitewashed)  they 
will  permit  the  export,  under  the  general  blockade, 
only  of  such  raw  materials  as  may  supply  their 
own  wants,  and  nothing  for  your  benefit;  and  that 
the  consequence  must  be  the  draining,  to  the  last 
dollar,  the  rpecie  of  this  country  in  payment  ol 
the  balance  for  their  manufactures  ?  It  is  unavoid- 
able. I  am  aware,  sir,  that  I  shall  be  answered, 
that  we  have  on  our  table  a  bill  to  prevcjt  the  ex- 


"  There  being  aufficient  ground  to  infer  that  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  enemy  to  combine  with  the  blockade  of 
our  porta  8pecial  Ucencea  to  neutral  vessels,  or  to  Brit- 
ish veaxels  in  neutral  disguises,  whereby  they  may 
draw  from  our  country  the  precise  kind  and  quantity 
of  exports  essential  to  their  wants,  whUst  its  general 
commerce  remains  unobstructed  ;  keeping  in  view  also 
the  insidious  discriminations  between  different  ports  in 
the  United  States;  and  as  such  a  system,  if  not  coun- 
teracted, will  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  very  ma- 
terially the  pressure  of  the  war  on  the  enemy,  and  en- 
couraging a  perseverance  in  it,  at  the  same  time  it  wUl 
leave  the  general  commerce  of  the  United  States  under 
all  the  pressure  the  enemy  can  impose,  thus  subject- 
ing the  whole  to  British  monopoly,  I  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expediency  of  an 
immediate  and  effectual  prohibition  of  exports,  limited 
to  a  convenient  day  in  their  next  session,  removable, 
in  the  meantime,  in  the  event  of  a  cessation  of  the 
blockade  of  our  ports." 

With  your   leave,  sir.  I  will  finish  reading  the 


portation  of  specie.    But  this  does  not  satisfy  me;  j  few  authorities  I  feel  constrained  to  bring  to  the 


until  the  nature  of  man  is  changed,  it  cannot  be 
executed.  It  is  but  a  remnant  of  this  restrictive 
policy,  and  an  awkward  apology  for  its  abandon- 
ment, when,  from  its  former  friends,  none  is  ne- 
cessary. 

We    have    for  years   been    stunned    with    the 


attention  of  the  House  on  this  occasion.  The 
next  is  the  Message  of  the  9th  December  last,  of 
which  I  shall  only  read  the  two  first  and  the  last 
paragraphs,  viz: 

"  The  tendency  of  our  commercial  and  navigation 
laws,   in   the   present  state,  to  favor  the  enemy,  and 


clamor  of  British  monopoly.     May  it  not  now  be  I  thereby  prolong  the  war,  is  more  and  more  developed 
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IT^experienfr.  Supplies  of  the  mo»t  esiential  kinda 
,^trtd  their  wti\ ,  not  only  to  British  ports  and  armies  at 
.»*i  llistance,  ^uj  the  armies  in  our  neighl>orhood,  with 
rviich  our  oN*  ii  are  contending,  derive  from  our  ports 
frfi  outlets  ii  subsistence  attain;ib!e  with  difficulty,  if 
ajjall,  from  »ther  tsources.  Kven  the  fleets  and  troops 
^{esting  ouir  coasts  and  waters  are,  by  like  supplies, 
'.Ji^s^nimodatvd  and  encouraged  in  their  predatory  and 
iiiiiursivc  wi^rfare.'' 

» •  ''Abuses  having  a  like  tendency  take  place  in  our 
iprport  tradt;.  British  fabric*  and  products  find  their 
^ity  into  ouf  ports,  under  the  name  and  from  the  ports 
(JT  other  countries;  and  often  in   British  vessels  dis- 

Iji?cd  as  neutrals,  by  false  colors  and  papers." 
"  To  shorten,  as  much  as  possible,  the  duration  of 
^  war,  it  ia  uidispensabie  that  the  enemy  should  feel 
ill'  the  pressujrc  that  can  be  given  to  it ;  and  the  re- 
ik-taints  having  that  tendency  will  be  borne  with  the 
^^ter  cheer.'ulnesti  by  all  good  citizens,  as  the  re- 
tjii^ints  williatfect  th^se  most  who   are   most  ready  to 


in  our  own,  service.  As  to  the  manufacturing 
interest,  it  could  not  be  considered  as  disregarded, 
when  lliere  existed  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
invoice  duty  of  forei2[n  goods.  If  this  was  not 
encouragement,  he  know  not  what  was.  The 
vote  of  the  House  yesterday  required  a  general 
tariff  to  be  laid  before  it  conveyed  a  pledge  that 
the  manufacturing  interest  sliould  be  protected. 
Double  duties  would  not  protect  it  properly  ;  dou- 
ble duties  on  coffee  and  su^ar  offered  no  encour- 
agement to  the  manufacture  of  broadcloth.  He 
hoped  to  see  manufactures  encouraged  by  appro- 
priate duties,  and  had  no  idea  of  their  being  left 
without  such  protection. 

Mr.  F0R8YTH  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
last  clause  of  the  third  section  ;  which  motion 
took  precedence  of  the  motion  10  strike  out  the 
whole,  and  was  first  decided. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Calhoun, 

^infice  thg  interest  of  their  country  in  pursuit  of  Potter  of  Rhode  Island,  Wright,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, and  Gholson  ;  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
FoHSYTH.  Gaston,  Robertson  of  Louisiana,  and 
MouFREE,  on  the  grounds  before  briefly  stated. 

Mr.  FoKsvTH'd  motion  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays — For  the  amendment  65,  against  it  75, 
as  follows : 

Ykab — Messrs.  Barnett,  Baylies  of  MassachusettSi 
Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham» 
Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Forsyth,  Oaston,  Geddes, 
anson,  Hawes,  Howell,  Hungerfbrd,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  S'ew  York,  King 
of  .Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Markell,  McKim,  MofBt, 
Moscley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 

A' now        '  Post,  John  Reed,  William   Reed,  Kidgelv,<Rot)ertson, 

^^.r,althUgh  as  a  partisan  I  feel  no  personal  '  ^"Sf'^*^  ^>'^'''^^^J'"y'^^^^^^^^ 
J  '     ,    ,.     "ri  rL«.  of  New   Hampshire,  smith  of  New    lork,  Stanford, 

^^spons,bllUy  of  the  measures  of  the  Adm.nistra-y^^^^^^  ^  »;^  Tallmadge,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maa«i. 
j^n,  I  canoi-t,  nay  would  not  but  be  an  Amer-  |  ^husetts,  Webster,  Wheaton.  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of 
|->n.  for.  -with  aU  her^faults.  1  Jove  thee,^  anjl  I     Masaachusetu. 

'"   ~  ""  "  ~    "    ~  Nats — Messrs.   .Alston,    Anderson,    .\rcher.    Bard, 

Beall,  Bowcn,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Clark,  Comstock.  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle, 
Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Ha^brouck,  Haw- 
kins, Humphreys,  Ingeri>oll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  .McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Pot- 
ter, Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  8evier,  Sharp,  ttkinner.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree, 
Wardof  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  resolved  not  to  strike  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  third  section. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Braulet's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  section;  and  a 
motion  for  that  purpose  succeeding,  the  House 
adjourned. 


noir  own.    ^  . 

t  ^ir,  I  wMI  not  detain    you  nor  the  Committee 

J^ipg  by  a  liibored  commentary  on  these  two  pa- 

fnflrs ;  they;  ure  in  the  hands  of  every  one.  and 

J^Tery  one  rain  understand  them  ;  nor  shall  I  make 

fcr^jfessions  ol'  unbounded  confidence  in  the  Pres- 

^li;nt,  it  is  jiQt  necessary  for  my  present  purpose; 

■«ilt  if  the  fjicts  stated  m  them  were  true  when  pre- 

^iited  to  jbis  Congress  for  their  consideration, 

ind  nobod|<  i*vcr  denied  the  facts,  they  are  equal-  I  Cuthbert, 

or  true  no^jr.  and  if  experience  developed  their  ne-    H"Je,  Hai 

fwsity  in  P>jcember.  reason   teaches  every  man 

Jf(at  the  sapie  necessity  exists  in  greater  force  now 

^ian   It  did, then;  and  if  indispensable   then,  to 

li^rtng   the  .w,ar  to  a  speedy  issue,  they  are  more 


(•^n.  for.  ••iwith  all  her  faults.  I  love  thee,"'  and  I 
.'tnnot  se{^Yate  myself,  as  such,  from  the  dis- 
{^ace  that  attaches  to  such  vacillating  conduct. 
tVould  to  Irleaven  they  were  not  on  record,  but 
•'nice  they  ,a'e.  and  my  vote  must  be  so  too,  I'll 
fcive  no  sltare  in  ari  act  so  humiliating,  so  degrad- 
'•♦1^  to  my  TKuntrv. 

"t^rrhe  Corpmittce  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
ii'i^l  to  the  House. 

y  jMr.  Brablky  renewed  the  motion  he  had  made 
'Sit  Commiuee  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
ftif  the  bilf.  This  bill,  he  said,  whilst  it  would 
3>inefit  thr  merchant  and  grower  of  produce, 
%ifould  prostrate  th.;  manufactures  and  seamen,  to 
^'hich  iw<0  classes  we  were  most  indebted  for 
ifvhat  gavelcliaracter  to  the  country.  What  would 
4f€  tbe  impression  of  our  seamen,  he  said,  when 
;4iiey  found  ;themselves  shut  up.  and  our  trade 
ij^holly  cafr:;ed  on  by  foreigners?  As  the  bill 
U)OW  stood;  the  interest  of  the  seamin  was  openly 
S^andoneq'. 

u]  .Mr.  CA..iJot:N  said.be,  as  a  grower  of  produce, 
^|iould  ce|t4inly  feel  an  interest  in  striking  out 
^bat  section,  as  it  was  the  interest  of  the  planter 
•4CT)  let  comffserce  run  in  any  channel  it  might  wear 
</^r  Itself.  i3ut  It  was  deemed  advisable  to  retain 
J^iur  seamon  as  much  as  possible  from  foreign,  and 

3^ 


Thdrsday,  April  7. 
Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  of  woollen  goods  in    the   city  of 
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Philadelphia,  praying  that  Congress  will  take 
their  situation  into  consideration,  and  adopt  mea- 
sures for  their  protection  and  encouragement. — 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  augment  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Department, 
and  of  the  Paymaster  General;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  D.  Hay;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Cheevers"  was  read,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  authorizing  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  marine  corps,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  directing  the  dispo- 
sition of  money  paid  into  the  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  twice  and,  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '•  lor  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  with  amend- 
ments ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
embargo  and  non-importation  acts. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of 
the  bill  (prohibiting  foreign  vessels  from  taking 
on  board  American  seamen)  being  still  before  the 
House — 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Ten- 
nessee, as  opening  the  door  to  the  enticement 
away  of  our  seamen,  dec;  and.  if  it  were  agreed 
to,  our  seamen  would  be  taken  off  by  neutrals,  i 
used  by  them  as  long  as  convenient,  and  then 
turned  adrift  without  any  provision  for  their  re- 
turn;  ttiat  our  seamen  would  besides  be  liable  to 
impressment  by  the  enemy;  and  that  these  evils 
were  too  great  to  be  endured  merely  for  the  sake 
of  coDCiliatinu  neutrals. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Robertson, 
of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  Grosvenor.  of  New  York.  Mr.  Ditvall,  of 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Mlrfree.  of  North  Carolina, 
on  various  grounds,  among  which  were  thefollow-  ' 
ing:  Thai  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  sanction  to 
the  principle  of  impressment ;  that  it  would  have 
an  effect  very  different  from  that  which  was  ex- 
pected from  it,  because  the  appearance  of  restraint 
would  lend  to  drive  our  seamen  from  eur  service  ; 
that  it  would  in  fact  act  oppressively  on  those 
seamen  who,  not  being  employed  in  our  own 
marine,  might  be  left  destitute  of  employment  by 
the  retention  of  such  a  provision  ;  that  there  was 
no  occasion  for  this  section  to  facilitate  the  man- 
ning ol  our  public  ships,  because  there  would  bo 
no  difficulty  in  manning  them,  nor  ever  had  been 
13lli  Co.N.  Zd  Skss.— 63 


of  late,  except  for  the  fear  in  the  seamen  of  being 
employed  in  the  Lake  service  ;  and,  that,  if  there 
were  any  difficulty,  the  very  passage  of  such  an 
act,  going  to  make  a  prison  of  our  country,  would 
increase  rather  than  diminish  it. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  rejoiced  at  the  two  first  sec- 
tions of  the  bill ;  he  regretted  that  when  the  re- 
strictive system  which  had  been  productive  of  so 
much  injury,  was  about  to  be  abandoned,  they 
should  keep  any  vestige  of  it.  Unless  there  was 
some  great  necessity  for  the  third  section,  it  ought 
to  be  stricken  out;  he  doubted  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  third  section.  He  wished  not  to 
be  misunderstood  on  this  point ;  that  a  nation  had 
a  right  to  prohibit  their  citizens  from  emigrating, 
he  had  no  doubt ;  it  was  an  attribute  of  sovereign- 
ty ;  but  the  question  was,  where  did  the  power  lie? 
Our  Government  was  a  complicated  piece  of  ma- 
chinery, the  General  Government  had  certain 
powers  delegated  to  them  by  the  Constitution  and 
Congress  could  not  go  beyond  those  powers.  He 
wished  to  know  where  the  power  was  given  in 
the  Constitution  to  Congress,  to  prohibit  native 
Americans,  from  leaving  the  country  in  neutral 
vessels — he  believed  the  power  resided  in  the 
States  and  it  had  not  been  delegated  to  Congress. 
He  would  be  glad  if  gentlemen  would  point  out 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  allowed 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  departure  of  any  Amer- 
ican in  neutral  vessels,  unless  he  be  guilty  of  some 
crime.  He  had  very  serious  doubts  on  the  subject, 
and  the  section  ought  not  to  be  retained,  unless 
some  great  practical  good  could  be  effected  by  it. 
He  had  great  objections  to  make  the  United 
Slates  a  great  prison,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to 
see  this  anomaly  unless  it  would  be  productive  of 
some  great  benefit.  Would  this  section,  he  asked, 
keep  the  sailors  here?  It  would  not.  If  the 
sailors  were  prohibited  from  going  to  sea  in  neu- 
tral vessels,  whenever  they  went  out  in  Americaa 
vessels  they  never  would  return.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  bill?  To  open  our  commerce  for 
the  benefit  of  the  sailors — "  for  free  trade  and 
sailors'  rights."  This  section  would  drive  those 
sailors  from  the  country.  As  to  the  idea  about 
manning  our  public  ships,  he  did  not  believe  we 
had  sailors  enough  for  our  frigates.  When  at  the 
Eastward,  last  Summer,  he  had  been  informed  by 
Captain  Stewart,  the  commander  of  the  Consti- 
tution, that  the  only  difficulty  in  obtaining  sailors 
was  their  repugnance  to  be  sent  to  the  Lakes.  Be- 
lieving there  were  doubts  as  to  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  pass  the  third  section,  and 
that  as  no  benefit  could  occur  from  retaining  it, 
he  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  for  striking 
it  out. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  There 
were  for  striking  out  70.  against  it  78,  as  follows  : 
Yeas — Messrs.  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Chappell,  CiUcy,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Davenport,  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Ged- 
des, Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hawkins,  Howell,  Hungerford, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island.  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
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^i^wig,Lovcl^,LownJe8,  Macon,  Markell.McKim,  Mof- 
Yii.Moseley,  Wurfree,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, 


^fhn  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Rug-  |  my  ; 

kfien,   Seytwrv,  Shefll'v,  Sherwood,  Shiphcrd.  Smith  of  ^  reason,  why   they  should   be  admilted.     I  would 


open  to  ihe  admission  of  the  produce  and  manu- 
factures of  all  the  world,  except  those  of  the  ene- 
and  I  have  heard  no  reason,  nor  can  see  any 


-^ew  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn 
4i)lTania,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturgea,  Taggart,  Tall- 
Hitadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
J^Vheaton,  Wnite,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MassachusetU, 
^inter,  and  Wood. 

?.  IS'ais — M^«8^8.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ai- 
iAer,  Barnatl  Bcall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
y^ihoun,  CUrk,  Corustock,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
wgd,  Creightj.n,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Den- 
^'ielles,  Det>bi,  EarU-,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
^jCrmont,  Fisjc  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
ijr.in.  Goodwy^,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
ikasbrouck,  hawes,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jack- 
•v^n  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Mary- 
■jOfid,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean, 
^io«re,  Nelsnn,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
.■|4per,  Plea/ints,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
W  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,   Sevier,  Sharp, 


be  glad  to  know  what  extraordinary  necessity 
has  pres-ed  this  measure  on  us  at  this  time.  Do 
we  suffer  for  the  want  of  clothing,  or  any  other 
necessary  or  comfort  of  life?  Can  we  not  obtain 
from  our  own  industry,  and  from  friendly  foreign 
nations,  all  that  our  wants  require,  and  all  that 
our  ideas  of  comfort  have  rendered  necessary? 
I  can  see  no  necessity  for  calling  in  the  products 
of  the  enemy  to  our  aid;  and  I  feel  unwilling  to 
make  the  acknowledgment  to  the  enemy  that  we 
cannot  exist  without  his  products. 

Seeing  no  reason  why  this  restriction  should 
be  removed,  and  believing  that  no  solid  reason 
can  be  adduced  in  support  of  the  removal,  I  will 
advert  to  some  of  the  evils  that,  in  my  opinion, 
will  result  from  it.  From  the  numerous  restric- 
tions imposed  on  our  commerce  by  the  enemy, 


M^i^inner,  Smiih  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  I  and  those  imposed  by  our  own  Government,  a 
dilfair,  Trpuj),  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  VVil-  ,  large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  been  forced  to 
^n  of  Penusylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey.  |  relinquish  their  usual  avocation!",  and  been  ob- 


fj  peculiar 

mlions  OD 

-ijfsitinct  pci 


V.^:So  the   House  refused   to  strike  out  the  said 

•»<iction.        « 

t  >Mr.  McK.iM,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  strike 

%\\t  the  second  section  of  the  bill  (which  repeals 

Jjibe  several  Aon-imporiation  acts.) 

■^    The  question  having  been  stated — 

*;  Mr.  McK^iM,  of  Maryland,  said,  after  the  rote 

>pi"  yesierla/  on  this  amendment  in  Committee 
•  rif  the  whol;.'  House,  he  rose  under  circumstances 
*T*'  peculiar  discouragement  to  offer  a  few  obser- 
)n  the  subject.     The  bill  contains  two 
tiociplesi — one  to  repeal  the  restrictions 

4q  expcrrts.  the  oiiiier  to  repeal  the  rej^lrictions  on 
:  jfoporis.  All  the  arguments  I  have  heard  in  sup- 
"•j^irt  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  McK.,  went  exclusively 

tthe  first  v>art  of  it — to  the  repeal  of  the  restric- 
>ns  on  t'xports— -and  these  arguments  are  per- 
ctly  intelligible  to  ray  mind.  The  embargo 
,^jt?  a  total  slop  fo  our  exports;  it  locks  up  the 
ilntire  of  our  produce.  A  lew  loads  of  lime  and 
^mber,  to  rebuild  a  village  that  has  been  de- 
?^royed  by.  fire,  cjnnoi  be  brought  from  another 
itvistrict  in  the  same  State,  nor  even  a  vessel  be 
^•sraoved  that  has  been  caught  in  our  waters  by 


liged  to  seek  new  modes  of  employing  their  indus- 
try and  capital,  for  the  support  of  their  families. 
From  these  causes,  their  attention  has  been  turned 
to  manufacturing.  Much  of  the  capital  and  in- 
dustry of  our  citizens,  usually  employed  in  com- 
merce, have  from  the  operation  of  these  causes, 
been  forced  into  manufacturing  establishments; 
and  although,  in  my  opinion,  the  duties  now  im- 
posed on  imports  are  abundantly  sutlicient,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  things,  for  the  protection  of 
the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  country,  yet  I 
doubt  whether  they  will  be  sufficient  to  support 
that  interest  against  the  shock  that  wili  be  pro- 
duced by  letting  in  upon  them,  without  restraint, 
a  flood  of  European  manufactures.  The  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain  have  been,  to  speak  met- 
aphorically, dammed  up  lor  several  years;  and 
if  this  accumulated  mass  of  foreign  goods  be  let 
loose  on  our  infant  establishments,  with  the  supe- 
rior skill  and  capital  of  the  European  manufac- 
turer, I  fear  our  manufacturing  establishments 
will  be  much  disturbed,  if  not  overthrown.  I  do 
not  believe  the  double  duties  will  be  sufficient  to 
guard  them  against  this  shock,  although  I  admit 


•^5^e  embargo,  although  exposed  to  the  most  immi- j  they  are  .-iufficient,  and  more  than  sufficient,  in 


iient  dang«;r  of  being  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
^he  embargo  paralyzes  the  industry  and  exhausts 
^^e  resouri  es  of  the  nation.     I 
'f^eive  the  force  of  the  arguments  ;  and  I  admit, 
•f£hat  a  mca»ure  operating  so  severely  on  our  citi 


Jyens,  ought  not  to  be  continued  without  some 
Jrmperious  Necessity,  or  that  some  corresponding 
'i»euefit  be  derived,  to  reward  them  for  the  sacri- 
*Sce.  And,  ahhojgh  th-  embargo  is  producing 
'dill  the  benefit  I  e*'er  expected   from  it.  yet,  if  the 


«  -econd  section  be  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  it  is  pro 
*bable  I  could  make  up  my  mind  to  vote  for  the 
♦repeal  of  tlie  measure. 

V  ■  The  eivifiargo  prohibits  all  exporL*.  but  the  non- 
■^  importation  laws  :ue  of  a  different  character  ;  they 
^  j)»ohibii  ihe  imptirtaiion  of  goods  the  growth  or 
.'•yaanuitnure  of  the  enemy  only.    Our  ports  are 


ordinary  times,  to  enable  them  to  hold  a  compe- 
tition with  the  European  manufacturer.  If  there 
can  readily  per-  i  were  any  pressing  necessity,  however,  for  the  pro- 
posed repeal  of  the  existing  prohibition  of  British 
products,  I  might  think  it  expedient  to  vote  for 
it;  but  1  would  be  glad  to  know  what  is  the  ne- 
cessity that  calls  for  this  provision  in  the  bill. 
Are  we  suffering.  1  repeat  it  again,  for  any  neces- 
sary whatever,  that  calls  for  such  a  concession  to 
the  enemy?  I  believe  not.  I  therefore  consider 
it  unwise  to  run  the  hazard  that  may  result  from 
the  experiment.  I  admit,  that  if  a  be  necessary 
to  the  .-safety  or  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  to 
pass  the  provision  which  I  have  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  bill,  the  interest  of  the  manufacturers, 
being  a  subordinate  interest,  must  yield  to  the  gen- 
eral good.     But  I  must  remark,  that  the  manu- 
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facturing  interest,  although  not  the  greatest,  is 
still  an  important  interest  of  the  nation.  By  the 
returns  made  by  the  marshals  in  the  year  1810. 
which,  however  imperfect,  are  the  best  data  to 
which  we  can  resort  on  the  subject,  it  appears 
that  the  domestic  manufactures  of  the  United 
Slates  amounted,  in  that  year,  to  about  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars.  The  exports  from  the 
United  States,  in  domestic  produce,  in  favorable 
years,  we  know,  has  not  exceeded  about  sixty 
millions  of  dollars.  It  thence  results,  that  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  the  country  is  greater 
in  amount  than  the  commercial  interest,  and  is 
subordinate  only  to  the  agricultural  interest  of 
the  nation. 

It  may  be  presumed,  that  the  raw  materials  em- 
ployed in  producing  the  two  hundred  millions, tn 
vaiue,  of  manufactured  goods  made  in  the  year 
1810,  were  not  increased  in  value,  by  the  manu- 
facturing process,  more  than  100  per  cent.;  con- 
sequently it  will  appear,  that  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  in  value,  of  the  raw  materials  and 
produce  of  the  country,  were  in  that  year  worked 
up  into  manufactured  goods,  and  have  found  a 
market  at  our  own  doors,  free  from  spoliation  of 
enemies,  and  from  vexation  of  any  kind. 

If  my  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  even  in 
principle,  it  ought  to  induce  the  agricultural  inter- 
est in  the  House  and  in  the  nation  to  reflect  well 
on  the  expediency  of  any  measure  that  may  hare 
a  tendency  to  injure  our  growing  establishments, 
from  which  they  derive  such  important  benefits, 
in  the  supply  of  their  wants,  and  in  furnishing  a 
market  at  their  doors  for  so  large  a  portion  of 
their  produce. 

Theseconsiderations  induce  me  to  believe,  that 
an  enlightened  policy  does  not  require  the  Gov- 
ernment, at  this  time,  to  remove  the  restrictions 
CD  the  importation  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
enemy.  I  hope  the  motion  will  prevail,  and  the 
second  section  of  the  bill  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  hoped 
the  motion  would  not  prevail.  He  thought  the 
gentleman  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  our 
infant  manufacturing  institutions  would  be  em- 
barrassed by  this  measure.  What  was  the  en- 
couragement which  they  now  received  from  the 
Government  ?  The  ad  valorem  duties  nowaver- 
aged  about  33^  per  cent.  Most  of  the  importa- 
tions being  in  neutral  bottoms,  the  discriminating 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  such  importations  in  for- 
eign vessels,  would  make  it  43  per  cent.;  and, 
when  were  added  to  this  the  freight,  and  other 
expenses  incident  to  a  state  of  war,  the  actual 
duty  on  foreign  and  premium  to  domestic  manu- 
factures could  not  be  less  than  fifty  per  cent.  Was 
it  wise  to  extend  to  our  manufactures  further  en- 
couragement than  this?  During  a  slate  of  war, 
too  great  a  stimulus  was  naturally  given  to  man- 
ufactures— a  stimulus  so  great  that  it  could  not 
be  expected  to  be  continued  in  a  time  of  peace; 
and  when  peace  comes,  come  when  peace  wilL 
the  vicissitude  which  manufacturers  must  expe- 
rience will  be  much  greater  and  injurious  to 
them,  if  besides  the  double  duties  the  restrictive 
system  were  retained,  than  it  ought  to  or  would 


otherwise  be.     The  great  requisite  to  the  due  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  now  was.  that  cer- 
tain manufactures  in  cottons  and  woollens,  which 
have  kindly  taken  root  in  our  soil,  should  have  a 
moderate  but    pwrmanenl    protection    insured   to 
them.     He  knew  not   how  that  object   could   be 
better  effected  than  by  the  scheme  of  establishing 
a   new   tariff  of  duties,  which   this   House   had 
shown  a  determination  to  adopt.     To  continue 
I  the    present    non-importation    system   merely   to 
protect  manufactures,  when  they  received  already 
so  much  protection,  would  be  dangerous  instead 
of  beneficial    to   them.     Another   circumstance, 
'  than  those  he  had   adverted   to.  now  operated  to 
encourage  manufactures — the  heavy  exp>enditure 
'  for  the  clothing  of  our  Army.     The  Government 
I  could  and  did  regulate  those   expenditures,  as  far 
as  possible,  for  the   encouragement  of  manufac- 
^  tures.     Having  replied  to  the  main   point  of  the 
I  gentleman's  argument,  he  would  not  follow  him 
I  through  the  whole  of  his  remarks.    As  to  her  man- 
ufactures, Mr.  C.  said  that  all  Europe  was  open 
,  to   the  enemy.     The   very  circumstance  of  this 
I  demand   for   her   manufactures,  which  destroyed 
j  the  efficiency  of  our  non-importation  system,  by 
'  enhancing  their  price  in  the  British  market,  would 
furnish  additional  encouragement  to  our   manu- 
factures.    Could  it  be  expected,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  world,  that  our  non-importa- 
I  tion,  violated  as  it  constantly  was  by  smuggling 
and  simulated  papers,  could  produce  mucheffectl 
1  He  believed  not.     All  the  arguments  he  had  yes- 
j  terday  urged,  applied  as  forcibly  to  this  provision 
of  the  bill  as  to  that  which  contemplated  a  re- 
'  peal  of  the  embargo.     He  hoped  all  the  provisions 
I  of  the  bill  would  be  permitted  to  share  the  same 
I  fate. 

I      Mr.  McKiM  said  he  had  admitted,  when  up  be- 
,  fore,  that  the  double  duties  would  be  abundantly 
sufficient  encouragement  to  manufactures  in  ordi- 
I  nary  times;  but.  whenever  British  manufactures 
'  were  let  in,  he  believed  they  would  not  only  break 
down  the  manufacturers,  but  the  importers  also. 
:  He  had  seen  times  like  that  which  he  apprehend- 
,  ed,  at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  when  an  inunda- 
:  tion  of  British  goods  flowed  in.     Mr.  M.  said  he 
I  wanted  to  hear  some   of  the  reasons  explained 
why  we   should   declare  to   the  enemy   that  we 
cannot  live  without  her  manufactures.    The  dou- 
I  ble  duties,  he  repeated,  were  a  sufficient  protec- 
I  tion  in  general  to  manufactures;  but,  until  our 
:  manufactures  acquired  greater  strength,  he   did 
I  not  wish  to  see  them  subjected   to  the  pressure 
they  would  experience  from  a  repeal  of  the  non- 
importation. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  to  the  last  part  of  the 
gentleman's  argument,  the  answer  was  decisive. 
It  was  well  known  that  there  was  nothing  more 
difficult  to  execute  than  a  non-importation  law, 
as  well  by  direct  smuggling  as  by  false  papers. 
This  hazard  ought  not  to  be  encountered,  unless 
there  was  a  prospect  of  very  powerful  good  to 
result  from  it.  Mr.  C.  contended  that  no  such 
prospect  existed  now.  Whatever  it  might  have 
been  formerly,  there  was  no  chance  of  decisive 
effect  from  this  system  now — all  Europe  being 
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o*€Q  to  British  manufactures.  Such,  besides,  was 
j«t€  diflficully  of  executing  such  a  system,  that  ihe 
^iesident  had.  at  the  present  session,  recommend- 
T§  the  prcriiibition  entirely  of  certain  articles  | 
irtown  to  b€<^produced  in  Great  Britain — the  smug- 
^^iog  of  wh^ch  was  so  difficult  to  be  prevented, 
|iiac  it  coull  not  be  done  unless  their  importation 
'4t^«  also  pijohibited  from  all  other  parts  of  the 

^  Mr.  Posr-  of  New  York,  said  he  did  not  fiscal 
.i^s  time  tojenter  into  the  general  argument  on 
this  subject,. but  merely  to  remark,  in  reply  to  the  i 
HBO-gentlenJen  who  had  spoken,  that  they  labored  i 
Ejiider  a  mav-rial  mistake  in  regard  to  the  manu- 
5»*turing  interest,  and  that  much  pains  had  been 
ttikcn  to  diffuse  through  the  public  prints  ideas  of 
|lie  same  kind  as  those  ihey  appeared  to  entertain, 
.^le  barely  wished  now  to  say,  that  it  never  would 
flfc  to  the  interest  of  the  manufacturers  generally 
^r  Government  to  take  them  under  its  fostering 
^^«.     It  was  our  true  policy,  in  regard  to  them, 

e)  have  law*  of  such  a  character  as  not  to  be  sub- 
ct  to  Hucttiation,  and  then  let  industry  take  its 
^kvn  course,  Tha;  manufacture  which  required 
^\e  protection  of  high  bounties,  was  not  worth 
t-oe  attention  of  the  Government.  The  experi- 
'sDce  of  years  past  would  support  this  remark, 
ring  whii'h  time  our  manufactures  had  grown 
pidly  without  the  aid  of  the  Government.  It 
ver  ought*  to  have  been  expected  that  Govern- 
.•nent  woulii  lay  protecting  duties.  When  the 
■«ubject  of  the  general  tariff  came  before  the  House, 
iKis  subject, might  be  fully  discussed;  he  merely 
threw  out  tihese  general  remarks,  as  they  might 
.il^d  in  sorr^e  degree  tu  do  away  a  mistake  which 
.^fepeared  to  pervade  the  nation  in  regard  to  our 
;iiKanufactur<'S. 

i  The  quesiHion  on  striking  out  the  second  section 
5)f  the  bill  ^as  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  34, 
^ays  110,  sii  follows: 

"^  Yxkt — Messrs.  Bard,  Barnett,  Caldwell,  Clopton, 
T^onard.  Criiwford,  Uenoyclles,  Desha,  Evans,  Frank- 
|^ii,GritTin,  itall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Ingham, 
^jcthnson  of  Jventucky,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  .McKim,  Moore, 
^"etson.  Nekton,  Onmby,  Parker,  Piper,  Potter,  Wil- 
•Jitm  Reed.  Hoane,  Strong,  Troup,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
^Varicey. 

•  i  Nats — \^9Mrs.  Alexander,  Alaton,  Anderson,  Ar- 
^^ier,  Bayllei(  of  MaMachusetts,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Bowen, 
' pcyii,  Bradbury,  Brrckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  But- 
'  w,  Calhoun'.  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark,  Com- 
;  ^U>ck,  Condbl,  Cooj<«r,  Cox,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cul- 

>fper,  Cutbi)ert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
uvall,  Earfe,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Ccvv  York,  f'orney,  Forsyth,  Caston,  Gholson,  Good- 
pvn.  Gourdii,  Grosvenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Harris,  How- 
H,  Humphriys,  Huiigerford,  Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson 
'pf  Rhode  Ixljind.  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent 

5 'I  MarylandJKerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  .Massa- 
husetls,  Kiiig  of  .S'orth  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
-fjwndes,  Mvcon,   Markell,  Moffitt,   Murfree,  Oakley, 
r^Varson,   Pifkering,  Pickens,  Pitkin.  Pleasants,  Post, 
^vbn  Reed,  fJea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennes«iee, 
♦•*|fich,  Ridgejy,  Ringgold,   Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 

*  *^ybert,  Shiirp,  SherwDod,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith 
|{F^  ^ew  Hsiiipshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
'  vnennsylvari^,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Slur- 
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ges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Masjtacbusetta, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

So  the  House  determined  against  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Massachusetts, 
a  fourth  section  was  added  to  the  bill,  providing 
that  the  President  should  cause  the  collectors 
throughout  the  United  States  to  be  furnished  with 
blank  passports  for  the  purpose  described  in  the 
third  section,  with  a  view  to  save  time  to  indi- 
viduals desiring  to  procure  the  same. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  contem- 
plates a  repeal  of  the  embargo.  Being  opposed 
to  every  part  of  this  bill,  he  wished  to  record  his 
vote  against  every  section  of  it. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  with- 
out  debate  and  decided  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bard  Barnett,  Caldwell,  Clopton, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Franklin,  Hall,  Hawkins, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lyle,  Macon,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Roane,  Strong,  Troup,  Whitehill.and 
Yancey — 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\Iexandcr,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Bowen, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Chappel,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Culpcper,  Culhbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Gros- 
venor, Grundy,  Hale,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Howell,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn, King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Law.  Lefferts,  Lewis.  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell, 
McKim,  .McLean,  Moffitt,  .Montgomery,  Moore,  Mose- 
ley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering.  Pickens, 
Pitkin.  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WilUam 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles.  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson  of  Massa* 
chusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,  and 
Wnght— 126, 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  said  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading. 

A  debateof  considerable  length  now  took  place, 
an  abstract  of  which,  mainly,  can  only  be  givea 
of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  respective  speakers. 

Mr.  PoTTKR.  of  Rhode  Island,  said,  as  he  rep- 
resented a  commercial  and  manufacturing  State, 
and  intended  to  vote  against  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, he  felt  it  his  duly  to  assign  his  reasons 
;  for  so  doing.  He  said  if  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland, (Mr.  McKim.)  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  containing  the 
I  repeal  of  the  non-importatioo  act,  had  prevailed 
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he  should  vote  for  the  residue  of  the  bill,  although 
he  considered  the  embargo  of  very  little  impor- 
tance to  this  country  in  any  other  view  than  as 
it  respected  the  coasting  trade ;  he  said  it  was  the 
British  blockade  and  the  war.  and  not  the  em- 
bargo, from  whence  most  of  our  difficulties  origi- 
nated. The  embargo  was  recommended  by  the 
President  with  a  view  to  get  rid  of  the  blockade, 
by  compelling  the  British  ships  to  leave  our  coast. 
But,  Mr.  P.  said,  if  there  were  any  reasons  to  put 
it  on  last  Winter,  there  were  now  ten  times  as 
many  to  continue  it.  It  had  been  on  a  little  more 
than  three  months,  and  now  it  was  to  be  aban- 
doned upon  very  short  notice.  Why  it  was  put 
on,  or  why  taken  off,  we  are  left  to  conjecture. 
When  it  was  put  on,  the  British  ships  must  have 
bad  plenty  of  provisions  to  last  them  until  this 
time;  it  relieved  their  ships  from  very  dangerous 
positions  on  their  blockading  stations  during  the 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  and  permitted  them 
to  retire  into  our  bayie  and  rivers  to  spend  the 
Winter  in  safety  and  ease,  while  our  vessels  were 
safely  locked  up  by  the  embargo. 

Mr.  P.  said  the  only  time  that  our  vessels  could 
have  stood  much  chance  to  get  to  sea  was  in 
long  dark  nights,  and  stormy  tempestuous  wea- 
ther, when  the  British  ships  were  compelled  to 
leave  their  stations  ;  and  now  when  the  wintery 
storms  are  past,  and  the  weather  mild  and  pleas- 
ant;  when  the  British  ships  can  take  their  sta- 
tions with  ease  and  safety  to  themselves;  when 
their  provisions  are  exhausted,  and  a  large  fleet 
and  array  on  our  coa^t ;  when  our  vessels  are 
completely  and  effectually  blockaded,  and  the 
whole  nation  imprisoned  within  their  territory, 
unless  by  the  consent  of  the  English,  we  are  to 
take  this  embargo  off,  when  it  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  them,  and  very  little  to  us.  unless 
we  had  the  power  to  remove  the  blockade,  as  we 
cannot  go  from  one  State  to  another,  unless  by 
their  permission. 

Mr.  P.  said,  though  not  in  the  majority,  he 
could  but  feel  an  interest  in  the  character  of  the 
nation.  What  would  the  people  think  of  such  in- 
stability in  the  Government?  When  the  British 
blockade,  we  lay  an  embargo;  when  they  refuse 
to  grant  licenses,  we  make  it  penal  to  receive 
them  ;  when  they  refuse  to  ransom  any  more  of 
our  vessels,  we  refuse  to  be  ransomed.  One  day 
we  talk  of  a  National  Bank,  the  next  about  taxes. 
We  are  continually  changing  from  one  expedient 
to  another,  like  a  man  in  pain,  changing  from 
one  side  of  his  bed  to  another  for  relief,  without 
removing  the  pain  ;  and  it  will  be  so  with  us, 
until  we  get  rid  of  the  ruinous  war  in  which  we 
are  engaged.  We  are  one  day  for  continuing  the 
restrictive  system,  and  in  a  few  days  it  is  to  be 
taken  off  by  almost  an  unanimous  vote.  The 
supporters  of  the  Administration  in  the  several 
States  have  a  very  hard  lime  to  follow  their  lead- 
ers. By  the  time  expresses  are  sent  to  the  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  United  States  to  notify  the  peo- 
ple that  an  embargo  is  laid,  and  the  bustle  and 
speculation  that  it  occasions  has  a  little  subsided, 
and  the  Iriends  of  the  Administration  have  exer- 
cised all  their  ingenuity  to  reconcile  themselves 


to  it,  and  have  satisfied  some  wbojiare  doubts  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  mcasufeTand  the  Demo- 
cratic newspapers  begin  to  be  a  little  uniform  in 
their  reasons  why  it  was  put  on,  they  are  again 
surprised  with  information  that  their  favorite 
measure  is  abandoned.  Their  ingenuity  is  again 
taxed  and  put  to  trial  to  find  reasons  lor  such  a 
sudden  change,  and  in  this  respect  their  task  is 
very  hard,  as  they  are  not  furnished  with  the 
reasons  that  may  influence  the  Administration  ; 
and  no  change  in  the  state  of  things  to  them 
known  would  warrant  such  versatility.  Mr.  P. 
said  he  was  looking  over  a  Kentucky  paper  a  few 
days  past,  and  he  saw  mentioned  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  this  place,  saying,  that  the  embargo 
was  worth  thirty  frigates;  now,  the  same  person 
would  have  to  appease  them  by  saying,  that  its 
repeal  will  be  worth  thirty  more.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
considered  the  embargo  of  but  little  importance, 
in  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs,  as  long  as 
the  war  and  blockade  lasted.  His  objection  was 
to  the  repeal  of  the  non-importation  act,  the  sus- 
pension of  which  he  opposed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, when  recommended  by  Mr.  Gallatin  for  the 
same  purpose  for  which  it  is  now  to  be  repealed; 
at  which  time  a  majority  of  that  House  was  found 
to  reject  it;  but  we  are  now  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhod.n,)  if  the 
whole  restrictive  system  had  expired,  that  there 
was  not  ten  men  in  that  House  that  would  vote 
to  revive  it ;  or,  if  it  never  had  been  put  on.  that 
would  now  vole  for  it.  Mr.  P.  said  he  could 
answer  for  no  person  but  himself;  but  he  said  he 
believed  if  this  war  had  been  considered  expedi- 
ent by  the  nation  generally,  and  the  gentlemen 
on  one  side  had  not  been  so  long  opposed  and 
prejudiced  against  this  system,  from  its  having 
been  put  on,  in  the  first  place,  when  the  nation  was 
at  peace  and  its  commerce  flourishing,  and  the 
other  side  operated  upon  with  a  view  to  obtain 
revenue  to  continue  this  war.  having  the  terrors 
of  taxation  always  in  view,  that  ten  men  would 
not  be  found  in  that  House,  but  for  the  above 
reasons,  that  would  vote  to  repeal  the  non-impor- 
tation act  under  the  present  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  the  country. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  in  examining  the  President's 
Message  of  last  Summer,  he  found  his  reasoning 
so  well  adapted  at  this  time  against  the  repeal  of 
the  non-importation  act.  that  he  should  lake  the 
i  liberty  to  read  it.  in  the  following  words,  to  wit; 
"  There  being  sufilicient  ground  to  infer  that  it  is 
'  the  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  combine  with  the 

•  blocKade  of  our  ports  special  licenses  to  neutral 
'  vessels,  or  to  British  vessels  in  neutral  disguises, 

•  whereby  they  may  draw  from  our  country  the 
'  precise  kind  and  quantity  of  exports  essential  to 
'  their  wants,  whilst  its  general  commerce  re- 
'  mains  obstructed,  keeping  in  view  also  the  in- 
'  sidious  discrimination  between  different  ports 
'  of  the  United  States;  and  as  such  a  system,  if 
'  not  counteracted,  will  have  the  effect  of  dimin- 
'  ishiug  very  materially  the  pressure  of  the  war 
'  on  the  enemy,  and  encouraging  a  perseverance 
'  in  it.  at  the  same  time  that  it  will  leave  the  gene- 

•  ral  commerce  of  the  United  Stales  under  all  the 


I 


M 


't^95 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1996 


it= 


or  R. 


Repeal  of  the  Embargo. 


April,  1814. 


3l)ressure  tjje  enemy  can  impose,  thus  subjecting 
5^|hie  whole;to  British  regulation,  in  subserviency 


fomonopc/y. 


For  the  above  reasons  the  Presi- 


^»nt  recommended  an  embargo,  removable  when 
!|he  British  blockade  should  cease.  How  much 
^itore  forcibly  does  the  above  reasons  apply  against 
*i^pealing  ilrf  restrictive  system  generally,  as  the 

Snibargo  op^ly  preV'ented  exports,  when  this  bill 
D^rmits  expiorts  and  imports,  while  the  blockade 
s  not  only  continued,  but  is  to  be  more  rigorously 
nforced;  ajjd  more  than  all,   the  consequences 
j  well  destjribed  by  the  President  is  to  follow  ! 
fut,  Mr.  P.^said.  as  we  could   not  disturb  them 
luch  by  rejririctioDs  and  opposition,  we  were  now 
'^i  try  another  experiment  to  appease  them — by 
Vubmission.jind  by  sacrificing  our  interest  to  theirs. 
%htit  the  gentleman   from  South  Carolinti  (Mr. 
^!'ai.houn)  jsays   that  great  changes  had  taken 
j^lace  in  Eu;ope,  aod  that  nations,  like  individuals, 
l^-okist  confoim  to  circumstances.     What  a  great 
'4^r<y  it  is  that  gentlemen  had  not  made  that  dis- 
'^qvery  before;  it  would  have  saved  much  blood 
^tjd  treasuiT  to  the  United  States.     The  gentle- 
Mian  says  h.'  was  always  in  favor  of  the  war  and 
Sjjfainst  restjictions.  and  but  for  the  war  we  should 
^f ve  lost  all  our  European  and  carrying  trade, 
^ijd  our  Eskrt  and  West  India  trade.     Mr.  P.  said 
'>4t  would  \je  glad  to  be  informed  what  had  be- 
ii^cime  of  it  %ll ;  was  it  not  all  destroyed,  and  even 
ir  coastini  trade  with  it?     And  if  we  had  pru- 
^ntly  conformed    to   circumstances   before  the 
r,  of  chjiice,  we  could  have  enjoyed  all  the 
^(Jtnmerce  >he  gentleman  has  so  well  described; 
9t  by  haVt'Og  taken  the  honorable  stand  so  fre- 
l^lently  rae  aioned  in  this  war,  and  by  conform- 
•:t£  to  circuinstacces  by  compulsion,  we  now  lose 
4lie  whole  t^ade  of  our  country,  and  cannot  enjoy 
j>4y  of  the  aeutral  trade  the  gentleman  thinks  so 
.ioiiporiant   ^.o   us,   unless   by   the  consent  of  the 
j|:^glish,  ai.y  more  than  if  they  were  permitted  to 
^Ctablish  il^eir  custom-houses  within  our  terri- 
j^,(*ry.     But  ^if  this  system  is  now  to  be  given  up 
^,ij|  enjoy  \tif  trade  of  neutrals  only,  why  are  Brit- 
t^-fi  manura>tures  admitted?    We  have  been  told 
^■lUat  by  exc;uding  them  we  distressed  that  class 
\)'  people  iti  England,  and  encouraged  ours  in  this 
^puntry  ;  il^  cannot  be  that  we  are  now  to  admit 
ll|em   to  af;pease  and  enrich    them,  and  to  ruin 
^id  destro^'   ours,   but  such  was  the   inevitable 
■yPect;  they  certainly  deserve  a  belter  fate.     But 
he   same   .jentlenian  says  this  war  yet  operates 
;rbry  hard  iipon  ttie  English,  that  it  costs  them 
cjuch  mortt  than  it  does  us  ;  if  it  costs  her  more 
tShe  is  able  «o  pay  more.     But  Mr.  P.  said  the  ex- 
^ff;nses  of  ;his  Government  exceeded  all  others. 
^ci)nsiderin5J  what  they  had  done  for  their  money. 
^IJe  said  beihad  heard  of  the  debt  of  Great  Britain 
€e<ver  sinc(f  *e  could  remember  anything,  and  that 
?i|iey  couitl'^not  exist  under  it.     Notwithstanding 
j'4ll  those  p'l'edictiun?,  what  was  their  situation  at 
^wesent  ?  aji  undivided  control  of  the  seas,  and  as 
' '4  nation,  compared  with  all  others,  more  elevated 
^  than  at  an^  formeir  period.     Let  us  now  examine 
J  pe  siiuatiun  of  this  country.     Before  we  entered 
V  |Qlo  this  Ijonorable  warfare  we  enjoyed  a  lucra- 
^  five  comtnisrce.  waile  other  nations  were  at  war ; 


we  were  then  as  a  nation  too  proud  to  permit  one 
of  our  citizens  when  abroad  to  accept  of  a  British 
license  to  protect  him,  it  was  considered  a  crime  ; 
we  then  enjoyed  much  of  the  carrying  trade; 
our  canvass  whitened  every  sea;  we  had  the 
privilege  of  doing  our  own  business;  the  nation 
derived  an  immense  revenue,  and  individuals 
great  profit.  What  will  be  our  situation,  after  be- 
ing in  war  short  of  two  years,  if  this  bill  passes, 
and  the  war  continues?  He  said  he  considered  it 
a  death  blow  to  the  shipping  interest  of  this 
country,  and  the  commencemenl  of  the  certain 
destruction  of  the  manufacturing  interest.  You 
give  all  our  commerce  to  the  English  ;  it  will  be 
carried  on  with  their  money,  in  their  ships  under 
neutral  Sags;  we  must  purchase  her  manufac- 
tures of  her  at  her  own  price,  and  she  can  obtain 
the  raw  material  from  the  Southern  States,  and 
take  it  to  Great  Britain  and  manufacture  it.  and 
bring  it  back  to  this  country  and  sell  it  cheaper 
than  we  can  get  it  to  ike  Eastern  States  and 
back  again  ;  she  can  take  it  by  water  without 
trouble;  we  must  take  it  by  land,  or  run  immense 
risk.  In  that  country  labor  is  very  cheap  ;  in 
this  it  is  increased  by  the  war.  By  this  bill  you 
give  to  Great  Britain  advantages  in  war  that  she 
would  not  enjoy  in  times  of  peace,  while  we  suf- 
fer all  the  evils  of  war.  Our  ships  are  rotting, 
and  useless;  they  can  neither  be  used  by  their 
present  owners,  or  sold  to  neutrals.  You  remove 
from  Great  Britain  every  inducement  to  make 
peace  with  us;  she  takes  the  raw  material  from 
the  South  in  her  ships,  in  disguise,  and  in  the 
same  manner  furnishes  them  with  her  goods  in 
return.  This  furnishes  the  Southern  States  with 
a  good  market  for  their  produce,  and  with  such 
goods  as  they  want  in  return,  and  in  this  manner 
they  are  entirely  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the 
war.  as  it  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence  to  them 
in  whose  ships  their  produce  is  taken  to  market, 
or  who  manufactures  for  them,  provided  they  cao 
sell  dear  and  buy  cheap. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  if  this  bill  passes,  and  war 
should  continue  for  any  great  length  of  time,  the 
consequence  would  be,  that  Great  Britain  would, 
in  her  ships,  take  all  the  heavy  articles  out  of  this 
country  in  a  very  little  time  that  she  wanted, 
and  fill  this  country  with  her  manufactures.  The 
balance  of  trade  will  be  very  much  against  us; 
the  consequence  will  be.  she  will  soon  get  away 
all  our  money.  Make  as  many  laws,  with  as 
many  and  as  severe  penalties  as  you  please  to 
prohibit  it,  money  is  like  water,  it  will  find  its 
level,  it  will  go  where  it  is  worth  most,  and  you 
can  as  well  confine  the  one  as  the  other;  and 
when  peace  takes  place,  if  our  vessels  shall  be 
worth  repairing,  they  will  have  very  little  to  do. 
We  are  giving  to  Great  Britain  more  than  the 
most  extravagant  man  in  that  nation  would  have 
thought  of  asking.  Mr.  P.  said,  however  humili- 
ating it  must  be  to  us  as  a  nation,  that  we  had 
sent  five  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  to  treat  with  one  Englsh- 
man,  on  a  subject  already  exhausted,  and  on 
which  very  little  more  can  be  said  or  written, 
and  with  which  almost  every  man  in  this  natioa 
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is  acquainted,  yet,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  believed  if  the 
President  would  now  send  another,  with  power 
to  offer  to  the  British  Government  the  state  of 
things  growing  out  of  this  bill  for  fifteen  years, 
that  they  would  settle  an  annuity  upon  us  of  five 
millions  of  dollars.  This  bill  gives  them  all  our 
commerce — a  market  for  their  manufactures — a 
trading  war,  with  the  privilege  of  quartering  upon 
us.  And  for  what  purpose  is  this  sacrifice  to  be 
made  ?  We  can  do  without  British  goods  during 
the  war.  When  a  nation  is  in  war  and  difficulty 
they  ought  to  be  prudent  and  economical ;  they 
ought  to  sell  all  they  can  do  without,  and  do  with 
as  little  as  possible;  they  cannot  buy  anything 
sufficiently  cheap  that  they  do  not  want. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  com- 
prehend this  sudden  change  in  our  affairs-.  We 
are  now,  in  addition  to  all  the  disadvantages  on 
our  part,  and  advantages  to  the  English,  to  hum- 
ble ourselves  to  them,  and  ask  forgiveness  for  the 
past,  and  promise  to  do  better  in  future  ;  and  al- 
though we  made  this  war  for  commerce  and  sail- 
ors' rights,  we  give  them  up  our  commerce,  while 
the  most  of  our  sailors  are  confined  in  cheir 
prison  ships ;  our  ports,  bays  and  rivers  are  block- 
aded ;  the  nation  imprisoned  within  its  own  ter- 
ritory, and  we  in  the  Capitol,  in  the  centre  of  the 
nation,  threatened  and  disturbed;  and  we  are  to 
ask  them,  under  the  smoke  of  their  guns,  if  they 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  lake  from  us  our 
produce,  and  let  us  have  in  return  some  of  her 
manufactures,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  prices 
as  she  iu  her  tender  mercy  may  see  fit.  And  for 
what  purpose  do  we  thus  humiliate  ourselves  to 
them,  and  make  this  sacrifice  ?  It  is  lo  purchase 
goods  of  them  that  we  do  not  want,  and  can  do 
very  well  without,  in  order  to  raise  a  revenue 
from  the  people  in  an  indirect  way. 

.Mr.  P.  said,  the  average  duties  on  British  goods, 
when  imported  in  our  own  ships,  was  about  22^ 
percent. ;  to  which  add  10  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  that  duty,  if  imported  in  foreign  vessels,  will 
make  it  a  little  >hort  of  36  per  cent.;  so  that,  in 
order  to  raise  eighteen  millions  of  dollars  (a  little 
more  than  one  year's  revenue  before  the  first 
embargo)  for  the  use  of  Government,  the  people 
will  have  to  pay  ihe  British  nation  fifty  millions 
of  dollars  for  their  manufactures,  with  about  15 
per  cent,  for  freight  and  commission,  making 
seven  and  a  half  millions  more;  making  in  the 
whole,  about  seventy-five  millions,  which  our 
people  have  to  pay  for  British  manufactures,  to 
enable  the  Government  lo  get  eighteen  millions 
out  of  them  by  indirect  taxation.  This  operates 
as  an  indirect  tax  upon  the  whole  manufacturing 
and  shipping  interest  of  this  country,  and  serves 
to  enrich  the  English  nation,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion as  it  serves  to  unite  the  two  great  manfactur- 
ing  and  shipping  interests  of  that  nation.  And 
for  what  was  this  sacrifice  made,  but  from  an  ap- 
prehension that  it  will  not  do  to  lax  the  people. 
for  fear  they  may  make  some  scrutiny  into  the 
extravagance  and  wastefulness  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  P.  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
answer  would  be  given  by  gentlemen,  when  they 
returned  home,  and  were  asked  why  an  embargo 


was  put  on  last  Winter — and  why  it  was  taken 
off  in  the  Spring?     They  would  be  told  that  the 
President  recommended  both  measures.  But  when 
they  should  be  asked  why  they  repealed  the  non- 
importation act,  destroying  our  navigation  and 
agreeing  to  receive  British  manufactures,  to  the 
destruction  of  our  own.  that  they  had  pretended 
lo  encourage  ? — ihis  will   be  a  little   more  diffi- 
cult to  answer.     But  if  honest,  as  I  presume  they 
will  be,  in  answering  the  question,  they  will  say 
that  our  expenses  had  been  enormous,  our  money 
almost  exhausted,  and  our  credit  much  impaired, 
and  we  were  apprehensive  if  we  taxed  the  people 
any  more  they  would  not  like  it ;  and  if  anything 
near  our  wants,  they  could  not  pay  it ;  and  that 
they  had  adopted  this  measure  to  get  money  at 
some  future  period,  in  hopes  that  it  will  give  us 
credit  to  borrow  for  the  present,  rather  than  dis- 
turb you  by  taxes.     They  will  be  told  by  the  peo- 
ple that  ihey  had  done  ihem  manifest  injustice; 
they  did  not   merit  such   treatment  from   them ; 
ihey  had  supported  them  at  the  elections,  and  had 
done  and  paid  everything  that  had  been  required 
of  them,  without   murmuring  or  complaining — 
and  that  they  had  no  right  to  expect  but  they 
would  support  them  in  everything  necessary  to 
prosecute  the  war  to  its  termination,  without  de- 
pending upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  enemy, 
for  the  means  to  carry  it  on.     Mr.  P.  said,  if  we 
consider  this  bill,  as  it  is  really  intended,  to  aid 
our  revenue,  what  is  its  effects?     If  will  lake 
six  months  to  get  goods  from  England,  the  duties 
on  them  payable  in  eight,  ten, and  twelve  months  ; 
so  that  it  will  be  fourteen  months  before  the  first 
bonds  for  duties  will  be  payable.     Mr.  P.  said, 
to   those  gentlemen   who  view  this   as  a  finan- 
cial measure,  and  who  have  been  the  means  of 
placing  this  country  in   its  present  situation,  he 
would  ask   them  if  ihey  were  willing  to  return 
home,  and  depend  entirely  upon  the  magnaoirai- 
ty  of  the  enemy  for  the  means  of  maintaining  pub- 
lic credit,  supporting  the  Government,  and  carry- 
ing on  the  war?     This,  bill,  with   no  other  de- 
pendence, puis  it  entirely  in  their  power,  as  soon 
as  they  see  that  we  depend  upon  the  inlroductioc 
of  her  manufactures   to  raise  a  revenue  for   ihe 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war,  to  prevent  their 
introduction,  and  those  of  all  other  nations,  by  a 
vigorous  blockade;  and  we  are  disappointed  in 
all   our  expectations   from   that  bource.     Mr.  P. 
said,  if  they  permitted  importation,  and  continued 
the  war.  it  was  ruin  to  the  best  interests  of  thi."i 
country.-   Mr.  P.  said,  that  we  now  began  to  dis- 
cover what  many  nations  had  experienced  before 
us — that  we  could  not  contend  with  the  British 
naval  power,  and  we  may  as  well  conform  to  cir- 
cumstances, in  that  respect,  first  as  last.    Mr.  P. 
said,  it  seemed  a^  though  we  had  just  found  out 
that  it  was  necessary,  not  only  to  have  Heels  and 
armies   to  carry  on   war,  but  that  money  was  of 
some  importance;  and  it  seemed  lo  be  difficult  to 
procure   the  sum   wanted.     Mr.  P.  said  we  had 
everything  lo  lose  and  nothing  to  gain  by  this 
war,  and   nothing  but  peace  would   relieve   us, 
which  he  hoped  would  soon  take  place,  when  we 
may  be  permitted  to  sail  in  our  own  ships  and 
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Jqjrry  our  cyrn  produce  to  market,  and  bring  back  (  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  but  a  small  minority  op- 
fhat  we  jriay  want  in  return,  and  otherwise  man-    posed  to  it.  he  was  almost  led  to  doubt  the  cor- 
■ce  our  a-w--n  affairs  in  our  own  way.    Mr.  P.  said  |  rectness  of  his  vote  ;  but  he  said  he  had  made  up 
was  aw^re  that  many  people  might  suppose     his  mind,  from  the  best  consideration  he  had  been 


was 


iut^'rested  in   manufactures,  but  he  was    able  to  give   the  subject,  and  that  he  could  not 

;'ot.  nor  di(j  he  wish  the  double  duties  extended  ;  j  bring  his  mind   to  vote  for  a  measure,   in    his 

wished  jbPra,  and  the  non-importation  act,  to  !  opinion,  so  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  his 

ipire  with*  the  war.  '  country,  so  humiliating  to  us  as  a  nation,  and  so 

M    Mr.  P.  Solid,  as  he  took  the  liberty  to  oppose  and     submissive  and  gratifying  to  Great  Britain.     Mr. 

i-ftod  fault  yiih  thts  measure,  he  would  point  out    P.  said,  if  this  was  the  last  vote  he  should  ever 


**»'^hat,  in  h\\  opinion,  would  be  a  better  course  for 
^Ite  Administration  to  pursue,  to  answer  the  pur- 

fiises  they  feemed  to  have  in  view;  but  he  sup- 
■jsed  they  |vouId  much  rather  have  his  opposi- 
fiion  than  h  s  advice.    Mr.  P.  said,  before  he  would 
.■jss  this  bilj,  and  let  it  follow  our  Commissioners 
Gottenburg.  giving  up  everything  we  had  sup- 
^sed   woiiy   have  had  any  operation   upon  the 
ish  na'-ion.  and  even  more  than  she  would 
jink  of  asking,  if  he  wished  not  only  to  support 
honor  a;id  interest  of  the  nation,  but  even  the 
neseal  p^rjy  in    power,  and   to  enable   them  to 


e,  and  that  he  should  be  alone  in  it,  he  should 


e  the  consolation  of  having  acted  accordin**^ 


glV( 

hav 

to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  in  the  full  be 
lief  that  the  more  this  subject  was  examined,  if 
the  war  continued,  the  more  the  majority  would 
doubt  the  correctness  of  the  vote  they  had  given 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  briefly  replied  to  Mr. 
Potter,  in  a  strain  of  good  humored  retort. 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  in  a  decided  and 
impressive  manner,  deriving  additional  interest 
from  the  debility  with  which  a  tedious  illness  has 


fike  an  honorable  peace,  or  to  continue  the  war,    afflicted  him,  and  under  which  he  yet  labors 


would  immediately  lay  taxes  and  postpone  the 
(c.Uection  -of  them  until  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
[tess,  and  pjedge  them  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
loney  thist-  should  be  borrowed  this  year,  pro- 
vided the  war  continued;  he  would  then  borrow 
SU  the  moB>y  wanted  for  the  service  of  this  year  ; 
.?!  would  tben  make  a  sincere  exertion  to  make 
"fii  honorably  peace,  and  in  such  manner  as,  if  it 
lied,  he  ?iiould  be  able  to  demonstrate  to  the 
Uople  that  we  had  done  everything  that  ought 
libe  required  of  us  to  put  an  end  to  this  ruinous 
ArAT.  If  w;  should  have  peace  the  taxes  would 
>i(Tt  be  wanted,  the  collection  of  them  could  be 
ij^-.pended,  <.nd  the  laws  repealed  ;  but  if  we  were 
^liliged  to  c'ontinue  the  war,  we  should  have  the 
|ij»ney  to  c;'>rry  it  on,  and  the  people  would  thus 
'\iy  their  l»*xes  cheerfully  to  support  the  honor 
^rfd  credit  of  the  country;  and  those  who  have 
>wuey,  undf  r  such  a  state  of  things,  would  loan 
ji«o  the  Gcvernment. 
;?^Mr.  P.  sa'd  he  knew  very  well,  as  his 


ve- 
hemently opposed  the  bill,  contending  that  to  pa.ss 
it  would  be  to  react  the  farce,  as  he  termed  it,  of 
the  repeal  of  the  first  embargo  ;  that  it  would 
protract  the  war  forty  years,  and  degrade  the 
character  of  the  nation  for  firmness,  energy,  and 
consistency. 

Mr.  SHipnERD,  of  New  York,  supported  the 
bill  on  the  ground  of  his  general  detestation  of 
the  restrictive  system  ;  and  congratulating  the 
House  and  the  nation  on  the  effect  which  he 
hoped  this  measure  would  have  to  blunt  the  as- 
perities of  party,  and  unite  the  country,  dec. 

Wnen  Mr.  S.  concluded — 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  lime,  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  115,  nays  38,  as  follows: 

Ylas — Messrs.  AUton.  Anderson,  Archer,   Bayliea 
of  Massachusetta,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Brown,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,   Chappell,  CUley,  Clark,  Comstock, 
constitu-  j  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox.  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper, 


ii'hs  were  a  navigating  and  manufacturing  people,  '  Davenport,  Daria  of  Pennsylvania,  Duvalli  Ely",  fep-' 
U^first  view  the  Message  of  the  President  would  pes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fiskof  New  York,' For- 
j^l-ra  to  fnvor  their  interest,  and  it  would  have  t  "fX'  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gcddcs,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
l^sn  gratifying  to  him  if  he  could  have  so  con-  j  ^ourd'".  ^rosvenor, Grundy,  Hale,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,' 
^^ered  it.|  To  those  concerned  in  navigation  the  Lowell.  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Irving, 
'^leal  of  iUe  nonimportation  act  was  held  out,  Jfckson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
fi  repeal  of  which  would  be  of  very  little  ad-  j  ^^'^^<  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
#Qtage  to  tfiem,  unless  we  could  have  peace  with  '  ^'"^  °^  Massachusette,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
.♦t-.  wiiichlx^jould  tlien,  and  not  until  ttien,  put  jt  i  ^efferts,  Lewis,  Lovelt,  Lowndes,  .Markell,  Miller, 
■^Ahe  powe^r  of  those  concerned  in  commerce  by  '  ^^^"^^^  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
^i^iT  enterprise  and  industry,  again  to  use  their  ;  «""?'  j*'*^''*"'''  ^'P*"*  PUkia,  Pleasanu,  Post,  John 
•  '  «eeiJ,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Rich, 

Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Robertiion,  Ruggies,  Sevier,  Sey- 
bert.  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thomp- 
son, Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  MaasachusetU,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  ol 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright. 
^  Nais— Messrs.  Alexander,  Bard,  Barnett,  Butler. 
Caldwell,  Clopton,  Conard,  Crawford,  Denoyelles,  De- 
sha, Earle,  Franklin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkin*. 


|rf*rn  capitni'and  ships  to  transact  their  own  busi- 

,ws,  and  1  j  that  way  to  enrich  themselves  and 

y^f  nation,  K>y  employing  our  own  people  to  tran- 

Ujt  our  owii  business,  rather  than  to  enrich  for- 

niners.  while  our  own  are  suffering  for  the  want 

Jhi  their  usual  business.     To  those  concerned  in 

^inufactums.  the  extension  of  double  duties  are 

I'Sfldout;  they  never   were  put  on  to  aid  them, 

k-k  would  taey  ever  be  extended  for  their  benefit; 

<t  would  oniy  deceive  them— it  is  not  intended. 

I  '^Ir.  P.  s;^^jrhen  he  saw  his  friends  nearly  all 
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Ingham,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lyle,  Macon,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Potter,  Wilham  Reed,  Roane,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehill,  Troup,  Whitchill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wood,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  the  question  when  it  should  be  read  a  third 
time,  some  conversation  took  place.  Mr.  Cal- 
HODN  advocated  this  day,  and  Messrs.  Newton 
and  Wright,  to-morrow. 

The  House  determined  it  should  be  read  a 
third  time  to-day. 

The  engro.ssed  bill  was  then  accordingly  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  question  slated.  •'  Shall  the 
bill  pass  7" 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  stated  the  reasons  why 
he  should  vote  against  the  bill.  He  believed  its 
real  object  to  be,  notwithstanding  what  was  avow- 
ed, to  raise  money  for  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  did  not  think  this  would  be  a  proper 
or  beneficial  mode  of  doing  it ;  and  such  was  the 
system  now  pursued,  that  nothing  but  the  inter- 
position of  Providence  in  producing  a  speedy 
peace  could  save  the  nation  from  disgrace. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  stated  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill,  which 
were  substantially  the  same  as  those  assigned  by 
Mr.  Calhou.n  yesterday,  viz:  the  late  change  in 
those  circumstances  which  rendered  the  restric- 
tive system  an  efficient  weapon  of  war.  He 
hoped  the  time  now  approached  when,  as  in  the 
days  of  the  Revolution,  all  parlies  would  rally 
round  the  standard  of  the  country,  and  support 
the  Government  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  neg- 
atived, 

Mr.  Newton  n^i  took  the  floor,  and  in  a  neat 
and  forcible  speech  of  half  an  hour,  spread  before 
the  House  the  reasons,  founded  on  the  utility  of 
the  restrictive  system  as  a  war  measure,  and  the 
necessity  of  stability  in  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment, which  induced  him  to  vote  against  the  bill. 
The  causes  which  produced  the  embargo  he  con- 
ceived to  operate  imperiously  at  this  moment, 
when  the  campaign  in  the  North  was  about  open- 
ing, and  our  supplies,  which  would  certainly  fall 
into  the  hands  of  ihe  enemy,  would  be  more  use- 
ful to  him  than  at  any  moment. 

When  Mr.  Newton  concluded,  the  question  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  was  decided  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alston,  .Anderson,  Archer,  Baylies  of 
Massachusitts,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury , 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Cillcy,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Duvall,  Ely,  Ep- 
pes,  Evans,  F'arrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Howell, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn, King  of  Massachusetu,  King  of  North  Carohna, 
Law,  Leffiprts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Mil- 
ler, Mofiit,  .Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Pickena,  Piper,  Pitkin,  PleasanU,  Post, 
John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 


Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge, Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter, 
and  Wright— 115. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Bard,  Bamett,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Clopton,  Conard,  Crawford,  Denoyelles,  De- 
sha, Earle,  Franklin,  Hall,  Hawcs,  Hawkins,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lyle,  Macon,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Roane,  Strong,  Tanne- 
hill,  Troup,  Whitchill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey — 37. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be.  "An  act  to  repeal 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  pons  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,'  and  so  much  of  any  acts  as  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture, 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the  col- 
onies or  dependencies,  or  of  any  place  or  country 
in  the  actual  possession  of  Great  Britain,  and  for 
other  purfKjses." 


Friday,  April  8. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  committee  ap- 

fiointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
ishing  a  National  Bank,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  that  subject. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  was  required 
to  procure,  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  all  such  maps,  plats,  and  surveys, 
as,  in  his  opinion,  may  aid  the  said  committee  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fixing  ihe  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson's  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
by  substituting  the  first  Monday  of  November  for 
the  third  Monday  in  October,  being  still  under 
consideration,  he  modified  said  motion  so  as  to 
substitute  the  last  Monday  of  October  thereof. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  ihe  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  '*  to  define  more  explicitly  the  duties  of  the 
Judges  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Territory  of 
Illinois  and  Indiana;"  and  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Judiciary  Commiitee  thereto  were 
disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  after  con- 
siderable debate,  in  which  Mr.  Jennings  sup- 
ported and  Mr.  Eppes  principally  opposed  the 
bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative;  so  the  bill 
was  rejected. 
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~4  

JOq  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  the  \  gislature  of  Kentucky,  requesting  that  such  a  law 

raoaker  of  tbis  House  was  instructed  to  inform  may  be  passed. 

t2-  Executive  of  Virginia  of  the  death  of  John  A  warm  debate  took  place  thereon,  which  oc- 

mwsoN  one  of  the  Representatives  of  said  State,  cupied  the  House  till  4  o'clock  ;  in  the  course  of 

^'The  Uou\J  took  up  the   resolution   subraiited  which  the  motion  for  nostponement  was  support- 

hv -Mr    WuicHT,   of  Maryland,   the  day   before  ed  by  Mr.  Gholson,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Grun- 

visrerdav,  vii^:  "That  no  amendment  by  way  of  dy,  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Alston  of  ^orlh 

■     beher^fter  received   to  a  bill  on   its  third  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Wright  of  Md.— and  warm- 


l5i'in^V'and,"a7terso"mrei  plana  lions  from  Mr.    ly  opposed   by  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.MoNTGOMERV 
\f5onthe  ground  of  uniformity  in  the  proceed-    Mr.  Desha,  and   Mr^.  Sharp  o/,^^^,°^"^7' *f^ 
ise,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a  ■  by  Mr 

lakae  majoiiicy 


jrrouc 
it^jj.  of  the  tjous 
"'6  raajoi 

fhe  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  Wil- 
l^mson  and.  Thomas  Rice;  and  the  engrossed 
bilfor  the  leliefof  B.  W.  Crowninshield.  were 
r  ^*1  a  third  }ime  and  passed. 

rifhe  engrassed  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
'  Vh  act  for^  ascertaaning  titles  to  lands  in  (hat 
p  ;rt  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the  Missi3- 
s;  jpi  and  l^and  of  New  Orleans;"  and  the  en- 
glossed  bill  juppleraentary  to  an  act  "to  provide 
r«r  the  widi>ws  and  orphans  of  militia  disabled 
if  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  were  also 
ad  a  thir^jime  and  passed.  I 

TEie  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cahoone  and 
Uers.  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  ;  as  also 
as  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Cutler. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection,  , 
leservalion  and  exhibition  of  such  standards  as 
^ve  been  or  may  hereafl«r  be  taken  by  the  Army 
{^d  Navy  of  the  United  States  from  their  enemies, 
Sas  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
•j  The  engrossed  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
iteeiing  oj    Congress  (last  Monday  in   October 
^it)  was  fead  a  third  time  anJ  passed. 
Jjhe  bill  (.'XtendiDg  relief  to  certain  purchasers  ; 
/l  public  lanxls  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  passed  ] 
i^rough  a  ^ommiiteeof  the  Whole,  and  was 
tp-(]ered  to  b^;  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  ; 

.5»  The  bill  to  authorize  the  subdivision  of  the  ^ 
wads  of  tbe  United  States  passed  through  a  com- 
*^llee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
^pssed  for  a  third  reading.  ■ 

^The  bill  for  the   more  efifective  protection  of  I 
'^\^  Northwestern  frontier,  by  granting  donations  i 
Su'Jland  to  actual  settlers,  passed  through  a  Cora- 
"Hiiitee  of  ihe  Whole,  where  it  was  amended  and  ! 
(fl-ported  to  the  House.     But  the  House   refused 
5^, proceed  to  consider  the  report. 
J^  A.  raessa^f  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ihiit  the  Sieoate   have  passed  a  bill  ''to  incorpo- 
^  ie  a   coarpany  for  the  purnose  of  supplying 
jorgetow-i)  with   water;"  also,  a  bill  "author- 
)g  the  aippoiniment  of,  certain  oflScers  for  the 
{tilla  ser\!hce  ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  coa- 
•j^i^rence  uj  this  House. 


Jackson  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Farrow 
of  South  Carolina. 

It  appeared,  m  the  course  of  this  debate,  that 
the  necessity  which  had  produced  the  memorial  of 
Kentucky,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  intro- 
duction of  the  bill  before  the  House,  arose^from 
the  existence  of  a  controversy  between  the  Stales 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the 
boundary  line,  which  dispute  had  commenced 
between  the  mother  States  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  before  the  birth  of  the  two  first  named 
States,  and  which  it  appears  the  two  States  can- 
not accommodate  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  settle- 
ment of  which  becomes  every  day  less  practica- 
ble, from  the  lapse  of  time,  irritation  bv  repeated 
collision,  and  ine  increased  value  of  the  land 
which  is  in  dispute,  having  been  granted  to  dif- 
ferent individuals  at  the  same  liiue  by  both 
States. 

The  discussion  was  not  confined  to  the  abstract 
expediency  of  legislating  on  the  subject  of  ihe 
bill,  but  more  or  less  connected  itself  with  the 
merit  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  to  the  land,  the  titles  to  which  are 
jeopardized  and  unsettled  in  consequence  of  this 
dispute.  An  opinion  wasexpiessed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  Tennessee  that  the  question  may  be  ami- 
cably settled,  without  the  intervention  of  such 
a  law. 

On  the  question  there  were  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement 56,  against  it  27. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  of  course  the 
question  could  not  be  decided  on.  And  the  House 
adjourned. 


Saturday,  April  9. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  agreement  of  that  com- 
mittee to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  "  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles 
in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri." The  amendments  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  OQ  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  lor  other 
purposes;  wluch  was  read  twice,  and  committed 

■the  mode  of  prosecuting  and  deciding  controver-    to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

I^ifs  betwf-vo  two  Of  more  States,  being  called  up  i      Mr.  Eppes,  also,  reported  a  bill  for  the   relief 


It  -CONTROVERSIES  BETWEEN  STATES. 
:l,  .The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  prescribe 


||i|  Mr.  Dt-iUA  of  Kentucky, 

vi  :Mr.  GrtqLSON.  of  Virginia,  moved    that   the 

fi^rder  of  th4  day  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

fj.  iMr.  Mj jTG0.ME«Y,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the 

''pi)stponeih#ni,  and  read  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 

I  :i  , 

i  ! 


of  George  Hamilton  ,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

On   motion  of  Mr.   Eppbs,  the   Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
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AiiJI^LTlSU^  Revmon  of  the  Revenue  Lavs.  jL^ 

:brrnsideration  of  the  several  petitions  which  '  Lays^^^^^ 
have  been   presented  to  this   House  during  the    \^/^^J\S  be'  n"rosspd    or  a  third  reading, 
present  session,  and  referred  to  them,  from  sundry    '^"^^^^^.^^"^/u^f.'elief  of  Arthur  Tappan.  John 
rnhab.tants  f  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Con  The^b  ll^fo    the  rel.ef^of  A^^  ^^PP  ^^^^^^^^ 

necticut,  and   New  York,  who  are  non  re  lueui       f.^°..'^,^  .Ke  Whole,  and,  afler  an  unsuc- 

*  Mr.  Fish,  of  New  York,  from  the  select  com-  , 
mittee  appointed  to  inquire  iq,to  the  manner  ol 
making  contracts  for  supplying  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  lo  what  extent  general  otticers 
have  interfered  in  such  contracts  prejudicial  to 
the  public  interest,  and  to  rights  of  individuals, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table.  .      „  i  ..  . 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
accompanied  with  sundry  statements  prepared 
in  obedience  to  an  act  establishing  a  Mint  and 
regulating  the  coinsof  the  United  States  ;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "authorizing  the 
appointment  of  certain  officers  for  the  flotilla  ser- 


vice. 


was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflairs. 

The  bill  from   the   Senate,  "to  incorporate  a 
company  for   the   purpose  of  supplying^  G^org^; 


indefinitely,  was  ordered    to  be  engrossed   for  a 

third  reading.  ,   ■     u 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senat  insist  on  their   amendment  to  the 
bill  ■■  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  ot  Tennessee, 
therein  mentioned."  and  ask  a  conference  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment.     The  Sen- 
ate have  concurred  in  the  resolution  sent  from  this 
House,  to  fix  the  time  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
present   session  of  Congress,  with   amendments. 
The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "fixing  the  salary 
1  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  allowing  a  sum  for  the  employment  of  addi- 
!  tional   clerks  in  his  office,  for   the  year  1S14,  and 
I  providing  for  the  appointment  of  assistant  district 
i  paymasters  ;"  in  which  bill  and  amendments  they 
i  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
i      The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
1  the  Whole,  on  the  bill   for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
I  Cutis,  which  excited  much  debate,  on  account  of 
the  principle  involved  in  it.     And  the  Commit- 


rr:l'.r:ar.'Tr .ad  !;\'te!:.^a  o^aeJeV,  .ee ;..v,„    r.e„  WUKO^^ 


re- 


to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General 


port  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert.  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  from  the  Sen- 
ate announcing   iheir  agreement   to  adjourn  on 


the  assent  01    i^ongress  lo  au  ati  ui   iu>.  v^^.. i--  -     ;„.,,„, 

Assembly  of  .he  sfa.e  of  Tennessee,  .he,e,n  men.  ,  M°"  'V    ^    >8  h    -,     . 


lioned;"   and  the  said  amendment  being  again 
read,  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  relief  to  certain 
purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  subdivision 
of  the  quarter  sections  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  for  making  an  allowance  to  the 
person  employed  to  superintend  the  post  office  of 
this  House,  was  again  taken  up;  and  two  dollars 
per  day  having  been  fixed  upon  as  the  compensa- 
tion, the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  viz :  the  bill  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  commencing  and  prosecuting 
and  deciding  controversies  between  two  or  more 
States;  and  Mr.  Humphreys,  of  Tennessee,  hav- 
ing withdrawn  his  motion  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  thereof  indefinitely,  the  question 
was  taken  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  mto  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  btate,  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  present  war.  to  make 
an  additional  allowance  to  the  owners  and  mas- 


Mr.  Gholson.  of  Virginia,  moved  to  substitute 
the  14th  for  the'lSth  instant,  which  motion  was 

neeatived.  .      .• 

And  the  decision  of  the  Senate  in  this  respect 

was  concurred  in. 

REVISION  OF  THE  REVENUE  LAWS. 
Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  in  the  city  and  neighborhood  of 
Baltimore,  praying  that  the  revenue  laws  may 
be  amended  so  as  to  ascertain,  with  greater  cer- 
tainty, the  amount  of  duties  payable  on  impor- 
tations of  goods;  and,  that  the  importation  of 
cotton  goods,  from  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  may  be  prohibited. 

The  petition  is  as  follows  : 
To  the   honorable,  the  Senate   and  Houbc  of  Repre- 
B^nUtives  of  the  United  States  of  America  m  Con- 
gress assembled,  your  petitioners,  manufacturers  of 
the  city  and  neighborhood  of  Baltimore,  and  others, 
who   feel   interested   in  the   promotion  of  domestic 
manufactures,  respectfully  represent : 
That   they  have  long   understood,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  many  merchanU  engaged  in  the  importation  of  for- 
eign  manufactured    merchandise,  that  the   mode   at 
present  used   to   ascertain  the   duties  thereon   is,  in 
many  respects,  very  defective,  not  calculated  cither  to 

,.!•  .-r.u-T'^;!.!,!  fif  atoo  in  a  full  rprpint 


Jditional  allowance  to  ine  owIler^  anu  ».»-      maujr  respecis,  *cij  uc^vw.-,  --. ■•----  --  — 

ters  of  vesels  for  bringincr  back  to  the  United  ;  protect  the  intcresU  of  the  Lnited  States  ma  full  receipt 
States  destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen,  of  revenue,  or  the  honest  importer  from  the  practices 
nassed  throueh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  of  the  fraudulent  one,  and  that  some  amendment  to 
was  ordered  fo  be  en^^^^^  Ithc   present   collection    law    is   absolutely  necessary 

Theb  llforTerel^^^^  "*»- "°^"  '^'  impression,  that  a  law  wdl 
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•c^n?  be  paut^U,  which  will  have  the  effect  to  produce  | 
aifc  entire  ch^njfc  in  thit  usual  manner  of  introducing 
sUf^  manufart^res,  at  ieaat  those  which  are  of  British 
orffciin,  throujjh  the  medium  of  neutrals,  and,  therefore, 
it^^more  desirable  th»n  ever,  that  such  an  amend- 
nSp\  should  bi;  made  without  delay,  because,  if  this 
1^  (should  uses,  an  immense  importation  of  goods 
viBlloo  doubi  l^ke  place  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks, 
afisif  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  collection  law 
s3i^ld  not  bt  ipade  previous  thereto,  the  United  States 
w^  Jno  doutit;  suffer  a  great  loss  of  revenue,  and  an 
iiw'gi^  propoitipnal  thereto  will  be  done  to  domestic 
nj£>*jfacture».;  It  is  ot  little  moment  to  the  importer 
w^»  is  the  ridt^  of  duty  which  he  has  to  pay,  because 
h^l&L^wavs  ctlnulates  0.1  its  reimbursement;  but  it  is 
o.^Jtai  impoitjince  to  him,  and  to  the  security  of  the 
r«J?fiue,  that  <^e  same-  duty  is  paid  on  the  same  kind 
aM»juality  cf; goods  by  every  importer  in  the  United 
bi^U-  To  erideavor  to  obtain  such  an  amendment 
Uj^t««  present  pollectioa  law  as  will  have  this  effect,  is 
t)jJ  principal  object  of  this  petition,  and  your  petition- 
c^«pe  the  moj-e  solicitous  for  it  from  a  full  belief,  that 
w-^y  It  will  protect  »he  interests  of  the  fair  trader, 
a  iHincrease  tfe  revenue,  it  will  also  support  the  man- 
uJ^ciories  alpeidy  established  in  the  United  States  and 
f^.ard  and  ejncourage  the  erection  of  many  others 
ifS-4  in  contuniplation. 

Tjiijur  petiCio^iers  fur'her  represent,  that  they  believe 
a^  j);ohibtion.  c|f  the  importation  of  cotton  goods  the 
rki^iAilacture  o)f  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
ijV,  would  very  materially  tend  to  benefit  the  agri- 
it'jral  interejit  of  the  country,  by  creating  a  constant 
aWljsteaiiy  ue^and  for  raw  cotton,  and  that,  while  it 
Id  encouipge  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton 
lAirlcs,  it  woiild  servo  as  an  important  check  to  the 
e£u«*rtation  ofispecie. 

'^Dur  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  an  act  or  acU  may 
iJ^Mised  for  (he  purposes  stated,  or  that  such  other 
r*v^Kf  may  ba  granted  in  the  premises  as  to  both  Houses 
ct^Tongress  may  appear  to  be  right,  and  your  peti- 
t&ifcrs,  as  io  fluty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

Kigned  bj  »he  subscribers,  a  committee  appointed 
t'jfg   his  pur'K^se,  at  a  nieeting  held  at  the  Merchants' 

<5rt$B<;  Hout»e  iin  Baltimore,  the  6th  day  of  April,  1814. 

Ai  ;.  i  JOHN  HII.LEN, 

WM.  PATTERSON, 
SAMUEL  HARDEN, 
ROBERT  McKIM, 
L    JOHN  GILL, 
i      NATHAN  LEVERING, 
EDWARD  GRAY. 
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^'jThe  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Vnmerce  j^nd  Manufactures. 


sembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 
tioned:" Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  con- 
ference asked  by  the  Senate,  and  that  Mr.  Grundy, 
Mr.  Eppes,  and  Mr.  Tklfair.  be  the  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rais- 
ing the  floor  and  completing  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives' Chamber  for  the  accommodation  and 
health  of  the  menrtbers.  Mr.  Wright.  Mr.  Shbf- 
FEY,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  Mr.  Sharp. 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "authorizing  the  payment  for  property  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  whilst  in  the  public  service 
by  the  enemy  of  the  United  Stales;"  and  the 
bill  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Augustus 
McKinney  and  Laysel  Bancroft,  and  the  engros- 
sed bill,  ''authorizing  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  du- 
'  ring  the  present  war,  to  make  an  additional  at* 
'  lowance  to  the  owners  and  masters  of  vessels  for 
'  bringing  back  to  the  United  States  destitute  and 
'  distressed  American  seamen,"  were  each  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ''to  incorporate  a 
company  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  George- 
town with  water"  was  read  three  limes,  slightly 
amended,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of 
the  United  States  to  be  surveyed,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  "granting  pensions  to  officers  and  sea- 
men serving  on  board  of  revenue  cutters  in  cer- 
tain cases,"  was  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

The  bill  fur  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  passed  though 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  amended,  and 
then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  io- 
detiniiely. 

The  bill  concerning  certificates  of  claims  to 
lands  in  tMtL  State  of  Louisiana,  passed  through 
a  Comraiitpe  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


MoxDAY.  April  11 


^i  allowing 
d|^%l  clertsj 
l^fjvidmg  let-  the  appointment  of  assistant  district 

S»  master?. 'f  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
.^Jinmiltet  |)n  Miliiary  Affairs. 
-*^|rhe  Houje  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
ffiin  the  Sd>nate,  asking  a  conference  upon  the 
Iject-maiJer  of  the  amendments  depending  be- 
p^ien  the  t|vo  Houses  to  the  bill  "declaring  the 
SfcfeQl  of  C{>ngress  to  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
5t  1 


Tuesday,  April  12. 

Mr.  Mlrkree,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an 
act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  passed  ou  the  12ih  day  of 
December,  1S04,  establishing  the  fees  of  the  har- 
bor master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports  of  Sa- 
vannah and  St.  Mary's  in  Georgia. — Twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported   the  bill  from  the  Senate, "au- 
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thorizing  an  augmentation  of  the  marine  corps,' 
and   for  other   purposes."   without   amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  ot  I 
the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate ''authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain 
officers  for  the  flotilla  service  ;"  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  on  Lake 
Erie;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned.        | 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  ' 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  fixing 
the  salary  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  1 
United  States,  and   allowing  a  sum  for  the  em-  , 
ployraent  of  additional   clerks  in   his  office,  for  ! 
the  year  1814.  and  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  assistant  district  paymasters."  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Grondy.  from  the  managers  appointed  by 
this  House,  to  confer  with  the  managers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  "  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, therein  mentioned,"  made  a  report  there- 
on ;  which   was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table.  ,     T>        J  r 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  certain  parts  of  the 
coast  of  the  United  States  to  be  surveyed  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  granting  pensions  to  officers 
and  seamen  serving  on  board  of  revenue  cutters,  i 
in  certain  cases,  was  read   the  third    time,  and  I 

passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  certincates  ol  , 
confirmation  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  j 
Louisiana  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKiM.  the  order  of  the  day  i 
on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni-  i 
ted  States,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  j 
embargo,  to  allow  the  transportation,  by  water, 
of  lime  from  Thomastown  and  Hampden,  in  the 
District  of  Maine,  to  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  service  of 
such  volunteers  as  shall  organize  themselves  for 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  Trocp  explained  the  object  of  the  bill, 
which  appears  to  have  b*en  predicated  on  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  War.  suggesting  the 
propriety  of  giving  such  an  authority  to  the 
Government,  in  consequence  of  certain  offers  of 
service  made  by  corps  of  this  description  from 
more  than  one  section  of  the  country.  No  ob- 
jection being  made  to  the  bill,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  engrftssed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  called  up  the  bill  for 
making  good  the  land  promised  by  Virginia  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  which  the  House  refused 


to  take  up  by  the  following  vote:  For  taking  it 

up  42.  against  it  52.  ,■  e     r 

The   bill   from    the    Senate    for    the    relief  of 
David  Porter,  officers,  and  crew,  (for  seizing  and 
prosecutins,  at  his  own  cost  and  risk,  certain  ves- 
sels, smugglers  or  pirates,  at  New  Orleans,  some 
years  ago.)  was  called  up  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of 
Louisiana,   passed    through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was 
accordingly  read  a  third  time,  and  finally  passed. 
The  bill  authorizing  two  lotteries  in  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  having  been 
called   up  bv  Mr.   Lewis,  the  House   refused  to 
take  it  up.     The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
then  discharged  from  the  fun  her  consideration 
of  the  bill,  which  is  now  immediately  before  the 
House. 
I      The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  resolved 
'  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
;  to  continue  in  force  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  two  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  Geor- 
gia  and   Maryland.     [These  acts,  to  which  the 
I  assent  of  Congress  is  proposed  to  be  renewed, 
'  impose  certain  port  duties  on  tonnage,  applicable 

to  the  improvement  of  ports  in  said  States.] 

I      To  this  bill  considerable  opposition  was  made 

[  by  Mr.  Davenport  and  Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  Con- 

I  necticut.  and  Mr.  Reed  and   Mr.  King,  of  Mas- 

i  sachusetts.  to  which  Messrs.  McKim  and  Wright, 

I  of  Maryland,  and  Troop,  Cuthbert,  and  Hall, 

of  Georgia,  replied.     The  bill  was  ordered  to  be 

read  a  third   time   to-morrow,  by  the  following 

vote:  For  the  bill  56,  against  it  44. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  McCall 
(on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert.  of  Pennsylvania,) 
passed  through  a  Comraiilee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chappell,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard 
passed  throujjh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly read  a  third  time,  and  finally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisic.  of  Vermont,  the  bill 
to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  ihe  Whole,  and  was  reported  to  the 
House.  On  the  question  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  lime,  there  were  for  the  third  reading  38, 
against  it  43. 

A  quorum  not  having  voted  on  ibe  first  count, 
before  the  second  count  was  had.  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  the   town  of  Alexandria, 
t  in   the   District  of  Columbia.  i)ai.sed  through  a 
I  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 

engro>sed  for  a  third  reading. 

I      A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

I  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '  to  repeal 

i  the  act,  entitled 'An  ad  laying  an   embargo  on 

all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 

the   United   States,  and   so   much  of  any  act  or 

acts  a?  prohibit  the  importation  of  goods,  wares, 


I 
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?JV:merclianrlise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- I  TannehiU,  Thompwn.  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Penn 
reat  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  |  syWania 


uijfj|*ture.  of  G  . 

ofy.^e  coloni-is  or  denendencies  thereof,  or  of  any 
[i^M^  or  cojiitry  in  the  actual  possession  of  Great 


I*:«;i»in 


an.)  .for 


other   purposes, 


s."  with  amend- 


Nats — .Messrs.  Archer,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Maua- 
chusetta,  Bigelow,  Bradley,  Champion,  Cillcy,  Com- 
stock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cuthbert,  DaTcnport,  Ely,  Fi»k 
of  Vt.,  Fisk  of  N.  Y.,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Hale,  Hall.  Hungerford,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Va..  Kent  of  Md.,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes, 
Markell,  McKim,  .Moffitt,  .Moore,  Moseley,  Murfree. 
,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Parker,  Potter,  John    Reed,  William 

rj*?d,"  as  to  accept  of  the  modification  proposed  ,  jj^^j    j^j(.jj   Ridgdy,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sher- 

\jti\he  corur>iittee  of  conference,  and  they  have  |  ^ood.   Smith  of  New    York,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 

rj^.iified  the,bill  accordingly.     The  Senate  have  ;  madge,  Taylor.  Telfair,  Vose,  Ward  of  New   Jersey. 

aV.-L  passed  a' bill 'for  the  relief  of  Israel  Thoru- 

(i|([#;"  in  wljich  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 

c^>nis  Housi;. 


M»::ts;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
tf'jJ  House,  :The    Senate    have  so  far    receded  j 
fj«ui  their  jiijiendtnenl  to  the  bill  "declaring  the 
J^ifit  of  Coligress  to  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
""   )ly  of  th|?  Stale  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 


l^^he  Houst  proceeded  to  consider  the  mes.sage 
ff»M   the   Stnale.  informing  this  House  of  their 


fft^i   the   Sjnale.  inlorming 

a|tfoement  t,j  the  modification  proposed    by  the 


r 


ji^jt  committee  of  conference,  on  the  subject- 
iO|ter  of  thi-  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
tftfihe  bill  •  *Jeciarmg  the  assent  of  Congress  to 


Whealon,  Wilcox,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

EXFORT.\TION  OF  GOLD  AND  SILVER. 
The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
bullion,  having  been  called  up  by  Mr.  Calhoc.n, 
of  South  Carolina,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
who  reported  it — 

Mr.  William  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  moved 
artictof  iL'eGener.Tl  Assembly  of  the  State  of  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  said  order  of  the 
IV^essee,  .Jherein  mentioned  ;"  and  the  report  of  day,  on  which  motion  the  vote  was  as  follows: 
tr.isarae  be]ng  read:  Whereupon.  I  For  the  postponement  43,  against  it  /2. 

■iesolved    That   inis   House   do  ?o  far  recede  "      The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  being 
f.-lQ  their 'tlisagreement   to  the  amendment  of    negatived,  the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
tC^rSenat.'  ito   The  said   bill  as  to  accept  of  the    Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill. 
i&iJificatior;  proposed  by  the  joint  committee  of  1      The  bill  having  been  read  through— 
reference  *  •     *      .       ^  ••  Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  in  relation  to  the  sub- 

'{■he  bill' from  the   Senate  -^  for  the  relief  of  [  ject  of  this  bill  he  had  not  much  to  say,  not  being 
liritl  Thor^dike,''  was  read  twice,  and  commit 


t#^to  the  Oommittee  of  Commerce  and  Manu 
(y^ures.       , 

^j  Excise  on  liquors. 

''i'he  bill  to  change  the  tax  on  domestic  dis- 
tjiwd  liquors  from  the  capacity  of  the  still  to  the 
f,^^ntity  distilled,  having  been  called  up,  a  mo- 
Uji  was  made  by  Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Caro- 
l^'.'ii.  in  punuance  of  a  decision  of  the  Commit- 
fj^tj-of  Ways  and  Means  subsequent  to  the  bill's 
h|vng  reporled.  to  postpone  the  further  consider- 
)n  of  thi'  order  cf  the  day  indefinitely  ;  which 
jtion  wa;  suppor'.ed  by  the  mover.  Mr.  Grun- 
and  Mr.  Himphrey3.  of  Tennessee.  Mr. 
'*ftEiGHT0i<,  of  Ohio,  and  .Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 


conversant  in  this  matter.  Its  object,  hpwever. 
was  to  protect  our  moneyed  institutions  from 
drains  from  abroad.  Whether  the  bill  would 
have  this  eflect  or  not,  he  could  not  say  ;  his 
opinion  must  be  regulated  by  that  of  those  who 
were  conversant  on  it.  Candor  required  him  to 
say  he  had  some  doubts  of  the  entire  efficacy  of 
this  bill,  and  feared  that  the  facility  of  exporting 
an  article  of  so  small  a  bulk  as  specie  or  bullion 
would  evade  the  most  strenuous  efTorts  of  our 
custom-house  officers. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  fourth  section,  which 
permits,  under  strict  regulations,  the  exportation 
of  specie  coastwise.  His  idea  was  that  specie 
would  never  be  transported  by  sea,  because  of  the 


|prk,  principally  on  the  ground  of  the  lateness  '  ^i^j.  unless  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  the  ene- 
i;  the  sess'ion.  and  the  propriety  of  ascertaining  ^^  ".  g^j^  therefore,  though  he  felt  no  great  soli- 
I  \re  accurjiiely  the  operation  of  the  present  sys-    ^4,^ jg  about  this  bill,  he  was  desirous,  if  it  passed, 


■t^t\i  before  k  should  be  changed  ;  and  was  opposed 
V.-.Mr.  McKi.M,  of  Maryland. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
'  ided  in  '.he  affirmative  by  the  following  vote 
!^:  yeas  and    nays.     For    the  postponement   61, 
j^ainst  it  5*^,  as  follows  : 
"♦vYcAs — Mi'ssrs..\lexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 


that  this  section  should  be  struck  out. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  nega- 
tived by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  William  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  object- 
ed to  this  bill  because  likely  to  be  inefficient ; 
and  as  a  remaining  feature  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, which,  if  it  was  to^go  down,  he  wished  to 


V<*atl.    Bowpn,    Brown.    Butler,    Caperton,    Calhoun,     ^^   '^^^^    altogether.     The 


ould  have 


J>^-Lean,  .Montgomery,  Urmsby, 

'n'^ckens,  PJeasants,    Rea   of   Pennsylvania,    Rhea    of 
ilVnnessee,.  Roane,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Stanford, 


to  allow  the  exportation,  in  vessels  bound  to  ports 
beyond    the  Cape   of  Good  Hope,  of  specie  in 


h 
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sufficient  araoant  to  pay  the  duties  on  the  cargo 
of  the  vessel  on  its  arrival  at  its  port  of  destina- 
tion, &,c.  Without  such  an  amendment,  the  ef- 
fect of  the  bill  would  be.  he  conceived,  to  pro- 
hibit all  trade  to  ports  in  China  or  India,  as  the 
duties  were  there  required  to  be  paid  in  specie  im- 
mediately on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel. 

This  amendment   was  opposed   by  Mr.  Cal- 
HOCN.  and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion.  He  .-^aid  you  might  as  ra- ] 
tionally  and  almost  as  certainly  expect  a  law  to 
be  effectual  to  prevent  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
tide,  as  a  law  to  prevent  specie  from  finding  its 
level. 

Mr.  Grosvenor.  of  New  York,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  motion.     His  objection   was    not  to    the 
principle  of  the  bill,  but  to  the  futility  of  such  a 
law  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view.     Such  an 
act.  he  contended,  must   be  ineffectual,  and  was 
further  objectionable  in  his  view  as  a  remaining 
feature  of  a  system  for  which  he   felt  almost  an 
iastinctive  abhorrence.     The  provisions  of  the 
bill  were  of  an  odious  character,  and,  as  the  bill 
could  have  no  effect,  he  hoped  it  would  not  pass. 
Mr.  Calhoun  said  that   no  gentleman,  he  be-  1 
lieved,  conceived  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  would  j 
be  completely  effectual.     The  only  question  was, 
would    it  deaden   the   current   of  exportation  of 
specie?  Some  appeared  to  think   it  would;  atid 
this   was  the   opinion   of  many  of   the  banks  in 
the  country.    Others  thought  differently,  however, 
and,  for  himselt,  he  had  not  made  up  his  own  mind 
on  the  subject,  though  at  present  inclined  to  sup- 
port the  bill. 

Mr.    Tallmadge.    of    Connecticut,   spoke    in 
favor  of  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
If  the  measure  had  not  been  recommended  by 
the  President,  it  would  never  have  been  thought 
of  by  any  member  of  either  House.     He  objected 
to  the  details  of  the  bill,  which  were  of  the  same 
odious  character  as  the  provisions  of  the  embargo 
laws.     He  stated  several  other  objections  to  the  j 
bill ;  among  which  were,  that  it  was  trifling  with 
the   solemnity    of   oaths,   and    demoralizing   the 
people  of  our  country,  to  exact  oaths  in  relation 
to  trivial  matters  ;  and  that  it  was  a  continuation 
of  the  system  of  arming  citizen  against  citizen, 
and  setting  neighbors  as  spies  upon  each  other, 
Ac.     Especially  he  objected  to  these  provisions, 
when  he  believed  they  could    not   produce  any 
possible  beneficial  effect. 

Mr.  Potter  again  spoke  in  support  of  his  mo- 
lion,  and 

Mr  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  also  spoke 
against  the  bill.  He  said  the  bill,  although  it 
Mvould  not  prevent  the  exportation  of  specie, 
would  have  the  effect  to  prevent  its  importation, 
and  thus  diminish  instead  of  increasing  the  spe- 
cie capital  of  the  country. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  was  decided  as  follows:  For  striking 
it  out  50,  against  it  59. 


So  the  House  refused  10  sirike  out  the  first 

section.  .  -  .    . 

Mr.  Ingersoll  renewed  the  motion  which  he 
had  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
was  again  negatived. 

Mr.  William  Reed  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
limits  its  duration  to  two  years  or  the  close  of 
the  present  war,  and  insert  '•  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress;"  which  motion,  being 
acceded  to  bv  Mr.  Calhocn.  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hale  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.— 
Negatived. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachu.setts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill.  Negatived— ayes 
36. 

A'he  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  of  the  Sen- 
ate announcing  their  passage  of  the  act  repealing 
the  embargo,  &c..  with  amendments  (to  strike 
out  the  third  and  fourth  sections.) 

Mr.  Calhodn  moved  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  amendments. 

This  question  was  decided  without  debate  by 
yeas  and  nays— For  the  amendments  68,  against 
them  52.  as  follows: 

Ykxs — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusctu,  Bigelow,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Chappfll,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Du- 
vall,  Ely,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Jack.son  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Ki.ig  of  MassachusetU,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Ma- 
con, Markell,  Miller,  Moffit.  Montgomery,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pleasants,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Ridgel)  ,  Robertson,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetta,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheat-jn,  White,  Wilcox,  Winter,  and  Wnght. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Bard,  Barnett, 
Beall,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Eppes,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin.  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Humphreys,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lefferts, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McLane,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Par- 
ker, Pickens,  Piper,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sharp, 
Tannehill,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 


Wednesday.  April  13. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  year  1814  ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Murfree.  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  "for  the  relief  of  Israel  Thorndike,'' 
without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 
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^Itv  Wright,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
piJrtJed  on  tfse  11th  instant,  reported  a  bill  mak- 
ing {in  appropriation  for  completing  the  Chamber 
oj,  ipe  Houte  of  Representatives  ;  whicU  was 
r^jni  twice  arid  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
■^^i^le  to-daf . 

ftl|ie  folloiving  resolution  was  submitted  by 
\'§l'.*HuNGERpORD.  for  consideration  : 

[^solved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom 
wyi'submittei),  by  a  resolution  of  thi»  House,  on  the 


question  to  pass  the  said  bill  to  a  third  reading,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIER. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kilboorn,  that 
the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  bill  for  the  belter  protection  of  the  North- 
western frontier  of  the  United  States,  by  granting 
donations  of  land  to  actual  settlers. 

And.  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determ- 
li^'day  of  March  past,  the  petition  and  docurnents  ,  ined  in  the  negative— yeas  3b,  nays 71.  as  follows  : 
arfcj^npanyin^  the  same,  of  John  T.  Courtney  and  Yias — Messra.  Alston,  Bowen,  Caldwell,  Chappell, 
S.si.^iel  Harrison,  and  a  report  and  resolution  of  the  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Ely,  Far- 
C*Timittee  or(  Naval  Affairs  relative  to  the  same,  be,  row,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Gholson, 
aiijihc  is  hertiby,  instructed  to  make  a  report  thereon  i  Goodwyn,  Ciriffin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
toiaa  House.  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  Kilboum, 

T,    ,  ,'  •  I       .u         ■  I     ^        King  of  North  Carolina,  Macon,  McLean,  Miller,  Mur- 

Ijynd,  on  tile  question  to  consider  the  said  res-  I  f      *^,^-,i^„^  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Ship- 
olil.oD,  It  w^s  determined  in  the  negative.  j  ^^^^   ^^-^^  ^^  ^^^  y^^^^  Sturges,  Taggart.  Taylor, 

fA  motion  ivas  made  by  Mr.  Fisk.  of  New  York,  Thompson,  and  Troup. 
lAefer  to  lie  Secretary  of  War  the  documents  Nats— Messrs.  Archer,  Bard,  Barnett,  BayUea  of 
a>"orapanyijig  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- j  ^^ggj^j.j,uggtfgijoy(j,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown, 
p*nted  to  i^iquire  in  what  manner  contracts  for  ;  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox, 
s-jtplying  tl>e  Army  of  the  United  States  have  |  Crawford,  Crouch,  Culpepcr,  Cuthbert,  Eppes,  Fisk 
bSrn  made,  find  to  what  extent  general  officers  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Goldsbo- 
bv^e  interfered  in  such  contracts,  prejudicial  to  rough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Hun- 
t;*  public  it»ieresl  or  to  the  rights  of  individuals. 
!Vlr.  GHOijaoN  moved  that  the  said  motion  do 
li^on  the  table  ;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it 
pL^ed  in  thr  affirmative. 
Krf^n  moiioo  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina. 
iX^ihree  fojlowing  bills,  viz:  A  bill  authorizing 
tt^'increase  of  the  murine  corps  ;  a  bill  loauihor- 
i;pif.the  purcliase  of  ihe  vessels  captured  on  Lake 
l^ne;  and  i^bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the 
arpointmeat  of  officers  for  the  flotilla  service, 
^cre  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
yfcjhily  am^nd^.aad  severally  ordered  to  be  read 
a^ieird  time,  without  opposition. 
T'fhe  engibssed  bill  to  authorize  the  President 

(ithe  Unitiid  State.«i  to  accept  the  service  of  such  j  would  elapse  before  Congress  would  again  con 
^ttifunteer  corps  as  shall   organize  themselves  for  |  yene.     Mr.  G.  said  he  thought  it  very  important. 


gerford,  Ingersoll,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
King  of  Maasachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovelt,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKim,  .Moffit,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pilkin,  Potter, 
William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ridgely, 
Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Udree,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WiUon  of 
Massachusetta,  and  Winter. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  offer  a 
motion,  which  he  prefaced  by  a  word  or  two  of 
explanation.  The  period  of  adjournment,  hesaid, 
was  approaching,  and  an   interval  of  six  months 


W  defenceiof  the  United  States;  the  engrossed  '  jf  the  Executive  was  in  possession  of  any  infor- 
j^ll  continuing  in  force  the  act  declaring  the  as-  i  mation  respecting  our  relations  with  France,  not 
jfentof  Con;  ress  to  two  acts  of  the  States  of  .Mary-  already  in  possession  of  the  public,  that  it  should 
IJ^nd  and  G<  orgia;  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  >  ^g  lajj  before  tbe  House.  He  was  desirous  of 
.;■  Archibald  McCall ;  and  the  engrossed  bi^U  to  j  such  information  for  another  reason.  The  House 
"corporate  the  Columbian  Manufacturing  Cora-  i  was  called  upon  to  legislate  in  relation  to  France, 


% 


iiiny  of  Alexandria  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
*ere  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
:^  (i  messade  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
}uh  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''  lor  the  relief 
^iJames  L|oyd,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 

•ace  of  this  House. 
Ordered.  That   the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

?Jdischarged  from  the  consideration  of  the  bill 


on  a  bill  which  has  been  reported  in  this  House, 
but  not  yet  acted  on,  to  open  our  ports  to  the 
cruisers  of  France.  The  House  had  been  informed, 
loo,  by  the  President  in  his  late  Messa^je,  that  the 
most  astonishing  changes  had  taken  place  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.  It  was  important  to  know 
how  far  these  changes  affected  our  relations  with 
France,  and   the  policy  of  that  measure  he  had 


;authori/;e  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury  to  i  alluded  to.     These  were  his  reasons,  and  his  only 


jTiscribe,  4n  behalf  of  the  United  Stales,  for  750 

§iares  of  ilje  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
'elaware  f^anal  Company. 
Mr.  BoN-o.  of  Illinois,  having  called  up  the  bill 
^auihorije  the  opening  a  road  from  Shawanoe- 
m>^n  in  Illinois  Territory.  &c.,  the  House  rei'used 
*<^jit«ke  it  up> 

_ji  .The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell  pass- 
Jj(4  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  on  the 

r|       ^ 

«i;  -   ' 


reasons,  for  offering  the  following  resolution  : 

Rttolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  any  infor- 
mation in  his  possession  touching  our  relations  with 
France,  which  in  his  judgment  it  is  not  improper  to 
disclose. 

This  motion  having  been  assented  to  by  Mr. 
Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  and  modified,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  by 
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the  insertion  of  the  words  "not  heretofore  com- 
municated," was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

EXPORT.\TION  OF  SPECIE. 

The  engrossed  bill  ''to  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  specie,  gold,  or  siver  coins,  or  bullion,"  was 
read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  PiCKERtNO,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  was 
too  hoarse  to  make  himself  heard,  and  therefore 
did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  merely  to  re- 
quire the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might  ai  least 
record  his  vote  against  ihis  remnant  of  folly  and 
mischief. 

Mr.  Pitkin, of  Connecticut, opposed  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  for  various  reasons.  Specie,  he  said, 
would  always  regulate  itself.  No  Government, 
even  the  most  despotic,  had  ever  been  successful 
in  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  specie.  He 
slated  it  as  a  fact  generally  believed  by  those  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject,  that  more  specie  had 
gone  from  this  country  during  the  last  embargo, 
than  in  any  like  term  of  time  before,  notwith- 
standing the  existence  of  provisions  much  more 
severe  than  those  contained  in  this  bill  against 
exportation.  <fec.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  indelinitely. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  conceived  this  bill 
to  be  one  of  doubtful  expediency,  and  on  which 
it  would  perhaps  be  belter  that  the  House  should 
not  legislate  too  hastily.  In  the  present  situation 
of  things,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  such  a  bill 
was  necessary  to  prevent  the  drain  of  specie  ;  and 
no  great  evil  could  arise  from  postponing  the  sub- 
ject till  the  next  session.  He  should  therefore 
vote  for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  was  of  opin- 
ion with  Mr.  Grundy,  that  this  was  a  measure  of 
questionable  expediency,  and  entertaining  strong  ; 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  law,  he  also  [ 
should  vote  to  postpone  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the  i 
question  of  postponement  at  the  instance  of  .Mr.  i 
Nelson  of  Virginia —  I 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  itie 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  with  a  view,  however, 
not  to  call  it  up  again  at  the  present  session.  His 
object  was  to  avoid  a  toial  rejection  of  the  bill.      I 
Mr.  Nelson  required  ihe  yeas  and  nays  on  this  ! 
motion  also.     This  was  a  bill    reported  by  the  ' 
Committee  of  Foreign   Relations,  in  pursuance  i 
of  a  recommendation  from  the  Executive  of  the 
United  Slates.     If  the  bill  was  important  at  all 
as  a  mean  of  arresting  the  exportation  of  specie, 
it  ought  to  pass  ;  if  not,  it  ought  to  be  rejected  at 
once,  and  not  acted  on  sideways,  and  disposed  ot 
by  an  indirect  vole. 

Mr.  Grundy  then,  with  a  view  to  permit  gen- 
tlemen to  give  a  direct  vole  on  the  bill,  withdrew 
his  motion  ;  and  the  question  on  the  indefinite 
postponement  was  decided  by  the  following  vole  : 
For  the  postponement  63,  against  it  GO  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  .MaasachusetU,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  But- 
ler, Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,   Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Ely,  Farrow,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaaton, 
13Ui  Con.  2d  Slss.— 64 


GedJes.Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Grundy,  HaJe.  Han- 
son, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island.  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kerr.  Kershaw.  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis, 
Lovett.  Lownde«,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Rich,  Ridgelv,  Ruggles,  Seybert,  Sheffey.  Smith  of  New 
York.  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Thompson,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  MassachuaetU, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton, Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania.  Deaha, 
Duvall,  Eppes.  Findley,  Gholson,  Goodwyn.  Griffin, 
Havies,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Inger»oU, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kilboum,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby.  Parker.  Pickens, 
Piptr,  PieasanU,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Roane,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tan- 
nehill, Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree.  Ward  of  New  Jersey. 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright. 

So  the  House  determined  thai  the  said  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely. 


COMPENSATION  TO  MILITIA,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  resolvfd  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  allowing  compensation  for 
horses  owned  bv  militia  or  volunteers  killed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Desha  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  its  general  provision,  and  inserting  sections 
limiting  its  operation  to  Gov.  Shelby's  volunteer? 
and  Colonel  Johnson's  mounted  infaotry.  His 
reason  was.  that  the  horses  in  these  corps  had 
been  regularly  appraised,  and  the  roll  of  appraise- 
ment returned  to,  and  now  in  the  War  Office,  and 
therefore  stood  on  higher  ground  than  like  claims 

generally. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Farrow, 
of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  Beall.  and  Mr.  Creigh- 
ton, of  Ohio,  on  objeciton  to  the  speciality  of  the 
provisions,  and  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  on 
the  ground  tiiat  there  were  others  as  well  entitled 
to  relief  as  the  mounted  infantry  which  was  un- 
der his  command,  though  in  his  opinion  the  case 
I  of  the  horses  in  Shelby's  command  formed  an  ex- 
i  ceplion  from  the  general  rule,  and  was  particu- 
I  larly  entitled  lo  relief. 

I  Mr.  Desha,  whose  object  would  be  perfectly 
I  obtained  by  the  general  provision,  if  that  should 
j  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Committee,  relinquished 
the  support  of  his  proposed  amendment,  and  the 
1  amendment  was  rejected. 

I      The  Coinmiltee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
'  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  m  .de  by  Mr.  Rich,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  new  sectioQ 
in  tiie  following  words  : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  per- 
sons employed  in  removintf  the  Army  from  PlatUburg 
and  Burlington  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  in  the  month  of 
March,  1813.  be  allowed  and  paid  the  amount  of  such 
damages  as  they  shall  have  sustained  by  tbe  loss  or 
injury  ol  sleighs  and   horses  while  employed  in  that 
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srMc9,  •aid  (damages  to  be  ascertained  in  such  manner 
«r.  l^c  PreeiJ.}nt  of  the  United  States  shall  direct." 


i  /iod  aftej;  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived  ; 
8;^Til.  the  bill  Kvas  then  farther  amended  and  order- 
tij^io  be  eDf;iossed  for  a  third  reading. 

^i}  :  Thursday.  April  14. 

■*>^r,  ARcttER.  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  for 
t«;,^'rc'lief  of  Joseph  $.  Hughes;  which  was  twice 
r^.,^j!  and  coi^milled. 

'-'* he  SpeIker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
fruit  the  Srcretary  pf  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
ajlvised  statement  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
S^lies;  uhi'ch   was   read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

lUr, table.  ,     -    ,  T 

^fbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  reliet  of  James 

[>>yd.  was^wice  read  and  committed. 

;^lr.  WilJiam  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  advert 


of  so  amending  the  Judicial  system  «s  to  give  to 

the  Courts  of  the  United  Stales  exclusive  juris- 
diction in  all  cases  arising  under  the  Revenue 
laws  ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 
Mr.  F.  said,  that  very  lately  a  new  practice  had 
arisen  in  some  of  the  States.  Whenever  the  col- 
lectors were  making  seizures  the  States  were  in- 
terfering, so  as  to  interrupt  the  operation  of  the 
revenue'  laws.  He  knew  one  instance,  where 
Sfty-six  writs  had  been  served  on  one  of  the  col- 
lectors in  one  week;  and,  in  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  the  collectors 
had  been  much  harassed.  If  ihi-  ^ystem  could 
be  persisted  in  with  impunity,  the  revenue  laws 
would  be  a  dead  letter.  The  State  courts  might 
levy  on  property  seized  for  taxes,  and.  where  such 
a  disposition  prevailed,  entirely  defeat  the  opera- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales.  Il  was 
never  the  design,  certainly,  of  the  framers  of  the 


i^'.iothe  ..ppointment  of  a   committee  on  i»»«,  Constitution.  To  leave  ihe'couiitry  in  such  a  stale 
B>h  March  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  o  ^^^^  incidental  conversation,  not  affect- 

»iitiing  a  reform  in  the  Naval  Establishment,  and 

^f  impracticability,  during  the  short  lime  which 
W<  since  rjlapsed,  of  maturing  a  report  on  ihe 
ifiiiject,  m(^Ved  that  the  said  committee  be  aulhor- 
Sy  10  act  in  the  recess,  and  report  at  the  next 
:J<^ion;  nof  with  a  view  to  their  actually  silting 
iiSHiag  the  rycess,  but  to  keep  the  committee  alive 
l^il  the  nttxt  session 


:i\t'ter  ROrpe  conversation   on  the  subject,  the 
iSition  waa  adopted. 

.^Jhe  unfavorable  report  of  the  Commiliee  of 
C^ims  on  jthe  petition  of  John  Pitchlyn,  passed 
r^^ough  a  (Committee  of  the  Whole,  was,  on  mo- 
fein  of  MrjARCHEH,  of  Maryland,  reversed,  so  as 
f^hnake  thi-  report  favorable  to  the  petition,  and 
inferred  toHhe  Committee  of  Claims,  lo  report  a 
pli  for  his  relief 


ing  tlie  principle  involved  in  il,  the  motion  was 
agreed  lo  by  a  majority  of  20  or  30  votes;  and 
Mr.  FisK  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Grl.sdy.  Mr.  Inokb- 
80LL.  Mr.  Grosvenor,  and  Mr.  Gasto.n,  were 
appointed  the  said  commiliee. 

FOREIGN  LICENSES. 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  make  a 
motion  on  the  subject  of  the  law  now  in  exist- 
ence, prohibiting  the  use  of  foreign  licenses.  He 
thought  that  it  ought  lo  be  repealed,  for  several 
reaso'ns.  which  he  assigned,  viz:  That  as,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  recommendation  of  the  President, 
every  feature  of  the  restrictive  system  had  been 
abolished,  il  was  important  to  put  our  own  ves- 
sels at  lea>t  on  an  ecjuality  with  those  of  neutral 
nations  trading  with  us;  that  for  this  purpose  a 


V  J\  raessajre  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House  j  ^^^^^y^]  of  tjiis  law  was  necessary  ;  that  there  were 


j»,yl  they  L-ave  passed  the  bill  "  confirming  certain 
'i^ims  to  lund  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
l^ultng  for  ijheir  location,"  with  amendments.   The 
*jtnate  have  also  passed  a  bill.  -  in  further  addi- 
^vn  to  an-aci,  entitled   "An  act  more  effectually 
*^  provide    for  the  national  defence,  by  establish- 
£^  an   UNiforra   militia  throughout  the  United 
plates;"  iflso,  a  bill  "to  lessen  the  compensation 
Jtf  marshals, clerks',  and  attorneys,  in  certain  cases 
^Terein  mnniioned-/'  in  which  bills  and  amend-, 
^wnls  iheY  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
^  An  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
<^rfe  vesseli  captured  on  Lake  Erie,  was  read  the 
Sjjird  lim^,  and  p.issed. 

■*♦.  An  encjfossed  bill,  allowing  compensation  for 
•'f^fses  o^^ned  by  militia  or  volunteers,  and  killed 
Vvk  lost  if,  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  was 
"(iad  the  ihird  time,  and  passed. 
i  *  The  bi>l  from  ihe  Senate,  '•  authorizing  an  aug- 
^ilientatioi  of  the  Marine  corps,  and  for  other  pur- 
Vposes,"  Whs  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
*  t  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  authorize  the  ap- 
>|io}nlmei'^  of  certain   officers  for  the  flotilla  ser- 
irjiee."  w.^  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
§{        EXECUTION  OF  REVENUE  LAWS. 
vX^   Mr.  Fj3K,  of  Vermont,  moved  "  that  a  commit- 
5^5e«  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

r    ^ 


ab>ent  from  the  United  States,  and  shut  up  in 
European  ports,  many  American  vessels,  which 
could  not  return  except  under  the  protection  of 
foreign  licenves.  He  had  heard  but  one  objection 
to  this  repeal;  it  was  suggested  that,  lo  repeal  the 
law  in  question,  would  be  a  kind  of  submission  to 
the  enemy.  He  thought  not.  It  was  the  practice 
of  nations  generally  in  time  o(  war.  and  even  in 
the  present  war  of  extermination  between  France 
and  England,  those  nations  traded  directly  with 
each  other.  Another  consideration  which  ought 
to  induce  the  House  to  accede  lo  the  motion,  was 
the  opinion  of  American  merchants  generally, 
which  was  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  prohibi- 
tion, Ac,     Mr,  K.'s  motion  was  as  follows: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  lo  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  an  act  passed  on  the  2d 
day  of  August,  1B13.  entitled  '.\n  act  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  licenses  or  passer  granted  by  authority  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherw^ise." 

When  Mr.  K.  submitted  this  motion,  it  con- 
tained also  a  clause  including  the  act  lo  prohibit 
the  ransom  of  vessels  captured  by  the  enemy  ;  but, 
it  being  suggested  that  the  bill  which  passed  the 
House  on  this  subject  had  not  yet  become  a  law, 
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Mr.  K.  erased  that  part  of  his  motion  which  re 

laled  to  ransoms. 


[Mr.  Betll  of  Ohio,  who  was  accidenUlly  oat  of  th« 

laiea  lo  ransoms.  >  House  when  the  vole  was  taken,  declared  his  int«nUoD 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  motion,  by  |  to  have  voted  in  the  negaUve.] 

a  vote  iif  53  lo  44.  So  the  House  rejected  lh« 

This  resolution  gave  rise  to  an  animated  and!       a  n,i  r,n  mminn    iKp  Hmis 


extended  debate,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was 
modiGod,  on  t.uggestion  of  Mr.  Gaston  of  North 
Carolina,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "Ireland," 
the  following  words: 

"Or  so  modifying  the  said  act,  as  to  permit  license? 
granted  by  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  (treat  britain  and  Ireland  to  be 
used,  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient  by  the  President  of  the  United 
SUtes 


^„  ...^  ,^ .^j ._e  said  resolution. 

And  on  moiion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Friday,  April  15, 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  lo  lessen  the  com- 
pensation for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-dajr. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  in  further  addition 
.,  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 

Tho^e  <reutlemen   who  opposed  the  resolution  I  vide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an 
were  Messrs  Calhoun  of  South  Carolina,  Fisk     uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  Slates, 
of  Vermont    Ingersull  of  Pennsylvania.  Mur-  I  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  for 
free  of  North  Carolina.   Sharp  of  Kentucky.  '  revising  the  Militia  laws. 


Rhea  of  Tennessee,  McKi.m  of  Maryland,  Pot- 
ter of  Rhode  Island,  and  Duvall  of  Kentucky  ; 
and  iho-e  who  advocated  il  were  the  mover, 
Messrs,  WRioHTof  Maryland, Grosvenoh  oI  New 
York.  Sheffev  of  Virginia,  and  Gaston  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  debate  having  rather  degenerated  into  a 
personal  from  a  national  character  before  Us 
close— thai  is  to  say,  after  the  debate  had  con- 
sumed considerably  more  than  four  hours- 
Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  observing  that 
it  was  time  an  end  was  put  to  this  sort  of  debate, 
moved  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,— 
Negatived,  5S  to  57, 

Mr.  CoNARD,  of  Pennsylvania,  requested  the 
previous  question;  in  which  he  was  not  support- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Fisk, 


The'amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their  loca- 
tion," were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  considerm- 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Governors  of  the  New  York 
Hospital. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inger80ll,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  authen- 
ticating the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, of  the  several  States,  and  for  declaring 
the  effect  of  certain  judicial  proceedings. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "in  addition 

10  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  calling 
-       ■      ,  I  .•     ._   .u-  I ,.r  .u.,  TT_:,._ 


After  a  »^'^\^'''P'*"^\°;y  f^'^^^IJ^'^Vr  ^^^^^^^^        forth  tlie  m.l.tia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
of  Vermont,  in  reply  to  Mr   King,  of  fla^^achu  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and 


setts,  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu 
tion  was  decided  by  ihe  following  vote: 

YKis- Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetb*,  Boyd, 
Bradburv,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton.Chappell, 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Coi,  Culpeprr,  Davenport.  Ely,  Gaston, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovelt.  Markell,  Miller,  MotTitt,  .Moseley, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pilkin,  William  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles.  ShcfTey,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire, 
Smith  of   New  York.   Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tail- 


suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer, 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Zachariah  Roberts. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Israel 
Thorndike  was  passed  through  a  Committee  of 


mTige  °-rhomp,V;'Vo:r  Ward  "f  MrsTchusX,  !  the  Whole,  and  'reported  to  the  House,  where  tC 
Nvt'a^on    wE^  Winter,  and  Wright-49.  ,  was  debated  at  length;  Messrs    MuRrREE,  Bat- 

N^is-Messrs.  Aleiundcr,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar-  |  lies,  Reed,  Grosvenor,  and   PiCKERiNG    being 
..   n u.-.ii_..   n„»in,  r-Qlilwrll.  (3al-    thp  nrincinnl  <;iinnortcrs  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs. 


v,«u.uu.,  V,. .,.  .c^"-.   6"   produce   expc 

Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  ]  |^^^^  -^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  1308,  and  of  course  wilhoul  the 
Irving,  Irwin.  Johnson  of  Virginia.  Johnson  ol  Ken- '  j(jf,„aij,ipi,  necessary  to  secure  lo  the  exporter 
tucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr.  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Caro-  i  ^^^^  Jrawback  on  exportation,  but  driven  by  stress 
lina.Leflerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .Macon,  .McCoy,  McKim,  ^^  ^^^^1^^^  .^^^  ^  for-ign  port.  Havana.  The 
McLean,  .Montgomery.  Moore.  Murfree.  Nelson.  Orms-,  ^^^1  proposes  to  allow  lo  Mr.  Thorndike  draw- 
by.  Parker.  P.per,  Pleasants  Rea  of  ^^""'^y';*'"'' i  back  on  the  cargo  which  was  sold  at  Havana, 
Rbca  of  Ti-nnessec.  Ringgold.  Roane.  Robertson,  Sage,  ,  ^ „,:„„"  K«in<T   nmhihi.pH    hv  iHp  m.ini- 


Sevier.    Scvbert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,   bUnlorJ, 
Tannehill,  Taylor.  Telfair,  Troup,  and  Udree— 8L 


its  re-exportation  being  prohibited  by  the  muni- 
cipal regulations  in  that  port,  notwiibsiandiog 
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th*rfon-c 

f  lie  bi 
ioli  of 


WcomBliance  with  the  formalities  required  1  ment  to  lirait  the  reqmsUion  of  the  bill  to  a  reM- 
'     previous  to  exportation.  d^nce  at    the   Seat  of  Government   during   the 

bill  %«as  indehnitely  postponed   by  a  raa-  I  sessions  of  Congress  and  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
lOfiHl  of  20c-y  30  votfs.  , —Negatived.  ,       .       .  .r 

^IfL  engrc^ed  bill  makin?  additional  appro-  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
nrj  ions  for  Jhe  support  of  Government  for  the  ,  a  third  reading,  and  was  subsequently  read  a 
ytf/.l814;  fend  the  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  I  third  time,  and  passed. 

ac'ii^ying  deities  on  licenses  to  retailers  (which  I  

th?»'day    pa-sed    through    a    Committee   of  the  j 
Wi^*,!*?)  werr  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

tic  Ilouro  then,  by  a  very  close  vote  of  47  to  i 
laf  *fused  ic.  lake  up  the  bill  respecting  Evans's  , 


45^*fused  U-.  take  up  the  bill  respecting 
steim  engint^  patent. 

'^e  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  a 
Nitjfjoal  Ba-ik  (reported  several  weeks  ago,  and 
wta^h  has  since  slumbered  on  the  table)  having 
bc»ii  named;  among  the  orders  of  the  day,  was, 
on^ffioiion  ^i  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  who 
reAjjrted  it,  jndeBnitely  postponed. 

^Hi  moticj  of  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  that  the 
It'i'jse  rescfve  itselt  into  a  Committee  of  the 
"V^iole  on  ihe  bill  to  establish  the  Bank  of  the 
M*5ropolis,Mt  was  determined   in  the 

*!?he  bill  \oT  the  relief  of  John  D.  Hay  (reliev 


negative. 


PAYMASTER  GENERAL. 

I      The  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  salary  of 
I  the   Paymaster   General    of   the   Armies    of  the 

United  States,   making  an    allowance  for  clerk 

j  hire,  and  for  the  appointment   of  Assistant  Dis- 

!  trict  Paymasters,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 

I  the  Whole,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trocp,  of  Georgia. 

The  provision  for  augmenting  the  salary  of  the 

Paymaster  General  from  81.440  to  2,400,  gave 
'  rise  to  considerable  discussion.  It  was  opposed 
I  by  Messrs.  Epfes.  of  Virginia.  Alston,  of  North 

Carolina,  and  warmly  supported  by  Messrs.  John- 

80N.  of  Kentucky.  Lewi8,  of  Virginia,  Gholson, 

of  Virginia,  McKi.M.  of  Maryland. 

The  objections  made  to  this  provision   were, 

not   that  an    increase  might    not  reasonably    be 

made,   but  that  this  was  not  a  time  to  increase 


«^he  b.  I  for  the  relief  of  John  U.  "ay  (rel.ev-  ,  ^          ^            generally,  and  that  no  particu- 

ir|r:him  frojn  the  payment  of  three  hundred  and  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^j^      ^^^  discussion 

fi4v  five  ddlars,  bemg  the  amount  of  '"oney  b^-  «^     ^^  amending  the  bill  so  as  to 

l^wg  to  .he  Post  Office,  which  was.  together  ^     Pavma;ter  General  two  i 


vyb  all  hi  other  property,  consumed  by  a  6re 
iiij^hich  h«'  lost  also  three  infant  children)  passed 
t^«i)Ugh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
t^'be  read^.  a  third  time,  read  accordingly,  and 
pJf-Sed. 
*A  number  of  orders  of  the  day  were  called  up, 
rfjuch  the  House  refused,  by  large  majorities,  to 
tt^i;  up  unjil  they  came  to  the  bill  respecting  the 
ri^oe  of  Ajiiorney  General. 

il  I  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 


allow  the  Paymaster  General  two  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum  during  the  war,  and.  thos  amend- 
ed, the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


Saturday,  April  16. 
The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  AccounU  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  to   Elexiua  Spald- 
»  r  t  n.1  1  wnt^i^i    v.x^.,x.......  I  inR,  GeorRe  N.  Thoma<,  Richard  Stewart,  Isaac  Phil- 

's i-he  Ho»;se  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of    lips,  and  George  Cooper,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cenU  per 
|,i<  Wholc^  on  the  bill  establishing  the  permanent  i  day,  for  their  attendance  on  the  House  of  Kepresentja- 

^Idence  ..f  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United     live,  dunng  the  pre^nt  se.«on  of  ^<>«f [f"'  J^'Jl* 
jRuriiit^      _  .^'  I  cnUre  compensation  for  their  aervicea;  and  Uiat  Oswald 

Dunn  be  allowed  for  his  services  one  hundred  dollan. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and   referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Accounts. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou?e 


!<fl|les  at  ttie  Seat  of  Government. 
■   fi  raoticja  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Mary- 
ei*d,  to  s-rike  out  the  section   providing  for  in- 
crfasing  t^e  compensation  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
^:^;  and,-  being  assented  to  by  Mr.  Ingersoll, 


SJe  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported    that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill      granting 

Kr  ' .  -.1       ..   _    j:-.-    ■__  _^ ; t«  »A;..ur«  onH    cfampn  <#»rvin<y  on  hoard 


l*IJ\.     V,..-..  .••-..     -.      -- 

fti''  bill,)  was  agreed  to  without  a  division 
^On  mof'on  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the 
t..n  was  further  amended  by  striking  out  that 
\>9lxI  of  the  bill  requiring  the  Attorney  General, 
2*h«'n  required,  to  make  reports,  dtc,  to  Congress 
'Hk  cases  submitted  to  him;  on  the  ground  that 
'^e  laws  a.lready  made  such  a  provision. 
.  The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
*aHd  the  {|inendments  were  concurred  in  by  the 
'House.     > 

The  b'll  now  containing  no  other  provision 
itian  that  requiring  the  permanent  residence  of 
itie  Attorney  General  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 

r'  XHffQX  — 

r      Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Islao't,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  indefi 
.^nilely. 

Mr.  KkifQ,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  amend- 

i 
t 

I 

I 


pensions  to  officers  and  seamen  serving  on  board 


4' 


the  revenue  cutters,  in  certain  cases;"  also,  the 
bill  ''concerning  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;" 
with  an  amendment  to  each,  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  fixing  the  salary  of 
tlie  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  allowing  a  sum  for  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional clerks  in  his  office  for  the  year  1814,  and 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  assistant  district 
paymasters."  was  read  the  third  lime,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  for 


i 
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the  relief  of   John  Pitchlyn  ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  were  then,  on  mo- 
tion of  the  same  gentleman,  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  all  matters  referred  to 
them,  and  not  yet  acted  on. 

A  like  order  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
SON,  of  Louisiana,  adopted    in    relation  to   the  ^ 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  j 

Mr.   FiSK,  of  Vermont,  from   the  select  com- 
mittee appointed   on   Thursday,  reported   a  bill 
providing  for   the  removal  of  causes  in  certain 
cases  therein  specified,  and  for  other  purposes;! 
which  was  twice  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gaston,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  postpone  the  said  bill  indefinitely, 
and  negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode 
Island,  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table,  and  nega- 
tived. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
which  went  from  this  House,  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  calling  out  the  militia,  dtc,  were  taken 
up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Militia 
Committee,  reported  certain  amendments  to  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  "in  further  addition  to  the 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence    bv    establishing     an    uniform     militia 


throughout   the   United    States.*'  which  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in.  and  the  bill  ordered  to  i 
be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  subsequently  read  j 
a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  providing  for  the' 
distribution  of  money  paid  into  the  courts  of  the  \ 
United  States,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of, 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and 
was  read  a  third  lime,  and  finally  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office.  , 
on  motion  of  Mr.   Inqersoll,  who  stated  that  | 
the  lateness  of  the  period  in  the  present  session, 
and  the  variety  of  details  likely  to  be  inserted  in 
such  a  bill,  rendered  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  | 
consideration  till  the  next  session.  ! 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of  j 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  payment  for  [ 
)roperly  captured  or  destroyed  while  in  the  pub-  i 
ic  service  by  the  enemy  of  the  United  States  ;| 
and   the   bill   being   reported  to  the  House  was  ] 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  "for  the  relief  of  George  Hamilton,"  ; 
and  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  John  Whitney  and  j 
Josepli  H.  Dorr,"  passed  through  Committees  of  | 
the    Whole,    were    engrossed   for  third  readings, 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  the  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
two  acts  of  Georgia  and  Maryland  ;  which  being 
reported  to  the  House,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "to  amend 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  kom  the  Senate  '-for  the  relief  of 
James  Lloyd,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
read  a  third  time  ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  For- 
syth, of  Georgia,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  his 
report  on  the  petition  of  John  T.  Courtney  and 
Samuel  Harrison,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  of  the  S«nate  to  the  bill 
"granting  pensions  to  the  officers  and  seamen 
serving  on  board  the  revenue  cutters  in  certain 
cases."  were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Sundry  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  were 
taken  up.  [These  amendments  go  to  fix  specifi- 
cally the  payment  of  officers,  &c.,  instead  of  ap- 
propriating an  aggregate  amount,  to  be  distrib- 
uted according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Execu- 
tive.] 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  having  stated 

that  the  amendments  which  had  been  made  were 
in  conformance  with  the  object  of  the  bill  as  it 
passed  this  House  ;  that  the  pay  specified  was  the 
same  as  now  given,  and  always  has  been,  to  these 
i  officers,  moved  a  concurrence  in  the  amendments, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
establishing  certain    post    roads  were  read,  and 
agreed  to. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


r, 


that  they  have  passed  the  bill  ''authorizing  the 
purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  on  Lake  Erie," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House.  The  said  amendments 
were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  ,    ^    „ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '-concerniag 
invalid  pensioners ;"  also,  the  bill  "  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1814,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  were  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  tne  House. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  on 
Lake  Erie,  (allowing  to  Captain  Perry  §5,000, 
in  addition  to  the  share  of  the  prize  money  al- 
lowed him  by  law,)  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  concurred  m. 

[The  reason  of  this  amendment  was  stated  by 
'  Mr.  Lowndes  to  be,  that  although  Captain  Perry- 
was   in   fact  commander  of  the  fleet  on    Lake 
1  Erie,   he   would,  according  to   the    construction 
I  given  to  the  law,  only  be  eniiiled  to  his  share  as 
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ctnimander  |)f  the  particular  vessel  on  board  of 
wj^nK  he  fo>«ght.] 

;4'ne  bill  from  the  Senate  to  lessen  thecompen- 
lajjon  of  maphals.  attorneys,  and  clerks  of  court, 
invertain  Ci»ses,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
tb,-*Whole,  atnd,  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  by 
M^  Inger8(}ll  to  except  those  officers  in  Penn- 
sylvania fro*n  the  operation  of  the  bill,  it  was  ' 
rej<i)rted  to  ohe  House,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
tin"^  time;  ^nd  it  was  read  a  third  time  accord- 
intjy.and  filially  passed. 

^veral    iery    important   amendments  of  the 
S«%$te  to  the  additional  appropriation  bill,  going 
to^*nge  entirely  the  mode  of  settling  certain 
acfjuunts  at  the  Treasury,  and  making  additional 
»ppropriatio"Ds,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes. 
relVtred  to  rhe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
:Aa  order  passed  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
■WEIGHT,  ofjMaryland.  for  paying  out  of  the  con- 
tiij-veot  funcj  of  the  House  the  funeral  expenses 
o^fi.W.  Lindsay,  late  a  Clerk  of  this  House. 
lil'ive  bill  jfrora  the   Senate  to  incorporate  the  ' 
dvjectors  of[ihe  Washington  Library  Company,  I 
M(9S  taken  tip  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  ; 
p^std  tbroJgh  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  j 
^ered  to  j*  third  reading,  read  a  third  time  ac- 
c^dingly.  ?Tid  finally  passed.  ! 

'iTbe  bill  rfor  the  relief  of  John  Pitchlyn  was  ' 
pLsed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  1 
cidered  to  |e  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

jMr.  F18R;,  of  Vermont,  called  up  the  bill  '-pro-  | 
tJUing  for  the  removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases 
if^rein  specified,  and  for  other  purposes;"  which 
x£e  House,  refused   to  take  up  by  the  following 
Ate—For  ihe  motion  50,  against  it  52. 
J  RiJlATIONS  with  FRANCE. 

;The  foUi-wing  Message  was  received  from  the 

lESlDENr  OF  THK  UnITEO  StaTES  : 

I.  the  HouLc  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 
\y  transmil  to  the  House  of  Keprescntatives  a  report 
the  Sect*.;tary  of  State,  complying  with  their  reso- 
ilion  of  \.\*f  13th  instant. 


JAMES  MADISON. 
Afril   li),  1814. 
«  The  Sc(j"etary  of  State,  to  whom  wa:*  referred  the 
^ijotution  (^f  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tha  13th 
'latant,  retJiiesting  information  touching  our  relations 
ith  Franiije,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President 


t 


-.,  extract  fof  a   letter  from  the   Minister   Pienipoten- 
Jjarv  of  th<^  United  States  at  Paris,  which  contains  the 
ivtest,  and; the  only  material,  information  received  by 
il^s  Uepar  nient  on  ihat  subject. 
*^.\U  which  18  respectfully  submitted. 
vjj  JAMES  MONROE. 

'.  .JDepart<k>t  of  State,  April  16,  1814. 

"'f.xtraet  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Crauford  to  the  Secre- 
i  ;  iary  of  State  : 

%  \  "  Paris,  January/  IC,  1814. 

"•  "  On  the  29th  ultimo,  I  had  an  interview  with  the 
Minister  of  Exterior  Relatione,  who  informed  me  that 
^  had  made  to  the  Emperor  a  detailed  report  of  the 
jTtegoliatic'ji,  and  that  he  would  inform  me  of  His  Ma- 
jjcUy's  deijsion,  the  moment  it  should  be  made  known 
•  to  him.  His  conversation  during  this  interview  was 
4  as  coDcil^tory  as  it  could  be,  and  his  expressions, 
V  though  still  general,  admitted  that  indemnity  was  de- 


termined upon.  The  address  of  the  Senator  Count 
Scgur  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  eighteenth  military 
division  of  the  Empire,  published  in  the  Moniteur  of 
the  15th  instant,  stated  that  His  Majesty  was  i?oing  to 
place  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  Knowing 
that  I  should  not  be  able  to  advance  a  single  step  in 
the  negotiation  during  his  absence,  unless  he  shoiild, 
before  his  departure  from  Paris,  decide  upon  the  classe* 
of  cases  for  which  indemnity  should  be  made,  I  deter- 
mined to  address  a  note  to  the  Duke  of  Viccnza,  with 
a  view  to  impress  more  strongly  upon  his  mind  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  decision. 

"  The  day  on  which  I  intended  to  present  this  note 
I  was  informed  that  the  Duke  of  Vicenza  had  sot  out 
from  Paris,  at  4  o'clock.  A.  M.,for  the  headquarters  of 
the  two  Emperors,  which  was  then  said  to  be  in  Swit- 
zerland.    The   general  imprcs«.ioii  in   Paris  that  day 
was  that  the  Emperor  would  set  out  immediately  for 
Metz,  where   his  army  of  reserre    has    been   forming 
ever  since  he  crossed  the  Rhine.     This  circumstance 
induced  me  to  believe  that  the  note  would  not  produce 
any  good  effect.     I,  therefore,  determined  not  to  pre- 
sent   it.     The   Emperor  is  still  in    Paris,  and  I  regret 
extremely  that  I  did  not  adhere  to  my  first  determina- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  absence  of  the   Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations.     From  the  situation  of  alTairs  here, 
it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  delays  to  which  this  per- 
plexing business  will  yet  be  subject.     In  the  first  and 
only  interview  which  I  had  with  the  Duke  of  Bassano, 
he  said  expressly  that  the  obstacles  which  his  absence 
had  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  negotiation  should  not 
occur   again.     Two  months  have  not  elapsed  before 
the  same  obstacles  are  presented." 

PROPERTY  LOST  IN  PUBLIC  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  took  up  the  bill  authorizing  payment  for 
property  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  public  service — in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  John- 
son, by  the  addition  of  several  new  sections. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, also  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out 
such  parts  thereof  as  provide  for  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  persons  who  may  hereafter  sustain  loss  of 
property  in  the  public  service. 

This  motion  was  opposed  with  some  warmth 
by  Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
Tayloh,  of  New  York,  and  supported  as  warmly 
by  the  mover  ;  after  which  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  motion  negatived  without  a  divi- 


sion. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended  ;  but  before  a  decision  took  place 
on  the  report,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  and 
carried — 57  to  45. 


I 


Monday,  April  18. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  ih« 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  cer- 
tain claims  therein  mentioned,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  the  bill  "concerning  certificates 
of  confirmation  of  claims  to  the  lands  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
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ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  bill  '•  making  an  appropriation 
for  repairing  the  President's  house,"  in  which 
they  also  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Eppes  made  a  report  on  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1814,"  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
said  amendments,  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Moore,  from  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  submitted 
on  Saturday  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  compen- 
sations of  the  attendants  of  the  House,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  there- 
ia  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

liesolccd,  That  the  following  named  persons, 
employed  by  the  Doorkeeper  to  aid  him  in  the 
execution  of  the  duties  of  his  oflSce.  to  wit: 
Elexius  Spalding,  Richard  Stewart,  George  N. 
Thomas,  Isaac  Phillips,  George  Cooper,  and  Os- 
wald Dunn,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  allowed  two 
dollars  per  day  during  the  present  session,  and 
for  four  days  after  the  same  ;  and  that,  for  the 
service  of  three  horses  which  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  House,  there  be  al- 
lowed one  dollar  per  day  each,  during  the  same 
time;  which  shall  be  the  entire  compensation  for 
the  above  services:  and  that  the  same  be  paid 
out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  li- 
censes to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes," 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  "concerning  certificates  of  conbrniation 
of  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana," 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "making  an  appro- 
priation for  repairing  the  President's  house,"  was 
read  twice.and  committed  tothe  Committeeof  the 
Whole,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  vear  1814." 

The  unfinished  business,  relative  tothe  bill  for 
payment  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
was  laid  over  by  general  consent. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  liquidate  certain  claims  therein 
mentioned,  (of  those  who  took  possession  of 
West  Florida  before  the  United  States  interposed 
its  arm  to  occupy  the  same.)  was  twice  read,  and 
then,  at  the  instance  of  Mr!  Robertson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1814,  were  taken  up. 

Those  amendments  going  to  change  the  man- 
ner of  settling  accounts  at  the  Treasury  were 
opposed  by  Mr.  Eppes  and  Mr.  Sheffey,  because 
of  the  lateness  of  the  period  of  the  session  pre- 
cluding a  deliberate  investigation  of  the  subject. 
The  merits  of  the  amendments  were  not  brought 


into   the  discussion.    These  amendments  were 

rejected  by  a  great  majority,  as  also  were  one  or 
two  other  amendments. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  repairs  to 
the  President's' house,  (which  had  been  referred 
to  the  same  committee,)  a  new  section  going  to 
appropriate  ten  thousand  dollars  for  ventilating 
and  raising  the  floor  of  the  Chamber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  so  as  better  to  adapt  it  to  the 
transaction  of  business,  to  the  health  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  the  convenience  of  the  public. 

This  motion  was  supported  bv  the  mover,  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  and 
negatived.     The  bill  was  lost. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pitch- 
lyn was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Some  time  elapsed,  and  the  House  being  with- 
out a  quorum,  means  were  taken  to  procure  a 
sufficient  number  of  members  to  be  present.  With 
this  view,  a  motion  was  made,  at  1  o'clock,  to  ad- 
journ, and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows — 
For  the  motion  50.  against  it  89. 

Ninety-four  members  being  present,  and  con- 
stituting a  quorum,  the  House  proceeded  to  do 
some  business  of  little  moment. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ascertain  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  x)f  Representatives,  was  again 
taken  up,  and  read  a  third  time. 

[The  bill  proposes  a  small  increase  of  these 
salaries.] 

The  question  on  its  passage  having  been  re- 
quired to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  was  determined  as 
follows— For  the  passage  of  the  bill  48,  against 

it  47. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Seriate  have  passed  the  bill  '•  for  the  re- 
newal of  a  land  warrant  to  George  Shannon," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  a  land  warrant  to 
George  Shannon,  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New  York,  rose  to  submit  a 
motion  on  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  into  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  war  has  been  conducted.  He 
would  not  now  say  anything  in  favor  of  this  mo- 
tion, in  addition  to  what  had  already  been  urged 
on  this  subject  during  the  present  session,  unless 
merely  to  add.  that  the  recent  occurrences  on  the 
Northern  frontier  oflfered  an  additional  reason 
why  the  inquiry  should  take  place.  The  motion 
he  made  was  in  the  following  words: 

Kesolced,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms  on  the  North- 
ern and  Northwestern  frontier  ;  and  that  said  commit- 
tee have  leave  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  the  House, 
and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

On  the  question  of  proceeding  now  to  considei 
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liiresolutioD  the  vote  having  been  taken  by  ]  our  port«  and  outlet*  a  subsirtence  itt*in«ble  with  dif- 
Y^iand  nays",  on  suggestion  oi  Mr.  Troup,  of,  ficulty,  if  at  all,  from  other  source..  Even  the  fleeu 
'-i^'  '   '    ^  ,1     ="  !  njj  troops  infestinf;  our  coaaU  and  waters  are,  by  like 

supplies,  accommodated  and  encouraged  in  their  preda- 
tory and  incursite  warfare. 

Abuses,  having  a  like  tendency,  take  place  in   our 


C$*\tgia.  wax  as  follows: 

iJ'JAS — Meisrf.  BrnJbury,  Bradley,  Cooper,  Gaston, 
Gpl^erf.  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hungerford, 


J4jk-«on  of  RJiode  Island,  Lewis,  Lovctt,  Macon,  Mil- 
led Montgoi^ery,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Potter, 
Rnaely,  Rugples,  Shcffey,  Sherwood,  ^mith  of  IS'ew 
vik.  Stanfojd,  Vose,  White,  and  Wilcox — 29. 

^■>Ts — .Mc-*sr8.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
clir.  Bard,  Beall,  Bowen.  Butler,  Caperton,  Calhoun, 
C^i  y,  Clarki  Clopton,  Comstock,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cii{K.'per,  D&,via  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Eppes,  Far- 
n^,  Findlcy,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forsyth,  Frankhn, 
Gw^son,  GoKlwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Harris, 
h^^yes.  Hawjiins,  Humphreys,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tiju-,  Kenn,tJy.  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilbourn, 
K»ii  of  !S'..rlh  Carolina,  Lcfferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
jifMiioy,  Mc(.ean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
pS.fr,  Plea8i|nt8,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
n;>8ee,  Roarte,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
S4iitb  of  Vijjinia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Tibiip,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright — 68 


import  trade.  British  fabrics  and  products  find  their 
way  into  our  ports,  under  the  name  and  from  the  porta 
of  other  countries ;  and  often  in  British  vessels,  dia- 
guised  as  neutrals,  by  false  colors  and  papers. 

To  these  abuses  it  may  be  added,  that  illegal  impor- 
tations are  openly  made,  with  advantage  to  the  viola- 
tors of  the  law,  produced  by  undervaluations,  or  other 
circumstances  involved  in  the  course  of  the  judicial 
proceedings  against  them. 

It  is  found,  also,  that  the  practice  of  ransoming  is  a 
cover  for  collusive  captures,  and  a  channel  for  intelli- 
gence advantageous  to  the  enemy. 

To  remedy,  as  much  as  possible,  these  evils,  I  re- 
commend : 

That  an  effectual  embargo  on   exports  be   immedi- 
ately enacted. 
SHiith  of  Vi.jinia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Teltair,         ^j^^^  ^jj  ^^^^^i^^^  kno^.vn  to  be  derived,  either  not  at 
Tjbup,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright— 68.         j  ^jj^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  immaterial  degree  only,  from  the  produc- 
iHo  the  House  refused  now  to   proceed   to   con-    tions  of  any  other  country  than  Great  Britain,  and  par- 
aSler  the  said  resolution.  ticularly  the  extensive  articles  made  of  wool  and  cotton 

5  5        ADJOURNME 


*  f        AL'juL  nW.MENT. 

SXhe  usuifl  order  was  then  adopted  to  appoint  a  \ 
ij^nt  comnjittee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
iT'jjiled  Staies,  to  inform  hira  both  Houses,  having 
ci^i^pleted  ^he  business  before  them,  were  about 
tti  adjourn.;  Mr.  AwDEHaoN  and  Mr.  Wharton 
^eye  appointed   on  the   part   of  the   Senate,  and 


materials,  and  ardent  spirits  made  from  the  cane,  be 
expressly  and  absolutely  prohibited,  from  whatever  port 
or  place,  or  in  whatever  vessels,  the  same  may  be 
brought  into  the  United  States ;  and  that  all  violations 
of  the  non-importation  act  be  subjected  to  adequate 
penalties. 

That,  among  the  proofs  of  the  neutral  and  national 
character   of  foreign    vessels,  it  be   required    that   the 


fcUssrs.  Eii'ES,  Oakley,  and  Robertson   on  the  I  mastem  and  supercargoes,  and  three-fourths  at  least  of 


)^^^t  of  thiiti  House. 

,,vlr.  EpfEs.  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
iff(\i  on  ths  President  of  the  United  States,  re- 
p-pTted  thai  ihey  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
fr;'>  (hem,  aijid  received  for  answer,  that  he  had  no 
fdfther  cojamunications  to  make  to  the  House. 
^  And  th^  House,  after  leceivmg  back  all  the 
i(ifls  whicfe  had  been  laid  before  the  President, 
jjt^ournetl  until  the  last  Monday  in  October  next. 

i  

t 

A^SUPPLEMENTAL  JOURNAL 
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tf  such  *roceeding8  of  the  Second  Session  of  the 
'Thirteenth  Congress,  as,  during  the  time  they 
mere  d^^^iending.  vere  onlered  to  be  kept  secret,  < 
and  rei-vecting  vhich  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
was  aflerwards  taken  off  by  order  of  the  House.  \ 

f  — 

fTucRSDAY,  December  9,  1813. 
The  fallowing  confidential  Message   was  re- 
eived   ffom   the   President    of    the   United 

"  TATES U 

To  the  Seijaie  and  House  of 

Refirfsentatiret  of  the  United  States  . 


the  crews,  be  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  country  under 
whose  flag  the  vessels  sail. 

That  all  persons  concerned  in  collusive  captures  by 
i  the  enemy,  or  in   ransoming  vesaels  or  their  cargoea 
from  .the  enemy,  be  subjected  to  adequate  penalties. 
To  shorten,  as  much  as  possible,  the  duration  of  the 
'  war,  it  is  indispensable  that  the  enemy  should  feel  all 
the  pressure  that  can  be  given  to  it ;  and  the  restraints 
having  that  tendency,  will  be   borne  with   the  greater 
cheerfulness  by  all  good  citizens;   as  the  restraints  will 
1  affect  those  most,  who  are  most  ready  to  sacrifice  the 
i  interest  of  their  country  in  pursuit  of  their  own. 
I  JAMES  MADISON. 

DlCEMBER  9,  1813. 


The  Message   was   road,   and   referred    to   the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


I 


Friday,  December  10. 
EMBARGO. 
Mr.  Grlndy,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  S'ates;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to'a  Commillee  of  the  whole  House  to-day. 
A  motion  was  made  oy  Mr.  Post,  that  the  bill 
V  The  tAdency  of  our  commercial  and  navigation  be  printed  ;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
Lws,  in  tVeir  pJestnt  state,  to  favor  the  enemy,  and  deiermined  in  the  negative-yeas  o2,  nays  8^,  as 
J.,ihereby  p'olong  the  war,  is  more  and  more   developed     lollows. 

vby  experi"nce.  Supplies  of  the  most  essential  kinds  Ya as— .Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bigelow, 
•JtaJ  their^way,  not  only  to  British  port^  and  British  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiUey,  Cooper,  Cox, 
^srnues  at  a  distance,  but  the  armies  in  our  neighbor-  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely,  Gaston, 
hood,  wiiji  which  our  own  are  contending,  derive  firom  j  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jack- 
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•on  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Maa- 
•achusett-i,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moffit,  Mont- 
gomery, Moselev,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  John  Reed,  Rugplcs,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Ship- 
herd.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tnggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.   Alexander,   Alston,    Anderson,    Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnctt,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,   Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell.   Clopton, 
Comstock,    Condict,    Conard,    Crawford,    Creighton, 
Crouch,  Davia   of   Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,   Deshs, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York.  Forncv.  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  (Joodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Ingham,  Kennedy,   Kent   of   Maryland,   Kerr, 
Kere'haw,   LefferU,  Lowndes,   Lyle,  Macon,    McCoy, 
McKee,   McKim,    Moore,   Murfree.   NeUon,   Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seyberl,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,   Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward   of  New   Jersey,  White- 
hill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright  and  Yancey. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Saturday,  December  11. 
The  order  of  the  day,  on  the  bill  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  yessel."  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  being  called  for,  Mr. 
Oaki,ey  moved  that  the  said  order  be  postponed 
until  Monday  next ;  and  the  question  being  taken. 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  45,  nays 
70,  as  follows : 

Ylas— Messrs.  Baylies  of  MasRSchusetU,  Bigelow, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  MassachusetU,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moffit.  Moselev,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John 
Reed,  Ruggles',  Schureman,  Shipherd,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Jsats Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Calhoun,  Cheves, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grun- 
dy, Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr. 
Kershaw,  Lefferte,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKim,  McLean,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Rich,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sey- 
bert, Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Whitehill,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
Chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  consid- 
eration, and  made  amendments  therein;  which 
were  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  they 
were  again  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gaston  to  strike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert : 

"Sac.  4.  That  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and   required  to  grant  a 
general  permission  to  vessels  or  boaU  whose  employ- 
ment has  uniformly  been  confined  to  the  navigation  of 
bays,  sounds,  rivers,  or  lakes,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  to  take  on  board,  at  any  time,  any 
articles  of  domestic  or  foreign  growth,  bond  with  one 
or  more  sureties  being  previously  given  to  the  United 
Stales  by  the  owner  or  owners,  consignees,  or  factors, 
of  such  vessel  or  boat,  in  an  amount  equal  to  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  each  ton  of  said  vessel,  that  such  vessel 
shall  not,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  depart 
from  any  district  of  the  United  Stales  without  having 
previously  obtained  a  clearance,  nor  until  the  master 
or  commander  shall  have  delivered  to  the  collector  or 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  departure  a  manifest  of  the  whole 
cargo  on  board  ;  and  that  such  vessel  shall  not,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  be  in  any  manner  engaged 
in  a  violation  of  this  act." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  51,  nays  80.  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cheves, 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hunger- 
ford, Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  MassachusetU,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Montgomery, 
Moseley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  John  Reed,  RoberUon.  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Sturges,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

Nais — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Burwell, 
Butler.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dict, Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Franklin,  (Jholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ing- 
ham. Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, LefferU,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hill,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Stocktok, 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill ;  on  which, 
Mr.  Stockton  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Chairman:  Being  utterly  opposed   to  this 
bill  in  all  its  principles  and  details;  believing  that 
its  provisions  are  not  only  destructive  of  the  pros- 
perity, but  hostile  to  the  liberties  of  this  people; 
I  deem  it  an   indispensable  duty  to  call  for  the 
solemn  decision  of  the  Committee  upon  its  mer- 
its, by  moving  that   the  first  sf-ction  be  stricken 
out.    It  is  with  unfeigned  and  extreme  reluctance 
that  I  have  imposed  this  task  upon  myself;  it  is 
always  irksome  to  me   to  take  a  part  in  debates 
here,  because  I  know  but  too  well  that  any  inter- 
ference of  this  side  of  the   House,  in    measures 
agreed  upon  by  the  other,  is  useless.     It  is.  more- 
over, manifest  to  me,  that  it  has  been  resolved  by 
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\\\V-  majoriiy  that  this  bill,  in  all  its  deformity, 
s^O'  pass;  that  no  exertion  of  ours  can  arrest 
itfiijrogrebsor  amend  its  defects.  It  is  just,  how- 
e4>.  that  responsibility  should  attach  to  those 
g^ilemea  i;y  whose  votes  it  may  be  enacted.  I 
cSvsider  nijself  bound  to  protest  against  its  pas- 
i^e.  and  ty  defend,  however  unsuccessfully,  the 
r>*ots  and  i  interests  of  those  who  sent  me  here, 
n^-jr  most  unjustly  and  unnecessarily  attacked  ;  I 
-j^ll  not,  however,  detain  you  long,  but  will  en- 
(Jgavor  to  ejcpre^s  myself  in  as  few  words  as  I  can 
\^.  so  as  lij  be  understood.  This  measure  is  now 
bought  forward  as  a  war  measure ;  as  such  it  has 
Ui^n'recommended  to  us  by  tlie  President;  as 
xh  it  ha-  been  defended  by  the  gentlemen  of 
majority  in  the  very  limited  explanations 
ich  they  have  condescended  to  give  us.     It  is 


I 


denied  by  the  majority.     Shall,  then,  Presidential 
assertion  stand  for  full  proof  in  a  case  like  this? 
Does  it  comport  with  the  justice,  with  the  hono- 
rable independence  of  this  House,  to  proceed  to 
condemnation  and  punishment,  to  be  inflicted  on 
the  community  whom  we  leprescnt.  and  of  whose 
rights  and  character  we  are  the  guardian.s,  upon 
no  other  ground  than  Executive  communication? 
I  think  not.     There  was  a  lime  when  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  laught  and  acted  different- 
ly.    Then,  jealousy  of  Executive  power  and  in- 
fluence, carried  even  to  the  extreme,  was  a  civic 
virtue;   but  now,  the  satisfaction  which  full  in- 
formation on  so  interesting  a  matter  would  have 
given  to  us  and  toourconstituents,  has  been  held 
not  worth  the   delay  of  a    few  hours;  and  when 
:iicii  mey  ,i<tYc  tuuu^^ci.u.^  ..;,...  -..     ..  ..    we  return  to  our  people,  and  it  shall  be  demanded 

scried,  that  our  citizens,  forgetful  of  the  duty  1  of  us  upon  what  proof  we  convicted  them— the 
iich  liiey  owe  to  their  country,  now  engaged  !  only  answer  which  we  shall  be  able  to  render  will 
war,  traitorously  supply  the  enemy  with  pro-    be,  that  the  President  told  us  that  they  were  trad- 
.sions',  aa,1  thereby  enable   hira   to  carry  on  the  j  ing  with  the  enemy. 

ar;  that  by  the  aid  of  this  bill,  the  war  will  be  1      Information  on  this  point  was  ail-iraporiant,  to 

oriened  'and  brought  to  a  speedy  close  ;  that,  if  j  enable  us  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  character  of 

'  "     ■  ■  "  '  the  alleged  traflSc.     For  myself  I  must  say,  that 

I  do  not  believe  that  it  has  ever  been  carried  on 
to  such  an  extent  as  would  have  any  operation 
on  the  war.  On  a  small  scale,  contributing  per- 
haps to  the  comfort  of  the  naval  commanders  of 
the  enemy  on  our  coast,  it  may  have  been  done. 
That  the' enemy  should  entice  the  poor  people 
who  inhabit  the  jeacoast,  to  furnish  hira  with  ve- 
getatjles,  poultry,  and  small  articles  of  this  sort, 
was  to  be  expected.  Nor  can  the  act  of  yielding 
10  ihe  temptation  of  a  high  price  be  justly  con- 
sidered either  unnatural  or  highly  criminal,  when 
we  reflect  upon  the  unprotected  state  in  which 
those  people  have  been  left.  And  remember,  that 
if  such  articles  are  not  furnished  voluntarily,  they 
might  and  certainly  would  be  taken  forcibly.  And 


^  is  not  enacted  into  a  law,  ihe  enemy  will  con- 

(  toue  to  be'  supplied,  and   thereby  be  enabled  to 

■mtinue  the  war  as  long  as  he  shall  see  fit.    This, 

r,  IS  specious  reasoning;  and  if  I  believed  the 

emises  upon  which  it  rests,  or  had  any  confi- 

nce  in  tl;«  conclusion  drawn,  I   would  vote  for 

I  those   {-arts  of  the   bill   that   I  consider  to  be 

onstituticnal ;    for   there    is   nothing  which    I 

ijuld  legally  do,  that   1  would  not  do,  to  bring 

is  war  to  a  speedy  close.     But  I  do  not  believe 

fact  asserted,  nor  the  deduction  made  from  if, 

.pposing  it  to  be  true.     Let  us  then  examine  this 

labject  a"  it  is  placed  before  us,  first  in  point  of 

feet,  and  then  consider  whether  the  professed  ob- 

!ccl  •'  to  shorten  the  war"  will  probably  be  effected 
ly  it.     I  understand  the  assertion  to  be.  that  our 


citizens  supply  the  enemy  with  provisions,  direct-    shall  we  destroy  what  remains  of  the  commerce 
Land  criminally;  it  is  not  simply  that  the  enemy  |  of  this  great  community  for  such  a  cause  as  this  ? 

^      fii...  .1 i..,^r^^  Frr^.M  <U,^  nn^^ntru    ,niho     If    ihpn    t  li  f>rf  i  s  nf.  p  viilenpp  bofore  US  of  ihc  fac  t. 


wre  fed  by  the  provisions  from  this  country,  in  the 
course  of  its  neutral  commerce,  but  that  they  are 
rupplied  by  a  direct,  illegal,  and  corrupt 


traffic. 


If.  then,  there  is  no  evidence  before  us  of  the  fact, 
shall  we  presume  it  ?     No,   we  ought  not.     I  do 

(uppuea  uy  a  aireci,  iiifgai,  miu  cunu^ji  uaun;.  |  not  believe,  I  will  not  suffer  myself  to  believe,  (in 
ept  up  with  them  in  defiance  of  the  law.  This  |  theabsenceof  testimony  and  personal  knowledge.) 
s  a  high  and  weighty  charge,  and  before  we  find  j  that  the  citizens  of  this  country  supply  the  enemy 
*pur  constituents  guilty  of  it.  and  proceed  to  judg-  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  on  our 
^1-nent  and  punishment,  we  ought  to  require,  and  1  coast?.  I  consider  the  accusation  as  unfounded  ; 
h)e  furnisl)ed  with  palpable  proof  of  its  truth,  [and  instead  of  acting  upon  it  as  a  truth,  will,ua- 
^ow,  thete  is  not  a  particle  of  testimony  before  [  less  I  have  further  information,  repel  it  as  false, 
^iis  lo'support  the  assertion.  Does  any  member  j  Let  me  ask,  if  this  unlawful  trafl5c  has  been 
Scnow  the'fact  to  be  so,  on  his  own  knowledge  ?  !  carried  on  to  the  enormous  extent  contended  for, 
Sf  he  does,  let  him  say  so.  No  gentleman  has  |  why  have  the  laws  been  permitted  to  slumber 
•flreiended^o  have  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  j  over  it  ?    Why  has  not  the  criminal  (as  my  hon- 

'£    .  -•      .   .L  _  r_._  i„„u .!.„ !  orable  friend  from   New  York.  Mr.  Grosve.vor, 

said  yesterday)  been  exposed,  arraigned,  punished 
and  disgraced  ?  There  has  not  been  a  conviction 
to  my  knowledge,  for  this  offence,  within  the  lira- 
its  of  the  United  States.  Surely  our  Govern- 
ment, with  its  tribe  of  oflicers  and  dependents, 
would  liave  discovered  theguilty.     Had  the  suilt 


we  rjiusf,  therefore,  look  to  some  other  quar 
♦ter  for  the"  evidence  of  its  existence.  But  1  may 
*be  answered,  that  the  President  h::s  given  us  the 
vnecessary;information  ;  true  it  is.  that  in  hiscon- 
^fidenlial  !|Iessage,  he  has  assumed  the  fact ;  but 
4be  has  noi  deigned  to  furnish  this  House  with  the 
>proof  upctn  which  he  has  hazarded  the  assertion.  ' 


rAnd   yesterday,  when  an   honorable  gentleman  |  have  been  committed,  our  independeiit  courts  and 


?from  Nevf  York,  (Mr.  Oakley.)  moved  that  we 
jshould  reipeclfully  apply  to  the  President  to  lay 
'^before  us  the  evidence  in  his  possession,  this  re- 
^^qoest.  thc^ugh  highly  proper  and  reasonable,  was 


jurymen  would  have  punished  the  offender.  The 
offence  then  must  have  been  rarely  committed,  if 
it  ever  has  been  committed. 

In  New  Jerjey,  there  are  as  many  facilities  for 
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carrying  on   this  commerce  as  anywhere.     We 
have   a   seaboard   extending   from    the   Capes  of 
Qelaware   to   Sandy  Hook,   inhabited   by   many  , 
poor   people,  along  which   the   British  squadron 
has  been  cruising   from  the  time  when  war  was  | 
first  declared.     But  I  have  never  heard,  nor  do  I  , 
believe,that  theeuemy  has  received  from  New  Jer- 
sey any  supplies  important  in  ihe  war.     Though 
it  is  very  likely  that  he  may  have  obtained  some 
accommodation  of  the  trifling  nature  I  have  al- 
luded to.     But,  even  of  this,  I  have  no  direct  in- 
formation or  personal  knowledge.     This  bill  then 
wants  the  fundamental  fact  on  which  it  has  been 
recommended  to  us.     If  this  ostensible  cause  fur- 
nishes the   real  motive   for  this  procedure,   it  is 
enoutrh  to  induce  us  to  vote  against  it.  that  we  have 
neither  evidence,  knowledge,  or  well-founded  be- 
lief of  the  existence  of  that  cause  as  a  fact.     But 
luppose  that  we,  too,  assume  the   fact,  that  our 
people  do  trade  largely  and  criminally  with  the 
enemy,  furnishing  him  with   provisions  for   his 
fleet  and  army.     Is  embargo  the  proper  remedy  ? 
Is  the  fruit  to  be  expected  from  it  worth  the  migh- 
ty sacrifice  which  will  attend  it?     Will  it,  as  is 
asserted,  "  shorten  the  war  ?" 

The  proper  reward  of  guilt  is  punishment— but 
it  is  the  guilty  man  only  who  should  be  punished. 
If  your  Taws  are  inefllcient,  revise  and  amend 


them.     If  your  officers  are  careless,  remove  them 
and  appoint  those  who  are  raore  vigilant.     But  do 
not  punish  a  whole  people  because  of  a  few  sin- 
ners.    In  regard   to  its  operation  on   the  war— is 
there  any  foundation  for  the  supposition  that  the 
enemy  cannot  sustain  it  without  the  aid  they  re- 
ceive'from   our  citizens?     What  great  warlike 
nation,  armed  at  all  points,  was  ever  starved  into 
a  peace  ?     It  is  true,  that  it  might  be  put  to  addi- 
tional trouble  and  expense;  but  that  this  war  will 
be  carried  on  against  us  as  extensively  and  effect- 
ually, after  the'passage  of  this  bill  as  belore,  until 
we  abandon  the  system,  a  few  months  will  I  fear 
abundantly  evince.     All  history,  as  well  as  our 
own  observation,  must  convince  us  that  such  pro- 
jects produce  effects  directly  the  reverse  of  what 
their  authors  intend.     Such  an  attempt  was  made 
on  France   by  Britain,   in  an   early  stage  of  the  , 
French  Revolution.     Then  a  great  scarcity  pre-  \ 
▼ailed   in  France,  and  the  British   Minister  at- 
tempted to  coerce  her  into  submission  by  cutting 
off  her  foreign  supplies.     But  what  was  the  con- 
sequence?    Did  It  "shorten  the  war"  and  bring 
France   to  terms?     The   very   reverse  actually 
happened;  the  spirit  of  the  nation  was  roused; 
every  foot  of  ground  was  cultivated  ;  plenty  re- 
turned ;  the  plan  was  rendered  abortive,  and  has 
been  justly  considered  the  weakest  that  was  ever 
attempted  by  the  Minister  who  conceived  it.    The 
Britisli  is  the  last  nation  to  be  materially  affected 
by  this  scheme,  and  it  is  vanity  itself  to  imagine 
that  she  will  yield  to  such  a  pressure.     The  time 
also  that  we  have  select«d,  is  the  most  unforlii- 
nate  that  could  have  been  chosen  for  the  experi- 
ment.    Britain  is  now  allied  against  France  wiih 
all  the  other  great  continental  Powers  ;  her  fleets 
still  command  the  ocean;  the  granaries  of  Eu- 
rope are  open  to  her  ;  through  the  Baltic  she  may 


command  the  wheat  of  the  North  ;  the  isles  and 
countries  bordering  on   the  Mediterranean  offer 
an  abundant  supply,  upon  as  good  terms  as  those 
at  which  it  could  be  obtained  here;  her  ownJiar- 
vesis  have  been  for  the  last  year  most  abundant; 
and  can  we  reasonably  expect  to  "  shorten  a  war" 
began  by  ourselves,  with  such  a  nation,  by  such 
means?     No!  it  is  mere  delusion.     Di.^tress  our 
own  people  we  may,  and  certainly  will,  by  such 
expedients;  but  if  we  do  not  end  this  war  until 
the  embargo  gives  us  peace,  we  shall  wage  it  ad 
GrcBcaa  Calnida*.     We  shall  not  even  take  our 
enemy  by  surprise.     He  is   not  only  apprized  of 
our  disposition  to  starve  him.  but  has  already  felt 
what  our  restrictive   energies  can  perform,  and 
past  experience  should  have  taught  us  how  worth- 
less and  destructive  such  a  policy  is.     "We  began 
this  sort  of  warfare  in  180G.     Then  we  prohibited 
the  importation  of  certain   articles,  selected  very 
wisely,  expecting  to  distress  her  great  manufac- 
turers, but  it  produced  nothing.  In  1808  we  called 
to  our  aid  embargo  ;  that  was  to  starve  her  island- 
ers ;  we  kept  it  up  until  we  were  tired  of  it,  then 
abandoned  it,  and  were  laughed  at  by  the  British 
Minister.     We  next  resorted  to  non-intercourse, 
both  with   England   and   France.     This   neither 
coerced  England,  nor  satisfied  France  ;  and  final- 
ly we  were  obliged  to  declare  war.     Let   us  no 
longer    be   deceived.      If  we   mean   to  conquer 
peace,  (as  the  fashionable  phrase  is ;)  if  we  mean 
to  attempt  to  '"  shorten  the  war"  by  any  efforts  of 
our  own,  let  them  be  noble  and  manly.     Let  us 
cherish  (as  far  as  we  get  any)  our  conamerce;  to 
replenish  our   treasury  ;  to  enable  our  citizens  to 
support  the  burdens  imposed,  and   to  be  imposed 
upon  them  ;  unrestrained  by  too  much  regulation 
it  will  lake  care  of  itself.     Let  us  sacredly  obey 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  in  war  as  well  as  in 
peace,  whatever  we  may  think  of  their  justice  or 
policy.    Let  us  face  the  enemy  like  men.    Meet 
an  invading  foe  on  the  shore  of  our  sear,,  and  let 
that  be  the~field  of  battle.     Let  those  who  made 
this  war ;  those  who  delight  in  a  war  of  invasion 
and  conquest;  those  who  aspire  to  the  honor  of 
being  the  founders  of  the  great  Western  Coramer- 
mercial  Empire,  which  will   reach  from  Halifax 
through  the  Canadas  and  Lakes  to  New  Orleans ; 
let  these  men  shorten  the  war  on  the  ramparts  of 
Q,uebec.     Thither  let  the  brave  Western  militia 
1  (who   have  covered   themselves  with   unfading 
'  glory)  resort.     Happily,  on  their  route,  they  may 
I  fall  in  with  their  brethren  of  the  standing  army  ; 
be  able  to  inspire  its  Generals  with  wisdom  and 
concord,  and  infuse  into   the  men  a   portion   of 
their  own  martial  spirit.     Then  may  our  people 
forget  the  errors  which  have  attended  our  career; 
this  army  redeem  itself  from  disgrace,  and   the 
American  name  be  as  famous  for  deeds  of  valor 
on  the  land,  as  it  is  already  for  those  performed 
on  the  ocean. 

It  is  worthy  the  grave  attention  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  consider  what  will  be  the  operation  of 
this  measure  upon  ourselves;  for  if  its  tendency 
is  to  injure  us  more  than  the  enemy,  we  ought 
not  to  adopt  it.  By  this  measure,  we  shall  give 
a  most  severe  blow  to  the  farming  interest  frooi 
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Carolina  tcj  New  England.  Yes  ;  the  interest  of 
rja*  large  t\nd  valuable  portion  of  our  communi- 
ty—the  bo(»e  and  nerve  of  the  body  politic — is 
f^crificed  bV  this  bill.  The  wheat  and  corn  raar- 
,'t  will  be',  destroyed.  Wheat  now  commands 
l^m  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and 
[ty  cents  ^  bushel.  After  this  law  shall  have 
pen  in  op«Jration  a  few  months,  the  price  will  be 
merely  norjiinal.  The  crops  of  the  next  season 
jiil  find  n^  market.  All  our  trade,  internal  as 
jell  as  external,  is  by  this  act  placed  under  the 
5ffsidenti{>l  ban.  Even  one  part  of  our  country 
want.  w|ll  not  be  able  to  obtain  its  supplies 
jfljm  anothfer,  where  the  article  may  be  rotting 
warehouiies.  Tlie  member  from  Louisiana  in- 
prmed  us  vesierday.  that  this  would  probably  be 
|e  condition  ot  the  people  in  the  neighborhood 
Mobile.  [  But  he  was  gravely  answered  by  the 
l)Qorable  .Speaker,  that  if  such  cases  occurred, 
ke  people  imust  remove  to  a  more  plentiful  coun- 
ly  !  Whit  I  have  said  of  wheat,  and  of  the  mid- 
.  j(j  States,  )ipplies  to  every  other  article  of  country 
jtoduce.  at»d  to  every  farmer  in  the  United  States. 
We  shall  tnke  from  him  the  fair  price  of  his  labor, 
^bich  has  enabled  him  hitherto  to  maintain  and 
f.tucale  hi:;  children.  You  lake  it  from  him,  loo, 
,>a  time  .vhen  he  is  taxed  almost  for  the  air 
jliich    he   breathes.      But    the   mischief  is   still 

Icealer  lu  .particular  States.     By  this  fatal  meas- 
te,  you  urite  with  the  enemy  in  depriving  many 
i-lhe  Ejiiern  States  of  their  living,  of  their  em- 
Uiyments,  without  which  they  can  scarcely  ex- 
.L    A  large  portion  of  that  community  live  by 
jommerce»;  their  land  is  cold  and  sterile,  but  their 
^lods  and'  bodies  active  and  slronsf ;  they  live  by 
le  ocea^.     Is  it  an  object  of  this  bill   to  take 
rora  the':n  their  all,  because  the  enemy  have  not 
\et  done  sp  7 
By  this  bill  we  shall  reduce    them  from  afflu- 
ence to  pqverty  ;  we   place    before   them  the  sad 
fcllernativu  of  breaking  through  the  restraints  of 
uhis  law  c^r  starving;  and  are  we  not  about  to  in- 
*pur  a  mosj  fearful  risk  ?    It  appears  to  me,  that  this 
*neasure  U-ads  to  consequences  the  most  alarming  ; 
«ind  of  which  I  will  not  permit  myself  to  speak. 
miai  I  do  fonjure  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority 
Jo  pause  fur  one  moment  and    reflect ;  I  conjure 


«^11  who,  \irith   me.  consider   the   Union  of  these 

ftates  as  Ihe  ark  of  our  political  safety,  and  ihere- 
)re  to  btJ  cherished   beyond   all  other  objects  ;  I 
onjure  every  patriotic  man  to  take  care  how  he 
ifcidopts   so  rash   an   expedient.     There  is  a  point 
'  eyond  which  freemen  will  not   be  compelled  to 

but  I  forbear. 
•n  This  ffctal  measure  will  not  only  destroy  the 
;,*whole  of  :the  export  trade  which  the  enemy  may 
^eave  us.  hut  also  our  import  trade.  We  impover- 
Vish  the  Treasury,  and  tax  most  enormously  every 
^citizen  ii^  his  consumption  of  foreign  articles  of 
-  che  first  pecessiiy.  What  neutral  will  come  to 
\Jur  port;;  when  tie  cannot  take  away  a  return 
■Jf  either  in  ^specie  or  produce  ?  None.  He  will  de- 
;■  jert  ihesi^  inhospitable  shores,  and  betake  himself 
;*  fo  other  markets.  The  current  of  trade  will  be 
♦'■|!sseniialV  and  perhaps  permanently  changed. 
••|Dur  already  exhausted  Treasury  will  be  deprived 


of  millions  of  dollars  now  so  much  wanted  for 
the  public  exigencies.  And  articles,  by  long  hab- 
its, become  necessaries  of  life — such  as  sugar,  tea, 
dec.  will,  like  your  penalties,  be  quadrupled  ru 
price.  Let  us  not  destroy  our  own  children,  that 
we  may  inflict  a  light  stroke  upon  the  enemy. 

What  I  have  said,  in  regard  to  the  alleged  trade 
with  the  enemy,  and  its  probable  operation  on  the 
war  here,  had  no  reference  to  the  provision  trade 
carried  on  through  neutral  pons,  and  which  may 
ultimately  be  applied   to  the    iise  of  the   armies 
serving  against  the  French  in  the  Peninsula.    By 
prohibiting  this  trade,  (as  this  bill  does.)  we  may 
perhaps  distress  the  allied   army,  and  for  a  short 
lime  paralyze  its  eflbrts.     But  let  me  ask  gentle- 
men whether  this  is  the  real  object.  mask?d  un- 
der  a   charge   against    our   citizens   of   illegally 
trading  with  the  enemy  ?     Have  we  indeed  oeen 
conducted  by  the   invisible   hand   to  this  point  ? 
Do  we   really  wish   to   be   the   open   aiders  and 
abettors  of  the  Iron   Kin^  in   his  wicked   war 
against  Portugal  and  Spam?     Do  we  really  de- 
sire to   throw  our  mite,  our  little   spiteful  mile, 
into  the  scale  of  the  tyrant,  against  nations  fight- 
ing for  their  native  land  to  repel  an  usurping  in- 
vader ?  I  hope  not.  sir.     This  is  not  the  sentiment 
of  the  nation,  yet  this  bill  will  effect  all  that  can 
be  covertly  done  by  this  Government  in  aid  of  the 
French.     But  even  this  eff"ort,  unwise  as  it  is,  will 
be  ineffectual.     The  cause  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
will  succeed  ;  we  may  embarrass  their  operations 
for  a  moment,  but  other  nations  will  gladly  supply 
what  we  shall  withdraw.     And  is  this  the  lime 
to  unite  our  efforts  with  those  of  the   French  ? 
The  cause  of  the  tyrant  is  on  the  wane;  Europe 
has  arisen   from   her  slumbers,  and   is  in  arms. 
Whilst  we  are  adding  another  knot  to  the  '"  magic 
cord"  with  which  he  has  encircled  us — which  was 
to  have  been  cut,  but  has  not  been  cut  by  the  sword 
of  war — whil.st  we  are  affixing  our  empty  rattling 
"canister  to  the  tail  of  the  beast,"  the  huntsmen 
are  in  sight ;  the  extended  spear  may  reach  him ; 
he  dies,  or  he  lives  lo  devour  us.     Mistaken,  dis- 
astrous policy  !     Thus  to  throw  the  weight  of  a 
free  people  into  the  scale  of  the  oppressor  of  the 
world,  who  has  forever  returned  our  caresses  by 
injustice  and  insult !     It  does  really  appear  to  me, 
that  the  passage  of  this  bill,  connected  with  other 
matters  recommended  for  adoption,  in  the  Presi- 
dent's confidential  Message,  (for  this  is  only  the 
first  act  of  the  drama.)  we  are  lo  be  made  prin- 
cipal actors  in  the  great  continental  plan  of  con- 
quering  England  by  destroying  her   commerce. 
And  shall  we  meanly  come  in  at  the  expiring  end 
of  this  abortive  scheme,  to  receive  and  to  merit 
the  chastisement  of  a  world?     This  embargo  is 
only  a  part  of  the  Executive  plan;  this  bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  as  a  report  in  part.     The  President 
has  advised  us  to  prohibit  the  importations  froni 
neutral  ports,  of  such  fabrics  as  are  usually  made 
in  England.     When    this  recommendation  shall 
also  become  a  law,  be  need  only  add  a  power  in 
the  collectors   to  burn  all  goods  which  they  sus- 
pect to  be  of  English  manufacture,  and  we  have 
the  French  system  in  its  very  essence. 
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But,  sir,  it  is  not  merelv  to  the  general  princi- 
ples and  policy  of  this  bill  that  I  object;  its  de- 
tails, also,  present  to  ray  mind  most  serious  grounds 
of  complaint.     Tliey  are  strange  and  alarming. 
OTertuming  principles   fundamental    to  our  free 
institution',  and  exposing  the  persons  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens  to  arbitrary  sway.     Having 
had   no  opportunity   to  examine   this  bill,  (the 
House  refusing   yesterday  to  print  it.)  my  recol- 
lection of  its   particular   provisions   may  not   be 
precisely  correct.     I   can    therefore  only  present 
to  the  view  of  the  Committee  a  few  general  ob- 
jections to  the  form  which  has    been  given  to  it. 
In  the  first  place,  the    penalties  appear  to  me  to 
be   unreasonably  severe,  and   disproportionate — 
making  no  discrimination  between  different  de- 
greesof  guilt— taking  from  the  courts  the  common 
power  to  graduate  the  degrees  of  punishment,  and 
apportion  them  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case, 
involving  all  who  transgress  one  "  tittle"  of  the 
law  in    indiscriminate   ruin.     Every  law  should 
have  a  proper  sanction    lo  secure   its  execution  ; 
every  crime  should  be  punished  so  as  to  reclaim 
the  offender,  or  deter  others  from  doing  the  like. 
All  beyond  this  is  abuse  of  power.     The  Amer- 
ican  people   have  shown    much  concern  on   this 
important  point.     They  have  expressed  their  dis- 
approbation of  .-severe    punishment   by  generally 
amelioraling  their  criminal  codes.     This  bill  con- 
fiscates  the   vessel   and   cargo,  the   carriage  and 
goods  of  every  man  who  infringes  its  provisions; 
and  superadds  a  penally  of  four-fold  the  value  of 
the  whole  !     This  is  the  rule  even  in  cases  where 
the  vessel,  or  carriage  and  goods,  are  seized  and 
confiscated.     This  is  enormous,  and   beyond  all 
bounds  of  justice  and  reason.     Besides,  there  is 
no  discrimination   between  the  case  of  him  who 
shall  break  this  law  with  ihe  criminal   intent  to 
aid  the  enemy,  and  him  who  may  attempt  to  send 
away  his  goods  to  a  neutral  port,  to  save  himself 
from  ruin.     And  yel  no  one  can  pretend  that  the 
grade  of  criminality  is  the  same.     Thi>-  bill  also 
invests  the  President,  and   through  him  the  cus- 
tom-house  officers,  with    powers  of   vast   extent, 
affecting  the  personal  rights  and  properly  of  our 
citizens,  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our 
Constitution   and   laws.     Customhouse  officers 
may  enter  houses  and  seize  the  property  of  any 
man  whom   they  shall  see  fit  to  suspect.     They 
may  even  interrupt  the  transportation  by  land,  of 
the  produce  of  the  country  from  one  place  to  an- 
other, within  the  United  States,  (a  branch  of  bu- 
siness now  of  the  utmost  importance.)  under  pre- 
tence that  a  wagon  is  going  towards  a  porl  from  , 
which  the  goods  might  be  exported— or  towards 
a   place   in   the    possession  of  the  enemy.     The 
President's  orders  constitute  the  law  of  the  land, 
going  as  far  as  a  law  of  Congress  can   give  full 
and  entire  protection  lo  the  person  executing  such 
orders. 

The  good  old  rule  which  we  received  from  our 
ancestors,  and  to  be  found  in  Magna  Charta,  that 
no  freeman  shall  be  passed  upon  either  in  person 
or  property  but  by  due  course  of  law,  is  lost  sight 
of,  and  the  American  people  are  placed  under  the 
dominion  of  a  single   man.     But   this  is  not  the 


most  deformed  picture  of  the  bill ;  the  means  by 
which  these  formidable  powers  are  to  be  executed, 
are  still  more  dangerous  and  alarming.     The  col- 
lectors and  custom-house  officers  (famous  in  his- 
tory for  acts  of  oppression)  may  call  to  iheir  aid 
military  force,  whenever  they  see  fit,  without  con- 
trol or  responsibility.     This  prostrates  at  once  ihe 
liberty  of  the  people  ;  it  is  executing  civil  process 
by  military  power,  where  no  actual  resistance  has 
been  made   to  the  civil  authority.     There  is  no 
shield  interposed  between  the  breast  of  the  citizen 
and  the  bayonet  of  the  soldier;  all  dependson  the 
discretion  of  a  custom-house  officer.     A  host  of 
petty  tyrants  will  desolate  the  land,  and  woe  be 
to  him  who  shall    incur   their   resentment;  they 
have  only  to  point  out  an  individual  as  an  object 
of  suspicion,  and  the  military  force  raised  to  de- 
fend  his  rights  may  assault   his  casile  and  seize 
his  person.     This  strikes  at  the  root  of  our  free 
inslilulions  ;  it  is  proclaiming  martial  law  ;  it  is 
repugnant    lo  the  Constitution   and   laws  of  this 
nation.     The  Constitution  invests  Congress  with 
power '-to  call  forth  the  militia    to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union."     Military  force  cannot  be 
resorted  to  originally,  not  even  the  militia  force; 
much  less  can  a  mercenary  army  be  at  once  called 
in.     Within  this  section  a  military  force  can  only 
be  used  when  the  civil  power  has  been  found  to 
be   incompetent.      The   act  of  Congress  passed 
during  the  first   Administration,  to  give  effect  to 
this  Constitutional   provision,  expressly  requires 
a  judicial  certificate  from  a  judge  of  the  United 
States   that   the  civil  authority  is   incompetent, 
before  the  militia  can  be  "  called  forth."     But  the 
bill    before  us  contains  no  such  provision  ;  mili- 
tary foice  may  be    resorted   to  in  all  cases  at  the 
discretion  of  the  collectors.     And  let  me  ask,  if 
it  has  been  reserved  for  these  gentlemen,  formerly 
so  watchlul  of  the  liberty  of  the  people,  so  alarmed 
at  every  extension  of  Executive  power,  to  do  more 
to  destroy  the  one  and  extend  the  other,  than  they 
have  ever  accused  their  opponents  of  intending? 
I  move,  sir,  that  this  bill  be  amended,  by  striking 
out  its  first  section. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  he  was  highly  gratified  that 
his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey,  had  moved 
to  strike  out  the  first  section,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  trying  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  President's  Message  rec- 
ommending this  measure,  as  well  as  from  the  bill 
Itself,  he  was  satisfied  that  an  embargo  was  now 
to  be   laid,   to  continue  during   the  present  war; 
and  that,  so  far  as    it  depended  on   the  power  of 
the  Government.  aU  intercourse  was  to  be  stop- 
ped between   the  United   States  and    the  rest  of 
the  world,  during  that   period.     As  to  the  dura- 
tion of  the  war,  it  was  beyond  the  reach  of  ordi- 
nary calculation.     If.  as  some  gentlemen   have 
1  declared,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  peace  la 
not  to  be  made  until  ihe  Canadas  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia are  conquered  and  ceded  to  us   by  treaty,  the 
period  of  the  termination  of  the  war  is  far  distant 

indeed. 

Theembargo  is  recommended  by  the  President, 
as  a  measure"  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  all 
intercourse  with  the  enemy,  not  only  on  our  fron- 
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jl^rc  and   ^long  our  coasts, 
^jfy  indii 


1   along  our  coasis.   but  also   to  prevent 

ri'4t  trade  with  them,  by  meaos  of  neu- 

mIs,  in  all^paris  of  their  dominion,  and  thereby 
^wiressiagjthem  to  that  degree  as  to  induce  thera 
Sv,raake  pt^ce. 

^jtle  had  Chought  that  this  new  system  of  war- 
^,e.  by  eiAbargo  and  non-intercourse,  had  been 
ijfed  and  f->und  wanting.  He  well  remembered, 
5'jen  war  was  in  fact  declared,  it  was  stated  by 
«.  advocates  that  the  restrictive  system  was  to  be 
^.Anduned; 

y  We  are  |»ow,  however,  said  Mr.  P.,  not  only  to 
•£(cve  war,  Iwith  all  its  calamities,  but,  during  the 
5ciHiBuam(e  of  it,  we  are  also  to  superadd  all 
•ii:  evils  0|  an  embargo,  and  a  complete  non-inler- 
F(*urse  will)  all  the  world. 

<^ileb?g^d  the  Cotnmittee  to  consider,  in  the 
i^t  placej  whether  the  effects  and  operation  of 
^Ss  measi^re  upon  the  enemy,  would  be  such  as 
^*^is  coDtecnplated;  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  re- 
^l^qt  upoii  the  effects  and  operation  of  it  upon 
"<«ir6elves. 

itiThat   the  enemy  in  Canada,   and    along  our 
r^ast,  bav<'  been  furnished  by  our  citizens,  as  well 
^  by  neutrals,  with  some  articles  of  provisions, 
>>*as  not  tD  be  doubted  ;  but,  would  it  for  a  mo- 
i-t^ent  be  Relieved,  if  those  supplies  could  be  en- 
•'i.rely  pre.ented.  that  the  armies  of  the  enemy 
:>WOuld  be'^bliged  to  leave  Canada,  or  their  fleets 
3compellt'ii  to  abandon  our  coasts? 
^'  They  r,*ight  not,  indeed,  have  all   the  conre- 
'tfiiences,  Iflit  they  would  have  all  the  necessaries 
vi^life.     Their  ships  have  always  a  large  supply 
%V^beef,  p^rk,  and  ship  bread,  sufficient  for  almost 
\r^y  length  of  time  they  might  remain  here.   But 
'li  the  la^^s  now  in   force  are  insufficient  to  pre- 
4\|«?at  thesf  supplies,  will  an  embargo  produce  this 
^Jdect?     Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  never  approve  or 
^stify  tliT;  conduct  of  any  of  our  citizens  in  trad- 
«^g  with  »he  enemy.    Those  who  are  thus  guilty 
"^ire  now  .punishable,  not  only  with  the  loss  of 
jfiheir  proberty,  but  are  also  liable  to  a  fine  and 
Jwraprison'nent.     Let   the  law  be  enforced  upon 
VjUe  offenilers  with   the   utmost  rigor,  but  do  not 
1'jtunish  a  whole  community,  on  account  of  the 
tfriminalAy  of  a  few  individuals.    You  may  pass 
^  what  lav|s  you  please,  this  intercourse  cannot  be 
^rntirely  krevented.     VV^hen  the  temptation  from 
.  j^  prospeot  of  gain  is  so  great,  and  this  temptation 
fc  fVill  be  njuch  greater  from  the  effects  of  the  em- 
bargo it.*lf,  individuals  will  always   be  found. 

•  jwbose  patriotism  will  be  unable  to  resist  it. 

♦  .;  In  favqr  of  this  measure  it  is  also  urged  that, 
^  ty  permuting  our  provisions  and  raw  materials 
'■^.}o  deparrfrom  our  ports,  they  find  their  way  ei- 
^  ther  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  ports  of  the  ene- 

*  my.  and  that  British  manufactures  also,  through 
V  various  .jhanneU,  find   their  way  into  our  ports, 

*  Uy  whicii  means  the  enemy  are,  in  a  great  meas- 
Viir*".  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the  war. 

^      To  p^'vent  this,  and   thereby   to  compel  the 

#  enemy  ij:'  listen  to  overtures  of  peace,  on  our  own 
"  terms,  a',1  intercourse  with  any  part  of  the  world 
^  J8  to  be  juohibited. 

•^i  It  is  ipotoriunate,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  past  expe- 
r.'rience  h^s  not  taught  us  lessons  of  political  wis- 


dom on  this  subject.     For  many  years,  England 
and  America  have    been   the  only  considerable 
commercial  nations  in  the  world.     With  a  ton- 
nage almost  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  supe- 
rior to  that  of  all  the  rest  of  Europe  besides,  our 
merchants,  when  neutral,  were  almost  without  a 
rival  in  every  market.    The  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  driven  from  the  ocean,  and  locked  up 
in  our  own  ports.     Great  Britain   has  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  at  her  command,  with  the  ex- 
ception ot  that  of  the  United  States,  and  of  those 
countries  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Em- 
peror of  France.     The  North  of  Europe,  by  way 
of  the  Baltic,  is  now  open  to  her.    The  extensive 
countries  bordering  on  this  sea,  furnish  a  market 
for  a  large  proportion  of  her  manufactures,  and 
from  whence  also  she  is  able  to  draw  large  sup- 
plies;  and.  whatever  opinions  may  be  formed  as 
to  the  result  of  the  present  campaign  in  the  North 
of    Europe,   we    tnay   safely   calculate    that  the 
•  frightful  climate"  of  Russia  will  not  again  soon 
be  encountered   by  the   French  armies.     While 
Russia,  therefore,  is  open   to  British  commerce, 
her  manufactures  will  find  their  way,  not  only 
into  that  country,  but  into  the  interior  of  Eurone. 
The  Mediterranean  and  the  Black  Sea  are  also 
open,  and  from  the  countries  bordering  on  these, 
she  can,  and  does,  obtain  large  quantities  of  wheat 
flour.     Whatever  trade  Africa  may  have,  it  is  at 


the  command  of  the  British  ;  and  the  whole  trade 
of  the  East  Indies,  the  East  India  Islands  and 
China,  are  entirely  in  her  possession,  and  under 
her  control.  Add  to  these,  the  Brazils,  the  Span- 
ish West  Indies,  and  the  whole  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica. With  this  extensive  commercial  range, 
who  can  seriously  believe  that  our  embargo,  even 
though  enforced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  can 
bring  such  distress  upon  lier  fleets  and  armies,  or 
upon  her  West  India  Islands  or  can  so  injure 
her  manufactures,  as  that  Great  Britain  will  be 
compelled  to  sue  for  peace?  But,  said  Mr.  P., 
the  effects  and  operation  of  this  measure  upon 
our  own  country,  and  upon  our  citizens,  ought 
not  to  escape  our  attention.  With  an  embargo, 
limited  in  duration  to  the  end  of  this  war,  what, 
in  the  meantime,  is  to  become  of  the  rest  of  the 
surplus  produce  of  our  soil?  It  must  rot  upon 
our  hands,  or  our  citizens  must  be  driven  to  dif- 
ferent objects  of  pursuit.  There  are  three  great 
interests  in  this  country— the  agricultural,  com- 
mercial, and  raanul'acturing.  Such  interests,  in- 
stead of  being  opposed,  do,  in  fact,  mutually  sup- 
port, and  are  supported  by,  each  other  ;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  wise  Legislature  to  give  all  proper 
encouragement  and  protection  to  them  all.  Nei- 
ther should  be  sacrificed  to  promote  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  other.  Spread,  a«  our  citizens  are,  over 
an  extensive  country,  reaching  almost  from  the 
polar  to  the  tropical  regions— a  country,  differing 
materially  in  soil,  in  climate,  and  in  productions; 
these  different  inieresis,  in  different  sections,  have 
more  or  less  predominated  among  them.  Cut 
off  from  all  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the  world, 
the  agricultural  as  well  as  the  commercial  interest 
of  our  citizens,  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be  sacri- 
ficed. What  is  to  becomeof  the  great  staples  of  our 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

SuppkmentaL  Journal— Embargo. 


2046 


country?  The  cotton,  tobaccoandricCjOf  the  South; 
the  wheatand  flour  of  the  Middle  Stales;  and  the 
lumber,  beef,  pork,  corn,  corn  meal,  and  (he  was 
about  to  add,  said  Mr.  P..  the  fisheries,  but  these 
the  war  has  already  annihilated)  of  the  North 
and  East.  The  price  of  all  these,  as  well  as 
others,  the  produce  of  our  soil,  must  be  greatly  re- 
duced, or  the  quantity  diminished  to  that  of  our 
own  consumption,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the 
price  of  all  those  articles  for  which  we  are,  and 
must  be  dependent  upon  foreign  nations,  such  as 
sugar,  coffee,  teas,  dec,  which  are  now  considered 
as  necessaries  of  life  in  every  family,  must  be  en- 
hanced beyond  all  calculation. 

Although  the  effects  of  this  embargo  and  non- 
intercourse  will  be  felt  severely  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  United  States,  yet,  said  Mr.  P.,  U 
must  fall  with  peculiar  hardship  on  those  States 
where  a  great  proportion  of  our  shipping  is  owned, 
and  which  have  sometimes  been  called  the  navi- 
gating States.  The  war,  it  is  true,  has  already, 
in  a  great  measure,  destroyed  their  navigation; 
and  the  embargo  now  comes  in  to  complete  the 
destruction  of  that  part  which  the  war  had  left 
them.  In  1810,  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  United 
States  was  estimated  to  be  1,424.781,  and  of  this 
the  New  England  States  and  the  State  of  New 
York  owned  881,840,  leaving,  for  all  the  other 
Slates,  but  542,944,  and  of  thjs  whole  tonnage, 
Massachusetts  alone  owned  495203. 

In  nearly  two  hundred  years  have  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  East  been  accustomed 
to  obtain  a  subsistence  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies by  commerce.  Situated,  as  many  of  them 
are,  along  the  seacoast,  on  a  hard,  sterile  soil,  aod 
in  a  severe  climate,  their  ships  are  their  all.  De- 
prived of  these,  they  iiave  nothing  left.  Can  you 
expect,  said  Mr.  P.i  to  change  the  habits  of  these 
people,  or  to  slop  them  in  those  pursuits  to  which 
they  have  so  long  been  accustomed?  As  well 
might  you  attempt  to  change  the  regular  succes- 
sion of  Summer  and  Winter,  of  day  and  night ; 
as  well  might  you  attempt  to  stop  the  ebbing  and 
flowing  of  the  sea. 

But,  said  .Mr.  P..  let  gentlemen  also  seriously 
reflect  upon  the  effects  this  measure  must  neces- 
sarily hare  upon  the  revenue  of  the  country.  All 
exportation  being  prohibited,  importations,  of 
course,  must  soon  cease.  Indeed,  the  President's 
Message  recommends  what  will  amount  almost 
lo  a  total  prohibition  of  imports  as  well  as  ex- 
ports. 

Additional  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,  to 
a  large  amount,  are  the  only  sources  of  revenue 
to  which  we  can  resort.  The  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  well  as  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  have  hitherto  considered  it  as  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  raise  a  sum  annually,  which 
should  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  reim- 
bursement of  the  public  debt,  to  defray  the  ordi- 
nary peace  expanses  of  the  Government,  and  also 
lo  pay  the  interest  of  the  war  loans.  The  sums 
necessary  for  the  two  first  objects  have  been  esti- 
mated at  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars; 
and  the  interest  of  tl;e  war  loans,  at  the  close  ol 
the  present  year,  cannot  be  less  than  three  mil- 


lions. The  amount  of  the  double  duties  on  im- 
ports was  estimated  at  five  millions  of  dollars ; 
the  residue  was  to  be  derived  from  the  direct  tax, 
and  from  the  internal  dutie>  imposed  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceeJs  of  the  public  lands. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  imports, 
and  to  pay  the  increasing  interest  of  the  war 
loans,  an  additional  sum  of  not  less  than  five  rail- 
lions  of  dollars  must  be  raised,  either  by  direct 
taxes,  or  from  other  internal  resources.  How,  it 
may  be  asked,  can  tiie  people  of  this  country,  with 
little  or  no  market  for  their  produce,  and  with 
the  enhanced  prices  of  all  foreign  articles,  pay 
annually  by  internal  taxes  the  enormous  sum  of 
from  ten  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars  ? 

The  President,  in  his  Message  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session,  has  told  us  that  -the  war 
■  is  illustrating  the  capacity  and  the  destiny  of  the 

•  United  States,  lo  be  a  great,  a  flourishing,  and  a 

•  powerful  nation." 
That  the  United  States,  if  left  to  themselves, 

are  destined  to  be  great,  flourishing,  and  power- 
ful, few,  perhaps,  will  doubt.  But,  sir,  they  are 
not  to  become  so  by  embargoes  and  non-inter- 
course. They  are  not  to  become  to  by  a  system 
which  goes  to  paralyze  and  destroy  the  energies 
of  the  nation.  They  are  not  to  become  either 
great  or  powerful,  by  the  exercise  of  the  passive, 
but  by  calling  into  operation  the  active  virtues  of 
their  citizens. 

As  this  war  is  said  to  be  waged  for  free  com- 
merce and  sailors'  riglits,  let  the  merchants  em- 
ploy their  vessels  in  the  trade,  which  is  still  left 
open  to  them ;  and  let  our  sailors  fight  their  way 
to  a  market,  on  that  element  where  their  righL. 
have  been  infringed. 

Mr.  Wheaton  said:  The  motion  now  under 
consideration  being  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  before  you.  a  decision  upon  which  is 
to  involve  the  fate  of  the  whole,  any  observations 
touching  its  merits  or  demerits  generally,  it  i» 
presumed,  will  not  be  deemed  to  be  out  of  order. 
Copies  of  it  not  having  been  laid  upon  our  tables, 
as  has  been  usual  in  all  cases  of  considerable  im- 
portance, I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  exaniin- 
ing  its  details,  nor  do  I  want  any.     The  sound  of 
its^very  name  is  so  grating  to  the  ear,  as  to  induce 
the  belief  that  it.s  picture  cannot  be  very  pleasing 
to  the  eye.     The  object  contemplated  by  its  pro- 
jector, and  which  those  that  are  determined  to 
vole  for  It  now  have  in  view.— for  advocates,  it 
has  none,  no  one  having  spoken  in  its  favor— may 
not  be  very  difficult  to  conjecture  ;  and  1  really 
want  no  prophet  to  inform  me  what  will  be  Us 
consequences  and  effects  ;    and  were    practising 
upon  the  principle  of  doing  evil  that  good  might 
come  reconcilable  to  conscience.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain that  my  voice  would  not  be  in  support  of  it. 
But,  doubting  of  the  correctness  of  such  a  prin- 
ciple, and    believing  any  aid    from    me  will   be 
uunecesi-ary,  with  whatever  cheerfulness  I  may 
acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  the  majority,  1  may 
excuse  myself  from  being  one  of  them.     It  ought 
not  to  be  presumed  that  this  measure  is  designed 
to  relieve  the   enemy  from  the  trouble  and  ex- 
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\'  I  SuTpplemenldl  Journat'— Embargo,      

Sin^of  iLckacJinff  our  ports,  but  to  press  bim  I  will  have  made  a  delusive  profit,  not  being  able 
iL  a  conipliance  with  our  wishes.  That  it  will  to  replace  the  same  by  the  money  they  have  -ot. 
'ivUss  hard  upon  (he  enemy,  or  harder  upon  our-  The  farmers,  in  consequence  of  the  very  reduced 
^iUes  cani)ot  be  questioned  ;  and,  if  it  shall  make  price  of  everything  tney  have  to  sell,  will  become 
H'hlm  w.llit:e  to  ofter  us  terms  of  peace,  or  us  will-  poor,  besides  being  exposed  to  an  enormous  tax, 
*,o-toa,-cwtofthem.thefondestw.shof  my  heart  !  by  the  use  of  everything  they  may  have  occasion 


"^•^fll  have  i)een  attained.  In  the  result  of  the  for- 
*rper,  I  haV.e  no  belief;  in  that  of  the  latter,  I  en- 
tt^rtain  a  strong  hope.  How  is  this  to  occasion 
f any  consiiferablc  pressure  upon  the  enemy  ?  Will 
lit  either  frighten  or  starve  them  7     Can  it  for  a 

med  to 
ecessary 
immand. 


iilioment  bie  believed,  that  a  nation  accusto 
*ar,  and  lever  forgetting  what  will  be  nei 
Ii  its  proiress.  with  the  ocean  at  her  con 
•       ■     r      r    __^ .1   .1   . 1.1    -,    k-.,  A 


lo  buy  ;  and  the  manufacturer,  by  reason  of  the 
very  high  price  of  his  stock,  occasioned  by  the 
heavy  expense  of  lami  transportation,  cannot  sell 
low;  and  the  peopl^.  rejhiced  to  poverty,  will  be 
unable  to  buy.  And  t"hus  the  whole  will  unite  in 
condemning  the  war  and  everything  leading  to 
il,  as  well  as  every  measure  adopted  to  aid  and 
protract  it.  and  will   be  willing  once  more  to  ac- 


^and  the  fesources  ot  the  world  at  her  disposal,  i  qu.esce  in  that  high  and  honorable  slate  of  pros- 
r  could  ev(<r  have  trusted  to  the  scanty  supplies  I  perily  which  they  enjoyed  before  the  dismal  day 
*Ltourr.itizens.  however  disposed,  could.  In  the!  in  December,  1807,  when  the  hrst  mad  project 


^  ♦■xisling  5«tate  of  things,  by  any  possibility,  have 
;  afforded  lier?  Il  would  seem  that  the  project  of 
Jiestriclin-'  commerce  had  been  sufficiently  tried, 
'i  And  that.t.y  this  time,  we  might  be  ready  to  shake 
!|  i?ffits  sh4<:kles;  but,  as  if  trial  could  not  teach  us, 
•■  por  proof  convince  us.  we  are  still  called  upon 
«impliciilj  to  confide  in  that  in  which  we  have 

*  ^en  cot^founded.     Our  Government  may  boast 
I  ihe  origi^ial  invention  of  this  mode  of  warfare, 

♦  ;ftnd,  thoiigh  unpatented,  there  is  no  danger  of  its 


like  unto  this  was  attempted  to  be  put  in  execu- 
tion. But  if  war,  taxes,  and  embargo,  at  once  in 
operation,  will  not  bring  the  people  to  their  senses, 
ttiere  is  every  reason  to  fear  that  the  good  genius 
that  has  presided  over  this  country,  desponding 
of  his  charge,  will  give  it  over  to  absolute  ruin. 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first 
scciion,  and  negatived — yeas  52,  nays  83,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Y»A8 — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bigelow  , 


'  «beinff  pirated.    From  the  experience  we  have  had  I  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion.  Cheves,  CiUcy,  Cooper, 

^'iof  the   tj'nefits   resulting  from   its   adoption,  we  |  Cox,  Dewey.  Duvall.  Ely   daston,  Geddes  Urosvenor, 

•»        .        ?.  .  °     ..     -   1-'- :—!  Hanson,  Hufty.Hungertord,  Kent  of  New  \ork.  King 

of  Massach'ts,  Law,  LewU,  LoTett,  Lowndes,  Markell, 
Miller,  Moffilt,  Montgomery,  Moseiey,  McKee,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  N.  York, 
SUnford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggsrt,  Tallmsdge, 
Tbompon,  Vose,  Wheston,  White,  Wilcox,  Winter. 

.,. ,   J         u  ,      Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,   Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 

»j4are  so  unhappily  engaged,  though  attended  with 

some  brilliant    incidents,  gives  us  no    promises 


,  .C.    -..-    -.  „  .  . 

'  Jneed  no}  be  apprehensive  that  any  other  nation 
:<  jwill  follrfw  the  example.  But,  if  its  effects  should 
."')  'not  be  ftf  t  by  the  enemy,  none  need  fear  that  they 
•f; 'will  notjbe  severely  felt  by  us;  and  the  consider- 
i\  *,«lion  thht  no  great  good  is  to  be  attained,  but 

.:{  .••k..-.i,/Tk 'mii/<K   iriKiilBiinn    mav   indiire   an  acnui- 


,  'ihroughlmuch  tribulation,  may  induce  an  acqui- 
liescencejn  the  measure.     The  war  in  which  we 


1... „  .      , 

J  :  by  its  siy:cesses  hitherto,  on  which  we  can   rely, 
ij  \  of  the  attainment  of  any  valuable  object  in  rela- 
•l^tion  to  |)ur  foreign  relations.     And   vet,  strange 
to  tell,  il  has  acquired  some  degree  of  popularity 
with  thf  very  men  originally  opposed  to  it,  while 
those  ol!  another  class,  the  most  clamorous  for  it 
at  it-«  commencement,  are  beginning  to  be  tired 
of  it,     frhis  madness  wants  a  cure;  and  if  we 
exploreMhe  causes  of  it,  it  can  be  little  doubted 
that  an  effectual  embargo  will  afford  an  effectual 
remedy)     The  war  having  opened  a  wide  field 
for  spetjulation.  the  men  of  property  originally 
opposec.  to  it,  impatient  uf  remaining  in  that  idle 
situatioo  into  which  it  had  thrown  them,  have  at 
last  made  adventures  of  their  money  in  a  war 
state  oC  things;  ihey   therefore  cannot  wish  its 
termins^ion  till    they  find  a  beneficial  result  to 
their  sj^eculation.     The  farmers  in  the  country, 
M  by  the  iery  high  price  which  their  produce  has 
i  \  comma|ided,  have  been  able  to  watch  the  holders 
^  i  of  fore^n  goods,  as  well  as  tho>e  engaged  in  man- 
Jf  i   ufaciurfng  them  at  home.     Therefore  it  is,  that 
io,  feelin 
\  at  prt^' 


i 


n 

i 


they  a 
the  wa 


g  very  little  inconvenience  from 
prt^'ent,  have  no  great  objection  to  its 
coniintting  a  little  longer.  But  an  embargo,  by 
raisingjihe  price  of  all  foreign  articles  as  well  as 
home  >*ianufactures  at  once,  will  soon  put  a  stop 
to  ihes);  tpeculalions.     The  dealers  in  these  goods 


I  cher,  Avery,  Bard,    Barnett,    Bcall,    Bowen,  Brown, 
I  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,   Chsppell,  Clop- 
I  ton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Davu  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles, 
:  Desha,   Eppos,    Farrow,    Findley,    Fisk    of  Vermont, 
'  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  (ilas- 
I  gow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Har- 
1  ris,    Hubbard,    Humphreys,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of   Maryland,   Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  Macon, 
',  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,   Moore,    Murfree,  Nelson, 
I  Newton,  Ormsby,    Parker,  Pickens,    Piper,    Rhea    of 
I  Tennessee,  Rich,    Roberts,    RoberUon,    Sage,  Sevier, 
•  Seyl>ert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn«ylTania,  Smith 
1  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilnon  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Wright  and  Yancey. 

Another  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  GROSvErTOR, 
to  amend  the  bill  in  the  I3lh  section,  by  striking 
out  the  words,  "  or  such  instructions  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  give,  and  such  rules  as  he  may  prescribe 
for  that  purpose,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  powers 
aforesaid,  wtiich  instructions  and  rules  the  Col- 
lectors shall  be  hound  to  obey ;"  and  to  insert,  iti 
lieu  thereof,  the  words,  'the  laws  of  the  United 
States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  56,  nays  80,  as  follows: 

Yiis — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachosells,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  ('hampion,  Cheves,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Cox,   Davenport,  Dewey,  Duvtll,  Ely,  Far- 
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row.  Gaston,  Gros»enor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hungerford, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island.  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett.  Macon,  .Markell.  .McKee,  Miller,  MoflBt, 
Montgomery,  .Moseiey,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkiii,  Pout,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheflfey, 
Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Slurges,  Taggart.  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  l*ennsylvania. 
Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Com- 
stock, Condict,  Conard.  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son, Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  GrifFm,  Grundy, 
Hall.  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham.  Irving, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  LefTerU, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  RoberU,  Robertson. 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  and 
Wright. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gbosvenor,  lo 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  in  the  1st  section, 
after  the  words"  t,ea stores."  the  following:  ''  em- 


ployed in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  Government,  or 
in  whole  or  in  part  for  public  purposes." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  45,  nays  88,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpepcr,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Ged- 
des,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Miller,  Moseiey,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York.  Stanford,  Stockton,  Tag- 
gart, Tallmadge.  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton.  White, 
Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

^'xTs — Messrs.  .'Mexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery.  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clop- 
Ion,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fuk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Frankhn,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Gri'llin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Macon.  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean.  .Montgo- 
roerv,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roberts,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  St.iith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  following  words  in  the  12ili  section  of  the 
bill :  *•  or  when  in  vessels,  carts,  wagons,  or  in  any 
manner  apparently  on  their  way  towards  the 
territory  of  a  foreign  naii(jn.  or  the  vicinity 
thereof." 

And  the  que^tion  being  taken,  il  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  50,  nays  S3,  as  follows  : 
Yeah — Messrs.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
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Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cox, 
Culpeper,  Davenport.  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor.  Hanson,  Hufiy,  Jackson  of  Rhole  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  MassachusetU,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  .Macon,  .Markell,  Miller,  Moseiey,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Slurges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge. Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er. Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown.  Bur- 
well, Butler,  Caldwell.  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Frankhn,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  tJoodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land. Kerr,  Kershaw ,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKirn,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper.  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
bill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stockton,  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  12th  section  the 
following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces, 
or  mdilia  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Territories 
thereof,  shall  be  employed  by  any  person  lo  enforce 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  unless  a  previous  cer- 
tificate shall  be  given  by  two  magistrates  of  the  State  - 
where  such  provision  is  to  be  enforced,  that  the  civil 
authorities  were  incompetent  to  enforce  the  same,  and 
that  it  is  necessary  to  employ  the  military  or  naval 
force. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined ill  the  negative — yeas  51,  nays  77,  as 
follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bayhes  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton.  Champion,  Cheves,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Giosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
.Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell, 
Miller,  Moffit,  Moseiey,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shef- 
fey, Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturgca, 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er,  Avery,  Bard,    Barnett,    Bowen,    Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford.  Crouch.  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Frank- 
hn, Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,   Gourdin,    Griflin, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Mc- 
Coy, McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,   Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,   RoberU,  Sage,  Sevier,   Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hill, Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was   made   by  Mr.  GrOistenor,  to 


i 
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(end  the  I'ill  br  tlriking  out  from  the  12th  sec-  1  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tenneawe,  Rich, 


i^that  occi^rs  after  the  words  "shall  have  been 
.vi?n."  to  tte  end  of  the  section,  and  to  insert  the 
lllowiog  v^ords:   'in  double  the  value  of  the 
jfeds  so  seij:ed.  that   the  same  shall   not  be  ex- 
isted or  diVposed  of  contrary  to  any  of  the  pro- 
jiioDs  of  tl^is  act." 
^nd  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
ihe  negative. 
5  A  motion,  was   made  that  the  House  do  now 
igl^urn,  an^  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
Jrinined   «t<  the   negative — yeas  48.  nays  73,  as 
i^Uows 


Roberta.  RoberUon,  Sage,  Sevier,  8eybert,  iSharp,  Skin- 
ner, SmithofPennaylvania.SlronK.Tannehili,  Taylor. 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey.  Whitehill,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Grosvenor  to 
amend  the  bill  m  the  13th  section,  by  striking 
out,  in  the  last  line  thereof,  the  words  "  for  his 
justification  and  defence,"  &nd  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  words  ''  in  such  suit  or  action." 
And,  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  45.  nays  75,  as  follows: 

Ykab — Meaars.  Baylies  of  Massachusetl*,  Boyd, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chevca,  Cilley,  Cul- 


y»i8 — Mt'-ttra.  Baylies  of  MaMachuaett*.  Bigelow,  i  p^p^^.Uewey,  Duvall,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddea,  Groavenor, 
cyd,  Brigh^m,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  ,  Hanson,   Hasbrouck,  Hun 


Jpepcr,   Davenport,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes, 

rDsvenor.  {lanson,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Uland,  Kent  of 

Yo'-k.  -.King  ot    Massachusetts,  King  of  North 

lnTolina.  L;*V,  Lewis,  Lovelt,  Macon.  Markell,  Miller, 

(otTitt.   .Monpley,   Murfree.   Oakley,    Pearson,   Picker- 

ij.    Post,    ?ohn    Reed,    Ruggles,    Seybert,    Sheffey, 

|milh  of  Neiv  York,  Stanford,  Sturges.  Taggart,  TaU- 

ladge,  Thc^npsoD,  Vose,   Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 

ynd  Winter.: 

V,  N^TB — Mijsurs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .\nderfon.  .\rcher, 
♦  yery,  Barti,  Barneit.  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
|tiirwell,  Bu4ler,  CalJwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves, 
pjopton,  Coijistock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
n,  Crouch  ;Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Find- 


5*inol8«3n.  Gl'^ggow,  (Joodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grundy,  Hall, 

•  wirns,  Hut|bard.  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin, 

■  i 'nncdy,  Ij^err,    Kershaw,    Lefferts,    Lowndes,   Lyle, 

A  :Coy,   McjJCim,  McLean,   .Moore,   Nelson,   Newton, 

'  rker,  Pici^ns,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 

'  nnessec,  ISich,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skin- 

■|  t  r,  Smith  ci  Pennsylvinia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 

'5'^up,  L'dret',  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wright, 

^ttJi  Yancey^ 

i  ;A  raotio^  was  made  by  Mr.  Hanson  to  add,  to 
^'  end  of  ijie  13th  section,  the  following  proviso  : 
'  y^rovidfd  (;^lwai/s.  That  nothing  in  this  section  con- 
ijned  shall  Hie  construed  to  impart  powers  to  the  Presi- 
tfit  infringing  or  impairing,  in  their  execution,  the 
institutioniil  rights  and  liberties  of  the  citizen. 

^  ».\nd  theijuestion  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
.ii'tbe  negative — yeas  43.  nays  82,  as  follows: 


gerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Mar- 
kell, Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rugglea,  Sheffey, 
Smith  of  New  York,  SUnford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bard,  Bcall,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Dawson,  De- 
noyelles, Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  (Jholson,  Glas- 
gow, Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Hubbard,  Humphreys,   Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy, 


Fiak  of-  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  j  King  of  North  Carolina,  LefTerta,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Mc- 
Coy, McKee,  McKim,  McLean.  .Moore,  Nelson,  Orms- 
by,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roberta,  Sage,  Sevier,  Scybert, 
Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehill, Taylor  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ktso  to  amend 
the  said  bill  in  the  fourth  section,  by  inserting, 
afier  the  word  '"States,"  in  the  seventh  line,  the 
words,  "  or  from  one  port  in  any  State  to  another 
port  in  the  same  Stale." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-day. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Oakley,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Htxolved,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cauae  to  be  laid  before  thia  Hous«  the 


J^'iAS — Mj^ssrs.  Baylies  of  .Massachi'setts,  Bigelow, 
C<9yd,  Brighjim,  Champion,  Cilley,  Davenport,  Dewey, 
•f'^y  Geddes^  Grosvenor,   Hanson,  Hufly,  Hungerford, 

kson  of  Ifhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  |  evidence  in  tha  possession  of  the  Executive,  that  «'  sup- 

tssachusei^    Law.  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  I  P''"  ^^  '^*  ^^*^  essential   kinds  find  their   way  from 
ffUt,   Morfeley,  Oakley,   Pearson,    Pickering.   Poat,  !  ^^«  PO""^  "^  ^^^  tTnited  SUtes"  to  the  fleets  and  armies 
in  Retd,  Hugglea.  Sheffey.  Sbipherd.  Smith  of  New  |  ^^^"^^  enemy, 
'^rk,  Sunfird,  Sturges.  Tallmadge,  Thompson.  Voae,  I      Retolved,  T\ii\  \)xt   President  be   also  requested 


ipsor 
'  Vfheaton,  \^hite.  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

i^ATs — Messrs.  .\Ieiander,.\l8ton,  Anderson,. \rcher, 

"Atfery,  Bardj  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 

_,  ttitler,  Cald.Vell.  Calhoun.  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clopton. 

1  'fmstock.    -,.'ondict,    Conard,    Crawford,    Creighton, 

1^  'aouch,   Denoyelles,    Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow, 

V  ^  itk  of  Vergiont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Findley, 
'.\  t  poison,  Gl.igow,(;c)odwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin, Grundy, 

V  1  ill,  Harn«,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
{  <  rnnedy,  Kient  of  Maryland,  Kerr.  Kershaw.  King  of 
^  ''onh  Caro^na,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee.  Mc- 
,,  5{im,  Moore'-Nelson,  .Newlon.'Ormsbv. Parker, Pickens. 

V  •  - 

•'    I 

^     ; 


to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  the  evidence  in  the 
possession  of  the  Executive,  that  the  "  practice  of 
ransoming"  is  made  "  a  cover,  for  collusive  captures 
by  the  enemy. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolutions,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  54,  nays  74,  as 
follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.,  Bigelow,  Boyd, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cheves, 
Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Gaaton.   Geddes,    Grosvenor,  Hanson,    Hufty,   Hun- 
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geribrd,  Jackaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
McKee,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Post.  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey, 
Sbipherd,  Smith  of  New  York.  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Voac, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\leiander,  Alston,  Anderson,  .\rch- 
er,  Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard.  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
aon,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roberts,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
•on  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  engrossed  bill  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time;  and  on 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass?  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  S5,  nays  57,  as  follows: 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Alexander,  AUton,  Anderson,  .Arch- 
er, Avery.  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
pell, Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irving,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefferts,  Lyle,  .Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore,  .Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker. 
Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee. Rich,  Roberts.  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Scy- 
bert, Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  L'dree,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Whitehill,  WUson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow. 
Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion.  Cheves,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Duvall, 
Ely,  Gaston,  (ieddcs,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty, 
Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island.  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  .Moffit,  Montgom- 
ery, Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, 
John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sbipherd, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stur- 
ges, Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Ordered.  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  Slates." 

Mr.  Grundy  and  .Mr.  Lewib  were  appointed 
a  committee  lo  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate, 
and  desire  their  concurrence  therein. 


''An  act  laying  au  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels in  the  jiorls  and  harbors  of  the  United  Stales," 
reported  that  the  committee  did.  on  Monday  last, 
perform  the  duty  assigned  lo  them. 


Thursday.  December  16. 
Mr.  Grundy,  from   the  committee  appointed 
to  carry  to  the  Senate  the  engrossed  bill,  entitled 


Fhida\,  December  17. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  BLEnaoi:,  a  com- 
mittee from  that  body,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  We  are  directed  by  the  Senate 
to  bring  to  this  House  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  which 
bill  they  have  passed  with  sundry  amendments, 
and  in  which  we  are  directed  lo  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table  :  On  which,  the  first  of  the  said  amendments 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin  to 
amend  ihe  second  of  the  said  amendments,  by 
striking  out  these  words:  ''and  which  shall  not 
have  nor  take  on  board,  for  the  voyage,  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  except  such  as  may  pro- 
duce a  passport  therefor,  to  be  furnished  under 
the  authority  and  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  51,  nays  89,  as 
follows : 

Y'kas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cil- 
ley, Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey, 
Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hufly,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island.  Kent  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Markell.  Macon,  Miller,  Moffitt,  .Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rob- 
erUon, Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Sbipherd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton.  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge, Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  While,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  .\l8ton,  .Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Deaha, 
Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din, Grffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw.  King  of  North  Carohna,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  Mc- 
Coy, McKim,  .McLean,  Moore.  Murfree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier.  Seybert.  Sharp,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup.  Udree,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  Yancey. 

Several  propositions  were  submitted  lo  the 
House  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  said  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  all  of  which  were  rejected 
by  the  House:  Whereupon,  the  said  amendments 
of  the  Senate  were  severally  concurred  in  by  the 
House;  and   Mr.  Fibk,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
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(t,)pPEB,  wew  appointed  a  committee  to  give  io- 
f4^ihatiun  ihfreof  to  the  Senate. 
;  -[VThile  th^  aSove  bill  was  under  discussion, 
Mr:  King,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the  fol- 
L'Wing  obseivalions  upon  his  propositions  to 
a^i'od  the  bill ;  which  were  negatived  :] 
tji^r.  King  :observed  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
M*a  or  wish  \o  consume  much  of  the  lime  of  the 
CT[)jise  ;  ihat'indeed  from  the  silence  of  the  ma- 
£<'ily  he  had;a  right  to  conclude  that  the  argii- 
H^Qts  of  his'.friends  in  the  minority  were  unan- 
j5<irable  ;  thjit  the  majority  were  thereby  con- 
V^i^jed  of  lhi['  inexpediency  of  the  measure,  and 
v^^ld   aband'on    it.     However,  as  this  silence  is 


^*^  with  »Ach  ability  occupied;  vain  indeed 
Vv'fild  be  the  altempt  to  add  to  the  general  argu- 
itiyfits  which  they  have  advanced  ;  mine,  there- 
(f>Ya,  shall  be  of  a  local  nature,  as  to  the  probable 
Uf^ting  and  k>ffect  of  this  measure  upon  that  part 
{,^^ur  country  with  which  I  am  more  particu- 
U^iy  acquair^ted. 

^■^^iQce  youjhave  stricken  from  the  bill,  as  origi- 
ui^y  reporte|l,  the  stventh  and  eleventh  sections. 


track  of  the  human  foot  through  them.  It  is  im- 
possible, I  repeat  it.  sir.  that  you  should  thus  sup- 
ply the  wants  and  exigencies  of  that  part  of  our 
country. 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Clay)  has  said,  if  provisions  cannot  be 
transported  by  land  to  a  people  thus  situated, 
they  must  go  to  the  provisions;  they  must  even 
fjuit  their  country,  their  farms,  and  their  endeared 
firesides,  and  go  to  a  more  hospitable,  more  fa- 
vorable climate. 

[The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  here  explained 
his  observations,  as  having  been  confined  to  the 
thinly  inhabited  country  near  Mobile;  that  it 
was  better  that  the  inhabitants  there  should 
suffer  some  deprivations,  or  even  be  compelletl 
to  leave  that  part  of  the  country,  than  that  the 
enemy  should  receive  essential  supplies  through 
them,  or  that  the  effective  operations  of  an  im- 
portant measure  should  be  prevented.] 

Mr.  King  continued:  As.  Mr.  Chairman,  a 
part  of  the  District  of  Maine  in.  and  other  parts 
of  our  country  may  be.  like  Mobile,  thinly  inhab- 
ited and  exposed  to  the  same  inconveniences  in 
point  of  situation,  the  principle  of  the  gentleman 
was  equally  applicable  to  the  inhabitants  of  those 
partb  of  our  country,  and  they  fell  of  course  un- 


^rich  perm^jted  a  limited  coasting  trade,  it  has  j  der  the  same  condemnation  and  proscription.    At 


all  events,  sir,  such  must  be  the  operation  of  this 
measure  upon  them.  Pass  this  bill  into  a  law, 
and  enforce  it  in  all  its  rigors  and  horrors,  and 
they  must  emigrate  or  starve.  But,  indeed,  sir.  I 
do  not  think  they  will  do  or  suffer  either,  until 
they  shall  have  made  use  of  all  the  means  which 
God  and  nature  have  put  into  their  hands  for 
upport,  but  this  is  i  redress. 

I  know  the  people  of  Maine  well.  I  was  born 
among  them.  I  atu  one  of  them,  and  feel  a  con- 
scious pride  in  representing  their  interest,  their 
fei'lings,  and  their  views.  Yes.  sir,  1  well  know 
iheir  hardy  sons  ;  rough  as  their  climate,  unpol- 
ished as  their  country  ;  treat  them  as  freemen, 
like  their  own  ocean  in  a  calm; 
but  oppress  liiem,  treat  them  as  slaves,  and  '•  the 
tempestuous  sea  of  liberty"  is  not  more  violent 
and  unmanageable.  What  must  you  expect  from 
such  a  people  when  you  attempt,  with  the  stroke 
of  a  pen,  to  cut  them  off  from  all  their  accus- 
tomed modes  of  industry  and  enterprise  ?  I  sug- 
gest not  this  as  a  threat,  but  as  a  solemn  caution 
to  gentlemen  how  they  raise  a  storm,  which  it 
will  not  be  in  their  power  to  calm  or  direct. 

I  well  renumber  the  slander  wnich  has  been 
industriously  propagated  against  this  people — of 
want  of  attachment  to  the  Union— of  a  disre- 
gard of  Its  Constitution  and  laws.  But  believe 
me.  sir.  if  that  Union  ever  be  dissolved,  it  will 
not  bo  for  want  of  their  attachment  to  it.  but  be- 
cause this  Government,  the  bond  of  mat  Union, 
discards  them,  and  sacrifices  their  interest  and 


ikir^raonths.     The  interior  of  that  country  may 

]hi}e,  at   th»»  last  very  productive  season,  raised 

t^licient  foi  their  immediate 

TJijlthe  cast'  on  the  seaboard  ;  there  they  are  in 

'^:^t  of  articles  of  the  first  nece.ssity.     A  part  of 

<jj|l   country    has    been    recently    settled — other 

^afls  are  not  suitable   for  cultivation.     The  in- 

i^itants  have  alway^  been  accustomed  to  draw 

■Wiiir  princi|>al  support  from  the  ocean,  from  their 

j^Jieries.  luLober,  and  coastine   trade.     It  is  thus  {  and  they  are 

^,i(y  have',b«?en  compelled  to  obtain  their  weekly 

^ixij^  montlilir  supplies.     I  fear  that  gentlemen  are 

•£^k  sufficiently  acquainted  with  that  part  of  our 

•ilintry,  anil   do  not   realize  the  calamities  they 

.•*^fll,  by  th;s   measure,  inevitably  bring  upon  it. 

i^ith  our  extended   seacoasl,  our  rough,  and  in 

.ivny  parts^sterile  country,  it  will,  sir,  be  irapos- 

Atie  by  lanil  to  carry  sufficient  supplies  into  every 

•Jijft  of  the'  District  of  Maine;  the  slate  of  our 

•J>^ds  and  the  face  of  our  country  forbid  it.    You 

in^y   wiih  .<-ome    facility  proceed  as  far  as  the 

tynnebec  ;    there,   on    the   seaboard,    you    meet 

I'ith  a  natural   barrier   to  land  carriage.     Sup- 

;|(^e  you  piiss  that  river,  and  with  difficulty  pro- 

'  A,'ed  to  the  "Penobscot  ;  you  must  then  transport 

f^ur  wag(^is  thirty   miles    by    water,   or   drive 

Ijem  for  u  Sung  distance  upon  the  margin  of  that 


jtiver,  over  a  broken  and  mountainous  country  ;  |  their  happines.*,  and  turns  protection  into  oppres- 

i  I     .      -    -_  1  Li-  They  do  not  disregar. I  our  Constitution  or 


i^nt  if.  wit.4  all  this  hazard,  labor,  and  trouble 
.^'^u  pa>s  the  Penobscot,  what  will  you  then  ea- 
^|:<punter  ?  After  leaving  the  vicinity  of  the  river, 
.  ff^u  meet  Hiih  few  settlements,  a  thinly  inhabited 
.  MUntry,  extensive  wildernesses,  with  scarcely  a 

A*  ■■ 


sion. 

laws,  but  they  do  in  vain  look  to  them  for  that 
protection  in  the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and 
property,  which  ihey  have  a  right  to  expect  and 
demand.     Of  most  of  their  external  commerce 
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they  have  been  for  a  long  time  deprived  ;  their 
vessels,  by  thousands,  are  now  rotting  at  their 
wharves,  their  sailors  abandoned  to  misery  and 
want  ;  their  fisheries,  for  which  they  are  indebted 
to  God  and  their  own  industry  only,  are  ruined  ; 
and  all  by  the  restrictive  and  war  acts  of  their 
rulers;  and  now  the  scanty,  the  miserable  rem- 
nant of  their  once  extensive  and  nourishing  com- 
merce, even  their  friendly  coasting  trade,  from 
port  to  port  and  Stale  to  State,  by  which  they 
earn  their  daily  bread,  is  by  this  bill  to  be  taken 
from  them.  Under  your  Constitutional  right  to 
regulate  commerce,  you  will  destroy  all  com- 
merce, and  drive  our  seamen  into  foreign  service. 
Instead  of  free  trade  and  sailors'  right.s.  we  have 
no  trade  and  sailors'  wrongs. 

Permit  me  here,  sir.  as  a  necessary  caution  to 
gentlemen,  as  a  solemn  warning  to  this  country, 
as  an  impressive  lesson  to  the  American  people, 
to  read  a  catalogue  of  these  restrictive,  not  to 
say  oppressive  laws;  I  could  wish  deeply  to  en- 
grave them  on  the  hearts  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
m  perpetual  remembrance  of  the  causes  of  their 
sufferings. 

No.  1,  February  28,  1806,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An 
act  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  certain  parts  of  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo."  to  wit :  those  parts  '•  not 
in  possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Gov- 
ernment of  France." 

No.  2.  April  18,  1806.  Mr.  Jefferson.— 'An  act 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,"  from  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  after  the  15th  of  November 
then  next. 

No.  3.  February  24,  1807,  Mr.  Jefferson.—  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  suspend  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  certain 
parts  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo.'  extending 
to  Gonnives  and  Tortuga,  and  other  dependen- 
cies of  St.  Domingo,  not  in  possession  and  under 
the  acknowledged  Government  of  France." 

No.  4.  December  22,  1807,  Mr.  Jefferson.— '"An 
act  laying  on  embargo  ou  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States." 

No.  5.  January  9,  1808,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act.  entitled  "An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States." 

No.  6.  March  12,  1808,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States." 

No.  7.  April  23,  1808,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "Aa  act 
in  addition  to  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States^'  and  the  several  acts 
supplementary  thereto,  and  tor  other  purposes." 

No.  8.  January  9,  1809,  Mr.  Jefferson.— '"An 
act  to  enforce  and  make  more  effectual  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  and  the  several  acts  supplementary 
thereto." 


No.  9.  March  1,  1809,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An  act 
to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  10.  June  28,  1809,  Mr.  Madison.—  An  act 
to  amend  and  continue  in  force  certain  parts  of 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  interdict  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  depend- 
encies, and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  11.  May  1,  1810,  Mr.  Madison.— "An  act 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  12.  March  2,  1811,  Mr.  Madison.— "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  con- 
cerning the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  12.  June  18,  1812,  Mr.  Madison.— "An  act 
declaring  war  between  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
their  Territories." 

No.  14.  Mr.  Madison. — And  now,  ''A  bill  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States." 

Here,  sir,  you  have  a  catalogue  of  the  restrict- 
ive acts  of  an  American  Congress,  enacted  os- 
tensibly for  the  benefit  of  a  free  commercial  peo- 
ple I  If.  sir.  a  parallel  can  be  found  in  all  the 
annals  of  ancient  or  modern  despotism,  (always 
excepting  that  of  France.)  of  equal  commercial 
oppression,  let  her  abettors  show  it.  Would  to 
God  I  could  erase  from  your  statute  books  this 
record  of  oppression,  with  the  same  facility  as  I 
now  cast  this  schedule  of  the  acts  from  me,  and 
tread  it  under  foot.  Sir,  the  American  people 
cannot,  they  will  not  submit  to  be  thus  oppressed. 
You  tempt  them  too  far;  you  abuse  their  noble 
and  generous  nature  ;  clouds  and  thick  darkness 
may,  for  a  time,  rest  upon  their  spirit  and  their 
patriotism,  but,  like  the  sun  of  heaven,  they  will 
burst  forth  with  renovated  splendor. 

As  an  attempt  to  gain  a  partial  relief  for  such 
of  our  fellow-citizens  as  are  likely  greatly  to  suf- 
fer by  the  suspension  of  the  coasting  trade,  Mr. 
King  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill  so  as  to  permit  coasting  vessels  to  go  from 
one  port  in  any  State  to  another  port  in  the  same 
State. 

And  in  favor  of  neutrals,  who  had  been,  or 
should  be  induced  to  visit  our  ports,  Mr.  K.  also 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
by  striking  therefrom  the  following  words,  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill: 

"  AVhose  officers  and  crews  shall  consist  wholly  of 
such  foreigners  as  did  belong  to  nations  in  amity  with 
the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  said 
ship  or  vessel  in  the  United  States,  and  which  shall 
not  have,  nor  take  on  board  for  the  voyage,  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  except  such  as  may  produce 
a  passport  therefore,  to  be  furnished  under  the  author- 
ity and  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States," 
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il  I      DEcrfasER  I'i.—Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

^tj.1r.  SKfNNER,  from  the  Joint  Committee  for 
ijji^olled  Bifls.  repo.led  that  the  committee  had 
t'j|i,iDined  ae  enrolled  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  lay- 
i^  an  embargo  on  ail  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
{xjSs  and  hai(bors  of  the  United  States,"  and  had 


United  States,  for  his  approbatioD,  an  enrolled 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States." 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President, 
of  the  United  States.by  Mr.  Coles-,  his  Secretary, 


ujfls  anJ  tiaiaors  ot  ttie  United  states,"  and  had     "•  ""^  i-'uncu  oi«ic»,uy  .»ii.  v^uic^.,  ms  occreiary, 
fM$id  the  sa^ie  to  be  truly  enrolled:  On  which,     notifying  that  the  President  did,  on   Friday  last, 


tB?SpEAKF'Pf  signed  the  said  bill, 
^€rdered,  ift'hat  the  said  Committee  of  Enrol- 
n^Bt  do  tak(>  the  said  bill  to   the  Senate  for  the 
siinature  of  iheir  President. 


WoNDAv,  December  20. 


approve  and  sign  the  abovementioned  enrolled 
bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oakley. 

Ordered,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  im- 
posed upon  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  9th  instant,  as  well  as 
upon  all  the  proceedings  of  this   House,  grow- 


ler. SKi:t»ER,  from  the  Joint  Committee  for  [  ing  out  of  the  said  Message,  be  taken  off[  and 
EiiroUed  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  did,  ;  that  the  said  Message  and  proceedings  be  pub- 
Qjt  ^riday  list,  present   to   the  President  of  the  <  lished. 
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APPENDIX 


TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[FIRST   AND    SECOND    SESSIONS.] 

COMPRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRESS. AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


FRANCE. 

Th  the  Ilonse  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  containiog  the 
information  requested  by  iheir  resolutions  of  the 
21st  of  June  last. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

July  12,  1813. 

Depart.ment  of  State, 

July  12,  1813. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  were  refer- 
red several  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  21st  ultimo,  requesting  informa- 
tion on  certain  points  relating  tothe  Frenchdecree 
of  the  28th  of  April.  1811.  has  the  honor  to  make 
to  the  President  the  following  report: 

In  furnishing  the  information  required  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  Secretary  of  State 
presumes  that  it  might  be  deemed  sufficient  for 
him  to  state  what  is  now  demanded,  what  part 
thereof  has  been  heretofore  communicated,  and 
to  supply  the  deficiency.  He  considers  it,  how- 
ever, more  conformable  to  the  views  of  the  House, 
to  meet,  at  this  time,  without  regarding  what  has 
been  already  communicated,  every  inquiry,  and 
to  give  a  distinct  answer  to  each,  with  the  proper 
explanation  relating  to  it. 

The  House  of  Representatives  has   requested 
information  when,  by  whom,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, the  first  intelligence  was  given  to  thi.s  Gov- 
ernment of  the  decree  of  the   Government    of 
France,  bearing  date  on  the  28th  of  April,  1811, 
and  purporting  to  be  a  definitive  repeal  of  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan  ;  whether  Mr.  Russell, 
late  Charge  d'AlIaires  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Government  of  P'rance,  ever  admitted  or  denied  i 
to  his  Government  the  correctness  of  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr.  Barlow,  as 
stated  in  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  of  the  12th  of  May,  | 
1812.  to  theSecretary  of  State,  that  the  said  decree  j 
had  been  communicated  tohis(Mr.  Barlow's)  pre-  ; 
decessor  there  ;  and  to  lay  before  the  House  any 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Russell  on  that  subject 
which  it  may  not  be  improper  to  communicate; 


and  alsoany  correspondence  between  Mr.  Russell, 
in  possession  of  the  Department  of  State  ;  whether 
the  Minister  of  France  to  the  United  States  ever 
informed  this  Government  of  the  existence  of  the 
said  decree,  and  to  lay  before  the  House  any  cor- 
respondence with  the  said  Minister  relative  there- 
to, not  improper  to  be  communicated,  with  any 
other  information  in  possession  of  the  Executive, 
which  he  may  not  deem  it  injurious  to  the  public 
interest  to  disclose,  relative  to  the  said  decree, 
tending  to  show  at  what  time,  by  whom,  and  in 
what  manner,  it  was  first  made  known  to  this 
Government,  or  to  any  of  its  representatives  or 
agents;  and  lastly,  to  inform  the  House  whether 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  ever 
received  from  that  of  France  any  explanation  of 
the  reasons  of  that  decree  being  concealed  from 
this  Government  and  its  Minister,  for  so  long  a 
time  after  its  dale;  and  if  such  explanation  has 
been  asked  by  this  Government,  and  has  been 
omitted  to  be  given  by  that  of  France,  whether 
this  Government  has  made  any  remonstrance,  or 
expressed  any  dissatisfaction  to  the  Government 
of  France  at  such  concealment  ? 

These  inquiries  embrace  two  distinct  objects. 
The  first  relates  to  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  in  regard  to  this  decree.  The 
second,  to  that  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  In  satisfying  the  call  of  the  House  on 
this  latter  point,  it  seems  to  be  proper  to  meet  it 
in  a  two-fold  view:  first,  as  it  relates  to  the  con- 
duct of  this  Government  in  this  transaction; 
secondly,  as  it  relates  to  its  conduct  towards  both 
belligerents,  in  some  important  circumstances 
connected  with  it.  The  resolutions  do  not  call 
specially  for  a  report  of  such  extent ;  but  as  the 
measures  of  the  Executive,  and  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress founded  on  communications  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive, which  relate  to  one  of  the  belligerents, 
have,  by  necessary  consequence,  an  immediate 
relation  to  the  other,  such  a  report  seems  to  be 
obviously  comprised  within  their  scope.  On  this 
principle  the  report  is  prepared,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  more  full  the  information  given  on 
every  branch  of  the  subject,  the  more  satisfactory 
will  it  be  to  the  House. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  re- 
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in  reply  \'p  tbesp  inquiries,  that  the  first  in- '  raent  of  France,  long  depending,  and  said  to  have 


lUiW  pel.  1  rr,  nil 

airiK^ncing  it, 
11,;'}}  which  f 
thdtluke  of  B 
haj||een  diil 
R4^11  replM 


tell|ence  whii  h  this  Government  received  of  ihe 
Pfi4ch  decr^t  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  was 
c()(|»)iiunicati(l  by  Mr.  Barlow,  in  a  letter  bearing 
daii'oD  the  12lh  of  May.  1812,  which  was  re- 
c«i|  'd  hy  this  Department  on  the  13th  of  Julv 
fol|,  iving;  thai  the  §rM  intimation  to  Mr.  Bar- 
lovi  )f  the  existence  of  that  decree,  as  appears  by 
hist  )mmuDi({Htions.  was  given  by  the  Duke  of 
B«J^no  in  aji  informal  conference  on  some  day 
beij*->en  the  1st  and  10th  day  of  May,  1812.  and 
thfJihe  officiul  communication  of  it  to  Mr.  Bar- 
loiijivas  raadie  on  the  10th  of  that  month,  at  his 
r^.^^t;  that  Mr.  Barlow  transmitted  a  copy  of 
thi«t  Jecree.  afl.l  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano^  letter 
airjtuincinir  it,  :o  Mr.  Russell,  in  a  letter  of  .May 
he  also  informed  .Mr.  Russell  that 
Bassano  had  stated  that  the  decree 
ily  communicated  to  him;  that  .Mr. 
.lied,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Barlow  of  trie 
29j|!i'of  May., that  his  first  knowledge  of  the  de- 
cree jivas  deriVfd  from  his  letter,  and  that  he  has 
re|»jitedl|r  stated  the  same  since  to  this  Govern- 
mtV.  The  taper  marked  A  is  a  copy  of  an  ex- 
ir^tof  Mr.  Larlow's  letter  to  the  Department  of 
SlJ^  of  May  1.2.  1812;*  B,  of  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
-  •  -.  letter  to  Mr.  Barlow  of  the  10th  of  the 
)y  month  ,*;C,  of  an  extract  of  Mr.  Barlow'.* 
fr  to  Mr.  Russell  of  May  11th  ;  D,  ol  an  ex- 
n  of  Mr.  Russell's  answer  of  the  29th  of  May  ; 
[^.  ol  Mr  Russell's  letter  to  the  Department 
^Hate  of  the, 30th. 

Secreti^ry  of  State  reports,  also,  that  no 
^  .  micatioft  of  the  decree  of  the28ih  of  April, 
IB^L  was  ever-made  to  this  Government  by  the 
Mi;  tfter  of  Fr£»^nce,  or  other  person  than  as  above 
staii  i^l,  and  tha'  no  explanation  of  the  cause  of  its 
no:,  having  betrn  communicated  to  this  Govern- 
mt^i.  and  published,  at  the  time  of  its  date,  was 
evVrf^ade  \u  (his  Government,  or.  so  far  as  it  is 


been  brought  nearly  to  a  conclusion  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Barlow's  death,  was  suspended  by  that 
event.  His  successor,  lately  appointed,  is  author- 
ized to  resume  the  negotiation,  and  to  conclude 
it.  He  is  instructed  to  demand  redress  of  the 
French  Government  lor  every  injury,  and  an  ex- 
planation of  its  motive  for  withholding  from  this 
Governmecta  knowledge  of  the  decree  for  so  long 
a  time  after  its  adoption. 

It  appears,  by  the  documents  referred  to,  that 
.Mr.  Barlow  lost  no  time,  after  having  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  French  decree 
of  the  28th  of  April,  1811.  in  demanding  a  copy 
ol  it,  and  transmitting  it  to  Mr.  Russell,  who  im- 
mediately laid  it  before  the  British  Government, 
urging,  on  the  ground  of  this  new  proof  of  the 
repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  that  the  British 
Onlers  in  Council  should  be  repealed.  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's note  to  Lord  Castlereagh  bears  date  on  the 
20th  of  May  ;  Lord  Castlereagh's  reply  on  tbe 
23d,  in  which  he  promised  to  submit  the  decree 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Prince  Regent.  (See 
papers  marked  F.)  It  appears,  however,  that  no 
encouragement  was  given  at  that  time  to  hope 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  repealed  in 
consequence  of  that  decree;  and  that,  although 
It  was  afterwards  made  the  ground  of  their  repeal, 
the  repeal  was.  nevertheless,  to  be  ascribed  to 
other  causes.  Their  repeal  did  not  take  efl^ect 
until  the  23d  of  June,  more  than  a  month  after 
the  French  decree  had  been  laid  before  the  Brit- 
ish Government ;  a  delay  indicating  in  itself,  at 
a  period  so  momentous  and  critical,  not  merely 
neglect,  but  disregard  of  the  French  decree.  That 
the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  was 
not  produced  by  the  French  decree,  other  proofs 
might  be  adduced.  I  will  state  one  which,  m 
addition  to  the  evidence  contained  in  the  letters 
■  '}r — --  •-'"•-  v^«.t.»iuriii.  ur.  su  jar  as  ii  is  ,  from  Mr. Russellherewithcommunicated  marked 
inMCjned  to  the  representatives  or  agents  of  the  j  G,  is  deemed  conclusive.  In  the  communicatioD 
LnJO'd  States  la  Europe.  The  Minister  of  France  '  of  Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Graham,  ou  the  9th  of  Au 
hai^Jeen  asked  to  explain  the  cause  of  a  proceed-  '  gust,  1812,  marked  H.  which  was  founded  on  in- 
iDft>^pparently.so  extraordinary  and  exception-  '  structions  from  his  Government,  of  as  late  date 
ab^-  who  replied,  that  his  first  intelligence  of  as  the  17th  of  June,  ,n  which  he  stated  that  aa 
frn^i  rhTn"*!*  TT'"^  ^y  ihe  \yasp,  in  a  letter  ofl5cial  declaration  would  be  sent  to  thiscountryT 
lro,Jv  the   Duk^.  of  Bas>ano  of  .May  10,  1812,  in     proposing  a  conditional  repeal  ot   the  Orders  io 

w.,i,Tti  he  expressed  his  surprise  that  a  prior  let-        '        "  '  ~    *^  - 

^^W  ;^^ay,  1811,  in  which  he  had  transmitted  a 
cof^.,of  the  d.-cree,  for  the  information  of  this 
Gi/ij*rnment.  had  not  been  received.  Further 
exiii.'^ations  vvrere  expected  from  Mr.  Barlow 
bujjirjne  were  -given.  The  light  in  which  this 
lri».l-yciion  wa.v  viewed  by  this  Government  was 


r.l-%ciion  wa.v  viewed  by 
nojA-Jd  by  the  iPresident  in  his  ^Message  to  Con- 
grjl^v;  and  convraunicated  also  to  Mr.  Barlow  in 


O'^^^i  ..„„     .„ 

tb-jjller  of  ihs  Ulh  of  July,  1812,  wilh  a  »,ew    »al  unnecessary  ;  a  couJ.Mon  which  proves'in- 


Council,  so  far  a.s  they  affected  the  United  States, 
no  notice  whatever  was  takeu  of  the  French  de- 
cree. One  of  the  conditions  then  contemplated 
was,  that  the  orders  in  Council  should  be  revived 
at  ihe  end  of  eight  months,  unless  the  conduct  of 
the  French  Government,  and  the  result  of  tbe 
communications  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  should  be  such  as,  in  tbe  opinion 
ot  the  British  Government,  to  render  their  revi- 
val unnecessary;  a  condition  which 


.-^^j^.c^uisuetxpiacationlrom  the  French  Gov-  contestably  that  tne  French  decree  was  not  con 

"STParP?  t  ^'ii'-^^^^y•  1S12,  the  Empe-  sidered   b/the   British  Governr^ent  a  suffS 

IfSih^  n\    •  r  D    ^''^'^-"n  '"  ''^'^  ^*y=*  '''"^-  ^'""""^  °°  "^^'^^'^  ^'^  '*■?*»'  «he  Orders  in  Council. 

*c?'^,  .n  ?"^r  '^*^^*^^"'>  '«''°^«'l  him.     A  ne-  It  proves,  also,  that,  on  that  day  the  British  g"ov. 

^Cpa;ion  tor  ttig  adjustment  of  injuries  and  the  ernmeul  had  resolved  not  to  repeal  the  Orders  on 

ar*'uijTenient  o    our  rr,mmprn«  «,.!».   .K„  n iho  Ko.io  „r  .k„.   i tc,.ca.  lue  v^ruers  on 


arVyi^eraent  olour  commerce  with  the  Govern 

•  tlNOMctwo  lexers  were  transmitted  with  the  Pre«- 
i^tvuj  .Message  of  January  26,  1813. 


the  basis  ol  that  decree;  since  the  proposed  re- 
peal was  to  depend,  not  on  what  the  French  Gov- 
ernment had  already  done,  but  on  what  it  might 
do,  and  on  arrangements  entered  into  wilh  the 
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United    States,    unconnected    with    the    French 
repeal. 

The  French  decree  of  the  2Sth  of  April.  1811, 
was  transmitted  to  the  United  States  hy  the  Wasp, 
a  public   vessel,  which   had    been   lone  awaiting, 


that  they  are  to  be  regarded  by  other  Powers. 
In  repealing  the  Orders  in  Council  on  the  pre- 
text of  the  French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April, 
1811,  the  British  Government  has  conceded  that 
it  ought  to  have  repealed  them  on  the  declaration 
at  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  de-  I  of  the  5th  of  August,  1810.  It  is  impossible  to 
spatches  from  our  Ministers  relating  to  these  very  discriminate  between  the  two  acts,  or  to  separate 
important  concerns  with  both  Governments.  It  them  fromeach  other,  soas  to  justify, on  sound  and 
was  received  at  the  Department  of  State  on  the  )  consistent  principles,  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
13ih  ot  July,  1812.  nearly  a  month  after  the  dec-  i  Council  on  the  ground  of  one  act.  and  the  refusal 
laration  of  war  against  Great  Britain.  Intelli-  ;  to  repeal  them  on  that  of  the  other.  The  second 
gence  of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  was  j  act  makes  the  repeal  definitive;  but  for  what  rea- 
not  received  until  about  the  middle  of  the  follow-  |  son  ?  Because  the  non-importation  act  had  been 
ing  month.  It  was  impossit.le,  therefore,  that  '  put  in  force  against  Great  Britain,  in  compliance 
either  of  these  acts,  in  whatever  light  they  might  j  with  ihe  condition  subsequently  attached  to  the 
be  viewed,  should  have  been  taken  into  consider-  j  former  repeal,  and  her  refusal  to  repeal  her  Or- 
ation, or  have  had  any  infiuence  in  deciding  on  '  ders  in  Council.  That  act  being  still  in  force, 
that  important  event.  i  and  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April.  1811.  being 

Had  the  British  Government  been  disposed  to  |  expressly  founded  on  it.  Great  Britain  repeals  her 
repeal  its  Orders  in  Council,  in  conformity  with  j  Orders  in  Council  on   the  basis  of  this  latter  de- 
cree.     The   conclusion    is  therefore  irresistible. 


the  principle  on  which  it  professed  to  have  is- 
sued them,  and  on  the  condition  which  it  had 
itself  prescribed,  there  was  no  reason  to  delay  the 
repeal  until  such  a  decree  as  that  of  the  2Sth  of 
April,  1811.  should  be  produced.     The  declara- 


that  by  this  repeal,  under  all  the  circumstances 
attending  it.  the  British  Government  has  ac- 
knowledged the  justice  of  the  claim  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  a  repeal  on   the   former  occasion. 


tion  of  the  French  Government  of  August  5.  1810.  By  accepting  the  latter  repeal,  it  has  sanctioned 
had  fully  satisfied  every  claim  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, according  to  its  own  principles  on  that 
point.  By  it  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
were  declared  to  be  repealed,  the  repeal  to  take 
effect  on  the  1st  of  November  following;  on  which 
day  it  did  take  effect.  The  only  condition  at- 
tached to  it  was.  either  that  Great  Britain  should 


the  preceding  one.  It  has  sanctioned  also  the 
conduct  of  this  Government  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  non-importation  act  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, founded  on  the  preceding  repeal. 

Other  important  consequences  result  from  thii 
repeal  of  the  British  Government.  By  fair  and 
obvious  construction,  the  acceptance  of  the  decree 


follow  the  example,  and  repeal  her  Orders  in  of  the  28th  of  April.  1811,  as  the  ground  of  (he 
Council, orlhat  the  United  Statesshould  carry  into  ,  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  ought  to  be  con- 
effect  against  her  their  non-importation  act.  This  I  strued  to  extend  back  to  the  1st  of  November 
condition  was.  in  its  nature,  subsequent,  not  pre-  ,  1810.  the  day  on  which  the  preceding  repeal  took 
cedent;  reserving  a  right  in  France  to  revive  her  effect.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  full  confi- 
decrees,  in  case  neither  alternative  was  performed,  deuce  that,  if  this  question  could  be  submitted  to 
By  this  declaration  it  was  put  completely  in  the  the  judgment  of  an  impartial  judicial  tribunal, 
power  of  Great  Britain  to  terminate  this  contro-  such  would  be  its  decision.  He  has  equal  confi- 
versy  in  a  manner  the  most  honorable  to  herself,  dence  that  such  will  be  the  judgment  pronounced 
France  had  yielded  to  her  the  ground  on  a  con-  on  it  by  the  enlightened  and  impartial  world.  If 
dition  with  which  she  had  declared  her  willing-  however,  these  two  acts  could  be  separated  from 
ness  to  comply.  Had  she  complied,  the  non-  ,  each  other,  so  as  that  the  latter  might  be  made 
importation  act  would  not  have  been  carried  into  the  basis  of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
effect,  nor  could  the  French  decrees  have  been  distinct  from  the  former,  it  follows  that,  bearing 
revived.  By  refusing  to  comply,  she  has  made  \  date  on  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  the  repeal  ought 
herself  responsible  for  all  that  has  since  followed,  j  to  have  relation  to  that  date.  In  legal  construe- 
By  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April.  1811,  the  I  tion,  between  nations  as  well  as  individuals,  acts 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  said  to  be  de-  |  are  to  be  respected  from  the  time  they  begin  to 
finitively  repealed,  and  the  execution  of  the  non-  ;  operate;  and  where  they  impose  a  moral  or  po- 
importation  act  against  Great  Britain  was  de-  I  litical  obligation  on  another  party,  that  obliga- 
clared  to  be  the  ground  ol  that  repeal.  The  re-  '  tion  commences  with  the  commencement  of  the 
peal,  announced  by  tne  declaration  of  the  5th  of  i  act.  But  it  has  been  urged  that  the  French  de- 
August,  IblO,  was  absolute  and  fiual,  except  as  i  cree  was  not  promulgated  or  made  known  to  the 
to  the  condition  subsequently  attached  to  it.  This  :  British  Government  until  a  year  after  its  date, 
latter  decree  acknowledges  that  that  condition  1  This  objection  has  no  force.  By  accepting  an 
had  been  performed,  and  disclaims  the  right  to  act  bearing  date  a  year  before  it  was  promulgated, 
revive  it  in  consequence  of  that   performance ;  j  it  is  admitted  that,  in  the  interval,  nothing  was 


and.  extending  back  to  the  1st  of  November,  con- 
firms, in  every  circumstance,  the  preceding  repeal. 
The  latter  act.  therefore,  as  to  the  repeal,  is  no- 
thing more  than  a  confirmation  of  the  former. 
It  is  in  this  sense  that  those  two  acts  are  to  be 
understood   in  France.     It   is  in  the  same  sense 


done  repugnant  to  it.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that 
any  Government  would  accept  from  another,  as 
the  basis  on  which  it  was  to  found  an  important 
measure,  an  act  of  anterior  and  remote  date, 
pledging  itself  to  a  certain  course  of  conduct', 
which  that  Government  had,  in  the  interval  de- 
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pnm^d   from   and  violated.     If  any  GoverDment  '      Had   a  similar  declaration   been  made  by  the 
h(|.|,*iolated  an  act.  the  injunctions  of  which  it    Minister  of  France  in  the  United  States  to  this 


vv'uitbound  to  observe,  by  an  anterior  one  in  rela 
tio|4to  a  third  party,  and  which  it  professed  to 
htt*?  observed  before  its  acceptance  by  the  other, 
it  1^  uld  not  be  presumed  that  tt  would  cease  to 
Ticxite  it  after  the  acceptance.  The  conclusion 
is  Irresistible,  ihat,  if  the  other  Government  did 
ac'Wt  such  act^  with  a  knowledge  of  its  antece- 
der^jviolation,  .ns  the  foundation  of  any  measure 
08  f^  own  part,  such  act  must  have  been  the  os- 


Government,  by  the  order  of  his  own,  would  it 
not  have  been  entitled  to  respect,  and  been  re- 
spected? By  the  usage  of  nations  such  respecl 
could  not  have  been  withheld.  The  arrangement 
made  with  Mr.  Erskine  is  a  full  proof  of  the  good 
faith  of  this  Government,  and  of  its  impartiality 
in  its  transactions  with  both  the  belligerents.  It 
was  made  with  that  Minister  on  the  ground  of 
his  public  character,  and  the  confidence  due  to  it; 


tent||ile  only,  and   not   the  real,   motive  to  such    on  which  basis  the  non-intercourse  was  removed 
me^xe.  as    to    England,  and    left    in  full    force   against 

,'t^e  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  the  i  France.  The  failure  of  that  arrangement  was 
2{6;»'f  April.  1812,  is  in  full  confirmation  of  these  |  imputable  to  the  British  Government  alone,  who, 
reafijks.  By  this  act  of  the  British  Government,  in  rejecting'  it,  took  on  itself  a  high  responsi- 
it  i-ffiormally  announced,  on  the  authority  of  a  .  bility,  not  simply  in  regard  to  the  consequences 
rep^|t  of  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  i  attending  it.  but  in  disavowing  and  annulling  the 
Co|;¥rvative  Senate  of  France,  that  the  French  act  of  its  Minister,  without  showing  that  he  had 
decf^s  were  8i]ll  in  force  and  that  the  Orders  in  exceeded  his  authority.  In  accepting  the  declar- 
Coijlcil  should  not  be  repealed.  It  cannot  fail  to  ation  of  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
exo5|.'  conslder^ble  surprise  that  the  British  Gov-  in  proof  of  the  French  repeal,  the  United  States 
eroji^nt  shoulc^  immf?diatcly  afterwards,  that  is,  gave  no  proof  of  improper  credence  to  the  Gor- 
oa  t^e  23d  of  /une,  repeal  its  Orders  in  Coun-  ;  ernment  of  France.  On  a  comparison  of  both 
cil,\>h  the  grotjnd  of  the  French  decree  of  the  transactions  it  will  appear,  that  if  a  marked  con- 
28ii*Df  April,  1^11.  By  this  proceeding  the  Brit-  ,  fidence  and  respect  was  shown  to  either  Govern- 
ishJ(|overnraent  has  involved  itself  in  a  manifest  i  ment,  it  was  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  In  accept- 
ing^ Jsistency.  It  has  maintained  by  one  act  that  ing  the  declaration  of  the  Government  of  France, 
the^'Jfrench  de(»rees  were   in   full   force,  and   by     m  the  presence  of  the  Emperor,  the  United  Slates 


ano^Ser  that  they  were  repealed  during  the  same 
$pa:f4*of  time.  Il  admits,  also,  that  by  no  act  of  the 
Fr^^,ithGoverninent,or  of  its  cruisers,  had  any  vio- 
latij^jc^  tbc  repeal,  announced  by  the  declaration 
of  ct*  French  (government  of  the  5lh  of  August, 
18I«^^been  committed,  or,  at  least,  that  such  vio- 
lau^r.  bad  not  had  sufficient  weight  to  prevent 
theVepeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

I^  was  objected    that   the  declaration   of  the 


Mood  on  more  secure  ground  than  in  accepting 
that  of  a  British  Minister  in  this  country. 

To  the  demand  made  by  the  United  States  of 
the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council, 
founded  on  the  basis  of  the  French  repeal  of 
August  5,  1810.  the  British  Government  replied, 
by  demanding  a  copy  of  the  orders  issued  by  the 
French  Government  for  carrying  into  effect  that 
repeal;  a  demand  without  example  in  the  inter- 


Ftcjjh  Government  of  the  5th  August.  1810,  ■  course  between  nations.  By  this  demand  it 
v^•a^^  jioi  such  an  act  as  the  British  Government  j  ceased  to  be  a  question  whether  the  French  re- 
0U(^4  to  have  regarded.  The  Secretary  of  State  peal  was  of  sufficient  extent,  or  was  founded  on 
IS  i^ijroughly  sMu^fied  that  this  objection  is  alto-  ,  justifiable  conditions.  The  pledge  of  the  French 
get^^r  unfounded.  It  was  communicated  by  the  I  Government  was  doubted  ;  a  scrutiny  was  to  be 
En^ivror  through  his  highest  official  organ,  the  '  instituted  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  to  be 
ScMftary   of  Foreign    Affairs,    to    the    Minister  \  discharged,  and   its   faith    preserved,  not  by  the 

subsequent  conduct  of  its  cruisers  towards  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  but  by  a  copy  of  the 
orders  giveu  to  its  cruisers.  Where  would  this 
end?  If  the  French  Government  intended  a 
fraud  by  its  declaration  of  repeal,  announced  to 


Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 
It  M:impossible  to  conceive  an  act  more  formal, 
authentic,  or  obligatory  on  the  French  Govern- 
ment: than  tha{  alluded  to.  Does  one  Govern- 
mc(|rever  ask  qr  expect  from  another  to  secure 


the^^rlormanc^of  any  duty,  however  important,  the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  and  afterwards 
mo^jthan  its  orficial  pledge,  fairly  and  fully  ex-  :  to  this  Government,  might  it  not  likewise  com- 
pr^^d'?  Caa:  better  security  be  given  for  its  i  mil  a  fraud  in  any  other  communication  which 
petlt^-jmance  ?  Had  there  been  any  doubt  on  this  '  it  might  make?  If  credit  was  refused  by  the 
su^,^|;t.  the  coo^^luct  of  Great  Britain  herself,  in  British  Government  to  the  act  of  the  French 
siai|iir  cases.  wx)uld  have  completely  removed  it.  Government,  thus  formally  announced,  is  it  prob- 
able that  it  would  have  been  given  by  it  to  any 
document  of  inferior  character,  directed  to  its 
I  own  people?  Although  il  was  the  policy,  and 
might  be  the  interest  of  the  British  Government 
to  engage  the  United  States  in  such  a  contro- 
I  versy  with  the  French  Government,  it  was  far 
from  comporting  with  their  interests  to  do  it. 
IS  c^vt;rved  whep  ibey  are  revoked.  Nor  was  the  i  They  considered  it  their  duty  to  accept  the  repeal 
aui^^nticay  of  piiher  act,  thus  announced,  ever  j  already  made  by  the  French  Government  of  its 

decrees,  and  to  look  to  its  conduct,  and  to  that  of 


Thrf  jvhole  histjyry  of  her  diplomatic  intercourse 
wii^  other  Powers,  on  the  subject  of  blockade,  is 
in  ;|('Cord  with  thi^  proceeding  of  the  French 
Go'i;/nmeDt.  We  know  that  when  her  Govern- 
mei|i^instituies  \  blockade,  the  Secretary  of  For- 
eigy^Affairs  aanounces  it  to  the  Ministers  of 
otLyPowers  at  London,  and  that  the  same  form 
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its  cruisers,  sanctioned  by  the  Government,  for  ' 
the  faithful  performance  or  violation  of  it.     The  ' 
United  States  having  been  injured  by  both  Pow- 
ers, were  unwilling,  in  their  exertions  to  obtain 
justice  of  either,  to  become  the  instrument  of  the 
other.     They  were  the  less  inclined  to  it  in   the 
present  instance,  from  the  consideration  that  the  { 
party  making  the  pressure  on  them  maintained 
in  full  force  its  unlawful  edicts  against  the  Ameri-  ; 
can  commerce,  while  it  could   not  deny  that  a 
considerable  advance  at  least  had  been  made  by 
the  other  towards  a  complete  accommodation  ;  it  i 
being  manifest  to  the  world,  not  only  that  the 
faith  of  the  French  Government  stood  pledged 
for  the  repeal  of  its  decrees,  but  that  the  repeal 
did  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  November,  1810,  in  i 
regard  to  the  United  States;  that  several  Ameri- 
can vessels  taken  under  them  had  been  delivered 
up;  and  judicial  decisions  suspended  on  all,  by 
Its  order;  and   that  it  also  continued  to  give  the 
most  positive  assurances  that  the  repeal  should 
be  faithfully  observed. 

It  has  also  been  urged  that  the  French  repeal 
was  conditional,  and  for  that  reason  could  not  be 
accepted.  This  objection  has  already  been  fully 
answered.  It  merits  attention,  however,  that  the 
acts  of  the  British  Government  relating  to  this 
subject,  particularly  the  declaration  of  the  21st 
April,  1S12,  and  the  repeal  of  that  of  the  23d 
June  of  the  same  year,  are  equally  and  in  like 
manner  conditional.  Il  is  not  a  little  surprising 
that  the  British  Government  should  have  ob- 
jected to  a  measure  in  another  Government  to 
which  it  has  itself  given  a  sanction  by  its  own 
acts.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that  ihis 
objection  has  been  completely  waived  and  given 
up  by  the  acceptance  of  the  decree  of  the  28lh  of 
April,  1811. 

The  British  Government  has  urged,  also,  that 
it  could  not  confide  in  the  faithful  performance 
by  the  French  Government  of  any  engagement 
it  might  enter  into  relative  to  the  repeal  of  its  de- 
crees. This  objection  would  be  equally  applica- 
ble to  any  other  compact  to  be  entered  into  with 
France.  While  maintained,  it  would  be  a  bar  to 
any  treaty,  even  to  a  treaty  of  peace,  between 
them.  But  it  also  has  been  admitted  to  be  un- 
founded by  the  acceptance  of  the  decree  of  the 
28th  April,  ISU, 

The  Secretary  of  State  presumes  that  these 
facts  and  explanations,  supported  as  they  ate  by 
authentic  documents,  prove:  First,  that  there- 
peal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  was  not  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  French  decree  bearing  date  on 
the  28th  April,  1811  ;  and.  secondly,  that  in  mak- 
ing that  decree  the  basis  of  their  repeal,  the  Brit- 
ish Government  has  conceded  that  it  ought  to 
have  repealed  them  on  the  ground  of  the  declar- 
ation of  the  French  Government  of  the  5th 
August,  1810,  so  as  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  No- 
vember following.  To  what  cause  the  repeal  of 
the  British  Orders  in  Council  was  justly  attrib- 
utable cannot  now  remain  a  doubt  with  any  who 
have  marked,  with  a  just  discernment,  the  course 
of  events.  It  must  afford  great  consolation  to 
the  good  people  of  these   States  to  know  that 


they  have  not  submitted  to  privations  in  vain. 
The  discussion  of  other  wrongs,  particularly 
that  relating  to  impressment,  had  been  closed 
some  time  before  the  period  alluded  to.  It  was 
unworthy  the  character  of  the  United  States  to 
pursue  the  discussion  on  that  difference,  when  it 
was  evident  that  no  advantage  could  be  derived 
from  it.  The  right  was  reserved  to  be  brought 
forward  and  urged  again  when  it  might  be  done 
with  effect.  In  the  meantime,  the  practice  of 
impressment  was  persevered  in  with  rigor. 

At  the  time  when  war  was  declared  against 
Great  Britain,  no  satisfactory  arrangement  was 
offered,  or  likely  to  be  obtained,  respecting  im- 
pressment; and  nothing  was  more  remote  from 
the  expectation  of  this  Government  than  the  re- 
peal of  the  Orders  in  Council.  Every  circum- 
stance which  had  occurred  tending  to  illustrate 
the  policy  and  views  of  the  British  Government 
rendered  such  an  event  altogether  improbable. 
From  the  commencement  of  that  system  of  hos- 
tility which  Great  Britain  had  adopted  against 
the  United  Slates,  her  pretensions  had  gradually 
increased,  or  at  least  become  more  fully  unfolded, 
according  to  circumstances,  until,  at  the  moment 
when  war  was  declared,  they  had  assumed  a  char- 
acter which  dispelled  all  prospect  of  accommoda- 
tion. The  Orders  in  Council  were  said  to  have 
been  adopted  on  a  principle  of  retaliation  on 
France,  although  at  the  time  when  the  order  of 
May,  1806.  was  issued,  no  measqre  of  France 
had  occurred  on  which  it  could  be  retaliatory; 
and  at  the  date  of  the  next  order,  (January,  1807,) 
it  was  hardly  possible  that  this  Government 
should  have  even  heard  of  the  decree  of  Berlin 
to  which  it  related.  It  was  stated  at  the  time  of 
their  adoption,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  that 
they  should  be  revoked  as  soon  as  France  revoked 
her  decrees,  and  that  the  British  Government 
would  proceed  with  the  Government  of  France 
pari  passu  in  the  revocation.  After  the  declara- 
tion, tiowever.  of  the  French  Government  of  the 
5th  August,  1810,  by  which  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  were  declared  to  be  repealed,  the  British 
Government  changed  its  tone,  and  continued  to 
rise  in  its  demands  to  the  moment  that  war  was 
declared.  It  objected,  first,  that  the  French  re- 
peal was  conditional  and  not  absolute:  although 
the  only  condition  attached  to  it  was,  that  Great 
Britain  should  follow  the  example,  or  the  United 
States  fulfil  their  pledge,  by  executing  the  non- 
importation act  against  her.  Il  was  then  de- 
manded that  France  should  repeal  her  internal 
regulations,  as  a  condition  of  the  repeal  of  the 
British  Orders  in  Council ;  next,  that  the  French 
repeal  should  be  extended  to  all  neutral  nations 
as  well  as  to  the  United  States;  and.  lastly,  that 
;  the  ports  of  her  enemies,  and  all  ports  from  which 
the  British  Hag  was  excluded,  should  be  opened 
to  British  manufactures  in  American  vessels; 
conditions  so  extravagant  as  to  satisfy  all  dispas- 
sionate minds  that  they  were  demanded,  not  in 
the  expectation  that  they  would  or  could  be  com- 
plied with,  but  to  terminate  the  discussion. 

On  full  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  it 
appeared   that  the   period   had  arrived  when  it 
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b*:ame  tbe  duty  of  the  United  States  to  take 
init  altitude  with  Great  Britain  which  was  due 
li^jbeir  violated  rights,  to  the  security  of  their 
n^)H  important  interests,  and  to  their  character 
au^n  independt^nt  nation.  To  have  shrunk  frona 
t'^'crists  woul^  have  been  to  abandon  everything 
vMjabie  to  a  (';ee  people.  The  surrender  of  our 
si|(;tflen  to  British  impressment,  with  the  destruc- 
tijLj  of  our  navigation  and  commerce,  would  not 
b*v^  been  iiso{jly  evils.  The  desolation  of  prop- 
erty, however  ^reat  and  widely  spread,  affects  an 
iitxrest  which«admits  of  repair.  The  wound  is 
ii^irable  only  which  fixes  a  stigma  on  the  na- 
tii^)fil  honor.  While  the  spirit  of  the  people  is 
ui>,;ibdued,  there  will  always  be  found  in  their 
lue  a  resource  equal  to  the  greatest  dangers 
llmost  trying  emergencies.  It  is  in  the  nature 
^-i^ee  Governjuent  to  inspire  in  the  body  of  the 
generous  and  noble  sentiments;  and  it  is 
jf  the  constituted  authorities  to  cherish 
<lito  appeal  to  tho&e  sentiments  and  to  rely  on 
ih^  yatriolic  support  of  their  constituents.  Had 
tlA'i  proved  themselves  unequal  to  the  crisis,  the  i 
n%)A  fatal  consequences  would  have  resulted  from 
it»  The  proof  of  their  weakness  would  have 
bfen  recorded;  but  not  on  them  alone  would  its  ' 
bineful  effect  have  been  visited.  It  would  have 
faisen  the  foundation  of  the  Government  itself, 
^{i  even  of  the  sacred  principles  of  the  Revolu- 
>n.  on  which  all  our  political  institutions  de- 
iVni.  Yielding  to  the  pretensions  of  a  foreign 
)>'er,  without  making  a  manly  effort  in  defence 
cur  rights;  without  appealing  to  the  virtue  of 
t|ie  people  or  to  ttie  strength  of  our  Union,  it 
v|v>uld  have  b«.'eD  charged,  and  believed,  that  in 

fse  sources   lay    the   hidden   defects.     Where 
uld  the  goo^  people  of  these  States  have  been 
e  10  make  ajioiher  stand  ?    Where  would  have 
b^|ea  their  rallying  point?     The  Government  of 
;ir  choice  having  been  dishonored,  its  weak- 
|ss,  and  thatjof  lh«Mr  institutions  demonstrated, 
triumph  ofithe  enemy  would  have  been  com- 
;le.     It  wouid  also  have  been  durable. 

The   constituted    authorities   of    the    United 
{ates  neitherUreaded  nor  anticipated  these  evils, 
ley  had  fulljconfidence  in  the  strength  of  the 
lion,  in  thelfirmness  and  virtue  of  the  people. 
U    were  sat^fied,  when   the  appeal  should  be 
itje,  that  ample  proof  would    be  afforded  that 
eir  confidenije  had   not  been  misplaced.     For- 
[•jji  pressure,  4t  was  not  doubted,  would  soon  dis- 
J)ite  foreign  partialities  and  prejudices,  if  such 
e^if  ted.  and  u(iite  us  more  closely  together  as  one 

|l(i  declaring  war  against  Great  Britain,  the 
If  i.led  States  have  placed  themselves  in  a  situa- 
ti->ii  to  retort. the  hostility  which  they  had  so 
Ijn^  suffered  fjora  the  British  Government.  The 
i^fntenance  qf  their  rights  was  the  object  of  the 
J»i.  Of  the  ^esire  of  this  Government  to  ter- 
iwiate  the  wi^r  on  honorable  conditions,  ample 
jr  o|jf  has  beeir  afforded  by  the  proposition  made 
t^  ^he  British  Government,  immediately  after 
Utideclaralion  of  war,  through  the  Charge  d'A- 
t^i^  of  the  United  States  at  London,  and 
f^fc/jthe  promptitude  and  manner  of  the  accept- 
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ance  of  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 
It  was  anticipated  by  some  that  a  declaration 
of  war  against  Great  Britain  would  force  the 
United  Slates  into. a  close  connexion  with  her 
adversary,  much  to  their  di.'advantage.  The  Sec- 
retary of  State  thinks  it  proper  to  remark,  that 
nothing  is  more  remote  from  the  fact.  Tbe  dis- 
crimination in  favor  of  France,  according  to 
law.  in  consequence  of  her  acceptance  of  the 
proposition  made  equally  to  both  Powers,  pro- 
duced a  difference  between  them  in  that  special 
case,  but  in  that  only.  The  war  with  England 
was  declared  without  any  concert  or  communi- 
cation with  the  French  Government ;  it  has  pro- 
duced no  connexion  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  or  any  understanding  as  to  its  prose- 
cution, continuance,  or  termination.  The  osten- 
sible relation  between  the  two  countries  is  the 
true  and  only  one.  The  United  States  have  just 
claims  on  France  for  spoliations  on  their  com- 
merce on  the  high  seas,  and  in  the  ports  of 
France;  and  their  late  Minister  was,  and  their 
present  Minister  is.  instructed  to  demand  repara- 
tion for  these  injuries,  and  to  press  it  with  the 
energy  due  to  the  justice  of  their  claims,  and  to 
the  character  of  the  United  States.  The  result 
of  the  negotiation  will  be  communicated  to  Con- 
gress in  due  time.  The  papers  marked  I  contain 
copies  of  two  letters,  addressed  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  Mr.  Barlow;  one  of  the  16th  June,  1812, 
just  before  the  declaration  of  war;  the  other,  of 
the  14th  July  following,  which  show  distinctly 
the  relation  existing  between  the  United  States 
and  France  at  that  interesting  period.  No  change 
has  since  occurred  in  it. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  President  of  the  U.mted  States. 


Copy  of  a  lelter  from  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  the 
Count  of  Sussy,  Counsellor  of  8tite,  Director  Gen- 
eral of  the  Customs. 

December  15,  1810. 

On  the  5th  of  last  August  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Relations  wrote  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked, 
and  that,  after  the  1st  of  November,  they  would 
cease  to  have  effect;  it  being  well  understood 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  declaration,  the  Eng- 
lish would  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and 
renounce  the  new  principles  of  blockade  which 
they  wished  to  establish,  or  that  the  United  States, 
iu  conformity  to  the  act  communicated,  should 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the  English. 

On  the  communication  of  this  note,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  issued,  on  the  2d  of  No- 
vember, a  proclamation,  which  announces  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  after 
the  1st  of  November;  and  which  declares  that, 
in  consequence  thereof,  all  the  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1809.  should 
cease  with  respect  to  Franceand  her  dependencies. 

The  same  day  the  Treasury  Department  ad- 
dressed to  the  collector  of  the  customs  a  circular, 
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which  directs  them  to  admit  into  the  ports  and  | 
waters  of  the  United  States  armed  French  vessels.  ' 
and  enjoins  it  on  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d  ot  : 
February  next,  the  law  of  the  1st  of  May,  1809.  i 
prohibiting  all  commercial  relation  to  English 
vessels,  of  every  description,  as  well  as  to  produc- 
tions of  the  soil,  industry,  or  commerce  of  Eng-  < 
land  and  her  dependencies. 

His  Majesty  having  seen  iu  these  two  pieces  i 
the  euunciatiuo  of  the  measures  which  the  Amer-  | 
icans  propose  taking  on  the  2d  of  February  next, 
to  caufce  tiieir  rights  to  be  respected,  has  ordered  ' 
me  to  inform  you  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees must  not  be  applied  to  any  American  ves- 
sels that  have   entered  our  ports  since  the  1st  ul 
November,  or  may  enter  in  luture  ;  and  that  those 
which  have  been  sequestered,  as  being  in  contra- 
vention of  these  decrees,  must  be  the  object  of  a 
special  report. 

On  the  2d  of  February  I  shall  acquaint  you 
with  the  intention  of  the  Emperor  with  regard  to 
the  definitive  measures  to  be  taken  for  distinguish- 
ing and  favoring'  the  American  navigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  salute  you. 
The  Minister  of  Finance, 

THE  DUKE  OF  GAETE. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  the  Grand  Judge, 
Minister  of  Justice,  to  the  Counsellor  of  State,  Pres- 
ident of  the  Council  of  Prizes. 

French  Kmpire. 

Paris,  Dec.  26,  1810. 
Mr.  President :  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, by  order  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  addressed  on  the  5th  of  August  last  to  the 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
a  note  coniauiing  the  following  words  : 

"lam  authorized  to  declare  to  you  that  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  .Milan  are  revoked,  and  that 
after  the  1st  of  November  they  will  cease  to  have 
effect ;  it   being  well   understood,  that   in  conse- 
quence of  this  declaration   the  English  will  re- 
voke their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  the 
new  principles  of  blockade  which  they  wished  to 
establish  ;  or  that  the  United  States,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  act  you  have  just  communicated,  will 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the  English." 
In  consequence  of  the  communication  of  this 
note,  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  issued, 
on  the  2d   of  November,  a  proclamation,  to  an- 
nounce the   revocation  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and   Milan,  and   declared    that,  in   consequence 
thereof,  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act  of 
the  1st  May  must  cease  with  respect  to  France 
and  her  dependencies.    On  the  same  day  the  Trea- 
sury Department  addressed  a  circular  to  all  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States, 
which  enjoins  them  to  admit  into  the  ports  and 
waters  of  the  United   States,  armed  French   ves- 
sels; prescribes  to  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d  of 
February   next,  to  English   vessels  of  every  de- 
scription, and  to  the  productions  arising  (rom  the 
soil  and  industry  or  the  commerce  of  England 
and   her  dependencies,  the   law  which  prohibits 
all  commercial  relations,  if  at  that  period  the  rev- 


ocation of  the  English  Orders  in  Council,  and  of 
all  the  acts  violating  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
State*,  should  not  be  announced  by  the  Treasury 
Department. 

In  consequence  of  this  engagement,  entered 
into  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected.  His  Majesty 
orders  that  all  the  causes  that  may  be  pending  in 
the  Council  of  Prizes  of  captures  of  American 
vessels  made  after  the  1st  of  November,  and  those 
that  may  in  future  be  brought  before  it,  shall  not 
be  judjed  according  lo  the  principles  of  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan,  but  that  they  shall  re- 
main suspended  ;  the  vessels  captured  or  seized 
to  remain  only  in  a  stale  of  sequestration,  and  the 
rights  of  the  proprietors  being  reserved  for  them 
uutil  the  2d  of  February  next,  the  period  at  which 
the  United  States  having  fulfilled  the  engagements 
to  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected,  the  said  cap- 
tures shall  be  declared  null  by  the  council,  and 
the  Anaerican  vessels  restored,  together  with  their 
cargoes,  to  their  proprietors. 

Receive.  Mr.  President,  the  new  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration, 

THE  DUKE  OF  MASSA 

C. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  Mr.   Russell. 

Paris,. Way  11,1812. 

I  have  concluded  to  despatch  the  Wasp  to  Eng- 
land, expressly  to  carry  to  you  the  documents 
herewith  enclosed. 

I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  learn  by  the  dec- 
laration of  the  Prince  Regent  in  Council,  of  the 
21st  of  April,  that  it  was  still  believed  by  the 
British  Government  that  the  French  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  yet  remained  in  force,  as  appli- 
cable to  the  United  States.  On  reading  that  dec- 
laration, I  therefore  addressed  to  the  Duke  of 
Bassano  a  note  bearing  date  the  1st  of  May.  of 
which  I  enclose  you  a  copy. 

This  drew  from  him  the  answer  of  which  I 
likewise  hand  you  a  copy,  with  the  three  doc- 
uments that  accompanied  it.  The  most  remark- 
able of  these  is  the  decree  of  the  2Sth  April.  1811. 
This  piece  I  had  never  before  seen  ;  it  appears 
that  it  had  not  been  published  at  the  time  of  its 
date,  and,  not  finding  it  among  the  archives  of 
this  Legation,  I  suspect  that,  by  some  omission 
or  neglect,  it  was  not  communicated  to  you  as  it 
ought°to  have  been.  The  Duke,  however,  assures  . 
me  that  it  was  so  communicated.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  I  am  convinced  it  has  nyt  been  made  kaown 
to  the  British  Government. 

I  D. 

1     Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Barlow. 

I  LoDON,  May  29,  1812. 

Your  letter  of  the  llih  of  this  month,  with  its 

I  enclosures,  was  handed  me  on  the  20th,  and  I 

,  immediately  communicated  copies  of  the  letters 
from  the  French  Minister  of  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber.  1910.  and  also  of  the  decree  of  the  28th  of 

i  April,   1811,  to   this    Government.     The  letters 

1  were  already  known;  but  the  decree,  from  th 
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imunicatt-cl  it  lo  me."  was  entirely  new. 

:,T  Bas5aDo  bas  unquestionably  full 
^e  assures  you.  but  the  date  of  the 


f^use   undoubiedly  which  you  so  justly  assign, 
fzfiely  •■  an   s^raission  or  neglect  in  not  having 
<y(|imunicatt-(I 
5rhe  Duke  of 
>^;|h  in  what  t) 

iree  is  so  very  remote,  that  it  is  not  surprising 
our  raem,ories   should    not   accord    on    the 
■lecf.  ; 

!       :      E. 

jiiract  of  a  letjer  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
;  I  \  London.  May  30, 1812. 

'\yilh  regaroito  the  Fronch  decree  of  the  28th 
ct  ^pril,  ISU;  Mr.  Barlow,  in  a  letter  to  me. 
nj^ies  the  follc^wingr  remarks  :  ••  This  piece  I  had 
lu-vtr  before  st-^en  ;  it  seems  that  it  had  not  been 
p^t*  i>hed  at  thi.'  tira«  of  its  date  ;  and  not  finding 
it.|»jnong  the  archives  of  this  Legation,  I  suspect 
.by  some  emission  or  neglect,  it  was  notcom- 
jinicaied  to  you,  a?  it  ought  to  have  been.  The 
pje  assures  rae.  however,  that  it  was  so  com- 
[liicated.  B\?  this  as  it  may.  I  am  convinced  it 
"*Qot  been  n,ade  known  to  the  British  Govern- 
ut."  I  con'^ent  myself  with  saying,  that,  until 
|iJmunicated;to  m«  by  Mr.  Barlow.  I  had  never 
4ifd  of  such^a  ihiDg.  I  persuade  myself  that 
fie  is  no  necessity  ot  my  adding  any  further  ex- 
MiJation  or  comment  on  this  strange  business. 
j'^VVilh  great  lespect.  I  am,  sir.  &c. 

;       JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Mrj  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
14  ;  London,  .)/ni/ 25.  1812. 

j^;|iR :  I  have|  the  honor  to  hand  you  herein  a 
(•>»f^  of  my  nije  of  the  20th  of  this  month,  com- 
ijAiliicating  toiLord  Castlereagh  a  decree  of  the 
g<inch  Goveinment.  dated  the  2Sth  of  April. 
,'^lil.  and  twojletiers  of  the  French  Minister,  of 
tMeJ25th  of  Ljecember,  1810.  I  also  send  you 
,jfes  of  that  Jecree  and  of  a  note  from  his  Lord- 
,ij),  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  ray  commu- 
^l::iiion,  and  tingaging  to  submit  the  documents 
^Jve  mentiojied  to  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Kuice  Regen\. 

|lhave  the  hlpnor  to  be,  with  profound  respect, 
^j your  faithful  servant. 
J]  >       JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

7'f  he  Hon  J^mes  Monroe.  &c. 


'It 
«« 


J|  1  Mr.  Husscll  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

■y||  18,  B|;ntincic  Street,  May  20.  1812. 

^Vhc  undersigned.  Charge  des  Affaires  of  the 
touted  Staiesijf  America,  has  the  honor  to  trans- 
i^'.f  to  Lord  Jastkreagh  authentic  copies  of  a 
cilcree  purport'ng  to  be  pa^^^ed  by  the  Emperor  of 
vtejFrench  on,the  28ih  day  of  April,  1811  ;  of  a 
lp|4>r  addressed  by  the  French  Minister  of  Fi- 
i«»ces  to  the  pirector  General  of  the  Customs, 
^Jahe25th  da^v  of  December.  1810;  and  of  ano- 
^,Hr  letter  of  ilje  same  date  from  the  French  Min- 
>:<;r  of  JusticH  to  the  President  of  the  Council  of 

^^s  these  acjs  explicitly  recognise  the  revoca- 
4»  of  the  Bi^rlin  and  Milan  decrees  jn  relation 


to  the  United  Slates,  and  distinctly  make  this 
revocation  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  day  of  No- 
vember. 1810.  the  undersigned  cannot  but  persuade 
himself  that  they  will,  in  the  official  and  authentic 
form  in  which  they  are  now  presented  to  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  remove  all 
doubt  with  respect  to  the  revocation  in  question, 
and,  joined  with  all  the  powerful  considerations 
of  justice  and  expediency  so  often  sugsested,  lead 
to  a  like  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council, 
and  thereby  to  a  renewal  of  that  perfect  amity 
and  unrestricted  intercourse  between  this  country 
and  the  United  States  which  the  obvious  interests 
of  both  nations  require. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
toassure  his  Lordship  of  his  highestconsideration. 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh,  <fec. 

Note. — For  the  enclosures,  see  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Barlow  and  the  Duke  of  Bassano, 
communicated  herewith. 


Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Foreign  Office.  May  23,  1812. 

Lord  Castlereagh  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Russell,  and  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  his  official  note  of  the  21st  instant, 
transmitting  copies  of  two  official  letters  of  the 
French  Minister,  dated  December  25,  1810,  and 
of  a  decree  of  the  French  Government,  bearing 
date  the2Sth  of  April,  1811. 

Lord  Castlereagh  will  immediately  lay  these 
documents  before  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  and  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Rus>ell  the  assurances  of  his  high 
consideration. 

Jonathan  Russell,  Esq.,  dec. 

G. 

Mr.  Rusaell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  May  25,  1812. 

Sir  :  The  assassination  of  Mr.  Perceval  has  led 
to  a  dissolution  of  hia  Ministry,  and  I  hope  may 
lead  to  an  abandonment  of  bis  system,  as  far  as 
we  are  concerned. 

The  vote  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart  Wort- 
It'y  on  the  21st,  for  an  address  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent to  form  a  more  efficient  Administration,  has 
driven  the  old  Ministers  to  offer  their  resignation. 
The  new  arrangements  are  intrusted  to  Lord 
Wellesley,  but  nothing  is  yet  effected. 

Mr.  Canning  appears  to  be  associated  with  his 
Lordship  in  this  business,  which  1  cannot  con- 
sider as  a  circumstance  very  auspicious  to  us. 

There  will,  undoubiedly,  be  much  difficulty  in 
forming  the  new  Cabinet.  .None  of  the  old  Minis- 
ters will  act  under  Lord  Wellesley.  he  having  so 
recently  refused  to  act  under  them.  Besides,  there 
is  considerable  difference  on  essential  points  of 
policy.  The  members  of  Opposition  have  a  re- 
pugnance to  act  under  iiny  leader  not  taken  from 
their  own  ranks,  and  they  certainly  will  not  con- 
stitute a  part  of  any  Administration  that  does  not 
adopt  their  system. 

Tne  probability  therefore  is.  that  either  Lord 
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Wellesley  and  Mr.  Canning  will  not  succeed  in 
performing  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  or  that 
they  will  perform  it  so  imperfectly  as  to  expose 
iheir  work  to  early  destruction. 

Whatever  may  be  the  ingredients  of  which  the 
new  Cabinet  may  be  compo>ed.  I  am  not  altoge- 
ther without  hope  that  the  Orders  in  Council  will 
be  modified,  if  not  removed.  The  effects  of  our 
embargo,  the  evidence  before  Parliament  of  the 
distresses  occasioned  by  those  orders,  and  the 
change  of  Ministers  itself,  aflord  both  cause  and 
color  for  this  proceeding. 

1  say  nothing  of  the  French  decree,  of  which 
I  this  day  send  you  a  copy,  as,  wiihoat  the  cir- 
cumstances just  mentioned,  it  would,  I  am  per- 
suaded, have  been  disregarded. 

I  shall  dismiss  the  Wasp  as  soon  as  the  new 
Ministry  is  formed,  or  before,  unless  that  event 
happens  in  a  few  days.  She  will  return  to  Cher- 
bourg.    With  great  respect.  I  am.  dec. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


Extractor  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  June  13,  1812. 
The  difficulty  which  has  been  encountered  in 
forming  anew  Cabinet  Las  appeared  lo  render  it 
necessary  to  support  the  old  one;  and  upon  this 
ground  the  House  of  Commons  appear  to  have 
acted  last  evening,  in  giving  lo  Ministers,  on  the 
second  motion  of  Mr.  Wortley.  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Notwithstanding  these  inauspicious  circum- 
stances, and  all  the  prejudice  of  the  men  now  in 
place  respecting  the  United  Stales,  yet  I  know 
not  how  the  Orders  in  Council  can  be  maintained 
without  the  most  serious  consequences  both  to 
this  Government  and  country.  It  is  impossible, 
in  the  face  of  the  evidence  now  before  Parliament, 
to  deny  the  vital  importance  of  our  intercourse  to 
this  nation  ;  and,  obstinate  as  the  Ministry  is.  I  do 
not  entirely  despair  that  it  will  be  forced  from 
its  system,  or  from  power.  I  have  some  slender 
hope  that  this  evidence  may,  even  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Brougham  on  Tuesday  next,  produce  some 
change,  although  it  hardly  seems  probable  that 
the  Ministers  will  allow  the  question  to  come  on 
without  the  certainty  of  a  triumph. 


with  certainty  and  precision,  there  will  be  no  re- 
laxation on  our  part. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London.  June  18.  1812. 

Sir:  I  hand  you  herein  the  Times  of  yester- 
day, containing  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  preceding  evening  relative  to  the 
Orders  in  Council.  From  this  debate,  it  appears 
that  these  measures  are  to  be  abandoned,  but  as 
yet  no  official  extinction  of  them  has  been  an- 
nounced. The  time  already  elapsed  since  the 
declaration  of  Lord  Castlereagh.  excites  a  suspi- 
cion that  either  the  promised  revocation  will  not 
take  place,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  some  other 
measure  equally  unjust  is  now  under  considera- 
tion to  replace  those  which  are  to  be  revoked. 

I  hope,  until  the  doings  here  are  ascertained 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  June  30,  1812. 

I  have  at  length  had  the  satisfaction  to  an- 
nounce to  you,  in  my  letters  of  the  26th  instant, 
the  revocation  of  the  Oriers  in  Council. 

You  will,  without  doubt,  be  somewhat  sur- 
prised that  this  revocation  is  founded  on  the 
French  decree  of  the  28ih  of  April,  1811. 

The  real  cause  of  the  revocation  is  the  meas- 
ures of  our  Government.  These  measures  have 
produced  a  degree  of  distress  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country  that  was  becoming  in- 
tolerable ;  and  an  apprehension  of  still  greater 
misery,  from  the  calamities  of  war,  drove  them  lo 
speak  a  language  which  could  not  be  misunder- 
stood or  disregarded. 

Many  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
who  had  been  the  advocates  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  particularly  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  others 
from  the  northern  counties,  were  forced  now  lo 
make  a  stand  against  them,  or  to  meet  the  indig- 
nation of  their  constituents  at  the  approaching 
election.  It  is,  therefore,  the  country,  and  not  the 
Opposition,  which  has  driven  the  Ministers  lo 
yield  on  this  occasion  ;  and  the  eloquence  of  Mr. 
Brougham  would  have  been  in  vain,  had  it  been 
destitute  of  this  support. 

What  has  now  been  done,  has  been  most  reluct- 
antly done,  and  yielded  to  coercion  instead  of 
being  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  jusiice  and  concilia- 
tion. The  Ministers  were  resolved  to  concede 
nothing  until  the  last  extremity.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh undoubtedly  went  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons, on  the  16ih  instant, determined  to  pre- 
serve the  Orders  in  Council  in  iheir  full  force; 
and,  when  he  perceived  that  he  should  be  in  the 
minority,  he  endeavore<l  to  compromise,  by  giving 
up  as  little  as  possible. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Cabinet,  in  consequence 
of  the  vague  declarations  of  his  Lordship  on  thai 
night,  to  suspend  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  to 
make  this  suspension  to  depend  upon  conditions 
to  be  previously  proposed  to  the  United  States. 
Driven  from  this  ground  by  ihe  motion  of  Mr. 
Brougham  for  the  call  of  the  House  for  Thurs- 
day, the  25ih  of  this  month,  the  Ministers  at 
length  issued  the  order  of  the  23d;  and  even  this 
order  was  carried  in  the  Cabinet  by  a  small  ma- 
jority, only  five  members  voting  againsi  it.  With 
these  facts  before  me.  I  feel  myself  constrained  to 
chasien  my  exultation  on  what  has  taken  place, 
wiih  some  fear  of  a  return  of  the  old  injustice  in 
a  new  form. 

H. 

Mr.  firaham  to  Mr.  Ruaaell. 
Department  of  State.  Aug.  9,  1812. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  left  thiscity  about  ten  days 
ago  on  a  short  visit  lo  Virginia.     Since  that  pe- 
riod, Mr.  Baker  has.  in  consequence  of  some  de- 
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Rdationa  with  FYanee. 


tches  froir.  his  GovernmeDi.  addressed  lo  Mr. 
ter,  madt  io  nie  a  communication   rcspecling 


their    ports,  and    put   an  end   to  the   restrictive 
measures  which  had  grown  out  of  the  Orders  in 


rliV  iDteutioiisof  liis  Goveroraent  in  regard  lo  the  Council, 
orders  in  Cosncil.  It  was  of  a  character,  how- I  The  despatches  authorizing  the  coramunica- 
*\^r.  so  entBrH-ly  informal  and  confidential,  that  tion  te  the  American  Gorernment.  expressly  di- 
^i.  Baker  di^d  not  feel  himselt  at  liberty  to  make  reeled  that  it  should  be  made  verbally  ;  and  Mr. 
^<n  the  form  of  a  note,  verbal,  or  pro  memoria,    Baker  did  not  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  re- 

t*even  pernut  me  to  take  a  memorandum  of  it  i  duce  it  to  writing,  even  in  the   form    of  a   note. 
_>ihe  lime  !ip  maoe  it.     As  it  authorizes  an  ex-  I  verbal  or  pro  memoria.  or  to  suffer  me  to   take  a 


■taiion  th^t  something  more  precise  and  defi- 

may  soon  be  received  bv 


iTVUiiion  in^i  someiQing 
(^^.  in  an  official  form,  n 
j|iji  Governnient,  it  is  tl 


'^^  Uovernmeni,  it  is  the  less  necessary  that  I 
.^•uld  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the 
Hi.fsideiit  in  relation  to  it.  more  particularly  as 
V*iJ  Secretary  of  Stale  is  daily  expected,  and  will 
p«able  to  do  it  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner. 
;■  J  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  papers  for  info^ma- 
iija  as  to  ih<f  maritime  and  ifiilitary  movements 
(f^tident  lo  the  wai,  and  will  add,  that  the  Presi- 
(i^i  is  anxii*us  to  know,  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
j(^lt  of  th«  prop<^sals    you  were  authorized  to 
tHi^e  to  the  pritisti  Government  respecting  an  ; 
i^inistice.     He  considers  them  so  fair  and  reason-  '' 
»Ji^e,  that  he  cannot  but  hope  thai  they  will  be  ' 
A,'c^eded  to.  and  thus  be  the  means  of  hastening  | 
^1  honorable  nnd  permanent  peace. 
;  ■'  i  I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

'■\i  JOHN  GRAHAM. 

Jonathan  Rc33ell.  Esq.,  dec. 
V* 


memuraiidum  of  his  communication  at  the  time' 
he  made  it.  [  understood  from  him  that  the  de- 
spatches had  been  opened  by  Mr.  Foster  at  Hali- 
fax, who,  in  consequence  of  a  conversation  he 
had  had  with  Vice  Admiral  Sawyer  and  Sir  John 
Sherbrooke.  had  authorized  Mr.  Baker  to  say  that 
these  gentlemen  would  agree,  as  a  measure  lead- 
ing to  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  that  all  captures 
made  after  a  day  to  be  fixed  should  not  be  pro- 
ceeded against  immediately,  but  be  detained  lo 
await  the  future  decision  of  the  two  Governments. 
Mr.  Foster  had  not  seen  Sir  George  Prevosi,  but 
had  written  to  him  by  express,  and  did  not  doubt 
but  that  he  would  agree  lo  an  arrangement  for 
the  tem|)orary  suspension  of  hosiiliites.  Mr.  Ba- 
ker also  slated,  that  he  had  received  an  authority 
from  Mr.  Foster  to  act  as  Charge  d'Affaires,  pro- 
vided the  American  Government  would  receive 
,  ,  ,^....,,   v>i..^>.A.>....        him  in  thai  character,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 

<i^ONATHAN  Rc33ELL.  Esq.,  dcc.  him   officially   to   communicate   the  declaration 

which  was  to  be  expected  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment ;  his  functions  to  be  understood,  of  course, 
as  ceasing  on  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  I  replied 
that,  although  to  so  general  and  informal  a  com- 
munication no  answer  mi^ht  be  necessary,  and 
certainly  no  particular  answer  expected,  yet  I  was 
authorized  to  say,  that  the  communication  is  re- 
ceived with  sincere  satisfaction,  as  it  is  hoped  that 
the  spirit  in  which  it  was  authorized  by  his  Gov- 
ernment may  lead  to  such  further  communica- 
tions as  will  open  the  way,  not  only  for  an  early 
tn  from  Mr.  Foster  and  the  British  authorities  and  satisfactory  termination  of  existing  hostilities, 
Halifax  was  to  be   understood  as  connected    but  to  that  entire  adjustment  of  all  the  difference^ 

which  produced  them,  and  to  that  permanent 
peace  and  solid  friendship  which  ought  to  be  mu- 
tually desired  by  both  countries,  and  which  is 
sincerely  desired  by  this. 

With  this  desire,  an  authority  was  given   to 
_  Mr.  Russell  on  the  subject  of  an  armistice,  as  in- 

t'jMr.  Baker -verbally  communicated  to  me,  for  j  troductory  lo  a  final  pacification,  as  has  been 
t^  information  of  the  President,  ihat  he  had  re-  i  made  known  to  Mr.  Foster ;  and  the  same  desire 
>C;4ived  despatches  from  his  Government,  address-  will  be  felt  on  the  receipt  of  ihe  further  and  more 
..«|  to  Mr.  FoJter,  (dated,  I  believe,  about  the  17th  '  particular  communications  which  are  shortly  to 
*.  J| ne,)  from  \f'hich  he  was  authorized  to  say,  that    be  expected. 


y[T.  Cirabaiu  to  Mr.  Ruasell. 
Depajrt.ment  of  State,  Aug.  10,  1312. 


3:£ir:  Thinking  that  it  may  possibly  be  useful 
t^you,  I  do  tjiyself  the  honor  lo  enclose  a  mera- 
f^ndum  of  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Baker 
myself,.alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  this  date, 
rom  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Baker,  since  this 
|h\^moranduir.  was  made,  I  find  that  I  was  correct 
t'^ representing  to  the  President  that  the  intima- 
"  fn  from  Mr.  Foster  and  the  British  authorities 
Halifax  was  to  be  understood  as  connected 
'^vlih  a  suspension  of  hostilities  on  the  frontiers  of 
Canada.  1  have  the  honor,  dec. 
r'.i  ■■.  I  JOHN  GRAHAM. 

•.    vJonathan  Russell,  Esq.,  dec. 

[Memor«n>lum  referred  to  in  the  above  letter.] 


i^  official  declaration  would  be  sent  to  this  coun 
jt^;  that  the;  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as  they 
*|riected  the  United  States,  would  be  repealed  on 
U»e  1st  of  August,  lo  be  revived  on  the  1st  May, 
'  lll3,  unless  tne  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 

nfent,  and  tbo  result  of  the  communications  wiih 


With  respect  lo  the  joint  intimation  from  Mr. 
Foster  and  the  British  authorities  at  Halifax,  on 
the  subject  of  suspending  judicial  proceedings  tn 
the  case  of  maritime  captures,  to  be  accompanied 
by  a  suspension  of  military  operations,  the  au- 
thority given  to  Mr.  Russell,  just  alluded  to,  and 


^tie  Americaij  Government,  should  be  such  as,  in  |  of  which  Mr.  P'osler  was  the  bearer,  is  full   proof 

-tfe  opinion  uf  His  Majesty,  to  render  their   re- !  of  the  solicitude  of  the  Government  of  the  United 

Ival  unnecessary.     Mr.  Baker  moreover  slated,  |  Slates  to  bring  about  a  general  suspension  of  hos- 

f\^n  the  ordfrs  would   be   revived,  provided  the  ;  tilities  on  admissible  terms,  with  as  little  delay  a.> 

American  Government  did  not,  within  fourteen    possible.    It  was  not  to  be  doubled,  therefore,  that 

jt'f  ys  after  ihfv  received  the  official  declaration  of 

^l|eir  repeal,;  admit  British   armed    vessels    into 
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any  other  practicable 
similar    result    would 


expedient   for  attaining  a 
readily    be   concurred    in. 


I 


Relations  wUh  Prance. 


Upon  the  must  favorable  consideration,  however, 
which  could  be  given  to  the  expedient  suggested  | 
through  hini.  it  did  not  appear  lo  be  reducible  to  ' 
any  practical  sha)>e  to  which  the  Executive  would 
be  authorized   to  give  it  the  neces.sary  sanction.  , 
Nor,  indeed,  is  it  probable,  if  it  was  less  liable  lo 
insuperable  difficulties,  that  it  could  have  any  ma- 
terial effect  previous  to  the  result  of  the  pacific 
advance  made  by  this  Government,  and  which 
must,  if  favorably  received,  become  operative  as  ! 
bOon  as  any  other  arrangement  that  could  now  be 
made.     It  was  stated  to  Mr.  Baker,  that  the  Pres- 
ident did  not,  under  existing  circumstances,  con- 
sider Mr.  Foster  as  vested  with  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing a  Charge  d'Affaires;  but  that  no  diffi- 
culty, in  point  of  form,  would  be  made,  as  any 
authentic  communication  through    him,  or  any 
other  channel,  would  be  received  wiih  attention 
and  resp>ect. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Barlow. 
Department  of  State,  June  16,  1812. 

Sib:  An  act  declaring  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain will  probablv  pass  bolh  Houses  on  this  day  or 
to-morrow.  Il  has  already  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and,  from  what  is  known  of  the 
dis|>osition  of  the  Senate,  its  assent  is  expected 
without  delay. 

This  result  has  grown  out  of  the  continued  ag- 
gressions of  that  Power  on  our  commerce.    Prop- 
ositions were   made  in  boih  Houses  of  Congress 
to  comprise  France  in  the  same  declaration;  and 
in  the  Senate  the  vole  was  fifteen   for.  to  seven- 
teen against  it.    In  the  other  House  the  majority 
against  it  was  proportionably  greater.     Its  defeat 
in   both    Houses   has   been,  doubtless,   in  a  great 
measure,  owing  lo  a  passage  in    your  last  letter, 
which  intimated  the  intention  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to  make  some  proposition  in  favor  of  in- 
demnities, to  be  comprised  in  tlie  treaty  you  were 
negotiating,  whereby  an  expectation  was  excited 
that  that  interest  would  be  provided  for,  and  satis- 
faction given  on  the  other  grounds  of  complaint 
against  France.     The  sentiment  in  both  Houses, 
as  it  is  with  the  nation  generally,  produced  by  no 
many  acts  of  injustice,  lor  which  reparation  has 
not  been  made,  is  strong  against  France.     The 
arrival  of  the  Wasp,  which  you  promised  lo  des- 
patch in   two  or  three   weeks  from  the  date  of 
your  last  letter,  with  the  result  of  your  labors,  and 
which  may  be  now  daily  expected,  was  another 
motive  for  delaying  ulterior  measures  wiih  respect 
to  her.     In  advising  the  war  against  England,  as 
was  distinctly  implied  by  the  late  Message  which 
brought    that   subject    under    consideration,    the 
President  staled  lo  Congress  his  strong  dissatis- 
faction with  the  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment on  every  former  ground  of  complaint,  and 
to  which  others  of  a  more  recent  date  have  been 
added,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  repeal  of 
the  decrees.     He  promised  also  lo  bring  our  af- 
fairs with  that  Power   fully  before  Congress  as 
soon  as  he  should   receive  the   communications 
which  you  had  promised  to  forward  by  the  Wasp. 
I  communicate  these  facts,  which  are  of  a  char- 
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acter  too  marked  to  require  any  comment,  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  turn  ihem  to  the  best  ac- 
count in  promoting  an  amicable  accommodation 
with  the  French  Government  of  every  wrong  re- 
ceived from  it.  which  is  sincerely  desired. 

You  were  informed,  by  my  letter  of  the  6th  of 
May.  of  such  outrages  committed  by  a  squadron 
which  was  reported  lo  have  sailed  from  Nantes 
in  January  last,  as  were,  at  that  time,  known 
here.  It  appears  that  several  vessels  sailing  from 
American  ports  to  Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  laden  with 
the  productions  of  the  United  States,  were  seized 
and  burnt  at  sea.  The  crews  of  these  vessels 
were  taken  on  board  one  of  the  French  vesseU, 
and  afterwards  transferred  to  another  of  our  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  same  trade,  which  was  also 
seized,  in  which  they  made  their  way  home. 
These  men  forwarded  here  toe  evidence  of  these 
acts,  copies  of  which  have  already  been  trans- 
milted  to  you.  I  forward  to  you.  by  this  convey- 
ance, the  evidence  of  other  aggressions,  which 
will  claim,  in  like  manner,  your  particular  atten- 
tion. Most  of  these  documents  have  been  laid  be- 
fore Congre.ss,  and  referred  by  it  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

You  will  analyze  all  these  cases  of  recent  spo- 
liations, and  place  them  in  the  class  of  aggressions 
to  which  they  severally  belong  on  principle.  lo 
demanding  ol  Great  Briuin  the  repeal  of  her  Or- 
ders in  Council,  on  the  ground  of  the  repeal  of 
the  French  decrees,  this  Government  has,  from  a 
regard  to  justice,  given  to  France  all  the  credit 
lo  which  she  had  any  claim,  believing  that  the 
notification  alone  of  the  French  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  Slates  at  Paris  of  their  repeal,  was  suffi-^ 
cienl  lo  justify  the  demand  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain,  on  her  own 
principles.  But  it  was  never  the  intention  of  this 
Government  to  concede  to  France  anything  on 
that  subject,  to  which  she  was  not  fairly  entitled. 
Oa  the  contrary,  it  has  been  its  intention,  as  is 
sufficiently  evident  by  your  first  instructions,  to 
exact  from  her  a  most  strict  and  rigorous  compli- 
ance with  her  pledge  in  regard  lo  the  repeal.  If 
any  act  in  violation  of  thai  pledge  has  been  com- 
muted, you  will  not  fail  to  point  it  out  in  the 
most  distinct  manner  to  the  French  Government, 
and  to  communicate  to  this  Department,  without 
delay,  any  answer  which  you  may  receive  from 
it.  I  have  to  add.  admitting  that  the  repeal  of 
ihe  decrees  is  observed  with  perfect  good  faith, 
that  if  the  French  Government  has  given  other 
orders,  or  permits  acts  of  another  character,  which 
violate  our  rights,  the  wrong  will  not  be  less  sen- 
sibly felt  or  less  resented  by  this  Government. 

Your  despatches  by  the  Ho^et  were  received 
on  the  22d  May.  They  are  the  lasi  which  have 
come  to  hand.     I  have,  dtc,        J.  MONROE. 

Joel  Barlow,  Esq.,  &c. 


.Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Barlow. 
Department  of  State.  July  14,  1812. 
Sib:    Your  letters  by  the  Wasp  were  received 
OQ  the  I3ih  iasiaot.    I  make  this  ackaowledg- 
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laieat,  in  the  <hupe  that  it  may  reach  Mr.  Morton 
(flt  Baltiraori','  and  be  conveyed  with  the  leiteri 
'&fd  documet^ls  with  which  he  is  already  charged 


Lord  Cactlereagh  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Foreign  Office.  November  4.  1813. 
.  _  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  for 

J^r  you.  I  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  United 

J  |The  Presi<$ent  has  seen,  with  great  surprise  and  ;  States,  copy  of  a  note  which  His  Britannic  Ma- 
pyncern.  thai  the   Government^  of  France  had  ^  jesiy's  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg 

"  was  directed  to  present  to  the  Russian  Govern- 


\ 


iivade  no  acrnmmonation  lo  the  United  States  on 
»a^y  of  the  nnporlant  and  just  grounds  of  com- 
•piaint  to  whi^h  you  had  called  its  attention,  ac- 
|c*»rding  to  yi^jr  instructions,  given  at  tlie  time  of 
fy/)ur  departure,  and  repealed  in  several  commu- 
lofcations  sin<*e.  It  appears  that  the  same  oppres- 
tj^e  restraints  on  our  commerce  were  still  in 
't'lvf  ce ;  that  tlie  system  of  license  was  persevered 
ta;  that  indeinnity  had  net  been  made  for  spoli 


ment.  as  soon  as  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince 
Regent,  was  informed  that  Plenipotentiaries  had 
been  nominated  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  for 
peace  wiih  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediation  of 
His  Imperial  Majesty. 

His  Lordship  having,  by  the  last  courier  from 
the  imperial   head(juarters,  acquainted   me  that 


^iions,  nor  aiiy  pledge  given  to  inspire  confidence  '  the  American  Commissioners  now  at  St.  Peiers- 
j^bat  any -woulld  be  made.  More  recent  wrongs.  '  burg  have  rmimaled,  in  reply  to  this  overture, 
oj  the  contr.Jry.  and  of  a  very  outrageous  char-  that  they  had  no  objection  to  a  negotiation  at 
^tter.  have  b/en   added   to  those  with  which  you     London,  and  were  equally  desirous,  as  the  British 


t«^ere  acquaiijted  when  you  left  the  United  Slates. 
pBy  documenjs  forwarded  to  you   in  my  letter  of 


Government  had  declared  itself  lo  be,  that  this 
business  should  not  be  mixed  with  the  aflairs  of 


-i^st  March,  tou   were   informed  of  the  waste  of    ihe  continent  of  Europe,  but  that  their  powers 


i'D J r  comment,  raaJe  by  a  squadron  from  Nantes  |  were  limited  lo  negotiate  under  the  mediation  of 
ii|>  January  Inst,  which  burnt  many  of  our  vessels  ' 
^t'ading  to   t^e  Peninsula.     For  these  you  were 


Saiso  instructt-d  to  demand  redress. 
ft  It  is  hoped;  that  the  Government  of  France,  re- 
garding wii(|  a  prudent  foresight  the  probable 
^>urse  of  evi'nts.  will  have  some  sensibility  to  ils 
4telerest,  if  it-has  none  to  the  claims  of  justice,  on 


f(»e  part  of  tins  country. 
^  ;  On  the  Frifnch  decree  of  the  SStli  of 
:il'  shall  forbear  to  make  many  observations  which 
■'tjave  already  occurred,  until  all  the  circumstance^ 
::(^nnccted    v^iih   it  are   better   understood.     The 
.*?1»resident  approves  your  effort  to  obtain  a  ccpy  of 
-^^tjhat  decree,  ns  he  does  the  communication  of  it 
'li^Uerwards  tn  Mr.  Russell. 
'-*»  -I  have  the  honor,  dec, 


Russia: 

Under  these  circumstance.*,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  an  unnecessary  continuance  of  the  calami- 
lies  of  war,  the  Prince  Regent  commands  me  to 
transmit,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  lo  ihe  American  port 
nearest  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  the  oflicial 
note  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  the  President, 
if  he  should  feel  disposed  to  enter  upon  a  direct 


1! 


JAMES  MONROE. 


Joel  Bahuow,  Esq.,  Jcc 


1    GRE.\T  BRIT.\LN. 


C't  [Communicated  to  Congres^  January  7,  1814.] 
fa  the  Sfnate  and  Home  of 
\  Repreftntativea  of  the  United  Stales  .■ 

,  I  transmit  for  the  information  of  Congress 
£cbpies  of  a  letter  from  the  British  Secretary  of 
^^tate  for   Fi  .-  •      ...      ^ 


tale 


April,  1811,  j  negotiation  for  the  restoration  of  peace  between 
the  two  States,  may  give  his  directions  accord- 
ingly. 

In  making  this  communication,  I  can  assure 
you  that  the  British  Government  is  willing  to 
enter  into  di-cu^sion  with  the  Government  of 
America  for  the  conciliatory  adjustment  of  the 
differences  subsisting  between  the  two  States, 
with  an  earnest  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  them 
to  a  favorable  issue,  upon  principles  of  perfect 
reciprocity,  not  inconsistent  with  ihe  eslabli.^hed 
maxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the  maritime 
rights  of  the  British  empire. 

The  Admiral  commanding  the  British  squadron 
on  the  American  station  will  be  directed  to  give 
the  necessary  protection  lo  any  persons  proceed- 
ing to  Europe,  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  furtherance  of  this  overture; 
or.  should  the  American  Government  have  occa- 
sion to  forward  orders  to  their  Commissioners  at 
St.  Petersburg,  to  give  the  requisite  facilities,  by 

smission  of  the 


for   Foreign   Aff'airs   to  the    Secretary   of    cartel   or  otherwise,  lo  the  Iran 
.  with  iMe  answer  of  the  latter.  i  samp 


1^  t  In  apprecijilina  the  accepted  proposal  of  the  I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  wiih  th-  hi<»he>t  con- 
-.(|overnment:of  Great  Britain  for  instituting  ne-  sideraiion,  sir.  your  raosi  obedient  humble  servant 
^tlfotialions  fof   p§ace.    Congress   will   not  fail   to  CASTLEREAGH     * 

■^ttecp  in  mindiihat  vigorous  preparations  for  carry-  |      The  Amehican  Secretary  of  State   &c  ' 
V'fff  °°  '"^  *!»'■  ^3"  'n  no  respect  impede  the  pro-  i 
»gjress  lo  a  f<i\".orable  result;  whilst  a  relaxation  of 
^><ich  prepara:ion>,  should  the  wi>iies  of  the  United 
■^!4»ates  for  a  upeedy  restoration  of  the  blessings  of 
■.''.aeace  be  disappointed,   would   necessarily  have 
tt|ie  most  iujijrious  consequences. 
f  I  *  JAMES  MADISON. 


.i  t  JAUOAtrd  1814. 


Lord  Cathciirt  to  the  Count  De  Nesselrode. 

ToPLiTZ,  September  1,  1813. 
The  undersigned.  Ambassador  of  His  Bniannic 
Majesty  to  the   Emperor  of  all  the  Ru<sias,  de- 
siring to  avail  himself  of  the  first  occasion  to  re- 
new the  subject  respecting  America,  which  was 
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brought  into  discussion  in  a  conference  at  the 
moment  of  his  departure  from  Reichenbach,  has 
the  honor  to  address  this  note  to  his  Excellency 
the  Count  de  Nesselrode. 

Althougii  the  Prince  Rt.'geni,  for  reasons  which 
have  been  already  made  known,  has  not  found 
himself  ill  a  siiu-iiioii  lo  accept  ihc  mediation  of 
His  Imperial  Majesty,  for  terminating  the  dis- 
sensions with  the  United  States  of  America.  His 
Royal  Highness  dt'sire.s.  nevertheless,  to  give 
effect  U>  the  beneficent  wishes  which  His  Imperial 
Maje^ly  has  expressed  of  seeing  ihe  war  btiweeu 
Great  Britain  and  America  soon  terininaled,  to 
the  mutual  satisfaction  of  the  two  Governments. 

With  this  view.  His  Royal  Highness,  having 
learned  that  the  Envoys  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  for  negotiating  a  peac^'  with  Great 
Brilain.  under  the  ruediation  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty,  have  arrived  in  Russia,  notwithstanding 
that  he  tinds  himself  under  thf  necessity  of  not 
accepting  the  interposition  of  any  friendly  Power 
IQ  the  question  which  forms  the  principal  object 
in  dispute  between  the  two  States,  he  is  never- 
theless ready  to  nominate  Plenipotentiaries  to 
treat  directly  with  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

His  Royal  Highness  sincerely  wishes  that  the 
conferences  of  these  Plenipotentiaries  may  result 
in  re-establishing  between  the  two  nations  the 
blessing  and  the  reciprocal  advantages  of  peace. 

If,  through  the  good  offices  of  "His  Imperial 
Majesty,  this  propoMiicn  should  be  accepted,  the 
Princ*'  Regent  would  prel%r  that  the  conferences 
should  bo  held  at  London,  on  account  of  the 
facilities  which  it  would  give  to  the  discussions. 

But  if  this  choice  should  meet  with  insupera- 
ble obstacles.  His  Royal  Highness  would  consent 
to  substitute  Gotlenburg,  as  the  place  nearest  to 
England.     The  undersigned.  &,c. 

CATHCART. 


Secretary  of  State  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

Depaht.me.nt  of  State, 

January  5,  1814. 

My  Lord:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  by 
a  flag  of  truce,  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  4th 
of  November  last,  and  a  copy  of  a  note  which 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  the  Court 
of  St.  Petersburg  presented  to  the  Russian  Gov- 
ernment on  the  Ist  of  September  preceding. 

By  this  communication  it  appears  that  his 
Royal  Highness,  ihe  Prince  Regent,  rejected  the 
mediation  ofTered  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  to 
promote  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  but  proposed  to  treat  directly  with 
the  United  Stales  at  Gotlenburg.  or  London,  and 
ihal  he  bad  requested  the  interposition  of  the  good 
offices  of  the  Emperor  iu  favor  -.f  such  an  ar- 
rangement. 

Having  laid  your  Lordship's  communication 
before  the  President.  I  am  insiructvd  to  slate,  for 
the  information  of  His  RoyalHighncss  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  the  President  has  seen  with  regret 
the  new  obstacle  lo  the  commencement  of  a  ne- 
gotiation  for  the  accommodation  of  differences 


between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
As  the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  distinguished  for 
his  rectitude  and  impartiality,  and  was  moreover 
engaged  in  a  war  as  an  ally  of  England,  whereby 
it  was  his  interest  lo  promote  peace  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  the  President 
could  not  doubt  that  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent  would  accept  the  mediation  which 
His  Imperial  Majesty  had  ofTered  to  them.  It 
was  theconfidence  with  which  the  high  character 
of  the  Emperor  inspired  the  President  that  in- 
clined him,  disregarding  considerations  which  a 
more  cautious  policy  might  have  suggested,  to 
accept  the  overture  with  promptitude,  and  lo  tend 
Ministers  to  St.  Petersburg  to  lake  advantge  of 
it.  Ii  would  have  been  very  saii>fdcti»ry  lo  the 
President  if  His  Royal  Highness  ihe  Prince  Re- 
gent had  found  it  compatible  with  the  views  of 
Great  Britain  to  adopt  h  similar  measure,  as  much 
delay  might  have  been  avoided  in  accomplishing 
an  object  which  ii  is  admitted  is  of  high  import- 
ance to  both  nations. 

The  course  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  nego- 
tiations at  St.  Petersburg,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  could  not,  I  must  remark 
lo  your  Lordship,  have  been  required  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  United  States  unconnected, 
against  Great  Britain,  with  any  afl"airs  of  the 
Continent.  There  was  nothing  in  the  proposed 
mediation  tending  to  such  a  result.  The  terms 
of  the  overture  indicated  the  contrary.  In  ofl'er- 
ing  to  bring  the  parties  together,  not  as  an  umpire, 
but  as  a  common  friend,  to  discuss  and  settle  their 
diff't-rences  and  respective  claims,  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  themselves.  His  Imperial  Majesty 
showed  the  interest  which  he  louk  in  the  welfare 
of  both  parlies. 

Wherever  the  United  States  may  treat,  they 
will  treat  with  the  sincere  desire  they  have  re- 
peatedly manifested  of  terminating  the  present 
contest  with  Great  Britain,  on  conditions  of  recip- 
rocity consistent  with  the  rights  of  both  parties 
as  sovereign  and  independent  nations,  and  calcu- 
lated nol  only  lo  establish  present  harmony,  but 
to  provide,  as  far  as  possible,  against  future  col- 
lisions which  might  interrupt  ii. 

Before  giving  an  answer  to  the  proposition  com- 
municated by  your  Lordship  to  treat  wiih  the 
United  States  independently  of  the  Russian  me- 
diation, it  would  have  been  agreeable  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  heard  from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  Stales  sent  to  St.  Petersburg.  The 
off'er  of  a  mediation  by  one  Power,  and  the  accept- 
ance of  it  by  another,  form  a  relation  between 
them,  the  delicacy  of  which  cannot  but  be  felt. 
From  the  known  character,  however,  of  the  Em- 
peror, and  liie  benevolent  views  with  which  his 
mediation  was  offered,  the  President  cannot  doubt 
that  he  will  see  with  satisfaction  a  concurrence 
of  the  United  Slates  in  an  alternative,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  affords  the  best 
prospect  (^  attaining  speedily  what  was  ihe  ob- 
ject of  his  interposition.  I  am  accordingly  in- 
structed to  niak.' known  lo  your  Lordship,  for  the 
information  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  the  President  accedes  lo  his  propo«i- 
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i^«j,  and  win  Make  the  measures  depending  on 
blii  for  carrying  it  into  effect  at  Gottenburg,  with 
jt  little  delay  ^  possible  ;  it  being  presumed  that 
JF*  Majesty  t!je  King  of  Sweden,  as  the  friend 
»;|5olh  parlies,  VvilUeadily  acquiesce  in  the  choice 
1^  place  for  theifpacific  negotiations,  withia  his 
ijjimions. 

rfhe  Preside.jl  is  duly  sensible  of  the  attention 
,|lis  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  in  giv- 
'Ithe  orders  ^0  the  Admiral  commanding  the 
i|ish  squadrc^i  on  this  coast,  which  your  Lord- 
^p  has  comtn|]nicated. 
^have  the  h(|nor  lo  be.  dec. 

;        JAMES  MONROE. 


J 


following  overture  to  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

The  peace  of  Russia  with  England  seemed  to 
present  this  immense  advantage  to  the  commerce 
of  nearly  all  seafaring  people,  that  it  freed  their 
relations  from  that  constraint,  from  that  continual 
vexation,  to  which  it  had  been  subjected  for  many 
years  without  intermission.  The  Emperor  viewed 
with  pleasure  a  result  su  conformable  to  all  bis 
wishes,  and  which  appeared  as  not  being  at  all 
doubtful.  It  became  so,  however,  by  the  war  be- 
tween England  and  America. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  to  express  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  the  regret  with 
which  His  imperial  Majesty  foresees  the  great 
shackles  which  this  new  episode  is  about  to  op- 
pose to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  nations. 
The  love  of  humanity,  and  what  lie  owes  lo  his 
subjects,  whose  commerce  has  already  sufficiently 
suffered,  command  him  to  do  everything  in  his 
power  to  remove  the  evils  which  this  war  is  pre- 
paring even  for  those  nations  who  will  not  take 
part  in  it. 

His  Majesty,  who  takes  pleasure  in  doing  jus- 
tice to  the  wisdom  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  is  convinced  that  it  has 
done  all  that  it  could  to  prevent  this  rupture,  but 
that  treating  of  it  directly  would  take  away  from 
the  negotiation  all  semblance  ut  impartiality.  In 
a  direct  discussion,  everything  would  tend  to  ex- 


'0-  ME1JL\TI0N  OF    RUSSIA. 

,i(^ommunicalell  lo  the  House,  January  18,  1814.] 

'*M  ]^  ^oute  of  iiepre$entativts 

jv  2  5  "/  <^  United  StatcM  : 

'.a*  transmit  t(^  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
lij^rt  of  the  Si^cretary  of  State,  complying  with 
\$^iT  resolution,of  the  13th  instant. 
^}  '  JAMES  MADISON. 

^ijl-Nl-'ART,  IB,  1814. 

!^0       Deparjment  OF  State,  Jan.  18,  1814. 

_^ihe  Secretaiy  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  ^ite  the  prejudices  and  the  asperity  of  the  parties, 
lij^resolution  (jf  the  House  of  Representatives  of  fo  obviate  this  inconvenience,  His  Majesty  the 
tt.t*l3ih  install,  requesting  the  President  to  lay  Emperor,  gratified  at  Seing  able  to  give  a  proof 
}^*>Te  the  Hou^e  such  documents  relative  lo  the  |  of  ^is  friendship  alike  for  His  Majesty  the  King 
!Bl«4.sian  mediation  as.  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
5*  ^improper  t<i  communicate,  has  the  honor  to  wished  to  offer  to  them  his  mediation,  and  charged 
Iji^ismit  to  th<^  President  for  the  information  of  ,he  undersigned  to  propose  it  to  the  President  of 
l^tsHouse,  the  following  letters  in  relation  to  that     (he  United  States. 

The  undersigned,  having  the  honor  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  sentiments 
and  the  wishes  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  he  begs 
him  to  make  them  known  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates.  The  Emperor  would  feel  great 
satisfaction  if  a  like  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  should  have  the 
effect  of  stopping  the  progress  of  this  new  war, 
and  of  extinguishing  it  in  its  origin.  From  the 
satisfactory  assurances  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  constantly  given  to  the  under- 
signed of  the  sentiments  ol  regard  and  friendship 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  of  His  Ex- 
cellency fur  Russia,  and  particularly  for  the  au- 
gust person  of  His  Majesty,  he  cannot  but  flatter 
himself  that  he  will  receive  an  answer  which  shall 
correspond  with  the  generous  wishes  of  the  Em- 
peror his  master. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  express- 
ing on  this  occasion  to  the  Secretary  of  State  bis 
individual  wishes  for  whatever  may  have  a  ten- 
dency to  re-establish  active  relations  between 
Russia  and  the  United  States,  and  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  the  public. 

He  seizes  with  eagerness  ihis  occasion  lo  re- 
new to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  the  assurance  of 
his  highest  consideration  and  respect. 

ANDRE  DE  DASCHKOFF. 


rfl^ect,  viz: 

-'/i  letter  in  French  (with  the  translation)  from 
>^.t)aschkoff,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  ' 
Bl^tnipoteniiarv  of  His  Majesty  the    Emperor  of  i 
}^<V*sia,to  ilie  ^iecreHary  of  State,  of  the  8lh  March, 
£)i3,  with   tiiif  answer  of  ihe  Secretary  of  State 
&  jhe  lllh  of  March.  | 

f  ^Ln  extract '.of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
5»l*te  to  Mr.  Ajams.  Minister  of  the  United  Sialcs 
A^t.  PetersbJirg,  of  the  1st  of  July  1S12.  and 
■  |i^  letters  aoci  extracts  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the 
fi-retary  of  SJtale,  bearing  date  respectively  on 
30th  September.  I7th  October,  and  11th  De- 
;'^ber,  1812.  ^nd  on  the  2t5ih  June,  1813.  , 

[i^il  which  IV  respectfully  submitted.  | 

x  JAMES  MONROE. 


^ride  Duchkc^,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Vtjlenipotentiai'iy  of   His  Imperial   Majesty  the    Etn- 
•'<i|j)ror  of  all  t^e   Kusoias,  to  t 
V'S'  the  United  Slate*. 


the  Secretary  of  State 

Washivqton,  Feb.  24.  (March  8  )  1913. 

^fThe   undersigned.   Envoy    Extraordinary   and 
rS  — 


^^ister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the 
•iJ-ior  of  all  the  Russias.  has  the  honor  to  t 


Ein- 
^ ,».  V,.  ...  v,^  ..w.-.-.o.-.  .,u.  ...^  ..»..,..  .»  make 
V^wn  to  ihf  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
i  wtes  of  Anjeric;j,  tiiat  he  has  just  received 
4y|ers  from  th-.'  Emperor  his  master,  to  make  the 


i^ 
•"^J 

:.i$ 
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The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Daachkoff. 
Depart.ment  of  State,  March  11.  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note 
of  the  8lh  instant,  making  known  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  the  disposition  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  promote  peace, 
by  bis  friendly  mediation  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  assure  you, 
that  he  sees  in  this  overture,  on  the  part  of  your 
Sovereign,  strong  proofs  of  that  humane  and  en- 
lightened policy  which  have  characterized  his 
reign.  It  was  impossible  that  a  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  shoild  not  ma- 
terially affect  the  commerce  of  Russia,  and  it  was 
worthy  the  high  character  of  a  Prince,  dislin- 
guibhed  by  his  allachment  to  the  interests  of  his 
people,  to  interpose  his  good  offices  for  the  resto- 
ration of  peace.  The  President  sees,  at  the  same 
time,  in  this  overture,  and  in  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  a  strong  proof  of  the  friendly  inter- 
est which  His  Imperial  Majesty  takes  in  ihe  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States.  The  United  States, 
conscious  that  they  were  not  the  aggressors  in 
this  contest ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  borne 
great  wrongs  for  a  series  of  years  before  they  ap- 
pealed to  arms  in  defence  of  their  rights,  are 
willing  and  ready  to  lay  them  down  as  soon  as 
Great   Britain  ceases  lo  violate  those  rights. 

The  President  is  aware  that  many  of  the  incon- 
veniences resulting  from  a  direct  communication 
between  the  parties  themselves  may  be  avoided 
by  the  mediation  of  a  third  Power,  especially  one 
entitled  to  and  possessing  the  entire  confidence 
of  both  the  belligerents.  To  the  claim  of  Russia 
to  that  distinguished  consideration  the  President 
does  not  hesitate  to  express,  on  the  pari  of  the 
United  States,  his  full  acknowledgment.  He  re- 
collects with  much  satisfaction  that,  during  a 
period  of  great  and  general  contention,  the  rela- 
tions of  friendship  have  always  subsisted  between 
the  United  States  and  Russia;  and  he  finds  in 
the  personal  qualities  and  high  character  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander  a  sacred  pledge  for  the  jus- 
lice  and  impartiality  which  may  be  expected  from 
his  interposition. 

Influenced  by  these  sentimenls.  the  President 
instructs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  willingly  ac- 
cepts the  mediation  of  your  Sovereign  to  promote 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain. I  am  instructed  also  to  slate,  that  such  ar- 
rangements will  be  made,  without  delay,  as  will 
afford  to  His  Imperial  Maje>ty  ihe  opportunity 
he  has  invited,  to  interpose  his  good  offices  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  important  an  event.  Of 
these  arrangements  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  ad- 
vise you  in  an  early  communication. 

I  have.  &c.  JAMES  MONROE. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  John 
(juincy  .\dam8,  Esq.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  St.  Petersburg. 

Department  of  State,  July  1,  1812. 
Sir:  On  the  ISih  ultimo  a  declaration  of  war 

against  Great  Britain  passed  Congress  ;  of  which, 


of  the  President's  Message,  and  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  leading  lo  it,  I  have  the  honot 
to  transmit  to  you  copies. 

You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  causes 
which  produced  this  result  to  require  any  expla- 
nation of  them.  As  it  appeared  that  Great  Brit- 
ain would  not  revoke  her  Orders  in  Council  oq 
the  just  grounds  on  which  it  was  claimed,  but 
enlarged  the  conditions  on  which  she  professed 
her  willingness  lo  revoke  them,  there  remained 
no  honorable  course  for  the  United  Stales  lo  pur- 
sue short  of  war.  On  full  consideration  of  all 
circumstances  this  measure  was  adopted,  and  the 
Government  is  resolved  to  pursue  it  till  Us  objects 
are  accomplished  with  the  utmost  decision  and 
activity  in  its  Power. 

In  resorting  lo  war  against  Great  Britain,  as 
the  United  Slates  have  done,  by  inevitable  neces- 
sity, it  is  their  desire  and  hope  that  it  may  be  con- 
fined to  her  only. 

It  is  seen  with  much  regret  that  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  is  likely  lo  be  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  becoming  a  party  to  the  war  in  Europe,  if  he 
has  not  already  become  so.  Should  that  event 
lake  place,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  should 
affect,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  very  friendly 
relations  which  now  exist  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Russia.  It  is  the  sincere  desire  of 
this  Government  lo  preserve,  in  their  uloaosl  ex- 
tent, those  relations  with  that  Power. 

With  France  our  affairs  in  many  important 
circumstances  are  still  unsettled;  nor  is  there 
any  certainty  that  a  satisfactory  settlement  of 
them  will  be  obtained.  Should  it,  however,  be 
the  case,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  produce 
any  closer  connexion  between  the  United  States 
and  that  Power.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  any 
event  whatever  will  have  that  effect. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 
of  Sute. 

St.  Petersblhg.  Sept.  30,  1813. 
On  the  20th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  the 
Chancellor  requesting  me  lo  call  upon  him  the 
next  evening,  which  I  accordingly  did  ;  he  told 
me  that  he  had  asked  to  see  me  by  the  Emperor's 
command;  that,  having  made  peace  and  estab- 
lished the  relations  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  the  Emperor  was  much  concerned 
and  disappointed  to  find  the  whole  benefit  which 
he  expected  his  subjects  would  derive  commer- 
cially from  that  event  defeated  and  lost  by  the 
new  war  which  had  arisen  between  the  United 
Slates  and  England  ;  that  he  had  thought  he  per- 
ceived various  indications  that  ihere  was  on  both 
sides  a  reluctance  at  engaging  in  and  prosecuting 
this  war,  and  it  had  occurred  to  the  Emperor  that 
perhaps  an  amicable  arrangement  of  the  differ- 
ences  between  tlie  parlies  might  be  accommodated 
more  easily  and  speedily  by  indirect  than  by  a 
direct  negotiation  ;  that  His  Majesty  bad  directed 
him  to  see  me,  and  lo  inquire  if  I  was  aware  of 
any  difficulty  or  obstacle  on  the  part  of  the  Got- 
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Im^Tient  of  iin<  United  Siaies,  if  he  should  offer    ment  of  Commissioners  by  the  President  for  a 
^.■s.raediation  }or  ilie  purpose  of  effecting  a  paci-  .   ^         ,,       ■        .„.      „ 

Ijf^Jioo.  I  answered  that  it  was  obviously  im- 
ii)>^ible  for  me'to  speak  on  this  subject  any  other- 
tii*;  tlian  fron?  the  general  knowledge  which  I 
gjaf  of  the  sent  Anents  of  my  Government ;  that  I 


new  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.     The  Count 
asked  me  if  I  had  any  autl)entic  information  of 
these  circumstances,     I  said  I  had  not ;  that  ray 
information  was  altogether  of  a  different  aspect; 
and  1  told  him  the  substance  of  Mr.  Rusjell'i  com- 
munication.    He  then  observed  that  this  incident 
would  not  discourage  thib  Government  from  mak- 
Ki(J  not  to  thatrday  received  any  official  commu-  \  ing  an  offer  of  its  mediation,  which  he  had  sug- 
jjcition  of  its  declaration;  but  that  I  well  knew  i  gested   to  me  in  a  former  conference.     On   the 
il'\ias  with  ret;uctaiiCe  they  had  engaged  in  the    contrary,  the  failure  of  every  new  attempt  at  di- 
rect negotiation  confirmed  him  in  the  belief  and 
hope  that  a  mediation  might  be  more  successful; 


^^  so  far  fronj  knowing  what  their  ideas  were 
iJili  regard  to  Jhe  continuance  of  the  war,  that  I 

&  ♦ ...  .U-.   .1-.. 1 _a:-:_i ..     i 


ij,\^as  wit 

yai ;  that  I  wa's  very  sure,  whatever  determina- 
foif  they  might  form  upon  the  proposal  of  the 
kln^eror's  mediation,  they  would  receive  and 
(<9Hfider  it  a»  o  new  evidence  of  His  Majesty's 
f^ird  and  friendship  for  the  United  Slates,  and 
t^at  I  was  not  aware  of  any  obstacle  or  difl&culty 
VifliTch  could  occasion  them  to  decline  accepting  it. 
•''lAnew  the  \f-ar  would  affect  unfavorably  the 
inlfrest  of  Rus^-ia.  I  knew  it  must  be  highly  in- 
lur^us  both  tc  the  United  States  and  England. 
Icfeuld  see  no  good  result  as  likely  to  arise  from 
jv)*  any  one.  The  Count  replied  that  he  had  con- 
SKiired  it  altog.'iher  in  the  same  light,  and  so  had 
tkeiEmperor.  \>^ho  was  sincerely  concerned  at  it, 
80'^  who  had  himself  conceived  this  idea  of  au- 
ihtfizing  his  mediation.  He  thought  an  indirect 
ijepiotiation  coi)ducled  here,  aided  by  the  con- 
f^lftlory  wishe-  of  a  friend  to  both  parties,  might 
i^TijISoth  down  d'.fficulties  which,  in  direct  discus- 
tj^lf  between  tlie  principals,  might  be  found  in- 
^jf^-'rable.  To  a  mutual  friend  each  party  might 
«>(l^bit  all  its  Cjcaims,  and  all  its  complaints,  with- 
^ttlanger  of  exciting  irritations  or  raising  impedi- 
]Jie(Jts.  The  f-art  of  Russia  would  only  be  to 
ijeat  both  sides,  and  to  use  her  best  endeavors  to 
^^ot^iliate  them.  I  observed,  that  there  was  a 
Uiifl  party  tob>  consulted  as  to  the  proposal — the 
Ijri^ish  GoverMnent.  The  Count  answered,  that 
ij  h\id  already  ^een  suggested  by  liim  to  the  Brit- 
ish ^Ambassadofr,  Lord  Cathcart,  who  had  the  day 
Ijei^re  despatched  it  by  a  messenger  to  his  Court. 
^o>,ie  question, occurred  concerning  the  mode  of 
^jaa|t)iing  me  t^  transmit  this  communication  to 
Qif^United  Srar.es.  upon  which  the  Count  prora- 
if<}(j  to  see  me  Sgain  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
Jflp*said  that  he  should  write  to  Mr.  Daschkoff. 
Ct^  instruct  him  to  make  the  proposition  to  the 
^^irernment  oC  the  United  States. 

'ii  ;  I      

.  '  I.- 

Mr. Adutins  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

St.  Petersburg,  Oct.  17,  1812. 
'■^ir:  I  receited  a  few  days  since  a  letter  from 
km  Russell,  dsited  at  London,  the  9ih  of  Septem- 
bvV^and  infurnang  me  that  his  mission  there  had 
i^ned,  that  be;  had  received  his  passports,  and 
\^\  in  three  d!«ys  from  that  time  he  should  leave 
tluricny  to  ernl^ark  at  Plymouth  for  the  United 
t^^ies.  He  adds  that  the  British  Government 
bVsJ  rpjecled  a*  proposition  which  he  had  been 
a^iijiorized  to  i«iake  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities. 
*The  evening,  before  last  I  had  another  interview 
'^I'to  the  ChaD^-ellor,  Count  Romanzoff,  at  his  re- 
<pl^t.  There  Jad  been  rumors  in  circulation  here 
<^»n  armisiic«<  in  Canada,  and  of  the  appoint- 

I  1 


a  mediation  itf  a  common  friend,  not  only  desirous 
from  the  sentiment  of  friendship  to  see  the  parties 
reconciled  to  each  other,  but  having  also  a  strong 
interest  of  his  own  in  their  reconciliation. 

The  Count  said  he  had  his  despatches  for  Mr. 
Daschkoff  ready,  instructing  him  to  make  the 
proposition  in  lorm  to  the  American  Government; 
and  he  asktd  me  whether  I  could  indicate  to  him 
a  mode  of  transmitting  them  directly  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  In  our  former  conversation  (reported 
in  my  letter  of  the  30ih  ultimo)  I  had  offered  to 
despatch  one  of  ihe  American  vessels  now  at 
Cronstadt,  if  the  British  Ambassador  would  fur- 
nish her  a  passport,  or  any  document  that  would 
protect  her  from  capture  by  British  armed  vessels. 
The  Count  faid  he  had  made  ihe  proposal  to  the 
Ambassador,  who  had  expressed  his  readiness  to 
give  the  document,  provided  the  vessel  and  mes- 
senger should  go  by  the  way  of  England  ;  a  con- 
dition which  tiie  Count  said  he  had  told  the  Am- 
bassador he  could  not  ask  me  to  agree  to,  and 
with  which  I  did  not  think  it,  in  fact,  suitable  to 
comply.  There  are,  however,  two  American  gen- 
tlemen hereon  the  point  of  departure  for  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  them  I  shall  transmit  this  des- 
patch and  Its  duplicate,  together  with  those  of  the 
Chancellor,  to  Mr.  Daschkoff. 

I  am.  with  great  respect,  sir,  A,c. 

JOHN  aUL\CY  ADAMS. 


Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

St.  Peter8burg.  Dec.  11,  1912. 

Sir:  Oq  the  4lh  instant  I  received  the  dupli- 
cate of  your  favor  of  1st  July  last,  announcing 
the  declaration  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  war  against  Great  Britain,  and  enclos- 
ing printed  copies  of  the  President's  Proclamatioa 
founded  upon  it,  of  his  previous  Message  recom- 
mending a,  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  proposing  it.  and  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  the  20th  June.  The  origi- 
nal of  your  letter,  with  these  documents,  not 
haying  yet  come  to  hand,  these  gave  me  the  first 
official  communication  of  the  war. 

I  had.  on  the7tli  instant,an  interview  with  the 
Chancellor,  Count  Romanzoff,  in  which  I  com- 
municated to  him  the  substance  of  that  part  of 
your  despatch  which  related  to  Russia,  and  those 
which  concern  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
France.  In  the  present  state  of  the  war  between 
this  country  and  France.  I  was  convinced  that 
the  view  of  the  American  Government's  inten- 
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tioos  with  regard  to  that  Power,  so  explicitly  and 
so  strongly  manifested  in  your  letter,  would  nol 
only  be  gratifying  to  the  Chancellor,  but  that  it 
would  be  .■>atisfactory  to  the  Emperor,  and  would 
powerfully  counteract  any  impressions  unfavor- 
able to  the  United  States,  which  the  English  in- 
terest here  is  endeavoring  to  excite.  I  therefore 
told  the  Count,  that,  although  I  had  not  been  in- 
structed to  make  to  him  any  official  communica- 
tion of  the  declaration  of  war.  the  dispositions  of 
the  American  Governmeni  towards  other  Powers, 
and  particularly  towards  Russia,  on  this  occasion, 
had  been  distinctly  suggested  to  me,  in  a  manner 
which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  known  to  him  ; 
that  the  United  Slates,  compelled  by  unavoidable 
necessity  to  vindicate  their  violated  rights  against 
Great  Britain  by  war,  were  desirous  that  it  might 
be  confined  exclusively  to  them  and  their  enemy, 
and  that  no  other  Power  might  be  involved  in  it  ; 
that  It  was  particularly  and  earnestly  their  wish 
to  preserve  and  maintain,  in  their  fullest  extent, 
their  commercial  and  friendly  relations  with 
Russia;  that  the  war  in  which  the  Emperor  is 
now  engaged  againsi  France,  although  it  could 
not  be  known  Ly  ihe  President  to  have  been  ac- 
tually commenced  at  the  time  when  your  des- 
patch was  written,  was,  however,  contemplated 
as  more  than  probable,  and  the  necessity  which 
obliged  the  Emperor  to  take  a  part  in  it  was  men- 
tioned to  me  as  a  cause  of  regret  to  the  Amer- 
ican Governmeni ;  but  it  was  hoped  it  would  nol, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  affect  the  friendly  dispo- 
sitions between  Russia  and  the  United  Slates; 
that  I  was  informed  by  you  ihal  the  principal 
subjects  of  discussion  which  had  long  been  sub- 
sisting between  us  and  France  remained  unset- 
tled ;  that  there  was  no  immediate  prospect  that 
there  would  be  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  them  ; 
but  that,  whatever  the  event  in  this  respect  might 
be,  it  was  not  ihe  intention  of  ihe  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  any  more  inti- 
mate connexions  with  France.  This  disposition. 
I  added,  was  eypressed  in  terms  as  strong  and 
clear  as  I  thought  language  could  afford.  It  was 
even  observed  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  did  not  anticipate  any  event  whatever  that 
could  produce  that  effect;  and  I  was  the  more 
happy  to  find  myself  authorized  by  my  Govern- 
ment to  avow  this  intention,  as  different  repre- 
sentations of  their  views  had  been  widely  circu- 
lated ai  well  in  Europe  as  in  America. 

The  Count  received  this  communication  with 
assurances  of  his  own  high  satisfaction  at  its 
purport,  and  of  his  persuasion  that  it  would  prove 
equally  satisfactory  to  the  Emperor,  before  whom 
he  should  lay  it  without  delay.  He  said  that, 
with  regard  to  the  friendly  and  commercial  rela- 
tions with  the  United  Siates,  it  was  ihe  Emperor's 
fixed  determination  to  maintain  them,  so  far  as 
depended  upon  him,  in  their  fullest  extent.  He 
asked  me  if  I  had  any  objeciion  to  his  communi- 
cating to  the  British  Government  itself  ihal  part 
of  my  information  to  him  which  related  to  France. 
I  said  that,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  British  Gov- 
ernment had,  in  the  course  of  our  discussions  with 
tbcm,  frequently  intimated   the  belief  that  the 


American  Government  was  partial  to  France, 
and  even  actuated  by  French  infiuence,  I  supposed 
that  the  knowledge  of  this  frank  and  explicit 
statement,  with  a  due  consideration  of  the  time 
and  occasion  upon  which  it  was  made,  must  have 
a  tendency  to  remove  the  prejudice  of  the  British 
Cabinet,  and,  I  would  hope,  produce  on  their  part 
a  di.sposition  more  inclining  to  conciliation. 

Yesterday  the  Count  sent  a  note  requesting  me 
to  call  upon  hiin  again,  which  I  accordingly  did. 
He  showed  me  the  draught  of  a  despatch  to  the 
Count  Lievtn.  the  Russian  Ambassador  in  Eng- 
land, which  he  had  prepared  to  lay  before  the 
Emperor  for  his  approbation,  and  which  related 
the  substance  of  my  conversation  with  him,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  ihe  intentions  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government  with  reference  to  France;  in- 
structing Count  Licven  to  make  it  known  to  Lord 
Castlereagh.  and  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
vincing the  British  Government  of  the  error  in 
suspecting  that  of  the  United  Slates  of  any  sub- 
serviency to  France,  in  the  expectation  that  it 
would  promote  in  the  British  Ministry  the  dispo- 
sition to  peace  with  the  United  States,  which  he 
(Count  Lieven)  knew  His  Imperial  Majesty  bad 
much  at  heart,  believing  it  equally  for  the  interest 
of  both  Powers,  and  also  for  that  of  his  own  em- 
pire. The  Chancellor  said  that,  as  this  despatch 
would  refer  to  what  1  had  verbally  stated  to  him 
in  our  preceding  conversation,  lie  wished,  be- 
fore submitting  it  to  the  Emperor,  that  I  should 
peruse  it  to  satisfy  himself  that  he  had  connect- 
edly represented  the  purport  of  my  communica- 
tion to  him,  and  he  desired  me,  if  I  should  find 
any  inaccuracy  or  variation  from  what  I  had  said 
to  him,  to  point  it  out  to  him;  that  he  might 
make  the  despatch  perfectly  correspond  with  what 
I  had  said.  I  did,  accordingly,  notice  several 
particulars  in  which  the  exact  purport  of  what 
I  had  said  might  be  expressed  with  more  precis- 
ion. He  immediately  struck  out  the  passages 
which  I  noticed  in  this  manner  from  the  draught, 
and  altered  ihem  to  an  exact  conformity  with  the 
ideas  I  had  intended  to  convey.  The  changes 
were  inconsiderable,  and  were  no  otherwise  ma- 
terial than  as  I  was  desirous  of  the  utmost  accu- 
racy in  the  relation  of  what  I  had  said,  under  the 
authority  of  your  despatch. 

This  communication  of  the  settled  determina- 
tion of  the  American  Government  not  to  contract 
any  more  intimate  engagements  with  France. 
will  thus  be  made  to  the  British  Ministry  with 
ray  full  consent.  The  Chancellor's  despatch  does 
not  say  that  he  was  authorized  by  me  to-make  it. 
It  merely  relates  the  substance  of  that  part  of 
ray  conversation  with  him,  and  directs  Count 
Lieven  to  use  it  with  a  view  to  promote  the  pur- 
pose of  pacification.  The  Chancellor  under- 
stands that  my  consent  was  merely  my  own  act, 
without  authority  from  you;  my  motive  in  giv- 
ing it  was  the  same  with  that  of  his  instructioD 
to  Count  Lieven,  because  I  believed  its  tendency 
would  be  10  promote  the  spirit  of  pacification  in 
the  British  Cabinet.  I  told  the  Chancellor  I  waa 
aware  that  its  effect  might  be  different.  That 
the   very  certainty  that  we  should  not  seek  or 
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en  accept  U  cotnmaBity  of  cause  with  their  [  cussioD  of  any  mediation.  The  Count  added, 
est  dreadpJ  enemy  might  make  ihem  more  in-  that  it  would  remain  to  be  considered  whether, 
fferent  to  a|  peace  with  us.     But  id  calculating    after  this,  and  after  the  solemn  step  taken  by  the 


jlfe  operatioij  of  a  generoux  purpose  even  upon 
ije  raind  of  9n  iiiveterate  enemy.  I  feel  an  irre- 
i|jnble  impulse  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be 
"yifnerous  likf^itself.  I  a^ked  the  Chancellor  whe- 
ther he  had  ireceived  an  answer  from  England 
.^oD  the  prtjpo^al  of  the  Emperor's  mediation. 
\i^'e  said  that    without  accepting  nr  rejecting  it. 


Government  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be 
advisable  to  renew  the  offer  to  the  British  Minis- 
try, and  give  them  an  opportunity  for  a  reconsid- 
eration. It  was  possible  that  further  reflection 
might  lead  Jo  a  different  resolution,  and  he  should 
submit  the  question  to  the  Emperor's  determina- 
tion.     Different    circumstances  furnished    other 


^^ey  had  int^-niated  the  belief  that  it  would  not  .  materials  for  deliberations. 

^)*  acceptable^  in  America. 

^,I*m,  with  great  respect,  sir,  dec. 

i|  J        JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


^tract  of  a  iftter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 
*i  :         of  State,  dated  I 

5: 1  -St.  Petersburg,  y?</j«  26,  1813.      ' 

.^lOn  the  l^iji   instant  I   had  an  interview  with 
'kle  Chancell-jr.  Count  Romanzoff.  at  his  request,  , 
fvv^en  he  inlc»rmed  me  that   he  had   received  an- 
swers from  Jylr.  Daschkoff  to  the  despatches  of, 
Hiich  Mr.  Harris  was  the  bearer;  that  the  Presi- 
rjrtini  bad  accijfpted  the  Emperor's  office  of  medi- 1 
S'jon  ;  and  tl^at  Mr.   Daschkoff  had  sent  him  •  i 
^tipy  of  your|answer  to  him,  expressive  of  that ! 
.(Acceptance.     He  then  put  into  my   hands  your 


FRANCE. 

[Communicated  to  the  Houae,  January  18,  1814.] 
To  the  House  of  Representativet 

of  the  United  States  : 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  11th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
January  18,  1814. 


Department  or  State,  Jan.  18.  1814. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 


►iter  to  Mr.iDaschkofif  of  March' 11.  with  the  ,  .h/r,.?.,,!'  n7 .h    H. „  '     ru         ''"  '      "    f 
Tflor  of  wh.cii  he  appeared  to  be  much  gratified  ;      k      i  .h       .     ,  .         k  ^p^P^*^/"'*'*^"  "^ 

■:«  J  ™.k;-,k  klj  -;  <  k       k      u  i    .  i  '    the  11th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  com- 

Jod  which  he^said  he  should  immediately  trans- i  .     .     .u     ti  r  .      ,  . 

?.,,,  „.  ,ko  vJ^^.r.,      &.  .k„ '  «^"'«»"^'y  I'au-      inunicate  to    he  House   any  information  in   his 


;»4ut  to  the  En^peror.     At  the  same  time  English 
newspapers  hid   been  received   here  mentioning 
/he  appointment  of  Messrs.  Gallatin  end  Bayard, 
J»ut  intimatiny  strongly  the  determination  of  the 
-■^iiish  Government  to  reject  the  mediation.     A 
i^  days  aftej,  I  received  from  a  friend  the  Na- 
^nnal  Intellit^sncer  of  the  15th  April,  containing 
' '^0  editorial  »«aragraph  concerning   the  appoint- 
<fcjent  of  lhos»;  gentlemen,  which  I  communicated 
^J  the  Count  )n  the  22d.     I  observed  to  him,  that 
^«wever  the.  British   Government   might   think 
^ijoper  to  act  on  this  occasion,  that  of  the  United 
.^Jates  would-at  least  have  manifested  in  a  signal 
yUtonner  at  oDfce  its  earnest  and  constant  desire  for 
ij/just  and  h'^norable  peace,  and  its  sense  of  the  ' 
fiOtives  whiti  had  induced  the  Emperor's  offer.  ' 
;'T^at   the  PrV'sident   could    not   have  adopted   a  ; 
■jg^iisuTe  beitfr  adapted  to  do  honor  to  His  Ma-  ; 
;j^^ty's  proposal,  than  by  the  appointment  of  two 
ii^rsons  araoiv];»  the  most  distinguished  of  our  cit-  i 
.:i;^s,  to  co-»,perate,  on   the  part  of  the  United 
l^^ates,  in  accomplishing  the  Emperor's  friendly  ; 
''*4^d  benevolrtnt   purpose;    and   that  if  it  should 
'jefentually  fajlof  being  successful,  at  least  the  true  ' 
.-ifci^d  only  source  of  its  failure  would   be  known  ;  i 
".'♦iliat  he  oad  Received,  since  he  saw  me  last,  de- 
■^^(jatches  frot^  Count   Lieven  ;  that  the  British, 
,iNjinister,  in   jerms  of  much  politeness,  had  inti- 
jttjated  to  himj  that  there  was  no  Sovereign  whose 
'^fi^diation  tVy  should  more  readily  accept  than 
j.i)iat  of  the  Fimperor,   but  that  their  differences 
l^'^iih  the  United  States  were  of  a  nature  involv- 
■i|i*)g  principUji  of  the  internal  government  of  the 
•t^ritish  naiiiin,  and  which  it  was  thought  were 
^fij^ot  susceptible  of   being  committed  to  the  dis- 

i-       '  ■ 

*  -  ••      • 

•"  • 


possession,  and  which  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
divulge,  in  relation  to  the  omission  or  refusal  of  the 
French  Government  to  accredit  the  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  United  States  to  that  Court, 
or  of  his  reception  if  accredited,  of  the  time 
when  he  was  so  accredited,  and  of  the  prosress 
of  his  negotiation,  has  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  the  President,  for  the  information  of  the  House, 
the  following  letters  in  relation  to  that  subject, 
namely  : 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  of  the  15th  August,  1813,  enclosing  one 
to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  of  the  27ih  July,  and  his 
answer  of  the  1st  August;  and  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  of  the  8th  of  September,  1813. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Paris,  August  15,  1813. 

Sir:  On  the  twenty-seventh  ultimo  I  wrote  to 
the  Duke  of  Bassano,  to  inlbtm  him  of  my  ar- 
rival in  Paris,  in  quality  of  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States.  On  the  Sth  instant  I 
received  an  answer  dated  at  Dresden,  on  the  1st. 
Copies  of  my  note  and  of  his  answer  are  here- 
with enclosed. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  I  remain, 
yours,  ditc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  James  Monroe, 

Secrttary  of  State. 
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[Encloaed  in  Mr.  Crawford's  letter  of  Aug.  15,  1813.] 
•Wr.  Crauford  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano. 

Paris,  July  27,  18ia 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  I  have  been  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  his  Impe- 
rial and  Royal  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  and  King  oi  Italy.  I  wait  the  pleasure 
of  your  Excellency  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
presenting  my  official  credentials,  preparatory  to 
my  reception  by  the  Government  of  His  Imperial 
and  Royal  Majesty  as  the  accredited  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  seize  on  the  present  occasion  to  assure  your 
Excellency  of  the  distingaished  consideration 
with  which  I  hnve  the  honor  to  be.  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


From  the  Dake  of  DaMano  to  Mr.  Crawford. 

Dresden.  August  1,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  hearing  of 
your  safe  arrival  in  France,  and  I  have  received 
the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
me  on  the  27th  of  July,  oo  your  nomination  in 
quality  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  and  King  of  Italy.  The  choice  which 
your  Government  has  made  of  a  person  so  dis- 
tinguished in  his  own  country,  and  su  worthy  of 
ibis  honorable  mission,  cannot  but  be  agreeable 
to  His  Imperial  Majesty  ;  and  thouc:h  he  is  at 
this  time  absent  from  Dresden,  1  can  give  you 
this  assurance  in  his  name.  I  will  have  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  you  his  intentions  respecting 
the  presentation  of  your  letters  of  credence  and 
your  reception.  Without  waiting  even  for  this. 
1  will  receive  all  the  communications  which  you 
may  think  proper  lo  make  to  nie  as  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  your  Government,  and  the  de- 
lay of  a  formality  will  produce  no  delay  in  the 
exercise  of  the  mission  confided  to  you,  or  in  the 
correspondence  which  it  will  procure  for  me  the 
benefit  of  holding  with  you. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  ray  consideration. 
THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  .Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Paris,  September  8,  1813. 
I  have  just  received  an  answer  to  the  note 
which  I  addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  re- 
questing Mrs.  Barlow's  pa&sports.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  recognition,  he  says  that  he  is  very  solici- 
tous I  should  present  my  letter  of  credence  to  the 
Emperor  in  Paris.  He  does  not  repeat  his  invita- 
tion to  communicate  with  him.  The  operations 
of  the  war  will  probably  detain  the  Emperor  in 
the  North  until  the  Winter.  It  is  believed  that 
the  Duke  of  Bassano  will  not  return  before  him. 
If  this  opinion  should  be  realized,  the  Winter 
will  be  far  advanced  before  I  shall  be  able  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  French  Government  to  the 
subjects  of  discussion  between  the  two  nations. 


GREAT  BRITAIN— NATURALIZATION. 

[CommuBJcated  to  the  Senate,  April  16,  1814.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  . 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolutions  of 
the  2d  February  and  9th  of  March.* 

JAMES  MADISON. 
April  16,  1814. 


Department  or  State,  .April  14,  1814. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  were  referred 
several  resolutions  of  the  2d  July  and  9th  March 
last,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  the 
following  report : 

Although  these  resolutions  are  of  different  dates, 
and  refer  to  subjects  lu  some  respects  distinct  in 


*The  resolutions  are  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  SeDate  a 
statement  of  the  names  of  the  individuals  selerted  from 
American  prisoners  of  war  and  sent  to  CJreat  Britain 
for  trial,  as  mentioned  in  his  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  Congress ;  and 
also  their  respective  places  of  residence  in  the  United 
States,  with  the  timeH  when,  and  the  courts  where. 
they  were  admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  regiments  or  corps  to  which  they  be- 
longed in  the  service  of  the  United  States  when  taken 
by  the  enemy,  and  the  times  and  places  of  their  being 
BO  taken  ;  together  with  copies  of  any  official  corres- 
pondence respecting  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war. 
and  any  orders  for  retaliation  on  either  side,  which  the 
President  may  judge  proper  to  be  communicated. 

Febbcart's,  1814. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  mich 
information  ax  he  may  possess,  calculated  to  show 
what  has  been  the  practice  of  Great  Britain  concern- 
ing her  native  subjects  naturalized  in  other  countrieti 
and  taken  in  arms  against  her ;  also,  what  is  the  general 
practice  of  the  nations  of  Europe  relative  to  the  natu- 
ralization or  employment  in  war  between  two  nalious 
of  the  native  subjects  of  each  other. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  Huch 
information  as  he  may  possess,  of  the  cases,  with  iheii 
circumstances,  in  which  any  civilized  nation  has  pun- 
ished its  native  subjects  taken  in  arms  against  her,  and 
for  which  punishment  retaliation  has  been  inflicted  by 
the  nation  in  whose  serrice  they  were  taken. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  calculated  to  show 
under  what  circumstances,  and  on  what  ground*.  Great 
Britain  has  been  in  the  practice  oi  refusing  to  discharge 
naUve  citizens  of  the  United  States  impressed  into  her 
service. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  {>088e8s,  calculated  to  show 
what  has  been  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  relative  to 
American  seamen  on  board  her  ships  of  war  at  and 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  the  United 
States.  li 

Makch  9,  1814. 
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*.'';jtheir  naturf,  yet.  as  they  are  connected  in  others 
;  "iof  considerjible  importance,  which  bear  essentially 

on  the  con(|uct  of  both  parties  in  the  present  war. 

it  is  thougl^t  proper  to  comprise  them  in  the  same 
eport. 
The  first  pf  these  resolutions  calls  for  the  names 
v;  Iof  the  individuals  who  were  selected  from  the 
■^  tAraerican  nrisooers  of  war,  and  sent  to  Great 
••  'Britain  for  (rial  j  their  places  of  residence  in  the 
.J  rfJnited  Stsifes ;  the  times  when,  and  the  courts 
I  Thy  which,  they  were  admitted  to  become  citizens  ; 
}  the  regimbiits  to  which  they  belong;  when  and 
^  where  they  jvere  taken  ;  with  copies  of  any  oflBcial 
J  "correspondence  respecting  the  treatment  uf  pris- 
j*  fcncrs  of  wair,  and  of  any  orders  for  retaliation  on 
•i  V'the'"  side,  i 

*«  't  The  othejr  resolutions  request  information  of 
i^  %he  conduct; of  Great  Britain  towards  her  native 
!'*ubjects  tpien  in  arms  against  her,  and  of  the 
•^  ^feneral  pr)cit}tice  of  the  nations  of  Europe  relative 
.T  io  naturalization,  and  the  employment  in  war, 
C^iach.  of  tjit)  subjects  of  the  other;  of  the  cases. 
^.  iinth  their  circumstances,  in  which  any  civilized 
<4. fjalion  has  fiunished  its  native  subjects  taken  in 

[ion 
they 


•  J  ijreatBritHip  has  refused  to  discharge  native  cili- 
;^|[eDs  of  X^ei  United  States  impressed  into  her 
l^errice  ;  apcj  what  has  been  her  conduct  towards 
^^merican; seamen  on  board  her  ships  of  war  at 
lind  since  ih^  commencement  of  the  present  war 
J»/ith  the  Un-iited  Slates. 

^ :  The  pape<  marked  A  contains  tke  names  of  the 
^  American  [jrisoners  who  were  ser^t  to  England 
4ii)r  trial  by  tjie  British  commander  huCanada  ;  of 
^^e  corps  ty  which  they  belong;  of  the  times 
J'.yhen.  and  df  the  places  where,  they  were  taken  ; 
■^(jf  their  pla6?s  of  residence  in  the  United  States; 
i  Vif  the  time*  and  the  courts  in  which  they  were 
y.'|dmilted  to*becorne  citizens,  there  is  no  evidence 
this  dep,irtment;   nor  is   there  any  to  show 

ized  or  native  citizens 


i  Ai  this  dep,irtment;  nor  is 
»,:'lrhether  they  were  naturaliz 
'.  i|f  the  Uniteil  States.  This  paper  contains,  also, 
H  -i  copy  of  the  orders  of  both  Governments  for  re- 
J  :^liation,  an^  of  the  correspondence  between  their 
■  "tspective  ci|mmi>saries  concerning  the  treatment 
*  prisoners.; 

The  papet  marked  B  states  various  grounds  on 
[hich  the  BJritisU  Government  has  refused  to  de- 
Iver  up  Aniericiin  seamen  impressed  into  the 
Iritish  serv.ce.  on  the  application  of  the  agents 
the  Uniit-d  States,  regularly  authorized  to  de- 
g'ttjand  there,  with  the  correspondence  relating  to 
••■(l^e  same,  {i  communicates,  also,  such  informa- 
•  •tiin  as  this  deparcment  has  been  able  to  obtain  of 
^tje  conduct  of  the  British  Government  towards 
j,;^4raerican  Jsramen  on  board  British  ships  of  war, 
^taiand  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
f  \far.  Amprig  the  causes  assigned  for  their  deten- 
^  t|on,  the  f(illowing  are  most  deserving  of  notice: 
.•  "1.  That  they  had  no  documents,  or  that  their 
^' Acumen ts  were  irregular. 

iil  ji  2.  That  they  were  released  from  prison  in  Got- 
Jt|nburg. 

•  I  4 

■I       r 

^t  ■  ■        ■ 


3.  That  they  were  exchanged  a?  British  sub- 
jects. 

4.  Were  said  to  be  impostors. 

5.  To  have  married  in  England. 

6.  Did   not  answer   the  descriptions  given  of 
them  in  their  protections. 

7.  Had  attempted  to  desert. 

8.  Were  sent  into  the  service  for  smuggling. 

9.  Were  not  to  be  found  on  board  of  the  ship 
stated. 

10.  Had  voluntarily  entered  into  the  British 
service. 

11.  Were  natives  of  foreign  countries,  Prussia, 
Sweden,  Italy,  <tc. 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  seamen,  whose 
discharges  were  demanded,   may  not  have  been 
native  titizens  of  the  United  States,  but  very  pre- 
sumable that  the  greater  part  were.     Indeed,  the 
pretext  assigned  for  their  detention  seems  to  ad- 
mit it.     Had  they  been  native  subjects  of  Eng- 
land, being   there,   their  origin  might  have  been 
traced.     But  that  is  the  ground  in  few  instances 
only.     lu  urging  that  some  had  no  protections, 
or   that    their   protections   were   irregular;    that 
others  had  been  exchanged  as  British  prisoners; 
were   impostors;    had  attempted   to  desert;  did 
not  answer  the  protections  given  them  ;  were  na- 
tives of  Prussia,  Sweden,  4,c.;  it  is  fairly  to  be 
inferred  that  the  public  authority  in  England,  to 
whom   this   duty  is   assigned,  sought  rather  to 
evade  the  application  than  to  justify  the  refusal. 
The  pretext  that  some  were  natives  of  Prussia. 
Sweden,  &c.,  deserves  particular  attention.     On 
this  circumstance  the  Secretary  will  remark  only, 
that  in  extending  impressment,  in  American  ves- 
sels, to  persons  who  could  not  bo  mistaken  for 
British  subjects,  and  refusing  to  surrender  them, 
on    application,    to    the  voluntary   service   from 
which  they  were  taker.,  it  is  evident  that  the  re- 
covery of  the  British  seamen  has  not  been  the 
sole  object  of  the  practice. 

By  the  report  of  the  American  Commissary  of 
Prisoners  in  England,  it  appears  tiiat  a  consider- 
able number  of  our  seamen  have  been  transferred 
from  British  ships  of  war  to  prisons;  that  their 
exchange  for  British  seamen  taken  in  battle  was 
demanded  in  the  first  instance,  but  that  that  claim 
seems  to  have  been  since  waived.     It  might  have 
been  expected  that  the  British  Government,  on 
being  satisfied  that  these  men  or  that  any  of  t.'iem 
were   American   citizens,   would    have   liberated 
and  sent   them  home  at  its  own  charge.     They 
are,  however,  still  held  prisoners  in  confinement. 
That  many  of  them,  if  not  all,  are  native  citizens 
cannot  be  doubted ;  for  had  the  proof  not  been 
irresistible,  it  cannot  be  presumed,  while  so  many 
others  are  detained  on  board  British  ships  of  war, 
that  these  would  have  been  exempted  from  that 
service.     That  many  are  siill  detained  on  board 
British  ships  of  war  may  be  fairly  inferred,  even 
without  other  evidence,  from  the  indiscriminate 
manner  of  British  impressment ;  from  the  distant 
service  in   which   the  men   thus    impressed  are 
olten  necessarily  employed, depriving  their  friends 
of  an  opportunity  to  communicate  with  them; 
and  from  the  Inconsiderable  number  discharged, 
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compared  with  that  which  has  been  demanded. 
Without  relying  altogether  on  the  reports  here- 
tofore made  to  Congress  by  this  department,  the 
letter  of  Commodore  Roilger;*.  hereunto  annexed, 
affords  data  from  which  an  estimate  may  be 
formed.  On  this  point  the  correspondence  be- 
tween General  Taylor  and  th"  Captain  of  the 
British  ship  the  Dragon,  a.nd  Commodore  Deca- 
tur and  Commodore  Capel,  deserve  also  particu- 
lar attention.  If  liie  British  Government  would 
order  a  strict  search  to  be  made  through  the 
British  navy  for  American  seamen,  it  would  then 
be  seen  how  many  of  our  native  citizens  have 
participated  in  the  lot  of  the  unfortunate  men 
mentioned  in  the  correspondences  referred  to. 

The  contrast  which  these  documents  present, 
in  the  pretentions  and  conduct  of  Great  Britain, 
with  the  pretensions  and  conduct  of  the  United 
Slates,  cannot  fail  to  make  a  deep  impression  in 
favor  of  the  latter.  The  British  Government  im- 
presses into  Its  navy  native  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  compels  them  to  serve  in  it,  and,  in 
many  instances,  even  to  fight  against  their  coun- 
try ;  while  it  arrests  as  traitors,  and  menaces  with 
death,  persons  suspected  to  be  native  British  sub- 

Jects, for  having  fought  under  our  standard  against 
British  forces,  although  they  had  voluntarily  en- 
tered into  our  army  after  having  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  incorporated  themselves  into 
the  American  society.  The  United  States,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  forced  no  persons  into  their 
service,  nor  have  they  sought,  nor  are  they  dis- 
posed to  punish  any,  who,  after  having  freely 
emigrated  to  any  part  of  the  British  dominions, 
and  settled  there,  may  have  entered  voluntarily 
into  the  British  army. 

The  remaining  inquiries  relate  to  objects  other 
than  the  immediate  conduct  of  the  parties  in  the 
present  war.  They  demand  information  of  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  and  of  other  Powers  in 
past  times,  without  limitation  in  the  retrospect, 
in  circumstances  bearing  on  the  question  of  re- 
taliation. The  information  required  relates  to 
the  following  points: 

1st.  The  conduct  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
other  nations  of  Europe  as  to  naturalization,  and 
the  employment  in  war,  each  of  the  subjects  of 
the  other. 

2d.  As  to  the  punishment  of  their  native  sub- 
jects taken  in  arms  against  them  in  the  service  of 
other  Powers. 

3d.  Examples  of  retaliation  by  the  latter  in 
such  cases. 

These  inquiries  necessarily  involve  an  exten- 
bive  research  into  the  history  and  jurisprudence 
of  the  nations  of  Europe.  For  so  important  a 
task  the  other  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
have  altogether  disqualified  him  since  the  call 
was  made.  The  approaching  close  of  the  session 
does  not  leave  him  time  for  more  than  the  follow- 
ing observations:  That  all  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope naturalize  foreigners. 

That  they  all  employ  in  their  service  the  sub- 
jects of  each  other,  and  frequently  against  their 
native  countries,  even  when  not  regularly  natu- 
ralized. 


That  they  all  allow  their  own  subjects  to  emi- 
grate to  foreign  countries. 

That  although  examples  may  be  found  of  the 
punishment  of  their  native  subjects  taken  in  arms 
against  them,  the  examples  are  few.  and  have 
either  been  marked  by  peculiar  circumstances 
taking  them  out  of  the  controverted  principle,  or 
have  proceeded  from  the  passions  or  policy  of 
the  occasion.  Even  in  prosecutions  and  convic- 
tions having  the  latter  origin,  the  final  act  of 
punishment  has,  with  little  exception,  been  pre- 
vented by  a  sense  of  equity  and  humanity,  or  a 
dread  of  retaliation.  It  i.s  confidently  believed 
that  no  instance  can  be  found  in  which  the  alleged 
purposes  of  the  enemy  against  the  twenty-three 
prisoners  in  question,  under  all  the  circumstances 
whicli  belong  to  their  case,  even  should  any  of 
them  not  have  been  regularly  naturalized,  are 
countenanced  by  the  proceedings  of  any  Euro- 
pean nation. 

That  if  no  instances  occur  of  retaliation,  in  the 
few  cases  requiring  it.  or  in  any  of  them,  by  the 
Governments  employing  such  persons,  it  has 
been,  as  is  presumed,  because  the  punishment 
which  had  been  inflicted  by  the  native  country 
might  be  acounted  for  on  some  principle  other 
than  its  denial  of  the  right  of  emigration  and 
naturalization.  Had  the  Government,  employ- 
ing the  persons  so  punished  by  their  native  coun- 
try, retaliated  in  such  cases,  it  might  have  in- 
curred the  reproach,  either  of  countenacing  ac- 
knowledged crimes,  or  of  following  the  example 
of  the  other  party  in  acts  of  cruelty,  exciting 
horror  rather  than  of  fulfilling  its  pledge  to  inno- 
cent persons  in  support  of  rights  fairly  obtained, 
and  sanctioned  by  the  general  opinion  and  prac- 
tice of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  ancient  and 
modern. 

All  which  IS  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  President  oftkc  United  States. 

A. 

List  of  twenty-three  American  soldiers  belonging  to 
the  Ist,  6th,  and  13th  United  Slates' rrgimentp,  cap- 
tured at  Queenstown,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  I3th 
October,  1812,  and  sent  to  England  for  trial,  on 
pretext  of  being  British  subjects,  viz: 

Henry  Kelly.  Henry  Blancy,  George  McCam- 
raon,  John  Dolton,  Michael  Condin,  John  Clark, 
Peter  Burr.  Andrew  Doyle,  John  McGown,  James 
Gill,  John  Fulsum,  Patrick  McBraharty, Matthew 
Mooney,  Patrick  Karns,  John  Fitzgerald,  John 
Wiley,  John  Donnelly,  John  Currey,  Nathan 
Shaley,  Edward  McGarigan,  John  Dinne,  John 
Williams,  and  George  Johnson. 


Office  ofComm'ry  Gen'l  PRidONEHs, 

April  13,  1814. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  under 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
of  the  9th  of  February,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit you  copies  of  the  orders  for  retaliation  which 
have  i&sued  from  this  office,  and  of  such  orders 
of  like  nature,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  as  hare 
been  received  ;  together  with  copies  of  such  offi- 
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f.-  '  ciil  correspondence  as  has  been  held  with  the  '  of  confinement  to  which  Captain  Nicholls  is  yet 
'-'  i  agents  cf  the  enemy,  or  other  persons,  in  direct    subjected.     It  will  be  perceived  that,  latterly,  it 
,^'<  relation -tt)   the  treatment  of   prisoners  of  war.    has  been  agreed   that  they  both  be  released  and 
iK  With  theic  are  filed  the  oflScial  letters  and  papers    exchanged  against  each  other. 
'-     furnished  me  from  time  to  time  by  any  of  the  de-         In  the  case  F,  it  having  been  communicated, 
.'    partmen^s  of  the  Government,  which  are  COD- 
:.Sj\  nected  with  either  subject. 

i      Each  case,  for  the  greater  facility  of  reference. 
,*  has  been  made  up  separately,  without  regard  to 


CD  the  part  of  the  enemy,  that  the  sixteen  mari- 
time officers  and  seamen  confined  at  Halifax  in 
dungeons  had  been  removed  to  more  airy  and 
wholesome   prison  rooms,  first   the   officers,  and 


i;i  dates,  other  than  those  of  the  papers  immediately     then  the  men,  and  that  their  confinement  in  other 


jy  /  t>elongiDJ;  to  it.  The  case^  marked  from  A  to  K 
'Ti  '  relate  to  tfce  treatment  of  prisoners,  on  account  of 
i  which  retaliation  has  been  resorted  to  by  one  or 
J  both  partifs.  The  cases  marked  L  relate  to  the 
i  treatment  of  prisoners,  for  which  measures  of  re- 
t  taliation  h^ve  not  yet  been  used  by  either  party. 
J       In  the  case  A  five  of  the  men  of  the  American 


■i  .  J 


agents  ol 


respecti-  had  been  made  less  rigid,  the  same  miti- 
gated course,  step  by  step,  was  taken  here  with 
regard  to  their  officers  and  men,  who,  in  retalia- 
tion, had   been  subjected  to  a  like  severe  treat- 
ment.    As  to  the  one  hundred  and  one  American 
seamen   sent  to   England,   as   first   slated   by  the 
the  enemy,  for  trial,  the  cause  for  so 
was  soon   after  disavowed  as  to 
hem.     As  many  British  seamen 
m  were  then  returned  to  the  ordi- 
prisoners.     There  yet  remain  eigb- 
Boston,  were  immediately  released.     The  sixth     teen  in  close  custody,  subject  to  whatever  ireat- 
•  maji  of  (he  Nautilus  has  not  yet  been  accounted     ment  the  enemy  may  use  towards  that  number  of 
?  for;  two  inen  of  the  Guerriere  are  held  as  hostages    our   seamen  of  this  class    not  satisfactorily  ac- 
Ifor  him.  counted  for. 

In  the  case  B  the  six  men  of  the  American  pri-  '  For  the  fifty-nine  American  soldiers  picked  out 
5-  ivate  armed  vessel  Sarah  Anne,  confined  at  Ja-  and  sent  to  England,  first,  on  the  plea  of  being 
'j;  maica,  aaii' threatened  with  trial,  were  given  up.  'British  deserters,  and  then  (this  having  been 
^T  As  soon  ^is!this  fact  was  made  known,  the  twelve  ,  abandoned)  that  they  had  given  themselves  upas 
■  z  ^British  sfiTTnen  net  apart  and  confined  at  Charles-  i  British  subjects,  fifiy-nine  British  soldiers  are  yet 
'^:ton  on  thi.'ir  account,  were  released  and  placed  held  in  separate  and  close  confinement. 
X  among  tl^e  prisoners  for  exchange.  I      In  the  case  G,  of  Joshua  Penny  ;  H,  of  John 

I J  In  the  case  C.  commencing  with  twenty-three  '  Swanton  ;  I.  of  Thomas  Goldsmith;  and  K,  of 
}?  prisoner 'soldiers  of  the  United  States'  Army,.  Witmore  Knaggs ;  for  the  proper  treatment  and 
I*  transporti8(|  by  the  enemy  to  England  for  trial,  safety  of  each  of  whom  a  British  prisoner  of  cor- 
*5^1on  pretext  of^  being  British  subjects,  all  the  offi-  responding  rank  and  condition  has  been  desig- 
j1  ;cer«  and  Hojdiers  designated  in  retaliation  on  either     naled  and  confined  ;  no  relaxation  having  taken 


K.- 
» 

ft 


it^side  are  yt't  held  as  hostages  ;  although  a  partial 
'*•  Irelaxatioa  has  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
i^jeray.  as  well  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  confine- 
^{ment  of  j;qme  of  our  officers,  as  in  giving  limited 
"5'paroles.  These  departures  from  the  first  meas- 
•«',•  lures  of  severity,  it  will  be  seen,  have  been  fully 
?  *  ;met  by  coire$punding  acts  of  indulgence  to  their 
^  5 (officers  similarly  situated. 

:  1  <  In  tilt  iase  D,  Thomas  King,  one  of  the  two 
jjAmerican  seamen  confined  at  Bermuda,  having, 
jiby  singular  enterprise  and  good  fortune,  effected  | 


place  on  the  other  side,  the  several  hostages  so 
designated  are  yet  held  to  answer,  respectively, 
in  their  persons,  for  the  ultimate  measures  of  the 
enemy. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have   the  honor   to 
be,  sir.  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  MASON. 

Hon.  Jas.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State. 

A. 
[Here  were  inserted  a  letter  from  Admiral  War- 


.  jihis  escape  from  the  prison^ship.  and  reached  his  J  reu  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  of  September  30, 

-  1812,  and   the  reply  thereto,  dated  October  28, 

1812 ;  for  both  of  which,  see  Appendix,  2d  Session 
12th  Congress,  page  1197.J 


\  i  'country  ag^in  in  safety,  after  navigating  the  ocean 
•  <  'for  nine  days,  alone,  in  an  open  boat,  the  two  Brit- 
,  f  isn  seamep  in  confinement  on  his  account  were 
f|om  the  condition  of  hostages.     John 


I    released 


;}  ^Stevens  bting  still  under  accusation,  in  the  hands 
''Voft 


«.  .he  eneiny,  the  two  men  selected  to  answer  for 
^|his  safety  iare  yet  so  held. 
J  *  In  the  cise  E.  ii  was  regularly  announced  dur- 
5"{ing  last  Winter,  that  Captain  Nicholls  was  then 
*~Jconsider^  by  the  enemy  as  an  ordinary  prisoner 
s  I  of  war  in  iheir  hands.  So  soon  as  it  was  known 
^'tthat  the  accusations  brought  against  him  were 
)f  \  wiihdra v<r«,  one  of  the  British  captains  allotted  to 
'<  answer.  Ill  his  person,  for  the  safety  and  proper 
V* ;-  treatmen^jof  Captain  Nicholls,  was  released  from 
^  '  confinemsenit,  and  admitted  to  parole.  The  other 
'\ ;  British  cabtain  has  been  retained  in  the  same  sort 


•is 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Admiral   Sir  John  Borlasc 
Warren  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Bermuda,  March  8,  1813. 
I  must  n.fer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of 
September,  1812,  in  which  I  slated  the  circum- 
stance of  twelve  men  belonging  to  the  Guerriere, 
taken  out  of  a  cartel  by  Commodore  Rodgers,  and 
illegally  detained,  upon  the  pretext  of  six  others, 
who  were  supposed  to  be  British  subjects,  having 
been  sent  to  the  United  Kindom  for  examination  ; 
since  that  event,  five  of  these  people,  named  in 
the  enclosed  list,  have  been  received  at  Halifax, 
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with  orders  for  ibeir  discharge.  I  therefore  re- 
quest that  you  will  communicate  these  particu- 
lars to  the  President,  in  order  that  further  direc- 
tions may  be  given  respecting  the  Guerriere's 
men,  so  long  confined  at  Boston,  and  to  obviaie 
the  other  inconveniences  which  must  inevitably 
arise  from  such  practices. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Ad- 
miral Warren,  dated 

April  16,  1813. 

It  appears  by  your  letter,  (of  the  8th  of  March 
from  Bermuda.)  thnt  five  only  of  the  seamen  that 
were  taken  on  board  the  Nautilus,  and  sent  to 
England  in  confinement,  have  b«"en  returned;  no 
account  is  given  of  the  sixth.  Orders  have  been 
issued  for  the  release  of  len  of  the  twelve  men, 
who,  on  a  principle  of  retaliation,  were  confined 
by  Commodore  Kodgers  at  Boston. 

You  will  be  sensible  that  it  will  be  impossible, 
on  that  principle,  to  discharge  the  other  two  men 
until  the  sixth  American  seamen  is  returned,  or 
such  an  explanation  given  of  the  cause  of  his  de- 
tention as.  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  regarding  the  conduct  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment towards  American  seamen  under  similar 
circumstances,  ought  lo  be  satisfactory. 


Colonel  Barclay  to  General  .Mason. 

Georgetown,  April  13,  1813. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
latter  paragraph  in  the  document  A,  which  I  had 
ihe  honor  of  enclosing  in  my  letter  to  you  of  this 
day's  date,  and  to  request  that  the  twelve  British 
prisoners  of  war  therein  mentioned,  formerly 
composing  part  of  the  crew  of  His  Majesty's  ship 
Guerriere,  and  taken  out  of  a  cartel  by  Commo- 
dore Rodgers,  may  be  included  in  the  first  ex- 
change of  prisoners  of  war.  as  five  of  the  six  de- 
tained seamen  of  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war 
Nautilus  have  been  discharged  at  Halifax  as 
American  seamen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Gen.  John  Mason,  dec. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Uie  Commiseary  General  of 
Prisonerp  to  Colonel  Thoma*  Barclay,  dated 

June  12,  1813. 

Ten  of  the  men  detained  of  the  late  British 
ship  Guerriere  were,  immediately  after  the  date 
ot  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  released  from  duress,  and 
placed  in  the  ordinary  situation  of  prisoners  of 
war;  and  the  Marshal  ol  Massachusetts  has  or- 
ders to  send  them  with  the  first  British  prisoners 
that  go  by  cartel  from  Boston,  &c. 

B. 

[Here  was  inserted  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Major  General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of 
War.  dated  Headquarters,  Charleston,  November 
4.  1812;  for  which  see  Appendix,  2d  Session  12ih 
Congress,  page  1239.] 


Mr.  Grandison  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  Nassau. 
Charleston.  November  4,  1812. 
Sir:  A  report  having  reached  me  that  six  of 
our  prisoners  are  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as 
British  subjects,  I  have  been  induced  to  retaliate, 
by  ordering  twelve  of  the  British  prisoners  to  be 
detained  as  hostages  until  the  fate  of  our  citizens 
be  known  ;  their  fate  will  decide  the  fate  of  yours. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

CY.  GRANDISON, 

United  Stateg^  Navy. 
The  CoMMANDER-iN-CniEr  at  Nassau. 

[For  the  letter  of  Captain  Moon,  dated  at  Nas- 
sau, N.  P..  October  14,  1812,  see  Appendix,  2d 
Session  12lh  Congress,  page  1239.J 


Colonel  Barclay  to  General  Maaon. 

Harlem.  June  1,  1813. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  communica- 
tion, which  took  place  some  time  in  the  Autumn 
or  Winter  preceding,  between  Mr.  Baker,  His 
Majesty's  late  agent  for  prisoners  of  war.  and  Mr. 
Monroe.  Secretary  of  Stale,  respecting  six  of  the 
crew  of  the  late  American  privateer  Sarah  Ann, 
Richard  Moon,  master,  captured  by  His  Majesty's 
sloop  Rhodiaii.  John  George  Ross.  Esq.,  com- 
mander, whose  names  are  inserted  in  the  margin, 
and  who  itappears  were  sent  to  Jamaica,  to  which 
station  the  Rhodian  belonged,  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  subjects  of  Hi»  Majesty  ;  and  I  further 
request  your  attention  to  a  letter  from  Major 
General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
"  Headquarters,  Charleston,  November  4,  1812;'' 
from  whicii  it  appears,  that  twelve  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  then  prisoners  of  war  at  Charles- 
ion,  were  held  in  prison  to  answer  lu  their  per- 
sons for  the  fate  of  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann 
privateer,  sent  to  Jamaica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Stirling,  commanding 
His  .Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  Jamaica  sta- 
tion, 10  Mr.  Simpson,  late  sub-agent  for  prisoners 
of  war  at  Charleston  ;  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  are  con- 
sidered by  the  Admiral  as  American  prisoners 
generally,  and  are  now  on  board  a  prison-ship,  in 
common  with  other  American  prisoners. 

Having  given  you  this  informaiion  with  re- 
spect to  the  SIX  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  privateer, 
I  have  to  request  you  will  take  the  necessary 
measures  to  have  the  contingent  responsibility, 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to  attach  to  the  per- 
sons («f  twelve  British  seamen,  now  in  prison  in 
Charleston,  taken  off,  and  that  they  may  be  in- 
formed thereof. 

I  understand  that  John  Gaul,  oi»e  of  the  six 
men.  was  paroled,  and  arrived  at  GeorgelowD, 
South  Carolina,  in  the  brig  Cyrus,  and  thai  he 
reported  himself  to  the  marshal,  who  informed 
Mr.  Simpson  "  that  he  had  sent  on  lo  the  Depart- 
ment of  Slate  his  parole." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason. 
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Admiral  Stirling  to  Mr.  Simpson. 
Shark,  Port  Royal.  Jamaica, 

j  March  29,  1813. 

Sir:  'Captain  Mowbray,  of  His  Majesty's  sloop 
Mo?ellci  has  juit  sent  to  me  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  yuiJ  to  htm.  and  another  to  Mr.  Cook,  of  His 
Majest)?s  late  >loop  Rhoilian.  dated  the  25ih  ulti- 
mo, resftjctinof  six  men  mentioned  in  the  margin,* 
who  weye  sent  here  from  the  Bahamas,  as  having 
been  taken  in  the  American  privateer  Sarah  Ann, 
and  supposed  to  be  subjects  of  His  Majesty;  but, 
as  no  pruof  to  what  country  they  belong  has  been 
adduced,.it  has  never  been  my  intention  to  bring 
them  to  trial,  and  they  are  at  present  on  board  of 
the  prisori-ship-j,  waiting  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 

I  am.  'ir.  yours.  &c. 

::  CHARLES  STIRLING. 

I  Vice  Admirai. 

Cha8.  R.  Simpson,  Esq. 


m 
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OmcB  Comm'ry  Gen'l  or  Pkisoners. 
J  VVabhingtg.i,  June  9,  1813. 

Sir:  1  learn  with  pleasure,  by  the  letter  you 
did  rae  the  hoijor  to  address  me  on  the  1st  instant, 
and  ihe  letter  from  Admiral  Stirling  you  have 
enclosed,  that  the  six  men  belonging  to  the  Amer- 
ican pr'vateer  Sar^h  Ann,  detained  in  October 
last,  and  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as  British 
subject*,  have  been  restored  to  the  ordinary  state 
of  prisoners  of  war.  to  wait  an  exchan2e.  and  that 
there  is  now  no  intention  to  bring  them  to  trial. 

I  Torx  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request,  sir, 
nnd  have  this  day  requested  the  Marshal  of  South 
Carolmi;  to  restore,  in  like  manner,  to  the  ordi- 
nary stane  of  prisoners  of  war.  the  twelve  British 
seamen  confined  under  the  orders  of  this  Govern- 
nient  byhim,and  to  inform  them  that  the  respon- 
sibility attached  to  their  persons  for  the  safely  of 
the  meai  of  the  Sarah  Ann  has  been  taken  off. 

I  hav^  the  h.onor  to  be,  dec. 

'■■:.  J.  MASON. 

Col.  ;Th08.  Barclay,  dec. 

C. 

Washinqton.  January  30,  1813. 

Sib:  1  think  it  ray  duty  to  lay  before  the  De- 
partmeift  that,  on  the  arrival  at  (iuebec  of  the 
Amerioap  prisnnvrs  of  war  surrendered  at  Q,ueens- 
town,  thtjy  were  mustered  and  examined  by  Brit- 
ish officep  app^ointed  to  that  duty,  and  every  na- 
tive bomof  the  United  Kingdomsof  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  sequestered  and  sent  on  board  a  ship 
of  war  thjen  in  that  harbor.  The  vessel,  in  a  few 
days  thevealter,  sailed  for  England  with  those 
persons  C'TI  board. 

Betwe;n  fifteen  and  twenty  persons  were  thus 
taken  from  us.  principally  natives  of  Ireland,  sev- 
eral of  i^viiom  were  known  by  their  platoon  offi- 
cers to  !)«^naiuifalized  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  others  to  have  been  long  residents  within  the 
same.  One,  in  particular,  whose  name  has  es- 
caped nie,  besides  having  complied  with  all    the 

•  Ed»<*rd  Dick,  Thomw  Kodgers,  Adam  Tajlor, 
John  Gdjul,  Michael  FMuck.  and  George  G.  Roberto. 


conditions  of  our  naturalization  laws,  was  repre- 
sented by  his  officers  to  have  left  a  wife  and  five 
children,  all  of  them  born  within  the  State  of 
New  York.  -^ 

I  distinctly  understOjEKl.as  well  from  the  officers 
who  caraeim_board  the  jprison-ship  for  the  above 
puroose, /4s  fronapuhees  with  whom  I  remon- 
strated pn  thissii^Wvihat  it  was  the  determina- 
tion ^rft^ie^'milish  Government,  as  expressed 
througTTSir  George  Prevo^t,  to  punish  every  maa 
whom  It  might  5-ubject  to  its  power,  found  in 
arms  against  the  British  King,  contrary  to  his  na- 
tive allegiance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

W.  SCOTT, 
Lieut.  Col.  U.  S.  2d  artillery. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


LoNDO.-*,  March  1,  1813. 

Sir  :  Annexed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Henry  Kelly,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  twenty- 
two  persons.  He  states  that  they  are  all  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  have  wives  and  chil- 
dren there  ;  that  they  were  taken  last  October, 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  that  they  were  sent  to  this 
country  because  they  were  born  within  the  Brit- 
ish dominions.     I  am,  respectfully,  dec. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

To  the  Secretary  or  State. 

O.H  BOARD  H.  M.  Ship  Namdr, 

lying  at  the  Nore.  Feb.  0,  1813. 

Sir  :  This  is  to  inform  you  of  the  under-named 
twenty-three  American  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
13th,  6ih,  and  1st  regiments  of  the  United  States' 
armies.  We  were  taken  on  the  13ih  of  October, 
in  Upper  Canada.  The  reason  of  their  sendino'  us 
twenty-three  here  is,  we  were  born  in  the  British 
dominions,  thougli  we  are  all  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States, and  have  our  wives  and  children  there. 
We  are  in  a  very  miserable  situation  for  clothing 
having  drawn  no  winter  clothes  before  we  were 
taken.  We  therefore  hope  you  will  send  us  some 
relief  to  shelter  us  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather. 

Sir,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  KELLY. 

Sir,  these  are  the  names  of  my  fellow  sufferers : 
Henry  Blaney,  George  McCammon,  John  Dol- 
ton,  Miciiael  Condin,  John  Clark,  Peter  Burr, 
Andrew  Doyle.John  McGowan.  James  Gill,  John 
Fulsum.  Patrick  McBraharty.  Matthew  Mooney, 
Patrick  Karns,  John  Fiizjerald,  John  Wiley,  Johii 
Donnelly,  John  Curry,  Nathan  Shaley,  Edward 
McGarrigan.  John  Dione,  John  Williams.  George 
Johnson. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Beasley. 


V  i 
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War  Department,  May  15^  1813. 
Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  the  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  R. 
G.  Beasley,  Esq.,  our  commissary  of  prisoners  in 
London,  by  which  it  appears,  that  twenty-three 
soldiers  of  the  1st,  6ih,  and  13ih  regiments  of  the 
United   States'  infaulry,  made   prisoners  during 
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the  last  campaign  in  Upper  Canada,  have  been 
sent  to  England  in  confinement,  as  BriiiNh 
subjects. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  commanded  to  put 
into  close  confinement  twenty-three  British  sol- 
diers, to  be  kept  as  hostages,  for  the  safe  keeping 
and  restoration  (on  exchange)  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  United  States  who  have  been  sent  as  above 
stated  to  England. 

So  soon  as  this  order  shall  have  been  executed, 
you  will  communicate  the  reasons  of  it  to  the 
British  Commander-in-chief  in  Canada. 

Very  respectfully,  dec. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

To  Major  General  Dearborn. 


HEAOaUARTERS.  MONTREAL, 

October  17.  1813. 

Sir  :  Having  transmitted  to  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the 
31st  of  May  last,  by  Major  General  Dearborn,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  "the  American  commis- 
sary of  prisoners  in  London  had  made  it  known 
to  his  Government  that  twenty-three  soldiers  of 
the  lst,6ih,and  13th  regiments  of  United  States' 
infantry,  made  prisoners,  had  been  sent  to  Eng- 
land, and  held  in  close  confinement  a>  British 
subjects,  and  that  Major  General  Dearborn  had 
received  instructions  from  his  Government  to  put 
into  close  confinement  twenty-three  British  sol- 
diers, to  be  kept  as  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping 
and  restoration,  on  exchange,  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  been  sent,  as  above 
stated,  to  England  ;  and  that,  in  obedience  to  those 
instructions,  General  Dearborn  had  put  twenty- 
three  British  soldier^  in  close  confinement,  to  be 
kept  as  hostages  ;■'  I  have  now  the  honor  of  ac- 
quainting you,  that  I  have  received  the  instruc- 
tions of  His  Maje><ty's  Government  distinctly  to 
state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  I  have  received 
the  commands  of  His  Royal  Hio;hness  the  Prince 
Regent,  forthwith  to  put  in  close  confinement 
forty-six  American  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  to  be  held  as  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  twenty-three  British  soldiers  stated  to  have 
been  put  in  close  confinement  by  order  of  the 
American  Government. 

I  have  been  directed  at  the  same  lime  to  apprize 
you,  that,  if  any  of  the  said  British  soldiers  shall 
suffer  death  by  reason  that  any  of  the  said  soldiers 
of  the  United  States,  now  under  confinement  in 
England,  have  been  found  guilty,  and  that  the 
known  law,  not  only  of  Great  Britain,  but  of 
every  independent  State,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, has  been  in  consequence  executed,  tha* 
1  have  been  further  instructed  to  select  out  of  the 
American  officers  and  non  commissioned  officers 
whom  I  shall  have  put  into  confinement, as  many 
ai  may  double  the  number  of  the  British  soldiers 
who  shall  have  been  so  unwarrantably  put  lo 
death,  and  to  cause  such  officers  and  non  coniinis- 
sioned  officers  to  suffer  death  immediately.  I  have 
been  further  instructed  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  notify  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 


Government  of  the  United  States,  that  the  com- 
manders of  His  Majesty's  armies  and  fleets  on 
the  coasts  of  America  have  received  instructions 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  unmitigated  severity 
against  all  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  against  the  inhabilanti 
thereof,  if,  after  this  communication  shall  hate 
been  made  to  you,  and  a  reasonable  time  given 
for  it?  being  transmitted  to  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, that  Government  shall  unhappily  not 
be  deterred  from  putting  to  death  any  of  the  sol- 
diers who  now  are,  or  who  may  hereafter  be,  kept 
as  hostages  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  letter 
from  Major  General  Dearborn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  considera- 
tion and  respect, your  Excellency'sobedient, hum- 
ble servant, 

GEORGE  PREVOST, 
Lt.  Gen.  and  Com'der  of  the  Force*. 

His  Exc'y  Maj.  Gen.  Wilkinson. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  James  Wilkin- 
son to  Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  Prevost. 

HEAOaUARTEHS,  GRENADIER  IsLAND, 

Norember  1,  1813. 

I  yesterday  evening  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  17th  past,  and  shall  immedi- 
ately transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States. 

1  forbear  to  animadvert  on  the  acts  of  our  supe- 
riors, whatever  may  be  their  tendency;  but  you 
must  pardon  me  for  taking  exception  to  an  ex- 
pression in  your  letter.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  cannot  be  "deterred"  by  any  con- 
siderations of  life  or  death,  of  depredations  or 
conflagration,  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  its 
duty  to  the  American  nation. 


Ofkick  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  Nov.  18,  1813. 
Sir:  This  despatch  will  be  delivered  or  for- 
warded to  you  by  Major  Richard  Graham  of  the 
army.  You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  him  all 
the  commissioned  enemy  officers  in  your  charge, 
belonging  lo  any  of  their  land  troops  not  militia, 
whether  captured  on  land  or  on  board  their  ves- 
sels. They  are  to  be  immediately  marched  under 
guard  to  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky,  and  their  sub- 
sistence monev  to  cease  from  the  time  you  so  de- 
liver them.  You  are  particularly  requested,  how- 
ever, lo  give  them  all  the  aid  in  your  power,  and 
to  see  justice  done  them  in  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts  of  their  boarding  houses,  and  in  the  de- 
livery of  iheir  baggage,  dtc.  You  will  use  the 
requisite  precautions,  in  concert  with  Major  Gra- 
ham, to  hold  up  the  disclosure  of  this  measure 
until  all  ihe  officers  designated  are  secured  by 
him.  You  will  then  inform  those  gentlemen 
that  this  measure  has  been  forced  on  us  by  the 
recent  treatment  of  our  officers  held  by  the  enemy 
in  Canada.     I  am  sir,  dec. 

J.  MASON. 

Thomas  Steele,  Esq.. 

Deputy  Marshal  of  Ohio. 
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OPf'JCE  CoMM'RY  Gen'l  of  PRiaOflERS, 

,  Washington,  Nov.  23,  1813. 

Sir  :  I^  orde^r  to  secure  a  sufficient  number  of 
hostages  |o  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  pro- 
per ireattjient  of  a  certain  number  of  American 
officers  \\0w  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  on  whom 
the  Bri(ii<h  authorities  have  recently  threatened 
to  exercfisie  a  severity  unknown  in  civilized  war- 
fare, an«1  outraging  humanity,  I  am  commanded 
by  the  President  to  instruct  you  to  place  forth- 
with in  tjlose  confinement  all  the  British  com- 
miwioncd  officers  of  every  rank  belonging  to 
their  lan<)  service,  now  prisoners  of  war  within 
your  district,  and  safely  to  hold  thera  until  fur- 
ther orders. 

By  the  -last  returns  from  your  deputy,  Mr.  Mel- 
ville, thi;«*e  are  ^upposed  to  be.  as  by  the  annexed 
listj  sixjejn  persons ;  but  be  the  number  more  or 
less,  you  iwill  understand  the  whole  are  to  be 
embract-qr  by  the  present  order. 

The  pljce  of  confinement  is  left  to  your  dis- 
cretioo  ;  4q  making  this  selection,  however,  yuu 
will  enditivor  to  ox  on  a  town  which  will  offer 
a  suffici<:nt  number  of  safe  and  decent  prison 
rooms  to  jreceive  those  officers,  without  inconve- 
aiently  crowding  them  ;  the  object  being  at  this 
time  to  jiold  tnem.  with  as  little  sutferiog  on 
their  pari-  as  can  be  done  consistent  with  security 
against  eicape,  for  ultimate  measures  dependent 
on  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  ;  and  you  are  re- 
quested, lor  the  better  ordering  of  ihe  first  ar- 
rangemeiit,  to  attend  in  person. 

By  thiij  same  mail  an  order  will  be  transmitted 
from  the  Department  of  War  to  General  Gush- 
ing, cuminanding  at  Boston,  requiring  him  to  act 
in  conceijt  with  you  on  this  occasion,  and  to  fur- 
nish a  W'll  appointed  and  adequate  guard  for  the 
purpose  i)f  securing  the  prisoners  in  the  first 
instance,«moviiig  them  to  the  place  of  confine- 
ment, «a^  there  guarding  them  in  prison. 

You  4''1  al  once  perceive,  sir,  tlial  the  service 
now  reqijired  of  you  is  of  an  important  and  deli- 
cate uaiiire.  The  President  counts  on  your  zeal 
and  disci^tion  to  execute  it  with  promptitude,  and 
such  precautions  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
escapes,  irhich  may  possibly  be  attempted  by  some, 
aithuugtr  on  parole;  to  which  end,  you  will  con- 
sult coD^eniially  with  General  Gushing.  Since, 
immediately  on  taking  them  into  close  custody, 
their  paiok's  will  be  suspended,  then  also  must 
the  subsistence  money  be  slopped,  and  you  will 
make  itr^angeruents.  in  some  regular  way  for  sup- 
plying. 1)1  as  comfortable  manner  as  the  nature 
of  the  c{jse  will  admit,  those  unfortunate  officers 
with  go|»d,  wholesome  fare,  lodging,  firing,  ice.; 
having  ijlways  regard  to  the  proper  economy. 

You  aire  particularly  requested  lo  make  as  early 
a  returif  as  possible,  alter  this  measure  is  exe- 
cuted, ol;lhe  persons  confined,  descriptive  of  name, 
to  what  corps  belonging,  rank,  place  of  nativity, 
last  plat'e  of  residence,  Jitc. 

I  havt<  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
serTant]  J.  MASON. 

Jjim4^  Prince,  Esq., 

^  Marshal  of  Massachusetts. 

{ 
] 


OfFicE  Gomm'ry  Gen'l  op  Prisonebs, 
Washington,  Nov.  24, 1823. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  you  on  the  18th  instant,*  under  cuver 
to  Major  Graham. 

In  order  to  secure  a  sufficient  number  of  host- 
ages to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  proper 
treatment  of  a  certain  number  of  American  offi- 
cers now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  on  whom 
the  British  authorities  have  recently  threatened 
to  exercise  a  severity  unknown  in  civilized  war- 
fare, and  outraging  humanity,  I  am  commanded 
by  the  President  to  instruct  you  to  place  forth- 
with in  close  confinement,  at  PVankfort,  in  your 
State,  all  the  British  officers,  of  whatever  rank, 
who  may  be  there  delivered  to  you  by  Major 
Richard  Graham  of  the  army,  as  contemplated 
in  my  letter  of  the  iSlh  instant ;  and,  for  the  bet- 
ter making  the  first  arrangements,  you  are  re- 
quested to  attend  in  person  at  the  place,  at  the  lime 
Major  Graham  shall  arrive  there  with  the  pris- 
oners. Frankfort  has  been  designated  as  the  place 
of  confinement  on  this  occasion,  because  it  was 
hoped  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  would 
accommodate  the  Government  with  rooms  in  the 
penitentiary.  The  Secret.iry  of  Stale  has  ad- 
dressed the  Governor  on  the  subject.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  make  application  to  his  Excellency 
to  that  end  in  its  behalf,  and  pray  leave  of  him  to 
occupy  in  that  building  as  many  safe  and  decent 
prison  rooms  as  may  be  sufficient  to  receive 
these  officers,  without  inconveniently  crowding 
them  ;  the  object  being  at  this  time  to  hold  them, 
with  as  little  suflering  on  their  part  as  can  be 
done  consistent  with  security  against  escape,  for 
ultimate  measures  dependent  on  the  conduct  of 
the  enemy. 

The  requisite  guard,  duly  appropriated,  will  be 
furnished  you  by  Major  Graham,  for  guarding 
the  prison.  You  will  make  arrangements,  in  the 
regular  way,  for  supplying,  in  as  comfortable  a 
manner  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit, 
these  unfortunate  officers  with  good,  wholesome 
fare,  lodging,  and  firing;  having  always  regard 
to  the  proper  economy. 

You  will  at  once  perceive,  sir,  that  the  service 
now  requested  of  you  is  of  an  important  and  del- 
icate nature.  The  President  counts  on  your  zeal 
and  discretion  to  execute  it  witli  promptitude, 
and  with  such  precautions  as  may  prevent  es- 
cape. You  are  particularly  requested  to  make  as 
early  a  return  as  possible,  after  this  measure  is 
executed,  of  the  persons  confined,  descriptive  of 
name,  to  what  corps  belonging,  rank,  place  of 
nativity,  last  place  of  residence.  Jtc. 

I  am,  sir,  <fec.  J.  MASON. 

Robert  Crockett,  Esq.,  Marshal.    » 


CoioDel  Barclay  lo  the  ComxntMary  (Jta'l  of  Pruoners- 
Harlem,  November  26,  1813. 
Sir:  [  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Lieutenant 

•  This  letter  was  a  duplicate  of  that  sent  to  Thomaa 
Steele,  Esq.,  deputy  marshal  of  Ohio. 
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General  Sir  George  Prevost,  Governor  General 
and  commanding  His  Majesty's  forces,  on  the  I 
subject  of  his  having  confined  forty-six  officers  ; 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  American  prison-  . 
ers  of  war,  in  retaliation  for  twenty-three  British 
prisoners  confined  in  prison  in  these  States,  by  ' 
order  of  this  Government. 

If  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  or  youself  to  ' 
be  possessed  of  a  copy  of  Earl  Balhursi's  letter  ' 
referred  to  in  the  enclosed  copy,  I  will  send  it 
with  pleasure.  It  has.  however,  been  published  i 
in'  the  American  new.spapers,  taken  from  those  ! 
published  in  Canada.  j 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  I 
Prevost  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay.  \ 

Montreal,  October  27.  1813. 

Sir:  I  have   the  honor   to  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  a  despatch   I  have    received  from  Earl  ! 
Bathurst,  and  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  obedience  ' 
to  the  orders  of  His  Majesty's  Government  there-  ' 
in  signified  to  me,  I  have  placed  twenty  officers 
and  twenty-six  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  ! 
American  army,  whose   names  are  enclosed,  in  j 
close  confinement.     Three  general   officers,  and  ' 
twelve  other  officers  of  different  ranks,  according 
to  the  list  herewith   transmitted,  still  remain  at 
Q,uebec,  on  parole  ;  but  the  remainder  of  the  sol-  j 
diers  and  seamen,  amounting  to  about  five  bun-  I 
dred  men,  I  have  thought  fit  to  send  to  Halifax,  i 
not  having  the  means  of  providing  for  them  du-  I 
ring  the  Winter.  | 

Regretting,  as  I  sincerely  do,  this  necessary  act 
of  severity  and   retaliation,  wliich   I  have  com-  : 
muuicated  to  Major  General  Wilkinson,  I  have  I 
thought  fit  to  apprize  you  of  it,  that  you  may,  | 
should  any  representation  be  made  to  you  upon  ' 
the  subject,  be  enabled  to  point  out  to  the  Amer-  ' 
ican  Government  the  cause  Qf  it,  and  the  means  { 
in  Its  power  of  relieving  those  who  are  suffering 
from   it.  by  the    immediate  discharge  from  con- 
finement  of  the    twenty-three    British    soldiers, 
prisoners  of  war,  so  unjustly  imprisoned. 


ernraent,  as  now  communicated,  ordered  forty-six 
British  officers  into  close  confinement,  who  will 
be  immediately  put  to  death  in  case  of  the  put- 
ting to  death  of  the  forty-six  American  officers 
and  noncommissioned  officers  ordered  into  close 
confinement  until  it  shall  be  known  that  the  for- 
ty-six American  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  in  question  are  no  longer  confined. 

1  am  further  commanded  by  ihe  President  to 
advise  you,  for  the  information  of  your  Govern- 
ment, tiiat  in  the  event  of  any  proceedings  of  the 
British  commanders  on  our  coast  against  the  in- 
habitants thereof,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war 
observed  among  civilized  nations,  as  threatened 
in  your  communication  of  the  17th  of  October, 
the  United  States  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
means  in  their  power  for  such  exemplary  retali- 
ations as  may  produce  a  return  to  those  legiti- 
mate modes  of  warfare,  from  which  no  other  con- 
sideration than  the  necessity  imposed  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  could  ever  induce  them  to 
depart. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  Prevost. 

HEADttUARTERs,  Malone,  Dec.  3,  1813. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  1st  ultimo.  I 
apprized  you  that  your  communication  of  the 
17th  of  October  last  had  been  transmitted  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  result. 

In  a  recent  communication  from  the  War  De- 
partment, I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to 
make  known  lo  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter,  and 
for  the  information  of  your  Government,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  adhering  un- 
alterably to  the  principle  and  purpose  declared  in 
the  communication  ol  General  Dearborn  to  you, 
on  the  subject  of  the  twenty-three  American  sol- 
diers, prisoners  of  war,  sent  to  England  to  be 
tried  as  criminals,  and  the  confinement  of  a  like 
number  of  British  soldiers,  prisoners  of  war,  se- 
lected to  abide  the  fate  of  the  former,  has,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  step  taken  by  the  British  Gov- 
I3th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 67 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Prevost,  com- 
manding the  British  forces  in  Canada,  to  Major 
General  Wilkinson. 

Heaoqcarters,  Montreal, 

December  11,  1813:  , 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  iionor  to  receive  your 
Excellency's  despatches  of  the  3d  and  4th  in- 
stant. In  communicating  to  your  Excellency, 
in  my  letter  of  the  17th  of  October  last,  the  re- 
taliating measure  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  been  compelled  to  adopt,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  imprisonment,  by  Major  General 
Dearborn,  of  twenty-three  British  soldiers,  as 
hostages  for  as  many  natural  born  subjects  of 
His  Majesty  found  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  arms  against  their  native  country,  I 
had  enteriained  the  hope  that  the  American 
Government  would  have  been  induced  to  aban- 
don a  principle  not  recognised  by  any  of  the  other 
civilized  nations  of  the  world,  and  against  which, 
when  attempted  to  be  put  in  practice,  they  have 
all  invariably  resisted. 

1  regret  to  find  myself  disappointed  in  this 
ju.st  expectation,  by  the  communication  made  by 
your  Excellency  of  the  determination  of  your 
Government  unalterably  to  adhere  to  the  prin- 
ciple and  purpose  declared  in  the  letter  of  Major 
General  Dearborn  of  the  31bt  of  May  last,  and  of 
its  having,  in  consequence,  directed  forty-six 
British  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  closely 
confined  until  the  forty-six  American  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers,  now.  closely  confined 
a'.  Quebec  as  hostages,  shall  be  released. 

This  step  on  ihe  pan  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  leaves  me  no  other  alternative  but 
that  of  directing,  and  which  I  have  accordingly 
done,  the  whole  of  the  American  officers  (inclu- 
ding the  general  officers)  now  on  their  parole  in 
these  provinces,  to  be  immediately  placed  in 
close  confinement;  and  I  have  further  to  ac- 
quaint your  Excellency,  ihai  it  is  my  determi- 
nation to  put  into  close  confinement  every  Amer- 
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>5can  ofl5fci?r  who  shall  hereafter  fall  into  my 
I  jXJwer,  {o  the  number  of  forty-six,  inclusive  of 
^  a  hose  wljo  haJ  been  conliDed  previous  to  the  re- 
f  -ceipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter,  and  so  to  keep 
t  them  condned  until  I  shall  receive  the  further 
tvi  %lirectioos'of  His  Majesty's  Government  on  this 
*  subject. 


'":  |f  xtract  af  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
>J  Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  Prevost,  command- 
*  *    log  tbe,I^ritisb  forces  in  Canada,  dated 

^,'  H»ADQUAKTER3,  MaLONE,  DcC.  20,  1813. 

ii    Sir:  Yoxxx  Excellency's  letter  of  the  11th  in- 

*^(ant   reached  my   oulpust,  on    Chateaugai,  the 

-  ^'vening  o|'  the  ISth,  and  came  to  my  hand  yes- 

Jerday.   '  • 

-.  i   I  regrfclkhe  resolution  you  have  adopted  in  re- 

-ripect  to  the  retaliatory  system  forced  on  the  Ei- 

t'J-cutive  of  the  United  States  by  the  resurrection 

,  if  dorraarit  pretensions  which  had  ceased  for  a 

T  long  lime  io  torment  mankind,  and  which  (your 

/Excelleqcv   will  pardon   the  observation)  have 

^  lot  beea  ipvariably  asserted  by  the  British  Gov- 

»    rnment.     Several  instances  might  be  quoted  to 

;;iiupport  ilip  fact;  but  I  will  trespass  the  reraark- 

;■  jible  case  (if  the  late  Major  General  Charles  Lee 

J  X)nly  on  yijur  Excellency's  attention,  because  it  is 

V  tnost  direfcily   in   point.     Some    time   after    the 

~  capture  b^  that  officer  by  Colonel  Harcourl.  his 

;"  Exchange  '  was  demanded  by  Congress,  and   re- 

.-Tused  byj  the  British  commander  on  the  express 

^erounds.lbr  which  you  now  contend  ;  in  conse- 

s^iuence  ^fwhich.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell, 

^  of  the  ieyenty-6rst  regiment,  and  five  Hessian 

»i  field  offictirs,  were  thrown  into  ignominious  cou- 

•jfinemeut,  hs  hostages  for    his   safely;  and   here 

i  jhe  contta  terminated — the  British  Government 

.'^  irielding;  ^ts  pretensions,  and  admitting  General 

'  *  J-iee  to  be!  exchanged  as  an  ordinary  prisoner  of 

»>  'war.     Bui  while  I  deplore  the  course  you   have 

t  Tuarked   (|ut  for  your  conduct,  I  should  fail   in 

^  ^ourtesy  \i  I  did   not  acknowledge   my   obliga 

>» 
It 


tions  to  you  for  the  candid  avowal  of  your  inten- 


^  tions  in  respect  to  the  American  officers  who 
^  may  herepfter  fall  into  your  hands,  because  this 
i  -avowal  Will,  I  flatter  myself,  constitute  their 
j^  '.safeguari^againsl  imprisonment. 

f :  


% 


%\ 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Tboma^  Barclay  to 
the  Commisiiary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

Harle.m,  December  15,  1S13. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy 
»  (lof  a  letter  received  yesterday  from  Lieutenant 
4  -Colonel  Grant,  of  the  militia  of  Lower  Canada, 
L*  dated  from  the  jail  at  Worcester;  and  I  have  to 
» ^request  you  will  inform  me  for  whom  the  nine 
^  ^British  officers  and  the  volunteer  mentioned  there- 
w  .  in  have  been  placed  in  a  more  than  ordinary 
.T  state  of  strict  retaliatory  confinement.  I  had  un- 
derstood" from  you.  that  the  officers  and  men  on 
^  whom  you  intended  to  retaliate  for  the  fifty-nine 
:m  soldiers  $int  to  England,  and  the  forty-six  placed 
^  in  close  confinement,  by  way  of  retaliation,  by 
f-  his  Excrllency  Sir  George  PrtSvost,  were  those 


I 


at  Newport  and  Chilicothe  ;  and  I  am  certaia 
that  the  officers  now  in  jail  at  Worcester,  who 
are  a  part  of  the  British  troops  captured  by  Com- 
modore Chauncey  on  Lake  Ontario,  are  a  part  of 
the  British  prisoners  you  promised  me  should  be 
sent  from  Salem,  in  return  for  the  military  pris- 
oners now  daily  expected  from  Nova  Scotia. 
Why  your  original  plan  has  been  changed,  and 
what  British  prisoners  are  intended  to  be  released 
by  you  and  sent  to  Halifax  for  the  Americans 
expected  at  Salem,  are  questions  to  which  I  en- 
treat your  answer.  I  beg  also  to  be  informed  on 
what  principles  you  have  directed  restrictions, 
independent  of  the  strictest  imprisonment,  to  be 
exercised  on  them;  and  whether  they  receive  the 
usual  allowance  of  three  shillings  sterling  per 
day.  These  are  important  questions  to  be  re- 
solved, and  admit  not  of  my  being  kept  ia  sus- 
pense. 


Worcester  Jail,  December  6,  1813. 

Sir:  From  the  tenor  of  your  letter  of  the  22d 
of  October,  addressed  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  My- 
ers, I  was  led  to  expect  that  an  arrangement  for 
the  mutual  exchange  of  prisoners  had  been  made 
between  the  two  Governments,  by  which  the 
British  prisoners  then  in  the  United  Stales  were 
to  be  immediately  marched  to  Burlington  for 
that  purpose.  On  application  to  the  deputy 
marshal  at  Pitlsfield,  I  was  informed  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General 
of  Prisoners,  instructing  him  that  all  prisoners 
taken  after  the  5th  of  October  were  to  be  ex- 
changed by  the  way  of  Halifax.  It  was  in  vain 
I  complained  of  the  unreasonableness  of  this 
measure.  I  was  informed  that  the  arrangement 
was  decisive,  and  that  a  cartel  was  expected 
from  Halifax  in  a  short  time  for  that  purpose. 

Finding  that  it  would  be  useless  to  make  any 
further  remoobtrance,  I  proceeded  lo  Worcester 
on  my  parole,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  which,  I  was  in- 
formt'd.  would  shortly  off'er  for  my  exchange.  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  an 
order  from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  I 
have,  with  the  undermentioned  officers,  been 
placed  in  close  confinement,  notwiihstanding  the 
assurances  which  have  been  so  frequently  made 
me  of  my  being  exchanged,  without  any  regard 
to  my  being  a  militia  officer,  and  the  only  in- 
stance of  the  kind  which  has  presented  itself  du- 
ring the  war,  that  of  a  militia  officer  beino"  even 
detained  in  the  United  States. 

Major  Villelte,  Captain  Zehender, 

Lieutenant  Decenter,  ^ 

Lieutenant  Manuel,     S  De  Waiteville's, 

Lieutenant  Duval.       ) 

Lieutenant  Steele.  89ih  regiment, 

Lieutenant  Carter,  royal  artillery, 

Mr.  .Morris,  volunteer,  royal  artillery, 

Dep.  Asst.  Com.  Gen.  J.  C.  Green. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  obedient  ser- 
vant. C.  WM.  GRANT, 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  M  L.  C. 

Thomas  Barclay,  Esq. 
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Harle.m,  December  21,  1813. 
Sir:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  15th  current, 
I  stated,  in  addition  to  other  matters,  the  more 
than  ordinary  severity  of  the  treatment  Colonel 
Grant  and  the  nine  other  British  prisoners,  com- 
mitted to  Worcester  jail  by  the  Marshal  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, experienced.  I  am  since  informed 
that,  in  order  to  render  their  situation  still  more 
unpleasant,  they  have,  with  the  exception  of  one. 
been  deprived  of  their  servants,  who  have  been 
marched  to  Boston  or  Salem  as  prisoners;  and 
that  their  confinement,  in  every  other  respect,  is 
the  reverse  of  what  gentlemen,  even  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  ought  to  experience.  I  hope  this 
treatment  and  privation  have  been  exercised 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment. 

The  treatment  which  the  American  officers  in 
close  confinement  within  His  Majesty's  colonies 
receive,  is  very  different,  and  in  every  particular 
as  liberal  and  comfortable  as  the  nature  of  iheir 
imprisonment  will  permit.  In  proof  of  this,  I 
enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  published  some  days 
since  in  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  purporting  to 
be  a  letter  from  a  captain  in  the  United  States' 
service,  a  prisoner  in  Quebec,  to  his  father.  The 
letter,  I  consider,  bears  strong  marks  of  authen- 
ticity. 

Having  stated  the  treatment  that  British  pris- 
oners in  these  Stales,  and  American  prisoners  in 
His  Majesty's  dominions,  both  placed  in  strict 
confinement  on  retaliatory  principles,  receive,  it 
rests  with  your  Government  to  procure  a  contin- 
uation of  the  same  comforts  and  conveniences  to 
its  prisoners  which  they  now  enjoy,  by  imme- 
diately directing  tkat  similar  indulgences  be  ex- 
tended to  British  subjects  in  these  States  under 
similar  circumstances;  or  to  compel  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  lo  direct  that  the  same  severity 
be  exercised  towards  American  prisoners  whicn 
His  Majesty's  subjects  experience  under  their 
confinement  in  these  States. 

Should  your  Government,  upon  this  represen- 
tation, think  proper  to  adopt  the  former  of  these 
alternatives,  you  will  be  pleased  to  return  me  the 
enclosed  letter.  On  the  contrary,  should  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  severity  and  privation  be  consid- 
ered necessary  on  the  part  of^  the  United  States, 
permit  me  to  request  that  you  will  do  me  the 
favor  to  forward  the  enclosed  letter,  by  a  flag  of 
truce,  to  his  excellency  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
George  Prevost. 

A  return  of  the  servants  to  the  officers  is  neces- 
sary, or  at  leasi  in  the  proportion  of  one  servant 
to  two  officers.  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
questing an  answer  to  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir.  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,  <tc. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prijioners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

Washington,  December  26,  1813. 
Sir:  In    reply  to  your   inquiries  of  the    15th 
instant,   relative  to   Lieutenant  Colonel  Grant, 


and  other  British  officers,  confined  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  (first  reminding  you,  as  you 
have  before  been  apprized,  that  it  has  been  uni- 
formly the  practice  of  this  Government,  in  mat- 
ters of  retaliation,  to  execute  the  measure  in- 
tended before  any  official  communication  was 
made.)  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  these 
officers  have  been  so  placed,  lo  answer,  in  part, 
for  the  safety  and  proper  treatment  of  the  forty- 
six  American  officers,  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned, confined  in  the  common  jail  at 
Q,uebec,  a  measure  announced  as  determined  on 
by  the  letter  of  ihe  17th  October,  from  General 
Sir  George  Prevost  to  Major  General  Wilkinson, 
the  execution  of  which  was  made  known  lo  me 
by  your  letter  of  the  26th  November.  Orders 
have  been  given  for  the  confinement  of  other 
British  commissioned  officers  m  Ma>sachusetts 
and  elsewhere,  lo  the  number  of  forty-six,  includ- 
ing those  named  by  you,  for  the  same  purpose. 
So  soon  as  the  returns  shall  be  received,  they  will 
be  communicated  to  you. 

The  reply  to  your  inquiry,  on  what  principle 
restrictions  have  been  directed,  independent  of 
the   strictest    imprisonment,   to   be  exercised  on 
your  officers,   is.  that   none  such   have  been  di- 
rected ;  and  as  to  what  you  term  more  than  ordi- 
nary state  of  strict  retaliatory  confinement,  since 
you   have  not  been  pleased  to  furnish  me  with 
any  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  our  officers 
have   been  treated  in  their  jail,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  enter  now  upon  that  part  of  the  subject. 
1  will   assure    you,    however,   that   orders  were 
given  to  show  to  your  officers,  whose  close  con- 
finement has  been  made  necessary  by  a  previous 
act  of  your  Government,  all  the  mildness,  and  to 
afford    them  all    the  accommodation  consistent 
with  their  unfortunate  situation;  and   that  the 
requisite  inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  intention  of  this  Government.  The 
paroles  of  these  officers  having  been  suspended,  iu 
lieu  of  the  ihree  shillings  sterling  per  day,  directions 
were  given  to  supply  their  tables  with  good,  plain 
fare,  and    their   rooms  with   sufficient  fuel  and 
comfortable  bedding;  and,  from  the  character  of 
the  marshal  in  whose  custody  they  are,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  this  has  been  done. 

You  could  never  have  understood  from  me,  sir, 
that  a  was  intended  to  retaliate,  at  any  given 
place,  for  the  violent  conduct  of  your  Govern- 
ment in  placing  in  jail  forty-six  of  our  officers  at 
Quebec.  This  highly  offensive  and  novel  pro- 
cedure was  not  known  in  this  country  at  the 
time  you  last  left  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
you  will  find  nothing  written  from  me  to  that 
effect.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  British  officers 
now  imprisoned  at  Worcester,  in  Massachusetts, 
to  whom  you  allude,  make  part  of  the  trcops  I 
proposed  should  have  been  sent  to  Halifax,  by 
return  of  the  British  cartel  which  you  engaged 
should  bring  over  to  Salem,  from  that  place,  such 
of  our  land  troops  as  had  been  carried  there  from 
Quebec ;  nor  is  there  less  doubt  that  the  forty-six 
American  officers,  a  ll^st  of  whom  you  have  fur- 
nished me  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  November, 
are  part  of  the  American  prisoner  troops  you  en- 
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iged  w\\\\  me  should  be  immediately  released 
tiova.  Canaija;  the  soldiers  and  non-commissioned 
Vi^cers  to  tje  delivered  on  the  lines,  and  the  com- 
i^issioned  (jfficers  to  be  paroled,  to  return  directly 
'i|h  the  rec«^tion  of  your  despatches  by  your  com- 
g»andiDg  officer  in  Canada,  in  return  for  a  like 
jLmber  to :  be  released  to  you;  with  which  ar- 
ivigeraent  'your  commanding  General  in  Canada 
'>^s  refuse(i  to  comply,  even  as  to  those  he  yet 
lipids  there. uninterfered  with  by  retaliatory  raeas- 
[res.  WhOn  your  cartel  shall  arrive  from  Hali- 
i*x  with  Aoierican  prisoners,  I  shall  have  from 
[l^e  adjacejjt  depots  a  corresponding  number  of 
Jlrilish  prisoners  to  be  returned  by  her.  But  in 
» fje  uncertiiinty  of  a  disposition  according  with 
itjur  arran:;ements.  as  evinced  by  the  late  eiperi- 
anent  in  Canada,  it  is  certainly  best  for  your  pris- 
5|iers,  and  most  prudent  on  my  part,  that  they 
jjiould  no:  be  removed  until  we  are  more  cer- 
^Ainly  informed  of  the  coming  of  our  prisoners. 


Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washington.  Dec.  26,  1813. 


<\ 

»  »  Sir:  In  your  letter  of  the  26lh  ultimo.  Irans- 
^Jitting  co^iy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Prevost 
;  if  the  27th  October,  and  a  list  of  forty-six  Ameri- 
33in  officers  confiijed  in  jail  at  Q,uebec.  you  offer 
?^  furnish,  if  desired,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
•jfarl  Battjurst  to  Sir  George  Prevost;  as  that 
4caper  fori;is  part  of  the  documents  in  the  case  to 
^'which  yoir  communication  has  reference,  I  will 
>^fhank  you  to  send  it  to  me. 

Return  1  of  all  the  prisoners,  confined  in  relali- 
tion  in  tius  country,  shall  be  sent  you  as  soon  as 

ey  can  be  madf  complete.     I  have,  dec. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  TbTomas  Barclay,  &c. 


must  see  the  impossibility  of  making  them  as 
comfortable  as,  from  their  habits  and  rank  in  life, 
would  be  otherwise  desirable.  But  that  they 
have  been  treated  with  unnecessary  severity  is 
positively  denied,  as  having  been  in  any  degree 
directed  or  countenanced  by  the  Government,  nor 
is  it  believed  as  practised  by  the  officer  in  whose 
charge  lliey  are.  You  might,  sir,  at  least,  on  this 
occasion,  have  refrained  from  attributing  unwor- 
thy motives.  If  their  servants  have  been  with- 
drawn, they  shall  be  restored  so  soon  as  it  is  as- 
certained that  our  officers,  closely  confined,  re- 
ceive that  accommodation.  It  is  the  intention  of 
this  Government  to  make  their  situation  in  every 
respect  similar  lo  that  of  our  officers  held  in  pris- 
on, and,  to  that  end.  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  re- 
ceive from  you  any  information  you  may  be  able 
to  communicate;  but  you  must  permit  me,  sir,  to 
say,  that  we  cannot  take  the  anonymous  news- 
paper paragraphs  you  have  sent  for  authority  on 
that  subject. 

You  will  remark,  sir,  by  the  documents  sent 
you  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  that  Colonel  Gard- 
ner, our  agent  at  Q,uebec.  has  been  refused  per- 
mission 10  visit  them;  he  may,  therefore,  not 
have  been  able  to  give  me  any  information  about 
their  situation.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Bauclay,  Sec. 


!ln  ja 
leen 
n  re 
re  s( 


Ofik.e  Ccmm'ry  Gen'l  of  PRiaoNERs, 
;  Washington,  Dec.  29,  1813. 

Sir  :  In*  answe,r  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  inst.. 
beg  leav{!  to  asi^u.-e  you,  that  it  is  very  far  from 
Ihe  inteiit-ton  of  this  Government,  or  the  desire  of 
jny  of  it?  officers  charged  with  that  painful  ser- 
vice, to  cnuse  to  be  felt  by  British  officers  con- 
ined  in  rietaliation  for  the  American  officers  put 
jail  int  Quebec,  more  inconvenience  than  has 
madi'  necesjiary  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy 
regardjto  our  officers,  on  whose  account  they 
so  heU. 
\,\  Before iyou  advanced  such  a  declaration  as  the 
jT following:  "I  am  since  informed  that,  in  order 
f  io  render  their  situation  still  more  unpleasant. 
Mhey  hav»-,  with  the  exception  of  one,  been  de- 
^iirived  of  their  servants,  who  have  been  marched 
\io  Boston,  or  Salem,  as  prisoners;  and  that  their 
f  confinemt-nt,  in  every  other  respect,  is  the  reverse 
*  j^f  what  aentlernen,  even  under  the  sentence  of 
j*  ileaih,  oxight  to  experience.  I  hope  this  treat- 
*.itneni  ar^dfprivaiion  have  been  exercised  without 
y,lihe  knowjledge  of  the  American  Government;" 
*'fu  is  to  Ve< regretted  that  you  had  not  taken  pains 
4  »io  have  l^een  better  informed.  The  unfortunate 
■':^s>'u»tiop!of  these  gentlemen  is  sincerely  to  be 
lamenttd";  wheii  confined  in  a  jail,  however,  you 


I,  Timothy  Whiting,  of  Lancaster,  in  thecounty 

of  Worcester,  do  testify  and  say,  that  being  at 
Worcester  on  the  day  of  the  commitment  of  the 

British  officers,  (meaning  those  who  had  been  at 
Worcester  on  parole,)  I  heard  the  marshal  direct 
Doctor  Lincoln  fhis  reputed  a^ent  for  taking  care 
of  prisoners)  to  oe  particularly  careful,  and  see 
that  they  were  treated  with  great  humanity,  and 
well  provided  with  good  ana  wholesome  provis- 
ions, bedding,  &c.  The  marshal  appeared  very 
solicitous  that  the  humanity  of  the  United  States 

I  should  not  suffer  from  any  neglect  in  this  respect ; 

I  and  he  observed  to  Doctor  Lincoln,  that  by  the 
cartel  three  shillings  sterling  per  day  was  al- 
lowed to  each  gentleman  for  subsistence,  and  be 
presumed  there  would  be  no  objection  to  his  al- 
lowing to  the  extent  of  four  dollars  per  week; 
that  it  was  not  intended  that  these  officers  should 
be  served  with  prison  beds,  as,  for  this  additional 
sum,  the  jailor  would  provide  good,  comfortable 
beds  for  them.  This  was  fully  acquiesced  in  by 
Doctor  Lincoln  and  myself,  and  our  official  situ- 
ation, as  county  officers  connected  with  the  jail, 
enabled  us  to  know,  and  to  state  to  the  marshal, 
that  It  was  in  the  power  of  the  jailer  to  furnish 
as  good  bedding  as  is  generally  found  in  the  best 
public  houses  in  Worcester,  and  we  had  no  doubt 
of  the  jailer's  humane  disposition.  These  obser- 
vations were  made  to  the  marshal,  from  the  soli- 
citude he  di>>covered  to  have  the  officers  treated 
with  all  the  kindness  and  attention  which,  he 
said,  he  thought  was  due  to  men  so  peculiarly 
situated  as  these  officers  were,  and  which  could 
be  done  consistent  with  their  safe  keeping. 

TIMOTHY  WHITING. 
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Lancaster,  Jan.  24,  1814. 
Worcester,  m. 

Then  Timothy  Whiting,  Esq.,  personally  ap 
peared,  and  made  solemn  oath  to  the  above  dep 
osition  by  him  subscribed. 

Before  rae,  JOSIAH  FLAGG, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Extract  of  ■  letter  from  Colonel  Barclay  to  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Prisoners. 

January  6,  1814. 
Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  26lh  ultimo, 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  Earl  IBathursi's  letter  to  Lieu- 
tenant General  Six  George  Prevost  of  the  12th 
of  August. 

Downing  Street,  Aug.  12,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  bad  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
despatch  No.  66,  of  the  6th  June,  enclosing  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  your  Excellency  by  Major  Gen- 
eral Dearborn.  In  this  letter  it  is  stated  that  the 
American  Commissary  of  Prisoners  in  London 
had  made  it  known  to  his  Government,  that 
twenty-three  soldiers,  of  the  first,  sixth,  and  thir- 
teenth regiments  United  States'  infantry,  made 
prisoners,  had  been  sent  to  England,  and  held  in 
close  confinement  as  British  subjects;  and  that 
Major  General  Dearborn  had  received  instruc- 
tions from  his  Government  to  put  into  close  con- 
finement twenty-three  British  .soldiers,  to  be  kept 
as  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping  and  restoration, 
in  exchange,  of  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
who  had  been  sent,  as  above  stated,  to  England  ; 
and  General  Dearborn  apprizes  you,  that,  in  obe- 
dience to  those  instructions,  he  had  put  twenty- 
three  British  soldiers  in  close  confinement,  lo  be 
kept  as  hostages. 

The  persons  referred  to  in  this  letter  were  sol- 
diers serving  in  the  American  army,  taken  pris- 
oners at  Q,ueenstown,  and  sent  home  by  you,  that 
they  mi^ht  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  pleas- 
ure of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
they  having  declared  themselves  to  be  British 
born  subjects.  Your  Excellency  has  been  di- 
rected to  send  home  the  necessary  evidence  upon 
this  point,  and  they  are  held  m  custody  to  under- 
go a  legal  trial. 

You  will  lose  no  time  in  communicating  to 
Major  General  Dearbon  that  you  have  transmit- 
ted home  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  you,  and  that  you 
are,  in  consequence,  instructed  distinctly  to  state 
to  him  that  you  have  received  the  commands  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  forth- 
with to  put  in  close  confinement  forty-six  Ameri- 
can officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  to  be 
held  as  hostages  for  the  safekeeping  of  the  twen- 
ty-three British  soldiers  stated  to  have  been  put 
in  close  confinement  by  order  of  the  American 
Government ;  and  you  will,  at  the  same  time,  ap- 
prize him  that,  if  any  of  the  said  British  soldiers 
shall  suffer  death,  by  reason  that  the  soldiers  now 
under  confinement  here  have  been  found  guilty, 
and  that  the  known  law,  not  only  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, but  of  every  independent  State,  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  has  been  in  consequence  exe- 


cuted, you  have  been  instructed  to  select  out  of 

the  American  officers  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, whom  you  shall  have  put  into  close  confine- 
ment, as  many  as  may  double  the  number  of  Brit- 
ish soldiers  who  shall  have  been  so  unwarrant- 
ably put  to  death,  and  cause  such  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  to  suffer  death  imme- 
diately. 

And  you  are  further  instructed  to  notify  to  Ma- 
jor General  Dearborn,  that  the  commanders  of 
His  Majesty's  armies  and  fieets  on  the  coasts  of 
America  have  received  instructions  to  prosecute 
the  war  with  unmitigated  severity  against  all 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  against  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
if,  after  this  communication  shall  have  been  duly 
made  to  Major  General  Dearborn,  and  a  reason- 
able time  given  for  its  being  transmitted  to  the 
American  Government,  that  Government  shall 
unhappily  not  be  deterred  from  putting  to  death 
any  of  the  soldiers  who  now  are,  or  who  may 
hereafter  be,  kept  as  hostages,  for  the  purposes 
^taled  in  the  letter  from  Major  General  Dearborn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

BATHURST. 

To  Sir  George  Prevost,  Bart.  <fc. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 

Washington,  Jan.  26,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  extracts 
of  letters  lately  received  from  Colonel  Gardner, 
American  agent  for  prisoners  in  Canada,  to  wit: 
one  of  the  25th  of  November  and  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  him  of  the  10th 
of  December,  accompanied  by  copies  of  a  cor- 
respondence between  him  and  General  Glasgow, 
to  say.  of  the  3th  and  9th  of  December  from  Col- 
onel Gardner,  and  of  the  9th  and  10th  from  Gen- 
eral Glasgow. 

By  these  you  will  perceive  that  now  the  Ame- 
rican agent  is  barred  altogether  from  visiting  any 
prisoner  in  confinement,  and  that  when  he  is  per- 
mitted even  to  go  into  the  lower  town  of  Q,uebec, 
where  no  prisoners  are  held,  to  purchase  any  ar- 
ticles or  transact  any  business  for  them,  he  is 
guarded  and  restricted  to  a  few  hours. 

In  consequence  of  the  last  paragraph  of  the  let- 
ter from  Colonel  Gardner  of  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  the  relaxation  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer in  Canada,  towards  some  of  our  officers,  I  hare 
with  pleasure  found  myself  enabled  to  ameliorate, 
in  a  deg^ree,  the  situation  of  your  officers  of  cor- 
responding rank.  I  have  instructed  the  Marshal 
of  Kentucky  to  offer  to  the  British  field  officers 
now  confined  at  Frankfort  a  parole,  restricting 
them  to  such  houses  and  their  premises  as  they 
can  most  conveniently  be  located  in;  in  this  or- 
der I  have  included  Majors  Chambers  and  Muir 
understanding  that  they  are  majors  by  brevet,  and 
Captain  Crowther,  because  he  has  his  family  with 
him;  to  his  lady  and  two  small  children,  who,  I 
understand,  compose  his  family,  I  have  directed 
to  be  paid  subsistence  equal  to  one  and  a  half  of 
the  sum  of  the  allowance  to  officers  of  the  rank 
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'.  uf  her  hufband.  lO  wit:  at  the  rate  of  four  shil- 
i  ?4^?'  *"<!  siixpence  sterlinsr  per  day. 
^trl  enclose  you  a  list  of  all  the  officers  now  con- 
^  igped  in  rh^  State  of  Kentucky  ;  so  soon  as  I  can 
:>tceiTe  tn«t  report?  from  the  other  marshals,  they 
;'ifcall  be  fu}-nished. 

?  ;tittract  of  i  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay 
_. ''i  the  CommiMary  General  of  Prisoners. 

""*  Jancarv  27,  1814. 


to 


•^(1  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that,  if  it  is  the 
«^\sh  of  vo^r  Government  to  release  the  whole  or 
n<ipart  of  ih^  officers  and  men  now  in  confinement 
)i  retaliatury  measures,  on  its  releasing  British 
{^isoners  s<)  confioed,  a  similar  number  of  Ameri- 


n  prisoners  under  the  same  kind  of  confine- 
itipnt,  and  of  the  same  rank,  shall  be  forthwith 
^(|eased  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  be  suc- 
iifided  by  i^n  immediate  exchange. 


\ 


fittxtct  of  n  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
'  -'  Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 

5»  Februarv  3,  1814. 

«,'»la  your  letter  o{  the  27th  of  January,  you  state 
;i)kat  you  are  directed  to  acquaint  me,  that  if  it  is 
■^^e  wish  01  this  Government  to  release  the  whole 
4*  a  part  of  the  olficers  and  men  now  in  confine- 
ii^ent  on;  lieialiatmry  measures,  on  the  release  of 
'liritish  psn*;oners  so  confined,  a  similar  number  of 
^merican  prisoners  under  the  same  kind  of  con- 
tijiement,  and  of  the  same  rank,  shall  be  forthwith 
jj;(*leased  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 
.-'Uf  you  mean  that  all  officers  and  men,  prison- 
i^  of  war.  on  either  side,  who  have  been  confined 
iti  retaliation,  or  for  whose  confinement  measures 
f  f  retaliaiiyn  havr  been  resorted  to,  shall  now  be 
•fdletsed  b)^  both  Governments,  your  proposition 
Jn^U  be  promptly  assented  to;  or  if  it  is  meant 
t^Al  leaving  in  each  case  which  has  occurred, 
^^ose  who  constituted  the  first  step  of  rigorous 
^nfineraent  on  each  side,  to  stand  the  one  desig- 
laiition  against  the  other,  and  to  release  all  others 
jcld  in  re<aliatioo  by  either  nation,  it  will  be  as 
adily  agjteed  to,  and  stipulated  that  exchanges 
It  those  s:;  released,  according  to  rank  and  equiv- 
alent, shafe  imme«liately  follow, 
i  If  I  havli"  undeiistood  you  correctly  as  to  either 

§'ode  of  j^roceeding  on  this  important  subject, 
im  instnjcied,  sir,  to  inform  you  that  this  Gov- 
nment  will  entrr  with  the  least  possible  delay 
<4i  such  arrangements  as  may  be  found  best  cal- 
culated t^  i^elieve  the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate 
^rsons  iniplicated  on  both  sides. 


^xtract  of  ♦  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
•1      the  C<Haamissa/y  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

il  February  10,  1814. 

r.;  Your  loiter  of  the  4th  instant  I  have  received. 
:f  had  hoptjd  1  had  expressed  myself  with  so  raucb 
•Verspicufiy  in  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  January, 
:^^iiat  my  i^ieaning  would  have  been  perfectly  un- 
derstood; tiy  you. 
xl  ^^  y^^Y     ^^'^'ti^  iliai  letter,  you  will  find 

i! 


the  proposal  therein  contained  to  relate  to  a  gen- 
eral exchange  of  all  the  prisoners  of  war,  includ- 
ing those  under  confinement  on  retaliatory  prin- 
ciples. In  answer  to  your  question,  whether  it 
was  intended  to  include  in  my  propo.<<al  to  you 
'•  those  for  whose  confinement  measures  of  retal- 
iation have  b<?en  resorted  to."  I  beg  leave  to  say 
it  was  not. 

With  respect  to  characters  of  that  description, 
I  have  no  authority  to  make  any  proposition. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Thomas  Steele,  Esq.,  Deputy  Marshal 
of  Ohio,  dated 

Washihgto.n,  Jan.  29,  1814. 

It  has  become  necessary,  in  order  to  meet  by 
corresponding  measures  the  treatment  used  by  the 
enemy  towards  our  officers  in  their  power,  to  con- 
fine all  British  officers  remaining  in  your  cus- 
tody. 

I  enclose  you  a  despatch  from  the  Department 
of  War  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  com- 
manding officer  at  Chilicothe,  requesting  hira  to 
furnish  an  officer  and  guard  to  conduct  .safely  to 
Kentucky  such  of  the  British  officers  as  you  may 
deliver  him.  You  will  keep  the  contents  of  this 
despatch  entirely  to  yourself,  until  you  see  and 
deliver  the  despatch  to  Colonel  Campbell,  and 
you  will  consult  confidentially  with  him  as  to 
the  measures  to  be  taken  to  secure  all  the  officers 
before  any  alarm  is  excited,  io  order  to  prevent 
escapes. 

By  your  last  returns  it  ap|:)ears  that  you  held, 
of  the  army,  two  cadets;  of  the  navy,  five  lieu- 
tanants,  two  masters,  three  midshipmen,  and  six 
masters'  mates. 

These  and  other  officers  or  cadets  of  the  Brit- 
ish army  or  navy  you  may  hold,  of  rank  not  lower 
than  those  designated,  if  I  should  have  mis- 
taken your  returns,  are  by  order  of  the  President 
immediately  to  be  placed  in  close  confinement, 
and  delivered  to  Colonel  Campbell,  to  be  con- 
ducted to  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky,  there  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  Marshal  of  that  State. 

You  will  be  pleased,  as  requested  in  the  former 
order  on  a  similar  occasion,  to  conduct  this  pro- 
cedure with  all  the  humanity  and  tenderness  the 
case  may  be  susceptible  of,  guarding  always 
against  risk  of  escape;  and  you  will  pay  all  the 
officers  up  the  arrearages  due  to  the  time  that  the 
paroles  are  suspended,  and  see  every  justice  done 
them  in  settling  their  accounts,  &c.,  with  the  in- 
habitants. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  Genera!  of 
Prifioners  to  the  Marshal  of  .Massachusetts,  dated 

February  8,  1814. 
The  British  authorities  at  Quebec  and  Halifax 
having  thought  proper  to  confine  closely  a  num- 
ber of  officers,  (over  and  above  the  forty-six  first 
confined  at  Q,uebec,)  on  plea  of  retaliation  for 
their  officers  confined  in  the  United  States,  to  be 
held  for  the  safety  and  proper  treatment  of  these, 
I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  instruct 
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yoa  to  confine  closely  at  Pittsfield.  and  to  place 
under  military  guard  all  the  officers  British  pris- 
oners who  may  have  been  returned  by  your  dep- 
uty, Major  Melville,  from  Burlington,  Vermont, 
to  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  a  list  of  whose 
names  was  forwarded  you  yesterday,  presumed 
in  number  to  be  nineteen  or  twenty.  You  will 
be  pleased,  as  in  similar  cases,  and  as  heretofore 
recommended,  to  inform  the  officers  the  cause  of 
their  confinement,  and  to  do  all  that  may  depend 
on  you  to  make  their  situation  as  comfortable  as 
possible  consistent  with  safety  against  escape. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Comrai»ary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  James  Prince,  Esq.,  Marshal  of  .Vlassa- 
chuaetts,  dated 

February  22,  1814. 

In  mine  of  the  11th  I  requested  my  order,  as 
to  the  confinement  of  the  officers  to  be  returned 
from  Burlington  to  Cheshire,  to  be  suspended.  I 
have  before  me  yours  of  the  14th,  informing  me 
of  the  prompt  measures  you  had  taken  to  execute 
my  order  of  the  8th;  as  I  had  advised  Major 
Melville  by  the  same  mail  of  my  intentions  to 
suspend  the  order  for  a  few  days,  it  is  probable 
they  were  not  executed  ;  but  be  this  as  it  may,  I 
have  now,  by  command  of  the  President,  to  re- 
quire you  to  deliver  over  to  Major  Sizer.  to  be 
conducted  by  such  route  as  he  may  prefer,  avoid- 
ing always  any  military  work  or  maritime  city, 
to  be  conducted  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
there  to  deliver  to  the  Marshal  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  will  be  apprized  of  their  coming,  all  the 
British  prisoner  officers  in  your  custody,  whether 
heretofore  confined  or  not.  with  the  exception  of 
the  field  officers,  who  I  understood  to  be  Colonel 
Grant,  Major  Villette,  and  Major  Joseph  Powell ; 
to  these  you  will  offer  the  form  of  specific  parole 
as  hostages,  sent  you  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  of 
January;  and,  if  accepted,  take  one  from  each, 
and  assign  them  to  some  particular  house  and 
premises  in  the  town  of  Cheshire  ;  if  not  accept- 
ed, arrest  either  of  them  not  so  accepting,  and  send 
hitn  on  to  Philadelphia  with  the  other  officers. 

The  officers  I  understand  thus,  under  this  order, 
to  be  sent  on  to  Philadelphia  or  paroled,  will  be 
the  seven  returned  in  your  list  of  the  14th  in- 
stant. 

Four  returned  in  Major  Melville's  list  of  the 
24th  of  December,  confined  at  Lenox. 

Nineteen  returned  in  Major  Melville's  list  of 
the  29th  of  January,  as  sent  I'rom  Burlington. 

Two  naval  officers,  shown  in  your  late  returns, 
on  parole,  viz:  Lieutenant  Carpenter  and  one 
midshipman. 

It  is  not  meant,  however,  by  this  designation, 
to  exclude  any  others  of  similar  description  I 
may  have  overlooked.  Captain  James  S.  Tyeth, 
intended  to  have  been  confined  at  Lenox  with  the 
other  four,  was  reported  by  Major  Melville  to  be 
in  too  bad  a  state  of  health  to  be  in  confinement ; 
if  he  still  remains  so,  he  may  remain  at  Cheshire 
on  ordinary  parole. 

JOHN  MASON. 

J.  Prince.  Marshal,  f  c. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  CommisMry  General  of 

Prisoners  to  John  Smith,  Esq.,  Marshal  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, dated 

February  23,  1814. 

Sir  :  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  in  confining 
many  of  our  officers  prisoners  in  their  hands 
on  the  plea  of  retaliation  for  certain  hostages  des- 
ignated and  confined  in  the  United  States,  to  an- 
swer for  the  proper  treatment  and  safety  of  a  like 
number  of  American  prisoner  soldiers,  separated 
from  their  fellow  prisoners,  and  sent  to  England 
for  trial,  has  imposed  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  confiningBritish  officersin  our  power, 
equal  m  number,  to  be  held  responsible  for  every » 
improper  treatment  of  the  enemy  towards  our 
officers. 

I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  require 


that  you  will,  immediately  after  the  reception  of 
this  letter,  suspend  the  paroles  of,  and  place  in 
close  confinement,  all  the  British  commissioned 
officers  of  the  army  or  navy,  or  midshipmen,  or 
masters,  or  master's  mates  in  the  navy  now  in 
your  custody  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
not  suffering  from  wounds  or  sickness,  except 
Lieutenant  Lovesay  of  the  Jaseur,  reported  in 
yours  of  the  17th  January,  who  happens  to  stand 
for  the  present  in  a  peculiar  situation  :  there  are 

E resumed  to  be  three  at  Pittsbur^,  and  a  few  at 
lancaster.  the  number  not  precisely  known  ;  but 
be  they  more  or  less,  this  measure  is  to  reach 
them  all,  except  the  Lieutenant  before  mentioned, 
as  the  numbers  now  within  your  State,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  directed  to  be  confined  in  other 
States,  will  not  exceed  that  which  is  now  required 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

You  will,  sir,  so  conduct  the  procedure  on  your 
part,  that  no  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the 
Government  on  this  subject  shall  be  given  until, 
at  each  place  where  there  may  be  such  officers 
in  your  State,  the  arrest  is  ready,  under  proper 
precautions  to  be  made,  and  the  persons  of  the 
British  officers  secured.  In  order  that  escapes 
may  be  effectually  guarded  against,  those  who 
may  be  at  Pittsburg  you  will  instruct  your  deputy 
to  hold  in  confinement  there  ;  those  at  Lancaster, 
or  any  place  not  more  distant,  you  will  remove 
under  a  sufficient  guard,  in  carriages,  to  Phiadel- 
phia,  and  confine  them  in  that  city. 

So  soon  as  the  arrest  takes  place,  the  parole  be- 
ing suspended,  the  subsistence  money  is  also  sus- 
pended ;  and  you  will  provide  the  officers  in  each 
case  with  comfortable  plain  fare,  suitable  to  their 
ranks  in  life,  for  subsistence;  and  you  will  di- 
rect at  Pittsburg,  and  provide  in  Philadelphia,  ia 
the  places  destined  for  their  confinement,  on  the 
best  terms  you  can.  comfortable  rooms,  with  stoves 
or  fire-places,  and  such  beds  and  furniture  as  will 
be  convenient  and  proper,  so  as  they  may  not  be 
too  crowded,  to  be  conveniently  subsisted  ;  and 
you  will  allow  to  each  field  officer  fif  any)  one 
servant  to  each,  and  to  each  four  others  one  ser- 
vant each  ;  the  servants  to  be  taken  from  the 
prisoner  soldiers,  or  paid  by  the  officers;  to  be 
confined,  however,  in  the  walls  of  the  jail,  and  to 
have  no  intercourse  from  without.  You  will  al- 
low  to  the  officers  the   means,  through  proper 
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^.|;hanne|s/of  sending  out  to  procure  anythiDgof;  senteil  themselves  as  the  most  proper  persons  from 
]f  ^  proper  ijature  for  their  use,  and  the  use  of  books,  whom  to  make  the  selection  of  the  number  yet  re- 
^oen,  ink,  Und  paper,  &c.;  but  you  will  permit  no  '  quisite.  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  to  save  them 
*  person  |o"  see  or  converse  with  them  but  in  the  untouched  by  the  retaliatory  system,  until  ther 
^  iresence  {)f  yourself  or  one  of  your  officers,  and  should  have  been  so  offered  in  exchanjfe.  This 
^fvill  all(>«r  no  written  paper  or  letters  to  pass  to  '  having  been  done,  with  a  full  explanation  to  Sir 
»j)r  fron^  Jhem,  unless  first  inspected;  and  you  George  Prevosi,  and  rejected  by  him. and  it  having 
i  |villtak«  [particular  care  that  nolhineis  introduced  bet-n  ascertained  that  both  at  Quebec  and  Halifax 
;  hj  them,  ^r  convtyed  to  them,  that  may  facilitate  a  second  series  of  American  officers  had  been  con- 
•:^s«pe.  ;  I  ;  fined,  amounting  in  number  to  at  least  forly-six 

J<  You  j«?7ill,  having  thus  taken  every  possible  I  orders  have  been  given  in  Massachusetts,  Penn- 
,  rpeans  t|)  prevent  escape,  do  all  that  may  depend  I  sylvania,  and  Ohio,  to  confine  an  additional  nura- 
Von  you  lb  make  the  situation  of  these  unfortunate  ber  of  British  officers,  including  those  who  had 
|<»fficers  4s;comfortable  as  the  nature  of  the  case  '  been  sent  to  Burlington,  in  order  to  complete 
*^i^l  adtyit,  and  treat  them  with  as  much  tender-  (with  the  deficit  in  the  list  now  sent,  against  the 
jXtess  anq  k^umanity  as  possible;  and  you  are  re-  lorly-six  arrested  by  your  officers)  the  whole  num- 
jested  S(j  explain  to  them  the  cause  of  their  con-  ber  of  ninety-two,  in  the  hope  the  authorities  of 
"'"""°'.*o  inform  them  that  the  Government!  your  Government  did  not   persist  in   holding  in 


^*as  relu-;l|inlly  taken  such  steps,  forced  on  it  by  ,  confinement  with  those  first  arrested  to  a  greater 

the  contfuitt  of  the  enemy  in  regard  to  our  officers    amount. 

^    '^  by  .tliem.  On  this  subject  I  want  information,  and  will 

;  }  thank  you   to  inform   me  particularly  what  has 

OrfiiE  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners,  ^^^^  the  course  taken  by  your  officers  at  Uuebec 

♦  ,!  Washington,  i>6.  28  1814       :  anJ  Halifax.     I  am  advised  by  Colonel  Gardner 

I  Sir:  When  I  returned  you,  on  the  26t'h  of  Jan- '  ^'  QjUebec,  that,  in  the  second  step  taken  there 
liary,  a  Us,  of  British  officers  co'ofined  in  Kentucky.  '  Ou^lTx  °"'  k^""-  ''"  "^"^  "r'^°''^  ^' 
aiecauseofihe  attempt  to  escape  made  by  several  \  Zttl  /  k""  "^  ,  any  prec.e  information 

£5  those  .tho  had  been  confined  in  Massachusetts,    "^  rT.^J/^^  ^^"""'^  *'  '^'"  ''?'• 
51!  was  not!  able  to  ascertain,  bv  anv  rennrr  T  ,h.„'    ,.^^J^^  '''""  '^^"^  your  agent  for  prisoners,  of 

the  iiUth   December,  which    you  sent  me,  I  find 

that  all    the  American   officers,  military,  naval, 

and  of  private  maritime  s«rvice,  to  the  number 

seventy-two,  had  been  confined,  and   that  it 


^•was  not}  able  to  ascertain,  by  any  report  I  then 
jUad,  will;  sufficitnt  precision,  the  number  and 
Tdames  of  Ihose  held  there.  I  have  now  the  honor 
fct)  enclose;  you  a  return  of  thirty-nine  British  of-  i  ^r 

Vicers,  oniinally  confined  in  retaliation,  in  part     °*^  ^^^ly-iwo,  nau  oeen  contined,  and   that  it 
lt>  the  fo.ty-six  American  officers  and  i^on-com-  '  ''*'   '"'ended  to  go  on   to  arrest,  to  make  up  the 


Itpr  the  /bity-six  American  officers  and  non-com- 
Viission^d  officers  imprisoned  in  October  last  at 

Uuebec  j  of  these,  four  have  effected  their  escape, 
►»s  showp  at  foot,  and  four  other  British  officers 
«t^ve  bej?b  ordered  into  confinement  to  replace 
ji.nem ;  qT  the  remaining  thirty-five,  twenty-four 
^ere  coiiif>ned  in  Kentucky,  and  eleven  in  Massa- 
■  c^usettsj  as  pointed  out  in  the  list.     You  will  be 

[({leased  f*  remark,  that  this  list  includes  the  one 

kjjnt  yoo  on  the  26th  January,  and  contains,  so 
^if|ir  as  ti^at  went,  the  same  names. 
•  j  At  thtf!irae  of  the  act  of  yuur  Government  at 

Quebec  >yhich  produced  this  step  of  retaliation 
-  our  pa.t,  twenty-odd  British  officers  had  been, 
^   I  havp.;before  informed  you,  advanced  to  Bur- 

Jington.  towards  the  completion,  on  our  part,  of 


number  of  ninety-two  ;  that  afterwards,  so  many 
of  these  as  came  over  in  the  Analostan,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Budd,  were  released.  In  another  part  of 
the  same  letter  it  is  stated  that  forty-one  Amer- 
ican officers  remained  confined  on  board  the  ship 
Malabar.  Mr.  Mitchell, our  agent  at  Halifax  was 
so  ill  at  his  house  in  the  country,  where  he  had 
been  confined  for  a  considerable  time,  that  in  bis 
short  letters  of  the  last  of  January,  by  the  Bostock 
cartel,  he  merely  refers  to  a  general  list  sent  him 
by  Mr.   Miller,  of  the   prisoners  at  Halifax,  by 


fV-  .  ,    , 

Viie  engag^-raent  entered  into  with  you  last  Fall. 
Vsirou^j  under  these  circumstances,  when  it  was 


J.MASON. 


ifauVbec'^vhicV  produced ^'his"7te^orr7triialm"n  !  '^*^'<='' J.^'n  at  a  loss  to  understand  whether  there 
^  ^  iiaiiuu    ^pp^  thirty-one  or  forty-seven  American  officers 

at  that  time  in  confinement  at  Halifax. 

So  soon  as   the  returns,  under  the  last  orders 

for  confinement  of  British  officers  in  retaliation, 

tDesirou^Xunder  these  circumstances,  whe"n "it* waJ  '  r'*'  '^°'^  ^""^  ^?°  u°°^'?^'!.^L  ^"^^^'^  ^"'^  "*''■ 

fr^ade  kiidwn  that  some  of  our  officers  remained  |        '  *^^  received,  they  shall   be  comminicated  to 

^Qinterk'ttd  with  at  Quebec,  by  the  rigid  mea-  '  '^"i"'!  u     l  l       • 

Jsiires  adoi>ted  by  Sir  George  Prevost,  that  some  ^^'  '"'  y°"'  !"°'V  obedient 

raf  our  pp.'ioner  soldiers  also  were  yet  there,  over 

iil^Vid  abqv-l"  those   shipped   off  to   Eogland'orto 

"* (Halifax:  to  leave  the  British  officers  so  advanced 

an   parojt:'  (and  \a  what  was  thought  would  be 

'tlie  mo'.t  acceptable  situation,)  to  be  offered  in 
■xchanae-'against  the  American  officers  then  on 
arole  3;l -Quebec,   it    was  determined,  although 

;t^e  nuiijbt'r  desi^tjated  at  that  time,  in  retaliation 
■j|or  the  f'niy-six  American  officers  confined  at  Que- 
f^ec,  wa;  ^hort  of  the  numbers  required  here  and 
|*ai  tb^  British  officers  sent  to  Burlington'  pre- 


servant, 
Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  &.c. 


I 
1 


Bladensburg,  MaTch  10,  1814. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  28th  of  last  month,  I  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Miller's  letter  to  me  on  the 
subject  of  American  officers  in  close  confinement 
at  Halilax,  with  a  list  of  their  names— seventeen 
military  and  fourteen  maritime  officers.  These 
I  believe  to  be  the  whole  in  close  confinement    a 
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Halifax.  Also,  a  list  of  twenty  officers  and 
twenty-six  non-commissioned  officers.  American 
risoners,  confined  at  Quebec.     This  is  the  only 


R 


ist  of  officers  confined  at  Quebec  in  my  possession 
THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
General  Mason,  &c. 

D. 
H.  M.  Ship  Poictiers,  May  8,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  am  sorry  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
detaining  John  Stevens  and  John  King,  late  of 
the  Vixen,  in  consequence  of  their  being  British 
subjects.  I  am,  sir,  dec. 

J.  P.  BERESFORD. 

To  Lieutenant  Drayton. 


Navy  Department,  May  17,  1813. 

Sir  :  You  are  authorized  and  instructed  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase  War- 
ren, representing  the  following  facts  and  determi- 
nation, viz  :  that  a  part  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  late  United  States'  brig  Vixen  were  return- 
ing from  Jamaica  on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war, 
and  entering  the  Delaware,  when  Commodore 
Beresford  caused  them  to  be  brought  on  board  the 
Poictiers,  and  detained  until  a  part  of  the  crew  of 
that  ship,  whom  he  demanded  in  exchange,  were 
sent  down  from  Philadelphia;  that  ultimately  be 
detained  John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas 
King,  seaman,  two  of  the  aforesaid  crew  of  the 
Vixen,  on  the  plea  of  their  being  British  subjects 
as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Commodore  Beresford 
to  Lieutenant  Drayton,  late  first  of  the  said  brig 
Vixen;  and  that  you  are  commanded  explicitly 
to  declare  that,  in  retaliation  for  the  violent  and 
unjust  detention  of  the  said  John  Stevens  and 
Thomas  King,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  will  immediately  cause  four  British  sub- 
jects to  be  selected  and  held  in  duress,  subject  to 
the  same  treatment,  in  all  respects,  that  the  said 
John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King  may  receive  du- 
ring their  detention. 

On   the   receipt  of  the  Admiral's  answer,  you 
will  communicate  the  same  to  me  without  delay. 
I  am.  respectfully,  dec. 

W.  JONES. 

Charles  Stewart,  Esq., 

Commanding  naval  officer.  Norfolk  Va. 


U.  S.  frigate  Constellation, 
OFF  Norfolk,  May  20,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  your 
Excellency  that  a  part  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  late  United  States' brig  Vixen,  returning 
from  Jamaica  on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war,  were, 
on  entering  the  Delaware,  taken  out  of  the  flag 
of  truce  by  Commodore  Beresford,  commanding 
on  that  station,  and  detained  until  a  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  Poictiers,  then  prisoners  at  Philadel- 
phia, were  demanded  by  liim  and  sent  down  in 
exchange  ;  that  ultimately  he  detained  on  board 
the  Poictiers  John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas 
King,  seaman,  late  of  the  United  Slates'  brig 
Vixen,  on  plea  of  their  being  subjects  of  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty. 


This  violation  of  the  rights  of  prisoners  on  pa- 
role is  so  contrary  to  the  usage  of  civilized  nations, 
that  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  give  such  in- 
structions upon  that  head  as  will  prevent  a  simi- 
lar violation  in  future. 

I  have  it  in  command  from  my  Government  to 
slate  to  your  Excellency,  that,  in  retuliaiion  for 
so  violent  and  unjust  a  procedure  on  the  part  of 
Commodore  Beresford,  in  detaining  the  above 
Mr.  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  four  sub- 
jects of  His  Britannic  Majesty  will  be  immedi- 
ately selected  and  held  in  durance,  subject  to  the 
same  treatment,  in  all  respects,  which  may  be 
shown  towards  the  aforesaid  two  persons  during 
their  detention.  I  hope  your  Excellency  will 
give  this  subject  your  earliest  attention,  and  direct 
the  release  of  Mr.  Stevens  and  Thomas  King, 
who  have  been  so  improperly  detained  on  board 
the  Poictiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

CHARLES  STEWART, 

Commanding  officer  of  the  U.  8. 
naval  forces  at  Norfolk. 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Warren, 

Admiral  of  the  Blue,  cfc. 


H.  B.  M.  Ship  Marlborocgh. 
Ln  Lynnhaven  Bay,  May  21,  1813. 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  Sir  John  Warren,  Ihave 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter under  date  of  the  20th  current,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Beresford  towards 
some  American  prisoners  of  war  returning  to 
Philadelphia  on  parole,  and  of  his  having  detained 
on  board  the  Poictiers  Mr.  John  Stevens  and 
Thomas  King. 

No  report  of  these  circumstances  has  yet 
reached  Sir  John  Warren  or  myself  from  Com- 
modore Beresford,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  as- 
suring you,  sir,  that  every  inquiry  would  have 
been  made  into  them,  and  every  satisfaction  and 
explanation  thereon,  which  the  ca^^e  might  have 
required,  would  have  been  offered  to  your  Govern- 
ment and  myself,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  threat  with  which  your  represen- 
tation on  this  subject  is  accompanied  ;  the  tenor  of 
which  being  likely  to  produce  an  entire  chang^e  in 
the  aspect  of  our  communications,  and  particularly 
in  what  relates  to  individuals  whom  the  fate  of 
war  has  placed  within  the  power  of  our  respective 
nations,  it  totally  precludes  the  possibility  of  ray 
now  entering  further  into  the  subject  than  to  as- 
sure you  your  letter  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
right  honorable  the  Commander-in-chief  by  the 
earliest  opportunity  ;  and  whenever  his  answer 
arrives,  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  without 
delay.     I  have  the  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

G.  COCKBURN. 

Captain  Stewart.  &c. 


Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington  A/ay  28,  1814. 
Sir:  The  President  has  ordered  that  four  Brit- 
ish subjects    be  designated   as  hostages  for  the 
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;safetyfof  John  SieTeni.  carpenter,  and  Thomas  I  man,  part  of  the  crew  of  the  I^  1T„;..  i  a.T", 
5Kmg.:5?aman.   late  of  the   United  States'  brig    brig  Vixen  'ate  United  Slates' 

i  Vixen;  rrisoneri  ol  war.  and  rptumina  on  n^mia        i  a^.. ir    ■     ..    .    ■  ■ 


.     .^■•■- •"  ^3lt.  and  returning  on  parole 

•  from  ^a^raaica,  violently  detained,  in  the   begin- 
]n'iDg  ojf  jhis  naonth.  when  entering  the  Delaware 
by  Copirnodore  Beresford.  on  the  plea  of  their 
[being  ii.»itish  subjects. 

Yotf  ^yill,  ira«nediate!y  on  reception  of  this  let- 
ter, seli'qt.  by  lot,  from  among  the  British  priso- 
ners of  ivar  in  your  custody,  and  belonging  to 
King's.  s»iips,  (uking  special'  care  to  avoid°the 
^  ten  ra«jn'of  the  Guerriere's  crew  lately  released 
^I)y  you,);four  men,  two  carpenters,  or  of  the  rank 
J  of  carpenter  as  ijear  as  may  be.  and  two  seamen  ; 
^place  toera  in  duress,  and  hold  them  in  close  con- 
,  tinemeuu  subject,  by  future  orders,  to  the  same 
^ireatm.|nt.  in  a»l  respects,  that  the  said  John 
btevens  and  Thomas  King  may  receive  durin^ 
rUheir  d^ii-ntion.  ;  * 

So  s^op  as  yop  have  made  the  selection,  you 
[are  reqciifed,  by  an  early  communication,  to  give 
ime   th^.  Jiames  and  description  of  the   hostages 
^*nd  of  .-tfieir  pl^e  of  confinement.  ' 

i[  )|  Ijave  the  honor  to  be.  Ac. 


JaMEB  pRI.NCE,  Esq.. 

MstrskaL  6f  Massachusetts. 


J.  MASON. 


I 


Oij^CE  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
-  5  \\  \  Washington  June,  10,  1813. 

J.;  Sir:  Ijhave  t^e  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of 
J>  letter  fjfom  Captain  Stewart,  commanding  the 
*(jnited  is^ates'  naval  forces  at  Norfolk,  dated  the 
\  -.'0th  of  May,  to  Admiral  Warren,  and  that  of  a 

fjl^tter  frpi^i   Rear.  Admiral  Cockburn,  dated  2Ist 
r^    May^n  reply,  relative  to  a  most  unjustifiable 
:t  ot    g^mmodare  Beresford.  as  to  part  of  the 
Beers  aijd  crew.of  the  late  United   States'  brig 
ixen,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware.     Leaving 
e  gent-rM  question  of  the  interference  of  Com- 
{modore :  ^eresford   with  these  prisoners  of  war 
^c'turnir^jon  parole,  and  the  exaction  made  by 
^•nra  in  c^nsequeuce  of  the  irregular  power  thus 
^issumeti,  jn  the  ground  un  which  Captain  Stew- 
j^irt   has  .very  properly  placed  it,  I  will   remark 
•tiat   Cafctain  Stewart   was  certainly  misappre- 
Jtended  |>j'  Admiral  Cockburn,  in  attributing  to 
*jim   thej  intentio-u  of  conveying  a  threat  as   to 
|i^e  finalidetention  of  two  of  the  American  pris- 
;iers.     po  the  contrary,  the  expression  used  by 
japtain    Stewart  communicates,   in  very   plain 
mms,  iljeidecision  of  this  Government,  then  al- 
\Y^J  mjic|e,  that  four  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
objects -ifjould  be  immediately  selected  and  held 
;:t  duranpH,  subject  to  the  same   treatment,  in  all 
,«»»»pects.j<Syc.     And  I   have  now  to  inform  you 
^.  that.jiii  virtue  of  this  decision,  and  by  an  or- 
.  l«r  from^  ijiis  office,  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts 


I  flatter  myself  sir.  that  this  subject  will  com- 
mand your  earlyattention,  and  that  you  will  cause 
the  officer  and  seaman  of  the  Vixen  to  be  imme- 
diately released  and  returned  to  this  country 
according  to  their  destination  when  taken  from 
the  cartel.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  «tc. 

^  ,       ,  ^  „  J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  Sec. 

Extract  of  a  lett«r  from  Colonel  Thomas   Barclay  to 
the  CommiMary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

June  15,  1813. 
The  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  (the  de- 
tention of  King   and    Stevens   by    Commodore 
Beresford)  is  a  matter  not  committed  to  me  by 
my  Government.     It  is  of  the  first  consequence 
and  on  which  the  two  nations  have  lon-r  enter- 
tained very  different  opinions.     Although  in  or- 
dinary cases  of  American  prisoners  of  war  arriv- 
ing from   British  ports  to  these  States,  wherein 
either  the  whole  or  a   part  of  them   may  have 
been  detained  by  the  commander  of  one  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  of  war,  it  would    be  my  duty  to 
request  information  why  the  prisoners  were  de- 
tained,  still,  in  the  present  instance,  as  your  letter 
to  me,  and  Captain  Stewart's  letter  to  his  Ex- 
cellency Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  whereof  you 
have  sent  me  a  copy  develop  the  cause  of  deten- 
tion, I  cannot  interfere   without  going  into  the 

n^«r^  '  '°  '^"'"^  ^^'*^^  ^'"^^''  Admiral  Sir  John 
B.  Warren  or  Commodore  Beresford  might  with 
propriety  question  my  authority. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   the    Commissary  General  of 
[  Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

AcGCST  25,  1813. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  yesterday 
directed  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts  to  restore 
to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  John  Squirrell 
and  James  Russell,  seamen,  late  of  the  British  74 
gun  ship  Dragon,  held,  as  I  informed  you  in  rar 
letter  of  the  18th  of  June,  to  answer  for  the  safety 
and  proper  treatment  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
of  Thomas  King,  seaman,  of  the  United  States' 
late   brig  Vixen.      King  having  lately  made  his 
escape  from  confinement  in  Bermuda,  and,  at  the 
imminent  risk  of  his  life,  arrived  alone  in  an  open 
boat  on  our  coast,  and  reported  himself  to  his  offi- 
cers, although  he  was  not  released,  it  has  been  de- 
termined, for  the  sake  of  humanity,  not  to  regard 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  been  restored  to  his 
country,  and  to  relieve  at  once  from  anxiety  and 
ngid  confinement  the  two  British  seamen  so  held 


on  bis  account. 


'  — c  I-  rT  ~'H-""^'«  oiiu  ./allies  ivusseii.  sca- 
^n.  of  ih^  Dragon  74,  subjects  of  His  Britannic 
3H«jesiy,  i<,  be  held  responsible  for  the  safety  of 
^Ptin  biev^ens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas  King,  sea- 

^«       » ' 

4 


E. 


Navt  Yard,  Charlestou-n, 

«5.o.    I  K  L    L  -/uneS,  1813. 

biR  .    1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  de- 

K'r'li'lrh'?''!?"^  '^'  '°^"™""  treatment  which 
Mr.  Nichols,  late  commander  of  the  private  armed 
ship  Decatur,  belonging  to  Newburyport,  ha.re- 
ceivedfrom   the  British  Government  at   Barba- 
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does.  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  Cap- 
tain Nichols  is  a  very  respectable  and  correct  man  ; 
therefore,  a  fair  presumption  that  he  has  not  com- 
mitted himself  in  such  a  manner  as  ought  to  de- 
prive him  of  the  established  rights  of  a  prisoner 
of  war.  Any  measure  which  the  Government  of 
our  country  may  see  proper  to  adopt  in  conse- 
quence of  this  determination.  I  shall  readily  at- 
tend to.     I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  &,c. 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 
Hon.  William  Jones,  Sec'ry  Navy. 

I.  James  Foot,  of  Newburyport,  in  the  county 
of  Essex  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
mariner,  testify  and  depose  that  I  was  a  prize- 
master  on  board  the  private  armed  brigantine 
Decatur,  of  Newburyport,  in  her  late  cruise,  Wil- 
liam Nichols,  commander;  that,  on  the  18th  day 
of  January  now  last  past,  the  said  brigantine  was 
captured  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate  Sur- 
prise, commanded  by  Captain  Cochrane,  and  car- 
ried into  Barbadoes.  After  our  arrival  in  Bar- 
badoes.  Captain  Nichols,  with  the  other  officers 
of  the  Decatur,  were  patoled.  About  two  months 
after  our  arrival,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate 
Vesta  arrived  in  Barbadoes,  and,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  commander  of  the  Vesta.  Captain 
Nichols,  without  any  known  or  pretended  cause, 
was  arrested  and  held  in  close  confinement,  with- 
out liberty  to  speak  to  any  of  his  officers,  or  any 
other  American.  The  place  where  Captain 
Nichols  was  confined  was  about  four  feet  in 
width,  and  seven  feet  in  length,  on  board  a  prison 
ship,  where  he  remained  for  thirty-four  days,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  and  was  then  taken  on 
board  His  Majesty's  ship  Tribune,  and  carried  to 
England.  What  the  cause  of  the  unwarrantable 
and  unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  enemy  towards 
Captain  Nichols  was,  I  am  unable  to  stale.  There 
were  several  reports  in  circulation  ;  one  was,  that 
he  was  to  be  carried  to  England  and  held  a  pris- 
oner until  the  release  of  certain  men  in  France 
from  whom  Captain  Nichols  recaptured  his  ves- 
sel, which  had  been  taken  by  the  British  before 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war  between 
the  two  countries.  Another  report  was.  that  he 
was  to  be  held  until  the  close  of  the  war,  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  been  active  against  the  ene- 
my since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and 
having  been  fortunate  in  a  former  cruise. 

JAMES  FOOT. 
Commonwealth  op  Massachusetts, 
Essex,  *s  .• 

On  this  thirty-first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
teen, personally  appeared  James  Foot,  the  sub- 
scriber to  the  foregoing  deposition,  and  made 
solemn  oath  ihat  the  same  is  true. 

JACOB  GERRISH.  J.  P. 


Office  Com.m'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  June  21,  1813. 
Sib:  Immediately  on  reception  of  this  letter, 
you  are   requested   and   instructed,  by  command 
ot  the  President,  to  designate  two  masters  of  pri- 


vate armed  ships,  or  of  merchantmen,  British 
subjects,  and  prisoners  of  war.  the  first  in  prefer- 
ence, if  you  or  the  Marshal  of  Maine  have  such 
in  your  charge,  to  place  them  in  close  confine- 
ment, and  to  hold  them  for  further  orders  from 
this  office,  to  answer  for  the  safety  and  proper 
treatment  of  Captain  William  Nichols,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  private  armed  brigantine  Decatur,  of 
Newburyport,  who  was.  when  a  prisoner,  paroled 
at  Barbadoes  last  Spring,  unjustifiably  and  in- 
humanly confined  on  board  a  prison-ship  at  that 
place  for  more  than  a  month,  and  then  sent  to 
England,  in  similar  confinement,  aboard  one  of 
the  enemy's  armed  ships. 

I  shall  write  to  the  Slarshal  of  Maine,  and  re- 
quest him,  if  necessary,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
you  on  the  subject. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  this  letter 
to  Commodore  Bainbridge,  who  has  been  good 
enough  to  interest  himself  in  this  matter  of  na- 
tional feeling  and  justice,  and  to  concert  with 
him  the  proper  measures  ;  and.  so  soon  as  the 
order  is  executed,  to  give  me  the  names,  descrip- 
tion, and  places  of  confinement  of  the  two  per- 
sons designated.  If  there  be  more  than  two  of 
the  proper  character  from  whom  to  designate, 
the  designation  should  be  made  by  lot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  MASON. 

James  Prince.  Esq., 

Marshal  of  Massachusetts. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

July  3,  1813. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  at  all 
times  consider  it  my  duty  to  give  you  the  earliest 
information  in  my  power  of  the  detention  or  con- 
finement of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States'  Array  and  Navy,  private  armed  vessels 
or  merchantmen,  with  the  reasons,  as  far  as  comes 
to  my  knowledge.  I  hope  to  receive  the  same 
treatment  from  you  in  similar  cases. 

The  New  York  Gazette  of  this  day  states,  un- 
der the  Portland  head,  that  Joseph  Barss,  captain 
of  the  late  British  privateer  schooner  Liverpool 
Packet,  had  been  ordered  into  close  confinement 
in  Portland,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  by  order  of  your 
Government,  and  it  is  said  as  retaliatory  for  the 
treatment  by  the  British  of  Captain  Nichols,  of 
the  Decatur,  of  Newburyport. 

I  request  you  will  communicate  to  me  such 
facts  as  you  can  reveal  consistent  with  yonr  duty 
on  this  subject. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 

July  8,  1813. 
On  the  21st  of  June  I  gave  directions  to  the 
Marshal  of  Massachusetts  to  execute  a  retaliatory 
order  from  this  Government,  (which,  I  presume, 
is  the  one  to  which  you  allude  in  your  letter  of 
the  3d  instant.)  with  intention,  as  soon  as  his  re- 
turn was  received,  to  give  you  information  there- 
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-;«f,  as  Vas  done  on  a  late  occasion  of  a  similar 
■Jlkind,  •  ;fhat  retLro  has  not  yet  been  received;  so 
' Jsoon  ajjit  is,  you  may  be  assured  that  you  shall 
Tthear  frdm  me  on  the  subject. 

>i        ■ :  

<  •Extract  hf  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  the 
^i  :  Coromisiiary  General  of  PnsonerB. 


Great  Britain— Naturalization. 


V.  JcLY  27,  1813. 

On  tl^  3d  instant  I  .nformed   you  the  New    facts  vou  Tree's 

yoner  of  war,  on  parole  in  Mas; 


jYor 


ateer,  a  British  pris- 

,        .■       .         assachusetts,  had  been, 

^hy  order  of  this  Government,  put  in  prison,  retal- 
f-^atory  If^.r  treatment  which  Captain  Nichols,  of 
^iheAtrjtrican  privateer  Decatur,  received  in  some 
*'j?art  olf  His  Majesty's  dominions;  and  as  1  was 
Uotally -ignorant  of  the  cause,  either  of  Captain 
^NichoU'.j  confinement  or  of  Captain  Barss's  im- 
f  prisonmcnt,  save  what  the  Gazette  expressed,  I 
^requested  you  to  communicate  to  me  such  facts 
Sis  were'  <ronsisieBt  with  your  duty  to  reveal, 
fc;  On  tht!  8th  of  this  month  I  received  your  an- 
-^.iwer,  in  the  words  following:  'On  the  21st  of 
^june  Ijjave  directions  to  the  Marshal  of  Massa- 
♦.^huselts  10  execute  a  retaliatory  order  from  this 
yiOovernn.ent.  (which,  I  presume,  i.s  the  one  to 
*Which  you  allud»;  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,) 
^with  inu Qtion,  as  soon  as  his  return  was  received 
>Jo  give  you  information  thereof.  That  return 
vftas  not  yet  been  received;  as  soon  as  it  is,  you 
*Jiay  be  assured  that  you  shall  hear  from  me  on 
^be  subjefct." 

»  ;  I  hayeinot  since  heard  further  from  you  on  this 
i.^ubject.'  lOn  inquiry,  I  learn  the  following  par- 
^'Sculars  r*?spectin</  Captain  Nichols:  Previous  to 
*t|ie  pre^eiit  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
jjljJnited 'States.  Captain  Nichols  commanded  the 
l^merican  brig  Alert,  and,  on  his  voyage  to 
.WVance^  was  detained  by  a  British  ship  of  war. 
fjod  an  oflBcer  and  men  put  on  board  the  Alert, 
Jsi'Uh  ordyrs  to  carry  her  into  a  British  port  for 
Ucdjudicatjon;  that,  soon  after.  Captain  Nichols 
^d  the  ruen  of  the  Alert  rose  on  the  British  offi- 

fe.■r  and   teamen,  regained   the  command  of  the 
^  Jen,  ax)^  compelled  the  officer  and  British  sea- 
men  to^^'o   into  a  small  boat  of  the  Alert,  and 
iijrned  ^hem  adrift  at  sea.     Captain  Nichols  then 
j.Ursued^  his  voyage  to  France ;  before  he  made 
\ilie  land  he  was,  however,  again  met  by  the  same  ! 
»]ritibh  jhip  of  war,  and  not  being  able  or  willing  ' 
Co  give  (i  correct  account  of  the  officer  and  men 
^ftiginal'y  put  on  board  his  brig,  he  was  sent  to 
T-Dglanc!  ^s  a  prisoner  for  trial,  under  the  suspi- 
^n  of  {ii^  having  murdered,  or  otherwise  made 
way  witii  them ;  previous  to  his  trial  he  effected 
is  escapt*.     A  proclamation   v/as  issued  for  his 

)-AeiCg  apprehended  &nd  lodged  in  any  of  His  Ma- 
rty's juii^.  Captain  Nichols,  at  the  commence- 
ment ot  tee  present  war.  was  commander  of  the 
.)ecatur,  American  privateer,  captured  and  sent 
l^ito  Barbi4does,  where  he  was  paroled.  His  Ma- 
l^sty's  shup  Vesta,  by  which  the  Alert  brig  had 
|£en  originally   detained,  arrived  at  Barbadoes 

rme  tim^  in  January  last;  the  commander  of 
hich  ijnjiiediateiy  recognised  Captain  Nichols, 


had  him  arrested,  and  sent  to  England,  in  the 
Tribune  frigate,  for  trial.  A  partial  account,  I 
understand,  has  been  published  in  the  Newburf- 
port  newspaper,  in  June  last,  of  Captain  Nichols's 
arrest  and  imprisonment  at  Barbadoes,  and  being 
sent  to  England. 

I  have  to  request  you  will  acquaint  me  whether 
the  statement  I  have  given  you  is  correct;  if  not, 
t^hat  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  the 
sessed  of.  More  than  a  sufficient 
period  has  elapsed  for  the  Marshal  of  Ma.ssachu- 
setts  to  send  you  his  return  ;  if  I  suffer  Captain 
Barss  (and  Captain  Woodworth,  who  I  also 
learn,  is  confined  on  the  same  principle)  to  re- 
main in  jail,  without  attempting  their  release,  I 
shall,  with  justice,  stand  charged  with  neglect 
of  duty. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomaa  Barclay  to 
the  CommiMary  General  of  Prisoner*. 

Harlem,  Au^xist  7,  1813. 
j  On  the  27th  day  of  July,  nineteen  days  after 
the  date  of  your  letter  to  me,  not  having  received 
the  promi.ted  information.  I  again  addressed  you 
on  the  subject  of  Captain  Barss  and  a  Captain 
Woodworth,  who,  in  the  interval  abovemention- 
ed,  I  discovered  was  also  a  close  prisoner  for  the 
same  cauie ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  gave  you  the 
merits  of  Captain  Nichols's  case,  his  arrest,  and 
being  sent  to  England  for  trial.  The  detail,  I  in- 
formed you,  was  the  best  I  had  been  able  to  ob- 
tain, and  requested  you  to  acquaint  me  whether 
It  was  correct;  if  not,  that  you  would  be  pleased 
to  possess,  me  with  the  facts  in  your  possession. 
I  have  waited  some  time  in  the  hope  of  receiving 
your  answer.  From  your  silence  1  am  under  the 
necessity  of  taking  Up  the  statement  I  transmitted 
to  you  as  correct.  If  it  is  not,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  say  you  should  long  since  have  given  me  a 
true  case.  If,  therefore,  the  subsequent  remarks 
are  founded  on  false  premises,  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  attribute  them  to  your  silence  and 
delay. 

I  beg  leave  to  .«^ubmit  the  following  remarks, 
which,  as  thev  are  founded  on  general  principles 
I  flatter  myself  will  meet  your  and  the  President's 
concurrence  : 

Prisoners  of  war,  guilty  of  crimes,  are  objects 
for  trial  and  punishment  by  the  nation  to  which 
they  are  prisoners;  and  the  nation  to  which  such 
prisoners  belong  has  no  right  to  object  to  the  trial 
or  punishments,  provided  they  are  agreeable  to 
the  laws  of  the  land  in  which  such  prisoner  may 
be.  or  consonant  to  the  laws  of  nations. 

When  the  citizen  or  subject  of  one  nation  is  a 
prisoner,  if  the  nation  to  which  he  is  a  prisoner 
treats  him  with  unaccustomed  severity,  or  in  any 
other  manner  supposed  to  be  illegal,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  whom  he  belongs  to  ascer- 
tain the  facts,  require  an  explanation,  and,  when 
possessed  of  all  the  circumstances,  to  acquiesce  m 
the  treatment,  or  remonstrate  against  if  and 
eventually,  if  justice  is  not  done,  or  satisfaction 
made,  to  retaliate.  One  nation  has  not  the  right 
o  retaliate  on  the  subjects  of  another,  without 
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first  demanding  the  above  explanation.  War,  of 
itself,  even  under  the  present  control  of  civiliza- 
tion, is  sufficiently  barbarous,  without  going  this 
which  I  have   reason  to  fear   is  the  in 


last  step 

tenlion  of  this  Government,  to  retaliate  on  Brit 
ish  prisoners,  whatever  Americans  may  receive 
from  the  British  Government,  even  in  cases  where 
the  American  prisoners  have  been  guilty  of 
crimes.  It  appears,  from  the  statement  transmit- 
ted to  you,  that  Captain  Nichols,  prior  to  the  war. 
was  committed  to  jail  in  England  for  some  of- 
fence. Whether  he  was  innocent  or  guilty  is 
immaterial;  at  that  time  the  same  law  would 
have  been  measured  to  him  in  common  with  His 
Majesty's  subjects,  and  he  was  bound  to  have 
submitted  thereto.  Captain  Nichols,  however, 
thought  proper  to  avoid  a  trial,  and  made  his 
escape  from  prison.  The  British  Grovernment  is- 
sued a  proclamation  for  apprehending  him;  he, 
however,  escaped,  and  relumed  to  these  Slates. 

On  the  declaration  of  war  he  was  appointed 
commander  of  the  Decatur  privateer,  and,  in  Jan- 
uary last,  was  captured  by  His  Majesty's  ship 
Surprise,  and  sent  to  Barbadoes.  where  he  was 
paroled,  and  bad  the  liberty  to  walk  the  streets. 
Soon  alter  the  Vesta  frigate  arrived  at  Barbadoes, 
the  commander  ot  which  recognised  Captain  Ni- 
chols, knew  the  crime  he  had  committed  before 
the  war,  when  Captain  of  the  Alert  merchant 
vessel,  his  escape,  and  the  proclamation  for  ap- 
prehending him.  He.  therefore,  had  him  arrest- 
ed, and  he  has  since  been  sent  to  England  for 
bis  trial. 

You  will  at  once  perceive  that  Captain  Nichols 
was  not  arrested  or  sent  to  England  lor  any  act 
committed  by  him  since,  but  for  an  offence  prior 
to  the  war,  when  the  two  nations  were  at  amity, 
and  when  he  was  as  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
England  as  any  of  His  Majesty's  subjects. 

His  acquittal  or  punishment  will  be  by  a  due 
course  of  law,  and  not  by  a  naval  or  military 
tribunal ;  and  I  trust  it  is  scarce  necessary  for  me 
to  add.  that  the  judgment  will  be  conformable  to 
law  and  justice.  Captain  Nichols  cannot  acquire 
any  rights  from  the  war,  or  in  consequence  of  be- 
ing a  prisoner,  which  will  protect  him  fur  offences 
committed  prior  to  the  war. 

I  confidently  hope  the  preceding  relation  and 
remarks  will  prove  satisfactory,  and  that  an  order 
may  be  immediately  forwarded  fur  the  release  of 
Captains  Barss  and  Woodworth.  I  pray  your 
early  answer. 

With  much  more  propriety  might  His  Majesty 
retaliate  for  the  detention  and  close  confinement 
of  Mr.  Bowie,  in  Massachusetts,  who  is  accused 
of  attempting  to  convey  letters  to  Halifax  during 
war,  than  this  Government  attempt  to  prevent, 
by  retaliatory  measures,  the  ordinary  effects  ot 
British  courts  of  law  on  Captain  Nichols,  charged 
with  crimes  committed  during  a  stale  of  profound 
peace. 

I  trust  retaliatory  measures  will  not  in  future 
be  used  by  this  Government,  save  on  the  fair 
principles  expressed  in  this  letter ;  if  they  are.  the 
inevitable  consequence  will  be,  that  similar  meas- 
ures must  be  adopted  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  CommiMary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 

AuoDST  25,  1813. 
1  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  delay  unnecessarily  the  replies  to 
your  inquiries,  relative  to  the  confinement  of 
Captain  Barss  and  Captain  Woodworth;  lam 
ready  to  confess  that  this  delay  has  arisen  from 
an  accident  which  I  shall  explain,  and  which  re- 
tarded, longer  than  was  desirable,  my  communi- 
cation. 

I  should  have  more  regretted  this  eircurastance, 
but  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  of 
June,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  lOih.  on  a  similar 
subject,  in  which  you  consider  yourself  not  the 
proper  person  to  be  addressed  on  occasions  of  this 
nature;  yet  it   is  proper  to  state,  that  retaliatory 
orders  do  not  originate  with  me ;  they  come  from 
higher  authority,  and  ibis  office  is  only  made  the 
medium  of  their  execution,  with  inslruciions,  in 
each  case,  to  give  to  you.  when  the  order  is  exe- 
cuted, information  ot   the  fact.     In  the  present 
case,  the  order  from  this  office,  as  I  informed  you 
in  mine  of  the  8th  of  July,  was  issued  on  the  21st 
of  June  to  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  to  desig- 
nate two  masters  of  private  armed  ships,  or  of 
merchantmen,  British  subjects.' and   prisoners  of 
war.  in  charge  of  himself,  or  of  either  of  the  Mar- 
shals of  New  Hampshire  or  Maine,  and   place 
them  in  close  confinement,  to  be  held  to  answer 
for  the  safety  and  proper  treatment  of  Captain 
William  Nichols,  late  master  of  the  private  armed 
briganiine  Decatur,  of  Newburyport,  who,  while 
a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole  at  fBarbadoes.  during 
last  Spring,  had  been  seized  and  inhumanly  con- 
fined  in   a  small   hole  on   board  a  prison-ship  at 
that  place,  and  barred  from  all  communication 
for  more  than  a  month,  and  then  sent  to  England, 
in  close  confinement,  on  board  one  of  the  enemy's 
ships,  for  no  offence,  alleged  or  known,  other  than 
that  he  was  accused,  by  some  of  the  British  offi- 
cers, of  having  recaptured  an  American  vessel 
under  his  command,  taken  from  him  by  a  British 
armed   vessel  before  the  war;  and  the  Marshal 
was  directed  to  make  return. 

It  appears  that  the  order  was  regularly  exe- 
cuted, and  the  two  Captains  (Barss  and  Wood- 
worth)  designated  and  confined.  The  Marshal 
of  Massachusetts,  although  an  excellent  and  ac- 
curate officer,  had  omitted  to  make  a  regular  re- 
turn ;  probably  the  omission  was  owing  to  the 
designation  having  been  made  without  his  own 
district.  I  waited  for  his  return  when  I  wrote 
you  on  the  8th  of  this  month,  as  I  then  informed 
you;  for  certainly  it  was  ray  intention  to  have 
communicated  the  facts  and  the  causes  as  I  have 
now  done,  without  any  inquiry  oa  your  part,  as  I 
had  done  in  the  case  of  the  four  men  confined  m 
retaliation  for  the  two  seized  by  Commodore 
Beresford,  and  notwithstanding  the  manner  ia 
which  you  received  that  communication. 

In  reply  to  your  letters  of  the  27th  July,  and 
7ih  of  August,  I  will  first  beg  leave  to  decline  the 
discussion  on  which  you  are  pleased  to  enter,  as  to 
the  nature  and  rights  of  retaliation  m  time  of 
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|war;  aoi!  will  oa\y  remark  ibat,  oq  this  point,  I 

[hare  a^  authority  to  eater  on  that  subject  gene- 

[fally  wjith  you.     Oo  the  merits  of  any  particular 

;ase.  wtiiire  prisojers  of  war  are  concerned,  I  am 

lulhorikttd,  and  consider  it  my  duty,  to  endeavor. 

)y  exp^$ation  and  a  statement  of  facts,  to  divert 

severit;J  f)n  either  side  as  much  as  possible.     It  i.s 

]difficul|^  to    reconcile   the   following    passage   in 

iyour  le;t*r  of  the  loth  June;  "It  does  not,  there- 

■^fore,  afiprar  to  be  the  duties  of  my  office  to  in- 

^terfere,  vfhere  it  is  suggested  the  officers  of  Hjs 

jMajesti''*;  navy  or  army  have  acted,  either  con- 

luary  to  taw  or  even  indiscreetly;  such  cases  are 

ItX)  be  a{r4nged  by  the  Commander-in-chief  of  His 

iMajesty'9  ships  of  war  on  the  American  station, 

jor   by  ll>«  General  coramaoding   His  Majesty's 

llorces  inAmerica,  or  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers 

jin  London."    With  the  wide  field  you  have  taken 

fm  you>  letter  of  the  7th  of  August,  relative  to  the 

Jcases  of  Captains  Nichols,  Barss,  and  Wood  worth, 

^it  is  n«)t  easy  to  suppose  that  your  Government 

i'should  expect  that   you  could  exercise  here  the 

lull   power    of   requiring   explanation    from    the 

Amerixao  authorities,  without  offering  to  them 

I  the  me^us  of  similar  facility. 

•      Youjhave,  however,  given  what  you  suppose, 

^as  you;  ray,  to  be  the  circumstances  of  Captain 

Nicholn^  case.     As  you  rest  it  on  no  authority. 

you  mlj-st  permit  me  to  say,  it  is  impossible  for 

me  to  9»;t  in  any  way  on  your  present  statement. 

Witho.j»,  however,  implying  any  commitment  on 

the  pan  uf  this  Guvernraent  as  to  its  future  course, 

I  will    )nly  remind  you  that  you  have  more  than 

once  b<  tai  mistaken  on  information  collected  from 

Airregulftf'  sources.     I   will  cite  the  cases  of  Mr. 

f  Oswald  t-,awson.  dec,  as  evidences  of  the  caution 

^wiih  \tivich  you  ought  to  make  official  demands. 

y,All  auth-^nlic  information  which  you  may  be  able 

fcto  coUtM:'  respecting  the  case  of  Captain  Nichols, 

JLihall  be  i^eceived  with  pleasure,  and,  1  can  assure 

lyou,  wiU  command  the  immediate  attention  of 

Mtbe  pr*fi)er  authorities.      In  the  meantime  it  is 

Jj)roper!to  state,  .hat  his  character   has  been   in- 

jTquired  Mato,  and  is  considered  too  respectable  to 

^e  reacifi-'d   by  the  accusation   of  crimes  you  are 

j|)ieaseif,  t>n  rumt^  only,  to  bring  against  him. 

■'  I    !  I  

BllxtncUol'  a  letter  from  Colonel   Thomaa  Barclay  to 
«         the  ((omnussary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated. 

■  AuGuar  29,  1313. 

I  an>  , honored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant,;  ■pn  the  subject  of  Captains  Barss  and 
^Woodvt'c'rth.  British  prisoners  of  war,  now  in 
.  close  c<»D^nement  in  these  States,  as  a  retaliatory 
Jfmeasure  -for  treaiment  stated  to  have  been  re- 
jseived  bv  Captain  Nichols,  of  the  Decatur  priva- 
H^eer.  wbilt  a  prisoner,  and  his  having  since  been 
V«nt  to  ^gland  as  a  prisoner. 
L  Fron«  »he  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  is  evident  you 
plippost?  tny  letters  to  you  on  the  above  subject 
;^i»re  in  ap')osition  to  my  letter  of  the  15ih  of  June, 
4in  ans\ffci-  to  yours  of  the  lOih  of  that  month,  re- 
7s      ■  ' 


a 


i  ^m  unable  to  discover  any  contradiction 


pectin^'  rwo  men  of  the  Vixen,  taken  out  of  a  car- 
i  «el  vessel  in  the  Delaware,  by  Commodore  Beres- 
Jford  ■■        ' 


in  them.  In  your  letter  of  the  10th  June,  after 
stating  the  facts,  you  request  me  to '•  cause  the 
officer  and  seaman  of  the  Vixen  to  be  immedi* 
ately  released  and  returned  to  this  country."  In 
answer.  I  informed  you  this  was  not  in  my  power ; 
that  ••  the  duties  of  ray  office  were  confined  to  the 
relief  of  British  subjects  detained  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  for  carrying  on  exchan- 
ges;" and  I  added,  that  which  you  notice  in  your 
letter  of  the  25th  instant,  "it  does  not,  therefore, 
appertain  to  the  duties  of  my  office,"  «fec. ;  this 
was  a  natural  and  correct  conclusion,  after  stating 
the  nature  and  extent  of  my  appointment.  The 
case  m  which  you  called  on  me  to  interfere  was 
of  the  first  importance  ;  it  embraced  the  causes  on 
which  the  United  Slates  have  founded  the  necet- 
sity  of  going  to  war  with  Great  Britain;  it  in- 
volved the  right  exercised  by  Great  Britain  over 
her  subjects;  and.  on  the  other  hand,  the  right 
the  United  States  claim  with  respect  to  British 
born  subjects,  made  citizens  in  these  States.  I 
therefore  told  you  it  was  beyond  the  limits  of  my 
appointment,  and  could  only  be  acted  upon  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty'i  ships 
of  war  in  America,  or  His  Majesty's  Ministers  in 
London  ;  and  I  acquainted  you  I  should  transmit 
to  his  Excellency  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  and  to  my 
Government,  copies  of  your  communication  on 
this  subject,  which  was  done.  I  cannot  perceive 
in  what  manner  this  acknowledged  want  of  power 
in  me  can  lead  you  to  imagine  it  deprives  me  of 
the  right  of  respectfully  mqutring  of  this  Govern- 
ment the  reasons  which  have  induced  it  to  de- 
prive of  the  benefit  of  parole,  and  treat  with  in- 
creased severity,  two  British  prisoners  of  war,  not 
charged  with  having  committed  a  crime  or  an 
offence.  The  words  of  my  commission  particu- 
larly embrace  the  case  of  Captains  Barss  and 
Woodworth,  who  are  detained  in  these  Stales. 

I  proceed  to  the  second  part  of  your  letter — the 
reasons  assigned  by  you  for  not  having  returned 
me  an  answer  to  my  letters  on  thissubject.  This, 
you  observe,  was  occasioned  by  the  marshal's  not 
having  transmitted  you  a  regular  return.  The 
return  of  the  marshal  was  wholly  irrelevant  to 
the  request  contained  in  my  letters  of  the  3d  and 
27th  July.  I  made  no  inquiry  respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  marshal  in  executing  the  order  of 
the  Government  on  Captains  Barss  and  Wood- 
worth.  I  was  possessed  of  this  fact.  What  I  re- 
quested was.  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  '"com- 
municate to  me  such  facts  as  you  can  reveal  con- 
sistent with  your  duty."  This  Government  must 
have  been  possessed  of  them  before  the  3d  of  July, 
nay,  even  prior  to  the  order  to  the  marshal  to  ap- 
prehend two  British  prisoners  ;  consequently,  it 
was  equally  in  your  power  on  the  8th  of  July,  as 
on  the  25th  of  Ajgusi,  to  have  offered  me  the  lo- 
formation  requested. 

My  letter  of  the  27th  of  July  contains  simply 
the  circumstances  I  had  collected  respecting  Cap- 
tain Nichols;  the  cause  of  his  parole  at  Barba- 
does  being  superseded,  and  he  sent  on  board  the 
prison-ship,  and  from  thence  to  England;  to- 
gether with  the  request  that  you  would  acquaint 
me  whether  those  facts  were  correct,  and,  if  not, 
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that  you  would  be  pleased  to  famish  roe  the  facts  )  Captain  Nichols  on  board  the  prison-ship,  who 
in  your  possession.  It  is  true,  on  the  7th  of  Au-  |  swear  that  he  was  not  "  inhumanly  confined  in  a 
gust,  in  consequence  of  your  continued  silence,  |  small  hole  on  board  the  prison-ship,"  but  that  he 
and  witholding  from  me  the  information  I  had  had  a  state-room  in  the  ship,  with  the  use  of  the 
repeatedly  requested,  I  entered  upon  the  propriety  '  cabin  and  quarter-deck,  and  that  they  never  heard 
of  the  treatment  of  Captains  Barss  and  Wood-  ,  either  Captain  Nichols  or  any  other  person  com- 
worth,  and  argued  upon  it,  taking  the  case  sent  I  plain  of  the  treatment  Captain  Nichols  received, 
you  on  the  27th  of  July,  as  comprising  the  whole  !  These  depositions  were  taken  before  a  notary 
of  the  facts  relating  to  Captain  Nichols,  and  Cap-  \  public  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
tains  Barss  and  Woodworth.  Prior,  however,  to  ! 
my  entering  upon  the  subject,  I  recapitulated  my  j 
repeated  attempts  to  obtain  information  from  you,  | 
and   added    that  '"from  your  silence   I  am  com-  ; 


pelled  to  take  up  the  statement  I  transmitted  to 
you  as  correct;  if  it  is  not,  I  feel  it  ray  duty  to 
say  should  long  since  have  given  me  a  true  case." 
I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  princi- 
ples stated  by  me  in  my  letter  of  the  7th  August, 
respecting  retaliatory  measures,  were  by  no  means 
intended  as  matter  of  discussion.     I  consider  them 


I  am  greatly  at  a  loss  to  account  lor  your  hav- 
ing introduced  into  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant 
Oswald  Lawson's,  and  three  other  cases,  in  evi- 
dence of  my  having  (as  you  are  pleased  to  say) 
been  mistaken  in  information  collected  from  irre- 
gular sources;  by  this  means,  hinting  that  my 
representation  respecting  Captain  Nichols  apper- 
tained to  the  same  class.  I  have  evidently  shown 
that  this  is  nut  so,  and  that  you  and  myself  agree 
m  the  leading  point — that  Captain  Nichols  is  ac- 
cused, by  one  or  more  of  His  Majesty's  officers, 


as  acknowledged  principles,  and,  as  such,  applied  I  of  a  criminal  act  before  the  war.     But. admitting 


them  to  the  case.  I  will  not  presume  to  say  they 
were  apposite  to  the  case  under  consideration — 
that  is  a  question  to  be  determined  by  others— but 
I  aver  the  principles  to  be  sound  law. 

The  case  of  Captain  Nichols,  as  represented  by 
me,  is  generally, though  not  particularly,  acknowl- 
edged oy  you,  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant, 
in  which  you  suggest  that  Captains  Barss  and 
Woodworth  were  placed  "  in  close  confinement, 
to  be  held  to  answer  for  the  safety  and  proper 
treatment  of  Captain  William  Nichols,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  private  armed  brig  Decatur,  of  Newbu- 
ryport,  who,  while  a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole  at 


that  no  one  part  of  ray  statement  was  correct, 
had  I  not  expressly  remarked.  I  am  compelled,  by 
your  withholding  all  information  from  me  on  the 
subject,  to  suppose  from  your  silence  it  contained 
the  truth. 


a  prison-ship  at  that  place,  and  barred  from  all 
communication  for  more  than  a  month,  and  then 
sent  to  England  in  close  confinement  on  board  of 
one  of  the  enemy's  ships,  for  no  offence  alleged  or 


Boston.  September  3,  1813. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your   inquiries,  respecting 

Captain  William   Nichols,  I  have   to  state   that, 

in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and    eleven,  and   I 

think   in  the  month  of  August,  Captain  Nichols 

was  master  of  my  brig  Alert,  belonging  to  New- 

Ba'rbadoes,  during  the  last  Spring,  had  been  seized  '  buryport,  engaged  on  a  voyage  to  Bordeaux  ;  that, 

and  inhumanly  confined  in  a  small  hole  on  board  ^  two  or  three  days  after  sailing  from  that  port,  on 

his  return  home,  he  was  taken  by  the  frigate,  hav- 
ing a  cargo  of  wines,  brandies,  silks,  and  nothing 
which  could  possibly  be  construed  as  contraband 
of  war ;  and  his  vessel  was  (after  a  prize-master 
known,  other  than  that  he  was  accused  by'some  and  six  men  were  put  on  board)  ordered  for  Eng- 
of  the  British  officers  of  having  recaptured  an  land;  he  and  his  mate  only,  with  two  small  boys, 
American  vessel  under  his  command,  and  taken  [  being  permitted  to  remain.  About  three  days 
from  him  by  a  British  armed  ves.-sel  before  the  I  after,  he  and  th*'  mate  rose  on  the  crew,  tied  their 
war."  In  the  preceding  extract,  you  acknowledge  ;  hands  behind  them,  and  hoisted  out  the  long  boat, 
that  Captain  Nichols  "  was  accused  by  some  Brit-  ;  being  only  about  forty  miles  from  the  land,  (and 
ish  officers  of  having  recaptured  an  American  summertime,)  rigged  her,  placed  on  the  sails  and 
vessel  under  his  command  before  the  war."  This  oars,  put  in  her  two  barrels  of  bread,  plenty  of 
forms  a  part  of  my  statement  to  you  on  the  27th  ,  beef,  two  casks  of  water,  a  keg  of  wme,  keg  ol 
of  July.  In"  addition  to  which,  I  mentioned  what  brandy,  other  small  stores,  all  their  clothes,  and 
is  omitted  by  you,  but  which  will  eventually  come  such  conveniences  as  would  be  necessary;  sup- 
out  in  evidence,  that  Captain  Nichols,  on  regain-  •  plied  them  with  a  good  compa.ss  and  quadrant, 
ing  the  possession  of  the  Alert  brig,  put  the  prize-  and  then  put  the  six  men  in  the  boat,  in  which 
master  and  seamen  in  a  small  boat,  and  commit-  they  proceeded  to,  and  safely  landed  in  France, 
ted  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves.  Captain  Nichols  and  the  mate  then  called  on  deck 
It  is  for  this  act,  principally,  he  is  sent  to  England    the  two  small  boys,  who  had  remained  below  du- 


to  be  tried.  In  a  case  like  the  present.  I  presume 
that  this  Government  would  not  have  directed 
retaliatory  orders  to  issue,  without  having  the 
facts  confirmed  under  an  ua'.h  ;  and  I  had  hoped 
you  would  have  had  the  goodness  to  have  sent 
me  copies  of  the  depositions  taken.  If  you  can 
with  propriety  do  it,  you  will  oblige  rae  by  send- 
ing them.  In  my  letter  of  yesterday.  I  informed 
you  I  had  the  depositions  of  two  of  the  men  ot 
the  Decatur  privateer,  who  were  prisoners  with 


ring  these  transactions,  and  proceeded  on  his  voy- 
age ;  but  six  days  after,  he  was  again  captured  by 
the  English  frigate  Vesta,  to  whom  he  related  the 
aforegoing  circumstances,  and  the  captain  and 
officers  of  this  frigate  did  not  treat  him  as  though 
they  thought  his  conduct  either  criminal  or  rep- 
rehensible; he  was  carried  with  his  vessel  to 
Portsmouth,  in  England,  and  after  being  on 
board  the  frigate  in  harbor  a  few  days,  he  came 
on   shore,  went  up  to   London,  thence  proceeded 
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ftiiLive^pool.and  there  took  passanre  and  returned 
'^  New))iiryport.  • 

'  A  sh4rt  time  after  I  gave  him  the  command  of 
Jinolherlqf  my  vessels,  namely,  the  brig  Dolphin. 
t;i  new  ijeJFsel.  then  lying  at  Newburyport.  and  he 
[jiroceed"?(f  on  his  voyage,  laden  with  fish,  for  Bor- 
deaux ;  t-iit  on  his  passage  out,  being  at  sea  ihir- 
een  da(y>,  he  was  taken   by  a   British  frigate  iti 
:ompariy  with  a  sloop  of  war.     The  captain  of 
■le  frisaie  asked   Captain  Nichols  if  he  was  the 
fierson  jvho  retook  the  Alert?     Captain  Nichols 
eplied  5n  the  affirmative  ;  the  British  captain  re- 
-,]ied  ••  h  was  a  brave  act,  and  he  should  treat  him 
HS  a  brafe  man  de.-Nerved  ;"  and  after  experiencing 
he  besk  of  treatment  while  at  sea,  this  officer  de- 
livered.; on  his   arrival    to  Captain    Nichols,  all 
bis    private   adventure,    the    proceeds   of  which 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  CommiHarv  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

October  5,  1813. 
In  your  letters  of  the  26th  and  29ih  of  August, 
you  request  me  to  inform  you  of  the  determina- 
tion of  Government  as  to  the  British  Captains 
Barss  and  Woodworth.  You  state  that  Captain 
Nichols,  of  the  American  privateer  Decatur,  was 
sent  to  England  for  an  offence  he  stands  charged 
with  prior  to  the  war,  to  wit,  having  recaptured 
his  vessel,  and  put  part  of  the  prize  crew  in  a  boat 
at  sea  ;  request  me  to  send  you  any  affidavits  or 
other  evidence  in  the  case;  and  inform  me  that 
you  are  in  possession  of  the  depositions  of  two  of 
the  seamen  of  the  privateer  Decatur,  contradict- 
ing statements  you  have  seen  relative  to  the  ireat- 
...  ,  raent  of  Captain  Nichols.     I  send  you,  sir,  as  you 

i>«ssed  jhrougli  njy  hands  from  ray  correspondent  request — although,  in  the  present  stage  of  this 
',t\  Eng^afld  ;  andj  Captain  Nichols  was  not  re-  business,  and  on  your  own  dtclarations  I  might 
5lraineq  on  his  arrival  in  England,  but  was  suffered  i  be  very  well  excused  from  further  explanations 
(6  be  At  large,  and  come  home  passenger  in  the  i  on  the  subject — the  copy  of  an  affidavit  by  Mr. 
^r^bip  Airora.  by  the  way  of  New  York,  about  six  |  James  Foote.  prize-master,  on  board  the  Decatur 


l^veeks  ^sior  to  the  declaration  of  war  between 
ijhis  coL'niry  and  England. 

Directly  on  the  declaration  of  war  I  purchased 
V  with  t,hy  friends)  the  brig  Decatur,  and  Captain 
"jiicholi  was  selected  as  a  suitable  character  to 
^ke  ihp  command  ;  and  he  proceeded  on  a  cruise 
igainsif  ;he  British,  took  eleven  prizes,  and  re- 
ftirned  i'ii:to  port  j  the  Decatur  was  refitted,  pro- 
4  seeded  -Ojii  a  secor.d  cruise,  during  which  he  was 
^tjiken  hyahe  Surprise  frigate,  and  carried  into 
ijarbadyep,  and  there  paroled  for  nearly  two 
rJonth«j  v^rhen,  the  Vesta  frigate  arriving  at  that 
ii^land.  (itj  was  atrested,  sent  on  board  the  prison 
■fjiip,  pljioed  in  close  confinement  in  a  room  built 
^iAirpos««ly  for  him,  of  five  feet  broad  and  seven 
tret  wide^  and  no  person  allowed  but  his  keeper  to 
Kpeak  t^  him.  After  remaining  in  this  unpleas- 
;ii)g  siiiiation  nearly  six  weeks,  he  was  sent  on 
board  ihie  Britisli  frigate  Tribune,  and  ordered 
lor  Eu0l9nd,sinc£  when  we  have  not  heard  from 
him.     ;  '. 

Touc^hing  the  character  of  Captain  Nichols,  as 
a  rnan,|ai)d  a  neighbor,  he  is  modest  and  unassu- 
^ning,  yje{  brave  and  decided  ;  warmly  attached  to 
ihe  coiist;itutions,  Federal  and  Slate,  of  his  native 
country  ;.  eager  to  resist  and  cool  to  defend  those 
Tights  iot  which  the  independence  of  his  coun- 
try wa^  t''stablished.  and  which  no  unjust  preten- 
|sions  of  the  enemy  will  lead   him   to  submit  to, 
jphowevjjr  great  his  personal  sufferings.     As  a  man, 
♦he  is   sjrictly  moral  and  sincere;  as  a  husband, 
•parent,'  and    neighbor,  tender,  indulgent,  and   af- 
fable.    His   connexions   are   highly    respectable, 
nd  arf  among  tiie  first  of  our  citizens.     Univer- 
sal assent  among  all  classes  and  parties  may  be 
"l^ad  thai  Captain  Nichols  is  truly  an  honest,  brave, 
land  useful  citizen. 

4  I  ho|«e  this  information  will  be  the  means  of 
l.^estoriijg  him  to  his  family,  his  friends,  and  his 
rcountrj.  and  I  caa  myself  vouch  for  the  correct- 
Iqess  oP.tUe  statement. 

j   I  am;  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
|i  BENJAMIN  PIERCE. 

Jut.*e  Prince,  Marshal  of  Mass. 


at  the  time  Captain  Nichols  was  last  taken,  and 
present  at  Barbadoes  with  him  when  he  was 
seized  and  confined;  and  of  a  letter  from  Com- 
modore Bainbridge  of  the  3d  of  June,  which  com- 
municated it ;  as  also  of  the  narrative  of  Benja- 
min Pierce,  Esq.,  owner,  not  only  of  the  privateer 
in  which  Captain  Nichols  was  last  captured,  but 
of  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  taken  before  the 
war,  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  whole  case 
with  which  he  must,  from  his  relation  with  Cap- 
tain Nichols,  have  been  necessarily  intimately 
acquainted.  The  character  and  standing  of  Mr. 
Pierce  precludes  all  doubt  as  to  the  veracity  of 
his  account.  By  it,  it  will  appear  that  Captain 
Nichols  was  never  prosecuted  in  England  before 
the  war,  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  state,  for 
any  act ;  on  the  contrary,  that  he  was  captured  a 
second  time  and  carried  to  that  country  without 
molestation;  that  the  commanders  of  your  frig- 
ates, who  made  a  prize  of  him.  brought  no  charge 
against  him  before  the  war;  and  that,  as  to  his 
treatment  of  the  English  crew,  from  whom  he  so 
bravely  recovered  his  vessel,  he  did  all  that  could 
have  been  expected  for  them,  in  the  unjustifiable 
situation  in  which  he  had  been  placed:  he  sup- 
plied tliem  abundantly  in  a  good  boat,  on  a  smooth 
sea.  in  sight  of  the  French  coast,  on  which  they 
safely  landed.  You  lay  much  stress  on  the  offe  nee 
you  are  pleased  to  impute  to  Captain  Nichols, 
committed  as  you  say  in  time  of  peace,  namely, 
the  retaking  his  vessel.  You  compel  me,  unwil- 
lingly, sir,  to  remind  you  that  the  period  to  which 
you  allude  was  a  time  of  peace  only  on  one  side  ; 
it  was,  "'on  the  side  of  Great  Britain,  a  state  of 
war  against  the  United  States ;  on  the  side  of  the 
United  States,  a  state  of  peace  towards  Great 
Britain."  Captain  Nichols  thus  had  war  made 
on  him  while  peaceably  pursuing  a  lawful  com- 
merce. He  was  justified,  by  the  laws  of  God  and 
man,  to  retort  the  war,  so  far  as  to  free  himself 
and  his  property,  as  soon  as  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  do  so. 

You  will  please  to  remark,  sir,  that  the  narra- 
tive of  Mr.  Pierce  was  received  after  the  relalia- 
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tory  measures  were  taken  in  this  case,  and  is  now 
used  only  to  rebut  the  statements  you  have  made, 
or  alleged,  of  former  prosecution  and  escape  of 
Captain  Nichols.  It  was  not  necessary  to  assure 
the  Government  of  the  facts  on  which  it  pro- 
ceeded, nor  were  they  rested  only  on  the  affidavit 
of  Mr.  Foote,  respectable  as  it  is.  All  that  he 
Las  stated  was  previously  confirmed  to  me  by  dec- 
larations, made  in  person,  by  several  officers  of 
American  vessels,  who  were  on  the  spot,  prison- 
ers at  the  time  in  Barbadoes;  and  the  affidavits 
of  the  two  sailors  notwitiistanding,  which  you  say 
you  have  become  possessed  of,  you  will  find  them. 
in  the  result,  prove  correct.  In  reply  to  your 
inquiry  as  to  the  determination  of  the  Govern- 
ment relative  to  Captains  Barss  and  Woodworth, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  it  is  firmly  now  as  it 
was  originally  taken,  to  hold  them  as  hostages, 
to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  safety  and  pro- 
per treatment  of  Captain  Nichols  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay, 
General  Agent  for  British  Prisoners,  to  the  Commis- 
sary General  of  Prisoners,  dated  at 

Harlem,  January  24,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  received  from  the  Commissioners  for  con- 
ducting His  Majesty's  transport  service,  and  for 
the  care  and  custody  of  prisoners  of  war ;  from 
which  you  will  perceive  that  Captain  Nichols,  of 
the  Decatur  privateer,  is  not  detained  in  prison 
for  any  particular  offence  alleged  against  him, 
but  that  he  is  held  at  Chatham  a  prisoner,  be- 
cause the  privateer  which  he  commanded  was 
not  of  a  sufficient  size  to  entitle  him  to  parole. 
The  Commissioners  further  state  that  they  had 
communicated  this  circumstance  to  Mr.  Beasley, 
your  agent  in  London,  who,  1  take  for  granted, 
has  acquainted  you  with  the  nature  of  the  con- 
finement in  which  Captain  Nichols  is  in  at  Chat- 
ham. 1  request  that  you  will  order  the  Marshal, 
under  whose  custody  Captain  Barss  is  at  present, 
to  release  him  from  the  strict  confinement  in 
which  he  is  at  present,  and  that  he  may  be  placed 
in  a  situation  similar  to  that  in  which  Captain 
Nichols  now  is  ;  also,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
release  Captain  Woodworth  on  parole,  as  he  was 
prior  to  his  being  put  into  close  confinement.  I 
have  named  the  two  British  captains,  not  by  way 
of  selection  on  my  part,  because,  had  their  situa- 
tions been  the  same,  I  should  have  left  it  to  you 
to  release  which  of  the  two  you  'bought  proper  ; 
but  under  an  impression  that  Woodworth,  who 
IB.  I  believe,  a  Q,uaker,  was  master  of  an  un- 
armed merchant  vessel,  and,  therefore,  entitled  to 
hi.s  parole,  from  masters  of  merchant  vessels  be- 
in;?  paroled  throughout  His  Majesty's  dominions. 

if  Captain  Barss  was  captured  in  a  privateer 
of  fourteen  guns,  he  also  should  be  paroled.  I 
am,  however,  apprehensive  that  the  vessel  he 
commanded  did  not  carry  so  many  guns.  I  will 
inquire  into  the  fact. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
J.  Mason,  Esq. 

13lh  Con.  2d  Sjcss.— 68 


I  [Enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 

!  Transport  Office,  Nor.  5,  1813. 

j  Sir:  Admiral  Griffith  having  communicated 
'  to  us  your  letters  of  the  14th  of  July,  addressed 
'  to  Admiral  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  with  its  enclosures, 
'  relative  to  the  severities  practised  by  the  Ameri- 
'  can  Government  towards  British  prisoners  of 
!  war.  in  consequence  of  the  confinement  of  Cap- 
tain Nichols,  of  the  American  privateer  Decatur, 
I  we  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Nichols,  who  is  now 
at  Chatham,  is  not  confined  because  he  put  the 
:  boat  adrift,  but  simply  because  the  privateer 
I  which  he  commanded  was  not  of  a  sufficient  size 
'  to  entitle  him  to  parole,  of  which  circumstance 
1  Mr.  Beasley  has  been  informed  in  answer  to  ao 
I  application  made  by  him  for  Mr.  Nichols  to  be 
'  admitted  to  parole. 

We  are.  sir.  your  humble  servants. 
t  '      "  RUPERT  GEORGE, 

J.  BOWEN. 
JOHN  FORBES. 
Thomas  Barclay,  Esq. 


Office  Comm'rv  Gen'l  of  PRisoNERS, 

Washington,  Feb.  14,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  24th  January,  transmitting  one  addressed 
to  you  on  the  5th  November,  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  British  Transport  Board,  by  which  I 
am  informed  that  Captain  Nichols,  of  the  Ameri- 
can privateer  Decatur,  is  not  detained  now  in 
prison  for  any  particular  offence  alleged  against 
him,  but  that  he  is  confined  simply  because  the 
privateer  he  commanded  was  not  of  sufficient 
force  to  entitle  him  to  parole.  This  is,  to  be  sure, 
taking  a  very  different  ground  from  that  on  which 
you  strenuously,  ia  July  and  AugHst,  insisted. 
Capt.  Nichols  was  to  be  tried  for  his  life  for  crimes 
committed  in  times  of  profound  peace;  yet  if 
Captain  Nichols  is  refused  his  parole,  and  held  ia 
close  confinement,  on  the  mere  pretext  that  he 
did  not  command  a  privateer  of  as  many  as  four- 
teen guns,  it  ought  to  have  been  explained  why 
he  was  treated  like  a  criminal  at  Barbadoes,  sepa- 
rated from  his  fellow  prisoners,  with  whom  he 
would  have  been  long  since  released,  and  trans- 
ported to  England  in  so  ignominious  a  manner  ; 
and  it  would  have  been  but  small  atonement,  on 
the  part  of  your  Government  to  this  injured  man, 
for  the  extreme  severity  used  towards  him  by  its 
officers,  so  soon  as  they  had  ascertained,  which  is 
now  admitted,  that  he  had  been  unjustly  accused, 
to  have  released  him  on  parole. 

As,  however,  it  is  now  declared  that  there  is 
no  intention  of  bringing  him  to  trial,  orders  have 
been  given  to  restore,  to  the  ordinary  state  of 
prisoners  of  war,  the  British  Captains  Wood- 
worth  and  Barss  who  had  been  designated  as 
hostages  to  be  held  for  his  safety ;  the  first  to  be 
restored  to  his  parole,  and  the  last  to  remain  in 
confinement,  where  he  will  be  retained  for  spe- 
cial exchange  against  Captain  Nichols. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  f  c. 
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^^xtract  orf  a 
5     ■  the  ('oini 


letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
'oinmu«arv  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

Bladensbuho,  March  13,  1814. 

Sib:  Ii:onsider  u  a  circumstance  to  be  lamented 

fciial  Captains  Barss  and  Nichols  should  remain 

fprisoners  in  close  confinement,  both  being  respect- 

^»4ble  characters;  i{,  therefore.it  meets  your  wishes, 

fl   am   ready   to   write   to   the   Commissioners   in 

i London  to  exchange  Captain  Nichols  for  Cap- 
Ijlia  Bar  s  without  delay,  and  request  them  to 
ifcstore  him,  on  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  to  liberty, 
J^ind  allow  him  to  return  in  the  first  conveyance, 
jjjublic  or  private,  to  America.  In  return,  I  shall 
JgBtpect  Captain  Barss  to  be  admitted  to  his  parole, 
•and,  on  the  arrival  of  Captain  Nichols  in  these 
>>States,  to  be  immediately  exchanged  ;  or,  on  re- 
Cceiving  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  expres- 
Tjive  of  their  assent  to  these  exciianges,  that  Cap- 
♦tiiin  Barss  shall  be  permitted  to  return  to  Nova 
^Scotia  Oil  parole  in  the  first  conveyance. 


To  obviate  any  further  misunderstanding  on 
the  subjec  t  of  Captain  Nichols  and  Barss.  it  may 
be  proper  to  remind  you  that  I  did  not  agree  to 
all  the  propositions  made  in  your  letter  of  the 
13th  of  March  relative  to  them,  as  you  seem  to 
convey  in  yours  of  the  24th  instant.  This- will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  22d  instant. 
I  have.  &c.,  J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  ^c. 


9 


Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners. 


■Wa3hi.ngton,  March  22.  1814. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13ih  instant. 

J I  readily  consent  to  your  proposition  that  the  ex- 

♦.^hange  of  Caplaiii  Barss  against  Captain  Nichols 

Jake  place  ;  Captain   Barss  beino;  specially  held 

for  that   purpose,  as  I   had  the  nonor  to  inform 

*  rou  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo. 

'^  !  So  soon  as  you  shall  announce  to  me  that 
^  Captain  Nichols  is  paroled,  a  similar  indulgence 
S  fhall  be  extended  to  Captain  Barss;  and  when- 
l^ver  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  inform 
,<;  jne  that  Captain  Nichols  is  embarked,  with  per- 
i  mission  to  return  to  the  United   States  for  the 

♦  :purpose  of  his  exchange,  Captain  Barss  shall  be 
;  immediately  permitted  to  go  on  parole  to  Nova 
j  Scotia.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

I  J.  MASON. 

£      Col.  Thomas  Barclay.  <^c. 

'  your  ieiter  of  the  22d  instant,  in  answer  to  mine 

i  of  the  i:Jth.  respecting  CaptainsBarssand  Nichols, 
and  agreeing  to  my  propositions.  Anxious  for 
their  rejease  and  exchange,  I  delayed  not  a  mo- 
4  ment  to  write  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  sub- 
)i  iject,  an  i  enclosed  them  a  copy  of  your  letter,  and 
jrequested  their  immediate  answer. 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  my  letter  to  them 
Uo  yon,  and  request  you  will  forward  it  by  to- 
-morrow's mail  to  the  Marshal  of  New  York,  to  be 
iput  in  the  letter  bag  of  the  vessel  for  Gottenburg. 
]  1  have,  &c.,  T.  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason. 


Bladensburg.  March  24,  1814. 
Sir  :  .1  have,  by  this  morning's  mail,  received 
your  leiter  of  the  22d  instant,  in 


Office  Ccmm'hy  Gen'l  of  Prisoners. 
!  Washington,  March  30,  1814. 

Sir  :  The  letter  for  the  Commissioners  of  your 

.  Transport  Board,  enclosed  on  ihe  24th  in.<tant, 

^  1  was,  iiiimediately  on  its  reception,  sent   to  the 

.■^  j  Marshal  of  New  York,  to  go  by  the  cartel  to 

1  Gottenburg. 

i 


Bladensburg,  April  1,  1814. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  [30th]  of  March  I  re- 
ceived by  this  day'.s  post,  and  I  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  acquaint  you  there  is  [no]  probability  of 
a  misunderstanding  between  you  and  me  respect- 
ing the  relea.se  on  parole  in  these  Slates,  or  even- 
tual return  of  Captain  Barss  to  Nova  Scotia,  as 
you  apprehend  might  occur  in  consequence  of 
your  letter  to  me  of  the  22d  ultimo,  not  precisely 
conforming  to  the  proposals  contained  in  my  let- 
ter of  the  13th  of  that  month,  and  to  which  it 
was  an  answer. 

In  my  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  1  not  only 
enclosed  them  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  of 
March,  but  concluded  it  in  the  words  following: 
'•  Permit  me  to  request  an  early  answer,  so  that 
Captain  Barss  may  be  permitted  to  return  to 
Nova  Scoiia,  in  the  event  of  your  agreeing  to 
parole  or  exchange  Captain  Nichols  for  him; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular  attention 
to  the  condition  expressed  in  the  Commissary 
General's  letter,  a  copy  whereof,  marked  A,  is 
enclosed."      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  «tc., 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Ma-son,  «fc. 

F. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomaa  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

September  17,  1813. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of 
letters  received  by  the  special  cartel  Roxaoa,  at 
Boston,  from  Rear  Admiral  Griffith.  Port  Admi- 
ral at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ler, agent  for  transports  and  prisoners  of  war.  I 
assure  you  it  is  with  extreme  pain  I  learn  from 
letters  that  it  has  been  found  necessary,  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty,  to  resort  to  such  unpleasant 
measures,  in  consequence  of  the  treatment  of 
British  prisoners  in  these  States.  Several  of  my 
former  letters  to  you  have  conveyed  my  opinion 
that  ultimately  these  measures  would  be  adopted. 
It  is  not,  at  present,  ray  intention  to  call  in  ques- 
tion either  the  justice  or  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  confining  British  subjects,  by  way  of  re- 
taliation, for  persons  taken  on  board  American 
.ships  of  war  and  private  armed  ve»>sels.  claimed 
and  proved  to  be  native  born  subjects  of  His 
Majesty,  with  the  single  exception  of  Captain 
Nichols,  of  the  Decatur  privateer,  sent  to  Eng- 
land to  be  tried,  charged  with  an  offence  commit- 
ted prior  to  the  war.  cognizable  in  His  .Majesty's 
ordinary  courts  of  justice.  I  shall  only  remark, 
for  your  consideration,  that  there  are  at  least  six 
times  as  many  American  prisoners  to  His  Ma- 
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jesty  as  there  areBritish  prisoners  in  these  States; 
and  that,  if  the  system  is  maintained,  the  inevi- 
table consequence  must  be.  that  all  the  prisoners 
on  both  sides  must  suffer. 

You  will  perceive  from  Lieutenant  Miller's 
letter,  and  the  abstract  of  prisoners  now  enclosed, 
that  his  Excellency  Sir  George  Prevost  has  sent 
a  number  of  American  prisoners  to  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia.  from*tiuebec ;  the  greater  proportion  of 
these  are  land  forces,  three  hundred  and  sc-venty- 
seven  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and 
forty-four  commissioned  officers,  including  a  few 
naval  characters. 

[Enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 
Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  a 
vessel,  likely  to  touch  at  a  port  in  the  United 
States,  offers  to  inform  you  that  your  despatch  to 
Sir  J.  Warren,  by  the  Agnes,  containing  one  let- 
ter, dated  the  27th  of  July,  together  with  the  copy 
of  a  letter  to  General  Masou,  was  delivered  to 
me;  and  that,  in  the  ahsence  of  Sir  John,  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  open  it. 

Understanding  from  the  master  of  the  cartel, 
as  well  as  from  the  prisoners  that  came  in  her, 
that  the  British  prisoners  put  in  jail,  on  a  retali- 
atory order  of  the  American  Government,  con- 
tinue in  confinement,  I  have  taken  upon  myself 
to  order  the  agent  here,  Lieutenant  Miller,  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  American  Government, 
and  immediately  to  shut  up  in  the  jail  of  this 
town  two  American  prisoners  of  war  for  every 
British  subject  he  may  in  future  learn,  on  satis- 
factory information,  are  confined  in  the  jails  of 
the  United  States.     I  have.  &,c. 

EDWARD  GRIFFITH. 

Rear  Admiral. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  William  Miller, 
British  tgent  for  prisoners  of  war,  to  Colonel  Thom- 
as Barclay,  general  agent  for  British  prisoners  in 
the  United  States,  dated 

Halifax,  August  28,  1813. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letters  of  the  3d  ultimo  and  2d  instant,  and 
herewith  beg  leave  to  enclose  progressive  returns 
of  American  and  French  prisoners  of  war  in  my 
custody  to  date,  and  received  since  my  last  return. 
(17th  instant,)  four  hundred  and  ninety  Ameri- 
can prisoner.-)  of  war  from  Quebec,  per  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Regulus  and  Melpomene,  a  list  of 
which  I  cannot  transmit,  in  consequence  of  my 
not  having  been  furnished  with  any  from  the  Mel- 
pomene, but  trust,  by  the  next  conveyance,  I  will 
be  enabled  to  forward  you  the  same. 


Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners. 
Washington,  Sept.  22,  1813. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterday  the  letter  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  me  on  the  17ih  instant, 
enclosing  copies  of  a  communication  to  you  from 
Mr.  Miller,  your  agent  for  prisoners  at  Halifax, 
dated  th^  28ih  of  August,  and  of  one  from  Ad- 
miral Griffith,  without  date;  by  these  I  learn,  in 
general  terms  only,  that  the  officers  of  your  Gov- 
ernment at  Halifax  have  thought  proper  to  desig- 


nate a  certain  number  of  American  prisoners  of 
war  at  that  place  to  be  imprisoned,  on  the  plea  of 
counter-retaliation  for  British  prisoners  of  war 
held  in  confinement,  as  you  have  been  from  time 
to  time  informed,  as  hostages,  to  answer  for  the 
safety  and  proper  treatment  of  American  prison- 
ers heretofore  named  to  you,  unwarrantably  de- 
tained and  tratisported  to  England  or  elsewhere 
for  trial. 

On  that  day  I  received,  also,  letters  from  our 
agent  for  prisoners  at  Halifax.  Mr.  Mitchell, 
which  came  by  the  same  vessel,  the  cartel  Rox- 
ana,  and  which  supply  that  part  of  the  system 
adopted  at  Halifax,  not  disclosed  by  your  de- 
spatches. Sixteen  American  citizens  we  now 
know,  sir,  have  been  cast  into  dungeons  ;  six  of- 
ficers of  privateers,  to  wit:  two  captains,  three 
lieutenants,  and  a  sailing-master,  have  been  thrust 
into  one  noisome  hole  of  the  area  of  nine  feet  by 
seven,  where  they  are  only  permitted  to  receive 
the  means  of  respiration  and  the  light  of  heaven 
through  an  iron-barred  aperture  of  twenty-four 
by  ten  inches.  Ten  of  the  brave  crew  of  the 
Chesapeake  frigate,  a  carpenter,  a  boatswain,  and 
eight  seamen  have  been  crammed  into  two  simi- 
lar dark  and  impure  receptacles  of  wretchedness. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  American  soldiers 
and  seamen  have  been  picked  out  from  their  com- 
rades, and  sent  to  England  for  trial.  I  shall  for 
the  present,  sir,  make  no  comment  on  the  charac- 
ter of  these  transactions.  You  must  be  sensible 
that  the  spirit  and  justice  of  this  nation  will  not 
permit  such  wrongs  to  go  unredressed. 

When  the  measures  of  the  Government  are 
taken  you  shall  be  informed.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  it  becomes  proper  to  apprize  you  that 
these  will  not,  in  the  smallest  degree,  be  influenced 
by  the  consideration  which  you  are  pleased  to 
hold  up  to  our  view  of  the  present  balance  of 
prisoners  in  your  possession.  The  fortune  of  war 
may  change  this  state  of  things,  or  the  Govern- 
ment may  resort  to  other  means  of  redress  against 
outrages  on  humanity,  if  unfortunately  they  should 
not  be  discontinued  ;  but,  whatever  may  at  any 
time  be  its  advantage  on  this  score,  you  may  be 
assured,  sir.  that  it  will  never  avail  itself  of  the 
power  it  may  happen  to  have  to  violate  a  solitary 
principle  of  right,  or  cause  a  single  individual  to 
suffer  unnecessarily.  On  all  occasions  where  ri- 
gid treatment  has  been  used  by  us  towards  any  of 
your  prisoners  of  war,  it  has  been  forced  on  us  by 
some  previous  act  of  your  officers.  Our  system 
has  been  purely  retaliatory,  and  of  the  mildest 
nature,  since  the  manner  of  the  confinement  has 
never  as  yet  been  used  by  us  to  inflict  punishment, 
or  made  more  close  than  was  requisite  to  hold 
secure  against  escape  the  persons  of  the  individ- 
uals designated,  ultimately,  to  answer  for  conse- 
quences ;  and  we  have  never  failed  to  release  in- 
stantly, on  being  informed  that  the  cause  for  re- 
taliation had  ceased. 

I  have  not  made  these  observations,  sir,  to  divert 
you  from  your  purpose.  If  it  is  taken,  as  seems 
to  be  indicated  by  the  course  pursued  at  Halifax, 
we  are  ready  to  meet,  by  corresponding  measures, 
every  treatment  of  prisoners  taken  in  war.  unau- 
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orized  by  the  practice  of  nations,  as  well  as  that  He  had  taken  his  measures,  and  before  I  could 
of  other  of  our  citizens,  held  in  confinement  by  !  see  him  to-morrow  our  men  will  be  out  of  the 
^ihe  authorities  of  your  Government,  much,  per-  '  harbor,  and  no  supplication  on  my  part  would 
Sbaps  too  much,  of  which  has  not  heretofore  been  '.  relieve  one  of  the  sixteen  from  their  horrid  dun- 
Ibroughi  into  accounl,  in  the  constant  hope  that  a  ,  sreon.  It  is  their  country  that  must  redress  them, 
frelaiation  on  your  part  might  prevent  the  open-  ,  They  are  all  in  spirits,  confident  it  will  do  so.  Be 
;iog  of  wounds  additional  to  those  necessarily  ;  assured,  sir.  that  this,  nor  harsher  treatment,  will 
iinflicted  by  the  ordinary  course  of  civilized  war-    intimidate  a  man  who  is  here  in  confinement,  and 

I  hope  It  will  rouse  every  man  who  is  at  home. 

I  must  here  observe  to  you  that  on  Mr.  Mil- 
ler's calling  on  me,  and  not  having  written  to  me. 
I  complained  of  his  statmg  the  men  as  having 


J-fare.     On  the  other  hand,  I  have  more  than  once 

•<had  occasion  to  assure  you,  and  now  with  the 

rreater  sincerity  repeat,    that  I  have  been  con- 

lantly   instructed,  and   that  it  is  most  ardently 


i 


own   wish,  so  to  conduct  the  treatment  of  |  entered  or  given  themselves  up  as  British  sub- 
jects.    His  reply  was.  it  was  in  consequence  of 

I  the  report  made  from  the  ships  to  him.  though  it 

I  was  evident  he  did  not  believe  a  man  had  given 
himself  up  as  a  British  subject.     I  complained 

;  of  it  as  an  unmanly  subterfuge,  and  a  breach  of 
the  cartel.  Besides  the  list  he  gave  me,  he  men- 
tioned three  had  been  sent  to  England  in  the 
Spartan.  Captain  Brenton  ;  she  sailed  a  few  days 

I  since.     I  shall   receive  their  names  and  forward 

i  them  to  you. 

As  the  men  ordered  for  England  from  the  pris- 

j  on  were  badly  off  for  clothes,  and  I  could  not  pro- 

'  cure  any  ready  made,  I  requested  Mr.  Miller  to 

:  supply  them  with  shirts,  shoes,  Sec,  from  his 
stores,  which  he  has  promised  me  to  do.  This  I 
hope  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I      1  am  sir,  yeur  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MITCHELL. 

I      John  Mason,  Esq.,  Commissary,  <^c. 


^prisoners  of  war.  as  that  the  only  emulation  be 
c'lween  us  will  be  who  shall  most  frequently  and 
■Smost  effectually  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  un- 
*fortunate  individuals  whom  the  fortune  of  war 
I  may,  from  time  to  time,  place  in  the  respective 
*  power  of  the  two  Governments. 
I  I  earnestly  invite  your  attention,  sir,  to  the  al- 
*ternative,  and  shall,  I  pray  you  to  believe,  much 
rejoice  if  you  adopt  the  latter.     I  have  &-c. 

•  J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dec. 


Halifax,  September  2,  1813. 
Sir  :  t  have  written  you  much,  under  different 
■  dates,  to  go  by  this  vessel,  the  Roxana.     I  have 
yet  much  to  write,  and,  if  possible,  of  a  more  un- 
pleasant nature  than  what  I  have  had  occasion  to 
5  mention  since  my  coming  here. 
f      I  mention  being  informed  of  our  prisoners  be- 
ing sent  to  the  jail  here.     Last  night  brought  me 


*a  lelter  from  NIr.  James  Trask,  Captain   Lane 


Halifax,  September  3,  1813. 
Sir  :  It  was  with  much  concern  that  I  yester- 
day learned  several  American  prisoners  of  war, 
one  of  them  Mr.  James  Tra>k,  were  in  the  dun- 
geon of  the  common  prison  in  this  town.  Will 
you,  sir,  be  pleased   to  inform  me  the  particular 

About 'th7ee7p7M.,'h'e  ca"lied"on  Vnd'ac-  I  offence  of  each  person  who  has  been  moved  from 

Melville  island   to  the  jail   here,  or  why  it  has 
and  whether  I  can  visit   them 


.■and  four  others,  informing  me  of  their  having 
^been  brought  from  Melville  island,  and  were  then 
I  confined  in  the  dungeon  of  the  common  jail. 
This  morning,  at  eight  o'clock.  I  sent  a  lelter 
to  Mr.  Miller,  of  which  you   have  herewith  a 
copy.     , 

corapanied  me  to  the  jail;  there  I  found  the  per- 
sons mentioned  on  the  list  herewith.  The  six 
officers  of  privateers  are  in  one  dungeon,  having 
a  light  of  about  twenty-four  by  ten  inches,  grated. 
I  The  dungeon  is  nine  feet  by  seven  feet.  In  two 
k  similar  holes  are  ten  men  belonging  to  the  crew 
\  of  the  Chesapeake,  five  in  each.  I  have  already 
vi  informed  you  eleven  of  this  crew  have  been  sent 
r  on  board  different  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
•  ships  of  war.  In  addition  to  this.  I  lament  to 
^  have  occasion  to  inform  you  that,  besides  the 
If  fifty-nine  men  belonging  to  our  troops  sent  here 
•.  from  Canada,  they  have  picked  one  hundred  sea- 
men from  the  prison  at  Melville  island,  chietiy 
from  crews  of  privateers.  They  are  embarked, 
;and  ready  to  sail  for  England.  I  hare  ai>ked  for 
■  ithe  list,  which   the  agent  has  promised   me.     A 


been  done,  and  whether  I  can  visit  tnem  alone 
to-day?  if  not,  if  you  will  do  me  the  honor  to 
accompany  me,  and  at  what  hour? 

As  regards  Mr.  Trask,  I  beg  to  remind  you  of 
a  conversation  that  took  place  in  my  office,  in 
which  I  informed  you,  that  it  had  been  reported 
Mr.  Traik  was  likely  to  receive  severe  treatment 
for  having  broken  his  parole,  and  going  to  sea 
previous  to  his  exchange  •,  that  the  marshal  find- 
ing Mr.  Lightbody,  of  the  Maidstone  British  fri- 
gate in  like  situation,  he  would  detain  him,  sub- 
ject to  similar  treatment  as  Mr.  Trask.  On  your 
assuring  me  Mr.  Trask  should  be  treated  and  ex- 
changed like  the  other  prisoners,  and  exchanged 
with  them.  I  wrote  Mr.  Prince,  the  marshal  at 
Boston  •,  in  consequence  of  which  Mr.  Lightbody 
was  permitted  to  return  here  in  the  Agnes.  He, 
I  presume,  is  now  here,  and  can  explain  the  treat- 


;   copy  shall  be  sent  you  as  early  as  possible.     I 

could  not  describe,  even  if  time   would   admit.  .                          ,        n               t-.      l                i 

how  painful  this  unwarrantable  conduct  renders  ■  men^  he  received  at  Boston.     Further  remarks  I 

ray  situation.     As  Mr.  Miller  did  not  answer  my  "hall  not  make  on  this  business,  until  I  have  the 

last  letters,  he  proposed  to  me  to  see  the  admiral,  ^odo""  ^°  »^*'"  'fO'"  Y^^-     ^  »f"-  '^"■-  <^^- 

informing  me  Admiral  Griffith  had  said  to  him  JOHN  MITCHELL, 

be  would  see  me  at  any  time  ;  but  I  declined  the  ^S^^  ^'  S-  for  exchange  of  prUonerg. 

invitation,  satisjfifd  no  good  could  result  from  it.  Lt.  Wm.  .Miller,  Agent  for  Prisoners. 


\ 


Cheat  Britain— Naturalizatum. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  [ 
the  CommiBsarj  General  of  Prisoners.  j 

September  27,  1813.      ; 
Your  letter  of  the  22d  current,  in  answer  to  a  , 
part  of  my  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have  had  j 
the  honor  to  receive.     The  copies  of  letters  then  ! 
enclosed  to  you  contained  all  the  information  I  j 
had  received   from   Halifax  on    the  subject  of  [ 
American  prisoners  put  into  confinement  in  re- 
taliation for    British    prisoners   confined   in    the  , 
United  States.     It  is  not  in  my  power  to  contra-  ' 
diet  Mr.  Mitchell's  statement, either  with  respect 
to  the  places  in  which  these  prisoners  have  been 
confined,  or  that    ''one    hundred  and   fifty-nine 
other  prisoners,  soldiers,  and  seamen,  have  been  i 
picked  out  from  the  American  prisoners,  and  sent 
to  England    for  trial."     I  am,  however,    led  to  ! 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  information  with  re-  j 
gard  to  the  former,  from  the  expressions  in  Rear  | 
Admiral  Griffith's  letter,  that  he  had  taken  upon 
himself  to  order  the  agent,  Lieutenant  Miller,  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  American  Government, 
and  immediately  to  shut  up  in  the  jail  of  this  town 
(Halifax)     two   American    prisoners   for   every 
British  subject   he  may  in  future  learn,  on  satis- 
factory  information,  are  confined  in  the  jails  of 
the  United  States  ;  the  words  "  in  the  jail  of  this 
town"  not  comporting  either  with  dungeons  or 
noisome  holes,  dec,  represented  by  Mr.  Mitchell. 
Not  any  of  my  letters  notice  prisoners  being  sent 
to   England  for  trial.     Had  this  been  the  case,  I 
feel  assured  Lieutenant  Miller  would  have  men- 
tioned it;  because,  in  accounting  for  the  number 
of  prisoners,  he  is  very  particular,  and  in  his  last 
return   he  gives  the  names  of  {I  think  ten)  pris- 
oners, who  had  acknowledged  themselves  British 
subjects,  and  had  been  turned  over  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's ships  of  war.     If  he,  therefore,  noticed  ten, 
I  think  it  more  than  probable  he  would  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine.     This,  however,  is  simply  a 
deduction  from  analogy,  and  I  beg  leave  to  repeat, 
1  do  not  contradict  Mr.  Mitchell's  assertion. 

Whatever  may  be  the  situation  of  the  American 
prisoners  thus  confined  in  the  jail  at  Halifax,  it  is 
evidently  the  consequence  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects having  been  confined  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  way  of  retaliation  for  British  sub- 
jects (with  the  exception  of  Captain  Nichols,  of 
iheDecaturprivateer,)  taken  in  arms  against  their 
King,  and  sent  to  England  for  trial. 

It  rests  with  this  Government  to  determine 
whether  it  will  continue  its  claims  to  protect  His 
Majesty's  subjects  found  on  the  high  seas,  or  in 
His  .Majesty's  dominions,  in  arms  against  their 
sovereign,  at  the  expense  of  the  ease,  comfort, 
and  perhaps  lives,  of  its  native  citizens,  or  restore 
them  to  freedom,  by  abandoning  a  doctrine  not 
acknowledged  by  any  European  Power. 

I  pass  over,  without  remark,  the  remainder  of 
your  letter,  on  the  unpleasant  part  of  this  subject, 
as  the  propriety  of  these  measures  must  be  con- 
sidered, and  effectually  corrected,  by  our  respec- 
tive Governments  ;  and  hasten  to  assure  you,  that 
it  IS  Hi.s  Majesty's  earnest  desire  that  the  subjects 
and  citizens  of  both  nations,  made  prisoners  du- 


ring the  war,  may  receive  every  comfort  and  in- 
dulgence that  humanity  dictates. 


Office  Comm'y  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  Sept.  28,  1813. 

Sir:  By  late  advices  from  our  agent  at  Hali- 
fax for  prisoners,  we  are  informed  that  the  enemy 
have  dealt  out  to  a  number  of  our  prisoners  of 
war  in  their  possession  at  that  place  a  most  inhu- 
man and  violent  degree  of  punishment,  in  retalia- 
tion, as  they  allege,  for  the  confinement  of  cer- 
tain prisoners  of  theirs  held  by  us  as  hostages,  to 
answer  for  the  safety  and  proper  treatment  of 
several  of  our  officers  and  seamen,  made  prisoners 
of  war  by  them,  unjustifiably  held,  and  sent  off  to 
England  oi*  other  places  for  trial.  They  have  ac- 
tually thrown  sixteen  of  our  citizens  (a  descrip-* 
tive  list  of  whom  is  annexed)  into  dungeons,  the 
dimensions  of  which  are  nine  feet  by  seven,  hav- 
ing each  a  single  grated  light  of  about  twenty- 
four  by  tea  inches;  the  six  officers  of  privateers 
lie  together,  tortured  in  one  of  these  wretched 
holes,  and  five  of  the  Chesapeake's  crew  id  each 
of  two  others. 

The  British  authorities  at  Halifax  have,  more- 
over, selected  from  the  mass  of  our  prisoners  ia 
their  possession,  and  sent  to  England  on  the  plea 
of  their  btjing  British  subjects,  one  hundred  sea- 
men and  fifty-nine  soldiers. 

These  proceedings  call  loudly  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  redress;  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  this 
can  be  only  had  by  causing  the  cruelty  of  the 
enemy  to  be  felt  also  by  their  own  5ubjects,  indi- 
vidually innocent.  I  am  commanded  by  the  Pres- 
ident to  direct  that  you  will,  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  after  the  reception  of  this  order,  desig- 
nate and  confine  in  dungeons,  similar,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  to  those  I  have  described  as  used  by 
the  enemy,  sixteen  prisoners  of  war,  British  sub- 
jects, now  in  your  charge,  or  who  will  very  soon 
be  so  placed  by  the  late  arrangement  made,  as 
you  are  advised,  of  marching  all  the  prisoners  on 
the  maritime  frontier  East  of  you  to  Salem ;  that 
is  to  say.  six  officers  of  privateers,  of  as  nearly 
equal  rank  as  can  be  done  with  those  enumerated 
in  the  annexed  list,  now  so  confined  at  Halifax, 
and  ten  of  the  crew  of  the  late  British  sloop-of- 
war  Boxer;  that  is,  one  boatswain  and  one  car- 
penter, or  two  petty  officers  of  equal  rank,  and 
eight  seamen,  there  to  be  held  in  retaliation  for 
the  cruelty  exercised  by  the  enemy  at  Halifax  on 
a  like  nurnber  of  our  prisoners,  as  before  stated; 
and  further,  that  you  will  immediately  designate 
one  hundred  other  seamen.  British  subjects,  pris- 
oners of  war,  belonging  to  men  of  war.  privateers, 
and  merchantmen,  separate  'hem  from  the  ordi- 
nary prisoners  of  war.  place  them  in  close  con- 
finement, so  as  to  prevent  effectually  the  means 
of  escape,  but  not  to  intiict  punishment,  and  there 
hold  them  as  hostages,  to  answer  for  the  safety 
and  proper  treatment  of  the  one  hundred  Ameri- 
can seamen  sent  from  Halifax  to  England,  in  the 
manner  I  have  already  described.  You  will  in- 
form all  those  unfortunate  persons  so  designated 
and  confined,  of  the  causes   by   which  such  a 


if 
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ijiea5ure;has  been  forced  on  us,  and  you  will  be 
{^leased  tf)  make  a  speedy  and  regular  return.  For 
;^e  treatpient  of  the  fifty-nine  soldiers  I  will  sive 

'ihe  requisite  orders  in  another  quarter. 

f  '  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

J    Jame9  Prince.  Esq.,  J.  MASON 

■  }fj.rshal  of  Massachusetts. 
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>'xtr»rt  oj"  a  letter  from  the  Comini«ii*ry  General  of 
Priiooera,  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

!  j  September  29,  1813. 

To  yi?t>r  letter  of  the  17th  instant.  I  am  inform- 
ed that"  Sir  George  Prevost  had  j^ent  a  number  of 
American  prisoners,  amounting  to  three  hundred 
and  serenty-seven  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  and  forty-four  commissioned  officers, 
principally  laqd  forces,  from  the  station  for  ex- 
chan^**  iit  Q:flebec  to  that  of  Halifax.  Desirous 
of  coqfiping  my  observations  at  that  time  to  a 
distinct  subject,  I  did  not.  in  my  reply  to  part  of 
your  letter  of  that  date,  make  any  remarks  on  this 


\ 


I 


most  unexpected  proceeding.  I  have  now,  sir,  to 
demand  the  reasons  for  that  unjustifiable  step, 
which  can  but  be  considered  as  in  direct  hostility 
with  the  provisions  of  the  cartel,  and  as  a  meas- 
ure replete  with  harshness  and  severity  towards 
our  officers  and  men  so  removed  ;  since  they  have 
been  thus  subjected  to  an  inconvenient  and  dan- 
gerous sea  voyage,  (by  which  many,  as  I  am  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Mitchell,  have  suffered  much.) 
and  placed  in  a  situation  more  remote  and  diffi- 
cult as  to  communication  for  exchange,  without 
any  plea  of  necessity  or  safety.  What  was  in- 
tended by  this  removal,  or  what  other  measures 
of  a  similar  nature  may  be  in  contemplation  by 
your  officers,  is  not  for  me  to  anticipate;  but  it  is 
proper  to  inform  you  that  letters  have  been  re- 
ceived from  some  of  our  officers  of  rank,  prisoners 
in  Canada,  communicating  that  it  has  been  inti- 
mated by  the  commander  of  the  British  forces 
that  he  intended  sending  a  considerable  part  of 
our  land  forces  to  Englaud,  and  among  them 
some,  if  not  all,  of  the  General  officers.  I  find  in 
your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  the  following  pas- 
sage:  ''You  will  perceive,  from  my  letter  to  you 
of  the  17th  instant,  that  his  Excellency  Sir  George 
Prevost  has  found  it  necessary  to  send  a  number 
of  American  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  privates,  from  Quebec  to  Halifax.  I  regret 
this  circumstance,  as  we  were,  as  you  say,  on  the 
eve  of  exchanging  them  by  a  land  route;  that  is 
now  out  of  our  power.  I  request  your  answer  for 
the  proposal  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  17lh 
instant." 

Am  I  to  understand  from  this  that  all  the 
American  prisoners  are  already,  or  will  be.  re- 
moved from  Quebec  ?  My  impressions  were,  that 
you  hold  tiiere  about  double  the  number  of  those 
reported  to  have  been  sent  to  Halifax.  Be  pleased 
to  inform  me  on  this  subject. 

If  the  remaining  part  of  the  troops  be  not  re- 
moved, I  must  remonstrate,  in  the  most  positive 
terms,  as  well  against  what  has  been  done,  as 
against  any  future  removal  of  our  officers  or  men 
from  the  station  in  Canada  appointed  for  ex- 
changes, to  other  and  distant  stations,  by  useless 
and  harassing  voyages  by  sea. 


Hablem.  October  1,  1813. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27ih  of  Sep- 
tember, in  answer  to  yours  of  the  22d  of  that 
month,  I  acquainted  you  that  Lieutenant  Miller, 
His  Majesty's  agent  for  transports  and  prisoners 
of  war  at  Halifax,  had  not.  in  his  communica- 
tions to  me,  made  mention  of  any  American  pris- 
oners having  been  sent  to  England,  and  that  Rear 
Admiral  Griffith  had  also  been  silent  on  that  sub- 
ject. I  at  the  same  time  gave  you  ray  reasons 
for  doubting  the  fact. 

I  yesterday,  however,  received  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant  Miller,  dated  the  17th  of  September, 
in  which  were  enclosed  copies  of  the  names  of 
one  hundred  and  one  naval  and  fifty-nine  milita- 
ry prisoners  sent  to  England  in  His  Majesty's 
ships  Melpomene  and  Regulus.  Copies  of  these 
lists  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you.     You  will 
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perceive  that  the  fifty-nine  soldiers  sent  to  Eng- 
land are  deserters    from  His    Majesty's  service, 
and  the  name  of  the  regiment  to  which  each  of 
them  belonged  placed  opposite  their  names.  With 
respect  to  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen,  you  j 
will  observe  that  Lieutenant  Miller  notices  three 
who  were  sent.  '•  supposed  to  be  British  subjects,"  , 
opposite  to  whose  names  he  has  made  this  noti- 
cia  (t).     He  has  also  placed  a  mark  (*)  opposite 
to  the  names  of  fifteen  other  seamen,  who  he  says 
are  '"men  who  have  been  twice  found  in  arras, 
before  they  were  exchanged."     Eighty-three  of  [ 
the  seamen  sent  to  England  have  no  mark  oppo-  : 
site  to  their  names.     1  regret  this  circumstance, 
as  it  is  my  anxious  wish  to  give  every  possible 
information  on   the  subject.     I   apprehend  they 
are  men  who  have  acknowledged  themselves  to 
be  British  subjects.     I  shall,  however,  avail  my- 
self of  the  earliest  conveyance  to  request  Lieu- 


tenant Miller  to  give  me  the  reasons  respecting 
the  eighty-three  seamen  thus  sent  to  England, 
and  shall  communicate  it  to  you  when  received. 

A  copy  of  the  return  of  sixteen  American  pris- 
oners confined  in  the  town  jail  at  Halifax,  as  a 
retaliatory  measure  for  eight  British  prisoners 
imprisoned  in  the  United  Stales,  I  transmit  here- 
with. Four  of  these  are  confined  for  Squirrell 
and  Russell,  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Dragon;  but 
as  you  have  since  released  Squirrell  and  Russell, 
and  I  have  sent  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren  no- 
tice of  it,  the  four  men  now  in  confinement  will 
be  released  the  instant  my  letter  is  received.  I 
shall  forward  a  duplicate,  and  also  write  Lieuten- 
ant Miller  to  release  the  four  American  prisoners 
confined  for  Squirrell  and  Russell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ob't  servant, 
THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Gen.  John  Mason,  tfcc. 


List  of  one  hundred  American  prisoners  of  war  discharged  from  the  custody  of  Lieutenant  William 
Miller,  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  Nova  Sxtia,  per  order  of  Edward  Griffith,  Esq.,  Rtar 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  commanding  in  port,  i(C. 


No. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
26 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 


Name  of  prbe. 


Whether  man-of- 
j     war,  privateer, 
or  merchant  veaael. 


Wiley  Reynard 


Privateer 


Thorn  - 

Hunter 
Cosaack 


Montgomery 


Privateer 

Privateer 
Privateer 


Privateer 


Juhan  Smith 


I  Enterprise 


Privateer 


Privateer 


Whither,  and 

PrisoQcra'  names. 

(Quality. 

Time 

when 

by   what   or- 

discharged. 

der,  and  the 

date  thereof 

Thomas  Costen 

Gunner 

Sept. 

1813 

John  Jones 

Boatswain 

SepU 

1813 

John  Jackson 

Cook 

Sept. 

1813 

A 

Henry  Butler 

Steward      - 

Sept. 

1813 

ts 

John  Carles 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

•c 

John  Brisk                 -  1 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

0 

John  Machahan         -  j 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813  1 

1 

John  Boyer                 -  • 

Seaman 

Sept 

1813  { 

S 

William  Kirkpatrick 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

r  Ad 
rbor. 

Perry  Hall 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

William  Lindsey      -  ; 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

1^ 

tHerekiah  Wilson    - 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

H 

Manuel   Tois 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

o| 

JoM'ph  Wood 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

S2 

Joseph  Brown 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

•s« 

N.  H  olden 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

It 

Charles  Kingman     - 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

si 

t  Robert  Parker 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

•9  m 

Jos4?ph  Forrester 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

Zachariah  Owen 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

George  Pider 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

Nathaniel  Weston    - 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

Charles  Greene 

Seaman 

Sept, 

1813 

!-S 

Benjamin  Ward 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

Benjamin  Hill 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

11 

Daniel  Ropes 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

Es.  Henfield 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

William  Clark 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

William  Wanton      • 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

John  Forbes 

Seaman 

Sept 

1813 

a 

Thomas  Sparks 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

John  Phinney 

Seaman      - 

;  Sept 

1813 

Asa  Higgins 

Seaman 

'  Sept. 

1813 

George  Lawrence     - 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

Nich.  Verplust 

Seaman 

Sept 

1813 

a 

Thomas  Snow 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

Joseph  Cloutman 

Seaman 

Sept. 

1813 

John  Widger 

Seaman 

Sept 

1813 

1 

Peter  Meliard 

Seaman 

.,  Sept. 

1613 

I 
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Prisoners'  names. 


Nathan  Fuller 
John  Clothy, 
Henry  Terry 
Robert  Ruitseil 
Frederick  Williams 
•Jesse  (j08« 
•William  Clothy       - 
^Isaiah  Pettigal 
John  Tarilon 
Isaac  McKenny 
John  Varney 
Samuel  Moore 
•M.  Waterhouse 
•Abraham  Francis    - 
•Daniel  Lucas 
*Jacob  Johnson 
•James  Andrews 
John  Thompson 
John  Card 
Robert  Hillsbrook     - 
Henry  Pitman 
John  Marshal 
Pellere  Mclntire 
•Jeremiah  Drisco 
•Ephraim  Crass 
Robert  Brown 
Thomas  Ferguson     - 
James  Hunter 
Robert  Forsyth 
Edward  Cooper 
James  Richardson     - 
EUsha  8mith 
A4a  Tufties 
Joseph  Spaulding     - 
Robert  Stoddard 
G.  W.  Hamilton 
Goodman  Anderson 
John  Jessamine 
tJohn  Davis 
Charles  Blake 
•Elisha  Punal 
•Henry  Bump 
•Charles  Johnson 
Samuel  Golding 
Isaac  Gilbert 
James  Wilson 
•W.  Rodgers 
Richard  Eddy 
John  McKay 
Hans  Selby 
Charles  Brown 
Daniel  Stroms 
Edward  Phillips 

John  Burne 
WiUiam  Biown 
John  Cook 
•Isaac  Hawkins 
Letter  of  Marque.J  James  Birmingham 
Privateer,  -  i  Thomas  Browne 

Privateer,  -  I  Thomas  Hutt 

Privateer,  -  '  James  Evert 

-     Jamei  Walling 


I  'Whither,  and 

Quality.      !  Time  when      by  what   or- 

i  discharged.      der,  and  the 

I  \  date   thereof. 


Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Paymaster- 

Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seamzin 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 

Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 


813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
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813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
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813 
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813 
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The:furegoing  American  prisoners  of  war  Tictualled  at  Melville  Island  the  day  discharged. 

W.  MILLER.  Agent  for  Priwneri  of  War. 
•.M<q  who  have  been  twice  found  in  arms  before  they  were  exchanged,     t^upposed  to  be  British  subject*. 


hut  of  American  prUoners,  being  Britith  subiecit,  received  into  the  custody  of  IViUiam  Miller,  and  tent  to 

England  on  board  the  Melpomene.  


No. 


1 
3 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

11 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

60 

51 

62 

53 

54 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 


Prisoners'  names. 


Time  when  taken. 


John  Doud, 
John  McGowan, 
John  Brown, 
James  Henry, 
Darby  Cannody, 
Patrick  McDennis, 
James  Carey, 
James  Given, 
Hindren  Anderson, 
John  Mackey, 
Thomas  Stewart, 
Robert  Maxwell, 
Matthew  Flagherty, 
James  Miller, 
James  Scott, 
Hugh  McGuire, 
Edward  Cranney, 
Andrew  Coke, 
G.  McHendrick, 
Thomas  Taggart, 
Thomas  S.  Newland, 
J.  Fitzpatrick, 
James  Loury, 
Michael  Wayne, 
John  Lynch, 
Thomas  Clayton, 
James  Evans, 
Barney  Hoy, 
Major  Watson, 
Matthew  Campbell, 
John  Napernay, 
William  .Melvin, 
William  McRoy, 
Edward  Evans, 
Charles  McKeever, 
Charles  Dencon, 
Edward  Denmade, 
George  Courtney, 
William  Sloin, 
Archibald  Patterson, 
Robert  Norton, 
Edward  Gorman, 
Dominick  Cannon, 
James  Hunter, 
James  Brown, 
John  Barlow, 
William  Kelly, 
Patrick  Cahoe, 
John  Eagan, 
Samuel  Gray, 
William  McErer, 
John  Smith, 
John  Todd, 
George  McMuUen, 
Charles  Kelley, 
John  Smiely, 
Benj.  McConagehy, 
Con.  O'Neil, 
John  Fenney, 


24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24lh  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813. 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  181.3, 
24th  June,  181.3, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
a4th  June,  1813, 
24lh  June,  1813, 
I  24th  June,  1813, 
,  24th  June,  1813, 
I   24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24ih  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
'  24th  June,  1813, 
■  24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 
i  24th  June,  1813, 
1  24th  June,  1813, 
.  24 ih  June,  181.3, 


Name  of  British  regi- 
ment to  which  they 
belonged. 


14th  regiment  of  foot. 
14lh  regiment  of  foot. 
14th  regiment  of  foot. 
14th  regiment  of  foot 
14th  regiment  of  foot. 
14th  regiment  of  foot. 
14th  regiment  of  foot. 
14th  regiment  of  fool. 
14th  regiment  of  foot. 
14th  regiment  of  foot. 
14th  regiment  of  foot. 
I4th  regiment  of  foot. 
14th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

6th  regiment  of  foot. 

6th  regiment  of  foot. 

Ist  light  artillery. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4lh  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 
!   I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 
6th  regiment  of  foot 
6th  regiment  of  foot. 

I4th  regiment  of  foot. 
6th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 
I     5th  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

[   14th  regiment  of  foot. 

Ist  regiment  of  foot. 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 
'  14th  regiment  of  foot. 
I  14th  regiment  of  foot. 
!  14th  regiment  of  foot. 
i  14th  regiment  of  foot. 
I  14th  regiment  of  foot. 
'  14th  regiment  of  foot. 
'  14th  regiment  of  foot. 
I  14th  regiment  of  foot. 
I   14th  regiment  of  foot 


Whither  and  by 
what  order  dis- 
charged. 
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W.  MILLER,  Agent  for  Prisonert  of  War. 
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Great  Britain — Naturcdizaiion. 


Extract  of  a  lettpr  from   Colonel  Thomaa  Barclay  to 
tbi^ComIni0vary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

j  n  '  October  3,  1S13. 

;  I  haw  prppar«?d  an  extract  of  that  letter  [from 
^  tthe  Co»ntnissary  General  of  Prisoners,  of  22d 
^  iSepteipJ  er]  to  he  sent  with  one  from  me  to  Lieu- 
\  •tenant'Jililler,  His  Majesty's  agent  for  prisoners 
\.  -at  Haljiix,  requesting  him  to  inform  me  whether 
4  <he  Ar.i'Tican  pi-isoners  confined  iu  the  town  jail 
4  i«t  that  ijlace  are  treated  in  the  manner  it  has  been 
■J  Veportesd.  to  you,, and  stating  the  nature  of  ihecon- 
.  ginemefit  and  trtiatment  the  British  prisoners  ex- 
j^  ^erience  who  are  heW  under  retaliatory  orders 
I  from  tlji-s  Government.  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
J  |hey  aiie  put  in  such  places  as  those  you  describe, 
3F  because  Mr,  Miller  writes  me  they  are  confined 
I  in  the  town  jail.  If  ihey  were  immured  in  cells 
jl  Under  ground,  I  think  he  would  have  so  expressed 
*  iiimseU. 
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^xtractjof  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  the 
J  (iJommissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

>  October  4.  1813. 

I  assbre  you  t>iat  I  had  no  information  of  the 
sendind,  or  the  iotention  of  sending,  the  American 
iirisontrsfrom  Quebec  to  Halifax,  until  I  received 
Lieuteiant  Miller's  letter  on  the  subject,  and  I 
did  not!  delay  a  moment  to  communicate  to  you 
»n  eveht  equally  opposed  to  my  inclination  and 
yours.  ;  I,  however,  am  convinced  Sir  George  had 
good  r(ia«ons  for  the  measures.  I  do  not  know  of 
uny  ot&er  prisoners  having  been  sent  to  England 
{han  tbbse  specified  in  the  two  lists  enclosed  to 
iou  onahe  1st  instant-  These  were,  or  at  least 
$re  staijed  to  be,  native  sobject*  of  His  Majesty. 
h  is  ncrt  to  be  credited  that  bona  Jide  American 
(itizen.'*,  prisoners  of  war,  unless  under  very  spe- 
.:ial  cir(;umstances.  will  be  sent  to  England. 

Extract;  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 

*  Pripooerg  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dat«;d 

'  [\  \  October  9,  1813. 

j  Your  ieveral  letters  of  the  1st.  3d,  and  4th  of 
^his  month  have  been  received.  With  respect  to 
ihe  seijmen  and  soldiers  (American)  sent  from 
Halifai  to  England,  whose  case  i  slated  in  my 
letter  of  the  22d  September,  and  lists  of  whom 
vou  have  sent  me.  I  will  at  present  only  remark, 
jhat,  aK  to  the  fifty-nine  soldiers.  I  am  by  no 
means  bjepared  to  admit  that  they  were  deserters 
ifrom  tpc  Britisii  service  when  they  enlisted  in 
oars.  The  list  tven  which  you  send  does  not  so 
state  itl  but  as  (o  part;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
when  tiie  prisoaers  of  either  party  are  taken  from 
■the  orcjinary  state  of  prisoners,  are  sent  off.  or  are 
confintjd,  or  rigidly  treated,  under  any  plea,  the 
other  ltai>  a  rigbi  to  expect  more  full  and  satis- 
factory evidence  than  such  as  you  exhibit.  Mr. 
iMitchtU,  our  agent  at  Halifax,  applied  in  vain  to 
■have  th*rse  men  examined,  or  some  evidence  ad- 
•duced  irespeciintg  ihem.     Again,  what  has  been 

•  furnisHeU  by  your  agents  is  contradictory  in  itself. 
.The  list  furnished  Mr.  Mitchell  at  Halifax  is 
'  headed.;- Return   of  soldiers    taken   in   arras   in 

t  ■ 


Upper  Canada,  belonging  to  the  United  States' 
Army,  who  have  delivered  themselves  up  as  Brit- 
ish subjects."  In  the  list  you  have  furnished, 
that  plea  is  abandoned,  and  they  are  called,  in 
part  at  least,  deserters.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
(as  you  have  the  correspondence)  to  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Mitchell  to  Mr.  Miller,  ot  the  1st  of  Septem-- 
ber,  where  he  remonstrates  on  this  subject,  and 
states  that  one  of  the  soldiers  he  had  conversed 
with,  and  the  only  one  he  had  seen,  claimed  to 
be  an  American,  named  the  State  and  county  in 
which  he  was  born,  and  entreated  his  interference. 
On  the  list  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen, 
American  prisoners,  sent  off  to  England,  you  ad- 
mit that  against  eighty-three  you  know  of  no 
charge  ;  you  apprehend  they  have  given  them- 
selves up  as  British  subjects.  You  state  that 
three  are  supposed  to  be  British  subjects,  and  that 
fifteen  have  been  twice  taken  in  arms. 

You  cannot  certainly  apprehend  that  American 
citizens,  native  or  naturalized,  would  give  them- 
selves up  as  British  subjects ;  and  it  is  almost  as 
difficult  to  suppose  that  a  British  subject,  if  there 
were  such  taken  in  arms  against  his  country, 
would  voluntarily  discover  himself.  These  are 
self-evident  propositions,  about  which  no  argu- 
ment is  necessary. 

If  there  were  any  taken  twice  in  arras,  a  treat- 
ment different  from  that  to  ordinary  prisoners  was 
to  have  been  expected;  but  we  claim,  and  shall 
insist  on  being  furnished  with,  the  circumstances 
attending  each  case,  as  I  furnished  you,  in  the 
case  of  Midshipman  Lightbody,  in  my  letter  of 
the  13th  of  June,  that  an  opportunity  may  be 
afforded  of  examining  into  the  facts;  and,  until 
such  information  is  given,  it  must  be  considered 
that  these  men  so  detained  are  unjustly  treated 
by  your  officers. 

I  shall  probably  soon  have  some  cases  of  a  sim- 
ilar kind  to  bring  to  your  notice,  and  I  solicit 
your  attention  to  the  course  to  be  adopted,  as  well 
as  to  proofs  as  to  treatment. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  the  .Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  dated 

Wasuington,  October  11,  1813. 
Sir:  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  28th 
September,  directing  the  confinement,  and  its  par- 
ticular manner  in  each  case,  of  six  officers  and  one 
hundred  seamen,  I  have  received  letters  from  our 
agent,  Mr.  Mitchell,  at  Halifax,  dated  the  12th  of 
September,  by  which  I  find  the  nature  of  the 
confinement  of  the  six  officers  and  ten  of  the 
Chesapeake's  crew,  which  I  then  described  to 
you,  although  yet  inhumanly  rigid,  is  somewhat 
changed.  The  following  is  the  passage  of  his 
letter  on  the  subject:  'I  visited,  to-day,  the  jail 
and  prison  at  Melville  island.  I  found  the  six 
officers  removed  to  the  upper  part  of  the  jail;  the 
room  is  tolerable,  though  small  for  six  persons 
who  are  allowed  no  exercise  out  of  it.  The  tea 
of  the  Chesapeake's  crew  are  still  in  the  cells,  but 
are  allowed  to  walk  in  the  yard  in  the  day,  while 
sentinels  attend.  The  allowance  of  the  whole  is 
the  same  as  at  Melville  island."    I  understand 
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by  this,  that  the  six  American  officers  of  priva- 
teers and  merchantmen  have  been  taken  out  of 
the  dungeon  and  put  into  a  small  upper  room, 
and  there  constantly  kept ;  and  that  the  two  un- 
der officers  and  eight  men  of  the  Chesapeake  are 
still  confined  in   the  same  dungeons   before  de 


and  we,  I   presume,  will   take  measures  accord- 
ingly, and  efficient  ones. 

Our  people  are  at  present  very  sickly  at  Mel- 
ville island;  there  are  daily  deaths;  tiie  climate 
is  very  inimical  to  our  people,  especially  such  as 
are  anywise  inclined  to  complaints  in  the  breast; 


scribed  to  you,  but  are  allowed  To  walk  occasion-  and  the  troops  from  Canada  have  suffered  much 
ally  in  the  day.  under  guard.  You  arc,  therefore,  \  from  diarrhoja  here;  there  are  of  ihem  from  fif- 
now  requested,  sir.  to  make  the  mode  of  confine-  i  teen  to  twenty  constantly  in  the  hospital.  We 
ment.  as  nearly  as  possible,  of  the  six  officers  and  have  lost  above  thirty  persons  within  a  month 
ten  under  officers  and  crew  of  the  Boxer,  directed.  \  past;  and  there  are  fifty-six  persons  now  in  the 
in  my  order  of  the  28th,  to  be  as  nearly  as  possi- !  hospitals,  and,  from  appearances,  [the  15ih]  most 
ble  similar,  for  each  class,  to  that  described  in  the  ,  of  them  dangerously  ill.     In  general,  they  are  ia 


foregoing  extract  from  Mr.  Mitchell. 


Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners. 

Washington,  October  12,  1813. 

Sir:  This  will  instruct  you.  by  order  of  the 
President,  to  designate,  immediately  on  reception 
of  this  letter,  fifty-nine  prisoners.  British  subjects, 
in  your  custody,  soldiers  or  marines,  not  of  the 
militia,  and  the  first  in  preference,  if  you  have  as 
many,  whom  you  will  separate  from  the  ordinary 
prisoners,  place  in  close  confinement,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent certainly  the  means  of  escape  ;  and  you  will 
so  hold  them,  subject  to  further  orders  from  this 
office,  as  hostages,  to  answer  for  the  safety  and 
proper  treatment  of  fifty-nine  of  our  prisoners, 
soldiers,  unjustifiably  lately  sent,  in  confinement, 
from  Halilax  to  England.  In  making  your  desig- 
nation for  this  purpose,  if  you  hold  more  than  the 
requisite  number  of  soldiers,  (many  of  whom,  I 
understand,  served  as  marines  on  board  the  fleet 
lately  captured  on  the  lake,)  you  will  designate 
by  lot ;  and  so,  too,  with  the  marines,  if  you  have 
recourse  to  them  next  in  order.  When  you  have 
completed  your  designation,  you  will  make  an 
immediate  return  to  this  office,  descriptive  of 
names,  corps  to  which  belonging,  where  cap- 
tured, &.C. 

You  will  inform  the  unfortunate  men,  so  se- 
lected and  confined,  fully  of  the  cause  of  this 
measure.  You  will  issue  to  them  the  same  ra- 
tions. &c..  allowed  to  other  prisoners;  and  you 
will  in  no  way  make  their  treatment  more  rigid, 
at  this  time,  than  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
escape.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

J.  MASON. 

Tbomas  Steele,  Esq. 

Deputy  Marahal  of  Ohio. 


good  spirits,  and  all  preferring  to  suffer,  rather 
than  our  Grovernment  to  suffer  itself  to  be  dictated 
to,  or  to  sacrifice  any  right. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  agent  for 
British  prisoners,  to  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  agent  for 
American  prisoners  at  Halifax. 

October  17,  1813. 

I  have  also  communed  with  the  Commander- 
in-chief  on  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  4lh  in- 
stant, wherein  you  request  to  be  informed  whether 
there  is  any  prospect  of  a  cartel  being  sent  from 
hence  to  the  United  States  with  prisoners  of  war, 
and  what  number  will  probably  be  sent  before 
Winter  sets  in. 

I  am  directed  to  state,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  present  measures  adopted  by  the  American 
Government  towards  British  prisoners  of  war, 
and  their  detention  in  various  parts  of  the  United 
Slates,  contrary  to  the  stipulated  agreement  in 
the  cartel,  he  is  determined  to  send  the  major 
part  of  those  now  in  my  custody  to  England,  as 
soon  as  the  transports  arrive  from  Quebec. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  United 

States'  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  in  Nora  Scotia,  to 

the  Commistiary  General  of  Pnsoners. 

Sherwood,  near  Halifax, 

October  18,  1813. 

1  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received 
yesterday  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  agent  for  pris- 
oners here,  dated  the  17lh. 

You  will  perceive  he  reverts  back  to  my  letter 
and  inquiry,  dated  the  4th.  in  order  to  communi- 
cate the  intention  of  the  Conr>mander-in-chief  to 
send  to  England  the  major  part  of  the  prisoners 
at  this  station;  here,  then,  we  have,  without  dis- 
guise, the  intentions  of  the  Commander-in-chief, 


Mr.  Mason  to  Colonel  Barclay. 

Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  Nov.  23,  1813. 

Sir  :  When  you  were  lately  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment. I  communicated  to  you,  personally,  that 
retaliatory  measures  had  been  resorted  to  by  this 
Government  for  certain  highly  unjustifiable  acts 
of  your  officers  at  Halifax,  stated  at  large  in  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  23d  of  September. 

I  now  transmit  you  two  returns  from  the  Mar- 
shal of  Massachusetts;  one  of  one  hundred  and 
one  British  maritime  prisoners  of  war,  designated 
and  confined  to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the 
proper  treatment  and  safety  of  one  hundred  and 
one  American  maritime  prisoners  of  war,  enu- 
merated in  the  same  return,  taken  from  the  ordi- 
nary state  of  prisoners  at  Halifax,  and  sent  to 
England  for  trial ;  and  one  of  sixteen  British 
maritime  prisoners  of  war.  confined,  six  in  close 
custody,  and  tea  in  dungeons,  as  hostages  in  like 
manner,  and  in  retaliation  for  similar  severity  in- 
flicted on  sixteen  American  maritime  prisoners, 
also  there  described.  Orders  have  been  given  to 
designate  and  confine,  separately  from  the  other 
non-paroled  prisoners,  fifty-nine  British  soldiers, 
prisoners  of  war  at  Chilicothe,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to  be  held  to  answer  for  the  safety  and 
proper  treatment  of  fifty-nine  American  soldiers 
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rmanne;r  oefore  mentioned.     As  to  our    man- 
e  prisopsrs.  relative  to  wbom  returns  have  not  , 
•been  r^cfived,as  soon  as  they  come  in  a  copy  , 
,i]l  be  furaished  to  you. 
;s  the  settled  determination  of  this  Govern- 
niMt.  on  sykyects  of  this  nature,  has  been  already 


i  to  Bi^tand  from  Halifax  in  August  last,  io  |  which  this  (t)  is  affixed,  see  Colonel  Barclay's 
.  i.-r .;  —  J       A-  .-  —    ;      'etter  of  the  1st  October. 

1.  Thomas  Coston.  Northampton,  Virginia. 

5.  John  Carles,  Hillsborough,  New  Hampshire. 

7.  John  Machahan.  New  Jersey. 

14.  Joseph  Wood,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

16.  Nathaniel  Holden,  Gloucester,  Massachu- 
nj|';'e  than  piiice  made  known  to  you,  I   shall,  on  '•  setts. 

l(^  occasifcrt.  make  but  few  remarks.  In  my  let-  17.  Charles  Kingman,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
tt.  «»f  the  CAh  of  October,  I  adverted  to  the  singu-     12th  February,  1797. 

Ist  Reading  ysed  by  your  officers,  and  then  for  the  tl8.  Robert  Barker,  alias  Parker.  Dan  vers.  Mas- 
fiiil  lime  resjorted  ta.  which  was  placed  over  the  sachusetts.certificateof  citizenship  dated  16ih  Au- 
ri^jtrns  of  otjr  prisoiiers.  designated  for  the   pur-    gust.  1797. 

p<4Vi  before  mentioned,  declaring  that  they  had  !  22.  Nathaniel  Weston.  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
g  fen  ihemstlves  up  as  British  subjects.     This  I    2d  February,  1793. 

th^  insisttfd,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  ;  23.  Charles  Greene.  Newburyport.  Massachu- 
c;i«'ried  with  it  its  own  contradiction.  '  setts,  17th  September,  1792. 

£  irst.  protesting  against  any  construction  which  i      25.  Benjamin  Hill.  Salem,  Massachusetts,  lllh 
ral^  be  useidj  in  the  most  remote  degree,  to  throw  I  December,  1791. 

thjjiroofs  in  such  cases  on  this  Government,  and  ;      28.  William  Clarke,  Marblehead,  Massachu- 
a^fisl  all  commitment  as  to  the  description    of  '  setts,  30th  September.  17S9,  baptized. 
ptr«)ns  captured   in  our  service,  whom   it  may  '      26.  Daniel  Ropes,  Salem,  Massachusetts. 
deXtJ  prop«-rto  claim  and  defend,  I  have  now  to        30.  John  Forbes,  Salem,  Massachusetts,  3d  Oe- 
im  you  s'r.  that  I  have  in    ray  possession   the     tober,  1784.  baptized. 

ijps  of  sbcwing  the  lalsity  of  that  declaration,  l      34.  George  Lawrence.  Salem,  Massachusetts. 
b>a4oc"ment,i  ot   the  most   minute  and  unques-        37.  Joseph  Cloutman,  Marblehead,  Massachu- 
ti  Ji^ble  kinJ.  establishing  the   birth,  within   the  '  setts.  24th  March,  1793,  baptized. 
Uiiied  States,  of  very  many  of  our  prisoners  so  I      38.  John  Widger,  Marblehead,  Massachusetts 
d^ignatedand  described. (a)  j  baptized  8th  May,  1783.  ' 

Jlut,  hir,  tljese  are  not  the  only  cases  in  which         39.  Peter  Melzard,  Marblehead.  Massachusetts 
it:.ijplainlv  r.hown  how  the  conduct  of  your  offi-    baptized  29th  September.  1793.  ' 

ce<-j  in  sei^iig  and  separating  our  captured  men        41.  John  A.  Clothy, Marblehead,  Massachusets 
fi(^  the  or^toary  state  of  prisoners,  and  subjecting  '      43.  R.  M.  Russell,  Marblehead,  Massachusetts. 
ti^ij[»  to  locg  and  painful  confinement,  has  stood        45.  Jesse Goss. Marblehead, Massachusetts,  bap- 
seffvondenaned   on   their   own  assumed  ground.  ;  tized  3d  April.  1796. 

I  i^i  instap^e.  among  many  that  might  be  cited,  i      46.  William   Clothy,  Marblehead,  Massachu- 
ihj^Jases  of  ifive  at  least  of  the  six  men  from  the  i  setts,  certificate  of  citizenship  13th  April.  1799. 
ciiKf  of  thU  N'autilus  ;  the  six  men  of  the  crew  of  I      47.  Josiah  Pettinghall,  Danvers,  Massachusetts 
th|i'rivaterr  Sarah   Ann.  thus  taken,  loni:  held.  !  21st  January,  1796.  ' 

at,^^nally^ljschareed;  and   the   twelve   men  of  I      48.  John  Tarlton,  Newcastle.  Maine,  certificate 
ih^jirew  (it:  the  Wasp,  taken  and   held   in  like  I  of  citizenship  5th  February,  1806. 
nfcjMaer,  thjet'  of  whom  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to,  '      49.  Isaac  McKenny.  Scarborough,  Maine  cer- 
ajji^ied  dUnng.  severe  confinement,  and  the  re-  j  tificate  of  citizenship  Uth  November,  1811.' 
mJhJing  niptj.  as  you  have  informed   me,  are  at  I      50.  John  Varney,  Wells,  Maine,  13ih  October 
1^,'th  restUrivd  to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  in  j  1792.  ' 

HjJax  foriejcchange.     In  this  last  instance  I  re-        51.  Samuel  Moore.  Camden,  Maine, 
fe^^.ou,  sirito  the  letter  from  Commodore  Beres-  i      53.  Abraham  Francis,  Marblehead.  Massachu- 
fofi.to  Adtairal  Warren,  of  which   I   furnished  {setts,  12th  June,  1799. 


yc*j|a  cop^,  and  in  which  he  states,  explicitly, 
th^Jhe  had' designated  and  detained  them  merely 
OD;^.  ispicioil),  and  because  our  officers  could  not, 
of  5lieir  owb  knowledge,  declare  that  they  were 
najLTe  born, Americans. 

iave  thK  honor  to  be,  dec. 

!  :  J.  MASON. 

f^l.  Tuop.  BAHCtJkY,  &C. 

i    "i 

(ibl^  ^ote  b^  the  Commissart/  Generai  of  Prisoners. 

jj#cumenjs  have  been  already  lodged  in  this 
ofll  j  whicU  prove  tEiat,  of  the  one  hundred  and 
on|  .earaen.isoown  ia  the  list  furnished  the  Amer- 
ici|  agent  ajt  Halifax,  by  Lieutenant  Miller,  the 
Brli|ih  ageiyt  fojr  prisoners,  in  his  letter  of  the  1st 


St^itmber,  {o  be  sent  to  England  as  British  sub- 
jeiis,  forty  Were  born  m  the  United  States,  as 
«'^rf^«raiedj  below.      Respecting   the   name   to 


56.  James    Andrews,    Boston,   Massachusetts 
30th  January,  1792. 

58.  John  Card,  Newcastle,  Maine,  certificate  of 
citizenship  28th  April,  1812. 

59.  Robert  Holbrook,  Portsmouth.  New  Hamp- 
shire, certificate  of  citizenship  6th  August.  1812. 

60.  Henry  Pitman.  Portsmouth.  New  Hamp- 
shire, 1790. 

61.  John  Marshall,   Portsmouth,   New  Hamp- 
shire, certificate  of  citizenship  12th  March,  1811. 

62.  Pelere  Mclntire,  Alfred,  Maine,  certificate 
of  citizenship  16th  August.  1797. 

63.  Jeremiah  Drisco.  Portsmouth.  New  Hamp- 
shire, certificate  of  citizenship  22d  March,  1809. 

64.  Ephraim   Cross.   Andover,  Massachusetts, 
certificate  of  citizenship  llih  July,  1801. 

67.  James  Hunter,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  cer- 
tificate of  Citizenship  5th  October,  1801. 
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70.  JamesRichardson,  Woburn,  Massachusetts, 
certifitaie  of  citizenship  9th  August,  1805. 

71.  Elisha  Smith.  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  bap- 
tized 25th  May.  1777. 

94.  William  F.  Brown,  Salem.  Massachusetts; 
baptized  7th  October,  1792;  certificate  1st  Octo- 
ber, 1812. 

95.  John  Cook.  Salem,  Massachusetts,  certifi- 
cate of  citizenship  30th  May,  1806. 


Colonel  Barclay  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Harlem.  November  30,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  in- 
stant, with  copies  of  two  lists  from  the  Marshal 
of  Massachusetts;  the  first  exhibiting  the  names 
of  one  hundred  and  one  British  maritime  prison- 
ers of  war,  designated  and  confined,  as  you  inform 
me,  to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  proper  treat- 
ment and  safety  of  one  hundred  and  one  Ameri- 
can maritime  prisoners,  enumerated  in  the  same 
list,  taken  from  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  at 
Halifax,  and  sent  to  England  for  trial ;  the  second 
list  details  the  names  ofsixteen  other  British  sea- 
men, prisoners,  confined,  six  of  them  in  close  cus- 
tody, and  ten  in  dungeons,  as  hostages,  in  like 
manner,  and  in  retaliation  for  similar  severity  in- 
flicted on  sixteen  American  seamen,  prisoners, 
therein  described. 

You  acquaint  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  orders 
have  been  given  to  designate  and  confine,  sepa- 
rately from  the  non-paroled  other  prisoners,  fif^ty- 
nine  British  soldiers,  prisoners  at  Chilicothe,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  held  to  answer  for  the 
safety  and  proper  treatment  of  a^imilar  number 
of  American  soldiers  sent  to  England  l>om  Hali- 
fax, relative  to  whom  returns  had  not  yet  been 
received,  but  that  when  they  came  in  a  copy 
should  be  sent  me. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  list  sent,  and 
will  thank  you  for  a  copy  of  the  third  list  when 
you  receive  the  original. 

I  have  more  than  once  stated  to  you,  sir,  that 
I  had  been  directed  by  my  Government  to  abstain 
from  intermeddling  on  these  unpleasant  national 
points,  but  to  leave  them  to  be  discussed  and  ar- 
rariged  by  the  two  Governments. 

It  your  Government,  as  you  hint,  is  in  posses- 
sion of  any  documents  that  may  tend  to  the  release 
of  any  Americans  confined  io  a  special  manner, 
and  feels  inclined  to  communicate  them  to  His 
Majesty's  Ministers,  or  to  Admiral  Sir  John 
Warren,  I  will  with  pleasure  transmit  tliem. 

I  refrain  making  any  remarks  on  several  ex- 
pressions you  have  used  in  your  letter ;  it  is  prob- 
able, had  you  re-examined  the  letter,  you  would 
either  have  omitted  or  softened  them.  Harsh  ex- 
pressions tend  to  irritate,  not  to  convince. 

Were  I  authorized  to  enter  upon  the  subject  of 

Jour  remarks,  I  should  state,  as  known  and  ac- 
nowledged  principles,  that  a  sovereign  has  a 
right  to  inquire,  by  the  ordinary  process  of  law, 
whether  any  of  the  persons  made  prisoners  during 
war,  by  his  forces,  naval  or  military,  are  his  sub- 
jects, and,  on  conviction,  to  punish  them  accord- 
ingly ;  that  reasonable  suspicion   was  sufficient 


ground  to  direct  an  inquiry ;  that  it  wa"  the  duty 
of  His  Majesty's  officers  to  apprehend  and  send 
to  England  for  trial  all  such  prisoners  as  there 
were  strong  reasons  to  believe  were  native  sub- 
jects of  His  Majesty.  I  should,  at  the  same  time, 
acquaint  you  that  on  such  trials  the  onus  probandi 
lay  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  and  that  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  could  only  be 
necessary  to  rebut  other  testimony. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  conveyances 
to  transmit  to  His  Majesty's  commissioners,  and 
to  the  Admiral-in-chief,  copies  of  your  letter,  and 
of  the  list  above-mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Jtc. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisonen. 

Decembetr  9.  1813. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  me  of  the  22d 
of  September,  in  which  you  communicate  the 
information  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  American  agent 
fur  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  had  detailed  to 
you,  respecting  the  treatment  of  sixteen  Ameri- 
can prisoners,  placed  in  close  confinement  at  Hal- 
ifax, on  principles  of  retaliation,  1  remarked  in 
my  reply,  that  although  I  would  not  hazard,  from 
want  of  information,  to  contradict  Mr.  Mitchell's 
assertions,  still  that  I  could  not  give  credit  to 
them,  as  they  differed  so  materially  from  Rear 
Admiral  Grifcth's  and  Lieutenant  Miller's  repre- 
sentation. 

Anxious  to  obtain  satisfactory  information  on 
this  point.  I  availed  myself  of  the  earliest  infor- 
mation to  request  of  Lieutenant  Miller  a  correct 
and  particular  description  of  the  places  in  which 
tbesesixteen  Americans  were  confined  in  the  town 
jail  of  Halifax,  and  the  treatment  they  receive, 
together  with  a  general  description  of  the  prison- 
ship  and  hospital  at  Melville  island,  where  ordi- 
nary prisoners  of  war  are  confined.  By  the  same 
conveyance.  I  requested  a  mercantile  friend  of 
mine  to  visit  the  jail  where  the  sixteen  American 
prisoners  were  confined,  examine  theirapartraents. 
and  minutely  to  inspect  the  prison-ship  and  hos- 
pital at  Melville  island. 

I  yesterday  received  Lieutenant  Miller's  official 
answer,  also  a  private  letter  from  my  friend,  ex- 
tracts of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you. 
I  also  enclose  an  extract  of  that  part  of  your  letter 
to  me  of  the  22d  September,  in  which  you  com- 
municate the  statement  which  Mr.  Mitchell  had 
transmitted  to  you  of  the  dungeons,  dark  and  im- 
pure receptacles  of  wretchedness,  <fec..  m  which 
sixteen  prisoners  were  confined.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  contrast  the  whole  together,  and  draw 
such  conclusions  therefrom  as  the  respective  doc- 
uments merit. 

I  beg  you  will  notice  particularly  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Sheriff  of  Halifax  to 
Lieutenant  Miller,  on  the  subject  of  the  rooms  in 
which  the  prisoners  were  confined,  and  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  to  Lieutenant  Miller,  in 
which  he  acknowledges  that  the  removil  of  the 
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rjsoners !  from  the  rooms  in  which  they  were 
j^nned  jin  the  jail  to  the  common  prison  on 
fcl'lville  jsland,  "  was  a  change  not  for  the  bet- 
^',."  W^'tlj  respect  to  the  prison  on  Melville 
SUnd,  or  the  treatment  the  prisonersi  received 
^itre,  I  do  »ot  recollect  your  havin?  at  any  time 
j|»«ide  corpplaiQt.  I  have  personally  examined 
JfjteraJ  Ajnerican  prisoners  on  the  subject,  who 
^^jpressedj  their  satisfaction  as  to  the  place  and 
ge.aiment;  and  observed  that  confinement  and  a 
l^^nty  all»)Wanoe  were  all  they  complained  of. 
Ije  prisoiitfrs,  frorji  Mr.  Mitchell's  account,  ap- 
^r  to  rennet  the  '•  dark  and  impure  receptacles 
Wretchedness"  they  have  left,  which  they  pre- 
^f!to  the  [tlt<asant,  healthy,  and  comfortable  island 
^ijwhich  Jthey  are  now  contined.  For  this  ex- 
tt^nge  thj'y  are  wholly  indebted  to  Mr.  Mitchell. 


*1^P7  oi  a  ^it£i  from  Mr.  Mitchell  to  Lieutenant  Miller, 
'  i  I  •  dated 

^1  >  Sherwood,  iVore?/i6^r  3,  ISl 3. 

:4^»iB  :  I  was  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th 
(^ttmo.  informing  me  of  the  removal  of  the  Amer- 
hfiji  prisoiieys  from  the  town  jail  to  the  prison- 
ijlj!^  at  Mi'lville  island,  and  that  removal  I  pre- 
s|i|ied  woyld  have  been  an  amelioration  of  their 
>|taation  ;  but  on  visiting  them  yesterday,  I 
l^^yned  frcnj  them  that  their  situation  is  worse 
i|{pa  the  vzviQ  jail,  except  the  indulgence  of  the 
ifilon-yarcl  and  of  seeing  their  fellow-prisoners  ; 
r||  jihe  wh()lv,  the  change  for  them  is  not  a  change 
f*.nhe  better. 

I  ,      I  ha^vc  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 
|;  ;  JOHN  MITCHELL. 

I,  Halifax.  Abtrtn^r  8,  1813. 

[y  Y  Deah  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request.  I,  on 
l.',6th  ins<».nt.  went  through  the  jail,  and  every 
ut\  of  ihq  prison-S(hip,  other  jails,  and  hospitals 
Tyuhe  priioners.  I  found  that  every  part  of  the 
jJljwas  perfectly  dry  and  comfortable;  there  are 
ngllungeoiis;  the  rooms  where  the  Americans 
vA>|e  confined  are  about  twelve  feet  by  seven,  a 
v|;dow  oi)ening  to  fresh  air.  and  another  in  the 
di(*r,  which  communicates  with  a  large  hall.  The 
jij|(  is  in  a  high  part  of  the  town,  and  these  rooms 
aj^  about;  two-ihii'ds  below  the  surface  of  the 
gjj^nd.     The  room  the  officers  were  confined  in 


I 


1  J:Ji  the  sfcond  story,  twenty  feet  by  twelve,  two 
\iJi^dows,  |fv»th  fine  praspects.  From  nine  in  the 
i^ninj  t|ll  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  prisoners 


ere  pern>iiied  the  free  use  of  a  large  yard  ;  rath 
|'indeed,;a  field..  In  consequence  of  the  false 
^jements}  i-n  the  American  newspapers.  1  am 
,  yrmed  tfi<>se  prisoners  who  were  in  the  jail  are 
|\y  on  bojirti  the  prison-ship.  From  the  jail  I 
j-jil   to  J(|It.|ville  island,  where   the  prison-ship 

Ij^  and  oti  which  ihe   prisons,  dec.  are  erected  ; 

iA<  a  beai'itiful  little  island,  surrounded  by  salt 
ner,  wh^iTh  suppl.es  an  abundance  and  variety 
,5sh;  tlii>  situation  must   be  as  healthy  as  any 

ip^heworjd      I   first  went  through  the  prison- 

spir,  which  M  very  large,  and  kept  in  much  better 
her  thani  could  have  anticipated.     She  is  cora- 

li'^iely  hoijsed  over,  by  which  means  they  have 

s  of  apartments'  above  water,  and  she   is  up- 

irds  of  s>i  feet  clear  between  the  beams.     No 


prisoners  are  kept  in  that  part  of  the  ship  below 
water,  and  a  great  part  of  the  day  the  prisoners, 
are  on  shore  in  the  open  air,  when  the  weather 
permits.  I  then  went  to  the  hospital  room,  which 
is  m  the  upper  part  of  a  high  building,  where 
they  have  as  much  air  as  they  please. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  ob't.  servant. 
Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  «i.c. 

Halifax,  November  24,  1813. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  request- 
ing to  be  informed  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  apartment  assigned  for  the  safekeeping  of 
several  prisoners  of  war,  ordered  to  be  held  in  the 
county  jail  in  September  last,  I  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  apartments  allotted  to  them  were 
in  every  respect  suitable,  and  sufficiently  large 
and  well  ventilated,  and  every  possible  indulgence 
granted  to  them  during  their  confinement,  which 
was  consistent  with  their  situation.  And  I  must 
beg  leave  to  observe,  when  they  understood  that 
they  were  to  return  to  Melville  island,  they  ex- 
pressed their  sorrow  at  being  removed,  and  ac- 
knowledged, in  my  presence,  the  indulgence 
which  they  had  received  from  the  jailer  and  his 
family.  The  first  two  or  three  days  after  they 
came  to  the  jail,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  them 
rather  more  closely  confined  than  they  were  af- 
terwards, when  three  apartments  were  allotted  to 
them,  and  the  use  of  the  entry  for  those  below; 
and  the  privateersmen  were  put  into  a  room  by 
themselves,  up  stairs,  sufficiently  large  for  their 
accommodation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JONES  FAWSON, 
Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Halifax. 

Lieut.  MiLLKR,  Agentfor  Pri$oner$,  ^c. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  agent  for 
Briluh  pnaonera  it  Hahfax,  to  Colonel  Tbomai 
Barclay,  dated 

NovE.MBER  24,  18i:i. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  enclosing  me  an 
extract  taken  from  General  Mason's,  dated  Wash- 
ington. 22d  September.  1813.  and  beg  leave  to 
transmit  herewith,  for  your  better  information, 
the  following  particulars,  which  will  evidently 
confute  the  authenticity  of  said  extract. 

Description  of  the  town  jail,  viz:  dimensions 
of  each  cell,  eleven  by  seven  feet  eight  inches; 
seven  feet  four  inches  high;  windows,  twenty- 
four  by  seventeen  inches;  another  in  the  door 
nine  inches  square,  together  with  being  allowed 
a  free  intercourse  during  the  night,  with  a  pas- 
sage of  thirty  by  five  leet.  and  eight  feet  high,  at 
the  end  of  which  is  a  window  of  twenty-four  by 
seventeen  inches,  with  the  use  of  other  celli  of 
the  above  dimensions,  and  windows  as  before  de- 
scribed, were  the  places  where  ten  prisoners  were 
confined  from  four  in  the  afternoon  until  nine 
o'clock  in  the  mornino^. 

The  SIX  officers  were  confined  in  an  upper 
room,  of  twenty  by  twelve  feet,  and  eight  feet 
high,  with  two  windows  of  four  by  three  feet 
each,  commanding  a  pleasant  prospect  of  the  »ur- 


2173 


APPENDIX. 


2174 


\ 


Oreat  Britain — Maturaiization. 


rounding  country  and  harbor,  with  permission  to 
take  the  air  occasionally  in  a  yard  of  eighty-four 
feet  square  (accompanied  by  the  seamen.) 

When  confined  on  board  the  ship,  they  had 
the  following  accommodation:  Between  decks, 
twenty  by  fourteen  feet,  with  two  scuttles;  also 
a  similar  space  in  the  lower  deck  of  the  same 
dimensions  and  accommodations,  with  scuttles 
also,  and  permission  to  visit  the  prison  yard  from 
nine  to  four.  P.  M.  With  respect  to  the  prison- 
ers sent  to  England  in  the  llegulus,  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  number  of  prisoners  being  daily 
expected  from  Q,uebec,  together  with  the  crowded 
stale  of  the  prison,  the  season  very  hot.  and  the 
small-pox  being  very  prevalent,  the  ultimate 
cause  of  Admiral  Griffith's  directing  me  to  send 
them  away.  I  also  selected  some  who  had  en- 
deavored to  effect  their  escape,  with  others  who 
had  shown  a  mutinous  disposition  ;  and  those 
marked  thus  (t)  were  supposed  to  be  British 
subjects. 

Having  enclosed  Captain  Kempt's  letter  (at 
Q,uebec)  respecting  the  soldiers  suspected  to  be 
also  British  subjects,  is  all  the  information  re- 
specting them  I  have  in  nay  possession,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  never  being  in  my  custody,  only 
inserted  on  my  books,  for  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing them  with  a  suit  of  clothes  each. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  William  Miller, 
Britiiih  agent  for  priaonerH  of  war,  to  the  right  hon- 
orable Sir  J.  B.  Warrrn,  Bart.,  K.  B.,  Admiral  of 
the  Blue  and  Commander-in-Chief,  dated 

Halifax.  N.  S..  .Vor.  25,  1813. 

The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells 
in  the  jail  of  Halifax:  celLs,  about  six  feet  be- 
neath the  surface,  lined  with  plank  all  around. 

Length,  eleven  feet  to  the  door ;  breadth,  seven 
feet  eight  inches;  height,  seven  feel  four  inches. 

Grate  at  the  end  for  the  admission  of  light  and 
air. 

Height,  one  foot  eight  inches  ;  breadth,  one  foot 
five  inches;  small  grate  at  each  door. 

Passage  between  the  cells;  Length,  thirty  feet; 
breadth,  five  feet;  height,  eight  feet. 

A  grate  at  the  end  of  the  passage  to  cell  doors. 

A  commodious  room  up  stairs :  Length,  twenty 
feet  three  inches;  breadth,  twelve  feet;  height, 
eight  feet;  two  windows  fronting  the  road,  four 
feet  by  three,  with  a  chimney.  This  room  fronts 
the  mam  road,  and  the  prisoners  have  a  complete 
new  of  the  harbor  and  surrounding  country. 

Area  of  the  yard  eighty-four  feet,  where  the 
prisoners  were  permitted  to  remain  from  nine  to 
four  o'clock. 

W.  MILLER. 
Ageitfor  Prisoner.^  of  iVar. 


Hakle.m,  December  9.  1813. 
Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  of  October  was  on 
its  way  to  this  place  at  the  moment  I  was  on  the 
road  to  Washington,  and  was  afterwards  trans- 
mitted to  me  thither.  Both  your  time  and  mine 
were  so  wholly  engaged  during  the  period  I  re- 
mained at  WashingloD  that  1  bad  not  a  momeot 


in  which  to  reply;  and.  on  ray  return  home,  I 
was  induced  to  delay  the  answer,  in  the  hope  of 
receiving  full  and  satisfactory  information  from 
Lieutenant  Miller.  His  Majesty's  agent  for  pris- 
oners, I  yesterday  received  letters  and  docu- 
ments from  him,  which  I  trust  will  remove  many 
of  the  objections  you  have  stated  to  me  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  His  Majesty's  servants  to- 
wards American  prisoners.  * 

In  your  letter  above  mentioned,  you  remark 
that  '"as  to  the  fifty-nine  soldiers,  (alluding  to 
those  sent  to  England  in  His  Majesty's  ship  Mel- 
pomene.) you  are  by  no  means  prepared  to  admit 
that  they  were  deserters  from  the  British  service 
when  they  enlisted  into  the  United  Slates'  ser- 
vice; and  that  the  list  which  I  had  forwarded  to 
you  did  not  so  state  it.  but  as  to  part."  You  fur- 
ther remark,  that  when  the  prisoners  of  either 
party  are  taken  from  the  ordinary  state  of  pri»- 
ooers,  and  sent  off,  or  are  confined  or  rigidly 
treated,  under  any  plea,  the  other  has  a  right  to 
expect  more  full  and  satisfactory  evidence  than 
that  which  I  had  exhibited  to  you;  (alluding  to 
the  copies  of  papers  from  Lieutenant  Miller  on 
the  subject  of  the  fifty-nine  men,  and  other  pa- 
pers,) that  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  American  agent  at 
Halifax,  had  applied  in  vain  to  have  these  men 
j  examined,  or  some  evidence  adduced  respecting 
I  them;  and  that  the  papers  transmitted  to  me  by 
Lieutenant  Miller  were  in  contradiction  to  one 
delivered  to  Mr.  Mitchell.  That  being  called 
!  "return  of  soldiers  taken  in  arms  in  Upper  Can- 
ada belonging  to  the  United  Slates'  Army,  who 
I  have  delivered  themselves  up  as  British  desert- 
ers;" whereas,  in  the  list  sent  me,  that  descrip- 
I  tion  was  abandoned  and  the  prisoners  were  called 

in  part,  at  least,  deserters. 
I      It  would  ill  comport  with  your  private  char- 
I  acter  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  or  in  your 
I  official  capacity,  to  admit  a  fact  unsolicited  by 
His  Majesty,  and  which  would  manifestly  tend 
I  to  the  injury  of  individuals  serving  in  the  Amen- 
I  can  Army.     Whether  these  men  are  native  sub- 
I  jects  of  His  Majesty,  and   whether  they  are  de- 
1  seriers  from  British  regiments,  are  facts  to  be  aa- 
I  certained    by  the   proper   tribunals  instituted  in 
I  Great  Britain.     The  m«-n  will  have  a  fair  trial, 
I  and.  unless  the  facts  are  fully  proved,  they  will 
I  be  acquitted  and  placed  with  the  American  pris' 
oners.     I  agree  with  you,  sir.  that  very  satisfac- 
tory information  is  due,  in  the  cases  referred  to 
in  the  extract  of  your  letter,  from  one  nation  to 
another;  and  1  should    imagine  that  the  official 
returns  of  His  Majesty's  officers  would,  in  the 
first  instance,  prove  satisfactory  so  far  as  to  in- 
duce your  Government  to  consider  there  was  suf- 
ficient cause  for  sending  the  fifiy-nine  prisoners 
to  England  for  trial.     I  cannot  believe  that  Mr. 
Mitchell  has  been  refused  any  leasonable  request 
for  satisfactory  information  respecting  the  fifty- 
nine  men;  at  the  same  time,  permit  me  to  add, 
that,  if  such  is  the  fact,  it  precisely  accords  with 
the  treatment  I  received  on  my  application  re- 
specting Dennis  and  Morrison,  seamen  belonging 
to  His  Majesty's  ship  Victorious,  claimed  by  the 
French  agent,  respecting  whom,  in  my  letter  to 
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l[\|)ii  of  the  ^Ith  of  June,  I  made  a  reasonable  and 
^tspecttid  requesc,  which  was  neither  attended  to 
\>r  grataced ;  on  the  contrary,  these  men  were 
llher  dejj»ered  t^  the  French  a^ent  or  liberateJ, 
^  Jilhout  ^^rding  me  an  opportunity  of  proving 
^|at  they  .were  no{  Frenchmen,  by  their  own  con- 
■^4ssion.  i>*  oppcsitiion  to  the  depositions  on  which 
'(♦take  It  [or  grantied  their  release  was  founded. 
jMt  IS  niit  difficult  to  explain  what  appears  to 
*vt)u  contjadictm-y,  from  the  caption  of  the  papers 
w^cspectivfly  sent  by  Lieutenant  Miller  to  Mr. 
jMitchell  )iud  myself. 

%,  The  fipt.  from  the  description  you  gave  me, 
^yd  whi(^h.  from:  being  marked  with  inverted 
;-v'mmas,  hnpears  u  quotation  from  the  documents 
,.«nt  fron^  Mr.  Mfller,  is  styled  "A  return  of  sol- 
diers tak^rj  in  arms  in  Upper  Canada,  belonging 
lo  the  Uijired  States'  Army,  who  have  delivered 
ihemselv^si  up  as  British  deserters."'  The  sec- 
i)«d.  to  Wi^  tbe  documents  sent  by  Lieutenant 
[iller  tojnje,  and  of  which  I  transmitted  you  a 
[i|st  copy,'  iff  styled  •'  A  list  of  American  prisoners 
'  war  rcjcfived  into  the  custody  of  Lieutenant 
jiller.  ar,d  sent  to  England  on  board  the  Melpo- 
kilene.''  Op  the  top  of  this  was  written,  in  Lieu- 
liinant  Miller's  ovn  hand,  by  way  of  meraoran- 
lijm.  ''sefit  to  England,  supposed  to  be  British 
r^.bjects."'-  The  list  sent  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Mil- 
\ik  was  ati  yrdinarv  list  to  account  for  alterations 
viflce  liis  lust  return  of  prisoners,  and  not  to  de- 
ii^nate  tl.e  cause  of  these  men  being  sent.  He 
^vas,  thervf»i)re,  under  no  obligation  to  be  parlicu- 
^ir  in  describing  the  cause;  indeed,  it  would  have 
"itlen  incorrect  in  him  to  have  stated  the  particu- 
^^s  in  a  flornmon  monthly  list,  intended  merely 
Si  account  for  ajlterations  during  the  month. 
5|eutena6t  Miller^  however,  in  his  official  return 
y*  me  of  the  30th' of  September,  heads  that  part 
Jti'  his  lis<  of  American  prisoners  "Lists  of  Brit- 
r^  subjeqtii  found  in  arms  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
|li;livered  themselves  up,  and  sent  to  England." 
copy  vf.  this  part  of  his  return  I  have  the 
,v)nor  to;  unclosC;  which  at  once  reconciles  all 
be  contfeajictioa  you  originally  supposed;  and 
-ju  will  iperceivtf  that  these  British  subjects  are 
<ot  "calfcij  in  part,"  but  each  of  them  specified 
^.(s  belongrirjg  to  a  particular  regiment.  I  confess, 
^owever.  \  am  not  fully  satisfied  whether  the 
figures  arid  words,  14th  regiment,  6th  regiment. 
"Rjt  light  irjfantry  14ih  foot,  and  1st,  are  intended 
^#  descrjpiive  of  the  American  regiments  to 
^hich  thty  belonged  at  the  time  they  were  made 
v^isonersj  or  the  British  regiment  from  which  it 
^\  said  il^ey  originally  deferted.  On  this  point 
"r^jieutenaiu  Milltr  informs  me  it  is  not  in  his 
^^l)wer  to  ajord  any  information.  I  shall,  there- 
..ire,  request  an  explanation  from  his  Excellency 
|l«eutena|il  General  Sir  George  Prevost,  and,  on 
^jfceivin^  his  ans>cer,  communicate  it  to  you. 


can   prisoners  of  war,   without  any  allegation 

against  them,  appears  to  be  correct.  The  motives 
for  sending  these  eighty-three  seamen  to  Great 
Britain  are  fully  stated  to  me  in  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ler's letter  of  the  24lh  of  November,  an  extract 
of  which  is  enclosed  in  my  letter  of  this  date. 
The  cause  therein  stated  I  confidently  hope  will 
be  satisfactory  to  you,  especially  as  the  health, 
comfort,  and  convenience  of  the  prisoners  are 
the  primary  objects.  To  the  same  causes.  I  beg 
leave  to  add.  you  are  to  attribute  the  subsequent 
transmission  of  American  prisoners. 

The  preceding  statement  of  facts,  I  trust,  will 
prove  satisfactory  to  you  with  respect  to  ninety- 
eight  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen  sent 
to  England,  and  induce  your  Government  to  or- 
der the  release  of  a  similar  number  of  British 
maritime  prisoners,  now  confined  under  retalia- 
tory orders,  for  them.  As  to  the  fifty-nine  sol- 
diers and  three  seamen,  American  prisoners,  sent 
to  Great  Britain  as  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  and 
the  corresponding  number  of  British  soldier*  and 
seamen  held  in  close  confinement  for  them.  I 
shall  make  no  other  remark  than  this,  that  the 
measures  the  American  Government  may  think 
proper  to  adopt  will  never  prevent  His  Majesty's 
exercising  a  right  acknowledged  by  all  civilized 
nations,  with  the  exception  of  these  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  «fec. 

THO.MAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Maso.n,  &,c. 


,With  i-espect  tg  the  one  hundred  and  one  sea- 
Jien  sent,  to  Engl^and  in  His  Majesty's  ship  Reg- 
iiFUS,  wh^t  I  originally  slated  to  you.  to  wit,  that 
jjiiree  of  »hem  w«ie  considered  fentish  subjects. 
y.Tleen  hid  been  twice  taken  in  arms  prior  to 
J^eir  exchange,  aad  the  other  remaining  eighty- 
■tree  seed  bome  finder  the  character  of  Aoaeri- 

I:     h 


Colonel  Tbomu  Barclay  to  General  Mason. 
Haklem,  December  15,  1813. 

Sir:  From  my  letters  to  you  of  the  9th  cur- 
rent, with  the  documents  which  accompanied 
them,  you  will  perceive  that  the  sixteen  persons 
originally  represented  by  Mr.  Mitchell  as  having 
been  confined  in  very  improper  places  in  the  jail 
at  Halifax,  have,  in  consequence,  (much  to  their 
regret,  as  Mr.  Mitchell  himself  siates,)  been  re- 
stored to  their  original  place  of  confinement  with 
the  ordinary  American  prisoners.  You  will  also 
notice  that  eighty-three  out  of  the  one  hundred 
and  one  seamen  now  on  their  way  to  England 
in  His  Majesty's  ship  Rcgulus,  were  sent  thither 
from  motives  of  humanity  and  accommodation, 
equally  applicable  to  themselves  and  those  who 
remained  in  Halifax  after  their  departure.  The 
fifteen  others  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen 
so  sent  come  equally  under  this  description.  I 
allude  to  those  twice  taken  in  arms  prior  to  bein"- 
exchanged;  although  they  may  not  be  so  readily 
exchanged  as  ordinary  prisoners,  still  they  will 
be  placed  with  and  rective  the  same  treatment. 
There  remains,  in  my  opinion,  therefore,  out  of 
the  one  hundred  and  one  men.  but  three,  on 
whom,  with  any  plea  for  improper  treatment,  the 
retaliatory  system  can  be  exercised. 

I  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  will  please  in- 
form me  whether  you  have,  in  consequence  of 
my  above-mentioned  letters  to  you,  directed  the 
release  of  the  sixteen  British  prisoners  put  in 
dungeons,  &c.;  and.  aho,  whether  you  have  re- 
stored to  their  lormer  situation   ninety-eight  of 
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the  one  hundred  and  one  British  seamen  placed 
in  strict  confinement,  under  the  impression  that 
the  same  number  of  Americans  sent  to  England 
were  claimed  as  British  subjects,  and  sent  there 
for  trial  ;  and  if  you  have  not  already  ordered 
their  release  from  strict  confinement,  whether 
you  intend  doing  it?  This  is  a  subject  which 
does  not  admit  of  delay.  lam.  therefore,  under 
the  necessity  of  requesting  a  speedy  answer. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Maso.n,  &.c. 


General    Maaon   to   James  Prince,   Esq.,    Marshal  of 
Massachusetts,  dated 

Office  Co.mm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  Dec.  22,  1813. 

Sir:  Colonel  Barclay  having  given  me  assur- 
ances that  the  ten  petty  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
Chesapeake  have  been  taken  from  the  dungeons 
or  cells  in  which  they  were  confined  at  Halifax, 
and  placed  in  close  confinementin  a  situation  more 
conformable  to  that  used  for  prisoners  generally, 
you  will  be  pleased,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
to  remove  the  ten  petty  officers  and  seamen.  Brit- 
ish prisoners,  you  had  confined  in  retaliation  for 
them  from  their  dungeons  or  cells,  and  to  place 
them  elsewhere  in  close  confinement,  in  the  same 
manner  as  done  towards  the  British  prisoners  be- 
fore held  in  retaliation,  where  the  place  of  con- 
finement was  used  to  hold  safe,  and  not  to  inflict 
further  severity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

James  Prince,  Esq.,  J.  MASON. 

Marshal  of  Massachusetts. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Barclay,  dated 

December  22,  1813. 

You  will  recollect,  sir,  that  I  apprized  you  that, 
at  some  short  date  after  Mr.  Mitchell's  communi- 
cation to  me  of  the  3d  of  September,  he  informed 
me  that  the  six  officers  of  privateers  had  been  re- 
moved to  an  upper  room,  and  that  I  had  imme- 
diately, on  receiving  this  information,  directed 
the  six  British  officers  of  privateers  confined  in 
retaliation  to  be  placed  in  a  similar  situation.  On 
your  information  that  the  ten  petty  officers  and 
seamen  have  been  now  withdrawn  from  their 
former  place  of  confinement.  I  have  directed  the 
Marshal  of  Massachusetts  in  the  same  way  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  ten  persons  con- 
fined in  retaliation  for  them. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

December  22,  1813. 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
relative  to  the  manner  of  confinement  of  our  six- 
teen maritime  officers  and  seamen  at  Hali("ax, 
respecting  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you 
on  the  22d  September  last,  and  to  the  communi- 
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cations  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  our  agent  at  that  place, 
in  which  I  founded  my  facts,  I  find  the  following 
results  in  this:  that  he  calls  the  places  of  their 
confinement  dungeons;  your  informants  call  them 
cells,  being  two-thirds  under  ground;  and  that 
they  state  that  the  floor  of  each  dungeon  or  cell 
was  larger  by  two  feet  one  way.  and  by  eight 
inches  the  other,  than  he  had  made  them;  and, 
as  to  light  and  air,  they  insist  that  the  prisoners 
received  more  by  seven  inches  in  a  two-foot  win- 
dow than  he  represented;  and,  moreover,  that 
there  was  a  hole  in  the  door  of  nine  inches  square, 
which  he  omitted  altogether  to  mention.  As  to 
the  accommodation  of  passage  room  for  the  sea- 
men, placing  the  officers  in  an  upper  room,  and 
the  permission  to  walk  in  the  yard,  Jcc.  you  will 
please  to  remark,  that  your  informants  do  not  say 
that  these  indulgences  were  given  on  tiie  first 
confinement,  and  that  Mr.  Mitchell  wrote  on  the 
3d  of  September,  immediately  after  it  took  place. 
Had  you,  sir,  have  attentively  compared  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  have  collated  my  remarks  of  the 
22dof  September,  which  you  have  been  at  the  pains 
of  returning  to  me  in  an  extract,  with  the  state- 
ments of  your  own  officers,  I  cannot  believe  you 
would  have  seen  any  cause  for  approbating  their 
measures  in  the  manner  your  letter  seems  to  con- 
vey. Admit  the  miserable  surplusage  of  the  few 
feet  and  inches  on  which  they  insist  for  the  sub- 
terranean floors  and  scanty  apertures  of  these  by 
two-thirds  under  ground  cells,  into  which,  in  some 
five,  and  in  others  six  of  our  unfortunate  citizens 
were  thrust,  and  I  do  yet  aver  that  they  were,  in 
the  fullest  sense  of  tlie  terms,  "noisome  holes," 
and  "dark  and  impure  receptacles  of  wretched- 
ness," such  as  1  am  exceedingly  glad  to  hear,  on 
your  representation,  o-jr  prisoners  have  been  re- 
moved from  ;  and  such  as  I  hope  your  humanity 
will  so  interfere  with  the  proper  authorities  of 
your  Government  as  henceforward  to  keep  others 
from  being  consigned  to. 

You  will  recollect,  sir,  that  I  apprized  you  that 
at  some  short  date  after  Mr.  Mitchell's  commu- 
nication to  me  of  the  3d  of  September,  he  inform- 
ed me  that  the  six  officers  of  privateers  had  been 
removed  to  an  upper  room,  and  that  I  had,  im- 
mediately on  receiving  this  information,  directed 
the  six  Britisli  officers  of  privateers,  confined  in 
retaliation,  to  be  placed  in  a  similar  situation. 
On  your  information  that  the  ten  petty  officers 
and  seamen  have  been  now  withdrawn  from  their 
former  place  of  confinement,  I  have  directed  the 
Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  same  way,  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  ten  persons  con- 
fined in  retaliation  for  them. 

I  regretted  to  see,  and  I  confess  I  do  not  com- 
prehend the  point  of  the  sarcasm  you  no  doubt  in- 
tended to  convey  in  the  following  passage  of  your 
letter:  ~  The  prisoners,  from  Mr.  Mitchell's  ac- 
count, appear  to  regret  the  'dark  and  impure  re- 
ceptacles of  wretchedness'  they  have  left,  which 
they  prefer  to  the  pleasant,  healthy,  and  comfort- 
able island  on  which  they  are  now  confined  ;  for 
this  exchange  they  are  wholly  indebted  to  Mr. 
Mitchell."  Poor  unfortunate  men  !  it  would  seem 
that  it  was  enough  that  they  had  to  submit  to  de- 
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;iseraent  and  suffering  of  the  severest  kind,  with- 
in being  made  ihe  subjects  of  taunting  para- 
Ji^phs  in  official  communication.  The  only  con- 
lalttion  I  have  is,  the  perfect  conviction  that  their 
country  Wijl  not  desert  them  ;  that  it  will  follow 
nr  fate  \f  ilh  a  watchful  eye  ;  and  that,  painful 
jjAit  mayybe  to  humanity,  measure  for  measure 
J^ll  be  deiilt  out,  let  that  fate  be  what  it  may. 


li 


OFFidK  Comm'rv  Gen'l  or  Prisoners. 

Washington,  Dec.  30.  1S13. 


Sir:  I  am  now  to  reply  to  your  letters  of  the 
and  15;h  of  tins  month,  respecting  the  fifiy- 
#i^e  American  soldiers,  and  the  one  hundred  and 
^se  American  seamen,  prisoners  of  war,  sent  from 
walifax  t()  England  in  the  latter  part  of  last  Sum- 
y^T,  on  vihose  subject  I  remonstrated   with   you 

rU  the  22J  of  September,  and  relative  lo  whom  I 
ji)k  occa.^ion  to  make  some  remarks  in  my  letters 
bithe  9th  October  and  23d  November. 
^    In  your  replies  of  the  30th  November,  you  are 

f  {eased  to  speak  of  some  of  my  expressions,  in 
•iUtion  to  the  manner  of  treatment,  and  on  re- 
Mijrning  t'le  fifty-nme  soldier;-,  as  harsh  ;  if  tny  re- 
fniarks  were  founded  in  truth,  however  they  may 
jpi|ive  borne  on  your  officers,  I  am  persuaded  you 
ill,  on  duly  considering  the  subject,  receive  them 
the  spirit  in  which  they  were  intended,  as  desig- 
ted  to  call  directly  to  your  attention,  for  the 
^^formation   of  your  Government,  in  a  case  of 
iijjjich  serious  import,  a  disingenuous  procedure,  ill 
^.l-ecoming  the  agents  of  your  nation,  towards  these 
defenceless  and  passive  captives.     In  your  com- 
munication  to  me  of  the  9th  instant,  in  which 
j/JU  transmit  the  third  list  received  of  these  men, 
II  of  the  three  emanating  from  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ter, your  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax; 
ihe  first  transmitted    through    your   agent,   Mr. 
Mitchell,  un  the   1st  September,  and   the  second 
>y  you  on  the  1st  October,)  you  repre.xent  it  as 
iling  the  contradiction  between  the  other 
%two  which  I  had  pointed  out  to  you,  and  describe 
iiiat  first  sent  me  by  you  thus:  -'An  ordinary  list 
\ih  account  for  alterations  since  his  (Lieutenant 
f  ?jliller's)  Ust  return  of  prisoners,  and  not  to  desig- 
]jate  the  c^use  of  these  men  being  sent;  he  was, 
ttierefore  Under  no  obligation  to  be  particular  in 
jscribing^  the  cause ;  indeed,  it  would  have  been 
[*ftcorrect  m  him  to  have  slated  the  particulars  in 
>*  common'  monthly  list,  intended  merely  to  ac- 
fcount  for  Alterations  during  the  month."     I  send 
•  y^ou,  sir,  a  i:opy  of  the  first  list  given  out  by  Mr. 
pMiller  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  a  copy  of  his  letter  of 
^t|ie  1st  September  which  enclosed  it.    I  pray  vqu 
't{»  compart  this  with  the  two  turnished  you.  and 
\'\^  you  serf  me;  you  will  immediately  perceive 
£i^at  no  coMradiction  is  reconciled  ;  indeed,  it  i.s 
^jither  increased.     In   the  list  furnished  you  he 
»jt)es  back  nearly   to  the  ground   first  taken,  in 
^.^scriptioii  of  the  men  with  Mr.  Mitchell,  name- 
^f ,  that  tht'y  had  given  themselves  up  as  British 
JB-^bjects;  ^.r,  in  other  words,  that  fifty-nine  men 
v^ad  all  informed,  each  against  himself,  a.-,  to  the 
i  <(rime,  be  that  what  it  may.  of  which  your  offi- 
i;ers  accused  them,  and  for  which,  as  1  learn  from 
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you,  and  of  which  they  must  have  been  apprized 
before  they  "gave  themselves  up,"  they  are  to  be 
tried  for  their  lives.  In  the  second  (the  first  sent 
you)  this  ground  is  abandoned,  and  he  takes  a 
new  one,  not  as  to  part  of  the  men,  as  I  was  im- 
pressed when  I  first  had  occasion  to  animadvert 
on  it  to  you,  but  as  I  find,  on  a  stricter  examina- 
tion, as  to  every  man,  that  they  are  deserters  from 
the  British  service;  and  so  plainly  is  this  desig- 
nated, that  in  the  return  he  heads  a  column — 
'•Name  of  the  British  regiment  to  which  they 
belonged,"  and  in  this  column  is  inserted  against 
each  man's  name  the  number  of  a  regiment,  as 
first,  fifth,  sixth,  and  fourteenth;  and  you  will 
find,  sir.  on  recurring  to  your  letter  of  the  first 
October,  that,  taking  this  for  authority,  you  re> 
mark  to  me.  ''you  will  perceive  that  the  fifty- 
nine  soldiers  are  deserters  from  His  Majesty's 
service,  and  the  name  of  the  regiment  to  which 
each  of  them  belonged  placed  opposite  their 
names."  I  will  certainly  not  undertake  to  deter- 
mine wh.it  are  the  forms  used  for  ordinary  or  ex- 
traordinary purposes  made  to  you,  but  I  will  say, 
that  if  the  fact  of  desertion  existed,  in  a  return 
showing  cause  why  the  men  implicated  were  sent 
for  trial,  it  would  hardly  have  been  withdrawn  ; 
and  if  it  did  not  exist,  it  should  never  have  been 
charged.  In  your  last  letter  on  this  subject,  you 
inlorni  me  that  you  are  doubtful  whether  the 
number  of  the  regiment  shown  in  theroturn  then 
sent,  which  I  find  precisely  the  same,  and  as  to 
the  same  men,  was  the  number  of  the  British  or 
American  regiment.  I  can  resolve  that  doubt 
now.  These  are  the  American  regiments,  or 
parts  of  regiments,  engaged  on  the  24th  June  at 
the  Beaver  Dams,  the  time  and  place  which  the 
first  return  sent  by  you  (by  far  the  most  detailed 
and  particular  of  the  three)  designates  ;  the  four- 
teenih.  from  which  most  of  the  men  were  drawn, 
was  commanded  by  Colonel  Boersiler.  made  pris- 
oner iu  that  action,  and  lately  returned  on  pa- 
role;  and  most  of  them  are  personally  known 
to  him. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  have  detailed,  I  must 
believe,  sir,  that  you  will  see  sufficient  cause  for 
the  dissatisfaction  of  this  Government  with  any 
explanation  given  for  the  sending  off  these  fifty- 
nine  men,  to  be  tried  in  England  or  elsewhere. 

I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know  what  analogy 
you  have  been  able  to  find  between  the  case  of 
the  two  Frenchmen  taken  last  Summer  in  Brit- 
ish service.and  d.scharged  in  Richmond,  and  that 
of  these  fifty-nine  American  soldiers.  In  the  case 
of  the  Frenchmen  their  allegation  was,  that  they 
were  not,  of  right,  niisoners  of  war,  and  they  pe- 
titioned for  their  liberty.  They  were  publicly 
examined  and  se:  at  liberty.  In  the  case  of  our 
soldiers  the  question  is  not  that  of  liberty,  to 
which  we  have  yielded,  but  of  death,  which  you 
threaten. 

1  can  confidently  assure  you,  sir.  that  it  will 
never  be  made  cause  of  complaint  against  your 
Government,  that  it  set  at  liberty,  at  his  own  re- 
(juest,  any  prisoner  taken  in  our  service,  whether 
he  be  a  native  or  foreigner. 

As  it  regards  the  one  hundred  and  one  Amen- 
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can  seamen  sent  to  England  in  September  last, 
you  say  that  three  were  supposed  to  be  British 
subjects;  fifteen  had  been  twice  taken  in  arms; 
and  eighty-three  were  sent,  from  the  explanation 
given  by  Lieutenant  Miller  to  you  in  his  letter  of 
the  24th  of  November,  which  you  send,  because 
some  had  endeavored  to  effect  their  escape  ;  some 
had  shown  a  mutinous  disposiiioo  ;  other  prison- 
ers were  expected  from  Q,uebec,  by  which  means 
the  prison  would  have  been  crowded  ;  the  weather 
was  hot,  and  the  small-pox  was  prevalent;  and 
that  you  confidently  hope  that  these  reasons  will 
be  satisfactory  ;  the  health,  comfort,  and  conve- 
nience of  the  prisoners  were  the  primary  objects. 
Certainly  these  are  primary  objects,  and  it  wuuld 
give  great  satisfaction  to  this  Government  if  they 
could  see  them  consulted  by  your  officers;  but 
how  was  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  our 
prisoners  consulted,  when  a  certain  number  of 
them  are  sent  off  from  Halifax,  crowded  on  board 
ship,  beyond  sea.  to  a  distance  from  the  facility 
of  exchange,  to  make  room  for  another  number, 
to  be  in  like  manner  sent  by  General  Prevosi  from 
Quebec,  at  which  place,  as  you  have  agreed  with 
me,  they  should  have  remained  to  be  exchanged 
CD  the  land  lines?  And  how  was  their  health 
consulted  as  lo  the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox, 
when  vaccination  presented  so  easy  and  simple  a 
remedy,  compared  with  ihe  risk  of  carrying  the 
variolous  infection  into  a  voyage,  in  a  crowded 
prison-ship,  across  the  ocean  ?  When  men  are 
taken  a  second  time  in  war  without  exchange,  it 
is  a  matter  easily  capable  of  proof,  and.  unless 
proved,  ought  not  to  be  acted  on  ;  the  proof,  when 
had,  should  be  exhibited.  None  such  has,  al- 
though you  have  informed  me  you  have  made 
inquiry,  yet  been  exhibited.  As  to  the  fifteen 
men  reported  by  your  agent  as  so  situated,  when- 
ever it  IS  produced,  the  corresponding  number  of 
your  prisoners  tield  for  them  will  be  placed  in  the 
ordinary  slate  of  prisoners;  until  then  they  must 
be  retained  in  the  situation  in  which  they  now 
are.  Theeighty-thrce  Briiisli  seamen  heldagainst 
the  eighty-three  American  seamen  sent  to  Eng- 
land from  Halifax,  against  whom  you  inform  me 
there  is  no  charge,  will  be  returned  to  the  ordi- 
nary slate  of  non-paroled  prisoners,  but  they  will 
be  withheld  from  exchange  until  the  correspond- 
ing American  seamen  are  exchanged  or  returned 
to  the  American  station,  from  which  they  ought 
not  to  have  been  removed.     I  have,  (fcc. 

J.  MASON. 
Col.  Thomas  Barclay.  6lc. 


Note  by  the  Commiiiaary  General  of  Pritoners. 
The  list   above-mentioned  gives  the  names  of 
one  hundred  maritime  prisoners,  officers  and  sea- 
men, and  fifty  military  prisoners,  officers  and  pri- 
vates, sent  to  England  in  the  Nemesis  ;  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  maritime  prisoners,  officers 
and  seamen,  and  seventy-seven  military  prisoners, 
;  officers  and  privates,  sent  to  England  in  the  Dio- 
i  mede  ;  and  fifty  military  prisoners,  non-commis- 
sioned  officers,  and  privates,  sent  to  England  in 
i  the  Diadem. 

Making  the  whole   number  four-hundred  and 


one. 
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Harlem,  Dtcember  27,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  copies  of 
lists  of  American  prisoners  of  war,  sent  from  Hal- 
ifax to  England  in  November  last,  by  order  of  his 
Excellency  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  in  His 
Majesty's  ships  Nemesis,  Diomede.  and  Diadem, 
in  consequence  of  the  prison  at  Halifax  being 
sickly  and  crowded  with  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  CommiB«ary  General  of  Prisoners. 

Harlem.  Dec.  31,  1313. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  22d  current,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  9ih,  I  have  received.  I  really  ex- 
pected, when  I  enclosed  you  copies  of  the  letters 
received  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  and  the  copy 
of  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  to  him.  you  would  have 
been  convinced  that  Mr.  Mitchell  had  too  highly 
colored  his  description  of  the  rooms  in  wnicn 
the  sixteen  prisoners  were  confined  in  the  jail  at 
Halifax.  This,  however,  appears  not  to  be  the 
case  ;  on  the  contrary,  you  retain  the  same  opin- 
ion, and  even  consider  an  error  on  the  part  of 
that  gentleman  of  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  the 
area  of  the  rooms  too  trifling  to  be  noticed  by 
you  or  me. 

You   cannot  be   ignorant  of  the   situation  of 
Melville  island,  near  Halifax,  where  prisoners  of 
war  are   confined,  or  of  the   prison,  prison-ship, 
and   hospital  there.     It  is  admitted,  by  all  who 
have  visited  them,  to  be  equal  to  any  similar  es- 
tablishments of  the  same  extent  in  Europe.     No 
complaint.  I  believe,  has  been  made  against  it,  or 
the  treatment  which  the  prisoners  receive  there. 
In  this  prison,  ten  at  least,  and  perhaps  the  whole 
of  the  sixteen  prisoners  were  confined  at  the  time 
they  were  moved  to  the  town  jail  of  Halifax  ;  in 
which  jail   they   remained  several  weeks,   until 
the  lime  they  were  again  removed  to  their  former 
confinement  on  Melville  island,  .in  consequence 
of  Mr.  Mitchell's  representation  to  you  that  the 
rooms  in  which  they  were  confined  in  the  jail  at 
Halifax  were  dungeons,  dark  and  impure  recep- 
tacles of  wretchedness,  where  the  prisoners  were 
only  permitted  to  receive  the  means  of  respiration 
and  the  light  of  heaven  through  an  iron-barred 
aperture.     Lieutenant  Miller  has  declared  that 
this  statement  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  is  incorrect,  and 
that  the  rooms  in  the  jaii  in  which  the  sixteen 
prisoners  were  placed,  instead  of  being  dark  and 
impure,  were  good  and  comfortable,  and  in  every 
respect  befitting   prisoners  of  war.  and  that  the 
prisoners  were  satisfied  with  them,  and  with  the 
treatment  they  received  while   in  jail.     In  proof 
of  his  assertion.  I  enclosed  you  not  only  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  to  Lieutenant  Miller,  in 
which  he  acknowledges  the   men   preferred  the 
jail  to  Melville  island,  but  also  a  letter  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Halifax,  in  which  he  states  "that  the 
apartments  allotted  to  them  (the  prisoners)  were 
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every  rvspect  suitable,  and  suflSciently  large 
afa4  well  veyililateJ,  and  every  possible  indulgence 
^u.nted  to  .ti)em.  consistent  with  their  situation, 
^ijat  when  they  understood  they  were  to  return 
Melvill*  jisland,  they  expressed  their  sorrow 
being  rejnijved,  and  acknowledged  in  my  pre- 
puce the  it^dulgeDce  which  they  had  received 
the  jajler  and  his  family."  Possessed  of 
t^t  testimony  of  the  Sheriffof  Halifax,  and  of  the 
'  l^nowledgiaent  of  the  prisoners,  (under  Mr. 
ilchell's  ii«nd,)  '•  that  their  removal  from  Hal- 
jail  to  ({le  prison  of  Melville  island  was  not 
r  ihe  betle*r,-'  I  atn  at  a  loss  to  account  for  ad- 
ling  to  ^\r.  Mitchell's  original  account  of  the 
(jms,  and's'ill  more  so  for  your  expressing  your- 
if  in  yout  letter  of  the  22d  instant  in  the  words 
yowmg  :.  •'  I  do  yet  aver,  that  ihey  (the  rooms) 
«|re,  in  tl^e.  fullest  sense  of  the  terms,  noisome 
Jfoles,  and  (jark  and  impure  receptacles  of  wretch- 

^  \  wish  ID  be  informed  on  what  evidence  you 
i-ijnd  youir  opinion;  not  on  what  the  prisoners 
■J»li  f*^'  ^U-  Mitchell  himself  has  acknowledged 
^,|his  letter  to  Mr.  Miller,  (hat  they  told  him 
]y  prefeijred  the  jail  to  the  prison-ship  at  Mel- 
can  you  rest  it  on  Mr.  Mitchell's 
because  it  is  proved  to  be  in- 
^:)|rect  as  )o  dimeusions,  light,  and  air;  and  sec- 
lly,  because  he  has  acknowledged  the  pris- 
?rs  regtetted  b«.'ing  removed  from  the  jail, 
[ill  you,  Hir,  say  you  oppose  the  dictum  of  Mr. 
»I|lchell  (0  the  ^tssurance  of  Lieutenant  Mil- 
fL  the  devUratiotj  of  the  Sheriff  of  Halifax,  and 
|fi*  concui;rtfnt  vofce  of  the  sixteen  prisoners?  If 
rJi,  pray  acquaint  me  on  what  authority  it  is  that 
[cii  speak  Vith  so  much  confidence?  Do  you 
r?tollect  i^iat,  by  your  confirming  Mr.  Mitchell's 
j(|.criptioij,  you.  in  express  terms,  stultify  the  six 
[ffi^cers  ati(d  ten  tiien  who  were  confined  in  the 
for  none  but  fools  or  maniacs  would  prefer 
4$(iisome  hjples  and  dark  and  impure  receptacles  of 
.%'etchedn»ess.  toilie  prison-ship  at  Melville  island, 
Vlie  dimensions  and  other  particulars  of  which  I 
tent  you.  •  . 

I  jThe  truxH.  sir,  is.  that  both  the  prison-ship  and 
".j.!j  rooms  allotted  to  the  sixteen  American  pris- 
. Iters  in  the  jail,  at  Halifax,  were  comfortable 
^Uces  of  confinement  ;  and  the  reason  why  the 
liiisoners  ^iceferred  the  latter  to  the  former  was 
is:  At  J^t'lville  •  island  tfiere  were  upwards  of 
|e  thousand  six  hijndred  prisoners;  consequently, 
[afc  keepers  and  other  attendants  had  it  not  m 
vlijeir  pow^r  to  pay  attention  and  civility  to  each 
^OjJividuaK;  whereas,  in  the  jail  there  were  only 
ii^teen  p^i^oners,.  to  whom  the  jailer  and  his 
»b*nily  shcirt'ed  every  indulgence,  as  the  prisoners 
■3».^Jtnowle(ijjed  to  jhe  sheriff.  If  the  rooms  in  the 
»|9Sl  were  jis.  described  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  is  it  pos- 
Tij)le  the  prisoners  w^ould  have  regretted  leaving 
Ji^m  ?       , 

y  ,You  art'  under  a  mistake  in  supposing  I  in- 
^.•fnded  an*y»hing  sarcastic,  or  in  a  taunting  man- 
»^irr  to  jesji  iwuh  the  feelings  or  the  situation  of 
^lese  prisf Qers.  Give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  sir, 
j^^iai  I  amjiijcapable  of  such  an  act,  and  that  it  ill 
Trtomporls  yi'nh  you  even  to  insinuate  it  of  me.     I 

..•         ! 

t\         ■         . 


feel  as  much,  and  would  go  as  far  to  serve  these 
unfortunate  men,  as  you  or  any  other  gentleman. 
My  remarks  are  pointed  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  not 
to  the  prisoners  ;  for  it  was  my  wish  to  use  their 
testimony  to  prove  the  incorrectness  of  the  char- 
acter given  by  Mr.  Mitchell  of  the  rooms  in  which 
they  had  been  confined,  and  I  assure  you  I  ap- 
prove of  what  they  have  done  and  said. 

lo  ray  letter  of  the  9th  instant  I  remarked,  and 
again  repeat,  that  the  prisoners  are  wholly  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Mitchell  for  being  removed,  con- 
trary to  their  wishes,  from  the  jail  in  Halifax  to 
the  prison-ship  at  Melville  island. 

When  you  communicated  to  me  in  September 
Mr.  Mitchell's  description  of  the  dungeons,  cells, 
or  rooms,  (it  is  of  no  moment  what  appellations 
are  given  lo  them,  for  names  cannot  change  r«- 
alities,)  into  which  the  sixteen  prisoners  were 
placed,  I  transmitted,  without  delay,  a  copy  of 
your  letter  to  the  Admiral  at  Halifax,  and  re- 
quested an  explanation,  and  at  the  same  time  de- 
sired, if  the  facts  were  as  represented  by  Mr. 
Mitchell,  that  an  amelioration  of  the  treatment 
towards  the  prisoners  might  take  place.  On  the 
receipt  of  my  letter,  the  Admiral,  in  order  to  re- 
move even  the  shadow  of  complaint,  directed 
that  the  sixteen  prisoners  should  be  returned  to 
the  prison-ship  at  Melville  island.  If  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell had  not  given  you  this  horrid  description  of 
the  places  in  the  jail  where  those  prisoners  were 
confined.  I  take  it  for  granted  you  would  not 
have  remonstrated  tome  against  them,  nor  should 
I  have  written  to  the  Admiral  on  the  subject ;  the 
prisoners,  therefore,  would  have  remained  in  the 
jail  probably  until  they  were  exchanged  or  re- 
leased ou  parole.  This  being  the  case,  I  am  au- 
thorized to  say  Mr.  Mitchell  was  the  cause  of 
their  being  removed,  contrary  to  their  wishes, 
from  the  jail  on  board  the  prison-ship. 

As  these  men  are  now  in  their  pristine  situa- 
tion as  prisoners,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  whether  the  sixteen  British  prisoners, 
placed  by  your  order  in  more  than  ordinary  strict 
confinement  by  the  marshal  of  Massachusetts,  by 
way  of  retaliation  for  the  sixteen  Americans, 
have  been  restored  to  their  original  situation  as 
prisoners. 


Office  Comm'by  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

WAauiNOTON,  Jan.  15,  1814. 
Sir:  I  received,  in  due  course  of  mail,  your 
letter  of  the  27th  December,  and  the  lists  en- 
closed, whereby  I  am  informed  that  four  hundred 
and  one  of  our  prisoners,  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates  of  the  Army,  and 
officers  and  crews  of  private  armed  vessels,  have 
been  sent  to  England  from  Halifax,  on  the  plea 
of  a  crowded  and  sickly  prison  at  Halifax.  It 
appears  to  be  in  vain  to  remonstrate  longer  against 
measures  which  your  officers  seem  determined 
to  take,  in  relation  to  our  prisoners,  without  re- 
gard to  individual  suffering, or  to  the  convention 
between  the  two  nations,  as  to  stations  of  ex- 
change. That  a  single  prison  might  be  crowded 
by   the   increase  of  prisoners  at  a  station,  and 
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sickly  in  consequence  of  that  crowding,  is  pro- |  considerably  reduced,  and  the  order  is  accompanied 
bable  enough  ;  but  utiless  it  was  shown  that  the  i  by  a  return  of  the  exchanges  made  in  England, 
country  in  which  that  station  is  was  sickly,  there  |  where  alone  the  balance  in  our  favor  amounted 
can  be  no  pretension  to  humane  motives  for  such  !  to  upwards  of  one  thousand. 


a  removal  ;  other  prison-houses  or  prison-ships 
should  have  been  supplied.  This,  sir,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  last  removal  to  England,  is  regarded 
as  a  measure  replete  with  cruelty  to  the  unfor- 
tunate prisoners  concerned,  and  will,  in  due  time, 


I  would  beg  of  you  to  inform  me,  as  particularly 
as  you  can,  respecting  the  mode  of  confinement 
and  treatment  of  the  British  officers  put  into  close 
confinement  in  the  United  States,  thai  a  similar 
measure  of  indulgence  or  severity  may  be  exer- 


prisoners  in  our  possession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  MASON. 
Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dec. 


be  met  by  a  corresponding  measure  towards  your    cised  on  the  American  officers  confined  here  by 

way  of  retaliation.  And  I  would  take  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  to  you  the  necessity  of  endeavoring 
to  remove  the  impression  of  our  having  sent 
American  prisoners  to  England  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  British  born  subjects.  The  Ameri- 
can Government  can  have  no  right  to  assume 
this  as  a  fact.  As  far  as  relates  to  prisoners  sent 
from  hence  to  England,  we  have  never  avowed 
or  acknowledged  any  such  motive,  with  the  ei- 


Eatract  of  a  letter  from   Colonel  Thomaa   Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

January  24,  1814. 
Sir  :    Vour  letter  of  the   15th  January,  in  an-    ceplion  of  those  who  have  been  particularly  des 
awer  to  mine  of  the  27th  December,  I  have  had     igtiated  as  such. 


the  honor  to  receive. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  you  are  under  a  mis- 
take in  supposing  it  to  be  an  unjustifiable  act  to 
send  American  prisoners  of  war  from  Canada, 
Nova  Scotia,  or  the  West  Indies,  to  England  for 
safe  keepisg  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  you  will  find 
that  all  persons  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  na- 
tions will  agree,  that  the  answer  '"that  the  pris- 
oners sent  to  Great  Britain  for  that  purpose"  is 
conclusive,  and  ought  to  be  satisfactory.  When, 
in  addition  to  these  remarks,  you  are  furnished 
with  the  additional  reasons  stated  in  Port  Admi- 
ral Griffith's  letter,  a  copy  whereof  is  enclosed, 
that  the  prisoners  were  removed  from  Halifax  to  i  to  be 
Great  Britain  in  consequence  of  the  prisons  be- 
ing crowded,  and  the  men  sickly,  every  objection 
to  their  removal  I  hope  will  cease.  From  your  let- 
ter. It  however  appears  you  consider  that  "'  other 
prison-houses  and  prison  ships  should  have  been 
supplied."  This  measure,  perhaps,  was  not  con- 
venient ;  at  all  events  it  would  be  attended  with 
an  expense  which  the  Admiral  probably  consid- 
ered he  was  not  authorized  to  incur.    In  England 


The  crowded  htate  of  the  prison  at  Melville 
island,  where  double  the  number  of  prisoners  were 
confined  to  that  it  was  ever  intended  to  have 
held,  the  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  finding 
adequate  security  for  them  anywhere  else,  and 
the  suspension  of^  the  exchange  by  the  American 
Government,  were  sufficient  excuses  (if  it  were 
necessary  to  offer  any)  for  sending  some  of  the 
prisoners  to  England.  I  shall,  however,  stop 
sending  any  more  till  I  hear  from  you  ;  but  if  the 
exchange  is  again  interrupted,  we  must  thin  off 
by  every  opportunity,  for  there  are  a  great  many 
more,  even  now,  in  this  place,  than  there  ought 


Extract  of  letter  from  Lieutenant  William  Miller,  Brit- 
ish agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  HaUfax,  to  Colonel 
Barclay,  dated 

December  20,  1813. 
In  consequence  of  your  letter  by  the  Analostan, 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  bad 
put  into  close  confinement  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six British  prisoners  of  war.  in  various  parts 
there  are  ample  prisons;  and  I  have  reasons  to  be-  ,  of  the  United  States,  in  retaliation.  I  have  been 
lieve,  from  Lieutenant  Miller's  representations  of  \  directed  to  confine  the  same  number  of  American 
the  sufferings  your  prisoners  have  experienced  in  ;  prisoners  pf  war  on  board  the  Magnet  prison- 
Nova  Scotia  from  want  of  clothing,  that  they  |  ship;  and  on  the  receipt  of  your  last  despatches 
will,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  have  reason  '  of  the  24th  November  to  Lieutenant  General 
to  rejoice  being  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Beasley,  ,  Sherbrooke,  wherein  you  state  that  forty-six  Brit- 
who  will  supply  them  with  what  is  necessary.  ish  officers  were  also  closely  confined,  1  was  direct- 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  what  you  intend  ed  to  arrest  the  whole  of  the  American  officers 
by  remarking.  "  without  regard  to  the  convention  on  parole,  seventy-two  in  number,  and  confine 
between  the  two  nations  as  to  stations  for  ex-  !  them  on  board  the  Malabar  transport,  lately  re- 
change,"  because  Liverpool  or  Falmouth,  in  Eng- ,  turned  from  (iuebec,  by  removing  some  of  the 
land,  are  as  much  stations  for  exchange  as  Q,uebec  I  soldiers  lo  Melville  island.     I  fitted  up  a  large 


bpace  from  the  mainmast,  abaft,  thirty  feet  long, 
twenty-two  feet  broad,  and  seven  feel  high,  for 
their  temporary  accommodation,  and  I  was  direct- 
ed to  complete,  or  double  that  number,  to  ninety- 
two;  but,  on  reconsideration,  Sir  John  Sherbrooke 
and  Rear  Admiral  Griffith  thought  proper  lo  alter 
the  arrangement,  and  permit  the  maritime  offi- 
cers selected   by  Mr.  Mitchell  to  depart  in  the 


or  Halifax. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Griffith  to  Colo- 
nel Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

On  board  the  Centurion, 

Halifax,  December  19,  1813. 
By  an  order  from  the  Admiralty  to    Sir  John 
Warren,  which  he  has  left  with  me,  he  is  directed 

not  to  allow  any  more  American  prisoners  to  be  ,  Analostan  in  such  numbers  as  made  up  iheeqaiva- 
released  till  the  balance  in  our  favor  should  be  I  lent  rank  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen. 
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ijj  the  m;mber  con6ned  on  board  the  Magnet 
-ba  ship.  I  hare  selected  as  follows:  for  the 
iity-one  /famen  of  the  Dominica,  confined  at 
[irleston,  I  have  taken  twenty-one  men  belong- 
r,i(i  the  Upited  States'  gun-ves<^l  No.  121,  and 
ihe  seveji  seamen  of  the  Tenedos,  and  eight 
[hi"  Boxer^  i  have  confined  fifteen  of  the  Chesa- 
ikc.  it  (fill  be  very  necessary,  if  I  could  be 
^nished  with  the  names  of  the  British  oflRcers 
a/i'  seamen  confined  in  retaliation,  that  I  might 
nwke  a  regu^iar  entry  of  them.  (I  have  received 
itjl  •  lists  of  t^if  one  hundreil  and  one  and  the  six- 
te^  confinetl.)  I  have  liberated  the  seamen  of 
tU^  Chesap)eake.  as  per  abstract,  for  the  two  sea- 
of  the  hragon.  You  will  be  pleased  to  ob- 
s»J|?ie  I  sent  jfour  of  those  sixteen,  confined  in  re- 
tjim^tion,  to  JEnglar^d  on  the  19th  ultimo,  as  per 
a>Hti"act.  whi:h  reduces  the  number  in  my  custody 
t^Mght.  although  I  still  consider  them  on  my 
li*^  and  in  i^onseqqence  of  the  ill  state  of  health 
I  jmes  Tri'sk,  late-sailing-master  of  the  Revenge 
iteer.  I  iisive  sent  him  in  the  Analostan,  but 
111  confineiapothef  in  lieu,  which  leaves  Thomas 
[rain,  of  i[\4  Wiley  Reynard,  and  two  warrant 
Seers,  and  Xqur  seiraen  of  the  Chesapeake. 


»  i 


L^act  of  a  ielter  fr^m  the  Commissary  General  of 
',    Prisoner^  ^o  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

V  '.  ■  January  31,  1814. 

II^ir:  On  T^curriig  to  your  letter  of  the  31st 
L^^ember,  lu  reply  to  mine  of  the  22d  of  the  same 
n^^th.  unwilling  a#  I  am  to  spin  out  discussions 
0(^«n  irrita.'>It;  character,  I  find  it  necessary  to 
r)%ie  some  remark?  on  it. 

^s  I  have^  bad,  in  other  instances,  occa>ion  to 
dfl|l  must  nb\v  again  express  my  regret,  that  you 
d^^ot  consider  with  more  attention  the  papers  in 
tjj^.'case  than  it  doee  seem  you  are  accustomed  to 
djBcrevious  to  enttjring  on  a  discussion  of  their 
Jrila;  had  you.  with  more  care,  examined  the 
lujLrrs  and  statemetits  bearing  on  this  case,  you 
r^ljht  have  saved  sume  trouble  to  you  and  myself, 
a^^  probably  have  spared  the  necessity  you  ap- 
piiir  to  havo  jmpos<?d  on  yourself,  of  conducting 
yfcir  argumeijt  in  terras  little  fitted  to  conviction, 
C\Iost  cenasnly  while  Mr.  Mitchell,  our  agent 
f(^  prisoners  nt  Halifax,  continues  to  be  thought 
bj^ihis  Govi'mment  worthy  of  remaining  in  the 
ice  which- it  has  Conferred  on  him.  I  shall  con- 
s«uf  all  that  come:f  from  him  as  well  worthy  of 
fi^  as  anytjiing  i^hich  may  be  stated  by  your 
j^\i  for  prisi«>ners  >  and  I  shall,  in  justice  to  him 
a^.j;to  the  Governi-ieni.  repel  any  attempt,  from 
vi^'^v*''  •l°a'''^f  '?  fnay  come,  unaccompanied 
^*  jroofs,  to  lessen  his  credibility.  If.  ho'/ever, 
^  ,  had  aneuded  'o  ray  comraupicaiion  of  the 
^liDecerabe(,  you  would  have  seen  that  I  by  no 
p^ns  proctiejed  on  his  statement  alone;  that  I 
nf  carefully- coUatrd  that  with  the  declaration 
^•Jfour  agtjiti,  and  shown  the  result,  I  took. 
l^«;11y,  the  description  of  the  places  of  confine- 
itejjt  for  our  ^ixieeji  unfortunate  prisoners,  given 
►your  ageots  thiemselves,  and  indisposed  to 
li^iuate  human  m^ery  as  it  were  by  a  scale,  and 
'■*-Uing  ai  the   idea  of  looking  for   comfort  in, 


such  incarceration,  did  then  say.  as  I  now  say,  that 
an  allotment  of  subterraneous  floor,  eleven  feet 
one  way,  by  seven  feet  eight  inches  the  other; 
height,  from  floor  to  ceiling,  (two-thirdsof  which 
under  ground,)  seven  feet  four  inches;  windows, 
or  places  for  admission  of  light  and  air.  two.  one 
nine  inch  square,  the  other  twenty-four  by  seven- 
teen inches,  is,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term, 
"  a  noisome  hole,  and  a  dark  and  impure  recep- 
tacle of  wretchedness:"  in  which  sentiment  I  am 
abundantly  confident  I  shall  be  joined  by  the 
whole  civilized  world,  with  exceptions  too  few  in 
any  degree  to  impair  its  correctness;  and  these 
are  the  precise  dimensions  and  descriptions  given 
by  Lieutenant  Miller,  and  the  Sheriff" of  Halifax, 
and  your  private  friend,  of  the  cells  or  dungeons 
into  which  were  put,  and  kept  for  some  days, 
sixteen  American  citizens,  officers  and  seamen, 
maritime  prisoners  of  war — six  in  one,  and  five 
in  each  of  the  two  others. 

It  is  distinctly  to  be  remembered,  that  it  was 
of  this  period,  and  of  this  manner  of  confinement, 
of  which  Mr.  Mitchell  first  reported  and  com- 
plained, and  respecting  which  I  immediately  re- 
monstrated with  you.  It  is  therefore  vain  to  con- 
found, by  description  of  passages  and  yards  to 
which  these  prisoners  might  afterwards  hare  had 
access,  what  first  existed  in  relation  to  them,  with 
what  took  place  when  their  situation  was  in  some 
degree  ameliorated.  You  are  well  aware,  sir, 
that  Mr.  Mitchell  did  report  this  amelioration, 
and  that  a  corresponding  relaxation  toward  those 
of  your  prisoners  held  in  retaliation  for  them  was 
immediately  ordered  ;  and  that  this  amelioration 
was  made  some  time  before  they  were  removed 
to  Melville  island.  It  was  then  with  the  second 
stage  of  confinement  that  the  situation  of  our  six- 
teen prisoners,  when  carried  to  that  island,  is  to 
be  compared;  which  circumstance,  when  taken 
into  consideration  with  the  facts  stated  then  and 
since  by  yourself,  that  there  they  were  crowded 
in  with  sixteen  hundred  of  their  unfortunate  coun- 
trymen, will  suflicienlly  explain  their  preference, 
if  such  they  had,  to  the  prison  in  Halifax.  I  was 
glad  to  hear  from  you  that,  in  the  passage  to 
which  I  alluded,  as  presumed  to  hare  been  in- 
tended to  convey  a  sarcasm  on  this  preference 
attributed  to  our  unfortunate  prisoners,  you  did 
not  mean  to  sjiort  with  their  feelings.  Difficult 
as  it  is  to  be  understood  in  ordinary  construction, 
I  am  willing  to  accept  your  explanation  as  to 
them;  and  you  will  permit  me  to  remark,  sir, 
should  have  been  quite  as  much  disposed  to  do  so, 
had  it  been  given  in  terms  more  becoming  the 
occasion. 


Colonel  Barclay  to  General  .Mason. 

Harle.m.  February  6.  1814. 
Sir:  I  have  by  this  day's  post  had  the  honor 
to  receive  your  letter  of  the  31st  January.  I  have 
attentively  examined  my  letter  to  you  of  the  31st 
December,  and  cannot  discover  anything  in  it 
improper  or  necessary  to  be  corrected.  I  regret 
you  consider  it  ■  little  fitted  to  conviction."  Per- 
haps, were  your  letter  and  mine  on  the  subject 
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submitted  to  impartial  persons,  they  would  difl"er 
in  opinion  with  you. 

I  shall  not  travel  the  ground  already  gone  over 
in  my  reply  to  vour  letter  of  the  22d  December, 
because  mine  of  the  31st  of  that  month  is  as  full 
an  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  January  as 
it  was  to  that  of  the  22d  Decern  her.  I  request, 
therefore,  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  it  as  such, 
and  that  you  will  give  it  the  construction  which 
the  arguments  and  expressions  merit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant. THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,  «Sc.c. 

G. 

Extractor  a  letter  from  the  Hon,  Ebenewr  Sage  to  the 

Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

Sao  Harbor,  Long  Island, 

September  28,  \8\3. 


learn  the 
irons,  (Sec. 


circumstance  of  this  confinement  in 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 
U.  S.  Ship  United  States, 

near  New  London.  Oct.  6,  1813. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo. 

I  saw  Sir  Thomas  Hardy's  statement  relating 
to  Penny,  in  the  newspapers,  and  had  from  the 
collector  of  Sag  Harbor  many  of  the  particulars 
of  his  capture  and  subsequent  treatment,  who  in- 
formed me  that  he  should  communicate  the  same 
facts  to  the  Government,  and  for  that  reason  I 
omitted  doing  it  myself,  as  unnecessary. 

Penny  was  never  entered  on  the  books  of  this 
tseptemoer  ;^s,  i»ij.        ship  in  any  capacity;  nor  ever  employed  by  me 
As  it  mav  be  within  the  province  of  your  offi-  !  but  for  the  purpose  of  piloting  our  boats  ,n  the 
caldu^iTs^^I  t-ll  tr'ouble  yo^u  with  the  fallowing  |  X^;'- ^ ^;^r;"weVt  \"n'd'  ::t:^t^ 
case-  }  r 


A  few  weeks  since,  a  barge  and  nine  men  from 
the  British  squadron  (which  lies  in  Gardner's 
bay,  within  sight  of  this  port)  came  on  shore  in 
the  night,  a  short  distance  from  this,  and  took 
from  his  bed  a  Joshua  Penny,  and.  without  per- 
mitting him  to  put  on  his  hat  or  clothing,  carried 
him  on  board  the  Ramilies,  where  he  was  put  in 
irons  and  on  short  allowance,  and  in  that  condi- 
tion sent  oflTin  the  ship  to  Halifax,  or  elsewhere. 

You  have  probably  seen,  in  the  newspapers,  the 
1  L_. .L- i: ^ea^^. 


the  expedition,  unarmed,  and  received   for  his 
compensation  the  ordinary  pilotage. 

Office  Comm'y  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  Nov.  1,  1813. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  di- 
rect that  you  will,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible 
after  the  reception  of  this  order,  place  in  confine- 
ment, such  as  will  preclude  the  possibility  of  es- 


Youhave  probably  seen,  in  the  o^^^PaP"''- t^«  j        ^  '  ^.nj^^^   Mayton.   a  British   subject,   and 
correspondence  between  the  cotn.nand.ng  officer  ,  cape-  T      ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^J^  ^^.^^^^^ 

of  this  port  and  Hardy,  in  which  the  forrner,  the  .  11'^^}'^^^  K^rndle.,  and  recently  transferred, 

next  day  after  the  capture,  demanded  him  as  a      "^P  p,isone  s,  to  your   custody   by  the 

non-combatant,  and  the  latter  refused   to  restore    arno^^^^  ^J^^^   ^^   ^^  i^^^\^  ^ 

him,  upon  the  plea  that  he  had  acted  as  a  pilot  to    ^^^  »"a  ,  ^^^  ^^^^^^ 

Commodore   Decatur's   barges,  and  the  '"^pedo  !  ^o^'ag^^ '«  »°       Penny,  a  citizen  of'^New  York, 

boat,  and  was  on  the  books  of  Decatur's  frigate,    ™eni  oi  jus.iiia  ir^^  y ,  ^     ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^  _^  Ur..,.J 

at  forty  dollars   per  month.     That  he  acted  as 

pilot  in  both  the  above  cases  is  true,  but  the  last 

charge  is  not  true.     He  was  hired  as  a  pilot,  and 

is  on  the  books  of  no  ship,  or  attached  to  any 

public  service.     The  British  Commodore  further 

declares  tn  his  communication  that  he  holds  him 

as  a  spy.  in  consequence  of  his  being  on  board  his 

Bhip  at  a  certain  time  to  sell  darns.     If  this  act  i  ^j;;^^; j;nj"'Vu  "aVe'Vequested   to  inform   hiti 

makes  h.m  punishable  as  a  spy,  the  Commodore  i  fX'f  the  cause  bv  which  this  measure  has  been 


lately  seized  at  night  in  his  bed,  at  his  own  house, 
near  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  by  a  detachment 
from  the  British  squadron  in  that  quarter,  carried 
on  board,  and  yet  held  in  rigid  confinement  by 
the  enemy.  It  is  not  intended,  for  the  present  at 
least,  that  itie  unfortunate  person  so  confined, 
shall  be  barred  from  such  decent  accommodation 
and  comfortable  subsistence  as  his  situation  may 


must  be  surrounded  with  spies  every  day,  from 
Connecticut  and  elsewhere,  with  beef,  breadstuff", 
onions,  fruit,  and  eatables  of  all  kinds,  as  we  know 
his  fleet  is  continually  surrounded  with  traders. 
The  question  is,  can  this  man  be  held  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war.  and  held  in  irons  1  Is  it  not  a  case 
demanding  the /ea- fa/ionw? 

Penny  is  a  poor  but  industrious  man,  with  a 
large  family  ;  a  good  seaman  and  pilot,  and  of  a 
bold  and  daring  spirit ;  has  faced  danger,  and  en- 
dured much  hardship  in  almost  every  quarter  of 
the  world.     It  is  a  fact,  that  an  American,  who 


fully  of  the  cause  by  which  this  measure  has  been 
made  necessary, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 


servant 


J.  MASON. 


Ebenezer  K.  Dexter,  Esq, 

Marthal  of  Rhode  Island. 

H. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  Swanton  to  the  Secretary 
of  SUte,  dated 
New  York,  November  8,  1813. 
the  world.     It  IS  a  tact,  tnat  an  ^menc...  w.u        Sir  :  I  am  informed,  by  'etlers  written  m  Hal- 
was  on  board  the  ship  as  a  trader,  put  on  the  uni-  j  'f"    in  July   August,  and  f^P^'"^^^^^^ 
form  of  a  lieutenant,  and  accompanied  a  crew  to    my  brother  John  Swanton,  lately  serving  in  the 
point  out  to  them  the  place  of  Penny's  abode  the  \  capacity  of  captain  of  ^.'^rarB^hVlecl^ 
day  preceding  the  night  in  which  he  was  taken,  ^  vate  armed  schooner  Globe,  of  Baliimo  e,  Cap^ 

ThVwe   lear^n  from%ome  prisoners  who   l^a^^  I  «V"  ^^^"^^r'^l?  ^;l^' 'nrCto  tL  Gi?^^ 
since  been   liberated,  and  from  whom  we  also  |  May  in  the  brig  Endeavor,  prize  to  the  Globe. 
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Atd  Mr.  Miichell,  a?ent  for  prisoners  of  war,  in 
\Mi  letter  of  »he  4th(  September,  says  that  my  bro- 
tR«<!f  was  thesn  coniined  on  board  His  Britannic 
J^<|je8ty's  ship  Melpomene,  and  about  to  be  sent 
I'e  "rher  lo  ^oglaDd|  for  the  purpose  of  trial  as  a 
if'fltish  subject. 

4^'i  iherefoM  presujue  that  he  is  now  in  England, 
^i\^  that  he  pither  has  or  will  be  proceeded  against. 
I|^n  infornjed  that,  Mr.  Mitchell  has  laid  his  case 
(•4)re  the  (jfovernnoent ;  and  my  anxiety  induces 
ry^io  troubje  you  with  this  communication,  and 

CKJ^  be  do 


lest  tou  lo  inform  me  whether  anything 
)nq  fbr  hiqi. 


I 


il  itbe  Unite-j  Stair 
tirye  times  itiat,  anc 
f%t|er.  who  liivedani 


On  board  H,  M.  Ship  Centlrion, 
,,  Balifcu:,  July  U,  1813. 

^"IJear  Robert:  i  hare  not  time,  at  this  mo- 
jit,  to  enter  more  particularly  into  the  occur- 
tes  that  look  place  on  board  the  Globe,  than 
i.jH  the  capjain  thought  proper  to  send  me  a  pas- 
stiiger  to  th«  United  Stales  in  the  brig  Endea- 
\7y,  capturt^d  by  us,  off  the  Rock  of  Lisbon,  on 
tl|iti20th  March  last,  and  was  recaptured  off  Cape 
Ife^ry.  29lh  May.  by  His  Majesty's  ship  Le  Fan- 
tiyie,  Captijin  Lawrence,  who  detained  me,  in 
pWicular,  under  pretence  of  being  a  British  sub- 
jEl-     He  took  me  with  him  to  Bermuda,  where 
l|\4oderwent  a  forijnal  examination,  which  was 
c^Jiiimilted  to  paper,  as  follows  :  Where  were  you 
^jj)ii?     Kilcat,cout)ly  Kilkenny,  Ireland.    When 
d;you  learcit?     In  1789.     How  old  are  you? 
■ti^rty-eighi  years.     Have  you  lived  seven  years 
aiPs  of  America  ?    Yes,  above 
d  am  a  citizen  in  right  of  ray 
d  possessed  property  in  Amer- 
ifa^  before  thie  Revolution.     Have  you  a  vote? 
e^,  and  vot^d  for  Mr.  Madison,  in  opposition  to 
ti  Clinton.  -  Are  you  a  married  man  ?    Yes,  and 
(e  five  children.     This  is,  as  well  as  I  can  rec- 
tlUct,  the  suijslance  of  the  examination.     I  was 
r  riuveyed  froi)a  thai  island  to  this  port,  and  write 
\  .  irou  in  iroijs ;  nor  do  I  know  by  what  means  I 
I  i))ld  have  informed  you  of  my  situation,  had  it 
\  oi  been  for 'the  kindness  of  the  commander  of 
IS  ship,  who  perniits  me  to  write  to  Mr.  Mitch- 
I;  agent  for- prisoners  of  war.     I  therefore  re- 
alist you  to  act  immediately  as  the  law  directs 
such  case-i,  aa'J  write  me  an  answer,  sending 
€  at  the  same  time  two  hundred  dollars.     Re°- 
traber  me  id  our  relations  and  friends  in  New 
ork,  and  inform  my  wife  iu  Pennsylvania,  to 
j^m  it  will  be  a  sad  stroke. 
I  impatiently  w»it  your  answer,  and  remain 
^pi^r  loving  brother,  J.  SWAN  TON. 

Office  CoMa.'RY  Ge.n'l  of  Prisoners. 

'         Washungto.n,  Dec.  17,  1313. 

{fiB:  I  am  .jomnrianded  by  the  President  to  di- 

ic\  mat  you  will,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible 

]Ur  the  reception   of  this  order,  place  in  close 

jirtfinemenl.  juch  a;,  will  preclude  the  possibility 

♦rt'^scape,  William  Lincoln,  a  British  subject. 

Jt)|  prisoner  of  war.  late  mate  of  the  merchant 

^yfi  Fly.  therp  to  be  held  as  a  hostage,  to  answer 

<J^ihe  safety  pf  Jonn  Swanton,  late  a  captain  of 

r       ]    '. 
i        \    \ 

I        i 


marines  on  board  the  privateer  Globe  of  Balti- 
roore,  who  has  been  unjustifiably  confined  by  the 
British  Government  at  Halifax,  and  sent  from 
thence  to  England  for  trial. 

It  is  not  intended,  for  the  present  at  least,  that 
the  unfortunate  person  so  confined  shall  be  barred 
from  such  dfcent  accommodation  as  his  situation 
may  admit  of;  and  you  are  requested  to  inform 
him  fully  of  the  cause  by  which  this  measure 
has  been  made  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 

J.  MASON. 
Ebenezer  K.  Dexter,  Esq.. 

Marshal  of  Rhode  Island. 


Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  Jan.  2,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  R.  Swan- 
ion  of  New  York,  a  very  respectable  citizen,  to 
his  brother,  Mr.  John  Swanion.  late  a  captain  of 
marines  on  board  the  private  armed  schooner 
Globe  of  Baltimore,  Captain  Moon,  captured  in 
a  prize  of  that  vessel,  and  sent  into  Halifax,  and 
ihence  in  close  confinement  on  board  one  of  the 
British  ships  of  war,  in  the  month  of  September 
last,  to  England  for  trial,  on  pretext  of  being  a 
British  subject. 

It  is  desirable  to  afford  the  friends  of  persons 
thus  unfortunately  situated  every  means  of  com- 
municating wiih  them  as  far  as  may  depend  on 
the  public  agents;  you  will,  therefore,  be  pleased 
lo  endeavor  to  find  out  the  place  of  confinement 
of  Mr.  Swanton,  and  convey  to  him  the  letter  in- 
tended for  him,  and  the  pecuniary  relief  afforded 
by  his  brother,  with  any  other  you  may  be  able 
to  give  him. 

An  officer  of  a  British  merchant  ship,  corres- 
ponding with  him  in  rank,  has  been  confined 
here,  lo  answer,  in  his  person,  for  his  safety  and 
proper  treatment.  I  atu  informed  by  Mr.  Swan- 
ton's  family,  and  have  no  doubt  of  the  facts,  that, 
although  born  in  Ireland,  he  came  here  very 
young,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in 
the  right  of  his  father,  who  came  to  this  country 
before  the  peace  of  1783,  and  has  habitually  re- 
sided here  since,  until  his  death  a  few  years  a<To. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be.  dec.  * 

J.  MASON. 
Reuben  G.  Beaslev,  Esq., 

L'.  a.  Agent  for  prisoners,  London. 

I. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  iBtac  Chauncey 

to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 

U.  S,  Ship  General  Pike, 
Sackett's  Harbor,  Oct.  12,  1813. 
On  the  24th  of  August  last,  I  wrote  to  Com- 
modore Sir  James  L.  Yeo,  respecting  the  deten- 
tion of  Thomas  Goldsmith,  late  a  seaman  belong- 
ing to   the  Julia,  and  detained  by  Commodore 
Yeo  lor  trial  as  a  British  subject.     I  have  this 
day  received  his  answer  to  that  communfcaiion  ; 
copies  of  both  letters  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 
I  shall  wait  your  instructions,  as  to  what  fur- 
ther  measures  are  to  be  adopted   in  regard   to 
Goldsmith. 
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U.  S.  Ship  General  Pike. 
Sackett's  Harbor,  Aug.  24,  1813. 

Sir:  The  fortune  of  war  having  placed  the 
crews  of  the  Growler  and  Julia  (two  small 
schooners  belonging  to  ray  squadron)  in  your 
power,  and  having  understood  that  Thoraas  Gold- 
smith, ordinary  seaman,  belonging  lo  the  laie 
United  States'  schooner  Scourge,  and  captured 
ia  the  Julia,  has  been  detained  for  trial  by  your 
order,  a;,  a  British  subject,  I  will  ihank  you  lo 
inform  me  upon  what  grounds  Goldsmith  has 
been  detained,  and  whether  it  is  your  determina- 
tion to  try  him  in  the  province,  or  send  hira  to 
England.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Com.  Sir  James  Lucas  Yeo.  Ki.. 

Commanding  //.  B.  M.  naval  forces,  ^c. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Sir  Jameat  L.  Y»o 
to  Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey,  dated 

On  board  the  Wolfe,  at  Kingston, 

October  11.  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  24th  August  on  my  arrival  at  this  port, 
requesting  I  would  inform  you  upon  what  grounds 
Goldsmith  lias  been  detained. 

In  answer  to  which,  I  have  lo  acquaint  you 
that  the  man  himself  acknowledges  his  being  by 
birth  and  parentage  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  as  to  whether  he  will  be  tried  for  serving  un- 


QuEBEc,  October  7,  1813. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  lo  my  proposilion  of  last  even- 
ing, I  shall  give  you  a  statement  of  facis  which 
is  the  cause  of  my  confinement,  and  then  leave 
it  for  your  honor  to  decide,  viz:  I  was  assistant 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  captain  of  a 
militia  company  in  Detroit,  Michigan  Territory, 
and  was  surrendered  by  General  Hull  at  the  capi- 
tulation of  Detroit,  and  guarantied,  agreeably  to 
a  proclamation  i.^^sued  by  General  Brock,  both  in 
person  and  property.     Shortly  after  such  procla- 
mation, the  savages,  who,  to  glut  their  thirst  for 
blood,  hunted  me  day  and  night  for  the  purpose 
of  assassinating  me  if  they  should  find  me;  finding 
their  search  fruitless,  they  repaired  lo  my  dwell- 
ing, and   robbed    me  of  about  twelve  thousand 
dollars   in    specie    and    effects.     After    this    had 
taken  place,  I  was  advised,  by  persons  of  respect- 
ability living  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  lo  leave 
the  country  a  short  time,  until  the  anger  of  the 
savages  should  be  assuaged,  both  for  my  personal 
safety  and   the  safely  of  my  wife  and  children. 
Agreeably  to  their  advice,  I  obtained  a  permit 
from  Colonel  Proctor  to  depart;  myself  and  Rev- 
eral  others  chartered  a  vessel  for  the  purpose,  and 
moved  lo  Presque  Isle;  and  after  that  I  pursued 
my  route  to  the  Slates  to  settle  my  business,  and 
returned  lo  Pittsburg,  and  from  there  was  making 
the  besl  of  ray  way  to  Detroit  to  find  ray  family, 
who  were  daily  exposed  to  the  insults  and  dan- 
der the  flag  of  his  country's  foes  in  this  place,  or  I  gers  of  the  Indians.     After  I  left  Pittsburg.  I  ar- 


ia England,  I  cannot  inform  you 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  lo  James  Prince,  Esq.,  Marshal  of  Massar 
chusetU,  dated 

December  18,  1813. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  in- 


rived  at  the  Miami  rapids.  I  there,  unexpect- 
edly, fell  in  with  a  part  of  General  Winchester's 
army,  the  other  part  had  advanced  to  French- 
town.  I  continued  on  from  Miami  rapids  to 
Frenchtown,  where  I  had  a  brother  living,  and 
put  up  with  him,  anxious  lo  reach  ray  family  be- 
fore the  array  arrived,  lest  the  Indians  might  sus- 


struct  you  to  place  immediately  in  close  confine-  pect  I  was  with  it,  and  massacre  ray  family  for 
ment  one  of  the  British  seamen  in  your  cus- 
tody, captured  on  Lake  Ontario,  to  be  held  as  a 
hostage  to  answer  for  the  proper  treatment  and 
safety  of  Thomas  Goldsmiih,  late  a  seaman  be- 
longing to  the  United  States'  schooner  Julia,  un- 
justifiably detained  for  trial  as  a  Brhish  subject, 
by  order  of  Commodore  Sir  James  Yeo. 

You  will  inform  the  person  so  designated  of  the 
cause  of  this  measure,  and  make  his  treatment 
the  same  as  that  recommended  lo  you  heretofore 
io  similar  cases. 

K. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Steele,  Esq.,  Deputy 

Marshal   of  Ohio,   to   the   Commissary  (ieneral  of 

Prisoners,  dated 

Chilicothe,  September  18,  1813. 

I  made  a  return  of  one  prisoner,  who  was  put 
into  my  custody  on  the  9ih  of  May  last,  of  the 
name  of  Thomas  Alexander  Clark,  who  was  taken 
at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake.  I  was 
instructed  by  Colonel  Campbell  that  he,  the  said 
Clark,  was  to  be  kept  in  close  confinement  as  a 
hostage  for  a  certain  Captain  Knagcs  of  Detroit, 
which  has  been  done  in  the  jail  of  the  county; 
common  jail  fees  are  twenty-five  cents  per  day. 
I  have  furnished  him  the  necessary  clothing. 


retaliation  ;  however,  the  next  day  an  engage- 
ment took  place  between  General  Winchester  and 
Colonel  Proctor's  forces,  about  two  railes  from 
where  I  was,  in  which  the  former  had  to  retreat, 
and  passed  by  where  1  was.  The  Indians  finding 
me  at  that  place,  took  me  and  carried  me  to 
Colonel  Proctor,  who  said  I  had  broken  my  pa- 
role, and  ordered  me  to  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  Fort  George,  without  any  examination.  I  re- 
mained a  few  days  at  Furl  George,  where  I  ob- 
tained a  certificate  from  General  Winchester, 
showing  that  I  had  nothing  lo  do  with  the  army ; 
I  was  then  forwarded  to  Montreal,  and  then  ex- 
amined before  the  police,  and  committed  as  a 
prisoner  of  war;  shortly  after  thai,  I  had  as- 
surances of  being  sent  home  as  soon  as  the  roads 
would  admit,  but  instead  of  thai  I  was  forwarded 
to  this  place,  and  confined  as  a  prisoner  having 
broken  his  parole,  which  I  am  now  ready  to  show, 
by  General  Winchester  and  his  officers,  that  I 
was  no  way  concerned  with  the  movements  of 
General  Winchester's  army,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. An  investigation  of  this  aflair  would  be 
highly  gratifying  to  your  obedient  servant. 

WHITMORE  knaggs. 
Colonel  Gardner. 
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'xtrmet  of  s  |ett«r  'from  Colonel  Barcltr  to  the  Com- 
miMary  General  of  PrMoneri,  Jale<l 

Harlem.  January  8,  1814. 
I  enclose  yoa  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
..in  Chanib-rrs,  of  the  forty-6rst  regiment,  dated 
^hilicolhe,  ii7ih   N'oyetuber.  1813.  and  beg  you 
ill  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  that 
r.   Thoma»  A.  Q^lark,  Indian  interpreter,  with 
»e  rank   of  a  subaltern  in  the  British  service, 
jw  a  prisoner  in   the  jail  at  Chilicothe.  either 
Iceives   ilje  threw  shillings  >terling  per  day,  the 
xiiowance   for  ofii^ers,  or  is  supplied  with  such 
^Hid  as  coiiiporls  with  his  rank  as  an  officer. 

^1  tract  of  a  Jetter  from  the  Commiseary  General  of 
>,    Pnsoneri^.to  Coionel  Thomaa  Barclay,  dated 

J  (  ■  :  Jancahy  22,  1S14. 

%  Mr.  Thoinas  A.  Clark,  whom  you  mention,  is 
^ijifined  ai  Chilicothe  in  retaliation  for  a  Mr. 
^'-hitraore  K  naggs.  an  American  citizen,  confined 
•^^Ijail  in  Qjebec.  where  Colonel  Gardner  saw 
l;<i.  in  his  jwl.  on  common  prisoner's  fare,  on  the 
J^  jh  October,     Mi*.  Knaggs  is  a  man  of  property 

flsjl  respectahility :  he  was  an  inhabitant  of,  and 
jt)tain  of  U',e  local  militia  at,  Detroit;  was  in- 
^iided  in  the  capitulation  of  that  place,  and 
fpmised  proiection  in  person  and  property;  the 
^ians  were,  however,  permitted  to  plunder  his 
,use  of  money  a^tul  effects  to  a  large  amount, 
^d  constancy  threatened  to  assassinate  him  ; 
Aider  thesf  circumstances  he  obtained  perrais- 
3un  from  Qeheral  Proctor  to  go  within  our  lines, 
J^iiieh  he  ^i,l  in  a  vessel,  with  others,  to  Penn- 
(afivania,  leiv.ing  his  family.  After  some  months, 
Jh'  '*■'"'"" '^'JJ^  'o  <<''  family  at  Detroit,  when  he 
*  seized  |))J  the  Indians  and  carried  to  General 
rlictor,  wl^i  conftned  him  on  suspicion  of  be- 
jging  to  Gtjnernl  Winchester's  army,  who  were 
^aged  aboi;t  the  time  and  near  the  place  Mr. 
ujaggs  was/  tpet  on  his  way  to  Detroit.     He  was 

J'J/i  sent  tn  Ji^ort  George,  where  he  obtained  a 
'rtificate  from  General  Winchester  that  he  was 
X  no  way  at^achegl  to  his  army.  Mr.  Knag«»s  is 
k^»t  in  the  rcjmrnop  jail,  and.  as  I  understanl,  on 
c>tfinary  priscjner's 'rations.     I  wrote  directly  that 

fi  Clark  he  treated  in  the  same  way,  but  that 
-•^  subsistenre  bei  abundant  and  of  the  better 
laoiJ,  and  his  situajtion  shall  be  ameliorated  the 
iZu^nent  yon  will  inform  me,  from  an  authentic 
s^ i-ce,  that  Mr.  Knaggs  has  been ;  in  other 
v^»|ds.  It  IS  intencjed  that  he  shall  receive,  in 
jvyt^iing.  llje  treatment  Mr.  Knaggs  receives. 
U  I  shall  be  extremely  glad  that,  on  a  change 
1*.  jhis.  I  may  be  i?nabled  to  make  that  of  Mr. 
>fjrk  entirely  com|brtable. 


L. 


Mr.  McLeod  has  been  eight  or  ten  years  in 
our  service,  has  a  boatswain's  warrant,  married 
in  Virginia,  and  has  there  a  wife  and  children. 
I  do  not  know  where  those  men  may  have  been 
born,  but  the  most,  if  not  all,  have  protections  ; 
and,  from  their  having  detained  two  others,  who 
Mr.  Ro(1gers  and  myself  knew  to  be  native  citi- 
zens, who  were  afterwards  dismissed  upon  my 
observing  that  I  knew  them  to  be  such,  I  think 
it  probable  that  many  of  the  others  are  natives 
of  the  United  States.  JACOB  JONES. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton. 


Captain  Bereaford  to  Admiral  Warren. 

Hit?  Majesty's  Ship  Poictiers. 
-.-^  fe  February  15,  1813. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to 
receive  from  you  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  men  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
detain,  until  your  pleasure  was  known,  are,  in 
my  opinion,  British  subjects.  The  boatswain, 
Mr.  McLeod,  told  me  he  was  born  in  Scotland, 
but  that,  having  taken  the  American  oath  of  al- 
legiance, and  being  married  in  Philadelphia,  he 
considered  himself  an  American  subject;  the 
other  men.  in  ray  opinion,  are  English,  Scotch, 
or  Irish.  I  told  the  officers  of  the  Wasp  my  sus- 
picions, and  that,  consequently,  it  was  my  inten- 
tion to  detain  them,  but  that,  if  the  captain  or 
any  other  officer  could  identify  any  of  them  as 
Americans,  I  would  instantly  send  them  on  board 
the  cartel  that  was  then  going  to  New  York 
with  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Wasp. 

This  they  were  unable  to  do,  and  1,  therefore, 
sent  them  on  board  the  Ruby  to  await  your  plea- 
sure, being  perfectly  convinced,  within  my  own 
breast,  that  they  were  British  subjects,  although 
1  am  certainly  without  documents  to  prove  the 
fact.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  P.  BERESFORD. 
Sir  J.  B.  Wahhe.n.  K.  B.  Admiral,  «f  c. 


Ujj!<ain  Jone<  to  the  Hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  SecreUry 
y*  oi  the  Navy. 

^\  New  York,  Xovembtr  24,  1812. 

iR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my 

frval  here    lAj-day'  with    the  surviving  officers 

ar^icrew  of  the  Wasp,  excepting  the  boatswain, 

Aswain's  mate,  eight  men,  and  two  boys,  who 

detaineit  as  British  subjects,  and  are  now 

Qed  on  bc^ard  ite  prison  ship  at  Bermuda. 


Captain  Jones  to  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy. 
MACEnoNiAN,  New  Lonoon. 

September  15.  1813. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  is  from  one  of  the  twelve 
of  the  crew  of  the  Wasp,  who  were  detained 
after  her  capture  by  Captain  Beresford  on  the 
supposition  of  their  being  British  subjects. 

The  ca^.e  of  .Mr.  McLeod.  the  boatswain,  is 
peculiarly  hard.  He  was  in  the  service  during 
the  war  with  Tripoli,  and  has  continued  so  ever 
since  ;  he  has  been  for  several  years  married  to 
a  discreet  woman  in  Virginia,  the  daughter  of  a 
person  living  about  nine  miles  from  Norfolk, 
and  has,  or  had  when  he  left  home,  two  or  three 
children. 

The  persons  detained  were  Mr,  McLeod,  boat- 
swain, the  writer  of  the  enclosed,  alias  John 
Goldlhwait,  J,  Stevens,  boatswain's  mate,  George 
M.  D.  Read,  Thomas  Phillips,  John  Rose,  a  bo'y, 
Dennis  Dougherty,  marine,  William  Mitchell' 
Peter  Barrow,  and  John  Brooks,  boy. 

Respectfully,  yours,  J.  JQNES. 

Hon.  William  Jones. 
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[EncloneJ  in  the  preceding.] 
Mr.  Goulthritc  to  Captain  Jones. 

Melville  Prison,  Halifax. 
August  16.  1813. 

Sir:  We  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  to 
inform  you  that,  on  the  ISih  of  June,  we  were 
sent  out  of  the  Goree  prison  ship,  at  Bermuda, 
on  board  the  Dragon  74  for  Halifax,  where  we 
arrived  after  a  favorable  passage  of  ten  days,  and 
we  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  we  are  almost 
naked  for  want  of  clothes,  having  nothing  ex- 
cept one  shirt  and  trowsers,  and  as  there  is  no 
more  [irospect  of  getting  clear  than  there  was 
when  we  were  first  taken  prisoners,  we  humbly 
entreac  you  that  you  will  send  us  some  relief,  as 
we  have  applied  several  times  to  Mr.  Mitchell 
for  some  clothes,  and  we  cannot  get  any;  so. 
without  you  relieve  us,  we  shall  perish  for  want 
of  clothes  here  in  Winter,  as  it  is  very  severe. 

We  remain  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servants. 

J.  GOULTHRITE,  and  oifurg. 

Captain  Jones, 

U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian. 

P.  S.  W^e  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  three 
died  at  Bermuda,  viz:  Peter  Barrow,  John  Rose, 
and  John  Stephens. 


had  not  admitted  the  officers,  midshipmen,  and 
master's  mates.  <tc..  to  their  parole.  I  am  also 
informed  there  are  some  masters  of  British  armed 
vessels  detained  on  board  the  prison-ship  to  whom 
the  indulgence  of  parole  has  been  refused. 

Whether  this  is  correct  I  do  not  take  upon  me 
to  say  ;  but  you  will  do  me  a  favor  by  ordering 
the  marshal  at  Charleston  to  extend  the  indul- 
gence of  paroles  to  such  characters  as  you  think 
proper,  and  acquaint  me  with  the  extent  to 
which  you  limit  them. 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  request  you  will  send  the 
necessary  orders  to  the   marshal  to  furnish  the 
British  prisoners  with  comfortable  bedding,  and 
the  necessary  utensils    for  cooking.  <fec.,  as  the 
I  men   of  the  Dominica  were    stripped  of  every- 
■  thing   by  the   crew  of  the  American   privateer, 
I  who,  in    every    other   instance.  I  am   informed, 
behaved   with  a  barbarity  not  practised  by  civil- 
1  ized   nations.     I  do  not  mention   this  to  you  by 
way  of  complaint,  because  ray  Government  will 
take   the  necessary  measures,  if  the  information 
is  correct,  but  to  afford  the  American  Gijvern- 
{  ment  an  opportunity  of  investigating  the  facts, 
I  and    correcting    future  act*;  of  barbarity  which 
I  dishonor  human  nature.     The  crew  of  the  Amer- 
ican privateer,  it  is  said,  were  principally  bhcks 
and  men  of  color. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the   Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

November  23,  1813. 
But,  sir.  these  are  not  the  only  cases  in  which 
a  is  plainly  shown  how  the  conduct  of  your  of- 
ficers in  seizing  and  separating  our  captured  men 
from   the  ordinary  stale  of  prisoners,  and  sub- 
jecting them   to  long   and  painful  confinement, 
has  stood  self-condemned  on   their  own  assumed 
ground.     I  will  instance,  among  many  that  might 
be  cited,  the  cases  of  five,  at  least,  of  the  six  men 
of  the  crew  of  the  Nautilus,  the  six  men  of  the 
crew  of  the   privateer  Sarah  Ann,  thus  taken,  | 
long  held,  and  finally  discharged  ;  and  the  twelve  '< 
men  of  the  crew  of  the  Wasp,  taken  and  held  in 
like  manner,  three  of  whom  have  fallen  a  sacri-  ^ 
fice  to,  and  during,  severe  confinement,  and  the 
remaining  nine,  as  you  have  informed  me,  are  at 
length  restored  to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners 
in  Halifax  for  exchange.     In  this  last  instance.  I 
refer  you,  sir.  to  the  letter  from  Commodore  Ber- 
esford to  Admiral  Warren,  of  which  I  furnished  ' 
you  a  copy,  and   in  which   he  slates  explicitly  , 
that  he  had  designated  and  detained  them  merely  i 
on  suspicion,  and  because  our  officers  could  not, 
of  their  own  knowledge,  declare  that  they  were  ; 
native  horn  Americans. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

September  7.  1813. 
His  Majesty's  schooner  Dominica,  lately  cap- 
tured by  an  American  privateer  after  a  sangui- 
nary conflict,  has  been  carried  into  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  At  the  time  the  letter  to  me 
announcing  her  arrival  was  written,  the  marshal 


Extract  of  a   letter  from   the   Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

October  5,  1813. 

I  have  written  to  the  Marshal  of  South  Caro- 
lina on  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  of 
September,  and  can  a.^sure  you  that  everything 
shall  be  done  there  that  is  requisite  to  make  your 
prisoners  comfortable.  As  to  paroles  at  that 
depot.  I  have  no  particular  information ;  I  have 
required  it,  and  it  shall  be,  when  received,  com- 
municated. The  practice  has  been,  heretofore, 
to  parole  all  midshipmen  and  commissioned  of- 
ficers of  men  of  war.  and  all  master's  mates  and 
lieutenants  of  private  armed  ships  and  merchant- 
men, which  I  am  entirely  disposed  to  continue,  if 
the  practice  on  your  side  will  permit  me  to  do 
so.  I  understand  that  your  Government  paroles 
neither  mates  nor  lieutenants,  or  at  most  cot 
lower  than  the  first  mate,  and  no  master  of  a  pri- 
vateer under  fourteen  guns.  I  request  early  in- 
formation from  you  on  this  subject,  to  enable  me 
to  determine  on  the  course  proper  to  be  taken 
here. 

You  state  that  you  are  informed  that  the  men 
of  the  late  British  schooner  Dominica  were 
stripped  of  everything  by  the  crew  of  the  cap*- 
turing  American  privpteer, and, in  every  instance, 
treated  with  a  barbarity  not  practised  by  civi- 
lized nation*,  and  which  dishonor  human  nature. 
I  regret  to  hear  that  any  of  our  masters  of  pri- 
vateers, who  have  heretofore  been  as  remarkable 
for  their  generosity  and  kindness  to  prisoners 
when  subdued,  as  they  have  been  for  their  skill 
and  bravery  in  battle,  should  be  accused  of  such 
unpardonable  acts.  The  facts  shall  be  inquired 
into,  and,  if  they  exist,  as  you  suppose  they  do, 
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4  I  you  may  be  assured  they  will  not  pass  unnoticed 
f"  by  a  GufernmeiU  whose  constant  effort  has  been 
;>^Uo  invito  by  example  its  enemy  to  conduct  the 
,  *  iwar  in  a!il  its  brunches  in  the  most  humane  pos- 


sible  maimer.  Withuut,  at  this  time,  assenting 
j*  !to  or  denying  ihe  facts  you  suppose  to  exist,  I 
'  ^''will  remjnd  yoi^  that  it  is  said  to  be  diSicult  to 
fj'.^ restrain  the  conquering  crew,  on  a  vessel  carried 
i  'by  board. r^g.  fropa  acts  of  cruelty  and  of  pillage  ; 
i  iand  I  trust  the  same  laudable  spirit  which  has 
^  iexcited  yojr  feelings  on  this  occasion  will  cause 
%  jyou  to  inquire  ihto  the  conduct  of  the  crew  of 
^  your  frij^aie  Shannon,  (when  the  Chesapeake 
,  "was  carwfil  in  that  way,)  and,  above  all,  will 
•"have  ind^iced  you  to  have  become  possessed  of, 
and  to  fcjave  reported  to  the  proper  authorities, 
ihe  facts^itending  the  Anglo-Indian  warfare  on 
P  khe  Canada  lines;  since,  surely,  if  any  excesses 
.^  jn  this  hrcrcan  be  most  properly  termed  "  barbar- 
^  Hties  whip!)  dist^onor  human  nature,"  they  must 
be  those;  i^xhibi'.ed  on  the  late  occasions  on  the 
iiriver  Raisin,  Brownstown,  and  elsewhere,  when 
the  Indian^,  m  {British  pay,  fighting  by  the  side 
.£)f  British  Croops.  und  afterwards  thanked  in  gen- 
':eral  orders; by  British  officers,  were  permitted  to 
•  fuurder  biy^piecepQeal,  to  hack,  to  mangle,  and  to 
■^iorture  uuio  slovy  death,  and  to  burn  alive.  Amer- 
^ican  cilipns,  their  prisoners;  and,  as  if  to  till 
,the  raea^iure  of  savage  enormity,  to  expose  the 
;J)odies  of  t^aese  wretched  sufferers  to  be  devoured 
'pn  the  sur^ce  by  every  passing  vermin. 
"'  These  jljiogs,  sir,  have  been  repeatedly  done  in 
the  face  .o(  the  world,  and  are  not  to  be  contra- 
'dicted.  it  is  to  pe  hoped  that  you  will  afford  the 
^^^ritish  CJoverniiient  an  opportunity  of  investi- 
^^>ating  tl^e  factsl  and  of  correcting  acts,  to  the 
'^Jescriptuin  of  which,  in  adequate  terms,  no  lan- 
•^. "tuage  us<!d  by  civilized  man  is  equal. 

.J  lixtract  Oi  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
i^^  Pri»one}8  to  Morton  A.  Waring,  Esq.,  Marshal  of 
?|»,   South  (^arolina.  dated 

^i  j  October  5,  1813. 

;  .3, 1  send  lextracts  of  a  late  letter  from  Colonel 
"■jjlJarclay.iand  of  ray  reply.  Respecting  paroles 
>,ou  will  jjive  me  early  information,  and  I  request 
•  jhat  you  will  iriake  particular  inquiry  as  to  the 
•f>onduct  i)f  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Decatur 
^^.♦n  the  charge  brought  against  them,  from  such 
P^Jources  as  can  be  depended  on,  and  give  me  the 
Jv^nost  authentic  information  you  can  obtain,  as 
J^Itlso  a  lis|  of  tht  crew  when  she  returned  into 
viort,  also;  descriptive  of  the   persons  composing 


which  roay  be  readily  had  of  the  collector. 


•>    T  .       I  

|l  

^f^xtract  oi^  a  letter  from  Morton  A.  Waring,  Marshal 
^>jrj  of  Soulji  Carolrna,  to  the  Commissarj-  General  of 
-■»;    Prisoners,  dated 

^  i  I  October  16,  1813. 

♦  j  I  hasten  :to  reply,  partially,  to  your  letter  of  the 
^^ih  insiantjwhich  has  this  moment  come  to  hand, 
9  *ccompatji|;d  by  extracts,  &c..  therein  referred  to. 
^!  ^espectip^  paroles,  they  have  never  been,  in  any 
^-  ^nsiance,  d^nie4  <o  characters  who  were  deemed 

7  « 

!;         i 


worthy  of  them.  I  confess,  in  consequence  of 
several  breaches  of  paroles  by  captains  of  mer- 
chantmen, I  felt.  CO  the  arrival  of  the  Decatur 
some  hesitation  in  granting  Captain  Sinclair 
master  of  a  merchantman,  a  parole  ;  but,  as  sooo 
as  I  could  receive  the  pledge  of  the  British  sub- 
agent  here  for  his  good  conduct,  I  granted  his 
parole.  I  have  since  paroled  Captain  Sinclair  to 
Liverpool  on  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the 
cartel.  The  midshipmen  taken  in  the  Dominica 
were  paroled  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  arri- 
val here.  Those  officers  who  came  under  the 
character  of  non-combatants  were  immediately 
released.  Without  orders  from  your  Department, 
I  shall  not,  on  any  occasion,  parole  officers  below 
the  grade  of  captains  of  merchantmen,  and  shall 
be  very  circumspect  towards  them.  Therefore, 
sir,  all  that  extract  of  Colonel  Barclay's  letter  to 
you,  which  speaks  of  the  refusal  of  paroles,  is  not 
founded  on  fact. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Morton  A.  Waring,  Marshal 

of  South  Carolina,  to  the  Commissary  General  of 

Prisoners,  dated 

October  26.  1813. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Tidyman,  a  gentleman  of  re- 
spectable professional  standing,  who  volunteered 
his  services  to  the  wounded  on  their  arrival  here, 
is  enclosed. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  any  certain 
information  as  to  the  characters  of  the  persons 
who  composed  the  crew  of  the  Decatur ;  as  near 
as  I  can  come  to  the  fact,  she  had  about  three- 
fourths  white  men  on  board. 

Those  officers  who  were  heard  to  speak  of  the 
treatment  which  they  received  from  the  priva- 
teersmen.  after  their  surrender,  having  gone 
from  this  place,  I  have  been  obliged  to  resort  to 
the  certificate  of  such  gentlemen  as  questioned 
them  on  this  point;  which  certificate  1  have  for- 
warded to  you. 

Charleston,  October  8,  1813. 
Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request. 
I  hasten  with  cheerfulness  to  state  to  you  my 
opinion  of  your  conduct  towards  the  British  pris- 
oners of  war  captured  in  the  Dominica  by  the 
Decatur;  and  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  I  can 
candidly  say  that,  during  the  short  time  I  attend- 
ed the  wounded,  in  company  with  Dr.  Waring,  I 
heard  the  prisoners  express  the  most  perfect  sat- 
isfaction and  gratitude  at  the  humane  treatment 
they  received  from  yourself,  and  also  from  Cap- 
tain Pratt,  acting  under  your  instructions;  and  I 
must  confess  that,  in  every  part  of  Europe  which 
I  have  visited,  1  never  saw  better  treatment  shown 
towards  prisoners  of  war  than  is  now  experienced 
by  the  British  prisoners  on  board  of  the  prison- 
ship  under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain 
Pratt.  To  the  best  of  ray  knowledge  their  diet 
is  not  only  wholesome,  but  very  liberal.  I  have 
no  hesitation  further  to  state  that  the  officers  of 
the  Dominica,  with  Captain  Sinclair  of  the  Brit- 
ish merchant  ship  London  Trader,  did  receive 
their  paroles  within  a  very  few  days  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the   respective    vessels   in  our   harbor. 


Great  Britmn — Naturalization, 


Your  conduct  has  been,  to  the  best  of  my  obser- 
vation, such  as  to  entitle  you  to  the  good  opinion 
of  your  fellow-citizens.  You  have  acitd  in  the 
strict  line  of  your  duty,  and,  consequently,  must 
merit  the  approbation  of  your  Government.  I 
am  extremely  sorry  to  find  that  you  have  been 
unjustly  charged  with  denying  paroles  to  British 
officers,  and  keeping  tiiem  in  confinement  on 
board  of  the  priion-ship.  The  character  of  an 
informer  is  always  obnoxious;  but  when  he  de- 
scends to  falsehoods,  he  then  indeed  ought  to  be 
treated  as  an  outcast  of  society.  With  respect  to 
your  inquiry  relative  to  what  I  know  of  the  treat- 
ment which  the  British  prisoners  sustained  on 
board  of  the  Dominica  and  Decatur,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  inform  you  that,  as  my  only  object  in 
seeing  those  unfortunate  men  was  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  my  profession  towards  them,  I  con- 
sidered it,  therefore,  indelicate  to  sul)mit  ques- 
tions which  might  unnecessarily  give  rise  to  any 
unpleasant  feelings  or  conversation  on  a  subject 
that  was  foreign  to  my  purpose,  and  which  I  felt 
myself  unauthorized  to  seek  into.  When  they 
were  delivered  to  Captain  Pratt  they  all  appeared 
to  be  well  clothed,  and  many  brought  with  them 
their  baggage.  With  respect  to  myself  I  have 
done  no  more  than  was  consistent  with  the  duty 
of  a  Christian,  and  it  is  one  I  shall  always  feel 
gratified  in  discharging  towards  prisoners  of  any 
nation. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  ice. 

PHILIP  TIDYMAN. 

Morton  A.  Waring,  Esq. 

Marshal,  Charleston. 


Charleston,  October  26.  1813. 
We  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  subsequent 
to  the  arrival  of  the  American  private  armed 
schooner  Decatur,  Captain  Dominique  d'Iron, 
with  her  prize,  the  British  armed  schooner  Do- 
minica, into  this  port,  we.  the  undersigned,  went 
on  board  the  latter  vessel,  in  company  with  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  among  others  the  honorable  John 
Drayton,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  ;  and  during  our 
stay  on  board  the  said  vessel  we  conversed  with 
some  of  the  prisoners,  by  whom  we  were  expli- 
citly informed  that  they  had  been  treated  by  the 
captors  "  like  brothers."  It  was  remarked  by 
them  that  there  was  considerable  carnage  and 
bloodshed,  naturally  consequent  to  the  confusion 
of  boarding,  but  after  pos->ession  of  the  prize  had 
been  taken  by  the  captors,  every  kindness  was 
afforded. 

JAMES  JEWEY, 
JOHN  PRATT. 
J.  B.  WHITE. 


Office  Comm'rv  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

VVashington,  August  27,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  copies 
of  the  following  letters  i>om  Dr.  Samuel  Mc- 
Keehan.  surgeon's  mate,  second  regiment  of  the 
Ohio  militia,  to  Major  General  Dearborn,  of  the 
24ih  of  May  last ;  two  from  the  same  person,  one 


of  the  6th  of  May  and  one  of  the  Hth  of  May,  to 
Lieutenant  Dudley  ;  and  one  of  the  12ih  of  May, 
from  George  H.  Rodgers.  of  the  United  States' 
Array,  to  Lieutenant  Dudley. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  statement  of  Dr. 
McKeehtn.  if  it  iscorrect.  and,  from  the  resf>ecta- 
bility  of  his  character,  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  believe  it,  that  outrages  have  been  committed 
on  his  person,  not  to  be  justified.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, in  requiring  an  explanation,  rest  this  matter 
on  the  statement  of  the  suffering  person  only: 
Lieutenant  Dudley,  of  the  United  States'  Navy, 
was  at  Montreal  during  his  confinement,  as  you 
will  remark  by  the  letters  addressed  to  him.  That 
gentleman  furnished  me  himself  with  the  origi- 
nals of  the  two  letters  addressed  to  him  by  Dr. 
McKeehan,  and  of  that  from  George  H.  Rodgers, 
I  and  confirmed  all  that  is  slated  by  the  Doctor  to 
'  have  happened,  after  his  (the  Lieutenant's)  ar- 
rival at  Montreal,  and  assured  me  that  the  Doc- 
]  tor's  treatment,  previous  to  that  time,  was  spoken 
of  in  Canada  as  a  matter  of  notoriety,  to  be  such 
as  he  has  represented  it. 

I  request,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  in- 
I  quire  into  the  facts,  and  the  causes  alleged  for 
'  treatment  so  inhuman  to  a  man  sent  by  the  proper 
authority,  under  the  sacred  protection  of  a  nag 
of  truce,  to  administer  kindly  offices  and  medical 
1  aid  to  our  wounded  prisoners,  and  also  into  the 
;  facts  of  the  severe  confinement  and  cruel  usage 
!  alleged  to  have  been  u*ed  towards  the  fourteen 
'  American  prisoners  at  Montreal,  named  by  Dr. 
I  McKeehan. 

I  shall  refrain,  sir,  from  pointing  out  what  may 
be  thought  the  proper  atonement  to  be  made  on 
the  cases  described,  until  your  explanation  is 
received.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  MASON. 
Col.  Thos.  Barclay,  ice. 


Montreal  Prison,  May  6,  1813. 

Sir:  I  am  an  unfortunate  American  who  was 
taken  by  the  Indians  on  my  way  to  Maiden,  with 
a  flag  of  truce  from  General  Harrison,  on  the 
night  of  the  3lst  ol  January,  and  after  a  variety 
of  indignities,  too  tedious  to  mention.  I  was 
brought  here  and  put  into  the  dungeon  for  thirty- 
three  days,  and  have  been  up  on  the  centre  floor 
a  week.  I  wish  to  see  you,  if  possible,  and  have 
your  advice,  «fec.     In  haste,  yours,  dtc, 

SAMUEL  McKEEHAN. 
Surgeon's  Mate,  Ohio  Militia. 

Lieutenant  Dudley. 

Montreal  Prison,  May  9, 1813. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  Sir  George's  aid  came  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  nature  of  my  confinement 
had  been  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  Colonel 
Lethbridge  was  required  to  restore  my  liberty.  I 
was  also  informed  that  you  and  myself  would 
probably,  iu  a  few  days,  be  sent  to  the  United 
States.  Colonel  Lethbridge  told  me  he  would 
send  for  rae  at  three  o'clock  and  take  my  parole. 
Iq  less  than  an  hour  Major  Shackleton  called, 
and  said  the  Governor,  after  more  mature  consid- 
eration, bad  concluded  he  could  not  let  me  have 
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my  libetiy  uciil  he  would    hear  from  General 
Proctor. 

Two  ct  threie  days  after  my  imprisonraent.  Ma- 
jor SbackletoQ  told  me  that  General  Proctor  had 
promised,  withi  the  next  despatches,  to  send  on 
all  the  papers  relating  to  my  case,  and  that  then 
I  would  have  ai  hearing. 

So  yon  may  see  punishment  by  torture  is  not 
jret  aboii.vhed.  If  they  had  drove  a  dagger  through 
my  heart  my  punishment  would  have  been  much 
less,  and  iheir  cou)>assion  much  greater. 
Yours,  &c. 
j  SAMUEL  McKEEHAN. 

Majof  'Shackleton  also  told  me  that  Colonel 
Baynes  was  unauthorized  to  tell  me  what  he  did. 

S.  McK. 
Lieuteoant  Dcdley. 

Montreal  Jail,  May  12,  1813. 

Sir:  llara  requested  by  Dr.  McKeehan  to  in- 
form youiof  his  present  unpleasant  situation.  He 
is  at  this  If''^^  ^^  unwell  as  to  be  confined  to  his 
bed,  and  nas  no  chance  of  getting  anything  to 
make  htrij  comfortable.  No  person  attends  here 
to  exami'ie  our  situation,  neither  have  we  a 
chance  tojsend  out  after  any  necessaries  that  we 
want.       J 

I  am  confident  the  Doctor's  case  requires  some 
very  speepy  aiip.  particularly  as  it  respects  his 
confined  situatton.  lodging,  <tc. 

Yours,  respect  fully, 

GEORGE  H.  RODGERS, 

United  mates'  Army. 

Lieuteqant  Dudley. 

.'         .    Niagara  Coffee  Houac, 
;  May  24,  1SI3. 

Sir:  Vyiihoiit  introduction  or  apology,!  beg 
leave  to  slate  to  your  Excellency  that,  on  the  31st 
of  Januarf  last,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Harri- 
son to  prciceed  to  the  river  Raisin  with  a  flag  of 
truce.  I  Was  required  in  my  instructions,  if  I 
met  no  British  officer  at  that  place,  to  proceed  to 
Maiden,  if  too  great  danger  did  not  appear  from 
the  savaj*;es.  The  same  evening,  thirty-three 
miles  frojn  the  river  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired 
upon  us  apd  killed  Mr.  Laraont.one  of  my  attend- 
ants, wouhded  myself  in  the  foot,  then  conveyed 
me  to  Captain  Elliott,  who  took  me  to  the  river 
Raisin,  aijd  from  thence  sent  me  to  General  Proc- 
tor at  heailquarters  in  Sandwich,  who  swore,  by 
God,  that,  the  (lag  and  papers  which  I  gave  him 
were  only;  a  pretence  to  cover  a  dishonorable  ser- 
Tice.  I  rfbutted  his  insinuations  as  moderately 
as  my  indignant  feelings  would  permit.  General 
Proctor  tpade  several  observations  on  General 
Harrison'*  ability  as  a  commander;  said  he  was 
used  to  ^i>ht  InJians.  but  not  British  troops,  dec. 
He  keps  my  instructions;  did  not  even  inform 
the  senior:officer.  Ensign  Baker,  of  the  American 
prisoner?,Jlhat  be  had  a  letter  for  him.  I  was 
ordered  *t*  a  tavern,  under  the  care  of  a  French 
sergeant.  ,  I  waited  until  the  4th  of  February 
before  I  wrote  to  General  Proctor,  demanding  in 
what  character  I  was  considered,  how  long  1 
would  be;  detained,  and  the  cause  of  my  de- 
tention.   : 


The  next  day  the  General's  Aid  informed  me 
1  was  recognised  as  surgeon's  mate,  and  would 
attend  w*th  Dr.  Brown  on  the  American  wound- 
ed prisoners.  On  the  12th  I  received  a  letter  from 
General  Proctor,  in  answer  to  one  I  had  written 
to  him  on  the  day  before,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy  : 

Sandwich,  February  12,  1813. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
stant, I  am  directed  by  Colonel  Proctor,  com- 
manding. 10  observe  that  you  were  sent  in  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  on  the  sick  and  wounded  of 
General  Winchester's  army,  for  which  purpose 
you  are  now  detained,  and  beg  leave  further  to 
observe  that,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty,  you 
will  render  a  most  important  service  to  yoar 
country.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  W.  McLEAN,  .4.  D.  C. 

I  continued  to  attend  the  wounded  until  the 
2J  of  March,  when  A.  D.  C.  McLean  informed 
me  that  I  was  accused  of  carrying  on  a  private 
correspondence,  and  that  he  was  ordered  to  take 
me  into  custody,  and  secure  my  papers,  which 
was  accordingly  done  in  the  mo>t  uncivil  man- 
ner.    Ou   the    Till    of  March   I   was  taken  by  a 
guard  to  Fort  George,  without  trial  or  hearing, 
although  I  had  written  to  General  Proctor  re- 
peatedly, requesting  an  investigation,  to  which  I 
received   no  answer  of  any   kind.     From    Fort 
George  I  was  sent  to  Montreal,  and   hurried  on. 
night  and  day,  although   thinly  clothed,  having 
been  robbed  and  stripped  by  the  Indians,  and  the 
weather  very  cold.     On  ray  arrival  at  Montreal, 
I  was,  without  being  asked  any  questions,  or  per- 
mitted  to  ask  any  myself,   put   into  a  dungeon 
eight  or  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground. 
in    dark    and    solitary    confinement,   and    there 
kept  thirty-three  days,  after  which  I  was  put  up 
with  the  American  prisoner*^.     A  few  days  after 
my  elevation.    Lieutenant    Dudley    became  ac- 
quainted with  my  situation,  and  made  such  rep- 
resentations to  Governor  Prevost  as  induced  his 
Excellency  to  send  his  Aid,  Colonel  Baynes,  who 
said  he  was  directed  by  the  Governor  to  inform 
me  that  the  outrage  which  had   been  committed 
on  my  person  was   contrary   to  his  orders,  and 
told  Colonel    Lethbridge  to  take  ray  parole  and 
liberate  me  immediately.     The  Colonel,  not  hav- 
ing materials  for  writing  at  hand,  said  he  would 
send  for  me  at   three  o'clock.     In   less  than  an 
hour  the  Town   .Major  came,  and   informed  me 
that  the  Governor,  on  more  mature  consideration, 
thought   he  could   not  liberate  me  until  he  got 
despatches  from  General  Proctor.     On  the  17th 
of  May,  eight  or  tea  days  after,  I  was  taken  from 
prison,  and,  in  company  with   Lieutenant  Dud- 
ley, sent  to  the   United   States.     I  may  here  ob- 
serve that  the  apartment  in  which  I  was  confined 
did  not  contain  either  chair,  bench,  or  stool,  or 
bedding,  whatever,  for  the  space  of  two  weeks. 
Fresh  beef  was  furnished,  but  no  salt.     I  was 
denied  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  treated  uniformly 
with  the  utmost  contempt  by  the  sergeant,  whom 
I  had  the  honor  of  seeing  once  every  day  for  a 
few  minutes.     By  the  request  of  fourteen  Amen- 
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can  prisoners,  now  in  Montreal  jail,  whose  names 
are  hereunto  annexed,  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your 
Excellency  that  they  are  kept  in  close  confine- 
ment, sometimes  half  a  day  without  water,  and 
frequently  two  or  three  days  without  wood  to 
cook  with;  and  when  they  complained,  the  jail- 
er'scurses  were  freely  lavished  upon  them.  They 
have  not  the  privilege  of  procuring  some  little 
necessaries,  which  the  benevolence  of  some  hu- 
mane persons  enabled  them  to  do.  by  giving  them 
a  little  money.  Sir  George  Prevost  has  told  them 
that  their  confinement  is  owing  to  the  bad  faith 
of  their  own  Government,  ^c. 

I  would  have  stated  to  your  Excellency  the 
knowledge  I  had,  through  a  report  of  others,  of 
the  outrages  and  cruelties  exercised  on  the  Amer- 
ican prisoners  taken  at  General  Winchester's  de- 
feat, but  must  refer  your  Excellency  to  Mr.  Ru- 
land,  who  had  a  command  in  the  Michigan  mili- 
tia last  Summer,  and  who  was.  after  having  been 
dispossessed  of  all  his  property,  sent  to  Fort 
George  with  me  ;  who.  no  doubt,  had  many  op- 
portunities of  hearing  such  things  triumphantly 
spoken  of  among  British  officers  and  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  McKEEHAN. 
Surgeon's  Mate  2d  reg't  Ohio  militia. 
Major  Gen.  Dearboh.n. 

List  of  persons  in  live  Montreal  jail. — George 
H.  Rodgers.  U.  S.  Army,  William  Hollenback, 
Seth  Barns,  Gains  Hooker,  Philaster  Jones.  Dan- 
ny Jones,  Jared  Witherall.  Major  Watson,  Alex- 
ander McGregor,  Lewis  Minor,  John  Campbell, 
Zebina  Konkey,  Pliny  Konkey.  and  David 
Johnson. 


General  Mason  to  Colonel  TbomaB  Darclaj. 
Harlem.  August  17,  1813. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Moore,  sub-agent  for  British  prisoners  at  Sche- 
nectady, from  Joseph  Edwards  and  Doctor  L 
Muirhead,  two  of  His  Majesty's  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  district  of  Niagara,  who,  it  appears, 
were  paroled  on  or  before  the  14ih  of  June  last, 
by  the  American  General  commanding  at  Fort 
George,  but  have  since  been  made  prisoners,  and 
marched  to  Albany,  without  having  (as  they 
state)  committed  any  offence,  and  no  cause  as- 
signed for  this  treatment. 

If  their  statement  is  correct,  which,  from  the 
respectability  of  their  characters,  is  most  proba- 
ble, the  treatment  they  have  received  is  a  gross 
violation  of  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  May. 

I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  immedi- 
ate measures  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  if  the 
merits  turn  out,  as  I  hope  they  will,  in  favor  of 
these  gentlemen,  that  you  will  order  them  to  be 
released,  reimburse  their  expenses  from  Niagara 
to  Albany,  pay  three  shillings  sterling  per  day  for 
subsistence  while  in  Albany,  (to  which  their  rank 
entitles  them,)  the  necessary  allowance  for  their 
expenses  back  to  Niagara,  and  furnish  them  with 
passports  to  return  thither. 

But  should  the  result  of  your  inquiries  prove 
that  these  gentlemen  have  acted  improperly  or 
imprudently,  I  request  you  will  possess  me  with 
the  particulars.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

THO.MAS  BARCLAY. 

General  John  Mason,  dec. 


Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  General  Mason. 

Harlem.  August  30,  1813. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  current, 
respecting  Mr.  Samuel  McKeehan,  Surgeon's 
Mate  in  the  Ohio  militia,  and  fourteen  American 

firisoners  at  Montreal,  mentioned  by  him,  I  beg 
eave  to  assure  you  that  no  exertions  on  my  part 
shall  be  omitted  to  obtain  an  early  and  satisfac- 
tory elucidation  of  the  treatment  stated  to  have 
been  received  by  Mr.  McKeehan,  and  which  he 
represents  the  fourteen  otiier  prisoners  at  Montreal 
experienced.  By  the  next  post  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  to  transmit  to  you  a  despatch  lo  his  Ex- 
cellency Sir  George  Prevost  on  the  subject,  with 
copies  of  your  letter,  and  the  documents  enclosed 
therewith,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
have  forwarded  to  Canada  by  a  flag  of  truce. 

I  confidently  hope  a  satisfactory  explanation 
will  be  returned  :  whatever  else  may  be  consid- 
ered as  exceptionable  traits  in  the  characters  of 
the  individuals  composing  the  nation  to  which  I 
belong,  inhumanity  towards  prisoners  has,  I  sus- 
pect, never  before  been  attributed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
General  Mason. 


General  Mason  to  Colonel  Barclay. 

Office  Co.mm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  August  23, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  have  written  this  day  to  the  deputy 
marshal  at  Pittsfield,  to  make  the  necessary  in- 
quiries there,  and  at  Albany,  as  to  the  case  of 
Joseph  Edwards  and  I.  Muirhead,  whose  own 
account  of  their  treatment  you  have  transmitted. 
I  can  only  assure  you,  sir,  that  if  anything  incor- 
rect has  been  done  towards  these  persons,  nn  im- 
mediate and  proper  course  shall  be  taken  ;  at  any 
rate,  you  shall  be  informed  of  the  result  of  my 
inquiries. 

In  the  meantime  I  shall  refrain  from  entering 
into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  case  as  sup- 
posed by  you.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  dec. 


i  E.Ttract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
I  Prisoners  to  Colonel  Robert  Gardner,  United  States' 
j      agent  for  prisoners  near  (Quebec. 

October  23,  1813. 
Information  has  been  received  at  this  office, 
that  Doctor  William  McDowell  Scott,  late  Mar- 
shal of  the  United  States  at  Detroit,  seized  by 
the  British  officer  commanding  at  that  place,  du- 
ring last  Summer,  and  sent  to  tluebec,  was,  and 
is  still,  closely  confined  there  ;  and  that  Doctor 
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James  W.  Wood,  o(  Plattsburg.  Charaplaio,  and 
Innis  B.  Palmer,  of  Schlosser,  respectable  private 
citizens,  nave  been  seized  by  the  sanoe  authority, 
and  coaffoed  at  the  same  place. 

You 'are  requested  to  inquire  of  the  proper  au- 
thority into  the  circumstances  of  these  cases,  aod 
if  you  lind  theai  to  exist  in  the  manner  I  suppose 
them  to  be.  to  remonstrate,  respectfully,  but 
stroDglj.  against  the  confinement  and  detention 
of  thesf  gentlemen,  and  that  you  will  use  your 
efforts  to  liave  thetn  liberated  and  sent  back  to 
their  country,  with  the  prisoners  about  to  be  re- 
leased. •  You  will  be  pleased  to  report,  in  any 
event,  jiarticularly  to  me,  the  circumstances  of 
each  ct^ii-,  the  manner  of  confinement  and  treat- 
ment, and  the  alleged  cause. 


General  Mason  to  Thomas  Barclay. 
Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoner8, 
Washington,  December  21  ^  1813. 

Sir:  Under  cover  with  this,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transriiit  you  copies  of  letters  and  enclosures 
received  from  Colonel  Gardner,  American  agent 
for  prisoners  of  war  in  Canada,  received  a  few 
days  ago  h^  Colonel  Boerstler,  a  list  of  which  is 
annexed.] 

By  theie  you  will  perceive  the  manner  in  which 
that  gekitlemart  is  restricted  ;  how  different  the 
treatraen|  towards  him  from  that  observed  to- 
wards thf  British  agents  similarly  situated  in  this 
country.  !  In  short,  that  he  is  so  tied  up,  that  it  is 
impossiblt;  that  his  functions  can  be  performed  in 
such  a  ivi|ty  as  to  be  of  the  utility  intended  toward 
our  prij.oflers.  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
arrangenj(ent  on  this  subject  between  the  two 
nations.;  ; 

1  beg  1^  call  your  particular  attention  to  the 
letters  w^iich  j)assed  between  Colonel  Gardner 
and  Cajti|iin  Kemp,  your  agent  for  prisoners  rel- 
ative to  (Rations.  You  will  observe,  sir,  that  as 
late  as  ihc  31st  of  October,  ray  last  communica- 
tion, tht:  Allowance  stipulated  by  the  cartel  had 
not  been.furni:jhed  our  prisoners.  I  have  to  re- 
quest, sir';  that' you  will  make  immediate  inter- 
lerence  09  this  occasion,  and  cause  a  full  allow- 
ance to  1^  mafde  them.  Our  soldiers  will  feel 
keenly  t!Se  difference  between  half  a  pound  of 
bread  anfl  half  a  pound  of  meat.  Yours  have 
constantly  had  it  since  the  establishment  of  the 
cartel,  and,  before  that,  even  more  ;  an  early  in- 
quiry on  ihissubject  is  the  more  necessary  on  your 
part,  because,  ffom  the  hesitation  of  your  officers, 
It  does  not  app«'ar  that  they  mean  to  alter  the  sys- 
tem on  the  remonstrance  of  Colonel  Gardner  ; 
and  because,  av  your  commanders  had  refused  to 
receive  aa  agept  in  Canada,  until  the  latter  part 
of  last  Summef,  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
what  was  the  subsiitence  allowed  by  your  officers 
in  that  quarten'  to  our  prisoners,  until  the  arrival 
of  Colonel  Gardner;  remonstrance  from  this 
office  has  been  |nuch  later  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been. 

You  will  remark,  sir,  by  the  communication  of 
General  Glasgow,  of  the  15th  of  October,  to  Col- 
onel Gardner,  that  his  letters  are  all  inspected  be- 


fore they  are  permitted  to  come  away,  and  by 
Colonel  Gardner's  letter  to  me  of  the  19lh  of  Oc- 
tober, that  all  letters,  even  from  this  office  to  him, 
will  be  opened. 

I  am  instructed,  sir,  to  request  you,  in  future,  to 
send  all  your  letters  for  Canada  unsealed  through 
this  office,  and  to  inform  you  that  all  letters  from 
that  quarter  to  you  must  be  inspected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  «&,€. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Gardner, 
United  States'  agent  for  prisoners  in  Canada,  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

Beaufort,  October  15,  1813. 
I  have  this  day  visited  the  prison  at  Q,uebec, 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Perry,  who  has  a  par- 
ticular cammand  in  the  city,  which  includes  the 
prison.  Thirteen  persons  were  shown  me  who 
were  said  to  be  Americans;  on  inquiry  I  find, 
that  Doctor  Scott  and  a  Mr.  Knaggs  are  Amer- 
ican citizens;  copies  of  the  statements  of  their 
several  cases  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  having 
also  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  Sir  George  Prevost 
(copy  of  which  is  herewith)  duplicates  of  the 
above  statements.  A  Mr.  John  Gilbert  and  a  black 
man  of  the  name  of  Jones  are  also  American  cit- 
izen5;lliey  had  previously  given  to  Colonel  Perry 
a  statement  of  their  cases,  and  he  forwarded  them 
to  Sir  George  Prevost ;  they  promise  to  give  me 
copies,  and,  when  I  have  them,  I  shall  do  what  I 
can  in  their  behalf;  they  were  residents  in  Canada 
before  the  war,  the  others  have  been  long  resi- 
dents in  Canada,  and  most  of  them  under  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  British  Government;  one  of 
them  (a  Roswell  Johnson)  went  from  Charry, 
within  the  British  lines,  to  shun  a  militia  draught. 
The  situation  of  these  men  are  as  comfortable  as 
prisoners  in  jail  can  expect  to  be;  and  thty  say 
that  since  Colonel  Perry  has  had  the  command 
of  the  place  it  is  much  bettered.  There  is  also 
ou  board  one  of  the  prison-ships  an  American 
citizen  of  the  name  of  Stephen  Richards,  whom 
I  think  detained  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  car- 
tel. I  have  sent  a  copy  of  his  statement  to  Sir 
George  Prevost;  I  enclose  you  another. 

[Enclosed  in  the  preceding  letter.] 
Mr.  William  H.  Scott  to  Colontl  Gardner. 

Q,ucBEC  Prison,  October  8,  1813. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  candid  statement 
of  my  situation.  I  came  into  the  United  States 
early  in  1796,  a  young  man.  I  resided  several 
years  there,  and  at  length  regularly  became  a 
citizen,  and  held  some  respectable  appointments. 
In  this  situation  I  was  surrendered  by  General 
Hull  to  General  Brock,  in  August.  1812,  when 
we  were  to  be  protected  in  persons  and  property, 
and  the  militia  of  the  country  to  remain  peace- 
ably at  home  as  if  nothing  had  occurred.  Shortly 
after  this,  I  was  stripped  of  all  my  personal  pro- 
perty to  upwards  of  five  hundred  dollars.  1  re- 
mained quietly  at  home,  and  in  the  Fall  had  per- 
mission from  General  Proctor  to  depart  in  a  ves- 
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sel.  but  the  season  was  late  and  the  vessel  leaky, 
so  that  we  had  to  return.  In  this  manner  I  re- 
mained until  the  month  of  February  last,  when, 
with  a  number  of  Americans,  I  was  ordered  to 
quit  the  territory  for  the  State  of  New  York,  by 
the  way  of  Fort  George,  and  furnished  with  a 
regular  passport  as  a  citizen  to  behave  as  be- 
coraeth.  We  travelled  this  distance  at  our  own 
expense,  and  without  any  guard.  While  remain- 
ing at  Fort  George  I  was  examined  before  his 
Excellency  Sir  George  Prevost,  who  declared 
that  I  was  to  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
the  others  of  Brush's  militia  who  were  all  crossed 
over  there.  It  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  cross 
over  any  more  at  that  place.  Colonel  Brush  had 
permission  to  return  to  his  family,  or  to  go  to 
Kingston,  and  he  crossed  over  there,  which  he 
did  two  or  three  days  afterwards.  While  wait- 
ing for  liberty  to  cross  over  I  was  warned  to  hold 
myself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Kingston  ;  I  was 
taken  charge  of  as  a  prisoner  by  the  sergeants 
and  conducted  to  Kingston  from  one  jail,  guard- 
house, or  cell,  to  another,  and  from  thence  to 
Montreal,  where  I  was  examined  by  the  police 
and  committed  as  a  prisoner  of  war;  received  in- 
tormation  I  should  be  crossed  over  the  line  from 
the  police  office  in  the  course  o(  a  week,  and  just 
at  that  time  I  was  forwarded  to  this  city,  and  I 
am  now  confined  as  a  British  subject  having  an 
intention  of  joining  Harrison's  army,  although  I 
had  never  been  examined.  Since,  and  all  Winter, 
if  I  had  been  so  disposed,  could  have  rode  to  the 
army  m  three  hours'  time,  as  it  was  not  thirty 
miles  distant  from  my  farm.  1  have  applied  to 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  inves- 
tigate the  case,  but  without  success  as  yet.  If  I  am 
a  British  subject,  I  have  done  nothing  to  merit  im- 
prisonment ;  if  an  American  citizen.  I  am  illegally 
confined  and  detained  in  prison  in  this  man- 
ner. The  contractor's  agent  at  Maiden  purchased 
cattle  of  mine  for  which  I  have  not  been  paid, 
exclusive  of  others  taken  for  immediate  consump- 
tion, and  to  be  paid  for.  Also,  for  the  use  of  my 
horses  for  expresses  and  fatigue;  and  in  addi- 
tion my  horses  and  sleigh,  which  I  had  to  leave 
about  twenty  miles  back  of  Fort  George,  when  I 
was  made  a  prisoner.  All  these  things  I  have 
suffered  without  any  actor  deed, on  my  pan,  that 
I  know  of.  to  merit  this  punishment;  and,  to 
crown  all.  thrown  into  the  common  prison,  among 
felons,  convicts,  and  negroes,  and  sometimes  de- 
prived of  the  common  field  rations,  far  from  my 
family  and  friends,  or  the  means  of  assistance  and 
relief. 

I  hope  ray  case,  sir.  being  taken  into  consider- 
ation, I  may  be   honorably  released,  and  suffered 
to  depart  in  search  of  my  afflicted  wife  and   dis- 
tressed family.     I  have  the  honor  to  remain.  «St,c. 
WILLIAM  H.  SCOTT. 

To  Colonel  Gardner. 

Mr.  Stephen  Richards  to  Colonel  Gardner. 

On  board  H.  M.  ship  Lord  Cathcart, 
tluEBEc,  October  14,  1813. 
Honored  Sir:  I  resided  in  Upper  Canada  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war.  and,  re- 
13lU  Co.N.   2d  Sess. — 70 


fusing  to  take  op  arnas  against  my  country,  I  left 

this  country  under  the  proclamation  of  General 
Sheaf,  in  Upper  Canada,  turning  myself  and 
family  out  of  doors  and  home  to  seek  another  in 
the  United  States. 

I  need  not  inform  you  of  my  feelings  on  this 
turn  of  fortune,  which  always  attend  the  ravages 
of  war.  But  my  greatest  care  was  for  my  family, 
which  I  considered  myself  the  author  of  tearing 
them  from  their  relatives  and  friends,  in  remov- 
ing them  to  a  place  they  were  strangers  to.  We 
had  lived  about  six  months  in  this  situation,  when 
luy  wife  grew  very  uneasy  to  go  back  to  Canada 
to  pay  her  father's  family  a  visit,  iijhich  brought 
an  illness  on  her  on  this  account.  I  thought  it' 
ray  duty  to  do  what  I  could  for  her,  and  11  termi- 
nated in  makiow  myself  a  prisoner  for  six  weeks 
to  this  day.  The  way  it  look  place  was,  that  I 
came  to  Morristown,  opposite  to  BrockviUe.  where 
I  was  taken,  and  inquired  if  there  was  an  officer 
of  the  array  whereby  I  might  procure  a  flag  ;  but 
was  informel  there  was  none.  They  inlormed 
me  that  they  bad  crossed  with  a  flag,  although 
not  regular,  and  had  always  permission  to  return  ; 
and,  under  this  impression,  I  crossed  with  my 
wife  ;  there  was  a  major  of  the  miiitia  who  came 
down  to  receive  me,  and  told  rae  he  had  no  orders 
to  let  me  land  ;  1  told  him  I  would  return  ;  but 
some  of  my  wife's  friends  desired  the  major  to 
let  her  stay  until  her  brother  (who  lived  near  by) 
could  come  down  and  see  her  j  he  then  told  me 
that  I  might  come  alongside  the  wharf;  from 
thence  he  ini'ormed  me  that  I  could  go  up  as  far 
as  a  tavern,  where  I  was  immediately  put  under 
guard  as  a  prisoner,  and  have  been  sent  on  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  as  far  as  this  place.  Thus,  hon- 
ored sir.  jf  you  think  ray  situation  is  worthy  of 
your  notice  to  procure  rae  a  discharge,  your  good- 
ness shall  never  be  eradicated  from  my  memory. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  RICHARDS, 
Citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Colonel  Gardner.  Agent. 

Doctor  Wood  to  Colonel  Gardner. 

Beaufort,  Oct.  18,  1813. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  for  a 
moment,  and  have  only  to  state  that  1  am  detained 
a  prisoner  in  Beaufort  by  the  Briiisli  Govern- 
ment, and  solicit  your  assistance  in  procuring  my 
release. 

I  am  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Champlain.  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  have  resided  within  one 
and  a  half  miles  of  the  line  of  separation  between 
the  two  Governments  for  a  number  of  years.  I 
was  taken  a  prisoner  by  the  Britisli  troops  00 
their  expedition  to  Plattsburg,  on  the  30lh  July 
last,  and  have  been  detained  ever  since  ;  of  which, 
sir,  I  think  1  have  just  cause  to  complain,  as  I  was 
promised  by  Colonel  Murray,  who  comraanded 
the  troops,  and  Captain  Everard,  whocommanded 
the  navy,  that  I  should  not  be  detained  any  longer 
than  until  their  reiurn  from  Plattsburg,  of  which 
I  can  produce  satisfactory  testimony  ;  and  further, 
ihat  those  officers  pledged  themselves  and  their 
Crovernment  by  their  proclamation,  the  purport 
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'[lof  which  was,  tljat  if  the  American  citizens  woald 

Snol  oppose  thev"  with  force  and  arms  on  their 
'"Plattsbura  exp^ditioo,  they,  nor  their  property, 
..  should  noi  be  molested  ;  which  condition  was 
V  strictly  adjieredao  by  the  American  people. 
\-  HisExuellenoy.  the  Governor  of  the  Provinces. 
,  •.  Sir  GeoTgi'  Prerost,  issued  a  proclamation  the  4th 
■Jof  Septenjber  last,  disavowing  the  principle  and 
!act  of  imprisoninsr  civilians,  and  he  cannot  pre- 
tend ihat  1  was  taken  in  retaliation  for  civilians 
taken  in  (panadn ;  for  in  his  proclamation,  dated 
more  than^one  month  after  I  was  taken,  he  disa- 
vows of  ever  having  retaliated,  but  speaks  in  the 
future  teus^,  iJiai  he  will  retaliate  hereafter  in  case 
;the  Americans  j^ersist  in  the  same  unlawful  prac- 
■Jtice  of  seijiing  find  detaining  civilians  belonging 
^;to  the  British  Government. 

lam  tht  only  prisoner,  taken  on  or  near  our  fron- 
'^tier.  who  was  not  doing  military  duty,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  if  Sir  George  Prevost  is  possessed  of  hu- 
jmanity,  I  am  sure  he  cannot  help  sympathizing 
:^with  the  unfortunate;  and  he  must  be  aware  of 


cording  to  the  cartel,  a  noo-combatant.  a  prirate 
citizen,  not  liable  to  be  held  a  prisoner  of  war. 

With  respect  to  Dr.  Wood,  his  case  is  fully 
stated  by  himself.  It  seems  he  is  not  exactly  a. 
prisoner  of  war.  but  held  as  a  hostage.  If,  as  he 
Slates,  he  was  improperly  seized  in  the  first  in- 
stance, I  beg  leave  to  ask  of  your  Excellency 
whether  his  subsequent  detention  as  a  hostage  is 
not  also  improper?  He  had  no  agency  in  the 
seizure  of  Mr.  Dixon,  whether  such  seizure  was 
correct  or  not,  but  relying,  as  he  says,  upon  the 
assurances  given  him  by  the  commanders  of  the 
British  land  and  naval  forces  on  the  expedition 
to  Plattsburg,  looked  upon  the  return  of  that  ex- 
f»edition  to  the  coast  of  Champlain  as  the  period 
of  his  enlargement  and  restoration  to  his  family. 
I  forbear  to  make  any  further  remarks  on  the 
statements  of  the  above  persons,  or  on  their  par- 
ticular cases,  in  the  full  confidence  that  they  will 
receive  your  Excellency's  consideration,  and  that 
it  will  be  your  pleasure  to  restore  them  to  their 
families,  if  consistent  with  the  discharge  of  your 


ithe  immense  sarrifices  of  being  separated  from  a  j  duly,  or  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  give 


*■  family  in   the  way  I    have   been;  and,  sir,  if  you 
Ijwill  procure  my  discharge  you  will  lay  me  under 
J^the  greate'^t  obligations. 
,:'         I  have  the  uonor  to  be.  &c. 
jf;  ,  JAMES  WOOD. 

Colonel  Garojier.  &C. 


>J 


Robert  Gardner,  K»q.,  Agent  for  Prisoners,  to  His  Ex- 
i  ■    celieiicy  Sir  George  Prevost. 

I  Beaufort,  October,  1813. 

Sir:  There  are  detained  in  Quebec  jail  two 
persons  by  the  names  of  William  H.  Scott  and 
Whitmort  Knaggs;  one  in  board  the  transport 
Lord  Catlicart.  by  the  name  of  Stephen  Richards, 
and  one  other  at  Beaufort  by  the  name  of  James 
Wood,  who  complain  that  they  are  improperly  held 
and  detained,  the  three  former  as  prisoners  of  war, 
the  latter  as  a  hostage  for  a  Mr.  Dixon,  taken  at 
Fort  George.  Copies  of  the  statements  of  their 
several  cases.  »nade  by  themselves.  I  have  the 
honor  to  forwatd  to  your  Excellency. 

Mr.  Scott  appears,  by  his  statement,  to  have 
been  ouce  examined  by  you,  and   that  according 


me  information,  for  the  satisfaction  of  my  Gov- 
ernment, wherein  their  statements  are  incorrect. 
I  have  the  honor.  &c. 

ROBERT  GARDNER, 
American  Agent  for  Prisoners  of  IVar. 

His  Exc'y  Sir  George  Prevost,  &c. 


The  brothers  of  Doctor  Wood  to  General  .Maaon. 
Plattsburg,  Dec.  6,  ISl.*?. 

Sir:  Being  brothers  of  Doctor  James  W.Wood, 
the  undersigners,  with  Major  E.  D.  Wood,  of  the 
Engineers,  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  attention  to  a 
subject  very  interesting  to  us,  and  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  unfortunate  sufferer ;  more  pe- 
culiarly so,  as  he  is  a  private  citizen,  in  no  man- 
ner connected  with  the  army  or  navy,  without 
public  support,  and  unexpectedly  hurried,  by  a 
relentless  enemy,  from  his  country  and  numerous 
family,  daily  expose.),  from  their  proximity  to 
the  frontiers  of  the  country,  to  the  cruelty  and 
depredations  of  the  foe. 

The  characteristic  humanity,  and  the  watch- 
fulness of  the  national  authorities  for  the  safety 
and  protection  of  American  citizens,  have  inspired 


^  Mo  what  he  conceived  to  be  your  opinion  then  con- {  us  with  a  (well  founded,  we   trust.)  confidence 
ticernine   him.  he  was  not  a   prisoner  of  war.  and  !  that  the  proper  official  means  will  be  taken  to 


ought  to  Jiave  been  returned.  What  new  matter 
has  been  brought  to  light  against  him,  and  which 
is  legal  gjroundii  for  confining  him  now  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  I  qannot  tell. 

Mr.  Knaggs,, if  his  statements  are  correct,  is,  as 
I  conceivie,   improperly  detained    upon   a  slight  j 
suspicion  exciteil  against  him  without  much  cause, 
ind  which,  he  says,  he  can  prove  to  be  ground- 
less. 


answer  our  humble  request  in  restoring  to  his 
country  one  who  was  rendered  obnoxious  to  the 
invading  foe  by  his  zeal  and  activity  alone  ia 
his  country's  cause. 

Doctor  James  W.  Wood  was  taken  by  a  Brit- 
ish invadins  force,  near  the  northern  limits  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  on  Lake  Champlain,  the 
30th  of  July  last,  soon  after  conducted  to  Beaufort, 
near  Quebec,  and  is  now  confined  there  as  a  hosl- 


RicharJsisa  simple  man,  and  has  been  brought  [age  for  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Dixon,  a  lawyer, 

taken  some  time  since  by  the  United  States' troops 
under  General  Dearborn,  at  or  near  Fort  George, 
and  is  now  confintd  a  prisoner  at  Pittsfield. 
The  public  interest  permitting,  we  earnestly 


i'  into  difficulty  by  following  the  advice  of  men  who 
^  knew  as  jlittle  as  himself.  He,  no  doubt,  came 
*  improperly  within  the  lines,  but  merely  acciden- 
4  ,  tally  did«o.  with  his  wife  in  company,  and  there 
aJ  is  no  presence  that  he  was  a  soldier,  or  in  arms. 
••   as  he  inlbrras  me.  and  if  so,  he  is  certainly,  ac- 


eiitreat  that  a  speedy  exchange  may  take  place 
between  them,  or  some  other  method,  in   yoar 
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wisdom,  be  resorted  to,  by  which  our  unfortunate 

brother  may  be  released  from  the  pain  and  horror 
of  British  imprisonment,  and  shall  continue  to 
solicit. 

We  are,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servants. 

BENJAMIN  G.   WOOD, 
JONATHAN  K.  WOOD, 
IRA  A.  WOOD, 
BEZABEL  WOOD.  Jun. 


Office  Co-mm'ry  Gen'l  op  Priso.ners. 

Washington.  Nov.  30,  1813. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  to  direct  you  to  release 
all  the  i>ersons,  in  civil  capacity,  now  in  your 
charge  and  on  parole,  who  had  been  arrested  in 
Canada,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  George,  last 
Summer,  of  whom  you  may  have  no  information 
of  misconduct,  to  return  to  their  homes  in  Can- 
ada, by  the  most  direct  route,  avoiding  all  mili- 
tary works  and  posts.  You  will  give  to  each  a 
special  passport,  descriptive  of  his  name  and  per- 
son, and  directing  him  to  present  himself  imme- 
diately on  his  arrival  in  Canada  to  the  American 
commander  at  Fort  George,  who  will  be  requested 
to  permit  them  to  pursue  their  usual  avocations, 
and  remain  at  their  respective  places  of  residence, 
during  their  correct  and  peaceable  demeanor. 

They  are,  I  understand,  to  be  William  Dickson, 
barrister  at  law;  Joseph  Edwards,  merchant  and 
justice  of  peace  ;  James  Muirhead.  surgeon  ;  An- 
drew Heron,  merchant.  Niagara;  John  Greer, 
ditto;  John  Baldwin,  ditto ;  John  Crooks,  clerk 
to   James  Crooks,   merchant;    Haggai    Skinner, 

farmer,  full   sixty-four  years  of  age  ; Doan. 

farmer; Ramsay,  a  boy  of  Stamford;  John 

McFarlance.  boat  builder. 

William  Ross,  of  the  commissariat ;  Alexander 
Donald,  deputy  paymaster  of  militia;  and  John 
Syminton,  deputy  paymaster  of  militia,  if  they 
do  not  hold  militia  commissions  in  the  line. 

You  will  state  to  these  gentlemen,  some  of 
whom  are  known  to  be  very  respectable,  that  the 
Government  has  granted  this  indulgence  from  a 
desire  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  individuals  as 
much  as  the  present  posture  of  things  will  per- 
mit, and  that  it  is  expected  of  them  that  they 
will,  on  their  return,  so  demean  themselves  as  to 
give  no  future  cause  of  complaint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  MASON. 

Thomas  Melville,  Esq. 

Deputy  Marshal  of  Masaachusetta. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Baines,  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  forces  in  Canada,  to  Thomas  Melville, 
Esq.,  Deputy  Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  dated  at 

Montreal,  ^aniuzrj/  31,  1814. 
By  this  opportunity.  Doctors  Campbell  and 
Easterman  are  sent  back,  in  conformity  to  the 
terms  of  the  cartel,  as  being  non-combatants,  and 
in  consequence  of  your  assurance  of  the  release 
of  William  Dickson,  and  the  other  civilians  of 
Niagara,  Messrs.  Wood,  Scott,  Deputy  Assistant 
Commissary  Heron,  and  all  other  non-combatants, 
under  similar  circumstances,  have  been  released 
and  permitted  to  return  at  their  own  convenience, 
I  and  on  the  same  terms.  I  have  to  solicit  the  re- 
lease of  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary  Green. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

DECE.MBER  22,  1813. 

On  the  30th  ultimo,  orders  were  given  to  re- 
lease, to  return  to  their  homes,  the  British  sub- 
jects, Messrs.  Dickson,  Muirhead.  and  others,  sent 
in  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  George  in  civil  ca- 
pacity, relative  to  whom  you  inquired  in  the 
month  of  August,  and  I  learn  from  Major  Mel- 
ville that  they  have  set  out  on  their  return. 

JOHN  MASON. 

Col.  Barclay. 


I  Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  or  Prisoners, 

Washington,  January  19,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  facts  alleged, 
and  the  inferences  drawn,  in  the  publication  made 
by  you  on  the  13th  of  last  month,  respecting 
I  which  act  I  had  occasion,  in  a  despatch  of  this 
date,  to  convey  to  you  the  sentiments  of  this 
Government. 

The  effort  on  your  part  seems  to  have  been  to 
invalidate,  before  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
the  whole  of  the  statement  relative  to   the  treat- 
ment of  our  agent  and   prisoners,  made,  on  oath, 
by  Mr.  Abraham  Walter,  late  a  prisoner  at  Que- 
bec, by  disproving  what  he  had  deposed  respect- 
I  ing  the   provisions  served  out   to  our  prisoners. 
[  His  allegations,  however,  that  several  American 
1  prisoners,  taken  with  him  in  June  last,  were  im- 
mediately separated  from  their  comrades  and  con- 
fined, to  be  sent  to  England  to  be  tried  for  treason, 
on  the  mere  suspicion  of  the  examining  officer; 
that  others  were  forced  on   board  British    vessels, 
to  assist  in  working  them  to  Halifax  and  England; 
that  forty-six  American  officers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  were  imprisoned  under  a  procla- 
mation previously  made  ;  that  some  of  the  Amer- 
ican officers  had  been  rigorously  confined   on  the 
plea  of  breach  of  parole  ;  and  that  Colonel  Gard- 
ner, the  American  agent  at  Quebec,  was  restricted 
to  the  same  limits  prescribed  to  prisoners  of  war 
on  parole,  and  not  permitted  to  visit  prisoners  in 
the  prison-ships,  or  the  town,  to  negotiate  his  bills, 
are  most  of  them  unquestionably  true;  and  that 
others,  from  practices  known   on   different   occa- 
sions, are  by  no  means  improbable,  can  be  readily 
shown.    Of^  the  first  class  are  the  facts  of  the  con- 
finement of  the  forty-six  officers,  about  which  no 
evidence  is  now  necessary;  of  the  treatment  of 
Colonel  Gardner,  witness  the  letter  of  General 
Glasgow  to  him  of  the  19th  of  October,  a  copy 
of  which  has  been  hereio.''ore  furnished  you ;  of 
the  rigorous  confinement  of  some  of  the  Ameri- 
can omcers,  though  it  is  believed  not  in  irons,  for 
an  accidental  overstepping  of  the  parole  limits,  as 
I  am  assured    by  Colonel  Boersller,  lately  a   pris- 
oner at  and  returned  from  the  vicinity  of  Quebec,* 

•  It  has  been  found,  on  further  communication  with        '' 
Colonel  Boerstler,  that  he  was  in  part  misapprehended 
in  relation  to  the  American  officers  confined  at  Quebec 


!i 


n 


( 


I    f 

I 

* 
I 


:| 


4 


I 


i| 


:'^i5 


APPENDIX. 


2216 


Oreat  Britain — Naiwralizatum. 


•4  was  the  case;  and  of  the   forcing  our  seamen. 

*  prisoners  s|i  Q,ueb€c.  to  work  British  ships.  To 
-^  prove  this  fact.  I  vCnd  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
y/Mr.  MitchplJ,  oar  agent  at  Halifax,  dated  Novera- 
^•ber   11.  18113,  in  which   he  expressly  stales   that 

*  ■•  some  of  t|ur  people  have  been  employed  to  navi- 
jigate  their  jransports  from  Q,uebec  here,  and  on 
5;from  this  ^r  Beimuda,  the  transport  seamen  hav- 
ising  been  stjnl  on  the  Lakes."  and  that  he  had  re- 
J'-'fnonstratecj  agaio-st  it  J  and  that   this  practice  is 

DOt  new,  I  beg  Inave  to  recall  to  your  recollection 
an  advertisement  by  Mr.  Maude,  in  the  Jamaica 
newspaper,  (exhibited  to  you  in  my  last,)  in  which 
he.  the  British  agent  for  prisoners  in  that  island, 
offers  to  h/re  Aroerican  prisoners  to  work  British 
ships  on  th*eir  voyages,  &.c. ;  this  fact  has  since 
been  inquired  into  and   established.     I   have  in 

*  my  possesMOQ  a  Jamaica  newspaper  containing 
».  the  advertisement. 

*  Of  the  spcond  class,  is  the  circumstance  of  con- 
!£  fining  American  prisoners,  on  the  charge  of  trea- 
^son,  on  mere  suspicion.  For  a  similar  procedure. 
^^1  refer  to  tjie  instances  quoted  in  my  letter  to  you 

*  .•.of  23d  of  November,  and  an  extract  of  a  letter 

from  Mr.  Mitch.;ll,  of  the  llih  November  last, 
stating  ibaft  twelve  or  fourteen   persons,  so  sent, 

'^  had  passecj  Halifax,  from  Quebec,  for   England. 

tg  With  regaS*d  to  the  other  points,  previous  to  the 

*  establishment  of  the  cartel  entered  into  between 
^  you  and  myself  in  May  last,  and  immediately 
•^  after  your  arrival  in  this  country,  complaints  had 
'•J  been  made  from  many  quarters,  from  all  as  to  the 
^quantity,  and  from  several  as  to  the  quality  of 
J'lhe  provisions  furnished  our  prisoners.  I  will  in- 
2.  stance  a  few  of  them.     Mr.  Beasley.  our  agent  in 

England,  .stated,  in  a  letter  dated  November  5, 
1812,  that -the  allowance  per  man,  other  than  of 
bread  andi  vegetables,  was.  for  five  days  of  the 
week,  o  1I5I  half  a  pound  of  beef  a  day,  and,  for  the 
other  two. days,  one  pound  a  day  uf  herrings  or 
'  codfish.  Mr.  Mitchell,  American  agent  at  Hali- 
•5;  fax,  wrote,  on  the  17th  of  October  of  the  same 
.*,  year,  that  the  prisoner  ration  there,  besides  bread 
^  and  vegetables,  consisted  of  no  more  than  half  a 
i|  pound  of  meat  per  day.  Colonel  Lear,  our  late 
y^  Consul  General  to  the  Barbary  States,  having 
been,  on  jhis  way  from  Algiers  to  the  United 
States,  dejiained  at  Gibraltar,  from  early  in  Au- 
gust to  th^  latter  part  of  November,  by  the  seizure 
of  the  ship  in  which  he  was  a  passenger,  and  all 
other  American  ships  in  port,  and  the  confine- 
ment of  ^heir  officers  and  crews  as  prisoners  of 
war,  acqi/ired  a  good  knowledge  of  their  treat- 
ment frorii  the  Interference  in  their  behalf  which 
his  public  character  authorized  him  to  make,  and 
informed  the  Government  that  ''the  allowance 
for  American  seamen,  prisoners  in  Gibraltar,  was, 
according  to  th;e  technical  expression  of  the  place, 
six  upon  four— ^that  is,  the  full  allowance  01  four 

for  breach  of  parole ;  that,  as  to  the  accidental  over- 
Ktf  ppmg  the  loc«i  limits,  he  alluded  to  another  case,  in 
which  cciiaiD  oflicers  were  threatened  with  confine- 
ment;  anj  that  the  officers  referred  to  by  Mr.  Walter 
had  actually  comxattted  a  reprehensible  breach  of  limits, 
were  clo«<)ly  conuned  for  that  offence,  and  so  remained 
at  the  time  of  th>;  last  accounts  from  Quebec. 

i        i 


men  to  be  divided  among  six  prisoners;  and  it 
was  universally  said,  the  part  of  the  allowance 
which  consisted  of  bread  and  peas  was  in  so  de- 
cayed a  state  as  not  to  be  fit  or  wholesome  to  be 
eaten,  and  that  the  whole  was  deficient  in  weight, 
according  to  the  proportion  before  slated.  But 
upon  this  subject,  as  well  as  upon  all  other  points 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  American  seamen, 
prisoners  in  Gibraltar,  while  I  was  there.  I  would 
refer  you  to  Captain  Eben.  Eveleth,  late  master 
of  the  Alleghany."'  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  Captain  Eveleth  to  me,  on  the 
same  subject : 

'*  With  respect  to  the  crew  of  the  Alleghany, 
they  were  sent  on  board  the  prison-ship  the  day 
after  she  was  detained,  and  there  closely  confined 
till  the  last  of  January,  when  they  were  sent  to 
England. 

"  During  their  confinement  on  board  the  prison- 
ship,  their  allowance  was  as  follows,  viz..  for  six 
men : 
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No  fresh  provisions  or  vegetables  are  allowed 
on  board  the  prison-ship.  The  bread,  flour,  and 
rice,  was  generally  very  bad,  being  half  devoured, 
and  full  of  insects. 

''I  myself  was  permitted  to  remain  on  board 
the  Alleghany,  with  my  son.  the  second  mate, 
and  steward,  until  the  18th  of  November,  when, 
without  the  ship  being  libeled,  we  were  sent  on 
board  the  prison-ship,  and  fared  in  the  same 
manner  with  the  rest  of  the  crew  until  the  21st 
of  January." 

You  will  no  doubt  recollect  that,  when  the  ar- 
ticle of  the  cartel  in  relation  to  rations  was  under 
discu.ssion.  I  more  than  once  took  occasion  to 
mention  10  you  tiiat  the  quantum  of  the  ration, 
as  limited  everywhere  by  your  Government,  was 
unsatisfactory  ;  and  that  we  had  repealed  infor- 
mation of  abuses  .as  to  the  quality  of  the  provis- 
ions given  out  hy  your  officers  to  our  prisoners 
while  your  prisoners  had  conslanlly  received  in 
the  United  States  the  most  ample  and  wholesome 
allowances.  It  is  true,  remonstrances  were  not 
then  more  formally  made  for  what  was  past,  be- 
cause It  was  considered  a  greater  object  to   pro- 


•  Or  four  pounds  beef  and  three  pounds  flour. 
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vide  by  express  agreement  against  future  defi- 
ciencies of  this  nature. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  cartel,  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  acknowledge  that  complaints  as  to 
the  prisoners'  rations  have  been  received  but  from 
one  of  the  stations  at  which  we  have  agents,  al- 
though many  have  been  urged  as  to  other  treat- 
ment of  our  prisoners  from  several.  Your  Gov- 
ernment is  in  the  habit  of  holding  prisoners  at 
many  and  at  distant  places,  in  which,  having  no 
agents,  we  have  no  certain  information  of  their 
treatment;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  that  in- 
stance the  complaint  was  made  as  soon  as  it  was 
well  possible  it  could  have  been  done,  (in  four 
days  after  the  arrival  of  the  agent,)  direct  to  the 
proper  British  officer,  and  remained,  as  far  as  we 
know,  as  yet  unredressed  ;  and  that  it  comes  from 
the  very  station  (Quebec)  in  relation  to  which 
you  have  thought  proper,  in  your  publication,  to 
advance  the  position,  that,  if  injustice  was  done, 
"blame  in  some  degree  attaches  to  the  British 
officer  who  has  care  of  the  prisoners,  but  the 
greater  proportion  of  it  must  rest  on  Colonel 
Gardner,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  justice  is 
done  the  prisoners,"  It  is  to  be  remarked,  too, 
that  you  were  in  possession  of  the  correspondence 
of  Colonel  Gardner,  on  this  subject,  with  your 
officers,  on  the  2d  of  January,  when  you  express 
yourself  as  gratified  that  Colonel  Gardner,  with 
two  exceptions,  confirms  the  truth  of  your  asser- 
tions; now,  certainly  he  speaks  of  the  treatment 
of  prisoners  (in  the  letter  complaining  of  their 
subsistence)  only  in  regard  to  provisions;  and  in 
others  he  complains  of  the  imprisonment  of  the 
officers,  and  his  being  barred  all  access  to  them; 
of  the  severe  privations  intlicied  on  our  prisoner 
soldiers  shipped  off  to  England  ;  because  of  the 
refusal  to  permit  him  to  distribute  clothing,  and 
a  small  advance  of  pay  to  them  ;  and  against  your 
assertion,  that  he  had  the  best  opportunity  of 
knowing  in  what  manner  the  prisoners  under  his 
care  have  been  treated,  he  expressly  states,  that 
he  is  so  restricted  that  his  presence  there  can  be 
longer  of  very  little  use.  I  need  not  remind  you 
that,  until  the  latter  part  of  last  Summer,  your 
officers  in  Canada  had  constantly  refu.«ed  to  re- 
ceive an  agent  for  prisoners  from  us  in  that  coun- 
try ;  that,  very  soon  after  their  assent  to  this 
measure  was  signified,  Colonel  Gardner  was  ap- 
pointed and  despatched  ;  that  he  left  Boston,  the 
place  of  his  residence,  on  the  1st  of  September, 
and,  owing  to  a  detention  after  he  entered  your 
lines,  did  not  reach  Quebec  until  the  8th  of  Octo- 
bt-r ;  hence  the  lateness  of  his  complaint,  and  of 
my  remonstrance  to  you  of  the  27ih  of  last  month, 
made  very  soon  after  the  reception  of  his  letter. 
Nor  IS  it  less  singular  that  the  two  exceptions,  of 
which  you  speak  so  lightly,  happen  to  be  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  principal  points  on  which  you 
have  put  yourself  at  issue  with  Mr.  Waller — the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  bread  and  meal  part 
of  the  ration  served  to  the  prisoners.  Colonel 
Gardner  unquestionably,  as  to  both,  expre.sses 
himself  as  dissatisfied,  and  demands  redress — as 
to  the  meat,  in  so  great  a  proportion  as  one-half 
of  the  quantity;  and  as  to  the  quality  of  the 


bread,  it  not  being  made  of  wheaten  flour.  It 
will  be  readily  granted  that  he  does  not  represent 
the  quality  01  either  bread  or  meat  to  have  been, 
at  the  time  he  inspected  them,  (for  we  have  no 
accounts,  as  yet,  of  but  one  inspection  by  him,) 
such  as  it  IS  stated  to  have  been  by  Mr.  Walter; 
but,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Walter,  it  must  be  recol- 
lected that  he  was  confined  in  Quebec,  and  fed  oq 
prisoner's  allowance  for  several  months  before  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Gardner;  and  it  is  not  improb- 
able that,  under  the  direction  of  officers  who  had 
continued  from  early  in  Summer,  (when  we  know 
they  received  the  cartel.)  as  late  as  November,  to 
furnish  only  half  the  allowance  of  meat  promised 
by  their  Government,  it  may  have  happened  that, 
at  some  time  during  this  period,  they  were  as  re- 
gardless ol  the  quality  01  the  provisions  as  were 
the  officers  in  Gibraltar  the  year  before,  as  showa 
by  letters  of  Colonel  Lear  and  Captain  Eveleth, 
before  quoted.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ic. 

J.  MASON. 
Col.  Tho8.  Barclay.  &e. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

IHarlem,  Janiuiry  25,  1S14. 

That  Mr.  G.  Walter's  representation  did  not 
comport  with  the  truth,  is  evident  from  Colonel 
Gardner's  letter  of  the  12ih  October,  1813,  to 
Captain  Kempt,  British  agent  for  transports  and 
prisoners  of  war,  wherein,  after  stating  that  the 
American  prisoners  at  Q,uebec  were  not  subsisted 
agreeably  to  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  May,  and  re- 
questing that  half  a  pound  of  bread  may  be  de- 
ducted from  the  rations  received,  and  half  a  pound 
of  beef  or  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  pork  added,  in 
order  to  make  the  ration  agree  with  the  directions 
in  the  cartel,  he  adds,  •' I  take  this  opportunity 
to  .say  to  you,  that  I  see  no  cause  at  present  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  io 
other  respects." 

There  was  no  intention  or  effort  on  my  part,  as 
you  have  been  pleased  to  state,  "  to  invalidate  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  States  the  whole  of 
the  statement  relative  to  the  treatment  of  your 
agent  and  prisoners,  made  on  oath  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ter;" on  the  contrary,  if  a  fair  construction  is 
?;iven  to  the  publication  by  me.  the  other  charges, 
rom  ray  silence  respecting  them,  would  rather 
be  considered  as  admitted  than  denied.  I  ab- 
stained from  touching  on  them,  because  they 
have  been  repeatedly  subjects  of  correspondence 
between  you  and  me.  On  the  subject  of  provis- 
ions issued  to  the  American  prisoners  at  Q,uebec 
you  had  never  complained,  and  I  confess  I  rather 
looked  for  your  approbation  than  objections  to 
my  correcting  the  misrepresentation.  The  two 
nations  are  already  sufficiently  irritated  against 
each  other,  to  render  fuel  to  the  flame  unneces- 
sary by  means  of  false  representations. 

With  respect  to  the  grievances  stated  in  your 
second  letter  of  the  19ih  instant,  I  have  to  remark, 
that  they  are  matters  which  must  be  negotiated 
between  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Ad- 
miral Sir  John  Warren,  or  with  His  Majesty's 
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Ministers  jn  Lo?idon.  I  shall  transmit  copies  of 
your  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  and  call  their 
attention  pa^ticl^IarIy  to  Captain  Eveieth's  table 
of  provisions  daily  issued  at  Gibraltar,  described 
jn  your  letter",  and  acquaint  you  with  the  answer. 
I  have  lately  leceived  from  the  Commissioners 
jhe  objections  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  the 
J^ords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  some  of  the  articles  of 
?he  cartel  oi  12tn  of  May,  1813.  one  of  which  is 
particularly  pointed  to  the  ration  of  provisions 
agreed  upon  in  that  cartel.  I  am  preparing  copies 
for  you,  which  I  hope  to  forward  in  a  few  days. 


Lieutenant  Deacon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Washington  City,  Feb.  10,  1814. 
Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  list  of  thir- 
teen American  sramen,  prisoners  of  war,  confined 
on  board  the  British  prison-ships  at  Q,uebec.  On 
pr  about  the  middle  of  September.  1813,  they 
jirere  forcibly  taken  out  of  said  prison-ships  and 
tent  on  board  thi*  homeward  bound  transports,  to 
assist  in  navigating  them.  A  certificate  signed 
by  Mr.  Osgood,  master's  mate  in  the  United 
States'  navy,  who  was  present  at  the  time,  to- 
;;ether  with  a  copy  of  an  order  from  General 
Glasgow,  the  Commandant  at  Q,uebec,  to  Cap- 
lain  Kempt,  the  British  agent  for  prisoners,  direct- 
ing him  to  take  the  American  prisoners  for  that 
urpose,  w,as  left  in  the  hands  of  General  Chand- 
er,  to  be  forwarded  on  to  the  Navy  Department; 
«.s  they  have  not  been  received,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  make  this  statement  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  &c. 

L.  DEACON, 
Lieut,  conig  V.  S.  schr.  Growler. 

Hon.  W.M.  JoNE3,  Sec^ry  of  the  Navy. 


Z 


'Xiist  of  American  teamen,  prisoners  of  war,  taken  from 
on  board  the  prison-ship  at  Quebec,  to  work  on  board 
'~    the  transports,  and  sailed  from  thence. 

United  States'  schooner  Growler. — Colvin  Wil- 
^aams,  boatswain;  William  H.  Warner,  seaman; 
'^Vhilip  Baker,  ditto  ;  William  .Johnson,,  do. 
*  Schooner  Julia. — William  Wilcox,  seaman; 
/ohn  Mallet,  ditto;  John  Rian,  do.;  James  Peter- 
son, do.;  John  Bernard,  do.;  John  Smith,  do.; 
/ames  Riley,  do,;  Edward  Myers,  do.;  George 
Springs,  do. 


Office  Com-m'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  April  2,  1814. 
Sir  :  0(;ie  of  the  objections  to  the  cartel  enter- 
ed into  between  you  and  myself  on  the  12th  of 
May  la^t,  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
British  Admiralty,  as  stated  to  me  in  your  letter 
of  the  Ist  of  February,  is  to  the  allowance  to  pris- 
oners for  subsistence.  The  daily  ration  agreed 
-opon  in  tjiat  iastrument  for  prisoners,  and  cer- 
tainly littli?enouT[h  tosupport  a  hearty  man  with- 
out sufferiog,  was  one  pound  of  beef,  or  twelve 
ounces  of  pork,  one  pound  of  wheaten  bread,  one- 
fourth  of  a  pint  of  peas,  or  six  ounces  of  rice,  or 
one  pound  of  potatoes,  and  two  quarts  of  salt  and 


four  quarts  of  vinegar  to  every  one  hundred  ra- 
tions. In  the  new  project  of  arrangement,  all 
stipulation  about  quantity  of  provision  is  reject- 
ed ;  and  you  inform  me  that  it  is  intended  to  give 
our  prisoners  one  pound  and  a  half  of  the  coarsest 
bread  per  day  ;  and  to  eat  with  their  bread,  for 
two  days  in  the  week,  no  meat;  only  one  pound 
of  herrings,  and  one  pound  of  potatoes,  for  one  of 
these  days,  and,  for  the  other,  one  pound  of  cod- 
fish and  one  pound  of  potatoes;  for  the  other  five 
days  only  half  a  pound  of  fresh  beef,  half  a  pound 
of  greens,  one  ounce  of  Scotch  barley,  and  one- 
quarter  of  an  ounce  of  onions,  with  one-third  of 
an  ounce  of  salt ;  no  vinegar  at  any  time,  and  no 
salt  for  two  days  in  the  week. 

I  should  not  have  called  this  subject  now  sep- 
arately to  your  attention,  but  that  in  a  letter  just 
received  from  Mr.  Storm,  agent  for  American 
prisoners  at  Barbadoes,  is  the  following  passage: 
"  I  now  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Barker,  the  British 
agent  here,  has  officially  informed  me  that  the 
convention  entered  into  between  yourself  and 
Colonel  Barclay  has  not  been  ratified  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  ;  of  course,  our  prison- 
ers are  not  allowed  more  than  two-thirds  of 
what  they  had.  I  await  your  instructions  on 
the  subject." 

1  infer  from  this  that  the  British  Government 
has  come  to  a  determination  as  to  the  provision 
article,  and  have  given  orders  to  reduce  the  ration 
to  the  standard  stated  by  you.  since  it  is  actually 
in  practice  at  Barbadoes. 

1  beg  to  be  informed  on  this  subject.  You  are 
pleased  to  remark,  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary, in  explanation  of  this  article,  that  the  Brit- 
ish (jovernment,  so  frequently  involved  in  war, 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain  what  is  a  ra- 
tional and  proper  allowance  to  prisoners;  that  it 
is  reasonable  to  suppose  the  ration  used  in  Brit- 
ain, as  described  by  you,  "is,  in  truth,  a  proper 
allowance." 

You  must  permit  me  to  observe  that  this  was- 
not  your  opinion  heretofore,  and  I  should  hope 
cannot  now  be  so,  when  you  reflect  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  a  matter  of  daily  experience  and  feel- 
ing common  to  every  man  of  every  class  in  the 
community.  Every  man  can  at  once  decide  that 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  coarse  bread,  with  the 
scanty  appendages  of  one  pound  of  herrings  or 
codfish,  and  one  pound  of  potatoes,  will  not  satis- 
fy for  a  day  the  cravings  of  hunger;  and  that  the 
half  a  pound  of  beef,  with  the  pittance  of  greens, 
barley,  and  onions  allowed,  will  be  very  little  bet- 
ter. Our  prisoners  in  your  hands,  on  such  an 
allowance,  mus;  suffer  constantly  and  severely 
from  hunger.  Your  prisoners,  if  reduced  to  a  like 
allowance,  must  suflTer  in  an  equal  degree;  and 
yet,  repugnant  as  it  will  be  to  the  wishes  and 
feelings  of  this  Government,  if  that  course  has 
been  determined  on  by  your  Government,  it  will 
necessarily  be  adopted  here.  I  request  your  par- 
ticular and  early  attention  to  this  case,  so  im- 
portant to  humanity,  and  shall  be  much  gratified 
if  you  are  authorized  to  make  any  arrangement 
upon  the  subject  that  may  obviate  the  sufferings, 
on  both  sides,  which  must  ensue  by  a  system 
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which  will  deal  out  to  the  unfortunate  prisoners 
less  subsistence  than  is  absolutely  requisite. 

The  privations  of  these  men  are.  of  necessity, 
sufficiently  great;  let  us  avoid  increasing  them,  1 
entreat  you,  by  refusing  that  which  is  every- 
where, proverbially,  the  first  call  of  nature,  enough 
to  eat,  and  the  want  of  which  sinks  deepest  into 
human  wretchedness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be*.  &c. 

J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay.  &c. 


Bladensbcrg,  April  5,  1814. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  I  did  not  re- 
ceive yesterday  noon.  My  letter  to  you  of  Isl  of 
February  was  drawn  up  conformably  to  the  in- 
structions I  received  from  the  Commissioners.  I 
have  long  since  transmitted  to  them  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  you,  and,  at  the  same  time,  communi- 
cated to  them  fully  my  sentiments  on  each  of  the 
articles  contained  in  the  cartel  of  the  12tb  of  May, 
and  the  amendments  proposed.  I  think  it  proba- 
ble I  shall  receive  an  answer  in  May  or  June.  In 
the  interim,  however,  I  hope  to  receive  your  an- 
swer to  my  letter ;  indeed,  I  have  long  since  ex- 
pected if.  Under  present  circumstances,  I  cannot 
return  you  an  answer  to  the  inquiry  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  2d  of  this  month.  The  7th 
article  in  the  draught  of  the  cartel  sent  you  to  be 
submitted  to  the  President,  states,  "  they  (the 
prisoners)  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government 
in  whose  possession  they  may  be,  with  a  subsist- 
ence of  sound  and  wholesome  provision.''  1  ac- 
knowledge the  clause  is  vague,  and  perhaps  it 
would  have  been  preferable  to  have  specified  the 
articles  and  quantity.  Yet  the  word  'subsist- 
ence," intends  a  reasonable  quantity  for  the  sup- 
port of  nature  ;  and  the  words  '"  sound  and  whole- 
some provision,''  certainly  designate  the  quality. 
The  precise  quantity  issued  for  each  Government 
may  readily  be  ascertained  through  the  respective 
agents  of  both  nations. 

You  misapprehend  me  when  I  state  I  inform 
you  that  it  is  intended  to  give  the  American  pris- 
oners one  pound  and  a  half  of  the  coarsest  bread 
a  day,  dtc.  By  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  1st 
of  February,  you  will  find  I  expressed  myself  in 
the  words  following :  "1  transmit  herewith  a  ta- 
ble of  the  provisions  daily  issued  to  prisoners  in 
Great  Britain,  and  elsewhere  in  the  British  do- 
minions, save  in  such  places  as  the  agents  have 
adopted  the  regulations  of  the  cartel,  but  which 
will  eventually  be  countermanded."  The  quality 
of  the  bread  is  not  mentioned;  nor  did  I  state 
that,  if  the  proposed  cartel  was  agreed  to  by  the 
President,  in  lieu  of  that  of  the  12ih  of  May,  that 
the  American  prisoners,  under  the  words  of  the 
cartel,  would  receive  subsistence  precisely  con- 
formable to  the  copy  of  the  table  of  provisions 
sent  you.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  say,  I  think 
it  probable,  and  for  the  reasons  given  in  my  letter 
of  the  1st  of  February. 

I  have  received  no  further  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  provisions  to  be  issued  to  pris- 
oners, since  I    wrote  you  in    February.     From 


what  Mr.  Storm  writes  you,  it  is  evident  the 
Commiss|,oners  have  sent  orders  to  the  West  In- 
dies on  the  subject.  Lieutenant  Miller,  at  Hali- 
fax, in  his  letter  to  me  of  March,  does  not  hint 
that  he  had  received  any. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.   &.c. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
General  Mason,  dec. 


B. 

Abstract  of  the  causes  assigned  by  the  Briti&h  Admi- 
ralty for  refusing  to  discharge  seamen  impressed  from 
American  vessels  into  the  naval  service  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, calculated  to  show  the  grounds  upon  which  a 
compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  agents  of  the 
United  States  to  discharge  such  seamen  is  stated  to 
have  been  declined  on  the  part  of  the  Britiah  Gov- 
ernment. 

Refused  to  be  discharged  for  the  following  reasons,  viz: 

Having  no  documents. 

Born  in  England. 

Not  Americans. 

Protections  irregular. 

Regularly  exchanged  as  British  subjects. 

Ignorant  of  America. 

Taken  in  enemies'  privateers. 

Voluntarily  entered,  and  received  the  bounty. 

Had  accepted  warrant  offices  in  the  British 
navy. 

Said  to  be  impostors. 

Notanswering  descriplionsgiven  in  protections. 

Natives  of  foreign  countries — Prussia,  Swe- 
den, dec. 

Insujficiency  of  documents,  viz  : 

Protections  from  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls. 

Notarial  and  other  affidavits  made  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates. 

Collectors'  protections. 

Discharges  from  British  ships  of  war  as  Amer- 
ican citizens. 

Discharges  from  American  ships  of  war  as  Brit- 
ish subjects. 

Admiralty  protections. 

Forged  protections. 

Collectors'  duplicate  protections. 

Documents  from  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States. 

Indentures. 

Notarial  affidavits  made  in  England. 

Marriage  certificates. 

Other  reasons,  viz  : 
Not  on  board  ships  stated. 
Deserted. 

Drowned,  or  otherwise  dead. 
Invalided. 

Sent  into  the  service  for  smuggling. 
Said  to  be  on  board  ships  not  in  commission. 
On  board  ships  on  foreign  stations. 
Were  released  from  prison  in  Gottenburg. 
Not  knowing  where  or  in  what  ships  they  are 
serving. 
Names  of  the  ships  cannot  be  ascertained. 
Killed. 
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{Correapondence  of  Mr.  Beaalej,  concerning  seamen 
impreMed  from  American  vesaets  before  the  com- 
raenceaient  of  the  war,  and  detained  in  the  British 
semce.j 

Mr.  Croker  to  Mr.  Beaslej. 
AoMi.tALTY  Office.  Ang^iat  5,  1812. 

Sir:  Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  t}ie  Admiralty  your  letter  of  the 
;  31st  ultimo,  trarsmitting  a  list  of  men,  said  to  be 
•  'Americans,  who  have  been    impressed  and  de- 
; tamed  on  board  His  Majesty's  ships,  and  rt-quest- 
.'•\ng  their  discharge,  I  have  their  Lordships'  com- 
, -mands  to.  acqu.nint  you   that,  under  present  cir- 
cuQQ  Stan  e'en,  they  will  defer  the  consideration  of 
I  this  request.     I  am,  d:c. 

J.  W.  CROKER. 
;|    R.  G.  JSisAai^Y,  Esq. 


(Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beaaley  to  Mr.  Monroe, 

dated 

I  .  London,  Oct.  23,  1812. 

4  I  have  informed  you  that  I  had  addressed  Lord 
Castlereagh  on  the  subject  of  our  citizens  who 
have  been   impressed,  and  are  now  held  in  the 

"British  naval  service.  I  demanded  their  release, 
and  complained  of  the  treatment  which  some 
had  received  on  offering  to  give  themselves  up  as 

'prisoners,  or  refusing  to  serve  when  they  heard 
of  the  war.     In  reply,  I  have  received  a  short 

;  note  from  Mr.  Cooke,  one  of  the  under  secreta- 

;ries,  stating  that  he  was  instructed  to  require  of 
me  the  names  t-f  the  men  who  had  received  the 

.  treatment  complained  of.  and  the  vessels  in  which 

*  they  were;  wmch  I  immediately  furnished.  I 
•urged  a  reply  to  the  other  part  of  my  letter.  In 
:»n  iQterview  which  I  have  since  had  with  Mr. 
;  Cooke.  I;  took  occasion  to  remind  him  of  it; 
Swhen  he  intimated  that  the  Government  did  not 
.intend  to  answer  me  on  that  point,  adding,  that 
'England  was  6^hting  the  battles  of  the  world; 
I  we  had  chosen  to  go  to  war,  and  so  aid  the  great 
I  enemy;  and  that  England  had  as  much  right  to 

*  recruit  h.r  army  and  navy  in  every  possible  man- 

*  ner  as  France. 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Beaaley  to  Mr.  Cooke,  of 
the  Foreign  Office,  dated 

October  19,  1812. 
I  beg  you  to  remind  Lord  Castlereagh  that  the 
other  part  of  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  request- 
ing the  release  of  the  American  seamen  detained 
in  the  British  service,  is  still  unanswered. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beaaley  to  Mr.  Monroe, 

dated 

LoNDo.N,  October  28,  1812. 
Since  writing  you  the  22d  instant,  I  have  called 
twice  at  the  Foreign  Office,  and,  I  am  happy  to 
state,  I  found  Mr.  Cooke  more  reasonable  on  the 
subject  mentioned  in  my  last.  Indeed,  the  tone 
and  substance  of  his  conversation  were  so  much 
changed,  that  I  shall  have  little  to  complain  of 
if  followed  up  in  practice.  In  communicating  to 
you,  however,  this  apparent  change,  I  regret  to 
be  obliged  to  add,  that  within  the  last  three  or 
four  days,  many  of  our  seamen  have  been  im- 
pressed ;  and  I  learn  that  attempts  have  been  made 
(and  in  some  instances  with  success)  to  entice 
some  who  were  confined  as  prisoners  to  enter  into 
British  ships  of  war  and  merchantmen. 


1 


Extract  of  a  lett«r  from  Mr.  Beaaley  to  Lord  Castle- 
;        reagh, dated 

"WiMPOLE  Street.  Oct.  12,  1812. 

In  consequence  of  the  war  unhappily  existing 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  a 
has  become  ray  duty  to  call  your  Lordship's  at- 
tention to  the  situation  of  the  great  number  of 
American  seawen  who  have  been  impressed, and 
are  now  held  ir.  the  ships  of  war  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty. 

To  put  an  end  to  a  proceeding  and  a  state  of 
things  SQ  revolting  to  humanity,  and  so  contrary 
to  the  law  and  usage  of  civilized  nations,  I  per- 
suade mjrself  it  is  only  necessary  to  present  them 
to  the  v5ew  of  the  British  Government,  and  I 
ihereforcj  trust  that  effectual  measures  will  be  im- 
mediatef^y  taken  to  restore  these  injured  men  to 
liberty  aad  their  country. 


Mr.  Barrow  to  the  Transport  Board. 

Admiralty  Office,  Feb.  25,  1813. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  laid  before  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of 
the  18th  instant,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter, 
together  with  the  documents  therein  referred  to. 
from  Mr.  Beasley,  the  American  agent  for  pris- 
oners of  war  in  this  country,  on  the  subject  of 
certain  alleged  citizens  of  the  United  States  de- 
tained in  His  Majesty's  service,  I  have  it  in  com- 
mand to  signify  their  Lordships'  directions  to  you 
to  acquaint  Mr.  Beasley  that  neither  now,  in  war, 
nor  before,  during  peace,  is  or  was  the  British 
Government  desirous  of  having  American  sea- 
men in  its  service;  and  that  their  Lordships  will 
now  discharge,  as  prisoners  of  war,  as  they  for- 
merly did  as  neutrals,  those  persons  who  can 
adduce  any  sufficient  proof  of  their  being  Amer- 
icans. 

You  will  further  inform  Mr.  Beasley,  that  all 
the  cases  stated  by  him  have  received  or  are  under 
accurate  examination  ;  and  that  such  persons  who 
may  appear  to  be  Americans  will  be  immediately 
sent  to  prison,  as  many  have  been  already. 
I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  BARROW. 


WiMPOLE  Street, .Varc/t  13, 1813.  . 

Sir:  I  was  duly  favored  with  your  letters  of 
the  26th  ultimo  and  6th  instant,  each  enclosing 
the  ropy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Board  on  the 
preceding  day  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty.  I  regret  that 
other  engagements  should  have  delayed  till  now 
a  particular  notice  of  their  contents,  as  these  in- 
clude a  charge  against  myself  which  perhaps  re- 
quired an  earlier  refutation. 
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In  the  letter  of  their  Iiordships'  secretary  of' 
the  5th  instant,  the  Board  are  directed  to  observe  I 
to  me  that  the  printed  letter  which  I  addressed  \ 
to  certain  American  seamen  detained  in  the  Brit-  ' 
ish  navy,  "'contains  a  statement  unfounded  in 
fact,  for  that  neither  since  the  war  with  America,  [ 
nor  befjre,  have  their  Lordships  declined  to  re-  i 
lease  American  seamen  admitted  or  proved  to  be  \ 
such." 

It  is  not  necessary  to  ray  present  purpose  to  ' 
enter   upon    an  examination  of  their  Lordship's 
conduct  on  this  matter  before  the  war ;  although 
my  own  official  observation  in  numerous  cases, 
when  I  held  the  office  of  Consul,  would  author- 
ize me  to  dispute  even  that  part  of  their  secreta- 
ry's assertion.    But  with  reference  to  their  Lord- 
ships' conduct  since  the  war.  I   beg  to  remind 
them  of  their  letter  of  the  5th  August,  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  in  answer  to  a 
request  made  on  the  31st  July  for  the   release  of 
certain  impressed  American    seamen,  in    which 
their  Lordships,  going  beyond  the  mere  declining 
to  release  the  men.  stated  "  that,  under  the  pres-  | 
ent  circumstances,  they  will  defer  the  considera-  ' 
tion  of  the  request  for  their  release  ;"  or,  in  other  ; 
words,  that  they  will  not,  at  present,  war  being 
commenced,  even  think  on  the  subject  of  their 
release.      If  further  proof  be  necessary  of  their 
Lordships  having,  as  I  stated  in  my  printed  letter, 
declined   the  release  of  such  seamen    in    conse-  : 
quence  of  the  war,  I  will  call  to  their  recollection 
a  letter  written  by  their  secretary  on  the  25th 
August,  in  answer  to  an  application  for  the  re-  i 
lease  of  William  Wilson,  an  impressed  Araeri-  1 
can  detained   on   board   the  Cornelia,  in    which 
they  state  that  "  this  man,  being  an  alien  enemy, 
vftuat  continue  to  serve  or  to  go  to  prison."   Should  ' 
other  corroboration  be  wanted,  it  may  be  found  in 
the  long  and  marked  silence  of  the  British  Gov-  ! 
ernraent  to  ray  numerous  applications  again  and  ' 
again  repeated  for  the  relea.se  of  these  men,  see- 
ing that  It  was  not  until  the  25lh  February,  nearly 
seven  months  after  their  Lordships  had  informed 
me  of  their  having  deferred  the  consideration  of 
the  subject,  and    nearly   five   months   after   my 
formal  demand  made  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  that  | 
they  directed  the  Board  to  inform  me  of  their 
intention  to  treat  them  as  prisoners  of  war.    And 
even  this  was  not  done  uutil  eight  days  after  my  ' 
printed  letter  in  question  appears  to  have  been  on 
their  table.     Surely  it  was  in  utter  forgetfulness 
of  all  these  circumstances  that  their  Lordshi|«  j 
declared  my  statement  unfounded  in  fact  ;  for  it  ] 
appears  impossible  that  they  can.  in  the  mind  of; 
any  person,  bear  a  different   interpretation  from 
that   which   I  have  given  them.     But  how  do 
these  facts  bear  on  their  Lordships'  statement  ? 
How,  I  ask,  does   their  determination  that   Wil- ' 
son,  proved   and   admitted  to   be  an  American,  i 
must  continue  to  serve  or  go  to  prison,  support  ' 
the  assertion  that  their  Lordships  have  not  de- 
clined to  release  American  seamen   admitted  or  ' 
proved  to  be  such  1     But,  perhaps,  in  their  Lord- 
ships' view  to  send  them  from  service  and  deten- 
tion in  ships  of  war  to  confinement   in  prisons  is  , 
to  release  them.     If  so,  it  is  unnecessary  to  pur-  i 


sue  the  subject  further,  and  I  will  content  myself 
with  having  vindicated  the  correctness  of  the 
statement. 

I  come  now  tc^  the  consideration  of  their  Lord- 
ships' purpose,  as  expressed  in  iheir  secretary's  let- 
ter of  the  25ih  ultimo,  to  treat  as  prisoners  of  war 
the  American  seamen  who  have  been  impressed, 
and  are  held  in  the  British  service.  Taking  into 
view  the  manner  in  whicii  these  unfortunate  per- 
sons came  into  the  power  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, that  their  own  rights  and  inclinations,  the 
rights  of  their  country,  the  law  of  nations,  and 
every  principle  of  justice,  were  violated  in  the 
very  act  by  which  each  of  these  men  was  brought 
within  its  power,  and  that  this  wrong  accumu- 
lates so  long  as  any  of  them  remain  in  its  power, 
I  do  maintain  that  they  are,  on  every  ground, 
entitled  to,  and  that  the  British  Government  is 
bound  to  grant  their  immediate  and  complete  re- 
lease. It  acquired  them  only  as  the  spoils  of  un- 
lawful violence.  How.  then,  can  it  retain  them 
as  the  fruits  of  lawful  war?  Its  right  of  control 
over  them  can  only  arise  from  the  lawfulness  of 
their  detention  ;  but  that  which  was  unlawfully 
taken  cannot  be  rightfully  held  ;  and  to  acknowl- 
edge the  pretension  to  such  control  as  their  Lord- 
ships' purpose  implies,  would  be  to  legiliraatise 
the  act  by  which  they  came  into  their  power. 
The  British  Government  disclaims  all  right  and 
all  intention  to  take  them,  and  this  disavowal  is 
an  acknowledgment  of  its  obligation  to  restore 
them  to  the  same  condition  and  to  the  same  free- 
dom from  which  they  were  taken.  Upon  what 
grounds  is  it,  then,  that  they  are  to  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war?  Not  many  years  have  elapsed 
since  all  Europe  resounded  with  the  complaints 
of  Great  Britain  against  France  for  detaining  as 
prisoners  of  war  certain  British  subjects,  who, 
having  entered  the  French  territories  in  time  of 
peace,  were  found  there  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.  But  if  that  were  regarded  in  England 
as  an  outrage,  what  will  be  thought  of  this  de- 
tention as  prisoners  of  war  of  American  seamen, 
who,  having  been  wrongfully  taken  on  the  high 
seas,  and  forcibly  carried  into  the  British  service 
in  time  of  peace,  are  found  therein,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  a  war  doing  her  service  and  fighting 
her  battles?  The  conduct  of  France  was  at- 
tempted to  be  justified  by  certain  acts  of  Eng- 
land, which  were  alfeged  to  be  equally  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations.  But  what  justification, 
what  excuse  can  be  set  up  for  this  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  towards  the  impressed  American 
seamen?  What  infraction  of  the  law  of  nations, 
what  violence  or  injustice  exercised  towards 
British  subjects,  or  what  outrage  is  this  cruel 
act  to  retaliate?  It  cannot  be  the  free  and 
spontaneous  permission  given  by  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  for 
every  British  subject  of  every  class  and  descrip- 
tion found  within  their  territories  or  in  their 
power  to  return  to  his  country  that  this  impris- 
onment of  American  seamen  is  to  requite.  And 
surely  this  cannot  be  the  indemnification  which 
Great  Britain  offers  these  unfortunate  men  for 
the  wrongs  which  she  has  inflicted  on  them,  or 
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^  the  reward  which  »he  bestows  for  the  service  she 

.irhas  received  at  their  hands, 
jfi  To  thv  unqualided  iirohibition  of  all  corres- 
Jt*  pondenc(t  between  myself  and  the  impressed 
"i  Americai  seamen  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
m  fleet,  so  i|nreservedly  stated  in  the  letter  of  their 
y  Lordsiiipi'  secretary  of  the  6tb  instant.  I  must 
i  conform,  ^whatever  may  be  my  feelings  and  sen- 
^.  timenls  respecting  it.  The  situation  in  which 
these  unfortunate  men  and  myself  stood  towards 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commugioners  of  the 
Transport  Board,  in  London,  to  Reuben  G.  Bea»- 
ley,  Esq.,  agent  of  the  United  States  in  England, 
dated 

Transport  Office,  May  26,  1813. 

We  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  15th 
instant,  and.  having  communicated  the  same  to 
the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  we  are  instructed  by  their 
Lordships  to  inform  you  that  to  your  former  let- 


I 


each  other,  appeared  not  only  to  invite  but  to  au-  [  ter  of  the  13th  of  March  last,  their  Lordships  did 

^  not  authorize  us  to  return  an  answer,  because  it 

referred  to  subjects  which  it  is  beyond  your  com- 
petency, in  the  character  of  agent  for  prisoners 
of  war.  to  discuss,  and  because,  easy  as  it  would 
have  been  to  have  completely  answered  the  mis- 
conceptions and  misstatements  of  that  letter,  it 
seemed   unnecessary  to  proceed   with   a  corres- 


thorize  a  jcomraunicatioD  between  us.  On  their 
part  the  ^bject  of  this  correspondence  was  to  ob- 
tain info«raatioii  and  counsel  as  to  the  proper 
manner  d$  conducting  themselves  under  circum- 
stances t^e  most  difficult,  and  an  occasion  the 
most  important  and  solemn,  namely  :  how  to  act 
a  while  forcibly  held  to  service  in  ships  of  war  be- 


longing tij  a  Slate  engaged  in  actual  hostilities     pondence  which  could  conduce   to   no  practical 

against  their  country  ;  a   situation  which    their  j  effect. 
i  own  good  sense  and  proper  feelings  taught  them  '      On  the  subject  of  your  late  application,  we  are 
^  was  alik(i    incompatible    with    their   rights   and 
♦"their    duifes.     My    part    has  been,  afier   having 
^(  waited  fivie  months  in  vain  for  a  communication 
^'of  their  L(jrdships'intentions,to  recommend  them 


I  since  there  appeared  no  means  of  obtaining  their 

J  release,  to  give  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war; 

i,  an  evil  comparatively  light  to  that  which  they 
suffer.  lu  other  instances  their  letters  have  re- 
lated the  reigctioa  of  their  offer  and  the  threats 
of  punishment ;  and  all  contain  complaints  of 
the  unexampled  liardshipof  their  situation.  How- 
ever, as  their  Lordships  declare  that  the  British 

Jr  Government  has  no  wish  to  have  American  sea- 


to  repeat  to  you,  that  neither  before  the  war  nor 
since  has  this  country  been  desirous  of  retaining 
in  its  service  any  6orja  Jide  American  citizens, 
but  that  the  flagrant  and  undeniable  abuses  of 
the  official  documents  of  American  citizenship 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  question  of  naturalizing 
13ritisb  subjects)  have  obliged  their  Lordships  to 
look  at  all  such  documents  with  the  utmost  dis- 
trust. 

And  if,  from  the  similarity  of  language  and 
manners,  some  American  seamen  have  been  im- 
pressed into  Hii  Majesty's  service,  the  blame  is 
imputable  to  those  who  have  permitted  the  offi- 
cial documents  of  citizenship  to  be  so  prostituted 


'  which,  if  they  desire  to  leave  it,  their  object  may 
be  accomplished.  Since  I  am  no  longer  permii- 
^ted  to  advise  ihcm  in  these  matters,  such  a  pro- 
',ceeding  on  the  part  of  their  Lordships  becomes 


'•men  in  its  service,  they  will  no  doubt  adopt  some 

„  effectual  plan  to  make  known  these  sentiments  as  to  be  at  last  wholly  undeserving  of  any  atten- 
'  to  all  such  seamen  now  io  its  service,  and  at  the  j  tion  or  reipect,  and  the  British  Government  has 
:  "-arae  time  to    inform   them    of  the    manner   in    always    regretted    that    this  check    (slight  as  it 

originally  was)  has    been    so    infinitely  abused, 
and.  finally,  so  completely  destroyed,  not  only 
for  the  sake  of  the  Americans  themselves,  who 
might  thereby  suffer  the  inconvenience  of  a  tem- 
under   all    the   circumstances,  an    indispensable  !  porary  detention,  but  for  that  of  the  British  offi- 
-  measure  of  justice  towards  the  men,  while  it  is  '  cers,  who  were  thereby  rendered  still   less  capa- 
»  also  necessary  to  prevent  their  Lordships'  inten-  j  ble    than    before   of  distinguishing    the    persons 
tions  on  so  momentous  a  subject  from  raisinter-  i  whom  it  was  their  duty  to  impress. 

tpretation.  If  the  consequence  of  this  interdic-  I  Their  Lordships,  for  the  reasons  already  sta- 
llion of  the  correspondence  with  me  be  to  bring  i  ted,  do  not  enter  with  you  into  any  explanations 
,the  condition  of  these  men  more  completely  un-  i  of  the  rules  which  governed  theirconduct  on  this 
der  their  Lordships'  notice,  there  will.  I  trust,  be  I  subject  before  the  war  ;  but  as  far  as  regards  the 
less  reason  to  regret  it.  I  entreat  their  Lord-  prisoners  of  war  sent,  either  at  your  or  their  own 
ships  to  take  their  claims  into  the  most  serious  request,  to  prison,  from  His  Majesty's  service, 
consideration.  Their  detention  appears  to  be  the  their  Lordships  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that 
>  only  remaining  ground  of  that  unhappy  quarrel  !  they  have,  in  favor  of  that  first  principle  of  civ 


which  divides  l^e  two  countries;  and  io  their 
immediate  release  their  Lordships  have  an  op- 
portunity, by  an  act  of  justice  and  of  magnanim- 
ity worthy  of  the  British  name,  to  bring  back 
peace,  and  to  restore  those  relations  of  honora- 
ble friendship  so  natural  and  so  beneficial  to 
both. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Alexander  McLeay,  Esq.,  (Sec. 

Transport  Office. 


ilized  society,  the  allegiance  which  is  due  to  the 
land  of  a  man's  nativity,  been  anxious  to  avoid 
even  the  possibility  of  obliging  any  American  to 
fight  against  his  country  ;  and  they  have,  there- 
fore, discharged  persons  from  the  military  ser- 
vice of  this  country,  on  evidence  of  their  being 
Americans,  which  would  not,  in  ordinary  times, 
have  been  considered  sufficient,  even  in  the  opin- 
ion and  practice  of  the  American  consulate  here, 
to  obtain  their  release.  And  it  has  happened 
that  several  persons  have,  on  their  own  asser- 
tions, or  on  production  of  American  documents, 
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been  so  discharged,  of  whom  it  has  since  been  ' 
discovered  that  they  are  natural  born  subjects  of 
His  Majesty,  and  that  such  assertions  were  false, 
or  such  documents  fraudulently  obtained. 

But  while  their  Lordships  prefer  the   risk  of 
losing  the  services  of  a  British  subject  to  that  of 
obliging  an  American  citizen  to  continue  in  arms  ; 
against    his   country,  they   cannot,  on    evidence 
loose  and  unsatisfactory,  or  without  any  evidence 
at  all.  permit  such  persons  to  proceed  to  the  Uni-  i 
ted   States   to   bear  arms   against   this    country. 
We  are,  therefore,  to   acquaint  you  that  persons  i 
discharged  to  prison  from  His  Majesty's  service. 
as  being  Americans,  cannot  be  released,  unless, 
in  each  individual  case,  you  shall  produce  satis- 
factory proofs  that  the  person  whose  exchange 
you  demand,  is  a  natural  born  American  citizen. 
Whenever  such  proof  shall  be  produced,  the  per-  ; 
son    will    be    immediately  released   from   prison, 
upon    the    usual    terms  of  exchange,   if  he    has  i 
been  a  volunteer  into  our   service;  or,  if  an  im- 
pressed man.  freely  and  without  restriction.  j 


Mr.  Beasley  to  Alexander  McLeay,  Esq.,  Secretary  of 
the  Transport  Board. 

Harley  Street,  May  29,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  addressed  to 
me  by  the  Board  on  the  26th  instant,  communi- 
cating the  present  intentions  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missionersof  the  Admiralty,  respecting  the  Amer- 
ican seamen  who  have  been  heretofore  detained 
in  the  British  service. 

In  making  those  observations  in  my  letter  of 
the  13th  of  March  upon  this  subject,  which  their 
Lordships  consider  as  entering  upon  a  question 
beyond  my  competency  to  discuss,  I  was  influ- 
enced solely  by  a  sense  of  duty.  The  topic  is 
unfortunately  too  humiliating  to  be  willingly  se- 
lected;  but  painful  as  its  consideration  was  to 
myself,  and  unwelcome  as  it  appears  to  have  been 
to  their  Lordships,  I  cannot  regret  that  I  yielded 
to  the  necessity  of  presenting  it  clearly  to  their 
view,  since  it  now  appears  that  their  Lordships 
no  longer  adhere  to  their  determination,  that  im- 
pressed American  seamen  must  continue  to  serve 
His  Britannic  Majesty  or  go  to  prison,  to  be  re- 
leased only  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  cannot  but  lament  that,  as  their  Lordships 
thought  it  necessary  to  allude  to  "misconceptions 
and  misstatements,"  which  they  represent  that 
letter  to  contain,  they  did  not  take  the  trouble  to 
point  them  out,  especially  as,  in  their  opinion, 
they  might  have  been  '  so  easily  answered."  1 
lament  this  the  more,  as  I  can  discover  nothing 
in  it  which  further  reflection  and  experience  do 
not  confirm. 

But  whatever  ground  their  Lordships'  letter 
affords  for  retorting  such  a  charge  upon  them- 
selves, I  forbear  to  notice.  If  their  Lordships  do 
see,  in  the  fraudulent  use  of  documents  of  Amer- 
ican citizenship  by  British  seamen,  any  excuse  for 
impressing  and  detaining  American  seamen  in  the 
British  navy,  and  if  they  do  consider  such  im- 1 
pressment  and  detention  as  only  a  temporary  in- 
convenience  to   the   American   seamen,  and  if 


they  think  that  the  blame  of  all  such  impress- 
ment and  detention  is  imputable,  as  their  letter 
insinuates,  to  the  United  States.  I  should  utterly 
despair  that  our  opinions  could  ever  be  brought 
to  coincide,  and,  consequently,  that  any  practical 
good  could  result  from  any  effort  of  mine  to  effect 
It.  Happily,  however,  this  is  not  now  necessary. 
The  question  does  not  relate  to  the  abuse  of  doc- 
uments of  American  citizenship,  whether  result- 
ing from  forgeries  practised  here,  or  frauds  com- 
mitted in  the  United  States;  nor  is  it  essential 
to  inquire  whether  American  seamen  have  been 
taken  through  error  or  design  ;  nor  whether  their 
impressment  and  detention  be  in  conformity  with 
long  and  general  practice  in  the  British  navy,  or 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  fact  is  admitted  that  American  sea- 
men have  been  impressed  and  held  in  the  service 
of  Great  Britain,  and  their  Lordships  now  de- 
clare that,  upon  satisfactory  proof  of  this  national 
character,  they  shall  be  released,  either  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  or  freely  and  without  restriction. 
The  question  then  is  as  to  the  proof. 

But,  on  entering  upon  this  question,  we  should 
not  overlook  the  very  important  consideration 
that  the  greater  number  of  these  persons  having 
been  taken  from  American  vessels,  were,  whe- 
ther they  did  or  did  not  bear  documents  of  their 
citizenship,  taken  against  the  pHma  facie  evi- 
dence of  their  being  American  citizens.  They 
were  deprived  of  tlie  benefit  of  this  evidence 
upon  the  mere  suspicion  of  persons  interested  in 
discrediting  it.  and  they  have  been  detained  in 
the  British  service  without  any  evidence  of  their 
being  British  subjects.  It  is  the  British  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  on  which  the  burden  of  proof 
should  still  lie. 

These  unfortunate  men  are.  however,  in  the 
power  of  the  British  Government,  and  it  imposes 
this  burden  upon  them.  To  this  additional  bard- 
ship  they  must  therefore  submit.  We  come, 
then,  to  its  operation. 

The  official  documentsof  American  citizenship 
are  declared  by  their  Lordships  to  be  "  wholly 
undeserving  of  any  attention  or  respect,"  and  in 
hut  few  instances  has  there  been  an  opportunity 
to  obtain  any  other  evidence.  Thus,  there  re- 
mains scarcely  any  documentary  testimony  to 
offer  on  behalf  of  these  men,  and  a  very  long  time 
must  necessarily  elapse  before  it  could  be  received 
from  America.  But,  with  respect  to  many  of 
them,  I  am  persuaded  that  no  such  evidence  need 
be  sought ;  and,  to  delay  the  release  of  those  who 
are  clearly  Americans,  is  not,  I  trust,  now  in- 
tended by  their  Lordships. 

To  prevent,  therefore,  in  some  degree,  the 
hardships  to  which  the  measures  proposed  by 
their  Lordships  must  necessarily  subject  the  far 
greater  part  of  these  unfortunate  men,  I  would 
suggest  that  their  Lordships  should  authorize 
competent  persons  to  examine  those  who  claim 
to  be  Americans,  and  that  such  as,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  these  persons,  are  bona  Jide  Americans, 
should  forthwith  be  released,  according  to  the 
terms  of  their  Lordships'  letter.  1  will  most 
readily   assist   at   such   examinations,  and  will 
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communicate  any  documeDts  or  papers  ia  my 
oflSce.  which  may  be  considered  necessary  to 
facilitate  the  object.  With  regard  to  those  who 
may  not  be  able  to  satisfy  these  persons  respect- 
ing their  naiioLal  character,  I  will  cause  proper 
inquiry  to  be  made  at  the  places  to  which  they 


which  came  under  my  obseriration  when  I  held 
the  office  of  Consul,  could  not  fail  to  make  a 
deep  impression  on  my  mind.  I  therefore  availed 
myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  address  the 
British  Government  on  the  subject.  If  any  in- 
centive had  been  wanting  to  this  step,  I  should 


respectively  claim  to  belong,  and  they  may  be  in  '  have  found  it  in  the  many  communications  which 


f 

<_    .    ^      ___ 

favor  tlfat  which  they  consider  the  first  princi- 
ple of  cirilized  society,  the  allegiance  which  is 
I  due  to  tfte  land  of  a  man's  nativity,"  (which 
principle. would  be  scarcely  less  violated  by  de- 
priving his  country  of  his  assistance  in  her  de- 
fence, than  by  "obliging  him  to  fight  against  his 
country,''')  I  would  fain  hope  they  will  prefer 
those  which  will  be  the  most  effectual   to   the 


I  daily  received  from  those  unfortunate  persons; 
all  asking  advice,  and  some  complaining  of  acts 
of  cruelty  by  British  officers,  because  having  heard 
of  the  war  they  refused  to  do  service.  Relying 
on  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  British 
Government,  I  considered  it  would  be  an  insult 
to   demand    redress,  or   even   to   remonstrate;    I 


t    like  manner  released,  when  the  proof  which  may 
|r   have  beeu  deemed  necessary  shall  be  received. 

!        Their  Lordships  will  not,  I  trust,  be  withheld 
-  from  the  adoption  of  these  or  some  other  equally 
,'l'air  means  of  investigating,  without  delay,  the 
*"  claims  o(   these   men   by  any  techical  incompe- 
tency on.   my   part    to   offer    such    suggestions. 

Whatever  may  be   my  powers,  their  Lordships    therefore  contented'myself,  as  you  will  hav~e  seen 

are  at  ali^evenis  free  to  adopt  such  means  as  may  ,  by  my  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  subject 

be  equitable;  and  for  the  desire  they  express  to    with  merely  representing  the  facts.     But  it  my 

>  -favor  tlrat  which  they  consider  the  first  princi-  |  coyfidence  was  great,  so  has  been  my  disappoint- 

I  pie  of  ciyilized  society,  the  allegiance  which  is  ;  ment;   for  an  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  13th 

I  October  was  not  returned   until  the  26th  May, 

notwithstanding  I  had  frequently  called  it  to  the 

attention  of  the  Government.     And  it  appears  I 

i  owe  this  answer  to  the  following  circumstance: 

'  After  having  waited  so  many  months  for  the  sen- 

,       ,      -,       ,  ,  ,r       .  liments  of  the  Government  on  a  topic  involving 

^  end.    ^or,  1  persuade  myself,  will  the  consider-  '  the  happiness  of  thousands  of  my  countrymen   I 

f  ation  that  the  United  States  are  now  carrying  on     was   induced,   as   the  season   was  near  at  hand 

I  war  for  the  redress  of  the  wrong  done  in  the  de-     when  many  ships  would  proceed  to  foreign  sta- 

!,iention  ^t  thest?   men,  prevent    their   Lordships  ,  tions,  to  issue  a  circular  in  answer  to  the"nume- 

from   reilressing  the  wrong   of  themselves,  not    rous  letters  which  I  had  received  in  the  interval 


V 


<)nly  because  it  it  the  duty  of  a  State  to  remove  all 
just  ground  of  ci^mplaint,  even  on  the  part  of  an 
'-enemy,  but  becjjuse,  by  so  doing,  they  would,  in 
a  great  digree.  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  war. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  ex- 
pressing  my  anxiety  at  the  total  silence  of  their 
Lordships  respetrting  the  numerous  representa- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  me  since  the 
war  of  individual  cases  of  impressment.  In  many 
of  these  cases  the  proof  has  been  such  as  should 
not  have  failed  to  satisfy  their  Lordships ,  even 
'i._  disposed  as  they  are  to  look  at  all  proof  in  these 


stating  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  having 
declined  to  release  American  citizens  who  had 
been  impressed,  there  appeared  to  be  no  other 
course  than  to  give  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of 
war.  Not  many  of  these  letters  reached  the  par- 
ties before  I  was  informed  that  '•  I  must  not  cor- 
respond with  persons  in  His  Majesty's  Heet;  and 
that  my  circular  contained  a  statement  unfounded 
in  fact,  for  neither  before  the  war  nor  since  had 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  declined  to  release 
Americans  admitted  or  proved  to  be  such."  My 
letter  of  the  13th  March  contains  my  sentiments 
on  these  two  points  ;  on  the  latter  1  have  proved 


»^'fflatiers  with  the,  utmost  distrust,  that  the  men  on  ,  the  correctness  of  my  statement  by  letters  from 


whose  behalf  it  was  offered  are  bona  Jide  Amer 
ican  citizens.  Yet  in  no  instance  have  I  heard 
"of  any  favorabK  decisions  on  their  claims.  I 
will  hope,  however,  that  the  course  which  their 
Lordships  will  pdopt  may  speedily  remove  all 
^ihose   Unfavorable  impressions,  which,  with  ev- 

•  ery  disposition  to  give  them  credit  for  the  most 

•  just  intentions,  could  not  fail  to  result  from  this 
T'. single  fact  that,  among  the  thousands  of  im- 
J  pressed  men  in  tne  British  navy  who  claim  to  be 
^Americans,  I  have  not  heard  of  one  man  who 
f^&s  been  freely  released  and  permitted  to  return 
t<o  his  country  since  the  commencement  of  hos- 
^Itihties. 

y^    I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Ij  r.  g.  beasley. 

J      Alexander  McLeay,  Esq.,  &c. 


Mr.  Veasley  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  June  10,  1813. 
Sir:  The  nuijierous  instances  of  hardships  im- 
po««<i   on   American   citizens    by    impressment. 


under  their  Secretary's  own  hand.  In  their  re- 
ply of  the  26th  May,  they  say,  easy  as  it  would 
have  been  to  have  completely  answered  the  mis- 
conceptions and  misstatements  of  that  letter,  they 
decline  doing  so,  because  it  refers  to  subjects 
which  it  is  beyond  my  competency,  in  the  char- 
acter of  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  to  discuss. 
And  they  repeat,  "  that  neither  before  the  war  nor 
since  has  this  country  been  desirous  of  retaining 
in  its  service  any  bona  Jide  American  citizens;" 
that,  at  the  same  time,  they  cannot,  on  evidence 
loose  and  unsatisfactory,  or  without  any  evidence 
at  all,  permit  persons  to  proceed  to  the  United 
States  to  bear  arms  against  this  country  ;  that, 
therefore,  those  who  have  been  discharged  from 
His  Majesty's  service  to  prison  as  being  Ameri- 
cans, cannot  be  released  unless,  in  each  individual 
case,  satisfactory  proof  shall  be  produced  that  the 
person  whose  release  is  demanded  is  a  natural 
born  American  citizen;  and  that,  when  such 
proof  shall  be  produced,  he  will  be  immediately 
released  from  prison  upon  the  usual  terms  of  ex- 
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change,  if  he  has  been  a  rolunteer.  or,  if  an  im-    and  I  have  to  request  that  he  may  be  discharged 
pressed  man,  freely  and  without  restriction.  j  from   His   Britannic   Majesty's  service,   in   con- 

To  prevent,  in  some  degree,  the  hardships  of  •  formity  to  the  determination  of  the  Lords  Com- 


the  measure  thus  proposed.  I  suggested  in  my 
letter  of  the  29th  May,  that  they  "would  author- 
ize competent  persons  to  examine  those  who  claim 
to  be  Americans,  and  that  such  as.  in  the  judg- 
ment of  these  persons,  are  bona  Jide  Americans, 
should  be  forthwith  released  according  to  the 
terms  of  their  letter."  I  offered  to  assist  at  such 
examinations,  and  to  communicate  any  docu- 
ments or  papers  in  my  possession  that  might  be 
considered  necessary  to  facilitate  the  object ;  and. 


missioners  of  the  Admiralty  respecting  American 
seamen,  as  communicated  to  me  by  the  Trans- 
port Board  in  their  letter  of  26th  April  last. 
I  am,  sir,  dec, 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 
J.  W.  Croker.  Esq..  Admiralty  Office. 

Certificate  of  his  birth  granted  by  the  town 
clerk  6f  the  place  wherein  he  was  born  ;  certifi- 
cate of  his  parents  being  inhabitants  of  said  place, 
authenticated  by  a  notary  public;  and  a  protec- 
tion granted  by  the  collector  of  the  district  of 


with  regard   to  those  who  might  not  be  able  to 

satisfy  these  persons  respecting  their  national  |  p^nogs'otTjatVd  23d  May ."iSlo" 
character,  I  would  cause  proper  inquiry  to  be 
made  at  the  places  to  which  tliey  respectively 
claim  to  belong  concerning  the  truth  of  their  al- 
legations, that  they  might,  in  like  manner,  be  re- 
leased when  the  proofs  which  might  have  been 
deemed  necessary  should  be  received. 


Mr.  Barrow  to  Mr.  Beasley. 
Admiralty  Office,  July  14.  1813. 
Sir  :  Having  laid   before   my  Lords  Commis- 


j  sioners  of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of  yester- 
To  this  proposition  I  have  just  received  their  ,  day's  dale  and  its  enclosures,  requesting  the  dis- 


answer,  stating  "*  that  they  have  nothing  to  add 
to  their  former  communications  on  this  subject,  by 
which  they  mean  to  abide." 

Now,  that  you  may  know  what  value  to  place 
on  the  repealed  assurances  contained  in  that  com- 
munication, I  beg  to  state  that,  since  the  9th  of 
March  last,  I  have  transmitted  documents  (many 
of  which  came  authenticated  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State)  on  beh&lf  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  persons,  impressed  and  detained  on 
board  of  British  ships,  and  that  they  have  not 
thought  proper  to  notice  a  single  case. 

What  a  prospect  for  those  unfortunate  men — 
to  linger  in  prison,  or  to  fight  against  their  coun- 
try !  This  is  literally  their  unhappy  lot ;  for  it  is 
insulting  to  talk  any  longer  of  evidence,  when  it 
is  manifest  that  none  that  could  be  produced 
would  be  found  satisfactory  ;  when  they  refuse 
even  to  examine  the  cases  ;  and  when  the  very 
language  the  victims  speak  is  considered  ^ri^na 
Jacie  evidence  against  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dice, 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  ^c. 


charge  of  Jonathan  Bigelow,  an  American,  be- 
longing to  His  Majesty's  ship  Cornelia,  I  have 
their  Lordships'  commands  to  acquaint  you  this 
man  must  join  his  ship,  in  order  that  the  neces- 
sary inquiries  may  be  made  into  his  case.  I 
herewith  return  the  documents,  and  am,  sir,  dkc. 

JOHN  BARROW. 


Extract — Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  7(^y  5.  1813. 
Notwithstanding  the  fair  promises  made  some 
time  ago  relative  to  our  citizens  who  had  been 
impressed,  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  a  dis- 
charge from  the  prison-ships. 


Mr.  Beaaley  to  Mr.  Croker. 

No.  65,  Habley  Street, 
July  13,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  an  appli- 
cation which  I  made  to  the  Transport  Board,  on 
behalf  of  Jonathan  Bigelow.  the  bearer  hereof, 
an  impressed  American  seaman,  as  also  of  the 
answer  I  have  received. 

I  now  transmit  documents  in  proof  of  his  being 
an   American,  as  mentioned  on  the  other  side. 


London,  September  1,  1813. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
case  of  Jonathan  Bigelow.  an  American  seaman, 
who  was   impressed   into   the  British  service  in 
the  year   1807,  and  has  been  held  therein  ever 
since.     In  ihe  month  of  July  last,  this  man  being 
then  on  leave  of  absence  from  the  Cornelia,  ap- 
plied to  me   to  procure  his  discharge  from  that 
ship.     I   made  a    request    to    that   effect  to   the 
Transport  Board,  informing  them  that  I  had  ex- 
amined him,  was  satisfied  he  was  an  American 
citizen,  and  that  I  had  documents  in  my  posses- 
sion, proving  that  he  was  a  native  of  Boston,  in 
I  the  State  of  Massachusetts.     To  this  I  received 
j  an   answer,  stating  that  that  Board  had  no  au- 
thority to  discharge  him,  but  that  the  documents 
I  referred  to  should  be  submitted  to  the  Lords  Com- 
I  missioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and   that,  in    the 
I  meantime,  he  must  rejoin  his  ship  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  leave,  or  otherwise  he  would  be  liable 
I  to  be  apprehended  as  a  deserter.     I  immediately 
I  made  an  application  to  the  Admiralty,  of  which 
I  transmit  herewith  a  copy,  and  received  an  an- 
swer, a  copy  of  which   is  also  enclosed,  stating 
that  he  must  join  his  ship,  in  order  that  the  ne- 
cessary inquiries  might   be   made  into  his  case. 
Having  no  means,  at  that  time,  of  sending  him 
immediately  to  the  United  States,  and  being  fear- 
ful that  he  might  be  apprehended  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  leave  and  treated  har>hly.  besides  be- 
ing considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  I  consented 
to  his  returning  to  the  ship  accordingly.     Hear- 
ing from    the  man,  after  having  returned  to  the 
service,  that  no  steps  had  been  taken  in  bis  case, 
but  tbaL  on  the  contrary,  he  had  been  draughted 
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to  serve  in  another  ship,  I  again  addressed  a  let-  '  time  ago,  namely,  on  the  9th  of  March  last  on 
ter  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  recalling  his  behalf  of  njnety-five  persons,  on  the  7th  of  April, 
case  to  thejr  coosideration,  and  repeating  my  re-  on  behalf  of  thirty,  and.  on  the  24th  of  April,  of 
quest  that  he  might  be  discharged.  To  this  I  forty  persons.  The  only  information  which  I 
have  yet  received  no  answer,  and  1  have  just  re-  have  received  from  the  Board,  relative  to  them, 
ceired  a  letter  from  the  man  himself,  staling  that  is  obtained  from  the  lists  of  American  prisoners 
the  Cydpus,  to  -.vhich  ship  he  has  been  draughted,  which  have  been  transmitted  to  me;  from  which 
is  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  the  West  Indies.  it  appears  that  some  of  those  persons  have  been 

in  this  extraordinary  case.  1  would  particularly  discharged  from  the  British  service  as  Americans, 
call  your  attention  to  the  circumstance  of  the  and  sent  to  prison;  some  of  them,  however,  are 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  desiring,  after  bemg  put  still  compelled  to  remain  in  the  service.  1  have 
in  possession  of  the  documents  transmitted  in  therefore,  now  to  request  that  such  of  these  per- 
proof  of  his  A.nerican  nativity,  that  he  should  sons,  and  those  who  have  been  discharged  to 
to  the  British  service,  for  the  purpose,  it  prison,  whose  claims  to  be  American  citizens  ap- 
pear to  be  well  founded,  may  be  immediately 
discharged,  and  allowed  to  return  to  the  United 
States. 

I  transmit  herewith  particular  statements  and 
evidence  relative  to  nineteen  seamen  who  have 
been  discharged  from  British  ships  of  war.  and 
are  now  confined  on  board  the  prison-ship  Nas- 
sau at  Chatham;  and,  as  the  evidence  of  their 
being  Americans  must,  I  conceive,  be  considered 


i  return 

^  was  alleged,  of  making  the  necessary  inquiries 

jr  into  his  case ;  their  having  since  taken  no  notice 

^',of  it  whatever,  oven  after  my  renewed  request,  is 


of  the 


r  a  clear  proof  that  his  discharge  was  not  intended, 

»   even  should  the  result  of  inquiry  respecting  him 

l  be  the  most  saiiifaclory,  and  that  that  motive  for 

t: desiring  his  return  was  assigned   merely  for  the 

V  purpose  of  again  obtaining  possession  of  him. 

J      By  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Transport     -....^ ..,  .  v,v,..vv,.t,  ^^  v...u3.uc.cu 

f  Board  un  the  2&ih  of  May  last,  a  copy  of  which  I    quite  satisfactory,  I  trust  there  will  be  no  difB- 

ft  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  some  time    culty  in  granting  their  release  in  conformity  to 

.%'ago.  the  British   Government  engaged  that  per- 

Jsons   discharged    to  prison   from   His  Britannic 

.^  Majesty's  service  as  being  Americans,  upon  my 

*j^producing  satisfactory  proofs  that  they  were  natu- 
ral born  Americans,  should  be  immediately  re 
leased  from  prison,  upon   the  usual  terms  of  ex- 

I'change.  if  they  had  volunteered  into  the  service, 

^or,  if  impressed  men,  freely  and  without  resiric- 

^tion.     The  case  of  Bigelow.  and  the  fact  that,  in 

>  the  montfis  of  March  and  April  last,  I  transmit- 

^ted  documents  and  made  representations  in  behalf 

Xof  one  hundred   and  sixty-five  unfortunate  per- 

»50ns.  Without  having  yet  ever  received  a  reply  to 

■,  any  one  qase,  must  convince  even  those  best  in- 

'.clined  to  Mieve  it.  how  little  the  practice  of  the 

British  Qovernrnent  accords  with  its  profession 


I. 


>r  Id  favor  «4f  impressed  American  seamen. 


«, 
> 


1  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 
J  R.  G. 


BEASLEY. 
Hon.  James  Momroe,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


■*.  

J,  Extract  oft  letter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  John  Mawn, 
*>'<  Esq.,  dated 

^J  London,  November  25,  1813. 

^       I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence 

V  which    I   have   lately   had   with    the   Transport 

^f.Botrd,   relative  to  some  seamen  who  have  been 

!:.urrenderod  to  prison,  as  Americans,  from  British 
ships  of  war.  from  which  you  will  perceive  the 
^little  prospect  which  the  manv  unfortunate  men. 
^  in  the  .'«ame  situation,  have  or  being  releaied  on 
.w'documentary  evidence.  I  shall,  nevertheless,  con- 
^iinue  myFxeriians  in  their  behalf. 

«  I    Mr.  BcMley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

I  SKi'TKMBKR   18,  1S13. 

havcl 


n^  '"^'l*°  "'"'"   *°  ^^*  cooMderaiion  of  the  ^ .._ —  ..w.„. 

Board  tht  ca«e.  of  tevrral  p«rhun».  claiming  to    fraudulent.'that  their  Lordiihiprdo"nVi'f«l 

De  American  ciiixm.,  on  who.e  behalf  I  trans- 1  fird  in  paying  atiy  attention  lo  thrm  ;  ana  inai 

milted  ptrtieuUr  »tateinent>  and  evidence  .ome  I  tbey  therefore  cinnoi.  without  .iii»faciory  proof 


the  assurance  contained    in    your    letter 
26th  of  May  last.     I  am.  sir,  d:c. 

R.  Q.  BEASLEY. 
Alexander  McLeay.  Esq., 

Transport  Office. 

Copy  of  the  statement  made  on  behalf  of  William 
Dews,  one  of  the  nineteen  seamen  before  mentioned. 
It  appears  from  the  books  of  the  American  con- 
sulate office  at  London,  that,  in  October,  1809. 
this  man  was  ordered  by  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  the  Admiralty  to  be  discharged,  as  an 
American,  from  the  Princess  of  Orange  ;  the  pro- 
lection  herewith  transmitted  is  the  same  which 
was  at  that  time  offered  on  his  behalf  by  the 
Consul. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beaalej. 

Transport  Office,  Oct.  20,  1813. 
Sir:  I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  transport  service,  dtc,  your 
letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures, 
claiming  the  release  of  nineteen  American  sea- 
men, represented  to  have  been  discharged  from 
British  ships  of  war.  and  lo  be  now  confined  as 
prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  Nassau  prison-ship 
at  Chatham  ;  and,  in  reply,  am  commanded  to 
acquaint  you.  that  your  said  application  having 
been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  right 
honorable  (he  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, their  Lordshins  have  directed  the  Board 
to  acquaint  you  that  William  Dews,  one  oi  the 
persons  m  question,  vai  not  discharged  in  1809, 
as  represented;  that  he  was  not  again  impressed 
ts  represented;  lod  that  his  documents,  as  well 
•s  all  the  others,  excepting  Brainard's,  (whosr 
release  was  ordered  on  the  26ih  ultimo,)  are  of 
ihnl  description  which  hare  been  so  notoriously 

'    '  satis- 
!  and  that 
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release,  as  Americans,  persons  who    have   been 
lately  serving  in  His  Majesty's  ships. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant 

ALEX.  McLEAY,  Secretary. 

R.  G.  Beasley,  Esq.,  dec. 


Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  IS'avy. 

U.  S.  Frigate  President. 
Boston,  Jan.  H,  1813. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  two  muster- 
books  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  vessels  Moselle 
and  Sappho,  found  on  board  the  British  packet 
Swallow. 

As  the  British  have  always  denied  that  they 
retained  on  board  their  ships  of  war  American 
citizens,  knowing  them  to  be  such.  I  send  you  the 
enclosed,  as  a  public  document  of  their  own.  to 
prove  how  illy  such  an  assertion  accords  with 
their  practice. 

It  will  appear  by  these  two  muster-books  that 
so  late  as  August  last,  about  an  eighth  part  of 
the  Moselle  and  Sappho's  crews  were  Ameri- 
cans; consequently,  if  there  is  only  a  quarter 
part  of  that  proportion  on  board  their  other  ves- 
sels, that  they  have  an  infinitely  greater  number 
of  Americans  in  their  service  than  any  Ameri- 
can has  yet  had  an  idea  of. 

Any  further  comment  of  mine  on  this  subject 
I  consider  unnecessary,  as  the  enclosed  docu- 
ments speak  but  loo  plainly  for  themselves. 

1  have  the  honor  lo  be.  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

The  Hon.  Pall  Ha.milton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Correspondence  between  General  Taylor  and  Cap- 
tain Barrie,  concerning  James  Balfour,  an  im- 
pressed seaman  on  board  the  Ih-agcm.j 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Cieneral  Taylor  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

Headquarters.  Norfolk. 

November  15,  1813. 

Herewith  I  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by  me  to  the  ofBcer  commanding  the 
enemy's  squadron  in  Lynnhaven,  and  of  Captain 
Barrie's  reply,  on  the  subject  of  an  American  on 
board  the  Dragon.  James  Balfour. 

This  man  has   been  twice  impressed  into  the 
British  service,  and  ban  been  the  last  time  de- 
tained some  years. 
I  have,  ice. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  (ieneral  Taylor  to  Captain 
Usrrif. 

Hkaduuartcrk,  Norfolk, 

November  15.  1813. 
Sir:  Major  Somerrille,  of  Maryland,  iron*- 
milled  to  me.  a  few  dayn  ngo,  a  letter  from  James 
Uilfour.    now   on    board    your   ship,   to   Robert 


Brough ;  which  letter,  he  stated,  had  been  given 
to  him  by  you,  accompanied  by  your  assurance 
"  that  the  man  would  be  immediately  released  on 
his  procuring  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  birth- 
place." 

I  now  transmit  to  you  such  affidavits  as  I  pre- 
sume will  be  entirely  satisfactory.  I  will  vouch 
to  you,  sir,  for  the  veracity  and  respectability  of 
the  persons  who  make  them ;  and  you  will  have 
the  best  opportunity  of  testing  them  by  inquiry 
of  the  man  himself,  of  the  facts  stated  in  them, 
which,  if  not  true,  he  cannot  corroborate,  as  there 
has  been  no  means  of  concert  between  him  and 
the  persons  making  ihem. 

Captain  Myers,  who  will  have  the  honor  to 
deliver  this,  is  accompanied  by  a  person  to  iden- 
tify Balfour. 

1  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  express- 
ing my  sense  of  the  candor  and  liberality  with 
which  you  have  acted  in  this  affair,  and  offering 
you  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ROBERT  B.  TAYLOR, 

Brigadier  General. 

The  Senior  Officer,  &.c. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Robert  Barrie,  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Dragon,  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Robert  Taylor. 

Lynnhaven  Bay.  Nov.  20,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  16lh  instant,  with  its 
enclosures,  relative  to  the  identity  of  James  Bal- 
four. 

Major  Somerville  must  have  misunderstood 
my  meaning,  when  he  stated  me  to  have  assured 
him,  "  that  the  man  would  be  immediately  re- 
leased, on  his  procuring  satisfactory  evidence  of 
his  birth-place."  What  I  intended  the  Major  to 
understand,  was,  that  on  his  procuring  the  neces- 
sary evidence  I  would  discharge  the  man  from 
the  service,  but  as  to  granting  his  unconditional 
release,  it  is  beyond  my  power.  If  it  were  not, 
your  testimony  of  the  respectability  of  the  par- 
lies who  have  made  the  affidavits  of  Balfour's 
citizenship  would  be  sufficient  evidence  with  me 
lo  order  his  discharge  immediately. 

I  represented  this  man's  case  to  my  superior 
officer  in  March  last.  His  reply  I  have  shown 
to  Captain  Myers,  in  which  I  am  directed  to  dis- 
pose of  all  persons  in  Balfour's  situation  as  pris- 
oners of  war.  All  I  can  therefore  do,  is  to  send 
the  man  to  Bermuda  as  a  prisoner.  I  will  also 
forward  the  documenis  you  have  handed  me  lo 
my  superior  officer  there,  accompanied  by  my 
conviction  that  Balfi^ir  is  an  American,  and  I 
will  write  to  Sir  John  Warren  to  request  that  he 
Will  order  Balfour  to  b«>  released,  or  at  least  ad- 
mitted to  parole,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
comply  wiin  my  requeit. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  »hall  always  feel 
great  satmfaciion  in  giving  you  every  proof  of 
my  re»ppctful  consideration. 

ROBERT  DAKIilE. 

Brigadier  General  Taylor,  dec. 
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SPIRIT  AND  MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  WAR 
}I8  WAGED  BY  THE  ENEMY. 

[Comtnunicated  to  the  House,  July  31,  1813.] 
Mr.  MjicoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  'ihat  part  of  the  Presideot's  Message 
"which  plates  lo  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which 
the  war  f/ad  been  waged  by  the  enemy."  made  the 
foilowinc  report  : 

That  ^hey  have  collected  and  arranged  all  the 
testimony  on  this  subject  which  could,  at  this 
*  time,  be  procured.  This  testimony  is  submitted 
^  to  the  copsideraiion  of  the  House,  arranged  under 
*:.  the  following  heads  : 

K'>  First.  Bad  treatment  of  American  prisoners, 
t  SecoD^.  Detention  of  American  prisoners  as 
^  British  subjects,  on  the  plea  of  nativity  in  the  do- 
;  raimons  «f  Britain,  or  of  naturalization. 
;«  Third.  Deten:ion  of  mariners,  as  prisoners  of 
^  war,  who  were  in  England  when  the  war  was 
k  declared. 

C  rican  seamen  on  board  British  ships'^of-war. 
jg      Fifth.  iViolalioo  of  flags  of  truce, 
j^      Sixth.  Ransom  of  American  prisoners  from  In- 
;    dians  in  t^e  British  service. 
f.      Seventy.  Pillage    and    destruction    of   private 
\i  property  :on    the   Chesapeake  Bay.  and    in    the 
w  neighboriig  country. 

I  EighihJ.  Massacre  and  burning  of  American 
^  prisonersisurrendered  to  officers  of  Great  Britain, 
^  by  Indiaiis  in  the  British  service.  Abandonment 
w  o(  the  retnains  of  Americans  killed  in  battle,  or 
>♦  murdered- after  the  surrender  to  the  British.  The 
pillage  ati'd  shooting  of  American  citizens,  and  the 
burning  Ci  their  houses,  after  surrender  to  the 
British  uader  the  guarantee  of  protection. 
^•5      Ninth.  Outrages  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia. 

The  evidence  under  the  first  head  demonstrates 
that  the  Ij^ritish  Government  has  adopted  a  rigor 


to  depart  witbio  a  reasonable  time  after  the  dec- 
laration of  war,  all  mariners  who   were   in  the 
dominions  of  Great  Britain,  whether  they  resort- 
ed to  her  ports,  in  time  of  peace,  for   lawful  pur- 
poses, or  were  forced  into  them  under  the  pretence 
of  illegal  commerce,  are  considered  prisoners  of 
war.     The  injustice  of  this  exception  is  not  more 
apparent   than   the  jealousy  it   discloses  towards 
j  that  ufceful  class  of  our  fellow-citizens.     But  the 
j  committee  can  but  remark,  that,  if  the  practice 
of  hiring  American   seamen   to  navigate  British 
j  vessels  is  generally  adopted  and  authorized,  and 
that  it  is  suffered  appears  from  the  advertisement 
,  of  George  Maude,  the  British  agent  at  Port  Royal. 
.  which  is  to  be  found  with  the  testimony  cottected 
,  under  the  first  head,    that   the  naval   strength  of 
that  empire  will  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  our  seamen  irv  bondage.     The  present 
war  having  changed  the  relation  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, the  pretended  right  of  impressment  can  no 
longer  be  exercised,  but  the  same  end  may  be  ac- 


% 


P^,,,,.     n^         \                 ■        /•                  .  .v'-.o'..  Lft  c*tn,i3cu.  uui  iiie  same  ena  may  oe  ac- 

bourth.  Compulsory  service  of  irapres.sed  Ame-  ;  complished  by  the  substitution  of  this  mode    Ev- 
can  se;i,oPn  nn  hn,r,t  R,;M.^.  ..;.,  .r ,  ^^y  .^^^^^   ^^^^  employed  (the  terms  of  whose 

engagement  have  not  been  ascertained)  increases 
the  naval  strength  of  the  enemy,  not  only  by  de- 
priving the  United  States  of  his  active  services, 
but  by  enabling  Great  Britain  to  carry  on.  and 
even  extend,  her  commerce,  without  diminishing 
the  number  of  sailors  employed  in  her  vessels  of 
war. 

The  testimony  collected  under  the  fourth  head 
proves,  that  it  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  offi- 
cers of  British  armed  vessels  to  force  impressed 
Americaos  to  serve  against  their  country  by 
threats,  by  corporal  punishment,  and  even  by  the 
fear  of  immediate  execution— an  instructing  com- 
mentary upon  the  professions  of  the  Goverliment 
of  its  readiness  to  release  impressed  American 
seamen,  found  on  board  ships  of  war. 

*   f  ,'  ;      '", , — K-^  »  "S"'  ■      On  the  evidence  collected  under  the  fifth  head 

-of  regu.a  ion  unfriendly  to  ihe  comfort,  and  ap-  i  it  is  only  necessary  to  observe,  that,  in  one  case 
J  j)arenlly  ^nnece^sary  to  the  safe  keeping,  of  Ame-    (the  case  of  Dr.  McKeehan,)  the  enormity  is  in- 
iricanpristners  generally.  It  shows.aUo,  instances  i  creased  by  the  circumstance  of  the  fla-r  bein^  di- 
Bpt  adepa^urelrura  the  customary  rules  of  war,  by  \  vested  of  everything  of  a  hostile  character,  havioi 
/jhe  select. on  and  confinement  m  close  prisons  of  i  solely  lor  its  object  the  relief  of  the  wounded  and 
ir«art.cula^nersnn.,n,.,K»,.o.c......:„„  „<-.,.._    I  ,,ff,,i„g  prisoners  who  were  taken  at   the  river 

Raisin  on  the  22J  January.  1813.  The  treatment 
of  Dr.  McKeehan,  not  by  the  allies  of  Britain,  but 
by  the  officers  of  her  army,  can  only  be  rationally 
accounted  for  by  the  supposition,  that  it  was  con- 
sidered good  policy  to  deter  American  surgeous 
from  going  to  the  relief  of  their  countrymen,  as 
the  Indian  surgeons  had  a  more  speedy  and  effec- 
tual mode  of  relieving  their  sufferings. 

The  evidence  respecting  the  ransom  of  Ameri- 
can prisoners  from  Indians,  collected  under  the 
sixth  head,  deserves  attention,  principally  from 
the  policy  it  indicates,  and  as  it  is  connected  with 
Indian  cruelties.  Considering  the  savages  as  an 
auxiliary  military  force  in  the  pay  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  amount  of  ransom  may  be  regarded  as 
part  of  their  stipulated  compensation  for  military 
service ;  and.  as  ransoms  would  be  increased,  and 
their  value  enhanced,  by  the  terror  inspired  by  the 
most  shocking  birbarities,  it  may  be  fairly  con- 
cluded, whatever  may   be  the   intention  of  the 


JparticulaiJ  persons,  and  the  transportation  of  them, 
f  for  undefr;ied  causes,  from  the  ports  of  the  Briiisii 
ftolonies  \.o  the  inland  of  Great  Britain. 
Wi  The  evidence  under  thesecond  head  establishes 
k^ihe  fact,  rhat,  however  the  practice  of  detaining 
jt  Americaij  citizens  as  British  subjects  may  be  re- 
^<farded  as  to  the  principle  it  involves,  that  such 
;'^etenlioni  coniioue  to  occur,  through  the  agency 
^oi  the  najral  and  other  commanders  of  that^Gov- 
»*rnment.  -  It  proves,  too,  that,  however  unwilling 
.io  allow  ijther  nations  to  naturalize  her  subjects, 
••^ireai  BriVain  is  disposed  \<^  enforce  the  obligation 
-..nlered  ibto  by  iheir  citizens,  when  naturalized 
|iiader  he;  own  laws.  This  practice,  even  sup- 
•posing  tbv'  release  of  every  person  thus  detained, 
/obviously,  subjects  our  captured  citizens,  upon 
»•  pere  su^p^clon.  to  hardships  and  perils  from  which 
<hey  ouglit  to  be  exempt,  according  to  the  estab- 
lished ruU's  in  relation  to  prisoners  of  war. 

The  evidence  under  the  third  head  shows  that, 
'hile  all  other  American  citizens  were  permitted 
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British  Qovernment.  that  the  practice  of  redeem- 
ing captives  by  pecuniary  means  will  be  occa- 
sionally quickened,  by  the  butchery  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  and  by  indignities  offered  to  their  remains, 
as  long  as  the  Indians  are  employed  by  the  enemy. 
The  justice  of  this  conclusion  is  confirmed  by  the 
testimony  of  those  witnesses  who  were  retained 
after  ransom  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  testimony  collected  under  the  seventh  head 
shows,  that  the  private  property  of  unarmed  citi- 
zens has  been  pillaged  by  the  officers  and  crews 
of  the  British  vessels  of  war  on  our  coast,  their 
houses  burnt,  and  places  of  public  worship  muti- 
lated and  defiled.  It  appears  that  the  officers, 
animated  by  the  presence  of  Admiral  Cockburnj 
particularly  distinguished  themselves  in  these  ex- 
ploits. This  evidence  proves,  that  they  were  gov- 
erned by  the  combined  motives  of  avarice  and 
revenge;  not  satisfied  with  bearing  off.  for  their 
own  convenience,  the  valuable  articles  found,  the 
others,  which  furnished  no  allurements  to  their 
cupidity,  were  wantonly  defaced  and  destroyed. 
It  has  been  alleged,  in  palliation  of  these  acts  of 
wanton  cruelly,  that  a  flag  sent  on  shore  by  the 
Admiral  was  fired  upon  by  the  American  militia. 
The  evidence  proves  this  not  to  have  been  the 
fact.  This  pretence  has  been  resorted  to  only 
to  excuse  conduct  which  no  circumstances  can 
justify. 

The  committee  forbear  to  make  any  observa- 
tionsuponthetebiimony  collected  under  the  eighth 
head,  from  a  perfect  conviction  that  no  person  of 
this  or  any  other  nation  can  read  the  simple  nar- 
rative of  the  different  witnesses  of  the  grossest 
violations  of  honor,  justice,  and  humanity,  with- 
out the  strongest  emotions  of  indignation  and  hor- 
ror. That  these  outrages  were  perpetrated  by 
Indians  is  neither  palliation  nor  excuse.  Every 
civilized  nation  is  answerable  for  the  conduct  of 
the  allies  under  their  command,  and,  while  they 
partake  of  the  advantages  of  their  successes,  they 
are  equally  partakers  of  the  odium  of  their  crimes. 
The  British  forces  concerned  in  the  affair  of  the 
22d,  at  the  river  Raisin,  are  more  deeply  impli- 
cated in  the  infamy  of  these  transactions  than  by 
this  mode  of  reasoning,  however  correct.  The 
massacre  of  the  23d  January,  after  the  capitula- 
tion, was  perpetrated  without  any  exertion  on 
their  pan  lo  prevent  it ;  indeed,  it  is  apparent, 
from  all  the  circumstances,  that,  if  the  British 
officers  did  not  connive  at  their  destruction,  they 
were  criminally  indifferent  about  the  fate  of  the 
wounde(^|risoners.  Butwhat  marksmorestrongly 
the  degraVtion  of  the  character  of  the  British  sol- 
diers IS,  the  refusal  of  the  last  offices  of  humanity 
to  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  The  bodies  of  our  coun- 
trymen were  exposed  lo  every  indignity,  and  be- 
came food  for  brutes,  in  the  sight  of  men  who 
affect  a  sacred  regard  to  the  dictates  of  honor  and 
religion.  Low,  indeed,  is  the  character  of  that 
army  which  is  reduced  to  the  confession  that  their 
savage  auxiliaries  will  not  permit  them  to  jjerform 
the  rites  of  sepulture  to  the  slain.  The  committee 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  even  the  expression 
of  that  detestation  which  such  conduct  must  in- 
spire from  the  military  or  civil  authority  on  the 
13lhCoN.  2dSK3s.— 71 


Canadian  frontier,  unless  such  detestation  is  to  be 
presumed  from  the  choice  of  an  Indian  trophy  as 
an   ornament  for  the  legislative  hall  of  Upper 
i  Canada. 

i  The  committee  have  considered  it  their  duty 
I  to  submit  the  evidence  collected  under  the  ninth 
I  head  of  the  atrocities  committel  at  Hampton,  al- 
:  though  these  enormities  have  been  committed 
j  since  their  appointment.  These  barbarities  may 
I  be  rationally  considered  as  the  consequence  of  the 
example  set  by  the  officers  of  the  naval  force  on 
our  coast.  Human  turpitude  i^  always  progress- 
ive, and  soldiers  are  prepared  for  the  perpetration 
of  the  most  dreadful  crimes  by  the  commission 
of  minor  offences  with  impunity.  That  troops 
who  had  been  instigated  by  the  example  of  their 
officers  to  plunder  the  properly  and  burn  the 
houses  of  unarmed  citizens,  should  proceed  to 
rape  and  murder,  need  not  excite  surprise,  how- 
ever it  may  inspire  horror.  For  every  detestable 
violation  of  humanity  an  excuse  is  fabricated  or 
found.  The  wounded  prisoners  o:i  the  Northern 
frontier  were  massacred  by  Indians  ;  the  sick  mur- 
dered ;  and  the  women  violated  at  Hampton,  by 
the  foreign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain. 
These  pretexts,  admitting  them  to  be  true,  are  as 
disgraceful  as  the  conduct  which  made  a  resort 
to  them  necessary.  Honor  and  magnanimity  not 
only  forbid  the  soldier  to  perpetrate  crimes,  but 
require  every  exertion  on  his  part  to  prevent  them. 
If,  in  defiance  of  discipline,  acts  of  violence  are 
committed  upon  any  individual  entitled  to  pro- 
tection, the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  offend- 
er can  alone  vindicate  the  reputation  of  the  nation 
by  whom  he  is  employed.  Whether  such  exertions 
were  made  by  the  British  soldiers,  or  the  charac- 
ter of  the  British  nation  thus  vindicated,  the  evi- 
dence will  show. 

The  shrieks  of  the  innocent  victims  of  infernal 
lust,  at  Hampton,  were  heard  by  the  American 
prisoners,  but  were  too  weak  to  reach  the  ears  or 
disturb  the  repose  of  the  British  officers,  whose 
duty,  as  men,  required  them  to  protect  every  fe- 
male whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  thrown  into 
their  power.  The  committee  will  not  dwell  oi» 
this  hateful  subject.  Human  language  affords  no 
termsstrongenough  to  express  the  emotions  which 
the  examination  of  this  evidence  has  awakened  ; 
they  rejoice  that  these  acts  have  appeared  so  in- 
credible to  the  American  people,  and,  for  the  honor 
of  human  nature,  they  deeply  regret  that  the  evi- 
dence so  clearly  establishes  their  truth.  In  the 
correspondence  between  the  commander  of  the 
American  and  British  forces  will  be  found  what 
is  equivalent  to  an  admission  of  the  facts  by  the 
British  commander.  The  committee  have  yet  to 
learn  that  the  punishment  of  the  offenders  has  fol- 
lowed the  conviction  of  thtir  guil'.  The  power 
of  retaliation  being  vested  by  law  in  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate,  no  measure  is  considered  neces- 
sary to  be  proposed  but  the  resolution  annexed  to 
this  report.  As  such  enormities,  instead  of  in- 
spiring terror,  as  was  probably  intended,  are,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  contrary  effect,  they  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  the  following  resolution: 
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Retailed.  Thst   the  President  of  the  United 
States   be  requested   to  have  collected   and   pre- 
sented t&this  House,  durinof  the  continuance  of 
^    the  present  war,  evidence  of  every  departure  by 

*  the  eneniy  from  the  ordinary  modes  of  conduct- 
/^■'  iog  war  among  civilized  nations. 

#^  ': 

'  DOCUMENTS. 

I  Ho.  1. — Bad  treatment   of  American  Prisoners 

^.  by  the  British. 

»♦  }  Washington.  May  24,  1813. 

S  StH  :  1  have  received  your  favor  of  the  22d  in- 
■ff  Jtant,  and  hasten  to  reply  to  the  questions  therein, 
C  respecting  the  case  of  Captain  Jeduthan  Upton, 
y  lale  cormnandet  of  the  privateer  brig  Hunter,  of 
.«  Salem.  ^Captain  Upton  was  taken  in  the  month, 
,  I  believe,  of  November  last,  offthe  Western  islands, 
■4  by  the  British  frigate  Phccbe,  Captain  Hilliard. 
^  Iq  chase,  Capiam  Upton,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases, 
f '.threw  hig  guns  overboard  to  ease  his  vessel,  in 
A'*hopes  by  that  means  to  facilitate  his  escape  from 
^  the  enerpy ;  but  this  not  availing,  he  was,  as 
4  above  »tated,  taken  and  carried  into  Plymouth,  in 
f  England,  where,  on  his  arrival,  he  was  immedi- 
J  ately,  with  his  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Wayne,  put 
'v-into  MiQ  prisoii).  and  refused  his  parol,  on  the 
k  plea  he  uad  not  on  board,  when  captured,  four- 
»  teen  mounted  carriage  guns  above  the  caliber  of 

*  four  poi/nders.  After  having  been  thus  closely 
*►  confined;for  three  or  four  months  in  a  Pithy  jail, 
%  they  were  in  the  month  of  March  taken  out  and 
*.  seat  on  t»oard  the  prison  ship  at  Chatham,  where, 
^  when  I  left  England  in  April  last,  they  still  were, 
«^  in  a  worse  situation,  if  possible,  than  in  Mill  prison. 
♦;The  allowance,  sir,  to  American  prisoners,  in 
i  England,  you  are  acquainted  with;  it  is  there- 
in fore,  not  necessary  for  me  to  mention  it  here.  It 
^'isbutjusiice  tosute,  that  the  captain  of  the  Phoebe 
jjjpetitioned  the  Transport  Board,  and  used  every 
y  exertion  in  his  power  to  obtain  the  parols  of  Cap- 
y  tain  Uptnn  and  Mr.  Wayne,  but  all  would  not  do ; 
^they  were  deaf  to  his  petition,  lost  as  they  are  to 
^  every  sejiiiment  of  honor,  and  every  principle  of 
^.humanity. 

^  Except  Captain  Upton  and  his  first  lieutenant, 
all  the  rest  of  hi«  officers  and  crew  were  sent  on 
.'  board  the  prison  ship  on  their  first  arrival  at  Ply- 
^  mouth;  dinong  them  was  the  doctor  of  the  Hun- 
»  ter,  Mr.  Carter,  who  came  home  in  the  cartel 
Jj^^Robinsou  Potter;  What  I  have  stated  respecting 
^he  treatment  of 'Captain  Upton  and  Mr.  Wayne, 
^■^  know  to  be  facEs,  as  I  had  the  honor  of  spending 
It  twenty-four  hours  in  Mill  prison  with  them,  and  I 
;.  heard  those  facti  related  bv  themselves.  I 

•'      Very  respectfully,  &c.    '     A.  COFFIN,  Jr.      , 

v;  i.  Mason.  Esd-  Com.  Gen.  of  Prisoners. 

t  _____       -^  I 

<  '  * 

'        NAVif  Yahc,  Charlestown,  June  3.  1813. 

^  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  depo- 
5»ition  re--pecting  the  inhuman  treatment,  which 
^  Mr.  Nicf^iols,  late  commander  of  the  private  arm- 

*  ed  ship  Decatur,  belonging  to  Nt-wburyport,  has 
y  received  from  trie  British  Government  at  Barba- 
1^  does.    liiav^  been  credibly  informed   that  Cap- 


tain Nichols  is  a  very  respectable  and  correct 
man,  therefore  a  fair  presumption,  thit  he  has  not 
committed  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  ought  to 
deprive  him  o(  the  established  rights  of  a  prisoner 
of  war.  Any  measure  which  the  Government  of 
our  country  may  see  proper  to  adopt  in  conse- 
quence of  this  communication,  I  shall  readily  at- 
tend to.     I   have  the  honor,  &-c. 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 
Hon.  W.  Jones,  Sec^ry  Navy. 

I,  James  Foot  of  Newburyport,  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
mariner,  testify  and  depose,  that  I  was  a  prize 
master  on  board  the  private  armed  brigantine  De- 
catur, of  Newburyport,  in  her  late  cruise,  Wil- 
liam Nichols,  commander;  that,  on  the  ISth  day 
of  January,  now  last  past,  the  said  brigantine  was 
captured  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate  Sur- 
prise, commanded  by  Captain  Cochran,  and  car- 
ried into  Barbadoes.  After  our  arrival  in  Barba- 
does,  Captain  Nichols,  with  the  other  officers  of 
the  Decatur,  were  paroled.  About  two  months 
after  our  arrival,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate 
Vesta  arrived  in  Barbadoes,  and  through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  commander  of  the  Vesta,  Captain 
Nichols,  without  any  known  or  pret<?nded  cause, 
was  arrested  and  held  in  close  confinement,  with- 
out liberty  to  speak  to  any  of  his  officers  or  any 
other  American.  The  place  where  Captain  Nich- 
ols was  confined,  was  about  four  feet  in  width,  nnd 
about  seven  feet  in  length,  on  board  a  prison  ship, 
where  he  remained  for  thirty-four  days,  as  nearly 
as  I  can  recollect,  and  was  then  taken  on  board 
His  Majesty's  ship  Tribune,  and  carried  to  Eng- 
land. What  the  cause  of  the  unwarrantable  and 
unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  enemy  towards  Cap- 
tain Nichols  was,  I  am  unable  to  state;  there 
were  several  reports  in  circulation  ;  one  was,  that 
he  was  to  be  carried  to  England  and  held  a  pris- 
oner until  the  release  of  certain  men  in  France, 
from  whom  Captain  Nichols  recaptured  his  ves- 
sel, which  had  been  taken  by  the  British  before 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war  between 
the  two  countries:  another  report  was,  that  he 
was  to  be  held  until  the  close  of  the  war,  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  been  active  against  the  enemy, 
since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and  hav- 
ing been  fortunate  in  a  former  cruise. 

JAMES  FOOT. 

MAsaACBvaExra,  Essex,  8s: 

On  this  thirty-first  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1813.  personally  appeared  James 
Foot,  the  subscriber  to  the  foregoing  deposition, 
and  made  solemn  oath  that  the  same  is  true. 

Before  me,  JACOB  GERRISH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Extract  ot  a  letter  from  the  Conimiiuary  (icneral  of 
Priaonerc.to  Alexander  Stewart,  Esq.,  United  States' 
Agent  for  pri:K>ners  at  Jamaica,  dated 

May  1,  1813. 
"  I  enclose  you   a  copy  of  an  advertisement, 
said  to  have  been  taken  from  a  Jamaica  newspa- 
per, apparently  pot  forth  by  the  British  agent  for 
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prisoners,  proposing  to  hire  out  American  prison- 
ers; vou  will  inquire  into  this  matter,  and  if  it 
be  as  has  been  stated,  you  will  remonstrate  strong- 
ly against  such  a  practice,  and  inform  me  of  the 
practice  and  the  result." 

[Referred  to  in  the  preceding  extract] 

Port  Royal,  Nov.  25,  1812. 
Masters  of  vesisels  about  to  proceed  to  England 
with  convoy,  are  informed  that  they  may  be  sup- 
plied with  a  limited  number  of  American  seamen 
(prisoners  of  war)  to  assist  lo  navigating  their 
Teasels,  on  the  usual  terms,  by  applying  to 

GEORGE  MAUDE,  Agent. 


Extract  from  a  memurial  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  by  James  Orm,  Joseph  B.  Cook,  Thomas 
Humphnes,  and  others,  masters  of  American  ves- 
sels, who  were  prisoners  of  war  in  England,  and 
returned  to  the  United  States  in  the  cartel  ship 
Robinson  Potter. 

"  We  shall  now  proceed   to   give   as  correct  a 
statement  as  we  can  of  the  treatment  of  our  coun- 
trymen (prisoners  of  war)  by  the  British  in  Eng- 
land.   On  the  arrival  at  Plymouth  of  the  masters, 
first  males,  supercargoes,   and    passengers,  they 
are  sent   to  Mill  prison,   for  one  day  and   night; 
they  have  an    iron   bedstead  to  sleep  on,  with  a 
small  mattress  which  might  easily  be  put  into  a 
countryman's  wallet,  and  a  small  coarse  blanket. 
The  allowance  for  twenty-four  hours,  is  three 
small  salt  herrings,  or  about  the  same  weight  of 
salted  codfish,  or  half  a  pound  of  beef,  one  and  a 
half  pounds  of  black  bread,  a  little  salt,  &c.    The 
second  day  they  are  paroled  and  sent  to  Ashbur- 
ton,  twenty-four  miles  from  Plymouth  ;  they  must 
pay  their  own  expenses  to  get  there.    While  they 
are  there  they  are  allowed  Is.  3d.  per  diem,  or  Ss. 
9d.  sterling  per  week.  Beef  is  lOd.  per  pound,  bread 
in  proportion,  and  every  other  necessary  equally 
dear.     The  mates,   who  have  nothing  but  their 
pay  to  live  upon,  join  together,  eight  or  ten  in  a 
mess,   hire  a  room,  and  do   their  own  cooking, 
washing,  dtc,  and  in  this  way  make  out  to  keep 
from  starving.     Masters,  supercargoes,  and   pas- 
sengers generally,  have  other  resources,  through 
their  correspondents  in  England,  and  make  out 
to  live,  by  great  economy,  at  from  30».  to  35s.  ster- 
ling per  week;  the  second  mates  and  other  offi- 
cers are  sent  on  board  the  difl'ereni   prison  ships. 
Oa  board  some  of  them  they  are  treated  by  the 
commanding  officer  as  well  as  the  nature  of  their 
situation  will  admit;  on   board  of  some  others, 
they  are  very  badly  treated.     This,  it  will  natu- 
rally occur  to  you,  sir.  is  owing  lo  the  different 
characters  of  the  different  commanders.     Their 
allowance   is  ten  and  a  half  pounds  of  brown 
bread,  two  and  a  half  pounds  beef,  two  pounds  bad 
fish,  two  pounds  potatoes,  and  ten  ounces  barley 
per  week,  for  each  man,  and  five  ounces  salt  per 
week,  for  ten  men.     The   prison  >hips  are  kept 
very  filthy,  and  the  prisoners  are  confined  below 
at  4  P.  M.,  and  are  kept  in  that  situation  until 
7  or  8  A.M.     At  Portsmouih.  particularly,  they 
are  very  sickly,  and  we  are  informed  die  very  fast, 
some  days  from  eight  to  ten ;  in  fact,  they  are 


very  sickly  on  board  all  of  them  ;  several  of  this 

description  came  home  in  the  Robinson  Potter 
cartel,  and  had,  when  they  came  on  board,  the 
appearance  of  having  made  their  escape  from  a 
church-yard.  It  is  not  perhaps  amiss,  that  we 
should  state  what  we  firmly  believe  ;  that  is,  it  is 
the  policy  of  the  British  Government  to  select 
the  sickly  to  be  first  sent  in  cartels,  and  keep  the 
hale  and  hardy  seamen  until  they  become  sickly  ; 
thus  rendering  the  whole  of  those  gallant  sods  of 
Neptune,  who  escape  death,  when  they  return  to 
their  homes,  at  least  for  some  time,  perfectly 
useless  to  themselves,  and  quite  so  to  their  coun- 
try, from  their  debilitated  state ;  and,  in  fact,  the 
probability  is.  that  many  of  them  will  carry  to 
their  graves  the  indelible  stamp  upon  their  con- 
stitutions of  the  treatment  which  they  received 
on  board  British  prison-ships;  for  that  nation 
seems  to  havf  lost  its  boasted  humanity,  and  if 
we  did  not  find  the  word  in  their  vocabulary,  we 
should  suppose  it  had  never  found  a  place  there. 
Many  of  the  seamen,  prisoners  on  board  those 
prison-ships,  are  impressed  Americans,  who  have 
given  themselves  up,  refusing  to  fight  agaiost 
I  their  country. 

••  Four  hundred  on  board  the  fleet  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, a  short  time  before  we  left  England, 
surrendered  themselves,  and  were  sent  to  Gibral* 
tar  and  England ;  several  of  them  were  most  se- 
verely flogged  for  refusing  to  do  their  duty,  were 
put  in  irons,  and  most  of  them,  to  their  immortal 
credit,  submitted   to  the  severest  punishment  io 
preference  to  assist  the  enemies  of  their  country. 
Some  of  us,  whose  signatures  are  annexed,  were 
witnesses  to  the  cruel  fact.     A  tablet  of  gold  is 
not  rich  enough   to  inscribe  the  names  of  such 
men  upon  ;  and  when  a  country  can  boast  of  such 
seamen,  she  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  enemy 
on   the  ocean   on   any   equal    footing.     Caplaio 
Jeduthan  Upton,  late  master  of  the  private  armed 
brig  Hunter,  of  Salem,  of  fourteen  guns,  because 
he  threw  them  overboard   in  chase,  was  not  al- 
lowed his   parole,  but  kept  in  close  confinement 
for  a  long  time  in  Mill  prison,  and  lately  has  been 
sent  on   board  a   prison-ship  at  Chatham.     We 
mention  these  facts  in   hopes  that  Government 
will  retaliate  exactly  in  the  same  way.     Captaia 
Samuel  Turner,  lale  master  of  the  Purse  schooner, 
of  New  York,  was  taken  on  his  passage  to  France, 
in  October,  1811,  prior  to  the  war,  and  in  retak- 
ing his  vessel,  the  prize  master,  a  British  mid- 
shipman, was  killed  ;  he  arrived  safely  in  France, 
ancJ  on  his  return  to  America,  was  again  taken, 
in  June.  1812,  and  sent  to  England,  when   being 
recognised,  he  was  immediately  arrested  and  sent 
on  board  the  St.  Salvador,  Admiral  Calder's  flag 
ship,  at  Plymouth,  where  he  remained  a  close 
prisoner  until  about  January  or  February  last, 
when   lie  was  sent   on    board   the  prison-ship  at 
Chatham,  where  we  fear  he  will  remain   until 
death  relieves  him  ;  he  has  been  very  ill  treated, 
much  abused,  put  in  irons,  and  often  threatened 
to  be  hanged.    These  facts,  some  of  us  who  sign 
this  were  witness  to.     We  pray,  in  the  name  of 
justice,  that  Government  will  take,  without  de- 
lay, the  case  of  Captain  Turner,  into  their  »e- 
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rioas  cobsideration ;  it  is  a  case  which  we  think 
demands  it;  and  the  only  way  to  prevent  that 
nation  ft'om  coaimitliDg  further  outrages  so  de- 
grading, to  human  nature.  We  find  in  Ronoan 
history,  that  an  injury  or  insult  ofiTered  to  a  Ro- 
man citizen  by  a  foreign  Power,  was  considered 
as  an  insult  offe^red  to  the  whole  Roman  nation, 
and  hop^  this  will  also  be  the  American  creed, 
because ;we  beheve  it  will  be  the  surest  way  of 
putting  a  stop  tp  those  indignities  which  Ameri- 
cans have  so  often  been  obliged  to  suffer.  We 
are,  hoi^ever,  do  advocates  for  cruelly,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  for  lenity  ;  yet  we  still  believe  that, 
in  certain  cases,  retaliation  is  not  only  necessary, 
but  becomes  a  duty  to  prevent  further  cruellies 
on  the  {tart  of  an  enemy." 

»  .  I  

]  ■     Nassad.  November  27,  1812. 

Dear;  Brother  :  I  embrace  this,  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  communicating  to  you,  that,  on 
the  9ih   instant,  Sfteen  days  out,  we  fell  in  with 
and  capiured  the  fine  copper-bottomed  ship  Ve- 
nus, vessel  and  cargo  worth  at  least  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars.     On  the  twelfth,  pursuing  our 
course,  and  within  five  day's  run  of  your  place, 
we  were   captured   by  His  Majesty's  sloop  Mo- 
selle, George  Moubray,  commander,  and  brought 
into  thii  place.    We  remained  on  board  the  sloop 
two  or  three  days,  and  on  the    19ih  were  trans- 
ferred from  thence  to  the  prison-ship,  where  we 
are  noy  imprisoned,  with   an   allowance  of  six 
ounces pf  bread,  three  gills  of  rice,  eight  ounces 
of  the  Vorst  of  beef,  including  bone,  which  is  as 
much  i^s  meat,  with  as  much  brackish  water  as 
we  can:  use ;  gMarded  day  and  night  by  ten  or  fif- 
teen savage  Africans,  who  are  total  strangers  to 
humanity,  and  contined   every  evening  at  sun- 
down, not  to  he  released  until  sun-rise,  abused  to 
the  lowest  degree  by  the  guard,  and  compelled  to 
find  salt  for.  and   cook,  our  own    victuals  with 
green  eoangoe$.     None  of  us  are  ever  permitted, 
under  ainy  conditions  whatever,  to  visit  the  shores, 
with  roany  other  barbarous  acts,  which  are  too 
numert)us   to   describe.     This  will   be  conveyed 
by  theicarlel  jiloop,  Captain   Cooper,   being  the 
secondjcartel  Which  has  sailed  since  our  arrival 
here.    * 

A  s(}hooner  from  Baltimore  was  only  allowed 
eight  ijoea,  and  Cooper,  who  brought  sixty-four 
prisoners,  is  only  allowed  eighteen  in  return, 
while  fVe,  eighteen  in  number,  are  detained  in 
this  mi,3erable  place;  fur  which  we  cannot  assign 
any  re«son.  except  to  punish  us  as  privateersmen, 
or  as  hostages  for  those  twelve  lately  detained  in 
Chapltvstou  ;  this  last  is  the  general  belit-f,  and  as 
such.  I  deem  a  communication  of  the  circum- 
stance essential  to  Commodore  Dent, commander 
of  the  Souihfrn  station,  that  he  may  look  to  it 
and  inviuire  the  cause  why  Americans  are  to  be 
detained  here;  two  or  three  months,  while  more 
pri$oa<rs  have  been  received  here,  by  a  great 
many,jthan  what  have  been  sent  to  the  United 
States-^  Men-who  have  arrived  here  since  we, 
have  Ijeen  senk  off;  ihey  proceed  wilh  no  degree 
of  regjalarity  jn  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and 

i       . 
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act  in  open  contradictioD  to  everything  right, 
and  I  really  believe  that,  except  you  make  known 
the  circumstances,  and  use  some  favorable  exer- 
tions, that  some  of  us  will  be  intentionally  de- 
tained until  the  end  of  our  present  contest  with 
Great  Britain. 

As  I  wish  your  exertions  for  cur  exchange,  I 
have  subjoined  a  list  of  those  who  are  thus  mis- 
erably treated,  that  we  may  be  demanded  in  a 
proper  way.  The  Rapid's  crew  have  been  im- 
prisoned here  nearly  three  months,  and  have  now 
no  prospect  of  getting  away,  wh:le  the  crews  of 
two  other  privateers  hare  been  released. 

Crew  of  the  Lovely  Lass. — Lieutenant  Auiine 
Lambert,  William  L.  Robeson,  William  Thom- 
as. John  Crandel,  David  Ashton,  John  Garaa- 
che,  John  Hynes,  Darius  Swain,  and  John  Mc- 
Kenzie. 

Rapid's  Crew. — Captain  Lameson.  Peter  La 
Vella,  George  Alexander.  James  T.Miller,  Fran- 
cis Martin,  and  Gaugion  Bigulows. 

Other  Prisoners. — Simon  West  and  Matthew 
Bridge. 

I  wrote  Mr.  Peck,  and  requested  him  to  forward 
me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  some  one  here,  and 
also  a  protection  showing  that  I  am  an  American. 
As  it  is  possible  that  he  may  not  get  ray  leiter, 
you  will  notice  my  request,  and  pay  that  aiten- 
tion  which  it  deserves.  I  mentioned,  in  my  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Peck,  that  any  funds  which  I  received 
here  would  be  returned  on  application,  as  ray  ex- 
penditures will,  through  an  economical  principle, 
be  as  small  as  possible.  I  indulge  the  hope  that 
you  will  conform  to  my  wishes  in  this  particular, 
and  also  inform  Mr.  Kelly  of  our  imprisonment 
here,  and  request  bis  intluence  in  facilitating  our 
exchange,  wilh  any  other  .service. 

We  have  no  chance  of  gaining  information 
here.  Every  person  uses  every  exertion  to  keep 
us  in  ignorance  ;  however,  we  are  enabled  to  say, 
that  the  English  prisoners  have  generally  com- 
bined in  speaking  well  of  the  treatment  they  re- 
ceived in  the  United  States. 
I  am.  your  affectionate  brother, 

WM.  L.  ROBESON. 
Capt.  Thomas  J.  Robeson. 
N.  B.  The  Moselle.  Rhodian,  and  Variable, 
three  men  of  war,  have  just  convoyed  five  or  six 
vessels  over  the  bar,  bound  to  some  part  of  Eng- 
land ;  it  is  supposed  that  they  will  return  to  cruise 
off  Charleston.  In  case  you  address  or  send  any- 
thing for  me  to  this  place,  you  will  direct  to  the 
care  of  Messrs.  Bain.  Dunshe.  dc  Co.,  merchants 
here,     i  am,  yours,  6cc.  W.  L.  R. 


Hartford.  May  9,  1813. 

Sir:  Annexed  is  Captain  Samuel  Chew's  dep- 
osition, taken  before  Judge  Edwards,  at  New 
Haven.  We  expected  it  in  season  to  have  for- 
warded it  by  Mr.  Dodd,  but  received  it  last  even- 
ing by  Mr.  Huntington,  the  United  States' Attor- 
ney for  Connecticut  district,  and  now  forward  it 
to  you  per  mail     Yours,  respectfully. 

LUTHER  SAVAGE,  i  Co. 

Hon.  James  Monroe. 
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Connecticut  Dibthict,  m. 

On  this  day,  the  7th  of  May.  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  e.jjhleen  hundred  and  thirteen,  personally 
came  before  me,  Pierpont  Edwards,  Judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district 
aforesaid.  Samuel  Chew,  of  the  city  of  New  Ha- 
ven, in  the  said  district,  and  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth,  That  he  was  at  Bridgetown,  in  the 
Island  of  Barbadoes.  in  the  West  Indies,  in  the 
month  of  February  now  last  past;  that,  on  board 
the  prison-ship  at  Barbadoes,  there  were  confined 
about  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  American 
prisoners,  of  the  crews  of  private  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States  and  merchantmen,  captured 
since  the  war.  At  the  time  ihe  de[)onent  was 
at  Barbadoes  ihe  American  prisoners  were  sup- 
plied with  bread  and  some  meat ;  as  to  vegetables, 
the  deponent  was  not  informed.  The  regula- 
tions on  board  the  said  prison-ship  compelled  the 
prisoners  to  go  below  decks,  where  they  were 
confined  at  evening  and  until  morning;  as  many 
as  could  were  suspended  in  hammocks,  and  still 
there  was  not  sufl5cient  room  below  them  for  all 
to  lie  down.  In  this  respect  the  situation  of  the 
prisoners  was  not  only  extremely  uncomfortable, 
but  hazardous,  and  more  especially,  should  there 
be,  as  was  apprehended,  a  scarcity  of  provisions 
during  the  approaching  hot  months.  The  depo- 
nent was  nol  permitted  to  go  on  board  said  prison- 
ship,  but  derived  his  information  from  masters  of 
vessels,  prisoners  at  said  island,  who  were  allowed 
occasionally  to  go  on  board  said  prison-ship,  with 
whom  the  deponent  is  personally  acquainted,  and 
in  whose  representations  he  has  the  most  perfect 
confidence,  and  entertains  no  doubt  of  the  facts 
by  them  stated;  and  this  statement  is  given  at 
the  request  of  the  friends  of  some  of  the  prison- 
ers at  Barbadoes,  particularly  of  the  crew  of  the 
privateer  Blockade,  at  Hartford. 

PIERPONT  EDWARDS. 
District  Judge  oj  Connecticut  Dist. 

I,  Pierpont  Edwards,  Judge  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Connecticut 
district,  do  hereby  certify  and  make  known  to  all 
whom  it  may  concern,  that  Captain  Samuel 
Chew,  the  within  named  deponent,  is  a  gentle- 
man lo  me  well  known,  having  known  him  for 
many  years;  he  is  the  son  of  Captain  Samuel 
Chew,  late  of  ihe  city  of  New  Haven,  deceased, 
and  who  fell  by  a  cannon  ball  on  board  an  Ame- 
rican vessel  during  the  Revolutionary  war;  that 
the  said  deponent  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  and 
attached  to  the  Constitution  and  Government  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence is  due  to  his  said  representations  so  as 
aforesaid  sworn  to. 

PIERPONT  EDWARDS, 
District  Judge  of  Connecticut  Dist. 


MiLviLLB  Prison,  August  30,  1812. 

Sir:  We  the  subscribers,  for  ourselves  and  our 

countrymen,  now  confined  as  prisoners  of  war  in 

Milville  prison,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  beg  leave 

to  represent  to  the  American  Government,  that 


most  of  us  have,  for  years  past,  made  commerce 
our  sole  employment  and  hope,  in  which,  for 
seven  years  or  more,  we  have  often  been  wan- 
tonly robbed  by  the  English  of  what  we  had  ac- 
quired by  industry  and  danger,  and  while  they 
stripped  us  of  our  property,  they  often  treated  us 
wilh  the  greatest  indignity,  and  even  barbarity. 

We  have  seen  and  known  that  they  have  vio- 
lated the  sacred  privilege  of  individual  liberty 
and  ihe  law  of  nations ;  we  are  conscious  of  the 
long  forbearance  of  our  Government,  and  their 
repeated  calls  upon  the  honor  and  justice  of  the 
British  nation,  which,  instead  of  redress,  added 
other  injuries,  and  when  the  hope  of  amicable 
remuneration  had  failed,  and  fur  retaliation  our 
Government  was  forced  to  the  last  resort,  an  ap- 
peal to  arras,  we  felt  the  justness  of  our  cause, 
and  hoped  for  the  blessing  of  Heaven  for  success. 
To  serve  our  country  and  to  make  up  the  losses 
which  we  had  sustained,  we,  under  commissions 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  entered 
on  board  of  privateers, and  have  unfortunately  been 
captured  by  the  British.  We  would  slate,  that, 
in  many  instances  after  we  had  struck  our  colors, 
we  were  fired  upon  by  cannon  and  muskets,  by 
broadsides  and  volleys,  and  some  of  our  men 
killed,  and,  after  our  captors  had  come  on  board, 
someof  ushave  been  struck  and  severely  wounded 
with  cutlasses,  without  the  least  provocation  for 
such  inhumanity.  Our  American  protections 
have  been  forced  from  us  and  destroyed,  and 
some  native  American  citizens  have  been  taken 
out  of  our  privateers  and  put  on  board  British 
ships,  and  ihere  obliged  to  serve.  Most  of  us 
have  been  robbed  of  everything,  even  of  the  ne- 
cessary clothing.  When  we  were  going  from  the 
ships  to  prison,  the  ofl^cers  would  not  permit  us 
to  take  our  clothing  and  baggage  wilh  us,  but 
pledged  themselves  that  they  should  be  sent  to 
prison;  but,  disregarding  their  honor,  we  have 
lost  all.  Some  of  us  have  been  marched  thirty, 
and  some  sixty,  and  some  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  over  a  miserable  country,  forced  along  be- 
yond our  strength,  half  starved,  and  some  in 
irons.  Our  allowance,  each  man  per  day,  one 
pound  and  a  half  of  bread,  a  half  pound  of  poor 
beef,  well  proportioned  with  bone,  one  gill  of  peas, 
one-third  of  an  ounce  of  salt.  We  are  without 
wearing  apparel  and  without  money,  or  any  means 
of  procuring  ihem.  A  cold  Winter  in  this  wretch- 
ed country  fast  approaches,  and  in  our  destitute 
situation  we  must  endure  everything,  and  many 
of  us  must  perish.  There  are  now  of  us  in  prison 
upwards  of  twelve  hundred.  Every  art  has  been 
practised  by  the  English  officers  lo  excite  disaf- 
fection in  our  men  to  the  American  Government, 
and  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  the  English  ser- 
vice. Necessity  may  oblige  some  to  desert  us 
and  enter  into  British  servitude,  but  we  trust  that 
speedy  relief  from  our  Government  will  save 
them  from  that  wretched  alternative  of  perishing 
wilh  want  or  joining  our  enemies.  For  ourselves 
and  the  rest  of  ihe  prisoners,  we  must  sav,  we 
have  now  no  fortunes  to  devote  to  the  service  of 
our  country,  but  we  have  hearts  which  yet  feel 
warmly  the  general  impulse,  and  which  we  pledge, 
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if  opportunity  tver  again  presents,  to  devote  in 
the  interest  and  service  of  our  country. 

We  now  are  sufferers,  but  we  will  cheerfully 
suffer  every  haijdship  of  war  rather  than  sue  for 
dishonorable  peace.  We  respectfully  request  an 
exchange  or  softie  provision  for  relief.  We  feel 
the  fullest  confidence  in  our  Government,  and 
that  we  need  only  to  apprize  them  of  our  situa- 
tion to  insure  their  assistance  and  protection. 
Yours,  <tc., 

JOSEPH  STARR,  Boston, 
FRED.  JOHNSON.  New  York. 
ROBERT  McKEARNY,  Nev  York, 
RICHARD  RU^k.  Neu  Jersey, 
GEORGE  BATTERMAN,  Boston. 
JOHN'  HAZELTON.  Boston, 
WILLIAM  DYER.  Boston, 
JAMEtS  TRASK.  Boston. 
SOLOMON  NORTON.  Boston. 
ALEX.  B.  LATHAM,  New  lAmdon. 
DARIUS  DENNISON,  New  York, 
EST  WICK  PRAY,  Portsmouth. 
WlLLjIAM  TEMOLD.  Portsmouth, 
FORBES  DALA,  Portland, 
CHAS.  THOMPSON,  Jr.  New  York. 
Hon.  James  Mo.nroe,  Sec^ry  of  State  ^c. 
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No.  2. 


Detention  of  'Am^can  Prisoners  as  British 
subjects. 

Office  CcJmm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners. 

Washington,  June  10,  1813. 

Sib  :  I  have  ?he  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Captain  Stewart,  commanding  the 
United  States'  naval  forces  at  Norfolk,  dated  the 
20th  of  May,  tc;  Admiral  Warren,  and  that  of  a 
letter  from  Re|ir  Admiral  Cockburn,  dated  the 
21st  of  May,  in,  reply,  relative  to  a  most  unjusti- 
fiable act  of  Commodore  Beresford,  as  to  part  of 
the  oflBcers  an^  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
brig  Vixon,  at  l-he  mouth  of  the  Delaware.  Leav- 
ing the  general  question  of  the  interference  of 
Commodore  Beresford  with  the  prisoners  of  war 
returning  on  parole,  and  the  exaction  made  by 
him  in  con^eqaence  of  the  irregular  power  thus 
assumed,  on  th«  ground  on  which  Captain  Stewart 
has  very  properly  placed  it,  I  will  remark,  that 
Captain  Stewart  was  certainly  misapprehended 
by  Admiral  Cockburn,  in  attributing  to  him  the 
intention  of  cpnveying  a  threat,  as  to  the  final 
detention  of  two  of  the  American  prisoners.  On 
the  contrary,  the  expre.«;sion  used  by  Captain 
Stewart  communicates,  in  very  plain  terms,  the 
decision  of  this  Government,  then  already  made, 
that  four  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects 
should  be  imniiediately  selected  and  held  in  dur- 
ance, subject  10  the  same  treatment  in  all  re- 
spects, dec. 

And  I  have  now  to  inform  you.  sir,  that,  in 
virtue  of  this  decision,  and  by  an  order  from  this 
office,  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts  has  designa- 
ted, and  placeid  in  close  confinement,  William 
Kitto,  carpenter,  and  Thomas  Deddingfield,  boats- 
wain of  the  lite  British  packet  Swallow,  and 
John  Squirrel:  and  James  Russel,  seamen  of  the 


Dragon  seventy-four,  subjects  of  Hii  BHtaonic 
Majesty,  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  safely  of 
John  Stephens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas  Kin^f 
seaman,  part  of  the  crew  of  the  late  United  States* 
brig  Vixen. 

I  flatter  myself,  sir.  that  thi*  subject  will  com- 
mand your  early  attention,  and  that  you  will 
cause  the  officer  and  seamen  of  the  Vixen  to  be 
immediately  released  and  returned  to  this  coun- 
try, according  to  their  destination  when  taken 
from  the  cartel. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant.  J.  MASON. 

To  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dtc. 


H.  M.  S.  PoicTiERs,  May  8,  1813. 
Sir:  I  am  sorry  I  am  under  the  necessity  uf 
detaining  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  laie  of 
the  Vixen,  in  consequence  of  their  being  Briliih 
subjects. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servent. 

J.  P.  BERESFORD. 
To  Lieutenant  Drayton. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Constellation, 

Of  Norfolk,  May  20,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  a  part  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  late  United  Slates'  brig  Vixen,  returning  from 
Jamaica  on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war,  were,  on 
entering  the  Delaware,  taken  out  of  the  flag  of 
truce  by  Commodore  Beresford,  commanding  on 
that  station,  and  detained  until  a  part  of  the  crew 
of  the  Poictiers,  then  prisoners  at  Philadelphia, 
were  demanded  by  him  and  sent  down  in  ex- 
change; that  ultimately  he  detained  on  board  the 
Poictiers  John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas 
King,  seaman,  late  of  the  United  States'  brig 
Vixen,  on  the  plea  of  their  being  subjects  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty. 

This  violation  of  the  rights  of  prisoners  on  par- 
ole is  so  contrary  to  the  usage  of^  all  civilized  na- 
tions, that  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  give  such 
instructions  upon  that  head  as  will  prevent  a  simi- 
lar violation  in  future. 

I  have  it  in  command,  from  my  Government, 
to  state  to  your  Excellency  that,  in  retaliation  for 
so  violent  and  unjust  a  procedure,  on  the  part  of 
Commodore  Beresford,  in  detaining  the  above 
Mr.  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  that  four 
subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  will  be  imme- 
diately selected  and  held  in  durance,  subject  to 
the  same  treatment,  in  alt  respects,  which  may 
be  shown  towards  the  aforesaid  two  persons  du- 
ring their  detention.  I  hope  your  Excellency 
will  give  this  subject  vour  earliest  attention,  and 
direct  the  release  of  Mr.  Stevens  and  Thomas 
King,  who  have  been  so  improperly  detained  on 
board  the  Poictiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 

CHARLES  STEWART, 

Com.  at  Norfolk. 

Right  Hon.  SiB  John  B.  Warren. 

Admiral  of  the  Blue,  <f  c. 
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Ship  Marlboroi'Gh. 
/n  Lynhaven  Bay,  May  21.  1813. 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  Sir  John  Warren,  I  have 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter under  date  of  the  20th  current,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Beresford  towards 
some  American  prisoners  of  war  returning  to 
Philadelphia  on  parole,  and  of  his  having  detained 
on  board  the  Poictiers  Mr.  John  Stevens  and 
Themas  King. 

No  report  of  these  circumstances  have  yet 
reached  Sir  John  Warren  or  myself  from  Com- 
modore Beresford  ;  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
assuring  you,  sir.  that  every  inquiry  would  have 
been  made  into  them,  and  every  satisfaction  and 
explanation  thereon,  which  the  case  might  have 
required,  would  have  been  offered  to  your  Gov- 
ernment and  yourself,  with  the  least  possible  de- 
lay, had  it  not  been  for  the  threat  with  which  your 
representation  on  this  subject  is  accompanied,  the 
tenor  of  which  being  likely  to  produce  an  entire 
change  in  the  aspect  of  our  communications,  and 
particularly  in  what  relates  to  the  individuals 
which  the  fate  of  war  has  placed  within  the  power 
of  our  respective  nations,  it  totally  precludes  the 
possibility  of  my  entering  further  into  the  subject 
than  to  assure  you  your  letter  shall  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  right  honorable  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  whenever 
his  answer  arrives  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  you 
without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  consider- 
ation, your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

G.  COCKBURN,  Rear  Admirai. 

Captain  Stewart,  dec. 


Shark.  Port  Roval,  (Jamaica,) 

March  20,  1813. 

Sir:  Captain  Moubray,  of  His  Majesty's  sloop 
Moselle,  has  just  sent  to  me  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  you  to  him,  ami  another  to  Mr.  Cook,  of 
His  Majesty's  late  sloop  Rhodian,  dated  the  2oth 
ult.,  respecting  six  men*  mentioned  in  tlie  margin, 
who  were  sent  here  from  the  Bahamas  as  having 
been  taken  in  the  American  privateer  Sarah  Ann, 
and  supposed  to  be  subjects  of  His  Majesty  ;  but, 
as  no  proof  to  what  country  they  belong  has  been 
adduced,  it  has  never  been  my  intention  to  bring 
them  to  trial,  and  they  are  at  present  on  board  the 
prison  ships,  waiting  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
CHARLES  STIRLING, 

I  ice  Admiral. 

Charles  R.  Simpson.  Esq. 


Harlem,  June  1,  1813. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  communica- 
tion which  took  place  some  time  in  the  Autumn 
or  Winter  preceding,  between  Mr.  Baker,  His 
Majesty's  late  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  and 
Mr.  Monroe.  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  six  of 

•  Edward  Dick,    Thomas  Rodgers,    Adam  Taylor, 
John  Gaul,  Mike  Pluck,  lieorge  (i.  Koberti. 


the  crew  of  the  late  American  privateer  Sarah 
Ann,  Richard  Moon,  captured  by  His  Majesty's 
sloop  Rhodian,  John  George  Ross,  Esq.,  Com- 
mander, whose  names  are  inserted  in  the  margin, 
and  who,  it  appears,  were  sent  to  Jamaica,  to 
which  station  the  Rhodian  belonged,  on  suspicion 
of  their  being  subjects  of  His  Majesty.  And  I 
further  request  your  attention  to  a  letter  from 
.Major  General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  Headquarters,  Charleston,  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1812,  from  which  it  appears  that  twelve  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  then  prisoners  of  war  at 
Charleston,  were  held  in  prison  toanswer  in  their 
persons  for  the  fate  of  the  six  men.  of  the  Sarah 
Ann  privateer,  sent  lo  Jamaica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Stirling,  commanding 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  Jamaica  station, 
to  Mr.  Simpson,  late  sub-agent  for  prisoners  of 
war  at  Charleston,  from  which  you  will  perceive, 
that  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  are  considered 
by  the  Admiral  as  American  prisoners  generally, 
and  are  now  on  board  a  prison  ship,  in  common 
with  other  American  prisoners. 

Having  given  you  this  information  with  respect 
to  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  privateer,  I  have 
to  request  you  will  take  the  necessary  measures 
to  have  the  contingent  responsibility  which  it  was 
thought  proper  to  attach  to  the  p)ersons  of  twelve 
British  seamen,  now  in  prison  at  Charlestoo, 
taken  off,  and  that  they  may  be  informed  thereof. 

I  understand  that  John  Gaul,  one  of  the  six 
men,  was  paroled,  and  arrived  at  Georgetown, 
South  Carolina,  in  the  brig  Cyprus,  and  that  he 
has  reported  himself  to  the  .Marshal,  who  informed 
Mr.  Simpson  "that  he  had  sent  on  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  his  parole." 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


Office  Com.m'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
IVashington,  June  9,  1813. 

Sir:  I  learn,  with  pleasure,  by  the  letter  yoii 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  me  on  the  1st  instant, 
and  the  letter  from  Admiral  Stirling  you  have 
enclosed,  that  the  six  men  belonging  to  the  Ameri- 
can privateer  Sarah  Ann.  detained  in  October 
last,  and  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as  British 
subjects,  have  been  restored  to  the  ordinary  state 
of  prisoners  of  war,  to  wait  an  exchange,  and 
that  there  is  now  no  inteniioQ  to  bring  them  to 
trial. 

I  very  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request, 
sir,  and  have  this  day  directed  the  Marshal  of 
South  Carolina  to  restore  in  like  manner,  to  the 
ordinary  state  of  prisoners  of  war,  the  twelve 
British  seamen,  confined  under  the  orders  of  this 
Government,  biy  him,  and  to  inform  them  that 
the  responsibility  attached  to  their  persons  for  the 
safety  of  the  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  has  been 
taken  off. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant,  J.  MASON, 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 
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I        Cbilicotbb,  June  8,  1813. 

8ib:  I  feel  k  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the 
case  of  Williain  McDowet  Scott,  late  of  Detroit, 
aD  unfortunate  ijellow-citizen,  who  has  been  seized 
and  apprehended  by  the  British  coromandiog 
oflBcer  at  Detroit  and  j^ent  to  Quebec,  where  he 
is  now  cpnfined!  under  pretence  of  being  a  British 
subject,  fend  oni?  found  in  arms  in  behalf  of  the 
United  fjitates  a-gainst  that  Government. 

Willi;|m  McDowel  Scott  is  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  eraiffrated  id  the  United  States  about  eighteen 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Mitchell,  E«q.,  agent  for 
American  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  dated 

May  28,  1813. 
•*  I  have  just  been  informed  by  the  agent  for 
prisoners,  that  Mr.  John  Light,  of  the  Julian 
Smith,  a  privateer  commanded  by  Captain  Henry 
Cooper,  will  be  detained  here  in  consequence  of 
his  baring,  previous  to  the  war,  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  in  this  province,  (Nova  Scotia,)  and 
commanded  a  vessel  out  of  this  place  (Halifax.) 


years  sijce.     hie  resided  for  some  years  in  the  I  Mr.  Light  was  lieutenant  of  the  privateer  captured 

State  of  New  York,  and  in  the  Summer  of  1800,    by  the  Nymph,  the  12lh  May.  1813." 

he  camf  to    Detroit,    established    himself  as   a 

nhysiciaii,  and  |ias  ever  since  resided  there.     He 

has  been  nalurtlized  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 

United  States,  »nd  this  fact  is  well  known  to  the 

British  Governteent:  and  both  in  the  Territory  of 

Indiana,  before!  that  Territory  was  divided,  and 

subsequtntly  IH,  the   Territory  of  Michigan,  he 

has  held',  and  filled  with  respect  and  fidelity,  some 

of  the  first  offices  in  those  two  Territories. 

Such,  for  extimple,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  a  judge  of  ithe  common  pleas  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  siubsequently  Marshal  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

In  all  these  offices,  sir,  and  in  every  other  situ- 
ation, in  which:'  Doctor  Scott's  public  and  politi- 
cal character  bas  or  can  be  viewed,  he  has  uni- 
formly manifeiSied  an  undeviating  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  our  Constitution  and  the  Ad- 
ministrtition  of  this  Government. 

His  >iupport.  in  the  present  cause,  during  the 
time  that  General  Hull  lay  at  Sandwich  and 
Detroit,  was  not  outdone  by  any  person  whatever. 
In  fact  It  was  his  unwearied  exertions  that  have 


H.  M.  S.  PoicTiERs,  MayS,  1813. 
Sir:  I  am  sorry  I  am   under  the  necessity  of 
detaining  J.  Stevens  and   T.  King,  late  of  the 
Vixen,    in    consequence    of   their    being   British 
subjects. 

1  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BERESFORD. 
To  Lieutenant  Drayton. 

The  original  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Prisoners. 

W.  JONES. 


Naty  Department,  May  17,  1813. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed 
to  address  a  letter  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase 
Warren,  representing  the  following  facts  and  de- 
termination, viz  :  That  a  part  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States'  brig  Vixen  were  re- 
turning from  Jamaica,  on  parole,  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  entering  the  Delaware,  when  Commo- 
dore Beresford  caused  them  to  be  brought  on 
provoked  and  spirited  up  the  British  to  that  line  i  board  the  Poictiers,  and  detained  until  a  part  of 


of  conduct  and  persecution  they  are  now  pursuing 
towards  him. 

Proctor,  who  sent  him  from  Detroit,  and  Sir 
George  Prevost.  who  received  him  at  Fort  George 
and  forwarded  him  to  Quebec,  threaten  to  treat 
him  wi.th  all  the  severities  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  usages  of  war,  in  cases  of  an 
actual  t>ona  fide  British  subject  found  in  arms 
against  that  Government 


the  crew  of  that  ship,  whom  he  demanded  in  ex- 
change, were  sent  down  from  Philadelphia  ;  that 
ultimately,  he  detained  John  Stevens,  carpenter, 
and  Thomas  King,  seaman,  two  of  the  aforesaid 
crew  of  the  Vixen,  on  the  plea  of  their  being 
British  subjects,  as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Com- 
modore Beresford  to  Lieutenant  Drayton,  late 
first  of  the  brig  Vixen  ;  and  that  you  are  com- 
manded explicitly  to  declare,  that,  in  retaliation 


Idoijot,  for  myself,  however,  entertain  a  belief    for  the  violent  and  unjust  detention  of  the  said 

John  Stevens  and  Ttiomas  King,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will  immediately  cause 
four  British  subjects  to  be  selected  and  held  in 
duress,  subject  to  the  same  treatment,  in  all  re- 
spects, that  the  said  John  Stevens  and  Thomas 
King  may  receive  during  their  detention. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  Admiral's  answer,  you 
will  communicate  the  same  to  me  without  delay. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.JONES. 
Charles  Stewart,  Esq., 

Commanding  Nacal  Officer,  Norfolk,  Va. 


that  they  will  dare  to  put  their  threats  into  exe 
cution  to  their  full  extent.  But,  sir,  without  the 
interference  of  the  Government,  they  will  detain 
him  duting  thtf  war,  and  they  will  make  his  life 
so  wretched  add  miserable  that  death  would  be 
a  welcome  me.isenger. 

I  hope,  sir,  the  occasion  will  be  a  sufficient 
apology  for  obtruding  this  communication  upon 
you.  lam  amongst  the  number  of  those  who 
nave  nijt  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  yoM.  Bit  General  Taylor,  who  I  look  to  as 
the  bearer  of  i^,'*Ts  a  gentleman  to  whom  I  am 
personally  known,  and  who  has  likewise  a  pretty 
correct  knowledge  of  the  character  of  Doctor 
Scott. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BRUSH. 

The  Hon.  James  Monrob,  Esq. 

i 

>  '. 


Colonel  W.  Scott  to  the  SccreUry  of  War. 

Washington,  January  30,  1813. 
Sir:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  De- 
partment, that,  on  the  arrival  at  Quebec  of  the 
American  prisoners  of  war,  surrendered  at  Queens- 
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town,  they  were  mustered  and  examined  by  Brit-  I 
ish  officers  appointed  to  that  duty,  and  every 
native  born  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  sequestered  and  sent  on  board 
a  ship  of  war  then  in  that  harbor.  The  vessel, 
in  a  few  days  thereafter,  sailed  for  England,  with 
those  persons  on  board. 

Between  fifteen  and  twenty  persons  were  thus 
taken  from  us.  principally  natives  of  Ireland, 
several  of  whom  were  known  by  their  platoon 
officers  to  be  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  others  to  have  been  long  residents 
within  the  same.  One  in  particular,  whose  name 
has  escaped  me,  besides  having  complied  with  all 
the  conditions  of  our  naturalization  laws,  was 
represented  by  his  officers  to  have  left  a  wife  and 
five  children,  all  of  them  born  with>n  the  State 
of  New  York. 

I  distinctly  understood,  as  well  from  the  offi- 
cers who  came  on  board  the  prison  ship  for  the 
above  purpose,  as  from  others,  with  whom  I  re- 
monstrated on  this  subject,  ih.'st  it  was  the  deter- 
mination of  the  British  Government,  as  expressed 
through  Sir  George  Prevost,  to  punish  every  man, 
whom  it  might  subject  to  its  power,  found  in 
arras  against  the  British  King  contrary  to  his 
native  allegiance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

W.  SCOTT. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  U.  S.  2d  Artillery. 


Mr.  Beaalej  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

London.  March  1,  1813. 
Sir:  Annexed  you  have  a  cony  of  a  letter 
from  Henry  Kelly,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
twenty-two  persons.  He  states  that  they  are  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  have  wives  and 
families  there ;  that  they  were  taken  last  October, 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  that  they  were  sent  to  this 
country  because  they  were  born  within  the  Brit- 
ish dominions.     I  am,  respectfully,  &c. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 


On  Board  H.  M.  S.  Namuh, 

lying  at  the  Nore,  Feb.  6,  1813. 

Sir:  This  is  to  inform  you  of  the  under  named 
twenty-three  American  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
13th,  6th,  and  1st,  regiments  of  the  United  States' 
armies.  We  were  taken  on  the  13th  of  October, 
in  Upper  Canada.  The  reason  of  their  sending 
us  twenty-three  here,  is.  we  were  born  in  the 
British  dominions,  though  we  are  all  citizens  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  have  our  wives  and  child- 
ren there.  We  are  in  a  very  miserable  situation 
for  clothing,  having  drawn  no  winter  clothes  be- 
fore we  were  taken.  We.  therefore,  hope  you 
will  send  us  some  relief  to  shelter  us  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Sir,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  KELLY. 

Sir,  these  are  the  names  of  my  fellow  sufferers : 
Henry  Blaney.  George  M'Cammon,  John  Dolton, 
Michael  Condin,  John  Clark,  Peter  Burr.  Andrew 
Doyle,  John  McGowen,  James  Gill,  John  Fulsum, 


Patrick  McBrahariy,  Matthew  Mooney,  Patrick 
Karns,  John  Fitzgerald,  John  Wiley,  John  Don- 
nely,  John  Curry,  Nathan  Shaley.  Edward  Mc- 
Garigan,  John  Dinnue,  John  Williams,  George 
Johnson. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Beasley. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Admiral  Sir   John    Borlase 
Warren  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  dated 

Bermuda,  March  8,  1813. 
'•  I  must  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of 
September,  1812  in  which  I  stated  the  circum- 
stance of  twelve  men  belonging  to  the  Guerriere, 
taken  out  of  a  cartel  by  Commodore  Rodgers, 
and  illegally  detained,  upon  the  pretext  of  six 
others,  who  were  supposed  to  be  British  subjects, 
having  been  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  for  ex- 
amination; since  that  event,  five  of  these  people, 
named  in  the  enclosed  list,  have  been  received  at 
Halifax  with  orders  for  their  discharge.  1,  there- 
fore, request  you  will  communicate  these  particu- 
lars to  the  President,  in  order  that  further  direc- 
tions may  be  given  respecting  the  Guerriere's 
men,  so  long  confined  at  Boston,  and  to  obviate 
the  other  inconveniences  which  must  inevitably 
ari.se  from  such  practices." 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Admiral  Warren  (extract) 
dated  April  16,  1813. 

"  It  appears  by  your  letter  (of  the  8th  of  March, 
from  Bermuda)  that  five  only  of  the  seamen  that 
were  taken  on  board  the  Nautilus  and  sent  to 
England,  in  confinement,  have  been  returned. 
No  account  is  given  of  the  sixth.  Orders  have 
been  issued  for  the  release  of  ten  of  the  twelve 
men,  who,  on  the  principle  of  retaliation,  were 
confined  by  Commodore  Rodgers  at  Boston.  You 
will  be  sensible  that  it  will  be  impossible,  on  that 
principle,  to  discharge  the  other  two  men  until 
the  sixth  American  seaman  is  returned,  or  such 
an  explanation  given  of  the  cause  of  his  detention, 
as,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  cas«, 
regarding  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government 
towards  American  seamen  under  similar  circum- 
stances, ought  to  be  satisfactory." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  F.  H.  Babbitt  to 
Master  Commandant  Wm.  M.  Crane,  of  the  Unit«d 
Slates'  Navy,  (late  of  the  United  States'  brig  Nau- 
tilus,) dated 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  13,  1812. 
Enclosed  I  send  you  a  description  of  the  propor- 
tion of  our  little  crew,  who  have  been  so  debased 
and  traitorous  as  toenter  the  serviceof  our  enemy. 
Also,  a  list*  of  those  gallant  fellows,  whose  glory 
it  would  have  been  to  have  lost  their  lives  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  and  whose  misfortune  it 
has  been  to  cross  the  Atlantic  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  British  subjects:  four  of  them  being 
native  born  American,  and  two  naturalized  citi- 
zens. On  their  parting  with  me.  and  removal 
from  the  Africa  of  sixty-four  guns  to  the  Thetis 


•This  list  is  not  received. 
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frigate,  (the  latter  with  a  convoy  from  England, 
then  in  43  30  N.  and  46  30  W.)  their  last  request 
and  dtsire  was.  that  I  would  particularly  acquaint 
you  with  their  situation,  with  their  determination 
never  t|  prove  traitors  to  that  country  whose  flag 
they  w*re  proud  to  serve  under,  and  whose  wel- 
fare an-J  prosp:erity  they  equally  hoped  and  anti- 
cipated ;lo  realize. 

:  F.  H.  BABBITT. 

I  
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A  lict  oP  men  sud  to  have  entered  on  board  Hia  Ma- 
jesty'r.  frigate  Shannon,  Commodore  Broke.  Their 
deicnption,  aii  far  as  known. 

Jesse;  Ba(es,  seaman  ;  about  five  feet  nine  in- 
ches hi^h,  dark  hair  and  complexion,  dark  snap- 
ping eyfcs,  has  an  impediment  in  his  speech,  and 
at  time^  affects  lunacy  ;  has  a  wife  and  family  in 
Boston ,  Massachusetts. 

Sarafiel  Lang,  marine,  born  in  Kentucky,  five 
feet  eigtit  inches  high,  or  thereabouts,  and  is  sup- 
posed t^  be  with  Captain  Hall,  of  the  United 
States'  marines,  New  York. 

John  Youn<^,  marine,  five  feet  five  inches  high, 
large  n;outh,  tjnlisied  with  Captain  Hall.  Navy 
Yard,  >ew  Y(.'rk  ;  when  addressed,  or  is  address- 
ing an  Officer,  casts  down  his  eves.  For  his  par- 
ticular iJescription,  as  well  as  that  of  John  Rose, 
marine  about  five  feet  eight  inches  high,  brown 
hair,  fuil  face,  thick  set,  and  a  scowl  in  his  coun- 
tenance, refer  to  Captain  John  Hall. 

John  O'NeaJ,  seaman,  about  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  4ve  feet  five  inches  high,  dark  hair,  sharp 
face,  dark  eyeij,  thick  set,  and  was  shipped  at  Nor- 
folk, VKginia,  previous  to  your  taking  command 
of  the  Nautilui). 

WilUam  Jones,  ordinary  seamen,  about  five 
feet  li^ht, inches  high,  light  hair,  twenty-four 
years  oJ°  age,  full  face,  thick  set,  downcast  look, 
and  is  ji  very  alert  man;  entered  at  New  York, 
April  l;jst.  F.  H.  B. 

8?r  John  Borla*e  Warren  to  .Mr.  Monroe. 
5  Halifax,  iSeptember  30.  1812. 

SiB:!Having  received  information  that  a  most 
unauthorized  act  has  been  committed  by  Com- 
modore* Rodgtrs,  in  forcibly  seizing  twelve  Brit- 
ish seaMen,  prisoners  ol  war,  late  belonging  to  the 
Guerrit^e,  and  taking  them  out  of  the  English 
cartel  l^ig  Endeavor,  on  her  passage  down  the 
harbor  t)f  Boston,  after  they  had  been  regularly 
embark).>d  on  board  of  her  for  exchange,  agreeable 
to  the  arrang<;ments  settled  between  tne  two 
countries,  and  that  the  said  British  seamen,  so 
seized,  are  now  detained  on  board  the  United 
Stales'  ;'rigate  President,  as  hostages  ;  I  feel  my- 
self called  upon  to  request,  sir,  your  most  serious 
altentio/j  to  a  measure  so  fraught  with  mischief 
and  incpnvenii-nce,  destructive  of  the  good  faith 
of  a  tiag  of  trmce,  and  the  sacred  protection  of  a 
cartel.  I  should  be  extremely  sorry  that  the  im- 
prudeni  act  o^  an  officer  should  involve  conse- 
quences so  particularly  severe  as  the  present  in- 
stance must  Dalurally  produce  if  repeated ;  and 
alihowgti  it  is;  very  much  my  wish,  during  the 
contiui^nce  of  the  differences   existing  between 


the  two  coantries,  to  adopt  erery  measure  that 

might  render  the  effect  of  war  less  rigorous,  yet 
in  another  point  of  view,  the  conviction  of  the 
duty  I  owe  my  country  would,  in  the  event  of 
such  grievances,  as  I  have  already  stated,  being 
continued,  not  admit  of  any  hesitation  in  retalia- 
tory decisions  :  but  as  I  am  strongly  persuaded  of 
the  high  liberality  of  your  sentiments,  and  that 
the  act  complained  of  has  originated  entirely  with 
the  officer  who  committed  it,  and  that  it  will  be 
as  censurable  in  your  consideration  as  it  deserves, 
1  rely  upon  your  taking  such  steps  as  will  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  conduct  so  extremely  reprehensi- 
ble in  every  shape. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consid- 
ralion,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  faithful 
humble  ser/ant. 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  ^c. 

James  Monroe,  Esq.,  Sec^ry  of  State. 


Mr.  Monro*  to  Sir  John  BorIa«e  Warren. 
Department  of  State,  Oct.  28,  1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  30th  September,  complaining  that  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  commanding  a  squadron  of  the 
United  States'  Navy  at  the  port  of  Boston,  had 
taken  twelve  British  seamen,  lately  belonging  to 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Guerriere,  from 
a  cartel  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  that  he  de- 
tained them  on  board  the  President,  a  frigate  of 
the  United  Stales,  as  hostages. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  inquiry  shall 
be  made  into  the  circumstances  attending,  and 
the  causes  which  produced,  the  act  of  which  you 
complain,  and  that  such  measures  will  be  taken, 
on  a  knowledge  of  them,  as  may  comport  with 
the  rights  of  both  nations,  and  may  be  proper  in 
the  case  to  which  they  relate. 

I  beg  you,  sir.  to  be  assured,  that  it  is  the  sin- 
cere desire  of  the  President,  to  see  (and  to  pro- 
mote, so  far  as  depends  on  the  United  States)  that 
the  war  which  exists  between  our  countries  be 
conducted  with  the  utmost  regard  to  humanity. 

I  have  the  honor,  dec. 

J.MONROE. 
Sir  John  B.  Warren. 

Admiral  of  the  Blue.  ^c. 


Washington,  December  17,  1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  a  list  of  twelve 
of  the  crew  of  the  late  United  States'  sloop  of  war 
Wasp,  detained  by  Captain  John  Beresford,  of 
the  British  ship  Poictiers.  under  the  pretence  of 
their  being  British  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  S.  WISE,  Purser. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  Sec'ry  of  Navy. 

List  referred  to  in  the  preceding  note. 

John  McLoud,  boatswain,  has  been  in  the  ser- 
vice since  1S04.  Married  in  Norfolk  in  1804  or  5, 
and  has  a  wife  and  four  children  there. 
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John  Stephens,  boatswain's  mate,  has  been  in 

the  service  five  or  six  years. 

George  M.  D.  Read,  quartermaster,  has  a  pro- 
tection, and  has  sailed  out  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  for  several  years. 

William  Miichell,  seaman.  Jame.s  Qolhright, 
seaman.  John  Wright,  seaman,  Thomas  Philips, 
seaman,  Peler  Barron,  seaman.  John  Connor,  or- 
dinary seaman.  John  Rose,  ordinary  seaman. 
George  Brooks,  ordinary  seaman,  Dennis  Daugh- 
erty,  marine. 

The  greater  number,  if  not  alt  of  the  above,  had 
protections  at  the  time  of  entering  and  being  tak- 
en. Two  others  were  detained.  John  Wade  and 
Thomas  Hutchins,  but  were  given  up— the  for- 
mer on  Captain  Jones  assuring  Captain  Beres- 
ford he  knew  him  to  be  a  native  citizen  ;  the  latter 
on  a  like  assurance  from  D.  Rodgers.  William 
Mitchell  was  in  the  service  during  1805-6  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

GEORGE  S.WISE. 

Washington  City,  Z^c.  17,  1812. 


Eitract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Pinckney  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEADdUARTERS,    CHARLESTON, 

November  4,  1812. 
"  Information  having  been  given  upon  oath  to 
Lieutenant  Grandison.  who,  at  present,  com- 
mands the  Naval  department  here,  that  six  Amer- 
ican seamen,  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  on 
board  our  privateers,  had  been  sent  to  Jamaica  to 
be  tried  as  British  subjects  for  treason,  he  called 
upon  the  Marshal  to  retain  double  that  number  of 
British  seamen  as  hostages.  The  Marshal,  in 
consequence  of  instructions  from  the  Department 
of  State,  asked  my  advice  on  the  subject,  and  I 
have  given  my  opinion  that  they  ought  to  be 
detained,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  shall 
be  known.  The  testimony  of  Captain  Moon  is 
herewith.  I  hope,  sir.  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  have  this  business  put  in  the  proper  train 
to  have  the  President's  pleasure  on  this  subject 
communicated  to  the  Marshal." 


I  dria.  is  his  oncle.    Dick  is  about  five  feet  six  and 

a  half  inches  high,  dark  hair,  has  a  scar  on  his  left 
elbow,   and    one  on   each  wrist  ;  he  entered  on 

,  board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Baltimore. 

I      John  Gaul,  seaman,  says  he  was  born  in  Mar- 

'  blehead,  State  of  Massachusetts  ;  where  his  par- 
ents, brothers,  and  sisters,  now  reside  ;  is  married 

I  in  New  York  and  his  wife  (Mary  Gaul)  lives  in 
Roosevelt  street,  No  37  ;  has  a  regular  discharge 
from  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  by  Captain 

,  Hugh  G.  Campbell,  dated  at  St.  Mary's,  Georgia, 
14lh  August,  1812;  says  he  has  served  on  board 

'■  '.lie  United  Stales'  brig  Vixen,  gunboats  No.  10 

I  and  158,  from  the  last  of  which  he  was  discharged. 
Gaul  IS  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  about  five 
feet  seven  inches  high,  brown  hair,  light  com- 
plexion; he  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  in 
Baltimore. 

Michael  Pluck,  ordinary  seaman,  says  he  was 
born  in  Baltimore  ;  his  parents  are  dead,  but  is 
known  by  William  Douland,  Thomas  Turner, 
and  McDonald  of  Baltimore  ;  has  a  sister  in  some 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  name  is  Ann  Welsh  ; 
wns  never  at  sea  before  ;  never  had  a  protection. 
Pluck  is  twenty-six  years  old,  five  feet  six  and  a 
half  inches  high,  and  has  a  scar  on  his  left  cheek 
bone;  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  at  Bal- 
timore. 

Thomas  Rodgers,  seaman,  says  that  he  was 
born  in  Waterford,  Ireland,  but  has  resided  many 
years  in  the  United  States,  and  has  been  duly 
naturalized,  a  copy  of  which  naturalization  is  filed 
in  the  custom-house  at  Baltimore;  is  known  by 
Joseph  Carey  and  Tom  Rodgers.  cork  cutters,  both 
of  Baltimore  ;  has  a  wife  and  three  children  in 
Baltimore;  has  lost  his  protection,  but  requests 
Joseph  Carey  to  do  all  he  can  to  effect  his  dis- 
charge from  the  British.  Rodgers  entered  on 
board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Baltimore. 

George  Roberts,  a  colored  man  and  seaman. 
This  man  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  question- 
ing; but  I  know  him  to  be  a  native  born  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  fact  he  had  every 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Moon,  of  the  privateer 

Sarah  Ann. 
Nassau.  New  Providence, 

October  14,  1812. 

Six  of  my  crew,  claimed  as  British  subjects, 
were  this  day  taken  out  of  jail  and  put  on  board 
His  Majesty's  brig  the  Sappho,  and  sailed  for 
Jamaica,  where,  it  is  said,  they  are  to  be  tried  for 
their  lives;  consequently,  I  questioned  each  re- 
spectively as  to  the  place  of  their  nativity,  and 
title  to  protection  by  the  American  Government, 
when  they  stated  as  follows,  to  wit: 

David  Dick,  seaman,  that  he  was  born  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  but  has  resided  in  the  United 
States  ever  since  the  year  1793;  has  served  ten 
years  in  the  United  Slates'  Navy,  viz  :  On  board 
the  frigates  Chesapeake,  President.  Constitution, 
John  Adams,  and  schooner  Enterprise,  and  gun- 
boat No  2.    David  Dick,  shoemaker,  in  Alexan- 


I  . 


suflicient  document,  together  with  free   papers 
Roberts  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Bal- 
timore, where  he  is  married. 

Sonty  Taylor,  boy,  says  he  was  born  in  Hack- 
ensack,  New  Jersey,  but  has  neither  friends,  rela- 
tions, not  acquaintance  there ;  says  Jane  Snow- 
den,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  is  his  mother ;  never 
had  a  protection.  Taylor  is  fifteen  years  old,  has 
brown  hair  and  light  complexion  ;  he  entered  on 
board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Savannah. 

RICHARD  MOON. 
LcUe  commander  Sarah  Ann. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Warren  to  Mr.  Mitchell, 
agent  for  the  exchange  of  American  prisoners  of 
war,  dated 

Halifax,  October  21,  1812. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  and 
its  enclosures,  relating  to   Thomas  Dunn,*  and 


•NoTK. — The  application  was  made  at  the  request 
of  his  father,  John  Dunn,  of  Boston,  who  transmitted 
a  deposition  of  his  birth. 
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Manner  in  which  the  War  is  waged  fry  (he  Enemy. 


beg  leijye  to  inform  you.  that  it  appears  the  said 
man  i&:marriccl  in  England,  has  been  eight  years 
in  His,Majesiy's  service,  and  received  a  pension 
from  frovernment ;  under  these  circumstances, 
and  th^  man  never  having  made  any  application 
for  hi."?  discharge  from  prison,  he  continues  on 
board  tfhe  Statira. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  most  obedient 
bumbU  servant, 

i  JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 

Extracf  of_4  letter  from  William  H.  Savage,  late 
Agtr^t  for  American  Seamen  and  Commerce  at 
Jamaica,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Washington,  Dec.  1,  1812. 
"I  tnke  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  copies  of  a 
correspondence  which  took  place  between  Vice 
Admir;il  Stirling  (commanding  on  the  Jamaica 
station:)  and  myself,  since  the  declaration  of  war. 
I  shoujd  have  furnished  it  to  you  at  an  earlier 
period'- but  aa  accident  prevented,  which  I  was 
not  awr'are  of.-until  my  arrival  at  this  city." 


their  citizenship,  as  I  am  led  to  believe  from  the 
assertions  contained  in  their  communications. 
Applications  have  also  been  made  for  the  relief 
of  many,  without  success;  the  latter  amount  in 
number  to  forty-six,  as  per  list  of  names  enclosed, 
several  of  whom,  I  understand  have  been  shifted 
(since  their  impressment)  on  board  of  other  ves- 
sels than  those  they  were  at  first  taken  on  board 
of.  All  of  which  I  beg  to  offer  for  your  consid- 
eration, feeling,  as  I  do.  anxious  tu  extend  my 
last  efforts  in  behalf  of  those  seamen  who  are 
entitled  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time  being  im- 
pressed with  the  idea,  that  it  would  be  foreign  to 
you,  sir,  to  retain  any  Americans  in  the  service 
of  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  contrary  to  their 
disposition,  during  the  present  conflict.  I,  there- 
fore, take  the  liberty  of  adding  to  my  former  re- 
quest, that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  orders 
that  such  seamen  may  be  discharged  from  duty 
on  board  His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  station. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  &.c. 
WILLIAM  H.  SAVAGE. 


Copy  <{  my  letter  to  Vice  Admiral  Stirling,  com- 
man*;ing  on  the  Jamaica  station,  on  the  subject  of 
Amt^can  seamen,  after  the  declaration  of  war. 

'  ^iNOSTON,  Jamaica,  Aug.  6,  1812. 

Sir,  Enck>sed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  received 
by  me  yestej-day.  from  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ship  Sappho,  purporting  to  liave  been  written  by 


Copy  of  Vice  Admiral  Stirling's  Secretary's  letter,  in 
answer  to  mine  to  the  Vice  Admiral  of  6th  Au- 
gust, 1812. 

Admiral's  Penn,  Aug.  7,  1812. 
Sir  :  I  am  desired  by  Vice  Admiral  Stirling  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yester- 
day's date,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  directions 
were  given,  some  days  ago,  that  all  seamen  in 


four  American  seamen  on  board  that  ship,  with  I  the  squadron  under  his  command,  who  can  prove 
a  view  to  solicit  my  aid  towards  effecting  their  I  themselves  to  be  American  born  subjects,  should 
discharge,  in  consequence  of  the  declaration  of  |  be  sent  to  the  prison-ship,  until  an  exchange  of 


war  by   the  -Government  of  the   United  States 
against  Grea^  Britain. 

In  tpaking  this  application,  I  am  fully  aware 
that  my  duties  ceased  as  agent  for  the  commerce 
and  seiimen  of  the  United  States,  on  the  know- 
edge  h(  sucq  declaration  being  made  known 
here;  ^but,  sir,  I  am  led  to  believe  that,  at  this 
period^  it  will  not  be  deemed  inadmissible  on 
your  fiart  to  receive,  nor  improper  on  mine  to 
make,:. the  request,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
grant  *^a  order  for  the  discharge  of  these  seamen, 
feelinj;  conscious  (should  they  even  not  be  pro- 
tected'with  che  usual  documents  afforded  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States)  that  an  English  sea- 
man viould  not  declare  himself  otherwise  than 
such  tinder  existing  circumstances. 


prisoners  is  established  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, in  consequence  of  the  late  declaration  of 
war  by  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain. 
I  return  herewith  the  papers  which  accompa- 
nied your  letter;  and  am.  sir,  &,c. 

CHAS.  STIRLING,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  H.  Savage,  Esquire, 
late  Agent  for  American  Seamen  and  Commerce  at 
Jamaica,  to  Charles  Stirling,  Jr.,  dated 


Kingston,  Sept.  16,  1812. 
"  In  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  you 
were  pleased  to  inform  me  that  directions  had 
been  given  by  the  Vice  Admiral,  some  days  prior 
to  the  date  of  my  letter,  for  the  removal  of  all 
I  se;)ze  thfc  present  opportunity  also  to  forward  native  Americans  (who  could  prove  themselves 
to  yoq  twen;ty-one  documents,  as  proof  of  the  j  such)  from  on  board  His  Majesty's  ships  to  that 
citizeniship  uf  that  number  of  seamen,  said  to  of  the  prison-ship  ;  but.  as  some  time  has  now 
have  teen  in^pressed  by  ships  of  war  on  this  sta-  \  elapsed  since  you  were  pleased  to  give  me  this 
tion,  ^e  greatest  number  of  which  have  been  information,  and  learning  that  some  instances  of 
heretofore  unsuccessfully  claimed  by  me,  on  be-  '  detention  at  present  exist  on  board  His  Majesty's 
half  o^  the  United  States,  and  which  may  still  '  schooner  Decouverte,  I  am  led  to  embrace  the 
compr|se,  at  (his  time,  some  part  of  the  crews  of    subject  again,  as  in  one  instance  I  shall  hope  to 


His  Mjijesty's  ships  on  this  station. 

I   b(^  fur'.her  to  state  to  you,  that   I  have  re- 


satisfy  Vice  Admiral  Stirling  of  the  man's  being 
entitled  to  his  removal  from  duty  on  board  His 


ceived*  numerous  applications  from  on  board  va-  Majesty's  schooner  of  war.  The  person  alluded 
rious  (Jf  His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  station,  for  to  is  Elijah  Stirling,  an  American  seaman,  who 
the  rejief  of  seamen,  who,  I  doubt  not,  are  enti-     was  impressed  from  on    board   the  British  mer- 
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tied  tii  the  protection  of  the  American  Govern- 
meot,  many  of  them  having  with  them  proofs  of 


chant  ship  Brilliant,  at  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  1810,  by  His  Majesty's 


schooner  Flordel  Mar,  and  hassince  been  detained 
on  board  of  various  of  His  Majesty's  ships  on 
this  station,  although  provided  with  a  regular 
protection,  which  instrument  this  man  got  con- 
veyed to  me  about  the  20th  of  September  follow- 
ing, and  which  was  by  me  forwarded  to  Admiral 
Rowley,  accompanied  (as  usual  in  like  cases) 
with  a  request  that  the  man  might  be  discharged. 
On  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  the  Admiral  an- 
swered, through  his  Secretary,  that  the  nature  of 
Stirling's  impressment  was  such,  that  he  could 
not  comply  with  my  request;  but  which  answer 
was  unaccompanied,  in  return,  with  the  protec- 
tion in  question,  and  what  has  become  of  it,  I  am 
unable  to  say. 

"About  this  period,  I  was  led  to  understand 
from  Admiral  Rowley,  that  all  American  sea- 
men who  should  be  impressed  from  on  board  any 
British  merchant  vessel,  would  be  retained  in  the 
service  of  His  Majesty;  but  that  all  American 
seamen  who  should  be  impressed  from  on  board 
of  American  vessels,  would,  on  application,  ac- 
companied by  proof,  be  discharged.  As  this  in- 
formation was  received  about  the  period  of  my 
application  for  the  discharge  of  Stirling,  I  was 
led  to  conclude  it  stamped  the  nature  of  his  im- 
pressment; and  what  confirmed  it  in  my  mind, 
was,  that  I  received  similar  assurances  to  vari- 
ous applications  made  for  American  seamen,  who 
had,  under  various  circumstances,  shipped  on 
board  of  British  ships,  and  were  from  thence  im- 
pressed on  board  of  His  Majesty's  ^hlps  of  war, 
all  of  which  I  hope  the  Admiral  will  be  pleased 
to  take  into  consideration  :  for,  to  insist  on  the 
service  of  this  man,  I  think  will  be  a  dereliction 
to  the  marked  manner  of  his  amiable  endeavors 
to  distinguish  and  relieve  American  seamen  from 
duty  on  board  the  squadron  under  his  command. 
I  beg  to  enclose  a  note  from  Mr.  Meek,  (the  late 
Secretary.)  relative  to  my  application  for  this 
man's  discharge,  and  to  observe,  that,  if  it  is  pos- 
sible, the  protection  may  yet  be  found  among  the 
papers  of  the  late  Secretary,  as  it  has  not  been 
usual  to  return  me  the  protections  of  those  men 
whose  applications  for  discharge  were  not  com- 
plied with. 

'•I  beg  furthermore  to  observe,  that  there  ap- 
pears also  to  be  on  board  His  Majesty's  schooner 
Decouverte,  two  other  American  seamen,  viz: 
John  Englefield  and  Richard  Lauderkin.  the  for- 
mer of  whom  asserts,  that  he  served  his  appren- 
ticeship to  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  at  Boston,  but 
has  lost  his  protection;  the  latter  declares  him- 
self to  be  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  his 
protection  has  been  destroyed  by  Mr.  Oliver, 
commander  of  His  Majesty's  schooner  Decou- 
verte. I  shall  not  now  animadvert  on  the  im- 
propriety of  such  a  circumstance,  but  request, 
should  the  instances  here  cited  be  found  correct, 
that  they  may  meet  the  attention  of  the  Vice 
Admiral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  obedient  ser- 
vant. 

W.  H.  SAVAGE, 

Late  Agent,  ^c. 
Charles  8tiblin«,  Jr.,  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Stirling'*  8«c- 
reurv  to  W.  H.  Savage,  Esq.,  in  answer  to  his  of 

the  leth  September,  1812. 

Aomiral's  Penn.  Sept.  19,  1812. 

'•I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  I6lh 
instant,  which  I  have  laid  before  Vice  Admiral 
Stirling,  and  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that 
Elijah  Stirling,  and  other  persons  on  board  of 
His  Majesty's  schooner  Decouverte,  said  to  be 
American  jeamen.  have  not.  when  called  upon, 
produced  proof  of  being  subjects  of  the  United 
States.  They  do  not  fall  under  the  description 
of  persons  which  I  informed  you.  in  my  letter  of 
the  7th  ultimo,  were  intended  to  be  discharged 
from  the  King's  service,  and  to  be  detained  on 
board  the  prison-ship  until  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners takes  place  with  America! 

"  The  note  from  Mr.  Meek,  dated  the  21st  Sep- 
tember, 1810,  is  returned  herewith,  and  as  it  ap- 
pears thereby  that  Admiral  Rowley  thought  the 
circumstances  under  which  Elijah  Stirling  was 
impressed  did  not  permit  him  to  be  discharged, 
Vice  Admiral  Stirling  does  not  feel  himself  jus- 
tified in  attending  to  the  man's  wishes  on  a  bare 
assertion.  The  protection  you  allude  to  is  not  to 
be  found  among  Admiral  Rowley's  pap>ers  left  in 
this  oflice." 


No.  3. 

Detention  of  Mariners  as  prisoners  of  tear,  tpJio 
■were  in  England  at  the  time  the  war  was  de- 
clared. 

J.  W.  Croker  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

Admiralty  Office,  Aug.  5,  1812. 

Sir  :  Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  transmitting  a  list  of  men.  said  to  be 
Americans,  who  have  bten  impressed  and  de- 
tained on  board  His  Majesty's  ships,  and  request- 
ing their  discharge.  I  have  their  Lordships'  com- 
mands to  acquaint  you,  that,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, they  will  defer  the  consideration  of 
this  reques'.     I  am,  &.c, 

J.  W.  CROKER. 
R.  G.  Beasley,  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beasley  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

London,  Oct.  23,  1812. 

"I  have  informed  you  that  I  had  addressed 
Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  subject  of  our  citizens 
who  have  been  impressed,  and  are  now  held  in 
the  British  naval  service.  I  demanded  their  re- 
lease, and  complained  of  the  treatment  which 
some  had  received  on  offering  to  give  themselves 
up  as  prisoners,  or  refusing  to  serve  when  they 
heard  of  the  war.  In  reply,  I  have  received  a 
short  note  from  Mr.  Cooke,  one  of  the  under  sec- 
retaries, stating  that  he  was  instructed  to  require 
of  me  the  names  of  the  men  who  had  received 
the  treatment  complained  of,  and  the  vessels  in 
which  they  were,  which  I  immediately  furnished, 
and  urged  a  reply  to  the  other  part  of  my  letter. 
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Iq  ao  interview  I  have  since  had  with  Mr. 
Cooke^'I  tuoii;  occasion  to  remind  him  of  it,  when 
he  inti|Da(ed  ibat  the  Gorernmeot  did  not  intend 
to  answer  m«i  on  that  point;  adding,  that  Eng- 
land W{as  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world  ;  we 
had  chosen  t(>  go  to  war.  and  so  aid  the  great  en- 
emy, aad  that  England  had  as  much  right  to  re- 
cruit h<?r  ariivy  and  navy,  in  every  possible  man- 
ner, as  France." 


Mr.,Sea8ley  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

WiMPOLE  Street,  Oct.  12,  1812. 

My  Lord:  In  consequence  of  the  war  unhap- 
pily existing  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  it  lias  become  my  duty  to  call 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  situation  of  the 
great  number  (rf  American  seamen  who  have 
been  inftpressvd,  and  are  now  held  in  ihe  ships  of 
war  of  His  Britannic  Majesty.  In  addition  to 
the  wrong  wnich  is  done  to  the  United  State?  by 
this  delentioii  of  their  seamen,  I  regret  to  state 
that  scime  of  these  unfortunate  persons,  tiaving 
heard  of  the  war,  and  offered  to  give  themselves 
up  as  prisoners,  have,  for  so  doing,  or  for  refusing 
to  do  service,  been  punished. 

To  f'lut  an  end  to  a  proceeding  and  a  state  of 
things  so  revolting  to  humanity,  and  so  contrary 
to  the  law  a^rd  usage  of  civilized  nation.«,  I  per- 
suade myself  It  is  only  necessary  to  present  them 
to  the  view  of  the  British  Government;  and  I 
therefore  tru^t  that  effectual  measures  will  be 
immediately  taken  to  restore  these  injured  men 
to  liberty  and  to  their  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 


IS.  Cooke  to  R.  G.  Beasley. 

Foreign  Office  Oct.  19.  1812. 
"In  consequence  of  your  letter  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh of  the  12th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  his 
Lordship  to  c^esire  that  you  will  furnish  me  with 
the  natoes  of  the  American  sailors  who  have 
been  io  punished,  and  of  the  ship  they  are  on 
board.'* 


.Mr.  Beasley  to  E.  Cooke. 
:  WiMPOLE  Street,  Oct.  21,  1812. 

SiRi  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  id 
your  letter  of  the  19th  instant.  I  now  transmit  to 
you  a  list  &/  impressed  American  seamen  on 
board  British  ships  of  war,  who,  having  heard  of 
the  war,  offered  to  give  themselves  up  as  prison- 
ers, and  for  so  doing,  or  for  refusing  to  do  ser- 
rice  have  been  punished. 

I  beg  you  to  remind  Lord  Castlereagh,  that  the 
other  part  of  ;ny  letter  of  the  12ih  instant,  request- 
ing the  release  of  the  American  seamen  detained 
in  the  British  service,  is  still  unanswered. 

I  am.  jjir.  &c.  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

The  list  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter  slates 
the  cases  of  rhe  following  persons: 

Johu  Ballatd.on  board  the  Zenobia, offered  him- 
self a  prisoner,  refused,  and  was  put  in  irons  for 
one  D^hi. 


John  Davis,  on  board  the  Thistle,  gave  himself 
up  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  further  service,  for 
which  he  was  flogged. 

Ephraim  Covell,  on  board  La  Hogue.  gave  him- 
self up  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  further  service, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  was  kept  seven  days 
in  irons. 

John  HosmaD,on  board  La  Hogue,  gave  him- 
self up  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  further  service, 
was  put  in  irons,  still  kept  therein,  and  was  threat- 
ened by  the  commander  with  further  punishment. 

Russell  Brainard,  on  board  La  Hugue,  gave  him- 
self up  as  a  prisoner,  w.(s  put  in  irons,  and  still 
kept  therein. 

Thomas  W.  Marshall,  Peter  Lazelte,  Edward 
Whittle  Banks,  and  Levi  Younger,  on  board  the 
Royal  William,  gave  themselves  up  as  prisoners, 
and  were  io  consequence  thereof  put  into  close 
confinement  for  eight  days. 


October  12, 1812. 
Mr.  Beasley  requests  Lord  Castlereagh  to  cause 
the  necessary  passports  to  be  furnished  for  the 
American  ship  William  and  Eliza,  Captain  How- 
land,  to  proceed  to  the  United  Slates  with  Amer- 
ican citizens. 


October  21,  1812. 

Mr.  Cooke  acquaints  Mr.  Beasley  that  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  granting  a  license  to  a  car- 
tel for  carrying  to  the  United  ':3tate8  such  Ameri- 
can citizens  (non-combatants)  as  may  wish  to 
return  to  their  country.  He  requests  Mr.  Beas- 
ley to  inform  him  of  the  situation  of  the  Ameri- 
can ship  William  and  Eliza. 


Mr.  Beasley  to  IV [r.  Cooke. 
W1.MPOLE  Street,  Oct.  23, 1812. 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  repeat  to  you 
what  I  stated  in  conversation  this  morning,  that 
the  persons  for  whose  return  to  the  United  States 
I  requested  the  necessary  passports,  are,  for  the 
most  part.  American  masters  and  marineia ;  that 
some  of  them,  in  consequt:Dce  of  the  loss  of  their 
ressels  abroad,  have  comt;  here  on  their  way  to 
America;  that  others  of  them,  having  been  em- 
ployed in  British  ships,  are  now  desirous  of 
returning  home;  that  others,  through  the  deten- 
tion or  condemnation  of  their  vessels  under  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council,  and  others,  through  all  the 
casualties  to  which  this  class  of  men  is  always 
exposed,  are  left  without  the  means  of  convey- 
ance. None  of  thes^e  persons  have  been,  in  any 
way.  engaged  in  hostilities  against  Great  Britain. 
They  are  almost  wholly  destitute,  and,  for  some 
time,  have  been  chii.'fly  supported  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States.  There  are  also,  I  believe, 
some  xVmerican  merchants  and  supercargoes,  who 
are  anxious  of  availing  themselves  of  the  same 
opportunity  of  returning  to  their  country. 

You  are,  I  presume,  aware,  that  the  American 
Government  has  afforded  every  facility  to  the  de- 
parture of  those  British  subjects  in  the  United 
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States  who  were  under  similar  circumstances  with 
the  persons  included  in  lay  request. 

With  regard  to  the  ship  William  and  Eliza,  in 
which  these  persons  are  to  embark,  I  beg  to  ob- 
serve, that  I  am  well  assured  by  those  who  have 
charge  of  her.  that  there  is  no  impediment  to  her 
departure. 

I  am,  dec. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 


Mr.  Cooke  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

Foreign  Office,  Oct.  28,  1812. 
Sir:  Having  laid  before  Lord  Castlereagh  your 
letter  requesting  that  you  may  be  allowed  to  send 
a  cartel  to  America,  with  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  wish  to  return  to  their  country,  i  am 
directed  by  his  Lordship  to  express  his  consent 
to  this  proposition,  and  am  to  desire  you  will  con- 
fer with  the  commissioners  for  prisoners  of  war 
with  regard  to  the  account  you  are  to  give  for  such 
parts  of  the  crew  as  shall  appear  to  be  comba- 
taQts,and  on  that  principle  must  be  exchanged. 
I  am.  dec. 

E.  COOKE. 


October  29,  1812. 
Mr.  Beasley  states  to  J.  W.  Croker,  of  the  Ad- 
miralty Office,  that  Lord  Castlereagh  had  referred 
him  to  the  commissioners  for  prisoners  of  war ; 
that  he  had  accordingly  applied  to  them,  and 
learnt  that  the  instructions  which  that  board  had 
received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were 
not  sufficiently  explicit  to  enable  them  to  proceed 
in  the  matter.  Mr.  Beasley  requests  that  their 
Lordships  would  be  pleased  to  give  such  further 
directions  to  the  Transport  Board  as  might  be 
found  necessary. 

October  30,  1812. 
John  Barrow,  of  the  Admiralty  OflSce,  informs 
Mr.  Beasley,  that  his  letter  of  the  29lh  of  October 
had  been  laid  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  that  the  business  had  been 
referred  to  the  Transport  Board. 


October  29,  1812. 

Mr.  Beasley  informs  Alexander  McLeay,  of  the 
Transport  Office,  that  he  had  requested  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  would  be  pleased  to  give  the 
further  instructions  necessary  ;  and,  presuming 
that  these  instructions  would  be  immediately 
given,  requests  Mr.  McLeay  to  inform  him  at  what 
time  it  will  be  convenient  for  the  commissioners 
that  he  should  confer  with  them  on  the  subject. 


October  30,  1S12. 

Alexander  McLeay  informs  Mr.  Beasley  that 
he  is  directed  to  desire  that  Mr.  B.  would  trans- 
mit to  the  Transport  Office  a  list  of  all  the  persons 
whom  Mr.  Beasley  proposed  to  send  to  America, 
staling  their  several  qualities,  and  when  and  how 
they  respectively  came  to  Great  Britain. 


November  3.  1812. 
Mr.  Beasley  transmits  to  Alexander  McLeay, 
of  the  Transport  Office,  a  list  of  American  citizens 
whom  it  IS  proposed  to  send  to  the  United  Slates 
in  the  ship  William  and  Eliza,  stating  their  sev- 
eral qualities,  and  when  and  how  they  respect- 
ively came  into  Great  Bruain.  This  list  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  ten  names.  To  these  are 
added  a  list  of  six  persons,  being  other  passengers 
in  the  same  vessel.  Mr.  Beasley  remarks  to  Mr. 
McLeay,  ''I  am  well  informed  that  many  per- 
sons of  the  description  and  under  the  circumstan- 
ces of  those  mentioned  in  the  first  of  these  lists, 
(being  seamen.)  who  were  awaiting  the  result  of 
my  late  application  to  Lord  Castlereagh  for  a 
cartel  for  their  conveyance  to  America,  have, 
within  a  few  days  past,  been  seized  by  the  impress 
officers,  and  taken  on  board  the  tender  off  the 
Tower ;  and  I  beg  to  know  what  are  the  inten- 
tions of  the  British  Government  respecting  them." 


November  6,  1812. 
Alexander  McLeay  informs  Mr.  Beasley  that 
he  had  received  and  laid  before  the  commission- 
ers for  the  transport  service,  the  list  of  persons 
proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States  in  the 
William  and  Eliza  cartel,  and  adds:  "  In  return. 
I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  inform  the 
board  whether  you  will  engage  that  the  above- 
mentioned  persons,  on  their  arrival  in  the  United 
States,  shall  be  exchanged  for  an  equivalent  num- 
ber of  British  subjects,  who  may  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  Americans.  I  am  at  the  same 
time  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  prisoners  above 
alluded  to  must  sign  engagements  not  to  serve 
against  this  country  or  its  allies  until  regularly 
exchanged." 


Mr.  Beaaley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

November  7,  1812. 
I  have  to  inform  the  board  that  I  am  willing 
to  engage  that  the  American  citizens  whom  I  pro- 
pose to  send  to  the  United  States  on  board  the 
William  and  Eliza  cartel,  shall,  on  their  arrival 
there,  be  exchanged  for  an  equivalent  number 
of  British  subjects  of  the  same  description,  who 
may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  under  similar  circumstances;  and  that  the 
men  themselves  shall  sign  engagements  for  the 
performance  of  any  conditions  similar  to  those 
which  may  have  been  exacted  of  such  British 
subjects  in  the  United  States  ;  it  being  understood, 
that,  if  it  be  found  that  British  subjects,  under 
any  such  circumstances,  have  been  suffered  freely 
to  depart  from  the  United  States,  then  these  en- 
gagements, so  far  as  regards  the  corresponding 
class  of  American  citizens,  shall  be  void.  If, 
however,  it  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  board,  that 
the  return  or  exchange  ol  these  /nen  should  be 
regulated  by  the  principles  recognised  by  the  two 
Governments  in  the  cartel  which,  I  am  informed, 
has  been  lately  concluded  at  Washington,  I  am 
ready  to  enter  into  an  engagement  to  that  effect. 
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\         "Ht.  McL«ay  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

•  November  13,  1812. 

I  am  direcjed  to  acquaint  you  that  the  prison- 
ers metitioned  in  the  list  transmitted  by  you  will 
be  rekftsed,  upori  your  entering^  into  an  uncondi- 
tional engagement  that  they  shall  be  exchanged 
for  Briiish  pr'jsoners  now  in  America,  or  who  may 
be  hereafter  'aken. 

Mr.  Bcaaley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 
'  i  November  16,  1812. 

"For  those  American  citizens  who  composed 
the  cruws  of  ships  taken  in  war,  I  am  at  all  limes 
ready  Xo  entfr  into  any  engagement  which  the 
law  arijd  usage  of  natiuos  require.  But.  for  those 
whom'your  jaws  have  invited,  or  whom  misfor- 
tune h'ls  thrown  into  your  country — whom  acci- 
dent.and  not  the  fortune  of  war,  has  placed  within 
your  |jOwer.;  I  must  still  urge  my  request,  that 
they  bi;  allotwed  to  depart  the  Kingdom  on  the 
conditions  proposed  in  my  letter  of  the  7th  inst.'' 
But,  '■♦if  the  board  will  enter  into  an  uncondi- 
tional engagement,  that  all  British  subjects  who 
have  heen  permitted  to  leave  the  United  States 


persons  of  this  description,  previous  to  their  being 
permiiiuU  to  return  to  America. 


Mr.  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

December  23, 1812. 
1  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Transport  Service,  &c.,  your  letter 
of  the  15ih  instant,  and  in  return  am  directed  to 
acquaint  you  that,  at  present,  they  are  only  author- 
ized to  deliver  up  to  you  the  Americans  mentioned 
in  the  list  transmitted  by  you  on  the  3d  of  No- 
vember. 


Mr.  Beaaley  to  Alexander  McLeay. 

December  24,  1812. 
"After  so  long  a  time  spent  in  discussing  the 
principles  and  conditions  of  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, I  perceive,  with  some  surprise,  by  your  let- 
ter of  yesterday,  that  the  only  persons  whom  the 
board  are  authorized  to  deliver  up  to  me.  are 
those  mentioned  in  the  list  transmitted  to  you  on 
the  3d  November,  who,  though  so  long  known  to 
since  l-he  declaration  of  war,  or  who  may  be  per-  |  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  j^rge  in  this  city,  have 
mittcd  to  depart  therefrom,  shall  be  exchanged  |  ^^^^^  ^^^^  detained  as  prisoners,  and  who  have, 
for  Aiiierican  prisoners  of  war,  I  will,  in  like  man- ,gy^.r  s,„ce  iheir  arrival,  been  maintained  at  the 
ner,  engage  for  those  American  citizens  agreea-  ,  charge  of  the  United  Slates.  During  this  in- 
bly  tu^  your  letter.'  Mr.  Beasley  adds :"  This  ,  j^^yj^,  ^^^^^^  persons  have  been  partially  dis- 
arrangjemeni,  however,  I  would  make  with  great  ,  pgrspd  ;  some  have  been  taken  up  as  prisoners, 
reluctance;  because  it  would  not  be  in  unison  with  1  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  impressed,  and  some  have  other- 
thai  spirit  of  libera]  warfare  entertamed  by  the  |  ^^^^  dnappeared.  Others,  however,  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  have  since  been  added, and 
there  now  remain  about  one  hundred  persons. 
Of  these  men,  as  i  understand  the  tenor  of  our 
correspondence,  those  who  belonged  to  vessels 
detained  or   taken   in  war.  are  to  be  suHered  to 


Government  of  the  United  States,  and  because  it 
would  bring  within  the  influence  of  the  war  those 
who  rliight,  without  detriment  to  either  party, be 
exempt  frorn  its  operation." 


Mr.  Uoasiey  <o  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  the  Foreign  Office,     proceed    to  the   United    States  on    my  entering 
.  :  November  23   1812.        '"'^  ^^^  engagement  which  accompanied  your 


I  must  bei;  leave  to  state,  that  that  part  uf  my 
note  of  the  ^2th  ultimo,  addressed  to  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh.  relative  to  American  citizens  who  have 
been  i{npresi>ed,  and  are  now  held  in  His  Majes- 
ty's naval  sfrcice,  remains  unanswered.  To  the 
reasorts  already  urged  for  ihe  discharge  of  those 
mea,  tnay  be  added  that  of  compelling  them  to 
fight  9gainKt  their  country;  and  I  need  scarcely 
add,  that,  at  they  were  forcibly  detained  before 
the  oammercement  of  hostilities,  it  would  be  very 
unjusi  to  discharge  them  merely  to  make  them 
prisoners.     Of  the  number  of  those  unfortunate 


letter  of  the  14ih  instant ;  but  that,  for  the  others, 
no  engagement  is  required.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  further  misunderstanding,  I  beg  to  knew 
whether  this  recapitulation  is  correct."' 


Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beaaley. 

Transport  Office,  Dec.  26, 1812. 

Sir:  1  have  received  and  laid  before  the  com- 
missioners for  the  Transport  Service,  <tc.  your  let- 
ter of  the  24th  instant,  and,  in  return,  I  am  di- 


rected to  acquaint  you  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
persoijs,  ma.iy  must  be  in  vessels  on  foreign  sia-  ^j^  Majesty's  Government  that  such  of  the  Amer- 
tions  ill  a  great  distance.  It  is  a  subject  of  much  j^.^^^^  named  in  the  list  which  accompanied  your 
public*,  inter^-st  in  the  United  States. and  one  which  |  |gj,gp  ^f  jj,g  3(j  of  last  month,  as  belonged  to  ves- 
invol'jes  th*?  domestic  comfort  and  happiness  of  .gi^  jg,ained  or  taken,  and  as  are  consequently 
maDy;famil>es.  1  p^joners  of  war,  shall  be  suffered  to  prpceed  to 

'  the  United  States  upon   your  entering  into  the 
Mr.  McLeay  writes  to  Mr.  Beaaley,  and,  after  tome  I  engagement  winch  accompanied  my  letter  of  the 


prehminary  reasoning,  says  : 

November  24,  1812. 

Thv'  Coniraissioners  (of  the  Transport  Office) 

are  iruilruct<"d  (by  the  Lords  Commissioner?  of  the 

AdmtJaliy)  to  continue  to  require  from  you  an 

uncouditional  receipt,  as  prisoners  of  war,  for  all 


14th  instant;    but  that,  for  Americans  who  were 
residenlor  travelling  in  this  country,  or  resorting 
hither  for  commercial  purposes,  not  as  mariners, 
no  such  engagement  will  be  required. 
I  am,  6lc. 

ALEXANDER  M'LEAY. 


I 
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Mr.  Beasley  to  Alexander  McLeay. 

December  28,  1812. 
"On  referring  to  that  list  (which  accompanied 
my  letter  of  the  3J  ultimo)  you  will  perceive 
another  class  of  persons,  namely,  mariners,  who 
did  not  belong  to  vessels  detained  or  taken ;  and 
as  your  omitting  to  notice  these  men  in  your 
letter  might  leave  room  for  some  doubt  respect- 
ing them,  I  lose  no  time  in  requesting  to  be  in- 
formed on  what  terms  the  Board  understand  that 
they  are  to  be  suffered  to  return  to  the  United 
States." 


Alexander  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

December  29,  1812. 
"  By  a  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  26ih  in- 
stant, you  will  observe  that  mariners  are  ex- 
pressly excepted  from  the  description  of  persons 
who  are  to  be  released  unconditionally,  and  con- 
sequently it  is  necessary  you  should  give  a  re- 
ceipt for  all  the  mariners  named  in  the  list  trans- 
mitted by  you." 


Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

February  17,  1813. 
"In  your  reply,  of  the  9th  instant,  communi- 
cating the  result  of  inquiries  made  by  order  of 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  tiie  Admiralty,  rela- 
tive to  the  alleged  ill  treatment  of  certain  sea- 
men claiming  to  be  Americans,  in  the  British 
service,  in  consequence  of  iheir  having  requested 
to  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war.  as  repre- 
sented in  my  letter  to  Lord  Casilereagh  of  the 
12th  October,  I  have  to  observe,  that,  although 
the  statement  of  those  persons,  and  that  contained 
in  your  letter,  differ  greatly  as  to  the  degree  of 
this  ill  treatment,  it  does  appear  that  some  sever- 
ity was  exercised  towards  them  on  that  occasion, 
and  without  any  proper  investigation  of  their 
claim  of  American  citizenship,  which,  if  estab- 
lished, should  have  exempted  them  not  only  from 
punishment,  but  from  service.  As  it  may  be  in- 
ferred, however,  from  your  letter,  that  if  proof  be 
produced  to  support  their  claim,  their  request 
will  yet  be  complied  with.  I  have  to  inform  you, 
that  evidence  to  that  effect  was  long  since  trans- 
mitted to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  in  behalf 
of  several  of  these  persons."  [Here  follows  the 
names  of  persons,  and  a  recitation  of  the  proof  of 
citizenship,  dec]  Mr.  Beasley  proceeds,  "'I  cannot 
avoid  expressing  my  disappointment  and  regret 
that  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  request  made 
to  Lord  Casilereagh  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  of 
October,  for  the  general  release  of  the  American 
seamen  detained  in  the  British  service." 


Alexander  McLeay,  to  R.  G.  Beasley. 

Transport  Office,  Feb.  26,  1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  received,  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  Transport  Service,  dtc.,  your 
letter  of  the  7ih  of  this  month,  with  its  enclosure, 
relative  to  the  alleged  ill  treatment  of  certain 
seamen,  claiming  to  be  Americans,  in  the  British 
service,  in  consequence  of  iheir  having  requested 
I3tli  Co>.  2dSES3.— 72 


to  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war ;  and  the 
same  having  been  referred  to  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which  they  have  re- 
ceived from  their  Lordship's  secretary,  in  answer 
thereto.     I  am.  dec. 

ALEXANDER  McLEAY. 


John  Barrow  to  the  Transport   Board. 

AD.MIRALTY  OFFICE,  Feb.  25,  1813. 
Gentle.men  :    Having  laid   before   my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of 
the  18th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter,  to- 

? ether  with  the  documents  therein  referred  to, 
rom  Mr.  Beasley,  the  American  agent  for  prison- 
ers of  war  in  this  country,  on  the  subject  of  cer- 
tain alleged  citizens  of  the  United  States  detained 
in  his  Majesty's  service,  I  have  it  in  command  to 
signify  their  Lordships'  directions  to  you  to  ac- 
quaint Mr.  Beasley.  that  neither  now,  in  war,  nor 
before,  during  peace,  is,  or  was,  the  British  Gov- 
ernment desirous  of  having  American  seamen  in 
its  service;  and  that  their  Lordships  will  now 
discharge,  as  prisoners  of  war,  as  they  formerly 
did  as  neutrals,  those  persons  who  can  adduce 
any  sufficient  proof  of  iheir  being  Americans. 

You  will  further  inform  Mr.  Beasley,  that  all 
the  cases  staled  by  him  have  received,  or  are  under 
accurate  examination,  and  that  such  persons  who 
may  appear  to  be  Americans,  will  be  immediately 
sent  to  prison,  as  many  have  been  already. 

I  am,  dec.  JOHN  BARROW. 


Alexander  .McLeay  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

Transport  Office,  March  6, 1813. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Transport  Service,  ic.  to  inform  you,  that, 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  printed  letters  which  were 
transmitted  by  you  to  this  office,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  forwarded  to  certain  seamen  on  board  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  they  considered  it 
their  duty  to  submit  the  same  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  to  request  their 
Lordships'  directions  on  the  subject ;  and  the 
Board  having,  this  day,  received  a  letter  from 
their  Lordships'  secretary,  of  which  the  enclosed 
IS  a  copy,  I  have  their  directions  to  acquaint  you 
accordingly,  that  the  letters  in  question  will  not 
be  forwarded,  and  that  you  cannot  be  permitted 
to  maintain  any  correspondence  with  the  sea- 
men on  board  His  Majesty's  fleet. 

I  am,  dec.  ALEXANDER  M'LEAY. 


John  Barrow  to  the  Transport  Board. 

Ad.mihalty  Office.  March  5,  1813. 
Ge.ntlemen  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th 
of  last  month,  enclosing  a  letter  addn-ssed  by 
Mr.  Beasley  to  a  seaman  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ship  Porcupine,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  if 
lettersof  a  similar  description  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  I  am 
commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
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Admiralty,  to  signify  their  direction  to  you  not  to 
forward  any  such  letters,  and  to  acquaint  Mr. 
Beasley  that  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  maintain 
any  cofrespondence  with  the  seamen  on  board 
His  Mi^esty';.  fleet ;  observing  to  him,  at  the  same 
time.  tP^at  th<>  printed  letter  in  question,  contains 
a  statetpent  unfounded  in  fact,  for  that,  neither 
since  t*ie  wstr  with  America,  nor  before,  have 
their  Lord'shlps  declined  to  release  American  sea- 


have,  £ind  s^il  do  refuse  to  release  persons  as- 
sumioo,  wit;iout  any  proof  or  document,  that 
charac((er.     I  am,  &c. 

;  JOHN  BARROW. 


Copy  of  a  printed  circular  letter  addressed  to  American 
seamen  in  Britiah  ships  of  war. 


London,  - 
letter  of  the 


1813. 


the  release  of  William  Wilson,  an  impressed 
American,  detained  on  board  the  Cordelia  in 
which  they  »>tate  that  this  man,  being  an  alien 
enemy,  must  continue  to  serve,  or  go  to  prison. 
Should  other  corroboration  be  wanted,  it  may  be 
found  in  the  long  and  marked  silence  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  my  numerous  applications 
again  and  again  repeated,  for  the  release  of 
these  men  ;  seeing  that  it  was  not  until  the  25ih 
men,  a'jmittt»d  or  proved  to  be  such,  though  they    of  February,  nearly   seven    months  after    their 

Lordships  had  informed  me  of  their  having  de- 
.  ferred  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  nearly 
five  months  after  my  formal   demand   made   to 
i  Lord  Castlereagh,  that  they  directed  the  Board  to 
!  inform   me  of  their  intention    to  treat  them  as 
'  prisoners  of  war.     And  even  this  was  not  done 
;  until  eight  days  after  my  printed  letter  in  ques- 
'  tion  appears  to  have  been  on  their  table.     Surely 
;  it  was  in  utter  forgetfulness  of  all  these  circum- 
'  stances,  that  their  Lordships  declared  my  state- 
ment unfounded  in  fact ;  for  it  appears  impossible 
that  they  can,  in  the  mind  of  any  person,  bear  a 
different  interpretation  from  that  which  I  have 
given   them.      But  how  do  these  facts   bear  on 
1  their  Lordships'  statement?     How.  I  ask,  does 
their  determination,  that  Wilson,  proved  and  ad- 
:  mitted  to  be  an  American,  must  continue  to  serve 
or  go  to  prison,  support  the  assertion,  that  their 
<  Lordships  have  not  declined  to  release  American 
seamen  when   admitted  or  proved  to  be  such  ? 
j  But,  perhaps,  in  their  Lordships'  view,  to  send 
t  them  from  service  and  detention  in  ships  of  war, 
I  to  confinement  in  prisons,  is  to  release  them.     If 
so,  it  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  the  subject  further, 
and  I  will  content  myself  with  having  vindicated 
the  correctness  of  iny  own  statement." 

'■  I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lord- 

ship>'  purpose,  as  expressed  in  their  secretary's 

letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  to  treat  as  prisoners  of 

war  the  American  seamen  who  have  been  im- 

'  pressed,  and  are  held  in  the  British  service.    Tak> 

!  ing  into  view  the  manner  in  which  these  unfor- 

j  tunate  persons  came  luto  the  power  of  the  British 

Government;  that  their  own  rights  and  inclina- 


In  ahswet'  to   your   letter  of  the ,  I 

have  t»i  infoj'm  you.  that  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  |he  Admiralty  having,  in  consequence  of 
the  ua|r  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britairf,  declined  to  release  those  American  citi- 
zens w|ho  have  been  impressed,  and  are  held  in 
the  Br.tish  service,  there  appears  to  be  no  other 
course  for  y&u  to  pursue,  than  to  give  yourself  up 
as  a  pr^oner  of  war.  to  the  commander  of  the  ship 
in  whi^h  you  are  detained. 


i         \  U.  S.  Agent  for  prisont-rs  of  war. 


Extrac*^  of  a'  letter  from   Mr.  Beasley  to  Alexander 
Mc,l.eay,  dated  13th  March,'l8l3. 

'*  In  the  l«jtter  of  their  Lordships'  secretary  of 
the  Stl;  instant,  the  Board  are  directed  to  observe 
to  me.  that  che  printed  letter  wliich  I  addressed 
to  certain  Ainerican  seamen  detained  in  the  Brit- 
ish navy,  ''contains  a  statement  unfounded  in 
fact;  for  thht,  neither  since  the  war  with  Amer- 
ica, nor  before,  have  their  Lordships  declined  to 
release  American  seamen,  adiuitted  or  proved  to 
be  such."  Jt  is  not  necessary  to  my  present  pur- 
pose to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  their  Lord- 
ships' "Conduct  on  this  matter,  before  the  war;  tions,  the  rights  of  their  country,  the  law  of  na 
although  my  own  oflScial  observation,  in  nuraer-  tions.  and  every  principle  of  justice,  were  violated 
ous  cases,  when  I  held  the  office  of  Consul,  would  '  in  the  very  act  by  which  each  of  these  men  was 
authorize  n\e  to  dispute  even  that  part  of  their  brought  within  its  power,  and  that  this  wrong 
secretary's  assertion.  But,  with  reference  to  their  ;  accumulates  so  long  as  any  of  them  remain  in  its 
Lordships'  c-onduct  since  the  war,  I  beg  to  re-  '  power,  I  do  maintain  that  they  are,  on  every 
mind  fhemcjf  their  letter  of  the  5th  August,  soon  ground,  entitled  to,  and  the  British  Government 
after  the  cc»mmencement  of  the  war,  in  answer  ]  is  bound  to  grant,  their  immediate  and  complete 
to  a  request  ^ade  on  the  31st  July,  for  the  release  '  release.  It  acquired  them  only  as  the  spoils  of 
of  certain  impressed  American  seamen,  in  which    unlawful  violence  ;  how  then  can  it  retain  them 


their  Lordsl;ips,  going  beyond  the  mere  declining 
to  release  the  men,  stated  '•  that,  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  they  will  defer  the  considera- 
tion of  the  r«?quest  for  their  release  ;"  or,  in  other 
words,  that  ithey  will  not,  at  present,  war  being 
commenced  even  think  on  the  subject  of  their 
release.  If  further  proof  be  necessary  of  their 
Lordships'  having,  as  I  slated  in  my  printed  let- 
ter, declined  the  release  of  such  seamen  in  con- 
sequence of  the  war.  1  will  call  to  their  recollec- 
tion a  letter  written  by   their  secretary,  on  the 


as  the  fruits  of  lawful  war  ?  Its  right  of  control 
over  them  can  only  arise  from  the  lawfulness  of 
their  detention  ;  but  that  which  was  unlawfully 
taken  cannot  be  rightfully  held  ;  and  to  acknowl- 
edge the  pretension  to  such  control  as  their  Lord- 
ships' purpose  implies,  would  be  to  legiiimatise 
the  act  by  which  they  came  into  their  power. 
The  British  Government  disclaims  all  right  and 
all  intention  to  take  them,  and  this  disavowal  is 
an  acknowledgment  of  its  obligation  to  restore 
them  to  the  same  condition,  and  to  the  same  free- 


y  HUH  a  leuer    wriiieu   uy    ineir  secretary,   on   me     iiicm  lu  »uc  .same  uuijuuiuu,  auu  lu  lue  sdiiie  iree- 

.$  25ih  of  August,  in  answer  to  an  application  for  I  dom,  t'rora  which  they  were  taken.     Upon  what 
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ground  is  it,  then,  that  they  are  to  be  treated  as  I 
prisoners  of  war  ?    Not  many  years  have  elapsed 
since  all  Europe  resounded  with  the  complaints 
of  Great  Britain  against  France,  for  retaining,  as  , 
prisonersof  war.ceriain  British  subjects,  who. hav- 
ing entered  theFrenchterritories.in  timeof  peace,  ' 
were  found  there  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  i 
But,  if  that  were  regarded  in  England  as  an  out- 
rage, what  will  be   thought  of  this  detention,  as  i 
prisoners  of  war,  of  American  seamen,  who,  hav-  ' 
ing  been  wrongfully  taken  on  the  high  seas,  and 
forcibly  carried   into  the  British  service,  in  time  ' 
of  peace,  are  found  therein  at  the  breaking  out  of! 
a  war,  doing  her  service,  and  fighting  her  battles  ?  ' 
The  conduct  of  France  was  attempted  to  be  jus-  ■ 
tified  by  certain   acts  of  England,  which   were 
alleged  lo  be  equally  contrary  to  the  law  of  na-  ' 
tions.     Bat  what  justification,  what  excuse,  can  ! 
be  set  up  for  this  conduct  of  Great  Britain   to-  1 
wards  the  impressed  American  seamen  ?     What  I 
infraction  of  tlie  law  of  nations,  what  violence  or  ' 
injustice  exercised  towards  British   subjects,  or  | 
what  outrage  is  this  cruel  act  to  retaliate?     It  j 
cannot  be   the  free  and  spontaneous   permission  ! 
given  by  the  United  States,  at  the  commencement  | 
of  the  war,  for  every  British  subject,  of  every  class  j 
and  description,  found  within  their  territories,  or  i 
in  their  power,  to  return  to  his  country,  that  this  ! 
imprisonment  of  American  seamen  is  to  requite.  I 
And,  surely,  this  cannot  be  the  indemnification  ' 
which  Great  Britain  offers  these  unfortunate  men 
for  the  wrongs  which  she  has  inflicted  on  them, 
or  the  reward  which  she  bestows  for  the  service 
she  has  received  at  their  hands.  j 

"To  the  unqualified  prohibition  of  all  corres-  \ 
pondence  between  myself  and  the  impressed  j 
American  seamen  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's  | 
fleet,  so  unreservedly  stated  in  the  letter  of  their  i 
Lordships'  secretary  of  the  6th  instant,  I  must! 
conform,  whatever  may  be  my  sentiments  and 
feelings  respecting  it.  The  situation  in  which 
these  unfortunate  men  and  myself  stood  towards  I 
each  other,  appeared  not  only  to  invite,  but  to 
authorize  a  communication  between  us.  On  their 
part,  the  object  of  this  correspondence  was  to  ob- 
tain information  and  counsel  as  to  the  proper 
manner  of  conducting  themselves  under  circum-  i 
stances  the  most  difficult,  and  on  an  occasion  the  [ 
most  important  and  solemn,  namely,  how  to  act  ' 
while  forcibly  held  to  service  in  ships  of  war  be-  ; 
longing  to  a  State  engaged  in  actual  hostilities  \ 
against  their  country—a  situation  which  their  ! 
own  good  sense  and  proper  feelings  taught  them  ! 
was  alike  incompatible  with  their  rights  and  their  { 
duties.  My  part  has  been,  after  having  waited  | 
five  months,  m  vain,  for  a  communication  of  their  i 
Lordships'  intentions,  to  recommend  them,  since 
there  appeared  no  means  of  obtaining  their  re-  i 
lease,  to  give  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war —  j 
an  evil  comparatively  light  to  that  which  they  | 
suffer.  In  other  instances,  their  letters  have  re- } 
lated  the  rejection  of  their  offer,  and  the  threats  | 
of  punishment,  and  all  contain  complaints  of  the  ; 
unexampled  hardship  of  their  situation." 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

A.  McLeav.  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Montjjomery,  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Alicante,  dated  the  4th  of 
November,  1812,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

•'Herewith  is  a  copv  of  a  letter  to  Admiral 
Hallowell,  with  his  reply.  The  man  in  question 
has  declared,  under  oath,  that  he  never  signed 
any  article  or  agreement  whatever  to  serve  on 
board  the  Indefatigable,  nor  any  other  British 
vessel,  and  he  has  now  left  her,  losing  what  wages 
was  due  him." 


Alicante,  October  23,  1812. 

SiH  :  Philips,  a  mariner  and  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  appears  bv  a  regular  protection, 
from  the  Collector  of  New  York,  informs  me 
that,  some  time  since  since,  he  engaged  himself 
on  board  the  transport  Indefatigable,  for  six 
months,  at  certain  wages  agreed  for ;  that  he  has 
now  been  eight  months  in  said  vessel,  and  de- 
mands his  discharge  and  wages,  but  the  master 
having  refused  both,  obliges  me  to  request  you 
will  inform  yourself  of  the  fact,  and  if  as  the  mari- 
ner states,  order  him  to  be  paid  off  and  discharged. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you,  dec. 

ROBT.  MONTGOMERY. 

Benjamin  Hallowell,  Esq., 

Admiral  Royal  Nary  Great  Britain. 

.\dmiral  Hallowell  to  Mr.  Montgomery. 
H.  M.'a  Ship  Malta,  (Alicante  Bay,) 

October  26,  1812. 
Sir:  I  find  upon  inquiry  that  there  is  on  board 
the  Indefatigable  transport,  the  man  mentioned 
in  your  letter  of  the  23d.  As  there  is  no  objec- 
tion to  a  foreigner  going  in  the  station  of  mariner, 
on  board  a  vessel  of  that  description,  and  as  he 
has  signed  articles  of  agreement  to  serve  on  board 
the  Indefatigable.  I  shall  not  molest  him  while 
he  continues  in  her;  but  the  moment  he  gets  his 
discharge,  I  shall  deem  it  ray  duty  to  take  hold  of 
him,  and  put  him  in  confinement,  as  a  prisoner 
of  war.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c.. 


No.  4. 


Compulsory  service  of  impressed  Americans  on 
board  British  ships  of  war. 


I.  Beekman  Verplanck  Hoffman,  of  the  towa 
of  Poughkeepsie,  do  certify,  that  I  am  a  Lieuten- 
ant in  the  United  States'  Navy;  that  I  was  a 
Lieutenant  on  board  the  Constitution  frigate  in 
the  action  and  capture  of  the  Guerriere;  that 
after  her  surrender,  I  was  «ent  on  board  ;  and 
after  taking  out  the  crew,  fired  and  blew  up  the 
ship;  that  eight  impressed  American  seamen 
were  among  the  crew  of  the  Guerriere,  who  were 
liberated  at  Boston.  I  was  also  on  board  the 
Constitution,  in  the  action  and  capture  of  the 
Java,  and  was  sent  on  board  that  vessel,  and  after 
the  crew  were  removed,  set  her  on  fire  and  blew 
her  up.  Among  the  crew  of  the  Java,  thirteen 
impressed  American  seamen  were  found,  three  of 
whom  had  entered  the  British  servici?,  and  were 
left,  the  other  ten  were  liberated  as  Americans. 

B.  V.  HOFFMAN. 

PocaHKEEP3iE.  .\pnl  16,  1813. 
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Manner  in  which  the  War  i*  waged  by  the  Enemy. 


Dlf'f  CHESS  COCNTY,  ss  : 

Kjchard  Thompson,  being  sworn,  saith,  that  he 
is  f  native  of  New  Paltz,  opposite  Poughkeepsie  ; 
th*  he  sailed  from  Wiirainglon.  about  the  28th 
)fL'\pril,  1810»  oa  board  the  brig  Warren.  Wil- 
Kelly.  Captain,  for  Cork.  On  the  horae- 
J  passage,  in  September  following,  he  was 
ressed  and  taken  on  board  the  Peacock,  a 
ish  sloop-of-war,  and  compelled  to  do  duty, 
t,  while  on  board  that  vessel,  he  made  many 
iccessful  attempts  to  write  to  his  friends  to 
ini^rm  them  of  his  situation.  He  further  sailh, 
tb;<|,  after  he  had  heard  of  the  war,  himself  and 
twii  other  impressed  American  seamen,  who  were 
on^'oard  the  Peacock,  went  aft  to  the  Captain, 
antf  claimed  to  be  considered  as  American  prison- 
erf  of  war,  and  refused  to  do  duty  any  longer. 
Ti^c'y  were  ordered  off  the  quarter  deck,  and  the 
C^iain  called  for  the  master-at-arms,  and  ordered 
u<C^o  be  put  in  irons ;  we  were  then  kept  in  irons 
alAt  twenty-four  hours,  when  we  were  taken 
oiSl  brought  to  the  gangway,  stripped  of  our 
cU^hes,  tied  and  whipped,  each  one  dozen  and  a 
h^i  lashes,  and  put  to  duty. 

|Ie  further  saith,  that  he  was  kepi  on  board  the 
P<,*icock,  and  did  duty,  till  the  action  with  the 
Hornet;  after  the  Hofnet  hoisted  American  colors, 
h^  and  the  other  irnpressed  Americans,  again 
wviit  to  the  Captain  of  the  Peacock,  asked  to  be 
st^ii  below,  said  it  "was  an  American  ship,  and 
tt#t  they  did  not  wi ih  to  6ght  against  their  coun- 
tr^  The  Captain  ordered  us  to  our  quarters  ; 
c»ed  Midshipman  Stone  to  do  his  duty  ;  and  if 
\<v  did  not  do  our  duty,  to  blow  our  brains  out. 
y,  ay  !"'  was  answered  by  Stone,  who  then 
il  a  pistol  at  my  head,  and  ordered  us  to  our 
ces.  We  then  continued  at  our  pieces,  and 
re  compelled  to  fight  till  the  Peacock  struck  ; 
we  were  liberated  after  an  impressment  of 
ut  two  years  and  eight  months. 

RICHARD  -h  THOMPSON, 
mark 
ead  over  and  sifined  in  presence  of 

JOSEPH  HARRIS. 
JOHN  S.  FREAR. 
*OUGHKEEPSIE,  April  17,  1813. 


[irTCHl 

fjame 


iiss  CocnfV,  M.- 

les  Tomnkins,  being  sworn,  saiih,  that  he 
i*a  native  of  Olsier  county,  opposite  Poughkeep- 
sS  ;  that  he  saijed  oQt  of  New  York,  in  the  month 
olApril,  18I2,Jn  thf  ship  .Minerva,  bound  to  Ire- 
^id  ;  that,  on  Iher  jiomeward  I  ound  passage,  in 
ly  after,  thisjdepo^ient,  with  three  other  Ameri- 
"liuuel  Davis,  William  Young,  and 
[ere  impressed  and  taken  on  board 
Acteon,  David  Smith,  Captain, 
on  Saturday  evening;  on  Mon- 
[e  weire  brought  to  the  gangway, 
[,(i  informed  ithat  we  mu*t  enter  on  board  the 
ip  and  live  s,s  othjer  seamen,  or  we  should  live 
II  oatmeal  ajd  water  and   receive  five   dozen 
l^i^cs.    This  (teponknt  says,  himself  and  the  other 

\..  1      ; 

I  I      i 

Vl  ■      .. 


jj 

c?3  seamen,  S.( 
Jlbn  Brown, 
tke  British  slit 
\|'e  were  takej 
\y  morning 


ihree  impressed  with   him,  did  refuse  to  enter, 
and  each  of  them  were  then  whipped  five  dozen 
lashes.    On  Wednesday  following,  we  were  again 
all   brought  up  and  had  the  same  offer  made  to 
us,  to  enter,  which  we  refused,  and  we  were  again 
whipped  four  dozen  lashes,  each.     On  Saturday 
after,    the  like  offer  was  made  to  us,  and  on  our 
refusal  we  were  again  whipped  three  dozen  lashes. 
On  Monday  following,  still  refusing  to  enter,  we 
were  again  whipped  two  dozen,  each.     On  Wed- 
nesday following,  we  were  again  whipped  one 
dozen  each,  acd  ordered  to  be  taken  below,  and 
put  in   irons  till  we  did  enter;  and  the  Captain 
said  he  would  punish  the  damned  Yankee  rascals 
till  they  did  enter.     We  were  then  put  in  irons, 
and  laid  in  irons  three  months.     During  the  time 
of  our  impressment  the  ship  bad  an  action,  and 
captured  a  French  ship.     Before  this  action  we 
were   taken   out  of  irons  and  asked  to  fight,  but 
we  refused ;  and  after  the  action  we  were  a^^ia 
ironed,  where  we  remained  till  the  ship  arrived 
at  London.     After  arriving  there  we  first  heard 
of  the  war  with  America,  and  that  the  Guerriere 
was   taken.    This  deponent  took  his  shirt,  and 
Samuel   Davis  and    William  Young  took  their 
handkerchiefs,    made   stripes   and   stars   for   the 
American  colors,  and   bung  it  over  a  gun,  and 
gave   three    cheers    for    the    victory.     The   next 
morning  at  six  o'clock  we  were  brought  up  and 
whipped,  two  dozen  lashes  each,  for  huzzaing  for 
the  Yankee  6ag.     ShLrily  after  this,  we  were  all 
released  by  the  assistance  of  the  American  Con- 
sul and  Captain  Hall,  who  knew  us. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  that  all  had  pro- 
tections, and  showed  them,  and  claimed  to  be 
Americans,  at  the  time  they  were  impressed. 

JAMES  TOMPKINS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  17th  day  of  April,  1813 ; 
at  which  lime  the  said  James  Tompkins  showed 
me  his  wrists,  which,  at  his  request,  I  examined, 
and  there  appeared  to  be  marks  on  both  of  them, 
occasioned,  as  I  suppose,  from  bis  having  beeu 
in  irons. 

WM.  W.  BOGARDUS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


No.  5. 
ViolatioJi  of  Flags  of  Truce. 

MoNTBEAL  Prison,  May  6,  1613. 

Sir:  I  am  an  unfortunate  American,  who  was 
taken  by  the  Indians  on  my  way  to  Maiden,  with 
a  flag  of  truce,  from  General  Harrison,  on  the 
night  of  the  Slst  of  January,  and  after  a  variety 
of  indignities,  too  tedious  to  mention,  I  was 
brought  here,  and  put  in  the  dungeon  for  thirty- 
three  days,  and  have  been  up  on  the  centre  floor  a 
week.  I  wish  to  see  you,  if  possible,  and  have 
your  advice.  &c.     In  haste,  yours,  dec, 

SAML.  McKEEHAN, 
Surgeon's  Male,  2d  Reg.  2d  Brig. 

Ohio  Militia. 

Lieutenant  Dodlet. 


Manner  in  which  the    War  is  waged  by  the  Enemy. 


; 


Montreal  Prison,  May  9.  1813.  ' 
Sir  :  Yesterday  Sir  George's  Aid  came  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  nature  of  my  confinement 
had  been  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  Colonel  Leth- 
bridge  was  required  to  restore  me  my  liberty.  I 
was  also  informed  that  you  and  myself  would, 
probably,  in  a  few  days,  be  sent  to  the  United 
States.  Colonel  Lethbridge  told  me  he  would 
send  for  me  at  3  o'clock,  and  take  my  parole.  In 
less  than  one  hour,  Major  Shackleton  called,  and 
said  the  Governor,  after  a  more  mature  conside- 
ration, had  concluded  he  could  not  let  me  have 
my  liberty  until  he  would  hear  from  General 
Proctor. 

Two  or  three  days  after  my  imprisonment. 
Major  Shackleton  told  me  that  General  Proctor 
had  promised,  with  the  next  despatches,  to  send 
all  the  papers  relating  to  my  case,  and  that  then 
I  would  have  a  hearing. 

So  you  may  see  punishment  by  torture  is  not 
yetabolished.    If  they  had  drove  a  dagger  through 
my  heart,  my  punishment  would  have  been  much 
less,  and  their  compassion  much  greater. 
Yours.  &c., 

SAMUEL  McKEEHAN. 

Major  Shackleton  also  told  me  that  Colonel 
Baynes  was  unauthorized  to  tell  me  what  he  did. 

S.  McK. 
Lieutenant  Dudley. 


Montreal  Jail,  Alay  12,  1813. 

Sir:  I  am  requested  by  Doctor  McKeehan  to 
inform  you  of  his  present  unpleasant  situation. 
He  IS  at  this  time  so  unwell  as  to  be  confined  to 
his  bed,  and  has  no  chance  of  getting  anything  to 
make  him  comfortable.  No  person  attends  here 
to  examine  our  situation  ;  neither  have  we  a 
chance  to  send  out  after  any  necessaries  that  we 
want. 

I  am  confident  the  Doctor's  case  requires  some 
very  speedy  aid,  particularly  as  it  respects  his 
confined  situation,  lodging,  dec.  Yours,  respect- 
fully, GEO.  H.  RODGERS, 

United  States''  Amiy. 

Lieutenant  Dudley. 


Doctor  McKtchan  I  i^arrative. 

Albany,  May  24,  1813, 
On  the  31si  of  January  last  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Harrison  to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin, 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  from  thence  to  Maiden, 
if  not  stopped  by  the  Indians.  We  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami,  at  dark,  and  not 
finding  a  company  of  rangers  as  expected,  we 
encamped  in  a  cave,  the  horse  and  carryall  be- 
fore the  door,  and  the  flag  standing  by  them. 
About  midnight  the  Indians  fired  in  upon  us, 
killed  Mr.  Lemont,  wounded  myself  in  the  foot, 
and  made  us  prisoners.  After  despatching  Mr. 
Lemont  with  the  tomahawk,  scalping  and  strip- 
ping him,  they  seized  my  horse,  harness,  great 
coat,  blankets,  and  other  clothing,  and  one  hun- 
dred dollars  in  gold,  which  the  General  had  sent 
to  procure  necessaries  for  the  wounded  of  Gene- 
ral Winchester's  army. 


That  night  I  was  made  to  walk  more  than 
twenty  miles,  to  where  Captain  Elliot  was  sta- 
tioned with  a  party  of  Indians.  Th(3  captain 
treated  me  politely,  and  sent  me  to  Colonel  Proc- 
tor. I  was  scarcely  seated  before  the  Colonel 
began  to  exclaim  against  General  Harrison;  said 
he  had  been  used  to  fight  Indians  and  not  Brit- 
ish ;  found  fault  with  my  instructions,  and  said 
the  flag  was  only  a  pretext  to  cover  a  bad  design. 
I  rebutted  his  insinuations  with  indignation, 
which  I  believe  has  been  the  cause  of  all  my 
troubles  since.  I  was  not  recognised,  in  nriy  ofl5- 
cial  character,  until  the  5th  of  February,  when  I 
was  informed  by  Proctor's  aid  that  I  should  at- 
tend on  the  wounded  with  Dr.  Bower,  and  that 
I  would  be  sent  to  the  United  States,  but  by  a 
different  route  from  that  which  I  came.  Doctor 
Bower  in  a  few  days  was  sent  home  and  I  de- 
tained. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  I  was  arrested,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Proctor,  and  accused  of  carrying  on  a 
private  correspondence.  On  the  8th,  without 
having  any  trial,  ordered  to  Montreal,  and  hur- 
ried on  from  Fort  George,  night  and  day,  al- 
though thinly  clothed,  and  the  weather  very  cold. 
From  Kingston  to  Prescott,  I  was  made  to  eat 
with  the  officers'  servants.  This  course  of  tor- 
ture being  finished,  on  the  28th,  when  I  arrived 
in  Montreal,  and  without  being  asked  any  ques- 
tions, or  suffered  to  ask  any  myself,  I  was  put 
into  the  dungeon,  eight  or  ten  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground,  where  I  had  neither  bed  nor 
bedding,  chair,  bench,  or  stool ;  denied  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  or  even  the  use  of  a  bock,  for  two 
weeks.  The  only  current  of  air  that  passed 
through  my  apartment  came  through  the  bowels 
of  the  privy  !  Here  I  was  kept  thirty-three  days, 
when  I  was,  to  my  great  joy,  put  uji  with  the 
American  prisoners,  and  with  them  permitted  to 
remain,  until  last  Monday,  when  I  was  liberated 
by  the  intercession  of  Lieutenant  Dudley,  of  the 
navy.  Colonel  Baynes,  aid  to  the  Governor, 
told  me  the  outrage  which  had  been  committed 
on  my  person  was  contrary  to  his  orders. 

I  left  fourteen  American  prisoners  in  jail,  viz: 
George  H.  Rodgers.  United  Stales'  army;  Wil- 
liam Hollenback,  Onis  Hooker,  Philaster  Jones, 
Harry  Jones,  Lewis  Minor,  Zebina  Conkey,  Phi- 
ney  Conkey,  Canton  ;  Seth  Barnes,  Camden  ; 
Jared  Witheril,  John  Campbell,  Schoharie;  Ma- 
jor Watson,  Ogdensburg;  Alexander  McGregor, 
BalstoD,  who  were  kept  in  close  confinement, 
notwithstanding  Colonel  Lethbridge  and  Major 
Shackelton  had  pledged  their  words  to  Captain 
Conkey,  before  he  left  Montreal  for  Quebec,  that 
they  should  have  the  liberty  of  the  town  during 
the  day.  But  the  Captain  was  scarcely  gone, 
when  the  pledge  was  either  forgotten  or  disre- 
garded. The  prisoners  now  are  not  permitted  to 
procure  such  things  as  their  small  stock  of  money 
would  provide.  Someiiraes  they  are  half  a  day 
without  water,  and  two  or  three  days  without 
wood  ;  and  if  they  complain  they  are  cursed  and 
abused  by  the  jailer,  and  told  they  are  only  al- 
lowed a  quart  of  water  in  the  day.  I  am  re- 
quested to  represent  their  situation  to  General 
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1    Manner  in  w^tcA  iJu  War  u  waged  by  ike  Enemy. 


rarborn,  whitjh  I  intend  to  do  as  soon  as  I  ar- 
te at  Sacketi\s  Harbor. 

frhis  is  a  skci:h  of  the  indignities  I  have  had 
ti\cut  up  with  ^ince!  the  last  of  January.     I  am. 
*^     <tc.         t    SAMUEL  McKEEHAN. 

Surgeon's  Mate  2d  rcgH  Ohio  ^fililia, 


I'lrs, 


^    To  his  Excellency  Major  General  Dearborn. 
j^. ;      NiAGARi^  CoTFEE  HousE,  Junc  4.  1S13. 
*^r:  Without  inliroduction  or  apology,  I  beg 


was  accordingly  done  in  the  most  uncivil  man- 
ner. On  the  8th  of  March,  I  was  taken  by  a 
guard  to  Fort  George,  without  trial  or  hearing, 
although  I  had  written  to  General  Proctor  re- 
peatedly, requesting  an  investigation,  to  which  I 
received  no  answer  of  any  kind.  From  Fort 
George  I  was  sent  to  Montreal,  and  hurried  on 
nighl^and  day,  although  thinly  clothed  (having 
been  robbed  and  stripped  by  the  Indians)  and  the 
weather  very  cold.  On  my  arrival  at  Montreal, 
I  was.  without  being  asked  any  questions,  or  per- 


lA^e  to  slate  to  your  Excellency  that,  on  the  31st  j  milted  toaskany  myself,  put  into  a  dungeon  eight 
rjtanuary  last!  I  w>s  ordered  by  General  Harri-  I  or  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  in 
to  proceed  [o  th^  river  Raisin  wilh  a  flag  of  ,  dark  and  solitary  confinement,  and  there  kept 
j<je.  I  wa?  required,  in  my  instructions,  if  I  thirty-three  days,  after  which  time  I  was  put  up 
\i  no  British ;offict:r  at  that  place,  to  proceed  to  !  with  the  American  prisoners.  A  few  days  after 
ilden  (if  too  grea,t  danger  did  not  appear  from  !  my  elevation.  Lieutenant  Dudley  became  ac- 
sRvages.)  ;  Th«j  same  evening,  ihirly-lhree  quainted  with  my  situation,  and  made  such  rep- 
ies  fro'm  ih*  ri\?er  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired  '  resentations  16  Governor  Prevost  as  induced  his 
i]5un  us  and  kiJled  JMr.  Lemont,  (one  of  my  at-  Excellency  to  send  his  aid,  Colonel  Baynes,  who 
tfp^ants.)  wounded:  myself  in  the  foot,  then  con-  !  said  he  was  directed  by  the  Governor  to  inform 
tWd  me  to  Captain  fiUiot,  who  took  me  to  the  '  me  that  the  outrage  which  had  been  committed 
f^iT  Raisin,  avd  fr^m  ihence  sent  me  to  General  i  en  my  person  was  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  told 
I^QCtor,  at  headquarters, in  Sandwich,  who  swore,  j  Colonel  Lethbridge  to  take  my  parole  and  libe- 
Vv  God,  that  the  fliig  and  papers  which  I  gave  |  rate  me  immediately.  The  Colonel,  not  having 
was  only  ^  pre*.ence  to  cover  a  dishonorable  i  materials  for  writing  at  hand,  said  he  would  send 

for  me  at  three  o'clock.  In  less  than  one  hour, 
the  town  major  came,  and  informed  me  that  the 
Governor,  on  more  mature  consideration,  thought 
he  could  not  liberate  me  until  he  got  despatches 
from  General  Proctor.  On  the  ITth  May,  eight 
or  ten  days  after,  I  was  taken  from  prison,  and, 
in  company  with  Lieutenant  Dudley,  sent  to  the 
United  Slates.  I  may  here  observe,  that  the 
apartment  in  which  I  wasconfined  did  not  contain 
either  chair,  bench,  or  stool,  or  any  bedding  what- 
ever, for  the  space  of  two  weeks.  Fresh  beef  was 
furnished,  but  no  salt.  I  was  denied  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  treated  uniformly  with  the  utmost 
contempt  by  the  sergeant,  whom  1  had  the  honor 
The  next  d,:y  ihb  General's  aid  informed  me  I  j  of  seeing  once  every  day  for  a  few  minutes.  By 
•  as  recogni.-ed  as  surgeon's  mate,  and  would  at-  ■  ihe  request  of  fourteen  American  prisoners,  now 
tnd  with  Docjlor  E*ower  on  the  American  wound-  \  in  Montreal  jail,  whose  names  are  hereunto  an- 
£[J  prisoners.;  Oij  the  12th  I  received  a  letter  j  neied,  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Excellency, 
■  9m  General  ProiMor,  in  answer  to  one  I  had  ;  that  they  are  kept  in  close  confinement,  sometimes 
J'filten  the  d^y  before,  of  which  the  following  is  |  half  a  day  without  water,  and  frequently  two  or 
f copy: 


sjTvice.     I   reljuitew  his  insinuations  as  moder- 
-Sly  as    my   'ndignant   feelings  would   permit, 
leral   Proc^r  tijaJe   several   observations  on 
oeral  Harri^.on's  ability  as  a  commander;  said 
was   used   iO  fijhl    Indians,  but  not   British 
.Hjps,  dec.     lie  k*pt  my  instructions;  did  not 
'/i«n  inform  the  senior  officer.  Ensign  Baker,  of 
^'  American   prisoners,  that  he  had  a  letter  for 
111.     I  was  ordered  to  a  tavern,  under  the  charge 
a  French  s&rgeint.     I  waited   till  the  4th  uf 
ebruary  before  I  ievrote  to  General  Proctor,  de- 
manding   in  nrhat  i  character  I  was  considered; 
#vw  long  I  wt)uld  be  detained,  and  the  cause  of 
*V  detention  ■ 


I 


i  Sandwich,  February  12,  1813. 

(  Sir:  In  an^^wer  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
,ant,  lam  directe(|by  Colonel  Proctor.command- 
j.  to  observe,  thai  you  were  sent  in  for  the  pur- 
tjse  of  attending  on  the  sick  and  wounded  of 
Lieneral  Winchester's  army,  for  which  purpose 

^'^u  are  now  detaibed  ;  and   beg  leave  further  to 

*(iserve,  that,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty,  you 

4tfi\\  render   a  mo-^jt   important  service   to  your 

5(Juntry.  ' 

J  1  have   the   honpr  to  be,  sir,  your  humble  and 

-A>*ost  obedient  servant, 

n  A.  W.  McLEAN.  A.  D.  C. 

■,^  'I  continued  to  aJtend  the  wounded  until  the  2d 

pf  March,  when  A.  D.  C.  McLean  informed  me 

le  that  I  was  accused  of  carrying  on  a  private 

correspondence,  aiid  ihat  he  was  ordered  to  lake 

»e  into  custody  i^nd  secure  my  papers  ;  which 


three  days  without  wood  to  cook  with  ;  and  when 
they  complained,  the  jailer's  curses  were  freely 
lavished  upon  them.  They  have  not  the  privi- 
lege of  procuring  some  little  necessaries,  which 
the  benevolence  of  some  humane  persons  enabled 
them  to  do  by  giving  them  a  little  money.  Sir 
George  Prevost  has  told  them  that  their  confine- 
ment i.*-  owing  to  the  bad  faith  of  their  own  Gov- 
ernment, dec. 

I  would  have  stated  to  your  Excellency  the 
knowledge  I  had,  through  the  report  of  others, 
of  the  outrages  and  cruelties  exercised  on  the 
American  prisoners  taken  at  General  Winches- 
ter's defeat,  but  must  refer  your  Excellency  to 
Mr.  Ruland,  who  had  a  command  in  the  Michi- 
gan militia  last  Summer,  and  who  was, after  hav- 
ing been  dispossessed  of  all  his  property,  sent  to 
F'ort  George  with  me,  who  no  doubt,  had  many 
opportunities  of  hearing  such  things  triumphantly 
spoken  of  among  British  officers  and  subjects. 


t 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  McKEEHAN. 
Surgeon's  Mate  2d  Reg't  Ohio  Mditia. 

List  of  persons  left  in  Montreal  jail— George 
H.  Rodgers.  U.  S.  Army,  Gaines  Hooker,  Jared 
Witherall,  Lewis  Minor.  Pliny  Conkey,  Wm. 
Hoilenback,  Philasler  Jones,  Major  Watson.  John 
Campbell,  David  Johnson,  Selh  Barns,  Danny 
Jones,  Alexander  McGregor.  Zebina  Conkey. 


No.  6. 


Ransom  of  American  prisotiers  from  Indians  in 

the  British  service. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Woodward  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate. 

Albany.  Jifarch  22.  1813. 
"A  few  diys  previous  to  the  31st  of  January, 
1813.  1  transmitted  some  letters  addressed  to  the 
friends  and  families  of  a  few  of  the  prisoners 
whom  we  had  been  able  to  ransom  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  savages. 

••  On  the  31st  of  January  I  addressed  you  a  let- 
ter covering  similar  information  for  twelve  other 
families." 


No.  7. 
Pillage  and  destruction  of  private  property  on 

the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  in  the  neighboring 

country. 

William  Sears,  of  Talbot  county,  in  Maryland, 

states,  that  about  the day  of  April  last,  whilst 

the  British  squadron,  commanded,  as  he  under- 
stood, by  Admiral  Warren,  lay  about  Sharp's 
island,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  he  being  on  the 
island  called  Poplar  island,  his  place  of  residence, 
observed  some  tenders  and  barges  coming  off  from 
the  squadron  in  a  direction  towards  the  said  island. 
The  relater  was  then  in  the  act  of  removing  his 
furniture  and  other  property  from  the  inland,  and 
hastened  therein   from   seeing  the  apparent  ap- 

K  roach  of  the  enemy;  but  the  said  tenders  and 
arges,  whilst  this  relater  was  crosssing  to  the 
main  with  his  scows  and  batleaux  laden  with  his 
property,  and  in  toW  of  his  two  schooners,  ap- 
peared suddenly  to  put  back  to  their  ships.  The 
relater  afterwards,  in  the  afternoon  and  evening 
of  the  same  day,  made  two  other  trips  to  the 
island,  and  succeeded  in  getting  off  all  his  bacon. 
On  the  succeeding  day,  as  this  relater  thinks  it 
was,  he  again  went  on  the  island  and  got  off  forty 
or  fifty  barrels  of  his  corn  and  some  other  articles, 
without  any  interruption  from  the  enemy.  The 
relater  having,  in  his  first  trip,  got  off  his  family 
and  slaves,  he  now  watched  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  from  his  farm  on  the  main.  On  Sun- 
day morning  the he  saw  two  tenders  come 

to  at  Poplar  island  and  go  ashore  in  barges, 
and.  after  some  length  of  time,  he  saw  them  de- 
part from  ihe  island.  The  relater,  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  last  mentioned  day,  in  company  with 
several  of  his  neighbors,  went  to  see  what  the 
enemy  had  done  on  the  island,  and  found  that 
they   had  injured  nothing,  nor  taken  anything 


away  except  some  cider  from  the  cellar.  The 
relater  then  took  off  with  him  as  many  of  his 
hogs  and  other  articles  as  he  could,  and  was  hur- 
ried off  by  seeing  the  enemy  put  o3  from  the 
squadron  with  several  barges  in  tow  of  their  ten- 
ders. The  enemy,  on  that  evening,  look  posses- 
sion of  the  island,  and  remained  that  night  and  a 
part  of  the  next  day.  as  well  as  this  relater  recol- 
lects; and,  on  the  last  mentioned  day.  left  the 
island  and  followed  the  squadron,  which,  in  the 
meantime,  had  moved  up  the  bay.  The  relater, 
seeing  ihis,  on  the  next  or  the  second  day  after, 
again  went  on  the  island,  and  there  found  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  and  killed  about  thirty  head  of 
black  cattle,  eighiy-sii  head  of  old  sheep  and  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  lambs;  that  they  had 
killed  three  hundred  breeding  sows  in  their  beds, 
whose  pigs  were  found  dead  ;  and  that  they  bad 
taken  off  almost  all  of  his  poultry,  all  he  supposes 
they  could  catch.  From  his  house  (where  he 
had  left  some  of  his  worst  furniture)  they  took 
off  an  old  looking  glass,  worth  about  four  dollars, 
and  some  newspapers  in  a  file.  They  broke  sev- 
eral locks  and  one  door,  and  threw  many  things 
about  the  house.  In  a  house  on  the  island,  which 
had  been  occupied  by  James  Sears,  they  broke 
his  desk  to  pieces  and  threw  about  his  furniture 
and  other  things;  but  the  relater  does  not  now 
recollect  that  anything  was  taken  away. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  William  Sears 
hath  hereunto  set  his  hand,  this  22d  day  of  June, 
1813.  WILLIAM  SEARS. 


Maryland,  Talbot  County,  ss: 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  ih  is  22d  day  of  June, 
1813,  William  Sears,  Esq.,  of  Talbot  county,  per- 
sonally appears  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland, 
in  and  for  Talbot  county,  duly  commissioned  and 
qualified,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists, that  the  statement  of  facts  herein  contained 
is  substantially  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
recollection,  and  belief. 

Sworn  before  me,  PETER  DENNY. 


State  of  Maryland,  Talbot  County,  to  wit: 

I  hereby  certify,  that  Peter  Denny,  Esq..  before 
whom  the  above  affidavit  appears  10  have  been 
made,  and  who  has  thereto  subscribed  his  name, 
was,  at  the  time  of  taking  and  signing  the  same, 
and  still  is.  one  of  the  State  of  Maryland's  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid, 
duly  commissioned  and  qualified. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my 
hand,  and  affixed   the  seal  of  my  office, 
[l.  8.]    this   twenty-f"ourth    dav  of  June,  Anno 
Domini  1813. 

JACOB  LOOCKERMAN, 

Clerk  Talbot  County  Court. 


State  of  Maryland,  Cecil  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  ana 
State  aforesaid.  Frisby  Henderson,  and  made  oath 
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.'the  Holy  E^^angflists  of  Almighty  God,  that, 
(Jjtbe  29th  day  of  April.  1S13,  about  seven  o'clock 
5'M.,  a  considerable  British  force,  distributed 
Jii)  thirteen  barges;,  commenced  a  hostile  attack 
*-  a  landing  called  Frenchtown,  the   property  of 
K5  deponent,  tn  thf  county  aforesaid  ;  that,  some 
js  previous  t^ere^o,  a  battery  for  five  guns  had 
on  comraencid  ol  the  wharf,  but  was  in  an  un- 
n'shed  state  ;  ihat,on  the  approach  of  the  British 
>ce,  eight  or  ten  liien  collected,  and  commenced 
jjiflg  from  the:battfry,  and  stopped  the  advance 
3  the  barges  for  sijme  time.     The  ammunition 
YziOg  expended.  th(i  barges  then  came  on.  and  a 
lying  from  them  commenced  of  cannon   shot  at 
i^  battery,  and  alsw  at   the  dwelling   houses  in 
nk'-nchtown.     The*  British   then   landed  on   the 
A|i:arf,  and  imijoedijitely  ^ei  fire   to  a   new  slore- 
J^ise  on  the  wharft  which  at  that  time  contained 
tubing  but  a  Targe,  quantity  of  oats,  the  property 
W%h\s  deponeut ;  aend  also  a  fishery  adjoining  the 
V^arf  was  set  on  Cre  at  the   same  lime.     After 
)i;ining  the  said  stc're-house  and   fishery,  a  force 
^*,  about    two    hundred    and    fifty    marines   was 
irched  from   thej  wharf,   through 


Sworn  before  me.  the  subscriber,  the  12th  day 

of  June,  1813. 

ALEXANDER  KINKEAD. 


Frenchtown. 


li^  up  the  river  shore,  to   the   dwelling-house  of 
.^is  deponent,  and  Jemanded  the  way  to  the  town 

i^Elkton  ;  that,  fin^ding  the  river  must  be  crossed 
tr  that  direction  tq  get  to  Elkton,  the  whole  force 
:>iurned  to  Frencjitown,  broke  open  the  upper 
Jre-house,  which  was  at  that  time  full  of  goods, 
Tt  of  which  was  the  property  of  the  United 
lates,  and  the  rei^ainder  for  different  merchants 
i^Baltimore,  to  thv  amount,  probably,  of  fifty  or 
■l|ty  thousand  dollars  ;  and  plundered  and  car- 
fid  off  part  of  the  goods,  and  set  fire  to  the  house 
iid  burnt  it  with  the  remainder  of  the  goods, 
'ais  deponent  sajth,  that,  by  the  destruction  of 
he  two  slore-hoi»ses  and  fishery,  together  with 
^je  oats  and  other  -property  he  had  in  the  upper 
tore-house,  burnei  by  the  British  as  aforesaid, 
,e  tias  sustained  a^ loss  of  about  three  thousand 
loUars.  ■; 

Sworn  before  n»e,  the  subscriber,  on   this   12lh 
'^ay  of  June,  1813.            ALEX.  KINKEAD. 
I      

4 

f^TATE  OF  M.\RYU>.ND,   CccU  CoUTlty  : 

Personally  appt>ared  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
»«e  of  the  j.usiicfs  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
foresaid,  Cordeliji  Penington,  living  in  French- 
?awn,  and  trrade  cjath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
almighty  God,  that  she  saw  the  British,  on  the 
Jj9lh  of  April,  18l|i,  land  on  the  wharf  at  French- 
fc;)wn,  and  ir;^med«ately  set  fire  to  and  burnt  the 
4',tore-house  and  fishery.  That,  on  the  British 
JUrreaking  open  the  upper  store-house,  this  depo- 
nent went  down  to  the  store-house,  and  solicited 
i^e  commanding  pfficer  not  to  burn  the  house  ;  he 
implied,  that  he  came  for  the  purpose  of  burning 
^che  store-houfses;  ibat  they  were  public  properly; 
••4hat  this  depftnent  replied,  the  store-houses  were 
^private  property. ^nd  belonged  to  her  brother;  the 
Stifficer  said  tnerejwas  public  properly  in  it.  and 
^jhould  be  burnt,  s;nd  ordered  the  house  set  on  fire, 
^and  burnt  it  with  all  the  goods  they  did  not  carry 
^AWay. 


State  of  Maryland,  Cecil  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  the  subscriber, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
aforesaid.  Delia  Penington.  and  made  oath  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  that  she  saw 
the  British,  on  the  29th  of  April,  1813,  land  on 
the  wharf  at  Frenchtown,  and  immediately  set 
fire  to  and  burn  down  the  storehouse  and  fishery. 
That,  after  the  store-house  was  on   fire,  the  raa- 
rtfte?  were  marched  up  from   the  wharf;  and,  at 
the  tittfe  of  tiie  plundering  and  burning  t!ie  upper 
store-house,  the  marines  were  formed  in  the  road 
opposite  her  mother's   house.     The  officer  com- 
manding the   marines,  who   informed   this  depo- 
nent his  name  was  Wybourne,  said  their  orders 
were   to   burn   the   stage  stable  and  destroy  the 
stagecoaches.    That,  on  this  deponent's  soliciting 
of  him  not  to  burn  the  stables  and  stages,  the  offi- 
cer   replied,   the   question   they   generally   asked 
when  they  went  to  any  place  was.  how  they  voted 
at  the  elections,  and  inquired  of  this  deponent  il 
her    uncle,   meaning   Mr.   Henderson,   voted    for 
the  war. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  subscriber,  this  12lh  day 
of  June,  1813. 

ALEXANDER  KINKEAD. 


I  do  hereby  certify,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  of  May  last,  I  was  impressed  at  my  house  at 
Turner's  Creek,  by  the  British  forces,  as   they 
passed  up  the  river   Sassafras   to  Frederick  and 
George  towns, and  was  forced  to  accompany  them 
to   the  above   places.     On  our  way  up,  we  were 
met  by  two  mulatto  men  in  a  baiteau.     Captain 
Byng,  (the  name,   I   believe,  of  the  officer,)   in 
who>e  boat   I   was,  took  a  white  handkerchief, 
fastened  it  on  his  esponioon,  and  was  about  to  en- 
ter the  batieau  with  the  negroes,  in  order  to   pro- 
ceed up  the  river,  to  inform  the  officer  command- 
ing there   that,  if^  he  would   not  fire  upon   their 
barges,  they  would   not  destroy  the  town,  when 
he  was  ordered  by  the  Admiral  not  to  do  :>o,  who 
observed,  '"  that  he  would  only  send   the  negroes 
wiih  the  message;   that,  as  they  were  known  to 
the  people  in   the   fort   above,  he  expected   that 
they  would  believe  what   they  told   them."     We 
were  then  opposite  to  Mr.  Wicke's  farm,  which  I 
think  must  be  about  a  mile  below  the  fort.     The 
baiteau  with  the  negroes  went  to  the   fort  as  di- 
rected, and  the  British  forces  soon  after  followed. 
I  was  in  the  foremost  boat,  and  continued  in  said 
boat  until  their  return  down  the  river,  after  burn- 
ing the  towns,  when  I  was  landed  on  Mr.  Wiih- 
ered's  shore;  and  most  positively  declare,  that 
there  was  no  while  fiag  ever  hoisted  in  her  or  any 
of  the  other  boats,  to   my  knowledge;   nor  did  I 
ever  hear  any  of  the  British   officers  or   privates 
say  they  had  ever  hoisted  a  flag,  or  that  one  ever 
had  been  fired  on. 

The  captain,  on  his  return  down  the  river,  de- 
1  elared,  that  ''if  he  could  catch  Colonel  Veazey, 
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who  commanded  at  the  fort  above,  he  would 
quarter  him,  and  give  me  part  of  his  quarter  for 
steaks,  for  that  the  fire  he  had  received  was  one 
of  Washington's  rounds." 
\  I  can't  say   positively   what   number  ot    men 

\  they  lost,  as  they  would  only  acknowledge  five 

wounded,  but  think  they  have  sustained  greater 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  9ih  day  of  June,  1813. 

JOHN  STAVELY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before — 

SAMUEL  BOYER. 


State  of  Maryland,  Cecil  County,  ss: 

On  the  10th  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  1813, 
personally  appeared  each  and  every  person  whose 
names  are  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  certificate, 
before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  and  Stale  aforesaid,  and  made  oath 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  that 
the  facts  detailed  in  the  foregoing  certificate  are 
true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 
sWorn  before  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


I  certify,  that  I  was  at  the  battery  on  Pearce's 
Point,  on  the  6th  of  May,  when  a  jquadron  of 
British  barges  visited  Georgetown  ;  that  1  had  a 
full  view  of  all  the  barges  until  they  got  posses- 
sion of  ihe  battery  on  the  Cecil  shore,  and  that  I 
saw  no  white  flag  displayed  from  either  of  the 

^"«"-  W.  SPENCER. 

Jdne  9,  1813. 


I  do  hereby  certify,  that  1  was  at  the  breastwork 
near  Fredericktown,  on  the  6th  ultimo,  when  the 
British  came  up  the  river  in  their  barges,  and  that 
I  did  not  see  a  flag  of  truce,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
the  commanding  officer  at  the  breastwork  knew 
or  supposed  there  was  any  such  thing  in  or 
among  the  barges.  As  witness  ray  hand,  this 
12ih  day  of  June,  1813. 

JAMES  SCANLAN. 

Sworn  to  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Cecil  county,  and  State  of  Maryland, 
the  day  and  year  above  mentioned. 

H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that,  on  the  6th 
of  May  last,  at  the  time  Admiral  Cockburn,  with 
a  considerable  armed  force,  attacked  and  destroy- 
ed Frederick  and  George  towns,  on  Sassafras 
river,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  were  in  or  near 
the  breastwork  below  Fredericktown,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Thomas  W.  Veazey.  From 
our  position,  we  had  a  full  and  perfect  view  of 
the  enemy's  hostile  armament,  and  saw  nothing 
with  il,  or  preceded  or  followed  it,  that  indicated 
or  had  the  appearance  of  a  flag  of  truce,  according 
to  the  established  usage  of  civilized  nations. 

We  understand  a  flag  of  truce  to  be  a  misMon 
for  a  pacific  purpose,  accompanied  by  men  with- 
out arms,  and  unprotected  by  a  naval  or  military 

force.  , 

The  barges  moved  up  the  river  in  close  and 
compact  order;  the  leading  boat,  a  few  yards 
ahead  of  the  rest,  said  to  be  Admiral  Cockburn  s, 
carried  a  colored  flag,  and  was  escorted  by  not 
less  than  fifteen  armed  barges,  and  full  of  armed 
men,  immediately  in  its  rear,  and  evidently  ap- 
proached in  a  menacing  manner,  and  with  hostile 
intentions. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  lOih  day  of  June, 
1813. 


Joshua  Ward, 
John  W.  Etherington, 
Dela  F.  Heath, 
John  V.  Price. 
Henry  E.  Coalman, 
Samuel  Dixon, 
Joshua  Greenwood. 
Robert  H.  Maxwel 


John  Lofiis, 
John  Duffoy, 
John  Etherington, 
Moses  N.  Carson, 
H.  Dowlin,  his  x  mark, 
James  S.  Price, 
Elias  See, 
George  Beaster. 


William  Etherington, 

We  saw  no  flag  of  any  description. 
Joseph  Davis,  J.  Conly,  his  x  mark. 

William  Roberts.  N.  T.Franks,  his  x  mark 

Dormer  Oakes,  Joshua  Haffinglon, 

M.Kendrick.hisxmark,  N.  Farrow,  his  x  mark. 


The  deposition  of  Richard  Barnaby,  of  Fredericktown, 
in  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  aged  about  forty-eight 
years. 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  May,  after  the  engage- 
monl  took  place  at  the  fort  below  this  town,  that 
he  went  a  short  distance  out  of  town  to  see  some 
females  to  a  place  of  safety,  and,  on  his  return,  he 
met  about  twenty  of  the  British  troops  armed, 
commanded  by  an  officer,  who  observed,  on  meet- 
ing of  him,  here  is  one  of  the  damned  rascals  from 
the  fort;  and  then   inquired  where  the  damned 
rascals  which  were  at  the  fort   had   run   to,  and 
ordered  him  to  go  with  him  and   show  them  to 
him.     The  deponent  observing  he  did   not   know 
where  they  were,  the  officer  swore  he  was  a  liar, 
and  drew  his  sword,  and  threatened  to   kill   him; 
one  of  the  men  presented  a  bayonet,  and  another 
drew  a  dirk,  and  swore  if  he  did  not  go  he  woiild 
run  it  through   him.     He  afterwards  went  with 
them  as   far  as  Captain    Francis  B.  Chandler's 
house,  at  which  lime  Francis  B.  Chandler  was 
going  towards  his  house;  and,  on   their   hearing 
some  person  call  him  captain,  the  officer  ordered 
his  men  to  lake  him  ;  the  Admiral  coming  up  at 
the  time,  inquired  the  reason  that   house  was   set 
on  fire.     Afterwards,   this   deponent  returned   lo 
his  own    house  with  the  Admiral,  and   requested 
of  him  not  to  have  it  set  on  fire.     The  Admiral 
promised  it  should  not  be  burnt  if  he  would  fur- 
nish  him  with  thirty  fowls,  which   he  promised 
he  would  do.     He  furnished   them   with  about 
thirteen  fowls.     They    then   took  away  and   de- 
stroyed nearly  the  whole  of  his  furniture  which 
was  in  the  house,  and  his  provisions,  and  left  him 
Given  under  my  hand,  this  12th  June.  1813. 
RICHARD  BARNABY. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before   me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  the   day  and  year 
above  written.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 
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^\ie  depo«ition  of  Ft-ancis  B.  Chandler,  of  Frederick- 
^iown,  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  aged  about  thirty- 
*  jiine  yearn. 

C'Beiog  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  on 
VfC  morning  of  thet  6ih  of  May  last,  just  as  he  re- 
»irncd  from  the  fort,  he  was  standing  near  his 
E>use.  and  saw  a^  British  party,  consisting  of 
^tjout  fifty  persons;  armed  and  headed  by  an  offi- 
j»cr,  said  to  be  a  pou  captain,  running  up  to  his 
fflvuse  ;  that  he,  this  deponent,  stepped  upon  the 
llfps  of  the  house^and  requested  the  officer  not 
.^.eDter;  that  he  cQUght  him  by  the  breast,  and 
iolled  him  a  damn^^d  rascal,  and  pulled  him  from 
1ft  the  steps,  and  then  entered  the  house,  with  the 
fciole  of  the  party,  and  gave  three  cheers,  and 
rrdered  the  men  te  go  to  work,  and  called  for  fire; 
J+iat  they  immediktely  commenced  cutting  the 
jaircase,  window-rash,  and  breaking  the  glass, 
i'd  set  the  house  on  fire  in  three  places;  that,  at 
'lis  time,  AdmiraljCockburn  arrived,  and  he,  this 
iponent,  begged  iiim  to  have  the  fire  put  out 
dtil  he  would  reacon  the  case  with  him,  and  the 
dmiral  askeJ  hitvi  what  he  could  do ;  if  he  could 
nish  thirty  bullAcks  in  half  an  hour;  that  if  he 
j^,u\d  not.  the  hou^e  should  be  burnt;  and  asked 
^?n  if  he  would  t*y  to  get  them  ;  and  upon  this 
Wtponent  reply>iDg^n  the  affirmative,  ordered  the 
ie  to  be  put  put  -for  the  present;  that  he.  this 
t^ponent,  got  iipor,  his  horse,  and  rode  about  half 
/nile,  when  v-e  ft^l  in  with  Colonel  Veazey,  and 
Informed  him  whaJt  he  was  after;  and  that  the 
jjlonel  told  lum  ijo  go  back  and  inform  the  Ad- 
iiral  that  he  ^hould  not  have  them;  that  he  re- 
turned and  inform:;d  the  Admiral  of  it,  who  then 
|K>ked  him  whiit  else  he  could  do;  and  if  he  had 
good  deal  oft  poultry;  and  upon  replying  yes. 
dd  him  he  m'yst  have  it,  and  ordered  his  men  to 
^tch  it;  whi^h  was  done,  and  carried  off;  that 
l^-*Jen,  by  the  gfeat  persuasion  and  entreaty  of  this 
ili^ponent's  wife  and  sister,  the  house  was  ordered 
Ji4t  to  be  burn  ;  but  the  sister  of  this  deponent 
t**ras  much  abi,sed  t>y  one  of  their  inferior  officers. 
Jt<!r  her  exertufns  H\  endeavoring  to  save  the  prop- 
y  ;  that  thi4  deponent  had  his  warehouse  burnt 
,y  them,  wiih^a  considerable  quantity  of  goods  in 
♦  and  that  hej  himself  was  a  prisoner  with  them 
<tr  about  ihrei  hojirs. 

!lGiveo  unde/  mw  hand,  this  12th  June.  1813. 
fFKANCIS  B.  CHANDLER. 

i  Sworn  to  asd  siibscnbed  before  me,  a  justice 
ji'  the  peace  IJor  Cecil  county,  the  day  and  year 
'»!>ove  written? 
y.  i      J         H.  B.  PENINGTON. 

u        ■■  ■ 

^40n  t 


^: 


his  12tl;  da\;'  of  June,  1813,  personally  ap- 
jxarea  Jonathan  (greenwood,  aged  thirty  years, 
>c'd  being  first  swcirn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
JAjmighty  God.  did  declare,  and  say  :  that,  on  the 
/4flprniDg  of  the  6th  of  May  last,  upon  the  landing 
J'^the  British  forces  at  Fredericktown,  where  this 
^Jvponent  resides,  »a  officer  and  two  sailors  came 
^  said  deponejQi's  house,  and  swore  that,  if  they 
.Jb»d  not  found  hira  without  arms,  they  would  have 
•iHrust  him  through,  with  their  bayonets  ;  they  then 
ifflired.  fell  in  with  some  other  forces,  which  soon  |  like  it. 
\*' 

: :;  '<      I 

•,     ,.  :         ! 


after  came  to  deponent's  house,  broke  it  open,  took 
whatever  they  conveniently  could  carry  away,  and 
destroyed  the  rest,  with  their  cutlasses  and  dirks, 
and  burned  it.  with  his  dwelling-house,  store- 
house, and  kitchen.  The  officers  appeared  to  be 
most  active  in  the  destruction  of  his  property. 
The  houses  in  the  town  were,  soon  after,  gener- 
ally, set  on  fire  and  destroyed. 

JONATHAN  GREENWOOD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  on  the  day  and  year 
above  written.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


The  deposition  of  Captain  John  Allen,  of  Frederick- 
town,  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  aged  about  fifty-one 
years. 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  on 
the  morning  of  the  6lh  May  last,  when  the  Brit- 
ish forces  landed,  on  the  beach  of  Fredericktown, 
and  marched  up  through  the  ."itreets,  they  fell  in 
with  this  deponent  at  his  brother  James  Allen's 
house.  The  troops  were  headed  by  their  com- 
manding officer.  (Admiral  Cockburn,  as  this  de- 
ponent was  informed  by  one  of  the  men,)  and 
observed,  who  the  damnation  are  these  that  kept 
such  a  firing  upon  us — are  they  regulars  ?  This 
deponent  answered  no,  they  were  militia  ;  he  then 
asked  where  they  were  gone,  and  was  told  he  did 
not  know  ;  he  then  asked,  where  are  all  the  men 
of  the  town  ?  and  was  informed  they  were  moved 
out;  he  said  he  had  sent  word  to  the  shore  that, 
if  he  was  not  fired  upon,  he  would  not  destroy 
any  property,  and  turned  round  and  observed,  to 
a  black  boy  standing  by,  you  black  son-of-a-bitcb 
was  one  ol  the  persons  I  sent  word  by  ;  which  the 
boy  denied.  He  then  ordered  the  men  to  go  on 
and  burn  and  destroy,  which  they  executed  with 
fadelity.  This  deponent  then  begged  the  Admiral 
to  spare  his  house,  (meaning  the  house  of  James 
Allen.)  as  his  brother's  wife  was  confined  up  stairs, 
in  a  very  delicate  situation,  with  an  infant  only 
two  days  old.  He  then  ordered  her  to  be  cleared 
out;  Mrs.  McDonnah,  his  wife's  mother,  run  out, 
clasping  her  hands,  and  begged  for  God's  sake  to 
spare  her  child,  for  if  she  was  removed  her  life 
would  be  lost.  He  then  ordered,  spare  this  house. 
He  now  marched  off  after  the  men  that  had  been 
gone  for  some  little  time,  and  shortly  after  returned 
on  horseback.  This  deponent  then  requested  the 
Admiral  to  spare  him  one  house,  that  he  might 
collect  his  family  together  in,  after  it  should  please 
Providence  to  restore  peace  between  the  two  na- 
tions. He  then  directed  this  deponent  to  get  him 
some  fowls,  who  informed  him  he  had  none;  he 
damned  him,  and  asked  if  he  could  not  get  them, 
and  was  told  no;  immediately  afterwards  a  fire  was 
made  in  the  storehouse,  and  consumed.  While 
George  and  Frederick  towns  were  in  flames,  the 
Admiral,  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent,  ob- 
served to  his  officers,  well,  my  lads,  this  looks 
well;  to  which  no  reply  was  made,  and  he  or- 
dered all  hands  on  board  of  the  boats.  That  this 
deponent  saw  the  British,  two-and-a-half  miles  off, 
coming  up,  and  saw  no  flag  of  truce,  or  anything 
That  this  deponent  was  of  opinion  the 
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defence  made  by  Colonel  Vearey,  and  the  men 

under  his  command,  was  such  as  to  entitle  them 
to  much  credit,  and  justified  by  every  circum- 
stance within  his  knowledge;  though  himself  and 
brother  are  sufferers  to  nearly  one-half  of  the  prop- 
erty in  Fredericktown.        '   JOHN  ALLEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  this  12th 
day  of  June,  1813,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Cecil 
county.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


Tbe  depoiition  of  Joshua  Ward,  living  about  one  mile 
fix)m  Fredericktown,  in  Cecil  county,  aged  forty-four. 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  from 
ihe  best  information  he  could  obtain,  from  those 
oersons  that  were  left  at  his  house,  that  a  party  of 
British,  consisting  of  between   thirty  and   forty 
men,  commanded  by  an  officer,  said   to  be  a  post 
captain,  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  went  to  his  house, 
and  immediately  placed  a  guard  around  it,  inquired 
particularly  for  him,  and  searched  every  part  of  the 
house,  swearing  they  would  sacrifice  him;  being 
disappointed  in   finding  me,   they  then    began  to 
destroy  the   tables,  chairs,  looking  glasses.  &c. ; 
when  they  had  completed  the  destruction  of  such 
furniture  as  they  could  not  take  off  with  them,  the 
officer  himself  took  down  a  pair  of  handsome  look- 
ing glasses,  and  others  of  the  party  took  as  much 
of  the  best  bedding,  clothing,  plate,  window  cur- 
tains, &.C.,  as  they  could  conveniently  carry  with 
them  ;  my  little  boy's  clothes  they  carried  off  on 
the  point  of  their  bayonets;  before  they  left  the 
house,  they  put  powder  in  every  room  below  stairs, 
an  officer  got  fire   himself  from  the  kitchen,  and 
had  il  kindled  in   the   different  rooms,  and  a  bed 
put  in  the  cellar  with  a  part  of  the  broken  chairs, 
tables,  &c.,  and  a  fire  kindled  ;  they  then  left  the 
house,  but  continued  in  the  yard  until  the  fire  was 
bursting  from   the  windows,  and   swore,  that,  if 
there  was  an  attempt  to  extinguish  the  fire,  they 
would  put  the  person  to  death  ;  that  they  intended 
to  return  and  burn  everything  on  the  farm  ;  they 
fired  at  one  of  my  sons,  not  twelve  years  of  age, 
as  he  was  driving  off  a  flock  of  sheep. 

JOSHUA  WARD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county.  Maryland,  this  14th 
June,  1813.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


the  barn,  which  stood  about  one  hundred  yards 
from  the  house,  was  set  on  fire  and  consumed. 
This  deponent  lost  all  his  household  goods  and 
provisions.  He  saw  Fredericktown  in  flames, 
previous  to  his  leaving  his  house,  which  alarmed 
himself  and  family  to  that  degree,  that  he  aban- 
doned his  house  for  their  safety. 
Witness  my  hand, 

TOILUS  ROBERTSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  before  the  subscriber, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county.  Maryland, 
this  fourteenth  day  of  June,  1813. 

H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


The  depoaition  of  Toilus  RobcrUon,  aged  about  thirty- 
four  years,  who   did  live  within  about  one  mile  of 
Fredericktown,  Cecil  county,  Maryland. 
This  deponent  states,   that,  on   the  morning  of 
the  6lh  of  May.   he  was  at   the  breastwork  near 
Fredericktown,  at  the  lime  the  British  armament 
came  up  the  Sassafras  river ;  that  he  saw  no  flag 
of  truce;  that,  after  the  militia  were  obliged  to 
retreat,   he  returned   home,  and   in  a  very  short 
time  saw  a  party  of  the  British  coming  towards 
his  house,  and  he  and  his  family  left  their  house, 
except  two  black  women  and  a  black  man,  who 
state  that  the   British  took  the  deponent's  house- 
hold furniture,  and  piled  it  up  in  the  yard  before 
the  house  door,  and  set  them  on  fire,  which  com- 
municated  to  the   house,  and  consumed  iialso; 


The  deposition  of  Moses  N.  Cannon,  aged  about  thirty- 
two,  who  lives  within  about  one-half  mile  of  Frederick- 
town,  in  Cecil  county,  .Maryland. 
This  deponent  states  that  he  was  at  the  breast- 
work, near  Fredericktown,  on  the  6lh  of  May  last, 
when  the  British  armament  came  up  the  Sassa- 
fras river;   that  he  saw  no  flag  of  truce;   that, 
after  the   militia  were  obliged   to  retreat,  he  re- 
turned home,  and  was  occupied  in  turning  horses 
out  of  his  wheat  field,  when  a  party  of  the  Brit- 
ish came  to  his  house;    he  rode  up  to  them,  and 
they  informed    hira  that  he  was  their  prisoner; 
and  on  his  observing  that  he  was  in  their  power, 
they  inquired  of  him  if  he  had  anything  to  drink, 
and  he  answering  in  the  negative,  they  told  hiin 
they  had  got  something  to  eat,  and  asked  him  if 
he  wanted  his  house  burnt ;  and  he  answering  in 
the   negative,  they  told   him   to  go  then   to  the 
captain,  that  he  was  in  the  house,  and  would  set 
fire  to  it ;  and  on  his  going  towards  the  house  he 
met  the  person  whom   they  called   the  captain, 
with  another   person  with   him,  loaded  with  his, 
this  deponent's,  bed  clothes,  a  pair  of  boots,  and  a 
number  of  other  articles,  carrying  them  toward.s 
his  men.  who  were  formed  outside  the  yard;  at 
the  time,  an  officer  on  horseback  rode  up  and  in- 
quired of  the  deponent  where  the  damned  militia 
were ;  observed  to  him  that  they  had  retreated, 
pointing  at  the  same  time  towards  a  wood  ;  he 
observed  he  must  burn  the  deponent's  house,  and 
on   the    deponent   expostulating  with    him,  and 
staling  the  disadvantage  he  would  labor  under, 
in  case  his  house  was  burnt,  he  then  inquired  of 
him  the  road  to  the  mouth  of  Elk  river,  and  if  he, 
the  officer,  could  march  his  men  there,  and  the 
deponent  observed  that  his  Government  would 
not  permit  hira  to  give  him  any  instruction  ;  and 
the  officer  observed  that  he  knew  that  as  well  as 
the  deponent,  but  that  he  might    trust  a  British 
officer,  and   smiled,  and   turned   his   horse,  and 
ordered    his   men    to   march,  and  they  went  off. 
without  burning  the  house  or  asking  any  more 
questions.     The  deponent  then  went  to  a  neigh- 
boring ho«4pe  to  see   about  a  part  of  his  family, 
and  on  his  return  back  towards  his  house,  he  was 
fired  on   by  a  party  of  the  British,  stationed  in 
the   public   road,  about  one   hundred   and  fifty 
yards  from   the  deponent's   house;    he  then  re- 
treated across  the  field,  and  abandoned  his  house ; 
he  saw,  after  riding  from  the  party  who  fired  on 
bim,  a  party  going  towards  his  house,  who,  as  he 
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^^pposes,  destryyeci,  or  took  away,  the  residue  of 
sL  household  ;>oods  and  broke  the  window  glass 
y^h,  doors,  and  d'J  considerable  damage  to  his 
juse.  Fredeticktown  was  on  fire  about  the  time 
\ze  first  party  of  th«  British  came  to  the  deponenl's 
'  *tuse.     Witness  n»y  hand. 

I      MOSES  N.  CANNON. 

Sworn  to  and  stjbscribed,  before  me,  a  justice 
7,f  the   peace  for  'Cecil  county,  Maryland,  this 
"S^ivurteenth  day  of  )fune,  1813. 
i?  (  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 

■tI  \    ;  

.^^,    Sassafras  Nl'CK.CeaZ  Co.,  June  28,  1813. 

Tl  do  hereby  certify,  that,  being  in  the  fort  at 
(•'redericktown,  cm  Sassafras  r'lrer,  OD  the  morn- 


ing of  the  6th  of  May  last,  when  a  battle  took 
place  with  the  British  and  the  militia,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Thomas  W.  Veazey,  I  dis- 
tinctly saw  the  enemy,  from  the  time  they  first 
came  in  view,  and  discerned  no  flag  of  truce,  or 
anything  resembling  one.  The  enemy,  after  some 
resistance,  landed,  burned  Frederick  and  George 
towns,  and  destroyed  a  great  deal  of  other  private 
property.  My  house,  about  eight  miles  on  the 
river  from  the  fort,  was  plundered  by  them  on 
their  way  down  the  river. 

JOHN  T.  VEASY. 


Sworo  before 


H.  B.  PENINGTON. 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Valuation  of  Property  destroyed  in  Fredericktovm. 


OwTiers'  Nsiuea. 


Species  of  Property. 


lijjptain  John  Allen 


.  !      I 


^^icbtrd  Bamaby 
iflha  Barnaby       -    ;     - 

II 

{^n  H.  Brown    -    » 
.Jiptain  Frs.  B.  Chandler 

ifi'^nathan  Greenwooid    • 

■win.  Ann  Moore      j 

^Sseph  Jarvis        -  • 
.hilizabeth  McClaniran 
liUmes  Mitchell     -  '. 
♦,^oie8  Canncu 
Z'ijolus  Robertj<on 
^)%r\ie8  Wdliainson : 
rijoshua  Ward        -  \ 

ii^  i 

flohn  Ward,  aenr.  • 


Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  and  meat  house 

Small  house 

Small     do. 

Stable  and  carriage  house      -         -         - 
Granary        .-.-.. 


$1,200  00 

200  00 

300  00 

100  00 

1,000  00 


,  Furniture  and  apparel 
i   House  and  kitchen 
House  and  kitchen 


3.50  00 
600  00 


Amount. 


Wearing  apparel  .         .        -        - 

Granary  and  shed,  near  bank 

Granary  on  wharf  .... 

Dwelling  bouse,  kitchen,  and  store  house 
Merchandise  ..... 


1,000  00 
250  00 


Dwelling  house 
Furniture,  &c. 


1,226  00 
792  37i 


1,200  00 
447  00 


House 

House  ...... 

Dwelling  bouse,  kitchen,  and  meat  house 
Furniture,  apparel,  Ac.         ... 

Furniture,  apparel,  dec. 
Furniture,  apparel,  &c. 
Dwelling  house  and  kitchen 
Furniture,  apparel,  Ac.         ... 


2,600  00 
2,836  45 


Tenant's  house 


Sum  total 


$2,800  00 
411  00 


850  00 
47  00 


1,250  00 
2,018   37J 


1,647  00 
50  00 
100  00 
300  00 
250  00 
208  00 
153  25 


5,336  46 
450  00 


115.871   07* 
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Property  destroyed  in  Georgetown. 


Owners'  names. 


Ann  Bagwell 
Smith  Bagwell's  heirs  - 
Margaret  Downs  - 
Denis  Donlevy      • 

Thomas  Dollis      - 
Margaret  Jackson 
Arthur  Nicholson's  heirs 
Mary  Nicholson    - 
Joseph  Jarvis 
Archibald  McNeill 
Fanny  McNeill     - 
Philip  F.  Rasin    - 


Isabella  Faggert 

Robert  Usilton 

Mrs.   Wilson 

William  Inland 

Mrs.  PeartT 

Mrs.  Mary  Everitt 

Jacob  Roads 

Heirs  of  William  Pope 

Miss  Stengises 

Arthur  Nicholson's  heirs 

Isabella  Frf  eman 

Mrs.  Mary  Henry 

Robert  Elliott 

Stepney  Congo     - 

Ann  Peare  .         -        - 

Wilham  Jackson 

Inois  Spuran 

Heirs  of  Alei'r  Wilhamson 


Species  of  property. 


Furniture,  &c. 

Shoemaker's  shop 

Dwelling  house  and  kitchen 

Household  furniture,  apparel,  musical  instruments,  books,  pro- 
vision, &c.       ...------ 

Furniture,  apparel,  carpenter's  tools,  &.c.         .         .         -         - 
Houses,  furniture,  apparel,  money,  tools,  «&c. 

Dwelling  house,  &c. 

Furniture,  apparel,  «Scc.  - 

Furniture,  apparel,  Ac. 

House 

Furniture,  apparel,  Ac  .         .         .         - 

Granary         ....--- 
Furniture,  apparel,  Ae.  .... 


$300  00 
128  76 


Furniture,  apparel,  Ac 

Furniture,  apparel.  Ac. 

Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  and  two  out-houses  -       •- 

Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  sUble,  and  carriage  house 
Dwelling  house,  brick,  kitchen,  sUble,  and  carriage  house 

Carriage  house 

Old  house 

Tavern  house,  granary,  two  story  stable,  and  carriage  house 
Good  brick  dwelling  house  and  kitchen    .         .         -         - 


Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  sUble,  and  carriage  house 
Storehouse    -------- 

Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  and  sUble 

Dwelling  house 

Dwelling  house  and  kitchen 

Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  storehouse,  and  granary  - 
Dwelling  house  and  kitchen  .... 

Dwelhng  house,  kitchen,  Ac.  .... 

Sum  total,  Georgetown     - 
Ditto        Frederick  town 

Whole  amount 


Amount. 


$156  00 
200  00 
150  00 

3,744  16 
110  00 

1,865  75 

350  00 

150  00 

67 


iH 


200 

00 

109 

87i 

428 

75 

134 

56 

119 

60 

1,800 

00 

850 

00 

850 

00 

80 

00 

40 

00 

1,000 

00 

2,500 

00 

200 

00 

800 

00 

250 

00 

300 

00 

150 

00 

150 

00 

500 

00 

1,000 

00 

1,500 

00 

$19,755  81 
15,871  07i 


$35,626  88i 


The  within  is  an  inventory  of  property  burned, 
otherwise  destroyed,  or  taken  away,  on  the  sixth 
day  of  May  last,  by  the  British  forces  command- 
ed by  Rear  Admiral  Cockburn,  in  Frederick  and 
Georgetown,  and   the  vicinity   thereof,  situated 
en  Sa^safras  river,  Eastern  Shore,  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, taken    by  the   subscribers,  on   oath,  when 
they   had   a  competent  knowledge  thereof;  but 
when  they  had   not  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of 
the    property   destroyed    as    aforesaid,   schedules 
thereof  were  taken  from  the  owners  upon  oath. 
The  subscribers  have  sufficient  reasons  to  believe, 
inde«'d,  that  property  toa  very  considerableamount 
has  l>een  destroyed  or  taken  away  by  the  afore- 
iaid   British    forces,   from    the    aboveraentioned 
places,  which  ihey  can  obtain  no  correct  or  satis- 
factory account  of. 

JOHN  J.  COX, 
JOHN  MAXWELL, 
JOHN  BLACKISTON. 
Jolt  28.  1813, 


Eastern  Shore,  (Md.,) 

Marengo.  July  18.  1813. 
Sir:  Multiplied  engagements  and  forgetful- 
ncss,  succeeding  each  other,  have  prevented  ray 
forwarding  to  you  this  statement  of  the  depreda- 
tions committed  on  my  property  at  Sharp's  Island, 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  Chesapeake.  On  the 
12lh  of  April,  while  I  was  in  the  act  of  removing 
my  stock,  Ac,  they  landed  upwards  of  a  hundred 
men,  and  prevented  my  removing  anything. 
They  detained  me  on  the  island  until  the  ITtb, 
in  which  time  they  were  principally  engaged  in 
getting  water.  Declarations  were  made  by  Ad- 
miral Warren  and  the  other  officers,  that  every- 
thing of  the  stock  or  grain  kind  taken  away, 
should  be  paid  for  at  a  fair  price.  Admiral  Cock- 
burn  was.  as  I  am  informed,  at  this  time  sent  up 
the  bay  with  the  advance  detachment  of  the  fleet. 
Admiral  Warren's  ship  and  a  few  tenders  only 
remained  about  the  island.  At  that  time  they 
took  twenty-eight  hogs,  four  sheep,  twelve  cattle, 
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•  'Sine 


leen  bush';els  of* Indian  corn,  and  informed  me 
hey  should  allow  the  followin?  prices  for 
^Ifjera:  Hogs  $2^,  sheep  §2^,  cattle  §13  a  piece, 
'  ;»ra  $1  per  Iwshel;  On  ray  return  to  the  island 
Mme  weeks  aifterwards,  the  accounts  were  made 
'$^1  to  the  anpjount  of  S247,  bills  on  their  Govern- 
/iient  for  the  |imoupt,  except  about  S54  in  specie. 
^fefore  I  retujned  lo  the  island  the  fleet  had  all 
Ajioe  down  the  b^y.  I  understood  from  the  in- 
habitants, living  It)  sight  of  the  island,  that  the 
■ftjiemy  had  pjtid  thie  island  another  visit,  and  had 
jj>de  a  genec.ll  sweep  of  the  stock.  On  my  ar- 
^Val  at  the  isJnnd  I  found  it  too  true.  They  bad 
;*^'lien  all  mysheeij.  in  number  91;  sixLy-five  of 
^yhich  were  Oue-h^lf  and  three-fourths  blood  rae- 
lv4>oes,  and  oije  ful*  blood  ram  which  cost  me  $95, 
A.'^hteen  hea>A  of  ijattle,  and  about  twenty  hogs, 
-ft'^ey  left  a  hll  oq  their  Government  for  $133, 
*yd  cash  to  tlie  amount  of  $40.  They  took  all 
*ullry,  shot  in  a  v-anton  manner  one  of  the  finest 
jars  which  this'  country  could  produce,  and 
r^ich  was  muchiadmired  by  Admiral  Warren 
ff  his  uncoiiimoii  beauty  and  breed,  and  who 
arbid,  as  a  favor  ti)  m*e,  that  he  should  be  dislurb- 
d.  They  bayoneted  others,  which  they  left 
ounded.  and  wh,ch  would  have  been  lost  had 

fiy  overseer   not  j-aved  a  part   by  killing  them, 
'hey  left  nothing; for  the  sheep,  only  a  promise 
;'  82  per  head,     i  have  estimated  my  loss,  aris- 
•,i;g  principally  fropa  this  last  visit,  at  $1,203,  as 
cill  appear  by  the?  following  statement 


I  wait  for  the  British  Government  to  pay  them. 
Add  this  to  the  amount  above  given,  makes  the 
total  loss  $1,203.     Your  friend  and  servant. 

JACOB  GIBSON. 
James  Nabb,  Esq.,  near  Easton. 

Talbot  County,  set  : 

On  the  20th  July,  1813.  came  Jacob  Gibson, 
esquire,  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  State  of  .Maryland,  and  for  Talbot  countjr 
aforesaid,  and  made  oath,  on  the  Holy  Evangel- 
ists of  Almighty  God,  that  what  is  contained  in 
the  within  instrument  of  writing  is  just  and  true, 
as  stated,  as  near  as  be  can  ascertain. 

WM.  HARRISON,  Jr. 


cattle,  at  $13 

hogs,  at  S4        ;  - 
if  5  and  i  blood  ijimbs,  at  $10 
\f)  common  stock, 'with  tieece,  at  $6 
,h  taken  at  itie  &tpl  visit,  merinoes, 
at  SIO      -      j  - 

|educt  $2^  paid  i^or  the  first  four  - 
i 
3  full  blooded  mejino  ram 

rtills  and  cash  lefv  -        -        -       - 

A. 

fj'rouble  and  exptinse  of  reinstating 
;J      slock       -     '  - 


S234  00 

80  00 

550  00 

216  00 

40  00 


J 


«1,120 
10 

00 
00 

1,110 
95 

00 
00 

1.205  00 
173  00 

1,032 
100 

00 
00 

$1,132  00 

1 

;  I  will  give  those  prices  to  any  person  who  will 
Reinstate  the  same  number  of  stock  and  kine  at 
lihe  close  of  the  w|ar,  or  deliver  them  at  any  of  my 
tcarms,  the  ram  ejccepted,  as  I  have  raised  others 
Siif  the  same  kind.  The  injury  done  me  by  break- 
»•  ing  up  the  Qock  of  sheep  is  far  beyond  the  prices 
jj  »tated,  as  tbey  chnnot  be  reinstated  for  several 
Jtyears.  The  destruction  of  the  ram  was  a  wanton 
^outrage,  as  he  was  not  fit  to  be  eaten.  He  was 
*  bayoneted,  and  Lbelieve  left  on  the  island.  This, 
il  presume,  was  aimed  at  our  manufactures. 


United  States'  Fkigate  Adams, 

July  24,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant  Reed,  giving  the  particu- 
lars of  the  loss  of  the  schooner  Asp,  and  the  la- 
human  conduct  of  the  enemy  to  her  commander, 
Mr.  Segourney.  Another  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Reed,  of  the  same  date,  mentions,  that  no  part  of 
the  enemy's  force  were  then  above  Biackstone's 
Island.  He  further  states,  that,  in  their  attempts 
to  land  on  the  Virginia  shore,  they  have  been  in- 
variably repulsed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  MORRIS. 

Hon.  W1LLIA.M  Jones. 

iSec'ry  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States'  Cutter  Scorpion, 

Potomac,  July  23.  1813. 

Sir:  It  is  with  much  pain  I  have  to  inform 
you  of  the  death  of  poor  Segourney,  who  was 
killed  a  few  days  ago,  (I  cannot  say  when.)  gal- 
lantly defending  his  vessel.  He  was  attacked 
whilst  lying  in  Kinsale  creek,  by  three  launches, 
and  after  a  gallant  contest  beat  them  off.  They, 
however,  on  gaining  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  were 
reinforced  by  two  more,  and  again  renewed  the 
conflict.  About  this  time  Mr.  Segourney  got 
wounded  through  the  body.  The  crew,  on  see- 
ing him  fall,  having  no  officer  capable  of  leading 
them,  jumped  overboard  and  gained  the  shore; 
when  the  enemy,  who  by  this  time  succeeded  in 
<rettinor  on  board,  finding  the  colors  still  flying  and 
Segourney  sitting  up,  barbarously  knocked  his 
brains  out  with  the  butt  end  of  a  musket. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action  Mi.  Se- 
gourney. thinking  ihem  too  strong  for  him,  bad 
ran  the  schooner  on  shore,  in  which  situation  the 
enemy  found  her.  and,  not  being  able  to  get  her 
off,  set  her  on  fire.  The  militia,  however,  (who 
must  have  been  slow  in  collecting,)  by  this  time 
got  down  and  beat  them  off.  retook  the  schooner, 
and  extinguished  the  flames.  They  have  since 
buried  Mr.  Segourney  with  the  honors  of  war. 
I  have  not  heard  anything  of  the  crew. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  C.  REED. 


H 


j     There  wjll  be  ■!  loss  of  at  least  20  per  cent,  upon  I      Captain  CH.i8.  Morris, 

the  bills  if  tsold  here,  and  probably  a  total  loss  if  United  Slates^  Frigate  Adams. 


it' 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Midshipman  H.  M.  McCIin- 
tock,  dated  KinuAle,  Julj  19ih,  1813,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  INavy  Department. 
'"We  were  attacked   by  five   boats;  we  contin- 
ued doing  the  same  as  before,  but  having  so  few 
men  we  were  unable  to  repel  the  enemy;  when 
they  boarded  us  they  refused  giving  any  quarter; 
there  were  upwards  of  fifty  men  on  our  decks, 
which  compelled  us  to  leave  the  vessel,  as  the 
enemy  had  possession;  they  set  her  on  fire  and 
retreated." 


Extractor  a  letter  from  John  Tubenrille,  Major  of  the 
2d  brigade,  11  lib  regiment  of  the  Virginia  mihtia, 
dated 

Kinsale,  July  20,  181.3. 

"  I  arrived  myself  at  the  place  of  capture  before 
the  colors  were  lowered,  and  am  confident  that, 
even  at  that  time,  their  numbers,  amounting  to 
between  sixty  and  seventy,  might  have  been  re- 
duced one-half  beforethey  could  make  their  escape, 
could  I  have  commanded  twenty  determined 
men.  The  gallant  commandant  fell  before  the 
enemy  boarded  him,  by  a  ball  which  passed 
through  his  body,  but  continued  to  fight  to  the 
last  extremity.  When  there  were  forty  or  fifty 
of  the  enemy  on  deck,  one  of  the  schooner's  crew 
asked  for  quarter,  which  was  denied  him.  At 
this  instant  the  few  remaining  men  made  their 
escape  by  swimming  to  the  shore,  and  Mr.  Se- 
gourney was  instantly  shot  through  the  head. 
The  ves.sel  was  shortly  set  on  fire,  and  the  barges 
moved  off.  The  officers  fought  bravely,  and  Mr. 
McClintock  defended  the  vessel  with  much  credit 
to  himself,  after  the  commanding  officer  was 
wounded." 

Hon.  William  Jones. 

Sec^ryofthe  Navy,  Washington. 


Newbern,  July  19,  1813. 

Sir:  On  Sunday  night,  the  lltb  instant,  an 
English  fleet,  consisting  of  one  seventy-four,  three 
frigates,  one  brig,  and  three  schooners,  anchored 
about  one  mile  from  Ocracock  bar ;  about  day- 
break we  were  informed  of  it  at  Portsmouth,  by 
persons  from  Ocracock.  I  immediately  got  up 
and  ordered  the  cutter  to  get  underweigh,  and  run 
up  to  Newbern  and  give  the  alarm,  which  she 
did,  but  made  a  very  narrow  escape  from  the 
barges,  as  she  was  obliged  to  beat  over  the  swash 
against  wind  and  tide,  while  they  could  row  a 
straight  course.  1  believe  Admiral  Cockburn  had 
intended  to  have  visited  Newbern  for  the  purpose 
of  robbing  the  banks,  but  was  prevented  by  the  cut- 
ter making  her  escape  to  give  the  alarm.  Indeed 
he  said  such  \us  his  intention,  and  was  very  much 
exasperated  b^ause  the  barges  did  not  take  her.  I 
believe  there  were  as  many  as  twenty-five  barges 
that  crossed  the  bar,  and  1  think  there  could  not 
have  been  less  than  three  thousand  regulars,  ma- 
rines, and  sailors  in  them  :  they  captured  the  pri- 
vateer brig  Anaconda,  of  New  York,  and  the  let- 
ter of  marque  schooner  Atlas,  of  Philadelphia, 
both  valuable  fast-sailing  vessels;  they  then  land- 


ed on  Portsmouth  and  Ocracock,  and  such  a  cruel 

wanton  destruction  of  properly  was  scarcely  ever 
witnessed  ;  they  broke  in  pieces  almost  every  spe- 
cies of  furniture,  cut  open  beds,  and  scattered  the 
feathers,  and  even  carried  their  villany  to  such 
a  length  as  lo  rob  many  women  of  their  child- 
ren's clothes,  without  leaving  them  a  second  suit 
to  their  backs.   The  officers  pretended  there  should 
be  no  depredations  committed  ;  and  when  com- 
plaints   were    made    lo    them    they    would    say, 
■'point  out  the  fellow  and  be  shall  be  corrected," 
well  knowing  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  iden- 
tify any  one  of  them  among  such  a  number  of 
strangers.     They  look  off  of  the  two  places  two 
hundred  cattle,  four  hundred  sheep,  and  sixteen 
hundred  fowls,  for  which  they  pretended   to  pay 
the  inhabitants,  some  of  whom  1  believe  received 
more  than  compensation,  and  others  received  no- 
thing: in  short,  they  have  ruined  almost  all  on 
the  places.     I  had  time  to  send  my  trunk,  with 
what  bonds  and  money  there  are  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  on  board  the  cutter,  which  escaped  ; 
I  also  bad  time  to  bring  a  few  of  the  most  valua- 
ble papers  belonging  to  the  office;  it  is  well  I  did, 
for  they  destroyed  my  office  entirely,  every  paper 
in  it,  both  public  and  private  ;  iliey  destroyed  my 
library  and  all  other  prop'-'ty  of  mine  they  could 
find,  about  eight  hundred  Ov...ars'  worth,  and  then 
sent  me  on    board  the  seventy-four,  where  they 
detained  me  two  days,  until  they  had  embarked 
and  ready  for  sail.     1  was  on  shore  two  days  be- 
fore they  discovered  I  was  a  public  officer ;  I  pre- 
sume they  sent  me  on   board  to   prevent  observa- 
tion.    After  they  had   kept  me  until  they  were 
ready  10  start,  they  turned  me  adrift  in  the  ocean 
in  a  small  boat   with  four  Spaniards,  not  one  of 
whom   was  acquainted   with   the  bar  more  than 
myself,  in  consequence  of  which  we  got  into  the 
breakers,  and  very  narrowly  escaped  being  all  lost. 
All  these  things  were  transacted  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  humane  Admiral  Cockburn.     I  be- 
lieve,  from    the   conversation    I  overheard,   that 
they  intend  to  visit  Beaufort,  then  Wilmington, 
and  so  on  to  the  southward. 

My  returns  will  be  made  as  soon  as  1  can  get 
what  remain  in  some  kind  of  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOS.  S.  SINGLETON, 

Hon.  William  Jones,  Collector. 

Act^g  Sec^y  oj  the  Treasury. 


On  the  morning  of  the  3d  May,  the  day  the 
British,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Cockburn 
made  the  attack  on  the  town  of  Havre-de-Grace, 
on  my  return  from  the  commons  where  I  had  de- 
posited some  aramuntion,  I  observed  an  officer  on 
the  horse  of  Mr.  James  Wood  of  this  place,  a  few 
paces  in  a  Southwest  direction  of  the  church. 
At  first  sight  I  was  of  the  opinion  it  was  one  of 
our  own  officers,  which  I  thought  to  be  Adju- 
tant McKinna,  having  heard  but  a  few  moments 
before  the  voice  of  John  O'Neill  crying  out  in 
words  lo  this  effect:  "'damn  il  men,  return;  we 
can  certainly  beat  the  rascals  off."  I  was,  how- 
ever, deceived,  as  this  officer  was  the  person  who 
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Vijjok  O'NeilP  prisoner  while  in  the  act  of  entreat- 
ii^g  the   milctia  to  return.     Not  linowing  at  the 
*time  that  OlVeill;  was  taken  by  him.  I  advanced 
JiO  a  directioii  towards  the  church  on  my  way  to 
«.i.he  magazine,  to  assist  in  carrying  off  more  ara- 
4tnuDition,  w^en  T  discovered  in  the  front  of  the 
^^jhurch  a  file  of  marines.     To  the  best  of  my  rec- 
^i^lleciion  I  was  ih«en  at  a  distance  of  from  100  to 
liioO  yards  f»om  the  officer  on  horseback,  and  I 
^tjiink  about;  the  !same  from  three   militia   men, 
*yhen  this  ofjicjer^said  to  be  Lieutenant  Westfall) 
J^ith  a  drawji  sword  in  his  hand,  it  being  the  only 
''Hag  he  carifit'd.  (?ried  out  two  or  three  times — 
^Iwiil  you  siirrenaer?"     One  of  the  militia  men 
Jt^de  answer,  but  what  it  was  I  could  not  dis- 
<rjDcily  hear,,  itnd  immediately  fired  on  him,  and 
Tt  is  said  wouiide<l  him  in  the  hand.     Finding  it 
*>mpossiblc  10  reach   the  magazine,  the   marines 
it^^ing  then  round'  the  church,  which  was  contig- 
^ijous  to  it,  I  bent  ray  course  lowardsIMrs.  Sears's 
^urern,  in  hopes  of  finding  some  of  the  British 
i>c.fficers  there,  and  by  entreaty  to  save  some  of  the 
Mprivate  pro{)erly,  which  I  was  fearful   would  be 
Ljestroyed.     On  reaching  Mrs.  Sears's  sign  post,  I 
fecund  the  firs':  division  of  boats  had  just  reached 


I  which  threw  a  bnll  on  the  roof  and  knocked  off 
;  »ome  shingles;  'he  firing  then  ceased,  and  two 
■  Other   gen^lel^aen  with  myself  advanced  on  the 


tarniDg  hastily  round,  "in  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  your  town  shall  be  in  flames ;  you  shall  now 
feel  the  effects  of  war."     The  said  Captain  Law- 
rance  then  went  into  the  tavern  of  Mrs.  Sears, 
and  with  two  or  three  men  brought  out  a  bale  or 
box  of  goods,  (which  was  said  to  have  been  lodged 
there   the  night   before,  belonging  to  a  lady  in 
Georgetown,)  and  placed  it  a  few  paces  in  front  of 
the  house;  another  officer  (name  unknown)  en- 
tered afterwards,  and  brought  out  a  second  box, 
and  placed  it  near  the  first.     Captain  Lawrance 
then  turned  to  him  and  said  '"sir.  I  have  placed 
a  guard  here;  we  must  now  attend  to  other  busi- 
ness; we  will  see  to  this  ^pointing  to  the  goods) 
to-night."     The  order  to  hre  the  house  was  then 
given,  and  Captain  lawrance  walked  down  street 
and  entered  the  store  of  S.  Hogg  &,  Co.,  the  door 
of  which  had  been  previously  broken  open,  and  a 
few  men  were  in  the  act  of  taking  off  wearing  ap- 
parel, (tc. ;  others  had  got  to  the  counting-room 
desk  in  search  of  money,  scattering  the  papers, 
&x.,  on  the  floor.     The  shameful  act  of  pilfering 
the  goods  was,  however,  reserved  for  the  redoubt- 
able Captain  Lawrance;  he  it  was  who  first  be- 
gan the  shameful  scene,  so  disgraceful  to  an  offi- 


.*he  wharf  an*i  two  large  guns  were  fired,  one  of    cer.  by  taking  down   knives,  forks,   &c.,  saying, 

■^    "ha!    the   very   thing   we   want;"    and,   turning 

round,  called   in  a  fresh  set   of  plunderers,  and 
said,  "boys,  here  is  fine  plunder:"  the  men  did 


harf  and  asjted  for  the  commander  of  that  divi-  i  not  wait  a  second  invitation,  butset  in  with  their 


iion  of  boats.  A  person,  whom  I  supposed  to  be 
;k  midshipmfn  from  his  appearance,  answered, 
'•'Captain  Lawrance  will  be  here  directly;"  he 
ihen  asked  a  .number  of  question.",  such  a.<,  '*  have 
you  any  ne\jrspapers  ?  how  many  militia  have 
you.  and  wnwe  are  they  stationed  1  where  is  your 

J  post-office?"  '(fcc,  to  all  of  which  we  carefully 
avoided  giviijg  any  direct  answer.  Some  of  the 
barges  then  warped  up  alongside  of  the  wharf, 
^  when  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  leave  them, 
J  being  fearf-uj  that  I  .should  be  made  a  prisoner. 
'\  1  then  waUeij  up  towards  the  ferry-house,  foUow- 
|.  ed  by  the  t^w^o  gentlemen  who  went  with  me  on 
V  the  wharf;'  ^e  were  met  by  an  officer,  who  im- 
mediately or^lered  us  back.  After  reaching  the 
lower  end  oj"  the  wharf,  the  midshipman  before 
mentioned  sjiid,  **sir,  this  is  Captain  Lawrance," 
pointing  to  clie  officer;  Lawrance  then  addressed 
us  10  words  \o  this  amount :  "  what  have  you  got 
10  say  foriyiOurKelves;  where  is  your  mayor  or 


worthy  leader,  and  in  a  short  time  emptied  the 
store,  excepting  some  articles  which  were  of  little 
value. 

WM.  T.  KILLPATRICK. 

P.  S.  When  I  found  that  Captain  Lawrance 
ordered  his  men  in  the  store,  and  gave  the  order 
to  plunder,  I  remonstrated  with  him  on  the  im- 
propriety of  such  proceeding,  and  observed,  that, 
with  civilized  nations  at  war,  private  property 
had  always  been  respected.  He  replied,  in  a  hasty 
manner.  "  you  ought  to  be  more  particular  in  your 
choice  of  representatives  ;  you  wanted  war,  and 
you  shall  now  feel  the  effects." 

W.  T.  K. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813, 
before. 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 


i 


Personally  came  James  Wood,  of  Havre  de 
chief  raagibiraie  V  He  was  told  we  had  no  mayor,  {  Grace,  before  me,  the  sub.<icriber,  one  of  the  jus- 
and   that  there  was  no  magistrate  in  the  place,  i  tices  of  the  peace  for  Harford  country,  and  made 


1  He  then  a>loed,  "are  you  prepared  to  ransom  the 
ij  town?"  1  .%sked  him  what  sum  he  demanded; 
i  he  said  aboi^t  $jOOOCt.  We  told  hira  no  such  sum 
•  could  be  raided.  '-Why.  then,"  he  replied,  "did 
)j  you  fire  on  ns  1  had  you  not  done  that,  and  hun^ 
^  out  a  flag,  we  would  have  treated  you  better."  1 
J  then  asked  I'lm  what  was  their  intention  in  com- 
^.  ing,  and  in  ^hat  manner  they  would  have  acted 
had  a  flag  bpen  hung  out  on  their  approach  ?  To 
the  first  que|.tioii  he  gave  no  answer,  but  after  a 
short  pause,  ob  erved.  '"  about  one-half  the  sum 
now  demanded  would  have  been  taken."  He  was 
then  told,  si^alt  as  that  might  appear  to  him,  it 
could  not  live,  been  raised.     '*  Then,"   says  he, 


oath,  according  to  law,  that,  on  Monday  morning, 
the  3d  of  May.  1813,  between  daylight  and  sun- 
rise, as  he  was  riding  in  the  town  of  Havre  de 
Grace,  he  discovered  some  men  in  the  act  of  haul- 
ing up  the  shore  a  piece  of  artillery  that  had  been 
mounted  on  the  battery,  and  from  their  dre>s  and 
the  dulness  of  the  morning  he  took  them  to  be 
Americans,  nor  did  he  discover  his  mistake  until 
he  was  taken  prisoner  and  compelled  to  dismount ; 
upon  which  the  officer  commanding  the  British 
immediately  mounted  his  horse.  A  short  period 
after,  he  was  ordered  on  board  of  a  barge  in  com- 
pany with  some  other  prisoners,  which  barge  was 
moved  up  to  Mrs.  Sears's  wharf^jn  company  with 
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other  barges.  Some  short  time  after,  he  discbr- 1 
ered  a  house  at  some  distance  from  the  water  to 
be  on  fire,  which  excited  some  surprise,  (the  house 
belonged  to  Mr,  John  Tucker.)  He  observed  to 
the  coxswain  of  the  boat,  there  was  a  house  on 
fire,  and  asked  him  if  he  did  not  suppo.se  it  to  be 
set  on  fire  by  a  rocket ;  he  replied.  '*  perhaps  it 
might."  Directly  after.  I  saw  the  British  kindling 
a  fire  in  the  yard  of  Mrs.  Sears,  and  asked  them 
for  what  that  was  intended.  The  coxswain 
answered,  "to  set  that  house  on  fire."  I  then 
asked  them,  "  why,  you  are  not  going  to  burn  the 
building?"  The  reply  from  an  officer  on  board 
the  .same  barge  (and  who,!  I>elieve,  had  not  been 
on  shore)  was,  "  yes,  sir.  we  shall  lay  your  town  in 
ashes  ;"  and  in  a  few  minutes  I  saw  a  general 
conflagration  of  the  greater  part  of  the  best  build- 
ings, during  the  time  I  remained  on  board,  which 
was  until  a  very  short  time  before  they  left  the 
place.  1  saw  the  officers  as  well  as  the  men  in 
small  squads  bringing  on  board  the  barges,  as  they 
lay  at  the  wharf,  plundered  propertvofalmo.<l  every 
description,  and  depositing  it.  During  the  lime, 
an  officer  brought  on  board  a  large  trunk  or  bux. 
and  calling  to  one  of  the  men,  said,  "  I  will  give 
you  two  dollars  to  take  care  of  this  for  me  ;  this 
is  my  own  plunder;  this  was  a  stage  passen- 
ger's property,  and  therefore  is  mine.'  He  fur- 
ther declares  that  he  has  no  knowledge  of  any 
flag  of  truce  being  held  out  by  the  British,  nor  does 
he  believe  there  was  any. 

JAMES  WOOD. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813, 
before 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 


held  ID  my  arms,  had,  and  carried  it  away  ;  they 

more  than  once  put  fire  to  ihe  house,  but  from 
the  exertion''  of  some  of  my  neighbors  it  was  as 
often  put  out. 

She  further  declares  that  she  never  saw  any 
flag  of  truce  held  out  by  the  British,  nor  doth  she 
believe  there  was  any. 

ROXANA  MOORE.     , 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813, 
before 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 


Personally  came  Roxana  Moore,  before  me,  the 
subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  Harford  county, 
State  of  Maryland,  and  made  oath,  according  to 
law.  that  on  .Monday  morning,  the  3d  of  .May.  in 
consequence  of  the  firing  of  the  British  into  the 
town  of  Havre  de    Grace.  I  fled  for  safety  (my 
husband  being  from  home)  into  the  cellar  of  the 
house  m  which  I  lived  ;  that,  upon  the  firing  hav- 
ing stopped.  I  came  up.  and  meeting  an  officer  on 
horseback,  and  who   was  wounded  in  the   hand, 
I  applied   to  him  for  protection,   fearing  injury 
from  some  of  the  men.     He  replied.  "I  will  not 
hurt  you.  nor  shall  my  men.  but  I  will  burn  your 
house."     I  answered  him  that  I  could  not  get  out 
of  it  with  my  little  children.     He  replied,  "  then  I 
will  burn  your  house  with  you  and  your  children 
in  it."     They  proceeded  a  little  further,  and,  after 
havingset  fire  to  ray  neighbor  Richard  Mansfield's 
tavern  house,  a  number  of  them  returned  and  en- 
tered my  house,  and  began  to  pillage  and  plunder. 
They  took  the  whole  of  my  bed  clothes,  my  own 
clothes,  and  all  ray  children's  even  to  my  young- 
est child's,  a  baby  not  two  months  old,  together 
with  my  cradle  furniture.     Upon  my  soliciting 
them  to  spare  me  some  t'ew  things,  one  replied, 
'•  I  will  lake  every  everything  I  can,  it's  what  we 
came  for,"  and  immediately  seized  a  shawl  from 
around   my   neck,  and  which    was  at  that  time 
nearly  all  the  covering  ray  little  baby,  whom  I 
13lh  Con.  2d  Sess.— 73 


Personally  came  Richard  Mansfield,  a  citizeh 
of  Havre  de  Grace,  before  the  subscriber,  one  of 
the  jusiKes  of  the  peace  tor  Harford  county,  Ma- 
ryland, and  made  oath  according  to  law,  that  on 
Monday  morning,  the  3d  of  May,  1813,  being  in 
his  own  house  about  sunrise,  and  viewing  the 
British  barges  as  they  came  up  the  river,  they 
keeping  up  a  continual  firing  into  the  town,  until 
they  reached  Mrs.  Sears's  wharf  being  about  two 
hundred  yards  below  this  deponent's  when  the 
firing  ceased  ;  they  then  landed,  and.  as  well  as  he 
could  discover  at  the  distance  from  which  he 
stood,  imraediately  launched  a  24  pounder  on 
board  a  ferry  boat,  which  bilged  her,  as  she  began  to 
settle  in  the  water  as  soon  a^  they  moved  her  out, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  went  down  ;  during  this  time, 
two  of  the  barges  kept  moving  slowly  up  towards 

'■  this  deponeni'.-i,  and  as  soon  as  landed,  a  petty  offi- 
cer ran  to   iliis  deponent's   ferry  boat  and   called 

'  out,  "  there  is  nothing  in  her ;"  "  cast  her  off,"  was 
the  reply,  which  was  instantly  done.  This  de- 
ponent and  his  son  being  at  this  time  on  the 
wharf,  di>covered  a  British  officer  on   horseback 

I  with  several  of  his  men  at  his   heels,  making  to 

'  his  house,  upon  which  he  returned  and  met  them 
a  few  yards  in  front  of  his  house.  This  offi- 
cer,  (whose  name   this  deponent   since    learned 

;  was  Lieutenant  Westfall.  and  who  was  wounded 
through  the  tiand)  imraediately  ordered  the  house 
to  be  set  on  fire.  This  deponent  remonstrated 
against  such  procedure,  urging  its  being  unpre- 
cedented among  civilized  nations  at  war.  to  burn 
and  destroy  private  property;  that  when  nations 
were  at  war  all  public  properly  became  fair  ob- 
jects of  destruction,  out  thai  private  property  had 
heretofore  been  respected,  except  such  as  might 
unfortunately  be  injured  by  the  usual  and  cus- 
tomary mode  of  warfare,  or  that  might  be  taken 
as  provision::.  His  reply  was.  "  by  G — d  it  should 
be  burnt."  This  deponent  and  a  Mr.  King,  who 
came  witli  the  officer,  solicited  for  the  moveable 
property  that  was  in  the  house,  it  being  furniture, 
stating  to  hira  that  that  was  this  deponent's  only 
dependence,  and  was  all  he  had.  He  replied  gen- 
erally, by  ordering  his  rnen  to  burn.  During  this 
conversation  the  raen  were  iii  the  house  breaking 
and  destroying  everything  before  them,  Mr.  King 
then  begged  ihe  oflicer  lor  one  hour,  saying  that 

:  whatever  couW  not  be  saved  in  that  time  might  go. 
The  officer's  reply  was.  "  one  hour,  no.  by  G — d, 
not  five    minutes;  burn    that    house."     Immedi- 

I  ately  they   commenced,  and    had    the   dwelling 

I  house  on  fire  in  four  different   places  io   a  few 


11 


r 


W  1 


2307 


APPENDIX. 


2308 


4 


Mansur  iti  vhich  the   H'ar  is  vaged  by  the  Enemy. 


utes.    Thisdjeponent,  together  with  Mr.  King,  I  to  be  set  at  liberty,  naming  those  that  he  imme- 


miD 

coDlioued  to  solicit  lor  permis>ion  to  save  some 
furniture:  after  some  time,  Lieutenant  Westfall 
observed.  '"  you  iiiay  save  what  you  can.  and 
wbai  you  caii  save  shall  not  be  disturbed."  Ex- 
ertions were  theri  made  by  this  deponent,  his  son, 
and  Mr-  King,  to-  save  from  the  devouring  flames, 
which  proved  sijccessful  for  a  short  time;  but  a 
few  minutes  con^'inced  us  what  little  dependence 
wa 


diately  saw  and  knew,  among  whom  was  James 
Sears,  a  youth  of  about  seventeen,  and  John  O'- 
Neal, a  naturalized  Irishman,  both  of  whom 
were,  in  a  most  positive  manner,  refused;  and, 
as  soon  as  O'Neal's  name  was  mentioned,  the 
oflScer,  to  whom  the  application  was  made,  re- 
plied,'•No!" — swearing  lie  would  have  O'Neal 
hung  if  he  could.  O'Neal  has  since  been  dis- 
s  to  be  placed  on  the  word  of  a  British  oflBcer,    charged  on  parole.     This  deponent  declares  that 


as  the  men,  aide'^  by  officers,  carried  off  what  had 
been,  by  great  exertions  and  considerable  risk, 
saved  from  the  tlames.  The  enemy  had  been 
busily  employed  breaking,  destroying,  and  carry- 
ing away,  until  the  flames  got  to  such  height  as 
to  render  it  unsaj'e  to  go  within  the  walls.  They 
then  commence(,i  upon  such  property  as  this  de- 
ponent bad  save^,  carrying  off  every  portable  ar-  ) 
ticle,  until  their  barges  were  stowed  ;  ripping  up 
beds,  throwing  ijie  feathers  to  tlie  air.  cutting  up 
chairs,  breaking  open  desks,  dec.  The  officer 
who  made  the  «tia>  k  on  a  walnut  desk,  refused 
to  have  it  unlocked,  but.  after  breaking  open  the 
lid,  discovered  t|ie  inner  door,  exultingly  exclaim- 
ed, •'  ah  !  I  am  used  to  such  things."  or.  '•  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  opening  desks."  or  some  expression 
to  that  amount,  and  immediately  broke  it  open, 
and  continued  his  search  as  if  for  money.  After 
having  destroyed  and  carried  ofl  nearly  the  whole 
of  this  deponeni's  properly,  and  seeing  the  build-  ; 
logs  burnt  down,  they  moved  down  to  Mrs.  Sears's  ' 
wharf,  and  joined  the  other  barges.     This  depo- 


he  has  no  knowledge  of  any  flag  of  truce  being 
sent  by  the  British,  oor  does  he  believe  there  was 
any. 

R.  MANSFIELD. 

Sworn  to.  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June.  1813, 
before  ELIJAH  DAVIS. 


No.  8. 


iiaaaaere  and  bumin/f  of  American  prUonera  »ur- 
rendered  to  officers  of  Great  Britain,  by  Indiana  in 
the  Britiah  aervice — Abandonment  of  the  remains  of 
Americana  killed  in  battle,  or  murdered  after  the 
surrender  to  the  Britiah — The  pillage  and  shooting 
of  American  citizena,  and  the  burning  of  their 
houaea  after  surrender  to  the  British,  under  the 
guarantee  of  protection. 

Extract  of  a    letter    from    Aug^ustus    B.    Woodward, 
Esquire,  to  General  Proctor. 

Detboi T.  Feb.  2,  1813. 


"They  [the  inhabitants  of  Michigan]  have 
entertained  a  constant  apprehension  that,  when 
nenl  was  then  ^dvised  by  some  of  his  friends'  to  the  American  forces  approach  the  Territory,  and 
apply  to  some  df  the  officers  and  endeavor  to  get  when  an  engagement  has  taken  place,  the  fury 
some  of  his  properly  back,  which  he  did,  but  of  the  savage  mind  at  the  sight  of  blood,  and  ia 
found  such  obsljicles  in  the  way  that,  after  getting  reflecting  on  tlie  dead  they  lose,  and,  perhaps,  on 
a  looking  "Uss,  and  some  two  or  three  articles  of    the   retaliatory   treatment  of  prisoners,  or  of  the 


small  value,  he  gave  it  up;  but  meeting  the  Ad-  , 
miral  in  persoq,  he  renewed  his  application,  and 
after  some  iim»,  was  directed  to  go  on  board  and 
get  what  h^  could ;  this  deponent  then  stated  the 
impossibility  of  succeeding  without  an  officer  to 
accompany; him.     An  officer  was  sent,  but  after 
repeated  attetippts  lo  gel  some  of  his  properly,  he 
was,  from   thej  abuse  and   threats  of   being   run 
through  with  n  sword  Irom  an  officer  of  marines, 
for  claiming  his   property,  compelled    to  decline 
any  further  exertions,  after  getting  another  look- 
ing glass,  and  a  few  more  very  iriHing  articles. 

This  deponx-nl's  observations    being  confined 
to  his  own   house,  and   its  immediate  neighbor- 


dead,  which  their  cruel  mode  of  warfare  is  al- 
ways likely  to  produce,  might  drive  them  to  an 
ignoble  revenge  on  the  prisoners  they  find  in  the 
country,  and  the  inhabitants  of  it,  who  are  Ameri- 
can citizens.  They,  therefore,  pressed  the  sub- 
ject on  your  attention  previous  to  the  battle  of 
the  22d  of  January,  1S13;  and  felt  satistied  with 
your  assurance  that  you  considered  your  own 
honor  pledged  for  their  efl'eciual  protection. 

"  Since  the  result  of  thai  battle,  facts  are  before 
their  faces  which  they  cannot  shut  their  eyes 
upon.  Some  of  them  are.  perhaps,  unknown  to 
yourself.  I  will  enumerate  some  which  I  believe 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  establishing  beyond 


hood,  which  was  at  the  upper  end  of  the  village,  the  reach  of  contradiction. 

he  was  riot  an  eye-witness  to  their  savage-like  "First.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  afier  the  capit- 

conduct    generally.      One    dwelling-house   and  ulation  of  the  22d  of  January,  1813,  have  been 

grocery  siore,'the  property  of  Mr.  George  Bar-  tomahawked  by  the  savagt-s. 

toll,  which  .stood  a  few  rods  below,  and  in  front  i      "Second.    Some  of  the   prisoners,  after    that 

of  this  deponent's,  he  saw  the  enemy  plundering,  capitulation,  have  been  shot  by  the  savages. 

and  breaking  everything  to  pieces,  and  ending  by  ,       "  Third.   Some  of  the  prisoners,  after  that  ca- 

setting  it  on  fire  and  burning  it  down  ;  a  number  pitulation,  have  been  burnt  by  the  savages. 

of  houses  wete  set  on   fire   that  were  not   con-  "Fourth.  Some  of  the  inh.ibitants  of  the  Ter- 

sumed  ;  a  nuiaber  they  only  robbed  and    broke  ritory  of  Michigan,  citizens  of  the  United  States 

the  doors  and  windows;  among  the  latter  was  of   America,  alter    the  capitulation,   have   been 

the  church,  in   which   not  one  solitary  window  shot  by  the  savages. 

was  left  vvholf.     During  the  time  this  deponent  "Fifth.  The  houses  of  some  of  the  inhabitants 


was  on  Mr^.  S<ars's  wharf,  and  on  board  the  barges, 
he  solicited  for  the  prisoners,  citizens  of  the  town, 


of  the  Territory,  American  citizens,  after  the  ca- 
pitulation, have  been  burnt  by  the  savages. 
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"  Sixth.  Some  of  the  inhabitants,  American 
citizens,  afier  the  capitulation,  have  been  pillaged 
by  the  savages." 


A.  W.  McLean,  Esq.,  to  Mr.  Woodward. 

Sandwich,  Feb.  9,  1813. 

Sir  :  You  will  have  the  goodness  to  appoint  a 
day  for  the  purpose  of  adducing,  before  Colonel 
Proctor,  such  proofs  as  you  may  have,  to  sub- 
stantiate the  assertions  in  your  letter  to  him,  rel- 
ative to  the  .slaughter  of  ihe  enemy's  sick  and 
wounded,  on  the  22d  of  January  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Jcc. 

A.  W.  .McLEAN,  Aid-decamp. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Woodward  to  (ieaeral 
Proctor. 


Sandwich,  February  10,  1813. 

"I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  third  day 
of  this  month,  a  verbal  message  from  you.  com- 
municated to  me  by  Major  Muir,  requesting  me 
to  procure  some  evidence  of  the  massacre  of  the 
American  prisoners  on  the  23J  day  of  January 
last. 

"  I  met  with  only  a  few  persons  at  Detroit  who 
are    inhabitants  of  the   river  Raisin,   nor   was  it 
altogether  a   pleasant  task  to  those  to  relate,  in 
these  times,  the  scenes  they  have  beheld.     Some 
of  them,  however,  appeared  before  a  magistrate, 
and  I  send  you  copies  of  what  they  have  staled. 
It  will  occur  to  you.  sir,  immediately,  that  what  i 
any  of  ihem  state  on  the  information  of  others,  | 
though  not  direct  evidence  in  itself,  leads  to  the  I 
source  where  it  may  be  obtained.  \ 

"  In  communicating  your  message,  Major  Muir  i 
added  something  having  relation  to  American  \ 
citizens  who  might  be  willing  to  take  the  oath  lo  i 
the  King.  i 

"It  win  be  obvious  to  you,  sir,  that,  in  a  state 
of  open  and  declared  war,  a  subject  or  citizen  of 
one  party  cannot  transfer  his  allegiance  lo  the 
other  parly  without  incurring  the  penalties  of 
treason  ;  and  while  nothing  can  excuse  his  guilt,  j 
so  neither  are  those  innocent  whj  lay  temptation  j 
before  him.  i 

'The  principles  adopted  by  the  United  States  I 
on  the  subject  of  expatriation  are  liberal,  but  are  , 
perfectly  inapplicable  to  a  public  enemy  in  time  j 
of  war. 

"Some  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  , 
of  America,  have  been  mucTi  urged  on  this  sub-  • 
ject,  and  are  apprehensive  of  being  still  further 
troubled.  | 

•I  had  the  further  honor  of  receiving,  on  the  i 
8th  instant,  your  verbal  message,  by  your  aid-de- 
camp, Mr.  McLean,  acquainting   me  that  there  '. 
was  no  capitulation  on  the  22d  of  January,  and  , 
that  the  prisoners  surrendered  at  discretion.  { 

''  I.  therefore,  beg  pardon  for  that  mistake.  i 

''The  principles,  however,  of  the  law  of  na- ' 
tioQs,  impose  an  obligation  almost  equally  strong."  | 


No.  XXV.— Translation. 

Territory  of  Michigan, 

District  of  Detroit,  ss  : 
Personally   appeared    before    me,   the  under- 
signed, one  of  the  justices  of  the   peace   in  the 
district  of  Detroit.  Joseph  Robert,  an  inhabitant 
!  "on  the  river  aux  Raisins,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
I  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  deposes  and  says,  that, 
j  on  the  next  day  after  the  battle  on  the  said  river 
j  Raisin,  a  short  time  after  sunrise,  he  saw  the  la- 
1  dians  kill  the  American  prisoners  with  their  tom- 
j  ahawks,  and  that  they  shot  several,  to  wit,  three; 
I  that  the  Indians  set  the  house  on  fire,  and  that,  in 
I  going  out,  the  prisoners  were  massacred  and  killed 
as  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say:  three  were  shot,  the 
others  were  killed  in  the  houses,  and  burnt  with 
the  houses.     The  Indians  burnt  first  the  house  of 
Jean   Bapliste  Jereaume.  and  afterwards  that  of 
Gabriel  Godfroy,  Jr.     The  deponent  has  been  in- 
formed that  there  were  about  forty-eig'U  or  forty- 
nine  prisoners  in  the  two  houses.     The  deponent 
has  seen  dead  bodies  on  the  highway  which  the 
hogs  were  tearing  and  eating.     Mr.  Brunot  told 
the  deponent  that  the  Indians  had  killed  those  of 
the  prisoners  who  were  least  wounded,  and  thai 
the  others  were  burnt  alive. 

Antoine  Cuiellarie  and  Alexis  Salliot,  inhabi- 
tants of  river  Ecorces,  told  the  deponent  that  two 
prisoners  had  been  burnt  in  the  house  of  Grand- 
OD,  on  the  river  aux  Sables.  The  deponent  has 
heard  that  the  Indians  had  torn  out  the  hearts  of 
the  prisoners,  and  had  brought  them  still  smok- 
ing into  the  houses,  but  did  not  recollect  the 
names  of  the  informants  ;  he  believes,  however, 
they  were  men  worthy  of  credit. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that,  after  the  first 
action  on  the  river  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired  on 
one  named  Solo,  son-in-law  to  Stephen  Labeau, 
an  inhabitant  on  the  river  aux  Sables,  when  re- 
turning from  the  house  of  Grandon  to  his  father- 
in-law.  On  his  arrival,  he  hallooed  to  his  father- 
in-law  to  open  the  door,  saying  that  he  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  Stephen  Labeau  opened  the 
door,  and  told  his  son-in-law  to  throw  himself  on 
his  bed  ;  but  that,  in  trying  to  move,  he  fell  dead. 
An  Indian  knocked  at  the  door,  and  Labeau,  hav- 
ing opened  it,  received  a  ball  in  his  breast,  and 
fell  dead.  The  son  of  Labeau  made  his  escape; 
the  Indians  fired  several  shots  at  him,  which  did 
not  reach  him. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that  Baptiste  Cou- 
teur  was  killed  near  the  house  of  the  deponent, 
on  the  day  of  the  second  battle  on  the  river  Rai- 
sin, a  little  after  sunrise. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that  the  Indians 
have  often  threatened  lo  burn  his  house  and  barn, 
if  he  did  not  march  with  them  against  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  deponent  says,  that  he  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen. 

The  deponent  says  that  several  of  his  neigh- 
bors have  told  him  ihat  they  have  received  the 
same  threat.   Other  settlements  have  been  threat- 
ened  with   fire.     The    mills  and   houses  on  the 
I  river  aux  Roches  were  burnt  in  the  month  of 
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Manner  in  which  the  Wctr  is  toagtd  by  the  Enemy. 


eptember  last,  after  the  capitulation  of  Detroit. 

od  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 
•  JOSEPH  ROBERT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  4th  Feb- 
»iary.  1813. 
^  PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P. 

;    No.  XXVI. 

■ehritory  or  Michigan, 

District  of  Detroit,  gs: 

Be  it  remembered  that,  on  this  day,  February 

e  fourth,  A.  D.  -one  thousand   eight   hundred 

(d  thirteen,  persopally  came  before  the  under- 

rned.  a  justice  ci   the    peace   for   the  district 

resaid,  T)Z  :  Johu  McDooell.  an  inhabitant  of 

e  city  of  Detroit,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn 

^on  the  Hol]|  Evaogelists  of  Almighty  God.  de-  ' 

^seth  and  saith,  that  a  few  days  after  the  bat-  | 

J^  of  the  22d  Janu:try  last,  (at  the  river  Raisin.)  | 

'     was  personally  present  at  the  house  of  James  | 

y,  Esquire    when  he  heard   the   said   James 

ay  ask  Mr.  William  Jones,  the  acting  agent  for 

e   Indian   Department,  if  there  would  be  any 

propriety  la  purrhasmg  the  prisoners  from  the 

idians;  and    that    he   heard    the  said   William 

)nes  say,  'tljat  he  thought  there  would  be  no 

propriety  iu  purchasing  them,  but  would  not 

nderiake  to  iiuthonze  any  person  to  do  so  ;"  that 

1  consequeacje  of  which,  this  deponent  purchsed 

iree  or  four  pf  the  prisoners;  among  the  num- 


was  one  bv  the  name  of 


Hamilton, 


a  I 


xivate  in  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  who  declared 
)  this  depon<;nt,  that,  on  the  first  or  second  day 
"ler  the  battle  at  river  Raisin,  on  22d  January 
it,  as  he  an^  some  of  his  fellow-prisoners  were 
*iarching  wiih  the  Indians    between  this  place 
Ind  the  river  Raisin,  they  came  up  to  where  one 
1  the  prisoners  was  burnt,  the  life  just  expiring, 
|(jd  an  Indian    kicking  the  aslies  oS  bis  back, 
ying  ■■  damned  son  of  a  bitch.'' 
This  deponent  also  further  deposeth,  as  afore- 
id.  that  Doctor    Bowers,  a  surgeon's  mate  of 
e  Kentucky  volunteers,  who  was  purchased  by 
m  and  sonje  other  gentlemen,  stated   to  this 
ponent  "(bat  he  was  left  to  take  care  of  the 
ounded  afte/  the  battle,  but  felt  rather  timid  on 
count  of  the  savages,  but  that  he  received  such 
surances  from   Captain   or   Colouel   Elliott  of 
'.le  safety  of  himself  as  well  as  the  remaining 
isoners,  he  concluded  to  stay,  as  sleighs  were 
omised  to  be  sent  to  fetch  them  away  the  next 
orning;  that  near  about  daylight  of  the  morn- 
jig  following  the  day  of  the  battle,  the  Indians 
#ime   into  the   house   where   said    Bovers    was 
/ith  the  other  prisoners,  and  proceeded  to  plun- 
er  and  tomahawk  such  as  could  not  walk,  and 
tripping  the  said  Bowers  and  the  wounded  pris- 
^ners  of  all    their  clothes;  that    while  the  said 
towers  and  two  other  prisoners,  named  Searles 
id  Bradford,  as  near  as  this  deponent  can  recol- 
"fct,  were  sitting  by  the  fire  m  the  Indian  camp, 
^  Indian  came  up  who  appeared  to  be  drunk. 
Ifnd  called  the  said  Searles.  as  near  as  this  depo- 
|«eni  can    recollect,  a    .Madison  or  Washington, 
i^hen  took  up  a  tomahawk  and   struck  the  said 
J5earles  on  the  shoulder;  that  the  said   Searles 


caught  hold  of  the  tomahawk  and  held  it  for 
some  time;  that  the  said  Bowers  advised  the 
said  Searles  to  submit  to  his  fate;  with  that  the 
Indian  gave  him  a  second  blow  on  the  head, 
killed,  scalped,  and  stripped  him;  during  this 
time  the  said  Bowers  and  Bradford  were  person- 
ally present,  and  being  apprehensive  for  their 
own  safety,  that  he,  Bowers,  ran  and  came  up  to 
the  old  chief  (who  sold  him  to  this  deponent  and 
others)  who  took  him  under  his  protection,  and 
was  very  kind  to  him  while  he  remained  with 
him.  This  deponent  further  deposeth.  that  he 
has  reason  to  believe  the  aforesaid  Bowers  and 
Hamilton  are  now  at  Sandwich,  and  if  applied 
to,  they  could  give  more  ample  information  rela- 
tive to  the  particulars  of  the  aforesaid.  And  fur- 
ther this  deponent  saith  not. 

J.  McDONELL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  at  ray  chambers,  in  the 
city  of  Detroit,  the  day  and  year  before  written. 
JAMES  MAY.  J.  P.  D.  D. 

Appcrtenances  to  No.  XXVI. 

No.  J. 

Note  from  Mr.  John  McDoncll  to  James  May,  Esq. 

Detroit,  February  4,  IS13. 

Dear  Sir:  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Smart,  after  leaving  your  house  to-day,  who  had 
a  conversation  with  Bowers  and  Bradford.  He 
observes  that  I  have  made  several  material  errors 
in  my  affidavit  before  you  this  day.  He  says  the 
prisoner  killed  was  of  the  name  of  Bly  the,  instead 
of  Searles;  and  mentioned  some  other  errors 
that  differ  widely  from  what  I  had  sworn  to,  so 
that  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  Bowers's  and  Brad- 
ford's own  affidavits  could  not  be  had.  instead  of 
mine.    Your's. 

J.  McDONELL. 

Ja.me3  .May,  Esq. 

No.  2. 
Note  from  Mr.  .MtDonell  to  .Mr.  Lyons,  his  Clerk. 
I  wish  you  to  mention  to  Judge  Woodward 
that  application  is  made  for  me  by  a  friend  on 
the  other  side  to  remain  until  the  navigation 
opens.  On  ihat  account,  I  hope  that  he  will  keep 
back  the  deposition  that  I  have  made  regarding 
the  murders  committed  by  the  savages  on  the 
river  Raisin,  as  he  has  much  better  testimony  to 
substantiatt-  facts  than  what  I  have  sworn  to  on 
hearsay;  and,  as  I  am  sure,  if  the  Colonel  was 
even  disposed  to  hear  my  application,  that  affida- 
vit will  be  enough  to  send  me  off ;  or,  else,  if  I 
was  allowed  to  remain,  Elliott  would  set  the  In- 
dians on  me. 

No.  XXVII.— Translation. 
Territory  of  Michigan, 

District  of  Detroit,  $s  : 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  Antoine  Boulard,  of  the  river  aux  Rais- 
ins, who.  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists^ 
deposeth  and  says,  that,  on  the  next  day  after  the 
last  battle  on  river  aux  Raisins,  he  saw  the  In- 
dians kill  the  Secretary  of.the  American  General. 
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who  was  on  the  horse  of  the  Indian  who  bad 
taken  him  prisoner,  with  a  rifle  shot;  that  the 
prisoner  fell  on  one  side,  and  an  Indian  came  for- 
ward with  a  sabre,  finished  him,  scalped  him, 
stripped  him,  and  carried  away  his  clothes.  The 
body  remained  two  days  on  the  highway,  before 
the  door  of  the  deponent,  and  was  part  eat  up  by 
the  hogs.  Afterwards,  the  deponent,  together 
with  Francois  Las  Lasselle.  Hubert  Lacroix, 
Charles  Chovin,  and  Louis  Lajoye.  took  up  the 
corpse  at  dusk  of  the  evening,  and  carried  it  into  a 
field  near  the  woods,  where  the  hogs  did  not  go. 
They  dared  not  bury  it.  for  fear  of  being  surprised 
by  the  Indians.  And  further  this  deponent  saith 
not. 

ANTOINE  BOULARD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  ray  presence,  the  5ih 
of  February.  1813. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

No.  XXVIII. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  next  day  after  the  last 
battle  on  the  river  aux  Raisins,  the  Secretary  of 
the  American  General  was  taken,  near  the  door  of 
the  deponent,  was  wounded,  and  placed  on  ahorse  ; 
that  seven  or  eight  Indians  were  near  the  house, 
one  of  whom  shot  him  in  the  head  with  a  rifle  ; 
that  he  did  not  fall  off  his  horse  until  another  In- 
dian, drawing  a  sabre,  struck  him  on  the  head 
several  times,  and  then  he  fell  to  the  ground,  was 
scalped,  and  stripped  of  his  clothes,  and  left  on  the 
road,  where  he  remained  one  day  and  a  half.  I, 
the  deponent,  with  Fran9ois  Lasselle,  Hubert 
Lacroix,  and  Lewis  Chovin,  on  the  evening  of 
the  second  day,  took  up  the  body,  carried  it  to  the 
skirls  of  the  woods,  and  covered  it  with  a  few 
branches,  but  could  not  stay  to  bury  it  for  fear  of 
the  Indians  that  were  in  the  neighborhood  ;  and. 
on  the  next  day  after  the  last  battle,  I  was  near 
the  house  of  Gabriel  Godfrey,  junior,  and  the 
house  of  Jean  Batiste  Jereaume,  where  a  great 
number  of  prisoners  were  collected;  and  that  I 
heard  the  screaming  of  the  prisoners  whom  the 
Indians  were  tomahawking  ;  that  the  savages  set 
the  houses  on  fire,  and  went  off. 

LOUIS  BERNARD  dit  Lajoye. 

Detroit,  February  5,  1813. 

No.  XXIX. 

1  certify,  that  the  bodies  of  the  Americans 
killed  at  the  battle  of  la  Riviere  aux  Raisins,  of 
the  22d  of  January  last,  remain  unburied.  and 
that  I  have  seen  the  hogs  and  dogs  eating  them. 
The  hogs  appeared  to  be  rendered  mad  by  so  pro- 
fuse a  diet  ot  Christian  flesh.  I  saw  the  houses 
of  Mr.  Jerome  and  Mr.  Godfroy  on  fire,  and  have 
heard  that  there  were  prisoners  in  them.  The 
inhabitants  did  not  dare  to  bury  the  dead,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Indians. 

The  inhabitants  have  been  threatened  by  the 
Indians,  if  they  did  not  take  up  arms  against  the 
Americans. 

ALEXIS  LABADIE. 

Mi(?HiGAN,  February  6,  1813. 


No.  XXX. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  on  or  about  the  28th  day 
of  January  last  past,  an  Indian  woman  came  to 
my  dwelling-house,  on  the  river  Rouge,  and  in- 
formed me  that,  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  an 
American  prisoner  had  been  killed  in  the  Indian 
camp,  and  the  reason  she  assigned  for  killing  him 
was,  because  he  had  expressed  a  hatred  for  the 
Indians. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT. 

Detroit,  February  8,  1813. 

No.  XXXI. 

Territory  of  Michigan, 

District  of  Detroit,  as  : 
Personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  said  district, 
Aaron  Thomas,  and  Agnes  Thomas,  his  wife, 
who  both  made  oath,  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  that  the  Indians  have  taken  from 
the  house  of  Mr.  Attwater.  on  the  I6th  of  August, 
1812,  one  chintz  gown,  valued  seven  and  a  half 
dollars;  one  calico  gown,  valued  three  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  ;  one  caliraanco  petticoat, 
value  four  dollars;  one  pairof  cotton  stockings, one 
dollarand  fifty  cents;  one  pair  of  woollen  stocltings, 
seventy-five  cents ;  one  pair  of  silk  gloves,  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents;  one  new  small  trunk,  two 
dollars;  one  pocket  book,  two  dollars;  thread, 
one  dollar  ;  needles,  fifty  cents:  one  shawl,  one 
dollar;  one  cambric  handkerchief,  seventy-five 
cents;  one  cotton  ditto,  sixty-two  and  one-half 
cents;  one  shift,  one  dollar;  three-fourths  of  a 

f)ound  of  pepper,  fil"ty  cents;  one  cake  of  choco- 
ate,  twenty-five  cents;  one  fan,  fifty  cents;  one 
blanket,  three  dollars;  one  cloak,  ten  dollars; 
three  yards  of  check  cotton,  ninety-three  and 
ihree-iourth  cents;  one  shawl,  one  dollar;  one 
flannel  loose  gown,  three  dollars.  On  the  12th  of 
September,  taken  on  river  Rouge,  one  chesnut 
sorrel  horse,  fifty  dollars;  saddle  and  bridle,  tea 
dollars.  On  Friday,  the  Uth  of  September,  taken 
on  river  Rouge,  one  other  saddle,  eight  dollars; 
one  pair  leather  leading  lines,  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents;  leading  lines,  seventy-five  cents;  one 
axe,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  chintz  patches, 
two  dollars. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  chamber,  17ih  of  Sep- 
tember, 1812. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

No.  XXXII. 

Letter  fronn  the  Indians  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  river 

Rhisin,  not  dated. 

The  Hurons  and  ihe  other  tkibes  of  Indians,  as- 
sembled at  the  Miami  rapids,  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  river  Raisin  : 

FRiENns.  listen!  You  have  always  told  us  you 
would  give  us  any  assistance  in  your  power. 

We,  therefore,  as  the  enemy  is  approaching  us, 
within  twenty-five  miles,  call  upon  you  all  to  rise 
up.andcomehereimmediately  bringing  yourarms 
along  with  you. 

Should  you  fail  at  this  time,  we  will  not  con- 
sider you  in  future  as  friends,  and  the  conse> 
quences  may  be  very  unpleasant. 
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e  are  all  convinced  you  have  no  writing  for- 
hiding  you  to  assist  us. 
r-Wc  are  all  your  friends  at  present. 
^  ROUND  HEAD. 

jt  {biy  an  emblem  resembling  a  hor$e.) 

^  WALK-L\-THE  WATER, 

(6y  an  emblem  resembling  a  turtle.) 

No.  XXXIII. — Translation. 
rtter  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  river  Raisin,  dated 

:        Riviere  aux  Raisins, 

I  '  Sovember  13,  1812. 

iiR:  Id  the 'erubarrassment  in  whicfi  we  find 

rselves  at  pr<'?ent  on  the  subject  of  a  letter  ad- 

[ssed  to  Colcjnpl  Navar.  on  the  part  of  the  Hu- 

is  and  other '.sfivage  tribes,  we  depute  him  to 

the  in- 
to as- 
si%i  him  with  >our  advice  in  so  delicate  a  matter, 
hiaring,  at  all  times,  had  great  confidence  in  your 
gtJat  knowledjie. 

"^e  have    t|e   honor  to  be,  with  profound  re- 
SiSct,  your  obeJient  servants. 
f  JAaUES  LASSELLE. 

JEAN  B.  JEROME, 
JEAN  B.  BEAUGRAND. 
FRANCOIS  LASSELLE, 
DUNCAN  REID. 
JEAN  B.  LASSELLE. 
[on.  JcDGEiWooDWARD.  Detroit. 


Captain  was  certainly  massacred.  He  was  so 
badly  wounded  as  to  prevent  him  from  walking. 
The  Indians  took  him  some  distance  on  a  horse, 
but  at  length  took  him  nffand  tomahawked  him. 
"About  the  10th  instant,  an  Indian  brought 
Captain  MrCrackin's  commission  to  Sandwich  ; 
the  paper  was  bloody.  The  fellow  said  he  took 
the  Captain  unhurt,  but  some  time  after,  when 
stripping  and  examining  him.  he  found  an  Indian 
scalp  in  his  bosom,  which  induced  him  to  kill 
him.    This,  you  cannot  but  be  assured,  is  a  hum- 


rcAs  and  other '.sfivage  tribes,  we  depute  hi 

Ji  to  represeiit  to  you  the  situation  of  tl 
^itants  of  thie  river  Raisin,  praying  you 


tract   from  tiie   re|>ort  of  Ensign  Isaac  L.   Baker, 
Agent   for  the  prisoners   taken    after   the  battle  of 
renchtown,  Jtii«r»ry  22,   1813,  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
ral  Winchesier,  dated 

''British  Niagara,  Feb.  20.  1813. 
For  the  gre^teM  number  of  our  unfortunate 
fjlow-soldiers  tjeing  sent  from  Detroit  we  are 
i  flebted  to  thf  *?xeriions  of  our  prisoner  fellow- 
cliizens  there,  who.  with  an  unexampled  generos- 
,  when  theyj  saw  their  countrymen  driven 
rough  the  stjeetj  like  sheep  to  a  market,  lav- 
tied  their  we&lth  for  their  ransom.  Nor  was 
e  procuration  of  our  liberty  all.  We  had  been 
Most  entirely  stripped  by  the  Indians.  Clothes, 
ch  as  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  permitted 
•yA  be  prepared,  were  furnished  us. 
*"  On  the  Sih  instant.  Colonel  Proctor  ordered 
l^e  to  make  o'lt  a  return  of  all  the  prisoners  who 
:re  killed  hi'  the  Indians  in  battle,  agreeable  to 
p  best  infoimati^n  1  could  collect.  The  en- 
t.fjsed  return,  marked  B,  was  produced  by  this 
iVder.  I  might  have  added  the  gallant  Captain 
ijathaniel  Gr-^y  ;  S.  Hart,  deputy  inspector  gen- 
tjal ;  Captain  Virgil  McCrackin,  of  Colonel  Al- 
lia's  regiment  ;  Captain  John  H.  Woolfolk,  your 
'cretary  ;  Ensign  Levi  Wells,  of  the  7th  United 
ates^  infantry  ;  and  a  number  of  privates,  whom 
ad,  by  subsequent  information,  have  been  mas- 
red. 

'  The  memory  of  past  services  rendered  me  by 

•^piain  Hart's  family  made  me  particularly  ani- 

s  toascerlain  his  i'ate.  I  tlattered  myself  he  was 

ve,  and  every  infurraation  I  could  get  for  some 

e  flattered   ray  hopes.     But  one  of  the   last 

isoners  who  was  brought  in,  told  me  that  the 


7. 


bug  of  the  fellow's  own  making,  to  screen  him- 
self from  the  odium  of  barbarity.  The  Captain's 
character,  and  the  danger  that  attended  his  carry- 
ing such  furniture  in  a  disastrous  batile.  give  it 
the  lie. 

■'Captain  Woolfolk,  after  having  been  wounded 
in  two  places,  by  some  means  had  got  refuge  in 
one  of  the  French  houses  on  the  Raisin.  He  was 
discovered  nextday,  and  dragged  from  hisasylura. 
He  was  taken  to  the  house  of  a  .Mr.  Lasselle.  where 
he  .said  he  would  give  one  thousand  dollars  to  any 
one  who  would  purchase  him.  Mr.  Lasselle  said 
it  was  out  of  ^i.*  power,  but  he  had  no  doubt  his 
brother  would  do  it,  who  lived  at  hand.  He  di- 
rected his  owners  to  the  house  of  his  brother,  but 
as  they  were  on  their  way,  an  Indian  from  a 
waste-house  shot  him  through  the  head. 

''Ensign  Wells  was  taken  by  my  side  unhurt. 
I  considered  him  as  alive,  until,  on  my  arrival  at 
this  place.  Captain  Nags  telli  me  he  was  killed 
by  a  Pottawatatamy  Indian,  not  long  after  he  was 
taken. 

*•  Many  fresh  scalps  have  been  brought  in  since 
the  battle,  and  dead  bodies  seen  through  the 
country,  which  prove  that  others  have  been 
killed,  whose  names  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
out.  independent  of  those  reported  to  Colonel 
Proctor. 

"This,  sir.  is  all  the  information  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  concerning  those  who  were  massa- 
cred. The  fifteen  or  eighteen  mentioned  in  the 
remarks  to  the  return  made  to  Colonel  Proctor, 
whose  names  do  not  appear,  were  not  known  by 
those  who  saw  them  killed. 

"Major  Graves,  of  the  fifth  regiment  of  Ken- 
tucky volunteers,  I  have  been  able  to  get  no  in- 
formation of,  further  than  that  he  was  brought  to 
the  river  Rouge,  on  the  iioih  or  2tith  of  January, 
in  a  sleigh.  I  fear,  from  our  having  heard  noth- 
ing of  him  since,  that  he  i.^  no  mure,  and  that 
valuable  officer  forever  lost  to  his  country. 

"The  dead  of  our  .army  are  still  denied  the 
rites  of  sepulture.  At  the  time  I  left  Sandwich, 
I  was  told  the  hogs  were  eating  them.  A  gentle- 
man told  me  he  had  seen  them  running  about 
with  skulls,  arms,  legs,  and  other  parts  of  the  hu- 
man system,  in  their  mouths.  The  French  peo- 
ple on  the  Raisin  buried  Captains  Hart,  Wool- 
folk,  and  some  others,  but  it  was  more  than  their 
lives  were  worth  to  have  been  caught  paying 
this  last  customed  tribute  to  mortality. 

'•  I  several  times  agitated  the  subject  of  bury- 
ing the  dead,  when  in  company  with  the  British 
oflicers,  but  they  always  answered,  that  the  In- 
dians would  not  suffer  it." 
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B. 
A  return  of  the  American  prisoners  who  were  toma- 
hawked by  the  Indians  subsequent  to  the  battle  at 
Frenchtown,  January  22,  18i;J. 

1.  Pascal  Hickman.  Captain.  1st  Kentucky 
volunteer  rifle,  January  23,  in  Frenchtown. 

2.  James  E.  BIythe.  private.  Hart's  company. 
5th  Kentucky  volunteer  iniantry,  January  23,  in 
Frenchtown. 

3.  Charles  Gerles.  private.  Hart's  company,  5th 
Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January  23,  Sandy 
Creek. 

4.  Thomas  S.  Crow,  private,  Seabree's  com- 
pany, 1st  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January 
23,  three  miles  from  Frenchtown. 

5.  Daniel  Darnell,  private.  Williams' company. 
5th  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry.  January  23,  be- 
tween Sandy  Creek  and  Frenchtown. 

tj.  Thomas  Ward,  private.  Redding'scompany, 
1st  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry.  January  23,  be- 
tween Sandy  Creek  and  Frenchtown. 

7.  William  Butler,  private.  Sanghorne's  com- 
pany, 1st  Kentucky  rifle,  January  23,  between 
Sandy  Creek  and  Frenchtown. 

8.  Henry  Downy,  private,  Edwards'  company. 
17th  United  States'  infantry,  January  24,  near 
Brownstown. 

9.  John  P.  Sidney.  Sergeant.  Martin's  com- 
pany. 15ih  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January 
25,  River  Rouge. 

Remarks. — In  addition  to  the  above  number, 
I  saw  two  others  tomahawked  at  Sandy  Creek 
tnyself,  and  find  that  the  prisoners,  now  in  the 
hospital  in  Sandwich,  ^aw.  say  fifteen  or  eighteen 
others,  treated  in  the  same  manner.  Two  men 
tell  ra«  they  saw  one  who  had  the  appearance  of 
having  been  burned  to  death.  Those  men  who 
saw  Henry  Downy  and  William  Butler  killed,  tell 
me  that  the  Indians  left  them  without  scalping. 

ISAAC  L.  BAKER, 
Ensign  2d  United  Slates'*  Infantry. 

Colonel  H.  Proctor. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  at  the  Miami  Rapids,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1813. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  depo- 
sition of  Medard  Labbadie,  who  was  at  the 
river  Raisin  on  the  22d  ultimo,  and  remained 
there  till  the  6th  instant.  His  account  of  the  loss 
of  the  enemy  in  the  action  is  corroborated  by  seve- 
ral others,  nor  is  there  the  least  reason  to  doubt 
his  statement,  as  it  regards  the  horrible  fate  of 
our  wounded  men.  There  is  another  circum- 
stance which  plainly  shows  that  the  British  have 
no  intention  to  conduct  the  war  (at  least  in  this 
quarter)  upon  those  principles  which  have  been 
held  sacred  by  all  civilized  nations.  On  the  30lh 
ultimo,  I  despatched  Doctor  McKeehan,  a  sur- 
geon's mate  in  the  militia,  with  a  flag,  to  ascer- 
tain the  situation  of  our  wounded.  He  was  at- 
tended by  one  of  our  militiamen  and  a  French- 
man. On  the  night  after  their  departure,  they 
halted  near  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a 


few  hours'  sleep,  in  a  vacant  cabin  upon  the  bank 
of  the  river.  The  carryall  in  which  they  travelled 
was  left  at  the  door  with  the  flag  set  up  in  it. 
They  were  discovered  by  a  parly  of  Indians  (ac- 
companied, it  IS  said,  by  a  British  officer)  and 
attacked  in  the  manner  described  in  the  deposi- 
tion. The  militiaman  was  killed  and  scalped, 
the  Doctor  and  the  Frenchman  taken.  Doctor 
McKeehan  was  furnished  with  a  letter,  addressed 
to  any  British  oflicer  whom  he  might  meet,  de- 
scribing the  character  in  which  he  went,  and  the 
object  for  which  he  was  sent,  an  open  letter  to 
General  Winchester,  and  written  instructions  to 
himself,  all  of  wh'ich  he  was  directed  to  show  to 
the  first  officer  he  met  with.  He  was  also  sup- 
plied with  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold  to  procure 
necessaries  for  the  prisoners." 

The  affidavit  of  Medard  Labbadie,  late  resident  near 
the  river  Raisin,  in  the  Michigan  Territory. 

He  being  sworn,  saith,  he  was  in  his  house 
when  he  heard  the  guns  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action  at  the  river  Raisin,  on  the  22d  Jan- 
uary, 1813.  between  the  American  forces  under 
General  Winche>ter.  and  the  British,  Canadian, 
and  Indian  forces,  said  to  be  commanded  by  Col. 
St.  George.  After  some  little  time,  he  heard  that 
the  Indians  were  killing  the  inhabitants  as  well 
as  the  Americans,  upon  which  he  went  towards 
the  scene  of  action,  in  order  to  save  his  family. 
As  he  went  on,  he  was,  with  one  other  inhabi- 
tant, taken  prisoner  by  two  Wyandot  Indians, 
and  carried  prisoner  to  the  Indian  lines,  from 
which  he  saw  great  part  of  the  action.  The  right 
wing  of  the  Americans  had  given  way  before  he 
got  a  sight  of  the  action.  It  terminated  after  the 
sun  was  some  hours  high,  not  far  from  11  o'clock, 
t  A.  M..  by  the  surrender  of  the  American  forces 
that  then  remained  on  the  ground.  He  saw  the 
flag  hoisted  by  the  British  sent  to  the  American 
forces,  and  saw  it  pass  three  times  to  the  Ameri- 
cans before  the  surrender.  He  could  not  under- 
stand English,  but  understood  that  General  Win- 
chester was  taken  prisoner  before  he  got  to  the 
lines  of  his  own  men  ;  that  he  was  compelled  to 
carry  the  flag  to  his  own  forces  after  he  was  taken ; 
that  he  understood  the  reason  of  the  flag  passing 
so  often,  was,  that  the  Americans  refused  to  sur- 
render upon  any  other  terms  than  that  the 
wounded  should  be  taken  care  of.  the  dead  buried, 
and  the  inhabitants  protected  in  their  property. 
That  the  British  first  refused  to  agree  to  these 
term«.  but  finally  did  agree  to  them.  He  also 
understood  that  the  loss  of  the  British  and  Indians 
in  the  action  was  about  four  hundred  killed.  He 
also  understood  that  the  loss  of  the  Americans  in 
the  action  was  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
killed. 

He  knows  that,  on  the  day  of  the  action,  all 
the  prisoners  who  were  able  to  march,  were 
marched  off  towards  Maiden,  the  wounded,  about 
sixty  or  eighty  in  number,  left  in  two  houses,  with- 
out any  of  their  friends,  or  a  physician,  to  take  care 
of  them,  and  without  any  British  officer  or  men. 
About  ten  Indians  remained  behind  upon  the 
ground  3  the  balance  of  the  Indians  went  off  with 
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e  British,  and  he  was  told  by  some  of  the  Ca- 
-dian  militia,  that  the  British  had  promised  the  ' 
dians  a  frolic  ihait  night,  at  Stony  Creek,  about 
IX  miles  from  the  river  Raisin. 
He  wa<  liberateii  after  the  line  of  march  was 
rraed  for  Maiden.  The  next  mornino;  he  was  in 
e  houses  where  the  wounded  were.  That  morn- 
,S  about  fifty  Indians  returned  ;  they  brought 
hiskey  with  them;  they  drank  some,  and  gave 
me  to  the  Indiana  there,  and  between  9  and  10 
_lock,  A.  M.,  commenced  killing  the  wounded. 
[Cn  set  fire  to  the  houses  the  wounded  were  in. 
,d  consumed  them.  He  was  at  his  father's,  on 
is  side  of  Detroit  river,  about  ^even  days  after 
e  action,  and  saw  across  the  river  the  prisoners 
arched  off  for  Niagara,  from  Maiden. 
He  saith  that  he  saw  taken  by  his  house,  by 
iptain  Elliott,  and  nine  Wyandot  Indians,  two 
f'-en  that  he  understood  had  been  sent  by  General 
^larrison  with  a  flag  to  the  British.  One  of  the 
I  en  (Mr.  Tessier)  he  knew,  the  other  he  did  not 
jl  :iow.  but  understood  he  was  a  doctor.  He  had 
•  tt  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  them,  but 
I  iderstood  from  an  inhabitant,  to  whom  Mr.  Tes- 
er  communicated  it,  that  they  stopped  for  the 
ghl  and  left  the  flag  hoisted  on  the  carryall ; 
,at  the  flag  was  taken  away  unknown  to  them, 
id  that  the  Indians  fired  on  them  ;  that  he,  Tes- 
jjr,  told  them  they  were  Frenchmen,  and  sur- 
[ndered,  upon  which  the  Indians  ceased  firing, 
id  took  them.  They  then  mentioned  they  were 
nt  with  a  flag.  The  Indians  said  they  were 
.rs.  and  took  them  off. 

Mr.  Tessier  was  set  at  liberty  at  the  river  Rai- 

,  and  remained  two  days  expecting  the  doctor 

return  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time,  Tessier  was 

nt  for  by  the  British,  and  taken  to  .Maiden.    He 

derslood   that  tl»e  doctor  was  sent  off  imrae- 

tely  to  Niagara;  the  doctor  was  wounded  in 

e  ankle.     He  understood  the  British  charged 

e  doctor   and  Tessier  with  being  spies.     And 

rther  he  saith  noL  M.  LABBADIE. 

Witness,  C.  Gratiot, 

Captain  of  Engineers ,  and  Interpreter. 

Sworn  to,  before  me.  this  11th  day  of  February, 
13.     Camp,  foot  of  tije  Miami  Rapids. 

C.  S.  TODD.  />/.v.  Judge  Ad. 

R.  OR  AH  A.M.  Aid- de-camp. 


Hi3  Majesty's  Smi'  San  Domingo, 

Chesapeake,  May  10,  1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Iter  of  the  Sth  instant,  respecting  a  man  named 
I'Neale.  taken  by  the  detachment  from  the 
uadron  under  the  orders  of  Rear  Admiral  Cock- 
lun.  This  man  has  been  released  upon  the  ap- 
ication  of  the  magistrates  of  Havre  de  Grace, 
I  parole. 

I  was  not  iaformed  of  this  man  being  an  Irish- 
an,  or  he  would  certainly  have  been  detained 
account  to  his  sovereign  and  country  for  being 
arms  against  thy  British  colors.     I  have.  (tc. 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 
Brigadier  General  Miller, 

Comm'g  the  L'.  S.  forces,  (f  c,  Baltimore. 


NiCHOLASviLLE;  Ky..  April  2i.  1813. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  me 
to  give  you  a  statement  respecting  the  late  disas- 
ter at  Frenchtown,  was  duly  received.  Rest  as- 
sured, sir,  that  it  is  with  .sensations  the  most  un- 
pleasant that  I  undertake  to  recount  the  infamous 
and  barbarous  conduct  of  the  British  and  Indians 
after  the  battle  of  the  22d  January.  The  blood 
runs  cold  in  my  veins  when  I  think  of  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d.  shortly  after  light, 
six  or  eight  Indians  came  to  (he  house  of  Jean 
Baptiste  Jereaume.  where  I  was,  in  company 
with  Major  Graves,  Captains  Hart  and  Hickman, 
Doctor  Todd. and  fifteen  or  twenty  private  volun- 
teers, belonging  Jo  different  corps.  They  did  not 
molest  any  person  or  thing  on  their  first  approach, 
but  kept  sauntering  about  until  there  were  a  large 
number  collected,  (say  one  or  two  hundred.)  at 
which  time  they  commenced  plundering  the 
houses  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  massacre  of 
the  wounded  prisoners.  I  was  one  among  the 
first  that  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  taken  to  a 
horse  about  twenty  paces  from  the  house,  after 
being  divested  of  a  part  of  my  clothing,  and  com- 
manded by  signs  there  to  remain  for  further  or- 
ders. Shortly  after  being  there.  I  saw  them  knock 
down  Captain  Hickman  at  the  door,  togetherwith 
several  others  with  whom  I  was  not  acquainted. 
Supposing  a  general  massacre  had  commenced,  1 
made  an  effort  to  get  to  a  house  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  distant,  which  contained  a  number 
of  wounded,  but,  on  reaching  the  house,  to  my 
groat  mortification,  found  it  surrounded  by  In- 
dians, which  precluded  the  possibility  of  my  giv- 
ing notice  to  the  unfortunate  victims  of  savage 
barbarity.  An  Indian  chief  of  the  Tawa  tribe, 
by  the  name  of  McCarty.  gave  me  possesion  of 
his  horse  and  blanket,  telling  me,  by  signs,  to  lead 
the  horse  to  the  house  which  I  had  just  before 
left.  The  Indian  that  first  took  me,  by  this  time 
came  up  and  manifested  a  hostile  disposition  to- 
wards me,  by  raising  his  tomahawk  as  if  to  give 
the  fatal  blow,  which  was  prevented  by  my  very 
good  friend  McCarty.  On  my  reaching  the  house 
which  I  had  first  started  from,  I  saw  the  Indians 
take  off  several  prisoners,  which  I  afterwards  saw 
in  the  road  in  a  most  mangled  condition,  and  en- 
tirely stripped  of  their  clothing. 

Messrs.  Bradford,  Searls,  Turner,  and  BIylhe. 
were  collected  around  a  carryall,  which  contained 
articles  taken  by  the  Indians  from  the  citizens. 
We  had  all  been  placed  there,  by  our  respective 
captors,  except  BIy  the,  who  came  where  we  were, 
entreating  an  Indian  to  convey  him  to  Maiden, 
promising  to  give  him  forty  or  fifty  dollars,  and 
whilst  in  the  act  of  pleading  for  mercy,  an  Indian, 
more  savage  than  the  other,  stepped  up  behind, 
tomahawked,  stripped,  and  scalped  him.  The 
next  that  attracted  my  attention,  was  the  houses 
on  fire  that  contained  several  wounded,  whom  I 
knew  were  not  able  to  get  out.  After  tlie  houj-es 
were  nearly  consumed,  we  received  marching  or- 
ders, and  after  arriving  at  Sandy  Creek,  the  In- 
dians called  a  halt,  and  commenced  cooking ; 
after  preparing  and  eating  a  little  sweetened  gruel 
Messrs.  Bradford,  Searls,  Turner,  and  myself,  re 
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ceived  some,  and  were  eating,  when  an  Indian 
came  up  and  proposed  exchanging  hi<  moccasins 
for  Mr.  Searls'  shoes,  which  he  readily  complied 
with.  They  then  exchanged  hats,  after  which 
the  Indian  inquired  how  many  men  Harrison  had 
with  him.  and,  at  the  same  time,  calling  Searls  a 
Washington  or  Madison,  then  raised  his  toma- 
hawk and  struck  him  on  the  shoulder,  which  cut 
into  the  cavity  of  the  body.  Searls  then  caught 
hold  of  the  tomahawk  and  appeared  to  resi-t,  and 
upon  my  telling  him  that  his  fate  was  inevitable, 
he  closed  his  eyes  and  received  the  savage  blow 
which  terminated  his  existence.  I  was  near 
enough  to  him  to  receive  the  brains  and  blood, 
after  the  fatal  blow,  on  ray  blanket.  A  short 
time  after  the  death  of  Searls.  I  saw  three  others 
share  a  similar  faie.  We  then  set  out  for  Browns- 
town,  which  place  we  reached  about  twelve  or 
one  o'clock  at  night.  After  being  exposed  to 
several  hours  incessant  rain  in  reaching  that 
place,  we  were  put  into  the  council  house,  the 
floor  of  which  was  partly  covered  with  water,  at 
which  place  we  remained  until  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  we  again  received  marching  orders  for 
their  village  on  the  river  Rouge,  which  place  we 
made  that  day,  where  I  was  kept  six  days,  then 
taken  to  Detroit  and  sold.  For  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  proceedings,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
referring  you  to  a  publication  which  appeared  in 
the  public  prints,  signed  by  Ensign  J.  L.  Baker, 
and  to  the  publication  of  Judge  Woodward,  both 
of  which  I  have  particularly  examined,  and  find 
them  to  be  literally  correct,  so  far  as  came  under 
mv  notice. 

I  am,  sir,  with  due  regard,  your  fellow-citizen, 
GUSTAVUS  M.  BOWER. 
Surgeon's  Matt  5th  Keg.  Kentucky  Vol. 

Jesse  Bledsoe,  Esq.,  Lexington. 

Jessamine  Cocnty,  to  wit: 

This  day  Gustavus  M.  Bower  personally  came 
before  me,  John  Melcalf  one  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  said 
county,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  assertions 
before  stated  by  the  said  Bower.  Given  under 
my  hand  this  24th  day  of  April.  1813. 

JOHN  METCALF. 


Lexington,  May  2,  1813. 
Sir:  I  received  your  letter  sometime  since,  rela- 
tive to  the  disastrous  affair  of  Frenchtown,  of  22d 
and  23d  January  last.  For  the  particulars  of  the 
action,  and  the  terms  of  capitulation.  I  refer  you 
to  the  official  report  of  General  Winchester, 
which  is  correct  as  far  as  came  within  my  know- 
ledge. After  the  capitulation,  I  was  introduced 
to  Colonel  Proctor,  the  commander  of  the  British 
forces  and  Indians,  as  one  of  the  surviving  sur- 
geons, and  by  him  was  requested  to  attend  to  our 
wounded  who  were  left  on  the  ground  where  the 
action  was  fought.  I  willingly  acquiesced,  and 
Doctor  Bowers,  my  mate,  remained  with  me:  at 
the  same  time  I  informed  Colonel  Proctor  of  my 
apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  wounded  and 
the  surgeons;  he  replied,  "be  under  no  appre- 


hensions, you  will  be  perfectly  safe,  1  will  place 
you  under  ihe  special  care  of  the  chiefs  until 
morning,  and  very  early  I  will  send  conveyances 
for  the  wounded  and  yourself  to  Amherstburg." 
Shortly  after,  I  was  requested  to  ascertain  the 
number  and  rank  of  the  wounded,  and  in  so  do- 
ing was  assisted  by  a  British  officer,  (whose  name 
I  did  not  know,)  to  whom  I  likewise  communi- 
cated my  apprehensions  of  safety  ;  he  manifested 
some  irritation  at  my  doubts  of  I3riti^h  honor  and 
magnanimity,  and  assured  me  protection  would 
be  afforded  me.  While  engaged  in  this  business, 
one  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  wounded  was 
crowded  with  the  Indians  who  were  peaceable, 
but  one  of  them,  who  could  speak  English,  ad- 
monished the  British  oflBcer  of  the  propriety  of 
stationing  interpreters  in  the  hou.ses.  Upon  my 
return  from  this  business  to  the  room  I  occupiedf, 
and  which  was  set  apart  for  the  wounded  officers, 
I  iDet,  and  was  made  acquainted  with,  Captain 
Elliott,  at  present  a  British  officer,  who  had 
visited  Captain  Hart,  then  wounded.  Captain 
Hart  was  solicitous  to  be  removed  that  evening, 
and  Captain  Elliott  replied,  if  it  was  possible 
(and  every  exertion  should  be  made)  he  should, 
and  if  it  could  not  be  effected  that  evening,  early 
in  the  morning  he  would  call  for  him  in  his  own 
train  (sleigh)  and  convey  him  to  his  own  house 
in  Amherstburg,  where  he  should  remain  until 
recovered,  assuring  him  repeatedly  no  danger 
was  to  be  apprehended,  and,  if  possible,  he  would 
remain  with  him  that  night. 

In  the  afternoon  Captain  Elliott  and  every  Brit- 
ish officer  left  the  encampment,  leaving  behind 
three  interpreters.  From  the  repeated  assurances 
my  apprehensions  were  quieted;  for  who  could 
doubt  ?  About  one  hour  before  daylight  (for  my 
duties  required  my  attention  nearly  all  the  night) 
the  interpreters  suddenly  disappeared.  About  an 
hour  after  daylight  the  Indians  beo;an  to  collect 
in  the  town,  and  commenced  plundering  the 
houses  in  which  the  wounded  were  placed,  and 
then  stripped  them  and  myself  of  our  clothing. 
At  this  time  the  room  I  had  occupied  was  so 
crowded  with  Indians,  and  Captain  Hart's  wound, 
already  painful,  being  injured  by  them,  I  convey- 
ed him  to  an  adjoining  house  which  had  been 
plundered  and  was  empty,  where  I  met  the  In- 
dian, (who,  on  the  preceding  day,  had  requested 
that  interpreters  should  be  left,)  and  he  knew  my 
rank.  He  inquired  why  the  surgeons  were  left, 
and  why  the  wounded  were  left?  I  replied,  it 
was  the  wish  of  Colonel  Proctor  we  should  re- 
main until  he  could  send  fur  us;  and  Captain 
Hart  informed  him  Captain  Elliott  was  a  friend 
of  his,  and  was  to  call  for  mm  that  morning.  He 
shook  his  head  significantly,  and  replied  they 
were  damned  rascals,  or  we  would  have  been 
taken  off  the  preceding  day.  The  Indian  inform- 
ed me  every  individual  would  be  killed,  and  re- 
quested me  to  be  quiet,  for  the  chiefs  were  then 
m  council,  and  ''  may  be"  only  the  wounded 
would  be  killed.  Captain  Hart  offered  him  $100 
to  take  him  to  Maiden.  He  replied,  you  are  too 
badly  wounded.  While  we  were  conversing,  one 
of  the  wounded   was  tomahawked  at  our  feet. 
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horily  after  the  Indian  returned  and  told  me  I 
as  a  prisoner,  anj  must  go.     I  was  taken  by  the 
diaa  to  the  house  I  had  left,  and  there  discover- 
that  Capt;iin  Hickman  and  two  others  had,  in 
y  absence,  been  tomahawked,  scalped,  and  strip- 
ed.   I  was  ti'ed  and  taken  by  this  Indian  towards 
'  falden  about  four  miles,  when  I  came  to  theen- 
mttnpment  of  the  British  wounded,  and  met  with 
Maptain  Elliott  and  the  surgeon  of  the  tlst  regi- 
Seot.     Captain    Elliott  imrijediately  recognised 
Te.  and  inquired  the  cause  of  my  situation.     I 
^formed  hinri  what  had  taken  place,  and  requesl- 
,1   him   to  send    back   immediately ;    that  some 
'ho  were  badly  wounded  might  still  be  alive,  and 
luld  be  saved,  and  particularly  named  Captain 
tart,  for  whom  he  manifested  much  friendship, 
;aptain  EUioit  replied,  it  is  now  too  late;  you 
say  rest  assured  that  those  who  are  once  taken 
i'    the   Indian?;  are   safe,   and    will   be   taken  to 
alden.  and  those  who  are  badly  wounded  are 
lied   '^re  ibii     I  replied,  many  are  unable  to 
alk.  and   som^  uill   be  killed  after  making  an 
ytbrt,  and  walking  several  miles,  who  might  be 
■  ,.ved.     To  which  he  replied,  charity  begins  at 
me  ;  my  own  wounded  are  to  be  conveyed  first, 
d  if  any  sleighs  remain  they  shall  be  sent  back 
r  your  wounded.     My  anxiety  to  get  some  per- 
n  to  return,  in  hopes  of  saving  some  of  the 
jisoners,  induced  me  at  length  to  make  an  ap- 
c'al  to  their  avarice.     The  surgical  instruments 
f  the  detachment  were  left  in  the  room  I  occu- 
^ed,  and  I  informed  the  surgeon  of  their  value 
^,id   importance  at   that   time;    he   immediately 
■.•spatched  an  interpreter  for  them,  who  returned 
Kith   the    information  that  they  were  destroyed 
^)  the  burning  of  the  house,  and  gave  additional 
ionfirmation  of  the  massacre  of  the  wounded.     I 
'  as  released  from  the  Indians  by  Captain  Elliott 
id  the  surgeon.     At  this  time  my  brother,  who 


i' 


i. 

ion  of  the  Indian^ 
Sards  Maiden.      I 


as  wounded,  and  several  others,  were  in  posses- 
who   were  taking  them  lo- 
I   requested   their   release,  and 
/jrmission  for  them   to  accompany  me  on  foot 
der  British  proK-ction.      Captain   Elliott  told 
le  it  was  impo'ssitle.  and  to  be  under  no  fears, 
ey  were  sale;  for  he  knew  the  fidelity  of  the 
dians  with  whoni  they  were.     When  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  massacre  was  by  me  communicated 
rf>  Captain  Elliott  and  the  surgeon,  they  appeared 
JLuch  exasperated, and  declared  it  was  impossible 
5  restrain  the  savages.     The  cause  he  then  as- 
'gned  to  me  was,  that  when  the  Indians  discov- 
ed  their  loss  in  kjlled  and  wounded,  and  that  of 
e  British,  t'.iey  started  off  towards  our  wound- 
I.  declaring  they  would  have  satisfaction,  and, 
*re  continued,  I  was  fearful  of  the  event.     During 
«ie  plunder  and  the  massacre  our  wounded  con- 
ducted  themselves   with   the   utmost  composure 
pd  resignation,  artd  rtiade  no  resistance,  which 
iiey  knew   \7ould>  be  fruitless,  and  destruction 
V  all.  I 

It  was  asserted  by  Colonel  Proctor,  in  a  con- 
ersation  at  Amhfrstburg.  that  the  Indians  had 
01  some  wl»i>key  in  the  house  where  we  were 
rationed,  and  Jiadibecome  intoxicated.  That  the 
ndians  may  have  had  some  whiskey  1  shall  not 


I  deny  ;  but  I  think  I  can  safely  say,  that  they  did 
j  not  procure  it  there,  and  that  was  not  the  cause 
of  the  massacre;  for,  on  the  preceding  days,  and 
I  subsequent  to  the  action  of  the  18th.  I  wanted 
'  some  spirits,  and  made  application  to  the  house- 
j  keeper,  who  assured  me  there  was  none  about  the 
house,  for  it  was  all  consumed  by  the  British  and 
i  Indians,  who  had  quartered  in  the  house  prior  to 
j  the  action  of  the  18th  ;  besides,  the  Indians  show- 
<  ed  no  manifestation  of  drunkenne.ss ;  their  delib- 
:  erate  pilfering,  and  their  orderly  conduct  ihrougb- 
j  out,  was  not  such  as  would   be  expected  from 

drunken  Indians. 
I  Upon  my  arrival  at  Maiden.  I  was  again  soU- 
I  cited  to  take  charge  of  the  wounded  ;  the  surgery 
was  opened  to  me.  and  I  had  the  use  of  the  med- 
icines and  dressings  necessary,  and  they  had  as 
!  comfortable  rooms  as  could  be  procured.  During 
our  stay  in  Maiden  some  eight  or  ten  of  the 
wounded  were  brought  in  by  the  Indians;  several 
!  made  their  escape  who  were  doomed  to  massacre, 
'  and  found  protection  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Territory,  who  brought  them  into  Maiden  ;  and 
several  made  their  escape,  wandered  in,  and  de- 
livered themselves  up  at  the  fort.  Prior  to  our 
leaving  Maiden  one  poor  fellow  was  brought  in 
scalped  alive  by  the  Indians,  and  delivered  up  to 
the  British  ;  but  before  I  reached  him  death  put 
an  end  to  his  sufferiogs.  I  frequently,  and  on 
every  occasion,  urged  the  British  officers  to  exert 
themselves  and  procure  the  release  of  the  wound- 
ed from  the  Indians,  urging  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing their  wounds  dressed.  In  a  conversation  on 
this  subject  with  Captain  Elliott,  and  while  urg- 
ing it,  he  replied,  the  Indians  are  excellent  sur- 
geons. The  prisoners  were  all  marched  off  to 
Sandwich,  after  remaining;  a  few  days  at  Mai- 
den, and  1  was  called  upon  to  know  how  many 
from  their  wounds  were  unable  to  march,  who 
had  sleighs  furnished  them,  which  was  the  case 
during  the  march  tu  Fort  George.  Before  I  con- 
clude, I  must  say.  that  the  terms  of  capitulation 
were  violated  in  every  particular  by  the  enemy. 
The  wounded  were  not  protected ;  private  prop- 
erty was  not  held  sacred;  and  our  side  arms  were 
not  restored.  With  a  few  exceptions,  1  was  treated 
respectfully  by  the  British  officers,  save  the  abuse 
which  was  lavished  on  my  Government,  and  that 
was  by  no  means  sparingly  bestowed. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  dec. 

JOHN  TODD.  M.  D., 
Late  surg.  bth  regU  Kentucky  roL  militia. 
Hon.  Jesse  Bledsoe. 

The  C0M.MONWEALTH  OF  Kentucky, 

Fayette  County,  ss: 
This  day  Doctor  John  Todd  came  before  me, 
John  H.  Morton,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  said 
county,  and  made  oath,  that  the  tacts  stated  in  the 
foregoing  letter  are  substantially  true,  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge.  JOHN  H.  MORTON. 


State  of  Kentlckv. 

Pendleton  County,  in  tuicn  of  Falmouth  : 

On  the  21st  day  of  April.  1813,  I.  John  Daw- 
son, an  orderly  sergeant  in  Captain  Glave's  com- 
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pany  of  the  first  regiment  Kentucky  volunteer' 
militia,  being  detailed  off.  and  attached  to  Cap-  i 
tain  Wriel  Seabrees'  company,  and  was  in  the 
battle  of  the  18th  of  January,  and  did  not  receive  i 
a  wound,  but  on  the  22d,  about  9  o'clock,  received 
a  sbot  under  the  right  arm,  which  lodged  between 
the  ribs.     After  the  capitulation   of  our   troops,  | 
there  came  a  paymaster  of  the  British  army  in  1 
the   house  where   I  was,  to   take  the  number  of 
wounded  that  was  in  the  house.     I  asked,  what  I 
was  to  be  done  with  us  ?  he  replied,  "  don't  make  | 
yourself  uneasy  about  that,  you  shall  be  protected 
this  night  by  a  strong  guard  which  shall  be  left 
with  you."     But,  to  my  sad  misfortune,  I  found 
there  were  but  three  interpreters  left,  and  in  the  ' 
night  an  officer  took  two  of  them  away,  and  in 
the  morning  the  other  one  said  he  could  not  talk 
Indian.     So  when  the  Indians  came  in  the  morn- 
ing they  broke  open  the  doors  of  the  houses,  be- 
gan to  tomahawk,  scalp,  and  plunder,  then  set  fire 
to  the  houses  which  contained  the  prisoners  ;  with 
this  I  got  up,  put  on   my  great  coat,  put  up  my 
knapsack,  and  went  out  of  doors.     I  had  not  been 
out  more  than  one  minute  before  an  Indian  came 
up  to  me  and   took  the  coat  off  my  back;  also 
another  Indian  told  me   to  put  my  knapsack  in 
his  sled.    At  this  time  Major  Graves  and  Captain 
Hart  were  out  iu  the  yard.    I  heard  Captain  Hart 
make  a  bargain   with  an  Indian   to  take  him  to 
Maiden,  which  the  Indian  agreed  so  to  do,  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.    I  saw  the  Indian 
put  a  pair  of  socks  on  Hart,  and  put   him  on  a 
horse;  this  was  the  last  I  saw  of  Hart.     I  then 
saw  a  man  riding,  whom  I  thought  was  a  British 
officer.     I  made  up  to  him,  but  I'ound  that  he  was 
an  Indian  who  wasaid-de-camp  to  General  Round- 
head ;  he  had  with  him,  when  1  came  up.  twelve 
men.     I-t   was  at   the   mouth  of  a  lane  where  I 
overtook   him,   where    there    were    two   Indians 
scalping  two  men  ;  he  hallooed  to  them  to  give 
way  ;  they  did  so.     After  this  we  went  on  ;  and 
on  Sandy  Creek,  about  three  miles  from  the  bat- 
tle ground.    I  saw  Major   Graves   in   an    Indian 
sleigh  ;  this  is  the  last  account  of  him  that  I  could 
ascertain.     We  went  on  that  night  to  Browns- 
town,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  24th  a  man  gave 
out  walking,  with  the  rheumatic  pains,  who  was 
by  the  name  of  Downey.     The  Indians  toma- 
hawked him.  and  then  stripped  him.     We  then 
marched  on  above  Detroit,  on  the  river  Rouge. 
I  staid  with  them  seven  days.     They  then  took 
me   into  Detroit,  (leaving  a  young  man  in  the 
camp  by  the  name  of  John  Davenport,)  and  sold 
me  to  Major  Muir,  who  commands  Fort  Detroit. 
I  tnen  was  sent  over  to  Sandwich  ;  there  I  stayed 
until  the  8th  of  February;  they  marched  me  to 
Fort  George,  and me  on  the  19th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1813.     The  above  is  a  true  statement,  as  far 
as  I  saw,  though  1  saw  numbers  massacred  that  I 
did  not  know. 

During  ray  confinement  with  the  Indians, 
whilst  at  their  camps,  they  showed  more  human- 
ity than  the  British. 

Given  under  ray  hand,  this  21st  day  of  April. 
1813. 

JOHN  DAWSON. 


Pendleton  Cocntv.  ss: 

I.  William  Mountjoy,  one  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify,  th«t 
the  foregoing  certificate  of  John  Dawson  was 
written,  subscribed,  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  21st  day  of  April, 
1813. 

WILLIAM  MOUNTJOY. 


State  of  Kentucky, 

Pendleton  County,  in  tovn  of  Falmouth  : 

On  the  21st  day  of  April,  1813,  I,  Thomas  Pol- 
lard, a  private  of  Captain  Glave's  company,  of 
the  first  regiment  of  Kentucky  volunteer  militia. 
was  in  battles,  fought  with  the  British  and  Indian 
army  on  the  18th  and  22d  of  January  last,  at  the 
River  Raisin,  and  after  the  surrender  of  our  army 
as  prisoners  of  war  on  the  22d.  upon  the  assuran- 
ces of  the  British  officers,  promising  protection  to 
my  wounded  fellow-soldiers,  and  that  they  would 
send  carryalls  for  them  the  next  day.  Although 
I  had  received  no  injury  in  either  of  the  actions 
fought  on  the  18th  and  22d,  I  voluntarily  stayed  to 
assist  and  comfort  my  messmates,  John  Dawson. 
Albert  Ammerman,  and  Jesse  Green,  all  of  whom 
had  received  wounds  by  balls. 

I  have  first  examined  the  statement  made  and 
sworn  to  by  John  Dawson,  hereto  annexed,  and 
witnessed  every  circumstance  therein  stated  to  be 
truly  staled,  wiihm  ray  own  knowledge.  The  In- 
dian who  bargained  with  Captain  Hart  to  take 
him  to  Fort  Maiden  for  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
took  charge  of  him.  put  him  on  a  horse  and  start- 
ed on  his  way,  spoke  good  enough  the  English 
tongue  for  us  to  understand  the  contract. 

THOMAS  POLLARD. 

Pendleton  Codnty.  «.• 

I,  William  Mountjoy,  one  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Slate  of 
Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify,  that 
the  foregoing  certificate  of  Thomas  Pollard  was 
subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

WM.  MOUNTJOY. 


State  of  Kentucky, 

Pendleton  County,  in  tovm  of  Falmouth  .- 

On  the  21st  day  of  April,  1813.  I,  Albert  Am- 
merman, a  private  of  Captain  Glave's  company, 
of  the  first  regiment  of  Kentucky  volunteer  mili- 
tia, being  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  18th  Jan- 
uary last,  at  the  River  Raisin,  by  a  ball  m  the 
flesh  of  the  thigh;  and  from  the  window  of  the 
house  which  was  appropriated  for  au  hospital, 
was  a  witness  to  the  battle  of  the  22d  of  the  same 
month.  And  after  the  surrender,  I  being  but 
slightly  wounded,  proposed  marching  with  the 
rest  of  the  prisoners,  and  was  prevented  by  the 
order  of  a  British  officer,  who  said  that  a  guard 
would  be  left  to  take  care  of  the  wounded,  and 
carryalls  would  be  sent  for  them  to  ride  into  Mai- 
den on  the  next  morning.  But  to  my  astonish- 
ment no  guard  was  left,  and.  about  sunrise  on  the 
morning  of  the  23d,  a  party  of  Indians  returned 
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0  the  hospital,  anj  the  first  Indian  that  came  to 
he  room  I  w;^s  lotiged  in  could  speak  the  English 
„n<Tua<'e.    H.  wa?  asked  by  one  of  the  wounded, 

Ikvhat  \vas  to  ik  doiie  with  the  wounded.     He  re- 
plied they  wt^/e  all  to  be  killed   that  could  not 
Xvalk;  and  sli(^rily  after  a  general  massacre  com- 
Ijnenced.     I  instantly  put  on  ray  knapsack  and 
Vent   out  of  the   houi.e ;  ray   knap'sack   was  de- 
anded  by  anj  Indian  at  the  door,  to  whom  I  gave 
r.    He  conducted  roe  to  a  lo?  some  little  distance 
om  the  houfe.  o^i  which   I  sat  down,  where  I 
itnessed   the^  butchery  of  many  of  my  fellow- 
itizens,  suffeiiers  by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping 
nife,  and.  to  f'nish  the  scene,  set  fire  to  the  houses 
Occupied   by   she   f?ounded   prisoners;    many    of 
{hem,  struggling  iri  the  arras  of  death,  put  their 
jeads  out  of  Jthe  windows  whilst  enveloped  in 
oke  and  iiatnes.     After  this  bloody  work  was 
nished,  I  was  marched  off  in   the  direction  to- 
ards   Brownlstown,   by  an    Indian,   and    when 
t>out  half  a  raile  fjom  Frenchtown  on  our  way, 
i'as  overtakeii  by  ilwo  Indians  who  had  Captain 
tart  in  custody,  riiounted  on  a  horse.     As  they 
pproached   njarly;  to  us.    I   noticed   they  were 
peaking  loudi  an(^  animated   as  if  in  a  quarrel, 
ut,  not  understanding  their  language,  did   not 
ndersiand  wliat  pnssed  between  them,  but  think 

1  was  probablv  that  the  quarrel  was  occasioned 
►•specting  ontf  hundred  dollars  which  I  under- 
kood  Captain  iiart  had  given  to  one  of  the  In- 
,ians  aforesaid  to  convey  him  to  Fort  Maiden. 

he  quarrel  :|ppeared  to  grow  very    warm,    so 
'uch  so,  that  (he  bidians  took  aim  at  each  other 
-,/ilh  their  gunjs;  and,  as  if  to  settle  the  dispute. 

J[  appeared  to  iue  as  if  they  had  mutually  agreed 
;>  kill  Ca|)taiD  Hart,  and  plunder  him  of  the  rest 
his  money  and  effects,  which  they  did,  by  lak- 
g  him  off  his  horse,  then  knocked  him  down 
ith  a  war  club,  scalped  and  tomahawked  bira, 
d  stripped  him  naked,  leaving  his  body  on  the 
ound.  I  was  gratified  in  observing  that,  dur- 
g  this  scene  of  trial.  Captain  Hart  refrained 
v5om  supplication  *r  entreaty,  but  appeared  per- 
'..'Ctly  calm  and  collected.  He  met  his  fate  with 
lat  tirmness  whic^i  was  his  particular  character- 
tic.  No  other  prisoner  of  our  army  of  the  United 
tates  was  preserit  to  witness  this  melancholy 
.:ene — the  death  of  Captain  Hart,  During  my 
iptivity  with  the  Indians,  five  days  only.  I  was 
eated  with  more  hospitality  than  1  had  any  rea- 
'm  to  expect;  much  more  so  than  I  experienced 
om  the  Bruish.  after  I  was  ransomed  at  Detroit. 
f  Mr.  Benjamin  Ctiittenden,  who  will  ever  be 
jtitled  to  ray  utriiost  gratitude;  by  him  I  was 
umanely  treated.  »nd  also  by  some  of  the  French 
anadians. 

AE.BERT  +  AMMERMAM. 

mark. 

ENDLETON  CoCNTY,  8S  : 

I,  Williaia  Mounijoy,  one  of  the  Common- 
t/eakh's   Justicfs  of  the  Peace  for  the  State  of 

Leniucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify,  that 
Ihe  foregoing  certificate   of  Albert   Amraerman 

ras  subscril)e|J  and  sworn  to  before  me. 


Given  under  ray  hand,  this  21st  day  of  April. 
1813. 

WM.  MOUNTJOY. 


Lexington,  April  13,  1813. 

Sir:  You  request  of  me  a  statement  of  facts, 
within  my  own  knowledge,  concerning  the  mur- 
d*r  of  our  men  after  the  battle  and  surrender  at 
Frenchtown. 

I  was  one  of  those  who  was  taken  by  the  In- 
dians on  the  retreat,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
from  where  the  action  first  commenced.  Just 
before  we  were  taken,  with  the  assistance  of 
Lieutenant  Chinn,  belonging  to  the  militia,  I 
formed  between  fifteen  and  twenty  men.  1  then 
discovered  the  Indians  running  upon  us  on  each 
side  and  in  front,  about  sixty  in  number,  with 
their  arms  at  a  trail.  I  discovered  there  was  no 
chance  to  repel  them.  I  ordered  the  men  to 
ground  their  arras,  which  was  done;  the  In- 
dians then  came  up  and  secured  the  armn  of  our 
men,  and  shot  them,  including  the  Lieutenant 
before  mentioned.  I  was  the  only  one  saved.  I 
was  taken  and  delivered  up  to  Captain  Elliott,  a 
British  officer. 

As  to  the  murder  of  the  wounded.  I  know 
nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

A.GARRETT. 

Hon.  Jesse  Bledsoe. 

Fayette  Cointy,  89. ■ 

This  day,  Lieutenant  Ashton  Garrett,  of  the 
17th  regiment  United  Stales'  infantry,  came  be- 
fore me,  and  made  oath,  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ment is  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Given  under  mv  hand,  this  13th  day  of  April. 
1813.  JOHN  H.  MORTON.V.  P. 


State  of  Kentucky, 

Fayette  County,  s^: 
Personally  appeared  before  rae,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Charles  Bradford, 
an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Lexington,  Slate  of 
Kentucky,  Avho.  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  was  in 
the  actions  at  the  river  Raisin,  on  the  ISth  and 
22d  January  last;  that  he  was  wounded  in  the 
right  hip,  and  remained  at  Frenchtown  after  the 
capitulation  ;  that,  on  the  22d,  before  the  prisoners 
(who  were  able  to  walk)  were  marched  for  Mai- 
den, he  saw  Captain  William  Elliott,  with  whom 
he  had  been  formerly  acquainted,  and  of  whom 
he  inquired,  personally,  what  would  be  done  with 
the  wounded  prisoners?  whether  they  would  be 
taken  to  Maiden  that  evening  with  the  other 
prisoners,  or  not  ?  He  said  they  would  not  be 
taken  to  Maiden  that  evening,  but  a  strong  guard 
would  be  left  to  protect  them  against  any  outrage 
the  Indians  might  be  disposed  to  commit.  Elliott 
had  a  similar  conversation  with  Major  Graves, 
Captains  Hart  and  Hickman,  and  Doctors  Todd 
and  Bowers,  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent. 
He,  Elliott,  further  stated  that  sleighs  would  be 
sent  to  convey  the  wounded  to  Maiden  the  next 
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morning.  This  deponent  further  says,  that  the  I 
British  marched  awav ;  no  guard  was  left  to  pro- 
tect the  wounded  ;  and  that  Captain  Elliott,  when 
asked  the  reason,  observed  that  some  interpreters 
were  left  whose  influence  among  the  Indians  was 
greater,  and  that  they  were  better  able  to  protect 
us  than  a  guard.  About  two  or  three  o^clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  23d  January,  this  deponent 
discovered  thai  the  interpreters  had  left  the  house 
in  which  he  was,  and  he  never  saw  them  after- 
wards;  that  between  day-light  and  sun  rise,  on 
the  23d,  he  saw  a  large  number  ot  Indians  come 
to  the  house;  they  burst  open  the  door,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  commenced  plundering  the  prisoners, 
and  tomahawking  those  who  were  unable  to 
walk.  This  deponent  left  the  house  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  went  into  the  yard,  where  a  number 
of  his  fellow-prisoners  had  assembled.  He  was 
there  claimed  as  a  prisoner  by  an  Indian,  who 
gave  him  some  articles  to  hold  whilst  he  plun- 
dered more.  At  this  time  he  was  standing  with 
Doctor  Bowers,  and  James  E.  Blythe,  when  an 
Indian,  without  any  provocation,  tomahawked 
Blythe,  and  scalped  him.  Shortly  after,  they  (the 
Indians)  set  fire  to  the  houses  in  which  the  wound- 
ed had  been  quartered,  and  burnt  thern  down, 
with  the  bodies  of  those  whom  they  had  mur- 
dered. This  deponent  was  then  taken  by  the 
Indians,  in  company  with  Doctor  Bowers.  Charles 
Searls.  Julius  Turner,  and  several  others,  to  Sandy 
Creek ;  that  on  the  way  he  saw  a  number  of  the 
prisoners  who  had  been  tomahawked  ;  that,  whilst 
at  Sandy  Creek,  they  murdered  Charles  Searls, 
Thomas  S.  Crow,  and  three  or  four  others.  That 
this  deponent  was  then  packed  with  forty  nr  fifty 
pounds  weight,  and  taken  to  the  river  Rouge, 
where  the  Indians  had  encamped  ;  that,  whilst  he 
was  there,  he  inquired  of  an  Indian  whether  he 
would  take  him  to  Maiden,  as  he  wished  to  be 
given  to  Captain  Elliott.  The  Indian  said,  if 
Captain  Elliott  told  him  to  do  so  he  would,  as 
they  always  did  as  he  requested  them.  This  de- 
ponent was  six  days  with  the  Indians  before  they 
took  him  to  Detroit,  where  he  was  purchased  by 
Stephen  Mack  and  Oliver  W.  Miller,  for  eighty 
dollars.  That  the  British  officer  commanding  at 
Detroit  (Major  Muir)  again  claimed  him  as  a 
British  prisoner,  notwithstanding  his  having  just 
been  ransomed  from  their  allies  (by  his  own 
countrymen)  and  sent  him  to  Sandwich,  where 
he  remained  until  the  9th  or  10th  February,  when 
he  was  sent  to  Fort  George,  and  there  paroled. 
This  deponent  states,  that,  while  a  prisoner  at 
Sandwich,  he  was  several  times  treated  insulting- 
ly by  the  British  officers,  and  by  one  John  Mc- 
Gregor;  that  the  citizens,  generally,  treated  the 
prisoners  with  kindness  and  attention  as  far  as 
was  in  their  power. 

This  being  the  first  opportunity  the  deponent 
has  had  of  expressing  his  gratitude  to  the  Ameri- 
can citizens  who  treated  the  prisoners  with  so 
much  friendship  and  humanity  at  Detroit,  cannot 
refrain  fiom  so  doing:  and.  as  Ion?  as  he  lives, 
the  name«  of  Messrs.  Mack.  Miller.  Smart,  Wood- 
ward. Williams,  McDonald.  Hunt,  .Mays.  dec. 
shall  never  be  forgotten.        C.  BRADFORD. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me.  this  29;h 
day  of  April,  1812. 

OLIVER  KIEN,/.  P. 


United  States'  Ship  Madison, 

Sa<:kett's  Harbor.  June  4,  1813. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  you,  by  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant  Dudley,  the  British  standard 
taken  at  York  on  the  27th  of  April  last,  accompa- 
nied by  the  mace  over  which  was  hung  a  hiinian 

fCcUp- 

These  articles  were  taken  from  the  Parliament 
1  House  by  one  of  my  oflicers,  and  presented  to  me. 
'  The  scalp  I  caused  to  be  presented  to  General 
:  Dearborn,  who  I  believe  still  has  it  in  his  posses- 
I  sion.  I  also  send,  by  the  same  gentleman,  one  of 
the  British  flags  taken  at  Fort  George  on  the  27th 
'  of  May. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  W.  JoNEd, 

Sea'Ctary  of  the  Savy,  Washington. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  filed  in  the  Navy 
Department,  July  22,  1813.  W.  JONES. 


No.  9. 

Outrages  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor  to  Admiral 
Warren,  dated 

Headquarters.  Norfolk.  June  29. 1813. 

'*  I  have  heard  with  grief  and  astonishment  of 
the  excesses,  both  to  property  and  persons,  com- 
mitted by  the  land  troops  who  took  possession  of 
Hampton.  The  respect  I  entertain  for  your  per- 
sonal character  leads  me  to  make  known  these 
excesses.  It  would  not  become  me  to  suggest 
what  course  of  inquiry  and  punishment  is  due  to 
the  honor  of  your  arms.  But  the  world  will  sup- 
pose those  acts  to  have  been  approved,  if  not  ex- 
cited, which  are  passed  over  with  impunity.  I 
do  not,  however,  deprecate  any  measures  you 
may  think  necessary  or  proper,  but  am  prepared 
for  any  species  of  warfare  which  you  may  be  dis- 
posed to  prosecute.  It  is  for  the  sake  of  humanity 
I  enter  this  protest. 

'•  We  are,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  merely  in 
the  noviciate  of  our  warfare.  The  character  it 
will  hereafter  assume,  whether  of  mildness  or 
ferocity,  will  materially  depend  on  the  first  opera- 
tions of  our  arms,  and  on  the  personal  character 
and  dispositions  of  the  respective  commanders. 

"For  myself.  I  assure  you  most  solemnly,  that 
I  neither  have  authorized,  nor  will  sanction,  any 
outrage  on  humanity  or  the  laws  of  civil  warfare. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  due,  no  less  to  my 
personal  honor  than  to  that  of  my  country,  to  re- 
press and  punish  every  excess.  I  hope  that  these 
sentiments  will  be  reciprocated.  It  will  depend 
on  you  whether  the  evils  inseparable  from  a  slate 
of  war  shall,  in  our  operations,  be  tempered  by 
the  mildness  of  civilized  life,  or,  under  your  au- 
thority, be  aggravated  by  all  the  fiend-like  pas- 
sions which  can  be  instilled  into  them. 
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H.  B.  M.  Ship  San  Domingo, 
Hampton  Roads,  June  29,  1813. 
Sir  :  I  havt-  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
tier  of  ibis  day,  staling  thai  you  had  communi- 
aled  to  your  Government  the  proposal  of  an  ex- 
^nange  of  prisoner*,  and,  also,  tliat  some  excesses 
ad  been  committed    by  the   troops   in   the   late 
fiair  at  Hatnpton.     I  have  communicated  to  my 
lend,  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith.  the  commander  of 
iis  Majesty's  forces  on  shore,  this  part  of  your 
:tter,  and  he  will  have  the  honor  of  writing  to 
ou  upon  the  points  to  which  it  alludes. 
I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  is  my  wish  to 
eviate  the  misfortunes  of  the  war  commenced 
•^inst  my  country,  by  every  means  in  my  power; 
the  sara*"  time,  1  am  prepared  to  meet  any  re- 
ikilt  that  may  ensue  between  the  two  nations. 

t*^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
ilhful  humble  servant, 
JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue.  ^c. 
Brigadier  General  Taylor. 
CommatidiHg  U.  iS.  forces  at  Hampton, 
z.  A  irue  copy. 
»  JAMES  MAURICE. 

Major,  Acting  A.  A.  G. 


H.  M. 


Ship  San  Domingo, 

June  29,  1813. 
Sib:  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren  having 
mraunicatt'd  to  me  the  contents  of  your  letter, 
lose  no  time  in  assuring  you  thai  your  wish 
HDnol  exceed  mine  to  carry  on  war  with  every 
lention  to  the  un.^ortunate  individuals  in  whose 
^mediate  vicinity  military  operations  may  take 
ace.  In  this  spirit  I  shall  vie  with  you  to  the 
'.most.  At  the  same  time,  I  ought  to  state  to 
pu  that  the  excesses  of  wlucb  you  complain  at 
lampion  were  occasioned  by  a  proceeding  of  so 
araordinary  a  nature,  that,  if  I  had  not  been  an 
;e-witness,  1  coulil  not  have  credited  it.  At  the 
[■cent  attempt  on  Craney  island,  the  troops  in  a 
irge  sunk  by  the  lire  of  your  guns,  clung  to  the 
reck  of  the  boat.  Several  Americans,  I  assure 
^u  most  solemnly,  waded  off  from  the  island, 
id,  in  the  presence  of  ail  engaged,  &red  upon 
id  shot  these  poor  fellows.  With  a  feeling 
tural  to  such  a  proceeding,  the  men  of  that 
rps  landed  at  Hampton. 

That  occurrences  of  that  kind  may  never  occur 
,ain,  and  that  tht  troops  of  each  nation  may  be 
iided  by  sentiments  oi  honor  and  humanity,  is 
e  earnest  wish  of,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
SIDNEY  BECKWITH, 

Quarter  Master  General. 

^  To  Brigadier  General  Taylor, 

i  Commanding  U.  S.  Troops.  Norfolk. 

^  A  true  copy. 

JAMES  MAURICE, 
Major.  Acting  A.  A.  G. 


HEADaLARTEE3.  NoRFOLK.  Juty   1,  1813. 

Sir:  It  affords  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to 
Jceive  your  assurance  that  you  wish  '"to  carry 


on  war  with  every  attention  to  the  unfortunate 
individuals  in  whose  immediate  vicinity  military 
operations  may  take  place."  Such  sentiments 
can  alone  give  splendor  to  courage,  and  confer 
honor  on  military  skill.  Worthless  is  the  laurel 
steeped  in  female  tears,  and  joyless  the  conquests 
which  have  inflicted  needless  woe  on  the  peace- 
ful and  unresisting.  The  frankness  with  which 
you  admit  the  excesses  at  Hampton  is  a  guaran- 
tee against  the  repetition. 

I  cannot  doubt,  sir,  your  conviction  that  the 
scene  described  by  you  at  Craney  island  was 
resUy  acted  ;  but,  the  very  reason  it  appeared  to 
you  incredible  and  inhuman,  it  should  have  been 
unauthorized.  Your  own  perception  of  propri- 
ety shall  decide,  if  facts  should  not  have  been  as- 
certained, and  redress  demanded,  before  retaliation 
was  resorted  to — a  retaliation,  too,  extravagant 
in  its  measure,  applying  not  to  ihe  perpetrators 
of  the  alleged  offence,  or  their  comrades,  but  to 
the  innocent  and  helpless.  I  have  reason  to  think 
that  you  are  mistaken  in  your  impressions  of  the 
conduct  ul  our  troops  at  Craney  island.  That 
they  waded  into  the  water  on  ihe  sinking  of  your 
boat  is  true  ;  but  I  learn  that  it  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  ihcir  conquest,  and  assisting  the 
perishing.  One  person  (perhaps  more)  was  shot, 
but  it  was  only  lor  a  continued  effort  to  escape, 
after  repealed  offers  of  safety  on  surrender:  such, 
at  least,  is  the  representation  made  to  me.  If, 
however,  your  yielding  troops  have  been  butch- 
ered, it  is  due  to  the  honor  of  our  arms  lo  disclaim 
and  punish  the  enormity.  The  fame  of  my  coun- 
try shall  never  be  tarnished  by  such  conduct  in 
the  Iroups  under  my  command.  I  have  to-day 
ordered  an  inquiry  into  the  facts,  by  a  board  of 
field  officers.  Proper  measures  shall  be  taken  to 
punish  whatsoever  of  impropriety  may  have  been 
committed.  1  flatter  myself  you  will  perceive  in 
these  measures  a  disposition  to  afford  no  cause  of 
reproach  in  any  future  conflict.  When  we  meet, 
let  us  combat  as  soldiers,  jealous  of  the  honor  of 
our  respective  countries,  anxious  to  surpass  each 
other  as  well  in  magnanimity  as  in  courage. 

Accept,  sir.  the  assurance  of  mv  consideralioa 
and  respect.  ROBT.  B.  TAYLOR, 

Jirig.  Gen.  Comm'g. 

Sir  Sidney  Beckwith, 

Quartermaster  General,  ^c. 

A  copy.       JOHN  MYERS,  Aid-de-Camp. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Brigadier  General  Taylor  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Norfolk,  July  2,  1813. 

I  enclose,  as  was  promised  yesterday,  copies  of 
the  letters  written  to  Admiral  Warren  and  Gen- 
eral Beckwith.  My  aid,  who  carried  them  down, 
yesterday,  brought  back  a  letter  from  Admiral 
Warren,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclo>ed.  and  has 
made  a  statement  of  what  occurred  in  his  confer- 
ence with  the  General. 

The  letter  of  the  Admiral,  though  polite,  is  cer- 
tainly not  responsive  lo  anything  winch  has  oc- 
curred, and  the  conversation  with  the  General, 
though  equally  civil,  is   obviously  designed  to 
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prevent  any  further  discussion  of  the  subject. 
From  the  report  of  prisoners  and  deserters,  there 
is  too  much  reason  to  believe  thai,  before  the  at- 
tack on  Craney  island,  the  cupidity  of  the  troops 
hud  been  exciled  by  a  promise  of  the  pillage  of 
Norfolk.  To  inflame  their  resentment,  after  their 
failure,  and  to  keep  alive  the  hope  of  plunder 
at  Norfolk,  there  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  our 
troops  have  unmeritedly  been  charged  with  mis- 
conduct at  Craney  island,  and  that  made  a  pre- 
text for  their  excesses  and  their  conduct  at  Hamp- 
ton. I  entertain  no  doubt  of  tlie  justification  of 
the  honor  and  magnanimity  of  our  men,  by  the 
reports  of  the  board  of  officers.  I  do  not  mean 
ihat  the  subject  shall  drop,  but  when  I  communi- 
cate the  report.  I  shall  leave  the  British  comman- 
der the  alternative,  either  of  adopting  similar 
measures  in  his  own  army,  or  remaining  under 
the  imputation  of  having  excited  their  troops  to 
commit  these  excesses.  Our  troops  are  highly 
inflamed. 


Notes  for  Captain  .Myer^  in  his  interview  with  Admi- 
ral Warren. 

A  defenceless  and  unresisting  town  has  been 
l^iven  up  to  indiscriminate  pillage,  though  civil- 
ized war  tolerates  this  only  as  to  fortified  places, 
carried  by  assault,  and  after  summons. 

Individuals  have  bfen  stripped  naked;  a  sick 
man  stabbed  twice  in  the  hospital ;  a  sick  man 
shot,  at  Pembroke,  in  his  bed,  and  in  the  arms  of 
his  wife,  long  after  the  defeat  of  the  troops;  his 
wife  also  shot  at.  and  wounded — a  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirby. 

Females  have  been  not  only  assaulted,  and  per- 
sonally abused  and  struck,  but  even  violated. 

If  occasion  offers,  notice  may  be  immediately 
made  of  the  information,  given  by  prisoners  and 
deserters,  of  the  promise  to  plunder  Norfolk. 

As  to  the  imputation  of  our  troops  at  Craney 
island,  if  Admiral  Warren  should  mention  it,  de- 
ny the  fact,  and  state  the  actual  conduct  of  our 
troops,  in  going  into  the  water  lo  assist  their  men. 
and  then  giving  them  refreshments  as  soon  as  they 
entered  the  fort.  Refer  to  the  conduct  of  all  our 
prisoners,  particularly  those  taken  from  the  boals 
of  the  Victorious. 

JOHN  MYERS, 
Captain  ojid  Aid-deCamp. 


Heauul AHTERd,  NoRFOLK,  July  2,  1813. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceeded, 
yesterday,  wiih  a  flag  of  truce,  to  Admiral  War- 
ren, in  Hampton  Roads,  to  whom  I  handed  both 
the  de!>patch  for  himself  and  that  for  Sir  Sidney 
Beckwith.  The  Admiral  received  me  wiih  civ- 
ility, and  with  many  acknowledgments  for  the 
terms  of  your  letter.  Sir  Sidney  was  on  shore 
at  Old  Point  Comfort.  Feeling  some  difficulty 
about  tUe  propriety  of  delaying  on  board  for  his 
arrival.  I  was  about  to  depart,  but  Admiral  War- 
ren expressed  a  wish  thai  I  would  remain,  saying 
that  he  would  desire,  no  doubt,  to  give  a  reply. 

Sir  Sidney  did  not  arrive  till  8  o'clock.     He 


expressed  great  respect  for  the  motives  that  had 
actuated  you,  sir.  in  the  measures  which  you 
were  pursuing.  They  were  more  than  he  de- 
sired. It  was  sufficient,  he  said,  if  your  own  mind 
was  satisfied.  He  expressed  regret  at  the  trouble 
you  had  taken,  and  much  deference  for  your  char- 
acter, with  a  res(;lution  to  vie  with  you  in  efforts 
to  confine  future  operations  within  the  bounds  of 
humanity,  and  the  usages  of  war.  He  said,  in 
allusion  to  the  pretended  conduct  of  our  men  at 
Craney  island,  that  it  proceeded  no  doubt  from  a 
few  of  the  more  disorderly.  I  denied  the  charge 
altogether,  as  I  had  done  in  ray  previous  inter- 
view, when  it  was  made  the  jusiification  of  their 
outrages  at  Hampton,  on  the  ground  of  retalia- 
tion. 

I  found  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  sire  to 
your  despatch  a  written  reply.  By  the  light  man- 
ner in  which  he  glanced  at  the  subject  of  your 
investigation.  I  could  perceive  that  it  was  pressed 
further  than  was  desirable  to  him.  It  was  my 
wish,  however,  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  the 
probability  of  a  like  course  of  inquiry  on  his  part, 
and  I  enumerated  the  catalogue  of  ab'ises  and 
violence  at  Hampton.  I  mentioned  ihf  pillage 
of  the  town,  am^  the  wanton  destruction  of  med- 
icine; that  individuals  had  been  stripped  naked  ; 
a  sick  man  slabbed  twice,  who  was  in  the  hospi- 
tal ;  a  sick  man  siiot  in  his  bed,  at  Pembroke,  and 
in  the  arms  of  his  wife,  who  was  also  shot  at.  and 
wounded,  long  after  the  defeat  of  the  troops — a 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby  ;  and  finally,  the  assault  on 
females,  their  being  struck,  and  personally  abused, 
and  even  violated. 

At  the  mention  of  the  murder  of  Kirby.  and 
the  wound  given  lo  his  wife.  Sir  Sidney  distinctly 
admitted  it ;  the  others  he  appeared  not  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  particulars  of,  and  expressed 
some  concern  at  it.  He  said  that  he  had,  how- 
ever, on  coming  lo  a  knowledge  of  their  conduct, 
immediately  ordered  theembarkalion  of  the  troops 
that  were  concerned,  wilh  a  determination  that 
ihey  should  not  ag:un  land  ;  and  that,  while  he 
was  unable  to  control  a  past  event,  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  recurrenceshould  rest  on  himself;  that 
the  troopf  under  his  command  were  strangers  to 
him,  on  his  arrival  here,  and  appealing  to  ray 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  war  in  Spain,  in 
which  these  men  (meaning  the  French  corps)  he 
said  had  been  trained,  told  me  they  could  not  be 
restrained. 

Thus  far  he  thought  he  could  not  give  a  more 
convincing  proof  ot  the  sincerity  of  his  profes- 
sions, than  in  the  withdrawal  of  these  troops,  and 
that  he  had.  moreover,  just  been  employed  in  find- 
ing a  new  watering  place  on  Back  river,  in  order 
to  remove  from  Hampton,  and  to  quiet  lhe,minds 
of  the  inhabitants. 

He  assured  me  that  in  making  such  a  pledge, 
as  he  was  doing,  it  should  not  be  lightly  regarded. 
That  he  would  either  send  away  these  troops,  or 
wail  ihe  arrival  of  others,  for  new  operations. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  you,  sir. 
would  in  future  use  no  reserve  in  communicating 
any  subject  of  impropriety  ;  and.  on  his  part,  that 
he  should  certainly  do  so,  with  due  regard  to  the 
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hberality  of  yourconduct.     He  hoped  the  subject 
ras  at  rest.     I  look  my  leave. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your 
lost  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MYERS. 
Captain  and  Aidde-Catnp. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Taylor.  Norfolk. 


^:xtract«  of  a  letter  fro.Ti  General  Taylor  to  Sir  Sidney 
f   Bcckwilh,  (Quartermaster  General,  commanding  the 

land  forces  of  his  Britannic   .Majesty,  at  Hampton 

Roads,  dated 

HEADttLARTERS,  July  5,  1813. 

"  I  have  Duw  thr  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the 
roceediDgs  of  the  board  of  officers  convened  to 
;)quire  into  ihe  transactions  at  Craney  island. 
I'hey  doubtless  will  convince  you  that,  in  that 
ffair,  the  American  troops  merited  no  censure  ; 
hat  their  conduct  was  distinguished  by  humanity 
ad  magnanimity  ;  and  that  the  distance  to  which 
ou  were  reaioved  from  the  scene,  by  rendering 
c  impossible  that  you  could  be  informed  of  the 
^olives  of  their  conduct,  unhappily  led  you  to 
Iraw  coDclijsions  equally  mistaken  and  unmerited 


played,  to  6re  on  the  Anterican  troops.  If  this 
should  unfortunately  be  the  case,  your  force  will 
be  diminished,  without  securing  the  great  ends 
of  discipline  and  huiuaDity  for  which  you  had, 
with  so  much  liberality,  made  the  sacrifice.  1 
am  the  more  pressing  on  this  subject,  because  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that,  even  since  your  as- 
surance, though  unquestionably  against  your 
wishes,  very  improper  acts  liave  been  committed 
by  the  troops  on  James  river.  The  domestic 
property  of  peaceable  private  citizens,  respected 
by  all  civilized  nations,  has  been  pillaged,  and 
what  furnished  no  allureraeots  lo  cupidity  has 
been  wantonly  defaced  and  destroyed. 

'*  If  such  acts  are  either  directed,  or  sanctioned, 
it  is  important  to  us.  and  to  the  world,  to  know 
what  species  of  warfare  the  arms  of  Great  Brit- 
ain mean  to  wage.  If  authorized,  it  will  be  of 
little  practical  avail  to  know,  that  the  director  of 
these  arms  entertains  the  nio^t  liberal  personal 
dispositions,  while  these  dispositions  remain  dor- 
mant and  inoperative. 

•'  If  I  am  troublesome  on  this  subject,  charge 
it  to  my  anxious  desire  that  uothing  may  occur 
to  embitter  our  own  feelings,  and  those  of  our 
respective  nations.     In  the  progress  of  the  war, 


•  Yuu  have  done  me  the  justice  to  declare  that  ,  .     „ 

he  measuri's  pursued  by  me  evince  a  disposition  ;  charges  of  inhumanity  have  unhappily  been  fre- 
quent and  reciprocal.  I  am  not  indifferent  to  the 
infamy  which  such  a  charge  fixes  on  the  officer, 
who  either  encourages  or  permits  it.  1  derive  the 
highest  satisfaction  from  the  assurances  you  have 
given  of  similar  sentiments.     We   have,  sir,  be- 


|o  permit,  in  my  troops,  no  abuses  on  humanity 
xr  the  laws  of  authorized  war.    As  I  cannot  doubt 
|he  existeoce  of  similar  sentiments  with  you,  I 
liave  a   right  to  expect,  on  your   part,   measures 
Iqualiy   dev:isive  and  unambiguous.     If  I   have 


eemed  it  needful  to  forbid  openly,  to  my  whole  '  con^e  enemies,  by  the  sacred  obligations  we  owe 


irray,  alt  acts  of  impropriety,  and  lo  directa  pub 
;c  investigation  of  charges  believed  tobeunmer- 
led,  but  havkng  the  sanction  of  your  imputation, 

fput  It  to  your  candor  to  determine,  if  excesses 
.1  your   troo^)s.  admitted   by  yourself,  and  some 
•f  them  of  life  most  atrocious  character,  should 
Aass  unnotic<fd.     My  conduct,  and  your  declara- 
rions.  give  me  a  claim  to  ask  that  these  excesses 
punished.?  Your  army  will  then  learn  the  ab- 
lorrence  youjfeel  for  such  acts,  and  be  restrained, 
y  the  fear  oi  your  indignation,  from  similar  out- 
age.<5.     But  \l  these  admitted  excesses  are  passed 
y,  the  impunity  of  the  pwist  will  be  construed,  by 
our  troops,   into  an   encouragement  of  future 
utrage^.  and   yot^r  own   humane  intentions   be 
ompleiely  defeated.     Neither   can    you   be   un- 
■SfQindful  of  the  propriety  of  taking,  from  my  army 
^he  pretexts  for  impropriety,  by 
'"  fieciual  re«t/aints  on  yours. 


great  and 


our  respective  countries.  Bui.  on  the 
expanded  ^ubject  of  human  happiness,  we  should 
be  friends  by  the  sympathy  of  our  feelings.  Let 
us  then  cordially  unite,  and  exercising  effectually 
the  powers  with  which  our  Governments  have 
invested  us,  give  to  our  warfare  a  character  of 
magnanimity,  conferring  equal  honor  on  our- 
selves, and  on  our  countries.'' 


Extract  from  Genera!  Orders. 


Norfolk..  July  Ut,  1S13. 
A8si3ta7it  Adjutant  (jeneral't)  Office. 

The  General  commanding  has  deemed  it  proper 
to  remonstrate  against  the  excesses  committed  by 
the  British  troops  who  took  possession  of  Hamp- 
ton.    It  has  been  attempted  to  justify,  or  palliate, 
a  knowledge  of  I  these  excesses,  on  the  ground  of  inhumanity  io 
^neciuai  re«i/ainis  on  yours.  I  some  of  the   troops  at  Craney   island,  who  are 

\      I   am   fujly  impressed  with   the   liberality  of  i  charged  with   having  waded   info  the  river,  and 

four  conduc(  in  promising  to  remove  the  troops  i  shot  at  the  unresisting  and   yielding   foe,  who 
vbo  commitied    tjie  outrages  of  Hampton   from  I  clung  to   the  wreck  of  a   boat   which   had    been 


he  opportupiiy  oi   repeating  these  enormities, 
ut,  besides  ihat  tuy  confidence  in  the  gallantry 
f  the  American  jruops  forbids  me  to  desire  any 
iminution  of  your  force,  and   such  a   measure 
ing  liable  to  misconception,  by  our  own  troops, 
ight  not  atiain  your  object.     The  rank  and  file 
)f  an  army  seldom  reason  very  profoundly,  and 
'however  eijri^neouiily,  might  ascribe  their  with- 
drawal  to'  ijie  desertions  which    have,  on  every 
vjpporiunity.   lakeii   place   in   that  corps,  and   in 
iiheir  unwi'llingnevs,  if  any  should  have  been  dis- 

f 


sunk  by  the  fire  of  our  guns. 

Humanity  and  mercy  are  inseparable  from  true 
courage,  and  the  General  knows  too  well  the 
character  of  the  troops  under  his  command  to 
doubt  their  magnanimity  towards  an  unresisting 
foe.  It  is  equally  due  to  the  honor  of  the  troops 
engaged,  and  to  the  hitherto  unquestioned  fame 
of  the  American  arms,  for  honor  and  clemency, 
that  the  imputation  should  be  investigated.  If 
the  charge  be  well  founded,  the  army  must  be 
purified  by  poaishmeni  for  this  abomination.    If, 
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as  ihe  commander  hopes  and  believes,  the  conduct !  General  Taylor  for  bis  polite  coramunication, and 
of  our  troops  has  been  misconceived,  the  world  to  repeat  his  earnest  wish  that  military  operations 
should  havf  an  authentic  record  to  repel  the  tm-  j  should  be  carried  on  with  all  the  liberality  and 
puiation.  humanity  which  becomes  the  respective  nations. 

He,  therefore,  directs  that  a  board  of  officers.    Any   infringement  of  the  established  usages  of 
to  consist  of  Colonel    P>eeman,  President.  Lieu-    war  will  instantly  be  noticed  and  punished. 

tenant  Colonels  Boykin,   Mason,   and   Read,  do  

convene   the  day  after   to-morrow,  at   a  place  to  !  £,1,^^  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Taylor  to 


be  appointed  by  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  these  charges,  and  report  accord- 
ingly. JAMES  MAURICE, 

Major.  Act.  Ast.  Ad.  Gen. 


The  evidence  having  been    gone   through,   the 
Board,  after  deliberate  and   mature  considera- 
tion, do  pronounce  the  following  opinion  : 
Thai  it  appears,  from  the   testimony  adduced, 
that,  on  the  22d  of  last   month,  in   the  action  at     wfiicli  received  The  desj^uJh,"'an"j  afevv"  hours 
Craney  island,  two  of  the  enemy  s  boats,  in  front     ^^^^^  returned  with  an  answer,  of  which  a  copy 
of  their  line,  were  sunk  by  the  fire  of  our  batte-     -^^  ^j^^  enclosed.     I  fear,  from  the  generality  of 
ties;  the  soldiers  and  sailors  who  were  in  those  i  n^  (^^ms,  that  little  amelioration  of  the  system, 


the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Norfolk.  July  7,  1813. 
''  The  Board  of  officers  convened  to  examine 
the  charge  brought  against  our  troops  in  the  af- 
fair at  Craney  island  have  made  such  a  report  as 
an  American  could  desire.  I  enclosed  a  copy 
yesterday  to  the  British  commander,  with  a  let- 
ter, of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  The  bearer  of 
ray    despatch    was  met  by  a   flag,  the  officer  of 


boats  were  consequently  atioat,  and  in  danger  of 
drowning  ;  and  being  in  front  of  the  boats  which 
were  uninjured,  to  disable  these,  our  guns  were  ^ 
necessarily  fired  in  a  direction  of  the  men  in  the 
water,  but  with  no  intention  whatever  to  do  them 
further  harm,   but.  on    the  contrary,  orders  were 
given  to  prevent  this  by  ceasing  to  fire  grape,  and 
only  to  fire  round  shot.     It  also  is  substantiated, 
that  one  of  the  enemy,  who  had  apparently  sur- 
rendered, advanced  towards  the  shore,  about  one  , 
hundred  yards,  when    he   suddenly  turned  to  his  ' 
rigkt,  and   endeavored   to  make   fiis  escape  to  a 
body  of  the  enemy  who   had    landed   above  the  < 
island,  and  who  were  then  in  view ;  then,  and  not 


hitherto  practised,  is  be  to  expected;  but  some- 
thing is  gained  by  placing  th»?  enemy  so  decidedly 
in  the  wrong,  that  the  world  cannot  doubt  to 
whom  is  to  be  ascribed  any  excesses  which  here- 
after may  be  committed  on  either  side." 


Extract  of    an    official    letter,    addresited    by    Major 
Crutchfield  to  Governor  Barbour,  dated 

York  County,  Half-way  House, 

June  20,  1813. 
*•  To  give  you.  sir.  an  idea  of  the  savage-like 
disposition  of  the  enemy,  on   their  getting  pos- 
session of  the  neighborhood,  would  be  but  a  vain 


till  then,  was  he   fired  upon,   to   bring  him  back,  '  attempt.     Although  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  assur 
which  had   the  desired   effect,  and    he  was  taken 
unhurt  to  the  island. 

It  further  appears,  that  the  troops  on  the  island 
exerted  themselves  in  acts  of  hospitality  and  kind- 
ne>s  to  the  unresisting  and  yielding  toe. 

"Therefore,  the  Board  do,  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, declare,  as  their  unbiassed  opinion,  that  the 
charge  alleged  against  the  troeps  is  unsupported, 
and  that  the  character  of  the  American  soldiery, 
for  humanity  and  magnanimity,  has  not  been  com- 
mitted, but.  on  the  contrary,  confirmed." 
CONSTANT  FREE.MAN. 

Colonel  .Artillery^  President. 
ARMISTEAD  T.  MASON, 
Lieut.  Colonel,  commanding  bth  Reg.  Inf. 

FRANCIS  M.  BOYKIN, 
Lieut.  Colonel,  comm-anding  'Sd  Reg.  Inf. 

THO.MAS  READ.  Jun.. 
Lieut.  Colonel,  commanding  Artillery. 
JOHN  BARBER,  Recorder. 
A  true  and  correct  copy.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Capuin  Cooper  of  the  Cavalry, 

JAMES  .MAURICE.  to  Charles  K.  Mallory,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Governor 

Major,  Act.  Ast.  Ad.  (ten.      \      of  Virginia. 

j      •' I  was  yesterday  in  Hampton  with  my  troop; 

that  place  having  been  evacuated  io  the  morn- 
ing by  the  British.  My  blood  ran  cold  at  what 
Isaw  and  heard.  The  few  distressed  inhabitants 
running  up  io  every  direction  to  congratulate  us  ; 
tears  were  shedding  in  every  corner.     The  ia- 


ed  me  that  no  uneasiness  might  be  felt  in  relation 
I  to  the  unfortunate  Americans,  the  fact  is,  that, 
on  yesterday,  there  were  several  dead  bodies  ly- 
ing unburied,  and  the  wounded  not  even  assisted 
into    town,  although    observed    to    be   crawling 
towards  a  cold  and  inhospilable  proiecUon.     The 
i  unfortunate  females  of  Hampton,  who  could  not 
leave  town,  were  suffered  to  be  abused   in  the 
I  most   shameful   manner,  not  only   by  the   venal 
'  savage  foe.  but  by  the  unfortunate  and  infatuated 
blacks,  who  were  encouraged   by  them  in  their 
excesses.     They  pillaged,  and   encouraged  every 
I  act  of  murder  and  rapines-killing  a  poor  man 
I  by  the   name  of  Kirby,  who  bad   been  lying  on 
his  bed  at  the  point  of  death  for  more  that  six 
weeks  ;  .Nhooiing  his  wife  io  the  hip  at  the  same 
time,  and  kitlins:  his  faiiitful  do^  while  lying  un- 
der his  feel.     The  murdered   Kirby  was  lying, 
last  night,  weltering  in  his  bed." 


Copy  of  a  note  from  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  lo  General 
Taylor,  dated,  Uis  Majesty's  rhip  San  Domingo, July 
6,1813. 
Gluartermaster  General   Sir  Siduey  Beckwith 

begs  leave  to  return  his  best  acknowledgments  to 
ISlll  Cos.  2d  S;  ss.— 74 
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iraous  scoundrel*,  monsters,  destroyed  every- 
ling  but  thri  bouses,  and  (ray  pen  is  almost  un- 
^-illing  to  describe:  it)  the  women  were  ravished 
f  the  abandoned  tuffians  !  Great  God  !  my  dear 
riend,  can  you  figxire  to  yourself  our  Hampton 
jmales  seized  and*  treated  with  violence  by  those 
,ionsters.  an|l  not  n  solitary  American  arm  prcs- 
Dt  to  avengp;  theij  wrongs  ?  But  enough  ;  I  can 
0  more  of  tjhis.    • 

-They  hare  reqcived  a  reinforcement  of  two 
^jousand,  iupll  sii  thousand  men;  and  Norfolk 
It  RichmQDil  is  tncir  immediate  aim.  Protect 
f  ourselves  fii)ra  siich  scenes  as  we  have  wilness- 
1.  They  r'ltired  jin  great  confu>ion,  leaving  be- 
ind  three  thousand  weight  of  beef,  muslcets, 
mmunition,;  cant;?ens,  &c.,  and  some  of  their 
len,  which  :we  tciok.  It  is  supposed  that  they 
pprehendedban  ir^iraediate  attack  from  six  thou- 
and  of  our  men.  which  ca  .sed  them  to  retreat 
0  precipitately.  My  friend,  rest  assured  of  one 
hing,  theyjcannot  conquer  Americans;  they 
annot  sianij  therr*  :  if  ue  had  had  one  thousand 
wu  hundreij  men,  we  :>bould  have  killed  or  taken 
he  greater  nart  of  them. 

I     ■  

Frtfm  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 
AR!*IBTEAS)'d  MlLL,  NEAR  HaMPTON. 

}  ;  July  10,  1813. 

\  "Dear  friend':  Your  favor  of  the  7th  has  just 
|been  receivj-d  th»ough  the  politeness  of  Major 
^rutchfield;  who  had  it  forwarded  to  me  at  this 
'ace.  I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  you  have 
raoDg  you  a  man  who  would  endeavor  to  apolo- 
jize  for  the  unprecedented  villany  and  brutal  con- 
luct  of  tht'  ^enemj'  in  Hampton.  Be  assured  of 
jne  fact,  tlii»t  that  which  I  informed  you  of  in  ray 
last  was  sfrlctly  t(ue. 

"You  rf(iaest  tae  to  make  known  to  you  a  few 
of  the  distressing  jiarticulars,  in  a  way  which  will 
force  conviction  upon  the  minds  of  the  incredu- 
lous.    I  will  attend  to  it,  my  friend,  that  you  may 
be  enabled  ■  j  conTound  such  with  positive  proofs. 
At  present    you   must   content  yourself  with   the 
rollowii)g,:and  betievc  it  as  religiously  as  any  fact 
beyond  dejjial. 
"Mrs.  TurnbuU  was  pursued  up  to  her  waist 
^in  the  water,  an*^  dragged   on   shore   by  ten  or 
•twelve  of  these  rijffians,  who  satiated  their  brutal 
fdesires  ujwji    her^  after   palling  off  her  clothes. 
Tstockings.  ^hoes,  :&c.      This  was   seen   by    your 
nephew  Keith,  auii  many  others.    Another  case — 
a  married  woman,   her   name   unknown   to  me, 
with  her  inlant  child  in  her  arms,  (the  child  for- 
cibly  dra:ig.ed  from    her)  shared    the   same  fate. 
Two  youii;^  woriyen,  well  known  to  many,  whose 
^names  wiilrnot  bt;  revealed  at  this  time,  suQ'ered 
in  like  mangier.     |*  Doctor  Collon,  Parson  Holson, 


and  Mrs.  Hopkins,  have  informed  me  of  the^e 
particulars.  Another,  in  the  presence  of  old  Mr. 
Hope,  had  her  gown,  dec.  cut  off  with  a  sword, 
and  violence  offered  in  his  presen.se,  which  he 
endeavored  to  prevent,  but  had  to  quit  the  room, 
leaving  the  unforlunate  victim  in  their  possession, 
who,  no  doubt,  was  abused  in  the  same  way. 
Old  Mr.  Hope*  himself  was  stripped  naked, 
pricked  with  a  bayonet  in  the  arm,  and  slapped 
in  the  face;  and  were  I  to  mention  a  hundred 
cases  in  addition  to  the  above,  I  do  not  know  that 
1  should  exaggerate." 


*  The  former  of  these  gentlemen  acted  as  surgeon 
to  the  detachment  lately  stationed  at  Hampton,  and  is 
a  young  gc-atlemau  of  the  first  respectability.  The 
latter  is  p^eaident  of  the  araJcmy  at  that  place,  and 
stands  descrVedly  high  in  public  estimation.  Mrs.  Hop- 
kins, also,  is  a  lady  of  very  high  respectability,  and  of 
the  most  unqucstio)jablc  veracity. 


Extract  from  a  report   made   to  Major  Crutchfietd  by 
Thomas  Ghfiin  and  Robert  Lively,  Esqrs.  dated 

York,  Uh  July,  1813. 
••Upon  reaching  Hampton,  a  scene  of  desola- 
tion and  destruction  presented  itself.  The  few 
inhabitants  we  found  in  town  seemed  not  yet  to 
have  recovered  from  their  alarm:  dismay  and 
consternation  sal  on  every  countenance:  reports 
had  reached  us  of  the  violence  and  uncontrolled 
fury  of  the  enemy  after  they  obtained  po.s»essioa 
of  the  place;  their  conduct,  in  some  cases,  being 
represented  such  as  would  have  disgract^d  the 
days  of  Vandalism.  Our  feelings  were  much 
excited,  and  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  pursue  the 
inquiry  as  far  as  practicable,  and  are  sorry  to  say, 
that,  from  all  the  information  we  could  procure, 
from  sources  too  respectable  to  permit  us  to  doubt, 
we  arc  compelled  to  believe  that  acts  of  violence 
have  been  perpetrated,  which  have  disgraced  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  The  sex,  hitherto  guarded 
by  tlie  soldier's  honor,  escaped  not  the  rude  as- 
saults of  superior  force  ;  nor  could  disease  disarm 
the  foe  of  his  ferocity.  The  apology,  that  these 
atrocities  were  committed  by  French  soldiers 
attached  to  the  British  forces  now  in  our  waters, 
appears  to  us  no  justification  of  those  who  em- 
ployed them,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  an  officer 
is,  or  should  be,  ever  responsible  for  the  coDducl 
of  the  troops  under  his  command." 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Enquirer. 
Sir  :  Having  just  returned  from  Hampton, 
where  I  made  myself  acquainted  with  all  the 
particulars  of  British  0L.trage,  whilst  (hat  place 
was  in  their  possession,  I  am  requested,  by  many 
persons,  to  communicate,  tlirough  yuu.  to  the 
public,  the  information  I  have  given  tliem.  I  do 
this  with  no  hope  or  expectation  of  satisfying 
those  who  required  other  testimony  than  Major 
Crutchfield's  or  Captain  Cooper's.  I  too  well 
know  there  are  those  among  us,  who  will  still 
doubt,  or  pretend  to  doubt.  But  as  1  believe  this 
class  to  be  lew  in  number,  and  insignilicant  in 
the  public  estimation;  as  I  (irmly  believe  that 
a  large  majority  of  all  political  persuasions  are 
open  to  conviction,  and  feelingly  alive   to  their 

•This  worthy  old  gentleman  is  bowing  beneath  the 
pressure  of  age,  being  near  70,  or  older :  has  a  nume- 
rous family,  moU  of  them  sons,  now  in  the  service  of 
their  country. 
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country's  wrongs  ;  I  cannot  withhold  from  them  I 
the  facts,  whose  Mm[)le  recital  will,  according  to 
their  different  temperaments,  inflame  them  with 
rage,  or  fill  them  with  horror. 

My  name  you  are  at  liberty  to  give  the  public, 
or  only  to  those  who  may  inquire  for  it.  as  you 
think  proper.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  those 
who  knew  me,  whether  Federal  or  Republican, 
will  know  and  acknowledge  that  1  am  incapable 
of  publishing  a  falsehood;  and  I  aver,  that  every 
statement  inconsistent  with  the  following,  no  mat- 
ter on  whose  authority  it  is  made,  is  untrue;  in 
proof  of  which  I  solemnly  undertake,  before  the 
world,  to  establish  every  fact  contained  in  it,  pro- 
vided any  gentleman  will  sign  his  name  to  a  de- 
nial of  either  of  them. 

I  went  to  Hampton  with  the  determination 
of  inquiring  minutely  into  the  truth  of  reports, 
which  I  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  a  soldier's  pro- 
fession, and  of  human  nature,  to  have  found  ex- 
aggerated. Iq  the  investigation,  I  resolved  to 
uep«nd  on  the  second  hand  relation  o|  no  one. 
where  I  could  mount  to  the  original  source  of  evi- 
dence; but  since,  in  some  cases,  this  was  imprac- 
ticable, I  feel  it  a  duty  carefully  to  distinguish 
the  one  class  from  the  other. 

That  the  town  and  country  adjacent  was  given 
up  to  the  indiscriminate  plunder  of  a  licentious 
soldiery,  except,  perhaps,  the  house  where  the 
headquarters  were  fixed,  is  an  undeniable  truth. 
Every  article  of  valuable  property  was  taken 
from  It.  In  many  houses  noi  even  a  knife,  a  fork, 
or  plate  was  left,  British  officers  were  seen  by 
Dr.  Coltoo  in  the  act  of  plundering  a  Mr.  Jones's 
store.  His  house,  alihough  he  remained  in  town, 
was  ritted,  and  his  medicine  thrown  into  the 
public  street,  just  opposite  where  many  officers 
took  up  their  quarters,  who  must  have  been  eye- 
witnesses of  the  scene.  The  church  was  pillaged, 
and  the  plate  belonging  to  it  taken  away,  al- 
though inscribed  with  the  donor's  name.  The 
windmills  in  the  neighborhood  were  stripped  of 
their  sails.  The  closets,  private  drawers,  and 
trunks  of  the  inhabitants,  were  broken  open,  and 
scarcely  anything  seemed  to  be  too  trifling  an 
object  to  excite  the  cupidity  of  these  robbers. 
Several  gentlemen  informed  me  that  much  of 
their  plunder  was  brought  into  the  back  yard  of 
Mrs.  Westwood's  house,  where  Sir  Sidney  Beck- 
with  and  Admiral  Cockburn  resided.  But  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  seeing  this  lady,  who,  it  was 
said,  would  testify  to  the  fact.  In  short,  Hampton 
exhibits  a  dreary  and  desolate  appearance,  which 
no  American  can  witness  unmoved.  Doctor 
Wardlaw  and  Mr.  John  G.  Smith,  of  this  city, 
visited  It  in  company  with  me  ;  and  their  indig- 
nation was  equal.  They,  and  every  one  who 
saw  and  heard  what  I  have  stated,  united  in  ex- 
ecrating the  monsters  who  perpetrated  these  enor- 
mities ;  and  political  distinctions,  if  any  existed, 
were  lost  in  the  uobler  feelings  of  pity  for  the 
sufferers,  and  a  generous  ardor  to  avenge  their 
wrongs. 

Here  it  may  be  necessary  to  notice  a  publica- 
tion I  have  this  moment  read  in  the  Alexandria 
Gazette  of  the  12th,  where,  among  other  things. 


it  is  said,  on  the  authority  of  a  "  gentleman  who 
was  in  Hampton  the  day  after  the  evacuation  by 
the  enemy."  that  it  was  believed  there  'that 
nearly  all  the  plundering  was  committed  by 
the  negroes;"  and  that  he  saw  many  •'articles 
brought  to  the  magistrates  whicti  had  been  se- 
creted in  the  negro  houses."  That  some  plun- 
dering may  have  been  committed  by  the  negroes, 
who,  as  I  was  told,  were  embodied  and  paraded 
through  the  streets,  is  probable  enough  ,  that  the 
expression  of  such  an  opinion  may  have  been 
heard  in  Hampton  is  likewise  probable;  but  I  do 
utterly  deny,  that  it  is  believed  there,  by  any  per- 
son worthy  of  credit,  that  ••  nearly  all  the  plun- 
dering was  committed  by  them,"  Let  the  gen- 
tleman, then,  who  gives  this  account,  state  Irom 
whom  he  derived  his  information.  Let  hira  give 
the  names  of  the  magistrates  who  received  the 
plunder  thus  found,  and  his  own  ;  and  let  him 
declare  what  were  the  main  articles  he  saw 
brought  in.  I  will  not  directly  hazard  the  asser- 
tion, but  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  believe, 
there  were  no  magistrates  in  the  town  at  the  time 
spoken  of,  unless  Parson  Holson,  Dr.  Colton,  or 
Captain  Wills,  are  magistrates;  and  with  all 
these  gentlemen  1  conversed,  and  heard  not  a 
whisper  countenancing  the  statement  in  the  Alex- 
andria paper.  How  it  is  known  that  the  negroes 
"  had  the  address,''  first  to  impose  on  the  British 
commanders,  and  then  on  the  American  troops, 
which  -'induced  them  to  retreat  to  York,"  and 
leave  Hampton  to  be  plundered  by  these  artful 
rogues,  that  gentleman  is  left  to  say;  but  that 
the  American  troops  did  not  retire  to  York,  in 
consequence  of  such  information,  is  undoubtedly 
true.  Nor  is  it  less  true  that  Captain  Cooper's 
troop  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  any  plundering 
of  the  least  consequence,  after  the  evacuation; 
and  in  time  to  prevent,  what  many  gentlemen 
tliere  believed  to  have  been  a  plan  concerted  be- 
tween the  black  and  white  allies — the  firing  of 
the  town. 

That  'Admiral  Warren  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Hampton  had  not  all 
remained,  as  in  that  case  no  plundering  would 
have  happened,  is  probable  enough ;  and  is  con- 
formable with  the  answer  given  to  Captain  Willis, 
who  complained  to  Cockburn  and  Beckwith  of 
the  destruction  of  his  private  oroperty.  "  Why 
did  you  quit  your  house?"  said  these  honorable 
men.  ••  I  remained  in  my  house,"  answered 
Doctor  Colton,  -  and  have  found  no  better  treat- 
ment." 

That  Kirby,  who,  for  seven  weeks  or  more, 
had  been  confined  to  his  bed,  and  whose  death 
the  savages  only  a  little  hastened,  was  shot  in 
the  arms  of  his  wife,  is  not  denied.  Those  who 
wish  for  further  confirmation  may  go  and  take 
him  from  his  grave,  and  weep,  if  they  can  feel 
for  an  American  citizen,  over  his  mangled  body. 
They  may  go  to  his  wounded  wife,  and  hear  her 
heart-rending  tale,  and  then  they  may  turn  to 
the  account  of  the  gentleman,  and  derive  consola- 
tion from  the  excuse  (which  I  never  heard)  '•  that 
it  was  done  in  revenge  for  the  refusal  of  the  mil- 
itia  to  give  quarter  to  some   Frenchmen,   who 
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?re  on  board  a  barge  that  was  sunk  by  our 
t)op!s.  who  continued  to  fire  on  the  almo.st  drown- 
\g  men,  when  malr-jng  for  the  shore."  This  vile 
inder  on  our  irotips  will.  I  have  no  doubt,  be 
Let.  in  the  proper  laianner.  by  the  gallant  officer 
.'10  commands  them  at  Norfolk.  But  the  worst 
i .  to  come. 

I  conversed  with  a  lady  whose  name  is  men- 
i  pned  in  Captain  Cooper's  letter,  in  company 
1  jth  Pardon  Holsoij.  Doctor  Colton,and  Captain 
'  'illis.  Her  «!tory  was  too  shocking  in  its  details 
t;  meet  the  public  eye.  When  I  had  convinced 
\  r  of  the  object  I  iiad  in  view  in  visiting  her — 
I  it  it  was  dictated  by  no  impertinent  curiosity. 
li  ,t  a  desire  to  know  the  whole  truth,  to  enable 
t*  ,',  on  the  one  hand,  to  do  justice  even  to  an 
t^eray,  or,  on  the  ojher.  to  electrify  my  country- 
ri%n  with  the  recital  of  her  suff'erings,  she  dis- 
covered everything  which  her  convulsive  strug- 
,'S  between  sharqe  and  desire  to  expose  her 
ilal  assailants  would  permit.  This  woman 
5s  seized  by  five  or  six  ruffians,  some  of  them 
c'^tsed  in  red  and  .speaking  correctly  the  English 
'  J'gusge,  and  ."^tripped  naked.  Her  cries  and  her 
'ayers  were  disregarded,  and  her  body  became 
!e  subject  of  the  liiost  abominable  indecencies. 
|ie  at  one  lime  made  her  escape,  and  ran  into 
:reek  hard  by.  fo'lowed  by  a  young  daughter; 
jlience  she  was  dragged  by  the  monsters  in  hu- 
]in  shape,  to  exp«erience  new  and  aggravated 
Bering.  In  this  situation  she  was  kept  tlie 
Wpole  night,  whils-  her  screams  were  heard  at 
ioervals  by  some  of  the  Americans  in  town,  who 
fluid  only  clasp  thoir  hands  in  hopeless  agony. 
JVirginian  !  American !  Friend  or  enemy  of 
\1b  administration,  or  of  the  war!  go,  as  I  have 
(Koe.  to  this  woma-n's  house  and  hear  and  see 
t  ir.  See  too  her  '/oung  daughter  on  the  bed  of 
!•  kness,  in  consequence  of  the  abuses  of  that 
n  ,jhl!  and  your  heart,  if  it  be  made  of  "penetra- 
\,  J  stuff","  will  throb,  with  indignation,  and  a  thirst 
t  r  revenge,  and  your  hand  instinctively  grasp 
I;  e  weapon  for  inflicting  it. 

A  Mrs.  Briggs  r-lated  to  us.  that  a  woman 
V  ho  had  come  to  Hampton,  to  visit  her  husband, 
jiio  was  in  the  militia,  was  taken  forcibly  from 
mr  side  by  four  soldiers  in  green,  and  with  her 
Jung  child,  which  one  of  them  snatched  from 
IJr  arras,  borne  to  the  hospital,  in  spite  of  her 
reams.  They  had  previously  robbed  them  of 
•ir  ring*,  and  attempted  to  tear  open  their 
loms.  A  Kirs.  Hopkins,  who  was  not  in  town 
len  I  was  tliere.  obtained  the  assistance  of  an 
licer,  and  rescued  the  woman  from  her  ravish- 
but  not  until  one  of  them  had  gratified  his 
)minable  dv'sires.  1  was  told  by  the  gentleman 
lio  accompanied  me,  that  .Mrs.  Hopkins  con- 
pTied  this  t.iAiemetit,  and  would  swear  to  at  least 
^0  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind,  without,  how- 
»^er.  givin<>  gp  the  names  of  the  young  and  re- 
ij^T'ctable  wjijien  wiio  suffered. 
TDocior  Cojton  apd  Captain  Mills,  assisted  by 
officer,  ier*:ued  another  lady  from  the  greatest 
all  caliiniijies.  . 
'Old  Mr.  Hppe.  «8,ed,  as  he  told  Major  Crutch- 
(•Id,  (in  my-'  presence)  sixty-four  or  five  years, 


I  was  seized  by  these  wretches  and  stripped  of  all 
his  clothing,  even  of  his  shoes  and  his  shirt.  A 
I  bayonet  was  run  a  little  way  into  his  arm  behind, 
las  if  in  cruel  sport;  while  several  were  held  to 
I  his  breast.  In  this  situation  he  was  kept  for  a 
'  considerable  time, and  would  probably  have  been 
I  another  victim  of  their  rage,  if  their  attention  had 
I  not  been  diverted  to  a  woman,  who  had  sought 
I  refuge  in  his  house.  They  followed  her  into  the 
I  kitchen,  whither  she  had  run  fVir  safety.  Mr. 
'  Hope  made  off  amidst  her  agonizing  screams,  and 
I  when  he  returned  to  his  house,  he  was  told  by 
!  his  domestics  that  their  horrid  purposes  were  ac- 
complished.    This  I  had  from  him. 

How  far  this  violation  extended  will  never  be 
known.     Women  will  not  publish  what  they  con- 
sider their  own  shame,  and  the  men  in  town  were 
'  carefully  watched  and  guarded.     But  enough  is 
'  known   to  induce  the   belief  of  the  existence  of 
many  other  cases,  and  enough  to  lire  every  manly 
bosom  with  the  irrepressible  desire  of  revenge. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  tire  the  public   patience, 
I  or  I  could  tell  of  enormities  little  inferior  to  the 
above.     But  the  enemy  are  convicted  of  robbery, 
rape,  and  murder,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  to 
the  catalogue  of  their  crimes. 

Men  of  Virginia!  will   you   [)erinit    all  this? 
I  Fathers,  and    brothers,  and   husbands,   will  you 
fold  your  arms  in  apathy,  and   only  curse  your 
despoilers  ?     No.  you  will  fly  with  generous  em- 
ulation to  the  unfurled  standard  of  your  country. 
You  will  imitate  the  example  of  those  generoug 
i  spirits  who  are.  even  now,  in  crowds,  tendering 
I  their  services  to  the  Commander-in-Chief;  who 
i  are  pouring  from  their  native  mountain',  and  so- 
;  ticiting  to  be  led  against  the  enemy  wherever  he 
'  dares  to  show  his  face.     You  will   prove  your- 
I  selves  worthy  of  the  immortal  hunor  that  the  en* 
i  emy  has  conferred   upon  you  in  selecting  you  a!» 
!  the  object  of  his  vengeance.     You  will  neglect, 
I  for  a  lime,  all  civil  pursuits  and  occupations,  and 
:  devote  yourselves  to  the  art.  a  knowledge  of  which 
the  enemy  has  made   necessary.     You  will  learn 
I  to   command  ;    and,   with    "  Hampton"  as    your 
'  waii:h-word — to  conquer. 

P.* 


York,  July  4,  1814. 
SiH  :  Anxious  to  effect,  as  early  as  possible,  the 
objects  of  the  flag  intrusted  to  us  by  you  on  the 
1st  instant,  we  proceeded,  immediately  after  re- 
ceiving your  despatches  for  Admiral  Warren  and 
General  Taylor,  to  Hampton.  On  our  arrival  at 
the  lattpf  place,  some  difficulty  arose  in  pmcuring 
a  vessel  to  convey  us  to  the  British  fleet;  and 
al'ier  some  delay,  we  were  compelled  to  embark 
in  a  small,  open,  four-oared  boat,  the  only  one,  it 
seemr-d.  which  the  fury  of  the  enemy  had  left 
capable  of  floating.  We  proceeded  to  the  fleet  of 
the  enemy  with  the  utmost  despatch  which  our 
little  skifT,  and  the  excessive  heat  of  the  day, 
would  permit;  and  when  disiaat  from  the  Ad- 


•  Believed,  upon  good  authority,  to  be  Colonel  Rich- 
ard E.  Ptrker,  of  Weatmoreltnd  county,  Virginia. 
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miral's  shipabout  a  half  mile,  were  met  and  hailed 
by  a  barge  of  the  enemy,  the  officer  of  which  was 
informed  we  had  despatches  for  Admiral  Warren. 
We  were  invited  into  the  barge,  which  invitatiou 
was  accepted,  as  well  to  relieve  ourselves  from 
the  confinement  on  board  our  little  vessel,  to 
lighten  as  much  as  possible  the  burden  of  our 
oarsmen,  and  proceed  with  as  much  expedition 
as  practicable  to  obtain  the  objects  of  our  mi.ssion. 
On  our  arrival  at  the  Admiral's  ship  (the  San 
Domingo)  we  were  directed  to  proceed  to  the 
"  Sceptre,"  a  line  of  battle  ship,  on  which  we 
were  informed  Admiral  Cockburn  had  recently 
hoisted  his  flag.  Arriving  alongside  of  this  ship 
we  were  desired  by  the  officer  of^lhe  barge  to  as- 
cend the  ship.  Upon  our  reaching  the  deck,  we 
found  a  large  assemblage  of  officerL; — certainly 
a  greater  number  than  could  be  necessarily  at- 
tached tu  a  single  ship.  In  the  space  of  ten  min- 
utes the  two  Admirals,  Warren  and  Cockburn. 
approached  ;  to  the  former,  we  delivered  your 
despatches,  who.  upon  perusal,  evinced  embar- 
rassment, and  after  a  short  pause,  said,  that  the 
principal  object  of  the  flag  appeared  to  be  to  pro- 
cure supplies  for  your  hospital.  He  was  answered 
in  the  affirmative.  Could  not  these  supplies  have 
been  as  easily  and  early  procured  from  Richmond 
as  from  Norfolk?  We  thought  not.  The  Ad- 
miral then  said  he  would  reflect  upon  the  subject, 
and  return  us  an  answer  soon,  and  retired  with 
Admiral  Cockburn  to  the  cabin  of  the  ship. 

A  periud  of  about  fifteen  minutes  then  elapsed, 
when  Admiral  Cockburn  advanced,  and  address- 
ing Major  Griffin,  informed  him.  that  the  Admi- 
ral would   see  him    in  the  cabin.     Upon  Major 
Griffin's   reaching  the  cabin,  the  two  Admirals 
only  with  him.  Admiral  Warren  again   repeated 
the  opinion,  that  the  hospital  supplies  could  be  as 
expeditiously  procured  from  Richmond,  as  from 
Norfolk,  saying,  it  wa"-.  contrary  to  their  regula- 
tions   to  permit    even  a  flag  to  go  to   Norfolk  ; 
that  it  was  their  intention  to  land  Mr.  King,  who 
went  with  the  flag,  at  Seawell's  point,  and  jointly 
with  Admiral  Cockburn,  expressed  an  unwilling- 
ness to  permit  the  flag  to  proceed.     They  were 
answered,  that  if  the  flag  was  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed, the  supplies  could  be  procured  sooner  than 
if  the  flag  was  compelled  to  return,  certainly  in 
the  course  of  the  following  day  ;  that  if  compelled 
to  resort  to  Richmond,  three  days,  probably  more, 
would    pass  before  the  stores  could  reach  Hamp- 
ton ;  that   our  wounded   and  .sick  were  suffering 
for  medicines  and  necessaries  ;  that  all  the  med- 
icine, private  as  well  as  public  property,  had  been 
wantonly  destroyed  by  the  troops  who  lately  cap- 
tured Hampton;  and  that  the  supplies  absolutely 
required  for  the  use  of  the  hospital  could  not  be 
procured -in  Hampton.     The  Admiral  said  he  had 
beard  that  the  hospitals  had  received  some  sup- 
plies.    He  was  asked  from  whence,  and  assured 
It  was  not  the  case.     Finding  the  Admiral  still 
hesitating.  Major  GriflSn  said,  "  that  the  reputed 
humanity    of     Admiral    Warren    forbid     Major 
Crutchfield  to  doubt  that  the  application  for  the 
passage  of  a  flag  to  Norfolk  would   be  refused." 
After  a  short  pause  Major  Griflin  was  informed 


that  the  flag  might  proceed,  upon  condition  of 
returning  along-side  the  ship,  in  the  same  vessel, 
with  the  same  persons,  and  with  no  increase  of 
persons.  The  restriction  to  the  same  vessel  was 
combatted.  on  the  ground  that,  in  the  event  of 
much  wind,  the  boat  was  too  small  to  navigate 
the  roads,  and  thus  the  object  of  the  flag  would 
be  defeated.  But  finding  no  relaxation  in  the 
condition  probable,  it  was  determined,  upon  con- 
sultation with  Lieutenant  Lively,  to  proceed. 
Upon  the  subject  of  prisoners.  Admiral  Warren 
acknowledged  one  only  to  be  in  the  fleet,  taken 
at  Hampton.  He  declined  all  arrangement,  and 
avoided  all  discussion  on  this  topic,  saying  he  had 
opened  a  correspondence  with  General  Taylor, 
but  nothing  was  decided.  Relative  to  the  officers' 
baggage  captured  in  Hampton,  the  Admiral  said 
that  such  articles  as  had  been  found  had  been  re- 
stored, and  mentioned  the  papers  of  Captain 
Pryor,  which  had  been  placed  in  the  care  of  Cap- 
tain Myers  of  Norfolk,  and  assured  Major  Griffin 
that  he  would  direct  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  to  in- 
quire farther,  and  if  they  should  be  discovered  it 
would  be  made  known  to  us  on  our  return.  We 
were  then  informed  we  might  proceed,  which  we 
immediately  did,  and  reaching  Norfolk  after  3 
P.  M.  repaired  to  General  Taylor's  quarters,  who 
directed  the  supplies  written  for  by  the  surgeons. 
Returning  on  the  second,  we  were,  as  customary, 
again  met  by  a  barge  of  the  enemy,  and  desired 
to  call  on  board  the  Admiral's  ship  ;  we  entered 
the  ship  with  the  officers  of  the  barge,  and  were 
received  by  the  Captain,  who  inquired  if  we  had 
despatches  from  the  Admiral.  Being  informed 
we  were  the  returning  flag  that  had  proceeded  to 
Norfolk  the  day  before,  the  Captain  retired  to  the 
cabin,  and  shortly  returned  with  information  that 
we  might  proceed  when  we  pleased  ;  this  we  did. 
and  deposited  with  Doctor  Colton  the  medical 
and  hospital  supplies  sent  from  Norfolk. 

Upon  our  reaching  Hampton  a  scene  of  deso- 
lation and  destruction  presented  itself.  The  few 
inhabitants  we  found  in  town  seemed  not  yet  to 
have  recovered  from  their  alarm;  dismay  and 
consternation  .sat  on  every  countenance.  Reports 
had  reached  us  of  the  violence  and  uncontrolled 
fury  of  the  enemy  after  they  obtained  possession 
of  the  place;  their  conduct,  in  some  cases,  being 
represented  such  as  would  have  disgraced  the 
days  of  Vandalism.  Our  feelings  were  much  ex- 
cited, and  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  pursue  the 
inquiry  as  far  as  practicable,  and  are  sorry  to  say, 
that,  from  all  the  information  we  could  procure, 
from  sources  too  respectable  to  permit  us  to  doubt, 
we  are  compelled  to  believe  that  acts  of  violence 
have  been  perpetrated,  which  have  disgraced  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  The  sex.  hitherto  guarded 
by  the  soldier's  honor,  escaped  not  the  rude  as- 
saults of  superior  force  ;  nor  could  disease  disarm 
the  foe  of  his  ferocity.  The  apology  that  these 
atrocities  were  committed  by  the  French  soldiers 
attached  to  the  British  forces  now  in  our  waters 
appeared  to  us  no  justification  of  those  who  era- 
ployed  them,  believiug,  as  we  do,  that  an  officer 
IS,  or  should  be,  ever  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  the  troops  under  his  command. 
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We   have  the  honor  to  be.  your  humble  ser- 
,^nts  THOMAS  GRIFFIN. 

;  ROBERT  LIVELY, 

fc To  Majoy  .Crctc^ FIELD.  Comment,  York. 

I       U     ' — - 

^  ;  I  Addenda. 

■  tVA8HtNGT0N  ClTY,  July  30,  181Ij. 

WilUurn  Berry,  Midshipmen  in  the  Frigate 
Chesapeake. 
,!SiR :  I  CJii-sider  uiyself  bound  to  lay  before  you 
»^hat  carae  tender  tpy  knowledge  while  on  board 
we  Chesapetjke,  as  well  as  on  board  the  Shannon. 
*  After  the.  enemy  had   complete   possession  of 

#e  ship,  Midshipncen  Randolph  and  Flushraan 
-r2re  ordered  from  the  fore  and  main  top.  In 
{ming  down  the  ^hrouds  Lieutenant  Faulkner 
hie  British  officei)  said  to  his  men,  kill  those 
imned  rascals.  Then,  and  immediately,  several 
luskels  w<re  discharged  at  them,  but  without 
Vect.  My  -tation  was  in  the  raizzen  top,  where 
n  opportunity  of  seeing  their  actions.  I 
>as  looking  on  deck  when  I  saw  one  of  the  Chesa 


ake's  rati>  crawling  along,  attempting   to  get 


Another  circumstance  took  place  on  board, 
which  entirely  escaped  my  memory  until  this  mo- 
ment. Several  of  the  officers  had  money  taken 
from  them  which  they  had  received  from  the 
Chesapeake  as  prize  money.  Mr.  Higinbotham, 
as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  had  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

W.  BERRY. 


Georgetown,  July  30.  1813. 
Sir  :  Having  perused  a  letter  of  yours  to  Mr. 
Berry,  requesting  information  respecting  llie  treat- 
ment of  the  American  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
late  Chesapeake,  I  consider  myself  bound,  sir,  to 
lay  before  you  what  came  under  my  knowledge. 
My  having  been  wounded,  and  remaining  on  board 
the  Chesapeake,  might  not  give  me  that  scope  for 
observation  which    others   possessed  ;  but,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  many  things  transpired  disgraceful 
to  the  character  of  a  brave  enemy.     Whilst  un- 
dressing myself  in  the  steerage,  after  the  Ameri- 
cans were  driven  below  or  had  surrendered,  and 
after  resistance  had  ceased,  I  believe   entirely. 
low,  wittione  of  his  legs  off.     One  of  the  en-    several  muskets  and  pistols  were  at  once  pointed 
ay  slepp^djUp  to  him  with  his  cutlass,  and  im-  i  Jown  the  hatchway,  and  discharged  in  the  direc- 
ediately  nijt  an  end  to  his  existence.     Lieuten-    i,on  of  the  cockpit ;  and  as  the  steeragi'  and  cock- 
i  Faulknejr  looked  up  in  the  mizzen  top  ;  point-  |  pjt  were  tilled  with  the  wounded,  in  all  probability 
g  at  me,  siid  he  to  his  men,  go  up  three  of  you  i  some  were  killed  outright.    It  was  Midshipmaa 
id  throw  that  damned  Yankee  overboard.    They  |  Hopewell,  and  not  Livingston,  who  was  so  inhu- 
manly  treated,  as  described  lu  the  public  prints. 
It  has  been  the  custom  in  our  navy  to  take  the 
side-arras  of  officers,  (prisoners,)  but  to  restore 
them  on  their  leaving  the  ship.    Ours  were  taken, 
worn,  and    never  restored,  together   with  what 
nautical  instruments  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on.     When  spoken   to  by  the  American   officers 
on  the  subject,  the  answer  was.  such  things  were 
free   plunder.     A  day  or  two  after  the  action,  I 
was  conversing  with  Lieutenant  Budd  and  Mr. 


lomediately  rushed  up  seizing  me  by  the  collar; 

^ow,  said;  l^ey,  you  damned  Yankee,  you  shall 

yim  for  it,; attempting  to  throw  me  overboard; 

jt  I  got  wjthin  the  rigging,  when  one  of  them 

eked  me  iji  the  breast,  which  was  the  cause  of 

y  falling  ; ;  being  stunned  by  the  fall,  I  lay  some 

me  senstUiss.  and  when  I  came  to,  I  was  cut 

ver  the  he^d  with  a  cutlass,  which  nearly  termi- 

Ated  my  cJ<islence.     Eleven  of  our  midshipmen 

ere  confined  in  a  small  place,  nine  feet  by  six. 


; 


ilhan  old  iiail  to  lay  on.  and  a  guard  at  the  door,  ,  NichoUs.  near  the  tafferel,  respecting  the  engage- 
Qtil  a  day  pr  two  before  our  arrival  at  Halifax ;  .  ment.  when  it  was  observed  some  of  the  Shan- 
ind,  likewisie,  eleven  of  us  upon  five  rations,  and  ;  oon's  men  were  listening  to  our  conversation. 
Jjme  dayi  only  one  meal.  Our  clothes  were  Immediately  after.  Lieutenant  Faulkner,  the 
iken  on  :bi)ard  of  the  Shannon;  Lieutenant  commanding  officer,  ordered  sentinels  to  be  placed 
J/allis,  th*'  commanding  officer  on  board,  would    ^  the  mizen  mast;  and,  said  he  to  them,  il  you 


^ot  let  U!f  lake  our  clothes  below  with  us  but 
>,ledged  his  word  and  honor  as  an  officer,  we 
ould  receive  our  clothes.  But  we  discovered, 
It  mornMng,  that  their  midshipmen  had  on  our 


see  any  of  the  Chesapeake's  men  abaft  the  mizen 
mast,  cut  them  down  ;  if  you  see  them  conver- 
sing together,  cut  them  down  without  hesitation. 
It  will  be  remembered  the  three  officers  who 
caused  this  order  were  all  severely  wounded. 
We  received  no  caution  and  overheard  it  by  ac- 
iiipmen  Ofverheard  our  conversation,  and  made  a  cident.  So  great  was  the  rage  for  plunder,  that 
eport  to  tile  Lieutenant  commanding.  He  then  ;  Captain  Lawrence,  before  his  death,  could  not 
entword  io  us  that  if  we  said  anything  moreabout  j  obtain  a  bottle  of  wine  from  his  private  sea  stores, 
ae  clothei.,  he  would  put  us  in  the  fore-hold  with  j  without  a  note  from  the  doctor  to  the  Lieutenant 
tie  men.;   We  expected  to  receive  our  clothes  |  commanding.     I  pass   over   the    robbing  of  the 


lolhes  an(i  side  arms. 
ether  resneciinji  our 


W^e  were  conversing  to- 
clothes — one  of  their  mid- 


/hen  we  ^arrived  in  port,  but,  I  assure  you,  sir, 
olhing  wfas  ever  restored.  Other  rascally  things 
ccurred.  which  our  officers  will,  when  they  re- 
urn,  maqe  known  to  the  public,  disgraceful  to  a 
ivilized  tation.  If  your  request  could  have  been 
ade  sootier,  I  should  have  lelt  gratified  in  mak- 
<  Dg  a  fuller  statement.     I  have,  &c. 

WILLIAM  BERRY. 
Hon.  Lj.  CoNDicT,  Washington. 

\\ 
i  j 

•     » 


midshipmen  on  board  the  Shannon,  as  it  did  not 
come  under  ray  immediate  notice.  If  your  re- 
quest could  have  been  made  earlier,  I  should 
have  felt  gratified  in  making  a  fuller  statement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  WEAVER. 

Hon.  Lewis  Condict,  IVashington. 
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ADDITIONAL     FORTIFICATIONS,   AND 
INCREA8E  OF  THE  ARMY. 


AN 


extent  of  the  work  will  be  adapted  to  the  relation 
which  the  island  bears  to  the  shores  and  channel 
of  the  Delaware;  and,  from  the  survey  made,  it 
is  believed  that  the  work  will  completely  cover 
both.  The  situation  of  the  island  is  eight  miles 
below  New  Castle. 

A  work  of  the  same  description  at  Hawkins's 
Point,  near  Baltimore. 

A  work  on  Maryland  Point,  or  on  that  called 
Cedar  Shoal  Point,  on  the  Potomac.  It  cannot 
be  doubled  but  that  the  seat  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment should  be  placed,  not  merely  beyond  in- 
jury, but  beyond  disturbance,  from  an  enemy. 

A  work  on  Cranoy  island,  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  Norfolk,  has  been  commenced,  and  \» 
mentioned  here  but  from  a  belief  that  the  impor- 
tance of  the  position  will  be  found  to  justify  an 
extension  of  the  present  plan. 

At  Charleston,  or  its  dependencies,  some  cov- 
ering works  have  been  projected,  but  a  want  of 
funds  has  hitherto  prevented  their  execution. 

Savannah  is  believed  to  be  a  position  which, 
from  various  causes,  is  more  exposed  than  any 
other,  and  upon  the  defence  of  which,  few  expen- 
ditures of  public  money  have  been  made.  It  is, 
therefore,  proposed  to  protect  it  by  a  chain  of 
redans  on  three  of  its  sides,  and,  on  the  fourth, 
which  is  understood  to  be  the  most  vulnerable, 
War  Department,  Juiie  10.  1813.  j,y  a  few  redoubts,  connected  by  a  ditch  and  p«r- 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re-  apet,  &c. 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  written  No  additional  work  at  New  Orleans  is  thought 
by  direction  of  the  Committee  of  ilie  Senate  "to  1  necessary.  One.  of  regular  form  and  of  consid- 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  i  erable  extent,  has  been  recently  erected  on  the 
the  President  as  relates  to  the  Military  Establish-  j  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the  Detoar 
raent;"  and  inquiring  Anglais,  and    a  second    has    been    projected    for 

What  provision  had   been  made  by  the  War    commanding  the  entrance  from  the  sea  into  Lake 
Department  for  the  protection  of  the  seaboard?  |  Pontchartrain.     When  these  are  finished,  the  de 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  August  1,  1813.] 
Committee  Cha.mber, 
Monday,  May  30.  1813. 

Sir:  lam  directed   by  the  committee  of  the 
Senate  to  whom   was  referred  so  much  of   the 
Message  of  the  President  as  relates  to  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  to  inquire  of  you  what  pro- 
vision lias  been  made,  by  your  Department,  for  the 
protection  and  defence  of  the  seaboard  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  whether  the  protection  authorized  by 
law  IS  deemed  sufficient  ;  if  not.  what  further  or 
other  provision  is  considered  necessary  ;  whether 
any,  and  if  any.  what,  modification   of  the  Mili-  i 
tary  Establishment,  or  extension  thereof,  is  deem- 
ed  expedient.     I  am  aUo  directed  to  ask  you  to  ; 
give  the  committee  such  information,  in  relation  | 
to  any  other  specific  objects  in  your  Department, 
as  you  may  deem  proper  to  be  communicated,  or 
which  may  require  legislative  provision. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  higli  respect. 

J.  ANDERSON,  Chairman. 

To  the  Secretary  op  War. 


Whether  the  protection  authorized  by  law  be 
deemed  sufficient?  And,  if  not,  what  further  or 
other  provision  be  considered  necessary? 

Whether  any.  and.  if  any,  what  modification 
or  extension  of  the  Military  Establishment  be 
deemed  expedient ;  and 

What  other  specific  objects  within  my  Depart- 
ment may  require  legislative  provision? 

To  these  questions  I  beg  leave  to  reply: 

1st.  That,  so  far  as  the  defence  of  the  seaboard 
depends  on  troops,  the  statement  I  had  the  honor 
to  make  to  you  yesterday  will  be  found  to  con- 
lain  an  appropriate  answer  'o  the  first  question. 
It  but  remains,  therefore,  to  present  a  table  of  the 
posts,  the  number  and  caliber  of  the  cannon,  and 
of  the  quantity  of  ammunition  at  each  of  these. 


fence  of  New  Orleans  from  exterior  attacks,  and 
by  means  of  fixed  batteries,  may  be  considered  as 
complete. 

Under  the  second  general  provision,  (an  in- 
creased number  of  regular  troops,)  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing arrangement  of  permanent  garrisons,  viz: 


To  districts  No.  1  and  2 


To 
To 
To 
To 

3d. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do.  3  and  4 
do.  5 
do.  b 
do.  7 


2,000  men. 

-  3,000 
.  3,000 

-  2,000 

-  3,000 
the 


In  fulfilling  the  arrangement  stated  in 
preceding  article,  it  will  be  necessary  to  organize 
the  whole  number  of  the  twenty  regiments  au- 
thorized to  be  raised  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress.     Of  these  regiments  fifteen  have  been 


This  will  be  found  in  the  documents  enclosed,  already  set  on  foot,  including  ten  companies  of 
numbered  1,  2,  3.*  rangers,  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  Territories 

2d.  That,  in  my  opinion,  the  present  protec-  j  of  Indiana.  Illinois,  and  Missouri.  It  is  respect- 
tion  of  the  seaboard  is  not  sufficient,  and  that  the  j  fully  proposed  that  the  remaining  five  be  also 
measures  to  be  taken  for  its  better  defence  are  of  raised  expressly  for  the  defence  of  other  and  par- 
two  kinds— additional  fortification\  and  an  in-  ,  ticular  points,  and  that  their  service  be  made 
creased  number  of  regular  troops.  \  commensurate  with  the  war.     Corps  of  this  de- 

Under  the  former  of  these  heads,  it  is  proposed  '  scription  may  be  promptly  obtained,  and  made  to 
to  erect  a  work,  of  earth,  or  of  more  durable  ma-  ;  take  a  very  efficient  character.     This  is^lhe  only 


terials,  if  found  advisable,  on  a  small  island  of  the 
Delaware,  called  the  Pea  Patch.     The  plan  and 


*  Not  on  die. 


modification  of  the  present  Military  Establish- 
ment which  is  believed  to  be  necessary.  An  ex- 
tension of  it,  called  for  as  well  by  justice  as  by 
policy,  is  the  establishment  of  an  invalid  corps. 


Hi 


4| 


fl: 
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Additional  Fortification* — incretue  of  the  Army. 


»)<iMnces  of  partial  decrepitude  have  been  much  !  in  those  of  position.  A  corps  of  great  efficiency 
^ul;iplied  by  the  events  of  the  last  and  present  might  be  formed  out  of  these  men.  and  on  terras 
l^mpaijns,  and  cat  best  be  relieved  by  an  estab-  much  more  economical  than  those  necessary  to 
mhinent  which  bu^  demands  from  the  sufferer  a     obtain  soldiers  of  the  line. 

ifrvice  proportioncjd  to  his  physical  ability,  and  Their  term  of  service  need  not  exceed  eit'ht 
Kbich,    while    it    ^ives    occupation,    guaranties    months  in   each    year,  viz:  from    tlje    month^of 

<-ainst  want.  ;  March  to  that  of  December.     They  may  be  had 

4ih.  Some   miner  and   insulated   subjects   re-  i  at  the  rate  of  twelve  dollars  per  month,  (\f  sub- 

jire  legislative  notice  and  provision.  :  sisted.)  and  without  expense  on  account  of  cloth- 

1.  The  law  creating  the  Ordnance  department  ;  ing. 

[ovides  tor  four  deputy  commissaries.     It  is  pro-        1,000  ^ca  fencibles,  at  .$12  per  month,  each,  is 


per  month 


S  months,  at  $12000  per  month,  is 
Subsistence  for  term  aforesaid,  is 
Pay  and  subsistence  of  officer.<».   viz 


Total 


812000 

96,000 
36,000 


-     12  052 
$145,552 


'sed  to  authorize  die  President  to  add  live  other 

•pulies.     This  will  enable  the  head  of  that  de- 

irtraent  to  assign  to  each  military  district  one 
i-puty,  who  shall  establish  and  superintend  a 
[boratory  within   the  .same,  and   thus  do  away 

[e  expensf*  and  risk  of  transmitting  fixed  aramu-     10  captains.  10  first  lieutenants.  10  sec- 
)t(tion  from  one  district  to  another.  ond   lieutenants,  and    10    third    lieuten- 

[2.  Aids-de-camp  arc  now  taken  from  the  line  '  ants,  is    ---..-. 

the  array  in  alLcases,  as  are  assistant  adjutants 

d  inspectors  gfni;ral.  and,  in  many  cases,  their 

incipals;  and.  aUu,  the  paymasters  of  districts. 

hese    multiplied    draughts    upon    the    line   are 

und  to  have  a  bad  effect,  and  the  more  so.  as 

beers  of  the  greatest  intelligence  are  generally 

cted  to  fill    thesi!  appointments.     It  is,  there- 
re  proposed  that  general  officers  be  permitted 
select  their  aids  from  the  mass  of  citizens,  and  j  w       pk 

at  the  rank,  pay,  flnd  emoluments,  of  a  captain        _^  war  Depart.ment.  yw/j/ 12,  1813, 

i*  cavalry  be  given  to  each  aid-do-camp,  so  long      ,  ^U*=  ^"  ''^P'y  ^°^^^  inquiry  of  the  honorable 

i.  he  be  continued  as  such.  ^"^  Senate,  viz  :  "  What  preparations  have  been 

\  3.  No   provision   is  made   by  law  for    payin<r    n^ade,  and  are  now  in  readiness,  for  the  defence 

w,oney  to  officers  of  light  dragoons  and  light  ar°    f  ^^^  "*V  y*""*^  ^°^  °^^^"  P"^>''C  property  in  the 

^iery,  in  lu-u  of  forage,  when  not  drawn  in  kind,    ^"y  "'  Washington,  in  case  it  should  be  assailed 

4.  The  provisions  hf  the  act  of  the  6th  of  July.  ^V  ^^^  enemy  ?"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
^12,  in  relation  to  the  price  to  be  allowed  in  o"  ''»^  ^*'^'''  ''P^'  ''"^  "'^a"''  of  defence  are  of 
eu  of  forage  not  drawn  in  kind,  by  officers  of  t^oK'ods,  naval  and  military;  that  there  are  of 
jrtain  grades,  appear  to  be  contradictory.  "*^  former,  one  frigate,  two  schooners,  and  three 

5.  The  United   Slates   possess,  in  fee  simple.    Spn^oats,  so  stationed  as  to  co-operate  with  Fort 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Hon.  J.  A.NDER30j(,    Chairman^  «fc. 


ndry  lots  of  ground  in  Pittsburg.  It  is  under- 
ood  that,  if  these  were  divided  into  smaller  lots, 
od  sold  at  public  sale,  they  would  bring  not  less 
Uan  forty  thousand  dollars — a  sura  which  would 
e  compeleot  to  establish  a  laboratory  near  that 
Jace,  on  a  scale  proportioned  to  all  the  demands 
i"  the  West.  Southwest,  and  Northwest.  A  law 
ill  be  necessary  to  make  such  sale. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
irour  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 
9  JOHN  AR.MSTRONG. 

S  Hon.  J.  Anderson,  Chairman,  «^c. 


Washington ;    that    this   fort   and    its   covering 
work  have  been  recently  put  into  a  stale  of  thor- 
ough repair,  are  well  equipped  with  heavy  can- 
non, furnaces,  «tc.,  and  are  now  occupied  by  a 
competent  garrison  of  United  States'  artillerists  ; 
that,  to  any  attempts  on  the  land  side,  we  can 
oppose   the  10th.  36th,  38th,  and  a  detachment 
from  the  5th,  regiments  of  infantry,  and  one  bat- 
talion of  militia;  the  whole  amounting   to  one 
thousand  six  hundred  elfeciives.     That  the  navy 
yard  and  marine  establishment  can  furnish   an 
additional  defence  of  nearly  one  battalion;  that 
two  companies  of  light  artillery  have  been  organ  - 
,  ized,  under  an  officer  of  much  experience,  and 
War  Department,  Jutic  IS.  1S13.        are  supplied    with    cannon,    caissons,  dec;  that 
Sir:  The  following  report,  additional  to  that    several  uniformed  corps  are  in  weekly  drill,  and 
,ade  on  the   10th  instant,  on   the  subject  of  an     ready  for  service  the   moment  that  a  call   upon 
ucreased  seaboard  defence,   is   respectfully  sub-    tbem  shall  become  necessary;  that,   within  the 
'aied  to  the  cumraitlee  to  whom  was  referred     District  alone,  we  may  count  on  an  additional 
5'  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to    'orce  of  nearly  twelve  hundred  effective  militia, 
)e  Military  Estabiisliment.  and    that   a   competent   supply   of  arms,   and   of 

Our  Atlantic  towns  and  cilie*  furnish,  respect-    fixed   and   loose   amruunitiou,   has    betn    placed 
i'ely,   a   Urge   number   of  seafaring   men,   who.     within  their  reach, 
r.ora  their  hardihood  and  habits  of  life,  might  be         I   have  the  honor  tu  be.  with  great  respect,  »ir, 
iery  uv'Mully  employed  in  the  defence  of  t.'iesea- ,  y*>"'  "*o»l  obedient  humble  s'       •"' 
^ard,  particularly  in   ihe  management  of  great  *"     *  *ilvONG. 

^uns  whether  in  fixed  or  in  floating  batteries,  or  \      Cbairmam  Mii.itai  ...  .be,  ^c. 
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Failmrt  of  the  Northern  Army. 


War  Department.  July  26,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Senate,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  having  relation  to  the 
subject  submitted  in  my  letter  of  the  19ih  inst. 
Mr.  Siacey  has  been  discharge  !,  on  the  ground 
that  a  citizen  cannot  be  considered  as  a  spy. 

I  have.&c.  J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Hon.  Mr.  Anderso.m,  Ckairman,  ^c. 


U.  S.  Ship  M.^uiaoN. 
SacketVs  Harbor,  July  4,  1813. 
Sir:  On  the  1st  instant  I  caused  Mr.  Samuel 
Stacey  to  be  apprehended  as  a  spy.  Mr.  Siacey 
lives  upon  the  St.  Lawrence,  a  few  miles  below 
Ogdensburg,  and  I  have  the  most  positive  infor- 
mation that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  convey- 
ing information  lo  the  enemy  for  many  months. 
He  visited  this  place  a  few  days  before  the  Brit- 
ish made  the  attack  on  the  29th  of  May,  and  1 
have  no  doubt  but  that  he  is  the  person  that  gave 
the  information  that  most  of  the  troops  had  been 
sent  to  Niagara.  I  had  information  from  the  per- 
son that  I  employ,  on  the  other  side,  that  this 
man  would  visit  the  harbor  about  the  last  of 
June.  He  was  accordingly  watched.  When  he 
left  Ogdensburg,  he  said  he  was  going  to  Utica 
upon  important  business.  He  told  others  that  he 
was  going  into  the  Western  country  to  collect 
money,  instead  of  which  he  came  to  the  harbor, 
without  any  ostensible  business,  and  made  a  great 
many  inquiries  respecting  thefieet:  when  they 
•would  sail?  and  the  force  of  the  new  ship?  &c. 
I,  therefore,  thought  it  my  duty  to  detain  this 
man  for  trial.  I  can  prove  his  frequent  inter- 
course with  the  enemy.  At  any  rate  I  shall  de- 
prive the  enemy  of  tbe  information  which  he 
could  have  conveyed  to  him,  which  is  all  impor- 
tant at  this  time. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  lo  hang  this  traitor 
to  his  country,  as  he  is  considered  respectable  in 
the  country  in  which  he  lives,  and  I  think  ihat 
it  is  full  time  to  make  an  example  of  some  of  our 
countrymen,  who  are  so  base  and  degenerate  as 
to  betray  their  country  by  becoming  the  spies 
and  informers  of  our  enemy.  I  hope  the  steps 
which  I  have  taken  with  respect  lo  Mr.  Siacey 
will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  W.  JoNEa,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


War  Department,  Jan.  25,  1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  31sl  of  December 
last,  requesting  such  information  (not  improper 
to  be  communicated)  as  may  lend  to  explain  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Northern  frontier.  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  documents,  and  lo  offer 
to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  very  high  respect 
with  which  I  am, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  Prehident. 


CAUSES  OK  THE  FAILURE  OF  THE    AKMY 
ON  THE  NORTHERN   KRO.NTIER. 

[Communicatrd  lo  the  Hou»e,  Ffbrutry  2.  IH14.] 

To  tfu  Hou»e  of  Repretrntatitrt 

of  the  United  Stote-i  .• 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Rppretentaiives  a 
report  of  ihe  Secretary  of  War.  complying  with 
their  retolutiun  of  the  31-it  of  Dt'cem^''  i-«st. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Janoahy  31st,  1814. 


O^iTegpondence  betveen  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Major  General  Dearbomx.  ^c. 

Note  presented  to  the   Cabinet,  on  the  8ih  February, 
1813,  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  enemy'.s  force  at  Montreal  and  its  depen- 
dencies has  been  stated  at  16,000  effectives.  It 
more  probably  does  not  exceed  10  or  12,000.  The 
militia  part  of  it  may  amount  to  one  sixth  of  the 
whole.  Is  it  probable  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
open  the  campaign  on  Lake  Champlain,  with  a 
force  competent  to  meet  and  dislodge  this  array 
before  the  15th  of  May?  I  put  the  question  on 
this  date,  because  it  is  not  to  be  doubled  but  that 
the  enemy  will  then  be  reinforced,  and,  of  course, 
that  new  relations,  in  point  of  strength,  will  be 
established  between  us.  Our  present  regular  force, 
on  both  sides  of  Lake  Champlain,  docs  not  ex- 
ceed 2,400  men.  The  addition  made  to  it  must, 
necessarily,  consist  of  recruits,  who,  for  a  liraej 
will  not  be  better  than  militia;  and  when  we 
consider  that  the  recruiting  service  is  but  begin- 
ning, and  that  we  now  approach  the  middle  of 
February,  the  conclusion  is,  I  think,  safe,  that  we 
cannot  move  in  this  direction,  and  thus  early, 
(say  1st  of  May.)  with  effect. 

It  then  remains  to  choose  between  a  cours*  of 
entire  inaction,  because  incompetent  to  the  main 
attack,  or  one  having  a  .secondary,  but  .vtill  an 
important  object;  sucli  would  be  the  reduction 
of  that  part  of  Upper  Canada  lying  between  the 
town  of  Prescott,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Lake 
Erie,  including  the  towns  of  Kingston  and  York, 
and  the  P'orts  George  and  Erie. 

On  this  line  of  frontier  ihe  enemy  have, 

At  Prescott 300 

At  Kingston 600 

At  George  and  Erie,  dec.    -         -        -        -  1,200 


Making  a  total  (of  regular  troops)  of         2,100 


Kingston  and  Prescott,  and  the  destruction  of 
the  British  ships  at  the  former,  would  present  the 
6r>t  object ;  York,  and  the  frigates  said  to  be 
building  there,  ihe  second  ;  George  and  Erie,  the 
I  turd. 

The  f'orce  lo  be  employed  on  this  service  should 
nol  be  less  than  0,000  effective  regular  troops,  be- 
ciuse,  in  tlii^  first  enterprise  of  a  second  cam- 
paign, ni  tiling  inU'i.  f  possible,  be  left  to  chance. 

Trie  lime  for  giving  execution  to  this  plan  it 
eltarly  indicated  by  the  following  facts: 


^>3o5 
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1st.  The  rirer  St.  Lawrence  !<  not  open  to  the 
purposes  oi  naviifdtioo  before  the  I3lh  of  May  ; 
ind 

,      2d.  Lake  Ooiario  is  free  from  a!l  obslruclion. 

j^risiDg  from  ice.  by  the  1st  day  of  April. 

>    Under  these  circumstances  we  shall    have  six 

*Veeks  for  the  expedition  before  ii  tie  possible  for 
Sir  George  Prevost  to  give  it  any  disturbance. 

^    Should  this  outline  be  approved,  the  details  for 

Ihe  service  can  be  made  and  expedited  in  forty- 

3ight  hours. 


feits  Harbor  is  in  danger,  and  ihat  the  nrmnnal 
!  edort  will  be  made  on  the  .Niagara,  m  cu-opera- 
i  tioo  with  General  Harrison.  As  the  route  to 
,  Sacketi's  Harbor,  and  to  Niagara,  is.  for  a  coa- 
I  »iderable  distance,  the  same,  it  may  be  well  to  in- 
;  timate.  even  m  orders,  that  the  latter  is  the  desti- 
I  nation  of  the  two  brigades  now  at  Lake  Cham- 
j  plain.'* 


tf  you,  as  expeditiously  as  ] 
J\  a  campaign,  which  you  if 
Mtute  and  pursue  against  Ui 
J'"  1st.  4,000  troops  will  be 


jflitract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 

T  General  Dearborn,  dated 

^  War  Department,  Feb.  10,  1813. 

♦  "1  have  the  President's  orders  to  communicate 

-■    you,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  the  outline 

which  you  will  immediately  in- 

'Ipper  Canada. 

^  ,    .^  .  -  assembled  at  Sack- 

vU  8  Harbor 

-.  ''2d.  3,000  will  be  brought  together  at  Buffalo, 
lod  its  vicinity. 
"3d.  The  former  of  these  corps  will  be  ein- 
irked  and  transported,  under  convoy  of  the  ileet, 
\)  Kingston,  where  they  will  be  landed.     Kings- 
ton, its  garrison,  aud  the  British  ships  wfulering 
.*!a  the  harbor  of  that  place,  will  be  its  first  ob- 
k-ct.    its  second  object  will  be  York,  (the  capital 
'fl    Upper  Canada,)  the  stores  collected,  and  the 


I. 


0  frigates  buildi[:g  there.  Its  third  object.  Forts 
Jeorge  and  Erie,  and  their  dependencies.  In  the 
^itainment  of  this  last  there  will  be  a  co-opera- 
^on  between  the  two  corps.  The  composition  ol 
Jfcese  will  be  as  follows: 

^  1st.  Bloomfield's  brigade 
■''2d.   Chandler's         do.      - 

Philadelphia  detachment  - 

Baltimore  do. 

Carlisle  do, 

Greenbush  do. 

Sacketi's  Harbor  do. 


i3d. 
g4ih 
J;5ih 
•  '6ih 


rtb. 


1,436 
1,044 
400 
300 
200 
400 
250 


^  8th.  Several  corps  at  Buffalo,  under 
^,  the  command  of  Col.  Porter. 

^  and    the    recruits 

/  thereto 

5  Total 


belonging 


4.030 


:].ooo 
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Albany,  Febmary  18,  1813. 
I      Sir:   Your  despatches  of  the  10th  were  recei- 
,  ved  last  evening.     .Nothing  shall  be  omitted,  on 
my  part,  in  endeavoring  to  carry  into  effect  the 
1  expedition  proposed. 

I  fear  the  very  large  magazines  of  provisions 
on  Lake  Champlain  will  be  unsafe,  unless  a  con- 
siderable part  is  removed  at  some  distance  from  the 
store,  or  considerable  force  is  assembled  at  Bur- 
lington, and  vicinity,  by  the  time  the  two  brig- 
ades shall  move.  Another  motive  for  having  a 
large  force  on  that  lake  will  be.  that  of  pre- 
venting the  enemy  from  sending  almost  his  whole 
force  Irom  Lower  Canada  to  Kingston,  as  soon 
as  our  intentions  shall  be  so  far  known  as  to 
afford  satisfactory  evidence  of  our  intentions  in 
relation  to  the  conquest  of  Upper  Canada  ;  and 
unless  an  imposing  force  shall  menace  Lower  Can- 
ada, the  enemy's  whole  force  may  be  concentra- 
ted in  Upper  Canada,  and  require  as  large  a  force 
to  operate  against  them  as  would  be  necessary  to 
operate  towards  .Montreal.  It  may  be  advisable 
to  draw  out  a  body  of  .\ew  Hampshire  militia  to 
serve,  for  a  short  time,  m  Vermont.  You  will 
judge  of  the  expediency  of  such  a  measure  ;  but  I 
do  not  believe  that  there  will  be  a  sufficient  body 
of  new  raised  troops  in  season  for  taking  the  place 
of  the  two  brigades. 

I  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Porter 
in  which  he  informs  me  that  General  Winchester 
had  arrived  at  Niagara,  with  such  of  his  troops  as 
had  escaped  the  tomahawk,  and  that  they  were 
crossing  over  on  parole.  He  states  ihat,at  the  close 
of  the  action,  all  those  who.  by  wounds  or  other 
causes,  were  unable  to  march,  were  indiscrimi- 
nately put  to  death.  Such  outrageous  conduct 
will  require  serious  attention,  especially  when 
British  troops  are  concerned  in  the  action. 
I  am,  sir.  your  obedient  servant. 

„       ,    .  H.DEARBORN. 

Hon.  J.  Ar.m3tro.ng,  Sec'ry  of  tVar. 


^''The  time  for  executing  the  enterprise  will  be 
jgsvemed  by  the  opening  of  Lake  Ontario,  which 
i^ually  takes  place  about  the  first  of  April. 
rf''The  Adjutant  General  has  orders  to  put  the 
•uure  Southern  detachments  in  march  as  expe- 
^liously  as  possible.  The  two  brigades  on  Lake 
SJaiamplam  you  will  move  .-o  as  to  give  them  full 
l^e  to  reach  their  place  of  destination  by  the  25th 
^f.  March.  The  route  by  Elizabeth  will.  1  think, 
^iheshortest  and  best.  They  will  be  replaced 
£$  some  new  raised  regiments  from  the  East. 
,i- You  will  put  into  your  movements  as  much 
privacy  as  may  be  compatible  with  their  execu- 
VD.    They  may  be  masked  by  reports  that  Sack- 

i 


'  War  Department,  Feb.  24,  1813. 

Sir  :  Before  I  left  New  York,  and  till  very  re- 
cently since  ray  arrival  here.  I  was  informed 
through  various  channels,  that  a  Winter  or  Spring 
attack  upon  Kingston  was  not  practicable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  snow  which  generally  lays  to  the 
depth  of  two.  and  sometimes  three  feet,  over 
all  that  .Northern  region  during  those  seasons. 
Hence  it  is,  that  in  the  plan  recently  communi- 
cated, It  was  thought  safest  and  best  to  make  the 
attack  by  a  combination  of  naval  and  military 
means,  and  to  approach  our  object,  not  by  di- 
rectly crossing  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  ice  but 
by  selling  out  from  Sacketi's  Harbor,  m  concert 
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with,  and  under  convoy  of.  the  rteet.  Later  in- 
formation differs  from  that  on  which  this  plan 
was  founded;  and  ihe  fortunate  issue  of  Major 
Forsyth's  last  expedition  siiows  that  small  enler- 
pritfs,  at  least,  may  be  successfully  executed  at 
the  prese.Tt   si-asun.     The   advice   given    in  your 

letter  of  the instant,  has  a  bearing  also  on 

the  same  point  and  to  the  same  effect.  If  the 
enemy  be  really  weak  at  Kingston,  and  approach- 
able by  land  and  ice.  Pike  (who  will  be  a  brigadier 
in  a  day  or  two)  may  be  put  into  motion  from 
Lake  Champlain.  by  the  Chaleauge  route,  (in 
sleighs)  and.  with  the  two  bridges,  cross  the  St. 
Lawrence  where  it  may  be  thought  best,  destroy 
the  armed  ships,  and  seize  and  hold  Kingston, 
until  you  can  join  him  with  the  other  corps  des- 
tined for  the  future  objects  of  the  expedition  ;  and. 
if  pressed  by  Prevost.  before  such  junction  can 
be  effected,  he  may  withdraw  himself  to  Sack- 
eti's Harbor,  or  other  place  of  security  on  our 
side  of  the  line.  This  would  be  much  the  shorter 
rond  to  the  object,  and  perhaps  the  safer  one.  as 
the  St.  Lawrence  is  now  everywhere  well  bridged, 
and  offers  no  obstruction  to  either  attack  or  re- 
treat. Such  a  movement  will,  no  doubt,  be  soon 
known  to  Prevost.  and  cannot  but  disquiet  him. 
The  dilemma  it  presents  will  be  serious.  Either 
he  must  give  up  his  western  posts,  or.  to  save 
them,  he  must  carry  himself  in  force,  and  promptly, 
to  Upper  Canada.  In  the  latter  case,  he  will  be 
embarrassed  for  subsistence.  His  convoys  of  pro- 
vision will  l)e  open  to  our  attacks,  on  a  line  of 
nearly  one  hundred  miles,  and  his  position  at 
Montreal  much  weakened.  Another  decided  ad- 
vantage will  be.  to  let  us  into  ihe  secret  of  his 
real  strength.  If  he  be  able  to  make  heavy  de- 
tachments to  cover,  or  to  recover  Kingston,  and 
to  protect  his  supplies,  and  after  alt,  maintain 
himself  at  Montreal  and  on  Lake  Champlain,  he 
is  stronger  than  I  imagined,  or  than  any  well  au- 
thenticated reports  make  him  to  be. 

With  regard  to  our  magazines,  my  belief  is, 
that  we  have  nothing  to  fear;  because,  as  stated 
above,  Prevost's  attention  must  be  given  to  the 
Western  posts,  and  to  our  movements  against 
ihem.  He  will  not  dare  to  advance  Southwardly 
while  a  heavy  corps  is  operating  on  his  flank,  and 
menacing  his  line  of  communication.  But,  on 
the  other  supposition,  they  (the  magazines)  may 
be  easily  secured  ;  first,  by  taking  them  to  Wills- 
borough ;  or.  second,  to  Burlington  ;  or.  third,  by 
a  militia  call,  to  protect  them  where  they  are. 
Orders  are  given  for  the  march  of  the  Eastern 
volunteers,  excepting  Ulmer's  regiment  and  two 
companies  of  axe-men.  sent  to  open  the  route  to 
the  Chaudiere. 

The  Southern  detachments  will  be  much 
stronger  than  I  had  supposed  ;  that  from  Phila- 
delphia will  mount  up  nearly  to  1.000  effectives. 

With  great  respect,  dear  General.  I  am.  dec, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

QtD.  Dearborn. 


»yth.  His  koowii  zeal  fur  a  smalt  partisan  war- 
fare has  induced  me  to  give  hiiu  reptated  cauiiua 
azainst  such  measures,  on  Ins  pnrt.  a*  would  prob- 
ably produce  such  retaliating  strokes  as  he  would 
be  unable  to  resi^it  ;  but  I  fear  my  advice  has  not 
been  as  fully  attended  to  as  could  have  been 
wished.  He  is  an  excellent  officer,  and.  under 
suitable  circumstances,  would  be  of  important 
service. 

I  have  requested  the  Governor  to  order  Gene- 
ral Brown  out  with  three  or  four  hundred  of  such 
militia  as  he  can  soonest  assemble  U)  join  F'or- 
syih  ;  and  I  have  ordered  Colonel  me.  with  four 
hundred  of  his  cooimand.  to  proceed,  in  ^lelghs, 
by  what  is  considered  the  shortest  and  best  route, 
to  the  neighborhood  of  Ogdensburg,  or  to  Sack- 
ell's  Harbor.  On  his  arrival  at  Polisdam.  or  Can- 
ton, or  Russel.  he  will  be  able  to  communicate 
with  Brown  or  Forsyth,  or  both,  and  act  with 
them  as  circumstances  may  require. 

The  affair  at  Ogdensburg  will  be  a  fair  excuse 
for  moving  troops  in  that  direction  ;  and,  by  this 
movement,  it  will  be  ascertained  whether  the 
same  route  will  be  the  best  in  future;  the  distance 
by  that  route  from  Platisburg  to  Sacketi's  Har- 
bor is  but  little  more  than  one-half  of  what  it 
would  be  by  the  roaie  proposed,  and  I  am  assured 
by  a  gentleman  whom  I  can  confide  in,  that  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  by  that  route. 

Chauncey  has  not  relumed  from  New  York. 
I  am  satisfied  that,  if  he  had  arrived  as  soon  as  I 
had  expected  him,  we  might  have  made  a  stroke 
al  Kingston  on  the  ice  ;  but  his  presence  was  ne- 
cessary for  having  the  aid  of  the  seamen  and 
marines. 

From  a  letter  received  this  day  from  Colonel 
Porter,  at  Niagara,  ii  appears  that  the  enemy 
were  preparing  to  strike  at  Black  Rock.  I  can 
give  him  no  assistance. 

I  am.  sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedi- 
ent humble  servant,  H.  DEARBORN 

Hon  J.  Ab.mstrong.  Sec^ry  of  War. 


Headucarters,  Albany,  Feb.  25,  '14. 
Sir  :  I  this  day  received,  by  express,  from  Col. 
Macomb,  the  enclosed  account  from  Major  For- 


Februarv22,  1813. 

I      Sir:  I  have  only  time  to  inform  that  the  en- 

I  eray.  with  a  very  superior  force,  succeeded  in  tak- 

;  ing  Og;densburg  this  morning  about  nine  o'clock. 

They   had  about  two  men  to  our  one,  exclusive 

of  Indians.     .Numbers  of  the  enemy  are  dead  on 

the  field.    Not  more  tnan  twenty  of  our  men  killed 

and  wounded  ;  Lieutenant  Beard  is  among  the 

lati^r. 

I  have  made  a  saving  retreat  of  about  eight  or 
nine  miles.  I  could  not  get  all  the  wounded  off. 
We  have  kilted  two  of  the  enemy  to  one  of 
ours  killed  by  them.  We  want  ammunition  and 
some  provisions  sent  on  to  us,  also  sleighs  for  the 
wounded. 

If  you  can  send  me  three  hundred  men  all  shall 
be  retaken,  and   Prescott   too,  or  I  will  lose  my 
life  in  the  attempt.     I  shall  write  you  more  par- 
ticularly to-day.     Yours,  with  due  respect. 
BENJAMIN  FORSYTH, 

Capt.  Rifie  Reg.,  Commanding. 

Col.  Macomb,  SacketVt  Uarbor. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearlwrn  to  the  8ec- 
•  rotary  of  War,  dated 

V  Albany,  February  26.  1813. 

^r.  "  Having:  received  information  that  Sir  George 
,<'rcvost  was  moving  towards  Upper  Canada,  with 
jrtMnjiderable  force,  but  not  such  as  can  be  fully 
^lied  on,  I  have,  however,  ordered  four  hundred 
^lore  of  Pike's  conlmand  to  follow  the  first  de- 
jlfichraent  without  delay." 

V 

^  Headquarters,  Sackett's  Hakbor. 

-  March  3.  1813. 

.(^Sir:  Having  been  informed  that  Sir  George 
JSrevost  had  adjourned  the  Legislature  at  Quebec, 
/^signing  as  ihe  motive  that  His  Majesty'.s  ser- 
^nce  required  his  presence  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
^ving  received  certain  information  of  his  pa^-s- 
l^g  Montreal  and  having  arrived  at  Kingston,  I 
htt  out  immediately  for  this  place,  having  ordered 
ffie  force  at  Greenbush.  and  part  of  Colonel  Pike's 
Wramand,  in  sleighs,  for  this  place.  I  arrived 
^ae  in  fifty-two  hours.  I  am  now  satisfied,  from 
ivich  information  as  is  entitled  to  full  credit,  that 
l^force  has  been  collected  from  Quebec,  Montre- 
§,  and  Upper  Canada,  of  from  six  to  eight  thou- 
f«rtDd  men.,  at  Kingston,  and  that  we  may  expect 
1^x\  attack  within  forty-eight  hours,  and  perhaps 
4t>oner. 

"^  The  militia  have  been  called  in,  and  every  ef- 
j?t)rt  will.  1  tru!-t,  be  made  to  defend  the  post;  but 
^  fear  neither  the  troops  from  Greenbush  nor 
J'lattsburg  will  arrive  in  season  to  afford  their 
^id.  I  have  sent  expresses  to  have  them  hur- 
tled on. 

J  Commodore  Chauncey  has  not  arrived;  he 
i^iil  be  here  to-morrow.  The  armed  vessels  have 
ijoi  been  placed  in  the  positions  intended  by  the 
t'ommodore. 

%  Our  total  force  may  be  estimated  at  nearly  three 
Biousand  of  all  descriptions. 
j>^  .Sir  George  Prevost  is  represented  to  be  deter- 
l^ined  to  effect  his  object  at  all  events,  and  will 
ftidoubledly  make  every  effort  in  his  power  for 
^e  purpose 
?  We  shall,  I  trust,  give  him  a  warm  reception  ; 

t,  if  his  force  is  such  as  is  expected,  and  should 
liake  an   attack  before  our   troops  arrive  from 

reenbush   and    Plaltsbjrg  at  Sacketl's  Harbor. 

e  result  may  at  least  be  doubtlul. 
"'I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be.  &c. 

.'t  h.  DP^ARBORN. 

*|^on.  JOH.N  Armjjthono, 

<(►  Secretary  of  War. 


?^  Sackett'8  Harbor.  March  9,  1813. 

."^ir:  I  have  not  yet  had  the  honor  of  a  visit 
^m   Sir  George  Prevost.     His  whole  force  is 

Ificentrated  at  Kingston,  probably  amouniin<»  to 
or  sevi-n  thousand  ;  about   three  thousand  of 

•m   regular  troops.     Tlie  ice  is  good,  and  we 

jfpect  him  every  day  ;  and  every  measure  for 
Veveniing  a  surprise  is  in  constant  activity.  The 
Tpops  from  Greenbush  (upwards  of  400)  have 

►rived.     I  have   heard  nothing  from  Pike;  he 


would  be  very  important  at  this 
are   apprized   of   his  roore- 


should  have  been  here  yesterday.  I  have  sent 
three  expres.ses  loraeel  him  ;  neither  has  returned. 
I  have  suspicions  of  the  expre>.s  employed  by  the 
Quartermaster  General  to  convey  the  orders  to 
Pike  ;  the  earliest  measures  were  taken  for  con- 
veying a  duplicate  of  his  orders.  I  hope  to  hear 
from  him  to-day.  His  arrival,  with  eight  hun- 
dred good  troops, 
time.  The  enemy 
ment 

1  begin  to  entertain  some  doubts  whether  Sir 
George  will  venture  to  attack  us.  but  shall  not 
relax  in  being  prepared  to  give  him  a  decent  re- 
ception. 

I  should  feel  easier  if  Pike  should  arrive  in 
season.  1  am  in  want  of  officers  of  experience. 
My  whole  force,  exclusive  ol  seamen  and  marines, 
who  will  be  confined  to  the  vessels,  and  have  no 
share  in  the  action,  until  my  force  shall  be  worst- 
ed, amounts  to  nearly  3,000,  exclusive  of  450  mi- 
litia at  Brownville,  and  on  the  road  leading  from 
Kingston,  by  land.  Within  two  or  tnree  days 
I  may  have  3U0  more  militia  from  Rome  and 
Utica. 

The  ice  will  not  probably  be  passsable  more 
than  from  six  to  ten  days  longer;  it  is  not  usu- 
ally passable  after  the  15ih  of  March.  This  un- 
expected movement  of  the  enemy  will  effectually 
oppose  >he  movements  contemplated  on  our  part, 
and  I  shall  not  think  it  advisable  to  order  General 
Chandler  to  move  at  present.  As  soon  as  the  fall 
of  this  place  shall  be  decided,  we  shall  be  able  to 
determine  on  other  measures.  If  we  hold  this 
place,  we  will  command  the  lake,  and  be  able  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  troops  at  Niagara,  while 
Chandler's  brigade,  with  such  other  troops  as  raaf 
assemble  in  Vermont,  may  induce  a  return  of  a 
considerable  part  of  those  troops  that  have  left 
Lower  Canada. 

When  I  ordered  Pike  to  move,  I  directed  Gen- 
eral Chandler  to  have  the  provision  at  Plattsburg 
moved  to  Burlington.  There  was  but  a  small 
proportion  of  our  magazines  at  Plattsburg;  they 
are  principally  at  Burlington  and  Wliite  Hall. 
Yours,  with  respect  and  esteem. 

H.  DEARBORN. 
Hon.  John  Armstrong. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dearborn  U» 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

March  14,  1813. 
■  From  the  most  recent  and  probable  informa- 
tion I  have  obtained,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
Sir  George  Prevost  has  concluded  that  it  is  too 
late  to  attack  this  place.  He  undoubtedly  medi- 
tated a  coup-de-raain  against  the  ."^hipping  here. 
All  the  apprehension  is  now  at  Kingston.  Sir 
George  has  visited  York  and  Niagara,  and  re- 
turned to  Montreal.  Several  bodies  of  troops 
have  lately  passed  up  from  Montreal  ;  but  such 
precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent  their  num- 
ber being  ascertained,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to 
form  any  accurate  opinion  of  their  forces,  or  even 
to  imagine  very  nearly  what  they  amount  to. 
From    various  sources,  I   am   perfectly   satufied 
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that  they  are  not  in  sufficient  force  to  venture  an 
attack  on  this  place,  knowing,  as  they  do.  that 
we  have  Collected  a  fine  body  of  troops  from  Green- 
bash  and  Plattsburg,  and  that  the  militia  have 
been  called  in.  We  are  probably  just  sironir 
enough  on  each  side  to  defend  ;  but  not  in  suffi- 
cient force  to  hazard  an  offensive  movement. 
The  difference  of  attacking  and  being  aliacked, 
as  it  regards  the  contiguous  posts  of  Kingston 
and  Sackett's  Harbor,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less 
than  three  or  four  thousand  men,  arising  from 
the  circumstance  of  miliiia  acting  merely  on  the 
defensive.  I  have  ordered  General  Chandler 
with  the  9th,  21st,  and  25ih  regiments,  to  march 
for  this  place;  Clark's  regiment,  and  a  company 
of  artillery,  to  be  left  at  Burlington  for  the  pres- 
ent, where  the  regiment  will  be  filled  in  a  few 
wcf-ks.  I  have  ordered  the  recruits  for  the  three 
regiments  that  will  march  for  this  place  to  be 
sent  to  Greenbush.  and  Colonel  Lamed  is  ordered 
there  to  receive  them  with  Backus's  dismount- 
ed dragoons,  and  other  detachments  from  Pitts- 
field." 


Kxtract  of  a  letter  from   .Major  General    Dearborn  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated, 

Sackett'h  Harbor,  March  IG,  1813. 
•*  It  was  yesierday  unanimously  determined,  in 
a  council  ot  the  principal  officers,  including  Com- 
modore Chauncey,  that  we  ought  not,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  to  make  an  attempt  on 
Kingston,  before  the  naval  force  can  act.  The 
harbors  in  this  lake  will  not  probably  be  open  so 
as  to  admit  of  the  vessels  being  moved  uniil  about 
the  15!h  of  April." 


Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dearborn  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  without  date,  proposing  to  pasa 
bj  Kingston,  and  attack  York,  &.C. 

"  To  take  or  destroy  the  armed  vessels  a:  York 
will  give  us  the  complete  command  of  the  Lake. 
Commodore  Chauncey  can  take  with  him  ten  or 
twelve  hundred  troops,  to  be  commanded  by 
Pike;  take  York,  from  thence  proceed  to  .Niaga- 
ra, and  attack  Fort  George  by  land  and  water, 
while  the  troops  at  Buffalo  cross  over  and  carry 
Forts  Erie  and  Chippewa,  and  join  those  at 
Fort  George,  and  then  collect  our  whole  force  for 
an  attack  on  Kingston.  After  the  most  mature 
deliberaiion.  the  above  was  considered  by  Com- 
TBodore  Chauncey  and  myself  as  the  most  certain 
of  ultimate  success." 


Rxtract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Ma- 
jor General  Dearborn,  dated 
War  Department.  3farcA  29,  1813. 
••Your  despatches  of  the  11th  and  14ih  instant 
from  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  one  of  the  22d,  from 
Albany,  have  been    received.     The  correspond- 
ence between  you  and  Major  .Murray,  in  relation 
to  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  ha^  been  referred  lo 
the  Df'pariment  ol   State.     The  alier.uion  in  the 
Ian  of  campaign,  so  as  to  make   King>lon    the 
ast  object,  instead  of  making  it  ibe  first,  would 
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appear  to  be  necessary,  or  at  least  proper ;  but  the 
force  assigned  to  the  attack  of  the  upper  posts,  is 
believed  to  be  too  small. 

••Accident  may  prevent  a  co-operation  of  the 
corps  at  Buffalo.  That  sent  from  Sackett's  Har- 
bor should  have  in  itself  the  power  of  reducing 
Forts  George  and  Erie,  and  holding  in  check  the 
militia  who  may  be  sent  to  support  them.  The 
ships  can  give  little  aid  in  the  business,  except 
merely  in  covering  the  landing.  Double  the  num- 
ber you  propose  sending  would  not  be  loo  many. 
Various  considerations  recommend  the  employ- 
ment of  a  large  and  decisive  force,  and  none,  that 
I  can  think  of,  dissuade  from  it.  If  our  first  step 
in  the  campaign,  and  in  the  quarter  from  which 
most  is  expected,  should  t'i|il,  the  disgrace  of  our 
arms  will  be  complete.  The  public  will  lose  all 
confidence  in  us,  and  we  shall  even  cea.-.e  to  have 
any  in  ourselves.  The  party  who  first  opens  a 
campaign  has  many  advantages  over  his  antago- 
nist ;  all  of  winch,  however,  are  the  result  of  his 
being  able  to  carry  his  whole  force  agains.  a  part 
of  his  enemies.  Washington  carried  his  whole 
force  against  the  Hessians,  in  New  Jersey,  and 
beating  them,  recovered  that  moral  strength,  that 
self-confidence,  which  he  had  lost  by  many  pre- 
ceding disasters.  We  are  now  in  that  stale  of 
prostration  that  he  was  in,  after  he  crossed  the 
I)elaware;  but,  like  him.  we  may  soon  get  on 
our  legs  again,  if  we  are  able  lo  give  some  hard 
blows  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  In  this 
we  cannot  fail,  provided  the  force  we  employ 
against  his  Western  posts  be  sufficiently  heavy. 
They  uiusl  stand  or  fall  by  their  own  .••trength. 
They  are  perfectly  i-olated,  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  reinforcements  ;  send,  therefore,  a  force  that 
shall  overwhelm  ihern — that  shall  leave  nothing 
to  chance.  If  i  had  not  another  motive,  I  would 
carry  my  whole  strength,  merely  that  their  first 
service  should  be  a  successful  one.  The  good 
effects  of  this  will  be  felt  throughout  tiie  cam- 
paign. 

"  1  have  hastened  to  give  you  these  thoughts, 
under  a  full  conviction  of  their  uselulness;  and 
shall  only  add,  that  there  is  no  drawback  upon 
this  policy.  When  the  fi^ei  and  army  are  gone, 
we  have  nothing  at  Sackett's  Harbor  to  guard, 
nor  will  the  place  present  an  object  to  the  enemy. 
"  How  then  would  it  read  that  we  had  lost  our 
object  on  the  Niagara,  while  we  had  another 
briga-le  at  Sackett's  Harbor  doing  nothing?" 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dearborn,  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Alba.ny,  April  5.  1813. 

••  I  have  this  day  been  honored  with  your  letter 
of  the  29th  ultimo.  As  troops  cannot,  with  safe- 
ty, be  transported  from  Sacketl's  Harbor  to  York, 
or  Niagara,  in  baiteaux  or  flat-bottomed  boats,  I 
must  depend  on  Commodore  Chauncey's  armed 
vessels,  with  one  or  two  other  sloops,  for  the  trans- 
poriation  of  our  troops  ;  and  it  wax  considered 
doubtful,  whether  more  than  twelve  hundred  men 
could  be  so  conveyed,  which  number  1  considered 
amply  sufficient  for  the  two  first  objects  contetn- 
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'S^iated,  but  as  many  as  caa  be  transported  with 
'{^jifety  shall  be  sent.  The  co-operation  of  the 
J«roop'<  uniler  General  Lewis  may  be  relied  on. 
WJoyd  and  Winder  are  with  him,  and  nothing  but 
J^utrageous  craies  of  wind  can  prevent  success. 
*  '•  The  troops  from  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania 
iitrrived  last  evening.  They,  with  the  other  de- 
iachmenis  at  Greenbush.  will  proceed  towards 
•C^ake  Ontario  within  two  or  threedays.  As  soon 
*is  practicable,  after  sending  off  the  troops.  I  shall 
Jtaiove  Westward." 


'p  bis  ground  at 


:  War  Department.  April  19, 1813. 

^  Sir:  Taking  for  granted  that  General  Prevost 
^^s  not  been  able  or  willing  to  reinforce  Maiden. 
^,rie,  and  George,  and  that  he  has  assembled  at 
«CiDgston  a  force  of  "six  or  eight  thousand  men," 
^  stated  by  you,  we  must  conclude  that  he  means 
'^  hazard  his  more  western  posts,  shorten  his 
a*ne  of  defence,  and  place  his  right  Hank  on  Lake 
fjrptario. 

fefThis  arrangement  is,  no  doubt,  in  consequence 
^t  our  preparations  at  Sacketl's  Harbor.  These 
rjave  him   reason   to  fear   (hat  we  meant  to  cut 

\\9  line  of  communication  at  that  point,  which, 
long  as  he   has  a    hope   of  keeping  the  com- 

liind  of  tlie  lake,  is  one  of  infinite  importance  to 

is  views. 

The  danger,  however,  now  is,  that,  in  the  event 
Sj'  the  success  of  our  present  expedition,  he  may 
C»^e  this  hope,  abandon   Kingston,  and   concen- 
*ate  his  forces  at  Montreal. 
V  This  event  is.  in  my  opinion,  so  probable,  as  to 

^'••nder  necessary  a  communication  of  the  views 
6'  the  President,  in  relation  to  the  movements 
^1  your  part,  (which  shall  be  subsequent  to  those 
Jjw  making.)  on  two  suppositions: 
J  1st.  That  the  enemy  will  keep 
Xingston  ;  and, 
7  2d.  That  he  will  abandon  that  ground  and 
Withdraw  from  Montreal. 

^  On  the  first  supposition,  there  is  no  difficulty 
^1  either  selecting  our  object,  or  the  means  of 
u'ursuiog  it.  We  ought  to  destroy  the  commu- 
nication between  Kingston  and  Montreal,  by  in- 
grposing  a  competent  force  between  the  two. 
Ipid  assailing  the  former  by  a  joint  operation  of 
V^iliiary  and  naval  means. 

Local    circuraj'tances   favor    this   project.     A 

'w  armed  boats  on  Lake  St.  Francis  stops  all 

•lercourse   by   uater;   in    which   case,    cannon, 

^iilitary    stores,   and    articles  of  subsistence   in 

f^lky  cannot  be  conveyed  between  Montreal  and 

Kingston. 

j^  From  Lake  Ontario  to  Ogdensburg  we  com- 
Apnd  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  by  our 
Jrmed  ves>els,  and,  under  their  protection,  our 
•giny  can  be  passed  over  and  established  on  the 
«HDada  side,  at  the  point  deemed  most  proper 
^r  attack. 

^  On  the  other  supposition,  that  the  British  gar- 
r?i^n  is  withdrawn  from  Kingston  to  Montreal, 
5fe  old  question  of  approaching  him  by  Lake 
©■liamplain.  or  by  the  St.  Lawrence,  recurs,  and 
CJgbt  now  to  be  settled,  so  that  there  should  be 


no  unnecessary  pause  in  our  operations  at  a  later 
and  more  momentous  period  of  the  campaign. 

The  circumstances  lo  favor  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence route  are  these — 

1st.  Our  force  is  now  upon  it. 

2d.  It  furnishes  a  conveyance  by  water  the 
whole  distance. 

3d,  The  enemy  is  not  fortified  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence side,  and  has  on  it  no  strong  outposts, 
which  must  be  forced,  io  order  to  secure  our 
flanks  and  rear,  while  engaged  in  the  main  at- 
tack ;  and, 

4th.  By  approaching  his  flank  (as  this  route 
enables  you  to  do)  instead  of  his  front,  we  com- 
pel him  to  change  his  position,  in  which  case  he 
must  do  one  of  four  things;  either  he  must  oc- 
cupy the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  give  up  the 
south,  or  he  must  occupy  the  south  side  and  give 
up  the  north,  or  he  must  confine  himself  to  the 
island,  and  give  up  both  sides,  or  lastly,  he  must 
occupy  both  >ides.  and  in  this  case  expose  him- 
self to  be  beaten  in  detail. 

None  of  these  advantages  are  to  be  found  ia 
approaching  him  by  the  other  route.  Our  troops 
are  not  upon  it ;  we  cannot  move  by  water  ;  his 
outposts  are  fortified,  and  mubt  be  carried  by  as- 
sault;  his  front  is  the  only  assailable  point,  and 
that  is  covered  by  the  St.  Lawrence;  our  attack 
must  be  made  exactly  where  he  wishes  it  to  be 
made;  all  his  arrangements  and  defences  are,  of 
course,  in  full  operation,  nor  is  he  compelled  to 
disturb  them  in  the  smallest  degree.  In  a  word, 
we  must  fight  him  on  hii  previous  dispositions 
and  plans,  and  not  on  any  of  o?<r  oxen. 

These  reasons  are  deemed  conclusive  for  pre- 
ferring the  route  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  your 
measures  (subsequent  to  your  present  expedition) 
will,  therefore,  be  conformed  to  this  view  of  the 
subject. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Dearborn, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   }^Iajor  Genera]  Dearborn  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Sackett'8  Harbor,  April  23,  1813. 

"  The  troops  embarked  yesterday.  Every  Tea- 
sel is  crowded  with  as  many  men  as  possible; 
the  total  number,  1600,  of  the  best  men.  I  trust 
we  shall  sail  within  one  or  two  hours.  If  the 
sails  for  a  new  vessel  arrive  within  a  day  or  two, 
and  a  small  sloop  from  Oswego,  which  ought  to 
have  been  here  five  days  since,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  more  men  will  go  in  them.  The  ice  did  not 
move  out  until  the  19th;  I  arrived  on  the  20th." 


Headquarters,  York,  Upper  Canada, 

April  28,  1813. 
Sir  :  After  a  detention  of  some  days,  by  ad- 
verse winds,  we  arrived  here  yesterday  morning, 
and  at  eight  o'clock  commenced  landing  our 
troops  about  three  miles  westward  of  the  town, 
and  one  and   a  half  from   the  enemy's  works. 
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The  wind  was  high  and  in  an  unfavorable  direc- 
tion for  our  boats,  which  prevented  the  troops 
landing  at  a  clear  field,  (the  ancient  nte  of  the 
French  fort  Tarento.)  The  unfavorable  wind 
prevented  as  many  of  the  armed  vessels  from 
taking  such  positions  as  would  effectually  cover 
our  landing  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done  ; 
but  everything  that  could  be  done  was  effected. 
Our  riflemen  under  .Major  Forsyth  first  landed 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Indians  and  other  troops. 
General  Sheaffe  commanded  in  person.  He  had 
collected  his  whole  force  in  the  woods  near  where 
the  wind  obliged  our  troops  to  land,  consisting 
of  about  seven  hundred  regulars  and  miliiKj.  and 
one  hundred  Indians.     Major  Forsyth  was  sup- 

orted,  as  promptly  as  possible,  with  other  troops  ; 

ut  the  contest  was  sharp  and  severe  for  near 
half  an  hour.  The  enemy  was  repulsed  by  a  far 
less  number  than  their  own,  and  as  soon  as  Gen- 
eral Pike  landed  with  seven  or  eight  hundred 
men,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  push- 
ing for  the  shore,  the  enemy  retreated  to  their 
works  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  whole  of  the  troops 
had  landed  and  formed  on  the  clear  ground  in- 
tended fur  the  first  landing,  they  advanced  through 
a  thick  wood  lo  the  open  ground  near  the  ene- 
my's works,  and  after  carrying  one  battery  by 
assault,  were  moving  on  in  columns  towards  the 
main  works:  when  the  head  of  the  columns  was 
within  about  sixty  rods  of  the  enemy,  a  tremen- 
dous explosion  occurred  from  a  large  magazine 
prepared  for  the  purpose,  which  discharged  such 
immense  quantities  of  stone  as  to  produce  a  most 
unfortunate  effect  on  our  troops.  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  collect  the  returns  of  our  kilK-d  and 
wounded,  but  our  loss  by  the  explosion  must,  I 
fear,  exceed  one  hundred;  and  among  iheiii  I 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  the  brave  and  excel- 
lent officer  Brigadier  General  Pike.f^ho  received 
such  A  contusion  from  a  large  ston^^s  termina- 
ted his  valuable  life  within  a  few  hours.  His 
loss  will  be  severely  felt.  Previous  to  the  ex- 
plosion, the  enemy  had  retired  into  town,  except- 
ing a  party  of  regular  troops,  which  did  not  re- 
tire early  enough  to  avoid  the  shock  ;  it  is  said 
that  upwards  of  forty  of  them  were  destroyed. 
General  Sheaffe  moved  off  with  the  regular 
troops,  and  left  directions  with  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  militia  to  make  the  best  terms  he 
could.  In  the  meantime,  all  further  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ceased,  and  the  out- 
lines of  a  capitulation  were  agreed  on.  As  soon 
as  I  was  informed  of  General  Pike's  being  wound- 
ed, I  went  on  shore.  I  had  been  induced  to  con- 
fide the  immediate  command  of  the  troops  in 
action  to  General  Pike  from  a  conviction  that  he 
fully  expected  it,  and  would  be  much  moriifiel 
at  being  deprived  of  the  tionor,  which  he  highly 
appreciated.  Every  movement  was  under  my 
view.  Our  troops  behaved  with  great  firmness, 
and  deserve  much  applause,  especially  those  who 
were  first  engaged,  under  circumstances  that 
would  have  tried  the  firmness  of  veterans.  Our 
loss  in  the  action  in  the  morning,  and  in  carry- 
ing the  first  battery,  was  not  great,  prub.ibly 
about  fifty  killed   and   wounded  ;  amon'»   thetn 


were  a  full  proportion  of  officers  ;  and  although 
the  enemy  had  a  decided  advantage  in  point  of 
numbers  and  position  at  the  commencement, 
their  loss  was  greater  than  ours,  particularly  in 
officers. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  exertion  that  the  small 
vessels  of  the  fleet  could  work  into  the  harbor 
against  a  gale  of  wind  directly  ahead;  but  as 
soon  as  they  got  in  contact  with  the  batteries  a 
tremendous  cannonade  commenced  from  24  and 
32pounders,  and  was  kept  up  without  intermis- 
sion under  a  heavy  fire  from  two  batteries,  until 
the  enemy's  batteries  were  carried  or  blown  up 
by  the  explosion,  which  undoubtedly  had  a  pow- 
erful effect  on  the  enemy.  I  am  under  the  great- 
est obligations  to  Commodore  Chauncey  for  his 
able  and  indefatiijable  exertions  in  every  possible 
I  mann-r  that  could  give  facility  and  effect  to  the 
t  expedition.  He  is  equally  estimable  for  deliber- 
ate, sound  judgment,  bravery,  and  industry.  The 
Government  could  not  have  made  a  more  fortu- 
nate selection  for  the  important  trust  he  holds. 
Unfortunately,  thp  enemy's  armed  ship,  the 
'•Prince  Regent."  left  this  place  for  Kingston 
four  days  before  we  arrived.  A  large  ship  on 
the  stocks,  and  nearly  planked  up.  with  a  large 
stock  of  naval  stores,  was  set  on  fire  by  the  ene- 
my soon  after  the  explosion  of  the  magazine. 
There  are  no  vessels  fit  for  use  in  the  harbor,  A 
considerable  quantity  of  military  stores  and  pro- 
visions remained.  We  shall  not  possess  the  means 
of  transporting  the  prisoners  from  this  place,  and 
must  of  course  leave  them  on  parole.  I  hope  we 
shall  so  far  complete  the  necessary  measures  at 
this  place  in  the  course  of  this  day  as  to  be  able 
to  sail  to-morrow  for  Niagara,  by  which  route  1 
send  this  by  a  small  vessel,  with  notice  to  Gene- 
ral Lewis  of  our  approach. 

I  am.  sir.  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong.  Sec'ry  of  War. 


Headquarters.  Niagara,  May  3.  1813. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  last  evening  with 
Commodore  Chauncey  in  his  fast-sailing  schooner 
the  Lady  of  the  Lake:  we  left  the  fleet  with  the 
troops  on  board  in  York  road.  The  wind  has 
been  so  unfavorable  as  to  render  it  impracticable 
to  come  to  this  place  with  any  prospect  of  effect- 
ing a  landing. 

I  have  had  a  conference  with  Generals  Lewis. 
Boyd,  and  Winder,  at  which  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey was  present.  I  did  not  find  the  preparations 
at  this  place  as  complete  as  could  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  but  as  soon  as  the  wind  will  permit,  we 
shall  make  a  descent.  Commodore  Chauncey 
has  returned  to  the  fleet,  and  will  sail  for  this 
place  as  soon  as  he  shall  judge  the  wind  favora- 
ble for  crossing  and  landing  the  troops.  In  the 
meantime  we  shall  be  preparing  to  act  in  con- 
cert. General  BoyJ  will  take  command  of  the 
brigade  lately  commanded  by  General  Pike.  We 
find  the  weather  on  this  lake  at  this  season  of  the 
year  such  as  to  render  naval  operations  extreme- 
ly tedious   and    uncertain,  especially  when  we 
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^ave  to  debark  troops  on  the  shore  of  the  lake' 
>vhere  there  are  no  harbors.  Westerly  winds 
re  necc^^sary;  we  have  none  but  easterly.  I 
iave  no  doubt  of  ultimate  success,  unless  har- 
ssed  and  dispersed  by  the  elements. 
2  I  enclose  a  return  uf  the  killed  and  wounded. 
jVou  will  observe  the  loss  was  very  small  except- 
^'ng  that  produced  by  the  explosion.  As  nearly 
^s  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  loss  of  the 
Cnemy  amounted  from  ninety  to  one  hundred 
ijilled,  two  hundred  wounded,  and  upwards  of 
ree  hundred  prisoners.  I  have  nut  been  able 
',>  ascertain  precisely  the  number  of  the  militia 
ut  oil  their  parole;  I  presume  it  could  not  be 
is  than  five  hundred.  There  was  an  immense 
^<pot  of  naval  and  military  store?.  York  was 
Tie  principal  depot  for  Niagara  and  Detroit; 
^nd,  notwithstanding  the  immense  amount  which 
^as  destroyed  by  them,  we  found  more  than  we 
^uld  brinij  off.     General  Sheaffe's  b.ifjpage  and 

t^^pers  fell  into  my  hands.  These  papers  are  a 
etluable  acquisition  ;  I  have  not  had  time  for  a 
fU  examination  of  them,  A  scalp  was  found  in 
je  Executive  and  Legislative  Chamber,  sus- 
Wnded  near  the  Speaker's  chair,  in  company 
with  the  mace  and  other  emblems  of  royalty.  1 
fcjtend  sending  it  to  you  with  a  correct  account 
*f  the  facts  relative  to  the  place  and  situation  in 
j^hich  it  was  found. 

*■  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
our  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 
t   Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  ikcry  of  War. 

r  HEADQrARTERd,  NiAGARA,  -Way  13,  1813. 

^,. Sir:  Commodore    Chauncey,    with    the    fleet 
^id  troops,  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the 
:t'ih,  and   in   the  course   of  the   night  the  troops 
Vers  debarked  in  a  very  sickly  or  depressed  state. 
Ti^  large  proportion  of  the  officers  and  men  were 
-fckly  and    debilitated.     It  was  deemed   expedi- 
•  nl  to  give  iheOi  time  to  recruit  their  health  and 
spirits,  and   in  the  meantime  for  the  fleet  to  re- 
.|nrn  to  Sacketi's  Harbor,  and  take  on  board  one 
iytptiusand  additional  troops;  and  orders  were  de- 
spatched to  Utica,  Rome,  and  Oswego,  to  have 
i(ie  troops  at  those  places  forwarded  here  in  boats 
^om  Oswego.     Backus's  corps  of  light  dragoons, 
About  four  hundred,  principally  dismounted,  and 
Jve  hundred  of  the  llth  regiment  from  Burling- 
^Q     have    beeu    ordered    to    Sacketi's    Harbor. 
,^'hese,  with  three  hundreJ  volunteers,  and  a  full 
Vt'fijpany  of  artillery,  are  to   form  a  garrison  at 
itm  place.     Additional  cannon  will  be  mounted. 
jPieneral  Brown  of  the  militia  has  been  requested 
|4u  hold  three  or  four  hundred  men  of   the  imme- 
lilUe  vicinity  in  readiness  to  aiJ  the  garrison,  in 
^e  event  of  any  attack.     My  intention  is  to  cot- 
4?«i  the   main   body  of  the  troops  at  this  place, 
l^od  as  soon   as  Commodore  Ctiauncey  returns. 
Vod  the  forcesfrom  Oswego  arrive,  to  commence 
-i>jKrations  in  as  spirited  and  effectual  a  manner 
iks   practicable.     This   change    in    the    proposed 
>grEiem  of  operations  has  been  rendered  nece8>ary 
i^y  a  long  series  of  the  most  unfortunate  wtnds 
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and  weather  that  could  have  occurred  at  this 
season,  and  such  as  could  not  have  been  conteon- 
plated. 

Colonel  Scott  reached  this  yesterday  in  boats 
from  Oswego,  with  three  hundred  men.  He  was 
seven  days  wind  bound  in  different  places,  and 
narrowly  escaped  the  loss  of  nis  boats  and  men. 
I  had  expected  him  on  the  3d.  I  had  almost 
given  him  up  for  lost. 

General  Harrison  is  invested  ;  and  presuming 
on  the  uncertainty  of  events,  I  shall  make  calcu- 
lation of  a  reinforcement  to  the  enemy  of  British 
and  Indians  from  Detroit.  We  shall  be  prepared 
for  them  ;  and  I  shall  consider  a  concentration 
of  their  force  rather  as  «  fortunate  circumstance 
than  otherwise. 

I  observed  m  a  former  letter,  that,  on  my  arri- 
val here  on  the  evening  of  the  2d.  the  prepara- 
tions for  an  immediate  co-operation  were  not  as 
complete  as  could  have  been  expected.  General 
Lewis  was  at  fourteen  miles  distance.  Winder, 
with  his  command,  was  at  Black  Rock.  The 
boats  had  not  been  transported  from  Schlosser; 
not  one  of  the  scows  completed  ;  the  heavy  gunu 
and  mortars  not  placed  in  the  batteries;  two  18 
and  two  12pounders  not  mounted  ;  but.  with  all 
these  defects,  we  should  have  made  an  attack  on 
the  4lh  or  5th,  if  the  fleet  had  arrived  with  the 
troops  in  health,  on  the  3d,  as  was  expected. 

(  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully, 
your  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  J.  Ahmhtrong,  Sec'ri/q/"  IVar. 


HcADQUARTERa,  FoRT  GeORGE, 

Uppkr  Canada,  May  27,  1813. 

Sir:  The  light  troops  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Scott   and   Major    Forsyth    landed    this 
morning  at  \)  o'clock.     .Major   General    Lewis's 
divi.<ion,  with  Colonel  Porler'scommand  of  light 
artillery,   supported   them.     General   Boyd's  bri- 
gade landed  immediately  afier   the  li^hl  troops, 
and  Greoerals  Winder  and  Chandler  followed  in 
quick  .succession.     The  landing  was  warmly  and 
obstinately  disputed    by   the   British  forces;  but 
the  coolness  and  intrepidity  of  our  troops  soon 
compelled  them   to  give  ground  in  every  direc- 
tion.    General  Chandler,  with  the  reserve,  (com- 
posed of   his  brigade  and  Colonel  Macomb's  ar- 
tillery.) covered  the  whole.     Commodore  Chaun- 
cey had  made  the  most  judicious  arrangements 
for  Bilencing  the  enemy's  batteries  nec;r  the  point 
of  landing.     The  Army  is  under  the  greatest  ob- 
ligation  to    that  able   naval  commander  for  his 
indefatigable  exertions,  in  co-operation  in  all  its 
important  movements,  and  especially  in  its  oper- 
ation.'* this  day.     Our  batteries  succeeded  in  ren- 
dering Fort   George  untenable  ;  and    when    the 
enemy  had   been  beaten  from    his   position,  and 
found   it  necessary  to   reenter   it,  after  firing  a 
few  guns,  and  setting  fire  to  the  magiizine.*  which 
soon   exploded,    moved    off  rapidly    by    different 
routes.     Our  light   troops  pursued   them  several 
miles.     The  troops  having  tjeen  under  arms  from 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning  were  too  much  ex- 
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faausted  for  any  further  pursuit.  We  are  now  in 
possession  of  Fort  George  and  its  immediate  de- 
pendencies ;  to-morrow  we  shall  proceed  further 
on.  The  behaviour  of  our  troops,  both  officers 
and  men,  entitles  them  to  the  highest  praise; 
and  the  difference  in  our  loss  with  that  of  the 
enemy,  when  we  consider  the  advaniaies  his 
positions  afforded  him,  is  astonishing.  We  had 
seventeen  killed  and  forty-five  wounded.  The 
enemy  had  ninety  killed  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  wounded  of  the  regular  troops.  We  have 
taken    one  hundred   prisoners,  exclusive  of   the 


main  body  at  the  Beaver  Dams,  he  broke  up  yes- 
terday precipitately,  continued  his  route  along 
the  mountain,  and  will  reach  the  head  of  the 
Lake  by  that  route.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Preston 
took  possession  of  Fort  Erie  and  its  dependencies 
last  evening.  The  fort  had  been  abandoned,  and 
the  magazines  blown  up.  I  have  ordered  Gen- 
eral Lewis  to  return  wiihout  delay  to  this  place, 
and,  if  the  winds  favor  us.  we  may  yet  cut  off  the 
enemy's  retreat  at  York;  but.  unfortunately,  we 
have  plenty  of  rain  but  no  wind;  it  may.  how- 
ever, change  fi)r  the  better  in  a  lew  hours.    1  shall 


wounded.     Colonel    Meyers,    of   the    49th,    was  I  afford  Commodore  Chauncey  every  facility  in  my 


wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  Of  ours  only  one 
commissioned  officer  was  killed.  Lieutenant  Ho- 
bart,  of  the  light  artillery.  Enclosed  is  the  report 
of  Major  General  Lewis. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  consid- 
eration and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 
Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  IVar. 


Dear  Sir 


On  the  Field,  one  o'clock, 

May  27,  1813. 
:  Fort  George  and  its  dependencies 
are  ours.  The  enemy,  beaten  at  all  points,  has 
blown  up  his  magazines  and  retired.  It  is  impos- 
sible at  this  moment  to  say  any  thing  of  individual 
gallantry.  Tnere  was  no  man  uho  did  not  per- 
form his  duty  in  a  manner  which  did  honor  to 
himself  and  his  country.  Scott  and  Forsyth's 
commands,  supported  by  Boyd's  and  Winder's 
brigades,  sustained  the  brunt  of  the  action.  Our 
loss  is  trifling;  perhaps  not  more  than  twenty 
killed,  and  twice  that  number  wounded.  The 
.enemy  left  in  the  hospital  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  and  I  sent  several  on  board  the  fleet.  We 
have  also  made  about  one  hundred  prisoners  of 
the  regular  forces. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

MORGAN  LEWIS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Dearborn, 

Commanderin  Chief  Northern  Army. 


power  in  his  preparations  for  commanding  Lake 
Erie.  He  is  very  anxious  to  return  to  Sackett's 
Harbor;  for.  until  his  other  ship  is  fitted,  it  is  not 
certain  that  he  can  continue  in  the  command  of 
Lake  Ontario.  I  was  the  last  evening  honored 
with  your  despatches  of  the  15th  instant.  I  have 
taken  measures  in  relation  to  the  twenty-three 
prisoners  who  are  to  be  put  in  close  confinement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  consider- 
ation and  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  JouN  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dearborn  to  the 
Secretary  ot  War,  dated 

Newark.  Upper  Canada,  June  A,  1813. 

"Chandler  and  Winder  are  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  who  has  halted  abjut  fifty-five  miles  from 
here.  I  am  still  very  feeble,  and  gain  strength 
but  slowly." 


Sir: 


HEADUtARTERS,  FOHT  GeOROE, 

June  6,  1813. 
Sir:  I  have  received  an  express  from  the  head 
of  the  Lake  this  evening,  with  the  intelligence 
that  our  troops  were  attacked,  at  two  o'clock  this 
morning,  by  the  whole  British  force  and  Indians; 
and,  by  some  strange  fatality,  though  our  loss  in 
numbers  was  small,  and  the  enemy  was  com- 
pletely routed  and  driven  from  the  field,  both 
Brigadier  Generals  Chandler  and  Winder  were 
taken   prisoners.     They  had   advanced    to  ascer- 


Headciuartcrb,  F'ort  Georoe, 

May  29,  1813. 
General  Lewis  was  ordered  to  march  yes-    tain  the  situation  of  a  company  of  artillery  when 


terday  morning  with  Chandler's  and  Winder's 
brigades,  the  light  artillery,  dragoons,  light  in- 
fantry, and  riflemen,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  by 
the  way  of  Q,ueenstown.  I  had  received  satis- 
factory information  that  the  enemy  had  made  a 
stand  on  the  mountain,  at  a  place  called  the  Bea 


the  attack  commenced.  General  Chandler  had 
'  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  was  bruised  by  the 
I  fall.  General  Vincent,  their  commander,  is  sup- 
;  posed  to  have  been  killed.  Colonel  Clark  was 
'  mortally  wounded,  and  fell    into  our   hands  with 

sixty  prisoners  of  the  49ih.     The  command   de- 


ver  Dams,  where  he  had  a  deposite  of  provisions  volved  on  Colonel  Burn,  who  has  retired  to  the 
and  stores,  and  that  he  had  been  joined  by  three  |  Forty  Mile  creek.  If  either  of  the  general  offi- 
hundred    regulars    from    Kingston,    landed    from  !  cers  had  remained  in  command,  the  enemy  would 


small  vessels  near  the  head  of  the  Lake.  I  had 
ascertained  that  he  was  calling  in  the  militia, 
and  had  presumed  that  he  would  confide  in  the 
strength  of  his  position,  and  venture  an  action,  by 
which  an  opportunity  would  be  afforded  to  cut  off 
his  retreat. 

I  have  been  disappointed.    Although  the  troops 
from  Fort   Erie  and  Chippewa   had  joined   the 
13UiCoN.  2d  Sess.— 75 


have  been  pursued  and  cut  up,  or  if  Colonel  Burn 
had  been  an  officer  of  infantry.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  kilU-d.  wounded,  and  prisoners,  must 
exceed  two  hundred  and  fifiy.  The  enemy  sent 
in  a  fl.<g  next  morning,  with  a  request  to  bury 
their  dead.  Generals  Lewis  and  Boyd  set  off 
immediately  to  join  the  advanced  army.  I  never 
so  severely  felt  the  want  uf  health  as  at  present 
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>t  a  time  when  my  services  might,  perhaps,  be 

inost  useful.    I  hope  General  Hampton  will  re- 

'pair  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

^     With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

^our  most  obedient  servant, 

i'  H.  DEARBORN. 

^    Hon.  JouN  Armstrong. 

j!  Secretary  of  fVar. 

f  Jdne  8,  1813. 

There  was  a  mistake  in  the  arrival  of  the  ex- 
press mail.    Since  writincr  the  above,  the  enemy's 
fJ9(»t   has   passed,  consisting  of  two  large  ships 
^bd  four  heavy  schooners.     I  have,  consequently, 
*!«eraed  it  prudent  to  concentrate   the  forces  at 
jj^is  point.  H.  D. 


r  Headquarters,  Fort  George, 

''A  June  S,  1813. 

V-  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letters  of 
-ftie  26th  and  37ih  ultimo,  and  a  duplicate  of  one 
^{  the  lOih  of  April.     My  ill  state  of  health  ren- 
l^rs  it  extremely  painful  to  attend  to  the  current 
.Allies;  and.  unless  my  health   improves  soon,  I 
<l9ar  I  shall  be  compelled  to  retire  to  some   place 
•(/here  my  mind  may  be  more  at  ease  for  a  short 
$/tne.    Colonel  Macomb  proceeded  with  two  hun- 
ilred    men.   with    the  Commodore,  to    Sacketi's 
^^(arbor.     Lieutenant    Colonel    Ripley    has    also 
:)|one.  by  the  way  of  Oswego,  to  the  harbor,  with 
r*iis  regiment,  where  he  will  be  joined  by  several 
rvljtjndred  recruits ;  he  took  charge  of  the   provis- 
AyDs  to  Oswego.    The  Commodore  will  not  prob- 
ably venture  out  until  his  new  >.hip  is  fit  for  sea. 
^'he  enemy  has  now  the  command  of  the  Lake. 
'■^nd,  as  long  as   that   is   the  case,  any  offensive 
derations  below  this  must  be  suspended.     I   had 
jpitended  placing  a  small  garrison  at  Fort  Erie. 
iCnd  a  stronger  one  at  Fort  George;  but,  as  you 
-^ave  directed  otherwise.  I  shall  select  Fort  George. 
tiS  guarding  the  only  harbor  on  the  southern  shore 
yi  the  Lake.     Detroit  will  be  the  safest  harbor  on 
Aake  Erie.     I   have,  by  the   request  of  Commo- 
■^ore  Chauncey,  detached   two  hundred   men   to 
^rtid  Captain  Perry  in  removing  his  armed  vessels 
from  Black  Rock   to  Presque   Isle.     Commodore 
."■^hauncey  is  unwilling  to  approach  Maiden,  un- 
3(5l"ss  he  can  have  a  reinforcement  to  General  Har- 
^  juiOQ  of  our  regulars.     As  my  command  does  not 
Vvjtend  to  Maiden,  I  ask  your  directions  on   this 
.%t*ibject.     The   Commodore   is  anxious  that   his 
^t^^et  on  Lake  Erie  should  proceed  with  troops  to 
Jklichilimackinac  and  St.  Joseph,  as  soon  as  the 
business  shall  be  decided  at  Detroit.     On  taking 
*5pssession  of  this  place,  the  inhabitants  came  in 
^j  numbers, and  gave  their  paroles.    I  liave  prom- 
5red  them  protection.    A  large  majority  are  friend- 
5/  to  the  United  States,  and  fixed  in  their  hatred 
Jtgainst  the  Government  of  Great  Brilan.    If  they 
)Jhould  generally  be  made  prisoners  of  war.  and 
!iaken  from  their  families,  it  would   have  a   most 
Unfavorable  effect  on  our  military  operations  in 
^e   provinces.     The    whole   country   would    be 
4^iven  to  a  state  of  desperation,  and  satisfy  them. 
*»eyond  a  doubt,  that  we  had  no  intention  of  hold- 
tjog  lUe  provinces.    The  same  effect  would  be 

I' 


produced  on  the  Indians,  who  are  now  principally 
quiet  for  fear  of  losing  their  valuable  tract  of  land 
I  on  Grand  river.  I  had  authorized  the  civil  ma- 
1  gistrates  to  combine  in  the  due  exercise  of  their 
functions,  and  cannot,  with  propriety,  revoke  this 
authority,  unless  specially  directed. 

The  whole  of  our  troops,  officers,  and  men,  in 

j  the  action   of  the   27tli.  discovered   a   degree  of 

ardor  and  readiness  for  action,  which   evinced  a 

1  determination    to   do   honor    to   themselves  and 

country.     The  animating  example  set  by  Colonel 

Scott  and  General  Boyd,  in  landing  and  repulsing 

the  enemy,  deserves   particular   mention.     I  am 

greatly  indebted  to  Colonel  Porter,  Major  Armis- 

I  tead,  and  Captain  Toiten.  for  their  judicious  ar- 

1  rangements  and  skilful  execution  in  demolishing 

the  enemy's  forts  and  batteries,  and  to  the  officers 

of  the  artillery  generally,  who  had  the  direction 

of  the  guns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant. 

H.  DEARBORN. 
Hon.  John  Armstrong. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Morgan  Lewis 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Niagara,  June  14,  1813. 

"You  will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed  copy  of 
orders,  marked  1,  that  General  Dearborn,  from 
indisposition,  has  resigned  the  command,  not  only 
of  the  Niagara  array,  but  ot  the  district.  I  have 
doubts  whether  he  will  ever  again  be  fit  for  ser- 
vice. He  has  been  repeatedly  in  a  slate  of  con- 
valescence, but  relapses  on  the  least  agitation  of 
mind. 

"In  my  last.  I  mentioned  the  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance of  the  capture  of  our  two  Brigadiers, 
Chandler  and  Winder.  The  particulars  are  de- 
tailed in  the  report  of  Colonel  Burn,  marked  2, 
which  he  gives  from  the  best  information  he 
could  collect.  His  corps  lay  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  the  scene  of  active  operation,  as  you 
will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  diagram.  The  light 
corps  spoken  of,  were  Captains  Hindman's,  Nich- 
olas's, and  Biddle's  companies,  of  the  2d  artillery, 
serving  as  infantry.  These  three  gentlemen,  and 
Captains  Archer  and  Towson,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, and  Leonard  of  the  light  artillery,  are  sol- 
diers who  would  honor  any  service.  Their  gal- 
lantry, and  that  of  their  companies,  was  equally 
conspicuous  on  this  occasion  as  in  the  affair  of 
the  27th  ultimo.  A  view  of  General  Chandler's 
encampment  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  his 
disaster  was  owing  to  its  arrangement ;  its  centre 
being  its  weakest  point,  and  that  being  discovered 
by  the  enemy  in  the  evening,  received  the  com- 
bined attack  of  his  whole  force,  and  his  line  was 
completely  cut.  It  is  said,  though  I  cannot  vouch 
for  its  truth,  that  General  Winder  saw  ihis,  and 
remonstrated  against  it.  The  gallantry  of  the 
5th.  25ih,  and  part  of  the  23d,  and  light  troops, 
saved  the  army;  of  the  5th.  it  is  said,  that,  when 
the  day  broke,  not  a  man  was  missing;  and  that 
a  part  of  the  23d;  under  Major  Armstrong,  was 
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found  sustaining  its  left  flank.  Their  fire  was  ir- 
resistible, and  the  enemy  was  compelled  to  give 
way.  Could  he  have  been  pressed  the  next  morn- 
ing, his  destruction  was  inevitable.  He  was  dis- 
persed in  every  direction,  and  even  his  command- 
ing General  was  missing,  without  his  hat  or  horse. 
I  understand  he  was  found  the  next  evening, 
almost  famished,  at  a  distance  of  four  miles  from 
the  scene  of  action. 

''Lieutenant  McChesney's  gallantry  recovered 
a  piece  of  artillery,  and  prevented  the  capture  of 
others.     He  merits  promotion  for  it. 

"On  the  evening  of  the  sixth  of  June,  I  received 
the  order  No.  4,  and  joined  the  army  at  five  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  7th.  I  found  it  at  the  Forty 
Mile  creek,  ten  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  ground  on 
which  it  had  been  attacked,  encamped  on  a  plain 
of  about  a  mile  in  width,  with  its  right  Hank  on 
the  Lake,  and  its  left  on  the  creek,  which  skirts 
the  base  of  a  perpendicular  mountain  of  consider- 
able height.  On  ray  route,  I  received  Nos,  Sand 
6,  enclosed. 

"At  6  in  the  evening,  the  hostile  fleet  hove  in 
sight,  though  its  character  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained with  precision.  We  lay  on  our  arms  all 
night.  At  dawn  of  day  struck  our  tents,  and  de- 
scried the  hostile  squadron  abreast  of  us,  about  a 
mile  from  the  shore.  Our  boats,  which  trans- 
ported the  principal  part  of  our  baggage  and  camp 
equipage,  lay  on  the  beach ;  it  was  a  dead  calm  ; 
and,  about  six,  the  enemy  towed  in  a  large  schoon- 
er, which  opened  her  fire  on  our  boats.  As  soon 
as  she  stood  for  shore,  her  object  being  evident,  I 
ordered  down  Archer's  and  Towson's  companies, 
with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  to  resist  her  attempts. 
I,  at  the  same  time,  sent  Captain  Totten,  of  the 
engineers,  (a  most  valuable  officer.)  to  construct 
a  temporary  furnace  for  heating  shot,  which  was 
prepared  and  in  operation  in  less  than  thirty 
minutes.  Her  fire  was  returned  with  a  vivacity 
and  effect  (excelled  by  no  artillery  in  the  universe) 
which  soon  compelled  her  to  retire.  A  party  of 
savages  now  made  their  appearance  on  the  brow 
of  the  mountain,  (which,  being  perfectly  bald,  ex- 
hibited them  to  view.)  and  commenced  a  fire  on 
our  camp.  I  ordered  Colonel  Chrystie  to  dislodge 
them,  who  entered  on  the  service  with  alacrity. 
but  found  himself  anticipated  by  Lieutenant  El- 
dridge.  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  who.  with  a 
promptness  and  gallantry  highly  honorable  to  that 
young  officer,  had  already  gained  the  summit  of 
the  mountain  with  a  parly  of  volunteers,  and 
routed  the  barbarian  allies  of  the  Defender  of  the 
Christian  Faith.  This  young  man  merits  the  no- 
tice of  Government. 

'These  little  affairs  cost  us  not  a  man.  Sir 
James  L.  Yeo,  being  disappointed  of  a  tragedy, 
next  determined,  in  true  dramatic  style,  to  amuse 
us  with  a  farce.  An  officer  with  a  Hag  was  sent 
to  me  from  his  ship,  advising  me  that,  as  I  was 
invested  with  savages  in  ray  rear,  a  Heet  in  ray 
front,  and  a  powerful  army  on  ray  flank,  he.  and 
the  officers  commanding  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
land  lorces,  thought  it  a  duty  to  demand  a  sur- 
render of  ray  army.  I  answered  that  the  raessage 
was  too  ridiculous  to  merit  a  reply.     No.  7  was 


delivered  to  rae  at  about  six  this  morning.  Be- 
tween seven  and  eight  o'clock,  the  few  wagons 
we  had  being  loaded,  first  with  sick,  and  next 
with  ammunition,  dec,  the  residue  of  camp  equi- 
page and  baggage  was  put  in  the  boats,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  two  hundred  men  of  the  6lh  regi- 
ment detailed  to  proceed  in  thera.  Orders  were 
prepared  to  be  given  thera  to  defend  the  boats, 
and,  if  assailed  by  any  of  the  eneray's  sraall  ves- 
sels, to  carry  them  by  boarding.  By  some  irreg- 
ularity which  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover, 
the  boats  put  off  without  the  detachments,  in- 
duced probably  by  the  stillness  of  the  morning. 
When  they  had  progressed  about  three  miles,  a 
breeze  sprung  up.  and  an  armed  schooner  over- 
hauled them.  Those  who  were  enterprising  kept 
oa  and  escaped  ;  otliers  ran  to  the  short',  and  de- 
serted their  boats.  We  have  lost  twelve  of  the 
number,  principally  containing  the  baggage  of 
the  officers  and  men. 

"At  ten,  I  put  the  army  in  motion  on  our  re- 
turn to  this  place.  The  savages  and  incorporated 
militia  hung  on  our  flanks  and  rear  throughout 
the  march,  and  picked  up  a  few  stragglers.  On 
our  retiring,  the  British  army  advanced,  and  now 
occupies  the  ground  we  left." 


Papers  referred  to  by  General  Lewis. 

Headquarters,  Niagara,  June  0,  1813. 

Dear  General:  You  will  please  to  proceed, 
with  p.s  little  delay  as  may  be,  and  lake  command 
of  the  advanced  army.  Brigadier  Generals  Boyd 
and  Swartwout,  and  Colonel  Scott,  will  accom- 
pany you.  I  have  ordered  an  additional  escort 
of  light  artillery,  to  be  equipped  as  cavalry,  to 
attend  you.  You  will  attack  the  enemy  as  soon 
as  practicable;  your  force  will  insure  success. 
Every  possible  eflort  should  be  made  for  prevent- 
ing the  enemy's  escape. 

May  success  and  glory  attend  you. 
Yours,  with  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Major  General  Lewis. 


Niagara,  June  6,  1813. 
Dear  General:  A  ship  having  appeared  this 
morning  steering  towards  the  head  of  the  Lake, 
which  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  enemy's  ships, 
(others  are  appearing.)  you  will  please  to  return 
with  the  troops  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 
Yours,  with  esteem, 

h.  dearborn. 

P.  S.  The  object  of  the  enemy's  fleet  must  be 
intended  to  cover  the  retreat  of  their  troops,  or  to 
bring  on  a  reinforcement.  H.  D. 

Major  General  Lewis. 


June  6,  1813. 

It  is  possible  the  fleet  in  sight  may  be  our  own  ; 
a  few  hours  will  probably  enable  you  to  determine 
and  act  accordingly.  H.  DEARBORN. 

General  Lewis. 
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<*jpBAR  General:  I  am  induced  to  suspect  that 

fr  enemy's  fleet  have  an  intention  on  this  place. 
f/o  small  schooners  have  been  examining  ihe 
iX^re  very  minutely  for  three  or  four  hours  this 
»t*rnoon.  They  have  gone  on  towards  the  head 
A  the  Lake,  and  their  ships  appear  to  have  taken 
jp  same  course.  They  may  take  on  board  addi- 
^-nai  troops  near  the  head  of  the  Lake,  and  be 
kge  before  you  reach  this  place.  You  will  please 
r^  fend  Milton's  detachment,  and  500  of  Ctiand- 
]jff>.s  brigade,  and  Colonel  Burn's  light  dragoons, 
tj^lh  all  possible  despatch  ;  they  ought,  if  possible, 
Ijfbe  here  sometime  to-morrow  forenoon.  You 
^^[  follow  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops  as 
i^n  as  practicable.  It  will  be  necessary  to  lake 
iTiite  that  your  boats  are  not  taken  or  lost.  Gen- 
t'i.t\  Swartwout  and  Colonel  Scott  should  return 
^.»oon  as  they  can. 

>*■       Yours,  with  esteem, 

?^ 

^£]kaeral  Lewis. 


H.  DEARBORN. 


Headqcarters.  Fort  Gborqe, 

June  10,  1813. 

5r(3y  reason  of  the  temporary  indisposition  of 
jJtijor  General  Dearborn,  the  command  of  the 
||i<ips  on  this  frontier,  and  of  the  ninth  military 
«»,pariraent  of  the  United  States,  devolves  on 
\tajor  General  Lewis.     All   persons  coDceraed 

f  notified  accordingly. 
By  command. 
W.  SCOTT,  Adj.  General. 

Si  

I^^tract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Jamei  Burn,  2J  light 
^        drtgooni,  to  Major  General  Dearborn. 

j^'  In  the  afternoon  of  the  5ih,  our  advance  guard, 
(iXbsisling  of  the  light  infantry,  under  the  com- 
riffnd  of  Captains  Hindn>an,  Biddle.  and  Nicho- 
If.'.  a  part  of  the  rifle  corps,  under  Captain  Lyile, 
h0(^  a  L*t  tachmeni  of  the  2d  dragoons,  under  Capt. 
i^iden,  commenced  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the 
)(§^Tance  of  the  enemy,  said  to  be  a  detachment 
(Ckhe  49lh  regiment,  which  soon  retreated,  cov- 
^^  by  a  thick  woods,  having,  however,  several 
\*7iinded  on  both  sides,  and  one  dragoon  horse 
k^ied.  In  the  evening,  our  advance  returned 
l^ind  Stony  creek,  where  the  army  look  a  po- 
)n  for  the  night.  The  light  infantry,  and  part 
the  rifle  corps  on  the  right  of  the  25th  regi- 
Dii*ot,  formed  the  right  wmg.  The  artillery,  un- 
(^  Captains  Towson  and  L.  Leonard,  the  centre, 
"rtle  5th.  16th,  23d.  and  some  riflemen,  the  left 
l^iig,  and  the  cavalry  in  the  rear.  A  strong  picket 
gi>|rd  was  posted  some  distance  in  front,  aUo 
s^ng  flank  and  rear  guards,  in  such  manner  as 
t<T  surround  the  whole  encampment  with  senu- 
iJils;  the  troops  lay  under  arms,  without  any 
♦^rering.     Our  numbers   in  the  Held  did  not  ex 

fd  one  thousand — three  hundred  efleclives  of 
13ih  and  14ih  regiments  having  encamped 
the  borders  oi  the  Lake,  about  three  miles  dis- 
tjiiii.  for  the  protection  of  the  boats.  The  enemy 
P.ir''-ed  our   picket,  and   attacked    us,  about   two 

%i^luck  in  the  morQiog,  (which  was  very  dark.) 
455.  . 


with  their  array  and  Indians,  expecting,  no  doubt, 
to  throw  us  into  confusion.  Their  views  were, 
in  this  instance,  however,  completely  frustrated; 
and,  when  the  day  dawned,  none  were  to  be  seen, 
except  their  killed  and  wounded,  who  covered  the 
field  of  battle.  The  attack  began  on  our  right, 
and  was  gallantly  repelled  by  the  fire  of  the  light 
troops  and  25th  regiment,  commanded  by  Major 
Smith.  In  a  few  minutes,  it  became  general  along 
the  whole  line,  and  was  nobly  returned  by  the 
artillery  of  the  centre,  commanded  by  Captains 
Towson  and  L.  Leonard,  and  again  by  the  troops 
of  the  left  wing,  viz:  the  5tb,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Milton,  the  23d,  commanded  by  Major 
Armstrong,  and  the  16th.  The  fire  continued, 
with  litlleintermission,forone  hour,  during  which 
time,  the  enemy  attempted,  by  frequent  charges, 
ro  break  our  line,  but  without  efl^eci,  being  obliged 
to  give  way  by  the  well-directed  fire  of  our  brave 
troops. 

"  The  13th  and  14th  regiments  (which  had  been 
detached  the  preceding  evening)  were  active  in 
making  prisoners,  and  advanced  with  much  ardor 
to  ihe  field,  in  hopes  of  sharing,  with  the  gallant 
5th.  and  25th,  23J,  and  light  troops,  the  glory  of 
another  combat.  But  the  unfortunate  capture  of 
Brigadier  Generals  Chandler  and  Winder,  who 
were  taken  in  the  action,  unknown  to  any  jiart  of 
the  army,  and  hurried  into  the  enemy's  lines,  pre- 
vented the  future  operations  from  being  carried 
into  effect  with  the  promptitude  which  would  as- 
suredly have  taken  place  had  either  of  those  oSi- 
cers  been  present  to  command. 

"  You  will  be  surprised  to  find  our  loss  so  small ; 
that  of  the  enemy  exceeds  ours  much  ;  they  lost 
in  killed  about  sixty,  many  wounded, and  upwards 
of  seventy  prisoners,  all  regulars,  and  principally 
of  the  49th  regiment.  Several  of  their  oflicers 
were  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  A  flag  was 
sent  by  Colonel  Hervey,  asking  permission  to 
make  inquiries  for  them  ;  also,  to  be  allowed  to 
send  a  surgeon  to  attend  their  own  wounded, 
which  I  readily  granted.  On  the  return  of  day- 
light, I  found  the  command  of  the  army  had  de- 
volved on  me,  and,  being  at  a  loss  what  steps  to 
pursue  in  the  unpleasant  dilemma,  occasioned  by 
the  capture  of  our  Generals,  finding  the  ammu- 
nition of  many  of  the  troops  nearly  expended,  I 
had  recourse  to  a  council  of  the  field  officers  pre- 
sent, of  whom  a  majority  coincided  in  opinion 
with  me,  that  we  ought  to  retire  to  our  former 
position  at  the  Forty  Mile  creek,  where  we  could 
be  supplied  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  and 
either  advance  or  remain,  until  further  orders. 

'•  Every  aid  was  afforded  by  the  staff.  The  as- 
sistant Adjutant  General,  Major  Johnston,  and 
Brigade  Majors  Jones  and  Wartenby,  exerted 
themselves  in  rendering  all  the  assistance  in  their 
power. 

'•The  army,  on  this  occasion,  has  proved  its 
firmness  and  bravery,  by  keepini  its  po.-iiion  in  a 
night  attack,  in  which  the  yells  of  the  Indians, 
mingled  with  the  roaring  ol  cannon  and  mus- 
ketry, were  calculated  to  intimidaie.  The  enemy 
charged  repeatedly,  and  so  dark  was  the  night, 
that  our  army  could  not  distinguish  friend  from 
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foe  ;  in  one  of  those,  they  succeeded  in  carrying 
off  a  six-pounder,  a  howitzer,  and  a  caisson,  to 
the  great  mortification  of  our  brave  artillery.  I 
presume  it  was  on  that  occasion,  also,  that  we  lost 
our  Generals,  who  were  distinctly  heard  encour- 
aging our  men  to  fight.  The  squadron  of  dra- 
goons remained  formed,  and  steady  at  their  post, 
but  could  not  act.  on  account  of  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  and  the  thickness  of  the  adjacent  woods. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  the  troops,  generally,  but 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  said  of  the  conduct  of 
the  5th  and  25th  regiments." 


Montreal,  June  18.  1813. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  improve  the  earliest 
opportunity  possible  to  give  you  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  affair  of  the  6lh  instant,  near  Stony 
creek,  than  I  have  before  had  it  in  my  power  to  do. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  I  arrived  at  Forty 
Mile  creek.    The  detachment  under  Gen.  Winder 
was  then  under  marching  orders  for  Stony  creek. 
After  a  short   halt,  the  whole   marched  for   that 
place,   and   arrived   there    between   five  and   six 
o'clock  P.  M.,  at  which   place  a   small  picket  of 
the   enemy  was   posted,   but   retired   on   our  ap- 
proach.    The  advanced  guard  pursued,  and  soon 
fell  in  with  a  picket  of  about  one  hundred  strong, 
under  Colonel  Williams.     A  skirmish  ensued.    I 
hastened  the  main  body.    Williams  retreated,  and 
our  advance  pursued.    The  pursuit  was  continued 
rather  longer   than    I  could  have  wished,  but  re- 
turned   to   their   proper   position   in   the  line   of 
march,  not   far  from   sunset.     I   had  ordered  the 
13ih  and   14th,  who  were   in   the   rear,   to  take  a 
position  for  the  night  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek, 
to  cover   the  boats,  (should  they  arrive.)  which 
would  be  on  the  route  which  I  intended  to  pursue 
the  next  morning;  and,  a  favorable  position  pre- 
senting itself,  I  encamped  with  the  residue  of  the 
troops  (except  Captain  Archer's  company  of  ar- 
tillery) which  accompanied  the  13ih  and  14th  on 
the  spot  where  we  had  halted,  with  an  advanced 
picket  from  half  to   three-quarters  of  a   mile  in 
front,  with  express  orders  for   them   to  keep  out 
constantly  a  patrol.     A  right  and  left  flank  guard 
and  a  rear  guard  were  also  posted.     I  gave  posi- 
tive orders  for   the   troops  to  lay  on   their  arms. 
Contrary  to   my  orders,  fires  were   kindled  ;  but 
there  are  doubts   whether   this  operated  for   or 
against  us,  as   the  fires  of  the  25ih,  which  were 
in  front,  and  by  my  orders  had  been  abandoned, 
enabled  us  to  see  a  small  part  of  the  enemy,  while 
the  fires  on  our  left  enabled  the  enemy  to  see  our 
line.     On  the  whole,  I  think  it  operated  against 
U5.     I  did  expect  the  enemy  would  attack  us  that 
night,  if  he  intended  to  fight;  but.  perhaps,  this 
was  not  expected  by  all.    I  had  my  horse  confined 
near  me,  and  directed  that  the  harness  should  not 
be   taken   from   the  artillery  horses.     I   directed 
where  and  how  the  line  should  be  formed,  in  case 
of  attack.     About  an  hour  before  daylight,  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  the.alarm  was  given.    I  was 
instantly  up,  and  the  25th,  which   lay  near  me, 
was  almost  as  instantly  formed,  as  well  as  the 
5th  and  23d,  which  were  on  tba  left,  under  the 


immediate  eye  of  General   Winder.     Owing   to 
the   neglect   of  the   front   picket,  or  some  other 
cause,  the  British  officers  say  that  they  were  not 
hailed,  nor  an  alarm^iren.  until  they  were  with- 
in three  hundred  yards  of  our  line.     Theextreme 
darkness   prevented  us  from   seeing  or  knowing 
at  what  point    they  intended   to  attack    us,  until 
an   attack    was   made  on  our   right.     A  well-di- 
rected fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  the  25th, 
and    from   nearly   the  whole   line.     After  a  few 
minutes,  I  heard    several    muskets  in  our  rear,  in 
the  direction  of  the  rear  guard,  and  then  expected 
that  the  enemy  had  gained  our  rear  by  some  path 
unknown  to  me,  and  were  about  to  attack  us  in 
rear.     I  instantly  ordered   Colonel  Milton,  with 
the  5th,  to  form    in  our  rear   near   the  woods,  to 
meet  such  circumstances  ns   might   take   place, 
knowing  that  I  could  call  him  toany  other  point, 
if  necessary,  at   any   moment.     I  had   observed 
that  the  artillery  was  not  covered,  and  directed 
General  Winder   to  cause  the  23d   to  be  formed 
so  far  to  the  right    that  their  right  should  cover 
the  artillery.     At   this   moment,   I   heard  anew 
burst  of  fire  from   the  enemy's  left  on  our  right, 
and,  not  able  to  see  anything  which  took  place,  1 
set  out  full  speed  towards  the  right  to  take  meas- 
ures to  prevent  my  right  flank  from  being  turned, 
which   I   expected  was  the  object  of  the  enemy. 
I  had  proceeded  hut  a  few  yards,  before  my  horse 
fell  under  me,  by  which  fall  I  received  a  serious 
injury.     Here  was  a  time  when  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  what  passed,  but  1  presume  it  was  not 
long.     As  soon  as  I  recovered,  I  recollected  what 
my  object  was,  and    made   my  way  to  the  right, 
andgave  Major  Smith  suchdireclionsas  I  thought 
proper  to  prevent  his  right  from  being  turned  by 
surprise.     I  was  then  returning  toward  the  centre, 
and.  when  near  the  artillery,  heard  men,  who,  by 
the  noise,  appeared    to  be  in  confusion,  it  being 
the  point   at  which   I   expected    the  23J   to   be 
formed.     I  expected  it  was  that  regiment.     I  ap- 
proached them,  and,  as  soon  as  I  was  near  enough, 
I  saw  a  body  of  men,  who  I   thought   to  be  the 
23d,  in  rear  of  the  artillery,  broken.     I   hobbled 
in  amongst  them,  and   began  to  rally  them,  and 
directed  them  to  form  ;  but  I  soon  found  my  mis- 
take ;  it  was   the  British  49ih,  who  had  pushed 
forward  to  the  head  of  their  column,  and  gained 
the  rear  of  the  artillery.     I  was  immediately  dis- 
armed, and  conveyed  down  the  column  to  its  rear. 
It  was  not   yet  day,  and  the  extreme  darkness  of 
the  night,  to  which  was  added    the  smoke  of  the 
fire,  put  it  totally  out  of  our  power  to  see  the  sit- 
uation of  the  enemy.     This  was  all  that  saved 
their  columns  from  sure  and  total  destruction,  of 
which   some  of  their  officers  are  aware.     After 
seeing  the  situation  of  the  column  as   I  passed,  I 
did  hope  and  expect  that  General  Winder,  on  the 
first  dawn  of  light,  would  see  their  situation,  and 
bring  Colonel  Milion  with  the  5th  (who  I  had 
still  Kept  in    reserve,  until  I  could  have  daylight 
to  discern  their  situation)  to  attack  this  column, 
which,  I  am  sure,  he  would  have  done  to  advan- 
tage;  but,   to  my  mortification,   1  soon  learned 
that  he  had  fallen   into  the  same   mistake  with 
myself;  and.  by  endeavoring  to  learn  what  wa» 


H 


'I ' 


i;l 


|: 


'    t 


J 


I 


H« 


1: 


1 

11 


APPENDIX. 


2380 


I\nlure  oj  the  Northern  Army. 


igijog  place  in  the  centre,  he  was  also  taken,  as  curely  to  effect  the  general  retreat  to  Kingston. 
w>l  as  Major  Van  De  Venter.  To  the  extreme  !  The  latter  is  the  more  probable  conjecture  of  the 
dftkness  of  the  night,  the  enemy's  knowledge  of  I  two,  and  is  strengthened  by  the  appearance  of  Yeo 
hi!^  intended  point  of  attack,  and  our  not  knowing  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Lake,  and  by  the  positioa 
at<iwhat  point  to  expect  him,  must  be  attributed  '  which  Vincent  has  taken  there." 

hWipartial  success,  and  not  to  a  want  of  strength  \  

o^ravery  in  our  troops,  who  generally  behared 
rtjaarkably  well  under  all  the  circumstances; 
arn»,  however  unfortunate  the  event,  as  it  relates 
to  .fiyself  I  only  ask  that  all  the  circumstances 
mif  be  taken  into  consideration  in  making  up 
yi^r  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Winder 
ac^tnyself  in  this  affair,  which  I  am  sure  you 
Wijl  do,  and  I  flatter  myself  you  will  see  no  cause 
of*censure.  I  regret  that  my  decrepit  situation, 
ai^the  rapidity  with  which  we  have  been  brought 
to;?^is  place,  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  give 
ytJT  a  detailed  account  of  the  affair  earlier.  I 
ani  now  able  to  walk  some  with  the  aid  of  a  cane, 
arsJ  hope  I  shall  continue  to  recover. 

*■  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

v.;  JOHN  CHANDLER, 

?  Brigadier  General. 

jklajor  General  Dearborn. 


^ 


HEAoarARTERs,  Fort  George, 

June  12,  1813. 

35ib:  As  the  General  is  unable  to  write,  I  am 
di/^cied  by  him  to  inform  you,  that,  in  addition 
tee  the  debility  and  fever  he  has  been  afflicted 
•w^lb,  he  has,  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours, 
ftt()erienced  a  violent  spasmodic  attack  on  his 
b/^>ast,  which  has  obliged  him  to  relinquish  busi- 
D4*is  altogether,  and  the  command  is  given  over 
to;  Major  General  Lewis,  who  will,  in  future, 
in;;ike  the  necessary  communications  to  the  De- 
p.Jtment  of  War.  The  British  fleet  still  rides 
triumphant  in  this  section  of  the  lake. 

<I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect 
ai.*t  consideration,  your  obedient  and  humble  ser- 
▼|o't,  SAMUEL  S.  CONNER, 

«  .4.  I).  C.  to  Gen.  Dearborn. 

'♦Hon.  Gen.  Armstrong,  Secry  oJ  Mar. 


E|Cract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Dearborn,  dated 


^ 


>  War  Depar  r.MENT.  June  19.  1913. 

^^'■Your  letters  of  the  6lh  and  8th  instant  have 

b<Mi  received.     There  is,  indeed,  some  strange 

fatality  attending  our  efforts.     I  cannot  disguise 

frjim  you  the  surprise  occasioned  by  the  two  es- 

c^es  of  a  beaten  enemy  :  first,  on  the  27th  ultimo. 

a|d   again  on  the   1st  instant.     Battles  are  not 

g.fiiied  when  an  inferior  and  broken  enemy  is  not 

dt-iiroyed.     Nothing  is  done,  while  anything  that 

narc]ght  have  been  done  is  omitted.     This  maxim 

1%  <^  old  as  the  profession  of  arms,  and  in  no  walk 

o4  life  applies  with  as  much  force  as  in  that  of  a 

s^viier. 

;'' Should  Proctor  have  retired  from  Maiden, 

iifid  been  able  to  eff"ect  a  junction  with  Vincent's 

r^^rps  at  theiKad  of  the  Lake,  it  has  been  done 

hfrr  one  of  MR>  purposes:  either  to  dispute  with 

)kiu  the  poiMiMon  of  the  peninsula,  or  more  se- 


Extract,  dated 

Headquarters.  Fort  George, 

June  20,  1813. 

'•Sir:  I  have  been  so  reduced  in  strength  as 
to  be  incapable  of  any  command.  Brigadier 
General  Boyd  is  the  only  general  officer  present ; 
and,  from  resignations,  sickness,  and  other  con- 
tingencies, the  number  of  regimental  officers  pres- 
ent, fit  for  duty,  are  far  below  what  the  bervice 
requires.  A  considerable  proportion  of  our  army 
being  composed  of  new  recruit.s.  and  the  weather 
having  been  extremely  unfavorable  to  health,  the 
sick  have  become  so  numerous,  in  addition  to  the 
wounded,  as  to  reduce  the  effective  force  far  be- 
low what  could  have  been  contemplated  ;  but  if 
the  weather  should  become  favorable,  which 
ought  to  be  expected,  a  great  part  of  the  sick  will 
probablv  be  fit  for  duty  in  a  short  time.  The 
enemy  have  been  reinforced  at  the  head  of  the 
Lake  with  about  500  men  of  the  104th  regiment. 
A  vessel  carrying  ammunition  and  other  muni- 
tions of  war,  bound  to  the  head  of  the  Lake,  was 
captured,  four  days  since,  by  one  of  Commodore 
Chauncey's  schooners,  from  which  I  conclude, 
that  the  enemy  will  endeavor  to  keep  up  such  a 
force  at  or  near  the  head  of  the  Lake,  as  to  pre- 
vent any  part  of  our  force  in  this  quarter  from 
joining,  or  proceeding  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  for 
the  purpose  of  attacking  Kingston;  and  such  is 
the  state  of  the  roads  in  this  flat  country,  in  con- 
sequence of  continual  rains,  as  to  render  any  op- 
erations against  the  enemy  extremely  difficult, 
without  the  aid  of  a  fleet  for  the  transportation 
of  provisions,  ammunition,  and  other  necessary 
supplies.  The  enemy  would  probably  retreat  on 
our  approach,  and  keep  out  of  our  reach,  being 
covered  by  one  or  more  armed  vessels,  which  re- 
main on  this  part  of  the  Lake.  The  whole  of 
these  embarrassments  have  resulted  from  a  tem- 
porary loss  of  the  command  of  the  Lake.  The 
enemy  has  availed  himself  of  the  advantage,  and 
forwarded  reinforcements  and  supplies." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Dearborn,  dated 

War  Department,  yu/y  1,  1813. 

"  The  leisure  you  now  have  offers  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity for  the  adjutants  and  inspectors  general  to 
attend  to  their  particular  duties.  Some  of  the 
parlies  of  which  you  speak,  from  the  enemy,  may 
practise  a  trick  on  those  who  follow  them.  These 
last  ought  to  be  very  circumspect.  Chauncey  will, 
I  hope,  soon  reappear  on  the  Lake.  A  battle  will 
then  decide  which  of  us  shall  be  victor  for  the 
campaign.  I  am  afraid  that  we  have  all  along 
acted  on  a  belief,  very  pleasing,  but  ill  founded, 
viz  :  that  we  were  ahead  of  the  enemy  as  to  naval 
means  and  naval  preparation  on  the  Lakes.    Are 
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we  sure  that  our  calculations  with  regard  to  Lake 
Erie  have  been  better  than  those  with  regard  to 
Lake  Ontario?  A  week  or  two  will  decide  this 
question." 


Headqcarters,  Fort  George, 
June  25.  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  mortification  of  informing  you 
of  an  unfortunateand  unaccountable  event.which 
occurred  yesterday.  On  the  23d.  at  evening. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bccrstler,  with  570  men.  in- 
fantry, artillery,  cavalry,  and  riflemen,  in  due 
proportion,  was  ordered  to  march,  by  the  way  of 
^ueenstown,  to  a  place  called  the  Beaver  Dams, 
on  the  high  ground,  about  eight  or  nine  miles 
from  Q,ueenslown,  to  attack  and  disperse  a  body 
of  the  enemy  collected  there  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  provisions, and  harassing  those  inhabi- 
tants who  are  considered  friendly  to  the  United 
Slates.  Their  force  was,  from  the  most  direct 
information,  composed  of  one  company  of  the 
104th  regiment,  above  80  strong;  from  150  to 
200  militia;  and  from  50  to  60  Indians.  At  eight 
o'clock  yesterday  raorninc  when  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  Beaver  Dams,  our  detachment 
was  attacked  from  an  ambuscade,  but  soon  drove 
the  enemy  some  distance  into  the  woods,  and 
then  retired  to  a  clear  field,  and  sent  an  express 
for  a  reinforcement,  saying  he  would  maintain 
his  position  until  reinforced.  A  reinforcement 
of  300  men  marched  immediately,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Chrysiie;  but  on  arriving  at 
Q,ueenstown,ColonelChrystie  received  authentic 
information  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bcerstler, 
with  his  command,  had  surrendered  to  the  enemy, 
and  the  reinforcement  returned  to  camp.  A  man 
who  belonged  to  a  small  corps  of  mounted  volun- 
teer riflemen  came  in  this  morning,  who  states 
that  the  enemy  surrounded  our  detachment  in 
the  woods,  and  towards  twelve  o'clock  com- 
menced a  general  attack;  that  our  troops  fought 
more  than  two  hours,  until  the  artillery  had  ex- 
pended the  whole  of  its  ammunition,  and  then 
surrendered;  and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender, 
the  informant  made  his  escape.  Why  it  should 
have  been  deemed  proper  to  remain  several  hours 
in  a  position  surrounded  with  woods,  without 
either  risking  a  decisive  action,  or  effecting  a  re- 
treat, remains  to  be  accounted  for.  as  well  as  the 
project  of  waiting  for  a  reinforcement  from  a  dis- 
tance of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles. 

No  information  has  been  received  of  the  killed 
or  wounded.  The  enemy's  fleet  has  again  ar- 
rived in  our  neighborhood. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  1  am,  dec, 

^  H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  July  6.  1813. 
Sir:  I  have  the  President's  orders  to  express 
to  you  his  decision  that  you  retire  from  the  com- 
mand of  district  No.  9.  and  of  the  troops  within 


the  same,  until  your  health  be  re-established,  and 
until  farther  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &.c., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Henry  Dearborn. 


Correspondence  hetxoeen  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Brigadier  General  Boyd. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Brig- 
adier General  Boyd,  dated 
W^AR  Depart.ment,  July  30,  1813. 
'•  The  restriction  put  upon  you  with  regard  to 
the  enemy  was  but  commensurate  with  their 
command  of  the  Lake.  So  long  as  they  had 
wings,  and  you  had  only  feet,  so  long  as  they 
could  be  transported,  supplied,  and  reinforced,  by 
water,  and  at  will,  common  sense,  as  well  as  mili- 
tary principles,  put  you  on  the  defensive.  These 
circumstances  changed,  the  reason  of  the  rule 
chances  with  them  ;  and  it  now  becomes  your 
business,  in  concert  with  the  fleet,  to  harass  and 
destroy  the  enemy,  wherever  you  can  find  him. 
Of  the  competency  of  your  force  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  provided  your  estimate  of  his  be  but  toler- 
ably correct." 


War  Depart.ment,  July  30,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  information 
that  Fort  Meigs  is  again  attacked,  and  by  a  con- 
siderable regular  force.  This  must  have  been 
drawn  from  De  Rottenberg's  corps.  His  late  in- 
solence in  pushing  his  small  attacks  to  the  verv 
outline  of  your  works  has  been  intended  to  mask 
the  weakness  produced  by  this  detachment.  If, 
as  you  say.  you  can  beat  him,  do  it  without  de- 
lay ;  and  remember,  that,  if  you  beat,  you  must 
destroy  him.  There  is  no  excuse  for  a  General 
who  permits  a  beaten  enemy  to  escape  and  to 
rally.  These  remarks  grow  out  of  some  recent 
events  in  your  quarter,  and  require  no  explana- 
tion. It  is  the  President's  wish  that  you  should 
communicate  fully  and  freely  with  Brigadier 
General  Williams.  It  is  only  by  this  kind  of 
intercourse  that  the  efl"orts  of^  all  can  be  united 
in  promoting  the  public  good. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig.  Gen.  Boyd,  Fort  George. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  John  P. 
Boyd  to  the  Secretar)-  of  War,  dated 

Headularters,  Fort  George, 

July  27,  1813. 

"I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  last  on  the 
24th  instant.  On  the  22d  instant.  General  Lewis 
and  Commodore  Chauncey  were  advised  by  me 
that,  from  intelligence  received  from  Major  Cha- 
pin  and  deserters,  most  of  the  enemy's  captured 
ordnance,  and  their  principal  depot  of  ammuni- 
tion, stores,  dec.  are  at  the  head  of  the  Lake.  It 
was  suggested  that  a  small  force  might  jurprise, 
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tn^e,  destroy,  or  bring  them  off,  if  part  of  the 
fi;;it  might  be  allowed  lo  a?sist  in  moving  our 

''Yesterday  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  brought  me 
a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey,  stating  that 
hi  approved  of  the  enterprise,  and  would  go  him- 
»«Tr  wiih  his  fleet  to  the  head  of  the  Lake,  and  re- 
oi^fsied  guides,  information.  &,c.  I  have  deemed 
j^.roper  to  detail  a  number  of  troops,  under  the 
ciS^^jmand  of  Colonel  Scotr,  which  will  embark 
Oft  hoard  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  with  directions 
to  join  the  squadron,  which  is  believed  to  be  now 
so^jewhere  near  Little  York." 


El«uact  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Boyd  lo  the 
•^'  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

*]^  Fort  George,  July  31,  1813. 

%ti  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  27lh 
irwuant.  Agreeably  to  the  plan  therein  sugge-^ted, 
Crjumodore  Chauncey  arrived  here  on  the  28lh 
initfint.  and  received  on  board  the  fleet  a  body  of 
mVn  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Scott.  Light 
af*Jcontrary  winds  retard  their  progress  up  the 
Lil»e,  but  ere  this  the  attack  has  probably  been 
Wx^e  on  the  head  of  the  Lake.  No  information 
bA«  as  yet  been  received. 

•^The  enemy  has  lately  kept  his  Indians  so 
c^wslanily  scouring  the  woods  of  our  vicinity, 
tKxi  we  gain  no  deserters  nor  intelligence  of  his 
noiyemeats." 


s 


ii 


Colonel  Scott'g  Report. 
Fort  Geohoe,  Aug^ist  3.  1813. 
!^R  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedi- 
et^L-*"  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  on  board  the  fleet 
Wift»  the  detachment  of  troops  under  my  com- 
m^d,  destined  to  act  against  the  enemy's  post  at 
lli  head  of  Little  Lake,  or  Burlington  bay;  in 
aii^Ul  of  which  place  I  arrived  late  in  the  evening 
of  >he  30ih  ultimo,  the  fleet  having  been  greatly 
dwbyed  by  the  almost  constant  calm  which  has 
pvf  vailed  since  we  sailed. 

;tThis  delay  of  forty-eight  hours,  after  our  des- 
tf^*tion  became  obvious  to  the  enemy,  enabled 
l^v  to  anticipate  our  arrival  by  a  reinforcement 
04^;^00  men  from  the  nearest  posts  on  this  side  of 
tlft*^  Lake,  of  which  we  were  early  apprized. 
Nevertheless,  Commodore  Chauncey,  with  my 
Cirncurrence,  thought  it  advisable  to  land  the  de- 
la;;liment  from  the  army,  together  with  about 
2.^  marines  and  seamen  from  the  fleet,  (making 
a>ii"Jial  force  of  about  500  men.)  The  better  to 
Civible  us  to  ascertain  the  exact  force  and  posi- 
lijjf.  of  the  enemy's  camp,  the  landing  was  made 
Oifijhe  neck  of  land  which  nearly  cuts  ofl"  the 
Lnile  Lake  from  Lake  Ontario.  From  this  point 
We  could  plainly  discover  the  enemy's  position 
Of|fpurlingion  heights,  surrounded  on  three  sides 
b^!Ti  creek,  and  in  front  of  an  entrenchment  and 
a  ^jattery  of  seven  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Litile 
L^e  or  bay  is,  between  those  two  points,  six  or 
st^L'n  miles  across. 

perceiving  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  posi- 
th^,  and  learauDg  from  the  inhabitants  that  the 


^ 


force  00  the  heights,  independent  of  the  reio- 
forcement  above  mentioned,  was  nearly  equal  to 
our  own,  the  Commodore  determined  not  to  risk 
an  attack,  especially  as  our  boats  would  have 
been  greatly  annoyed  in  the  ascent  towards  the 
head  of  the  bay  by  a  small  schooner  of  the  ene- 
my's, having  on  bo.ird  one  18  pound  carronade. 
The  channel  connecting  the  two  Lakes  did  not 
afford  water  for  the  passage  of  either  of  our 
schooners.  In  the  above  opinion  I  fully  con- 
curred with  the  Commodore.  It  may  be  added, 
that  the  enemy  received  a  further  reinforcement 
of  400  men  the  same  evening,  by  land,  from 
Kingston. 

On  our  return  to  this  harbor,  the  fleet  put  into 
York,  at  which  place  we  burnt  the  barracks  and 
public  stores,  and  brought  off  one  piece  of  ord- 
nance. (24  pounder.)  eleven  batteaux,  and  about 
400  barrels  of  flour  and  hard  bread.  Tiie  bar- 
racks and  stores  had  been  repaired  since  the  27th 
May.  Thirty  or  forty  sick  and  wounded  in  hos- 
pital were  paroled,  and  four  prisoners  (regulars) 
brought  off;  There  had  been  no  garrison  at  the 
place  for  the  few  days  previous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

W.  SCOTT, 
Colonel  commandivg  detachment. 

Brig.  Gen.  Boyd.  Commanding,  (fc. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Brigadier  General  John  P. 
Boyd  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEAOaUARTERS.  FoRT  GeORGE,  U.  C. 

Augjist  8,  1813. 

■•  By  Tuesday's  mail  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  commands  of  the  30tli  instant,  and  yesterday 
a  number  of  letters  enclosed,  which  were  deliv- 
ered as  directed. 

'■  Conceiving  myself  at  liberty  to  act  offensively 
on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  an  expedition  was  im- 
mediately concerted  against  the  enemy,  and  ac- 
ceded to  by  Commodore  Chauncey.  One  thousand 
was  to  embark  on  board  the  fleet,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Williams,  to  land  at 
the  head  of  the  Lake.  The  army  at  this  place 
was  to  move  in  two  columns  against  the  enemy's 
front,  while  General  Williams  assailed  his  rear, 
and  cut  off  his  retreat.  Yesterday  morning,  the 
time  when  the  troops  were  to  have  embarked,  the 
enemy's  fleet  were  discovered  off  this  place. 

•■  Commodore  Chauncey  weighed  anchor,  ap- 
proached him,  and  by  every  indication  that  u  lee- 
ward  position  would  admit,  offered  to  engage." 


Headularters,  F'ort  George. 

August  12,  1813. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  the  8th 
instant.  Unfavorable  winds  continued  to  thwart 
the  wishes  of  Commodore  Chauncey  to  bring  the 
enemy  to  action;  and  about  the  9th  instant  he 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lo>e,  in  a  squall,  two 
small  schooners,  which  upset.  On  the  night  of 
the  10th  a  severe  cannonade  was  heard  on  the 
Lake,  which  we  ascertained,  in  the  morning,  re- 
sulted in  the  loss  of  two  of  our  smallest  schoon- 
ers.     Undiscouraged    by   these  slight  disasters 
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Commodore  Chauncey  is  still  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  resolved  to  bring  him  to  a  general  en- 
gagement. These  circumstances  have  necessarily 
delayed  the  attack  upon  the  enemy,  which  was 
contemplated  in  my  last  letter.  General  Porter 
is  assembling  a  body  of  volunteers  and  Indians  at 
Buffalo,  with  a  view  to  co-operate  in  this  enter- 
prise. He  will  probably  join  us  soon.  Anything 
which  can  be  done  without  the  co-operation  of 
the  fleet  >hall  be  attempted.  To  attack  the  ene- 
my, without  being  able  to  cut  off  his  retreat, 
would  be  only  beating  without  capturing  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 

JOHN  P.  BOYD. 
Brigadier  Gen'l  Commanding. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  tVar  to  General 
Ijeicis,  commanding  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Lewis,  dated 

War  Department,  July  9,  1813. 

"An  order  was  expedited  lo  General  Dearborn, 
yesterday,  permitting  him  to  retire  from  the  com- 
mand of  thearmy  and  district.  Another  was  sent 
to  Boyd,  forbidding  him  to  engage  in  any  affair 
with  the  enemy  that  could  be  avoided,  and  sub- 
jecting him  to  the  orders  of  Major  General  Hamp- 
ton and  of  yourself.  This  last  (for  Hampton  is 
now  the  oldest  oflScer  in  the  district)  was  intend- 
ed to  meet  the  contingency  suggested  in  my  last 
letter,  viz:  that  if  we  regained  the  command  of 
the  Lake,  and  Yeo  retired  under  the  guns  at 
Kingston,  that  this  moment  of  superiority  must 
not  be  lost,  and  that,  bringing  down  Boyd's  divis- 
ion, a  blow  might  be  struck  at  that  place.  To 
favor  this  enterprise,  orders  will  be  sent  to  Gene- 
ral Hampton  to  push  his  head(juarters  to  the  po- 
sition held  by  our  army  the  last  campaign  on 
Lake  Champlain  ;  and  a  requisition  for  ten  thous- 
and militia  from  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Vermont,  in  reinforcement  of  this  part  of  the  plan, 
will  be  superadded. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Georob, 

Augiist  15,  1813. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the 
12th  instant;  since  which  time  nothing  of  im- 
portance has  occurred.  Commodore  Chauncey 
has  left  this  part  of  the  Lake, and  theenemy  have 
DOW  so  far  the  ascendency  as  to  render  the  pro- 
posed enterprise  against  his  land  force  impracti- 
cable. Yesterday  General  Porter  arrived  at  this 
place  with  a  body  of  volunteers  and  Indians, 
which  had  been  previously  assembled  at  Buffalo. 
In  the  event  of  such  an  attack  as  was  contem- 
plated, this  force  would  be  of  infinite  service.  At 
present  th<y  can  only  be  employed  to  harass  the 
enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &c. 

JOHN  P.  BOYD. 
Brigadier  GenH  Commanding. 
Hon.  John  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  IVar. 


'•The  moment  Chauncey  gets  out,  our  stores 
along  the  South  shore  of  the  Lake  should  be 
brought  down  to  the  harbor,  and.  in  that  case, 
your  small  posts  (consisting  of  regular  troops,) 
drawn  into  your  main  body." 


War  Department,  July  3,  1813. 

SiR:  It  is  not  merely  possible,  but  probable, 
that  tlie  British  fleet  in  Lake  Ontario  may,  upon 
the  fitting  out  of  the  General  Pike,  refuse  a  bat- 
tle, and  take  shelter  under  the  guns  of  Kingston, 
unul  their  new  brig  shall  restore  to  them  the  su- 
periority. A  question  of  much  importance  arises 
on  this  supposed  stale  of  things.  What  will  be 
the  best  possible  employment  of  our  force  during 
the  period  we  may  be  able  to  command  the  Lake? 
Shall  we  reinforce  the  troops  at  Fort  George  from 
Sacketi's  Harbor,  and  cut  off  Vincent,  or  shall  we 
bring  from  Fort  George  the  mass  of  the  divisioQ 
there,  and,  uniting  them  to  your  present  com- 
mand, attack  the  enemy  at  Kingston  ?  If  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  alternative  be  adopted,  two  things 
must  be  done.  A  heavy  body  of  militia  should 
be  assembled  at  Ogdensburg,  to  draw  to  that  point 
the  enemy's  attention,  and  General  Hampton 
should  move  rapidly  and  in  force  against  Mon- 
treal. Our  assembled  force  at  Sacketi's  Harbor 
would  amount  lo  seven  thousand  men,  independ- 
enily  of  the  naval  means.  The  enemy's  land  force 
at  Kingston  is  about  four  thousand.  Could  asuc- 
ces>ful  attack  be  made  here,  tlie  fate  of  the  cam- 
paign is  decided — perhaps  ihat  of  the  war.  The 
object  is  great;  but,  in  proportion  as  it  is  so,  the 
means  of  effecting  it  ought  to  be  well  considered. 
From  the  sketches  I  have  been  able  to  procure  oL 
Kingston,  and  its  vicinity,  I  have  no  doubt  baW 
that  the  attack  should  be  made  on  the  works 
which  cover  the  battery  on  Navy  Point.  These 
gained,  town,  battery,  and  harbor,  are  all  at  your 
discretion.  Beware  of  dividing  your  attack  ;  con- 
fine it  10  a  single  point,  but  let  that  point  be  a 
commanding  one. 

Believe  me,  General,  very  respectfully.  &,c. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

.Major  Gen.  Lewis,  SacketCs  Harbor. 


Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Major  General  Harrison. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Gen. 
William  H.  Harrison,  dated 

War  Department,  March  5,  1813, 
'I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  despatches  of  the  llih  and  20th  ultimo. 

'*  The  suspension  of  your  movement  in  advance 
appears  to  have  been  necessary  ;  but.  though  this 
may  be  the  case,  your  demonstrations  against 
Maiden  should  not  cease.  These  you  will  make 
in  such  way  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  keep 
up  the  enemy's  alarm  for  the  safety  of  that  post, 
and  of  the  ships  of  war  wintering  there.  You 
will  be  more  able  lo  appreciate  the  value  of  this 
policy  when  I  state,  that  we  shall  very  soon  be  in 
motion  on  the  Niagara  and  St.  Lawrence. 
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"You  did  well  in  stopping  the  march  of  the 
^wo  regiments  from  Ohio.  To  have  added  to 
't/our  force,  so  long  as  your  object  is  restricted  to 
iiie  maintenance  of  your  present  position,  would 
fcave  been  a  very  useless  expenditure  of  both  pub- 
K-  spirit  and  public  money. 

'*''As  your  campaign  is  now  at  an  end,  and  yet 
nearly  approached  to  that  which  is  coming,  it 
^jay  be  proper  to  communicate  to  you  the  Presi- 
dent's views  in  relation  to  your  subsequent  move- 
*oents. 

i  *•  It  would  appear  that  Maiden  can  only  be  suc- 
-^sfully  approached  by  the  route  you  are  now 
^Jjion.  at  two  season*  of  the  year — mid-Winter 
^)d  mid-Summer.  The  former  is  gone,  and  to 
ffait  for  the  latter  would  be  hardly  less  disastrous 
^vjan  defeat  itself.  What  remains  for  us  to  do  is, 
jjjj^keep  our  present  ground  till  the  Lake  opens, 
^yfd  then  to  approach  our  object  by  water,  and 
^»der  convoy  of  the  vessels  of  war  building  at 
j|;V«sque  Isle.  The'^e  will  be  afloat  and  ready  to 
i;yierate  by  the  middle  of  May.  By  the  same  time 
^ats  for  the  transportation  of  the  troops,  a  train 
^  artillery,  baggage,  &c..  may  be  constructed, 
■^•leveland  is  believed  to  be  the  place  best  fitted 
for  this  purpose.  It  will  also  be  made  the  dep6t 
(ei^  the  troops  to  be  employed  on  the  expedition, 
jchich  will  be  the  24th  regiment  now  at  Massac  ; 
^i)d  three  of  the  twenty  new  regiments  provided 
^■y  an  act  of  the  session  of  Congress  which  closed 
*«^terday.  Two  of  these  will  be  raised  in  the 
STTate  of  Ohio,  and  the  third  in  that  of  Kentucky. 
4  .»•  Whatever  these  troops  may  fall  short  of  the 
;Jnimber  and  strength  contemplated  by  the  laws 
(jlnder  which  they  shall  be  raised,  must  necessa- 
l^  be  made  up  from  militia  and  volunteers; 
Alienee  will  arise  the  necessity  of  strictly  atfend- 
><\g  to  the  prosress  of  enlistments,  so  that,  in  the 
tfvent  of  their  failure,  which  may  be  readily  fore- 
.N{en.  time  may  be  left  for  resorting  to  the  other 
trpedient." 


4  

War  Depart.me.nt,  March  7,  1813. 

5  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  18th  of  February  was, 
$rum  some  cause,  delayed  much  beyond  the  usual 
^ourse  of  the  mail,  and  even  some  days  after  the 
ieceipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  20th. 
f  You  will  find,  by  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
?he  plan  prescribed  for  your  part  of  the  ensuing 
rampaign;  and,  to  prevent  any  ill  effect  arising 
from  Its  miscarriage,  a  second  copy  is  herewith 
inclosed.  It  is  probable  that  Colonels  McArthur 
vnd  Cass  will  both  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
brigadier,  and  will  be  assigned  to  the  command 
jf  the  two  brigades  intended  to  form  your  division 
ef  the  army.  In  the  enumeration  of  corps  mak- 
ing parts  of  this  division,  I  did  not  mention  the 
(WO  regiments  of  the  line,  the  17ih  and  19th,  parts 
f>{  which  are  already  with  you.  The  filling  up  of 
I'hese  would  be  an  important  service,  and  you  are 
;equested  to  promote  it.  If  you  are  at  ease  with 
Regard  to  the  safety  of  your  present  post,  against 
■ihe  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  have  secured  to 
yourself  the  means  of  subsisting  it,  there  can  be 
yo  moiive  for  either  reinforcing  it  by  new  draughts 


from  the  militia,  or  retiring  from  it.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  your  force  should  be  so  reduced  as  to 
make  your  stay  perilous,  without  a  further  rein- 
forcement, you  may  employ  the  two  regiments 
raised  in  Ohio,  or  so  manv  of  them  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  'your  object.  If,  again,  the  policy  of 
adding  to  your  force  be  forbidden,  by  the  difficul- 
ty of  subsisting  it,  and  (here  arises  a  combination 
of  both  facts,  viz:  a  want  of  force  to  maintain 
your  present  position,  and  a  want  of  means  to 
subsist  a  larger  one,  in  that  case,  and  in  that 
alone,  you  will  retire  to  the  frontier  .settlements, 
and  interpose  the  wilderness  between  you  and  the 
enemy. 

These  directions  have  not  grown  out  of  any  sug- 
gestions to  be  found  in  your  letters,  but  have  been 
produced  by  a  circumspection  which  it  is  always 
proper  to  extend  beyond  the  mere  limits  of  exist- 
ing circumstances. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  &,c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Gen.  W.  H.  Harriso.n, 

Franklinton,  Ohio. 


War  Department.  March  9,  1813. 

Sir:  The  Government  have  the  intention  of 
building  a  number  of  boats  on  Lake  Erie,  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  troops  on  that  Lake. 
Cleveland  is  the  point  farthest  West,  where  any 
portion  of  these  can  be  made  with  sufficient  ex- 
pedition. If  the  whole  could  be  made-there  the 
better.  These  boats  will  be  of  the  kind  known 
by  the  name  of  Schenectady  boats,  narrow,  and 
sharp  ahead,  and  flat-bottomed.  They  will  carry 
from  forty  to  fifty  men  each,  with  their  baggage, 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  provision  for  the 
voyage.  It  is  proposed  to  commit  the  superin- 
tendence of  this  service  to  you.  and  to  bestow 
upon  you,  pro  hac  vice,  the  staff  appointment  of 
Deputy  Quartermaster  General.  If  workmen 
cannot  be  found  at  Cleveland,  and  other  places 
on  the  Lake,  you  will  take  them  from  Pittsburg, 
Such  materials  as  you  may  want,  other  than  those 
produced  by  the  country  itself,  you  will  provide 
at  Pittsburg,  and  have  sent  on  without  delay. 
Funds  for  this  purpose  will  be  put  under  your 
control,  and  you  will  be  careful  to  make  reports, 
weekly,  of  your  progress. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am.  sir,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Captain  Jesup,  Washington. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Major  General  William  H. 
Harrison  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEADttUARTEBS,  ChILICOTHE, 

March  17,  1813. 
"The  known  candor  of  your  character  is  a 
sufficient  security  for  my  receiving  your  pardon 
for  the  liberty  I  lake  in  making  objections  to  the 
plan  of  operations  communicated  in  your  letter 
of  the  5th  instant.  If  there  is  a  positive  certainty 
ot  our  getting  the  command  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
having  a  regular  force  of  three  thousand  five 
hundred,  or  even  three  thousand,  well  disciplined 
men,  the  proposed  plan  of  setting  out  from  Cleve- 
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land,  and  landing  on  the  Northern  shore,  below  this  mode  of  transportation,  even  if  the  enemy 
Maiden,  would,  perhaps,  be  the  one  by  which  that  I  should  continue  their  naval  superiority  on  the 
place  and  its  dependencies  could  be  most  easily  |  Lake  ;  bat,  with  this  advantage  on  our  side,  the 
reduced.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of  whole  baggage  of  the  army  could  be  safely  and 
the  preparations  that  are  making  to  obtain  the  '  expeditiously  carried  along  the  coast  in  the  boats 
naval  superiority   upon   Lake   Erie;  but   should    and  pirouges,  which  could  betaken  into  the  strait 


they  fail,  and  the  troops  be  assembled  at  Cleve- 
land, it  would  be  difficult  to  get  again  upon  the 
proper  track  for  making  the  attack  round  the 
head  of  the  Lake.  The  attempt  to  cross  the  Lake 
from  Cleveland  should  not  be  made  with  any 
other  than  well  disciplined  troops.     A  compara 


tively  smaller  number  of  men  of  this  description  i  be  irresistible. 


to  transport  the  army  to  the  Canada  shore. 
I      '"As  I  have  before  observed,  the  army,  unen- 
I  cumbered    with   heavy   baggage,  would   find  no 

difficulty  in  marching  round  the  Lake  at  any  sea- 
I  son,  but  what  the  enemy  would  create,  and  we 

have  the  means  of  subsisting  a  force  that  would 


could  effect  the  object,  and  for  those  the  means 
of  conveyance  might  be  obtained ;  but  the  means 
of  transporting  such  an  army  as  would  be  requir- 
ed, of  militia,  or  undisciplined  regulars,  could  not 
be  procured.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  Cleveland 
should  be  preferred  as  the  point  of  embaroation 
for  the  troops,  or  the  deposite  of  provisions  and 
stores.     These  are  already  accumulated   at  the 


••  The  objections  to  proceeding  this  way,  stated 
in  my  letter  to  Colonel  Monroe,  arose  from  the 
time  that  would  be  necessary  to  construct  boats 
after  we  should  have  arrived  at  the  strait ;  but 
this  objection  is  entirely  obviated  by  our  obtain- 
ing the  command  of  the  Lake,  as  the  boats  and 
pirouges  built  upon  the  Miami  will  answer  the 
purpose.     With  regard  to  the  quantum  of  force, 


rapids  of  Miami,  or  in  situations  to  be  easily  sent  |  my  opinion  is,  that  not  only  the  regular  troops 


thither,  to  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the  con 
sumption  of  a  protracted  campaign.  Although 
the  expense  and  difficulty  of  transporting  the  pro- 
visions, artillery,  and  stores  for  an  army,  round 
the  head  of  the  Lake,  would  be  very  considera- 
ble, the  Lake  being  possessed  by  our  ships,  and 
the  heavy  baggage  taken  in  boats  along  iis  mar- 
gin, the  troops  would  find  no  difficulty  in  the  land 
route.  The  force  contemplated  m  your  letter  is, 
in  my  opinion,  not  sufficient  to  secure  success. 
Admitting  that  the  whole  should  be  raised  by  the 


designated  in  your  letter,  but  a  large  auxiliary 
corps  of  militia  should  be  employed.  The  only 
objection  arises  from  the  expensiveness  of  troops 
of  that  description.  This,  however,  could  not 
be  an  object,  considering  the  very  short  time  tl.at 
it  would  be  necessary  to  employ  them.  Let  the 
moment  for  the  commencement  of  the  march 
from  the  rapids  be  fixed,  and  the  militia  might 
be  taken  to  that  point,  proceed  and  accomplish 
the  object,  and  return  home  in  two  months. 
"Among  the  reasons  which  make  it  necessary 


time  pointed  out,  they  would  be  very  little  supe-  \  to  employ  a  large  force,  I  am  sorry  to  mention 


nor  to  militia;  the  officers  having,  with  scarcely 
an  exception,  to  learn  their  duty  before  they  could 
instruct  their  men  ;  we  have,  therefore,  no  alter- 
native, but  to  make  up  by  numbers  the  deficiency 
in  discipline. 

■■  I  am  well  aware  of  the  intolerable  expense 
which  attends  the  employment  of  a  large  militia 
force.     We  are  now.  however,  in  a  situation  to 


the  dismay  and  disinclination  to  the  service  which 
appears  to  prevail  in  the  Western  country  ;  num- 
bers must  give  that  confidence  which  ought  to  be 
produced  by  conscious  valor  and  intrepidity, 
M'hich  never  existed  in  any  army  in  a  superior 
degree  than  among  the  greater  part  of  the  militia 
which  were  with  me  through  the  Winter.  The 
new  draughts  from  this  State  are  entirely  of  an- 


avoid  those  errors  which  made  that  of  the  last  ]  other  character,  and  are  not  to  be  depended  upon, 
campaign  so  peculiarly  heavy.  Our  supplies  are  ;  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  but  a  suflJcient  num- 
procured.and  so  deposited  that  the  period  for  the  i  ber  of  good  men  can  be  procured,  and  should 
march  of  the  army  from  the  advanced  posts  can  they  be  allowed  to  serve  on  horseback,  Kentucky 
be  ascertained  to  an  hour,  and  of  course  the  \  would  furnish  some  regiments  that  would  be  not 
troops  need  not  be  called  out  until  the  moment  I  inferior  to  those  that  fought  at  the  river  Raisin, 
they  are  to  act.     Experience  has  convinced  me  !  and  they  were,  in  my  opinion,  superior  to  any 


that  militia  are  more  efficient  in  the  early  than 
in  the  latter  part  of  their  service.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  is  my  decided  opinion  that  the  rapids 
of  Miami  should  be  the  point  of  rendezvous  for 
the  troops,  as  well  as  the  principal  depot.     In- 


militia  that  ever  look  the  field  in  modern  times. 
Eight  troops  of  cavalry  have  been  formed  in 
Kentucky  to  offer  me  their  service;  and  several 
of  them  were  intended  for  twelve  months'  vol- 
unteers.    Governor   Shelby  has  some   thoughts 


deed  it  must  necessarily  be  the  first  deposite;  ;  of  taking  the  field  in  person — a  number  of  good 
the  provisions  for  the  army  being  so  placed  that  j  men  will  follow  hira.  He  thinks  that  an  address 
they  can  be  taken  to  the  Lake  in  uo  other  way.  I  from  rae  to  the  people  of  the  Slate  would  pro- 
The  artillery  and  a  considerable  supply  of  am-  i  duce  a  good  effect.  I  have  strong  objections  to 
munition  are  already  there.     Boats  and  pirouges  |  those  addresses,  but  will,  nevertheless,  have  re- 


have  been  built  in  considerable  numbers  on  the 
Auglaize  and  St.  Mary's  rivers,  and  every  exer- 
tion is  now  making  to  increase  them,  intended 
for  the  double  purpose  of  taking  down  the  pro- 
visions to  the  rapids,  and  for  coasting  the  Lake 
with  the  baggage  of  the  army  in  its  advance.  I 
had  calculated  upon  being  able  partially  to  use 


course  to  one,  should  other  means  fail  of  bring- 
ing forward  a  sufficient  force. 

"Everv  exertion  shall,  in  the  meantime,  be 
used,  to  forward  the  recruiting  service ;  for  a  few 
weeks  I  thiok  that  my  services  would  be  more 
useful  in  that  than  any  other  employment." 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 
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\  Wab  Department,  April  4,  1813. 

■  Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  17ih  ultimo,  from 
iChillicothe.  has  been  received,  and  I  hasten  to 

•  repeat  to  you  the  views  of  the  President,  in  rela- 
:  tion  to  (he  next  campaign,  and  the  injunctions 

>  growino;  out  of  these  with  regard  to  the  employ- 
•ment  of  militia,  dec. 

J     Our  first  object  is  to  get  a   command   of  the 

•  Lakes.  Means  to  accomplish  this  object  have 
ibeen  taken,  and  we  have  the  fullest  assurance 
fthat,  by  the  firs^t  day  of  June,  it  will  be  accom- 
jplished. 

This  fact  assumed,  there  can  be  no  longer  a 
|doubt  by  what  means,  or  by  what  route,  the  di'"i- 
.iion  of  the  army  assigned  to  you,  ought  to  ap- 
.•proach  Maiden.  A  passage  by  water  will  carry 
•you  directly  to  the  fortress  you  would  attack, 
{Without  impairing  your  strength  by  fatigue,  or 
tliminishing  it  by  battle.  A  passage  by  land  will, 
J)n  the  other  hand,  call  for  great  efforts,  and  ex- 
jiose  you  to  great  losses,  which,  if  they  do  not 
^iestroy,  will  at  least  cripple  you.  The  former 
will  be  easy,  safe,  aud  economical ;  the  latter  dif- 
ficult, dangerous,  and  enormously  expensive. 
-  On  the  other  supposition,  that  we  fail  to  obtain 
fhe  command  oj  the  Lake,  a  new  question  will 
hrise:  whether  the  campaign  shall  take  an  offen- 
iive  or  defensive  character?  Be  this  question 
determined  as  it  may,  the  utmost  extent  which 
can  be  given  to  the  force  employed,  will  be  seven 
thousand  effectives. 

;  Various  reasons  determine  this  point.  The 
fnemy  have  never  had  in  the  field,  for  the  de- 
fence of  Maiden,  more  than  two  thousand  men. 

>  Their  number  has,  no  doubt,  been  hitherto 
Imited  by  their  means  of  subsistence,  and  this 
^■ause  is  not  likely  to  suffer  any  very  material 
^hange  in  their  favor  during  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign. More  than  seven  thousand  men.  there- 
fore, would  be  unnecessary  on  our  part.     Again  :' 

0  maintain  a  greater  number  would  be  imprac- 
icable  in  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury. 

It  now  remains  only  to  signify  to  you,  clearly 
ind  distinctly,  the  kind  of  force  the  Government 
laean  hereafter  to  employ,  in  offensive  operations. 
^  it  can  be  obtained. 

i  When  the  Legislature,  at  their  last  session, 
!|dopted  the  measure  of  augmenting  the  Army  to 
ftfty-two  regiments  of  the  line,  it  was  expressly 
Jii  the  view  of  superseding,  hereafter,  the  neces- 
sity of  employing  militia,  excepting  in  moments 
tif  actual  invasion.  In  obedience  to  this  policy, 
the  President  assigned  to  the  eighth  military  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States  four  of  these  new  regi- 
ioents,  which,  if  filled,  and  superadded  to  the  two 
i^egiments  of  the  line  now  in  that  district,  and 
(he  24th,  in  march  for  it.  will  givea  total  of  seven 
Eegiments,  or  seven  thousand  men.  This  num- 
ber forbids  the  belief  that  any  employment  of 
piilitia  draughts  will  be  necessary,  when  it  shall 
have  been  collected.  Till,  however,  this  be  done, 
|>r.  at  least,  till  time  be  given  for  the  experiment, 
10  many  militia  only  are  to  be  called  out  as  shall 
f>e  necessary  for  the  defence  of  your  posts  on  the 
Miami,  and  of  your  depots  of  provision  on  the 
l-ake.     And,  should  the  recruiting  service  go  on 


F. 


les.<  fortunately  in  the  patriotic  States  of  KeQ< 
tucky  and  Ohio  than  in  other  parts  of  the  Union, 
you  are,  in  that  case,  and  in  that  case  only,  au- 
thorized to  call  out  so  many  militia  draughts  as 
will  make  good  the  deficiency,  and,  organizing 
these,  under  the  rules  already  prescribed,  await 
the  further  orders  of  the  President  in  your  camp 
at  the  Rapids. 

To  these  orders  I  have  to  add,  that  you  will 
regard  it  as  your  duty  to  keep  this  Department 
regularly  and  frequently  informed  of  the  actual 
condition  of  the  troops  under  your  command  ;  as 
well  in  regard  to  equipment  and  supplies  oi"  pro- 
vision and  ammunition,  as  to  number,  discipline, 
and  health;  and  that  your  weekly  and  monthly 
reports  shall  include,  also,  the  state  of  the  ord- 
nance and  quartermaster's  departments,  noting 
particularly  the  number  of  horses  and  oxen  em- 
ployed by  both.  You  will  readily  perceive  the 
necessity  for  giving  this  order,  when  I  state  that 
no  return  of  any  description,  from  your  division 
of  the  army,  has  ever  been  received  at  the  Adju- 
tant General's  ofEce.  Your  proportion  of  the 
new  staff  has  been  given  to  you.  Captain  Ad- 
ams has  been  appointed  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, and  Mr.  Bartlett,  Deputy  Quartermaster 
General  of  your  division.  The  Brigadier  Gen- 
erals McArthur  and  Cass  are  employed  in  super- 
intending the  recruiting  service.  A  letter  from 
the  latter  gives  reason  to  believe  that  this  will 
go  on  well  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant, 

•  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Harrison, 

Commanding'  the  8lh  Military  District. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harrison  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Headquarters.  Camp  Meios, 

/!j3n7  2l,  1813. 

"  The  plan  for  future  operations,  as  laid  down 
in  your  letter  of  the  4th,  is,  no  doubt,  the  best 
that  could  have  been  devised  in  the  event  of  the 
promised  naval  success,  and  a  prosperous  is^ue  to 
the  recruiting  business.  My  measures  will,  there- 
fore be  entirely  directed  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
campaign  in  that  way. 

"  There  is  nothing  to  be  feared  as  to  the  ulte- 
rior operations  of  the  campaign. 

■'  I  shall  cause  the  movements  of  the  enemy  to 
be  narrowly  watched  ;  but,  in  the  event  of  their 
landing  at  Lower  Sandusky,  that  post  cannot  be 
saved.  I  will  direct  it,  in  such  an  event,  to  be 
evacuated.  The  stores  there  are  not  of  much 
consequence,  excepting  about  five  hundred  stands 
of  arras,  which  I  will  cause  to  be  removed  as 
soon  as  the  roads  are  practicable;  at  present  it  is 
impossible." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Ma- 
jor General  William  H.  Harrison,  dated 

War  Department,  May  8.  1813. 
"Your  letters  of  the  21>t  and  25ih  ultimo  have 
been  received.     I  never  meant  that  you,  or  your 
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artillery,  or  stores  for  the  campaign,  now  col- 
lected at  Fort  Mfigt,  should  be  brought  back  to 
Cleveland  for  embarcation.  My  intention  wa>, 
that  the  boats  built  there  should  move  along  the 
coast,  in  the  wake  of  the  fleet,  to  Sandu>ky,  or 
to  the  very  foot  of  the  rapids,  if  that  were  prac- 
ticable and  expedient,  taking  in,  on  the  route, 
what  was  wanted.  The  boats  building  and  built 
by  Major  Je.-up  are  not  decked,  but  strong  and 
bigh-Mded.and  very  competent  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Lake,  particularly  between  the  chain  of 
islands  and  the  west  shore." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  came  to  the  same. 
War  Departme.nt,  May  21,  1S13. 

''Your  future  requisitions  for  ordnance  stores 
will  be  governed  by  the  quantity  on  hand  at 
Fori  Meigs  and  Franklintou,  and  by  the  number 
and  calibers  of  ine  pieces  you  propose  to  take 
with  you  against  Maiden.  Your  whole  train,  if 
1  am  well  informed, amounts  to  thirty-five  pieces, 
of  which  nine  are  eighteen  pounders. 

'' Ttie  24lh  regiment  was,  on  the  lOlh  instant, 
at  Lexington,  (Kentucky,)  on  their  way  to  Cleve- 
land. You  Will  give  It  any  other  poinl  of  ren- 
dezvous you  may  think  proper,  and  adopt  such 
means  lo  assemble  the  other  parts  of  your  divis- 
ion as  will  be  most  advisable.  On  tins  head,  1 
would  but  suggest,  that  the  arrangement  which 
shall  best  masK  your  real  design,  and  most  im- 
press the  enemy  with  a  belief  that  your  march 
to  Maiden  will  be  by  land,  will  be  the  best. 

'■Clothing  for  the  26ih,  27ih,  and  2Sth  regi- 
ments, has  been  forwarded  from  Philadelphia. 

''  Ttie  last  accounts  of  the  boats  preparing  by 
Major  Jesup  were  favorable.  That  officer  will, 
oectssarily,  report  to  you,  and  take  your  orders." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  tame  to  the  same. 
War  Departme.nt,  July  14,  1813. 

•'Orders  have  been  sent  to  Captain  Perry  to 
communicate  to  you  the  naval  movements,  and 
lo  concert  with  you  the  necessary  co-operations. 

"Of  the  militia,  you  are  authorized  to  take 
what,  in  your  judgment,  will  be  necessary.  Such 
of  the  Kentucky  miliiia  as  are  in  service  would 
be  belter  than  a  new  draught.  There  is  (of  the 
Pennsylvania  militia)  one  regiment  at  Erie, 
armed,  equipped,  &-c.  These  are  subjected  to 
your  command." 


War  Department,  Aug.  5,  1813. 
Sir:  The  best  inierprelaiion  uf  the  late  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  in  your  quarter,  is,  that  De 
Rottenberg  has  detached  to  the  aid  of  Proctor 
between  lour  and  five  hundred  men,  and  that, 
with  these,  he  is  attempting  to  save  Maiden  by 
attacking  Fort  .Meigs.  If  ihis  conjecture  be  well 
founded,  it  suggests  the  true  policy  on  our  part, 
provided  the  flotilla  was  over  the  bar.  Go  di- 
rectly to  Maiden,  and  leave  Mr.  Proctor  to  amuse 
himself  with  Fort  Meig<!.  There  is  no  objection 
to  your  appointing  the  sergeants  to  other  offices, 


pro  tempore.     Captain  Butler  has  been  appointed 
.Major  of  the  32d  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Gee,  Captain  in  the  42d. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Harhiso.n. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from   Major  General  William  H. 
Harrison,  lo  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
HEAOaCARTERS,  SeNECA  ToWN, 

August  22,  1813. 
''I  am  exerting  every  nerve  to  complete  my 
preparations  for  crossing  the  Lake  as  soon  as  I 
am  reinforced  by  two  thousand  of  the  Kentucky 
miliiia.  That  number  is  indispensable,  from  the 
sickly  state  of  the  regular  troops,  of  whom  I 
shall  think  myself  fortunate  to  take  with  me  two- 
fifths  of  the  aggregate  amount." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

IlEAOaCARTERS,  SeNECA  ToWN, 

August  29,  1813. 
''  I  shall  be  able  to  embark,  some  day  between 
the  10th  and  15th  proximo,  with  upwards  of 
2,000  regular  troops,  and  3,000  miliiia.  Every 
exertion  has  been,  and  is  continued  to  be  made, 
to  prepare  for  the  contemplated  offensive  opera- 
tions ;  but,  as  we  could  not  navigate  the  lake  until 
our  flotilla  came  up,  nor  accumulate  at  any  point  on 
its  margin  the  stores  that  were  at  Upper  Sandusky 
and  Fort  Winchester,  during  Proctor's  late  inva- 
sion, it  will  take  the  time  I  have  mentioned  be- 
fore the  embarcation  can  be  effected.  It  might  be 
facilitated  by  moving  the  troops  that  are  here, 
immediately  to  the  lake,  and  then  waiting  for  the 
Kentucky  militia.  But  so  extremely  unhealthy 
is  the  whole  of  the  Southern  shore,  from  Huron  to 
the  river  Raisin,  that  the  mo.st  fatal  effects  would 
follow  ilie  keeping  the  troops  upon  it,  even  for  a 
few  days.  You  can  form  a  correct  eslims»te  of 
the  dreadful  effects  of  the  immense  body  of  stag- 
nant water,  with  which  the  vicinity  of  the  Lakes 
abounds,  from  the  state  of  the  troops  at  Lower 
Sandusky.  Upwards  of  ninety  are  reported  on 
\\\*'  sick  list,  out  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty. 
Those  at  Fort  Meigs  are  not  much  better." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Major  General   William  H. 
Harrison  lo  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Headquarters,  Bass  Island, 

September  22,  1813. 
'•  The  greater  part  of  the  troops  are  here  with 
me.  and  the  whole  will,  I  believe,  be  up  by  twelve 
o'clock.  I  shall  proceed  as  far  as  the  Middle  Sis- 
ter, in  ihe  course  of  to-night  and  to-morrow,  and, 
in  the  following  night  get  so  near  the  enemy'.<t 
coast  as  to  land  two  or  three  miles  below  Maiden, 
by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  These  pros- 
pects may.  however, be  retarded  by  adverse  winds. 
Commodore  Perry  gives  me  every  assistance  in 
his  puwer,  but  his  crews  were  so  much  rut  up  in 
the  late  action,  that  he  cannot  navigate  his  vessels 
without  the  aid  of  my  men." 
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War  Department,  Sackett's  Harbor, 

September  22,  IS  13. 

Sir  :  Information  has  readied  me,  througb  va- 
rious but  unofficial  ciianaels,  that  Commodore 
Perry  had  captured  the  whole  of  the  British  fleet 
on  Lake  Erie.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  a  matter  ol 
much  personal  and  public  congratulation.  It  en- 
ables you  to  make  sure  of  MalJen,  and.  as  a  sub- 
sequent measure,  to  carry  your  mam  body  down 
to  the  lake,  atf^  by  throwing  yourself  into  De  Rot- 
tenberg's  rear,  to  compel  liiiu  to  quit  his  new  po- 
sitions before  Fort  George.  After  General  VVii- 
kinsoa  shall  have  left  that  place,  there  v/ill  be 
found  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Niagara  a  force 
amounting  to  three  thousand  men,  who  will  be 
subjected  to  your  orders.  By  giving  this  new 
direction  to  your  operations,  you  will  readily  per- 
ceive of  how  much  importance  it  is,  iu  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Executive,  to  be  able  to  expel  the  ene- 
my from  the  country  lying  between  the  two  likes, 
Erie  and  Ontario,  than  to  pursue  the  Indians  into 
their  woody  and  distant  recesses.  A  i'tw  days 
will  put  us  in  motion  from  this  point. 

Accept  my  best  wishes,  dec. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

General  Harrison. 


HEAOaUARTERS,  AMHERaTBUHGH, 

September  21 ,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you.  that  I 
landed  the  army  under  my  command  about  three 
miles  below  this  place,  at  three  o'clock  this  even- 
ing, without  opposition,  and  took  possession  of 
the  town  in  an  hour  after.  General  Proctor  has 
retreated  to  Sandwich,  with  his  regular  troops 
and  Indians,  having  previously  burned  the  foft, 
navy  yard,  barracks,  and  public  store  houses. 
The  two  latter  were  very  extensive,  covering 
several  acres  of  ground.  I  will  pursue  the  enemy 
to-morrow,  although  there  is  no  probability  ut 
overtaking  him,  as  he  has  upwards  oi  1,000  horses, 
and  we  have  not  one  in  the  army.  I  shall  think 
myself  fortunate  to  be  able  to  collect  a  sufficiency 
10  mount  the  general  officers.  It  is  supposed 
here  that  General  Proctor  intends  to  establish 
himself  upon  the  river  French,  forty  miles  from 
Maiden. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 

WM.  HENRY  HARRISON. 

John  Ar.mstrong,  Esq.,  kiec^ry  War. 


i: 


Extract  of  a  letter  from    Major   General  William  H. 
Harrison  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEADttLARTERS,  MORAVIAN  TOWN, 

on  the  river  Thames,  Oct.  5,  1814. 
''I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  the  army  under  my  com- 
mand has.  this  evening,  obtained  a  complete  vic- 
tory over  the  combined  Indian  and  British  forces, 
under  the  command  of  General  Proctor.  I  be- 
lieve that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  regu- 
lars are  taken  or  killed  ;  amongst  the  former  are 
all  the  superior  officers,  except  General  Proctor. 
My  mounted  men  are  now  in  pursuit  of  him. 
Our  loss  is  very  trifling." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEAoacAHTERs.  Detroit,  Oct.  16,  1813. 

"A  detachment  of  the  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  McArthur,  has  been 
I'or  some  days  wailing  at  this  place  for  the  neces- 
sary provisions  to  proceed  to  Lake  Michigan.  I 
am  sorry  to  inform  you,  however,  that,  from  the 
eflects  of  a  violent  storm,  there  is  now  no  pros- 
pect of  accomplishing  that  desirable  object,  the 
reduction  of  Michilimackinac,  this  season.  It 
wiih  the  greatest  regret  I  inform  you,  that  it  it 
almost  reduced  to  a  certainty,  that  two  of  our 
schooners  have  been  lost  on  Lake  Erie,  the  Chip- 
pewa and  Ohio;  the  former  loaded  with  the 
baggage  of  the  troops  from  Bass  Island,  the  latter 
with  flour  and  salt  provisions  from  Cleveland." 

"  Upon  a  consultation  with  the  two  Brigadiers, 
and  Commodore  Perry  and  Captain  Elliot,  it 
was  unanimously  determined  that  the  season  is 
too  far  advanced  to  attempt  an  expedition  to 
Mackinack,  if  it  were  not  commenced  in  two  or 
three  days,  and  there  was  no  hoj)es  of  supplies 
being  obtained  in  that  time. 

*'It  is  generally  believed  here,  that  General 
Proctor  despatched  an  order  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Mackinack.  to  destroy  the  post,  and  re- 
treat by  the  way  of  Grand  River.  At  any  rate, 
it  is  not  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  have 
that  place  in  our  pos^session  during  the  Winter, 
cut  ofl"  as  it  is  from  a  communication  with  the 
rest  of  the  world.'' 


Sackett-s  Harbor,  Oct.  20,  1313. 

Sir:  The  enemy's  corps  before  Fort  George 
broke  up  their  cantonments  on  the  9th,  and 
marched  rapidly  for  Burlington  Bay,  which  he 
reached  on  the  lltb.  By  taking  this  route  he 
may  intend  to  reinforce  Proctor  on  the  river 
French,  or  Kingston,  at  the  bead  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence. He  was  apprized  of  the  abandonment  of 
Maiden  on  the  fifth. 

We  are,  perhaps,  too  remote  to  profit  by  each 
other's  suggestions;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  Sandwich  is  the  point  at  which  Proctor  will 
slop,  if  you  pursue  him.  From  Point  aux  Pins, 
on  Lake  Erie,  there  is  a  good  road,  to  Chatham, 
on  the  Thames;  the  distance  is  not  more  than 
twenty-four  miles.  Were  this  gained,  and  tra- 
velled back  to  Sandwich,  the  enemy's  means  for 
subsistence  might  be  destroyed,  and  himself  com- 
pelled to  surrender.  But  of  the  practicability  of 
this,  you  are  the  best  judge.  My  opinion  is  sug- 
gested by  the  map. 

The  first  division  of  this  army  sailed  two  days 
ago.     The  second  and  the  reserve  follow  to-day. 

Yours,  with  great  respect, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Harrison. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Headquarters,  Erie.  Pa.,  Oct.  21,  1813. 
"  Sjon  after  my  letter  to  you  of  the  16th   in- 
stant was  written,  I  was  informed  that  a  special 
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messenger,  with  despatches  from  you.  had  left 
Bass  Isiand  in  the  schooner  Chippewa,  which  had 
been  driven  from  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  river 
in  a  violent  storm;  and  from  the  circumstance 
of  a  quantity  of  baggage,  belonging  lo  the  officers, 
which  was  Known  to  be  on  board,  being  found  on 
the  lake  shore,  she  was  believed  to  have  been  lost. 
As  I  had  nearly  completed  the  arrangement  for  a 
suspension  of  hostilities  with  the  Indians,  although 
I  had  no  information  as  to  the  movement  of  the 
army  on  Lake  Ontario,  I  determined  to  embark 
General  McArthur's  brigade,  and  the  battalion  of 
the  United  States'  riflemen,  and  proceed  with 
them  down  the  lake,  until  I  could  receive  some 
certain  informationof  the  movements  of  the  army 
under  General  Wilkinson,  and  what  was  expect- 
ed from  me.  I  arrived  here  this  morning,  with 
Commodore  Perry,  in  the  Ariel,  having  left  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet  at  Bass  Island.  It  is  pro- 
bable they  will  be  here  this  evening,  when  we 
shall  immediately  proceed  to  Bufi'dlo." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Headquarters,  Buffalo.  Oct.  24,  1813. 

"  I  have  this  moment  landed  at  this  place,  from 
on  board  the  schooner  Ariel,  which  is  one  of  the 
seven  vessels  with  which  I  left  Detroit,  having 
on  board  the  greater  part  of  McArthur's  brigade, 
and  the  detachment  of  United  States'  rifle  regi- 
ment, under  Colonel  Smith.  The  other  vessels 
are  all.  I  believe,  in  sight,  and  will  be  up  in  a 
short  time.  The  aggregate  number  of  troops 
with  me  is  about  thirteen  hundred,  hut  not  more 
than  one  thousand  fit  for  duty.  Before  this 
reaches  you,  you  no  doubt  will  be  informed  of 
the  loss  of  your  messenger.  Captain  Brown,  with 
the  despatches  that  were  intrusted  with  him. 
Not  having  received  your  directions,  and  being 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  state  of  our  military  ope- 
rations in  this  quarter.  I  was  much  at  a  loss  to 
know  how  to  proceed;  but  believing  that  Gene- 
ral Cass  with  his  brigade  would  be  able  to  secure 
Detroit,  and  our  adjacent  conquests,  after  having 
concluded  an  armistice  with  a  greater  part  of  the 
hostile  tribes,  I  concluded  that  I  could  not  do  bet- 
ter than  to  move  down  the  lake  with  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  troops.  A  part  of  McArthur's 
brigade  is  still  at  Bass  Island,  where  they  were 
left  for  the  want  of  means  of  conveyance ;  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  their  baggage  was  also 
left  from  the  same  cause.  Means,  however,  have 
been  taken  to  collect,  and  bring  them  on. 

'•  I  shall  move  down  the  troops  immediately  to 
Fort  George,  where  I  shall  await  your  orders  un- 
less an  opportunity  should  previously  occur  of 
striking  at  the  enemy.  The  information  I  have 
received  here  of  the  situation  and  movements  of 
the  enemy,  on  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  is  vague 
and  contradictory." 


War  Department.  Wilna.  Oct.  30.  1813. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letters  of  the  fifth  and  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  instant. 


The  despatch  by  Captain  Brown,  and  which 
with  him  was  lost  in  Lake  Erie,  suggested,  as 
an  uherior  movement,  the  coming  down  to  the 
Niagara  river,  putting  yourself  on  the  right  and 
rear  of  De  Rottenberg's  position  before  Fort 
George;  while  General  McClure.  with  his  brig- 
ade of  militia,  volunteers,  and  Indians,  .''hould 
approach  them  in  front.  The  enemy  seems  to 
have  b'.en  aware  of  this,  or  of  some  similar  move- 
ment, as  he  began  his  retreat  on  the  ninth,  and 
did  not  stop  until  he  had  gained  the  h^5»«|«^f  Bur- 
lington Bay,  where  I  understand,  by  r%^(yt.  he 
yet  IS.  This  is  his  last  strong  hold  in  the  pen- 
insula. Routed  from  this,  he  must  surrender,  or 
make  his  way  down  Lake  Ontario  to  Kingston. 
His  force  is  estimated  at  twelve  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred effectives.  The  capture  or  destruction  of 
this  corps  would  be  a  glorious  finale  to  your  cam- 
paign. Our  operations  in  this  quarter  are  but 
beginning,  at  a  lime  when  they  ought  to  have 
ended. 

I  shall  go  on  slowly  towards  Utica,  where  I 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral Gaines. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  dated 

BooNsviLLK,  November  3,  I8l3. 
"  I  have  fortunately  met  Colonel  Gaines  on  the 
way  to  his  regiment.  The  deputy  paymaster 
shall  have  orders  lo  attend  to  the  brigade  you 
have  brought  with  you.  Captain  Butler  will  act 
as  your  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  and  shall  re- 
ceive an  appointment  as  such.  The  officers  of 
the  several  corps  composing  your  division,  (as 
well  those  at  Fort  George  as  of  General  Cass's 
brigade)  not  indispensable  to  the  command  of 
the  troops  now  in  the  field,  should  be  immedi- 
ately despatched  on  the  recruiting  service.  I  need 
not  invoke  your  attention  to  a  subject  so  impor- 
tant to  the  early  and  successful  opening  of  the 
next  campaign,  and  to  the  extent  and  character 
of  your  particular  command.  Will  the  whole  of 
Cass's  brigade  be  wanted  to  the  Westward?  In 
the  event  of  a  peace  with  the  savages,  a  less  force 
will  be  sufficient;  and  to  hasten  and  secure  this 
event,  the  present  impressions  must  be  seized. 
Of  the  warriors  suing  for  peace,  one  or  more 
should  be  sent  by  the  nearest  route,  and  by  the 
most  expeditious  mode,  to  the  Creek  Nation. 
The  story  of  their  defeat  by  you,  and  subsequent 
abandonment  by  the  British,  communicated  by 
themselves,  would  probably  have  a  decided  eff'ect 
on  their  red  brethren  of  the  South,  and  save  us 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  beating  them  into  a 
sense  of  their  own  interest.  When  I  wrote  to 
you  from  Wilna,  it  was  doubtful  whether  our 
attack  would  be  made  directly  upon  Kingston  or 
upon  Montreal.  Reasons  exist  for  our  preferring 
the  latter  course,  and  have  probably  determined 
General  Wilkinson  to  go  down  the  St.  Lawrence. 
In  this  case,  the  enemy  will  have,  at  Kingston, 
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besides  his  fleet,  a  garrison  of  twelve  to  fourteen 
^  ^hundred  men.  Had  we  not  a  corps  in  the  neigh- 
'-  "borhood.  these  ruight  do  mischief,  and  even  render 
•  insecure  the  Winter  scation  of  our  fleet.  To  pre- 
;  Tent  this  it  is  deemed  advi-able  to  draw  together. 
-■    It  Sacketi's  Harbor,  a  considerable  military  fo'ce. 

♦  There  are  now  at  that  post  between  four  and  Ave 
.J  hundred  men  of  all  descriptions — sick,  convales- 
^  cent,  and  efl"eciive.  Colonel  Scott's  detachment 
C'v(ibout  seven  hundred)  are  on  their  march  t  hit  her; 
r'«nd  it  is  barely  po.-isible  that  Colonel  Randolph's 

(not  arriving  in  time  to  move  with  liie  array) 

may  be  there  also.     This  does  not  exceed   three 

hundred  and  6fiy.     McArthur's  brigade  added  to 

ihese,  will  make  a  force  entirely  competent  to  our 

•'object.     To  bring  this  brigade  down  the  lake  you 

'rroust  have  the  aid  of  the  fleet,  which   will   be 

'  readily   given    by   Commodore   Chauncey.      On 

'  this  point  I  shall  write  to  him,  and  suggest  a  com- 

.'.  niunication  with  you  in  relation  to  it. 

«      '"This  new  disposition   will  render  necessary 

*  the  employment  of  so  many  of  the  railitia  and 
-' Tolunteers,  now  in   service   under  General  Mc- 

•  Clure,  as  you  may  deem  competent  to  the  safe- 
'^ keeping  of  Forts  George  and  Niagara,  and  their 
'."dependencies." 


1^-  '  Headqcarters,  Newark, 

,'  Sorember  16,  1813. 

!\      Sir:  Commodore  Chauncey,  with  the   fleet, 
I"   arrived  here  yesterday  morning,  and   informed 
me  that  he    was  ready  to  receive  the  troops  lo 
convey  them  down  the  Lake;  and  that  the  sea- 
*.  son  was  so  far  advanced,  rendering  the  naviga- 
.f.  lion  dangerous  to  the  smaller  vessels,  that  it  was 
♦desirable  they  should    be  embarked  as  expedi- 
!i',  tiously  as  possible.     As  a  very  small  part  of  the 
"^  militia  and  volunteers  l;ad  arrived,  and  the  situ- 
ation of  Sacketi's  Harbor  appearing  to  me  to  re- 
;. quire  immediate  reinforcement,  I  did  not  think 
^proper  to  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of 

•  postponing  the  departure  of  the  troops  for  the 
.;  lower  pan  of  the  lake,  conformably  to  the  direc- 
X  tions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  third  instant. 

The   information    I    received    yesterday  from 

two   respectable  citizens,  that    were   taken    near 

Fort   Meigs,   in   June  last,  and   who  made  their 

.^escape  in  an  open   boat  from    Burlington,  con- 

.  firms  me  in  the   propriety  of  sending  them   off. 

Tnese  men   slate    the    troops  were    liurrying  to 

1  Kingston  from  York  as  fast  as  possible.     The 

>  regulars  going  down    in  boats,  and   the   militia 

•  bringing  the  latter  back. 

The  troops  are  now  all   embarked,  and  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Smith,  who  is  an  ofli- 
'  cer  in  whose  capacity  and  bravery  the  greatest 
/'  reliance  may  be  placed. 

r*  I  shall  set  out  this  evening  for  the  seat  of  Gov- 
»  ernment. 

i  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  the  highest  con- 
i.  sideration.  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

I  WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

^      Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

•  Secretary  of  War. 


Correspondence  xcith   Governor  Shtlby  in  relU' 
lion  to  the  Northioestem  campaign. 

Frankfort,  August  1,  1813. 

Sir  :  A  few  days  ago  I  was  honored  with  a 
letter  from  General  Harrison,  under  date  of  the 
20th  ultimo,  by  his  Aid-decamp,  Major  Trimble. 
In  it  he  says,  that  "  he  had  just  received  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War.  authorizing  him  to 
call  from  the  neighboring  States  such  numbers  of 
militia  as  he  might  deem  requisite  for  the  ensu- 
ing operations  against  Upper  Canada."  In  pur- 
suance of  that  power,  he  has  made  a  requisition 
on  the  Government  of  Kentucky  for  reinforce- 
ments, and  has  referred  me  to  Major  Trimble  for 
information,  dec,  and  has,  in  warm  terms,  soli* 
cited  my  taking  the  field  in  person.  Much  delay 
would  have  been  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
ordering  out  the  militia  as  infantry,  in  the  ordi- 
nary mode,  by  draught.  As  mounted  volunteers, 
a  competent  force  can,  I  feel  confident,  be  easily 
raised.  I  have,  therefore,  appointed  the  31sl  of 
this  month,  at  Newport,  in  this  State,  for  a  gen- 
eral rendezvous  of  mounted  volunteers. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  President,  a  copy  of  my  address  to 
the  militia  of  this  State  on  the  occasion. 

The  prospect  of  acting  eflSciently  against  Up- 
per Canada  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  call  forth  a 
large  force  to  our  standard,  and  they  will  be  im- 
mediately marched  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
Northwestern  army,  in  such  bodies  as  will  best 
facilitate  their  movements  ;  when  there  they  can 
act  as  fool  or  mounted,  as  circumstances  may 
require. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  ihe 
President  on  this  subject,  previous  to  my  depar- 
ture from  this  place,  and  I  request  the  favor  of 
you  to  lay  this  letter  immediately  before  bim  for 
his  consideration,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  apprize  ine  of  the  result  by  the  earliest  con- 
veyance. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  SHELBY. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  H'ar. 


Red  Hook,  North  River. 

August  21,  1813. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Ex- 
cellency's letter  of  the  1st  of  August,  by  the 
Southern  mail  of  yesterday,  and  of  learning  from 
the  War  Office  that  a  copy  of  it  had  been  for- 
warded to  the  President  for  his  consideration  and 
orders.  These  will  be  communicated  to  your 
Excellency  as  promptly  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
His  Ex'cy  the  Governor  or  Kkntccky. 

NoTK. — It  is  understood  that  it  was  not  until  the 
receipt  of  the  above  at  the  War  OfEce,  for  tranamis- 
sion  to  Kentucky,  that  Governor  Shelbj's  letter  was 
sent  to  the  Prendenl. 
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War  Office,  September  27,  1S13. 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
the  President  has  been  pleased  to  approve  your 
arrangements,  in  substituting  volunteers  for  the 
detached  militia  required  by  General  Harrison. 

The  term  of  service  for  the  detachment  under 


nance  and  fixed  ammunition  belonging  to  the 
artillery  were  only  to  leave  Albany  on  the  fifth, 
and  the  latter  for  the  infantry  i^  not  yet  on  iL^ 
way.  notwithstanding  my  order  to  Major  Bom- 
ford,  as  early  as  the  12ih  or  15th  of  August ;  and 
without  It  I  shall  be  fifty  rounds  a  man  short, 
having  now  less  than  lilty,  including  those  in  the 


your  Excellency  must  depend  on  the  arrange 
inents  of  the  commanding  General,  to  whom  you 
are  referred  for  the  necesssary  information  rela- 
tive to  their  duty,  and  the  points  where  your 
troops  will  be  expected  to  operate. 

It  will  be  proper  for  your  Excellency  to  keep 
up  a  correspondence  with  General  Harrison, 
This  is  rendered  the  more  necessary,  as  the  sev- 
eral requisitions  which  have  been  made  by  him 
for  volunteers  and  militia  have  not  been  accu- 
rately reported  to  the  W^ar  Office  ;  and  it  is  pos- 
sible he  may  find  it  advisable  to  discharge  a  part 
of  your  force  before  they  reach  the  frontier. 

In  the  present  critical  period  of  the  campaign, 
it  seems  advisable  to  submit  all  further  arrange- 
ments to  General  Harrison,  under  the  instructions 
he  has  received  from  the  President  through  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

With  perfect  respect,   I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
DANIEL  PARKER. 
C.  C.  yi'ur  Department. 

His  Ex'cy  Isaac  Shelby. 

Governor  of  Kentucky. 


.  !  cartridge  boxes. 


But  what  is  worse  than  all. 
I'- 


Correspondence  bettoeen  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Major  General  Hampton. 

September  1,  1813. 

Dear  Sir  :  Prevost  has  gone  up  to  the  head  of 
the  Lake  ;  Yeo  has  followed  him.  The  object 
is  either  to  attack  Boyd,  or  to  draw  Wilkinson  lo 
the  West,  and  spin  out  the  campaign,  without 
either  giving  or  receiving  blows  of  decided  char- 
acter. In  either  case,  his[Prevost'4j  rear  is  man- 
ifestly neglected,  and  we  must  not  lose  the  ad- 
vantage he  presents  for  attacking  it.  Wilkinson 
has  gone  on  to  Fort  George  to  baffle  Prevost,  (if 
the  former  be  his  object.)  and  to  bring  off  the 
army,  should  the  other  be  manifestly  his  inten- 
tion. If  Chauncey  beat  Yeo,  Sir  George's  case 
will  be  desperate.  This  is  the  pivot  on  which 
the  issue  of  the  campaign  turns. 


the 
]  (Quartermaster  Greneral's  arrangement  for  the 
i  land  transportation  is  shaped  to  (he  20th.  and  can- 
I  not  be  mot  at  an  earlier  day. 

A  descent  by  water,  and  direct   attack  on  the 

I  Isle   aux   Noix,  is  out   of  the  question.     It  is  a 

I  place  of  immense  strength,  and  cannot  be  ap- 

j  proached   but  by  a  decided  superiority  of  naval 

I  strength.     This   Commodore   McDonough   does 

;  not  pretend  to  assume  in  the  narrow  waters.    He 

!  has   this  morning  been  explicitly  consulted  upon 

I  that  point.     Our  approach  must  be  by  the  Plains 

of  Acadia.     1  have  directed  a  monthly  return  to 

be  enclosed.     Our  strength  will  be  less  than  4,000 

effectives.     Lane  and  Leonard's  regiments  have 

come  on,  with  mumps  and  measles  upon  them, 

and  totally  de>tilute  of  the  least  instruction.  Too 

I  much  must  not   be  expected  from   us.     All  ac- 

counts  concur  in   representing  the  force  of  the 

j  enemy  at   more   than   5.000,  exclusive  of  three 

i  battalions  of  incorporated  militia  (twelve  months' 

men)  stationed  at  the  Cedars  and  Cascade*,  some 

distance    up   the    St.    Lawrence.     If  any   have 

gone  to  Kingston,  they  have  been  detached  from 

these    points.     These    battalions    consist   of  400 

men  each. 

I  shall  expect  information  from  you  respecting 
the  state  of  things  above,  but  shall  not  wait  a 
moment  for  it  after  I  am  ready. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON. 
Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

Sixretary  of  War. 


I  am,  dear  sir. 


yours,  dec. 
JOHN 


ARMSTRONG. 


Camp,  NEAR  Burlinqton, 
September  7.  1813. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  Isl  instant  came  lo 
hand  by  express  last  evening.  My  dispositions 
for  a  movement  had  been  shaped  to  meet  the  ar- 
rangement communicated  in  my  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo  ;  but  I  called  together  the  Heads  of 
Departments  this  morning  to  know  how  far  it 
would  be  practicable  to  anticipate  that  which 
you  had  indicated  in  your  despatch  of  the  29th. 
and  il  was  found  impracticable. 


Learned's  regiment  has  not  arrived. 
13lli  Con.  2d  Sess.— 76 


Sackett's  Harbor,  Sept.  13,  1813. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  has  been 
received.  Chauncey  probably  fought  a  battle  on 
the  11th  instant.  A  heavy  cannonade  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  at  this  place  for  several  hours,  and 
a  boat  from  Great  Sodus  states  that  an  engage- 
ment between  the  fleets  took  place  off  Presque 
Isle,  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  Lake.  (Presque 
Isle  is  nearly  opposite  to  Great  Sodus.)  We  are 
anxiously  looking  for  the  result.  Had  Chauncey 
been  beaten,  or  so  crippled  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  go  into  port,  we  should  have  seen 
him  here  before  to-day.  His  absence  and  hi» 
silence  gives  us,  therefore,  an  assurance  that  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  issue  of  tbe  battle,  it  has 
not  disabled  him  from  covering  the  intended 
movement  of  the  troops. 

Our  information  differs  widely  from  yours  as 
to  the  strength  of  the  enemy  at  Montreal  and  ils 
dependencies.  A  deserter  from  a  British  de» 
tachment  of  three  hundred  men.  moving  from 
.Montreal   lo  Kingston,  and  who  left  them  near 


Theord-  I  the  head  of  the  rapids,  came  to  ibis  post  the  day 
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befote  yesterday.  He  states  that  the  whole  reg- 
ular force  near  Montreal  does  not  exceed  one 
thouHand  effeciiTes,  and  that  but  three  hundred 
iovitjids  hare  been  left  at  Q,uebec.  This  agrees 
Willi  iDforraalion  received  through  other  chan- 
nels: l^ss  direct,   and  perbap;-  less  correct   than 

yooK. 

F|oi-n  General  Wilkinson  I  have  not  beard  a 
sylk/bie  since  his  arrival  at  Fort  George,  which 
was  on  the  4th  instant.  He  must  now  be  on  the 
poini  of  moving.     -^ 

Tlie  10:h  and  3'Jd  regiments  are  in  march  for 
Platjsburg.  The  latter  was  destined  for  this 
plaov,  but  learning  that  it  could  not  leave  Phil- 
adelphia before  the  12th.  I  have  given  to  it  the 
shorjer  march  and  nearer  scene  of  action. 

It^is  much  to  be  regretted  that  our  naval  means 
on  Jiake  Champlam  bhould  have  fallen  so  far 
show  of  their  object.  To  our  operations  an  as- 
cendency in  the  narrow  parts  of  the  Lake  is  of 
infitjiie  moment.  A  well  chosen  position  on  the 
plai^is  is  the  alternative  of  most  promise.  It 
may  keep  the  difl'erent  corps  of  the  enemy  in  a 
stau-  of  separation. 

With  great  respect.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent'aml  very  humble  servant, 

*  JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

^ajor  General  Hampton. 

j;  

^        HEADftUAHTERS.  Cu.MBERLAND  HeaD, 

?  September  15,  1813. 

f^iH  :  I  have  got  my  forces  nearly  concentrated 
at  (ills  point;  and,  with  McDonough's  aid,  have 
puw  a.  stopper  on  the  lake,  which  insures  tran- 
quility wliile  my  operations  are  going  on.  All 
norS'  depends  on  the  Quartermaster  General,  and 
I  believe  he  will  surmount  every  obstacle.  I 
shall  soon  be  ready.     I  am,  &c. 

/  WADE  HAMPTON. 

Hi)n.  Secretary  of  War. 


Sackett's  Harbor,  iiept.  19, 1313. 
IDear  General:  Chauncey  has  chased  Yeo 
round  the  lake,  and  obliged  him  to  take  shelter  in 
K^iljjston.  The  Commodore  has  now  gone  op  to 
Fort  George  to  bring  down  the  troops.  Wc  are 
ready  at  this  point  to  embark.  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  tlie  30th  before  our  forces  will  be  assembled 
and  m  motion.  Your  movements  may  of  course 
be  somewhat  delayed  ;  say  to  the  25th  or  26th. 
if  is  believed   in    Kingston   that    Sir    George 


Pf^vost  is  about  goinc  to  Q,uebec.     Will  he  not 
Yours,  faithfully. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


sto^)  at  Montreal? 
CJeneral  Hampto.n". 


,         Headquarters.  Little  Chazey. 

September  22.  \Si3. 

fi-in  :  At  6  o'clock.  P.  M.,  on  the  19th.  I  dropped 
do^n  with  the  army  from  Cumberland  Head  for 
th»J  shore  near  this  place,  and  landf'd  at  12  o'clock 
atinight,  and  an  hour  after  had  the  light  corps  of 
tl^B  army  in  motion  against  the  advanced  posts  of 
t^  enemy — Snelling\s  command  against  a  post 


a  little  over  the  line,  on  the  lake  shore,  and  Ham- 
ilton's against  Odletown.  The  blow  was  to  have 
been  blruck  at  the  dawn,  and  the  corps  were  to 
unite  at  the  lafter  place,  twelve  miles  distant. 
Both  corps  were  misled  by  their  guides.  Snel- 
ling  finding  himself  out  of  his  way  for  the  first 
point,  pushed  for  the  second  ;  and  as  Hamilton 
had  taten  a  circuit  to  gel  below  it,  Snelling  ar- 
rived first  and  fell  upon  the  picket  in  a  house, 
which  he  killed  or  took,  eicept  two  or  three,  and 
the  main  body  escaped. 

Hamilton  arrived  soon  after ;  the  army  joined 
them  a  little  after  nine.  A  few  desperate  Indians 
continued  to  lurk  about  the  distant  bushes,  and 
frequently  crawled  up  and  fired  upon  our  sentries 
during  the  day  and  the  succeeding  night. 

One  was  killed  on  his  post  in  the  dark,  and  two 
or  three  others  wounded.  They  were  frequently 
drove  off  and  the  thickets  scoured,  but  they  con- 
tinued to  hover  around  as  long  as  we  staid.  The 
army  had  on  their  backs  five  days'  provisions, 
and  my  intention  was  to  push  through  the  wood, 
remove  all  obstructions,  and  repair  the  roads  lor 
our  supplies,  artillery,  baggage,  A/C,  which  Was 
to  follow;  but  an  insurmountable  difficulty  oc- 
curred, which  at  once  defied  all  human  exertion  : 
the  drought  bad  been  uncommon,  and  I  had  some 
doubts  of  the  practicability  of  procuring  water 
for  the  troops,  horses,  and  teams;  but  the  points 
of  Odletown,  La  Cole,  and  the  river  La  Cadia, 
were  represented  lo  me  as  a  sure  resource. 

The  iioops,  however,  soon  dried  up  the  wells 
and  springs  of  Odletown,  and  the  beds  of  La  Cole 
and  La  Cadia  are  represented,  from  an  authority 
not  to  be  questioned,  to  be  dry.  The  troops 
began  to  suffer  extremely,  and  the  few  cavalry  and 
artillery  horses  that  arrived  were  obliged  to  be 
sent  back  to  Champlain,  a  distance  of  four  miles, 
for  water.  The  difficulty  began  to  produce  effects 
the  most  to  be  dreaded. 

It  was  not  a  time  to  hesitate.  The  general 
staff  and  commanding  officers  of  the  corps  were 
called  together,  and  there  was  but  one  voice. 

The  Chataugay  route  was  adopted.  It  was 
circuitou.s.  but  afforded  water,  and  was  practica- 
ble in  less  time,  all  obstructions  in  the  other  con- 
sidered. 

The  army  fell  back  in  the  afternoon  of  the  21st, 
and  encamped  at  Champlain.  The  Chataugay 
road  takes  off  near  this  place,  and  the  army  will 
advance  on  it  seven  miles  this  afternoon.  The 
baggage  is  now  advancing  on  it.  I  hope  to  arrive 
at  Chataugay  on  the  evening  of  the  24th.  I  can 
from  thence  joia  you  at  any  noint  you  may  ad- 
vise on  the  St.  Lawrence.  My  object  is  Cog- 
nawaga.  opposite  to  La  Chine,  about  forty  miles 
from  Chataugay.  and  ten  from  Montreal.  I  have 
my  guides,  and  information  I  can  rely  up  n.  This 
position  will  present  three  points.  If  I  do  not 
hear  from  you  I  can  take  either,  or  hold  fast,  as 
circumstances  shall  indicate. 

.My  first  movement  was  unexpected  to  the  ene 


my  ;  must  draw  him  into  some  confusion  ;  and 
will  pass  as  a  feint  so  soon  as  he  hears  of  my  route 
to  Chataugay.  My  torce  is  less  numerous  than 
I  expected.     It  is  raw.  and  of  a  description  that 
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will  be  forever  falling  off.     All  I  can  say.  is,  it 
shall  have  ail  the  capacity  I  can  give  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  most  obedient  servant. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  I  find  that  all  the  corps 
cannot  leave  this  ground  bi'fore  morning,  and 
that  it  will  be  the  25th  before  we  reach  Chatau- 
gay.  W.  H. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec.-ry  of  Mqr. 


Sackett's  Harbor,  Sept.  25.  1813. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant  was  deliver- 
ed to  me  last  night.  Commodore  Chauncey  left 
this  place  on  the  18ih,  in  the  intention  of  running 
up  to  Fort  George,  and  covering  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  troops  from  that  point  to  this.  On  the 
twenty-first  he  had  not  arrived  there;  the  effect, 
I  suppose,  of  adverse  winds.  This  circumstance 
will  necessarily  bring  after  it  a  delay  in  the  exe- 
cution of  our  joint  operations,  and  will  indicate 
the  propriety  of  your  not  advancing  beyond  Ma- 
lone,  or  the  Four  Corners,  until  you  have  advice 
of  our  movement.  The  distance  from  this  place 
to  Malone  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles. 
An  express  c'»n  reach  you  in  thirty  hours,  and 
will,  ot  course,  enable  you  to  gain  the  village  of 
Cogoawaga  as  early  as  may  be  proper.  You  will 
give  such  direction  to  the  militia  corps  assembling 
or  assembled  at  Plattsburg  as  you  may  think  most 
advisable. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Hampto.n. 


But  the  great  object  of  this  letter  is,  a  full  and 
distinct  view  and  understanding  on  both  sides. 
All  I  need  say  is.  that  whatever  part  shall  be 
assigned  to  me,  in  the  general  plan,  shall  be  exe- 
cuted lo  the  utmost  extent  of  my  ability  and 
power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


HEAOaUARTERS,  PoMEROy's, 

13  miles  from  Chataugay,  Sept.  25,  1813. 

Sir:  I  had  this  morning,  at  three  o'clock,  the 
honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  19ih,  and  find- 
ing so  much  lime  on  my  hands,  the  idea  has  oc- 
curred, that  a  great  advantage  may  arise  from  a 
closer  view  of  our  means,  and  the  clearest  possible 
concert  and  understanding  in  their  application. 
Of  every  matter  and  thing,  relating  to  mine, 
Colonel  Atkinson  will  give  you  as  full  an  idea  as 
if  you  had  been  with  me  for  the  last  five  days. 
When  you  shall  have  reflected  fully  upon  them, 
ray  arrangements  and  ideas,  your  indications  can 
be  made  with  more  precision  and  confidence. 

The  perfect  rawness  of  the  troop?,  with  the 
exception  of  not  a  single  platoon,  has  been  a 
source  of  much  solicitude  to  the  best  informed 
among  us.  This  solicitude  has  not  been  removed 
by  the  first  experiment.  Everythng  was  done, 
to  be  sure,  that  ought  to  have  been  done ;  hut  not 
in  that  style  which  the  example  of  ii  Snelling,  a 
Hamilton.  &-c.,  ought  to  have  inspired  in  the 
movements  of  even  the  light  corps.  We  want  a 
little  more  mercury,  in  the  ranks,  at  least.  Cin 
you  let  me  have  the  first  dragoons,  and  one  more 
veteran  battalion?  At  all  events  let  ine  have 
Hane  and  Haig.  that  I  may  have  their  local  as 
well  as  their  constitutional  ardor. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Hampton,  dated 

War  Department,  Sept.  28,  1813. 

The  position  you  have  taken  is  better  calculated 
to  keep  up  the  enemy's  doubts,  with  regard  to 
your  real  point  of  attack,  than  any  other.  Hold 
it  fast  till  we  approach  you.  In  the  present  state 
of  the  campaign  we  ought  to  run  no  risks  by  sep- 
arate attacks,  when  combined  ones  are  practica- 
ble and  sure.  Had  you  been  able  to  have  broken 
down  the  head  of  their  defences,  and  seized  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Johns  at  the  Rapids,  you  would 
have  bothered  his  Knightship  considerably;  but, 
on  the  whole,  the  Western  movement  is  to  be 
preferred,  because  in  it  there  is  safety  and  con- 
cert, and  in  the  meantime  enough  to  render  his 
attention  to  different  points  necessary,  and  of 
course  to  keep  his  forces  in  a  state  of  division. 

The  moment  the  enemy  left  the  upper  parts  of 
th""  Chesapeake,  I  ordered  Pickens,  with  his  bat- 
talion of  the  tenth,  to  join  you.  A  battalion  of 
the  thirty-second  has  similar  orders. 


HEAOaL'ARTERS,  ChATADGAY, 

October  i,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  No  change  of  importance  in  my 
affairs  has  occurred  since  my  last,  by  Colonel  At- 
kinson ;  but.  as  there  are  several  of  minor  consid- 
eration, I  have  judged  that  a  detailed  view  of 
them  might  be  of  some  use.  at  the  moment  of 
your  arranging,  with  our  commanding  General, 
the  main  case  of  the  proposed  operations. 

The  road  to  Plattsburg  will  be  completed  to- 
day, and  is  a  perfect  turnpike.  The  artillery, 
consisting  of  eiglit  six-pounders,  one  twelve,  and 
one  howitzer,  tolerably  appointed  and  found,  has 
arrived.  I  have  but  a  small  stock  of  provisions 
on  hand,  but  have  the  most  pointed  assurance 
from  Colonel  Thomas,  the  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral, that  a  supply  of  sixty  days  of  bread  and  flour 
will  arrive,  at  once,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four 
days.  I  have  only  from  forty  to  fifty  rounds  of 
musket  cartridges  with  me,  but  this  convoy  will 
make  the  supply  an  hundred,  and  give  to  the 
artillery  all  it  requires  in  reserve.  The  supply 
of  salted  provisions  will  not  exceed  one  fourth  of 
the  proportion  of  flour;  but  we  have,  and  can 
have,  an  unlimited  supply  of  good  beef  cattle. 
Brigadier  General  Parker  is  at  Plattsburg,  hast- 
ening my  supplies,  and  presiding  over  some  ar- 
rangements that  were  thought  necessary.  I  have 
directed  the  comm,encement  of  a  petty  loar,  or 
invasion  of  the  lines,  at  and  near  Lake  Champlain, 
by  Colonel  Clark,  who  has  some  volunteers,  and 


I 


i 


2407 


APPENDIX. 


2408 


1 


Failure  of  the  Not  them  Army. 


Brjg<di««' General  Fasset,  (our  colonel,)  who  has, 
at  ra'^  instance,  called  out  his  brigade  of  militia. 
The  hitler,  I  understand,  turn  out  but  badly  ;  but 
they  «rill  make  together.  I  suppose,  from  six  hun- 
dred ^)  a  thousand  men.     There  has  been  incul- 
cated; by  the  arlifices  of  the  British,  a  shameful 
and  ijprrupt  neutrality  on  the  Imes.  for  the  pur- 
pose ?»f  gain.     I  have   directed  these  officers  to 
break  ilie  truce;  and,  should  other  means  fail,  to 
act  ttwJ-  part  of  the  mischievous  urchin,  who.  to 
get  two  peaceable  tabbies  at    ''making  the  fur 
ftV)^  fe'ld  them  up  together  by  the  tails.     To  be 
serioiw.  it  is  really  time  each  individual  shall  take 
his  &,^e,  and  that  traitors  to  either  should  meet 
their  ilue  reward.     What  I  am  aiming  at,  how- 
ever, v-  tranquillity  on  the  road,  by  kicking  up  a 
dust  »ji  the  lines.     It  will  also  create  a  division 
at  a  proper   point.      Of  Hopkins's    militia,   but 
abouf^'two  hundred  and  fifty  have  arrived,  and 
not  i^re  than  fifty  or  sixty  of  them  have  con- 
sent«-«Vto  pass  the  line.     Such  as  refused.  General 
Park-f  was  authorized  to  keep  on  the  lines  be- 
low, jf^d  to  excite  all  the  alarm   he  could,  with 
them  bOd  the  Vermonters.     The  change  of  habits 
has  |>f<iduced  more  sickness  among  my  raw  sol- 
dier-, rtian  I  expected.     I  believe  the  number  has 
accutflulated  at  this  place  to  three  hundred,  and 
I  am-jtlraid  will  increase.     The  enemy  is  in  con- 
siderable force,  about  twelve  or  fourteen  miles 
distaniK     He  made  an  attack  on  one  of  ray  out- 
postv'vith  three  or  four  hundred  regulars,  and  as 
many  Indians, on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  instant, 
but  l,r  fell  into  bad  hands.     He  found  Saelling 
well  -yvwted  with  his  own  and  Wool's  corps.     The 
atta<4k  was  made  with  the  Indians,  and  the  regu- 
lars ^;jy  in  ambush  ;  but  Saelling  dashed  upon 
thetr^'with  such  rapidity  upon  their  flanks,  that 
they  Jll  scampered  away  together.     Lieutenant 
Na^ii  of  the  thirty-third  regiment,  and  one  man. 
wercv«illed,  and  one  wounded.     If  the  Indians  lost 
any,  jhey  carried  them  off. 

T^>  Indians  still  hover  about  us,  aud  shoot  at 
our  Wntries.  The  St.  Regis  people  are  poor 
d-lf 

I  li«ve  written  in  much  haste,  and  have  neither 
time  cvr  correction  nor  copying.  You  must  lake 
it  fof'belter  or  for  worse.  1  will  only  entreat 
you  i,»  regard  a  in  any  other  light  than  that  of 
an  o^icial  communication.  You  may,  however, 
DO  \^  rely  upon  all  the  information  it  conveys. 
I  V*""-  sir,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your 
obed^'Dt  humble  servant. 

.  W.  HAMPTON. 

Hi^p.  John  Ahmstrono. 


••  HEADmJARTKRS,  ChATACGAY, 

'^  Ocro6er  12,  1813. 

D^aR  Sir:  My  solicitude  to  know  your  pro- 
gresr-^aod  the  real  state  of  the  grand  army,  is  ex- 
trena.  It  is.  perhaps,  not  less  necessary  lor  both, 
that.  I  should  be  constantly  informed.  Implicit 
faiil(.  cordiality,  and  concert,  ought  to  unite  our 
effort.  These  have  formed  the  basis  of  our  ex- 
erliJJu<»  so  far,  and  promises,  more  than  our  num- 
btttrlthe  result  so  much  desired.     1  have  no  re- 


ference to  individuals;  but  to  the  heart  of  every 
man.     The  point  and  movement  of  our  junction 
is  all  important:  and  that,  and  not  the  moment 
of  my  departure  from  hence,  ought  to  be  indica- 
ted; because  I  ought  to  be  the  best  judge  of  the 
time  necessary  to  surmount  the  obstacles  in  the 
way.     Between  this  and  Cognawaga,  much  work 
on -the  road  is  necessary,  and   I  ought  to  advance 
upon  it  two  or  three  days  earlier  than   might  be 
judged    necessary   on  a   smooth   and    solid    road. 
By  seizing  and  holding  strong  positions  in  my 
front,  the  work  could   progress  in  my  rear,  with- 
out incurring  risk,  until  I  arrived  within  a  strik- 
ing distance.     You  have  said  '•  hold  fast,"  and  it 
might  be  considered  precipitate  to  advance  be- 
fore I  hear,  at  least,  that  the  Rubicon  is  passed 
above.     These  are  points  for  your  consideration, 
and  those  with  you  who  guide  the  general  move- 
ment.    You  have  not  sent  me  the  two  hundred 
mounted  dragoons.     Their  presence,  on  ground 
the  possession  of  which  I  do  not  despair  of  gain- 
ing, added  to  a  force  of  four  thousand  effective 
infantry,  and  a  well  appointed  train,  ought  to  in- 
spire you   with  some   reliance  upon   our  army, 
new  as  it  is.     High  pretensions  have  been  avoid- 
ed ;  but  the  moment  has  arrived  when   it  is,  per- 
haps, necessary  for  us  to  be  estimated  at  as  much 
as  we  are  worth. 

The  tenth  is  at  hand,  and  is  included  in  the 
estimate.  It  is  believed  the  militia  may  ^erve 
for  escorts  to  what  must  follow  us. 

Colonel  Clark  is  carrying  on  his  small  war,  on 
the  lines,  with  all  the  effect  contemplated.  The 
enemy's  motley  force  have  every  where  nearly 
disappeared.  He  is  concentrating,  no  doubt,  oa 
points  in  my  way,  or  on  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully 
and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.HAMPTON. 
Gen.  Ar.M3TR0.vg.  Sec*})  of  War. 
We  had  au  intelligent  deserter  of  the  regiment 
of  Canadian  fencibles.     He  states  the  enemy's 
force  near  us,  at  three  thousand  men;  but,  whea 
nut  to  the  detail,  gave  it  as  follows: 
Thirteenth  regiment — two  flank  compan- 
ies and  part  of  a  battalion 
Muron's  French  regiment,  two  flank  com- 
panies   

Canadian  fencibles.  Colonel  Robinson 
Colonel  Shaburry's  command,  voltigeurs 

and  Indian*,  and  some  fencibles 
Two  battalions  of  incorporated  militia 

The  whole  commanded  by  Col.  Williams      2,110 

Sir  George  had  gone  along  to  Montreal.  He 
brought  down  thirty-six  boat.t  and  about  six  hun- 
dred troops,  included  in  the  above. 


300 

200 
150 

700 
750 


Sackett's  Harbor,  Oct.  16,  1813. 

Dear  General  :  Your  favor  of  the  twelfth  ul- 
timo has  been  handed  tome  by  Majo'Parker.  The 
Niagara  division  has  been  slow  lu  its  movements. 
It  has  at  length  reached  Henderson's  harbor,  and 
moves  this  day  to  Grenadier  Island,  wbiiber  the 
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division  here  is  moving  also.  From  this  point 
(Grenadier  Island)  we  take  our  departure  either 
for  Kingston  or  for  Montreal.  The  enemy  broke 
up  his  positions  before  Fort  George  on  the  ninth, 
burned  his  surplus  stores,  arms,  &c.,  and  moved 
rapidly  for  Burlington  Bay,  which  he  reached 
on  the  eleventh  instant.  Advices  from  the  Bay 
of  Canti  state,  that  he  is  coming  down  to  Kings- 
ton, and  that  his  sick  and  convalescent,  to  tlie 
number  of  one  thousand  two  hundred,  had  already 
arrived  there.  He  will  bring  with  him  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred  efleciives.  and.  thanks  to 
the  storm  and  our  snail-like  movements  down 
the  lake,  they  will  be  there  before  we  can  reach  it. 
The  manoeuvre  intended  is  lost,  so  far  as  regards 
Kingston.  What  we  now  do  against  that  place 
must  be  done  by  hard  blows,  and  at  some  risk. 
The  importance  of  the  object  may,  however, 
justify  the  means.  In  the  other  case,  (an  imme- 
diate descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence.)  the  army  will 
make  its  way  to  the  Isle  Perolt,  whence  we  shall 
immediately  open  a  communication  with  you. 
Under  these  circumstances  you  will  approach  the 
mouth  of  the  Chateaugay,  or  other  point  which 
shall  better  favor  o-jr  junction. and  hold  the  enemy 
in  check.  Your  known  vigilance  and  skill  make 
it  unnecessary  to  suggest  any  measures  of  pre- 
caution against  the  enterprises  of  the  enemy, 
while  you  remain  within  stroke  of  him.  The 
dragoons  will  pass  the  St.  Lawrence  near  the 
Coteau  de  Lac. 

Yours,  dec. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Hampton. 


Headqcartcrs,  Four  Corners, 

November  1,  1813. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  ultimo  the 
army  commenced  its  movement  down  the  Chat- 
eaugay, for  the  purpose  of  placing  itself  in  a  siiua- 
tion  which  would  enable  it  to  fulfil  its  part  of  the 
proposed  combined  operations  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence. 

An  extensive  wood  of  eleven  or  twelve  miles 
in  front,  blocked  u|)  with  felled  timber,  and  cov- 
ered by  the  Indians  and  light  troops  of  the  enemy, 
was  a  serious  impediment  to  the  arduous  task  of 
opening  a  road  for  the  artillery  and  stores.  Brig- 
adier General  Izard,  with  the  light  troops  and 
one  regiment  of  the  line,  was  detached  early  in 
the  morning  to  turn  these  impediments  in  flank, 
and  to  seize  on  the  more  open  couuiry  below, 
while  the  army,  preceded  by  a  strong  working 
parly,  advanced  on  a  more  circuitous  but  practi- 
cable route  for  a  road.  The  measure,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  report  of  Brigadier  General  Izard, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  completely 
succeeded,  and  the  main  body  of  the  army  reached 
the  advanced  position  on  the  evening  of  the  22d. 
The  23d  and  24th  were  employed  in  completing 
the  road  and  getting  up  the  artillery  and  stores. 

I  had  arranged,  at  my  departure,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Major  Parker,  a  line  of  communication 
as  far  up  the  St.  Lawrence  as  Ogdensburg,  for 
the  purpose  of  hastening  to  me  the  earliest  notice 


of  the  progress  of  our  army  down.  I  had  sur- 
mounted twenty-four  miles  of  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  route,  and  had  in  advance  of  me  seven 
miles  of  open  country,  but,  at  the  end  of  that  dis- 
tance, commenced  a  wood  of  some  miles  in  extent, 
which  had  been  formed  into  an  entire  abbatis,  and 
filled  by  a  succession  of  wooden  breastworks,  the 
rearmost  of  which  were  supplied  with  ordnance. 
In  front  of  these  defences  were  placed  the  Indian 
force  and  light  corps  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the 
rear  all  his  disposable  force.  As  the  extent  of 
this  force  depended  upon  his  sense  of  danger  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  it  was  a  cause  of  regret  that 
all  communication  from  yourself  or  Major  Parker 
seemed  to  be  at  an  end.  As  it  was,  however,  be- 
lieved that  the  enemy  was  hourly  adding  to  his 
strength  in  this  position,  if  free  from  apprehen- 
sion of  danger  from  above,  an  effort  was  judged 
necessary  to  dislodge  him,  aud,  if  it  succeeded,  we 
should  be  in  possession  of  a  position  winch  we 
could  hoi",  as  long  as  any  doubts  remained  of 
what  was  passing  above,  and  of  the  real  part 
to  be  assigned  us. 

Our  guides  assured  us  of  a  shoal  and  practica- 
ble fording  place,  opposite  the  lower  flank  of  the 
enemy's  defences,  and  that  the  wood  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  a  distance  of  seven  or 
eight  miles,  was  practicable  for  the  passage  of 
the  troops.  Colonel  Purdy.  with  the  ligiit  corps, 
and  a  strong  body  of  infantry  of  the  line,  was  de- 
tached at  an  early  hour  of  the  night  of  the  25th, 
to  gain  this  ford  by  the  morning,  and  to  commence 
his  attack  in  rear,  and  that  was  to  be  the  signal 
for  the  army  to  fall  on  in  front,  and  it  was  believed 
the  pass  might  be  carried,  before  the  enemy's 
distant  troops  could  be  brought  forward  to  its 
support 

I  had  returned  to  my  quarters  from  Purdy's 
column,  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  I  found 
a  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  the  Quarterraasier  General's 
department,  who  put  into  my  hand  an  open  paper, 
containing  instructions  to  him  from  the  Quarter- 
master General,  respecting  the  building  of  huts 
for  the  army  in  the  Chateaugay,  below  the  line. 
This  paper  sunk  my  hopes,  and  raised  serious 
doubts  of  receiving  that  efficacious  support  which 
had  been  anticipated.  1  would  have  recalled  the 
column,  but  it  was  in  motion,  and  the  darkness 
of  the  night  rendered  it  impracticable.  I  could 
only  go  forward.  The  army  was  put  in  motion 
on  the  morning  of  the  2bth,  leaving  its  baggage, 
dec.  on  the  ground  of  encampment. 

On  advancing  near  the  enemy,  it  was  found 
that  the  column  on  the  opposite  side  was  not  so 
far  advanced  as  had  been  anticipated.  The  guides 
had  misled  it,  and  finally  failed  in  finding  the 
ford.  We  could  not  communicate  with  it,  but 
only  waited  the  attack  below.  About  two  o'clock 
the  firing  commenced,  and  our  troops  advanced 
rapidly  to  the  attack.  The  enemy's  light  troops 
commenced  a  sharp  fire,  but  Brigadier  General 
Izard  advanced  with  his  brigade,  drove  him  every- 
where behind  his  defences,  and  silenced  the  fire 
in  his  front.  This  brigade  would  have  pushed 
forward  as  far  as  courage,  skill,  and  perseverance, 
could  have  carried  it;  but,  on  advancing,  it  was 


^H 


# 

i 


\f- 


I  ) 


24U 


APPENDIX. 


2412 


I 


r^r 


Feutwe  c^  the  Northern  Army. 


fouoi'lhtt  the  firin?  had  commeoced  on  the  op-  | 
posicrjiile,  and  the  ford  had  been  gained. 

Tl-'  enemy  retired  behind   his  defences,  but  a 
rene^alof  his  attack  was  expected,  and  the  troops  , 
remni'ied  sorae  linoe  in  their  position  to  meet  it. 
Tbejroops  on  the  opposite  bide  were  excessively 
latio-iied.     The  enterprise  had  failed  in  its  main  ^ 
poiDi"  and   Colonel  Purdy  was  ordered   to  with-  i 
dra^  his  column    to  a  shoal   four  or  five  miles  i 
aboT..'i  and  cross  over.     The  day  was  spent,  and 
Central  Izard  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  brig-  i 
ade  ti,  a  position  three  miles  in  the  rear,  to  which  | 
plac^  the  baggage  had  been  ordered  forward.         ! 
Th^ilownessand order  with  which  General  Izard 
retir«wi  with  his  brigade,  could  but  have  inspired  j 
the  fc^iemy  with  respect.     They  presumed  not  to 
venttfre  a  shot  at  him  during  his  movement ;  but 
the  -,oguardedness  of  sorae  part  of  Purdy's  corn- 
man^  exposed  him  toarearattackfrom  thelndians, 
whic^was  repeated  after  dark,  and  exposed  him 
tosoind  loss.     These  attacks  were  always  repelled, 
and  must  have  cost  the  enemy  as  many  lives  as 
we  loifl.     Our  entire  loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
mi»irig.  doi's  not  exceed  fifty.     In  its  new  posi- 
tion, within  three  miles  of  the  enemy's  post,  the 
arniy  encamped  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  and  re- 
maii»-d  until  12  o'clock  of  the  28ih.     All  the  de- 
sertvr'.  of  whom  there   were  four,   having  con- 
curred in  the  information  that  Sir  George  Prevost. 
Willi  three  other  general  officers,  had  arrived  with 
ihejvhole  of  his  disposable  force,  and  lay  in  the 
rea^of  these  defences,  and  a  letter  from  Major 
Parser  (by  express,  received   on  the  evening  of 
the  26lh)  having  informed  me  that  no  movements 
of  (»jr  army  down   the  St.  Lawrence  had   been 
heard  of  at  Ogdensburg,  and   for  some  distance 
above,  the  following  questions  were  submitted  to 
the 'commanding  officers  of  brigades,  regiments,  ; 
and'corps,  and  the  heads  of  the  general  staff",  in 
a  council  convened  for  the  purpose  :  "  Is  it  advi- 
sably, under  existing  circumstances,  to  renew  the 
attack  on  the  enemy's  position,  and.  if  not,  what 
poiilion  is  it  advisable  for  the  army  to  take,  until 
it  cjin  receive  advices  of  the  adrance  of  the  grand 


HEAOaUARTEHS  OF  THE  ArmY, 

District  \o.  9,  Nov.  6,  1813,  in  the  evening. 
Sir:  I  address  you  at  the  special  instance  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  who.  by  bad  roads,  worse 
weather,  and  ill  health,  was  diverted  from  meet- 
ing me  near  this  place,  and  determined  to  tread 
back  his  steps  to  Washington  from  Antwerp  on 
the  28th  ultimo. 

I  am  destined  to.  and  determined  on  the  attack  of 
Montreal,  if  not  prevented  by  some  act  of  God  ; 
and,  to  give  security  to  the  enterprise,  the  division 
under  your  command  must  co-operate  with  the 
corps  under  my  immediate  orders.     The  point  of 
rendezvous  is  the   circumstance   of  greatest   in- 
terest to  the  issue  of  this  operation,  and  the  dis- 
tance which  separates  us,  and   my  ignorance  of 
the  practicability  of  the  direct  or  devious  roads  or 
routes  on  which  you  must  march,  make  it  neces- 
cessary  that  your   own  judgment  should   deter- 
mine that  point.     To   assist  you  in   forming  the 
soundest   determination,  and    to    take    the   most 
prompt  and  effectual  measures,  I  can  only  inform 
you  of  my  intentions  and  situation  in  one  or  two 
respects  of  first  importance.     I  shall  pass  Prescott 
to  night,  because  the  stage  of  the  season  will  not 
allow  me  three  days  to  take  it ;  I  shall  cross  the 
cavalry  at  Hambledon.  which  will    not   require 
a  day.  and  shall   then  press  forward  and    break 
down  every  obstruction  to  the  confluence  of  this 
river    with    Grand    river,  there  to   cross   to    the 
isle  Perrot.  and  with    ray  scows   to   bridge    the 
I  narrow  inner    channel,  and    thus  obtain  a  foot- 
1  hold   on  Montreal   island,  at  about   twenty  miles 
,  from    the    city  ;  after  which,  our    artillery,  bay- 
onets, and    swords,   must   secure   our  iffuraph, 
or  provide   us  honorable  graves.     Eno^sed  you 
have   a    memorandum    of  my  field    irad    batter- 
ing train,  pretty  well  found  in  fixed  ammunition, 
which  may  enable  you  to  dismiss  your  own,  but 
we  are  deficient  in  loose  powder  and  musket  cart- 
ridges, and  therefore  hope  you  may  be  abundantly 
found.     On    the  subject  of  provisions.  1  wish   I 
could  cive  as  favorable  information;  our  whole 
stock  of  bread  may  be  computed  at  about  fifteen 


arnjy  down  the  St.  Lawrence?"     Tne  opinion  of ,  j^yg  apj  our  meat  at  twenty.     In   speaking  oq 
the  council  was  expressed  in  the  following  words  :  i  ^\^■^^  subject  to  the  Secretary  of 

'•  IC  IS   the  unanimous  opinion    of  this   council.'  ' ' ■ 

thai  It  is  necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  this 
aroiy  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  ostensible  views  of 


bject  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  informed 

me  roe  that  ample  magazines  were  laid  on  Lake 
Champlain.  and,  therefore,   I   must   request  you 


arn^y  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  ostensible  views  of  j  j^  order  forward  two  or  three  months'  supply,  by 
the'Governmenl,  that  we  immediately  return  by  j  i^e  safest  route,  in  a  direction  to  the  proposed 
ord«;(iy  marches  to  such  a  position  (Chateaugay)  \  scene  of  action.     I   have  submitted    the  state  of 

_  ,    _     II      . -..  «  .^.  ..  r.  ino  t  inr>c     an  t  K     t  ho    TTni*     ,  .  _     _.  ..      ~..»  a._  I      .,0C ...t.»     ..nnni- 


as  'ViU  secure  our  communications  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  to  retire  into  Winter  quarters, 
or  be  ready  to  strike  below."'  In  pursuance  of 
this  opinion,  the  army  has  returned  by  slow 
marches  to  this  place,  and  now  awaits  the  orders 
of  the  Government.  Its  condition  will  be  stated 
by  the  bearer,  Colonel  King,  who  can  give  you, 
upon  every  point,  more  full  and  perfect  infor- 
mailoQ  than  could  be  coniaiued  in  a  written  de- 

UiV. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 

obedient  servant, 
;  W.  HAMPTON. 

:lloa.  John  Armstrono, 

ISecretary  of  War. 

K 


our  provisions  to  my  general  officers,  who  unani- 
mously agree  that  it  should  not  prevent  the  pro- 
gress of  the  expedition,  and  they  also  agree  ia 
opinion  that,  if  you  are  not  in  force  to  face  the 
enemy,  vou  should  meet  us  at  St.  Regis  or  its 
vicinity. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from,  if  not  to  see  you,  at 
that  place,  on  the  0th  or  10th   instant, 

And  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully.  «tc.      « 
JA.MES  WILKINSON. 

To  Major  General  W.  Hampton.  &x. 

P.  S.  I  was  preparing  an  express,  which  I  should 
have  despatched  to-morrow,  but  for  the  fortunate 
call  of  Colonel  King. 
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flaihire  of  the  Northern  Army. 


Headqoarters,  Fodr  Corners. 
November  8,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  at  a  late  hour 
last  evening,  by  Colonel  King,  your  communica- 
tion of  the  6th,  and  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  sense  of  responsibility  it  imposed,  of  deciding 
upon  the  means  of  our  co-operation. 

The  idea,  suggested  as  the  opinion  of  your  offi- 
cers, of  eff"ecting  the  junction  at  St.  Regis,  was 
most  pleasing,  as  being  the  most  immediate,  until 
I  came  to  the  disclosure  of  the  amount  of  your 
supplies  of  provision.  Colonel  Atkinson  will  ex- 
plain the  reasons  that  would  have  rendered  it  im-  j 
possible  for  me  to  have  brought  more  than  each 
man  could  have  carried  upon  his  back;  and, 
when  I  reflected  that,  in  throwing  myself  upon 
your  scanty  means,  I  should  be  weakening  you 
in  your  most  vulnerable  point,  I  did  not  hesitate 
to  adopt  the  opinion,  after  consulting  the  general 
and  principal  officers,  that,  by  throwing  myself 
back  on  my  mam  depot,  where  all  the  means  of 
transportation  had  gone,  and  falling  upon  the 
enemy's  flank,  and  straining  every  effort  to  open  a 
communication  from  Plaltsburgh  to  Cognawaga. 
or  any  other  point  you  may  indicate  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  I  should  more  eff"ectually  contribute 
to  your  success  than  by  the  junction  at  St.  Regis. 

The  way  is.  in  many  places,  blockaded  and  ab- 
batised,  and  the  road  impracticable  for  wheels 
during  Winter;  but,  by  the  employment  of  pack 
horses,  if  I  am  not  overpowered,  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  prevent  your  starving. 

My  troops  and  other  means  will  be  described  to 
you  by  Colonel  Atkinson.  Besides  their  rawness 
and  sickliness,  they  have  endured  fatigues,  equal 
to  a  Winter  campaign,  in  the  late  snows  and  bad 
weather,  and  are  sadly  dispirited,  and  fallen  off; 
but,  upon  this  subject.  I  must  refer  you  to  Colonel 
Atkinson. 

With  these  means,  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  human  exertion  I  will  attempt,  witii  a  mind 
devoted  to  the  general  objects  of  the  campaign. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

To  Major  General  Wilkinson. 

A  copy.    JOHN  HOOMES.  A.  D.  C. 


have  reduced  the  slock  of  provisions  to  eight  or  ten 
days  for  the  whole.  The  alternative  was  adopted 
under  the  impression  of  absolute  necessity. 

The  army  has  approached  on  this  route  to  the 
road  leading  toChazey.a  few  miles  from  the  lines, 
wliere  I  shall  join  it  to-night.  I  can  only  repeat 
what  I  said  in  my  letter  to  General  Wilkinson, 
"  that  what  can  be  accomplished  by  human  ex- 
ertion shall  be  attempted,  to  meet  the  objects  of 
the  campaign."  But  I  should  be  uncandid  not 
to  own  that  many  circumstances  are  unpropiiious. 
The  force  is  dropping  off  by  fatigue  and  sickness 
to  a  most  alarming  extent.  My  returns  yesterday 
report  the  effectives  at  little  more  than  half  their 
original  stale  at  Chateaugay;  and,  what  is  more 
discouraging,  the  officers,  with  a  few  honorable 
exceptions,  are  sunk  as  low  as  the  soldiers,  and 
endure  hardship  and  privation  as  badly.  In  a 
word,  since  the  show,  produced  by  clothing,  move- 
ment?. &c.,  has  worn  off.  all  have  assumed  their 
native  rawness.  Fatigue  and  suffering  from  the 
weather  have  deprived  them  of  that  spirit  which 
constituted  my  best  hopes.  What  confidence 
can  the  best  officer  (and  I  hfive  a  few  surpassed 
by  none)  feel,  under  such  circumstances?  It  is 
painful  to  hold  up  to  you  this  picture,  but  it  is 
but  too  faithfully  drawn. 

Tlie  Quartermaster  General  has  been  ordered 
to  procure,  on   hire,  four   hundred  wagons,  and  I 
shall   attempt   to  open  a  communication  on  the 
direct  route  from  the  town  of  Champlain.     Suc- 
cess, under  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned, 
'  must  depend  upon  the  efforts  and  force  opposed 
i  to  nie.     The  demonstration,  however,  can   but 
I  produce  a  partial  good. 

;      On  the  route  I  took,  the  enemy  burnt  and  con- 
j  sumed  everything  before  him  ;  and  this  I  under- 
stand to  be  his  general  plan.     If  the  same  course 
precede  the  advance  of  General  Wilkinson,  and 
t  ray  feeble  force  should  be  foiled,  the  consequences 
!  are  much   to  be   dreaded.     But  the  Rubicon  is 
now  passed,  and  all  that  remains  is  to  push  for 
the  Capital. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  dw. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

Gen.  Armstrong,  Secr'y  of  War. 


Headularters.  Plattsburg, 

November  12.  1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of 
a  letter  I  have  received  from  General  Wilkinson, 
and  of  my  reply.  The  forage  at'Chateaugay  had 
been  nearly  consumed  before  the  expedition  down 
the  river ;  and,  in  the  return  of  the  army,  enough 
only  could  be  found  to  subsist  the  horses  and 
teams  two  or  three  days.  All  accounts  concurred 
in  the  report,  that  General  Wilkinson  had  not 
commenced  his  operations  against  Kingston,  and 
that  no  descent  down  the  river  was  intended. 
Hence,  the  necessity  for  sending  off  the  cavalry 
*  artillery,  and  provision  teams,  to  Plattsburg,  for 
subsistence;  and  hence,  also,  the  impossibility  of 
a  junction  at  St.  Regis  with  no  more  provisions 
than  must  have  been  consumed  on  the  march  to 
that  place.  General  Wllkln^on  had  no  spare 
transportation  fur   us  ;  and   the  junction   would 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Hampton  to  the 
SecreUry  of  War,  dated 

Chazey,  November  15,  1813. 
'•  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  I  received  the  last  evening  from  General 
'  Wilkinson,   by  Colonel   Atkinson,  whom    I  had 
1  sent  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  plan  of 
our   proposed   joint  operations.     Of  the  consist- 
ency of  this  letter  with  that  of  the  6lh  instaut, 
and    my  answer,  or  of  the   insinuation   it  con- 
!  tains.  I  shall  say  nothing.     Upon  so  plain  a  case, 
and  an  attempt  so  unworthy  the  occasion,  com- 
I  mon  sense  will  afford  every  explanation  i  could 
wish.     I  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  placing  the   troops   in  Winter  quarters,  and 
!  commence  my  journey  to  the  Southward." 
1  '^  W.  HAMPTON." 
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Failure  of  the  Xorlhtm  Armjf. 


fhUure  of  the  Narthem  Armjf. 
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Headq'ks.  near  Cornwall.  U.C. 

November  12,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  i 
lettfV  of  the  8th   instant,  by  Colonel  Atkinson, 
and.want  language  to  express  my  sorrow  for  your 
det*fmination  not  to  join  the  division  under  your ! 
conynand  with  the  troops  under  loy  immediate; 

ordvT5.  *  .  ,  I 

A.-  such  resolution  defeats  the  grand  objects  of , 
the  (>arapaign    in   this  quarter,  which,  before  the 
receifit  of  your  letter,  were   thought  to  be  com- , 
plet^y  within  our  power,  no  suspicion  being  en-  ' 
tert^Vied   that  you  would    decline    the  junction 
directed,  it  will  oblige  us  to  take  post  at  the  French  | 
Mill*  on   Salmon  river,  or  in  their  vicinity,  for  | 
the  Winter. 
I  have  the  honor  lo  be.  respectfully.  &c.  j 

:  J.  WILKINSON.     ' 

Mi^or  Gen.  Hampton.  j 


Cof)  iapondence  betvren  the  Secretary  of   IVar 
and  Major  General  Wilkinaon. 

[Suljnitted  to  the  President  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
CA^the  23d  of  July,  and  commmunicated  to  General  i 
f^mkinson  on  the  5lh  of  August,  1813.]  | 

'r^e    lime  at  which   we   have    reason   to   ex-  ! 
pecsan   ascendency  on    Lake   Ontario.     If  our' 
hop^  on  that  htad   be  fulfilled,  thougli  but  for  a 
shoK  period,  we  roust  avail  ourselves  of  the  cir- 
cun^iiance,  lo  give  to  the  campaign  a  new  and 
iocrl-ased  activity. 

FVjr  ihis  purpose  our  forces  on  the  Ontario 
shuTjU  be  concentrated,  because  neither  section 
of  iftem,  as  they  are  now  divided,  is  competent  lo 
anf  great  object. 

"^e  point  of  concentration  is  more  doubtful : 

l*;lf  al  Fort  George,  our  utmost  success  can 
bu^jjive  us  the  command  of  the  peninsula,  which, 
if  General  Harrison  succeeds  against  Maiden. 
wil^be  of  diminished  interest,  boili  lo  us  and  lo 
the-;eDemy:  to  us,  because  Maiden  will  more 
coii^pleiely  cover  our  Western  frontier,  and  con- 
trol the  savages,  than  Forts  George  and  Erie  :  to 
the  Miemy,  because,  Maiden  lost,  our  inroad  upon 
the  peninsula  will  but  have  the  effect  of  shorten- 
ing, not  of  dividing,  the  enemy's  line  of  opera- 
tiojg; ;  in  a  word,  success  al  this  point  will  not 
givS  lo  the  campaign  a  character  of  decisive  ad- 
TaiMjjie. 

2l,  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  make  Sacketl's 
Hsrl/or  the  point  of  concentration.  Kingston  may 
beffime  the  object  of  our  attack,  which,  by  the 
WM',  will  but  be  returning  to  the  original  plan  of 
carrjpaigu  prescribed  lo  General  Dearborn.  This 
pU~e  is  of  much  importance  to  the  enemy,  and 
WiU  no  doubt  be  defended  by  him  with  great  ob- 
8l^»ftcy,  and  with  all  the  resources  which  can  be 
sa(«'ly  drawn  from  other  points.  That  it  may  be 
taf(Vn  by  a  joint  application  of  our  naval  and  mil- 
itary means  is  not.  however,  lo  be  questioned. 
The  enclosed  diagram  will  show  the  number  and 
clyiracter  of  the  enemy's  defences.  His  batteries 
oii-No.  1  cannol  be  sustained  but  by  his  tieel. 
T^iese  carried,  he   is  open  lo  a  descent  at  Nos.  2 


and  3.  If  he  divides  his  force  between  both,  we 
oppose  one  half  of  his  strength  with  the  whole  of 
ours.  If  he  concentrates  at  No.  2,  we  seize  No. 
3.  and  command  both  the  town  and  the  shipping, 
if  he  concentrates  at  No.  3,  we  occupy  No.  2,  and 
with  nearly  the  same  results. 

Contemporary  with  this  movement,  another 
may  be  made  cin  the  side  of  Lake  Champlain, 
indicating  an  intention  of  attacking  Montreal  and 
lis  dependencies,  and  really  attacking  them,  if,  to 
save  Kingston,  these  posts  have  been  materially 
weakened. 

3.  Another  and  different  operation,  to  which 
our  means  are  competent,  would  be  a  movement 
from  Sacketi's  Harbor  to  Madrid,  on  the  Sl 
Lawrence.  At  this  place  ihe  river  may  be  most 
easily  crossed.  The  ground  opposite  to  it  is  a 
narrow  bluff,  skirted  by  the  river  on  one  side,  and 
a  swamp  of  great  extent  and  of  difficult  passage 
on  the  other.  This  gained  and  fortified,  our  Heel 
continuing  to  command  the  water  line  from  the 
head  of  the  river  to  Ogdensburgh,  and  Lake  St. 
Francis  occupied  with  a  few  gunboats  and  barges, 
the  army  may  march  against  Montreal,  in  con- 
cert with  General  Hampton.  The  only  natural 
difficulty  to  the  execution  of  this  plan  would  be 
presented  by  a  branch  of  ihe  Grand  river,  which 
must  be  crossed  ;  but  al  this  season,  though  deep, 
it  is  believed  to  be  fordable. 

Under  the  preceding  supposition  it  is  respect- 
fully submilted,  whether  it  will  not  be  most  ad- 
visable to  make  Sacketi's  Harbor  the  point  of 
concentration,  and  leave  to  the  commanding 
General  an  election  (to  be  determined  by  circum- 
stances) between  the  two  plans  suggested  under 
the  second  and  third  heads. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Approved  and  adopted.  July  23,  1313. 


Wa.shington,  AugTist  6,  1813. 
I  have  examined  the  projects  of  the  campaign, 
intended  for  the  past  and  ensuing  stages  of  it,  on 
the  side  of  Canada,  which  you  put  into  my  hands 
yesterday.  The  novelty  of  the  subject  to  me, 
and  the  pressure  of  lime,  will  prevent  ihe  delib- 
erate consideration  of  it  which  its  importance 
merits;  and  therefore  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a 
few  brief  observations  touching  the  project  of  the 
23d  ult. 

1.  If  we  command  Lake  Ontario  (without 
which  the  project  is  impracticable)  and  our  force 
be  competent  to  carry  Kingston,  ihe  incorpora- 
tion of  our  troops  should  take  place  at  Sacketi's 
Harbor,  and  the  attack  be  made  as  promptly  as 
possible. 

2.  On  the  contrary,  should  our  combined  dis- 
posable force  be  deemed  incorapeienl  to  ihe  cer- 
tain and  speedy  reduction  of  Kingston,  then  it 
may  be  preferable  to  strengthen  our  force  at 
Fori  George,  cui  up  the  British  force  in  that 
quarter,  destroy  the  Indian  establi-shments.  and 
(should  General  Harrison  fail  in  his  objects) 
march  a  detachment  to  capture  Maiden. 

While  these  operations  are  pending,  a  bold  feiot 
or  provisional  attack  on  Montreal,  by  Major  Geo- 


eral  Hampton,  will  certainly  call  Sir  George 
Prevosi  to  thai  place;  and  it  i!>  presumable  thai, 
seeing  our  movements  directed  towards  Krie, 
he  may  carry  his  best  troops  with  him  from 
Kingston. 

These  suggestions  spring  from  my  desire  to 
hazard  as  little  as  possible  in  the  outset,  and  to 
secure,  infallibly,  whatever  may  be  allempted, 
with  ihc  intention  to  increase  our  own  confidence, 
to  diminish  thai  of  the  enemy,  and  \o  poyularite 
the  war. 

After  our  operations  on  the  peninsula  have 
been  closed,  we  may  raze  the  works  there  under 
your  provision,  leave  our  settlements  on  the  strait 
in  tranquillity, and  like  lightning  must  direct  our 
whole  force  against  Kingston;  and  having  re- 
duced that  place,  and  captured  the  shipping,  we 
may  descend  the  stream,  and  form  a  junction 
with  the  column  of  General  Hampton  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Montreal,  should  tlie  lateness  of 
ihe  season  permit,  by  which  all  our  movements, 
after  the  conquest  of  Upper  Canada,  must  be 
governed. 

Togive  General  Hampton's  movements  a  men- 
acing aspect, and  to  enable  him  lo  profit  by  events, 
he  should  take  with  him  a  heavy  train  of  batter- 
ing cannon  and  mortar  pieces,  which  will  be 
found  indispensable  in  the  attack  of  Montreal  ; 
and  lo  weaken  that  place,  and  to  favor  a  protract- 
ed season,  I  would  advise  that  a  heavy  column  of 
militia  or  volunteers,  if  engaged  for  three  months 
only,  should  be  put  in  motion  from  the  vicinity 
of  Lake  Memphramagog.  to  descend  the  river 
St  Francis,  and  lake  post  on  the  right  bank  of 
Lake  Sl.  Pelre,  with  a  battering  tram  of  travel- 
ling carriages,  organized  and  equipped  either  to 
keep  post  or  retire  when  the  season,  or  other  cir- 
cumstances, should  render  expedient. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  I  will  beg  leave  to  call 
your  attention  to  several  specific  points,  on  which 
1  require  information  and  authority,  which  I  deem 
essential  to  the  salutary  discharge  of  the  high  and 
solemn  trust  about  to  devolve  upon  me. 

1.  A  copy  of  the  instructions  to  Major  General 
Hampton,  for  my  government  in  the  correspond- 
ence to  ensue  between  us. 

2.  Shall  I  be  allowed  a  private  secretary,  which 
IS  necessary,  and  of  right  belongs  lo  the  command 
on  which  I  am  about  to  enter? 

3.  1  require  permission  to  take  for  my  Aids-de- 
Camp  such  officers  as  are  best  fitted  to  discharge 
the  important  duties  of  the  station. 

4.  I  ask  authority  (or  it  is  understood  that  I 
possess  it)  to  supply  every  defect  of  the  muni- 
tions of  war  and  transport,  by  land  or  water,  by 
means  of  the  authorized  agents. 

5.  I  entreat  that  ample  funds  may  be  deposited 
in  proper  hands,  to  give  effect  to  the  department 
of  intelligence,  without  which  the  chiel  will  find 
himself  almost  hoodwinked, 

6.  I  trust  no  order,  of  whatever  nature,  will  be 
passed  to  any  officer  under  my  command,  but 
through  my  hands.  This  is  not  only  necessary 
to  the  regular  conduct  of  the  public  service,  but 
it  is  vitally  essential  to  the  preservation  of  sound 
subordination,  and  is  conformable  to  the  rules  of 


the  service  in  all  armies,  inasmuch  as  he  who 
is  responsible  for  all  should  have  the  control  of 
all. 

7.  I  hope  I  may  be  expressly  authorized  to  de- 
tach from  my  command  all  persons  who  may 
manifest  a  temper  or  disposition  to  excite  dis- 
contents, to  generate  factions,  or  embitter  the  ser- 
vice. This  IS  indispensable  to  put  down  seditious 
spirits,  and  to  harmonize  the  corps. 

8.  Should  we  move  against  Kingston  in  the 
first  instance,  the  withdrawal  of  our  force  from 
Fort  George  will  enable  the  enemy  to  reoccupy 
that  point,  and,  for  a  brief  period,  lo  harass  our 
frontier  on  ihai  strait.  May  not  tlie  militia,  or  a 
body  of  volunteers,  be  called  forth  to  relieve  ihe 
regular  troops  at  that  place,  and  prevent  discon- 
tents and  complaints  ? 

'J.  For  ihe  maintenance  of  the  necessary  au- 
thority of  the  chief  it  is  hoped  thai  the  Secretary 
of  War  will  df  cline  and  forbid  all  correspondence 
with  his  subordinate  officers,  except  in  cases  of 
personal  grievance. 

ID.  I  beg  to  be  advised  of  the  means  of  commu- 
nication between  our  military  positions,  and  parti- 
cularly from  Sacketi's  Harbor  to  Burlington, 
which  should  be  rapid  and  infallible. 

11.  I  ask  authority  to  equip  the  whole  of  our 
horse  artillery,  and  to  mount  the  whole  of  our 
dragoons,  because  ihese  arms  will  be  found  all 
important  in  every  combat  which  may  ensue. 

A  serious  impression  of  the  dread  responsibil- 
ity which  awaits  me,  and  a  correct  sense  of  the 
public  expectaiioQ  which  accompanies  me,  must 
be  my  apology  for  giving  you  so  much  trouble. 

With  respect.  I  have  the  honor,  dec. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  JoHK   ArM8TR0."<G. 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Dkpartme.nt,  August  8,  1813. 

Sir  :  1  have  given  to  your  observations  of  the 
sixth  instant  all  ihe  consideration  they  so  justly 
merit. 

The  main  objection  lo  any  plan  which  shall 
carry  our  operations  wide  of  Kingston  and  west- 
ward of  it.  IS,  that,  in  the  event  of  its  success,  it 
leaves  the  strength  of  the  enemy  unbroken  ;  it  but 
wounds  the  tail  of  the  lion,  and  of  course  is  not 
calculated  lo  hasten  the  termination  of  the  war, 
either  by  increasing  our  own  vigor,  or  by  dimin- 
ishing ihal  of  the  enemy.  Kingston  is  ihe  great 
depot  of  his  resources  ;  and  so  long  as  he  retains 
this,  and  keeps  open  his  communication  with  the 
sea,  he  will  not  want  the  means  of  multiplying 
his  naval  and  other  defences,  and  of  reinforcing 
or  renewing  the  war  in  the  West.  Kingston, 
therefore,  as  well  on  grounds  of  policy  as  of  mili- 
tary principle,  presents  the  first  and  great  object 
of  the  campaign. 

There  are  two  ways  of  approaching  this;  by 
direct  or  by  indirect  attack  :  by  breaking  dowa 
the  enemy's  battalions  and  forcing  his  works,  or 
by  seizing  and  obstructing  the  line  ot  his  com- 
munication, and  thus  drying  up  the  sources  by 
which  he  is  nourished  and  maintained.    Circum- 
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slices  must  govern  in  choosing  between  iheie 
(i^erent  modes.  VVere  our  assembled  land  and 
Dtjal  forces  competent  to  the  object,  a  direct  at- 
t&.'lc  would,  no  doubt,  be  the  shorter  and  better 
Wjiy  •,  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  our  strength  be  in- 
fei'or.  or  hardly  equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  the 
iivJirecl  attack  must  be  preferred.  These  consid- 
eotioos  have  suggested  the  third  plan,  to  be  found 
i^^my  note  of  the  23d  ultimo.  To  give  execu- 
liip  to  this.  I  would  collect  my  force  at  the  head 
of>he  St.  Lawrence,  make  every  demonstration 
of  attacking  Kingston,  proceed  rapidly  down  the 
ri<rL-r,  seize  the  northern  bank  at  the  village  of 
Hamilton,  leave  a  corps  to  fortify  and  to  hold  it. 
ra^rch  upon  Montreal  with  the  main  body,  effect 
tb.>re  a  junction  with  Hampton,  and  take  a  posi- 
Ui^i  which  ^hall  enable  you  to  secure  what  you 
g^.  Go  this  plan  the  navy  would  perform  its 
pan  by  occupying  the  mouih  of  the  river,  and 
prijvenling  a  pursuit  by  water ;  by  clearing  the 
rir^r  of  the  arn)ed  boats  of  the  enemy  ;  by  hold- 
inj^  with  its  own  the  passage  of  Hamilton,  and 
by  •giving  support  to  that  position.  If  the  enemy 
pu^ues,  it  must  be  by  land,  without  subsistence, 
ej«epiing  what  he  carries  on  his  back,  and  with- 
out artillery.  If  he  remains  stationary,  his  situ- 
atrjr)a  must  soon  become  even  more  serious,  as  the 
country  in  which  he  is  cannot  long  subsist  him. 
It 'will  then  but  remain  for  him  to  fight  his  way 
toUrUebec,  to  perish  in  the  attempt,  or  to  lay  down 
hi«(  arms.  After  this  exposition,  it  is  unnecessary 
to'^dd  that,  in  conducting  the  present  campaign, 
ycti  will  make  Kingston  your  primary  object,  and 
thjjt  you  will  choose,  as  circumstances  may  war- 
rant, between  a  direct  and  indirect  attack  upon 
thit  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

^-    JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  Gen.  Wilkinso.n, 
.:        Commandins'  District  \o.  9. 


6.  No  specific  permission  is  necessary  for  re- 
moving factious  or  disorderly  men.  All  such 
will  probably  become  subjects  of  the  confidential 
reports  to  be  made  by  Inspectors.  To  detach 
such  men  from  one  district  to  another  is  only 
shifting  the  evil ;  the  better  way  is  to  report  them 
for  dismission. 

7.  If  the  corps  at  Fort  George  be  recalled,  the 
works  should  be  razed,  or  occupied  by  a  force 
competent  to  hold  it  against  an  assault.  There 
is  a  corps  of  militia  and  volunteer?  (to  whom 
the  Six  Nation  Indians  have  associated  them- 
selves) at  Black  Rock,  which  may  be  kept  in 
service.  They  are  commanded  by  General  Por- 
ter and  Mr.  Parrish.  [See  the  confidential  letter 
of  General  Porter,  enclosed.] 

8.  The  Secretary  of  War  will  decline  and  for- 
bid all  improper  communications,  and  particu- 
larly such  as  may  bear  any  color  of  insubordina- 
tion. 

9.  Besides  the  ordinary  mode  of  communica- 
tion, by  mail,  expresses  may  be  employed  in  ex- 
traordinary cases. 

10.  The  dragoon  and  light  artillery  corps  shall 
be  be  made  efficient.  Horses  may  be  bought  for 
both.  An  ofiicer  from  each  corps  should  be  di- 
rected to  superintend  the  purchases.  Price  (aver- 
age) not  to  exceed  one  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir. 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Wilkinson, 

Commanding  the  Northerti  Army. 


*  War  Depart.ment,  Aug.  9,  1813. 

iSiR:  In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of 
thj  6th  instant  which  calls  for  information,  &c., 
oil-  certain  enumerated  points.  I  have  the  honor  to 
stale  : 

-J.  That  General  Hampton's  instructions  go 
o^y  to  assemble  and  organize  his  division  at 
Burlington.  It  is  intended  that  he  shall  operate 
coiilemporarily  with  you,  and  under  your  orders, 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  plan  of  campaign  which 
has  been  given  to  you. 

^2»  The  senior  Major  General,  commanding  the 
pfiticipal  army,  is  entitled  to  the  services  of  a 
private  secretary. 

^.  The  ordnance  and  other  departments  of  sup- 
pl^',  within  Ihe  district  (No.  9)  are  subject  of 
cwirse  to  your  orders. 

•4.  The  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Army 
Vill  supply  the  funds  for  secret  service. 

5.  All  orders  to  subordinate  otRcers  pass  from 
i^£  War  Department  to  the  Adjutant  General, 
tcj  be  communicated  by  him  to  the  General  com- 
Qt^Qdiag  the  district  tn  which  such  subordinate 
oj6cer  may  serve. 


Sackett's  Hakboh,  Aug.  21,  1813. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  ye&terddy  :  ray  machinery 
is  in  motion,  and  I  have  strong  hopes  of  giving 
the  change  to  Sir  George,  which  will  lead  di- 
rectly to  the  object  of  first  importance. 

Commodore  Chauncey  is  in  port  here,  and  his 
antagonist,  Sir  James  Yeo,  at  Kingston.  In  the 
late  interviews  between  these  naval  commanders, 
the  first  has  zealously  sought  a  combat,  which 
the  latter  has  cautiously  avoided  ;  the  superiority 
on  the  Lake,  therefore,  remains  still  to  be  set- 
tled ;  but  I  have  Chauncey's  assurance  for  it,  and 
place  much  confidence  in  his  word.  It  is  obvi- 
ously Sir  James's  plan  to  decline  a  conflict,  but 
on  what  ground  I  cannot  determine. 

Our  schoooer  here  will  be  equipped  and  manned 
by  W^ednesday,  and  I  shall  sail  with  the  squad- 
ron for  Fort  George  probably  the  day  after ;  I 
am  endeavoring  to  draw  Sir  George  after  me; 
but  whether  I  succeed  in  this  attempt  or  oot, 
should  our  men  and  means  answer  report,  and 
Heaven  favor  me.  1  will  be  in  possession  of  King- 
ston, or  below  that  place,  on  the  2tjth  proximo. 

Major  General  Hampton  must'oot  budge  until 
everything  is  matured  in  this  quarter,  and  we 
have  either  got  possession  of  Kingston,  or  have 
cut  Its  communication  with  Montreal,  of  which 
I  shall  give  him  seasonable  advice,  via  Plattsburg, 
where  I  shall  calculate  on  his  arrival,  the  20th  of 
the  ensuing  month,  completely  equipped  for  a 
forward  movement.     If  he  changes  his  position, 
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and  shows  his  column  west  of  the  lake  sooner,  it  I  hear  not  a  word  from  H»™P'<'''-  ,  ^  ^°P*  ^/_^°" 
may  carry  Sir  George  to  Montreal,  and  produce  I  not  mean  to  take  the  Mud  :  but  if  so  we  can  do 
precautions  which  might  otherwise  be  neglected     without  h.m,  and  he  should  be^nt  home 

*^        X   .         I    .      r -1 „«-^..  Triilu    vniirs.  JA.  WILKIINO" 


until  too  late  for  any  salutary  effect. 

The  militia  called  forth  by  Governor  Tomp- 
kins, of  which,  by  the  by.  you  gave  me  no  infor- 
mation, should  not  be  arrayed  before  he  hears 
from  me.  at  Fort  George,  because  the  assembly 
of  such  a  body  would  increase  the  alarm,  and  jiut 
all  Canada  in  counter  motion,  while  incidents, 
beyond  the  control  of  man,  may  intervene  to  pro- 
crastinate my  movements,  and  thus  baffle  the  ef- 


Truly  yours,  JA.  WILKINSON. 

Gen.  Ar.mstrono,  Sec'ry  of  ^yar. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  M»jor  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 
Sacxett's  Harbor,  Aug.  30,  1813. 
Sir  :    With  every  exertion  he  could  make,  it 

cr.simaie  my  u.^vrmcu.,, .  .- was   not  until    the   last  evening   Chauncey  got 

fects  of  the  proposed  cooperation,  on  the  side  of  j  under  way.  and  the  weather  being  calm,  he  must 
Vermont  •  should  a  corps  of  militia  be  drawn  from  :  be  now  off  this  harbor. 

thence,  no  movement  should  be  made  by  them  '  Agreeably  to  my  inlormation,  Sir  James  Yeo 
until  General  Hampton  has  crossed  Champlain.  ;  sailed  for  the  head  of  the  lake,  the  22d  instant, 
It  would  be  highly  interesting  to  the  public  ser-  with  two  captured  schooners  in  addition  to  his 
vice  and  extremely'  acceptable  to  me.  to  see  you  squadron,  no  doubt  to  co-operate  with  Sir  George, 
at  Niagara,  from  whence,  should  I  find  it  practi-  but  did  not  not  get  clear  of  the  Ducks  before  the 
cable,  It  is  my  intention  to  commence  my  move- J  25th.  ,„      ,  i    ru- 

roent  down  the  lake,  about  the  I5lh  of  the  next  ,  Brigadier  General  Boyd  is  warned  of  this  move- 
month  ;  the  best  possible  disposition  for  the  safety  ment.  and.  being  placed  on  his  guard,  he  ougQ' 
of  that  frontier,  and  for  the  security  of  the  vast  to  baffle  every  enterprise  of  the  enem v.  What  an 
mass'  of  ordnance  and  store.s,  which  I  must  leave  ,  awful  crisis  have  I  reached  !     If  Sir  George  beats 


there,  may  render  your  advice  and  authority  in- 
dispensably necessary,  to  avert  clamors,  and  pre- 
vent any  obstruction  to  my  prompt  movement. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect.  I  am,  sir, 
vour  obedient  servant. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


Sackett's  Harbor,  August  26,  1813. 
Sir  :  Chauncey  will  go  out.  he  says,  to-morrow 
or  next  day.  to  seek  Sir  James.  I  see  the  neces- 
sity of  settling  the  point  of  naval  superiority  be- 
fore we  commit  ourselves,  and.  therefore,  the  de- 
cision cannot  be  had  too  soon.     In  the  meantime 


Boyd,  and  Sir  James,  Chauncey.  my  prospects 
are  blasted  ;  and  the  campaign  will,  I  fear,  be  lost. 
If  Sir  George  beats  Boyd,  and  Chauncey  beats  Sir 
James,  Kingston  yet  may  be  ours;  but  should 
both  the  Knights  be  beaten,  and  our  Q,uarlermas- 
ter  can  find  transports  in  season,  (of  which  I  have 
fears, as  I  found  next  to  none  here,)  then  we  shall 
certainly  winter  in  Montreal,  if  not  discomfited 
by  some  act  of  God.  If  I  could  have  mustered 
three  thousand  combatants  on  this  ground,  with 
transports  to  bear  them,  I  would  now  have  been 
before  Kingston,  where  Sir  George  has  left  only 
one  thousand  five  hundred  regular  troops,  and 
about  five  hundred  militia  ;  but  our  utmost  force 
is   short  of  two  thousand  five   hundred,  as   you 


the  essential  arrangements  progress,  and  if  the  !  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  return  ;  and  we 
means  can  be  mustered,  they  will  insure  the  end.  ;  could    not    have  found    boats    to    transport    one 

1  fear  Yeo  will  avoid  a  contest,  to  spin  out  the  ;  thousand, 
campaign,  and  gain  time  for  reinforcements,  and  i  The  enemy  having  deterinined  to  change  his 
the  organization  of  militia  ;  but  if  he  will  not  system  of  operations,  from  defence  to  offence,  is 
come  out  we  must  blockade  him.  I  go  for  Ni-  i  assembling  his  whole  disposable  force  at  the  head 
agara  the  moment  our  arrangements  are  matured  i  of  the  lake,  to  attack  Fort  George  ;  thus  placing 
here  Sir  George  has  actually  gone  for  the  head  ,  himself  at  too  great  a  distance  from  Montreal  to 
of  tne  lake  with  a  reinforcement.  To  prevent  ■  give  seasonable  succor  to  that  city  :  he  certain  y 
his  playing  tricks  with  Boyd,  I  have  sent  him  i  presumes  on  our  imbecility,  and  we  as  certainly 
(Boyd)  the  note  of  which  you  have  a  copy.  1  should  take  advantage  of  his  presumption. 

On  Saturday, the  21st,  one  hundred  and  sixty  The  militia  called  for  should,  therefore  be  im- 
regular  troops  ascended  bv  Ogdensburgh  to  Kings-  '  mediately  arrayed,  and  marched  to  this  Irontier, 
ton  and  on  the  23d  and  24th.  they  were  followed  and  Major  General  Hampton  should,  without 
by  five  hundred  Highlanders  in  their  kilts;  who  delay,  cross  the  Champlain.  and  coinraence  his 
conducted  up  one  hundred  boats:  thus  we  see  ,  movement  towards  St.  Johns,  taking  the  Isle  aux 
that  this  quarter  attracts  chief  attention.  All  my  j  Noix  in  his  route,  or  not,  as  circumstances  m»y 
efforu*  will  be  made  to  induce  Sir  Greorge  to  draw    justify.  ,  ,      .  . 

after  him  a  chief  part  of  the  garrison  of  Kingston.  Four  thousand  of  the  best  appointed  yeomanry 
which  must  now  be  near  five  thousand  strong,  should  be  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Hamilton,  oa 
The  situation  of  Proctor  and  the  irruption  of  our  ,  the  St.  Lawrence,  for  eventual  operations  with 
Indians  have  gone  far  to  excite  these  dispositions,  this  division  ;  and  the  residue  may  accompany 
Meet  me  at  ^Niagara,  if  possible  and  for  God's  ;  or  follow  Hampton,  to  draw  the  inililia  of  Mon- 
sake  press  on  the  recruits  from  Albany  and  the  I  lreal,and  the  di.-posable  force  of  the  lower  coun- 
southward.and  send  me  Wadsworth.  Swift,  Fen-  j  try,  to  the  east  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  thereby 
wick,  and  Izard.  All  thing  go  well  here,  and,  make  the  island  an  easy  conquest  from  this 
thank  God.  the  men  are  recovering  rapidly.    I  I  quarter. 
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Sir  George  Preyost,  it  would  seem,  has   taken  [ 
his  part,  and,  deluded  by  the  hope  of  re-conquest, 
has  abandoned  his  rear  to  our  enterprise,  and  we 
djight  now,  without  ihe  co-operation  of  our  squad-  j 
^^0.  safely  occupy  Madrid,  and  cut  the  commu- ! 
nicdtion  of  the  two  provinces  with  this  division  I 
ooly,  if  we  had  transport ;  but  of  this  we  are  to-  ' 
tally  destitute,  every  boat  we  command  here  be- 
iijg  at  this  time  absent,  with  a  detachment  ofj 
eight  hundred  men.  ordered  to  make  a  feint  to 
the  westward,  under  pretence  of  reinforcing  Ni- 
aifara,  before    I    was   apprized  of  Sir  George's 
ntjvements. 


f  Sackett'9  Harbor,  Arte.  30,  1813. 

-  5  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sir:  I  have  commenced,  barely,  the  arrange- 
na*nt  of  the  department  of  intelligence;  an  in- 
tf^igencer  left  Kingston,  or  its  vicinity,  last  eve- 
ning, to  tell  me  that  Sir  George  Prevost  had 
oommenced  his  operations  against  Boyd,  and  had 
driven  in  his  pickets  and  taken  sixty  or  seventy 
prisoners,  but  had  been  repulsed  from  his  line 
of  encampment.  The  militia  of  Montreal  are  at 
K^DgsiOD.  and  reinforcements,  by  single  hundreds, 
a^'e  arriving  frequently;  four  hundred  men  are 
expected  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

;Xhe  force  at  Kingston  is  two  thousand  men 
(regulars  fifteen  hundred,  militia  five  hundred.) 
Major  General  Darrach  commands,  and  they  are 
agjiduously  strengthening  their  works.  Sir  James 
Yeo  sailed  with  six  weeks'  provisions,  expressly 
to  co-operate  with  Sir  George  at  the  head  of  the 
lake  ;  a  double  battle  and  a  double  victory  offer  a 
sttoDg  temptation  ;  but  I  will  not  be  diverted  from 
mv  course. 

I  have  written  Governor  Tompkins  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  draught  of  railitia,  for  the  strait  of  Ni- 
agara, to  supply  the  absence  of  our  troops  of  the 
line,  and  prevent  clamor,  but  have  not  been  so 
hippy  as  to  receive  an  acknowledgment  of  my 
Ifciter- 

With  perfect  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Arm3Tro.ng,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


ing  his  knightship  to  guess.  To  have  pushed 
them  directly  to  Ogdensburg  would  not  have  had 
that  advantage.  A  larger  draught  would  bare 
been  difficult.  Another  view  of  the  subject  is, 
that  thi!<  part  of  the  plan  cannot  be  confided  to 
militia  exclusively  ;  they  must  be  propped  by  a 
regular  corps,  otherwise  the  back  door  may  not 
be  sufficiently  closed  and  barred. 

The  battle  on  the  lake!  Shall  we  have  one? 
If  Yeo  fights  and  is  beaten,  all  will  be  well.  If 
he  does  not  fight,  the  result  may  also  be  favorable. 

Yours,  cordially, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

General  WtLKiNsopj. 


-'.  War  Department,  Sackett'sj  Harbor, 

ikptenibere.  1813. 

■Dear   General:    I    arrived    here    yesterday. 
Nothing  new.  except  that  Prevost  has  returned  to 
Kingston.     General    Hampton  will    go  through  . 
th«'  campaign  cordially  and  vigorously,  but  will  '■ 
rerign  at  the  end  of  it.     He  will  be  ready  to  move  : 
by    the  20th,  with  an  etTective  regular  force  of 
fuiir  thousand,  and  a  militia   detachment  of  one  \ 
thousand  five  hundred.     On  the  supposition  that  ' 
Sir  George  had  decidedly  taken  his  part,  and  had 
chosen  the  peninsula  as  his  champ  de  baiaiUe.  I  i 
had    o.'dered    Hampton    to    more    immediately  ; 
Bf^aiast  the  Isle  aux  Noix.     Two  thousand  mill-  I 
tii    will    be    promptly   assembled  at  Champion, 
twenty-four   miles   from    this  place,  and  on  the 
route  to  the  St.  Lawrence.     The  place  was  se- 
lecttd  as  offering  tieo  objects,  and  of  course  lear-  j 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Fort  Gborge.  September  11,  1813. 

"I  hare  indulged  the  hope. for  several  days  past, 
that  I  should  have  been  enabled  to  address  you  io 
propria  persona,  but  in  this  I  have  been  baffled 
by  a  severe  and  unremitting  malady,  which 
obliges  me  to  resort  to  the  pen  of  a  common 
friend. 

•'  I  reached  this  place  the  evening  of  the  fourth. 
Commodore  Chauncey  at  that  time  occupied  the 
harbor ;  and  Sir  James  Yeo,  with  the  British 
squadron,  was  vaporing  in  front  of  it.  This  state 
of  things  continued,  without  any  material  change, 
until  the  evening  of  the  7th,  when  a  light  land 
breeze  gave  to  the  Commodore  an  opportunity  of 
standing  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  The  two 
squadrons  were  about  two  leagues  asunder,  of 
consequence  an  action  appeared  inevitable  :  yet 
so  it  has  happened,  that,  since  that  period,  until 
about  five  o'clock,  yesterday,  P.  M.,  these  two  na- 
val armaments  have  kept  from  four  to  eight  miles 
distant,  without  having  exchanged  a  single  shot, 
or  done  to  each  other  the  smallest  visible  damage, 
the  British  uniformly  on  the  retreat,  and  the 
American  in  pursuit. 

''General  Peter  B.  Porter  left  me  to-day,  prop- 
erly authorized  and  instructed  to  bring  into  oper- 
ation a  corps  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  which 
he  proposes  to  increase  to  one  thousand  men,  by 
volunteers  from  the  militia,  and  is  disposed  to  be 
busy  and  active  wherever  he  may  be  directed. 

■•  I  hear  nothing  of  Brigadier  General  McClure 
and  the  New  York  miliiia.  I  «hall  mature  my 
plans  for  embarcation  as  rapidly  as  the  difficulties 
which  may  oppose  me  can  be  removed  ;  but  we 
are  greatly  deficient  in  transport,  and  have  not 
received  a  single  boat  from  Oswego  or  any  other 
place.  Strong  shallops  and  slip-keels  are  neces- 
sary to  the  transport  of  the  heavy  cannon,  ord- 
nance stores,  ammunition,  clothing,  «Stc. 

"I  am  writini;  to  Bomford  for  many  things, 
which  I  was  assured  I  should  find  here,  and  I 
pray  you  to  put  him  on  the  alert,  or  I  ma/  be 
caught  in  the  snow. 

"  I  dictate  this  under  much  depression  of  head 
and  stomach,  and  am,  with  great  respect  and  es- 
teem, your  most  obedient  servant. 

•JAMES  WILKINSON." 
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Eitract  of  a  letter  from  (General  Wilkinson  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 

Fort  George,  September  16.  1813. 

"I  hare  escaped  from  my  pallet,  and  with  a 
giddy  head  and  trembling  hand,  will  endeavor  to 
scrawl  you  a  few  lines,  the  first  I  have  written 
since  ray  arrival  here. 

"With  respect  to  the  advance  squadrons,  we 
are  still  without  one  word  of  authentic  informa- 
tion, but  we  are  entertained  by  daily  rumors,  as 
wild  and  extravagant  as  they  are  inconsistent  and 
contradictory.  I  hope  we  may  soon  have  an  end 
of  this  state  of  uncertainty,  which  damps  our  ex- 
ertions, and  retards  our  measures. 

'•  The  removal  of  the  main  body  of  the  troops 
from  this  position  is  an  operation  of  great  deli- 
cacy and  interest;  and  it  was  therefore  your 
presence  here  would  have  been  more  important 
than  elsewhere. 

'•  I  am  not  authorized  to  abandon  this  useless 
occupancy,  and  therefore  it  must  be  maintained 
against  the  united  British  force  in  its  vicinity. 
To  secure  the  end,  and  nothing  must  be  hazarded, 
will  require  a  serious  drain  from  our  best  troops, 
which  enfeebles  our  too  feeble  force  for  the  mam 
attack.  The  head  of  the  militia  under  McClure 
has  not  yet  shown  itself;  when  it  does,  (if  in  any 
reasonable  time.)  and  we  have  conferred,  I  shall 
be  better  enabled  to  develop  the  intricate  path  be- 
fore me.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  alas!  sir,  the 
season  will,  I  fear,  be  lost. 

'' The  Indians  enter  into  eur  views  with  great 
zeal,  and  I  look  fur  a  corps  of  at  least  five  hun- 
dred men  in  eight  days;  whether  to  relieve  De 
Rotlenberg  of  five  or  six  hundred  of  his  effective 
men,  before  I  turn  my  back  on  him,  will  be  deter- 
mined by  considerations  of  policy  in  relation  to 
our  red  allies  and  the  militia,  and  the  fate  of  our 
squadron.  The  enemy  profess  to-day  a  total  ig- 
Doraoce  of  the  occurrence  of  an  action  between 
the  squadrons. 

"  In  the  course  of  sixteen  days,  the  enemy  have 
lost  sixty-five  men  by  desertion,  we  barely  six. 
We  count  4  600  on  f>aper,  and  could  show  about 
3,400  combatants.  The  enemy,  from  the  best  in- 
formation we  have,  have  about  3.000  men  on 
paper,  of  whom  1,400  are  sick.  Shall  I  make  a 
sweep  of  them  or  not.  at  the  hazard  of  our  main 
object  ?  Not  unless  that  main  object  is  jeoparded 
by  the  fate  of  our  squadrons — it  would  require  an 
operation  of  three  weeks;  but  my  views  are  for- 
ward, and  I  shall  not  abandon  the  prospect  while 
a  ray  of  hope  remains. 

•'I  have  received  your  letters  to  the  6lh,  from 
Sackett's  Harbor,  and  thank  you  for  them.  For 
your  comfort,  the  men  here  are  gaining  health, 
and,  with  their  officers,  breathe  an  ardent  spirit 
for  combat." 


Eitract  of  a  letter   from  .Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Fort  George.  September  18,  1813. 
Dear  General  :  Accident  detained  the  express 
last  evening,  and  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  drop 
you  another  line. 


Not  a  word  more  of  Chauncey  ;  what  has  be- 
come of  him  ?  1  pray  you  to  decide  whether  I 
am  to  move  with  or  without  any  further  know- 
ledge of  the  squadron. 

From  the  enclosed.  No.  2,  it  would  appear  that 
the  enemy  expect  tranquil  Winter  quarters  in 
this  neighborhood  ;  for  the  number  of  barracks 
proposed  to  be  built  will  not  receive  more  than 
1.400  or  1.600  men,  including  guards,  ordinary 
and  extraordinary,  stow  them  as  you  can  ;  but, 
shall  I  have  the  enemy  within  four  miles  of  this 
place,  making  a  wide  in  vestitureof  it  from  Queens- 
town  to  Four  Mile  creek  ;  or  shall  I  break  him 
up?  With  our  prospects  the  decision  is  embar- 
rassing ;  change  them,  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
chief  design,  and  our  course  is  direct,  viz  :  to  take 
possession  at  Burlington  Bay,  and  cut  up  or  cap- 
ture the  whole  division  in  this  quarter,  which 
may  be  fstimated  at  3.000  regular  troops.  I  pray 
you  to  deliberate  on  these  points,  and  give  me 
your  advice  without  delay. 

1  have  despatched  an  express  to ,  for  Gren- 

eral  McClure,  of  whom  1  have  heard  nothing 
since  my  last ;  but  to  supply  the  defect  of  his  si- 
lence, the  enclosed  copy  ot  a  communication  from 
a  committee,  of  which  P.  B.  Porter  is  chief,  will 
fully  suffice.  I  have  responded  in  the  most  cour- 
teous terms,  making  reference  to  you  for  your  de- 
termination on  the  momentous  occasion,  as  you 
will  perceive  from  my  answer.  Now,  let  me  en- 
treat you  to  weigh  these  propositions,  to  lake  into 
consideration  the  possible  failure  of  the  militia, 
and  the  substitution  in  such  case  of  these  volun- 
teers; for,  in  the  present  crisis,  we  should,  if  pos- 
sible, render  *'  assurance  doubly  sure."  The  letter 
of  David  Rodman  (a  stranger)  is  also  transmit* 
ted  for  consideration.  Let  me  have  your  answer, 
and  tell  me  how  to  act  as  speedily  as  possible,  I 
beseech.  The  boats  from  Oswego  have  not  yet 
arrived. 

I  am  feeble  to  childhood,  but  shall  look  at  the 
troops  in  battalion  on  Tuesday. 
Truly  yours. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Secr'y  of  War. 


Fort  George,  September  18,  1813. 
Sir:  I  am  ordered  by  General  Wilkinson  lo 
forward  the  enclosed  papers:  one.  a  letter  from  a 
committee  of  three,  of  which  P.  B.  Porter  is  the 
first ;  and  the  other  a  letter  from  Daniel  Rodman, 
the  organ  of  an  association  of  residents  in  and 
near  Canandaigua. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

H.  LEE,  Jr.. 
Major  of  Infantry,  A.  D.  C. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Secr'y  of  War, 


Black  Rock,  September  17,  1613. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  encouragements  from 
General  Boyd,  that  a  general  and  decisive  move- 
ment was  about  to  be  made  by  the  army,  and  that 
an  additional  force  was  desirable,  we  repaired  to 
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Port  George,  about  fire  weeks  ago,  with  fire  han- j 

d;cd   tneo,  consisting  of  volunteers,  militia,  and  i 
Indians.     Mosi  of  us  remained  there  for  twelve 
c<i(  fourteen  days,  but  our  hopes  not  being  realized.  , 
Tjie  men  continually  dispersed  and  went   home; 
Iipt.  hovrever.  without  expectations,  again  encour- 
jjged   by  Generals  Boyd   and  Williams,  that  we 
should  be  shortly  called  on  again  to  aid  in  opera- 
tions which  the  people  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
sJ  long  harassed   by  the  calamities  of  war,  feel 
8«j  strong  an  interest  in  forwarding.     Under  sim- 
jiar  expectations,  many  of  our  friends  in  the  inte- 
rior have  intimated  to  us  iheir  readiness  to  join 
vith  respectable  reinforcements  on   the  shortest 
l^tice;  and  we  are  informed  that  one  company, 
i^out  seventy  strong,  is  actually   on   its   march, 
(tad  will  arrive  here  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
•   We  are  at  this  moment  much  at  a  loss   how  to 
ifcl,  and  our  diflficuliy  is  increased  by  the  various 
rpmors  and  conjectures  circulated  by  the  different 
ifficers  daily  arriving  from    headquarters;    some 
oi"  whom  represent  that   no  offensive   operations 
tie  to  be  undertaken  on  this  frontier,  but  that  the 
tt^ular  army  is  immediately  to  be  marched,  either 
to  thf  East  to  attack  Kingston,  or  to  the  West  to 
jfiin  General  Harrison.     Others  stale,  that  an  at- 
tack IS  to  be  made  on   the  British  forces   in   the 
^vicinity  of  this  place. 

'     Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  induced  to  i 
jEfquire  of  you.  whether  such  a  force  as  we  have  ; 
Mt  in  our  power  to  raise  is  desired  by  you  to  effect-  j 
dilate  your  plans;  and.  if  so,  in  what  numbers,  and 
at  what  time  ?    If  your  object  be  to  sally  out  upon 
ahe  enemy  at  Fort  George,  we  could  bring  you  a 
'respectable  force.     But.  on   the  contrary,  if  you 
[meditate  an  attack  at  some   other   point,  and   the 
Vwilhdrawal  of  the  regular  troops  from  Fort  George, 
3ind  placing  this  frontier  on  the  defensive  only,  by 
tmeans  of  militia,  we  would  observe  that  our  pre- 
pared force  IS  of  such  a  character  as  could  not  be 
engaged  in  this  service. 
ir     Upon  the  supposition  that  you  intend    to  with- 
Vdraw  the   regular  troops  from  this  frontier,  we 
beg  leave  to  submit  a   proposition   for  your  con- 
sideration. 

We  believe  we  are  not  incorrect  in  saying  that 

•  it  would  require  nearly  quite  as  great  a   force  to 
.  defend  this  line  of  frontier  against  a  given   force 

•  of  the  enemy,  as  it  would  to  attack  and   subdue 
that  enemy.     Sir  George  Prevost  has  ordered  the 

■%miliiia  of  the  upper  province  to  be  called  out  en 
•^masse.  They  are  to  assemble  on  Saturday  next. 
'And  if.  after  your  departure,  the  enemy  opposite 
• 'here  should  lake  it  iu  his  head  to  retain  all  his 
'  regular  force,  and  play  off  his  skill  against  the 
".inexperience  of  our  militia,  we  might  have  occa- 
vsion  10  fear  a  repetition  of  former  scenes  in  the 
j^present  war. 

Our  proposition  (in  case  of  your  leaving  this 
•:;  place)  is.  ihat  we  be  permitted  to  raise,  between 
yl  this  and  the  first  of  October,  a  volunteer  force  of 
>;from  1.000  to  l,2tX)  men,  exclusive  of  Indians. 
:•  That  we  add  to  it  as  many  of  the  militia  stationed 
c'  on  the  lines  as  may  be  willing  to  join  u>.  That 
'.,  we  be  furnished  with  a  small  train  (say  tour 
^  pieces)  i)f  artillery,  with  experienced  officers,  and 


men  to  fight  them  ;  and  that  with  this  force  we 
be  authorized  to  invade  the  enemy's  country. 

Should  you  think  proper  to  confer  such  an  au- 
thority on  Ui,  and  direct  that  the  volunteers  shall 
be  furnished  with  arms,  ammunition,  provisions, 
«fec.,  and  receive  pay  while  in  actual  service,  we 
pledge  our  lives  that,  before  the  close  of  the  sea- 
son, we  will  occupy  the  whole  of  the  valuable 
and  populous  peninsula,  opposite  this  river,  and 
either  capture,  destroy,  or  disperse. all  iheenemy's 
force  in  this  quarter. 

You  may,  perhaps,  make  it  convenient  to  send 
an  answer  by  the  bearer.  Captain  Hall. 

We  are.  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servants, 

PETER  B.  PORTER. 
CYRENIUS  CHAPIN. 
JOSEPH  McCLURE. 
Maj.  Gen.  Wilkinson. 


Canandaigua,  September  14,  1813. 

Sir:  A  large  number  of  patriotic  citizens  of 
this  and  the  adjacent  towns,  anxious  to  do  their 
duty  in  a  crisis  so  interesting  to  the  nation  in 
general,  and  to  this  part  of  the  country  in  particii- 
far,  have  associated  themselves  to  volunteer  their 
services  to  the  United  Slates  for  the  residue  of 
the  campaign  at  least. 

In  order  to  effectuate  their  intentions,  however, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  their  movements  should 
receive  your  approbation  and  sanction,  and  that 
they  should  be  as>ured  that  the  corps,  whether  a 
company,  battalion,  or  (as  is  possible)  a  regiment, 
should  be  received,  organized,  and  countenanced 
by  your  order  and  authority.  The  lateness  of  the 
season,  and  the  anxiety  of  the  members,  induce 
us  to  request  an  early  and  authoritative  reply, 
that  the  association  may  be  equipped  according 
to  law.  and  be  useful  lo  their  country  this  season. 
It  may  not  be  hardly  decorous  for  us  to  say  it,  but 
we  must  observe  that  the  subscribers  will  prore 
to  be  obedient  and  brave  soldier?. 
I  In  their  behalf,  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servaiii,  „      ^„^.,.», 

DANIEL  RODMAN. 

Maj.  Gen.  Wilkinson, 
or  officer  commanding  Fort  George. 


FoBT  George,  September  18,  1813. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  yesterday,  which 
reached  me  last  evening,  gives  you  a  claim  to 
my  acknowledgments,  and  lo  those  of  your  coun- 
try. But,  as  I  am  aliogeiher  unauthorized,  by 
law  or  instruciion,  to  sanction  your  plan  for  the 
levy  of  a  body  of  volunteers,  and  as  your  anlici- 
pations,  propositions,  and  suggestions  embrace  a 
rant^e  and  a  character  upon  which  I  have  neither 
risht  nor  authority  to  deliberate.  I  have  consid- 
ered it  my  duty  to  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter 
tc  the  Secretary  of  War.  now  at  Sackeii's  Har- 
bor, by  express,  for  his  deliberation  and  decision. 

I  hope  he  may  find  it  convenient  and  proper  to 
meet  your  views,  and  have  only  to  add.  that  you 
shall  be  advised  of  his  answer,  without  a  mo- 
mcni'i  delay,  after  it  may  reach  my  hands. 
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With  high  consideration  and  respect.  I  hare 
the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
To  Peter  B.  Porter, 

Major  CvRENiu8  Chapin.  and 
Joseph  McCldre. 


Sackett'9  Harbor,  «S<7)/.  18.  1813. 
Dear  General:  Our  information  from  the 
other  side  of  the  lake  amounts  lo  this:  Prevosi 
goes  lo  Montreal;  the  whole  regular  force  in 
Kingston  consists  of  ten  companies  of  De  Water- 
ville's  regiment ;  that  at  Prescott,  of  two  compa- 
nies of  the  same  corp>  and  about  forty  artillerists. 

De  Waierville's  regiment  was  made  up  in 
Spain,  is  composed  of  Poles,  Germans,  Spaniards, 
and  Portuguese,  and  cotnpletely  disaffected.  W^bat 
a  precious  moment,  my  friend,  is  this  ! 

The  Commodore  was  brought  back  lo  us  yes- 
terday by  adverse  winds.  He  goes  this  morning; 
let  not  the  great  objects  of  the  campaign  be  haz- 
arded by  running  after  Yeo ;  ihes-e  accomplished, 
his  race  is  run.  Kingston,  or  ihe  point  below, 
seized,  all  above  perishes,  because  the  tree  is  ibea 
girdled. 

In  speaking  of  your  artillery,  you  do  not  in- 
clude the  guns  taken  at  Fort  George,  and  which 
will  be  necessary  for  its  defence.  A  small  gar- 
rison will  be  sufficient  against  assault;  siege  we 
need  not  dread.  It  is  already  too  late  lo  live  in 
trenches.  Porter  (of  the  artillery)  would  do  well 
to  command  the  place.  Tell  him  from  me  he  is 
a  Brigadier  by  brevet. 

The  means  of  iransporialion  are  now  with  you  ; 
hasten  your  march,  and  may  God  bless  you  in  all 
your  enterprises. 

Yours,  truly  and  always. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

General  Wilkinson. 


Bztraeti  of  a   letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

"September  20.  1813. 

"  I  am  well  again,  and  that's  a  good  thing ;  for 
I  have  been,  during  my  sickness,  somewhat  of  a 
Sm^lfungtu. 

"  Now.  indeed,  would  be  a  fine  lime  to  slip  into 
the  St.  Lawrence,  if  Chauncey  could  keep  Sir 
James  blockaded  above  Kingston,  and  command 
the  river  below  at  the  same  time,  and  our  prepa- 
rations were  completely  matured  ;  but  it  is  an 
herculean  task  to  extract  order  from  chaos.     No 


time  has.  or   shall    be,  lost   on   ray   part 


but  we 


cannot,  when  prepared  at  all  points,  control  the 
winds,  it  was  last  night,  only,  the  transports 
from  Oswego  arrived;  and.  if  I  am  not  hardly 
opposed  by  weather.  I  hope  I  shall  have  one 
thousand  men  atloat  by  the  2(3th,  and  complete 
my  embarcation  on  the  30th;  after  which,  until 
we  reach  Grenadier  Island.  I  must  look  to  our 
squadron  and  the  heavens  for  safely. 

"  Chauncey  tell*  me  lie  is  liable  to  be  blown  off 
from  his  station,  and.  in  such  case.  Sir  James 
may  slip  out  by  him.  but  promises  to  follow  him. 


It  is  material,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  fol- 
lowing and  cutting  our  rear,  that  some  compe- 
tent force  should  lake  post  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
below  Kingston  ;  and  I  pray  of  you  lo  make  this 
arrangement  with  Chauncey.  Before  I  left  Sack- 
ell's  Harbor,  I  ordered  a  dozen  slip-keeled  boats, 
to  carry  fifty  men  each,  and  lo  row  thirty  oars,  to 
be  armed  with  a  liglit  cannon  in  their  bow.  This 
armament  is  to  sweep  the  St.  Lawrence  of  the 
enemy's  gunboats,  and  to  take  post  in  advance, 
when  and  wherever  it  may  be  advisable.  I  beg 
you,  if  necessary  on  your  part,  to  give  effect  to 
this  order. 

'•  We  have  just  received  advice  confirmatory 
of  a  naval  combat  on  Lake  Erie,  in  which  it  is 
said  Perry  has  taken  ihe  whole  British  squadron, 
on  ihe  lOth  instant,  and  brought  the  vessels  into 
■  Putney  harbor,  at  the  islands,'  his  own  vessel, 
the  Lawrence,  barely  capable  of  being  floated. 
The  action  lasted  six  hours.  This  will  cancel 
your  news  from  our  Commodore.  The  enclosed 
letter  from  General  McClure  breathes  a  good 
spirit,  but  he  will  not  be  up  for  several  days.  In 
the  meantime  I  shall  prepare  his  orders,  to  be 
ready  to  give  him  the  command. 

'•  A  body  of  horse,  a  small  one.  at  that  point 
where  the  fate  of  the  island  is  lo  be  decided  by 
combat  (for  I  believe  not  that  we  shall  get  pos- 
session of  Montreal  without  a  battle)  will  be  in- 
valuable. Burn  has  been  ordered  hence,  some- 
lime  before  my  arrival,  lo  recruit  his  cavalry, 
and  prepare  them  for  action,  and  I  shall  order 
him  by  express  to-morrow  to  incline  by  indirect 
dilatory  marches  towards  Hamilton,  there  to  look 
for  further  orders,  somewhere  about  Antwerp,  or 
that  quarter.  From  Denmark  or  Champion  he 
is  to  advise  the  commanding  officer  at  Sackelt's 
Harbor  of  his  movements. 

"De  Rottenberg  is  under  the  full  belief  that  I 
mean  to  attack  him,  and  I  shall  keep  up  the  de- 
lusion as  long  as  possible. 

'*  The  snail's  pace  of  the  reinforcements  ap- 
proaching this  division,  and,  pardon  me.  their  di- 
rection and  route,  occasion  me  surprise.  Of  what 
avail  will  be  the  detachments  under  Colonels 
Randolph  and  Coles,*  which  are.  I  learn,  from 
Washington,  on  their  march  to  this  place,  where 
they  cannot,  or  will  not.  arrive  before  the  15th 
proximo  ?  If  these  detachments  had  been  ordered 
on  by  all  the  available  water  communications 
from  Annapolis  to  Albany,  they  could  have 
reached  Sackelt's  Harbor  m  season,  and  a  column 
of  eight  hundred  men  would  have  been  found  an 
important  desideratum  in  our  impending  opera- 
tions. Where,  also,  are  the  one  thousand  men 
reported  to  me  by  Colonel  Duane  as  being  ready 
for  march,  before  I  reached  Philadelphia  ?  I  must 
hope,  near  Sackelt's  Harbcr.  I  put  these  ques- 
tions to  you  that  I  may  apprize  you  of  facts,  that 
you,  with  whom  it  rests,  may  apply  the  remedy, 
lor  I  find  we  possess  little  military  subordination 
or  respect,  and  that  a  chief  of  an  army  is  obeyed 
more  from  courtesy  than  principle  or  professional 
obligations. 


*  These  corps  arrived  in  lime. 
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■  "  1  send  this  by  the  privateer  Fox  to  Commo- 
t^re  ChauDcey,  with  a  request  that  he  accelerate 
^  progress  to  you.  Thi<  place  neither  stops  a 
Mp  extends  our  possessions,  nor  covers  or  pro- 
^•ct's  a  country;  it  is  good  for  naught,  but  to 
ft:)minand  the  ground  it  occupies,  and,  therefore, 
Ifshali  dismantle  and  abandon  it." 


Piir«ct  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
(icneral  WilkinBon,  dated 

"  Sackett's  Harbor,  Sept.  22,  1813. 
:c'*Dear  General:  Your  letters  of  the  16th,  17th, 
ygid  18th  instants,  have  been  this  moment  re- 
ceived ;  I  hasten  to  answer  them.  The  mam  ob- 
ject must  be  prosecuted.  Chauncey  is  not  broken 
down;  he  can  and  will  command  the  lake,  and, 
while  he  does  so,  our  position  at  Fort  George  may 
\^  maintained.  If  the  enemy's  sick  list  amounts 
lit  one  thousand  four  hundred  out  of  three  thou- 
sind,  the  enemy  can  undertake  nolliing  with  ef- 
fiuit.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  close  with  P. 
15,  Porter's  proposition,  made  in  the  following 
vords,  viz:  'Our  proposition  (in  case  of  your 
If'aving  this  place)  is,  that  we  be  permitted  to 
niise.  between  this  and  .'le  Isi  of  October,  a  vol- 
i^teer  force  of  from  one  thousand  to  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  men,  exclusive  of  Indians; 
tfiat  we  add  to  it  as  many  of  the  militia  stationed 
on  the  lines  as  may  be  willing  to  join  us  ;  that 
^e  be  furnished  with  a  small  train,  (say  four 
[Jeces  of  field  artillery,  with  experienced  oflScers 
^d  men  to  fight  them.)  and  tliat  with  this  force 
\^e  be  authorized  to  invade  the  enemy's  country.' 
* '*  Rodman's  corps  may  join  Porter.  Any  vol- 
luiteers  you  may  have  with  the  army,  whose 
t.'mes  are  near  expiring,  and  who  are  desirous  of 
continuing  in  service,  may  do  so.  also.  We  will 
Ci)ver  the  whole  by  a  requisition  upon  Governor 
Xompkins  for  additional  militia. 
,  "The  enemy's  fleet  have  left  the  Chesapeake. 
Ij  believe,  for  Halifax,  whence  the  land  troops  are 
ti>  be  sent  into  Canada — another  motive  for  quick 
laovements. 

"My  last  letters  by  Chauncey,  of  the  18lh  or 
19th,  gave  you  all  we  yet  know.     Prevost  has 
left  Kingston,  it  is  said  for  Q,uebec,  more  probably 
for  Montreal. 
'  *'  Yours,  faithfully  and  ever, 

•JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 


move  at  dusk  this  day  ;  I  say,  rtt  dusk,  because  I 
am  desirous  to  keep  my  neighbors  under  a  delu- 
sion as  long  as  possible  ;  they  are  perplexed  as  to 
my  intentions,  and  will  not  be  able  to  penetrate 
them  before  they  have  discovered  the  course  of 
my  flotilla. 

I  have  authentic  information  from  York  the 
evening  of  the  24lh  instant.  The  brigade  of 
militia  iu  the  vicinity  were  required  to  assemble 
the  25th,  and  six  hundred  men  of  the  41st  and 
49th  regiments,  second  battalion,  were  daily  ex- 
pected there  on  their  route  to  this  neighborhood. 
This  is  good ;  and  still  better,  three  spacious  block 
houses  are  ordered  by  Sir  George  to  be  erected 
at  York. 

But.  sir,  here  is  one  drawback:  the  tantalizing 
Sir  James  Yeo  was  in  shore  with  his  fleet,  on  the 
evening  of  the  24lh,  (Friday,)  about  twenty- 
eight  miles  east  of  York.  Where  he  is  now  we 
know  not,  for  he  has  not  since  been  heard  of,  ana 
Chauncey  is  just  sending  out  the  Lady  of  the 
Lake  and  the  Neptune  to  reconnoitre  York,  and 
the  coast  in  that  quarter.  What  may  be  the 
views  of  the  Knight?  To  gasconade,  to  retard 
my  movement,  or  to  enable  De  Rottenberg  to 
follow  me,  I  am  unable  to  divine  ;  but  will  not  be 
longer  delayed,  and,  therefore,  shall  be  twenty 
miles  to  the  eastward  before  to-morrow  morning, 
should  the  weather  permit.  If  Sir  James  can  be 
discovered,  Chauncey  will  seek  him  ;  otherwise, 
he  will  sail  with  me  to  cover  my  left  flank. 

As  we  have  not  a  moment  to  lose,  1  shall  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Grenadier*  island,  writing  you, 
and  sending  orders  to  the  commanding  officer,  by 
a  despatch  boat,  en  passant. 

After  all,  we  are  so  straitened  for  transport  that 
we  shall  not  find  room  for  more  than  fifteen  days' 
provisions;  indeed,  we  have  little  more  to  spare 
from  this  position,  and,  therefore,  our  sole  de- 
pendence must  be  on  the  magazines  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  which  the  contractor  should  be  person- 
ally advised.  Heaven  protect  you! 
Truly  yours, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hun.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  IVar. 


r  Niagara,  Sept.  27, 1813,  6  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received,  at  eight  o'clock  last 
evening,  your  interesting  letter  of  th»  22d,  and 
ihall  emplov  its  authorizations  to  the  best  possi- 
ble effect. 

\  Fifteen  hundred  men  were  embarked,  with 
orders  to  sail  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  a 
•trong  easterly  wind  has  made  it  impossible  to 
ioove. 

The   whole  force  (say  three    thousand    com- 

tjatanl?,  after  deducting  the  garrisons  of  Forts 

George  and  Niagara)   were  ready  for  embarca- 

>lion  yesterday,  and.  as  the  weather  is  serene  at 

this  moment,  I  hope  the  whole  may  be  able  to 


Fort  George,  Oct.  2.  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  my  last,  of  the  17th  instant, 
I  have  had  difficulties,  perplexities,  and  anxieties, 
sufficient  to  discompose  a  s^aint. 

Commodore  Chauncey  having  ascertained  that 
the  British  squadron  was  on  the  opposite  coast, 
agreeably  to  the  information  I  had  given  him, 
left  port  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  to  look  for  it ; 
on  the  morning  of  the  28th  we  discovered  our 
squadron  off  this  place  about  mid-channel,  and 
standing  for  the  York  shore;  about  12  o'clock, 
though  very  distant,  we  discovered  it  was  warmly 
engaged — the  enemy  to  leeward,  and  scarcely 
discernible;  we  could,  with  our  glasses,  distin- 
guish the  Pike  firing  both  her  batteries,  and  fre- 


*  I  had  determined  on  this  point  of  rendezvous  be- 
fore I  heard  from  General  Brown. 
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quenily  enveloped  in  smoke.  The  enemy  were 
forced  towards  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  about 
3  o'clock  we  lost  sight  of  our  sternmost  vessel, 
the  action  still  continuing.  From  that  period, 
until  yesterday  morning,  I  was  kept  in  suspense 
as  to  the  issue  of  the  action  ;  the  wind  blowing  a 
gale  from  the  southeast,  and  producing  i>uch  a 
swell  as  made  it  impossible  for  our  privateers  to 
keep  the  lake;  and  of  course  my  flotilla  was  con- 
fined to  port  with  the  troops,  either  on  board,  or 
encamped  on  the  beach.     The  evening  before  the 


I      Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

'•  4/^  of  October,  1813  — Gk-neral  Wilkinson  ar- 
I  rived  at  Sackett's  Harbor  on  this  day  from  Fort 
,  George.  He  immediately  visited  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  company  with  Generals  Lewis  and 
,  Brown,  and  in  the  presence  of  these  officers  re- 
I  monstraled  freely  and  warmly  against  making  an 
'  attack  on  Kingston,  urging  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing that  post  and  of  going  directly  to  .Montreal. 

'•The  Secretary  of  War  differed  from  General 
Wilkinson  in  opinion,  but  thought  his  objections 


last,  our   whole    fleet    (alone)   were    discovered     worthy  of  consideration,  and  proposed  a  meeting 
beating  down  the  lake.     In  the  course  of  the  night    on  the  day  following  for  that  purpose. 


they  came  to,  off"  Four  Mile  creek,  and  yesterday 
morning  the  Commodore  presented  himself.  Our 
observations  on  the  action  were  in  the  main  cor- 
rect, except  that  the  battle  was  fought  by  the 
Pike  alone,  (or  next  to  it.)  who,  having  carried 
away  Sir  James's  mizzen  and  main  topmasts,  his 
squadron  bore  up  to  protect  him.  and  Chauncey 
was  engaged  with  the  whole.  Unlucky  fellow! 
he  could  have  taken  a  schooner  and  a  brig,  but 
his  eyes  being  fixed  on  the  Commodore,  he  would 
not  look  at  smaller  game.     Finally.  Sir  James 


'•The   meeting   took   place  accordingly,   when 
General  Wilkinson   presented   the  paper  marked 
That  marked  No.  2  was  presented  by  the 


No.  1. 


Secretary,  and  the  opinion  with  which  it  closes 
was  adopted  as  that  which  should  regulate  the 
movements  of  the  army." 

No.  1. 

Reasons  for  attacking  Kingston  anterior  to  a 
descent  upon  Montreal. 

1st.   We  shall  capture  a  garrison  of  eight  bun- 


as  usual,  ran  away  ;  was  chased  to  the  head  of  I  dred  or  one  thousand,  and  demolish  a  strong  hold 
the  lake  ;  came  to  anchor  close  in  shore ;  and  the  i  of  the  enemy. 

gale  and  tremendous  sea  threatening,  in  case  of  a         2d.   We  shall  destroy  his  naval  depot  and  maga- 
continued  action,  to  put  both  squadrons  on  shore —  1  zines  of  every  species. 


Sir  James,  with  the  British  force,  assembled  there, 
and  Chauncey  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy — he 


3d.   We  shall,  by  this  operation,  diminish  his 
force,  destroy  his  resources,  and  place  the  division 


clawed  off"  and   came  down  to  confer  with  me.  j  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  under  De  Rottenberg,  in 

great  difficulty  and  distress;  and 

4th.  We  shall  destroy  every  naval  resource, 
and  of  consequence  prevent  the  building,  equip- 
ping, and  even  repairing,  a  single  vessel. 

Against  this  attack  it  may  be  urged  — 

1st.  That  the  reduction  of  the  place  may  cost 
more  than  we  calculate  on. 

2d,  It  may  encumber  us  with  wounded  and 
sick  ;  and 

3J.  It  is  possible  the  British  squadron  may,  as 


He  has  my  opinions  in  writing,  and  I  expect  his 
answer  this  morning. 

Early  yesterday,  before  I  had  heard  from  the  | 
Commodore,  the  wind,  for  the  first  time,  becoming 
favorable,  1  despatched  all  my  batteaux  ;  and,  as  i 
soon  as  I  had  ascertained  Sir  James  Yeo's  situa- 
tion, our  sail  boats  followed;  but,  alas!  before  i 
one  o'clock  the  wind  again  came  round  to  the  : 
southeast,  and  several  of  our  schooners  returned,  j 
though  a  majority  of  them,  and  the  whole  of  the 


batteaux,  proceeded,  and  I  hope  reached  Eighteen  !  heretofore,  elude  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  find 


Mile  creek. 

I  have  been  detained  by  the  arrival  of  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Indians,  to  whom  I  was 
obliged  t6  give  an  audience  and  a  talk,  and  I 
lodged  in  iliis  place  to  see  whether  the  enemy 
might  look  at  it,  and  what  would  be  the  conduct 
of  the  garrison  of  six  hundred  and  ninety  rnilitja. 


us  before   Kingston,  or  overtake    us  on  the  St. 
Lawrence. 

In  the  first  place,  from  the  lateness  of  the  sea- 
son, the  loss  of  a  few  days  may  expose  us  to  the 
autumnal  rains,  and  jeopard  the  chief  object  of 
the  campaign.  In  the  second  place,  our  own  force 
will  be  diminished  and  our  movements  retarded  ; 


and  eight  hundred  regular  troops,  under  the  com-  |  nnd   in   the   third   place,  iihe  chief  object  of  the 

mand  of  Colonel  Scott.     We  have  just  had  an 

alarm,  and  being  myself  among  the  first  on  pa 

rade.  I  have  witnessed  a  scene  by  which  I  shall 

profit  Scott,  before  I  leave  him,  which  will  be  in 

a  couple  of  hours,  as,  thank  Almighty  God,  the 

wind  again  breezes,though  it  has  rained  all  night, 

and  still  continues  to  rain.     Oh  !  if  it  may  please 

God  to  favor  us  with  this  breeze,  we  shall  soon 

be  near  you;  but  it  is  in  his  power,  by  adverse 

winds,  to  delay,  and.  by  tempests,  to  destroy  us. 

I  move  with  about  three  thousand  five  hundred 

men.     Farewell,  and  God  preserve  you  ! 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 


Hod.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  iVar. 

.     13th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 77 


campaign,  the  capture  of  Montreal,  will  be  ut- 
terly defeated,  and  our  own  army  subjected  ta 
great  difficulties,  losses,  and  perils. 

Submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
JA.MES  WILKINSON. 

No.  2. 

1st.  The  Niagara  division  will  probably  arrive 
here  in  a  day  or  two. 

2d.  The  weather  is  yet  good,  and  the  lake  navi- 
gable by  scow>  and  boats. 

3d.  The  enemy's  main  force  is  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  George, and  his  fleet  at  the  head 
of  the  lake. 

4tli.  The  garrison  of  Kingston  does  not  exceed 
eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  men. 
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"  5th  If  we  effect  a  landing  at  McPherson's 
firm  on  the  eastern  side  of  Kingston,  a  point 
toav  be  seized  which  will  command  the  town, 
^e  foris  and  the  harbor  ;  and,  within  seven  hours 
,^fter  the  landing  is  effected,  a  sufficient  battery 
inay  be  erected  and  in  operation. 

6th.  Nine  and  twelve  pounders  will  be  sufficient 
for  burning  block  houses,  &c.,  and  may  be  drag- 
ged by  the  men.  ,         .       ,  II 

7lh.  The  lime  necessary  to  reduce  the  place  will 
;,ot  exceed  a  single  day,  and  of  course  will  not 
materially  interfere,  on  that  account,  with  our 
object  below. 

8th.  The  loss  we  may  sustain  can  only  becon- 
^ctured.      Judging  from  that  at   Fort    George,  i 
where  the  enemy  were  more  numerous,  it  will  be  j 
iaconsiderable.  , 

9th.    The  advantages  of  taking  Kingston  are  I 
iwo:  you  sever  the  enemy's  line  of  communica- 
tion,  and  you  expel   him  from   his  only  secure  j 
liwrbor.  ! 

rThe  premises  assumed  under  the  1st,  2d.  3d.  4th,  i 
ind  5th  heads,  may  change,  and  our  conclusions  | 
with  them.     The  only  safe  decision  therefore  is,  j 
ihat  if  the  British  fleet  shall  not  escape  Corarao- 
Hore  Chauncey,  and  get   into   Kingston   harbor; 
if  the  garrison  of  that  place  be  not  largely  re-  ] 
fcoforced  ;  and  if  the  weather  be  such  as  will  allow  i 
jis  to  navigate   the  lake  securely.   Kingston  shall  ! 
be  our  first  object,  otlierwise  we  shall  go  directly 
(o  Montreal. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

*;    SaCKETT's  H.\RBOR.  Oct.b,  1S13. 


to  sail  the  moment  thewind  serves  ;  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that  nothing  essential  to  give  effect 
to  the  operations  of  the  army  under  my  com- 
mand, and  to  accomplish  the  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, has  been  or  shall  be  omitted. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  .Sec'ry  of  H'ar. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 

Headqlarters.  Sackett's  Harbor, 

October  18,  1813. 

'The  diminution  of  our  force,  by  disease  and 
various  casualties,  and  more  especially  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  period  of  our  movement  against 
Montreal,  render  it  necessary,  in  my  judgment, 
that  you  should  revoke  the  order  of  march  you 
have  given  to  Major  General  Hampton,  and  that 
he  should  be  directed  to  march  for  Morrisville, 
as  rapidly  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  health 
of  his  troops.  This  proposition  is  founded  on  the 
presumption  that  we  make  the  reduction  of  Kings- 
ton and  the.conquests  of  the  upper  provinces  the 
first  objects  of  our  operations.'' 


i  War  Departme.nt,  Oct.  9,  1S13. 

I   Dear  General:  Does  there  exist  between  you 
ind  the  Commodore  a  clear  and  distinct  under- 
:^tanding  on  the  subject  of  our  plan  of  operations, 
and  the  kind  and  degree  of  assistance  he  will  be 
able  to  give  to  its  execution?     Can  he  lake  a  po- 
-iCion  which  shall  have  the  effect  of  shutting  in 
cYeo.  and  of  covering  our  descent  upon  Kingston, 
^od  our  subsequent  movement  down  the  St.  Law- 
rence?   Is  it  not  probable  that  a  part  of  the  ene- 
imy's  fleet  will,  immediately  on  our  appearance  at 
'Grenadier  Island,  occupy  the  passage  of  the  river  ? 
I  If  we  can  be  covered  in  going  to  our  first  object, 
and  should  attain  that,  we  may  be   able   to  dis- 
.pense  with  further  naval  assistance  ;  but,  should 
;we  fail,  (a  contingency   which,  being  possible, 
ought  to  be  regarded.)  naval  aid  will  be  necessary 
;tp  the  prosecution  of  the  second  part  of  the  plan. 
As  the  tleet  is  wind-bound,  and  the  Commodore 
here,  explanations  on  these  points  may  be  readily 
aud  conveniently  given.     Let  me  know  the  re- 
sult, and  believe  me 

Truly  vours, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  Gen.  Wilkinson. 


HEAOaUARTER.S.  SaCKETT's  HaRBOR. 

October  %  1813. 
i     Dear  Sir:  The  Commodore  and  myself  have 
^hitherto  understood   each   other  perfectly,  and  I 
A' think  we  shall  harmonize  to  the  end.   He  is  ready 


War  Department,  Oct.  19,  1813. 
Sir:    I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and 
should  have  answered  it  more  promptly,  but  that 
business  of  the  South  and  West  required  ray  im- 
mediate attention. 

When,  on  the  4th  instant,  you  returned  from 
Fort  George,   we  had    the  prospect  of  a  speedy 
concentration   of  our  forces  at   this  point.     The 
Niagara  division  had  sailed  on  the  30th  ultimo; 
the  enemy's   principal  force  occupied  a  canton- 
ment between  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario;  his  tieet 
was  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  his  garrison  at 
Kingston  reduced  to  seven  or  eight  hundred  men. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  no  doubt  wise 
to  decide  as  we  did.  that  our  first  attack  should 
be  carried  against  that  place;  but  do  these  cir- 
cumstances any  longer  exist  ?    The  expected  con- 
centration is  but  now  effected,  (18lh  of  October.) 
A  reinforcement  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
men  has  been  thrown  into  Kingston  ;  the  British 
Heet  has  got  into  port  there,  and  our  foice,  from 
disease  and  other  casualties,  is,  according  to  your 
statement,  diminished  and  diminishing.     To  re- 
instate and  augment  thi-s  it  is  now  proposed  to 
order  General  Hampton  from  his  present  position 
at  Chaiauge.  to  Morrisville.  on  the  St.  Lawrence. 
These  places  are  distant  upwards  of  one  hundred 
miles.     A  march  of  such  length,  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  and  in  the  present  condition  of  the  roads, 
loaded   a>  he   is  with  a  train  of  artillery,  with 
means  u(  subsistence,  and  with   tents  and  bag- 
gage, cannot  be  performed  under  fifteen  days,  to 
which  must  be  added  the  time  necessary  for  giv- 
ing the  order  for  making  the  arrangements  pre- 
limi.nary  to  such  a  movement,  and   for  making 
cl>o  the  subsequent  one  from   Morrisville  to  the 
mouth    of  the  Gauiiatioqui    river;  all   of  which 
would  probably  protract  the  moment  ot  junction 
till  the  15th  of  .November. 
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Admonished,  as  we  are,  by  the  storms  which 
have  assailed  us  for  ten  days  past,  and  which 
have  not  yet  ceased.  I  cannot  but  think  that  a  pe- 
riod so  late  would  of  itself  be  fatal  to  the  pro- 
ject. 

Other  circumstances  lead  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion. Beginning  our  operations  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Gaunanoqui  river,  we  shall  have  a  march 
of  twenty-four  miles  to  Kingston,  and  through  a 
country  covered  with  woods,  destitote  of  inhab- 
itants, and  pervious  only  by  two  roads,  which, 
without  any  interruption  from  the  enemy,  are 
represented  as  nearly  impassable  at  present.  This 
movement  (unlike  that  originally  projected*) 
cannot  be  made  without  the  aid  of  horses,  and  a 
less  number  of  these  than  six  hundred.!  including 
the  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  is,  I  understand, 
deemed  insufficient.  Now  these  must  be  fed.  and 
their  provender  drawn  Irom  this  place,  as  the 
country  between  Gravelly  Point  and  Putneyville 
affords  none,  and  interposes  a  swampy  desert, 
which  shutsus  out  from  the  supplies  of  Rossie  and 
Ray  ville,  dec.  An  important  question  arises  here 
— can  the  necessary  forage  be  obtained  from  thi> 
neighborhood  ?  The  Q,uartermastcr  General  says 
*'  it  cannot,  that  it  must  be  carted  from  Lowville, 
(forty  miles  distant,)  and  transported  hence  by 
water."  These  facts,  on  your  plan,  menace  our 
operations  against  Kingston,  with  a  delay  which 
would  probably  surround  us  with  all  the  embar- 
rassments of  a  Canadian  Winter,  and  extinguish 
every  hope  of  grasping  the  other — the  safer  and 
the  greater  object  below.  I  call  it  the  safer  and 
greater  object,  because,  at  Montreal,  you  find  the 
weaker  place,  and  the  smaller  force  to  encounter: 
at  .Montreal,  you  meet  a  fresh,  unexhausted,  effi- 
cient reinforcement  of  four  thousand  men:  at 
Montreal,  you  approach  your  own  resources,  and 
establish  between  you  and  them  an  easy  and  an 
expeditious  intercourse  :  at  Montreal,  you  occupy 
a  point  which  must  be  gained  in  carrying  your 
attacks  home  to  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and 
which,  if  seized  note,  will  save  one  campaign:  at 
Montreal,  you  hold  a  position  which  completely 
severs  the  enemy's  line  of  operations;  which 
shuts  up  the  Ottawa  as  well  as  the  St.  Lawrence 
against  him  ;  and  which,  while  it  restrains  all  be- 
low, withers  and  perishes  all  above  itself. 

These,  General,  are  the  thoughts  which  present 
themselves  on  your  proposition,  and  which  I  un- 
derstand as  abandoning,  for  this  campaign,  the 
proposed  attack  on  Montreal.  I  am  entirely  dis- 
posed to  listen  to  all  that  can  be  said  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  but,  at  present,  the  reasons 
assigned  leave  me  no  doubt  of  the  policy  of  pur- 
suing, promptly  and  firmly. J  the  plan  already  in- 
dicated, and  which,  besides  the  approbation  of  the 


•  A  descent  at  McPherson's  farm,  two  miles  and  a 
half  below  Kingston. 

t  Forage  for  this  number  was  required  by  the 
General. 

\  This  refers  to  the  preceding  plan,  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  23d  July,  and  communicated  to  Gen. 
Wilkinson  on  the  5th  of  August. 


President,  has  received  the  sanction  of  a  council 
of  war.* 

I  am  very  respectfully,  dec. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  Gen'l  Wilkinson. 

HEADttLARTERS.    SaCKETT's  HaRBOR, 

October  19,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  about  to  embark  for  Greni- 
dier  Island  when  I  received  your  letter  of  this 
morning,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  answer;  my 
very  feeble  condition,  and  the  want  of  time  for 
reflection,  disqualify  me  fiom  doing  full  justice 
to  my  opinions. 

You  will  recollect  that,  in  my  letter  of  the  6th 
of  August,  I  proposed  to  take  Kingston,  as  pre- 
liminary loan  attack  on  Montreal;  you  offered 
a  different  opinion  in  your  letter  of  the  8th.  and, 
on  my  arrival  here,  I  submitted  the  alternative  to 
a  council  of  war,  which  decided  in  favor  of  your 
plan  to  leave  Kingston  untouched,  and  proceed 
directly  against  Montreal;  but  ulterior  consider- 
ations and  informationt  have  induced  me  to  ad- 
here to  my  original  plan. 

Permit  me,  previous  to  the  discussion  of  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion,  to  submit  a  few  incidental 
remarks. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  what  may  be  the  pres- 
ent force  of  the  enemy  at  Kingston,  and  very  un- 
certain how  much  our  own  force  may  have  been 
diminished  by  disease,  and  the  casualties  attend- 
ing our  movements. 

From  the  retreat  of  Proctor  before  General  Har- 
rison, and  the  information  received  from  Colonel 
Scott.  I  think  it  probable  that  De  Roltenberg. 
with  the  effectives  of  his  division,  has  gone  to 
reinfori'e  Proctor,  and  that  the  troops  which  have 
descended  to  Kingston  consisted  only  of  the  sick 
of  that  division. 


•  This  council  consisted  of  Generals  Wilkinnon, 
Lewis,  Brown,  and  Swartwout,  and  Commodore 
Chauncey.     The  opinion  was  unanimous. 

NoTK. — Before  the  Secretary  of  War  lefl  Sackett's 
Harbor,  and  while  it  waH  deemed  practicable,  and  was 
intended  to  carry  our  attacks  against  both  Kingston 
and  Montreal,  he  had  one  or  more  conversations  with 
Commodore  Chauncey,  on  the  general  subject  of  naval 
co-operation.  These  had  particular  reference  to  two 
points — the  place  of  landing,  [in  case  Kingston  was  the 
object  of  attack,]  and  the  degree  of  protection  which 
the  fleet  could  be  able  to  render  to  the  debarcation  of 
the  army.  The  places  of  descent  indicated  by  the  Sec- 
retary were  three : 

It>t.  McPherson's  farm,  two  mUcs  and  a  half  below 
Kingston. 

2d.  The  mouth  of  the  Little  Cataraqui,  four  or  five 
miles  above  Kingston  ;  and 

3d.  The  mouth  of  the  Gaunanoqui  river,  twenty-four 
miles  below  Kingston. ' 

The  Commodore's  answer  was  substantially  as  fol- 
lows :  that  he  would  not  take  upon  himself  the  respon- 
sibility of  covering  the  landing  of  the  army  at  \\ie  first 
of  these  points,  but  that  he  would  cover  its  landing  at 
either  of  the  other  two. 

t  This  ulterior  arrangement  was  not  communicated 
to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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'My  idea  «<"  recallin?  General  Hampton  to  re- 
ihlorce  us,  was  produced  by  an  alarm  \»  ilh  respect 
to  the  insufficiency  of  our  force,  which  I  found 
gnjeading;  and  the  direction  which  I  suggested 
was  founded  on  your  own  proposition*  of  the  13ih 
infant,  at  which  time  I  understood  you  to  offer 
the  opinion,  that  the  march  from  Hampton's  en- 
«r»<npment  to  Morrisville  might  be  accomplished 
Ijij  MX  days,  and  ray  own  opinion  is.  that,  by  dis- 
embarrassing himself  of  his  artillery  and  atlirail, 
perhaps  he  might  be  able  to  make  the  march  in 
ihAi  lime,  or  a  few  days  more. 

My  reasons  for  preferring  the  attack  of  Kings- 
ton to  that  of  Montreal,  are  these  : 

r-ljy  the  reduction  of  that  place  we  conquer  a 
jifovince.  not  only  of  great  importance  to  the  ene- 
nty,  but  a  valuable  acquisition  to  ourselves;  we 
capture  or  destroy  four  thousand  of  his  best 
troops;  we  put  an  end  to  the  Indian  war;  and, 
}jf  the  destruction  of  his  naval  force,  establish  our 
cgmraand  of  the  lake,  and  permit  a  respectable 
part  of  our  naval  force  to  be  employed  elsewhere. 

•On  the  contrary,  leave  Kingston,  its  garrison. 
ai»d  the  British  squadron  in  our  rear,  and  proceed 
T^  Montreal,  none  of  those  important  objects  will 
\^  gained.  The  enemy  will  remain  in  undis- 
turbed possession  of  the  province,  at  liberty  to  ex- 
erttise  his  enterprise  against  this  frontier  at  discre- 
UZrO  ;  for  it  is  a  fact,  however  opinions  may  vary, 
l^e  resources  of  the  province  are  adequate  to  the 
mbsistence  of  his  array.  His  naval  superiority 
(3^  the  lake  will  be  re-established  by  the  opening 
(,{  the  Spring;  the  Indian  depredations  may  be 
eneouraged  or  continued  ;  or,  should  he  prefer  it. 
he::niay,  on  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  leaving 
Sir  James  Yeo  triumphant  on  the  lake,  with  a 
juiiable  garrison  for  the  protection  of  Kingston, 
((e.scend  the  St.  Lawrence  with  his  main  force, 
^d  fall  upon  our  rear,  while  we  shall  be  engaged 

ifi  front,  admitting  we  succeed  in  establishing 
riurselves  at  Montreal. 

*  Having  passed  Kingston,  the  fortifications  at 
^rescoit  may  present  such  an  obstacle  to  our  fur- 
•^er  progress,  as  to  compel  us  to  land  and  reduce 
it  by  force — an  operation  which  may  consume 
niore  lime  than  can  be  spared  al  this  advanced 
^asoD.  I  speak  conjecturally ;  but.  should  we 
Mirmount  every  obstacle  in  descending  the  river, 
ve  shall  advance  upon  Montreal  ignorant  of  the 
fliTce  arrayed  against  us,  and  in  case  of  raisfor- 
tjjne,  having  no  retreat,  the  army  must  surren- 
Ai?r  at  discretion.  I  will  barely  add,  that,  as  the 
jA'inter  commences  at  Montreal  by  the  20th  of 
November,  should  we  be  delayed  on  the  route  by 
<ny  untoward  incidents,  our  embarrassments  and 
^rils  will  be  greatly  multiplied. 

•  I  offer  these  results  of  my  frail  judgment  with 
£  conscientious  regard  for  the  public  good.  I  am 
bigoted  to  no  project,  and  therefore  anj  willing  to 
•^jeld  my  own  judgment  to  that  of  others. 

',  •  What  is  here  called  a  proposition  was  but  a  ques- 
.»»on,  whether  the  march  could  be  performed  in  six 
i^ayi!  General  W,  answered  in  the  negative,  and  ad- 
Vised  that  General  Hampton  should  be  ordered  to  go 
'O  lo  Cognawaga. 


Personal  consideration  would  make  me  prefer 
a  visit  to  Montreal  to  the  attack  of  Kingston;  but 
before  I  abandon  tins  attack,  which  by  my  in- 
structions I  ara  ordered  to  make,  it  is  necessary 
to  my  justification  that  you  should,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  President,  direct  the  operations  of 
the  army  under  my  command  particularly  against 
Montreal. 

With  my  earnest  wishes  for  the  successful  issue 
of  whatever  may  be  undertaken.  I  am.  dear  sir. 
with  much  respect  and  esteem,  truly  yours, 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War. 

N.  B.  All  the  objections  which  apply  to  the 
landing  below  Kingston  may  be  obviated  by  land- 
ing above  it.  My  sole  motive  for  suggesting  the 
idea  of  landing  below,  was  to  prevent  the  garri- 
son's escape.  If  there  be  a  deficiency  of  forage 
on  our  part,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Q,uartern)aster 
General,  who  was  instructed  as  early  as  August 
to  lay  in  a  supply  of  twelve  thousand  bushels  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  cavalry. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec''ry  of  l^fior. 


Endorsement  on  the  preceding  letter  by  the  Secretary 

of  War. 

Note. — If  we  look  at  the  plan  of  campaign  of 
the  23d  of  July,  we  find  that  ii  proposed  an  at- 
tack on  Kingston,  and  even  indicated  the  mode 
of  that  attack.  If  we  examine  General  Wilkin- 
son's letter  of  the  G'.h  of  August,  we  find  that  he 
provisionally  adopted  that  opinion  ;  and  if  we  re- 
fer to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
8ih,  so  far  from  expressing  a  different  opinion, 
we  discover  that  it  instructed  the  General  to 
choose  between  a  direct  and  an  indirect  attack 
on  that  post.  It  was  not,  therefore,  any  difference 
of  opinion  between  the  Secretary  and  the  Gene- 
ral lliat  was  submitted  to  the  council  of  war,  as 
slated  in  the  preceding  letter,  but  the  mere  alter - 
natice  presented  by  the  instructions  of  the  letter; 
the  simple  choice  between  the  two  modes  of  at- 
tack. 


War  Department,  Oct.  20,  1813, 
Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  by 
Major  Lee.  You  appear  to  have  written  it  un- 
der an  impression  that  your  instructions  of  August 
last  made  a  direct  attack  upon  Kingston  unavoid- 
able. A  copy  of  these  instructions  is  before  me, 
and  in  the  last  paragraph  of  iliera  we  find  a  sum- 
mary of  their  substance.  It  is  as  follows  :  -'After 
this  exposition,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that,  in 
conducting  the  present  campaign,  you  will  make 
Kingston  your  principal  object,  and  that  you  will 
choose,  as  circumstances  may  indicate,  between 
a  direct  and  an  indirect  attack  on  that  post." 
Both  modesof  attack  are  slightly  detailed  in  these 
orders,  and  a  preference  given  to  ilie  latter,  but 
without  at  all  infrinsing  your  right  of  choice,  or 
in  any  degree  lessening  your  re>pon-ibility.  Nor 
am  I  now  at  liberty  to  change  the  ground  of  these 
ills  I  ructions,  since  the  only  effect  of  this  would 
be  to  substitute  my  opinion  for  yours.    The  former 
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has  not,  however,  been  withheld;  it  has  been  giren 
freely  and  fully,  and  is  yet  unshaken  by  any  con- 
sideration presented  to  my  mind. 

As  we  are  now  about  to  part,  it  may  be  proper 
that  I  should  subjoin  to  what  I  have  said  in  favor 
of  a  movement  on  Montreal,  a  short  statement  of 
my  objections  to  a  direct  attack  on  Kingston. 

1st.  If  its  garrison  consists  of  four  thousand 
of  the  best  troops  of  the  enemy,  (as  you  suggest) 
your  attack  will  fail. 

2d.  If  your  attack  fails,  your  retreat  is  imprac- 
ticable. 

3d.  Your  descent  must  necessarily  be  made 
above  or  below  the  town,  on  the  water's  edge, 
and  within  a  short  distance  of  your  object.  If 
made  below  the  town,  your  fleet  cannot  cover  it  ;* 
if  made  above  the  town,  it  must  be  done  in  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy,  and  within  stroke  of  his  fleet, 
and  that  he  will  ihink  the  object  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify the  risk  cannot  be  doubted.  Besides,  an  ap- 
proach on  this  side,  however  successful,  leaves  to 
the  enemy  the  means  of  escaping. 

4th.  The  experiment  already  made  of  the  lake 
navigation  is  not  encouraging.  Though  pressed 
by  no  eneray  other  than  the  weather,  the  army 
has  not  been  able  to  reach  Grenadier  island  but 
in  broken  order,  and  with  considerable  loss.  On 
your  plan,  they  have  eighteen  other  miles  to  go 
on  the  open  lake,  and  much  of  this  distance  under 
the  eye  of  the  British  fleet.  Is  it  probable  that 
our  scows  will  be  able  to  navigate  this  remaining 
distance  (at  a  season  and  under  circumstances  so 
unfavorable)  in  better  order,  or  wiih  less  loss? 

These  are  the  be^t  thoughts  I  can  offer,  and  it 
only  remains  to  add  to  them  ray  best  wishes  for 
your  army  and  for  yourself. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Wilkinson. 


Lady  of  the  Lake, 
OffSacketVs  Harbor,  Oct.  24,  1813. 

Sir:  I  was  at  Grenadier  island  the  day  before 
yesterday,  and  found  the  troops  dropping  in  so 
slowly  that  I  determined  to  return,  hunt  them  up, 
and  quicken  their  movement.  My  presence  at 
the  harbor  was  also  necessary  to  have  clothing 
selected  to  cover  numbers  of  our  naked  men. 

I  will  say  nothing  of  the  horrid  condition  in 
which  that  place  was  left.  Colonel  Coles  has 
arrived  with  upwards  of  two  hundred  good  men, 
and  expects  about  eighty  more  to-day.  Randolph 
and  Scott  are  expected  at  Oswego,  nine  hundred 
strong.  I  have  co.nlrived  to  rig  and  send  off  ves- 
sels  to  bring  up  six  hundred  of  them  in  season  for 
my  movement  fVom  Grenadier  island,  which  will 
not  be  delayed  one  instant  unnecessarily.  The 
people  at  Kingston  appear  to  be  much  affrighted, 
firing  their  alarm  guns  on  the  slightest  appear- 
ance. J.  N.  has  returned,  and  if  he  may  Ufe  cred- 
ited. De  Rollenburg  has  not  arrived,  and  all  the 
force  they  can  spare  is  sent  down  the  river  to  take 

•Commodore  Chauncey  declared  he  would  not  take 
the  responsibility  of  covering  the  descent  of  the  army 
if  made  at  McPtierson's  £arm,  Oeiow  the  town. 


possession  of,  and  fortify,  some  critical   passes. 
My  health  continues,  unfortunately,  bad. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  most   respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JA.  WILKINSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Grenadier  Island,  Oct.  28,  1813. 

'I  send   you  this  by  an  extra  Aid-de-Camp. 

Captain  Nourse.  to  relieve  the  anxiety  to  which 
you  must  be  subject,  in  the  impending  eventful 
moment. 

'•The  extent  of  the  injuries  to  our  craft,  the 
clothing  and  arms  of  the  men.  and  to  our  pro- 
visions, on  the  passage  from  Sackell'i  Harbor  to 
this  place,  greatly  exceeded  our  apprehensions, 
and  has  subjected  us  to  the  necessity  of  furnish- 
ing a  supply  of  clothing,  and  of  making  repairs 
and  equipments  to  our  flotilla  generally.  In  fact, 
all  our  hopes  have  been  very  nearly  blasted  ;  but 
thanks  to  the  same  Providence  which  placed  us 
in  jeopardy,  we  are  surmounting  our  difficulties, 
and,  God  willing,  I  shall  pass  Prescott  on  the 
night  of  the  1st  or  2d  proximo,  if  some  unfore- 
seen obstacle  does  not  present  to  forbid  me.  I 
shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  at  Morrisville, 
where  Colonel  Swift  is  to  meet  me,  and  to  guard 
against  chance  shots,  I  wish  wagons  would  be 
held  in  readiness  to  receive  our  powder  and  field 
ammunition,  at  a  suitable  distance  above  Pres- 
cott. 

"I  keep  up  the  delusion  here;  and  the  enemy, 
about  sixteen  hundred  strong,  exclusive  of  five 
hundred  militia,  are  in  daily  expectation  of  a  visit 
at  Kingston,  yet  they  have  taken  post,  I  under- 
stand, at  Cornwall  and  the  Coteau  de  Lac.  No 
matter ;  once  past  Prescott.  and  our  bayonets  and 
.sabres  shall  remove  all  impediments. 

•'The  inexorable  winds  and  rains  continue  to 
oppose  and  embarrass  our  movements;  but  I  am 
seizing  on  every  moment's  interval,  to  slip  into 
the  St.  Lawrence,  corps  and  detachments,  as  they 
can  be  got  ready.  Our  rendezvous  will  be  in  Bush 
creek,  about  twenty  miles  below,  and  nearly  op- 
posite to  Gaunanoqui,  which  position  menaces  a 
descent  on  the  opposite  shore.  I  shall  sail  from 
that  position  at  four  o'clock  of  the  morning,  and 
will  pass  Prescott  about  the  same  time  the  ensu- 
ing morning. 

"We  have  had  such  a  fluctuation  of  sick  and 
well  between  this  place  and  Sackett's  Harbor, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  m  what  force  we  shall 
move  ;  but  I  calculate  on  6,000  combatants,  ex- 
clusive of  Scott  and  Randolph,  neither-of  whom 
will,  I  fear,  be  up  in  season,  notwithstanding  all 
my  arrangements  and  exertions  to  accelerate  their 
march  ;  they  are  both  under  provisional  orders  for 
Ogdensburgh." 


War  Department,  Denmark, 

October  30,  9  o'clock  P.  M. 
Dear  General:  I  this  moment  received  your 
despatch  by  Captain  Nourse.     I  rejoice  that  your 
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daicult.es  are  sofar  surraounied  as  to  enable  you 
trrsay  with  assurance  when  you  will  pass  Fres- 
c£tt  I  should  have  met  you  there  ;  but  bad 
r'ads  worse  weather,  and  a  considerable  degree 
ot  illness,  admonish  me  against  receding  further 
frjra  a  point  where  my  engagements  call  me 
about  the  1st  proximo.  The  resolution  of  tread- 
irtg  back  my  steps  was  taken  at  Antwerp,  and 
c^municated  in  a  letter  from  that  place  by  Maj. 
l^sh.  1  wrote  a  single  line  to  you  to  day.  giving 
ti'tf  fortunate  issue  of  Harrison's  business,  and  his 
a^ivai  at  Fort  George  with  McArthur's  brigade. 
If  Vincent  be  within  the  peninsula,  Harrison  will 
n^it  him  out.  It  remains  with  you  to  sweep  the 
rt^t  of  theline  before  you,  Montreal  taken,  what 
ap  Prescolt  and  Kingston  ?  Give  Hampton  time- 
ly* notice  of  your  approach,  and  of  the  place  and 
hijur  of  junction. 

i        Yours,  sincerely. 

i  JOHN  ARMSTRO.XG. 

'M&}OT  General  Wilkinson. 


and  wait  the  arrival  of  my  command  near  the 
confluence  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Grand  river, 
or  whether  he  sohould  move  down  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  menace  Chanibly  ?  If  he  is  strong 
enough  to  meet  Sir  George,  the  latter  will  be  the 
preferable  plan,  because  it  will  have  the  efifecl  to 
divide  the  enemy's  force;  otherwise  he  should 
adopt  the  first  idea,  hazard  nothing,  and  streogth- 
en  my  hands. 

'•The  enclosed  copy  of  a  memorandum  from 
Colonel  Swift  will  sliow  you  what  he  is  about,  I 
flatter  myself,  to  your  satisfaction.  The  sole  un- 
pleasant circumstance  before  me,  is  our  total  ig- 
norance of  the  preparations  of  Sir  George,  and 
what  we  may  expect  to  meet  on  the  island.  I 
fear  no  consequences;  but  it  must  be  painful  to 
lead  more  than  six  thousand  men  lo  battle  hood- 
I  winked;  and  yet  all  my  efl'oris  to  procure  intel- 
I  ligence  from  Montreal  have  proved  fruitless." 


^ 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 

•  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

■*  Grenadier  Island.  Nov.  1.  1813. 

^**Yc>uwill  perceive  from  the  duplicate  under 
co'ver  (letter  of  the  2Sih  of  October)  what  were 
n^- calculations  four  days  since  ;  but  the  winds 
aild  waves  and  rains  and   snow  still  prevail,  and 
w^  have  made  several  fruitless  attempts  to  turn 
S|ony  Point,  one  ol    them  at   great  peril  to  three 
tifousand  men,  whom    I   seasonably  remanded  to 
tlje  harbor  without  the  loss  of  a  life.     Our  sick. 
One  hundred  and  ninety-six  in  number,  have  not 
fvcd  as  well ;  they  were  embarked  in  stout  com- 
f(irtable  vessels,  and  sailed  the  day  before  yester- 
day morning  for  Sackett's  Harbor,  but  they  were 
driven  on  shore  by  a  storm,  which  continued  with  j 
uuremilting  violence  all   night;  and  as  no  exer-  I 
lion  could  relieve  them.  I  anticipated  the  loss  of 
ibe  whole;  but  the  tempest  having  abated,  and 
th«  wind  shifted   from  southwest  to  northeast, ' 
boats  were  sent  out  yesterday  morning,  and  Dr.  , 
Bull  reports   the  loss  of  three  men  only.     Other 
means  of  transport  will  be  provided  to-morrow. 
a<id   these   unfortunate   men  will    be  sent   to  the 
>i<».pital  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 

•'Brigadier  Brown  with  his  brigade,  the  light 
artillery,  the  riflemen,  the  volunteers,  the  gun- 
boats, Bissell's  regiment,  and  a  part  of  Macomb's. 
artP,  I  expect,  safe  at  French  creek,  with  the  ar- 
tillery and  ordnance  stores.  These  corps  have 
made  the  traverse  of  the  arm  of  the  lake  under 
circumstances  of  great  danger,  though  fortunately 
without  the  loss  of  a  life,  but  at  the  expense  of 
jome  boats. 

•  "  I  shall  wait  one  day  longer,  and  if  the  passage 
«hould  still  continue  impracticable  to  the  troops, 
'i  will  land  them  ori  the  opposite  shore,  march 
^hem  across  the  country  lo  the  St.  Lawrence, 
•jnd  send  the  empty  boats  round  to  a  given  ren- 
dezvous. 

•  ''As  Major  General  Hampton  is  under  your  or- 
-^■ders,  permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  what  is  worthy 
^f  reflection — whether  he  should  take  a  position 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  lo  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson,  dated 

War  Department,  Nov.  1,  1813. 
"  Prevost  will  perhaps  be  found  between  the 
Coteau  de  Lac  and  the  Isle  Perrot.  If  wise,  he 
will  attempt  to  fight  you  before  your  junction 
with  Hampton.  Avoid  this,  and  leave  nothing 
to  chance  that  you  can  settle  on  your  own  terras. 
A  junction  with  Hampton  enables  you  to  give 
the  law." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 

Grenadier  Island. 
Nov.  3.  1813,  7  o'clock  A.  M. 
'•The  troops  and  squadron  are  at  last  io  the 
river,  excepting  Macomb's  regiment,  with  which 
I  shall  join  them  by  10  o'clock,  as  the  weather  is 
propitious.  Extreme  illness,  and  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Randolph  with  two  hundred  and  thirty 
men.  kept  me  here  last  evening.  We  shall  be 
encamped  at  French  creek  to-night;  will  take 
to-morrow  for  final  organization  and  arrange- 
ment, and  the  next  day  pass  or  prepare  to  take 
Prescolt  ;  by  preference  I  shall  not  disturb  the 
place,  because  I  have  not  time  to  spare." 


Albany,  November  12,  1813. 

Dear  General  :  My  accounts  from  and  of  you 
are  of  the  same  date.  Neither  come  down  lower 
than  the  3d  instant.  These  left  you  with  the  re- 
serve at  Grenadier  island. 

General  Hampton  has  made  a  movement  to- 
wards the  St.  Lawrence.  After  feeling  and  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy,  he  retired  again  to  the 
Four  Corners,  until  he  had  notice  of  your  ap- 
proach. I  hastened  to  inform  him  by  express 
(who  would  reach  him  in  forty-eight  hours)  that 
you  were  in  motion  ;  that  on  the  5th  you  would 
pass  or  take  Prescolt,  and  that  on  the  8th  you 
would  be  at  Hamilton,  whence  he  might  expect 
to  hear  from  you  ;  that  he  must  put  himself  again 
in  motion,  and  take  a  position  which  would  ena- 
ble him  to  join  you,  or  which  should  detain  the 
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enemy  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  If  Pre- 
Tost,  on  learning  your  approach,  quits  his  present 
position,  and  re-occupies  the  north  bank  of  the 
St.  Lawrence.  Hampton  goes  on  and  joins  you. 
If  he  remains  on  ihe  south  bank,  he  abandons 
Montreal  and  even  the  road  to  his  capital.  In 
the  fullness  of  my  faith  that  you  are  in  Montreal, 
and  that  you  have  both  seen  and  seized  on  all  the 
advantages  that  the  errors  of  an  enemymay  have 
given  you. 

I  am,  dear  General,  cordiallv  yours. 

J.  A R.M STRONG. 
Major  Greneral  Wilkinson. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

French  Mills,  November  15,  1S13. 
"  It  is  a  fact,  for  which  I  am  authorized  to 
pledge  myself  on  the  most  confidential  author- 
ity, that,  on  the  fourth  of  the  present  month,  the 
British  garrison  of  Montreal  consisted  solely  of 
four  hundred  marines  and  two  hundred  sailors, 
which  had  been  sent  up  from  Quebec.  What  a 
golden,  glorious  opportunity,  has  been  lost  by 
the  caprice  of  Major  General  Hampton." 


HEADaUARTERS,  FrENCH  .MiLLS, 

November  16,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  journal 
which  accompanies  this  letter,  for  the  particulars 
of  the  movement  of  the  corps  under  my  com- 
mand down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  will  endeavor 
to  exert  my  enfeebled  mind  to  detail  to  you  the 
more  striking  and  important  incidents  which 
have  ensued  my  departure  from  Grenadier  island, 
at  the  foot  of  Lake  Ontario,  on  the  3d  instant. 

The  corps  of  the  enemy  from  Kingston,  which 
followed  me,  hung  on  ray  rear ;  and.  in  concert 
with  a  heavy  galley  aud  a  few  gunboats,  seemed 
determined  to  retard  my  progress.  I  was  strong- 
ly templed  to  halt,  turn  about,  and  put  an  end  lo 
his  teasings;  but  alas!  I  was  confined  to  ray 
bed.  Major  General  Lewis  was  too  ill  for  any 
active  exertion;  and,  above  all.  I  did  not  dare 
suff"er  myself  to  be  diverted  a  single  day  from  the 
prosecution  of  the  views  of  the  Government.  I 
had  written  Major  General  Hampton  on  the  Gtli 
instant,  by  his  Adjutant  General,  Colonel  King, 
and  had  ordered  him  to  form  a  junction  with  me 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  1  expected  would 
take  place  on  the  9th  or  lOih.  It  would  have 
been  unpardonable  had  I  lost  sight  of  this  object 
a  moment,  as  I  deemed  it  of  vital  importance  to 
the  issue  of  the  campaign. 

The  enemy  deserve  credit  for  their  zeal  and 
intelligence,  which  the  active  universal  hostility 
of  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  country  enable 
them  to  employ  to  the  greatest  advantage.  Thus, 
while  menaced  by  a  respectable  force  in  rear, 
the  coast  was  lined  by  musketry  in  front  at  every 
critical  pass  of  the  river,  which  obliged  me  to 
march  a  detachment,  and  this  impeded  my  pro- 


gress. 


On   the  evening  of  the  9th   insiant.  the  army 
halted  a  few  miles  from  the  head  of  the  Longue 


Satit.     In  the  morning  of  the  10th.  the  enclosed 
order  was  issued.  General  Brown  marched  agree- 
ably lo  order,  and  about  noon  we  were  apprized, 
by  the  report  of  his  arlillerv,  that  he  was  engaged 
some  distance  below  us.     At  the  same  lime  the 
enemy  were  observed   in  our  rear,  and  their  gal- 
ley  and    gunboats    approached    our   flotilla  and 
opened  a  fire  on  u*;.  which  obliged  me  to  order  a 
batterv  of  eighteen  pounders  to  be  planted,  and  a 
shot  from  it  compelled  the  vessels  of  the  enemy 
to  retire,  together   with   their  troops,  after  some 
firing   between    the    advanced    parties.     But.  by 
this  time,  in    consequence  of  disembarking  and 
re-embarking  the  heavy  guns,  the  day  was  so  far 
spent,   that  our  pilots  did   not   enter    the   Saut, 
(eight   miles  a  continued    rapid.)  and.  therefore, 
we  fell  down  about  two  miles,  and  came  to  for 
the  night.     Early  the  next   morning  everything 
was  in  readiness  for  motion;  but  having  received 
no  intelligence  from  General  Brown,  I  was  still 
delayed,  as  ^ound    caution   prescribed   I  should 
learn  the  result  of  his  aflair  before  I  committed 
the  flotilla  lo  the  Sauf.     At  half  past  ten  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  an  officer  of  dragoons  arrived  with  a  let- 
ter, in  which  the  General  informed  me  he  had 
forced  the  enemy,  and  would  reach  the  foot  of 
the  Saut  early  in  the  day.     Orders  were  imme- 
diately given  for  the  flotilla  to  sail,  at  which  in- 
stant the  enemy's  gunboats  appeared,  and  began 
to  throw  shot  among  us.  Information  was  brought 
me  at  the  same  time,  from  Brigadier  General 
Boyd,  that  the  enemy's  troops  were  advancing  in 
column.     I  immediately  sent    orders  lo  him  to 
attack  them.     This  report  was  soon  contradicted. 
Their  gunboats,  however,  continued  to  watch  us, 
and  a  variety  of  reports  of  their  movements  and 
counter-movements  were  brought  to  me  in  suc- 
cession, which  convinced  me  of  their  determina- 
tion lo  hazard  an  attack  when  it  could  be  done 
to  the  greatest   advantage,  and.  therefore.  I  de- 
termined lo  anticipate  ihem.     Direclions   were 
accordingly   sent    by    that    distinguished    ofllicer, 
Colonel  Swift,  of  the  Engineers,  to  Brigadier  Gren- 
eral Boyd,  to  throw  the  detachment  of  his  com- 
mand, assigned   to  hira  in  the  order  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.  and  composed  of  men  from  his  own, 
Covington's  and  Swartwoul's  brigades,  into  three 
colurans.  to  march    upon   the  enemy,  out  flank 
them,  if  possible,  and  take  their  artillery.     The 
action  soon  after  commenced  with  the  advanced 
body  of  the  enemy,  and  became  exiremely  sharp 
and  galling;  and.    with    occasional   pauses,  was 
sustained  with  great  vivacity,  in  open  space  and 
fair  combat,  for  upwards  of  two  and  a  half  hours, 
the  adverse  lines  alternately  yielding  and  advan- 
cing.    It  is  impossible  to  say  with  accuracy  what 
was  our  number  on  the  field,  because  it  consisted 
of  indefinite  detachments  taken  from  the  boats 
to  render  safer  the  passage  of  the  Saut.     Briga- 
dier Generals  Covington  and  6-rartwout  volun- 
tarily took  part  in  the  action  r     the  head  of  the 
detachments  from  their  respr      re  brigades,  and 
exhibited  the  same  courage  was  displayed  by 

Brigadier  General  Boyd,  who  happened  to  be  the 
senior  officer  on  the  ground.  Our  force  engaged 
might  have  reached  sixteen  or  seventeen  hun- 
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dred  meu.  but  certainly  did  not  exceed  eighteen 
hundri«tl.  That  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  at  ' 
froiQ  twelve  hundred  to  two  ti>ou>and,  but  prob- 
ably.did  not  amount  to  more  than  fifteen  or  six- 
teen hundred,  consisting,  as  I  am  informed,  uf 
deta^hruenti  from  the  49ih,  Slth.  and  104(h  regi- 
nieat5  of  the  hne,  with  three  companies  of  the 
▼oltiijeur  and  Glengary  corps,  and  the  militia  of 
the  country,  who  are  not  included  in  the  esli- 
matr. 

Il  #ould  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  attempt  to 
give  you  a  detailed  account  of  this  affair,  which 
certajflly  reflecls  high  honor  on  the  American 
soldier,  as  no  example  can  be  produced  of  undis- 
ciplifjt-d  men,  wuh  inexperienced  officers,  braving 
a  firu^of  two  hours  and  a  half,  without  quitting 
ihe  ,^ld,  or  yielding  to  their  antagonists.  But, 
sir,  (he  information  I  now  give  you  is  derived 
from  officers  of  my  confidence,  who  took  active 
parts  in  this  conflict  ;  for,  tliough  I  was  enabled 
to  orde^  the  attack,  it  was  my  hard  fortune  not 
to  be  alle  to  lead  the  troops  1  commanded  ;  the 
disea;.e  with  which  I  was  assailed  on  the  2J  of 
Seplrniber,  on  my  journey  to  Fort  George,  hav- 
ing, ;vith  a  few  short  intervals  of  convalescence, 
preyfd  on  me  ever  since  j  and.  at  the  moment  of 
this'ftction,  I  was  confined  to  my  bed,  and  ema- 
ciated almost  to  a  skeleton,  unable  to  set  my 
horM',  or  to  move  ten  paces  without  assistance. 

I  must,  however,  be  pardoned  for  trespassing 
on  yt'ur  time  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
affair.  The  objects  of  the  British  and  American 
comr.ianders  were  precisely  opposed  ;  the  last 
bein>  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  Govern- 
nieiti,  and  the  most  solemn  obligations  of  duty, 
to  pj^fcipitate  his  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence  by 
eveiy  practicable  meSns  ;  because,  this  being  ef- 
fected, one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  opposed  to 
the  American  Army  would  be  surmounted  :  and 
the  first,  by  duties  equally  imperious,  to  retard, 
and, 'if  possible,  prevent  such  descent — he  is  to  be 
accoAjnted  victorious  who  effected  his  purpose. 
The*  British  commander  having  failed  to  gain 
eithf'f  of  his  objects,  can  lay  no  claim  to  the  honor 
of  tl<e  day.  The  battle  fluctuated,  and  triumph 
8eei]i^i>d.  at  different  times,  inclined  to  the  contend- 
ing AOrps.  The  front  of  the  enemy  was  at  first 
for';«>]  back  more  than  a  mile,  and,  though  they 
nev«t;  regained  the  ground  thus  lost,  their  stand 
was^^  permanent,  and  their  charges  resolute. 
Am*)st  these  charges,  and  near  the  close  of  the 
contjfst,  we  lost  a  field  piece  by  the  fall  of  the 
officer,  who  was  serving  it,  with  the  same  cool- 
ness:..as  if  he  had  been  at  a  parade  or  review  ;  this 
•was>L<ieutenarit  Smith  of  the  light  artillery,  who. 
in  pjtnt  of  merit,  stood  at  the  head  of  his  grade. 
T],ie  enemy  having  halted,  and  our  troops  being 
agaip  formed  in  battalia,  front  to  front,  and  the 
firin^l^  ceased  on  both  sides,  we  resumed  our  posi- 
lioir»in  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  infantry 
beiii^  much  faligued.the  whole  were  re  embarked, 
and^^proceeded  down  the  river,  without  further 
annoyance  from  the  enemy  or  thtir  gunboats, 
wh^e  the  dragoons,  with  five  pieces  of  light  ar- 
tilei>y,  marched  down  the  Canada  shore  without 


It  is  due  to  his  rank,  to  his  worth,  and  to  his 
services,  that  I  should  make  particular  mention  of 
Brigadier  General  Covington,  who  received  a 
mortal  wound  directly  through  the  body,  while 
animating  his  men,  and  leading  them  on  to  the 
charge.  He  fell  where  he  fought,  at  the  head  of 
his  men,  and  survived  but  two  days. 

The  next  morning  the  flotilla  passed  through 
the  Saut.  and  joined  that  excellent  officer,  Brig- 
adier General  Brown,  at  Barnliarts,  near  Corn- 
wall, where  he  had  been  instructed  to  take  post 
and  wait  my  arrival  ;  and  where  I  confidently 
expected  to  hear  of  Major  General  Hampton's 
arrival  on  the  opposite  shore.  But,  immediately 
after  I  halted.  Colonel  Atkinson,  the  Inspector 
General  of  the  division  under  Major  General 
Hampton,  waited  on  me  with  a  letter  from  that 
officer,  in  which,  to  my  unspeakable  mortification 
and  surprise,  he  declined  the  junction  ordered, 
and  informed  me  he  was  marching  towards  Lake 
Champlain,  by  way  of  cooperating  in  the  propo- 
sed attack  on  Montreal. 

This  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of  that  to 
,  which  it  is  an  answer,  were  immediately  sub- 
mitted to  a  council  of  war,  composed  of  my  gen- 
eral officers,  and  the  Colonel  commanding  the 
elite,  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, who  unanimously  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
ttiat  "  the  attack  on  Montreal  should  be  abandoned 
for  the  present  season,  and  the  army,  then  near 
Cornwall,  should  be  immediately  crossed  to  the 
I  American  shore  for  taking  up  Winter  quarters, 
and  that  this  place  aflbrded  an  eligible  position 
for  such  quarters." 

I  acquiesced  in  these  opinions,  not  from  the 
shortne-'s  of  the  stock  of  provisions,  (which  had 
been  reduced  by  the  acts  of  God)  because  that  of 
our  meat  had  been  increased  five  days,  and  our 
bread  had  been  reduced  only  two  days,  and  be- 
cause we  could,  in  case  of  extremity,  have  lived 
,  on  the  enemy  ;  but  because  the  loss  of  the  divi- 
sion under  Major  General  Hampton  weakened 
'  my  force  too  sensibly  to  justify  the  attempt.  In 
all  my  measures  aad  movements  of  moment,  I 
have  taken  the  opinions  of  my  general  officers, 
which  have  been  in  accord  with  my  own. 

I  remained  on  the  Canada  shore  until  the  next 
day.  without  seeing  or  hearing  from  the  '•  power- 
'  fu!  force"  of  the  enemy  in  our  neighborhood,  and 
the  same  day  reached  this  position  with  the  ar- 
tillery and  infantry.  The  dragoons  have  been 
ordered  to  Uiica,  and  its  vicinity,  and  I  expect  are 
fifty  or  sixty  miles  on  the  march. 

You  have,  under  cover,  a  summary  abstract  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  in  theaflair  of  the  11th  in- 
stant, which  shall  soon  be  followed  by  a  particular 
return,  in  which  a  just  regard  will  be  paid  to  in- 
1  dividual  merits.  The  dead  rest  in  honor,  and  the 
wounded  bled  for  their  country  and  deserve  its 
gratitude. 

With  perfect  respect.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

The  Hod,  J.  Armstrong, 

Secretary  oj  War. 
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Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded  of  a  Detachment 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates,  descending  the 
St.  Lawrence,  under  the  command  of  Major  General 
James  Wilkinson,  in  an  action  fought  at  Williams- 
burgh,  In  Upper  Canada,  on  the  lllh  of  November, 
1813. 

Killed. —  Subalterns  3,  .sergeants  7,  corporals  3, 
mu^^ician  1.  privates  88. — Total  102. 

IVounded. — Brigadier  general  1.  assistant  ad- 
jutant general  1,  aid-de-camp  1,  colonel  1,  major 
1.  captains  .'>,  subalterns  6.  sergeants  9.  corporals 
13,  musician  1,  privates  108.— Total  237. 


Nameu   of    the    Commissioned    Officers    killed    and 
wounded.  / 

Killed. — Lieutenant  William  W.  SraitW,  of  the 
light  artillery;  Lieutenant  David  Hunte/ of  the 
12th  regiment  infantry;  Lieutenant  Edward  01m- 
stead,  of  the  16ih  regiment  infantry. 

WoUJided. — Brigadier   General  Leonard  Cov- 
ington,   mortally,    (since   dead  ;)  Major    Talbot 
Chambers,  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  slightly; 
Major  Darby    Noon,  Aid-de-camp  to  Brigadier 
General   Swartwout.  slighly  ;  Colonel  James  P. 
Preston,  of  the  23d  regiment  infantry,  severely, 
his  right  thigh  fractured;  Major  William  Cum- 
mings,   of  the  8th   regiment    infantry,  severely; 
Captain  Edmund  Foster,  of  the  9th  regiment  in- 
fantry, slightly  ;  Captain  David  S.  Townsend,  of 
the  9th  regiment  infantry,  severely — taken  pris- 
oner ;  Captain  Mordecai  .Myers,  of  the  13th  regi- 
ment infantry,  severely  ;  Captain  John  Campbell, 
of  the  13th  regiment  infantry,  slightly  ;  Captain 
John  B.  Murdoch,  of  the  25th  regiment  infantry  ; 
Lieutenant  William  S.  Heaton,  of  the  11th  regi- 
ment infantry,  severely  ;  Lieutenant  John   Wil- 
liams, of  the   13th  regiment  infantry,  slightly; 
Lieutenant  John  Lynch,  of  the  14th  regiment  in- 
fantry,    severely — taken     prisoner;    Lieutenant 
Peter  Pelham.  of  the  2lst  regiment  infantry,  se- 
verely— taken    prisoner;     Lieutenant    James  D. 
Brown,  of  the  25th   regiment  infantry,  slightly  ; 
Lieutenant  Archibald  C.  Crary,  of  the  25th  regi- 
ment infantry,  severely,  in  the  skirmish  the  day 
before  the  action. 

Adjitant  General's  Office, 

French  Mills,  November,  1813. 

J.  B.  WALBACH, 
Adjutant  General. 

N.  B. — Colonel  Preston  commanded  the  13th 
regimentof  infantryduring  theaction  ;  and  Major 
Cummings  did  duty  with  the  16lh  regiment  of 
infantry  in  the  action. 


Journal  rtferrtd  to  in  the  foregoing  letter  of  Major 
General  Wilkinson. 


October  2l8t.   Boisterous  weather 


left  Sack- 
Grenadier 


eti's    Harbor;    at   night   arrived    ofl 
island. 

October  22d.  Called  for  a  return  of  the  troops 
on  the  island  ;  found  a  large  body  to  be  still  in 
the  rear,  wrecked  or  stranded  ;  returned  in  quest 
of  them,  and  to  order  from  the  harbor  a  supply 
of  Winter  clothing  and  shoes  for  the  troops  on 


the  island,  who  were  nearly  destitute  ;  observed 
at  night,  on  our  way  up.  many  fires  on  different 
points  of  the  coast  ;  wind  so  high  could  not  call 
at  them  ;  reached  the  harbor  at  midnight. 

October  23d.  Orders  given  for  the  shipment  of 
the  clothing  ;  many  stragglers  picked  up  and 
embarked  lor  Grenadier  island;  Colonel  Coles 
arrived  with  two  hundred  men  of  the  12ih  regi-  ^ 
ment.  and  sailed  for  the  same  place  ;  the  Growler 
equipped,  manned,  furnished  with  a  skipper,  and 
sent  to  Oswego  for  Colonels  Randolph  and  Scott 
(who  were  expected  at  that  place)  and  as  many 
men  as  she  could  carry.  We  sailed  for  Grenadier 
island;  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  at  night  on 
ihe  island  ;  weather  blustering,  with  frequent 
rain.  All  this  time  the  General's  illness  contin- 
ued without  abatement. 

October  2ith.     Hard  rains  with  heavy  gales. 
Still  at  anchor  off  the  island. 

October  25th.     The  General  landed,  and  meas- 
ures were  immediately  taken  to  seize  every  pause 
of  the  prevailing  storms  to  slip  the  flotilla  into 
the    St.    Lawrence    by   small   detachments.     In 
these  deceitful  momentary  calms  we  found  it  im- 
possible to  traverse  in  safety  the  arm  of  the  lake 
to  Gravelly  point,  though  distant  only  nine  miles. 
In  the  several  attempts  made,  many  boats  were 
driven  ashore,  and  much  provision  and  clothing 
lost.     French    creek,    nearly   opposite   the   point 
where   the  enemy  expected   we  should   land  to 
attack  Kingston,  was  made  the  general  rendez- 
vous of  the  troops,  and  Brigadier  General  Brown 
I  ordered  on  to  take  the  chief  command.     The  ex- 
pedition  of  the  Growler  was  so  far  successful, 
;  that,  on  the  31st.  Colonel  Randolph,  after  a  peril- 
;  ous  voyage,  reached  Grenadier  island  with  two 
I  hundred  and  thirty  men   of  the  20th  regiment. 
;  On  the  2d  November,  Commodore  Chauncey,  by 
!  concert,   entered   the    St.    Lawrence,   fell    down 
I  nearly  to  French  creek,  and  took  a   position  to 
I  command  tlie  north  and  south  channels.     In  the 
I  evening  of  the  1st  November  our  vigilant  enemf 
(  having  observed,  even  amid  the  storms,  our  move- 
ment and  position  at  French  creek,  attacked  the 
detachment  at  that  place,  under  General  Brown, 
about  sunset,  with  a  squadron  of  two  brigs  and 
two  schooners,  with  many  boats  loaded  with  in- 
fantry for  landing,  should  their  cannonade  make 
a  sufficient  impres>ion.     Very  soon  Captain  Mc- 
Pherson,  of  the  light  artillery,  erected  a  battery 
of  three  eighteen   pounders,  and  returned  their 
fire  with  such  spirit  and  effect  that  they  fell  down 
to  a  harbor  below,  beyond  lis  range.     Next  morn- 
ing the  attack  was  renewed  and  repelled,  and  one 
of  the  brigs  was,  with  great  difficulty,  towed  off 
by  the  squadron,  which  put  into  Kingston  chan- 
nel, behind  Grand  island.     We  lost  two  killed 
and  four  wounded.     The  enemy  were  supposed 
to  have  suffered  severely  from  the  evident  disa- 
bled state  of  their  brig,  and  the  deliberate  and 
well  directed  fire  of  the  gallant  Captain  Mc- 
Pherson. 

November  3d.  The  rear  of  the  army,  with  the 
General  more  and  more  sick,  sailed  for  the  gen- 
eral rendezvous,  where  the  chief  part  arrived  in 
the  evening.     The  General  was  carried  on  shore, 
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and  W)Jged  ia  a  teDt.  his  malady  increasing  in 
violejice. 

Sdcember  Ath.  This  day  was  devoted  lo  final 
arrar^enaents  for  ilie  sailing  of  the  flotilla.  Wea- 
ther |(ioderatin;;. 

Mi^tmber  5th.  Charming  day.  The  flotilla 
got  i^der  way.  and,  without  accident,  fell  down 
and  IjfiQded  early  in  the  night  below  Morrisville. 
ThefJeneral,  suspecting  he  would  be  followed  by 
the  Snemy,  as  in  the  morning  his  course  had 
been  discovered  by  three  of  their  look-out  gun- 
boat^i  and  a  gig.  and  knowing  that  two  of  their 
armed  schooners  could  jeopard  his  movement, 
gave  orders  for  the  flotilla  to  pass  Prescott,  then 
seveii  miles  below  him,  io  the  course  of  the  mghl. 
But  ?ome  confusion  occurred,  arising  from  the 
novelty  of  the  movement,  and  the  order  was 
countermanded. 

\(ivember  (jlh.  This  morning  the  health  of 
the  (general  appeared  better;  he  ordered  the  flo- 
tilla jo  descend  to  a  point  within  three  miles  of 
Pre><ott ;  and  the  day  being  fine,  got  into  his  gig. 
and  jiroceeded  to  reconnoitre  the  place.  In  the 
meat}  time,  the  powder  and  fixed  ammunition  were 
debarked  and  placed  in  carts,  to  be  transported 
by  lijDd,  under  cover  of  the  night,  beyond  the 
enenny's  batteries.  As  soon  as  the  General  re- 
turned, orders  were  issued  for  the  debarcation  of 
every  man  (except  so  many  as  were  necessary  to 
nav^ate  the  boats)  who  were  directed  to  march, 
undistr  cover  of  the  night,  to  save  useless  exposure 
to  l\ce  enemy's  cannon,  to  a  bay  two  miles  below 
Presi'ott;  and  arrangements  were  made,  at  the 
samf  time,  for  the  passage  of  the  flotilla  by  that 
plar^,  the  superintendency  of  which  devolved  on 
Brigidier  General  Brown,  the  general  officer  of 
the  tjay.  About  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  had  so 
hea\y  a  fog.  that  it  was  believed  we  could  pass 
the  f^ritish  fortress  unobserved,  and  orders  were 
accort^ingly  given  for  the  army  to  march  and  the 
flotilja  to  get  under  way.  The  General,  in  iiis 
gigjfproceeded  ahead,  followed  by  his  passage- 
boat^and  family;  but  a  sudden  change  of  the 
atm(fcphere  exposed  his  passage-boat  to  the  garri- 
son Vrf  the  enemy,  and  near  fifty  twenty-four 
poutSl  shot  were  fired  at  her  without  eflect,  while 
the  i^jlumn  on  land,  discovered  by  the  gleam  of 
theiif  arms,  were  assailed  with  shot  and  shells, 
withrut  injury.  General  Brown,  on  hearing  the 
firin|,  judiciously  halted  the  flotilla  until  the  moon 
had  let,  when  it  got  in  motion,  but  was  perceived 
by  tl|;  enemy,  who  opened  upon  it.  and  continued 
theiqjore,  from  front  to  rear,  for  the  space  of  three 
hour  ;  and  yet,  out  of  more  than  three  hundred 
boats,  not  one  was  touched,  and  only  one  man 
was  billed,  and  two  were  wounded  ;  and  before 
ten  ijfXt  morning  the  whole  of  the  flotilla  (except 
two  .vessels)  reached  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
Abotfi  noon,  this  day.  Colonel  King,  Adjutant 
General  of  the  army  of  General  Hampton,  ar- 
rived, and  waited  on  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
whom  he  informed  that  he  had  been  to  Sackett's 
Harljur  with  a  despatch  from  General  Hampton 
to  thy  Secretary  of  War ;  that  he  had  no  com- 
raunjeation,  written  or  verbal,  from  Major  Gen- 
eral Hampton  to  him  (the  Commander-in-Chief) 


but  that,  not  finding  the  Secretary  cf  War  at 

Sackett's  Harbor,  he  had  thought  proper,  on  his 
return,  to  call  for  any  communication  he  (Gen- 
eral Wilkinson)  might  have  lo  make  to  General 
Hampton.  The  General  had  intended,  in  the 
course  of  this  day.  to  send  an  express  to  General 
Hampton,  with  an  order  to  him  to  form  a  junc- 
tion of  his  division  with  the  corps  descending 
the  St,  Lawrence,  and  availed  himself  of  the 
opportunity  presented  by  Colonel  King,  to  send 
the  order, 

Xovember'^th.  The  General  having  been  ex- 
posed to  the  open  air  all  last  night,  in  consequence 
found  himself  ill.  In  passing  Prescott,  two  of 
our  largest  vessels,  loaded  with  provisions,  artil- 
lery, and  ordnance  stores,  either  through  cow- 
ardice or  treachery,  had  been  run  into  the  river 
near  Ogdensburg.  and  opposite  Prescott.  The 
enemy  kept  up  so  constant  a  cannonade  on  them, 
that  we  found  it  difficult,  and  lost  half  a  day,  to 
get  them  out.  We  perceived  the  militia  in  arms 
at  Johnson,  directly  opposite  us,  and  several 
pieces  of  field  artillery  in  motion.  Understand- 
ing that  the  coast  below  was  lined  with  posts  of 
musketry  and  artillery  at  every  narrow  pass  of 
the  river.  Colonel  Macomb  was  detached,  about 
one  o'clock,  with  the  elite  corps,  of  about  one 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  to  remove  these  ob- 
structions, and  the  General  got  under  way  about 
half-past  three  o'clock.  Four  or  five  miles  below 
we  entered  the  first  rapids  of  the  river,  and,  soon 
after  passing  them,  two  pieces  of  light  artillery, 
which  had  not  been  observed  by  Col.  Macomb, 
opened  a  sharp  fire  upon  the  General's  passage- 
boat,  but  without  any  further  efl"ect  than  cutting 
away  some  of  the  rigging.  Lieut.  Col.  Eustis, 
with  a  part  of  our  light  gun  barges,  came  within 
shot  of  the  pieces  of  the  enemy,  and  a  cannonade 
ensued,  without  injury  on  either  side.  In  the 
mean  time  Major  Forsyth,  who  was  in  the  rear  of 
the  elite  of  Colonel  Macomb,  landed  his  riflemen, 
adv.inced  upon  the  enemy's  guns,  and  had  his  fire 
drawn  by  a  couple  of  videttes,  posted  in  his  route, 
on  which  their  pieces  were  precipitately  carried 
olT  The  General  came  to  at  dusk,  about  six 
miles  below  the  town  of  Hamilton,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  report  from  Colonel  .Macomb,  who  had 
routed  r:  party  at  a  block-house,  about  two  miles 
below,  and  captured  an  officer. 

\ovember  8th.  This  morning  the  flotilla  fell 
down  to  a  contraction  of  the  river,  at  a  point 
called  the  '"White  House,"  where  the  dragoons 
were  assembled  to  be  crossed.  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Brown  was  ordered  this  morning  to  reinforce 
Colonel  Macomb  with  his  brigade,  and  to  take 
the  command  ;  and  the  whole  day  and  foUowin*' 
night  were  devoted  to  transporting  the  dragoons. 
About  noon  this  day  we  received  advice  that  two 
armed  schooners,  and  a  body  of  the  enemy  in 
batteaux,  estimated  at  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  had  descended  the  river  from  King- 
ston, and  landed  at  Prescott;  that  they  had 
immediately  sent  a  flag  across  the  river  lo  Og- 
densburg. and  demanded  the  delivery  of  all  pub- 
lic property  there,  under  penalty  of  burning  the 
town.    Not  long  after,  information  was  received 
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that  the  enemy  had  re-embarked  at  Prescott  in 
thsir  batteaux,  and  were  following  us  with  seven 
gunboats. 

November  9th.   This  morning,  very  early,  the 
enemy  menaced  our  rear,  and  a  slight  skirmish 
took  place  between  our  riflemen  and  a  party  of 
their  militia  and  Indians,  in  which  we  had  one 
man   killed,  and   the  enemy   were  driven    back. 
The  cavalry,  with  four  pieces  of  light  artillery, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  McPhersin,  were 
attached  to   ihe  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Brown,  and  he  was  ordered  to  march  to  clear 
the  coast  below  us  as  far  as  a  point  near  the  head 
of  the  Longue  Saut.     The  rapidity  of  the  current 
obliged   us  to   halt  the  flotilla  several    hours,  to 
enable  General  Brown  to  make  good  his  march 
in  time  to  cover  our  movement.     During   this 
period  the  enemy  frequently  threatened  our  rear, 
but  never  indicated  an  intention  to  make  a  seri- 
ous attack.     About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  flo- 
tilla got   under   way,  and    came    to.   about   five 
o'clock,  at   the    Yellow   House,   having   floated 
nearly  eleven  miles  in  two  hours,  where  we  en- 
camped for  the  night. 

November  lOth.    This  morning  the  following 
order  was  issued  : 


'^Morning  General  Orders. 

'•HEADai:AHTEH8,  Tittle's  Bay, 

November  10,  1813. 
"General  Brown  will  prosecute  his  march  with 
the  troops  yesterday  under  his  command,  except- 
ing two  pieces  of  artillery  and  the   second  dra- 
goons, who,  with  all  the  well   men  of  the  other 
brigades,  except  a  sufficient  number  to  navigate 
the  boats,  are  to  march  under  the  orders  of  Briga- 
dier General  Boyd.     This  precaution  is  enjoined 
by  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  men  in  passing  the 
Longue  Saut;  and  as  this  rapid  is  long  and  dan- 
gerous, the  General  earnestly  requests  the  com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  and  corps  to  exam- 
ine the   boats,  and  see  them   properly  fitted,  in 
order   to  avoid  accidents   as   much   as   possible. 
Brigadier  General  Boyd  will  take  the  necessary 
precaution  to  prevent  the  enemy,  who  hangs  on 
our  rear,  tVom  making  an  advantageous  attack, 
and,  if  attacked,  is  to  turn  about  and  beat  them. 
The  boats  are   to   resume   the  station   assigned 
them  in  the  original  order  respecting  the  flotilla. 
and  for  this  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments 
and  brigades  will  be  held  responsible.     The  move- 
ment of  yesterday  was  a  reproach  to  the  service. 
The  flotilla  will  come  to  to-day  at  Barnhart's,  near 
Crab  Island,  and  two  guns  from  the  front  will  be 
the  signal  for  landing.     In  case  of  an  attack  in 
force    beyond   all   expectation,   the   corps   under 
Brigadier  Generals  Boyd  and  Brown  are  to  co- 
operate with  each  other,  promptly  and  with  de- 
cision.    The  General  oflicer  of  the  day  will  strict- 
ly attend  and   see  that  the  flotilla  puts  off  and 
moves  in  the  prescribed  order,  and  will  arrest  any 
officer  who  presumes  to  deviate  therefrom." 

Brigadier  General  Brown  marched,  and  about 
noon  was  engaged  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  near 
a  block-house  on  the  Saut,  erected  to  harass  our 
flotilla  in  its  descent.    About  the  same  lime  the 


enemy  were  observed   to  be  advancing  on   our 
rear,  and  their  galley  and  gunbo<»ts  hove  in  sight, 
approached  our  flotilla,  then  at  shore,  and  began 
to  cannonade   it.     The  slender  structure  of  our 
gun  barges  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  resist 
the   long  twenty-four    pounder   of  the   fneray's 
galley;   this   obliged   the   General   to  order  two 
eighteen  pounders  to  be  run  on  shore  and  formed 
in  battery,  a  single  shot  from  which  gave  such  an 
alarm  to  the  enemy's  vessels,  that  they  retired  up 
the  river,  accompanied  by  their  troops.     But  the.'^.e 
flight  operations  so  far  wasied  the  day.  that  our 
pilots  were  afraid  to  enter  the  Saut  (a  continued 
rapid  of  eight  miles)  with  the  flotilla;  we,  there- 
fore, fell  down  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the 
head  of  it,  and  came  to  for  the  night.     By  this 
time  the  General  had  become  so  extremely  ill  as 
to  be  unable  to  sit   up,  and  was  confined  to  his 
bed  in   a  small   berth  under  the  quarter  deck  of 
his  passage  boat. 

November  lUh.     Having  heard  the  firing  of 
the  cannon  yesterday  between  General  Brown 
and  the  enemy,  being  still  unapprized  of  the  re- 
sult, it  became  necessary   that  we  should  hear 
from  him  before  we  committed  ourselves  to  the 
Saut,  which  allows  no  retreat,  no  turning  to  the 
right  or  left,  but  where  the   impetuosity  of  the 
current  impels.     About  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  A. 
M.,    the    Commander-in-Chief    received    advice 
from  General   Brown  that  he  had  forced  the  en- 
emy to  retire  before  him,  and  had  arrived  near 
the  fool  of  the  Saut.     Orders  were  immediately 
given  for  the  flotilla  to  prepare  to  sail,  and  for 
General  Boyd  and  his  command  to  commence 
their  march,  when  some  firing  took  place  from 
the  gunboats,  and  a  report  was   brought  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  that    the  enemy   was  ad- 
vancing in  column;  on  this  he  ordered  General 
Boyd  to  attack  them,  and  the  flotilla  was  directed 
not  to  leave  the  shore.     But  the  report  was  soon 
after  contradicted.     A  variety  of  reports  respect- 
ing  their   movements   and   counter   movements 
were,  after  this,  successively  brought  to  the  Gen- 
eral, which  impressed  him  with  the  conviction 
that  the  enemy  had  determined  to  attack  his  rear, 
as  soon  as  the  flotilla  should  put  off  and  the  troops 
commence  their  march.     He  resolved  to  antici- 
pate them;  he,  therefore,  sent  Colonel  Swift,  of 
the  engineers,  with  instructions  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Boyd,  who  had  been  directed  by  the  order  of 
the  preceding  day  to  take  command  of  the  de- 
tachment on  shore,  to  form  that  detachment  into 
three  columns,  to  advance  upon  the  enemy,  to 
endeavor  lo  outflank  them,  and  to  take  their  artil- 
lery.    Soon  after  this  the  action  commenced,  and 
for  the  numbers  engaged  was  extremely  warm  and 
bloody  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  during  which 
time,  in  open  space  and  fair  combat,  the  raw  un- 
disciplined troops  of  the  United  States   braved, 
and  frequently  drove,  the  best  troops  of  the  Brit- 
ish army.     Descriptions  of  battles  have  become 
too  subservient  to  the  gratification  of  personal 
vanity,  and  the  acquisition  of  popular  applause  ; 
yet  every  man  who  has  taken  part  in  a  great  action 
must  know  that  there  is  nothing  more  difficult 
than  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  a  battle  in  all 
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its  ftarts.  where  it  is  hard  to  find  two  officers,  un- 
lessjfighting  side  by  side,  who  agree  i|i  opinion 
as  ti>  the  propriety  of  measures  and  the  conduct 
of  ruen.  The  fortunes  of  this  day  were  various; 
somj^tinies  one  line,  sometimes  the  other,  giving 
wavr.  Unfortunately.during  t he shi flings  of  the  ac- 
tioniby  the  death  of  Lieut.  Smith,  a  young  officer 
of  t|e  highest  promise,  the  enemy  got  possession 
of  ar  field  jiiece,  the  only  trophy  they  obtained. 
It  isidifficult  to  speak  of  the  precise  numbers  en- 
gag"^  on  either  side,  because  the  detachment 
undifr  General  Bovd  consisted  of  an  indefinite 
nurrtber  of  his  own.Xovington's,  and  Swartwoul's 
brigades,  ordered  from  on  board  the  boats  to 
lighcen  them,  and  save  the  hazard  of  the  men's 
lives  in  descending  the  Saut.  Neither  Coviug- 
ton  nor  Swartwout  were  obliged  to  take  part  in 
the  jiction  with  this  detachment;  yet  they  both 
entered  the  field,  taking  command  of  that  part  of 
it  v^hich  belonged  to  their  respective  brigades, 
wht^e  they  exhibited  the  same  courageous  con- 
duce which  distinguished  General  Boyd  on  the 
fieUf;  and,  to  the  great  less  of  the  service,  Briga- 
dier General  Covington  received  a  mortal  wound 
whvn  encouraging  and  leading  on  his  delach- 
meijt.  The  numbers  engaged  on  our  side  could 
not"]iave  exceeded  sixteen  or  seventeea  hundred 
me&,  while  those  of  the  enemy  are  reckoned,  by 
.spevtators.  at  from  one  to  two  thousand  ;  but  it 
is  probable  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred,  con- 
sisting, as  we  are  informed,  of  detachments  of  the 
49tf.,  84th,  and  104lh,  the  voltiguers,  and  Glen- 
gark-in  regiment. 

^V'ith  respect  to  the  courage  displayed  by  our 
officers,  it  would  be  useless  to  enter  into  details, 
sin(je  they  all  manifested  ia  their  respective  sta- 
tioip  equal  intrepidity.  The  names  of  the  mer- 
itorious dead  and  wounded  will  be  recorded  in 
anciiher  place.  The  firing  ceased,  by  common 
cont'ient.  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.;  our  troops 
wefe  formed  in  battalia  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
wh^  uere  also  in  line,  and  they  separated,  the 
ent^ny  to  their  camp,  and  we  to  our  boats.  The 
trO'ljps  beitJg  much  exhausted,  it  was  considered 
mo't  convenient  that  they  should  embark,  and 
that  the  dragoons,  with  the  artillery,  should  pro- 
ceefi  by  land.  The  emb.ircation  took  place  wiih- 
outJ  the  smallest  molestation  from  the  enemy, 
anif  the  flotilla  made  a  harbor  near  the  head  of 
thefSaut,  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  views  of 
thejAraerican  and  British  commanders  were,  on 
thifoccasion.  precisely  opposed.  The  first  being 
boijid  by  the  instructions  of  his  Government,  and 
the^fmost  solemn  obligations  of  duty,  to  precipi- 
tate? his  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence  by  every 
practicable  means,  and  the  last  by  duties  equally 
imperious  to  retard,  and.  if  possible,  to  prevent 
sucii  descent.  If,  then,  he  found  himself  victo- 
rious on  this  day,  it  was  certainly  in  his  power 
to  have  effected  the  one  or  the  other  object ;  and 
as  [le  made  no  attempt  to  effect  either,  it  follows, 
inciinlestably,  that  he  had  no  fair  ground  on 
wlijch  to  claim  a  victory. 

Notember  \2th.  The  flotilla  sailed  early  this 
meaning,  and  passed  down  the  Saut  without  dis- 
coi'eriDg  either  the  boats  or  troops  of  the  en- 


emy, and   arrived,  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon, 
I  at  Barnhart's,  where   the  commanding  General 
I  received  a  letter  from   Major  General  Hampton, 
'  by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Atkinson,  his  Inspector 
General,  which  blasted  all  his  hopes,  and  destroy- 
ed every  prospect  of  the  campaign.     A  council 
]  of  war  was  called  upon  the  receipt  of  this  commu- 
nication, which  was  submitted  to  their  considera- 
tion, whereupon  the  council  determined  that  the 
conduct  of  Major  General  Hampton,  in  refusing 
to  join  his  division  to  the  troops  descending  the 
St.   Lawrence  to  carry  an  attack  against  Mon- 
treal, rendered  it  expedient  to  leave  the  left  bank 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  remove  the  troops  to 
French  Mills,   on    Salmon   river;  and    the   thir- 
teenth of  November  this  recommendation   was 
accordingly  carried  into  effect,  ample  time  hav- 
ing been  given  to  the  enemy  to  have  tried  a  sec- 
ond action,  if  they  had  dared  to  run  the  hazard. 


Extract  of  a  lettter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

French  Mills,  Nov.  17,  1812. 

"  After  what  has  passed  between  us,  you  can 
perhaps  conceive  my  amazement  and  chagrin  at 
the  conduct  of  Major  General  Hampton.  The 
game  was  in  view,  and,  had  he  performed  the 
junction  directed,  would  have  been  ours  in  eight 
or  ten  days.  But  he  chose  to  recede,  in  order  to 
co-operate,  and  my  dawning  hopes,  and  the  hopes 
and  honor  of  the  army,  were  blasted." 


Extract  from  the  General  Order  of  General  Wilkinson, 
of  November  13. 

"The  troops  are  to  embark  without  loss  of 
time,  yet  are  not  to  be  hurried  in  leaving  the  Ca- 
nadian shore,  from  whence  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  is  compelled  to  retire  by  the  extraordinary, 
unexampled,  and,  it  appears,  unwarrantable  con- 
duct of  Major  General  Hampton,  in  refusing  to 
join  this  army  with  a  division  of  four  thousand 
men,  under  his  command,  agreeably  to  positive 
orders  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  and,  as  he 
has  been  assured  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
explicit  instructions  from  the  War  Department. 

'•Thus  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  his  pro- 
mised force,  the  Commander-in-Chief  feels  him- 
self bound,  by  a  sense  of  regard  to  this  merito- 
rious corps,  and  of  sacred  duty  to  the  United 
States,  to  spare  the  lives  of  brave  men,  and  not 
to  hazard  the  character  or  interest  of  the  nation 
by  an  unequal  conflict.  He,  with  lively  regret, 
and  the  deepest  mortification,  suspends  the  at- 
tack on  Montreal;  but  be  assures  the  ariuy  that 
it  is  not  abandoned." 


Colonel  Purdy't*  report  to  Major  General  Wilkinson, 
of  the  action  at  Chateaugaj,  Slc,  transmitted  by 
the  General  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  arrived  at  Cumberland  Head  September  16th, 
1813,  and  on  the  18ih  took  command  of  the  4th 
regiment  of  infantry,  stationed  at  that  place. 
The  army,  consisting  of  about  four  thousand 
men,  was  composed  principally  of  recruits  who 
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had  been  but  a  short  time  in  service,  and  had  not  : 
been  exercised  with  that  rigid  discipline  so  essen- 
tially necessary  to  constitute  the  soldier.     They 
had.  indeed,  been  taught  various  evolutions,  but 
a    spirit  of  subordination    was    foreign    to   their 
views.     On   the  19ih,  orders  were  issued   for  the 
whole  army,  except  a  squadron  of  horse  and  the 
artillery,  to  embark  in  batteaux.     The  army  got 
under  way,    preceded    by    the    light    corps,  and 
flanked  on  the  rigiit   by  the  navy,  and  arrived  at  i 
Chazy  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  lay  on  their  arms,  \ 
embarked  again  soon  after  sunrise  the  next  morn- 
ing,  proceeded   down   the  lake  as  far  as  Cham- 
plain,   and   up  Champlain    river   the   distance  of 
four  miles,  where  we  landed,  and  immediately 
marched  to  Odietown.     The  light  corps,  which 
preceded   the  other  troops  some  hours,  surprised 
and  defeated  a  guard  of  the  enemy  at  that  place. 
We  remained  at  Odietown  until    the  middle  of 
the  next  day,  during  which  lime  a  want  of  sys- 
tem in  the  management  of  the  army  was  readily 
discovered  by  every  military  man,  that  led  to  ap- 
prehensions for  the  safety  of  the  troops,  should 
the  enemy  oppose  with  any   considerable  force. 
The  army  returned   to  Champlain   the  21st,  to 
Chazy  the  22d,and  the  day  following  commenced 
the  route   to  Chateaugay.      The  whole   of  this 
march,  a  distance  of  more  than  seventy  miles, 
was  very  disagreeable;  the  officers  were  not  per- 
mitted to  take  with  them  the  necessaries,  much 
less  the  conveniences  of  life,  and  were  compelled 
to  abandon  clothing  and  other  things  essentially 
necessary  to  preserve  the  body  in  health.     We 
forebore  complaint,  endured  every  privation,  pre- 
suming   the  commanding  officer    had    sufficient 
reasons  for  his  conduct,  and  concluding   it  was 
pro   bono  publico.     The  scene   has    passed,   and 
time    sufficient    has  elapsed   to   have  discovered 
those  reasons,  had  they  txisted;  none  have  been 
found;  on  the  contrary,  circumsiances  have  de- 
monstrated that  it  was  a  useless  and  unnecessary 
sacrifice  of  both    public   and    private    property. 
The  army  remained   at  Chateaugay  twenty-six 
days,  and  on  the  21>t  October  commenced  an  ex- 
cursion into  the  enemy's  country.     The  first  brig- 
ade followed  the  course  of  the  Chateaugay  river 
to   Spear's,   the   distance  of  eighteen    miles  and 
upward,  and  there  met  the  second  brigade,  which 
had  taken  a  nearer  and  more  convenient  route. 
The  march  was  very  fatiguing,  equalled  only  by 
another  that  soon  followed.     Credit  is  due  to  both 
the  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  orderly  conduct, 
patience,  and  perseverance,  m  surmounting  the 
incredible  obstacles    the   enemy  threw   in    their 
way.     On  the  25lh,  a  difficult  and  very  fatiguing 
expedition  was  planned,  and   the  execution  of  it 
assigned  to  the  first  brigade,  which  had  been  for 
some  lime  previous,  and  still  remained,  under  my 
command.     The  design  was  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  a    body   of  the   enemy,  supposed    to   be   en- 
camped   on    the    banks  of  the   Chateaugay.   six 
miles  distant.     With  this  intention  the  first  brig- 
ade was  ordered  to  cross  the  river  at  night,  march 
silently  down,  and   recross  at  a  ford   two   miles 
below  the  enemy,  and  attack  them  in  rear,  giving 
a  preconcerted  signal,  while  the  second  brigade 


moved  down  the  road  in  front.     We  commenced 
the  march  at  sundown,  and  by  sunrise  the  next 
morning   had   gained   only  six  miles.     Here  we 
were  discovered  by  the  enemy,  and  fired  on  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.     Durijig  that  night 
we  were  repeatedly   misled   by   the  guides,  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  country,  having  never  been 
that  way.  anJ  at  (he  time  we  were  attacked,  they 
had  led  us  into  a  thick  cedar  growth  or  swamp 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  immediately  op- 
posite the  enemy's  position,  and  knew  not  how 
to   extricate   us.     Incredible  as   it    may  appear. 
General    Hampton   intrusted    nearly  one-half  of 
his  army,  and   those  his  best  troops,  to  the  gui- 
dance of  men.  each  of  whom   repeatedly  assured 
him    that    they  were   not    acquainted    with    the 
country,  and   were  not  competent  to  direct  such 
an  expedition.    At  the  same  time  General  Hamp- 
ton told  me  he  had  a  man  by  the  name  of  Smith, 
who  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  country,  and 
whom  he  promised  to  send  me,  but  which  he  ne- 
glected to  do.     The  defeat  of  the  expedition  was 
'  the   consequence  of   this   neglect  of  the    Major 
General.     About  two  o'clock,  while  receiving  an 
I  order  from  Colonel  King,  Adjutant  General,  upon 
'  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  to  march  back  four 
miles,  and    then  ford   the   river  and  join   the  2d 
brigade,  the  enemy  made  a  furious  attack  on  the 
'column   by  a  great  di^charge  of  musketry,  ac- 
companied by  the  yells  of  the  savages.     Unfor- 
tunately the  word  •' retreat"  was  heard,  which, 
for  a  short  time,  spread  confusion  among  the  sev- 
eral corps.     A    sufficient   number,   however,  re- 
'  mained  firm,  and  the  enemy  was  soon  compelled 
to   retire.      Towards   sundown    I    sent    General 
Hampton  a  request  that  a  regiment  might  be  or- 
:  dered  down  to  cover  my  landing  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river;  but  judge  my  surprise,  on  re- 
I  ceiving  intelligence  that  he  had  retreated  with 
the  second    brigade   nearly   three   miles.     Thus 
:  was   1   deserted,  without  the  smallest   guard  to 
I  cover  my  landing.     To  what  cause  shall   it  be 
I  attributed,   that   tlie   General   ordered    a  retreat, 
land  that,  too,  at  the  moment  when  the  presence 
'  of  the  second  brigade  was  required,  or  could  be 
i  useful,  as  soon  afterwards  he  declared  "he  should 
be  willing  to  compound  with  the  first  brigade  for 
i  five  hundred    men."     The  wounded  had   previ- 
I  ously  been  conveyed  across  on  raff:,  which  made 
I  a  removal  of  my  brigade  absolutely  necessary  for 
i  their   protection.     An   attempt  was  accordingly 
'  made,  and  a  floating  bridge  soon  constructed  of 
i  old  logs,  found  on  the  margin  of  the  river.     The 
i  enemy  discovering  our  disposition,  commenced  a 
I  firinir  from  the  opposite  side,  and  killed  several 
;  while  crossing.     Major  Snelling.  with  about  one 
i  hundred  men,  effected  a  landing,  and  joined  the 
;  main   body.      The  remainder   of  my   force,   ex- 
'  hausted  by  the  excessive  exertion^  of  the  preced- 
I  ing   night,  and   weary  with    the  fatigues  of  the 
day.  not  having  had  a  moment  either  for  rest  or 
refreshment,  were  compelled  to  endure  the  priva- 
tion of  sleep  another  night.     We  retired  two  or 
three   miles  and   took  a   position.     At  about  12 
o'clock  the  enemy  came  up  and  made  an  attack 
upon  us.  but  were  soon  routed.     The  men  at  this 
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time  were  furraed,  and  lying  od  ihe  ground  they 
v/ese  to  occupy  in  case  of  an   attack,  and  were 
orifered  to,  and  did  innnaediately  rise,  seize  their 
an  >!i,  and  remain  under  them  the  residue  of  the 
nijiit.     An  excessively  heavy  rain  prevented  the 
firing   both  of  the   euemy  and   ourselves,  except 
octasioDally  a  single  gun  from  the  former.     Our 
lr(yps  were  ordered  nut  to  fare,  but.  in  case  of  a 
rei<^iition  of  attack,  tu  charge  bayonets;  thiri  was 
acf^ordiDgly  done.     The  enemy  charged  several 
limes,  and  as  often  were  put  to  flight.     It  is  ob- 
servable in  this  place,  that,  so  greatly  were  the 
ra^n  overpowered  by  fatigue,  though  in  a  situation 
evfry  way   dangerous,   and    in  which  they   had 
evjry  reason   to   believe   they  should    be  sallied 
upH.)a   by  the  enemy  every  moment,  many  were 
Uf2>ble  to  conquer  their  disposition  to  sleep,  and 
it  was  not  in  the  power  ot  the  officers  to  keep 
thpni  awake.     It  was  on  the  morning  of  this  last 
attack  that  the  General  expressed  his  apprehen- 
signs  for  the  tirst  brisaJe.  and  made  tlie  declara- 
tion above  quoted.     The  next  morning  we  crossed 
the  river,  and  joined  General  Hampton;  on  the 
28Th  the  army  retreated  four  miles,  and  on  the 
3Uth    and    31st   marched    back    to    Chateaugay. 
Tfve  troops,  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  were  not 
in  a  situation  to  endure  further  fatigue;  and  it  is 
at;  indubitable  fact,  that  many  of  them  were  so 
debilitated  they  were  unable  to  proceed  wilh  the 
brigade  on  iis  march  from   the  place  of  its  la>t 
attack,  and  actually  did  not  reach  the  main  body 
until  the  day  af'er  the  brigade  had  joined  it,  and 
sf>;ne  not  even  until  the  army  had  reached  the 
I'V'Ur  Corners  of  Chateaugay. 

*IMever.  to  my  knowledge,  during  our  march 
itt^o  Canada,  and  while  we  remained  at  the  Four 
Cf)rners.  a  lerm  of  twenty-six  days,  did  General 
Hampton  ever  send  off  a  scouting  or  reconnoit- 
ii^  party,  (except  in  one  or  two  cases  at  Spear's, 
ii,  Canada,  when  he  detached  a  few  dragoons  for 
tljis  duly,)  nor  did  he.  from  the  time  we  com- 
menced our  march  from  Cumberland  Head,  to 
oor  arrival  at  Plattsburg,  ever  order  a  front,  flank. 
Or  rear  guard  to  be  kept  up.  though  a  great  part 
oj  the  time  we  were  in  situations  which  evidently 
r(|<{uired  it.  True  it  is,  these  guards  were  occa- 
si'inally  sent  out,  not  however  by  his  order,  but 
b  I  the  orders  of  the  officers  commanding  brigades. 
By  a  general  order,  dated  Chateaugay,  Novem- 
ber 5,  the  General  says  he  has  paid  the  first  al- 
tintiou  to  the  sick,  and  has  granted  them  indul- 
Ijnces.  which  created  murmurings  on  the  part  of 
sAme  oflicerN  at  their  po>ts.  It  is  only  necessary 
b*re  to  observe,  that  every  officer  of  the  array 
qIq  testify  that  the  sick  were  very  much  ne- 
^fo-cted  as  far  as  regards  comfortable  quarters  and 
transportation,  and  that  they  were  strewed  along 
lite  roads  through  which  we  marched  without 
care  or  attendance;  and  it  is  presumable  that 
inany  have  died  in  consequence  of  this  who 
might  have  been  saved  to  themselves  if  not  to 
ihe  service.  The  General,  indeed,  at  the  time 
this  order  was  issued,  which  was  after  our  return 
!►>  the  Four  Corners,  did  order  transportation  for 
lite  sick  to  Burlington,  but  this  is  the  only  lu- 
siance  to  my  knowledge. 


The  Commissary's  Department  is  worthy  of 
notice.  My  order  tor  provision  was  not  suffi- 
cient ;  nor  could  I  obtain  any  but  by  special 
license  of  General  Hampton.  The  Coramiss.iry 
of  Issues  has  been  constantly  in  the  habit  of  sell- 
ing the  livers,  dtc  of  the  beeves  to  officers;  and 
though  I  represented  this  to  General  Hampton  as 
unusual  and  improper,  he  refused  to  take  any 
other  notice  of  it  than  saying,  "the  Commissary 
is  accountable  for  all  parts  of  the  beef,  even  to  a 
pound  or  ounce  of  tallow;"  nor  did  he  take  any 
notice  of  another  piece  of  misconduct  of  the 
Commissary,  that  of  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
sutler,  but  sanctioned  it  by  purchasing  of  him. 

The  common  practices  with  General  Hamp- 
ton of  arresting  officers  and  releasing  them  with- 
out their  consent;  of  releasing  arrested  officers 
without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  officers 
by  whom  they  were  arrested  (the  case  of  Lieu- 
tenant Morris  of  the  33d  regiment,  who  was  ar- 
rested by  me  on  the  charge  of  cowardice  and  mis- 
conduct before  the  enemy  on  the  26th  October. 
18l3,  the  time  of  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy 
at  Ormstown,  or  Chateaugay  river,  being  an  in- 
stance;) of  refusing  to  arrest  officers  whom  I 
reported  to  him  as  having  deserted  their  posts  in 
time  of  action  ;  of  daily  issuing  orders  and  coun- 
termanding them,  and  of  interfering  in  an  im- 
proper manner  with  the  subordinate  command.^ 
of  the  army,  as  a  reference  to  the  orders  issued 
by  him  will  show,  mark  very  strongly  the  capri- 
ciousness  of-  his  conduct  and  the  total  want  of 
steadiness  in  his  intentions. 

Such  has  been  the  General's  conduct  on  some 
I  occasions,   that   I  have,  in  common  with  other 
I  officers,  been  induced   to  believe  thai  he  was  un- 
der the   influence  of  a   too  free  use  of  spirituous 
liquors. 

I  must,  in  justice  to  General  Hampton,  say. 
that  the  expedition  he  planned,  and  which  I  have 
called  "difficult  and  fatiguing,"  did,  at  the  time 
it  was  suggested  to  me  by  him.  meet  my  full  ap- 
probation, and  that  I  have  since  seen  no  reason 
tor  changing  ray  opinion  of  its  practicability  or 
usefulness;  but  I  must  also  say  that  it  required 
competent  guides;  and  these  (as  I  said  before) 
he  premised  to  furnish  me.  but  did  not. 
ROBERT  PURDY, 

Colonel  ith  Infantry. 

A  true  copy.       R.  H.  McPHERSON, 

Captain  and  Secretary. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Wilkinson. 

Albany,  November  18,  1S13. 

"  My  last  advices  from  you  are  of  the  3d  inst. 
Report  >ays  that  the  garrisons  of  Kingston  and 
Prescott  have  found  means  to  overtake  your  rear, 
to  bring  it  to  action,  to  handle  it  roughly,  and  to 
compel  it  to  retreat  to  the  main  body.  To  this  I 
give  no  credit : 

''  1st.  Because,  moving  with  the  celerity  neces- 
sary to  your  objects,  it  is  highly  improbable  that 
they  could  by  any  exertion  have  been  able  to 
overtake  you;  and 
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"2d.  Because  it  is  quite  incredible  that,  find- 
ing in  your  rear  a  heavy  corps  capable  of  dis- 
turbing the  main  action  of  the  campaign,  you 
should  not  have  taken  effectual  measures  to  beat 
and  destroy  it.  If  1,600  men  were  not  sufficient 
for  this  purpose,  6,000  were  so;  and  the  garri-^ons 
of  Kingston  and  Prescott  destroyed  (though  we 
failed  of  getting  to  Montreal)  the  upper  province 
was  won." 


from   his  wages.     With   regard   to  clothing  and 
arms,  there  have  been  the  most  shocking  abuses. 

Confidential  reports  are  provided  by  the  rules, 
and  must  be  made  agreeably  thereto.  The  in- 
spector who  neglects  or  refuses  to  perform  this 
duty  shall  be  dismissed  the  service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Wilkinson. 


Extract  of  a  h'tler  from   .Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

French  Mills,  Nov.  24.  1S13. 

'•I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  15th  instant  from  Albaify.  and  hope  my  de- 
spatches have  reached  you  which  left  this  on 
the  17th. 

~With  respect  to  the  unfortunate  issue  of  the 
campaign,  I  disclaim  the  shadow  of  blame,  be-  ' 
cause  I  know  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  more 
than  my  duty,  and  so  do  those  with  whom  I  have 
acted.  To  iieneral  Ilavipton^s  outrage  of  every 
principle  of  subordination  and  dutcipline  may  be 
ascribed  the  failure  of  the  expedition ;  and  that  I 
have  not  yet  arrested  him  must  be  attributed  lo 
my  respect  for  you,  and  my  desire  that  the  arrest 
should  proceed  from  the  highest  authority ;  for 
if  this  act  be  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed  and  un- 
punished, it  will  establish  a  precedent  to  justify 
disobedience  and  subvert  those  obligations  of 
blind  obedience  on  which  the  efficiency  of  mili- 
tary institutions  exclusively  depend. 

"After  our  losses  by  deaths,  desertions,  and  dis- 
charges, since  we  left  Sackett's  Harbor,  I  think 
we  shall  not  he  able  to  show  you  more  than  six 
thousand  men  at  this  point,  exclusive  of  the  dra- 
goons, who  have  been  ordered  to  Greenbush  and 
Pittsfield,  for  convenience  and  economy." 


War  Dbi'art.ment,  Nov.  25,  1813. 

Sir:  It  is  recommended  to  you  to  consolidate 
your  infantry  and  artillery  into  complete  regi- 
ments, or  as  nearly  so  as  possible,  for  the  Win- 
ter, retaining  a  full  complement  of  your  most 
efficient  officers  to  command  them,  and  detach- 
ing all  surplus  officers  immediately  on  the  re- 
cruiting service,  and  to  the  several  districts  indi- 
cated by  the  rules  and  regulations.  This  regulation 
should  extend  to  General  Hampton's  division. 

An  immediate  inquiry  into  the  terms  of  enlist- 
ment of  the  men  composing  your  army  should  be 
instituted,  and  endeavors  should  be  made  to  re- 
enlist  all  those  whose  terms  of  service  are  about 
expiring. 

The  most  severe  attention  to  discipline  must 
be  begun,  and  the  slightest  departures  from  it, 
whether  in  officer  or  soldier,  noticed  and  pun- 
ished. Clerks  to  the  several  companies  must  be 
appointed,  and  company  books  kepi,  showing  ev- 
erything received  by  the  soldier,  and  charging 
him  therewith.  If.  on  the  next,  or  any  future 
inspection,  it  be  found  that  any  article  of  his 
clothing,  or  of  his  arms,  has  been  lost  or  sold,  the 
article  is  to  be  supplied,  and  the  price  deducted 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Headularters.  Malone. 
Military  District  No.  9,  Dec.  6,  1S13. 

"Your  three  letters  of  the  25th  ultimo  came  to 
hand  on  the  30th ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  I 
had  anticipated  the  views  communicated  in  those 
letters,  as  far  as  respects  the  security  of  our  flanks 
and  centre.  When  1  ordered  Major  Gen.  Hamp- 
ton to  reinforce  the  post  of  the  Four  Corners,  it 
was  under  the  impression  that  Cumberland  Head 
was  guarded  ;  but  the  moment  I  was  undeceived, 
and  apprized  of  the  exposed  situation  of  our  de- 
pot at  Plattsburg,  the  order  was  countermanded. 
as  you  have  seen  from  the  documents  which  I 
have  transrnited  you.  You  must  also  have  jier- 
ceived,  from  those  documents,  that  I  was  not  in- 
sensible of  the  importance  of  condensing  our 
force,  and  that  I  hail  made  a  proposition  respect- 
ing quarters  preparatory  lo  such  event.'' 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong. 


Abstract  from  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  of 
General  Wilkinson  s  army,  showing  the  whole  num- 
ber of  non-commissioned  ofHcers,  musicians,  and 
artificer?,  of  the  several  regiments  and  corpi,  on  De- 
cember 1,  1813. 


Light  artillery 
2d  regiment  artillery 
3d  do.         do. 

5th  regiment  infantry 


Gth 

do. 

do. 

11th 

do. 

do. 

12th 

do. 

do. 

13th 

do. 

do. 

Uih 

do. 

do. 

15th 

do. 

do. 

20th 

do. 

do. 

21st 

do. 

do. 

22d 

do. 

do. 

25th 

do. 

do. 

Riflemen    - 

• 

Total 


-  472 

-  117 

-  675 

-  495 

-  549 

-  454 

-  500 

-  591 

-  295 

-  648 
•  336 

-  841 

-  455 

-  578 

-  263 

-  8,143 


Adj.  and  Insp.  Gen's  Office, 

January  21.  1814. 
A.  Y.  NICOLL,  lasp.  Gen. 

Note. — The  two  regiments  of  light  dragoons,  which 
had  made  part  of  Gen.  Wilkinson's  force  in  descend- 
ing the  St.  Lawrence,  are  not  included  in  this  return  ; 
these  corps  having  been  detached  to  L  tica. 
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Exu%ct  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  ISecretary  of  War,  dated 

I  •  Malone,  December  8,  1813. 

I^lje  unavoidable  delay  of  the  express  (as  no 
reliince  can  be  placed  in  ibe  mail  from  this  place) 
ensiles  me  to  send  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Qei»pral  Izard,  dated  the  6th  instant,  which  exhib- 
its 'Additional  expositions  of  the  pernicious  and 
un\*arraniable  conduct  of  Major  General  Hainp- 
tcrv."  1  will  not  charge  this  man  with  traitorous 
desiijns,  but  I  apprehend,  in  any  other  Govern- 
met^t,  a  military  officer  who  tirst  defeated  the 
obj«^'t  of  a  campaign  by  disobedience  of  orders, 
an(^(hen,  without  authority,  furloughed  ail  the 
effii^L-nl  officers  of  the  divi>ion  he  commanded  on 
a  n;^ional  frontier,  in  the  vicinity  of  an  enemy, 
woijtd  incur  heavy  penalties. 


Ext^^ct  of  a  letter  from    Brigadier  General  Izard  to 
£■  Major  General  Wiltinson,  dated 

P;  Plattsburg,  Dec.  6,  1813. 

T^liere  is  an  unavoidable  delay  in  the  returns  of 
the. regiments  of  this  division,  proceeding  from 
the.'extreme  inexperience  of  the  officers  of  all 
graces,  now  with  them.  Almost  every  efficient 
offi^-r  IS  either  sick  or  was  furloughed  by  Major 
GeS^ral  Hampton,  at  the  moment  of  his  own  de- 
parture. Those  that  remain,  are  barely  enough 
to  |aerform  the  routine  (if  duty  in  this  cantonment. 

Bx^Kact  of  a  letter  from   Major  General  Wilkingon  to 
k  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

•  Malone,  December  24,  1S13. 

I  believe  I  have  not  hitherto  transmitted  to  you 
a  ct'py  of  a  communication  which  took  place  be- 
iwi't-n  Commodore  Chauncey  and  myself,  the 
daif  before  I  sailed  I'rorn  French  Creek;  and  I  do 
it  i|uw  to  show  you  what  were  my  anticipations 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  left  behind  me, 
an^  how  delusive  were  all  liie  promises  made  to 
m<>ihat  my  rear  should  be  protected. 

•!  

i  French  Creek.  \oc.  4,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  so  ill  yesterday  I  could  not 
call  to  see  you,  and  1  now  send  up  to  say  that  I 
shqill  sail  this  evening  ;  and  if  I  am  not  obstructed 
byilhe  enemy's  armed  vessels,  which  may  have 
sliMied  down  the  other  channel,  I  shall  pass  Pres- 
cor*  to-morrow  night,  or  land  the  next  morning 
to  uke  the  phice,  if  I  cannot  pass  it  without  too 
grt'5t  hazard.  As  this  operation  may  require 
thtte  or  four  days,  it  is  not  improbable  the  ene- 
my's squadron  may  make  some  attempts  to  de- 
stroy my  boats;  and  therefore  I  must  entreat  you 
to^atch  his  every  motion,  and  to  give  my  Qotilla 
ev.'ry  protection  in  your  power. 

We  are  a  match  for  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy, 
but  inferior  to  armed  schooners  ;  and,  therefore, 
could  you  consistently  spare  us  the  Pert,  or  iorae 
ar^Vfd  vessel,  to  run  down  to  the  vicinity  of  Og- 
dt^isburg,  and  immediately  return,  it  would  add 
seeuriiy  t>»  our  movements. 

vNlajor  Johnsoo  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver 


you  this;  and  I  will  thank  you  for  any  informa- 
tion you  can  give  me  respecting  the  movements 
of  the  enemy. 

I  wish  very  much  to  say  farewell  to  you,  but 
I  am  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  your  situation; 
and  my  disease  having  changed  into  a  violent 
inflammation  of*  the  breast,  I  dare  not  get  wet. 
If,  then.  It  is  destined  that  we  are  not  to  meet 
again.  I  will  leave  with  you  my  prayers  for  long 
life  and  laurels  in  this  world,  and  everlasting  hap- 
piness in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Farewell,  my  friend,  and  m.iy  your  country 
understand  your  skill  and  valor  as  well  as  does 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Commodore  Chauncey. 


U.  S.  Ship  General  Pike, 

At  anchor  off  East  end  of  Lung  Island, 

River  St.  Laxcrence,  Nov.  4,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  this  day's  date  has 
this  moment  been  handed  to  ine  by  Major  John- 
son. 

From  the  best  information  that  I  can  get,  the 
enemy's  tleet  is  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Kingston  ; 
and  I  think  that  you  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  them,  as  I  am  in  a  situation  to  watch  both 
channels. 

I  should  deem  it  unsafe  to  separate  any  part  of 
my  squadron  as  long  as  the  enemy  remains  above 
me.  In  fact,  I  am  in  hourly  expectation  of  being 
attacked  by  Sir  James,  down  the  south  channel. 
In  that  case,  I  shall  require  all  my  force,  as  be 
has  added  a  number  of  gunboats  to  his  fleet.  If, 
however.  Sir  James  should  detach  any  part  of  his 
fleet  down  the  north  channel,  I  will  send  a  suffi- 
cient force  down  to  oppose  him. 

I  will  remain  in  my  present  situation  until  you 
pass  Prescott,  but  am  anxious  tor  that  event  to 
take  place  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  as  the 
fleet  cannot  move  out  of  this  river  except  with  a 
fair  wind.  It  is  to  be  apprehended,  that,  after  a 
lew  days, a  spell  of  wesiwardly  winds  will  set  in, 
which  will  detain  us  until  the  ice  makes,  which 
would  endanger  the  safety  of  the  fleet,  and  prob- 
ably lead  to  Its  final  destruction.  If  it  is  possible 
for  you  to  communicate  to  me.  in  any  way,  when 
you  pass  Prescott,  I  would  esteem  it  as  a  partic- 
ular favor. 

May  your  present  enterprise  be  crowned  with 
all  the  success  that  you  yourself  can  wish  ;  and 
that  your  eminent  services  may  be  duly  appreci- 
ciateil  by  your  country  is  the  prayer  of,  dear  sir, 
your  friend  and  humble  servant. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wilkinson, 

Commander  in-Chief,  ^c. 


Correspondence  betxceen  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Colonel  Porter  and  General  McClure,  ^c. 

War  Department,  Feb.  23,  1813. 
Sir  :   As  the  enemy's  force  and  defences  on  the 
Canada  side  of  the  Niagara  river  are  understood 
to  be  weak  ;  as  your  force  is  respectable,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  competent  to  a  successful  attack  of 
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these;  and  the  season  has  now  furnished  ^ou 
with  a  bridge,  as  well  for  retreat  as  for  advance  ; 
It  is  thought  advisable  that  you  do  not  permit  cir- 
cumstances so  favorable  to  escaf>e,  without  mak- 
ing a  stroke  on  such  points  of  the  enemy's  line 
as  may  be  most  within  your  reach.  If.  after  feel- 
ing the  enemy  at  Fort  Erie,  you  should  find  your- 
self able  to  extend  your  attack  to  Fort  George,  it 
will  be  desirable  ;  but  of  this  you  can  judge  best 
after  your  first  experiment.  To  an  old  soldier, 
like  yourself,  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  more  into 
detail.  You  know  what  you  ough<  to  do.  and 
you  will  do  it.  Communicate  this  letter  to  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Boerstler,  and  accept  the  assuran- 
ces of  my  respect  and  good  wishes. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Col.  Porter,  Light  .\rtillery. 

Commanding  on  Niagara  River. 


Extractor  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dearborn  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Albany,  March  25,  1S13. 
Colonel  Porter  informs  me  that  he  had  com- 
menced the  necessary  preparations  for  an  attack 
on  Furt  Erie,  but  the  desertion  of  a  sergeant  pre- 
vented his  carrying  his  intended  atiack  into  oper- 
ation. Two  officers,  with  six  men.  pursued  the 
sergeant  so  far  as  to  be  surrounded  on  the  ice. 
and  were  made  prisoners.  Fort  Erie  was  imme- 
diately reinforced,  and  he  bad  given  over  any 
immediate  movement. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Scott  (third  Artillery  Regiment) 
to  Major  General  Wilkinson. 

Fort  George,  Monday,  7  P.  M., 
October  11,  1  SI  3. 
Sir:  Within  the  last  five  minutes  I  have  had 
ilie  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  by  the  Lady  '  waste  of  ammunition,' the  parties  retired  to  Their 

respective  carnps  with  little  loss  on  either  side 


defeated  eighteen  miles  this  side  of  Maiden.     I 
cannot  get  particulars. 

From  the  same  sourcesof  intelligence, it  appears 
that  the  49th,  a  part  of  the  100th,  and  the  volti- 
geurs,  moved  from  our  neighborhood  the  day 
after  our  flotilla  left  this,  (the  3d  instant,)  but  with 
what  destination  is  not  certainly  known. 

It  was  first  reported — I  mean  in  the  British 
camp — that  these  regiments  had  marched  to  sup- 
port Proctor,  who.  it  is  .said,  wrote  that  he  would 
be  compelled  to  surrender  if  not  supported. 

I  am  pretty  sure,  however,  tiiat  ihey  are  gone 
below.  The  raovementof  our  army  below  seems 
to  have  been  known  in  the  British  lines  as  early 
as  the  3d  instant,  together  with  the  immediate 
objects  in  view;  hence,  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
concluding  that  all  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
will  coDcentraie  at  Kingston. 

Chapin,  who  has  been  commissioned  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel,  marched  late  last  evening  up  the 
lake,  with  about  one  hundred  volunteers  under 
his  command,  and  was  followed  this  morning  by 
Generals  McClure  and  Porter,  with  about  one 
thousand  men.  Indians  and  militia  included. 
There  is  no  danger  of  their  coming  up  with  the 
enemy,  or  they  would  be  in  great  danger  of  a  total 
annihilation. 

Vincent  took  hence  with  him  about  a  thousand 
or  eleven  hundred  regulars.  Many  of  the  mili- 
tia left  this  with  the  avowed  design  of  plunder; 
but  I  fear,  from  reports,  that  the  British  nave  left 
the  miserable  inhabitants  without  anything  to  be 
ravished.  I  expect  General  McClure  back  to- 
morrow evening,  as  he  only  took  with  him  sup- 
plies for  two  days.  He  will  probably  go  as  far 
as  "the  20." 

On  the  8th.  Chapin  went  out  with  a  small  party 
and  attacked  one  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  which 
brought  on  a  skirmish,  in  which  many  of  Colo- 
nel Swift's  regiment  participated.     After  a  great 


of  the  Lake. 

The  enemy  has  treated  me  with  neglect.  He 
continued  in  his  old  positions  until  Saturday  last, 
(the  9th.)  when  he  took  up  his  retreat  on  Bur- 
lington heights,  and  has  abandoned  this  whole 
peninsula.     Two  causes  are  assigned  for  this  pre- 


We  made  and  lost  a  prisoner ;  had  two  Indians 
killed,  and  two  other  men  wounded.  We  hear 
the  enemy  had  five  men  wounded. 

1  had  this  morning  made  an  arrangement,  on 
application  of  General  McClure,  to  be  relieved  iD 


cipitate  movement:  the  succor  of  Proctor,  who  ]  the  command  of  this  post  on  the  tuorning  of  the 
IS  reported  to  have  been  entirely  defeated,  if  not  '  13th  instant,  with  an  intention  of  taking  up  my 
taken  ;  the  other,  the  safety  of  Kingston,  endan-  i  line  of  inarch  for  Sacketi's  Harbor,  according  to 
gered  by  your  movement.  I  the  discretion  allowed  me  in  the  instructions  I 

We  have  had  from  the  enemy  many  deserters,  i  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  at  this  place 


most  of  whom  concur  in  the  latter  supposition. 
The  British  burnt  everything  in  store  in  this 


My    situation    has    become    truly  insupportable^ 
without  the  possibility  of  an  attack  at  this  post^ 


neighborhood — three  thousand  blankets,  many  and  without  the  possibility  of  reaching  you  time 
hundred  stand  of  arms;  also  the  blankets  in  the  '  enough  to  share  in  the  glory  of  impending  opera- 
men's  packs,  and  every  article  of  clothing  not  in  •  tions  below.  I  am,  nevertheless,  flattered  with 
actual  use.  ;  the   assurance   that  transport  will  be  forwarded 

They  are  supposed  to  have  reached  Burlington  ,  for  my  removal ;  and,  to  favor   that    intention,  I 


heights  last  evening,  from  the  rate  of  their  march 
the  night  before.  I  have  information  of  their 
having  passed  "the  40,"  by  several  inhabitants 
who  have  come  down.  They  add  to  what  was 
stated  by  the  deserters,  that  two  officers  of  the 
forty-first  had  joined  General  Vincent  from  Proc- 
tor's army,  with  the  information  that  Proctor  was 
13lh  Con.  2d  Sess.— 78 


propose  taking  up  my  line  of  march  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th,  for  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee 
river,  and  there  await  liie  arrival  of  the  vessels 
you  are  good  enough  to  promise  me.  By  this 
movement,  Captain  Mix  thinks  with  me  that  1 
shall  hasten  my  arrival  at  Sackelt's  Harbor  five, 
possibly  ten  days.     Captain  Camp  has  a  sufficient 
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nuTiiber   of  wagons    to  take  me  thither.     I  can  ]  whole  of  the  regtjlar  troops  of  that  garrison,  and 
easily  make  that  place  by  the  evening  of  the  15ih.  |  was  relieved  by  Brigadier  General  McCiure,  with 


I  hnpe  I  shall  have  your  approbation,  and  every 
thiix'  is  arranged  with   Brigadier  McClure. 

knowing  your  wishes  respecting  the  invalids 
or  lubjects  for  discharge,  and  fearing  that  water 
tra|i«port  might  not  be  had  till  the  season  was  too 
far^  advanced  for  their  removal,  I  have  ventured 
to  ^-send  Lieutenant  Archer  (paymaster  of  the 
20i5i,  who  was  left  here  without  orders)  on  cora- 
maiid    to  Greenbush,  with  one  hundred  men  of 


a  body  of  the  New  York  detached  militia. 

•'Fort  George,  as  a  field  work,  might  be  con- 
sidered as  complete  at  thai  period.  It  was  gar- 
nished with  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  (which  number 
might  easily  have  been  increased  from  the  spare 
ordnance  of  the  oppo:>ite  fort)  with  an  ample 
supply  of  fixed  ammunition,  iLc,  as  the  enclosed 
receipt  for  these  articles  will  exhibit. 

••  Fort  Niagara,  on  the  14th  October,  was  under 


thu  description.     It  was  a  measure  approved  of  |  the   immediate   command    of  Captain   Leonard, 


by  tJaptain  Mann,  and  I  liope  not  contrary  to  your 
wi^es  and  intentions.  Doctor  Hugo,  Surgeon's 
MiTte  of  the  14ih,  (also  left  here  without  orders) 
accompanied  the  detachment.  The  Q,'jarter- 
raaster's  department  furnished  eight  wagons,  on 
my  requisition. 

'JThe  sick  list  of  the  garrison  is  much  reduced 
since  your  departure,  (I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
ray  report  of  ihis  morning,)  and  Doctor  Mann  has 
diiharged  many  patients  from  his  hospital ;  I 
alsp  enclose  you  his  last  report.  Those  marked 
"skibjecls  for  discharge,"  are  part  of  the  number 
seiit  off  from  Greenbush. 

poctor  Mann  and  Doctor  Camp  have  conclu- 
defl  to  remove  the  fieneral  hospital  lo  '•  the  Eleven 
M{le  Creek,''  near  Buffalo,  the  barracks  at  which 
plice  will  be  sufficient  for  the  reception  of  the 
WRole  of  the  sick,  with  some  trilling  repairs. 

yrom  the  morning  report,  enclosed,  you  will 
fii>J  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four  the  "total," 
dtr.  present  of  the  regulars  of  this  garrison,  in- 
cluding officers,  «Sc.c.  Transport  will  be  necessary 
fo^  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  I  wish 
alio  to  take  wiili  me  four  iron  G's,  one  5^  inch 
howitzer,  and  two  caissons,  the  whole  on  field 
carriages.  This  train  will  form  no  impediment 
in  my  march  to  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  as 
I  have  horses  belonging  to  the  regiment  sufficient 
to  draw  it.  If  it  meet  your  approbation.  I  can 
send   the   horses   thence  to  Sacketi's  Harbor  by 

laod. 

'I  have,  by  working  almost  night  and  day.  great- 
ly*, improved  ihc  defences  of  this  post,  and  nearly 
fiijed  up  the  idea  of  the  engineer.  I  flatter  my- 
si\{  that  I  have  also  improved  the  garrison  m 
dr.-cipline. 

I  must  apologi>e  for  the  liaste  in  which  this  is 
Written,  but  Captain  Mix  proposes  to  joil  imme- 
diately, and  I  fear  to  detain  him  a  moment.  I 
think  I  shall  certainly  be  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Gynesee  by  the  15ih  instant. 

fl  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest 
rApect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

*^  W.  SCOTT,  Col.  commanding. 

^aj.  Gen.  Wilkinson,  Commanding,  (fc. 


first  artillery,  who,  besides  his  own  company,  had 
Captain  Read's,  of  the  same  regiment,  together 
with  such  of  Brigadier  General  McClure's  brig- 
ade as  had  refused  to  cross  the  river.  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Fleming,  Bloom,  and  Dobbins,  of  the 
militia,  had  successively  been  in  the  command  of 
this  fort,  by  order  of  the  Brigadier  General,  but 
I  think  neither  of  them  was  present  at  the  above 
period.  Major  General  Wilkinson,  in  his  order 
to  me  for  the  removal  of  the  regular  troops 
on  that  frontier,  excepted  the  two  companies  of 
the  first  artillery  then  at  Fort  Niagara.  And, 
under  the  supposition  tiiat  I  >hoiild  meet  water 
transport  for  my  detachment  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Genesee  river,  I  had  his  orders  to  take  with  me 
the  whole  of  the  convalescents  left  in  the  different 
hospitals  by  the  regiments  which  had  accom- 
panied him.  This  order  I  complied  with." 
NoTB— By  the  arrangements  of  the  War  Department, 
Brigadier  General  Porter  of  the  United  State.^'  Army, 
was  designated  for  command  on  the  Niagara  frontier, 
and  particularly  for  that  of  Fort  George.  In  the  latter 
trust,  General  Wilkinson  substituted  for  him  Colonel 
Scott,  of  the  third  regiment  of  artillery,  with  provisional 
orders  to  join  the  army  at  8ackett'fi  Harbor. 


Wak  Office.  Feb.  8,  1813. 

Ordered.  That  Captain  Leonard,  (first  regi- 
ment of  artillery)  be  arrested,  and  his  place  be 
supplied  by  Captain  Armistead.  of  the  same  regi- 
ment. JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Adj.  Gen.  Gushing. 


ti^tract  of  a  a  letter  from  Colonel   Winfield  Scott  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

j  Georqetown,  (Col.)  Dec.  31.  1813. 

'"•At  your  desire,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
fallowing  report: 

t  '•  I  left  Fort  George  on  the  13th  of  October  last. 
l#y  order  of  Major  General  Wilkiosoo,  with  the 


^ 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Adjutant  General  Thomas  U. 
Cuahing  to  Cnptain  George  K.  Armistead,  dated  at 
this  Office,  february  9,  1813. 

"You  will  please  to  proceed  to  Niagara,  in  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  and  relieve  Captain  Nathan- 
iel Leonard  in  the  command  of  the  company  of 
artillerist!)  now  at  that  post;  which  company  is 
to  be  returned  and  mustered  in  your  name,  from 
and  after  the  day  on  which  you  receive  the  com- 
mand of  it  ;  and  Captain  Leonard  will  be  in- 
structed to  deliver  the  said  company  to  you,  with 
books,  papers,  clothing,  and  everything  appertain- 
ing to  it. 

"You  will  call  on  Major  General  Dearborn  at 
Albany,  and  receive  his  orders." 

Adj.  and  In-^pfctob  Gen'.s  Office, 

Washington,  Jan.  22.  1814. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  as 
recorded  in  this  office. 

J.  B.  WALBACH,  Adj,  Gen. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Adjutant  General  Thomaa  H. 
Cushing  to  Major  General  Henry  Dearborn,  dated 
at  thu  office,  February  8,  1813. 

"  The  conduct  of  Captain  Leonard  at  Niagara 
has  been  represented  in  a  very  unfavorable  light 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  instructed  me 
to  send  Captain  George  Armistead  to  relieve  him 
in  the  command  of  the  company  at  that  post  ; 
and  I  have  instructed  Captain  Armistead  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  journey  immediately,  and  to  wait  on 
you  for  any  instructions  you  may  think  proper  to 
give.  (!)aptain  Leonard  must  not  exercise  com- 
mand until  his  conduct  has  been  inquired  into." 

Adj't  and  Inspector  Gen's  Office, 

Washington,  Jan.  22.  1814. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  as 
recorded  in  this  office. 

J.  B.  WALBACH,  Adj.  Gen. 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  from  Major 
George  Armistead. 

Fort  McHenrv.  January  19,  1814. 
•'  Captain  Leonard  was  not  arrested  or  brought 
to  trial  during  my  stay  on  the  frontier;  nor  was 
he  ever  instructed,  to  ray  knowledge,  to  give  '"" 
the  command  of  his  company." 


me 


intention  of  the  enemy  to  send  the  greater  part 
of  the  troops  which  they  have  at  Burlington  and 
York  to  Kingston,  and  to  make  York  the  right 
of  their  line.  They  may,  however,  have  a  small 
command  at  Burlington,  and  those  may  be  so  se- 
curely posted  as  to  render  them  sale  from  any 
desultory  expedition  you  may  set  on  foot;  but  it 
is  desirable  to  have  any  supplies  which  they  may 
have  collected  in  the  neighborhood  destroyed ; 
and  should  the  success  below  be  not  such  as  to 
promise  possession  of  ihe  whole  of  the  upper  prov- 
ince, may  be  destroyed. 

Captains  Leonard  and  Reed,  or  either  of  thera, 
are  appointed  to  muster  your  troops  when  and 
where  you  think  proper. 

In  closing  this  communication.  I  should  not  do 
justice  to  my  feelings,  if  I  were  not  to  acknowl- 
edge the  zeal  and  talents  with  which  you  have 
managed  your  command.  Your  conduct  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  extremely  judicious  and  pro- 
per throughout,  and  your  troops  exhibit  a  state 
of  improvement  and  subordination  which  is  at 
once  honorable  to  your  officers  and  themselves. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON.  . 

Brig.  Gen.  George  McClure. 


Wak  Departme.nt,  October'^,  1813. 
Sir:  Understanding  that  the  defence  of  the 
post  committed  to  your  charge  may  render  it 
proper  to  destroy  the  town  of  Newark,  you  are 
hereby  directed  to  apprize  its  inhabitants  of  this 
circumstance,  and  to  invite  them  to  remove  them- 
selves and  their  effects  to  some  place  of  greater 
safety.     I  am,  &,c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Brig.  Gen.  McClure. 

or  officer  com'g  Fort  George,  U.  C. 


General  Harrison's  orders  to  General  McClure. 
HEADUlARTERd,  NeWARK. 

November  15,  1813. 

Dear  Sir  :  Being  ordered  to  return  to  the  west- 
ward, you  will  be  pleased  to  resume  the  command 
which  you  received  previous  to  my  arrival  at 
this  place. 

The  orders  which  you  heretofore  have  received 
will  govern  you.  It  will  be  necessary  that  you 
keep  a  vigilant  eye  over  the  disaffected  part  of 
the  inhabitants  ;  and  I  recommend  that  you  make 
use  of  the  zeal,  activity,  and  local  knowledge, 
which  Colonel  Wilcocks  certainly  possesses,  to 
counteract  the  machinations  of  our  enemy,  and 
insure  the  confidence  of  our  friends  amon^si  the 
inhabitants.  It  will,  however,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  your  wish,  as  it  is  your  duty,  to  guard  the  latter 
as  much  as  possible  from  oppression. 

The  volunteers  which  were  lately  called  out, 
will  be  retained  as  long  as  you  consider  their  ser- 
vices necessary  ;  the  draughted  militia,  until  fur- 
ther orders  are  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

There   caa   be   little   doubt  of  its   being  the 


Fokt  George,  Nor.  10,  1813. 

Dear  Sir  :  Major  General  Harrison  embarked 
with  his  troops  yesterday,  on  board  the  fleet  des- 
tined for  Sacketi's  Harbor,  leaving  the  command 
once  more  in  my  hands.  Owing  to  continued 
opposing  winds,  the  fleet  has  not  yet  gotten  out 
of  sight. 

A  correspondence  which  took  place  between 
the  General  and  myself,  copies  of  which  are  here- 
with sent,  will  at  once  explain  to  you  my  views 
and  feelings  relative  to  the  operations  proposed 
to  have  been  effected  on  this  frontier.  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  expressions  of  regret  made  by  Gen- 
eral Harrison  are  equally  sincere  with  mine, 
though  we  both  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which 
dictated  his  abandonment  of  the  projected  expe- 
dition against  Burlington. 

About  four  hundred  volunteers  have  repaired 
10  this  post  under  my  late  call,  made  in  conform- 
ity with  General  Harrison's  wishes  and  request. 
A  few  are  still  coming  in.  1  shall  take  care  that 
they  shall  not  be  unemployed.  lam  this  moment 
sending  out  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  mounted 
volunteers,  with  directions  to  penetrate  the  en- 
emy's lines  as  far  as  practicable  with  safety.  la 
the  meantime,  I  am  making  preparations  for  mor- 
ing  in  force  against  them,  unless  the  intelligence 
expected  from  this  excursion  should  be  such  as 
to  make  it  improper. 

Accounts  of  the  enemy's  force  still  vary  much. 
A  deserter  came  in  today,  who  represents  their 
force  to  be  one  thousand  five  hundred  regulars, 
and  eight  hundred  Indians,  at  Burlington  and 
Stoney  creek.     The  former  I  think  is  magnified. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of 
their  intended  raovemenis.  At  one  time  they 
appear  to  be  sending  down  their  stores  and  de- 
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taciimenti  of  troops  lo  York.  At  this  time,  it  is 
sai3  they  are  reioforciDg,  fortifying,  and  building 
barracks. 

The  term  of  service  of  my  troops  wil!  expire 
on'ihe  9ih  December.  It  can  hardly  be  expected 
tb^  many  will  willingly  continue  in  service  a 
longer  time.  Your  Excellency  will  at  once  see 
the  necessity  of  prompt  arrangements  being  made 
to  jjupply  their  place,  if  il  be  contemplated  to  re- 
tail;! this  garrison. 

fcenclose  herein  my  late  address,  made  under 
the  sanction  of  General  Harrison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  your  Excellency's  obe- 
dient bumble  servant. 

GEORGE  McCLURE, 
<  Brigadier  (ieneral. 

I^is  Ex'cy  J.  Arjustrong,  Secry  of  War. 


Fort  George,  Sovembtr  15,  1813. 

I)f  AR  Sir  :  The  subject  of  our  conversation 
this  morning  has  occupied  my  most  serious  retlec- 
tioDk,  The  deadly  blow  heretofore  given  to  the 
patriotism  of  our  citizens  on  this  frontier  has 
prepared  them  for  murmurs  and  complaints;  those 
who  are  not  on  their  march  have  left  their  homes 
and  their  business  under  great  sacrifices,  with 
the  rt>oral  certainty  of  being  brought  into  action. 

The  last  address  which  1  issued  under  your  direc- 
tious,  and  which.  I  am  happy  to  find,  has  met  your 
approbation,  gives  them  reason  for  indulging  the 
exj.>ectalion  of  service,  and  they  are  anxious  to 
dnt'e  the  enemy  from  their  borders  forever.  The 
hi|jh  character  of  General  Harrison,  combined 
Wirh  these  circumstances,  has  excited  strong  in- 
tefvsi  in  the  public  mind  relative  to  our  operations. 

(p  this  peculiar  situation  of  afiairs,  I  feel  it  to 
be  iIrc  to  the  gallant  volunteers  and  militia,  who 
are  assembled  and  collecting,  and  to  my  own 
reputation,  most  respectfully  to  solicit,  that,  if 
\l^i  not  incompatible  with  your  instructions  and 
yoiTr  better  judgment,  you  will  not  abandon  our 
projected  expedition  against  Burlington  heights; 
su(^  is  the  anxious  wish  of  the  iniliiia.and  1  have 
no 'doubt  the  soldiers  under  your  command  are 
eq^fally,  if  not  mas^,  desirous  of  the  employiuent. 

.•^y  anxiety  on  the  subject  I  trust  will  excuse 
th^* appearance  of  any  disrespect,  in  making  this 
coi}irounicatioD,  which  is  certainly  far  from  my 
fee;iogs.  My  confidence  in  the  valor,  ability,  and 
priiflence.  of  General  Harrison,  will  dlspo^e  me 
mo^t  cheerfully  to  submit  to  any  arrangements 
he  ^aay  be  bound  to  make,  however  grtat  may 
be  my  disappointment  in  their  result. 

\  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect, 
your  obedient  servant. 

GEORGE  McCLURE. 

Major  General  Harriso.n. 


ton.  The  disappointment,  however,  to  the  brave 
and  patriotic  men,  who  have  turned  out  under  the 
expectation  of  serving  their  country  effectually 
in  the  field,  at  this  inclement  sea.son,  is  the  most 
painful  circumstance  attending  it,  as  I  am  well 
convinced,  from  the  information  received  this 
morning  and  last  evening,  that  the  enemy  are  re- 
moving as  fast  as  possible  from  the  head  of  the 
lake  to  Kingston,  which  has  been  left  with  a  very 
small  part  of  the  force  that  was  lately  there;  and 
it  is  rtiore  than  probable  that,  should  we  advance 
in  force,  the  enemy  having  now  none  but  effec- 
tive men  at  Burlington,  would  destroy  the  stores 
which  they  have  remaining  there,  and  retreat  too 
rapidly  to  he  overtaken.  There  are  considerations, 
however,  which  would  make  it  extremely  desir- 
able to  make  an  expedition  of  force  in  that  quarter, 
but  the  orders  I  have  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  leave  rae  no  alternative. 

Commodore  Chauncey  is  extremely  pressing 
that  the  troops  should  immediately  embark,  de< 
daring  that  the  navigation,  at  this  season,  to  small 
vessels,  is  very  dangerous.     The   force  at   Sack- 

ett's  Harbor  is .     The  troops  at  York  are  all 

hastening  down  to  Kingston. 

Sackeit's  Harbor  may  be  endangered  by  even 
a  delay  of  a  few  days;  and  should  the  troops  that 
are  here  not  get  down  before  the  lake  is  frozen, 
our  fleet  may  be  destroyed  for  the  want  of  their  aid. 
1  cannot,  therefore,  take  upon  myself  the  respon- 
sibility of  delaying  their  going  down,  even  a  day. 
Will  you  be  so  good,  at  a  proper  time,  as  to  ex- 
plain the  abovecircumstances  to  the  patriots  who 
left  their  homes  with  the  intention  of  assisting  me 
to  drive  the  enemy  far  from  our  borders,  and  as- 
sure them  that  1  shall  ever  recollect,  with  the 
warmest  gratitude,  the  partiality  they  have  been 
pleased  to  express  for  me,  and  their  preference  of 
serving  under  my  command. 

1  will  direct  payment  to  be  made  to  the  volun- 
teers for  rations  and  forage  in  coming  out. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  hap- 
piness, and  believe  me,  sincerely,  your  friend, 
WM.  HENRY  HARRISON. 

Greneral  McClure, 


Headularter:-.  Newark, 

November  15,  1813. 

^pEAR  Sir:  Your  letter  to  me  of  this  morning 

Ip'^.   been   received.      I    feel    most   severely    the 

^•ight  of  the  reasons  which  you  urge  for  the 

pTrDsecution  of  the  intended  expedition  io  Burling- 


Extractof  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  McClure,  lo 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated. 

Fort  George,  A'or.  21,  1813. 

"My  mounted  men  have  returned  from  the 
head  of  the  lake,  having  progressed  within  sight 
of  the  enemy's  pickets  at  Sioney  creek.  Colonel 
Wilcocks,  who  commanded,  reports  that,  from 
the  best  information  he  could  collect,  the  enemy's 
force  consists  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred 
regulars,  and  nine  hundred  Indian  warriors.  They 
have  discharged  their  teams,  and.  apparently,  in- 
tend wintering  there  and  at  Burlington. 

•'It  would  be  very  desirable  to  dislodge  thera 
from  their  position,  but  I  fear  my  force  is  in- 
sufficient for  that  object.  At  this  inclement  sea- 
son it  might  be  attended  with  serious  consequences 
to  attempt  anything  more  than  desultory  excur- 
sions. The  volunteers  who  have  lately  come  in 
must,   however,  be  actively  employed,  or   they 
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will  return  to  their  homes.  The  draughted  mil- 
itia on  this  side  the  Niagara  are,  perhaps,  equal 
to  any  troops  in  the  United  States.  I  regret  that 
their  terms  of  service  will  expire  so  soon.  Per- 
mit rae  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  offering  a 
small  bounty  to  such  of  them  as  will  volunteer 
to  serve  a  longer  time  after  their  present  terra  of 
service  expires ;  say  for  one  or  two  months,  or 
until  other  troops  can  be  sent  on  to  supply  their 
places. 

"Should  I  move  with  my  troops  towards  the 
heal  of  the  lake,  the  greatest  advantage  I  can 
promise  myself  will  be  to  destroy  somecontiguous 
mills,  and  to  bring  off  a  quantity  of  flour,  which 
is  becoming  scarce  with  us." 


Albany,  NoreJtiber  25,  1813. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  has  been 
received,  and  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  a  requi- 
sition for  one  thousand  militia,  to  take  the  places 
of  those  now  with  you,  has  been  made,  and  will 
be  complied  with  as  promptly  as  possible  by  the 
Governor. 

You  say  nothing  of  the  volunteer  corps  which 
General  Porter  engaged  to  raise,  an*  which  was 
long  since  authorized  by  me.  If,  in  this  effort, 
he  has  failed,  what  are  you  to  expect  from  militia 
draughu^.  with  their  constitutional  scruples?  On 
the  other  hand,  should  he  have  succeeded,  and 
should  General  Harrison's  opinion  of  the  inten- 
tions and  movements  of  the  enemy  be  well 
founded,  your  force  will  be  competent  to  some- 
what more  than  defence. 

The  General  was  not  under  orders  to  quit  the 
Niagara  frontier  at  any  particular  time.  His 
movement,  in  this  respect,  was  matter  of  arrange- 
ment with  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  this  was 
necessarily  subject  to  considerations  arising  from 
weather  and  season. 

In  the  application  of  your  present  force,  and  in 
the  means  you  take  to  enlarge  and  continue  it 
throughout  the  Winter,  you  will  be  guided  by  the 
orders  received  from  the  commanding  General,  at 
the  time  he  left  you,  and  by  such  others  as  he  may 
give  to  you  hereafter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant. JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brigadier  General  McClore. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Mr.  Parker,  Chief  Clerk  of 
the  War  Department,  to  General  McClure,  dated 

War  Office,  November  27,  1813. 

'•In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President 
your  letters  of  the  19th  and  21st  instant,  with  their 
enclosures.  The  measures  which  you  have  adop- 
ted to  increase  your  command  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  are  approved  by  the  President. 

''Should  the  men,  whose  term  of  service  ex- 
pires in  December,  withdraw  from  the  frontier, 
there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  continuing  the 
officers  who  compose  the  court  martial,  until  they 
discharge  that  duty. 

"Although   there   is    no  law  authorizing   the 


President  to  give  a  bounty  to' such  miliiia  as  will 

remain  in  service  after  their  time  exjpi res, still,  as  ii 
would  render  your  force  more  efficient  than  a 
new  draught,  (even  if  the  men  could  be  obtained,) 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  that  you 
adopt  such  further  measures  as  will  insure  the 
protection  of  Fort  George  and  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier, until  other  means  of  defence  can  be  provided. 
"  For  this  purpose  the  Paymasters  serving  with 
your  troops,  may  be  required  to  make  such  pay- 
ments or  advances  as  you  shall  think  proper  to 
order." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  McClure, 
(New  York  militia)  to  the  ISecretary  of  War,  dated 
Niagara.  December  10.  1813. 
"  This  day  found  Fort  George  left  to  be  de- 
fended by  only  sixty  effective  regular  troops, 
under  Captains  Rodgers  and  Hampton,  of  the 
24th  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry,  and 
probably  forty  volunteers.  Within  the  last  three 
days  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia  has  been 
expiring,  and  they  have  re-crossed  the  river  al- 
most to  a  man.  Foreseeing  the  defenceless  situ- 
ation in  which  the  fort  was  left,  I  had  authorized 
some  of  my  most  active  subalterns  to  raise  volun- 
teer companies  for  two  months,  and  offered  a 
bounty,  in  addition  to  the  month's  pay.  It  is  with 
regret  I  have  to  say  that  this  expedient  failed  of 
producing  the  desired  effect.  A  very  inconsider- 
able number  indeed  were  willing  to  engage  for 
a  further  term  of  service,  on  any  conditions. 

"  From  the  most  indubitable  information,  I  learn 
that  the  enemy  are  advancing  in  force.  This 
day  a  scouting  party  of  Colonel  Wilcocks's  vol- 
unteers came  in  contact  with  their  advance  at 
Twelve  Mile  creek,  lost  four  prisoners  and  one 
killed  ;  one  of  the  former  they  gave  up  to  the  sav- 
ages. This  movement  determined  .me  in  calling 
a  council  of  the  principal  regular  and  militia 
officers  left  at  Fort  George  this  morning.  They 
all  accorded  in  opinion  that  the  fort  was  not  ten- 
able with  the  remnant  of  force  left  in  it.  I,  in 
consequence,  gave  orders  for  evacuating  the  fort 
since  dusk,  and,  with  but  three  boats,  have  brought 
over  all  the  light  artillery,  and  most  of  the  arms, 
equipage,  ammunition,  &c-  and  shall  doubtless 
have  time  to  dispose  of  the  heavy  cannon  before 
the  enemy  makes  his  appearance.  The  village 
of  Newark  is  now  in  flames;  the  few  remaining 
inhabitants  in  it,  having  been  notified  of  our  in- 
tention, were  enabled  to  remove  their  property. 
The  houses  were,  generally,  vacant  long  before. 
This  step  has  not  been  taken  without  counsel, 
and  is  in  conformity  with  the  views  of  your  Ex- 
cellency, disclosed  to  me  in  a  former  communica- 
tion. 

'■  The  enemy  are  now  completely  shut  out  from 
any  hopes  or  means  of  wintering  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  George.  It  is  truly  mortifying  to  me  that 
a  part  of  the  militia  at  least  could  not  have  been 
prevailed  on  to  continue  in  service  for  a  longer 
terra  ;  but  the  circumstance  of  their  having  to  live 
in  tents  at  this  inclement  season,  added  to  that  of 
the  Paymaster's  coming  on  only  prepared  to  fur- 
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nislj  ihcm  with  one,  out  of  three  months'  pay.  has 
ha(^  all  the  bad  effects  that  can  be  imagined. 
Thi;  be'^t  and  raost  subordinate  militia  that  have 
yet'^en  on  thi<:  frontier,  finding  that  their  wages 
•weis-  not  ready  for  them,  became,  with  some 
meqitorious  exceptions,  a  disaffected  and  ungov- 
ern."^le  multitude. 

''jkcember  11. — I  have  this  moment  received 
a  cc^nmunicaiion  from  the  Governor  of  this  State, 
covSing  a  requisition  on  Major  General  Hall  for 
one^housand  men.  It  is  probable  ihat  not  more 
thai*  six  or  seven  hundred  will  rendezvous  on  this 
froniieY,  which  will,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be 
not  piore  than  competent  to  its  proper  protection, 
as  s»:me  will  have  to  be  stationed  at  Black  Rock. 
Schjcisser.  and  Lewistown. 

^\  have  written  to  General  P.  B.  Porter,  de- 
siring him  to  employ  the  Indians  for  the  protec- 
sion  ()f  Buffalo,  until  the  detachment  arrives. 
Ourshippiog  is  in  danger.  No  exertion  will  be 
'waiiiing.  within  the  pale  of  our  limited  means, 
to  ajTurd  the  protection  contemplated," 


Lettjfr  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major  Lee,  of  the 
l^th  regiment  of  Infantry,  Deputy  Paymaster  of  the 
A^ray  at  Utica. 

^  Shelden's  November,  \.  1813. 

5^ir:  You  will  immediately  take  measures  to 
pay-off  the  brigade  of  McArthur  (1,300  men)  at 
Fo^  George,  and  the  militia,  volunteers,  and 
Indj^ani.  under  General  McClure.  Send  an  as- 
sistant, without  loss  of  time,  on  this   business, 

7     I  am,  dtc. 

;  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Extract  of  a   letter   from    Brigadier   General  George 
McClure  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 


I 


Headucabters,  Niagara, 

December  13, 1813. 

*'*Since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  the 
ene^ny  has  appeared  in  considerable  force  on  the 
op||)site  shore;  but  having  deprived  them  of  a 
shejter,  they  are  marching  up  to  Q,ueenstown, 
an(^  appear  to  be  fortifying  on  the  heights.  Sev- 
eral hundred  Indians  have  appeared.  I  have  pre- 
vaifed  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Greaves,  and  about 
cn^hundred  of  his  regiraentof  artillerists,  to  re- 
^layi  in  the  service  one  month  longer,  until  the 
detjchraent  of  militia  which  I  have  ordered  ar- 
rives here.  I  have  directed  the  Colonel,  with 
tW(^  pieces  of  artillery,  to  Lewistown,  to  open  a 
hot?  shot  on  Q,ueenstown,  and  deprive  them  of 
qUtt'rters  also.  You  will  observe  from  my  des- 
pat,:h  of  yesterday  that  every  building  in  Newark 
is  seduced  to  ashes.  The  enemy  is  much  exas- 
perated, and  will  make  a  descent  on  this  frontier, 
if  j<)ssible ;  but  I  shall  watch  ihera  close  with 
my' handful  of  men,  until  a  reinforcement  of  mil- 
itia and  volunteers  arrive,  when  I  shall  endeavor 
to  repossess  myself  of  Fort  George,  and  drive 
iti^fn  back  to  Burlington.  I  am  not  a  little  ap- 
prtjhensive  that  the  enemy  will  take  advantage 
of  khe  exposed  situation  of  Buffalo,  and  our  ship- 
pit>rg  there.     My  whole  effective  force  on  this  ex- 


tensive  frontier,  including  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Niagara,  does  not  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  I  have  sent  an  express  to  Mr.  Granger, 
the  Indian  Agent,  to  call  out  the  Indians;  an  ex- 
hibition of  two  or  three  hundred  of  tbem  will 
strike  more  terror  in  the  British  than  one  thou- 
sand militia.  Permit  me  to  observe  to  you,  sir, 
that  it  is  all  important  that  payment  should  be 
made  punctually  to  the  Indians  every  month,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  they  may  volunteer  for. 
They  are  a  people  that  cannot  be  made  to  under- 
stand the  difficulty  of  having  funds  here  at  all 
times  for  that  purpose.  I  beg  leave  to  mention 
that  Mr.  Granger  has  interested  himself  warmly 
in  support  of  the  Government,  by  his  endeavors 
to  have  the  Indians  join  us  on  every  occasion, 
and  accompanied  me  himself  on  my  late  expe- 
dition to  the  twenty . 

"This  day  I  start  to  Buffalo,  which  pUce  I 
shall  make  my  headquarters.  I  will  reinforce 
this  garrison  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean 
time,  nothing  shall  be  wanted  on  my  part  to  pro- 
mote the  views  of  the  Government,  and  protect 
the  defenceless  inhabitants  of  this  frontier." 


Headquarters.  Buffalo, 

DecembfT  22,  1813. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  an- 
nouncing to  you  the  mortifying  intelligence  of 
the  loss  of  Fort  Niagara.  On  the  morning  of  the 
18th  instant,  about  four  o'clock,  the  enemy  crossed 
the  river  at  Five  Mile  Meadows,  in  great  force, 
consisting  of  regulars  and  Indians,  who  made  their 
way  undiscovered  to  the  garrison,  which,  from 
the  most  correct  information  I  can  collect,  was 

I  completely  surprised.  Our  men  were  nearly  all 
asleep  in  their  tents;  the  enemy  rushed  in  and 
commenced  a  most  horrible  slaughter.  Such  as 
escaped  the  fury  of  the  first  onset,  retired  to  the 
old  messhouse,  where  they  kept  up  a  destructive 
hre  on  the  enemy,  until  a  want  of  ammunition 
compelled  them  to  surrender. 

Although  our  force  was  very  inferior,  and  com- 
paratively very  small  indeed,  I  am  induced  to 
think  that  the  disaster  is  not  attributable  to  any 
want  of  troops,  but  to  gross  neglect  in  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  fort,  (Captain  Leonard,) 
in  not  preparing,  being  ready,  and  looking  out  for 
the  expected  attack, 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  correctly  the 
number  of  killed  and  wounded.  About  twenty 
regulars  have  escaped  out  of  the  fort — some  badly 
wounded.     Lieutenant   Peck,  24lh  regiment,    is 

I  killed,  and  it  is  said  three  others. 

I      You  will  perceive,  sir.  by  the  enclosed  general 

I  orders,  that  I  apprehended  an  attack,  and  made 
the  necessary  arrangements  to  meet  it,  but  have 
reason  to  believe,  from  information  received  by 
those  who  have  made  their  escape,  that  the  com- 
mandant did  not  in  any  way  comply  with  those 
orders. 

On  the  same  morning  a  detachment  of  militia, 
under  Major  Bennet,  stationed  at  Lewistown 
heights,  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  savages;  but 
the  Major  and  his  little  corps,  by  making  a  des- 
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perate  charge,  effected  their  retreat,  after  being  J  given  himself  up ;  that  he  and  family  are  now  oa 


surrounded  by  several  hundred,  with  the  loss  of 
six  or  eight,  who  doubtless  were  killed,  among 
whom  were  two  sons  of  Captain  Jones,  Indian 
interpreter.  The  villages  of  Ycungstown.  Lew- 
istown, Manchester,  and  the  Indian  Tuscarora 
Tillage,  were  reduced  to  ashes,  and  the  inoffensive 
inhabitants  who  could  not  escape  were,  without 
regard  to  age  or  sex,  inhumanly  butchered  by 
savages,  headed  by  British  officers  painted.  A 
British  officer,  who  is  taken  prisoner,  avows  that 
many  small  children   were  murdered  by  the  In 


the  Canadian  side  of  the  strait.  It  was  not  with- 
out some  rfluctance  that  I  left  hini  in  immediate 
command  of  the  fort;  but  there  was  no  alterna- 
tive, as  he  outranked  every  other  officer.  His 
uniform  attachment  to  British  men  and  meas- 
ures, added  to  the  circumstance  of  his  not  effect- 
ing his  escape  when  in  his  power,  strengthens  me 
in  a  ^uspicion  that  tnere  was  a  secret  understand- 
ing with  regard  lo  this  disgraceful  lran^action. 
••  Permit  me  to  suggest  to  you.  sir.  that,  unless 


regular  troops  are  sent  to  this  frontier  imraedi- 
dians.  Major  Mallory.  who  was  stationed  at  ately,  the  enemy  will  penetrate  into  the  interior 
Schlosser  with  about  forty  Canadian  volunteers,  of  our  country,  and  lay  waste  all  before  them, 
advancetl   to  Lewistown  heights,  and  compelled  '  The  militia  will  do  to  act  with  regulars,  but  not 


the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy  to  fall  back  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  Major  is  a  meri- 
torious officer.  He  fought  the  enemy  two  days, 
and  contended  every  inch  of  ground  to  the  Tan- 


without  them.  In  spite  of  all  my  exertions  to 
insure  subordination,  my  late  detachment  ulti- 
mately proved  to  be  very  little  belter  than  an  in- 
furiated mob.     It  was  not,  however,  the  fault  of 


tawanty  creek.  In  these  actions  Lieutenant  Lowe,  the  privates,  but  of  such  officers  as  were  seeking 
23d  regiment  United  States'  Army,  and  eight  of  popularity,  and  who,  on  that  account,  were  afraid 
the  Canadian  volunteers,  were  killed.  I  had  my-  '  of  enforcing  subordination,  and  introducing  strict 
self,  three  days  previous  to  the  attack  on  Niagara,    discipline. 

left  it  with  a  view  of  providing  for  the  defence  "I  have  collected,  from  the  different  recruiting 
of  this  place.  Black  Rock,  and  the  other  villages  i  rendezvous,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  sol- 
on  this  frontier.    I  came  here  without  troops,  and    diers.  and  put  them  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 


hare  called  out  the  militia  of  Genesee,  Niagara, 
and  Chateaugay  counties,  en  masse. 

This  place  was  then  thought  to  be  in  most  im- 
minent danger,  as  well  as  the  shipping,  but  I  have 


tenant  Riddle,  of  the  15ih  United  States'  infan- 
try, an  excellent  and  deserving  officer. 

"  I  cannot  conclude  this  communication  with- 
out  reporting  the  conduct  of  Doctor   Cyrenius 


no  doubt  IS  now  perfectly  secure.    Volunteers  are  '  Chapin,  (late  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  volunteers.) 
coming  in  in  great  numbers.    Th«y  are,  however.    To  him.  m  a  great  measure,  ought  all  our  disas 


a  species  of  troops  that  cannot  be  expected  to 
continue  in  service  for  a  long  time.  In  a  few 
days  1,000  detached  militia,  lately  draughted,  will 
be  on, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

GEO.  McCLURE, 
Brigadier  (ieneral.  commanding. 
Hon.  J.Armstrong,  Sec''i'yof  \yar. 


ters  to  be  imputed.  His  publications  in  the  Buf- 
falo Gazette,  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  Bur- 
lington, I  fear  had  the  desired  effect.  I  have  found 
him  an  unprincipled  disorganizer.  Since  dismiss- 
ing him  and  his  marauding  corps,  he  has  been 
guilty  of  the  most  outrageous  acts  of  mutiny,  if 
not  of  treason.     When  I  came  to  Buffalo,  accom- 


Ab«  tract 


panied  only  by  my  suite,  he  headed  a  mob  for^he 

purpose  of  doing  violence  to  my  feelings  and  per- 

act  of  the  Morning  Report  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  \  ^o"  5  an<J  when  marching  to  the  Rock,  at  the  time 

Niagara,  commanded  by  Captain  Leonard.  j  of  an  alarm,  hve  or  six  guns  were  discharged  at 

'  me  by  his  men." 


Dece.mber  15,  1813. 


Captain  Leonard's  comp'y,  total  present  74  absent  19 
Captain  Hampton's     do.  do.  88     do.      17 

Lieutenant  Peck's       do.  do.  118     do,       9 

Lieut.  Frederick's        do.  do.  44 


Total  present 
Aggregate 


324  absent  4.5 
369 


LOO.MIS, 
Lieutenant,  and  Acting  Adjutant. 
JOHN  WILSON. 

Brigade  Major. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  General  Lewis  Cass  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  Wilhamsville,  eleven  miles 
East  of  Buffalo,  January  12,  1814. 

'      '•'  I  passed  this  day  the  ruins  of  Buffalo.     It  ex- 
hibits a  scene  of  distress  and  destruction  such  as 
i  1  have  never  before  witnessed. 

"  The  events  which  have  recently  transpired  in 
this  quarter  have  been  so  astonishing  and  unez- 
I  peeled,  that  I  have  been  induced  to  make  some 
j  inquiry  into  their  causes  and  progress  ;  and  doubt- 
■  ing  whether  you  have  received  any  correct  infor- 
j  mation  upon  the  subject,  I  now  trouble  you  with 
j  the  detail. 

I  "The  fall  of  Niagara  has  been  owing  to  the 
most  criminal  negligence.  The  force  in  it  was 
fully  competent  to  its  defence.     The  command- 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  George  McClure  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Batavia,  December  25,  1813. 

"It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that,  on  the  night  on  ing  officer,  Captain  Leonard,  it  is  confidently  said, 
which  Fort  Niagara  was  captured,  Capt.  Leonard  !  was  at  his  own  house,  three  miles  from  the  fort, 
was  much  intoxicated,  and  left  the  fort  about  11  and  all  the  officers  appear  to  have  rested  in  as 
o'clock.   P,  M,      1  am  assured  that  he  has  since  |  much  security  as  though   no  enemy   was  near 


2479 


APPENDIX. 


2480 


i 


m 


m 


yaiiure  of  the  Northern  Armif. 


them.  Captain  Rodgers  and  Captaio  HauptuD. 
both  of  the  24th,  had  companies  in  the  fort.  Both 
of  |hera  were  absent  from  it.  Their  conduct 
ou^t  to  be  strictly  investigated.  I  am  also  told 
thai  Major  Wallace  of  the  5th  was  in  the  fort. 
He.:iscaped,  and  is  now  at  Erie. 

''rThe  circumstances  atte.Tding  the  destruction 
of  l3uffalo  you  will  have  learned  before  this 
reaches  you.  But  the  force  of  the  euemy  has 
beep  greatly  magnified.  From  the  most  careful 
eza|ainalion.  I  am  satisfied  that  not  more  than 
sixviundred  and  fifty  men,  of  regulars,  militia, 
ani^  Indians,  landed  at  Black  Rock.  To  oppose 
the|e.  we  had  from  two  thousand  five  hundred  to 
Ihrje  thousand  militia.  All,  except  very  few  of 
behaved  in  the  most  cowardly  manner. 
^y  fled  without  discharging  a  musket.  The 
ly  continued  on  this  side  of  the  river  till  Sat- 
ly.  All  their  movements  betrayed  symptoms 
ipprehension.  A  vast  quantity  of  property 
waA  left  in  the  town  uninjured,  and  the  Ariel, 
wl^ch  lies  four  miles  above  upon  the  beach,  is 
saft-.  Since  the  1st  instant  they  have  made  no 
mfxvement.  They  continue  in  the  possession  of 
Niiigara,  and  probably  will  retain  it  until  a  force 
coiipetent  to  its  reduction  arrives  in  its  vicinity." 


liobert  Lee.  late  of  Lewistown,  in  the  county 
of  "Niagara,  and  State  of  New  York,  gentleman, 
of  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  being  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  some 
seten  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  19th  of 
Dfvember  last,  he,  this  deponent,  resided  in  Fort 
Niigara.  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  private 
business;  that,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  the  said  fort  was  attacked  or  entered 
by  the  British.  The  garrison  was  not  alarmed 
wl'ien  the  enemy  entered  the  gates  of  the  fort. 
Seme  firing  took  place  after  they  entered  the 
W(>rks,  particularly  between  the  guard  at  the 
Suuiheast  block-house,  and  the  sick  in  the  hos- 
piwi  at  the  red  barracks,  on  the  part  of  the  Amer- 
icios,  with  the  enemy.  This  deponent  is  positive 
th^t  there  were  about  four  hundred  men  of  all  de- 
sc^ptions  in  the  fort  immediately  before  taken, 
aAl  that  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  that  number 
w<^e  capable  and  willing  to  bear  arms  in  that 
w^y,  vu :  firing  on  the  enemy  from  the  biock- 
ho^i8es,  dec.  The  principal  resistance  the  enemy 
in«.'t  with  was  from  (he  sick  in  the  red  barracks, 
and  the  guard  at  the  Southeast  block-house,  be- 
forementioned.  The  sick  in  the  red  barracks,  as 
this  deponent  is  infoimed,  and  from  what  he  saw 
be, believes,  were  nearly  all  slaughtered.  The 
British  force  that  look  possession  of  the  fort  were 
in  ^Qumber  about  four  hundred,  commanded  by 
Culcnel  Murray,  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm 
in  i-ntering  the  gate,  and  was  succeeded  in  com- 
msuid  by  Colonel  Hamilton.  From  the  British 
orikr  of  congratulation,  that  issued  on  the  same 
mcn'oing,  it  appeared  that  the  Americans  had  lost 
sixiy-five  killed  and  fifteen  wounded,  which 
Witunds  were  principally  by  the  bayonet,  as  ex- 
pri.-ssed  in  the  order;  but  the  above  order  issued 


and  did  not  include  a  number  that  were  after- 
wards found  bayoneted  in  the  cellars  of  the 
houses.  This  deponent  thinks  that  our  loss  in 
killed  in  the  whole  amounted  at  least  to  eighty. 
It  was  a  matter  of  frequent  conversation  and  ex- 
ultation among  the  British  non-commissiuned 
officers  and  soldiers,  while  this  deponent  was 
under  guard,  that  they  bayoneted  the  Americans, 
notwithstanding  their  crying  out  for  quarter.  A 
subaltern  officer  and  about  twenty  privates  made 
their  escape  from  the  fort  by  scaling  the  pickets. 
Captain  Leonard,  the  American  commander,  was, 
at  the  time  the  fort  was  taken,  at  his  farm,  about 
two  miles  distant,  and,  hearing  the  attack,  made 
towards  the  fort,  and  at  no  great  distance  from  it 
was  made  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  and  was  kept 
in  close  confinement  for  two  days  and  a  half,  and 
how  much  longer  this  deponent  does  not  know. 
The  American  soldiers  were  kept  two  days  in 
close  and  miserable  confinement,  without  the  use 
ol  provisions,  and  with  a  very  scanty  supply  of 
wood  and  water;  at  the  expiration  of  which  the 
citizens  and  soldiers  were  crossed  over  the  river, 
and  lodged  in  a  part  of  what  had  been  the  British 
magazine  at  Fort  George,  the  residue  in  open 
plank  and  board  huts;  in  both  situations  it  was 
impossible  to  lay  down.  The  magazine  was  so 
filthy  that  many  of  the  prisoners  became  infested 
with  vermin,  and  in  that  situation  remained  seven 
days.  The  citizens  were  then  removed  to  a  brick 
building  up  near  Q,ueenstown,  where  they  were 
so  much  crowded  that  no  kind  of  comfort  wa.s  to 
be  taken  either  by  day  or  night.  The  supply  of 
provisions  was  not  only  scanty,  but  of  the  very 
worst  kind  ;  beef  of  the  most  inferior  and  repul- 
sive quality,  and  bread,  the  quality  of  which  can- 
not be  described.  The  water  that  they  used,  both 
there  and  at  the  magazine,  they  had  to  purchase. 
This  deponent  believes  that,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  an  individual  in  Upper  Canada,  himself, 
together  with  ten  other  American  citizens,  were 
permitted,  on  the  13th  instant,  to  cross  to  the 
United  States.  The  residue  of  the  citizens,  to  the 
amount  of  about  seventy,  were  marched,  on  the 
12th,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  Burlington  heights  ; 
and  this  deponent  was  informed  that  from  thence 
they  would  be  sent  to  Kingston.  The  women 
and  children  taken  at  and  near  Lewistown  were 
stripped  of  their  clothing,  and  taken  across  the 
river.     And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

ROBERT  LEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  18th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814,  before  me, 

J.  HARRISON, 

Master  in  Chancery. 


ON 


THE    MANNER   IN    WHICH    THE  WAR 
HAS  BEEN  CONDUCTED. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  21,  1814.] 
Wythe.  Va.,  Ftb.  8,  1814. 
Sir  :  For  the  information  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, or  any  committee  of  that  House  who 
Tery  soon  after  they  took  possession  of  the  fort,]  may  have  under  consideration  either  the  manner 
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io  which  tiie  war  has  been  conducted,  or  my  con- 
duct as  an  officer  of  the   Army  of  the  United 
States,  I  enclose  to  you  some  documents,  mostly  i 
originals,  numbered  from    one  to  sixty-one   in- 
clusive. 

Should  those  papers  be  necessary  to  me.  for 
any  purpose,  at  any  time,  no  doubt  they  will  be 
safe  among  the  archives  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  delivered  on  application  to  me  or 
my  order. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  dbc, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 

Hon.  L.  Chevcs, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 


^  No.  1. 

General  Orders. 

Headqcarters,  Green  Bc8h, 

September  13,  1813. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  will  pro- 
ceed to  Niagara  and  lake  the  command  of  the 
brigade  composed  of  the  fifth,  twelfth,  thirteenth, 
fourteenth,  and  twentieth  regiments  of  infantry, 
as  they  arrive  at,  or  near,  Niagara,  and  he  will 
be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly.  On  his 
arrival  at  Niagara,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Major 
General  Van  Rensselaer's  headquarters,  he  will 
report  himself  to  that  officer. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Dearborn. 

E.  BEEBE, 
Acting  Deputy  Adjutant  General. 


No.  2. 

Headquarters,  Gree.nbuph, 
October  4,  1812. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th,  by  Captain  Dox, 
has  been  received.  Before  this  reaches  you,  I 
trust  the  reinforcements  will  generally  have  ar- 
rived. I  have  made  every  eSon  in  my  power  to 
have  sufficient  quantities  of  ammunition,  cloth- 
ing, medicine,  arms,  &.r.,  forwarded,  but  not  with 
all  the  success  I  could  have  wished.  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  send  on  until  I  am  satisfied  there  will  be 
an  ample  supply.  It  rests  with  you  to  determine 
the  proper  time  for  acting  offensively.  You  will, 
however,  perceive  the  expediency  of  consulting 
the  principal  officers. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  tiie  enemy  might  at- 
tempt a  stroke  at  the  naval  armament  preparing 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  it  being  of  the  first  im- 
portance that  no  interruption  should  retard  the 
progress  of  those  operations,  I  doubt  the  expe- 
diency of  withdrawing  any  part  of  the  force  from 
that  place  at  present.  When  the  troops  destined 
for  your  post  shall  have  arrived,  your  total  force 
must  exceed  7,000  men.  which,  I  presume,  will 
be  sufficient  for  all  contemplated  purposes. 

I  confidently  calculate  on  a  co-operation  by  the 
way  of  Detroit,  and  on  important  aid  from  the 
naval  department.  It  will  be  advisable  to  strike 
at  Kingston  from  Sackett's  Harbor, or  its  vicinity, 
or  at  least  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
in   that  direction,    by  such   movement   as    will 


threaten  a  blow.  If  we  should  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  obtain  the  command  of  the  lake.  Kingston  and 
the  country  about  it  may  be  taken  possession  of, 
and  all  the  supplies  in  that  direction  may  be  cut 
ofif.  You  should  have  as  many  flat  boats  (and 
scows,  if  possible)as  will  be  sufficient  to  transport 
5,000  men,  with  field  pieces  and  artillery  horses, 
at  once,  with  the  aid  of  such  other  vessels  as  can 
be  readily  procured. 

The  contractor  should  be  reminded  of  the  ne- 
cesi>ity  of  having  a  sufficient  stock  of  provisions 
on  hand  for  two  months,  exclusive  of  the  current 
issues. 

It  will  be  proper  that  a  correspondence  be  kept 
up  by  expresses,  between  you  and  General  Har- 
rison, which  will  enable  you  to  ascertain  his 
movements ;  but  if  we  should  be  fortunate  enough 
to  cDmmand  Lake  Ontario,  we  ought  to  possess 
ourselves?  of  that  part  of  Canada  bordering  on 
tiie  lake,  including  the  vicinity  of  Niagara,  whe- 
ther Harrison  succeeds  or  not. 

I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  General  Amherst's 
order  at  Fort  Edward,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1759. 
The  authority  must  be  respected  by  every  Brit- 
ish officer.  It  will  be  expedient  for  you  to  have 
such  an  order  published,  with  such  alterations 
only  as  the  change  in  circum^^tances,  in  a  national 
view,  has  rendered  necessary ;  and  it  might  be 
well  to  quote  the  authority  referred  to. 

I  have  considered  it  fortunate  to  find  such  an 
order  from  so  respectable  a  source.  It  is  con- 
tained in  the  '*  Historical  Journal  of  the  Cam- 
paigns in  North  America,  in  the  years  1757,  '58, 
'59,  and  '6ii,  by  Captain  John  Knox,"  published 
in  England  in  1769. 

With  high  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer. 

P.  S.  I  am  just  informed  that  General  Harri- 
son will  be  at  Detroit  by  the  loth  of  this  month 
at  the  farthest.  Forts  Harrison  and  Wayne  have 
been  relieved,  and  the  Indians  dispersed. 


No.  3. 

Inspector's  Report  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

commanded  by  Colonel  Thomas  Parker. 

Officers,  non-commissioned  Officers,  and  Pri- 
vates.— The  character  of  Colonel  Parker  is  too 
well  known  at  the  War  Office  to  require  com- 
ment. Major  Campbell  will  doubtless  make  a 
most  valuable  officer.  The  company  officers  are 
yet  very  ignorant  of  their  duty;  but  they  gene- 
rally appear  to  be  very  intelligent  young  men. 
and  gentlemen.  The  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  are.  with  scarcely  an  exception,  ex- 
cellent recruits. 

Arms.  Accoutrements,  and  Ammunition The 

muskets  are  good,  but  some  few  of  them  out  of 
repair.  No  gun  slings  have  been  furnished;  nei- 
ther has  there  been  a  sufficiency  of  screw-drivers, 
worms,  picks,  or  brushes,  supplied.  The  knap- 
sacks are  very  bad,  as  are  likewise  the  canteens. 
The  regiment  has  only  about  twenty-three  rounds 
of  ball  cartridge,  and  not  two  flints  per  man;  and 
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th^re   is  do  ammunition    in  store  at  this  place. 
T|e  cartridjjes  are  many  of  them  very  bad. 
.t^lothing  and  Pay. — Thougli  the  month  of  Oc- 


tents  never  were  good ;  and  have  been  so  much 
abused  on  the  march  to  this  place,  that  they  afford 
little  protection  from  the  weather.     Camp  kettles 


to&er  is  partly  gone,  yet,  strange  to  tell,  this  regi-  [  and  tin  pans,  good  and  complete;  axes  and  spades, 

mCnt  has  not  received  a  single  article  of  woollen  .     -      --  — 

cli^thing.     All   the   men  are  without  coats,  and 

have  been   obliged   to  mount  guard,  during  the 

cojd  and  siormy  weather  which  we  have  had  for 

a  week  past,  m  their  linen  jackets  and  overalls. 

Unless    immediate    steps    are    taken    to    furnish 

proper  clothing,  the  men   must  all  fall  victims  to 

ihi  neglect.     Paid  up  to  the  31st  of  August. 

4 'amp  E(fiiipage,  Stationery  Hospital  Stores, 
<^c. — The  rents  are  very  bad.  Camp  kettles  and 
tir^  pans,  good  and  complete.  Axes  and  spades, 
ba^  and  incomplete.     No  stationery. 

jfhe Surgeon  complains  that  he  is  without medi- 
ci^.  hospital  stores,  or  surgical  instruments. 

yrorisioiu. — Colonel  Parker  states  that  he  re- 
ceives good  provisions  for  his  regiment. 

ijiscipline. — Captains  Sangster's  and  Page's 
cofiipanies  are  very  raw,  and  ignorant  of  their 
du^y.  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  men 
ar^  recruits,  and  have  just  come  off  a  long  and 
fatiguing  march,  the  state  of  Captain  Morgan's 
company  does  him  honor,  but  its  discipline  is 
stgl  very  imperfect, 

WILL.  KING, 
Capt.  and  Assist.  Insp.  U.  S.  Army. 

k'.AMv  NEAR  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  Oct.  5.  1812. 


f  No.  4. 

Irj|«pector's  Report  on  the  state  of  the  Fourteenth  Regi- 
Snent  of  Infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel  William 
J{.  Winder. 

^OJficers,  non-commissioned  Officers,  and  Pri- 
Vf^es. — The  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  ap- 
pfjiJr  to  have  taken  great  pains  to  acquire  a  know- 
It'ge  of  the  duties  of  their  stations.  The  com- 
p!?iiy  officers  are  almost  as  ignorant  of  their  duly 
as,  when  they  entered  service.  The  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  are  generally  only 
to^erably  good  recruits.  ' 

i^Arms.  Accoutrements,  and  Ammunition. — The  ' 
a^us  of  this  regiment  are  in  infamously  bad  order.  , 
T}«ey  appear  to  be  old  muskets  that  have  proba-  j 
bl":"  been  bought  up  at  reduced  prices  by  the  con-  ' 
tractors   or   other    public    agents,    and    are    now 
gl^ced  in  the  hands  of  men  who  are  almost  within  ' 
gunshot   of   the   enemy.     The  Inspector  has  no 
hesitation  in  giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  at  least 
oje-fifth  of  them  are  unfit  for  service ;  and  he  be- 
li^^ves,  were  they  to  undergo  a  critical  inspection,  j 
a-ynuch  larger  proportion  of  them  would  be  con-  I 
dfinned.     The  cartridge  boxes, bayonet  scabbards, 
aud  belts,  are  good  ;  the  knapsacks  are  very  bad.  , 


very  bad.  No  supply  of  stationery.  The  sur- 
geon states  he  is  without  medicine,  hospital  stores, 
and  surgical  instruments. 

Clothing  and  Pay. — Though  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober is  partly  gone,  yet, strange  to  tell,  this  regi- 
ment has  not  received  a  single  article  of  woollen 
clothing.  All  the  men  are  without  coats,  and 
many  without  shoes  or  stockings  ;  and  have  been 
obliged  to  mount  guard,  during  the  cold  and 
stormy  weather  which  we  have  had  for  a  week 
past,  barefooted,  and  in  their  linen  jackets  and 
overalls.  Unless  immediate  steps  are  taken  to 
supply  proper  clothing,  the  men  must  all  fall  vic- 
tims to  the  neglect.     Paid  up  to  the  31st  of  July. 

Provisions. — The  Lieutenant  Colonel  states 
that  the  regiment  is  supplied  with  very  bad  pro- 
visions. 

Discipline. — The  regiment  is  composed  entirely 
of  recruits ;  they  appear  to  be  almost  as  ignorant 
of  their  duty  as  it  they  had  never  seen  a  camp, 
and  scarcely  know  on  which  shoulder  to  carry 
the  musket.  They  are  mere  militia,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, even  worse;  and  if  taken  into  action  in 
their  present  state,  will  prove  more  dangerous  to 
themselves  than  to  their  enemy. 

WILL.  KING, 
Capt.  and  Assist.  Insp.  Gen.  U.  S.A. 

Ca.mp  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  (^t.  5,  1812. 


No.  5. 
Colonel  P.  P.  Schuyler  to  General  Smyth,  dated 
October  9,  1812,  11  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Sir:  The  brig  Adams  has  been  on  fire  about 
twenty  minutes,  and  will  soon  be  con.-uraed.    We 
have  saved  some  property  that  was  on  board,  and 
taken  three  prisoners.     Milton  is  now  crossing  to 
our  shore.     Brock  has  arrived  opposite,  with  a 
very  superior  force.     I  wait  your  orders. 
Respectfully, 

P.  P.  SCHUYLER,  Colonel. 


No.  6. 
Major  General  Hall  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 

Buffalo,  October  12,  1812. 
Sir:  Will   you   have  the  goodness  to  inform 
me  what  time  you  will  meet  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer, agreeably  to  his  request,  at  Niagara? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  HALL. 
N.  B.    I  was  at  the  Rock   this  morning,  and 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  firing  from  the  British 


Nvither  gun  slings,  picks,  nor  brushes,  have  been  '  shore.     It  was  said  that  some  troops  were  march- 


fijrnished  ;  nor  has  a  sufficient  number  of  screw- 
drivers and  worms  been  supplied.  This  regiment 
bj->  a  large  supply  jf  ball  cartridges,  powder,  and 
Uad,  but  a  considerable  proportion  of  it  is  very 
lad;  some  of  the  cartridges  are  said  to  have  been 
liiade  up  in  1794.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  flints. 
,  Camp   Equipage.  Hospital  Stores,  fc. — The 

t 


ing  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Lieutenant 
Elliot  was  apprehensive  they  might  get  artillery 
on  the  island,  and  destroy  his  vessels,  unless  men 
were  placed  on  the  ivland  to  prevent  a  landing. 
You  wUl  be  able  to  judge  the  necessary  force. 
Yours,  A.  H. 

Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
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Manner  in  which  the  War  kcu  been  conducted. 


No.  7. 
Brigadier  General  Smith  to  Major  General  Van  Rens- 

selaer. 

Camp  near  Buffalo,  Oct.  12,  1812.      \ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- , 
ceipt  of  your  letter  at  10  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  bad- 
ness of  the  weather  and  roads  harassed  the  troops 
yesterday  more  than  can  well  be  conceived;  to- 
morrow, I  expect  their  clothing,  and  they  will 
wash.  Next  day,  they  might  march,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twelve  hundred  effective  men,  but  imper- 
fectly disciplined. 

It  is  said  the  enemy  are  in  considerable  force 
opposite  to  Black  Rock  ;  and  as  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nels Scott  and  Chrysiie  have  arrived  with  you, 
the  time  for  attack  is  favorable  ;  and  may  you 
conquer  is  my  prayer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  <tc., 

ALEXANDER  S.MYTH, 

Brigadier  (Seneral. 
Maj.  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer. 

i 

No.  8. 

Extract  of  a   letter  from  General  Smyth  to  General 
Shcafc,  dated 

October  18.  1812. 
"  As  I  am  averse  to  taking  a  single  life,  or  oc- 
casioning a  single  calamity,  without  an  object,  I 
propose  a  further  continuance  of  the  armistice, 
indefinitely,  each  party  to  have  a  right  to  termi- 
nate it,  giving  thirty  hours  notice  to  the  other 
party;  the  armistice  to  extend  along  the  frontier 
from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Ontario." 


Ca.mp  on  the  Mountain. 
October  19,  1812,  Go'c/ocA:,  .4.  M. 

Sir  :  I  shall  immediately  proceed  to  Schlosser, 
to  await  your  further  orders.  It  would  be  pleas- 
ing to  me  to  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  our  ultimate 
destination  before  the  weather  becomes  more  in- 
clement. 

I  will  thank  you  to  give  an  order  on  the  Q,uar- 
termaster  for  eighty  blankets,  and  thread  to  make 
watch  coats  for  my  regiment.  Indeed,  if  in  your 
opinion  it  could  be  justified,  I  could  wish  that 
every  man  could  be  furnished  with  one.  Those 
I  now  ask  for  are  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
guards. 

With  the  highest  regard  and  respect,  I  am,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  PARKER, 

Colonel  \2th  Infantry. 


(an  admirable  officer)  to  Fort  Niagara;  on  the 
19th  I  broke  up  the  camp  at  Lewistown,  ordered 
the  militia,  such  as  had  not  deserted  and  except- 
ing the  artillery,  to  Schlosser;  the  artillery  were 
put  under  Colonel  Winder's  command,  and  would 
most  of  them  lake  post  on  the  mountain  opposite 
Q,ueenstown.  Colonel  Parker,  with  the  detach- 
ments of  the  12ih  and  20ih,  will  take  post  on  a 
small  creek  near  Black  Rock,  and  collect  the 
boats.  Colonel  Schuyler,  with  the  detacliments 
of  the  5th  and  13th,  will  take  a  position  near 
him.     The  volunteers  will  encamp  near  Buffalo. 

In  the  small  creek  I  mention,  I  wish  to  have 
one  hundred  boats  that  will  carry  across  at  once 
four  thousand  men,  and  twenty  or  thirty  scows 
or  flats,  to  take  over  artillery  or  cavalry.  And 
if  you  will  increase  my  force  to  eight  thousand 
men,  with  twenty  pieces  of  light  and  field  artil- 
lery, and  some  troops  of  cavalry.  I  will  enter  Can- 
ada, and  leave  the  rest  to  Heaven. 

Place  no  confidence  in  detached  militia.  They 
have  disgraced  the  nation.  Do  not  rely  on  the 
contractor  for  provisions.  He  has  no  salt  meat, 
and  only  damaged  flour.  If  you  have  any  com- 
passion OD  the  service,  send  money  either  to 
Lieutenant  Allison,  my  brigade  quartermaster,  or 
to  some  public  agent  under  my  orders.  Without 
it  we  cannot  supply  the  contractor's  deficiencies  ; 
we  cannot  get  transportation  by  land,  build  boats, 
procure  forage,  or  anything  else,  wanted  by  the 
army. 

Give  me  here  a  clear  stage,  men,  and  money, 
and  I  will  retrieve  your  affairs  or  perish. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 


No.  9. 
Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Near  Buffalo,  October  20,  1812. 
Sib:  On  the  16lh  instant.  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer, by  a  general  order,  invested  me  with  the 
command  of  the  troops  between  the  Lakes  Erie 
and  Ontario,  with  power  to  order  general  courts 
martial,  and  exetcise  the  authority  of  commander 
of  a  great  military  district. 

On  the  18th  instant,  I  ordered  Colonel  Winder 


No.  10. 
The  Secretary  of  War  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
War  Depart.ment,  Nov.  4,  1812. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  October  20th  has  been  re- 
ceived. On  the  21st  of  October  Major  General 
Dearborn  reported  to  ihis  Department  that  he 
had  granted  General  Van  Rensselaer's  request  to 
retire  from  his  command  ;  that  he  had  directed 
him  to  give  over  his  command  to  you  ;  and  that 
he  had  written  you  ''  in  a  particular  and  explicit 
manner."  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  ser- 
vice to  require  to  be  informed  that  all  communi- 
cations respecting  your  command  should  be  di- 
rected to  that  officer.  A  copy  of  your  letter  has 
been  enclosed  to  General  Dearborn. 

Such  ordnance  as  he  may  assign  to  Niagara 
must  be  sent  from  Albany.  Transportation, 
whether  by  boats  or  wagons,  is  furnished  by  the 
Q,uartermaster'i3  department ;  and  in  case  of  fail- 
ure or  deficiency  in  rations,  purchases  should  be 
made  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  contract, 
for  which  purpose  bills  may  be  drawn  on  this 
Department,  properly  advised,  that  the  contractor 
may  be  made  accountable. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EUSTIS. 

Brigadier  General  A.  Smyth, 

Buffalo,  New  York, 
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Manner  tn  i^ich  the  War  hat  been  conducted. 


i  No.  11. 

Cfclonel  Parker's  Report  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 

•-Colone!  Parker  has  the  honor  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Smyth  that,  agreeably  to  his  orders,  he  has 
cav»^<l  •'^  ^^  collected  all  the  boats  that  could  be 
fiund  last  evening,  and  had  them  carried  up  the 
cl<«pk  to  an  old  field  about  a  mile  above  the  bridge, 
T^iere  they  are  left  under  a  small  guard. 

;,He  has  also  obtained  a  promise  from  Lieuten- 
a£t  Angus,  of  the  Navy,  to  send  out  a  party  of 
sXlors  to  collect  all  the  boats  he  can  find  on  the 
cj«st.  and  convey  them  to  the  same  place. 

"Colonel  Parker  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to 
the^  General,  the  propriety  of  placing  these  boats 
under  the  charge  of  a  careful  officer ;  and.  as 
njMiy  of  thera  are  leaky  ani  scarce  of  oars,  have 
the-tn  carefully  prepared  for  service. 

From  report.  Colonel  Parker  is  of  opinion  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  will  probably  urge  a  de- 
s<^t)t  on  Canada  this  Fall ;  but  he  supposes  that 
aidiscretionary  power  will  eeitainly  be  given  to 
tl^  commanding  ofiicer  on  the  lines.  From  the 
p^sent  state  of  the  Q,uartermaster's  and  Cora- 
n»'i<sary's  departments  ;  from  the  almost  total 
VAOt  of  discipline  in  the  regular  troops  ;  and 
from  the  little  confidence  that  can  be  placed  in 
th»*  militia  force;  it  would  appear  that  a  suc- 
Cvssful  issue  could  hardly  be  expected,  and  de- 
feat might  prove  highly  injurious  to  our  country. 
It  iheGeneral'sattentionshould  be  entirely  turned 
u'i  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  even  to  the  10th  of 
o^xt  month,  it  is  feared  that,  after  that  period,  it 
would  be  too  late  to  put  the  troops  under  a  com- 
fc«-table  cover  before  the  Winter  sets  in,  which 
nfi^bt  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  conse- 
qliences.  Would  it  not.  therefore,  be  better  to 
djftail  six  or  eight  men,  best  qualified  for  the  ser- 
vjce,  from  each  company,  to  commence  the  build- 
ii^g  the  huts  while  the  residue  are  employed  on 
d^ill? 

While  Colonel  Parker  has  taken  the  liberty  of 
niaking  the  foregoing  observations,  he  begs  leave 
to  assure  the  General  of  his  entire  submission  to 
b^s  better  judgment,  and  of  his  determination  to 
j^omote  his  views  by  every  exertion  that  his  fee- 
ble health  and  abilities  will  permit. 

jOcTOBER  22,  1812. 

\  No.  12. 

.Aj«*jor  General  Dearborn  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 

t  HEAOaUARTERS,  GrEENBDSH. 

';  October  21.  1812. 

;  Sir  :  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer  having 
communicated  a  wish  to  retire  from  bis  com- 
ruand.  I  have  acquiesced  in  his  request,  and 
hj^ve  desired  him  to  give  over  the  command 
Vi^hich  he  held  to  you.  and  to  give  you  copies  of 
n^y  last  two  or  three  letters  to  him.  and  such  in- 
fiirmation  in  relation  to  the  enemy,  his  means  of 
obtaining  ioformatton.  and  the  state  of  the  troops, 
5>tores,  &.C..  as  he  may  possess.  The  unfortunate 
aipair  at  Ciueenstown,  on  the  13th,  is  most  seri- 
t«Msly  to  be  lamented  ;  but  we  must  endeavor,  by 
I'idoubled  efforts,  to  retrieve  the  state  of  our  af- 
U»rs.     I  have  ordered  Colonel  Porter,  of  the  ar- 


tillery,  to  Niagara,  to  take  command  of  the  whole 
of  the  light  and  heavy  artillery  at  that  post.  You 
will  find  in  him  all  the  requisite  practical  infor- 
mation and  industry  in  his  line.  A  fine  company 
of  light  artillery,  all  mounted,  will  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  replace  such  as  have  been 
lost.  On  their  arrival,  it  will,  I  presume,  be  ex- 
pedient to  send  the  greatest  number  of  horses  back 
to  some  place  where  forage  may  be  conveniently 
obtained.  I  shall  order  Colonel  McClure.  with 
his  battalion  of  uniform  volunteers,  to  march  from 
Onondaga  to  Niagara  ;  and  I  yet  hope  that,  when 
the  troops  shall  have  been  concentrated,  and  put 
into  a  state  of  organization,  that  you  will  be  able 
to  pass  into  Canada,  and  secure  good  Winter  quar- 
ters. I  had  directed  General  Van  Rensselaer  to 
call  on  the  contractor  for  a  deposite  of  provisions 
for  at  least  two  months,  exclusive  of  the  current 
issues.  It  will  be  expedient  for  you  to  repeat  the 
requisition  on  the  contractor.  Captain  Thomas, 
the  Deputy  Q,uartermaster  General,  will  join  you 
with  stores  and  funds  for  that  department;  and 
I  trust  you  will  find  in  him  an  active  and  atten- 
tive officer.  It  will  be  proper  to  give  Colonel 
Parker  the  command  of  a  brigade.  In  all  im- 
portant movements  you  will,  I  presume,  consider 
it  advisable  to  consult  some  of  your  principal  of- 
ficers. Every  means  in  your  power  should  be 
exerted  to  procure  a  sufficient  number  of  boats 
and  scows  for  transporting  the  troops.  You 
should,  if  possible,  be  prepared  for  crossing  with 
three  thousand  men,  with  artillery,  at  once. 
Faithful  and  experienced  boatmen  should  be  se- 
lected for  managing  the  whole  of  the  boats,  and 
there  should  be  a  surplus  in  each  boat  as  a  pro- 
vision to  meet  accidents.  The  greatest  precau- 
tion should  be  observed  in  the  arrangement  for 
embarcalion  and  debarcation.  You  will  pardon 
me  for  being  thus  particular.  The  most  import- 
ant consideration  will  be  that  of  ascertaining  and 
agreeing  on  the  best  and  surest  points  for  cross- 
ins:  ;  much  will  depend  on  a  judicious  selection 


'6  » 


of  the  principal  landing  places.  Your  informa- 
tion will  enable  you,  with  the  advice  of  your  prin- 
cipal officers,  to  decide  on  these  subjects  in  the 
most  judicious  manner.  That  you  may  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  succeed  in  retrieving  and  melior- 
ating the  state  of  our  affairs,  is  my  most  ardent 
wish.  You  will,  by  all  practicable  means,  en- 
deavor to  correspond  with  General  Harrison, 
who,  I  presume,  is  now  at  Detroit,  with  a  very 
respectable  force.  I  need  not  impress  you  witn 
the  necessity  of  cultivating  a  spirit  of  harmony 
and  good  understanding  among  all  the  corps  un- 
der your  command  ;  on  which  the  success  of  your 
operations  will  materially  depend.  I  have  beeu 
establishing  a  line  of  expresses  between  this  place 
and  Niagara,  by  which  despatches  may  pass  in 
about  forty-four  hours.  You  will  direct  where 
the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  express  will 
be  stationed  near  your  quarters.  The  line  will,  I 
trust,  be  completed  within  two  or  three  days  after 
this  reaches  you. 

With  esteem  and  consideration,  your  obedient 
and  humble  servant. 

H.  DEARBORN. 
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No.  13. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  Major  General 
Dearborn. 

Ca.mp  near  Buffalo,  Oct.  24,  1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  21st  instant,  and  shall  fail  iu  nothing 
id  my  power  to  retrieve  the  state  of  our  affairs. 

The  affair  of  Q,ueenstown  probably  diminished 
our  force  2,000  men ;  one-half  of  which  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  the  other  half 
deserted,  or  were  discharged  in  consequence  of 
some  battalions  being  greatly  reduced. 

General  Van  Rensselaer  transferred  to  me  the 
command  on  the  15th,  and  on  ihe  16ih  I  broke 
up  the  camp  at  Lewistown;  sent  the  14th  in- 
fantry, under  Colonel  Winder,  to  Niagara;  the 
militia  artillery  to  a  battery  opposite  the  heights 
of  ^ueenstown  ;  the  militia  infantry  and  riflemen 
toSchlosser;  and  I  returned  with  the  oih.  13th. 
12th,  and  20th,  to  my  camp  near  Buffalo;  the 
troops  of  the  light  and  2d  artillery  are  at  Black 
Rock. 

In  a  creek  at  Black  Rock  I  am  collecting  boats; 
and  there  I  propose  to  cross.  The  Canadian  shore 
is  easy  of  access  from  Erie  to  Chippewa.  There 
are  some  batteries  opposite  Black  Rock  that  I  can 
have  carried  when  I  please. 

Boats  are  wanting.  I  have  sent  to  have  those 
which  Chrystie  brought  to  Niagara  carried  to 
Schlosser  ;  this  will  be  a  difficult  work.  Scows 
are  wanting  and  essential.  As  yet  I  have  no 
funds. 

The  reinforcement  you  mention  I  hope  will 
encourage  those  under  my  command.  It  is  said 
500  soldiers  have  arrived  at  Fort  Greorge  since  the 
battle  ;  that  the  Indians  have  gone  home  to  gather 
their  corn  ;  and  that  three-fourths  of  the  militia 
are  called  into  service.  As  the  enemy's  regular 
troops  and  flankers  amount  to  3  000  men.  their 
militia,  if  allied  out.  as  said,  may  swell  their 
force  to  10.000  men. 

It  has  seemed  to  me,  sir,  that  the  three  armies 
should  strike  on  the  same  day.  If  not.  the  com- 
mand of  the  Lakes  will  enable  the  enemy  to  beat 
us  in  detail. 

The  sailors  here  will  furnish  me  with  excellent 
boatmen.  I  shall  take  the  opinions  of  a  few  of 
my  most  enlightened  officers  at  limes,  but  I  will 
decide. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  giving  Colonel 
Parker  a  brigade,  as  Schuyler  contests  his  right 
to  rank.     Winder  is  an  officer  of  the  first  class. 

lo  consequence  of  tlie  loss  of  five  companies  of 
the  13ih.  I  consolidated  ihe  5th  and  13th.  as  was 
done  by  the  Adjutant  Gf  neral  in  the  case  of  the 
12lh  and  20th.  In  con.sequence,  Milton  asked  and 
obtained  a  furlough.  His  regiment  was  badly 
governed,  and  I  found  I  had  nothing  to  expect 
from  him. 

I  do  not  expect  the  contractor  to  supply  us  with 
provisions.  I  received  a  number  of  returns  at 
Lewistown,  •'  unfit  for  duty  for  want  of  provis- 
ions." 

We  much  want  some  cannon  of  large  calibre 
for  the  fort  of  Niagara,  and  the  batteries  of  Black 


Rock.     A    powerful    battery  at   the   latter  place 
would  protect  our  landingat  noon  day. 

The  ship  carpenters  have  gone  off,  which  I 
much  regret. 

Colonel  Porter  will  doubtless  be  of  great  ser- 
vice to  us  ;  but  I  should  have  preferred  his  com- 
ing to  Black  Rock. 

I  shall  keep  you  advised  of  our  progress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect 
and  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

brigadier  General. 

Major  General  Dearborn. 


No.  14. 
Ca.mp  near  Buffalo,  Oct.  25,  1812. 
A  hospital  will   be  immediately  established  at 
Buffalo.      Houses  shall   be  rented,    and    Doctor 
Hays  will  lake  charge  of,  and  regulate  it. 

To  that  hospital  the  sick  and  wounded  in  camp 
and  its  vicinity  will  be  removed.  Doctor  Hays 
will  make  requisitions  for  such  articles  as  are  ne- 
cessary for  their  comfort,  and  matrons  and  nurses 
will  be  employed. 

By  order:  H.  SMYTH. 

Lieut.  3d  Artillery,  and  A.  D.  C, 


No.  15. 

Headquarters,  near  Buffalo, 

Oct.  27,  1812. 

Captain  Allison  will  to-day  vacate   the  court- 
house, to  be  used  as  a  hospital.     He  will  take  pos- 
session of  the   barracks   in  which  Capt.  Harris's 
company  of  militia  has  been  stationed. 
ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


No.  16. 
Major  General  Dearbon  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
Headquarters,  Greenbush. 

October,  28.  1812. 
Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  22d  and  24th  were  re- 
ceived at  5  o'clock  P.  M.  yesterday.  This  will 
leave  here  tomorrow  morning  at  7  o'clock.  I 
have  this  day  received  information  from  General 
Bloomfield  that  about  800  men.  with  several  field 
pieces,  left  Montreal  for  your  neighborhood  on 
the  14th  instant ;  of  course  the  sooner  you  are 
prepared  to  strike  the  better.  From  the  accounts 
I  have  received  from  Fort  George.  I  am  induced 
to  believe  that,  exclusive  of  Fort  Erie  and  its 
immediate  dependencies,  the  whole  force  on  the 
British  side  of  the  river  does  not  amount  to  more 
than  twelve  or  fourteen  hundred,  including  the 
militia  which  were  in  service  at  the  lime  of  the 
unfortunate  partial  attack;  and  the  derangement 
the  death  of  General  Brock  must  have  occasioned 
in  relation  to  the  militia  and  Indians  must  have 
a  considerable  effect  on  their  measures  of  defence, 
if  they  are  not  allowed  too  long  a  time  for  pro- 
curing reinforcements,  and  forming  a  new  organ- 
ization. I  expect  thai  General  Bloomfield  will 
move  immediately  towards  Montreal,  and  I  cal- 
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i^late  on  his  being  able  to  beat  up  the  several 
posts  between  his  camp  and  the  river  S(.  Law- 
rence. You  should  be  explicit  and  positive  in 
\o\XT  orders  to  the  contractor  for  haviuij  at  least 
>wo  noonihs'  deposite  of  provisions  on  hand,  ex- 
clusive of  the  current  issues.  If  you  should  de 
1 — ;_»  «„   ^,^^.,„r,  f,r.m   ii^e  vieini 

will  no 
jave  It  in  In-,  power  to  destroy  the  bridge  ovf-r 
♦rhippewa  creek,  and  render  your  passage  diffi- 
cult? You  will.  I  presume,  think  it  advisable 
it  make  one  or  more  feinis  at  other  points,  while 
\*our  main  body  crosses  at  the  place  decided  on. 
I  am  induced  to  suspect  that  the  actual  benefit 


peeled  in  camp,  and  some  of  the  volunteers  and 
militia  now  on  the  lines. 

I  have   been   made   acquainted,  from  different 
sources,  with  the  disposition  of  the  troops  at  Buf- 
falo and  Colonel   Swift's  regiment,  and   I  think 
there  is   only  one  company  amongst   them   that 
fcrraine  on  crossing  from  the  vicinity  of  Black    would  not  corrupt  any  regular  troops  that  they 
iock  with  your   main  force,  will   not  the  enemy     might  be  associated  with.     And  even  that  com- 

-         •   —  '■     — -   '-  '■-   *-';''-«>  """'     pany  would    not   be   willing  to   be   subjt'cted  to 

regular  discipline.  What  may  be  the  disposition 
of  the  volunteer  Irish  Greens  I  do  not  know  ;  but, 
upon  the  whole,  I  should  think  it  best  to  keep 
the  regulars  entirely  distinct  from  them. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  mil- 


<fif  heavy  ordnance,  in  facilitating  a  landing,  has  itia  and  volunteers  be  formed  into  a  distinct  bri- 
l|»?en  overrated.  Some  twelve  pounders  in  scows  '  gade,  and  put  under  strict  drill.  If  they  will 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  more  service  in  cover-  j  not  bear  this,  they  had  better  be  at  home. 


iug  a  landing  than  the  fire  of  heavy  pieces  at  long 
jfiots.     And   when   a  footing  is  secured  on   the 

anada  shore,  the  ordnance  in  their  batteries 
tj^ust  undoubtedly  fall  into  your  hands.     Neither 

eneral  Van  Rensselaer  nor    yourself  have  said 

lything  in  relation  to  the  arrival  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia.  I  presume  they  must  have  arrived, 
*  that  you  will  have  sent  in  quest  of  them,  with 
r|fders  to  hurry  on  as  quirk  as  possible.  An  addi- 
^onal  supply  of  powder,  balls,  paper,  dec,  has  been 
fjrdered  to  your  post.  Colonel  Porter  left  this  place 
KA  the  24th  with  100  light  artillerists,  all  mounted, 
STid  well  appointed  in  every  respect.  He  will 
ijNroceed  in  the  stage  to  Canandaigua,  and  from 
4ience  to  your  quarters  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
{'ou  will  perceive  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
j|  return  being  made  of  all  the  troops  under  your 
(V>mmand,  which  has  been  too  long  delayed. 

Witii  esteem  and  consideration.  I  am,  sir,  your 

edient  servant, 
;  H.  DEARBORN. 

i  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 


I  must  beg  leave,  sir,  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  requisition  made  for  iiannel,  as  it  will  beef 
infinite  service  to  our  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect  and 
esteem,  sir,  your  obedent  servant, 

THOMAS  PARKER, 

Colonel  I2tk  Infantry. 


No.  19. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  Major  General 
Dearborn. 

Camp,  near  Buffalo,  Oct.  30,  1812. 
Sir  :    I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  to  day, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  your  letter  of  the  2Sth  inst. 
We  may,  in  a  few  days,  have  together  seventy 
boats,  that  would  carry  over  three  thousand  five 
hundred   men;  but  we  have   no  scows.     I  have 
set  all  the  carpenters,  and  some  citizens,  to  build' 
ing  of  scows.     We   want   tools  and  materials. 
The  Deputy  Q,uartermaster  gives  it  as  his  opin- 
ion that  we  can  have  ten  scows   in  twenty  days. 
I  would  cross  in  three  days,  if  I  had  the  means  ; 
^  M     17  '  '^''bout  them,  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  nation 

'^°'  and  myself  to  attempt  it.    I  must  not  be  defeated. 

Ilxtrtct  of  a  letter  from  James  Selden.  Jr.,  of  Troy,  to         7^^  j^^^  York  Greens,  and  a  troop  of  volun- 
;  General  Smyth,  dated  ^        ,  (eer   cavalry   have   arrived.      The    twenty-third 

^  November  27,  1812.      |  regiment,  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  those 

♦-'"lam  informed,  from  an  undoubted  f^ource.  I  from  Baltimore,  have  not  arrived, 
(jxat  the  British  have  received  ti  reinforcement  of  I  The  Deputy  Quartermaster  has  brought  on 
<^Q0  regulars  at  Fort  George  ;  that  is,  they  are  not  '  checks  instead  of  money  ;  and  he  is  unable  to 
•jxactly  at  Fort  George,  but  have  encamped  about  j  make  payments.  His  letter  to  the  Q,uartermas- 
^tne  and  a  half  miles  upChippewa  creek,  where  the  ter  General  is  enclosed  ;  and  I  request  that  mo- 
inemy  have  been  building  barracks.  A  cousin  ney  may  be  sent  to  him  immediately. 
>^  mine  brought  me  this  information,  who  was  in  |      ff  I  can  beat  the  enemy  on  the  plains  of  Erie, 

fe  British  militia  service,  and  deserted."'  j  and  take  that  place.  I  will  find   means  to  get  to 

The    new   barracks  erected    in    the  vicinity  of    Fort  George,  whatever  may  become  of  the  bridge 
J'ort  George  and  Chippewa    have,  from  the  pre-    of  Chippewa, 
cipitancy  of    ' 
burnt. 


the    enemy's  flight,  escaped    being 
E.  BAYNES,  Adj.  General  N.  A. 


'--  No.  18. 

Colonel  Thomas  Parker  to  General  Smyth. 

\  Camp,  Oct.  30,  1812. 

i  Sir:  You  did  rae  the  honor  last  evening  to 
Consult  me  about  the  propriety  of  forming  a  bri- 
jgtde,  to  be  composed  of  the  regular  troops  ex- 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Brigadier  General. 


No.  20. 

Colonel  William  H.   Winder   to   Brigadier   General 

Smyth. 

Fort  Niagara.  Oct.  30,  1812. 
Sir  :  Captain  Archer,  of  the  2d  artillery,  arrived 
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at  this  post  this  morning;  he  has  with  him  about 
sixty  men  and  two  six  pounders.  His  instruc- 
tions were  to  report  himself  to  LieutenantColonel 
Scott,  at  this  place. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  have  deemed  it  ad- 
visable to  recommend  his  waiting  your  orders 
here  ;  which  he  will  do.    I  send  this  by  an  express. 

In  a  letter,  which  1  addressed  you  by  Mr. 
Suchet,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  retaining 
tenor  twelve  boats  on  this  end  of  the  line;  a 
knowledge  of  your  wishes  on  this  subject  might 
prevent  the  labor  and  trouble  of  bringing  them 
back  from  Schlosser. 

The  movement  of  troops  and  boats  from  this 
end  of  the  line  has  occasioned  a  considerable 
movement  of  men,  from  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  towards  Erie.  They  have  been  principally, 
if  not  altogether,  militia.  The  number  expected, 
by  the  cavalry  stationed  between  this  and  Lewis, 
as  passing  up,  are  from  four  to  five  hundred. 

This  morning  the  armed  ship  Earl  Moira  has  ar- 
rived, accompanied  by  a  small  unarmed  schooner, 
having  a  number  of  men  on  her  deck  ;  but  how 
many  there  are  cannot  yet  be  ascertained,  as  they 
have  not  landed. 

I  shall  gather  all  the  force  I  can,  and  parade 
them  near  here  to-morrow  ;  my  object  will  be  to 
prevent  the  accumulation  of  force  against  your 
end  of  the  line,  by  making  a  display  here  ;  should 
your  movements  render  it  necessary.  I  can  send 
them  on  to  that  end  of  the  line  by  a  fleet. 

Should  not  Captain  Archer  be  necessary  to  you 
he  will  be  of  important  service  here. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 
Colonel  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander,  Smyth, 

Commanding  Centre  .Army. 


No.  21. 

Colonel   William   H.    Winder   to  Brigadier  General 
Alexander  Smyth. 

Fort  Niagara,  November  3,  1812. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity,  by 
Lieutenant  Totten,  of  the  Engineers,  to  write  you. 
You  will  find  him  a  useful  and  valuable  officer 
In  his  professional  line,  and  an  e>timabte  private 
man. 

I  shall  send  the  clothing  for  the  fifth,  which  is 
one  barrel  only,  and  a  quantity  of  stockings,  by 
Quartermaster  Allison.  I  also  enclose  you  a  re- 
turn of  clothing  at  this  place,  made  to  me  by 
Captain  Leonard.  This  list  is  exclusive  of  twenty- 
three  tierces,  sent  on  to  the  fourteenth,  which  con- 
tain coats,  pantaloons,  and  vests,  only  of  winter 
clothing. 

Another  vessel  arrived  at  Fort  George  yester- 
day evening.  It  was  near  dark,  and  no  accurate 
observations  could  be  made  from  here.  Captain 
Archer  was  at  the  Salt  battery,  directly  opposite 
Fort  George,  and  will  be  able  to  inform  you 
more  particularly;  I  have  not  seen  him.  It  is 
said  that  a  body  of  Indians  landed  from  her.  say 
one  hundred.  Every  one  of  their  brethren  that 
we  can  raise  should  cross  to  meet  them.     I  sus- 


pect the  enemy  relies  very  much  upon  his  savage 
ally.  As  many  militia  riflemen  as  can  in  any 
sort  be  relied  on.  and  can  be  got  to  cross,  would 
be  important. 

Should  your  plans  permit  a  notice  of  twenty- 
four  hours  to  be  given  to  me  before  I  move  from 
here,  I  might  make  some  movements  to  draw 
them  toward  this  end  of  the  line.  By  selecting 
the  twilight,  of  morning  or  evening,  I  might  give 
my  force  the  appearance  of  a  thousand  men,  and 
make  some  indications  of  crossing. 

My  whole  force  is  applied  to  the  requisite  labor 
of  the  garrison  and  batteries.  I  shall  turn  to 
drilling  at  every  movement. 

I  am.  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  H.  WINDER.  Colonel. 

Brig  Gen.  Alexander  Smyth, 

(hmmanding  Centre  Army. 


No.  22. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Livingston  to  General  Alexander 

Smyth. 

Buffalo,  \ov.  4,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of 
my  inspection,  as  far  as  was  in  my  power,  of 
General  Miller'^  brigade  of  militia,  and  the  or- 
ganization of  the  same,  as  contemplated  by  your 
order  of  the  29th  ultimo.  I  regret  I  am  not  ena- 
bled to  make  a  favorable  report,  but  the  state  of 
the  brigade  is  such  as  to  be  little  better  than  an 
undisciplined  rabble,  and  it  may  -be  a  question 
whether  they  are  not  of  more  disservice  than  of 
use;  the  total  want  of  order  no  doubt  proceeds 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  officers,  and  the  great 
familiarity  that  exists  between  them  and  their 
men  ;  that  this  can  be  remedied,  perhaps  is  imp>os- 
sible,  while  such  mafkrials  are  employed  for  offi- 
cers. I  haire  endeavored  to  select  and  retain  lu 
service  the  best,  and  such  as  I  am  told  will  not 
shrink  from  duty. 

After  wailing  two  days  for  the  different  re- 
turns, I  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  them,  al- 
though I  applied  to  the  General  and  his  Brigade 
Major,  whose  duly  I  presume  it  was  to  furnish 
them.  This  circumstance  prevents  my  giving  a 
statement  of  the  exact  number  of  men,  arras,  am- 
munition, dec.  The  arms  in  use  are  good,  al- 
though not  kept  (with  a  few  exceptions)  in  such 
order  as  they  ought  to  be.  I  am  informed  there 
are  about  seven  hundred  and  fifiy  men,  of  which 
four  hundred  and  twenty  were  under  arms  on 
the  day  of  inspection.  On  Saturday  evening  one 
hundred  deserted,  and  no  measures  taken  to  bring 
them  back  ;  a  spirit  of  mutiny  seems  to  pervade 
the  camp. 

I  shall  leave  this  tomorrow  for  Geneva,  and 
will  take  charge  of  any  communication  for  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  or  any  other  you  may 
wish  to  forward. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  LIVINGSTON. 

General  Alexander  Smyth, 

Comm^g  U.  S.  Army  on  the  N.  Frontier. 
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No.  23. 
Captain  Benjamin  Wallace  to  Brigadier  General  Alei- 
*  ander  Smyth. 

t  Camp.  NEAR  THE  Navv  Yard, 

^  beloic  Black  Rock  \oc.  5,  1812. 

if 

Sir  :  If  Cap(ain  Thomas  intends  that  the  boats 
InJ  scows  should  !)e  buiit  in  any  reasonable  time, 
>ie  ought  to  furnish  a  sufficient  (juantity  of  tools 
e)i»the  men   under  ray  command  to  work  with; 
ii  present,  more  tiian  one-half  of  them  have  not  ] 
proper    tools  to  work;    narrow  axes  are  much' 
Ranted  ;  the  augers,  chisels,  saws,  &C..  were  all  j 
*j  be  put   in   order,  and  will  be  of  little    use  for  | 
^me  days.     1  have  selected  three  men  to  build 
Iscow.  agreeably  to   my  own   directions,  and  to 
f-e  what  time  it  takes  to  make  one. 
1  ara.sir.  wiih  respect. 

BENJAMIN  WALLACE. 
Capt.  5(h  i'nited  States'  Infantry. 
f  Brig.  Gen.  Aleia.nder  Smyth. 


No.  24. 
Major  General  Dearborn  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 

Headquarters.  Greenbush, 
;.  Xovember  8,  1812. 

■j  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  30th  was  duly  received. 
\  have  sent  an  additional  supply  of  cartridges  and 
.^ockings.  I  trust  the  Pennsylvania  militia  have 
<J;)ined  you.  1  have  sent  Colonel  Macomb,  with 
cjpwards  of  four  hundred  men.  to  co-operate  with 
Uoramodore  Chauncey,  who  has  informed  me 
ijjat  he  shall  be  ready  on  the  15th  instant  to  look 
jV  and  attack  the  British  force  on  Lake  Ontario, 
;rfid  probably  attack  Kingston,  if  I  should  send 
Ijim  a  body  of  troops  that  he  could  rely  on  to  aid 
him.  If  he  should  succeed,  I  have  requested  him 
tio  send  a  part  of  his  force  to  Niagara  as  soon  as 
Practicable.  I  hope  you  will  be  ready  to  strike 
ip  soon  as  he  will.  A  movement  will  probably 
V»^  made  by  that  time  towards  Montreal  ;  and,  at 
wie  same  time.  I  trust  General  Harrison  will  be 
iji  operation  at  Detroit.  The  campaign  may  still 
|e  closed  with  success.  I  shall  set  off  this  day 
*>r  Lake  Champlain.  If  you  succeed  at  Niagara, 
I'ork  and  Kingston  will  demand  your  early  atten- 
yoD.  That  you  may  succeed,  and  cover  your- 
5*lf  and  llie  troops  under  your  command  with 
j^ory,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  your  friend  and  hum- 
ble servant.  H.  DEARBORN. 
^  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 


1 


No.  25. 
brigadier  General  8myth  to  Major  General  Dearborn. 

*  Camp  near  Buffalo.  Abr.  9,  1812. 

*  Sib:  Colonel  McFeely  arrived  on  the  1st  inst. 
Tihh  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  men  of  the 
!i:3d.  Captain  Archer's  company  of  artillery  ar- 
fvTed  on  the  4th  instant ;  and  toAjay  Col.  Brown, 
with  one  hundred  and  ninety  infantry  ;  and  also 
?he  light  artillery  arrived. 

;  I  have  sent  an  officer  to  meet  the  Pennsylva- 
-^laas.  He  had  gone  as  far  as  Erie,  when  I  last 
•heard  of  him,  without  meeting  them.     They  are 


volunteers  to  supply  that  State's  quota  of  militia. 
Can  they  be  forced  to  cross  the  line?  I  am  told 
they  will  refuse. 

One  of  the  Aids  of  the  Governor  of  New  York 
has  been  at  Sohlosser  in  the  capacity  of  Deputy 
Adjutant  General,  making  a  new  organization  of 
the  militia  there.  I  caused  them  to  encamp  by 
themselves — not  a  soldier  within  ten  miles  of 
them.  One  hundred  of  them  deserted  the  next 
night  after  the  Governor's  Aid  left  them. 

what  most  disturbs  me  is  the  ill  health  of  the 
troops.  The  measles  has  affected  many  ;  and  the 
want  of  salt  meat,  of  ovens,  and  exposure  to  cold — 
until  lately  without  winter  clothing — have  pro- 
duced dysentery  and  other  diseases.  Our  hospi- 
tals are  filled  with  sick  and  wounded,  and  new 
cases  of  diseases  are  occurring  daily. 

Colonel  Winder,  with  the  14th,  is  coming  to 
this  place  from  Niagara.  I  shall  trust  the  defence 
of  it  to  two  companies  of  artillery,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  McKeely's  corps  of  infantry,  which 
will  march  to-morrow. 

The  contractors  have  failed  to  supply,  and  I 
have  ordered  purchases  of  provisions  for  Fort 
Niagara. 

Between  the  20ih  and  30th  instant  I  shall  be 
ready  to  cross  the  river  with  about  thirteen  hun- 
dred regular  infantry,  three  hundred  artillery,  six 
hundred  volunteers,  and  seventy  cavalry — if  you 
will  allow  me  Captain  Morgan's  troop.  In  this 
estimate  is  not  included  the  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  militia. 

Two  regiments  will  proceed,  on  to-morrow,  to 
commence  building  huts.  If  we  cannot  stay  on 
the  other  side,  we  shall  have  a  shelter  ready  for 
the  sick  and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest 
esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

ALEX'R  SMYTH,  Brig.  Gen. 

Major  General  Dearborn. 

P.  S. — A  District  Paymaster,  with  money,  is 
necessary.  The  volunteers  cannot  be  retained  in 
service  unless  paid.  Lieutenant  Gansevoort,  of 
the  artillery,  who  states  that  he  was  appointed 
District  Paymaster,  was  ordered  to  Albany  more 
than  three  weeks  since  to  procure  funds.  I  hare 
heard  that  he  is  sick.  Colonel  Brown's  regimeoi 
mutinied  at  Manlius  on  account  of  their  pay. 


No.  26. 

General  Smyth  conceives  the  following  facts 
should  be  known  and  considered  by  the  Secretary 
of  War: 

1.  That  the  5th  regiment,  at  Utica.on  its  march, 
did  mutiny  for  want  of  their  pay. 

2.  That  the  23d  regiment,  at  .Manlius,  did  mu- 
tiny on  account  of  their  nay,  which  is  still  due. 

3.  That  a  company  of  volunteers,  at  Buffalo, 
did  mutiny  on  account  of  their  pay  and  clothing.* 

4.  That  the  Captain  of  another  volunteer  com- 
pany, the  best  in  service,  has  stated  that  he  be- 
lieves his  men  will  not  cross  into  Canada  without 
their  pay  and  allowance  fur  clothing.f 


•  PhilUpa'a. 


t  Alliwn'a. 
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5.  That  the  Deputy  duariermasier  stales  him-  across  the  river  will  take  place.  I  am  informed 
self  to  be  without  money.  ihat  a  quantity  of  great  coats  came  up  from  Nia- 

6.  That  there  is  no  District  Paymaster  at  Nia-  gara,  and  I  believe  they  will  never  be  better  dis- 
gara  supplied  with  money.  posed  of  than  by  distributing  them  to  the  soldiers 

7.  That  Colonel  Winder,  commanding  at  Fort  now.  The  enclosed  return,  handed  you  by  the 
Niagara,  reports,  "We  are  literally  starving  on  Quartermaster  of  the  14th.  will  supply  my  regi- 
this  end  of  the  line  for  bread."     In  consequence  ment.  wich   what  I  have  already  had  made.     I 


of  which  the  Deputy  Quartermaster  has  been  or- 
dered to  purchase  provisions. 

8.  That  eighteen  hundred   Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers will  arrive  next  week. 

9.  That  General  Smyth  will  be  ready  in  fifteen 
days  to  cross  into  Canada. 


No.  27. 
Speech  to  Indians. 

Brothers  :  I  thank  you  for  the  tender  of  your 
services  in  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  which 
you  have  made,  and  in  their  name  accept  them, 
in  case  the  troops  and  the  Indians  of  the  British 
King  should  invade  the  United  States  ;  which  I 
exnect  they  will  not  dare  to  attempt. 

It  is  the  desire  of  your  Great  Father,  the  Pres- 
ident, that  you  should  take  no  part  in  the  war  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  and  Great  Britain,  but 
remain  at  peace,  and  take  care  of  your  wives  and 
children. 

The  British  nation  is  not  able  to  maintain  the 
contest  against  the  United  States  on  this  great 
island,  without  help.  They  ask  the  Indians  for 
help,  who  have  given  it,  and  will  be  ruined  by 
doing  so.  We  are  able  to  beat  the  British  with- 
out help.  And.  although  we  understand  that  you 
are  willing  to  help  us  if  we  ask  it,  yet  we  do  not 
ask  it.  The  quarrel  is  ours,  and  not  yours;  and 
we  will  fight  our  own  battles. 

Brothers:  Hold  fast  the  chain  of  friendship  be- 
tween you  and  the  United  Stales,  who  are  great, 
powerful,  just,  and  good,  and  will  vanquish  all 
their  enemies,  and  protect  all  their  friends. 


pray  you,  therefore,  if  you  deem  it  not  absolutely 
inadmissible,  to  order  the  issue  agreeably  to  the 
return. 

Should  you  not  feel  at  liberty  to  order  the  pea- 
coals  to  be  issued,  we  must  be  satisfied  with 
blankets,  and  do  the  best  we  can  under  existing 
circumstances ;  at  all  events,  as  many  great  coats 
as  are  necessary  for  guard  duty  may  issue  as  a 
matter  of  course.  I  have  drawn  returns  for  either 
alternative,  which  the  Quartermaster  will  pre- 
sent you. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  sir,  &c. 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 
Colonel  Uth  Infantry,  U.  S.  A. 
'  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Smyth,  Commanding. 


No.  29. 
Brigadier  General  8myth  to  General  TannehiU. 

HEAOaUARTERS,  CaMP  NEAR  BuFFALO, 

November  21,  1812. 
Sir:  Wfll  you  be  pleased  to  ascertain  whether 
there  are  any  companies  of  your  brigade  who  will 
refuse  to  serve  the  United  Slates  in  Canada. 

I  deem  it  essential   that   we  should   know  on 
whom  we  may  rely  with  confidence. 
I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  dec. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Bt^.  Gen.  Com'g. 


No.  28. 
Colonel  Winder  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
Camp,  mear  Navy  Yard.  Nov.  20.  1812. 


No.  30. 
Brigadier  General  TannehiU  to  General  Smyth. 
Camp,  Granger's  Farm,  Aor.  22, 1812. 
Sir  :  To  enable  me  to  answer  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, I  convened  my  field  officers  in  camp.    The 
prevailing  opinion  appears  to  be  that,  if  an  effi- 
cient force  can  be  had  to  cross  into  Canada,  a 


me 


very  general  erabarcation  of  my  brigade  may  be 
Sir:    I  am  informed  that  blankets  have  been  [expected;  if  on  the  contrary,  it  is  difficult  for 
supplied  to  the  brigade  for  the  puVpose  of  making    to  say  what  number  may  be  calculated  on. 
great  coats.      They   are   certainly   necessary,  or  j      I  am,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  <tc. 
some  substitute.     I  presume  it  would  be  impossi-l  A.  TANNEHILL. 

ble  to  make  them  up  now,  before  a  movement '  Brig.  Gen.  l»t  brigade.  Pa.  volunteers. 

13lh  Con.  2d  Slss.— 79 
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No.  31. 
-ttj-fum  of  the  OmefTsand  Privates  of  the  First  Brigade  of  Pennsylvania  \'olunteeTS,  under  the  eommand  of 
Bn2adier  General  Adamson  TannehiU,  who  have  volunteered  to  cross  the  boundary  line  tnto  the  Prtmnce 
I   of  Upper  Canada,  to  assist  in  establishing  the  American  standard  m  that  Province. 

* — — ■ — — — — ~^  :  '  • 


Regiment*. 


\ 

I 

fPirit  regiment  rifle- 

i,    men,  commanded 

''    by  Lieut.  Colonel 

:    Irwin. 

\ 

\ 

I 


Companies  and  partsi 
of  companies. 


^Second  regiment  ri- 
flemen, command- 
.*,     cd  by  Lieutenant 
V     Colonel  Piper. 


Officers. 


Namber 
of  men. 


First    regiment  in- 
iantry,  command- 
ed by  Lieutenant 
;     Colonel  iSnyder. 


i 


Capt.  Blue's 


Capt.  Dean's  - 
Capt.  Alter's  - 
Capt.  McGuire's 
Capt.  Long's  - 
Capt.  Hays  s  - 
Capt  O'Kes's  - 


Captain,      lieuten- 
ant, and  ensign 


Capt.  Patterson's 
Capt.  Thompson's 
Capt  Sparks's 
Capt.  Vance's  -     - 
Capt  McGuire's  - 
Capt.  Gibson's 
Capt.  Road's    -     - 


Captain  -     -     -     > 
Lieut,  and  ensign 
Lieutenant-     -     • 
Captain  -     -     -     ■ 
Lieutenant  -     -     ■ 


Capt.  Regis's    - 
Capt.  Cannon's 

Capt.  Hunter's 


Captain 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Second  regiment 
of  infantry,  com- 
manded by  Lieu- 
tenant Col.  Pur- 
Tiance. 


Capt.  Harper's 
Capt  M'Clintock's 
Capt.  Alexander's 


Capt  Cooper's 

Capt.  Lithgow's 
Capt.  Turbitt's 
Capt.  Withrow's 

Do. 
Capt.  Heron's  - 
Capt.  Steuart'd 
Capt.  Brinkcr's 
Capt.  Jordan's 
Capt  Story's    - 


Captain,      lieuten- 
ant, and  ensign   • 
Do.     -     -     -     - 
Do.      -     -     -     - 


Captain  - 


Captain  and  lieut. 
Rev.  Mr.  Jones. 


37 
1 
0 
8 
10 
22 
1 


79 


45 

39 

15 

25 

7 

1 

1 


133 


5 
15 


35 


Remarks. 


Unconditional. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Keeapilulation. 

1  lieutenant  colonel, 

2  majors, 

3  captains, 

4  lieutenants, 
2  ensigns, 

1  surgeon, 
79  privates, 


Provided  they  are  officered, 
furnished  in  clothing,  arms, 
&c.,  as  their  commmander 
may  think  necessary. 

Recapitulation. 
7  captains, 
133  privates, 

1  lieutenant  colonel, 


92 


141 


29 

35 

25 

9 

1 

4 

4 

2 

7 

13 


129 


Unconditional. 

Provided  they  go  under  their 

officers. 
Provided  they  are  commanded 

by  their  present  ofBcers. 
Unconditional. 
Do. 
Do. 


Unconditional. 

Do. 

Do. 
Under  their  own  officers. 
To  choose  his  own  company. 
Unconditional. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Recapitulation. 
1  lieutenant  colonel, 
«  majors, 
5  captains, 
4  heutenants, 
3  ensigns, 
1  chaplain, 
129  privates, 


35 


145 
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No.  32. 
Paymaster  Merchant  to  Brigadier  General  Smith. 
Albany,  November  23,  1812. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  of  the 
10th  instant,  I  am  not  now,  but  daily  expect  to 
be,  in  possession  of  funds.  I  have  written,  about 
a   week  since,  to  Mr.  Brent,  the  Pavraaster  at 


The  parties  will  support  each  other,  as  circum- 
stances raay  require,  and  as  Colonel  Winder  may 
order. 

The  enemy's  guns  are  to  be  spiked  and  dis- 
I  mounted  ;  the  bridge  rendered  impassable,  all 
.  boats  brougiit  off,  and  as  many  prisoners  as  pos- 
I  sible  taken. 

Colonel  Winder  will  bring  off  his  detachment 


Washington   for  funds.     Since  the  reception  of'  from  the  Canada  sliore  bv  daylight  to-morrow 
your  letter,  I  have  written  again,  stating  the  con- 1  ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

dition  of  the  volunteers,  and  also  recommending  Brigadier  General  Comviandnig. 


No.  34. 
Colonel  Winder  to  Brigadier  General  Smith. 

November  25,  1812. 
Sir:  The  indisposition  of  the  ofi&cers  to  cross 
is  such,  and  the  real  difRculties,  for  want  of  a 
little  preparatory  arrangement,  that  I  fear  the 
issue  will  be  disgraceful  and  fatal.  I  would  ven- 
ture to  recommend  a  delay  of  the  expedition. 
Yours,  W.M.  H.  WINDER, 

Colonel  Commanding. 


y 

d 

that  paymasters  be  appointed  to  those  regiments 
that  are  without  them,  and  that  a  proportionate 
number  of  assistant  paymasters  be  appointed. 
By  this  means  the  regiments  and  detachments 
can  be  regularly  paid.  I  do  not  know  which  of 
the  regiments  along  the  frontiers  have  paymas- 
ters. To  those  regiments  that  have  not.  they 
will,  without  doubt,  be  appointed,  provided  prop- 
er persons  are  selected  and  named  to  the  Pay- 
master at  Washington,  by  the  Colonels  of  the 
respective  regiments.  In  a  letter  to  Lieutenant 
Qansevoort,  Assistant  Paymaster.  I  requested 
him  to  notify  to  the  regimental  paymasters,  to 
transmit   me  estimates  of  such   sums  as   would 

be  wanted  to  pay  off  their  respective  regiments,  ^'''  ^^• 

and  that  he  would  himself  make  an  estimate  of  i  Major  Campbell,  field  officer  of  the  day,  to  Brigadier 
money  that  would  be  required  to  pay  those  regi-  General  Alexander  Smyth. 

Camp,  NIGH  Buffalo,  New  York, 

November  27,  1812. 
Major  Campbell,  field  officer  of  the  day,  re- 
ports to  Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth, 
commanding  the  United  States'  army  of  the  cen- 
tre, that  he  has  received  no  guard  report  from 
Captain  Mills,  commanding  the  guard. 

Although  it  may  not  be  strictly  within  the 
province  of  the  officer  of  the  day,  yet  he  has 
been  so  forcibly  ."truck  with  the  melancholy  and 
desponding  state  of  the  troops,  that  he  feels  it  a 
duty  which  he  owes  to  the  friendship  of  the  com- 
manding General  to  make  to  him  the  following 
I  statement : 

I  He  has  received  from  several  Captains  reports 
or  statements  of  the  present  state  of  their  com- 
panies. 

Captain  Siannard  states  that  when  he  marched  to 
Lewistown,  he  had         -         -         -         -         92 
Since  that  time,  he  has  lost  by  death        -  10, 
Desertion  -------2 

Sick 30 

-  42 


ments  and   detachments  that  are    without  pay 
masters.     I  trust,  sir,  that  some  speedy  and  effi- 
cient provision  will  be  made  for  the  regular  pay- 
ment of  the  troops  along  the  frontiers. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant. 

GEORGE  MERCHANT, 
District  Paymaster,  U.  S.  Army. 
Brigadier  General  A.  Smyth. 


No.  33. 


Banks  of  Niagara,  8  o'clock  at  night, 

November  2b,  IS\2. 

Colonel  Winder  will  pass  over  to  the  Canada 
shore,  with  the  troops  who  are  marched  from 
camp  this  evening,  and  superintend  the  attack  if 
the  enemy's  batteries  and  parties,  distributing  his 
force  in  ihe  following  manner : 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Boersiler.  with  the  de- 
tachment of  the  14tb  regiment,  will  attack  the 
guard  at  the  bridge  opposite  the  upper  point  of 
Stanberry  island.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coles, 
with  the  companies  of  Captain  Sangster,  Tay- 
lor, Myers,  and  the  company,  late  Branch's,  will 
take  the  party  at  the  Red  House.  Major  Camp- 
bell, with  the  companies  of  Captains  Buckner, 
Morgan,   Stanoard,  and   Page,   will   attack    ihe 


50 


Leaving  a  co<iipany  of  fifty  strong.     He  fur- 
ther states,  that  many  who  are  not  reported  sick. 


Total 


-  413 


guard  house,  opposite  the  lower  point  of  Squaw  ;  are  unfit  for  duty,  and  that  he  is  sure  he  will  not 
island.  Captain  King,  and  Lieutenant  Angus,  of 
the  navy,  (who  is  so  good  as  to  offer  his  services, 
and  those  of  the  seamen  under  hiscommand.)  will, 
with  the  companies  of  Captains  Wool,  Sproul, 
and  Martin,  attack  the  batteries  opposite  to  Black 
Rock.  Captain  Bankhead,  with  the  companies 
of  Captains  Brooks,  Whartenby,  Chambers,  and 
Dorman,  will  attack  the  enemy's  batteries  oppo- 
site to  Fort  Gibson. 


be  able  to   bring  into  the  field  more  than  thirty 
men. 

Captain  Taylor  reports  that  he  had  ninety-five 
men.  They  were  the  best  looking  men  in  the 
regiment,  except  Morgan's  -         -  95  men. 

He  has  sick 47 

Deserted 2 

Absent  without  leave     -        -        -       1 
Unfit  for  service    -        -        .        _       2 
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Dead      - 

Waiters  sick 


3 

4 
—  59 


36  men. 


Fire  of  whom  are  are  waiter.^,  and  Cwo  of  the 
five  are  sick,  leaving  thirty-four  men. 
«  Lieutenant  Payton  states  that  when  they  ar- 
Vired  at  the  present  encampment.  Caplain  Branch 
lad  eighty-seven  able  bodied  effective  men  ; 
jnow  they  have  only  thirty-eight,  and  six  waiters, 
Jaiaking  forty-four.  Forty-three,  therefore,  are 
j^ither  sick  or  dead. 

»  Captain  Morgaa  arrived  here  with  ninety-nine 
Wealthy,  strong  men,  well  calculated  for  fatigue. 
"  Since  which  have  died  -  -  -  -  4 
;    Sick 28 

t 

r 

a 


pared  for  battle,  with  flints  and  cartridges,  will 
march  to  the  navy  yard,  on  bis  way  to  Canada. 

The  boats  will  be  ready  for  the  embarcation. 

The  tents  and  sick  will  be  left  under  the  care 
of  guards  of  invalids,  until  a  convenient  time. 

Friends  of  your  country!  Ye  who  have  -'the 
will  to  do,  the  ht-art  to  dare."  the  moment  ye 
have  wished  for  has  arrived.  Think  on  your 
country's  honors  torn;  her  rights  trampled  on; 
her  sons  enslaved;  her  infants  perishing  by  the 
hatchet.  Be  strong!  Be  brave!  And  let  the 
ruffian  power  of  the  Briti>h  King  cease  on  this 
continent.  ALEX.  SMYTH, 

Brigadier  General,  commanding. 


32 


i    Leaving  sixty-seven  for  duly.     But  such  is  the 

«ittuation  of  those  reported  for  duty,  that  he  does 

uot  calculate  on  marching  more  th.in  fiftv  men. 

Caplain  Sangster's  company  is  the  most  healthy. 
:He  will  probably  march  seventy  or  eighty  men.  ' 
Captain  Page  about  thirty.  Our  regiment  will.  , 
^lien,  when  in  the  field,  be  about  two  hundred  ! 
'i^nd  sixty-four  strong.  From  the  information  of  J 
;'lhe  Surgeon,  1  am  well  persuaded  none  of  those  | 
Imported  sick  will  be  able  to  march. 

The  Surgeon  has  now  in  the  hospital  tents  at 
[f.amp.  aboui  forty  men,  most  of  whom  he  is  ap- 
jprehensivc  will  not  survive.  The  balance  of  the 
<sick  he  is  obliged  to  permit  to  remain  in  their 
>tents,  having  no  room  for  them.  Some  have  the 
vmeasle?,  others  a  fever,  which  is  becoming  every 
day  more  alarming. 

:     The  field  officer  of  the  day  has  also  taken  a 

Tview  of  the  hospital  lent  of  the  13th  regiment. 

xFive  men  were  lying  there  dead.     He  was  told 

•tht^y  had  been  dead  lor  twenty-four  hours,  and 

were  not  buried  for  want  of  coffins.     The  sides 

of  the  tent  had  been  forced  open  by  the  wind,  and 

the  sick  men  were  exposed  to  the  weather.     He 

made  inquiries  as  to  the  state  of  the  companies, 

and  found  them   more  distressing  than  those  of 

;ihe  12ih  regiment. 

;  The  field  officer  of  the  day  begs  leave  to  assure 
•the  General  that  he  has  no  view  of  paralyzing 
;lhe  operations  of  the  army,  by  making  this  report 
>t  this  important  period.  He  will  only  say,  that, 
on  this  and  every  other  occasion  he  will  perform 
•  bis  duty. 

.'  DAVID  CAMPBELL, 

;  Major  12/A  Infantry,  fc. 

f  No.  36. 

^  Headqcarters.  Camp  near  Buffalo, 

-t  ?^orember21,  1812. 

k      The  men  for  service  in  this  camp,  and  those  in 
;"  the  vicinity,  will  cook  to-day  two  days'  provision, 
'^  and  have  it  in  their  haversacks  at  retreat. 
*.•     At  reveillee  to-morrow,  every  soldier  will  put 
'  on  his  knapsack,  shoulder  his  musket,  and,  pre- 


No.  37. 
Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  Colonel  Winder. 

November  27,  1812. 

Sir:  Captain  King  will  communicate  the  order 
for  to-morrow.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Boerstler, 
with  the  men  ^f  tor  service  of  your  regiment, 
will  attack  tb^l^aW  at  the  bridge,  take  it,  demol- 
ish the  bridge,  bring  off  or  dismount  any  light 
artillery  found,  kill  the  horses,  take  the  boats, 
and  return  to  our  shore. 

The  Lieutenant  Colonel,  with  his  party,  havin 
done  what  is  directed  at  the  bridge,  may  procee 
up  the  coast,  his  bo«fs  ascending  the  rirer.  to  the 
Red  House  to  support  Captain  King  and  Lieu- 
tenant Angus,  or  act  according  to  circumstances. 

It  is  not  intended  to  keep  possession.  That  is 
not  to  be  attempted. 

You  will  remain  on  the  bank  and  give  direc- 
tions. 

Let  ihe  wounded  be  hid  from  the  public  eye 
to-morrow. 

Let  a  bright  look-out  be  kept  to-day,  and  allow 
no  one  to  pass  the  bridge  of  Conajoquaty.  towards 
Tonawanta,  except  an  officer  of  the  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
•  Brigadier  General  commanding. 


Copy  of  an  order  from   Brigadier  General  Alexander 
Smyth  to  Captain  King  and  Lieutenant  Angua. 

Headudarters,  Nov.  27,  1812. 

The  detachment  under  Captain  King  and  Lieu- 
tenant Angus  will  go  against  the  enemy's  batte- 
ries to-night,  and  render  them  useless. 

It  is  not  intended  they  should  keep  possession; 
but  they  will  return  immediately,  bringing  off 
some  prisoners,  and  taking  or  destroying  some 
light  artillery,  and  killing  the  horses,  if  possible. 

It  is  de:<irable  the  movement  of  the  detachment, 
and  that  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Boerstler, 
should  be  so  timed  that  they  might  arrive  at  the 
same  instant.  ALEX.  SMYTH. 

Brigadier  General  commanding. 


No.  38. 
Capt.  Wm.  King  to  Brigadier  General  Alex.  Smyth. 

Fort  George,  Aor.  28,  1812. 
Dear  General  :  At  the  very  moment  that  the 
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boats  (probably  coming  to  my  relief)  made  their 
appearance  yesterday  morning.  Major  Orrasby, 
at  the  head  of  the  British  array,  arrived,  and 
halted  in  front  of  the  house  into  which  I  had 
thrown  myself,  with  an  intention  to  defend  it 
againtt  any  force  not  greatly  superior;  but,  against 
the  troops  under  his  command,  it  would  have  been 
folly  to  resist,  and  I  surrendered  myself  and  thirty 
men  prisoners.  • 

To  Captains  Morgan  and  Sproul,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Houston,  (the  only  three  officers  who  re- 
mained with  me.)  1  refer  you  for  an  account  of 
my  conduct  in  the  attempt  on  the  batteries,  as 
also  of  the  partial  success  of  the  enterprise,  which, 
when  you  receive,  and  take  into  consideration 
that  the  boats  had  carried  off  the  implements  for 
spiking  the  cannon  and  destroying  the  gun  car- 
riages. I  flatter  myself  you  will  be  convinced  I 
did  my  duty  as  far  as  circumstances  rendered  it 
possible. 

May  I  flatter  myself  you  will  exchange  the 
prisoners  of  the  forty-ninth  I  sent  over,  and  which 
exceeds  in  number  those  taken  with  me.  for  the 
men  now  here,  the  names  of  which  I  enclose  you. 
For  myself,  I  am  less  interested  ;  but  could  I  be 
exchanged  for  the  surgeon  I  sent  over,  it  would 
be  highly  gratifying. 

By  releasing  my  prisoners,  I  could  have  made 
my  escape  with  all  my  men;  but  1  deemed  the 
measure  I  pursued  more  honorable,  and,  therefore, 
adopted  it,  and  flatter  myself  it  meets  your  ap- 
probation. 

I  received  a  shot  in  the  fool  at  the  Red  House. 
The  wound  itself  is  trifling,  but  having  been 
obliged  to  march  the  greater  part  of  the  way 
from  where  I  was  taken  to  Chippewa,  it  caused 
considerable  swelling,  and  to-day  is  painful.  I 
received  a  scratch  on  the  cheek,  but  fear  it  is  not 
even  deep  enough  to  leave  a  scar. 

A  trip  to  Quebec,  at  tbis  season  of  the  year, 
under  any  circumstances,  would  be  extremely 
disagreeable,  but  particularly  as  a  prisoner  of  war; 
therefore,  if  possible,  negotiate  my  exchange; 
but  whatever  you  may  do,  my  dear  sir,  let  the 
men  taken  with  me  be  released. 

Should  any  letters  come  for  me,  under  cover  to 
you.  please  keep  them  until  you  know  what  is  to 
be  my  fate. 

I  am  treated  with  a  degree  of  politeness  that 
entitles  the  officers  of  this  garrison  to  my  warm- 
est gratitude. 

With  high  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KING, 

Captain  bth  Infantry. 

General  Smyth, 

Commanding  the  Army  of  the  Centre. 


No.  39. 


Will  Colonel  Parker  be  so  obliging  as  to  state 
the  number  of  the  force  shown  by  the  enemy  on 
Saturday  ? 

It  is  impossible  for  Colonel  Parker  to  state  the 
force  of  the  enemy  opposite  the  troops  on  Satur- 


day ;  but  he  supposes  there  were  not  less  than  fire 
or  six  hundred. 


No.  40. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  the  Command- 
I  ing  Officer  at  Fort  Eric. 

I  November  28,  1812. 

I  Sir:  You  have  seen  a  part  of  the  hourly  in- 
creasing force  under  my  command.  I  propose  to 
you  the  surrender  of  Fort  Erie,  to  spare  the  effu- 
sion of  blood. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  that  the 
devastations  you  have  witnessed  have  been  com- 

:  mitted  by  some  sailors,  not  under  my  authority, 
and  much  against  my  will. 

!      Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient. 

I  ALEXANDER  S.MYTH, 

I  Brigadier  General. 

P.  S.     I   request  that  Captain  King  may  be 
j  sent  over  on  his  parole,  according  to  treaty. 

The  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Erie. 


No.  41. 

Brigadier   General   Tannehill   to    Brigadier    General 

Smyth. 

Buffalo,  November  30,  1812. 

Sir:  I  am  just  informed  by  Major  Mowry 
that  you  were  told  that  I  did  not  communicate 
your  orders  of  yesterday  to  my  brigade.  Imme- 
diately after  receiving  them  I  had  directed  my 
Brigade  Major  to  take  them  to  camp,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  brigade,  but,  in  a  few  minutes 
after  I  gave  this  order,  several  of  the  field  officers 
who  had  been  ordered  to  command  the  men  who 
had  volunteered  to  cross  into  Canada,  came  into 
my  quarters,  who  each,  individually,  read  the 
orders.  I  ordered  one  of  the  field  officers  to  the 
navy  yard,  to  carry  that  part  of  your  orders  re- 
specting the  boats,  into  effect.  1  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  Major  Douglass  for  a  more  minute 
detail. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  TANNEHILL. 

Brigadier  General. 

Brig.  Gen.  Smyth. 


No.  42. 

HEAOaUARTERS,  BlaCK  RoCK, 

November  30,  1812. 

The  Deputy  Q.uartermasterwill  have  four  days' 
provisions  for  2,500  men  at  the  navy  yard,  this 
evening,  by  four  o'clock.  The  liquor  is  not  to 
be  omitted. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 

Monday,  Nov.  30,  lOJ  A.  M. 
The  contractor  shall  be  called  on.     Transpor- 
tation is  in  readiness.     No  delay. 

JAMES  THOMAS, 
Deputy  Quartermaster. 
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:  No.  43. 

;  HEAOaCARTERS.  BlACK  RoCK. 

l'  November  30,  1812. 

i  The  camp  at  the  plains  near  Mr.  Granger's 
vwill  be  brolien.  The  sick  and  the  camp  equipaige 
Vwill  be  removed  to  Buffalo. 

1  The  Deputy  Quartermaster  is  charged  with 
fihe  execution  of  this  order,  and  to  provide  quar- 
*ters  for  the  sick,  whatever  may  be  the  expense. 

2  ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


V 

* 


I  No.  44. 

>  Colonel^hujler  to  General  Smyth. 

*  Camp  near  Bdffalo,  Dec.  1,  1812. 

I  Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  desire,  commu- 
Jiicated  to  me  by  the  Brigade  Major,  I  have  the 
)(onor  to  state  that  I  was  not  able  yesterday  morn- 
ing to  parade  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
tnen,  exelu»ive  of  twenty-one  men  detailed  the 


i  * 


4 


preceding  night  for  guard.  The  number  marched 
to  the  river  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
P.  P.  SCHUYLER. 

Gen.  Smyth.  Colonel  I3th  Inptry. 


No.  45. 
Camp  near  BurrAi-o,  Dec.  2,  1812. 
There  were  marched  from  this  encampment, 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th  November,  1812.  to 
the  river  Niagara,  the  following  force,  belonging 
to  the  consolidated  12ih  and  20lh  of  United  States' 
infantry,  viz: 

1  Colonel,  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  1   Major,  1 
Adjutant,  1  Surgeon,  4  Captains.   3   First   Lieu- 
tenants, 6  Second  Lieutenants,  3  Ensigns,  12  Ser- 
geants, 21  Corporals,  and  181  Privates. 
THOMAS  PARKER, 

Colonel  12tk  U.  S.  Infantry. 
Robert  G.  Hite. 

Adjutant  I2th  and  20th  Infantry. 
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No.  46. 
Return  of  TVoops  of  Fourteenth  Regiment,  embarked  on  29th  November,  1812. 


MVMaxa    OP     KISIMKITT. 
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ForaTiiHTH  RxoiKEivT. — November  29. 

Captain  Montgomery's  Company  •        •        .        . 
"       Kent'g                   ditto        .... 
"       Sulljvan'a             ditto        .... 
"       Lane's                  ditto        .... 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

I 
1 

1 

_ 

1 

3 
2 

I 
3 

5 
2 
2 

4 

68 
28 
42 
60 

4 

3 

2 

2 

9 

13 

188 

221 

TwiKTT-THIRD    RlGIKBlTT. 

Captain  Armstrong's  Company      .... 
"       MUls'                  ditto           .... 
"       Van  Vechten's  ditto           .... 

1 

1 
1 

I 
1 

- 

1 

2 

4 
1 

3 

2 
6 

24 
21 
10 

3 

2 

- 

I 

7 

11 

55 

1% 

FoDKTiKHTH  RxGiKXKT. — December  1. 

Captain  Montgomery's  Company  .... 

Kent's                  ditto        .... 

"       Soilivan's              ditto        .... 

"       Lane's                  ditto        .... 

T 

1 

1 
I 

I 
1 

1 

2 
2 
2 

5 
2 
1 
2 

46 
20 
24 
32 

2 

3 

S 

1 

6 

10 

122 

145 

TwiHTT-THIBD   RsoillSST. 

Captain  Armstrong's  Company      .... 

"       Mills'                 ditto          .... 

Van  Vechten's  ditto           .... 

I 
1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 
3 
2 

2 
2 
3 

18 
23 
33 

3 

2 

- 

1 

6 

7 

63 

83 

RECAPITULATION. 

November  29,  1813.— Fourteenth  Regiment 221 

Twenty-third  Regiment        .-...-..79 

Total  officers  and  men        •        .        .        .        .      300 

December  1,  1812.— Fourteenth  Regiment 145 

Twenty-third  Regiment 92 

Total  officers  and  men        .....       227 
CHAS.  G.  BOERSTLER,  Lieut.  Col.  14M  Infantry. 
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No.  49. 

A  Return  of  Men  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClure,  tcho  icere  embarked  on  Tuee 

day,  December  1.  1812. 

Captain  Allison.— One  lieutenant,  thirty-nine  non-comnaissioned  officers  and  privates.  To- 
tal, 40. 

Captain  Moore.— One  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  ninetv-ihree 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.     Total,  97.  "  ' 

Captain  Mahar.— One  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  en.sijrn  forty  non- 
comraissioned  officers  and  privates.     Total,  44.  6  ;         y 

Captain  Richardson. — Absent,  and  all  his  men. 

Captain  Tate.— One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  six  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  To- 
tftl,  8. 

Captain  Walker. — One  lieutenant  and  two  privates.     Total  3. 

Captain  Powers.— Not  embarked  ;  he,  in  a  short  time  after,  returned  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
barking. ^     ' 

Captain  Dillan. — Not  embarked. 

Captain  Collins.— One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  forty-seven  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers  and  privates.     Total  50. 

Captain  Philips.— One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  thirty-seven  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates.     Total,  40. 

Captain  ^Marshall.— One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  twelve  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates. 
Total,  14.  '^ 

Total.    20  commissioned  officers, 

276  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 
There  are  now  a  great  number  of  men  sick  and  unfit  for  duty. 

FRANCIS  McCLURE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  United  States'  Volunteers. 
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No.  51. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  McFeely  to  General  Smyth. 
Fort  Niagara,  Dec.  1,  1812. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  by  Ensign 
Culverson  of  my  regiment,  (who  lakes  charge  of 
six  deserters,  arrived  here  thi.s  morning  from  the 
Canada  side,  near  the  Thirty  Mile  creek,)  of  the 
situation  of  the  force  here. 

By  the  different  reports  of  this  morning,  com- 
pared with  those  of  seFeral  morninsfs  back.  I  find 
that  there  has  crept  into  this  garrison  a  dreadful 
contagion,  which,  on  an  average,  carries  off  be- 
tween three  and  five  each  day. 

I  have,  ic.  GEO.  McFEELY, 

Lieut.  Col.  22d  Infantry. 


No.  52. 
Colonel  Winder  to  General  Smyth. 

Camp  CxNAJoacATT  Creek, 

December  2,  1912. 

Sir:  I  have  uaderstood  that  the  12th  and  20ih 
regiments  have  obtained  permission  to  retire  to 
the  interior,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  their 
quarters  for  the  Winter.  If  a  permission  of  that 
kind  can  be  granted  to  any  of  the  corps.  I  pray 
you  to  extend  that  indulgence  to  the  14th.  They 
have  encountered  a  series  of  fatigue  and  hard- 
ship, so  greatly  beyond  that  of  any  other  corps, 
that  they  not  only  have  a  claim  to  be  relieved, 
but  llie  last  eight  or  ten  days  have  so  shattered 
the  regiment,  boih  officers  and  men,  that  repose 
and  comfort  are  absolutely  necessary  to  them. 

With  respect  to  myself,  if  you  should  deem 
my  services  of  importance,  anywhere,  1  shall 
most  cheerfully  yield  them  ;  but  I  beseech  you  to 
permit  the  balance  of  the  regiment  to  retire  to  the 
mterior,  where  vegetables  and  other  food  suited 
to  recruit  them  can  be  procured. 

I  was  extremely  anxious  to  visit  home  this 
Winter,  to  have  coni|)leted  the  adjustment  of  ray 
private  affairs,  upon  which,  in  the  event  of  my 
death,  a  family  will  depend  for  a  very  slender 
pittance.  But  if  objects  of  public  service  can  be 
more  effectually  accomplished  by  my  remaining 
here,  in  your  judgment,  I  shall  with  the  utmost 
cheerfulness  devote  myself  to  the  accomplishment 
of  your  wishes. 

What  order  will  be  taken  with  the  23d  ?  I  have 
only  understood  that  they  were  connected  with 
my  command  in  the  field. 

I  called  at  General  Tannehill's  quarters  after  I 
saw  you,  but  he  was  sick  in  bed.  and  no  meeting 
had  or  was  to  take  place  so  far  as  I  could  bear. 

I  am,  &.C.  WM.  H.  WINDER. 

Colonel  lith  Infantry. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alex'r  Smyth, 

Commanding  Centre  Army. 


is  greatly  restored,  although  not  sufficiently  so  as 
to  venture  much  out  of  ray  quarters.      Major 
I  Douglass  waits  on  you  with  an  inspeciioo  return 
!  of  my  late  brigade;  respectable  a  few  days  since, 
I  but  now  reduced  by  some  unaccountable  fatality 
'  to  less  than  a  single  regiment.    You  will  discover, 
:  from  the  return,  that  the  officers,  as  well  as  the 
privates,  are  infected  with  the  same  dishonorable 
contagion — desertion.     I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  ex- 
press my   feelings  on  the  present  state  of  our  lit- 
tle army. 
I      I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  can,  or  ought  to 
be  done   with    the  brigade   staff,  field   and  regi- 
mental staff,  and  company  officers,  who  have  be- 
come supernumerary.    I  await  your  special  orders 
how  I  am  to  act  on  the  occasion  generally.     The 
expenses  have   been   too  great  already,  without 
any   public   benefits  arising,   and   to   hold    them 
longer   would   only   be  an  accumulation  of  the 
same  evil.     I  am,  with  due  re-^pect,  &c. 

A.  TANNEHILL,  Brig.  Gen. 


No.  54. 

HEAOa'RS,  Ca.NTONM't  WlLLIAMSVlLLE, 

December  8,  1812. 
By  a  return  of  the  brigade  of  General  Tanne- 
hill,of  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  it  appears  that  five 
captains,  fuur  lieutenants,  eleven  ensigns,  eighty- 
three  sergeants,  eighty-nine  corporals,  twenty-five 
musicians,  and  nine  hundred  and  thirty  privates, 
had  revolted  and  deserted,  leaving  for  duty  only 
two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  privates. 

In  consequence  thereof,  General  Tannehil!  will 
be  pleased  to  organize  the  remaining  non-com- 
missioned officers,  mu>icians,  and  privates,  into  a 
battalion,  under  the  command  of  Major  Harriett. 
A  furlough  for  the  residue  of  the  time  for  which 
he  ha?  been  called  into  service  is  granted  to  Brig- 
adier General  Tannehill  and  his  brigade  staff. 
A   furlough   for  the  residue   of  this   month  is 
'  granted  to  the  field  officers  of  General  Tannehill's 
,  brigade,  except  Major  Harriett;  from  the  expira- 
tion of  which  furlough  they  shall  be  considered 
as  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  Stales. 

HAROLD  SMYTH, 
Lieut.  3d  artillery  and  A.  D.  C. 


No.  55. 
Probable  situation  of  troops  during  the  Winter,  1812, 
on  the  Niagara  frontier,  liable  to  vary  by  discbargM, 
arrivalB,  and  movements. 
Buffalo,  about 


No.  53. 

Brigadier  General  Tannehill  to  Brigadier  General 
Smyth. 

At  Mr.  Watson'8,  Butfalo,  Dec.l,  1812. 

Sir:  I  feel  happy  to  inform  you  that  my  health 


Black  Rock,  about  - 
WiUiamsville,  about 
Fort  Niagara,  about 
Fort  Grey,  unknown. 

Total 


No.  56. 


600 
400 
1,300 
300 

2,600 


Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

Wythe  Codrt-Hocse,  Feb.  3,  1813. 
Sir:    I  received  from  General  Dearborn  leave 
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of  absence  from  the  army  for  seventy-five  days, 
and  an  order  to  report  myself  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  left  llie 
array  on  the  17th  December,  and  the  term  will 
expire  on  the  1st  of  March.  I  have  thought  proper 
to  inform  you,  that  an  order  directed  to  this  place 
will  find  me,  and  will  be  obeyed  at  any  time. 
.  Although  I  have  devoted  myself  to  the  service 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  all  my  official  acts  have 
proceeded  from  an  ardent  wish  to  serve  them 
faithfully,  yet.  not  having  hitherto  succeeded,  I 
would  prefer  not  to  a[)pear  at  Washington  until 
I  can  deserve  the  applause  of  my  superiors. 

I  earnestly  request  that  I  may  have  the  same 
command,  during  the  ensuing  campaign,  I  had 
last  Autumn. 

If  you    deem    necessary   an    inquiry    into   the 
charges  made  against  me,  of  misconduct  on  the 
28th  November  and  Isi  December  last,  I  pray  that 
it  may  be  made,  and  the  facts  reported. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
,  ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 

Brigadier  General. 

Hod.  Geo.  Armstrong. 


} 


i 


No.  57. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  the  Secretary 

of  Wir. 

WvTHE.  3/ay  11,  1813. 

Sir:  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  trou- 
blesome, in  requesting  that  you  will  cause  an 
answer  to  be  given  to  the  inquiry,  whether  I  am 
now  considered  as  an  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  or  not? 

There    may,   I  conceive,   be  several   construc- 
tions of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  relative  to  the 
General  staff  of  the  army,  as  it  may  affi^ct  myselt. 
:  1.  That  I  continue  a  Brigadier  General  of  the 
'i  line.     2.  That  1  am  an  Inspector  General,  with 
.;  reduced  rank.     3.  That  my  appointment  was  a 
'mere   slafif  appointment,   the    rank    only    brevet 
rank,    and.  consequently,  my   commission    as  a 
'  Colonel  of  the  army  unaftected.    4.  That  my  ap- 
pointment,  although   a   mere  staff  appointment, 
vacated  my  commission  as  a  Colonel  in  the  line, 
and  that,  by  the  late  act.  I  have  been  legislated 
out  of  office, 
i      Rank  in  the  army,  I  conceive,  is  either — 1.  Rank 
i  in  the  line ;    2.  Brevet  rank,  or  rank  in  the  staff, 
f  All  rank  that  confers  command  is  rank  in  the  line. 
.  A  promotion  in  the  staff  does  not  take  away  rank 
in  the  line.     A  promotion   that  takes  away  rank 
in  the  line  must  confer  rank  in  the  line.    An  offi- 
cer commissioned   with  the  rank  of  a  Brigadier 
General,  is  an  officer  in  the  line.    General  Greene, 
Quartermaster  General,  commanded  as  an  officer 
of  the  line.    General  Steuben,  Inspector  General, 
did  also.     General  Hamilton,  Inspector  General, 
;  commanded  the  whole  army. 

The  late  act  relative  to  the  army  staff  expressly 

provides  that  the  Quartermaster  General  shall 

nave  only   brevet  rank.     It   has  the  expression. 

;  "as  heretofore;"  but  this  can  have  no  retrospect- 

ivfc  operation.     It  cannot  make  the  rank  held  by 


General   Hamilton   mere  brevet  rank.      I   have 
commanded,  and  been  fully  recognised  by  my  su- 
periors as  an  officer  in  the  line.     (See  sixty-sec- 
ond article  Rules  and  Articles  of  War.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 
Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec''ry  of  War. 


No.  58. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  printer,  of 
Pittsburg,  to  General  Smyth,  dated 

April  3.  1813. 
••  There  is  a  number  of  cases  combined  against 
you,  I  am  satisfied,  that  prevented  you  from  act- 
ing. Ist.  The  season  was  gone  to,  in  the  Win- 
ter. Had  you  have  gone  over  you  must  have 
been  defeated.  They  had  collected  all  their  force 
at  this  point;  was  stronger  than  you  could  have 
calculated.  You  have  done  better  by  acting  the 
part — saving  the  troops  for  the  Summer  cam- 
paign. One  thing,  they  and  the  officers  will  be 
belter  trained  ;  will  act  better  with  raw  troops, 
who  come  forward  the  present  Summer." 


No.  59. 
Certificate  of  Lieutenant  John  G.  Camp. 

I  do  certify  thai,  for  several  days  together.  I 
was  unable  to  procure  either  flour  or  whiskey 
from  the  contractor,  and  Irom  the  25th  October 
till  15th  December.  I  was  unable  to  procure  salt 
meat  more  than  once  or  twice,  notwithstanding 
a  general  order  requiring  salt  provisions  three 
days  in  a  week.  Soap,  the  contractor  has  been 
very  deficient  in,  so  much  that  there  has  l)een  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  pounds  due  to  the  12th 
and  20th  infantry  at  a  time,  not  being  able  to  gel 
it.  Tne  kidney  and  suet  has  almost  invariably 
been  taken  out  before  the  beef  was  issued,  and  in 
no  one  instance  have  I  been  able  to  procure  any  vin- 
egar in  kind.  In  a  word,  the  contractor  has  never 
issued  a  complete  ration  to  the  12ih  or  20th  regi- 
ment since  the  25th  December ;  from  which  time 
I  have  been  acting  a  Quartermaster. 

Given  under  my  band,  at  Williamsville,  this 
1st  February,  1813. 

JOHN  G.  CAMP. 

t^rst  Lietitenant,  ^c. 


No.  60. 

Copies,   extracts,   and  memorandums,  relative  to  the 
purchase  of  provisions. 

October  'Ziih. — Required  of  the  contractor  a  de- 
posite  of  two  months'  provisions  (besides  the 
current  issues)  for  three  thousand  men,  at  or 
within  a  mile  of  the  encampment  at  Mr.  Gran- 
ger's; and  of  two  months'  provisions  for  five 
hundred  men  (besides  the  current  issues)  at  Fort 
Niagara.  To  be  done  without  the  delay  of  a 
moment. 

Col.  Winder  to  Gen.  Smyth,  7th  November,  1812. 

''We  are  literally  starving  on  this  end  of  the 
line  for  bread,  and.  unless  the  supply   is  more 
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abundant,  the  contractors  will  be  answerable  for 
consequences  more  fatal  to  their  country  than 
treason." 

November  S^/i.— Notified  General  P.  B.  Porter 
of  the  above,  and  ordered  the  Deputy  Quarter- 
master to  purchase  two  montiis'  jtrovisions  for 
Fort  Niagara,  in  ten   days,  for  five  hundred  men. 

November  22c/. — The  requisition  of  October 
24th  not  being  complied  with,  ordered  the  Dep- 
uty Quartermaster  to  purchase  flour  for  five 
thousand  troops,  for  two  months,  and  deposite  it 
at  or  near  Buffalo. 

Major  Armistead  to  General  Smyth,  dated    22d   No- 
vember, 1812. 

"But  my  greatest  concern  is  the  want  of  pro- 
visions, which,  if  not  supplied,  we  will  inevita- 
bly have  to  evacuate  the  post."  (Meaning  Fort 
Niagara.) 

November  2Uh. — Required  rations  for  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men,  for  four  days,  at  the  navy 
yard. 

CapUin  Thomas,  Deputy  Quartermaster,  to  General 
Smyth, dated  Not,  30,  1812,  10  o'clock,  P.  M. 

"Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
this  morning,  for  the  furnishing  of  provisions  at 
the  navy  yard  this  evening,  I  called  on  the  con- 
tractor, who  furnished  me  the  pork  and  whiskey 
required;  thirty-five  barrels  of  flour  were  all  I 
could  obtain,  which  is  deposited  at  the  navy 
yard." 

N.  B. — Quantity  required:  ten  barrels  whis- 
key; thirty-eight  ditto  pork;  sixty  ditto  flour. 

General  Tannehill  to  General  Smyth,  Dec.  1,  1812. 

"There  is  a  complaint  by  the  regimental  quar- 
termasters that  there  is  no  flour  to  be  drawn." 


No.  61  a. 
Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  General  Peter  B.  Porter- 

Headuuartehs  Army  of  the  Centre, 

Near  Buffalo,  October  24.  1812. 
Sir  :  Having  the  command  of  the  array  of  the 
United  States  on  this  frontier,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  require  of  you  a  deposite  of  provision  for 
three  thousand  men  for  two  months,  (beside  the 
current  issues.)  to  be  made  within  a  mile  of  my 
present  encampment;  and  a  deposite  of  provis- 
ions for  five  hundred  men,  for  two  months,  (be- 
side the  current  issues.)  to  be  made  at  Fort  Ni- 
agara. 

This  is  required  to  be  done  without  the  delay 
of  a  moment. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 
ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
The  Contractor,  dtc. 
A  true  copy.  JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

Captain  and  Brigade  Major. 


No.  61  6. 
Colonel  W.  H.  Winder  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
Fort  Niagara,  Nov.  7,  1812. 
Sir:   I  wrote   you  yesterday  at  considerable 


length  by  Quartermaster  Allison.  Major  Arm- 
istead deems  it  necessary  to  go  to  Black  Rock, 
to  present  to  you  his  ideas  of  this  place  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view. 

The  Major  apprehends  that  there  is  risk  of  en- 
terprise against  this  place  from  the  other  side, 
and  that  there  is  danger  of  its  succeeding,  if  at- 
tempted where  the  infantry  are  withdrawn  ;  my 
opinion,  you  will  recollect,  has  been,  that  the  en- 
emy would  not  attempt  anj  thing  against  this  end 
of  the  line  ;  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion.  How 
far  he  might  succeed,  if  he  attempted  it,  would 
depend  upon  the  force  he  employed,  and  the 
courage  and  firmness  of  the  resistance  here.  My 
practical  knowledge  of  the  defence  of  fortified 
places  does  not  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion 
upon  the  subject  which  would  be  entitled  to 
much  weight.  Major  Armistead  is  informed  of 
my  views  of  this  place  as  detailed  io  my  letter 
of  the  17th  October;  but  his  views  are  derived 
more  probably  from  his  professional  knowledge 
and  skill  than  from  general  considerations. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  a  successful  effort  on 
any  part  of  the  line  will  be  a  protection  to  this 
place  equal  to  that  of  any  force  which  might  be 
thrown  in  here  ;  because  I  believe  the  enemy,  so 
far  from  thinking  of  attacking  us,  is  exerting 
every  nerve  to  evade  a  blow  which  they  dread 
from  us. 

Three  vessels  are  just  arriving,  one  was  here 
before;  it  is  not  yet  perceived  that  they  bring 
any  force. 

We  are  literally  starving  on  this  end  of  the 
line  for  bread;  and,  unless  the  supply  is  more 
abundant,  the  contractors  will  be  answerable  for 
consequences  more  fatal  to  their  country  than 
treason. 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  sir.  your  obedi- 
dient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 

Colonel  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  Smyth, 

Commanding  Centre  Army. 

No.  61  c. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  toCapl.  Thomas, 
Deputy  Quartermaster. 

HtADQCARTERd,  CaMP   NEAR  BuFPALO, 

November  8,  1812. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  on  the  day  on  which 
you  receive  this  order,  to  purchase  provisions  for 
Fort  Niagara;  into  which,  within  ten  days,  you 
will  deliver  rations  for  five  hundred  men  for  two 
months. 

Be  pleased  to  consider  this  order  ai  one  of  the 
most  peremptory  kind.  Fort  Niagara,  if  invested 
a  week,  must  surrender  from  hunger. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 

Captain  Thomas.  Deputy  Qxiartermasier . 


A  true  copy. 


> 


JAS.  BANKHEAD. 
Captain  and  Brigade  Major. 
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No.  61  d. 
Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  General  Peter  B.  Porter. 
Camp  near  Bcffalo.  Nor.  8,  1812. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received,  from  the  command- 
ing officer  of  Fort  Niagara,  a  letter,  ia  which  he 
lajrst  "We  are  literally  starving  on  this  end  of 
the  line  for  bread  ;  and,  unless  the  supply  is  more 
abundant,  the  contractors  will  be  answerable  for 
consequences   more  fatal  to   their  country  than 
treason."' 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient. 

i  ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
General  P.  B.  Porter. 
A  true  copy.  JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

Captain  and  Brigade  .Major. 


No.  61  e. 

Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  Captain  Thomas,  Deputy 

Quartermaster. 

Headquarters.  Camp  near  Buffalo, 

November  22,  1812. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  purchase  immedi- 
ately, and  deposite  at  or  near  Buffalo,  flour  for 
five  thousand  troops  for  two  months,  besides  the 
current  issues. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 

P.  S. — You  are  not  to  hesitate  about  price. 

Capt.  Thomas,  Deputy  Q  .\f. 

A  true  copy.  HAROLD  SMYTH, 

Lieutenant  Third  Artillery. 


No.  61  / 
Major  Armistead  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
Lewistown.  Nor.  22.  1812. 

Sir:  I  left  Niagara  with  the  intention  of  see- 
ing you.  but  finding  my  horse  not  able  to  proceed, 
I  have  declined  going.  My  business  was  to  gel, 
if  possible,  some  ammunition  for  the  garrison,  as 
we  nearly  expended  alt  we  had  yesterday,  and 
which  did  the  enemy  great  damage — destroyed 
one  of  their  best  buildings,  and  did  the  town  con- 
siderable datiiage  ;  sunk  a  schooner  that  was  sent 
out  of  Genesee  river,  and  dismounted  several  of 
their  guns. 

It  gives  me  extreme  pleasure  to  inform  you 
that  the  officers  behaved  themselves  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  bravery.  Captain  Leonard 
was  as  conspicuous  as  to  coolness  and  attention 
as  I  have  ever  seen.  We,  on  our  part,  lost  five 
men — three  from  the  bursting  of  a  gun,  and  two 
from  the  enemy's  fire;  several  wounded  from 
careless  loading.  If  possible,  dear  sir.  send  on 
ammunition  for  eighteen  and  six  pounders,  and 
fours;  but  my  greatest  concern  is  the  want  of 
provisions,  which,  if  not  supplied,  we  will  inevi- 
tably have  to  evacuate  the  post. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  K.  ARMISTEAD. 

General  Alexander  Smyth. 


No.  61  g. 

Deputy  Quartermaster  James  Thomas  to   Brigadier 
General  Smyth. 

Camp  at  Black  Rock, 

Noreviber  30,  1812. 
Sir:  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  order 
of  this  morning  for  the  furnishing  '"of  provisions 
at  the  navy  yard,  this  evening,"  I  called  on  the 
contractor,  who  furnished  me  the  pork  and  whis- 
key required.  Thirty-five  barrels  of  flour  was 
all  I  could  obtain,  which  is  deposited  at  the  navy 
yard. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  THOMAS.  D.  Q.  M. 
General  Alexander  S.myth. 

N.  B.— Q,uantity  required  :  10  barrels  whiskey, 
38  barrels  pork,  and  00  barrels  flour. 


No.  m  h 

Brigadier  General  A.  Tannehill  to  Brigadier   General 

Smyth. 

Buffalo,  December  1.  1812. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  I 
have  convened  the  commanding  officers  of  my 
brigade,  and  consulted  them  on  the  posts  you 
denominated  for  my  command — either  Buffalo, 
Scblosser,  or  Niagara;  the  result  has  been  the 
choice  of  cantonment  near  Buffalo.  I  have  di- 
rected the  Quartermaster  of  the  brigade,  with 
the  assistance  of  five  officers,  to  examine  for  sit- 
uation, &c..  which  I  expect  will  be  near  our  pres- 
ent encampment.  Yourapprobation  to  this  choice 
will  relieve  my  men  from  much  fatigue  of  march- 
ing to  a  more  distant  place,  as  also  from  an  in- 
clement season. 

There  is  a  complaint  by  the  regimental  Q,uar- 
termasters  that  there  is  no  flour  to  be  drawn. 

1  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  humble 
servant, 

A.  TANNEHILL. 
Brigadier  General  let  Brigade 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

General  Alexander  Smyth. 


TRIAL  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HULL. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen'b  Office, 
}yashington,  April  25,  1814. 

GENERAL    ORDER. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial,  in  the  case 
of  William  Hull.  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  Slates,  having  b*en  submitted  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  having 
been  approved  by  him,  the  following  extract  there- 
from IS  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  each 
regimen:  of  the  array,  and  to  be  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  of  this  city. 

By  order :  J.  B.  WALBACH, 

AdjxUant  General. 
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At  a  General  Court  Martial  (ordered  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States)  conrened  at  .Albany, 
in  the  Slate  of  .Weir  York,  on  the  third  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, and  continued,  by  adjournments,  to  the 
twenty  fifth  day  of  March  folloicing.  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  teas  tried  on  the  following  charges 
and  specifications,  riz  : 

Charge  I. 

Treason  against  the  United  States,  between  the 
ninth  of  April  and  the  seventeenth  ot  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

First  specification. — In  this:  That  on  the  first 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  before  that  time  and  ever  since, 
an  open  and  public  war  was.  and  is  yet.  carried  on 
and  prosecuted  by  and  between  theUnited  Slates 
of  America  and   iheir  Territories,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and   Ireland,  and  the 
dependencies  thereof:  and  that  William  Hull,  a 
Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the  said  United 
States,  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  Slates,  owing 
allegiance  to  the  said    United    States,  and    late 
Commander  of  the  Northwestern   Array  of  the 
said   United  States,  well  knowing  the  premises, 
and    traitorously  and    unlawfully  designing   and 
contriving    to   send    and    convey  intelligence   to 
the  said  enemies  of  the  said  United  States-,  touch- 
ing a  declaration  of  war  by  the  said  United  States, 
against  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  thedependencies  thereof;  and  also 
touching  the  expedition  on  which  the  said  North- 
western army  under  his  command,  as  aforesaid, 
was  employed;  and  also  touching  the  numbers, 
state,  and  conditionof  the  said  Northwestern  army; 
in  prosecution  of  the  said  traitorous  and  unlawful 
design,  on  the  said   first  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
aforesaid,  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  the 
lake,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  the  said  Wil- 
liam Hull  (then  and  there  being  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  being 
then  and   there  commander  of  the  said   North- 
western army  as  aforesaid)  did   traitorously  hire 
or  cause  to  be  hired,  an  unarmed  vessel,  with  the 
pretended  purpose  of  transporting  therein  certain 
sick  soldiers,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  hospital 
stores  belonging  to  the  said  Norlhwestern  army, 
from   the  said   rapids  of  the  river   Miami  of  the 
lake,  to  Detroit  in  the  said  Territory  of  Michigan, 
but,  in  truth,  traitorously  contriving  and    intend- 
ing that  the  said   unarmed  vessel,  together  with 
all  persons,  papers,  and  things  put  on  board  there- 
of, should  be  captured  by  the  enemies  of  the  said 
United   Stales,  on  the   passage  of  the  said    un- 
armed vessel  from  the  said   rapids  of  the  river 
Miami  of  the  lake,  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  aforesaid:  and   that  the  said 
William  Hull,  in  further  prosecution  of  his  said 
traitorous  and  unlawful  design  and  contrivance, 
(being  then  and  there  a  Brigadier  Greneral  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid,  and  being 
then  and  there  commander  of  the  said  Northwest- 
ern army  as  aforesaid.)  did  then  and  there  traitor- 
ously put,  or  traitorously  cause  to  be  put  on  board 


of  the  said  unarmed  vessel,  a  trunk,  containing 
(among  other  things)  the  official  correspondence 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  and 
the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  as  well 
touching  the  expedition  on  which  ilie  said  North- 
western army  under  his  cummand  as  aforesaid 
was  then  employed,  as  touching  a  declaration  of 
war  by  the  »aid  United  Slates  against  the  said 
United  Kingdcim  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
the  dependencies  thereof,  and  also  certain  official 
muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the  numbers, 
state  and  condition  of  the  said  Northwestern 
army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid:  and  that 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  second  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  afjresaid,  the  said  vessel  so  as  aforesaid 
traitorously  hired  or  traitorously  caused  to  be 
hired,  by  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  on  its  passage  from  the  said  rapids  of  the 
river  Miami  of  the  lake  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  was 
captured  by  the  said  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
having  on  board  thereof,  at  the  time  of  the  said 
capture,  the  said  trunk  containiog  the  said  offi- 
cial correspondence,  as  well  touching  the  said 
expedition,  as  the  said  declaration  of  war.  and 
the  said  official  muster-rolls,  reports  and  returns 
of  the  numbers,  state  and  condition  of  the  said 
Norlhwestern  army — together  with  certain  sick 
soldiers,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  hospital 
stores  belonging  to  the  said  Norlhwestern  army — 
and  by  means  of  \he  said  capture,  and  in  fulfil- 
ment of  the  said  traitorous  and  unlawful  design, 
contrivance,  and  intendment  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  the  said  official  corres- 
pondence, as  well  touching  the  said  expedition, 
as  the  said  declaration  of  war,  and  the  said  official 
muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the  numbers, 
state  and  condition  of  the  said  Norlhwestera 
Array — together  with  certain  sick  soldiers,  and 
the  principal  part  of  the  hospital  stores  of  the 
said  Northwestern  army — came  to  the  possession, 
knowledge,  and  use  of  the  enerale^  of  the  said 
United  States;  giving  informaiion  and  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  Slates, 
as  well  touching  the  said  expedition  as  touching 
the  said  declaration  of  war  ;  and  also  touching 
the  nurabers.state.and  condition  of  the  said  North- 
western army  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and 
there  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid  ;  whereby  the 
said  William  Hull,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  aforesaid,  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Mi- 
ami of  the  lake  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid,  (being  then  and  there  a  Briga- 
dier General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  being  then  and  there  commander  of  the  said 
Northwestern  army  as  aforesaid,  and  being  then 
and  there  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States, 
owing  allegiance  to  the  said  United  States)  did 
then  and  ihere  traitorously  and  unlawfully  hold 
correspondence  with  and  give  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  and  did  then  and  there  traitorously,  by 
the  means  aforesaid,  adhere  to  the  enemies  of  the 
said  United  States,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
Second  specification. — And  also  in  this:  That 
afterwards  and  during  the  said  war,  so  as  afore- 
said carried  on  and  prosecuted   by  and  between 
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the  said  UDited  States  of  America  and  their  Ter- 
r»ti>ries,  and  the  said   United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Bi'itain  and  Ireland, and  tlie  dependencies  thereof, 
llip   said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
S^tes,  under  ibe  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  havingentered 
ihf  said  British   province  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
ha-ving  established  a  military  post  at  or  near  Sand- 
wrj'h,  in  the  said  British  prorince  of  Upper  Can- 
aJfi,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  Brigadier 
Qioeral  William  Hull  to  maintain  and  defend,  in 
or^jer  that  the  said  war  might  and  should  be  ad- 
vajitageously  carried  on  and  prosecuted,  on  behalf 
of  the  said  United   States,  and   more  especially 
th»tacertain  British  fortcalled  Maiden. otherwise 
caj-ed  Amhersiburg,  in  the  said  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  occupied  by  the  enemies  of  the 
sai'.l  United  States,  might  and  should   be  advan- 
tageously attacked  and  taken  by  the  said  Norlh- 
wt^iern  army  of  the  said  United  States,  under 
thi;^' command  of  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
lia{n  Hull  as  aforesaid,  yet  the  said  William  Hull. 
(a 'Brigadier  General   in   the  Army  of  the  said 
Ui^iied  States,  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States, 
owing  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  eom- 
m*nder  of  the   said   i\orthwesiern  army  of  the 
said  United  States  as  aforesaid,)  well  knowing 
thi|  premises,  on   the  eighth  day  of  August,  in 
th^^  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
at^andwich  aforesaid,  m  the  British   province 
of-Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  did  then  and  there 
traitorously  and  unlawfully  conspire  and   com- 
bii^e    with   certain   enemies  of  the  said   United 
Sijites,  (whose  names  are  unknown,)  to  quit  and 
abijndon  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States 
ihh  said   military   post   established    by   the   said 
Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  Slates,  at 
or  near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  British  prov- 
ince of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  and   to  prevent 
th*  said   British  fore   called   Maiden,   otherwise 
cay^d  Amherstburg,  from  being  attacked  and  re- 
duced, or  an   attempt  being   made  to  reduce  the 
sai^e,  by  the  said  Northwestern  array  of  the  said 
Ufiiied   Slates,  under   the  command  of  the  said 
Brigadier   General   William   Hull  as  aforesaid; 
ai>^  that  the  said  William  Hull  (ihen  and  therea 
B.Tgadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the  said  United 
Sl;jles,  then   and  there  being  commander  of  the 
saiA  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
an*  then   and   there   being  a  citizen  of  the   said 
Uojted  Stales,  owing  allegiance  to  the  said  Uni- 
ted'States)  in   prosecution  of  the  said  traitorous 
corkspiracy  and  combinatjon,  did   then  and  there 
tra^orously  quit  and  abandon,  and    did    then  and 
thtjre  traitorously  cause  to  be  quitted  and  aban- 
doijed,  the  said  military  post  established  by  the 
saiij  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States 
as  ^foresaid,  at  or  near  Sandwich  as  aforesaid,  in 
thr4British  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid, 
anfdid  then  and  there  traitorously  neglect  and 
on^ji  to  make  the  proper  preparations  for  attack- 
ing' and  reducing,  or  attempting  to  reduce  the 
»ai^  British   fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise  called 
Ariherstburg,  but  on  the  contrary  did  then  and 
thijje  traitorously  prevent  the  same  from  being 
»it|^cked  and  reduced,  and  an  attempt  being  made 


to  reduce  the  same  by  the  said  Northwestern  army 

of  the  said  United  States,  then   and   there  under 
his  command  .is  aforesaid  ;  and  in  further  prose- 
cution of  the  said  traitorous  conspiracy  and  com- 
bination, did  (hen  and  there  traitorously  march, 
withdraw,  and  remove,  and  traitorously  order  to 
be  marched,  withdrawn  and  removed,  the  main 
bodyof  the  said  North  western  army  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  said  military  posl  established 
by  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
Slates,  at  or  near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  to  a  place 
out  of  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
to  wit:  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid  ;   whereby  the  said  William 
Hull,  on   the  said   eighth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year   one   thousand    eight    hundred   and    twelve 
aforesaid,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  said  Brit- 
ish province  of  Upper  Canada,  (being  then  and 
there  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the  said 
United   States,  and   being   then  and  there  com- 
mander of  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  being  then  and  there  a  citizen 
of  the  "aid  United  States,  owing  allegiance  to  the 
said   United   States)  did   then  and  there  traitor- 
ously conspire,  combine,  and  hold  correspondence 
with  theenemiesof  the  said  United  States, and  did 
then  and  there  traitorously  and  shamefully  qui  land 
abandon,  and   traitorously  and  shamefully  cause 
to  be  quitted  and  abandoned,  the  said  military 
post,  so  as  aforesaid  established  by  the  said  North- 
westera  army  of  the  said  United   States,  at  or 
near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  and  did  then  and  there 
traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to  make  the  proper 
preparations  for  attacking  and   reducing,  or   at- 
tempting to  reduce  the  said  fort  called  Maiden, 
otherwise  called  Amherstburg,  in  the  said  Brilish 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  but  did  then  and  there 
traitorously  prevent   the  said   British  fort  called 
Maiden, otherwise  called  Amhersiburg,  in  the  said 
British   province  of  Upper  Canada,  from   being 
attacked  and  reduced,  or  an  attempt  being  made 
to  reduce  the  same  by  the  said  Northwestern  army 
of  the  said  United  States,  under  his  command  as 
aforesaid;  and  by  the  means  aforesaid,  did   then 
and  there  traitorously  adhere  to  iheenemies  of  the 
said  United  Slates,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
Third  specification. — And,  also,  in  this:  That 
afterwards  and  during  the  said  war  so  as  afore- 
said carried  on  and  prosecuted,  by  and  between  ihe 
said  United  Statesof  Americaand  their  Territories, 
and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  wit : 
on  the  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at 
Detroit,  in  the  Michigan  Territory  aforesaid,  the 
said  William  Hull  was  then  and  there  a  citizen 
of  the  said  United   States,  owing  allegiance  to 
the  said  United  States,  and  was  then  and  there 
a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted  States,  and  was  then  and  there  commander 
of  the  Northwestern  army  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  was  then  and  there  commander  of  a  certain 
fort,  called  Fori  Detroit,  and  belonging  to  the  said 
United  States,  erected  at   or  near  the  town  of 
Detroit,  upon  a  bank  of  the  river  Detroit,  in  the 
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said  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  the  works  whereof, 
and  the  guns  and  gun-carriages  belonging  thereto, 
then  were,  and  long  before  had  been  decayed,  di- 
lapidated, and  out  of  repair.  And  that  the  t-aid 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  then  and  there 
did  traitorously  conspire  and  combine  with  certain 
enemies  of  the  said  United  States,  (whose  names 
are  unknown.)  then  and  there  traitorously  and 
shamefully  to  surrender  and  abandon  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  said  United  States,  the  said  fort,  called 
Fort  Detroit,  belonging  to  the  said  United  Stales, 
as  aforesaid,  and  then  and  there,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull 


to  wit :  to  the  British  forces  then  and  there  under 
the  command  of  Major  General  Brock  ;  whereby 
the  said  William  Hull,  on  the  said  sixteenth  day 
of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  aforesaid,  ai  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  (being  then  and 
there  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  owing 
allegiance  to  the  said  United  States,  and  being 
then  and  there  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army 
of  the  said  United  Stales,  and  being  then  and 
there  commander  of  the  said  Northwestern  army 
of  the  said  United  Siates,and  being  then  and  there 
commander  of  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit, 
as  aforesaid,  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well  belonging  to  the  said  United  Stales  as  aforesaid.) 
as  militia,  then  and  there  under  the  command  of  I  did  then  and  there  traitorously  and  shamefully 
the  said  Brigadier  General  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  abandon  and  surrender  the  said  fort,  called  Fort 
all  the  public  stores  and  arms,  and  all  public  doc-  j  Detroit,  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States, 
umenis,  including  everything  else  of  a  public  na-  |  to  wit  :  to  the  said  British  troops  under  the  com- 
lure,  appertaining  to  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  i  mand  of  Major  General  Brock,  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
Detroit,  and  to  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  did  then  and  there  by  the  means  afore.said  traitor- 
said  United  Slates,  under  the  command  of  the  ously  adhere  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United 
said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid.  States,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
And  that  in  prosecution  of  the  said  traitorous 
conspiracy  and  combination,  the  said  Brigadier 
General   William   Hull   did  then  and  there  wil- 


Charge  II. 
Cowardice  at  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  De- 


fully  and  traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to  repair  i  iroit,  between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  seven- 
and  strengthen  the  works  of  the  said  fort,  called  teenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
Fori  Detroit,  then  and  there  under  his  command  '  eight  hundred  and  twdve. 

as  aforesaid,  and  to  put  the  same,  (togetiier  with  |  First  specification.— In  this  :  That  during  the 
thesaid  guns  and  gun-carriages  belonging  thereto)  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted 
into  a  proper  state  and  condition  for  resistance  j  by  and  between  the  said  United  States  of  Amer- 
and  defence  against  the  approaches,  attacks,  and    ica  and  their  Territories,  and  thesaid  Unitad  King- 


assaults  of  the  enemies  of  thesaid  United  States 
And  did  then  and  there  wilfully  and  traitorously 


dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  ihe  depen- 
dencies thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 


neglect  and  omit  to  fortify  the  places  and  passes  at  liam  Hull,  commanding  the  Northwestern  army 
and  near  to  the  said  fori,  called  Fort  Detroit,  by  of  the  said  United  States  as  aioresaid,  having 
and  through  which  the  troops  of  the  enemies  of  ^  entered  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Can- 
ihe  said  United  States  might  then  and  there  rea-  |  ada,  in  prosecution  of  the  said  war  on  behalf  of 
sonably  be  expected  to  approach.and  did  approach,  [thesaid  United  States,  and  being  there  in  posses- 
Ihe  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  for  the  purpose  |  sion  of  the  town  of  Sandwich  and  the  adjacent 
of  attacking  and  subduing  the  same.  And  did  '  country,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  said 
then  and  there  traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to  ^  United  States,  and  having  declared  and  avowed 
oppose,  resist,  repel,  and  defeat,  and  to  attempt  |  the  object  and  intention  of  attacking  and  subdu- 
lo  rei)el  and  defeat  the  troops  of  the  enemies  of  |  ingthc  British  fortcalled  Malden,otherwise  called 
thesaid  United  States,  in  their  hostile  prepara- i  Amherstburg,  in  thesaid  British  provinceof  Upper 
lions,  and  approach  to  and  towards  ihe  said  Canada,  and,  generally,  of  maintaining  and  en- 
fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  for  the  purpose  of  at-  larging  his  position  and  possession  in  the  said 
tacking  and  subduing  thesarae.  And  that,  in  fur-  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  eighth 
iher  prosecution  and  completion  of  the  said  irai-  j  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
torousconspiracy  and  combination,  Ihe  said  Brig- I  hundred  and  twelve,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid!*in 
adier  General  William  Hull  di  I  then  and  there  j  the  British  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid 
iraitorouslyandshamefullyabandonand  surrender  j  did  then  and  there  misbehave  himself  before  the' 
the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  then  and  there  !  enemy,  and  shamefully  manifest  an  undue  fear, 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  (which  it  was  !  and  apprehension  of  danger,  by  a  course  of  conduct 
his  duty  then  and  there  to  maintain  and  defend.)  j  and  conversation  evincing  personal  alarm,  agita- 
together  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well  as  ,  lion  of  mind  and  privation  of  judgment,  by  aban- 
militia.  then  and  there  in  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  j  doning  the  said  object  and  design  of  attacking  the 
Detroit,  then  and  there  belonging  to  the  saidUni-  said  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise  called 
ted  Slates  as  aforesaid,  and  then  and  there  under  Amherstburg.  by  quitting  the  position  and  posses- 
his  command  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  public  ,  sion  taken  at  the  town  of  Sandwich  and  in  the 
stores  and  arms,  and  public  documents,  including  [adjacent  country,  in  the  British  provinceof  Up- 


everything  else  of  a  public  nature,  in  and  apper 
laining  to  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  and 
10  the  said  Northwestern  array  of  the  said  United 
States,  then  and  there  under  hiscoramand  as  afore- 
said, unto  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  Slates, 
1 3th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 80 


perCanadaasaforesaid,and  by  retreating  abruptly 
from  and  out  of  the  said  British  province  of  Up- 
per Canada  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan aforesaid,  without  any  cause  for  so  doing, 
arising   from   the  superior  numbers,  state,  and 
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(^Diliiion  of  the  British  forces  which  were  then 
«Sid  there  opposed  to  the  said  Army  of  the  said 
Ignited  States,  under  the  command  of  the  said 
brigadier  General  William  Hull,  and  without 
^ny  other  just  and  sufficient  cause  whatsoever; 
Vhereby  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  North 


given  to  the  American  troops,  and  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said 
war,  was  exposed  to  hazard,  shame,  and  disap- 
pointment. 

Third  specification.— A.u(i.  also,  in  this:  That 
during  the  said  war,  carried  on  and  prosecuted 


Western  army  of  the  said  United  States  then  and  I  by  and  between  the  said  United  biates  ol  Amer- 
ijiere  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  j  ica  and  their  Territories*,  and  the  said  United 
rSreneral  William  Hull,  were  induced  to  lose  and  |  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
did  lose  all  confidence  in  the  personal  courage  !  dependencies  thereof,  to  wit:  on  the  sixteenth 
and  military  capacity  of  their  said  commander;  i  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  British  province  of  |  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  the  British  forces 

Vpper  Canada  were  taught  to  distrust  the  power     under    the    command   of  Major  General    Brock 
1 /•■_-f.L-: j:--/-" l._..U»^„ 


^ud  professions  of  the  invading  General ;  a  shade 
X*fas  cast  upon  the  repuiation  of  the  American 
arms;  and  the  service  of  the  said  United  States,  in 
t^ie  prosecution  of  tiie  said  war,  suffered  great 
♦detriment  and  disadvantage 


having  crossed  the  said  river  Detroit,  having 
landed  at  a  place  called  Spring  Wells,  otherwise 
called  Spring  Hill,  in  the  said  Territory  of  Mi- 
chigan, and  having  thence  marched  towards  the 
said  fort  of  Detroit  with  the  desigu  to  attack  the 


r  iSeconti  *pe<-i^ca/ion.— And,  also,  iu  this:  That  i  same,  the  said  Brigadier  General  Hull,  on  the 
(luring  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and  1  said  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one 
jiposecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United  Slates  i  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at 


^f  America  and   their  Territories,  and   the   said 
|jjiited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 


Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  said  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, (being  then   and    there  commander  of  the 


|nd  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  wit:  on  the  fif-  ,  said  tort  of  Detroit,  and  being  then  and  there 
fe^nth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  |  commander  ot  the  said  Northwestern  array  of  the 
Jight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  the  enemy  |  said  United  States,)  did  then  and  there,  during 
paving  raised  certain  batteries  on  the  banks  of  ;  all  the  lime  of  the  enemy's  crossing  the  said  river 
^e  said  river  Detroit,  in  the  said  British  province  Detroit  as  aforesaid,  landing  at  the  said  Spring 
^f  Upper  Canada,  opposite  the  said  fort  Detroit,  I  Wells,  otherwise  called  Spring  Hill  as  aforesaid. 


^ 


nd  certain  American  posts  and  batteries  estab- 
shed  and  erected  near  the  said  furt  Detroit,  in 

•i    m- i»«-u; I I.. 


and    marching    towards    the  said    Fort    Detroit 

.4autii  auu  ,,,^^,.^^  wv- --.- ,  ."    as  aforesaid.  with  the  design  to  attack  the  same 

ii»e  said  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  a  cannonade  j  as  aforesaid,  shamefully  misbehave  himself  before 

being  commenced  from  the  said  batteries  of  the  j  the  enemy,  and  manifest  great  fear  and  appre- 

«^emy  against  and  upon  the  said  fort  Detroit  and  j  hension  of  personal  danger,  by  various  timid  and 

ihe  said  American  posts  and  batteries  established  i  cowardly  actions  and  expressions  then  and  there 

>nd  erected  near  thereto,  in  the  said  Territory  of  I  used  and  uttered  in  the  presence  of  the  officers 

Michigan,   the  said  Brigadier  General  William    and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  said  Northwestern 

Mull,  on  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  ,  army  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and  there 

'ear  one  thousand  eight    hundred    and    twelve  |  under  his  command  as  aforesaid  ;  by  avoiding  all 

foresaid,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of  |  personal  danger  from  making  an  attempt  to  pre- 

'ichigan  aforesaid,  (being  then  and  there  com-  |  vent  the  enemy's  crossing  the  said  river  Detroit 

ander  of  the  said  fort  Detroit,  and  of  the  said    and  landing  at  the  said  Spring  Wells,  otherwise 

t^merican    posts   and    batteries   established    and    called  Spring  Hill ;  by  avoiding  all  personal  dan- 

prected   near  thereto,   in    the    said    Territory   of  |  ger  from   reconnoilering  and  encountering    the 

jylichigan,  and  being  then  and  there  commander  j  enemy  in  battle  on  the  said  march  of  the  enemy 

J)f  the  said  northwestern  army  of  the  said  United    towards  the  said  fort  of  Detroit;  by  hastily  send- 

t3tates,)  did  then  and  there,  during  the  continu-  ,  ing  Hags  of  truce  to  the  enemy,  with  overtures 

Hnce  of  the  cannonade  aforesaid,  shamefully  mis- I  for   a   capitulation;  by   anxiously    withdrawing 

)ehave  himself  before  the  enemy,  and  manifest  i  his  person  from  the  American  troops  in  the  open 

great  fear  and  apprehension  of  personal  danger,  ;  field  to  a  place  of  comparative  safely,  within  the 

Jbj  a  course  of  conduct  and  conversation  evincing  '  walls  of  the  said  Fort   Detroit ;  by  an  irresolute 

personal  alarm,  agitation  of  mind,  and  privation  :  fiuctuation  of  orders,  sometimes  inconsistent  with 

of  judgment,  and   particularly  by  various  timid  |  each  other,  and  sometimes  incoherent  in   ihem- 

find   cowardly  actions  and   expressions  then  and    selves;  by  forbidding  the  American  artillery  to 

ihere  used  and  uttered  in  the  presence  of  the  offi-    fire  on  the  army  on  the  said  march  of  the  enemy 

jjers  and  soldiers  then  and   there    belonging    to  :  towards   the  said    Fort    Detroit;  by  calling  the 

|he  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  I  American   troo[)s  from  the   field,  and  crowding 

•l^lates,  and  then  and  there  under  his  command  j  them  in  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  while  the  enemy 

1(8  aforesaid,  as  well  in  the  public  streets  of  the  I  was  on  the  said  march  towards   the  >aid   Fort 

town  of  Detroit  as  in  places  adjacent  to  the  said  j  Detroit;  by  a  precipitate  declaration  to  the  ene- 

fprl  of  Detroit,  and  the  said  American  posts  and     my  that  he  surrendered  the  said  Fort  Detroit  and 


•i 


^Ualleries  established  and  erected  near  thereto,  in 
Jt-he  said  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  whereby,  a  fatal 
'Encouragement  was  afforded  for  the  hostile  en- 
'jferprises  of  the  enemy,  a  pernicious  example  (cal- 
^fulated  to  intimidate  and   to  disorganize)  was 


the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
Slates  before  terms  of  capitulation  were  signed 
or  considered,  or  even  suggested  ;  and,  generally, 
by  a  course  of  conduct  and  conversation  evinc- 
ing personal  fear,  agitation  of  mind,  and   prira- 
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tion  of  judgment ;  whereby  the  said  fort  of  De- 
troit, and  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
United  States,  then  and  there  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  were  then  and  there  rendered  an  easy  and 
certain  conquest  to  the  approaching  enemy  ;  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  a  gallant  army  (compelled 
by  the  obligations  of  military  law  to  obey  ihe 
orders  of  their  commander)  were  exposed  to  un- 
merited mortification  and  reproach  ;  and  the  ser- 
vice of  the  said  United  States,  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  said  war,  suffered  great  detriment  and  dis- 
credit. 

Fourth  apeci/ication.—Aod,  also:  in  this:  That 
during  the  said   war  so  as  af^oresaid    carried    on 
and    prosecuted    by  and    between    the  said    Uni- 
ted    Slates    of  America    and    their    Territories, 
and  the  said  United   Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,    and    the    dependencies    thereof,    to 
wit:    on    the   sixteenth    day    of  August,  in    the 
year   one    thousand    eight    hundred    and   twelve 
aforesaid,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid,  the  said  Fort  Detroit    bein(» 
then  and  there  well  garrisoned  and  supplied  with 
cannon,  ammunition,  and    provisions;  the  said 
Northwestern   army   of  the  said    United    States 
being   then  and   there  well  supplied    with  arms, 
ammunition,  and  provisions;  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers   thereof  being    then   and    there    in    high 
spirits,  and  eager  to  meet  and  encounter  the  ene- 
my in   bailie;  and  a  fine  train  of  artillery  being 
then  and  there  subject  to  ihe  orders  and  disposal 
of  the  said  Brigadier  General  Hull,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defence  or  attack,  yet  the  said  Brigadier 
General    William    Hull,  (then  and    there  being 
commander  of  the  said  fort  of  Detroit,  and  of  the 
the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States,)  acting  upon  the  impulse  of  personal  fear 
and     apprehension,    and    contemplating,    as    the 
means  of  personal  safety,  a  shameful  abandon- 
ment and  the  surrender  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit 
and  of  the  >aid  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
United  Slates,  under  his  command  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  approaching  enemy,  did   then  and   there 
shamefully  misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy, 
and  did   then  and  there  enter  into  a  disgraceful 
capitulation  with  the  enemy-  containing  no  con- 
solatory stipulation    that   the  said  garrison   and 
army  should   march  out  of  the  said  fort  of  De- 
troit with  the   honors  of  war;  no  just  and   hu- 
mane stipulation  for  the  security  and  protection 
of  such  of  the   inhabitants  of  the  said   British 
province  of  Upper  Canada  as  had  accepted  the 
said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull's  invitation 
to  join  the  American  standard;  nor  any  reason- 
able stipulation  for  an  opportunity  of  reporting 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  the 
circumstances  of  so  unexpected  and  so  important 
an  event;  and   did    then  and   there  shamefully 
abandon,  surrender,  and  give  up  the  said  fort  of 
Detroit,  together  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as 
well  as  militia,  then  and  there  under  his  com- 
mand as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  public  stores  and 
arms,  and  all  ihe  public   documents,   including 
everything  else  of  a  public  nature  belonging  to 
the  said  fort  of  Detroit,  and  to  the  said  ^North- 


western  array  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and 
there  under  his  coraraand  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said 
approaching  enemy,  to  wit:  to  the  British  forces 
under  the  command  of  Major  General  Brock, 
without  any  cause  for  so  doing,  arising  from  the 
superior  numbers,  slate,  and  condition  of  the  said 
British  forces;  or  from  the  actual  want,  or  just 
expectation  of  sudden  want,  of  arms,  ammunition, 
and  provisions  for  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  and  the 
said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
and  without  any  other  adequate  cause  whatso- 
ever; whereby  the  territorial  sovereignty,  rights, 
and  property  of  the  said  United  States  were 
shamefully  ceded  to  the  enemy  ;  a  brave  and  pa- 
triotic army  was  wantonly  sacrificed  by  the  per- 
sonal fears  of  the  coraraander ;  and  the  service  of 
the  said  United  States,  ia  the  prosecution  of  the 
said  war,  suffered  a  great  and  afflicting  loss. 

Charge  III. 
j      Neglect  of  duty  and  unofficerlike  conduct,  while 
I  commanding  a  separate  army,  between  the  ninth 
of  April  and  the  seventeenth  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

l-\r8t  specific cUion.—\n  this:   That  before  and 
during  the  said  war,  carried  on  and  prosecuted  as 
aforesaid,  by  and  between  the  said  United  Stales 
of  America  and   their  Territories,  and   the  said 
United  Kingdom  of  Great   Britain   and    Ireland 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,   the   said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,   being   duly  appointed   to 
command    the  Northwestern   army   of  the    said 
United  Slates,  did  actually  lake  and  assume  the 
coraraand    of  the   said   army,  on    or  about    the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  at  or   near  Dayton   in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  did  thence  constantly  con- 
tinue m  the  actual  command  of  the  said  army, as 
well  on  the  march  from  Dayton  aforesaid,  to  De- 
troit, in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  at  Detroit 
aforesaid,  as   in    the  British   province  of  Upper 
Canada,  until   his  capitulation  with   the  enemy, 
and  the  consequent  surrender  of  Fort  Detroit,  ia 
the  said  Michigan  Territory,  with  all  the   troops, 
regulars,  and  militia  under  his  command,  to   the 
British  forces  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Brock,   to  wit:  at   Detroit  aforesaid,  in   the 
Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  August,  in   the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid.    And  that  the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  unmindful  of 
the  important  trust  reposed  in  him,  during  all  the 
time  aforesaid,  and  as  well  on   the  march   of  the 
said  army  from  Dayton  aforesaid,  to  Detroit  afore- 
said, and  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  as  in   the   British 
province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  was  guiltjr 
of  neglect  of  duty  and  of  unofficerlike  conduct, 
by  neglecting  and   omitting,  with  sufficient  care 
and  frequency,  to  inspect,  train,  exercise,  review, 
and  order,  and  to  cause  to   be   inspected,  trained 
exercised,  reviewed,  and  ordered,  the  said   army 
under  his   command  as  aforesaid;  and,  also,  by 
neglecting  and  omitting,  in  due  form  and  time,  to 
prepare  an  order  of  battle,  and  to  make  the  same 
known  to  the  said  army  on  ihe  march  from  Day- 
ton aforesaid,  toDetroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Michigan 
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^rritory  aforesaid,  whereby  the  discipline  of  the  muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  ihe  numbers, 

ircops  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  state,  and  condition  of  the  said  army;  whereby 

General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  was  in  danger  the  said  sick  soldiers  were  made  prisoners  of  war ; 


«f  being  relaxed  ;  their  comfort  was  liable  to  be 
impaired;  their  confidence  in  the  military  skill 
rud  dispositions  of  their  commander  was  dimin- 
ished;  and  the  said  army  was  exposed  to  the 
b»zard  of  disorder  and  defeat  in  the  event  of  an 
attack  being  made  thereon  by  the  enemy. 
y Second  specification. — And  also  in  this:  That 
faring  the  said  war.  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on 
Sod  prosecuted  by  and    between    the  said  United 


the  said  hospital  stores  were  lost  to  the  United 
Stales;  and  the  said  official  correspondence,  and 
the  said  muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the 
number,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said  army, 
came  to  the  possession,  knowledge,  and  use  of  the 
enemies  of  the  Uuited  Slates,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  said  United  States. 

TTiird  specification. — And  also  in  this:   That 
during  the  said  war,  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and 


fetates  of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the  |  prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United  btales 
^aid  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- J  of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the  said 
««nd.  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  wit:  on  or  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
iKout  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thou-  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier 
S^nd  eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at  the  General  William  Hull  having  arrived,  with  the 
rjpids  of  the  river  Miami,  in  the  Territory  of  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States 
Michigan,  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  at  Detroit,  in 
Hull,  then  and  there  commanding  the  said  North-  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  on  the  seventh  day  of 
■western  army  of  the  said  United   States,  on   the    July,  in  the  year  one  ihou>and  eight  hundred  and 


oiarch  thereof  from  Dayton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio 

tj  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 

aVoresaid,  then  and  there  having  sufficient  cause 

to  know  or  to  believe  that  war  then  existed   be- 

'tjveen  the  said  United  Stales  and   their  Territo- 

irtes.  and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 

.;^in   and   Ireland,  and   the   dependencies  thereof, 

^•v^-as  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  of  unofficerlike 

:(jonduct,  by  then  and  there  hiring,  or  causing  to 

^Ije  hired,  an  unarmed  vessel,  and  putting,  or  caus- 

•ibg  to  be  put.  on  board  thereof  to  be  transported 

•by  water-passage  from  the  said  rapid.i  of  the  river 

f^iiliarai,  of  the  lake,  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  (the  said 

Brigadier  General  William  Hull  having  sufficient 

{^use  to  know  or  to  believe  the  imminent  danger 


twelve  aforesaid  ;  and  having  the  possession  and 
command  of  the  said  lort  of  Detroit  from  that 
time,  constantly,  until  the  abandonment  and  sur- 
render thereof  to  the  British  forces  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Brock,  on  the  six- 
teenth day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid  ;  and  finding, 
upon  his  said  arrival  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  that  the 
works  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit  were  greatly  dam- 
aged and  dilapidated,  and  that  the  guns  and  gun- 
carrianes  belonging  to  the  said  fort  of  Detroit 
were  also  damaged  and  out  of  repair;  and,  more- 
over, well  knowing  the  importance  of  the  said 
Fort  Detroit  to  the  service  of  the  said  United 
States  in  the  operations  of  the  said  war,  and  that 


tjf  capture  by  the  enemy  to  which  the  said  un-  !  the  same  (together  with  the  said  guns  and  gun- 
'^Tmed  vessel  on  the  passage  aforesaid  would  be  I  carriages)  should  be  put  and  kept  in  proper  order 
»{xposed.)ceriain  sick  soldiers,  and  a  great  part  of  '  and  repair,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  by  ne- 
tjie  hospital  stores  belonging  to  the  said  army,  glecting  and  omitting,  during  all  the  time  of  his 
•.together  with  a  trunk,  containing  (among  other  .  possession  and  command  as  aforesaid,  in  a  proper 
^shings)  the  papers  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  \  and  sufficient  manner  to  repair  and  strengthen,  or 
'      was  the  duly  of  the  said   Brigadier  General  ,  cause  to  be  repaired  and  strengthened,  the  works 


Villiam  Hull  most  carefully  to  keep  and  preserve 
rom  the  knowlecige  and  view  of  the  enemy,  that 
i  ft  to  say  :  the  official  correspondence  of  the  Sec- 
i#etary  of  the  Department  of  War  and   the  said 
•^Jjrigadier  General  William  Hull,   as  well   touch- 
tiog  the  expedition  on  which  the  said  Northwest- 
ern army  under  his  command  as   aforesaid  was 
Shen  employed,  as  touching  a  declaration  of  war 
y  the  said  United  States  of  America  against  the 
aid  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof;  and,  also,  certain 
<ither  official  muster-rolls,  reports,  and   returns  of 
(he  numbers,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said  army 
(iinder  his  command  as  aforesaid.     And  the  said 
)^narmed  vessel,  on  the  passage  aforesaid  from  the 
•  <aid  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  the  lake  towards 
petroit  aforesaid,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on   or  about 
|he  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
tight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  was  captured 
by  the  enemy,  iiaving  on  board   thereof,  at  the 
:  kime  of  such  capture,  the  said   sick  soldiers,  the 
^  i«aid  hospital  stores,  and  the  said  trunk,  containing 
>lhe  said  official  correspondence,  and  also  the  said 


of  the  said  Fort  Detroit ;  by  neglecting  and  omit- 
ting, in  a  proper  and  sufficient  manner,  and  in  due 
time  for  the  service  of  the  said  United  Slates,  to 
repair,  or  cause  to  be  repaired,  the  said  guns  and 
gun-carriages;  and.  generally,  by  neglecting  and 
omitting  to  put,  or  cause  to  be  put,  the  said  fort  of 
Detroit  in  a  proper  state  and  condition  for  resist- 
ance and  defence  in  the  event  of  an  invasion  and 
attack  by  the  enemy;  whereby  the  said  Fort  De- 
troit was  left  an  easy  conquest  to  the  enemy;  the 
said  guns  and  gun-carriages  being  afterwards  re- 
quired for  the  service  of  the  said  United  States, 
in  the  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  were 
still  found  unfit  for  transportation  and  use;  great 
time  was  consumed  in  preparing  and  fitting  them 
for  the  said  service;  and  the  operations  of  the 
war  were  fatally  obstructed  and  suspended. 

Fourth  specification. —  And,  also,  in  this:  That 
during  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and 
prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the  said 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  depeudeacies   thereof,  the  said  Brigadier 
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General  William   Hull,  declaring  and  avowing 
an  intention  and  design,  with  the  said  Northwest- 
ern  army  of  the   said    United  States    under   his 
command  as  aforesaid,  to  invade  and  enter   the 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  to  invest  and 
attack  the  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
called  Amhersiburg  in  the  said  British  province, 
and  to  maintain  and  enlarge  his  position  and  pos- 
session  in   the  said   British   province,  and  well 
knowing  that  expedition,  resolution,  and  energy 
were  indispensable   to  the   prosecution  and  ac- 
complishment of  such  intention  and  design,  and 
having  arrived  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  aforesaid,  on    the   seventh  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  one   thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve  aforesaid,  and  having  invaded  the  said 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  July,   in   the   year  aforesaid,  and   therein 
taken  possession  of  the  town  of  Sandwich  afore- 
said, and  having  with  the  main  body  of  his  said 
army  evacuated  the  said  British  province  of  Up- 
per Canada  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and 
unofficerlike  conduct,   by  not  seasonably  repair- 
ing, fitting,  and  transporting,  or  causing  to  be  re- 
paired, fitted,  and  transported,    the  guns  and  gun 
carriages  which  were  necessary  to  the  operations 
of  the  war  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  by  an  useless  and  injurious  waste  of  time 
and  opportunity  at   Sandwich   aforesaid,  in   the 
said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  without 
making  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  said  British  fort 
called  Maiden,  otherwise  called  Amherstburg,  by 
an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time,  in  projects 
to  conciliate   the  British  inhabitants  of  ihe  said 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  neigh- 
boring  Indians,  without   resorting  to  a  more  ef- 
fectual display  of  a  military  power,  capacity,  and 
disposition   to  maintain  the   acquisitions  of  con- 
quest, and  to  perform  the  promises  of  protection  ; 
by  postponing  in  the  first  instance,  and  by  aban- 
doning in  the  next,  an  investment  and  attack  up- 
on the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
called  Amherstburg,  and  by  finally  evacuating  the 
said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  without 
having   provided  eflTectually,  in   any  respect,  for 
the   safely  of  the   inhabitants   thereof,  who   had 
accepted   the   said    Brigadier  General   William 
Hull's  invitation  to  join  the  American  standard,  ' 
and  without  having,  in  any  degree,  accomplished  \ 
the  said  intention  and  design  of  the  said  Brigadier  '■ 
General  William  Hull,  so  as  aforesaid  declared  ; 
and  avowed  upon  the  invasion  of  the  said  British 
province  as  aforesaid  ;  whereby  an  opportunity 
was  afforded  to  the  enemy  to  bring  into  suspicion 
and  contempt  the   power  and  the  conduct  of  the 
American  commander;  to  collect  and  combine 
the  British  forces;  to  seduce,  intimidate,  and  en- 
gage  the   Indians;  to  awe   into  submission   the 
wavering  inhabitants  of  the  said  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada  ;  to  reinforce  the  said  British 
fort  called  Maiden,   otherwise   called  Amherst- 
burg ;  and  to  prepare  for  investing  and  attacking 
the  said  fort  of  Detroit,  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Michigan  ;  while,  on    the   other   hand,   the  said 
army  of  the  United  States,  under  the  command 


of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  as 
aforesaid,  diminished  in  effective  numbers  in  con- 
sequence of  sickness  and  other  casualties;  the 
I  officers  and  soldiers  naturally  became  dissatisfied 
and  disgusted  with  a  scene  of  such  inactivity,  ir- 
resolution,and  procrabtinaiion ;  the  hope  of  support 
and  co-operation,  as  well  from  the  Indians  as  from 
the  British  inhabitants  of  the  said  British  prov- 
ince of  Upper  Canada,  was  destroyed,  and  the 
general  ardor  of  the  troops  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  insensibly  abated. 

Fifth  specification. — And.  also,  in  this:  That 
during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war,  carried 
on  and   prosecuted  as  aforesaid,  by  and  between 
the  said  United  States  of  America  and  their  Ter- 
ritories, and   the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  there- 
of, the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  with 
the  said   Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States  under  his  command  aforesaid,  arrived  at 
Detroit  aforesaid,  in    the   Territory  of  Michigan 
aforesaid,  to  wit :  on  the  7th  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand   eight   hundred   and   twelve 
aforesaid;    that  with   the  said  army   under   his 
command  as  aforesaid,  he  entered  and  invaded 
the  said   British   province  of  Upper   Canada,   to 
wii :  on   the  twelfth   day  of  July,  in   the   year 
aforesaid  ;  that  with   the  main  body  of  the  said 
army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  he  evac- 
uated the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada 
on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  afore- 
said, thence  returning  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the 
said   Territory  of  Michigan,   and   that   he  aban- 
doned, surrendered,  and  gave  up  the  said  Fort 
Detroit,  wiih  all  the   troops,  regulars  as  well  as 
militia,  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,   to  the 
British  forces  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Brock,  to  wit :  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Au- 
gust, in  the  year  aforesaid.     And  that  during  all 
the  movements  aforesaid,  and  during  all  the  time 
aforesaid,  to  wit :  from    the  said   seventh  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  aforesaid,  to  and  including  the  said  six- 
teenth day  of  August,  in   the  year  aforesaid,  it 
was  of  high  importance  to  the  security  and  sup- 
ply of  the  said   Fort  Detroit,  and  the  said  army 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  command  of  the 
said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid, 
that  a   free  and  open  communication  should  be 
had  and  preserved  between  the  said  fort  of  De- 
troit and  the  said  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral  William   Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  a  certain 
American  settlement  and  military  post  made  and 
established  at  the  river  Raisin,  in  the  said  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  ;  and   that  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  well  knowing  the  prem- 
ises, but  unmindful  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
was  guilty  of  neglect  of   duty  and   unofficerlike 
conduct,  by  suffering  the  enemy  to  interrupt  and 
cut  off  the  said  communication  between  the  said 
fort  of  Detroit  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  said  American  settlement  and  military  post 
made  and  established  at   the  river  Raisin  afore- 
said. iQ  the  Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  to 
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ions   upon   the  service  aforesaid,  and   that  they 
could  not  prosecute  and  accomplish  the  said  ser- 


wi^:  on  the  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  |  or  to  believe  that  the  said  list  mentioned  detach 

tliO^sand  eight  hundred    and  twelve  aforesaid,  or    raent  was  in  want  of  a  further  supply  of  provis 

op'^ome  other  day  of  the  said  month  of  August, 

0^  itn  some  day  of  the  preceding  month  of  July, 

in  the  year  aforesaid  ;  also,  by  afterwards,  to  wit :    vice  unless  such  further  supply  was  issued,  fur- 

ojj  ;the  fourth  day  of  August,   in  the  year  afore-  '     " 

sj^iiil.  detaching  Major   Thomas  B.  Van   Home, 

0^  ^)olonel   James   Findley's   regiment   of  Ohio 

vcjliinteers,  with  an   inadequate   force  (the  said 

Bft^adier   General   William   Hull   having  suffi- 

cietit  cause   for   knowing  or  believing   the  same 

to  'be    inadequate)    to   attempt    again    to   open 

the",  said  communication  between  the  said  fort 

Detroit,  and    the   said  army  of  the  said  United 

Sillies,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 

Qjeneral  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said 

Anjerican  settlement  and    military  post  on  the 

s^i4  river  Raisin,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 

aforesaid  ;  also,    by  afterwards,    to   wit :  on   the 

ei^f^th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  de- 

t^hing  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Miller,  of  the 

5flr  regiment  of  United  States  infantry  with  the 

number  or  about  the    number  of  five   hundred 

roen  to  attempt  again  to  open  the  said  communi- 

Cftion  between  the  said  Fort  of  Detroit  and  the 

sjui  army  of  the  said   United   States,  under  the 

c^Vnmand  of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 

Hull,  and  the  said  American  settlement  and  mil- 
itary post  at  the  said  river  Raisin,  in  the  Terri- 
tory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  and   neglecting  to 

furnish  and  forward,  or  cause  to  be  furnished  and 

forwarded,  the  said  last  mentioned  detachment 

&t'oT  near  Brownstown.  in  the  said  Territory  of 

Michigan,  on  its  march  aforesaid,  upon  the  ser- 

Vtce  aforesaid,  an  adequate  supply  of  provision. 

(ihe  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  hav- 
ing suflBcient  cause  to  know  or  to  believe  that  the 

siid  last  mentioned  detachment  was  at  or  near  | 

Iffownstown  aforesaid,   on    its  march  aforesaid.  I 

iMion  the  service  atbresaid,  in  want  of  provisions,  ' 

a,-Tid   that  they  could  not  prosecute  and  accora-  | 

jiM^h  the  said  service  unless  an  adequate  supply  I 

CI  provisions  was   furnished  and    forwarded   to 

Ihfm  at  or  near  Brownstown  aforesaid  ;)    and,  ' 

Hi's),   by  afterward;:,  to  wit:  on    the   fourteenth  I 

dfi'v  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  detaching  ; 

CUilonel  Duncan 


nished,  and  forwarded  to  them.)  whereby  the 
said  detachment,  under  the  said  Major  Thomas 
B.  Van  Home,  being  encountered  by  the  enemy 
with  a  superior  force  was  defeated,  and  returned 
to  Detroit  aforesaid,  without  accomplishing  the 
service  on  which  they  were  employed  as  afore- 
said;  the  said  detachment  under  the  said  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  James  Miller,  having  achieved  a 
signal  victory  over  the  enemy  during  the  march 
on  the  service  aforesaid,  at  or  near  Brownstown 
aforesaid,  were  neverthele.ss  compelled,  from  the 
want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  provisions,  to 
abandon  the  service  on  which  they  were  em- 
ployed as  afore.>iaid.  and  to  return  to  Detroit 
aforesaid  ;  the  said  detachment  under  the  said 
Colonel  Duncan  McArthur  and  the  said  Colonel 
Lewis  Cass,  from  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of 
provisions  were  unable  to  prosecute  and  accom- 
plish the  service  on  which  they  were  employed 
as  aforesaid,  and  were  returning  to  Detroit  afore- 
said, at  the  time  of  the  abandonment  and  surren- 
der of  the  said  Fort  Detroit  and  the  said  army  of 
the  said  United  States  to  the  British  forces  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  General  Brock  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  tlnalty,  the  said  communication 
between  the  said  Fort  Detroit  and  the  said  army 
of  the  said  United  Slates,  under  the  command  of 
the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  and 
the  said  American  settlement  and  military  post 
at  the  i^aid  river  Raisin,  in  the  Territory  of  Mi- 
chigan aforesaid,  by  reason  of  the  said  neglects 
and  omissions  of  the  said  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  was  and  remained  in- 
terrupted and  totally  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  to 
wit:  from  the  said  first  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  or  from  some  other  day  in  the  said 
month  of  August,  or  m  the  preceding  month  of 
July,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  to  and  including  the 
said  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  afore- 
said. 

Si j:th  specification. — And,  also,  in  this:  That 
during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war.  so  as 


McArthur.  colonel  of  a  regi 
lutinl  of  Ohio  volunteers,  and  Colonel  Lowis  1  aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted,  by  and  be- 
(f'qss,  colonel  of  another  regiment  of  Ohio  vol-  j  tween  the  said  United  Slates  of  America  and 
wieers,  with  the  number,  or  about  the  number  of  j  their  Territories,  and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of 
ffijr   hundred  men,  as  well   to  attempt  again  to  '\  Great  Britain  anjJ  Ireland  ^nd  the  dependencies 


opj-n  the  said  communication  between  the  said 
Fijrt  Detroit  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  Uni- 
tuj  Slates,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brig- 
a^ljer  General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
snrJ  American  settlement  and  military  post  at 
ttitr  river  Raisin  aforesaid,   in  the  Territory  of 


thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull, 
with  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
United  States,  under  his  command  as  aforesaid, 
having  invaded  and  entered  the  said  British  prov- 
ince of  Upper  Canada  as  aforesaid,  and  having 
declared  and  avowed  an  intention  and  design  of 


Mkhigan  aforesaid,  as  to  escort  certain  provis-  I  investing    and   attacking   the    said   British    fort 
irttjs  from  the  said  American  settlement  and  mil- 1  called  Maiden,  otherwise  called  Amherstburg,  in 


iiajy  post  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  without  issuing, 
furnishing,  and  forwarding,  or  causing  to  be  is- 
Sficd,  furnished,  and  forwarded,  to  the  said  last 
i{ifntioned  detachment  an  adequate  supply  of 
provisions  for  the  service  on  which  they  were 
USoployed  as  aforesaid,  (the  said  Brigadier  Gene- 
^l  William  Hull  having  sufficienicause  to  know 


the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
a  detachment  of  the  said  army  under  his  com- 
mand aforesaid,  led  by  the  said  Colonel  Lewis 
Cass,  and  the  said  Lieutenant  Colonel  James 
MilleTj  having  attacked  land  repulsed  the  enemy, 
and  seized  upon  a  certain  bridge  over  the  rivet 
called  the  river  Aux  Canard,  on  the  route  from 


H 


2541 


APPENDIX. 


2542 


TVial  of  General  Hull, 


Sandwich,  ic  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  to  the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden, 
otherwise  called  Amherstburg ;  yet  the  said  Brig- 
adier General  William  Hull  well  knowing  the 
premises,  and  unmindful  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
him,  to  wit:  on  or  about  the  eighteenth  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  aforesaid,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  was 
guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  unofficerlike  con- 
duct, by  neglecting  and  omitting  to  advance  with 
the  said  army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid, 
to  maintain  or  attempt  to  maintain  the  posses- 
sion of  the  said  bridge  over  the  said  river,  called 
the  river  Aux  Canard,  and  by  neglecting  and  j 
omitting  to  proceed  to  the  immediate  investment 
and  attack  of  the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden, 
otherwise  called  Amherstburg,  in  the  ^aid  Brit- 
ish province  of  Upper  Canada,  whereby  the  ad- 
vantage of  acquiring  and  keeping  possession  of 
the  said  bridge  over  the  said  river  called  the  river 
Aux  Canard,  as  aforesaid,  was  improvidently  lost, 
and  the  prospect  of  a  successful  investment  and 
attack  upon  the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden, 
otherwise  called  Amherstburg.  speedily  vanished. 
Seventh  specijication. — And,  also,  in  this;  That 
during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war,  so  as 
aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted  by  and  be- 
tween the  said  United  States  of  America  and 
their  Territories,  and  the  said  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependen- 
cies thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  with  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the 
said  United  States  under  his  command  as  afore- 
said, having  evacuated  the  said  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  returning  thence  to  Detroit 
aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  afore- 
said, the  enemy  having  afterwards  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  bank  of  the  said  river  Detroit,  oppo- 
site to  Detroit  aforesaid,  and  thereon  erected  bat- 
teries wherewith  to  attack  and  annoy  as  well  the 
said  fort  of  Detroit,  and  the  American  posts  and 
batteries  erected  and  established  nearthereloasihe 
town  of  Detroit,  in  thesaid  Territoryof  Michigan, 
theenepiy  having  also  manifested  an  intention  and 
design  to  invade  and  enter  the  said  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  to  invest  and  attack  the  said  Fort 
Detroit;  and  the  enemy  having  also,  afterwards, 
in  pursuance  of  ^uch  intention  and  design,  land- 
ed at  a  place  called  Spring  Well  1,  otherwise  called 
Spring  Hill,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  said  Fort 
Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid; 
yet  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull, 
well  knowing  the  premises,  and  unmindful  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  to  wit:  from  the  eleventh 
day  of  August  to  and  including  the  sixteenth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  was  guilty  of  ne- 
glect of  duty  and  unofficerlike  conduct,  by  ne- 
glecting and  omitting  to  prevent,  and  to  attempt 
to  prevent,  the  enemy  from  erecting  the  said  bat- 
teries on  the  bank  of  the  said  river  Detroit,  op- 
posite to  the  said  fort  of  Detroit  aforesaid  ;  by 
neglecting  and  omitting  to  fortify  the  landing 
place  at  the  said  Spring  Wells,  otherwise  called 
Spring  Hill,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  afore- 


said ;  and  by  neglecting  and  omitting  to  annoy 
and  attack  the  enemy  on  and  after  his  landing  at 
Spring  Wells,  otherwise  called  Spring  Hill  afore- 
said,   in    the    Territory  of  Michigan    aforesaid  ; 
whereby    the    enemy    was    enabled    securely    to 
erect  the  said  batteries  on  the  bank  of  the  said 
river  Detroit  as  aforesaid,  for  attacking  and  an- 
noying as  well   the  said  fort  of  Detroit  and  the 
American  posts  and   batteries  erected  and  estab- 
lished  near  thereto,  as  the  said  town  of  Detroit, 
to  invade  the  said  Territory  of  Michigan,  with- 
out opposition  or  loss,  and  to  approach  the  said 
Fort   Detroit,  with   the  air  and  confidence  of  a 
triumph. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Judge  Advocate. 

Wednesday,  January  5. 

The  court  met  at  the  Capitol,  pursuant   to  ad- 
journment.    Present,  all  the  members. 

General  Hull  having  appeared,  the  charges  and  . 
specifications  were  read  to  him  by  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate; and  bein^  asked  if  he  was  ready  to  plead 
to  then),  answered  that  he  was.  and  that  he 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  all  the  charges  and  specifi- 
cations. 


Friday,  March  25. 

All  the  evidence  being  read,  (whether  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution  or  the  detence,)  applicable 
to  the  §rst  charge,  and  the  specifications  attached 
to  that  charge,  and  after  due  deliberation  had 
thereon,  the  court  express  the  following  opinion: 

The  accused  having,  in  his  final  defence,  pro- 
tested against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  try 
the  charge  of  treason,  and  the  opinion  of  the  court 
being,  that  the  objection  would  have  been  tenable 
if  the  same  had  been  pleaded  by  the  accused  on 
his  arraignment;  and  believing,  also,  that  the 
court  cannot  acquire  jurisdiction  of  the  offence 
by  the  waiver  or  consent  of  the  accused,  they  de- 
cline making  any  formal  decision  on  that  charge. 
The  evidence  on  the  subject  having,  however, 
been  publicly  given,  the  court  deem  it  proper,  in 
justice  to  the  accused,  to  say  that  they  do  not  be- 
lieve, from  anything  that  his  appeared  before 
them,  that  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  has 
committed  treason  against  the  United  States. 

On  the  second  charge,  and  the  specifications 
attached  to  that  charge,  (after  hearing  all  the 
evidence  and  defence,  and  after  due  deliberation 
thereon.)  the  court  find  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  first,  second,  and  fourth 
specifications  under  that  charge;  and  also  guilty 
of  the  third  specification  under  that  charge,  except 
that  part  which  charges  the  said  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral William  Hull  with  "forbidding  the  Ameri- 
can artillery  to  fire  on  the  enemy  on  their  march 
towards  the  said  Fort  Detroit." 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  second  charge. 

On  the  third  charge,  the  court,  after  having 
heard  the  evidence,  (as  well  as  the  defence,)  and 
after  due  deliberation, find  thesaid  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral William  Hull  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and 
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QDi^eerlike  conduct,  as  charged  in  the  first  spe- 
cifi^4^ion  under  this  charge,  in  omitting,  with 
sut^i'^ient  care  and  frequency,  to  inspect,  train,  ex- 
erc^}?,  and  order,  and  to  cause  to  be  trained,  in- 
spected, exercised,  and  ordered,  the  troops  under 
his^i'ommand,  from  the  sixth  day  of  July  until 
the*.>ijeventeenth  day  of  August,  1S12;  and  acquit 
hir^  of  the  residue  of  the  charge  contained  in  that 
sperffication. 

'1'fle  court  acquit  the  ;;aiJ  Brigadier  General 
W))Piara  Hull  of  the  second  and  third  specifica- 
tioitiiof  the  same  charge. 

yfe  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liata  Hull  guilty  of  the  whole  of  the  fourth  speci- 
fic^ion  of  that  charge,  except  that  part  which 
ch^firges  him  with  not  seasonably  repairing,  fit- 
tinj,;and  transporting,  or  causing  to  be  fitted,  re- 
pai^«''d,  and  transported,  the  guns  and  gun-car- 
ria^^s  which  were  necessary  to  the  operations  of 
the*  war  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
Ca^ida. 

I'he  court  tind  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
lia^iHull  guilty  of  so  much  of  the  fifth  specifica- 
tioii  to  that  charge  as  relates  to  neglect  of  duty 
ant^unofficerlike  conduct,  in  suffering  his  com- 
mQ«>ication  with  the  river  Raisin  and  the  State 
of  v)hio  to  be  cut  off,  and  sending  Major  Van 
Hoyue  to  attempt  to  open  the  same  with  an  inad- 
equate force;  he,  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
lia^i  Hull,  having  reason  to  know  or  believe  the 
tai^e  was  insufficient;  and  the  court  acquit  him 
of  fee  residue  of  that  specification.  , 

I'he  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
lia*]  Hull  guilty  of  the  six:h  and  seventh  specifi- 
cawODs  of  that  charge. 

■yjie  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liafU  Hull  guilty  of  the  third  charge. 

M  — 

•  i'.  Saturday.  March  2G. 

f  fie  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pres- 
ent all  the  members. 

■Jiie  court,  in  consequence  of  their  determina- 
lio*  respecting  the  second  and  third  charges,  and 
thiispecificaiions  under  these  charges,  exhibited 
ag*;i3t  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull, 
au'j  plter  due  consideration,  do  sentence  him  to 
hei'^ot  to  death — two-thirds  of  the  court  concur- 
rin^'in  the  sentence. 

The  court,  in  consideration  ol  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral .Hull's  revolutionary  services,  and  his  ad- 
vaiiiKied  age,  earnestly  recommend  him  to  the 
meif(|y  of  the  President  of  th«  United  States. 

•J  

\i  Monday,  March  28. 

Tpe  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pres- 
ent- til  the  members. 

Tfce  proceedings  having  been  read  over,  and 
apf;r|)ved  and  signed  by  the  President,  the  court 
theji^adjourned  sine  die. 

:\  H.  DEARBORN, 

I !  President  of  the  Court. 

^\^  M.  VAN  BUREN, 

■'  J  *  Special  Judge  Advocate. 

I  PHILIP  S.  PARKER, 

^  Army  Judge  Advocate.  assU. 


April  25,  1814. 

The  sentence  of  the  court  is  approved,  and  the 
execution  of  it  remitted. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  directions  of  the  Court  Martial,  the  Presi- 
dent gave  the  following  directions  to  General 
Hull: 

"  Albany,  March  28,  1814. 
"Sir:    You  will  please  return  to  your   usual 
place  of  residence  in  Massachusetts,  and   there 
continue  until  you  shall  receive  orders  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales. 
'"Your  humble  servant, 

'•  H.  DEARBORN,  Maj.  Genl, 

President  of  the  Court  Martial. 
'Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  Hull." 


Adj't  and  Inspector  Gen's  office, 

Washington  AprU  25,  1814. 

OF.  NERAL      ORDERS. 

The  roll  of  the  Army  is  not  to  be  longer  dis- 
honored bv  having  upon  it  the  name  of  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull. 

The  General  Court  Martial,  of  which  Major 
General  Dearborn  is  President,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  order,  J.  B.  WALBACH, 

Adjutant  General. 


NAVAL  GENERAL  ORDER. 

Navy  Department,  July  29,  1813. 

The  palpable  and  criminal  intercourse  held 
with  the  enemy's  forces,  blockading  and  invading 
the  waters  and  shores  of  the  United  States,  is,  in 
a  military  view,  an  ofl'ence  of  so  deep  a  die  as  to 
call  for  the  vigilant  interposition  of  all  the  Naval 
officers  of  the  United  States. 

This  intercourse  is  not  only  carried  on  by  for- 
eigners, under  the  specious  garb  of  friendly  flags, 
who  convey  provisions,  water,  and  succors  of  ail 
kinds,  (ostensibly  destined  for  friendly  ports,  in 
the  face,  too,  of  a  declared  and  rigorous  blockade,) 
direct  to  the  fleets  and  .>tations  of  the  enemy,  with 
constant  intelligence  of  our  naval  and  military 
force  and  preparation,  and  the  means  of  continu- 
ing and  conducting  the  invasion,  to  the  greatest 
possible  annoyance  of  the  country  ;  but  the  same 
traffic,  intercourse,  and  intelligence  is  carried  on 
with  great  subtility  and  treachery  by  profligate 
citizens,  who,  in  vessels  ostensibly  navigating  our 
own  waters,  from  port  to  port,  under  cover  of 
night,  or  other  circumstances  favoring  their  tur- 
pitude, find  means  to  convey  succors  or  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy,  and  elude  the  penalty  of  the 
law.  This  lawless  traffic  and  intercourse  is  also 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  craft,  whose  ca- 
pacity exempts  them  from  the  regulations  of  the 
revenue  laws,  and  from  the  vigilance  which  ves- 
sels of  greater  capacity  attract. 

I  am,  therefore,  commanded  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  enjoin  and  direct  all  naval 
commanding  officers  to  exercise  the  strictest  vigi- 
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lance,  and  to  stop  and  detain  all  ressels  or  craft) 
whatsoever,  proceeding,  or  apparently  intending 
to  proceed,  towards  the  enemy's  vessels  within 
the  waters,  or  hovering  about  the  harbors  of  the 
United  States;  or  towards  any  station  occupied 
by  the  enemy  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  from  which  vessels  or  craft  the  enemy 
might  derive  succors  or  intelligence. 

W.  JONES. 
To  Commanding  0pf!CF>R8 

Of  stations  or  vessels  of  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  BRIO  Niagara,  Lake  Erie. 

September  10,  1813,  4,  P.  M. 
Sir  :  It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to 
the  arms  of  the  United  States  a  signal  victory 
over  tlieir  enemies  on  this  lake. 

The  British  squadron,  consisting  of  two  ships, 
two  brigs,  one  schooner,  and  one  sloop,  have  this 
moment  surrendered  to  the  force  under  ray  com- 
mand, after  a  sharp  conflict. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  dec. 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
Hon.  W'lLLiAM  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  BRITISH  FLEET  ON  LAKE 
ERIE  AND  BRIG  BOXER. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  31,  1813.] 

Navy  Department, 

December  21,  1813. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  official  letter  and 
documents  narrating  the  splendid  and  decisive  ' 
victory  gained  on  the  10th  of  September,  on  Lake 
Erie,  by  the  United  States'  squadron  under  the  i 
command  of  Captain  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  over 
a  British  squadron  of  superior  force,  commanded 
by  a  distinguished  veteran  officer. 

The  effects  of  this  victory  are  no  less  impor- 
tant to  the  national    interest  and  security,  than 
the  unrivalled  splendor  of  the  achievement  and  : 
generous  sympathy  of  the  victors  is  honorable  to  ' 
the  national  character.  I 

While  the  heroic  commander  of  the  American  ! 
squadron  justly  merits  the  highest  honors  which  I 
the  expression  of  the  National  Councils  can  be-  i 
stow,  the  second   in  command  on   that  eventful 
day  appears  to  merit  particular  distinction,  for  ' 
the  important  and  decisive  share  he  had  in  that  | 
glorious  event ;  and  it  is  grateful  in  the  highest  j 
degree   to  reflect  that  every  officer  and  man,  on 
that  trying  occasion,  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
nation  with  zeal,  fidelity,  and  honor. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  enclose  copies  of  the 
official  accounts  of  the  action  between  the  United 
States'  brig  Enterprise  and  the  British  sloop  of  I 
war  Boxer,  which  terminated  in  a  victory,  which, 
for   brilliancy  and   decision,  it    is  believed,  has 
never  been  surpassed  in  single  action.    The  force  I 
of  the  enemy,  in   this  case,  was,  if  not  actually 
superior,  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  Enterprise ;  , 
but  the  comjiarative  eff'ect  of  the  skill  and  fire  oH 
each  proves  that,  had  the  enemy  been  greatly  su- 
perior in   force,  the   result  must  have   been  the  ! 
same.     In  this  action,  the  gallant  commander  of  j 
the  Enterprise  displayed   the  highest  degree  of; 
skill  and  intrepidity,  and  died  in  the  arms  of  vie-  ; 
tory  ;  but  being   mortally  wounded  early  in  the 
action,  was  most  ably  succeeded  by  Lieutenant 
McCall,  whose  conduct  on  that   occasion  it  is 
impossible  to  appreciate  too  highly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  doc. 

W.  JONES. 
Hon.  John  Gaillard, 

Chairman  Naval  Committee. 


U.  S.  scBooNER  Ariel, 

Put-in- Bay,  Sept.  13,  1813. 

Sir:  In  my  last,  I  informed  you  ihat  we  had 
captured  the  enemy's  fleet  on  this  lake.  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  give  you  the  most  important 
particulars  of  the  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  at  sunrise, 
they  were  discovered  from  Put  in-Bay,  where  I 
lay  at  anchor  with  the  squadron  under  my  com- 
mand. We  got  under  way,  the  wind  light  at 
Southwest,  and  stood  for  them.  At  ten  A.  M. 
the  wind  hauled  to  Southeast  and  brought  us  to 
windward  ;  formed  the  line,  and  bore  up.  At 
fifteen  minutes  before  twelve,  the  enemy  com- 
menced firing  ;  at  five  minutes  before  twelve,  the 
action  commenced  on  our  part.  Finding  their 
fire  very  destructive,  owing  to  their  long  guns, 
and  Its  being  mostly  directed  at  the  Lawrence,  I 
made  sail,  and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  fol- 
low, for  the  purpose  of  closing  with  the  enemy. 
Every  brace  and  bowline  being  soon  shot  away, 
she  became  unmanageable,  notwithstanding  the 
great  exertions  of  the  sailingraaster.  In  this 
situation,  she  sustained  tlie  action  upwards  of  two 
hours,  within  canister  distance,  until  every  gun 
was  rendered  useless,  and  the  greater  part  of  her 
crew  either  killed  or  wounded.  Finding  shecould 
no  longer  annoy  the  enemy,  I  left  her  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Yarnall,  who,  I  was  convinced, 
from  the  braver>^already  displayed  by  him,  would 
do  what  would  comport  with  the  honor  of  the 
flag.  At  half  past  two,  the  wind  springing  up. 
Captain  Elliott  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vesselj 
the  Niagara, gallantly  into  close  action.  I  imme- 
diately went  on  board  of  her,  when  he  anticipated 
my  wishes,  by  volunteering  to  bring  the  schoon- 
ers, which  had  been  kept  astern  by  the  lightness 
of  the  wind,  into  closer  action.  It  was  with  un- 
speakable pain  that  I  saw,  soon  af'.er  I  got  on 
board  the  Niagara,  the  flag  of  the  Lawrence  come 
down  ;  although  I  was  perfectly  sensible  that  she 
had  been  defended  to  the  last,  and  that,  to  have 
continued  to  make  a  show  of  resistance  would 
have  been  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  the  remains  of 
her  brave  crew.  But  the  enemy  was  not  able  to 
take  possession  of  her,  and  circiftnsiances  soon 
permitted  her  flag  again  to  be  hoisted.  At  forty- 
five  minutes  past  two  the  signal  was  made  lor 
"closer  action."  The  Niagara  being  very  little 
injured.  I  determined  to  pass  through  the  enemy's 
line  ;  bore  up,  and  passed  ahead  of  their  two  ships 
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an4,i  brig,  giving  a  raking  fire  to  them,  from  the 
start^ard  guns,  and  to  a  large  schooner  and  jloop 
fruij^iUhe  larboard  side,  at  half  pistol  shot  distance. 
Tb^israaller  vessels,  at  this  time,  having  got  with- 
in i^ape  and  canister  distance,  under  the  direc- 
tiotf»)f  Captain  Elliott,  and  keeping  up  a  well 
diricJted  fire,  the  two  ohips,  a  brig,  and  schooner, 
suryi^dered.  a  schooner  and  sloop  making  a  vain 
atttitipt  to  escape. 

Tjiiose  officers  and  men  who  were  immediateljr 
UD(d(  my  observation,  evinced  the  greatest  gal- 
lan|f  ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  all  others  con- 
duced themselves  as  became  American  officers 
andi:^amen. 

Jcutenani  Yarnall,  first  of  the  Lawrence,  al- 
tho^ijh  several  times  wounded,  refused  to  quit  the 
dec^. 

^fldshipman  Forrest,  (doing  duty  as  lieuten- 
ant.i^and  Sailingmaster  Taylor,  were  of  great 
assiyt^nce  to  rae. 

I  Jiive  great  pain  in  stating  to  you  the  death  of 
Lie'jjenant  Brooks  of  the  marines,  and  Midship- 
man JL.aub.  both  of  the  Lawrence,  and  Midship- 
mar«  JFohn  Clark,  of  the  Scorpion  j  they  were  val- 
uabl(|iand  promising  officers. 

Mij.  Harableton.  purser,  who  volunteered  his 
services  on  deck,  was  severely  wounded,  late  in 
the  |ctioD ;  Midshipmen  Claxton  and  Swart- 
woijt  of  the  Lawrence,  were  severely  wounded. 

Cir^  board  the  Niagara.  Lieutenants  Smith  and 
Ed\(y)jrds,  and  Midshipman  Webster,  (doing  duty 
as  j(.rtlingmaster,)  behaved  in  a  very  handsome 
matjijer. 

Obtain  Brevoost,  of  the  army,  who  acted  as  a 
volrjiiteer,  in  the  capacity  of  a  marine  officer,  on 
boaicj  that  vessel,  is  an  excellent  and  brave  offi- 
cer, aiad  with  his  musketry  did  great  execution. 

Lii|utenant  Turner,  commanding  the  Caledo- 
nia,!(^rought  that  vessel  into  action  in  the  most 
able  manner,  and  is  an  officer  that,  in  all  situa- 
tionfjmay  be  relied  on. 

'lih  Ariel,  Lieutenant  Packet,  and  Scorpion, 
Saih^gmaster  Champlin,  were  enabled  to  get 
earl^;into  action,  and  were  of  great  service. 

Qoptain  Elliott  sptaks  in  the  highest  terms  of 
Mr.:|irlagrath,  purser,  who  had  been  despatched 
in  if  .boat  on  service,  previous  to  my  getting  on 
boatif  the  Niagara  ;  and  being  a  seaman,  since  the 
actijp^  has  rendered  essential  service  in  takinty 
chai^je  of  one  of  the  prizes. 

Ofj Captain  Elliott,  already  so  well  known  to 
the  jjovernment,  it  would  almost  be  superfluous 
to  s)i.!ak.  In  this  action  he  evinced  his  charac- 
teriiv^c  bravery  and  judgment;  and,  since  the 
closi^f  the  action,  has  given  me  the  most  able 
andt^sential  assistance. 

1  V4ve  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  return  of  the 
kilh-j^and  wounded,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  Illative  force  of  the  squadrons.  The  cap- 
tain.fnd  first  lieutenant  of  the  Q,ueen  Char- 
lotlrf^and  firs% lieutenant  of  the  Detroit,  were 
kill»<w^;  Captain  Barclay,  senior  officer,  and  the 
cont,|ander  of  the  Lady  Prevost,  severely  wound- 
ed. ^.jThe  commanders  of  the  Hunter  and  Chip- 
pe^^**  slightly  wounded. 

"^ir  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  I  have  not 
I' 

l\ 

ii 


yet  been  able  to  ascertain  ;  it  must,  however  hare 
been  very  great. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


5. 

6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


List  0/ killed  and  toounded  on  hoard  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Sfficadron,  under  command  of  O.  H. 
Perry,  Esq.,  in  the  action  of  lOth  September, 
1813,  riz; 

On  board  the  Lawrence,  killed. 

1.  John  Brooks  lieutenant  marines. 

2.  Henry  Laub,  midshipman. 

3.  Christopher  Mayhew,  quartermaster. 

4.  James  W.  Allen,  seaman. 
Joseph  Kennedy,  seaman. 
John  C.  Kelly,  private  in  the  regiment. 
John  Smith,  seaman. 
William  Cranston,  ordinary  seaman. 
Andrew  Michael,  seaman. 

10.  John  Hoffman,  ordinary  seaman. 

11.  Charles  Pohig,  seaman. 

12.  Nelson  Peters,  seaman. 

13.  James  Jones,  seaman. 

14.  John  Rose,  seaman. 

15.  James  Carty,  sailmaker's  mate. 

16.  Thomas  Butler,  seaman. 

17.  Wilson  Mays,  carpenter's  mate. 
IS.  James  Brown,  seaman. 

Ethelred  Sykes,  landsman. 
Philip  Sharbley,  corporal  of  marines. 
Jesse  Harland,  private. 
Abner  Williams,  private. 

On  board  the  Lawrence,  wounded. 
John  J.  Yarnall,  1st  lieutenant,  slightly. 

2.  Dulaney  Forrest,  2d  lieutenant,  slightly. 

3.  William  N.  Taylor,  sailingmaster,  slightly. 

4.  Samuel  Harableton,  purser,  severely. 
Thomas  Claxton,  midshipman,  severely. 
Augustus  Swartwout,  midshipman,  ser. 
Jonas  Stone,  carpenter,  slightly. 
William  C.  Keen,  master-alarms,  slightly. 
Francis  Mason,  quartermaster,  severely. 

10.  John  Newen,  ditto,  severely. 

11.  Joseph  Lewis,  ditto,  slightly, 

12.  Ezekiel  Fowler,  ditto,  slightly. 

13.  John  E.  Brown,  quarter-gunner,  severely. 

14.  Henry  Schroeder,  ordinary  seaman,  ser. 

15.  Benoni  Price,  seaman,  severely. 

16.  Thomas  Robinson,  seaman,  severely. 

17.  Peter  Kinsley,  seaman,  severely. 

18.  Nathan  Chapman,  seaman,  severely. 

19.  Thomas  Hill,  ordinary  seaman,  severely. 

20.  Barney  McCain,  ditto,  severely. 

21.  William  Dawson,  seaman,  severely. 
Westerly  Johnson,  ordinary  seaman,  sev. 
Samuel  Spywood,  ditto,  severely. 
Robert  Hill,  seaman,  slightly. 
Francis  Cumraings,  ordinary  seaman,  ser. 
Thomas  Reed,  ditto,  severely. 

27.  Wm.  Johnson,  boatswain's  mate,  severely. 

28.  James  Helan,  ditto,  slightly. 

29.  George  Cornell,  carpenter's  mate,  slightly. 


19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 

1. 


5. 
6. 
7. 

8. 
9. 


22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
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30.  Thomas  Hammond,  armorer,  slightly. 

31.  William  Thompson,  seaman,  severely. 

32.  George  Varnum.  seaman,  severely. 

33.  James  Moses,  seaman,  severely. 

34.  William  Roe,  seaman,  severely. 

35.  Joseph  Denning,  seaman,  severely. 

36.  William  Daring,  seaman,  severely. 

37.  John  Clay,  seaman,  severely. 

38.  Stephen  Fairfield,  seaman,  severely. 

39.  George  Williams,  seaman,  severely. 

40.  Lannon  Huse.  seaman,  severely. 

41.  James  Waddmgtoo.  seaman,  severely. 

42.  John  Burnham,  seaman,  severely. 

43.  John  Burdeen,  seamen,  severely. 

44.  Andrew  Mattison,  seaman,  severely. 

45.  Jeremiah  Eastbrook.  ordinary  seaman,  sev. 

46.  Charles  Vandyke,  ditto,  severely. 

47.  William  Simpson,  ditto,  severely. 

48.  Jesse  Williams,  ditto,  slightly. 

49.  James  Hadley,  ditto,  slightly. 

50.  James  Bird,  marine,  severely. 

51.  William  Burnett,  marine,  severely. 

52.  William  Baggs,  marine,  severely. 

53.  David  Christie,  marine,  severely. 

54.  Henry  Vanpoole.  marine,  severely. 

55.  Thomas  Tuff,  landsman,  severely. 

56.  Elijah.  Barlin.  ditto,  severely. 

57.  John  Adams,  ditto,  slightly. 

58.  Charles  Harrington,  ditto,  ?lightlv. 

59.  William  B.  Perkins,  ditto,  slightly; 

60.  Nathaniel  Wade,  boy.  severely. 

61.  Newport  Hazard,  boy,  slightly. 

On  the  morning  of  the  action,  the  sick  list  of 
the  Lawrence  contained  thirty-one  unfit  for  duty. 
On  board  the  Niagara,  killed. 
P.  Morell,  seaman ;  Isaac  Hardy,  ordinary  do. 
On  board  the  Niagara,  wounded. 

1.  John  J.  Edwards,  lieutenant. 

2.  John  L.  Cummings,  midshipman. 

3.  Edward  Martin,  seaman,  (since  dead.) 

4.  Wm.  Davis,  ordinary  seaman,  (since  dead.) 

5.  Joshua  Trapnel.  marine,  (since  dead.) 

6.  Ronvell  Hall,  ordinary  seaman. 

7.  George  Plait,  seaman. 

8.  Elias  Wiley,  ordinary  seaman. 

9.  Henry  Davidson,  seaman. 

10.  John  M.  Strebeck,  ordinary  seaman. 

11.  John  Freeman,  ordinary  seaman. 

12.  James  Sansford,  seaman. 

13.  Thomas  Wilson,  seaman. 

14.  Charles  Davidson,  seaman. 

15.  Daniel  Bennet,  seaman. 

16.  John  Felton,  boatswain's  mate. 

17.  Sergeant  Mason,  marine. 

18.  Corporal  Scott,  marine. 

19.  Thomas  Miller,  marine. 

20.  John  Rumas,  marine. 

21.  George  McManoray,  marine. 

22.  George  Scoffield,  marine. 

23.  Samuel  Cochran,  marine. 

On  the  morning  of  the  action,  the  sick  list  of 
the  Niagara  contained  twenty-eight  unfit  for  duty. 
On  board  the  Caledonia,  wounded. 

James  Anus,  slightly;  Isaac  Perkins,  slightly; 
James  Philips,  slightly. 


Oh  board  the  Somer$,  teotinded. 

Charles  Ordun  and  Godfrey  Bowman. 

On  board  the  Ariel,  killed. 
John  White,  boatswain's  mate. 
Wounded. —  William   Sloss,  ordinary  seaman, 
slightly;  Robert  Wilson,  seaman,  slightly.    John 
Lucas,  landsman,  slightly. 

On  board  the  Trippe,  Wounded. 
Isaac  Green,  soldier.  26th  regiment,  badly  ;  John 
Nailes,  soldier.  17th  regiment,  slightly. 
On  board  the  Porcupine. 
None  killed  or  wounded. 

On  board  the  Scorpion,  killed. 
John  Clark,  midshipman;  John  Sylhamamer, 
landsman. 

On  board  the  Tigress.         , 
None  killed  or  wounded. 

Two  days  previous  to  action,  the  sick  lists  of 
the  small  vessels  contained  the  names  of  fifty- 
seven  men  unfit  for  service. 


Statement  of  the  force  of  the  British  squadron. — 
Detroit,  ship,  19  guns,  one  on  pivot,  and  two  how- 
itzers ;  Q,ueen  Charlotte,  ship,  17  guns,  one  on 
pivot;  Lady  Prevost,  schooner,  13  guns,  one  on 
pivot ;  Hunter,  brig,  10  guns ;  Little  Belt,  sloop, 
3  guns;  Chippewa,  schooner,  1  gun  and  two 
swivels. — 63  guns. 

Note. — The  Detroit  is  a  new  ship,  very  strongly 
built,  and  mounts  long  twenty-fours,  eighteens, 
and  twelves. 

Statement  of  the  force  of  the  United  States 
squadron. — Lawrence,  brig.  20  guns;  Niagara, 
brig,  20  guns;  Caledonia,  brig,  3  guns;  Ariel, 
schooner,  4  guns,  (one  burst  early  in  action  ;) 
Scorpion,  schooner,  2  guns ;  Somers,  schooner,  2 
guns;  Trippe.  sloop,  1  gun  ;  Tigress,  schooner,  1 
gun  ;  Porcupine,  schooner,  1  gun. — 54  guns. 

The  exact  number  of  the  enemy's  force  has  not 
been  ascertained,  but  I  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  exceeded  ours  by  nearly  one  hundred 
men. 


RECAPITULATION. 

>' 

Killed.  Wounded. 

ToUl. 

■.     * 

Lawrence 

- 

. 

. 

22 

61 

83 

Niagara 

- 

. 

. 

2 

23 

25 

Caledonia 

• 

. 

. 

0 

3 

3 

Somers 

. 

. 

. 

0 

2 

2 

Ariel    - 

. 

. 

. 

1 

3 

4 

t 

Trippe 

- 

. 

- 

0 

2 

2 

I 

Porcupine 

• 

. 

. 

0 

0 

0 

f. 

Scorpion 

• 

- 

• 

2 

0 

2 

i 

Tigresa 

- 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

1. 

i 

Total 

- 

- 

27 

94 

121 

S.  HAMBLETON 

Purser. 

1 

0.  H. 

PERRY. 

t. 

C 

aptain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Boston,  September  7,  1813. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  letters  will  give   you  the 
information  of  a  brilliant  victory  gained   by  the 
United  States'  brig  Enterprise  over  His  Britannic 


J   :. 
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Majedy's  brig  Boxer,  of  considerable  superiority 
of  fot^e.  NoibiDe  that  I  can  »ay  would  add  to 
the  lu-ire  of  the  gallant  action,  which  so  decidedly 
speaker  for  itself.  But  I  cannot  restrain  ray  deep 
regrttjfor  the  loss  of  so  valuable  an  officer  as  the 
brarf*.  {lieutenant  Burrows. 

I  lole  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir. 
your  iiedient  servant, 

J  WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

HojiJ  W1LLIA.M  JoNEa, 

<  \   Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

?.  Portland,  September  7,  1813. 

Sii^:;  I  had  the  honor  last  evening  to  forward 
you  by  express,  through  the  hands  of  Commodore 
Bainbrldge,  a  letter  received  from  Samuel  Storer. 
Esq..  f^zvy  Agent  at  this  place,  detailing  an  ac- 
countVff  the  capture  of  the  British  brig  Boxer  by 
the  Ujjiled  States'  brig  Enterprise. 

I  nr^<r  have  to  inform  you  that  I  left  Portsmouth 
this  nturoing.  and  have  this  moment  arrived  here, 
and  a|  tlie  mail  is  closing,  I  have  only  time  to  en- 
close |ou  the  report  of  Lieutenant  McCall,  of  the 
Enteropse,  and  to  assure  you  that  a  statement  of 
the  t\#o  vessels,  as  10  the  damage  they  have  re- 
ceivec[;»tc.,  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  surveys 
can  b'made;  the  Boxer  has  received  much  dam- 
age ill  ber  hull,  masts,  and  sails;  indeed  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  she  could  be  kept  afloat  to  get 
her  irt^  The  Enterprise  is  only  injured  in  her 
masts  ;^nd  sails. 

I  h^i^e  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  otJ«dient  servant, 

;.'  ISAAC  HULL. 

Honj.!  "William  Jo.nes, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


harbor, 


United  States'  brig  Enterprise, 
1^  Portland,  September  7.  1813. 

SiR^'In  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  death 
of  Liefijenant  CommanderWilliam  Burrows,  late 
comra|^nder  of  this  vessel,  it  devolves  on  me  to 
acquajlit  you  with  the  result  of  our  cruise. 

Afl4n  sailing  from  Portsmouth  on  the  1st  in- 
stant, ^vje  steered  to  the  eastward,  and  on  the 
mornidi  of  the  3d,  oflf  "Wood  Island,  discovered 
a  scht(<jner,  which  we  chased  into  thi 
whereH'e  anchored. 

On  i^e  morning  of  the  4ih.  weighed  anchor, 
and  sv|<<pt  out  and  continued  our  course  to  the 
eastw£*jl.  Having  received  information  of  sev- 
eral pr5,ateers  being  off  Monhegan,  we  stood  for 
that  pice;  and  on  the  following  morning,  in  the 
bay  n4ir  Peraequid  Point,  discovered  a  brig  get- 
ting Ui^Jer  way,  which  appeared  to  be  a  vessel  of 
war,  a^  to  which  we  immediately  gave  chase. 
She  fijjrjl  several  guns  and  stood  for  us,  having 
four  e4»igns  hoisted.  After  reconnoitring  and 
discovering  her  force,  and  the  nation  to  which 
she  bfc,(}nged,  we  hauled  upon  a  wind  to  stand 
out  of  jtde  bay,  and  at  3  o'clock  shortened  sail, 
iacked5»nd  ran  down  with  an  intention  to  bring 
her  to|lose  action. 

At  tj»eniy  minutes  after  3  P.  M.,  when,  within 

\ 


half  pistol  shot,  the  firing  comnenced  from  both' 
and  after  being  warmly  kept  up,  and  with  some 
raanopuvring.  the  enemy  hailed,  and  said  they  had 
surrendered,  about  4  P.  M.  Their  colors  being 
nailed  to  the  masts  could  not  be  hauled  down. 
She  proved  to  be  His  Britannic  Majesty's  late 
brig  Boxer,  of  fourteen  guns,  Samuel  Blyihe, 
Esq.,  commander,  who  fell  in  the  early  part  of 
the  engagement,  having  received  a  cannon  shot 
through  the  body.  And  I  am  sorry  to  add  that 
Lieutenant  Burrows,  who  had  gallantly  led  us  to 
action,  fell  also  about  the  same  time,  by  a  musket 
ball  which  terminated  his  existence  in  eight  hours. 

The  Enterprise  suffered  much  in  spars  and  rig- 
ging, and  the  Boxer,  both  in  spars,  rigging,  and 
hull,  having  many  shot  between  wind  and  water. 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  merit  of  Mr. 
Tillinghast.  second  Lieutenant,  were  I  not  to 
mention  the  able  assistance  I  received  from  him 
during  the  remainder  of  the  engagement,  by  his 
strict  attention  to  his  own  division  and  other  de- 
partments. And  the  officers  and  crew,  generally, 
I  am  happy  to  add,  from  their  cool  and  determined 
conduct,  have  my  warmest  approbation  and  ap- 
plause. 

As  no  muster  roll  that  can  be  fully  relied  on 
has  come  into  ray  possession,  I  cannot  exactly 
state  the  nuraber  killed  on  board  the  Boxer;  but 
from  information  received  from  the  officers  of 
that  vessel,  it  appears  there  were  b<?tween  twenty 
and  thirty-five  killed,  and  fourteen  wounded.  En- 
closed is  a  list  of  the  killed  aad  wounded  on  board 
the  Enterprise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  R.  McCALL.  Senior  Omctr. 

Isaac  Hull,  Esq..  Covim'^  Naval  Officer 
on  the  Eastern  station,  Portland. 


List  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United 
Statu'  brig  Enterprise,  in  the  engagement  with  the 
British  brig  Boxer,  on  the  5th  S^tember,  1813. 
hilled. — Nathaniel  Garren,  ordinary  seaman. 
tyounded.—W iWiam     Burrows,    commander, 
since  dead;  Kerwin  Water.*,   midshipman,  mor- 
tally ;  Elisha   Blossom,  carpenter's  mate,   since 
dead;    David    Horton,    quartermaster;     Russell 
Coates.  quartermaster;  Thomas  Orrings,  quar- 
termaster ;  Benjamin  Gannon,  boatswain's  mate; 
Scuiler  Bradley,  seaman  ;  James  Snow,  seaman, 
Snow  Jones,   seaman;  Peter   Barnard,  ordinary 
seaman;  William    Thomas,   2d,  seaman;    John 
Fiizmen,  marine. 

EDW.  R.  McCALL,  Senior  Officer. 


REMISSION    OF    PENALTIES 
FORFEITURES. 


AND 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  June  16,  1813.] 

The  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Stephen 
Giraid  and  others,  owners  of  the  ships  Good 
Friends,  United  States,  and  Amazon,  and  their 
cargoes,  respectfully  reports: 
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Remission  of  Penalties  and  Forfeitures 

That  the  ab«ve  named  vessels,  with  their  car- 
goes, consisting  of  merchandise  of  the  growth. 


produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  having 
left  ports  in  Great  Britain  in  the  months  of  Octo- 
ber and  December,  1811,  arrived  at  Amelia  Isl 
and,  in  East  Florida,  between  the  22d  of  Decem- 
ber.1811.and  the  lOihof  February.  1812, and  were 
lying  in  the  port  of  Fernandina,  in  that  i>land.  on 
the  18th  of  March,  1812,  on  which  day  possession 
was  taken  of  the  island  by  George  Mathews, 
under  a  pretended  authority  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  Under  the  same 
authority,  a  local  government  was  established  by 
him,  ami  such  officers  appointed  as  he  deemed 
necessary  to  administer  it.  The  sU()ercargoe8  and 
agents  for  the  property  on  board  the  vessels  in 
question,  deeming  their  situation  insecure,  and 
that  the  value  of  the  cargoes  would  probably  in- 
vite hostile  or  predatory  attacks  upon  them  if 
they  remained  in  a  port  where,  within  three  days. 
the  public  authority  had  been  exercised  under  no 
less  than  three  different  jurisdictions,  and  consid- 
ering themselves  as  already,  without  their  own 
agency  or  consent,  placed,  with  the  property  in 
their  charge,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  applied  to  General  Mathews  for  permis- 
sion to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  under  such  con- 
ditions and  re>trictions  as  might  secure  the  prop-  | 
erty  from  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  to  which.  ' 
by  the  then  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  it  ' 
would  be  exposed  if  imported  into  the  United  | 
States.  General  Mathews  granted  this  request,  j 
considering,  as  he  himself  expressed  it,  '•  that  the 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  were  already  under  the 
protection  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and 
within  the  waters  of  an  inte:;ral  part  of  our  com- 
mon country;"  and  that  they  would  not  therefore 
be  subjecied.  bv  going  to  Philadelphia,  to  the 
prohibitions  of  the  non-importation  law.  He 
directed  that  the  vessels  and  cargoes  should  be 
delivered  in  charge  to  the  collector  of  Philadel- 
phia, should  so  remain  until  the  determination  of 
the  Government  in  relation  to  them  should  be 
known,  and  took  bonds  lor  the  performance  of 
this  condition.  Tne  vessels  left  Amelia  Island 
on  the  10th  of  April,  1811,  and  arrived  in  the 
river  Delaware,  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia,  on 
the  19th  day  of  the  same  month,  when  they  were 
seized  by  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Dela- 
ware, and  were  subsequently  libelled  in  the  dis- 
trict court  of  that  district,  as  liable  to  forfeiture 
for  an  infringement  of  the  nonimportation  act. 
The  takijig  possession  of  Amelia  Island  by  Gen. 
Mathews,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done, 
and  his  subsequent  acts  at  that  place,  being  alto- 
gether unauthorized  and  illegal,  the  license,  or 
permission  which  he  gave  for  the  vessels  to  pro- 
ceed to  Philadelphia  was  entirely  null,  and  they, 
with  their  cargoes,  were,  of  course,  on  coming 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
ject to  forfeiture. 

These  are  the  material  facts  in  the  cases  repre- 
sented in  the  memorial.  The  grounds  on  which 
the  memorialists  ask  for  relief,  are, 

1st.  That  the  lading  of  the  merchandise  en 
board  their  ships,  in  the  first  instance,  was  with- 


out any  intention  to  violate  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  March  1st,  1809,  commonly  called  the  non- 
importation act.  By  the  fifth  section  of  that  act. 
the  lading  of  prohibited  merchandise  on  board  ot 
any  4tess^  in  a  foreign  couutry,  with  an  intent  to 
import  th^>aine  into  the  United  States,  is  made 
penal,  and  subjects  the  merchandise,  and  the  ves- 
sel on  board  of  which  it  is  laden,  to  forfeiture. 
But  the  memorialists  represent,  that,  although 
the  ultimate  destination  of  the  merchandise  was 
for  the  United  States,  yet,  that  it  was  not  their 
intention  that  it  should  at  any  time  enter  the 
United  States  in  contravention  of  the  laws;  that 
their  property  was  withdrawn  from  England  in 
the  apprehension  of  its  insecurity  there  from  an 
approaching  state  of  war ;  and  that  it  was  placed 
in  a  situation  recommended  by  its  supposed  safe- 
ty, and  by  its  proximity  to  the  United  States,  to 
await  the  time  when  it  might,  by  an  expected 
act  of  the  Government,  be  made  lawful  to  intro- 
duce it  into  the  United  States.  The  intention  of 
violating  the  law.  which  is  what  the  act  of 
March,  1809,  must  have  contemplated  when  the 
lading  of  prohibited  merchandise  on  board  a  ves- 
sel in  a  foreign  country  was  made  criminal,  is 
disowned  by  the  memorialists;  and  from  all  the 
circumstances,  particularly  in  Mr.  Girard's  case, 
from  the  application  made  by  him  to  Congress, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1812,  for  permission  by 
law  to  import  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Good  Friends, 
thereby  manifesting  his  disposition  to  respect  the 
laws,  and  to  avoid,  in  every  particular,  their  in- 
fringement, appears  not  to  have  been  entertained 
by  them. 

2d.  That  the  importation,  when  actually  made, 
was  supposed  by  the  memorialists  and  by  their 
agents  not  to  be  illegal.  The  powers  which  Gen. 
Mathews  as.«iumed  to  possess  at  Amelia  Island, 
could  not,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  inves- 
tigated by  the  agents  of  the  memorialists  there 
present.  He  pretended  to  have  authority  for 
what  he  did  ;  and  exterior  circumstances  may,  in 
some  measure,  have  justified  a  belief,  on  their 
part,  that  his  acts  were  directed,  and  would  be 
sanctioned,  by  the  Government.  The  vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  on  their  arrival  in  Philadelphia, 
were  lo  be  put  in  possession  of  the  collector  of 
the  customs,  and  no  intention  of  a  clandestine  or 
fraudulent  introduction  of  any  part  of  the  mer- 
chandise can  be  supposed  to  have  been  enter- 
tained in  the  remotest  manner  by  the  memo- 
rialists. 

Under  these  views  of  the  cases  of  the  memo- 
rialists, they  would  appear  to  be  entitled  to  relief. 
The  consideration  that  Congress  has,  by  three 
acts,  fiassed  at  their  last  session,  directed  the  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  incurred  under  the  same  pro- 
hibitory act,  by  three  classes  of  importers  of  Brit- 
ish  merchandise,  to  be  remitted,  strengthens  and 
confirms  this  idea.  But  it  must  be  recollected 
that  several  cases  of  importations  from  Amelia 
Island,  under  circumstances  similar  to  those  stated 
in  the  present  memorial,  have  already  occurred 
and  been  acted  on.  Petitions  for  remission  hav- 
ing been  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, they  were  granted  under  the  authority  of  the 
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already  made  is  legalized,  shall  be 


passetj 

AJ^  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
U  W.  JONES. 

•  I  Acting  Sec'y  of  the  Treasury 

TjlEASURY  DePART.MENT. 

June  15/A,  1813. 
f.i 


To  /^i   Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
j  '^  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  .• 

T^y.  memorial  of  Stephen  Girard,  of  the  city 
of  Ij^iladelphia,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylrania, 
mertlljant,  owner  of  the  ship  Good  Friends,  and 
her  ^tirgo;  Thomson  and  Morris,  of  the  same 
plac|'  merchants,  owners  of  the  ship  Amazon, 
and  ^{  part  of  her  cargo;  Bryan  &  Schlatter, 
Edw^Td  Wilson,  Longstrelh  &  Wilson.  William 
S.  Qithers,  and  John  Vaughan,  the  legal  repre- 
sentljves  of  Samuel  Mernk,  lately  deceased,  all 
of  iKii  same  place,  merchants,  also  respectively 
part  Wwners  of  the  cargo  of  the  said  ship  Ama- 
zenj^tuke  Tiernan  <t  Co.,  Henry  Shroeder  and 
Co.,  sjid  Levin  Wetherill,  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
Stat^pf  Maryland,  merchants,  also  respectively 
part;>A-ner8  of  the  cargo  of  the  said  ship  Amazon; 
and^pnathan  Ogden.  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
mer»|jant,  also  part  owner  of  the  cargo  of  the 
saidi^ip  Amazon  ;  and  Kugan  4,  Rhodes,  of  the 
city  *;f  Philadelphia,  merchants,  owners  of  the 
ship'j^nited  States,  and  her  cargo,  respectfully 
shovjfth  : 

Tqai  your  memorialist,  Stephen  Girard.  repre- 
seDl.}{(  to  Congress,  al  their  session  in  March, 
ISlii:  the  circumstances  under  which  his  ship  the 
Goc^jfriends.  Robert  Thompson,  master,  with  a 
▼ak^* cargo  of  the  manufactures  of  England. 
(bel|^ging  also  to  him.)  had  proceeded  from°LoQ- 


gen(;t^l  roiiigating  act  of  March,  1797,  upon  cer- 
tain isonditions.  the  effect  of  which  was.  to  sub- 
ject ^he  merchandise  to  the  payment  of  the 
douljC^e  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  July  1.  1812  ; 
and  •his  upon  the  ground  that,  as  the  merchan- 
di8eji;ould  not  be  legally  admitted  to  entry  till 
the  ^J-mission  took  place,  and  as  this  was  not 
graifl^d  till  after  the  act  of  July  1,  1812,  wa*;  in 
ope^tion.  it  was  equally  consistent  with  equity, 
and^^ith  the  law  then  in  force,  that  the  double 
duti*?  should  be  made  to  attach  to  the  merchan- 
disej  .  The  principles  which  governed  in  those 
decisions  were  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tar/'^f  the  Treasury  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mitte';  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  1st  of  Febru- 
ary just,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed  to  this 
repci|-t.  Those  principles  were  sanctioned  by  the 
Con^i-iittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  are  under- 
stoo.J^to  have  been  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
Thei^me  measure  of  justice  or  of  indulgence  is 
due  i®  all  those  standing  in  the  same  situation  ; 
and|^t  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  relief 
praytsi  for  by  the  memorialists  in  the  present  case 
shoiflii  be  granted  only  on  the  payment  of  the 
douili;  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  July  1.  1812; 
or,  i^^ther  words,  on  the  payment  of  such  duties 
as  v^  iuld  be  payable  on  the  merchandise  if  im- 
portr5  at  the  time  when  the  act  by  which  the 
impottation 


doD  to  Amelia  Island  ;  and  prayed,  in  contempla- 
tion of  the  impending  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  rescue  his  property  from  the  danger  to 
which  it  was  exposed,  by  placing  it,  upon  any 
terms  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  should 
prescribe,  within  the  protection  of  the  United 
States;  as  will  more  particularly  appear  by  a 
copy  of  the  representation  annexed  to  the  present 
memorial.  A. 

That  your  memorialists,  the  owners  of  the 
ships  Amazon  and  the  United  States,  and  of  their 
respective  cargoes,  influenced  by  motives  similar 
to  those  which  had  actuated  Mr.  Girard.  also  re- 
moved their  property  from  the  immediate  juris- 
diction and  power  of  the  British  Government, 
and  sent  it  to  Amelia  Island,  as  a  situation  of 
comparative  safety,  in  the  event  of  war.  But, 
reposing  perfect  confidence  in  the  impartiality, 
as  well  as  in  the  liberality  of  Congress,  they  ab- 
stained from  addressing  your  honorable  body  on 
the  occasion  ;  since  the  principle  of  your  decision 
on  Mr.  Girard's  memorial,  would  naturally  be 
applied  to  all  cases  within  the  same  reason  for 
indulgence  and  relief.  The  ship  Amazon  sailed 
from  Liverpool  about  the  fourth  of  October,  1811, 
and  arrived  at  Amelia  Island  about  the  22d  of 
December  following.  The  ship  United  States 
sailed  from  Liverpool  about  the  25th  of  October. 
1811,  and  arrived  at  Amelia  Island  about  the  25ih 
of  December  following. 

That  your  memorialists,  while  the  attention  of 
Corigress  is  again  claimed  upon  this  interesting 
subject,  deem  it  proper,  solemnly  and  explicitly 
to  declare,  that,  although  they  were  desirous  to 
withdraw  their  respective  funds  from  England, 
and  to  reap  the  emolument  of  a  fair  trade  in  the 
goods  which  they  had  respectively  ordered,  yet 
that  they  never  did  iritend  to  make  the  shipments 
in  England,  or  to  import  the  goods  into  any  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  their  country.  True  it  is,  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  shipments,  your  memorialists  antici- 
pated, either  as  a  consequence  of  an  adjustment 
of  the  differences  subsisting  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  or  as  a  consequence  of 
a  formal  declaration  of  war,  that  an  importation 
would,  eventually,  be  rendered  lawful;  but  they 
utterly  deny  that  the  shipments  were  made  with 
a  view  to  an  importation,  in  peace  or  in  war  at 
any  period  of  time,  or  under  any  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, without  the  direct  and  positive  sanc- 
tion of  the  American  Government. 

That,  in  connexion,  however,  with  this  declar- 
ation, your  memorialists  respectfully  remark,  that 
notwithstanding  the  existence  of  the  nonimpor- 
tation  act,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
might  lawfully  transport  their  property,  consist- 
ing of  British  products  or  fabrics,  from  one  Brit- 
ish port  to  another;  or  from  a  British  port  to  the 
ports  of  any  other  foreign  nation  ;  and  an  ulterior 
design  to  bring  the  property  to  their  own  home, 
whenever  that  course  might  also  be  lawfully  pur- 
sued, has  never  been  denounced,  and  can  never 
be  justly  denounced,  as  a  subject  for  prosecution 
and  punishment :  for,  if  upon  a  rigid  interpreta- 
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tion  of  a  doubtful  expression,  it  has  been  alleged 
that  a  penally  is  incurred,  by  the  act  of  putting 
goods  of  British  growth  or  manufacture,  on 
board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  with  intention  of  im- 
porting them  into  the  United  States,  "against  the 
f)rohibilion  or  the  tru«  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
aw."  even  before  the  goods  have  been  brought 
witnin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  yet 
neither  the  spirit  nor  the  language  of  the  law  can 
ever  be  so  strained  as  to  affix  the  same  penalty 
to  the  act  of  putting  such  goods  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  with  the  qualified,  contingent,  and 
avowed  intention  of  importing  them,  only  when, 
and  after,  the  legislative  prohibition  had  ceased, 
and  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law  could  not 
possibly  be  contravened. 

That  your  memorialists  having,  with  these  un- 
offending dispositions,  transported  their  property 
from  England  to  the  port  of  Fernandina,  in  Ame- 
lia Island,  were  anxiously  but  submissively  wait- 
ing the  decision  of  Congress  upon  their  case, 
when  a  political  revolution  suddenly  occurred, 
which  transferred  the  possession  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  Island  from  Spain  to  the  United  States. 
It  appears,  from  the  public  documents  of  the 
time,  that,  in  consequence  of  an  insurrection  of 
the  neighboring  inhabitants,  the  town  of  Fernan- 
dina surrendered  to  an  armed  party,  calling  them- 
selves ''the  Patriots,-'  on  the  17th  of  March, 
J^812;  that  the  Patriots,  on  the  ensuing  day, 
entered  into  capitulation  with  General  George 
Mathews,  at  the  head  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States,  ceding  to  him  the 
town,  the  harbor,  and  the  adjacent  country,  as 
the  deputed  Commissioner  of  iKe  United  Slates, 
to  receive  the  cession;  and  that  General  Mathews 
took  immediate  possession  of  Fernandina.  ap- 
pointed a  judge,  a  collector,  a  harbor  master,  and 
a  notary  public  ;  and  exercised  all  the  other  func- 
tions of  government,  civil  and  military,  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

That  your  memorialist  are  aware  of  the  disclo- 
sure, at  a  period  long  subsequent,  of  the  secret  act 
of  Congress,  passed  on  the  15:h  of  January.  1811, 
authorizing  the  President,  upon  the  occurrence  of 
certain  events,  to  take  possession  of  the  territory 
lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido.  and  south  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  of 
the  commission  and  instructions  issued  to  General 
Mathews  and  Colonel  McKee,  jointly  and  sever- 
ally, for  carrying  the  provisions  of  the  act  into 
effect ;  and  of  the  judgment  of  the  President,  that 
General  Mathews,  in  accepting  the  cession  of 
Fernandina.  under  the  circumstances  which  have 
been  stated,  transgressed  the  limits  of  his  commis- 
sion. But  your  raemorialivts,  with  great  defer- 
ence, observe,  that,  in  a  transaction  to  which  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Government  had  thus  af&xed  the  seal  of  secrecy 
and  confidence,  a  knowledge  of  the  lawcould  not 
be  acquired,  by  the  ordinary  means  of  informa- 
tion ;  and  every  citizen  was  obliged,  every  citi- 
zen was  bound,  to  presume  the  competency  and 
the  validity  of  General  Matthews's  authority,  sim- 
ply because  the  authority  was  exercised.  The 
Commissioner  might,  therefore,  be  personally  re- 


sponsible for  his  conduct;  reparation  might  be 
come  due,  as  for  a  violation  of  the  territory  and 
sovereignly  of  a  foreign  Power ;  and  individuals, 
upon  the  spot,  might  be  involved  in  losses,  for 
which  no  indemnity  could  be  obtained:  but  it 
will  be  without  precedent,  as  it  is,  most  mani- 
festly, without  principle,  that  the  American  Gov- 
ernment should  take  advantage  of  the  honest  de- 
lusion produced  by  the  public  conduct  of  an  ac- 
credited agent,  acting  under  color  of  a  secret  com- 
mission, to  entangle  its  own  citizens  in  the  net 
of  legal  confiscation. 

That,  as  soon  as  the  revolution  of  Fernandina 
appeared  to  be  consummated,  by  the  organization 
and  establishment  of  a  government  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  Slates,  the  masters  of  the 
ships,  belonging,  as  before  mentioned,  to  your 
memorialists,  and  the  supercargoes  charged  with 
the  care  of  the  goods  on  board,  saw  that  the  dan- 
ger and  the  difficulty  of  their  situation  were 
greatly  increased,  without  their  participation  in 
the  cause.  By  an  act  performed  in  the  name, 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
Amelia  Island  had  become  an  American  posses- 
sion ;  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  your  memori- 
alists, without  their  intention  or  knowledge,  were 
subjected  to  the  American  jurisdiction  ;  the  isl- 
and no  longer  remaining  a  neutral  asylum,  seemed 
to  present  an  attitude  of  defiance  towards  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  Spain  ;  and  the  rich  accumu- 
lation of  American  property  in  the  harbor  of  Fer- 
nandina. offered  so  strong  a  temptation,  that  any 
other  inducement  was  scarcely  wanting,  to  insure 
a  predatory  visit,  under  whatever  pretext,  from 
some  of  the  belligerent  cruisers  or  privateers.  To 
remain,  therefore,  at  Amelia  Island,  in  this  unex- 
pected change  of  circumstances,  was  thought  a 
wilful  sacrifice  of  the  ships  and  cargoes.  The 
alternative  of  seeking  another  safe  and  peaceful 
port,  in  a  foreign  country,  was  thought  imprac- 
ticable: for.  no  voyage  could  be  undertaken,  with 
a  hope  of  avoiding  capture ;  no  insurance  could 
be  effected,  al  any  rate  of  premium  ;  and,  after  all, 
what  port  was  open  for  selection,  to  which  the  bel- 
ligerents, with  hostile  views,  could  not  also  resort  ? 
In  this  dilemma,  it  was  natural,  it  was  proper,  that 
the  agents  of  your  memorialists  should  apply 
for  advice  and  assistance,  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  United  Slates,  whose  public  conduct  (then 
deemed  to  be  duly  authorized)  had  contributed  to 
embarrass  them  ;  and  let  it  be  remarked,  that,  even 
if  they  had  been  disposed  rather  to  place  the  pro- 
perty of  your  memorialists  within  the  reach  of 
their  own  Government,  as  an  object  of  confisca- 
tion, than  to  expose  it  to  the  belligerents,  as  an 
object  of  pillage,  the  patriotism  of  the  choice 
might  serve,  in  the  most  unfavorable  result,  as 
some  excuse  for  its  imprudence. 

But  your  memorialists  further  respectfully  rep- 
resent, that  their  agents,  well  knowing  the  nature 
and  obligation  of  the  instructions  which  they  had 
received,  felt  no  disposiiion,  under  any  aspect  of 
affairs,  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  in 
violation  of  the  law.  Of  the  authority  of  General 
.Mathews  to  accept  the  cession  of  Fernandina, 
upon  the  terras  of  the  capitulation,  they  never 
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ctraceived  a  doubt;  of  (he  Constitutional  or  legal 
fSiJct  of  the  cession  to  identify  Amelia  Island 
w*ih  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  they  never 
p|i<3umed  to  form  an  opinion  ;  of  the  public  policy 
ail)  lawfulness  of  rerao\rinj  the  American  prop- 
esy  from  Amelia  Island,  they  believed  General 
Myhews  to  be  a  competent  judge  ;  but,  still,  wiih 
rijii^ect  to  all  these  considerations,  they  referred 
tKjr  conduct  implicitly  to  the  order  and  guidance 
oi^jthe  Commissioner,  acting  in  the  name  and 
Uj(|er  (he  authority  of  the  United  Sta(es,  as  will 
njiire  pardcularly  appear  by  their  address,  and 
h;i  answer,  of  which  copies  arc  annexed  to  this 
n4'tnorial.  B,  C, 

H'hat  from  these,  and  other  documents  now 
e^jibited,  your  memorialists  are  confident  that  ii 
w»ll  be  satisfactorily  proved  to  your  honorable 
belly,  that  the  shi^  and  cargoes  belonging  to  them, 
aJbefore  stated,  were  not  voluntarily  brought  by 
tll'ir  agents  from  Amelia  Island  in(o  (he  Uni(ed 
Sjfttes,  wi(h  a  design  to  contravene  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress  respecting  goods  of 
Eiijlish  growth  or  manufacture;  but  that  they 
vijfe  sent  hither,  under  an  apparently  lawful 
lijc*nse,  upon  motives  of  public  policy,  in  a  case 
oi; necessity,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Government 
sllu'Uld  be  pleased,  eventually,  to  direct:  Thus, 

*Ii.  The  agents  of  your  memorialists,  declaring 
tEJ^t  ihey  did  not  wish  to  violate  any  law,  and 
e|r»essinw  a  belief  that  General  Mathews  pos- 
s^^ed  sumcient  powers  for  the  occasion,  suggest- 
ed shat  permission  might  be  granted  to  proceed 
iti\n  Amelia  Island  to  Philadelphia,  as  a  place  of 
rfSpge  and  safety,  under  bonds  to  deliver  the  ships 
a|}  cargoes  into  the  hands  of  the  collector,  sub- 
]\\  to  the  orders  of  the  President. 

kj.  General  Mathews,  acting  upon  a  knowledge 
of  iis  powers,  and  exercising  his  own  judgment, 
a4tipted  the  suggestion  ;  considering  the  ships  and 
c^^^oes  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  capitu- 
lai'iijn,  by  which  Amelia  Island  was  ceded  lo  the 
Ljuted  Stales;  considering,  on  motives  of  public 
p^icy,  as  well  as  of  private  justice,  that  the  large 
a*i.ount  cf  properly,  at  Amelia  Island,  would  be 
A\  ^additional  attraction  to  the  belligerents,  and. 
p.  i^ably.  lead  to  hostilities  at  that  place  ;  consid- 
ei|pg.  that,  in  consequence  of  the  cession,  the 
vijels  and  cargoes  were  under  the  protection  of 
ti^'.dag  of  the  United  States,  in  the  waters  of  an 
ii^igral  pan  of  the  common  country;  and  con- 
sifenng  that,  for  these  reasons,  the  ships  and 
CifVijoes  could  no  longer  be  subject  to  th.e  penalty 
otifhe  non-importatii)n  law,  upon  entering  a  port 
oil  {he  United  States,  with  the  sanction  of  his 
li^jJnse. 

Ct  But.  at  the  moment  of  issuing  the  license, 
Wjads  were  exacted  from  your  memorialists,  with 
a fendition.  ''to  produce,  to  the  collector  of  the 
di|irict  of  Amelia  Island,  within  six  months,  a 
ct^iificate  that  the  cargoes  had  been  delivered  to 
t*  collector  of  Philadelphia,  and  lo  remain  in 
h.4.  charge  until  the  determination  of  the  Gov- 
eiiKjmeni  of  the  United  States  should  be  known  ;" 
a;jj,  with  these  bonds,  the  ships  and  cargoes 
s^]ed,  and  were  actually  consigned  to  the  col- 
i?5lor   of  the    port   of  Philadelphia,    under    the 
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license  of  a   letter,  which  Goveraor  Mathews 

addressed  to  that  officer,  bearing  date  the  31st  of 
March,  1812.  (D.) 

Thai  it  is  ihud  manifestly  proved,  that  the 
ships  and  cargoes,  belonging  to  your  memorialists, 
as  before  stated,  were  sent,  for  safety,  about  the 
10th  of  April,  1812,  from  Amelia  Island,  into  the 
waters  of  the  United  Slates,  under  a  public  li- 
cense, to  be  delivered  (not  lo  their  respective 
owners,  but)  to  the  officers  of  the  Government  in 
the  port  of  Philadelphia;  subject  (not  to  the 
orders  of  their  respective  owners,  but)  to  ihe 
orders  of  the  President.  The  ships  and  cargoes, 
accordingly,  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  about  the 
19ili  of  April,  in  their  pa>sage  lo  the  port  of 
Philadelphia;  but.  notwiihslanding  ihe  peculiar 
circumstances  under  whieh  they  arrived,  with  a 
fair  destination  to  the  port  of  the  owners,  for  de- 
livery to  the  collector  there,  by  the  order  of  Gen- 
eral Mathews,  and,  notwithstanding  the  certain 
and  continued  power  of  the  Government  over  the 
property,  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  the  ships  and  cargoes  were  seized,  upon 
an  alleged  breach  of  the  non- importation  law,  in 
the  district  of  Delaware,  and  carried  10  the  port 
of  Wilmington,  for  trial  and  adjudication.  And, 
by  these  proceedings,  your  memorialists  (without 
indulging  the  useleiis  language  of  complaint^  have 
to  lament  that  they  are  involved  in  a  forfeiture 
of  the  bonds  which  have  been  given  at  Amelfa 
Island  ;  that  they  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of 
the  deci.oion  of  the  Government,  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  admitting  or  excluding  the  ships  and  car- 
goes, for  refuge  and  safely,  if  not  for  importa- 
tion and  trade;  that  they  have  been  compelled 
to  obtain  a  resiituiion  of  their  property,  upon 
bonds,  with  sureties,  for  their  respective  interests, 
amounting  to  the  aggregate  sum  of  $645,731  22; 
of  which  the  interest  of  one  of  your  memorialists, 
alone,  (Stephen  Girard.)  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
$303,488  83;  that  they  have  been  obliged  to 
secure  and  to  pay  the  duties  of  tonnage  and  im- 
post upon  their  ships  and  cargoes,  (amounting  at 
least  to  a  sum  of  $94,338  11)  even  before  the 
fate  of  the  property  is  ascertained;  and,  finally, 
that  they  are  constrained,  at  a  crisis  of  such  pub- 
lic importance,  to  obtrude  upon  the  time  and  at- 
tention of  Congress  a  respectful,  but  earnest, 
solicitation  for  relief  from  the  prosecution  which 
threatens  them. 

And  here  your  memorialists  rest,  with  a  confi- 
dence, which  every  consideration  of  the  wisdom, 
the  justice,  and  the  impartiality  of  Congress  is 
calculated  to  fortify  and  confirm.  They  have 
seen,  with  sentiments  of  unqualified  approbation, 
a  legislative  interposition,  to  save  from  ruin  of 
heavy  penalties  and  forfeitures,  a  class  of  citizens, 
who,  proceeding  u{ion  a  sincere,  though  mistaken 
anticipation  of  the  alleged  revocation  of  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council,  in  relation  to  the  Ameri- 
can non-importation  system,  voluntarily  and  un- 
lawfully sent  their  vessels,  and  their  cargoes,  in 
a  direct  voyage  from  England  to  the  United 
States.  They  now  present  a  case,  in  which  an 
'importation  into  the   United  Stales  was  never 
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contemplated,  pending  the  existence  of  the  non- 
importation  law;  in   which    property   has  been 
placed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates 
by  the  force  of  events  beyond  the  influence  and 
control  of  its  owners;  in  which  the  authority  of 
the  Government  was  employed  (colorably  at  least) 
to  nroduce  those  events;  and  in  which  the  ships 
and  cargoes  of  your  memorialists,  brought  into 
the  waters  of  the  United  States,  under  the  license 
of  a  public  agent,  for  the  purposes  of  refuge  and 
safely,  have  been  unjustly  branded  with  the  of- 
fence of  an  illicit  importation  for  the  purposes  of 
trade.     Does  not  the  honor  of  the  Government, 
then,  equally  with  the   innocence  or  the  misfor- 
tune of  your  memorialists,  seem,  in  such  a  case, 
to  demand  that  the  claim  of  confiscation  should 
be  efleciually  silenced?     A   court  of  law  may 
construe  the  words  of  the  prohibitory  act  so  as  to 
embrace,  in  its  penal  dispensations,  a  contingent 
and  eventual  intention,  as  well  as  a  wilful  and 
direct  intention,  to  import.     A  judge  may  regard 
the  defective  authority  of  a  public  agent  as  no 
authority  to  justify,  or  excuse,  an  acquiescence 
in  its  exercise.     The  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  also,  may  be  deemed   in- 
adequate to  remit  an  impuied  forfeiture  of  a  na- 
ture so  complex,  and  oi  a  magnitude  so  great. 
But,  in  Congress,  every  power  resides  lo  display 
the  honor,  the  justice,  and  the  liberality  of  the 
nation,  and  to  Congress  your  memorialists  defini- 
tively appeal. 

STEPHE.N  GIRARD. 
Thomson  &,  Morris,  Longstreth  «t  Wilson, 
Wm.  S.  Crothers,      Bryam  <St  Schlatter, 
Rugan  &  Rhodes,      Edward   Wilson, 
Jn.  Vaughan.  administrator  of  S.  Merril. 
Jona.  Ogden,  by  his  attorney,  E.  Thompson. 
Philadelphia,  May  28.  1813. 


To  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled, 
the  memorial  of  Stephen  dirard,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  mer- 
chant, respectfully  shoxveth  . 

That  your  memorialist,  who  has  been  engaged, 
for  many  years,  in  the  prosecution  of  an  exten- 
sive commerce,  feels  pride  and  pleasure  in  being 
able  to  affirm,  that  the  operations  of  his  personal 
industry,  and  pecuniary  capital,  have  not,  in  any 
instance,  been  injurious  to  his  country,  nor  dis- 
honorable to  himself.  And  at  the  moment  of 
soliciting  your  attention  for  ihe  object  of  the  pres- 
ent memorial,  he  prays  you  to  believe  (hat  he 
aims  not.  in  any  degree,  lo  obstruct  the  policy  of 
ihe  Government,  nor  lo  obtain  from  legislative 
favor  an  indulgence  which  is  incompatible  with 
legislative  impartiality. 

That  your  memorialist  perceives,  in  ihe  exist- 
ing system,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Brit- 
ish merchandise  into  the  United  Slates,  a  design 
to  coerce  the  justice  of  a  foreign  Power,  through 
the  medium  of  its  interest ;  but  it  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed that  a  system,  calculated  lo  vindicate  the 
national  rights,  will  be  allowed  to  impair  the  na- 
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tional  resources;  or  that  the  means  employed  to 
redress  the  wrongs  of  an  American  citizen,  shall 
be  rendered  the  means  more  completely  to  im- 
poveri>h  and  oppress  him. 

That,  before  the  prohibitory  system  was  adopted 
and  enforced,  there  had  been  intrusted,  either  di- 
rectly or  circuitously.  to  the  care  of  British  mer- 
chants, in  Europe,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
commercial  capital  of  the  United  States,  which, 
upon  the  adoption  of  that  system,  it    became  ob- 
viously the  interest  of  the  nation  at  large,  as  well 
as   of    the    individual    proprietors,   lo  withdraw. 
And  although  the  immediate  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment prevented  an  investment  in  British  pro- 
ducts or  manufactures,  the  American  capitalists 
were  enabled,  for  a  lime,  by  fortuiious  circum- 
stances, to  make  important  returns  in  the  public 
stock   of  the    United    States,  and    in    the    slock 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  as  well  as 
by  bills  of  exchange.      ^ 

That  the  efficacy  of  ine  prohibitory  system  has 
been  thought,  so  far.  to  require  a  general  restraint ; 
but,  upon  principle,  a  clear  and  satisfactory  dis- 
tinction has  always  existed,  and  must  forever  ex- 
ist, between  the  case  of  the  merchant,  who  seeks 
to  purchase  with  money,  or  on  credit,  British 
produce  and  manufactures,  for  the  current  pur- 
poses of  trade,  and  that  of  the  merchant  who 
IS  forced  into  a  similar  investment,  for  the  sole 
purpo.ve  of  bringing  home  his  pecuniary  funds, 
which  had  previously  accumulated  in  the  hands 
of  a  foreign  agent.  In  ihe  former  case,  a  new 
source  of  encouragement  may  be  opened  to  the 
British  manufacturer;  but,  in  the  latter,  the  in- 
cidental consideration  of  British  profit  is  lost, 
while  we  estimate  the  more  important  eflTecl 
which  adds  the  fruits  of  American  enterprise  to 
ihe  active  wealth  of  the  country. 

That,  connected  with  these  views  which  the 
prohibitory  system  alone  presents,  your  memo- 
rialist respectfully  submits  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress the  considerations  that  arise  from  an  ap- 
proaciiing  war.     In  contemplation  of  war,  every 
Government  endeavors  to  preserve  the  properly 
of  its  citizens  from  the  grasp  of  an  enemy;  and 
even  few  treaties  are  formed,  without  guarding 
against  the  violent  effects  of  a  sudden  rupture, 
by  an  express  stipulation,  that,  in  such  event,  the 
citizens  of  the  contracting  parties  inhabiting  the 
territory  of  each  other,  shall  enjoy  a  reasonable 
opportunity  to  remove  ihemselvesaod  iheirgoods. 
The  prohibitory  system  prevented  the  importation 
of  British  merchandise  into  the  United  States; 
but  the  strong  and  continued  indications  of  an 
approaching  war   admonished   every  American 
citizen  lo  remove  his  property,  in  any  practicable 
mode,  to  any  lawful  place  of  deposite,  out  of  the 
sphere  of  British  seizure  and  confiscation.    Hence, 
when  it  was  no  longer  practicable,  in  the  ordinary 
modes  of  remittance,  by  bills  of  exchange,  or  by 
purchases  of  American  stock,  to  transfer  pecuni- 
ary funds  from  England  to  America;  when  gold 
and  silver  were  scarcely  current,  and  could  not 
be  exported  ;  and  when  the  depreciated  state  even 
of  bank  notes,  forbade  the  voluntary  acceptance 
of  any  payment  for  a  debt,  in  the  paper  medium 
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■^^  ihe  Kingdom;  the  American  saw  no  other 
wpspect.  to  rescue  his  fortune  from  the  impend- 

'itjif  war,  than  in  investment  in  British  merchan- 
dise, which,  without  offending  English  or  Ameri- 
ijji  laws,  he  might  transport  to  an  asylum  of 
Jwiporary  security,  if  not  of  ultimate  emolument. 
(T^pome  neutral  country. 

.]Tliat,  resting  his  hope  upon  these  general 
^ndaiions,  your  memorialist  proceeds,  with  de- 
^ijnce  and  respect,  to  represent  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  his  own  case,  in  a  brief  but  di>- 
^Act  narrative,  which  he  is  ready  to  yerify,  with 
*)i  the  formalities  of  legal  evidence.  Thus,  it 
■as  been  his  course  of  trade  for  several  years 
^jit,  to  send  valuable  cargoes,  consisting  of  the 
Stoduce  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  produce 
Itid  fabric  of  the  East  and  West  Indies,  in  his 
|vvn  vessels,  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  where, 
3|e  cargoes  being  sold,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
A^oceeds  of  the  sales  ha*  been  invested,  from  lime 
ti  time,  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  sent,  in 
n>e  same  vessels,  to  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bour- 
\:^n,  Java.  Madras,  Calcutta,  and  Canton,  to  pro- 
^lore  return  cargoes  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 
il*he  proceeds  of  sales,  which  were  not  thus  em- 
ployed, were   remitted    to   London;   but,   in    the 

•  £ar  1S07,  when  the  embarrassmeiits  and  dangers 
at  neutral  commerce  had  greatly  increased,  your 
Memorialist  deemed  it  expedient  to  abandon  the 
c'-cheme  of  circuitous  voyages;  his  vessels  were 
iuirJered  to  return   immediately  from  Europe  to 

emerica.  and  his  consignees  upon  the  Continent 
ere  instructed  to  remit  the  whole  proceeds  of 
^\s  consignments  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers, 
yjad  Co.,  of  London,  for  his  use.  In  consequence 
fiif  these  arrangements,  it  will  appear,  from  a 
tjihedule  annexed  to  this  memorial.  A,  that,  on 
\i\\e  31si  of  December.  1803.  the  balance  in  favor 
l^your  memorialist,  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Bar- 
Xpg,  Brothers,  and  Co..  amounted  to  X33,6S1  17». 
sterling;  that,  during  the  year  1S09,  the  sum  of 
t^ilSl.OOS  5*.  9d.  sterling,  was  remitted  from  the 
tfpontinent  to  the  London  house;  and  the  sum  of 
1X62,042  lft».  8d..  was  drawn  for  by  your  memo- 
^Ulist,  leaving,  on  the  31si  of  December,  1809,  a 
it|»lance  in  his  favor,  amounting  to  £102,642  6#. 
itd.  sterling;  that,  during  the  year  1810,  the  sura 
taf  X69.600  Is.  \ld.  sterling,  was  remitted  from 
Vbe  Continent  to  the  London  house,  and  the  sum 
iof  £45,440  I5s.  Id.  sterling  was  drawn  for  by 
■Vour  memorialist,  leaving,  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
^r,  1810,  a  balance  in  his  favor,  amounting  to 
l£M6,771  12*.  5d.  sterling;  and  that,  during  the 
lyear  1811,  the  sum  of  £77,794  Is.  id.  sterling, 
jWas  remitted  from  the  Continent  to  the  London 
jhouse,  finally  placing  in  their  hands  an  aggregate 
;2imount  of  £154,495  13j».  9J.  sterling,  subject  to 
jlhe  orders  of  your  memorialist. 

•  That  your  memorialist  here  prays  leave  to  re- 
'ipark.  that  this  accumulation  of  funds  in  the 
:&«nds  of  tlie  London  house  did  not  arise  from  a 
•qourse  of  English  trade,  nor  was  it  designed  for 
;j|n  investment  in  British  merchandise.  The  fact 
lis,  that  Messrs.  Baring.  Brothers,  &,  Co.  were  con- 
puiuied  the  European  bankers  of  your  memorial- 
fist,  and  were  instructed   to  make  remittances  to 


him  in  American  stock  and  bank  shares.  The 
commencement  of  the  year  1811,  however,  ex- 
hibited a  crisis  the  most  alarming.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  hope  of  obtaining  satisfactory  remit- 
tances from  England  vanished ;  while,  on  the 
other,  the  prospect  of  inevitable  war  seemed  to 
put  at  hazard  the  property  itself.  In  this  situa- 
tion, your  memorialist  determined  to  close  his 
European  transactions,  and  to  collect,  at  a  point 
nearer  to  his  home,  his  various  pecuniary  re- 
sources. In  the  fulfilment  of  this  determination, 
he  employed  the  proper  agents,  and  the  result  has 
been  the  investment  of  a  part  of  his  funds  in 
American  stock,  and  bank  shares;  of  another 
part  in  British  merchandise  ;  and  .still  leaving  a 
balance  ot  £40,639  4*.  2d.  sterling,  in  his  favor, 
in  the  bands  of  Barincr,  Brothers.  6i  Co. 

That  your  memorialist,  with  a  more  particular 
view  to  the  relief  that  he  seeks,  further  repre- 
sents that  the  British  merchandise  thus  procured 
and  specified  in  the  statement  marked  B.  having 
not  yet  received  the  original  invoices,  was  ship- 
ped on  board  his  vessel  called  the  Good  Friends  , 
Ruben  Thompson,  master,  which  sailed  about  the 
4th  of  January,  1812,  from  the  port  of  London, 
for  Amelia  Island,  Rio  Janeiro,  and  Philadelphia  ; 
the  last  place  bein^  mentioned  in  the  clearance, 
because  Captain  Thompson  had  given  bond  to 
land  certain  articles  there,  viz  :  three  anchors, 
twenty-five  boxes  of  sheathing  copper,  and  two 
barrels  patent  copper  sheathing  nails,  intended  for 
the  use  of  ray  ships;  that  the  vessel  arrived  at 
Amelia  Island  about  the  9th  of  February,  and 
that  she  there  lies  with  her  cargo,  constituting, 
logeilier.  a  property  amounting,  as  per  statement, 
to  £66,943  19«.  Id.  sterling,  exposed  to  tempests 
and  fire,  to  felonious  depredations,  and  hostile 
capture. 

And  now  your  memorialist,  having  shown  the 
origin  and  progress  of  the  present  transaction,  by 
which  he  has  rescued  his  property  from  the  pos- 
session of  a  contemplated  enemy,  at  the  eve  of  a 
public  war,  presumes  most  earnestly,  though  most 
respectfully,  to  hope,  that  he  may  be  permitted,  al- 
so, to  rescue  it  from  the  existing  danger,  by  placing 
it,  upon  any  terms,  within  the  jurisdiction,  and  un- 
der the  protection,  of  the  United  States.  If,  not- 
withstanding the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case,  it  shall  be  deemed  inexpedient  to  admit  his 
vessel  and  cargo  to  a  general  entry,  he  concludes 
with  praying  that  they  may  be  admitted  to  take 
refuge  in  the  possession  of  the  revenue  officers  of 
any  port  of  the  United  States,  until  a  season  of 
greater  safety. 

Philadelphia,  jMarch  9,  1812. 


Explanatory  Statement,  A. 

These  several  years  past,  I  have  been  in  the 
habit  to  ship,  on  my  account,  cargoes  consisting 
of  produce  of  the  United  Stales,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  India,  West  India,  dec,  to  the  continent 
of  Europe.  Those  shipments  have  been  disposed 
of,  at  their  respective  destinations,  by  the  con- 
signees ;  and,  in  many  instances,  the  greatest 
part  of  iheir  proceeds  were  invested  in  Spanish 
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milled  dollars,  doc,  and  shipped  on  board  of  my 
ships  or  vessels  for  the  Lies  of  Fraiice  and  Bour- 
bon, Java,  Madras,  Calcutta,  and  Canton,  and 
back  to  this  port.  The  residue  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  original  cargoes  was  remitted,  from 
time  to  time,  to  my  London  friends,  until  July. 
1807,  when  the  increasing  difficulties  compelled 
me  to  order  my  ships  back  direct  from  said  con- 
tinent of  Europe  to  this  port,  and  to  request  ray 
consignees  to  remit  my  funds  to  Messrs.  Baring. 
Brothers,  d,  Co.,  merchants,  of  London,  subject 
to  my  order,  as  it  appears  by  the  following  state- 
ment, viz : 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1808,  balance  in  my 
favor  in  the  hands  of  the  London  house  £33.681 


sterling. 


17». 

During  the  year  1809,  £131,003  5*.  9J.  sterling, 
were  remitted  from  Amsterdam,  «fcc.,  to  the  Lon- 
don house,  and  my  bills,  &,c..  on  said  house,  dur- 
ing that  year,  amounted  to  £62  042  16«.  8(i. 

On  the  31st  December,  1809.  balance  in  ray 
favor,  £102,642.  6».  lei. 

In  the  year  1810,  remittances  from  the  Conti- 
nent, amounting  to  £59,500  U.  lid.  sterling,  were 
made  on  my  account,  and  theamount  of  my  bills, 
&c.,  during  that  year,  £45,440  15*.  Id. 

Balance  in  my  favor,  on  3lsi  December.  1810. 
£116.701  12*.  SJ.  sterling. 

The  remittances  made  on  my  account,  in  the 
year  1811,  by  my  consignees,  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brother.^,  &  Co., 
amounted  to  £77,794  1*.  id. 

The  lowness  of  exchange  on  England,  with  the 
increasing  danger  and  difficulties  which  our  com- 
merce experienced  in  Europe,  together  with  ihe 
apparent  gradual  depreciation  of  British  sterling 
bank  notes,  and  the  rumors  of  war  between  tiiis 
country  and  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  ren- 
dered me  very  uneasy,  particularly  as  I  had  not 
received  those  remittances  which  I  had  requested 
my  London  friends  to  make  me  in  American 
stocks  and  in  United  States'  Bank  shares.  After 
meditating  on  these  unfavorable  prospects,  in 
July  last  1  decided  to  liquidate  the  unsettled  bu- 
siness which  1  had  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  to  draw  from  there  and  from  England  all  the 
funds  which  I  had  in  those  countries.  For  that 
purpose,  I  appointed  twoconfidential  agents  ;  one 
is  Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancker.  a  competent  judge  of 
dry  goods,  whom  I  furnished  with  a  letter  of 
credit  on  Messrs.  Baring.  Brothers,  &  Co.,  of 
London,  for  £50,000  sterling,  to  be  invested  in 
British  manufactures,  to  be  shipped,  on  my  ac- 
count, on  board  of  my  ship  Good  Friends.  The 
other  agent  was  Mr.  Joseph  Curwen,a  merchant 
of  this  city,  whom  I  invested  with  my  general 
power  of  attorney  to  settle  all  my  European  busi- 
ness, and  to  remit  me  my  funds  as  fast  as  practi- 
cable. That  gentleman  was  also  authorized  to 
furnish  Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancker  with  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  £10,000  sterling,  to  be  also  invested 
in  British  manufacture.s,  if  he  should  jud<Te  ad- 
visable. 

Mr.  Charles  N,  Bancker  went  from  New  York, 
early  in  August.  ISll.  to  England,  where  he  at- 
tended the  business  allotted  to  hira.    Mr.  Joseph 


Curwen  sailed  from  the  river  Delaware,  on  or 
about  the  1st  of  August  last,  in  my  ship  Good 
Friends,  Robert  Thompson,  master,  for  Lisbon; 
there  attended  to  the  sales  of  that  ship's  cargo, 
consisting  of  flour;  went  to  Cadiz  on  business  of 
his  own  ;  and  from  there  proceeded  to  London, 
where  he  arrived  in  October  last,  superintending 
my  interest,  and  investing  funds,  on  my  account, 
in  American  6  per  cent,  stock,  at  12  per  cent, 
above  par,  and  United  States'  Bank  shares  at 
about  £94  10*.  per  share,  to  the  amount  of  £153.- 
856  9*.  Id.  sterling^  including  £66,943  19*.  Id, 
sterling  amount  of  British  manufactijres  selected, 
purchased,  and  shipped,  on  my  account,  by  Mr. 
Charles  N.  Bancker,  <tc.,  on  board  of  the  ship 
Good  Friends,  Robert  Thompson,  master. 

On  or  about  the  20ih  of  November  last,  Mr. 
Joseph  Curwen  went  from  England  over  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
my  concerns  at  Hamburg,  Riga,  and  Sweden. 

Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancker  sailed  from  Ports- 
mouth, England,  passenger  on  board  of  the  ship 
Good  Friends,  on  the  4th  of  January  last.  At  his 
departure  from  the  country,  there  was  still  a  bal- 
ance in  my  favor  of  £40,639  4*.  2d.  sterling  in 
the  hands  of  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co. 

The  funds  which  I  had.  and  still  have,  in  Eng- 
land, result  altogether  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
shipments  on  my  account,  which  I  have  con- 
signed to  my  agents  on  ihe  continent  of  Europe, 
who,  after  having  sold  my  goods,  have  remit- 
ted iheir  proceeds  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers. 
&Co. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  the  yearly  balance 
due  me  by  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  «t  Co.,  of 
Loudon,  ever  since  the  31st  of  December,  1808, 
may,  at  all  times,  be  proved  by  ray  books;  also, 
by  the  accounts  current  which  I  have  received 
from  that  house;  their  correspondence  with  me; 
and  by  the  several  accounts  of  sales,  accounts 
current,  and  letters  received  from  my  agents  and 
consignees,  of  my  shipments  to  said  continent  of 
Europe. 

The  ship  Good  Friends,  Robert  Thompson, 
master,  with  a  cargo  of  British  manufactures, 
amounting  to  £66.943  19*.  Id.,  including  three 
anchors,  sheathing  copper,  copper  nails,  bunting, 
and  other  articles,  for  the  use  of  my  ships,  was 
cleared  out  in  London,  for  Amelia  Island.  Rio 
Janeiro,  and  Philadelphia.  Sailed  from  England 
on  the  4th  of  January  last,  and  arrived  at  Amelia 
Island  on  the  9th  ultimo.  Capt.  Robert  Thomp- 
son havinc;  been  compelled  to  give  a  bond  for  the 
landing  ot  the  copper  and  anchors  in  a  port  of 
the  United  States,  is,  as  I  am  informed,  the  cause 
which  has  induced  the  collector  of  the  British 
customs  to  insert  Philadelphia  in  the  clearance  of 
said  ship. 

.My  ship  Good  Friends  and  cargo,  at  Amelia 
Island,  being  subject  to  loss  by  tempest,  fire,  cap- 
ture, vtc.  I  am  anxious  to  secure  that  valuable 
property  in  a  place  of  safety,  by  being  permitted 
10  order  said  ship,  with  her  cargo,  round  to  this 
port ;  here  to  enter  said  cargo  for  exportation,  and 
to  have  the  same  landed  and  stored  under  the  care 
of  ihe  custom-house,  except  the  three  anchors,  the 
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thialhing  copper,  and  copper  naih,  a  small  ball 
of  fcuntiof',  four  night  glasses,  with  several  charts, 
ttcjountin^  to  £1,563  18*.  sterling,  which,  being 
jij^nded  for  the  use  of  my  ships,  part  of  them  are 
DP4V  wanted  for  a  Dew  ship  which   I  am  fitting 

oof 

Stuiement  of  Stephen  GirartTa  account  with  Meaivt. 
I  Baring,  Brothers,  4-  Co.,  of  London. 

i^(J8,  December  31.  Balance  in  favor  of  Stephen  Gi- 
-iWrd £33,681   17     0 

)i|(|9.  December  31.  Remittances  from 
*t2ie  Continent,  made  them  by  Hope 
i jc  Co.,   Ac,  on   Stephen   Girard'g 

' '.Recount,  during  this  year,  together     131,003     5     9 


XJniact  for  sundry  of  my  drafts  on 
'.them,  and  payments  they  made  on 
'siy  account,  during  this  year 


164,685 


62,042    16     8 


102,642     6      1 


59,500     1    11 


45,440   15     7 


IloS^ce  due  Stephen  Girard,  31st  De> 

,  Member,    1809 
]i^|0.  December  31.  Remittances  from 

vthe  Continent,  Sec,  made  them  on 

;ptephen    Girard's   account,  during 

1  ihis  year 

llifduct  for  sundry  of  my  drafts  on 
<  { Ihem,  and  payments  made  on  my 
- 1  kccount,  during  this  year 

ijll.    January  1.    Balance   doe  Ste- 

•|)hen  Girard,  3l8t  December,  1810      116,701    12     5 
December  31.  Amount  of  remittances 

•jreceived   by    them    on  my   account 
.  iifrom  the  Continent,  &c.,  during  the 

jjyearieil.     

!  tlisduct  amount  of  my  drafls  on  them, 
|.:, their  remittances  iti  bank  and  Uni- 
1^  ited  States  stock,  payments  made 
I.;  '(to  Mr.  Charles  N.  Uancker,  Ac,  du- 
'  ;J»ing  the  year  1811,  and  up  to  the 
',  [t8th  January,   1812 


77,794     1     4 
194,495   13     9 


-    153,856     9     7 


£40.639     4     8 


;  finance  due  to  Stephen  Girard  on  the 
;  |l8th  January,   1812 


v.  B. 

■  Jfb  General  George  Mathewt,    CommiMoner  of  the 
1 1 ;  United  States. 

i  I ;  We,  the  undersigned,   masters    and   supercar- 

'  tt)es  of  the  following  American  ressels  and  their 

fjirgoes.  viz:  the  ship  United  States,  of  Philadel- 

.  i»hia.  JamesGirdoii,  master, George  Rugan.  agent 

*(U  the  owners  ;  the  ship  Amazon,  of  New  York. 

i  j^eorge  11.  Turner,   master,  and  agent  for  con- 

I  llgnees   and  owners;  the  ship  Good   Friends,  of 

|*hiladelphia,    Robert    Thompson,    master,    and 

iViUiam  Adgate,  supercargo ;  being  under  great 

jipprehension  for  the   safely  of  the  vessels  and 

•property  under  their  charge,  are  induced  thus  to 

ioffer  you  a  statement  of  their  cases. 

f  •  The  ship  United  States  arrived  at  Amelia  on 


I  > 

I « 

4 1 
»  • 


the  25th  of  December.  1811,  from  Liverpool,  with 
a  cargo  consisting  of  crates  of  earthenware  and 
blankets,  the  property  of  Rugan  and  Rhodes, 
merchants  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  resi- 
dent in  Philadelphia;  the  ship  Amazon  arrived 
at  Amelia  on  the  22d  of  December,  from  Liver- 
pool, with  a  cargo  of  dry  goods  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Phila- 
delphia. New  York,  and  Baltimore;  the  ship 
Good  Friends  arrived  at  Amelia  on  the  10th  of 
February,  from  London,  with  a  cargo  of  dry  goods 
belonging  to  Mr.  Stephen  Girard,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  resident  merchant  in  Phil- 
adelphia. 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  state  that,  by 
reason  of  the  non-importation  law,  they  could  not 
enter  the  waters  of  the  United  States.  In  conse- 
quence of  which,  they  came  here  to  wait  until 
they  could  be  legally  admitted  ;  having  remained 
here  from  the  dates  above-mentioned,  with  all 
their  cargoes  on  board,  which  will  appear  by  the 
bilU  of  lading,  and  other  documents,  until  the 
late  occurrences,  which  have  placed  our  vessels 
and  property  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
Stales.  That  they  are  fearful  that,  in  the  event 
of  hostilities  being  commenced,  and  this  being  the 
seal  of  war,  the  property  may  not  be  safe  in  its 
present  situation.  Not  wishing  to  violate  any 
law,  and  deeming  you  authorized,  we  are  induced, 
for  the  safety  of  the  property  in  question,  to  re- 
quest permission  from  you  to  proceed  to  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  under  such  conditions  and  re- 
strictions as  shall  secure  the  property  from  the 
penalties  which  might  arise  out  uf  the  existing 
laws  of  the  United  States.  Agreeably  to  your 
request,  we  lay  before  you  the  amount  of  the  car- 
goes, as  far  as  they  can  at  present  be  ascertained, 
which  we  suppose  will  amount  in  all  to  about 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

james  girdon. 
gp:orge  dugan. 
geo.  r.  turner, 
robert  thompson, 
william  adgate. 

FeRNANOINA,  A.MCLIA, 

March  26,  1812. 

Bales  195,  woollens,  consisting  of  point  blankets,  com- 
mon cloths,  and  flannels,  about       -£15,000     0     0 

Cases  34,  thicksets,  velveteens,  and 
cords     .--..- 

Cases  50,  dimities     .         .         .         - 

Fifty-two  trunks  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  cases  calicoes     - 

Cases  12,  checks       .... 

Cases  10,  cotton  counterpanes  • 

Trunks  20,  cotton  umbrellas 

Cases  28,  cotton  cassimeres,  buff  and 
blue  nankeens       .         .         .         - 

Trunks  30,  cotton  hosiery 

Twenty-seven  bales  forty-eight  cases 
cotton  shirtings      .         .         .         - 

One  hundred  and  thirty-four  cases 
thirty-two  trunks  colored  muslins, 
ginghams,  handkerchiefs,  Slc. 


3,100 

0 

0 

4,200 

0 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

850 

0 

0 

480 

0 

0 

430 

0 

0 

1,600 

0 

0 

1,650 

0 

0 

6,565     5     4 


15,460     0     0 
£64,335     5     4 
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Tw«nty  mats  wire 

Three  casks  wire 
Fifty  barrels  dry  white  lead 
Fifty  kegs  dry,  ground  in 
Eight  casks  litharge 


! 


oil 


1.044   15     5 


£65,380     0     9 
Amount  of  copper,  Ac,  purchased  by 

William  Adgate,  about  -         •         •        1,563   18     4 


£66,943  19     I 


Fernandina,  March  27,  1812. 

Gentlemem:  I  have  received  your  statement, 
and  do  not  hesitate  as  to  the  justice  and  reason 
of  your  request;  but  wish,  for  your  own  interest, 
as  well  as  for  public  satisfaction,  that  the  mode 
may  be  varied  ;  which  may  be  done  without  mili- 
tating against  the  essential  part  of  your  petition. 

In  your  address  to  me  I  should  prefer,  to  the 
present  form,  your  briefly  stating  the  names  of 
the  ships,  owners,  amount  of  cargo,  the  port  last 
from,  and  date  they  were  riding  at  anchor  in  these 
waters,  under  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  flag, 
when,  on  the  17th  instant,  the  flag  was  changed 
by  articles  of  capitulation  with  the  late  Patriots 
of  this  district,  and  their  flag  hoisted  ;  that,  in  the 
aforesaid  articles,  protection  is  afforded  to  ship- 
ping and  merchandise  of  every  description,  and 
that,  by  the  cession  of  the  Patriots  of  this  district, 
on  the  18th,  to  the  United  States,  through  me,  as 
United  States'  Commissioner,  I  have,  in  ray  offi- 
cial capacity,  guarantied  the  observance  of  the 
capitulation  ;  that,  unless  my  interference  is  af- 
forded in  the  way  and  manner  you  point  out,  you 
expect  the  consequences  you  appear  to,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  really  dread  for.  I  fully  concur 
in  opinion  with  you,  that  the  large  amount  of 
property  here  would  be  an  additional  incitement 
to  the  belligerents  to  visit  this  place,  and  am 
desirous  to  remove  every  source  which,  in  its  con- 
sequences, might  lead  to  hostilities.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, require  that  a  schedule  of  the  property  re- 
moved be  given,  and  that  you  enter  into  bonds 
and  security  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  your  ships  and  cargoes  shall  be  under  the  di- 
rection and  control  of  the  collectors  of  the  ports 
to  which  your  ships  may  be  destined,  until  fur- 
ther orders  frpm  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales. 

1  am.  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  MATHEWS. 

Messrs.  J.  Girdon,  G.  Rugan,  G.  R.  Turner, 
R.  Thompson,  and  W.  Wingate. 


D. 

East  Florida,  March  31,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  A  revolution  has  lately  been  ef- 
fected in  East  Florida,  and  the  late  province, 
with  the  exception  of  the  town  and  citadel  of  St. 
Augustine,  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
constituted  local  authorities,  through  me,  as  Uni- 
ted States'  Commissioner. 


Previous  to  the  cession,  the  ship  Good  Friends, 
owned  by  Stephen  Girard,  merchant,  of  Phila- 
delphia, of  which  Robert  Thompson  is  master, 
from  London,  was  riding  at  anchor  in  the  Span- 
ish waters  of  Amelia  river,  laden  as  per  manifest 
enclosed  will  appear,  when,  on  the  16th  instant, 
the  Patriots  summoned  the  town  of  Fernandina 
to  surrender.     It  capitulated  on  the  17th  instant, 
and,  on  the  18th,  the  Patriots  ceded  an  extensive 
district,  including  the  town,  waters,  and  islands, 
to  the   United   States,   through   me,   as    United 
States'  Commissioner.     In  that  capacity,  by  vir- 
tue of  powers  vested  in  me.  I  took  possession, 
with  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops,  to 
hold  and  defend  the  same  for  the  United  States, 
stipulating,  in  my  acceptance  of  the  cession,  to 
observe  inviolate  the  articles  of  capitulation  of 
Fernandina,  which  affords  protection  to  property 
of  every  description— a  copy  of  which  has  been 
duly  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  Stales;  and,  at  the  same  time,  I 
forwarded,  with  others,  a  statement  of  the  lead- 
ing circumstances  that  relate  to  this  ship  and 
cargo.     Having  a  full   conviction    that   neither 
the  ship  nor  cargo  will  be  subject  to  the  penalties 
of  the  non-importation  and  non-intercourse  laws 
in  consequence  of  her  entering  a  port  or  ports  of 
the  United  States,  I  have,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons and  circumstances,  thought  proper  to  grant 
permission  for  her  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia.    I  consider  her  now  to  be  under  the  pro- 
lection  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
waters  of  an  integral  part  of  our  common  country. 
I  have  taken  bond  and  security  for  the  amount 
of  forty-six  thousand  six    hundred   and  twenty 
dollars,  that  the  vessel  and  the  whole  of  the  cargo 
shall  be  delivered  in  charge  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  until  the  determination  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  known, 
as  relates  to  her  case,  and  that  the  ship  and  cargo 
shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  collector*. 

Besides  the  justice  of  the  measure  I  have  adopt- 
ed, in  ordering  her  a  clearance,  I  think  good  policy 
dictates  the  propriety  of  the  measure  at  this  crisis: 
for  she,  with  others  under  exactly,  and  some  un- 
der nearly,  similar  circumstances,  would  probably, 
if  they  remained  here,  invite  the  attack  of  pirati- 
cal marauders,  and  perhaps  the  belligerents,  the 
sooner  to  make  this  place  the  theatre  of  hostilities. 
I  am,  respectfully,  dear  sir,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  MATHEWS. 
To  John  Steele, 

Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 


DIGEST  OF  MANUFACTURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January,  15,  1814. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their 
resolution  of  the  11th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
January  15,  1814. 
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Treasury  Department,  Jan.  13,  1814. 
'  Sis  :  In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Con- 
pn»«s,  of  ihe  I9th  of  March,  1812,  directing  the 


S«fctary  of  the  Treasury  to  employ  a  person  to 

djTi-U.  and  reduce  to  such  form  as  shall  be  most 

co^Jiicive  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 

aiMten 

lipwan 

tyci^jni 


■■.] 


[temeiit  of  the  number,  nature,  extent,  situa 
id  value  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of 
iied  States,  dec,  Tench  Coxe.Esq.,  of  Phil- 
ad'  >*^hia.  was  employed  for  that  purpose.  I  have 
now»ibe  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
are;  f.wo  series  of  tables,  as  prepared  by  him,  ex- 
hibiting the  several  manufactures  of  the  United 
St^SfJSi  *s  returned  by  the  marshals,  and  secreta- 
ru'itf  Territories,  and  their  assistants,  in  the  year 
lSf(|,  first  by  States  and  Territories,  and  secondly, 
io  vt^y  county  in  the  Union. 

y)jese  tables  are  accompanied  by  two  essays, 
or  Collections  of  facts  and  observations,  prepared 
alsjjby  Mr.  Coxe,  relating  to  the  state  of  themanu- 
fac«cires  of  this  country,  and  the  motives  which 
exi«4  'or  affording  encouragement  and  extension 
to  bem.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

r  W.  JONES; 

-    j  ■  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

iSie  Hon.  the  President  oJ  the  U.  S. 

\'  Philadelphia,  June  21,  1813. 

^b:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the 
re^lired  copies  of  the  statement  of  the  arts  and 
roA^ufactures  of  the  United  States,  which  it  has 
b<|is  my  endeavor  to  render  as  correct,  and  as 
plfiQ  and  conformable  with  the  views  of  the  Le- 
gitiiiure,  as  the  diversities  and  deficiencies,  in  the 
ml.'shals  and  territorial  secretaries'  returns,  ren- 
deifd  practicable. 

t-trust  that  the  submission  of  the  facts  in  Part 
I,  which  relates  to  manufactures,  as  connected 
w5n  the  general  principles  of  political  economy, 
ar'ii'lhe  further  submission  of  the  facts  in  Part  II, 
reajdng  to  the  proper  economy  of  the  arts  and 
tr^^^^s,  both  which  precede  the  digest  of  the  re- 
tui^?,  will  not  be  deemed  useless  or  improper. 
C^'jlfidered  as  symptoms  and  as  evidences,  all 
p«Wi^oent/ac/*  appeared  to  be  valuable,  as  indica- 
t UK  the  true  slate  of  the  body  politic,  in  its  va- 
xV\,'*i  members  and  operations. 

■  f  be  small  variation  in  the  form  of  the  state- 
m^nJs,  which  was  prepared  in  the  beginning  of 
lait  December,  and  the  addition  of  the  county 
r<f5arns,  involved  a  transcription  of  the  whole,  and 
eq|iI:^  additional  clerkship,  and  have  delayed  the 
d(jRfument  until  this  time.  The  present  form  and 
sic:#lance  are  the  best  in  which  it  has  been  in 
BTtl.  power  to  present  the  authentic  or  official  ma- 
tcysals.  The  entire  portion  of  the  work,  which 
ir.jf  the^ature  o(  estimate,  is  exhibited  separately 
'  fro0  the  digest  of  the  returns  of  the  marsnais  and 
territorial  secretaries,  in  order  that  neither  might 
obsciure  or  injure,  and  that  each  might  contribute 
t&  jl)urainate  and  support  the  other. 

'  Ehave  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

:   [  TENCH  COXE. 

•llfiLLiAM  Jones.  Esq. 

•'I     Acting  Secretary  of  the  TrecLsury. 


A  Statement  of  the  Arts  and  Manufactures  of  the 
Unitea  States  of  America,  exhibiting 

I.  A  collection  of  facts,  evincing  their  benefac- 
tions to  agriculture,  commerce,  navigation,  and 
the  fisheries,  and  their  subserviency  to  the  public 
defence,  with  an  indication  of  certain  existing 
modes  of  conducting  them,  peculiarly  important 
to  the  United  States. 

II.  A  collection  of  additional  facts,  tending  to 
show  the  practical  foundations,  actual  progress, 
condition,  and  establishment,  of  the  Araericaa 
arts  and  manufactures,  and  their  connexion  with 
the  wealth  an<i  strength  of  tke  United  States. 

III.  A  series  of  tat)les  of  the  several  branches 
of  American  manufactures,  exhibiting  them  by 
States.  Territories,  and  Districts,  so  far  as  they 
are  returned  in  the  reports  of  the  marshals,  and 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  Territories,  and  their  re- 
spective assistants,  in  the  Autumn  of  the  year 
1810,  together  with  similar  returns  of  certain 
doubtful  goods  for  productions  of  the  soil,  and  ag- 
ricultural stock,  as  far  as  they  have  been  received. 

IV.  A  series  of  tables  of  the  several  branches 
of  American  manufactures,  exhibiting  them  in 
every  county  of  the  Union,  so  far  as  they  were 
returned  in  the  reports  of  the  marshals,  and  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  Territories,  and  their  respective 
assistants,  in  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1810,  in  ex- 
ecution of  an  instruction  of  Albert  Gallatin,  Esq. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  given  by  him  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  19th  day  of  March,  1812. 


Part  I. 


A  collection  of  facts,  evincing  the  benefactions  of  the 
Arts  and  Manufactures  to  Agriculture,  Commerce, 
Navigation,  andthe  Fisheries,  and  their  subserviency 
to  ihe  public  defence,  with  an  indication  of  certain 
existing  modes  of  conducting  them,  peculiarly 
important  to  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  December  8,  1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  day  of 
June  last,  committing  to  me  the  preparation  of  a 
statement  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of  the 
United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  IDth  day  of  March, 
1812. 

The  resolution  of  Congress  is  framed  with  a 
view  so  comprehensive,  as  to  include  all  perti- 
nent information  of  an  authentic  character,  while 
it  allows  the  most  convenient  latitude  as  to  the 
form  and  manner;  requiring,  only,  that  the  state- 
ments shall  so  exhibit  the  matter,  as  to  be  most 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  ihe  United  States. 
As  the  tables,  which  will  comprise  the  whole 
mass  of  the  returns  of  the  marshals,  will  exhibit 
many  genuine  parts  of  the  entire  body  of  our 
manufactures,  as  they  existed  in  the  year  1810, 
it  appeared  expedient  that  they  should  be  pre- 
ceded by  certain  fundamental  and  relative  facts, 
which  may  contribute  more  fully  to  display  the 
objects  of  investigation,  in  their  bases,  commence- 
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meet,  progress,  and  actual  situation,  and  facili- 
tate public  and  private  measures  in  this  branch 
of  the  national  industry,  and  in  other  branches, 
to  which  manufactures  have  a  great  and  perma- 
nent relation. 

As  some  of  the  facts  are  of  a  nature  favorable 
to  the  landed  interest,  as  some  of  them  are  bene- 
ficial to  foreign  commerce,  and  some  of  them  are 
advantageous  to  the  business  of  the  fisheries,  it  is 
deemed  most  convenient,  in  this  part  of  the  expo- 
sition, to  class  them  under  those  three  several 
heads  and  relations.  It  has  also  appeared  proper, 
separately  and  distinctly  to  present,  in  this  first 
part,  another  class  of  facts,  which  shows  the  con- 
nexion of  manufactures  with  the  public  defence. 

It  is  considered  as  a  very  interesting  and  fun- 
damental truth,  that  manufactures  facilitate  the 
first  struggles  of  the  American  settlers  for  decent 
comforts,  thrifty  profits,  and  farming  establish- 
ment. 

For  the  purpose  of  effectually  testing  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  allegation,  two  measures  have 
been  adopted.  The  first  of  these  measures  is  an 
'examination  into  the  state  of  manufactures,  in 
four  several  sparsely  settled  districts  of  our  coun- 
try, which,  in  1810.  had  been  recently  laid  out, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  places,  for  future 
establishments  as  counties.  The  inconsiderable 
population,  within  these  four  intended  counties, 
exhibits  the  infantine  condition  of  their  respect- 
ive settlements,  in  that  year. 

A  note  of  the  persons  of  both  sexes,  within  four  of  the 
districts  of  Pennsylvania,  intended  to  be  organized 
as  counties,  when  sufficiently  populated,  and  of  the 
stock  of  animals,  producing  materials  for  manufac- 
tures, with  the  implements,  Ac,  for  the  operations 
of  manufactures,  and  the  goods  made  in  the  year 
1810,  so  far  aa  they  are  returned  by  the  Marshal's 
assistants. 


IK    THE     NORTUWESTXR.f 
dCARTEROF  THE  STATE. 


Men,  women,  and  child- 
ren    -         -         .         . 
Common  sheep 
Neat  cattle     .         .         . 
Looms   •         .         .         . 
iSpinning  wheels     - 
Hand  cards,  pairs  - 
Woollen  cloth,  yards 
Flaxen  cloth,  yards 
Cotton  cloth,  yards 
Mixed  cloth,  and  hemp* 
en,  yards    -         -         - 
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1,461  J1811 


In  these  new  and  widely  scattered  settlements, 
where  foreign  consumers  have  yet  no  agents,  the 
mere  presence  of  a  few  sheep  and  cattle,  supply- 
ing wool,  hides,  skins,  and  horns,  and  tallow  and 
otner  fat,  as  materials  for  manufacture,  (that  is 
to  say,  the  presence  of  the  raw  materials,)  occa- 


sions the  corresponding  manufactures.    In  such 

places,  profit,  comfort,  and  necessity,  appear  to 
invite,  or  rather  to  compel,  the  farmers  and  their 
families  to  that  mode  of  industry.  The  returns 
of  the  assistant  officers,  necessarily  everywhere 
defective  in  this  first  experiment,  must  be  ex- 
tremely imperfect  in  settlements  so  widely  sepa- 
rated. Carriage  makers,  blacksmiths,  hatters, 
shoemakers,  tailors,  domestic  makers  of  garments, 
and  other  manufacturers,  known  to  exist  among 
recent  improvers  and  in  old  establishments,  are 
omitted,  or  did  not  appear  to  the  officers.  Boards, 
pot  ashes,  and  maple  sugar,  are  also  omitted  by 
the  marshal  or  his  assistants.  It  is  observed,  that 
the  surplus  industry  of  these  new  settlements  is 
applied  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton  from  the 
Atlantic  or  the  Mississippi.  The  second  measure 
of  examination,  to  ascertain  that  manufactures 
commence  with  our  first  settlements,  and  aid  their 
progress  in  its  earliest  stages,  relates  to  the  inte- 
rior State  of  Ohio,  the  youngest  member  of  the 
Union  in  1810.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  a 
number  of  the  Revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers 
commenced  the  settlement  of  that  State,  origin- 
ally a  part  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  sooa 
after  the  peace  of  1783;  that  the  French  settle- 
ment at  Sciota  was  made  a  few  years  later;  and 
that  these  were  followed  by  the  settlements  of 
emigrants  from  various  States,  and  particularly, 
of  a  great  number,  who  improved  the  tract  oa 
Lake  Eric,  granted  to  Connecticut.  The  settle- 
ments in  the  State  of  Ohio  were  very  much  re- 
tarded and  confined  by  the  detention  of  the  west- 
ern posts  and  by  the  Indians,  till  after  the  victory 
of  the  Miami,  under  General  Wayne,  in  the  year 
1794.  Within  the  fourteen  years  which  prece- 
ded the  taking  of  these  accounts  of  manufactures, 
in  the  Autumn  of  1810,  the  settlements  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  were  principally  commenced.  Its 
whole  population,  according  to  the  census  of  that 
year,  was  230.760  persons,  whose  comfortable 
condition  and  prosperous  agriculture  were  occa- 
sioned, maintained,  and  manifested,  by  a  number 
of  manufactures,  of  which,  and  of  the  connected 
instruments  and  machinery  for  which,  the  follow- 
ing is  the  imperfect  official  summary  : 
The  whole  number  of  looms  in  the  State,  actually 
returned  is,  10.856—1,943,433  yards  of  linen, 
woollen,  and  cotton  goods,  dec.  -  S999.538 
217  tanneries,  making  leather  worth  - 
1,212,266  gallons  distilled  spirits,  and 
35,140  gallons  beer  -        -        - 

Cut  nails 

Iron  made;  machines  for  carding  wool 
and  spinning  cotton  ;  fulling,  paper, 
gunpowder,  and  oil,  mills, 
3,023,806  pounds  of  maple  sugar, 
(which  may  be  deemed  question- 
able,as  to  its  classification  asa  man- 
ufacture)        -        -        .        -        _ 


153,581 

584.892 
64,723 


159,636 


302,380 
§2.264,760 


Considerable  as  this  amount  is.  the  important 
j  fact  will  not  escape  notice,  that  shoes,  boots,  sad- 
I  dies,  bridles,  harness,  fur  and  wool  hats,  common 
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sm  <l>s'  work,  knit  stockings,  the  making  of  gar-    ly-seren  thousand  and  seventy-three  persons,  man- 
rae  us   in   shops   and    families,  manufactures  of.  ufactured  an^ggregate  value,  including  flour,  of 
jd,  soap,  candles,  pot  asb,  wares  of  metal,  (ex-  ~ 


$5,055,000.     Twelve  other  counties  of  the  same 
State,  from    the   head  of  the  Ohio   river,  to  the 


ceiLion.)  watches  and  clocks,  and  various  other 

tbiji'^s,  actually  made,  are  omitted.  To  subject  |  banks  and  county  of  Delaware,  respectively,  ex- 
thJr^^w  materials  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  wrought  !  hibit  similar  manufactures,  exceeding,  on  a  me- 
intl  these  manufactures,  to  the  expenses  of  trans-  dium,  one  million  of  dollars.  The  manufactures 
poliition  to  the  Atlantic  ports  of  Canada,  or  the  '  of  the  limited  but  swarming  county  of  Philadel- 
Uc^ted  States,  and  to  import  such  substantial,  [  phia,  exclusively  of  the  incorporated  or  city  part 
lariii.  and  heavy  supplies  from  the  usual  ports  of  i  of  the  entire  town,  and  deducting  all  the  flour  and 
Eufijpe  and  Asia,  and  to  transport  them  into  those  i  meal,  amount  to  $6,070,652.  The  mantifactures 
intfrjor  settlements,  would  discourage  or  deter  |  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  within  the  strict  char- 
all  fiew  migrators  towards  that  young  Stale  ;  and  j  tered  limits,  (not  including  any  of  ihe  suburbs  or 
wcfid  involve  its  present  population  in  much  dis-  liberties,)  containing,  on  twelve  acres  of  land, 
tref  if  not  in  ruin.  The  domestic  manufacture  [  53,722  persons,  amount  to  $9,347,767.  The  man- 
of  lotton  appears  in  counties  of  Ohio  which  do  ,  ulacturesof  Pennsylvania,  on  twenty  millions  of 
nof^l^roduce  that  raw  material.  i  acres  of  her  settled  lands,  including  her  flour  and 

]*'  further  evidence  of  the  favorable  eff"ects  of  |  meal,*  and  other  doubtful  articles,  appear,  by  the 
manufactures  upon  our  interior  settlements,  those  i  return  of  the  marshal,  to  amount  to  $44^92.093, 
of  ihe  county  of  Washington,  on  the  western  |  This  return  is  considered  by  that  officer,  and  his 
boijudary  of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  correctly  ad- 1  most  intelligent  assistants,  to  be  very  considerably 
duYcsi.  Its  whole  population,  in  1810,  was  36,-  defective.  It  has  been  selected,  however,  for  the 
28iJpersons.  Its  sheep,  more  numerous  than  those  '  preceding  exhibition,  because,  in  combination 
re^irned  by  any  other  county  in  the  State,  were  with  the  return  of  Ohio,  it  displays  the  state  of 
474^06.  Its  spinning  wheels.  dj&2.  Its  looms,  manufactures  through  an  extent  of  country  ex- 
ra\A^  the  greater  part  of  which  are  supposed  to  ceeding  fifty  millions  of  acres,  commencing  at 
be- worked  by  male  weavers,  regularly  in  the  [  the  distance  of  530  miles  west  of  Philadelphia, 
trad*,  1,774.  Its  hand  cards,  4,115  pairs.  Its  card-  |  where  its  very  recent  st- Itlements  are  interspersed 
ina  bachines,  6.  Fulling  mills,  12.  Distilleries,  with  Indian  cabins,  and  terminating  in  the  South- 
3(>W  Blacksmiths' shops,  146.  Hatters' 20.  Sad- j  east  with  a  great  emporium  of  manufactures, 
lertj  19.  Shoes  and  boots,  37,000  pairs.  Coop- i  navigation, domestic  trade, and  foreign  commerce. 
erK;?62.  The  yards  of  goods  made,  570,773;  and  I  A  vast  redundancy  of  land  exists  in  this  middle 
bricks,  913,000.  These,  with  the  goods  made  in  }  district ;  for  the  total  population  of  Ohio  and 
its(jil  mills,  saw  mills,  powder  mills,  tanneries,  ;  Pennsylvania,  in  1810.  was  1,048,808  persons,  upon 
andi)ther  manufactures  and  works,  exhibit  a  value  one-fifth  of  their  joint  soil.  But  this  redundance 
of  :'oods,  exclusively  of  flour,  of  $1,630,000.  As  of  land  is  accompanied  by  abundance  of  mill 
thr  boroughs,  towns,  and  villages,  of  Washing-  seats,  of  fossil  and  wood  fuel,  of  mineral  and  cal- 
tou,  in  Pennsylvania,  do  not  contain  more  than  :  careous  substances,  of  bark,  dye-woods,  sugar 
a  twentieth  of  its  population,  the  benefits  of  manu-  trees,  clay,  marble,  building  timber,  and  other  nat- 
factijres,  when  conveniently  or  closely  adjacent  |  ural  raw  materials,  ingredients,  and  necessaries 
to  agriculture  and  the  landed  interest,  are  clearly  for  the  manufactures.  This  redundance  of  land 
diifsfayed.  Tracing  this  case  to  a  national  result,  also  furnishes,  upon  the  cheapest  terms,  all  that 
it  ^ill  be  found,  that  the  whole  population  of  the  belongs  to  sites  for  the  establishments  of  the  ope- 
Ua4^d  States,  in  1810,  combining  agriculture,  rators,  and  for  the  farms  of  the  growers  of  the 
thcfiroductions  of  nature,  and  manufactures,  with  ■  raw  materials.  Hence,  we  find  the  sheep  ofPena- 
tti.'iame  success,  would  have  exhibited  an  aggre-  sylvania  nearly  019,000;  her  neat  cattle  more 
gatu  value  of  manufactured  goods,  nearly  amount- 1  than  612,000;  her  horses  255.000;  her  flour  and 
io<r'to  three  hunted  and  twenty-five  millions  of;  meal,  and  grain  liquors,  worth  more  than  fifteen 
dullVrs.*  The  quantity  of  the  manufactured  meal  i  millions  of  dollars.  Her  manufactures  of  iroQ 
of  Washington  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  '  and  leather,  nearly  eleven  millions  in  their  joint 
couj\iy  of  Pennsylvania.  Its  number  of  horses  is  amount.  These  tacts,  from  the  most  consider- 
gre^iier  than  that  of  any  other,  one  excepted.  Its  able  return,  are  respectfully  adduced  and  rendered 
Dur^jber  of  neat  cattle  is  greater  than  that  of  any  ,  prominent,  in  order  to  evidence,  by  the  relative 
oihtf,  except  four.  It  has  not  one  open  or  worked  :  truths,  the  actual  and  substantial  benefits  of  man- 
nxifie  of  any  metal,  nor  a  furnace,  nor  a  forge,  on  ufactures,  adjacent  to  agriculture,  in  our  half  set- 
th«  Veturn  of  the  marshal.  tied  districts. 

t^^rsuing  the  current  of  facts  from  this  West-  The  State  of  Vermont,  though  its  straggling 
em  scene  to  the  banks  of  the  Susquehannah  and  settlements  were  commenced  under  numerous 
So-iiSuylkill,  it  is  found,  that  the  counties  of  Lan-  disadvantages,  but  a  few  years  before  the  Revo- 
ca->ier  and  Berks,  with  a  joint  population  of  nine-  lution.  presents  a  body  of  manufactures,  alraoat 
-     ^  j  exclusively  from  its  own  productions,  of  $4,325,- 

•pinkerton,  in  one  edition,  states  the  total  value  of    

the  Hianufactures  of  England  at  63,200,000  pounds  ater-         'The  flour  and  meal  are  worth,  by  the  marshal's  re- 
lingi  alx)ut  280,000,000  of  dollars.     In  another  edition     port,  10,800,290  dollars.     The  unsettled  lands  of  Penn- 

They    sylvania  are  supposed  to  amount  to  nearly  8,000,000 
acres. 


he  (Utea  them  at  67,200,000  pounds  sterUng. 
ei^JttJe  some  things,  which  we  include. 
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824,  eflected  by  a  popalation,  on  farms,  in  ham- 
lets, and  in  villages,  of  no  more  than  217,805  per- 
sons. Its  spinning-wheels,  more  than  one-half 
of  which  are  for  wool,  the  most  numerous  in  pro- 
portion on  the  returns,  are  67,756;  its  looms 
14,801;  its  carding  machines.  139;  its  woollen, 
goods,  1,207,976  yards;  its  flaxen  goods,  1,859,931 
yards;  its  hats,  96,760;  its  shoes  and  boots,  304,- 
282  pairs;  its  maple  sugar,  1,200.000  pounds.  Its 
saddlery  is  valued  at  $127,840;  its  tanneries,  at 
$386,5C)0;  its  iron  foundries,  lilt  hammers,  and 
forges,  are  104;  its  oil  mills,  26;  its  paper  mills, 
11;  its  fulling  mills.  166;  and  its  naileries,  67. 
The  goods  made  in  its  smiths'  shops,  printing 
offices,  and  pot-ash  works,  and  by  its  bookbinders, 
brush  makers,  carriage  makers,  fallow  chandlers, 
and  soap  boilers,  coopers,  clock  and  watch  ma- 
kers, copper  smiths,  tin-plate  workers,  silver- 
smiths, and  other  existing  manufacturers,  are 
omitted  in  the  return.  They  are  certainly  very 
considerable  in  value. 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  a  recent  establish- 
ment, and  much  later  than  V'ermont,  exhibits,  on 
her  return.  $4,120,683.  and  Maine,  with  nearly 
as  much  land  as  the  rest  of  the  Eastern  States, 
drawn,  of  course,  from  manufactures  by  agricul- 
ture, and  by  commerce,  navigation,  and  the  fish- 
eries, returns  home-made  goods  to  the  value  of 
$2,137,781.  In  the  reports  from  each  of  these 
States,  numerous  existing  branches  are  entirely 
unnoticed.  Similar  omissions,  great  and  evident, 
appear  in  many  instances.  But  a  very  impressive 
fact,  evincing  the  real  and  natural  connexion  be- 
tween the  planting  and  farming  citizens,  and  the 
manufacturing  branch  of  the  national  industry,  is 
the  possession  and  employment  of  about  122.719 
looms  by  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee,  which  differ  little  from  six-six- 
teenths of  the  whole  numberof  looms  in  theUnited 
Slates.  It  appears,  that,  in  the  South,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  various  raw  materials,  and  still  more 
the  great  redundancy  of  cotton,  have  excited  in- 
numerable and  valuable  manufactures.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  It  IS  to  ihe  excitement  produced  by 
the  presence  of  the  finest  marbles,  more  than  to 
a  peculiar  eminence  of  genius,  that  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  owe  their  possession  of  the  beautiful 
and  the  grand  fabrications  from  those  materials. 
The  invention  of  statuary  occurred  in  Egypt,  but 
it  did  not  rise  to  any  perfection,  in  a  country  des- 
titute of  flue  marble. 

It  is  a  fact  of  great  importance  in  this  state- 
ment, and  on  the  subject  of  the  relation  of  manu- 
factures to  the  landed  interest,  that  none  of  its 
productions,  whether  of  natural  growth  or  the 
iruits  of  cultivation,  in  the  Middle,  Northern,  and 
Eastern  States,  which  can  be  considered  as  raw 
materials,  are  now  exported,  in  an  unmanufac- 
tured state,  to  foreign  markets.  The  manufac- 
turers may  be  said  to  purchase  and  employ  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  the  whole  ;  for,  if  small  parcels  have 
been  lately  exported,  much  greater  quantities  of 
similar  foreign  articles  have  been  introduced  from 
abroad.  The  landed  interests  have  no  actual 
foreign  purchasers  for  their  wool,  flax,  hemp, 
hides,  and  skins  of  domestic  animals,  and  various 


metals.     The  tables  compiled  from  the  marshals' 

returns,  will  display  a  very  great  value  and  variety 
of  goods,  made  of  those  materials,  and  the  returns 
of  imports,  and  other  documents,  justify  the  alle- 
gation, that  importations  of  similar  foreign  ma- 
terials, to  the  amount  of  forty  or  fifty  millions  of 
pounds  weight,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacture, 
were  made  in  each  of  several  years  preceding  the 
season  of  the  returns.  The  momentous  fact  is, 
therefore,  satisfactorily  established,  that  the  Amer- 
ican manufacturer's  demand  has  greatly  surpassed 
all  the  abilities  of  the  planters,  farmers,  land  hold- 
ers, and  miners,  to  sftpply  those  five  descriptions 
of  raw  materials.  In  the  same  situation,  all  our 
crude  sugars  and  molasses,  produced  in  Louisiana, 
if  considered  as  materials  for  manufacture,  are 
placed,  by  our  refineries  and  distilleries. 

Cotton. — Until  the  late  revolution  in  the  culti- 
vation of  cotton,  by  which  it  was  converted, 
through  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  friends  of 
manufactures,  from  a  petty  object,  in  little  fields 
and  gardens,  into  an  article  of  extensive  cultiva- 
tion among  the  planters  and  farmers,  there  was 
no  redundant  raw  material  for  the  manufacture 
of  cloths  and  stuffs  for  apparel  and  furniture  in 
the  United  States.  There  is,  at  this  lime,  no 
other  redundant  raw  material. 

The  green  seed  cotton  was  the  best  adapted  to 
the  general  quality  and  situation,  and  to  the  cli- 
mate of  the  Southern  Stales.  But,  its  easy  cul- 
tivation was  very  much  restrained  by  the  extra- 
ordinary difficulty  uf  separating  it  from  the  seeds. 
This  operation  required  so  much  manual  industry 
as  greatly  to  impede  the  manufacture,  and  of 
course,  for  the  time,  to  prevent  an  extensive  cul- 
tivation. In  the  year  1793,  the  invaluable  saw 
gm  was  invented  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  so  improved  and  perfected  as  to  render 
it  easy,  it  is  said,  to  separate  the  seeds  from  one 
hundred  millionsof  pounds  weight  of  cotton  wool, 
by  the  employment  of  three  or  four  hundred  per- 
sons, although  it  is  alleged  that  it  would  require 
three  hundred  thousand  persons  to  efi'ect  the  same 
by  hand.  The  inventor  of  this  gin  states  ihe  dif- 
ference between  its  operation  in  common  hands, 
aud  the  ordinary  manual  operation, atone  thousand 
to  one.  By  the  employment  of  this  machinery, 
every  vicinity  can,  easily  and  expeditiously,  pre- 
pare Its  cotton  for  the  manufacturing  cards,  and 
that,  in  the  aggregate,  to  any  extent  that  the 
world  could  require,  were  it  to  clothe  itself  en- 
tirely in  cotton  manufactures.  Thus  has  there 
been  added,  by  our  own  invention,  to  the  machi- 
nery to  facilitate  the  manufactory  of  a  staple 
production  of  our  soil,  a  single  improvement, 
moveable  by  water,  steam,  cattle,  or  hand,  which 
has  set  loose  those  immense  powers  of  agricul- 
ture, to  produce  cotton  wool,  which  were  before 
enchained. 

In  pursuing  the  statement  of  facts  which  mani- 
fests the  aids  of  manufactures  to  the  landed  in- 
terest, the  next  step,  from  the  American  saw  gin, 
is,  to  the  system  of  machinery,  to  make  cottoo 
yarn. 

The  water-spinners  of  cotton,  in  one  of  the 
States,  have  represented  to  the  marshal  that  th   e 
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can  ma^e  eighty-two  pounds  and  one  half  of  yarn, 
by  e&cijj  spindle,  within  every  year.  But  the 
owners* of  other  spinninff  ntiills  deem  it  unsafe  to 
calcuLa(te  on  more  than  lifty-two  pounds  of  yarn. 


for  printing  cotton  and  linen  cloths,  by  engraved 
rollers  of  copper,  moved  by  water.  Ten  thousand 
yards  have  been  printed  with  ease  in  a  single  day 

,   r , by   one  man  and   two  boys,  with   these    rollers. 

per  auBum,  for  each  spindle.  The  quality  of  the  j  Fifty  thousand  children's  handkerchiefs  have  been 
yarn  uiuJer  consideration  is  said  to  be  suitable  for  i  printed  in  the  same  time  by  the  same  number  of 
cotto9.^cloth  of  twenty-seven   inches   in   width,  \  persons.     Similar  means  are  in  constant  use  for 


woril*-torty  cents  per  yard.  At  the  lowest  of  the 
rates.'iie  United  States,  had  they  1,160.000  spin- 
dles, ^juld  work  up  into  yarn,  the  sixty-four  mil- 
lions cf  pounds  weight  of  cotton,  which  are  the 
raaxiCoira  of  our  exportation  in  any  one  year. 
In  a  :^TOportion.  corresponding  with  the  table  in 
page  ^i)  of  your  report  in  part,  on  the  subject  of 
manufactures,  this  number  of  spindles  would  re- 


staining  or  dying  cotton  and  linen  cloths  of  one 
color,  in  the  same  expeditious  manner,  so  as  to 
make  them  fit  for  a  greater  variety  of  apparel 
and  furniture.  Were  these  operations  to  be  per- 
formed upon  the  whole  quantity  of  cotton  goods 
estimated  in  this  statement,  they  would  add  seven 
or  eight  millions  of  dollars  tu  their  value,  and 
would   require  but  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  men 


quire  a  capital  of  nearly  seventy  millions  of  dol-  ,  and  children.  The  aggregate  value  of  our  sur- 
larji.  But  this  would  be  as  well  in  real  estate  as  I  plus  cotton.  (64,000,000  lbs.,)  even  when  thus 
in  the  c4sh,  and  other  personal  property, and  loans.  '  simply  manufactured  by  210.000  persons,  would 
and  purchases  on  credit.  Sixty-four  millions  of  be  raised  from  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars  to 
poumh  of  cotton,  in  the  proportion  of  the  same  I  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  The  total  addi- 
lablej  in  page  10,  would  produce  about  fifty  mil-  |  tion  to  the  original  value  of  our  cotton  crop  alone 
honsof  pounds  of  cotton  yarn,  and  with  the  labor,  j  would  be  at  a  rate  far  exceeding  the  value  of  our 
.  .L  -LI       /-  .      """""    exports  of  American  growth. 

To  manifest  the  importance  of  such  operations 
to  the  landed  interest,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed 
that  sixty-four  millions  of  pounds  weight  of  clean 
cotton  wool,  freed  from  the  seed«!,  can  be  pro- 
duced, on  a  low  average,  by  half  a  million  of 
acres  of  unmanured  land.  A  quantity  of  cotton 
wool,  equal  to  all  that  is  now  produced  by  the 
civilized  and  uncivilized  nations  of  the  world, 
could  be  rai-sed  on  a  very  small  portion  of  our 
Southern  soil. 

Such  are  the  benefits  which  agriculture  and 
the  country  at  large  may  derive  from  the  manu- 
facture of  our  only  redundant  raw  material.  The 
States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  have 
expelled  all  doubts  about  the  practicability  of  the 
cotton  operations.  With  the  smallest  territory  in 
the  United  States,  Rhode  Island  has  already  at- 
tained and  introduced  into  her  vicinity*  a  cotton 
branch   of  our  manufactures,  as  valuable  as  the 


pot 
in  th<»  proportion  of  the  same  table,  ofabout  58,000 
persuaj.  Of  these,  no  more  than  one  eighth  part 
ough^  10  be  adult  males;  the  remaining  seven- 
eighlfis  might  be  women  and  children.  This  era- 
ploynifpt  of  less  than  a  hundredth  part  of  our 
whilu^  population  would  be  no  inconvenience  to 
agriculture  or  commerce.  As  the  cotton  spin-  { 
ningjfjulls  are  increased  in  magnitude,  a  smaller  ■ 
prop^tion  of  capital  will  be  required. 

Th-  yarn  thus  manufactured,  at  a  price  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  less  than  that  in  the  table  of 
the  reyort,  page  10,  (which  appears  to  be  one  dol- 
lar an>J  one-eighth  per  pound,)  would  amount  to 
fifty  ruillions  of  dollars — a  sura  exceeding  the 
averaj^e  value  of  all  the  exports  of  American 
article^,  in  the  three  most  favorable  years.  This 
great;^production  is  from  the  water  and  steam 
raanmactory  of  the  exportable  surplus  of  a  cotton 
crop.^worth,  at  twelve  and  one  half  cents  per 
pouof^j  eight  millions  of  dollars.* 


liutjit  the  weaving  ol  this  yarn  be  executed,  as  cotton  branch  of  any  country  in  Europe  was,  at 
'V"i'''ln^'"      ^^~'^^?}  ^*'^-  ^y  '^^  employment    the  time  of  the  formation  of  our  present  Consti- 

,  l;:ft^0O  women  (less  than  one-sixth  of  our  tution.f  The  neighboring  States  of  Massachu- 
adull.ymales,)  with  the  fly  shuttle,  during  one- |  setts   and  Connecticut  quickly   followed   Rhode 

^f/lii'\  r'pl!",  ^'"'?'^^"'^^'^"'''''M*^»"*^5  ^^^^  '^e  tables.  wh.ch  are  annexed,  im- 
of  cl(<tb,  by  the  Rhode  Island  rule,  of  four  yards  !  perfect  as  they  unavoidably  are,  manifest  the 
l_or  e«ery  pound,  would  atnount  to  about  two  hun-  |  universality  and  magnitude  of  the  cotton  manu- 


dred  Ciillions  of  yards.  This  qaantity  of  cotton 
cloih^*jiL  one-third  of  a  dollar  per  yard,  would  be 
wortSiJ^bout  sixty  seven  millions  of  dollars. 

TtYge  is  yet  another  operation,  which  can  be 
effecijd  by  labor-saving  means,  and  by  a  process 
super/eding  the  labor  of  many  hands.  Machinery 
is  now  iQ  actual  operation,  m  the  United  States. 

•  Totton  yarn,  of  No.  73,  was  worth,  in  England, 
.^.  b.  1787,  36j.  &d.  sterling,  or  $8  11  per  pound. 
Sncb  y«m,  in  1792,  was  reduced  to  9«.  8irf.  sterling, 
or  $v:At>  per  pound.  In  1807,  the  same  No.  73  was 
worth  is.  Al^d.  sterUng,  or  97  ccnU  per  pound.  Cot- 
ton lu^hioery  was  not  generally  extended,  in  Great 
dhUmj.  till  the  year  1780,  when  it  continued  under  a 
moDofoly.  We  had  not  begun  to  rai*e  cotton  crops 
lor  ^>jB)rtation,  nor  intented  the  saw  gin. 


r 

* 


facture  in  1810.  If  a  very  sober  prudence  shall 
estimate  the  value  of  the  water  spun  and  steam 
spun  cotton  yarns,  at  the  prices  for  which  they 
can  be  imported,  without  profit,  from  Europe, 
there  will  remain  an  opportunity  for  much  lucra- 
tive business  in  works,  and  very  great  accommo- 
dations and  savings  in  private  families,  especially 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  States  and  districts. 
This  allegation  will  not  be  doubted,  since  the 

•  Massachusetts  is  also  great  in  the  cotton  branch. 

t  The  quantity  of  cloths  and  stuffs,  for  clothing  and 
furniture,  which  could  b«  made  by  the  United  Slates, 
in  proportion  to  Uie  population  and  manufactures  of 
Rhode  Island,  m  1810,  would  be  243,000,000  of  yards, 
according  to  the  marshal's  return,  which  he  considers 
as  materially  defective. 
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State  of  Georgia,  with  a  white  population  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fourteen  persons,  manufactured,  at  the  date 
of  the  last  census,  more  yards  of  various  cloths 
and  siufTs  than  Rhode  Mand.  The  difference  in 
favor  of  Georgia  was  one  million  five  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  yards.  By  the  proportion  of 
this  frontier  Southern  agricultural  State,*  the 
white  population  of  our  country  might  be  proved 
to  have  been  capable  of  manufacturing,  in  1810, 
assorted  cloths  and  siufTs,  of  the  various  raw  ma- 
terials, to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  millions  of  yards.  These  facts  illustrate  the 
state  of  manufactures  in  one  of  the  most  agricul- 
tural and  in  one  of  the  least  agricultural  Slates, 
before  the  recent  increase  of  the  port  duties  upon 
foreign  manufactures,  and  the  voluntary  or  un- 
forced course,  which  those  two  dissimilar  States 
have  respectively  taken,  in  manufacturing  their 
cloths  and  stuffs,  for  furniture  and  apparel,  out  of 
the  various  productions  of  our  own  lands. 

Wool. — The  facts  which  will  be  presented  in 
evidence  of  the  present  influence  of  the  woollen 
manufacture  upon  the  landed  interest  are  nu- 
merous and  important. 

There  does   not  occur  to  present  recollection 
any  raw  material,  in  which  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence  lias  niade  so  great  a  diversity  of  quality 
and  value,  as  exists  with  respect  to  sheep's  wool. 
Each  description  has  its  proper  uses  and  capaci- 
ties.    The  climate  in  which  the  sheep  is  brought 
forth,   raised,  and  maintained,  is  considered    by 
many  as  a  circumstance  of  the  utmost  importance. 
A   standard    by  which  to  determine  the  corres- 
pondence of  places  in  all  those  particulars  which 
constitute  climate,  appears  therefore  to  be  a  great 
cUsideraium,  and   is  most  likely  to  be  found  in 
natural  objects.     Some  vegetable  production,  of 
peculiar  characteristics,  indicating  the  same  de- 
gree of  temperature,  wherever  it  is  found,  was 
presumed  to  be  probably  existent.     It  is  believed 
that,  until  a  more  sure  and  more  accurate  stand- 
ard object  can  be  thought  of  or  discovered,  the 
Aurantia  iSinensui,  or  the  China  or  iSweet  Orange, 
may  prove  an  usef^ul  natural  instrument  to  a.scer- 
tain   a  climaterial    correspondence   of  a    line  of 
places,  on   the   European  and  North  American 
continents,  from  which  we  may  safely  begin  to 
count  the  minutes  and  degrees  of  temperature,  at 
least  for  agricultural  and  manufacturing  purposes. 
The  vicinities  of  Lisbon,  in  the  old  world,  and 
St.  Augustine  and  Niw  Orleans,  in  the  new,  pro- 
duce this  delicate  fruit  in  the  highest  perfection, 
and  Will  be  considered  as  justifying  the  temporary 
assumption,  subject  to  correction,  that    the  cli- 
mates of  places,  in  the  Atlantic  States,  corres- 
pond  in   temperature  with  those  of  Europe,  not 
being  insular,  which  are  nine  degrees  of  latitude 
more  Northern.! 


•  In  the  year  1807,  Georgia  had  only  one-«ighty- 
foarth  part  of  the  tonnage  of  the  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States. 

t  The  production  of  the  sugar  cane,  and  of  the  cot- 
ton shrub  or  tree,  in  Hp«ui  and  America,  may  also  be 
considered. 


An  application  of  this  gaide  to  the  production 

of  wool,  in  the  United  Slates,  gives  the  following 
results  : 

The  bfst  wool  in  Great  Britain,  is  in  the  Western 
Islands  of  Scotland,  and  is  very  fine.  North  latitude 
in  Europe  68° — equal  in  America  to  49°. 

The  n«'Xt  quality  is  the  wool  of  Herefordshire,  Eng- 
land, and  u  very  good.  North  latitude  in  Europe  52** 
20"— equal  in  America  to  43°  20". 

Saxon  wool,  the  best  German,  very  fine.  North 
latitude  in  Europe  51°  40" — equal  in  America  to 
42°  40". 

Rousillon,  French  wool,  very  fine.  North  latitude 
in  Europe  42°  50"— equal  in  America  to  33°  50". 

Spani:>h  merino  wool,  from  North  latitude  in  Europe 
44  to  39° — equal  in  America  from  35  to  30°. 

From  the  very  fine  quality  of  the  Scottish 
W^estern  Island  wool,  (which  is  said  to  be  from 
the  merino  breed  uf  sheep,  obtained  accidentally 
so  long  ago  as  A.  D.  1588.)  from  the  excellency 
of  the  Scottish  Slietland  wool,  and  from  similar 
qualities  of  the  wool  of  Saxony  and  of  the  an- 
cient wool  of  Berri,  and  the  modern  wool  of 
Rousillon,  in  France,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  climates  of  Europe,  capable  of  producing 
undegenerate  merino  sheep,  extend  considerably 
beyond  and  to  the  North  of  Spain.  But  the  clas- 
sification is  given  here  with  exactness;  and  cer- 
tain fine  wools  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  might 
be  added.  If  the  political  disconnexion  of  France 
occasioned  her  not  to  possess  the  breed  and  the 
pastoral  regimen,  necessary  to  the  production  of 
the  finest  description  of  wool,  the  perfect  freedom 
of  agriculture,  and  the  actual  diffusion  of  all 
legitimate  advantages  in  every  mode  of  business, 
in  the  United  States,  will  soon  enable  us  to  as- 
certain the  extent  in  which  we  possess  the  proper 
Cis-Atlantic  latitudes.  There 'appears  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  precise  temperatures  of  the  most 
favorable  and  most  esteemed  sheepwalks  of  Spain 
are  to  be  found  within  our  territory. 

It  is  considered  that  a  dry  air  is  very  favorable 
to  the  health  of  sheep,  aud  to  the  fineness  and 
delicacy  of  their  wool,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
United  States  may  entertain  a  just  confidence  in 
the  success  of  their  woollen  manufacture,  from 
their  enjoying  an  atmosphere  of  this  character. 
The  most  successful  woollen  manufacture  in  the 
world,  is  found  in  an  insular  and  humid  situa- 
tion. Our  success  may  therefore  become  su- 
perior. 

It  is  considered  that  no  part  of  our  territory  is 
too  far  South  for  healthful  sheep  and  fine  wool. 
This  fact  IS  worthy  of  particular  estimation,  be- 
cause It  has  been  erroneously  suggested,  that  the 
tropical  climates  convert  the  fleeces  of  sheep  into 
hair.  Since  St.  Augustine  is  of  the  temperature 
of  Lisbon,  our  territory  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
must  be  more  cool  than  the  South  of  Spain.  Bar- 
bary,  the  South  of  Italy,  Greece,  Egypt,  the  land 
of  Canaan,  and  the  greater  part  of  Persia  and 
Thibet,  in  which  countries  the  most  ancient  his- 
tories and  the  most  recent  information  concur  to 
prove  the  abundance  of  sheep,  and  the  excellence 
of  the  wool.  Even  in  the  ardent  climate  of  Peru, 
there  abound  certain   indigenous  wool   bearing 
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anirr*ls,*  one  race  of  which  produces  fleeces  of  Iquently  exports  rery  few  woollens  from  her  own 
the  f^est  quality.  agriculture.     It  may   be   aflirmed,  then,   in  safe 

T^ii  breeds  of  sheep  which  hare  prevailed  in    contradiction  to  ancient  opinions,  of  our  own  and 
the  Vlioited  States,  till  within  a  few  years,  hare    of  Europe,  that  the  abundance  of  the  soil  of  the 


not  licen  of  the  heavy  fleeced  character,  except 
in  a  very  few  valuable  instances.  But,  since  the 
introd^iiction  of  the  Spanish  merinoes.  and  the 
attraciion  of  the  public  attention  to  some  of  the 
breeds,  whase  tieeces  were  observed  to  be  heavy, 
or  wlwch  are  adapted  to  the  comb,  numerous  ex- 
perifHVnls  atlord  the  strongest  reason  to  believe 
that  jjieep,  in  this  country,  will  be  great  wool 
beart't*.  according  to  their  respective  breeds.  The 
anouul  shearings  and  exhibitions  display  much 
detatlfsd  and  satisfactory  evidence  on  this  point, 
or  ihe  productions  of  agriculture  and  hus- 
bandry among  the  civilized  nations,  sheep  em- 
ploy ;pe  smallest  number  of  persons,  according 
to  lli'.'^r  value.  The  raising  and  maintenance  of 
sheep,  are,  so  far,  peculiarly  adapted  to  our  cir- 
cumYiiinces,  as  to  extent  of  territory,  and  mode- 
rate |u,j)ulation.  Sheep  are  then  a  convenient  ob- 
ject r*r  the  United  States,  as  they  employ  more 
land  jhan  any  other  production,  and  we  have 
mon»'fhan  we  can  cultivate  or  employ.  Holland 
is  fuV(>idden,  by  her  very  limited  soil,  to  be  ex- 
tensi>»,  though  skilful  in  the  woollen  manufac- 
tory •  and  imports,  by  her  canals,  most  of  the  flax 
and  yarn  of  which  she  makes  her  linens.  The 
Uni^«!>U  States,  on  the  contrary,  are  capacitated 
andpovited,  by  their  extensive  territory,  to  rise, 
witl^^?ase  and  singular  rapidity,  into  eminence 
in  tIjB-'  woollen  branch.  The  sagacity  and  energy 
of  urtode  I>land  have  given  her  the  first  com- 
araiiVe  importance  in  cotton  mills  and  estab- 
ishtiM-nts;  but  the  young  settlements  of  Maine 
and  V'-crraont,  by  njeans  of  their  more  extensive 
terriutfies,  have  enabled  each  of  them  far  to  ex- 
ceed ^er  in  sheep,  wool,  and  woollen  manufac- 
ture--«  England  and  Wales,  with  only  thirty- 
four  rjiillions  of  acres  of  land,  and  twenty-six  to 
tweirtv-nine  millions  of  sheep,  have  been  said  to 
produce  one  hundred  and  forty-five  millions  of 
pour)li^  of  wool,  in  every  year.f  and  to  sell  to 
other  "nations  more  woollens  than  the  rest  of 
mankfud  exports.  The  English  and  Welsh  pop- 
ulation is  about  ten  millions;  but  their  progress 
in  th«?  production  of  wool  seems  to  be  arrested 
by  th<<  want  of  soil  for  grain,  cattle,  horses,  and 
plani.itions  of  trees.  Britain  imports  all  the  wool 
she  ca.n  purchase,  and  pays  immense  i-ums  to 
Ireland  and  to  foreign  countries  for  bread  and 
meaijwood  and  timber,  iron,  flax,  hemp,  and 
skint,  for  her  European  and  foreign  dominions. 
armi(^..navie?,and  manufactures.  Scotland,  with 
a  very  sagacious,  econominal,  and  energetic  pop- 
ulation, is  the  least  favored  of  the  civilized  na- 
tional as  to  the  quality  of  her  soil.     She  conse- 

*  ].-«ma,  properly  Runa,  like  a  small  Camel;  Gu- 
anac^  ,and  Vicuna;  of  which  the  Paces  is  a  species. 
8«e  \Xti)  skin  of  this  animal,  with  its  wool,  hair,  teeth, 
and  ^rofs,  in  Peale's  Philadelphia  Museum. 

t  tticcock,  of  Leeds,  states  the  wool  of  England 
and'Vrales  to  haTe  b«en,  in  1805,  about  94,500,000 
pouf^Jf. 
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United  States  qualifies  and  irresistibly  invites  or 
impels  them  to  continue,  improve,  and  extend, 
the  woollen  manufacture. 

The  case  of  the  Western  Scottish  islands,  in 
which  some  stranded,  captured,  and  fugitive  ves- 
sels of  the  Spanish  armada  are  believed  to  have 
left,  in  the  year  1588,  some  Castilian  .sheep,  estab- 
lishes the  truth,  that  poor  dry  lands  will  preserve, 
in  a  considerable  degree,  fine  wool  in  a  breed  of 
sheep,  even  in  a  moist  and  rigorous  climate, 
where  the  lightness  of  the  soil  has  stunted  the 
stock  of  the  animals,  and  reduced  the  weight  of 
the  fleece  ;  for  these  Scottish  sheep  are  very  small, 
and  bear  little  wool.  The  proper  temperature, 
dry  situations, the  proper  lightness  of  food,  greater 
care  of  the  fleeces,  in  the  time  of  growth,  and  in- 
creasing skill  in  the  important  operations  of  the 
wool  sorter,  insure  us  a  very  rapid  attainment  of 
fine  wool.  It  must  soon  be  more  than  we  can 
want  at  home.  But  exportation  takes  ofl*  the 
woollens  of  a  single  European  nation,  from  their 
own  raw  materials,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  rail- 
lions  of  dollars,  with  a  considerable  addition  from 
foreign  wool. 

The  examples  of  all  the  fenny  or  marshy  dis- 
tricts of  Great  Britain,  establish  the  truth,  that 
the  unoccupied  swamps  of  the  United  States, 
when  they  shall  be  properly  drained,  will  support 
the  heavy  fleeced  breeds  of  long  wooUed  sheep, 
much  of  the  fleeces  of  which  is  adapted  to  the 
comb,  and  is  necessary  for  the  "worsted"  or 
"Stuff"  manufacture,  for  the  ordinary  hosiery, 
and  for  well  coated  blankets. 

At  this  moment  we  possess,  unused,  a  supera- 
bundant quantity  of  fenny,  marshy,  boggy,  or 
swampy  land,  capable  of  sustaining  more  ol  the 
long  wooled  or  heavy  fleeced  sheep,  than  we  can 
want  for  our  own  use,  and  promising  to  our  mer- 
chants an  export  trade.  The  most  notable  quan- 
tities of  these  lands  are  in  the  maritimecounties 
of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.*  These  large, 
heavy  fleeced,  and  lon^  wooled  slieep,  require  to 
be  well  fed.  Mixing  tne  long  wooled  and  other 
breeds,  and  a  right  management,  produce  great 
benefits  to  the  farmer,  and  to  the  hosier  class  of 
manufacturers. 

It  is  considered  that  there  were  at  least  thirteen 
or  fourteen  millions  of  pounds  of  wool  sheared  in 
the  United  States,  in  the  year  1810  ;  and  that  the 
growth  of  wool  in  the  year  1812  has  been  twenty 
to  twenty-two  millions  of  pounds.  There  are 
some  who  believe  the  quantities  to  be  rather 
greater,  because  the  increase  is  in  a  large  com- 
pound ratio.  One-half  of  the  young  are  lemales. 
and  the  males  are  wool  bearers,  till  they  are  ex- 
ported or  consumed.  -Much  more  care  of  sheep 
IS  generally  observable.  The  fleece,  while  grow- 
ing, is  better  kept.  There  is  much  more  care  and 
opportunity  for  choice  as  to  breeders.  The  merino 


*  Romney  marsh,  in  England,  maintains  above  foar 
sheep,  for  each  acre,  on  a  medium. — Luccock. 
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fleece  is  heavier,  as  well  as  finer,  than  the  country 
breeds.  The  embargoes,  foreign  restrictions,  spo- 
liations, war,  and  high  freights,  have  diminished 
exportation;  and  rendering  other  meal  and  fish 
more  difficult  to  sell,  and  combining  with  other 
cause.«,  have  doubtless  aflected  the  consumption 
of  mutton.  There  has  been  at  the  same  time  a 
considerable  importation  of  wool,  and  a  great  im- 

rortation  of  fine  wooled  and  heavy  fleeced  sheep, 
t  is  probable  ihat  no  country  has  ever  effected  so 
great  changes  in  the  value  and  extent  of  its  stock 
of  sheep,  as  the  United  States,  within  a  few  years. 
There  is  the  strongest  encouragement  to  persevere 
in  the  preservation,  multiplication,  and  improve- 
ment, of  these  animals. 

The  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  wool, 
and  iu  the  means  of  conducting  it,  have  been  very 
considerable.  Carding  machines  have  been  in- 
troduced, to  the  number  of  413,  in  the  single 
State  of  New  York.  The  wool  picking  machine 
also  saves  labor.  The  manufactory  of  hats,  con- 
suming more  wool,  with  ttw  hands,  than  any 
other  of  the  ancient  modes,  is  carried  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  consumption.  We  begin  to  export 
hats.  The  European  improvements  to  save  labor, 
in  spinning  wool,  have  been  brought  into  exten- 
sive use.  Fulling,  a  labor  saving  process,  is  greatly 
increased.  It  was  formerly,  as  in  hatting,  a  man- 
ual operation.  More,  than  formerly,  of  our  wool 
is  ustjd  in  those  manufacture5.  which  do  not  re- 
quire regular  fulling,  such  as  flannels,  and  goods 
made  of  combed  wool.  Dying  is  much  improved 
by  the  modern  aids  of  chemistry.  The  fly  shuttle, 
which  saves  labor,  is  constantly  multiplied.  The 
loom  and  the  weaver  are  much  improved.  Fe- 
male aid  in  manufactures,  which  prevents  the 
diversion  of  men  and  boys  from  agriculture,  has 
greatly  increased.  Children  are  employed  as  well 
as  the  infirm  and  the  crippled.  The  asylums  of 
the  poor  and  unfortunate,  and  the  penitentiaries 
of  indiscretion  and  immorality,  are  improved  and 
aided  by  the  employment  and  profits  ol  manufac- 
tures. In  the  section  of  the  Union  occupied  in 
part  by  colored  laborers,  decent  and  comfortable 
hospitals  have  been  established  upon  some  of  the 
planters'  estates,  in  which  children,  convalescents, 
aged  persons,  and  married  females,  for  a  proper 
time  before  and  after  puerperal  occasions,  have 
been  employed  with  humanity  and  advantage,  in 
manufacturing  cloths  and  stufl's,  for  apparel  and 
furniture. 

Modern  improvements  in  the  stocking  loom, 
and  in  the  shearing  of  woollen  cloths,  have  been 
introduced  into  the  United  States,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  current  of  acquisition  of  the 
means  of  the  woollen  manufacture  has  fully 
equalled  the  great  and  manifest  increase  of  the 
raw  material.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  aflirmed, 
that  the  manufacturer's  demand  hasconlinued  to 
exceed  the  farmer's  ability  to  supply  the  various 
descriptions  of  wool.  The  sheep  were  formerly 
a  mere  object  of  domestic  economy  and  conve- 
nience, and  have  at  length  become  a  great  and 
universal  object  of  agricultural  profit  and  wealth. 
Besides  the  increase  in  the  number  of  sheep,  and 
the  goodness  of  wool,  the  price  of  the  three  estab- 


lished qualities  has  sustained  an  addition  of  fifty 
per  centum. 

Iron. — In  the  iron  branch,  the  consumption  of 
that  most  useful  natural  production  takes  place 
in  a  manner  yielding  an  accumulation  of  benefits 
to  the  landed  interest.  This  is  displayed  in  vari- 
ous labor-saving  nail  mills,  the  improvements  in 
the  easy  operation  of  casting  iron  and  steel,  the 
very  rapid  progress  in  the  wire  manufactory,  the 
sudden  creation  of  private  armories  and  military 
foundries,  the  multiplication  of  the  rolling  and 
slitting  mill,  the  boring  mill,  the  grinding  mill, 
the  polishing  and  metal  turning  machinery,  the 
till  or  trip  hammer,  the  wool  card  making  ma- 
chinery, the  nailed  shoe,  the  manufactories  of 
surgical  instruments,  of  cannon  ball  and  shells, 
the  machinery  for  making  screws,  the  saw,  file, 
and  edge  tool  manufactories,  the  multiplication 
of  steel  and  common  furnaces,  blooraeries,  and 
forges,  the  innumerable  black  and  while  smiths' 
shops,  for  every  iron  implement  and  necessary  of 
farming,  planting,  manufacture,  and  navigation. 
The  benefits  to  the  landed  interest,  from  the  con- 
sumption of  so  great  a  quantity  of  iron,  fuel,  food, 
forage,  and  building  material^,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  so  many  cattle  and  mill  seats  as  the  iron 
manufacturers  require,  are  great  and  evident;  but 
the  aid  to  agriculture,  from  the  abundant,  cheap, 
sure,  and  adjacent  supply  of  iron  work,  for  every 
purpose  of  the  garden,  the  field,  and  the  family, 
IS  incalculable  and  indispensable.  Not  a  build- 
ing for  man,  for  cattle,  nor  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  produce  or  merchandise — not  a  plough,  a  mill, 
a  loom,  a  wheel,  a  spindle,  a  carding  machine,  a 
fire  arm,  a  sword,  a  wagon,  or  a  ship,  can  be 
provided,  without  the  manufactures  of  the  iron 
branch. 

Leather. — The  manufactures  of  hides  and  skins 
are  of  great  importance  to  agriculture.  The  coats 
of  animals,  nearly  excluded,  by  the  introductioa 
and  unprovernenis  of  the  cloth  manufacture,  from 
their  original  uses  in  making  garments,  would  be- 
come a  mere  offal,  but  for  their  present  employ- 
ment in  leathern  goods.  Bark,  abounding  every 
where  in  America,  is  redundant  in  new  settle- 
ments, where  the  tanning  business  facilitates  the 
destruction  of  the  forests,  which  obstruct  agri- 
culture. This  manufacture  has  an  additional 
value  in  producing  a  market  for  lime.  A  meth- 
od of  splitting  skins  has  been  invented,  and  an 
improvement  in  making  shoes,  which  saves  four- 
filths  of  the  workmanship,  has  been  discovered. 
Tiie  uses  of  leather  are  of  the  utmoj^t  importance 
to  health,  the  facilitation  of  industry,  the  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge,  and  the  military  operations  of 
the  United  States,  by  land  and  sea.  The  shoes, 
boots,  and  slippers,  manufactured  in  1812,  un- 
doubtedly exceeded  the  value  of  all  the  manufac- 
tures imported  in  the  first  year  of  the  present 
Government,  which,  by  the  actual  return  of  No- 
vember 30,  1791,  were  worth  here  only  15,295,638 
dollars.  Tlie  shoemakers"  wares  of  the  entire 
State  of  Massachusetts,  through  the  production 
of  handicraft,  are  equal,  in  their  total  value,  to 
its  proportion,  according  to  its  population,  wf  one 
moiety  of  the  exports  of  goods  of  our  growth,  pro- 
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da<<i>,  and  manufacture,  in  the  most  favorable  year. 
Wfi^  shoes,  boois,  and  slippers,  maDufactured  io 
th»-  .ame  proportion  to  numbers  in  all  the  Slates, 
they  would  be  equal  in  value  to  twenty-four  mill- 
ions jind  sixty-seven  thousand  dollars.  The  cord- 
watoers'  purchases  are  the  greatest  support  of  the 
leather  branch.  Upon  an  examination  of  the 
nur:)'>er  of  shoes,  boots,  and  slippers,  saddles  and 
briiiles,  harness,  carriages,  (many  of  which  have 
ieai-^tera  boots,  tops,  curtains,  and  aprons,)  drums, 
gloves,  leathern  breeches,  rigging,  and  other  hides 
lor^^faips  and  vessels,  bound  books,  manufacturing 
carHf'  and  carding  machines,  military  equipments, 
ancf  cither  leathern  goods,  there  will  appear  no  rea- 
sor?  to  doubt,  that  a  value  of  leathern  manufac- 
tur>>^  IS  annually  made  in  the  United  States,  fully 
eqt^l  to  that  of  half  our  exports  of  our  own  pro- 
ductions and  manufactures.  These  are  real  ne- 
ces^tries  or  plain  conveniences.  The  Americans 
eoi^sjiming  more  animal  food  than  any  other  peo- 
ple; gn  proportion  to  our  numbers,  being  near  to 
thW^reatebt  foreign  sources  of  unmanufactured 
hiite^,  and  being  invited  to  sheep,  swine,  and  cattle 
far'nJng,  by  our  own  redundant  .soil,  with  cheaper 
■WMelr  and  land,  proper  oils,  lime,  and  bark,  for 
lh(j  leather  making  business,  than  any  other  coun- 
try ()ur  leathern  branch  must  continue  to  be  very 
considerable,  and  rapidly  to  extend  and  improve. 
It  is  pot  doubted  that  it  is  at  present  equal  in  value 
toj^b^e  same  branch  in  any  other  country,  in  pro- 
povt:on  to  the  population,  if  the  same  qualities  of 

f',o^>i]k  be  estimated  at  the  same  prices.  These 
atts^j  in  relation  to  the  leather  branch,  are  of  pe- 
culiar importance,  as  it  is  a  manufacture  by  hand 
andjot  by  machinery.  They  proveour  capacity 
even  in  the  handicraft  branches. 

/'£our. — The  manufactures  of  flax,  existing  in 
ererV  part  of  the  United  States,  afford  conclusive 
evid^-nce  of  the  universal  ability  to  produce  this 
ra\r  jraaterial.  Agriculture  might,  therefore,  be 
mord  considerably  supported  by  it.  if  there  were 
occ»>ion.  But  the  easier  production  and  manu- 
facti^e  of  cotton  occasions  a  small  and  proper  de 
gree^f  attention  to  flax  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
southern  section  of  this  country.  As  flax  requires 
but  -4  small  quantity  of  land,  especially  where  a 
grea|  stock  of  farmer'.s  animals  produces  abun- 
daiiev  of  manure,  its  cultivation  and  manufacture 
arp  fiarticuJarly  convenient  and  important  to  the 
fully;' settled  districts  which  do  not  yield  cotton. 
Our  climate  is  favorable  to  bleaching.  In  Con- 
necticut, though  much  advanced  in  cotton  spin- 
ning; there  is  returned  a  diffused  manufacture  o( 
▼afi^us  linen  cloths,  (besides  sewing  thread,  linen 
ch^ii)  for  mixed  goods,  tapes,  bobbins,  fringes, 
lacr,  webbing,  <kc.,)  e<iual  to  the  yearly  rate  of 
three  dollars  and  five  cents  and  one-half  per  head, 
w^ch  js  at  the  rate  of  22.081,704  dollars  for  the 
wfjcle  population  of  the  United  States.  Yet 
Connecticut  has  many  convenient  seaports.  Her 
return,  too.  is  considered  to  be  materially  short. 
V<fr^iont  makes  linen  at  a  nearly  equal  rate.  Two 
biiR^red  thousand  spinning  wheels  (of  which 
abo^^t  two-fifth  parts  are  probably  employed  on 
fl>x )  in  the  two  States,  whose  returns  of  that  very 
ujcfbl  and  general  little  machine,  are  the  most 


complete,  give  an  additiooal  evidence  of  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  this  manufacture.  But  for  the 
growth  of  cotton,  the  flax  manufacture  would 
have  become  very  great.  Many  families  in  the 
United  States  derive  their  origin  from  nations 
the  most  successful  in  the  linen  manufacture  dur- 
ingour  two  centuries.  Such  of  the  Stales  as  may 
not  very  greatly  increase  their  sheep,  for  want  of 
land,  or  for  other  reasons,  will  be  particularly  ac- 
commodated by  the  cultivation  and  manufacture 
of  flax.  Oil  mills,  for  crushing  and  pressing  flax 
seed,  have  been  so  multiplied  within  a  few  years. 
as  to  prove  the  extension  of  the  linen  branch,  and 
materially  to  benefit  the  growers  of  flax,  especially 
those  whose  distance  from  the  seaports  prevents 
recourse  to  foreign  markets  in  disposing  of  their 
seed.  The  actual  extension  and  improvements 
in  all  the  arts  and  trades  which  employ  paints, 
are  favorable  to  the  sale  of  flax  seed  oil.  The 
economy  and  beauty  of  painting  all  wooden  and 
many  other  constructions,  especially  the  preser- 
vation of  those  which  are  exposed  to  the  weather, 
occasions  the  manufacture  of  this  oil  greatly  to 
increase  in  quantity  and  value.  The  use  of  the 
oil  cake  yields  a  benefit  to  the  country.  Modern, 
and  particularly  recent  improvements  in  dressing, 
spinning,  weaving,  and  bleaching  flax,  have  great- 
ly facilitated  the  manufacture  of  this  raw  mate- 
rial. The  United  States  are  perfectly  prepared 
for  such  an  extension  of  it  as  to  maintain  a  steady 
demand  equal  to  our  power  conveniently  to  raise 
flax;  wherefore,  agriculture  will  certainly  con- 
tinue to  be  extensively  and  very  considerably 
aided  by  it.  in  all  places  which  are  without  the 
region  of  the  cotton  cultivation.  We  have  reg- 
ularly imported  flax  from  the  distant  markets  of 
Russia,  because  the  demand  of  the  manufacturers 
could  not  be  satisfied  by  all  the  exertions  of  our 
farmers.  This  was  the  case  before  labor-saving 
machinery  was  introduced,  which  adds  to  the 
proof  of  our  capacity  for  even  handicraft  goods 
or  proper  manufactures. 

Hemp. — The  ability  to  produce  hemp  is  en- 
joyed ^y  every  State  in  the  American  Union. 
Soil,  clim;\te,  industry,  machinery,  situation, and 
the  possession  of  capital  in  the  shape  of  the  raw 
material,  appear  to  have  carried  this  branch  to 
the  greatest  height  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  even 
since  the  extension  of  the  cotton  culture  in  that 
quarter.  The  marshal  reports  a  production,  in 
1810.  of  5,755  tons,  in  the  prepared  state.  But, 
as  there  are  made,  in  Kentucky,  453.750  yards  of 
hempen  bagging  cloth,  for  packing  cotton,  and 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-one  and 
one-half  tons  of  cordage,  and  much  yarn  ;  and, 
moreover,  as  the  various  hempen,  flaxen,  cotton, 
and  woollen  cloths  and  stuffs,  of  that  State,  in 
1810.  are  reported  to  have  amounted  to  2.216,526 
dollars,  it  is  manifest  that  the  landed  interest  is 
much  assisted  by  the  hempen  manufacture.*    Im- 


•  It  appears  that,  if  the  United  States  were  to  raan- 
ufacture  cloths  and  itufb,  in  as  grreat  a  decree  as  ia  re- 
ported by  Kentucky,  (which  ha«  no  seaport,)  in  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  population  of  that  State  and  of 
the   Union,  our  manufactures  of  such  goods  might 
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proveraents  in  the  process  for  separating  the  fibres 
of  hemp  from  the  woody  part,  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery to  manufacture  it,  and  skill  in  the  culti- 
vation, resulting  from  the  introduction  of  experi- 
enced manufacturers,  have  enhanced  the  aggregate 
value  of  hempen  goods,  and  increased  their  im- 
portance to  agriculture.  So  much  greater  has 
been  the  demand  for  hemp,  at  home,  than  the 
practical  ability  hitherto  to  supply  it,  that  impor- 
tation, to  a  very  considerable  amount,  has  regu- 
larly taken  place,  although  there  is  an  extraordi- 
nary duty  on  foreign  hemp,  and  although  the 
cultivation  and  manufacture  of  cotton  have  sud- 
denly and  greatly  interfered  with  the  manufacture 
of  this  raw  material.  The  manufacture  of  hemp 
being  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  supplies  of 
the  army  and  navy,  and  to  public  defence  on  the 
water  and  on  land,  the  United  States  can  only  be 
rendered  perfectly  safe  and  independent  by  early 
and  effectual  encouragements  to  the  growth,  pre- 

ftaration,  and  manufacture,  of  hemp.  It  is  of  no 
ess  itnportance  than  ihose  of  arras  and  gunpow- 
der. To  separate  all  the  fibrous  from  tlieligneous 
parts  of  this  raw  material,  without  converting  too 
much  of  the  strong  and  good  staple  into  worthless 
tow.  by  ill  management,  would  occasion  the  quan- 
tity for  manufacture  to  be  much  larger,  and  the 
profits  to  the  cultivator  to  be  more  considerable, 
and  would  render  the  operations  of  the  manufac- 
turers more  easy  and  successful.  Improvements 
in  all  the  machinery  for  hemp  are  worthy  of  pe- 
culiar attention  and  exertion. 

Wood. — The  numerous  and  diversified  manu- 
factures of  wood,  and  the  consumption  of  wood 
in  the  business  and  families  of  the  manufacturers, 
occasion  vast  benefits  to  the  landed  interest,  in  all 
situations,  maritime  and  interior. 

The  coopers  and  carnenters'  packages  for  ex- 
ported goods,  alone,  probably  exceed  two  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  in  number.  To  these  may 
be  added  as  many,  or  more,  for  home  use.  The 
ships  and  boats  of  the  United  States,  at  their 
greatest  amount,  on  a  medium  of  a  period  ol 
three  years,  have  been  computed  at  forty-five 
millions  of  dollars.  Slaves,  heading,  and  boards, 
may  be  deemed  simple  or  imperfect  manufactures 
of  wood.  Carriages  for  pleasure,  business,  and 
war,  cabinet  wares,  saddle-trees,  turnery,  with 
ploughs,  harrows,  corn  fans,  hand  and  wheelbar- 
rows, wooden  measures,  mill  work  and  machinery, 
wooden  instruments,  implements,  and  utensils, 
with  the  wooden  handles  of  metallic  instruments, 


•mount  to  more  than  eighty-four  millions  of  yards. 
The  return  is  doubtless  very  short.  Though  hemp, 
freed  from  the  woody  part,  and  only  prepared  for  spin- 
ning, is  not  set  down  among  the  manufactures,  yet  it  is 
materially  advanced  from  the  raw  state  by  thai  prep- 
aration. That  the  general  return  of  Kentucky  is  very 
short,  will  appear  certain,  when  it  is  observed  that 
shoes,  and  other  manufactures  of  tanned  leather,  hats, 
all  manufactures  of  iron,  (except  bars,  castings,  and 
cut  nail*,)  of  copper,  brass,  silver,  and  gold,  of  clocks 
and  watches,  of  lead,  of  pewter,  of  tin,  of  casks,  of 
meal,  of  carriages,  of  cabinet  ware,  of  books,  and  va- 
rious other  goods,  are  omitted. 


pot  ashes,  maple  sugar,  tar,  pitch,  and  turpentiDer 
from  the  various  forest  trees,  ashes  for  the  soap 
manufactory,  bark,  and  wood  fuel,  including  char- 
coal, are  examples  of  wooden  goods  drawn  from 
our  forests.  It  may  be  safely  alleged,  that  the 
natural  and  cultivated  trees  of  the  United  States 
are  rendered,  by  manufactures,  a  very  great  ben- 
efit to  the  landed  interest.  It  is  considered  that 
pot  ashes  and  pearl  ashes  nearly  compensate  the 
settler  for  the  expense  of  clearing  the  portion  of 
a  new  farm  assigned  for  cultivation,  in  all  situa- 
tions convenient  to  boat  navigation.  The  bark 
of  the  cork  tree  is  used  in  other  countries  as  a 
material  to  manufacture,  and  might  be  added,  by 
means  of  plantations,  to  the  North  American  pro- 
ductions. It  is  an  evergreen  forest  tree  in  Spain 
and  Portugal,  and  is  found  in  the  southwestern 
angle  of  France,  in  temperatures  corresponding 
with  those  of  Georgia  and  the  two  Carolinas,  and 
the  Southwestern  States  and  Territories.  We 
have  obtained  the  cork-culling  business,  before 
the  landed  interest  have  procured  the  exotic  tree, 
or  supplied  the  material.  It  is  an  impressive  fact, 
that  manufactures,  in  America, outrun  agriculture 
in  most  instances. 

The  oils  of  vegetables  and  animals,  which  are 
generally  from  the  cultivated  lands  of  the  United 
States,  form  a  very  valuable  class  of  simple  man- 
ufactures, greatly  beneficial  to  the  agricultural 
interest.  These  are  flax  seed  oil.  castor  oil.  soap, 
candles,  lard,  rendered  tallow,  wax.  butter,  and 
cheese.  We  might  add  the  olive  oil,  as  we  have 
the  proper  temperatures  in  the  country  south  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay.  A  labor-saving  machine 
has  been  introduced,  by  American  ingenuity,  into 
the  manufactories  of  common  dipped  candles. 
Rape  seed  oil  might  be  made  in  all  the  States. 
Fish  oil  being  necessary  to  make  good  leather, 
the  fisheries  of  the  Lakes  and  Western  rivers 
merit  consideration,  as  to  a  possibility  of  im- 
provement. The  aggregate  of  the  areas  of  the 
Lakes  is  as  great  as  a  considerable  sea.  The 
caviar  and  isinglass  are  objects  of  attention  and 
profit  in  Russia.  Tffe  sturgeon  from  which  they 
are  made,  is  Acipenser,  Ruth,  et  Stur.  Linruz. 
It  abounds  in  the  fresh  waters  of  the  Don  and  the 
Wolga,  and  is  suitable  for  our  Lakes. 

Dyes  and  Paints. — Indigo,  dying  woods,  and 
plants  and  pigments,  of  various  kinds,  used  in 
manufactures,  are  additional  instances  of  the  ben- 
efits of  that  branch  of  our  national  industry  to 
the  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Manufac- 
turing all  we  produce  of  lead,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  import  a  large  balance  of  that  useful 
metal,  for  our  workmen,  after  using  all  our  own 
lead,  which  isconvertible  into  various  pigments,  is 
a  raw  material  of  several  useful  manufactures,  in 
Its  separate  state,  or  mixed  with  other  metals. 
The  rapid  advance  of  lead  manufactures,  on  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana,  proves  that  they  not  only 
steadily  progress,  but  rapidly  extend,  on  every 
new  supply  of  the  raw  material.  Manufactures 
goad  the  whole  landed  interest  to  profitable  pro- 
duction. 

Tobacco. — The  manufacture  of  tobacco,  snuff, 
and  cigars,  has  become  a  very  considerable  bene- 
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fit  to  the  planter.    Labor-savingf  machinery  does 
muqh  in  this  branch.     Our  manufactory  has  mit- 
igat«d   the  shock  given   by  the  recent  wars  and 
for;.ign    commercial  impediments  to  the  tobacco 
cu&ivaiion.     We  are  equal  to  the  supply  of  any 
dei/iaad  lor  the  export  trade,  m  snuS'and  tobacco, 
af^r  an  abundant  reserve  lor  home  consumption. 
fVui/. — Manufactures     from    fruit     are   every 
w^^re  economical,  and,  in  many  places,  highly 
prc^^able  to  the  farmer,  and  admit  of  a  vast  and 
prtj^yible  extension.     These  are  cider,  apple  and 
pe^^^'^  brandy,  the  wine  of  the  Corinth  fruit,*  or 
cur^Jtnt  wine,  and  vinegar  in  its  ordinary  state, 
and  ^irepared  with  the  juices  of  the  various  fruits. 
It  li  believed  that  the  extent  in  which  the  Amer- 
ican ^urrant  wine  has  been  already  made,  has  not 
beeu^tobserved  or  considered,  nor  are  it.s  plea<ant- 
Dest<utility,  facility  of  manufacture,  nor  our  vast 
cap^lfity  for  the  manufacture,  sufficiently  known, 
or  jijly   appreciated.     The  red,  black,  and  white 
cuijtnts    grow  and    produce  well    in    our  moit 
Norihern  and  Eastern  States,  and  in  colder  parts 
of  lijirope.     The  proper  Corinthian  grape  was 
fougij  in  the  ciimale  of  Southern  Greece,  and  Us 
isl^hJ  of  Zante.     The  red.  black,  and  white  cur- 
rani^are  indigenous  or  domesticated  here.     They 
all  yjeld  wine.     The  quantity  of  two  barrels,  or 
sixfji' three  gallons,  may  be  easily  made  in  every 
fariner's  family,  without  the  use  of  more  ground 
thdft  he  ought  to  appropriate  for  his  common  kil- 
chrfn  garden,  and  with  as  little  trouble  as  that  ne- 
cessary  to   make   butter,  cheese,  cider,  or  beer 
Evfii  the  inhabitantsofihecities,and  other  towns. 
wbf»    have   gardens,  or  who  purchase   currants, 
maj  jnake  the  currant  or  Corinthian  wine.     Our 
miaipn  of  white  families  (by  the  census  of  1810) 
at  ,^ffiedium  of  sixty-three  gallons  each,  or  two 
baf^cis.  are  capable  of  preparing  sixty-three  rail- 
lionMf  gallons — a  quantity  nearly  twelve  times 
as  jjreat  as  that  of  all  the  wine  received  from 
abri)ii%d,  or  twenty-three   times  the  quantity  con- 
sumtU   in   the  United  States.t     It  is,  doubtless, 
capable  of  distillation  into  brandy.     It  woulJ  be 
a  pifodtable   business  to  rtiake  Corinthian    wine 
upcwt  the  great  scale,  and  it  is  far  more  worthy  of 
attfution,  in    the    country   north  of  the   Bay  of 
Chf-Mpeake.   than   the    cultivation  of  the    wine 
grapflci  of  Germany,   France,    Spain,    Portugal, 
Italy^and  their  islands.     No    beverage   is  more 
plesMnt;  none,  it  is  believed,  more  wholesome  ; 
and.  it  would  afford  an  universal  opportunity  to 
mitj^te  the  ardor  or  diminish  the  use  of  distilled 
spirit*.     The  currant,  or  Corinthian  wine,  if  made 
ext^rc^sively  in  the  United  States,  would  greatly 
increj^se  the  benefits  of  the  manufactures  of  fruit 
liqu'v)i|s  to  the  cultivators  and  land-holders,  which 
are  already   very  considerable,  convenient,  and 
projjtable. 
^^s  in  relation  to  the  quantity  of  wool,  so  in  re- 

•jRjbeB  on  Horticulture.  See  Miller's  Gardener's 
Dicconary,  (folio  enlarged.) 

t  IMie  wines  left  for  com umption  in  the  United  States, 
in  l*j^r,  were  only  2,692,737  gallon*,  by  the  returns  of 
imjKJKs  and  exporU.  The  Madeiras,  Burgundy,  Chaai- 
pailjrij  and  fine  Clarets,  were  only  one-tenth. 


|ation  to  the  manufactores  of  the  srrape,  the  opin- 
ion i«  submitted,  that  the  Aurantia  Sitiensis,  or 
the  China  orange,  is  an  useful  indicator  of  cii- 
material  temperature.  Presuming  upon  the  dif- 
ference of  nine  degree.s,  which  the  steady  produc- 
tions of  that  delicate  fruit  appear  to  justify,  the 
following  table  of  corresponding  temperature,  in 
relation  to  the  finest  wines  of  considerable  pro- 
ductions on  the  continent  of  Europe,  is  respect- 
fully offered,  since  wines,  or  fermented  spirits, 
brandies,  and  cremor  tartar,  or  the  salt  of  wine, 
are  manufactures  from  the  grape. 

Moselle,  Rhenish,  and  Hock  wines,  are  produced  in 
49**  to  50°  North  latitude  inEuro|>e — equal,  in  North 
America,  to  40°  to  41°. 

Champaign  wine,  in  49°  North  latitude  in  Europe — 
equal,  in  North  America,  to  40°. 

Burgundy  wine,  in  47°  to  48°  North  latitude  in 
Europe — equal,  in  North  America,  to  38°  to  39°. 

Claret,  Sauterne,  and  Grave  wines,  in  44^°  to  45^° 
North  latitude  in  Europe — equal,  in  North  America  to 
355°  to  36i°. 

Oporto,  or  Port  wine,  41°  20"  North  latitude  in 
Europe— equal,  in  North  America,  to  32°  20". 

Lisbon  and  Carcavela  wines,  38i°  to  39i°  North 
latitude — equal,  in  North  America,  to  29i°  to  30J°, 

Xeres  or  Sherry,  St.  Lucar,  and  Malaga,  or  moun- 
tain wines,  in  37°  28"  North  latitude — equal,  in  North 
America,  to  28°  28". 

Cider  and  Perry. — The  manufactures  of  cider 
and  perry  are  so  highly  perfected  in  Europe,  that 
the  former  liquor,  of  the  most  excellent  quality, 
has  been  sold  for  prices  greater  than  the  first  costs 
of  some  of  the  wines  of  the  European  and  African 
islands,  and  of  those  continents.  Much  more 
might  be  safely  asserted  of  the  British  cider.  The 
American  cider  advances  rapidly  in  quantity  and 
quality.  So  far  as  either  the  fining,  fermentation, 
or  ripening  of  the  liquor,  or  the  quality  of  the 
fruit,  may  be  effected  by  the  temperature  of  the 
climate,  the  same  difference  of  nine  degrees  may 
be  considered  in  relation  to  the  cider  countries  of 
Europe  and  America.  It  is  conceived  that,  in 
safe  comparisons  of  places,  the  situations  of  both 
should  be  on  continents.  The  climates  of  islands 
of  the  same  magnitude  may  also  be  compared  in 
the  same  manner. 

Grain. — The  evidences  of  the  immense  advan- 
tages which  the  landed  interest  derives  from  man- 
ufactures, will  be  concluded  by  the  adduction  of 
some  facts  in  relation  to  those  from  grain.  A 
single  State  returns  the  various  descriptions  of 
meal  and  flour  to  the  amount  of  almost  eleven 
million?  of  dollars,  made  at  two  hundred  and 
eight  mills,  besides  more  than  $4,365,000  in  value 
in  fermented  mall  liquors  and  distilled  spirits, 
chiefly  from  grain.  Cider  is  not  included.  The 
whole  value  of  the  distilled  spirits  from  molasses, 
grain,  and  fruit,  made  in  the  United  States,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  above  fifteen  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  in  1810.  Much  the  greater  part 
is  made  of  grain  ;  to  those  are  to  be  added  wafers, 
starch,  hair-powder,  and  all  the  varieties  of  the 
bakers'goods.  Consideringflourand  meal,  bolted, 
sometimes  kiln  dried,  and  packed  in  casks  for 
exportation,  and   biscuit  so  packed  and  prepared, 
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as  manufactures  from  graiti,  it  appears  that  our 
exports  of  these  goods,  in  one  year,  have  amount- 
ed to  1,557,000  casks,  of  various  sizes.  In  fine, 
such  is  the  vast  importance  of  this  branch,  that, 
were  the  grain  mills,  bake-houses,  starch,  hair- 
powder,  and  wafer  manufactories,  breweries,  and 
distilleries,  of  the  United  States,  suspended  in 
their  operations,  the  body  of  the  farmers  and  the 
planters  would  be  wounded  .nnd  crippled  in  most 
places,  and  paralyzed  in  many  of  the  States.  It 
is  an  important  fact,  that  manufactories  of  grain 
(such  as  the  brewery  and  distillery)  insure  this 
country  against  a  distressful  famine,  because  we 
could  consume,  in  a  scarce  year,  in  bread,  that 
which  was  raised  to  make  liquors. 

Such  are  the  principal  facts  which  occur  to  re- 
collection at  this  time,  evincing  the  benefit,  to 
the  cultivator  and  owners  of  the  soil,  from  the 
manufactures  which  have  arisen,  u;iforced,  in  the 
United  States.  Their  principal  protection  by 
duties  was  incidental.  Those  duties  were  im- 
posed to  raise  the  necessary  revenue,  and  greatly 
favored  the  manufacturers.  I  proceed  to  submit 
some  of  those  facts  which  evidence  the  aid  afford- 
ed by  our  manufacturing  industry  to  navigation 
and  commerce. 

Naxigalian  and  Commerce. — The  cunstruction 
of  ships  and  vessels,  with  their  boats,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  having  produced  an  accumulation  of 
that  description  of  manufactured  property,  in  the 
year  1810,  amounting  to  a  million  of  tons,  and 
worth  the  sum  of  forty-five  millions  of  dollars, 
properly  estimating  the  old,  the  new.  and  the 
half  worn.  The  cloth  of  which  the  sails  were 
made,  and  an  inconsiderable  -sum  in  bunting  or 
worsted  stuff,  for  colors,  with  a  smaller  sum  in 
optical  and  other  instruments,  are  all  the  foreign 
articles,  in  this  great  value,  of  those  indispensable 
requisites  to  commerce,  navigation,  and  commer- 
cial defence.  Although  the  cannon,  muskets,  pis- 
tols, swords,  pikes,  shot,  ball,  shells. and  gunpow- 
der, of  the  public  and  private  armed  ships,  are 
now  made  in  the  United  States,  to  an  amount 
very  far  beyond  the  quantity  demanded  for  our 
mercantile  and  military  vessels,  the  cost  of  these 
articles  is  not  included  in  the  sum  of  forty-five 
millions,  above  mentioned. 

The  navy,  private  armed  ships,  and  letter  of 
marque  ships,  are  also  constructed  or  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  Stales ;  and  being  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  delenceof  commerce,  their 
manufacture  appears  to  be  a  proper  object  of 
statement  under  this  head.  | 

The  working  carriages  employed  in  the  various 
operations  of  commerce,  with  many  of  the  scales 
and  weights,  measures,  and  other  utensils,  and  in- 
struments of  trade,  are  made  in  our  work  shops. 
The  number  of  American  articles,  in  the  reg- 
ular lists  of  ihe  exports  of  the  United  Slates,  is 
about  one  hundred  and  ten.  of  which  about  sev- 
enty are  man<jfactures  of  the  United  State.*-:,  sub- 
serving commerce,  by  affording  new,  various,  and 
more  convenient  articles  of  exportation.  Among 
these  are  included  flour,  bread,  boards,  and  scant- 
ling, with  other  articles,  not  always  considered  as 
manufactures.  But,  if  we  did  not  make  boards. 
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scantling,  shingles,  staves,  heading,  flour,  meal, 
and  biscuit,  the  foreign  sugar  colonies  would  not 
take  off  much  of  our  wheat  and  timber.  The 
manufactures  of  wool  and  erain  render  the  ori- 
ginal productions  or  materials  convenient  to  our 
general  trade,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  some 
of  Its  branches.  The  value  of  some  ol  our  exjx)rt- 
ed  manufacture!*,  as  they  are  sometimes  strictly 
considered,  may  not  exceed  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, but  these  constitute  an  interesting  assistance 
to  foreign  trade,  and  are  steadily  increasing.  If, 
however,  we  add  1.557,000  casks  of  flour,  meal, 
and  biscuit,  at  an  average  price  of  eight  dollars, 
with  iwo  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  feet  and 
pieces  of  sawed,  split,  and  dressed  boards,  plank, 
scantling,  staves,  dec,  and  some  other  articles  o{ 
alike  nature. the  manufacturingoperation,  though 
imperfect,  becomes  very  influential  on  the  conve- 
nience of  stowage,  the  benefit  of  freight,  the  ac- 
commodation ol  purchasers,  and,  subsequently 
upon  the  activity  and  prosperity  of  commerce. 

The  manufacturers  assist  the  merchants  by 
their  purchases  of  very  large  quantities  of  foreign 
raw  materials,  imported  in  their  vessels.  These 
are,  wool,  hemp,  flax,  and  cotton,  iron  and  steel, 
saltpetre,  sulphur,  hides,  skins,  and  leather,  indigo, 
fustic,  and  other  dye  wood  and  dye  stuffs,  lead, 
copper,  and  brass,  in  pigs  and  sheets,  tin  in  blocks 
and  sheets,  spelter,  molasses,  raw  sugars,  cocoa, 
mahogany  and  other  cabinet  woods,  wines  and 
spirits,  for  medical  manufactures,  rags,  and  many 
other  articles,  with  coal  for  the  supply  of  their 
laboratories,  furnaces,  forges,  and  work  shops. 
The  manufacturers  als  j  purchase,  for  their  domes- 
tic consumption,  great  quantities  of  imported 
good*,  benefitting  the  merchant. 

The  transportation  of  American  raw  materials, 
fuel,  and  building  materials,  for  the  workmen,  oc- 
casions a  very  great  trade  and  business  in  boats, 
shallops,  and  coasting  vessels,  highly  favorable  to 
the  merchants  who  own  them  ;  and  the  transpor- 
tation of  American  manufactures,  in  like  manner, 
to  the  markets  on  our  rivers,  bays,  and  coasts,  is 
profitable  to  the  owners  of  vessels.  In  Great 
Britain,  the  largest  portion  of  the  tonnage  in  any 
branch, isthai  in  the  coasting  trade.  This  branch, 
of  manufacturing  commerce  rapidly  increases. 

The  most  distinguished  modern  commercial 
countries  in  the  world  import  great  quantities  of 
raw  materials,  and  export  large  quantities  of 
manufactures.  These  operations  constitute,  id 
fact,  tiie  greater  part  of  their  commerce.  In  those 
countries,  many  of  their  must  respectable  mer- 
chants have  become  partners  in  their  manufacto- 
ries. The  export  trade  in  British  manufactures, 
before  the  wars  which  have  grown  out  of  the 
French  Revolution,  constituted  much  the  largest 
part  of  the  outward  trade,  and  it  ?eems  likely  to 
becomeequally  considerable,  in  proportion  to  their 
exports,  on  the  return  of  a  general  peace.  This 
export  trade  in  the  valuable  manufactures  of  the 
Brilisli  Kingdom,  is  now  extensively  conducted 
by  persons  who  combine  the  business  of  ihe  man- 
ufacturer with  that  of  the  foreign  merchant,  or, 
in  other  words,  who  unite  those  two  great  branches 
of  commerce  in  their  respective  houses.     A  sim- 
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ilar  irtd  grett  field  for  capital  and  mercantile  en- 

terpji^je  oianifesily  lies  open  before  the  American 
merchants  ;  and  some  of  them  have  entered  upon 
it  \i14h  capital,  spirit,  and  success.  So  far  as 
labtJ-iaviD<j  machinery  has  been  employed  in  the 
opefu-iODs,the  persons  who  have  undertaken  them 
hav|f  proved  the  benefits  of  manufactures  to  the 
raer^a^Tiiile  capitalist;  and,  in  other  considerable 
instfaces.  the  same  advantageous  employment  of 
tradiuij  capital  has  occurred. 

Th«<  banks  established  in  the  United  States, 
whidi  are  the  most  wealthy  and  important  of 
our  iBstilulions  of  property,  are  mercantile  cor- 
porai(uns.  The  deposites  and  discounts  of  the 
sugi»r;. refiners,  millers,  bakers,  distillers,  brewers, 
cottr£  spinners,  woollen  manufacturers,  hatters, 
nail  Qkakers,  iron  masters,  various  smiths,  coopers, 
tanutf  s,  shoemakers,  ropemakers,  Jcc.  are  highly 
prohtible  to  them,  and  are  uncommonly  safe. 
Sinc»  our  exports  of  our  own  productions  are 
kno\V3i  to  be  worth  forty-eight  millions  of  dollars, 
and  lite  aggregate  value  of  our  manufactures  may 
be  sa^'ly  estimated  at  three  and  one  half  or  four 
timrjfthat  sum,  it  is  plain  that  the  custom  of  the 
mani|iacturers  is  highly  important  to  our  banking 
companies.  Many  ol  our  manufacturers  are  pro- 
prj^iSrs  of  the  stocks  of  the  banks  of  the  United 
Sta?t|fi,  and  thus  lend  to  the  merchants. 

IV  urances  on  manufactures,  ra^  materials, 
yes|<>is  employed  in  transporting  them,  coastwise, 
an(|  uom  and  to  foreign  countries,  and  upon  the 
maAi;facturing  establishments  themselves,  afford 
cor*uierable  benefit  to  the  private  underwriters 
an(jr  insurance  companies.  Many  persons  con- 
cer'i^ifd  in  thest-  mercantile  institutionsare  engaged 
in  manufacturing  houses  and  associations. 

'^Ifce  greater  prosperity  of  British  commerce. 
wit^i  great  and  various  manufactures,  and  the 
lesjiej  prosperity  of  Irish  commerce,  with  fewer 
anci-less  various  manufactures,  afiford  the  most 
coi^-jusive  evidence  of  the  benefit  of  manufac- 
tuit'i  to  foreign  trade.  This  is  the  more  clear 
an'  ptrong,  because  the  soil  of  Ireland,  in  nropor- 
tionj^^to  its  extent,  is  better  than  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  greater  prosperity  of  British  com- 
merce, in  time  of  peace,  with  superior  manufac- 
turej^  and  the  lesser  prosperity  of  French  com- 
merf*,  in  the  same  season,  with  inferior  manu- 
faccyres,  is  a  further  evidence  of  the  benefits  of 
the  viseful  arts  to  foreign  trade.  The  prosperity 
of  American  trade  with  manufactures,  in  the 
seyefi  years  which  preceded  the  year  ISIO,  (the 
da^i;  of  the  following  tables.)  was  superior  to  that 
of  Hlic  seven  years  preceding  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  with  less  manufacture.-,  and 
to  lie  seven  years  which  preceded  the  Revolu- 
tionury  war,  almost  without  manufactures. 

'l^e  richest  object  of  commercial  enterprise  for 
the  fiierchants  of  the  United  States  is  the  trade  of 
tb^vf  countries  which  do  not  manufacture.  Of 
thjs,:  the  trade  of  our  American  brethren  from 
T^xas  and  Mexico  to  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  is 
acw  inestimable  instance.  We  can  import  their 
^ft'^*  materials  and  export  our  manufactures  to  an 
ense  amount,  Willi  substantial  benefit.  Their 
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ports  of  Europe,  in  our  ressels,  foreigD  to  them. 
Their  copper,  crude  sugar,  peculiar  cottons  and 
woods,  their  various  dying  materials,  drug*,  and 
medicines,  their  wool,  hides,  and  tallow,  and  their 
gold  and  silver,  will  be  exchanged    for  cabinet 
wares. carriages,  paper,  refined  sugar,  beer,  distilled 
spirits,  candles,  hats,  boots,  shoes,  gold  and  silver 
plate  and  jewelry,  pottery,   iron    manufactures, 
mill     work,    copper     manufactures,    machinery, 
types,  gunpowder,  arms,  ships,  and  other  ves.^els, 
boats,  and  various  other  manul'actures  of  th^Uni- 
ted    Stales.     They  do  not  want  our  provisions, 
tobacco,  cotton,  lumber,  indigo,  and  other  articles 
of  unmanufactured  produce,     if  we  had  only  such 
raw  product. ons,  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  America  would  be  very  limi- 
ted and  unprofitable.     As  our  manufactures  pro- 
gress, the   trade   with   that   near  and  connected 
country,  and  wjth  St.  Domingo,  and  all  tiie  coun- 
tries similarly  circumstanced,  cannot  fail  to  in- 
crease.    Even  the  manufacturing  nations  will  be 
induced   to   purchase  our    goods,  which    can  be 
made  with  vast  advantages  of  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery operating  upon  raw  materials,  exempted 
from  the  duties  and  other  charges  of  importation. 
If  we  have  re-shipped   to  other  countries  tens  of 
millions  of  the   foreign    manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,   Ireland.  Hu.ssia,  Germany,  France,  and 
the  East  Indies,  we  may  ship  to  the  same  place, 
the  productions  of  our  own  national  industry.     If 
Great  Britain,  the  East  Indies,  Germany,  France, 
and  Ru>sia.  find  in  foreign  countries  purchasers 
for  their  manufactur»»j«,  we  niay  be  able  to  do  the 
same.     Since   the  Government  is  impartial  and 
friendly   to  our    merchants   and    manufacturers, 
those  two  descriptions  of  our  citizens  may  libe- 
rally and  profitably  aid  each  other,  as  those  do 
who  live  as  fellow-cilr/ens  in  foreign  countries. 

The  establishment  of  many  new  manufactures 
in  the  United  States,  from  foreign  materials, 
occasions  new  demands  for  foreign  materials,  to 
be  so  employed.  The  merchants,  alone,  can  im- 
port those  materials,  and  they  must  be  imported 
in  their  ships.  This  facilitates  remittances, 
which,  in  many  trades,  are  difficult  and  unpro- 
fitable. 

The  greatest  drain  of  their  coin  and  bullion 
which  the  United  States  sustain,  is  in  the  remit- 
tances for  manufactures  to  foreign  countries.  By 
our  own  manufactures  we  diminished  this  drain 
in  part,  and  they  already  furnish  us  with  substi- 
tutes for  reiuittances  in  the  precious  metals,  in  a 
further  part,  by  enabling  us  to  send  abroad 
wrought  soods,  to  the  value  of  three  millions  of 
dollars.  Everything  that  facilitates  the  retention 
of  our  com  and  bullion,  is  considered  as  favora- 
ble to  the  merchants  and  to  our  commercial  or 
banking  institutions  and  operations.  A  balance 
of  trade  in  favor  of  the  country  is  an  advantage 
to  the  mercantile  body,  and,  by  our  manufactures, 
we  shall  bring  more  nations  in  debt  to  us.  than 
we  formerly  did.  So  far  as  we  export  manufac- 
tures we  now  contribute  to  that  end. 

Manufactures,  to  a  considerable  amount,  such 
as  malt  and  distilled  liquors,  loaf  sugar,  cheese, 


products  will  not  often  be  received  in  the  '  candles,  and  soap,  are  consumed  among  the  stores 
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of  seamen  and  passengers.  Manufacturers  who 
come  to  the  United  States,  pay  to  our  merchants 
passage  money  for  themselves  and  their  families, 
and  freight  money  tor  their  future  and  other  per- 
sonal projwrty,  imported  in  our  vessels. 

The  commerce  among  the  several  Slates  in 
the  American  Union,  in  the  raw  materials,  man- 
ufactures, and  provisions  of  our  country,  is  a 
branch  of  trade-more  certain  than  any  other.  It 
does  not  depend  upon  foreign  laws.  Remote 
foreign  markets  are  less  accessible  in  war.  The 
commerce  among  the  States,  always  interesting, 
derives  the  utmost  additional  importance  from 
the  recent  deportment  of  too  many  of  the  naval 
Powers.  It  is  an  evident  and  important  fact, 
that  this  mutual  and  increasing  exchange  of  raw 
productions,  fuel,  and  provisions,  for  finished 
manufactures,  between  the  producing  and  manu- 
facturing States,  has  become  a  decisive  consid- 
eration for  the  contiuance  of  the  Federal  Union — 
a  connexion  vital  to  the  general  commerce  of  the 
American  People.  The  manifest  diflliculty'  of 
securing  justice  in  commercial  affairs,  even  by 
the  whole  of  the  United  States,  affords  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  any  two  possible  section.s,  into 
which  they  might  be  cut.  would  fail  to  maintain 
the  standing  of  a  trading  nation. 

Tlie  fisheries. — The  benefits  to  the  fisheries  of 
the  United  States,  resulting  from  manufactures, 
are  considerable,  stable,  and  increasing. 

Our  manufactures  near  the  seacoast  consume 
very  large  quantities  of  dried  and  pickled  fish. 
They  employ,  in  their  manufactures,  the  head 
matter  of  the  whale  to  make  the  superior  oil. 
This  will  not  coagulate,  and  it  is  fit  for  use  in 
lighthouses  and  lamps,  in  cold  and  wet  situations. 
From  iis  purity.it  is  adapted  to  the  consumption 
of  good  and  well  furnished  houses.  The  resid- 
uum of  the  same  material  is  used  for  making 
spermaceti  candles. 

The  umbrella  makers,  manufacturers  of  whips, 
fishing  tackle,  stay  makers,  dec,  employ  the 
whale  fins  or  whalebone,  the  little  cuttings  and 
chips  of  which  have  been  applied  to  making 
patent  brushes,  composed  of  split  bone,  in  lieu  of 
strong  hair. 

The  coarser  oils  are  used  in  lamps,  in  many  of 
the  work  shops,  and  in  the  dressing  of  leather ; 
and,  in  short,  as  the  manufacturers  of  the  world, 
at  home  and  abroad,  use  nearly  all  the  piscatory 
articles,  in  some  one  form  or  another,  so  those  of 
the  United  States  have  long  used  some,  and  have 
increased  in  the  use  of  others;  and  since  foreign 
laws  burden  those  articles  with  ruinous  duties,  it 
IS  certain  that  our  manufacturers'  purchases  may 
be  hereafter  relied  on  as  a  great  and  sure  support 
to  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States. 

In  all  those  particulars  in  which  mani-factures 
support  and  assist  navigation,  they  benefit  the 
fisheries;  for,  ships  and  other  vessels,  and  boats 
of  every  size  and  description,  are  employed  in 
the  fisheries,  armed  and  unarmed  ;  and  as  manu- 
factures have  strong  and  beneficial  effects  upon 
the  coasting  trade,  and  all  our  fishing  vessels,  ex- 
cept the  large  whalers,  are  adapted  to.  and  actu- 
ally partake  in.  that  great  and  sure  branch  of  the 


domestic  trade,  it  is  a  very  important  fact,  that 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  in  that 
re.spect,  greatly  benefit  the  numerous  owners  of 
fishing  vessels.  Too  small  for  most  voyages  to 
other  countries,  and  excluded  by  foreign  naviga- 
tion laws  from  many  adjacent  ports,  the  transpor- 
tation, for  our  manufacturers,  of  raw  materials, 
provisions,  fuel,  building  materials,  and  manu- 
fdciured  goods,  become  to  them  a  very  necessary 
support,  whenever  iht  y  are  disappointed  in  taking 
fish.  The  fi>hing  season  is  but  a  portion  of  the 
year.  Out  of  that  st^ason.  the  coasting  trade  af- 
fords  convenient  employment  to  fishing  vessels. 

The  manufacture  of  salt  is  a  very  considerable 
aid  to  the  fisheries.  If  the  temperature  of  the 
climates,  in  which  lie  the  best  ^It  ponds  of  Eu- 
rope, be  proved  (by  the  growth  of  the  sweet  or- 
ange tree)  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Floridas 
and  Louisiana,  and  if  it  be  recollected  that  the 
best  French  European  salt  is  made  without  fuel, 
and  by  the  natural  evaporation  by  the  sun,  in  a 
temperature  corresponding  with  that  of  the  Ac- 
comac  coast  of  Virginia,  the  beneficial  eflfects  of 
this  manufacture  may  be  deemed  permanent  and 
increasing.  The  fairest  and  purest  marine  salt 
of  France  is  made  on  the  Isle  of  Rhe,  in  north 
latitude  46  degrees  and  15  minutes.  It  is  made 
by  the  sun  as  far  North  as  Bourneuf,  Croisac,  and 
Guesrande,  in  ancient  Brittany,  and  the  latitude 
of  47  degrees. 

All  the  peculiar  tackle  and  instruments  of  the 
fisheries  are  well  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  fishermen  themselves,  at  leisure 
limes,  make  a  number  of  them,  by  which  many 
of  the  benefits  of  domestic  or  household  manu- 
factures are  realized.  This  remark  also  applies 
to  the  manufacture  of  a  great  part  of  the  oil. 
The  packing  of  a  cask  of  fish,  and  the  making  of 
the  cask  and  of  the  pickle,  add  as  much  per  cen- 
tum to  the  value  of  the  fish,  as  the  correspond- 
ing operations  add  to  the  value  of  several  raw 
materials;  some  of  the  European  economical 
writers,  therefore,  class  salted  and  pickled  meats 
and  fish  among  their  manufactures. 

From  a  review  of  these  facts,  not  only  the  pe- 
culiar benefits  rendered  by  the  manufacturers  to 
the  fisheries  are  evinced,  but,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  operations  of  the  fishermen  partake  strongly 
of  the  manufacturing  character. 

Defence. —  It  has  been  considered  as  proper  to 
submit,  under  a  separate  and  distinct  head,  anoth- 
er class  of  facts,  relating  to  such  manufactures  as 
are  useful  or  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  has  occasionally  been  deemed  expedient  to 
restrain  the  exportation  of  those  manufactures 
which  are  requisite  for  war.  From  this  consid-  ^ 
eration.  and  from  obvious  policy,  the  Federal  and 
Slate  Governments  are  conceived  to  have  wisely 
partaken,  even  in  the  manufactories  of  such  war- 
like goods,  and  to  have  encouraged  them,  by  high 
duties  and  by  advances  in  specie,  or  in  raw  ma- 
terials. Difficulties  arising  from  a  want  of  capi- 
tal, are  thus  surmounted,  in  cases  wherein  the 
public  purchases  are  often  the  principal,  and  al- 
ways very  considerable. 
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Th«i  important  modern  operation  of  casting  of  and  control  of  tn  external  and  distant  national 
canno*.  without  a  calibre,  and  boring  them  out  |  Government,  which  preferred  to  draw  the  public 
of  th«Jsolid  iron,  for  the  reception  of  the  ball  by 


water  machinery,  was  first  performed  at  the  pub- 
lic expense  in  the  United  States.  Several  armo- 
ries. I(rr  small  fire  arms  and  swords,  have  been 
established  by  the  Stales  and  by  the  Union, 
Contrgcts.  with  advances  of  money,  not  only  for 
making  arms  and  other  military  manufactures, 
but  ft)?  importations  of  the  proper  raw  materials, 
havtipbeen  repeatedly  mide.  and  to  a  large  amount, 
upoi^  tkcuriiy.  Adversary  belligerents  have  for- 
biJd^rt  or  prevented  the  exportation  of  warlike 
manjifactures  to  the  United  States,  during  our 
late '^neutrality.  Indian  wars,  occasions  of  ap- 
pare*!;  danger  from  abroad,  and  the  commercial 
den^^tids  on  this  country  for  military  supplies  for 
various  foreign  places,  within  the  last  twenty 
yeacjp.jhave  caused  very  considerable  attention  to 
t 

esta|i<lj 

and^rnunitions  of  war  in  the  United  Stales.     It 
mar*  Ije  safely  aflSrmed  that  there  is  uo  irremov- 
abU  qbsiacle  to  the  manufacture  of  every  species 
of  i/rins,  and  almost  every  supply  of  war,  of  good 
qukiilies,  and  in  sufficient  quantities.     A  well  de- 
vised system  of  inspection  exists  in  some  branch- 
es j^f  manufacture,  under  several   of  the  State 
Gci*fernments,  and  such  a  system,  as  to  military 
sugp^ies.  ha^  been  proved  to  be  indispensably  ne- 
ce^wiry,  by  the  experience  of  the  Union  and  of 
thfTrStates,  on  many  f)ccasions,  during  the  greater 
pas'  gf  the  last  twenty  years.     But,  whatever  has 
befjp  the  amelioration  of  this  important  operation, 
wi|3iin  two  or  three  years,  the  ordinary  commerce 
an«^  exportation  ol  arms,  without  inspection,  is 
yet  practicable,  while  the  trade  in  flour,  wet  pro- 
visions, lumber,  potashes,  and  other  goods,  in  sev- 
ers] ;of  the  States,  has  been  wisely  placed  under 
a  v>ry  strict  and  salutary  reginjen  of  inspeciion. 
^Slflce  various  foreign   nations  have  obstructed 
mihijary  supplies,  which  we  have  endeavored  to 
prj-ctire  from   their  ports,  and   since  the  present 
wiir  )ias  imparted  the  contraband  character  to  all 
su^h,  things,  the  importance  of  the  manufactures 
of-Jt?<at  description  to  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
tr>^'4iarticularly  at  this  time,  is  very  great  and 
mjrojfest. 

iTlhe  possession  of  iron,  lead,  saltp)etre.  charcoal, 

WKcl  for  ships  and  vessels,  for  military  carpentry, 

ar,^'jfor  every  description  of  the  wooden  imple- 

m»*;iis  of  war.  and  the  constant  supplies  of  for- 

eij5f«  raw   materials,   for   warlike  manufactures, 

eifciWe  the  United  Stales  to  make  the  necessary 

establishments.      Accordingly,  it  appears    that 

cainyon  foundries,  and  all  other  military  works 

atiil  .shops,  are  as  practicable  as  tliey  are  indis- 

pcfliiable  to   the   peace,  the   union,  and  safely  of 

tl^rtr'fountry.     The  difference  in  the  situations  of 

lli^%Jnited  States,  at  the  respective  coramence- 

n\>\its  of  hostilities,  in  the  year  1775.  and  in  the 

y.'tri  1812.  is  greater,  in    respect   to  the  various 

n;atiufaciures  necessary  to  defence,  than  it  is  in 

t^fjlect  to  any  other  matter  in   the  whole  circle 

o»i^s  national  industry.     In  the  times  of  the  Pro- 

v*ifces,  the  publig  defence  was  under  the  care 

--» 'i 


supplies  from  the  manufactures  of  the  metro- 
politan State,  adjacent  to  its  Court  and  offices. 
But  now,  the  all-important  principle  of  internal 
resource,  well  understood,  and  the  present  state 
of  American  industry,  occasion  a  course  diame- 
trically opposite  to  be  maintained  by  the  Union, 
the  States,  many  associations,  and  numerous 
individuals. 

Labor-saving  Machinery  and  Cotton.— \{  is  a 
fact,  in  the  history  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States,  that,  in  some  very  important  in- 
stances, the  knowledge  or  acquisition  of  the 
means  of  manufacturing  has  occasioned  excite- 
ments and  exertions  of  the  cultivators  to  produce 
the  raw  materials.  In  this  complex  business, 
success  in  one  portion  of  the  means  has  quickened 
the  exertions  to  procure  the   remainder.     In  the 


he^Aairandraanufactureofarms.and  to  making!  year  1786,1  became   well   acquainted  with  the 
■sta|.l)shments  for  these  and   other  instruments  [  fact,  that  labor-saving  spinning  machinery  was 

in  considerable  use  in  Great  Britain.    It  was  un- 
derstood that  it  was  applicable,  at  that  time,  only 
to  the  carding  and  spinning  of  cotton,  which  we 
constantly  imported  from  foreign  countries.     In 
the  course  of  the  following  Autumn  and  Winter, 
repeated  examinations  and  considerations  of  this 
subject  occasioned  very  high  expectations,  from 
a  few  well  authenticated  facts  in  relation  to  the 
production  of  the  cotton  raw  material  in  gardens 
and  other  small  pieces  of  land,  as   far  north  as 
the  latitude  of  thirty-eight  degrees  and  forty-five 
minutes.*  and  in  some  other  places  on  the  rivers 
of  the  Chesapeake  bay.     It  was  inferred,  that,  as 
the  shrub  or   tree  grew   in  that  central  degree, 
in  our  country,  all  the  extensive  region  south  of 
thirty-nine   was    capacle    of   producing    cotton, 
which  is  found  not  only  in  climates  hotter  than 
the  warmest  of  those  of  North  America,  but  in 
the   torrid   zone.     It   was    therefore  confidently 
presumed,  that  the  cotton  spinning  mill  might 
be  brought  into  very  beneficial  use  in  the  United 
States.     The  production  of  cotton  in  the  old  set- 
tlements of  Virginia,  was  carefully  examined,  as 
a  test  of  this  opinion,  and  opportunities  offered 
to  utake  it  in  a  manner  commanding  entire  con- 
fidence.    After  the  more   exact   information  of 
the  existence  and  operations  of  the  labor-saving 
cotton  machinery,  in   Euro|)e,  had  led  to  the  due 
reflection  on  the  importance  of  the  vast  capacity 
of  this  country  to  produce  the  proper  raw  mate- 
rial, the  most  effectual   measures  were   actively 
pursued  to  excite  theattention  of  the  whole  com- 
munity, and  particularly  of  the  planters  of  the 
five  original  Southern  States.     But.  though  our 
capacity  to  produce  cotton  was  so  great, as  we  at 
this  time  know  it  lo  have  always  been,  though 
labor-saving   machinery   was  effecting  wonders 
in   G'eat   Britain,  and   though   common    cotton 
was  then  worth,  in  the  United  States,  forty-four 
cents  per   pound,  owiug  to  foreign  trade  laws, 
and  though  it  was  at  a  high  price  in  many  parts 
of  Europe,  several  years  elapsed  before  sufficient 
attention  to  the  culture  could  be  excited,  even 


•A  vicinitj  in  the  countj  of  Talbot,  in  Maryland. 
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by  the  numerous  publications  which  were  inces- 
santly made. 

At  length,  however,  the  proper  consideration  of 
this  great  natural  capacity  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  of  the  peculiar  value  of  labor-saving  machine-  ' 
ry  to  a  nation  of  moderate  numbers,  dwelling  in  j 
a  country  of  redundant  soil,  with  the  all-import- ' 
ant  discovery  of  the  saw-gin,  has  occasioned  our 
cultivators  to  produce  the  requisite  cotton.    These 
two  machines  for  cleaning  cotton,  in  America,  and  i 
for  spinning  it,  abroad  and  at  home,  with  the  or- 
dinary modes  of   household   manufacture,   have  i 
drawn  the  planters  into  an  enriching  revolution  | 
iu  the  Soilthern  agriculture. 

The  principle  of  labor-saving  means  of  man- 
ufacture being  thus  brought  into  consideration 
and  practice,  in  the  case  of  machinery  ;  and  la-  i 
bor-saving  processes,  such  as  the  brewery,  distil-  I 
lery,  and   tannery,  being  drawn  into  similar  uo-  I 
tice,  a  new  and   very  beneficial  career  in  the  na- 
tional industry  has  been  commenced  by  the  United 
Slates.  Carded  and  combed  wool,  flax,  and  hemp, 
have  been  subsequently  subjected  to  manufactur- 
ing machinery,  adapted  to  their  respective  forms 
and  natures.     We  have  been  taught  that  thirty 
thousand  pieces  of  metal  have  been  coined  and 
counted  in  England,  in  a  single  hour,  by  a  steam 
engine,  adapted  to  mechanism,  capable  of  appli- 
cation to  the  button   manufactory,  and  to  other 
branches  susceptible  of  such   operations.      Sev- 
eral nail   making   machines  of  curious   facility 
and  great  utility,  have  been  invented  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.     Certain  skins,  formerly  half  expend- 
ed in  offal  parings,  or  remaining  oi  an  useless 
thickness,  have  been  split,  by  an  American  in- 
veniion,  into  two  equal  and  useful  parts.     The 
simple  but  tedious  operations  of  the  dip  manu- 
facture of  tallow  candles,  have  been  abridged  or 
accelerated  by  a  labor-saving  wheel.     The  mech- 
anism for  steam  has  undergone  a  variety  of  new 
and  curious  modifications  in  this  country,  greatly 
extending  the  uses  of  that  vast  and  omnipresent 
power,  in  modes  directly  or  indirectly  subservi- 
ent to  manufactures.     An   improvement   in    the 
construction  of  draught  casks  has  been  invented, 
to  obviate  the  great  expense  of  bottling  mall  and 
other  fermented  liquors.     A  simple,  cheap,  and 
rapid  chemical  process  has  been   discovered   to 
extract  the  ill-flavored  empyreumaiic  oil  from 
distilled  spirits.     Since  the  confirmation  of  the 
settlements  in  this  country,  hydraulics,  geometry, 
chemistry,  and  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  have 
been   rendered   very    extensively   subservient    to 
manufactures  and   the  useful  arts.     Deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  peculiar  value  lo  them  of  these 
modern  aids  and  means,  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  seek  the  establishment  of  manufactures  by 
every  variety  of  ingenious  mechanism,  process, 
and  device,  which,  while  they  save  time  and  la- 
bor, manifestly  exempt  them  from  the  deleterious 
modes  of  the  old  manufacturing  system.     If,  in 
other  countries,  and  in  former  times,  various  clas- 
ses of  morbid  and  decrepit  persons  were  produced 
by  the  ancient  method  of  making  goods  only  by 
human  hands,  and  the  citizens  of  America  shall 
continue  to  pursue,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 


the  use  of  water,  steam,  horses,  cattle,  machinery, 
dexterity,  and  various  rbodern  processes  and  de- 
vices, to  efl"ecl  tne  same  beneficial  ends,  they  will 
prevent  the  creation  and  existence  of  those  sickly 
and  deformed  classes  of  people  in  this  country. 
Women,  relieved  in  a  considerable  degree  from 
their  former  employments  as  carders,  spinners, 
and  fullers,  by  hand,  occasionally  turn  to  the  oc- 
cupations of  the  weaver,  with  improved  machine- 
ry, and  instruments,  which  abridge  and  soften  the 
labor,  while  the  male  weavers  employ  themselves 
m  superintendence,  instruction,  superior  or  other 
operations,  and  promote  their  health  by  occa- 
sional attentions  to  gardening,  agriculture,  and 
the  clearing  and  improvement  of  their  farms. 
The  lapse  of  a  few  years  will  release  from  the 
restraint  of  the  patent,  the  iron  bound  shoe,  flhe 
rights  to  make  which  are  much  diffused.)  wnen 
the  sedentary  labors  of  the  journeymen  will  be 
greatly  relieved.  The  dangerous  services  of  the 
sedentary  writer's  desk,  have  been  lessened  by 
the  printing,  copperplate,  and  copying-presses, 
and  several  pentagraphic  and  other  graphic  in- 
ventions. Many  of  the  uses  of  the  labors  of  the 
statuary  and  the  painter  have  been  attained  by 
the  multiplied  portraits  and  scenic  representa- 
tions of  the  various  classes  of  engravers.  The 
auxiliary  part  of  the  making  of  men's  apparel,  is 
extensively  performed  by  the  aid  of  (females, 
formed  by  nature  and  habit  for  sedentary  occu- 
pations. Some  branches  of  manufacture  unfa- 
vorable to  health,  are  unsuitable  to  us,  and  will 
be  long  unknown  in  our  country,  and  other 
branches,  formerly  of  the  same  ill  tendency,  have 
been  exempted  from  their  pernicious  effects  by 
the  employment  of  mills  and  the  improvements 
in  the  operations,  and  in  the  construction  of  lab- 
oratories. It  is  a  manifest  truth,  that,  besides  the 
proper  personal  powers,  industry,  and  skill,  of  the 
United  States,  we  have  attained  by  water,  steam, 
cattle,  labor-saving  machinery,  and  chemistry, 
the  means  to  effect,  with  an  exactness  and  promp- 
titude beyond  the  reach  of  manual  power  and 
skill,  a  great  variety  and  number  of  manufacturing 
operations.  These  wonderful  machines,  working 
as  if  they  were  animated  beings,  endowed  with 
all  the  talents  of  their  inventors,  laboring  with 
organs  that  never  tire,  and  subject  to  no  expense 
of  food,  or  bed,  or  raiment,  or  dwelling,  may  be 
justly  considered  as  equivalent  to  an  immense 
body  of  manufacturing  recruiis,  eni  ed  in  the 
service  of  the  country. 

In  order  to  display  the  present  form  and  nature, 
and,  in  some  degree,  the  extent  of  the  arts  and 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  the  substance 
of  the  returns  of  the  marshals  and  their  assistants 
will  be  presented  in  the  form  of  tables,  in  the  third 
and  fourth  parts  of  this  statement.  In  submitting 
this  body  of  new  evidence,  it  is  necessary  to  state, 
that    the  information    it   contains    is  of  various 


I 


I  ;i 


*  The  diminution  of  manual  labor  in  Great  Britain, 
by  means  of  machinery,  in  the  cotton  business,  was 
estimated,  in  the  year  1808,  at  200  to  1.  An  able 
writer  and  artist,  (Mr.  John  Duncan  of  Glaagow,) 
coniiders  it  to  be  much  more. 
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datirslfin  the  last  fire  months  of  the  year  1810,  and 
that  »  relate^  to  the  whole  national  population  of 
thai  feme  being  7.239.'.K)3  persons,  of  both  sexes, 


II  colors,  ages,  and  conditions 


.1 


and  cj'  all  colors,  ages,  ana  conamuus.  Though 
man  Jof  the  officers  and  assistants  have  performed 
this  itJfW  and  difficult  service  with  great  zeal  and 
jntfihgence,  yet  various  causes  have  concurred  to 
occai^n  numerous  and  very  considerable  imper- 
fectulis  and  omissions  in  returns  from  cities, 
towflf  and  villages,  townships,  hundreds,  and 
couni^s.  and  as  to  valuable  branches  and  arti- 
cles, fora  States,  to  be  observable.  In  these  first 
sets  of  tables,  it  has  not  been  thought  best  to  sup- 
ply tCese  by  estimates,  which  might  be  erroneous 
and  i;inguine.  It  was  observed  that  there  were 
some-instances  of  goods  of  a  doubtful  nature,  or 
•whicy  could  not  be  considered  as  manufactured, 
in  so-lmaterial  a  degree  as  to  entitle  them  to  be 
placeU  in  the  class  of  "manufactures."  These 
have  been  separately  exhibited,  but  are  considered 
as  so<|iciently  relative  to  the  subject  of  the  state- 
meM"  to  render  these  imperfect  returns  of  them 
usefpi  both  to  the  various  departments  of  Gov- 
erni.ii^nt.  and  to  those  who  are  engaged  or  pro- 
pose eo  enter  into  the  manufacturing  business. 

i*\  Part  II. 

A  ^tieeiion  of  additional  facts,  tending  to   show  the 
p^lttical  foundations,   actual  progress,  condition, 
ar>4  establishment  of  the  American  Arts  and  Man- 
ufAtures,  and  their  connexion  with  the  wealth  and 
ttfZigth  of  the  United  States. 
luijhe  tables  which  form  the  third  and  fourth 
partf^f  this  statement  is  contained  the  result  of 
this^st  attempt  of  an   extensive  and   populous 
couCfry,  or  perhaps  of  any  country,  to  ascertain, 
in  If^ail,  the  facts  which  constitute  and  display 
ihe^AiTtual  condition  of  its  manufactures.     The 
dutir  rvas  additional  and  secondary  to  the  periodi- 
cal ^?{iuraeraiion  of  the  people,  and    required   a 
lon£ej-  period  of  time  than  was  allowable  for  such 
an  lijumeration,  enjoined  as  a  basis  for  the  dis- 
tritftlfion  of  Constitutional   power.     The  period 
of  ^if  two  measures  was   not  sufficient  for  cor- 
res;|ndeoce  between   the  superior  and    subordi- 
nate -jfficers,  which  would   have  produced    more 
perjjt  details  and   greater   uniformity  and   per- 
spi*iity.     It  may,  however,  be  affirmed,  that  the 
tabfs>  contain  a  great  number  and  variety  of  clear 
indTcjitions   of   the  state   of  the    manufacturing: 
branch  of  the  national  industry,  and  a  mass  of 
positive  evidence  upon  the  subject,  in  relation  to 
thp  pastern,  Northern,  Middle,  Southern,  Atlan- 
tic ai^d  Western  sections  or  grand  divisions  of  the 
couii^ry,  with  respect  to  the  forms  or  modes  of 
'  thej«anufactures  which  have  grown  up,  the  raw 
ma^fials   upon  which   they  operate,  a  very  con- 
sid.'jrible  portion  of  the  value  to  which  they  have 
arisffi,  very  u>eful  data  for  the  comparative  value 
oT  liiternal  commerce  or  manufactures,  and  eitcr- 
nahiomraerce  or  navigation  and  foreign  trade, 
anijliuch  elucidation  of  the  operations  of  manu- 
fact^'ring  industry  upon  the  commercial  and  the 
larAbfd  laterebt,  and  upon  the  public  safety. 
JK^om  the  official  papers  on  which  the  tables 


are  founded,  and  from  many  other  sources,  some 
additional  information,  not  reducible  into  regular 
columns,  has  been  collected,  which  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  submit  in  the  form  of  statements,  con- 
cerning several  branches  and  denominations  of 
manufactures, and  the  connected  machinery.  To 
show  the  importation  of  manufactures  in  the  first 
year  of  the  present  Constitution,  the  substance  of 
the  return  of  that  year  of  ordinary  trade,  will  be 
added.  The  national  population  was  then  nearly 
four  millions  of  persons,  and  the  value  of  foreign 
manufactures  was  about  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Some  of  the  non-enumerated  or  unspeci- 
fied goods  were  certainly  not  manufa'ctures,  but 
their  value  is  not  considerable,  and  may  be  fully 
allowedfor  by  the  deduction  of  $295,088  98,  which 
has  been  made  from  the  amount  of  the  return. 
Distilled  spirits  were  not  included  among  these 
imported  manufactures.  If  our  population  be 
taken  at  seven  millions  and  a  quarter  in  1810,  our 
demand  for  foreign  manufactures  might  be  con- 
temporarily estimated  at  827,187.500.  But.  on 
the  one  hand,  importation  has  been  increased  in 
consequence  of  a  freer  consumption,  and  the  bu- 
siness produced  by  increased  wealth  and  other 
circumstances.  On  the  other  hand,  the  consump- 
tion of  foreign  manufactures  hns  been  diminished 
by  the  great  increase  of  those  of  the  United  States. 
The  exportations  of  manufactures,  in  the  year 
1807,  are  afterwards  given,  so  far  as  they  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  general  custom-house  returns  ; 
but  it  is  considered  as  a  certain  fact,  that  a  great- 
er value  is  exported  than  appears  from  that  doc- 
ument. 

A  very  great  number  and  variety  of  literary 
productions,  foreign  and  American,  diffuse  the 
knowledge  of  labor-saving  machinery,  processes, 
and  devices,  and  tjuicken  the  progress  of  manu- 
facturing industry  and  skill.  Those  which  favor 
family  or  household  manufactures  are  peculiarly 
interesting.  It  is  respectfully  suggested,  that  it 
would  repay  the  expense  and  pains,  if  measures 
were  taken,  under  known  public  authority,  to  as- 
certain and  exhibit,  by  plain  descriptions  or  spe- 
cifications and  engravings,  the  best  set  of  inaple- 
ments,  instruments,  utensils,  and  machinery,  ex- 
isting in  the  United  States,  to  render  household 
manufactures  more  and  more  easy,  expeditious, 
convenient,  economical,  and  profitable.  The  fly 
shuttle  is  considered  as  a  very  valuable  inven- 
tion, but,  though  it  has  been  known  in  this  coun- 
try many  years,  more  than  ninety-nine  hun- 
dredths oi"  our  shuttles  are  not  of  that  description. 
The  same  observation  occurs  as  to  spinning  mills, 
mules,  jennies,  dec.  The  stocking  loom,  though 
so  much  more  rapid  in  its  work  than  the  knitting 
needle,  has  not  been  yet,  by  any  means,  suffici- 
ently extended.  It  is  more  convenient,  in  a  pri- 
vate family,  than  the  smallest  doth  loom,  or  the 
great  spinning  wheel. 

It  IS  necessary  to  observe  that  several  facts,  in 
the  first  part  of  this  statement,  will  be  found  ia 
this  second  part.  They  were  given  in  the  former, 
on  the  ground  of  the  ceneral  economy  and  policy 
of  manufactures,  merely  to  show  their  influence 
in  favor  of  agriculture,  commerce,  the  fisheries, 
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•  nd  defence.     In   the  following  statements  they 
are  adduced  in  a  strict  practical  view,  to  mani-  [ 
fest  the  state  of  the  respective  branches  of  man-  , 
ufactures  and  of  the  specific  means  of  their  exe-  | 
cution.  ! 

Cotton. — This  raw  material  being  the  only  re- 
dundant one  produced  in  the  United  States,  adapt- 
ed to  the  manufacture  of  cloths  for  apparel  and 
furniture,  and  being  the  most  susceptible  of  labor-  ! 
saving  operations,  the  cotton  branch  will,  proba-  j 
biy,  become,  very  soon,  the  most  considerable  of  | 
our  manufactures.     It  is  adapted  to  all  seasons.  ■ 
in  its  various  forms,  and  to  a  greater  variety  of  j 
uses  than  any  other  cloth  or  stuff.    While  sheep's 
wool  continues  to  be  much  more  wanted,  cotton  I 
WTDol  will  be  proportionably  used  as  a  substitute  j 
for   it   in    blankets,  corduroys,   velvets,  and    the  i 
chain  or  warp  of  goods,  with   woollen   woof  or  i 
filling.     Cotton    goods  can  be  printed — an  ope- 
ration seldom  performed  on  woollens  or  silks —  i 
never  on  hempen    goods.     They  are  substitutes  ! 
for  worsteds  or  stuffs  of  combed   wool,  and  for  [ 
silks,  which   are  made  of  raw  materials,  not  yet  I 
considerable   in  the   United    Slates.     The  cotton  I 
raising  States  are    the  most  numerous   employ-  I 
ers  of  family  looms.     Improvements  in  the  house-  I 
hold  carding  machinery,  spinning  machinery,  loom  | 
and  shuttle,  and  in  family  bleaching  and  dying,  ' 
are  producing  new  and  great  facilities,  savings,  } 
and  profits,  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  by 
the  farmers  and  planters.     The  cotton  cloths,  for  ' 
various  uses,  manufactured  in  the  United  States, 
exceeded   in   measurement,  in   the  year   1810,  all  | 
the  other  cloths,  that  is,  all  tlie  cloths  of  flax,  hemp,  i 
wool,  and   silk;  and   the   progress  of  the   cotton! 
branch   is  greater   than   any   other,  and,  indeed.  ' 
greater  that  that  of  all  the  others.     Capitalists  can  ' 
most  easily  extend  themseles  in  the  cotton  manu-  I 
facture,  because  the  material  is  abundant,  and  ca- 
pable of  being  conveniently  and  promptly  increa- 
sed.    The  United  States  have  some  palpable  and 
great  advantages,  over  their  foreign  rivals,  in  the 
cotton  branch.     Those  of  Europe  depend  upon 
foreign  agriculture  for  the  raw  material,  for  the 
indigo  dye.  and,  in  a  considerable  degree,  for  their 
bread  stuff.     Those  in  the  East  Indies  will  not  be 
allowed,  or  be  able,  to  use  labor-saving  machinery. 
Improvements  in  the  looms,  and  other  things,  are 
opposed  by  force  in  Europe.     The  expenses,  costs, 
and  charges  of  transporting  cotton  from  the  farms 
and  plantations,  even  near  the  roasts  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  to  the   manufactories  of  Manchester, 
Glasgow,  and  Rouen,  and  the  same  charges  upon 
the  manufactured  goods  from  Manchester.  Glas- 
gow, and  Rouen,  to  the  houses  of  the  planters  and 
farmers   in  America,  are   equal   to  fifty  per  cent, 
upon  the  European  costs  of  the  finer,  and  seventy 
per  cent,  upon  the  coarse,  heavy,  and  bulky  goods 
of  those  great  manufacturing  towns.     Every  per- 
son capable  of  working  in  manufactories  of  wool- 
len, linen,  hempen,  and  silken  cloths,  can  become, 
in  less  than  a  week,  a  good  cotton  manufacturer. 
The  cotton   branch,  in   the  United    States,  is  the 
great   resort  of  all   unemployed   cloth   manufac- 
turers, and  there  is  here  no  impediment  to  a  per- 
son's changing  his  trade  or  employment,  or  place 


of  business.  Every  man  and  woman  in  America, 
uncharged  with  crime,  is  /ree  of  every  city,  town, 
borough,  village,  hamlet,  township,  hundred,  and 
county,  and  enjoys  the  freedom  of  every  occupa- 
tion, trade,  and  calling.  The  chief  American 
bark  and  other  dyes,  and  particularly  the  costless 
dye,  called  the  iron  liquor,  made  by  covering  use- 
less fragments  of  that  metal  with  vinegar  or  the 
pyroligneous  acid,  are  convenient  coloring  for  cot- 
ton yarn  and  cloths.  A  great  desideratum  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  is  a  method  of  giving 
it  a  true  scarlet  dye.  which  no  art  has,  hitherto, 
been  able  to  fix  in  goods  made  of  this  raw  mate- 
rial. It  has  been,  for  many  years,  the  subject  of 
an  offer  of  a  very  considerable  premium  in  Eu- 
rope. The  Americans  make  good  red  cotton  for 
the  weaver,  superior  to  Turkey  yarn. 

In  consequence  of  numerous  and  particular  in- 
quiries and  communications,  in  and  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  it  satisfactorily  appears 
that  the  skill,  the  means,  and  the  scale  of  the  year 
1810.  in  the  cotton  manufacture,  have  been  very 
greatly  improved  and  extended,  and  that  the  capi- 
tal, machinery,  and  establishments,  have  been  very 
much  enlarged  and  multiplied.  The  cotton  blan- 
ket, which  is  a  luxury  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
IS  a  matter  of  great  economy  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  an  excellent  covering.  The  double  twilled 
cotton  cloth,  for  apparel  and  furniture,  begins  to 
rival  the  immense  invoices  of  foreign  licklenbergs 
and  other  stout  linens.  Similar  facts  occur  in  a 
variety  of  other  instances.  Heavy  cotton  goods 
cannot  be  imported  without  a  loss.  Fancy  goods 
offer  the  greatest  profits,  and.  in  many  instances. 
are  easy  of  imitation.  In  household  manufac- 
tures, as  soon  as  it  happens  that  the  stock  of  flax 
and  wool  is  exhausted,  the  industry  of  very  great 
numbers  of  families  of  the  Middle,  Northern,  and 
Eastern  Slates,  is  applied  to  our  redundant  cotton, 
which  is  everywhere  for  sale,  and  pays  no  im- 
port duly  or  excise.  Every  additional  working 
hour,  in  a  day  thus  employed,  is  an  addition  of 
one  twelfth  part  to  the  domestic  manufactures  of 
the  country.  It  is  highly  beneficial  to  possess  an 
unlimited  raw  material,  which,  at  once,  invites 
and  impels  to  sober,  steady  industry,  and  facili- 
tates its  operations.  One  natural  effect  is,  to 
render  every  industrious  female  an  artisan,  when- 
ever her  household  duties  do  not  require  her 
time.  The  general  practice  of  manufacturing 
cotton  in  families,  not  resident  in  the  cotton 
raising  district,  prepares  those  families,  by  their 
habits  of  industry  and  their  skill,  for  that  exten- 
sion in  the  woollen  manufacture  which  the  rapid 
multiplication  of  sheep  must  very  soon  occasion. 

A  large  quantity  of  cotton  is  used  as  chain  or 
warp,  with  woollen  woof  or  filling,  and  it  is  used 
as  woof  or  filling  for  goods  with  flaxen  or  hempea 
chains  or  warps.  It  has  nearly  superseded  the 
Use  of  flax  in  the  manufacture  of  hosiery,  and  is, 
sometimes,  mixed  with  wool  in  making  stockings. 
Cotton  is  well  adapted  to  use,  in  stockings,  in 
our  Southern  winters.  It  is  believed  that  it  would 
be  favorable  to  health  if  the  colored  laborers  were 
supplied  with  a  cap  of  thick  undyed  cotton  swan- 
skin, similar,  in  form,  to  the  highland  woollen 
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caf.  of  Norih  Britain.  Fevers,  and  morbid  strokes 
of  file  sun,  would  be  prevenied  by  the  protection 
of  |>ie  bead. 

fjjoo/,— Tlie  manufacture  wbich  is  next  in 
rarjii)  improvement  and  extent  to  cotton,  is  that 
ol-n^ool.  It  is  very  considerably  aided  by  the 
ne^Vrarding  and  spinning  machinery,  by  the  in- 
trciJHCtion  of  the  merino,  Barbary,  and  long 
woji^ed  sheep,  by  improvements  in  the  breeding 
an<v  (ending  of  the  general  docks  of  the  country, 
by  V-op^rior  care  of  the  growing  fleece,  by  the  in- 
crt^cc  of  the  value  of  the  carcass  or  mutton,  by 
tbc^  porting  of  wool^  by  iQiprovement.s  ia  the 
stul^k^ing  and  cloth  ioom^,  by  the  acquisition  of 
tb(v  ^y  shuttle,  and  of  machinery  to  dress  and 
finjr.))  cloths,  by  increased  skill  in  the  workmen, 
aDti  ^y  improvements  in  the  arts  and  business  of 
fuUiflg  and  dying,  to  acquire  which,  great  ex- 
ertid^i  and  expense  are  applied. 

Tfje  present  growth  and  production  of  English 
wiooi  is  supposed  to  be  mo^t  accurately  estimated 
b^  Mr.  Luccuck,  of  Leeds,  in  his  late  publication. 
If  »s  believed  to  decline.     The  soil  is  insufficient 
far  t^e  population.     He  estimates  it  at  ninety- 
sc^efi  millions  of  pounds  per  annum.  If  the  whole 
qujutity  of  the  United  Kingdom  be  taken  at  one 
hu«>ired  and   twenty  millions,  and   if  two  third 
pafci  be  used  by  the  British  and  Iri2>h  people,  it 
w^{  give  eighty  millions  of  pounds  for  sixteen 
motions  of  people,  or  five  pounds  per  head,  whe- 
ihlfjf-  infant  or  adult.     This   is  exclusive  of  for- 
ei/^tt  wool  and  the  increased  cotton   substitutes. 
In.^1>e  same  proportion,  the  United  Stales,  if  they 
co^vain  at   this   time  eight  millions  of  persons. 
w^i^d  require,  were  our  climates  as  cold,  forty 
mKHons  of  pounds.     If  it  be  considered  that  half 
ouj  population  lies  to  the  southward  of  Pennsyl- 
y&r)^,  aod  that  their  cotton  is  a  very  convenient 
substitute  for  wool,  it  would  appear  that  forty 
niillions  of  pounds  weight  of  sheep's  wool   is  a 
gooj  supply.    It  is  believed,  from  the  facts  stated 
aad  considerations  suggested   on   the  subject  of 
y>i)t^\,  that  the  supply  of  1812  does  not  fall  short 
of  tvventy  to  22,000,000  of  pounds.    Not  only  have 
shet'p  been  multiplied,  but  their  fleeces  have  been 
incci^ased  in  weight,  and  much  better  preserved. 
A  ysiy  few  years  must  increase  our  wool  to  forty, 
fifty,  or  sixty  millions  of  pounds,  when   the  ex- 
portation of  woollens  must  take  place;  for  it  is 
nctt.lloubted  that  our  housewives,  manufactures, 
andjnnschinery.  will  continue  to  make  up  all  the 
■wo^l  our  sheep  will  yield.     The  slocks  of  fine- 
wo||lled  sheep  in  Spain  and  Portugal  are  unhap- 
pily, diminished,  neglected,  and  injured,  as  well 
in;  0ie  fleeces  as  in  the  bodies  of  those  animals. 
0«if  principal  source  of  European  supply  of  fine 
vo^l   is  then   reddced  in  quantity  and   quality, 
whae   prices  are   advanced.     Our  own  stock  of 
fine^wool  is   therefore  the  more  convenient  and 
beneficial,  and  the  manufactory  of  it  is  the  more 
hugily   encouraged   and   greatly    assisted.      The 
QKift  strenuous  and  judicious  efforts  to  increase 
lbe«quaniity  and  quality  of  our  wool  have  occur- 
It'Jnwiihin  tlie  two  or  three  last  years,  while  our 
•dvipntiiious  gains  of  sheep  and  wool   have  been 
^rireater  than  in  any  past  time.    Yet,  the  man- 


ufacturers,  with  their  machinery,  have  so  in- 
creased and  extended  as  to  advance  the  prices  of 
wool,  and  even  to  produce  continued  importa- 
tions. Considerations  of  revenue,  at  least,  hare 
occasioned  the  actual  encouragement  of  increased 
duties,  in  the  last  year.  The  simplicity  of  the 
prevailing  colors  ia  the  woollen  branch,  for  some 
time,  has  been  favorable  to  the  United  States, 
and  continues  to  be  so  in  the  present  state  of  their 
woollen  manufacture.  Scarlet,  purple,  garnet, 
crimson,  claret,  maroon,  and  pea  green,  are  more 
difficult  to  dye,  fix,  and  finish,  than  drabs,  bottle 
greens,  grave  mixtures,  and  browns.  Several 
extensions  of  the  woollen  manufacture,  produced 
by  inlerrupiioiis  from  Europe,  and  by  the  increase 
ot  wool,  are  particularly  convenient  tothiscoQn- 
try.  because  they  do  not  require  the  aid  of  the 
fulling  mills,  and  may  therefore  be  executed  in 
families,  and  by  manufacturers  within  their  own 
working  places.  Flannels, common  woollen  stock- 
ings, and  hats,  are  among  the  goods  contemplated. 
These  are  commodities  of  very  great  consump- 
tion, and  as  necessary  as  any  other  woollen  goods 
for  the  general  population,  and  for  the  supply  of 
the  Army  and  Navy. 

The  spinning  wheel,  the  loom,  and  the  fulling 
mill,  are  real  aids  to  manual  labor.  The  two 
first  have  been  long  invented.  The  last  is  a  far 
more  recent  discovery.  It  has  been  little  im- 
proved since  its  invention.  If  nice  skill  in  using 
the  fulling  machinery  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  the  success  of  the  woollen  branch,  it  is 
very  desirable  to  awaken  the  most  particular  at- 
tention of  the  manufacturers  to  this  operation 
and  mill.  The  fulling  of  hosiery  is  practised  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  that  description  which  i-<  called 
the  Germantown  stockings.  It  particularly  adapts 
them  to  the  comfort  and  trying  service  of  the 
Army.  The  fulling  of  hats  is  yet  a  manual 
labor.  Wool,  and  other  animal  substances,  are 
capable  of  being  fulled.  Vegetable  substances 
are  not  deemed  capable  of  that  operation.  The 
improved  carding,  spinning,  and  shearing  ma- 
chines, the  house-cloth  loom,  and  stocking-cloth 
loom,  are  all  capable  of  saving  labor.  Dying 
saves  the  domestic  labor  and  expense  of  washing, 
while  it  prevents  all  that  injury  to  the  pleasant- 
ness and  beauty  of  woollen  cloths,  which  fre- 
quent washing  occasions. 

No  branch  of  manufactures  receives  so  <»reat 
an  accession  of  foreign  workmen  as  the  woollen 
branch,  because  the  raw  material  and  manufac- 
ture are  universal  in  Europe. 

No  branch  of  the  manufactures  of  the  United 
States  receives  so  great  a  propulsion,  from  our 
immense  landed  capital;  as  the  woollen  branch; 
because  sheep  are  produced  in  every  section  of 
our  country.  Cotton  has  a  natural  or  cliraute- 
rial  district,  and  requires  a  very  limited  portion 
ol  it.  Wheat  has  a  practical  district.  Hemp  and 
flax  are  limited  ia  their  cultivation  by  the  state 
of  population  and  employment.  All  these  re- 
quire the  steady  labor  of  many  hands.  But  the 
field  of  sheep  walks  is  as  extensive  as  our  terri- 
tory, and  sheep  farming  is  universal.  It  must 
become  very  extensive.     They  do,   themselves 
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much  towards  the  care  they  require.  The  quan- 
tity of  land  which  would  maintain  the  greatei^t  ' 
stock,  belonging  to  any  country  in  Europe,  is  but 
a  minor  fraction  of  our  soiU  Wool,  then,  must 
become  abundant,  and  household  manufactures, 
machines,  and  artisans,  insure  the  conversion  of 
it,  as  fast  as  it  will  increase,  into  materials  for 
apparel  and  furniture,  and  into  other  merchan- 
dise, for  domestic  and  foreign  trade  and  con- 
sumption. 

Of  all  raw  material*,  none  is  capable  of  con-  ' 
version  into  manufactures  so  favorable  to  health 
as   wool.     It   15   extensively    and    indispensably 
necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  blessing.     A 
great  number  of  persons,  of  both  sexes,  and  of 
nil  ages  and  conditions,  require  woollens  for  their 
comfort    and    their    safety.     There  is    no  other 
good  material  for  carpets;  no  other  capable  ma- 
terial for  common  hats  and  winter  stockings;  no 
other  which  preserves,  in  the  human  body,  that 
constant,  and  equable, and  insensible  perspiration, 
the  want  of  which  brings  early  pain,  disease,  and 
death.     No  material  for  cloths,  for  furniture,  and 
apparel,  is  so  safe  as  wool  in  respect  to  fire.     No 
abundant  one,  for  these  purposes,  is  so  capable  of 
economical  and  elegant  colorings  or  dyes.    Wool  j 
receives,  and  better  than  any  other  material  re-  { 
tains,   every    lint,   every   shade   of  color.     The 
goods  of  this  manufacture  are  of  very  great  va- ' 
nety  and  compass,  beginning  with  three  shillings  ' 
sterling  per  groce  of  yards,  in  the  shape  of  wool-  | 
len  bindings,  and  rising  to  fifteen  dollars  per  yard, 
in  the  form  of  superfine  broadcloths,  of  the  best 
Peruvian  or  Vicunia  wool. 

Iron. — The  red  appearance,  produced  by  iron, 
in   our   burnt  clay,   in  every   State   and   county. 
proves  that  character  or  quality  of  our  soil.     The 
ore  IS  very  abundant  and  widely  dirt"used.     The 
extraction  of  the  metal  in  the  best  condition,  the 
conversion  of  it  into  steel,  and  the  manufacture 
of  It  into  all  the  necessaries  and  conveniencies 
belonging  to  this  extensive  and  useful  branch,  are  j 
facilitated    by  the  omnipresence  of  wood,  and,  | 
consequently,  of  charcoal,  and  by  rich  and  nume-  | 
rous  veins  of  fossil   coal,  appearing,    in    many 
places,  on  the  surface  of  the  earth.     These  are 
present     magazines,    and     uncommonly    strong 
symptoms  of  immense  latent  treasures  of  that 
fuel.     The  manufacturers  of  iron  wares  loudly 
call    on    the  owners  of  mines  of  that  metal  to 
open  more  of  them,  and  to  work  the  whole  upon 
a  far  greater  scale.     Machinery,  to  work  up  pig 
iron,    has  been  wonderfully  invented,  extended, 
diversified,  and  multiplied,  in  this  country,  since 
the  impediments,  from  the  year  1750,  from  exter- 
nal legislation,  ceased  to  exist.     Every  year  en- 
larges and  diversifies  the  iron  and  steel  manufac- 
tures.    They  are  much  too  numerous  for  a  de- 
tailed statement.     Castings  have  been  made  in 
very  increased  quantities.     Those  for  the  use  of 
manufacturing  machinery  alone  have  been  com- 
puted  at  one   thousand    tons  per  annum.     The 
common  blacksmiths'  work,  though  of  necessity 
very  imperfectly  given  in  the  tables,  is  a  branch  of 
manufacture  oi  great  amount,  and  is  performed 
in  every  section  of  the  United  States,  however 


agricultural,  and  however  peopled.  The  im- 
provement of  the  system  and  tools  of  these 
workmen,  and,  particularly,  the  introduction  of 
labor-saving  machinery  into  their  shops,  would 
be  a  very  substantial  benefit  to  them  and  to  the 
country.  The  blacksmiths'  shop?  are,  in  effect, 
primary  schools  of  the  arts.  The  cut-nail  ma- 
chinery has  been  very  beneficially  introduced 
into  some  of  these  shops,  near  to  the  iron  fur- 
naces, insuring  the  profitable  employment  of  all 
the  time  not  otherwise  occupied.  It  is  like  the 
two  spinning  wheels  and  the^loom  among  the 
women  in  private  families.  The  greatest  nail- 
making  State  produces  at  the  rate  of  nine  pounds 
of  nails  for  each  person  in  the  State  ;  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  sixty-five  millions  of  pounds  for  the 
whole  white  population  of  the  United  States, 
were  equal  attention  paid  to  this  gainful  econo- 
my of  time  and  labor.  There  are  many  black- 
smiths and  nail-makers  among  the  people  of  Afri- 
can birth  and  descent. 

There  being,  in  effect,  no  limit  to  our  fund  of 
charcoal,  the  extraction  of  pig  metal  from  iron 
ore,  the  refining  of  iron  by  the  second  process,  as 
also  by  the  forge  hammer,  and  other  modes  of 
compression,  and  the  formation  of  it  into  manu- 
factures, by  all  the  operations  which  require  it  to 
be  heated  to  the  malleable  degree,  are,  therefore, 
performed  without  any  of  tlie  injuries  to  the 
m#tal,  arising  from  fossil  coal,  and  with  all  the 
benefits  resulting  from  carbonic  fuel.  As  the 
extent  of  our  territory  insures  a  very  great  dura- 
tion to  our  stock  of  charcoal,  by  mere  natural 
reproduction,  and  generally  without  the  labor 
and  expense  of  plantations,  our  iron  manufac- 
tures must  be  very  good,  permanent,  and  highly 
beneficial.  There  are  great  quantities  of  iron 
adjacent  to  forests,  which  continue  to  impede  the 
cultivation  of  the  richest  soils.  Practice,  the 
sciences,  and  imported  aid  and  skill,  add  yearly 
lo  the  degree  of  ability  we  possess  in  the  iron 
branch.  The  rolling  and  slitting  mills,  the  nail 
mill,  {tie  tilt  hammer,  the  grinding  and  polishing 
mill,  the  wire  mill,  and  all  the  great  variety  of 
iron  works,  except  the  common  furnace  and  forge, 
were  assumed  to  be  prohibited  by  the  act  of  the 
British  Parliament  of  the  year  1750.  restraining 
the  manufacture  of  iron  beyond  the  pig  and  the 
bar.  The  iron  and  steel  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  were  raised  in  1785  to  the  value  of  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  The  United  States  formerly 
exported  much  iron,  but  they  now  import  a  far 
greater  quantity  ia  bars,  and  some  rolled  and 
slit.  The  returns  of  the  quantity  of  iron  manu- 
factured are  very  imperfect,  yet  much  is  exhib- 
ited on  the  face  of  those  documents.  This  branch 
has  been  very  fruitful  in  inventions  and  labor- 
saving  devices,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  in 
the  moments  when  we  feared  difficulty  and  in- 
jury for  the  want  of  certain  necessary  things,  the 
manufacture  has  been  suddenly  attained  and  es- 
tablished. This  is  remarkably  the  case  as  to 
common  steel,  iron  wire,  and  edge  tools,  the  man- 
ufactures of  all  wiiich  have  been  greatly  advanced 
since  1810.  The  variety  of  iron  goods  returned 
by  some  of  the  States  and  counties,  proves,  to  all 
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wb<)  are  acquainted  with  this  country,  that  great 
qu^Diities  and  values  of  the  same  kinds  of  goods 
artjoniitted  in  the  returns  from  other  States  and 
«o«Dtie5i.  The  innprovement  and  extension  of 
tim  cast-iron  manufactures,  including  cannon. 
cai  solidly,  with  a  spruce  head,  and  bored  out, 
lia{e  been  very  great.  The  saving  of  the  labor 
of  >he  manual  hammer,  which  is  a  chief  bene6t 
of  :mall  castings,  and  of  the  tilt  and  trip-ham- 
niehi  have  given  extraordinary  activity  to  this 
tua^jch  of  the  iron  manufactory. 
!    'the  course  of  things  is  very  strikingly  altered 

f^i^i  respect  to  both  the  commerce  and  manufac- 
urt  of  iron.  The  iron  branch  is  more  extensive 
|o(|  perfect  in  Great  Britain  than  in  any  other 
country.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  therefore,  that 
cottifiderable  quantities  of  iron  and  steel  are  im- 
porjed,  even  from  that  country,  into  the  United 
iita^c^,  proving  our  capacity  to  manufacture  iron 
goc^s.  The  duty  alone  prevents  much  more 
cftofriderable  importations  of  British  iron.  The 
£3)|lish  iron  njimufactures  were  very  extensive 
ii^  Vt83.  But  in  each  of  the  five  years  preceding 
IWCf),  they  imported,  on  an  average.  41,000  tons 
K}W  bar  iron.  Many  British  workmen  of  their 
f*^aces  and  forges  have  migrated  to  the  States 
«ij|  ^he  Baltic,  and  to  other  parts  of  the  world,  in- 
di(*d  by  the  temptations  of  countries  full  of  iron 
a^(|  wood.  The  scale  upon  which  iron  works 
h^^ife  been  lately  conducted  in  Great  Britain.'the 
irteof  the  steam-power,  and  the  charring  of  pit- 
c#<^,  have  produced  great  benefits  to  the  owners 
Of  iron  works.  Everything  that  saves,  or  which 
iVe^juivalent  to  the  saving  of  labor,  in  the  busi- 
Di-4  of  the  furnaces,  is  of  peculiar  importance  to 
t^e;  countries  possei^sing  abundance  of  iron  ore. 
Tjhj;  extension  of  our  manufactures  is  not  im- 
p^cfed  by  any  want  of  the  means  to  work  it, 
•vjfhi^a  procured  in  the  first  simple  state  of  pig 
rjfejal.  The  extraction  of  metal  from  the  ore 
ij|vt»lves  much  expensive  labor.  Much  business 
i*  Jone  in  labor-saving  manufactories,  much  in 
tl^eJ  common  manual  shops,  since  we  can  make 
tt|eiwire  and  working  cards,  and  cannon,  small 
piils.  and  anchors,  spinning-wheel  irons,  and. 
tt|i{l-work.  screws,  and  ploughshares;  and  as  we 
hin'^e  raised  the  price  of  bar-iron  from  sixty  to 
p<ti  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  since  our  Revolu- 
lii^,  our  capacity  in  the  iron  branch  cannot  be 
iiji|bled.  But  the  most  weighty  fact,  respecting 
t'Vej  state  of  our  iron  manufactures,  is.  that  we 
f^ifnot  procure  enough  of  pig  metal  and  bars  to 
Sittfefy  the  great  and  increasing  demands  of  labor- 
>:i^ng  mills  and  machines,  and  our  numerous 
handicraft  workmen.  A  principal  improvement 
in  l^e  iron  manufacture  would  be  to  make  more 
vWjiable  descriptions  of  goods,  such  as  cutlery, 
fiji<^  tools,  needles,  watch-springs,  and  other  nice 
vija^es. 

'  Jfemp. — The  growers  of  this  raw  material  are 
s%'\k  to  suffer  very  considerably  from  the  sacrifice 
0^  'the  quantity  and  value  of  their  crops,  by  im- 
lifi^eciions  in  rotting  and  preparing  it  for  the 
if^Qufacturers.  An  injurious  conversion  of  a 
Srsat  number  of  strong  and  good  fibres  into  tow 
byMhe  want  of  skill  and  care  in  the  preparation 
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of  it  for  the  spinner,  too  often  occurs.  This 
strong  and  harsh  raw  material  is  also  rather  un- 
suitable to  the  numerous  class  of  female  spinners 
and  weavers.  Th»  labor  of  the  culture,  prepara- 
tion, and  manufacture  of  hemp,  occasions  it  to  be 
nearly  excluded  Irom  the  operations  of  household 
manufactures,  in  which  respect  it  is  on  a  less  con- 
venient footing  than  flax.  Its  great  importance 
to  defence  obviously  recommends  hemp  to  the 
most  particular  attention  and  consideration.  Its 
region,  its  soil,  its  seed,  its  mode  of  gathering, 
rotting,  freeing  from  the  slalk,  dressing,  keepin^^ 
spinning,  weaving,  finishing,  and  uses,  merit 
thorough  investigation,  very  intelligible  specifi- 
cation, and  extensive  diffusion,  so  as  to  ascertain, 
preserve,  and  make  known,  all  those  things,  with 
the  best  instruments  of  its  culture,  preparation, 
and  manufacture,  and  the  selection  of  its  seed  for 
propagation,  oil-making,  and  all  other  uses. 

In  the  spinning  of  hempen  yarn,  water  and 
steam-mills  have  been  introduced.  In  making 
twine,  and  even  in  making  cables,  horse  machi- 
nery is  used.  The  improvements  in  weaving  are 
more  likely  to  be  successful  in  the  manufacture 
of  hemp  than  in  any  other  raw  materia!,  from 
the  great  strength  of  the  yarn. 

No  manufacture  appears  to  demand,  in  a  greater 
degree,  the  aid  of  joint  stock,  or  a^sociation5  of 
capitalists  and  manufacturers.  It  is  possible  that 
such  companies  might  very  favorably  affect  the 
cultivation  of  hemp,  by  purchasing  it  of  the 
planter,  in  the  state  in  which  it  is  first  separated 
from  the  root  or  ground,  in  the  manner  in  which 
some  of  the  Louisiana  cane-growers  sell  to  a 
sugar  manufacturer,  the  stalks  of  the  cane,  as 
soon  as  they  have  been  cut.  Such  divisions  of 
labor  have  many  favorable  effects,  and  some  par- 
ticularly desirable  in  this  country.  When  the 
manufacturer  buys  sugar-canes  to  make  sugar, 
or  hemp  in  the  stalk,  to  rot  and  otherwise  pre- 
pare, he  in  effect  carries  his  manufacturing  labor- 
ers into  the  present  system  of  cultivation,  by 
making  them  perform  certain  labors,  which  the 
farmer's  people  have  hitherto  performed.  The 
manufacturer  also  brings  his  money  earlier  into 
the  hands  of  the  farmer  or  planter,  and  he  saves 
him  all  the  capital  requisite  for  works,  tools,  in- 
struments, and  wages.  The  operations  of  the 
manufacturer  also  save  labor,  either  by  machi- 
nery, or  by  the  superior  skill  and  dexterity  of 
those  who  follow  one  art  or  branch  of  industry. 
There  is  an  useful  reaction  of  all  the  adjacent 
arts  and  trades  upon  the  neighboring  cultivators, 
leading  to  care  in  all  the  parts  of  agriculture 
necessary  to  the  production  of  excellent  goods  in 
the  best  condition.  Our  numerous  flour-millers 
are  ever  checking  the  farmers  who  offer  them 
bad  kinds  of  wheat,  or  unclean,  or  mixed  with 
rye  or  garlic. 

Positions  in  the  best  hemp  districts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  the  strong  nature  of  the  soil 
tempts,  or  impels  to  the  cultivation  of  hemp,  and 
where  fossil  coal  abounds,  appear  to  be  fit  places 
to  bring  forward  the  manufacture  of  hempen 
cloths,  yarns,  twiner,  and  all  other  goods  which 
are  convenient  to  handle,  to  store,  and  to  trans- 
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port;  and  which  are  not,  like  cables,  and  ships' 
cordage,  liable  to  be  injured  by  the  tar  used  in 
their  manufacture.  By  manufacturing  hemp  at 
the  place  of  its  growth,  in  such  situations  in 
Kentucky,  the  great  and  useless  charges  of  trans- 
porting the  offal,  the  tow,  and  the  good  hemp,  in 
an  unmanufactured  state,  would  be  avoided. 
The  best  part  of  the  materials,  increased  in  value 
by  the  costs  and  profits  of  the  manufacturing, 
would  belter  sustain  the  charges  of  sending  them 
to  the  other  States,  or  to  the  seaports,  for  the  for- 
eign trade.  This  raw  material  affords  the  strong- 
est evidence  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  manu- 
factures, and  of  adjacent  manufacturers,  espe- 
cially by  labor-saving  machinery,  to  the  pros- 
perity of  agriculture,  and  to  the  certainty  of  pub- 
lic supplies.  Had  we  not  cultivated  and  manu- 
factured hemp,  in  the  time  of  peace,  we  must 
have  suffered  for  want  of  the  manufactures  in 
time  ot  war.  Measures,  even  to  force  such  man- 
ufactures as  are  really  necessary  to  the  public 
safety,  are  not  uncommon  in  the  United  States. 
A  printed  investigation  into  the  cultivation, 
manufacture,  and  uses  of  hemp,  with  engravings, 
from  the  seed  to  the  completion  in  cordage, 
cloths,  and  other  supplies  of  war,  by  sea  and  land, 
would  be  of  great  public  advantage.  One  for- 
eign nation  went  into  such  a  measure,  and  dis- 
played before  the  people,  in  the  most  perspicu- 
ous manner,  all  the  operations  of  forty  arts  and 
trades,  most  important  to  agriculture,  war,  do- 
mestic service,  and  foreign  trade.*  No  country 
would  be  more  promptly  moved  by  such  meas- 
ures than  the  United  States.  The  minds  of  the 
people  are  open  to  useful  information,  and  those 
who  receive  conviction  from  such  information 
are  under  no  restraints  of  local  or  professional 
privileges.  The  freedom  of  trades,  and  the  free- 
dom 01  towns,  as  they  exist  in  some  countries, 
are  deductions  from  the  general  freedom  of  the 
national  industry. 

Flax. — Habit, convenience, and  necessity, espe- 
cially without  the  bounds  of  the  cotton  district 
of  the  United  States,  occasion  an  extensive  cul- 
tivation, preparation,  and  manufacture,  of  this 
raw  material.  The  foreign  countries  which  are 
most  distinguished  in  this  branch,  have  not  yet 
made  any  considerable  use  of  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery, and  have  few  regular  factories  in  which 
flax  is  prepared,  spun,  twisted,  or  wove.  They 
have,  until  lately,  depended  entirely  upon  house- 
hold industry  for  the  preparation  and  spinning. 
In  the  United  States,  the  branch  has  ru.en  to  Us 
present  considerable  height  chiefly  by  the  same 
means.  Within  a  few  years,  machinery,  saving 
labor  in  a  greater  degree  than  the  common  spin- 
ning wheel,  has  been  introduced  into  regular 
establishments,  and  even  into  private  families; 
also  machinery,  to  double,  ^reble,  and  twist. 
There  appears  no  reason  to  (TOubt  that  the  flax 
manufacture  will  maintain  a  respectable  ground 
in  the  United  States,  by  the  industry  of  common 
spinners  and  weavers,  by  little  and  great  labor- 

•  The   French  exposition  of  the  arts  and   trades, 
called  "  Dictionnure  des  Arts  et  Metiers." 


saving  machines,  by  the  fly  shuttle,  and  by  some 

of  the  improvements  of  the  loom.  Such  an  in- 
vestigation and  display  of  all  the  operations  and 
instruments  of  the  culture  and  manufacture  of 
flax,  as  have  been  suggested  in  regard  to  hemp, 
would  be  equally  useful  with  a  view  to  profit, 
though  not  so  important  to  the  defence  of  the 
country.  The  spinners  and  weavers  demand  of 
our  merchants  their  constant  aid  in  the  importa- 
tion of  flax,  for  our  cultivators  do  not  keep  pace 
with  the  wants  and  progress  of  the  maaulac- 
turers;  and  in  proportion  as  labor-saving  machi- 
nery and  capital  shall  be  introduced  into  this 
branch,  still  greater  exertions  of  the  landed  in- 
terest will  become  necessary.  The  household 
manufacture  of  flax  is  the  most  general,  and  the 
most  familiar  of  all  liie  family  operations,  relat- 
ing to  cloths  for  apparel  and  furniture  in  the 
United  Stales.  In  consequence  of  habits  so  pre- 
vailing, all  we  can  raise  is  manufactured,  and  all 
we  can  import.  This  branch  also  affords  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  even  handicraft  operations  will 
succeed  in  the  household  way. 

Gold,  Silver,  and  the  finer-mixed  Metals. — The 
increase  of  capital,  with  the  consequent  freedom 
of  consumption  and  extension  of  manufactures 
and  commerce,  has  occasioned  goods  made  of 
these  materials  to  be  creatly  multiplied,  diversi- 
fied, and  improved.  Gold  and  silver  wares  are 
made  in  all  the  considerable  towns,  and  have 
reached  a  very  high  degree  of  convenience,  ex- 
cellence, and  beauty,  in  some  places.  They  are 
not  only  equal  to  every  possible  demand  of  the 
country,  but  our  present  workmen  could  make  a 
stock  of  gold  and  silver  wares,  for  foreign  sale, 
equal  to  the  quantity  exported  by  any  nation  of 
Europe.  With  common  care,  the  standard  qual- 
ity IS  good  and  uniform,  the  branch  being  in  the 
hands  of  an  intelligent  and  respectable  class  of 
citizens,  and  if  it  were  chosen  to  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  quality  in  such  inconsiderable  degree  as 
to  make  the  silver  plate  a  little  superior  to  the 
purest  foreign  standard,  and  to  establish  an  assay^ 
the  operation  would  probably  be  quite  as  pleasing 
to  the  conductors  of  this  branch  of  our  manufac- 
tures as  it  would  be  practicable  and  easy. 

The  use  of  rollers,  and  other  contrivances,  to 
save  labor  in  some  degree,  have  been  gradually 
introduced  into  the  gold  and  silver  manufactory  ; 
but,  being  numerous,  they  have,  though  small,  at 
length  reached  to  a  considerable  aggregate  ina- 
portance.  They  would,  indeed,  be  at  this  time 
highly  convenient  and  valuable,  did  not  taste  and 
fashion,  to  the  dominion  of  which  this  branch  is 
peculiarly  subject,  render  it  unsafe  to  make  a  too 
large  stock  of  goods,  though  exhibiting,  in  their 
forms,  every  line  of  beauty  and  of  grace. 

The  goldbeater's  trade,  or  that  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  gold  leaf,  has  been  recently  introduced 
into  the  United  States.  The  rnetal  is  prepared 
by  labor-saving  rollers,  which  reduce  it  to  the 
thickness  of  a  hard,  lough,  and  very  thin  letter 
paper.  Silver  is  similarly  manufactured  into 
leaf.  The  city  of  New  York  has  attracted  the 
most  conspicuous  and  greatest  number  of  these 
artists.     It  is  understood  that  they  are  well  esiab- 
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&{i|ied  and  prosperous.  The  workmen  of  Europe, 
j^il^  all  branches  such  as  this,  are  much  incom- 
}Qp(}ed  by  the  fluctuations  and  distresses  of  that 
yt|arter  of  the  world,  and  they  now  6nd  encour- 
y^ment  here.  This  is  the  case  with  all  that  de- 
Jc^iption  of  artists  who  are  employed  in  making 
tlj|'  more  valuable  metal  ornaments,  trinkets,  set 
t*4rk,  of  glass,  valuable  stones,  and  paste,  in  gold, 
silver,  and  jewelry. 
Mated  work,  and  the  fine  and  common  mixed 

jtal  buttons  and  buckles,  are  made  in  very  con- 
!«ti|erable  quantities,  by  foreign  and  native  work- 
tv^o.  Ca.-tiug  and  machinery  afford  them  great 
4»istance. 

:  *Uutton  making  has  become  a  lucrative  and 
riejrular  employment  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
^>i  more  considerable  than  appears  by  the  re- 
Wjns.  The  rollers  for  small  and  fine  work  are 
ii(|^  sufficiently  numerous  and  dispersed,  or  all  the 
i;jt«ess-ary  supplies  might  be  made  with  ease.  The 
i^ing  and  stamping  apparatus  greatly  saves  la- 
^  in  button  making.  The  American  cast  but- 
tiny  is  so  cheap,  that  it  can  rarely  be  imported. 
W*ter  mills  and  steam  engines,  to  roll  and  stamp, 
i-aihe  manner  of  Europe,  will  quickly  possess  the 
Dljited  States  ol  the  entire  manufactory  of  but- 
tpis.  and  other  small  metal  goods,  for  seven  mil- 
bl<!jis  and  a  half  of  people,  with  opportunities  of, 
irj^e  and  unburdened  exportation.  ; 

; '  piides  and  Skins  of  domestic  and  vild  ani-  | 
.Wnt/*. — Every  description  and  variety  of  leather  ! 
islpaade  here.     Su  entirely  and  easily  are  the  raw 
ftAierials  worked  up  by  the  tanners,  leather  dres- 
.se^s,  and  other  manufacturers,  that  even  the  deer 
^n,  which   was   formerly  prepared    in   the   buff 
ijolde  only,  is  now  much  more  frequently  and  ex- 
fe$sively  lanned  and  dressed  as  russet  or  colored 
^ither.     That  species  of  skin  alone    has    been 
i^etofore  exported  in  the  unmanufactured  state. 
f*ine  and  delicate  skins,  which  were  not  formerly  \ 
ki^wn  as  raw  materials,  are  now  imported,  and 
biindsomely  dressed,  finished,  and  made   up   into 
b$ies'  shoes,  pocket  books,  and  other  goods.    The 
<l(i^uand  for  skins,  in  this  extensive  and  successful 
iit^iDch.  has  occasioned   a  curious  and   effective 
^y^ention.  to  split  skins,  producing  a  double  quan- 
ii&y  of  covers  for  books,  and  other  purposes.     The  ! 
f»&  skin  is  tanned   in  some  places,  but  it  is   too  ( 
yf^en  neglected  and  lost,  in  the  shape  of  mere  offal  ' 
^l^fresh,  pickled,  and  smoked    meat.     Being  par- 
iif^ularly  tit  to  make  strong  and    handsome  sad- 
^fcry,  the  farmers  will  profit  by  attention  to  the 
h^il  management   of  their   hog  skins,  in   all   the 
Sptes,  as  they  now  do  in  some.     The  proper  oil 
^(^fish  is  not  so  abundant  as  it  formerly  was.  nor 
•IJlainable  in  interior  situations,  without  a  great  : 
(*euse  ;  and  it  is  possible,  that  the  congenial  fat  ' 
vU  the  skin  of  this  animal  may  occasion  it  to  be 
^i^ter  and  more  easily  preserved  than  the  skins  of  I 
^yses  and  oxen.    A  judicious  course  in  manufac-  i 
|ufes  is  to  consider  the  true  fitness  of  the  various 
pliterials.  and  to  put  each  kind  to  its  proper   use.  ' 

/The  facility  and  utility  of  the  manufactory  of 
it^ther  IS  everywhere  such,  that  the  utmost  in- 
fe*|^u»'y  has  been  exercised  upon  the  subject  of 
itje  sources  of  the  raw  materials,  and  the  economy 

t  i 
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of  them  when  manufactured.  A  considerable 
premium  has  been  offered,  by  the  French  Got- 
ernment.  for  the  invention  of  the  best  and  cheap- 
est substitute  for  leather,  for  the  covers  of  books. 

It  would  favor  the  Indian  trade,  which  has  a 
great  tendency  to  conciliate  the  aborigenes,  if  the 
manufacture,  and  a  greater  consumption  of  deer 
skins,  could  be  effected  in  our  frontier  towns.  It 
would  giveactivity  to  the  Indian  commerce.  The 
transportation  of  dressed  skins  from  thence,  would 
not  be  subject  to  so  heavy  a  rate  of  expense,  in 
proportion  to  the  increased  value,  nor  would  they 
suffer,  in  their  substance,  as  they  now  do,  from 
the  worm,  and  from  fermentation  and  decay. 

The  present  and  constant  manufacture  of  all 
our  hides  and  skins,  affords  the  manufacturers  an 
opportunity  to  devise  and  perform  such  things 
as,  by  increasing  the  beauty  and  goodness  of  their 
commodities,  will  enhance  the  aggregate  value 
of  their  leather  branch.  Much  utility  and  profit 
may  be  derived  from  superior  tanning,  coloring, 
dressing,  workmanship,  fancy,  taste,  and  econo- 
my, in  the  whole  range  of  the  operations  of  the 
leather  manufacturers.  The  elegance  of  our  im- 
proved book  binding  is  an  example.  The  abund- 
ance of  farm  lands,  and  the  distance  of  many  of 
them  from  the  seaport,  render  it  certain  that  the 
United  States  will  always  be  one  of  the  greatest 
cattle  raising  and  meat  eating  countries.  Of 
course,  there  will  be  in  our  markets  a  great  quan- 
tity of  North  American  hides  and  skins.  Bark, 
lime,  and  water  sites,  are,  in  many  places,  rarer 
incidents  in  country  tanners'  possessions  and 
general  situation,  than  things  required  to  be  spe- 
cially sought,  purchased,  or  hired.  Whatever  is 
properly  made  of  leather,  is  a  commodity  of  the 
most  useful  and  durable  nature.  There  are  no 
commodities,  the  surplus  of  which  will  more 
certainly  command  a  good  and  sure  foreign 
market,  than  the  manufactures  of  this  raw  ma- 
terial. As  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  of 
many  things  in  it,  give  a  great  fund  of  fixed 
and  necessary  capital  in  this  branch,  so  it  is 
true  that  there  is  a  very  lar?e  moneyed  capital 
constantly  employed  in  it.  The  Southern  plan- 
ters have,  in  many  instances,  made  tanning  a 
household  or  plantation  business,  which  they 
may  generally  do  with  a  little  attention  to  the 
practice,  and  the  addition  of  the  pleasure  of  a 
little  relative  chemical  reading.  Were  chemis- 
try, m  particular,  and  the  general  science  rela- 
tive to  the  fine  and  useful  arts  and  manufactures, 
made  a  branch  of  domestic  and  academical  in- 
struction, it  would  greatly  and  permanently  re- 
dound to  the  dignity  of  the  American  mind,  and 
the  solid  internal  profits  of  the  business  of  the 
country.  Such  a  course  of  instruction  may  be 
commenced  at  an  early  age:  for  exhibitions  of 
this  nature,  inteMal  compositions,  mixtures,  at- 
traction.", fermeDTalion^,  and  decompositions  of 
material  objects,  are  as  amusing  as  instructive, 
and  all  these  are  pleadingly  and  intelligibly  dis- 
payed  in  experimental  philosophy. 

It  is  believed  that  the  present  annual  value  of 
the  leather  manufactures  of  the  United  States 
exceeds  that  of  any  other  nation,  in  proportion  to 
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the  population,  though  the  prices  in  America  are 
lower, and  the  goods  are  nearly  all  of  the  useful  and 
necessary,  and  not  of  the  fine  and  showy  charac- 
ter; and,  as  they  are  chiefly  by  the  mere  manual 
industry,  and  are  not  much  aided  in  the  domestic 
or  household   way,  they  establish  our  capacity 
for  general  manufactures  in  the  ordinary  modes. 
!^Iaple  Sugar. — This  useful  and  valuable  com- 
modity lias  been  heretofore  generally  estimated 
as  one  which   this  country  was  rather  able  than 
likely  ever  to  manufacture  in  a  considerable  quan- 
tity ;  yet,  incomplete  as  manifestly  are  the  gen- 
eral tables,  in  which  eight  only  of  the  twenty-six 
districts  return  the  maple  sugar   manufactured. 
and  defective  as  are  the  subordinate  returns  from 
nea/ly  all  the  States  which  have  noticed  the  com- 
modity, It  is  found  that  nine  millions  six  hundred 
and  sixty-five  thousand  one   hundred  and  eight 
pounds  of  maple  sugar  are  proved  to  have  been 
made   in   the  year  1810.     It  is  considered  that 
seventeen  millions  and  one-half  of  foreign  sugar, 
with  perhaps  three  millions  and  one-half  more,  of 
maple  sugar,  supplied  our  consumption  in  1790, 
when  the  population  was  four  millions  of  persons. 
Four  millions  of  pounds  might  be  added  for  the 
weight  of  molasses  used  in  substance.     Our  pre- 
sent population  would,  therefore,  probably  enjoy 
a   comfortable    hut   moderate   supply   of  foreign 
and  domestic  sugar,  in   fitly  millions  of  pounds 
of  the  crude  or  Muscovado,  allowing,  for  obvious 
reasons,  a  freer  consumption  now  than  heretofore. 
It  is  not  rare  for  careful,  attentive   families   to 
make  three  or  four   hundred  pounds  weight  in  a 
season.     If  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  fam- 
ilies (of  the  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand   families  which  compose   this  nation) 
were  to   make   only  two  hundred   pounds  each, 
or  five  hundred  thousand  of  those  families  were 
to  make  no  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  each, 
we  should    have    the    requisite    supply   of  fifty 
millions  of  pounds.     The   State  of  Ohio,  with 
a    population    equal    to    about    one-thirty-third 
j)art  of  that  of  the  United  States,  returns  three 
millions  and   iweniy-lhree  thousand   eight  hun- 
dred and  six   pounds  of  maple    sugar.      If   the 
whole  Union  were  to  manufacture  at  that  rate,  it 
would    produce   above   one   hundred   millions   of 
pounds.     Thus  are  the  calculations   of  the  year 
1790  fully  realized,  though  deemed  then  sanguine 
and  fanciful.    The  preservation  and  general  prop- 
agation of  the  sugar  maple  tree,  therefore,  very 
strongly  press  upon  the  public  consideration.  This 
substantial  and  energetic   nation  can  effect,  with 
ease,  what  the  youngest  member  of  the  Union,  in 
1810,  struggling  with  the  forest  and   the  savage, 
performed  in  mere  ordinary  course.     The  thor- 
ough investigation   and  display   of  this   subject, 
from  the  natural  history  of  the  tree,  through  the 
course  of  exposure,  seasons,  treatment,  manage- 
ment, and  manufacture,  till  its  formation  into  re- 
fined loaf  sugar,  and  to  the  death  and  new  plan- 
tation of  the  tree,  with  its  qualities  and  various 
uses  as  wood,  and  with  due  attention    to  the   im- 
plements, utensils,  process  in  a  manufacturing  and 
in  a  chemical  view,  in  all  the  pos>ibIe  details,  ap- 
pears to  be  earnestly  demanded  of  the  Govern- 


ment.   This  effort  would  induce  its  reward  in 
almost    every   township,    by   the    benefits    which 
would  result  from  the  mere  excitement  of  a  gen- 
eral attention  to  the  manufacture  of  so  pleasant, 
so  profitable,  and  so  nutritious  a  production.     To 
be  fully  and  universally  aware  of  an  attainable 
advantage  is,  in  such  a  case,  to  insure  the  atten- 
tion  necessary  to  obtain   and    preserve   it.     The 
season  of  making  maple  sugar  is  from  the  middle 
of  February  to  the  end  of  .March,  when  the  farmer 
and    his    family    have  little   business   to  employ 
them.     Five  pounds  have  been  stated  as  the  pro- 
duce of  a  tree  ;  but  if  four,  and  even  three,  pounds 
be  taken  from  each  tree,  on  an  average,  seventeen 
millions  of  trees  will  produce  fifty-one  millions 
of  pounds  of  sugar.     There  are  frequently  forty 
trees  upon  an  acre  of  land  ;  but,  if  there  he  only 
thirty-four,  then  five  hundred  thousand  acres  (a 
quantity   of  land    inferior   to   very   many   single 
counties  in  the  United  Slates)  will  yield  the  whole 
necessary  supply.     The  reserved  wood  lands  of 
our  farms  is,  on  a  medium,  more  than  a   fourth 
part,  even  in  our  old  counties;  wherefore,  a  tract 
of  two  millions  of  acres  (of  which   three-fourths 
might  be  cleared  for  the  plough)  would  fully  suf- 
fice.    This  quantity  may  be  considered  as  about 
one-thirteenth  or  fourteenth  part  of  a   State  as 
large  as  the  lands  of  New  York  or  Pennsylvania, 
uncovered    by   streams    and    lakes.      Our    rough 
mountain    land    will    produce    this   tree.     It   has 
been  credibly  certified,  that  a  single  township,  in 
the  Stale  of  New  York,  produced  one   hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  weight  of  maple  sugar 
in  the  infancy,  or  seventh  year  of  iis  settlement. 
It  will  be  observed,  that  the  manufacture  is  proved 
by  the  annexed   tables,  in  Parts  III  and   IV,  al- 
ready to  take  place  in  the  Northern  State  of  Ver- 
mont and  in  the  Southern  Slate  of  Tennessee, 
and  in  many  parts  of  the  intermediate  country, 
establishing  the  region  of  the  sugar  maple  tree 
and  manufacture  to  be  several  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  acres.     The   tree  is  abundant   in   more 
southern  districts.     As  it  is  at  present  considered 
necessary  to  impart  lo  the  wine  of  the  Corinth  or 
currant  fruit  a  greater  degree  of  the  saccharine 
character  than  it   has   from    nature,  the   general 
presence  of  tlie  maple  tree,  and  the  universal  ca- 
pacity of  our  country  to  produce  the  red,  white, 
and  black  currants,  are  facts  apparently  worthy 
of  the  public  attention.     Maple  sugar,  within  my 
personal  knowledge,  has  been  so  well  refined  as 
to  have  been  served  to  the  largest  circles   of  for- 
eign and  American  evening  visiters  at  the  house 
of  the  late  President  Washington.     The  quality 
was  of  that  real  excellence,  which  ihe  double  re- 
fined white  loal  sugar  (from  the  cane)  of  the  late 
Mr.  Edward  Pennington,  of  Philadelphia,  is  gen- 
erally known  to  have  possessed.     Information  as 
to  the  proper  quantity  an3  use  of  quick  lime,  and 
some  directions  to  avoid  waste  and  injury  in  the 
operation  of  boiling,  are  the  principal  instructions 
wanteJ  by  our  farmers  and  planters  to  make  good 
Muscovado  sugar  from   the   proper  kind  of  the 
American  maple  tree.     While  the  Governments 
of  Europe  labor  so  incessantly  to  discover  a  vege- 
table production  which  will  yield  them  sugar,  we 
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^(t^oy,  from  the  gift  of  Proridence,  a  jjreat  faTor 
kix^he  sugar  maple  trees  which  overspread  our 
•^(iiiDtry.  Ii"  we  have  but  a  limited  (^uantiiy  of 
vaftie  land,  it  is  happy  that  we  possess  very  many 

rore  ihaa  the  requisite  number  of  sugar  maple 
ees. 
/  '^he  subsiitution  of  this  sugar  for  molasses,  or 
liiij  use  of  It  when  it  reaches  the  condition  and 
.y3siance  of  molasses,  is  a  further  object  to  our 
(|4ntry.  which  imports  many  millions  of  gallons 
cpjhat  commodity  from  foreign  countries.  With 
j^'i'jew  to  the  econonjy  of  drink,  this  is  a  most 
if tfresting  consideration. 

^. J5ut  sugar  and  molasses  are  so  auxiliary  to 
h^tjsehold  preparations  of  various  kinds,  and  to 
sjveral  great  and  small  manufactures,  and  they 
af»f so  acceptable  to  the  great  mass  of  our  increas- 
iift*  population,  that  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
t^a^  there  might  be  a  good  market  for  all  the 
s^^r  we  can  procure,  not  only  from  our  canes 
aj)^  n)aple  trees,  but  by  the  most  active  com- 
nji^fce.  Consumption  at  home,  and  free  exporta- 
lnjk,  will  ever  support  the  price.  Sugars  of  every 
qtJU,lity  huve  increased  in  value  throughout  the 
<fQ;ld  within  a  few  years. 

^he  Sugar  of  the  Cane.—Th\s  interesting 
Cifimodity  is,  in  the  United  Stales,  in  the  crude 
f(|rrVa,  little  more  than  an  agricultural  production, 
ajsfl.  in  its  best  refined  condition,  an  elegant  and 
gVa^eful  manufacture.  After  the  acquisition  of 
afc|ine  district,  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  it 
y\if  apprehended  that  the  Constitutional  imped- 
ifi^nt  to  the  importation  of  slaves  would  have  at 
cjiije  deprived  us  of  much  cane  sugar,  which  our 
nV'i^ly  acquired  country  would  produce,  and,  in 
s*rjie  degree,  affect  the  prosperity  of  the  Delta  of 
t.Se|  Mississippi.  But  the  reported  production  of 
Djn^  million:*  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  thou- 
s<in|l  pounds  of  the  sugar  of  the  cane  in  Lower 
Ljojisiana,  in  the  year  ISIO,  with  one  hundred 
a^(^  seventy-nine  thousand  five  hundred  gallons 
o;  jaolasses,*  is  considered  as  far  short  of  what 
th'af  country  will  be  quickly  made  to  produce, 
bj  |he  general  adoption  of  the  new  and  curious 
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op^ations  in  the  culture  of  cane  and  the  manu- 
facture of  sugar,  which  are  found  to  be  practica- 
bif,;'  The  new  course  appears  worthy  of  partic- 
ui;af  attention. 

Ilpstead  of  the  employment  of  slaves,  requiring 
a -Vpy  burdensome  advance  of  capital,  and  an 
expensive  sabsistence,  the  occasional  labor  of 
neighboring  or  transient  hired  white  persons  is 
oFitvi  used  to  prepare  the  grounds  with  the  plough 
aii(Mharrow,  to  plant  the  new  canes,  to  dress  the 
oi»l  Jones,  and  to  clear  the  growing  plants  from 
w^'rtds.  The  same  nr  other  white  laborers  are 
a^ej-wards  employed  by  the  planters  to  cut,  and 
st|ic^  under  cover,  the  ripened  canes,  so  as  t  > 
p^|are  them  for  the  grinding  mill  and  boiler. 
Tof  operation  of  planting  occurs  after  the  sickly 
aiitiranal  season,  and  before  the  vernal ;  and  the 
u|jt4alion  of  cutting  also  occurs  in  the  healthy 

,•  .There  were  made,  also,  239,130  gallons  of  dis- 
\f*f  spiriu  out  of  239,130  gallons  of  molasges,  in 
A^>f  er  Louisiana,  in  the  year  1810. 
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season,  at  the  end  of  the  following  Autumn.   The 
service  is  not,  therefore,  unhealthy. 

It  is  considered  to  be  expedient  that  the  plan- 
ters who  own.  and  they  who  cultivate  the  soil, 
should  not  expend  great  sums  in  the  establish- 
ment of  mills  and  sets  of  works  on  all  the  sugar 
estates,  after  the  manner  of  the  West  India  col- 
onies of  the  European  States.  But  it  is  found 
more  convenient  and  profitable  to  leave  the  busi- 
ness of  grinding  and  boiling  to  one  manufacturer 
of  Muscovado  sugar,  for  a  number  of  planters. 
These  persons,  like  the  owners  of  grain  mills  and 
saw-gin  mills,  can  be  employed  for  a  toll  in  kind 
or  part  of  the  produce,  or  for  a  compensation  in 
money.  By  this  method  a  tract  of  two  miles 
square,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  perches 
square,  which  will  contain  twenty-five  plantations 
ol  above  one  hundred  and  two  acres  each,  may 
be  accommodated  by  one  central  manufactory  of 
Muscovado  sugar  from  the  cane  stalks  :  for  none 
of  the  plantations  will  be  more  distant  from  the 
boiler  than  a  ^ingle  mile — a  mere  city  porter- 
age or  cartage.  Refineries,  making  white  sugar, 
and  distilleries,  may  be  added,  and  the  economy 
and  accomm(»dation  to  the  planters  will  be  more 
complete. 

The  effect  of  this  division  of  labor  and  owner- 
ship will  be  rapidly  to  bring  into  the  most  com- 
plete and  productive  cultivation  all  the  cane  lands 
in  the  United  Slates,  and  to  advance  the  various 
manufactures  of  this  valuable  and  wholesome 
agricultural  production.  The  easy  and  cheap 
maintenance  of  cattle,  the  abundant  supplies  of 
provisions  and  building  materials  for  man  and 
beast,  and  the  redundance  of  fuel  and  cask  lum- 
ber, with  the  benefits  to  our  planters  from  being 
more  frequently  and  comfortably  their  own  stew- 
ards and  overseers,  will  greatly  redound  to  their 
convenience  and  profits.  The  exempiion  from 
duly  on  their  Muscovado  sugar,  their  refined 
white  sugar,  their  molasse<,  and  iheir  rum,  is  a 
very  great  advantage  to  the  manufacturers  of 
and  from  the  brown  sugar  and  molasses  of  the 
United  States.* 

IVines  nfthe  Grape. — The  proper  wines  of  the 
grape,  of  the  best  qualities,  are  those  produced  ia 
various  climates  which  are  found  in  the  United 
States,  if  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  indica- 
tions of  temperature  which  I  have  ventured  to 
suggest.  To  the  kinds  of  that  liquor  which  hare 
been  mentioned,  the  celebrated  wine,  called  Tokay, 
may  be  added.  It  is  produced  near  a  place  of  the 
same  name,  situated  in  Hungary,  in  49"  north,  in 
a  temperature  approaching  to  that  of  Champagne, 
one  of  the  best  wine  districts  of  France.  This 
situation  may  be  considered  as  nearly  correspon- 
ding with  that  of  the  country  around  the  common 
pointof  contact  of  Virginia.  Maryland,  and  Penn- 
sylvania. The  exquisite  wines  ol  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  particularly  the  red  and  while  Con- 
staniia.  which  are  produced  in  34°  South,  a  posi- 
tion deemed  colder  than  the  same  latitude  North, 

•  It  i«  understood  that  the  sugar  cane  has  been  suc- 
cessfully cultiTaled  on  the  coast  of  (ieorgia,  within 
thirty  or  forty  miles  of  the  ocean. 
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may  be  also  added.  The  Madeira  produces  there 
an  excellent  wine. 

It  has  be(!n  understood,  within  a  short  time,  that 
some  enterprising  and  well  informed  emigrants 
from  Germany,  after  careful  experiments,  have 
considered  the  temperature  of  the  southwestern 
corner  of  Pennsylvania  as  suitable  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Rhenish  and  Moselle  qualities  of 
wines.  This  fact  contributes  to  support  the  opin- 
ion, that  it  will  be  safe  to  count  the  degrees  and 
minutes  of  common  temperature  in  Europe  and 
North  America,  respectively,  from  Lisbon  and 
St.  Augustine  or  New  Orleans. 

It  appears  by  the  returns,  that  about  ninety-six 
quarter  casks  (a  quantity  of  good  red  wine  wor- 
thy of  notice)  have  been  made  by  a  few  Swiss 
settlers,  from  the  Madeira  and  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  grapes. on  the  river  Ohio,  in  about  39"  North 
latitude,  in  the  Territory  of  Indiana.  It  is  also 
understood,  that  a  good  wine,  really  fit  for  table 
use.  has  been  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia, 
in  South  Carolina.  Other  experiments  have 
been  made,  with  various  success. 

The  grape  vine  of  several  distinctly  different 
species  is  indi^^enous  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
found  in  every  degree  of  latitude,  from  the  river 
St.  Croix  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is,  doubtless, 
from  such   original  stocks,  in  corresponding  tem- 

f>eratures  of  Europe,  that  its  several  present  excel- 
ent  wine  grapes  have  been  obtained  by  selection, 
choice  of  position, and  >oil  and  cultivation.  The 
skill  of  the  wine  makers,  resulting  from  practice, 
and  improved  by  the  relative  arts,  has  curiously 
perfected  the  manufacture  of  wine.  This  com- 
modity rewards,  by  profit  and  pleasure,  the  skill 
and  exertion  of  its  improvers.  A  striking  differ- 
ence, very  interesting  to  the  United  States,  occurs 
in  the  characters  of^ certain  great  classes  of  for- 
eign wines,  extensively  used  in  this  country,  a 
statement  and  attempt  to  explain  which  may 
contribute  to  improve  the  future  operations  of  the 
wine  makers  of  ihe  United  States. 

It  has  been  constantly  observed  that,  although 
the  superior  red  and  white  wines  of  France  (the 
Burgundy,  the  finer  Clarets,  and  Champagne,  and 
the  Saulerne)  are  proved  by  the  hydrometer  to 
be  as  strong  as  some,  and  stronger  than  others,  of 
the  wines  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  their  wine 
islands,  (the  Sherry,  the  Papharetta.  the  Lisbon, 
the  Carcavella,  the  Madeira,  the  Teneriffe,  the 
Fayal,  and  the  St.  Michael's,)  yet  the  French 
wines  can  only  be  kept  in  bottles  well  corked  and 
sealed,  while  the  latter  are  qonstantly  kept  upon 
tap,  in  half  emptied  casks.  It  is  also  observed, 
that,  within  a  few  hours  after  the  uncorking  of  a 
bottle  of  French  wine,  especially  of  any  of  the 
superior  qualities,  it  becomes  sensibly  bad,  while 
these  white  wines  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  their 
islands,  remain  good,  and  some  of  them  even  im- 
prove in  decanters,  which  by  accident  have  re- 
mained long  unstopped.  This  difference  is  con- 
sidered to  be  occasioned  by  the  fact,  thai  the  spirit 
of  the  French  wine  is  its  own  natural  and  proper 
fermented  spirit,  while  ihe  Portuguese  and  Span- 
ish wines  have,  in  addition  to  their  fermented, 
infusions   of  distilled   spirits   or    brandy.      The 


French  wines,  soon  after  their  exposure  to  the 
air,  by  the  drawing  of  the  cork,  are  believed  to 
recommence  fermentation,  and  are  quickly  in- 
jured, having  been  before  sufficiently  and  most 
perfectly  fermented  ;  while  the  distilled  spirits 
in  those  wines  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  prevents  a 
similar  recommencement  of  fermentation  and  its 
consequent  injuries.  Distilled  spirits  have  no 
sensible  fermentation. 

Believing  I  nth  is  cause  of  the  difference  between 
those  two  great  classes  of  wines,  and  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  that  difference,  in 
several  views,  I  submitted  the  facts,  in  a  guarded 
and  informal  conference  with  the  President,  Vice 
Pre>idenls,  and  several  other  learned  and  judicious 
members  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
at  one  of  our  meetings,  in  a  manner  which  led  to 
suggestions  of  the  moment,  from  the  gentlemen, 
respectively,  in  order  to  attain  a  knowledge  of  the 
cause  ;  and,  after  hearing  the  whole,  that  which 
I  have  stated  was  also  submitted  to  their  consid- 
eration, and  was  received  with  as  much  assent  as 
the  nature  of  the  learned  body  and  of  the  subject 
rendered  proper  and  necessary,  on  a  new  and 
informal  communication.  This  matter  is  intro- 
duced here  as  the  foundation  of  a  suggestion,  that, 
in  the  wine  making  business  of  the  United  States, 
Ml  internal  situations,  where  bottles  may  be  costly 
or  unattainable,  a  cautious  infusion  of  the  barely 
necessary  portion  of  homogeneous  distilled  spirits 
(the  purest  and  best  brandy  of  the  grape)  will, 
probably,  enable  our  citizens  to  keep  their  wine 
as  they  keep  those  of  Lisbon,  Xeres,  Madeira, 
Fayal,  and  Teneriffe,  in  half  empty  casks  and 
common  decanters.  Thus,  not  only  a  great  and 
universal  economy  in  respect  to  bottles  may  be 
made,  but  the  practicability  of  keeping  wines,  in 
a  condition  fit  for  use,  may  be  extended  to  all  sit- 
uations, and  to  every  store  keeper  and  family. 
Hitherto  the  manufacture  of  fermented  liquors  has 
been  impeded,  by  the  expense  of  bottles,  and  often 
by  the  total  want  of  them. 

As  the  grape  and  its  wines  and  essential  salt 
(known  under  the  name  of  cream  of  tartar)  are 
of  very  considerable  importance  to  our  interior 
country,  which  must  receive  foreign  wines  at 
costs  and  charges,  which  a  great  majority  of  the 
people  cannot  sustain,  and  as  wine  has  a  high 
value  as  an  inducement  from  distilled  spirits  and 
as  a  medicine,  besides  the  value  of  the  fresh  and 
dry  grape,  it  is  a  matter  of  real  consequence  in 
this  statement,  that  the  success  of  the  wine  man- 
ufacture appears  to  be  rendered  certain,  by  the 
variety  and  universality  of  native  grapes,  by  a 
number  of  successful  experiments,  and  by  the  cor- 
respondence of  temperature  between  parts  of  our 
country  and  the  districts  of  the  Tokay,  the  Cham- 
pagne, the  Moselle,  the  Rhenish,  and  the  Hock, 
the  Burgundy,  the  various  Clarets  of  Bordeaux, 
the  Sauterne  and  Grave,  the  Oporto,  the  Lisbon, 
and  other  superior  or  estimable  wines  of  the  Eu- 
ropean continent,  and  those  also  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Extreme  heat  does  not  appear  ne- 
cessary or  even  favorable  to  the  nappiesi  concoc- 
tion of  the  juices  of  the  grape,  the  orange,  and 
fruit  in  general.     France,  not  less  distinguished 
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cj)intry,  has  no  point  more  Soudiern  than  42" 
354lVorth  latitude.  In  considering  the  character 
(ifMadeira  and  its  wines,  it  will  be  remembered 
tji^t  it  is  a  small  and  elevated  island,  and  similar 
(iijisideratjons,  as  to  temperature,  arise,  in  regard 
i^|the  Consiantia  vineyards,  at  the  Southern 
fitjait  of  Africa,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
rjijrjt  greatly  partake  of  insular  characteristics. 
.  ^ther fermented  liquors. — The  moralizing  len- 
(*t>cy  and  salubrious  nature  of  these  manufac- 
tirrs,  recommend  them  to  a  serious  consideration, 
a«f|  particularly  in  our  country.  Distinct  views 
of  ^hose  of  the  wines  of  the  grape,  customarily. 
at)(|  of  the  currant  or  Corinth  fruit,  have  been 
sit^itted.  Beer,  ale.  porter,  cider,  and  perry, 
rlatiufactures  of  great  aggregate  importance  to 
iFf^  farmers,  rem  lin  for  notice.  The  difficulty 
aj(|  expense  of  procuring  a  supply  of  strong  bot- 
tv%  and  a  peculiar  ta^te  for  lively  or  foaming 
h»ejr,  which  our  Summers  do  not  favor,  have 
byt^n  principal  causes  of  the  inconsiderable  pro- 
g|eiis  of  the  manufacture  of  malt  liquors,  com- 
p^.wd  with  distilled  spirits.  The  absence,  or  the 
i.fflequency  of  malting,  as  a  separate  trade,  has 
a|si  operated  against  brewing  in  the  small  way. 
ai^tj  in  families.  The  great  facility  of  making  and 
{^t^erving  distilled  spirits,  has  occasioned  ihem 
(^oeedingly  to  interfere  with  the  brewery.  The 
fipor  of  peaches,  hitherto  deemed  incapable  of 
lisr  without  distillation,  greatly  prevents  the  use 
Oil  )eer  in  a  very  extensive  region  of  our  country, 
vfiiere  the  peach  tree  grows  with  the  freedom  of 
aiv  eed,  and  where  its  fruit  is  of  the  best  quality. 
(In|er,  which  is  abundantly  produced  in  anoth- 
er very  extensive  region,  rivals  fermented  mall 
!«|ors,  as  a  common  drink,  and  a  material  for  a 
cjsiomary  concoction  (the  cider  royal)  and  for 
<l&|illalion. 
j4  method  to  preserve  beer,  and  other  fermented 
r*ijt  liquors,  on  tap.  in  half  full  vessels,  by  pecu- 
hfi  constructions  of  the  casks  and  the  cocks,  has 
bffin  invented.*  The  manufactory  (jf  glass  bot- 
i\-^  is  likely  to  continue  to  increase.  The  cork 
t)tt|  might  be  established  in  all  our  climates  south 
oj  jhe  Chesapeake.  The  manufacture  of  wire, 
firjsecuring  the  corks,  is  commenced  with  abun- 
df  rjt  capital  in  several  places.  The  sealing  ma- 
i',jrials  for  bottled  liquors,  are  cheap  in  America. 
%kt'.  manufactures  of  the  brewery  are  diversified 
iif  (ftie  shapes  of  porter,  pale  ale,  brown  ale,  strong 
h^eif,  and  small  beer,  to  suit  all  tastes,  and  to  ac- 
citjiraodate  all  climates  and  consumers.  The 
\4flpt't)f  a  head,  or  top  of  foam  (or  cream,  as  it  is 
Pfltularly  called  here)  is  now  known  to  be  ob 
s«;Tjable  in  the  tap  beers  of  Europe,  and  it  is  pre- 
ss;|!iable  that  this  object  of  fancy,  or  taste,  will 
n^^  therefore,  be  in  future  deemed  indispensable 
ir,  |h''  American  tap  houses  and  families.  We 
hfiye  been  used  to  consider  the  want  of  this  foam 
*t  in  evidence  of  badness.  The  brewery  must 
bl'  ^xpected  to  improve  m  the  United  Stales,  as 
It  foanifestly  has,  since   the   introduction  of  the 
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pale  ale  and  porter  manufactures,  in  1T74.  The 
exportation  of  malt  liquors,  and  their  coastio"' 
transportation  and  sale,  hare  been  very  much 
increased. 

So  great  inducements  from  the  cultivation  and 
production  of  grain  arise  from  the  cultivation  and 
growth  of  raw  materials,  including  cane  sugar, 
and  from  the  very  increased  attention  to  sheep, 
and  horse,  and  callle  farming,  that  the  great  far- 
mer's manufactory  of  cider  must  extend,  increase, 
and  improve.  The  high  price  of  flour,  also,  di- 
minishes attention  to  grain  liquors.  The  first 
qualities  of  cider  are  more  valuable  than  the 
inferior  wines  are  to  the  cultivators  of  France, 
the  Azores,  the  Balearic  isles,  the  Greek  isles,  the 
Canaries,  and  other  wine  countries.  Cider  is  par- 
ticularly convenient  to  those  States  whose  set- 
tlements are  completed,  as  it  requires  the  use  of 
but  little  land,  and  not  ihe  exclusive  use:  for 
orchardsadmii  thecultivationef  the  ground.  The 
distillery  in  those  fully  populated  States,  is  chiefly 
from  apples,  to  the  north  of  the  Delaware.  The 
preservation  of  cider,  withut  the  expense  of  bot- 
tling, is  more  practicable  and  more  general  than 
that  of  fermented  malt  liquors. 

The  exquisite  and  various  flavor  of  the  North 
American  peach,  in  the  most  favorable  situations, 
and  the  ease  with  which  it  is  propagated  in  such 
places,  give  rise  to  great  solicitude,  that  nice  and 
careful  experiments  should  be  made  of  the  qual- 
ity of  the  clear  fermented   liquor  it  would  yield. 
Whether  ihe  attempt  would  succeed  best,  if  the 
peach  were  treated  like  the  grape,  the  apple,  and 
the  pear,  in  making  wine,  cider,  and  perry,  or 
whether  it  would  best  succeed,  if  the  fruit  were 
treated  in  the  manner  of  the  currant,  experience 
would   determine.     In  the  former  cases,  proper 
grape  wines,  cider,  and   perry,  are  made  of  the 
juices  of  the  grape,  the  apple  and  the  pear,  with- 
out water,  and  often  without  brandy  in  the  wine  ; 
always  without  brandy  in  the  farmer's  cider,  and 
in  perry.     In  the  case  of  the  currant  wine,  brandy 
is  sometimes  added,  and  some  times  omit  ted  ;  sugar 
IS  always  added,  on  account  of  the  acidity  of  that 
fruit.     The  peach  would  not  require  that  addi- 
tion.    There  seems  to  be  reason   to  fear  it  may 
prove   too  saccharine.     It  ought,  however,  to  be 
remembered,  that    the   wine   of  France,  called 
Frontignac,  is  of  an  extreme  sweetness,  with  less 
pungency  than  the  juice  of  the  peach.     It  is  pos- 
sible, too,  that  the  peach  juice,  fined,  and  with  or 
without  an  infusion  of  brandy,  might  be  preserved 
as  a  sweet,  to  mix  with  other  things;  it  would 
probably    require    the   bottle.      The   ease    with 
which  the  peacli  is  raised  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  its  application,  hitherto,  to  the  table, 
only  in  its  fresh  and  dried  states,  and  to  the  dis- 
tillery, invite   to  endeavors  to  extend  its  utility. 
So  copious  an  addition  to  our  substitutes  for  cane 
sugar,  in  the  form  of  a  sweetening  treacle,  and  of 
so  exquisite  a  flavor,  would  be  very  valuable,  if  " 
It  could  be  rendered  conveniently  attainable. 

The  ancient  fermented  liquors,  made  of  honey, 
call  metheglin,  and  mead,  are  not  mentioned  in 
any  of  the  returns,  though  they  have  been  long 
made  in  the  United  States— the  former  in  consid- 
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erable  quantities.     They  would  fairly  contribute  }  ufactures  has  been  a  great  source  of  profit  in  Hol- 


to  swell  the  aggregate  value  of  our  household 
manufiictures. 

IHstilled  Spirits. — Numerous  and  valuable  im- 
provements in  this  manufacture  have  been  ef- 
fected. Bv  raakingspirits  of  sixth  proof,  (Jamaica 
rum  and  French  brandy  being  only  fourth  proof) 
the  transportation  of  American  distilled  spirits, 
from  distant  interior  places,  is  efiected  upon  more 
favorable   terms,    according   to   the    value,  or  a 
lower  rate  per  centum.     The  empyreumatic  oil 
is  frequently  and   easily  extracted   by  a  patented 
operation,  and  the  bad  flavor  of  ill  tasted  spirits 
is  taken  ofi*.     The  quantity  of  distilled  spirits  re- 
ported,   is   25,804.792  gallons,    equal  to  234,589 
puncheons,  of  about  110  gallons  each,  very  far 
exceeding  all  the  West  Indian  and  South  Amer- 
ican   rum.  or  spirits,  and   molasses,  of  every  for- 
eign Power.     Our  manufacture  of  spirits  is  partly 
from  foreign  and  American  molasses,  oats,  Indian 
corn,  buckwheat,  wheat,  and  potatoes,  but  princi- 
pally from  rye.  apples,  and   peaches.     The  com- 
parative importance  of  this  distillery  will  be  more 
clearly   understood,  when   it  is  known    that   the 
amount  of  all  the  rum  and  spirits  imported  from 
the  British  colonies,  into   England,  in  1785,  was 
18,184  casks,  of  110  gallons  each.     It  is  true,  that 
there  was  a  considerable    exportation  from  the 
British  West  Indies  to  the  United  States,  some 
to  the   Northern  British  colonies,  and  a  little  in 
other  directions.     But  the  American  distillery,  ai 
present,  very  far  exceeds  the  whole.     It  will  cer- 
tainly  continue  to  receive  considerable  support 
from  foreign  consumption. 

The  unobserved  rapidity  of  the  grewth  of  the 
grain  distillery,  combining  with  the  extension  of 
the  brewery,  and  with  the  increased  consumption 
of  the  various  meals,  by  the  manufacturers,  and 
the  modern  cultivations  of  cotton  and  sugar,  hare 


land,  Germany,  Great  Britain,  and  France.  Our 
rapid  and  very  great  attainments  in  it  are  evi- 
dences of  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens  in  trade 
and  business,  and  of  their  progress  in  science  and 
useful  knowledee.  The  sugar  refinery,  distillery, 
and  brewery,  may  be  considered  as  ancient  and 
important  parts  of  this  branch  ;  but  the  operations, 
to  which  reference  is  most  particularly  intended, 
are  those  of  the  proper  chemist's  laboratories,  for 
drugs,  medicines,  tinctures,  extracts,  dyes,  and 
pigments.  These  have  been  extended  with  great 
skill  and  profit.  The  works,  the  capital,  and  the 
talents,  which  are  constantly  added  to  this  busi« 
ness,  insure  its  permanency  and  success. 

Soon  after  the  acquisition  of  the  Southern  lead 
mines,  establishments,  to  make  pigments  of  that 
material,  were  erected,  in  one  season,  sufficient, 
with  the  new  shot  factories,  to  employ  that  por- 
tion of  the  addition  which   was  likely  to  reach 
the   Atlantic    ports.     Red    and   white    lead   and 
patent  yellow  are  now  made  in  very  considerable 
quantities,  and,  operating  with  the  other  manu- 
factories of  the  same  raw  material  or  metal,  oc- 
casion a  demand  upon  the  miners  and  the  mer- 
chants for  much  more  than  they  supply.     Besides 
these,  a  great  number  and  variety  of  other  prepa- 
rations of  paints,   drugs,  tinctures,  extracts,  dec. 
are  constantly  made,  so  as  to  interfere  with  tbe 
importations,  in  some  instances,  and   to   prevent 
them  in  others.     The  practitioners  of  physic,  va- 
rious artists,  and  builders,  derive  great  assistance, 
in  their  respective  operations,  from  these  manu- 
factures, and.  by  a  selection  of  faithful  makers, 
have  it  in   their  power  to  avoid  those  fraudulent 
and  pernicious  deceptions,  which  few  importers 
can   detect,  and   none  con   entirely  prevent.     It 
would  be  favorable  to  morals,  to  the  public  health 
and   interest,  and    to   the   internal   and   external 


greatly  contributed  to  maintain  the  high  prices  I  trades,  if  these  and  other  manufactures,  liable  to 
of  whealand  Indian  corn  :  for,  the  rye  and  barley,  adulteration,  were  required  lo  be  sold  with  evi- 
which  have   been   raised    for   the   distillery  and  |  dence  of  the  maker's  name. 


brewery,  have  employed  a  proportional  part  of 
the  cleared  land  and  labor  of  the  country.  But, 
as  our  objects  of  cultivation  have  increased  in 
number,  and  continue  to  increase,  and  as  grain 
will  be  raised  in  a  less  proportion,  according  to 
our  population,  and  our  manufacturers,  cotton 
growers,  sugar  {)lanters.  and  cattle  farmers,  will 
require  large  supplies,  the  original  necessity  for 
the  grain  distillery  will  decrease.  Cider,  and 
wines  of  the  grape  and  currant,  will,  at  tlie  same 
time,  increase,  and  will  materially  interfere  with 
the  grain  distillery  by  their  rivalship.  and  by  their 
employment  of  a  portion  of  our  industry.  The 
distillery  of  the  potato  is  said  to  be  very  profita- 
ble and  increasing,  and  the  flavor  may  be  im- 
proved by  the  extraction  of  the  empyreumatic 
oil,  in  the  patented  manner,  as  very  profitaole, 
and  as  moralizing  rivals  of  distilled  spirits.  All 
the  other  drinks,  such  as  fermented  malt  liquors, 
cider,  currant  wine,  perry,  and  grape  wine,  are 
respectfully  conceived  to  merit  a  sanctioned  in- 
vestigation, and  perspicuous  display,  for  the  u^e 
of  the  people. 

Chemical  Preparations. — This  branch  of  man- 
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Bricks  and  Brick  Clay. — There  are  very  great 
quantities  of  brick  clay,  or  common  potters'  clay, 
in  the  United  States;  and  in  numberless  situa- 
tions adjacent  to  abundant  woods  and  forests, 
and  frequently  to  fossil  coal.  These  clays  are 
very  generally  impregnated  with  iron,  and,  there- 
fore the  bricks,  tiles,  and  potters'  wares,  usually 
become  red  when  burned.  The  implements,  uten- 
sils, and  instruments,  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  bricks,  have  t.een  considerably  improved, 
so  as  to  make  very  good  and  handsome  work, 
with  great  despatch,  saving  labor.  The  pottery 
being  effiected  by  preparatory  horse  mills  and 
turning  machines,  we  save  the  time  and  work  of 
the  operators,  and  give  regularity  to  the  form  of 
their  wares.  Twenty-two  labor-saving  projects 
have  been  offered  in  brick  making  alone.  This 
beneficial  principle  thus  frequently  occurs  in  a 
branch  which  does  not  at  first  view  appear  sus- 
ceptible of  the  advantage  of  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery. A  horse  mill  might  be  made  to  turn  a 
number  of  potters'  forming  wheels.  Red  hearth 
tiles,  of  a  very  nice  quality,  are  made;  the  clay 
might  be  freed  from  extraneous  matter,  and  pre 
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^ed  in  moulds,  plain,  fluted,  or  figured,  so  as 
folbe  formied  into  tablets,  facies,  columns,  pilastres, 
kt^  other  ornamental  matters,  of  the  same  color 
^  the  general  brick  work.  The  marble  now 
y^d  for  such  things,  would  be  left  for  other  and 
iT^jre  convenient  or  necessary  purposes.  The 
b>Jicial  returns  of  manufactures  of  bricks  are 
i>«erywhere  very  defective,  and  in  most  places 
flf^se  simple  manufactures  are  entirely  omitted, 
^^ere  is  some  exportation,  and  much  coasting 

,^rf de,  io    bricks  and   various  tiles  for  masonry. 

^f}ie  use  of  unburned  bricks,  and  walls  composed 
vf;large  regular  pieces  of  earth,  and  earth  and 
^Vid  worked  into  an  adhesive  state,  with  and 
^hhout  lime,  has  been  adopted  in  some  places. 
Pricks  cannot  be  imported  without  a  loss.  The 
^0  that  arrive  are  brought  as  ballast,  and  do  not 
fDJure  the  American  manufactory. 
i/The  Pottery. — The  manufacture  of  ordinary 
v/»re,  of  common  potters'  clay,  is  very  much  ex- 
;e)}ded  in  the  United  States.  It  is  of  great  use 
^a  dairies,  kitchens,  larders,  store  rooms,  sale 
Hnres.  and  manufactories.  Crucibles  are  made 
liD'several  places.    Black  lead  is  redundant.    Some 

.  jn^nufactures  of  potters'  ware,  of  qualities  fit  to 
ii^stitute  for  queens'  ware,  or  British  Stafiford- 
Jmre  ware,  have  been  established.     The  manu- 
facture of  the  common   potters'  ware,  of  clay, 
jiv)iich  becomes  red    in   the  kiln,  is   capable   of 
in^provement,  by  judgment  in  the  choice  of  clay, 
^od  skill  in  preparing  it;  also  in  the  formation, 
jjlazing,  and   ornaments.     Within   a  few  years, 
gtfore  numerous,  and  better  veins  of  potters'  clay 
^mve  been  discovered,  in  consequence  of  the  at- 
it^tion  to  manufactures,  than  had  been  observed 
tiering  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries, 
tvy^ich  have  elapsed  since  the  settlement  of  North 
jAmerica.     The  spirit  of  improvement  in  every 
p.anch  of  internal  industry,  afTects  the  establish- 
jp^ent  of   manufactures  as  rapidly  as  the  ascer- 
ki^ning  and  making  known  the  suitable  qualities 
Joi  materials,  in  convenient  situations,  take  place, 
^very  kind  of  fuel  is  abundant,  (he  clays  are  not 
S^-ficient,  and  some  workmen   arise,  and  others 
0'rrive  among  us,  from  various  countries.     The 
yj,eighl,  cost  of  packages,  breakage,  other  charges 
|Af>d  losses,  on  potters'  ware,  are  very  great. 
i  *  The  lead  colored   potters'  ware,  often   called 
ts^one  ware,  is  also  made  of  clay,  and  salt,  and  pot 
i>Avb.     It  IS  of  the  same  kind  winch  was  formerly 
^imported  from  Holland,  at  a  very  great  expense, 
^'his  manufacture  is  from  a  clay  which  does  not 
ib«come  red  in  the  kiln. 

'  As  the  establishment  of  potteries  has  succeeded 
vifi  the  Atlantic  counties,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
il^at  they  w(Tl  be  more  beneficial  in  the  interior 
«Mid  western  districts,  where  fuel,  grounds,  and 
i^ilding    materials,    are   cheap,    and    where   the 

!)t  breakage  and  expenses  of  transportation  of  foreign 

'^\irare,  over  land,  occasion  ihe  prices  of  the  un- 
;^oken  to  be  excessive.  It  is  affirmed,  in  the 
{Strongest  manner,  by  persons  of  judgment  and 
^Ucill,  that  the  requisite  clays  and  flints  for  the 
j[  l/rancbes  of  the  pottery,  called  English  china  and 
'  vjueens'  ware,  are  very  far  beyond  any  possible 
levants  of  this  country,  for  internal  consumption 
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or  exportation.     The   Vermont  clay  is  held  in 
much  estimation. 

There  is  no  manufacture  for  which  this  coun- 
try is  now  more  perfectly  prepared  than  for  those 
of  potters'  and  glass  wares,  nor  is  it  probable  that 
the  progress  of  any  other  manufactures  will  be 
henceforth  so  rapid  ;  the  consumption  is  verv 
great  and  increasing. 

Glass. — The  manufacture  of  glass  has  made, 
till  of  late,  a  slow  but  considerable  progress.  It 
has  been,  however,  astonishing,  that  an  article  so 
costly  in  the  importation,  so  much  subjected  to 
loss  by  breaking,  in  the  importation  and  in  the 
transportation  over  land,  and  so  universal  in  its 
consuioptioo,  has  not  made  a  rapid  progress  in 
the  Western  and  midland,  and  even  in  the  At- 
lautic  sections  of  so  well-wooded  a  country,  so 
full  of  the  materials.  Wood  fuel,  and  conse- 
quently alkaline  salts,  are  to  be  procured  with  a 
profit,  because  the  lands  from  which  a  glass 
manufacturer  or  potter  should  take  them,  would 
be  greatly  increased  in  value  by  the  removal  of 
the  wood.  The  diffusion  of  the  knowledge  of 
this  art  by  examination,  statement,  engravings, 
and  instruction,  would  produce  much  gain  in  the 
United  States.  Our  inexhaustible  stock  of  wood 
actually  cumbers  much  excellent  soil,  and  sus- 
pends Its  cyltivalion  and  production.  Fossil  coal 
IS  abundant  in  several  extensive  districts.  Large 
tracts  of  land,  convenient  to  the  materials,  cov- 
ered with  wood,  and  accommodated  with  water, 
are  purchasable  upon  very  low  terms,  and  on 
even  long  credits. 

Seven  of  the  States  and  districts  made  returns 
of  twenty-three  or  more  glass  manufactories,  in 
1810,  making  glass  of  materials  lying  everywhere 
on  the  surlace  of  the  earth — a  vast  proportion  of 
which  IS  unused.  The  amount  of  goods  made 
was  $1,046,004.  When  this  fact  is  considered, 
and  the  encouragement  given  to  manufactures  by 
the  state  of  things  since  1810,  by  the  new  duties, 
and  by  the  war,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  ne- 
cessary and  convenient  part  of  the  glass  manufac- 
tory is  rapidly  becoming  sufficient  for  our  con- 
sumption. Tiie  whole  value  of  the  Bri(i>h  glass 
manufactory,  in  the  year  1783,  was  considered  to 
be  $2,800,000  for  eleven  millions  of  people  ;  yet 
they  exported  considerably  to  Ireland,  their  colo- 
nies, and  to  the  United  States.  It  appears  that 
our  glass  works  in  1810,  were  far  more  numerous 
and  productive  than  was  then  supposed.  New 
works  have  been  since  erected.  There  are  great 
savings  and  large  profits  to  a  number  of  the  Amer- 
ican glass  manufacturers,  arising  from  their  ob- 
taining buildings,  materials,  fuel,  and  produce, 
from  the  lands  they  purchased,  at  very  low  prices, 
for  those  works,  and  from  the  sure  and  steady  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  lands  so  purchased  in  the 
United  States.  The  constant  improvement  in 
the  style  of  the  buildings  in  this  country,  the  erec- 
tion of  houses  in  new  towns,  and  on  new  farms, 
the  extension  of  these  into  interior  situations,  the 
improvement  of  the  glass  manufactory  itself,  and 
the  export  trade,  assure  to  the  glass  manufacturers 
in  the  United  States,  a  good,  steady,  and  increas- 
ing demand. 


It  is  manifest  that  the  United  States  have  made 
great  progress  in  the  manufactory  of  fermented 
liquors,  and  it  is  believed  that  their  lessened  pro- 
portioned attention  to  the  bread  grains,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cotton  tobacco,  sugar,  and  indigo 
cultivations,  horse,  sheep,  and  cattle  farming  and 
mining,  will  occasion  more  future  activity  in  the 
brewer's,  farmer's,  and  housewife's  manufacture 
of  fermented  liquors,  which  will  greatly  increase 
the  demand  for  glass  bottles.  Many  old  and  new 
branchesof  manufacture  also  demand  large  num- 
bers of  those  vessels.  Our  increasing  population 
requires  a  constant  addition.  We  have  not  yet 
discovered  any  considerablequantiiy  of  tin.  which 
is  one  of  the  materials  to  make  pewter,  and  our 
Summers  incline  the  people  to  use  glass  drinking 
cups,  (which  are  indeed  preferable,  from  their 
facility  to  be  quickly  and  nicely  cleaned)  to  any 
other  drinking  vessel.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
try will,  therefore,  always  be  great  consumers 
both  of  the  useful  and  elegant  glass  wares.  The 
importation  of  hollow  glass  ware,  and  lookio'^ 
glass  plates,  is  extremely  expensive,  especially  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  interior. 

Sii^- — The  steady  and  increased  application  to 
the  prevalent  household  manufactures  has  pre- 
vented any  considerable  attention  to  breeding  silk 
worms.  Our  manufacture  of  silk,  from  the  im- 
mediate production  of  the  worm  in  America,  is 
very  small.  It  is  chiefly  from  foreign  silk,  and 
foreign  silk  thread  ;  which  last  is  wrought  into 
Iringe,  tassels,  buttons,  and  other  fancy  goods  of 
la.-te  and  fashion,  and  is  used  in  making  up  cloth- 
ing and  furniture. 

The  most  interesting  manufacture  of  silk  for 
the  United  States,  is  that  of  bolting  cloths  for  our 
flour  mills.     There  are  no  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  procuring  enough  of  the  raw  material  to  manu- 
facture this  necessary  class  of  silk  goods.     It  is 
true  that  importation  may  be  expected  certainly 
to  furnish  the  quantity  of  those  cloths  which  we  ! 
shall  want.     But  the  peculiar  value,  or  r.ither  the  | 
indispensable  necessity  for  this  commodity,  ren-  I 
ders  It  desirable  to  hold  it  up  in  the  most  striking  ' 
point  of  view.     Holland,  without  any  particular  j 
advantage  over  us  in  the  manufacture,  and   in 
some  respects  less  prepared  for  it  than  we  are,  [ 
has  been  induced,  probably  by  her  numerous  flour  I 
mills,  and  the  profits  she  derived  from  the  manu- 
facture of  bolting  cloths,  to  enter  into  it  in  a  greater 
degree,  in  proportion  to  her  population,  than  any  } 
other  nation.     The  general  silk  gauze  manufac-  ' 
ture.  of  which  this  may  be  considered  as  a  branch, 
has   very  much    declined;   so  that   experienced 
weavers  might  be  drawn  to  America  in  any  re- 
quisite number.     The  necessary  importation   of 
raw   silk  can  always   be   made,  if  other  objects 
should  continue  to  employ  private  families.     The 
infirmaries  on  the  Southern  estates,  which  have 
been  already   mentioned^   would    be   convenient 
places  for  breeding  silk  worms.     The  climates  of 
our  region  of  colored  population  are  those  of  the 
great  silk  countries,  and  persons  well  enough  to 
move  with  comfort   may  tend    the   silk    worm. 
Connecticut  has  done  much  in  the  production  of 
the  proper  mulberry  tree  and  of  the  silk,  as  well 
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!  as  in  the  manufacture  of  cloths  of  silk,  though  in 
j  a  colder  climate  than  those  of  the  worm  in  Europe 
I  and  Asia.  This  wortn  does  well  in  dry  countries. 
I  From  such  facts  our  capacity  in  the  silk  business 
j  may  be  considered  as  common  to  a  great  number 

of  the  Stales. 
I      It  appears  that  countries  so  successful  in  com- 
merce and  manufactures,  and  parts  of  those  coun- 
tries  so  populous  and   extensive,  prosecute  with 
such  steadiness  the  production  and  raanui'acture 
of  silk,  that  the  subject  must  be  worthy  of  a  more 
I  profound  and  minute  examination,  than  has  yet 
I  been  applied  to  it  in  the  United  States.     Between 
the  Southern  extremities  of  Italy,  Greece,  and 
j  Spain,  which,  being  peninsular,  are  probably  of 
I  the  warmth  of  our  State  of  Louisiana,  to  the  lat- 
I  itude  of  Presburg.   in    Hungary,   which    nearly 
I  corresponds  in  temperature  with  that  of  Balti- 
more, in  Maryland,  are  found  the  innumerable  silk 
worms  of  France,  Spain,   Hungary.    Germany, 
Switzerland,  Lombardy,  Italy,  and  Turkey.     In 
most  of  those  countries,  the  merchants,  the  man- 
ufacturers, and  the  householders,  pay  a  great  and 
increasing  attention  to  the  production  and  com- 
merce of  unmanufactured  and  manufactured  silks, 
of  every  description  and  quality.     Similar  facts 
occur  in  the  corresponding  climates  of  Asia.     In 
many  of  those  regions  of  the  ancient  and  modern 
manufacturing  and  trading  nations,  the  produc- 
tion, manufacture,  and  commerce,  of  silk,  have 
been  pursued  through  a  long  series  of  ages.     They 
are  maintained  at  the  greatest  known  height,  at 
the  present  time,  when  rival  productions,  manu- 
factures, and  trades,  constantly  employ  an  im- 
mense mass  of  capital  and  population.     It  is  true 
j  also  that  there  are,  or  have  been,  in  Great  Britain, 
I  the  whole  of  the  Netherlands,  and  many  parts  of 
Germany,  which  do  not  produce  silk,  very  consid- 
erable manufactures  of  that  raw  material,  which 
they  import  from  Italy,  Turkey,  and  India.    These 
facts  satisfactorily  prove,  that  the  production  of 
a  surplus  of  silk  is   profitable  in  some  countries, 
and  that  the  manufacture  of  that  surplus  is  found 
to  be  advantageous  to  other  countries,  which  do 
not  produce  that    material.     The  Governments 
and  people  of  the  United  States  cannot  observe 
without  impression  our  constant  importations  of 
foreign  silk  goods,  in  parcels,  amounting,  some- 
times, on  board  of  a  single  vessel,  to  six  hundred 
packages.     There  does  not  occur  to  recollection 
any   employment    so   suitable   for   the   decrepit, 
the  valetudinarian,  and  the  aged  part  of  the  na- 
tional population.     It  appears,  also,  to  be  compat- 
ible with   the  pursuits  of  all  persons  who  rarely 
go  abroad,  and  with  those  of  such  as  can  make  it 
convenient  to  remain  generally  at  home.     Silk 
is  so  easily  and  abundantly  producible,  that  it  is 
found  to  be  the  most  economical  clothing  of  the 
poor  of  China.     It   requires  no   ownership  nor 
tenancy  of  soil.     There  are  some  prepossessions 
against  the  production  of  silk  in  the  United  States, 
but  the  pursuit  of  it  has  been  so  long  continued 
in  many  countries,  and  the  results  are  so  consid- 
erable, that  ii  is  much  doubled  whether  the  sub- 
ject is  correctly  estimated.     A  complete  exami- 
nation of  it,  throughout  its  districts  of  foreign 
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ijroduction,  manufacture,  and  commerce,  with 
t^e  relative  examinations  in  our  own  country, 
viih  the  proper  application  of  the  whole,  would 
be  a  useful  service. 

i  ■  51a//.— The  manufacture  of  salt,  from  sprinjrs  in 
She  interior  country,  is  very  imperfectly  returned. 
^ew  York  is  understood  to  return  about  300,000 
'bushels  per  annum,  and  it  is  represented  that  the 
quantity  can  be  increased.  The  Ouabache  Saline 
Yuade,  in  1809,  about  130.000  bushels,  of  which 
ihiere  is  no  return.  Other  salt  springs  have  been 
discovered  on  the  banks  of  the  Kenhawa.  The 
jilanufacture  of  salt,  (and  that  of  glauber  salts, 
!j(^1iich  are  procured  in  the  progress  of  the  work.) 
on  the  seacoast,  is  considerable  and  increasing, 
»nd  has  been  very  favorably  affected  by  a  recent 
discovery.  The  flowing  of  the  sea  near  to  Cape 
fienlopen.  in  the  Delaware  State,  occasions  a 
f^ilection  of  salt  water  in  a  great  sandy  pan,  or 
#*ten«ive  shallow  cavity.  In  this  cavity  the 
irvaporation  of  much  of  the  water  appears  to  take 
nlace,  while  the  remainder  is  absorbed  by  the 
t^nd.  This  occasions  the  saltness  of  the  absorbed 
phrt  to  be  much  increased.  That  briney  water 
1«t  subject  to  further  evaporation,  till  it  reaches  a 
tiayey  bottom,  which  lies  under  the  sand.  By 
^covering  this  clay  bottom  in  places,  and  making 
fjjort  trenches  in  it.  opportunity  is  given  for  the 
litVaporated  water  to  pass  into  them.  When  taken 
^^»  vessel.^  from  these  trenches,  the  water  is  found 
np  be  strong  enough  to  float  an  egg,  and  of  course 
^'produces  a  much  greater  proportion  of  salt  than 
'.'tjie  common  sea  water.  Sometimes  this  water 
jfiom  the  trenches  is  converted  into  salt  by  mere 
•evaporation.  On  the  French  Atlantic  coast, such 
^clayey  bottoms  occur  in  the  salt  district,  and  are 
Ihjzhly  valued. 

t  :lt  is  said  that  such  great  pans,  or  shallow 
^cjivitie?.  or  receptacles  of  sea  water,  are  numer- 
ious  along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States.  They 
joaght  to  be  brought  into  immediate  use,  as  in 
♦Europe. 

The  salt  works  at  Cape  Henlopen  are  slated  to 
produce  nearly  2,000  bushels  per  week,  or  100,000 
bushels  per  annum.  Only  a  small  i)arl  was  re- 
JP^rted  in  1810  in  the  Delaware  return.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  increase  has  been  so  considerable 
*a>  to  amount  to  the  quantity  now  mentioned. 
This  new  advantage  in  salt  works  may  not  only 
^occasion  a  great  extension  of  the  manufacture, 
;btit  may  produce  savings  of  labor  and  fuel.  It  is 
Ipyssible  that  situations  remote  from  the  mouths 
K>f  great  rivers  may  be  most  favorable  for  salt 
*"»vorks,  as  the  sea  water  is  perhaps  less  briney 
inhere  a  great  body  of  fresh  water  is  disembogued, 
^•.lands  are  found  best  on  the  coast  of  Europe, 
fit  may  not  be  amiss  to  consider  the  temperature 
^f  places,  on  that  coast,  where  salt  is  manufac- 
tUjred.  Cadiz,  Lisbon,  and  the  south  of  France, 
^(po  part  of  which  is  less  than  42"  and  20'  North.) 
Vipay  be  considered  as  the  great  sources  of  salt  on 
»the  continent  of  Europe.  The  coasts  and  islands 
)of  Georgia,  and  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
I  appear  to  be  much  more  favorable  for  the  manu- 
*  faciure  of  salt  ihao  the  southern  districts  of 
t  France,  and  situations  upon  the  Gulf  seem  more 

\\ 


likely  to  be  suitable  than  the  vicinities  of  Lisbon 
and  St.  Ubes.  so  far  as  depends  on  temperature. 
Long  droughts  and  a  climate  of  a  general  dry 
character  must  favor  the  manufacture.  Fuel  in 
abundance  can  be  procured  in  America,  where 
the  manufacture  by  solar  heat  is  not  yet  found  to 
be  practicable. 

It  is  probable  that  the  manufacture  of  the  best 
pearl  ashes,  out  of  the  common  ashes  produced  by 
fires  of  the  salt  makers,  might  conduce  to  the 
profits  of  salt  works.  It  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  the  ashes  of  the  pine  and  all  other  terebin- 
thine  woods  are  considered  as  unfit  for  the  ordi- 
nary manufacture  of  pot  ash. 

Other  wholesome  and  agreeable  antiseptics 
are  substitutes  for  salt,  and  are  sufficiently  rela- 
tive to  a  competent  manufactured  supply  of  salt 
to  merit  suggestioii.  A  considerable  portion  of 
brown  or  unrefined  sugar,  or  of  molasses,  rubbed 
on  meat  intended  to  be  pickled,  or  coarse  sugar 
or  molasses,  mixed  with  the  salt  and  water  in 
certain  proportions,  with  or  without  saltpetre,  is 
known  to  contribute  to  preserve  meat,  and  to 
prevent  its  growing  hard.  This  is  a  well  tried 
fact,  highly  interesting  to  everybody,  when  salt 
is  scarce  and  dear,  and  it  is  peculiarly  so  to  the 
owners  of  sugar  maple  lands.  To  this  method  of 
saving  salt,  or  lessening  the  demand  for  it.  may  be 
added  the  adoption  of  the  practice  in  Canada,  and 
in  some  parts  and  families  of  the  United  States,  ol 
placing  meat  in  a  situation  to  be  frozen,  and  to 
be  retained  in  that  state  while  it  is  kept,  in  Win- 
ter, for  family  consumption.  Ice  houses  have 
the  same  efl"ect  upon  the  economy  of  salt,  in  the 
warmest  seasons,  and  merit  the  consideration  of 
the  farmers.  They  are  built  of  lo^s  from  our 
woods,  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  of 
logs  and  a  very  thick  and  close  thatch,  above  the 
surface,  for  a  very  small  value  of  labor,  and  less 
of  materials. 

It  is  a  good  operation,  in  manufactures,  to  make 
substitutes  for  such  things  as  cannot  be  obtained 
in  sufficient  quantities.  If.  therefore,  maple  sugar 
and  maple  molasses  shall  be  made  use  of  to  per- 
form a  part  of  the  antiseptic  and  preservative 
operations  of  marine  salt,  and  are.  as  we  know, 
of  a  less  scorbutic  tendency,  it  is  a  great  point 
(rained.  To  make  salt  less  necessary,  by  the 
use  of  the  maple  or  cane  sugar,  or  molasses,  by 
freezing  meat,  and  by  ice  houses,  is  equal  to  the 
eff"ect  of  manufacturing  salt  in  greater  quantities. 

It  may  be  useful  to  remark,  that  the  parts  of 
the  coast  of  France  where  the  greatest  quantities 
of  salt  are  made,  by  the  operation  of  the  sun,  are 
the  coast  of  Britanny,  Siinteuze,  and  the  country 
of  Aunis,  the  most  northern  of  which  is  of  the 
temperature  of  our  Virginia  coast.  They  manu- 
facture salt  by  fire,  as  far  north  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Seine. 

Cannon  and  Muskets.— The  quantity  of  Iron 
cannon  wanted  has  not,  for  a  long  time,  been  a 
matter  of  any  diflSculty  to  procure;  the  price  be- 
ing stipulated, so  as  to  induce  to  the  undertakinof, 
the  commodity  is  obtainable  with  certainty.  It 
has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  most  ap- 
proved practice  is  to  cast  them  in  the  solid  man- 
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ner,  with  a  spruce  head,  which,  it  is  supposed,  oc- 
casions a  more  perfect  formation  of  a  compact 
piece  of  ordnance,  and  is  considered  as  condu- 
cing highly  to  its  goodness, at  and  near  the  muzzle. 
The  gun  IS  then  set  in  machinery,  which  turns  it 
with  a  pressure  towards  a  fixed  instrument;  this 
bores  a  calibre  in  the  solid  gun-form  mass  of  iron, 
with  great  exactness  and  beauty. 

Cannon  are  constantly  manufactured,  when 
demanded,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  in  the 
public  armories  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  States, 
and  on  contracts,  and  for  sale  to  associations  of 
citizens,  and  to  individual  purchasers,  for  use  at 
home,  or  for  exportation.  Of  these  very  consid- 
erable operations,  there  are  some  specific  returns 
for  1810,  under  the  heads  of  "  gun  makers,"  and 
"  boring-mills,"  and  it  is  presumed  there  are  some 
included  under  that  of  iron  foundries.  The  pub- 
lic armories,  and  their  manufactdres,  are  not  par- 
ticularly noticed  in  the  returns;  they  are  men- 
tioned, as  of  1810  also,  in  your  report,  in  part. 

The  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  steel, 
and  the  experience  in  the  general  manufacture  of 
arras,  with  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  above 
ail.  the  evidences  from  the  operations  of  individ- 
uals, of  the  States,  and  of  the  Union,  under  va- 
rious administrations,  that  the  expense  and  trou- 
ble of  a  judicious  and  rigorous  inspection  are 
required  to  be  surely  and  effectually  provided  for, 
have  made  favorable  changes  in  the  condition  of 
this  important  branch  of  our  manufactures.  But  it 
appears  highly  worthy  of  consideration,  whether, 
aftera  proper  notice,  military  gunsor  pistolsshould 
be  allowed  to  be  sold,  without  the  evidences  of 
the  inspection  of  a  sworn  and  responsible  oflicer. 
These  are  manufactures  which  obvious  consid- 
erations require  to  be  placed  under  a  regimen,  so 
well  devised,  and  so  strictly  executed,  as  to  pre- 
vent deception,  and  its  most  evil  consequences. 
The  numerous  facts  which  have  occurred  fully 
prove  that  unfaithful,  or  unskilful,  or  at  least  in- 
sufficient work  in  this  branch,  is  confined  to  no 
time,  no  place,  no  nation,  no  cost. 

The  f^nc  Aria  and  the  Sciences. — The  works  of 
human  genius  and  cultivation,  which  belong  to 
the  elegant  and  magnificent  class  of  the  arts,  have 
a  very  considerable  effect  upon  the  convenience, 
utility,  and  nrofits,  of  those  things,  which  are 
usually  called  manufactures. 

A  knowledge  of  architecture  is  necessary  even 
to  the  cheapness  of  construction — geometry, 
which  is  the  scientific  basis  of  architecture,  teach- 
ing the  operator  that,  as  a  square  contains  the 
largest  area  within  a  certain  extent  of  uncurved 
outlines,  so  the  walls  of  a  square  building  are  less 
cosily  than  those  of  any  other  right-lined  edifice. 
The  strength  of  the  arch  is  taught  in  like  man- 
ner. An  analysis  of  beauty  instructs  us  in  the 
grounds  of  ornaments  of  curved  lines. 

The  fine  arts,  particularly  painting  and  sculp- 
ture, have  beautified  the  manufactures  of  alabas- 
ter, marble,  clay,  plaster,  and  metals,  and  of  wool, 
linen,  coitou,  and  leather.  The  fine  porcelain  of 
France  and  Saxony,  the  statues  and  paintings  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  the  modern  imitations  of  them 
in  paintings,  statues,  and  casts,  the  elegant  min- 


iatures of  alabaster,  its  various  flowers  and  orna- 
ments, the  improvements  in  the  composition  and 
in  the  pottery  of  wedgewood,  the  imitations  of 
the  antique  vases  and  figures  in  various  gold  and 
silver  ornaments  and  utensils,  and  indeed  of  brass, 
the  tapestry  of  the  Gobelines,  embroidery,  bro- 
cading, dying,  engrraving,  and  the  printing  of  lin- 
en, cotton,  and  silken  cloth.",  are  among  the  nu- 
merous examples  that  crowd  upon  the  mind. 
The  fluctuations  and  disorders  of  the  Old  World 
have  occasioned  innumerable  transfers  of  the  in- 
struoients,  the  libraries,  the  models,  the  works, 
tht  agents,  and  the  lovers,  of  the  fine  arts,  from 
thence  to  the  United  States.  This  truth  is  as 
simple,  absolute,  and  well  known,  as  the  transfer 
hither  of  merino  flocks,  and  of  manufactures  of 
fine  wool,  from  their  proper  original  countries. 
The  effects  of  such  transfers  of  much  that  was 
necessary  for  the  interesting  cultivation  of  the 
fine  arts,  either  in  their  distinct  and  separate 
character  and  form,  or  as  pleasing  and  beneficial 
auxiliaries  to  the  useful  arts  and  manufactures, 
are  manifest  to  the  attentive  observer.  A  numer- 
ous body  of  professors  and  instructors,  in  music, 
painting,  sculpture,  architecture,  and  all  the  finer 
branches  of  human  skill  and  industry,  of  a  char- 
acter, in  their  respective  arts  and  sciences,  very 
far  indeed  above  the  colonial  schools,  and  such, 
in  numbers,  in  standing,  and  in  talents,  as  nothing 
but  the  agitated  state  of  Europe  could  so  early 
have  induced  or  driven  hither,  are  seen  in  all  our 
principal  cities.  Even  by  the  musical  branch, 
light  as  it  may  appear  to  many,  the  useful  arts 
have  been  improved.  The  manufacture  of  every 
instrument,  from  the  organ  to  the  fife,  involving 
considerable  science,  exempts  us  from  the  costs 
and  expenses  of  importation,  and  the  exhibition 
of  the  Panharmonicon  has  diffused  instruction, 
in  an  electric  style  through  every  attentive  mind, 
gifted  with  mechanical  talent,  or  opened  by  edu- 
cation, in  that  branch  of  knowledge.* 

The  advantages  of  military  architecture,  by 
land  and  sea,  are  perfectly  obvious.  It  involves 
much  ^^nd  various  art  and  science.  Our  display 
of  skill  in  construction  for  the  naval  department 
is  not  surpassed,  whether  it  be  tested  by  prompti- 
tude of  exertion,  shortness  of  voyages,  exemption 
from  foundering,  preservation  from  the  dangers 
of  a  lee  shore,  safety  in  retreat  from  a  superior 
ioc.  forcing  an  adversary  into  action,  or  the  all- 
important  workings  of  our  ships  of  war,  through- 
out the  time  of  actual  engagement.  The  con- 
struction and  equipment  of  a  ship  require  mucli 
art  and  science.  They  involve  the  use  and  ben- 
efits of  the  curious  mystery  of  the  magnet,  those 
of  the  discovery  of  the  compass,  the  science  of 
chemistry  in  regard  to  the  generation,  refinement, 
and  composition  of  nitre,  the  purification  of  sul- 
phur, the  preparation  of  carbon,  and  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  whole;  the  doctrines  of  matter  and 
motion,  and  of  pneumatics  and  projectiles;  the 
principles  and  practice  of  geometry  and  mechaa- 

•  The  conception  and  the  execution  of  thia  curious 
and  complicated  machine  are  very  strong  evidencea  of 
genius,  and  practical  mechanical  talents. 
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ict  {sculpture  in  the  formation  of  the  head  and 
oric^eots — a  beautiful,  extended,  and  peculiar 
syfnhoetry  ;  and  various  other  matters  in  the  rine 
aL.J,!»uperior  arts  and  sciences. 

iThe  improved  state  of  our  manufactures,  with 
thtkj?  buildings,  materials,  ingredients,  composi- 
ting, instruments,  and  mechanism,  involves  a 
kiAjilvledge  and  a  practice,  in  wide  circles  of  the 
fi;^^rts.  and  of  nearly  all  the  sciences. 

jii  the  branches  of  sculpture,  the  United  States 


a  very  great  number  of  curious  and  valuable  in- 
struments and  machines. 

Various  important  processes  enable  us  to  tan 
and  color  skins,  brew,  distil,  rectify,  refine,  ex- 
act, combine,  and  separate  the  raw  material  or 
manufactures  of  the  United  States.  The  sciences 
and  the  rine  arts,  and  the  useful  arts  and  manu- 
factures, beneficially  co-operate  to  obtain,  what 
would  be  otherwise  unattainable,  or  attainable 
with  much  labor  and  expense,  and  less  perfection. 
In  this  department,  foreign  sources,  the  knowl- 
edge, and,  indeed,  the  learning  and  talents  of  our 
citizens  have  yielded  to  the  country  vast  benefits. 
Chemistry  has  rapidly  become  a  very  ereneral 
study.  Leather,  glass,  distilled  and  fermented 
liquors,  drugs  and  medicines,  dye  stuffs,  pigments, 
el^g^nl  part  of  sculpture,  enough   has  appeared  j  and  all  the  metals,  and   the  numerous  prepara 


thf  artists. 


evincing 


It  has  been  accompanied  by  inveO' 
genius.     In   the  ornamental   and 


lo^pi-ove  that  we  have  the  art,  if  occasions  shall 
diy^"*  it  into  frequent  action.  In  wood,  there  are 
v^ixj  honorable  evidences  of  native  talent,  in  va- 
rious works  of  taste  and  fancy,  and  there  are  nu- 
li^TOUs  works  of  that  material   in  the  statuary 


tions  of  them,  all  the  salts,  all  the  oils,  and  all  the 
extracts,  tinctures,  spirits,  and  decoctions,  with 
many  other  things,  belong  to  this  class. 

It  is  in  this  country,  as  much  as  in  any  other, 
that  the  civil  and  religious  freedom  of  the  citizens 


byjich.     In  our  marble,  we   exhibit  some  speci-  i  enables  them  to  display  the  value  of.  and  effectu 
n^'^s,  by  foreign  artists,  far  beyond  the  quality  j  ally  to  use,  those  strong  and  various  abilities  and 
o|>.he  materials.     The  United  States  may  claim  I  qualifications  for  different  employments  in  life, 
efivience  from  the  works  of  its  native  and  adopt- '      ■      •     '^  ^         . 

e*  fons,  in  the  various   branches  of  the  art  of 
paifttmg,  and  the  superior  works  of  civil  archi- 
tecture.* 
;  ^trumenta  and  Agentt  of  Manufactures. — 


which  Divine  Providence  has  imparted  to  the 
human  mind  and  body.  Such  faculties  for  cer- 
tain pursuits,  when  not  used,  are  talents  held  in 
an  unproductive  state.  To  have  kept  Ritten- 
house  and  Frankim  in  the  usual  employments  of 


^3a£hinery  and  processes  to  effect  manufactures,  {  agriculture,  would  have  deprived  the  country  of 


M  ^s  to  leave  the  manual  industry  of  a  nation 
i^r- other  employments,  are  of  a  degree  of  im- 
f-jriance  to  the  United  States  proportioned  to  the 
sfiallness  of  the  average  population  on  a  square 
wi[e  of  our  extensive  territory.  As  we  possess 
i^jDjumerable  horse-powers,  applied  to  digging  and 
r^^king  machines,  to  turn  up  and  break  the  soil. 
ap(|  cover  the  seed  grain,  under  the  names  of  the 
jijoiigh  and  the  harrow,  to  our  incalculable  profit, 
s^  y/e  have  water  mills  and  steam  engines,  in  nu- 
lierous  instances,  and  of  diversified  forms,  to 
njanufacture  boards,  bark,  powder,  flour,  bar  and 
s|«et  iron,  nails,  wire,  carded  wool  and  cotton, 

(j^tQ  and  thread,  metal  plates  of  every  kind,  hair 
jewder.  snuff,  gunpowder,  paper,  muskets,  scythes, 

llts,  stocking  web,  various  cloths,  and   printed 

i(i  other  goods.     These  and   many   other   ma- 

citijoes  have  been  obtained  from  abroad,  or  derived 


the  unparalleled  planetarium,  and  of  the  safe  con- 
ductor of  the  electric  fire.  But  the  history  of 
such  a  man  as  Galileo  presents  the  obstacles  these 
eminent  Americans  would  have  encountered  in 
some  countries.  It  would  have  been  a  mine  of 
wealth  lost  to  the  country  if  the  talent  to  invent 
the  saw  gin,  to  prepare  cotton  for  the  manufac- 
turer's card,  had  not  been  exerted,  and  if  the  in- 
ventive and  fabricating  powers  of  our  citizens' 
minds  and  bodies  had  not  been  applied  to  steam 
enginery,  to  the  machinery  for  nails,  to  rolling 
and  slitting  mills,  to  card-wire  making,  to  card- 
ing, spinning,  and  weaving  machinery,  to  fulling 
mills,  to  manufactures  of  grain,  and  other  inge- 
nious occupations,  the  curious  merits  of  which 
are  lo'«t  in  familiarity. 

It  is  a  truth  of  the   utmost  importance,  that 
there  are  now  in  the  United  States  working  ei- 


f^tn  the  actual  and  very  considerable  talents  of]  amples,  intelligible  models,  books  of  instruc'tion 
if^if  own   citizens.     The  complicated  silk  mill,    -    '         ' ''    •  •  -  -  ' 


t|»i  first  invention  for  yarn  or  thread,  the  fulling 
r|iil,  and  various  other  mechanical  constructions, 
■aiere  acquired  by  the  most  exten>ive  manufactu- 
t*ag  nation  of  this  time,  in  Europe,  from  her 
i*i«hbors.  The  wisdom  of  the  world  has  been. 
atJt|  IS,  attainable  by  us,  as  by  other  industrious 
ajttj  qualified  nations,  and  the  inventive  genius 
pf  jhe  people  of  the  United  States  has  produced 

*MThe  finest  paintings  may  be  considered  as  manu- 
fic«ires ;  and  though  temples  and  other  magnificent 
l^iidings  are  not  manufactures,  they  involve,  like  the 
'a-oiku  of  naval  architecture,  a  great  number  and  va- 
mety  of  the  operations  and  manufacture:*  of  the  fine 
5^1  usefol  aria  »nd  tr«de«. 


and  qualified  workmen,  foreign  and  native,  by 
means  of  which  persons  in  almost  every  fine  and 
useful  art  and  manufactory  can  obtain  good  in- 
struments, machinery,  information,  and  assist- 
ants, to  make  and  conduct  valuable  establish- 
ments for  every  raw  material.  The  tables  prove 
how  extensively  these  things  were  diffused,  so 
long  ago  as  the  Autumn  of  1810.  Since  that  pe- 
riod, a  very  rapid  progress  and  a  much  wider  dif- 
fusion in  the  useful  arts  and  trades  have  certain- 
ly occurred. 

Many  curious  and  valuable  inventions  and  im- 
provements have  taken  place  in  the  mechanical 
and  chemical  branches,  and  in  the  system  of  la- 
bor and  political  economy.  Every  month,  every 
week,  produces  additions  to  them.    Among  these 
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are  distillatioD  by  stetin.tbe  pendulum  and  lever '  productive  of  the  most  solid  benefits  to  the  land- 
mill,  the  machine  for  splitting  skins,  the  pressed  I  ed  and  other  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  give 
nail  mill,  the  great  increase  of  chemical  prepara- I  very  considerable  extension  to  the  navigation,, 
tions,  for  dyers,  colormen,  and  manufacturers,  the  fi^tieries.  coasting  trade,  and  foreign  commerce 
conversion  of  fossil  coal  into  a  pigment,  the  cask  '  of  the  United  States, 
for  preserving  fermented  liquors  on  tap  in  sound        It  was  believed_  that  the  design  of  the  present 


condition,  weaving  machinery  in  several  new 
forms,  the  manufacture  of  edge  tools,  from  rolled 
steel,  various  improvements  to  save  fuel,  the  va- 
riations and  ex  tensions  of  the  application  of  steam. 


resolution  of  the  Legislature  was  to  procure  facts 
on  which  they  could  rely,  and  in  the  best  form 
admitted  by  the  materials;  and  not  estimates, 
which   might   be   partial,   erroneous,   and,    from 


the  manufacture  of  opium  from  the  common  red  i  their  nature,  doubtful.  Estimates  in  innumera- 
poppy  and  from  the  lettuce,  the  increase  of  the  '  ble  details  would  diminish  the  force  the  returned 
pharmaceutic  preparations  to  the  number  of  sev-  facts  would  possess,  separately  presented.  When 
enty.  the  division  of  labor  in  the  cultivation  of  it  was  observed  that  a  single  county  in  Massacha- 
the  cane,  activity  in  the  manufacture  of  the  cur-  '  setts  reported  89,600  common  sheep,  that  one 
rant  wine,  the  tanning  of  deer  skins,  activity  and  j  other  returned  only  10,000,  another  1,939,  another 
ingenuity  in  the  substitutions  for  wool,  by  the  i  1.600,  and  that  eight  others,  abounding  in  sheep, 
manufacturing  of  thick  and  warm  cotton  goods,  returned  none;  that  the  statement  from  New 
and  by  cotton  warps  under  woollen  woofs,  the  j  Jersey  was  still  more  imperfect,  and  that  twenty- 
machine  for  manufacturing  dipped  candles,  the  one  States,  Districts,  and  Territories,  did  not  re- 
activity, extension,  and  improvement,  of  the  '  turn  their  flocks;  that  there  were  but  eight  re- 
sheep  breeding  and  farming;  the  new  employ-  turns  of  blacksmith's  work. from  83,998  to  $1,572,- 
raent  of  the  children  in  the  cities,  boroughs,  and  |  627;  that,  though  one  State  reported  nearly  two 
villages,  and  the  active  employment  of  the  fe-  \  spinning  wheels  to  a  family,  there  were  fourteen 
males  in  general  in  manufactures,  the  extension  omissions  to  return  such  wheels,  with  a  multi- 
and  facilitation  of  communication  between  the  tude  of  similar  facts,  a  present  attempt  to  esli- 
producers  and  importers  and  the  manufacturing    mate  in  complete  detail  appeared  likely  to  wrjip 


citizens,  by  the  various  and  unprecedented  im- 
provements in  the  Post  Office  Department,  the  ex- 
tension of  the  funds  of  the  manufacturers  by  many 
of  the  banks,  which  are  solidly  and  rigidly  found- 
ed, constituted,  and  administered,  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  exotic  raw  materials,  by  means  of 
commerce,  and  of  laborers,  artisans,  and  manu- 
facturers, and  processes  of  every  branch  from  va- 
rious foreign  nations. 

Foreign  masters,  as  well   as  journeymen   and 


up  the  principles,  and  the  quantities,  values,  and 
other  facts,  which  the  returns  exhibit,  in  a  vol- 
ume of  matter  that  would  obscure  or  diminish 
their  proper  and  natural  impression,  and  give  rise 
to  inconvenient  objections  to  the  whole  docu- 
ment. 1  am,  indeed,  of  opinion,  that  the  exten- 
sive local  knowledge,  and  very  diversified  infor- 
mation necessary  to  a  detailed  estimate,  which 
should  extend  to  various  cities,  towns,  villages, 
counties,  and  townships,  defective   in    their   re- 


foreign  capitalists,  have  discovered  that  the  Uni-  j  turns,  or  entirely  unreturned,  cannot  be  claimed 

'  by  any  individual.  But.  since  it  has  been  the  de- 
sire of  the  Treasury  Department  that  the  best 
estimate  that  can  be  made  should  be  attempted, 
I  have  very  carefully  examined  and  conipared 
all  those  things  which  are  of  a  nature  to  afford  a 
sound  foundation  for  such  an  operation.  The 
defects  of  the  local  returns,  the  importation  and 


ted  States  afford  extensive  opportunities  to  em- 
ploy themselves  and  their  money  in  manufac- 
tures and  the  useful  arts,  as  well  as  in  commerce, 
navigation,  stocks,  banks,  and  insurance  compa- 
nies. These  branches  are  as  open  to  them  here 
as  are  agriculture  and  the  purchase  of  lands  and 
houses  in  the  most   favorable   States,  or  as  they 


are  to  a  native  or  naturalized  citizen.  Patented  i  production  ot  raw  materials,  food,  forage,  fossil 
monopolies,  processes,  machinery,  and  tools,  en- 1  coal,  and  wood  fuel,  and  the  possession  of  mill 
grossed,  for  a  time,  by  the  foreign  inventor  in  Eu-    seats,  manufacturing   capitalists,  white  popula 


rope,  may.  of  course,  be  used  here  by  all  persons, 
without  restraint  or  injury.  In  this  high  inven- 
tive and  learned  age  these  opportunities,  in  such 


tion.  machinery,  and  native  and  foreign  manu- 
factures, have  been  duly  observed  and  considered, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  whole  value  of  the  manu- 


a  country  as  the  United  Stales,  often  redound  to  '  factures  of  each  State,  Territory,  and  District,  for 
the  great  benefit  of  respectable  foreigners,  as  well  tlie  year  of  the  returns,  has  been  so  accomplished 
as  to  ourselves.  as   to  satisfy    my  own  mind,   in  a   considerable 

It  has  been  attempted,  by  means  of  the  mar-'  degree,  as  to  its  total  amount,  and  to  occasion 
shals'  returns,  by  a  resort  to  other  documents,  by  {  me  strongly  to  hope,  that  the  amounts  for  the 
careful  recollections,  by  observation,  and  by  in-  :  States,  and  other  sections,  respectively,  are  not 
quiry,  to  present  in  this  digest  such  a  statement  '  materially  erroneous. 

of  pertinent  facts  as  appeared  suitable  to  com- i  Considering  that  the  manufactures  actually  re- 
pose a  body  of  convincing  evidence,  respecting  ]  ported  by  the  marshals  and  secretaries  of  Territo- 
ihe  reality,  the  situation,  the  nature,  the  magni- 1  ries  extremely  imperfect,  as  many  of  the  subor- 
tude,  the  variety,  the  benefits,  the  materials,  the  dinate  returns  really  are.  in  quantities,  valuations, 
means,  and  the  tendencies,  of  the  national  manu-  j  and  even  in  notices  of  numerous  small  and  great 
factures.     I  respectfully  submit  a  well  considered    known    manufactures,   amount    to   the   sum    of 


and  confident  opinion,  that  this  internal  branch 
of  trade  has  be<;ome.  and  will  continue  to  be, 


S127,694,602,  after  many   goods  have  been  de- 
ducted, which  are  not  always  classed,  at  least  by 
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coq^.liercial   men,   under  the  head  of  manufac- !  Such  being  the  truth  as  to  any  past  expenditures 
tur»;,  I   have  ventured   respectlully   to  offer  an  I  occasioned  by  this  branch  of  the  internal  indus- 
est.itJate  of  the  whole  manufactures  of  the  Uni-  |  try,  it  is  conceived  to  be  a  duty  to  state  it  as  a 
!,!.1^''rrT°''v'°'^'y'"^^^°'^^'2'^^2,- I  relative  fact,  subject  to  examinaiion   and'coa- 
b,^y  The  facility  of  retaining  and  steadily  ex-     sideration. 

teEifi;)g  this  valuable  branch  of  the  national  This  suggestion  appears  the  more  interestine 
int^Wi^try  is  manifested  by  its  early  and  spontane-  1  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  persons  who  at 
outf^niraencemenl  in  every  county  and  town-  this  time,  compose  the  entire  body  of  the  Araeri- 
sbi^jnd  by  as  nearly  spontaneous  and  costless  ,  can  manufacturers,  their  assistants  and  families 
gro^vYh,  with  such  aids  only  as  have  not  occa-  j  with  a  just  addition  for  those  enga^red  in  house- 
sio^dj  any  material  expense  or  sacrifice  to  agri- ,  hold  manufactures  and  upon  the  estates  of  the 
cul;fu;e  or  commerce,  since  they  were  chiefly  in-  planters  and  farmers,  constitute  the  second  class 
cid^ftlal  to  necessary  revenue,  or  resulted  from  of  the  national  population,  in  respect  to  numbers, 
our. uHStance  from  the  foreign  consumers  of  our  They  are  native,  adopted,  and  foreign;  adults 
proJuciions,  and  manufactures  of  our  supplies,  j  and  minors;  rich,  substantial,  and  poor;  male 
Th.»  .jomparat.ve  importance  of  the  manufactur-  '  and  female.  Our  Federal  and  State  constitutions 
ingUancb  in  the  business  of  the  country,  will  ;  and  laws  secure  to  them  the  right  to  pursue  their 
be  ilKlstraied  by  the  reflections,  that  the  greatest  ,  occupations,  and  to  obtain  comfort  and  prosperity 
valu«5L  in   odp  year,  o(  the  exports  of  American  \  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  citizens  and  in- 

fJlofn^T^L  "'^r^^'r"'^^'*^''^''"?t^'^0'-'^^^'*^"^        '^^^f  ""'^    '^'ff^^^J    through    all    the 
000  4Dd  the  like  value  of  .he  exports  of  foreign  ;  States,  Districts,  and  Territories;   all  the  cities 

prod.^V:tionsand  manufactures  §60,000,000,  under  :  towns,  and  villages,  and  all  the  counties  town^ 
very  extraordinary  and  transitory  circumstances,  '  ships,  and  hundreds.  They  are  found  in  everv 
why:],  may  never  again  occur.  Foreign  and  do-  vicinity,  and  even  in  most  of  the  private  families 
rae.y.p  ^^Po^'^  ;o  the  greatest  year,  having  thus  ,  They  are  a  part  of  the  constituents  of  every  raera- 
amji^ted  to  $108,000,000,  a  net  profit  of  ten  per  1  ber  of  the  Territorial,  State,  and  NationiYLett 
h!?L  «9i  fii^'^SS;''' ^  the  same  on  the  imports,  latures  and  Administrations,  and  are  of  every 
ciT'Sin  '  '  a  n^l  freight  of  vessels,  worth 'church  known  among  us.  They  constitute  a 
«4^  jW,000.  estimated  at  ten  per  cent,  outwards,  ,  great  portion  of  the  militia,  contribute  to  fill  the 
anc<t;.e  .ame  inwards,  being  $9,000,000 ;  and  the  ,  posts  and  ranks  of  the  army,  and  are  parts  of  it, 
agS^.fgate  of  these  great  national  items  of  mer-  !  necessary  organization  in  several  of  their  proper 
ca^i^  trade  being  §137,000,000.  a  comparison  of,  arts  and  l.-ad'es,  appear  in  numbers  on  the  rdls^of 

heMjanufactur.ng  and  commercial  branches  of  the  mercantile  vessels,  of  the  public  and  private 
the^Jtional  trade  may  be  made  and  considered.  !  armed  ships,  and  of  the  workmen  they  cS  v  o 
and  s  It  IS  Ulieved.  without  any  probability  of,  preserve  them  from  injury  or  desiructmn  b7ac^ 
maje.ial  or  dangerous  errors.     Some  confirms-    cident.  tempest,  or  bat  le.     They  nosseTs^nd  era- 

loiof  this  view  of  our  national  operations,  mer-  ploy  proper^,  real  and  personal'  fone'y  large 
can5i,e  and  manufacturing,  may  be  drawn  from    amount,  and  greatly  conlribute  to  the  nubL 


ttjerfycts.  that,  in  years  of  general  peace  and  of 
reg^Ur  and  prosperous  commerce,  from  1785  to 
1781,  ihe  average  exports  of  England  alone,  with 
abopt  8,500,0(X)  inhabitants,  amounted  to  $70,- 
00O,^Hj0 ;  while  their  manufactures  were  com- 
put«^r  at  266,000,000  of  like  money.  By  means 
of  tjjjijj  great  foreign  case,  as  slated  for  their  legis- 
latii'e  use,  and  by  means  of  the  case  of  the  ifni- 


amount,  and  greatly  coniribute  to  the  public  rev- 
enues of  the  States,  and  of  the  Union,  in  the 
form  of  direct  taxes,  and  duties  oq  imports  or 
consumption. 

Opinions  have  been  advanced  in  some  coun- 
tries, unfavorable  to  the  morals  of  the  manufac- 
turers. But  it  does  not  appear  that  there  is  more 
vice  among  the  description  of  persons  indicated 

ted  H.tes,  as  it  may  be  f^nT  t;;;;n^  a?.rt;;  ':^^::^ ^::s';^X:^:.:'' ^^^^ 

proi^c  investigations,  u  IS  probable  that  expedi- ;  smugglers,   by   violence   and  deception    are   the 
ent  )pnd  equi.able  measures  may  he  occasionally    most  immoral  description  of  person    ol*  bus.nes" 

4t"T,h  "'  ''^  ^''''''^-  .  '°  ""y  •^''^'''^^'^  community     Their   m    con: 

T,H{  public  expenses,  incurred  to  promote,  ac-    duct  ,s,  at  the  same  time,  most  injur  ouToZ 

com:npdate,  and  protect  commerce,  however  mod-  country'.  The  system  adopted  at  , he  manufac- 
e^^j.  just,  and  necessary,  have  been  very  consid- ,  tory  of  Humphre  sville,  in  Connect  cut  wuhre- 
erabje.  compared  with  those  incurred  to  promote  spect  to  education,  manners,  discipline  rioral' 
man-ufectures.  A  ponion  of  the  navy,  the  bea-  i  and  religion,  is  an  interesting  evince  thitfhe 
Ti  iT"^  ^Ighc-houses  and  public  piers,  with  a  !  people  o?  the  United  State  m'ay  quicken  and  in! 
p.rt},^ihe  diplomatic  and  consular  establishments,,  crease  the  virtues  of  the  ri^mrgeneraLn  and 
hav.;  occasioned  expenditures,  which,  however  reform  the  degenerate  of  later^fars  by  a  humane 
reas,,tAble,  expedient,  and  equitable,  are  for  the  and  politic  syLm  in  the  lar"  manufactories  h 
propj,  benefit  of  commerce.  Nothing,  equal  to:  may  be  correctly  observed,  fhatwh'enTcom 
lhls,Ju^s  been  done  for  manufactures.     The  mere  |  motions  have  dishonored  'the  reputation  of  the 

,»rn,.i  „,.    manufacturers  in  this  country,  from  this  class  of 


■f~x-~ .  -«..v.  i^K  luaiiuiav-iui c9.      i  ue  mere 

»nie{if|,t  of  ihe  aggregate  of  those  commercial  ex- 
pens*.s,  for  a  single  year,  would  produce,  it  u  be- 
Itev^/newand  important  lights,  guides,  and  aids, 
to  »Jjvho  are  politically,  professionally,  or  inci- 
ueni^fty  interested  in  the  subject  of  manufactures. 


our  citizens  there  have  risen  Nathaniel  Greene 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  David  Ritteuhouse,  re- 
spectfully conceived   to  be  comparable,  without 
di:»advantage  to  their  respective  memories  and  to 
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their  manufacturing  brethren,  with  any  equal 
number  of  ornaments  and  benefactors  to  their 
country,  of  any  other  single  profession  or  occu- 
pation. The  field  of  manufacturers,  represented, 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  to  be  fruitful  in  mis- 
chief and  turbulence,  has  produced  here  a  body 
of  firm  supporters  of  our  consiiiution.s  and  laws, 
and  the  most  respectable  examples  of  the  civic 
virtues. 

When  it  is  considered  that  natural  history  un- 
folds the  works  of  Divine  Providence  in  the  form- 
ation of  our  earth,  of  its  productions,  and  of  all 
its  animated  tenants;  that  chemistry  displays 
their  values,  their  relations,  and  their  uses ;  gene- 
ral philosophy  and  particular  geometry  annually 
teaches  man  more  and  more  to  know  the  princi- 
ples, the  powers,  and  the  laws,  involved  in  the 
stupendous  system  of  the  universal  frame ;  and 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  arts  and  manu- 
factures are  the  practical  application  of  this  ex- 
tensive and  precious  body  of  human  science,  the 
branch  of  the  national  industry  which  has  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  Congress  appears  to  be 
worthy  of  the  most  profound  investigation  and 
the  roost  perfect  display. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  detaining  this  state- 
ment to  the  last  day  permitted  by  your  instruc- 
tion, in  the  hope  that,  by  the  means  which  I  had 
adopted,  1  should  obtain  additional  information 
from  several  of  the  Stales,  in  the  North  and  in 
the  South,  whose  returns  are  manifestly  and 
greatly  defective.  But  none  have  been  received. 
1  therefore  beg  leave  to  conclude,  with  the  re- 
mark that  the  form  and  details  of  the  succeeding 
tables  may  facilitate  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  and  of  the  States,  in  causing 
their  oflBcers  occasionally  to  report  further  infor- 
mation, concerning  particular  branches,  and  re- 
specting manufactures  in  general,  with  their  raw 
materials,  their  means,  and  their  instruments. 

Submitting  with  perfect  deference  the  pre- 
ceding statement  in  all  its  details,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  respectful  servant. 

TENCH  COXE. 

To  the  Secretary  or  the  Treaslrv. 

In  the  course  of  the  numerous  and  diversified  I 
operations,  occasioned   by  the  deliberate  execu-  j 
lion  of  this  digest  and  statement,  constant  and  j 
very  close  attention   has   been   applied    to  those 
facts  which  have  occurred  throughout  the  Union, 
since  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1810,  from  which  a 
judgment  of  the  condition  of  the  manufactures  of  ^ 
the  United  Slates  could  be  safely  formed.     It  has  ; 
resulted  in  a  thorough  conviction  that, after  allow- 
ing for  the  interruptions  to  the  importations  of 
certain  raw  materials,  the  several  branches,  and 
the  States,  Territories,  and  Districts,  have  ad- 
vanced, upon  a  medium,  at  the  full  rate  of  twenty 
per  centum,  which  would  give  an  aggregate,  for 
this  year,  of  $207,315,211.     In  this  increase,  the 
State   of  New  York  is  considered  to  have  most 
largely  partaken,  especially  by  means  of  her  joint 
stock  companies.     But,  as  it  is  best  to  make  ample 
allowances  for  some  repetitions  of  articles,  which 
are  inextricably  involved  in  the  subordinate  re- 


turns, a  sincere  and  well  reflected  opinion  is 
respectfully  >ubmitied,  that  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States,  taken,  in  1813,at  eight  millions 
of  persons,  will  actually  make,  within  this  year, 
manufactured  goods  (exclusively  of  the  doubtful) 
to  the  full  value  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars, or  forty-five  millions  of  pounds  sterling. 

June  21,  1813. 


[Part  III  consists  of  a  series  of  tables  of  the 
several  branches  of  American  manufactures,  ex- 
hibiting them  by  States.  Territories,  and  Districts, 
so  far  as  they  are  returned  in  the  reports  of  the 
Marshals,  and  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Territo- 
ries, and  their  respective  assistants,in  the  Autumn 
of  the  year  1810;  together  with  similar  returns 
of  certain  doubtful  goods,  productions  of  the  soil, 
and  agricultural  stock,  as  far  as  they  have  been 
received. — These  tables  areeniirely  too  volumin- 
ous for  publication  in  this  work. — Editors.] 


UNSETTLED  ACCOUNTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  31,  1814.J 
War  Department,  Jan.  28,  1814. 

Sir  :  Conformable  to  a  resolution  of  the  hon- 
orable the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  30th 
of  July  last,  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  view  of  the  unsettled  ac- 
counts in  the  ofiices  of  the  Accountant  of  this  De- 
partment, and  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  and 
to  suggest  measures  to  secure  the  accountability 
of  public  agents,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation 
of  unsettled  accounts  connected  with  the  War  De- 
partment, I  have  to  report,  that  a  satisfactory  view 
of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  either  of  these  offices 
has  not  been,  and  (agreeably  to  the  enclosed  state- 
ments of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Array  and  of  the 
Accountant)  cannot  be.  rendered  by  them,  with- 
in any  definite  period  of  time. 

The  better  to  secure  the  accountability  of  pub- 
lic agents,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
unsettled  accounts,  I  have  the  honor  to  "'sug- 
gest"— 

1st.  That  an  office  be  established,  in  which  all 
accounts,  whether  in  specie  or  in  kind,  connected 
with  the  Military  and  Indian  Departments,  shall 
be  adjusted,  audited,  and  settled,  conformably  to 
rules  and  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
Treasury  Department  ;  and 

2d.  That,  to  render  efllicient  the  pay  department 
of  the  Army,  which  is  now  butadapted  toa  small 
and  peace  establishment,  and  to  secure  the  regu- 
lar and  punctual  payment  of  the  troops,  a  new 
organization  be  adopted,  to  consist  of  a  Paymaster 
General  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  with 
such  deputy,  district, and  assistant  paymasters, as 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  require,  neither 
of  whom  shall  belong  to  the  line  of  the  Array. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  Speaker  oJ  the  House  of  Reps. 
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a  -■  Army  Pay  Office, 

■  ^  City  of  Washington,  Jan.  18,  1814. 

5«r:  In  the  estimate  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
sa  rjittin^  to  you  for  the  compensation  of  clerks 
in  l^is  office,  lor  the  year  1814,  I  conSned  myself 
to  \ti'v  atnount  appropriated  for  the  year  1813,  un- 
dei  <he  impression   that  any  increase  which  the 


north,  or  sooth,  but  carries  with  it  remittances  to 
the  above-mentioned  officers.  Scarcely  a  mail 
arrives  from  any  of  the  four  points  of  the  compass 
but  comes  loaded  with  their  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers. Not  a  day  passes  over  but  some  of  them  are 
examined  and  settled  at  this  office  ;  hence  it  will 
appear  perfectly  impossible  to  give  anything  like 


pu|l»c  service  mignt  call  for  would  be  more  prop- I  'he  true  State  ot   open  unsettled   accounts,  and   I 
erl>  brought  to  your  view  in  the  report  which  I  '  "lu^t  beg  the  favor  of  you  lo  slate  these  circum- 
wa|  then  about  preparing.     I  have  since  thought,  i  stances  to  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com 
holrqver,  that  it  might  as  well  be  made  the  sub- 
jeci  of  a  separate  communication. 

Ifcff  the  due  examination  and  adjustment  of 


thCjl^avy  and  voluminous  accounts  of  the  seve- 
ralts^jb-pay masters  of  the  army  and  militia,  and 
of  iji^erous  recruiting  officers,  which  are  already 
renS»|red,  and  daily  coming-in,  together  with  the 
cutj^nt  business  of  the  office.  I  consider  it  my 
dutjr  10  suggest  that  an  additional  appropriation 
of  ,nt  least  4.000  dollars,  for  compensation  of' 
cle^jki  in  the  year  1814,  appears  to  be  highly  ne- 
cesiary.  ' 

Uvould  also  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  jiropriety 
of  kn[  appropriation  of  §1,547  22  for  contingen- 
ciei  (jf  the  office,  (1,000  of  which  on  account  of 
theJ  fear  1814.)  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for 
bocjt*,  stationery,  printing,  fuel,  and  other  neces- 
sari  f  ipenses,  including  a  debt  already  contracted 
forJiLose  articles,  for  the  use  of  the  office,  for  the 
la.sB  53X  months  of  the  year  1813,  of  $547  22. 

Jhe  books,  staiiouery,  and  printing,  have  here- 
tol^r^  (until  the  1st  of  July,  1813)  been  paid  for 
oui-cf  the  general  contingent  fund  of  the  War 
De  .aytment;  but,  if  an  appropriation  be  specific- 
ally ifiade  for  those  objects,  as  herein  suggested, 
it  \f41   relieve   the  contingent  fund  of  the  War 


mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  who  introduced  the 
resolution. 

The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing 
to  you  on  the  18th  instant,  is  calculated  for  thai 
part  of  the  resolution  which  relates  to  measures 
tending  to  prevent  the  future  accumulation  of 
unsettled  accounts  in  this  office. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  dec. 

ROBERT  BRENT, 
Paymaster  of  the  Army. 
Hon.  J.  AR.MSTRONG,  ikc'ry  of  War. 


DEPART.MENr  OF  WaR. 

AccountanVa  Office,  Jan.  21,  1814. 
Sir  :  I  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  ol 
August  last,  wherein  you  require  to  be  furnished, 
by  the  1st  of  November  following,  with  a  'state- 
ment of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  this  office,  show- 
ing as  well  the  amount  of  moneys  which  have 
been  advanced  by  the  Government,  and  the  time 
when  advanced  or  paid,  as  the  amount  of  vouch- 
ers rendered  by  the  individuals  charged,  the  causes 
which  have  occasioned  the  delay  of  settlin<r  the 
accounts  of  the  several  agents  and  individuals 
who  have   received    money  from  the   appropria- 


De*itJrtraenl  from   them,   relieve   the   officers  of  h'ons  made  for  the  War  D^artmenf.  no  in?  the 

thai    rianarrnianf     frr^m     »U~   „-,..! •       r    .1  iimo   (nk^n    .L_:_ '  •  6        "- 


thai  Pepartnient  from  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
coi^its,  and  remove  the  difficulties  which  at  pres- 
ettt:je5tist  respecting  the  construction  of  the  laws 
oaflie  subject. 

^\  have  the  honor  to  be,  dt,c. 
•Jl  ROBERT  BRENT, 

V  ;  Paymaster  of  the  Army. 

ijcip.  J.  AR.MdTRONG,  Sec'ry  of  War. 


C(P, 

f  i 


Ar.my  Pay  Office, 
City  of  Washington.  Jan.  24,  1814, 

814  :  I  have^een  for  some  time  endeavoring  to 
muktf  up  a  report  conformably  to  the  views  of  the 
hohowble  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  ex- 
prcis^d  in  their  resolution  of  the  30th  of  July. 
18i3,.and  of  your  letter  to  me  of  the  4th  of  Au- 
gu4  fast,  but  find  it  totally  impracticable  to  make 
one,  by  any  means  satisfactory  to  myself,  or  which 
woild  convey  correckly  the  information  which  it 
wa;>li,l  seem  the  resolution  contemplated  ;  and  for 
lhe/f(iilowing  reasons: 

Tfi^  debits  and  credits  of  the  several  sub-pay- 
maiiers,  recruiting  officers,  and  others,  who  re- 
ccWe-;  public  moneys  from  this  office,  are  con- 
siH^tly  fluctuating;  so  also  are  the  immense 
ma^s  of  accounts  which  are  daily  transmitted 
to  it^   Scarcely  a  mail  leaves  the  city,  east,  west 

;  f 


time  when  their  agencies  or  contracts  expired,  as 
well  as  the  balances  and  amount  of  each  now  re- 
maining unsettled.-'  Since  which  my  attention 
has  been  devoted  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  required  ;  but  such  has  been  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  business  of  the  office,  that  1  have 
hitherto  found  it  impracticable  to  furnish  the 
statements;  they  are  in  a  stale  of  progression 
and  may  possibly  be  completed  during  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress. 

In  order  to  place°you  in  possession  of  some  of 
the  leading  causes  of  this  delay,  I  will  take  ihe 
liberty  to  bring  to  your  view  the  course  that  the 
business  takes  in  its  progress  through  this  office. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  all  ihe  moneys  ip- 
propriated  for,  and  expended  in.  the  War  Depart- 
ment, are  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  by  warrants 
drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  countersign- 
ed by  the  Accountant,  the  amount  of  which,  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last 
has  exceeded  nineteen  millions  of  dollars.  These 
warrants  are  all  recorded  in  this  office,  and  sepa- 
rate accounts  kept  of  eac.i  specific  appropriation 
out  of  which  they  are  drawn,  of  which  annual 
statements  are  furnished  to  Congress.  The  war- 
rants thus  drawn,  are  either  for  advances  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  for  balances  ascer- 
tained on  settlements  made  by  the  Accountant, 
t  or  the  advances,  the  persons  receiving  them  are 
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charged  and  held  accountable  on  the  books  of  this 
office,  and  the  settlements  are  made  in  conformity 
to  lawand  established  regulations,  or  by  authority 
from  ihe  Secretary  of  War.  All  these  transac- 
tions are  entered  on  the  books  of  the  office,  and 
quarter  yearly  statements  of  them  are  made  out, 
and  the  accounts  accompanying  them  transmitted 
to  the  Treasury  for  examination  and  revision. 

In  the  prosecution  of  these  duties  it  will  readily 
occur  to  you,  sir,  that,  where  the  expenditures  of 
the  Department  exceed  so  far  in  amount  those  of 
ordinary  years,  the  business  of  accounts  must  ne- 
cessarily increase  in  a  correspondent  degree,  even 
if  the  system  according  to  which  the  business  is 
transacted,  were  as  well  calculated  for  the  one  as 
the  other.  This  I  cannot  avoid  stating  is  not  the 
case  ;  and  with  the  view  of  showing  wherein  the 
difference  is  most  prominent,  I  will  take  the  lib- 
erty of  Slating  that  part  of  the  business  in  relation 
to  advances  and  the  manner  they  are  now  ac- 
counted for. 

1st.  As  it  regards  the  Quartermaster  General's 
department. 

it  will  be  recollected  that,  by  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress establishing  a  Quartermaster  General's  de- 
partment, the  Q,uarterniaster  General  is  expressly 
exonerated  from  any  responsibility  for  his  depu- 
ties ;  the  consequence  is,  that  advances  are  made 
to  the  Quartermaster  Generals,  which  they  dis- 
tribute lo  the  several  officers  of  their  departments  ; 
these  again  advance  moneys  to  others,  and  con- 
sequently, when  one  personal  account  is  adjusted, 
it  gives  rise  to  a  number  of  others,  and  in  this 
manner  the  duties  of  this  office,  in  relation  lo  that 
department  are  increased  to  a  degree  more, readily 
imagined  than  described. 

2d.  As  it  regards  the  recruiting  service.  » 
Officers  commanding  recruiting  districts  are 
furnished  with  money  in  advance,  with  which 
they  are  charged.  These  are  branched  out  to 
officers  of  every  grade  in  the  army,  with  each  of 
whom  separate  accounts  are  opened  and  settle- 
ments are  required  to  be  made  at  this  office,  and 
the  same  remark  applies  to  this  branch  of  the  bu- 
siness, as  it  regards  the  number  of  personal  set- 
tlements, as  that  made  in  relaiion  to  accounts  of 
the  Quartermaster's  department. 

3d.  As  it  regards  the  Pay  department. 

The  course  pursued  is,  for  ilie  Paymaster  of  the 
Army  to  receive  advances  for  the  pay,  subsist- 
ence, and  forage,  of  the  army,  and  for  bounties 
and  premiums,  with  which  he  is  charged  on  the 
books  of  this  office.  His  payments  consist  prin- 
cipally in  advances  to  paymasters  of  districts,  and 
to  officers  for  recruiting.  The  district  paymasters 
advance  money  to  the  regimental  paymasters,  and 
others,  for  the  pay,  &,c..  of  the  array,  and  by  this 
process,  when  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  exhib- 
its his  accounts  for  adjustment,  their  settlement 
occasions  the  opening  of  a  multitude  of  accounts, 
all  of  which  are  to  be  ultimately  settled  in  this 
office. 

4lh.   Commissary  General's  department. 

Advances  are  made  from  this  office  lo  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Purchases,  and  to  every  dep- 


uty commissary  in  service;  separate  accounts 
from  each  are  received  and  adjusted  at  this  office, 
to  a  very  great  extent  ;  for.  independent  of  the 
number  of  accounts  which  the  advances  are  cal- 
culated to  produce,  the  system  directed  by  the  act 
of  ihe  3d  March,  1S09,  by  which  every  person  has 
a  distinct  account  opened  under  each  specific  ap- 
propriation out  of  wliich  the  moneys  are  advanced 
to  him,  the  number  of  accounts  which  an  agent 
of  purchases,  for  instance,  lias  open,  amounts  to 
ten  or  twelve,  for  each  of  which  he  renders  quar- 
ter yearly  accounts  and  vouciiers,  which  are  to 
be  settled  and  entered  on  ihe  books  of  this  office. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  all  these  transac- 
tions are  to  be  placed  on  record  on  the  books  of 
this  office,  that  the  accounts  are  all  to  be  settled, 
the  balances  ascertained  and  paid,  without  any 
other  examination  than  that  which  they  receive 
at  this  office,  I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  found 
that  all  has  been  done  wliich  it  was  practicable 
to  do  with  the  force  employed  in  the  office,  and 
under  the  circumstances  above-mentioned,  and 
that  causes,  not  within  my  control,  have  prevent- 
ed my  complying  with  the  contents  of  your  letter 
within  the  time  required. 

I  have  thus.  sir.  mentioned  some  of  the  promi- 
nent features  of  the  system,  according  lo  which 
a  part  of  the  duties  of  this  office  are  performed, 
and  some  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  that  sys- 
tem. I  could  proceed  to  slate  the  increased  labor 
and  time  necessary  to  the  adjustment  of  the  great 
accumulation  of  personal  accounts,  the  very  great 
and  increasing  corre.'>{)ondence  of  the  office  con- 
sequent to  that  accumulation;  but  it  will  doubt- 
less occur  to  you,  sir,  that,  from  what  has  been 
stated,  some  alteration  has  become  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  regular  and  punctual  perform- 
ance of  the  public  business  of  this  office  ;  and  the 
subject  is  accordingly  respectfully  submitted  to 
you  as  the  head  of  the  War  Department. 
I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully.  «tc. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONS. 

Hon.  J.  Armstro.ng,  Secr'y  of  War. 


SINKING   FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  7,  I8I4,] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
port to  Congress  as  follows: 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  auihor- 
ized  by  the  Board,  subsequent  lo  their  last  report, 
of  the  6th  of  February,  1813,  so  far  as  the  same 
have  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the 
report  of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
this  Board,  dated  ibe  fourth  day  of  the  present 
month,  and  in  the  statements  therein  referred  to, 
which  are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to 
be  received  as  part  of  this  report. 

E.  GERRY. 
JAS.  MONROE, 
W.  JONES, 
Acting  Sec'ry  Treasury. 
Washington,  Feb.  5,  1814. 
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TsltASDRT  Department, 

February  4,  1814. 
Secretary    of  the  Treasury   respectfully 
the  Commissioners  of  the    Siakiog 


.?r^*tthe  balance  of  moneys  advanced  on  account 
of  th^  public  debt,  remaining  unexpended  al  the  close 
ojabe  year  iHll,  and  applicable  to  pay  menu  falling 
dff^  nAer  that  year,  which  balance,  as  appears  by  the 
stjie^ient  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report,  amount- 

eiUof $502,513  85 

Tvi(«^her  with    sums  disbursed  from 

t^«j  Treasury  during  the  year  1812, 

■ViiSiccount  of  the  principal  and  in- 
ly t*st  of  the  pubhc  debt,  ',vhich  sums, 

;*  Appears  by  the  statement  C,  an- 

ij-e^ed    to    the   lat>t    annual    report, 

^.n^-unted  to  ....       4,474,558   19 

Together  with  a  further  sum  arising 

f|o^  profit  in  exchange  on  remit. 

tirores   from    America    to    Europe, 

ffi^ng  the  year   1812,  amounting, 

ajk  appears  by  the  statement  D,  an- 

n^ied  to  the  last  annual  report  to  -  91,532  88 

Anjl  ;vith  a  further  sum,  being  thedif. 

itrt-nce    between    the    principal    of 

ML'<k   purchased    during    the    year 

)|HJ2,  and  the  money  paid  for  the 

t^tht,  of        -         -         •         -         - 


3,102  81 
-    $5,071,707  73 


$24,927  30 


.\n§  -Amounting,  together,  to     • 

ii  — = 

JfftVing  been    accounted  for  in  the  following  man- 

I.  r^here  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 
jJ-ar  1812,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys 
l/ny-tofore  advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
(tt<tt,  as  appears  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  the 
Il'-it  annual  report,  the  sum  of         -  **"'  """  "" 

II.  ♦}  tie  sums  actually  applied  during 
Ike  same  year  to  the  payment  of  the 
^incipal  and  interest  of  the  public 
d«bi,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  ren- 
d^rfd  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
u\i<>unted,  as  will  appear  by  the  an- 
i.«xed  statement  A,  to  four  millions 
s^tn  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
i.^K-  hundred  and  lifty-four  dollars 
tl^r<y-nine  cents,  viz: 

1.  Jfaiid  in  reimbursement  of  the  prin. 
c.m^l  of  the  public 
d|p(      -         -         -    $2,259,681   82 

2.  ^i^d  on  account 
ol  the  interest  and 
el^arges  on  the 
$i»,i;e     -         .         -       2,451,272  57 


III.  fc^e  balance  remaining  unexpend- 
e|, '^t  the  close  of  the  year  1812, 
a^ applicable  to  payments  falling 
dtg"  after  that  year,  as  ascertained 
b^  accounts  rendered  to  the  Treas- 
ojp?'.  Department,  amounted,  as  will 
si^-ar  by  the  annexed  statement 
(tio 


4,710,954  39 


335,826  04 
$0,071,707  73 


That,  during  the  year  1813,  the  following  diabarao- 
raents  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  viz : 
I.  On   account  of  the  interest   and  reimbursement  of 


the  domestic  funded  debt 

II.  On  account  of  the  unfunded  regis- 
tered debt 

III.  Ou  account  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  temporary  loans,  viz 


$4,713,421   61 


29  28 


Payment  of  interest 
Reimbursement  of  the 
principal 


$127,067   10 
1,350,000  00 


IV.  On  account  of  principal  and  in- 
terest of  Treasury  notes 

V.  On  account  of  the  interest  on  Lou- 
isiana stock  and  converted  atock 
payable  in  Europe  ... 

Amounting,  together,  as  will  appear 
by  the  annexed  list  of  warranU, 
marked  C,  to 


1,477,067  10 
6,190,517  99 
4,239,925  80 

679,673  64 
$11,110,117  42 


$3,550,369   11 


Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  follow- 
ing funds,  viz  : 

I.  From  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  the  year  1812,  remaining  unex- 
pended   at   the   end  of  that    year,  which    balance 
amounted,  as  stated  in  the  last  an- 
nual report,  to        -  -  .  . 

II.  From  the  funds  constituting  the 
annual  appropriation  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  the  year  1813, 
viz: 

From  the  fund  arising  from  the  inter- 
est on  the  debt  transferred  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  8inking  Fund, 
as,  per  statement  1    $1,932,107  92 

From  the  fund  aris- 
ing from  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  be- 
aing  the  amount  re- 
ceived into  the 
Treasury  from  the 
Ist  October,  1812, 
to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1813,  per 
statement  K  - 

From  the  proceeds  of 
duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported, 
and  on  the  tonnage 
of  vessels 


830,671  53 


4,794,966  44 


Amounting,  together,  to    - 

Which  sum  of  -    $7,557,745  89 

Being  deducted  from 
the  annual  appro- 
priation of    - 


7,667,740  89 


8,000,000  00 


Leaves  an  unexpend- 
ed balance  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  addition  to 
the  appropriation 
for  that  year,  of    - 


442,364   11 
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III.  From  repayments  into  the  Treas- 
ury, on  account  of  moneys  hereto- 
fore advanced  for  the  payment  of 
dividends  on  the  domestic  funded 
debt,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed 
statement  E  - 

That  the  above-mentioned  disburse- 
ments, together  with  the  balance 
above  stated,  which  remained  unex- 
pended at  the  close  of  the  year  1812, 
of 

Together  with  a  further  sum  arising 
from  profit  on  remittances  from 
America  to  Europe,  purchased  dur- 
ing the  year  1813,  and  amounting, 
as  appears  by  the  annexed  state- 
ment D,  to    - 

And  with  a  further  sum,  being  the  dif- 
ference between  th?  principal  of 
stock  purchased  during  the  year 
1813,  and  the  money  paid  for  the 
same,  amounting,  an  appears  by  the 
annexed  statement  L,  to 

Making,  together       ... 


2,002  43 


335,826  04 


98,452  06 


1,902  34 


$11,546,297  87 


Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in 
conformity  with  the  accounts  which  shall  then  have 
been  rendered  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

That,  in  the  mean  time,  the  manner  in  which  the 
said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows : 

I.  The  repayments  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of 
the  principal  of  moneys  advanced  for  the  payment 
of  dividends  on  the  domestic  funded  debt,  have 
amounted,  during  the  year  1813,  as  by  the  above- 
mentioned  statement  E,  to     -         -  $2,002  43 

II.  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 
the  year  1813,  to  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  are  es- 
timated as  follows : 

1.  Paid  in  reimburse- 
ment of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  public 
debt      - 

2.  Paid  on  iiccount  of 
interest  and  charges 
on  the  public  debt 


$7,177,550  24 


3,510,054  67 


As  will  ap()ear  by  the  annexed  esti- 
mate F 

III.  The  balance  which  remained  an- 
ezpended  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1813,  and  applicable  to  payments 
falling  due  after  that  year,  is  esti- 
mated, per  annexed  estimate  G,  at 


10,687,604  91 


856,690  58 
$11,646,297  87 


That,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  of  the  6th 
of  July,  1812,  a  copy  of  which  was  annexed  to 
the  last  annual  report,  purchases  of  Louisiana 
stock  and  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1812  were  con- 
tinued in  the  year  1813,  and  S147200  of  the 
former,  and  $267,000  of  the  latter,  were  purchased 
for  $412,497  66,  the  particulars  of  which  pur- 
chases are  exhibited  in  the  anoexed  statement, 
marked  L. 


That  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts  by 
which  certain  temporary  loans  had  been  obtained 
in  the  year  1812,  under  the  law  authorizing  the 
loan  for  a  ^um  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,  such  instalments  of  those  loans  as  fell  due 
in  the  year  1813,  were  duly  discharged  at  the 
times  when  they  respectively  became  payable. 
These  instalments  amounted  to  $1,350,000.  at]d 
are  shown  in  detail  in  the  annexed  statement, 
m.irked  M. 

That,  during  the  year  1813.  and  in  the  months 
of  January  and  February,  1814,  Treasury  notes 
amounting  to  $4,022,700,  became  payable,  and, 
together  with  the  interest  thereon,  were  paid  on 
moneys  advanced  for  their  payment  at  the  sev- 
eral days  on  which  they  fell  due.  The  annexed 
statement,  N,  shows  the  times  when,  and  the 
places  at  which,  these  notes  were  payable. 

And  that  the  annexed  statements,  marked  H, 
exhibits  the  amount  of  stock  transferred  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  and  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  trust  for  said 
State*,  and  standing  on  the  books  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  their  credit,  on  the  31st  December,  1813. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  JONES. 
Acting  Sec'y  TVeasuiy. 

[The  tabular  statements  are  omitted.] 


FOREIGN  GOLD  COINS— EXPORTATION  OF 
SPECIE. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  12,  1814.] 
BALTtMORE,  March  4,  1814. 

Sib:  From  the  numerous  calls  for  specie  lately 
made  on  the  banks  of  this  State,  and  to  the  South- 
ward, and  which  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
will  be  repeated,  great  inconvenience  must  soon 
refult.  unless  some  measures  are  adopted  to  avert 
the  difficulty  of  meeting  those  demands.  The 
banks  of  this  city  have  been,  and  still  are,  labor- 
ing under  considerable  inconvenience,  from  the 
circumstance  of  foreign  gold  coins  not  being  a 
legal  tender.  They  received  those  coins  to  a  large 
amount,  under  an  act  of  Congress  which  was 
sulfered  to  expire,  and  are  now  unable  to  use 
them,  DOlwithstanding  the  pressing  demands  upon 
them.  A  law  giving  some  rate  of  currency  to 
specie  of  this  description,  seems  indispen.sably  ne- 
cessary, and  would  contribute  materially  to  their 
relief. 

Since  the  State  of  Maryland  has  been  wholly 
deprived  of  commerce,  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  have  been  gradually  getting  in  debt  to 
the  Eastern  cities,  and  payments  are  now  re- 
quired in  specie,  to  an  amount  that  will  greatly 
exhaust  they*  treasure  ;  in  the  event  of  peace,  the 
further  demand  for  exportation  will,  it  is  appre- 
hended, materially  increase  their  embarrassments. 
In  the  latter  point  of  view,  the  subject  is  peculi- 
arly interestins  to  the  banks  of  New  York.  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Baltimore,  inasmuch  as  they  have 
subscribed  largely  to  the  late  loans  to  the  (jDiled 
Stales.     Nearly  one-third  of  the  bankiog  capital 
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(  f  Baltimore  has  been  thus  invested;  and  if.  on  ject,  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  bvwhirh 
thjf  return  of  peace,  specie  should  be  permitted  to  it  appears  that,  iii  the  statement  of  ibe  Duhlir 
U>exported.  the  necessary  consequence  will  be,  debt  on  the  1st  January,  1813,  annexed  lo  the 
|b.tt  the  increased  demand  upon  the  banks  will  printed  account  of  the  receipts  and  expend. lures 
^.Vnpel  them  to  throw  this  stock  into  the  market  ,  for  the  year  1812,  the  amount  of  stuck  consiuuted 
4,  a  very  reduced  value,  much  to  their  own  injury,  I  under  the  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  serv  ce 
Jewell  as  to  the  injury  of  the  nation.  And  it  |  of  that  year,  was,  by  mistake,  staled  at  eleven 
jyy  not  be  entirely  unworthy  of  consideration,  |  millions  of  dollars,  instead  of  eight  millions  thirtv- 
4<,,rfarthe  prospect  of  exporting  specie,  at  the  ,  four  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  the  real 
^*6e  of  the  war,  may  retard,  or  the  prohibition     amount  of  six  per  cent,  slock  issued  b^  virtue  of 

llti^xport  may  facilitate,  such   loans  as  the  Gov-     •"- ^  ^-  '  ^ 

qjrnraent  may  hereafter  wish  to  make. 
\  /Jnder  the^e  impressions,  therefore,  we  take  the 
liUrty  respectfully  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety 
cif;jecommending  to  Congress,  during  the  present 
s|r:  «ion.  to  provide  by  law  for  giving  a  rate  of 
cwtreucy  to  foreign  gold  coins,  and  to  prohibit 
t{i<^' exportation  of  specie  for  twelve  months  after 
ik^ce  shall  be  proclaimed. 

r  In  the  hope  that,  if  these  measures  shall  meet 
)imt  approbation,  you  will  .submit  them  to  the 
I  resident,  or  give  them  such  other  course  a*  may 
i^t  your  opinion  best  promote  the  objects  we  have 
it.  view,  we  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  with  very 
l^gh  respect  and  consideration,  your  very  obe- 
qiiat  servants, 

V  W.  COOKE. 

[■  President  of  the  Bank  of  Maryland. 

t  WM.  WILSON, 

^  Presid^it  of  tJie  Bank  of  Baltimore. 


? 


It 
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HExNRY  PAYSON, 

Presvlent  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland 

JAMES  MOSHER, 
President  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Baltimore 

HEZ.  WATERS, 
President  of  Marine  Bank  of  Baltimore 

JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON, 
Pre^'t  Commercial  and  Farmers*  Bank. 
PHIL.  MOORE, 
President  of  Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore 

WM.  GRAHAME, 
President  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank. 

JOHN  DONNELL, 
President  of  the  City  Bank  of  Baltimore. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Ca.mpbell. 

Secretary  of  the  Trecuury. 


the  act  before  recited. 

I  have  the  honor   to   be,  very  respectfully,  sir. 
your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL. 
Honorable  Speaker 

Of  the  House  of  Hepresentatives. 


I 

J^BVISED  ST.^TE.MENT  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT 
i  _ 

I  (.Communicated  to  the  House,  Aprd  14,  1814.] 
i        Treasury  Depart.men t,  April  12,  1814. 
fStR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a 
rt^^Viaed  statement  of  the  debt  of  the  United  Slates, 
a-»cjmpanied  by  an  explanatory  letter  on  ihesub^ 

t 

X 


Treasury  Department. 

Registers  Office,  April  7,  1814. 
Sir:  I  have  ihe  honor  to  transmit  a  revised 
statement  of  the  'debt  of  the  United  States  on 
the  1st  January.  1913,"  as  a  substitute  for  the 
statement  thereof,  forming  a  part  of  the  appendix 
to  the  printed  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  year  1812,  presented  a  few  days 
since,  and  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Represeat- 
atives  of  the  United  States. 

The  Item  in  which  the  variation  appears,  is  the 
extension  of  the  sum  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars, 
as  constituted  stock  under  the  act  for  borrowing 
to  that  amount  in  the  year  1812,  and  which  had 
been  calculated  to  the  full  amount;  whereas  the 
whole  amount  of  the  moneys  borrowed  under  the 
authority  of  that  act  was  only  -    $10,184,700 

But  as  $2,150,000  therefore  had  been 
borrowed  of  certain  banks,  on  con- 
tract, reimbursable  in  the  years 
1813  and  1814,  ibis  amount  forms 
a  deduction  of     -        -        .        .      $2,150,000 

Leaving  the  true  amount  of  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  the  year  1812,  of    -      $8,034,700 

A  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  this  revised 
statement  has  been  struck  off.  not  only  for  the 
present  occasion,  but  also  to  be  bound  up  with 
the  appendix  to  be  rendered  with  a  similar  state- 
ment for  the  ensuing  year,  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  the  correctness  o[  those  annual  ex- 
hibitions of  the  public  debt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
Hon.  G.  W.  Campbell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Revised  Statement  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1813. 
Domestic  Debt,  exclusive  of  the  sums  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fund  : 

Six  per  cent,  stock $17,506,485  90 

Three  per  cent,  stock 16,157.972  59 

Deferred  8tock 9,576.634  68 

liouieiana  six  per  cent,  stock 11,070,700  00 

Six  per  cent,  stock,  loan  of  1796  .....  80,000  00 

ExchaDged  MX  per  stock  of  1812 2,745.120  58 

^ % 

57.136,913  75 

Six  per  cent,  stock,  constituted  by  an  act  passed  the  14th  of 

March,  1812,  entitled  '«.\n  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  money 

not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollars,"  and  for  which 

scrip  certificates  were  issued     -         -         -  •$8,034,700  00 

Deduct,  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  of 

the  Sinking  Fund 57,000  00 

7,977,700  00 

Nominal  amount  of  debt  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1813 $65,114,813  75 

Deduct  reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks  to  the  3l8t 

December,  1812 $19,909,972    19 

From  this,  deduct  reimbursement  paid  on  stock  subsequently  transferred  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  to  the  Ist  January',  1810      -         .         -         $28,748  02 

And  the  difference  between  the  nominal  amount  of  six  per 
cent,  and  deferred  stocks  exchanged,  and  the  amount  of 
exchanged  stock  issued  in  lieu  thereof,  being  reimburse- 
ment previously  paid  on  said  stocks  ....      5,664,227  48 

5,692,975  50 

14,216,996  69 

Unredeemed  amount  on  the  1st  Januar)',  1813  -        ' (a)  50,897,617  06 

Nominal  amount  of  the  debt  as  above  stated 65,114  613  75 

Sinking  Fund.     The  following  sums  are  in  the  Treasury  books,  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 

Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  the  3l8t  December,  1812. 
Foreign  Debt,  viz:  Five  per  cent,  stock         ....    $8,200,000  00 

Four  and  one  half  per  cent,  stock    -         .  820,000  00 

Four  per  cent,  stock        ....       3,180,000  00 

$12,200,000  00 

Domestic  Debt, viz:  Six  per  c-nt.  stock  ....       1,946,02692 

Three  per  cent,  stock      -         -         -         .  698,555  41 

Deferred  six  per  cent,  stock     -  -         -       1,006,179  83 

Eight  per  cent,  stock       ....       6,482,500  00 

Exchanged  8n  per  cent,  stock         -         .      0,294,051    12 

Converted  six  per  cent,  stock  -         .       1,859,850  70 

Four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock        -  .  176,000  00 

Five  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock         .         -       1,848,900  00 

Navy  ail  per  cent,  stock         .         -         -         711,700  00 

Louisiana  six  per  cent,  stock  .         -  179,300  00 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1812      -         -         -  57,000  00 

21,259,063  98 

33,459,063  98 

(6)98,673.677  73 

(a)  Unredeemed  amount,  1st  January,  1812 45,120,150  43 

Add  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1812 8,034,700  00 

From  which,  deduct  amount  purchased  by  Sinking  Fund  ...  .'■|7,000  00 

7,977,700  00 
Add  three  per  cent,  stock  issued  smce 82  55 

7,977.782  65 

^  J           .  53,097,932  98 

Deduct  reimbursement  of  ?ix  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks        .         -         -  1,446,047  31 

Ditto  of  converted  stock 565,318  41 

Louisiana  stock  purchased .         -  179,300  00 

Deferred             do                  9,650  20 

'  2,200,315  92 

Unredeemed  amount  Januar)-  1,  181.3.    -        .        ^ 50,897,617  06 


Ill 
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:j((*>)  Total  nominal  amount  of  debt,  including  Sinking  Fund,  lit  of  January,  1812,  -         -$93,120,734  16 

j  ^  Add  *ix  per  cent,  of  1812 8,034,700  00 

i  i  Add  three  per  cent,  ftock  isRued  since 82  66 

I   ;  8,034,782  65 


i  t 


j  !  ■  101,1.^6,516  71 

f  t  Deduct  difference  between  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks  exchanged  >nd  stock  iuued  in  lieu      2,581,838  98 

M 


As  above 


5  ■*  The  total  amount  of  moneys  received  into  the  Treasary,  viz  : 

{  In  the  year  1812 $10,002,400  00 

I  Jn  the  year  1813 


182,300  00 


i   From  which  deduct  the  amount  of  temporary  loans  reimbursed  in  1813  and  1814 


jf\mount  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  year  1812 


98,673,677  73 


10,184,700  00 
2,150,000  00 

8,034,700  00 


PATENT  RIGHT  OF  OLIVER  EVANS. 


tenable  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee.  The 
Legislature  had  the  power  (and  it  seems  in  this 
case  they  have  exercised  it)  to  subject  those  who 
should  use  the  improvements  mentioned,  in  future, 
to  the  claim  of  the  said  Oliver  Evans.  The  pat- 
ent originally  granted  to  him  had  previously  been 
declared  void  by  a  judicial  decision.  The  case, 
therefore,  stood  as  if  no  exclusive  right  had  ever 
been  granted,  and  it  is  certainly  not  necessary  to 
prove  that  a  person  who  uses  a  new  improvement 

»        -    , rv,"  T   ^o/^o   ;  before  a  patent  is  granted,  is  subject  to  the  restric- 

iie  of  the  act  passed  on  the  2Ist  January,  1808   i  ,ions  which  follow  the  grant.     V^our  committee, 
^titled  "An  act   for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Evans,"     therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That   the    prayer   of  the   memorial 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 


-  [Communicated  to  the  House,  January  6,  1814.] 

I  Mr.  Incersoll.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
vas  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants 
Jf  Maryland,  on  the  subject  of  the  patent  granted 
lii  Oliver  Evan?,  for  his  improvements  in  ma- 
fchnnery  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  flour, 
Zwde  the  following  report: 

f  That  the  memorialists  complain  that,  by  vir- 
u\e  of  tht  act  passed  on  the  2lst  January,  1808, 
^titled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Evans," 
51?  said  Oliver  Evans  claims  the  benefit  of  cer- 
Cicn  improvements  in  the  machinery  employed  in 
i\t  manufacture  of  flour,  of  which  he  is  not  the 
^J-ginal  inventor;  that  he  exacts  large  and  un- 
%'asonable  sums  for  the  use  of  those  improve- 
^Jufnts;  and  that  those  are  compelled  to  pay,  wiio 
ifSVe  established  their  improvements  before  the 
•»»Ming  of  the  said  act. 

pTour  committee  conceive  it  not  only  repugnant 
t;t)She  principles  of  a  Government  organized  like 
cRifs.  to  permit  a  question  of  a  character  such  as 
4u*  first  objection  presents,  to  be  litigated  before 
ijjii  Legislature;  but  it  is  impossible  that  a  fair 
(il'jision  c^n  be  made,  when  it  is  indispensable,  in 
Order  to  render  impartial  justice,  that  the  parties 
Jijould  be  permitted  to  go  into  evidence  respecting 
tin*  facts  in  controversy.  A  court  of  justice  is  the 
{*j''l}per  tribunal  where  such  questions  ought  to  be 
tfifd,  and  your  committee  are  informed  that  this 
»V,»y  question  has  already  been  settled  in  that 
\WV,  by  the  circuit  court  of  tlie  United  States  for 
tjiif  Maryland  district,  favorable  to  the  pretensions 
t^  the  said  Evans. 

'^^fhe  second  subject  of  complaint  seems  to  your 
committee  equally  an  improper  subject  for  the 
inljrference  of  the  Legislature.  The  patentee,  by 
\^i  has  an  exclusive  privilege  to  use  his  inren- 
tuiii  as  he  pleases.  No  person  has  a  right  to  com- 
pttin  if  the  proprietor  of  an  invention  demands  a 
sftjji  deemed  exorbitant,  more  than  if  such  a  de- 
t&knd  had  been  made  for  any  other  species  of 
fkfpperty  ;  it  must  rest  with  the  purchaser  whether 
•liji  interest  will  permit  him  to  yield  to  it. 

-  j^he  third  ground  of  complaint  is  equally  un- 


I  To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  . 
Your  memorialists  humbly  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent, that  your  honorable  body,  on  the  21st  day  of 
January,  1808,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
I  retary   of  State,  on   application,   in    writing,   by 
'  Oliver  Evans,  to  cause  letters  patent  to  be  made 
■  out   in  the  manner  and   form    prescribed   by  the 
act  entitled  'An  act  to   promote  the  progress  of 
I  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made 
I  for  that  purpose;"  thereby  granting  to   the  said 
I  Oliver  Evans,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators, 
{  and   assigns,  for    a   term  not  exceeding   fourteen 
j  years,  the  full  and  exclusive  right  and    liberty  of 
I  making,  constructing,  using,  and  vending  to  be 
used,  his  invention,  discovery,  and  improvements 
in  the  art  of  manufacturing  flour  and  meal,  and 
in  the   several   machines  which  he  has  discover- 
ed, invented,  improved,  and  applied  to  that  pur- 
pose.    That  letters  patent  did  accordingly  issue, 
which    are   now  in   full   operation  ;  and    that,  by 
means  of  them,  the  patentee  is  exercising  a  most 
grievous  oppression  over  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and    more  especially  over   those  who  are 
immediately  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flour. 
Your  memorialists,  in  any  ordinary  case,  would 
he  the  last  to  remonslraieagamst  benefits  which  the 
Legislature  of  their  country  might  think  proper  to 
confer  upon  any  individual ;  but  believing,  as  they 
do,  that  your  honorable  body,  when  you  consented 
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to  pass  the  act  of  January,  1808,  in  favor  of  Mr- 
Evans,  were  deceived  by  artful  representations  of 
merit;  and  knowing,  also,  that  Mr.  Evans  has 
used  his  patent  for  purposes  in  which  it  could 
never  have  been  intended  to  give  him  aid.  your 
memorialists  feel  confidently  assured  that  Con- 
gress will  not  hesitate  to  reconsider  the  ground 
of  their  former  grant,  and  to  do  impartial  justice 
between  Mr.  Evans  and  the  rest  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

Your  memorialists  have  understood,  and    they 
have   no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that,  when   Congress 
undertook  to  renew  Mr.  Evans's  monopoly,  they 
were  industriously  made  to  believe  that  he  was  the 
inventor  of  all  the  maciiines  for  which  he  solicited 
and  obtained  his  patent.     In  this  your  honorable 
body  were  grossly  deceived.     Many  of  your  me- 
morialists  have  just    witnessed    the   progress   of 
several   trials   that  took  place  at  the  last  term  of 
the   circuit   court  of  the  United    States  at  Balti- 
more, in  actions  instituted    by  Mr.  Evans   for  in- 
fringements on  his  patent  rights.     Although    the 
result   of  these   trials   were  such    as   must  give 
alarm  to  every  man  who  has  dared  to  think  of  op- 
posing this  exorbitant    monopolist,  yet  did   they 
prove  most  incontrovertibly,  bv  the  investigations 
to  which    thpy  led,  that   Mr.  Evans  was  not   the 
original  inventor  of  any  one  of  his  pretended  ma- 
chines.    Your  memorialists  entreat  the  patience 
of  your  honorable  l,ody.  while  they  briefly  detail 
the  testimony  relating  to  this  question,  such  as  it 
appeared  before  the  circuit  court,  and  such  as  it 
can  again  be  exhibited,  whenever  your  honorable 
body  may  think  proper  to  require  it. 

The  m.Tchines  which  form  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Evans'>  patent  are  the  conveyer,  the  elevator,  the 
hopperboy,  and  the  drill.  For  greater  perspicuity, 
we  will  state  ihe  testimony,  as  applied  to  each 
machine,  in  successive  order. 

Isi.  The  conveyer.  It  was  proved  that  Jona- 
than Ellicott,  of  Baltimore  county,  was  the  firbi 
inventor  of  this  machine.  He  had  erected  it  in 
his  miU  some  lime  before  the  year  1786,  and  ap- 
plied It  to  all  its  present  uses.  He  showed  it  to 
Oliver  Evans,  who  was  highly  pleased  with  its 
operation.  He  said  it  was  all  that  was  necessary 
to  complete  his  machinery  ;  that  he  had  long 
desired  to  have  such  a  machine,  but  could  not  de- 
rise  one  ;  and.  finally,  in  consideration  that  Jona- 
than Ellicott  would  permit  him  to  attach  it  to  his 
elevator  and  hopperboy,  Oliver  Evans  gave  him 
a  perpetual  license  to  use  these  last. 

2.  The  elevator.  This  machine  has  been  in- 
vented nearly  a  century  and  a  half.  There  are 
books,  a  hundred  years  old.  that  exhibit  if.  (ap- 
plied to  hydraulic  purposes.)  the  same  in  princi- 
ple, form,  dimensions,  and  materials,  with  the 
elevator  now  claimed  by  Oliver  Evans  as  his 
original  invention. 

3d.  The  hopperboy.  A  machine  upon  the  same 
principle  with  Oliver  Evans's  alleged  hopperboy, 
worked  by  the  same  power,  acting  in  the  same 
manner  upon  the  meal,  and  producing  the  same 
effect,  although  not  as  beneficially,  was  invented 

by Marshall,  of  Delaware,  and  set  to  work  in 

tus  mill,  before  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  sup- 
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posed  discovery.   Mr.  Evans  lived  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  this  invention. 

4th.  The  drill.  The  invention  of  this  machine 
did  not  come  in  question  before  the  circuit  court ; 
but  it  is  susceptible  of  undeniable  proof,  that  Jona- 
than Ellicott,  before  referred  to.  was  the  inventor 
of  it.  as  well  as  of  the  conveyer. 

Thus  it  appears  that  Mr.  Evans's  merit,  as  aa 
inventor,  in  no  respect  corresponds  with  the  art- 
ful and  imposing  representations  by  which  your' 
honorable  body  were  induced  to  grant  him  your 
protection  for  a  second  term  of  fourteen  years. 
So  far  from  having  invented  all  these  machines, 
he  was  not  the  original  inventor  of  any  one  of 
them.     Your  memorialists,  therefore,  might  here 
rest  their  petition  ;  but  they  think  it  proper  to 
notice  the  other  grounds  of  Mr.  Evans's  preten- 
sions.    These  are,  first,  that  he  has  invented  use- 
ful improvements  in  the  structure  of  the  several 
machines  secured  by  his  patent;  and,  secondly, 
that  he  was  the  first  who  applied  to  their  new 
use  in  mills  those  machines. 

The  conveyer  and  hopperboy  are  the  only  ma- 
chines in  which  Mr.  Evans  will  now  attempt  to 
show  that  he  has  made  any  improvement;  in  the 
elevator  and  drill  he  has  not  made  even  an  al- 
teration.    First,  then, of  the  conveyer:  The  trans- 
verse flights  form  the  alteration  which  he  claims 
to  have   made  in    this    machine.     Even  if  Mr. 
Evans  was   the  inventor   of  this   alteration,   its 
utility  in  the  manufacture  of  flour  is  extremely 
questionable.     Several  most  intelligent   millers, 
who  were  examined  upon  this  subject  in  the  trials 
at  Baltimore,  were  so  much  at  a  loss  to  discover 
the  beneficial  effect  of  this  alteration,  that  they 
preferred  the  spiral  conveyer.     The  great  utility 
of  this  alteration  is  rendered  still  more  question- 
able by  the  fact,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  mil- 
lers, even  those  who  have  paid  Oliver  Evans  for 
the  license  of  his  patented  machines,  do  not  make 
use  of  the   transverse  flights.     But  your  memo- 
rialists are  convinced  that  Mr.  Evans  was  not 
the  author  of  this  alteration.     They  will  be  able 
to  show  your  honorable  body  that  this  improve- 
ment, like  most  of  the  improvements  which  Mr. 
Evans  claims,  was  discovered  by  other  persons, 
from  whom  he  adopted  it. 

Secondly.  Of  the  hopperboy.  Mr.  Evans,  as 
has  been  before  slated,  was  not  the  original  in- 
ventor of  this  machine.  Your  memorialists  ad- 
mil  that  he  was  the  first  who  added  the  ropes 
leading  the  horizontal  arms  around,  and  that  this 
addition  facilitates  the  operation  of  the  machine. 
But,  surely,  it  will  not  be  contended  that  upon 
this  alteration  Congress  bottomed  their  grant. 
This  improvement  may  have  been  suflicient  to 
entitle  Mr.  Evans,  under  the  general  law,  to  a 
patent  for  the  improvement,  but  for  nothing  else. 
It  could  not  have  entitled  him  to  a  patent  for 
other  machines,  which  he  neither  invented  nor 
improved;  much  less  can  it  entitle  him  to  an 
extension  of  his  exclusive  privilege  beyond  the 
usual  term. 

Your  memorialists  come  now  to  the  last  ground 
of  Mr.  Evans's  pretensions,  "'that  he  has  the 
merit  of  having  first  applied  these  machines  to 
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^rir  present  use  in  raills.^  This  ground  was 
pioch  narrowed  by  the  trials  before  referred  to 
fc.the  circuit  court  at  Baltioiore.  It  was  there 
%hi)wn  that  the  conveyer,  the  hopperboy,  and  the 
^T^il,  were  applied  by  their  original  inventors  to 
f/ii  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  now  used, 
^be  elevator  is  the  only  machine  about  which 
^i>re  can  be  the  least  doubt;  and,  to  the  minds 
•»t  your  memorialists,  there  are  conclusive  reasons 
Ui  believing  that  Oliver  Evans  was  not  the  per- 
»ofj  who  first  discovered  the  application  of  ihi . 
»i4chine  to  its  present  office — the  raising  wheat 
airtl  flour.  Oliver  Evans  first  exhibited  his  ele- 
taior,  and  fir*t  informed  the  world  that  he  had 
indented  one.  in  the  year  1787.  Twelve  or  eight- 
«f!h  months  before  this  lime  James  Strode,  of  the 
$i^te  of  Delaware,  had  erected  a  perfect  elevator 
m  ^is  mill. 

JAt.  Strode,  in  the  circuit  court  at  Baltimore, 
tejated  the  history  of  his  invention.  Standing  in 
hfi  mill,  contemplating  the  machinery  that  he 
|bfn  had  in  it.  he  observed  that,  as  the  leather 
jitrtip  turning  the  fan  performed  its  revolutions, 
\])^  buckle,  by  which  it  was  fastened,  would  catch 
tijj  a  few  grains  of  wheat  below,  carry  them  up 
Vilh  it,  and  empty  them  out  at  the  top.  The 
it^jught  immediately  occurred  to  him,  that  a  ma- 
rh^ne  revolving  like  this  strap,  with  buckets  upon 
ii^  would  completely  perform  the  office  of  raising 
his  wheat  and  flour.  He  constructed  it  accord- 
ir,^ly,  and  found  it  perfect.  This  machine  is  what 
isinow  called  "  Evans's  elevator."  Your  memo- 
;rj:i»lists  admit,  that  a  brother  of  Oliver  Evans  de- 
rejiired  in  the  circuit  court  at  Baltimore,  that 
Oliver  Evans  had  several  years  before  this  period 
ij>*eDted  precisely  the  same  machine;  and  that, 
iiljhough  he  did  not  show  it  to  the  world  by  using 
.^l4in  his  mill,  yet  he  had  it,  and  the  model  of  it 
yij^s  locked  up  in  a  chest,  and  continued  so  locked 
^1^  for  several  years.  When  this  testimony  comes 
^•-•fore  your  honorable  body  it  will,  no  doubt,  re- 
"^(^ive  whatever  credit,  under  all  its  circumstances, 
jit'may  be  entitled  to.  But  your  memorialists 
4!<»pe  they  will  be  pardoned  for  believing  that 
ll^re  was  some  mistake  in  the  matter, 
j  jYour  memorialists  have  thus  candidly  detailed 
H*  testimony  relating  to  Mr.  Evans's  patent. 
[R^ey  feel  assured  that  your  honorable  body  will 
yfecover  in  it  abundant  cause  to  take  this  subject 
It^ain  ialo  consideration.  Your  memorialists. 
jfNwever.  will  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  other 
yCotives  of  greater  weight. 

I  rWhen  Congress  consented  to  renewMr.  Evans's 
i^clur.ive  privileges,  in  iS08,  they  could  not  have 
tjlended  to  give  their  law  an  e.r  post  facto  oper^- 
ijn  ;  yet  such  has  been  the  construction  which 
'^r  circuit  courts  have  fell  themselves  constrained 
^5)  give  to  the  act  of  January,  1808.  In  the  cir- 
^tiit  court  of  Philadelphia  it  has  been  decided, 
^y  Judges  Washington  and  Peier>i,  that  even 
vtJiose  who  erected  their  machinery  in  the  interval 
^tween  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Evans's  tirst  patent 
tiii  1804,  and  its  renewal  in  1808,  cannot  continue 
<ip  use  them  without  a  license  under  the  second 
j-fiatent.  The  hardship  of  this  construction  is  ex- 
treme.    The  United  States  abound  with  mills,  in 
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which  the  machinery  was  erected  during  that  in- 
terval when  no  law  existed  to  prohibit  it ;  when 
no  man  was  aware  of  any  right  still  remaining 
in  Mr.  Evans  ;  and  when  the  public  thought  they 
were  enjoying  a  property  for  which  they  had 
already  paid  the  price.  But,  since  this  construc- 
tion, persons,  who  erected  their  machinery  under 
those  circumstances,  must  either  pull  it  down,  or 
subject  themselves  to  actions  for  treble  damages ; 
or  they  must  consent  to  pay  whatever  price  the 
patentee  may  choose  to  demand  for  a  license.  As 
It  regards  his  charges,  your  memorialists  humbly 
state,  that  the  act  of  renewal  has  imposed  no  limi- 
tation on  Mr.  Evan«.  an  omission  of  which  he 
is  availing  himself  most  oppressively.  During 
his  first  patent,  while  he  was  looking  forward  to 
his  intended  application  for  a  renewal,  Mr.  Evans 
observed  a  very  becoming  moderation  in  his  de- 
mands; thirty-three  dollars  was  originally  the 
price  of  his  license  to  use  his  machinery  in  appli- 
cation to  one  water-wheel ;  but,  as  soon  as  the 
act  of  1808  had  put  the  community  in  his  power, 
he  began  to  advance,  from  exaction  to  exaction, 
until  he  now  demands  about  twenty  times  the 
amount  of  his  former  charje.  and  threatens  that 
he  will  rise  still  higher.  From  one  of  your  me- 
morialists Mr.  Evans  has  demanded  ihirty-six 
hundred  dollars  for  his  license.  This  fact,  while 
it  shows  how  oppressively  this  patent  bears  upon 
individuals,  will  enable  your  honorable  body  to 
form  some  estimate  of  the  etiormous  profits 
which  the  patentee  will  derive  from  a  general 
Use  of  his  machinery  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Your  memorialists  will  not  consent  to  believe 
that  Congress  intended  to  let  Mr.  Evans  loose 
upon  the  community  with  so  grievous,  so  des- 
potic a  power;  they,  therefore,  pray  that  your 
honorable  body  will  again  take  this  subject  into 
consideration  ;  that  you  may  examine  the  grounds 
upon  which  Mr.  Evans's  patent  issued,  and  do 
whatever  in  your  wisdom  you  may  think  fit. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
WILLIAM  COLE,  and  others. 

Balti.more.  January  1,  1813. 


C0.M.MI8SI0N8  GR.WTED   IN  THE    RECESS 
OF  THE  SENATE. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  March  29,  1814.J 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  26ih  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
.March  28,  1814. 


Depart.ment  of  State, 

March  28.  1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 

Senate,  of  the  26th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 

transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  the  commissions 

heretofore  granted  by  the  President  of  the  United 
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States,  ia  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  William 
Paca,  as  judge  of  the  Maryland  district;  to  Wil- 
liam Nelson,  as  attorney  of  the  Virginia  district ; 
to  John  Rutledge.  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  Albert  Gallatin,  John  Quincy  Ad- 
ams, and  James  A.  Bayard,  as  Envoys  Extraor- 
dinary and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  «tc. 

JAMES    MONROE. 
The  President  of  the  U.  S. 


Geo«oe  Washf.'soton,  President  of  the  United  Statet 
of  America,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
(greeting  .■ 

Whereas,  the  office  of  judge  of  the  district  court 
in  and  for  Maryland  district  is  at  present  vacant, 
know  ye.  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom,  uprightness,  and  learning  of 
Wm.  Paca,  of  Maryland,  I  do  appoint  him  judge 
of  the  said  district  court,  and  do  authorize  and  em- 
jwwer  him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
office,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  said  United  States,  and  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges, 
and  emoluments  to  the  same  of  right  appertain- 
ing, unto  him,  the  said  William  Paca,  during  his 
good  behaviour,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate  of  the  U.  States,  and  no  longer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these let- 
Fl  8  1  '^^^  '"  ^^  '"^'^^  patent  and  the  seal  of  the 
'■  •    'J    United   States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  22d  day  of  Decem- 
ber,  in  the   year  of  our  Lord    1780. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 


preme  Court  of  the  United  States  is  at  present 
vacant,  know  ye.  that,  reposing  special  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  wisdom,  uprightne-s,  and  learn- 
ing of  John  Rutledge.  of  South  Carolina,  I  do 
appoint  hirn  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  and  do  authorize  and  em- 
power him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
office,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  said  United  Slates,  and  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and 
emoluments  to  the  same  of  right  appertaining, 
unto  him.  the  said  John  Rutledge,  during  his 
good  behaviour,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  and  no 
longer. 

In  testimony  whereol'.  I  have  caused  these  let- 

fi    s  1     '^""^ 'o  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the 
•- "    '■'     United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  first  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1795,  and  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  19lh. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
By  the  President: 

Edmdnd  Randolpb. 


Gioaes  ^"  Atniy mo^,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
greeting: 

Whereas,  the  office  of  Attorney  of  the  United 
States  in  and  for  Virginia  district,  is  at  present 
vacant,  know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  integrity,  ability,  and  learning 
of  Wm.  Nelson,  of  Virginia.  I  do  appoint  him  At° 
lorney  of  the  taid  United  States  in  and  for  the  said 
Virginia  district,  and  do  authorize  and  empower 
him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that  office 
according  to  law,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
same,  together  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and 
emoluments  thereto  of  right  appertaining,  unto 
him,  the  said  William  Nelson,  during  the  pleas- 
ure  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
time  being,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  no  longer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  let- 
Fl.  8  1  "'"  '°  ^^  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the 
•■       '■■    United   States  to  be  hereunto    affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  28th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1789.  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

Gkorgi:  WABHiVKToy,  Prtftident  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
greeting  : 

Whereas,  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su- 


J.IME9  Madiboji,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  all  whom  these  presents  shall  concern, 
greeting  .- 

Know  ye,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  confirming 
between  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty  perfect  harmony  and  a  good  correspond- 
ence, and  of  removing  all  grounds  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in 
the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilities  of  Albert 
Gallatin.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Stales,  John  Q,uincy  Adams,  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  Slates  at  the  Court  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  and 
James  A.  Bayard,  a  Senator  of  the  United  State.s, 
I  have  appointed  them  jointly  and  severally  En- 
voys Extraordinary  and  .Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  Slates,  with  full  and  all  manner  of 
power  and  authority,  for  and  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  to  meet  at  St.  Petersburg,  in  Rus- 
sia, and  confer  with  a  Minister  or  Ministers  of 
His  said  Britannic  Majesty,  being  furnished  with 
the  like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or 
t!)em  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of 
and  concerning  the  general  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  its  do- 
minions or  dependencies,  and  of  all  matters  and 
subjects  connected  tlierewith  which  may  be  in- 
teresting to  the  two  nations,  and  to  conclude  and 
sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conven- 
tions, touching  the  premises;  transmitting  the 
same  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  for 
liis  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
[l.  ri.j     the  United  Slates  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, on  the  17th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1813.  and  in 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  37lh. 

JA.MES  MADISON. 

By  the  President: 

Jame3  Monroe.  Sec''ry  of  State. 
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J^diEs  MiDi»o?r,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
rhuerica,  to  alt  whom  these  presents  shail  concern, 
y^reeting . 
Know  ye.  that,  for  the  purpose  of  confirming 
ami  improving  the  amicable  and  beneficial  rela- 
ti^iiis  between  the  United  States  and  His  Irape- 
rgri  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  and 
r^jpsing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  in- 
t^diy.  prudence,  and  ability  of  John  ^uincy 
i\4^ms,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
W-i  said  Imperial  Majesty,  of  Albert  Gallatin, 
Sftretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
aft  of  James  A.  Bayard,  a  Senator  of  the  Uni- 
li^i  ;States.  1  have  appointed  them  jointly  and 
sei/^frally  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers 
Pteoipoteniiary  of  the  United  Stales  of  America 
IQ  Uie  Court  oi"  His  said  Imperial  Majesty,  with 
i\x\t  and  all  manner  of  power  and  authority,  for 
tad  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  to  meet  and 
confer  with  a  Minister  or  Ministers  of  His  said 
li|i(jerial  Majesty,  being  furnished  with  the  like 
ji^wer  and  authority,  and  with  him  or  them  to 
a4r<!e,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of  and  concern- 
ing the  general  commerce  between  the  United 
Bjiates  and  Russia,  and  of  all  matters  and  subjects 
c^iQdected  therewith  which  may  be  interesting 
t(j  \he  two  nations;  and  to  conclude  and  sign 
ajtteaty  or  treaij£s,  convention  or  conventions, 
tQiUJihing  the  premises;  transmitting  ihe  same  to 
iHtJ' President  of  the  United  States  for  iiis  ratifi- 
cidon,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
t]|o;Senate  of  the  United  States. 

ilp  testimony  whereof.  I  have  cau.sed  the  seal  of 
[^'  i'-]    tlie  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

\  Ciiven  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washing- 
t^ljj  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
l^i]d  1813.  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
amities  the  37ih. 
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JAMES  MADISON. 

the  President : 

James  Monroe,  Sec^ry  of  State. 


I 


Jxi^KS  Madisojt,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
^lyUneriea,  to  ait  tchorn  these  presents  shall  concern, 
igreeting : 

iyWhereas,  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor 
p^  tU  the  Russias,  as  the  common  friend  of  the 
T^jted  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  has  offered  his 
n^riiiation,  with  a  view  to  the  restoration  of 
^ace  and  the  establishment  of  perfect  harmony 
vMween  them  ;  and  the  invitation  having  been 
^icepted,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  con- 
templation of  a  like  acceptance  on  the  part  of  Great 
Qrijain  :  .Votf,  be  it  knoicn.  that,  reposing  e>pe- 
C^a(trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity,  prudence. 
8jn{  abilitie.s  of  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the 
"^r^asury  of  the  United  States,  John  Q,uincy 
/Jrilams,  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Guurt  of  His  Imperial  .Majesty,  and  James  A. 
Ijayard,  Senator  of  the  United  States.  I  have  ap- 
{juijoted  them  jointly  and  severally  Envoys  Ex- 
t|5|3rdinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
^iiiled  Slates,  to  repair  to  St.  Peter>burg,  in 
i^Ussia,  with  authority  to  meet,  under  the  said 


tnediation,  a  Minister  or  Ministers,  having  like 
authority  from  the  Government  of  Great  Britaia  ; 
and  with  him  or  them  to  negotiate  and  conclude 
a  settlement  of  the  subsisting  differences,  and  a 
lasting  peace  and  friendship  between  the  United 
Stales  and  that  Power  ;  transmitting  the  treaty 
or  convention  so  to  be  concluded  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Slates. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
[l.  9.]  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, the  17ih  day  of  April,  A.  D..  1813,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  37th. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President  : 

Ja.me3  Monroe.  Sec^ry  of  State. 


MIMSTERS  AND  CONSULS  APPOINTED  IN 
THE  RECESS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  April  9,  1814.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  2d  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
April  9,  1814. 


Department  of  State, 

April  8,  1814. 

Sin:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  2d  instant.  I  have  ihe  honor  to 
transmit  lists  of  the  Ministers  and  Consuls  of  the 
United  Slates  who  have  been  appointed  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  by  the  respect- 
ive Presidents  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate  ;  distinguishing  the  cases  in  which 
the  respective  appointments  had  not  been  before 
filled  from  those  which  had  been  previously  fill- 
ed ;  and  specifying,  by  the  dates  of  the  letters  of 
recall,  whea  the  latter  became  vacant,  in  the  case 
of  Ministers. 

Although,  strictly  construed,  the  resolution  did 
not  appear  to  carry  the  research  back  to  a  period 
anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Government,  yet  the  Journals  of  the  old  Congress 
have  been  carefully  examined,  and  notice  takea 
of  appointments  made  under  the  Confederation, 
of  Ministers  and  Consuls  to  Governments  and 
places,  to  which  appointments  were  afterwards 
made  under  the  present  Government. 

To  these  lists  are  added  copies  of  the  commis- 
sions granted  to  Albert  Gallatin,  John  Q,uincy 
Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  lo  negotiate  and 
sign  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Great  Britain, 
and  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Russia. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  President  of  tfte  U.  S. 


2665 


APPENDIX. 


2666 


Mini$Urt  and  Consuls  appointsd  m  the  recess  </  the  Samte, 


i  i  C  i,  o 

fc-    a    o    «<    — 


o_  ®^  c® 
i  ■*  .2  ^  S  ^ 


0.2    «  X 
«     <«    ^   C4 

•  Ml       1* 


11 

c8. 


i    S    S 

*^  »•-  ■** 

4,     O     «0 

S.s  5 


C  • - 

«  -a  —  i:  !H  5 


B 


o     . 

II 


e 


-^     5j     4j      1 

-^    C    — 

r  « .2  o 


£  c  o. 


t.    4>    o   ,2 
c  —   «   o 


■2  j^-i 
E-%  S 

•Set 

Bis 


o>  at 


•c  o» 


.a 

s 


a 


i 


s. 


«    4,    * 
e   « 

o    t>    -, 

ZbI 
s «  g 


V 

o 


o   '   o 

«.•  •A' 


m 
a  ^  i:  ^ 

_     ft*  Vj 

*  S   «   ? 

V   o   c   o 

.  a  ^ .  s  ^ 
•^  .^  w  ^j 

O    at    o    1 
bCJS    bCJ3 

^      *~*        ^      ^-t 

o  .-S  o  -i 

I  s  I  s 

W     M     OB     It  cj 

k.     t;     I.     Q»  5 

.«  &..«  a^S  c 

be        be        (A    <s 

—  —  Q,  t. 

<  <  »&, 


-3 

-  2 


2 

2       w 

be  Oj 

=-  >>  c  .2 

'^  «       hi 

O  4,    o  *• 


c  —  c  c 
la  v«   o  o 

«       c 


^- 

•S  js 

2w. 
c  ® 

•-  s 
.5  o 

-    no 


u 

o 

« 
La 


a  -«  8  2"  c  •-  "2  . 
^  2  >  •  :r  2  — 


S 

■  -  -^  **  — - 


•*  y  •-  T 


b^S 


o 


k.  ts  ^  o  «  .r  $ 


is 


o 

00 


c 

3 


%i 
k. 

o. 
S 

3 

X 


o 


m 


-5  '    -J3 


=3    3 

MS 

•  9 
*■  5 

o  s 
-»  * 


*>   o   >^ 

U     >     CS 

e  >  <- 


e 

-•J 

o 

bo 

u 

C 

o 

Eh 


c 
o 

"3 
C 
O 


5  *^ 

S    Si 

-"  ft) 
£:S 

■S^ 
.2  w 

00    eg 

^  aS 

c      .-> 

•3  J3  -"  '-'  ts 

ea         « 

,•-       a. 


•S 

a, 

CD 


Ct         P5         -V  to  f*         X 

O       O)       o  o  o       o^ 
t*       t^       t^  t~  f>.       t^ 


—       -.  o  — 


ft)       (J 


^  a.  c 

3    4)    3 


n 


a 
3 
C 
a 


8 


o 


CO 

6 

« 
ft) 


o 


O 
00 


—       n 


9 
< 


o 

00 


«o 


a 

:3 


■ 

c 
o 


a 


k. 

ja 

a. 

a 

3 


1^ 

C 

•'BE 

k.     ..^       C 

o  a.  * 


> 


c 


bC 

C 


3 


> 

Q 


i 


bo 

c 


as 
3 


»  - 

iT  be 

2^ 
E 

3 

X      k. 

S   o 

O       k- 


30   o 

>    (8 

P    bC 


5  « 


e 

>-. 

«) 

I. 

c 
(£ 

-C  — 

O 


R 


-^^ — 


APPENDIX. 


2668 


MinitUrs  and  Consuls  appointed  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 


< 


i 


8 


**  J; 


^  s  2.C- 


SCO  =^5 


-^     ^    ^^     "   ••« 


»  c 


-3 


^^^z. 


r::  c 


2  •  o       S  g 
C8    o    50  \S    o    ^ 

5  w.s  c  E**^  i 


o-a  S  S  ' 


,2  .o- 
te-s 


•  •a  a 

L:3  S    . 

S  Q.e« 

'—  e  «  a 

2  2  2  t 

a>    b  '.^    — 

6C^  3C  ~ 


c  *    * 
2        c  be   • 

ft)   ♦-    3  » 
•-    O  ^  t^ 

x.S.S-2- 


a'O  be  tc 

S  c  '^  »- 

£:  «  3  3 

2    ■  «    • 

c   a>  L.   >- 

at  >'  w 

O   ♦*  «    *< 

oSC  0,0, 


OCX 


n  00 

OC  00 


9*  « 


Sj  c  S 
(n.2-2 


>  «  s 
-I    > 


2669 


APPENDIX. 


2670 


o 
Si 


Ministers  and  Consuls  appointed  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 


m 

e 


«  S 

.2    K 

>  ^ 


O 


•"2 

«  • 

o  u 
-O  •^   u 

•— •        At 

3  *i^ 

.2§  t 

^  s- 

_  »»  *) 
£-.•? 

-  s~ 

^  5  " 
«i  *"  ^ 


^ 


•  • 

►."^ 

• 

mM    . 

jQ  a 

o 

o  >  -^ 

o  •• 

0* 

^  "^  a> 

A  « 

«   a  f* 

t*   o 

^ 

for  th 

th  the 

10,  1 

2' 
I 

intcd 
d  wi 
Doc 

~  JS 

tc 

1.  ^ 

* 

ppo 
y  an 
ate, 

■3 » 

3 
O 

•  ^  c 

41 

iasol  had  been 
ry  generally, 
sent  of  the  Se 

«  c 

si' 

«  ja 

c 

« 
c 

00 

c  o 

S  => 

•^0, 

e  had 
Snow 

ft) 

e  had 
cinta 

4'    5    c 

*4 

c 

at    u 

S 

c 

o   O 

.2"£. 

^^ 

8 

J3    O 

e5" 

S8 

->    3 

2  <y 

^S 

h.    o      ' 
«    U    ft» 

•  c  c 

•  —   « 

^  c-5 

o    •  — 

^  a  o 

^  g  £ 
.C  oj  •* 


1.1 


>"   "='§. 
tt   c 


e 


T^ 


8 


Isl 


3    C 


s 


o  • 

»  E. 

V.  CI. 

O  ct 


•  c 
^03 


c 


c        u  S     ■ 

c       car 


s 


4> 


o 
3  JO 

a  o 
I- 


« 

c 
o 

•-» 

c 
> 


^      a 

■  •  -^ 

3  W 


B 


C 

'5* 


ct  "3 

c  c 

oo 


ct 

c 


C 


O 


«  .2  o   be 
—    3    t.    at 


!^  e 


if  3 


c 


o 


« 


*5C 

?  c 


J     !.( 


3 

"  -5 

-3  ~ 


hi  w> 

3    * 


o  --a  2  -3 

«  c   <i 

h.  ft>     k*      OB 

fe  iw     t.    -r^ 


E 

'a 


Ml      *^      fcw    **      ^^ 

o 


« 
c 

r       * 


e  «) 

at 


03c«eetS        JSc.-SotS^ 


c 

A  lilt 

1-3  ct 

.      «  iJ    C    3    g 

*^    O  *    •    ct    a» 


n 
hi 

at 


C4  in  >n  kQ 
9)  o>  A  a> 
r»  r~  t^  f^ 


00  OD  00 

Z    k.    k.    fc. 

^    et    at    a 


00  a> 


05 


Ct 


oooooooo 
t^aooooooooDxx 

a"  —  CO*  e*  ^  N  — "  -T 


o  o  o  o  o  s  o 

00  00  00  no  X  OC  OC 


CO  3s  <o  f-T  w  o  otT 


s^ 


c  c  c  c  c  c 

3    3    3    3    3    3 


3    3    3 


3    3    3 


O  O  O  O  O  O 

00  X  X  X  X  X 


<o  o  o  o  o>  T>< 
-<  s<  w  w  w  ^ 

3    3  "3    3  "3  ij 

■^  -^  "^  "-I »-»  O 


"T^ 

■ 

5 

9 

5 

e 

0 
0 

c 

Q 

g; 

C3 

S 

0 

>«>» 

.«» 

•^ 

I     2 


bo 

at 


C    C 
3    3 


«    C    = 


at 

E 

o 


.3  ct  at  "u 

•3  o  o  .2 

5  «>  &>  c 

.—  •  ao    cs 

O  O  O  kS 


"^  2 

k.   o 

•5s 


■   u 

k.     b 


c 
a> 
to 

c   * 

&.- 
-  s 

•2  E 

u    c 
*"  S 


eo  G 

*     I  o 

—  tie 

flS     ^  OB 

o    C  — 

t.    V  d 

s  «  t 

E-j  g 


c 

0) 

at 


2  ii  E 

-    «  4J  o 

>■    o  g  <J 

o  c  t,  — 


ft> 

C 
o 


e 

ct 
> 


o   C 
.  o 


O    at 
^    at  ►-I    k- 


:  s 


at 


.*<  Sit 
;:  E  k.  S 

3    o    ft)  ^ 

•s  j= »;  3 

00f^O,&- 


c  - 
•    «  ■ 
be 
at 

"a 

■  0 

ft) 
E 
E 

t  «: 
^s 


ft) 
E 

E 

o 
u 


■a- 

S  • 
E  S 
o  E 


C 

Sec 
*  ft)  « 

-.    b«  bo 


■    "^  "at 


bo  ' 


^  E 

O    It 


01        .S    B    at 

is     i  «-a 

-S;?"^     3;; 

o  3S> eso 
w't  •  S  e 


e  s 

O  B 

«  g 

«  O 


'-  s  c 

o   ™  S 
•S  U  ,* 

Ofti  '^^  I— I 

-  ®   3.2i-i  - 

.Sil  E  g^-g, 

c   fe   o   t  p   « 


-a 

k. 


i'  J 


if 


!   I 


P 


mi 

» 


APPENDIX. 


2672 


Atinister$  and  ContuU  appointed  in  the  rtcegt  of  the  Senate. 


I 


m   I 

e  e 

«  t) 

>  ta 

x-s 

•  !• 
2  ® 

o 

is 

t    3 

s 

g  o- 
^  c« 

|5 


.2  - 
o  ■£ 
-«  £f 

k.    o 

"a  « 

•  « 

o  ** 

u   •^ 

«  ■"* 

^•^  £■« 

*    «J    g    s» 


>  o    . 

I  2  w 

!  O    I. 

;  =  s? 

■  •  -5 

•  k,    o 


ft 

IS 
00 


.   ^    ■  O    a    C 

*    O    3  ^  ^  .Si 

.  —  *?  OS  —  —    '- 

*  —    S    C  ^~i    2    •> 

~  .~  4j  -a  •*'•-'  B 

*  <  ^   o  o."-^   it 


"  W  2  ^ 


S  «  t  » 


c  *  *  S 


us  c 


g        . 

be        C 

■si     • 


^  c 

c>  o 

2  • 

E  E 

<a  a 


^^ 


ts 
'C 

O 


«  ■ 
c  e 

'5)'S) 


■  ■•§.. 


M 


e •   '    •    ' 

-  ,t  5 

•    _  w  ^    <     1 
*  .,   • 

Q.  C    **    '^  *— 

►^■Sw  *-S  ft  t^  ta,  =  «.S-c 


«  o 
.5  B 

Sa. 


ooooooooooooc  so 
ODOtiaoaDaoxccxczixxacacxao 


in  to 
o  o 


x:  lo  >c  o  V 

o  o  o  o  © 

OD  X  X  00  X 


OOOOOOOOC  — 

ooaoxxxoDcoxxx 


—  «  eo 


acxaoau         xaoxxxxccXXX         XX         Xfloi 


C    fcl    hZ    >^ 


I  S«  M  B 


r<    ■-    ^ 

=   «   * 

5;s 


O  O         O  —  {^  OJ   ^ 

e8    es  «8    as    a    £    c 

S5    sss^^ 


<o  -  oj  — '  _r  >j- 


x-,7:  SS<S^;5S     << 


^  e  O 
-^  w 

S   »-   fc. 

3  ^    * 

•->  s  s 


eye 

&  t  E 
S  E  S 

g  i  2 


•  c   • 

t«  £  2 

»  SSi  ■ 

2  9^3 

O  O    B    » 


be 


«      .2 


0/ 


V 


•^  ii 


_  ^  "3   f 

•-C-S  s 

E  a  t:  o 


*  "3 


«i  =:  H 

'  ^  ^   o 

i    3. 


E 

E 
o 
u 

E 

a -2 


IS 


be 


—    3 


3    = 


:i  5  9 


e  .5 


2   • 


3 


gflar-:54-54 


2  =  2  J^ 

a  =  ^  ft  c 


•3U 

£  S 


_  c 

Co—  "^ 

2,  .2  t,  k.  «< 

r-  •  T3  e  a 

^-,0}   wo 

"3    C    C    3    C 
V^  ^   a  x: 

>    O    O  —     O 

■«  -n  -^  *  -» 


•^•fi        '    '    E 
jj  ft.-  E  «=^ 

S  -o  5     -  g  .s  -J 

c5_  gKffl  ?. 
X'  K  ^  £  "f  £  b  w 


c 

3    >v 


*-ffl 


c 

CI 

bo 


9 

I 


b« 

-sl-s 

O  OQ    O 


2673 


APPENDIX. 


2674 


Humiliation  and  Prayer. 


HUMILIATION  AND  PRAYER. 


It  being  a  duty,  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  time 
of  public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  de- 
voutly to  acknowledge  our  dependence  upon 
Almighty  God,  and  to  implore  His  aid  and 
protection  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  aiid  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of 
Public  Humiliation  and  Prayer,  to  be  observed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  religious 
solemnity,  and  the  offering  of  fervent  supplica- 
tions to  Almighty  God  for  the  safety  and  welfare 
of  these  States,  His  blessing  on  their  arras,  and 
the  speedy  restoration  of  peace. 

H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  House  of  Representatives. 
E.  GERRY. 
I  'ice  President,  and  President  of  Senate. 
Washington,  July  16,  1813. 


A     PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by 
a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  have  signi- 
fied a  request  that  a  day  may  be  recommended,  to 
be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  Slates 
with  religious  solemnity,  as  a  day  of  Public  Hu- 
miliation and  Prayer ;  and  whereas,  in  times  of 
public  calamity,  such  as  that  of  the  war,  brought 
on  the  United  Slates  by  the  injustice  of  a  foreign 
Government,  it  is  especially  becoming  ihal  the 
hearts  of  all  should  be  touched  with  the  same, 
and  the  eyes  of  all  be  turned  to  that  Almighty 
Power,  in  whose  hands  are  the  welfare  and  the 
destiny  of  nations :  I  do,  therefore,  issue  this  my 
Proclamation,  recommending  to  al),  who  shall  be 
piously  disposed  to  unite  their  hearts  and  voices 
ID  addressing,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  their 
vows  and  adorations  to  the  great  Parent  and  Sov- 
ereign of  the  Universe,  that  they  assemble,  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  September  next,  in  their  re- 
spective religious  congregations,  to  render  Him 
thanks  for  the  many  blessings  He  has  bestowed 
on  the  people  of  the  United  States  ;  that  He  has 
blessed  them  with  a  land  capable  of  yielding  all 
the  necessaries  and  requisites  of  human  life,  with 
ample  means  for  convenient  exchanges  with  for- 
eign countries;  that  He  has  blessed  the  labors 
employed  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement; 
that  He  is  now  blessing  the  exertions  to  extend 
and  establish  the  arts  and  manufactures,  which 
will  secure  within  ourselves  supplies  too  impor- 
tant to  remain  dependent  on  the  precarious  policy, 
on  the  jjeaceable  dispositions  of  other  nations; 
and,  particularly,  that  He  has  blessed  the  United 
States  with  a  political  Constitution,  founded  on 
the  will  and  authority  of  the  whole  people,  and 
guaranteeing  to  each  individual  the  security,  not 
only  of  his  person  and  his  property,  but  of  those 
sacred  rights  of  conscience,  so  essential  to  his 


present  happiness,  and  so  dear  to  his  future  hopes. 
That  with  those  expressions  of  devout  thankful- 
ness, be  joined  supplications  to  the  same  Almighty 
Power,  that  He  would  look  down  with  compas- 
sion on  our  infirmities;  that  He  would  pardon 
our  manilold  transgressions,  and  awaken  and 
strengthen  us  in  all  the  wholesome  purposes  of 
repentance  and  amendment;  that,  m  this  season 
of  trial  and  calamity.  He  would  preside  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  over  our  public  councils,  and  in- 
spire all  citizens  with  a  love  of  their  country,  and 
with  those  fraternal  affections  and  that  mutual 
confidence,  which  have  so  happy  a  tendency  to 
make  us  safe  at  home  and  respected  abroad;  and 
that,  as  He  was  graciously  pleased,  heretofore,  to 
smile  on  our  struggles  against  the  attempts  of  the 
Government  of  the  empire,  of  which  these  States 
then  made  a  part,  to  wrest  from  them  the  rights 
and  privileges  to  which  they  were  entitled  in 
common  with  every  other  part,  and  to  raise  them 
to  the  station  of  an  independent  and  sovereign 
people,  so  He  would  now  be  pleased,  in  like  man- 
ner, to  bestow  His  ble.ssing  on  our  arms  in  resist- 
ing the  hostile  and  persevering  efforts  of  the  same 
Power  to  degrade  us  on  the  ocean,  the  common 
inheritance  of  all,  from  rights  and  immunities, 
belonging  and  essential  to  the  American  people, 
as  a  co-equal  member  of  the  great  community  of 
independent  nations  ;  and  that,  inspiring  our  ene- 
mies with  moderation,  with  justice,  and  with  that 
spirit  of  reasonable  accommodation,  which  our 
country  has  continued  to  manifest,  we  may  be 
enabled  to  beat  our  swords  into  ploughshares,  and 
to  enjoy  in  peace,  every  man,  the  fruits  of  his 
honest  industry,  and  the  rewards  of  his  lawful 
enterprise. 

If  the  public  homage  of  a  people  can  ever  be 
worthy  the  favorable  regard  of  the  Holy  and 
Omniscient  Being  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  it 
must  be  that  in  which  those  who  join  in  it  are 
guided  only  by  their  free  choice,  by  the  impulse 
of  their  hearts  and  the  dictates  of  their  consci- 
ences; and  such  a  spectacle  must  be  interesting 
to  all  Christian  nations;  as  proving  that  religion, 
that  gift  of  Heaven  for  the  good  of  man,  freed 
from  all  coercive  edicts,  from  that  unhallowed 
connexion  with  the  powers  of  this  world,  which 
corrupts  religion  into  an  instrument  or  an  usurper 
of  the  policy  of  the  State,  and,  making  no  appeal 
but  to  reason,  to  the  heart,  and  to  the  conscience, 
can  spread  its  benign  influence  everywhere,  and 
can  attract  to  the  Divine  Altar  those  free-will 
offerings  of  humble  supplication,  thanksgiving, 
and  praise,  which  alone  can  be  acceptable  to  Him 
whom  no  hypocrisy  can  deceive,  and  no  forced 
sacrifices  propitiate. 

Upon  these  principles,  and  with  these  views, 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States  are  invited, 
in  conformity  with  the  resolution  aforesaid,  to 
dedicate  the  day  above  named  to  the  religious 
solemnities  therein  recommended. 

Given  at  Washington,  this  twenty-third  day 

'-  '    ■-'  sand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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PUBLIC   ACTS   OF   CONGRESS; 


PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  AND  SECOND  SESSIONS  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS, 

BEGUN  AND   HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

MAY   24  AND  DECEMBER  6,  1813. 


An  Act  concerning  certain  street*  in  Georgetown. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  to  open 
a  new  street  in  the  town  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  beginning  at  the  termina- 
tion of  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  feet  and 
six  inches  from  the  intersection  of  Washington 
and  Bridge  streets,  on  the  east  side  of  Washing- 
ton street,  and  south  of  Bridge  street,  and  thence 
running  parallel  with  Bridge  street  to  Rock  creek, 
of  the  width  of  sixty  feet,  to  be  called  Need  wood 
street. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  tnacted.  That  Greene 
street  in  the  said  town,  be  opened  and  extended 
to  Causeway  street,  in  lines  parallel  with  Wash- 
ington street ;  and  that  Montgomery  street,  in  the 
said  town,  be  opened  and  extended  from  Bridge 
street  to  Needwood  street,  in  lines  parallel  with 
Washington  street. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
streets  called  and  known  by  the  names  of  Lovely 
and  Wapping,  and  all  that  part  of  Montgomery 
street;  south  from  Bridge  street  to  Causeway 
street,  not  embraced  in  linies  parallel  with  Wash- 
ington street,  lying  between  Washington  street 
and  Rock  creek,  in  the  said  town,  upon  the  open- 
ing and  establishment  of  the  said  streets,  between 
Washington  street  and  Rock  creek,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  vacated  ;  and  the  title  to  the 
ground,  over  which  the  same  now  runs,  shall  be 
vested  in  fee  simple  in  the  proprietors  of  the 
ground  over  which  the  streets  to  be  opened  and 
extended,  by  virtue  of  this  act.  shall  run,  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  owned  by  each  pro- 
prietor. 

H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

E.  GERRY. 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  June  U,  ISKJ. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


An   Act  for  the   government  of  persons   in  certain 

fisheries. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc,  That  the  master  or  skipper 
!  of  any  vessel  of  the  burden  of  twenty  tons  or  up- 
wards, qualified  according  to  law  for  carrying  on 
the   bank  and  other  cod  fisheries,  bound  from  a 
port  of  the  United  States  to  be  employed  in  any 
I  such   fishery,  at  sea,  shall,  before   proceeding  on 
;  such  fishing  voyage,  make  an  agreement  in  writ- 
ing, or  print,  with  every  fisherman  who  may  be 
j  employed  therein,  (except  only  an  apprentice  or 
servant  of  himself  or  owner.)  and,  in  addition  to 
such   terms  of  shipment  as  may  be  agreed  on. 
shall,   in    such  agreement,  express   whether   the 
same  is  to  continue  for  one  voyage  or  for  the  fish- 
ing season,  and  shall  also  express,  that  the  fish  or 
the  proceeds  of  such   fishing  voyage  or  voyages, 
which  may  appertain  to  the  fishermen,  shall  be 
divided  among  them  in  proportion  to  the  quanti- 
ties or   number  of  said  fish  which   they  may  re- 
spectively have  caught;  which  agreement  shall 
be  endorsed  or  countersigned   by  the  owner  of 
such   fishing   vessel,   or  his   agent.     And  if  any 
fishermaa.  having  engaged  himself  for  a  voyage 
or  for  the  fishing  season,  in  any  fishing  vessel  and 
signed  an  agreement  therefor  as  aforesaid,  shall 
thereafter,  and  whilesuch  agreement  remains  ia 
force  to  be  performed,  desert  or  absent  himself 
from  such  vessel  without  leave  of  the  master  or 
skipper  thereof,  or  of  the  owner  or  his  agent, 
such  deserter  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties 
,  as  deserting  seamen  or  mariners  are  subject  to  in 
the  merchant  service,  and  may,  in  like  manner 
and  upon  the  like  complaint  and  proof,  be  appre- 
hended and  detained  ;  and  all  costs  of  process  and 
commitment,  if  paid  by  the  masteror  owner,  shall 
I  be  deducted  out  of  the  share  of  fish,  or  proceeds  of 
i  any  fishing  voyage,  to  which  such  deserter  had  or 
,  shall  become  entitled.    And  any  fisherman,  hav- 
ing engaged  himself  as  aforesaid,  who  shall,  dur- 
ing such  fishing   voyage,  reluse  or  neglect  his 
t  proper  duty  on   board  the  fishing   vessel,   being 
1  thereto  ordered  or  required  by  the  master  or  skip- 
j  per  thereof,  or  shall  otherwise  resist  his  just  com- 
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in!t*is  to  the  hindrance  or  detriment  of  such  voy- 1  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
ag.i, besides   being  answerable   for  all  damages  ,  be  enlisted  for  and  during  the  war.  unless  sooner 
ar>sHgthereby,shallforfeit  to  the  use  of  the  owner  I  discharged,  and   be  limited  as  to  service  to  the 
ofstjch  vessel  his  share  of  any  public  allowance  ^  defence  of  the  seaboard  of  the  United  States  or 
wtinjh  may  be  paid  upon  ^uch  voyage.  .  of  such   part  thereof  as  the  President  may  elect 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  '  and  determine. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
man  recruited  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  be 
allowed  the  same  bounty  in  money  and  land  as 
is  allowed  by  law  to  men  enlisted  for  five  years 
or  for  the  war,  and  that  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  shall 
receive  the  same  pay.  clothing,  subsistence,  and 
forage,  be  entitled  to  the  same  benefits,  be  sub- 


an<>jrreemeni  or  contract  shall  be  so  made  and 
sigj^y  for  a  fishing  voyage  or  for  the  fishing  sea- 
son ind  any  fish  which  may  have  been  caught 
onlvjard  such  vessel  during  the  same,  shall  be 
delfvired  to  the  owner,  or  to  his  agent,  for  cure. 
an(i;!^all  be  sold  by  said  owner  or  agent,  such 
veiif^i  shall,  for  the  term  of  six  months  after  such 
salc^fce  liable  and  answerable  for  the  skipper's 

an/^very  other  fisherman's  share  of  such  fish,  1  ject'to  the  .same  rules  and   regulations',  and  be 
and  iijiay  be  proceeded  against  in  the  same  form,  |  placed  in  every  respect  on  the  same  footing,  as 
and  ic  the  same  effect,  as  any  other  vessel  is  by  |  the  other  regular  troops  of  the  United  Stales, 
law  l^ble  and  may  be  proceeded  against  for  the  |      Approved,  July  5.  ]S13 
waje|  of  seamen  or  raanuers   in   the   merchant 
seryiiije.     And  upon  such  process  for  the  value  of 
a  sl^aje  or  shares  of  the  proceeds  of  fish  delivered 
ani^s^ld  as  aforesaid,  it  shall   be  incumbent  on 
lhe-j\i^ner  or  his  agent  to  procure  a  just  account 
of  ttiQ'  sales  and  division  of  such  fish  according  to 
such  »greenr.ent  or  contract;  otherwise  the  said 


An  .\ct  authoriring  the  Presndent  of  the  United  Sutee 
to  cause  to  be  built  barge«  for  the  defence  of  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  the  protection  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  the 


res^ei.  shall  be  answerable  upon  such  process  for  j  President  shall  cause  to  be  built,  without  delay 
WhAl  mav  be  the  hiorhpct  va Ho  nf  lUa  ckoro^  J«    I  ...-i, k ri i i  " 


wh»i  may  b«  the  highest  value  of  the  shares  de 
raa^pled.  But,  in  all  cases,  the  owner  of  such 
ves^l  or  his  agent,  appearing  to  answer  to  such 
proiiM,  may-  offer  thereupon  his  account  of  gen- 
era*>upplies  n>ade  for  such  fishing  voyage  an'd  of 


such  number  of  barges  as  he  may  deem  necessary, 
to  be  armed,  equipped,  and  manned  as  he  may 
direct,  of  a  size  not  less  than  forty-five  feet  long, 
and  capable  of  carrying  heavy  guns. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That,  for 


oihf  supplies  therefor  made  to  either  of  the  de- i  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
maajfJants,  and   shall  be  allowed  to  produce  evj-  I  fifty  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
denrft  thereof  in  answer  to  their  demands,  respect-    appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
and  judgment  shall  be  rendered  upon  such    Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 


as  for  the  respective  balances  which,  upon 
an  inquiry,  shall  appear:  Provided,  alicaya, 
\,  when  process  shall  be  issued  against  any 
Jl  liable  as  aforesaid,  if  the  owner  thereof,  or 
tgeat,  will  give  bond  to  each  fisherman  in 
^e;  favor  suclrprocesa  shall  be  instituted,  with 
l^ipnt  security,  to  the  satisfaction  of  two  jus- 
ucc^cjf  the  peace,  one  of  whom  shall  be  named 
by  ^(jh  owner  or  agent,  and  the  other  by  the  fish- 
erDi(n  or  fisliermen  pursuing  such  process,  or  if 
eitl^  party  shall  refuse,  then  the  justice  first  ap- 
poi.,  ed  shall  name  his  associate,  with  condition 
to  answer  and  pay  whatever  sum  shall  be  recor- 
ere<Cby  him  or  them  on  such  process,  there  shall 
be  ajt  immediate  discharge  of  such  vessel :  Pro- 
vid^]  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  pre- 
ven^iy  fisherman  from  having  his  action  at  com- 
motjfcjaw  for  his  share  or  shares  of  fish,  or  the  pro- 
cee<^  ttiereof  as  aforesaid. 
Ajfrfoved.  June  J9,  1813. 

t'  

^     T 

An  %i  to  aniend  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 

Ut:^  "An  act  to  rai»e  an  additional  military  force, 

aiWj.  for  other  purp6a«s." 

BK'ii  enacted,  f  c,  That  five  of  the  regiments 
whiC*.  were  authorized  to  be  raised  by  an  act  in 
addr^on  to  the  act,  entitled  '"An  act  to  raise  an 
addfunil  military  force,  and  for  other  purposes  " 


Approved,  July  5,  1813. 


aad 


An  Act  further  extending  the  time  for   issuing 
locating  military  land  warrants. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  authorized  to  issue  military  land  warranto  to 
such  persons  as  have  or  shall,  before  the  first  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen, produce  to  him  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
validity  of  their  claims;   which  warrants,  with 
those  heretofore  issued  and  not  yet  satisfied,  shall 
and  may  be  located  in  the  name  of  the  holders  or 
proprietors  thereof  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  on 
any  unlocated  parts  of  the  fifty  quarter  townships, 
and  the  fractional  quarter  townships  reserved  by 
law  for  original  holders  of  military  land  warrants. 
And  patents  shall  be  granted  for  the  land  located 
under  this  act,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed 
by  former  acts  for  granting  military  lands. 

Approved,  July  5.  1813. 


An  Act  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Hornet;  and  Lieutenant  Elliott  and  his  officers 
and  companions. 

Be  it  etuicted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
—  -  .  ^^..  ^....„.j  .V/.V.C,  auu  lui  uiijtrr  purpuses.     i  have  distributed,  as  prize  money,  to  Captain  James 
J^^«  the   twenty-ninth    day   of  January,   one  I  Lawrence,  late  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  his 
iQo^^saod  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  may,  at  the  J  officers  and  crew,  or  their  widows  and  children. 
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the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  brig  Pea- 
cock; and  to  Lieutenant  Elliott,  and  his  officers 
and  companions,  or  their  widows  and  children, 
the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars,  for  the  cap- 
ture and  destruction  of  the  British  brig  Detroit; 
and  that  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  thousand  dollars 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved.  July  13.  1813. 

An  Act  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and  packets  to 

and   from  the  Superintendent  General  of  Military 

Supplies. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  all  letters  and  packets 
to  and  from  the  Superintendent  General  of  Mili- 
tary Supplies,  which  relate  to  his  official  duties, 
shall  be  free  from  postaje. 

Approved.  July  23,  1813. 


An  Act  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the  United  States 
to  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  captured 
by  private  armed  vessels. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  right  and  claim 
which  may  have  accrued  to  the  United  States, 
under  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  Statesand 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  and  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  an  act  supplementary  to  the  last 
mentioned  act,  to  goods,  wares,  and  raerchadise, 
beingthe  property  of  British  subjects, and  shipped 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  since  the  declaration  of  war 
by  the  United  States  against  that  Kingdom, 
which  have  been  captured  by  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  on  the  high  and  open 
seas,  and  without  the  territorial  limits  aud  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  and  have  been  li- 
belled and  claimed,  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  owners 
and  other  persons  interested  in  the  said  private 
armed  vessels,  in  some  court  of  the  United  States 
having  competent  jurisdiction  thereof,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  relinquished,  in  all  cases 
where  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  being 
the  property  of  British  subjects,  and  captured  as 
aforesaid,  shall  have  been  or  sliall  be  condemned 
as  prize  of  war.  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors,  by 
the  final  judgment  of  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  having  jurisdiction  as  aforesaid  ;  all  suits, 
libels,  or  prosecutions,  instituted  or  commenced  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the  recovery  of  any 
forfeiture  or  penalty,  accrued  by  reason  of  an  in- 
fraction of  any  of  the  three  acts  first  above  mention- 
ed, affecting  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the 
property  of  British  subjects,  and  which  have  been 
captured  as  aforesaid,  and  ltbell>'d  in  behalf  ol 
the  captors,  shall  be  discontinued  on  payment  of 
the  costs  accrued  on  such  suits  or  libels,  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  said  owner  or  owners.  But  in  all 
cases  where  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  thus 


libelled,  shall  not  be  condemned,  as  aforesaid  for 
the  benefit  of  the  captors,  the  right  and  claim  of 
the  United  States  to  the  forfeiture  of  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall,  notwithstanding 
the  discontinuance  of  the  suits  and  liliels  in  behalf 
of  the  said  States,  remain  unimpaired,  and  such 
forfeitures  may,  after  a  final  decision  against  the 
captors,  be  recovered  or  remitted,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  several  laws  now  in 
force,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  suits  or  libels 
had  not  been  discontinued  :  Provided,  That  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  extend  to  or  embrace 
any  capture  made  by  such  private  armed  vessels 
in  violation  of  the  additional  instructions  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  thereof,  of  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  alter  the  captor  shall  have 
been  apprized  thereof,  or  byany  such  privaiearmed 
vesiel  which  was  in  any  port  of  the  United  States 
subsequent  to  the  said  proclamation,  and  prior  to 
such  capture. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  de- 
cision which  may  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  under  the  act.  entitled 
"An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  remit  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penaliies,  in  certain 
cases,"  shall  be  held  as  affecting  the  claim  of  any 
person  or  persons  claiming  as  captors  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  the  forfeiture  of  which  to 
the  United  States  shall  have  been  remitted  by 
such  decision. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  captured  and  li- 
belled as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  the  same  duties,  to 
be  secured  and  collected  in  the  same  manner,  as 
is  provided  by  the  act  "concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  with  respect  to 
the  like  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  when 
captured  from  the  enemy,  and  made  prize  of  war. 

Approved,  July  13,  1S13. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  certain 
turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Alexandria. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^'C.,  That  William  Robinson, 
Charles  Lee,  Charles  Alexander,  Thomas  Swan, 
Robert  Conway,  and  Philip  Richard  Fendall,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  of  com- 
missioners, a  majority  of  whom  to  constitute  a 
quorum,  with  full  power  to  receive  and  enter  in 
such  book  or  books  as  they  may  deem  proper,  by 
themselves  or  their  agents,  subscriptions  for  rais- 
ing a  capital  stock  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  in 
shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening,  gravelling,  and  improving  a  road  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
from  the  interseciion  of  West  street  and  Pendle- 
ton street,  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  to  the  boun- 
dary line  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  most 
direct  and  practicable  route  towards  Leesburg, 
conforming  as  nearly  as  shall  be  louiid  advanta- 
geous and  convenient  to  the  present  main  road 
leading  from  the  said  intersection  towards  Lees- 
burg, and  through  the  county  of  Alexandria  afore- 
said :  Provided,  That  no  subscription  shall  be  re- 
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cei^fiiJ  unless  the  sura  of  five  dollars  be  first  paid 
iQiytHhe  hands  of  such  agent  or  other  person  as 
tht^-sid  commissioners  may  authorize  to  receive 
it.  i»  I'he  times,  places,  and  manner  of  receiving 
antftt^jiteriiig  subscriptions  shall  be  prescribed  by 
tbt^ '^id  commissioners,  and  advertised  in  such 
ga|5;:5es  as  they  may  deem  expedient ;  and  when- 
evu'  jjne  hundred  shares  or  more  shall  be  sub- 
scrfjid,  the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
sbi.^»|jive  notice,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in 
iht'i^id  Diatrict,  of  a  time  and  place,  to  be  by 
thtrt4appoir)ted.  for  the  subscribers  to  proceed  to 
orggrfiize  thu  corporation  by  an  election  of  oflScers; 
ant^All  persons  who  may  then  be  or  thereafter 
mart>ecom.'  the  proprietors  of  shares  in  the  said 
ca[.fl|l  stock,  either  as  subscribers  for  the  same 
or  .%f  ahe  le^al  representatives,  successors,  or  as- 
sig^i^s.  of  such  subscribers,  shall  become  one 
bod*|politic  and  corporate,  in  deed,  and  in  law. 
by  4f  name  and  style  of  the  "Alexandria  and 
Le(^^urg  Turnpike  Company,"  and  by  the  same 
naqr.4shall  have  perpetual  succession  and  all  the 
pru*ij|?ges  belonging  to  a  corporation  ;  and  shall 
be  ^able  of  taking  and  holding  their  said  cap- 
ital^: >pck  and  the  profits  thereof,  and  of  enlarging 
ihei^lme  by  new  subscriptions  if  found  necessary 
to  ti^i^\  the  intent  of  this  act ;  and  of  purchasing, 
takjpp,  and  holding,  to  them  and  their  successors 
an^^signs.  in  fee  simple,  or  for  any  lesser  estate. 
alL-^ch  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  and 
esi^«,  real  and  personal,  as  shall  be  necessary 
an'):i|seful  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work  ;  and 
of  -Elng  and  being  sued,  of  having  a  common 
seal.'und  of  doing  all  and  every  other  matter  and 
thuw;,  concerning  the  subject  aforesaid,  which  a 
<rorj[rOration  or  body  politic  may  do. 

tStC.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  (jompany  shall  meet  on  the  third  Monday  in 
Ma^ii  in  every  year,  at  such  place  as  shall  be 
tix*5*  by  their  bylaws,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
suci,  officers  as  aforesaid  for  the  ensuing  year,  in 
raajfoer  aforesiid,  and  at  such  other  times  as  they 
shajfj  be  summoned  by  the  president  and  directors 
afof4;said  ;  at  which  annual  or  special  meetinofs 
ihei^  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do 
ani^^}>erforn\  any  act  by  law  allowed  and  perfain- 
ing;fii  the  afl'dirs  of  said  company;  and  the  pres- 
idej^  and  directors  for  the  time  being  shall  hold 
the,"^ offices  until  others  shall  be  appointed  in  their 
platCef.  And  the  said  corporation  shall  not  be 
de^Wit'd  to  be  dissolved  by  reason  of  any  defect  of 
ofiJTv'rs,  but  if  It  should  happen  that  there  should 
be  ^o  president  or  directors  competent  to  call  a 
raetkting  of  the  stockholders,  the  same  may  be 
caltd  by  any  stockholder  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ingkach  officers,  giving  thirty  days'  notice  of  the 
Unhand  placeof  such  meetin?.  by  advertisements 
in  itnewspaper  printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
pr^-Jident  and  directors  s!iall  procure  printed  cer- 
lifiVtes  for  all  the  shares  of  said  stock,  and  shall 
dfl^t^er  one  such  certificate,  signed  by  the  presi- 
dei^'  to  each  person  for  every  share  by  him  or 
he|  subscribed  and  held,  which  certificate  shall 
b«J|^iiansferable  at  his  or  her  pleasure,  in  person 
orj-by  attorney,  in  the  presence  of  the  president, 
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clerk,  or  treasurer  of  said  company,  who  shall 
witness  the  same  ;  subject,  however,  to  all  pay- 
ment due  or  to  grow  due  thereupon  ;  and  the  as- 
signee holding  any  such  certificate,  havingcaused 
the  assignment  to  be  entered  in  a  book  of  the 
company  to  be  kept  lor  that  purpose,  shall  be  a 
member  of  said  company;  and  for  every  certifi- 
cate  by  him  held  shall  l^e  entitled  to  one  share  in 
the  capital  stock  and  estate  of  said  company.  And 
if  any  stockholder,  after  thirty  days' public  notice 
in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, of  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  portion  or  dividend  of  the  sum  sub- 
scribed in  said  stock,  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  same 
for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  the  lime  so  ap- 
pointed, the  share  or  shares  on  which  such  de- 
linquency has  taken  place  may  be  sold  at  public 
auction,  and  transferred  hy  them  to  any  person 
or  persjns  willing  to  purcliase  for  such  price  as 
can  be  obtained  ;  or  in  case  any  proprietor  shall 
fail  to  pay  any  instalment  which  shall  be  duly 
assessed,  such  instalment,  or  any  part  thereof,  that 
shall  remain  deficient  or  unpaid,  may  be  recov- 
ered of  the  person  or  persons  so  failing  to  pay,  by 
warrant  from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  the  amount 
shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars  ;  and  if  the  sum 
so  due  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  same  may 
be  recovered  by  motion,  in  the  name  of  the  said 
company,  on  ten  days'  notice,  or  by  action  at  law 
in  the  usual  course  of  judicial  proceeding,  in  any 
court  of  record  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  and 
in  all  instances  where  the  person  so  failing  to 
pay  his  instalment  cannot  be  found  in  the  said 
district,  then  recovery  shall  be  had  against  him 
by  such  mode  of  judicial  proceeding  as  is  author- 
ized by  the  laws  of  the  country  where  such  de- 
faulter shall  be  found  ;  and  in  all  such  warrants, 
motions  or  actions,  the  certificate  of  the  clerk,  or 
recording  officer  of  the  said  company,  shall  be  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  defendant's  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  company,  and  prima  facie  evidence  of 
the  amount  due  on  the  share  or  shares  held  by 
such  defendant. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  meet  at  such 
times  and  places  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  for  trans- 
acting their  business  ;  at  which  meeting  any 
three  members  shall  form  a  quorum,  who.  in  the 
absence  of  the  president,  may  choose  a  chairman, 
and  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  their  transactions 
fairly  entered  in  a  book;  and  a  quorum  being 
met,  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
appoint  a  treasurer  and  all  other  officers  neces- 
sary and  convenient,  and  agree  with  and  appoint 
all  such  surveyors,  intendants,  artists,  or  other 
agents,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  intended  works,  and  to  fix  their  salaries,  wages, 
or  compensation  ;  to  direct  and  order  the  times, 
manner,  and  proportions,  when  and  in  which  the 
stockholders  shall  pay  moneys  due  on  their  respec- 
tive shares;  to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurer  for 
all  moneys  due  from  the  said  company,  and,  gen- 
erally, to  do  and  transact  all  such  other  matters, 
acts,  and  things,  as  by  the  by-laws,  rules,  and  reg- 
ulations of  said  company,  shall  be  required  or 
permitted. 
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Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon 
application  of  the  said  president  and  directors  of 
the  said  company,  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  to  the  judges  thereof  out  of 
court,  the  said  court,  or  the  judges,  or  any  two  of 
the  judges  thereof  out  of  court,  shall  appoint  three 
commissioner:',  not  interested  in  any  of  the  lands 
through  which  the  said  road  may  be  laid  out,  nor 
interested  in  the  slock  of  the  company  hereby 
created,  nor  in  the  stock  of  any  other  turnpike 
company,  who  shall  each  receive  from  the  said 
president,  directors,  and  company,  two  dollars  for 
every  day  they  shall  respectively  be  actually  ne- 
cessarily employed  in  or  about  the  affairs  of  the 
said  company.  And  each  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, before  he  proceeds  to  act  as  such,  shall 
take  and  subscribe  an  oath,  or  solemn  affirmation, 
in  the  presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  that  he 
will  well,  faithfully  and  impartially,  according  to 
the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment,  and  without 
unnecessary  delay,  execute  and  perform  all  the 
duties  required  of  him  as  a  commissioner  under 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
'"An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  cer- 
tain turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia;" 
which  oaths  or  affirmations,  so  subscribed  and  cer- 
tified by  the  justice,  in  whose  presence  they  shall 
be  severally  taken  and  subscribed,  shall  be  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  circuit  court,  and 
enrolled  among  the  land  records  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria.  And  the  said  commissioners,  or  any 
two  of  them,  being  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
upon  the  request  of  the  said  president  and  direc- 
tors, cau:e  to  be  surveyed,  laid  out.  and  ascer- 
tained, described,  and  marked,  by  certain  metes  and 
bounds,  of  the  aforesaid  turnpike  road,  described 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act.  not  less  than  sixty 
feet  in  breadth,  in  such  routes,  tracts  or  courses, 
for  the  same  respectively,  as,  in  the  best  of  their 
judgment,  will  combine  shortness  ofdistance  with 
the  most  convenient  ground,  and  the  smallest  ex- 

fiense  of  money  ;  and  for  this  purpose  it  shall  be 
awful  for  them,  and  such  agents,  assistants,  ser- 
vants, or  attendants,  as  they  may  think  proper  to 
employ,  to  enter  upon  any  of  the  lands  through  or 
near  which  the  said  road  may  be  laid  out,  having 
first  given  twenty  d.iys'  public  notice  in  some  pub- 
lic newspaper,  printed  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, of  the  time  and  place  o\'  tlieir  entering  on  ttie 
said  business  of  surveying  and  laying  out  each 
road  respectively.     And  if  any  proprietor  of  any 
part  of  the  lands  through  which   the  said   road 
may  be  laid  out.  shall  require  compensation  for 
so  much  of  his  or  her  said  land  as  may  be  occu- 
pied by  the  said  road,  or  shall  claim  damages  lor 
or  on  account  of  the  opening  or  laying  out  the 
said  road  through  his  or  her  land,  and  if  the  said 
president  and  directors  cannot  agree  with  such 
proprietors  respecting   the    same,  then  the  yaid 
commissioners,  at    the    request  of  either   party, 
shall  appoint  a  day  and  place  to  hear  and  decide 
upon  such  claim,  and  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion and  damages  which  such  proprietor  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  from  the  said  president,  direc- 
tors and  company  therefor,  first  giving  twenty 
days'  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  his  or  her  agent. 


or  attorney  in  fact,  or  other  legal  representative, 
if  either  shall  be  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  if  the  party  so  notified  shall  fail  to  attend,  or 
if  the  party  shall   be   an   infant    under  age,  non 
compos  mentis,  feme  covert,  or  absent  out  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  liave  no  known  ageni 
or  legal  representative  therein,  then  the  said  com- 
missioners may  proceed  ex  parte  to  hear  and  de- 
cide the  same;  and  the  award  of  them,  or  any 
two  of  them,  made  in  writing,  signed  by  them  or 
any  two  of  them,  shall  by  them   be  returned  to 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the   said  court  for  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  within  ten  days  after  such 
hearing,  and  a  copy  thereof  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  such  return,  be  served  upon  such  of  the  par- 
liesas  areresidentin  theDistrict  of  Columbia  ;  and 
if  such  award  be  not  at  the  session  of  the  said  cir- 
cuit court,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  next  after 
such  return  of  the  said  award  to  the  clerk's  office, 
be  set  aside  on  account  of  fraud  or  partiality  in 
the  said  commissioners,  or  other  cause  deemed 
sufficient  in   the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  same 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive  between  the  parties, 
and  shall  be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk;  and  the 
sum  so  awarded  being  paid  to  the  said  clerk,  for 
the  use  of  the  person  entitled  to  receive  the  same, 
the  said  land,  mentioned  and  described  in  the  said 
award,  shall  and  may  be  taken  and  occupied  as  a 
turnpike  road  and  public  highway  forever.     And 
the  said  commissioners,  upon  completing  the  said 
survey  of  the  said  road,  shall  return  a  plat  and 
certificate  of  such  survey  to  the  said  clerk,  and 
the  same  being  accepted  by  the  said  court,  shall 
be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk,  and  thereupon  the 
road  so  laid  out  shall  be  taken,  used  and  occupied 
as  a  turnpike  road  and  public  higliway  forever; 
and    the    said   president,  directors  and  company 
may  thereupon  proceed  to  enter  upon  the  same, 
and  shall  cause  at  least  twenty-four  ieet  in  breadth 
throughout  the  whole  length  thereof,  to  be  made 
an  artificial  road  of  stone,  gravel,  or  other  hard 
substance,  of  sufficient  depth  or  thickness  to  se- 
cure a  solid  and  firm  road,  with  a  surface  as  smooth 
as  the  materials  will  admit,  and  so  nearly  level 
that  it  shall  in  no  case  rise  or  fall  more  than  an 
angle  of  four  degrees  with  a  horizontal  line,  and 
the  said  road  shall  thereafter  be  kept  in  good  and 
perfect  repair;  and    wheresoever  upon  the  said 
road   any  bridge  shall   be  deemed  necessary,  the 
I  same  shall  be  built  of  sound  and  suitable  materials. 
And   in   case  either  of  the   said   commissioners 
should  die,  or  refuse  to  act,  or  become  incapaci- 
tated, or  should  be  removed  by  the  court  for  mis- 
conduct, the  said  court  may  appoint  another  in 
his  place;  and  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said 
president  and   directors,  the  said   road  shall  be 
completed   to  the   extent  of  twenty-four  feet  in 
i  breadth,  the  same  shall  be  examined  by  the  said 
I  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them  ;  and  if  in  the 
opinion  of  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  the  said 
road  should  have  been  completed  to  the  extent  of 
i  at  least  twenty  four  feet  in  breadth,  according  to 
}  the   meaning  of  this  act,  they  shall  certify  the 
I  same,  to  the  said  circuit  court,  or  the  judges  thereof 
out  of  court,  and  their  certificate  being  accepted 
I  by  the  said  court,  or  any  two  judges  thereof,  and 
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re(V)nde(1.  the  said    president  and  directors  shall 
an|  ijaay  thereafter   erect   and  fix  one  gate  and 
tuqjh[>ike  upon  and  across  the  said  road,  tu  collect 
thfirtills  hereinafter  sjranted  to  the  said  company  ; 
ar>>  k  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  appoint  such 
anc  U>  many  toll   gatherers  as  they  shall   deem 
ne^.fary,  to  collect  and  receive  of  and  from  all 
an^eivery  person  and  p)ersons  using  the  said  road. 
th»r't(jlls  and  rates  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  to 
sto}.  4"y  pef'on  or  persons  leading  or  driving  any 
ho^eii,    mules,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  sulky,   chair, 
chii'Sf,  phaeton.chariot.  coach,  cart,  wagon. sleigh, 
sle-t,  i)r  any  carriage  of  burden  or  pleasure,  from 
pacing  through  the  .'•aid  gate,  until  the  said  tolls 
sba|l  be  paid,  that  is  lo  say  :     For  every  score  of 
sh»f'Pi  five  cents  ;  for  every  score  of  hog^,   five 
cei^sj  for  every  score  of  cattle,  ten  cents  ;  and  so 
in  yroportion    for   any  greater  or  less  number; 
for -every  horse  or  mule  with  a  rider,  three  cents  ; 
forlcrery  stage    or   wagon    and  two  horses,   six 
cer|5!  for  either  carriage  last   mentioned,   with 
foul-  horses,  ten   cents;  for  every  led   or  driven 
ho^iie  or  mule,  one  cent ;  for  every  sulky,  chair, 
ch£^<4,  or  carriage  of  pleasure,  with  two  wheels 
antto'ie  horse,  five  cents ;  for  every  coach,  chariot, 
phc^ton,   or  chaise,    with    four  wheels   and  two 
holies,  nine  cents;  for  any  of  the  said  carriages 
las|-  noentioned  with   four  horses,  eleven   cen's  ; 
for;«v5ery  other  carriage  of  pleasure,  under  what- 
ev^Yi^ame  it  may  go.  the  like  sums  according  to 
th^rmimber  of  wheels  and  horses,  in   proportion 
afiSfsaid  ;  for  every  sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a  car- 
riafcof  pleasure,  three  cents  for  each  horse  draw- 
in^ie  same;  for  every  sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a 
canpafje  of  burden,  two  cents  for  each  horse  draw- 
inii^^e  same;  for  every  cart  or  wagon,  whose 
wi^l«  do  not  exceed  four  inches  in  breadth,  three 
ceiiii  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same  ;  for  every 
ir   wagon,   whose    wheels   shall    exceed    in 
lih  four  inches,  and  not  exceed  seven  inches, 
>^d  an  half  cents  for  every  horse  drawing  the 
_   J   for  every  cart  or  wagon,  whose    wheels 
shaj  be  more  than  seven  inches  in  breadth,  and 
not^ore  than  ten  inches,  one  and  a  quarter  cents 
for  ^very  horse  drawing  the  same  ;  for  every  cart 
°'" '%l^fOD)  *he  breadth  ofwhoie  wheels  shall  be 
™°5  *^*"^  ^^°  inches,  and  not  exceeding  twelve 
inc»^.  one  cent  for  every    horse  drawing    the 
sanjP  ;     And  that  all  such  carriages  as  aforesaid 
to  L^i  (Jrawn  by  part  oxen,  or  to  be  drawn  by  mules 
ia  rf^nisle  or  part,  two  oxen  shall  be  estimated  as 
equ*ij)  ;to  one  horse  in  charging  all  the  aforesaid 
toltft^nd  every  mule  as  equal  to  one  horse. 

^Ji'c.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cas^  where  stone,  gravel,  earth  or  sand  shall  be 
necj^sary  for  making  or  repairing  the  said  road, 
anc]/,he  said  president,  directors  and  company  of 
Aleiapdria  and  Leesburg  turnpike  road  cannot 
agr.  <.  for  the  same,  with  the  owner  thereof,  then, 
up'  :  Application  by  the  said  president  and  direct- 
ors pHany  per-on  authorized  by  them,  to  any  one 
of  t  ^'judges  of  the  said  district  court,  he  may,  if 
he  ecause.  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
con  ?wand  the  marshal  of  the  said  district  to  sura- 
nici  <t  jury  of  thirteen  disinterested  persons,  qual- 
(o  serve  as  petit  jurors   in  the  said  circuit 
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court,  to  meet  at  the  place  where  such  materiils 
may  be,  on  some  day.  not  more  than  ten  days  af- 
ter the  date  of  such  warrant;  and   to  give   the 
other  party  five  days'  notice  of  the  said  time  and 
place,  if  such  party  be  found  within  the  District 
of  Columbia  ;  and  if  any  of  the  said  jurors  should 
fail  to  attend  at  the  said  time  and  place,  the  mar- 
shal may  immediately  summon  talesmen  in  the 
place  of  those  who  are  absent,  and  shall  admin- 
ister an  oath  to  the  said  jurors  and  talesmen,  as 
the  case  may  be.  justly  and  impartially  to  value 
the  said  materials,  and  to  assess  the  damage  which 
the  owner  thereof  shall  sustain    by  the   taking 
thereof  by  the  said  president,  directors  and  com"- 
pany  of  the  Alexandria  and    Leesburg    turnpike 
road  ;  which  valuation  and  assessment  of  dam- 
ages  made   by  the  said  jurors,  or  a   majority  of 
them,  shall  be  signed  by  the  said  marshal  and  the 
jurors,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  agree  thereto, 
and  be  returned  by  the  marshal  to  the  said  clerk 
of  the  said  court  for  the  county  of  Alexandria, 
to  be  by  him  recorded,  and  shall   be  conclusive 
between  the  parties;   and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be 
delivered  to  each  of  the  parties  who  may  be  res- 
ident within  the  district  ;  and  the  sum  so  award- 
ed and  assessed  being  paid  to  the  said  clerk  of  the 
said  court,  for  the  use  of  the  party  entitled  there- 
to, the  said   president   and  directors  may  proceed 
to  take  and  carry  away  the  said  materials  so  val- 
ued for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  pres- 
ident, directors  and  company  shall  pay  the  said 
marshal  five  dollars  for  his  services  in  summon- 
ing and  empanncling  the  said  jury  and  taking  and 
returning  the  said  inquest,  and  two  dollars  to'each 
of  the  jurors  so  sworn. 

Sec.  7.  And  be   it  further  enacted.    That  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  weight  that  may 
be  drawn  along  the  said  road  in  any  wagon,  cart, 
or  other  carriage  of  burden,  it   shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  president,  managers  and  com- 
pany to  erect  and  establish  scales  and  weights  at 
or  near  the  gate  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act, as  tliey  may  think  proper;  and 
where  there  may  seem  reasonable  cause  to  sus- 
pect  that  any  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  of 
burden  carries  a  greater  weight  than  is.  or  shall 
be  by  law  allowable,   it  shall   be  lawful   for  the 
toll  gatherers,  or  other  persons  in  their  service  or 
employment,  to  prevent    the  same  from  passing 
such  gate  or  turnpike,  until  such  cart,  wagon,  or 
carriage  of  burden,  shall  be  drawn  into  the  fixed 
or  erected  scales,   at  or  near  any  such  gate  or 
turnpike,  and  the  weight  or  burden  drawn  there- 
in ascertained  by  weighing;  and  if  the  person  or 
persons  driving,  or  having  care  or  charge  of  any 
such  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  ol  burden, 
shall  refuse  totJrive  the  same  into  any  such  scales 
for  the   purpose  aforesaid,  the   person  or  persons 
so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  pres- 
ident, managers,  and  company,  any  sum  not  less 
than  five  dollars,  nor  more  than  eight  dollars,  to 
be  recovered    in   the  manner   hereinafter  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
wagon  or  other  carriage  with  four  wheels,  the 
breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be  four  inches. 
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shall  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
weight  thereon  than  three  tons  weight;  that  no 
such  carriage,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
not  be  seven  inches,  or,  being  six  inches  or  more, 
shall  roll  at  least  ten  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
the  «aid  road  with  more  than  five  tons  ;  that  no 
such  carriage,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
not  be  ten  inches  or  more,  or,  being  less,  shall  not 
roll  at  least  twelve  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
the  said  road  with  mjre  than  eight  tons;  that 
no  cart  or  carriage,  with  two  wheels,  the  same 
bread'.h  of  wheels  as  the  wagons  aforesaid,  shall 
be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  more  than  half 
the  burden  or  weight  aforesaid  ;  and  if  any  cart, 
wagon,  or  carriage  of  burden  whatsoever,  shall 
be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
weight  than  is  hereby  allowed,  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  carriage,  if  the  excess  of  burden 
shall  be  three  hundred  weight  or  upwards,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  four  times  the  customary  tolls,  for 
the  use  of  tlie  company  :  Provided  always,  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  company 
by  their  by-laws  to  alter  any  or  all  the  regulations 
herein  contained,  respecting  the  burdens  or  car- 
nages to  be  drawn  over  the  said  road,  and  to  sub- 
stitute other  regulations,  if  upon  experiment  such 
alterations  shall  be  found  conducive  to  the  public 
good  :  Provided  neverthelen,  That  such  regula- 
tions shall  not  lessen  the  burdens  of  carriages 
above  described. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  shall 
keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  fair  and  just  accounts 
of  all  moneys  to  be  received  by  them  from  the 
said  commissioners  first  herein  named,  and  from 
the  stockholders  or  sub>cribers  to  the  said  under- 
taking on  account  of  their  several  subscriptions 
or  shares,  and  of  all  moneys  by  them  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  prosecution  of  their  said  work  ; 
and  shall  once  at  least  in  every  year  submit  such 
accounts  loa  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders, 
until  the  said  road  shall  be  completed,  and  until 
the  costs,  charges  and  expenses  of  eflecting  the 
same  shall  l>e  fully  liquidated,  paid,  and  dis- 
charged ;  and  if,  upon  such  liquidation,  or  when- 
ever the  whole  capital  stock  of  the  said  company 
shall  be  nearly  expended,  it  shall  be  found  that 
the  said  capital  stock  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
complete  the  said  road,  according  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  act.  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  ihe  said  stockholders,  being  convened 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  their 
by-laws  and  rules,  to  increase  the  amount  to  be 
paid  on  the  shares  from  time  to  time,  to  such  ex- 
lent  as  shall  be  necessary  lo  accomplish  the  work;  ' 
and  toderaanil  and  receive  the  increased  amount 
so  to  be  required  on  such  shares,  in  like  manner 
and  under  the  like  penalties  as  are  hereinbefore  i 
provided  for  the  original  payments,  or  as  shall  be  i 
provided  by  their  by-laws. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  also  keep,  or  ' 
cause  lo  be  kept,  just  and  true  accounts  of  all 
moneys  lo  be  received  by  their  several  collectors 
of  tolls,  at  the  turnpike  gate  on  the  said  road,  and 
shall  make  and  declare  a  half  yearly  dividend 
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[  aforesaid,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  Dis- 
I  trie  I  of  Columbia,  and  atthe  limeand  placewhen 
I  and  where  the  same  will  l>e  paid,  and  cause  to  be 
\  paid  the  same  immediately. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That   it 
shall  be  ihe  duty  of  the  said  corporation  to  keep 
the  said  road  in  good  repair ;  and  if.  in  neglect  of 
their  said  duty,  the  said  corporation  shall,  at  any 
lime,  suffer  the  said  road  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  as 
I  to  be  unsafe  or  inconvenient  for   passengers,  the 
I  said  corporation  shall  be  liable  to  be  presented  for 
I  such  neglect,  before  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
;  diction,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  to  pay  ihe 
j  United  States  a  penalty  notexceedingone  hundred 
j  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  cuun  ;  and  shall 
also  be   responsible   for  all   damages  which  may 
be  sustained    by  any  person  or  persons,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  want  of  repair,   to  be   recovered 
in  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case,  in  any  court 
competent  to  try  the  same:  Provided  always,  and 
I  it  is  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  net  pro- 
'  ceeds  of  toll.s  collected  on  said  road  shall  amounl 
to  a  sum  sufl[icient  to  reimburse  the  capital  which 
I  shall   be  expended  in   the  purchase  of  such  land 
and  making  such  roads,  and  twelve  per  cent,  in- 
terest per  annum  thereon,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
\  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  ihe 
[  District  of  Columbia,  the   same   shall  become  a 
free  road,  and    tolls  shall    be  no  longer  collected 
thereon  ;  and  the  said   company  shall   annually 
make  returns  to  said  circuit  court  of  the  amounl 
of  the  lolls   collected,  and  of  their  necessary  ex- 
penses, so  as  to  enable  said  circuit  court  to  deter- 
mine when  said  tolls  shall  cease. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  person  or  persons,  riding  in  or  driving  any 
carriage  of  any  kind,  or  leading,  riding  or  driving 
any  hor.ses,  sheep,  hogs,  or  any  kind  of  cattle 
whatever,  on  said  road,  shall  pass  through  any 
private  gate.  l»ars  or  fence,  or  over  any  private 
way  or  passage,  or  pass  through  any  toll  gate, 
under  any  pretended  privilege  or  exemption,  to 
which  he,  or  .she.  or  they,  may  not  be  entitled,  or 
do  any  actor  thing,  with  intent  lo  lessen  or  evade 
the  tolls  for  passing  through  the  gate  established 
under  this  act,  such  person  or  persons,  for  every 
such  offence,  shall  forfeit,  to  the  said  president  and 
directors,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  wiih  costs,  in  the  same  manner  that  small 
debts  are  recoverable  :  Provided.  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  company  to  ask.  demand  or  re- 
ceive from  or  for  persons  living  on  or  adjacent  to 
the  said  road,  who  may  have  occasion  to  pass  by 
said  road,  upon  the  ordinary  business  relating  to 
their  farms,  so  far  as  the  limits  of  the  same  may 
extend  on  the  roads,  respectively,  who  shall  not 
have  any  other  convenient  road  or  way  by  which 
they  may  pas-,  from  one  part  to  another  part 
thereof,  any  toll  for  passing  on  said  turnpike. 
Approved,  July  13,  1813. 

.\n  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  certain 
turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That    William  Marbury, 
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Hoyr.  George  Johnson,  William  Steuart.  |  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do 
lljiam  Whanu,  Wasbmglon  Bowie,  John  W.  \  and  perform  any  act  by  law  allowed,  and  pertain- 
B^naugb,  Edgar  Patterson,  and  John  Eliason.  I  ing  to  the  affairs  of  said  company  ;  and  the  presi- 
hif  ^nd  tht'y  are  hereby  appointed,  a  board  of  \  dent  and  directors  for  ihe  time  being  shall  hold 
C'Ciiinis>iooers,  a  majority  of  whom  to  constitute  itheir  offices  until  others  sball  be  appointed  ir 
acuurum,  with  full  powers  to  receive  and  enter  their  places;  and  the  said  corporation  shall  not 
ir^y■^cb  book  or  books  as  they  may  deem  proper,  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved  ty  reason  of  any  de- 
b^^taemselves  or  their  agenl>,  subscriptions  for  feet  of  officers,  but  if  it  should  happen  that  there 
raf  ipg  a  capital  stock  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  in  J  should  be  no  president  or  directors  competent  to 
sfl;r('8  of  fifty  dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of:  call  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  the  same  may 
o(|Djng,  gravelling,  and  improving  a  road  in  the  ^  be  calltd  by  any  stockholder,  for  the  purpose  of 
ccir.ties  of  Washuigton  and  Alexandria,  in  the  electing  such  officers,  giving  thirty  days'  notice 
D^tfict  of  Columbia,  from  the  intersection  of  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  meeting,  by  adver- 
FjFl,  street  and  Water  street,  in  the  town  of  ti.sement,  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  District 
Giorgetowo,  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  District    of  Columbia. 

ot  Cjolumbia,  in  the  most  direct  and  practicable  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
rc|t.j  towards  Leesburg,  conforming  as  nearly  as  j  president  and  directors  shall  procure  printed  cer- 
sh*lf<  be  found  advantageous  and  convenient  to  '  tificates  for  all  the  shares  of  said  stock,  and  shall 
lij  ijresent  main  road,  leading  from  the  said  in-  deliver  one  such  certificate,  signed  by  the  presi- 
teieption  towards  Leesburg.  and  through  the  j  dent,  lo  each  person  for  every  share  by  him  or 
cf^nkies  of  Washington  and  Alexandria  afore-  I  her  subscribed  and  held,  which  certificates  shall 
sa||I  ;^  Provided,  That  no  subscription  shall  be  re-  be  transferrable  at  his  or  her  pleasure  in  person 
c^^-vtifd,  unless  the  sum  of  five  dollars  be  first  paid  or  by  attorney,  in  the  presence  of  the  president! 
iiMpUhe  hands  of  such  agent  or  other  person  as  ,  clerk,  or  treasurer  of  said  company,  who  shall 
tl>f  ^id  commissioners  may  authorize  to  receive  witness  the  same;  subject,  however,  to  all  pay- 
iliipe  times,  places,  and  manner  of  receiving  ment  due.  or  to  grow  due  thereupon;  and  the 
arSi  Entering  subscriptions  shall  be  prescribed  by  assignee  holding  any  such  certificate,  having 
sa^Jcommissioners,  and  advertised  in  such  ga-  caused  the  assignment  to  be  entered  in  a  book 
zttjiHS  as  they  may  deem  expedient ;  and  when-  for  the  company  lo  be  kept  for  that  purpo>;e,  and 
e»r|  one  hundred  shares  or  more  shall  be  sub-  having  paid  the  clerk  of  said  company  twenty- 
s<^t^d,  the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  five  cents  for  each  certificate  contained  in  such 
sKli  give  notice  in  some  newspaper,  printed  in  ;  assignment, for  his  seivices  in  recording  the  same, 
tb^  Pistrici  of  Columbia,  of  a  time  and  place  to  shall  be  a  member  of  said  company  ;  and  for  every 
bt*.i)j-  them  appointed,  for  the  subscribers  to  pro-  {certificate  by  him  held  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
c^.to  organize  the  corporation,  by  an  election  share  in  the  capital  stock  and  estate  of  said  com- 
oAfticers;  and  all  persons  who  may  then  lie.  or  pany.  And  if  any  stockholder,  after  thirty  days' 
tlj^fafter  may  becomt^  proprietors  of  shares  in  public  notice  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  Dis- 
tii^H  faid  '■'''P''^^  stock,  either  as  subscribers  for  !  trict  of  Columbia,  of  the  time  and  place  appointed 
liSf -iame,  cr  as  the  legal  representatives,  succes-  ,  for  the  payment  of  any  portion  or  dividend  of  the 
sCi*,ior  assignees  of  such  subscribers,  shall  become  sum  subscribed  in  said  stock,  shall  neglect  to  pay 
Oi)|  ;body  politic  and  corporate  in  deed  and  in  ,  the  same  for  the  space  of  thirty  da'ys  after  the 
lal|,;by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Georgetown  |  time  so  appointed,  the  share  or  shares  on  which 
ati^  Leesburg  Turnpike  Company,  and  by  the  j  such  delinquency  has  taken  place,  may  be  sold 
sa^iji^  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  all  the  at  public  auction,  and  transferred  by  them  to  any 
p?j^|leges  belonging  to  a  corporation;  and  shall  I  person  or  persons  willing  to  purchase  for  such 
bi  J-^pabie  of  taking  and  holding  their  said  capi-  i  price  as  can  be  obtained,  or  in  case  any  proprietor 
t»^sJock  and  the  profits  thereof,  and  of  enlarging  shall  fail  lo  pay  any  instalment  which  shall  be 
iH^-'ame  by  new  subscriptions,  if  found  necessary  duly  assessed, such  instalments,  or  any  part  thereof 
to^^ulfil  the  intent  of  this  act,  and  of  purchasing,  that  shall  remain  deficient  or  unpaid,  may  be  re- 
Ui>Ag  and  holding,  to  them  and  their  successors  covered  of  the  person  or  persons  so  failing  to  pay 
ac.^i  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  or  for  any  lesser  estate,  by  warrant  from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  the 
aJlj^Uch  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  j  amount  shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars,  and.  if 
ey;^^e  real  and  personal,  as  shall  be  necessary  and  '  the  sum  so  due  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the 
u--y5"bl  in  ihe  prosecution  of  their  work,  and  of'  >ame  be  recovered  by  motion  in  the  name  of  said 
supg  and  being  sued,  of  having  a  common  seal,  ,  company,  on  ten  days'  notice,  or  by  action  at  law 
art^  of  doing  all  and  every  other  matter  and  thins,  m  the  usual  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  in  any 
ctvjfcerning  the  subject  aforesaid,  which  a  corpo-  court  of  record  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  and 
ru^on  or  body  politic  may  do  in  all  instances  where  the  person  .so  failing  to  pay 

^^EC.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  '  his  instalment  cannot  be  found  in  the  said  Dis- 
Sii^%i  company  shall  mtet  on  the  third  Monday  in  \  trict.  then  recovery  shall  be  had  against  him  by 
NWrch,  in  every  year,  at  such  place  as  shall  be  |  such  mode  of  judicial  proceeding  as^is  authorized 
^*»:^  by^iheir  by-laws,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  ,  by  the  laws  ol  the  country  where  such  defaulter 


8iV<lj  officers  as  aforesaid  for  the  ensuing  year,  in 
HiijiKner  aforesaid,  and  at  such  other  times  as  they 
kj,4lj  be  sunimoned  by  the  president  and  directors 
^'jrftsaid;  ai  which  annual  or  special  meetings 
-  *y 


shall  be  lound  ;  and  in  all  such  warrants,  mo- 
tions, or  actions,  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the 
said  company  shall  be  conclusive  of  the  defend- 
ant's being  a  member  of  the  company,  andprima 
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facie  evidence  of  the  amount  due  on  the  share  or 
shares  held  by  such  defendant. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
raid  president  and  directors  shall  meet  at  such 
times  and  places  as  shall  be  .igreed  upon  for 
transacting  their  business;  at  which  meetings 
any  three  members  shall  form  a  quorum,  who,  in 
the  absence  of  the  president,  may  choose  a  chair- 
man, and  thall  keep  minutes  of  all  their  transac- 
tions [airly  entered  in  a  book,  and  a  quorum  be- 
ing met.  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  appoint  a  treasurer,  and  all  other  officers  ne- 
cessary and  convenient,  and  agree  with  and  ap- 
point all  such  surveyors,  inlendants.  artists,  or 
other  agents  as  they  may  judge  necessary  to  carrv 
on  the  intended  works,  and  to  fix  their  salaries, 
wages,  or  compensation  ;  to  direct  and  order  the 
times,  manner,  and  proportions,  when  and  in 
which  the  stockholders  shall  pay  moneys  due  on 
their  respective  shares;  to  draw  orders  on  the 
treasurer  for  all  moneys  due  from  said  company  ; 
and  generally  to  do  and  transact  all  such  other 
matters,  acts  and  things,  as  by  the  by-laws,  rules 
and  regulations  of  said  company  shall  be  required 
or  permitted. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon 
application  of  the  said  president  and  directors  of 
the  said  company  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  to  the  judges  of  said  court, 
out  of  court,  the  said  court  or  the  judges,  or  any 
two  of  the  judges  thereof  out  of  court,  shall  ap- 
point three  commissioners,  not  interested  in  any 
of  the  lands  through  which  the  said  road  may 
be  laid  out,  nor  interested  in  the  stock  of  the 
company  hereby  created,  nor  in  the  occupancy 
of  any  mills  or  water  works  by  which  the  said 
road  may  pass,  who  shall  receive,  each,  from  the 
said  president  and  directors  and  company,  two 
dollars  for  every  day  they  shall  respectively  be 
actually  necessarily  employed  in  or  about  the 
affairs  of  said  company;  and  each  of  the  said 
commissioners,  before  he  proceeds  to  act  as  such, 
shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  solemn  affir- 
mation in  the  presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
that  he  will  well,  faithfully  and  impartially,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment,  and 
without  unnecessary  delay,  execute  and  perform 
all  the  duties  required  of  him  as  a  commissioner, 
under  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for 
making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;"  which  oaths  or  affirmations,  so  sub- 
scribed and  certified  by  the  justice  in  whoNC  pres- 
ence they  shall  be  severally  taken  and  subscribed, 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said 
circuit  court,  and  enrolled  among  the  land  records 
of  the  county  of  Washington  ;  and  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  any  two  of  them,  being  qualified 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  the  request  of  the  said 
president  and  directors,  cause  to  be  surveyed,  laid 
out,  and  ascertained,  described  and  marked,  by 
certain  metes  and  bounds  of  the  aforesaid  turn- 
pike road,  described  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  not  less  than  sixty  feet  in  breadth  in  such 
routes,  tracts  or  courses  fur  the  same  respeclivtly. 
as  in  the   best  of  their  judgment  wiil  combine 


shortness  of  distance  with  the  most  convenient 
ground  and  the  smallest  expense  of  money;  and 
for  this  purpose  it  sliall  be  lawful  for  them  and 
such  agents,  assistants  servants,  or  attendants,  as 
they  may  think  proper  to  employ,  to  enter  upon 
auy  of  the  lands  through  or  near  which  the  said 
road  may  be  laid  out,  having  first  given  twenty 
days'  public    notice,   in  some    public    newspaper 
printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  time 
and  place  of  their  entering  on  the  said  business 
of  surveying  and  laying  out  each  road  respect- 
ively: and  if  any   proprietor  of  any  part  of  the 
lands  through  which  the  said  road  may  be  laid 
out,  shall  require  compensation  for  so  much  of 
his  or  her  said  land  as  may  be  occupied  by  the 
said  road,  or  shall  claim  damages  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  opening  or  laying  out  the  said  road 
through  his  or  her  land,  and  if  the  said  president 
and  directors  cannot  agree  with  such  proprietors 
respecting  the  same,  then  the  said  commissioners, 
at  the  request  of  either  party,  shall  appoint  a  day 
and  place  to  hear  and  decide  upon  such  claim, 
and   the  amount  of  compensation  and   damages 
which    such  proprietor  shall    be   entitled   to  re- 
ceirefrom  the  said  president,  directors,  and  com- 
pany   thereof,   first    giving    twenty    days'   notice 
to  the  adverse  party,  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney 
in  fact,  or  other   legal    representative,   if  either 
shall  be  within  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  if 
the  party  so  notified  shall  fail  to  attend,  or  if  the 
party  shall   be  an  infant  under  age,  non  compos 
mentis,  feme  covert,  or  absent  out  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  have  no  agent  or  legal  repre- 
sentative therein,  then  the  said    commissioners 
may  proceed    ex    parte  to  hear  and   decide   the 
same;  and    the  award   of  them,  or  any   two  of 
them,  made  in  writing,  signed   by  them   or  any 
two  of  them,  shall    by  them   be  returned  to  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  the  county 
of  Washington,  within  ten  days  after  such  hear- 
ing, and  a  copy   thereof  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  such  return,  be  served  upon  such  of  the  par- 
ties as  are  residents  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and  if  such  award   be  not  at  the  session  of  the 
said  circuit  court,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
next  after  such  return  of  the  said  award  to  the 
clerk's  office,  be  set  aside  on  account  of  fraud  or 
partiality   in    the    said    commissioners,  or   other 
cause  deemed    sufficient   in   the  opinion   of  the 
court,  the  same  shall   be  final  and  conclusive  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
said  clerk;  and  the  sum  so  awarded  being  paid 
to  the  said  clerk  for  the  use  of  the  person  entitled 
to  receive  the  same,  the  said  land,  mentioned  and 
described   in   the  said  award,  shall  and  may  be 
taken  and  occupied  as  a  turnpike  road  and  public 
highway   forever.    And   the  said  commissioners, 
upon  completing  the  said  survey  of  the  said  road, 
shall  return  a  plat  and  certificate  of  such  survey 
to  the  said  clerk,  and  the  same  being  accepted  by 
the  said  court  shall  be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk, 
and  thereupon  the  road  so  laid  out  shall  be  taken, 
used,  and  occupied,  as  a  turnpike  road  and  public 
highway  forever;  and  the  said  president,  direct- 
ors, and   company,   may   thereupon    proceed    to 
enter  upon   the  same,  and   shall   cause  at   least 
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twejifjf-four  feet  in  breadth,  throughout  the  whole 
leo^|»  thereof,  to  be  made  an  artificial  road  of 
Steffi  igravei,  or  other  hard  substance,  of  sufficient 
dej)^:^or  thickness  to  secure  a  solid  and  firm  road. 
w5^  ]he  surface  as  smootli  as  the  materials  will 
adjij^iland  so  nearly  level  that  it  shall  in  no  case 
nshyf  fall  more  than  an  aojle  of  four  degrees 
wiijf »  horizontal  line;  and  the  said  road  shall 
thfkTafter  be  kept  in  good  and  perfect  repair ;  and 
wljiijigsoever  upon  the  .said  road  any  bridge  shall 
be-^emed  necessary,  the  ikme  shall  be  built  of 
soHiyd  and  suitable  materials.  And  in  case  either 
of  l^ic  said  roraraissioners  die  or  refuse  lo  act,  or 
becvne  incapacitated,  or  shall  be  removed  by  the 
couf't  for  mi«cooduct,  the  said  court  may  a[)point 
anojber  ia  bis  place,  and  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
iheor^aid  president  and  directors,  the  said  road 
sha|  be  completed  to  the  extent  of  twenty-four 
feelNin  breadth,  the  same  shall  be  examined  by 
iht'iaiid  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them  ;  and 
if,  itb  the  opinion  of  ihera,  or  any  two  of  them, 
the^lsid  road  should  have  been  completed  to  the 
exi^u  of  at  least  twenty-four  feet  in  breadth, 
acc^^ing  to  the  meaning  of  this  act,  they  shall 
cenfr|r  the  same  to  the  said  court,  or  the  judges 
theirtf  out  of  court,  and  their  certificate  being 
acofpied  by  the  said  court  or  any  two  judges 
thejt'iif,  and  recorded,  the  said  president  and 
dir'|;tors  shall  and  may  thereafter  erect  and  fix 
on<|g4le  and  turnpike  upon  and  across  the  said 
roaf,  to  collect  the  tolls  hereinafter  granted  to 
thef-aid  company ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them 
to  iif«point  sijch  and  so  many  toll-gatherers  as  they 
shaj*  deem  necessary,  lo  collect  and  receive,  of  and 
fro^  all  and  every  person  and  persons  using  the 
saiv^  road,  the  tolls  and  rates  hereinafter  raen- 
tioi^d,  and  to  slop  any  person  or  persons  riding, 
leafing,  or  driving  any  horses,  mules,  cattle. 
hoj|^.  sheep,  sulky,  chair,  chaise,  phaeton,  chariot, 
CQ^h,  cart,  wagon,  sleigh,  sled,  or  any  carriage 
of  JuTden  or  pleasure,  from  pa&sing  through  the 
sai(^  gate,  until  the  said  tolls  shall  be  paid,  that  is 
lo  ;>ij:  For  every  score  of  sheep,  five  cents;  for 
eve^j^  score  of  hogs,  five  cents;  for  every  score 
of  (>(tle,  ten  cents  ;  and  so  in  proportion  for  any 
grefter  or  less  number;  for  every  horse  or  mule 
wil'i  jL  rider  three  cents;  for  every  stage  or  wag- 
oo  |aJ  two  horse.s,  six  cents;  far  either  carriage 
Ia»lv mentioned  with  four  horses,  ten  cents;  for 
ev«5y  led  or  driven  horse  or  mule,  one  cent;  for 
ev^jfVjSulky,  chair,  chaise,  or  carriage  of  pleasure, 
wit^  iiwo  wheels  and  one  horse,  five  cents;  for 
ev<|y«  coach,  chariot,  phaeton,  or  chaise,  with 
foui  wheels  and  two  horses,  nine  cents ;  for  any 
of  t\^  said  carriages  last  mentioned,  with  four 
h(.r|e|:,  eleven  cents;  for  every  other  carriage  of 
pleasure,  under  whatever  name  it  may  go,''  the 
likf  sums,  according  [to]  the  number  of  wheels 
an'if  horses,  in  proportion  aforesaid  ;  for  every 
*'«*('*'■  sleigh  used  as  a  carriage  of  pleasure,  three 
cerss  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same ;  for  every 
slei,-  |)r  sleigh  used  as  a  carriage  of  burden,  two 
cei;^s;for  each  horse  drawing  the  same;  for  every 
car|  9r  wagon,  whose  wheels  do  not  exceed  four 
injis  ia  breadth,  three  cents  for  each  horse 
<lr^>Dg   the   same;    for   every    cart   or   wason 
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I  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  in  breadth  four  inches 
and  not  exceed  seven  inches,  one  and  a  half  cents 
for  every  horse  drawing  the  same  ;  for  every  cart 
or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  be  more  than  sevea 
inches  in  breadth,  and  not  more  than  ten  inches 
one  and  a  quarter  cents  for  every  horse  drawing 
the  same;  for  every  carl  or  wagon,  the  breadth 
of  whose  wheels  shall  be  more  than  ten  incnes, 
and  not  exceeding  twelve  inche-<,  one  cent  for 
every  horse  drawing  the  same ;  and  that  all  such 
carriages  as  aforesaid  to  be  drawn  by  oxen,  or  to 
be  drawn  by  part  oxen,  or  to  be  drawn  by  mules 
in  whole  or  part,  two  oxen  shall  be  estimated  as 
equal  to  one  horse,  in  charging  all  the  aforesaid 
tolls,  and  every  mule  as  equal  to  one  horse. 

Sec.  6.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
all  cases  where  stone,  gravel,  earth,  or  sand,  shall 
be  necessary  for  making  or  repairing  the  said  road, 
and  the  said  president,  directors,  and  company  of 
Georgetown  and  Leesburg  turnpike  road  cannot 
agree  for  the  same,  with  the  owner  thereof,  then, 
upon  application  by  the  said  president  and  direct- 
ors,  or  any  person  authorized    by  them,  to  any 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  said  district  court,  he 
may,  if  he  see  cause,  by  warrant,  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  command  the  marshal  of  the  said  dis- 
trict to  summon  a  jury  of  thirteen  disinterested 
persons,  qualified  to  serve  as  petit  jurors,  in  the 
said  circuit   court,  to  meet  at  the   place  where 
such  materials  may  be,  on  some  day,  not  more 
than  ten  days  after  the  date  of  such  warrant,  and 
to  give  the  other  party  five  days'  notice  of  the 
said  time  and  place,  if  such  party  be  found  within 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  if  any  one  of  the 
said  jurors  should  fail  to  attend  at  the  same  time 
and  place,  the  marshal  may  immediately  summon 
talesmen   in  the  place  of  those  who  are  absent, 
and  shall  administer  an  oath  to  the  said  jurors 
and  talesmen,  as  the  case  may  be,  justly  and  im- 
partially to  value  the  said  materials  and  to  assess 
the  damage  which  the  owner  thereof  shall  sustain, 
by  the  taking  thereof  by  the  said   president  and 
directors  and  company  of  the  Georgetown  and 
Leesburg   turnpike    road;   which    valuation   and 
assessment  of  damages,  made  by  the  said  jurors, 
or  a  majority  of  thera,  shall  be  signed  by  the  said 
marshal  and  the  juror.*,  or  so  many  of  them  as 
shall  agree  thereto,  and  be  returned  by  the  mar- 
shal to  the  said  clerk  of  the  said   court  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  to  be  by  him  recorded, 
and  shall  be  conclusive  between  the  parties,  and 
a  copy  thereof  shall  be  delivered  lo  eall^of  the 
parties  who  may  be  resident  in  the   Drlnuct  of 
Columbia;  and  the  sum  so  awarded  and  asl^s.sed 
being  paid  to  the  snid  clerk  of  the  said  court,  for 
the   use    of  the   party  entitled  thereto,  the  said 
president  and  directors  may  proceed  to  take  and 
carry  away  the  said  materials  so  valued,  for  the 
purpo-.es  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  president,  direct- 
ors, and  company,  shall  pay  the  said  marshal  five 
dollars  for  his  services  in  summoning  and  etn- 
pannelling  the  s.iid  jury,  and  taking  and  return- 
ing said  inquest,  and  two  dollars  to  each  of  the 
jurors  so  sworn. 

Sec.  7.    And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  aicertaioing  the  weight  that  may 
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be  drawn  along  the  said  road,  in  any  wagon,  cart, 
or  other  carriage  of  burden,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  president,  directors,  and  com- 
pany, to  erect  and  estat)lish  scales  and  weights,  at 
or  near  the  gate  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act.  as  they  may  think  proper;  and 
where  there  may  seem  reasonable  cause  to  sus- 
pect that  any  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  of 
burden,  carries  a  greater  weight  than  is  or  shall 
be  by  law  allowable,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  toll 
gatherers,  or  other  persons  in  their  service  or  em- 
ployment, to  prevent  the  same  from  passing  such 
gate  or  turnpike,  until  such  cart,  wagon,  or  car- 
riage of  burden,  shall  be  drawn  into  the  fixed  or 
erected  scales,  at  or  near  any  such  gate  or  turn- 
pike, and  the  weight  or  burden  drawn  therein 
ascertained  by  weighing;  and  if  the  person  or 
persons  driving  or  having  care  or  charge  of  any 
such  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  of  burden, 
shall  refuse  to  drive  the  same  into  any  such  scales 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons 
so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  said  president, 
directors,  and  company,  any  sum  not  less  than 
five  dollars,  nor  more  than  eight  dollars,  to  be 
recovered  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
wagon  or  other  carriage  with  four  wheels,  the 
breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be  four  inches, 
shall  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
weight  thereon  than  three  tons  weight;  that  no 
such  carriage,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
not  be  seven  inches,  or,  being  six  inches  or  more, 
shall  roll  at  least  ten  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
the  said  road  with  more  than  live  tons;  that  no 
such  carriage,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
not  be  ten  inches  or  more,  or,  being  less,  shall  not 
roll  at  least  twelve  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
the  said  road  with  more  than  eight  tons;  that  no 
cart  or  carriage,  with  two  wheels,  the  same 
breadth  of  wheels  as  the  wagons  aforesaid,  shall 
be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  more  than 
half  the  burden  of  weight  aforesaid;  and  if  any 
cart,  wagon,  or  carriage  of  burden  whatever, 
shall  be  drawn  along  the  luiid  road  with  a  greater 
weight  than  is  hereby  allowed,  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  carriage,  if  the  exce.<.s  of  burden 
shall  be  three  hundred  weight  or  upwards,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  four  times  the  customary  tolls, 
for  the  use  of  the  company:  Provided  altrays, 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said 
company  by  their  by-laws  to  alter  any  or  all  the 
regulations  herein  contained,  respecting  the  bur- 
dens or  carriages  to  be  drawn  over  the  said  road, 
and  to  substitute  other  regulations,  if,  upon  ex- 
periment, such  alterations  shall  be  found  condu- 
cive to  the  public  good:  Provided  tievertheless, 
That  such  regulations  shall  not  lessen  the  bur- 
dens of  carriages  above  described. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  shall 
keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  fair  and  ju>t  accounts 
of  all  moneys  to  be  received  by  them  from  the 
said  commissioners  first  herein  named,  and  from 
the  stockholders  or  subscribers  to  the  said  under- 
taking, on  account  of  their  several  subscriptions 
or  shares,  and  of  all  moneys  by  them  to  be  expend- 


ed in  the  prosecation  of  their  said  work,  and  shall 
once  at  least  in  every  year  submit  such  accounts 
to  a  general  meetinp;  of  the  stockholders,  until 
the  said  road  shall  be  completed,  and  until  the 
costs,  charges,  and  expenses  of  effecting  the  same, 
shall  be  fully  liquidated,  paid,  and  discharged; 
and  if.  upon  such  liquidation,  or  whenever  the 
whole  capital  stock  of  the  said  company  shall  be 
nearly  expended,  it  shall  be  found  that  the  said 
capital  stock  will  not  be  sufficient  to  complete  the 
said  road,  according  lo  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  stockholders,  being  convened  according  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  their  by-laws  and 
rules,  to  increase  the  amount  to  be  paid  on  the 
shares  from  lime  to  time,  to  such  extent  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  work,  and  to  de- 
mand and  receive  the  increased  amount  so  to  be 
required  on  such  shares,  in  like  manner  and  under 
the  like  penalties  as  are  hereinbefore  provided  for 
the  original  payments,  or  as  shall  be  provided  by 
their  by-laws. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  also  keep,  or  cause 
to  be  kept,  just  and  true  accounts  of  all  moneys 
to  be  received  by  their  collectors  of  tolls  at  the 
turnpike  gate  on  the  said  road,  and  shall  make 
and  declare  a  half  yearly  dividend  aforesaid,  in 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia, and  at  the  time  and  place  when  and  where 
the  same  will  be  paid,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
paid  immediately. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatitshall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  corporation  to  keep  the 
said  road  in  good  repair,  and  if,  by  neglect  of  their 
said  duty,  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time 
suffer  the  said  road  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  as  to 
be  unsafe  or  inconvenient  for  passengers,  the  said 
corporation  shall  be  liable  to  be  presented,  for  such 
neglect,  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  to  pay  the 
United  States  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  court;  and  shall 
also  be  responsible  for  all  damages  which  may 
be  sustained  by  any  person  or  persons,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  want  of  repair,  to  be  recovered  in 
an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case,  in  any  court 
competent  to  try  the  same;  Provided  always, 
and  a  isfuTtlier  enacted.  That  whenever  the  net 
proceeds  of  tolls,  collected  on  said  roed,  shall 
amount  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  capi- 
tal which  shall  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
such  land  and  making  such  roads,  and  twelve 
per  cent,  interest  per  annum  thereon,  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  same 
shall  become  a  free  road,  and  tolls  shall  be  no 
longer  collected  thereon;  and  the  said  company 
shall  annually  make  returns  to  said  circuit  court, 
of  the  amount  of  tolls  collected,  and  of  their  ne- 
cessary expenses,  so  as  to  enable  said  circuit  court 
to  determine  when  said  tolls  shall  cease. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  person  or  persons  riding  in  or  driving  any 
carriage  of  any  kind,  or  leading,  riding,  or  driving, 
any  horses,  sheep,   hogs,  or  any  kind  of  cattle 
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whfritiver.  oh  said  road,  shall  pass  through  any 
prtyiZte  gate,  bars,  or  fence,  or  over  any  private 
wii*  j)r  passage,  or  pass  through  any  toll  gate, 
una^rSany  pretended  privilege  or  exemption  to 
whiH  ^^^  ^^^'  °^  'h^Yi  rosy  oot  be  entitled,  or 
do  :i^ik  act  or  thing  with  intent  to  lessen  or  evade 
the-?c|!s  for  passing  through  the  gate  established 
UD'il-i.this  act,  such  person  or  persons,  for  every 


and  cargo  severally  shall  be  satisfactorily  shown 
as  aforesaid.  And.  in  proceedings  on  several 
libels  or  informations  against  any  cargo  or  parts 
of  cargo  or  merchandise  seized  as  forfeited  for 
the  same  cause,  there  >hall  not  be  allowed  by  the 
court  more  costs  than  would  be  lawful  on  one 
libel  or  information,  whatever  may  be  the  number 
of  owners  or  consignees  therein  concerned;  but 


su<sii  pffence,  shall  forfeit  to  the  president  and  j  allowance  may  be  made  on  one  libel  or  informa- 
dir(^itj)rs  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  then  ten 
doUifrv,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the 


pej^l  with  costs,  in  the  same  manner  that  small 
debCi  3re  recoverable:   Provided,  That  it  shall 


tion  for  the  costs  incidental  to  several  claims: 
Provided,  That  in  case  of  a  claim  of  any  vessel 
or  other  property  seized  on  behalf  of  the  United 
,  States  and  libelled  or  informed  against  as  for- 
^°^7^4  lawful  for  the  company  to  ask,  demand,  or  i  leited  under  any  of  the  laws  thereof,  if  judo'ment 
recifs'l",  from  or  for  persons  living  on  or  adjacent  |  shall  pasN  in  favor  of  the  claimant',  he  shlill  be 
to  tfejsaid  road,  who  may  have  occasion  to  pass  j  entitled  to  the  same  upon  paying  only  his  owa 
by  £,1*3  road  upon  the  ordinary  business  relating    costs. 

to  tijtir  farms,  so  far  as  the  same  may  in  its  limits  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  when- 
exi<t^(|  on  the  roads  respectively,  who  shall  not  ever  causes  of  like  nature,  or  relative  to  the  same 
hav«;:  sjny  other  convenient  road  or  way  by  which  ,  question,  shall  be  pending  before  a  court  of  the 
thef-jinay  pass  from  one  part  to  another  part  j  United  States,  or  of  the  Territories  thereof,  it 
thcrV(«f,  any  toll  for  pa«;sing  on  said  turnpike.  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  make  such  orders 

^Jijiroved,  July  13,  1813.  "      " 

V  ,  ' 

AnVci 


providing  for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 


and  rules  concerning  proceedings  therein  as  may 
be  conformable  to  the  principles  and  usages  be- 
longing to  courts  for  avoiding  unnecessar°y  costs 
or  delay  in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  ac- 
I^  lit  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  be  and  j  cord'Dg'y  causes  may  be  consolidated  as  to  the 
he  .^ijereby  authorized,  whenever  the  same  shall  *^°"^'  ^'^*^'  apP^af  reasonable.  And  if  any  attor- 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  defence  and  security  "^y*  PJ'Octor,  or  other  person  admitted  to  manage 
of  .-fey  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  :  and  conduct  causes  in  a  court  of  the  United  States 
Sta*^  to  cause  to  be  hired  or  purchased,  hulks,  j  °'"  °.^}^^  Territories  thereof,  shall  appear  to  have 
or  o^»i)?r  meais  of  impediment  to  the  entrance  of  i  "V^^'P''^'^  ^^e  proceedings  in  any  cause  before 
the  riips  or  vessels  ot  the  enemv,  to  be  sunk  with  '"^  court,  so  as  to  increase  co>ts  unreasonably  and 
the  *i)fisent  of  the  proper  authority  of  the  State  i  ^exatiously,  such  person  may  be  required  by  or- 
m  vj^ich  such  port  or  harbor   may  be,  and   the  '  '^'"^  °'   *^°"'"'  '°  satisfy  any  excess  of  costs  so  ja- 


sara*  to  be  removed,  whenever  in  his  opinion  it 
may^be  done  with  safety  to  such  ports  or  harbors. 

Sf  •,  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  de- 
fray^r^y  expense  which  may  be  incurred  under 
ihis^ict.  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sanir  dollars  he  and  the  same  is  hereby  apppro- 
priatrMJ,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  nioneys  in  the 
Trel*>iry  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

j^Jjiroved,  July  16,  1313. 


curred. 

Approved,  July  22,  1813. 


An 


concerning  suits  and   costs 
United  States. 


in  courts  of  the 


An  Act  for  the  remission  of  certain  duties  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania -Academy  of  Fine  Arts. 

Be  it  enacted.  <fc..  That  all  duties  due  and 
payable  to  the  United  States  on  a  large  box  of 
paintings  and  engravings,  owned  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  imported  from 
Halifax  to  Boston  in  the  year  eighttcn  hundred 
and  twelve,  on  board  the  carteTship  Agnes,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Approved,  July  22,  1813. 


B%  ^  enacted.  <^c.,  That,  whenever  there  shall 
be  "VTeral  actions  or   processes  against   persons 

wht^njight  legally  be  joined  in  one  action  or  pro-  '  An  -\ct  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
cess^ttjuchinj^  any  demand  or  matter  in   dispute  taxes  and  internal  duties, 

befcjea  couri  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Ter-  He  it  enacted,  <f  c,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
ritoi|jt'^  thereof,  if  judgment  be  given  for  the  party  sessing  and  collecting  direct  taxes  and  internal 
purjiijig  the  same,  such  party  shall  not  thereon  '  duties,  there  shall  be  and  are  hereby  designated 
recclef  the  costs  of  more  than  one  action  or  pro-  and  established  the  following  collection  districts, 
ces»5ojiles5  special  cause  for  several  actions  or    to  wit: 

pro^J^^i•es  shall  be  satisfactorily  shown  on  motion  The  State  of  New  Hampshire  shall  contaia 
in  c*,<;ti  court.  five  collection  districts,  as  fullow:    The  first  dis- 

S;c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when-  i  trict  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Rockingham  ; 
evertpj-oceedings  shall  be  had  on  several  libels  the  second,  of  the  county  of  Strafford ;  the°third, 
aga,l|isi  any  vossel  and  cargo  which  might  legally    of  the  county  of  Hillsborough  ;  the  fourth,  of  the 


be  j^iu-ed  in  one  libel  before  a  court  of  the  United 
Si»-|S;  or  of  th?  Territories  thereof,  there  shall 
nory.c.allowed  thereon  more  costs  than  on  one 
libej,  i^nlfcss  special  cause  for  libelling  the  vessel 

X  . 

I 
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county  of  Cheshire;  and  the  fifth  of  the  counties 
of  Grafton  and  Coos. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  shall  contain  eight- 
een collection  districts,  as  follow:    The  first  dis- 
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trict  .shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Washington  ; 
the  second,  of  the  county  of  Hancock  ;  the  third, 
of  the  county  of  Lincoln  ;  the  fourth,  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Kennebec;  the  fifth,  of  the  county  of  Som- 
erset;  the  sixth,  of  the  county  of  Oxford;  the 
seventh,  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  ;  the  eighth, 
of  the  county  of  York  ;  the  ninth,  of  the  county 
of  Essex  ;  the  tenth,  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  ; 
theeleventhjof  thecounty  of  Suffolk  ;  the  twelfth, 
of  the  county  of  Norlolk;  the  thirteenth,  of  the 
county  of  Plymouth  ;  the  fourteenth,  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Bristol;  the  fifteenth,  of  the  counties  of 
Barnslabie,  Dukes,  and  Nantucket ;  the  sixteenth, 
of  the  county  of  Worcester;  the  seventeenth,  of 
the  counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  and  Hamp- 
den ;  and  the  eighteenth  of  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire. 

The  State  of  Vermont  shall  contain  six  collec- 
tion districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Bennington  and  Rutland  ;  the 
second,  of  the  county  of  Windham  ;  the  third,  of 
the  counties  of  Windsor  and  Orange  ;  the  fourth, 
of  the  counties  of  Addison  and  Chittenden  ;  the 
fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle  ; 
and  the  sixth  of  the  counties  of  Caledonia,  Essex, 
and  Orleans. 

The  aforesaid  counties,  comprised  in  the  said 
districts  contained  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  shall 
be  taken  to  comprehend  such  territory  as  was  in- 
cluded in  the  said  counties,  respectively,  prior  to 
the  formation  of  the  county  df  Jefferson  in  said 
State. 

The  State  of  Rhode  Island  shall  contain  three 
collection  districts. as  follow:  The  first  shall  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Newport  and  Bristol;  the 
second,  of  the  county  of  Providence  ;  and  the  third 
of  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Kent. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  shall  contain  seven 
collection  districts,  as  follow  :  The  first  shall  con- 
sist of  the  county  of  Litchfield  ;  the  second,  of  the 
county  of  Fairfield  ;  the  third,  of  the  county  of 
New  Haven  ;  the  fourth,  of  the  county  of  Har- 
ford;  the  fifth,  of  the  county  of  New  London; 
the  sixth,  of  the  county  of  Middlesex;  and  the 
seventh  of  the  counties  of  Windham  and  Tolland. 

The  State  of  New  York  shall  contain  twenty- 
eight  collection  districts,  as  follow:  The  first 
shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Queens, 
and  Kings;  the  second,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York  ;  the  third,  of  the  county  of  Westches- 
ter;  the  lourth,  of  Uuche.-s  county  ;  the  fifth,  of 
the  counties  of  Orange  and  Rockland  ;  the  sixth, 
of  the  counties  of  Ulster  and  Sullivau  ;  the  sev- 
enth, of  the  county  of  Schoharie;  the  eighth,  of 
the  county  of  Columbia  ;  the  ninth,  of  the  county 
of  Rensselaer ;  the  tenth,  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington ;  the  eleventh,  of  the  county  of  Saratoga  ; 
the  twelfth,  of  the  counties  of  Essex,  Clinton,  and 
Franklin  ;  the  thirteenth,  of  the  counties  of  Al- 
bany and  Schenectady  ;  the  fourteenth,  of  the 
county  of  Montgomery  ;  the  fifteenth,  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Herkimer;  the  sixteenth,  of  the  county  of 
Oneida  ;  the  seventeenth,  of  the  counties  of  Lewis. 
Jefferson,  and  St.  Lawrence;  the  eighteenth,  of 
the  county  of  Otsego;  the  nineteenth,  of  the 
county  of  Chenango ;  the  twentieth,  of  the  couaty 


of  Madison;  the  twenty-first,  of  the  counties  of 
Tioga,  Broome,  and  Steuben;  the  twenty-second, 
of  the  counties  of  Onandago  and  Cortland;  the 
twenty-third  of  the  counties  of  Cayuga  and  Sen- 
eca ;  the  twenty-fourth,  of  the  county  of  Ontario  ; 
the  twenty-fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Genest*.?,  Ni- 
agara,Chautaque.Cataraugus, and  Alleghany;  the 
twenty-sixth,  of  the  county  of  Richmond;  the 
twenty-seventh,  of  the  county  of  Greene  ;  and  the 
twenty-eighth  of  the  county  of  Delaware. 

The  State  of  New  Jersey  shall  contain  six  col- 
lection districts,  as  follow:  The  first  shall  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Bergen  and  Essex  ;  the  second, 
of  the  counties  of  Sussex  and  Morris ;  the  third, 
of  the  counties  of  Somerset  and  Hunterdon;  the 
fourth,  of  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Mon- 
mouth; the  fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Burlington 
and  Gloucester;  and  the  sixth  of  the  counties  of 
Salem.  Cumberland,  and  Cape  May. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  contain  twen- 
ty-three collection  districts,  as  follow:  The  first 
shall  consist  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  the 
second,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia  ;  the  third, 
of  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware;  the 
fourth,  of  the  county  of  Montgomery  ;  the  fifth, 
of  the  county  of  Bucks;  the  sixth,  of  the  county 
of  Lancaster ;  the  seventh,  of  the  counties  of  York 
and  Adams;  the  eighth,  of  the  counties  of  North- 
ampton and  Wayne;  the  ninth,  of  the  county  of 
Berks  ;  the  tenth,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin  ;  the 
eleventh,  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Franklin  ;  the  twelfth,  of  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland ;  the  thirteenth,  of  the  counties  of  Mifflia 
and  Huntingdon  ;  the  fourteenth,  of  the  counties 
of  Bedford.  Somerset,  and  Cambria  ;  the  fifteenth, 
of  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Greene;  the  six- 
teenth, of  the  county  of  Washington  ;  tne  seven- 
teenth, of  the  counties  of  Alleghany  and  Arm- 
strooo; ;  the  eighteenth,  of  the  counties  of  West- 
moreland and  Indiana;  the  nineteenth,  of  the 
counties  of  Centre,  Clearfield,  Potter.  Jefferson, 
and  McKean ;  the  twentieth,  of  the  county  of 
Luzerne,  having  the  same  limits  as  it  had  before 
the  counties  of  Susquehannah  and  Bradford  were 
laid  off;  the  twenty-first,  of  the  counties  of  Ly- 
coming and  Tioga,  the  >ame  having  the  limits  as 
it  had  before  the  county  of  Bradford  was  laid 
off;  the  twenty-second,  of  the  counties  of  Mer- 
cer, Butler,  and  Beaver;  and  the  twenty-third  of 
the  counties  of  Crawford.  Venango,  Erie,  and 
Warren. 

The  State  of  Delaware  shall  contain  three  col- 
lection districts,  as  follow:  The  first  shall  con- 
sist of  the  county  of  Newcastle  ;  the  second,  of 
the  county  of  Kent ;  and  the  third,  of  the  county 
of  Sussex. 

The  State  of  Maryland  shall  contain  nine  col- 
lection districts,  as  follow:  The  first  shall  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Somerset,  Worcester,  and  Dor- 
chester ;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of  Talbot, 
(iueen  Anne,  and  Caroline;  the  third,  of  the 
counties  of  Kent,  Cecil,  and  Harford;  the  fourth, 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Baltimore  ;  the  fifth,  of 
the  counties  of  Anne  Arundel  and  Prince  George; 
the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Calvert,  Si.  Mary's, 
and   Charles;    the   seventh,  of  the   counties  of 
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M^lgotnery  and  Frederick;  the  eighth,  of  the  dolph.  and  Chatham;  the  eleventh,  of  the  coun- 
cc4uiy  of  Washington;  and  the  ninth,  of  the  ties  ot  Lincoln.  Mecklenburg,  and  Cabarras  ;  the 
cc^r.ty  of  Allegany.  |  twelfth,  of  the  counties  of  Buncomb,  Haywood, 

9'tje  Stale  of  Virginia  shall  contain  twenty-six  Burke,  and  Rutherford,  the  thirteenth,  of  the 
ctjjeciion  districts,  as  follow  :  The  first  shall  con-  j  counties  of  Surry,  Wilkes,  Iredell,  and  Ashe. 
si^(jf  the  counties  of  Lee,  Russell,  W.ishington,  |  The  State  of  Ohio  shall  contain  nine  collection 
Wgijie.  and  Grayson  ;  the  second  of  the  counties  districts,  as  follow  :  The  first  shall  consist  of  the 
ofj^iontguinery.  Tazewell.  Giles,  Monroe,  and  \  counties  of  Hamilton.  Butler.  Warren,  Clinton. 
B(^Ourt:  the  third  of  the  counties  of  Greenbn- J  and  Clermont;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of 
arJfvaDhawa,  Cabell,  and  Mason  ;  the  fourth,  of  i  Greene,  Montgomery,  Preble,  Miami,  and  Cham- 
ih bounties;  of  Harrison,  Wood,  and  Randolph  ;  ^  paigne;  the  third,  ot'  the  counties  of  Pickaway 
th^fih,  of  ihe  counties  of  Monongalia.  Ohio,  and  ^  Kranklin,  Madison.  Delaware,  Knox.  Licking.and 
Bfi^jke ;  tht;  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Bath.  Pen-  Fairfield;  the  fourth,  of  the  counties  of  Ross 
dlt<r)n.  HarJy.  and  Hampshire;  the  seventh,  of  |  Athens,  Gallia.  Scioia,  Adams,  Highland,  and 
th^counlie^  of  Rockbridge  and  Augusta;  the  Fayette;  the  fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Was'hmg- 
ei^th,  of  the  counties  of  Rockingham  and  Shen- j  ton,  Muskingum,  Tuscarawas,  and  Guernsey; 
anj^iah  ;  the  ninth,  of  the  counties  of  Frederick,  j  the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Belmont  and  Jeffer- 
Beto.ley.  and  Jefferson  ;  the  tenth,  of  the  counties  :  son  ;  the  seventh.-of  the  counties  of  Columbiana 
ofyJedford,  Patrick,  Henry,  and  Franklin;  the  j  and  Starke  ;  the  eighth,  of  the  counties  of  Trum- 
ele^^anth,  of  the  counties  of  Campbell.  Charlotte,  bull  and  Ashtabula  ;  the  ninth,  of  the  counties  of 
Pijf'sylvania.  and  Halifax  ;    the  twelfth,  of  the    Geauga,  Cayahoga,  and  Poriace, 


counties  of  Mecklinburg,  Lunenburg.  Brunswick.  ,      The  State  of  Kentucky  shall  contain   ten  col- 
an^  fii'ottaway  ;  the  thirteenth,  of  the  counties  of  |  lection  districts,  as  follow  :  The  first  district  shall 
Pi|ii.;e  Edward.  Buckingham,  Cumberland,  and    consist  of  the  counties  of  Clark,  Estill,  Montfrom- 
Aitiijia;  the  tourteenth.  of  the  counties  of  Pow-  ,  ery,  Bath,  Fleming,  Greenup,  and    Floyd;"  the 
ha^rfU.Chesterfield, Dinwiddic, and  PrinceGeorge;  '  second,  of  the   counties   of   Fayette.  Jessamine 
lh,f^fieenth,  of  the  counties  of  Greensville,  Sus-    and  Woodford;  the  third,  of  the  counties  of  Scott' 
se^  Southampton,  and  Surry;  the  sixteenth,  of    Harrison,  Pendleton,  Campbell,  Boone,  Gallatin,' 
th.j^<;ouniie$  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,   Nansemond,    and  Franklin  ;  the  fourth,  of  the  counties  of  Bour- 
N«folk,  and  Princess  Anne;  the  seventeenth,  of  \  boo.  Nicholas,  Bracken,  Mason,  and  Lewis;   the 
tb*;Oounties  of  Elizabeth  City,  Warwick,  York,    fifth,  of   the  counties  ot   Livingston.  Caldwell, 
Ja!^(f>  City,  and   New  Kent;  the  eighteenth,  of    Christian,  Breckenridge.  Ohio,  Grayson,  Muhlen- 
thi»«ountie«  of  Charles  City,  Henrico,  Gooch-  ,  burg,  Henderson,  Hopkins,  and  Union  ;  the  sixth, 
laij^.  SHid  Hanover;  the  nineteenth,  of  the  coun-    of  the  counties  of  Barron,  Warren,  Logan,  But- 
titvof  Amherst,  Nelson,  Albemarle,  and  Fluvan-    ler,  and  Cumberland;  the  seventh,  of  the  coun- 
n^;  the  twentieth,  of  the  counties  of  Orange,    ties  of  Mercer,  Garrard,  Madison,  and  Clay  ;  the 
Malison,  and  Culpepper;  the  twenty-first,  of  the    eighth,  of  the  counties  of  Bullitt,  Jefferson,  Hen- 
ccM^iies  of  Fauquier,  Prince  William,  and  Stan-    ry,  and  Shelby  ;  the  ninth,  of  the  counties  of  Lin- 
fo'^'tj  the  twenty-second,  of  the  counties  of  Lou-    coin,  Rockcastle,  Knox,  Pulaski,  Wayne,  Adair, 
do'tand  Fairfax  ;  the  twenty-third,  of  the  counties    and  Casey  ;  and  the  tenth,  of  the  counties  of  Har- 
of  i^poltsylvania,  Louisa. and  Caroline;  the  tweo-    din.  Nelson,  Washington,  and  Green. 
ty-V»irth,  of  the  counties  of  King  George,  West-        The   State  of  South  Carolina  shall  consist  of 
mc/iOand,  Richmond,  Northumberland,  and  Lan-    nine  collection  districts,  as  follow  :  The  first  shall 
c»  %<**;  the  twenty-fifth,  of  the  counties  ot  King    consist  of  the  district  of  Ciiarleston  ;  the  second. 
Wri^am,  King  and  Queen,   Essex.   Middlesex,  ;  of  the  districts  of  Colleton  and   Beaufort;   the 
Gjrt^ester,  and  Matthews;  and  the  twenty-sixth,    third,  of  the  districts  of  Barnwell.  Orangeburg, 
o^lh^  counues  of  Accomack  and  Northampton,    j  Lexington,  and   Richmond;   the  fourth,  of  the 
rT.ue    State  of   North   Carolina  shall  contain    districts  of  Edgefield  and  Abbeville ;  the  fifth,  of 
tli5j4)en  collection  districts,  as  follow:  The  first    the   districts  ot    Pendleton  and   Greenville*    the 
shif/l^  consist  of  the  counties  of  Currituck,  Cam-    sixth,  of  the  districts  of  Laurens,  Newberry,  and 
deo*Pasqucitank,  Perquimans,  Gates,  Chowan,    Fairfield;  the  seventh,  of  the  districts  of  Spar- 
aoi  Hertford;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of  Ber-  ;  lanburg.  Union,  York,  and  Chester;  the  eighth, 
lif^i^artin.  Northampton,  and  Halifax  ;  the  third,  i  of  the  districts  of  Lancaster,  Sumpter.  Kershaw' 
of  jXie  counties  of  Washington,  Tyrrel,  Hyde,    and  Chesterfield  ;  and  the  ninth,  of  the  districts' 
Pi^: Edgecombe,  and   Beaufort ;  the  fourth,  of    of  Georgetown,    Horry.   Marion,    Marlborougu, 
tbt- jH>uniies  of  Green,  Craven,  Carteret,  Jones,  ,  Darlington,  and  WiUian:  ' 


Lebj^r,  Johnston,  and  Wayne;  the  fifth,  of  the 
CQunjies  of  Warren,  Franklin,  Nash,  and  Gran- 
Tii^  the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Onslow,  New 
Hi^ver.  Duplin.  Sampson,  Brunswick,  Bladen, 
aiiit'^olurabus ;  the  seventh,  of  the  counties  of 


rasburgh. 
The  Stale  of  Tennes  ee  shall  contain  six  col- 
lection districts,  as  follow:  The  first  shall  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Washington.  Sullivan.  Green, 
Hawkins,  and  Carter ;  the  second,  of  the  countiei 
of  Claiborne.  Granger,  Jefferson,  Knox,  Cocke, 


C(i.r<jt)erland, Robertson. Montgomery, Richmond,    Sevier,  and  Blount;  the  third,  of  the  counties  of 
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Williamson.  Rutherford.  Bedford,  and  Lincoln ; 
and  the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Maury.  Giles. 
Hickman.  Humphreys.  Stewart,  Dixon.  Mont- 
gomery, and  RoberLson, 

The  State  of  Georgia  shall  contain  six  collec- 
tion districts,  as  follow:  The  first  shall  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Chatham.  Bryan.  Liberty,  Mcin- 
tosh. Glynn,  Camden.  Wayne,  Effingham,  Bul- 
lock, and  Tatnall ;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of 
Scriven,  Burke.  Richmond,  Jefferson.  Washing- 
ton, and  Montjfomery  ;  the  third,  of  the  counties 
of  Columbia,  Warren,  Hancock,  and  Greene  ;  the 
fourth,  of  the  counties  of  Lincoln.  Wilkes,  Elbert, 
and  Franklin  ;  the  fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Ogle- 
thorpe, Jackson,  Clark,  and  Morgan  ;  and  the 
sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Laurens,  Pulaski.  Wilk- 
inson. Telfair.  Twiggs,  Baldwin,  Jones,  Putnam, 
and  Jasper,  formerly  called  Randolph. 

And  the  State  of  Louisiana  shall  contain  four 
collection  districts,  as  follow  :  The  first  shall  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Concordia,  Ouachitta,  Na- 
chitoches.  and  Rapides  ;  the  second,  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Lefourche.  Opelousas,  and  Atiakapas ;  the 
third,  of  the  counties  of  Orleans,  German  Coast. 
Acadia.  Iberville,  and  Point  Coupee;  and  the 
fourth,  of  the  parishes  of  Feliciana.  East  Baton 
Rouge,  Saint  Helena,  and  Saint  Tammany. 

The  several  counties  and  districts  heretofore 
enumerated  shall  be  held,  in  reference  to  this  act. 
to  be  such,  and  with  the  .same  boundaries  as  they 
had  at  the  time  of  taking  the  third  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  people  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
where  any  new  county  or  district  shall  have  been, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  formed  within  any  State,  out 
of  any  one  or  more  of  the  counties  or  districts 
composing  any  one  of  the  --aid  collection  districts, 
such  new  county  or  diitrict  shall  be  considered 
as  part  of  such  collection  district  ;  and  if  such 
new  county  shall  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be 
formed  out  of  the  countie?i  lying  in  different  col- 
lection districts,  then  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  determine  to  which  of  such  collection 
districts  it  shall  belong. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  one 
collector  and  one  principal  assessor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed for  each  of  the  said  collection  districts, 
who  shall  be  a  respectable  freeholder  and  reside 
within  the  same;  and  if  the  appointment  of  the 
said  collectors,  or  any  of  them,  shall  not  be  made 
during  the  present  session  ot  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
empowered  to  make  such  appointments  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commis- 
sions, which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 
session. 

Sec  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
of  the  principal  asses.^ors  shall  divide  his  district 
into  a  convenient  number  of  assessment  districts, 
within  each  of  which  he  shall  appoint  one  re- 
spectable freeholder  to  be  assistant  assessor:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is.  authorized  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  assessment  districts  in  any  collection  dis- 
trict in  any  State,  if  the  number  shall  appear  to 
him  to  be  too  great;  .ind  each  assessor  so  ap- 
pointed, and  accepting  the  appointment,  shall,  be- 


fore he  enters  on   the  duties  of  his  appointment, 
take  and  subscribe,  before  some  competent  magis- 
trate, or  some  collector  to   be  appointed  by   this 
act,  (who  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer  the 
'  same,)  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit  : 
'■  I,  A  B,  do  swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be) 
!  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  skill, 
and  judgment,  diligently  and  faithfully  execute 
the  office  and  duties  of  assessor  for  (natning  the 
I  a>sessment  district)  without  favor  or   partiality, 
and   that  I  will  do  equal   right  and  justice,  in 
every  case  i;i  which  I  shall  act  as  as-sessor."    And 
'  a  certificate  of  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  collector  of  the  district  for  which 
,  such  assessor  shall  be  appointed;  and  every  as- 
sessor acting  in   the  said   office,  without  having 
taken   the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  forfeit 
j  and  pay  one  hundred   dollars,  one  moiety  to  the 
I  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  to  him 
who  shall  first  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered 
with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court   having  compe- 
tent jurisdiction. 
!      Sec.  4.    And  he  it  further  enacted.   That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  establish  regula- 
tions suitable  and  necessary  for  carrying  this  act 
into  effect;  which  regulations  shall  be  binding  on 
each  assessor  in   the   performance  of  the  duties 
enjoined  by  or  under  this  act ;  and  also  frame  in- 
structions for  the  said  assessors,  pursuant  to  which 
instructions,  and  whenever  a  direct  tax  shall  be 
laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the 
said  principal  assessors  shall,  respectively,  on  such 
:  day  as  may  be  fixed  by  law  laying  such  a  tax,  di- 
I  rect  and  cause  the  several  assistant  assessors  in 
'  the  district,  to  inquire  after  and  concerning  all 
lands,  lots  of  ground   with   their   improvements, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  made  liable  to  taxa- 
I  tion,  under  any  direct  tax  so  laid  by  the  authority 
'  of  the  United  States,  by  reference  as  well  to  any 
j  lists  of  assessment  or  collection  taken  under  the 
laws  of  the   respective   States,   as   to  any   other 
i  records  or  documents,  and   by  all  other   lawful 
I  ways  and  means,  and  to   value  and   enumerate 
the  said   objects  of  taxation  in   the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  this  act,  and  in  conformity   with  the 
regulations  and  instructions  above  mentioned. 
Sec.  5.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
:  ever  a  direct  tax  shall  be  laid  by  authority  of  the 
'  United  States,  the  same  shall  be  assessed  and  laid 
;  on   the  value  of  all   lands,  lots  of  ground  with 
their  improvements,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves, 
which  several  articles  subject   to  taxation,  shall 

■  be  enumerated  and  valued  by  the  respective  as- 
sessors, at  the  rate  each  of  them  is  worth  in  mo- 
ney :    Provided,  however,    That  all  property  of 

■  whatever  kind,  coming  within  any  of  the  fore- 
going descriptions,  and  belonging  to  the  United 

'  States  or  any  State,  or  permanently  or  specially 
i  exempted  from  taxation  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
I  wherein  the  same  may  be  situated,  shall  be  ei- 
I  empted  from  the  aforesaid  enumeration  and  valu- 
:  ation,  and  from  the  direct  tax  aforesaid. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
respective  assistant  assessors  shall,  immediately 
after  being  required,  as  aforesaid  by  the  principal 
assessor,  proceed  through  every  part  of  their  re- 
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SK^ctive  districts,  and  shall  require  all  persons 
Ojvning,  possessing,  or  having;  the  care  or  man- 
tS-oment  of  any  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwf lling- 
li!»)(Jses,  or  slaves,  lying  and  being  within  the  col- 


the  lands,  lots  of  ground  with  their  improve- 
ments, dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  owned,  pos- 
sessed, or  under  the  care  or  management  of  such 
Person,  as  are  required  by  this  act  ;  which  lists 
It^cfion  district  where  they  reside,  and  liable  to  j  so  made  and  subscribed  by  such  assessor,  shall  be 
Ue*  direct  tax,  as  aforesaid,   to  deliver  written  ,  taken  and   reputed  as  good  and   sufficient  lists  of 

the  persons  and  property  for  which  such  person 
IS  to  be  taxed  for  the  purposes  of  this  act;  and 
the  person  so  failing  or  neglecting,  unless  in  case 


\y,iA  of  the  ^anie,  which  lists  shall  be  made  in 

iuc][i  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  the  principal 

4$si|Ssor,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  conformably  to 

tht'te  which  may  be  required  for  the  same  pur-  '  of  sickness  or  abseT)ce  from   home,  shall,  more 
.L  ,  .-.,  ^  'over,  forfeit  and   pay   the  sum  of  one  hundred 

dollars,  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having 
competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th^t  when- 
ever there  shall  be  in  any  assessment  district,  any 
property,  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling-houses, 
or  slaves,  not  owned  or  possessed  by.  or  under  the 
care  or  management  of,  any  person  or  persons 
within  such  district,  and  liable  to  be  taxed  as 
aforesaid,  and  no  list  of  which  shall  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  principal  assessor  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  this  act.  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  as- 
sessor for  such  a  district,  and  he  is  hereby  aulhor- 


posi,  under  the  authority  of  the  respective  Slates. 

,^c.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
p«rion.  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  prepared  to  ex- 
hjb^  a  written  list  when  required,  and  shall  con- 
stat to  disclose  the  particulars  of  any  and  all  the 
laSiiis,  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improvements, 
dsk'Qiling-houses.  and  slaves,  taxable  as  aforesaid, 
tiA>i},  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
tt^ 'officer  to  make  such  list,  which  being  dis- 
tt|cxly  read  and  consented  to,  shall  be  received  as 
tt^i>|ist  of  such  person. 

ISic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
su-L'l  person  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to  any  as- 
s*jspr  appointed   in   pursuance  of  this  act,  and 

ifii^iring  a  list  or  lists,  as  aforesaid,  any  false  or  i  ized  and  required,  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  real 
fr^ylulent  list,  with  intent  to  defeat  or  evade  the  ;  estate,   if  it    be   necessary,  and    take   such  view 


ytliiation  or  enumeration  hereby  intended  to  be 
tiwffe,  such  person  60  offending,  and  being  there- 
(jS  uonvicted,  before  any  court  having  competent 
jjurifediciion.  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
hite.  hundred  dollars,  nor  less  than  one  hundred 
d''|!i^rs.  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  shall 
piy  all  costs  and  charges  of  prosecution  ;  and  the 
Vicluation  and  enumeration  required  by  this. act. 
sjhiiH,  in  all  such  cases,  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  up- 
qt^-  Usts,  according  to  the  form  above  described,  to 


thereof,  and  of  the  slaves  of  such  absent  persons, 
of  which  lists  are  required,  and  to  make  lists  of 
the  same  according  to  the  form  prescribed  bylhis 
act,  which  lists,  being  subscribed  by  the  said  as- 
sessor, shall  be  taken  and  reputed  as  good  and  suf- 
ficient lists  of  such  property  under  and  for  the 
purposes  of  this  act. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
owners,  possessors,  or  persons  having  the  care  and 

.     ,      .  „  management  of  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling- 

Ha^niade  out  by  the  assessors  respectively,  which  houses  and  slaves,  not  lying  or  being  within  the 
Ijj'i  the  said  assessors  are  hereby  authorized  and  :  assessment  district  in  which  they  reside,  shall  be 
ijej-^ilired  to  make,  according  to  the  best  informa-  i  permitted  to  make  out  and  deliver  the  list  thereof, 
tii^  they  can  obtain,  and  for  the  purpose  of  ma-  |  required  by  this  act,  (provided  the  assessment  dis- 
king which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  enter  i  irict  in  which  the  said  objects  of  taxation  lie  or 
iln'oiand  upon,  ail  and  singular,  the  premises,  re-  I  be,  is  therein  distinctly  stated,)  at  the  time  and  in 
s^Wr.tively  ;  and  from  the  valuation  and  enumer-  \  the  manner  prescribed,  to  the  assessor  of  the  as- 
aitjofl  so  made  there  shall  be  no  appeal.  ^  sessment  district  wherein    sucn    persons    reside. 

["i^c  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  I  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assistant  assessors, 
a'ty-person  shall  be  absent  from  his  place  of  resi-  ,  in  all  such  cases,  to  transmit  such  lists  at  the  time, 
(^rthfe,  at  the  time  an  assessor  shall  call  to  receive  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the  transmission 
tliV  jlist  of  such  person,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  of  the  lists  of  the  objects  of  taxation,  lying  and  be- 
si^B  assessor  to  leave,  at  the  house  or  place  of  i  ing  within  their  respective  assessment  districts,  to 
ri^.i|ence  oi  such  person,  a  written  note  or  mem-    the  principal  assessor  of  their  collection  district 

whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  transmit  them  to  the 
principal  assessor  of  the  collection  district  wherein 
the  said  objects  of  taxation  shall  lie  or  be,  im- 
mediately after  the  receipt  thereof,  and  the  said 
lists  shall  be  valid  and  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
of  this  act ;  and,  on  the  delivery  of  every  such  list, 
the  person  making  and  delivering  the  same  shall 
pay  to  the  assistant  assessor  one  dollar,  one  half 
whereof  he  shall  retain  to  his  own  use,  and  the 
other  half  thereof  he  shall  pay  over  to  the  princi- 


ence  oi  such  person,  a  written  note  or  mem- 
ori^ftdum,  requiring  hini  to  present  to  .'^uch  as- 
5tfr.tr  the  list  or  lists  required  by  this  act,  within 
tcj'  days  from  the  date  of  such  note  or  memo- 
randum. 

jl3rc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
psfsjin  on  being  notified  or  required,  as  aforesaid, 
slj^lj  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  list  or  lists  as 
af^T^said.  within  the  time  required  by  this  act,  it 
Sdjilj  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  for  the  asses.s- 
mjijaa  district,  within  which  such  person  shall  re 


and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  j  pal  assessor  of  his  district  for  the  use  of  such  prin 


t«4'itfr  into  and  upon  the  lands,  dwelling-houses 
an^- premises,  if  it  be  necessary,  of  such  person 
*<irefusing  or  neglecting,  and  to  make,  according 
k|^be  best  informa'.ion  which  he  can  obtain,  and 
<"•  Kis  own  view  and  information,  such  lists  of 


1 «   • 
■    I 


cipal  assessor. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
lists  aforesaid  shall  be  taken  with  reference  to  the 
day  fixed  for  that  purpose  by  the  act  or  acts  of 
Congress  laying  the  tax  or  taxes;  and  the  assis- 
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tant  assessors,  respectively,  after  collecting  the 
said  lists,  shall  proceed  to  arrange  the  same,  and 
to  make  two  general  lists,  the  first  of  which  shall 
exhibit,  in  alphabetical  order,  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons liable  to  pay  a  tax  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  residing  within  the  assessment  dis- 
trict, together  with  the  value  and  assessment  of 
the  objects  liable  to  taxation  within  such  district, 
for  which  each  such  person  is  liable  to  pay  a  di- 
rect tax.  and,  whenever  so  required  by  the  princi- 
pal assessor,  lue  amount  of  direct  tax,  payable  by 
each  person  on  such  objects  under  the  State  laws, 
imposing  direct  taxes;  and  the  second  list  shall 
exhibit,  m  alphabetical  order,  tiie  names  of  all 
persons  residing  out  of  the  collection  district, 
owners  of  property  within  the  district,  together 
with  the  value  and  assessment  thereof,  or  Anount 
of  direct  tax  due  thereon  as  aforesaid.  The  forms 
of  the  said  general  lists  shall  be  devised  and  pre- 
scribed by  the  principal  assessor,  and  lists  taken 
according  to  such  form  shall  be  made  out  by  the 
assistant  assessors,  and  delivered  to  the  principal 
assessor  within  sixty  days  after  the  day  fixed  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  requiiing  lists  from  individuals. 
And  if  any  assistant  assessor  shall  fail  to  perform 
any  duty  assigned  by  this  act,  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  his  precept,  warrant,  or  other  legal  in- 
structions, not  being  prevented  therefrom  by  sick- 
ness or  other  unavoidable  accident,  every  such  as- 
sessor shall  be  discharged  from  office,  and  shall 
moreover  forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  in 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  with 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  im- 
mediately after  the  valuations  and  enumerations 
shall  have  been  completed  as  aforesaid,  the  prin- 
cipal assessor  in  each  collection  district  shall,  by 
advertisement  in  some  public  newspaper,  if  any 
such  there  be  in  such  district,  and  by  written  no- 
tifications to  be  publicly  posted  up  in  at  least  four 
of  the  most  public  places  in  each  assessment  dis- 
trict, advertise  all  persons  concerned  of  the  place 
where  said  lists,  valuations,and  enumerations, may 
be  seen  and  examined;  and  that  during  twenty- 
five  days  after  the  publication  of  the  notification 
as  aforesaid,  appeals  will  be  received  and  deter- 
mined by  hitn  relative  to  any  erroneous  or  exces- 
sive valuations  or  enumerations  by  the  assessor. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor 
in  each  collection  district,  during  twenty-five  days 
after  the  date  of  public  notification  to  be  made  as 
aforesaid,  to  submit  the  proceedings  of  the  assess- 
ors, and  the  lists  by  lliera  received  or  taken  as 
aforesaid,  to  ihe  inspection  of  any  and  all  persons 
who  shall  apply  for  that  purpose;  an  I  the  said 
principal  assessors  are  hereby  authorized  to  re- 
ceive, hear,  and  determine,  in  a  summary  way, 
according  to  law  and  right,  upon  any  and  all  ap- 
peals which  may  be  exhibited  against  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  assessors:  Provided  cUways, 
That  the  question  to  be  determined  by  the  princi- 
pal assessor,  on  an  appeal  respecting  the  valua- 
tion of  property,  shall  be,  whether  ttie  valuation 
complained  of  be  or  be  not  in  a  just  relation  or 
proportion  to  other  valuations  in  the  same  assess- 


ment district.     And  all   appeals  to  the  princip&l 
I  assessors,  as  aforesaid,  shall   be  made   in  writing, 
and  shall  specify  the  particular  cause,  matter,  or 
j  thing,  respecting  which  a  decision  is   requested; 
and  shall  moreover  slate  the  ground  or  principle 
'  of  inequality  or   error   complained   of;  and    the 
.  principal  assessor  shall  have  power  to  re-examine 
and  equalize  the  valuations  as  shall  appear  just 
;  and  equitable  ;  but  no  valuation  shall  be  increased 
I  without  a  previous  notice  of  at  least  five  days  to 
I  the  p.irty  interested   to  appear  and   object  to  the 
.same,  if  he  judge  proper;  which  notice  shall    be 
;  given  by  a  note  in  writing,  to  be  left  at  the  dwel- 
1  ling   house  of  the  party  by  such  assessor  as   the 
principal  assessor  shall  designate  for  that  purpose. 
Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  quotas  or  portions  of  direct  tax  payable 
by  the  States,  respectively,  shall  be  laid  and  ap- 
portioned  by  law  on   the  counties  or  State  dis- 
I  tricis,  and  such  county  or  counties,  State  district 
I  or  districts,  shall  contain    more  than  one  assess- 
j  ment  district,  then  and  in  that  case,  the  principal 
assessors  shall   have   power,  on   examination  of 
i  the  lists  rendered  by  the  assessors  according  to 
j  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  revise,  adjust,  and 
^  equalize  the  valuations  of  lands,  lots  of  ground 
with  their   improvements,  dwelling-houses  and 
I  slaves,  between  such  assessment  districts,  by  de- 
ducting  from    or  adding  either  such  a  rate   per 
I  centum  as  shall  appear  just  and  equitable. 
;      Sec.  16.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  im- 
I  mediately  after  hearing  appeals,  and  adjusting 
j  and  equalizing  the  valuations  according  to   the 
1  provisions  of  the  preceding  section,  the  principal 
■  assessors  respectively  shall   make  out  lists  con- 
taining the  sums  payable  according  to  the  assess- 
;  inents  aforesaid,  and  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  upon  every  object  of  taxation  witbia 
their  respective  districts,  ^o  as  tu  raise  upon  the 
county   or  counties.   State,  district   or  districts, 
I  contained   within   the  collection   districts  estab- 
j  lished  by  liiis  act,  for  which  they  are  respectively 
•  appointed,  the  quota  of  the  direct  tax  laid  by  the 
'  United   States,  which  shall   have   been  imposed 
I  on  such  county  or  counties,  State,  district  or  dis- 
!  tricts,  by  the  law  laying  such  direct  tax;  which 
I  lists  shall  contain  the  name  of  each  person  resid- 
]  ing  within   the  collection  district  liable  to  pay 
i  the  direct  tax,  or  of  the  persons  residing  within 
j  the  said  district,  and  having  the  care  or  superin- 
tendence of  property  lying  within  the  said  district, 
I  which  is  liable  to  the  payment  of  said  tax,  where 
I  such  person  or  persons  are  known,  together  with 
I  the  sum  payable  by  each  such  person  or  persons 
I  aforesaid,  on  account  of  the  said  direct  tax   as 
j  aforesaid.   And  where  there  is  any  properly  within 
.  any  collection  district,  liable  to  the  payment  of 
I  the  direct  tax,  not  owned  or  occupied   by  or  un- 
der ihe  superintendence  of  any  person   resident 
therein,  there  shall  be  a  separate  list  of  such  pro- 
perty, specifying  the  suras  payable. and  the  names 
of  the  respective  proprietors,  where  known. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each, 
of  the  collectors  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  within  sixty  days  from  the  day  on  which 
the  principal  assessors  shall  have  received  the 
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ff-as  from  the  assistant  assessor*,  be  furnished  by 
♦3»e  principal  assessors  with  one  or  more  of  the 
XSihs  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  preceding 
;^tions  bv  the  principal  assessor,  signed  and  cer- 
'^l^ed  by  such  assessor.      And  each  collector,  on 
j|t?»:ei7ing  a  list  as  aforesaid,  shall  subscribe  three 
^ejreipts,  one  of  which  shall   be  given   on  a  full 
;JnJ  correct  copy  of  such  list,  which  list  and  re- 
irelpt  shall   remain    with   the   principal   assessor 
in}!  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  who 
p-iY  spp'y  to   inspect  the  same  ;  and   the  other 
>«|b  receipts  shall  be  given  on   aggregate  state- 
«i4n's  of  the  lists  aforesaid,  exhibiting  the  gross 
.^/rjount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each  county 
^  State  district  contained  in  the  collection  dis- 
>ii;t ;   one  of  which  aggregate   statements   and 
jjpdeipts  .shall   be    transmitted  to  the  Secretary, 
^•(\\  the  other  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 
;J$EC.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
ji  ;>flector.  before  receiving  any  list  as  aforesaid  for 
vfrpection.  shall  give   bond,  with  one   or    more 
>>id  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
.comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  at  least  double 
•'M  amount  of  the  taxes  assessed  in  the  collection 
V^rict  for  which  he  may  be  appointed  ;  which 
■v'td  shall  be  payable  to  the  United  States,  with 
tJ^idition  for  the   true  and   faithful  discharge  of 
s\\  duties  of  his  office  according  to  law,  and  par-  ' 
Jcjilarly  fur  the  due  collection  and  payment  of; 
*l.money;  assessed  upon  such  district;  and  said  ' 
fohd  shall  be  transmitted  to  and  deposited  in  the 
lfi{ce  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 
i  ."^Ec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  j 
i^ijes  so  assessed  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  ' 
lililauds  and   other  real  estate,  and  all  slaves  of, 
tt(|  individuals  who  may  be  a.ssessed  for  the  same,  I 
tJiKing  two  years  after  the  time  it  shall  become  \ 
i^il  and  payable  ;  and  the  said  lien  shall  extend  to  ' 
♦^A  and  every  part  of  all  tracts  or  lots  of  land  or  ' 
'jt^lling-bouses,  notwithstanding  ihe  same  may  '• 
12i>e  been  divided  or  alienated  in  part.  I 

IHec.  20,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  t 
.f  Ijector  shall   be  authorized    to  appoint,  by  an  I 
lisjrument  of  writing   under  his  hand  and  seal, 
•Ji  jnany  deputies  as  he  may  think  proper,  assign-  j 
<«^to  each  such  deputy,  by  that   instrument  of, 
xj'r^ing,  surh  portion  of  his  collection  district  as 
ijf- imay  think  proper;    and   also  to   revoke   the! 
J  i\jrers  of  any  deputy,  giving  public  notice  thereof 
i^  Biat  portion  of  the  district  assigned   to   such 
d^^Ajty.     And  each   such  deputy  shall   have   the 
l^.^  authority  in  every  respect  to  collect  the  tax  ; 
s^s-sessed.  within  the  portion  of  the  district  as-  i 
."i^jed  to  him,  which  is  by  this  act  vested  in  the 
C'^»rf?ctor    himself;    but   each   collector  shall    in  ; 
thfY  respect,  be   responsible  both  to  the  United  > 
$^es  and  individuals,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  all 
fij^Jjeys  collected,  and  for   every  act  done  as  de-  ' 
l.t«V  collector  by  any  of  his  deputies,  whilst  act-  I 
i*.t*as  such  :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- ' 
Uitjed  shall  prevent  any  collector  from  collecting 
IWself  ihf   whole  or  any  part  of  the  tax  so  as- 
sV'led  and  payable  in  his  district. 
*^Ec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
vf  i^e  said  collectors,  or  his  deputies,  shall,  with- 
in ten  days  after  receiving  his  collection  list,  ad- 


vertise  in  one  newspaper  printed  in  his  collection 
!  district,  if  any  there   be,  and   by  noti6cations  to 
be  posted  up  in  at  least  four  public  places  in  his 
collection   district,  that  the  said   fax   has  become 
.  due  and  payable,  and  state  the  times  and  places 
at  which  he  or  they  will  attend   to  receive  the 
,  same,  which   shall  be  within   twenty  days   after 
:  such  notification ;  and  with  respect  to  persons  who 
shall  not  attend,  according  tu  such  notifications 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  collector,  in  person^ 
or  by  deputy,  to  apply  once  at    their   respecttve 
dwellings  within  such  district,  and  there  demand 
the  taxes  payable  by  such  persons,  which  applica- 
tion  shall   be   made  within  sixty  days  after  the 
receipt  of  collection   lists   by  the  collectors ;  and 
if  the  ^id  taxes  shall  not  be  then  paid,  or  within 
twenty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such 
collector  and   his   deputies   to  proceed  to   collect 
the  said  taxes  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods, 
chattels,  or  effects  of  the   persons   delinquent  as 
aforesaid,  with  a  commission  of  eight  per  centum 
upon  the  said  taxes  to  and  for  the  use  of  such  col- 
lector :    Provided,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
make  distress  of  the   tools  or  implements  of  a 
trade  or   profession,  beasts  of  the  plough   neces- 
sary for   ihe  cultivation  of  improved  lands, arms, 
or  household  furniture,  or  apparel  necessary  for  a 
family. 

Sec.  22.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  Th^i  when- 
ever goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  sufficient  to  satisfy 
any  tax  upon  dwelling-houses  or  lands  and  their 
improvements,  owned,  occupied,  or  superintended 
by  persons  known  and  residing  within  tlie  same 
collection  district,  cannot  be  found,  the  collector 
having  first  advertised   the  same  for   thirty  days 
in   a   newspaper    printed    within    the    collection 
district,  if  such  there  be,  and    having  posted  up, 
in  at  least  ten  public  places  within   the  same,  a 
notification  of  the  intended  sale,  thirty  days  pre- 
viously thereto,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  public  sale, 
so  much  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together  with  an 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum  to  the  said  taxes. 
And  if  the  property,  so  advertised  for  sale,  cannot 
be  sold  for  the  amount  of  the   tax  due  thereon, 
with  the  said  additional  per  centum  thereto,  the 
collector  shall  purchase  the  same  in  behalf  of  the 
United   States,  for  the  amount  aforesaid:    Pro- 
vided,   That  the  owneY  or  superintendent  of  the 
property  aforesaid,  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
as  aforesaid  advertised  for  sale,  and  before  it  shall 
have  been  actually  sold,  shall  be  allowed  to  pay 
the  amount  of  the  tax  thereon,  with  an  addition 
of  ten  per  centum  on  the  same,  on  the  payment 
of  which  the  sale  of  the  said  property  shall    not 
take  place:    Provided,  also,    That  the  owners, 
their  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  or  any 
person    in   their   behalf,  shall  have  liberty  to  re- 
deem the  lands  and  other  property  sold  as  afore- 
said, within  two  years  from  the  time  of  sale,  upon 
payment  to  the  collector,  for  the  use  of  the  pur- 
chaser, his   heirs  or  assigns,  of  the  amount  paid 
by  such   purchaser,  with  interest  for  the  same  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum  per  annum  ;  and 
no  deed  shall  be  given  in  pursuance  of  such  sale, 
until  the  time  of  redemption  shall  have  expired  ; 
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and  the  collector  shall  render  a  distinct  account 
of  charges  incurred  in  offering  and  advertising 
for  sale  such  property,  and  shall  pay  into  the 
Treasury  the  surplus,  if  any  there  be,  of  the  afore- 
said addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  or  ten  per 
centum,  as  the  case  may  be.  after  defraying  the 
said  charges. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  with 
respect  to  property  lying  within  any  collection 
district,  not  owned,  occupied,  or  superintended 
by  some  person  residing  therein,  and  on  which 
the  tax  shall  not  have  been  paid  to  the  collector 
within  ninety  days  after  the  day  on  which  be 
shall  have  received  the  collection  lists  from  the 

firincipal  asses:>or,  the  collector  shall  tra-nsmit 
ists  of  the  same  to  one  of  the  collectors  within 
the  same  State,  to  be  designated  for  that  purpose 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  the  col- 
lector who  shall  have  been  thus  designated  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  transmit  re- 
ceipts for  all  the  lists  received  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
collectors  transmiting  the  same,  and  the  collectors 
thus  designated  in  each  Slate  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  shall  cause  notifications  of  the 
taxes  due  as  aforesaid,  and  contained  in  the  listi 
thus  transmitted  to  them,  to  be  published  for  sixty 
day*  in  at  least  one  of  the  newspapers  published 
in  the  State  ;  and  the  owners  of  the  property  on 
which  such  taxes  may  be  due  shall  be  ptriuitied 
to  pay  to  such  collector  the  said  lax  with  an  ad- 
dition of  ten  per  centum  thereon :  Provided, 
Such  payment  is  made  within  one  year  after 
the  day  on  which  the  collector  of  the  district, 
where  such  property  lies,  had  notified  that  the 
tax  had  become  due  on  the  same. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  tax,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  remained  unpaid 
for  the  term  of  one  year  as  aforesaid,  the  collector 
in  the  State  where  the  property  lies,  and  who 
shall  have  been  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  as  aforesaid,  having  first  advertised 
the  same  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
in  the  Slate,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  public  sale, 
so  much  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together  with  an 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum  thereon.  If  the 
property  advertised  for  sale  cannot  be  sold  for  the 
amount  of  the  tax  due  thereon,  with  the  said  ad- 
diliuD  thereon,  the  collector  shall  purchase  the 
same,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
amount  aforesaid.  And  the  collector  shall  render 
a  distinct  account  of  the  charges  incurred  in  offer- 
ing and  advertisins  for  sale  such  properly,  and 
pay  into  the  Treasury  the  surplus,  if  any.  of  the 
aforesaid  addition  of  ten  or  twenty  per  cent.,  as 
the  case  may  be.  after  defraying  the  said  charges. 
Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliai  the 
collectors  designated  as  aforesaid,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  shall  deposite  with  the  clerks 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the 
respective  States,  and  within  which  district  the 
property  lies,  correct  lists  of  the  tracts  of  lands  or 
other  real  property  sold  by  virtue  of  liiis  act,  for 
non-payment  of  taxes,  together  with  the  names 
of  the  owners  or  presumed  owners,  of  the  purcha- 
-iers  of  the  same  at  the  public  sales  aforesaid,  and 


of  the  amount  paid  by  such  purchasers  for  the 
same.  The  owners,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  ad- 
ministrators, or  any  person  in  their  behalf,  shall 
have  liberty  to  redeem  the  lands  or  other  property 
sold  as  aforesaid,  within  two  years  from  the  time 
of  sale,  upon  payment  to  the  clerk  aforesaid,  for 
the  use  of  the  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  of 
the  amount  paid  by  such  purchaser  for  the  said 
land  or  other  real  properly,  with  interest  for  the 
same,  at  the  rateof  twenty  per  centum  per  annum, 
and  of  a  commission  of  five  per  centum  on  such 
payment,  for  the  use  of  the  clerk  aforesaid.  The 
clerks  shall,  on  application,  pay  to  the  purchasers 
the  moneys  thus  paid  for  their  use,  and  they  shall 
give  deeds  for  the  lands  or  property  aforesaid,  to 
the  purcha.sers  entitled  to  the  .same,  in  all  cases 
where  the  same  shall  not  have  been  redeemed 
within  two  years  as  aforesaid,  by  the  original 
owners  thereof  or  their  legal  representatives  ;  and 
the  said  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
purchaser  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  every  such 
deed,  to  be  paid  on  the  delivery  thereof  to  such 
purchasers;  and  in  all  cases  where  lands  may  be 
sold  under  this  act  for  the  payment  of  taxes  be- 
longing to  infants,  persons  of  insane  mind,  married 
women,  or  persons  beyond  sea,  such  persons  shall 
have  the  term  of  two  years  after  their  respective 
disabiliities  shall  have  been  removed,  or  their  re- 
turn into  the  United  States,  to  redeem  lands  thus 
sold,  on  their  paying  into  the  clerk's  office,  afore- 
said, the  amount  paid  by  the  purchaser,  together 
with  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  thereon  :  and  on 
their  paying  to  the  purchaser  of  the  land  aforesaid 
a  compensation  for  all  improvements  he  may 
have  made  on  the  premises  subsequent  to  his  pur- 
chase, the  value  of  which  improvements  to  be 
ascertained  by  three  or  more  neighboring  free- 
holders to  be  appointed  by  the  clerk  aforesaid, 
who  on  actual  view  of  the  premises  shall  assess 
the  value  of  such  improvements  on  their  oaths, 
and  make  a  return  of  such  valuation  to  the  clerk 
aforesaid  immediately. 

Sec.  2t>.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  collectors  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  every 
month  after  they  shall  respectively  commence 
their  collections,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  a  statement  of  the  collections  made  by 
them  respectively,  within  the  month,  and  pay 
over  quarterly  or  sooner,  if  so  required  by  the 
said  Secretary,  the  moneys  by  them  respectively 
collected  within  the  said  term.  And  each  of  the 
said  collectors  shall  complete  the  collection  of 
all  sums  a.ssigned  to  him  for  collection  as  afore- 
said, shall  pay  over  the  same  into  the  Treasury, 
and  shall  render  his  final  account  to  the  Treasury 
Department  within  six  months  from  and  after 
the  day  when  he  shall  have  received  the  collec- 
tion lists  from  the  principal  assessor  :  Prodded 
however,  That  the  period  of  one  year  and  three 
months  from  the  said  day  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
collector  designatfd  in  each  State  as  aforesaid, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  respect  to 
the  taxes  contained  in  the  list  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  other  collectors  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
collector  shall  be  charged  with  the  whole  amouat 
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vi  taxes  by  hira  receipted,  whether  contained  in 

94le  lists  delivered  to  him  by  the  principal  assessor 

-'^  transmitted  to  him  by  other  collectors,  and  he 

'v3^all   be  allowed  credit  to   the  amount  ol  taxes 

•^ntained  in  the  lisis  transmitted  in  the  manner 

•;iiw)ve  provided  to  other  collectors,  and  by  them 

iy^ceipled  as  aforesaid  ;  and  also  for  the  taxes  of 

"V^ch  persons  as  may  have  absconded  or  become 

j5iliiolvent,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  assessment. 

jj4d  prior  to  the  date  when  the  tax  ooght,  accord- 

■^1^  to  the  provisions  of  this  act.  to  have  been  col- 

^'^■fted  ;  provided  it  shall   be  proven,  to  the  saiis- 

/ojction  of  the  Comptroller  ol  the  Treasury,  that 

iii^e  diligence  was  used  by  the  collector,  and  that 

■"^4  properly  was  left  from  which   the  tax  could 

*Jiive   been  recovered  ;  and  each  collector  desig- 

;  lilted  in  each  State  as  aforesaid,  by  the  Secretary 

tXjthe  Treasury,  shall  receive  credit  for  the  taxes 

li|e  for  all  tracts  of  land,  which,  after  being  offer- 

J^4  fof  sale  by  him  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  shall 

^*i^may  have  been  purchased  by  him  in  behalf  of 

itjie  United  States. 

■-.jSec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
ciillector  shall  fail  either  to  collect  or  to  render 
hj«  account,  or  to  pay  over  in  the  manner  or  with- 
ir^  the  times   herein    before  provided,  it  shall   be 
'tKe  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and 
.  \\^  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  immediately 
;  a^er  such  ddmquency.  to  issue  a  warrant  of  dis- 
!■  t^ss  agatn>l  such  delinquent  collector  and  his 
jfiirelies.  directed  lo  the   marshal  of  the  district, 
tljerein  expressing  the  amount  of  the  taxes  im- 
posed on   the  district  of  such  collector,  and  the 
iirilm.1.  if  any.  which  have  been  paid;  and  ihe  said 
'Vnbrshai  shall,  himself,  or  by  his  deputy,  imme- 
iltptcly  proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  sum  which 

>inay  remain  due.  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  j  and  making  valuations' the  number  of  days  ne 
:|ki|d  chattels  or  any  personal  effects  of  the  delin-  j  cessary  for  that  purpose  being  certified  by  the 
iij>|ent  collector;  and  for  want  of  goods,  chattels,  i  principal  assessor  and  approved  by  the  Comp- 
V?)i*effects  aforesaid,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  troller  of  the  Treasury,  and  three  dollars  for  every 
wjirrant,  the  same  may  be  levied  on  the  person  of  hund.'ed  taxable  persons  contained  in  the  lax  list 
;ll^.se  collector,  who  may  be  committed  to  prison,  j  as  completed  and  delivered  by  him  to  the  principal 
pl^re  to  remain  until  discharged  in  the  due  course  I  assessor;  and   the  assessors  respectively  shall  be 

allowed  their  necessary  and  reasonable  charges 
for  books  and  stationery  used  in  the  execution  of 
their  duties. 

Sec.  31.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
allowances  made  as  aforesaid,  to  the  assessors, 
shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  to  the  principal  as- 
sessors respectively  ;  for  which  purpose  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, are  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
cases  where  no  person  can  be  found  in  any  col- 
lection district,  or  assessment  district,  to  serve 
either  as  collector,  principal  assessor,  or  assistant 
assessor  respectively,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  one  of  the 
deputy  postmasters  in  such  districts,  to  serve  as 
collector  or  assessor,  as  the  case  may  be;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  deputy  postmaster  to 
perform  accordingly  the  duties  of  such  officer. 

Sec.  33.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever a  direct  fax  shall  be  assessed,  or  internal  du- 
ties laid,  separate  accounts  of  each  shall  be  kept 


trict.  and  in  one  newspaper  printed  in  the  county 
or  district,  if  any  there  be,  prior  to  the  proposed 
time  of  sale,  may  and  shall  be  sold  by  the  marshal 
or  his  deputy  ;  and.  for  all  lands  and  real  estate 
sold  in  |»ursuance  of  the  authority  aforesaid,  the 
conveyances  of  the  marshals  or  their  deputies, 
executed  in  due  form  of  law,  shall  give  a  valid 
title  against  all  persons  claiming  under  delinquent 
collectors  or  their  sureties  aforesaid  ;  and  all 
moneys  that  may  remain  of  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale,  after  satisfying  the  said  warrant  of  distress 
and  paying  ihe  reasonable  costs  and  charges  of 
sale,  shall  be  returned  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
lands  or  real  estate  sold  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
and  every  collector,  or  his  deputy,  who  shall  ex- 
ercise or  be  guilty  of  any  extortion  or  oppression, 
under  color  of  this  act,  or  shall  demand  other  or 
greater  sums  than  shall  be  authorized  by  law, 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  and  for  the 
use  of  the  party  injured,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction  ;  and  each 
and  every  collector  and  his  deputies  shall,  if  re- 
quired, give  receipts  for  all  sums  by  ihem  collect- 
ed and  retained  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  the  services  per- 
formed under  this  act :  To  each  principal  asses- 
sor, two  dollars  for  every  day  employed  in  hear- 
ing appeals  and  making  out  lists  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act.  and  four  dollars  for  every 
hundred  taxable  person*  contained  in  the  tax  list 
as  delivered  by  him  to  the  collector:  To  each 
assistant  assessor,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for 
every  day  actually   employed  in  collecting  lists 


i<jV  law;  and    furthermore,    notwithstanding  the 

■  ^rlmmitment  of  the  collector  to  prison  as  afore- 

;x&id,  or  if  he  abscond,  and  goods,  chattels,  and 

j-ij-fTects.  cannot   be  found  sufficient  lo  satisfy  the 

Uajd  warrant,  the  said  marshal  or  his  deputy  shall 

|er»d  may  proceed  to  levy  and    collect  the  sum 

"wfjich   m;«y  remain  due,  by  distress  and  sale  of 

.  ibi'  goods  and  chattels  or  any  personal  effects  of 

■k\^  surety  or  sureties  of  the  delinquent  collectors. 

A.jid  the  amount  of  the  sums  committed  to  any 

trcSlector  for  collection,  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  the 

cmine  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  lien  upon  the 

&*ds  and    real  estate  of  such   collector  and  his 

"ifufeties,  until   the  same  shall   be  discharged  ac 

fc^rding  to  law  ;  and  for  want  of  goods  and  chat- 

U:^  or  other  personal  effects  of  such  collector  or 

jljtt  sureties,  sufficient  to  satisfy   any  warrant  of 

oi,tress  issued  pursuant  to  the  preceding  section 

flithis  act.  the  lands  and  real  estate  of  such  col- 

Je*tor  and  his  sureties,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 

^k|  necessary  for  satislying  the  said  warrant,  after 

4>vng  advertised  for  at  least  three  weeks,  in  not 

yejM  than  three  public  places  in  the  collection  dis- 
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at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  of  all  mon- 
eys received  f^rom  the  direct  tax,  and  from  in- 
ternal duties,  showing  upon  what  articles  or  sub- 
jects of  taxation  those  duties  accrued  ;  also  the 
amount  of  moneys  paid  to  collectors,  assessors, 
assistant  assessors,  or  other  officers  employed  in 
the  collection  thereof;  distinguishing  the  amount 
ot  moneys  received  from  each  State,  and  from 
what  tax  or  species  of  duties  received,  and  dis- 
tinguishing also  the  amount  of  moneys  paid  lo 
the  officers  in  each  Stale  ;  which  accounts  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an- 
nually, in  the  month  of  December,  to  lay  before 
Congress. 

Approved,  July  22,  1813. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  allowance  of  forage  to  officers 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  officers  in  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  States,  who  are  by  law 
entitled  to  forage,  shall  receive  in  lieu  thereof, 
when  not  drawn  in  kind,  an  equivalent  in  money, 
at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month  for  each 
horse  to  which  they  may  be  entitled:  Provided, 
That  no  allowance  shall  be  made  to  any  officer 
for  more  horses  than  he  shall  actually  employ  in 
the  public  service. 

Approved,  July  22,  1813. 


An  Act  to  establish  the  town  of  Mobile  a  port  of  entry. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  August  next,  the  town  of  Mobile  shall  be 
and  the  sirne  is  hereby  established  the  sole  port 
of  entry  for  the  district,  including,  the  shores, 
waters,  and  inlets  of  the  bay  and  river  Mobile, 
and  of  the  other  rivers,  creeks,  inlets,  and  bays, 
emptying  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  east  of  the  said 
river  Mobile,  and  west  thereof  to  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Approved.  July  22,  1813. 


An  Act  laying  duties  on  sugar  refined  within  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Be  it  enacted,  (f'C,  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  there  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  upon  all  sugar  which  shall  be 
refined  within  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  four 
cents  per  pound. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar,  who  shall  be  such  immediately 
before  and  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall, 
on  the  said  day,  and  every  refiner  of  sugar  who 
shall  be  and  become  such  after  the  said  day,  shall, 
twenty  days  at  the  least  previous  to  commencing 
the  business  of  refininsj  sugar,  make  true  and  ex- 
act entry  and  report  in  writing  to  the  collector, 
appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  '•  An  act 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes 
and  internal  duties,"  for  the  collection  district  in 
which  shall  be  the  house  or  building  where  he  or 
she  shall  carry  on.  or  intend  to  carry  on,  the  said 
businesji,  of  every  house  or  building  where  such 
business  shall  be  by  him  or  her  carried  on,  or  in- 
tended so  to   be,  and  of  every  pan  or  boiler,  to- 


gether with  the  capacity  of  each,  which  he  or 
she  shall  have  or  employ  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
fining susar,  and  shall  also  give  bond  in  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  with  condition  that  he 
or  she  shall  and  will  enter, or  cause  to  be  entered 
in  a  book  or  paper  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  all 
sugar  which  he  or  she  shall  refine  or  cause  to  be 
reined,  and  of  the  quantities,  from  day  to  day  by 
him  or  her  sent  out  or  caused  to  be  sent  out  of 
the  house  or  building  where  the  same  shall  have 
been  refined,  and  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  April, 
July,  October,  and  January,  in  each  year,  render 
a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  refined  sugar 
which  he  or  she  shall  have  sent  out.  or  caused  or 
procured  to  be  sent  out,  from  the  first  time  of  his 
or  her  entry  and  report  aforesaid,  until  the  day 
which  shall  first  ensue,  of  the  days  above  men- 
tioned, for  the  rendering  of  such  account,  and 
thenceforth  successively,  from  the  time  when 
such  account  ought  to  have  been,  and  up  to  which 
it  shall  have  been  last  rendered,  until  the  day 
next  thereafter,  of  the  days  above  mentioned,  for 
the  rendering  of  such  account,  producing  and 
showing  therewith  the  original  book  or  paper, 
whereon  the  entries  from  day  to  day.  to  be  made 
as  aforesaid,  have  been  made  ;  and  he  or  she  shall, 
at  the  time  of  rendering  each  account,  pay  or  se- 
cure the  duties  which  by  this  act  ought  to  be  paid 
upon  the  refined«ugar  in  the  said  account  men- 
tioned ;  and  if  any  such  refiner  shall  omit  to 
make  any  such  entry  or  report,  he  or  she  shall 
forfeit  and  lose  every  pan  or  boiler  which  he  or 
she  shall  have  and  use  for  the  purpose  of  refining 
sugar,  and  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
such  refiner  shall  yearly,  being  thereunto  required 
by  the  collector  aforesaid,  make  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, according  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  knowledge 
and  belief,  that  the  accounts  which  have  been  by 
him  or  her  rendered  of  the  quantities  of  refined 
suT^ar  by  hira  or  her  sent  out.  or  procured  or 
caused  to  be  sent  out  of  the  house  or  building 
where  the  same  shall  have  been  manufactured, 
have  been  just  and  true. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  knowingly  and  with  design,  falsely 
swear  or  affirm  touching  any  of  the  matters 
hereinbefore  required  to  be  verified  by  oath  or 
affirmation,  he  or  she  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar  shall  at  each  time  of  rendering 
an  account,  as  hereinbefore  required,  make  a  true 
and  particular  report  of  the  buildings,  pans,  and 
boilers  whi -h  he  or  she  at  any  time  since  that  of 
rendering  his  or  her  last  account,  has  used  or 
kept  and  shall  then  have,  use  or  keep  for  carry- 
ing on  the  said  business  of  refining  sugar,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  for  eacli  and  every  neglect  or  omis- 
sion all  such  pans  and  boilers,  together  with  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fnrtlier  enacted,  That  all  re- 
fined sugar  which  shall  have  been  manufactured 
or  made  within   the  United  Stales  in   manner 
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iamesaid,  after  the  said  first  day  of  January  next,  intended  to  be  exported  to  the  place  whereof  no- 
.wkereof  the  duties  aforesaid  have  not  been  duly  tice  shall  have  been  given,  and  is  not  intended  to 
•piAd  or  secured,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  j  be  relanded  within  the  United  States, and  that  he 
tnfaning  of  this  act.  shall,  upon  default  being  or  she  doth  verily  believe  that  the  duties  ihere- 
jn^de  in  the  paying  or  securing  of  the  said  dutifs,  upon  charged  by  this  act  have  been  duly  paid  or 
hu  forfeited,  and  shall  and  may  be  seized  as  for-  secured  to  be  paid  ;  and  shall  also  give  bond  to 
ffjied.  by  tlie  collector  aforesaid  or  officer  of  the  the  collector  of  the  customs,  with  two  sureties. 
•i^'o™''_;  ,  one  of  whom  shall  be  the  master  or  other  person 

pEc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  having  the  command  or  charge  of  the  ship  or 
.k^  lawful  for  every  such  refiner  of  sugar,  at  his  vessel,  in  which  the  said  sugar  shall  be  intended 
Cf^er  ojition.  either  to  pay,  upon  the  rendering  to  be  exported,  the  other  such  sufficient  person  aa 
^f^his  or  her  account  as  aforesaid,  the  duties  i  shall  be  approved  by  the  said  collector,  in  the  full 
iw4ich  shall  thereby  appear  to  be  due  and  pay-  j  value,  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  collector,  of 
'^bj[e,  with  a  deduction  or  abatement  of  six  per  the  sugar  so  intended  to  be  exported,  with  condi- 
'^eyt.  for  prompt  payment,  or  to  give  bond  with  j  tion  that  the  said  sugar  (the  dangers  of  the  seas 

-yne     or     UiOre     sureties,    to     ihp     SAtkfaption     nf    iKo  I   amt     onomiuc     uv/>oiMo.n    cKoll     k.a    ,<,»ll.,    ».,.l    ...,!.. 

lie       ,  _  

^niralion  of  nine  months  thereafter :  Propicfc(i.  I  the  said  sugar  shall  not  be  unshipped  from  on 
rr4*t  no  person  whose  bond  for  any  of  the  said  board  the  said  ship  or  vessel  whereupon  the  same 
lilies  shall  remain  unpaid  beyond  the  term  al  i  shall  have  been  laden  for  exportation,  within  the 
J.-jfed  for  the  payment  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  said  limits,  or  any  ports  or  harbors  of  the  United 
ii^  future  credit  for  any  of  the  said  duties,  so  long  j  States  (shipwreck  or  other  unavoidable  accident 
i><!iuch  bond  shall  remain  unpaid.  |  excepted.) 

:iKEC.  8.   And  be  it  further  enacted.   That  the        Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 

f^ies  hereby  laid  upon  sugar  refined  within  the  i  said  allowance  shall  not  be  paid  until  nine  months 

^t^J*iied  Slates,  shall  and  may  be  drawn  back  upon  !  after  the  said  sugar  shall  have  been  so  exported  : 

aJHuch  ol  the  said  sugar  refined  within  the  Uni-  |  Prodded,  That  whenever  the  owner  of  any  ship 

If^  Stales  alter  the  aforesaid  fir:^!  day  of  January  ,  or  vessel,  on  board  of  which   any  such    sugar  is 

rrt<Kt,  which  after  the  said  day  shall  be  exported  i  laden  for  exportation,  shall  make   known    to  the 

jfft^m   the    United   Stales  to  any  foreign  port  or  '  collector,  previous  to  the  departure  of  such  ship 

;plice:  Provided,  That  no  drawback  shall  be  al-  j  or  vessel  from  the  port  where  such  sugar  is  laden, 

Jofved   on    any  exportation  as  aforesaid,  in  any    -■    -        ■     ■ 

»n|tance   where   the  same  shall  amount   to  less 

thfn  twelve  dollars. 

)EC.  9.   And  be  it  further  enacted.    That  in 

H^^er  to  entitle  the  t-xporter  or  exporters  to  the 

tiefit  of  the  said  allowance  of  drawback,  he, 


j^^^..  . —  i^.w.^^.  i^u J  •••vwi,  wi  iv/gKc  uuiiu  Willi  iiuu  iiiai  iiic  saiu  sugar  ^iiie  uangers  oi  me  seas 
5nf  or  Uiore  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  !  and  enemies  excepted)  shall  be  really  and  truly 
(•f^lector,  to  whom  such  account  shall  be  ren-  i  exported  to  and  landed  in  some  port  or  place 
deied,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  duties,  at  the  I  without  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that 
Upiration  of  nine  months  thereafter :  Propicfc(i.  I  the  said   sugar  shall  not   be  unshipped  from  on 


,  __P_. , 

that  such  ship  or  vessel  is  not  going  to  proceed  OQ 
the  voyage  intended,  or  the  voyage  is  altered,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector  to  grant  a  permit 
for  relanding  the  same. 
Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 

'•"t*         u     "V  u "  "'   -•-""-^*:  '"=.    o'  the  said  sugar,  after  the  same  shall  have  been 

5|iv,  or  they  shall,  previous  10  the  putting  or  lading  shipped  for  exportation,  shall  be  unshipped  for 
\f^  of  the  said  refined  sugar  on  board  of  any  ship  |  any  purpose  whatever,  either  within  the  limits  of 
Wfvessel  for  exportation,  give  six  hours  notice  at  I  the  United  Stales,  or  within  four  leagues  of  the 
tliij  least  to  the  proper  officer  of  inspection  of  the  ,  coast  thereof,  or  shall  be  relanded  witlnn  the  Uni- 
t  from  which  the  said  sugar  shall  be  intended  '  ted  States,  from  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel  where- 
0ibe  exported,  of  his,  her,  or  their  intention  to  ,  in  the  same  shall  have  been  laden  for  exportation, 
ijV^r'  *'^''  ^^^^'  ^"'^  °'  ''*^  number  of  packages  i  unless  the  voyage  shall  not  be  proceeded  on.  or 
afiitaining  the  same,  and  the  respective  marks  i  shall  be  altered  as  aforesaid,  or  unless  in  ca.se  of 
fihlreof,  and  the  place  or  places  where  deposited,  i  necessity  or  distress,   to  save   the  ship  and  goods 


if  .'   \  .         • I ""    ..  ..^.»,    x<v|>v«^>k,.  u,  I    •iv'.^.ooiijr    ui    uisiicsd,     lu  »«vc     llie  snip  dllU   gOOQB 

md  Of  the  place  to  which,  and  ship  or  vessel  in  i  from  perishing,  which  shall  be  immediately  made 

^lich  they  or  either  of  them  shall  be  so  intended     known  to  the  princif-'     '^ ''  "^ 

&)H)e  exported  ;  whereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  j  sidmg  at  the  port  ne 

j?ij?  said  officer  to  inspect,  by  himself  or  deputy,  I  vessel  snail  be  al  the  lime  such  necessity  or  "dis 


/  -      -  -. _..    —    ..„    .,,.,.,,uvv<       i>><<.>nu    \\j   nic    piiuv;ip«i   uiu(.ci    UI     llic  CUSIUIUS  IC- 

e  exported  ;  whereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  j  sidmg  at  the  port  nearest  to  which  such  ship  or 
_  ^  said  officer  to  inspect,  by  himself  or  deputy,  '  vessel  snail  be  al  the  lime  such  necessity  or  dis- 
.\h^  packages  so  notified  for  exportation,  and  the  j  tress  shall  arise,  then  not  only  the  sugar  so  un- 
»*ie  after  such  insnectionsliall  hp  laJpn  ,»n  h,.,,,t  I  shipped,  together  with    the    casks,   vessels,   and 

cases  containing  ihe  same,  but  also  the  ship  or 
vessel,  in  or  on  hoard  of  which  the  same  shall 
have  been  so  shipped  or  laden,  together  with  the 
guns,  furniture,  ammunition,  tackle,  and  apparel, 
and  also  the  ship,  vessel,  or  boat  into  which  the 
said  sugar  shall  be  unshipped  or  put,  after  the 
unshipping  thereof,  logetlier  with  her  guns,  fur- 
niture, ammunition,  tackle,  and  apparel,  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  any  officer  of  the 
customs  or  of  inspection. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
bond  to  be  given  as  aforesaid,  shall   and  may  be 


^•le  after  such  inspection  shall  be  laden  on  board 
jjti  :  same  ship  or  vessel  of  which  notice  shall  have 
|ii  ;n  given,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  same  offi- 
te  or  his  deputy  who  shall  have  inspected  the 
tt  ae,  which  officer,  after  the  same  shall  have 
t^^n  so  laden  on  board,  shall  certify  to  the  col- 
fc^fttor  of  the  customs  for  the  district  the  quantify 
fn^  particulars  of  the  refined  sugar  so  laden  for 
c^  )ortalion. 

T  JsEc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.   That  the 

.         allowance  shall  not  be  made  unless  the  said 

|iM|iorter  or  exporters  shall  make  oath  or  affirma- 

'.hat  the  said  sugar,  so  noticed  for  exportation 


J        . --I —I .-->.^.,,.u     u.^aiui  iTiMiiu,    011a  II      ailU    IIIHV     UV 

lauen  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  is  truly  1  discharged,  by  producing  within  one  year  from 
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its  date  (if  the  same  shall  he  shipped  to  any  part 
of  Europe  or  America,  and  within  two  years,  if 
shipped  to  any  part  of  Asia  or  Africa  ;  and  if  the 
delivery  of  the  sugar,   in    respect   to   which  the 
same  shall  have  been  given,  be  at  any  place  where 
a  consul  or  other  agent  of  the    United  States  re- 
sides) a  certificate  of  such  consul  or  agent,  or  if 
there  be  no  consul  or  agent,  then  a  certificate  of 
any  two  known  and   reputable   American    mer- 
chants, residing  at  the  said  place,  and  if  there  be 
not  two  such  merchants  residing  at  the  said  place, 
then  a  certificate  of  any  other  two  reputable  mer- 
chants, testifying  the  delivery  of  the  said  sugar  at 
the  said  place,  which  certificate  shall,  in  each  case, 
be  confirmed  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  mas- 
ter or  mate,  or  other  like   officer  of  the  vessel  in 
which  the  said  sugar  shall    have   been  exported, 
and  when  such  certificate  shall  be  from  any  other 
than  a  consul  or  agent,  or  merchants  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  oath  or 
affirmation,  that  there  were  not.  upon  diligent  in- 
quiry, lo  be  found   two  merchants  of  the  United 
States  at  the  said  place  :  Provided  always,  Thai 
in   case  of  death,  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the 
party  dying  siiali  not  be  deemed  necessary  :  And 
provided  further.  That  the   said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, taken  before  the  chief  civil  magistrate  of  the 
place  of  the  said  delivery,  and  certified  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  shall  be  of  the  same  validity  as  if 
taken  before  a  person  qualified  to  administer  oaths 
within  the  United  Slates,  or  such  bonds  shall  and 
may  be  discharged  upon  proof  that    the  sugar  so 
exported  was  taken  by  enemies,  or  perished  in  the 
sea,  or  destroyed   by  fire  ;  the  examination  and 
proof  of  the  same  being  left   to  the  judgment  of 
the  collector  of  the  customs,  naval   officer,  and 
chief  officer  of  inspection,  or  any  iwo  of  them,  of 
the  place  from  which  such  sugar  shall  have  been 
exported.     And    in  cases   where    the   certificates 
herein  directed  cannot  be  obtained,  the  exporter 
or  exporters  of  such  sugar  shall   nevertiieless  be 
permitted  to  offer  such  other  proof  as  to  the  de- 
livery of  the  said  sugar,  without  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  as  he  or  they  may  have  ;  and  if  the 
same  shall   be  deemed  sufficient   by  the  said  col- 
lector, he  shall  allow  the  same  ;  except  when  the 
drawback  to  be  allowed  shall  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred dollars  or  upwards;  in  all  which  cases  the 
proofs  aforesaid  shall   be  referred    to  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  whose  decision   thereon 
shall  be  final. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act. 
and  to  prosecute  for  ihe  recovery  of  the  same,  and 
for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  suras  which  may 
be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  which  shall  be  incurred 
by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  collector  aforesaid,  within  whose  district  any 
such  fine,  penally,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been 
incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information  ;  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  the  other  moiely  thereof  to  ihe  use  of  ihe 
I3tli  Con.  2d  Sess.— 86 


person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other  than  a  collector,  shall  first  inform  of  the 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred  j 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re- 
covery may  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State 
holden  within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction 
in  like  cases. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  liie  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved.  July  24.  1813. 


An  Act  to  establish  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue. 

Be  it  enacted.  <f  c.  That,  for  superintending  the 
collection  of  ihe  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  there 
shall  be  an  officer  in  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  denominated  Commissioner  of  the  Rev- 
enue, who  shall  be  charged,  under  ihe  direction 
of  the  head  of  the  Department,  with  preparing 
all  the  forms  necessary  for  the  assessors  and  col- 
lectors of  the  tax  and  duties  aforesaid  ;  with  pre- 
paring, signing,  and  distributing  all  the  licenses 
required  by  any  law  imposing  any  of  the  duties 
aforesaid;  and  with  the  superintendence, general- 
ly, of  all  the  officers  employed  in  assessing  and 
collecting  the  said  tax  and  dunes. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  shall  likewise 
superintend  the  collection  of  the  residue  of  the 
former  direct  lax  and  internal  duties  which  may 
be  still  outstanding,  and  shall  also  execute  the  ser- 
vices with  respect  10  light-houses  and  other  objects 
which  were  usually  performed  by  theformer  Com- 
missioners of  the  Revenue. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury  to 
place  also  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  impost 
and  tonnage  under  the  superintendence  of  the  said 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  if,  in  his  opinion, 
the  public  service  will  be  promoted  by  transfer- 
ring that  duty  from  the  Comptroller  to  the  said 
Commissioner. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
compensation  of  the  said  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue  shall  be  the  same  with  that  of  the  Aud- 
itor of  the  Treasury  ;  and  that  he  shall,  for  the 
present,  be  allowed  a  number  of  clerks  whose  sal- 
aries shall  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  four  thousand 
dollars  a  year. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasu- 
ry not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated,  10  pay  the  Commissioner 
and  salaries  aforesaid,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 


^ 
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"jl  Sbc.  6.  Andb^  it  further  enacted.  Thai  all  let- 
jirs  and  packets  to  and  from   the  Commissioner 


*5f  the  Rpvenue,  shall  be  received  and  conveyed 
«y  post,  free  of  postage,  under  the  same  reslric- 
•.ijon.s  as  are  provided  by  law  with  respect  to  other 


-  (tee  letters  and  packets 
{  i  Approved,  July  24.  1 


1913. 


'  ^n  Act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time,  certain 
.  T  i  acts  authorizing  corps  of  rangers  for  the  protection 
•^  •  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  making 
^?  ',  approprfations  for  the  same. 

^t  Be  it  enactt;d,  ^c.  That  the  act  entitled  "An 
;:i^t  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
y'\p  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  pro- 

*  tection  of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States," 
'   massed  January  second,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 

.Jred  and  twelve,  and  also  the  act  supplementary 
^hereto,  passed  July  first,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 

•  3red  and  twelve,  be.  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
i^' Continued  in  force   (or  one  year   from  and   after 

iie  passage  hereof,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 

fbe  next  session  of  Congress. 
]  i  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
:_^umoffour  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand 
V  'pne  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  be.  and  the 
',^ame  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pay,  subsist- 
\' ijnce,  and  forage,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
.'tight  hundred  and  thirteen,  of  the  seven  compa- 
fiaies  of  rangers  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  for  the  Uni- 
,-ied  Stales,  pursuant  to  the  above  recited  acta,  and 
^o[  the  ten  companies  of  rangers  authorized  by  the 
\  act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  February,  one  thousand 
^  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
\  For  the  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
!•  pflBcers,  and  privates  of  the  said  companies,  the 
^  jium  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  one 
^  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

7  ^  For  the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  eleven  thou- 
I  '-rand  one  hundred  aud  sixty-nine  dollars, 
"r  .  For  forage,  the  sum  of'  nine  thousand  seven 
f,  Jiundred  and  ninety-two  dollars.  The  said  sums 
t.ko  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
t  ^otherwise  appropriated. 
y-     Approved,  July  24,  1S13. 


^  -An  Act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  convejance 

•  ^  of  persons. 

*  :  Beit  enacted,  df-c.  That,  from  and  after  the  last 
^klay  of  December  next,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
^Jected,  and  paid,  the  following  yearly  rates  and 
i  duties  Upon  all  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
V  persons,  which  shall  be  kept  by  or  for  any  person, 
f_4or  his  or  her  own  use,  or  to  be  let  out  for  hire,  or 
/  jfor  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  to  wit :  for  and 

upon  every  coach,  the  yearly  sum  of  twenty  dol- 
lars; for  and  upon  every  chariot  and  poslchaise, 
the  yearly  sum  of  seventeen  dollars;  for  and  upon 
every  phaeton  and  on  every  coachee  having  pan- 
nel  work  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  the  yearly 
jsum  of  ten  dollars  ;  for  and  upon  every  other  four 
wheel  carriage   hanging  on  steel  or  iron  springs, 
J   the  yearly  sum  of  seven  dollars;  for  and    upon 
^  every  four  wheel  carriage  hanging  upon  wooden 
springs,  and  on  every  two  wheel   carriage  hang- 
ing on  steel  or   iron   springs,   the   yearly  sum  of 


-/J 
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four  dollars;  and  for  and  upon  every  other  four 
or  two  whe^l  carnage,  the  yearly  sum  of  two 
dollars:  Provided  always.  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  charge  with  a 
duty,  any  carriage  usually  and  chiefly  employed 
io  husbandry,  or  for  the  transportation  or  carry- 
ing of  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  produce,  or 
commodiiie.'*. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  du- 
ties aforesaid  shall   be  levied   and  collected  upon 
all  carnages  usually  and  chiefly  employed  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  by  whatever  name  or  de- 
scription the  same  have  been  or  shall    hereafter 
be  known  aud  called.    And  in  cases  of  doubt,  any 
carriage  shall  be  deemed   to   belong  to  that  class 
to  which  the  same  bhall  bear  the  greatest  resem- 
blance, and  shall  be  subject   to  duty  accordingly. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  having,  or  keeping,  a  carriage  or  carriages, 
upon  which  a  duty  or  duties  shall  be  payable. ac- 
cording to  this  act,  shall  yearly,  and  in  every  year, 
in  the  month  of  January,  make  und  subscribe  a 
true  and  exact  entry  of  each  and  every  such  car- 
nage, therein  specifying,  distinctly,  each  carriage 
owned  or  kept  by  him  or  her,  for  ins  or  her  use. 
or  for   hire,  with  the  description   and  denomina- 
tion thereof,  and  the  rale  of  duty   to  which  each 
and   every  such  carriage   is  liable  ;  which  entry 
shall   be   lodged  with   the  collector  appointed  by 
virtue  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and   internal 
duties,"  for   the   district   in  which  such  owner  or 
person  liable  for  the  [tayment  of  such  duty  shall 
reside.     And  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  col- 
lectors aforesaid,   to  attend  within  the   month  of 
January  in  each  year,  at  one  or  more  of  the  most 
public  and  convenient  places  in  each  county  with- 
in their  respective  districts,  and  to  give  public  no- 
tice, at  least  ten  days  previous  to  such  day,  of  the 
tim*'  and  place  of  such  attendance,  and  to  receive 
such  entry,  made  in    the  manner  before  directed, 
at  such  place,  or  at  any  other  where  he  may  hap- 
pen to  be,  within  the  said  month  of  January,  and 
on  tender  and    payment  being  made  of  the  duty 
or  duties  therein  mentioned,  to  grant  a  certificate 
for  each   and   every  carriage   mentioned  in  such 
entry,  therein  specifying  the  name  of  the  owner, 
the  description  and  denomination  of  the  carriage, 
and  the  sum  paid,  with   the  titne  when,  and  the 
period  for  which  such  duty  shall  be  so  paid  :  And 
the  forms  of  the  certificates  to  be  so  granted  shall 
be  prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Department ;  and 
such  certificates,  or  the  acknowledgments  of  the 
collector  aforesaid  hy  a  credit   in   fiis  public  ac- 
counts, shall  be  the  only  evidence  to  be  exhibited 
and  admitted,  that  any  duty  imposed  by  this  act 
has  been  discharged:  Provided  nevertheless,  That 
no  certificate  shall  be  deemed  of  validity  any  long- 
er than  while  the  carriage  for  which  the  saidcer- 
tificale  was  granted,  is  owned  by  the  person  men- 
tioned in  such   certificate,  unless  such  certificate 
shall  be  produced  to  the  collector  by  whom  it  was 
granted,  and  an  entry  shall  be  thereon  made,  spe- 
cifying the  name  of  the  then  owner  of  such  car- 
nage, and  the  lime  when  he  or  she  became  pos- 
sessed of  the  same. 
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Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
and  all  persons  who  shall  commence  the  having 
or  keeping  of  any  carriage  subject  to  duties  after 
the  month  of  December,  shall  and  may.  at  any 
time  during  the  month  in  which  they  shall  so 
commence  the  having  or  keeping  of  such  car- 
riage, make  like  entry  in  manner  before  pre- 
scribed; and  on  payment  of  such  proportion  of 
the  duties  laid  by  this  act,  on  such  carnage,  as 
the  time  at  which  he  shall  commence  the  keep- 
ing of  such  carriage  to  the  end  of  the  month  of 
December  then  next  ensuing  shall  bear  to  the 
whole  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  may  demand 
like  certificates,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  con- 
ditions before  and  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  having  or  keeping  any  carriage  subject  to 
duty,  who  shall  make  an  untrue  or  defective  en- 
try, to  evade  the  whole  or  any   part  of  the  duty 
justly  and    truly   payable  according   to  this  act. 
shall  lose  the  sum   paid   [lursuanl  to  such  untrue 
or   defective  entry;  and    where  such    untrue  or 
defective   entry    hath    been    made,    or    where    no 
entry  shall   be  made,  or  where   there  shall  be  a 
neglect  of  payment  after  entry,  such  person  shall 
moreover,  in  addition   thereto,  at  any  lime  there- 
after, on  personal  application  and  demand,  at  the 
house,  dwelling,  or  usual  place  of  abode  of  such 
person,  by  tiie  proper  collector,  be  liable,  and  shall 
pay  the  duties  by  this  act  imposed,  with  a  further 
sum,  for  the  benefit  of  such  officer,  of  twenty-five 
per  centum  ;  which  duties,  with  the  said  addition, 
shall  be  collected  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  person    by  whom    the  same  I 
shall  be  due  and  payable  :  Provided  always.  That  | 
such  application  and  demand  ^hall  not  be  made  j 
until  sixty  days  after  the  day  on  which  any  duty  | 
shall  commence:  and  if  entry  and  payment  shall  { 
be  made  within  the  said  sixty  days,  the  owner  of  | 
the  carriage  shall  be  exempted  from  the  payment  . 
of  the  said  sum  of  twenty-five  per  centum.  ; 

Sec.  (i.    And  be   it  further  enacted,    That    in  , 
all  cases  where  any  duty  shall  be  collected    pur- 
suant to  this  act.  whether  by  distress  or  otherwise, 
certificates  shall    be  granted  for  each  carnage  in 
manner  as  before  prescribed. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  July  24,  1813. 


An  Act  laying  duties  on    licenses  to  distillers  of  spir- 
ituous liquors. 

Be  it  enacted,  ifc,  That  every  person  who,  on 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall  be  the  owner 
of  any  still  or  stills  or  other  implements  in  lieu 
of  stills,  used  for  the  purpose  of  distilling  spiri- 
tuous liquors,  or  who  shall  have  such  still  or 
stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  under  his  super- 
intendence, either  as  agent  for  the  owner,  or  on 
his  own  account,  shall  before  the  said  day,  and 
every  person  who  after  the  said  day  shall  use  or 


intend  to  use  any  still  or  stills,  or  implements  as 
aforesaid,  either  as  owner,  agent,  or  otherwise, 
shall,  before  he  shall  begin  to  use  .«uch  still  or 
stills,  or  other  implements  in  lieu  thereof,  for  the 
purpose  of  distilling  spirituous  liquors,  apply  for 
and  obtain  from  the  collector  appointed  by  virtue 
of  the  act,  entitled   ''An  act  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties," 
for  the  collection  district  in  which  such  person 
resides  (or  to  the  deputy  of  such  collector  duljr 
authorized)  a  license  for  using  the  said  still  or 
stills,  or  other  implements  as  aforesaid;   which 
licenses  respectively  shall  be  granted  at  the  op- 
tion of  the  proprietor  or  possessor  of  such  still  or 
stills  for  any  or  either  of  the  terms  mentioned  in 
this  act,  upon  the   payment  in   money  by  such 
proprietor  or  possessor  of  the  duties  payable  oa 
the  said  license  or  licenses  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  if  the  said  duties  shall  not 
exceed  five  dollars;  and  if  they  shall  exceed  five 
dollars,  on  such  proprietor  or  possessor  executing 
and  delivering  to  the  collector  or  to  his  deputy 
as  aforesaid,  a  bond  with  one  or  more  sureties  to 
the  satisfaction  of  such  collector  or  deputy,  con- 
ditioned for   the   payment  of  said  duties  at  the 
end  of  four  months  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  such   license  or  licenses  respect- 
ively shall   have   been    granted.     And    the   said 
bond  shall   be  taken  in  the   name  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  in  such  form  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Department.     And  if 
any  person  shall,  after  the  said  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  use,  or  cause  to  be  used,  any  still  or 
stills,  or  other  rmplements  as  aforesaid,  in  distill- 
ing spirituous  liquors,  or  shall  be  the  owner  of,  or 
have  under  his  superintendence,  either  as  agent 
or  otherwise,  any  still  or  stills,  or  other   imple- 
ments as  aforesaid,  which  shall  after  the  said  day 
have   been  used  as  aforesaid,  without   having  a 
license  therefor  as  aforesaid,  continuing  in  force 
for  the  whole  time  during  which  the  said  still  or 
stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been 
thus  used,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  one   hundred   dollars,  together  with 
double  the  amount  of  duties  which  would  hare 
been   payable  for  the    term  during  which  such 
still  or  stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
thus  used,  had  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  imple- 
ments aforesaid   been  entered  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  recovered  with  costs 
of  suit. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
licenses  aforesaid  shall  and  may  be  granted  for 
and  during  the  following  terms  or  periods,  and  on 
the  payment  or  securing  of  payment  as  aforesaid 
of  the  duties  undermentioned,  namely: 

For  a  still  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  domestic  materials,  for  a  license  for  the  em- 
ployment thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  two 
weeks,  nine  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the  capacity 
of  every  such  still,  including  the  head  thereof; 
for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
month,  eighteen  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capa- 
city as  aforesaid  ;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the 
term  of  two  months,  thirty-two  cents  for  each 
gallon  of  Its  capacity  as  aforesaid;  for  a  liceoae 
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i^r  and  daring  the  terra  of  three  months,  forty- 1 
^f*ro  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  asafore- 
'^siiid;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the  terno  of 
{^ur  months,  fifty-two  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its 
."siipacity  as  aforesaid;  for  a  license  for  and  dur- 
^jg  the  term  of  six  months,  seventy  cents  for 
,^ch  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  ^foresaid  ;  for  a 
iVrense  for  one  year,  one  hundred  and  eight  cents 
Hi>t  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid:  Pro 
^ided,  That  there  shall  be  paid  upon  each  still 
^employed  wholly  in  the  distillation  of  roots,  but 
<iiE)e-half  the  rates  of  duties  above  mentioned,  ac- 
5iordiDg  to  the  capacity  of  such  still. 
I'  For  a  siill  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
^'rom  foreign  materials,  for  a  license  for  the  em- 
Aployment  thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
.-<nonth,  twenty-five  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the 
,**;apaciiy  of  every  such  still,  including  the  head 
'ij^ereof ;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of 
ir^iree  months,  sixty  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its 
g^apaciiy  as  aforesaid  ;  for  a  license  for  and  during 
^•^e  term  of  six  months,  one  hundred  and  five 
Scents  for  t^ach  gallon  of  ils  capacity  as  aforesaid  ; 
*for  a  license  for  one  year,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
^  five  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  afore- 
^paid. 

^,  And  for  every  boiler,  however  constructed,  era- 
^jployed  for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam  in 
^  ihose  diblilleries  where  wooden  or  ocher  vessels 
t  are  used  instead  of  meial  stills,  and  the  action  of 
•  steam  is  substituted  loihe  immediate  application 
;  of  fire  to  the  mattrials  from  which  the  spirituous 
i  Jiquors  are  distilled,  for  a  license  for  the  employ- 
^foenl  thereof,  double  the  amount  on  eacli  gallon 
«  df  the  capacity  of  the  said  boiler,  including  the 
»,'bP«d  thereof,  which  would  be  payable  for  the 
■<said  license  if  granted  for  the  same  term  and  for 
«  'he  employment  en  the  same  materials  of  a  still, 
•^OT  stills,  10  the  contents  of  which,  being  the  mate- 
rials from  whence  the  spirituous  liquors  are 
>«drawn,  an  immediate  application  of  fire  during 
•;ihe  process  of  distillation  is  made. 
■*•  Sec.  3.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
Vibe  the  duty  of  the  collectors,  wiihin  their  re- 
spective districts,  to  grant  licenses  for  di>tilling, 
fwhich   licenses   shall    be  marked    with  a    mark 

•  directing  the  rate  of  duty  thereupon,  and  shall  be 
figned  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  and, 

:  ;being  countersigned  by  the  collector  who  shall 
'  issue  the  same  or  cause  the  same  to  be  issued, 
jijhall  be  granted  to  any  person  who  shall  desire 
;'lbe  sami-,  upon  application  in  writing  and  upon 
I  payment  or  securing  of  payment  as  nforesaid,  of 
I  the  sum  or  duty  payable  by  this  act  upon  each 
i  license  requested, 

1  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  furtlier enacted,  That  the  ap- 
^.plication,  in  writing,   to  be   made   by  any  person 

*  ,*pply'ng  for  a  license  for  distilling  as  aforesaid, 
«;  shall  state  the  place  of  distilling,  the  number  and 
y  contents  of  the  still  or  stills,  boiler  or  boilers,  and 
>  whether  intended  to  distil  spirituous  liquors  from 
\  foreign  or  domestic  rriaferials.  And  every  person 
I  making  a  false  statement  in  either  of  the  said  par- 
^  liculars, or  who  shall  distil  spirituous  liquors  frotn 
t  materials  other  than  those  slated  in  the  applica- 
]^   tion  aforesaid,  as  well  as  the  owner  or  superin- 


tendent of  any  distillery,  still,  or  stills,  with  re- 
spect to  which  such  false  statement  shall  have 
been  made,  or  which  shall  be  thus  unlawfully 
employed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
such  collector  or  his  deputy,  duly  authorized  un- 
der his  hand  and  seal,  shall  be  authorized  to 
apply,  at  all  reasonable  times,  for  admittance  into 
any  distillery  or  place  where  any  still  or  stills  are 
kept  or  used  within  his  collection  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  and  measuring  the  said 
stilt  or  stills,  boiler  or  boilers.  And  every  owner 
of  such  distillery,  still,  or  stills,  or  person  having 
the  care,  superintendence,  or  management  of  the 
same,  who  shall  refuse  to  admit  such  officer  as 
aforesaid,  or  to  sufier  him  to  examine  and  meas- 
ure the  said  still  or  stills,  boiler  or  boilers,  shall 
for  every  such  refusal  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to 
prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  for 
the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be 
forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all  fines,  pea- 
allies,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred  by 
force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  collector  within  whose  district  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred,  by 
bill,  plaint,  or  informaiion  ;  one  moiety  thereof 
to  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  who,  if  a 
collector,  shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  a  col- 
lector shall  fitsi  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or 
thing,  whereby  any  such  fine,  penally,  or  for- 
feiture shall  have  been  incurred  ;  and,  where  the 
cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue 
more  than  fifty  mites  distant  from  the  nearest 
place  by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a  dis- 
trict court  within  the  district  in  which  the  same 
shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may 
be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State,  holden 
wiihin  the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction  ia 
like  case>. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th.it  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no 
longer. 

Approved,  July  24,  1813. 


An  Act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchan- 
dise and  of  ships  and  vessels. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  for  xhi  use  of  the  United  Slates, 
upon  all  sales  by  way  of  auction,  as  hereinafter 
described,  which  shall  be  made  within  the  United 
States,  the  respective  rates  and  duties  following, 
to  wit:  The  sum  of  one  dollar  for  every  hundred 
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dollars  of  the  purchase  money  arising  by  sale  at 
auction  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise;  and 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  the  purchase  money  arising  by  sale  at 
auction  of  ships  or  vessels;  and  at  the  same  rate 
for  any  greater  or  lesser  sum,  except  as  herein- 
after excepted  ;  the  said  respective  rates  and  du- 
ties to  be  paid,  by  the  auctioneer  or  person  making 
such  sales  at  auction,  out  of  the  moneys  arising 
from  each  and  every  such  sale:  Provided, always, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend 
to  any  sale  or  sales  by  auction  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  made  pursuant  to  or  in  execu- 
tion of  any  rule,  order,  decree,  sentence,  or  judg- 
ment of  any  court  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
of  them,  or  made  in  virtue  or  by  force  of  any  dis- 
tress for  rent,  or  other  cause  for  which  a  distress 
is  allowed  bylaw;  or  made  in  consequence  of 
any  bankruptcy  or  insolvency,  pursuant  to  any 
law  concerning  bankruptcies  or  insolvencies  ;  or 
made  in  conseijuence  of  any  general  assignment 
of  property  and  effects  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  ; 
or  made  byor  on  behalf  of  executors  or  adminis- 
trators; or  made  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  any 
law  of  the  United  Stales,  or  either  of  them,  touch- 
ing the  collection  of  any  tax  or  duty,  or  disposal 
by  auction  of  public  property  of  the  United  Slates 
or  of  any  State;  nor  to  any  such  sale  or  sales  by 
auction  of  ships,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fur- 
niture, or  the  cargoes  thereof,  which  shall  be 
wrecked  or  stranded  within  the  United  States, 
and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  insurers  or  propri- 
etors thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  per- 
son, after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall  ex- 
ercise the  trade  or  business  of  an  auctioneer,  by 
the  selling  of  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
whatsoever  by  auction,  or  any  other  mode  of  sate, 
whereby  the  best  or  highest  bidder  is  deemed  to 
be  the  purchaser,  unless  such  person  shall  have  a 
license  or  other  special  authority  continuing  in 
force  pursuaiit  to  some  law  of  a  Slate,  or  issued 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act.  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  for  every  such  sale  at  auction  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  sums 
or  duties  payable  by  this  act  upon  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  so  sold:  Provided,  how- 
ever. That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  require  a  license  for  the  sale  at  auction 
of  any  estate,  goods,  chattels,  or  other  thing,  which 
by  this  act  are  not  made  liable  to  duty  or  ex- 
empted from  duty. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
person  who,  before  the  said  first  day  of  January 
next,  shall  have  a  license  or  special  authority, 
pursuant  to  any  law  of  any  State,  for  exercising 
the  said  trade  oc  business  of  an  auctioneer,  shall, 
before  or  upon  the  said  day,  and  every  person 
who,  after  the  said  day.  shall  have  such  special 
license  or  authority, shall,  within  thirty  days  after 
the  obtaining  or  receiving  of  the  same,  give  no- 
tice thereof  in  writing,  under  his  hand,  to  the  col- 
lector appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  ''  An 
act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties,"  for  the  district  where 
such  person  shall  carry  on  or   intend  to  carry  on 


the  said  trade  or  business  of  an  auctioneer,  specU 
fying  in  such  notice  the  date  or  commencement 
of  such  license  or  other  special  auiiiority,  the 
term  for  which  the  same  was  granted  or  given, 
by  whom,  and  by  what  law  of  a  Stale  the  same 
was  granted  or  given  ;  and  shall  also  give  bond 
to  the  United  States  in  a  sum  not  less  than  one 
thousand  nor  more  than  three  thousand  dollars, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  collector,  to  be  taken  by 
the  collector  to  whom  the  notice  aforesaid  shall 
be  given,  with  condition  that  he  will,  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  July.  October,  and  January  in  each 
year,  while  he  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  said 
trade  or  business,  render  to  the  person  or  persons 
who,  on  behalf  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  author- 
ized to  receive  the  same,  a  true  and  particular 
account  in  writing  of  the  moneys  or  sums  for 
which  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  made 
liable  to  duty  by  this  act,  have  been  sold  at  every 
sale  at  auction  by  him  made,  and  of  the  several 
articles,  lots,  and  parcels  which  shall  have  sold, 
the  price  of  each  article,  lot,  or  parcel,  in  every 
such  sale,  by  whom  bought,  that  is  to  say  ;  first, 
from  the  date  of  such  bond  until  such  of  the  afore- 
.said  days  as  shall  accrue  next  thereafter,  and 
thenceforth,  from  the  day  to  which  an  account 
shall  have  been  last  rendered,  until  such  of  the 
said  days  as  shall  next  thereafter  ensue,  and  so  on 
in  succession,  from  one  of  the  said  days  to  another, 
so  long  as  he  shall  continue  to  exercise  his  said 
trade  or  business;  and  also,  shall  pay  all  sucb 
sums  of  money  as  shall  be  due  to  the  United 
States,  upon  the  said  sales,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act;  which  sums  he 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  retain  out  of 
the  produce  of  each  sale  made  as  aforesaid.  And 
a  like  notice  and  bond  shall  be  given,  in  like  man- 
ner, as  often  as  any  such  license  or  special  author- 
ities shall  have  expired  and  been  renewed.  And 
if  any  person  shall,  after  the  said  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next,  by  virtue  or  color  of  any  such  license  or 
special  authority  as  aforesaid,  make  any  sale  or 
sales  at  auction  without  having  given  bond  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  for  that  purpose  pre- 
scribed, or  without  renewing  such  bond  upon  the 
expiration  and  renewal  of  any  such  license  or 
special  authority,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  such  sale  by  him  made,  the  sura  of  four 
hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  sums  or  duties 
payable  by  this  act  upon  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  so  sold. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  collectors  aforesaid  may,  wiihin  their  re- 
spective districts,  and,  upon  request  of  any  person 
or  persons  desirous  thereof,  shall,  grant  licenses 
without  fee  or  reward  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
one  year,  at  one  time,  to  exercise  the  trade  or  busi- 
ness of  an  auctioneer;  and  such  licenses,  upon 
like  request,  may  and  shall  from  time  to  time  re- 
new :  Provided,  however,  That  no  such  license 
shall  be  granted  or  renewed,  until  the  person  or 
persons  requesting  the  same  shall  have  become 
bound  to  the  United  States,  with  one  or  more 
sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  whom 
such  license  shall  be  requested,  in  the  sura  of  not 
more  than  three  thousand  nor  less  than  one  thou- 
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dollars  at  the  discretion  of  the  collector, 
w8)i  like  condition  as  is  hereinbefore  prescribed 
fofoersons  having  licenses  by  virtue  of  some  law 
ofijirState:  And  proridfd  further,  Tiiat  no  such 
Inyt^se  shall  be  granted  to  carry  on  the  said  trade 
or^lnisiness  in  any  city,  town,  or  county  of  any 
S^se.  in  respect  to  which  provision  hath  been 
mCde  by  any  law  of  such  State,  for  the  allowing 
an(}  regulating  of  the  said  trade  and  business 
th-'rein. 

pKC.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
pe&on  who  shall  have  a  license  from  a  collector 
as  jpiforesaid.  continuing  in  force,  shall  and  may 
re;im,  in  order  to  the  payment  of  the  duties  hereby 
^<.sed,  all  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  shall 
le  and  payable  upon  any  goods,  wares,  and 
[chandise  by  him  sold  at  auction  as  aforesaid, 
>rding  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 


[j«c.  6.   And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the 
inls  to  be  rendered  and  duties  to  be  from 

(■;  to  lime  paid  as  aforesaid,  by  any  auctioneer, 
I  be  rendered  and  paid  to  the  collector  afore- 
,  within  whose  dibtrict  such  auctioneer  shall 
ci^cise  his  said  trade  or  business,  or  to  his  deputy 
diAr  appointed  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  such 
auctioneer  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation,  accord- 
in#to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  to  the 
tr^h  of  every  account  which  he  shall  render  be- 
foft  the  officer  or  person  to  whom  such  account 
shCI  be  rendered,  and  who  is  hereby  authorized 
togflrainister  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  in  de- 
fa^Jil  of  which  such  account  shall  not  be  deemed 
to  jfe  duly  rendered,  according  to  the  condition 
ofrflie  bond  of  such  auctioneer;  and  to  the  end 
thi'.  such  accounts  may  be  accurately  kept  and 
reikisred,  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  every 
auiijoneer  to  enter,  from  day  to  day,  as  often  as 
an*  sale  shall  be  made,  in  a  book,  or  on  a  paper 
to  1*  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  the  amount 
anJf  particulars  of  the  respective  sales  by  him 
mi»ie  ;  which  book  or  paper  shall  at  all  reasonable 
tirA-s,  upon  request  made,  be  submitted  for  ex- 
an^nation  to  the  collector  at'oresaid,  within  whose 
di^jict  such  auctioneer  shall  be,  on  pain  of  for- 
fei^ng,  for  every  refugal  to  comply  with  such  re- 
quw.t,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Hic.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  it 
shC'r  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector. 
Wi^iin  whose  district  he  shall  be,  that  an  auc- 
tio4<^er  hath  acted  agreeably  to  the  condition  of 
thfjbond  which  he  shall  have  given,  and  to  the 
dicf^tions  of  this  act.  during  the  time  to  which 
hi:,^did  bond  shall  relate,  the  !>arae  having  expired, 
tht4l,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  said  collector 
sh^.;  cause  such  l)ond  to  be  delivered  up;  but  in 
ca.^  no  such  account  shall  be  delivered  as  herein- 
bei|iye  mentioned,  or  if  it  shall  appear  that  any 
su.f),  account  was  not  truly  made,  or  that  the 
pa*y  hath  acted,  in  any  other  respect,  contrary  to 
thtw-rue  intent  and  meaning  of  his  bond  and  of  this 
acuv  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  collector  as  afore- 
saiA^to  cause  such  bond  to  be  prosecuted  accord- 
ing) law  ;  and  in  ca:..e  of  a  verdict  or  judgment 
a^Siit  the  defendant,  he  shall  afterwards,  upon 
ev.V,  sale  by  him  of  any  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 


chandise, at  auction,  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties 
which  may  be  incurred  by  this  act,  for  acting  as 
an  auctioneer  witliout  license. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
auctioneer,  oyt  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  which 
he  shall  retain  and  pay  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  al- 
lowed a  compensation  of  one  per  centum  upon 
the  amount  thereof,  for  his  trouble  in  and  about 
the  same. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  wilfully  swear  or  affirm  falsely  touch- 
ing any  matter  hereinbefore  required  to  be  veri- 
fied by  oath  or  affirmation,  he  shall  suffer  the 
pains  and  penalties  which  by  law  are  prescribed 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  if  an  officer, 
shall  forfeit  his  office  and  be  incapable  of  after- 
wards holding  any  office  under  the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
^hall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  ia 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized,  to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this 
act,  and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  bhall  be 
incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  collector  within  whose  district 
any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have 
been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  affirmation,  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other  than  a  collector  shall  first  inform  of  the 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  yuch  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  incurred  ; 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court,  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  .«ihall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re- 
cover^^may  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State, 
holden  within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction 
in  like  cases. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 
and  for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  lon^or. 

Approved,  July  24,  1813. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  raising  a  corp«  of  sea  fenciblet. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
raise,  for  such  a  term  as  he  may  think  proper,  not 
exceeding  one  year,  as  many  companies  of  sea 
fencibles  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  not  exceed- 
ing ten,  who  may  be  employed  as  well  on  land  as 
on  waier,  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  said  companies  of  sea  fencibles  shall  con- 
sist of  one  captain,  one  first,  one  second,  one  third 
lieutenant,  one  boatswain,  six  gunners,  six  quar- 
ter gunners,  and  ninety  men. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
commissioned  officers  shall  receive  the  same  pay 
and  rations  as  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the 
Array  of  the  United  Slates;  that  the  boatswains, 
gunners,  quarter  gunners,  and  men  shall  receive 
the  same  pay  and  rations  as  warrant  officers  of 
the  same  grade  and  able  seamen  receive  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
officers,  warrant  officers,  boatswains,  and  men, 
raised  pursuant  to  this  act.  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  like  compensation  in  case  of  disability  incurred 
by  wounds  or  otherwise  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  officers,  warrant  officers,  and  sea- 
men in  the  present  naval  establishment,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  which  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  established  by  law.  for 
the  government  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Se^.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  during  the  pres- 
ent war  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  their  territories,  and  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies 
thereof. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  all  the  of- 
ficers proper  to  be  appointed  under  this  act,  which 
appointments  shall  b*  submitted  to  the  Senate  at 
their  next  session  for  iheir  advice  and  consent. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  carry  this  act  into 
effect,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  26,  1813. 


An  Act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. 

Be  it  enacted.,  «fc..  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

Approved,  July  27,  1813. 


An  -Act  to  authorize  the  transportation  of  certain  docu- 
ments free  of  postage. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  be  and  they  are 
hereby  respectively  authorized  to  transmit,  free 
of  postage,  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  the 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  printed  by- 
order  of  the  Senate  and  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  same,  printed  by 
order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  any 
post  office  within  the  United  States  and  the  ter- 
ritories thereof  to  which  ihey  may  direct,  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  July  28,  1813. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  finishing  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  repairing  the  roof  of  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  finishing  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  re- 
pairing the  roof  of  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol; 
which  sum  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  20,  1813. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the  house- 
hold of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  sold,  such  part  of  the  furniture  and 
equipage  belonging  to  his  household,  as  may  be 
decayed  and  out  of  repair,  and  that  the  sum  of 
fourteen  thousand  dollars,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sales,  be  appropriated  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  household  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  laid  out  at  his  dis- 
cretion and  under  his  direction. 

Approved.  July  26,  1813. 


An  .\ct  for  the  relief  of  the  ships  called  the  Good 
Friends,  the  Amazon,  and  the  United  States,  and 
their  cargoes;  and  also  of  Henry  Bryce. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  owners  of  the  ships 
called  the  Good  Friends,  the  Amazon,  and  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  cargoes  on  board  said 
vessels,  which  vessels  arrived  in  the  month  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
in  the  district  of  Delaware,  from  Amelia  Island. 
with  cargoes  that  were  shipped  on  board  said 
vessels  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  shall  be  entitled  to.  and  may  avail 
themselves  of  all  the  benefits,  privileges,  and  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeit- 
ures, and  penalties,  in  certain  cases,"  passed  on 
the  second  day  of  January  last  past,  in  like  man- 
ner and  on  the  same  conditions  as  though  said 
vessels  had  departed  from  the  Kingdom  aforesaid 
between  the  twenty-third  day  of  June  and  the 
fifteenth  day  of  September  mentioned  in  said  act, 
and  had  arrived  within  the  United  States  after 
the  first  day  of  July  last. 

Sec.  2.  Andbeit  further  enacted.  That  Henry 
Bryce  of  Charleston,  Soutl^  Carolina,  who  im- 
ported certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in 
the  ship  Fernandina,  into  the  district  of  South 
Carolina  from  Amelia  Island,  in  the  month  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
shall  be  entitled  to.  and  may  avail  himself  of  all 
the  benefits,  privileg'es,  and  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  '-An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  remit  tines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties, 
in  certain  cases,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
January  last  past,  in  like  manner  and  on  the  same 
conditions  as  though  the  said  vessel  had  departed 
from  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  between  the 
twenty-third  day  of  June  and  the  fifteenth  day  of 
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S^j)(erab«r.  meniiooe^  in  said  act,  and  had  arrived 

Wrtiiia  the  L'niied    Slates  after  the  first   day  of 
J14)  last. 

8({pprored,  July  29,  1S13. 

M  


ct  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt;  granting  a 
nty  on  pickled  fiah  exported,  and  allowances  to 
tain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries. 

J^  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
fir^jftday  of  January  next,  a  duty  of  twenty  cents 
pefjjushel  shall  be  laid,  imposed,  and  collected, 
up^P^  all  salt  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or 
plj>|ff  into  the  United  States.  In  calculating  the 
sai# -duty,  every  fifty-six  pounds  of  salt  shall  be 
coi^l>uted  as  equal  to  one  bushel.  And  the  said 
dui<i^shall  be  collected  io  the  same  manner,  and 
urifiv  the  same  regulations,  as  the  other  duties 
lai^f^n  the  imporiaiion  of  foreign  goods,  wares, 
an^Lnerchandise,  into  the  United  States:  Pro- 
vir^d,  That  drawback  shall  in  no  case  be  allowed, 
an^rt'erm  of  credit  for  the  payment  of  duties  shall 
be  ib>ne  months. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  all 
pic|fed  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
ex«jted  therefrom  subsequent  to  the  last  day  of 
De^mber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
te^'^,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  a  bounty  of 
tw^y  cents  per  barrti,  to  be  paid  by  the  collec- 
tor >i"  the  district  from  which  the  same  shall  be 
so  Ilk  ported,  without  any  deduction  or  abatement: 
Pi\>ided  always,  That,  in  order  to  entitle  the  ex- 
poiffr  or  exporters  of  such   pickled  fish  to  the 
bef«it  of  such  bounty  or  allowance,  the  said  ex- 
do-Ct  or  exporters  shall  make  entry  with  thecol- 
lecfrr  and  naval  officer  of  the  district  from  whence 
thp>.aid  pickled  fish  are  intended  to  be  exported; 
au'^^hall  specify   in    such  entry   ibe  names  of 
theAiaster  and  vessel   in  which,  and  the  place 
whXre.  such  fish  are  intended  to  be  exported,  to- 
getS-r  with  the  particular  quantity;  and   proof 
shaKbe  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
of  <%e  district  from  which  such  pickled  fish  are 
ini^ded  to  be  exported,  and  of  the  naval  officer 
thej Ajf,  if  any,  that  the  same  are  of  the  fisheries 
of  i,^;3  United   States;  and  no  entry  shall  be  re- 
cex^d  as  aforesaid,  of  any   pickled  fish  which 
havif  not  been  inspected  and  marked  pursuant  10 
pection  laws  of  the  respective  States  where 
;iiion  laws  are  in  force,   in   regard  to  any 
t,d  fish,  and  the  casks  containing  such  fish 
be  branded  with  the  words  'for  bounty," 
the  name  of  the   inspector  or  packer,  the 
s  and  quality  of  the  fish  contained  therein, 
he  name  of  the  port  of  exportation ;  and  the 
tor  of  such  district  shall,  together  with  the 
officer,  where  there  is  one,  grant  an  order 
mit  lor  an  inspector  to  examine  the  pickled 
expressed  in  such  entry,  and  if  they  cor- 
d  therewith,  and  the  said  officer  is  fully 
ed  that  they  are  of  the  fisheries  of  the  Uni- 
ptates,  to  lade  the  same  agreeably  to  such 
«au|^  on   board  the  sljip  or  vessel   therein  ex- 
pre^'d;  which  lading  shall  be  performed  under 
ihej^nperintendence  of  the  officer  examining  the 
sarnU.  who  shall  make  returns  of  the  quantity  and 


quality  of  pickled  fish  5i>  laden  on  board,  in  vir- 
tue of  such  order  or  permit,  to  the   officer  or  offi- 
cers granting  the  same.     And  the  said  exporter 
or  exporters,  when  the   lading  is  completed,  and 
after  returns  thereof  have   been    made  as  above 
directed,  shall  make  oath,  or  affirmation,  that  the 
pickled  fish   expressed   in  such   entry,   and  then 
actually    laden   on    board    the   ship   or   vessel  as 
therein  expressed,  are  truly  and   bona  fide  of  the 
fisheries  of  the  United  Stales,  that  they  are  truly 
intended  to  be  exported  as  therein  specified,  and 
are  not  intended  to  be  relanded  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States;  and  shall  also  give  bond  in 
double  the  amount  of  the  bounty  or  allowance  to 
be   received,  with   one  or  more  sureties   to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  the  port  or  place 
from  which  the  said  pickled  fish  are  intended  to 
be.  exported,  conditioned  that  the  same  shall  be 
landed   and   left  at  some   foreign    port   or   place 
without  the  limits  aforesaid;  which  bonds  shall 
be  cancelled  at  the   same    periods  and   in   like 
manner  as  is  provided  in  respect  to  bonds  given 
on  the  exportation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise,  entitled  to  drawback   of  duties:  Provided 
always,  That  the  said  bounty  or  allowance  shall 
not  be  paid  until  at  least  six    months  after  the 
exportation  of  such  pickled  fish,  to  be  computed 
from  the  date  of  the  bond,  and  until  the  exporter 
or  exporters  thereof  shall  produce  to  the  collector 
with  whom  such  outward  entry  i.<«  made,  such 
certificates  or  other  satisfactory  proof  of  the  land- 
ing of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  as  is  made  necessary 
for  cancelling  the  bonds  given  on  the  exportation 
of  goods  entitled   to   drawback:    And  provided 
also.  That  the  bounty  or  allowance  as  aforesaid, 
shall  not  be  paid  unless  the  same  shall  amount  to 
ten  dollars  at  least  upon  each  entry. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
bounty,  drawback,  or  allowance,  shall  be  made 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  unless  it  shall  be 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  that 
the  pickled  fish  for  which  the  bounty,  drawback, 
or  allowance,  .-'hall  be  claimed,  was  wholly  cured' 
with  foreign  salt,  and  on  which  a  duty  shall  have 
been  secured  or  paid. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
pickled  fish  shall  be  falsely  or  fraudulently  entered 
with  intent  to  obtain  the  bounty  or  allowance  on 
their  exportation  as  here  provided,  when  the  said 
fish  are  not  entitled  to  the  same,  the  said  fish,  or 
the  value  thereof,  to  be  recovered  of  the  person 
making  such  false  entry,  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  there  shall  be  paid, 
on  the  last  day  of  December,  annually,  to  the 
owner  of  every  vessel,  or  his  agent,  by  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  where  such  vessel  may  be- 
long, that  shall  be  qualified  agreeably  to  law  for 
carrying  on  the  bank  and  other  codfisheries,  and 
that  shall  actually  have  been  employed  therein 
at  sea  for  the  term  of  four  months,  at  the  least,  of 
the  fishing  season  next  preceding,  which  season 
IS  acccounted  to  be  from  the  last  day  of  Febru- 
ary to  the  last  day  of  November  in -every  year 
lor  each  and  every  ton  o{  such   vessel's  burden' 
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according  to  her  admeasurement,  as  licensed  or 
enrolled,  if  of  twenty  tons,  and  not  exceeding 
thirty  ions,  two  dollars  and  forty  cents  ;  and  if 
above  thirty  tons,  four  dollars;  of  which  allow- 
ance, aj'oresaid,  three-eighth  parts  shall  accrue 
and  belong  to  the  owner  of  such  fishing  vessel, 
and  the  other  five-eighths  thereof  shall  be  divided 
by  him,  his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  to  and 
among  the  several  fishermen,  who  shall  have 
been  employed  in  such  vessel  during  the  .-«^son 
aforesaid,  or  a  part  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be, 
in  such  proportions  as  the  fish  they  shall  respect- 
ively have  taken  may  bear  to  the  whole  quantity 
of  fish  taken  on  board  such  vessel  durint^  such 
season:  Provided.  That  the  allowance,'afore- 
said,  on  any  one  vessel  for  one  season,  shall 
not  exceed  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and   fourteen,  there  shall  also  be 
paid  on   the  last  day  of  December,  annually,  to 
the  owner  of  every  fishing  boat  or  vessel  of  more 
than  five  tons,  and  less  than    twenty   tons,  or  to 
his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  by  the  col- 
lector of  the  district   where   such    boat  or  vessel 
may   belong,   the  sum  of  one  dollar  and   sixty 
cents   upon    every    ton   admeasurement  of  such 
boat  or  vessel,  which  allowance  shall  be  account- 
ed lor  as  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fares  of  said 
boat  or  vessel,  and  shall,  accordingly,  be  so  di- 
vided among  all  persons  interested  therein:  Pro- 
vided, hoxcever,  That  this  allowance  shall  be  made 
only  to  such  boats  or  vessels  as  shall  have  been 
actually   employed  at  sea  in  the  codfishery,  for 
the  term  ol  lour  months,  at  the  least,  of  the  pre- 
ceding season:    And  provided,  also,    That  such 
boat  or  vessel  shall  have  landed,  in  the  course  of 
said  preceding  season,  a  quantity  of  fish  not  less 
than    twelve   quintals   for  every  ton   of  her  ad- 
measurement; the  said  quantity  of  fish  to  be  as- 
certained  when  dried  and  cured  fit  for  exporta- 
tion, and  according  to  the  weight  thereof,  as  the 
same  shall  weigh   at  the  time  of  delivery,  when 
actually  sold,  which  account  of  the  weight,  with 
the  original  adjustment  and  settlement  of  the  fare 
or  fares  among  the  owners  and  fishermen,  togeth- 
er with  a  written  account  of  the  length,  breldth, 
and   depth  of   said   boat  or  vessel,  and  the  time 
she  has  actually  been  employed  in  the  fishery  in 
the  preceding  season,  shall,  in  all  cases,   be  pro- 
duced and  sworn  or  affirmed  to  before  the  said 
collector  of  the  district,  la   order  to  entitle  the 
owner,  his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  to  re- 
ceive  the  allowances  aforesaid.     And  if,  at  any 
time  within  one  year  after  payment  of  such  al- 
lowance, It  shall  appear   that  any  fraud  or  deceit 
Has  beeii  practised  in  obtaining  the  same,  the  boat 
or  vessel  upon  which  such  allowance  shall  have 
been  paid,  if  found  within  the  district  aforesaid 
shall  be  forfeited;  otherwise,  the  owner  or  own- 
ers  having  practised  such  fraud  or  deceit,  shall 
forleit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  sued 
for,  recovered,  and  distributed  in   the  same  man- 
ner a;  forfeitures  and  penalties  are  to  be  sued  for 
recovered  and  distributed   for  any  breach  of  the 


act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
owner  or  owners  of  every  fishing  vessel  of  twenty 
tons  and  upwards,  his  or  their  agent,  or  lawful 
representative,  shall,  previous  to  receiving  the  al- 
lowance made  by  this  act,  produce  to  the  col- 
lector  who  is  authorized  to  pay  the  same,  the 
original  agreement  or  agreements  which  may 
have  been  made  with  the'fishermen  employed  on 
board  such  vessel,  as  is  hereinbefore  required,  and, 
also,  a  certificate,  to  be  by  him  or  them  subscribed', 
therein  mentioning  the  particular  days  on  which' 
such  vessel  sailed  and  returned  on  the  several 
voyages  or  fares  she  may  have  made  in  the  pre- 
ceding fishing  season,  to  the  truth  of  which  he  or 
they  shall  swear  or  affirm  before  the  collector 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  of  twenty  tons  or  upwards,  em- 
ployed as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  allow- 
ance granted  by  this  act,  unless  the  skipper  or 
master  thereof  shall,  before  he  proceeds  on  any 
fishing  voyage,  make  an  agreement  in  writing,  or 
in  print,  with  every  fisherman  employed  therein 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  government  of  persons  in  certain 
fisheries." 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  who  shall  make  any  false  declaration  in 
any  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  this  act,  being 
duly  convicted  thereof  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  of  such  offence,  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury, 
and  shall  be  punished  accordingly. 

Sec.  10,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
lor  one  year  thereafter  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  July  29,  1813. 


.\n  Act  supplementary  to  the  acU  heretofore  passed  on 
the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  persons  resident  with- 
in the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  on 
the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,  who  had,  before 
that  day,  made  a  declaration,  according  to  law 
of  their  intentions  to  become  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  who.  by  the  existing  laws  of  the 
United  States,  were  on  that  day  entitled  to  be- 
come citizens,  without  making  such  declaration, 
may  be  admitted  to  become  citizens  thereof,  not- 
withstanding they  shall  be  alien  enemies,  at  the 
times  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  laws 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject:  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  con- 
strued to  interfere  with  or  prevent  the  apprehen- 
sion and  removal,  agreeably  to  law,  of  any  alien 
enemy  at  any  time  previous  to  the  actual  natural- 
ization of  such  alien. 

Approved,  July  30,1813. 
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AttAct  to  lay  and  collect  «  direct  tax  within  the  Uni-    county   of    Rockingham,   twenty-five    thousand 

*i;;  ted  States.  .      - 


'"ife  1/  enacted.  «fc..  That  a  direct  tax  of  three 
n^i^fions  of  dollars  shall  be.  and  is  hereby,  laid 
Ub4'«  'he  United  Stales,  and  apportioned  to  the 
lej!  respectively.  \n  the  manner  following: 
0  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  ninety-six 
thousand  seven  hundred  ninety-three  dollar.";  and 
thi^iy-seven  cents. 

0  (he  State  of  Massachusetts,  three  hundred 
en  thousand  two  hundred  seventy  dollars 
ninety-eight  cents. 

0  the  State  of  Rhode  I.'^land,  thirty-four  thou- 

1  seven  hundred  iwodollars  and  eighteen  cents. 
0  the  State  of  Connecticut,  one  hundred 
teen   thousand  one  hundred  sixty-seven  dol- 

larjand  seventy  one  cents. 

'Jo  the  Slate  of  V<>rmont,  ninety-eight  thou- 
sarii  three  hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  sev- 
en!^ one  cent*. 

>o  the  State  of  New  York,  four  hundred  thirty 
th(.fi*and  one  hundred  forty-one  dollars  and  six- 
ty-i^vo  cents. 

'm4  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  one  hundred 
eigft  thousand  eight  hundred  seventy-one  dollars 
an(|eighty-three  cent5. 

'"■[q  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  three  hundred 
¥>five  thousand  four  hundred  seveuty-nine 
irs  and  sixteen  cents. 


two  hundred  ninety-eight  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Strafford,  seventeen  thou- 
sand SIX  hundred  ninety-eight  dollars  and  sixty- 
six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hillsborough,  twenty  thou- 
sand two  hundred  nineteen  dollars  and  sixteen 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cheshire,  nineteen  thousand 
three  hundred  eighteen  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Grafton,  eleven  thousand 
nine  hundred  ten  dollars  and  forty-three  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Coos,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  forty-eight  dollars  and  twenty 
cents. 

In  the  State  nf  Massachusetts. — On  the  county 
of  Washington,  two  thousand  six  hundred  twen- 
ty-three dollars  and  6fty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hancock,  nine  thousand  one 
hundred  ninety  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  thirteen   thousand 
i  six  hundred  seventy-two  dollars. 
j      On  the  county  of  Kennebeck,  nine  thousand 
'  six    hundred    ninety-six    dollars    and    fifty-two 
cents. 
j      On  the  county  of  Somerset,  three   thousand 
1  five  hundred  four  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents. 
On   the  county  of  Oxford,  five   thousand   five 


|0  the  Stale  of  Delaware,  thirty-two  thousand  '  hundred  fifty-nine  dollars  and  sixty  cents 


fof«y-six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

■;|o  the  State  of  .Maryland,  one  hundred  fifty- 
on*.  thousand   six   hundred   twenty-three  dollars 


dred  six- 
forty-four 


an(^  ninety-four  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Virginia,  three  hun 
ty  fine  thousand  eighteen  dollars  and  f 
ce^>s. 

7*0  the  State  of  Kentucky,  one  hundred  sixty- 
eig^t  thousand  nine  hundred  twenty-eight  dollars 
an-^  seventy-six  cents. 

^o  the  State  of  Ohio,  one  hundred  four  thou- 
sa>()  one  hundred  fifty  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

^0  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  two  hundred 
iwnjty  thousand  two  hundred  thirty -eight  dollars 
andi twenty-eight  cents. 

'2o  the  State  of  Tennessee,  one  hundred  ten 
ih^^-^iand  eighty-six  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents. 

•Br  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  one  hundred 
fifW-one  thousand  nine  hundred  five  dollars  and 
foftv-eight  cents. 

min  the  State  of  Georgia,  ninety-four  thousand 
nio^i hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  forty-nine 
cetijL 

4*<i  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  twenty-eight 
iho$:and  two  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and 
el(i\i^  cents. 

alt.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
quo^is  or  portions  payable  by  the  States  respect- 
iv^i,  shall  be  laid  and  apportioned  on  the  sev- 
erjiioounties  and  State  districts  of  the  said  States, 
as.(|-fined  with  respect  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
saii\rounties  and  State  districts,  by  an  act,  enti- 
tlecJrAn  act  ibr  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
dir^jLi  taxes  and  internal  duties,"  in  the  manner 
foiy^ijviDg: 

the  State  of  Sev)  Hampshire. — On   the 


On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  fifteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  eighty-seven  dollars  and  ninety- 
nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  York,  fourteen  thousand  one 
hundred  seventy-five  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Essex,  forty-one  thousand 
six  hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  one  cent. 

On  the  county  of  Middlesex,  twenty-six  thou- 
sand four  hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and  forty- 
five  cents. 

f  On  the  county  of  Suffolk,  forty-three  thousand 
six  hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  eighty-three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Norfolk,  fifteen  thousand  six 
hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Plymouth,  fourteen  thousand 

four  hundred  seventy-eight  dollarsand  sixty-seven 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bristol,  fourteen  thousand 
four  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars  and  sixteen  cent.s. 

On  the  county  of  Barnstable,  six  thousand  five 
hundred  fifty-three  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Dukes,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Nantucket,  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  thirty-one 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Worcester,  thirty  thousand 
one  hundred  seventy-one  dollars  and  seventy-one 
cents. 

On  the  counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  and 
Hampden,  twenty-nine  thousand  six  hundred 
thirty-four  dollars  and  five  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Berkshire;  thirteen  thou- 
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sand  two  hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  fifty- 
seven  cents. 

In  the  State  of  Vermont.— On  the  county  of 
Windham,  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  sixty- 
seven  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  ot  Windsor,  fifteen  thousand 
five  hundred  forty-two  dollars  and  thirty-two 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Orange,  eleven  thousand 
seven  hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caledonia,  seven  thousand 
six  hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  eighty-four 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Orleans,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  twenty-eight  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Essex,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred ninety-seven  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bennington,  eight  thousand 
three  hundred  ninety  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rutland,  fourteen  thousand 
thirty-six  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Addison,  ten  thousand  seven- 
ty-nine dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Grand  Isle,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  fifty-three  dollars  and  thirty-seven 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  five  thousand«ight 
hundred  ninety  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Chittenden,  eight  tliou- 
Mnd  two  hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and  sev- 
enty cents. 

In  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. — On  the  county 
of  Providence,  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred 
sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Newport,  eight  thousand  fif- 
ty-six dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  five  thousand 
three  hundred  ninety-four  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Kent,  four  thousand  two 
hundred  ninety-five  dollars. 

And  on  the  county  of  Bristol,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  eighteen 
cents. 

In  the  State  of  Connecticut. — On  the  county  of 
Litchfield,  nineteen  thousand  sixty-five  dollars 
and  seventy-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fairfield,  eighteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  ten  dollars  and  fifiy-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  New  Haven,  sixteen  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  twenty-three  dollars  and  ten 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Harford,  nineteen  thousand 
six  hundred  three  dollars  and  two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  New  London,  thirteen  thou- 
sand three  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  four 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Middlesex,  nine  thousand 
sixty-four  dollars  and  twenty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Windham,  fourteen  thousand 
five  handred  twenty-four  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Tolland,  six  thousand 
nine  hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  sixty-nine 
cents. 

In  the  State  of  New  York. — On  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  nine  thousand  thirty  dollars. 


On  Q,ueens  county,   nine  thousand  two  hun- 
dred filty  dollars. 

On  Kings  county,  six  thousand  nine  hundred 
thirty  dollars. 

On  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  one  hun- 
dred nine  thousand  two  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Westchester,    thirteen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Dutchess,  twenty-four  thou- 
sand one  hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Orange,  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  county  of  Rockland,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Ulster,  ten  thousand  six  hun- 
dred .seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Sullivan,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Schoharie,  five  thousand  six 
hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Columbia,  fourteen  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  fifteen  thousand 
one  hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  fifteen   thou- 
sand six  hundred  fifty-one  dollars  sixty-two  cent!. 

On  the  county  of  Saratoga,  nine  thousand  eight 
hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Essex,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Clinton,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  seven  hundred  sev- 
enty dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Albany,  nineteen  thousand 
four  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Schenectady,  four  thousand 
one  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  sixteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Herkimer,  seven  thousand 
ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Oneida,  thirteen  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Lewis,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  four  thousand   six 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  St.  Lawrence,  three  thousand 
dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Otsego,  eleven  thousand  six 
hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  coanty  of  Chenango,  six  thousand  one 
hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Madison,  seven  thousand  four 
hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Tioga,  one  thousand   nine 
hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Broome,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Steuben,  one  tnousand  seven 
hundred  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Onandago,  seven  thousand 
eight  hundred  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Cortland,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  seventy  dollars. 
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(W^lhe  county  of 

unfied  ninety  doll; 

i^  the  county  of 


=rM        —  = 

fl^ii  the  county  of  Cayuga,  nioe  thousand  two 
hiiyijred  ninety  dollars. 
ilVr7  the  county  of  Seneca,  five  thousand  dol- 

l^ri  the  county  of  Ontario,  fourteen   thousand 
twi^undred  seventy  dollars. 

tj|j  the  county  ol  Genesee,  four  thousand  eighty 
dollijs. 

the  county  of  Niagara,  three  thousand  one 
liars;, 

y  of  Allegheny,  four  hundred  Nev- 
dollars. 

the  county  of  Richmond,  two  thousand  two 
red  twenty  dollars. 

€)^?i.the  county  of  Greene,  seven  thousand  eight 
huMred  fifty  dollars. 

4ryiii  on  the  county  cf  Delaware,  five  thousand 
foU(tS>nndred  ninety  dollars. 

ifciA^  Slate  of  S'ev}  Jersey.— Oa  the  county  of 
Beracin',  seven  thousand  twenty-seven  dollars  and 
thir<  ^  cents. 

C>*^  rtie  county  of  Essex,  nine  thousand  nine 
huiUiF^S'^  niQe  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

Cte  the  county  of  Soaierset,  seven  thousand 
twy§bJndred  thirty-three  dollars  and  twenty-eight 
ceav,: 

C*|  the  county  of  Middlesex,  nine  thousand 
on(fVhundred  eighty-two  dollars  fifty-<wo  cents. 

(K  the  county  of  Sussex,  eleven  thousand 
'^•Aly-iw^o  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

(ilk-  the  county  of  Morris,  eight  thousand  eight 
huiftred  eighteen  dollars  and  iwonty-nine  cents. 

(J&  the  county  of  Hunterdon,  twelve  thousand 
twoW-undred  hfty-one  dollars  and  seventy-eight 
cenft. 

GS  the  county  of  Burlington,  eleven  thousand 
nini^hundred  iwenty-oine  dollars  and  thirty-six 
cen^ 

Ot  the  county  of  Gloucester,  eight  thousand 
eiglil  hundred  twenty  three  dollars  and  sixly- 
thre«.cent5. 

0»  the  county  of  Mournouth,  ten  thousand  two 
hunyed  four  dollars  aad  twelve  cents. 

Ot  the  county  of  Cumberland,  four  thousand 
thr^fciundred  fifty-seven  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

O^ihe  county  of  Salem,  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dredij^weniy-eight  dollars  and  seventeen  cents. 

O^the  county  of  Cape  May,  one  thousand  five 
hua£c'd  eighty-four  dollars  and  forty-one  cents, 

f^Z^^  ^^^^^  '^f  Pennsylvania.— Oa  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  seventy-nine  thousand  five  hundred 

the   county  of  Philadelphia,    thirty-eight 
^ind  two  hundred  thirty  dollars, 
the  county  of  Chester,  eighteen  thousand 
[undred  seventy  dollars, 
the  county  of  Delaware,  seven  thousand 
xt^ollars. 

0|ihe  county  of  Montgomery,  fifteen  thousand 
thre||fhundred  dollars. 

Ogthe  coun:y  of  Bucks,  sixteen  thousand  six 
hunied  dollar^. 

O^the  county  of  Laocaster,  thirty-seven  thou- 
sano«"our  hundred  dollars. 

Ofihe  county  of  York,  elevea  thousand  five 
huuAed  forty  dollars. 
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On  the  county  of  Adam?,  fire  thousand  four 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Northampton,  eleven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  forty  dollars. 

On   the  county  of  Wayne,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  ihe  county  of  Berks,  twenty-one  thousand 
five  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Dauphin,  seventeen  thousand 
six  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  ten  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  nine  thousand  dol- 
lar*. 

On  the  county  of  Northumberland,  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Mifflm,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  three  thousand 
seventy  dollars. 

On   the  county  of  Bedford,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On    the   county   of   Somerset,    two    thousand 
dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Cambria,  four  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  county  of  Fayette,  four  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  six  thousand 
nine  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Alleghany,  five  thousand  two 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Armstrong,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  five  thousand 
four  hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  the  counties  of  Indiana  and  Jefferson,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Centre,  three  thousand  one 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  counties  of  Clearfield,  Potter,  and  Mc- 
Kean,  three  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Luzerne,  having  the  same 
limits  as  before  the  formation  of  the  counties  of 
Susquehanna  and  Bradford,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Lycoming,  having  the  same 
limits  as  before  the  formation  of  the  county  of 
Bradford,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Tioga,  three  hundred  eighty- 
nine  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mercer,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  :he  county  of  Butler,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Beaver,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Crawford,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  counties  of  Venango  and  Warren,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Erie,  seven  hundred  eighty 
dollars. 

/n  the  State  of  Delaware.— Oa  the  county  of 
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Newcastle,   twelve  thousand  two  hundred  eight 
dollars  and  eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Kent,  ten  thousand  six  hun- 
dred eighty-two  dollars  and  seven  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Sussex,  nine  thousand 
one  hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  six  cents. 

/n  (he  State  of  Maryland. — On  the  county  of 
Somerset,  five  thousand  five  hundred  forty  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  county  of  Worcester,  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Dorchester,  fire  thousand  five 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Talbot,  four  thousand  one 
hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Q,ueen  Anne,  five  thousand 
six  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Caroline,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Kent,  four  thousand  two 
hundred  thirteen  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cecil,  five  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Harford,  five  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  city  and  county  of  Baltimore,  forty- 
eight  thousand  six  hundred  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Anne  Arundel,  nine  thousand 
eight  hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Prince  George,  seven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Calvert,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  St.  Mary,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Charles,  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  five  thousand 
one  hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Frederick,  fourteen  thousand 
one  hundred  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  seven  thousand 
three  hundred  seventy  dollars. 

And  on  the  county  of  Alleghany,  two  thousand 
two  hundred  ten  dollars. 

In  the  State  of  Virginia. — On  the  county  of 
Lee,  three  hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  ninety-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  CDunty  of  Grayson,  two  hundred  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Russell,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  thirty-six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Wythe,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  thirty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Tazewell,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Botetourt,  three  thousand  one 
hundred  fourteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  one  thousand 
three  hundred  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Giles,  five  hundred  forty  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents. 

•  On  the  county  of  Monroe,  one  thousand  thirty 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 


On  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  fifty  dollars  and  forty-four  cents, 

Oa  the  couniy  of  Kenhawa,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On   the  county   of  Cabell,  one  thousand    five 
hundred  forty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On   the  county  of  Mason,  one   thousand  one 
hundred  thirty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Randolph,  five  thousand  four 
hundred  sixty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Harrison,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  seventy  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wood,  one  thousand    three 
hundred  thirty-ei.;ht  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Monongalia,  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Ohio,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Brooke,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bath,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pendleton,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  twenty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hardy,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  twenty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hampshire,  tliree  thousand 
seven  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Augusta,  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rockingham,  six  thousand 
one  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  five  thousand 
nine  hundred  .-eventy-eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

On   the  county  of  Frederick,  eleven  thousand 

eight  hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On   the  couniy  of  Berkley  and  on  the  county 

of  Jefferson,  thirteen  thousand  twenty-two  dollars 

and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bedford,  five  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Patrick,  seven  hundred  ser- 
enty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  ol  Henry,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  ihe  county  of  Franklin,  two  thousand  four 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Campbell,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  fifty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Charlotte,  four  thousand 
ninety  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  four  thousand 
three  hundred  sixty-three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Halifax,  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  eighty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mecklenberg,  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lunenberg,  three  thousand 

eight  hundred  twenty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Brunswick,  four   thousand 

eight  hundred  seventy  nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Nottoway,   lour   thousand 

eight  hundred  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
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sejjjlfp  hundred  fifteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

the  county  of  Amelia,  five  thousand  two 


^n  the  countv  of  Prince  Edward,  four  thou- 

sa>^.r   four  hundred    fourteen    dollars    and    fifty 

*^  the  county  of  Buckingham,  five  thousand 
se^Ji  hundred  furty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
#;?  the  county  of  Cumberland,  four  thousand 

f : 

dopf^rs  and  fifty  cents. 

i^i  the  county  of  Powhatan,  three  thousand 
eij^l  hundred  ninety-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

li^  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  six  thousand 
fot^^jundred  forty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

'^  the  county  of  Dinwiddie  and  town  of  Pe- 
t^Turg,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  ninety-two 
doi6«s  and  fifty  cents, 

(Fri  the  county  of  Prince  George,  two  thousand 


On  the  county  of  Fauquier,  eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Prince  William,  five  thousand 
two  hundred  forty  one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Stafford,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  seventy-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Loudon,  eight  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fairfax,  six  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Spotisylvania,  six  thousand 
two  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Louisa,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  twenty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caroline,  seven  thousand  one 
hundred  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  King  George,  two  thousand 


.    ij'  I      ■    1  1 .r  "   ' •••->.—"-  ^..   ...I.    v^v/uui^r   ui    iviug  \jrcorjje,  iwo  inousai 

nia|,hundred  eighty-ejght  dollars  and  fifty  cents,    seven  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents 


(]|J  the  county  of  Greenville,  two  thousand  six 
huiih'ed  thirty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

h  the  county  of  Sussex,  three  thousand  nine 
Ved  forty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
p  the  county  of  Southampton,  four  thousand 
|undred  fifty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
j\  the  county  of  Surry,  two  thousand    two 
hu)i^<(red  forty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

(i^  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight,  two  thousand 
s»x^«indred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
"**  the  county  of  N^nsemond,  three  thousand 
Jjundred  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
^   the  county  and  borough  of  Norfolk,  nine 
(land   eight   hundred   fifty-seven  dollars  and 
Scents. 

fc  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  two  thousand 
^lundred  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
I  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City,  eight  hundred 
►i  -nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
C  ^  the  county  of  Warwick,  eight  hundred  fifty- 
five^oUars  and  fifty  cent.s.  * 

Cl  the  county  of  York,  one  thousand  three 
buolred  seventy-three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

_  the  county  of  James  City, one  thousand  five 
hurAred  thirty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

0^  the  county  of  New  Kent,  two  thousand 
six  tjndred  eighty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
C^  the  county  of  Charles  City,  two  thousand 
one^uudred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Q?  the  county  of  Henrico,  eight  thousand  fifty 
dolk^s  and  fifty  cents. 

0^^  the  county  of  Goochland,  four  thousand 
five"^undred  fifty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

O.'i^the  county  of  Hanover,  six  thousand  forty- 
nine^ollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Oj^the  county  of  Amherst  and  on  the  county 
of  IVr!son,nine  thousand  five  hundredand  thirteen 
dolli;^^. 

Oif:the  county  of  Albemarle,  nine  thousand 
fom^jfcundred  ninety-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Cl(|the  county  of  Fluvannah.  two  thousand  one 
hunifed  thirty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

01  the  county  of  Orange,  five  thousand  two 
hua,f  dd  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

0».the  county  of  Madison,  four  thousand  two 
huttfced  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Ql  the  county  of  Culpepper,  eight  thousand 


On  thecounty  of  Westmoreland, three  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Richmond,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Northumberland,  three  thou- 
sand sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lancaster,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  King  William,  three  thousand 
four  hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  King  and  Q,ueen.  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Essex,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Middlesex,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Gloucester,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  nineiy-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Matthews,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  eleven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Accoraac,  five  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Northampton,  three  thou- 
sand one  hundred  .seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

In  the  State  of  Sorth  Carolina.~Oa  the  county 
of  Currituck,  two  thousand  two  hundred  four 
dollars  and  eighty-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Camden,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pasquotank,  three  thousand 
four  hundred  ninety-three  dollars  and  ninety-six 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Perquimans,  two  thousand 
one  hundred  seventy  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Gates,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred thirty-four  dollars  and  twenty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Chowan,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  forty-two  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hartford,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  thirteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bertie,  five  thou-and  two 
hundred  sixtyseren  dollars  and  twenty-seven 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Northampton,  six  thousand 
seven  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 
On  thecounty  of  Halifax, seven  thousand  seven 
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On  the  county  of  Washington,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On   the  county  of  Tyrrel,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

On   the  county  of  Hyde,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  eighty-six  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pitt,  three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred ninety-six  dollars  and  forty-two  cents. 

On   the  county  of  Edgecombe,   six    thousand 
sixty-six  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Beaufort,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

On  the  country  of  Green,  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred forty-five  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents. 

On   the  county  of  Craven,  five  thousand  five 
hundred  fifty-seven  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Carteret,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jones,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-three  dollars  seventy-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lenoir,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  seventy-eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

On  the  county  ol  Johnson,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  sixty-three  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wayne,  three  thousand  thirty- 
four  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  five  thousand  five 
hundred  iwenty-fivedollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  four  thousand  five 
hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Nash,  two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred eighty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Granville,  six  thousand  four 
hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  ihirty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Onslow,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-four  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  New  Hanover,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  ninety  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Duplin,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-one 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Sampson,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  fifty-one  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Brunswick,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  eighty-three  dollars  and  sixty-eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bladen,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  two  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Columbus,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  five  thousand 
six  hundred  thirty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-four 
cents. 

On  the  countyof  Robeson,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  twenty-three  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  seventy-five  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Richmond,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty-nine 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Anson,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  twenty-seven 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  .Moore,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  ninety-seven  dollars  and  ninety-two 
cents. 


On  the  county  of  Orange,  seven  thousand  three 
hundred  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wake,  six  thousand  four 
hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Person,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  fifty-one  dollars  and  fifty  seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rockingham,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  forty-seven 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caswell,  four  thousand  sixty- 
seven  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Guilford,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Stokes,  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  forty-two  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Rowan,  eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  seventy-two  dollars  and  thirteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Randolph,  two  thousand  seven 

hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Chatham,  four  thousand  three 

hundred    thirty-seven  dollars  eighty-three  cents. 

On   the  county  of  Lincoln,  five  thousand  six 

hundred  fifty-two  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mecklenburg,  five  thousand 
four  hundred  sixty-three  dollars  and  sixty-three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cabarrus,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  forty-five  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

On   the   county  of  Buncombe,  two   thousand 
eight  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 
On  the    county  of   Haywood,  eight    hundred 
six  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Burke,  two  thousand  seven 

hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

On   the  county  of  Rutherford,  three  thousand 

nine   hundred   seventeen  dollars  and  fifty-three 

cents. 

On  the  county  of  Surry,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  §inety -seven  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Wilkes,  one   thousand  eight 
hundred  seven  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents. 

On  thecounty  of  Ashe,  seven  hundred  twenty- 
four  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Iredell,  three  thousand 

eight  hundred  twelve  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents. 

Jn  the  State  of  Ohio. — On  the  county  of  Ross, 

three  thousand  eight  hundred  seventeen  dollars 

and  forty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Highland,  eight  hundred 
seventy-five  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents. 

On  the  country  of  Clinton,  four  hundred  ninety- 
one  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Madison,  four  hundred  one 
dollars  and  thirty  seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Champaign,  eight  hundred 
twelve  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  seventeen  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Delaware,  six  hundred  ninety- 
one  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  one  thousand  fire 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Tuscarawas,  four  hundred 
five  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Knox,  four  hundred  dollars 
and  thirty-two  cents. 
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:  ^n  thecouorirs  orColumbiaoa  and  Stark,  two 
ti^usaDd  six  hundred  eighty-seven  dollars  and 
it^iy-two  cents. 

^5l*)o  the  coJDty  of  Jefferson,  one  thousand  nine 
Ijl^dred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  forty-two  cents. 

♦  f.^o  the  county  of  Warren,  two  thousand  ninety- 
i[i^  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

fi^a  the  county  of  8cioto,  four  hundred  twelve 
(i4*ars  and  twenty  seven  cents. 

?^  thecounty  ofLicking.seven  hundred  eighty- 
nj^>  dollars  and  thirteen  cents. 

Jjn  the  county  of  Guernsey,  two  hundred  thirty- 
i^tirn  dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

'^  the  county  of  Montgomery,  one  thousand 
fit^i^hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  one  cent. 

I^^i  the  county  of  Washington,  one  thousand 
sel.n  hundred  lorty-two  dollars  and  nine  cents. 

•  p  the  county  of  Muskingum,  one  thousand 
fitf 'hundred  forty  seven  dullars  and  forty-eight 

<|u  the  county  of  Pickaway,  one  thousand  two 
huidred  two  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

<f(i  the  county  of  Belmont,  one  thousand  one 
hu|dred  seventy-one  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

<^i)   the  county  of  Adams,  one   thousand   four 

« idred  thirty-three  dollars  and  forty-one  cents 
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ij^ureo  tnirty-three  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 
<ln  the  county  of  Clermont,  one  thousand  six 
j|^Jred  ninety-seven  dollars  eighty-eight  cents. 
<kii  the  county  of  Hamilton,  two  thousand  eight 


Wred    seventy-five    dollars   and    seventy-nine 

the  county  of  Miami,  four  hundred  twenty- 
Jollars  and  ten  cents. 

the  county  of  Preble,  three  hundred  twenty- 
5IX  Jollars  and  fifty  two  cents. 

U.   the  county  of  Butler,  one   thousand    three 
huii.'red  fifty-seven  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

Cube  county  of  Athens,  two  hundred  seventy- 
tW'y|ollars  and  three  cents.  • 

<J^  the  couBty  of  Gallia  five  hundred  two  dol- 
•arxiiod  fifty-seven  cents. 

tlj'the  county  of  Portage,  one  thousand  four 
hm./red  sixty-four  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

C^»  the  couiiiy  of  G«auga,  eight  hundred  fifty- 
tw^jjdollars  and  twenty-one  cents. 

(JV'  the  cour.ty  of  Cayahoga,  five  hundred  eight- 
eec  tfollars  and  fifty-tour  cents. 

Ojj  the  county  of  Trumbull,  including  Ashta- 
buU  two  thousand  two  hundred  seventy  dollars 
ancj    pur  cents. 

()  1,  the  county  of  Fairfield,  one  thousand  nine 
buD^ed  twenty-four  dollars  and  sixtv-one  cents. 

Mid  on  iht'  county  of  Fayette,  two  hundred 
eipl  ty-three  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

Vi^^iich  several  quotas  on  the  counties  of  the 
Sti,)f  of  Ohio,  are  exclusively  of  the  taxes  on 
land  lying  in  the  said  counties  respectively,  and 
owri  ;d  by  persons  not  residing  in  the  State. 

^  td  on  lands  owned  by  persons  not  residing  in 
ihei  ^aie,  sixty  one  thousand  five  hundred  twenty- 
D'O'  Jlollars  and  ninety-one  cents. 

I'  -V/u;  Slate   of  Kentucky.— Oti   the  county  of 

CljJ^e,  four  thousand  tight  hundred  sixteen  dol- 

lar^nd  eighty-three  cents. 

^  the  county  of  Estill,  three  hundred  fifiv 
?<JJoll .  -      .  ' 
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lars  and  twelve  cents. 


On  thecoonty  of  Montgomeiy,  two  thou-and  six 
hundred  fifty-eight  dollar?  and  ninety-fire  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bath,  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred twelve  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fleming,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  forty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Greenup,  eight  hundred  sev- 
enty-four dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Floyd,  six  hundred  sixty-five 
dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fayette,  fourteen  thousand 
five  hundred  eighty-five  dollars  and  twenty-eight 
cent*. 

On    the  county  of  Jessamine,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  five  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents. 
On    the   county   of  Woodford,   four    thousand 
seven  hundred  seven  dollars  and  thirty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Scott,  four  thousand  four  hun- 
dred forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Harrison,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  the  county  ^{  Pendleton,  seven  hundred 
twenty-one  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Campbell,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty-nine  dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Boone,  one  thousand  eighty- 
nine  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Gallatin,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  forty-six  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  four  thousand  six 
hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bourbon,  seven  thousand  one 
hundred  seventy-four  dollarsaiid  twenty-six  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Nicholas,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  twenty-five  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mason,  five  thousand  three 
hundred  eleven  dollars  and  nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bracken,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lewis,  six  hundred  fifty-seven 
dollars  and  sixty-lbur  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Livingston,  one  thousand 
three  hundred  sixty-one  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caldwell,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  ninety-seven  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Christian,  three  thousand  four 
hundred  seventy-sjx  dollars  and  one  cent. 

On  the  county  of  Breckenridge,  nine  hundred 
seventy-two  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Ohio,  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred sixty-three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents.      * 

On  the  coiiuty  of  Grayson,  five  hundred  twenty 
dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Muhlenberg,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Henderson,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  two  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hopkins,  nine  hundred  six- 
teen dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Union,  seven  hundred  six  dol- 
lars and  ninety-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Barron,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  three  thousand  one 
hundred  one  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 
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On   the  county  of  Logao,  four  thousand  two 

hundred  twelve  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Butler,  five  hundred  ninety- 
two  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  one   thousand 
seven  hundred  two  dollars  and  six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mercer,  five  thousand   eight 
hundred  eighty-five  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Garrard,  three  thousand  four 
bandred  twenty-three  dollars  and    thirty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Madison,  four  thousand  nine 
hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

On   the  county  of  Clay,  five  hundred  twenty- 
two  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bullitt,  one  thousand  nineteen 
dollars  and  forty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  eight  thousand  six 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  eighty-eight  eents. 

On  the  county  of  Henry,  two  thousand  three 
dollars  and  seventy  one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Shelby,  five  thousand  four 
hundred  thirty-one  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  fifiy-two  dollars  and  sixty-eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rockcastle,  five  hundred 
sixty  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Knox,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  eighteen  dollars  and  twenty-iwo  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pulaski,  one  thousand   two 
hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Wayne,  one  thousand   three 
hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Adair,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  eight  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Casey,  seven  hundred  one 
dollars  and  twenty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hardin,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  eighty-three  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Nelson,  five  thousand  one 
hundred  four  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  Three  thousand 

eight  hundred  fifty-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Greene,  two  thousand 

five  hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  ninety-four 

cents. 

Which  several  quotas  on  the  counties  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky  are  exclusively  of  the  taxes 
on  lands  lying  in  the  said  counties  respectively, 
and  owned  by  persons  not  residing  within  the 
Sute. 

And  on  lands  owned  by  persons  not  residing 
in  the  State,  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred 
ninety-three  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents. 

The  assessment  on  and  distribution  among  the 
said  lands  of  which  sum  shall  be  made,  any  pro- 
yisioQ  in  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, by  the  assessor  of  that  district  in  the  said 
State,  which  includes  the  town  of  Frankford, 
from  the  list  of  said  lands,  as  entered  for  payment 
of  taxes  with  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  from  such  other 
information  as  he  may  be  able  to  obtain;  and  on 
failure  to  pay  the  said  tax  in  the  manner  pro- 
tided  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  the  sale 
13th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 87 


of  the  said  lands  being  previously  advertised  ac- 
cording tu  the  said  laws,  shall  be  mad^by  the 
collector  of  that  district,  which  includes  the  said 
town,  at  the  capital  therein. 

In  the  State  of  South  Carolina.— On  the  dis- 
trict of  Charleston,  forty-seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Colleton,  twelve  thousand 
nine  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars  and  twenty- 
seven  cents.  ' 

On  the  district  of  Beaufort,  fifteen  thousand 
four  hundred  twenty  dollars  and  seventv-three 
cents.  ' 

On  the  district  of  Barnwell,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Orangeburg,  four  thousand 
SIX  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Lexington,  two  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  RichlanxJ.  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Edgefield,  five  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Abbeville,  four  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Pendleton,  two  thousaud  one 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Greenville,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  five  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

On   the  district  of  Spartanburg,  two  thousand 
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dred  and  seventy  dollars. 
On  the  district  of  Union,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On    the   district   of  York,  one  thousand    five 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Chester,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Laurens,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Newberry,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Fairfield,  two  thousand  ei<rht 
hundred  dollars.  " 

On  the  district  of  Lancaster,  nine  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars. 

On   the  district   of  Kershaw,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Sumter,  six  thousand  and 
thirty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Chesterfield,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Darlington,  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Georgetown,  eleven  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Horry,  one  thousand  and 
sixty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Marion,  three  thousand  and 
ten  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Williamsburg,  iwo  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

And  on  the  district  of  Marlborough,  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

/n  the  State  of  Tennessee.— On  the  county  of 
Washington,  two  thousand  four  hundred  ninety- 
two  dollars. 
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sell,  eight   hundred 


t^iOn  yie  county  of  Sullivan,  two  thousand  two 
tJ^ndrOT  five  dollars. 

On  ibe  county  of.  Greene,  three  thousand  one 
,  ndred  twenty-seven  dollars. 
iOn  the  county  of  Hawkins,  two  thousand  four 
jjndred  sixly-one  dollars. 

'.On  the  county  of  Carter,  one  thousand  three 
i^ndred  forty-nine  dollars. 
'  "n   the  county  of  Cooke,  one   thousand    six 
.indred  ^fiy-nine  dollars. 

On   the  county  of  Knox,   three  thousand  two 
ndred  dollars  sevpnty-five  cents. 
^On  the  county  of  iJefierson,  two  thousand  three 
rlmdred  fifty-three  dollars  and  seventeen  cents. 
vOn  the  county  of  Sevier,  one  thousand  four 
Ir^ndred  eighty  dolljirs. 

On  the  county  of  Blount,  two  thousand  eight 
I  jndred  forty-six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Granger,  two  thousand  and 
s  |ity  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Claiborne,  one  thousand  five 
U  indred  and  forty-five  dollars. 

On  the  couQty  of  Anderson,  one  thousand  two 
I,  'Odred  seventy-five  dollars. 
TOn    the   county  of  Camph 
j^;y-nine  dollars. 
tOn  the  county  of  Roan,  one  thousand   seven 
Ifindred  ninety-seven  dollars, 
f  On  the  county  ot  Bledsoe,  one  thousand  and 
tjrty-nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Rhea,  eight   hundred  and 
X  dollars. 

|0n  the  county  of  Smith,  five  thousand  six  hun- 
ted twenty-six  dollars. 

iOa  the  countv  of  Jackson,  two  thousand  six 
Ifiudred  nine  dollars. 

jOn  the  county  of  Overton,  two  thousand  seven 
fVndred  twenty-five  dollars. 
\0n  the  county  of  White,  one  thousand   nine 
indred  forty-four  dollars. 

[On  the  county  of  Warren,  two  thousand  seven 
Jndred  sixty-five  dollars. 

[On  the  county  of  Franklin,  two  thousand  seven 
Tindred  sixty-seven  dollars. 
|0n  the  county  of  Bedford,  three  thousand  nine 
•  ndred  eighty-one  dollars. 

JOn  the  county  of  Lincoln,  two  thousand  nine 
itundred  forty- eight  dollars. 
lOn  the  county  of  Suraner,  six   thousand  six 
irJ^odred  sixty  dollans. 
[On   the  county  of  Davidson,  seven  thousand 
re  hundred  thirty-nine  dollars. 
|0n   the  county  of  Williamson,  six  thousand 
ee  hundred  fifty-three  dollars. 
^  jpn   the  county  of  Rutherford,  four   thousand 
ij^e  hundred  fifty-eight  dollars, 
if  On  the  county  of  Wilson,  five  thousand  seven 
/Vgndred  seventy-three  dollars. 
Tt)n   the  county  of  Maury,  five   thousand  and 
|t|fee  dollars.* 

^Dn  the  county  of  Giles,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
{jr>d  ninety-six  dollars. 

i^Dn  the  county  of  Hickman,  one  thousand  two 
Jjjidred  forty-seven  dollars. 
^Vn  the  county  of  Humphries,  seven  hundred 
tfatu  thirty  dollars,    i 

T  I 


On  the  county  of  Stewart,  two  thousand  fifty- 

eight  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Dixon,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  eighty-one  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  seventy-four  dollars. 

And  on  the  county  of  Robertson,  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  eleven  dollars. 

In  the  Slate  of  Georgia.— On  the  county  of 
Chatham,  nineteen  thousand  three  hundred  fif- 
teen dollars  and  thirty-five  cent*. 

On  the  county  of  Bryan,  nine  hundred  fifty-one 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Liberty,  three  thousand  fifty- 
eight  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mcintosh,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  forty-eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Glynn,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  twenty-three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Camden,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wayne,  two  hundred  fifty- 
two  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Effingham,  eight  hundred 
forty-six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Bullock,  six  hundred  forty- 
one  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Tatnall,  four  hundred  sev- 
enty dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Scriven.  one  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Burke,  three  thousand  six 
hundred  one  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Richmond,  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  four  dollars  and  eighfy-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  seventy-eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  sixiy-tive  dollars  and  five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  six  hundred 
seventy  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Columbia,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  sixty-six  dollars  and  forty-two 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hancock,  four  thousand 
nineteen  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  twelve  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wilkes,  four  thousand  six 
hundred  eighty-two  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Elbert,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  ninety-hve  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-two 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Oglethorpe,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  eight  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jackson,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  forty-four  centj. 
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On  the  county  of  Clark,  two  thousand  twenty- 
four  dollars  and  one  cent. 

On  thecouniy  of  Morgan,  two  thousand  twenty- 
one  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Laurens,  four  hundred  sev- 
enty-five dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pulaski,  six  hundred  and 
sixty-four  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Wilkinson,  including  the 
county  of  Telfair,  five  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars 
and  thirty-three  cents. 

Onthecouniyof  Twiggs,eight  hundred  eighty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Baldwin,  three  thousand  ten 
dollars  and  nineteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jones,  one  thousand  five  huri- 
dred  seventy  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Putnam,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  fifty  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Randolph,  now  called 
Jasper,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eight  dollars 
and  forty-nine  cents. 

In  the  State  of  Louisiana.— On  the  parish  of 
Orleans,  ten  thousand  six  hundred  fifty-seven  dol- 
lars fifty-five  cents.  '  | 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Bernard  two  hundred 
thirty-six  dollars  forty  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Plaquemine.  three  hundred 
seventy-five  dollars  fifteen  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Sr.  Charles,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  seventy-seven  cents.  I 

On   the   parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  eight  i 
hundred  nine  dollars  ninety  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  James,  eight  hundred 
nine  dollars  ninety  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Ascension,  six  hundred  thirty-  ! 
seven  dollars  eighty-six  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Assumption,  four  hundred 
and  ninety-four  dollars  forty-five  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  La  Fourche.  interior,  four 
hundred  fifty-two  dollars. 

On  the  parish  of  Iberville,  five  hundred  ei<yhty 
dollars  fifty  cents.  * 

On  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rou^e.  three 
hundred  eighty-five  dollars  fifty-one  cenTs, 

On  the  parish  of  Feliciana,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  eighty-three  dollars  forty-one  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge,  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  fifty-four  dollars. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Helena,  three  hundred 
fifty-one  dollars  ten  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Tammany,  two  hundred 
thirty-six  dollars  forty  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  ninety-nine  dollars  twenty-two 
cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Concordia,  five  hundred  eight 
dollars  eighty-two  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Warren,  one  hundred  nintty- 
one  dollars  sixty  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Ouachita,  eight  hundred 
thirty-one  dollars  seventy  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Rapides,  one  thousand  nine 
dollars  forty-eight  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  two  hundred  four- 
teen dollars  eighty-eight  cents. 


On  the  parish  of  Catahoula,  one  hundred  forty- 
one  dollars  eighty  cents. 

On   the   parish  of  Nacbitoches,  one   thousand 
seventy-nine  dollars  forty-five  cents. 

On  the   parish  of  St.   Landrey,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  one  dollars  four  cents, 
I      On    the    parish   of  St.   Martin,   one   thousand 
three  dollars  eighteen  cents.     And 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  five  hundred  eighty- 
nine  dollars  fifteen  cents. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
amount  of  taxes  which  by  virtue  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  for  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  direct   taxes  and  internal   duties,  and  of  this 
act,  should  be  laid  and  collected  on  non-residents' 
lands,  so  called,  in  the   State  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio  shall  be  ascertained  and  levied  in  the  same 
manner,  and   at   the  same   rates    respectively,  as 
they   were  by   the   laws  of  those   Slates   in   the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven;  and  lands  in 
that  year  entered  for  taxation  as  non-residents' 
lands,  which  since  that  tinae  may  have  been  sold 
and  transferred  to  residents,  or  where  the  owners 
of  such   lands   may  have   become    residents,  and 
I  have  had  their  lands  entered  for  taxation,  as  resi- 
'  dents,  the  tax  on  the  same  shall  be  collected  as 
the  tax  on  non-residents'  lands:  Provided,  In  all 
cases  where  sales  and  transfers  shall  have  been 
made  as  aforesaid,  or  where  non-residents  have 
become  residents,  if  they  reside  on  the  lands  for- 
I  raerly  entered  as  non-residents'  lands,  they  shall 
i  have  notice  from  the  collector,  as  in  other  cases 
of  residents.     And  if  the  amount  thus  laid  shall 
'■  in  either  of  the  said  States,  exceed  or  fall  short 
I  of  the  amount  fixed    by  this  act  as  the  quota  to 
I  be  laid  on  non-resident-,'  lands  in  the  said  States 
respectively,  the  difference  shall,  in  the  next  ensu- 
I  ing  direct  tax  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
;  States,  be  deducted  from  or  added  to  the  quota  of 
such  Slate,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  4.    And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the 
said  tax  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  in  the  man- 
ner provided,  and  by  the  officers  to  be  appointed 
tinder  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  entitled 
"An  act  for  ihe  assesment  and  collection  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties:"  Provided,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  State  of  Ohio  six  addi- 
tional collectors,  who  shall  collect  the  tax  due  from 
non-resident  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  .said  Slate, 
shall   have  the  sanae  districts  assigned   them  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  reside  at  the  same 
places  which  are  or  may  be  designated  for  sim- 
ilar officers    under  the   State  authority,  and  in 
other  respects  shall   be  under  the  .same  rules  and 
regulations,  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  and 
forfeitures  as  are  provided  by  the  above  recited 
act. 

Sec.  5.    And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
I  principal  assessors   shall   issue   their  precepts  to 
I  the  assistant  assessors  for  the   purpose  of  carry- 
I  ing  iuto  effect  this  act  on   the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary  next,  and  the  assessments  shall  have  refer- 
ence to  that  day. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
Slate  may  vary,  by  an  act  of  its  legislature,  the 
respective  quotas  imposed  by  this  act  on  its  sev- 
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2*^1  coaoties  or  districts,  so  as  more  equally  and 
viiitably  to  apportion  the  tax  hereby  inaposed; 
sCd  the  lax  laid  by  this  act  shall  be  levied  and 
AClected  in  conforrriity  with  such  alteraiions  and 
*4riaiions,  as  if  the  same  made  part  of  this  act, 
A^videJ  that  an  authenticated  copy  thereof  be 
Kposiied  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
^;Y  prior  to  the  first  of  April  next;  in  which 
,jy,e  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary  to 
^e  notice  thereof  to  the  proper  principal  col- 

ll^ors  in  such  StatP.  ...^  ^v...„  „i 

tt'EC.  7.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  '  hundred  and  nine. 
Jlinte  may  pay  its  quota  inio  the  Treasury  of  the        Braxton  Carter,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
ynited  States,  and  thereon  shall  be  entitled  to  a    month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  January  one 
(*!if(Juction  of  fifteen  per  centum  if  paid  before  the     thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
r^th  day  of  February  next,  and  of  ten   per  cen-        Patrick   Logan,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
^|^;*i,  if  paid   before   the  first  day  of  May,  in  the    '^'■•- ' 


Benjamin  Brock  way,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
eleventh  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve. 

Paul  Bebee,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  seventh  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen. 

Zachariah  Sherwood,  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  thirteenth  of  December,  one  thousand  eieht 

k.._J I I    _. o 


?^c  year:  Provided.   That  notice  of  the  inten 

t<ftjfj  of  making  such   payment  be  given  to   the 
^ . 


fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on   the  first 
of  January,    one    thousand    eight    hundred    and 
-•    ••■-■•■..5^  -V.,,,.   po J  Lu 1. 11 1,  uc  ^iTcu   lu   luc  I  thirteen. 

reiary  of  the  Treasury  one   month    prior  to  .      Joseph   Davidson,  at    the  rate  of  two  dollars 
h  payment ;  and  in  case  of  payment  so  made    fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twen 

shall  eive    notice    thereof   to    Ihp  nrinrinal  a<.      lu-fliird  nf  Tanner. r    ,,„o    tk«.. I  -■     u-   I j^. 


^.shail  give  notice  thereof  to  the  principal  as 
i'^ors  and  collector*  of  such  States;  and  no  fur 
tjtf  proceedings  shall  thereafter   be   had   under 
(aj*.  act  m  such  State. 

Mec.    8.    And  be  it  further  enacted.    That   if 
tltber  the  Slates  of  Ohio  or  Louisiana  shall  pay 


ty-third  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve. 

John  Jourdan.  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

James  Russell,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 


^r" ' v^  w.  .v^.j.v/ V.I    i^uuisiaud  aimii  pay  |      ./aiiics  i\ussfii,  ai  me  rate  01  nve  dollars  per 

jtquota,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  pre- !  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-first  day 
tjliog  section,  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  be  |  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
iW  ihey  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered    twelve. 


t^coliect  of  all  the  purchasers  of  public  lands. 
ui-Jer  any  law  of  the  United  States,  a  just  and 
e^-*al  proportion  of  the  quota  of  said  States, 
^^ectively,  the  compact  between  the  United 
^tes  and  the  said  States  to  the  contrary  not- 
^^.^hstanding. 
^Approved,  August  2,  1813. 


Nathaniel  Henry,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Abraham  Merryfield,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Joshua  Patrick,  at  the  rale  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Jonathan  Morris,  at  the  rate  often  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Samuel  White,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  named  persons  already 
placed  on   the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 


ij       An  Act  cenccrning  Invalid  Pentioners. 

xBe  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
>Ttand  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  place  thefollow- 
i^  named  persons  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid 
l^jiftsioners  of  the  United  Slates,  who  shall  be  en- 
tSied  to  and  receive  pensions,  according  to  the 
v^s  and  commencing  at  the  times  herein  men- 
^pied,  that  is  to  say  : 

-f^enjainin  Randall,  at  ihe  rate  of  five  dollars 
ftc*  month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  day 
4f«fFebruary,  one  thousand  eight   hundred  and 

ri^jteen.  .  ,„atcu  uii   me  peusiuii  iisi  oi   me  united  states, 

•£t»eorge  Hill,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and  I  whose  claims  for  an  increase  of  pension  have 
^.iipnty-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  been  transmitted  to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act 
tijl^  twenty-fifth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight     '       "  ' 

Viidred  and  thirteen. 

••^^eonard  Clarke,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
pi^t  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  day 
(4' January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
rj^rteen. 

%l>orge  Shannon^ at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
<5il  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
'f^ii'^"^  thousand  et^ht  hundred  and  thirteen. 
^  Jiezekiah  Thornd.ike,  at  the  rale  of  three  dol- 
lars thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month, 
:i-)*commence  on  the  first  of  May,  one  thousand 
Jfhi  hundred  and  twelve. 


for  that  purpose,  be  increased  to  the  sums  herein 
respectively  annexed  to  their  names,  the  said  in- 
crease to  commence  at  the  times  herein  men- 
tioned, and  to  be  instead  of  the  pensions  they  at 
present  receive,  that  is  to  say  : 

Ebenezer  Bean,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Samuel  Morrell.  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  eleventh  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve. 

Moses  Trussel,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
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month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-first  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 
Samuel  le  Count,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
wr  month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

Josiah  Jones,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Stephen  Everts,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  May. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Amazian  Chappell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  seventh  of  February,  one  thou.'-and  eight 
hundred  and  eleven. 

Samuel  Siillman.  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  xNovember,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Is;ael  Dibble,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  December,  one  thou.sand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve. 

Samuel  Sawyer,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve. 

Jacob  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
an  half  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Benjamin  Tower,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

John    Talraau,  alias   Tallraan,  at    the  rate  of 
five  dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first 
of  February,  one   thousand  eight  hundred   and 
thirteen. 

Younger  Grady,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Approved,  March  2,  1813. 


An  Act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise. 
Beit  enacted,  fc,  That  every  person  who  shall 
deal  in  the  selling  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, except  such  as  are  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  inanufaclure,  of  the  United  States,  and 
except  surh  as  are  sold  by  the  importer  thereof, 
in  the  original  cask,  case,  box,  or  package,  where- 
in the  same  shall  have  been  imported,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be,  a  retail 
dealer  in  merchandise,  within  the  meaning  of 
this  act  ;  thai  every  person  who  shall  deal  in°the 
selling  of  wines  in  a  less  quantity  or  in  less  quan- 
tities at  one  time  than  thirty  gallons,  except 
the  importer  in  the  original  eask,  case,  box,  or 
package,  wherein  the  same  shall  have  been  im- 
ported, shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  de- 
clared to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act ;  and  that  every  person  who 
shall  deal  in  the  selling  of  any  distilled  spirituous 


liquors  in  less  quantities  than  twenty  gallons  at 
one   time,  shall   be  deemed  to  be,  and   hereby  is 
declared  to  be.  a  retail  dealer  in  distilled  spiritu- 
ous  liquors.     Provided,  always,    That   nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
physicians,  apothecaries,  surgeons,  or  chemists,  as 
to  any  wines  or  spirituousliquors  which  they  may 
use  in  the  preparation  or  making   up  of  medi- 
cines for   sick,  lame,  or   diseased    persons  only; 
or  to  the  sale  of  domestic  spirits  sold  in  quanti- 
ties not  less  than  five  gallons  at  the  place  where 
the  same  shall   have   been   distilled,  and  by  the 
person  or  persons  to  whom  a  license  for  distilling 
the  same  shall   have  been   granted  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall 
be  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  distilled  spirituous 
liquors,  or  merchandise,  as  above  described  or  de- 
fined, shall,  before  the  said  day,  and  every  person 
who,  after  the  said  day,  shall  become  or  intend  to 
become  such  retail  dealer  as  aforesaid,  shall,  be- 
fore he  shall  begin  to  sell  by  retail  as  aforesaid, 
any  wine,  distilled  spirituousliquors.  or  merchan- 
dise, apply  for  and  obtain  from  the  collector  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 

internal  duties,"forihecollectiondistrict  in  which 
such  person  resides,  one  or  more  licenses,  as  the 
case  may  be,  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  sell- 
ing by  retail  as  aforesaid  ;  which  licenses,  respect- 
ively, shall  be  granted   for  the  term  of  one  year 
upon  the  payment   for  each  licen.se,  respectively' 
of  the  duty  by  this  act  laid  on  such  license,  and 
shall  be  renewed  yearly  upon  the  payment  of  the 
like  sum  for  each  license.  And  if  any  person  shall 
after  the  said  day.  deal  in  the  selling  of  wines,  dis- 
tilled spirituous  liquors,  or  merchandise,  by  retail 
as  above  described  and  defined,  without  having  a 
license  tkerefor  as  aforesaid,  continuing  in  force 
such  person  shall,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of 
the  duty,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and   fifty  dollars,   to  be  recovered  with   costs  of 
suit.     And  no  such  license  shall  be  sufficient  for 
the  selling  of  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors  or 
merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  by  retail,  at  more  than 
one  place  at  the  same  time  ;  but  any  person  who 
by  color  of  such  license,  shall  sell  any  wines,  dis- 
tilled spirituous  liquors,  or  merchandise,  as  afore- 
said, at  more   than  one  place  at  the  same   time 
shall  be  deemed   to  be,  in  respect  to  such  of  the 
said  articles  as  he  or  she  shall  so  sell  at  more 
than  one  place  at   the  same  time,  a  retail  dealer 
therein,  as  the  case  may  be,  without  license,  and 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  like  sura  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  the 
duty,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  within  their 
respective  districts,  to  grant  licenses  for  retailing 
which  licenses  shall  be  marked  with  a  mark  de- 
noting the  rate  of  the  duty  thereupon,  and  shall 
be  signed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue 
and  being  countersigned  by  the  collector,  who 
shall  issue  the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  is- 
sued, shall   be  granted   to  any  person  who  shall 
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ii^fire  the  same,  upon  application  in  writing,  and 
l^iOn  payment  of  the  sum  or  duty  payable  by  tbis 
li^i  upon  each  license  requested:  Provided  al- 
i^ys.  That  no  license  shall  be  granted  to  any 
•^hon  to  sell  wines,  distilled  fpirituous  liquors, 
1^  merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  who  is  prohibited 
o  ^ell  tlie  same  by  any  State. 
jc^EC.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the 
duties  shall   be  paid  on   the  licenses 


shall,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales 
die  by  reason  of  any  wound  received  in  actual' 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  and  leave  a  widow 
or  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under  sixieea 
years  of  age.  such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such 
child  or  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half 
the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  en- 
titled at  the  time  of  his  death,  for  and  during  the 
terra  of  five  years;  but  in  case  of  the  death  or 
intermarriage  of  such  widow,  before  the  expira- 


f^vJwing 

^Jwivemeniioned.  viz  . 

»ft,")n  retailers  of  merchandise,  including  wines 
a^  spirits,   if  in  cities,   towns,  or  villages,  con- 
t^Jjing,  within    the   limits  of  one   mile  square,  ,  .......  ^^    ^....u.ru  ui  such  ueceasea  omcer  •   l^ro 

n^re  than  one  hundred  families,  twenty-five  dol- 1  vxded  always,  That  such  half  pay  shall  cease  on 
Ij*;  of  wines  alone,   twenty  dollars;  of  spirits  |  the  death  of  such  child  or  children 

twenty  dollars;  of  domestic  spirits  alone,         Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted    That  if  any 


tion  of  ihe  said  term  of  five  years,  the  half  pay 
for  the  remainder  of  the  time,  shall  go  to  the 
child  or  children  of  such  deceased  oflScer  :   Pro 


>«i»'^-       .        ,  , , 

fi^^en  dollars:  of  merchandise  other  than  wines  ,  oflScer,    non-commis'sioned   officer     musician    or 
z\f^  spirits,  fiheen  dollars.  ' ''    '  ■  -  '  ' 


^^  ....... .  private,  of  the  militia,  or  of  any  volunteer  corps. 

^fanyoiher  place  than  cities,  towns,  or  villages,  shall  be  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
ct*Jaining,  within  the  limits  of  one  mile  square,  '  the  actual  service  of  the  United  Slates  while  in 
ir'te  than  one  hundred  families:  on  retailers  of ;  the  line  of  his  duty,  he  shall,  upon  substantiating 


including  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen    his  claim  in  the  manner  described  by  an  act  en- 


mni^handise 

dollars;  of  wines  and  "spirits,  fifteen  dollars;  of  |  titled  "An  act  to  provide"  foV 'persons  wh'o" we're 
spifjts  alone    twelve  dollars;  of  domestic  spirits  ,  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Rev- 
afou|e,    ten   dollars  ;  cf   merchandise  other   than     olutionary  war."   passed   the  tenth  day  of  Aoril 
w;fl,s  and  spirits,  ten  dollars.  |  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  be  placed  on 

.Si;c.  5.  And  be  It  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  |  the  list  of  invalids  of  the  United  States  at  such 
bft  t^e  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re-  rate  of  pension,  and  under  such  re^^ulations  as  are 
spkctive districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized.  '  provided  by  the  said  act,  or  as  may  hereafter  be 
tcr Collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to  !  provided  by  law:  Provided  always  That  the 
p^^-cute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  for  compensation  to  be  allowed  for  such' wounds  or 
thf.Jecovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be  i  disabilities,  to  a  commissioned  officer,  shall  not 
fo^f.Med  by  virtue  of  ihis  act.  And  all  fines,  pen-  '  exceed,  for  the  highest  rate  of  disability  half  the 
alia?,  and  forleitures  which  shall  be  incurred  by  monthly  pay  of  such  officer,  at  the  time  of  his 
lo^f.;  ol  this  act.  snail  and  may  be  sued  for  and  '  being  wounded  or  disabled,  and  that  no  officer 
rex^^ered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  shall  receive  more  than  the  half  pay  of  a  lieuten- 
of  (/,e  CO  lector  with. n  whose  district  any  such  |  ant  colonel ;  and  that  the  rate  of  compensation 
fiae^  penalty  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  in-  to  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  nri- 
cui^d  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  one  moiety  |  vates,  shall  not  exceed  five  dollars  per  month  •  And 
tbe^vol  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  \  provided  also,  That  all  inferior  di5abilities'shali 
^r  Tf  '^^.^'^'y  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  who.  |  entitle   the  persons  so  disabled    to  receive  an  al- 


if  ;^fcollector.  shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  a 
cc^fc'ctor  shall  first  inform,  of  the  cause,  matter, 
or|.|;;iing.  whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  for- 
fefatere,  shall  have  been  incurred  ;  and  where  the 
ciif^j;  of  action  or  complaint  shall  arise  or  ac- 
cri*'more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from  thejiear- 
esij^ace  by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a 
dii&iict  court,  within  ttiedistrict  in  which  th'esame 
sh«f^  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may 
be^j^d  beforeany  court  of  the  State,  holden  within 
th»^|iid  district,  having  jurisdiction  in  like  ca?es. 

Ji^c.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
sh'ij ■'continue  in  force  until  the  termination  of  the 
wa|in  which  the  United  Stales  are  now  engaged 
Wj#Lthe  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ire'^^d  and  ihe  dependencies  thereof,  for  one  year 
thiiSafter  and  no  longer. 

-ijfproved,  August  2,  1813. 

t  ^ 

Ai^ViCt  to  provide  for  th&  widows  and  orphans  of  militia 

>,->Jn,  and  for  militia  disabled  in   the  service  of  lh« 
Wilted  Sutes. 

jIlU^^  enacted,  ^c,  That  if  any  commissioned 
oi^**r  of  the  militia,  or  of  any  volunteer  corps, 


lowance  proportionate  to  the  highest  disability. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  have 
effect  from  and  after  the  eighteenth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Sec.  4.  And  ()€  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
sixth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
and  organize  certain  volunteer  military  corps," 
passed  the  sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed.  ^ 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 


It 


An  Act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  raiae 
ten  additional  companies  of  Rangers. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  each  of  the  ten  com- 
panies authorized  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
raise  ten  additional  companies  of  rangers."  shall 
consist  of  one  captain,  one  first,  one  second,  one 
third  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  five  sergeants,  six 
corporals,  and  ninety  privates. 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
late  United  States'  brig  Vixen. 

Be  it  enacted.  <fr.,  That  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy  Department  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized and  required  to  assume  the  day  of  the  de- 
parture of  the  brig  Vixen,  from  a  port  in  the 
United  States,  on  her  last  cruise,  as  the  day  on 
which  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
said  brig  shall  be  finally  settled  and  balanced: 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  deprive  the  said  officers  and  crew 
of  any  claims  to  further  payment  than  isallowed 
by  this  act,  which  may,  on  satisfactory  proof,  ap- 
pear to  be  just. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  allow  and  pay,  unto  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  said  brig,  such  sum  of  money  as,  in 
his  judgment,  may  be  due  to  them  for  their  pay. 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 


cause  to  be  sold  certain  lots  of  ground  in  the 

borough  of  Pittsburg,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, being  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  same  on  which  Fort  Fayette  now  stands,  the 
proceeds  whereof  are  hereby  appropriated,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President,  to  the  erection  of 
arsenals,  armories,  and  laboratories. 
Approved,  August  2,  1813. 


An  Act  authoriring  the  payment  for  wagons  and 
teams,  captured  or  destroyed  bv  the  enemy  at 
Detroit. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  every  person  who  has 
sustained  damages  by  the  loss  of  his  wagon  and 
team,  or  either  of  them,  without  any  fault  or  neg- 
ligence on  his  part,  while  the  same  were  actually 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  baggage  or  sup- 
plies for  the  army  under  the  comma"nd  of  Briga- 
dier General  William  Hull,  during  ihe  Sumrner 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and 
which  were  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
on  the  surrender  of  said  army  at  Detroit,  shall  be 
allowed  the  value  of  such  wagon  and  team,  or 
either  of  them,  lost  as  aforesaid  ;  the  facts  of  the 
loss  of  the  same,  as  well  as  the  value  thereof,  to 
be  ascertained  in  such  manner,  and  on  such  evi- 
dence, as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  | 
direct;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  I 

Approved.  August  2.  1813.  I 


An  Act  for  reducing  the  duties  payable  on  prize 
goods  captured  by  the  private  armed  vessels  ot  the 
United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  on  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  captured  from  the  enemy,  and 
made  good  and  lawful  prize  of  war,  by  any  pri- 
vate armed  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
having  a  commission  for  making  captures  upoa 
the  enemy,  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and 
brought  into  the  United  States  or  their  Territo- 
ries, there  shall  be  allowed  a  deduction  of  thirty- 
three  and  one-third  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
duties  at  present  imposed  by  law. 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 


An  Act  supplemenUry  to  the   act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  in  addition  to  the 
present  number  allowed  by  law,  as  many  Depu- 
ty Commissaries  of  Ordnance  may  be  appointed, 
not  exceeding  five,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  deem  necessary  to  the  public  service 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rank,  pay,  emol- 
uments, rations,  and  forage,  as  are  provided  by 
the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  appoinUnent,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, of  certain  officers  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  such  of  the  officers  of 
the  five  regiments  authorized  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto, 
passed  the  fifth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  as  may  not  be  appointed 
during  the  present  session;  which  appointments 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  ses- 
sion, for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  sundry  loU,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  in  the  borough  of  Pitts- 
burg. 

,,^«»'^^c/ed«fc..  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  to 


An  Act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
seven  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  seven  millions  five  hundred  thous- 
and dollars,  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  mo- 
neys now  in  the  Treasury,  or  which  may  be  re- 
ceived from  other  sources,  to  defray  any  expenses 
which  have  been,  or  which  may  be,  authorized 
for  the  service  of  the  years  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen  and  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  for  which  appropria- 
tions have  been  or  may  be  made  bv  law  during 
those  years:  Provided,  That  no  engagement  or 
contract  shall  be  entered  into  which  shall  pre- 
clude the  United  Slates  from  reimbursing  any 
suni  or  sums  thus  borrowed,  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration  of  twelve  years,  from  the  first  day  of 
January  next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be.  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted 
certificates  of  stock,  signed  by  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  or  by  a  Commissioner  of  Loans,  for  the 
sum  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  or  for  any  part 
thereof,  and  the  same  to  be  sold :  Provided,  That 
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■  *"«'l"';'fi"'^  '^»"  ^  so'd  at  a  rate  less  than  ]  Columbia  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum  authorized 
ejyty-e.gh,  per  centum  or  eighty -e.ght  dollar*  to  be  borrowed  by  vmueof  th.s  act.  any  W  ?„ 
itf^ioney  for  one  hundred  dollars  in  Slock.     And  ' --•■ -^ -l---    "^  -  • -uyniing  in 

tl^^Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  to  be 
*  fi  before  Congress,  on  the  drst  Monday  in  Feb- 
my,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 
y^  soon  thereafter  as  Congress  may  be  in  ses- 
ff  an  account  of  all  the   moneys  obtained  by 
(sale  of  the  certificates  of  stock  in  manner 
esaid.  together  with  a  statement  of  the  rate 
«l|#hich  thb  same  m)y  have  been  sold 
^'*:c.  3.   Ami  be  it  further  enacted.    That 


nd  I  any  of  their  charters  of  locorporaiion  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
Approved,  August  2,  1813. 

An  Act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  bants,  bankeri,  and 
cerUm  companies  ;  on  notea,  bonds,  and  obligations 
discounted  by  banks,  bankera,  and  certain  compa- 
niea ;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descrip- 
tiona.  '^ 

the  I      Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  last 


dietary  of  the  Treasury  be.  an.  he  .s  hereby,  day  of  De^Tbernext  ^h^V^sU  itl;  d  " 
a^iorized  with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  lected,  and  pa.d.  throughout  the  United  Sutes 
of|..e  United  States,  to  employ  an  agent  or  agents  the  several  stamp  duties  following  viz  For  everv' 
fc^^e  purpose  of  obiaining  subscriptions  to  the  skin  or  piece  of\ellum,  or  parcliment  or  sheeL 
Io.*u  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part  I —i—-^ ..^       '.     parcurneni,  or  sHeei, 


A  com- 
one    per 


oPtthe  stock  created  by  virtue  thereof! 

ni»^jon   not  exceeding  one  quarter   of ^.. 

cctg  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for  which  sub- 
scStions  shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  may,  by 
thX»$ecretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such 
■?«'  or  agents;  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty J^yo  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
m^ji.eys  m  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
at^i  ,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the 
ac^uni  of  such  commission  or  commissions  as 
m>A*be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defraying  the 
ex^ses  of  printing  and  issuing  the  subscription 
ce^cate.-!,  and  certificates  of  slock,  and  other 
exf^Qses  incident  to  the  receiving  of  subscrip- 
Ik  U;  and  completing  the  loan  authorized  by  this 

W'  '^^  *^'"'  ^  '"^  further  enacted,  That  so 
mwji  of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appro- 
prljuon  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  for  the  pay- 
mtfc  of  the  liriocipal  and  interest  of  the  public 
dej  jof  the  United  States,  as  may  be  wanted  for 
th;,^urpose,  afier  satisfying  the  sums  necessary 
for^e  payment  of  the  interest  and  such  part  of 
tht  ;irincipal  of  saiddvbt  as  ihe  United  Slates  are 
no^;  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is 
aej^ip  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment 
ol  i^je  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
pri|(.5ipal  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by 
vir-lJe  of  this  act.  It  shall  accordingly  be  the  du- 
ty srsthe  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
to  be  applied  and  paid  out  of  the  said  fund, 
■  such  sum  and  sums 

to  discharge  the  int 

Jiock.  and  to  reimburse  the  principal  as  the 

kvshall   become  due.  and  may  be  discharged 

iformity  wiih  the   terms  of  the  loan  ;  and 

ue  further  authorized  lo  apply,  from  time 

to  ^ie 

tb 


^ ment,  or 

or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which  shall  be  written  or 
printed  any  or  eiiher  of  the  instruments  of  wi  uio£ 
lollowing,  to  wit : 

On  any  promissory  note  or  notes,  payable  eiiher 
to  bearer  or  order,  issued  by  any  of  the  banks  or 
companies  who  i.ssu^  and  discount  noies.  bonds, 
or  obligaiious.  either  incorporated  or  not  incor- 
porated, which  now  are  or  may  hereafter  be  es- 
tabhshed  in  ihe  United  States,  or  by  any  banker 
or  bankers,  according  to  the  following  scale,  viz : 

If  not  exceeding  one  dollar,  one  cent. 

If  above  one  dollar,  and  not  exceeding  two  dol- 
lars, iwo  cents. 

If  above  two  and  not  exceeding  three  dollars, 
three  cents. 

If  above  three  and  not  exceeding  five  dollars 
five  cents. 

If  above  five  and  not  exceeding  ten  dollars,  ten 
cents. 

If  above  ten  and  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars 
twenty  cents. 

If  above  twenty  and  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars, 
fifty  cents. 

If  above  fifty  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  one  dollar. 

If  above  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  five  dollars.    * 

If  above  five  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  fen  dollars. 

If  above  one  thousand  dollars,  fifty  dollars. 
On  any  bond,  obligation,  or  promissory  note  or 
VrM  u°'?'    "0'    'ssued    by   any   bank,  companies,    or 
as  may  be  annually    banker  as  aforesaid,  discounted  by  any  such  bank 
t  accruing  on  the    companies,  or  banker,  and  on  any  foreign  or  in- 
land bill  or  bills  of  exchange  above  fifty  dollars 


,  such  sum  or  sums,  out  of  the  said  fund,  as 
think   Drooer.   towards   rpclppmincr  by 


^may  ttnuk  proper, 
pUylase,  and  at  a  price  not  above  par,  the  prin 
opfLof  the  said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof.     And 
thOiith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged 


and  having  one  or  more  endorsers,  according'"  to 
the  following  scale,  viz:  * 

If  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  five  cents. 

if  above  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  dollars,  ten  cents.  ° 

If  above  two  hundred  and  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  twenty-five  cents. 

If  above  five  hundred  and  not  exceedin<T  one 


tr.v.»ki    k      a-  %    ..^..-^J  pitugcu        11  auuve  live  uunoreu  at 

to  i^iablish  sufficient  revenues  for  making  up  any    thousand  dollars,  fifty  cents 


de^J^ncy  that  may  hereafter  lake  place  in  the 
iu?^j  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  said  in- 
lei^  and  principal  sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  man- 
ne'.*^oresaid. 

!V';o.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
oevrwful  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 

«.» < 


If  above  one  thousand  and  not  exceediotr  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  seventy-five  cents.  * 

Jf  above  fifteen  hundred  and  not'exceedino-  two 
thousand  dollar.s,  one  dollar.  ° 

If  above  two  thousand  and  not  exceeding  three 
ihousaod  dollars,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
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if  above  three  thousand  and  not  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollars,  two  dollars. 

If  above  four  thousand  and  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  dollars,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

If  above  five  thousand  and  not  exceeding  seven 
thousand  dollars,  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

If  above  seven  thousand  and  not  exceeding 
eight  thousand  dollars,  four  dollars. 

If  above  eight  thousand  dollars,  five  dollars: 
Provided.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  charge  with  a  duty,  or  to  require 
to  be  stamped,  any  Treasury  or  other  note  or 
notes  issued  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  Congress,  or  lo 
any  draft  or  bill  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  any  check  payable  at  sight  upon 
any  bank,  company,  or  banker  as  aforesaid,  or  lo 
charge  with  a  duty  any  second  or  other  copy  of 
a  set  of  exchange. 

Sec  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  in  re- 
spect to  any  stamp  on  any  of  the  notes  of  the 
banks  or  companies  aforesaid,  now  established  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  established  within  the 
United  States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  lo  agree  lo  an  annual  composi- 
tion, in  lieu  of  such  siamp  duty,  with  any  of  the 
said  banks  or  companies,  of  one  and  a  half  per 
centum  oo  the  amount  of  the  annual  dividend 
made  by  such  banks  lo  their  stockholders  respect- 
ively. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  duties  aforesaid  shall  be  levied,  collected, 
received,  and  accounted  for.  by  and  under  the 
immediate  direction  and  management  of  the  col- 
lectors appointed  under  the  act.  entitled  '"An  act 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes 
and  internal  duties."  within  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, subject  to  the  superintendence,  control,  and 
direction  of  the  Treasury  Department,  according 
to  the  respective  authorities  and  duties  of  the  oflfi-  i 
cers  thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it/urlher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of'  the  Revenue 
to  cause  to  be  provided  so  many  marks  and  stamps, 
diflfering  from  each  other,  as  shall  correspond  with 
the  several  rates  of  duly  aforesaid  ;  that  is  to  say. 
one  mark  or  stamp  for  each  distinct  rate  of  duty  ; 
with  which  marks  and  stamps,  respectively,  shall 
be  marked  or  stamped  all  vellum,  parchment,  or 
paper,  upon  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  all 
or  any  of  the  several  instruments,  writings,  mat- 
ters, and  things  hereinbefore  enumerated  and 
charged,  according  to  the  nature  and  description 
of  each  of  the  said  instruments,  writings,  matters, 
and  things  as  are  hereinbefore  specified  and  de- 
scribed; which  said  several  marks  and  stamps 
shall  be  notified  by  a  public  notification  or  adver- 
tisement, to  be  issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  and  inserted  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
printed  in  each  State,  and  for  not  less  than  three 
months  before  the  said  last  day  of  December  next, 
lo  the  end  that  all  persons  may  have  due  notice 
thereof;  and  which  said  marks  and  stamps,  or 
any  of  them,  shall  or  may  be  altered  or  renewed, 
from  lime  to  time,  as  the  said  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue  shall  think  fit,  so  that  like  public 


I  notification  thereof  be  made  for  a  lerm  not  leas 
;  than  three  months  before  such  new  stumps  or 
I  marks  shall  begin  to  be  used. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  tmic ted.  That,  when 
any  person  or  persons  shall  deposite  any  vellum, 
1  parchment,  or  paper  at  the  oflice  of  any  collector 
aforesaid,   accompanying    the    same    with    a    list 
which  shall  specify  the  number  and   denomina- 
tion  of  the   stamps   or   marks   which   an?   to   be 
thereto  affixed,  it  shall   be   the  duty  of  the  said 
;  collector  to  transmit  the  same  lo  the  office  ol  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  where  such  paper, 
parchment,  and  vellum  shall  be  properly  marked 
i  or  .vtamped,  and  forthwith  sent  back  to  the  said 
j  collector,  who  shall  thereupon  collect   the  duties. 
i  and  deliver   the    vellum,  parchment,  and    paper, 
I  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  person  from  wnom  it 
was  received. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
j  person  or  persons  shall  write  or  print,  or  cause  to 
j  be  written  or  printed,  upon  any  unstamped  vellum, 
j  parchment,  or  paper,  (with  intent  fraudulently  to 
j  evade  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act.)  any  of  the 
'  matters  and  things  /or  which   the  said   vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper  is  hereby  charged  lo  pay  any 
j  duty;  or  shall  write  or  print,  or  cause  to  be  wril- 
I  ten  or  printed,  any  matter  or  thing  upon  any  vel- 
I  lum,  parchment,  or  paper  that  shall  be  marked  or 
stamped  for  any  lower  duty  than  the  duty  by  this 
,  act  payable;  or  shall  write  or  print,  or  cause   lo 
'  be  written  or   printed,  on   vellum,  parchment,  or 
I  paper  duly  stamped,  any  matters  or  things  in  re- 
spect whereof  a  duty  is  payable  as  aforesaid,  at  a 
'  distance  from  the  stamps  oi  marks  impressed  upon 
1  the  said  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  with  inient 
again  to  use  the  said  stamp,  vellum,  parchment, 
or  paper,  or  with  intent  fraudulently  to  evade  the 
I  duties  imposed  by  this  act ;  or  shall  write  or  print, 
or  cause  to  be  written  or  printed,  any  matters  or 
things  in  respect  whereof  a  duty   is   payable,   on 
any  piece  of  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper 
whereon  there  shall  have  been  before  written  or 
printed    any    other    raatier    or    thing    in    respect 
whereof  a  duty  is  payable  by  this  act,  before  such 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper  shall  have  been  again 
duly  marked  or  stamped   according   to   this  act, 
such   person  so  offending  shall,  for   every   such 
ofience,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one   hundred  dollars; 
and  lu  case  any  clerk,  officer,  or  person   who,  in 
respect  of  any  public  office  or  employment,  is  or 
shall  be  authorized  or  instructed  to  make,  write, 
or  print  any   instrument  or  writing.s   by  this  act 
charged  to  pay  a  duty  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  guilty 
of  any  fraud  or  practice  to  defraud  or  deprive  the 
United  States  of  any  duty  by  this  act  payable,  by 
making,  writing,  or  priming  any  such  instrument 
or  wriiing,  or  causing  the  same  to  be  made,  writ- 
ten, or  printed  upon  velluiu,  parchment,  or  paper, 
not  marked  or  stamped  according  to  tiiis  act,  (or 
upoi    vellum,   parchment,  or    paper    marked    or 
stamped  wiih  any  mark  or  stamp  which  he  shall 
know  to  be  counterfeited,)  or  by  writing  or  print- 
ing any  such    instrument  or  other  writing   upon 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper  that  shall  be  marked 
or  stamped  for  a  lower  duty  as  aforesaid,  every 
such  clerk,  officer,  or  person  so  guilty,  and  being 
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i?i«ir*of  la  wfollf  conricted,  shall,  instead  of  thepen- 

i^  aforesaid,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dtj^  dollars;  and.  if  an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
sjijl.  in  addition  thereto,  forfeit  his  office,  and  be 
(tt^bled  to  hold  or  enjoy  the  same  for  the  future. 
■''IJEC.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  io- 
SM  «ment  or  writing  whatsoever,  charged  by  this 
*i^wiih  the  payment  of  a  duty  as  aforesaid.' shall 
b^^ieaded  or  given  in  evidence  in  any  court,  or 

in    law  or 


Public  Acts  of  Congress. 


bvr^lead 

ajtfiitted  in  any  court  to  be  available   m   law  m 

e'^:ty,  unless  the  same  shall  be  stamped  or  mark- 


iVi  ;iiie  person  or  pe 
(K.'^^riting  to  pay  ti 
o^ction  district  si 
sfe'-j.  the  duty  charj 


eiWJts  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  if  any  such  in- 
s^^ment  or  writing  shall  have  been  written  or 
p^'.'^led  upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  not 
ilr^ked  or  stamped  according  to  this  act,  or  upon 
▼i^fura,  parchment,  or  paper  marked  or  stamped 
0<^yL  lower  duty  than  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the 
skfne,  then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  be  lawful 
fVi  .the  person  or  persons  holding  such  instrument 
to  the  collector,  within  whose 
such  person  or  persons  shall  re- 
.,.  ty  chargeable  by  law  on  such   instru- 

if,*ft  or  writing,  together  with  ten  dollars  in  ad- 
(^^jjin  thereto ;  which  duty  and   additional   sum 
orr^a  dollars,  such  collector  is  hereby  authorized 
a^iVrequired   to  receive,  and  without  fee   or  re- 
^ifd  to  endorse  a  receipt  therefor  under  his  hand, 
t»l^<1Sn  some  part  of  such   instrument   orwritioc; 
9^l^c  which  endorsement,  and  not  otherwise,  such 
iw»trumeDi  or  writing  shall  be  to  all   intents  and 
purposes  as  valid  and  available  as  if  the  same  had 
b^-ji  or  were  stamped  or  marked  as   by  this  act 
r«;jpired.     The  sums  thus  received   by  each   col- 
Ififpr,  in  virtue  of  this  section,  shall  be  accounted 
f^'. jund  paid  over  in   the  same  manner  as  other 
ni!rti»eys  received  for  stamp  duties,  and   in  such 
f^f^  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall    be  pre- 
sit^ed    by   the  Treasury   Department.     And   if 
afcjc  person,  with   intent  to  defraud    the  United 
S'^es  of  any  sum  of  moneys  directed  to  be  paid 
b^^^^is  act,  shall  counterfeit  or  forge,  or  cause  or 
ptt^ure  to  be  counterfeited  or  forged,  any  receipt 
ot  .  ndorsement  provided  for  and  directed   by  this 
setjion.  or  shall  utter,  pass  away,  vend,  or  offer  in 
evflence  in  any  court  of  justice  any  such  forged 
or  ^counterfeit   receipt  or  endorsement,  knowing 
tlv^j^ame  to  be  forged    or  counterfeit,  then  every 
Pirij)n  so  offending  and   being  thereof  convicted 
in  .>iie  form  of  law,  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  guilty 
of^^misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  subject  to  be'fined 
io  ,-|}iy  sum  not   excet-ding  one  thousand  dollars, 
aijdjto  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceedin<' 
se«2[n  years.  ' 

;»:c.8.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  from 
a«()^fter  the  last  day  of  December  next,  no  bank 
oii\vSmpanies  aforesaid  now  established,  or  which 
shfa^  be  hereafter  ej^tablished,  which  shall  not 
h%VT>  compounded  for  the  duly  hereby  required, 
sbpjj  issue  any  bank  bill  or  promissory  note,  un- 
le^.4,upon  paper  duly  stamped  and  whereon  the 
rgjective  duties  shall  have  been  paid  ;  and  if  the 
oftj^Tof  any  such  bank,  or  any  person  or  persons 
employed  therein,  shall  thereafter  issue  any  bill  or 
nit^not  duly  stamped   as  aforesaid,  he  or   they 

fS*?.  M^'^''  *°^  P*y  *  ^^^  ^qua'  «o  the   value  of 
I'TBi'tiU  or  note  so  issued. 

4 

:    y  * 
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Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  who  shall  be  employed  for  the  marking  or 
stamping  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper  as  afore- 
said, before  his  acting  in  the  marking  or  stampin"- 
of  the  said  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  shall  take 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation  :  "  I  [insert  here 
tl^  name  of  the  person]  do  solemnly  swear  [or 
affirm  as  the  case  may  be]  that  I  will,  according 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  skill,  faithfully 
honestly,  and  carefully  execute  the  trust  reposed 
in  me,  and  will  truly  mark  or  stamp  all  vellum 
parchment,  or  paper,  which  I  shall  be  required  or 
directed  to  mark  or  stamp,  and  will  render  a  true 
and  exact  account  thereof  to  the  proper  officer  or 
officers." 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  collectors  shall,  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
better  execution  of  their  several  duties  and  trusts 

observeandexeculesuchdireclionsas  (hey  respect- 
ively shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury;  which  Department 
shall  take  care  that  the  several  parts  of  the  United 
States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  sufficiently 
furnished  wnb  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper 
stamped  or  marked  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the  citi- 
zens thereof  may  have  it  in  their  election  to  buy 
the  same  of  the  officers  or  persons  to  be  employed 
in  and  about  the  execution  of  this  act,  at  the 
usual  or  most  common  rates  above  the  said  duty, 
or  to  bring  their  own  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper 
to  be  marked  or  stamped  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when- 
ever any  person,  other  than  officers  employed  in 
collecting  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  shall 
apply  to  any  collector  aforesaid,  at  the  office  of 
such  collector,  for  the  purchase,  at  one  time,  of 
any  quantity  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
stamped  and  marked  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  duties  on  which  quantity 
shall  be  ten  dollars  or  upwards,  such  collector 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized,  and  required 
to  deliver  such  person  such  quantity  of  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper  stamped  as  aforesaid,  the' 
said  person  paying  down  the  amount  of  the  said 
duties,  after  deducting  therefrom  seven  and  one 
half  per  centum  on  such  amount,  which  deduc- 
tion the  said  collector  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  allow. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
the  paper  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  this  act.  ex- 
cepting paper  for  bank  notes,  shall  be  furnished 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  is  hereby  authorized 
to  employ  annually  a  sufficient  sura  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  sum,  as  well  as  an  annual  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  dies  and  of  stamping  the  paper,  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money?  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same' 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.     And  all 
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fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  in- 
curred by  force  of  this  act.  shall  and  may  be  sued 
for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  collector  aforesaid  within  whose 
district  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
have  been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information, 
one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
person  who.if  a  collector  aforesaid,  shall  first  dis- 
cover, if  other  than  a  collector  aforesaid,  shall 
first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing,  where- 
by any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have 
been  incurred  ;  and  where  the  cause  of  action  or 
complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty 
tniles  distant  Irom  the  nearest  place  by  law  estab- 
lished for  the  holding  of  a  district  court  within 
the  district  in  which  the  same  shall  arise  or  ac- 
crue, such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  had  before 
any  court  of  the  State  holden  within  the  said  dis- 
trict, having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  Slates  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kinsdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved.  August  2,  1813. 


every  prisoner  by  them  captured  and  brought  into 
I  port,  and  delivered  to  an  agent  authorized  to  re- 
:  ceive  them  in  any  port  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  to  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to 
such  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  private  armed 
vessels  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  or  their  agent, 
thealoresaid  bounty  for  each  prisoner,  captured 
and  delivered  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That   the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated. 
Approved,  August  3,  1813. 


An  Act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  sums 
appropriated  by  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  the  follow- 
ing sums  be  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  ap- 
propriated, that  is  to  say  : 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions, in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appropri- 
ated, the  sum  of  thirty-eight  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
men, in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropri- 
ated, the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  filling  up  four  rooms  in  the  building  pur- 
chased by  the  United  States,  where  the  general 
post  office  is  held,  for  the  use  of  the  superintend- 
ent general  of  military  supplies,  two  thousand 
thirty  nine  dollars  and  twelve  and  an  half  cents. 

For  books,  stationery,  furniture,  wood,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Aiui  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 


An  Act  allowing  a  bounty  to  owners,  officers,  and 
crews  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  d^c,  That  a  bounty  of  twenty-five 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews 
of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
commissioned  as  letter  of  marque,  for  each  and 


An  Act  making  further  provision  for  the  coUectiou  of 
internal  duties,  and  for  the  appointment  and  com- 
pensation of  aiiscssors. 

Be  it  enacted.  <^c..  That  the  collectors  appointed 
i  under  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties," 
:  shall  be  charged,  under  the  direction  and  superin- 
tendence of  ihe  Treasury  Department,  wiih  the 
'  collection  in  their  several  districts,  as  defined  in 
I  the  said  act,  of  the  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of 
I  merchandise,  and  of  ships  and  vessels;  on  sugar 
I  refined  within  the   United  States;    on  carriages 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons  ;  on  licenses  toTe- 
;  tail  dealers  in  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  for- 
j  eign    merchandise  ;  on   licenses    to    distillers    of 
I  spirituous  liquors  ;  and  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers, 
'  and  certain  companies  ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obli- 
I  gations  discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
;  companies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain 
!  descriptions;  and  the  bonds  which  the  said  col- 
lectors  under   the  aforesaid  act  are   required  to 
:  give  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  of- 
fices shall  be  deemed  to  extend  to  and  include  the 
due  collection  and  payment  over  of  the  moneys 
arising  within  their  respective  districts  .''rom  the 
several  duties  above  recited:  and  in  case  of  fail- 
ure  in  the  said  due  collection  and  payment,  the 
said  bonds  shall  be  deemed  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States,  and  may  be  sued  and  judgment 
recovered  thereupon  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
by  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  divide,  respectively,  the  several  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  into  convenient  districts,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  the  internal  duties  above  spe- 
cified, and  to  nominateand  by  and  with  theadvice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  appoint  a  collector  for 
every  such  district:  Provided,  That  any  of  the 
said  Territories,  as  well  as  the  said  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, may,  if  the  President  shall  think  it  proper, 
be  erected  into  one  collection  district  only  :  And 
provided  also,  That  if  the  appointment  of  the 
said  collectors,  or  any  of  them  shall  not  be  made 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
make  such  appointment  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  ex- 
pire at  the  end  of  their  next  session. 
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f^Ec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 

Sftyral  duties  laid  by  the  acts,  entitled  'Ao  act 
Ittjr^og  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise 
aai|  of  ships  and  vessels;"  'An  act  laying  duties 
an^ugar  re6ned  within  the  United  States  ;"  -An 
»<^laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyaDce 
ct^^ersons  ;''  'An  ac.  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
rti'jil  dealers  in  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
fuiiiign  merchandise;"  '-An  act  laying  duties  on 
lipmses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors;"  and 
'•,^  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers, 
auw  certain  companies  ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  ob- 
li|alions  discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  cer- 
ta^  companies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  cer- 
lat^  descriptions,"  shall  be  laid  and  collected  in 
tb|freveral  Territories  of  the  United  States  and  in 
tli^fDistrict  of  Columbia,  in  the  same  manner  and 
uvjer  the  same  penalties  as  is  provided  by  the  said 
ai'^  respectively;  which  said  acts  shall  to  all 
iiijgats  and  purpose^,  and  in  every  respect  and 
pjJSicular,  apply  and  extend  to  the  several  Ter- 
ries of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  District 
oi'S*''/olumbiA. 

^Ec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of 
tli^»;  collectors  thus  appointed  within  the  several 
Tj^^ritoriesof  the  United  States,  and  the  District 
oljiiolurabia,  and  each  collector  appointed  in  any 
S^ie.  which  shall  under  the  provisions  of  the 
afJ^^entitled  '-An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct 
ta£twithin  the  United  States."  pay  its  quota  into 
t'jf.  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  whereby  the 
Ct^ction  by  the  several  collectors  of  the  quotas 
oi^^he  said  direct  tax  imposed  upon  the  several 
Ctaolies  or  districts  cS  such  State,  shall  become 
cessary,shall,  within  three  months  after  being 
tl&ieto  required,  give  a  bond  with  sureties,  to  be 
a^'roved  by  the  Corpptroller  of  the  Treasury,  for 
llvtrue  and  faithful,  execution  of  ins  office,  and 
sifc^^ilemenl  of  his  accounts  according  to  law.  in  a 
-^  not  less  than  three  thousand  dollars;  which 
U  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller 
;he  Treasury,  to  be  by  him  put  in  suit  for  the 
tefil  of  the  United  States,  upon  any  breach  of 
/conditions  thereof. 

^^Ec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
C(|ttctor  of  internal    duties    within  the  United 
S^'tes,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  shall  neglect  or 
reJK|se  for  more  than  three  months  to  make  up 
a»^ render  to  the  proper  officers  his  accounts  of 
alfcluties.  collected  or  secured,  pursuant  to  such 
fote^s  as  may  be  prescribed,  accordin?  to  law,  or 
to^i^enfy  such  accounts  on  oath  or  affirmation,  if 
thijto  required,  or  tu  pay  over  the  moneys  which 
slilij  have  been  collected,  his  bond  shall  be  deemed 
•ited,  and  judgment   thereon  shall  and  may 
fken  at  the  return  term,  on  motion  to  be  made 
pen  court  by  the  auorney  of  the  United  States. 
jis  sufficient  cau&e  to  the  contrary  be  shown 
to  ^id  allowed   by  the  court:  Provided  always. 
Tiik  the  writ  of  process  in  such  case  shall  have 
b«rt  executed  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the 
r«r»Jn  day  thereof. 

;||:c.  6.  And  be  it  furt/ier  enacted,  That  the 
aiA^nt  of  all  debts  due  to  the  United  Slates  by 
M;Collectcr  of  internal  duties,  whether  secured 
bf.yond  or  otherwise,  shall,  and  herebv  is  declared 
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to  be  a  lien  upon  the  lauds  and  real  estate  of  such 
collector,  and  of  his  sureties,  it  he  shall  have  given 
bond,  from  the  time  when  a  suit  shall  be  institu- 
ted for  recovering  the  same  ;  and  for  want  of 
goods  and  chattels  or  other  personal  effects  of 
such  collector  or  his  sureties,  to  satisfy  any  judg- 
ment which  shall  or  may  be  recovered  against 
them  respectively,  such  lands  and  real  estates  may 
be  sold  at  public  auction,  after  being  advertised 
for  at  least  three  weeks  in  no  less  than  three  pub- 
lic places  within  the  collection  district,  and  in  one 
newspaper  printed  in  the  county,  if  any  there  be, 
at  least  six  weeks  prior  to  the  time  of  sale  ;  and 
for  all  lands  or  real  estate  sold  in  pursuance  of 
the  authority  aforesaid,  the  conveyances  of  the 
marshals,  or  their  deputies,  executed  in  due  form 
of  law.  shall  give  a  valid  title  against  all  persons 
claiming  under  such  collector  or  his  sureties  re- 
spectively. 

Sec.  7.  And  U  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  collectors  of  direct  tax  and 
internal  duties  the  following  commissions  on  the 
moneys  received  and  accounted  for  by  them,  viz  : 
On  the  moneys  arisinjr  from  the  direct  tax  in  each 
and  every  collection  district,  where  the  quota  of  . 
such  district  shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars, 
eight  per  cent.;  where  the  quota  shall  exceed 
ten  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  not  exceed  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  seven  percent.;  where  the  quota 
shall  exceed  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  shall 
not  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars,  six  per  cent. ; 
where  the  quota  shall  exceed  thirty  thousand 
dollars, and  shall  not  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
four  per  cent. ;  where  the  quota  shall  exceed  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  three  percent.;  and  on  moneys 
arising  from  internal  duties,  six  percent.:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  commissions  herein  allowed  for 
the  collection  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  four  thousand  dollars  to 
any  collector. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  apportion  and  distribute,  annually,  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  tvsrenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, among  such  collectors  as,  for  the  execution  of 
the  public  service,  it  shall  appear  to  him  necessary 
so  to  compensate,  in  addition  to  the  other  emol- 
uments to  which  they  are  entitled  :  Provided, 
That  no  such  allowance  or  distribution  shall  ex- 
ceed two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  any  one 
collector,  nor  shall  be  made  to  any  collecior  whose 
gross  emoluments,other  than  this  allowance,  shall 
amount  to  one  thousand  dollars  a  year ;  nor  shall, 
when  added  to  the  other  gross  emoluments  of 
such  collector,  exceed  one  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  each  collector  for  measuring, 
according  to  law.  each  still  or  boiler  employe'd 
for  the  purpose  of  distillation,  being  under  the 
capacity  of  one  hundred  gallons,  sixty  cents  ;  and 
for  each  still  or  boiler  as  aforesaid,  of  the  capacity 
of  one  hundred  gallons  or  more,  seventy-five  cents. 
And  the  necessary  expenses  of  procuring  books, 
stationery,  printed  forms,  certificates,  and  other 
documents  necessary  for  the  collection  of  the  in- 
ternal revenues  and  direct  tax.  shall  and  may  be 
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allowed  to  the  collectors  in  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  itfurtlur  enacted.  That  each 
collector  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  an  in- 
strument or  instruments  under  his  hand,  as  many 
deputies  within  his  collection  district,  to  be  by 
him  paid  and  compensated  for  their  services,  as 
he  may  deem  proper,  whose  acts  officially  and 
legally  performed  shall  be  as  valid  and  available 
in  every  respect  as  if  performed  by  the  collector 
himself. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  to  keep  accurate  ac- 
counts of  their  official  emoluments  and  expen- 
ditures, and  the  same,  after  being  verified  on  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  transmit  annually  on  the  last 
day  of  December,  or  within  forty  days  thereafter, 
under  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue;  and  abstracts  of 
the  same  shall  be  annually  laid  before  Congress 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
appointment  of  the  principal  assessors  authorized 
by  the  act.  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties." 
or  of  any  of  them,  shall  not  be  made  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  make  such  appointment,  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  he  i» 
hereby  authorized  to  augment,  in  cases  where  he 
may  find  it  necej.sary.  the  compensation  fixed  by 
the  act  aforesaid  for  the  principal  and  assistant  as- 
sessors, so,  however,  as  that  no  principal  assessor 
shall  in  any  such  case  receive  more  than  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  no  assistant  assessor  more 
than  (fne  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Approved.  August  2,  1813. 


An  Act  to  prohibit  the  u«c  of  licenses  or  passes  (granted 
by  the  authonlj  of  the  Governmeat  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Be  it  enacted.  ^..  That  any  citizen  or  inhabit- 
ant of  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof, 
who  shall  obtain  or  use.  either  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, a  license,  pass,  or  other  instrument  granted  by 
the  Grovernment  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  by  any  officer  or  agent 
thereof,  for  the  protection  of  any  ship,  vessel,  or 
merchandise  on  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  or 
for  the  admission  of  any  ship,  vessel,  or  merchan- 
dise, into  any  port  or  place  whatever;  and  any 
citizen  or  inhabitant  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be 
either  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  or  assisting 
in  obtaining,  using,  granting,  or  selling  any  such 
license,  pass,  or  instrument,  shall,  upon  convic- 
tion, for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  a  sum  equal 
to  twice  the  value  of  any  such  ship,  vessel,  and 
merchandise,  and  shall  moreover  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  in  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  nor  less  than 
one  thousand   dollars;  and  any  ship,  vessel,  or 


merchandise,  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any 
citizen  or  inhabitant  of  the  United   States,  or  of 
the   Territories   thereof,   which    shall,   five  days 
after  the  promulgation  of  this  act  in  the  nearest 
port,  be  found  in  the  waters  or  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United   States,   having  or  using  a 
license,   pass,  or   other   instrument   as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  forfeited,  the  one  half  to  the  use  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  the  other  half  to  any  person 
or   persons  who  shall   give  information   thereof, 
and  produce  or  procure  evidence  of  the  fact;  the 
duties,  if  any.  which  may  be  payable  on  the  im- 
portation of  such  merchandise,  being  previously 
paid  or  deducted  from  the  proceeds  of  such  for- 
feiture: Provided  hoxDerer,  That  the  claim  of  any 
such  person  or  persons,  as  derived  from  thii-  act, 
shall  not  be  admitted  to  bar,  defeat,  or  affect  any 
forfeiture  accrued  to  the  United  States,  or  to  any 
other  person,  which  shall   have  been  incurred  by 
reason  of  an  infraction  of  any  other  law  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  sailing  under, 
or  found  on  the  high  seas  using  a  license,  pass,  or 
instrument,  as  described  in  the  preceding  section 
of  this  act.  shall  be  considered  and  held  as  sailing 
under  the  flag  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  commanders  of  the  public 
and  private  armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof,  to  stop  and  ex- 
amine any  ship  and  vessel  of  the  United  States 
or  their  Territories,  on  the  liigh  seas  or  elsewhere, 
which  there  may  be  reasonable  ground  to  sus- 
pect is  sailing  under  the  protection  of,   or  using 
any  such   license,   pass,  or  other   instrument  as 
aforesaid;  and  if  upon  examination  it  shall  appear 
that  such  ship  or  vessel  is  sailing  under  the  pro- 
tection  of.  or   using  any  such   license,   pass,  or 
other  instrument,   it   shall   be  the   duty  of  such 
commanders,  and  of  each  of  them,  to  seize  every 
such  ship  or  vessel,  and   send  the  same  to  any 
port  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territories  there- 
of; and  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  so  found  sailing 
under  the  protection  of,  or  using  any  such  license, 
pass,  or  other  instrument  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon 
due  proof  thereof,  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  having  compe- 
tent jurisdiction,   be   condemned,  together  with 
the  cargo,  and  be  forfeited  to  the  sole  use  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  such  public   or  private  ship 
or  vessel;  and  all  forfeitures  which  shall  accrue 
and  be  recovered  in  pursuance  of  this  section, 
shall  be  distributed   according  to  the  rules  pre- 
scribed  by  the  existing  laws,  in  cases  of  prizes 
made  from  the  enemy;  Provided,  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  the  acceptance  or  use  of  a  passport  or 
any  other  paper  authorized   by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  ttie  acceptance  or  use  of- 
a   passport  granted    by    the   commander   of  any 
ship  of  war  of  the  enemy  to  any  ship  or  vessel  of 
the  United   States,  which   may  have  been  cap- 
tured and  given  up  for  the  purpo.se  of  carrying 
persons  captured   by  the  enemy  to  the   United 
States. 
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.  ^5ec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  erery 
«^i  or  vessel   belonging  wholly,  or   in   part,  to  a 
t|lizen  or  citizens,  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of 
fir  United  States,  which  shall  depart  or  clear 
U4  from  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdic- 
tM  of  the  United  States,  after  the  promulgation 
onhisact  at  such  port  or  place,  shall  be  subject 
tflhe  operation  of  the  same;  and  that  erery  ship 
(J  jessel  owned  as  aforesaid,  if  the  same  be  in 
aji  part  ot  Europe,  of  the  Mediterranean,  or  the 
^|iern  coast  of  Africa,  or  between  the  same  and 
tr^^United  States,  at  the  passage  of  this  act.  after 
tlv'^first  day  of  November  neit ;  and  if  at  any 
Mi<|  or  place  to  the  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
H^^e,  or  between  the  same  and  the  United  Stales, 
ai|rr  the  first  day  of  January  next;  and  if  in  either 
Cf4|such  vessel  arrive  in  the  United  Stales  pre- 
I'ii*  '°  ''**  ^^^^  periods   respectively,  then,  after 
h«^rrival.  shall  in  like  manner  be  subject  to  the 
of-^ationofthisaci:  Provided,  That  if  any  such 
sh^or  vessel  be.  in  either  of  the  foregoing  cases, 
d«^ed  by  stress  of  weather  or  other  unavoidable 
ancient,  from    returning  to  the    United    States 
w^JJin  the  periods  above  stated,  the   same  shall 
n;A^e  subject  to  the  operations  of  this  act,  until 
a  !f.jficient  time  shall  have  elapsed,  after  a  knowl- 
e<«j|r;  thereof,  for  her  return  to  the  United  States: 
A:^i prodded alr.0,  That  nothing  herein  contain- 
e^t^all  be  so  construed  as  to  arrest  or  stay  any 
pr^culion  or  judicial  proceeding  now  pending 
iiTsfiy  court  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territo- 
ri4*;thereof,   instituted  against  any  citizen  or  in- 
fant ot  the  United  States,  for  using,  or  against 
^ship  or  vessel  belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to 
, -citizen  or  citizeiw,  inhabitant  or  inhabiianis 
^ije  United    Slates,  for  sailing  under  the  pro- 


01  ji^4e  united  States,  for  sailing  under  the  pro- 
te;g)n  of  a  license  or  pass  granted  by  theauthor- 
HjJJ  the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
G^Si  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  by  any  person  or 
pt'^>ns  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  same. 


pproved,  August  2.  1813. 


t^  

.  \^ 

Ak;  jet  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regulating  pen- 
*y4«>n8  to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ships. 

Ij  If  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  act  regulating 
P"f,*50"s  '"  persons  oc  board  private  armed  ships 
shjihe  construed  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
thrMavy  to  place  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
r^fc-^ctions  and  regulations  of  the  said  act,  any 
offi7}r,  seapian,  or  marine,  belonging  to  any  pri- 
va;|'^rmed  ship  or  vrssel  of  the  United  States, 
beuung  a  commission  of  letter  of  marque,  who 
•hkll  have  been  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled 
\^\r  line  of  their  duty  as  officers,  seamen,  or 
ms^.,;>es  of  such  private  armed  ship  or  vessel 

^jlproved.  August  2,  1813. 

Aniw-t  giving  further  time  for  registering  claims  to 
I^iil  in  the  late  district  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Terntorr 
<i|Vi8souri.  and  for  other  purposes. 

/♦.;»/  enacted,  «fc.,  That  every  person  or  per- 
>(2  ^laii ' — '-   -  -L     1  .     ,.  .      .r 

i 

I 


ao: 


iratng  laods  in  the  late  district  of  Arkan- 


sas, in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  who  are  actual 
settlers  on  the  land  which  they  claim,  and  whose 
claims  have   not  been  heretofore  filed  with  the 
recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  dav  of  Janu- 
ary next,  to  deliver  notices  in  writing  and  the 
written  evidence  of  their  claims  to  the  recorder 
of  land  titles  in  the  Territory  aforesaid;  and  the 
I  notices   and   evidences    so    delivered   within    the 
I  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall  be  recorded  in  the 
I  same  manner,  and  on  payment  of  the  same  fees 
I  as  if  the  same  had  been  delivered  before  the  first 
jday  of  July,  one    thousand   eight    hundred   and 
eight;  but  the  right  of  such  persons  as  shall  neg- 
lect so  doing,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
I  shall,  so  far  as  they  are  derived  from  or  founded 
j  on  any  act  of  Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and 
j  become  void,  and  the  evidences  of  their  claims 
j  never  after  admitted  as  evidence  in  any  claim  of 
[the    United    States,    against    any   grant    derived 
Irom  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
recorder  ol  land  titles  for  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri shall  have  the  same  powers,  and  perform 
the  same  duiie.s  in  every  respect,  in  relation  to 
the  claims  that  may  be  filed  according  to  the  pre- 
ceding section,  as  the  board  of  commissioners  for 
ascertaining  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  in  the 
district  of  Louisiana  would  have  had  or  should 
have  performed,  if  such  notice  had  been  filed  and 
such  evidence  delivered  before  the  first  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eit^ht  ex- 
cept that  his  decisions  shall  be  subject  to^he  re- 
vision ol  Congress. 

[  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
I  be  the  duty  of  the  said  recorder  ol  land  titles  to 
,  make,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  a  report  of  all  claims  filed  with  the  said 
recorder,  with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in 
support  thereof;  and  also  his  opinion,  anfl  such 
remarks  respecting  the  claims  as  he  may  think 
proper  to  make;  which  report,  together  with  a 
list  of  the  claims  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
said  recorder,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be  laid 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
before  Congre-s  for  their  determination. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  recorder  shall  be  allowed  fifty  cents  for  each 
claim  on  which  a  decision  shall  be  made,  whether 
such  decision  shall  be  in  favor  or  against  the 
claims,  which  allowance  shall  be  m  full  for  bis 
services  under  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  in 
every  case  where  notice  of  the  claim  shall  have 
been  filed  under  former  laws,  and  m  which  oo 
testimony  shal  have  been  produced,  the  claim- 
ants shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  Julv 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  to  pro- 
duce to  said  recorder  testimony  m  support  of  such 
claims;  and  the  said  recorder  shall,  in  relation  to 
such  clairas,  have  the  same  powers  and  perform 
the  said  duties  as  are  required  of  him  on  claims 
filed  under  this  act. 

Approved.  August  2,  1813. 
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An  Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Iljuse  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  Slatet  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled,   That  an  embargo  be  and 
hereby  is  laid  on  all  ships  and  ve>sels  in  the  ports 
and    places  witlun   the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of 
the  United   States  and    the   Territories   thereof, 
cleared  or  not  cleared  ;  and  that  no  clearance  be 
furnished  to  any  ship  or  ve>sel,  except  vessels  in 
ballast,  with  their  necessary  sea  stores,  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales;  and  that  the  President   be  authorized 
10  give  such   instructions  to  the  officers  of  the 
revenue,  and   of   the   navy,  and  of  the  private 
armed  vessels  and  revenue  cullers  of  the  United 
Stales,  as  shall  appear  best  adapted  for  carrying 
the  same  into  full  effect:  Provided,  That  nothing  ! 
herein  contained  shall  be   construed    to  prevent  I 
the  departure  of  any   foreign  ship  or   vessel,  in 
ballast,  with   her  necessary  sea  stores,  and  with  | 
the  goods,  wares,  and   merchandise,  otiier   than 
provisions,  military  and  naval  stores,  on  board  of  ' 
such  foreign  ship  or  vessel  when   notified  of  this  : 
act,  whose  officers  and  crews  shall  consist  wholly  j 
ol   such   foreigners  as  did   belong  to  nations  in  j 
amity  with  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  said  ship  or  vessel  in  the  United  States.  ' 
and  which  shall  not  have  nor  take  on  board  for  | 
the  voyage  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  ex-  ' 
cept  such  as   may   produce   a  passport   therefor, 
to  be  furni.>>hed  under  the  authority  and  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.     And  all 
public   armed  vessels   possessing  public  commis- 
sions Iroin  any  foreign  Power  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  liable  to  the  embargo  laid  by  ihis  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  put,  place,  or  load,  on 
board  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or  water  craft,  or 
into  any  cart,  wagon,  sled,  or  other  carriage  or 
vehicle,  or  in  any  other  manner  attempt  to  con- 
vey any  specie,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  pro- 
duce, provisions,  naval  or  military  stores,  or  any 
kind  of  live  stock,  with  intent  to  export,  trans- 
port, or  convey  the  same  without  the  United 
States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  to  any  for- 
eign place,  kingdom  or  country,  or  with  intent  to 
convey  the  same  on  board  any  foreign  ship  or 
ressel  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  with  the  intent  in  any  other  manner  to 
evade  the  provisions  of  this  act,  all  such  specie, 
goods,  wares  merchandise,  produce,  provisions, 
naval  or  military  stores,  live  stock,  and  also  the 
ship,  vessel,  boat,  water  craft,  cart,  wagon,  sled, 
or  other  carriage  or  vehicle,  on  board,  or  on  or 
in  which  the  same  may  be  so  put.  placed,  or  load- 
ed, as  aforesaid,  and  aUo  all  horses,  mules,  and 
oxen,  used  or  employed  in  conveying  the  same, 
shall  be  forfeited  ;  and  the  person  or  persons  so 
putting,  placing,  or  loading  the  same,  as  aforesaid, 
and   also  the  aiders  and  abettors  therein,  shall,  ' 


upon  conviction,  be  adjudged  guilty  o{  a  high 
misdemeanor,  and  fined  a  sum,  by  the  court  be- 
fore which  the  conviction   is  had,  equal  to  four 
times  the  value  ol  such  specie,  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, produce,  provisions,   naval  or   military 
stores,   or  live  slock:  Provided,  however,    That 
this  section   shall   not  be  construed  to  extend  to 
any  person  or   persons   not   being  the  owner  or 
ownero  of  such  specie,  goods,  wares,  merchandise, 
produce,  provisions,  naval  or  military  stores,  who 
shall  first  inform  and  make  complaint  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  of  any  such  offence  commit- 
'  ted  wilhm  the  same  district;  and  any  informer, 
or   informers,    not    being  the  owner  or  owners 
I  aforesaid,  upon  conviction  of  the  offender?,  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  half  of  the  fine  aforesaid,  when 
the  same  shall  be  received  by  the  United  States, 
and  .-shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  that  pur- 
pose from  the  court  before  whom  the  conviction 
shall  be  had. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.    That  the 
owner  or    owners,  consignee  or  factor,  of  any 
ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  which  may,  at  the  time  when 
notice  of  this  act  shall  be  received  at  the  several 
customhouses  respectively,  be  laden  in  whole,  or 
in  part,  shall,  on   notice  given   by  the  collector, 
either  discharge  such  cargo,  or  give  bond  with 
two  or   more    sufficient  sureties,    in   double   the 
value  of  such  vessel  and  cargo,  not  to  proceed  on 
the  intended  voyage  or  trip,  until  permitted  to  do 
so,  agreeably  to  ihe  provisions  of  this  act;  and  if 
the   cargo  shall  not  be  discharged   within    tea 
days,  or  the  bond  given  as  aforesaid,  the  ship, 
ve>sel,  or  boat  and  cargo  shall  be  wholly  forfeited. 
And  the  several  collectors  are  authorized  in  the 
meanwhile,  and  until  the  cargoes  shall  have  been 
discharged,   or   ihe   bond  given  as  aforesaid,  to 
take  possession  of  such  vessels,  and  to  lake  such 
other  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
their  departure. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  may  authorize 
the  collectors  of  customs,  when,  in  his  opinion, 
it  can  be  done  without  danger  of  the  embargo 
being  violated,  and  under  such  limitations  as  he 
may  deem  expedient,  to  grant  permission  to  ves- 
sels or  boats,  whose  employment  has  uniformly 
been  confined  to  the  navigation  of  bays,  sounds 
rivers,  or  lakes,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  to  take 
ot  board,  at  any  time,  such  articles  of  domestic 
or  loreign  growth  as  may  be  designated  in  such 
permission,  bond  with  one  or  more  sufficient  .sure- 
ties being  previously  given  to  the  United  States 
by  the  owner,  owners,  consignee,  or  lactors  of 
such  vessel  or  boat,  and  by  tiie  master  thereof  ia 
an  amount  equal  to  three  hundred  dollars  for  each 
ton  of  the  said  vessel  or  boat,  that  such  vessel  or 
boat  shall  not,  during  the  time  limited  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  bond,  depart  from  any  district  of  the 
United    States   without    having   previously    ob- 
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iiloed  a  clearance,  nor  until  the  raai^ter  or  com- 

•i?notler  shall   have  delivered   to  the  collector  or 
^{Jrveyor  oi  ihe  port  of  departure,  a  manilest  of 
•<t^e  whole  cargD  on  board,  that  the  said  vessel  or 
;;p4at  shall  not.  during  the  time  above-mentioned, 
.^C^ceed  to  any  other  port  or  place  than  that  raen- 
yijoed   m   her  clearance,  nor  put  any  ;irticle  on 
■<?lrd  of  any  other  vessel  or  boat,  or  be  employed 
S.'any  foreign  trade;  and  that,  on  every  voyage 
V*r;trip,  the  whole  of  the  cargo  shall  be  landed  in 
i^^'ort  or  place  of  the  United  States  or  the  Terri- 
>^fies  thereof,  within   the  bay.  sound,  rivers,  or 
<j^es  to  which  the  navigation  of  such   vessel  is 
f-jfljfined,  and  the  burden  of  the  proof  of  the  land- 
iQk  of  the  whole  of  any  such  cargo  in  a  port  or 
r^.ce  of   the   United   States  or    the   Territories 
rh^ireof  within  the  bay.  sound,  rivers,  or  lakes,  to 
Jf»?jich  the  navigation  of  such  vessel  or  boat  is 
jrtifined,  or  in  the  port  or  place  mentioned  in  her 
^fcprance.  t.ha!l,  in  case  of  any  suit  or   prosecu- 
|%J^  instituted  on  such  bond  for  a  breach  of  the 
i^OT»ditions  thereof,  lie  upon  the  owner  or  owners, 
consignee  Qr  factors,  of  such  vessel  or  boat,  or  the 
tn^^^r  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be:  Provided, 
V!>;h.  prosecution  or  suit  be  instituted  within  two 
Kvrs  after  such  breach  shall   have   been  com- 
»,:«£ed. 

jjEc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
Vf.Vel  or  boat,  not  having  received  a  permission. 
;fb4  a  bond  not  having  been  first  given  in  the 
ij^'(*iner  provided  for  in  the  next  preceding  sec- 
C(i».  shall  take  on  board  any  article  or  articles 
p.'v'^ibited  by  this  act.  such  vessel  or  boat,  togeth- 
er.^ith  her  cargo,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited!* and 
ihttowner  or  owners,  agent,  freighter  or  factors, 
nja^ner  or  commander,  of  such  vessel  or  boat,  shall 
ifc"i«eover  severally  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to 
t|5»;value  of  the  vessel  or  boat,  and  of  the  cargo 
p»ji^on  board  the  same. 

\^c.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
pj-i^on  or  persons,  whose  names  do  or  may  ap- 
pi"^  as  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
efi^r  on  the  certificate  of  registry,  enrolment,  or 


of  this  act,  coatraveDe  or  iafrioge  any  of  the  pro- 
visions thereof:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel  who  shall 
have  made  a  bona  fide  sate  of  such  such  ship  or 
vessel,  in  any  port  or  harbor  of  the  United  States, 
before  notice  of  this  act  at  such  port  or  harbor 
respectively,  nor  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  in  any  foreign  port  or  place,  who 
shall  have  made  a  bona  fide  sale  thereof  before 
notice  of  this  act :  And  jxrovided  also.  That  such 
bond  shall  not  release  the  owners  and  master  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  other  person,  from  the 
obligation  of  giving  every  other  bond  required 
by  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
owner  or  owners  of  all  vessels  licensed  for  fish- 
eries, or  those  bound  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and 
having  no  other  cargo  than  necessary  sea  stores, 
salt,  and  the  usual  fishing  tackling  and  apparel, 
shall  give  a  general  bond  in  four  times  the  value 
of  the  vessel  and  cargo  thai  they  will  not,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  proceed  to  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  and  will  return  with  their  fish- 
ing fare  to  some  port  or  place  within  the  United 
Stales. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  act,  depart  from  any  port  of  the  United 
Slates  without  a  clearance  or  permit,  or  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act.  proceed  to  a  foreign  port  or  place,  or 
trade  with,  or  put  on  board  of,  any  other  ship  or 
vessel  any  article  or  articles  prohibited  by  this 
act,  such  ship  or  vessels,  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise, produce,  provisions,  naval  or  military  stores, 
shall  be  wholly  forfeited  ;  and  if  the  same  shall 
not  be  seized,  the  owner  or  owners,  agent,  freight- 
er, or  factors  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall.^fcr 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal 
to  double  the  value  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  car- 
go, and  shall  never  thereafter  beallou'ed  a  credit 
for  duties  on  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 


i§:iii]se  ot  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  if  neither    imported  by  him  or  them  into  any  of  the  ports  of 


r«j|istered  or  licensed,  on  the  last  clearance  or 
ciiiyom-house  documents  issued  before  the  pass- 
i»4^of  this  act  for  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  re- 
pjifjd  as  the  true  owner  or  owners  of  such  ship  or 
v^l,  and  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  all  penal- 
tie*  which  may  be  incurred  by  the  owners  of  such 
stiiQc  or  vessel,  by  reason  of  any  violation  of  any 
ofjhe  provisions  of  this  act:  Provided,  alwaya, 
Tfj^t  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be 
C'jrjtrued  to  release  any  other  person  or  persons 
frc^.i  the  payment  of  any  penalty  incurred  by  vir- 
twrtofthis  act.  And  in  case  of  any  new  registA- 
or  license  being  granted  during  the  continuance 
of  tthis  act.  or  in  case  of  the  sale  of  any  ship  or 
ve^l  neither  registered  or  licensed,  a  bond  with 
on(>  or  more  sureties  to  the  United  States  shall, 
pr^ious  to  the  granting  any  such  new  register 
or^cense,  or  to  recognising  the  sale  of  such  ves- 
sC-ff.iot  registered  or  licensed,  be  required  by  the 
C(%ecior.  in  an  amount  equal  to  three  hundred 
di^.arsofeach  ton  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  that  such 
s!^)  or  vesjel  shall  not.  during  the  continuance 


the  United  States  ;  and  the  master  or  commander 
of  such   ship  or  vessel,  as  well  as  all  other  per- 
sons who  shall  knowingly  be  concerned  in  any 
such  violations  of  this  act,  shall  each,  respectively, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thou- 
sand  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  whether  the 
vessel  be  seized  and  condemned  or  not,  and  shall 
be  imprisoned  for  a  terra  not  less  than  six  calen- 
dar  months,    nor  exceeding  one   year;  and    the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  any  master  or  commander 
knowingly  off"ending  against    the   provisions  oi 
this  section,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  inadmissible 
bei''ore  any  collector  of  the  customs  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  act,  take  on  board  any  specie,  goods 
wares,  merchandise,  produce,  provisions,  naval  or 
military  stores,  other  than  the  provisions  and  sea 
stores  necessary  for  the  voyage,  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, and  the  specie  and  cargo  on  board,  shall  b« 
wholly  forfeited,  and   may  be  seized  and  con- 
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demned  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  hav- 
ing competent  jurisdiction  ;  and  every  person 
concerned  in  such  unlawful  shipment,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  for  every  such  offence. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
collectors  of  all  the  districts  of  the  United  States 
and  the  territories  thereof  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  take  into  their  custody,  any 
specie,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  produce,  pro- 
visions, naval  or  military  stores,  or  live  stock, 
found  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat  or  other 


shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  such  oiher  person  as  he  shall  have  era- 
powered  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such  part  of 
the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  of  the  territories  thereof,  as  may  be 
judged  necessary,  in  conformity  with  the  prori- 
sion^i  of  this  act.  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  illegal  departure  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of 
detaining,  taking  possession  of.  and  keeping  in 
custody  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  uking  into  cus- 
tody and  guarding  any  specie,  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, produce,  provisions,   naval  or  military 


water  cralt,  when  there  is  reason  to  believe  that    stores,  or  live  slock,  and,  also,  for  the  purpose  of 


they  are  intended   for  exportation,  or   when    in 
vessels,  carls,  wagons,  sleighs,  or  in  any    other 
carriage,  or  in  any   manner  apparently  on   their 
way  towards  the  terrilories  of  a  foreign  nation,  or 
the  vicinity    thereof,  or  towards  a  place   wlience 
such  articles  are  intended  to  be  exported,  or  placed 
in  the  possession  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Stales;  and  not  to  permit  such  articles  to  be  re- 
moved, until  bond,  with   sufl5cient  sureties,  shall 
have  been  given  for  the  landing  or   delivery  of 
the  same  in  some   place  of  the  United   States, 
whence,  in    the  opinion   of  the  collector,   there 
shall   not   be  any   danger  of  such   articles   bein<» 
exported  or  placed  in  the   possession  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  State-s. 

Sec.  11,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
powers  given  to  the  collectors  by  this  act,  to  re- 
luse  permission  to  put  any  cargo  on  board  any 
vessel,  boat,  or  other   water  craft,  lo   detain  any 
vessel,  or  lo  take  into  their  custody  any  articles 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing   violations  of  the 
embargo,  shall  be  exercised   in  conformity   witii 
such  instructions  as  the  President  may  give,  and 
such  rules  as  he  may  prescribe  lor  that  purpo.<!e, 
made    in    pursuance   of  the    powers    aforesaid  ; 
which  inslruclions  and   rules  the  collector  shall 
be  bound  to  obey.     And  if  any  action  or  sun  be 
brought  against  any   collector  or   other   person 
aciing  under  the  direction.s  of,  and  in   pursuance 
of  this  act.  he  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and 
give  this  act,  and  the  instructions  and  regulations 
of  the  President,  in  evidence  for  his  justification 
and  defence.     And  any   person  aggrieved   by  the 
acts  of  any  collecior.  in  either  of  the  cases  afore- 
said, may  file  his  petition  before  the  district  court 
of  the  district  wherein  the  collector  resides,  sta- 
ting the  facts  of  his  case,  and   thereupon,  after 
due  notice  given  to  the  district  attorney  and  the 
collector,  ihe  said  court  may  summarily  hear  and 
adjudge  thereupon,  as  law  and  justice  may  re- 
quire; and  the  judgment  of  said  court,  and   the 
reason  and  facts  whereon  it  is  grounded  shall  be 
filed   among   the  records   of  said   court;   and   if 
restoration  of  the  property  detained   or  taken  in 
custody,  or  permission  lo  load,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  decreed,  it  shall  be  upon  the   pariy'>  giving 
such  bond  with  sureties,  as  is  or  shall  be  required 
to  be  taken  in  similar  cases  by  the  collector,  and 
not  otherwise  ;  but  if  the  said  court  shall  adjudge 
against  such  petition,  the  collector  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  treble  costs,  which  shall  be  taxed  for  him. 
and  execution  awarded  accordingly  by  the  court 
Sec.  12.   And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
13tli  Cuji.  2d  btss.— 88 


preventing  and  suppressing  any  armed  or  riotous 
a>semblage  of  persons  resisting  the  custom-house 
officers  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties,  or  io  aof 
manner  opposing  the  execution  of  this  act,  or 
otherwise  violating  or  assisting  and  abetting  vio- 
lations of  the  same. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  public  and  private  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States  to  capture  and  seize, 
on  the  high  seas  or  el.sewhere.  any  ship  or  vessel 
which  shall  have  violated  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  to  .'^end  the  same  into  any  port  of 
the  United  States  for  adjudication. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.   That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this 
act.  maybe  prosecute  I,  sued  for.  and   recovered 
by  action  of  debt,  or  by  indictment  or  informa- 
tion, as  the  case  may  require,  and  if  recovered  in 
consequence  of  any   seizure  made  by  the  com- 
mander of  any  public  armed  vessel  oi  the  United 
Slates,  siiall  be  distributed  according  to  the  rules 
prescribed    by  the  act.   entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
government  of  the  Navy  of  the  United   Slates," 
and  if  in  consequence  of  any  seizure  made  by 
any  private  armed   vessel  of  the  United   States, 
shall   be  distributed  according  to  the  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  enlided  "An  act  concerning 
letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and   prize  goods,"  and 
the  act  in  addition  thereto  ;  and  if  otherwise,  shall 
be  distributed  and  accounted  for  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  lo  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  touoage," 
passed   the  second   day  of  March,  one   thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  may  be  miti- 
gated or  remitted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
act.  entitled  '"An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or 
remitting   forfeitures,   penalties,  and    disabilities 
accruing   in    certain   cases   therein    mentioned," 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  ser- 
t-n  hundred  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual  by 
an  act  |)assed  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  ;  and  any  officer  or  other 
person,  entitled  to  a  part  or  share  of  any  of  the 
fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures  aforesaid,  may,  il 
necessary,  be  a  witness  on  the  trial  therefor,  but 
in  such  case  he  shall  not  receive  any  part  or  share 
of  the  said  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  but  the  part 
or  share  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be  entitled 
shall  belong  to  ihe  United  States. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
time  during  which  ihisact  shall  continue  io  force, 
shall  noi  be  computed  as  making  part  of  the  term 
of  twelve  calendar  months  during  which  goods, 
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inres,  or  mercbaodise,  imported  into  the  United 
?  iittes,  must  be  exported  in  order  to  be  entitled 
5^- a  drawback  of  the  duties  paid  on  the  iniporta- 
Ijun  thereof. 

^Sbc.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  noth- 

W  in  this  act  contained,  shall   prevent  the  sail- 

.^  of  any  private  armed   vessel  duly  corarais- 

Vjoed  by  any  foreign   power  in  amity  with    the 

[filed   Slates,  nor  of  any  vessel  of  the  United 

^ates  du.y   commissioned  by  any  foreign  power 

i.amity  with  the  United  States,  nor  of  any  ves- 

{[  of  the  United  States  duly  commissioned   by 

btue  of  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  lei- 

li?  of  marque,  prize*,  and  prize  goods.''  passed  on 

twenty-sixth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 

,odred  and   twelve  :  Provided  always,  never- 

iUss,  That  it  shaH  be  lawful  for,  and  the  duly 

tl^all  officers  of  the  customs  and  revenue  officers 

the   United   Slates,  and  they  are   hereby  en- 

^loed,  to  examine,  search,  and  efifectually  ascer- 

Kii  the  atoountand  kind  of  articles  all  such  ves- 

Is   about  sailing  may  have  on   board,  so  as  to 

|event  their  taking  any   cargo  or  other  lading 

fin  iheftores.  provisions,  armament,  furniture, 

td  equipment,  generally  proper  and  necessary 

|r  such  vessels. 

,Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when- 
»er  it  shall  appear,  on   report  made  to  any  col- 
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the  United  States  is  herebjr  authorized  to  declare 
by  proclamation,  that  this  act  is  to  cease  and  have 
no  effect. 

H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  /iepresentalives. 
J.  B.  VARNUM, 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  December  17,  1813. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


An  Art  making  certain  partial  appropriations  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  (f-c,  That  a  sum  of  one  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted Stales  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  the 
following  sums  be  appropriated  for  ihe  purposes 
herein  recited,  that  is  to  say  :  Towards  defraying 
the  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  members 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
officers  and  altendanls,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 


_^^ _ _ „„^  .„  _„    ^„.         Towards  dffraying  the  contingent  expenses  of 

^lor  of  Che  c'^u'sioms,  by  a'ny  officer  of  ihe^us-  I  '^^  House  of  Representatives,  during  the  year 
ms,  revenue  officer,  or  other   person,  ihai  any  '  °"^'  thousand    eight    hundred   and    fourteen,   ten 

thousand  dollars. 

Towards  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  o 
the  Senate,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  three  thousand  dolUrs. 

Towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  11.  1S14. 


ivate  armed  vessel  has  on  board  any  article  or 
tides  whatever,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or 
rgo  of  any   description,   intended   for   trade  or 
ffic  with   ihe  enemies  of  the  United   Stales, 
her    directly   or    intermediately    through    any 
uiral  or  other  person  or  persons,  or  for  expor- 
tion,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector, 
id  he  is  hereby  authorized  lo  seize  all  such  ar- 
es, goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  cargo  of 
ery  description,  and  to  have  the  same  landed 
rlhwith,  to  be  proceeded  against  as  forfeited  to 
e  United  States. 

SecIS.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in -all 
ch  cases  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District  Al- 
rney  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  district  within  I 
hich  the  said  proceedings  shall  take  place,  to  j 
oceed  in  due  form  of  law  for  the  condemnation 
d  forfeiture  of  the  said  ariicle.s  to  the  use  of 
e  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
iises  ot  condemnation  as  aforesaid,  the  captain 
4  other  commanding  officer,  and  each  and  every 
/  the  owners  of  such  private  armed  vessels,  shall 
lif!  fined  in  a  sura  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
mdlars  each. 

J  Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
pt  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing 
lereof,  aniil  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  yea° 
*»'  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
^en,  unless  a  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the 
Mniied  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
jjeir  dependencies,  shall  lake  place  before  thai 
*■  .y  ;  in  which  event,  or  in  any  other  event  thai 
lall.  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  render  ihe 
./minaiion  of  the  embargo  hereby  imposed  com- 
'tible  with  the  public  interest,  the  President  of 


An  Act  to  amend  the  acTcnlh  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  art  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  d^c,  That  in  every  case  where 
the  Legislature  of  a  State  shail  not  convene  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  no  notice  of  the  assumption 
of  the  quota  of  such  Stale  of  the  direct  lax  shall 
be  deemed  necessary;  and  such  Slate  shall  be 
allowed  until  the  twentieth  of  February  next  for 
making  payment,  and  shall  receive  thereon  the 
same  deduction  as  if  such  payment  had  been 
made  on  the  tenth  day  of  February. 

Approved,  January  17.  1S14. 


An  .\ct  aulhoriiing  the  PreHdent  of  the  United  8t*te« 
to  grant  certain  permissions  to  lh»i  inhabitants  of 
the  island  of  Nantucket. 

Be  it  enacted,  tfc.,  That,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  aci  laying  an  embargo  on  all  Khips 
and  vessels  in  ihe  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Stales,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
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United  Slates,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  when  in  his  opinion  the  public  in- 
terest shall  not  forbid  4t.  to  gram  permission,  on 
plication  made  therefor,  to  any  inhabitant  or  in- 
habitants of  the  island  of  Nantucket,  lo  employ 
any  ship,  vessel,  or  boar,  for  ihe  purpose  of  con- 
veying from  the  main  land  to  said  island,  fuel, 
provisions,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  of  carrying 
from  Nantucket  lo  the  main  land,  in  the  ship, 
vessel,  or  boat.  oil.  spermaceti  candles,  and  fish.' 
under  such  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  with 
such  security  as  are  required  by  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  "laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

Approved,  January  25,  1814. 


An  Act  making  further  prorision  for  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  Army,  encouraging  cnlutments,  and 
authorizing  the  re-enlistments,  for  longer  periods, of 
men  whese  terms  of  service  are  about  to  expire. 
Be  it  enacted,  i^c.  That,  in  order  to  complete 
the   present  Military  Establishment   to  the  full 
number  authorized  by  law  wilh  the  greatest  pos- 
sible despatch,  there  shall  be  paid  lo  each  effective 
able  bodied  man  who  shall,  after  the  first  day  of 
February  next,  be  enlisted  into  ihe  Army  of  the 
United  Stales,  lo  serve  for  the  term  of  five  years 
or  during  the  war.  ai  his  election,  in  lieu  of  the 
bounty  in  money  and  of  the  three  months'  pay  at 
the  expiration  of  the  service  now  allowed  by  law. 
the  sura  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars; 
fifty  dollars  of  which  to  be  paid  at  the  time  the 
recruit  is  enlisted,  fifty  dollars  when  he  shall  be 
mustered  and  have  joined  some  military  corps  for 
service,  and   twenty-four  dollars  when   he  shall 
be   discharged    from   service;  and    ihe   wife  and 
children,  and.  if  he  leave  no  wife  or  children,  the 
parents  of  such    non-commissioned   officer   and 
soldier  enlisted  as  hereinbefore  slated,  who  may 
be  killed  in  action,  or  die  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sura 
of  twenty-four  dollars;  and.  after   the  said  first 
day  of  February  next,  so  much  of  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  per- 
fect organization   of  the  Armv  of  the    United 
Stales,"  passed  ihe  twentieth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand   eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  as  allows 
lo  each  able  bodied  man  enlisted  into  the  service 
of  the    United    Slates,  in    the    manner    therein 
stated,  .in  advance  of  iwenly-four  dollars  on  ac- 
count of  his  pay,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ihe 
sum  of  eight  dollars  shall  be  paid  to  any  non- 
commissioned officer,  soldier,  or  citizen,  who 
shall, after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  furnish 
and  procure  to  be  enlisted,  according  to  law,  an 
able  bodied  man  to  serve  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  or  during  ihe  war. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private, 
who  has  been  recruited  in  the  regular  Army  of 
the  United  Stales,  under  the  authority  of  the  act 


of  the  eighth  of  April,  one  thoDsaod  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,'  passed  January  eleventh,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,"  may  be  re- 
enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or  during  the 
war;  and  thai  every  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  and  private,  recruited  under  authority 
of  the  act  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  may  be  re-enlisted  for  five  years,  or 
during  the  war.  • 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, re-enlisted  under  the  authority  of  the  pre- 
ceding section,  shall  be  entitled  lo  the  bounty  al- 
lowed by  this  act  to  recruits  for  five  years  or  for 
the  war. 

Approved.  January  27,  1814. 


An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Jadge 
for  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted,  (^c.  That  there  shall  be  appointed 
an  additional  Judge  for  the  Missouri   Territory, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the   terra  of  four 
years,  unless  sooner  removed,  shall  reside  at  or 
near  the  village  of  Arkansas,  and  who  shall  pos- 
sess and    exercise  within    ihe  limits  of  the  late 
district    of   Arkansas,    as    fixed    and    established 
while   the  same  was  a  pari  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  or  as  the  limits  shall  be  established  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Missouri  Territory, 
ihe  jurisdiction  now  possessed  and  exercised  in 
,  said   district,  by  the  court  of  common  pleas,  as 
I  well  as  that  possessed  and  exercised  by  the  supe- 
rior court  within  the  said  district,  and  to  the  ex- 
clusion  of  the  original  jurisdiction  ol  the  said 
court  of  common  pleas  and  superior  court  within 
the  same:  Provided,  always.  Thai  the  said  .su- 
perior court,  or  any  judge  thereof,  in  pursuance 
of  the  lartvs  now  in  force  in  said  Territory,  or  of 
any  laws  hereafter  to  be   made  for  the  purpose, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  issue  writs 
of  error  to  the  court  established  by  this  act;   and 
said  superior  court  shall  have  cognizance  thereof, 
and  also  of  all  appeals   for  error  in   law  in  all 
causes  in  which  appeals  are  by  law  allowed  from 
the  courts   of  common    pleas    lo   said   superior 
court. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  superior  court  is  hereby  authorized,  upon  the 
reversal  of  a  judgment  of  the  court  established  by 
this  act,  to  render  such  judgment  as  thesaid  court 
ought  to  have  rendered,  except  where  the  reversal 
is  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  original  suit,  and 
the  debt  or  damages  to  be  assessed  are  uncertain,  in 
which  case  the  cause  shall  be  remanded  for  a  final 
delermioation. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
writ  of  error  shall  operate  as  a  supersedeas,  unless 
ihe  plaintiff  in  error  shall  give  security,  lo  be  ap- 
proved of  by  a  judge  of  the  superior  court,  to  pro- 
secute his  wrii  to  effect  and   pay  the  condemna- 
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money  and  all  costs,  or  otherwise  abide  the 
J^meot  which  may  be  rendered  oa  such  writ 
^  ror. 

►ic.  4.  And  bf  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
'*e  to  be  appointed   by  virtue  of  tiiis  act  shall 
int  a  clerk  of  said  court,  who  shall   be  com- 
ioned    by  the   Governor,  and   hold    his  office 
^  the  temporary  government  of  said   Ter- 
y,  unless  sooner  removed  by  said  judge, 
c.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sa*j^*^rourt  established  by  this  act  shall  hold  two 
1%  in  each  and  every  year  in  the  said  village 
kansas,  to  comojence  on    the  first  Mondays 
_  ril  and  September  annually,  and  shall  con- 
•  in   session  until   all    the  business   before  it 
;  be  disposed  of:  Provided  always^  That  the 
ijral  As.sembly  of  the  said  Territory  shall  have 
polfr  to  alter  the  times  and  place  of  holding  the 
vaiX^-ourt. 

c.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
jU(*i*,  to  be  appointed,  by  virtue  of  this  act.  shall 
rectve  the  same  salary,  and    payable  in  the  same 
m^neTj  which  is  established  by  law  for  the  judges 
id  superior  court  in  the  said    Territory  of 
ouri. 
»)proTed,  January  27,  1814. 
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Ar.#«ct  authorizing  the  Pre«ident  of  the  United  States 
l^auee  certsin  regiment«  therein  menttODed  to  be 
listed  for  five  years,  or  during  the  war. 

^,  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
?d  Slateii  be.  and  he  hereby  is, authorized  and 
etr»^*;?wered  lo  cause  to  be  enlisted,  for  the  term  of 
fiv^l^ears.  or  during  the  war,  the  fourteen  regi- 
m«»»$  of  infantry  which  are  now  by  law  author- 
iif*  to  be  enlisted  for  the  terra  of  one  year,  or 
suiX  number  of  them,  or  of  the  troops  composing 
iht^arae,  as  in  his  opinion  will  best  promote  the 
puCic  service. 

J^c.  2.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
raja^enlistecl  under  the  authority  of  this  act  shall 
bc'^ 'Sowed  ihe  same  bounty  in  money  and  land  as 
is  ^j»w  by  law  ailoweJ  lo  men  enlistcil  for  five 
ye ip«  or  during  the  war,  and  that  the  officers,  non- 
co^gaissioned  officers^,  musicians,  and  privates. 
sh;j>«r  receive  the  same  pay.  clothing,  subsistence, 
aoiV  Torage,  be  entitled  to  the  -ame  benefits,  be  sub- 
jet.tko  the  saoae  rules  and  regulations,  and  be 
pl^4d  in  every  respect  on  the  same  footing  as 
li»r^|(her  regular  troops  of  the  Uaiied  Slates. 

4fproved,  January  28,  18J4. 

;^  ikn  Act  to  raice  three  regimenta  of  KiHemen. 

i^it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  be  immediately 
rat!»i4l  such  number  of  regiments  of  riflemen,  not 
«xirvvding  three,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
def^;wiir  best  promote  the  military  service,  to 
8eri<«  for  five  years,  or  during  the  war,  unless 
wxj^^T  discharged. 

tfi;.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
rejrj[>ient  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieu- 
tei^i^t  colonel,  two  majors,  one  adjutant,  one  pay- 
in»i^r.  one  quartermaster,  one  surgeon,  one  :^ur- 
g«^its  male,  one  sergeant  major,  one  quarter- 
mol'f'^ sergeant,  two  principal  mui^icians.  and  ten 
coi^panies. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it furiher  enacted,  That  each 
company  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  third  lieu- 
tenant, and  one  ensign,  five  sergeants,  four  copo- 
rals,  two  musicians,  and  ninety  privates. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
man  recruited  under  the  authority  of  this  act  be 
allowed  the  same  bounty  in  land  and  money  as  is 
allowed  by  law  to  men  enlisted  for  five  years,  or 
during  the  war,  and  that  the  officers,  noo -com- 
missioned officer?,  musicians,  and  privates,  shall 
receive  the  same  pay,  clothing,  subsistence,  and 
forage,  be  entitled  to  the  same  provisions  for 
wounds  or  dl8abilitle^<,  the  same  benefits  and  al- 
lowances, and  be  placed  in  every  respect  on  the 
same  footing  as  ihe  other  regular  troops  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
company  of  the  regiment  of  riflemen  authorized 
to  be  raifccd  by  the  act  of  April  twelfth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ei^ht.  shall  consist  of 
ninety  privates. 

Approved  February  10,  1814. 

An  Act  for  giving  further  time  to  purchaxers  of  public 
landd  to  complete  their  payments. 
He  it  enacted.  «fc..  That   every  person   who, 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  tiiousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  ten.  had  purchased  any  tract  or  tracts 
of  land  of  the  United  States  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole   six  hundred    and    forty  acres,  unless  the 
tract  purchased  be  a  fractional  section  or  sections 
or  fractional  sections  classed  with  an    entire  sec- 
lion,  at  any  of  the  land  offices,  and  whose  lands 
have  not  already  been  actually  sold  or  reverted  to 
the  United  States  for  non-payment  of  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  shall  be  allowed  the  further  time 
of  three  years,  Irom   and   after  the  expiration  of 
the  present  period  already  given  by  law,  for  com- 
pleting the  payment  of  the  said  purchase  money  ; 
which  further  term  of  three  years  shall  be  allowed 
only  on  the  foMowing  condition:  First,  that  ail 
arrears  of  interest  on  the  purchase   money  shall 
have  been  paid  on  or  before  the  time  shall  have 
expired   for  completing  the  payment  of  the  pur- 
chase   money :  Provided.   That    in    all    cases    in 
which  the  time  for  completing  the  payment  of  tiie 
purchase  money  may  have  expired  or  shall  expire 
before  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  interest  may 
be  paid  on  or  before  that  day.     Second,  that  the 
residue  of  the  sum  due  on  account  of  the  princi- 
pal of  !^uch   purchase  shall   be  paid  with  interest 
thereon,  in  three  equal  annual   payments,  as  fol- 
lows: viz:  one  third  of  the  said  residue,  with  the 
interest  which   may   be  due  thereon,  within  one 
year;  another  third  of  the  said  residue,  with  the 
interest  which   may  be  due   thereon,  within   two 
years  ;  and  the  remaining  third  of  the  said  residue, 
with  the  interest  due  thcreoc,  within  three  years, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  completing  the 
payment  on  account  of  surh  purchase  according 
to  former  laws.     And  in  case  of  failure  in  paying 
either  the  arrears  of  interest  or  any  of  three  in- 
stalments of  principal  with  the  accruing  interest, 
at  the  time  and  times  above  mentioned,  the  tract 
of  land  shall  be  forthwith  advertised  and  offered 
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for  sale  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  directed 
by  law,  in  case  of  lands  not  paid  for  within  the 
limited  term,  and  shall  revert  in  like  manner,  if 
the  sum  due  with  interest  be  not  at  such  sale  bid- 
den and  paid:  Provided,  That  the  benefit  of  this 
act  shall  not  extend  to  any  person  or  persons  on 
account  of  any  purchase  of  any  tract  or  tracts  of 
land  made  at  any  of  the  land  offices,  northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 
Approved,  February  19,  1814. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  forre  an  act  to  raise  ten  addi- 
tional companies  of  Hangers. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  act.  entitled  "An 
act  to  raise  ten  atlditional  companies  of  rangers  " 
passed  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  ooelhou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  continued  in  force  for  one  year  from  and 
after  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Approved,  February  24,  1814. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  to  receive  into  ser- 
vice  cerUin  Volunteer  Corps. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
receive  inio  the  service  of  ihe  United  States  such 
proportion  of  the  volunteers  authorized  by  the 
act  of  sixth  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  of 
the  sixth  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  and  accepted  under  the  authority  of  said 
acts,  as  in  his  judgment  the  public  service  may 
require:  Provided,  That  ihe  volunteers  so  re- 
ceived shall  engage  to  serve  for  five  years  or 
during  the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  volun- 
teers which  shall  be  taken  into  service  under  the 
authority  of  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  entitled 
lo  the  same  bounty,  pay,  rations,  clothing,  for- 
age, and  emoluments  of  every  kind,  and  lo  the 
same  benefits  and  allowances  as  the  regular  troops 
of  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
officersof  corps  of  volunteers  which  shall  be  taken 
into  service  shall  rank  according  to  grade,  and  the 
dates  of  their  commissions  or  appointments,  with 
other  officers  of  the  Army. 

Approved,  February  24,  1814. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  return  to  their  own  districU 
of  vessel*,  detained  by  the  embargo  in  districts  other 
than  those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or 
belong. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  authorize 
the  collectors  of  the  customs  to  grant  permission 
to  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which, 
at  the  lime  when  the  masters  thereof  received 
notice  of  the  act  passed  on  the  seventeenth  day 
of  December  last,  '•  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,"  were  in  a  district  other  than  that 
where  the  said   ships  or  vetseLs  were  owned  or 


belonged,  to  return  to  the  district  where  the  owner 

or  owners  of  such  ships  or  vessels  reside,  in  bal- 
last, or  with  the  cargoes,  other  than   provisions, 
naval  and  military  stores,  which  were  on  board 
the  same  when  the  masters  received  notice  of  the 
act  as  aforesaid  :  Provided,  That   no  such  per- 
mission shall  be  granted  until  the  owner  or  mas- 
ter of  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  one  or 
more  sufficient  sureties,  shall  have  given  bond  io 
four  times   the  value  of  such  vessel,  and  of  the 
cargo,  if  any  there  be  on  board,  conditioned  that 
the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  proceed  to  any 
other  port  or  place  than  that  mentioned  in  her 
clearance,  nor   put  any  article  on   board  of  any 
other  vessel  or  boat  during  the  voyage.     And  if 
such  ship  or  vessel  shall  proceed  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  or  put  any  article  on  board  of  any 
other   vessel   or   boat  during  the   voyage,  or  be 
guilty  of  any  other  act  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  before  mentioned,  "  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States,"  or  contrary  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  her  tackle 
and  apparel,  shall   be  forfeited,  and   the   master 
shall  moreover  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be  impris- 
oned  for  a   term   not  less  than  six  months  nor 
exceeding  one  year. 

Sec.  2.   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
master  of  every  vessel  receiving  a  permission  un- 
der  this  act  shall,    before   the   departure   of  the 
same  from  port,  make  out,  under  oath,  and  de- 
liver to  the  collector  of  the  district,  a  list  of  the 
seamen  on  board  the  .same,  the  whole  of  which 
shall  be  landed  at  the  port  or  place  to  which  the 
vessel  is  permitted  to  proceed,  under  penalty  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  of  the  mas- 
ter of  such  vessel  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  competent  jurisdiction,  for  every 
seaman  which  shall  not  be  thus  landed,  except 
death  or  other  unavoidable  casualty  shall  prevent 
the  same.     And  no  vessel  receiving  such  permis- 
sion shall  take  on   board  a  number  of  seamen 
more  than  sufficient  to  navigate  the  same,  of  the 
sufficiency  of  which  number  the  collector  shall 
be  the  judge,  and  shall  be  authorized  to  refuse  a 
clearance  and  permission  to  depart,  if  the  num- 
ber of  seamen  on  board  shall  exceed  that  which 
may  in  his  opinion  be  necessary.     No  passengers 
shall  be  transported  in  such  vessel,  other  than  the 
owner,  supercargo,  or  agent  for  the  same,  or  for 
the  cargo,  if  any  there  be  on  board. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act,  unless  the  permission  hereby  authorized 
to  be  granted  shall  be  applied  for  within  three 
months  after  the  passage  thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  instruct  the 
collectors  of  the  customs,  under  such  restrictions 
and  limitations  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  clear 
out  for  any  district  within  the  United  States,  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  any  vessels  wholly  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  of  military  or  naval 
stores,  provisions,  or  other  articles  on  public  ac- 
count; and  if  any  such  vessel,  after  the  delivery 
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oC  iQch  publie  property  at  toy  port  or  place 
■^t^ia  ihe  United  States  or  the  Territories  there- 
ti^  fhall  ctase  to  be  trnployed  in  the  transporta- 
l.qii  oi  public  propeuy  as  aforesaid,  such  vessel 
n^if  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  port  or  place 
o^ lading,  or  proceed  in  ballast  only  to  the  dis- 
tfki  to  which  such  vessel  may  belong,  anything 
iif  the  ''Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
▼«i»els  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Sliies,"  pa>sed  durinj  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gf*5s,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
^pprored,  March  4,  1814. 


Act  to  ■uthorize  the  iuuing  of  Treasury  Notes  for 
le  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
id  fourteen. 

ie  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
[ited  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
{se  Treasury  notes,  for  a  sura  not  exceeding 
fif  '  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  prepared,  ."jigned,  and 
is;  led,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

lEC.  2.  And  be  it  further  eiuicted.  That  the 
Pt  |sident  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  here- 
by; fiuthorized  to  cause  Treasury  notes  for  a  fur- 
th  r  and  additional  sum,  not  eiceediog  in  the 
wi  i)le  five  millions  of  dollars,  or  such  part  tliere- 
offis  he  shall  deem  expedient,  to  be  prepared, 
8i^'ied,and  issued,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  pro- 
vided: but  the  amount  of  money  borrowed  or 
ottoined  for  the  notes  which  may  be  issued  by 
TJi|ue  of  Ibis  section,  shall  be  deemed  and  held 
■to  be  in  part  of  the  sum  which  may  be  author- 
n^  to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  any  act  author- 
uijig  a  loan  which  may  be  passed  during  the 
pr,<»-ent  session  of  Congress. 

^Ec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
$a  a  Treasury  notes  *hall  be  reimbursed  by  the 
U^ted  Stales  at  such  places,  respectively,  as  may 
bi'j^x pressed  on  the  Ijace  of  such  notes,  one  year 
re^ectively  after  th:.*  day  on  which  the  same 
shil  have  been  issued  ;  from  which  day  of  issue 
ihi^'  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  and 
t»  fifths  per  centum  a  year,  payable  to  the 
owjieror  owners  of  such  notes,  at  the  Treasury, 
proper  commissioner  of  loans,  or  by 
designated  for    that   purpose,  at  ihe 

es  4nd  times  respectively  designated  on  the 
of  said  notes  for  the  payment  of  principal. 

£c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Treasury  notes  shall  be  respectively  signed 
in  t'ehalf  of  the  United  States  by  persons  to  be 
ap-oinled  lor  that  purpo.«ie  by  the  President  of 
ih^United  States,  two  of  wtiich  persons  shall 
sif^  each  note,  and  shall  each  receive  as  a  com- 
p^'fsaiion  for  that  service,  at  the  rate  of  one  dol- 


owjier  or  o 
or  i)y  the 
thtt  officer 

»,L.T.a..1l,   A 


fao 
sa 


f  ,  

lai^and  twenty-five  cents  (or  every  hundred  note. 
la^  signed  by  them  respectively:  and  the  said 
notis  shall  likewise  be  countersigned  by  the  coia- 
ink*sioner  of  loans  for  that  State  where  the  notes 
mS/  respectively  be  made  payable,  or  by  the 
HAister  of  the  Treasury,  if  made  payable  in  the 
Dflrict  of  Columbia,  or  by  a  person  to  be  ap- 
wJpted  for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
Ujiied  Slates,  if  made  payable  in  a  State  for 
M'ch  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans;  which 


persoD  or  persons  ibas  appoinied  tball  also  re* 
ceive  as  a  compensation  for  that  service  at  the 
rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
hundred  notes  thus  signed  by  him  or  them  re- 
j^pectively. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  such 
portion  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  think  expedient,  in  payment  of  supplies 
or  debts  due  by  the  United  States,  to  such  public 
creditors  or  other  persons  as  may  choose  to  re- 
ceive such  notes  in  payment  as  aforesaid,  at  par ; 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  further  au- 
thorized, with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  borrow,  from  time  to 
time,  not  under  par,  such  suras  as  the  President 
may  think  expedient,  on  the  credit  of  such  notes ; 
or  10  sell,  not  under  par,  such  portion  of  the  said 
notes  as  the  President  raay  think  expedient:  and 
it  shall  be  a  good  execution  of  this  provision,  to 
pay  such  notes  to  such  bank  or  banks  as  wilT re- 
ceive the  same  at  par.  and  give  credit  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  amount 
thereof,  on  the  day  on  which  the  said  notes  shall 
thus  be  issued  and  paid  to  such  bank  or  banks 
respectively. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  eraploy  an  agent  or 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  selling  any  portion  of 
the  notes  which  raay  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this 
act.  A  commission  not  exceeding  one  quarter 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  thus  sold  may.  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such 
agent  or  agents,  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, IS  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  such 
commission  or  commissions  as  may  be  thus  al- 
lowed. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  transferrable  by  de- 
livery and  assignment,  endorsed  thereon  by  the 
person  to  whose  order  the  same  shall,  on  the  face 
thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes,  wherever  made  payable, 
shall  be  everywhere  received  in  payment  of  all 
duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  of  all  public  lands  -old  by  the 
said  authority.  On  every  such  payment  credit 
shall  be  given  for  the  amount  of  both  the  princi- 
pal and  the  interest  which,  on  the  day  of  such 
payment,  may  appear  due  on  the  note  or  notes 
thus  given  in  payment;  and  the  said  interest 
shall,  on  such  payments,  be  computed  at  the  rate 
of  one  cent  and  one-half  of  a  cent  per  day,  on 
every  hundred  dollars  of  principal,  and  each 
month  shall  be  computed  as  containing  thirty 
days. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  making  payment  to  the  United  States  ia 
the  said   Treasury  notej,  into  the   hands  of  any 
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collector,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other  pub-  I 
lie  officer  or  agent,  shall,  on  books  kept  according  i 
to  such  forms  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec"*- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  give  duplicate  certificates 
of  the  number  and  respective  amount  of  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  each  and  every  Treasury  note 
thus  paid  by  such  person:  and  every  collector, 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other  public  officer 
or  agent,  who  shall  thus  receive  any  of  the  said 
Treasury  notes  in  payment,  shall,  on  payment  of 
the  same  into  the   Treasury  or  into  one  of  the 
banks  where  the  public  moneys  are  or  may  be 
deposited,  receive  credit   both  for  the   principal 
and  for  the  interest  computed  as  aforesaid,  which. 
on  the  day  of  such  last  mentioned  payment,  shall 
appear  due  on   the  note  or  notes  thus    paid  in; 
and  he  shall  be  charged  I'or  llie  interest  accrued 
on  such  note  or  notes  from  the  day  on  which  the 
«ame  shall  have  been  received   by  him.  in   pay- 
ment as  aforesaid,  to  the  day  on  which  the  same 
shall  be  paid   by  him  as  aforesaid:  Provided  al- 
vays.  That  no  such  charge  or  deduction  shall  be 
made  with   respect  to  any  bank  into  which  pay- 
ments as  aforesaid   raay  be  made  to  the  United 
States,  either  by  individuals,  or  by  collectors,  re- 
ceivers, or   other   public  officers  or  agents,  and 
which  shall  receive  the«iame  as  specie?  and  give 
credit  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United    States  for 
the  amount  thereof,  including  the  interest  accrued 
and  due  on  such  notes  on  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  thus  paid  into  such  bank 
on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Comraissionersof  the  Sinking  Fund  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  cau«e  to  be 
reimbursed  and  paid,  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  Treasury  notes  which  may  be  issued  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  at  the  several  times  when  the 
same,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
should  be  thus  reimbursed  and  paid;  and  the  said 
Commissioners  are  further  authorized  to  make 
purchases  of  the  said  notes,  in  the  same  manner 
as  of  other  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  and  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  par,  for  the  amount  of  the 
principal  and  interest  due  at  the  time  of  purchase 
of  such  notes.  So  much  of  the  funds  constitut- 
ing the  annual  appropriation  of  eierht  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  payment  of  the  prmcipal  and  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  Stales  as 
may  be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  after  satisfying 
the  sums  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  inter" 
est  and  such  part  of  the  principal  of  ihe  said  debt 
as  the  United  States  are  now  pledged  annually 
to  pay  and  reimburse,  including  therein  the  in- 
terest and  principal  which  raay  becorae  payable 
upon  any  loan  or  loans  which  may  be  contracted 
by  virtue  of  any  law  passed  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  is  hereby  pledi^ed  and  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for 
the  reimbursement  or  purchase  of  the  principal 
of  the  said  notes;  and  so  much  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  as 
may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  is  hereby  ap- 
propriaied  for  making  up  any  deficiency  in  the 
funds  thus  pledged  and  appropriated  for  paying 
the  principal  and  mierest  as  aforesaid ;  and  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized 
and  directed,  for  that  purpose,  to  cause  to  be  paid 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money,  and  at  such  time  or  times 
as  will  enble  the  said  commissioners  faithfully 
and  punctually  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  said  notes. 

Sec.  11.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  preparing,  printing,  en- 
graving, signine,  and  otherwise  incident  lo  the 
issuing  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  this 
act. 

Sec.  12.  Atui  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit, or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged  or 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 
making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting  any   note,  in 
imitation  of.  or  purpoiting  to  be,  a  Treasury  note 
as  aforesaid;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or 
assist  in  falsely  altering  any  Treasury  note,  issued 
as  aforesaid  ;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or 
attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish  as  true,  any  false 
forged,  or  counterfeited  not*,  purporting  to  be  a 
Treasury  note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to 
be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited  ;  or  shall 
pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or 
publish  as  true,  any  falsely  altered  Treasury  note, 
issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely 
altered,  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  ad- 
judged guilty  of  felony,  and,  being  thereof  convicted 
by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  lo  be  im- 
prisoned and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a  period  not 
less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and 
be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars. 

Approved,  March  4,  1814. 


An  Act  to  establish  the  mode  of  laying  off  the  Terri- 

tory  of  Indiana  into  districU,  for  the  election  of  its 

members  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Indiana  Territory  be  and  it  is 
hereby  empowered,  from  time  to  time,  to  lay  off 
the  said  Territory  into  five  districts  for  the  elec- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  dis- 
tricts established  by  Governor  Harrison,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  shall  remain,  as  the  lawfully  authorized  dis- 
tricts for  Ihe  election  of  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  said  Territory,  until  the 
House  of  Representatives  thereof  shall  have  exer- 
cised the  power  vested  in  that  body  by  ihe  first 
section  of  this  act. 

Approved,  March  4,  1814. 


An  Act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of 
persons  slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States. 


•  'I 


Be  it  enacted,  dj-c,  That  if  any  officer,  seaman 
or  marine,  serving  on  board  of  any  private  armed 
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)ip  or  T?ssfl  bearihg  a  commission  of  letter  of 
larque.  shall  die,  <?r  shall  have  died  since  the 
Lghteeoth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
'  le  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  by  reason 
Jj'a  wound  received  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  leav- 
%g  a  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children 
^teen  years  of  age.  such  widow,  or  if  no  widow, 
jch  child  orchildren  shall  be  placed  on  the  pen- 
In  list  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  shall 
<ow  to  such  widow,  child  or  children,  half  the 
^  'jnthly  pension  to  which  the  rank  of  the  deceased 
>^uld  have  entitled  him  for  the  highest  rate  of 
{^ability,  under  ''An  act  regulating^  |)ension3  to 
Ull^ons  on  board  private  armed  ships  ;"  which  al- 
i  Vance  shall  continue  for  the  term  of  five  years  ; 
hLl  in  case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such 
vjj.-^ow.  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  five 
yiirs,  the  half  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  term 
s&il  go  to  the  child  or  children  of  the  deceased  : 
fyvided.  That  the  half  pay  shall  cease  on  the 


paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved.  March  9.  1814. 


^th  of  such  child  or  children.     And  the  several 
;,5ions  hereby  directed  shall  be  paid  by  direction 
ihe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  out  of  the  fund  pro- 
led  by  the  seventeenth  section  ofan  act.  entitled 
[n  act  concerning  fetters  of  marque,  prizes  and 
life  goods,"  and  from  no  other. 
,;ec.  2.  And  be  itffurther  enacted.  That  if  any 
iraan  or  marine  beJongitlg  to  the  Navy  of  the 
jpited  States  shall  die.  or  if  any  officer,  seaman 
o(|marine.  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 
*^tes,  shall  have  died,  since  the  eighteenth  day 
iJune,  in   the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
fcit  hundred  and  twelve,  by  reason  of  a  wound 
[»ived  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  leaving  a  widow, 
if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under  sixteen 
^rs  of  age,  such  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  such 
j.d  or  children  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half 
U>[»ODthly  pay  to  which  the  deceas'^d  was  enti- 
ll>.»1  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  allowance 
sl^Ji^l  continue  for  the"  term  of  five  years  ;  but  in 
cf^  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow. 
b*|^re  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  five  years 
th^half  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  shnll 
g<^<y  the  child  or  children  of  the  deceased  :  Pro- 
vif/d.  That  such  half  pay  shall  cease  on  the  death 
ofi;.uch  child  or  children.     And  the  money  re- 

■^hall    be  paid  out  of  the 
ier  the  direction  of   the 
C'^raissioners  of  that  fund. 
,pproved,  March  4,  18U. 


of^uch  child  or  children 
qifced  for  ihis  purpose  si 
tn£y  pension  fund,  unde 
commissioners  of  that  func 
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V  — 

Ato^JjVct  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  State« 
V  cause  to  l>e  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or 
Hg^re  floating  batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  waters 
iirthe  United  States. 

Mt  it  ena-.ted,  f  c,  That  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dr^^  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
apji/c>priated,  for  the  purpose  of  building,  equip- 
pii.^;  and  putting  into  service,  one  or  more  floai- 
injk  jaiteries,  of  such  maffnilude  and  construction 
^^all  appear  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Bt^iBps  best  adapted  to  attack,  repel,  or  destroy  any 
^ly^^  ships  of  the  enemy  which  may  approach 
lh,»r,ioresorenter  the  waters  of  the  United  States; 
*Wihat  the  sum   hereby  appropriated  shall  be 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  a  fire  insurance  company  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Be  it  enacted,  «^c.,  That  those  who  shall  be- 
come subscribers  to  the  company,  their  successors 
and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  created,  a 
body  politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  "  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria  ;"  and  khatl 
by  that  name  have  succession,  and  shall  be  able 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  in 
all  courts  of  law  in  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sub- 
scription   be  opened  in    the  town  of  Alexandria 
under   the  direction  of  James  B.  Nickolls.  Cuth- 
bert   Powell,  Jonah  Thompson,  Thomas  Vowell, 
and   James  H.  Hooe,  George  Taylor,  John  Mc- 
Kenney,  Philip  Triplett,  Craven  T.  Peyton,  and 
Nathaniel    Wattles,  or  a  majority  of  them,  for 
raising  a  capital  stock  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  shares  of  twenty-five  dollars 
each  ;  and  that  each  person  upon  subscribing  pay 
to  the  persons  abovementioned,  five  dollars  "upon 
each  share  so  subscribfld  for;  and    that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  twenty-five  dollar.s  shall  be  secured 
by   negotiable  notes,  signed  and  endorsed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  aforesaid  James  B.  Nickolls, 
Cuihbert    Powell,  Jonah     Thomp.son,    Thomas 
Vowell,  and    James   H.    Hooe,    George  Taylor 
John  McKinney,  Philip  Triplett,  Craven  T.  Pey- 
ton and  Nathaniel  Wattles,  or  a  majority  of  them 
and  payment  thereof  may  be  thereafter  demanded 
at  such   times,  and   in  such   proportions,   as  the 
president  and  directors  hereafter  mentioned  shall 
judge  advisable,   giving  six  weeks  notice  in   at 
least  three  of  the  gazettes  printed  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
subscriber  shall  be  entitled  to  rote,  by  himself,  his 
agent,  or  proxy,  appointed   under  his   hand   and 
seal,  attested   by  two   witnesses,  at   all   elections 
made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall  have  as  many 
votes  as  he  holds  shares  as  far  as  ten  shares  ;  one 
rote  for  every  five  shares  which  he  may  hold  over 
ten  shares,  as  far  as  fifty  other  shares;  and  one 
vote  for  every  thirty  shares  which  he  may  hold 
over  sixty  shares.     And  every  stockholder  (not 
in  debt  to  the  company)  may  at  pleasure,  in  per- 
son, or  by  power  of  attorney,  assign  and  transfer 
his  stock  in  tht-  company,  on   the  books  of  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof  not  being  less  than  a 
whole  share  ;  but  no  stockholder  indebted  to  the 
company  shall  be  permitted  to  make  a  transfer 
or  receive  a  dividend,  until  such  debt  is  paid  or 
secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  president  and 
directors. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon 
as  five  thousand  shares  shall  be  subscribed,  the 
persons  hereby  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions 
shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  giving  two 
weeks  notice  in  three  of  the  papers  printed  within 
the  district  ;  and  the  subscribers  who  shall  assem- 
ble iQ  perspn,  or  by  proxy,  shall  choose  by  ballot, 
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from  among  the  stockholders,  by  a  majority  of 
votes,  twelve  directors,  who  shall  continue  in  of- 
fice until  the  first  Monday  in  November,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  nundred  and  fourteen, 
on  which  .Monday  in  November,  in  every  succeed- 
ing year  thereafter,  an  election  shall  be  held  for 
twelve  directors  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  continue 
in  office  for  one  year  from  the  time  of  their  elec- 
tion, and   until  others   be  chosen   in   their  stead. 
And  the  said  directors,  at  their  first  meeting,  shall 
choose  amongst  themselves,  or  the  stockholders 
at  large,  a  president,  and  allow  him  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  his  services;   and   in  case  of 
death,  removal,  resignation,  or  other  disqualifica- 
tion of  the  president,  or  any  of  the  directors,  the 
remaining  directors  may  elect  others  to  supply 
their  place,  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  for 
which  they  were  chosen  ;  and  in  every  case  where 
one  of  the  directors  shall  be  chosen  president,  the 
vacancy  shall  be  supplied  as  in  the  case  of  death, 
removal,  or  resignation.     That  the  persons  hereby 
authorized  to  receive  subscriptions,  or  anv  three 
of  them,  be  a  committee  to  superintend  the  first 
election   of  directors,  and   a   committee    of   five 
stockholders,  not  being  directors,  be  appointed  by 
the   directors,    to  superintend    every   succeeding 
election. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  have  authority  to 
ordain  and  make  such  bylaws,  ordinances,  and 
regulations,  as  shall  appear  nece.'wary  for  regula- 
ting and  conducting  the  concerns  of  the  company, 
not  being  conirary  to  this  act,  or  the  laws  and 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  And  the  funds 
of  the  company  as  they  shall  arise  may  be  vested 
in  the  stock  of  any  of  the  banks  in  the  United 
States,  such  personal  property  or  ground  rent-,  as 
the  president  and  directors  shall  judge  most  ad- 
vantageous: Provided  always  and  be  it  enacted, 
That  the  funds  and  property  of  this  company,  of 
whatever  description,  are  declared  to  be  liable  to 
attachment  and  execution  for  debt,  in  like  man- 
ner as  personal  property. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
members  of  the  company  shall  not  be  liable  for 
any  loss,  damage,  or  responsibility,  other  than 
the  property  they  have  in  the  capital  and  funds 
of  the  company  to  the  amount  of  the  shares  re- 
spectively held  by  them,  and  any  profits  arising 
therefrom  not  divided:  Provided,  That  the  said 
corporation  shall,  from  lime  to  time,  apply  all 
sums  of  money  received  by  them  for  premiums 
to  the  payment  of  losses  in  the  first  instance,  and 
to  make  up  the  amount  of  their  original  capital 
whenever  it  shall  have  suffered  any  diminution 
by  los^:es,  and  that  dividends  shall  be  made  of  the 
net  profits  arising  on  the  capital  stock,  at  such 
periods  as  the  president  and  directors  may  judge 
proper,  not  oftener  than  once  in  six  months  ;  and 
the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  stockholders  or  their 
legal  representatives;  but  if  a  dividend  shall  be 
at  any  time  declared  of  a  greater  amount  than 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  said  company  at  the  time 
of  making  the  same,  each  and  every  director  that 
consented  thereto  shall,  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  liable  for,  in  his  individual  capacity,  and  bound 


to  contribute  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the 
capital  stock  occasioned  by  such  improper  ditri- 
dend. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That   the 
president   and   directors  shall   have  the  disposal, 
direction,  and  management  of  those  shares  which 
may  not  be  disposed  of  at  the  formation  of  the 
company,  and  power  also  to  provide  by  purchase 
or  otherwise  a   suitable   place  for  an   office;  to 
make  all  rules  and  regulations  for  conducting  the 
business  of  insurance   and    the  concerns  of   the 
company,  not  provided  for  by  this  act;  toappoint 
a  secretary  and  such  other  officers  as  they  may 
find  necessary,  and  to  make  such  compensation 
for  their  services  as  they  may  deem  proper.     That 
they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
insurances  against  fire,  on  any  and  every  descrip- 
tion   of  property:  all  policies  of  insurance  and 
other  contracts  made  by  said  company,  signed  by 
the  president,  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary, 
shall  be  obligatory  on  said  company,  and  hare 
the  same  effect  as  if  the  said  policies  and  contracts 
had  been  attested  by  a  corporate  st-al. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
losses  arising  on  any  insurance  shall  be  adjusted 
by  the  president  and  directors,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  the  policy,  and  paid  out  of  the  joint  funds 
and  property  of  the  company.  That  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  shall  make  a  full  and  fair  state- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  company  every  six 
months,  and  a  dividend  of  the  profits. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  action  shall  be  prosecuted  on  any  insurance 
made  by  virtue  of  this  act.  it  shall  be  deemed  suf- 
ficient service  o(  such  procets  to  leave  a  copy 
thereof  with  the  president  or  secretary  for  the 
time  being  ;  and  all  recoveries  had,  in  any  such 
action  or  actions,  shall  be  conclusive  on  the  com- 
pany, so  far  as  to  render  the  stock  and  property 
of  the  company  liable,  and  no  further. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  for  and  during 
the  term  of  twenty  years  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing thereof,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 

Approved,  March  9.  1814. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States,including  the  volunteersand  militia  intheir 
actual  service,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
liundred  and  fourteen,  for  ordnance,  fortifications, 
and  the  Indian  department,  the  following  sums, 
including  the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  already  appropriated  by  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  cer- 
tain partial  appropriations  for  the  year  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that 
IS  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates, 
including  the  private  servants  kept  by  oflicers, 
and  for  the  pay  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  in 
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*Vbe  actual  lerrice  of  the  United   States,  s^ven 

f  million  aine  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  three 
Jlbundred  and  sixty  dollars.' 

4     For  furage  to  officers,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
iTour  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-iix  dol- 

^     For  subsistence  of  the  army,  and  of  volunteers 
^>'nd  railitia,  four  million  nine  hundred  and  seven- 
Cy^ea  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars, 
-i    For  camp  and  field  equipage,  four  hundred  and 
yixty  thousand,  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  two 
undred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 
For  bounties  and   premiums,  two  million  five 
i-undred  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  clothing,  two  million  thirlv-sii  thousand 
[pilars. 

For  the  Quartermaster's  department,  three  mil- 
^Q  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  including 
rsenals,  magazines,  and  armories,  seven  hundred 
_,liousand  dollars. 
4  For  fortifications,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
■•^  ?For  contingencies,  seven  hundred  thousand 
^^fllars. 

^  For  the  Indian  department,  four  hundred  and 
^ixty-four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
J;  Sec.  3.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
.'^•^veral  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
■jfxd  out  ot  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
.,^ise  appropriated. 
^''SApproved.  March  19,  1814. 


l^: 


:^n  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
'^Navy  o»-  the  United  State.,  for  the  year  one  thouB- 
?^.and  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

T^f  it  enacted,  ft-.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 

i^nses  of  the   Navy  for   the  year   one   thousand 

^ght  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  following  sums. 

jl^ycluding   the  sum  of  one  million  of  doflars  al- 

:gady  appropriated   by  the  act,  entitled   "An  act 

faking  certain  partial  appropriations  for  the  year 

e.ie  thousand   eight    hundred   and   fourteen,"  be, 

■-^d  the  same  hereby  are,   respectively  appronri- 

•.jjed,  that  is  to  say:  ^     1 1     k 

t^PoT  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 

i^'  the  seamen,  two  million  five  hundred  and  sev- 

«Jty-nine  thousand  three   hundred  and  fortv-one 

4^Mars.  '' 

:^For  provisions,  one  million  four  hundred  and 
^ftirty-ni.oe  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two  dol- 
■  l|rs  and  fitty-two  cents. 

■fFoT  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
■^^  account  of  the  sick,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
p^ousand  dollars. 

•4  For  repairs  of  vessels,  one  million  five  hundred 
^ousand  dollars. 

■IjFor   contingent   expenses,    including   frei^rht 
liljinsportation,  and  recruiting  expenses,  five  h'un- 
t(  ed  thousrand  dollars. 

; ;  For  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  military  stores 
;{^ree  hundred  thouitnd  dollars.  ' 

i.  For  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharves,  one  hun- 
jdied  thou>and  dollars. 

•  '^'For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps 
'i 


two  hundred  and  eighteen  thoosand  two  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  seventy-one  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and 
ten  cents. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  twenty-seven 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  sey- 
enty-fivecents. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  the  same,  forty-six 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  approoriations  hereinbefore  made  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  19,  1814. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  allow- 
ing a  bounty  to  the  owners,  officer*  and  crewaof  the 
pfivate  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Sutcs." 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  in  lieu  of  the  bounty 
now  allowed  by  law,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  owners,  officers  and  crews 
of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
commi-ssioned  as  letters  of  marque,  for  each  and 
every  prisoner  by  ihem  captured  and  delivered 
to  an  agent  authorized  to  receive  him  in  any  port 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  a  Power  at  war  with 
Great  Britain,  or  delivered  at  any  station  within 
the  dominionsof  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  estab- 
lished for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  where- 
by such  prisoner  shall  be  actually  placed,  and  al- 
lowed by  the  Government  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  account  of  pris- 
oners  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  such 
owners,  officers  and  crews  of  private  armed  ves- 
sels commissioned  as  aforesaid,  or  their  agent.s 
t^he  aioresaid  sum  for  each  prisoner  captured  and 
delivered  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  eruicted,  That,  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  19.  1814. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  «fc.  That,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  departments 
and  offices  ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  several 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same  ;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants;  for  the  support  of  the  mint 
establishment;  for  the  expense  of  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations;  for  the  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  ;  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public  lands, 
and  for  satisfying  certain  miscellaneous  claims, 
the  following  sums  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say  • 
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For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprekentatives, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
houses  of  Congress,  fifty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  library  of  Congress, 
including  the  librarian's  allowance  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  tliirty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  department, 
including  a  clerk  on  old  records,  and  a  clerk  and 
messenger  in  the  Patent  office,  fifteen  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
said  department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per  centum 
on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act.  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and 
to  authorize  the  laying  out  certain  public  roads, 
and  for  other  purposes."  one  thousand  and  seven- 
ty-two dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  department,  including  the  expense  of 
printing  and  distributing  ten  thousand  four  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  and  second 
session  of  the  thirteenth  Congress,  and  printing 
the  laws  in  newspapers,  twenty  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Forcompens  ition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
dollars  and  eighty-one  cents. 

For  expense  ol  translaline  foreign  languages, 
allowance  te  the  person  employed  in  transmitting 
passports  and  sea-letters,  and  for  stationery  and 
printing  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  of- 
fice, including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  dollars  for  compensation  to 
his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six, fourteen  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty  SIX  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 
persons  emjiloyed  in  his  office,  including  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  for  compensation  to  his 
clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act 
of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 


hundred  and  six,  seven   thousand    two  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-five  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasurer's  office, 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  of- 
fice, nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Revenue  office,  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  five  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents,  the 
amount  of  expenditures  for  these  objects  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
for  which  no  appropriation  has  been  made,  nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars 
and  thirty-six  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  two 
cents. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
per  centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act.  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 
of  clerk*,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  six  thousand 
six  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and  nine  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  the  Re- 
gister's office,  for  stamping,  and  arranging  ships' 
registers,  ninety  dollars. 

For  expen.se  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Register's  office,  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  book^.'maps  and  charts  for 
the  Treasury  Department,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent  and  two 
watchmen,  employed  to  secure  the  buildings  and 
records  of  the  Treasury  Department  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
including  expenses  and  repairs  of  two  tire  engines, 
buckets  and  lanterns,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  stating  and  print- 
ing the  public  accounts  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by 
the  act  ol  April  twenty-first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ten  dollars. 
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For  expenw  of  fae!,  stationery,   printing,  and 
;.pthcr  contingent  expenses   in    the   office  of  the 
rlrBecretay  of  War.  two  thousand  dollars. 
'  ;■    For  corapensaiion   to  the  Accountant  of  the 
■jtWar  Department,  clerks,  and   persons  employed 
^n  his  office,  including  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
.aJollars  for  clerk  hire,   in  addition   to  the  sum  al- 
lowed by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  twenty-five  thou- 

fand  nin«  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

r   For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
:^*ountant  of  tfie  War  Department,  one  thousand 

liollars. 

•  #  For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
;  Ae  War  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
;fentum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act.  entitled 
;  JAn  act  to  regulate  and  fix    the  compensation  of 

ilerks,  and   to  authorize  the   laying  out  certain 
;  «jblic  roads,  and  for  other  purposes."  two  thou- 

^nd  two  hundred  and  tweniy-six  dollars. 
\y.  For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger 

•  iif\  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  nme 
;  Jkiousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
:•  ^  For  compensaiiun  to  the  Superintendent  Gen- 
:  f»ral  of  Military  Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  em- 
I  ^ployed  in  his  office,  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and 

•  liU  dollars. 

:  "   For   contingent   expenses  in   the  office  of  the 

;  t'.uperinttndent  General  of  Military  Supolies  five 
^Irundred  dollars.  „^      '       ^^       ' 

.  ];  For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Adjutant 
j^ad  Inspector  General's  office,  one  thousand  five 
;  l^undred  dollars. 

;  {  For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
•^erks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  includ- 
:%g  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars 
'■Jri  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
.twenty-first  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
]^jffd  six,  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten 
j  (pilars. 

ii^For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
:^rcretary  of  the  Navy,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
■-ived  dollars. 

t  rTor  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
jlChvy,  clerks,  and  persons,  employed  in  his  office 
,i|rcludiug  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  a 
:((?>ficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  year  one 
fl^uusand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  a  fur- 
tX'^r  sum  of  three  ihou-and  dollars  in  addition  to 
jftV  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  April  twenty-first 


II 


e  thousand   eight   hundred  and  six,  fourteen 
jusand  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 
___F'or  contin|ent  expenses  in   the  office  of  the 
/^rcounlantof  the  Navy,  one  thousand  dollars. 
»^For  additional  compensation   to  the  clerks  in 
Navy  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
3uura  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act.  entitled 
\a  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
*rks,  and  lo  authorize  the  laying  out  of  certain 
rblic  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  one  thou- 
ij-pd  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 
^For  conipensaiion   to  the  Postmaster  General 
psistant  Postmasters   General,  clerks,  and   per- 
[|os  empl'>yed  m  the  General  Post  Office,  includ- 
^one  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  dollars 
jd  twenty-five  cents,  for  deficiencies  in  the  ap- 


propriations  for  the  years  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve, and  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  and  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  five  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  allowed  for  the  compensation  of  clerks 
by  the  act  of  April  twenty-first,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  twenty-three  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  twenty- 
fire  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Post 
Office,  two  thouband  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  General  Post  Office,  not  exceeding 
fifteen  per  centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,*^ 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  one  dollars  arid 
seventy-five  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  Loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks,  of  the  Cora- 
misioners  of  Loans,  including  a  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  in  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore 
allowed  by  law,  and  for  allowance  to  certain 
Loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  clerk-hire,  and  to  defray 
the  authorized  expenses  of  the  several  Loan  of- 
fices, seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General 
and  his  clerks,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  Lands 
south  of  Tennessee,  and  the  clerks  employed  in 
his  office,  and  for  stationery  and  other  contingen- 
cies, three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  corapensaiion  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint 
viz :  ' 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

The  Assayer,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

The  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

One  clerk,  at  seven  hundred  dollars. 

One  clerk,  at  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent operations  of  the  Mint,  including  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  allowed  to  an*  assistant 
coiner  and  die  forger,  and  six  hundred  dollars 
allowed  to  an  assistant  engraver,  eight  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  iron  and  ma- 
chinery, rents,  and  other  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Mint,  three  thousand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  allowances  for  wastage  in  the  gold  and 
silver  coinage,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Governor.  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  cost  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 


PmUie  Act9  ef  Cottfrtm. 


contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollar.«. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  cost  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
coniiogent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,and 
Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

For  cost  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses,  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compeosaiion  to  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary,  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  cost  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary,  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand SIX  hundred  dollars. 

For  cost  of  Stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  Stales,  on  account  of  the  civil  depart- 
ment, not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have 
been  admitted  in  due  course  of  seillemeat  at  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  ?ranted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Jusiiee,  the  associate  Judges,  and  district  Judges, 
of  the  United  Stales,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
and  associate  Judges  of  the  Di>lrict  of  Columbia. 
and  the  Attorney  General,  siiiyiwo  thousand 
dollars. 

For  like  compeosaiion.s  granted  to  the  several 
district  attorneys  of  the  United  Slates,  including 
those  of  the  several  Territories,  four  thousand  six 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  like  compensations  granted  to  the  several 
marshals  for  the  districLs  of  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  New  Jer>ey,  North  Carolina, 
Kentucky,  Ohio.  East  and  West  Tennessee,  and 
of  the  several  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  Di.-trict  courts  of  the  United  Sia;es, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
and  wiinessfs,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  penaltifs,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  offences  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions,  granted  by 
the  late  Government,  eight  hundred  sixty  dollar^. 
For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to 
the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  nine- 
ty-eight thousand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  siakeages 
of  channels,  bars,  and  shoah,  including  repairs 
and  improvements,  and  contingent  expenses,  six- 
ty-nine thousand  one  hundred  dollars  and  twenty- 
eight  cents. 


For  the  following  objects,  being  the  balances 
of  former  appropriations,  for  the  same  purposes, 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  viz  : 

For  erecting  light-houses  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  aror  near  the  pitch  of  Cape 
Lookout,  in  North  Carolina,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Cumberland  Island,  in  Georgia,  four  thousand 
dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Sapelo  Island,  in  Georgia,  and  placing  buoys 
and  beacons  on  Dobay  bar  and  Beach  point,  four 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars 
and  eighty-one  cents. 

For  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  or  near  the 
entrance  of  Beverly  harbor,  in  Massdchusetls. 
three  hundred  and  fifiy  dollars. 

For  erecting  two  lights  on  Lake  Erie,  viz:  on 
or  near  Bird  Island,  and  on  or  near  Presque  Isle, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  placing  two  beacons  and  buoys  at  or  near 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  New  Haven,  in  Con- 
necticut, one  hundred  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor of  Edgarlown,  in  Massachusetts,  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and 
forty-three  cents. 

For  placing  buoys  at  or  near  the  main  bar  and 
new  inlet  bar  off  Cape  Fear,  in  North  Carolina, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  beacon  on  a  point  of  land  near 
New  Inlet,  in  North  Carolina,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  completing  the  fitting  up  of  all  the  light- 
houses with  Winslow  Lewis's  improvements,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
public  lands  within  the  several  Territories  of  the 
United  Slates,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  and  safe-keeping  of  prisoners 
of  war,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  Government, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  printing  one  thousand  co- 
pies of  the  Digest  of  Manufactures,  pursuant  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
ninth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  support  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  in 
addition  lo  the  funds  already  appropriated  by 
law,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries,  allowances,  and  contingent 
expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  eighty-nine  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  foreign  nations,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed  Ame- 
rican seamen,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  agents  at  Paris  and  Copenha- 
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-Sen,  in  relation  to  priae  caases  and  captures  of 

y^merican  vessels,  four  thousand  dollars. 
jr;  For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
^gainst  the  UnUfd  States,  not  otherwise  pro- 
y^ided  for.  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due 
•^urse  of  setllerae.Tt  at  the  Treasury,  four  thou- 
!^^nd  dollars. 

■  v;  Sec.  2<  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the 
jvsiveral  appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
J.j}.-*  paid  and  discharfred  out  of  the  fund  of  six 
25>undred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  act 
vijraaking  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United 
•imitates,  and  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
'  jjfwt  otherwise  appropriated. 
;!  ■  Approved,  March  24,  1814. 


n  Act  to  authorize  a  loan   for  a  sura   not  exceeding 

twenty-five  millions  of  dollars. 
Be  it  tnacted,  «fc.,  That  the   President  of  the 
Tnited  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
>?.orrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  Uuited  Slates,  a  sum 
\ot  exceeding  twenty-five   raillicns  of  dollars,  to 
-«  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
I'reasury   or  which  may  be  received  from  other 
^uurces,  to  defray  any  expenses  which  have  been 
jjr,  during  ihe  present  year,  may  be  authorized  by 
*,aw.  and  for  which  appropriaiions  iiave  been  or, 
^hiring  the  present   year,  may  be  made   by  law: 
"provided,  That  no  engagement  or  contract  shall 
-Je  entered  into  which  shall  preclude  the  United 
tates  Irom  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  thus 
jrrowed    at   any    time   after   the   expiration  of 
^Ivelve  years  from  the  last  day  of  December  next. 
.*Sec.2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.   That  the 
*tecretary  of  the  Treasurv.  wiih  the  approbation 
,*  the  Prc^ldent  of  the  United  Slates,  be  and  he 
hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted 
rtificaies  of  slock,  signed   by  the   Register  of 
e   Treasury,  or  by  a  Commissioner  of  Loans, 
_  r  the  sum  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  or  for  any 
.•V^rt  thereof,  and  the  same  to  be  sold.     And  the 
■  ;;tcretary  uf  the  Treasury  shall  lay  before  Con- 
j^ess,  during  the  first  week  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
■i^ary,  one   thousand   eight  hundred  and   fifieeo, 
I  account  of  all  the  moneys  obtained  by  the  .sale 
J,  the  certificates  of  stock  in  manner  aforesaid 
fO^elher  v;uh  a  statement  of  the  rate  at  which 
'Jk^  same  may  have  been  sold. 
^^S*^'^-  ^-   '^'^  ^   ''  further  enacted,  That  the 
:*cretary  of  the   Treasury  b«  and  he  is  hereby 
•^ihonzed,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
'j^  the   United   States,   to  employ   an    agent  or 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions 
:.■  the  loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  seilintr 
:ijky   part  o{  the  slock   to  be  created  by  virtue 
'<5ereof.     A  commission  not  exceeding  one  quar- 
.W*  of  one  per  cent,  on   the  amount  thus  sold,  or 
»•  which  subscriptions  shall  have  been  thus  ob- 
a/.ned,  may.  by  the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
M  allowed  to  such  agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum 
fi%i  exceeding  sixty-six   thousand   dollars,  to  be 


ing  the  expenses  of  printing  and  issuing  the  sub- 
scription certificates,  and  certificates  of  stock,  and 
other  expenses  incident  to  the  completing  of  the 
loan  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sec.    4.    And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  so 
moch  of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  ap- 
propriation of  eight  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  wanted 
for  that  purpose,  after  satisfying  the  sums  neces- 
sary for  the   payment  of  the  interest  and   such 
part  of  the  principal  of  such  debt  as  the  United 
Slates  are  now  pledged  annually  to  p.iy  or  reim- 
burse,  is   hereby    pledged    and   appropriated    for 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal  of  the  stock  which 
may  be   created   by  virtue  of  this  act.     It  shall 
accordingly  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid 
out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly,  such  sum  and  sums  as 
may  be  annually  wanted  to  discharge  the  inter- 
est accruing  on  the  said  stock,  and  to  Reimburse 
the  principal   as  the  same  become  due,  and  may 
be  discharged  in   conformity  with   the  terms  of 
the  loan  ;  and  they  are  further  authorized  to  ap- 
ply, from   lime   to  time,  such  sum   or  sums  out 
of   the   said    fund    as    they    may    think    proper, 
towards  redeeming,  by  purchase  and   at  a  price 
not  above  par,  the  principal  of  the  said  stock,  or 
any  part   thereof.     And    the  faith  of  the  United 
States  Is   hereby  pledged   to  establish   suflicient 
revenue's  for  making  good  any   deficiency  that 
may  hereafter  take  place  in  the  funds  hereby  ap- 
propriated for  paying  the  said  interest  and  prin- 
cipal sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum  authorized 
to  be   borrowed   by  virtue  of  this   act,  anything 
in    any  of  their  charters  to    the    contrary   not- 
withstanding. 
Approved,  March  24.  1814. 


j^J  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  ether- 
ise appropriated,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  pay- 
mi  the  amount  of  i,uch  commission  or  commis- 
sions as  may  be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defray- 


An  Act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  District  Courta 
of  the  United  Sutes  for  the  Virginia  District. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  instead  of  the  time 
heretofore  prescribed  by  law  for  the  sessions  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
Virginia  district,  the  said  court  shall  hereafter 
commence  its  sessions  on  the  following  days  in 
each  year,  that  is  to  say:  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
April,  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  in  the 
city  of  Richmond,  and  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
and  on  the  first  day  of  November,  in  the  borough 
of  Norfolk. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  court,  at  its  sessions  to  be  commenced  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  April 
next,  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  on  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  in  Norfolk,  shall  have  tiie  same 
right,  power,  and  jurisdiction  over  all  actions, 
suits,  process,  notices,  pleadings,  and  recogni- 
sances, and  all  other  proceedings,  of  what  nature 
or  kind  soever,  civil  or  criminal,  as  the  said 
court  might  or  could  possess  and  lawfully  exer- 
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cise,  if  the  sessions  of  the  said  court,  instead  of 
being  commenced  on  ihe  said  twelfth  day  of  April 
next,  and  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  should 
have  been  commenced  on  the  days  heretofore 
prescribed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  actions,  suits, 
process,  notices,  pleadings,  and  recognisances, 
and  all  other  proceedings  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever,  civil  or  criminal,  returnable  to  or  having 
day  in  the  said  court  during  the  session  ihereot, 
shall  be  returnable  to  and  have  day  in  the  ses- 
sions of  the  said  court,  as  prescribed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  4,  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if,  at 
any  time,  the  day  prescribed  by  this  act  for  com- 
mencing a  session  of  the  said  court  shall  be  a 
Sunday,  the  said  court  shall  commence  aud  hold 
.  its  session  on  the  following  day. 

Approved,  March  24,  1814. 


An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  du- 
ties on  all  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise  and  of 
ships  and  vessels." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  condition  of  the 
bond  required  to  be  given  by  every  auctioneer,  by 
the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise  and 
of  ships  and  vessels,"  passed  ihe  twenty-fourth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  shall  be,  that  the  said  auctioneer  shall 
render  the  quarterly  account,  in  writing,  required 
of  him  by  i>aid  acl.  within  twenty  days  after  the 
first  day  of  April,  July,  October,  and  January,  in 
each  year,  and  that  in  the  said  quarterly  return 
shall  be  slated  the  aagregate  amount  of  goods, 
wares,  merchandise,  and  effects,  liable  to  duty 
sold  by  him  on  each  day  during  the  quarter,  with 
the  date  of  such  sale,  anything  in  the  said  act 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  March  24,  1814. 


An  Act  concerning  Hhawneetown. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  tract  of  land,  not  ex- 
ceeding iwo  sections,  in  the  Illinois  Territory, 
adjoining  Shawneetown.  shall,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Surveyor  General,  be  laid  off  into 
town  lots,  streets,  and  avenues,  and  out-lols,  in 
the  same  manner,  under  the  same  restrictions,  as 
are  prescribed  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Surveyor  General,  or  the  person 
by  him  authorized  to  carry  this  act  into  effect,  to 
select  the  two  sections  so  as  to  extend  the  said 
town  to  the  high  lands  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  as 
it  is  now  laid  out. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
lots  in  .said  town  shall  be  offered  for  sale  at  the 
same  lime,  and  on  the  same  terras  and  conditions, 
as  are  provided  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  before 
recited  act. 

Approved.  March  28,  1814. 


An  Act  for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and  supply- 
ing, the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  first,  second,  and 
third  regiments  of  artillery  be  formed  into  one 
corps,  and  organized  into  twelve  battalions,  as 
follows,  to  wit  :  six  lieutenant  colonels,  six  ma- 
jors, twelve  adjutants,  twelve  quartermasters, 
and  forty-eight  companies. 

Sec.  2.  And  be^t  further  enacted.  That  each 
company  shall  consist  of  one  captain. one  first  lieu- 
tenant, two  second  lieutenants,  one  third  lieuten- 
ant, five  sergeants,  one  quartermaster's  sergeant, 
eight  corporals,  four  musicians,  and  one  hundred 
privates. 

Sec.  3.  Aiul  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  be  authorized  to  assign  one  of  the  two 
second  lieutenants  hereby  provided  for  each  com- 
pany, as  a  conductor  of  artillery  for  said  com- 
pany, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receipt  and 
account  for  all  ammunition,  implements,  and 
cannon,  furnished  by  the  ordnance  department 
for  said  company,  and  to  do  and  perform  such 
other  services  as  the  War  Department  may  di- 
rect ;  and  that  for  the  performance  of  these  ser- 
vices they  be  allowed  each  ten  dollars  extra  pajr 
per  month. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
lieu  of  the  two  regiments  of  light  dragoons  now  in 
service,  there  shall  be  organized  one  regiment,  to 
consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
two  majors,  one  adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  one 
surgeon,  two  surgeons'  mates,  one  sergeant  ma- 
jor, one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  principal 
musician,  one  principal  farrier,  and  eight  troops. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
troop  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  lieu- 
tenant, one  second  lieutenant,  one  third  lieuten- 
ant, one  cornet,  five  sergeants,  eight  corporals, 
one  riding  master,  one  master  of  the  sword,  two 
trumpeters  or  buglers,  one  farrier,  one  black- 
smith, one  saddler,  and  ninety-six  privates. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  and  the  regiment 
of  light  artillery,  shall  severally  receive  the  same 
pay  as  is  now  provided  by  law  for  the  light  dra- 
goons in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  subalterns  of  all  other  corps  shall  be  allowed 
one  ration  in  addition  to  the  pay  authorized  by 
existing  laws. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  annually  to  each  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  musician,  and  private,  in  the  corps 
of  sea-fencibles.  one  blanket,  one  knapsack,  and 
one  canteen. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  prescribe  the  quantity  and  kind 
of  clothing  to  be  issued  annually  to  the  troops  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  afier  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  officers 
of  the  Army  shall  be  entitled  to  waiters  agreeable 
to  grade,  as  follows:  a  major  general,  four  wait- 
ers; a  brigadier  general,  three  ;  a  colonel,  two  ; 
the  physician  and  surgeon  general,  two  ;  a  lieu- 
tenant   colonel,   major,    and    hospital    surgeon. 
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•>^cb,  one  ;  the  officers  of  each  company,  three  ; 
•^Ji^ery  commissioned  officer  who  holds  a  staff  ap- 
^.So\n\meni  which  o[ives  the  rank  of  captain,  or 
'•^y  higher  grade,  one  ;  and   to  every  cotupany 

.i«jP5cer  who  conaiuands  a  separate  post  deiach- 
;..iMeDt,  one;  any  law  or  regulation  heretofore  ex- 
j^^iog  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
K-^Sec.  10.  And  it  further  enacted,  That  no  cffi 
\  ti^f  shall  be  permitied  to  employ  as  a  servant  any 
.  -i^ldier  from  the  liae  of  the  Army,  and  that  the 
'jA-vants  of  officers,  not  exceeding  the  number 
■aiowed  by  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  mus- 
:t»Ved  witlj  some  corps  of  the  Army,  and  that, 
jjpi  the  muster  rolls  formed  in  consequence  there- 
Lj?$  payment  shall  be  made  in  money  to  the  offi- 
yilrs  emploving  thom  in  lieu  of  wages,  subsist- 
v.e^ce,  and  clothing,  by  the  paymasters  of  the  sev- 
?flj»l  corps  or  distrrcts  where  such  servants  are 
viiustered,  at  the  rale  allowed  to  privates  of  infan- 
.|";»y,  which  shall  be  published  to  the  Army  annual- 
i^U  ^y  '^^  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War. 
■  'Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
;l^;esident  oi  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
'ftdpoint  so  many  as.iistant  apothecaries  as  the  ser- 
jvfceraay,  in  his  judgment,  require;  each  of  whom 
.jvlfflll  receive  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  a 
•^Jbimenial  surseon's  mate. 

:  ^EC.  12.  Ayidbe  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
awd  after  the  passing  of  this  act.  promotions  may 
)sij|  made  through  the  whole  Army,  in  its  several 
Ifics  of  light  artillery,  light  dragoons,  artillery, 
•iiantry,  and  rifleman,  respectively  ;  and  that  the 
t;^at«ve  rank  of  officers  of  the  same  grade,  belong- 
ja  to  regiments  or  corps  already  authorized,  or 
h^JJiich  may  be  engaged  to  serve  for  five  years,  or 
Jdiijjrinff  the  war.  be  equalized   and  settled    by  the 
^Var  Department,  agreeably  to  established  rules; 
A^ed  that  so  much  of  the  act.  entitled  '-An  act  for 
JU^  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Array  of  the 
jlj{jited  Siatt's,"  passed  the  twenty  sixth  of  June, 
yi^  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, as  comes 
Whin  the  purview  and   meaning  of  this  act,  be 
Y^  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
J^EC.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  for 
\\^  purpose  of  avoiding  unneces.^ary  expenses  in 
|t^  Military  Establishment,  the  President  of  the 
^ited  Slates  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  in 
f^e  of  failure  in  fillmg  the  rank  and  file  of  any 
re^^imentor  regiments,  to  consolidate  such   defi- 
^K>'pi  regiment  or   regiments,  and   discharge  all 
tu^ernumerary  officers:  Provided,  That  officers 
^(j'discharged  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  the 
^leage  already  authorized  by  law,  three  months' 
j»*f  to  each. 

;^Ec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
ji^-comraisiioned  officer  and  private  of  the  Army, 
t^officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  private 
^^ny  militia  or  volunteer  corps,  in  the  service 
^ff  the  United  States,  who  has  been  or  who  may 
|<^capiured  by  the  enemy,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
vive durini;  his  captivity,  notwithstanding  the 
f^iration  of  his  term  of  service,  the  same  pay. 
»i|^i*teoce.  and  allowance  to  which  he  may  be 
♦ifclled  whflst  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
Bj^tes:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contamed  I 
»I|f11  be  construed  to  entitle  any  prisoner  of  war, ' 


I  of  the  militia,  to  the  psf  end  compensation  herein 

provided  after  the  date  of  his  parole,  other   than 
the  travelling  expenses  allowed  by  law. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
five  regiments  which,  by  the  first  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  '•  An  act  to  ainend  the  act  in  addition 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes.'"  were  au- 
thorized to  be  enlisted,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  and  during  the 
war.  may  be  enlisted,  at  the  option  of  the  rt  cruit, 
for  five  years,  or  for  and  during  the  war,  unless 
sooner  discharged  ;  the  provisions  of  the  said  act 
to  the  contrary  noiwithsiandin?. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissary  general  of  ordnance  may  employ  in 
his  department,  besides  blacksmiths  and  wheel- 
wrights, other  mechanics,  such  as  the  public  ser- 
vice may  require,  who  shall,  together  with  the 
said  blacksmiths  and  wheelwrights,  be  mustered 
under  the  general  denomination  of  artificers  ;  and 
such  artificers,  being  hereafter,  or  having  been 
heretofore,  enlisted  to  serve  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  or  during  the  war,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  annual  allowance  of  clothing  as  is  or  may 
be  provided  for  the  soldiers  of  the  Army. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
laborers  who  may  be  hereafter  enlisted  to  serve  in 
the  ordnance  department,  for  the  term  of  five 
years  or  during  the  war,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
bounty  of  twenty-five  dollars  in  money,  and  the 
same  annual  allowance  of  clothing  as  is  or  may 
be  provided  for  the  .soldiers  of  the  Army. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
physician  and  surgeon  general  of  the  Army  be 
entitled  to  two  rations  per  day  and  forage  fur  two 
horses;  and  that,  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  at 
present  established  by  law,  the  regimental  sur- 
geons and  regimental  surgeons'  mates  be  entitled 
to  fifteen  dollars  per  month  each. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,Th3it  the  aids- 
de-camp  of  major  generals  shall  be  taken  from  the 
captains  and  subalterns  of  the  line;  and  the  aids- 
de-camp  of  brigadier  generals  from  the  subalterns 
of  the  line;  and  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
take  more  than  one  aid-de  camp  from  a  regiment. 
Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
no  case  shall  the  district  paymasters  or  quarter- 
masters of  any  grade  be  taken  from  the  line  of 
the  Army. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers  of  the  volunteer  corps,  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  be  entiiled 
to  promotion  in  the  line  of  the  Army;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  be  authorized  to 
make  all  necessary  appointments,  and  10  fill  all 
vacancies,  which  may  happen  in  the  same. 
Approved,  March  30,  1814, 


An  Act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  exchange  a  certain  parcel  of  land  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  for  other  landa  in  the  Moae  city  or  it« 
vicinity. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
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United  States  be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  in  case 
the  same  can,  in  his  opinion,  be  done  without  dis- 
advantage to  the  United  States,  to  grant  and  re- 
lease to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and    their   successor's 
forever,  all   the  right,  title,  and    interest   of  the 
United  States  in  and  to  a  certain  lot  or   parcel  of 
land  lying  in    the  said  city  of  New  York,  and 
being  that  parcel  of  land  first  described  in  a  deed 
bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight   hundred   and   eight,  signed    by  Daniel   D. 
Tompkins,  John  Broome.  John   Lansing.   James 
Kent,   and   Dewiit  Clinton,   acting   as   commis- 
sioners under  the  authoriiy  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  for  the  purpose  of  granting  to  the  United 
States  the  use  and  jurisdiction  of  three   several 
parcels  of  land  therein  described  :  Provided.  That 
there  be  conveyed  in   fee  simple   to   the  United 
Slates,  in  exchange  for  the  same,  other  land   ne- 
cessary or  pror)er  to  be  occupied   for    the  safety 
and  defence  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  which 
may  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  United  States; 
and  in  case  the  lands  to  be  conveyed  in  exchanc'e 
to  the  United  States  shall  be  of  less   value  than 
the  land,  with  its  improvements,  hereby  author- 
ized to  be  conveyed  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalty,  the  difference  in  value  may  be  paid 
to  the  United   States   in   money;   the   respective 
valuation  to  be  ascertained  in   such  manner  and 
form  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
direct. 
Approved,  March  30,  1814. 


An  .\ct  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimanU  of  public  lands  in  the  Missiigippi  Terri- 
tory. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person  or  per- 
sons claiming  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  west 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  act.  or  pre- 
tended act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  entitled  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  •  An  act   for 
appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of 
this  State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops 
and  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  declaring 
the  right  of  this  State  to  the  unappropriated  terri- 
tory thereof,  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  Slate,  and  for  other   purposes." 
passed  January  the  seventh,  one.  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  who  have  exhibited  the 
evidence  of  their  claims  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  recorded   in 
books  in  his  office,  conformable  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  the  third  day  of  Marcli,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  three,  en  titled  "An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  lands,  and  providing  for  the  disposal 
of  the  lands  of  the   United  States  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,"  shall  be  allowed  until  the 
first  Monday  of  January  next  to  deposite   in  the 
office  of  the   Secretary   of    State  of  the   United 
States,  a  sufficient  legal  release  of  all  such  claim 
or  claims  to  the  United  Slates,  and  an  assignment 
and  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  right 
and  claim  to  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which 
by  them,  or  the  persons  from  whom  they  or  any 
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of  them  have  derived  their  claims,  were  deposited 
or  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
as  the  consideration  of  the  purchase  of  the  land 
lor  which  their  release  of  claim  is  deposited  as 
aforesaid:  and  also,  a  power  to  sue.  in  the  name 
ol  such  claimant,  for  any  sum  or  sums  of^  money 
assigned  as  aforesaid,  and  which  shall  have  been 
unlawfully*  or  fraudulently  withdrawn  from  the 
treasury  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  such  release,  as- 
signment.  transfer,  and  power,  to  take  effect  on 
the  indemnification  of  such  claimants  being  made 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Attorney  General   of  the  United  States 
(lor  the  time  being)  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
constituted   and  appointed   a  board   of  commis- 
sioners, 10   meet   in    the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  next;  and,  as  soon 
as  may  he  practicable  thereafter,  they  or  any  two 
of  them  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  required 
to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  the  sufficiency  of 
the  releases  and  assignments  and    powers   to   be 
executed  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  conformity  with   the   foregoing 
section;  and  also   to  adjudge  and   finally  deter- 
mine upon  all   controversies  arising  from   such 
claims  so   released   as  aforesaid,  which   may   be 
found  10  conflict  with,  and  to  be  adverse  to,  each 
other;   and  also  to  adjudge  and    determine    upon 
all  such  claims  under   the  aforesaid   act,  or  pre- 
tended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  may  be 
found  10  have  accrued   to   the  United   States   by 
opeiaiion  of  law:  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said   commissioners   to  cause  to  be 
published,  for  the  period  of  three  months  before 
the  said  meeting,  at  least  once  a  week,  in   all  the 
public  newspapers  in  which  the  acts  of  Congress 
are  by  authority  published,  notice  of  the  purposes 
and  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  meeting. 

Sec.  3.   And  be  it  further  enacted,   That,  as 
soon  as  the  said  commissioners  shall   have   made 
report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  sufficiency  of  such  releases  and  assignments, 
to  the  amount  of  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  whole 
lands  claimed  by  virtue  of  the  sales  made  by  the 
Legislature  oi  the   Slate  of  Georgia   to   the  re- 
spective companies  hereafter  enumerated,  exclu- 
sive of  such  claims  to  the  said  lands  as  shall  have 
vested  in  the  United   States   by  the  operation  of 
law.  and  shall  have  certified  to  him  the  names  of 
the  claimants,  who.se   claims  they    have   finally 
adjudged   and   allowed,  and    the   respective   and 
relative  proportions  on  which    they  are  entitled 
to  the  indemnity  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
the  President  shall   be  and   he  hereby  is  author- 
ized and  required  to  cause  to  be  is.sued  from   the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  such  claimants, 
respectively,  (of  convenient  amount  for  circula- 
tion.) certificates   of  stock,  not    bearing  interest, 
and  expressing  on   their  face  that   the  same  are 
payable  out  of  the  first  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  Utiitevl   States,  arising  from    the   >ale   of 
public  lauds  III  the  Mississippi  Territory,  after  the 
money  due  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  expen- 
ses of  surveying  such  lands,  have  been  satisfied. 
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.rj  To  ih**  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of  or  un- 
»'jier  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  incluJiog 
tjiuch  share  or  shares  as  may  be  found  to  have 
vested"  in  the  United  Stales,  and  for  which  the 
5*Uoiied  S'tRtes  are  to  be  considered  entitled  to  the 
jrespective  proportions  for  the  same,  (and  exciu- 
ttsive  of  all  claims  usually  denominated  in  the 
«/ormer  report  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid  citi- 
rfZens'  claitiis.)  a  sum  not  exceedins  in  the  whole 
^three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of  or  un- 
2tler  the  Tennessee  Company,  under  the  foregoing 
g  terms  and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the 
4  whole  sit  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
■\\  To  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of  or 
♦vender  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  under 
-  ihe  like  'er'ms  and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty 
thcjusand  dollars. 

To   tii?e  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of   or 

under  the  Georgia  Company,  under  the  like  terms 

and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding  la  the  whole 

two  millions    two    hundred   and    fifty    thousand 

3  dollars. 

1      To  the  persons  claiming  under  citizens'  rights, 
•^including  such   share  or  shares  as  have  already 
%  accrued  to  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law. 
J  or  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  which  the 
United  States  are  to  be  considered  entitled  to  the 
respective  proportions  for  I  he  same,  a  sum  notex- 
y  ceeding  in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
'  sand  dollar:,:  Provided,  That  any  person  having 
claim  under  either  of  the  said  companies,  and  enti- 
tled to  indemnity  by  virtue  of  this  act.shall  receive 
>-  siich  indemnity  only  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
Sof  such  claims :  And  provided  also,  That  no  claim 
shall  be  allowed,  or  any    indemnification  made 
therefor,  lo  any  person  or  persons  who  have  vol 
untarily  surrendered  the  evidence  of  their  claims 
to  the  said  l«^ds  under  the  act  of  Georgia  of  the 
thirteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
^  dred  anU  ninety-5.ix,  or  under  any  subsequent  act 
of  the  said  Stat*?,  and  which  at  the  time  of  the 
surrender  would   have  vested    the   title  in   such 
claimants  had  the  title  from  Georgia  been  valid, 
or  who  have  received  the  money  deposited  as  the 
consideration  of  the  purchase  of  said  land  thus 
surrendered  ;  but  all  such  lands  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  vested  in  the  United  Slates,  cx- 
oaerated,  and  discharged   from   all    such  claims 
without   any  further  surrender  or  release   what- 
ever, and  the  dividends  to  be  made  to  claimants 
who  shall   be  entitled  to   the  benefits  of  this  act 
shall  be  lessened  in  proportion  to  the  claim  so  sur- 
rendered or  withdrawn  :  Arid  provided  also,  That 
no  person  or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efits of  this  act.  who,  by  himself,  herself,  or  them- 
selves, or   by  his,  her.  or  their  agent,  or  by  any 
person  or   persoi.s    with  privity  and   consent  of 
him,  her,  or  them,  shall   have  taken,  received,  or 
withdrawn,   from    the  treasury  of  the    State  of 
Georgia  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  which  had 
'  been  paid  and  deposited  as   the  consideration  of 
the  purchase  of  nny  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  which 
person  or  persons  at  the  lime  of  the  taking,  receiv- 
ing, or  withdrawing,  of  the  said  money,  was  or 


were  not  the  bona  fide  claimant  or  claimants  of 
the  landsfor  the  purchase  of  which  the  said  money 
had  been  deposited;  and  all  and  every  the  share 
or  shares  of  such  person  or  persons  so  fraudulently 
drawingthemoneyasafore>aid,as  may  be  found  to 
have  been  claimed  by  such  person  or  personj<,  at  the 
time  of  recording  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  ihe  evidences  of  their  claim  or  claims,  shall 
be  vested  in  the  United  States,  and  the  dividends 
to  be  made  to  the  claimants  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  this  act  shall  be  lessened  in  proportion  thereto  : 
And  provided  also,  That  each  and  every  person, 
before  receiving  the  certificates  of  stock  aforesaid, 
shall,  after  the  two  foregoing  provi>oes  have  been 
read  to  him.  lakeand  subscribe  the  following  oath, 
viz:  *  I.  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  (as 
the  case  may  be)  that  I  have  not,  nor  has  any  per- 
son for  whose  interest  I  now  act,  either  as  agent 
or  trustee,  or  as  executor,  administrator,  or  heir  at 
law.  done  and  performed  any  act,  which,  by  the 
tenor  ol  the  two  provisoes  I  have  lieard  read  to  me. 
would  difjualify  me  from  receiving  the  indem- 
nity afforded  by  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
certificatesof  slock  shall  be  receivable  in  payment 
of  the  public  lands,  to  be  sold  after  the  date  of 
such  certificates,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory: 
Provided,  That  on  every  hundred  dollars  to  be 
paid  for  such  land,  ninety-five  dollars  shall  be 
receivable  in  said  certificate*,  and  five  dollars  in 
cash  :  Provided,  That  no  person  or  persons  mak- 
ing payment  for  lands  in  certificates  authorized 
to  be  issued  by  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  lo  the 
discount  for  prompt  payment  now  allowed  by  law 
to  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from 
and  iifier  such  sufficient  releases  from  the  claim- 
ants to  the  United  States  .shall  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  Slate,  as  is  hereinbefore 
provided  in  this  act,  all  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  which  may  have  been  deposited  as 
Ihe  consideration  oftheparchase  of  the  said  lands, 
together  with  such  interest,  if  any  there  be,  is 
may  have  accrued  thereon,  shall  be  set  over  and 
paid  by  the  said  Commissioners  of  the  Stale  of 
Georgia,  in  part  payment  of  the  one  million  iwo 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  stipulated  to 
be  paid  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
between  the  United  Stales  and  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  if  any 
person  or  persons,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
Stale  of  Georgia,  of  the  thirteenth  of  February, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six.  or  of 
any  subsequent  act.  shall  tiave  taken,  received,  or 
withdrawn  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, any  sura  or  sums  of  money  which  had  been 
paid  or  deposited  as  the  consideration  of  ihe  pur- 
chase of  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  which  person 
or  persons  at  the  time  of  receiving  or  withdraw- 
ing said  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  aforesaid,  were 
not  the  bona  fide  claimants  of  the  lands  for  the 
purchase  of  which  said  money  had  been  paid  or 
deposited  ;  or  if  such  person  or  persons  had  not, 
at  the  time  the  legal  title  vested   in  thera,  sup- 
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posing  the  llile  of  Georgia   to  hare  been  valid, 
everysuch  person  or  persons  who  shall  have  taken, 
received,  or  withdrawn    the  money  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  deemed   and  adjudged  to  have  had  and 
received  the  same  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Slates,  and  shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared 
to  be  holden  and  liable  to  refund  and  pay  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  treasury  of  the  Slate  of 
Georgia  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales,  all  such 
sum   or  sums  of  money  so  hid   and   received  as 
aforesaid,  with  legal  interest  from  the  time  he,  she 
or  they  so  received  ihe  same.     And  the  aforesaid 
commissioners  shall  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  fur- 
ther authorized  and  directed  to  examine  into  and 
investigate  all  cases  coming  wiih'n  the  purview 
of  this  section,  and  to  claim  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  lo  be  paid  lo  the  United  Stales  as  lo  them 
shall  appear  just  and   reasonable,  and   in  case  of 
refusal  to  pay  the  same,  to  direct  suits  to  be  com- 
menced for   the   recovery  of  the  same,  in  such 
form  and  manner  as  shall   be  thought  most  advi- 
sable, making  plaintiff  or  complaTnant,  as  they 
shall  think   best,   either    the    United    States,  the 
claimants  whoshall  have  transferred  to  the  United 
Slates  their  right  of  action  against  the  aforesaid 
persons,  or  the  Slate  of  Georgia  as  bailee  of  the 
money  so  taken,  received,  and  withdrawn  from 
the  treasury  of  the  said    Slate:  Provided.  That 
if  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  institute  the 
suits  for  the  recovery  of  the  moneys  aforesaid   in 
the  name  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  of  its  proper 
officers,  the  consent  thereto  from  the  proper  au- 
thority of   the  State  of  Georgia  shall  be  first  had 
and  obtained  :  And  provided  also.  That  the  said 
suits  shall   be  conducted  at  the  proper  expense  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  be.  and  he  hereby 
is.  authorized  to  apply  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  all  such  vouchers  and  tes- 
timony, within  the  archives  or  treasury  of  the 
said  State,  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into 
effect  ihe  provisions  of  this  aci. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when- 
ever the  legal  estate  in  any  of  thesaid  lands(sup- 
posing  the  said  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  of  the  seventeenth  of  January,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-five,  had  been  valid  and 
effectual)  shall  be  vested  in  any  person  or  persons 
who,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall 
be  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  guardians  of  such  person  or  per- 
sons, appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the 
respective  States  in  which  such  person  or  persons 
shall  reside,  lo  execute  for  and  in  behalf  of  such 
person  or  persons,  and  deposite  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  if  State  of  the  United  States  the  re- 
lease, assignment,  and  power  mentioned  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act ;  which  said  release,  as- 
signment, and  power,  so  executed  and  deposited 
as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  good  and 
effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  that  in 
case  of  femes  covert  claiming  lands  under  the  act, 
or  pretended  act  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia  aforesaid, 
passed  the  seventh  of  January,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  husband 


and  wife  to  join  in  the  execution  of  the  release,  as- 
signment, and  transfer  mentioned  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  and  that  such  relea.«e,  assignment, 
and  transfer  shall  be  good  and  effectual  as  to  the 
interest  of  such  wife  :  Provided,  That  the  release, 
assignment,  and  transfer,  executed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  acknowledged  b;'forea  judgeor  jusliceof  a 
court  of  record,  and  shall  have  the  atteslation  ol 
such  judge  or  justice,  certifying  that,  on  the  sep- 
arate examination  of  the  wife,  she  had  acknowl- 
edged that  she  had  freely  and  voluntarily  execu- 
ted the  same. 

Sec-.  0.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  if  any 
person  or  persons,  claiming  lands  under  the  afore- 
said act,  or  pretended  act  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia, 
passed  January  seventh,  seventeen  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  compromise 
and  make  settlement  of  all  such  claim  or  claims, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
United  Slates  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  declared 
to  be,  exonerated  and  discharged  from  all  such 
claim  or  claims,  and  the  same  shall  be  forever 
barred  ;  and  no  evidence  of  any  such  claim  or 
claims  shall  be  admitted  to  be  pleaded  or  allowed 
to  be  given  in  evidence  in  any  court  whatever 
against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United  States. 

Approved.  March  31,  1814. 


An  Act  making  Elizabeth  City  the  port  of  entry  and 
delivery  for  the  district  of  Camden,  in  the  State  of 
North  Cnrolina. 

He  it  enacted,  (f-c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  the  port  of  entry  and  de- 
livery established  by  law  at  Plankbridge,  on  Saw- 
yer's creek,  for  ihe  district  of  Camden,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  abolished,  and 
the  town  of  Elizabeth  City,  on  Pasquotank  river 
shall  be  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  saij 
district  ;  and  the  collector  for  the  said  district 
shall,  from  the  said  first  day  of  June,  keep  his 
office  at  the  town  of  Elizabeth  City  aforesaid. 

Approved,  April  9,  1814. 


.\n  Act  for  the  better  or^ranization  of  the  Court*  of 
the  United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York. 
Be  it  enacted,  «fc.,  That,  for  the  more  conve- 
nient transaction  of  business  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
said  State  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  divided 
into  two  districts,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 
the  counties  of  Rensselaer,  Albany,  Schenectady, 
Schoharie,  and  Delaware,  together  with  all  that 
part  of  the  said  Slate  lying  south  of  the  said 
above  mentioned  counties,  shall  compose  one  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  southern  district  of  New 
York;  and  all  the  remaining  part  of  the  said 
Slate  shall  compose  another  district,  lo  be  called 
the  northern  district  of  New  York  ;  and  that  the 
terms  of  the  district  court  in  ihe  said  southern 
district  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at 
the  several  limes  at  which  they  are  now  by  law 
directed  to  be  held  in  the  said  city;  and  that  the 
terms  of  the  said  court  in  the  said  northern  dis- 
trict .'*hall  be  held  at  the  several  times  and  places 
at  which  they  are  now  by  law  directed  to  be  held 
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that  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  included  district  withio  which  ihe  lands  claimed  do  lie,  in 
i^ti  the  said  northern  district,  except  thai  the  term  |  every  case  where  it  shall  appear  by  the  said  re- 
' jL-,(  the  said  court  now  holden  at  Geneva,  shall  '  port  of  the  commissioners,  register,  or  recorder, 
hereafter  he  held  at  the  village  of  Canandaigua.  i  that  ihe  concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey, 
y-^  Sec  2.  Arul  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Mat-  '  under  which  the  claim  is  made,  contains  a  special 
^hias  B,  Tallmadge,  one  of  the  district  judges  of  1  location,  or  iiad  been  actually  located  or  surveyed 
*^e  district  of  New  York,  be  and  he  is  hereby  i  within  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans  before  the 
k«ssigned  as   the  judge   to   hold   the  said  district  :  twentieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 


Court  in  the  said  northern  district  of  New  York, 
^nd  to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties  appertaining 
Jj  his  office  within  the  said  northern  district; 
ind  that  William  P.  Van  Ness,  the  remaining 
4pistrict  jiulge  of  the  district  of  New  York,  be  and 
»,e  is  hereby  assigned  as  the  judge  to  hold  the 
^id  court  in  the  said  southern  district  of  New 
^Vork,  ana  to  do  and  perform^U  the  duties  ap- 
•T>ertaining  to  his  said  office  within  the  said  souiii- 
*  Vn  district-  And  it  is  hereby  also  made  the  duty 
>f  the  judge  of  the  said  southern  district  to  hold 
je  sever^il  district  courts  hereinbefore  directed 
|o  be  holden  in  the  said  northern  district,  in  case 
'f  the  inability,  on  account  of  sickness  or  ab- 
sence, of  the  said  Matthias  B.  Tallmadge  to  hold 
khe  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  eriacted,  That  the 
ircuit  court  of  the  United  States  shall  be  held 
'n  and  for  the  said  southern  district  of  New  York, 
[at  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  limes  and  in  the 
tanner  now  directed  by  law  to  be  held  in  and 
for  the  district  of  New  York;  and  that  the  dis- 
Jtrict  court  in  the  said  northern  district  of  New 
j'.Y'ork,  shall,  besides  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  a 
^district  court,  have  jurisdiction  of  all  causes,  ex- 
k/^ept  of  appeals  and  writs  of  error  cognizable  by 
flaw  in  a  circuit  court,  and  shall  proceed  therein 
Kn  ihe  same  manner  as  a  circuit  court ;  and  writs 

fT;f  error  shall  lie  from  decisions  therein  to  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  said  southern  district  of  New 
York,  in  ihe  same  manner  as  from  other  district 
^.courts  to  iheir  respective  circuit  courts. 
I    Approved.  April  9,  1814. 


t 


\u  Act  fi.r  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of  Louisisna  and  Territory  of  Missouri. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c..  That  every  person  or  per- 
>i4ons,  or  ihe  legal  representatives  of  any  person 
ji^or  persotis  claiming  lands  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
'^isiana,  or  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of 
\^ny  incomplete  French  or  Spanish  grant  or  con- 
r  ces.sion.  or  any  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  which 
was  granted  prior  to  the  twentieth  of  December,  one 
ibousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  for  lands  lying 
^within  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  which 
^composed  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  or  which 
Wwas  granted  for  lands  lying  within  the  Territory 
^of  Missouri,  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one 
^'thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and  where  the 
Xclairaant,  or  the  person  under  whom  he  claims. 
-<^ere  resident  in  the  province  of  Louisiana  at  the 
'ij^espec lives  times  aforesaid,  or  at  the  time  the  said 
jgij|Concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey  was  grant- 
^ed,  and  whose  claims  have  been  filed  with  the 
. 'proper  register  or  recorder  of  land  titles  accord- 
l^iDg  lo  law.  and  are  embraced  in  the  report  of  the 
^'Commissioners,  or  register,  or  recorder,  for  the 


hundred  and  three,  or  actually  located  or  surveyed 
within  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  before  the  tenth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eighi  hundred  and 
four,  by  a  surveyor  duly  authorized  by  the  Gov- 
ernment making  such  grant,  such  persons  shall 
be  and  they  are  hereby  confirmed  in  iheir  claims: 
Provided,  That  no  claim  shall  be  confirmed  by 
this  section  which  shall  have  been  adjudged  by 
either  of  the  boards  of  commissioners,  or  a  regis- 
ter or  receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  a  recorder, 
acting  as  .such,  to  be  antedated  or  otherwise  fraud- 
ulent ;  nor  any  one  to  claim  a  greater  quantity  of 
land  than  the  number  of  acres  contained  in  one 
league  square,  nor  the  claim  of  any  person,  in  his 
own  right,  who  has  received,  in  his  own  right,  a 
donation  grant  from  the  United  Slates,  in  said 
State  or  Territory:  And  provided  also,  That  no 
confirmation  made  by  this  section  shall  affect  the 
rights  of  any  person  claiming  ihe  same  lands  or 
any  part  thereof  whose  claim  has  been  confirmed 
by  a  board  of  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  claims  to  land  in  said  State  or  Terri- 
tory, nor  preclude  a  judicial  decision  between 
private  claimants  in  such  interfering  claims. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  or  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  said  State 
or  Territory,  by  right  of  donation  under  any 
former  laws,  whose  claims  are  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  any  of  ihe  boards  of  commissioners,  or  the 
report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys,  or  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  made, 
or  hereafter  lo  be  made,  under  existing  laws,  and 
which  claims  shall  appear  by  the  said  reports  not 
to  have  been  confirmed,  merely  because  the  tracts 
claimed  were  not  inhabited  on  the  twentieth  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
such  person  or  persons  shall  be  and  they  are 
hereby  confirmed  in  their  respective  claims :  Pro- 
vided, That  in  every  other  respect  such  claims 
shall  be  embraced  by  the  provisions,  and  conform 
to  the  limitalions  and  restrictions  prescribed  by 
former  laws  for  granting  the  right  of  donations 
in  the  .said  State  and  Territory. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  several  registers  of  the  land 
offices,  and  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the 
Slate  or  Territory  aforesaid,  wilh  whom  the 
claims  in  their  respective  districts  have  been  en- 
tered, which  are  confirmed  by  this  act.  in  all 
cases  where  the  land  has  not  been  surveyed  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  make  out,  for  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  district  in  which  the  land 
lies,  an  order  of  survey  for  each  tract  of  land  con- 
firmed under  this  act.  wilh  a  proper  description 
of  the  tracts  to  be  surveyed,  wherein  the  quantity, 
locality,  boundaries,  and  connexion,  when  practi- 
cable, wilh  each  other, and  the  tracts  which  have 
been  heretofore  confirmed,  shall  be  stated  ;  and 
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on  the  return  of  the  plat  of  survey,  or  where  an 
order  of  survey  is  not  necessary,  the  said  register 
or  recorder  of  land  titles  shall,  on  application  for 
that  purpose,  make  out  fur  each  claimani  entitled 
thereto  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  certificate 
of  confirmation,  directed  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  if  fit]  shall  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  said  commissioner,  that  such 
certificate  shall  have  been  fairly  obtained  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  ihis  act, 
then  and  in  that  case  patents  shall  be  granted  in 
like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  other 
lands  of  the  United  States.  And  the  said  regis- 
ter or  recorder  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from 
the  person  applying  therefor,  where  he  shall  have 
previously  issued  an  order  of  survey,  for  such  or- 
der of  survey  and  certificate,  the  sum  of  one  dol- 
lar and  fifty  cents,  and  for  each  certificate,  with- 
out an  order  of  survey,  ihe  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor,  on 
receiving  an  order  of  survey  from  the  register  or 
recorder  of  land  lilies,  and  the  surveying  fees 
from  the  claimant,  which  shall  not  exceed  three 
dollars  for  every  mile  to  be  surveyed  and  marked, 
to  survey  or  cause  to  be  surveyed,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Surveyor  General,  or  surveyor  of 
the  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the 
several  tracts  of  land  confirmed  by  this  act;  and 
the  said  principal  deputy  surveyor  shall  make  re- 
turn of  the  surveys  in  separate  plats  to  the  regis- 
ter or  recorder  of  the  district  within  which  the 
land  lies,  and  also  transmit  to  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral, or  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  as  the  case  may  be.  a  plat  or  plats 
of  the  surveys  directed  to  be  made  by  ihi.s  section, 
who  shall  respectively  transmit  copies  thereof  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  every 
person,  who  has  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated 
a  tract  of  land  lying  in  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  which  composed  ihe  late  Territory  of 
Orleans,  or  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  which 
tract  is  not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  per- 
son, and  who  shall  not  have  removed  from  said 
Slate  or  Territory,  shall  be  entitled  to  ihe  right  of 
preemption  in  the  purchase  thereof  under  the 
same  restrictions,  conditions,  provisions,  and  regu- 
lations, in  every  respect,  as  is  directed  by  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption. 
in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  certain  settlers  in  the 
Illinois  Territory,"  passed  February  fifth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Approved,  April  12,  1814. 


Aii  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  Georgetown  with  water. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  company  shall  be 
incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a 
copious  supply  of  pure  water  into  Georgetown, 
District  of  Columbia,  and  that  the  capital  stock 
of  said  company  shall  consist  of  five  thousand 
shares  of  ten  dollars  each,  and  that  subscriptions 
for  the  same  be  opened  in  Georgetown  on  the 


third  Monday  in  May  next,  under  the  directioa 
of  Henry  Foxall,  Daniel  Bussard.  Clement  Smith, 
John  Gossler.  John  Eliason,  William  Marbury, 
Thomas  Corcoran.  Washington  Bowie.  Thomas 
Robertson.  Ninian  Magruder,  Joel  Brown,  and 
William  Crawford,  commissioners,  or  a  majority 
of  them. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  commissioners,  after  giving  ten  days'  previous 
notice  in  two  newspapers  published  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  shall,  on  the  day  before  mentioned, 
proceed  to  receive  such  subscriptions,  but  no  per- 
son or  persons,  bodies  corporate,  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  permitted  to  subscribe  on  the  first  day 
for  more  than  ten  shares;  and  if  the  whole  amount 
be  not  subscribed  on  the  first  day.  the  books  shall 
remain  open  on  the  second  day,  when  individuals 
or  bodies  corporate,  or  otherwise,  shall  subscribe 
fur  double  the  number  allowed  on  the  first  day; 
and  if  on  the  end  of  the  second  day  the  whole 
amount  of  shares  are  not  subscribed  for,  the  books 
are  lo  be  closed,  and  the  said  commissioners  may 
at  any  time  receive  subscriptions  for  such  number 
of  shares  as  remain  unsubscribed  for:  Provided 
alicays.  That  if  the  subscriptions  shall,  on  the 
first  day,  exceed  the  number  of  shares  hereinbe- 
fore allowed,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  said 
commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
so  to  apportion  the  shares  subscribed  among  the 
several  subscribers,  by  such  proportional  reduc- 
tion as  may  reduce  the  whole  to  the  number 
allotted. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  conduct 
every  operation  of  the  said  institution,  until  they 
shall  be  superseded  by  the  appointment  of  di- 
rectors. 

Sec.  4.  And  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners on  each  share  at  the  time  of  subscribing, 
and  the  remaining  nine  dollars  by  instalments, 
not  exceeding  two  dollars  at  each  instalment,  as 
may  be  required  by  the  president  and  directors 
to  be  appointed  in  the  mode  hereinafter  prescribed, 
on  giving  twenty  days'  notice  in  two  newspapers 
printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  in  case 
of  failure  in  the  payment  of  all  or  any  part  of 
said  instalments  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after 
the  same  shall  have  become  payable,  every  share 
on  which  such  failure  shall  have  taken  place 
shall  be  forfeited  to  the  company. 

Sec.  5.  And  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sub- 
scribers for  the  said  stock,  and  their  successors, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  a 
body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style 
of  The  Georgetown  Water  Company,  and  by 
that  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and 
shall  be  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered,  de- 
fend and  be  defended,  in  all  courts  of  judicature 
or  elsewhere,  and  to  make  use  of  one  commoa 
seal,  and  the  same  to  alter  or  renew  at  iheir  pleas- 
ure, and  generally  to  do  and  perform  all  things 
relative  to  the  object  of  the  institution  which 
now  is  or  shall  be  lawful  for  any  individual  or 
body  politic  or  corporate  to  do. 
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^  Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat,  as 

gpoD  as  tbre«  thousanil  shares  shall  be  suhscribed. 

K\e  commissioners  hereby  authorized  to  receive 

talbscriptions  may  call  a   njeeting  of  the  stoclt- 

lolders,  after  giving  not  less  four  weeks'  notice  in 

^0  newspapers  published  in  the  District  of  Co- 

kimbia;  and   the  stockholders  who  shall  su  as- 

Lrrable  in  consequence  of  such  notice,  or  appear 

w  proxy,  shall  choose  by  ballot  from  among  the 

?iJckholders,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  twelve  direcl- 

ws,  who  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  first 

Qonday  in   April  one   thousand  eight  hundred 

jd   fifteen,   which   day   every    succeeding   year 

gereafler  an  election  shall  be  held  for  twelve  di- 

;tors  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  continue  in  office 

one  year  from  the  time  of  their  election,  and 

Uil  others  be  chosen  in  their  stead ;  and  the  said 

rectors,  at  their  first  meeting,  shall  choose  from 

<<jongsl  the  stockholders  a  president,  and  allow 

^n  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  services, 

^10  shall  also  continue  in   office  for  one  year 

CT^m  the  lime  of  his  election,  and  until  another  be 

{-losen  in  his  stead;  and   in   case  of  death,  re- 

j^val,  resignation,  or  disqualification  in  any  way 

\f  the  president,  or  any  of  the  directors,  the  board 

i^ay  elect  others  to  ?upply  their  place, 

vSec.  7.  And  be  it  furtJier  enacted,  That,  in 
^fftoosing  the  directors,  all  persons  or  bodies  poli- 
l?',  holding  stock  in  the  said  company,  shall  vote 
agreeably  to  the  number  of  shares  they  may  hpld, 
iflr  the  following  proportion,  that  is  to  say:  for  one 
la^.are  and  not  exceeding  five  shares,  one  vote 
j^;ch ;  for  every  two  shares  above  five  and  not  ex- 
jtj^ediug  twenty-five,  one  vole;  for  every  five 
il^res  above  twenty-five  and  not  exceeding  fifty, 
Joje  vote;  but  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
^fjmre  than  twenty  voles. 

^^Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
*1fld  president  and  directors  shall  have  full  [)ower 
Sli^d  authority  to  make  all  by-law>-.  rules,  and 
,;^ulatioDS,  for  the  well-ordering  and  conducting 
St^  the  business  of  the  company,  and  such  by-laws, 
er^les,  and  regulations,  to  alter,  change,  and  annul, 
ti^their  pleasure;  but  every  such  by-law,  rule,  or 
«rSijulation,  may  Le  altered  or  repealed  by  the 
.s»ckholders  at  a  ^'eneral  meetmg,  to  be  called 
f*  that  purpose  by  any  ten  or  more  stockholders : 
nroTided,  That  there  be  present  at  such  meeting, 
»ckholders  holding  more  than  one-half  of  the 
s3|.d  stock,  or  iheir  proxies,  and  that  four  weeks' 
[Sevious  notice  be  given,  m  two  newspapers  prini- 
<ilin  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  such  meeting, 
M^d  of  the  alteration  or  repeal  intended  to  be  pro- 
J,\5ed  thereat. 

I  *^Ec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
**  d  president  and  directors  shall  have  power  to 
«^^poini,  and  remove  at  their  pleasure,  all  clerks, 
;«|fperintendenls,  agent.s,  or  other  officers,  neces- 
^^ry  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  said  com- 
^.«ny,  to  dispose  of  its  funds  or  property  in  the 
'J^«noer  hereinafter  directed,  and  out  of  ihe  funds 
(d^  the  said  company  to  pay  the  compensation  of 
such  agenis,  superintendents,  clerks,  or  officers, 
,  make  such  contracts,  purchases,  or  agreements, 
i  all  such  matters  and  things,  in  behalf  of  the 
l4'd  company,  and  of  all  such  privileges,  permis- 


Pubiic  Acts  of  Congress. 


sions,  rights,  and  advantages  of  every  kind  and 
nature  whatever,  as  ihey  ahall  judge  necessary 
for  completing  in  an  effectual  and  proper  manner 
the  introduction,  distribution,  and  supply  of  water 
to  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  with  any 
individual  companies,  firms,  or  corporations,  and 
to  use  and  dispose  of  any  surplus  water  to  the 
best  interest  and  advantage  of  the  said  company, 
and  all  other  contracts  to  rescind,  alter,  abridge, 
and  enlarge,  with  consent  of  the  parties  thereto 
respectively;  and  to  lease,  sell,  convey,  transfer, 
and  bind  by  their  contracts,  df'cds  and  writings, 
under  the  hand  of  the  president  and  the  seal  of 
ti»e  company,  all  the  property,  esiate,  common 
stock,  and  joint  funds  of  the  said  company,  sub- 
ject to  the  raiificaiion  of  the  stockholders,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  at  some  general  meeting,  if  the 
value  of  the  matter  in  question  shall  exceed  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars,  but  not  the  persons  or  sepa- 
rate property  of  themselves,  or  any  of  the  stock- 
holders. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  corporation  may  purchase  and  hold,  in  fee 
simple  or  otherwise,  all  such  lands  and  real  es- 
tates suitable  for  the  erection  of  the  necessary 
worksj  and  that  rnay  be  necessary,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  for  the  proper  accomplishment  of  their  un- 
dertaking, as  they  shall  adjudge  proper,  and  for 
that  purpose  may  direct  from  the  usual  course,  at 
such  place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit.  any 
stream  or  streams  of  water  which  they  may  ihint 
suitable  for  ihe  purpose,  or  any  part  or  parts 
thereof,  on  the  said  corporation's  first  obtaining 
the  consent  of  all  persons  having  any  right  or  in- 
terest in  the  stream  or  streams  so  to  be  diverted  in 
whole  or  in  part,  or  in  the  lands  through  which 
such  stream  or  streams  may  be  intended  to  pass, 
after  being  so  diverted  ;  and  the  said  corporation 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  and 
lay  conduits  or  tunnels  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
said  water,  under  and  along  any  public  highway, 
or  any  slre«t  or  streets,  lane,  or  lanes,  alley  or 
alleys,  of  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  and  distributing  the 
said  water,  and  the  said  conduits  or  tunnels  from 
time  to  lime  to  renew  and  repair,  and,  for  such 
purposes,  to  dig,  break  up  and  open,  at  their  owa 
expense,  all  or  any  part  of  such  highways,  streets, 
lanes,  and  alleys,  and  of  the  middle  or  side  pave- 
ment thereof,  leaving  at  all  times  a  suffi.  ient  pas- 
sageway fur  carriages,  horse  and  foot  passengers, 
and  restoring  forthwith  to  their  former  condition 
all  such  highways,  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  and 
the  pavements  thereof,  as  may  be  at  any  time  so 
du^,  opened,  or  taken  up. 

btc.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  establish  reservoirs  and  public  fountains  in 
such  parts  of  the  streets  and  squares  of  the  said 
town  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  to  grant  to 
all  persons  whomsoever,  and  to  all  bodies  politic 
and  corporate,  the  privilege  of  using  the  saij 
water  so  to  be  introduced,  in  such  manner,  and  oa 
such  terms  and  conditions,  and  in  such  quantities 
respectively,  as  they  shall  think  fit;  and  the  said 
water  so  to  be  introduced,  together  with  all  reser- 


2829 


APPENDIX. 


2830 


Public  Acts  of  Congress. 


voir*,  canals,  tunnels,  enginV^,  buildings,  and  ma- 
chines, whatever,  to  be  by  them  made  and  used 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing,  raising,  and  dis- 
tributing the  said  water,  to  hold  to  them,  their 
successors,  and  grantees,  forever,  as  their  sole  and 
exclusive  properly. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
corporation  aforesaid  shall  insert,  or  grant  per- 
mission to  the  corporation  of  Georgetown,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbiii.  to  insert,  and  repair  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  town,  such  a  number  of  fire  plugs  as 
to  them  shall  appear  necessary,  into  the  pipes  used 
to  convey  the  water  through  the  streets  thereof, 
to  be  Used  only  in  case  of  tire,  but  free  from  any 
charge  for  a  supply  of  water. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  ihe  said  president  and 
directors  to  call  and  demand  from  the  said  sub 
scribers,  respectively,  all  such  sums  of  money  by 
them  subscribed,  in  instalments,  not  exceeding 
two  dollars  each,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  of  their 
shares,  and  of  all  previous  payments  tliereon.  to 
the  said  president,  directors  and  company:  Pro- 
vided, That  no  such  demand  shall  be  made  with- 
out twenty  days'  previous  notice  being  given  in 
two  newspapersof  the  District  of  Columbia  :  And 
])rovided  also.  That  not  more  than  one  such  pay- 
ment shall  be  called  for  or  required  in  any  term 
of  three  months. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  any 
suit,  action,  or  complain:,  by  the  said  corporation, 
against  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  on  ac- 
count of,  or  grounded  on,  a  trespass  or  injury 
done  to  the  said  works,  or  any  tunnels,  conduits, 
canals,  waier  courses,  mound,  plug,  cock,  reser- 
voir, dyke,  engine,  machine  or  tiling,  appertain- 
ing to  the  same,  .shall,  in  every  in^ilance,  be  held 
and  deemed  as  transitory  in  its  nature,  and  may 
be  brought,  sustained,  and  tried,  in  any  court  in 
this  district  having  jurisdiction  in  such  like  cases. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  wilfully  pollute  the  said  water,  be- 
tween the  pumping  house  of  said  company  and 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  by  throwing 
any  dead  animals  or  other  impure  substances  into 
the  same,  or  by  swimming,  bathing,  or  washing 
themielves,  or  by  washing  clothes,  or  skins  of  any 
dead  animals,  or  other  impure  things  therein,  or 
by  erecting  any  necessary  or  other  nuisance  so 
near  the  said  water  as  to  pollute  the  same,  the 
person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  to  the  said  company  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  re- 
covered by  warrant,  before  any  magistrate  of  the 
district  or  county  of  Washington,  and  shall  be 
obliged  to  remove  the  said  nuisance,  or  forleit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  every  day  the  same 
shall  continue,  to  the  use  of  the  corporation  of 
Georgetown.  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  recovered 
by  action  of  debt  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  enter 
into  any  negotiation  on  bills  or  notes,  nor  to  deal 
in  exchange,  discount,  or  other  commercial  or 
banking  operation,  or  other  business,  in  their  cor- 
porate capacity,  other  than  to  vest  their  capital  m 


stocks  of  chartered  companies,  or  in  public  secu- 
rities, or  to  borrow  money  as  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary for  the  carrying  on  the  works  proposed: 
and  dividends  of  the  profits  of  the  stock  shall  be 
annually  made,  reserving  only,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  directors,  such  proportion  as  they,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  stockholders,  shall  deem  sufficient  and 
necessary  to  promote  or  allijin  ttie  object  of  this 
incorporation;  and  if  the  said  corporation  shall 
not  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  of  this  act 
within  two  years  from  the  passage  thereof,  in  that 
case  all  the  powers  hereby  vested  in  them  shall 
cease  and  determine. 

Approved,  April  13,  1814. 


An  Act  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  ".\n  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,"  and  so  much  of  any 
act  or  acU  as  prohibit  the  importation  of  gooda, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  lireat  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any 
of  the  coloniesordependencies  thereof,  or  of  any  place 
or  country  in  the  actual  posacRsion  of  Great  Briuin. 

Be  it  enacted  ^c,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
laying  a«  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States."  passed  on 
the  seventeenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed:  Provided.  That  all  penalties 
and  forfeitures  which  have  been  incurred  under 
the  said  act,  shall  be  recovered  and  distributed,  and 
may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  like  manner  as 
if  ihe  said  act  had  continued  in  full  force  and 
virtue. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  any  act  or  acts  as  prohibits  the  importation  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
or  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof,  or 
of  any  place  or  country  in  the  actual  possession  of 
Great  Britain,  and  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as 
prohibits  importation  into  the  United  States  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  in  neutral  ships  or  vessels, 
from  any  port  or  place  situated  in  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland,  or  in  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependen- 
cies of  Great  Britain,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed:  Provided,  That  all  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  incurred  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  or 
acts,  shall  be  recovered  and  distributed,  and  may 
be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
s.imehad  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue:  And 
provided  also.  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  authorize  or  permit  the  im- 
portation of  goods,  wares, or  merchandise,  or  of  any 
article,  the  property  of,  or  belonging  at  the  time 
of  such  importation  to  the  enemy  or  enemies  of 
the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  14,  1814. 


An  Act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  .Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  assent  of  Congress 
is  hereby  given  and  declared  to  an  act  of  ihe  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  entitled 
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An  act  to  proride  for  the  more  equal  and  equita- 

}4)le  apportionment  of  the  direct  tax.  laid  upon 
She  State  of  Tennessee  by  an  act  of  the  Congress 
>f  the  United  States  at  tlie  last  session,  amonu 
he  counties  in  this  State:"  Provided.  That  if 
II  the  priocipal  assessors  shall  not  have  been  ap- 
omted,  piior  to  the  first  day  of  February  last 
ast,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  principal  as- 
^"iessors.  in  the  respective  assessment  districts, 
Jiall  suspend  the  delivery  of  the  tax  lists  to  the 
^'spective  collectors  for  one  month  after  the  time 
Jlowed  for  the  last  appointed  assessor  to  complete 
^e  asses>n.'enis  and  make  out  his  tax  lists,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  collector;  during  which  lime  of 
j^e   month,  it  shall   be   the  duty  of  the  several 

fincipal  as-^es-sors  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
the  above  described  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
y  of  the  State  of  Tennesse. 
c,  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
1^  the  duty  of  the  prmcipal  assessor  last  appointed, 
w».  give  at  lf>ast  one  month's  notice  to  the  other 
Principal  assessors,  by  publication  in  the  news- 
^pers  published  at  Nashville,  Knoxville,  and 
^awkins  court-house,  of  the  time  of  meeting  at 
pe  seat  of  Government  of  said  State  to  uMke  the 
Jliipointmerits  aforesaid,  which  time  of  meeting 
'•all  be  at  'east  twenty  days  before  the  period  at 
i^lhich  the  principal  assessor  last  appointed  will 
required  to  deliver  his  tax  lists  to  his  principal 
i>llector 

I  Sec.  3.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  if  all 

e  principal  assessors  should   not  attend  at  the 

e  noiidt^d  as  aforesaid,  that  then,  and  in  that 

se,  those  that  do  attend  shall  proceed  to  make 

apportionment  for   their  respective  districts, 

Uf   making   the  quota  of  each  county  bear   the 

^me  proportion  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 

rect  tax  already  apportioned  among  the  several 

unties  of  their  respective  districts,  by  the  act 

Congress,  passed  at   the  last  session,  that   the 

«'sessed   value  of  the  property   of  each  county 
ars   to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  assessed 

Jilueoftht-  property  of  all  the  counties  in  the 

districts  of  those  who  do  attend. 

iJSec.  4.  4f  id  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 

le  or  more  of  the  principal  assessors  shall  fail  to 

tend  and   perform   the   duties  enjoined  by  the 

ovisions  of  this  ai;t,  and  the  act  of  the  State  of 

ennessee,  which  is  herein  referred  to.  that  then, 

j  that  case,  such  principal  assessors  shall  imme- 

ately  afterwards  proceed  to  make  out  tax  lists, 

d  the  tax  shall  be  collected  in  their  respective 

stricts  in   the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had 

t  been  passed. 

Approved,  April'14.  1814. 


Act  authorizing  an  augmentation  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  and  for  other  purposes. 

J^  Be  it  enacted,  <!^c.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
Ljd  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
je  marine  corps,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
fiates.  to  be  augmented  by  the  appointment  and 
ilistmeni  of  not  exceeding  one  major,  fourteen 
iptains,  twelve  first  lieutenanf^,  twenty  second 
[euienants,  sixty-one'  sergeants,  forty-two  drums 
nd  fifes,  artd  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  privates. 


\ 


I  who  shall  be  respectively  allowed  the  same  par 
j  bounty,  clothing,  and  rations,  and  shall   be  em- 
'  ployed  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  to 
'  which  the  said  marine  corp*  are  or  shall  be  en- 
titled and  subject. 
I      Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the 
adjutant,    paymaster,   and  quartermaster  of  the 
marine  corps,  may  be  taken  either  from  the  line  of 
caplainsorsubalterns;    and  the  said  officers  shall 
respectively  receive  thirty  dollars  per  month,  in 
addition   to  their   pay  in   the  line,  in  full  of  all 
emoluments. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  confer  brevet  rank  on  such  officers 
of  the  marine  corps  as  shall  distinguish  themselves 
by  gallant  actions  or  meritorious  conduct,  or  who 
shall  have  served  ten  years  in  any  grade:  Pro- 
vided, That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  entitle  officers  so  brevetted  to  any 
additional  pay  or  emoluments,  except  when  com- 
manding separate  stations  or  detachments,  when 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  same  pay 
and  emoluments,  which  officers  of  the  saraegrades 
are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  allowed  by  law. 

Sec.  4  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  any  of  the 
officers  authorized  by  this  act;  which  appoint- 
ments shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session,  for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  all  or  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  authorized  by  existing 
laws;  which  appointments  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  for  their  advice 
and  consent. 

Approved.  April  16,  1814. 


\n  Act  authorizing  the  appointmentof  certain  officers 
for  the  flotilla  service. 

Be  it  enacted,  d^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  iind  he  is  hereby  authorized,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
to  appoint  four  captains  and  twelve  lieutenants, 
to  be  employed  in  the  flotilla  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  without  rank  in  the  Navy,  but  with 
the  same  relative  rank  and  authority  in  the  flo- 
tilla service  as  officers  of  the  same  grade  are  en- 
titled to  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  captains  shall  receive  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  a  captain  in  the  Navy  commanding  a  ship  of 
twenty  and  under  thirty-two  guns,  and  the  lieu- 
tenants the  same  pay  and  subsistence  as  officers 
of  the  same  rank  are  entitled  to  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  sliall  be  governed  by  the 
rules  and  regulations  provided  for  the  government 
of  the  Navy. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  any  of  the 
officers  authorized  by  this  act.  which  appointments 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  next 
session.     [Approved,  April  16,  1814. 
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An  Act  to  rerire  and  continae  in  force  "An  act  de- 
claring the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acta  of  the 
States  of  Maryland  and  Georgia." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  act  which  passed 
the  seventeenlh  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred,  entitled  '"An  act  declar- 
ing the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
States  of  Maryland  and  Georgia,"  be.  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  revived  and  continued  in  force  until 
the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  tweuty-lwo:  Provided.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  demand  of  a 
duty  on  tonnage,  on  ves>els  propelled  by  steam, 
employed  in  the  transportation  oJ  passengers. 

Approved.  April  16,  1814. 


An  Act  confirming  certain  clauns  to  land  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  and  providing  for  their  location. 

Be  it  enacted.  «^r.,  That  the  decisions  made  by 
the  commissioners  (appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ihe  revision  of  former 
confirmations,  and  for  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,"  passed  ihe 
twentieth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve)  where  such  decisions  were  in 
favor  of  the  claims,  and  where  the  commissioners 
have  reported  specially  and  have  not  rejected  the 
claims;  all  such  claims  as  entered  in  their  report 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bearing  date  the 
fourth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
confirmed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
claims  contained  in  a  list  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  by  Michael  Jones,  one  of 
the  commissioners  aloresaid,  bearing  date  the 
eighteenth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirleeu,  shall  be  and  the  same  here- 
by are  confirmed:  Provided.  That  any  person 
who  may  have  received  a  militia  right,  shall  not 
receive  in  addition  thereto  more  than  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  by  virtue  of  this  section;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  enter  the  list  aforesaid  of 
record  in  his  office  :  And  provided,  also,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  prevent  or  bar  a  judicial 
decision  between  jn-rsons  claiming  the  same  origi- 
nal title  or  claim. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
that  tract  of  land  included  within  the  following 
boundary,  viz:  beginning  at  the  township  line 
nearest  to  and  above  the  mouth  of  Big  Mud^y 
river,  on  ihe  Mississippi  river ;  theuce  east  to  the 
meridian  line  running  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio 
river;  thence  north  with  the  said  meridian  line 
to  the  north  boundary  lines  of  township  number 
five,  north  ;  thence  west  to  ihe  Mississippi  river ; 
thence  down  the  same  to  the  beffinninj;,  shall  be. 
and  the  same  hereby  is.  reserved  and  set  apart  to 
satisfy  the  unlocated  claims  of  persons  to  land 
within  the  Illinois  Territory  confirmed  to  them 
heretofore  or  by  tuis  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person  or  persons  residing  within  the  tract  re- 
served by  this  act,  and  who  had  actually  culti- 


vated or  improved  any  tract  of  land  therein,  be- 
fore the  fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  not  rightfully  claimed  by 
any  other  person,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  such  tract  of  land  inclu- 
ding the  improvement :  Provided,  That  the  pur- 
chaser shall  not  enter  less  than  one  quarter  section 
or  more  than  one  section  ;  and  any  person  claim- 
ing a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  under  this  act, 
who  may  be  the  owner  of  any  unlocated  confirm- 
ed claim  which  may  be  located  within  the  tract 
aforesaid,  shall  be.  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
deliver  to  the  receiver  of  public  mijney  for  the 
district  within  which  the  land  lies,  the  evidences 
of  his  or  their  claim,  which  shall  be  received  as 
payment  for  the  quantity  of  land  such  person  or 
persons  would  have  been  entitled  to  locate  by  vir- 
tue thereof  ;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  land  pur- 
chased shall  not  be  completely  paid  for  by  the 
evidences  of  confirmed  claims  the  residue  of  the 
land  shall  be  paid  lor  at  the  same  price,  in  the 
same  manner,  under  the  same  restrictions,  and 
liable  to  the  same  forfeiture  as  other  public  lands 
sold  at  private  sale. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  to  give  notice  that  all 
persons  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  any  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  may 
make  such  purchase  on  applicaliou  to  him  at  his 
office  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next; 
and  any  person  failing  or  refusing  to  enter  with 
the  register  of  the  land  office  the  land  by  such 
person  improved,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  shall  lose  the  right  of  pre-emption 
given  by  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted.  That  after 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  person  or  persons  being  the  owner  of  any 
unlocated  confirmed  claim,  to  enter  with  the  re- 
gister of  the  land  office  for  the  Kaskaskia  district, 
any  quantity  of  land  within  the  reserved  tract 
aforesaid,  not  exceeding  one  quarter  section  more 
than  the  quantity  of  acres  contained  in  his  claim 
or  claims,  and  to  deliver  to  the  receiver  of  public 
money  the  evidence  of  his  claim,  which  shall  be 
received  in  payment  for  the  number  of  acres  spe- 
cified therein,  and  the  residue  of  the  land  thus 
entered  which  may  exceed  the  amount  of  con- 
firmed claims  ihus  paid  in.  shall  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  price  and  in  like  manner  as  the  other 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  sold  at  private 
sale.  And  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  make 
applications  at  the  same  time  time  to  enter  ihe 
same  tract  or  tracts  of  land,  the  priority  of  right 
to  enter  shall  be  decided  by  lot  in  the  presence  of 
the  register  of  ihe  land  office  ;  and  any  person  or 
persons  failing  or  refusing  to  enter  or  locate  his 
claim  within  ihe  reserved  tract  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  act.  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  May.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  shall  forfeit  all  right  or  claim  against  the 
United  States,  derived  from  confirmations  under 
this  act  or  any  former  law. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
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KaskaskJa  district,  to  make  out  a  cenificate 

tonfirmat'.on  to  each  person  whose  claim  or 
ms  are  confirmed  by  this  act.  or  by  any  for- 
aw,  wiihm  th^  Territory  of  Illinois;  and 
s^  h  certificate  shall  specify  the  quantity  of  land 
ck;  firmed  to  the  holder  thereof,  and  shall  be  suf- 
fw  ent  evidence  of  claim,  within  the  meaning  of 
i^  i  act.  to  entitle  the  owner  or  holder  thereof  to 
HM  edit  with  the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  for 
tv  ijuantity  uf  land  mentioned  in  such  certifi- 
of  t",  wiihiD  the  reserved  tract  aforesaid  ;  and  the 
:f,  ister  of  the  land  office  shall  receive  the  sum 
cf^eventy-five  cents  from  the  person  demanding 
9.^4  receiving  such  certificate. 

*^Ec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  pat- 
e^^  shall  bf  obtained  for  lands  entered  under 
tIjA  act,  in  the  reserved  trad  aforesaid,  in  the 
s^e  manner  and  on  the  same  terms  as  are  pro- 
vl^^d  by  law  for  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
S^^tes. 

^pproved,  April  16,  1814. 

||Acl  directing  the  disposition  of  money  paid   into 
^  the  CourU  of  the  United  Stales. 

*j!fe  it  enacted,  «fc..  That,  upon  the  payment  of 
money  into  any  district  or  circuit   court  of 
lUniied  Slates,  to  abide  the  order  of  the  court, 
same  shall  be  deposited  in  such  incorporated 
ik  as  the  court  may  designate,  and   there  re- 
in till  it  shall   be  decided  to  whom  it  of  right 
5)ngs  :  Provided,  That  if  in  any   judicial  dis- 
|t  there  shall  be  no  incorporated  bank,  the  court 
direct  such  money  to  be  deposited  according 
Si'.ts  discretion:  Provided,  also,    That  nothing 
Mn  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  delivery 
o^^ny  such  money   upon  security,  according  to 
a;i:j.>ement  of  parties,   under  the  direction  of  the 


M 


a^-ei 
cf^l. 


jjipprored.  April  18.  1814. 

^.  . 

Al^Act  granting  pensions  to  the  officers  and  seamen 
'^■rving  on  board  the  revenue  cutters  in  certain 
'^ses. 

^e  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  officers  and  sea- 
of  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  or  miy  be  wounded  or  disabled  in 
t!&  discharge  of  their  duty  whilst  co-operating 
Wy4i  the  navy,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the 
U^ted  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  placed  on 
tliainavy  pension  list,  at  the  same  rate  of  pension, 
under  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions 
[re  now  provided  by  law  for  the  officers  and 
Jnen  of  the  navy. 

ipproved.  April  IS,  1814. 


ng  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. 


AwlAct  fixi 

j^e  it  enacted,  d^c,  That,  after  the  adjournment 
f5be  present  session,  the  next   meeting  of  Con- 
e  last   Monday   in  October 


gU?s  shall  b-i  on 
i^  Approved,  April  18,  1814 

i 


xV 


An  Act  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Ar- 
my  of  the  United  States,  and  allowing  a  sum  for 
the  employment  of  additional  clerks  in  his  office,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Dis- 
trict Paymasters. 

Be  it  enacted.  <fc.,  That  in  lieu  of  the  monthly 
compensation  now  allowed  by  law  to  the  Pay- 
master of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  he 
shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  quarter  yearly  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  January  last ;  and  that,  in  addition  to 
the  amount  already  allowed  by  law  for  clerk  hire 
in  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  there  shall  be  allowed  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  ad- 
ditional clerks  in,  and  for  contingent  expenses  of 
his  office  for  the  present  year,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  be  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  so  many  assistant 
district  paymasters,  not  exceeding  thirty,  as  the 
public  service  may.  in  his  opinion,  require  :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  any  officer  author- 
ized by  this  act  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
to  be  submitted  to  them  for  their  advice  and  con- 
sent, at  their  next  session. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  War  Department,  to 
make  all  disbursements  of  money  within  that 
department  to  the  di>trict  paymasters,  and  to  ad- 
just, state,  and  exhibit  their  several  accounts,  ac- 
cording to  such  forms,  and  within  such  periods  as 
shall  be  prescribed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  se- 
cure the  regular  and  punctual  payment  of  the 
troops,  the  district  paymasters  shall  examine  and 
transmit  to  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  the  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  for  all  disbursements  which 
have  been  made  by  them  to  the  troops  of  the 
army  or  district  where  they  shall  be  stationed, 
as  soon  as  the  first  payment  shall  have  been 
made, and  accompany  the  same  with  an  estimate 
for  the  next  payment  ;  which  accounts  and  esti- 
mates shall  be  regularly  transmitted,  that  settle- 
ments may  be  made  and  competent  funds  remit- 
ted :  Provided  also.  That  the  said  district  and 
assistant  paymasters  shall  make  payments  to  the 
militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  when 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  Pay- 
master of  the  Army. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  as- 
sistant district  paymasters  shall  receive  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  a  captain  of  infantry,  and  for- 
age for  one  horse. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  dis- 
trict and  assistant  district  paymasters  shall  seve- 
rally give  bonds,  with  good  and  sufficient  security 
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to  the  United  States,  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  tlieir  duties,  in  such  sums  as  shall  be  required 
by  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  War  Department,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shallconlinue  in  force  until  the  termination  of  the 
war  in  which  the  Unitf'd  States  are  now  engaged 
with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  forone 
year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  18,  1814. 


An  Act  to  autlioriie  the  Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate 
certain  claims  therein  mentioned. 

lie  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  liquidate,  accord- 
ing to  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  all  the 
claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  province  of 
West  Florida,  now  included  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  or  of  tlic  .Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, for  advances  by  them  made  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  United  Slates  prior  to,  and  since,  the 
taking  of  possession  of  ihe  said  portion  of  the  said 
late  province  of  West  Florida  by  the  United 
Stales. 

Approved,  April  18.  1814. 


An  Act  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  distribution  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted,  ifc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  State  be,  and  he  hereby  is.  author- 
ized and  directed  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  for  one  thousand  copies  of  ihe  edi- 
tion of  the  laws  thereof,  proposed  to  be  primed 
and  published  by  John  Bioren  and  W.  John 
Duane.  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Roger 
C.  Weightmau,  of  the  city  of  VV'ashington,  upon 
such  terms  as  he  may  deem  reasonable,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  dollars  per  copy  :  Provided,  That 
saiu  publication  shall  contain  an  edition  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates,  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
the  Constitution-  thereof,  and  the  Treaties  and 
Conventions  made  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations  and  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
that  It  shall  be  comprised  la  four  volumes,  royal 
octavo,  and  shall  include  the  laws  passed  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  and  that  all  laws  re- 
lating entirely  to  the  District  of  Columbia  shall 
be  excluded  therefrom:  And  provided  further, 
That  the  said  edition  shall  be  executed  on  a  plan, 
and  in  a  manner,  that  shall  be  prescribed  by  ihe 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Attorney  General  of 
ihe  United  Stales,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  direct 
what  acts  shall  be  printed  by  tiile  only.  And  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  appoint  a  competent  person  to  prepare 
said  edition  for  publication,  and  to  superintend 
the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Attorney  General,  who  for  his  ser- 
vices shall  be  compens.ited  by  the  publishers. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  Secretary  shall  cause  the  said  copies  of  the 


laws  to  be  distributed  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
publication,  in  manner  following:  one  .set  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  President  of  llie  United  Slates, 
the  Vice  President,  and  to  each  member  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;  six  sets 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Senate, 
and  eighlten  sets  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  use  of  said  houses  re- 
spectively ;  one  set  shall  be  delivered  to  each  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Clerk 
thereof,  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  District 
Courts,  and  to  each  of  the  Marshals,  Clerks,  and 
Attorneys  of  each  District ;  one  set  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  Secretiuy  of  Slate,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  the  Attorney  General, 
to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  to  the  Comptroller, 
Auditor,  and  Register  of  the  Treasury,  to  the 
Treasurer,  to  the  Accountants  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  to  the  Postmaster  General 
and  the  two  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  and  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  each  ; 
two  sets  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  and  Territories  respectively; 
one  set  shall  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  Governors 
of  the  several  Slates  and  Territories  ;  and  one  set 
shall  be  delivered  lo  each  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  in  the  several  Territories:  and  the  residue 
of  said  subscription  shall  remain  at  ihe  future 
disposal  of  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
of  the  death,  resignation,  or  dismission  from  office 
of  either  of  the  officers  before  mentioned,  except- 
ing the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme a:id  District  Courts,  the  said  copies  of  the 
laws  delivered  to  them,  as  aforesaid,  shall  belong 
to,  and  be  delivered  up,  to  their  respective  suc- 
cessors in  the  said  offices. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fur  tfier  enacted,  That  the  acts 
passed  at  each  succeeding  session  of  Congress, 
including  future  treaties,  shall  be  printed  in  a 
furrn  corresponding  with  the  said  edition,  and 
shall  be  distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  here- 
tofore by  law  directed. 

Approved.  April  18,  1814. 


.\n  \c\.  authorizing  the   purchase  of  the  vessels  cap. 
tured  on  Lake  Erie. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  purchased  the  British  vessels  which 
were  captured  on  Lake  Erie  by  the  American 
squadron,  on  the  tenth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen.; 
and  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  in  payment  for  the  said  vessels,  shall 
be  distributed  as  prize  money  among  the  captors, 
or  their  heirs. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
carrying  into  effect  this  act,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
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,at  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 

ppropriated, 
!     Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 

Yi  allowed  aud  paid  to  Captain  Oliver  H.  Perry, 
■  jut  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
/appropriated,  in  addition   lo   his  share  of  prize 

hooey,  as  commander  of  the  ship  Lawrence,  the 
turn  of  five  thousand  dollars. 
I  Approved,  April  18.  1814. 
0  

•1         An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensioners. 

#  lie  it  enacted^  tfc.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  follow 


'Sg  named  persons,  (whose  claims  have  been 
gansmilted  to  Congress  pursuant  to  a  law  passed 
Unth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,) 
'fc  the  pension  list  of  invalid  pensioners,  accord- 
,ig  to  the  rates,  and  to  commence  at  the  times 
Wrein  nien>iuned.  that  is  to  say  : 
»,  Samuel  C.  Arickson.  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
gtr  month,  lo  commence  the  tenth  June,one  thou- 
und  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
^'  Alexander  Barr,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  twen- 
-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  twenty- 
nth  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ihir- 
•en. 

.Ezra  Bellows,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
f^jonth,  to  commence  from  twentieth  June,  one 
lOUsand  eiijht  hundred  and  twelve. 
Daniel  Dodd,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  fifty 
fe-nts  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth 
May.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
Joel  Terrell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  thirty- 
tree  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  theeight- 
.nih  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
iir:een. 

Z  George  Dogan,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  fifty 
/•nts  per  month,  to  commence  on  tenth  February, 
Ciie  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 
^Joseph  King,  at  the  rale  of  two  dollars  fifty 
f^nls  per  r.ionlh,  to  commence  the  nineteenth 
^ctober,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
J  Andrew  Green,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  sixty- 
A-ven  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  thefour- 
jienth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
ted and  thirteen. 

^  Hugh  Barns,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
teonth,  to  commence  fifteenth  June,  one  thousand 
^Tht  hundred  and  thirteen. 
^'Enocii  Djcker.  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
,>>nth,  lo  commence  the  second  February,  one 
^ousand  eisrht  hundred  and  fourteen. 
ti^Samuel  Hawkins,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
tid  thirty-tiiree  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
&  the  fourtij  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
■ed  and  futtrleen. 

^Darby  Mars,  at   the  rate  of  five  dollars   per 

jonth.  to  commence  the  tweniy-fifih  December, 

be  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Benjamin   Daniels,  at  the   rate  of  iwenty-five 

pilars  per  month,  to  commence  the  twenty-sec- 

^id   February,  one  thousand  eight   hundred  and 

^urleen. 

V   Robert  McCullock.  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 

||fiy  cents  pet  month,  to  commence  the  fourteenth 


February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen. 

John  Gilbert,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  thirtieth  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Henry  Brenncman,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  tnonth,  to  commence  the  fourth  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

William  Blanchard,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  thirteenth  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

John  Kersenar,  at  the  rale  of  three  dollars 
thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
first  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

Robert  Neil,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  fifth  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

John  Berry,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  thirty-first  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Jonathan  Willard,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  March  the  seventh, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Levi  Bishop,  of  New  York,  at  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  the  twelfth  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

John  Fain,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  tenth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  named  persons,  already 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
whose  claims  for  an  increase  of  pension  have  been 
transmitted  lo  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  afore- 
said, be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively 
annexed  to  their  names  ;  the  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  limes  herein  mentioned,  that  is  to 
say: 

Benjamin  Jenkins,  five  dollars  a  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixteenth  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Abner  Rose,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Richard  Fairbroiher,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence   thirtieth    September,   one   thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Joseph  Cutler,  ten  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  me  twenty-eighth  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Thomas  Monday,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  thirtieth  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Hezekiah  Bailey,  ten  dollars  per  month,  lo  com- 
mence on  the  thirtieth  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Elisha  Reynolds,  three  dollars  thirty-three  cents 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  depo- 
sitions substantiating  the  facts  necessary  to  entitle 
any  person  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  or  to 
an  increase  of  pension,  may  hereafter  be  taken 
before  any  judge  of  any  of  the  courts  of  the  Slate 
or  Territory  in  which  such  person  may  reside, 
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and  the  certicate  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  whereof 
the  said  judge  is  a  member,  shall  be  a  suflBcient 
authentication  of  his  being  such  a  judge. 
Approve],  April  IS,  1814. 


An  Act  extending  relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^r..  That  any  person  or  persons 
having  purchased  lands  of  the  United  Stales,  in 
theMississippi  Territory,  who  have  been  subjected 
to  prosecutions  by  adverse  claimant?,  who  derived 
their  titles  from  a  Spanisli  grant,  warrant,  or 
order  of  survey,  and  where  such  prosecutions 
have  terminated  favorably  to  purchasers  from  the 
United  States,  sucli  purchasers  shall  have  one 
year,  from  the  first  day  of  June  next,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  interest  that  may  be  due  from  them 
to  the  United  States,  on  the  purchase  aforesaid. 

Approved,  April  16,  1814. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  post  roads  hereafter 
named  be  discontinued  : 

In  Maryland. — From  Queen  Ann's  to  Pig  Point. 

In  Virginia. — From  Mecklinburg  court-house, 
by  St.  Tammany  and  Lombardy  Grove,  to  Gees's 
Bridge.  From  Tazewell  court-house,  by  Russell 
court  house  and  Lee  court-house,  lo  Cumberland 
Gap.     From  Springfield  to  Rorany. 

In  North  Carolina. — From  Suffolk,  by  Gates 
court-house,  to  Edenion.  From  Elizabethiown 
lo  Whilesville.  From  Charlotte,  by  Beaty's 
Ford,  lo  Lincolnton. 

In  Georgia. — From  Greensborouijh  to  Wash- 
ington.    From  Darien.  by  Jones,  to  MilleJgeville. 

In  Kentucky. — From  Lewis  court  house,  by 
Flemingsburg.  Millersburg.  Mount  Sterling, 
Olympian  Springs,  and  Little  Sandy  salt  works, 
to  Caitleisburg. 

In  Tennessee. — From  Alexander's,  by  White 
Plains,  to  Carthage.  From  Bledsoe  court-house 
to  Franklin  court-house. 

In  Ohio. — From  SieubenviUe,  by  Faucettsiown. 
to  New  Lisbon.  From  New  Lisbon,  by  Salem, 
to  Columbiana.  From  Springfield  to  Troy. 
From  Zanesville  to  Coshocton. 

In  Louisiana. — From  La  Fourch.  by  Point 
Coupee,  to  Opeloosa. 

In  Indiana. — From  Jeffersonville,  by  Clarks- 
ville,  lo  Vincennes. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  be  established  post-roads: 

In  New  Hampshire. — The  post  road  from  Roch- 
ester to  Wakefield  bealteredso  ihat  it  pass  through 
Farmingion.  .Middleton,  and  Wolfborough,  to 
Wakefield. 

InMaine. — From  Waterford, by  Norway,  Plan- 
tation Third,  Rumford.  and  Bethel,  to  Waterford. 
From  Livermore.  by  Jay  and  Wilton,  to  Farm- 


ington 


In  .Massachusetts. — From  Springfield  to  South- 
wick.  From  Stafford,  Connecticut,  by  Monson, 
to  P.ilraer.  in  Massachusetts.  From  Hatfield,  by 
Whaily,  Conway,  and  Ashfield,  lo  Charlemoni. 


From  Athol  to  Greenfield.     From  Kingston  to 
Halifax. 

In  Connecticut. — From  Middleiown,  by  Hebron, 
to  Windiiam.  From  Sharon,  by  Ellsworth,  (!^orn- 
wall  bridge,  and  Warren,  lo  Litchfield.  From 
Providence,  in  Rhode  Island,  through  Sciluate. 
lo  Ashford,  in  Connecticut. 

In  New  York. — From  Bettsburg  to  Deposit. 
From  Albany,  by  Bath,  Sand  Lake.  Stephenson, 
Hancock,  and  Lanesborougli,  lo  Dalton,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. From  Sheldon,  by  WiUinkand  Ham- 
burg to  Buffalo.  From  Onondago.  by  Tully, 
Preble,  aud  Homer,  lo  Couriland  court-house. 
From  Chesterfield  to  Jay,  in  Essex  county.  From 
Peekskill,  by  West  Point,  to  Newburg.  F'rom 
Stamford,  by  Waterville,  to  Roseville.  From 
Esperanza.  by  Schoharie  court-house  and  .Mid- 
dleburg,  to  Stanford,  on  the  turnpike  road.  From 
Middletown,  Delaware  county,  by  Colchester  and 
Hancock,  to  Deposit.  From  Aurelius  to  Sem- 
pronius.  From  Brooklin  to  Flaibush.  From 
Albany,  by  Spencertown,  to  Sheffield,  in  Massa- 
chusetts. From  Cairo,  by  Windham,  to  Lexing- 
ton. From  Green,  on  the  turnpike,  West,  to 
Lisle. 

In  New  Jersey. — From  Morrislown,  by  Newton, 
to  Millford,  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  Pennsylvania. — From  Wysor,  by  Orewill 
and  Warren,  to  Nanticocke,  in  New  Jersey.  From 
Washington  to  West  Alexandria.  From  York, 
by  York  Haven,  to  Middletown.  From  Somerset, 
by  Melford,  Turkyfool  and  Addison,  lo  Smith's 
Stand,  on  the  national  road.  From  Lewislown, 
by  Beaverlown,  Middleburg  and  Selin's  Grove, 
lo  Sunbury.  From  Beaverstown  to  Burgetstown. 
From  Burgetstown,  by  Hooksiown.  Georgetown, 
Beaver  bridge  and  Fulkstown,  to  New  Lisbon, 
in  Ohio.  From  Burlinville  to  Easlon.  From 
Wilmington,  by  West  Chester,  lo  Pottsgrove, 
Swamp  Churches  and  Summary  Town,  to  Sam- 
uel Seller's  tavern,  on  the  post  road  leading  from 
Philadelphia  towardsBethlehem,in  Buckscounty. 
From  ihe  town  of  Indiana,  through  Kaianing,  to 
Butler  Town. 

In  Ohio. — From  Urbanna  to  Springfield,  in 
Champaij[n  county.  From  Canton,  by  Spring- 
field, Suffield,  Talmadge  and  Stow,  to  Cleveland. 
From  Portsmouth  to  Vanceburg,  in  Kentucky. 
From  Urbanna  to  Troy.  From  Chilicotha,  by 
Lebanon,  to  Cincinnati.  From  Athens,  by  Lan- 
caster, to  Columbus.  From  Cadiz,  by  Freeport, 
^'^hiie  Eyes  Plains,  Coshocton,  Mount  Vernon 
and  Clinton,  to  Fredericktown.  From  Sieuben- 
viUe, by  Faucettsiown,  Fulkstown.  Achor,  Fair- 
field, Columbiana,  Salem.  Grissels,  Sandy  Store, 
Thompson's  salt  works,  and  Lower  salt  works,  to 
Steubenville.  From  Columbus,  by  Washington, 
to  Newmarket.  From  Columbus,  by  London, 
10  Xenia. 

In  Indiana. — From  Eaton,  in  Ohio,  to  Salis- 
bury. From  Washington  court-house  to  Valonia. 
From  Charlestown,  by  Washington  court-house 
and  Lindley's  mills,  lo  Vincennes. 

In  Illinois. — From  Cahokia.  by  Madison  court- 
house and  Clinton  Hill  to  Cahokia.  From  Kas- 
kaskia  to  Johnson  court-house. 
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C  In  Delavare. — From  Christiana  to  Newark. 
2J1  In  Maryland. — From  Liberty  town,  by  Union 
iTBridge  and  Uniontown,  to  Weslmiosfer.  Frotn 
&  Annapolis  to  Pig  Point. 

fn   rirgiiiia.— From  Clarksburg,  by  Morgan- 
town.  Waynpsboro.  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Wheel- 
ing.    From  Monroe  courthouse,  to  Lewisburg. 
From  Fredericksburjj  to  the  mouth  of  the  Poto- 
mac   run..     From    Fincavtle.   by   the    mouth    of 
SfCowpasturc.  to  Callahan'.-^.     From   Norfolk,  by 
'^Elizabeth  City,  to  Edenton,  in  North  Carolina. 
^.From  Wood  court-house  to  Jacksonville.     From 
..Abinirdon,  by   Russell  court-house  and  Mockio- 
C^on    Gap.   to    AbinErdou.      From    Pughtown    to 
ISpringfieUl.    From  Dumfries,  by  Walnut  Branch, 
£to   Fauquier  court-house.      From   Columbia    to 
jjWarren.    From  Charlottsville  to  Warren.    From 
J^^ercival's.  by   Lewisviile  and   Lombardy  Grove. 
40  St.  Tammany.     From  Petersburg,  by  French- 
iJowp.   to   .Morganville.      From    Hanover  court- 
^louse,  by  Hanover  town  and  New  Castle,  to  New 
IKent  court-house. 

;.  In  Kentucky. —From  Mount  Sterling  to  Floyd 
court-house.  From  Bairdstown,  by  Grayson 
court-houve  and  Butler  court-house,  to  Russell- 
Ville.  From  Washington,  by  Williamsburg,  to 
Lewis  coufi-house.  From  Greenup  court-house 
;to  Little  Sandy  salt  works. 

In  North  Carolina.— From  Grayson  court- 
house, Virginia,  by  Edwards  and  McMilleQ'.s,  to 
<\sh  court  house.  From  Suffolk,  Virginia,  by 
Sunburv  ;ind  Gates  court-house,  to  Edenton. 
fJrom  Trent  Bridee.  by  Trenton,  to  Duplin  couri- 
iiouse.      From    Winton    to    Gate's    court-hou-e. 


J^rom   WinJsor   to  Williamston's.     From   Wil- 

'.nington.   by    VVhiteville  and    Fairbluff.  to  Bar- 

ield  Mill,  in  South   Carolina.     From    Charlotte 

,0  Lincoln-ton.     F>om  Salisbury  to   Lincolnlon. 

tj/rom   Hillsborough,  by  High   Rock,  to   Lennox 

^astle. 

In  Tennessee. — From  Newport,  by  Greenville, 
ogersvill.'.   and    Lee   court-house,  in    Virginia, 
^    Cumberland  Gap.    From  Carthage,  by  Sparia. 
..'3   Alexander's.     From  Sparta,  by  McMinville, 
'^nd  Winchester,  in   Franklin  county,  to  Hunis- 
ille.  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 
;  In  South   Carolina.— From    Belfast,  by   Sat- 
J^rthwail's,  to  Cambridge. 
^,  In   Georgia. — From    Milledgeville,   by  Green- 
*:)ro,  Lexington,  and  Danielsville.  to  Carnsville. 
rom  .Milledgeville,  by  Irvington,  Dublin,  Mont- 
gomery   court-house,    Tatnal    court-house,    aad 
Jarringion,  to  Darien.     From  Dublin  to  Telfair 
jjourt-house.      From    Riceboro.    by    Barrington 
Vipd  Jefferson,  to  St.  Marys.     From  Brunswick 
;)  Frederica. 
In  Louisinna.—FTom  Blanchardsville,  by  As- 
mption,  to  Opeloosa.     From  Assumption  to  La 
ourch  Interior  court-house.     F>om  Concordi.i 
•  Washita   court-house.      From  Concordia  to 
^]\arren  court-house. 

;  Sec.  3.    And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  cause  a  mail    to  be  carried 
grom  the  nearest  post  oflice  on  any  established 


of  the  States  or  Territories  of  ths  United  States 
and  which  is  not  or  will  not  otherwise  be  ac- 
commodated with  the  mail;  and  the  road  on 
which  thesune  shall  be  so  carried,  shall  there- 
upon become  a  post  road,  and  so  continue  until 
otlier  provisions  shall  be  made  by  law  for  the  ac- 
commodation thereof  with  the  mail. 

Slc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  transmit  b;;  the  mail,  free  of  postage,  one  copy 
o{  the  documents  hereafter  mentioned,  being  on 
subject's  of  a  general  nature,  and  which  may  l>e 
ordered  to  be  printed  by  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, natnely,  of  communications  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  made  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  Congress  or  either  House 
t-hereof;  of  reports  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  Congress,  or  either 
House  tiiereof,  in  pursuance  of  any  law  or  reso- 
lution of  either  House:  affirmative  reports  on 
subjects  of  a  general  nature  made  to  Congress, 
or  either  Hou-e  thereof,  by  any  committee,  re- 
spectively: for  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  of  the  district  courts,  and  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  to  any  post 
office  within  the  United  States,  they  may  respect- 
ively designate. 

Approved,  April  18.  1814. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Directora  of  the  Wajhing- 
ton  Library  Company. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  James  Laurie.  Joseph 

Stretch,  William   Parker.  Jonathan  S.  Findlay 

George   Way.   Moses  Young,  and   Thomas    h! 

Giliiss,  and  their  successors,  duly  elected  or  ap- 

'•i    /,.  T-^  1.^  TV-  .      r^  pointed  in    manner  hereinafter  directed   be  and 

i  In  TewYssee.-V  rom  Newport,  by  Greenville,    they  are  hereby  made,  declared,  and  constituted 

f^ogersvilK   and    Lee   court-house,  in    Virginia,    a  corporation   and   body  politic    in    law  and    m 

j^  Cumberland  Gap.    I<  rom  Carthage,  by  Sparia,    fact,  to   have  continuance   (brewer  bvThe   name 

p.   AlexanJer's.     t  rom  Sparta,  by  McMmville.    style,  an  J  title  of  ••  The  DirecfoVs  of^the  VVa!h 

ington  Library  Company,"  and  by  such  corpo- 
rate name,  style,  and  title,  shall  be  hereafter  for- 
ever able  and  capable  in  law  and  equity  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and 
be  answered  unto,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  any 
court  or  courts  or  other  places,  and  before  any 
judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices,  or  other  per- 
sons whatsoever,  within  the  District  of  Colum- 

demand?,  of  whatever  kind  or  nature  they  may 
be,  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  per- 
son or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  may 
or  can  do. 

Sec.  2.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  all  and 
singular  the  goods,  chattels,  and  other  effects,  of 
what  kind  or    nature   .soever,  heretofore    given 
granted,  or  devised  to  the  said   library  company' 
or  to  any  person  or  persons  for  the  use  thereof 
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confirmed  to  the  said  corporation.  And  the  said 
corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money,  or  any  goods,  chattels,  or  other 
effects  of  wtiat  kind  or  nature  soever,  which  shall 
or  may  hereafter  be  given,  granted,  or  bequeathed 
unto  them  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  poli- 
tic or  corporate,  capable  of  making  such  gift, 
grant,  or  bequest:  Provided.  Tiiat  the  goods, 
chattels,  and  other  effects  vested  in  and  confirmed 
to  the  said  corporation,  and  moneys,  goods,  chat- 
tels, and  effects,  which  by  this  ,ict  the  said  cor- 
poration is  authorized  hereafter  to  receive,  shall 
not  in  the  whole  exceed  in  value  fifiy  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  make,  have,  and   use  a  common  seal, 
with  such  device  and   inscription  as  they  shall 
think   proper,  and    the  same  to   break,  alter,  and 
renew  at  pleasure:    to  appoint  a  treasurer  and 
librarian,  and  such   other  officers   as   they  may. 
from   time    to   tim\?,  deem   necessary:    to  assiorn 
them   their  duties,  fix  their  compensation,  and 
remove   hitn   or   them   from  office,  and   appoint 
another  or  others  in  his  or  their  place  as  olien  as 
they  shall  think  fit:  to  make,  ordain,  establish, 
and    execute   such    by-laws    and    ordinances    as 
may  be  deemed  useful  to  the  institution,  and  the 
same  to  alter,  amend,  or  abrogate  at  pleasure:  to 
fix  the  price  of  new  shares  and  annual  contribu- 
tions on  each  share  :  to  direct  how  transfers  shall 
be  made  and  certified  :    to  procure  by  purchase, 
rent,  or  otherwise,  a  suitable  phce  for  keeping 
the  library  :   to  appoint  the  limes  for  keeping  the 
library  open,  and  for  taking  out  and  returning 
books:  to  fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happen  in  i 
their  own    body  between   two  annual   elections:! 
to  levy  and  collect  fines  and  forfeitures:  and  to  I 
determine  upon,  do.  and  transact  all  business  and  1 
matters  appertaining  to  the  said  corporation  and 
library   company,   agreeably   to    the    rules,  ordi- 
nances, and   hy-law«i  thereof,  during  their  con- 
tinuance in  office:  Provided.  That  not  less  than 
a  majority  of  the  said  directors  be  a  quorum  to  do 
business;  that   no  rule,  ordinance,  or    by-law.  be 
made  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  District  or  of 
the  United  Slates:  and  that  no  contribution  be 
laid  on  any  one  share,  in  any  one  year,  exceeding 
three  dollars,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority 
of  the  shareholders. 

Stc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an 
election  for  seven  directors  of  ''  The  Washington 
Library  Company"  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  April  next,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  April  annually,  thereafter,  at  the  library 
room,  under  the  direction  of  such  persons  as 
the  present  directors  and  their  successors  may 
appoint;  which  appointment  shall  be  at  least 
five  days  previous  to  the  day  of  election.  They 
shall  also  publish  the  names  of  the  persons  so 
appointed  to  hold  the  election,  in  some  newspaper 
printed  in  the  City  of  Washington,  at  least  three 
days  previous  to  such  election's  being  held  ;  the 
polls  for  which  shall  be  kept  open  from  three 
o'clock  until  six  o'clock  P.  M.;  and  no  person 
shall  be  eligible  as  a  director,  or  have  a  right  to 


vote  for  a  director,  who  is  not  at  the  time  of  vot- 
ing, or  being  voted  for,  a  share  holder  in  the  said 
company,  or  who  shall  be  in  arrears  to  the  said 
company,  for  any  annual  contribution,  fines,  or 
forfeitures:  and  all  persons  qualified  to  vote,  may 
vole  either  personally  or  by  proxy,  by  ballot. 

Skc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  may  at  any  time  be  altered,  amended,  or  re- 
pealed by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  18.  1814. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  preserTation 
of  each  flags,  standards,  and  colors,  as  shall    have 
been  or  may    hereafter  be  taken   by  the   land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  from  their  enemies.  ^ 
Be  it  enacted,  J^c,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the 
War  and    Navy    Departments   be,  and    they  are 
hereby,  directed    to    cause    to   be   collected    and 
transmitted  to  them,  at   the  seat  of  the  Gorern- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  all  such   flags,  stand- 
ards, and  colors,  bn  shall  have  been  or  may  here- 
after  be   taken   by   the  Army  and   Navy  of  the 
United  Slates,  from  their  enemies. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the 
flags,  standards,  and  colors  of  the  description 
aforesaid,  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
departments  aforesaid,  and  such  as  may  be  here- 
after transmitted  to  them,  be,  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  for  the  purpose  of  being,  under  his  direc- 
tion, preserved  and  displayed  in  such  public  place 
as  he  shall  deem  proper. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  for  the  above  purposes,  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  April  18,  1814. 


An  Act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for  marshals,  clerks, 
and  attorneys,  in  the  caaes  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted',  fc,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  June  nexi.  there  shall  not  be  allowed  or 
paid  to  either  the  marshal  or  attorney  of  the  dis- 
tricts (  f  .Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecti- 
cut, the  southern  district  of  New  York,  or  Penn- 
sylvania, nor  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  and  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  in  either  of  said 
districts,  any  daily  compensation  for  attending  on 
the  said  courts,  and  that  the  clerks  of  the  district 
and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be 
entitled  to  one-half  of  one  per  centum  and  no 
more  on  money  deposited  in  court,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved.  April  IS.  1814. 


An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
more  cflTeclualiy  to  provide  for  the  national  defence, 
by  esttaltlishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  Sutes." 

Be  U  enacted,  fr..  That,  in  addition  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  provided  for  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
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Jr^jrou^houi  the  United  States.-'  approved  May  the  j  being  duly  satisfied  that  such  testimony  is  mate- 
*ghlh.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-  j  rial  to  the  trial,  to  issue  his  precept,  directed  to 
two,  and  by  an  act  in  addition  to  the  said  recited  j  any  person  to  be  summoned  as  a  witness,  com- 
ict.  approved  March  the  second,  one  thousand 
[ighi  hundred  and  three,  there  shall  be  to  each 
Jivision  one  division  inspector,  with  the  rank  of 

^^teutenani  colonel,  and  one  division  fjuarternias- 

*fer,  with  the  rank  of  major;  to  each  brigade  one 

. '^id-de-camp.  with  the  rank  of  captain;  and   the 

|uuarterma.-ters  of  brigade  heretofore  provided  for 

^y  law,  shall  have  the  rank  of  captain.     And  it 

^hall  be  incumbeni  on  the  said  officers  to  do  and 


•perform  all  the  duties  which  by  law  and  military 
♦principles  are  attached    to  their  offices  respect- 
>ely. 
,  *.j  Approved.  April  18,  1814. 

n  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  cdling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 

3*,  vasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those 

^f  purposes."' 

t\  Be  it  enacted,  df-c.  That  courts  martial,  to  be 
Womposed  ul'  militia  officers  alone,  for  the  trial  of 
jhilitia  draughted,  detached,  and  called  forth  for 
«ie  service  of  the  United  States,  whether  acting 
(0  conjunction  with  the  regular  forces  or  olher- 
i^ise,   shall,   whenever    necessary,    be  appointed, 
teld,  and  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
jne  rules  and  articles  of  war  for  appointing,  hold- 
Jtig.  and  conducting  courts  martial,  for  the  trial 
jfS  delinquents  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
jt  Sjec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all 
lases  in  the  militia,  where  an  offence  is  punisha- 
ble by  stoppage  of  pay  or  by  impo>ing  a  fine.  Iim- 
fed  by  the  amount  of  pay.  the  same  shall  be  taken 
have  relation  to  the  monthly  pay  existing  at 
le  time  the  offence  was  committed. 
#V  Sec.  2.  And  bt  ii  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
j^*elinquent  directed  to  be  summoned  to  appear  be- 
(Ore  a  court  martial  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey 
>jhe  orders  oi  the  President  of  the  United  States 
.jHfl  any  of  the  ca^es  recited   in  the  first,  second. 
*^iird.  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
jct  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  eie- 
ile   the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  ins'asions.  and   to  repeal  the  act 
^ow  in  force  for  those  purposes,"  passed  Febru- 
l|ry  twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
Sfod  ninety-live,  shall   be  absent   when  any  non- 
t/)mmissiotied  officer  shall  call  to  summon  him. 
shall  be  a  sufficient  summoning  ot   such  delin- 
juent  if  the  non-commissioned  officer  leave  a  copy 
kf  the  summons,  or  a  written  notice  thereof,  signed 
ly  him,  wiili  some  person  of  suitable  age  and  dis- 
cretion, at  ihe  usual  place  of  abode  of  such  delin- 
r«uent,  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  day  of  ap- 
pearance.    And.  in  case  of  the  nonappearance  of 
^ch  delinquent,  the  court  martial   may  proceed 
vi^ith  bis  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had 
Ippeared  and  plead  not  guilty  to  the  charge  ex- 
'ibited  agauist  him. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thatitshall 

J>e  the  duty  of  the  president  of  any  court  martial 

)r  the  trial  of  militia,  if  required,  and  upon  his 


manding  his  or  her  attendance  at  such  court,  to 
j  testify  for  or  against  the  person  to  be  tried,  as  the 
j  case  may  be;  and  any  witness  having  been  duly 
I  summoned  and  failing  to  appear,  without  a  reas- 
onable  excuse,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered 
I  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  by  bill,  plaint. 
I  or  information,  in  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction. And  if  any  witness,  when  called  upon 
for  that  purpose,  shall  refuse  to  testify,  or  shall 
beliave  with  contempt  to  the  court,  or  if  any  other 
person  shall  use  any  menacing  words,  signs,  or 
gestures,  in  presence  thereof,  or  shall  cause  any 
riot  or  disorder  therein,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  suon 
court  to  punish  every  such  offender  by  imprison- 
ment, for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  month,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the  sentence, 
judgment,  or  order  of  any  such  court  martial,  for 
any  of  the  offences  specified  in  the  last  clause  of 
the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  court  to  issue  an  order  to  any  commis- 
sioned officer  of  militia,  not  below  the  rank  of 
captain,  commanding  him  to  carry  the  same  into 
effect  by  military  force;  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  obey  the  same,  and  execute  the  order  accord- 
ingly. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  the 
trial  of  delinquents,  for  offences  not  capital,  by 
any  such  court  martial,  the  deposition  of  wit- 
nesses taken  be/ore  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  other 
person  authorized  to  take  affidavits  to  be  read  in 
any  court  of  record  in  the  State  where  the  same 
shall  be  taken,  may  be  read  in  evidence,  provided 
the  prosecutor  and  person  accused  are  present  at 
taking  the  same,  or  are  duly  notified  thereof.  And 
further,  that  the  returns  of  captains  or  other  com- 
manding officers  of  companies,  of  delinquents 
draughted  or  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  who  shall  have  refused  or  neglected  to 
enter  the  same,  sworn  to  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
competent  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  con- 
tained. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tiiat  if  any 
person  shall  wilfully  swear  false  before  any  such 
court  martial,  or  in  any  affidavit  or  deposition 
taken  as  aforesaid,  he  or  she  shall  be  adjudged  to 
be  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  shall 
be  indicted,  tried,  and  punished  accordingly,  by 
any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  the  State 
where  such  offence  shall  be  committed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
militia,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  virtue  of  the  before  recited  act,  may, 
if  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  public  interest  require  it,  be  compelled 
to  serve  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months  af- 
ter their  arrival  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  in  any 
one  year. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  regi- 
mental chaplains  in  the  militia,  which  have  been 
or  shall  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 


2849 


APPENDIX. 


2850 


PuUic  Acts  of  Congress. 


States,  shall  receive  the  same  monthly  pay  and 
rations  as  a  captain  of  infantry,  with  the  addition 
of  forage  for  one  horse;  and.  whenever  called 
forth  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  divis- 
ion quartermasters  shall  be  entitled  to  the  pay, 
emoluments,  and  allowances  of  a  deputy  quarter- 
master general;  brigade  q  iartermasters,  lo  the 
pay.  emoluments,  and  allowances  of  an  assistant 
deputy  quartermaster  general;  and  regimental 
quartermasters,  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a 
lieutenant  of  infantry,  and  sixteen  dollars  per 
month  in  addition  thereto,  and  forage  (or  one 
horse;  division  inspectors  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
pav,  emoluments,  and  albivvaiices  of  a  lieutenant 
colonel  of  infantry;  brigade  majors,  to  the  pay. 
emoluments,  and  allowances  of  a  major  of  infan- 
try; uids-de-carap  to  brigadier  general.-^,  to  the 
pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of 
infantry;  with  an  addition  of  sixteen  dollars  per 
month,  and  forage  for  one  hor.>-e. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
expenses  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  by  marching 
the  militia  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  their  places  of  rendezvous,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  requisition  of  the  Presides  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  which  shall  have  been  or  may  be 
incurred  in  cases  of  calls  made  by  the  authority 
of  any  Sute  or  Territory  which  shall  have  been 
or  may  be  approved  by  him.  stiall  be  adjusted  and 
paid  in  like  manner  as  the  expenses  incurred  af- 
ter their  arrival  at  such  places  of  rendezvous,  on 
the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates:  Provided,  That  notliing  herein  contained 
shall  be  considered  as  atHhorizmg  any  species  ol 
expenditure  previous  to  arriving  at  ihe  place  of 
rendezvous,  which  is  not  provided  by  existing 
laws  to  be  paid  for  after  their  arrival  at  such  place 
of  rendezvous. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  ' 
cases  where  a  brigade  of  militia  shall   be  called 
forth  for  actual  service,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  [ 
brigade   major   of  such    brigade   to   inspect  and  ' 
muster  the  same,  and  sign  the  muster  rolls,  con- 
formably to  the  provisions  of  the  act.  entitled  "An 
act   more  effectually   to  provide  for  the  nation- 
al defence,  by  establishing   an    uniform    militia 
throughout   the   United  States."     If  le>s  than  a 
brigade  be  called  forth,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  a  brigade  major  of  the  district  wherein  such  < 
railitia  may  rendezvous,  to  inspect  and  muster  the 
same,  and  sign  the  muster  rolls:  t\tp  musters  to  , 
be  made  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  one  on  the  as- 
sembling, and  the  other  on  the  discharge  of  such 
militia.     If  there  should  be  no  brigade  major  in  ' 
the  vicinity,  the  commanding  officer  may  direct  ! 
any  officer  under  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel, 
whether  of  the  regular  troops  or  militia,  to  in-  I 
spect  and  muster  the  militia  so  called  fortii. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  ; 
commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  or  private  of  the  militia  of  the  United  ; 
States,  who  shall  have  committed  an  offence 
while  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  tried  and  punished  for  the  same,  although 
his  term  of  service  may  have  expired,  in  like 
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I  manner  as  if  he  had  been  actually  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  be  continued  in  force  for  and  during  the  pres- 
ent war,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  18,  1814. 


.\n   Act    concerning   the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  apd 
marines,  in  the  rs'avy  of  the  United  States. 

Bs  U  enacted,  d^c,  That  the  pay  and  subsist- 
ence of  the  respective  commissioned  and  warrant 
officers  be  as  follows:  a  lieutenant  other  than  a 
master  commandant,  or  lieutenant  commanding 
a  small  vessel,  forty  dollars  per  month  and  three 
rations  per  day;  a  chaplain  forty  dollars  per 
month  and  two  rations  per  day  ;  a  sailingmaster 
forty  dollars  per  month  and  two  rations  per  day; 
a  surgeon  fifty  dollars  per  month  and  two  rations 
per  day;  a  surgeon's  mate  thirty  dollars  per  month 
and  two  rations  per  day;  a  purser  forty  doUirB 
per  month  and  two  rations  per  day  ;  a  boatswain 
twenty  dollars  per  month  and  two  rations  per 
day  ;  a  gunner  twenty  dollars  per  month  and  two 
rations  der  day  ;  a  sailmaker  twenty  dollars  per 
month  and  two  rations  per  day  ;  and  that  the 
pay  to  be  allowed  to  the  petty  officers  and  mid- 
shipmen, and  the  pay  and  bounty  upon  enlist- 
ment of  the  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  Provided.  That  the  whole  sum  to  be 
given  for  the  whole  pay  aforesaid,  and  for  the 
pay  of  officers,  and  that  the  amount  of  bounties 
upon  enlistment  of  seamen  and  marines,  shall  not 
exceed  for  any  year  the  amount  which  may,  in 
such  year,  be  appropriated  for  those  purposes 
respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  be  and  he  is  hereby  authoiized  to  make 
an  addition,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  per  cent., 
to  the  pay  of  the  officers,  petty  officers,  midship- 
men, seamen,  and  marines,  engaged  in  any  ser- 
vice, the  hardships  or  disadvantages  of  which 
shall,  in  his  judgment,  render  such  an  addition 
necessary. 

Approved,  April  18,  1814. 

An  Act  supplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that 
part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the  river  .Miacis- 
sippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans." 

Be  it  enacted,  <!^c.,  That  the  time  for  delirer- 
ing  notices  and  the  evidences  of  claims  to  lands 
as  required  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, be  and  the  same  hereby  is  extended  until 
the  first  day  of  September  next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thatitshall 
be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  appointed  un- 
der the  act  aforesaid,  to  receive  such  evidences 
as  to  them  may  be  oflered  in  support  of  any 
claims  which  may  not  be  embraced  by  said  act, 
and  to  report  the  same,  together  with  those  re- 
ferred to  in  tlie  first  section  of  this  act,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  November  next,  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  be  by 
him  laid  bei'ore  Congress  at  their  next  session. 
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i^Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.   That  the 

tmmissiontr  for  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river 
d  west  of  ihe  Perdido  be  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
l^orized  and  required  to  receive  and  make  report 
l«  aforesaid  on  all  claims  to  lands  lying  east  of 
Ke  river  Tonibigbee. 
Approved.  April  IS,  1814. 


Jtn  Act  to  fir  llje  compensation  of  the  Cierka  employed 
-  in  the  ofdrca  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
I  Clerk  of  th?  Houne  of  Representatives. 

)zBe  it  enacted,  (fc.  That  in  lieu  of  the  annual 
Compensations  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
||Tice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  in  the 
tlfice  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
fcves,  as  now  fixed  by  law.  there  shall  be  allowed 
^  the  principal  clerk  in  each  of  said  offices  fifteen 
indred  dollars,  and  to  each  of  the  engrossing 
lerks  employed  in  said  offices  twelve  hundred 
<id  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarter- 
jarly  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
iherwise  appropriated. 
''  Sec.  2.  Afvl  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
*kct  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  thirty-first 
aay  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
Atod  thirteen. 
F  Approved, iApril  IS.  1814. 


^n  Act  to  amtnJ  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes. 

t  Be  it  enatted,  ^c,  That  nothing  contained  in 

^e  first  section  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 

|)  retailers  qf  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  fcr- 

'ign   raercliandise.  shall  be  construed  to  extend 

to  physicia.T*  who  keep  on  hand  medicines  solely 

pr  the  purpose  of  making  up  their  own  prescrip- 

tons  for  their  own  patients,  nor  shall  any  phvsi- 

tian,  surgeon,  or  chemist,  for  vending,  solely  in 

Sis   practice.;  medicines  to  his   patients,  be  sub- 

y^cted  to  take  out  license  as  a  retail  dealer  in  for- 

ign  merchandise, 
^  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where 
yny  collectjr  shall  have  required  any  physician, 
^rgeon,  or  chemist,  vending  medicine  exclusively 
1^  his  patients  in  his  practice,  to  take  out  license 
^  a  retailer  in  foreign  merchandise,  every  such 
lljolleclor  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
l|«ncel  every;sucli  license  and  to  repay  any  money 
f/*ceived  for  the  same,  and  in  every  case  where 
Oie  money  l|as  not  been  received  to  grant  a  re- 
.fiase  for  the  same. 

^  Sec.  3.  A.^jd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon 
ye  sale  or  tiansfer  of  any  licensed  still  or  boiler, 
^r  other  vessel  used  in  distillation,  the  right  of 
Vsing  the  same,  during  the  term  for  which  such 
^jicense  sliall;rematn  in  force,  shall  accrue  to  the 
»ew  proprieror  or  possessor;  entry  of  such  sale 
rtT  transfer  having  been  previously  made  at  the 
jjffice  of  the;  collector  for  the  district  by  the  per- 
'z-on  selling  cr  transferring  the  same,  and  the  same 
§.aving  been  endorsed  on  the  original  licence. 
N  Sec.  4.  And  b^  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
^.;ase  any  stiil.  boiler,  or  other  vessel  used  in  dis- 
fc^illaiion,  shall  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed, 


the  collector  for  the  district  wherein  the  same 
shall  have  been  situate,  shall  be  empowered,  and 
is  hereby  directed,  to  remit  such  portion  of  the 
duties  which  may  have  been  bonded  for  the  li- 
cense granted  therefor,  and  shall,  at  the  time  of 
the  burning  or  destruction  thereof,  remain  un- 
paid, as  would  have  accrued  for  the  time  between 
such  burning  or  destruction,  and  the  expiration 
of  the  period  for  which  such  license  was  granted  : 
Provided,  That  previous  to  such  remission,  the 
said  burning  or  destruction  shall  be  verified,  under 
the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  owner  or  superin- 
tendent of  such  still,  boiler,  or  other  ve<?sel,  before 
a  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  residing  within 
the  said  district:  And  provided.  That  the  said 
judge  or  justice  shall  endorse  on  said  certificate 
his  belief  of  the  facts  therein  set  forth,  and  that 
the  burning  or  destruction  did  not  arise  from  a 
fraudulent  intent  to  defraud  the  revenue,  and  in 
case  of  such  remission  of  duties,  the  license  pre- 
viously granted  for  such  still,  boiler,  or  other  ves- 
sel used  in  distillation,  shall  be  of  no  further 
avail. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  m 
case  any  person  or  persons,  to  whom  a  license  for 
retailing  may  be  granted,  shall  die  before  the 
commencement  or  during  the  period  thereof,  the 
heirs,  executors,  or  administrators  of  such  person 
or  persons  shall  be  authorized  to  retail  under  the 
same;  and  any  person  to  whom  a  license  for  re- 
tailing shall  be  granted,  may,  on  application  in 
writing  to  the  collector  fur  the  district,  have  the 
same  transferred  to  any  other  person  in  the  same 
collection  district ;  in  which  several  cases  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  endorse  on  the 
said  licenses  a  certificate  of  such  transfer,  without 
which  certificate  this  provision  shall  be  of  no 
avail. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
case  any  person  or  persons,  to  whom  a  license  for 
employing  a  still  in  distilling  spirituous  liquors 
may  be  granted,  shall  die  before  the  commence- 
ment or  during  the  period  thereof,  the  heirs,  exec- 
utors, or  administrators  of  such  person  or  persons 
shall  be  authorized  to  employ  the  same  for  the 
unexpired  period  of  such  license:  Provided,  An 
application  previous  to  using  the  same  be  made 
in  writing  by  the  said  heirs,  executors,  or  admin- 
istrators, to  the  collector  for  the  district,  and  that 
a  certificate  of  such  transfer  be  endorsed  thereon 
by  him,  wiliiout  which  certificate  this  provision 
shall  be  of  A>  avail. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  any  person  to  whom  a  license 
for  retailing  may  have  been  granted,  to  produce 
and  exhibit  the  same  on  the  demand  of  the  col- 
lector for  the  district  made  at  the  place  of  retail- 
ing, for  refusing  to  do  which  said  person  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
case  of  the  sickness  or  temporary  inability  of  a 
collector  to  discharge  such  of  his  duties  as  can- 
nut,  under  existing  laws,  be  discharged  by  a  dep- 
uty, they  may  be  devolved  by  him  on  a  deputy  : 
Provided,  Information  thereof  be  immediately 
communicated  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Rev- 
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enue.  and  the  same  shall  be  approved  by  him  :  j 
And  provided,  That  the  responsibility  of  the  col-  ' 
lector,  or  his  sureties,  to  the  United  States,  shall  ! 
not  be  thereby  impaired.  j 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  in 
case  a  collector  shall  die,  resign,  or  be  removed,  j 
the  deputy  in  his  service,  at  the  time  immediately  i 
preceding,  who  shall  have  been  longest  employed  < 
by  him,  may  and  shall,  until  a  successor  is  ap-  { 
pointed,  discharge  all  the  duties  of  said  collector.  I 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  ; 
letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Commissioner  ! 
of  the  Revenue,  of  whatever  weight,  shall  be  i 
received  and  conveyed  by  the  mail,  free  of  postage.  | 

Approved,  April  18,  1814.  i 


An  Act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  one  thousand  right  hundred  and  j 
fourteen. 

lie  it  enacted,  lifC.,  That  the  sum  of  six   hun- 
dred and  twenly-hve  thousand  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the   purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses  which  have  been  or  may  , 
be  incurred  in  building  and  equipping  vessels  of , 
war  on  Lak«s  Ontario  and  Cliamplain,  to^be  paid,  i 
first,  cut  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  for  tlie 
support  of  the   Navy  remaining  unexpended  at  : 
the  end  of  ihe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,  and.  secondly,  out  of  the  surplus  of 
any  other  appropriation  which  may.  in  the  opin-  > 
ion  of  the  President,  be  transferred  to  that  object  i 
without  injury  to  the  public  service.  ' 

Sec.  2.  Ami  he  it  further  enacted.   That  fur' 
defraying  the  expense  of  additional  clerks  in  the  \ 
offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Comp- 
troller, and  Auditor  of  the  United  States,  the  fol-  ; 
lowing  sums,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  ap- 
propriated, be  and  they  are  hereby  appropriated: 
For  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  ;  for  the  office  of  1 
the  Comptroller,  seven  hundred  dollars;  and  for' 
the  Auditor's  ofrice"^  one  thousand  dollars;  which  : 
several  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  j 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  ' 

Sec.  'S.  And  be  it  further  unacted.  That,  in! 
addition  to  the  sums  already  appropriated  to  those 
objects,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  pay  the 
bounty,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other  expenses 
of  the  marine  corps,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
eys in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,    j 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  I 
sura  of  one   hundred   and   twenty-two  thousand 
seven   hundred   dollars  be  appropriated   for  the  ' 
bounty  and  pay  of  seamen  for  the  year  one  thou-  j 
sand  ei(;ht  hundred  and  fourteen,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  already  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro-  • 
priated.  j 

Approved,  April  18,  1814.  j 

An   Act  concerning   certificates  of  confirmation  of 
claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  enacted.  <f  c,  That,  in  all  cases  where  cer- 
tificates of  confirmation  to  lands  lying  in  either  of 


the  land  districts  established  by  law  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  have  been  issued  agreeably  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  respecting 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  ana 
Louisiana."  passed  the  third  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  which  were  directed 
to  be  filed  with  the  proper  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  within  twelve  months  after  date,  and  oa 
claims  which  are  included  in  the  tran.scripf  of 
divisions  made  in  favor  of  claimants  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said 
certificates  shall,  in  every  case  where  the  lands 
have  not  been  already  surveyed  according  to  law, 
be  by  the  said  registers  delivered  to  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  district,  together  with  the 
proper  descriptions  of  the  tracts  to  be  surveyed, 
wherein  the  quantity,  locality,  and  connexion, 
when  practicable  with  each  other,  shall  be  stated 
at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  three  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  act.  (unless  the  claimant 
shall  otherwise  specially  direct,)  whose  duty  it 
shall  be.  under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor  of 
the  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  to  accurately  sur- 
vey the  land  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  said  certificates  of  confirmation 
and  description,  and  make  general  and  particular 
plats  thereof,  which  he  shall  return  to  the  office 
of  the  proper  register,  together  with  the  original 
certificates;  and  it  shall  be  the  further  duty  of 
the  said  surveyor  to  make  a  like  return  of  the 
plals  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office:  Provided,  The  expense  of  surveying  the 
said  tracts  shall  not  exceed  that  allowed  by  law 
for  surveying  the  public  lands  in  the  said  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
soon  as  the  said  tracts  of  land  shall  have  been 
thus  surveyed,  and  the  surveys  thereof  returned 
to  the  office  of  the  proper  register,  together  with 
the  original  certificates  of  the  commissioners,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  register  to  issue  cer- 
tilicates  in  favor  of  the  claimants  entitled  there- 
to, which  he  shall  transmit  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  if  it  shall  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  commissioner  that 
the  certificates  have  been  fairly  obtained,  and 
correspond  with  the  transcript  heretofore  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
plats  returned  by  the  surveyors,  patents  shall  be 
granted  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for 
the  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States; 
which  patents  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  pro- 
per register,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  claim- 
ants entitled  thereto;  and  the  said  register  for 
delivering  the  certificates  and  descriptions  of  the 
tracts  to  the  surveyor,  making  out  and  forward- 
ing the  returns  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
delivering  the  patents,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and 
receive  from  each  claimant,  the  sura  of  two  dol- 
lars for  such  patent  so  delivered. 

Approved.  April  18,  1814. 

An  Act  granting  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
New  Orleans  Navigation  Company  and  their  suc- 
cessors, a  lot  of  ground. 

Be  it  enacted,  df-c  .  That  all  the  right  and  claim 
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^jf  the  United  Stales  to  a  lot  of  ground   in  the  t      Resolved.  That  the  President   of  the   United 

lunly  of  Orleans  and  State  of  Louisiana,  bound-  States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be 
abore  by  ihe  lands  of  Don  Miijuel,  and  front-  {  struck,  emblematical  of  the  action  between  the 
jg  on  the  bayou  St.  Joiin,  containing  one  bun-  .  two  squadrons,  and  to  present  iheni  to  Captain 
ieJ  and  eighty  feet  front  and  five  hundred  and  '  Perry  and  Captain  Jesse  D,  Elliott,  in  sucli  man- 
r,rty  feet  back, including  the  improvements  there-  |  ner  as  will  be  most  honorable  to  them;  and  that 


'fl,  now  occupied  by  the  said  company,  be  and 
;e  same  hereby  is  vested  ia  and  conveyed  to 
^e  president  and  directors  of  the  Orleans  Navi- 
ition  Company,  for  the  time  being,  and  their 
jccessors.  lur    the  use  and    benefit  of  the   said 

"Nmpany  forever. 

I^ApproveJ.  April  IS.  1S14. 


Atoiution  fur  the  printing  and  distribution  of  an 
^additional  number  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  and 
9u)(  the  documents  published  under  their  order. 

Hesolced,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
'^ Motives  cf  the    United  States  of  America 


f> 


j^aiaJ.ii'tii   Gj    ific    f,  niieu    lOituts   uj    ^iJncricu,    in 
^ongress  asaembled,    That  of  the    public  Jour- 
lU  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Repre-  I  grei  which  Congress  feel  for  the  loss  of  those  gal 


the  President  be  further  requested  to  present  a 
silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices, 
to  each  of  the  commissioned  officers,  either  of  the 
Navy  or  Army,  serving  on  board,  and  a  sword  to 
each  of  the  midshipmen  and  sailingmasters  who 
so  nobly  distinguished  themselves  on  that  memo- 
rable day. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  present  a  silver  medal,  with 
like  emblems  and  devices,  to  the  nearest  male 
relative  of  Lieutenant  John  Brooks,  of  the  ma- 
rines, and  a  sword  to  the  nearest  male  relatives  of 
Midshipmen  Henry  Laub  and  Thomas  Claxton, 
junior,  and  to  communicate  to  them  the  deep  re- 


^ntaiives,  of  the  present,  and  every  future  Con- |  lant    men,  whose    names  ought    to   live    in    the 
ess,  commencing  with  the  present  session,  and     recollection  and  affection  of  a  grateful  country, 
the  docuruents  published  under  the  orders  of    and  whose  conduct  ought  to  be  regarded   as  aa 
e  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  j  example  to  future  generations. 

Resolved,  That  three  months'  pay  be  allowed, 
exclusively  of  the  common  allowance,  to  all  the 
petty  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry, 
serving  as  such,  who  so  gloriously  supported  the 
honor  of  the  American  flag,  under  the  orders  of 
their  gallant  commander,  on  that  signal  oc- 
casion. 

Approved.  January  6,  1814. 


;?spectively.  from  tne  commencement  of  the  pre- 
iot  session,  there  shall  be  printed  two  hundred 
[opies  beyond    the  number   usually    printed;  of 
rhich  twenty-five  copies  shall   be   deposited  in 
)e  Library  of  the  United  States,  at  the  seat  of 
'  Jovernmeni.  to  be  delivered  to  members  of  Con- 
gress during  any  session,  and  to  all  other  persons 
ithorized  by  law  to  use  the  books  in  the  said 
Jyibrary,  upon  their  application  to  the  Librarian, 
fftad  giving  tkieir  responsible  receipts  for  the  same,  '  Resolution    relative    to   the    brilliant  achicTement   of 
\  like  mapiver  as  for  other  books.     And  that  so  [  Lieutenants  Burrows  and  McCall. 

ij^any  other  of  the  said  copies  shall  be  transmit-  '      Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
1,  in  like  panner  as  the  acts  of  Congress  are    sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
iansmitted,    to    the    Executives   of  the   .several    gress  assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 


[tales  and  Territories,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to 
irnish  one  copy  to  each  Executive,  one  copy  to 
>ch  branch  of  every  S:aie  and  Territorial  Legis- 
aure,  one  i*opy  to  each  university  and  college 

each  Siat^,  and  one  copy  to  the  historical  so- 
jeiy  incorporated,  or  which  shall  be  incorpo- 
ited,  in  each  State:  and  that  the  residue  of  the 
lid  two  hundred  copies  be  deposited  in  the  Li- 
rary  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  future 
jsposition  of  Con:jress. 

Approved.  December  27,  1813. 

lesolulions  ••.xpressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Uliver  H.  Perry,  the 

i  officers,  seiimen,  marines,  and  infantry,  acting  as 
such,  on  board  of  his  squadron. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
^ntalives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Vongress  assembled.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress 
\e  and  the  same  are  hereby  presented  to  Captain 
['liver  Haz»rd  Perry,  and  through  him  to  the 
icers,  petjy  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  in- 
intry  serving  as  such,  attached  to  the  squadron 
^nder  his  command,  for  the  decisive  and  glorious 
(ictory  gained  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  tenth  of  Sep- 
;raber,in  ibeyearone  thousand  eighthundred  and 
urteen,  over  a  Bruish  squadron  of  superior  force. 


ted  States  be  requested  to  present  to  the  nearest 
male  relative  of  Lieutenant  William  Burrows, 
and  to  Lieutenant  Edward  R.  McCall,  of  the 
brig  Enterprise,  a  gold  medal,  with  suitable  em- 
blems and  devices;  and  a  silver  medal,  with  like 
emblems  and  devices,  to  each  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers  of  the  aforesaid  vessel,  in  testi- 
mony of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  crew  in  the  conflict  with  the  British  sloop 
Boxer,  on  the  fourth  of  September,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen.  And 
the  President  is  also  requested  to  communicate 
to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  Lieutenant  Bur- 
rows the  deep  regret  which  Congress  feel  for  the 
lo«s  of  that  valuable  officer,  who  died  in  the  arms 
of  victory,  nobly  contending  for  his  country's 
rights  and  fame. 
Approved,  January  6,  1314. 


Resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant  achievement  of  Cap- 
tain James  Lawrence,  in  the  capture  of  the  British 
vessel  of  war,  the  Peacock. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  be  requested  to  present  to  the  nearest 
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male  relative  of  Captain  James  Lawrence,  a  gold 
medal,  and  a  silver  medal  to  each  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers  who  served  under  him  in  the  sloop 
of  war  Hornet,  in  her  conflict  with  the  British 
vessel  of  war,  the  Peacock,  in  testimony  of  the 
high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallan- 
try and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  in 
the  capture  of  that  vessel;  and  the  President  is 
also  requested  to  communicate  to  the  nearest  rel- 
ative of  Captain  Lawrence  the  sense  which  Con- 
gress entertains  of  the  lo.'js  which  the  Naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  has  since  sustained  in 
the  death  of  that  distinguished  officer. 
Approved.  January  11,  1814. 


'  Resolution  directing  a  sword   to  be  presented  to  the 
nearest  male  relation  of  Midshipman  John  Clark. 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the    United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That   the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  present  a  sword  to 
the   nearest  male   relation  of  Midshipman  John 
I  Clark,  who  was  slain   gallantly   combating  the 
enemy  in  the  glorious  battle  gained  on  Lake  Erie, 
'  under  the  command  of  Captain   Perry,  and   to 
1  communicate  to  him  the  deep  regret  which  Con- 
I  gress  feels  for  the  loss  of  that  brave  officer. 
Approved,  February  19,  1814. 
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TO    THE    PROCEEDINGS    AND    DEBATES    OF    THE    FIRST    AND    SECOND 
SESSION'S    OF    THE    THIRTEENTH    CONGRESS. 


S  E  N  A  T  E  .  —  F  I  R  S  T    SESSION. 


AdamM,  John  Q.,  the  nomination  of,  ax  one  ot 

the  Envoys  Extraordinary,  &.C.,  to  treat 

P  of  peace  with  CJreat    Britain,  &c.,  con- 

V,    firmed    ..-...- 

Additional  MiUtary  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  to  raise  an,  read,  &c.         ... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in    - 

a   bill    supplementary    to    the    above,    read 
twice,  and  ordereil  to  a  third  reading 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Administration    of  Justice,  on    motion    of  Mr. 
Dana,  a  committee  was  appointed   to  in- 
quire into  the  necessity  of  legislative  pro- 
vision for  the  ..... 

a  bill  from  said  committee,  read,  Sec. 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  readinc;  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -  .  -  -  . 

concurred  in       -----  - 

Anderson,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  House  of  Represontatives  informing 
them  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  as- 
sembled ...... 

Appointment  of  certain  officers  by  the  President. 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  the,  durinc;  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  read  thrice,  and  passed 
Arkansas,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiise  of  Representa- 
tives giving  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  lands  in  the  late  district  of,  &c.. 
read        ....... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 
Army  Officers  under  General  Harrison,  a  memo- 
rial of  the,  complaining  that  injustice  has 
been   done  them   in   recent  appointments 
and  promotions,  read       .... 
Army   of   the   United    States,    the    Secretary    of 
War  reported  a  code  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  act  of  ('ongress 
Assessors,  a  bill  trom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, lor  appointment  and  compensation  of 

read  twice,  and  referred      .  -         .         - 

reported   amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
pasKcd  as  amended  .... 

13th  Con.  Isi  &  2d  SEs^.— a 
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i  Bank  of  Washington,   Mr.  Brent  presented  the 
i  petition  of  the,  praying  permission  to  in- 

crease their   capital,  referred  to  a  select 
90  ,  committee      ------       23 

a  bill  to  that  elfect,  read,  &c.      -         -         -       31 
.32  I  read  a  second  time     -----       38 

33  I  postponed  to  December  next       -         -  -       43 

.3.'>  '  Barges,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
I'nited  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  for  the 
41  defence   of  the  port«  and  harbors  of  the 

I'nited  States,  read.  Ac.  -  -         -       36 

77  '  read  a  second  time,  and  amended        -  -        38 

78  '■  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -  -       38 
Barney,  Joshua,  and  others,  owners  of  private 

armed  vessels,  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -         -       23 

29  report  of  said  committee,  read     -         -  -       32 

43  committed  to  a  select  committee  -         -        35 

4.^  a  bill  reported  for  their  relief       -  -         -       36 

54  (See  Hoods,  Ac,  captured.) 

57     Barrett,  The<xlore,  and   Nathaniel   Gilbert,  Mr. 
Daggett    presented  the   petition  of,  pray- 

60  ing  release  from  penalties,  fee,  read        -       46 
ftl      Bayard.  James  A.,  the  nomination  of,  as  one  of 

the   Envoys  Extraordinary,  &c.,  to  treat 
of  peace,  •Sec,  conlirmcd  -  -         -       90 

Bayly,   Mounljoy,  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at- 
13  Arms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib.  was  author- 

ized to  employ  an  assistant,  Ac.      -         -        13 
Berlin   and    Milan   Decrees,  Mr.   Goldsborough 

submitted  a  resolution,  on  the  subject  of      91 
7  8  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  resolution  was 

amended,  and  agreed  to  ...        92 

I  Bibb,   George   M.,   of  Kentucky,   appeared,  and 
I  took  his  seat  -----       35 

61  Bledsoe,  Jesse,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
65  lature  of  Kentucky  for  six  years  from  the 
80  fourth  of  March  last,  produced  his  cre- 
Hl                   dentials,  was  qualified,  Ac.      -         -  -  9 

I  Bounty,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
allowing  a.  to  owners,  officers,  and  crews, 
I  of  private  armed  ves«els,  read  -         -       74 

27  read  a  second  time     -----        80 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  -         -        82 

'  Bowcn,    Benjamin    B.,  extra  compensation  al- 
lowed to         ------       79 

23     Breckcnridge,  Reverend  John,  appointment  of, 

as  Chaplain   ------        18 

r,9     Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

71  his  seat 19 

British    Licenses,  a    bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of, 
78  '  read 38 
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»itiah  Licennjfa — continued. 

'■  read  a  scilond  time  -  -  .  .  . 
recomm:t8e<l  --...- 
reported  \yih  •.lmcndment^  .  .  . 
ordered  lO  a  third  reading  .  .  . 
read  a  thij-d  time,  and  pasi>ed  -  -  - 
J;  yce,  Hcnr>,t  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  peti- 
tion ol,  Tead  -  -  .  .  , 
i  ;llock,  Wn>.-B..  appointed  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
eeutivo.of  (ieorgia,  in  place  oi'  William 
H.  Crawford,  resigned,  was  qualified,  &c. 
J  ;sinesd,  on  (notion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee 
waa  a;)(>oinied  agreeably  to  the  I'-d  rule 
for  coiigucting  -  .  .  .  . 
on  motior^  of  Mr.  Howell,  a  .similar  commit- 
tee wa;^'  appointed  agrcedble  to  the  22d 
rule,  6c,;.        - 
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f|.;4mpbell.  .Mr4  two  rei^olutionj  referring  certain 
k't        parts  oilhe  Mcsssage  were  ^ubmitted  by   - 
^pitol,  on  ni<^lion  by  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  was 
*         appointi«d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
*»<        of  making  an  uppropriation  for  repairing 
^c        the  norjh  wing  of  the,  and  finishing   the 
y»         Senate  IL'hamber     -  .  -         .  . 

'"ff    a  bill  to  t|at  etTect  read,  dec. 
<\    read  a  si(  ond  time     -  -  -  .  . 

ordered  ti!  a  third  rt'ading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
rriagcs  for  fonveyunce  of  persons,  a  bill  from 
the  Ho(ise  of  RL'presenlatives  laying  duties 
on,  read  twice  and  referred     ... 
reported  ^itliout  amendment      -  .  . 

ordered  ty  a  Uiird  reading  ... 

read  u  third  tiiiiR.  and  passed      ... 
aplains.  Mt,  Anderson  submitted  a  re«:olution 
for  the   appointment  of  two,  of  diirercnt 
denomiiiations        -         .         .         .         . 

'Jl     agreed  to  ...... 

y.    concurred  in  by  House  of  Kepresentativcs  . 

ace,  Dudley,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Legis. 

lature  rtf  Vermont,  for  six  years  from  4th 

March  ja>t,  produced  his  credentials,  was 

(fl        qualitW(l,  &c. 

^.esapeake   aiid  Delaware  f^anal,   Mr.  Horsey, 
M         from    tHe  committee    to  whom    were    re- 


ferred fJerlain   act.s  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania respecting  the.  reported     - 
eport  i)os^poned  Xo  next  Mes.<ion  of  Congress 


tsylvani>  respecting  the.  reported 
report  i)os|poned  Xo  next  Mes.<ion  of  ( 
y,  Henry,  \  message  from  the  House  of  Itep- 
f>|        resentatixesinformed  the  Senate  that  they 
Ia         had  ele<;tt'd,  Sjwaker  of  the  House  of  Rcp- 

resentafives    -  •       - 
(Jillcctors  of  (Tustoms,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
^        tary  of  ^tate,  tfiving  information  of  those 
*.,        who   hi^vf   not   made    regular   returns  of 
jj^        registrrfd  seamen   ..... 
QBninissioner>  of  the  Ke\enue,   a  bill  from  the 
3        Hou.se  <>f  Representatives  to  establish  the 
«        office  of.  rcLd  twice,  and  recommitted 
*>    reported  with  arni'iidment 
V:   ordered  to  a  third  rratling 
i^    read  athiijd  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
(|5idict,  Jo!in.j>f.\t>w  Jersey,  apjxmited,  and  took 
''1        his  seatj  .  . 

'J^igress,  a  rifsolulion  from  the  Hou-e  of  Kep- 
resent.itivrs.  aK.poiiiting  a  committee  to 
considt'^  and  revKirlwht-n  an  adjournment 
of,  may  -lake  plwce,  read  ... 
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Congress — continued. 

re«d  twice,  concurred  in,  and  a  committee 
appointed       ...... 

report  of  said  committee  in  part,  read 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives fixing  the  time  for  adjournment  of, 
read  twice       ...... 

amended  by  striking  out  39th  July,  and  in- 
serting 2d  August;  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 

read  a  third    time,  and   passed  as  amended 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
fining  the  time  for  next   meeting  of,    read 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Connecticut,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  tllb  Le- 
gislature thereof,  that  they  do  not  ratify 
the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  in 
relation  to  titles  of  nobility  . 
Crane,  Captain  Ichabod  B.,  and  Captain  Roger 
Jones,  the  memorial  of,  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ...... 

report  of  said  committne  .  .  .  . 
(See  Hoiter.) 
Cummins,  Ebenezer  H.,  a  letter  trom,  asking 
permission  to  have  a  seat  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  -  .  . 
Cutis,  Charles,  ap|>ointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex. 
ecutive  of  New  Hampshire,  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy, produced  his  credentials,  was  qual- 
ified. &r.        - 

D. 

Daggett.  David,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Connecticut,  in  place  of 
Chauncey  Goodrich,  resigned,  produced 
his  rre<leiitials,  &c.  .... 

Dana,  .Mr.,  nolue  of  n  biU  concerning  certain 
fisheries,  given  by  .... 

(See  I'isficn'f.s.) 
Denny,  Thomas,  Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    ..... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  . 

read  u  third  time,  and  passed      -         -  . 

Direct  Tax,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twice,  and 
referred  --.... 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 
and  disagree  to  other  amendments  . 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 

modifications  reported,  and  adopted     - 
Direct  'J'axes  and  Internal  Duties,  a  bdl  trom  the 
Huusi  of  Representatives   for  the  assess- 
ment and  collerlioii  of.  read,  A,c.     - 

read  a  second  tune,  and  referred 

reported  with   aniendmenta  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  readinir 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

returned   with  an   amendment,  which    was 

not  concurred  in    - 

Distillers  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  a  bill  from   the 

House  of  liepres^eiitatives  laving  duties 

on  licenses  to,  read         .... 
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Distillers — continued.  Page. 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         .       44 

reported  with  amendments         ...       48 
further  amended,  and  again  referred  .       53 

the  committee   discharged   from   its  further 
consideration  -  -  -  -  .        .54 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended        •        56 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  58 

Documents,  a  bill   from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  authorize    the    transportation  of 
certain,  iree  of  postage,  read,  &c.    - 
read  a  second  time     ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Dorsey,  Joshua,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     ... 
Dufour.  James,  and   his   associates,  a   bill    from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of 
read  a  first  time  ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment       ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa<«sed     ... 
E. 
Embargo,  a  confidential  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  a  bill   laying  an, 
on  all  shi)>s  and  vessels,  6cc.,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  under  an  in- 
junction of  secrecy  ;  referred  .  .         - 
reported  with  amendments,  and  postponed  - 
the  third  reading  of  the  same  negatived 
injunction  of  secrecy  removed     ... 
Entrance  of  Foreign  \'e88els,  &c.,  Mr.  Dana  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  respecting  the,  into  our 
waters   -...-.- 
read,  and  poKt[»oned  to  next  session    • 
Envoys  Extraordinary.  &c..  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Leib.  ordered   that  the   Executive  record 
relating  to  the  nominations  of  Albert  Gal- 
latin, John  yuincy  Adams,  and  James  A. 
liayard,  as,  to  negotiate  a  Treaty  of  Peace, 
&c.,  be  furnished  to  any  member  apply- 
ing for  the  same     .          .          .          -         - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  ordered  to  cause  the  said  por- 
tion of  the  record  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  members    ...... 

Everingham,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  (Jaillard  pre- 
sented the  petition  of      • 
Executive  proceedings      .         .         .         .         - 

Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  peti- 
tion authorizing,  to  certain  officers  of  the 
Senate ;  read  ..... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

amended,  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed 

F. 

Farmers'    Dank   of   Alexandria.    Mr.   Campbell 
presented  the  petition  of  the,  praying  an 
extension  of  their  charter         ... 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported  and  read   - 
postponed  indefinitely         .... 
Fire    Insurance   Com|>jny    of   Alexandria.    Mr. 
Brent  presented  a  petition  of  the,  praying 
an    act  of  incorporation  ;    referred   to   a 
select  committee     ..... 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  reported  and  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  recommitted  - 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
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Fisheries,  Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  of  a  bill  con- 
cerning certain       ..... 

bill  read,  &c.      ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

allowance  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the. 

(See  Salt,  imported.) 

Forage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

to  regulate  the  allowance  of,  to  ofRcers, 

6cc. ;  read       ...... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

referred  to  a  committee       .... 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Foreign  Licenses,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of, 
read       ....... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

recommitted       ...... 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

(See  Britith  Licensee.) 
Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  res- 
olution, that  so  much  of  the   Message  a? 
relates  to  our.  and  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, be  referred  to  a  select  committee    - 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Fromentin,  Elijius,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Lousiana  for  six  years,  from 
the  4th  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified.  &c.  .  .  -         - 
Furniture  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  ordered   that  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  be  directed  to  sell  the  old 

G. 
Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

Gallatin,  Albert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  (in 
Executive  session,)  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  whether,  commissioned  as  one  of 
the  Envoys  to  treat  of  peace,  retains  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  &c.  - 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  reply 

the  nomination  of,  as  Envoy,  «Scc.,  referred 
to  a  select  committee      .... 

said  committee  reported  two  resolutions — 
1 .  That  the  offices  of  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  Envoy  Extraordinary  are  incom- 
patible, and  ought  not  to  be  united  in  ihe 
same  person ;  2.  That  the  committee  be 
instructed  to  communicate  the  foregoing 
resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States    .-.---- 

the  first  resolution  agreed  to       -  -         - 

second  report  of  said  committee  ... 

the  Senate  resolved  that  they  do  not  advise 
and  consent  to  the  nomination  of,  as  En- 
voy Extraordinary,  A.c.  .  .  -  - 
Gamble,  Willia-n,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson, 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition,  pre. 
sented  at  last  session  .... 
General  Land  OlBcc,  a  letter  from  the  Cornmis- 
sioner  of  the,  concerning  a  revision  of  land 
claims  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  - 

another  from  the  same,  in  relation  to  claims 
to  land  in  the  said  district 
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Ucneral  Land  Office — rontinued.  Page. 

\j      anothcr,;in  relation  to  claimA  to  laml  in  the 
I^  west.-m  district  of  Orleann  Territory,  now 

Siatf  i^f  Louisiana  .... 

Pjeorgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  concern- 
ing certain  streets  in,  read      ... 
read  a  si-rond  lime      ..... 

re&d  a  tl^rd  time,  and  pnssed 
trman,  Oi.sdiah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
took  Ills  seat  ...... 

Try,  ElbrK<ge,   Vice  President  of  the   United 
States."  address  of,  to  the  Senate,  on  tak- 

kl  ing  tlif  Chair 

Ijles,  Williarri  B..  of  Virginia,  apf>eared,  and  took 
'^  his  s«'^t  ...... 
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10 


I  Jrard,  Stephien,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  present- 
•^  ed  the|memoria!  of,  praying  the  liberation 
\1  of  certain  vessels  seized  for  alleged  viola- 
^  tionsof  non-importation  laws  ;  referred  to 
**  a  select  committee  .... 

^     report  of  (>aid  committee  read      ... 

'I'm,     copy  of  Kaid  report 

toiMsborough.  Robert  H.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
\.  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  from  the  4th 

^         of  March    lastj.    produced  his  credentials, 

."4.         was  qijalified,  &c. 

mod     Frienijs.    Amazon,    and     United    States, 
jkf         ships.  <  bill  for  relief  of  the  owners  of  the, 
^i         read,  ^c.        ...... 

W^    read  a  sofond  time     ..... 

W  amcndt(l|  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
v!     read  a  th^rd  timf,  and  passed       .  .  . 

returnedjfrom  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  a)nondments  ..... 

amendiiifnts  concurred  in  -         .         .  . 

oding,  Johji,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  presented 

the  mc^norial  of,  referred  ... 


I 

<  i  petiti 
<ffodf>,  &.C., 
>t        bill  t( 


t>     report  rc*d 


dopted,  pnd  leave  granted  to  withdraw  the 
petitioi^  ....... 

captured  by  private  armed  vessels, a 
to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the  United 
j;^        States  to,  read        ..... 

J4     '■ead  a  sejond   time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
,.^'        readitJif.         ...... 

.'•     read  a  thjrd  time,  and  passed      ... 
(J^p,  Chri8to|)her,   appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
^'^        Exccuiivc   of  .Mass.,   in   place   of  James 
■;«*        Lloyd, -resigned,  produced  his  credentials 
i*    credentials  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed 
^vcrnment,  ;a  bill  from  the   House   of  Repre- 
^         senUiiyes  making  appropriations  for  sup- 
^*        port  oR  read  twice  .... 

Z<    read  a  thjrd  time,  and  passed 
^|virnment  Ijoan,  Mr.  Bibb  communicated  a  let- 
f^        ter  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
'C«4»        "T  concerning  the 

^  H. 

Mnley,  David,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

W        sentatives,  for  relief  of,  read    - 

^Y    read  a  second  time  .... 

•^  read  a  thijrd  time,  and  passed      ... 

i^.rnet,  a  bill  from  the   House  of  Representa- 

>J)        tives.  Ui  reward   the  officers  and  crew  of 

"  K   ;    the  »lo(Jp  of  wair,  road     .... 

j^    read  a  8«(»ond  tirije,  and    referred 

4'^    reported  ^ith  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

•^        a  third  >reading        ..... 

51    read  a  thjrd  lime,  and  paseed  a^  amended  - 

V  \ 


t 
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33 


Horsey,  Mr.,  on    motion    of,    certain   Treasury 
statements  relating  to  interest,  revenue, 
6cc.,  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
Howell,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed   under  the  22d   rule  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate       ... 
Humiliation,   Fasting  and  Prayer,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  communicated   the  resolu- 
tions of  the  (ieneral  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  recommending  a  day  of 
Mr.   Anderson    submitted    a  resolution     re- 
tjuesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  recommend  a  day  of  . 
resolution  read  --.-.. 
read  a  second  tirae,  and  ordered   to  a  third 
reading  ....... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 


Page. 


'  Indian  Tribes,  a  report   from    the  Secretary   of 

War,  with  statements  of  all   the  treaties 

\  held  with  the,  <Scc.  .... 

j  Infirm,    Disabled,   antl   Superannuated   Officers, 
i  Ac,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Internal  Duties,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, making   further  provision  for 
collection  of,  6cc.    -  -         -         .         . 

read  twice,  and   referred     .... 

reported    with    amendments,    read    a    third 
time,  and  passed  amended       ... 
Internal    Revenue,  <Scc.,  on    motion  of  Mr.  Hor- 
sey, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate   was  di. 
rected  to  cause  to  be  printed  certain  state- 
I  ments  from  the  Treasury  rejwrts,  in  rela- 

-6  .  lion  to....... 

47  I  Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  llie  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  .... 

read  a  first  lime  ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and   referred 
reported  witliout  nmendiiieiit       ... 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  as  amended  . 
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Jay,  James,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of, 
referred  ...... 

report  from   the   committee  ... 

leave   to  bring  in  a   bill    for  relief  of,  abked 
and  refused    ---... 
Jones.  William,  acting   Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, a  rejHjrt  from 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  informing  the  Senate,  as  requested, 
that,  was  duly  appointed  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
during  the  absence  of  .Mr.  (Jallatin 
Jamel,  Stephen,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of    Wfcr 

report  of  that  officer  on  the  petition  of 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of  the 
reports  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  revi- 
sion of  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  - 
also,  with  a  copy  of  a  Ict'erfrom  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  General  Land  Office,  Ac. 
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Kukaskia — continued.  .   Page. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  both  letters  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Sloo      -  -  -         .  . 

King,  Rufus,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York  for  six  years,  from  the 
4th  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, «Scc.         ...... 

King  and  Queen  of  France,  portraits  of  the.  (See 
Pentur/lvania  Academy  of  Fine  Aria.) 
on   motion   of   Mr.   King,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms    was  directed    to  remove   the  por- 
traits of  the,  from   the  Senate  Chamber, 
to  one  of  the  committee  rooms 
L. 
Lacock,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and 
took  bis  seat  ...... 

Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  from  the  House   of 
Representatives,  that  they  have  appointed 
the,  Cha[)lain  ..... 

Lee,  Thomas  Sim,  and  others,  Mr.  Hunter  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer  of,  read    - 
read  second  time,  ordered  to  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Leib,  Mr.,  on   motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed under  the  42d  rule  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate    -         •         .         . 
Library,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the 
Lloyd,  James,  a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seal  in 

the  Senate 

Loan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  authorize  a,  read  .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported    with    amendments,    read    a    third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Mr.  King  submitted  a   resolution  asking  in- 
formation as  to  the  terms  on  which  the 
former  loan  was  obtained         ... 
resolution  agreed  to    . 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  communicating  sundry  papers  from 
the  Treasury  Department  in  reply  to  the 
resolution       ...... 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  from  the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     ... 
read  a  second  time     ..... 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed     .         .         .         .         - 

M. 

Macaulay,  Daniel,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pe- 
tition of 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Relations  with 
Foreign  Powers      ..... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         .... 

road  a  second  time     ..... 

postp>oncd  indefinitely  .... 
Mason,  Jeremiah,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
New  Hampshire,  stating  that  ttie  Legis- 
lature of  that  State  had  elected,  a  Senator 
for  six  years  from  4lh  .March  last,  read    - 

appeared,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat  - 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  remon- 
strance of  the  Legislature  of,  against  the 
war        ....... 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  protMt  of  the 
minority  of  the  same,  declaring  the  war 
to  be  just,  &c. 37 
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Page. 
Message,  the  President's  annual        -         -         -       14 
five  hundred  copies  of  the  same  ordered  to 

be  printed       ------        18 

to   the   Senate,  containing  nominations  for 
advice  and  consent  ....       33 

assigning   reasons    for    declining   to  confer 
with  their  committee       -         -         -         -       95 

a  confidential     --....       gg 

Military  E«lal>li8hment,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted 

a  resolution  that  so  much  of  the  Message 

as  refers  to   foreign   Powers  and  the,  be 

referred  to  a  select  committee  .         .       18 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  .       19 

Military   Land    Warrants,   a   bill  to  extend  the 

time  for  issuing  and  locating,  read  -       25 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred  -         -       25 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  -  ...        26 

read  a  third  lime,  and  pa.<-8ed      -         -  -       27 

Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act   to  provide   for 
calling  forth  the,  to  execute  the  laws,  &c., 
and  to  repeal  the  acts  now  in  force,  Sec, 
read,  and  referred  ....       20 

reported  with  amendments  •         -         -       21 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  amended   -         -       21 
recommitted       ......       24 

rejK)rted  with  amendments  •         -         -       29 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...       30 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .       31 

(See  Widows  and  Orphans  of.) 
a  bill   from   the  House  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the,  &c.,  and  to  increase  the 
pay  of  volunteers  and  militia  corps,  read       66 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred          .          -       70 
reported  without    amendment,    and   indefi- 
nitely postponed 80 

Minifie,  Charles,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  allowance  of  interest, 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -       20 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        -         -         -         -       26 
read  a  second  lime     -----       27 
the  third  reading  negatived         -         -         -       30 
Mississippi  Territory,   a  bill  to  establish  a  dis- 
trict court  in,  read  twice  ...       45 
referred  to  a  select  committee      -         -         .       56 
reported  with  amendments  ...       60 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         •       80 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed       81 
Mobile,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  establish  the  town  of,  a  port  of  entry, 

read 42 

read  a  second  lime     .....       43 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -  -         -       46 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         -       46 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -       48 

read  a  third  time,  and  pa-ssed  as  amended  •       53 
.Morrow,  Jeremiah,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio  for  six  years  from  the 
4lh  of  .March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  d.c.  ...         9 

N. 

Naturalization,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore   passed  on   the  subject   of  an 
uniform  rule  of,  read  twice,  &c.       -         -       21 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         •         •        26 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -         -         •         •       31 
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J^turaliMtiop— continued. 

•J     amendrrii'nts  referred 

'*      concurrence  reported  -  -  .         . 

recommitted       -.-.... 

reported    with    8,mendment,   in    which    the 

Srnatej  concur         -  -  .  .  . 

the  Hourfe  of  Representatives  disagree,  and 

the  Senate  recede  •  .  .  . 

a  bill  concerning  evidence  in  cases  of,  read 

read  a  seeond  time     -         -         .         .         . 

indcfinitdy  postftoned  -  .  .  . 

;55val  Establiy;hment,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a 

».**       resolutwn  that  so  much  of  the  Mesaage  as 

]^       related  io  the,  he  referred  to  a  select  com- 

^       mittee  i-         -         -         -         .         .         . 

^   agreed  ti).I  and  a  committee  appointed 
Jawspapers,   *n    motion   of  Mr.   Campbell,  the 
V         usual  3fder  was  passed  for  the   supply  of. 
to  the  members       -         -         .         .         . 
!^  ^  York,  Mi  King  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Cor|imon  Council  of  the  City  of,  pray- 
ing Coijgress  to  adopt  measures  for  their 
greater  security,  «tc.,  referred 
reported,  and   referred  to  Secretary  of  War 
Tiolas.  J.  B.,    (See  Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Aleaffndria.) 
Nrtiinations  tn   the  Senate,  (in  Executive  ses- 
sion,) Mr.  King  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
\i      tions  re(juc8ting  information  of  the  Presi- 
•  f      dent  of  the  United  States  relating  to 
f  J  first  and  stjcond  disagreed  to,  and   the   third 

• }      agreed  ti 

N{>|es,   bank,   ijnd  other,   dec,   a   bill    from    the 
:1      House  o{"  Representatives  laying  duties  on, 
|1      read  a  fifst  and  second  time,  and  referred 
T;  reported  wuh  amendments 
j:  ordered  to  u  third  leading  -         -         .         . 
;]  read  a  thirii  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
Ij  the  House  .of  Representatives  agreed  to  one 
;!       amendment,  and  disagreed  to  the  others  - 
I    the  Senatejinaist,^  and  ask  a  conference 
)i  the  raanagr^rs  report  modifications,  some  of 
;,      which  ihle  Senate  agreed  to,  but  insisted 
r      on  one  .)»■  their  amendments    - 
Noe  ;ngham  W^rpLoom.    (See  Ward,  Richard.) 

I-       !        o. 

0!(i,  t,  Samuel, iMr.  Daggett  presented  the  peti- 
"j    tion  of  -I        - 

Ori^^ance,  a  hilltfrom  the  House  of  Representa- 
Iw    lives  for  jhe  bettijr  regulation  of  the.  read 

,'kead  a  secojid  time 

Reported  with  amendments  ... 

X-ead  a  thmj  time,  ajnd  passed  as  amended    - 

^*ei||;oiis  to  persons  on  Imard  private  armed  ves- 
jl    sels,  a  liS  concerning,  read     - 

^■•ead  a  seco^i^  time 

Txead  a  thiri^  time,  and  passed 
^sylvania.  ilje  President  of  the  United  States 
communij-atcd  copies  of  certain  acts  of  the 
Legislature  of         -         ...         . 
'  ttrred  to  j  select  committee     . 
:?ee  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
^    pant/.)     j 
PerSsylvania  Acjademy  of  Fine  Arts.  Mr.  Lacock 
^    presented  the  petition  of,  praying  remis- 
ii    won  of  (iwtieB,  dec,  referred   to   a  select 
fommitte«t 
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Pennsylvania  Academy — continued. 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer,  read 
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read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
•Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  a    resolution   author- 
izing the,  to   receive   the   portraits   of  the 
late  King  and  C^uecn  of  France 
referred  to  a  select  committee      .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment      .         -         . 
n<^Btived  on  the  third  reading    - 
Phanix^Alexander,  Mr.  German   presented   the 
petition  of,  referred  -         .         .         . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  --.-.. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTcs 
amended,  and  concurred  in  . 
Pittsburg,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives authorizing  the  sale  of  sundry  lots, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
borough  of,  read  .... 

read  a  second  time 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Pontingon,  J.  A.  P.,  the  petition  of,  read    - 
Ports  and  Harbors  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  further  defence  of  the,  read 

read  a  second  time 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  committee 
appointed  to  inform  the,  of  a  quorum 
.Mr.    Anderson,    from    said    committee,    re- 
ported   - 

annual  Message  of  the         .... 
Mr.  Brent  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  provide  for 

the  accommodation  of  the 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment       - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  |)as8ed 
Prize  Goods,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives reducing  the  duties  on,  read  - 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

a. 
guarenburg,   John    V\  .,  Mr.   Daggett   presented 

the  petition  of,  referred    -         -  .  . 

Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  subject 

of  a 

R. 

Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  continue  in  force   cert.iin   acts   author- 
izing a  corps  of,  dec,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading        -         .  .  .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Registered  Seamen,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  giving  information  of  those  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  who  have  not  made 
regular  returns  of  - 
Retailers  of  Wines,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Repres^lHatives  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to,  read  ----.. 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
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Setuite  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Retailers  of  Wines — continued.  P«fe> 

reported  with  amendments  ...        63 

ordered  to  a  third  rending  as  amended 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed   • 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some, 

and  disagree  to  other  amendments  - 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 
the  managers  report  modifications,  to  which 
the  Senate  agree     -         -         .         .         - 
Rights  of  Citzenship,  Mr.  Lacock    presented  the 
memorial  of  sundry  natives  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  praying  to  be  admitted  to 
the,  referred    --.... 
Robinson,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  Wm.   Gamble   had 
leave  to  withdraw   his  petition    presented 
at  the  last  session  .... 

Roster,  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Captains 
Crane  and  Jones,    rejK)rted   a    resolution 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  a,  &c.    -         -         .         - 
resolution  agreed  to  .... 

Rules  and  Regulations,  a  code  of,    for    the    gov. 
ernment   of  the    .\rmy,    reported    by  the 
Secretary  ol  War 
Bules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  .Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the       .         .         .         . 
Russell,    Jonatlian,  nomination   of,   as    Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden      .         .         - 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         -' 
on  motion   of  Mr.  Wells   a  committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  President  of 
the    United   States  on    the  subject  of  his 
nomination    -         -         -         -    .     - 
a  Message  from   the   President  declining  to 
confer  with  the  committee       ... 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  President  .         .         .         - 


8. 

Sales  at  Auction,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives    laying    duties    on.    read 
twice,  and  rrftrrf d  .... 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 
recommitted      ...... 

reported  with  further   amendments,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Salt,  imported,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  laying   a  duty  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred             ..... 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Satterwhite,  Edwin  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read     . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
8cott,  Alexander,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ....-- 

a  bill  for  relief  of.  read  twice       .         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment         .         .         .         . 

concurred  in       -----         - 

Sea  Fencibles,  a  bill   to  authorize  the   raiting  a 
corps  of,  read  .  .         .  .         - 
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Sea  Fencibles — continued. 

read  a  second    time,  and  ordered   to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .... 

and  concurred  in        •         -         -         -         - 

Senate,  meml>ers  present  at   the  meeting  of  the 

usual  resolutions  preparatory  to  adjournment 

of  the    -----.. 

adjournment  of  the,  to  the  first  Monday  of 
December  next       ..... 

Shelly,  Thomas,  .Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  Slate  Department 

Simpson,  Tobias,  extra  compensation  allowed  to 

Sixth  Circuit  of  the  U'nited  States,  Mr.  Tail  gave 

notice  of  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 

the  circuit  courts  in  the  ... 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

referred  to  a  select  committee     - 
reported  without   amendment,  and   indefi- 
nitely postponed     -         -         -         .         . 
Sloo,  Thomas,  .Mr.  .Morrow  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ---... 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        -         .         .         . 
read  second   time,  ordered   to  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  .Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 

Society  of  Friends,  in  New  England,  Mr.  Gore 

presented  the  memorial  of  the,  read 
Stone,  David,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  North  ('arolina  for  six  years  from 
the   4th    March   last,   appeared    and   was 

qualified 

Storm,   Thomas  Hall,  Mr.  King  presented   the 
memorial  of.  referred  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment    -.-.... 
rejKjrt  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  read 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
postponed  indefinitely        .... 
Sugar,  retlned  within  the   United  States,  a   bill 
from   the   House  of  Representatives  lay. 
ing  duties  on,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments          .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            ... 
read  a  third   time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments     

Superintendent  CJeneral  of  Military  Supplies,  a 
bill   from    the    House  ot    Representatives 
freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and  pack- 
ets to  and  from  the,  read  ... 
read  a  second  time     .          .  -  -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Sweden,  Mr.    Anderson   submitted   a    resolution 
asking  for   the   correspondence  with   the 
I               King  of,  in  relation   to  an  interchange  of 

i  Ministers 

\  the    resolution   agreed    to,  and   a    message 

transmitting  the  papers  asked  for 
Mr.  Goldsborough   submitted   a   resolution 
that  It  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  send 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  -  - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  a 
Minister  to     -----         - 
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SencUe  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


:'  i  '^• 

t'ait.  Charl<»^,  appointed  a    Senator  by  the  Le- 

^  {         gislature  of  Georgia  for  six  years  from  the 

i         4th  0%,  March   last,  produced  his  credrn- 

:<  tials  aiiil  was  qualified  ...  9 

^thara,  WiUiam.  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

C  War  (m  the  petition  of  ...        52 

Bt     report  ai^d  petition  referred  to  a  select  com- 

»?j         mittei-; 

ylor,  Mr.,  prcsentf-d    the  petition   of   Daniel 
McC  uilay      ...... 

^ma,  Charle'f,  extra  compenrsatian  granted  to    . 

Jyade  or  trafjic.  a  bill   to  prohibit  all,  with  any 

of  the  voininionsor  de])endcncies  of  Cireat 

Britaiif,  read  ..... 

^i    read  a  sej-oiid  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading;  --.-.. 

tj    read  a  tlijrd  time,  and  pass<-d      ... 
'£ea«ury,  a  rtjport  from  the  acting  Secretary  of 
*        the,  in  "obedient-e  to  law 
irnpike  Rojd,  in   the   county  of  Alexandria, 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Ref^esentatives  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany ii^r  making  a,  read  ... 
read  a  s.-^ond  time,  and  referred 
reported  ,vith  amendments          ... 
ordered  t»i  a  third  reading             ... 
.      read  a  tb^rd  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 
T^^eedy,  Robejrt,  extra  compeiiaation  allowed  to 


u. 


iicr,  CieorgtJ,  Mr.  (iorc  presented  the  memorial 
of,  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

^,        Affairs 

>'  reported,  jand   referred   to  the   Secretary  oi 
fe      SUte    I 

%  •     ,  V. 

V&ancies,  Mi;.  Gore  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
^       tions  respecting  the  President's  power  to 
V       fill  certain,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate 
\|&num,    Mr.-  presented  a  petition   of  Thomas 

^      Denny  , 

Vi*mont,  notifc  of  a  bill   to  alter  the   time   and 
^-       place  <)(  holding  the  United  Slates'  courts 
>        in  •        ;-         -         - 

^  a  bill  pujsuant   to  notice,  read  a  first  and 
^      second  'ime    ...... 

VJp?  President  oi  the  United  States,  address  of 
the,  on  iaking  tiie  Chair  oi  the  Senate     - 
Vf^en,  Brig,  a!  bill  tor  relief  of  the  oHlcers  and 
ciew  of  the  United  States 
read  and  <)rdered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
rei>orted    ;imended,  and   ordered   to  a  third 
vj      reading  ...... 

i  read  a  thuvl  tune  and  passed  ... 
V  fuqteer  and  Militia  Corp^,  a  bill  from  the 
-  House  iif  Representatives  supplementary 
^  to  the  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
*,  j  militia,  and  to  increase  the  pay  of  the, 
-;  !  read  i  -  -  .  -  '  . 
^r^ad  a  seciind  time,  and  referred 
Sr(»ported  without  amendment,  and  indeti- 
MJ     nitely  p-jstponcd     ..... 

V  vv. 

^^5|;o^1s  and  'IVams,  a  bill  authorizing  payment 
{.  for,  los:  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  De- 
.«      troit,  re«d 
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Wagons  and  Teams — continued, 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
rejwrted  without  amendment        .         -         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ^ 
W'ard,  Richard,  Mr.  German  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read 

referred  to  a  select  committee     - 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read        -  .  . 

indefinitely  postponed         -         -         .         . 
Warne,  Willet't,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentativea  for  relief  of     -         -         .         . 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading    - 
read  a  second  time     -  -  -  .  . 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 
taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
Wells,  William  H.,  the  credentials  of,  as  a  Sen- 
ator appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  Dela- 
ware in   place  of  James   A.   Bayard,  re- 
signed, were  communicated  and  read 
appeared  and  was  ijualified  ... 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives   to  provide   for 
the,  slain  or  disabled  in  servict-,  read 
read  a  second  time  and  relerred 
reported  with  amendments 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    . 
^^  inter,  Elisha  J.,   Mr.   German   presented   the 
petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  committee 
a  bill  for  relief,  read  -         -         .         .         . 
read  a  second  time      -         .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         . 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .... 

concurred  in       -  -  -  .  .  . 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 

Y. 

\cas  and  Nays,  on  agreeing  to  the  rejwrt  on  the 

petition  of  Joshua  Barney  and  others 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  relinquish 

the  claims  of  the   United  States  to  goods, 

&.C.,  captured  by  private  armed  vessels    - 

on  postponing  the  same      .... 

on   recommitting   the   bill   for  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  ships  Good  Friends,  Ama- 
zon, &c.  ...... 

on  recommitting   tlie  House  bill   for  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  direct  tax  &C. 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  British  licen- 
ses        --...-. 
on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  distil- 
lers of  spirituous  liquors  ... 
on  recommitting  the  bill  concerning  British 
licenses  -         ---... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on   car- 
riages    ---.... 

on  recommitting  the  same  ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  distillers  fiLc.      ..... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sugars  refined    ..... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sales  at  auction  -         -  -  . 

on  amending  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
rect tax  .....  61 
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Yeat  and  Naya — continued.  Page. 

on  recommitting  the  same  -         -         -       65 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  retailers  <Scc. 

on  amending  the  bill  taxing  notes  Ac.  67 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  tax  retail- 
ers ....... 

un  the  final  paasage  of  the  hill  to  tax  aalt 
imported         ..... 

on  postponing  the  bill  taxing  notes,  &c. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  amending  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
prize  goods     ...... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  allowing  a 
bounty  to  owners,  &c.,  of  private  armed 
vessels  ..-.---82 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  regulating 
pensions  to  persons  on  board  said  vessels       82 

on  agreeing  to  .Mr.  King's  resolution,  con- 
cerning certain  nominations    -  -         -       84 

on  referring  the  nomination  of  Albert  Gal- 
latin to  a  select  committee       -  -  -        86 

on  the  resolution  declaring  incompatible  the 
duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ami 
of  Envoy  Extraordinary  -         -         -       86 

on  the  motion  to  communicate  the  above  to 
the  President  oi  the  United  Slates         -       87 

on  Mr.  Dana's  motion  to  furnisk  members 
with  an  extract  from  the  Executive  record 
in  relation  to  the  nomination  of  Jonathan 
Russell 91 

on  Mr.  (ioldsborough's  resolution  that  it  is 
inexpedient  at  this  time  to  send  a  Minis- 
ter PlenijKjfentiary  to  Sweden  -  -        98 

on  amending  the  confidential   embargo  bill 

from  the  House  of  Representatives  -        99,  100 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -         -      100 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

P1B9T  BB88IOH     0»     THI.    TH  I  KTK  F.  >TH   CO  SO  BESS, 


Accounts,  appointment  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee of    -         

.Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill   from   the  Sen- 
ate to  amend  the  act   in   addition    to  the 
act  to  raise  an,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted   - 

discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
reported    amended,   and  ordered   to  a  third 
reading  ..---. 

Adjournment,  the  usual  resolutions  preparatory 
to  the - 

Aliens,  Mr.  Fisk  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations 

Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  of.  ou  the  resolution  to  ad- 
mit stenographers 

remarks  of,  on   the    Massachusetts   remon- 
strance ..----- 

Amelia  Island  vessels.  (See  Good  Friends, 
Amazon,  &.c.) 

Appointment  of  Otficer.s  a  bill  authorizing  the, 
during  the  recess,  read  three  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed 
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385 
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391 
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344 


486 


Arkansas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lands  in 
the  district  of  .  .         .         .  . 

a  bill  allowing  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  land  in  the  late  district  of,  read 
twice      ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .         .  . 

returned    from    the    Senate    with    amend- 
ments, and  concurred  in  -         -         - 
Arms,    Mr.    Stuart  submitted   a    resolution     to 
distribute,  to  every  able-bodied  man  in  the 
District  of  Columbia       .         .         .         . 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military'  Af- 
fairs      ....... 

report  of  the  same  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table   ...... 

Army  of  the  Ignited  State.',  the  Secretary  of 
War  reported  a  code  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
KiiTi,  the  Secretajy  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  the  progress  made  in 
preparing  a  digest  of  the,  of  the  United 
States 

on  motion  of  .Mr.  Seybert,  the  same  oflicer 
was  directed  to  have  printed  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  digest  authorized 
to  be  made  .-.--- 
Assessors,  a  bill  for  the  appointment  and  com- 
pensation of,  &c.,  read  twice  .         .         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         .         . 

returned  from  the  Senate  wilh  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    - 
B. 
Bank  and  other  Notes,  &c.,  a  bill  laying  duties 
on,  read  twice 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .  .         -  . 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table - 

amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing          

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

agreed  to  in  part,  and  disagreed  to  in  part  - 

the  Senate  insisted,  and  asked  a  conference 

the  House  aNo  insist,  and  agree  to  the  con- 
ference -         -         -         -         -         •         ■ 
Bank  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  increase  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the,  read  twice,  &c. 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table        .         .         .         .  - 

Barbarick.  Theophilus  Mr.  Miller  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -  -  -  - 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         - 
Barges,  a  bill   from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the 
building  of,  for  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors, read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  -  -  "  '  .' 
Bassett,  Burwell.  Mr.  Eppes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  complaining  of  the  undue  election 
ofThomas  .M.  Bayly,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         .         -         .         . 
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irwel',  Bafsett — continued. 


Mnue  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


report  or  caid  caaimittee  read     -         .  - 

the  rep*t  recommitted       -         -         .         . 
^     again  reported,  postponed  to  next  sesMon 
B»vlies  Mr.,,  remarks  of,  on    the   MasBachusetts 
*■  reraoristrancc  -  -         .         .         . 

yly,  Thoii^ao  .M.,  report  on  the  contested  elec- 
tion of  • 

(See  Bastett,  Burweli,  above.) 
ill,  Keziu,.oK)hio,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat        -  .  .  . 

*nron,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusettu 

I         remonstrance  -         .  .  .  . 

i    Jemark.^  of,  on  th«  report  of  the  Committee 

\^       on  Fofeij^n  Relations       -  .  .  . 

I^i>,   -Vlr.,  retnarks  of,  on    .Mr.    Webster's  reso- 

f  <       iution ,  -         - 

i|  on  the  rrjsoiution  to  distribute  arms  &c  - 
JJ  notice  b)i,  that  he  should  call  up  the  revenue 
\^        bills  tt«-morrovv        -  .  .  .  . 

i  J    remarks  :of,  on   the  Massachusetts  ren)on- 
stranct;  • 


i^w*. 


486  ' 

349 

131 

144 

348 

436 

152 
163 

302 

348 


-     317 


400 
413 


i\  on  the  rf solution  concerning  the  Northern 
\  I       army   ;  - 

i.  on  the  r.}port  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

>}       Relations        ---.... 

BUclow,  Mr..- remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a 

'j       petitioiji 

'J  on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance    -      34^   349 
B^fiicnburg,  ^{enjamin  B.,  Mr.  Benson  present-  ' 
^1      ed  the  petition  of,  contesting  the  election 
ot   Elxyiezer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitte«-  pn  Elections  -  -  .  . 

.  postpon.j  to  the  next  session     - 
B^J.  Shadrar'k.  delegate  from  Illinois,  was  qual- 
'      ihed  and  took  his  seat     -         -         .         . 
Bolnty  to  Privateers.  (c5ee  Pritaie  armed  ves.seL,.) 
B^aers,  John  jM.,  of  New   York,  was  qualilied, 
;•      and  toiiji  his  seal     -         .         .         .         . 
fjon  motioi  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the   Committee  of 
|l    .  Electiofis  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
J     ther  Isiiac  Williams  was   entitled  to  the 
v^      scat  clhjimed  by       - 
Mreport,  i>o»tponed  to  next  session 
B.yi.  William,  of  New  York,  appeared  and  took 
^i     his  seat  --..__ 

Brjilcy.  Mr..  Nj>eech  of,  introducing  a  resolution 
^i  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  failures  of 
^t     our  Northern 


armies 


4i:j, 


Brjj«i:iin,  .Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusett 


U 


remonstrance 


Jjspecch  of.  on  the  bill  to  lav  and  collect  a  di- 
^     rect  tax 

Br.i5,h  Barbarilies,  Mr.  Macon,  made  a  report  on 

^'.    the  subject  of 

^jn  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  five  thousand 
^  copies  Qi  said  report  were  ordered  to  be 
9     printed 

BriP-h  Licens«.s,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
t  hibit  the  use  of.  read  twice,  and  referred 
r<eported,  ajtid  committed  U)  the  Committee 
r    of  the  Whole  -         .         .         .         , 

t^Llhout  amendment  -  .  .  .  . 

Butti,^Benjanun,  aj.pointment  of.  as  Assistant 
•>    JJoorkoeper    

Buj|.-c!l,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization 
t*    bill  ------     147 

>  the  repoi-t  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions' 

B«s-rr,  Mr.,  spepch  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 
V.   lions      -.'-.. 
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483 

484 

107 

154 
437 

303 


Page.  I 
^31  I  C. 

479  ,  Calhoun,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 

mil  Geo.  Richards  as  a  stenographer     121    12<l 
on  the  resolution  to  distribute  arms     -  '  ico 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -         .        69    I7n 
speech  of,  on  the  same        -         -         .  '  jl" 

expresses  lus  desire  to  stop  the  discussion  on 
the  same         ------     302 

remarks   of,  on  the   Massachusetts  remon- 
strancc  --..._ 

on  his  report  on  the  Webster  resolutions  446,  438 
I  Capitol,  a  bill  to  improve  the  grounds  around  the 
read  twice,  dec.       ... 
a  bill  from   the  Senate  to  repair   the  north 

wing  of  the    - 
twice  read,  and  committed 
'  reported  without  amendment,  read  a'  third 

time,  and  passed     -         .         .         .         _ 
Captures  by  private   armed   vessels,  a  bill'  from 
j  the  Senate  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the 

Lnited  States  to  certain  goods  introduced 
by,  read  twice         .         .         .         .         _ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         " 
Carriages  for  conveyance  of  persons,  a  bill  laying 
duties  on,  read  twice       -  .  .  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  ] 

read  a  third  time,  and  pa.-ised      . 
returned  from  the  ScnaU-  with  amendments' 
concurred  in      ....         _ 
Chaplains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
the  appointment  of  two 
concurred  in      - 
Che«ai.eake  and   Delaware  Canal,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ingersoll.  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  subscrib. 
ing  to  the  slock  of  the     . 
Cheves,  Langdon.  of  South  Carolina,  was  qual- 

itied,  and  took  his  seat    . 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee  of 
•  Claiton,    i  homas,    appointment    of.    as    Door, 
keeper  ....._ 
Clay,  Henry,  election  and  r.ddrcss  of,  as  Speaker 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  admit  (ieorge 
Richards  as  a  stenographer     - 
Clerk  of  the  House,  election  of  a 
Clopton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on    the   bill    laving  du' 

ties  on  carriages     .  .  .    '     . 

Commerce  and    Manufactures,   appointment   of 
,  the  sunding  committee  on      . 

Commissioner  of  Revenue,  a  bill  to  establish  the 
office  of,  read  twice  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
■  concurred  in      . 

Conduct  of  the    War,  Mr.   Bradley  submitted  a 

I  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  ... 

laid  on  the  table  .  .  .  .  _ 

Congress,  .Mr.    Benson  submitted   a   resoluUon 

concerning  the  adjournment  of 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

.Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 

adjournment  of,  on  '-:9th  July,  twice  read 

suKsequently   read  a  third  time,  and   agreed 

to  --.... 

returned  from  the  Senate    with  an    amend, 
ment  changmg  the  day,  and  concurred  in 
Congressional  Reservation,  Mr.  Humphreys  sub- 
mitted a  resolution    concerning'  claims  to 
land  within  the      - 
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Connecticut,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  not  rati- 
fying the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution   respecting  titles 

Constitution,  .Mr.  J.  (J.  Jackson  submitted  a  res- 
olution proposing   an   amendment  to  the 

Cooper  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  ...... 

Courts  of  Admiralty,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  RoberU, 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  concerning  the  fees  charged  in  the 

Courts  Martial,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Hc^ins,  the 
Committee  on  Mditary  .Mfairs  were  in- 
structed lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  counsel  to  persons  on  trial  be- 
fore        ---.... 

Courts  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  Seii. 

ate  concerning  suits  and  costs  in  the 

read  twice,  and  referred      .  .         .  . 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  as  amended  -         .         .         . 

Creighton,  William,  jr.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    .  .  .  .  . 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  was    quali. 

fied,  and  took  his  seat     .         .         .         . 

speech  ot,   on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a 

direct  ta\ 
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Darby  Fishing  Company,  Mr.  Pitkin  presented 
the  petition  ol  the,  referred      ... 
Denny,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  commilted 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     ..... 
Desha,  Mr.,  remartcs  of.  on  .Mr.  Grosveiior's  mo- 
tion  to   amend   .Mr.  Clay's  resolution  re- 
specting the  spirit  and   means  of  the  en- 
emy in  conducting  the  war      ... 
Destruction  of  enemy's  armed  vessels  of  war,  a 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  encourage 
the,  read  twice,  and  committed 
Dewey,  Daniel,  of  .Massachusetts,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  ..... 

Dillon,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of 

a  bill  lor  reUef  of,   read  twice,   and  commit. 

ted 

Diplomatic  Expenses,  Mr.  Eppes  submitted  sun. 
dry  resolutions  respecting        ... 
which  were  amended  and  agreed  to    . 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  for  assessing  and  levying  a 
amended  at  tlie  Clerk's  table,  and  discussed 
discussion  on  the  bill  continued  .     330, 

the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend, 
ments  of  the   Committee   of  the  Whole, 
and  the  bill  was  again  committed    . 
reported  and  discussed        .... 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  report 

a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time         ..... 

final  passage  of  the  same   .         .         -         - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

read,  and  referred  -  ...         - 

agreement  to  some  and  disagreement  to  other 

amendments  reported      .... 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 

the  managers  report  a  compromise,  which 

was  agreed  to  ..... 
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Direct  Taxes  and   Internal  Duties,   a  bill  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    ..... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  with  an  amendment     - 
the  Senate  insisted  on  their  amendments    - 
the  House  receded     ..... 
Distribution    of  Arms,    .Mr.   Pitkin   submitted    a 
resolution  respecting  the 
adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed  . 
report  of  said  committee  referred 
Districtof  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  for  the 

Dividing  Creek,  Virginia,  Mr.  Hungerford,  pre. 

sented  a  petition,  praying  that  a  new  coN 

lection  district  and  port  of  entry  may  be 

established  at,  referred    .... 

Documents,  an   engrossed   bill  to  authorize  the 

transportation  of  certain,  free  of  postage, 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

leave  to  introduce   a  hill   of  similar  tenor, 

which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ..... 

Dorsey,  John,  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 

of 

a  bill   for   relief  of,    read  three   limes   and 
passed   ....... 

Dufour,  J.  J.,  and  his  associates,  a  bill  for  relief 
of,  read  twice,  and  committed 
reported   without  amendment,  and   ordered 
to  a  third  reading   .  .  .  .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Sergeant-at. 
Arms     ....... 

Duvall,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  col 
lect  a  direct  tax       .... 
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Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit* 

tee  of 108 

.Mr.  King,  of  .Massachusetts,  submitted  three 
resolutions  concerning  the  Committee  of     157 

the  first  resolution  concurred  in  .         .         .157 

the  second  resolution  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 157 

the  third  resolution  postponed     -  -  -     158 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  -         .         -     469 
Embargo,  (secret  session,)  a  bill  laying  an,  twice 

read,  and  committed        ....     501 

reported   without  amendment,  read   a  third 
time,  and  passed     .....     503 

a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  do  not 
concur  in  the  said  bill     ....     ,504 
Encouragement  to  Privateers,   Mr.  Nelson  sub- 
mitted two  resolutions  concerning  -         .     456 

both  agreed  to    -  .  .         .         .  .     457 

Eppes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ad. 

mit  George  Richards,  stenographer  .     122 

Extra  Compensation,  on  motion  ot  .Mr.  Findley, 
ordered  tiiat,  be  paid  to  certain  persons 
employed  by  the  Doorkeeper  .         .     486 

F. 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  adverse  report 

on  the  petition  of  the,  concurred  in  .      152 

«       concurrence  reconsidered,  and  the  report  re. 

ferred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     .     153 

Farrow,  Mr.,   remarks  of,   on  the  resolution  to 

admit  stenographers        ....     134 
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5   ^n  the  M'jssachusetis  remonstrance     - 

•  '  ^n  the  re^lution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
;.'    ;   of  the  i'var 

lltjasces,  a  bill  from  the  Treasury  Department, 

I'       with  lt>e  annual  report  of  the - 
Ftt^JU'V.  Mr  ,  remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  in- 
demnitication  for  property  lost  by  the  sur- 
•   render  of  Detroit     -----      147 
speech  oft  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
conduci  of  the  war           .          .          -          .     417 
Flf  Insuran(ie  Company,  of  Alexandria,  a  bill 
L       to  inrurporate  the,   read  twice,  and  corn- 
el     mitted 145 

Y;  reported  without  amendment      .         -         .      153 
^^i  »  bill  frorii  the  Senate  of  the  same  purport, 
{•      read  twice,  and  committed       ...     382 
f    reported  ivithout  amendment      ...     432 
Ffttieries,  a  Itill  from  the   Senate  to  provide  for 

*  the    p'ONernment    of   persons    in    certain, 
read  tvficc,  and  referred  -  .  - 

reported  t\'ithout  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  a»id  passed  -  -  .  .  - 
ajlowanctt  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the 
F»^,  Mr.,  of  {S'ew  York,  remarks  of,  on  the  dis- 
w^.  •  tributiun  of  arms  -  .  -  -  . 
V     (»n  his  resolutions  respecting   maritime  de- 

«^   ■  fence    '• 

*y  on  Mr.  V^'ebster's  resolutions      .  .  - 

."■•   on  the  iKjtition  of  B.  F.  Pomerov        -      183, 
■»••  on  referring  the  case  of  Mr.   Bowers  to  the 
<5       Committee  of  Elections  ... 

j^  speech    of,   on  Massachusetts  remonstrance 
Fji^,  Mr.,  of  'Vermont,  remarks  of  on  the  distri- 
i^       bution  ofarms         -  .  .         .  . 


8 


t  on  the  /iFassachubetts  remonstrance    - 

F^'age,  a  bill  to    regulate   the  allowance  of,  to 

^i      oJficerK  of  the  Army,  read  twice 

.^t*  read  a  th'rd  time,  and  passed      .  .  . 

P.^ign  Afljirs,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Cirundy,  so 

i  ■       much  ff  the   Message  as   relates  to,  was 

*l      referred  to  a  select  committee 

5j  appointniient  of  a  i-ommittee  on  - 

^  report  oa  the  state  of  .  -         .         . 

>>tnklin,  Me4hack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 

•^       and  iJvk  his  seat    .  .  -  .  . 

V. 
I^;^n«h  Decffics,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  sundry 

:"*  •  resolutions  calling  for    information  con- 
cerninj  certain        .  .  -  -  . 

^  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  table 
^  the  first  tesolution  agreed  to       -         -         - 
7*  the  seiotid  resoluUon  agreed  to  -         - 

«k^  the  third, and  fourth  resolutions  agreed   to  - 
"ijl  L-nd  the  (ifth  resolution  agreed  to         -         - 
^  &  .Mes8r.j<|«  from  the  President  transmitting 
M       a  letter  from   the    Secretary  of   State  in 
5       reply  t.)  the  foregoing  resolutions    - 
*  the    Coa.nuttee    of   Foreign    Relations    re- 
^      ported   a  resolution   that  the  conduct  of 
i;i       the    Evecutive    in   relation   to  the,  meets 
^       with  ll  e  approbation  of  the  House 
2  referred   to  the  Committee  of  the    Whole, 
J      and  live  thousand    copies  ordered  to  be 
Jp       printnj  ...... 

,*.  Mr.  Goldsborough  moved  for  printing  the 
•J.  same  number  of  copies  of  the  resoluticn 
>  asking  for  information  concerning  the  le 
:h      p««l  ot  the,  which  was  not  considerec 
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Mr.  Calhoun  moved  for  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  reply  to  Mr.  Webster's 
resolutions,  which  motion  was  lost 

c;. 

Gaston,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 
mit George  Richards,  stenographer       119,  123 

remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization  bill  -         -      154 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      .     239 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations  ... 
General  Land  Qtfice,  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner oT  the           -         -         .         -      112, 
Georgetown,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning 
certain  streets  in,  read    three  times,  and 
passed   ---..-. 
GhoUon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  on  the   petition  of  the    Far- 
i       mers'  Bank  of  Alexandria       .         -         - 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
conduci  of  the  war  .... 

remarks  of,  on  the   report  of  the   Commit- 
tee of  Foreign    Relations   on    Mr.   Web- 
ster's resolutions    -  -  .  -  - 
Glasgow,  Hugh,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 
and  took  bis  seat    -          -          .          .  . 
Glebe,  in  Alexandria  county,  D.  C,  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize  the   sale  of  the,  read   twice,  and 
committed      ...... 

Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat      .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  compen- 
sating the  mounted  riflemen    -         -      135,  136 

on  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Pomeroy        -         -     183 
Good  Friends,  Amazon,  and  United  States,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  ships,  and  their  cargoes    • 

twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means        -         .  .  . 

reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted          

the  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  lit 
again     -..-... 

amended  by  adding  thereto  the  Feriiandina, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  ])assed  as  amended   - 

Government,  a   bill    making  appropriations    for 

supi>ort  of,  read  twice,  and  committed     - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Grosvcnor,    Mr.,   remarks  of,    on    proposing    to 

amend  Mr.  Clay's  resolution   respecting 

the  spirit  and  manner  of  the  war  waged 

by  the  enemy  ....      lO'j,  1 10 

on  the  petition  of  George  Richards,  to  be 
admitted  as  a  reporter     .... 

speech  of,  in  favor  of  granting  the  privilege 
prayed  for 116, 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  indemnify 

for  property  lost  at  Detroit       -  -       1 46,  168 

on  the  naturalization  bill    ....     155 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      ...     170 

on  the  reference  of  a  petition     -  -  .      184 

speech  of,  on  the  French  decrees         -         -     200 

remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to  refer 
the  election  of  Mr.  Bowers  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         -        -         -      313.  314 


400 
413 
469 
471 

476 

478 

478 

483 
483 


112 


125 


XXV 


INDEX. 


XXTI 


UouMe' Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Grosvenor,  Mr. — continued.  P»ge. 

on  the  report  of  the  ('ommittee  of  Foreign 


Relations  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions  - 

Grundy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of 
George  Richards     .  -         -  -  - 

on  compensation  to  the  Kentucky  mounted 
riflemen 

speech  of,  on  .Mr.  Webster's  resolutions 
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112 
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Hall,  Boiling,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  and  took 
bis  aeat  ------ 

Hanson,  A.  C,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  petition  of  George  Richards 
in  reply  to  .Mr.  Wright       .... 

on  Mr.  Wel)stcr's  resolutions      .  .  - 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Grundy    - 
on  the  bill  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt  - 
Harris,  Thomas  H.,  the  seat  of  contested  by  Mr. 

Kelly 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the 

case  of- 
speech  of,  on  the  said  report       ... 
the  House  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee allowing  time  to,  for  procuring  tes- 
timony ------ 

HMbrouck,  .\braham,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat     -  -  -         - 

Hempstead,    .Mr.,  delegate   from  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, was  qualified,  and  took  his  scat 
Henley,  David,  a  bill   for   relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed        .  .  -  -  - 

reported  without   amendment,   and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  -  - 

Hopkins,  Samuel,  of  .\ew  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat    .  .  -  -  - 

remarks  of,  on  the   reference  of  a   petition 

presented  by  him   -  •  -  -  - 

Hopkins,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat  ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  censuring  the 

conduct  of  the  war  .  .  -  - 

Hornet,  a  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of 

the  sloop-of-war.  read  twice.  Ac. 

reported,  blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  ...--- 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

concurred  in      -----         - 

House  of  Representatives,  members  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  .         .         .         . 

secret  session  of  the  .... 

adjournment  of  the.    to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next       .  .         .         .  - 

Howell,  Nathaniel, of  New  York,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  ..... 

Humiliation,   fasting,  «Scc.  ;  a  resolution   of  the 
General    Assembly    of   tlie    Presbyterian 
('hurch.   appointing   a   day  of.  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House        .         .         .         - 
a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  requesting  the 

President  to  recommend,  ice. 
rcail   twice,  and  ordered    to  a   third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         - 
H  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Prcsicient  with  the  same 


Humphreya,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing lands  within  th»  Congressional  reaer- 
vation  in  the  State  of  Tennessie     -         -     318 
Hungerford,  John    P.,  a   report  from   the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  w  ith  a  resolution  that, 
is  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole          -         -          -      148 
the  report  discussed  -         -          -         -          -      155 
resolution  rejected  and,  confirmed  in  his  seat      164 
on  motion  of  -Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  the  vote 
was  reconsidered,  and  the  report  recom- 
mitted   165 

subject  postponed  to  the  next  session  -     488 

Hunter.  William,  speech  of  (secret    session)  on  _^ 

the  proposition  to  take  possession  of  East 

Florida 505 

Hyneman,  John  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat      -         -         -         -     110 

I. 
Indiana,  Mr.  Jennings  presented  the   memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  further  time 
for  purchasers  of  public  lands  in,  to  com- 
plete their  payments       .... 

also  a  memorial  praying  Congress  to  confiim 
the  sale  of  certain  lands  for  the  benefit  of 
the  University  in  said  Territory,  both  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
Infirm,  disabled,  <fec..  officers,  &c.,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  relief  of  .  -  .  - 

read  twice,  and  referred      .  .  -  - 

reported  without  amendment,and  committed 
Ingersoll,  Mr.,    remarks  of,  on  the  resolution   to 
make  additional  accommodations  for   ste- 
nagraphers  .         .         .         -         - 

on  the  .Massachusetts  remonstrance     - 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  impose  a  duty 
on  distilled  spirit-  .... 

Insurance  Company  in  Georgetown,  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate an,  read  twice,  &c. 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
a  bill   respecting    an,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  -  -  -  -         - 

Internal  Duties.     (See  Axxesxora.) 
Invalid  Pensions,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  .\rcher,  the 
unfinished   bill  of   the  last   session   con- 
cerning, was  referred   to  the   Committee 
of  Claim-.       ------ 

the    bill    reported   with    amendments,    and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         - 

relumed  with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 

J. 

Jackson,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  ------ 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution   to  add   to  the 
Standing  Committees  one   on    the  Judi- 
ciary    .--•--- 
remarks   of.  on  the    Massachu^etU  remon- 
strance ...... 

speech  of,  on  the   resolution  respecting  the 

failure  of  our  Northern  armies 
speech  of.   introductory   of  a   resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution 
Jav.  Peter  A..  Mr.  Benson  presented  the  petition 
of,  complaining  of  the  undue   election  of 
John  LefTerts,  referred    to  the  Committee 

j  of  Elections 

469  I  postponed  to  next  sewion  .         .         - 
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finings,   Jonathan,   a  deleRate  .from    Indiana 
'^        Terriifory,  proiiuced  his  credentials.  &c. 
&iff,  Wilkrini,  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
^f        annii.il  report  of,  on  the  finance*    - 
^^iciary,  Mjr.  Jackson   submitted  a   motion  for 
^        the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee 
fc         on  the   ------- 

«s     the  motion  agreed  to  -         -         .         - 
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skaskia,  copy  of  a   report  from  the  Cominis- 
sion.^f  of  the  district  of.  referred 
^    a  lette-'  from  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 

i/A        at,  referred 

Mf  a  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening 
^  a  roail  from  Sliawncelown  to,  read  twice. 
I?t  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
ftlly,  W  iliiain.  Mr.  CIrundy  presented  the  peti- 
tionnf.  contesting  the  election  of  Thomas 
K.  Harris,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections  -....- 
report  o^' said  committee  - 
ihe  refxirt  adopted  .  .  .  -  - 
statement  made  by  (note)  -  -  - 
Jjninedy,  ^fT.,  speech  of,  on  the  naturalization 
;     '     bill 

•  tMitucky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKec,  amended 
5  .  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough,  the 
V  Cornmittee  on  Military  .Affairs  were  in- 
w-  structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
^  refunding  to  the  State  of,  and  other  States, 
<^"'  the  sums  expended  in  defence  of  their 
■T  respective  frontiers  .  .  -  - 
5|iI|K)urn.  Mr.,  a  resolution  was  submitted, by, 
X'          resp«-.'Hng  the  Northwest  Territory 

<  L. 

E*iwrence.  Captain  Jamex,  .Mr.  Nelson  submitted 
K  a   resolution   for  the   appointment   of  a 

T  con;mittee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 

i  conferring    public  honors   on   the   mem- 

»  ory  of 

Reverend  Jesse,  appointment  of,  as  Chap- 
lain       ------- 

cfierts,  J:'hn,  a  petition  complaining  of  the  un- 
due election  of,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitiee  of  Elections  -         .         .         . 

•  the  ci»nsiileratio»i  of  the  subject  postponed 
£  to  rex t  session        .         -         .         -         - 

>brary.  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the 
ici-nses  ta    Di.^tillers,   a  bill  laying  duties  on, 

read       -         - 

recommitted  to  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
i     reported  with  amendments  .         -         - 

j.'^     read  c  second  tijne  as  amended 
v'j      ordered  to  lie  oiv  the  table  .         -         -         - 

•  •     taken  up.  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
.yj      read  a  third  tiini-,  and  passed      -         .  - 
yi      returned  from  tl^e  Senate  with  amendmcnt» 
;j      and  cv)ncurred  i;i        -         -         -          -         - 

^Woan,  a  b.ti  authorizing  a,  read  twice,  and  com- 
^  miUod    ....... 

^      reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
>H  tinw>,  and  pa^n -d     -  -         -         -         - 

^      returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  agreed  to     - 

[loyd,  Jacacs,  Mr.  Crawford  presented  the  peti- 
tiou  of,  respecting  a  combustible  liquid, 
Ac,  read        ...... 
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Lloyd,  James — continued.  Pig«- 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with 
instructions  to  order  experiments    -         -     383 
Lowndes.  William,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat     -         -         -         -     1 1 1 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed      ------     476 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a   third 
time,  and  pas^d 478 

M. 

Macon.  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization  bill      154 
on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance     -      345,  349 
Magruder,  Patrick,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 

House    ..-----      107 
Marine  and   Fire  Insurance  Company  in  .Alex- 
andria,   a    bill    to    incorporate    the,    read 

twice,  Ac. 145 

reported  without  amendment       .  -         -      153 

Maritime  Frontier,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the       16C 
resolution  adopted      -----      167 

Mason's  Causeway,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  authorize  a  turnpike  from,  to  Alex- 
andri:<,  read  twice,  Ac.  -         -         -  -      164 

.Vlaesachusetts.  Mr.  Pickering  presented  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  majority  of  the  Legis- 
lature of,  against  the  war,  &c.         -         -     333 
Mr.  Richardson  presented  a  protest  of  the 

minority  of  the  same       -  -         .  -     350 

on  motion  of  .Mr.  Fisk,  the  remonstrance  of, 

was  considered        ....         -     40'1 

and  postponed  to  December  next         -         -     405 
Message,    the   President's  annual,    (see   Senate 
proceedings  p.  14,) 
was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  referred  to 

various  committees  ...  -      1(IS 

a  confidential,  recommending  a  prohibition 

of  exports,  referred  .         -         -         -     ."jOO 

the  report  on  the  same,  referred  to  a  select 
committee       -         -         -  -  -  -     501 

.Military  Establishment,  so  much  of  the  Message 
us  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee      -         -         -         -         -         -      110 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
further  to  extend  the  time  for  issuing  and 
locating,  twice  read         ...         -      182 
read  a  third  time,  and  parsed      ...     219 
Militia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  Commit- 
tee on  .Military  -\tfairs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of,  slain  by 
the  enemy      -.-..-      146 
(See  IVidvws  and  Orpkani,  for  further  ac- 
tion on  the  same.) 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  to 
provide   for   calling   forth  the,  Ac,  read 
twice,  and  referred  -         -         -         -     312 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -         -     329 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the,  to  suppress  insurrm- 
tions  Ac,  read  three  times,  and  passed   -     472 
.Miller,  Mr.,  the  petition  of  Theophilus  Barbarick 

presented  by  ^1^ 

Mississippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son, a  committee  was  apj>ointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  dis- 
trict court  in  the '•'* 
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MiBsiasippi  Territory — continued.  Page. 

a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Dflice,  relating  to    -         -         -     301 
a  bill   to  establish  a  district  court  in,  read 

twice,  &c. 332 

Mobile,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  RoberUon,  the  (,'ommit- 
tee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery 

at  the  town  of 112 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  .  383 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .  386 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in    -         -         -         -         -     412 
Montgomery,  .Mr.,  speech  of,  on   Mr.  Webster's 

resolutions     --..-.     265 
on  the  ways  and  means      -         .         .         -     321 
remarks  of,   on   the  Massachusetts  remon- 
strance .--...     .34.5 
Moore,  Nicholas  R.,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 1U8 

Mounted  Rangers,  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act 
for  raising  certain  corps  of,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  -  ...  -  473 
Mounted  Riflemen.  .Mr.  Sharp  submitted  a  reso- 
lution of  inquiry  in  relation  to  compensat- 
ing the  Kentuoky,  &c.  -  -  -  1.34 
Murfree,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions   297 

McKee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  re- 
specting compensation  to  the  Kentucky 
mounted  rillemeii   -  -  .         -      135,  1.36 

on  .Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -         -       171.  172 
McKim,  .Mr.,  a  resolution  concerninc  the  arts  and 

manufactures,  presented  by.  was  adopted        145 
McLean,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  of  in- 
quiry concerning  indemnity  for  losses  by 
Hull's  surrender     ....      146,  167 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  making  compensation 

for  the  use  of  wagons,  Ac.       .         -         -     492 

N. 
Naturalization,  a   bill   from   the  Senate  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  heretofore   passed  on 
the  subject  of  an   uniform   rule  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed      .         .         -         -      145 
rejwrted  without  amen<lmenl      ...     147 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  se- 
lect committee        .         .         -         -         .     433 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  a  ('ommittee  of  the  Whole         -         -     442 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     468 
read  ■  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     469 
the   Senate  concurred,  with  an  amendment     478 
to  which  the  House  disagreed    .         -         -     482 
Naval  Establishment,  so   much  of  the   Message 
as  relates  to  the.  was  referred  to  a  select 
conimittcie     .--.--      108 
appointment  of  the  commiHec  on  the          -      110 
Nelson,  .Mr.,  rcfiiarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  ad- 
mit stenoiiraphers 133 

on    the   resolution  respecting  maritime  de- 
fence     -         -         -         -         -         -         -     166 

on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  Web- 
ster's resolutions     -----     439 

New  Bank  in  the  Dii^trict  of  Columbia,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Kpp(>e4,  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  for  the  es- 


P«ge. 

tablishment  of  a,  at  a  lower  rate  than  law- 
ful interest,  and  the  same  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia -         -         -         -         -         -         -153 

Newman,  Daniel,  Mr.  Hale  presented  the  peti- 
tion of.  referred       -         -         -         -         -      123 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  passed  for  the  sup- 
ply o[,  to  meml)crs         .         -         -         .     107 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  re- 
specting the  importation  of  provisions      -     486 

Nexsen,  William,  jr.  (See  Pfia-nix,  Alexander.) 

Northwestern  Army,  a  resolution  submitted  con- 
cerning Hull's  surrender  of  the       -         -      146 
amended  and  agreed  to      -         -         -         -      168 

Northwestern  frontier,  a  resolntion  submitted  re- 
specting the  defence  of  the     -  -     311 
amended  and  agreed  to       -         -         -         -     312 
a  bill   for  the   more  effectual   protection  of 
the,  twice  read,  Ac.        ...         -     434 

O. 

Oakley.  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions  -         -  -  -         -     18G 

Orders  in  Council,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  request  of 
the  President  a  copy  of  the,  by  the  Brit- 
ish {iovernment      -         -         -         -         -     311 

Ordinary  modes  of  conducting  War,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  request  of  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  would  cause  to  Ijc  collected 
and  presented  to  the  Hou.sc  evidence  ot 
every  departure  of  the  enemy  from  the    -     492 

Ordnance,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 

better  regulation  of  the,  read  twice,  Ac.  -  312 
reported   without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed     -----     472 
returned  from   the  Senate  with  amendment 
and  concurred  in    -         -         -         -         -     489 

Ormsby,  Stephen,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat,  -----     111 

p. 

Pearson,  Mr.,  speech  of.  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions -------     275 

on  the   report   thereon,  from   the  Commit- 
tee of  F'oreign  Relations         ...     436 
Pennsylvania,  the   President  transmitted  copies 

of  certain  legislative  acts  of    -         -         -      144 
Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  .Arts,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  to  remit  certain  duties  to  the  446 
read  twice,  and  committed  .  .  -  456 
reported    without  amendment,   read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 470 

Pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ves- 
seU,  Mr.  McKim  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting       ..----     318 
a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regula- 
ting, read  twire.  Ac.       -         -         -         -     371 
reported  without  amendment,  and   ordered 

to  a  third  readinn  -----     463 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     469 
Phunix,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  read  twice  .  -  -  -  144 
read  a  third   time,  amended  by  adding  the 

name  of  William  Nexsen,  jr.,  and  passed      165 
Pickering,  .Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  re- 
fer the   Massachusetts  remonstrance  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -         -      343,  344 
Pickled  Fish,  a  bounty  on.  (Sec  Salt,  imported.) 
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I»if  r,  Z.  M  .  Mr.  Nelson  submitted  .»  resolution 
jij  '        for  a  commute*,  to  inquire  into  the  propri- 
,*-f       ety  of  conferring  public   honor*  on   the 
i- ,       memory  of     -----         - 

i|(f«o>',  Mr.  IngerBoll  submitted  sundry   resolu- 
•  }  ■"  tion«  relating;  to  the  punishment  of 
l»,*,:ljiyn,  Jjhn,    Mr.   .\rrber    presented   sundry 
;  *        documents  in  relation  to  the  petition  of    - 
t>i^in,  -Mr.,  speech  of.  introductory  of  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  distribution  of  anna    -     158, 

160,  161 
-peech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreipn   Relations   on  the    resoiutionH 
of  -Mr.  Webster      -  -  -         -         . 

l^^burg,  a  bill,  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 
^  iotjs,  the  pro{)erty  of  the  United  t^tates,  in 
*  the  borough  of,  read  twice  ... 
~,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
rofprroy,  I>.  v..  Mr.  Hopkins  presented 


438 


441 
478 


the  pe- 

^       tition   of 

S^  referred   to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
i'^:s   and  Marbors,  a  bill  for  further   fortifying 
%:       the,  read  twice,  &c.         .... 

*     a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor 
^     twice  reiid,  and   committed         ... 
i     reported  without  amendment,   and  recom- 
*^        raittii^   ....... 

y     >gain  reiJorfed  without  amendment,  read  a 
7         third  time,  and  passed     .... 

H'tt  Offices   and    Post   Roads,   members  of  the 

K        Committee  on 

jjp,*sident  of  the  United  Slatec,  appointment  of 
f'*  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  ... 
^  report  of  said  committee,  that  a  Message 
**  wou'd  be  sent  this  day  ... 
a  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the 
(  household  of  the.  read  twice  ... 

y  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
^ivate  Armed  Vessels,  a  bill  allowing  a  bounty 
{J  to  the  owners,  &c.,  of,  read  twice  - 
^'  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
jc  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
^-ize  Good><,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  additional  duties 

fon,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  - 
Mr.  Nelson  subnutted  a  Utter  from  the  act- 
^'         ing  i^ecretarA'  i?f  the  Treasury  on  the  sub- 

■(':        jcct  of 

-^    a  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  payable   on,  read 
4;         twice      ....... 

1^;     ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .         - 
-i^"    read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
lUo>isions.  Mr.  Newton's   resolution   respecting, 
indefinitely  postponed     .... 

^b|ic  Laads,  members  of  the  Committee  on     - 

(Xiaken:,  an  address  from  the  New  England  So- 
]P         ciety  of,  read 

<4«iorum,  the  usual  interchange  of  messages  re- 
^         specting  a 

l^^ngers,  oa  motion  ot  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aft'airs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  contin- 
uing in  force  the  act  authorizing  certain 
conr> panics  of,  &c.  ..... 

a  hil^  to  that  etfect  read  twice     ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
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Rangers — continued. 

on  motion  of  .Mr.  H.,  the  same   committee 
were  instructed   to  inquire  what,  if  any, 
alterations  are  nccesaary  in  the  act  to  au- 
thorize ten  additional  companies   of 
Rea,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 

Reed,  John,  ipeech  of.  on  the   bill  laying  duties 

on  imported  salt      .         .         -         -         - 

Retailers,  Ac,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read  twic« 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

and  referred   ----.- 

reported  with  agreement  to  some,  and  tlisa- 
greemcnt  to  others  .... 

the  Senate  insist  on  the  amendments  disa- 
greed to  ...... 

the   House    of   Representatives  insist,    and 
grant  a  conference  .... 

report  of  the  managers  laid  on  the  table 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to, 

was  referred  to  a  select  committee  - 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  members  of  the 

Committee  of 

Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 
tions     ....... 

on  the  reference  of  a  petition      ... 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions  - 
Richards,  George,   .Mr.  Grosvenor    presented   the 
petition  of,   praying  to  be  allowed   a   seat 
as    reporter   for  the    Federal    Re[mblican, 
which  the  Speaker  had  refused  to  him     - 
referred  to  a  (Jommitlee  oi  the  Whole 
Mr.  Gros\enor  submitted  a  resolution  to  ad- 
rait,  on  the  floor      .         .         .         .         - 

the   resolution   modified,  on   motion    of  .Mr. 
Eppes    ------- 

.Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike   out   all    after   the 
word  "  Resolved,"  and  insert,  "that   the 
prayer   of  the   petition   ought   not  to   be 
granted"  ...... 

which  amendment  was  carried    -  .  • 

Richardson,  Wm.   M.,  was  qualified,   and   took 
liis   seat  ..--.- 

Ridgely,   Henry    M.,    of   Delaware,    was    quali- 
fied, &c.         ...... 

Roberts,  Mr.,  remarks  of,   on    the   resolution   to 
admit  George  Richards   .... 

Roberts,  Thomas  H.,  .Mr.  Moore  presented  the 
petition  of,  respecting  a  machine  for  mari- 
time warfare,  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee -  -  -  "  .  '  ." 
RoberUon,  .Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  re- 
specting the  town  of  Mobile  ... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  remon- 
strance        342, 346 
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Sage,  Ebenrzer,   of  New  York,  the   election   of, 

contested,  and  referred  to   the  Committee 

of  Elections    ■-■";■* 

report  thereon  postponed  to  next  session     - 

Sales  at  .\uction,  a   bill   laying   duties  on.   read 

twice.  &c.       ..---- 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

amendments  concurred  in  -         -         -         - 
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Salt,  imported,  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  read  twice 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -         -         -         - 

after  several  amendments,  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Satterwhite,  Edwin  T.,   a   bill   for  the   relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  committed       ... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

Schureman,  James,  of  New  Vork,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ...... 

Scott,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred    ...--- 

reported  without  amendment,  and  committed 

reported,  amended,  and   ordered  to   a  third 

reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
the  Senate  returned  it  with  an  amendment 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole 

concurred  in       -----         - 

Sea  Fencibles,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing 
a  corps  of,  read  twice      .... 

committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

reported  with  amendment,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  as  amended  .... 

Senate  Chamber,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  making 
an  appropriation  for  finishing  the    - 
twice   read,  <Scc.  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Seybert,  .Mr.,  remarks  of.  on  the  resolution  to  in- 
quire concerning  the  conduct  of  the  war  - 
Sharp,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his   resolution   con- 
cerning the  Kentucky  riflemen 
speech  of,  on  the  Webster  resolutions 
Shawneetown,  a  bill  authorizing  the  laying  and 
opening  a  road  from,  to  Kaskaskia,  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
SheflTey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  i-eat  ..---- 

speech  of,  on  the  \\'ebster  resolutions 
speech  of.  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  on  the  same 
Shipherd,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the   naturalization 
bill  -         -         -         -         - 

speech  of,  on  the  direct  tax  bill  ... 

Sloo,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed     ..... 

Smith,  William  S.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ...... 

Spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Fisk  submitted  a  resolution  concerning, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

W  hole 

consideration  postponed     .         .         .         - 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the 
Stenographers,  Mr.  Nelson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning      

referred  to  a  select  committee     - 
report  of  said  committee,  providing  for  the 
admission  of,  adopted      .... 

Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  ...... 

Stuart,  William,  submitted  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lution to  distribute  arms,  &c.  - 

1 3tli  Co.N.  1st  &  2d  Sess.— B 
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Stuart,  William — continued.  P*ge. 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  499 

report  of  said  committee     ....  499 

Sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  a  bill  lay- 
ing duties  on,  read  twice         ...  40O 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  4S1 
returned  with  amendments         ...  456 
concurred  in      -----         -  463 

Superintendent  (ieneral  of  .Military  Supplies,  a 
bill  to  free  from   postage  all  letters  and 

packets  to  and  from  the,  read  twice         -  318 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  328 
Supplemental  Journal  of  proceedings  in  secret 

session •        -  498 


Taliaferro,  John,  Mr.  Gholson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  contesting  the  election  of  John 
P.  Hungerford;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections      ..... 

report  of  said  committee     .... 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition 
Talham,  William,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  - 
Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  conduct  of  the 
war        ....... 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  upon  Mr.  Webster's 
resolutions     ...... 

Telfair,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  .Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 
tions       

Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the 
petition  of;  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  .  -         .  -  - 

Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  by  law  for  prohibiting 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  prohibit,  read  twice 
Troup,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  George 

Richards         

speech  of,  on  the  distribution  of  arms 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Pitkin         .... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  amend  the 
act  in  additipn  to  the  act  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force         -         -         - 
Turnpike  Road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making 
a  certain,  read  twice        .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in    - 

a  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  a  like 

purpose  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  read 

twice,  and  committed      -         .         -         - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  on  the  table 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    - 
U. 
Upper  Lakes,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, on  the  subject  of  our  Naval  Estab- 
lishment on  the.  was  agreed  to        -         - 
V. 
\an8ycoe,  S.,  and   Gilson  &■  Jones,  Mr.  Beall 
presented  the  petition  of;  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims      .         .         .         - 
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Vf^n,  the  petition  of  tlie  officers  and  crew  of  the 


Unil«il  States  brig,  was  referred  to  the 
p^  Committee  o(  Claims  .  .  .  - 
^5  »  bill  for  relief  of  the  officers,  <Scc.,  of  the, 

(r      read  twice       .--... 
"  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  . 

read  a  tliird  time,  and  pasi^ed      ... 
ruturned  with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 
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r 


455 

463 
470 
471 
489 
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I 

MTr, 


g(tns  and  Teams,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorising  payment   for,  dice,  read  twice, 
and  rtifcrred  .--..-     443 
reported  with  am<  ndments,  and  committed     447 
amendments  not  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  read 
a  thirU  time,  and  passed  ...     497 

as  wa^rtd  by  the  enemy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  (Speaker.)  so  much  of  the  Mei^sage 
as  re'ates  to  the  spirit  and  manner  oT  the, 
was  referred  to  tt  select  committee  -         -     109 
membeiii  of  said  committee         .         .         -     110 
W^ne,  WiiJett,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

X'       and  ordered  to  tt  third  reading  -  -     476 

\W^v>  and  Means,  members  of  the  Committee  of     108 
-»'  report  oi'  Mr.  Eppes  on  the  subject  of  -         .1 48 
■WtjtWer,  M'r.,  remarki.  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
♦?      admit  George  Richards,  (Sec.    ...     121 
remark*  of,  on  introducing  sundry  resolu- 
tions respecting  the  French  decrees         .      149 
on  the  distribution  of  arms  -         -         -      163 

in  support  of  his  risolutions        •         -       169,170 
aton,  .Ur.,  presented  an  address   from  the 
New  England  Quakers  -         -         .         -     371 
Wjllows  and  Orphans  i)f  Militia,  a  bill  to  provide 
.jt      for  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  . 
^  reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
f^      third  reading  ..... 

^  read  a  (bird  time,  and  passed 
\»  returned  from  the  .Senate  with  amendments, 


i%       and  concurred  in    - 
VMli»ms,  Ibiac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  Coin- 
j4       miltee    of   Elections    were,  instructed    to 
J      inquire  whether,  is  not  entitled  to  the  seat 

occupied  by  John  M.  Bowers  - 

y  report  thereon  jwstponed  to  the  next  meet- 

ing  cf  Congress      ..... 

^f4lson,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  wa«  qualified, 

and  took  his  scut    ..... 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  con- 

•^       cerning  the  naval  force  on  the  upper  lakes 

V  linter,  Eltsha  J.,  a  b.ll  from  the  Senat-j  for  the 
relief  of  ...... 

read  twice,  and  referred  .... 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
^  Jod,  .\bi«'l,  of  .Massaihusrtls,  was  qualitied,  and 
took  his  seat  ...... 

V  ;fight.  Ml.,  remarks  of,  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Gros 
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on  the  |rt.'tition  nt  lieorge  Kichards 

in  reply  to  .Mr.  Haiison       .... 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  Kentucky 
riflerit'n  --.... 

on  the  distril'Utioji  of  arms 

on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance     -     345. 

cey,  B»:tJptt,  of  .North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, ajid  took  his  seat      .... 

speech  df,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions 
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Page, 
'cas  and   Nays,  on   considering  Mr.  Webster's 

resolutions  ..---.  151 
on  the  report  of  the   committee   adverse  to 

the  election  of  J.  p.  Hungerford      .         .     165 
on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Webster's  first  resolu- 
tion         302 

on  agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  •  -  308 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution  -  •  309 
on  agreeing  to  the  fourth  resolution  -  •  309 
on  agreeing  to  the  fifth  resolution  •  -  310 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  subject  of 
contested  elections  between  Mr.  Williams 
and  .Mr.  Bowers  .....  yi5 
on   an   amendment   proposed   by  Mr.   Gro6> 

venor  to  the  motion  to  postpone  -  .  315 
on  the  resolution  respecting  Isaac  Williams  317 
on    amending   the  bill   laying   direct   taxes, 

6ic. 330,  331 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  same         .         .         .         .381 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  .         .         -     382 
on  recommitting  the  bill  laying  taxes  on  li- 
censes to  distillers  -         .         •         .         .391 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  •         -     392 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...  393 
on  amending  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 

rect  ta.v 395 

on  the  previous  question  on  the  same  -     397 

on  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair  398 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  said  bill  -  -  399 
on  the  final   passage  of  the  same  .  .412 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 

on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States  421 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 

on  salts  at  auction           ....     42I 
on  amending  the  bill  laying  a  duty  on  carria- 
ges   429 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -     431 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  relin- 
quishing the  claims  of  till'   United  States 
to  goods,  &.C..  captured   by  private   armed 
vessels    .......      134 

oil  indefinite  postponement  of  the  salt  bill    -     439 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  the  same      -         -     440 
on  further  amending  the  same    ...     440 
on    amending    the     bill     laying    duties    on 
licenses  to  retailers,  «Scc.  ...     443 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  bank 

and  other  notes,  A.c.        -         -         .      446,  464 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  salt   bill     453, 

457 
on  amending  the  sauie        ....     454 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  dulieb 

on  licenses  to  retaders,  <Scc.     -         •         .     455 
on  Mr.  Nelson's  resolution  for  the  encour- 

ageiiienl  of  privateers     -  .  .  .      157 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  a  duty 

on  imported  salt     .....     453 

'.>n  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  lading  duties 
on  bank  notes,  Ac.         ....     469 

on  considering  the  report  of  the  (Committee 
of  Foreign  Kelations       ....      170 

on  amending  the  ban  bill  ....     477 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  reducing  the 

duties  on  prize  goods,  &c.       -         -         -     479 
on  amending  the  appropriation  I'ill     -          •     482 
on    amending   the    *>ill    respecting    British 
licenses 485 
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Yew  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  Mr.  Stuart's 

resolutions  respecting  arms     ...  49S 
on  agreeing  to  tlie  report  of  the  Comniit- 

mittee  of  Foreign  Relations    ...  500 

on  the  order  of  the  day      -         -         -         -  501 

on  amending  the  embargo  bill    ...  .'>02 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same          -          -  502 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -         -  503 


SEN.\TE.— SECOND  SESSION. 
THiRTtEMTH  rn.iuRr.^s. 


.\dditionaI  .Appropriations,  a  bill  making,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported    with  amendment^,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading        ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

the   House  of  Representatives  disagreed   to 
some  of  the  amendments,  and  the  Senate 

receded  

.Agents,   a   bill  from    the    House  of  Representa- 
tives authorizing  the  appointment  of,  for 
paying  military  pensions,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Aiken,  John,  and    Pearl  Spaflbrd.  Mr.  Bledsoe 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  presented         ... 

leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition 
.Mlegany,  the  ship,  report  in  the  case  of,  pre- 
sented ----... 
.\merican  Prisoners  of  War,  .Mr  Dana  submit- 
ted a  resolution  asking  the  names  of  the 
individuals  selected  from,  and  sent  to 
Great  Britain  for  trial     .... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  .... 
Appointments  by  the  I'resident,  .Mr.  Mason  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  concerning  certain, 
without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  ....... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into       ...... 

.\rm8  and  .\rmories,  a  bill  to  insure  uniformity 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  one  and  a  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  other,  read  - 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

third  reading  negatived       .... 
.\rmy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making   further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regular,  <kc.,  read  twice 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  .Military   At- 
faira -        - 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third   time,  and    passed  as  amended 

the    House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
the  amendments     -         .         .         .         - 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 

the    House   of   Representatives    also    insist 
and  appoint  managers    .         .         .         - 

modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to 

a  bdl  for  better  organizing,  paying,  and  sup- 
plying the,  read      
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I  Army — continued.  Page. 

read  a  second  time     ......     613 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -         -         .     640 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     643 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  referred       -         -     663 
concurrence  reported  in  part       ...     665 
the  Senate  agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to 
other  amendments  ....     673 

the    House  of  Representatives   agree  to  all, 
except  the  16th.  on  which  they  insist,  and 
the  Senate  also  insisting,  a  conference  is 
appointed       ......     679 

the  managers  report  a  modification     -         -     684 
which  is  not  agreed  to,  and  another  confer- 
ence asked 685 

report  of  the  second   conference  agreed  to 

by  the  Senate 688 

and  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives -  -  -  -  •  -  .  689 
Attorney  (Jeneral  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  es- 
tablish the  permanent  residence  of  the,  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  read  -         -         -     766 

B. 

Bank  of  the  .Metropolis,  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, «Scc.,  of  the,  referred       ...     595 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration thereof        .....     740 

Banks.  Bankers,  &c.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  to  amend  the  art  laying 

duties  on  notes  of,  Ac,  read  ...     626 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -     628 

reported  without  amendment       ...     634 

indefinitely  postponed         ....     683 

Barker.  Samuel   Augustus,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....     632 

an  adverse  report  thereon  ....     688 

Beatty,  George,  and  others,   .Mr.    Lambert    pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  refened      -         -     646 
Bibb,  William    Wyatt,  appointed   a   Senator  by 
the    Legislature  of  Georgia,   in    place  of 
William  H.  Crawford,  resigned,  produced 
his  credentials,  &c.  ....     537 

remarks  of,  on  .Mr.    Mason's  resolutions  re- 
specting the  President's  power  to  appoint 
certain  officers        .....     625 

Bibb,  George  M.,  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  --..-..     630 
speech  of.  on  Mr.  Gore's  motion  respecting 

E\ecutive  appointments  -  -         -     694 

remarks  of,  on  two  readings,  the  same  day, 
of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo      -         -     733 
Bioren,  John  and   others,  a  letter   from,  respect- 
ing their  contemplated  edition  of  the  laws     395 
Mr.  Roberts   presented   the   petition  of,  re- 
ferred    .......   1056 

Births,  .Marriages,  &c.,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted 

1  resolution  respecting  records  of   -  -     547 

Blankets,  «Scc.,  on  motit)n  of  Mr.  Gore,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  asking  for  an  account  of  the 
quantity  of,  &c..  provided  for  the  Army 
and  Navy        ......     567 

rejHjrls  from  the  two  Departments  in  reply     616 
Boardman,  Homer,  and   others,    .'»lr.  Dana  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred        -         -     663 
Boone.  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred 568 
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|F^one,  Daniel — continued.  P^ge. 

*/    reported  without  amendment      ...     622 
Jf    ordere«l  to  a  third  reading  ....     624 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...     625 
^uotj,  to  os%ner8,  &c.,  of  private  armed  vesselo, 
\t        Mr.  Kromentin  submitted  a  resolution  con- 

^f         cerning 564 

r    agreed  to S65 

L;   a  bill  «»  addition  to  the  act  allowing  a,  read     597 

5^    read  a  second  time 

y^   amende')^,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
>*    read  a  tfeird  time,  and  passed       ... 
IT    returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
r         with  amendments,  and  referred 
J     concurrence  reported  .... 

y^^   the  report  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment     - 
)|[*unty  to  persons  who  shall  enlist,  a  bill  to  in- 
Jf         creaso  the,  read       ..... 
./j    read  a  second  time  ..... 

9^    recommitted 

^    postponed  indefinitely         .... 
L^wie  and  Kurtz,  a.nd  others,  Mr.  Goldsborough 
•^        presented  the  petition  of,  referred     - 
J^    a  bill  Icir  relief  of.  reported  and  read    - 

read  a  second  twne     ..... 

indefinitely  postponed         -         -         .         . 

Ki|Uer,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Varnum  presented 

"c        the  petition  of,  referred  .... 
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•<w    theconimitteedischargedfromfurtherconsid- 
*».        eration  thereof        -         .         -         .         . 
l^ckenrid-^e,  the  Reverend  John,  election  of,  as 
f^        Chaplain        ...... 

JSdent,  Robert,  Paymaster  General,  the  petition 
.T         of,  reterred      ---... 
'2    (See  Paymaster  General.) 
^jevard.  Joseph,    Mr.  Taylor  presented  the   pe- 
yi        tition  of,  referred    -         -         -         .         . 
it«    a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         .         .         .         . 

h     read  a  second  time     ..... 

'*     ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

p      read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
I  j  rrows  aud    .McCall,  lieutenants,  a  resolution 
!  relative  to  the  bhUiant  achievements  of, 

V       read       

read  a  li'econd  and  third  time,  and  passed  - 
siness,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Leib.  a  committee 
was  x^pointed  under  the  forty-second  rule 
for  conducting^  in  the  Senate  ... 
jg  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Fromentin,  the  same  was 
ii         done  under  the  twenty-second  rule 


« 


c. 


Ij'thoone,  John,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 

fj         tion  of,  referred 

4<  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  .  .  .  . 
■A  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  . 
sSinjpbell,  (leorge  \V.,  of  'I'ennessee,  appeared, 
w  and  took  his  seat    ..... 

*••  resignation  of,  as  Senator  .... 
*nton,  (Xiio,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
j|  sentatives,  attaching  a  certain  tract  of 
I  land  to  the  district  of,  read  ... 
<j  read  a  <econd  time,  and  referred 
•^     reported  without  amendment 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 
irroU,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Horsey  present- 
ed tb*  petition  of,  referred 
lampion,  Henry,  .Mr.  Dana  presented  the  me- 
morial of        -         -         ...         . 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
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Chaplains,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Worthington,  the 

usual  resolution  passed  for  the  election  of     541 
Chaplain,  Abraham,  Mr.  Bibb  of  Kentucky  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  refv>rred         .         .     665 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -         -         -         .     682 
Cheevers,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  relief  of    ....     664 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading         .     665 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  -     676 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -     679 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     725 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     726 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 

Horsey  presented  the  petition  of,  referred     548 
a  bill   authorizing  subscription  to  the  stock 

of  the,  read 635 

read  a  second  time      .....     636 
indefinitely  postponed         ....     723 
Chcves,  Langdon,  a  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives    that    they  have  elected. 

Speaker 595 

£hilmark,  Massachusetts,   a    petition    from    the 

town  of,  praying  relief  under  embargo  law     663 
Clark,  Midshipman  John,  a  resolution  from  the 
House   of    Representatives    directing    a 
sword  to  bo  presented  to  the  nearest  male 
relative  of,  read       .....     626 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed     -     628 
Clark,  Dennis,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  relief  of    -         .         .         .     666 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading         -     667 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred  -  .     677 

reported  without  amendment     ...     725 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  -  -     771 

Clason,  Isaac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  German,  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred  ....  569 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  -  -  .  .571 
read  a  second  time  .....  572 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  573 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  574 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representative? 
with  an  amendment        ....     675 

concurred  in 677 

Clay,  Henry,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives communicating  the  resigna- 
tion of 596 

Clerks  of  Congress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wor- 
thington, a  committee  was  appointed  to 
in(|uirc  into   the   propriety  of  increasing 

the  salaries  of  the 573 

a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the,  read 

twice 692 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed        -  -  693 

of  the  War  Department,  a  report  exhibiting 

the  names  of  the 643 

Cochran,  ('harles  B.,  .Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of 562 

read,  and  referred      .....     5»o3 
the  committee  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration thereof  .....     774 
Cochran,   Robert  E.,  Mr.  Taylor  presented   the 

petition  of 563 

read,  and  referred 563 

the  committee  discharged  therefrom    -  -     729 

Collectors  of  Customs,  a  report  from  the  Treasu- 
ry Department,  with  a  statement  of  the 
emoluments,  &c.,  paid  to  ...     645 

Columbia  Manufacturing  Company,  a    petition 

praying  an  act  of  incorporation  of  the     -     632 
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Columbia  Company — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  ...  693 
read  a  second  time  .....  706 
a   bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives, 

read 751 

read  a  second  time     .....     762 

reported  with  amendments         .         .         .     765 
indefinitely  postponed  ....     775 

Commercial  Intercourse  with  Powers  nt   peace 

with  the   United  States,  a  Message  from 

the  President  in  relation  to,  referred 

Comptroller  of  the  War  and  ISavy  Departments,  a 

bill  creating  the  office  of,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Condict,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  ...... 

Congres-i,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  a  joint  committee  to  inquire 
concerning  the  adjournment  of,  read 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  appointed    .... 

report  of  said  committee  read      ... 
read  a  second  time     ..... 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives fixing  the  day  for  adjournment  of, 
read       ....... 

read  a  second  time    .         .         -      '  . 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  fix- 
ing the  tune  for  the  next  meeting  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    -         •         .         .         . 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
a  joint  resolution  preparatory   to  adjourn- 
ment of  -...-- 
Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  transmitted  an  account  of  the  - 
Cooper,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Brown  present- 
ed the  petition  of.  referred       ... 
Copies  of  certain  Commissions,  Mr.  Gore  submit- 
luitted  a  resolution  asking  for 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  Message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  reply     ..... 

Cotton  Manufactures,  a  resolution  asking  for  a 
statement  of  the  value  of,  &c. 
report  from    the   Treasury   Department   in 
reply 

Crawford,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Crowninshicid,   Benjamin    W.,  a  bill  from  the 
House   of   Representatives    for  relief  of, 
read        ....... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Cuflfee,  Paul,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of, 
referreil  ...... 

a  bill   allowing,  to  depart  with  vessel  and 
cargo  for  Sierra  Leone,  read  -         .         • 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Ctimberland  Road,  report  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment concerning  the  ... 
Cunow,  John  G.     (See  United  Brethren.) 
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Cutler,  Jarvis,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

D. 
Daggett,  David,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 
took  his  scat  ..... 

remarks  of,  on  reading  twice,  on  the  same 
day,  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo    732, 
Dale,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     ..... 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ...... 

remarks  of,  on  two  readings,  on  the  same  day, 
of  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo        732, 
Dawson,  John,  the  death  of,  announced  by  mes- 
sage from  iho  House  of  Representatives  - 
Destitute   and   distressed  .\merican   Seamen,  a 
bill   from   the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning,  read     -         -         .         .         . 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .         -         . 
_ ,      indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Direct  Tax,   a  bill  from  the   House  of   Repre- 
sentatives to  amend  the  seventh  section  of 
the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the, 
referred  to  a  committee  -         -         .         . 
the  committee  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  ... 
Documents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  transmission  of  certain,  free  of 
postage,  read           -          -         .         .         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
postponed  indefinitely          .... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  it  was  ordered 
that  all,  printed  by  order  of  either  House, 
be  bound,  &c.,  for  use  of  members 
Donation  Rights,  a  bill  to  grant,  to  certain  claim- 
ants of  land  in  Louisiana,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  state- 
ment of,  &c.  -..-.. 
Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  statement  asked  for  •         •         -     518 
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773 
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775 
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Elizabeth  City,  a  bill  to  make,  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district  of  Camden,  North  Carolina, 

read 690 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     692 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  .....     693 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ...     7O6 
Ellis,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     -         .         -     643 
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s,  Samuel — continued 
read  a  second  time 
\f  referred  »o  a  select  committee     -         .         - 
*    reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  .  . 

5'    read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Ejjbfcrffo,  a  hill  lajinp  an,  read  in  part  (secret 
£;    :  seasion)  ...... 

J«  a  confidential  bill  from  the  House  of  Rcpre. 
J        sentativcs  to  the  same  effect,  read  twice, 
C      and  retierred    .-.-.. 
^  n'ported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
'^  '  be  coiiSdentially  printed  ... 

.v^  amendments  adopted,  and  bill  recommitted 
Vrfported  with  further  amendments,  and  road 
S'      a  third  time    ...... 

jf  passed  as  amended,  and  sent  confidentially  to 
Jj»      the  House  of  Kepresentatives 

'signed    by    the    Speaker,    President    of  the 
^'     Senato,  and  President  of  the  I'nited  States 
]f»Mr.  Hoisey  presented  sundry  petitions  for 
f^     the  repeal  of  the,  read     .... 

^'  referred  !«  a  select  committee 
^.•'committe«f  discharged,  and  the  petitions  re- 
M      ferred  (o  Comoiittee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
v^a  bill  fron)  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

3      repeal  the,  read 
^^read  a  sei^nd  time,  and  referred 
-.•'reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
;      a  third  reading        ..... 
,U  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

£tQ,  »  bill  fram  the  House  of  Representatives 
^  authorij^ing  the  purchase  of  vessels  cap- 
>^  tured  ijn.  reail  a  first  and  second  time, 
*).     and  referred 763 

Ev.'Vs.  Oliver,' report  ou  the  subject  of  the  pat- 

.^    ent  granted  to 641 

.jii  bill  to  a.*nend  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  read     642 

^tad  a  sicbnd  time jj43 

■^hird  reading  negatived       ....     683 
yMr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of,  pray- 
Xi    ing  to  be- heard  by  counsel      ...     660 

EiQj'utive  Appointment.*,  debate  on   Mr.  Gore's 

><    resolutions  concerning   ....     f,^\ 

f.Jhe  resolutions  concernine,  indefinitely  post- 

i      poned 7.'-,9 

Exij'nditure  ot  Money-;,  a  report  on  the,  from 

r      the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy    .         .     .">fir. 

{•  f- 

Fa|ijin«,  Heriry.  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kep. 
!■     n'sont.ilivos  for  relief  of,  read 
Jrcjid  a  seu'^nd  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
Y    coniraitt*^e       ...... 

T  reported  without  amendment      ... 
C{>rdered  tv»  «  third  n-ading  ... 


jfcud  a  third  time,  and  passed 
■ I   »i.-i •  . '  ti .  _  1.    ,1- 


Fe 
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Fa;  ners  and   Mechanics'  Bank  of  tJeorgetown, 
;    Mr.  bil)f)  of  Kentucky  presented  the  peti- 
V    lion  of  the,  referred         .... 
,  y  bill  to  iftcorporate  the,  read,  and  the  sec- 
ond reai^Jng  negatived     .... 
in  the  I'li^ted  States  Court.-*,  on  motion  of 
•^    Mr.  Daggett,  a  committee  was  appointed 
V-  to   inquire  into  the  propriety   of  making 
"5  provision  by  law  concerning 
FieC:  OlTicers  ijf  Militia,  &c.,  a  bill   respecting, 

*»    read        , 

(elerred  ti),the  committee  on  the  revision  of 
militia  kws 
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Fire   Insurance   Company,   of  Alexandria,    Mr. 
Brent  presented  the  petition  of  J.  B.  Nich- 
ols, and  others,  praying  an  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, referred        .         .         .         .         . 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer,  read  a  first 
and  second  time     .         .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -  -  .  .  . 

the  House  amendments  concurred  in  - 
Five  Years'  Enlistments,  &c.,  a  bill  authorizing, 
for  certain  regiments,  read 
read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .         -         .         .         . 
the  Senate  refused  to  concur        ... 
Flags,  <Scc.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  provide  for  the  collection  and  pres- 
ervation of  such,  as  shall  have  been  or  may 
be  taken  from  the  enemy,  read 
read  u  second  time,  and   referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  |>a8scd      -  -  . 

Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  authorizing  the  building 
of  one  or  more,  read        .... 

read  a  second  lime,  and  ordered   to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Flotilla,   a  bill   authorizing  the  appointment  of 
certain  officers  for  the,  read     ... 
read  a  secoinl  time     -         -         .         .         . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Foreign  .Ministers,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb, 
of  Georgia,  amended  by  Mr.  (Jore.  a  com- 
mittee  was  appointed   to   request  of  the 
President  of  the    United    Mates  a   lit^t  of 
appointments   of,   made   in   the  recess  of 
the  iSenate,  Ac.       -  -         -  .  . 

Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Tail  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion tJiat  so  much  of  the  .Message  a.s  re- 
lates to,  bo  referred  to  a  select  committee 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of.  appointed     - 
Fowie,  William,  and  others,  .Mr.  (iiles  presented 
the  memorial  of,  relerred         -         .         . 
Fromenlin,  .Mr.,  appointment  of,  on  the  Library 
Committee     ----.. 

remarks  of,  on  twice  reading,  on  the   same 
day,  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo 

O. 

Gaillard,  John,  election  of,  as  President  pro  tern. 

of  the  Senate  -         -  -  .  . 

General   Land  Office,  a   rejKjrt  of  the  Coinmis- 

sioncr  of  the 

Georgetown,   I).  ('..  a  Itill  to  incorjKirafe  a  com- 
pany to  supply,  with  pure  water,  read 
read  a  second  time     -         -  .  .         . 

amended,  and  ordered  to  u.  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in  - 
a  bill  to  authorize  two  lotteries  in,  read 
read  a  second  time  ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
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Georgia  and  Mississippi,  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
under  the  act  for  the  amicable  settlement 
of  limits  between,  Ac.  read     -         -         -     612 

read  a  second  lime 613 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  -  631 
reported  with  amendments  ...     636 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  640 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  643 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments 689 

German,  Obadiah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ......     545 

Giles,  William  B.,  remarks  of,  on  twice  reading, 
on  the  same  day,  the  bill  concerning  the 
embargo         -    '     .         .         .         .      733,  734 

Girard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  me- 
morial of        -----         -     595 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -         -         -     663 

read  a  second  time,  and  relerred  -  -     676 

reported  without  amendment      ...     678 
indefinitely  po«H)oned  ....     760 

.Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition  of;  referred  666 
the  committee  made  an  adverse  report         -     684 

report  concurred  in 686 

Glover,  Stephen,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred 636 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in    -  -         -     662 

Goldsborough,  Robert  H.,ol  Maryland,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat    ...  .     544 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  bounty 

for  enlistments        .....     576 

on  presenting  the  Maryland  memorial  -     616 

Gonzales,  Don  Ramon  de  Lenares,  and  others, 
.Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of;  re- 
ferred    .......     t>44 

an  adverse  report  thereon  ....     663 

leave  granted  to,  to  withdraw  his  petition  -      677 
Gore,  Christopher,  of  .Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 546 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohil)il  importations     602 
on  the  resolutions  respecting  Executive  ap- 
j)ointments     .....      651,  742 

Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives making  iippropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  read   --...-     660 
read  a  second  time,  nnd  referred  -         -     661 

re{)orted  without  amendment      -         -         -     602 
amended,  aid  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     673 
read  a  third  time, /hd  passed  as  anunded  -     074 
Great   Britain,  a  Message  from  the   President, 
transmitting  a  correspondence  on  the  rela- 
tions  with,    ordered   to   be    printed,    and 
referred  ......     570 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  submitted  sundry  res- 
olutions requesting  information  concern- 
ing the  conduct  of,  in  certain  cases  -     648 
read  a  secoml  time     .....     657 

amended,  and  adopted        ....     659 

H. 

Hamilton,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

reaenlatives  for  the  relief  of,  read    -         -  766 
read  a  second  and  third  lime,  and  passed    •  771 
Hart,  William,  .Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  memo- 
rial of 598 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ...  .599 

indefinitely  postponed         ....  727 


Hastings.  Daniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Gore  presented 
the  petition  of;  referred  ... 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in    - 
Hay,  John  D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Hillen,  John,  and  others.  Mr.  Smith  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred 
Hillhouse,  James,  and  others,  .Mr.  Dana  present- 
ed the  memorial  of;  referred  - 
advente  report  thereon,  and  the  committee 
discharged      ...... 

Hogan,  Michael,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  compensate,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  r.mendments 
the  third  reading  negatived         ... 
Hook,  Moses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to,  read  twice,  and  referred      ... 
reported  without  amendment,  and   ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         -  .         . 

Horses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  lieprescntalives 
allowing  compensation  for,  owned  by  mi- 
litia and  volunteers,  read         ... 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed     ..... 

Horsey,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  presenting  sundry 
petitions         ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  Ex- 
ecutive appointments      .... 

remarks  of,  on  twice  reading,  on  the  same 
day.  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  -      732, 
Howell,  Jeremiah  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat    ..... 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ...... 

I. 
Illinois  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives confirming  certain  claims  to 
lands  in,  read  ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         - 

postponed  indefinitely  .... 

vote  to  postpone  reconsidered,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  %s  .amended  - 

Mr.  Fronientin  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of;  referred 

.Mr.  Bond  jirescnted  a  petition  \ii;  referred 
Importation,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  of  certain  arti- 
cles therein  mentioned,  read    .         -         - 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
so  reported     .-.--- 

read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  on  its 
passage  postponed  .         -         -         -         - 

a  motion  to  recommit  failed,  and  the  bill 
finally  passed  -         -         -         - 

Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of,  praying  payment  of  their  militia 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  concern- 
ing certain  post  routes    .... 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  concern- 
ing their  Judicial  system  -         -  - 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  protesting 
against  the  (Jovernor'<  assumption  of 
power    ...---- 
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In&na  Terrttjjry — continued.  Page, 

^a  bill  to  ^lublish  the  mode  of  laying  off  the, 

into  di^ricts,  «Scc.,  read  -         -  -     P33 

read  a  s<i'ond  time 634 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .     635 
read  a  thi'd  time,  and  passed      ...     637 
Ini^nal  Xavipation,  or*  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe, 
5     a  seleii  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
^     quire  what  furtht-r  regulations  are  neces- 
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sary  coi^cerning 

d  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
•*  resentatives  concerning,  read  -  -  . 
Xread  a  sccpnd  time,  and  referred 
ijreported  v^ithout  amendment  ... 
'^"ordered  ioja  third  nading  -  -  -  . 
^read  a  thiid  tia^e,  and  passed      ... 

Ja^ey,  Thotnts,  and  others,  Mr.  Giles  presented 
xl  the  petition  of.  (See  Columbia  Manit' 
V    faduriili^  Cornpuny.) 

JaN^s,  Sarah.'Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  peti- 

Stion  of  ;-        - 
the  comraittec  to  whom  it  was  referred  were 
'^     discharged      ...... 

Jowoals  of  C'ojigress,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
\t  Hous«'  (>f  Represrntatives  for  the  printing 
|o     and  duCribution  of  an  additional  number 

w'^     of  the.  (ic,  read 

jbread  a  secpnd  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

W    readings 

>read  a  thi^d  time,  and  concurred  in- 
jurs in  United  States'  Courts,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Dai^gett,  a  committee  was  appointed 
_  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
l^  further  'provision  by  law  relative  to 
k<the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 
^    con^ideuation  of  the  subject     .         .        . 

K. 

Ke^ucky,  Mr* Bledsoe  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  oi,  respecting  compensa- 
tion to  her  militia;  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Cofnmittee      ..... 
I31r.  B.  alrp  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  sairie,  expressive  of  their  confidence 
in  the  .^dminiftration     .... 
{Mr.  B.  a!i*j  presented  a  memorial  and  reso- 
fjj    lutions  6f  the  same,  respecting  the  line  of 
^    division  between  Tennessee  and 
'jwhich  last;  were  reterred  to  a  committee 
Rufus,  oi'  New  Vork,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat! 

remarks  o),  on  twite  reading,  on  the  same 
day,  thti  bill  conrerning  the  embargo 
KnJ^it,  Simtofi,  report  of  the  Paymaster  (j'en- 
^    eral  on  ^he  petition  oi,  referred 
Rn  bill  for  t^c  relief  of,  twice  read 
^';)rdered  to.a  third  reading  .... 


i 


flndelinitfiy  postj)oned 
^    Jacob  tiyrard. 


Ko^<,  Jacob  ii* 

La£,  Mr.  Gat 
2    navy  oR 


(See  yatiunal  Bank.) 

I'llard  presented  the  memorial  of 

Rrers  serving  on  the,  which  was 

rcferrei!  :to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 

^   fairs        \         

Ate,  B.  H  ,;a  memorial  of,  on  the  subject  of 

steam  cijgines 

I  William,  >nd  otheri^,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 

the  petition  of        - 
eferred  to  "a  comniiltee      .... 
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Lawrence,  Captain  James,  a  joint  resolution  from 

the  House  of  Representatives  relative  to 

the  brilliant  achievement  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  as  amended         .         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  concurred  in,  with  an 

amendment 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  a  certain  edition  of  the,  and  the 
distribution  thereof,  read  .         .         . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ■         .         . 
Le  Due,  .Mary  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 
Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  announcing  the  ap- 
pointment of  the,  as  Chaplain  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  .         -         .         .         - 
Lewis,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  King   presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred  .         .         . 

Library,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on 
the,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolution  for 

the 

read  three  times,  and  passed        .         .         . 

Licenses  to  Retailers,  &c.,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on,  read        -         -         -         .         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Lloyd,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred        -         .         .         .         . 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  .         .  .         . 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .         .         . 

Loan,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 

authorizing  a,  read  .         .         .         . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  .         .         . 

amendments  not  agreed  to,  bill  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed     .         .         .         .         . 

Louisiana,  .Mr.  Fromentin  presented  certain  reso* 
lutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  referred 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represe|itatives  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of,  and  Territory  of  .Missouri,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  ,         .         . 

ordered  tn  a  third  reading   -         -         .  . 

road  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

a  bill  from  the  House  ot  Representatives, 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  ascertaining 
title  to  lands  in  that  part  of,  east  of  the 
Missis.«ippi  and  Island  of  Orlean'<,  read     • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  certificates  of  confirmation  of 
claims  to  lands  in,  read  -         -  -         - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

rejMjrted  with  amendment  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amend- 
ed   
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Malcolm,  Henry,  a  bill  from   the  House  oi  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Marbury,  William  and  others,  Mr.  Worthington 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
Marbury,  Leonard,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
Marine  Corps,   a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  authorize  the  augmentation 
of  the,  read     ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
the  House  of  Representatives  concur,  with 

an  amendment  which  was  agreed  to 
Mr.  Gaillard  laid  on  the  table  a  roll  of  the 
commissioned  officers  of  the    ... 
Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  .\lexan- 
dria,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  - 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

again  called  up,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  .\irairs        .... 

Marshals,  Clerks,  &c.,  a  bill  to  lessen  the  com- 
pensation to,  read 

read  a  second  time  ..... 
referred  to  a  committee  .... 
reported   amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Maryland,  .Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  House  of  Delegates  of,  con- 
cerning the  war 

Maryland  and  Georgia,  a  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States 
of,  read  and  referred        .         .         .         - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Mason,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  speech  of,  on  the 
Embargo  bill  ..... 

on  his  resolutions,  respecting  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury      .         .         .         .         - 

Mather,  George,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       ..... 

Medical  Staff  of  the  .^rmy.  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe   the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs were  instructed  to  inquire   into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  regulations 
concerning  the        -         -         -         -         - 

MeMage,  the  President's,  at  the  opening  oi  the 
seasion  ------- 

five  hundred   copies  of  the,  ordered   to  be 
printed  ...... 

confidential,  of  the  9th  December 
Messengers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Turner  submitted 
a  resolution  to  pay  two  dollars  per  day  to 

the,  read         

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Metropolis,  (Sec  bunk  of  the.) 
Michigan  Territory,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
distressed  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
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Military  Academy,   a  bill  to   establish   an   addi- 
tional, read     ...... 

read  a  8ccon<l  time     ..... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Military  .Affairs,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee          

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,    making    appropriations 

for  the  support  of  the,  read      ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Military  Schools,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Worthington, 

the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  establishing  additional         ... 

Militia,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  sundry  resolutions 

respecting  the         ..... 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AlFairs 
Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  pay  of         -         -         -         -         - 

agreed  to,  and  referred       .         .         .         - 

on   motion   of  .Mr.  Smith,  so   much   of  the 

Message  as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to 

a  select  committee  .... 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  calling 

forth  the,  to  execute  the  laws,  &c.,  read  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

indefinitely  postponed         .         .         .         - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 

the  same  tenor,  twice  read^and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

a  bill   in   further  addition    to  the   act  more 

effectually    to    provide    for    establishing 

through   the    United    States   a    uniform, 

read       ....... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Rej)rescntatives 

with  amendment,  and  concurred  in 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Giles,  the  President  of  the 
United  Statas  was  requested  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of 
moneys  paid  to  the  .... 

Mills,  Isaac,  and  others,  .Mr.  Daggett  presented 
the  memorial  of.  referred         ... 
.Mint,  letter  from  the  Director  of  the,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury    .         .         .         - 
the  President  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted a  report  of  the  Director  of  the    - 
Missouri  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
^scntatives  for  appointing  an  additional 
judge  for  the,  read  .... 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
reported  with  amendment  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
Money  paid  into  United  States  Courts,  a  bill  di- 
recting the  disposition  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         - 
read  a  third  titne,  and  passed     .         .         . 
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,  J;C»11,  Archibald,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rcp- 
re?«i(ative«  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  re- 
ferrrif     ---.... 
reportci^  without  amendment,  and   ordereti 
to  a  third  readinf;  ..... 
[^'     read  a  t}iird  time,  and  pa^st^ed      ... 
►■Cauley,    |)anicl,  and   Samuel   Ralston,  a  bill 
from  |he  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
i     relief  of,  read  ..... 

read  a  tvcond  time,  and  referred 
ti   .reported!  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
§1   i     to  a  ttird  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
pDonald  A.  Sons,  Mr.  Smith  prei*ented  the  pe- 
ji        titioa  of,  read  ..... 

^Kenne;,  Augustus,  and  Lazel  Bancroft,  a  bill 
from  .the    House   of  Representatives   for 
the  rejief  of,  read    ..... 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
read  a  t|iird  time,  and  passed      ... 
tPherson,  Isaac,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- 

j.        mortal  oi 

K    referred  ito  a  committee       .... 
-*♦    report  of  said  committee  thereon 

\  .\. 

i 

Imtucket,  p'etition  of  the  town  and  county  of, 
referrrd  ...... 

a  bill  fut  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of,  read 
amendi;(|l,  and  committed    .... 

reported;  with  amendments  .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
TjUtional  Bajik,  petition  of  Jacob  G.  Koch,  and 
W(         other4  praying  incorporation 
^   referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
E    the  said  jcommit tee  discharged  from  the  fur- 
W  thcr  consideration  of  the  subject     . 

^jturaliiatjofi,  .Vtr.  Kromentin  otfered  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  certificates  of 
a  bill  cOiicerning  evidence  in  cases  of.  read 
read  a  si^cond  time,  and  referred 
reported:  without  amendment       ... 
r     jndefiniti'ly  postponed  .... 

^val    Estut^ishment.   appointment  of  a  select 

comnuttee  on  the 

>vigation,  %  bill   to  establish  a  system  of,  read 

Ivj,  a  bill  jrom  the   House  of  Representatives 

I    making  appropriations  for  bupport  of  the, 

:    read       ....... 

^    read  a  s(;cond  time,  and  referreil 
I?    reported  without  amendment      ... 
j^    ordered  |o  a  third  reading  ... 

I?    read  a  t)jir<l  time,  and  passed  unanimously 
Mr.  Ciailjard  communicated  a  letter  and  sun- 
dry ddcuments  from  the  Secretary  of  the, 
ordercil  to  be  printed       .... 

on  molifjn  of  Mr.  (J.,  the  Secretary  of  the, 

|i        was  directed  to  devise  and  digest  a  s^ 

»        tern   Uir   the    belter  organization   of  the, 

K        Depar'ment   -         -'       - 

?^w   England   .Mississippi  Land  Company,  on 

Jr        motiJi)  of  .Mr.   Hunter,  the   memorial  of 

r*        the,  ;viis  referrtd  to  a  select  committee    - 

jf    the  moiiiorial  ordered  to  be  printed     - 

?^w  Orleanif  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  from 

i*        the  H(,)use  of  Representatives  granting  a 

lot  of  «round  to  the,  read        ... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 
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New  York,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent 
atives  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
United  State  courts  within  the  State  of, 
read        ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      .  .  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  .  . 

Mr.   King  presented   the  memorial   of  the 
.Mayor,  Ac,  of,  referred  ... 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  a  certain 
portion  of  land  in,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and   passed     .         .         . 
Nimmo,  Henry,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ..... 
Non-importation  Laws,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for   more  efTectually  en- 
forcing the,  read     -  .  .  .  . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 

|>ostponed  to  next  session  .... 

O. 
OfTicers  of  the  .Vrmy,  the  Secretary  of  War  re- 
ported a  corrected  list  of  the  .  .  - 

P. 
Page,  Stephen,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment ;  reail  a  third 
time,  and  passed     ..... 
Parker,  Thomas,  and  otherx,    .Mr.    Lacock    pre- 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
Partial  .Vppropriations,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 
Representatives,    making    certain,    twice 
read  and  referred    -  -  .  .  . 

reported   with    amendments,    read    a    third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Patents  for  l'*«elul  Discoveries,  a  bill  in  addition 
to  t^^rt  concerning,  read      .         .         - 
read  a  s^Bhd  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
the  th!rd  reading  negativeii  ... 

Patriota,  a  bill  from   the   House  of  Representa- 
tives for  relief  of  the  owners  of  the,  read 
r«?ad  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported   without   anieiidraent,  and   ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passod      ... 
Patterson,   Robert,   and  others,  .Mr.   .Smith  pre- 
sented the  i»etition  of      - 
Pay  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the,  read     . 
read  a  second  tunc,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments      '    . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  . 
Paymaster   (Jeneral,  a   bill   to  fix   the  salary  of 
the,  &c.,  read  ..... 

referred  to  the  Military  Committee     . 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading        ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  pas-sed     - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 
Pennsylvania,  a  letter  was  presented  with  a  new 
edition  of  the  laws  of     - 
the  President  transmitted  coi>ies  of  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of     -      632 
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Pensions,  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  persons 
slain  in  public  and  private-armed  vessels, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

giving,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment       ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  and  others,  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant 
conduct  of,  read      .  .         .  .  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Pcttibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     ...... 

the  committee  discharged,    and   petition  re- 
ferred to  the  War  Department 
report  of  the   Secretary  of  War  thereon  re- 
ferred      

an  adverse  report  made       .... 

Piatt,  William,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  ofi  read      ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading        ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Pitchlyn,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  three   times, 
and  pa8!>ed     ...... 

Plater,  John  R.,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  .... 

the  committee  reported,  and  were  then  dis- 
charged ...... 

Porter,  David,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition 
of,   referred     ...... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         .... 

read  a  second  time     .  .  .         -         - 

recommitted        ...... 

reportcil  with  amendments  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

Postmaster  General,  reports  of  the,  relative   to 

clerks  and  contracts         .... 

Post  Routes,  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  praying  an  alteration  in  certain, 
in  said  Territory     .         .         .         .  - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives   to 

alter  and  establish  certain,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

read  a  thinl  time,  and  passed  as  amende<l    - 
the    House    of    Representatives    concurred, 
with  amendment    -         -         .  -  - 

President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  committee 

appointed  to  wait  on  the,  &c. 
President's  House,  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  repairing  the,  read     .... 

read  a  second  time     .         -         .         .         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Printing  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Giles  submitted   a 
resolution  respecting  the  ... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  joint  resolution  reported,  and  read    - 
read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
amended,  and  concurred  in     - 
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P«ge. 
Produce  and   .Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe,  the   Secretary   of  the    Treasury 
was  directed  to  furnish  a  digest  of  the  in- 
formation obtained  from  the  last  census,  of    573 
report  from  said  ofFicer  in   reply  -         -     576 

Promulgation   of  the    Laws,   on    motion   of  Mr. 
Horsey,   a   committee    was    appointed   to 
inquire  into  the  general,  Ac.  -         .         -     567 
Public  Buildings,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Gaillard,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 

the  state  of  the 726 

Public  Contracts,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

relating  to      -----         -     706 

Public  Journals,  Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  reso- 
lution relating  to  the  distribution  of,  which 
was  twice  read,  ordered  to  a  third  reading     630 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  -         -     633 

Public  Lands,  a  bill   from    the   House   of  Repre- 
sentatives giving  further  tune   to  purcha- 
sers of,  to  complete  their  payments,  read     626 
read  a  second  time     .....     627 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     629 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...     630 
Public  Ministers  and  Consuls,  a  report  from   the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  conformity 
with  the  act  concerning  ...     647 

Purchasers  of  Lands  in  .Mississippi  Territory,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ex- 
tending relief  to  certain,  read         -         -     736 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .     738 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  -  .     772 

Quarter  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  authorize  the  subdi- 
vision  of.  read         .....     736 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     738 

reported  with  amendments  ...     759 

read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed     774 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  with  the  House 

of  Representatives  respecting  a  .  -     537 

R. 
Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  continue  in  force  the  act   to  raise 
ten  additional  companies  of,  read     .         -     631 
read  a  second  time     .....     633 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     634 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...     635 
Ransoming  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  to  ])rohibit  the     601 
.  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -  -     602 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -     612 

the  committee  discharged  from   its   further 

consideration  .....     774 

Records,  .Mr.  Kromentin  offered  sundry  resolu- 
tions relating  to  the  establishment  of  a 
general  office  of      -  -  -  -  -     547 

aereed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -     567 

Relf,    Richard,   and   others,  Mr.   Kromentin   pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  -  -     622 
Removals,  from  one  county  or  State  to  another, 
being  one  of  .Mr.  Kromentin's  resolutions. 
(Kor  which  see  liecords,  above.) 
Retaliation,  a  .Message  from  the  President  on  the 

subject  of        -         ....         -     767 
Return  of  Vessels  to  their  own   districts,  a  bill 
from  the  House    of  Representatives   pro- 
viding for  the,  which  have  been  detained 
elsewhere  by  the  embargo,  read       -         -     628 
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I^urn  of  Vessels — continued. 
ij5    read  a  <ticond  time,  and  referred 
P[   reported  jwithout  amendment       ... 
M    read  a  thjird  time,  and  passed       ... 
FtVenue  Cutters,  a  bill  from  the  House   of  Rep- 
^/       resent^lives  granting  pensions  to  officers, 
It       6ic.,  s«irving  in,  read       .... 

read  a  second  time,  and   referred 
reporteil  ivith  amendments  ... 

;  ;  read  a  thjrd  time,  and  passed  as  amended    • 
Rli«iard3,  GoUrge,   and  others,   Mr.  Daggett  pre- 

I*       8ented:the  memorial  of,  referred 
FMcmen,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
K       lives  t(4  raise  five  regiments  of,  twice  read, 
^       and  ipjerred  --.... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  Ip  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  fhjrd  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Rj,"liert8.  Jona|than,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

V.    ■    LegisMture  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place 

fji       of  Michael   Leib,  resigned,  produced  his 

K       credentials,  &c.      ..... 

Ri'^ertson,   Catharine,  Mr.  Leib   presented  the 

i^,       petitio^  of 

Rjjney,  Csssir   A.,  Mr.  Roberts   presented  the 
fi,       memnrial  of,  referred       .... 
^he  committee  discharged  from  its  further 
■■   consid*<ration  ..... 

Rtf>t,' Ephraini,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred         ... 
Resell,  Seth,  and  Sons,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Represtntalives  for  relief  of,  read    . 
read  a  utcond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  a  tlurd  time,  and   passed     ... 

S. 
fs  at  Auctjon,  a  biU  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  amend  the  act  laying  duties 
fj  on,  re»d  ....'.. 
*4  read  a  «i»rond  lime  ..... 
^:  referred  tp  a  select  committee  .  -  - 
(i  Imported  yvithout  amendment  -  -  . 
%'■  i^ad  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
S|^dK  Joshua,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

tj    '   senlati)res  for  relief  of,  read     - 
i  ijead  a  Kcpnd  lime,  and  referred 
i  iK?ported  jvithout  amendment 
}  read  a  tti{rd  time,  and  passed      ... 
i?.  ierwhite,  Kdwin  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
V       Reprt-acntatives,  for  relief  of,  re'ad    . 
L.   Head  a  .scjond  time,  and  referred 
t  reported  with   amendments 
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ordered    to  a  third  reading 


read   a  tljird  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
gage,  Wiilium   H..  a  bill  from   the    House  of 
Reprs's^ntativess  for  relief  of,  read    - 
read  a  he^rond  lime,  and  referred 
reporteii  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  rhjrd  time,  and  passed      -  .         . 

men,  Mr.  r'romentm  submitted   a  resolution 
,    rcspecliny  the  future   employment  of 
8||iatc,  meml^ers  present   at  the  opening  of  the 
^        seconJ'session  (if  the       .  .  .  . 

^   election  of  a  President  pro  tempore  of  the 
*     adjourniuent  of  the,  to  the  last  Monday  in 

14       Octol  tr,  read 

Vnnon,  G.'<|rge,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
rebcntvtives,  for  renewal  of  a  land  war- 
rant CO;  next  ...... 
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Shannon,  George — continued. 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         . 
Shawneetown,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concerning,  read     .         .         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 
Sheep,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Robinson,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibit- 
ing by  law  the  exportation  and   transpor- 
tation of,  from  the  United  States     - 
Shotwell,  William,  «&c.,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
petition  of      -         -         -         .         .         . 
Simmons,  William,  the  petition  of,  was  presented, 
praying  an  augmentation  of  his  salary  as 
accountant,  &c.       -  -  -  .  . 

referred  to  a  committee       -         .         .         . 
Sinking    Fund,  report  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Smith,  Jonathan  S.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of,  which  was   referred  to  the 
Department  of  State        .  .  .  . 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  .Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  G.  P.  Stephenson 
Smyth.  Alexander,  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee         .         .         .         . 
the  said  committee  discharged,  and  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
a  letter  from,  laid  before  the  Senate    - 
Specie,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of,  read 
twice      --..... 
the  third    reading  negatived       .         .         . 
State,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of,  to  liqui- 
date certain  claims,  read         .         .         - 
read  a  second  time     .         -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .  .  . 

Stephenson,  George  P.,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred       .         .         .         . 
the  committee  discharged  from   its  further 
consideration  .         .         .         .         . 

Stone,  David,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  --.... 

Stothard   and   Starkcy,  .Mr.  Leib  presented  the 

%>etition  of,  referred         .         .         .  . 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 

referred  to  that  on  Foreign  Relations 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         .         .         .  . 

read  a  second  time     -         .         -         .  . 

ordered    to  a  third    reading         .          .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .  . 

Supreme  Court,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  a  library  for  the 
use  of  tilt 

a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  library 
for  the,  read  •---.. 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered    to  a  third   reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

Sun  ey  of  Coasts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the,  real 
read  a  second  time     .         .         .         .         . 
indefinitely  postponed         .         .         .         . 
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Tait,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  motion  of,  i^select  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  related  to  foreign 
aflairs    ....... 

Tatham,  William,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Giles,  the 
re[>ort  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  me- 
morial   of,  was  read,  and   referred   to  a 
select  committee     .         .        .         .        - 

said  committee  discharged,  and  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Committee     - 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 

purchase  certain  models  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     ..... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  twice  reading  a  bill 

on  the  same  day     -         .         .         .         - 

Teackle,  John,  Mr.  (Joldsborough  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretari'  of 

the  Navy 

report  of  that  officer  thereon      •         .         - 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in   - 
Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  jcferred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
amendments  adopted  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  concur 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 
the  House  of  Reproseiitatives  agree  to  the 

conference,  but  insist  on  disagreeing 
the  managers   report    modifications,   which 
were  agreed  to        -         -  -  -         - 

Thompson,  John,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of- 
Thorndike,  Israel,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  reft  rred  .         .         .         .         - 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Thornton,   William,   Mr.  Brown  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ... 

Toulmin,  Harry,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented 
petition  of      -  -         -  -  - 

referred  to  a  committee       .... 
Treasurer  of  the    United  States,  the  President 
communicated  the  general  account  of  the 
Treasury,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in 
obedience  to  law     ....      571, 
Mr.  Mason  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 
the.  Department,  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  &c.   - 
which  was  indefinitely  postponed 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  issue  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Trott,  John  S..  and  .Martin  Blake,  Mr.  G9re  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  - 

U. 

Ulmer,  George,  Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the   War  Department 

report  therefrom  referred  to  a  aelect  com- 
mittee   ..----- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
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Ulmer,  George — continued.  Page. 

read  a  second  time     .....  677 

indefinitely  postponed         ....  680 

Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Anderson  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the,  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee        .....  567 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read      ...  569 

read  a  second  time     .....  575 

recommitted       ......  .'j94 

reported  with  amendments           ...  595 

indefinitely  postponed         ....  738 

United  Brethren,  .Mr.  Giles   presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Society  of,  read,  &c.       -         -  635 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  a  report  from  the  As- 
sistant Postmaster  General  on  the  subject 
of,  referred     ......  678 

V. 


Varnum,  Joseph  B.,  election  of,  as  President /)ro 

/f/n.  of  the  Senate 

Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
authorizing  to  be  built  or  purchased  the, 
therein  mentioned,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         -         - 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  attendance 
of  the,  in  his  place         .         .         .         - 
Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  altering   the   time   for  holding  the 
district  courts  in  the  district  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported   vrithout  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     -         -         -         - 
Virginia  Military  Reservation,  on  motion  of  .Mr. 
Worthington,  the  report  of  the  Commia- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  on  the 
survey    of  the,  was   referred  to   a   select 
committee       ....-- 
Volunteer  Corps,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, authorizing  the  President  to 
retain  in  service  certain,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment       ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         *         *         '. 

W. 

Wabash,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, supplementary  to  the  act  concerning 
the  late  campaign  on  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
the  third  reading  negatived 
last  vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  postponed    - 
again  postponed  indefinitely        ... 
Walkinglon,    George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 

War,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedience  to 

law 564, 571 

Ward,  Richard,  petition  of,  read  and  referred     -     565 
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rd,  Richarvl — continueil.  PsRe- 

a  bill  for  relief  ot,  read  -  -  -         -     571 

bad  leavij  to  withdraw  his  petition       -         -     626 
(See  l^/itents  and  Useful  DtMcm-eries.) 
shinRton  |.ibrary  Company,  Mr.  Morrow  pre- 
!»'       gented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  act  of 
»J       incorporation,  referred    -  -  -  - 

.  i.>   a  bill  to  j.icorporale  the,  read 
i     read  a  M-cond  time     ..... 

'    ordered  ip  a  third  reading  .... 

J-  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
\(>ll»,  Williain  H.,  of  Delaware,  appeared,  and 
•K       took  hi>i  scat  ...... 

^  speech  of,  on  the  hiil  to\increa8e  the  !»ountv 
for  enlistments        ....'. 

lis,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  Hiu.^e  of  Kepresent- 

atives.  to  satisfy  tho  claim  of,  read  - 
read  a  »«rond  timf,  and  referred 
reported  v*ith  amfndment>  ... 

1^  the  third  reading   ncpativcJ  ... 

^^5arton,  Jcsic,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
^  ecutJ'e  of  Tennessee,  in  place  of  (i.  W. 
n      Campbfll,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 

^•'      tial«,Aj 

te,  Jonats  and  othern,  Mr.  Varnum  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred        .  .         - 
itney,  John,  and  Joseph  Dorr,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Rcpre;.entative!»  for  the  relief  of, 
read  iwice      ...... 

.,.  read  a  third  time,  and  pa.^sed 
VWlows  and  t)rphans  of  Militia,  &c.,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Keprescntatives,  supplemen- 
I       tary  to  the  act  to  provide  for,  read 
>•  read  a  ser^ond   time,  antl  referreil 
r  postponPi^  to  next  session  .... 

>;  indeiiniU'iy  postponed         .... 

V^iiamson,  jDhn    P.,  and   Samuel  Rice,   a  bill 

from  the  House  of  Representativcii,  for  rc- 

^       lief  of.  f€'ad     --.... 

M  read  a  second  time 

5  read  a  thivd  time,  and  paissed     . 
VJ  son,  Thoi/tas,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
ri      for  relicjt"  of,  read     -         .         -         .         . 
read  a  scclond  time     ..... 
read  a  tiii|d  time,  and  passed 
VS^llen  Ma.itjfactureg,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason, 
a  resoli^tion  was  adopted,  requesting  the 
Presidejit  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
be  lai<l  oefore  the  Senate  a  statement  of 
the  valijc  of,  dec. 566 


and  Nay»,  on  amending  the  Embargo  bill    .551, 
^  552,  5.53,  554 

jHon  amending  the  House  bill  concerning  the 
y\     regular  Army  .         -         .       595,  .596,  597 

%on  the  hil^  to  permit  the  tinal  deparlure  of 

i      Paul  <;ttfee,  &c. 

aon  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  impor. 
%^     tation  «}■  certain  articles  .         .      602 

'I on  the  thifd  reading  of  the  same 
[on  the  finijl  passage  of  the  bill  in  addition  to 
the  art  {illowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners, 
Ac,  of  j)ri>  ale  armed  vessels  ... 
;,ion  printinp  the  .Maryland  memorial    . 
*-|on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Dana's  resolution,  call. 
*      ing  for  '.he  nam.-s  of  .-Xmerican  prisoners 

sent  In  ^Jreat  Britain  for  trial 
I  on  ainenl'ng  the  Sill  conccrnini  limits  be- 
tween (Jeorgia  and  .Mi-ssissippi 
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Yeas  and  IS'aya — continued.  Page. 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  satisfy  the 
claim  of  Mary  VV'cUb       ....     ^37 

on  amending  the  bill  respecting  the   return 

of  vessels  to  their  own  districts  .  .     638 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn       ....     640 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

(leorgia  and  Mississippi  ...     549 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -         -     643 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  support 
of  the   .Military  establishment  .  .     664 

on  the  final  passage  ot'  the  bill  for  support 
of  the  Navy 664 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  better  organiz- 
ing, &<•..  the  Army  ....     674 

on  amending  the  loan  bill  -  .  .     675 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  .         •     675 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  enforce  the  non- 
importation act       .....     679 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Evans     .         .     683 

on  the  indefinite  i>ostponement  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  for  calling  forth  the  militia     684 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
two  lotteries  in  Georgetown,  D.  C.  -     685 

on  posti>oning  the  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional .Military  .Academy  .         >         -     690 

on  amending  the  same        •         -         -         .     690 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
the  owners  of  the  brig  Patriota         -         .691 

on  postponing  the  bill  lor  relief  of  Daniel 
McCauley  and  Samuel  Ralston        -         •     692 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  au. 
thori/.ini;  a  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal       .     723 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
orgaizatinn  of  the  I'nited  States  Courts 
in  the  district  of  .New  York     -         .         -     724 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  granting  an 

annuity  to  Mary  Cheevtrs       -         -         -     726 

on  amending  the  bill  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  certain  otlicers  for  the  tlo- 
tilla 728 

on  amending  the  bill  for  supplying  George- 
town with  pure  water 


oa>amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo 
49lhf  final  pa.s8age  of  the  same 


of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

the  bill  for 

to  the  act 


on  the  final  passagi 

Israel  Thorndike     - 
on  indefinite  postponement  ot 

relief  of  Stephen  (iirard 
on  amending  the  bill  in  addition 

for  calling  forth  the  militia 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  samu 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  establish 

the  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  War  and 

.Navy  Departments  .  .  .         . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 

the  exportation  ot  specie         -         .         . 
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A. 

Accountant  of  the    War  Department,  a  bill  to 
augment  the  compensation  of,  read  twice 


and  committed 
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Acrounta,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit. 

tec  of iSl 

Actual  Settlers,  sundry  (tetitions  presented,  pray- 

ing  donations  of  land  to,  referred     .  -     S55 

.Adams,  John  Cjuincy,  corres{x>ndence  of,  with 

the  Secretary  of  State     ....   2089 

Additional  Rifle  Corps.   (See  Riflemen.) 

Additional  Appropriations  for  the  service  of  1814, 

a  bill  making,  twice  read,  «Slc.         .         .  2014 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...  2025 

returned  from  the  Senate  with    important 

amendments,  and  referred  to  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means        ....  2027 

amendments  rejected  ....  2030 

Admirals,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson,  the  Com. 
mittee  on  Naval  Alfairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of      -         -         -  1502 

Advances  of  Money  by  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Eppes,  amended  on  the  suggestion  of  .Mr. 
.Macon,  a  resolution  was  adopted  respect- 
ing          981 

\  tlie  Speaker   laid   before   the  House  sundry 

papers  from   the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, relating  to  .  -         -  -         -1133 

Agents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  .McLean,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing, in  rases  where  Commissioners  «»f 
Loans  are  not  appointed  ...   11,50 

a  bill    authonzing   the  appointment  oi.   for 

paying  military  pensions,  twice  read         -    1928 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   iy32 

Alexander,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on   the   bill    to  raise 

three  regitnents  of  riHriiien     ...   1163 

.\llen,  Captain  John,  deposition  of,   relating    to 

the  condu.-t  of  the  enemy,  Ac.         .         .  2292 

.Alston,  .Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  remarks  ol,  on 

.Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolution        .         -     897 
on    the    resolution    respecting    a    National 

Bank 1^62 

on  the  resolution  concerning  Treasury  notes   1953 

.American  .Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McKim,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  lav  before  the  House  a 
digest  of,  &c.  .         .         .         .         y   935 

.Anderson,  Jasper,  ou  motion  oi  Mr.  NeLson,  the 
committee  on  the  petition  of,  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding for  olFiccrs,  &c.,  entitled  to  l»ounty 
lands      -         -         -         -         -         -        '-1150 

Anderson,  Joseph,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  &c.   1913 

Archer,  Mr.,  report  of,  on  the  subject  of  interest     7'.>2 
remarks  of,  on  the  .Maryland  memorial         -   121S 

Armed  Vessels,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  burwell,  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Allans  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aulhori/iiig  an  ailtiitional  number  of         -     796 

Army  of  the  I'niteJ  Statt-s,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  better  organizinu,  paying,  and 
supplying  the           ....          -    1697 
read  twice,  and  committed           -         -          -    1771 
reported   with   amendments,   read,  and    re- 
ferred      1*^36 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   -  -  -  -    1865 

read  a  third  time,  ami  pas.sed  as  amended    -    1866 
the  Senate  concur  in  some,  and  disagree  to 
other  amendments  ....   H'^S 


Army  of  the  United  States — continued.  Page* 

the  House  recede  from  all  except  the  six. 

teenth,  on  which  they  insist    ...   1893 
a  conference  asked,  and  agreed  to        •         .   1923 
the  report  of  the  managers  adopted     .         -   1924 
Army  Contractors,  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  sub- 

mitted  a  resolution  concerning  •         -    1232 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -    1233 

the  committee  authorized  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers      .....    1238 
report  of  the  committee  laid  on  the  table     .  2005 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  a  letter  from  the  acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  tf  tabular 

digest  of 1009 

-Attorney  General,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  reso- 
lution requiring  the,  to  keep  his  office  at 
the   seat  of  Government  during  the  ses 
sions  of  Congress  .....     852 

agreed  to-         -         -         -         -         -         -     853 

a  bill  establishing  the  permanent  residence 
of  the  seat  of  Government,  read  twice,  and 
committed      -  -  -  -  •         -1115 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2024 

B. 

Bainbridge,  Captain  William,  letter  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy    ....  2132 

Baker.  Ensign  Isaac  L.,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 

to  General  Winchester  ....  2315 

Balfour,  Robert,   a   prisoner,    a    correspondence 

concerning     ......  2237 

Bank  of  the  MetrojK)li.«,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the 

petition  of  the,  referred  ....   1058 
a  bill  to  establish  the,  read  twice,  Ac.         -    1773 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  .Mr.  Reed  sub- 
mitted a  resolution    to    inquire    into  the 
number  of      -----         -  1283 

adopted,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
directed  to  report    .....    1284 

report  in  obedience  to  the  resolution     -  -    1587 

Barclay,  Colonel  Thomas,  British  Commissary 
of  Prisoners,  correspondence  of,  with  Gen- 
eral Mason 2105,2112 

Barker,  Joseph,  and  others,  .Mr.  Pickering  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  -         -     812 

Barlow,  Joel,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Rus- 
sell and  others 2074 

Barnaby,  Richard,  deposition  of,  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland  -         -         -  2290 

Barnett,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  Tur- 

reau  letter 904 

on  the  resolution  concerning  Treasury  notes  1950, 

1952 

Barrie,  Captain  Robert,  correspondence  of,  with 

General  Robert  B.  Taylor       -         -         -  2238 

Bassett,  Burwell,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Ep{>e8,  the 
petition    of,    contesting     the    election    of 
Thomas   M.    Bayly,   was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  ....     805 
report  of  said  committee  thereon  -         -  1202 

Baylies,  .Mr.,  remarks  of.  on  the  resolution  re. 

specting  the  coasting  trade      -         -         -   1050 
on  the  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 

inhabitants  of  Nantucket  -  -  -    1121 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...    1652 

Bayly,   Thomas  M.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  -  -  -  -  -     791 

remarks  oU  on  .Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
tion       ....---     897 
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^yly,  ThcrrjM  M. — continued  Papp. 

report  ol*  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the 

righ;  of,  to  his  scat  ....   1202 

said  re^Kirt  confirming,  in  his  seat,  adopted   1334 
(all,  Mr.,  uij  motion  of.  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lainds  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  attaching  certain  lands 
to  the  xlistrict  of  Canton,  in  Ohio    -  -     789 

ill,  Wm.  iJent,  report  on  the  petition   of,  rc- 

ferreil  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     -   1434 
isley,  K,  (i.,  corrt!spondence  of,  with   Alex- 
ander McLeay  and  others        -         .         .  2224 
lumarcbaif,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwcll,  all  the 
papers- in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of,  were  re- 
ferred lo  the  R-voIutionary  Committee    - 
♦  i    said   committee   were    discharged,   and   the 
Q       case  r«ferred  to  a  select  committee  - 
^  report  of  the  last  mentioned  committee 
I4  irkwith,  S^iilney,  C^uartcrmaster  General  of  the 
J.        Briti^tf  forces   in   the  Chesapeake,  letter 
from,    to    Brigadier    General    Taylor,    at 

Norfolk 

respecting   the 


Page. 


1201 

1471 
1870 


i331 


W^nard,    Lonis,   depQsition    of, 
jrt       massacre  of  a  prisoner     - 

Welc  w,  .Mr.,  speech  of,  on  .VIr.  Webster's  amend- 
'j       menl  to  Mr.  Roberts's  resolution 
||  rcmarkj  of,   on   the   bill   concerning   Nan- 
tucket     


If 
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2313 

906 

1117 
1274 


8jH>ech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  .         -         .         - 

►e   Lights.   Mr.  Law   submitted   a   resolution 

respecting  the  use  of,  as  signals  to  the 

.-,        enemy!  -         -         -         -         - 

T:  |he  resi'l^tion  laid  on  the  table   - 

BjjVritler,  Lieiitenant  Colonel,  Charles  G.,  troops 

^   ;    of  the  J4th  regiment  embarked  under 

Ifijd,  Shadraf^k,  delegate  from  Illinois  Territory, 

1^   :    appearj;d.  and  took  his  seat      ... 

^j4ing  of  Libelled   Goods,  a   bill   concerning, 

3   ;    read  Iv  ice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

1^  read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

""  ^ne,  Danii'i,  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 

of,  committed  ..... 

teferred  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to 

report  |i  bill 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
a  third. reading        ..... 

read  a  thjrd  *ime,  and  passed      ... 

jlird,  Antoine,  dep<jsition   of,   respecting   the 

^       massaexe  of  an  American  prisoner  - 

B^inty  to  owners,  &c..  of  private  armed  vessels, 

^       a  bill  from  the  Senate  in   addition    to   the 

vc       act  aliuwing  a         -         -         -         -         . 

JS».  twice  read,  and  referred       .... 

jt   reported    with  amendments         ... 
a-  referred  tci  another  committee     ... 
J]  deported,  amended,  and  ordered   to   a   third 
.    reading  ...... 

read  a  tbitrd  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
the  Senate  concurred,  with  an  amendment  -   1850 

1870 
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1128 

2509 
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1132 
1134 

805 
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823 
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1199 
1229 
1251 
1797 

1802 
1807 


and  the  House  agreed  to  the  amendment 
^rr.  Dr.  Gpstavus  M.,  letter  from,  relating  to 


the  conduct  of  the  enemy  after  the  disas- 
ter at  J'renchtown  -         -         .         .  2320 
'{^ers  John  ,.\L.  of  New  York,  election  of,  con- 
tested l>y  Isaac  Williams,  jr.    -  -         -     789 
port  of  jhe  Committee  of  Elections  declar- 
ing, no|  entitled  to  his  seat,  concurred   in     801 
British;  brig,  account  of  the  capture  of     -  2550 
1  «9d,  Mr.,  of  ^N.  V..  appeared,  and  took  his  seat     789 


Bradbury,  George,  of  .Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
coasting  trade         -         .         .         . 
Bradford,  Charles,  deposition   of,  respecting  the 

conduct  of  the  enemy  on  the  river  Raisin  2328 

Bradley,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of,  on   intro. 

ducing  a  resolution  concerning  the  fail. 

ures  of  our  northern  armies     ... 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Troup 

on  the  resolution  concerning  Army  contrac. 

tors         --..-.. 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo       ... 

Breckenridge,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ----.. 

Brevard,  Joseph,  a  bill  for   relief  of,   read   three 

times,  and  passed   -         -         .         . 
Bricks   and    Brick   Clay,  manufactures  of,   and 

from 

Brigham,  Elisha,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  .---.. 
speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments   . 
Burrows  and  .McCall,  Lieutenants,  a   resolution 
from  the  Senate   relative   to  the   brilliant 
achievements  of,   twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment       ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Burwell,  .Mr.,  on   motion   of,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  an  ad. 
ditional  number  ot  armed  vebsela     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  giving  an  in- 
creased bounty  on  prisoners,  <Scc.     - 


789 


-   1052 


819 
821 

1232 
1983 

796 


-  2010 


2626 

784 
1060 


818 
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Cahoon,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1588 
twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1689 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted   1695 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -         .         .    1958 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2003 
Calhoun,  J.  C,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 783 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  Mr. 
.  Webster's  resolution       ....     §28 

on  furloughs  to  Army  officers     -         -         -     870 
on  .Mr.  Hanson's  resolution  respecting  Tur- 
reau's  letter    ......     ggo 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Hanson       .         -         -      893,  898 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments    -         -     930 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  five  years'  enlist- 
ments     994 

remarks  of,  on  the  Naval  Establishment  -  1012 
on  the  right  of  expatriation  -  -  1097,  1098 
on  the  resolution  respecting  blue  lights  .  1127 
concerning  the  Niagara  frontier  .         -   1141 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  Mary- 
land memorial         .....    1221 
remarks  of,   in   explanation         ...   1227 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the 

bill 

in  rejily  to  .Mr.  Grosvenor  . 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill 
on  the  bill  lo  repeal  the  embargo 


riflemen 

-  1261 

-  1262 

-  1673 
1962,  1983, 


1989,  1990 
remarks  of,  on  the   bill   to   prohibit   the   ex* 
portation  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bu|. 
lion 2012,2013 
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Campbell,  Charles,   Mr.   Findley   presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  .... 

Canadas,  Mr.  Gaston  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  inexpediency  of  prosecuting 
military  operations  against  the 
the  motion  to   consider  was   negatived 
Cannon,  Moses  N.,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 
enemy,  &c.    --.... 

Canton  District,  Ohio,  on  motion   of  Mr.  Beall, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
attaching  certain  lands   to   the 
a  bill  to   that  efl'ect   twice  read,  and   com- 
mittrd    ----... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Caperton,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ...... 

Castille,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
committed      ..... 

Castlereagh,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 
Russell  ...... 

a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
Cathcart,   Lord,  copy   of  a   letter   from,  to   the 

Count  de  Nesselrode        ... 
Chandler,   F.  B.,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  enemy,  <Si:c.       ... 

Chandler,  John,  Brigadier  General,  letter  from, 

to  Major  (Jeneral  Dearborn 
Chaplains,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate    for    ap. 

pointing  two,  concurred  in       - 
Chappelt,  John  G.,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat     -         -         .         -         - 
Chauncey,    Commodore    Isaac,    correspondence 
of,  with  Sir  James  L.  Yeo       -         -         - 
letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy     - 
Chcevers,  Mary,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1132 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole         -   113  5 
the  adverse  re(>ort  disagreed  to,  and  the  Com- 
n'  raittee    on    Pensions    and    Revolutionary 

Claims  ordered  to  report  a  bill  for  relief  of  1371 
a  bill   granting    an   annuity   to,  read  twice, 

and  committed         .....    1 767 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1859 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1863 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments   1961 
read,  and  coiuurrcd  in        -         -         -  -    1985 

Chemical  Preparations,  manufacture  of      -         -  2ri25 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Coin[)any,  Mr. 
Ingcrsoll  presented   the    pftition   of  the, 
referred  ...... 

report  of  the  committee  thereon 
bill  to  authorize  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
the,  twice  read,<SLC.  .... 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

bill  referred  to  a  select  committee    . 
said  committee  also  discharged  ... 
Cheves,   Laiigdon,  election   and   address   of,  as 

Speaker  

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ... 

Chittenden,  Martin,  GoTernor  of  Vermont,  Mr. 
Sharp  submitted  resolutions  declaring, 
guilty  of  an  infraction  of  the  laws,  and 
requesting  the  President  to  cause  prose- 
cution to  be  in.-tituted  against  him 
the  resolution  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table  - 
Choctaw  Nation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and   Manufac- 

13tli  Con.  Isl  &.  2d  Skss.— c 
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Choctaw  Nation — continued  Page 

lures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  hospital  some- 
where in  the  -  -  .  .  .    1093 
Christmas,  a  motion  of  Mr.   Nelson,  to  adjourn 

lor  a  week  at,  was  negatived  ...  805 
Claims,  appointment  of  standing  committee  of  784 
Claims  of  States  for  moneys  advanced  formihtia, 

report  on  the  subject  of  -         .         .         .   1588 
Clark,  John,    Midshipman,   .Mr.   Lovett  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning  the  death  of  1329 
a  resolution  to  present  a  sword  to  the  near- 
est male  relation  of,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ...   1234 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...   1234 
Clarke,  James,  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and  look 

his  seal 790 

Clarke,  Dennis,  the  report  in  favor  of,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  with  in- 
structions to  bring  in  a  bill     -         .         .   1864 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  reiid        ...   1876 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1877 
Clason,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of    935 
twice  read  and  referred       ....     980 
reported  with   amendmenU,  read  and  com- 
mitted     1114 

the  amendments  reported  agreed  to    -  -    1879 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -   1882 
Claxton,  Thomas,  Doorkeeper,  petition  of,  to  be 

allowed  an  assistant        ....   1931 

a  report  on  the  petition  laid  on  the  table     -   1958 
two  dollars  per  diem  allowed  to  an  assistant  2005 
Clav,  Henry,  (Speaker,)  remarks  of,  on    the  ex- 
pediency of  appointing  a  committee    on 
that  portion  of  the   Message  relating  to 
cruisers,  &,c.  .....     785 

address    and    resignation    of,    and    vote    of 

thanks  lo 1057 

Clerk's  OfTice,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Archer  a  com. 
mitlee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
slate  of  the,  and  report  therein  -         -    1058 

report  of  the  same 1195 

authority    given    to    employ    an    additional 

assistant  ......    1589 

Clerks  in  the  two  Houses,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate lo  fix  the  compensation  of  the  -         -   1934 
twice  read,  and  committed  ...   1935 

laid  on  the  table 2010 

read  a  third  lime,  and  paiNsed      ...  2030 
Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared   and  took 

his  scat  ......     783 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  2000 
Coasting  Trade,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  sub. 

milted  sundry  resolutions  respecting  the     938 
Mr.  King  submitted  another   on  the  same 
subiect,  which  Uie  House  agreed  to  con- 
sider     -         - 1049 

and  after  consideration  adopted  -         -   lOS'l 

.Mr.  Wood,  of  Ma.<sachusctts,  also  submitted 

a  resolution  on  the  same  subject       -  -    1877 

Cochran,  Robert  C,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of     -----         -   1865 

concurred  in  by  the  House  ...    1869 

;  Cockburn,    Rear    Admiral,   correspondence    of, 

with  Commodore  Charles  Stewart  -  2'-:53 

1  Collectors  of  Customs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crouch, 
the  Coimnittee  of  W'ays  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the   compensa- 
tion paid  to  -  -         -         .         .         -     818 
report  from  said  committee  ...  1957 
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Gambia  Maftufacturmg  Company,  the  petition 
ET    of,  refcrird  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 

^      trict  oM'olumbiu 1864 

*j  a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 

«      mittcd 1934 

C  reported,  ^nd  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  2010 
rt  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         -         -  2015 
C'Jfimerce  and  .Manulacturea,  appointment  of  the 

^      8tandin^f  committee  of    -         -         -         -     184 
Commissioner  of  Loan^,  of  Maryland,  a   report 
^        on  the  e:xpedienry  of  increasinsf  thecom- 
ti      pensatian  allowed  to  the  -         -         - 

CJjpDiissions  granted  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
#3  the  re pv)rt  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
\i  '  relation ito  .-.-.. 
C<fc>i»ittee  of  Ifilections,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachu- 
^  ,  setts,  catlled  up  a  resolution  submitted  by 
2  >■  ,  him  in  June  la.it  for  the  appointment  of 
the,  by  pallot  ..... 

[the  resoiulion  wa?  negatived      ... 
Iipulsory  fte«vice  of  impressed  Americans,  &c. 
Docurnijnls  accompanyinsj  the  President's 
Message,  showing   the   manner  in  which 
war  is  Waged  by  the  enemy    ... 
istock,  Mt-,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encour- 
age enlistments       .         .         .         .         . 
on  the  ifKJolutions  concerning  the  coasting 
r<j      trade    '  r 
C\^1|Cord,  IS'.  H.,  Mr.  Webster  presented  the  pe- 
;.»;      tition  (it  the  inhabitants  of,  on  the  subject 
J^       of  distilled  spirits,  referred 
CSindict,  Mr.,  pi  New  Jersey,  made  aSeportfrom 

^  the  Coipmittrc  of  Rc-yisal,  &c. 
Cfiagress,  Mr.;.Macon  submitted  a  resolution  for 
g  the  adjc^urnment  of,  on  the  seventh  March 
^  next  ;--..-.. 
Oi  amended  by  chan;<ing  the  day,  and  referred 
\  to  a  joifit  committee  .... 
lieport  of  iaid  committee  fixing  the  eleventh 
April,  concurred  in  -  -  -  . 
the  Senate  "concurred  with  an  amendment  - 
i^  the  eighld'enlh  April,  fixed  by  the  Senate, 
?*'       agreed'  to        -  -  -  -  .  . 

Jr  5  bill  fiii*ng  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of,  twi<-p  read 
laid  on  '.lie  table  -  .  -  .  . 
^.  the  day  ajtered  to  last  Monday  in  October, 
C  and  thei  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
\  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Cljjislitutioii,  Mr.  Pickens  submitted  a  resolution 
1^  to  amend  the  ..... 
w,  referred  \<j  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

resolution;  disagreed  to  .... 
Mr.  Jaclisbn,  of  Virginia,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution tio  amend  the  .  .  .  - 
referred  t^  a  Coinniittce  of  the  Whole 
^4  Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  of  the 
W  LegisL-t^ture  of  Tennessee,  proposing  an 
rj  ainendiuent  to  the,  committed  to  the  Com- 
|P  mittes;  of  the  Whole  .... 
(^tingent  E<pen^:es,  the  President  transmitted 

^       an  aocidunt  of  the 

('-/(itfOversieM   between    States,   Mr.   Desha  pre- 

sonteij  a   memorial  of  the    Legislature  of 

Kentucky  on  the  subject  of     - 

referred  ^i^  the  Judiciary  Committee    - 

a  billprrtrribing  the  mode  of  deciding,  twice 

•    read,  jnd  committed        .... 
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Page. 
Cooper,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  .Militia  Laws  wei"e  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  exi)ediency  of 
making  provision  for  paying  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  called  out  to  defend  the 
several  States.  Ac.  ....     797 

Cooper,  Captain,  letters  from  to  the  Lieutenant 

Governor  of  Virginia      ....  2338 
Copper  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed    to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the.  of  the  United 

States 1860 

a  report  that  it  was   inexpedient,  concurred 

in 1877 

Costs,  6lc.,  in    United  States  Courta,  on  motion 
of  .Mr.  Pitkin,   the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  concerning  the     801 
Cotton,  remarks  on  the  growth  and  manufacture 

of 2605 

Courtney,  John  T.     (See  Harrison,  Samuel.) 
Coxc,  Tench,   letter  from,  to  the   Secretary   of 
the  Treasury  or.   the  subject  of  manufac- 
tures, &c.    ' 2572 

Crawford,  William  H.,  the  President  transmitted 
the  correspondence  of,  with  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  AH'airs  .  -  -  1047 
papers  touching  the  reception  of,  in  France, 
transmitted  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  2096 

(Jrawford,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -   1370 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    1433 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  a.mendment   1773 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  I'ublic  Lands    1798 
the  nmendment  concurred  in      -         -  -   1804 

Creighton.  .Mr.,   submitted   a  resolution  on   the 

subject  of  paying  the  militia    -  -  -     980 

Crimes  against  the   United  Stiites,  on  motion  of 
Mr.   Ingersoll   the   Judiciary    ('ommittee 
were  instructed  to  in(]uire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  [)roviding    more   etVectually  for 
the  punishment  of  ....     805 

Criminal    Intercourse   with  the   Enemy,    IS'aval 

(icneral  Order  on  the  subject  of      -  -  2544 

Crouch,    Edward,   of  Pennsylvania,   elected    to 
supply  the   place   of  .Mr.   (Ironinger,  re- 
signed, appeared,  was  qualified,  Ac.  -     782 
Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

read  twue      -         -         -         -         -         -   1957 

read  a  th.rd  time,  and  passed      ...  2003 
Cruisers  of  Powers  at  war  with  our  enemy,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  CLiy  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed on  so   much  of  the   .Message   as 
relates  to        -----  -     785 

Crutchfield,  Major,  letter  from,  to  Governor  Bar- 
bour, of  Virginia    .....  2338 

Cull'ee,  Paul,  (a  colored  man,)  .Mr.  Wheaton  pre- 
senteil    the   petition   of.  which  was    read, 
and    referred   to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and^Ianufaclures  ...     861 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  de- 
parture   of,  with    vessel,    Ac,    to    Sierra 
Leone    ...-.--   1150 
read  twice,  and  referreil      -         -         -         -1195 

report  of  the  committee   thereon  ordered  to 

be  printed 1265 

the  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived           -    1881 
Culpeper,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expa- 
triation   1096 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...   1358 
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Cumberland  Road,  the  President  transmitted  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject  of  the      .... 

Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified  and 
took  his  seat 

Cutler,  Jervis,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 
committed      ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Cutta,  Tkomas,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  debated  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  and  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims  - 

D. 

Dale,  Commodore,  a  bill  for  relief,  of  twice  read, 
and  committed       ..... 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Dardin,  Amey,  on   motion  of  .Mr.  Gholson,  the 
petition  of,  presented  in  1 804,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on   Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims  -         -         -         -         . 
Daachkoff,  Mr.  de,  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

State 

Davis,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  ...... 

Dawson,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,   the  standing  com- 
mittees were  appointed  .  .  -  - 
the  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Eppcs 
resolutions  of  respect           .... 

the   Speaker  was  instructed   to   inform  the 

Executive  of  Virginia  of  the  death  of     - 

Dawson,    John,    deposition  of,    respecting     the 

massacre  of  prisoners      .... 

Dearborn,  .Major  (ieneral,  correspondence  of, 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  ... 
Debt  of  the  United  states,  the  Speaker  laid  before 
the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  transmitting  a  revised  state- 
ment of  the 

Defence,  facts  relating  to  such  manufactures  as 
are  useful  or  necessary  to         -  -         - 

Depredations  by  Soldiery,  Mr.  Pickering  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning     .  -         - 
referred    to  the  Committee  on    Military  .Af- 
fairs      ....... 

Desha,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  rifle- 
men        

remarks  of.  on  the  petition  of  the  Moravians 
on  his  motion  respecting  the  iasueol  Treas- 
ury Notes      .-..-- 
Destitute  and  distressed  .\merican   Seamen,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
piiying  the  transportation  of    - 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
make  an  additional   allowance  to  owners 
of  vessels  for  bringing  home,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third    reading         .         .         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Digest  of  Manufactures,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  a      - 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  to  amend   the  seventh  section 
of  the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a,  twice  read, 
Ac.        ....... 

reported  without   amendment,   and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 
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Direct  Tax — continued.  Page* 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     855 
Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee   respecting    a   more 
equitable  distribution  among  the  States  of 
the,  referred 1186 

Disabled  Ofllcers,  Soldiers,  Marines,  Ac,  Mr. 
Ingersoll  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing a  provision  for  ....     795 

District  Attorney  of  New  York,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sherwood,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  amount 
of  fees  and  p)erquisites  to  the  -         -     936 

District  of  Columliia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  for  the      ....     784 

Documents,  on   motion  of  .Mr.  Rhea,  the   Com- 
mittee on    Post   Oflices  and   Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  members  to  frank 
certain  ......      786 

a   bill  to  that  eiTcct,  read  three  times,  and 

passed 787 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  all  printed,  or- 
dered to  be  numbered,  Ac.      ...     790 

Domestic  Distilled  Liquors,  a  bill   to  change  the 

tax  on,  was  indefinitely  postponed  -         -  2011 

Doyle,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed      ......   1434 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  over       ......    1876 

Duties  and  Drawbacks,  the  Speaker  laid  before 
the  House  a  letter  from  the  acting  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  1007 

Duties  on   Domestic  Spirits,   the  committee   to 
whom  the   subject  was  referred   reported 
the  inexpediency  of  altering  the  act  con- 
cerning   1878 

Dyes  and  Paints,  digest  of  the  manufacture  of  -  2590 

E. 

Earle,  Elias,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 805 

Earthquakes,  Mr.  Hempstead  presented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  .Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, praying  Congress  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  sufferers  by  the  late,  referred  1534 
Elections,  appointment  of  the  Committee  of  -  786 
Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate    making,    the    port   of  entry    for 

Camden 1946 

read  three  times,  and  passed       ...  1946 

j  Ellis,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice         -   1245 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...         -   1695 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1697 

Ely,  Williiim,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ......     784 

Embargo,  .Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  to 

suspend  the 1770 

a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  repeal  or 
modification  of  the  ....   1798 

.Mr.  Gaston  submitted  a  resolution  to  repeal 

the 1867 

the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  re- 
ported a  bill  to  repeal  the,  which  was 
twice  read       ...  .         .  1947 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -    1948 

reported  to  the  House  after  much  debate     -    1983 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley  the  third  section 
was  struck  out  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  1984 
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2032 


Erfiargo — co  ftanueJ.  ?«(?«• 

i^oti  which  tjie  House  reluscd  to  concur  -  1986 
jordercd  lo  n  third  reading  -  -  -  -  2000 
{read  a  thuij  time,  and  passed  ...  2001 
trefurned  irfm  the  JSenate  with  amendments  2011 
/;the  amendiyients  of  the  Senate  agreed  to  -  2014 
J^  confidenlial  Message  from  the  President 
11  rrcommcfiding  an  immediate  -  -  - 
deferred  to  jhe  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 

f)    tions      - 

i)iben  follow;  the  proceedings  on  the  bill  lay- 

\:k    ing  an   -; 

tO  (t<ert  Secret  Proceedings.) 

En^tments,  a  tiill  for  encouraging,  Ac,  in  the 
*  j     regular  army,  read  twice,  6cc, 
f.rppoTted  with  aiiicndmonts,  and  ordered  to 

*|    a  third  reading 

*jre<ad  a  third  time 

\\\id  after  long  debate  passed       ... 
Plumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
laiendmeots  disagreed  to  - 
he    Senate    insist    and    ask    a  conference, 

which  i-  igreed  to  - 
eport  of  ihf  managers  of  said  conference    - 
he  report  concurred  in       -  -         -  - 

Srprise,  Bri^,  account  of  the  engagement  of 
the,  wirh  and  capture  of  the  British  brig 
Boxer    .---... 
jfs,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  reso- 
utions  .-.-... 
ji)n  the  partial  appropriation  bill 
w  the  restitution  respecting  blue  lights 
peech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  Mary- 
land memorial         ..... 

II  the  loan  bill  -  -         .         .         . 

n  the  National  Bank        .... 

emarks    .>t,   on    the    resolution    respecting 
Treasu'v  notes       ..... 

n  reply  tf>  Mr.  Bassett       .... 

n  the  bill  fixing  the  lime  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress       .... 

ErS"s  in  desiguating  tracts  of  Land,  the  Com- 
mittee Oil   Public   Lands  were  instructed 
;1     to  inquirr  into  the  expediency  of  making 
^     provision:  by  law  for  .... 

Ea  bill  to  tfu:t  efTect  re]>orted,  and  indefinitely 
J     postponed      ...... 

Estates  lor  llrO  current  year,  the  Speaker  laid 
^     before  the  House  a  letter  from   the  Sec- 
J^     retary  of_  the  Treasury  enclosing  his 
Evfis,  David  la,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 
and  look  his  seat    -         -         -         .         . 
Evglis,  Oliver,  ft  report  on  several  petitions  re- 
lating tithe  patint  rights  of - 
Mr.  Fisk  presented   sundry   petitions  of  a 
similar  character     .  -         .         -  . 

bill  to  expend  the  time  of  the  patent  right 
of,  read  ttvice,  &.o.  .... 

apers  reliUng  to  the  patent  right  of  - 

rtation  o)   jSpecie.  n  letter  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury,  troin  the  presidents  of 

banks  iitiBaltimore,  recommending  a  law 

prohibiuiig  the        ..... 
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850 

1127 

1223 
1269 
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803 
1957 

1058 
792 
856 

1248 

1471 
265.1 

2650 


^rc  of  our  .Vnns,  iLc.,  Mr.  Bradley  submit- 
ted a  ri-*i,'!ution  fur  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the;  causes  of  the,  on  the  northern 
frontier  ;...-.. 
^agreed  to.  t\nd  a  committee  appointed 
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Failure  of  our  Arms — continued.  Page. 

the  President  transmitted  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  -  1202 

a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Miller  on  the 

subject  of,  was  rejected  -  .  -  .  2030 

documents  relating  to  the,  transmitted  by  the 

President 2353 

Fanning,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of.  read  twice, 

and  committed 1123 

reported   without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....   1433 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1435 
Farmer,  Thomas,  .Mr.  Jackson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred     -  -  -  -  -     812 
Farmers'  Bank   of  Alexandria,  a  bill   to  extend 

the  charier  ot,  read  twice,  «&c.  -         -    1187 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  tJeorgetown, 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  &c.      1836 
Farrow,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  remarks  of,  on 

furloughs  to  the  army     ....     869 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments,  dec.     -     930 

on  the  resolutions  concerning  the  coasting 

trade 1052 

on  the  right  of  expatriation         ...    1098 

on  the  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 

people  of  .\antucket        -  -  -  -    1115 

on  Mr.  Hanson's  motion  relative  totheTur- 

reau  letter      ......    1130 

speech  of,  on  the  Vazoo  claims   -         -  1850,  1895 

remarks    of,  on   the  resolution  respecting  a 

.National  Bank 1954 

on  the   bill   to   prohibit   the  exportation    of 
specie.  &c.      -  --  -  -  -2017 

FergUEon.    Ifugh,    .Mr.  Ingersoll   presented  the 

petition  of.  referred  -  -  -  -     812 

Finances,  report  from  the  Treasury  Department 

on  the  >tate  of  the.  referred     ...     876 
Findley,   Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
appoint   the    Committee  of  Elections  by 
ballot 783 

on  Mr.  Sharp's  resolution  -  -  -  -     861 

on  postponing    Mr.  Jackson's  resolution   to 
amend  the  Constitution  ...  1198 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...   1334 

re;narks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  a  Na- 
tional Bank 1942 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress      .....   19.^9 
Fine  Arts  and  Sciences,  eflect  of  the,  on  the  im- 
provement of  manufactures     ...  2633 
Fire  Insurance  Company  in  .Alexandria,  a  bill  to 

incorporate  the,  read  twice,  Ac.       -  -    1046 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  eflect       -   1433 

read  twice  and  conimilted  ...    1435 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  .....    1767 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  as  amended    -    1799 
Fishbury,    .Massachusetts,   Mr.    Reed   presented 

the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of         -    1695 
Fisheries,  benefits  resulting  to  the,  from   manu- 
factures   2597 

Fisk,   Mr.,  of  .\ew  York,  presented  the  petition 

of  Isaac  VVilliiuiis  jr..      ....     789 

remarks  ot',  on    the  resolution  to  appoint  a 

Lieutenant  (Jenr-ral  ....     858 

on    Mr.    King's   resolution    respecting    tho 

coasting  trade  ....  -    1049 

on  the  resolution  respecting  blue  lights       -   1127 

on  the  motion  to  inquire   concerning  Tur- 
rau's  letter 1128 
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Fisk,  Mr.* — continued.  Page  I 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  three  regiments  I 

of  riflemen     -         -         -         -         -         -   1157  i 

remarks  of,  on  submitting  a  resolution  con-  ' 

cerning  army  contractors         -         -         -   1231  j 
on  the  National  Bank         ....   1863 

on  the  motion  concerning  Treasury  notes  -   1953 
Fisk,  .VIr.,  of  Vermont,  made  a  favorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Isaac   Williams,  jr.     792 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharp's  resolutions         -     880  i 
on  furloughs  to  the  army    -         -         -         -     878 

on  .Mr.  Wright's  resolution         ...     883 
on  the  bdl  to  encourage  enlistments    -         -     934  , 
on  the  right  of  expatriation         ...   1096 
on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  bill  to  raise 
riflemen  ......   1263 

on  the  increased  bounty  on  prisoners  -    1806 

on  the  Yazoo  claims  ...         -  1852,  1908 
on   introducing  a  resolution  respecting  the 
execution  of  the  revenue  laws         -         -  2020 
Five  Years'    Enlistments,  a  bill  authorizing  the  { 

President    to   raise   fourteen  of  the    regi- 
ments for,  or  during  the  war,  read  twice, 
and  committed        .....     873 

a  bill  from    the    Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  same       -  -     900 

debate  on    the   bill    in   Committee    of  the 

Whole 981 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reailing 1092 

read  a  third  time,  and  debated     -  -         -   1099 

final  passage  of  the  bill,  as  amended  -         -   1113  j 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  disagreement, 
and  the  House  receded  -         -         -         -  1114  j 
Flags,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.   Seybert,  a  com-  j 

mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ' 

expediency  of  collecting  and  preserving 
the,  captured  from  the  enemy  -  -     796 

a  report  from  said  cominitlee       ...    1237 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to  -  -    1241 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  pres- 
ervation of  the,  read  twice,  Ac.        -         -   l'*43 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -  -    1958 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         •         -  2003 
Flax,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of  -         -  -  2587 

Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
ising the  President  lo  cause  to  be  built    -  1433 
read  twice,  and  committed  .         -         -   1435 

reported    without   amendment,  and  recom- 

niilted ^^"^^ 

reported  with  amendment  ...   1800 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  -         -    1803 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      -  -  -    1804 

Flotilla,  a  bill  from  the    Senate  authorizing  the 
aDPointmenl  of  certain    oflTicers    for  the. 

sirVice 2003 

read  twice,  and  referred      ...  -  2005 

reported  without  amendment,  and  committed  2009 
again  reported,  and  ordered  to  third  reading  2015 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  -  -  2019 

Foreign  .XlVairs,  appointment  of  a  (Committee  on     785 
Foreign  Cold  Coins,  communication  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  2650 
Foreign  Intercourse,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent transmitting  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  of  the  expenses  of, 
with  numerous  documents       -         -         -   1284 
Foreign   Licenses,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  touching       -         -  '^020 
resolution  rejected -022 
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Foreign   Vessels  of  War,  a  bill   concerning  the 
use  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Slates  by,  read  twice.  <Scc.       ... 

Forsyth,  John,  of  Georgia,  appeared   and  took 
his  seat  ...... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  further  time 
to  purchasers  of  public  lands  ... 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  .         -         -         -         - 

France,  Mr.  Hanson   submitted  sundry    resolu- 
tions re8i)ecling  our  relations  with  - 
which  were  laid  upon  the  table  -         -          - 
.Mr.    Hanson  withdrew    the  above  and  sub- 
mitted two  others 

the  first  of  which  was  agreed  to  -         - 

the  second  resolution  negatived 
Mr.  Roberts  renewed  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Hanson  ..---- 

which  was  agreed  to,  after  debate 
Mr.  Gaston   submitted  a  resolution   asking 
information  touching  our  relations  with  - 
which  bill,  slightly  amended,  was  agreed  to  2017 
a  Message  from  the   President  transmitting 

a  reply  lo  the  resolution 
papers  transmitted  by  the  President,  concern- 
ing our  relations  with,  (.\ppendix) 
Franklin,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat     .         -         -         -  - 

French  Decrees,  on  motion,  of  Mr.  Webster,  the 
.Message  of  the  last  session  transmitting 
a  reply  to  his  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 

Frenchtown,  Maryland,  account  of  the  pillage 
and  destruction  of  .... 

Fruit,  digest  of  manufactures  from     - 
Furloughs,    Mr.    Crosvenor    submitted    a    reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  - 
which  was  laid  on  the  table 
the  resolution  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to 
G. 
Gaete.  the  Duke  of,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 
Count  of  Sussy       ..... 
Gaston,   William,  of' North  Carolina,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat    -         .         .         -         - 
speech    of,  on    Mr.  Pickens's  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  .... 
on    the  anundmenl  of  the  same,  as  to  the 
mode  of  choosing  electors,  <SlC. 
■  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution 

'  on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolution  ... 

on  his  proposed  amendment  to  that  effect  by 

Mr.  Roberts 

1  on    his     own     resolution     concerning   the 

Canadas 

''  in   reply  to  the  Speaker's  remark  as  to  the 

rules  of  the  House  .... 

on    the    bill  to    prohibit    the    ransoming  of 
vessels  -         -         -         -         -         - 

speech  of,  on  the  Maryland  memorial  - 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  ... 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  .  .         -  - 

on  his  resolution  to  repeal  the  embargo 
I  remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims 

1  on  the  National  Bank         .... 

i  on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  our 

relations  with  France      .         .  -  - 

I  General  Court  Martial,  proceedings  of  the,  in  the 

case  of  General  Hull       -         -         -         -2525 
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rral  Land  OHTice,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  H  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the 

ion  motion  of  Mr.  Lnttimore,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the,  was  directed  to  re{)ort  con- 
irchasers  of  lands  in  the 
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f'^    cerning  certain  purch 
I     Mississippi  Territory 
.  report  of  the  said  Coma 


•port  of  the  said  Commissioner  in  reply 
GeKff;etown,   1).  C,   a  bill  from  the  Senate  au 
te    thorizinfr  two  lotteries  in  -         • 

rread  twice,  and  referred      ... 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit 
.ted 

If  p.  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a  com- 
^  pany  to  supply,  with  pure  water 
r^ead  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
s  r<'ad  a  thitd  time,  slightly  amended,  and 
f_  I  passed  -.-...- 
Gcjijia.  Mr.  'I'roup  presented  the  petition  of 
i  sundry  pi^rsons  in,  respecting  the  improve- 
'l  '  raent  ol  internal  navigation,  Ac,  referred 
\\  '  to  the  (.'ommittee  of  the  Whole 
fim  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continutng  in  force  the  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State 

^^     of 

£*  bill  to  that  eflfect,  (embracing   Maryland 

3    also,)  read  twice     - 

"    (See  Maty  land  and  dear^a.) 

bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  etfect      - 
ead  twice,  and  roinmilted  ... 

bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
granting  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  State  of,   concerning  the    harbor- 
master and  health  officer  of  Savannah,  and 
St.  .Maryn.  twice  read,  and  committed 
isoii.  Mr.,  (>f  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
:     of  John  Taliaferio,  contcstintr  the  election 
s'     of  the  sitting  member,  Mr.  Hungerford    - 
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J  {remarks  ofj  on  Mr.  Pickering's  resolution 
^;  concemiiiig  the  depredations  of  soldiers  - 
J^on  tlic  refeojution  respecting  furloughs 
»•  .speech  of,  i»n  .Mr.  Hanson's  i>econd  resolu- 
te tion  (Turreau's  letter;  .... 
S3r«!iiiarks  of,. on  the  resolution  res{>ecting  the 
;*  >iaval  U«^tablishioent  .... 
T'on  the  Seiijjte  amendment  to  the  bill  to  raise 
\j     riflemen  ....  I'^o^, 

S.on  the  Yazpo  claims  -         -         -  1911,1918 

Gi||A>n,  Jacob,  letter  from,  respecting  the  de- 
^^  struction  committed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
V-     Eastern  Sihore  ol  Maryland     - 

Gi^rd,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
l^     and  oriioted  to  a  third  reading 
Vread  a  thii-}  time,  and  passed      ... 
L<Ue   petitioi,   of,   respecting  his  ship   Mon- 

M    tesquieu, 'referred 

I'an  adverse  report  concurred  in    - 

f  the  memori  il  of,  for  remission  of  penalties 

i-    and  forftitures        .         .         .         .         - 

Glsji,  manufactures  of 

Goitor  Silver  ("oins,  or  Bullion,  a  bill  to  pro- 
i'  hibit  the  exportation  of,  read  twice,  «&c. 
^  Ptdered  to  a  third  rending  .  .  .  - 


^  indefinitely  postponed 
Goj4^,  Silver,  a:uj  the  liner  mi 
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Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat    -          -          -          .          .  1 143 
remarks  of,   on  printing  the  Maryland  me- 
morial               1209,  1211 

on  the  Senate  bill  giving  increased  bounty 

on  prisoners 1806 

Government,  a  bill  for  support  of,  read  twice      -  1585 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1832 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed      ...  1853 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment*  1883 

Graham,  John,  letters  from,  to  Mr.  Kussell         -  2079 
memorandum  of  the  conversation  of,  with 

Mr.  baker 2079 

Grain,   importance  to  the   farmer   of  manufac- 
tures from      -         -         •         -         -     •     -  2592 


I  Great  Britain,  a  message  transmitting  a  corres- 
pondence on  our  relations  with        -  -     855 
copy  of  the  papers  communicated        -  -  2083 
Greenwood,  Jonathan,  de{)06ition  of,  respecting 

the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  dec.         -         -  2291 
Grosvenor,  .Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Sharp's  re- 
solutions          860 

on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  fur- 
loughs    866 

in  defence  of  the  tame        ....     808 
speech  of,  on  .VIr.  Wright's  resolution           -     883 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
tion         897 

on  the  letter  of  Turreau      ....     903 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  amendment  to 

.Mr.  Koberts's  resolution  -  -  -  916,  1128 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Roberts  -  -  1129 
speech  of.  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  ran- 
soming of  vessels  -  -  -  -  -1137 
on  the  Maryland  memorial  -  1212,  1222 
remarks  of,  on   the  Senate   amendment  to 

the  bill  to  raise  riflemen  -         -  1259,   1261 

on    the    resolution    respecting    a    National 

Bank 1942 

on  the  bill  to  re[>eal  the  embargo  -  -    1986 

on   the   bill   to   prohibit  the   exportation  of 

gold  ami  silver  coin,  &.c.  -         -         -  2013 

Grundy,  Felix,  of 'I'enneseee,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 784 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expatriation        -    1095 
on  the  Nantucket  bill          -         -         -         -    1115 
on  the  blue  lights  resolution        -         -         .   H26 
on  the  resolution  concerning  army  contract- 
ors   1232 

on  the  bill  for  the  return  of  vessels  to  their 

own  districts 1251 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -         -         -         .   1532 
rtninrks  of,  on  the  Vazoo  claims  -         -   1856 

on    his    resolution    respecting    a    National 

Bank 1942,   1944 

on  the  resolution  respecting  Treasury  notes   1949, 

1952 
on    the    bill   fixing   the   time   for   the    next 

meeting  of  Congress       ....   1959 
on  the   bill  to   prohibit  the    exportation   of 

specie,  &c. 2017 

Gucnin,  J.  B.,  a  prisoner  on  board  an  Knglish 
ship,  the  memorial  of,  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  SUtc 806 

H. 

Hale,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  remarks  of,  on 
the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,  <Scc. 2013 
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Hall,  William,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  -..--- 
Hall.  Mr.,  of  tieorgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolu- 
tion concerning  army  contractors    - 
on  the  bill   attaching  certain  lands  to  the 

Canton  district 

on  the  Vazoo  claims  -         -         -         -         - 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo 
Hallowell,  Edward,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed        -         - 
Hamilton,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed        .  -  -  .         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Hampton,  Virginia,  outrages  committed  at 

letter"  to    the    editor   of  the  Kuhmond    En- 
quirer, on  the  outrages  at         -  -  - 
Hampton,    General    Wade,    correspondence   of 

with  the  Secretary  of  War 
Hanover,   New    Hampshire,   Mr.    Webster   pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 

of 

Hanson,  Alexander  C,  of  Maryland,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat    -  -  •         -  - 

speech  of,  on  introducing  resolutions  respect- 
ing our  relations  with  France 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Eppos  .... 

on  Mr.  >\  right's  resolution  .         -         - 

on  his  own  resolution  respecting  Turreau's 

letter 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Uoberts       .  .         -  - 

on  his  amendment  to   .Mr.  Koberu's  resolu- 
tion       -         -         -         -         -         - 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial    - 
remarks  of,  on  submitting  anothei  resolution 

concerning  the  Turreau  letter 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels to  their  own  districts         .  -  - 

on  the  loan  bill 

Hargrove,  Captain  William,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
compensating,  Ac.  .         .         .         - 

Harris,  Thomas  K.,  of  New  York,  on  motion  of 
Mr.   Shiphcrd,    the  Committee    of  Elec- 
tions was  instructed  to  inquire  concerning 
the  title  of,  to  a  seat        .         .         -         - 
afTiriiiative  report  of  said  committee  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
concurrence  reported  and  confirmed  by  the 

House    -         -      ' 

Harrison.  Major  General,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 

to  the  Secretary  of  War  .         .         - 

correspondence   of,    with   the   Secretary   of 

War 

Harrison,  Samuel,  and  John  T.  Courtney,  a  re- 
port on  the  petition  of,  refereed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Na\y     .         -  -  - 

report  of  said  officer   ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

Hasbrouck,  Abraham,  of  New   York,  appeared 

and  took  his  scat 

Havre  de   Grace,  an  account  of  the  conduct  of 

the  army  at * 

Hawes,  Aylctt',  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  -  -  -  ■  "  ' 
Hawkins,  Joseph  H.,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  certificates  of  the  elections  of,  in 
place  of  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  re- 
signed, referred 


Page.  I  Hawkins,  Joseph  H. — continued.  Page. 

appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat  -   1928 
remarks    of,  on   the  resolution  respecting  a 
National  Bank        -         -         -  1954,  1955 

Hay,  John  U.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
committed      ..-.-- 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Hemp,  digest  of,  the  manufacture  of 
Hempstead,  Edward,  delegate  from  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, appeared,  Sec.        .         .         .  - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  titles  to    lands  in   Louisiana   and  .Mis- 
souri Territory        .         .         -         -         - 
Henderson,    Frisby.   affidavit  of,   in   relation  to 
pillage.  «Vc.,  by  the  enemy      ... 
Henrick,  Brigantine,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson, 
the  claim  of  the  Danish  (Jovcrnment  for 
restitution  in  the  rase  of  the,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims    - 
a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  make  resti- 
tution for  the,  read  twice,  <Scc. 
Highwassce,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  letter  from 

the  United  States'  agent  at,  referred 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 
and  committed        .         .         -         -         - 
Hoffman.  Lieutenant  Robert,  of  the  Navy,  certi- 

cate  of,  in  respect  to  impressed  ,\merican8  2278 
Hogan.  Michael,  .Mr.  Miller  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

a  bill  to  compensate,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        .         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .  .  - 

[  Hook,  Moses,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to,  read  twice    .  -         -         • 
!           ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         -         - 
Hopkins,   Samuel    M.,  of  New   York,  appeared 

and  took  hi^*  seat 

speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  concern- 
ing losses  on  the  Niagara  frontier    - 
1  Horner,  Maria,  Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  the  peti- 

I  tion  of,  referred 

856     Horses  of  Volunteers,    &c..  on  motion   of  Mr. 
Desha,  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  for,  lost  on  the  Canada  expedition 
a  bill  allowing  compensation  for,  «Scc.,  read 
twice,  and  committed      -         -         -         - 

reported    amended,  and  ordered   to  a  third 
reading  ------ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         -         • 

House  of  Representatives,   members  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the  .         -         .         - 

adjournment  of  the    .         -         -         -         - 

Howell,  Nathanial  W.,  of  New  York,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 

Hughes,  Joseph  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

and  committed        .         .         -         -         - 

Hull,  Brigadier  General,  trial  of,  by  general  court 

martial "         * 

Humiliation  and   Prayer,  resolution  and  procla 

ination,  appointing  a  day  of    - 
Humphreys.  .Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants   of  Tennessee,   praying    that 
certain    lands  may  be  set  apart  to  salufy 
warrants  issued,  &.c.,  referred 
sjieech  of,  on  the  loan  bill 
Hungerford,  John   P.,  election  of,  contested   by 
1923  John  Taliaferro 
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decision  of  the  House  confirming,  in  hin  seat   1471 
I. 


1923 


873 
1199 
1229 


•   1934 


855 


B^ihgerford,  John  P. — continued.  P*^- 

J  '  report  of  iHe  Committee  of  Elections  in  the 

1 1       case  oi,  read 1200 

;  .  the  said  rrport  disagreed   to  by  the   House   1201 

Il^iois  Territory,  a  bill  confirming  certain  claims 
i\      to  land  i.n,  read  twice      ....   1370 

v<  ordered  to  ii  third  reading  ....   1863 

l«  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -   1864 
I  •  relumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenU  2019 
'    read  and  cpncurred  in         -         -         -         -  2022 

!  a  report  o\\  the  resolution  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of : 
j^rtations,  tljc  Speaker  laid  before  the  House 
^      a  letter  iroin   thi?  acting  Secretary  of  the 
3     Treasury,  contr.ining   two  statements  of. 
^1     in  Am«-rican  and  foreign  vessels,  for  one 
^     year,  Ac.        ...... 

i|a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  prohibit  certain     - 
,  ^*  twice  reail,  and  referred       .... 

J  a  Messag.!  from  the  President  in  relation  to, 
|1      and  expgrtatioas,  referred 
In^^rts  and  Tc;nnage,  on  motion  of  IMr.  McKiin 
4^,      the  Cojnjnittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
\i      instrucXcJ  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
£•      of  ame:iijing  the  laws  laying  and  coilect- 
Vf      ing  duiifs  on  ..... 

Ini^ressed  Sep.njen,  rea>ons  assigned  by  the  Brit- 

f<      ish  Adinfiralty,  for  refusing  to  discharge  -  2222 
Inlirporated  iUnks.oii  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  the 
Commu»eo  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aulhoriztng  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to   pertnif   any,  to  discount.  «8cc.,  without 
8tam))s,  on  certain  conditions  ... 
?a8e  of  the  "Array,  report  made  to  the  Senate 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  loan 
in   i^ands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Khta,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee   were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  to,  &,c.    - 
in   Titles,  Mr.  Khea   also  presented   sundry 
resolutions  of  the  hegislature  of  Tennes- 
see, concerning  the  extingubhuient  of,  re- 
ferred   - 
Ic^ua  Territory,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe 
Ci      tition  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  pay- 
41      ment  of  their  militia,  referred - 
I'l.Mr.  Jennings   presented  a  petition  of  the 
\ri      same,  respecting  the  judges  of,  referred    - 
£<Mr.   J.    aUo   presented   another,   protesting 
V      against  certain  acts  of  the  (jovernor  of    - 
Taa  bill  to  define  ino<-e  explicitly  the  duties  of 
f^     the  Cleiicral  Court  of,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted   -         -    '     -         .         .         .         .   \'i\\ 

iireported  without  dmendment,  recommitted   1865 

1877 


801 


2349 


806 


-   1233 


813  I 

1123  I 
i 
1213 


yTi'ported  with  amendment,  and  referred 
i committee  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration      --.... 
:lhe  third  reading  of  the  bill  rejected    - 
a  bill  toestjbiish  tlic  mode  of  laying  off,  into 

districts.. &c.,  twice  read 
.r«ad  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Ii.^atry,   on   n.otion   of  Mr.  Wright,  the   mili. 
tary  cunwnittee  wire  instructed  to  inquire 
\^  ■■  into  the    expediency   of  authorizing  the 
;•  I  Preaideni  to  change  any  portion  of  the, 
i:/.o  artillery  men  ..... 


19G1 
2002 

1333 

113-3 


801 


Ingersoll,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  com- 
mittee, to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  the  support  of  disu- 
bled  officers,  soldiers,  and  marines  -  -     796 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  post 

ofJice  patronage  ....  864,  1245 
in  reply  to  Mr.  M'ebster  -  .  .  -  951 
on  the  bill  for  five  years'  enlistnienta  -  -  1002 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton  -  .  -  .  lOlfi 
on  the  loan  bill .-"-...  1405 
remarks  of,  on  (he  bill  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  vessels  -  •  -  -  1801 
on  the  Vazoo  clainas  -  -  -  .  .  i  gsg 
on  the  resolution  concerning  a  general  tariff 

of  duties ■       .   i960 

Ingham,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 

a  regular  tariff  of  duties         -         -         -   1959 
remarks  of,  in  defence  of  the  same     -         -    19(K) 
Inland    Navigation.   Mr.   King,  of  North   Caro- 
lina, presented  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  that  State,  praying  the  aid 
and  patronage  of  Congress  in  opening  an, 
between   the   Chesapeake   Bay    and    St. 
Mary's  river  in  Georgia,  referred     -         -     813 
a  similar  petition   from    inhabitants  of  Vir- 
ginia, referred  to  .same     ....     822 
a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of  Geor- 
gia, referred  to  same        ....     844 
a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of  South 

Carolina,  referred  to  same       -         -         -   1696 
Mr.  Murfree  presented  a  second  petition  of 

the  same  tenar  from  North  Carolina         -    1767 
Mr.  Macon  presented    a   second   petition  of 

the  same  tenor  from  Georgia  -         -         .   1767 
the  Speaker  presented  a  second  one  on  the 
\              same  subject  from  South  Carolina  -         -   1881 
Instruments  and  Agents  of  Manufactures,  a  dis- 
sertation on  the 2635 

j  Insurance  Company   in   Georgetown,   D.   C,  a 

!  bill  to  incorporate  an,  read  twice.  Ac.     -    1046 

Interest,  Mr.   .\rcher  made  a  report  on  the  sub- 
;  ject  of-         -         -         .         .         .         .     792 

j  Internal  Improvement,  Mr.  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
(  vania,  submitted  two  resolutions  on  the 

i  subject  of 1935 

Internal  Resources,  Mr.  McKim  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting 1134 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read, 

and  committed 1868. 

reported  with  amendment"!  -         .         -    1934 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  -  .    1946 

read  a  third  time,  and  j>assed     ...   1958 
returned  from  the  .Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 2026 

Iron,  digest  of  the  in.iiiufaclure  of     .  -         -   2586 

Island  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill   sui)plenientary  to 

the  act   for  ascertaining  titles  to  land  in 

that  part  of  Louisiana  west  of  Mi.ssissip- 

pi  river  and,  read  twice.  &c.    -         -         -   1333 

reported  with  amendment,  ami  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 1957 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...  2003 


Jackson,  John   G.,  of  Virginia,   appeared,    and 

took  his  seat  ......     g\.x 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expatriation       -    1097 
on  the  blue  h;;hLs       .....   1127 
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Jackson,  John  G. — continued.  Page, 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Con- 

■titution 1191 

remarks  of  on   the  motion  to  postpone  the 
same      .......   1197 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....   1472 

remarks  of,   on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress  -         .   1958 

Jail  in  Alexandria,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

for  building  a,  read  twice.  &c.  .         -    1244 

Jefferson  College,  Mr.  I^attimore  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  the  trustees  of  the,  referred        -   1334 
report  of  the  committee  thereon  -         -   1922 

Jennings,  Jonathan,  delegate  from  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, appeared,  and  took  his  seat  -  -     782 

Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 791 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat     ....   1831 

Johnson,  Joseph,  the  petition  of  referred  .  -    1879 

Judgments  of  Record,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  revise  the  laws  con- 
cerning, as  evidence,  «fec.         ...     791 

Judicial  Courts,  the  Comm:ttee  on  the  Judici- 
ary were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  con- 
cerning ......     797 

Judicial  System, on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the 
Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  -  .  -  -  '  .  .  -  805 
a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  read,  and  com- 
mitted   1768 

indefinitely  postponed         ....    1958 

Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the 784 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  D.  C,  .Mr.  Lewis  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the,  referred         -         -    1576 


King,  Mr. — conhnued.  Page, 

on  introducing  sundry  resolutions  concern- 
ing the  coasting  trade     .  -         -  .     936 
speech  of.  on  his  resolutions       -         -  1048,  1053 
on  extension  of  enlistments         -         -         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  Nantucket  bill 
speech  of,  introducing  certain  resolutions    - 
.     remarks  of,  on  the  bill  giving  an   increased 
bounty  on  prisoners        .... 
introductory  of  resolutions  concerning  our 

foreign   relations     .....  2020 
speech  (in  secret  session)  on  tlie  embargo  bill  2055 
King,  Adam,  in  behalf  of  certain  militia  of  Wash- 
ington, an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of,  concurred  in       -         -         -         -  . 

Knaggs,  Whitmore,  a  prisoner,  letter  from,  to  Col. 
Gardner  .         .         .         -         . 


1U71 
1151 
1156 

1806 


1143 


•  2194 


an  adverse  report  on  the  same  concurred  in    1804 

K. 

Kelly,  William,  a  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections  that,  is  not  entitled  to  his  seat, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  823 
Kennedy,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  i^eat  ...  784 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Desha  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  in  relation  to  the 
payment  of  their  militia  ...   1056 

Mr.  McKce  presented  sundry  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  -  .  .  -  .   1435 

Kenzie  and  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of  Claims 

reported  on  the  petition  of       ...     819 
their  report   referred    to   the  Committee   of 

the  Whole 1819 

Kerr,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  instructing  the  ' 

Military  (.Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex-  | 

pediency   of  amending,   relating  to    the  ' 

service  of  militia    ....  -     801  I 

the  resolution  adopted        ....     802  | 

Kilbourn,  James,  of  Ohio,   appeared,  and  took  > 

his  seal  -  -  -         -  ...     803  1 

remarks  of,  introductory  oi  a  resolution  re-  j 

lating  to  the  Lake  service         ...   1142' 

Killpatrick,  W.T.,  deposition  of,  respecting  the  j 

enemy's  conduct  at  Havre  de  Grace         -  2302 
King,  Mr.,  of  North    Carolina,    appeared,    and 

took  his  seat  ......     78© 

King,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on  the 

bill  to  encourage  enlistments         931,  932,  933 


Labbadie,  Medard,  affidavit  of,  respecting  the  bat 
tie  at  the  river  Raisin      .... 

Labor-saving  Machinery  and  Cotton,  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  .... 

Lake  Erie.     (See   Vessels  captured  on.) 

account  of  the  capture  of  the  British  squad- 
ron on-         -         -         -         -         -- 

Lake  Service,  Mr.  Kilbourn,  of  Ohio,  presented 

a  resolution  concerning  the     ... 

the  resolution  negatived     -  .         .  . 

Lattimore,  William,  Delegate  from    .Mississippi 

Territory,  was  qualitled,  &c.  ... 

speech  of,  on  the  Vazoo  claims  -         -  1851,  1902 
Law,  Mr.,  speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  con- 
cerning blue  lights 
Lawrence,  Captain  James,  Mr.  Lowndes  reported 
a  resolution   requesting  the   President  to 
present  to  the  nearest  male  relation  of,  a 
gold  medal,  &c. ;  read,  and  referred 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Laws  of  the   United  States,  a  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription   for  an   edition  of  the,  read 
twice     .----.. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  -  - 

Leather,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of       - 
Le  Due,  Mary  Philip,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice     ....... 

ordered  to  a  thinl  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  election  of,  as  (Jliaplain   - 
Leffcrls,  Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  incor- 
I  poration  of  a  National  Bank  ;   referred  to 

I  -  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means 

!  Library,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  appoint 
a  joint  committee  on  the,  was  read  and 
I  concurred  in  - 

'  Licenses  to   Distillers,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a 
I  resolution  to  int.truct  the   Committee  of 

j  Ways  and   Means  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 

i  pediency  of  substituting   a   duty  on   the 

I  quantity  of  spirits  distilled,  in  lieu  of  the 

j  duty  on 

the  resolution  agreed  to      - 
Licenses  to  Retailer.*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vancey, 
the  same  committee  were    instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  concerning  .... 

Mr.  Post  presented  the  petition  of  the  me- 
chanica  and  manufacturers  of  New  York, 
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fiw*  to  Retailers — continaed.  P*f« 

respecting  the  construction  put  upon  the 
>        act  laviniT  duties  on,  whiclj  was  referred 
*!      to  the  ('ommittee  of  Ways  and  Means    - 
feport  of  said  committee  thereon,  read,  and 
'•   commilt«'d      --.... 
[^-  i  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on,  read 

•  twice,  Ac. 

\  read  a  third  time,  and  paxsed      ... 
J  returned  trom  the  Senate  with  amendments 
»  which  were  concurred  in    - 
L   ititenant  Gci>eral,  IMr.  Murfrec  submitted  a  res- 
*i      olution  to  instruct  the  Military  Committee 
m.\  '.    to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
*^      izing  th(   President  to  appoint  one  - 
the  resolution  Uid  on  the  table 
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Lfcl»ay,  George  W..  (late  Clerk  of  the  House,) 
on  raotiDn  of  Mr.  Wright,  an  order  passed 
to  pay  the  funeral  expenses  of         -         -  2027 
L£.t>ii(]ation  of  Claims,  a  bill   from  the   Senate 
ii      authorizing  the,  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned,  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
read  three  times,  and  passed 
rd,  James,  n  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of 
l«  read  twice,  Ac. 
*•  read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

r      table 

L<pjn,.  a  bill  to  authori/.e  a,  read  ... 

r',  read  a  second  tinu',  and  statements  of  re- 
jj  ;  ccipts  and  expenditures  presented,  which, 

J'f      togetht  r  with  the  bill,  were  referred 
♦  ieported  with  amendments  ... 

:  amendments  and  hill  recommitted 
S  i;eported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
J^  read  a  third  time         ..... 
^  ,ind  finaUv  jjas-sed       ..... 
Lvjftli^iana.on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
yj  '   mittee  on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
JK  ;    to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
J;      ing  by  law  for  the  speedy  and  final  con- 
%'      firmatioii  of  all  grants  of  land  in  Missouri 
&'       Territory  and  State  of    . 
iff-  a  bill  for  the  final  idjustment  of  land  titles, 
Ac,  reud  twice,  and  referred  ... 
i.-eported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  r.-ading        ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  !rum  the  Senate  with  amendments 
If. amendments  read,  and  referred  ... 
M  agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in 
i  5  bill  concerning  confirmation  of  claims  to 
•;       land  in,  read  twice  .... 

W  ordered  to  u  third  reading  ...  - 
H;'  read  a  third  time,  and  {tassetl  ... 
'4^  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

4    .  and  concurred  in 2029 

Ldf. r|t,  Mr.,  remarks  ot,  on  otTering  sundry  reso- 
*     I  lutions  on   the  subject  of  retaliation 
^  >yeech  of,  nn  the  bill  to  raise  additional  re- 
J*  ■  giments  tif  riflemen         .... 

L,^rKles,  Mr.,  remark*  of,  on  re-enlistments  in 
^'     the  Arniv       ...... 

4-sjpecch  of,  on  the  resolution  expressing  the 
y       sense  of  Congress  of  the  merits  of  sundry 

,    j  naval  olFicers 

-jrjtmarks  cf.  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 
ments   --..-.. 
on  the  rerolutions  concerning  the  Lake  ser- 
vice       --.-... 
»  on  the  bill  to  purchase  certain  vessels 
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Lowndes,  Mr. — continued.  P*ge. 

remarks  of,  on  floating  bittenes         •         .   1803 
on  the  resolution  concerning  a  genera!  tariff  1961 

M. 

Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Wright'a  renoiu- 

lions 862,  884 

on  .Mr.  Hanson's  resolutions       ...     g99 
on  the  reaolution  concerning   the  coasting 
trade      ....... 

on  the  right  of  expatriation         ... 
introducing  his  resolution  to  fix  the  lime  of 
adjournment  ..... 

sj>eech  ot,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  Mary- 
land memorial         ..... 

on  the  loan  bill         ..... 

Magruder,   Patrick,  the  severe    indis[>oaition   of, 
being   stated   by  the  Speaker,   the  Assist- 
ant Clerk  was  directed  to  act  ... 
Magruder,  George,  chosen  Clerk  pro  tern  - 
Malcolm,  Henry,  a  bill  fur  relief  of,  read  twice    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Manner  in  which  the    war  has   been  conducted, 
papers  relating  to  the      .... 

Mansfield,  Richard,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Grace   2306 
Maple  Sugar,  manufacture  of    -  -  -  -  2617 

.Maps,  Plats,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson, 
the  Coln^li^siuner  of  the  General    Land 
Oflicc  was  required  to  procure,  for  the  use 
of  the  Committee  on  I'ublic   Lands,  such 
as  may  aid  said  committee  in  their  duties  2003 
Marine  Corps,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  augment 
the  ....... 

read  twice,  and  referretl      .... 

reported    without    amendment,    and     com- 
mitted   --..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  .  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  Alex- 
andria, a  bill  to  incorporate  a,  twice  read    1058 
Mariners  documents  showing   the  detention  of, 

as  prisoners  of  war         ... 
Marshals,  Ckrks,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
lessen  the  compensation  to      - 
read  twice,  and  committed  .... 

reported   without   amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  jiassed     .... 

Maryland,  Mr.  (ioldsl»orough  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the   majority   of  the   House   of 
Delegates  of,   remonstrating  against  the 
war,  Ac,  read         ..... 

laiil  on  the  table  ..... 

a  motion  to  piint  the  memorial  negatived    - 
Maryland  and  (Jr orgia,  a  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States 
ot",  read  twice  ..... 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect     - 
twife    read  ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         - 

read  a  third  time.  :ind  passeil       ... 

.Mason,  John,  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 

correspondence  of,  with  sundry  marshals 

and  others,  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of 

prisoners  of  war     ..... 

.Massa,  the  Duke  of,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes 
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Massachusetu,  on  motion    of    Mr.    Ward,    the  ; 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  salary  of  the  district  judge 
of  the  district  of     - 

an  adverse  report  from  said  committee,  con- 
curred in        -         .         -         . 
Massacre    and    burning   of  .\merican 
Ac,  documents  showii  g  the  - 
Mediation  of  Russia,  documents  transmitted  by 
the  President  in  relation  to  the  ofliered     - 
Message,  reference  of  the  several  subjects  of  the 
annual  ....... 

a  confidential,  from  the  President 

a  copy  of  the  same    -         -         .         .        . 
Messengers  and  servants  of  the  House,  a  resolu- 
tion for  compensating  the,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts    -         .         . 

rc})ort  of  said  committee,  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of,  concurred  in        -         -         - 
Michigan    Territory,  a    .Message  from  the    Presi- 
dent, recommending  provision  for  relief  to 
the  inhabitants  of  - 
Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  committee  on 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  for  tsupport  of  the 
read  twice      --.... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time        .         .         .         .         . 

I'lnally  passed     ...... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1866 

which  were   agreed  to  .         -  -    1869 

Militia,  appointment  of  a  committee  to  revise  the 
laws       ....... 

a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to,  read 
twice      ....... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

a  resolution  respecting  provision  for  paying 
the  expenses  of       ....  . 

the  Committee  on  .Military  Afffairs  were  in- 
ktructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
limiting  the  service  of,  to  three  inonllis    - 

said  committee  discharged,  and  the  inquiry 
referred  to  the  comiiiittcc  for  revision  of 
the  laws  relating  to  -  -  .         - 

report  of  said  committee     .... 

ordered  that  the  same  committee  inquire  in- 
to llie  expediency  of  making  provision  for 
paying  a  detachment  of  the  Tennessee    - 

a  resolution  submitted  on  the  subject  of  pav- 
ing the  ...... 

a  report  on  this  subject       .... 

a  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the, 
twice  read,  Ac.       •         - 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  art  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the,  Ac,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pas.sed       ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amend- 
ments   ....... 

amendments  concurred  in  -         -         - 

.Miller.  Mr.,  ot  New  York,  remarks  of,  respecting 
the  failure  of  our  northern  armies     - 

speech  of.  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 
ments   ..-.-.. 

speech  oi,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Robertson    - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  regi- 
ments of  riflemen  1165 

Ministers  and  their  SecreUries,  list  of,  appointed 

in  the  recess  of  the  Senate      ...  2665 


Page. 

Mint,  the  President  transmitted  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Director  of  the  -  -  -  855 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
with  sundry  documents  concerning  the  -  2006 
Mississippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ormsby, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  to  quiet  and  adjust  titles 

to  lands  in 1433 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  in- 
demnification   of    certain     claimants    to 
lands  in  ......   1697 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  1771 

read  a  first  time 1836 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         .  1855 
report  of  the  committee,  committed  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole         -         .         .   1873 
reported    with    amendments,    which    were 

agreed  to  .....  -  1890 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1922 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1925 
a  bill  extending  relief  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  in,  twice  read  -  .  .  .  1804 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2003 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2005 
a  bill   for  granting  claims  to  land  in,  twice 

read 1881 

indefinitely  postjwned         ....  2008 
Missouri  Territory,  a   bill    for  appointment  of  a 

district  judge  in,  twice  read,  Ac.     -  -     805 

reported   without  amendment,  and   ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -          -          -          -         -     814 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     §15 
relumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments     980 
read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee   1047 
agreement  reported  with  an  amendment     -   1137 
.Mr.    Hempstead    presented    sundry    resolu- 
tions respecting  land  titles  in,  referred     -   1587 
a  bill  permitting  certain  lacations  to  be  made, 
and  granting  certain  donations  of  land  in, 
Ac,  read  twice       -         -         -         .         .   1659 
Mitchell,  Richard,  a  bill  for  relief  of,   read  twice     873 
a  third  reading  negatived   -         -          -          -  2016 
.Money  paid  into  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
a  bill  from   the  Senate   directing  the  dis- 
position of 1961 

read  twice,  and  referred      ....   1985 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed     .....  2025 
Monroe,  James,  letters  from,  to  Messrs.   Barlow 

and  Russell 2081 

reply  of,  to  the  letter  from  Lord  Castlcrcagh  2085 
correspondence  of,  with  the  Russian  Pleni- 
potentiary       2089 

Montgomery,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  on  motion  of, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to  volunteers  and  militia    -     792 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -         -         .         .   1436 
Moore,  Roxana,  deposition  of,  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  at  Havre  dc  Grace      -  2305 
Moravians,  .Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition  of 

the  society  of,  referred     ....   1577 
Moselcy,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  con- 
cerning blue  lights          ....   1125 
Murfree,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  au- 
thorize the  appointment  of  a  Lieutenant 
General 856 
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'#»rfree,  Mr. — continued 


Page. 

1051 

1168 
1854 


remarks  i)f,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
coasting  traile          ..... 
speech  oi,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  ri- 
flemen   

remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  Claims 
ViA'rs,  Captain,  statement  of  the   interview  of, 
x'.       with    A<lniiral    Warren   and    Sir   Sidney 

Beckwilih       - 2333 

all,  ArchjKald.  a  l.ill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    1928 

ordered  ti)  a  third  reading  ...         -  2010 

"^     read  a  thir|i  time,  and  passed       -  -         -  2015 

Xjfe  auley.  Dar^icl,  and  Samuel  KaUton,  a  bill  for 

.^       relief  of,  twice  read  ....   1199 

*  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .   1863 

'0  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         -         -  1863 

^  returned   from  Senate  with   an  amendment   1934 

\  which  was  concurred  in      -  -  -  -   1935 

M^^lintock,  Midshipman  H.  M.,  extract  of  a  let- 

i  ter  from;  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy       .  2301 

ImiMure,   Brigadier  C»encral,  corre.-ipondence  of, 
^      with  the  Secretary  of  War       -         -         -  2469 
^^Ponell  John,  deposition  of.  respecting  the  pur- 

*^,       chase  of  prisoners  -         -         -         -         -2311 
MiJK.ee,  Mr.,  irride  a  favorable  report  on  the  pcti- 
^        tion  of  Daniel  lloone       ....     805 
j^  remarks    oi,  on    the    bill    attaching  certain 
.♦S       lands  tbithe  Canton  District    -         -         -   1244 
V,J5veehan,    Dr.   Samuel,  letters   from,  showing 

.*7      his  tfe;itinent.  as  bearer  of  a  flag  of  truce  2280 
l^.iCenney.  Au'^ustus,  and  Lazel  Bancroft,  a  bill 

?  for  relict  of,  twice  read  ....  1862 
»i;4  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  Vi006 
*-»  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2008 
NM^im,  Mr.,  of  .Maryland,  remarks  of,  on  the  res- 
p>  olution  concerning  the  coasting  trade  1051,1052 
\\  remarks  ftf,  on  the  .Maryland  memorial  1211,  121i0 
'  u  on  his    r'solution   concerning    ;"•■»—-<    — 


internal    re- 


1433 


1801 
1803 
1950 
1960 
1976 


on  his    r' solution 

sources  ....... 

ton  the  Moravian  petition    .... 
on  the  bitl  to  authorize  thf  purchase  of  cer- 
i^      tain  ve-isels     ...... 

■J  on  floating  batteries   ..... 

p  on  the  isi  uing  of  Treasury  notes 

A  on  a  general  tarill" 

.V  on  the  ciTibargo  ....         - 

*  speech    of,  on   the  bill    to    repeal    the    em- 
^       bargo       -  ...  1987,  1990 

«  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  export- 
ation o"!  gold  and  silver  coint>,  &c.  -  -  2012 
i.pan,  Mr.,  i.f  Ohio,  remarks  of,  on    the  call 

for  the  Turreau  letter     -         -         -         .     902 
speech  ol,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments   1034 
(icay,  .Mexatider,  corrcs})ondenceof,  with  Mr. 

jj      Beasley 2228 

Nfitackct,  a  h\\\  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
fr^  President  to  grant  certain  permissions  to 
Jf^      the  inh-jSitants  -if  -         .         .         .   1040 

•Jn'ad  twicr  ond  ref-rrcd  to  the  Committee  of 

r       ForeigKj  Relations 1093 

y  reported  without  amendment       -  -  -   1115 

^  read  a  third  time,  jnd  passed      ...    1122 
Kxljonal  Bank,; a  j>etitton  from  .New  York,  pray- 
ii      ing  thr  jncoriwratioii  of  a,  read  and  re- 
ferred   to   the    ('ommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means    ....... 

report   of  »aid    committee    referred    to    the 

Committee  of  the  Whole         ... 

wn  motio))  of  .Mr.  ('alhoun,  the  Committee 


"J. 

2  i  ?   of  the  Whole  were  discharged,  and  a  res- 


National  Bank — continoetl.  Page 

olution  was  adopted  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  .Means  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a,  in  the 
District  of  ('olurabia       .... 

Mr.  Srybert  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia.  pr.iying  the  establish- 
nrent  of,  referred  to  the  same  committee  - 

a  bill  to  incorporate  a,  twice  read,  «kc. 

.Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider 
and  report  on  the  expediency  of  a  - 

the  resolution  adopted,  and  a  committee 
appointed        ..... 

the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject     ... 

the  subject  indefinitely  postjwned 
Naturalization,   documents   transmitted    by    the 

President  touching  the  subject  of  - 
Naval  .\ffairs,  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  - 
Naval  Establishment,  .Mr.  Reed,  of  Mass.,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  econonay 
of  the 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  .  -  - 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed ...... 

said  committee  authorized  to  act  in  the  recess 
Navigation  and  Commerce,  assistance  of  manu- 
factures to      -----         - 

Navy,  a  bill  for  the  support  of  the,  read  twice    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

a  bill  concerning  the  pay  of  ofllcers,  &c.,  in 
the,  read  twice        ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

which  were  concurred  in    - 
1578    Navy  Pension  Fund,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  with  the  annual  report  of  the  Com 
missioners  of  the     .... 
Nelson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo 
claims    -  -  -  -  1875,  1902, 

New  Orleans  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  grant- 
ing a  lot  of  ground  to  the,  read  twice 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  .Mr.  Potter  presented  a 
petition  of  the  <listillers  in,  referred 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  for  supplying,  to  the 
members         ...... 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank  -  1942, 

1944,  1945 
remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  a  general  tariiT  1960 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  -  -  2001 

New  York,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Irving,  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  district  court  in    1228 
a  bill  to  that  c fleet  read  twice     -  -  -    1251 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...         -    1059 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1694 
a  bill   from   the  Senate   authorizing  the  ex- 
change of  a  lot  of  ground  in,  for  other  land    1923 
read  three  times,  and  passed        ...    1926 
New  York  Hospital,  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  (iovernors  of  the,  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole         -         -         -   1928 


1235 


1058 
1579 


-  1942 


-  1956 


2002 
2023 

2098 
786 


1010 
1012 

1869 
2019 

2593 
1585 
1800 
1807 

1868 
1928 
1932 
2024 
1926 


-   1109 


1918 

1932 
1934 


-   1243 


78i 


814 


873 


Ixxxix 


INDEX. 


xc 


House  Proceedinga  and  Debates. 


New  York  Hospital — continued.  Pag« 

the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 

consideration  thereof       .  .         -  - 

Niagara  Frontier,  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  New  York, 

submitted  a  resolution   respecting  losses 

sustained  on  the     .         .         -         -         - 

N&n-importalion  laws,  a  bill  for  the  more  efiect- 

ual  enforcing  of  the,  read  twice 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry   inhabitants  of.  praying  aid   in 
opening  an  inland  navigation  ;    referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
(See  Inland  yavigutiitn.) 
Northwestern  Frontier,  Mr.  Kilbourn  submitted 
a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  more 
eflfectual  protection  of  the,  &.c. 
which,  being  amended  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the 

Military  Committee,  was  agreed  to  - 
a  bill  for  the   more  etVectual  defence  of  the, 
read  twice,  and  committed       .  .  - 

reported,  and  the  House  refused  to  consider 
the  report       ....-- 
the  bill  again  called  up,  with  the  same  result  2016 
Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers,  &c.,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  laying  duties  on,  <Scc.,  read  twice, 
and  committed        .....     818 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

lime,  and  passed     .  .         -  -         -   1244 


1141 
816 

813 

849 

850 

1767 

2003 


Page- 


O. 

Oakley,  Thomas  J.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
took  hi»  seat  .-.--- 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
tion          

on  the  resolution  asserting  the  right  of  expa- 
triation ...  -  -  1095, 
BjKJech  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims     IS.'SS,  1890, 
remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank 
Ohio,  .Mr.  Beall  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
claims  of  citizens  of.  for  articles  impressed 
and  supplies  furnished  to  detachmenU  of 
militia    -..---- 
consideration  negatived       .         .  .  - 
resolution  amended,  and  agreed  to       - 
Orleans  Territory  and   I.ouisiann,  oi\   motion   of 
Mr.  Robertson,  the  Committee   on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  revising  the  act  for  adjust- 
ini;  claims  to  land  in       -         -         -         - 
Orleans  .Navigation  Company,  a   bill  granting  a 

lot  of  ground  to  the,  read  twice,  &c. 
Orso,  Zenon.an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Outrages  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia,  papers  detail- 
ing  the  -  -         -         -         *         • 
Owen,  Thomas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of,  concurred  in       -         •         - 
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Page.  Joel  W.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  Ac.   1 186 


ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         - 
Partial    Appropriations,   a    bill   making   certain, 
read  twice,  and  committed 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and   discussed 

finally  pass^ed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
which  were  concurred  in     - 
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Patent  Rights,  Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  memorial 

against  the  extension   of        -         -         - 

papers  in  relation  to  the,  of  Oliver  Evans    - 

Patriota,  Brig,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the   owners  of 

the,  twice  read        .         .         .         .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Patton,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  aod 

committed       ...... 

Paymaster  General,  a  bill  to   augment  the  com- 
pensation of,  twice    read,  &c. 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor,  &c. 
read  twice,  and  referred      .         .         .         - 
reported  without  amendment       ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Pearl   and   Chefuncty   Rivers,  Mr.  Grundy  pre- 
sented a  resolution  of  the  Legislature   of 
Tennessee,  respecting  a  road  from  a  point 
between  the  mouths  of    - 
Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage 
enlistments     --..-- 
on  the  motion  res[)ecting  the  Turreau  letter  1130 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -         -         -         -   1447 

Penington,   Cordelia,    deposition    of,    respecting 

the  burning  of  Frenchlown     -         -         -  2287 
Penitentiary,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia,  read  twice     -   1199 
indefinitely  postponed         ...         -   1957 
Pcnnsvlvania,  the  President  transmitted   sundry 

resolutions  of  the  JiCgislature  of       -  1433,  1902 
volunteers,  return   of,  who   agreed   to    cross 
into  Canada  ------ 

Pensions  to  persons  on  board  of  private   armed 
vessels,  a  bill   further  to  amend   the  act 
regulating,  read  twice     .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   .  -  .  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  Mr.  Archer 
proposed,  as  an  amendment  to  the  stand- 
ing rules,  the  appointment  of  a  standing 
committee  on  ..... 

amended  and  agreed  to        -         - 

appointment  of  the  committee  on 

Perry,  Captain  Oliver  H.,  a  resolution  from   the 

Senate  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 

of  the  gallant  conduct  of,  &.C.,  twice  read, 

and  referred   ------ 

reported  without  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Physicians  of  New  York,  Mr.  Miller  presented  a 
memorial  of  sundry,  respecting  the   con- 
struction of  the  act  laying   duties  on   li- 
censes to  retailers,  referred       -         -  - 
Piatt,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  -  - 

Pickens.  .Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution   to    amend 

the  Constitution 

speech  of,  on  the  same        .         -         .         - 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  .... 

Pickering,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 
and  took  his  scat    -         -         -  -  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  depredations  committed 
by  soldiers  ..-.-- 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  - 
on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  riflemen 
on  the  bill  providing  for  return  of  vessels  1269 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  .  .  -  -  1697 
Pillage  and  destruction  of  private  property,  on  the 

Chesapeake,  by  the  euemy      -         -         -  2285 
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i^hlyn,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 


m  of,  diuas^-ced  to,  and  the  Committee  of 
jSi  Claims  ordereil  to  report  a  bill  in  his  favor 
a  bill  for  rtlief  of.  twire  read        .         .         . 


JJl  ordered  t;i  a  third  reading 
5  read  a  third  time,  and  pasii 


^  reaii  a  imr.i  iime,  anu  passed      .  .  . 

r^in,  Mt~,  uu  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Commif- 


2019 
2025 
2027 
2030 


'V, 


tee  wfri'  instructed   to   inquire   into   the 

cost!',  fet-s,  &c.,  in  the  courts  of  the  United 

States     ---.... 

remarks  v?.  on  the  partial  appropriation  bill 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments    - 

on  the  n-iijlulion  concerning  the  coasting 

trade 1050,  1053 

-  1121 


801 
850 
929 


con- 


on  the  Ntintucket  bill 

on  printing  the  iMaryland  memorial    - 

on    the   resolution    concerning  Army 

tractors  --.... 

speech  of,  on   the  loan   bill         .         .         . 
remarks  cf,  on  the  Yazoo  claims  - 
on  the  Nulional  Bank         .... 
on  a  genrfHl  tariff      ..... 
on  the  bil;  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 

and  silver  coin,  &c.         .         .         .         . 
speech  of;  on  the  bill  to  lay  an  embargo 
[isants,  Jarpcs,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat     ...... 
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2017 
2042 

789 


1926 
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ler,  David,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1923 
^  twice  read,  and  committed  ... 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  ajid  passed     ..... 

er,  Col.,  li'^tcr  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
smouth.  :St\v  Hampshire,  Mr.  Webster  pre. 
sented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
^^      of;  refirrcd  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
y*.      and  Means     .         .  .  .  .  -   1150 

J*   another  petition  of  the  same  character,  also 

^        referred  ......    1922 

C"  a  bill  concerning  transportation  to  and  from 

Thomaslown,  read  twice  ...    I92fi 

ndefinitnly  postj)oned  ....  2009 

it,  Jotham,  of  .\ew  York,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seal  ......     7^6 

remarks  vf,  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  into 

the  economy  of  the  .\avdl  Establisliment   1011 
on  the  bi^l; providing  for  the  return  of  ves. 
seis,  dfc  -         -         .         .         .         .   1265 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  floating  batteries      -   1802 
on  the  biU  giving  increased  bounty  on  pri.s- 

•  :      oners     <^ 1904 

^  i  on  the  blH  iixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress      19.59 

on  the  bill  laying,  an  embargo     -  -  .    1991 

masters,  h  bill  providing  for  the  appointment 

of,  re:ii'   twice  ;.....     ,S8U 
!t  Offices  and  Post 'Road-s,  appointment  of  the 

standing  Committee  on  -         -         -         -     784 
t  Office  Estabiishijient,  Mr.  Ingersoll  ofTered 

a  resolution  concerning  the  ...  1245 
f)rdered  t<>  lie  on  the  table  ....  1247 
II  bill  su{)plementary  to  the  act  regulating 

the,  re^d  twice  .....  ih37 
OfKcc  P.^tronage,  Mr.  Ingersoll  submitted  a 

resolution  touching  ....  >j5(] 
after  sev.-ral  motions,  it  was  referred  to  a 

select  committee  .....  pgg 
the  said  committee  were  discharged     -  .  2025 

Roads,  a- bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 
read  twice,  amd  committed       .         .         .   1659 


Post  Roads — continued. 

reported  with  amendments  -         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  . 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments:, 
and  agreed  to  -         -         .         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  ....... 

Potter,  t^iisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  ap{)earcd.  and 
took  his  seat  -         .         .         .         . 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
coasting  trade  .  .  .  .  . 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  - 

on  the  bill   providing  for  the  return  of  ves. 
sels,  &c.         ...... 

remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank 

on  the  embargo  bill  -         -         .         .         . 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  silver  coin,  &c.  .  .  .  . 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  giving  the  right  of,  read  twice, 
&c.        -         -         - 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  from  sun- 
dry inhabitant.s  of  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing rights  of,  referred      .         .         .         . 
President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 

report  of  said  committee,  with  information 
of  a  Message,  Ac.  .         .         .         .         . 

President's  House,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
pairing the,  read  twice    .  .  .  . 

bill  lost  for  want  of  a  quorum     .         .         . 
Presquc  Isle,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Com. 
mittee  on   Naval  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  deepening  the  channel  into    the 
harlwr  of        .....         . 

Prevost,  Sir  Ceorge,  letters  from,  to  the  British 
Commissary  of  Prisoners  ... 

correspondence  of,  with  Cenera]  Wilkinson 
Printing  of  Documents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pick- 
ering, a  particular  mode  of,  was  prescribed 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting 

read,  and  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment     . 
Prisoners,  brought    into  port  liy   private    armed 

vessels.     (See  Bounty  to  ownera,  <Scc.) 
Prisoners  of  War,  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial, 
documents  relating  to      - 

a  list  of....... 

documents  showing  the  bad  treatment  of    - 

a  table  of  allowance  of  provisions  to  . 

detention  oi,  on  the  plea  of  being  British 
subjects  ..... 

a  return  of,  tomahawked  by  the  Indians,  at 
the  battle  of  Frenchtown          ... 
Privilege  of  Members,  Mr.  King,  of  .Massachu- 
.sett«,  submitted  three  ret>olutions  concern- 
ing the 

which  the  House  refus-ed  to  consider  - 
Property  captured  or  destroyed,  &c,   a  bill  au- 
thorizing payment  for,  read  twice,  &c.     . 

reported  without  amendment,  and   recom. 
mitted 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 

taken  up,  and  amended      .... 

laid  over  by  general  consent 
Property  Impressed,  &c.,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  full  value  to  the  own- 
ers  of--..... 

a  bill  to  provide  for  paying  for,  read  twice  . 
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Property  Impressed — continued.  Page, 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    1933 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1934 
Public  Acts,  Records,  Ac,  a  bill  to  prescribe  the 

mode  of  authenticating,  read  twice,  Ac,   1228 
the  committee  discharged  ....  2022 
Public  Debt,  revised  statement  of      .         -         .  2651 
Public  Expenditures,  Mr.  Eppes  submitted  a  res- 
olution  for  appointing  an  additional  stand, 
ing  committee  on  -         -         -         -         -   1628 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed       .   1695 
Public  Journals,  Mr.  Pickering  submitted  a  res- 
olution concerning  the ;    read  twice  .     788 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...     799 
on  motion  of  the   same,  a  committee  was 

appointed  respecting  the  printing  of  the  -     791 
a  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  furnish  copies 

of  the,  to  the  judges,  Ac.         ...  1433 
twice  read,  and  comnulted  ...   1435 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third   reading  .....    1767 

Public  I^ands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  -         -         .         .         -     784 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
on,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  reducing  the  price  of     .         -     786 
on  motion   of  the  same,  they  were   also   in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
giving  further  time  to  purchasers  for  mak- 
ing payiiienl.-i  on     -  -  -  -  -     786 
the  same  Committee  were  also  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  the  sale  of  certain  sections  of    803 
a  bill  for  relief  of  persons  who   have   made 
wrong  entries,  Ac,  twice  read,  Ac.  -   1773 
Public  Stores,  the  Committee  of  Claims  were  in- 
structed io  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  for  buildings  occupied  as,  Ac.       -     791 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  on   motion   of  Mr. 
hatlimore,  the  (Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  further  time  to  certain, 
to  complete  their   payments     .         -  -     789 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  read  twice  -     813 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -          •          .         -    1187 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1235 

Q. 

Quarter  Sections,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Jennings, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
subdividing  the        ..... 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  subdivision  of,  twice 
read        ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -         -  . 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  ... 
Quorum,  an  interchange  of  messages  on  the  sub* 

ject  of  a  ......     782 

R. 

Rangers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing in  force  the  several  acts  authorizing 
the    raising   of         -  -         -         -  -     980 

a  bill  making  provision    for  two  companie:i 

of,  twice  read  -         -         -         -         -   1 195 

indefinitely  postponed  ....    1946 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  raise  ten 
additional  companies  of,  read  twice,  and 
committed      ......   1334 
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Rangers — continued. 

reported  without  amendment,  read 
time,  and  passed     .... 

Ransom  of  American  prisoners  from  Indians 

the  British   service  .... 

Ransoming  of  Vessels,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  Ac, 
read  twice,  Ac       ..... 

reported,  and  discussed       .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

a   motion   of  Mr.  Oakley,  on,  negatived     . 

Rea,  .Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and   took 

his   seat  ...... 

Reed,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on   his 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the   economy  of 
the  x\aval  Establishment         .         -1010,1011 
speech  of.  on  the  bill  allowing   certain    per- 
missions to  the  people  of  Nantucket 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  pur- 

chase  or  building  of  certain    vessels 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit   the  ex- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  coins,  Ac 
Reed,  George  C,  letter  from,  to  Captain  Charles 

Morris   .         .         -         .         - 

Re.enlistment  of  Soldiers,  a  resolution  introduced 

by  Mr.  Lowndes  was  adopted,  respecting 

additional  encouragement  for  ... 

Remission  of  Penalties,  Ac,  papers  in  relation  to 

the,  communicated  to  the  House 
Removal  of  causes  in  certain    cases,  a   bill   pro- 
viding for  the,  read  twice         ... 
Rengucnet.  Bartholomew,  Mr.  Ingersoll  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred 
Representatives'    Chamber,    on    motion    of    Mr. 
Wright,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into    the   expediency  of  raising  the 
floor  of,  and  completing  the     ... 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  and  twice  read  2015 
Resources  of  the  United  States,  .Mr.  McKiin  sub. 
mitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the, 
which  was  referred  to   the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  .Means 

Retaliation,  appointment  of  a  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to    . 
.Mr.  Lovett  offered  sundry  resolutions  con- 
cerning ...... 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Return  of  Vessels  to  their  own  districts,  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the,  twice  read       ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

read,  and  referred 

the  amendments  concurred  in      - 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee   of  Ways 
and   Means     ...... 

Revenue  Cutters,  .Mr.  Wood  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning,  which,  after  being  modi- 
fied, was    agreed    to         -         -         -  - 

a  bill  granting  pensions  to  officers  of,  read 

twice      ..-..-. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  %vith  amendments  2024 
amendment  concurred  in    -         -  -  -  2026 

Revenue  Laws,  .Mr.  McKim  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  manufacturers  in  Baltimore, 
praying  a  revision  of  the  ...  20l\|32 


791 


.  2552 


2025 


812 


2008 


1586 
786 

802 

'  813 

1228 
1255 
1269 
1589 
1627 
1694 


785 


1628 

1865 
2008 
2009 


iS 


i_ 


X4" 


^ 


„4- 


INDEX. 

House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


XCVI 


ays 


and 


Page. 


2007 


-  2020 


78-1 


Rtrienne  Lawi — continued. 
y'  referred   {o   the  Committee   of  VV 
Means   - 
on  motion  of  .\Ir.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  a  com- 
mittee Mru8  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedinnry  of  amending  the  judicial  E.yii- 

Jtem  so  far  as  concerns  the  execution  of 
the  ;;  -  r  . 
^  isal  and  Unfinished  Dusinrst;,  appointment 
of  the  /Innding  Committee  on  -  • 
^noldsburgv  Tennefi.-iee,  Mr.  Rhea  presented 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nesijee,;  respecting  a  road  from,  referred  1233 
fa,  Mr.,  of  Ti-nncsste,  on  motion  of,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  in;«tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency ;)f  authorizing  members  to  frank 
certain  .documents  .... 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  con- 
cerning the  French  decrees  .  .  - 
remarks  of.  on  the  bill  to  encourage  cnlist- 
^  ments  ---.... 
:''  on  the  Naval  Establishment 
*ion  the  coasting  trade  .... 

•[^  on  the  right  of  expatriation         ... 

*    r.n  the  blue  lightij 

si, speech  of,  on   the  hill    to    raise    additional 
y,      riflcmeo  ...... 

jEl  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
^  t      the  same        ...... 

4  speech  of  on  the  loan  bill 
j,.  ThomaK,   a  bill   for  relief  of,  read    three 
■!,  •   times,  rind  passed  ..... 
R^oards,  Stephen,  a  prisoner,  letter  from  to  Col. 
:       Gardner  .         . 

fhiurdson,  William  Nf.,  of  .Massachusetts,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat  ... 
remarks  of,  on  th-;  .Nantucket  bill  -  . 
{^Trr  to  a  Bill,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Wright,  an 
^^.  additional  standing  rule  was  adopted,  that 
y       no  amendment  be  received,  by  way  of,  on 

.  •      its  third  reading 

(trly,  Hen.y  .M.,  ol   Delaware,  appeared  and 

i*      took  hi«  scat 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims 
»«-mcn,  a   bJI   to   raise  three  additional   regi- 
ments of,  reail  twice        .... 


^  read  a  thrrd  time,  and  passed 
i>  returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
— ;  ment  ----... 
fli amendment  concurred  in    .  -  .  . 

fi£lit  of  ExpvUriation,  .Mr.  Robertson  submitted 
^      a  resolution  on  the  subject  of 

<«laid  on  the  table 

K%i  4tTi,  Joseph,  deposition  of,  relative  to  the 
;-!  massacre  and  burning  of  American  pria- 
'*  oners  --..... 
R«(a^'rtg,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  speech  of,  on  Mr. 
{^  Hanson's  second  resolution  -  -  . 
^  remarks  ijf,  on  his  own  adoption  of  Mr.  H.'s 
fi     original  resolution  -         .         .  . 

"in  reply  to  .Mr.  I'^.st  .  .         .  . 

ton   Mr.  Webster's  p-oposed  amendment  to 
his  resolution  .         .         .         .  . 

|on   .Mr.   Hanson'i;  proposed  amendment  to 
his  resolution  .         .         .         .         . 

Jon  Mr.  Gaston's  reaolution  concerning  the 

Canadas 
ion    his    resolution    concerning    Turrcau's 
letter 
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Roberts,  Mr. — continued. 

on  the  Moravian  petition   •         -         -         . 

resignation  of    - 

Roberts,  Zachariah,  on  motion  of  Mr.  .\rcher  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged 

from  consideration  of  the  petition  of 

Robertson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend 

the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  lay  and 

collect  a  direct  tax  ... 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  extending  the 

time  of  enlistments  .... 

speech  of,   introductory   of  a  resolution   on 

the  right  of  expatriation  1094,  1095,  1098 

remarks  of,  on  the  .Maryland  memorial        -    1219 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  to 

raise  riflemen  ...  1257,  1260 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...   ]609 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims         .         .   1917 

on  the  National  Bank         ....   1955 

Robertson,  'I'oilus,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

conduct  of  the  erirmy     -  .  .  . 

Rules  and   Articles  of  War,  on   motion  of  Mr. 

Taylor,  the  Committee  on  Military  Atlairs 

were  instructed  to  revise  so  much  of  tne, 

as  relates  to  the  punishment  of  offences 

therein  mentioned  .... 

resolution  adopted      ..... 

Rules  of  the  House,  Mr.  King,  of  .Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  to  add  to  the 


2293 


1050 
1051 


laid  on  the  talile  -  -  .  .  . 

Russell,  Seth  &.  Sons,  a  bill  for   relief  of,  read 

twice      ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  .  . 

Russell,  Jonathan,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Barlow,  and  others  ... 

Russian  .Mediation,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Calhoun, 
the  President  was  requested  to  lay  before 
the  House  such  documents  as  he  may 
deem  proper  to  be  communicated,  respect- 
ing the  ...... 


1155 
1157 

-  1862 

-  1865 
•  1865 

-  2074 


928 


a  message  transmitting  the  papers  asked  for    1047 
a  copy  of  said  papers  ... 


2087 


ork,   prc- 


S. 

Sales  at  .\uctioii,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  laying 
duties  on         -  -  - 

a  bill   to  amend   the   act  laying  duties  on, 
fnrt-  re.id      --.... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  .  . 

Salt,  manufactures  of         -  -  -  .  . 

Sands,    Joshua,   Mr.    Fisk,   of  New    Y 
senteJ  the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       .  .  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reiding  .         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  .  . 

Saratoga,  Mr    Taylor  presented  certain  proceed- 
ings in  the  several  towns  of,  recommend- 
ing a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war     • 
Satterwhite,   Edwin  'J'.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 
twice      --.-... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  .  . 

returned    from    the    Senate    with    atncnd- 
meiits    --.-... 
amcrulineiits  read,  and  concurred  in    - 
Savage,  W.  H.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  - 

r«ad  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         . 
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1143 
1935 
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Scott,  "W.   H..  a  prisoner,  a  letter  from  to  Colo- 
nel Gardner  --.... 
Sea  Fencihies,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  author- 
ize a  corps  of,  read  twice         ... 
indefinitely  postponed        .... 
Mr.  Wright   submitted  a  resolution  to  con. 
nect  the,  with  the  flotilla 
Sears,  William,  statement  of,  in  relation  to  the 
pillage  and  destruction   of  private  prop- 
erty by  the  enemy  ....  2285 
Secret  Proceedings.     See  journal  of  -         -         -  2031 
Seecomb  and  Williams,  .Mr.  Pickering  present- 
ed the  petition  «)f,  referred        -  -  -     812 
Senators    and    Representatives,    a   bill   to   estab- 
lish   a    uniforiB    mode    of  electing,    read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 849 

Sevier,  John,  of  Tennessee,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 783 

Seybert,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
collecting  and  preserving  flags,  <Scc.,  taken 
from  the  enemy      -  .  .         .  .     795 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

Naval  Establishment      ....   lOlO 
on  his  resolution  concerning  cop{)er  coins  .   1859 
on  a  National  Bank  •         -         .         .         .   I860 
on  a  general  tariff      .....    19.59  j 
Shannon,  George,  a  bill  to  renew  a  land  warrant  ' 

to,  read  twice  .....   1195  ! 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  .   1935 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •  -  .   1946  . 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment,  | 

and  concurred  in 2030 

Sharp,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   introducing  sundry  I 

resolutions    in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  j 

Governor  Chittenden,  of  Vermont  -         .     859  1 

on  Mr   Hanson's  second  resolution     -  -     898 

on  the  Yazoo  claims  ....   1917  , 

Shawneetown,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  opening  of  i 

a  road   from,   to    Kaskaskia,    read    twice,  ' 

and  committed        .....     84.5  i 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice       -  -  -    1767  ! 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  -  .   1771 

Shefley,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  ' 

his  seat  ......     7^7  1 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  term  of  j 

enlistments    ......     986  j 

on  the  Nantucket  bill         ....   1122  ' 

on  the  resolutions  touching  army  contract-  \ 

ors 1233 

on  the   Senate  amendments  to  the  bill  to 

raise  riflemen  .....   1256  ' 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -         .         .   1298  ' 

Shelby,  Governor,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  War 2400  j 

Sherwood,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  i 

took  his  seat  ......     796  > 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  .         ...    1523 

Sbipberd,  Zebulon   R.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  \ 

and  UjoV.  his  seat 786  I 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  amendment  to  j 

Mr.  Roberts's  resolution           -         .         .     908 
on  the  bill  to  extend  enlistments         -         -   1018 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, &c. 1266 

on  the  loan  bill 1502 

on  the  embargo  bill    -          -          .         .         .  2000 
SUk,  manufactures  of 2629 

13ih  Con.  lst&  2d  Sess.— d 


Page. 


Singleton,  Stephen,  Mr.  Ingersoll  presented   the 

petition  of,  referred  ....     gj3 

Singleton,    Thomas    S.,    collector   of  Ncwbern, 

letter  from   to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  2301 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the    1248 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the     -         -  2646 
Smith,  W.  S.,  of  New  York,  speech  of,  on  the 

bill  to  raise  riflemen         -  .  -         -1187 

remarks  of,  on  floating  batteries  .         .  1802 

Smyth,   Alexander,  the   Speaker  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  to  retain  his  rank  in 

the  Army 806 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War         -  -     807 

a  letter  from,  to  the   Speaker,  with  sundry 

documents      ......   1535 

correspondence   of,    with    the   Secretary    of 

War,  and  others 2486 

Specie.  (See  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  &c.) 
Spirit  and  manner  in  which  war  is  waged  by  the 
enemy,  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  ....  2239 
Standing  Committees,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Daw- 
son, the  House  proceeded  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the 783 

Standing   Rules  and  Orders,  the  committee   to 
whom  was  referred  Mr.  King's  motion  to 
amend  the,  were  discharged     ...    1284 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  a  committee  was 

appointed  to  revise  the   ....   1150 
Mr.  Goldsborough  submitted  a  resolution  to 
amend   the,  by  adding  a  rule  to  admit  on 
the  floor  cx-mcmbcrs  of  the  Cabinet        .   1689 
which  was  agreed  to  -         ....   1659 
Mr.  Wright  ofl'ered  an  amendment  to  the   -  1961 
which  was  agreed  to,  (See   Rider  to  a  bill)  2003 
Stanford,  Richard,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat  -  -  -  .  .     783 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims  1656,  1675 

State,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  on  our  relations 

with  France 2061 

Stenographers,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning      -         -         .         .         .  1047 
Stewart,    Captain    Charles,    correspondence    of, 

with  .\dmiral  Sir  John  Warren        -         .  2129 
Stockton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Wright's  res- 
olution respecting  treason        -  -      881,  882 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolutions  ...     899 
on  .Mr.  Hanson's  amendment  to    Mr  Rob. 

erts's  resolution 914 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  .     988 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ingersoll     ....   1012 
on  the  embargo  bill,  (secret  session)  -         .  2034 
Stothart   and  Starkev,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

r«ad       -         - 1234 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         -         .   1284 
Strong,  Win.,  of  Vt.,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat     783 
Sturges,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  concern- 
ing judicial  courts  -         ....     797 
Suffrage,   .Mr.    I.attimore    prei>cnted   a  petition, 
praying  extension  of  the  right  of,  in  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  referred       ...    1334 
a    bill  to  that  eflect,  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted     1771 

Sugar  of  the  Cane,  manufacture  of  -  -         -  2619 

Supplies  to  the  Enemy,  a  resolution  by  .Mr.  Oak- 
ley to  ask  the  President  for  evidence  of 
persons  furnishing,  was  negatived  -         -  2052 
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8up»r«ne  Court,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authori- 
''  ling:  the  purchase  of  a  libraiy  for  the  use 
>'    of  the,  was  read  twice,  and  committed    - 

SorikJ  of^  the  Ooast,  a  bill  to  authorizt-  a  partial, 
'?l    twice  read      ...... 

^^Iiriiered  to  n  third  reading  - 
iead  a  thin!  time,  and  passed 
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.art.  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  ;«jipearcd, 
,  and  took  his>cat  -  -  -  -  - 
Tal^erro.  John,  orTmotion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the 
'V  petition  of,  contesting  the  election  of  John 
^"^  P.  Hungerford,  isiiting  member,  was  rc- 
iw  ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections 
^#port  of  B;iid  committee  thereon,  committed 
i^  to  a  Committee  of  the  V\  hole 
wie  decision  of  the  House  was  adverse  to 

j»    the  petition 

Tal  jfiadge,  Benjamin,  of  ('onnecticut,  appeared, 
'     and  took  his  seat    -         -         -         -         - 
'Remarks  of,  on  the  IN'antuckel  bill 
tj>n  the  bill  to  raise  additional  riflemen 
f^n  the  volunteers'  bill         .         .         .         - 
5(,)n  the  Senate  amendment  t<>  the  riflemen  bill   12C3 
r^»>n  the  bill  to  amend  the  militia  laws  -         -   1930 
^'^n  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 

and  silvfT  coins,  Ac.       ....  2013 

jc bill,  Gen<«ral,  return  of  the  brigade  of,  who 

J    volunteered  to  cross  into  Canada     - 

^aJjan,  Arthur,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

^    twice  read      ---... 

S^rdered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

Ta^tiF  of  Duti«»i  Mr.  Ingham   gubraitted  a  rei.o- 

.f    lution  CiimcerBing  a         -         -         -         - 

•f'esolution  agreed  to 

Tavlfor,  Mr.,  riit)»arks  of,  on   Mr.  Clay's  resolu- 
^>^     tions  coiTicerning  cruisers  of  Foreign  Pow- 
ers, andiwar  with  our  enemv 


Tenneasee — continued.  Pag*. 

report  of  the  managers  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 2009 

the   Senate  accept  the  modifications  report- 
ed by  the  managers,  and  the   Houm  do 
the  same         -         -         -         -         -         -  2011 

an  adverse  report  on  the  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  paying 
a  detachment  of  militia  fo'       ...    1696 
Thomastown,  Mr.  Wood  presented  the  petition 

of  the  inhabitants  of.  referred         -         -   1865 
(See   I'urtsmouth,  New  Humpfhire.) 
Thompson,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of,  for  in- 
terest    ..-----     791 

the  report,  being  adverse,  concurred  in         -     804 
Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  two  petitions  of,  re- 
ferred    -  *      -         -         -         ■         -         -   1696 
Mr.  Newton  presented  another  petition  of, 
referred  ......   1865 

Thompson.  Kichard,  alTidavit  of,  in   relation  to 

his  imprisonment   -----  2279 

Thorndike,  Israel,  a  bill  for  relief  of  -         -         -  2011 
reported  without  amendment,  and  committed  2014 

.         -  2023 
-  2590 


Ta 
T 


•J 

5;jon  the  bill  \o  ^mend  the  seventh  section  of 

S     the  act  »o  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 

>on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments    - 

^introducinjj  resolutions  concerning  licenses 

to  distillers.  (See.      .         .         .  .         . 


I  indefinitely  postponed         .         .         .         - 

1171  i  Tobacco,  digest  of  the  manufacture  of 

I  Todd,  Dr.  John,  letter  from,   detailing   the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  after  the  disastrous  af- 
fair of  Fnnchtown  .         .         .         . 
Tompkins,  James,  uflldavit  of,  in  relation  to  hia 
imprisonment          .         .         -         -         - 
Transportation    of  Troops,    on    motion    of   Mr, 
Wilson  the   Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed t )  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
improving  the  water  and  land  communica- 
tions between  certain  places  and  the  lakes, 
for  the   --.---- 
Treason,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  ex- 
tending the  second  section  of  the  act  es- 
tablishing rules  and  articles  for  the  Army, 
to  citizens       ..-.-- 
the  resolution  agreed  to      -         -         -         - 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of, 
read  twice      .--..- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa«>ed      .         .         - 
Mr.  Desha  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
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[on  the  National  Dank         .... 
[on  the  bill  l/>  amend  the  militia  laws  - 
■|0n  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes 
Tiv/or,  General   Robert   B.,  correspondence  of. 
/      with  Captain  Birrie        .         .         -         - 
iiwilh  Admiral  Warren         .... 
yextract  fro&j  the  general  orders  of       - 
T^ifeir.  ThomaiC  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took 

V  his  seat  ...... 

Tty-iessee,  a  bill  declnring  the  assent  of  Cdn- 

ij  grt'ss  to  «n  act  of  the  Legislature  of,  read 
W  twice,  and  committed  .... 
Jr  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
P  to  a  thiTU  reading  ..... 
f^read  a  thiHd  tune,  and  passed      ... 

r"  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    1923 
amendmeijts  disagreed  to  -         -         -         -  200.5 
i^  the  Senattf  insist,  and  ask  a  conference        -  2006 

V  conferenco   agreed  to,   and    managers    ap- 

V  pointed  ~ 2008 
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Trinity   Church,  Georgetown.  Mr.    Lewis   pre- 
sented a  j)etition  of  the  congregation  of,  re- 
ferred    ..----- 

Troup  .Mr.,  remarka  of,  on   the  reference  of  a 
resolution        ...... 

speech  of.  on  Mr.  Bradley's  resolution   re- 
specting the  failure  of  our  arm*    - 
remarks  of,  on  the  reaolution  touching  fur- 
loughs     867,  868 

remarks  ot.  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution         -     881 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Grosvenor  -     884 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments    -      929,  935 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  five  years'  enlistments     981 
on  the   rei)Ort  from  the   conference   on   the 
same      ...... 

on   the   resoljtion  concerning  the  Niagara 
frontier  .-.---- 

on  the  bill  to  raiac  additional  riflemen 

on  the  bill  respecting  volunteers  -  1230,  2009 

on  the  Senate's  amendment*  to  the  riflemen 

l„ll         -         -         -         -         -         -         -   12W 

sp  ech  of,  on  bis  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's 
Yazoo  bill 18M 
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Troup,  Mr. — continued. 

remarks  of.  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  bill  for  organizing  the  .\rmy    - 
on   the   resolution    respecting   internal  im- 
provements   ..-.-- 
Taberville,  .Major  John,  letter  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy 

Turreau,  General,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
France,  copy  of  a  letter  said  to  have  been 
addressed  by,  to  Robert  Smith,  Secretary 

ofSuie 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stale  and  a  commu- 
nication from  his  chief  clerk,  respecting 

the  letter  of 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
subject  of  said  letter        .... 

laid  on  the  table 

taken  up  for  consideration  and  negatived    - 
Mr.  Hanson  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
same  subject,  negatived  .         -         .         - 
U. 
Udree,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  a  mem- 
ber in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hyneinan,  resigned, 
was  qualified  and  took  his  seat 
Uniform   Militia,  a   bill  from  the  Senate  in  fur- 
ther addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  and 
to  establish  a  .         .         -         .         - 

read  twice,  and  committed  .         -         - 

reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  -.----- 
Uniform  mode  of  electing  Senators  and  Repre- 
^  sentatives,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  act  of 
(y'ongress  one  -         .         .         .  - 

Union  Bank  of  .Mexandria,  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the,  read  twice,  &c.         *         *         '         .* 
United  Brethren,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  J.  Cunow,  in  behalf  of  the 
Unsettled  Accounts,  a  letter  from  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement 
of,  on  the  .Xuditor's  books        ... 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  sub- 
ject of    ---•■*         " 
V. 
Vacant  Grounds,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,   praying    that   certain,    be- 
tween the  Capitol  and  the  Potomac  river, 
may  4^kiil<  and  the  proceeds  apjiropria- 
ted  to  aTTering  the  canal,  «Scc;  rclcrred  to 
the  District  Committee  - 
Valuation  of  property  destroyed   in  Frederick- 
town  and  Georgetown,  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland        ....-- 
Veasy,  John  T.,  certificate  of,  relative  to  the  de- 
struction of  towns  on  the  Eastern  Shore 

of  Maryland 

Vessels  captured  on  Lake  Erie,  a  bill  lo  author- 
ize the  purchase  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to  .         .         .         .         - 

VesseU  of  War,  a  bill  lo  authorize  the  purchase 
or  building  of  certain,  read  twice,  &.c. 
the  committee  discharged,  and  bill  referred 
to  another      ------ 
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Vessels  of  War — continued.  Page. 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -   1803 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1804 
Violation  of  Flags  of  Truce,  documents  laid  be- 
fore Congress  in  relation  to  the,  by  the 
enemy   ------- 

Virginia,  Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  aid  in  opening  an  internal  navi- 
gation, referred 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Clopton,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  district  courts  in  the  district 

of 

a  bill  to  that  efiect,  read  twice    -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Volunteers,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Desha,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  additional  pay 
to  the  mounted,  on  the  Canada  expedition 
the  Committee  of  (Maims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  compensating  the  milllia,  and    - 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  retain  in 
service  certain,  read  twice       -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
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returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments   1435 


which  were  read  and  concurred  in 

a  bill   to  authorize    the    President  to  accept 
the  services  of,  twice  read        .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Wabash,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Claims  were   instructed   to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
act  for  reliefoflheofncer6,&c.,  who  served 
in  the  cam[)aign  on  the 

u  bill  supplementary  to   the  act  aforemen- 
tioned, read  twice  -         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         - 

Wagons  and  Horses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha, 

a  resolution  respecting   lost,  was  adopted 
i> .    .,_    .i._    .,„...;.,..   „i 
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Walkington,  George,  report   on    the   petition  of  1773 


a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         - 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      .         •         - 

Ward,  Arlemas,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
coasting  trade         .         .         .         -         - 
on  the  right  of  expatriation         .         .         - 
on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, «kc. 
on  the.  Senate  bill  giving  an  increased  bounty 
on  prisoners  ....-- 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  support  of  tho  Mili- 
tary Establishment  .         .         -         . 
Ward,  John,  deposition  of,  relating  to  the  conduct 
of,  the  enemy          .         .         .         .         - 

Warren,  Sir  John  B.,   correspondence   of,  with 
the  Secretary  of  State     -         -         .         . 
letter  from,  to  Brigadier  (Jeneral  MiUCr,  re- 
pecting  the  release  of  O'.Neill 
Washburn,  James,  and  others,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of         -----         - 

Washington   Library  Company,  a  bill  from   the 
Senate  to  incorporate  the 


1774 
1863 
1864 

804 

1050 
1099 

1267 

1804 

1808 

2293 

2238 

2319 

1913 

-  1133 


INDEX. 


I 


"IV^shington  Library  Co. — continued. 

■y    read  twici^  and  committed  -         .         . 

>^  rcportei!,  iead  a  third  time,  and  passed 
"^tjf.)B  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  btanding 

,,       committee  of 

"VV^bcter,   Daniel,  of  .\ew  Hampshire,  appeared 

.8       and  took,  his  seat 

J*  remarks  o^  introductory  of  a  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  the  Mes- 
sage of  Jast  session  in  reply  to  his  reso- 
,/  lution  r»;«<pectinitj  the  French  decrees 
^speech  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution 
.v'specch  of,  on  theTurreau  letter 
>'remarks  ot  on  the  bill  to  encourage  cniist- 
.^    ments    <        .    ;     . 

speech  of,  ^  the  same  bill 
^^xcmarks  oi",  on  the  Nantucket  bill 
_<*on  printin4  the  Mnryland  memorial    - 
^j>n  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  riflemen 
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^on  the  Seriate   amjendments  to  the 
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W1 


-  1258, 
--    bill  for 
>-*.     organizing  the  Army      -    .     - 
^on  the  National  B*nk         -         -         .         . 
fspeech  of,  rtn  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo 
's.  Mary,  a   bill   to  satisfy  the  claim  of,  read 
twice     -         -         - 

Vread  a  third  time,  and  passed 
^' aion,   I,aban,   of   Massachusetts,   appeared 
and  took  his  seat    -         -         .         -         . 
peech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  - 
n  the  embargo  biH    -         -         -         .         . 
"Wi^ehill.  Jami's,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and 

^    took  his  seat  - 

W'!j^<ney,  John,  and  J.  H.  Dorr,  a  bill   for  relief 
fc'.    of,  twict  read  - 

^ead  a  thirj  time,  and  passed 
Wg^ws  and  Ojphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  to  provide 

•J    '"''  ^^^<  '**'^  twice 

/  crdered  to  a  third  reading 

^Je^d  a  tim;-,  and  passed      .... 

*;.>f  officers  jf  militia,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the, 

ti    twice  rejuJ 
jnson,    Cicneral,    correspondence    of,    with 
4^    General  8ir  George  Prevost    - 
*i-crrespondence  of,  with    the   Secretary   of 

r^    W  ar      - -^      . 

WiUjflms,  Isaac.,  jr.,  Mr.    Fisk  ef  New  York  pre- 
■Jl   sented    .|>e    petition    of,   contesting    the 
y   election  of  John   M.  Bowers,  referred  to 
the  Comtiiittee  of  Elections    - 
favorable  report  thereon,  read  - 
le  House  foncur  in  the  report  that,  is  en- 
titled to  tj-e  seat; 

J^ppeared  and  took  ihi*  seat,  in  place  of  Mr. 

Bowers  ----.. 

(ims,  John  ]?.,  a  bijl  for  relief  of.  twice  read 

ims,  James,  a  repc.rt  on  the  petition  of 

pmson,  Johti  T.,  a  bill   for  relief  of,  twice 

read       -         -      .   

lead  a  third  time,  aind  passed 

pn,  John,  oi  Mass.-^chusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  ew>at 

ernarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

•,  coasting  (rade 

^n  the  Nantucket  bill  .... 
yn  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for 
Vj  the  return  of  vessels  .... 
Wirjgn.  Thomas,. of  Pennsylvania,  speech  of,  on 
>4  the  e.xtension  of  tjnlistments  - 
J^i  internal  irmprovements  .... 
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Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 

for  relief  of,  read  twice    -         -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         . 

Winder,  Colonel    William  H.,  letters  from,   to 

General  Smyth       -         -         .         .         . 

return  of  the    regiment   of,   embarked    for 

Canada  ---... 

VN  ines,  manufacture  of.  and  cultivation  of  the 

grape 

Winter,  Mr.,  on   motion   of,   the   Committee  of 

Claims  were  instru.-ted  to  inquire  into  tho 

expediency  of  providing  for   payment  for 

buildings  occupied   as  public  stores  and 

burnt  by  the  enemy  while  so  occupied     - 

Wood,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of 

Wood,  Doctor  James,  a  prisoner,  a  letter  from, 

to  Colonel  Gardner         -         -         -         . 

Wood,   Abiel,  of  .Massachusetts,  appeared   and 

took  his  seat  - 

Wood,  James,  deposition  of,  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Grace     - 
Woodward,  Augu.stus  B.,  extracts  of  letters  from, 
to  General  i'roctor  .... 

Woollen  Goods,  .Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  manufactureraof, 
praying  protection.  Sec.  -  .         .  ' 

digest  of  the  manufactures  of    -         -2581,  2607 
Wright,  Robert,  of  .Md.,appearedand  took  his  seat     787 
remarks  of,  on  the  failure  of  our  arma  in  tho 

North 

on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  in  relation  to  the 
French  decrees       -         -  -  .  . 

speech  of,  on   the  resolution    to  appoint  a 
Lieutenant  General         -         -         .         . 
remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Sharp's   resolutions  re- 
specting Governor  Chitttnden 
on  the  resolution  respecting  furloughs 
on  .Mr.  Hanson's  resolution 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  929,  931 
on  the  resolution  concerning  coasting  trade  1050 
speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  -  108J 
remarks   of,   on    the   resolution    concerning 

blue  lightj* 1,28 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial  -  1209,  1210 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....  1559 
remarks  of.  introductory  of  a  motion  to  sua. 

pend  the  embargo  -         -         .         .   1759 

on  the  Yazoo  claims  -         .         .  1854    1^75 

speech  of,  on   the   bill   from   the  Senate  on 
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that  subject 
remarks  of.  on  the  militia  laws  - 
on  the  National  Bank 
on   referring   the  bill  to  repeal  th< 

go 

on  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes 

Y. 

\ancey,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the   laws  aa  to 

evidence,  Ac, 

remarks  of.  on  the  Senate  bill  to  comoen- 
sate  the  Yazoo  claimants 

Yazoo  Claims.  (See  Missisgippi,  a  bill  from  tht 
Senate  to  indemnify,  ^e.) 

Yeo,  Sir  James,  correspondence  of,  with  Conimo. 
dore  Chauncey       -         -         .         .         . 

\eas  and  Nays,  on  considering  Mr.  Hanson's 
resolutions      ..... 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page 

on  postponing  Mr.  Webster's  motion  respect- 
ing the  French  decrees  -         .         -         - 

on  concurring  with  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  partial  appropriation  bill 

on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution         .         -         - 

on  considering  the  new  resolution  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Hanson         -         .         .         . 

on  postponing  the  second  of  his  resolutions 

on  agreeing  to  the  same     -         -         -         . 

on  Mr.  Gaston's  motion  to  ask  for  Turreau's 
letter 

on  considering  Mr.  King's  resolution  respect- 
ing the  coasting  trade     -         .         .         - 

on  Mr.  ShefTey's  motion  to  add  a  rider  to  the 
bill  to  encourage  enlistments  ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  King's  resolution 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  for  re- 
lief of  the  people  of  Nantucket,  Ac. 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Roberts's  motion 
concerning  Turreau's  letter    - 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  deliv- 
ery of  libelled  goods         .... 

on  the  6nal  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  ransoming  of  vessels 

on  considering  Mr.  King's  resolutions  1155,1156, 

1157 

on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  additional  ri- 
flemen    

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mr.  Pickering's  motion  to 
amend  the  Constitution 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial    - 

on  amending  the  Volunteers'  bill 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, &.C.         -         -         -  l'-J48,  1249,  1252 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  to 
raise  riflemen  .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  return 
of  vessels        •         -         -         - 

on  recommitting  the  loan  bill     ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Treasury  note 

bill         -         -         -         -^       - 

on  considering  .Mr.  Wright's  resolution  to 
suspend  the  embargo      .         -         -         - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  loan  bill 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
floating  batteries    -         -         "     .    *     .    ' 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  giving 
increased  bounty  on  prisoners 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Navy        .         .         - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Military  Establishment  - 

on  amending  the  bill  for  support  of  Govern- 
ment     -         •         -         -        -         -         * 

on  amotion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yazoo  bill   1855 

on  instructing  the  committee  to  whom  said 
bill  was  referred 

on  coubidering  .Mr.  Gaston's  resolutions  to 
repeal  the  embargo         .... 

a  resolution  concerning   the  coasting  trade 

on  considering  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  domestic  distilled  spirits     . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
Paul  Cuffee l^«l 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  the  final  pa.'isage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Isaac  Clason 1382 

on  amending  the  Senate's  Yazoo  bill   1891,  1912, 

1918 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
militia  laws    -.--.- 
on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  to  take  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  reply  to 
his  resolution  concerning  the  French  de- 
crees     ....... 

on  Mr.  Desha's  motion  for  the  further  issue 
of  Trea.«ury  notes  ..... 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  National 

Bank 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  1984, 

1986,  1991,  1992 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -         -  2000 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same          -         -  2001 
on   indefinite    postponement  of  the   bill   to 
change  the  mode  of  taxing  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits 

on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo 
on    amending  the  bill  for  protection  of  the 

Northern  frontiers  ... 

on  a  resolution  respecting  foreign  licenses  2021 
on  printing  the  embargo  bill       ...  2032 
on  postponing  the  same      ....  2033 

on  amending  the  same      2034,  2048,  2049,  2050, 

2051,  2062 
on  a  motion  to  adjourn      ....  2051 

on  the  final   passige  of  the   bill   laying  an 

embargo  ......  2053 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  same     •  2054 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

riBST  Jl!fD  SKCOXD  SKSSIOlfS,  TUIRTEESTH  CONGaESS. 


Additional  Appropriations,  an  act  making,  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1914    .         .         . 

Additional  Military  Force,  an  act  to  amend  the 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an 

Allowance  of  Forage,  an  act  to  regulate  the,  to 
officers  of  the  Army        .         .         .         . 

Appointment  of  certain  officers  during  the  re. 
crss  of  the  Senate,  an  act  to  authorize  the, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States 

Army,  an  act  making  further  provision  for  fill- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  regular  -  .  . 
for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and  sup- 
plying the      ...... 

As.«.essor8,  an  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  appointment  and  compensation  of 

B. 

Barges,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  for  the 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States         .         .         .         .         - 

British  Licenses  or  Passes,  an  act  to  prohibit  the 
use  of    ------- 

Bryce,  Henry,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 

Burrows  and  McCall,  Lieutenants,  a  resolution 
relative  to  the  brilliant  achievements  of   - 
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2723 
2734 
2853 


(ijnages  for  t^e  con\eyancc  of  persona,  an  act 

/4       laying  duties  on      - 
Cyitain    DocunienU,    an    act    to    authorize    the 

>4      transportation  of,  free  of  postage 
'*-  ^ificates  of  confirmation  of  claims  to  land  in 
Louisiana,  an  LCt  concerning - 
Ims  to  I, anil,  &c.,  an  act  giving  further  time 

for  registering 2779 

•<  an  act  concerning  certain,  in  Illinois  Tcr- 

ii      ritory 2833 

Qf^k,  Mid8hipa)an  John,  a  re«ioIution  directing 

^'^      a  sworii  to  be. presented  lo  the   nearest 

; .      male  relative  of 2858 

Cf^kn  in  the  iwo   Houses  of  Congrcus,  an  act 

i.      fixing  the  compensation  of  the         -         -  2851 
Cfifiimissioners  of  the  Revenue,  an  act  to  eatab- 

.r      lish  the  office  of 2722 

Cjf^ress,  an   act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 

-^     meeting  of      -         -         -         -  2734,  2835 

C(Af,  of  Ran^gvrg,  an  net  to  continue  in  force, 

jfi     for  a   limited  time,  certain   acts   author- 

H      izing      -         -  ....  '2r23 

CcSrts  of  the  United  rotates  within  the  State  of 

ii     New  York,  an  act  for  the  better  organiza- 

>-'•     tion  of  the 2822 


U 


.1 


Dijjjct  Tax,  arv  act  lo  lay  and  collect  a       - 
/^an  act  to  bmend  the  seventh  section  of  the 
fe,      above     f  -  -  -  .  .  . 

D'^t  Taxes  and  Internal  Duties,  an  act  for  the 
*^     assessment  and  collection  of  - 


2739 

2788 


-   2700 


E. 


EijiVbelh  City,  an  act:  making,  the  port  of  entry 
•^N     for  the  district  cjf  Camden,  in  the  State  of 
"■;!     North  Carolina       -         -         .         .         .  2822 
El(^tt,  Lieutenant  Jesse  D..  an  act  to  reward, 

^     and  his  oHioers  and  companions      •         -  2680 
Et^argo,  an  act  layin;^  an,  on  all  ships  and  vc?- 

■<i     sels,  &c.         -         -         -         -         .         .  2781 

^•;»n  act  to  repeal  tl;e  above,  «!k,c.  ...  2830 

Erf"^tment«,  ait  act  for  encouraging,  dec.  -         -  2789 

Eijyiange  of  a  certain;  parcel  of  land,  in  the  city 

j^     ofNew  York,  a,n  act  providing  for  the     -2816 

F. 


Fi^  Insurance  Compainy,  in  Alcxandri.i,  an  act 
^-     to  incorporate    a 


P'i^eries,  an  act  for  the  government  of  persons 
f*     in  certain 
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2735 
2791 

2840 
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Good  Friendp,  Amazon,  4c.,  ships,  an  act  for  the 

^   relief  of  the    ----..  2732 
Government,  an  act  making  additional  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  -         -         -         .  2773 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of,  for  1814 2804 

H. 

Hornet,  sloop-of-war,  an  act  lo  reward  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the        ....  2680 

Household  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
an  act  providing  for  the  accommodation 
of  the 2733 

I. 

Imported  Salt,  an  act  laying  a  duty  on,  Ac.        -  2736 

Indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  Mis<<issippi  Territory,  an  act  pro- 
viding for  the 2817 

Indiana  Territory,  an  act  lo  establish  the  mode  of 

laving  off,  into  districts,  &c.    -         -         -2798 

Internal  Duties,  an  art  making  further  provision 

for  the  collecting  of  -  -  .  .  2774 

Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  concerning  2759,  2839 

J. 

Journals  of  Congress,  a  reaolution  for  the  print- 
ing and  di8iril)ution  of  an  additional  num- 
ber of  the 2856 

L. 

Land  Titles,  an  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of, 
ill  the  State  of  I^ouisiana  and  'i'errilory 
of  Missouri '.  2823 

Lawrence,  Captain  James,  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of 2856 

Laws  of  the  United    States,  an   act  authorizing 

subocription  for  the  -  -  .  .  2837 

Licenses  lo  Distillers,  6cc.,  an  act  laying   duties 

J.         °" 2725 

Licenses  to  Retailers  of  Wines,  &.c.,  an  act  lay- 
ing duties  on 2761 

an  ai  t  to  amend  the  above  ...  2851 

Loan,  an  act  authorizing  a,  not  exceeding  seven 

millions  --....  2766 

an  act  authorizing  a.  not  exceeding  twenty 
five  millions  ..... 
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-  2811 


M. 


^an  act  granting  allowances  lo  certain  vessels 

K     employed  in  the 

Fi|^  Years  Enlistments,  an  act  authorizing,  fi>r 

yt     certain  regiments    -         -         .         -         . 
Fli^'js,  Standar<te,  &c«  an  act  lo  provide  for  the 

;i     collcctiofi  and  preservation  of,  taken  from 

'J     the  enemy,  &cc,     -         .         .         .         . 
Flqtjting   Baltci'ics,  an   act  to  authorize  one  or 

'.  i     more  to  be  built,  &c 

FMulla  Service,,  an  act  authorizing  the  appoint. 

i]     mcnt  of  «;ertain  officers  (or  the         .         -  2832 
Fof^e,  an  act  fo  regulate  the  allowance  of,  &c.  27G7 

Ge«<jg<etown,   1>.  C,  an  act  concerning  certain 

- «     streets  ifi        -  -  .  .  .  .  2677 

jlin  act  lo  incorporate  a  company  for  supply- 

Ji     ing,  wiib  water       -         .       '.         .         .  2825 

!3  ; 


2831 
2846 

2833 
2802 


Marine  Corp.<,  an  act  authorizing  an  augmenta- 
tion of  the 

Marshals,  Clerks  and  Attorneys,  an  act  to  lessen 
the  compensation  of        - 

Maryland  and  (jcorgia,  an  act  to  revive  and  con. 
linue  in  force  an  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of 

Military  Establishment,  an  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the 

Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  further  extend. 

ing,  the  lime  for  issuing  and  locating       .  2680 

Militia,  an  act  lo  provide  for,  disabled  in  the  aer. 

vice  of  the  United  Slates        -         -         -  2763 
an  act  in  addition  lo  the  act  providing  for 
calling    forth  the,   to  suppress    insurrec- 
tions, &c.       --....  2847 
(See  Vniform  Militia.) 

Missouri  Territory,  an  act  for  the  appointment 

of  an  additional  judge  for  the  .  .  2790 
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1835 


-  2738 
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2854 


1768 


2766 


i798 


-  2788 


2850 


Page. 
Mobile,  an  act  to  establish  the  town  of,  a  port  of 

entrv.  Ac. 2717 

Money  paid  into  the  Court--  of  the  United  States, 
an  act  authorizing  the  disposition  of 
N. 

Nantuoket.  an  net  authori/.inij  the   President  of 
the  United  States  to  grant  certain  permis- 
sions to  the   inhabitants  of  the  island  of  2788 
Naturalization,  an  act  supplementary  »i>  the  acts 
heretofore   passed   on    the    subject   of  an 
uniform  rule  of       -         -         -         - 
Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  ihe  sup- 
port of  the      ..---- 
New  Orleans    .NaNigation   Company,  an    act  for 
granting  a  lot  of  ground  lo  the  President, 
Directors.  &r.,  of  the      .... 
Non-importation  acts,  an  act  repealing  the  .  2830 

Notes  of  Banks.   Bankers,  A.C.,  an   act   laying 
duties  on        -         -         -  •  -  " 

O. 
Ordnance,  an   .tct  supplementary  to  the  act  for 

the  better  organization  of  the 
Orphans  and  Widows   of  persons   slain,   in    the 
public  and   private  armed    vessels   of  the 
United  Slates,  an  act  granting  pensions  to 
P. 
Partial  Appropriations,  an  act  making,  fee 
Pay    of   officers,   seamen,    and    marines,    in    the 
Navy  of  the  United  Slates,   an    acl   con- 
ceriime  the     .-...- 
Paymaster  of  the  Army,  an  act  fixing  the  salary 

of  the.  &.C. 2836 

Pennsylvania  .\cademy  of  Fine  Arts,  an  act  for 
the  remission  of  certain   duties  incurred 
by  the    -         -         -         -         - 

Pensions    to    persons    on    board    private    armed 
nhips,  an  act  lo  amend  and  explain  the  act 
regulating       -  -  -  -         -  - 

Perry.  Captain  Oliver  H..  a  resolution  expressive 
of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the   gallant 
conduct  of      -  -         -         -         *         " 

Pickled  Fish  exported,  an  act  granting  a  bounty 
on  .-.---- 

Pittsburg,  an  act  lo  authorize  the  sale  of  sundry 
lots,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  borousli  of         .  -  -  -  - 

Ports  and  Harbors  of  the  United  States,  an    act 

lo  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
Post  Roads,  an  acl  to  alter  and  establish   certain  2841 
Private  armed  Vessels,  an  act  to   relinquish    the 
claims    of  the   United    State*    to    certain 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  captured 

by 

an  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners  and 
crews  of  ...... 

an  acl  in  addition  lo  the  above    - 
Prize  Goods,  an  acl  reducing  the  duties  payable  on  2766 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  an  art    giving   fur- 
ther time  lo,  to  complete  their  payments  -  2792 
an  acl  extending  relief  lo  certain,  in  Miasia- 

aippi  Territory 284 1 

R. 
Rangers,  an  ai-t  explanatory  of  the  act  lo  rauM» 

ten  additional  companie*  of     -  -         -  2704 


Rangers — continued.  P«f«' 

an  acl  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  raise  -  2793 
Return  of  Vessels  lo  their  own  district,  an  acl  to 

provide  for  the  .....  2793 

Revenue  Cutlers,   an    act   granting   pensions    to 

officers  and  seamen  serving   on   l>oard,  in 


certain   cases  ...         -  -  2836 

Riflemen,  an  act  to  raise  three  regiinenU  of        -  2791 

S. 


2728 
2813 


2700 

2779 

28,'>5 
2735 

2765 
2699 


Sales  at  Auction,  an  act  laying  duties  on   - 
an  acl  to  amend  the  foregoing     - 

Sea  Fencibles,  an  act  to  authorize  the  raising  a 

corps  of  ......  2732 

Secretary  of  State,  an  acl  lo  authorize  the.  lo  li- 
quidate certain  claims  therein   mentioned  2837 

Senate  Chamber,    an  act  making  an  appropria-' 

lion  lo  finish  the     ....         -  2733 

Shawncetown,  an  act  concerning      ...  2813 

Sugar,  refined  within  the   United  States,  an  act 

laying  duties  on      .  -  -         -  -  2717 

Suits  and  costs  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  Slates, 

an  act  concerning  .....  2699 

Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  an 
act  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  the  -         -         -         -  2681 

T. 

Tennessee,  an  acl  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  2830 

Titles  and  Claims  to  Land,  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  an 
act  supplemental  to  an  act  for  ascertain- 
ing the 2850 

Treasury  Notes,  an  ac«  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  2795 

Turnpike  Road,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  Dis- 
trict of  Cohiinliia,  an  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  making  a  certain  -  -  2685 
an  act  to  incorporate'a  similar  company  in 
the  county  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia 2690 

U. 

Uniform  Militia,  an  act  in  further  addition  to  an 

acl  establishing  an  ....  2846 

Uniform  Rule  of  Naturalization,  an  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on 
the  subject  of  an     - 


2738 


-  2681 


2773 
2804 


Vessels  cajilured  on  Lake  Erie,  an  act  authoriz- 
ing the  purchase  of  the  .         -         -         - 

Virginia  District,  an  acl  lo  alter  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  courts  in  the       .         .  .         - 

Vixen,  United  Slates'  brig,  an  act  for  the  relief 

of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late   -  -  2765 

Volunteer  Corps,  an  acl  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  receive  into  service  certain  - 

W. 


2838 
2812 


2793 


Wagons  and  Teams,  an  acl  authorizing  payment 

ioT.  lost  or  destroyed  at  Detroit         -         -  2765 

Washington  Library  C'oinpany,  an  acl  to  incor- 
porate the  Directors  of  the      ...  2844 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  slain,  Ac,  an 

act  to  provide  if>T  the       ....  2763 
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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OK 


THE    SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE   THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN   AT  THE  CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER   19,  1814. 


i 

i 


A  PROCLAMATION 

By  the  I'retidait  of  the  United  Statu  of  A  menca. 

Whereas  great  and  weighty  matters,  claiming  the 
consid«ralion  of  the  Congreaa  of  the  United  States, 
form  an  extraordinary  occasion  for  convening  them,  I 
do,  bj  these  presents,  appoint  Monday,  the  nineteenth 
day  of  Sppiemher  next,  for  their  meeting  at  the  City 
of  Waahirigion  ;  hereby  requiring  the  respective  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  then  and  there  to  assemble  in 
Congress,  in  order  to  receive  such  communications  as 
may  then  be  made  to  them,  and  to  cohkuU  and  deter- 
mine on  such  measures  as  in  their  wisdom  may  be 
deemed  meet  for  the  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  cauxed  the  Keal  of  the 
r         1      United   States  to  be  hereunto   affixed,  and 

IL      SI 

•■  '     '-•      signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  eighth  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hwMlxed  and  fourteen,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
Uxuted  SUtes  the  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
By  the  Presuient : 

JAMES  MONROE, 

Seeretary  of  State. 


MoNOAT;  September  19,  1814. 

Conformably  to  the  above  Proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th  of  Au- 
gust last,  the  third  session  of  the  Thirteenth  Con- 
gress commenced  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  Senate  assembled. 

PRESENT : 

JoflETH  B.  ViRMM.  from  Massachusetts. 

Jekemuh  B.  Howell,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Jonathan  Robinson,  from  Vermont. 

Abner  Lacock  and  Jonathan  Roberts,  from 
Pennsykanm. 

OuTERBRiDttE  HoRSEY,  from  Delaware. 

Richard  Brlut  and  William  B.  Giles,  from 
Virginia. 

Jameb  Turner,  iTom  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillard,  from  South  Carolina. 

Charles  Tait,  from  Georgia. 

Jesse  Bledsoe,  from  Kentucky. 

Joseph  Anderson  and  Jesse  Wharton,  from 
TeoDessee. 


Jeremiah  Morrow  and  Thomas  W^obtbino- 
TON,  from  Ohio. 

James  Brown  and  Elijius  Fromentin,  from 
Louisiana. 

John  Gaillard,  President  pro  tempore,  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Thomas  W.  Thompson,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Ham|>- 
shire,  in  place  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  deceased,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  kit 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe, 

'*"TO/rcrf,  As  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate has  departed  this  life,  that  the  Chief  Clerk 
do  act  as  Secretary  thereof  until  one  shall  be  ap- 
pointed. 

Whereupon,  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was 
administered  to  Samuel  Turner,  jr. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  acquaint  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Messrs.  Robin- 
son and  Varnum  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  together  with  such  com- 
mittee as  may  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  that  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  President  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates; 
which  was  read: 

Wabhi.^gtoh,  September  17,  1814. 

Sir  :  The  dcBtruction  of  the  Capitol,  by  the  enemy, 
having  made  it  necessary  that  other  accommodations 
should  be  provided  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  Cham- 
bers for  the  Senate  and  for  the  House  of  Represents* 
tives,  with  other  requisite  apartments,  have  been  fitted 
up,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  th« 
City,  in  the  public  building  heretofore  allotted  for  ikt 
Post  and  other  public  offices. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

The  PaEiinsjrT 

Of  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*. 
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PresidenVs  Message, 


September,  1814. 


Oo  tpotion.  by  Mr.  Vklrnum,  it  was  agreed  that 
when  ^e  Senate  adjourn  it  be  lo  5  o'clock  this 

evenif^. 

Thfujsual  rtsoluiion  was  adopted  for  supplying 
Senat-ors  with  newspapers,  and  then  the  Senate 
adjoi^jjed. 

;<      Firi  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 
ThjCnumber  of  Senators  present  not  being  suf- 
ficieD(-.'to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  Senate  ad- 
journpfi. 

\        Ti  tsDAY,  September  2U. 

Wij4>iam  W.  Bibb,  from  the  State  of  Georgiar 
took  hi  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On3iotion.  by  Mr.  F'romentin,  two  iiundred 
copie-^)f  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  I'ip  hundred  copies  of  the  rules  for  conduct- 
ing harness  in  the  Senate,  were  ordered  to  be 
printi<i|and  bound  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  fo4ii  they  have  heretofore  been. 

A  t^tessage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inforriVd  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Rt-jiresentatires  is  assembled  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed l<>  businessi  They  hare  appointed  a  com- 
raiitcflon  their  part  to  join  the  committee  ap- 
poinff  ji  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  tlu' 
rresi^Jnt  of  thp  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  Jitiuorum  t)f  the  iwo  Homes  is  assembled, 
and  reJidy  to  ri'(jeive  any  communications  he  may 
be  pKjsed  to  taake  to  them. 

Or.^iotion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  a  committee  was 
appo.'^ted  agri-eably  to  the  42iJ  rule  for  conduct- 
ing buiiness  ifl>  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Lacock., 
HouEt-L,  and  Morrow,  were  appointed  thecom- 
iniitc,«», 

Mr.^  WoRTiM.NQTON  submitted  thi-  following 
inoti(5|» : 

Ri^ilced,  Tliat  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nomiwaiions,  bt«  appointed  to  Congress  during  thr' 
presHjl  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
tercl^nge  weekly. 

Mp^  UoBiNsijN  reported,  from  the  joint  cora- 
mitt'J^.  that  ihqy  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  l.«»«iited  Stat!es,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  cjoramittei"  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
.  catiu^  to  the  two  Houses  this  day.  at  12  o'clock. 
Mj,  HowEt  L  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  rSnsideration.  which  was  read  : 

R>Stolred,  That  Mountjoy  Bayly.  Doorkeeper 
and  Scrgeant-at-Arras  to  the  Senate,  be  and  he 
here?\-  is  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  Jorses.  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
servi^^s  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Doorkeeper 
of  Uu-  Senate;  which  expense  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund. 

Ortjrred,  Tbat  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Og  motion,  by  Mr.  Fhomemin,  a  committee 

^wns-Bppointed  agreeably  to  the  22d  rule  lor  con- 

duct*Jj-j  businefs  in  the  S»>nate  ;  and  Messrs.  Fao- 

MEN.tfiN,THOMi'aoN.and  Bleosoe,  were  appointed 

the  «tf>raraiiiee; 

4^  PRf:SIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

T|fc»  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbk^oent  of  the  United  States: 

5 


Fellotc-citizena  of  the  Senate 

and  Houae  of  Reprtnentalives  . 

Notwithstanding  the  early  day  which  had  been  fixed 
for  your  session  of  the  present  year,  I  was  induced  to 
call  you  together  still  sooner,  as  well  that  any  inade- 
quacy in  the  existing  provisions  for  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  might  he  supplied,  as  that  no  delay  might 
happen  in  providing  for  the  result  of  the  negotiations 
on  foot  with  Great  Britain,  whether  it  should  require 
arrangements  adapted  to  a  return  of  peace,  or  further 
and  more  effective  provisions  for  prosecuting    the  war. 

That  result  is  not  yet  known.  If,  on  one  hand,  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  general  pacifi- 
cation in  Europe,  which  withdrew  the  occasion  on 
which  impressments  from  American  vessels  were  prac- 
tised, suggest  expectations  that  peace  and  amity  may 
be  re-established,  we  were  compelled,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  the  refusal  of  the  British  Government  to  ac- 
cept the  offered  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Kuuia; 
by  the  delays  in  giving  effect  to  its  own  proposal  of  a 
direct  negotiation  ;  and,  above  all,  by  the  principles 
and  manner  in  which  the  war  is  now  avowedly  carried 
on,  to  infer  that  a  spirit  of  hoktilily  is  indulged  more 
violent  than  ever  against  the  rights  and  prosperity  of 
this  country. 

This  increased  violence  is  best  explained  by  the  two 
important  circumstances,  that  the  great  contest  in  Eu- 
rope for  an  equilibrium  guaranteeing  all  its  States 
against  the  ambition  of  any,  has  been  closed  without 
any  check  on  the  overbearing  power  of  Great  Britain 
on  the  ocean ;  and  it  has  left  in  her  hands  disposable 
armaments  with  which,  forgetting  the  difficulties  of  a 
remote  war  with  a  free  people,  and  yielding  to  the  in- 
toxication of  success,  with  the  example  of  a  great  vic- 
tim to  it  before  her  eyes,  she  cherishes  hopes  of  still 
further  aggrandizing  a  Power  already  formidable  in  its 
abuses  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  civilized  and  commer- 
cial world. 

But.  whatever  may  ha^e  inspired  the  enemy  with 
these  more  violent  purpose.^,  the  public  councils  of  a 
nation,  more  able  to  maintain  than  it  was  to  acquire 
its  in<Iepen<lfn(e,  and  with  a  devotion  to  it  rendered 
more  ardent  by  the  exporu-nre  of  its  bhssings,  can 
never  deliberate  but  on  the  means  most  effectual  for 
defeating  the  ei^avagant  views  or  unwarrantable  pas- 
sions with  which  alone  the  war  can  now  be  pursued 
against  u-^. 

In  the  events  of  the  prej^ent  campaign,  the  enemy, 
with  all  his  augmented  means,  and  wanton  use  of 
them,  has  little  ground  for  exultation,  unless  he  can 
feel  it  in  the  success  of  his  recent  enterprises  againaX 
this  metropolis  and  the  neighboring  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, from  both  of  which  his  retreats  were  as  precipitate 
as  his  attempts  were  bold  and  fortunate.  In  his  other 
incursions  on  our  Atlantic  frontier,  his  progress,  often 
checked  and  chastised  by  the  martial  spirit  of  the 
neighboring  citizens,  has  had  more  effect  in  t'lslreaaing 
individuals,  and  in  dishonoring  his  arms,  lian  in  pro- 
moting any  object  of  legitimate  warfare.  And,  in  the 
two  instances  mentioned,  however  dfcp/y  to  be  re- 
gretted on  our  part,  he  will  find  in  his  transient  suc- 
cess, which  interrupted  for  a  moment  ^nly  the  ordinary 
public  business  at  the  Seat  of  Gov<;rnment,  no  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  character  with  the  world,  by 
his  violations  of  private  properf/.  ""d  by  his  destruc- 
tion of  public  edifices,  protect^.  >■  monumenu  of  the 
arts,  by  the  laws  of  civi/izeJ  warfare. 

On  our  side,  we  can  appeal  to  a  series  of  achievo- 
ments  which  have  given  new  lustre  to  the  American 
arms.     Besides   the  brilliant   incidents   in   the    minor 
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operations  of  the  campaign,  the  splendid  victories 
gained  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara,  by  the 
American  forces  under  .Major  General  Brown,  and 
Brigadiers  Scott  and  (Jaines,  have  gained  for  these 
heroes,  and  their  e.Tiulaling  companions,  the  most  un- 
fading laurels ;  and,  having  triumphantly  tested  the 
progressive  discipline  of  the  American  soldiery,  have 
taught  the  enemy  that  the  longer  he  protracts  his  hos- 
tile efforts,  the  more  certain  and  decisive  will  be  his 
final  discomfiture. 

On  our  southern  border,  victory  has  continued  also 
to  follow  the  American  standard.  The  bold  and  skil- 
ful operations  of  Major  General  Jackson,  conducting 
troops  drawn  from  the  militia  of  the  States  least  dis- 
tant, particularly  of  Tennessee,  have  subdued  the  prin- 
cipal tribes  of  hostile  savages,  and,  by  establishing  a 
peace  with  them,  preceded  by  recent  and  exemplary 
chastisement,  has  best  guarded  against  the  mischief  of 
their  co-operation  with  the  British  enterprises  which 
may  be  planned  against  that  quarter  of  our  country. 
Important  tribes  of  Indians  on  our  Northwestern  fron- 
tier have  also  acceded  to  stipulations  which  bind  them 
to  the  interests  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  consider 
our  enemy  as  theirs  also. 

In  the  recent  attempt  of  the  enemy  on  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  defended  by  militia  and  volunteers,  aided 
by  a  small  body  of  regulars  and  seamen,  he  was  re- 
ceived with  a  spirit  which  produced  a  rapid  retreat  to 
his  ships ;  whilst  a  concurrent  attack  by  a  large  fleet  ' 
was  successfully  resisted  by  the  steady  and  well  directed 
fire  of  the  fort  and  batteries  opposed  to  it. 

In  another  recent  attack  by  a  powerful  force  on  our 
troops  at  Plattfiburg,  of  which  regulars   made    a   part 
only,  the  enemy,  after  a  perseverance  for  many  hours, 
was  finally  compelled  to  seek  safety  in  a  hasty  retreat,  ! 
with  our  gallant  bands  pressing  upon  him.  ' 

On  the  Lakes,  so  much  contested  throughout  the 
war,  the  great  exertions  for  the  command  made  on  our  i 
part  have  been  well  repaid.  t)n  Lake  Ontario,  our 
squadron  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  time,  in  a 
condition  to  confine  that  of  the  enemy  to  his  own  port, 
and  to  favor  the  oi>erations  of  our  land  forces  on  that 
frontier. 

A  part  of  the  squadron  on  Jjake  Eric  has  been  ex- 
tended into  Lake  Huron,  and  has  produced  the  advan- 
tage of  displaying  our  command  on  that  lake  also. 
One  object  of  the  expedition  was  the  reduction  of  Mack- 
inaw, which  failed,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  brave  men, 
among  whom  was  an  officer  justly  distinguished  for  his 
gallant  exploits.  The  expedition,  ably  conducted  by 
Iwih  the  land  and  the  naval  commanders,  was  otherwise 
highly  valuable  in  its  effects. 

On  Lake  Champlain,  where  our  superiority  had  for 
KOfQe  time  been  undisputed,  the  British  B<juadron  lately 
came  into  action  with  the  American,  commanded  by 
Captain  Macdonough.  It  issued  in  the  capture  of  the 
whole  of  ihe  enemy's  ships.  'J'he  best  praise  for  this 
officer,  ar>d  his  intrepid  comrades,  is  in  the  likeness  of 
his  triumph  to  the  illustrious  victory  which  immortal- 
ized another  officer,  and  established,  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment, our  command  of  another  lake. 

On  the  ocea^j,  the  pride  of  our  naval  arms  has  been 
amply  supported  A  second  frigate  has  indeed  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  'lie  enemy,  but  the  loss  is  hidden  in 
the  blaze  of  heroisu  with  which  she  was  defended. 
Captain  Porter,  who  commanded  her,  and  whose  pre- 
vious career  had  l>een  ^tinguished  by  daring  enter- 
prise and  by  fertility  of  genius,  maintained  a  sanguin- 
ary contest  against  two  ships,  or*e  of  them  superior  to 
his  own,  and   under   other  severe   disadvantages,   till 


humanity  tore  down  the  colors  which  valor  had  nailed 
to  the  mast.  This  otficcr  and  his  brave  comrades  have 
added  much  to  the  rising  glory  of  the  American  flag, 
and  have  merited  all  the  effusions  of  gratitude  which 
their  country  is  ever  ready  to  bestow  on  the  champioos 
of  its  rights  and  of  its  safety. 

Two  smaller  vessels  of  war  have  also  become  prixes 
to  the  enemy  ;  but,  by  a  superiority  of  force  which  suf- 
ficiently vindicates  the  reputation  of  their  commanders  ; 
whilst  two  others,  one  commanded  by  Captain  War- 
rington, the  other  by  Captain  Blakely,  have  captured 
British  ships  of  the  same  class,  with  a  gallantry  ai>d 
good  conduct  which  entitle  them  and  their  companions 
lo  a  just  share  in  the  praise  of  their  counlrv. 

In  spile  of  the  naval  force  oi  the  enemy  accumulated 
on  our  coasts,  our  private  cruisers  also  have  not  ceased 
to  annoy  his  commerce,  and  to  bring  their  rich  prixea 
into  our  {)orts  ;  contributing  thus,  with  other  proofs,  to 
demonstrate  the  incompetency  and  illegality  of  a  block- 
ade, the  proclamation  of  which  is  made  the  pretext  for 
vexing  and  discouraging  the  commerce  of  neutral 
Powers  with  the  United  States. 

To  meet  the  extended  and  diversified  warfare  adopt- 
ed by  the  enemy,  great  bodies  of  militia  have  been  taken 
into  service  for  the  public  defence,  and  great  expenses 
incurred.  That  the  defence  everywhere  may  be  both 
more  convenient  and  more  economical,  Congress  will 
see  the  necessity  of  immediate  measures  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  Army,  and  of  enlarging  the  pro- 
vision for  special  corps,  mounted  and  unmounted,  to 
be  engaged  for  longer  periods  of  service  than  are  due 
from  the  militia.  I  earnestly  renew,  at  the  same  time, 
a  recommendation  of  such  changes  in  the  system  of 
the  militia,  as,  by  classing  and  disciplining  for  the  most 
prompt  and  active  service  the  portions  most  capable  of 
it,  will  give  to  that  great  resource  for  the  public  safety 
all  the  requisite  energy  and  efficiency. 

The  moneys  received  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
nine  months  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last, 
amounted  lo  thirty-two  millions  of  dollars,  of  which 
near  eleven  millions  were  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  the  remainder  derived  from  loans.  The 
disbursements  for  public  expenditures  during  the  same 
period  exceeded  thirty-four  millions  of  dollars,  and  left 
in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  near  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  demands  during  the  remainder 
of  the  present  year,  already  authorized  by  Congress, 
and  the  expenses  incident  to  an  extension  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  war,  will  render  it  necessary  that  large 
sums  should  be  provided  to  meet  them. 

From  this  view  of  the  national  affairs,  Congress 
will  be  urged  to  take  up,  without  delay,  as  well  the 
subject  of  pecuniary  supplies  as  that  of  military  force, 
and  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  extent  and  the 
character  which  the  war  has  assumed.  It  is  not  to  be 
disguised  that  the  situation  of  our  country  calls  for  its 
greatest  efforts.  Our  enemy  is  powerful  in  men  and 
in  money,  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Availing 
himself  of  fortuitous  advantages,  he  is  aiming,  with  bis 
undivided  force,  a  deadly  blow  at  our  growing  pros- 
perity, perhaps  at  our  national  existence.  He  has 
avowed  his  purpose  of  trampling  on  the  usages  of  civil- 
ized warfare,  and  given  earnests  of  it  in  the  plunder 
and  wanton  destruction  of  private  property.  In  bis 
pride  of  maritime  dominion,  and  in  his  thirst  of  com- 
mercial monopoly,  he  strikes  with  peculiar  animosity 
at  the  progress  of  our  navigation  and  of  our  manufac- 
tures. His  barbarous  policy  has  not  even  spared  those 
monuments  of  the  arts  and  models  of  taste  with  which 
our  country  had  enriched    and  embelJisheJ  its  infant 
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mctr(^Ii«>  Fio|n  tuch  an  adversary,  hostility,  in  ita 
grcftl^t  force  atid  in  its  worst  forms,  may  be  looked 
Ibr.  The  American  people  will  face  it  with  the  un- 
dkuni4>l  spirit  which  in  their  Revolutionary  struggle 
^feetid  his  unrighteous  projects.     His  threats  and  his 


Proeeedingt. 


Sbptbmuk,  1814. 


lains  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  qufstion, 
Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 


barbai^.ie«,  instead  of  di«miiy,  will  kindle   in  every  ,  tj^p  )  ^  ^^s  determined  in  the  affirma 


boMiu^n  indignntion  not  to  be  extinguished  but  in  the 
diaast.^  and  expulsion  of  such  cruel  invaders.  In  pro- 
TidiDg  the  means  necessary,  the  National  Lee:islature 
will  ni»t  distrust  the  heroic  and  enlightened  patriotism 
of  it*  ronstJtuent«t.  They  will  cheerfully  and  proudly 
bear  «very  burdew  of  every  kind  which  the  safety  and 
honor  of  the  nation  demand.  We  have  seen  them 
everyj*here  payijg  their  taxes,  du-ect  and  indirect, 
with  ifte  greatest,  promptness  and  alacrity.  We  see 
th.«B  fuahing  wjth  ent^iusiasm  to  the  scenes  whero 
AuMgtf.  and  duty  call.  In  offering  their  blood,  they 
fiva  (tie  surest   pledge  that  no  other  tribute  will  b« 


tive. 


The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly  to 
employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime.  And  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  resolution  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  submitted  the  followiof 
motion  for  consideration  : 


Retolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Mcsuge  of  the  PraM. 
dent  of  the    United  States  as  relates  to  the  militia  of 


wilhh^td 

Ha^iig   ibrborne  to  declare  war  until  to  other  *g      _         _     _  _  _ 

gntmiMiu  had  b«in  adde<i  the  capture  of  nearly  a  thou-  i  thV  United'  Sta'tei"  beTeferred"  to"a"se7ect"coImi 
sand  ynencan  vi>88el8,  and  the  fmpressnient  of  thou-  |  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise 
a*nd«<|>f  America-n  teatanng  citizenii,  and  until  a  final 
decU]VtK>n    had    been    made    by   the  Government  of 
GMAiyJritain,  that  her  h>Mtile  orders  against  our  cora- 
nerc^->ould  not  be  revoked,  but  on  conditions  as  im- 


Mr.  Giles  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 


Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  .Message  of  the  Pren- 
powUji*  as  unjust;  whikt  it  was  known  that  these  j  *^*"^  of  the  United  iSutes  as  relates  to  military  affairs, 
onlen-  would  i»o»  otherwise  cease,  but  with  a  war  ^  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
wkicb  had  lasted  nearly  twenty  years,  and  which,  ac-  |  ''J  ^'"»  bi'K  or  otherwise. 

cording  to  appeanjnres  at  that  umc,  might  last  as  many  |  The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
■aore,  having  lu.-vnUested,  on  every  occasion,  and  in  Jains  was.  by  unanimous  consent,  read  the  ihir^ 
e»ory  proper  mode,  a  sincere  desire  to  arrest  the  effu-  |  time  and  passed,  a.s  follows  : 


•ion  >J  l)lood,  arwd  meet  our  enemy  on  the  ground  of 
juatict  and  reccnpiiiatiun,  our  beloved  country,  in  still 
oppofci.ig  to  his  'persevenng  hostility  all  iU  energies, 
with  xii  undimi/ushed  disposition  towards  peace  and 
friendrhip  on  hnHorable  terms,  must  carry  with  it  the 
good  ^vistjes  of  «h»e  impartial  world,  and  the  best  hopes 
of  suj.i^-oiifrom  a(i  omnipotent  and  kind  Providence, 
i  ,  JAMES  MADISOiN. 

Wi-^ai.vuToji,  Sept.  20,  1814. 

THe  Message  was  read,  aud  five  hundred  copies 
ihertjif  ordered'  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 

'y;  Wednesday,  September  21. 
D>>i)LEY  Chace.  frora  the  State  of  Vermont; 
OBAirf.\n  Gehjm-n.  from  the  State  of  New  York; 
RoBkUT  H.  UoLDSBOBOUQH.  from  the  Stale  of 
Maryf^nd;  and  David  Sto.ne,  from  the  Slate  of 
NortJiCarolmaj  severally  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senai^. 

Thfi  PgEsiDtNT  communicated  the  memorial 
of  th^.^egisla!ure  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing iKfst  the  tijne  for  the  payment  by  purchasers 
of  piiirfic  landN  :n  that  Territory  may  be  extended 
to  tv*  years  on  each  instalment,  and  that  all 
arreitj^ges  of  interest  may  be  released  to  the  pur- 
chasf.V>;  also.  «-uggesting  the  propriety  of  reducing 
the  piyce  of,  and  subdividing  certain  quarter  sec- 
tions, for  reasons  staled  at  large  in  the  memorial ; 
whicliiwas  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, t<vcoosist  of  five  inembers,  to  consider  and 
report Jthereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 

^*» '«|W; Bledsoe. Thompson, Chace, and  Tait, 
w»Te  ^AjpoinieJ  the  committee. 

Th.^resoluttoQ  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 


I 


HesolwKi,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  durin<y 
the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall 
interchange  weekly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  revise  the  standing  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate, with  leave  to  report  such  amendments  and 
additions  thereto  as  they  may  deem  expedient; 
and  Messr.s.  Bledsoe,  Giles,  VAHNUM.BiBg.antl 
Brown,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Thursday,  September  22. 

John  Condit.  from  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bledsoe,  from  the  commiiiee  appointed 
yesterday  to  revise  the  standing  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate, made  report ;  which  wa.s  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Thompson. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing 
every  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  o4  the 
honorable  Nicholas  Gilman,  deceased.  lat«  a 
member  thereof  will  go  mto  mourning  (or  him 
one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape 
round  the  left  arm. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day for  the  appointment  of  a  coHimittee  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi^etit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  the  roiliiia,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Wortbington,  Varndm, 
Lacock,  Chace,  and  Anderson,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  so 
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much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  military  affairs,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Giles.  Brown,  Turner, 
iiBB.  and  German,  were  appointed ,  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe, 

Resolved  That  each  member  of  the  Senate  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  last  printed  register 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  ; 
•  nd  also  with  a  copy  of  the  last  printed  register 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruolved,  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  whether  any  further  pro- 
visions by  law  be  necessary  for  taat  object,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Friday,  September  28. 
David  Daggett,  from  the  Stale  of  Connecti- 
cut, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge 
Company,  praying  compensation  for  the  injury 
done  the  bridge  on  the  24th  August  last,  by  a 
military  force  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Brent.  Giles,  and  Tait,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  memorial  of  the  PreM- 
denl  and  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge 
Company,  praying  reimbursement  to  the  com- 
pany for  the  lo«^  of  the  bridge,  which  was  de- 
stroyed, on  the  24ih  August  last,  by  a  military 
force  of  tlie  United  States,  for  reasons  therein 
staled  ;  and  the  memorial  was  r^'ad,  and  referred 
t«  the  committee  last  ineoiioned,  to  coosMler  and 
rtport  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion : 

kemloed.  Tliat,  in  fartherancc  of  the  resolu^Km 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate  on  the  18»h  of  April  last,  there 
be  printed  in  fulurr  as  many  o<)pi«ss  of  the  documents 
•nlercd  to  be  prinUsd  hy  tlie  Senate  a*  there  are  printed 
copies  of  the  Journ»l  of  the  iSenale. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  comcnitlee.  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
and  Messrs.  Fromentin.  Worthinoton,  and 
Gilev.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  revise  the  standing  rules 
r>f  the  Senate;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe, 
the  report  was  amended  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  in- 
quire inlo  the  stale  of  the  preparations  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  City  of  Washington  ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON.ihe  motion  was  amended 
and  agreed  to.  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 


fairs be  instructed   to   inquire  into  the  stale  of 

preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  whether  any  further  provisions  by 
law  be  necessary  for  that  object,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  naval  aff'airs,  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  report  bv  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Tait.  Howell,  Daggett.  Fromen- 
tin. and  Morrow,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  the  following  motion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
such  information,  in  his  possession,  respecting  the  ex- 
isting state  of  the  relations  between  the  United  8tatea 
and  the  Continental  Powers  of  Europe,  as  be  may  deem 
not  improper  Co  be  communicated. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Monday,  September  26, 

John  Taylor,  from  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  R0BEHT8  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Lan- 
caster, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pledging 
themselves  that  suitable  accommodations  shall  be 
provided  for  the  President  and  both  Houses  of 
Congress  and  for  the  other  public  cjffices,  in  case 
a  removal  to  that  borough  should  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient; and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the 
standing  rules  of  the  Senate  ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Worthinoton.  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
submitted  the  23d  instant,  requesting  information 
respecting  the  slate  of  the  relations  between  the 
United  State-  and  the  continental  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Goldsborodgu  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration;  which  was  read. 

Reaohtd,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  fce 
appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  shall 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  book:i  and  mnps  for  the  use  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

On  ntotion,  by  .Mr.  Goldsbohough.  it  was  read 
a  second  time  by  uDaniniou<s  consent,  and  consid- 
ered asinCommitteeof  the  Whole, and.  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  Hou>e  accordingly.  The  resolu- 
tion was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  ;  and  it  was  read  the  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed.  Messrs.  Golds- 
BOROUGH,  Fhomkntin.  and  Tait,  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  President  of  the  Washington  Library,  with  a 
resolution  of  the  directors,  offering  the  use  of  the 
library  to  the  members  of  Congress;  which  was 
read. 
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Foreign,  Relatiotu. 


October.  1814. 


Mrj  Fromentin,  from  ihe  commiitee  to  whom 
was  »;(tlVrred  the  motion,  submitted  the  23J  in- 
staoi.tjfireciinw  an  additiooal  Dumber  of  copies  to 
be  prHiied  of  the  public  documents,  reported  it 
witht,^lt  amendment. 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infor^fd  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentar^ves  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
of  ih(g21st  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains j,  and  have  appointed  the  Reverend  Oba- 
DiAH  J.  Browm  Chaplain  on  their  part. 

Tiij»  PfiEaiDE.NT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secr.^ry  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  pre- 
parecTiU  obedience  to  the  "Act  supplementary  to 
the  iif<i,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  the  Trea- 
sury yjepartmrnt  ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

Tl^-  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PRE.^;rjENT  or  the  UNiTEO  States: 
To  thr  Stnate  irid  House  of 

^  Hepresentutivea  of  the  I'nited  States  .- 

I  trvusmit  to  Congress,  for  their  information,  copies 
of  a  titer  fronx  Admiral  Cochrane,  commanding  His 
Brila^tir.  .Majciytjr's  navhl  force  on  the  American  sta- 
tion, n  the  Secifetary  of  Btale,  with  his  answer,  and 
of  a  rij.Iy  from  Admiral  Cochrane. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
!JL^-c«BXR  26^  1814 


Th^ 


Message  and  documents  were  read. 


^  TiESDAY,  September  27. 

Tla;;Senate  resumed  the  motion,  submitted  the 
23d  itttant,  directing  an  additional  number  of  the 
publi^ilocumeuls  to  be  printed, and  agreed  thereto. 

Tlijh^^  Senate; proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Cha^isin  on  their  part ;  and,  on  the  ballots  having 
been.^unted,u  appeared  that  the  Reverend  Jessb 
Lee  fSd  a  majority,  and  was  elected. 

Otijpaotion,  ly  Mr.  Giles,  the  galleries  were 
cleariji.  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closevk 


f.;  Wepnesday,  September  28. 
T14.  Senate  resumed  the  con^ideration  of  the 
repof;  of  the  select  commiitee  appointed  to  revise 
the  i>Hoding  rules  of  ihe  Senate;  and  the  con- 
sider^uon  therepf  was  further  postponed  to  Tues- 
day ftfiXt. 


5*  THOflSDAY,  September  29. 
Ti^'  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
Tho^^sLeiper  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of^e  city  ol  Philadelphia.and  Liberty  Browne 
Presi.pnt  of  the  Select  Council,  enclosing  resolu- 
tions .^f  those  bodies,  -That  in  case  Congress 
shoulj  deem  ?.  removal  from  the  City  of  Wash- 
ingtoit  necessary,  under  existing  circumstances 
they  ei'ill  provide  suitable  places  for  their  accom- 
modgg^ion,  as  wsll  as  that  of  the  other  Depart- 
menu  o(  the  Government,  and  the  offices  attached 

to     th.jfll."  ; 

Th\  letter  and  resoliitions  were  read,  and  laid 
on  th^table. 

Offered,  Th9t  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  tj^ion  Bani  of  Alexandria  hare  leave  to 
withHr^w  theirimemorial   presented  at  the  last 

sessUyy  » 

^^ 

■*t 

-^ 


On  request,  Mr.  Brent,  was  excused  from  the 
commitiee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washintrton 
and  Eastern  Branch  Bridge  companies;  and^Mr. 
Bledsoe  was  appointed  in  place  of  Mr.  Brent. 

Friday,  September  30. 
The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
Richards  and  Mallory.  booksellers  of  Georgetown 
offering  the  use  of  their  books  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  during  the  present  session  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  called  up  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, relative  to  the  division  line  between  that 
State  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  presented  on 
the  loth  February  last ;  and,  on  his  motion,  they 
were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Anderson 
Daggett,  Giles,  and  Brown,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

x»^\^\  ^.^^^^"^  presented  the  petition  of  Da?id 
M.  Clarkson  and  others,  citizens  of  New  York 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  National   Bank' 
for  rea>ons  therein  staled  ;  and  the  petition  was 
read. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Rfsohed.  That  the  Senate  will,  on next  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  Secretarj  of  the  Senate. 

Sati;rday,  October  1. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  submitted  yes- 
terday, respecting  the  election  of  a  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

Monday,  October  3. 

William  Hill  Wells,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  the  citi- 
zens of  tne  diMr.cts  of  Chesterfield,  Kershaw,  and 
Lnnca.^ter,  of  the  Slate  of  South  Caroliua,  and 
of  the  county  of  Anson,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  certain 
post  routes  and  post  offices,  for  reasons  therein 
stated  ;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointe'l  to  inquire 
and  report  to  the  Senate  the  extent  of  the  injury  done 
the  Capitol  and  other  public  buildings  of  the  l/nited 
SUtes  by  the  enemy;  ihe  beat  means  of  pr«ierT,ng 
from  further  damage,  by  the  weather,  the  remain,  of 
those  edifice?  and  the  expediency  of  an  appropriation 
for  repairing  the  aame. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

I  RESIDg.NT  OK  THE  UnITED  StATES  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaU*  ■ 

I  transmit  to  tho  Senato  a  report  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Slate  comf\jiDg  witii  their  reaolution  of  the 
26th  ultimo. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
OcToiiB  3,  1814. 


October,  1814. 


Victory  on  Lake  Champlain. 


Sbmatb. 


DKPABTMBlfT  OF   StATE,    Oct.    1,    1814.         \ 

The  undersigned,  acting  as  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  reaolution  of  the  Senate,  re- 
questing the  President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  information  in  hia  possession,  respecting 
the  existing  state  of  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Continental  Powers  of  Europe,  as  he 
may  deem  not  improper  to  be  communicated,  has  the 
honor  to  report: 

That  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Continental  Powers  of  Europe  continue  to  be  those  of 
peace  and  amity;  nor  is  there,  so  far  as  is  known  to 
this  Department,  reason  to  believe  that  an  unfavorable 
change  is  likely  to  take  place. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  continue  our  diploma- 
tic relations  with  France  under  the  existing  Govern- 
ment, and  to  renew  those  with  Spain,  which  have 
been  for  a  time  interrupted  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  that  country.  Diplomatic  relations  are  also 
renewed  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. The  new  (lovernment  has  sent  an  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States,  who  haa  been  received. 

With  the  other  Powers  of  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
our  relations  have  undergone  no  change  since  the  last 
aeasion  of  Congress. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Pkmidknt  of  the  I'.  S. 


Tuesday,  October  4. 

Jeremiah  Mason,  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  revise 
the  standing  rules  of  the  Senate;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
submitted  yesterday,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  extent  of  injury 
done  the  Capitol,  and  other  public  edifices,  by 
the  enemy,  and  the  best  means  of  preserving  them 
from  further  damage,  by  the  weather;  and  agreed 
thereto,  and  Messrs.  Lacock,  Taylor,  Varnlm, 
Anderson,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the  cuin- 
raittee. 


Wednesday,  Oclob^  5. 
The  Senate  spent  the  day  in  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business. 


VICTORY   ON  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 
Mr  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on   Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported,  in  part,  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing: 

Resolutions  expressive  of  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Thomas  Macdonougb, 
the  officcra,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry  serving 
as  marines,  on  board  the  United  States'  squadron  on 
Lake  Champlain. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  presented  to  Captain  Thomas  Macdonougb, 
and,  through  him,  to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  sea- 
men, marines,  and  infantry  serving  as  marines,  attach- 
ed to  the  squadron  under  his  command,  for  the  decisive 
and  splendid  victory  gained  on  Lake  Champlain,  on 
the  11th  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  over  a  British  squadron  of 
superior  force. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pre.sident  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be  struck,  em- 
blematical of  the  action  between  the  two  squadrons, 
and  to  present  them  to  Captain  .Macdonougb  and  Cap- 
tain Robert  Henly,  and  also  to  Lieutenant  Stephen 
Cassin,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  honorable  to 
them;  and  that  the  President  be  further  requested  to 
present  a  silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  de- 
vices, to  each  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Navy 
and  Army  serving  on  board  ;  and  a  sword  to  each  of 
the  Midshipmen  and  Sailingmasters,  who  so  nobly  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  that  memorable  conflict. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  present  a  silver  medal,  with  like  em- 
blems and  device.*,  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of 
Lieutenant  Peter  tiamble,  and  of  Lieutenant  John 
Stansbury,  and  to  communicate  to  them  the  deep  re- 
gret which  Congress  feel  for  the  loss  of  those  gallant 
men,  whose  names  ought  to  live  in  the  recollection  and 
affection  of  a  grateful  country. 

Resolved,  That  months'  pay  be  allowed,  ex- 
clusively of  the  common  allowance,  to  all  the  petty 
officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry  serving  as 
marines,  who  so  gloriously  supported  the  honor  of  the 
American  flag  on  that  memorable  day. 

Mr.  Tait  also  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  together  with  copies  of 
documents  in  relation  to  the  victory  obtained  by 
the  United  States'  squadron,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Thomas  Macdonougb,  over  that  of 
the  enemy,  on  Lake  Champlain  ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Thursday,  October  6. 

CHRiHTorHER  GoRE.  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts; William  Hdnter,  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations;  and 
Rorcs  Kino,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  sev- 
erally aiteni\?d. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  by  Mr,  Bledsoe,  the  30th  Sep- 
tember; and,  the  blank  having  been  filled,  the 
motion  was  agreed  vo,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Thursday 
next,  proceed  to  the  eleciion  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Senate. 


Friday,  October  7. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Thomas 
Macdonougb,  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
and  infantry  serving  as  marines,  on  board  the 
United  States'  squaJron  on  Lake  Champlain, 
were  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  President  reported  them 
to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  l)e  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
tinae. 
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JeffenorCt  Library. 


October,  1814. 

Tbe  resolutions  were  then  read  the  third  time,  |  Territory  to  inquire  into  the  exped.encnnr 
by  ujan.mous  consent,  and  passed  unanimously,  tending  the  imie  for  locatmg  ViC^  J..ntar; 
^\tl.  WuRThiNGTO.v    submitted   the   followmg  |  land  warrants;  and  agreed  thereto  ""'"^^y 

™°J5'V  .  ^    ...  .  I      Mr- Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af. 

n,.oivea,   1  hat  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  i  "»>".  reported,  in  part,  a  resolution  exnressire  of 

ttie  mrmonal  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Terri-  I  the  sense  of  Congress   relative   to  the   victors  of 

^'  rnl"?^:  r  i"''""'  T  '^'  "P«'*^""<=J  -f\'^^  P^=»cock  over  the  Epervier;  and  the  resolu 
•^X^pHmg  the  une  for  Locating  Virginia  n.ihtary  land     tion  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  secon     rpl^^n^ 

oThits;  ""'  •'"  ''''  ''-'  '"'^  "  '-'-''  "^  '"'  °^  '      ^^-  '^-^  commu'^catedVlerteTf^om  7h'e'se'c- 
c\  '      .         k     ».     ^  '^'''''y^or  the  Department  of  the  Navy  With  conies 

Oa^mot.on.  by  Mr.  Gore^  ;  of  the  official  account  and  other  papers  rela five 

Ji^lced,  unanrnurusy,  That  the  Senate,  from  ;  to  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  sloop  o7  war  E^,! 
•  8.n..redes.re  of  testifying  their  re.pect  for  the  vier,  by  the  United  State.'  sloop^f  war  pT.^ 
Sr.'ir.  A  O;:  EnV/  ''7^  '«'^  Secretary,  |  cock,  commanded  by  Capu.n  wSrnogton  ;  and 
of  .^nffi;»        J'      ^^  P^'^^^^^'d  the  duties    the  letter  and  documents  therein  referred  to  were 

the  .  mm^n.  P""^^"»'''y  ''"'^  exactness,  from  read  ;  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  uVonh* 
the  »v,,mraencc'menl  of  this  Government  until  the  I  Senate.  c  u>c  ui  m* 

dos,.  pf  the  last  session  of  Congress,  will  go  into  \  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative, 
mourwog  for  ,.ne  month,  m  the  usual  method  of  I  informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houi  have  n.^d 
wearing  crap,  round  the  left  arm.  |  a  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  further  to  exlend.h'rl^ht 

^i     MR.  .JEFFERSON'S  LIBRARY.  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  meV 

Mf  .^GoLDSBORouGB.  from  the  joint  committee    ^"^  "^  '^^  Legislative  Council  in  the  Mississinni 


oo  t^  Library  of  Congress,  reported  a  ioint  reso- 
l»lio<iiempowering  the  committee  to  contract  for 
the  f^Vchase  of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jefferson  late 
Pres>J-..nt  of  tfif.  UniteU  States,  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress; and  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  vf  ;ond  readin?. 

Or,  jnotion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborodgh,  the  resolu- 
tionjjras  rea^i  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
conjiu-^t  and  considerer^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whqif  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Ki.no.  the  further 
consiMJiration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Thi-  report  is  as  follows: 

"/IW  they  have  rereived.  through  Mr.  Samuel  H 
8raitu;an  offer  »rom  Mr.  Jeflferson,  late  Preiident  of 
th«  Ik,  ted  Sutc«,  of  the  whole  of  his  library  for  Con- 
f  ress,  vn  such  t*rm«  aa  they  consider  highly  advaa- 
t*geau4  to  the  nation,  a-nd  worthy  the  distinguished 
genlLvhati  who  tender,  it.  But  the  means  placed  at 
tile  dw^osal  of  tnf  commnttee  being  very  limited,  and 
«otaUjiJnadequ»t«  to  the  purchaji*  of  such  a  library  as 
that  r:.>  offereJ,  tb*  committee  must  have  recourse 
to  CV,><rres8  either  to  extend  their  powers,  or  adopt 
such  n|.er  as  they  may  think  most  proper. 

•  br-uid  it  b«  tbe  seiMfc  of  Congress  to  confide  thia 
m«tter«J(o  the  committee,  they  reapectfuJIy  mbma  the 
foUowtJ^  rcsoluuon  : 

"  iict>lced,by  tht  SmaU  and  Howie  of  Repruenta- 
tivesoja/irUmUd  Stales  of  America  in  CoLrcss  a^- 
«m6^<?.  rhat  the  joint  hbrary  committee  of  the  two 
nousc-«  of  Congress  be,  aniJ  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  contract,  on  their  part,  for  the  pur- 
chase or  the  hbrary  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  late  President  of 
the  Uuned  Sutcs.  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 


i 


Monday,  October  10. 
Gtu^QZ  WaItKer.  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
K.ecujveof  the  Siate  of  Kentucky,  m  place  of 
Oeor-?  M.  Bihb;,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, xi-is  quahUed,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
esenaif.. 

The-Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 

submKTed  the  7ih  instant,  directing  the  comniinf-p    .»...     ^  .  -•     -  . 

on  ■he^e.o,.,  of  „e  Leg,.a,u4  of  u"T:;1';:  I ^Z:^1^,  '.t  ■iiT/^Sr'fcHLt.lT:; 

» 


lerritory,"m  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

i  Rt;8IDENT  OF  THE   UnITED  StaTES  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Hox4*€  «f 

RepreserUalivet  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  lay  before  Congreas  communicaUons  ju«t  received 
from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  charged 
with  negotiating  peace  with  Great  Britain,  showing 
the  condiUons  on  which  alone  that  Government  la  wil- 
ling to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

'i'he  instructions  to  those  Plenipotentiaries,  discloa- 
ing  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  authorized  to  ne- 
gotiate and  conclade  a  treaty  of  peace,  will  be  the  aub- 
j«ct  of  another  communication. 

WaSHiJiorFWf,  Octtber  10,  1814. 

The  Message  and  documeDts  were  read,  and 
one  thousand  copies  thereof  oidered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

MR.  JEFFEHSOM'W  LIBR.\RV. 

.Mr.  GoLDsBORouoH,  chairman  of  the  joint 
Library  Committee  of  Congress,  communicated  a 
letter  Irom  Sanmel  H.Smith,  E^., enclosing  one 
irom  Mr.  Jefferson,  tendering  the  disposition  of 
his  library  to  Congress  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Jefferson's  letter  is  as  follow*  : 

J.  W""«TIC£I.LO,  .Vp/fn*6<T  21,   1814. 

UtAa  Sib.  I  learn  from  the  nowK,apers  tiiat  the 
Vandalism  of  our  enemy  has  triumphed  at  WaJiiag- 
lon  over  science  a^  well  m  the  art*,  by  the  destructioa 
ot  the  public  library,  with  the  noble  edifice  in  which  it 
was  depo«ted.  Of  this  transaction,  as  ot  that  of  Ca- 
ponhagen,  the  world  will  entertain  but  one  sentiment. 
1  hey  will  see  a  nation  ►uddenly  withdraw  from  a  great 
war,  full  armed  and  full  handed,  taking  advantage  of 
another  whom  they  had  recently  forced  into  it,  un- 
armed  and  unprepared,  to  indulije  themaelvea  in  acU 
WK  V  ""  ^**"'^  *^''*'*  °°'  hmlong  to  a  civihred  age. 
When  Van  rrompdestrojcd  their  shippmg  at  Chatham, 
and  Ue  Kuyter   toiit   triumphantly    up  the  Thames 
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their  own  historians,  have  forced  all  their  ahipa  up  to 
London  bridge,  and  there  have  burnt  them,  the  Tower, 
and  city,  had  these  examples  been  then  set.  London, 
when  thus  menaced,  was  near  a  thousand  years  old; 
Washington  but  in  its  teens. 

I  presuiDC  it  will  be  among  the  early  objects  of  Con- 
gress  to  recommence   their  collection.     This  will   be 
difficult  while  the  war  continues,  and  intercourse  with 
Europe  is  attended  with  so  much  risk.     You  know  my 
collection,  its  condition  and  extent.     I  have  been  fifty 
years  making  it,  and  have  spared  no  pains,  opportunity 
or  ex{)ense,  to  make  it  what  it  now  is.      While  residing 
in  Paris  I  devoted  every  afternoon  1  was  disengaged, 
for  a  Summer  or   two,  in  examining   all   the  principal 
bookstores,  turning    over    every   book    with  my   own 
hands,  and    putting   by  everything   which   related   to 
America,  and,  indeed,  whatever  was  rare  and  valuable 
in  every  science;  besides  this,  I  had  standing  orders, 
during  the  whole  time  I  was  in   Europe,  in  its  princi- 
pal  book    marts,   particularly    Amsterdam,  Frankfort, 
Madrid,  and  London,  for  such  works  relating  to  Amer- 
ica as  could  not  be   found   in  Paris.     So  that  in  that 
department,  particularly,  such  a  collection  was  made  as 
probably  can   never  again   be   effected  ;  because   it  is 
hardly  probable  that  the  same  opportunities,  the  same 
time,   industry,  perseverance,  and  expense,  with  some 
knowledge  of  the  bibliography  of  the   subject,  would 
again  hap[>en  to  be  in  concurrence.     During  the  same 
period,  and   after  my  return   to  America,  I  was  led   to 
procure  also  whatever  related  to  the  duties  of  those  in 
the  highest  concerns  of  the  nation  ;  so  that  the  collec- 
tion, which  I  8up{>ose  is  of  between  nine  and  ten  thou- 
sand volumes,  while  it  includes  what  is  chiefly  valuable 
in  science  and  literature  generally,  extends  more  par- 
ticularly to  whatever  belongs  to  the  American  states- 
man ;  in  the  diplomatic  and  parliamentary  branches, 
it  is  particularly  full.     It   is  long   since  I  have   been 
sensible  it  ought  not  to  continue  private  property,  and 
had  provided  that,  at  my  death.  Congress  should  have 
thf  refusal  of  it,  at  their  own  price;  but  the  loss  they 
have  now  incurred  makes  the  present  the  proper  mo- 
ment for  their  accommodation,  without  regard  to  the 
small  remnant  of  time  and  the  barren  u»o  of  my  enjoy- 
ing it.     I  ask  of  your  friendship,  therefore,  to  make  for 
roe  the  tender  of  it  to  the  Library  Committee  of  Con- 
gress, not  knowing  myself  of  whom  the  committee  con- 
sists.    I  enclose  you  a   catalogue,   which  will  enable 
thern  tojudgeof  its  contents.     Nearly  the  whole  are 
well  bound — abundance  of  them  elegantly,  and  of  the 
choicest  editions.     They  may  be  valued  by  the  persons 
named  by  themselves,  and  Uie  payment  made  conve- 
nient to  the  public ;  it  may  be,  for  instance,  in  such 
annual  instalments  as  the  law  of  Congress  has  left  at 
their  disposal,  or  in  stock  of  any  of  their  late  loans  or 
any  loan   they  may  institute   at  this  session,  so  as  to 
■pare  the  present  calls  of  our  country,  and  await  its 
days  of  peace  and  prosperity.     They  may  enter,  never- 
theless, into  immediate  use  of  it,  as  eighteen  or  twenty 
wagons  would  place  it  in  Washington  in  a  single  trip 
of  a  fortnight.     I  should  be  willing,   indeed,  to  retain 
a  few  of  the  books  to  amuse  the  time  I  have  yet  to 
pass,  which  might  be  valued  with  the  rest,  but  not  in- 
cluded in  the  sum  of  valuation    until  they  should  be 
restored  at  my  death,  which  I  would  cheerfully  provide 
for,  so  that  the  whole  library,  as  it  stands  in  the  cata- 
logue at  this  moment,  should  be  theirs,  without  any 
garbling.     Those    I    should    like    to   retain    would    be 
chiefly  classical  and  mathematical,  some  few  in  other 
branches,  and  particularly  one  of  the  five  Encyclope- 
dias in  the  catalogue  ;  but  this,  if  not  acceptable,  would 


not  be  urged,  I  must  add,  that  I  have  not  revised  the 
library  since  I  came  home  to  live,  so  that  it  is  probable 
some  of  the  books  may  be  missing,  except  in  the  chap- 
ters of  law  and  divinity,  which  have  been  revised,  and 
stand  exactly  as  in  the  catalogue,  which  will  of  course 
be  needed,  whether  the  tender  be  accepted  or  not.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  contains  any  branch  of  science 
which  Congress  would  wish  to  exclude  from  their  col- 
Icctiort.  There  is  in  fact  no  subject  to  which  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  may  not  have  occasion  to  refer.  But 
such  a  wish  would  not  correspond  with  my  views  of 
preventing  its  dismemberment.  My  design  is  either 
to  place  it  in  their  hands  entire,  or  preserve  it  so  here. 
I  am  engaged  in  making  an  alphabetical  index  of  the 
authors'  names,  to  be  annexed  to  the  catalogue,  in  or- 
der to  facilitate  the  finding  their  works  in  the  catalogue, 
which  I  will  forward  to  you  as  soon  as  completed. 
Any  agreement  you  shall  be  so  good  as  to  take  the 
trouble  of  entering  into  with  the  committee,  I  hereby 
confirm. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  my  great  esteem  and  respect, 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  "  resolution  empowering  the  joint 
library  committee  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  library  ;"  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  proposed,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fromentin.  it  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

TtJKSDAY,  October  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory.'' was  read  the  second  time; 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Morrow.  Bled- 
dOE,  and  Chace,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  "  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  the  victory  of  the  Peacock  over 
the  Epervier,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  tbe  6ih  instant, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Secre- 
tary, and  the  whole  number  of  ballots  collected 
was  thirty-one,  of  which  Charles  Cctts,  had  six- 
teen, and  was  accordingly  elected  in  the  place  of 
Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  deceased. 


Wednesday,  October  12. 

The  oaths  prescribed  were,  by  the  President, 
admini-jiered  to  Charles  Cutts,  Esq.,  Secretary 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  victory  of  the  Peacock  over  the 
Epervier,  correctly  engrossed;  and  it  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  said  resolu- 
tion do  pass. 
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October.  1814. 


\Xl.  MoHRow,  from  the  comtnittep  to  whom 
wasieferred  the  bill,  entitled  •An  act  further  to 
exte^^  the  right  of  suffratre.  and  to  increase  the 
numJjer  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  in 
the  ^lississippi  Territory,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


*  Thursday,  October  13. 

T6e  Senatv'  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wh^le,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  (iirlher  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to 
iDCtMise  thenuraberof  members  of  the  Legislative 
Coujpcil  uf  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and,  on 
moi{t«n.  by  Mr.  Gile!*;,  the  further  consideration 
theriKuf  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 


1^1  Fridav,  October  14. 

Mferl  GoLD^BOROLGW  presented  the  memorial  of 
Wasuiogton  Bowie,  and  others,  owners  of  the 
ship  Allegany,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the 
value;uf  said  vessel,  which  was  seized  and  con- 
demoi.'d  at  Gibraltar  by  the  enemy,  wbilst  em- 
ploytb  in  thf  service  of  the  United  Slaits.  for 
reasti^s  slated  at  large  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  )»i?ad.  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  ttessrs.  Goldsborough,  Gore,  and  Chace, 
werc^ppointt'd   the  committee. 

Tlir  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pnt-^DENT  o\r  THE  United  Stateh: 

To  t  *S|  Senate  and  House  of 

^Jiepre^citativef  of  the  I'nited  States  .- 

I  tk'W  transiaiU  to  Congress  copies  of  the  instruc- 
tions |j  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States, 
char(7f  J  with  ncpoiiatin(r  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
as  revrred  to  in  my  .Message  of  the  10th  instant. 

„.f  J.\.MBts  .MADISO.V. 

W^HHi\oTov    October  13,  1814. 

T^^  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to,  u^  confidentially  communicated,  were  read 
and  terdert-d  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Ser.,\e. 

OiJ^motion  by  Mr.  Bibb. 

lifffolced,  That  the  .Vlessnge  and  tlocuments 
togeg^er  witl.  several  communications  of  the 
Pre?j||ent  of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate 
sinc^he  commencement  of  the  present  session' 
relaH&g  to  our  foreign  aflairs.  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect )|jmmiltt.e. 

Ofered  T^in  Me.srs.  Bibb,  Tavlor.  King, 
tJRo^N,  and  ChACE,  be  the  committee. 

OJ  motion,  Py  Mr.  Anderson,  the  galleries 
wer(<;leared  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Ciiara- 
ber  I'^sed. 
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Porter.  Gaines,  and  Macomb,"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolutions  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  was  required  to  purchase,  for  the  u«e 
of  the  Senate,  four  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  two  copies  of  Graydon's  Digest  of 
said  law. 


*4^ 


Saturday,  October  15. 
A  Kiessage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inforTred  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
resol^ions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con<rress  of 
the  fej>ilaDtry  and  good  conduct  with  wluch  the 
reputSfion  ol  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has 
been  •.rtstained  by  Major  General  Brown.  Major 
Uenef?it    Scott,  and    Brigadiers   Ripley.  Miller  i 


i 
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Monday,  October  17. 
The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with 
which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  has  been  sustained  by  Major  General 
Brown,  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Rip- 
ley, Miller,  Porter.  Gaines,  and  Macomb."  were 
read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereun. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to 
increase  the  number  of  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;"  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe,  the  consideration 
lhet4?ofwasfuriher  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Bland  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  lately  employed  at  the  navy  yard, 
praying  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  a  quantity 
of  tools,  which,  with  the  public  buildings,  were 
consumed  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  life  \avy. 
as  IS  stated  in  tlie  petition;  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
^avy,  lo  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Sen- 
ate. 

^  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Jeremiah 
fciearcyjormerlv  a  citizen  of  Souili  Carolina,  now 
a  «.Uizen  of  Madibon  county,  in  the  Slate  of  Ken- 
tucky, an  old  Revolutionary  soldier,  prayin"  re- 
lief, lor  reasons  slated  at  lar^e  in  the  petaion: 
winch  was  read. 

Mr.  Tai T,  from  the  Naval  Committee,  reported, 
in  pan.  a  resolution  expressive  uf  the  sense  of 
Congress  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British 
sloop  Reindeer  by  the  American  sloop  Wasp  •» 
and  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passel  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Tait  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  cf  Navy,  with  copies 
ol  ihe  documents  relative  to  ihe  capture  and  de- 
struction of  the  enemy's  *loop  of  war  Reindeer, 
by  the  American  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  commanded 
by  Captain  Johnston  Blakely  ;  and  ihe  letter  and 
documents  therein  referred  lo  were  read,  and 
ordered  lo  be  printed  for  the  use  of  ihe  Senate. 

Tuesday.  October  18. 
Mr.  Morrow,  fri/m  the  committee  to  whom 
tne  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  further 
extending  the  time  for  Jocating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
ihereon  to  the  General  Land  Otfioe  ;  and  ilie  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
Peter  Landais,  together  with  a  representation  of 
his  claim  against  the  United  Stales;  which  were 
read. and  referred  to  a  select  commiiiee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Fromentin.  Walker,  and  Brown,  were 
appointed  the  coiniinliee. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
cress  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop 
Reindeer  by  the  American  sloop  Wasj),  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  President  reported  il  to  ihe  House 
accordingly  ;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  lo 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime. 


Wednehday,  October  19. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  lime  for  locatin;; 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  for  return- 
ing ihe  surveys  ihereon  to  the  General  F^and  Of- 
fice, was  read  ihe  second  lime. 

Mr.  Fro.men TIN.  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
relative  to  ilie  capture  of  ihe  British  sloop  Rein- 
deer by  the  American  sloop  Wasp,  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  which  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  GiLEU  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  wiiom  were  referred  the  resolutions 
expressive  of  ihe  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant- 
ry and  good  conduct  wiih  which  the  reputation 
of  ihe  arms  of  ihe  United  Stales  lias  been  sustained 
by  Major  General  Brown.  .Major  General  Scott, 
and  Brigadiers  Ripley.  Miller.  Purler  Gaines,  and 
Macomb,  reported  ihem  with  amendments  ;  which 
were  read  iitid  considered  as  in  Cuminiliee  of  the 
Whole,  and  agreed  lo ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Robinson,  ihe  resolutions  were  further  amended, 
and  ihf  President  reported  them  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  these  resolutions  be  read 
a  ihird  lime  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirniativo. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimcus  consent, and  passed  unan- 
mously  with  ptinndmenis. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Fro.mkntin,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  title  thereof  be  amended. 

A  iness.ige  from  the  Huuse  of  Representatives 
iofurmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  resolution  which  originated  in  the  Senate  em- 
powering ihejoint  Library  Commitieeof  Congress 
lo  convracl  for  ihe  purchase  of  Mr.  Jifferson's  li- 
braiy,  wuh  an  amendment,  in  wiuch  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  furlher  vo  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and 
lo  increase  the  number  of  members  of  the^Legis- 
lalive  Council  m  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and 
the  President  having  reported  it  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  on  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  16,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Mesirs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Chac«,  Condit, 


Gadlard,  German, Goldsborough,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erU,  Robinson,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  Wharton, 
and  Worthinpton. 

Nats  — Messrs.  Bibb,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Giles, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thorny 
son,  and  Wells. 


Thursday.  October  20. 

Samuel  S.mith,  from  the  Slate  of  Maryland, 
look  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  reso- 
lution empowering  ihejoint  Library  Committee 
of  Congress  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  library. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  April  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negalive — yeas  7,  nays  21,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Daggett,  German,  Gore,  Horsey, 
King,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  ConJit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsbor- 
ough, Lacock,  .Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Varnum,  Walker.  Wharton,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Whereupon,  Resolved.  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  furlher  :o  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  is  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  liie  bill  further  ex- 
tending the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
ihereon  lo  the  General  Land  OflBce ;  and,  no 
amendment  bavins  been  proposed,  llie  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Friday.  October  21. 

The  bill  furlher  extending  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  for  returning 
the  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office, 
was  read  a  third  lime;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Fro.vientin,  the  bill  was  amended  by  unanimous 
consent  ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the 
blanks  were  filled,  first,  with  '  three,"  second,  with 
•'five." 

Resolved,  Tiiat  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  German  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
the  classification  of  the  militia,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  following  plan, 
viz:  That  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  be 
divided  into  classes  of  t^  n  men  ;  that  it  be  obligatory 
on  each  cla.«s  to  furnish,  on  the  requisition  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
April,  annually,  one  able-bodied  man,  who  shall  serve 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  in  a  corps  of  local  mihtia,  to 
be  organized  in  each  State  for  the  defence  thereof. 
Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  thefollowingraotion  : 

Retolved,  Th»t  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the 
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Seij^e^  a  list  of  all  the  bills  which  have  been  laid  be- 
for<»  4b(;  Senate  at  any  former  session,  and  which  have 
be.'^  rejected  by  the  Senate,  or  by  the  Hout-e  of  Kep- 
reti^tatives  ;  and  that  a  similar  list  be  thus  printed  at 
thi'''jjeginning  of  every  session  of  Congress. 

'X4ie. Senate  adjourned  tu  Monday. 

^  Monday,  October  24. 

Jj^uN  Lambert,  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
lOu^liis  seal  in  the. Senate. 

J^me^^ag^  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inlujmed  ih«  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the^inendnieni>  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolutions 
ex^ri-s-iive  of  thesenseof  Congressof  the  gallantry 
aniiagood  conduct  \v;ith  which  the  reputation  of 
the-  j?rros  of  the  United  Slates  has  been  sustained 
by  Major  Gvneral  B/own.  Major  General  Scott, 
and  pngadiir-.  Ripley,  Miller.  Porter.  Gaines,  and 
M.t^ymb. 

Xje  Sena'e  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
mii^*  tlisagi'eed  to  hy  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivi^fic  the  resolutioos  last  mentioned. 

<H  motioi..  by  Mr.  Giles, 

/^solved.  That  they  insist  oo  their  aniend- 
mei^s.  and  a^k  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
vol(5  of  the  two  Houses  ;  and, 

(^dcred,  That  Me<.srs.  Giles,  S.mith.  and  Var- 
yv.^^b".  the  snanagers  at  the  said  conference  on 
thf^art  of  the  Senate. 

T^e  Senate  resumfd  the  motion  made  the  21st 
iasi^it.  tjy  Mr.  Ger.man.  respecting  the  classifi- 
catiWi  of  the  rniliiia  j  and  the  further  considera- 
lioijjhcreof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

(«  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborough. 

JTifolted,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Staj^^s  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  (pro- 
vid^^  he  sha:l  not  consider  the  same  improper  to 
be<»ouimunif>ated,)  tht;  proof  of  any  traffic  carried 
on  Ux  the  Wtsl  Indies,  by  the  sale  of  negroes  taken 
froj^  the  United  States  by  the  British  forces  since 
ihe^resent  \far,  which  was  alluded  to  in  the  let- 
terji^f  \he  Secretary  of  State  to  the  American 
Fle^pctentiuries  at  Gottenburg.of  date  28th  day 
of  ftnuary.  i814.  and  contained  in  his  late  Mes- 
sagj^xo  Congress. 

']^Je  Senatr  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
insi:;jit.  to  print  a  lisi  of  rejected  bills;  and,  on 
mo{^n,  by  Mr.  Fro.me.ntin.  it  was  amended; 
anit|hq  further  consideration  thereof  postponed. 


Memorial  of  Stephen  Girard. 
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tTcESDAY,  October  25. 
J  Benatr  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
t,.resperting  the  classification  of  the  militia, 
aniTJJhe  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
ponij  lintil,  i.;-morrow. 

Tfte  $enatt  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
insrA^.t,  to  print  a  list  of  rejected  bills;  and  on 
motj^n.  by  Mr.  Lacock,  it  was  referred  to  a  .select 
cofrt.luQiee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  and 
Men^rs.  Fronentin.  Lacock,  and  Vahnum,  were 
app^t»d  the  committee. 


reported,  in  part,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  pur- 
chased the  vessels  therein  described  ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readin<y. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repre>entatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
to  the  resolutions  'expressive  of  the  sense  of 
Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with 
which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  has  been  sustained  by  Major  General 
Brown.  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Rip- 
ley, Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb."  They 
agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  the  subject, 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
21st  instant,  by  Mr.  Ger.man,  respecting  the  class- 
ification of  the  militia  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

MEMORIAL  OF  STEPHEN  GIR.^RD. 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Ste- 
phen Girard.  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  slating 
that  he  has  established  a  bank  upon  his  own  for- 
tune and  credit,  and  for  his  own  exclusive  emol- 
ument, and  that,  by  the  construction  given  to  the 
act  of  Congress  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks, 
bankers,  dec.  he  is  excluded  from  the  privilege* 
enjoyed  by  other  banking  companies,  and  praymg 
relief,  for  reasons  staled  at  large  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise ;  and  Messrs  Roberts,  S.mith,  and  Dao- 
qett,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenUtives  in  Con- 
gress  assembled,  the  memorial  of  Stephen  Uirard,  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in    the    State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, merchant  and  banker,  respectfully  showeth  : 
That  your  meraoralisl  has  established  a  bank  m  the 
city  oi  Philadelphia,  upon  the  foundation  of  his  own 
individual  fortune  and  credit,  and   for  his  own  exclu- 
sive emolument,  and  that  he  is  willing  most  cheerfully 
to   contribute,   in    common    with    his    fellow-cilixens 
throughout  the  Tnitcd  States,  a  full  proportion  of  the 
taxes  which  have  been  imposed  for  the  support  of  the 
National  Government   according  to  the  profiu  of  his 
occupation  and  the  value  of  his  esUte  ;  but  a  construc- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  acU  of  Congress  laying  du- 
ties on  notes  of  banks,  «Scc.,  from  which  great  difficul- 
ties   have  occurred  and  great    inequalities  daily  pro- 
duced to   the  dii^advantage  of  his  bank,  that  were  not, 
It  is  confidently  believed,  within  the  contemplation  of 
the  Legislature. 

That  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congrees  o(  the 
2d  August,  1813,  having  imposed  a  stamp  duty  oa 
notes  issued  by  any  banker  or  bankers,  as  well  as  by  any 
banks  or  companies,  either  incorporated  or  not  incor- 
porated, it  is  provided  by  the  second  section  oi  the  act, 
"that  in  respect  to  any  stamp  on  any  of  the  notes  of 
the  banks  or  companies  aforesaid,  now  wtablished,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  esublished  withm  the  United 
States,  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  agree  to  an  annual  composition,  in  lieu  of  such 
stamp  duty,  with  any  of  the  said  banks  or  companies, 
of  li  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  annual  divi- 
dend made  by  such  banks  to  their  stockholders  respec- 
tively  ;that  your  memorialist,  in  due  season,  offered  to 


}.  Wednesday,  October  26.     •■ 

MjiTAiT,from4heCoramitteeon  Naval  Affair,  1 1'7'^ ■  •'^*' T"' ?'""''"'''*'' '"  '^"'^ '»«^«»o".  offered  to 
I  iiumceon  ixavat  Attairs,  \  enter  into  the  said  compoaition,  at  the  rate  of  li  per 
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centum  on  the  amount  of  the   annual  profit  of  this  j^sense  of  Congress  of  the  'gallantry  and  <rood  con 
bank,  deeming  the  annual  profit  of  an  individual  bank-    duct   with  which    the   reputation   of  the  arms  of 


authorize  a  composition  with  an  individual  banker,  be- 
cause it  speaks  only  of  banks  and  companies,  (not  of 
banker  and  bankers,)  and  because  it  speaks  only  of 
dividends  (not  of  profits)  made  to  the  stockholders  ;  and 
that  hence  an  individual  banker,  acting  upon  a  capital 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  issuing  bank  notes  to  the 
amount  of  one  million  of  dollars,  is  subjected  to  the 
prompt  payment  of  a  duty  amounting  to  $10,000, 
while  an  incorporated  bank,  or  even  a  private  company 
of  two  or  three  bankers,  acting  upon  the  same  amount 
of  capital  and  issuing  the  same  amount  of  bank  notes, 
will  only  be  liable,  periodically,  to  the  payment  of  a 
duty  amounting  to  $  1 ,500,  upon  the  customary  annual 
dividend  often  per  cent. 

That  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
2d  August,  1813,  imposes  a  stamp  duty  upon  any  prom- 
issory note,  or  notes,  payable  either  to  bearer  or  order. 


comb,"  reported  that  the  conferees  had  agreed  to 
certain  modifications  of  the  amendments;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Resolted,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein,  and 
that  the  resolutions  be  amended  accordingly. 


or  bankers  ;  that  the  eighth  section,  of  the  act  provid«d 
that  no  banks  or  companies,  which  ^hall  not  have 
compounded  for  the  stamp  duty,  shall  issue  any  bank 
bill  or  promissory  note,  unless  upon  paper  duly  stamped 
and  whereon  the  resf)ective  duties  shall  have  been  paid  ; 
and  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  declares,  that  all  the 
paper  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  the  stamp  duty,  except- 
ing paper  for  bank  notes,  shall  be  furnished,  at  the  ex 


Friday.  October  28. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Corarniitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  Uuited  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  describtd. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fro.mentin.  to  insert,  sec. 
1.  line  4,  after  the  word  "  purchased."  ''  maiined, 
equipped,  and   officered."'  and  to   strike  out  the 


residue  of  the  section,  after  the  word  "  each,"  in 
the  seventh  line,  as  follows :  "  and  to  be  manned, 
issued   by  any  banks  or  cx)mpanie«,  or  by  auy  banker    equipped,  and  officered,  iu  the  manner  which  he 
-.  u.-i       .  .U-.  .u        L.u    _-..-_  ..  .1.       .  1-1  .  ^JjjIi  jujge  rno.^t  expedient :" 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  Presi- 
dent determined  the  question  in  the  affirmative; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  ajree  to  the  said  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatii»e — yeas 


pense  of  the    United  States,  by    the  Secretary  of  the  I  -"•  "a>s    /.  as  lollows: 


Treasury.  That,  after  the  rejection  of  this  offer  to  en- 
ter into  a  composition  fur  the  stamp  duty,  your  memo- 
rialist has  complied  with  the  directions  of  the  law,  and 
has  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  uf  the  Revenue 
•sheets  of  bank  notes  in  order  to  be  stamped. 

That,  independent  of  the  great  hazard  and  delay  lo 
which  your  memorialist  is  ex  posed  by  these  operations, 
it  u  obvious,  from  the  texture  and  quality  of  bank  pa- 
per, th.1t  the  stamp,  as  at  present  impressed  on  bank 
notes,  must  disappear  in  the  course  of  an  extensive  cir- 
culation, producing  some  uncertainty  in  the  revenue, 
and  probably  great  injustice  to  individuals. 

And  your  memoralist,  having  submitted  these  con- 
siderations to  the  wisdom  of  Congres.*,  respectfully 
prays,  that  the  act  of  Congress  may  be  so  amended,  as 
to  permit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  enter  into 
a  composition  for  the  stamp  duty,  in  the  case  of  privaie 
bankers  as  well  as  in  the  case  of  corporations  andcom- 
pauies,  or  so  as  to  render  the  duty  equal  in  its  opera- 
tion! upon  every  denomination  of  bankers. 

STEPHEN  GIRARD. 

Philadelphia,  October  24,  1814, 


Veas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  (Jaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason,  Robinaon, 
Smith,  Tait,  Thompson,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  Lacock,  Rob- 
erts, Turner,  and  Wharton. 

I  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  iu  the 
affirmative.  The  bill  as  amended  is  as  follows: 
Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That,  in  addition  to  the  present 
Naval  Establishment,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
built  or    purchased,  manned,  equippt-d,  and   officered, 

any  number  of  vessel^  not  exceeding ,  which,  in 

his  opinion,  the  public  service  may  require,  to  carry 

not  less  than nor  more  than guns  each,  and 

to  be  manned,  equipped,  and  officered,  in  the  manner 
which  he  shall  judge  most  expedient. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
building  and  purchase  and  equipping  of  these  vessels, 
the  sum  of dollars  be  and  the  simc  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 


Thursday.  October  27. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  lo  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the 
vessels  therein  described,  was  read  the  second 
time  ;  aud.  on  motion,  bv  Mr.  Tait.  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  after 
progress,  the  lurth«r  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-tnt>rrow. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  resolutions  "  expressive  of  the 
I3lh  Con.  3d  Sess.— 2  . 


Monday,  October  31. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Smith,  the  petition  of  D.ivid 
M.  Clarkson.  and  otht- rs.  citizens  of  New  York, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  National  B  ink,  pre- 
sented the  30ili  ultimo,  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  meir.bi'rs.  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Kino,  S^uTH,  Taylor,  Bibb,  and  .Mason. 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  o(   Representatives 
informed  ihe  Sfiiaie  that  the  House  have  passed 
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^*bil1,  eDtiiled  ''Am  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a 

tfftm  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,"  in 

*jiiich   bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 

donate. 

^The  bill  last  rarntioned  was  read,  and  passed 

t^the  second  reading. 

'The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  LJni- 
l(jd  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the 
tassels  herein  described  having  been  reported  by 
ihe  committee  correctly   engrossed,  was  read  a 

(ird  time  ;  and  the  blanks  were  filled  ;  first  wilh 
J^wenty,'-  second,  with  "  eight,"  third,  wilh  '"four- 
(t,^ti,"  fourth,  with  ••  six  hundred  thousand." 
\tRetolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
^^reof  be  ''An  act  authorizing  the  President  of 
jl»e  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased 
Me  vessels  therein  described." 

n  

ii  ToESDAY,  November  1. 

i"  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan 
jf  r  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars." 
{Jas  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
!  Jnamiitec  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Mesisrs.  Gore,  Bibb,  and  Smith,  were  appointed 
tile  committee. 

.  'A  messajjje  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
Hflre.solutiuij  requesting  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  humil- 
'  tion,  fasting,  and  prayer,  in  which  they  r«;quest 
!>>  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read,  and 
.•iissed  to  the  second  reading. 
j;Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  followinc  motion  : 
>  •  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Account*i  be  au- 
Jw)rized  to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for  the  fune- 
ti}  expens.-a of  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esquire,  laic  Secretary 
j.j  the  Senjfe,  and  for  a  monument  erected  to  his 
Jj^emorj  ;  and  that  the  expenses  be  paid  out  of  the 
^^ntingent  t'und  of  the  Senate.  And  the  resolution 
j*i^afl  read. 

I^j  Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  readin 


If 
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VV^ED.NtdDAV.  November  2. 
SAMLEh  W.  Dana,  from  the  State  of  Connec- 


ticut, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate 

7*  Mr.  Roberts  presented   the  memorial  of  Oli- 

^^r  Evar  s,  praying  a  general  extension  of  the 

^tent   terra,  or  a  renewal  of  his  patent  for  hii 

*iiiprovements  yi  steam  engines;  for  reasons  sta- 

»d  at  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read, 

«^d  referred   to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 

,^ve  members,  to  consider  and   report  thereon  by 

!j|ll  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  RoBEHTb,  Smith, 

ilANA,  Anderson,  and  Varncm,  were  appointed 

yi^e  committee. 

•^j  The  resolution  authorizing  the  Committee  of 
)5ccount9  fo  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for 
tie  funeral  expenses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis.  Esquire, 
^te  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  was  read  the  second 

^qThe  resoJution  requesting  the  President  of  the 

tSnTted  Siaies  to  recomnieud  a  day  of  public  hu- 

WiliatioD,fjsting,  and  prayer,  was  read  the  second 
e. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseniatJTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  for  the  reliet  of  the  peitjr 
officers  and  .•■eamen  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Joshua  Barney,"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  la^t  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


Thursday,  November  3. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  Girard,  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  laying  du- 
ties on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  com- 
panies; on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations, discounted 
by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies ;  and  on 
bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  the  following  motion  : 
Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Mihtary  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing;, by  law,  an  additional  number  of  military  acad- 
emies. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
petty  officers  and  seamen  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Joshua  Barney,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  author- 
izing the  Committee  of  Accounts  to  audit  and 
control  the  accounts  for  the  funeral  expenses  of 
Samuel  A.  Otis.  Esquire,  late  Secretary  of  the 
Senate;  and.  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordini^ly;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
recommend  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  fasting, 
and  prayer;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time  by 
uuanimou>  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of 
dollars,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and 
the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore,  to  strike  out,  of  sec- 
tion 5.  after  the  word  "thereof,"  in  the  20th  line, 
to  the  end  of  the  section,  and  insert,  between  iec- 
tions  Sand  6,  the  followin'' : 

"Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  annual  sum  of  eight  mi'lions  of  dollars, 
heretofore  appropriated  to  the  SinkinR  Fund,  a  further 
annual  sum.  to  be  provided  by  permanent  funds,  and 
which  shall  be  equal  to  the  jnlerest  payible  upon  the 
slock  created  by  virtue  of  this  act,  toj^ether  with  a  sum 
that  shall  be  equal  to  one  per  centum  uf)on  the  whole 
principal  of  said  stock,  sbsll.  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  be  spprupriated  to  the  said  Sinking  Fund, 
and  vested  in  the  commusioners  thereof,  in  trust,  to  be 
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by  them  applied  to  pay  the  interest  and  to  reimburse 
the  principal  of  the  said  stock  created  by  this  act ;" 

And,  after  debate,   the   further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Friday.  November  l. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Bowie  and 
Kurtz,  and  others,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read. 

He  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie 
and  Kurtz,  and  others,  and  tiie  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamen 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Joshua  Barney," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, instructing  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
by  law  an  additional  number  of  military  acade- 
mies, and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  laying  duties 
on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies ;  on  notes,  bends,  and  obligations,  discounted 
by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and 
on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for 
the  funeral  expenses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis.  Esquire, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Resolved,  xmanimously,  That  this  resolution 
pass,  as  follows: 

"That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for  the 
funeral  expenses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esquire, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  for  a  monu- 
ment erected  to  his  memory;  and  that  the  ex- 
penses be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '"An 
act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  millions  of  dollars."  together  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Gore;  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed? 11  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Saturday,  November  5. 
Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of  Ed- 
ward Barry,  sniliogmaster,  and  George  Hodge, 
boatswain,  in  the  navy  yard  of  the  United  States^ 
at  Washington,  praying  indemnification  for  the 
loss  of  household  fvirniture,  books,  and  instru- 
ments of  navigation,  destroyed  by  the  fire,  as  is 
stated  in  the  petition;  winch  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  :  and  Messrs.  Ander- 


8orf,  Dana,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr,  Dana  submitted  the  following  motions: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  wcs  referred 
80  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  naval 
affairs,  be  instructed  to  inquire  what  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  appointment  of  officers  above  the 
grade  of  captain,  in  the  rs'avy  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  what  provision  should  be  made  for  conferring 
naval  rank,  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  meritorious 
service. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  making  further 
provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

[The  Ist  section  of  this  bill  provides  that  recruiting 
officers  shall  be  authorized  to  enlist  into  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  any  free,  effective,  able-bodied  man 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years. 

I'he  2d  section  repeals  so  much  of  former  acts  u 
requires  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  parent,  master 
or  guardian,  to  authorize  the  enlistment  of  persons  un- 
der 21  years  of  age,  provided  masters  of  apprentices 
who  enlist  shall  receive  a  certain  portion  of  the  bounty 
money,  dec. 

The  3d  section  allows  to  future  recruits  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  in  heu  of  the  land 
bounty  now  allowed  by  law. 

The  4th  section  provides  "  that  any  person  subject 
to  militia  duty,  who  shall,  according  to  law,  furnish  a 
recruit  for  the  Army,  at  his  own  expense,  to  serve 
during  the  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  militia 
duty  during  the  war,"  &c.J 

Mr.  Giles  also  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
upon  the  several  Slates  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of thousand  mili- 
tia, for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars," 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed, 
wilh  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamen 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Joshua  Barney;" 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  amendment, 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out, 
of  lines  6  and  7.  "and  losses;"  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  furtherconsid- 
eration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 
The  Senate  resumed,  a---  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies;  on  notes,  bonds, 
and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  . 
certain  companies;  and  on   bills  of  exchange  of 
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Jiirtain  descriptions  ;  and.  after  debate,  the  further 
4|nsideratioa  thereof  was  postponed  until  Moo- 
jy  next. 


j  Monday,  November  7. 

iiOn  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 
" ^ Reiolted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
luse  fo  be  procured  and  delivered  to  each  niem- 
r  of  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  military  laws  and 
les  and  regulations  tor  the  Army  of  the  United 
.ates. 
^iThe  bil!  making  further  provision  for  filling 
ij^  ranks  of  the  Array  of  the  United  Slates,  was 
Mid  the  second  time,  and  the  further  considera- 
iUn  ihereot  postponed  to,  and  made  the  special 
^(ider  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 
I^The  bill  lo  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
f^  Stateu  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and 
■J^erfitorie.^  ihereof.  for  their  respective  quotas  of 
•♦^ —  thousand  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
»irs  of  tbt:  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
ifje. 

jj^*The  Sensite  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
^•Virons  made  the  5ih  instant,  by  Mr.  Dana,  for 
l|>liuctinf^  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  rel- 
'AMVt;  to  the  ap^)oir)tment  of  naval  officers  above 
»V  grade  of  captain,  and  for  conferring  naval 
ihipk  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  meritorious 
■^'jrvice;  and  agreed  thereto. 
iMr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
rn for  c(Mi<ideratiou  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
<ir*ected  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  may  have 
j^.vonted,  till  now,  a  compliance  with  the  following 
-*  -^lution?,  passed  by  the  Senate  on    the  18th  March, 


the  Committee  on  Naval  Afl'airs,  to  consider  aad 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Jf< 


•  •»  Reaolted,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
*'  Navy  U-  deviae  and  digest  a  system  for  the   better  \ 
anizalioB  of  the   Department  of  the   Navy  of  the  ' 
^  il«;d  States,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Senate  at 
tj^-  commei, cement  of  their  next  session." 
^"  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
\^   Navy  to   digest,  or  cause    to   be  digested,  all  the 
l#ivs  now  lu  force  reiative    to  the  naval  establishment 
^fd  marine  corps,  and  to  report   the  same  to  the  Sen- 
Asl  at  the  commencement  of  their  next  session." 
:Wf.  MA*iON  submitted  the  following  motion: 
\f Resolved,  That  the   President  of  the  United  States 
ft.,  and  he  ts  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fr*e  i;he  Senate  a  statement  of  the  number  of  privates 
i^il  flon-commissioned   officers   enlisted  within   each 
Igite  or  Territory  for  the  Army  of  the  United  StaUs, 
iWcfr  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  ;  specify- 
ifik  the  year  of  their  tnhstments,  and  the  term  of  time 
lii*  which  they  were  enlisted ;  and,  also,  the   number 
c«;cotp missioned  officers  of  each  rank  in    the  Army  of 
tU  l.nited   States,  specifying   the   number,  with  their 
tf^ptctive  ranks,  belonging  to  each  SUte  or  Territory. 
ifA.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  George  P. 
Fji^evenson  and  others,  merchants  and  shipowners 
c^.tbe  city  of  Baltiraore.  praying  that  the  owners 
<in)rivate  aroied  vessels  may  receive  an  adequate 
c^ijmpensalion  for  ev>ery  ion  of  shipping  belon^inn- 
tl^ttie  enemy,  which  they  shall  burn,  sink,  o'de" 
sf^y.on  the  high  seas;  for  reasons  stated  at  lar^e 
i||lh«  petition  J  which  was  read,  and  referred  "to 


Tuesday,  November  8. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
I  motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Fromentin.  in 
relation  to  the  noncompliance  wi»h  the  rc-olu- 
tion-«  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  18th  of  .March, 
1814;  nnd  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, by  Mr.  Mason,  requesting  a  statement  of 
enlistments  within  each  Stale  or  Territory  for 
the  Army  cf  the  United  States  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  jiresent  war ;  and,  on  motion, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appointed 
acommitieeontheirpart,  jointly  with  the  commit- 
tee  to  be  appointed  on  the  [>art  of  the  Senate   to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
request  him  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  humil- 
iation, lasiing,  and   i)rayer.  in    pursuance  of  the 
joint  resolution  passed  lor  that  purpose. 
UNIFORM  .MILITIA. 
Mr.  WoBTUiNGTo.N,  from    the  Committee  on 
the  Militia  of  the  United  Stales,  reported,  in  part, 
a  bill  further  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  more  effectually  to  provide   for  the  national 
defence  by  establishinga  uniform  militia  through- 
out the   United   States;"  and   the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  readme. 

Tlie  bill  is  as  follows : 
A  bill   further   in  addition   to  the  act,  entitled  an  act 
more  efTectually  to  provide  for   the  national  defence 
by  establishing  a  uniform  militia  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Be  it  enaeted  by  the  Senate  and  Housr  of  Repre- 
tentatives  of  the   United  States  of  America  in    Con- 
gress assembled.   That,  in  addition  to  the  citizens  di- 
rected to  be  enrolled  by  the  first  section  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  more  effectuully  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence  by  esUblishing  a  uniform  militia  throughout 
the  United  SUte«,"  each   and   every  free   able-bodied 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  Territories 
thereof,  who  is  or  shall  be  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  eighteen  years,  shall  severally  and  respectively  be 
immediately  enrolled  in  the  mUitia,  by  the  Captain  or 
commanding    ofTicer  of  the    company    within   whose 
bounds  such   citizen   shall  reside,  and,  when  enrolled 
and  notified  according  to  law,  shall  be  holden  to  arm 
and  equip  himself,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  the  duUes, 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties  in  cases  of  neglect, 
as  now  are,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  provided  for  by  law 
for  the  government  of  the  mihtia  of  the  United  States, 
except    that  such   citizen    shall  not  be  subject  to  be 
draughted  into  the  actual  service-  of  the  United  Slates 
while  he  remains  under  the  age  of  #igbteen  years. 

Stc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  and 
every  free  able-bodied  white  maJ«  citi74>n  of  the  United 
States  and  'i'erritones  tbercof,  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  who,  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  State*,  or  any  other  State  or 
Territory  thereof,  have  been  exempted  from  common 
trainings  for  the  purpose  of  discipline,  or  from  militia 
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duty  f enerally,  whh  •rtrj  (ret  able-bodied  white  male 
citixen  of  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  under  the  age 
of  fifty  years,  except  ministers  of  the  gospel,  shall  be 
immediately  enrolled  in  the  militia,  by  the  Captain  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  company  within  whose 
bounds  such  citizen  shall  reside,  and,  when  so  enrolled 
and  notified  according  to  law,  such  citizen  shall  be 
holden  to  arm  ond  equip  himself,  and  to  do  and  per- 
form all  the  duties,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties, 
in  case  of  neglect,  as  now  arc,  or  shall  hereafter  be, 
provided  for  by  law  for  the  government  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  except  that  such  citizen  shall  not 
be  aubject  to  attend  the  trainings  of  militia  for  dis- 
cipline. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mt^Mascn.  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill  amended,  as  follows  : 

•'  Sir.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  lieu  of 
the  bounty  of  one  hundred  end  sixty  acres  of  land,  now 
allowed  by  law,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  non- 
commissioned officer  and  soldier  hereaflcr  enlisted, 
when  discharged  from  service,  who  shall  have  obtained 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  his  company,  battahon, 
or  regiment,  a  certificate  that  he  had  faithfully  per- 
fonned  his  duty  whilst  in  service,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  surveyed,  laid  off,  and 
granted,  under  the  same  regulations,  and  in  every  re- 
8f>ect  in  the  manner,  now  prescribed  by  law  ;  and  the 
widow  and  children,  and,  if  there  be  no  widow  nor 
child,  the  parents,  of  every  non-commissioned  officer 
and  soldier  enlisted  according  to  law,  who  may  be 
killed  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  as  aforesaid  ;  but  the  same  shall  not  pass 
to  collateral  relations;  any  law  heretofore  passed  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  6, 
nays  22,  as  follows: 

Ytk» — Messrs.  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Horsey, 
Mason,  Smith,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Gondii,  Dana,  Fromentin,  (laillard, 
German,  Giles,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Whea- 
ton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out.  sec- 
tion one.  line  seven,  after  the  word  '•  years,"  the 
residue  of  the  section,  as  follows :  ''  which  enlist- 
ment shall  be  absolute  and  binding  upon  all  per- 
sons under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  well 
as  upon  all  persons  of  full  age,  such  recruiting 
officer  having  complied  with  all  the  requisitions 
of  the  laws  regulating  the  recruiting  service:" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays 
19,  as  follows-. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana.  German,  Goldsbo- 
rough, Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thomp- 
flon. 

NiTs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Oaillard,  Giles,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  Roberts.  Smith,  Tait,  Taybr,  Turner,  Var- 
num, Wharton,  and  Worthington. 


Wednehday,  November  9. 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  and 
request  him  to  recommend  a  day  of  humiliatioa, 
fasting,  and  prayer,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution passed  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robinson  be  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RonERTS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Oliver  Evans,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's 
patent  for  his  improvement  on  steam  engines; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the7th  instant,  by  Mr. Mason,  which 
was  amended  and  agreed  to.  as  follows: 

"  Resolve  J,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement,  as 
far  as  practicable,  of  the  number  of  privates  and 
non-commissioned  officers  enlisted  within  each 
State  or  Territory  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war;  specifying  the  year  of  their  enlistments, 
and  the  term  of  time  for  which  they  were  enlist- 
ed ;  and  also  the  number  of  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  each  rank,  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  specifying  the  number,  with  their  respect- 
ive ranks,  belonging  to  each  State  or  Territory." 
The  bill  further  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled 
"  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  strike  out,  section 
two,  line  one,  after  the  word  "that,"  so  much  of 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act  passed  the  25th  day  of 
January,  1813,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  perfect  or- 
ganization of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  as 
requires  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  parent, 
guardian,  or  master,  to  authorize  the  enlistment 
of  persons  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  question 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

After  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  ves- 
sels therein  described,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Castille,  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans;"  in  which   they  request  the  con- 
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They  also  inform  the 
te  of  tli*  accidental  loss  of  the  amendments 
^^le  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
th*^ize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  mil- 
c:^  of  dollars  j"  and   request  a  substitution  of 
thiiT>aff»e. 

On  oiotioD,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
th^^fssage  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
re-i'yesiing  the  substitution  of  the  amendments  of 
thilSenate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  auihor- 
^  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions 
ofi.  •■ 

by  Mr.  King,  it  was  referred   to  a 


iz^A  loan  for  { 
ofijpllars." 
'^  motion, 


selj-it  commiitee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 


an 


^  Messrs.  Kino,  Bibb,  and  Bledsoe,  were  ap- 
po,itted  the  commiitee. 

Jkhe  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
re^^^J,  and  pa.^sed  to  the  second  reading. 

||ie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider'lhe  amend- 
mtt'li  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
eniiled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Uiijed  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased 
tht^essels  therein  described;"  and,  on  motion 
DyJ^I'"!  Smith,  resolved  not  to  concur  therein. 


\  Thursday,  November  10. 
(message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Lmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
I  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to 
jill,  eniiiled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dentifof  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or 
pur.iiased  the  vessels  therein  described  ;"  they 
aslrj  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two^FJouses,  and  have  appointed 'managers  on 
thtrj^jpart.  They  have  passed  a  bill, entitled  "An 
actfuuthorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  during  the 
cot^jnuance  ot  the  present  war,  to  make  an  addi- 
tioij.-tl  allowance  to  the  owners  and  masters  of 
vesiils  lor  bringing  back  to  the  United  Slates 
desfiute  and  distressed  American  seamen;"  in 
wh4lh;  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 

'(jie;  bill  la^t  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  i^,j3^econd  reading. 

Nlj.jKiNG,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
rel(«rje<i  the  message  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
ati»t>suf  the9ih  instant,  reported  the  foilowina 
ordjj!:  '^ 

Qi'dcred,  That  a  copy,  duly  engrossed,  of  the 
am^^rtdruents  made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  enti- 
tledi[Ao  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceer.f  ft  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,"  be  ear- 
ned tiy  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  the  House 
of  Ri-presentatives,  pursuant  to  the  request  con- 
taist^  in  their  message  of  the  9th  instant. 

Oi^  the  question,  Will  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
rep«r<  xif  the  comrnuiee?  it  was  determined  m 
the  ^ifirmaiivc'. 

Ajrj  Fbomentin,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  ;}^iendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  duly 
engtVfsed.  ' 

Of.'moiioD,  by  Mr.  Tait, 

R^yiileed,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  disa- 
greei^eo  t  to  the  amendmen  t  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseiitiiuves  to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  author 
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izing  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  cause 
to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  de- 
scribed," and  agree  to  the  conference  proposed 
thereon.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith,  Fromentin 
and  Tait,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's 
patent  for  his  improvement  on  steam  engines  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Castille,  ol  the  city  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  Slates,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto,  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Dana-  and 
after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing three  millions  of  dollars." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  amendmenis  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative-yeas  6,  nays 
26.  as  follows:  ' 

Yeas— .Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Dana,  .Morrow,  Robcrtg, 
and  I  urner.  ^ 

n  -^t'"'T:'^""*-  -^"Jerson,  BiedRoc,  Brown,  Chace 
Condit.  Daggett   Fromentin.  Gaillard,  German,  G.le.'. 
Gold«borough.  Gore.  Horsey,  Hunter.  King,  Lacock 
Lambert.    Mason.    Smith,    Tait.    Taylor.   Thomp«,n 
Varnum,  Walker.  Wharton,  and  Wonhington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore, 

Rtsolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, and  ask  a  conference  on  the  di^aTreein? 
votes  of  the  two  Houses.  '  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Gore,  GiLEa.  and  Kino 
be  the  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  the  pari 
ol  the  Senate.  ' 

Mr.  GiLEd,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Military 
Aflairs  reported  in  pan,  sundry  documents  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
VV  ar.  showing  the  number  of  men  who  have  been 
recruited  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  present  year;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate 


Friday,  November  11. 
The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary  ol  State,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  war,  to  make  an  additional  allowance  to 
he  owners  and  masters  of  vessels  for  bringin<r 
back  lo  the  United  Statesdestiiute«nd  distressed 
American  seamen,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ihe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  "  makioff 
turiher  provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
ol  the  United  Slates."  together  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed  tiereto  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  ninth 
instant. 
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Proceedings. 


Senate. 


On  the  question,  Will  the  Senaie  agree  to  the 
amendment  proposed?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  11,  nays  21.  as  follows: 

YKAi— .Messrs.  Daggett.  Dana,  German,  Goldsbo- 
rough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason. 

and  Thompson.  „.. .     t^.    ,  n 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent. 
Brown.  Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
Lacock.  Morrow,  Roberts.  Robinson,  Smith.  Tait, 
Wharton,  Tavlor,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Worthing- 
ton. 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended.  On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described." 
reported,  that  the  conferees  had  agreed  to  a  modi- 
fication of  the  amendment;  and  the  report  was 

read. 

On  the  question.  Will  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  commiitee  of  conference?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative  Whereupon. 

Besolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  so  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
managers  at  the  conference. 

A  inessage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars." 
They  agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  the 
subject,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  Commisvioner  of  the  Revenue 
to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing 
licenses;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  hill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


Saturday.  November  12. 
The  bill  making  further  provision  for  filling 
the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  commiitee  correctly  en- 
grossed was  read  a  third  time,  and  parsed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in  his 
office  to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Hou-^e  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the 
Territories  ol  the  United  States ;"  also,  a  bill  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Chalmers, 
junior,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last,  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  la  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several   States  and    Territories  thereof  for 

their  respective  quotas  of thousand  men,  for 

the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion 2,  line  7,  after  the  word  "  of,"  ''two  years;" 
after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until    . 
Monday  next. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy,  trans- 
mitting a  digest  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  the  Naval  Establishment  and  ma- 
rine corps,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  18th  March,  1814  ;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  at  the  conference  on  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars."  reported  '"that  the  Senate  do 
recede  from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill, 
except  so  much  thereof  as  strikes  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  6fth  section,  and  do  agree,  as  a  siib- 
stitute  therefor,  lo  the  two  following  sections,  viz ; 

"Stc.6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  annual  sura  of  eight  millions  of  dollars, 
heretofore  appropriated  lo  the  Sinking  Fund,  adequate 
and  permanent  funds  shall,  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  be  provided  and  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  the  reimbursement  of  the 
principal  of  said  stock  created  by  this  act. 

"  rSEc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  ad- 
equate and  permanent  Sinking  Fund,  gradually  to  re- 
duce and  eventually  to  extinguish  the  public  debt, 
contracted  and  to  be  contracted  during  the  present 
war.  shall  also  be  established  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

'•And  that  the  6th  section  of  the  said  bill  shall  be 
denominated  the  8ih  section." 

On  the  question,  Will  the  Senaie  concur  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon.  liesolced.  That  the  Senate  so  far 
recede  from  their  amendments  to  the  bill  last 
mentioned,  as  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference. 


Monday.  November  14. 
Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  W.  Ladd,  Joseph  Ladd,  and  Thomas 
Norvell,  stating  that,  being  proprietors  of  certain 
warrants  for  land  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line 
on  Continental  Establishment,  they  have  caused 
them  to  be  located  on  the  tract  reserved  by  that 
State  lor  satisfying  similar  claims;  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  line  of  the  reserve  aforesaid   be- 
in''   unsettled,  the    location   has  been   made  on 
lands  previously  granted  by  the  United  States, 
but  it  is  believed  within  the  limits  of  the  reser- 
vation.    They  therefore  pray  an  indemnification 
for  surrendering  the  lands  thus  located,  to  the  oc- 
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cui^bts  claiming  by  purchase  from  ihe  United 
Sfj^lfs;  and  ilje  peiiiion  was  rt-ad.  and  referred 
to  jbe  conomiitee  to  whose  consideration,  on  the 
2%\  feepteniber.  the  ini'morial  of  the  Legislature 
oj^'liiie  Indiana  Territory  w-is  referred,  to  consider 
31)^;  report  tuereon  by  bill  or  othervvKse. 

V^he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VMtiole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
4U!i  to  authorize  the  Cooimissioner  of  the  Reve- 
Di^j  to  causo  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in 
si^itmor  iicen -fb." 

pnlered.  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
o£.}fe  |>o^tponetJ  until  to-morrow. 
^.^Vie  bill,  entitled  'Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Cl.i^mers,  junior."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
re(,lred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider' and 
repwt  thereon.  Messrs.  S.mith.  VVorthingto.n, 
ai^lpANA  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tiif  bill,  etitrtled  "An  act  to  auth*  rize  the  publi- 
cai^^  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
tbr^Territorier  of  the  United  States."  was  read 
thei^cond  time. 

T;^ti  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wlu'de,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  .President  of  the  United  Slates  to  call  upon 
thejtveral  Si.iies  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 

resj^ctive  quotas  of thousand  miliiia.  for  the 

lro»|tiers  ot  i»c  United  Slates,  together  with  the 
araSridiDent  proposed  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  strike 
out^-two  years,"  the  term  of  service. 

C]^i  the  question.  Will  the  Senate  agree  to  the 
protjsed  amendment?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negjiiv*— yeits  15,  nays  10,  as  follows: 
r  ^>^*-^^««"-  ^^"dfr.on,  Dagjrett.  Dana,  GaiJlard, 
Oerjan,  Gore  iWy,  Hunter,  Kine,  Lambert,  Ma- 
•onjjvobinson,  1  hompson,  Varnom,  and  Wbartoa. 
r  ;!''":.''""•  ^'^^'  Bledsoe.  Brent,  Brown,  Chace. 
1  at jfc  1  aylor.  1  Hmer,  Walker,  and  Worlhington. 

C|,  motion  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
Uor^.  after  ttie  word  ''  thai,"  in  the  first  line,  to 
the^ord  -art  '  mclasive.  in  the  sixth  l.ne-on 

thereof  was 
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draw  the  motions  submitted  by  him  the  7ih  in- 
stant, in  relation  to  the  non-compliance  with  the 
re>olutions  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  18th 
March,  1SI4. 

«rT^®  ^^^^^^  re*umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
V\ho^e,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  call  upon 
the  several   States  and    Territories   thereof    for 

ihe.r  respective  quotas  of thousand  miiitia, 

tor  the  defence  ol  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
btates.  together  with  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto  by  Mr.  German  j  and,  after  debate,  the 
•Senate  adjourned. 


ttie^ord  -ac 

ino>T|n,   the    further   consideration 

pos»j.oned  unti{  to-morrow. 


1 


:"  I  Tuesday,  November  15. 

m  ^-y'T",  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

iobchLl'  ^^'^^^''''^'J  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of 

mee\,  and  the   bill  was  considered  a>  in  Com- 

Z$f  '''  '^'•^'*''  ^"^  '^''^'^   '«  'h^  Thud 

wl-'il^h"^"  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
aet^.  «  .M  ''^.^ ''^"*"°"  "'■  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act.  I  authorize  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
lll,Ti'^  States  wnhin  the  Territories  o7ihe 
Unit^  States  ;  .and.  no  amendment  havin<.  been 
propo|=^d.  It  w.is  ordered  to  the  third  readme 

Whl't^h"''^  '"f"'"''^-  "'  *"  Committee  of  the 
Who,Je.-  the  con.sideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -'An 
•ct  u^  authorise  the  Commissioner  of         L/e 
nue:v^,  cause  a  clerk  in   his  office   to  aid  him  .n 

S'gr^v^   .census  ;  and  no  amendment  havinXen 
ProE^fed.  It  was  ordered  to  the  third  readinj 

^s^-quest,  Mr.  h  romentin  had  leave  to  with- 

:.\ 


Wednesday,  November  IG. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  authorize  the  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  within 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States."  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Chalmers,  junior."  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
VV  hole,  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Castille,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  " 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin.  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Fromentin,  Daggett 
*"jJ,^-''^^«'^^^>'-^^fe  appointed  the  committee.  ' 

ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Comraissiouer  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk 
in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses  "  was 
read  a  third  time.  ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  it  uas  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
and  Messrs.  King,  GiLEd.  and  Bled=^oe.  were  apl 
pointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  furnishing  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of 
Congress  and  of  the  documents  published  under 

pnl.'  °f    L'i"  "''""^  '^'y  '^^"««'  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  \AVY  DEPART.MENT. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  containing  a  system  for 

Na vv  of".hTl"'"V"."  '^  "'•^  i^epartme^it  of  ^^ 
Nav  y  of  the  United  States,  made  in  obeoience  to 

mT  tT  '^'^^   '?^'"'^  °''  "-   ISth  March 
18U      The  reading  thereof  was  dispensed  with  • 

s".n^   ""''  V'^r'^  'I  ^'  P^'"^^^  ^^^  'he  use  of  he 

on  Nava?"Afr""'  "  ^'  '"'^r'"^  '°  ''»«  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

ihe  report  is  as  follows: 

Navt  Depirtmkvt,  Nov.  15,  1814. 

n..L\'  ^"  ^^'^,'^i*'"'^'"  to  the  resolution  »f  the  Senate, 

t'Trv  of  "th  V  '"^^  °1"  ^"''^  '"''  'J''--''"'^  'he  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  devi.e  and  digest  a  avHtem  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  of 
the  Lnited  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  report  the 
tollowing  system,  with  such  /.re/atory  observations  a8 
appear  to  me  pertineiit  to  the  occaHion. 

It  has  been  affirmed  and  cannot  be  denied,  that  im- 
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perfections  exist  in  the  civil  administration  of  the 
Naval  Establishment:  hence  it  has  been  inferred  that 
a  radical  change  uf  system  can  alone  remedy  the  evils. 
Legislative  wisdom  wiii  readily  discriminate  between 
the  constituent  principles  upon  which  the  present 
establishment  i.s  predicated,  and  has  thus  far  prospered, 
and  the  defects  which  result  from  the  absence  of  an 
intelligent,  practical,  auxihary  agency,  qualified  to  di- 
gest, arrange,  and  enforce  a  proper  system  of  detailed 
regulations,  calculated  to  insure  the  judicious  and 
faithful  application  of  public  moneys;  a  strict  ac- 
countability in  the  expenditures  of  supplies:  and  a 
rigid  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  all  the  oHi- 
cers  and  agents  connected  with  the  establishment. 

Profusion,  waste,  and  abuse,  are  the  inherent  olT- 
spring  of  all  extensive  public  institutions;  and,  if  we 
occasionally  perceive  these  evils,  in  some  degree,  in 
the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  we  are 
not  ihcnce  to  infer  their  absence  from  similar  estab- 
lishments in  other  countries,  where  naval  science  and 
experience  may  be  presumed  to  have  provided  greater 
safeguards,  and  more  numerous,  skilful,  and  vigilant 
agencies. 

But  regulations,  however  correct  and  adequate  to 
the  end,  become  nugatory,  or  worse,  unless  iha  au- 
thority and  the  means  arc  co-extcnsive,  and  competent 
to  enforce  the  execution,  or  punish  the  violation  there- 
of. This  may  account  for  the  non-existence  of  many 
wholesome  regulations  in  the  civil  adminutration  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates;  and  for  the  imperfect 
execution  of  those  which  exist,  breaches  of  the  lat- 
ter too  frequently  escape  with  impunity,  from  the  im- 
posaibility  of  the  head  of  the  Department  taking  cog- 
nizance of  all  the  multifarious  concerns  of  the  estab- 
lishment. It  is  problematical,  however,  whether  the 
excess  may  not  be  more  injurious  than  the  deficiency 
of  regulation  ;  in  the  former  ca«e,  responsibility  may 
be  lost  in  the  maze  and  mass  of  detail  and  multiplied 
agency,  while  in  the  latter,  general  instruction,  and 
sound  discretion,  not  unfrequently  insure  greater  suc- 
cess and  responsibility. 

That  the  duties  enjoined,  or  which  may  necessarily 
devolve  ujwn  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  particularly 
during  a  period  of  active  and  diversified  hostility,  are 
beyond  the  powers  of  any  individual  to  discharge  to 
the  best  advantage,  cannot  be  doubted  :  allhongh,  by 
great  labor  and  assiduity,  with  adequate  professional 
qualifications,  he  may,  possibly,  execute  the  general 
and  most  essential  branches  of  duty  with  tolerable 
success. 

In  the  progress  of  reform,  while  we  pay  due  respect 
to  that  system,  the  establishment  of  which  has  attained 
the  greate.st  celebrity,  mure,  it  is  believed,  from  its 
magnitude  and  [Hjwer,  than  from  the  excellence  of  its 
civil  administration,  we  ought  not  to  lose  sight  of  its 
palpable  and  acknowledged  defects,  nor  of  those  fea- 
tures in  our  own  system,  to  which,  in  no  trivial  degree, 
the  exalted  reputation  of  our  infant  Navy  may  be 
attributed. 

That  our  Navy  is  not  excelled  in  anything  which 
constitutes  efficiencv,  j>erfect  equipment,  and  general 
good  qualities.  It  IS  believed,  will  bt  admitted.  That 
our  seamen  are  Wlter  paid,  fed,  and  accommodated,  is 
no  less  true.  Thai  all  the  imported,  and  many  of  the 
domestic  articles  of  equipment,  and  of  consumption  in 
the  service,  are  exceedmgly  enhanced  ;  that  the  wages 
of  mechanical  labor  is  more  than  double  that  which  is 
paid  by  CJreat  BriUin  ;  that  our  expenditure  is  greatly 
increased  by  the  interruption  to  navigable  transporta- 
tion, and  the  great  extent  of  the  local  service,  is  equally 


obvious.  Yet,  under  all  these  circumstances,  it  is  de- 
monstrable, that  u{)on  a  comparuon  of  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  tonnage  and  number  of  guns  and  men,  or  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  men  alone,  our  naval  ex- 
penditure i.s  considerably  less  than  that  for  the  Nary 
of  Great  Britain,  in  which  "one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  men  are  employed,  at  an  expense  of 
more  than  twenty  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  an- 
nually." 

The  local  service  is,  from  its  scattered,  irregular, 
and  irresponsible  nature,  much  more  expensive  and 
wasteful  than  that  of  the  regular  Navy  ;  the  more  per- 
fect organization  of  which,  and  responsibility  of  com- 
mand, insure  a  more  faithful  superintendence  and 
accountability.  Hence  the  current  expenditure  of  the 
service  would  be  an  extravagant  criterion  by  which  to 
estimate  that  of  a  regular  establishment  under  a  judi- 
cious system.  The  force  employed  in  local  service  is 
extended  throughout  a  line  of  stations  from  Louisiana 
to  Maine,  and  from  Champlain  to  Huron,  consequently 
it  is  so  weak  as  readily  to  be  penetrated,  at  almost  any 
point  on  our  maritime  frontier,  by  the  concentration  of 
a  small  hostile  force;  and  it  is  expensive  in  proportion 
to  its  ditfusion.  Independently  of  the  deleterious  na- 
ture of  this  service  upon  the  health  and  habits  of  those 
employed  m  it,  we  are,  from  the  present  necessity  of 
this  system,  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  body  of  offi- 
cers and  seamen,  sufficient  to  man  thirteen  ships  of- 
the-line,  such  as  the  Independence,  Washington,  and 
Franklin  seventy-tours. 

When  we  contemplate  the  effect  which  such  a  force 
would  have  when  acting  in  conjunction  upon  our  own 
const  and  waters,  or  in  squadron,  pursuing  the  com- 
mercial fleets  of  the  enemy  on  the  ocean,  or  in  the 
harbors  of  his  colonies,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the 
conclusion,  that  our  waters  would  be  freed  from  inva- 
sion ;  our  coast  from  blockade ;  his  mditary  and  naval 
resources  intercepted  to  such  a  degree  as  to  paralyze 
his  efforts  on  this  continent:  supersede  the  necessity  of 
a  vast  Military  Establishment,  coextensive  with  our 
maritime,  Canadian,  and  Indian  frontiers;  and  our 
citizens  from  those  harassing,  irregular,  and  inconve- 
nient calls  of  militia,  which  the  predatory  enterprise 
of  the  enemy  so  frequently  produce.  In  short,  accord- 
ing to  my  conceptions,  this  cheap  and  efficient  national 
defence  should  be  adopted  as  soon  as  circumstances 
will  admit,  and  cherished  by  a  well  digested,  ener- 
getic, and  liberal  system,  steadily  progressing  with  the 
population,  commerce,  and  resources  of  the  nation. 

The  nature,  construction,  and  equipment  of  the 
ships  which  constitute  a  navy,  form  the  basis  of  its 
efficiency,  durability,  and  economy,  and  the  most  im- 
portant branch  in  the  civil  administration  of  its  affairs. 
With  a  view  to  the  reform  and  extension  of  the  Naval 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,  these  objects 
ought  to  command  the  first  place  in  our  attention, 
combined  with  such  an  organization  of  the  civil  de- 
partment as  shall  promise  the  best  re.sults. 

The  defects  in  this  part  of  the  British  system  have 
been  the  theme  of  criticism  and  reprehension  for  many 
years  past.  The  most  minute,  laborious,  and  able  in- 
vestigation, has,  from  time  to  time,  taken  place,  under 
the  direction  and  scrutiny  of  the  Parliament;  yet 
nothing  approximating  to  radical  amendment  has  been 
adopted  ;  and  the  advocates  of  reform,  either  from  the 
subtle  ramifications  of  the  evil,  or  the  agency  of  some 
sinister  influence,  appear  to  despair  of  success. 

According  to  the  most  intelligent  writers,  supported 
by  well  estalilishcd  facts,  the  deterioration  of  the  Brit- 
ish navy,  owing  to  the  injudicious  selection  and  com- 
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b^Htftion  of  incongruous  materials  in  the  construction,  [  competition.     The  same  energy,  skill,  vigilance,  and 


iutf 
protxirtions,  not 


the  abor:ive  method  of  preserring,  is  very  alarm- 
ind   thf  diversity  in  the  form,  dimensions,  and 

„^ ,  only  of  the  several   rates,  but  of  the 

ni^^irrous  dibtinct  classes  of  the  same  rate,  as  well  in 
tliWr  hulU  w  in  their  masts,  sails,  and  equipments, 
anr^  j"n  a  still  greater  degree  in  their  qualities  for  com- 
btuM  action,  demonstrates  the  prevalence  of  caprice 
aiJ't  {prejudice,  instead  of  science  and  system.  "When 
L>^  Nelson  was  off  Cadiz,  with  seventeen  or  eighteen 
sji>^of-the-lin<%  he  hiid  no  less  than  seten  different 
clddpesof  seventy-four  gun  ships,  each  requiring  differ- 
erjicinasts,  sails,  yards.  &c.,  so  that  if  one  ship  was 
dti,|bled,  the  others  could  not  supply  her  with  appro- 
p.-f  itc  stores." 
-' jhe  conse<iuences  resulting  from  thin  defective  or- 

hzation  ar.d  want  of  system  are  strongly  illustrated 


g.itizati 
in  the  f 

Xy\\%  an 
cc«|t 


intrepidity,  which  distinguished  the  commercial  navi- 
gators of  the  United  States,  characterire  the  officer* 
and  seamen  of  the  Navy,  The  aame  superiority  rf 
construction  which  gave  to  its  commercial  marine  the 
celerity  and  security  for  which  it  is  distinguished,  may 
be  seen  in  the  American  Navy,  which  is  truly  indige- 
nous and  distinct  from  every  other.  The  independent 
character  of  the  nation  is  manifestly  visible  in  the 
genius  of  its  Navy.  The  classes  of  our  ships,  their 
form,  construction,  armament,  and  equipment,  have 
been  tested  by  experience,  and  found  to  have  been 
happily  adapted  to  our  circumstances,  compelling  the 
enemy  either  to  employ  ships-of-the-linc  against  frig- 
ates, or  to  construct  a  new  class  of  shifis.  Their  effi- 
ciency and  perfection  have  extorted  the  praise  of  the 
enemy.     The  author,  before  quoted,  says  :  •'  The  car- 


fact,  related  by  a  recent  professional  writer  of  \  ronades  I  saw  on  board  the  United  Stales'  brig  Argus 

were  better  mounted,  and  the   vessel  more  complete 


d  talents,  that  "  out  of  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
ships,  Ac,  in  the  British  navy,  now  at  sea,  there 


arn?only  sixty-nine  which  are  in  reality  superior  in  the 

di.,ltiarge  of  metal   or  force  of  blows,   but  inferior  in 

sAiJng,  to  some  of  the   American    frigates;  and  that 

lU«v^o  are  but  eighteen  which,  unless  in  smooth  water, 

ajj^qual  to  contend  with  the  United  States,  leaving  ,  ....^  u.  a  iia«»  r 

foi;^  hundred  and  fifiy-one,  out  of  tive   hundred  and     the  same  class 

tfcrirty-eight,  which  are  admitted  to  be  incomf)etent  to    of  the -' 


.  ar.„   ._,     

than  those  in  the   British  navy  ;  and  she  was  uncom- 
monly well  nianu-uvred." 

Our  ships  are  excellent,  and  all  in  good  condition. 
The  classes  are  few,  and  so  uniform  that,  without  in- 
convenience, the  masts,  spars,  and  equipments,  of  any 
one  of  a  class  will  serve,  indifferently,  for  any  other  of 
All  the  new  ships,  of  each  rate,  are 


.    .'      ",                         -  1 -  -•  -..«    same   class,  and  are  absolutely  similar   in    all 

etii^ige,  smgk-handed,  with  an  American  frigate."  their  equipments,  and  in   the  dimensions  and  propor- 

•  These  facts  are    encouraging,  and   serve  to  show,  lions  of  their  hulls,  masts,  spars.  Ac.     This  strict  aimi- 

tlr:il   althoug.'i  the   numerical    force  of  the  enemy  in  ,  larity  should  be  carefully  preserved,  u|>on  every  prin- 

sUJ^s,  and   mvn   appears  to  be  overwhelming;  yet,  if  ciple  of  convenience,  economy,  and  efficiency, 

tjijsaggregate  nuinler  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines.  Timber,  which  forms  an  object  of  much  solicitude 

w*,ich  the  United  States  may,  even  now,  engage  for  in  Great   Briuin,  deserves  the   particular  attention  of 

tl;,-.  public  strvice,  was  concentrated  in    eighteen  or  the  Department,  the  reorganization  of  which  will  doubt- 

tH^Hity  ships-ol-the-line.  such  as  have   been    recently  lessly  be  made  to  combine  the   necessary  talents  and 

b^Jt,  It  would   place  all  the    ships   alluded    to  in  the  means  to  provide  for  every  branch  of  the  service,  by  a 


q^lUition  just  recited,  except  the  eighteen,  hors  de 
d^^bnt ;  nor  could  our  enemy  protect  his  commerce 
a»'.^  colonies,  and  combine  such  a  force  as  would  coun- 
Uriict  the  power  and  offensive  enterprise  of  an  Ameri- 
c*<]i  fKjuadron  so  truly  formidable.  With  such  a  force 
it   >Ul   be    perceived,   that    his    host    of  frigates    and 


seasonable,  diligent,  and  judicious  collection,  in  secure 
and  convenient  depots,  of  all  the  materials  which  enter 
into  the  construction  and  equipment  of  ships  of  war. 

When  it  is  considered  that  one  seventy-four-gun 
ship  requires  two  thousand  large  oak  trees,  equal  to 
the  estimated  produce  of  fifty-sevrn  acres,  the  import- 


'-   -r^-   "-    1'^ -".   v»-t    iUB    iiosi    oi    irigaies    ana  ine  estimated  produce  of  lirty-sevrn  acres,  the  import- 

^'fr  f".  ''''^'''"v  "^"y'"^  l'«  struck  out  of  the  account,  or  ance  of  securing,  for  public  use,  all  that  valuable  spe- 

a.^e^l  to  the  *ist  of  our  Navy,  ,f  they  came  in  contact,  cies  of  oak,  which  is  found  only  on  the  Southern  aea- 

Jl^^se  views.  It  18  true,  are  prospective,  but  with  a  sta-  board,  is  sufficiently  obvious 

bU  J  judicious,  and  liUeral  system,  the  result  would  be  Dock  yards,  foundries,  smithenes.  and  armories,  in 

rf4^./ed  at  no  remote  period.  ,afe    and  eligible   situations,  are  indispensable  appen- 

i  ^SM^nfT"  n  vT  ""^P"""",  •'^  ^^'^  ^'"'^  «J™in-  '^-g"  «f  "0  important  and   growing  an  establishment. 

*,.J.Uon  of  tbe  British  navy,  it  is  but  just  to  observe.  These  always  collect  the  best  workmen,  and  as  private 

%i  the  organization  ol  the  military  part  of  their  sys-  interest  cannot  interfere  with   the   execution,  the  ma- 

t«,4  p.  much  more  perfect.  terials  and  workmanship  are   better,  and   the  work  is 

Ji  Ln?1  f         .  *       mstructions  lor  the  service  at  performed  with  more  certainty  and  regularity,  than  by 

rALvO'Tn  ;L1^  '"'^    P"^"'*"   individuals,   whose    w^rks.    in 

tIVv  «e  cTc  Ment   !    .'     X     ,     '"  7^"^'  """^  P^"''-  ^""^   ''''"'^  '"">•    ^   "«   ^«'""»^'    f^"^'"    ^^e    seat  of  de- 

i  .:?.r  .            .    '                    '""?  """"^  '"■"'^'^y  °*^  '"■"'^'  ^^*'  ^^'^  transportation  may  cost  more  than  the 

u:<'.i.rporation  into  ou.  system,  with  such  modification  article. 

a.  |thc  pecuHaT  circumstances  of  the  service  may  re-  There    is  another   branch  of  the  service  which   ap- 

I'lf'.k^  V        \           :       .          .     T^  P**"  '"   "'^  to  merit  the  serious   deliberation  of  the 

..     ecnnfr            if^^'f'"'  '^  ^^'^P^'^ent  of  Con-  Legislature,  with   regard  to  the  establishment  of  some 
fn?  ten'  T  -■  *^'"^V°  ^,  ^he  most  perfect  ,  regular  system,  by  which  the  voluntary  enl«.tments  for 

n  Il^y  nart\rthe  '  T     T'^^  of  imitation.     The  the  Navy  may  derive  occasional  reinforcement  from  the 

?i.>^  ^-nV      .       '      ii""'  '?'''*'"r*  '^^^Vl'^'^^^t  in  services  of  those  seamen,  who,  pursuing  their  own  pri- 

Stlifof  Ane       ""        "^'P'l'^   ''c'\'  ^''^''''  *"*^  vat.  occupations,  are  exempt,  by  their  ftmerant  habits. 

telted  hv  Jr..           "'r   ''I -^"y  ""''«"  ^•'"  ^  J*"  would  be  nothing  incompatible  *^.lh  the  free  spirit  of 

Tit  nf  A  ^        commercial  and  navigating  enterprise,  our  institutions,  or  with  the  righU  of  individuals,  if 

u,  l-mnl.";*"*'"          ,  ""'^1          r"^  °'*'"' ""'•'  '^^  registers,  with   a   particular   descriptive   record,  were 

nSteTliTr"  '*'"'?     extension  of  lU  com-  kept  in  the  several  districts,  of  all  the  seamen  belong- 

ty!.lL     "•="*; /h«   •'"vy,  jealousy,  and    hostility,  of  ing  to  the  United  States,  and  provision  made  by  law 

thi4e  who  co«ld  not  meet  .unfair,  equal,  and  friendly!  for  classing  and   calling    into  the   public  service,   in 
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aaccesaton,  for  reasonable  stated  periods,  such  portions 
or  classes,  as  the  public  service  might  require,  and  if 
any  individual,  so  called,  should  be  absent  at  the  time, 
the  next  in  succession  should  perform  the  tour  of  duty 
of  the  absentee,  who  should,  on  his  return,  be  liable 
to  serve  his  original  tour,  and  his  substitute  be  exempt 
from  his  succeeding  regular  tour  of  duty. 

In  the  military  service,  should  the  ranks  not  be  filled 
by  recruits,  the  deficiency  of  regular  force  may  be 
made  up  by  draughts  of  militia,  to  assemble  at  a  given 
time  and  place  ;  not  so  in  the  naval  service,  it  de- 
pends, exclusively,  upon  voluntary  enlistments,  upon 
which  there  is  no  reliance  for  any  given  object,  at  any 
time  or  place.  Hence,  the  most  important  expeditions 
may  utterly  fail,  though  every  possible  exertion  shall 
have  been  made  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

If  we  examine,  with  due  attention,  the  nature,  ex- 
tent, and  importance  of  the  objects  involved  in  the 
administration  of  naval  affairs,  and  contemplate,  in 
the  history  of  ages  past,  the  unsuccessful,  though  in- 
defatigable labors  of  legislation,  science,  and  genius, 
to  perfect  the  system,  we  may  learn  to  appreciate  with 
more  accuracy,  and  cherish  with  liberality,  the  life  of 
study,  observation  and  experience,  required  to  arrive 
even  at  moderate  attainments  in  a  science,  which, 
though  familiar  in  the  estimation  of  all,  is  the  most 
complicated,  critical,  and  interesting,  that  has  ever 
engaged  the  attention  or  influenced  the  destinies  of  na- 
tions. My  sole  object  is  to  invite  the  attention  and 
liberality  of  the  National  Councils  to  the  requisite 
talents  and  qualifications  for  the  cherishing  and  rear- 
ing to  maturity,  the  vigorous  plant,  around  which 
are  entwined  the  affections  and  confidence  of  the 
country. 

All  thcFC  objects  appear  to  mc  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  the  revision  of  the  civil  adminstra- 
tion  of  our  naval  affairs,  the  Executive  branch  of 
which  should  be  conducted  by  persons  of  enlarged 
views,  collectively  combining  all  the  practical  know- 
ledge and  professional  intelligence  which  these  import- 
ant, diversitied,  and  comprehensive  subjects,  obviously 
require. 

We  have  a  good  foundation  upon  which  to  raise  a 
durable  superstructure;  and  concluding  that  that  sys- 
tem cannot  be  radically  wrong,  which  has  produced 
such  favorable  results,  I  should  be  unwilling  to  hazard, 
by  an  entire  innovation,  the  benefits  we  have  derived, 
and  may  still  derive,  by  retaining  the  present  organ- 
ization of  the  Navy  Department,  and  providing,  by 
law.  for  an  intelligent,  practical,  and  efficient  auxiliary 
agency,  such  as  experience  has  suggested. 

With  this  view,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  with 
great  deference,  the  following  t-vstem  for  the  organiza- 
Uon  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  difclinguishing,  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  those  objects  which  appear  to  re- 
quire Legislative  provision,  from  those  for  which  Ex- 
ecutive regulation  may  prescribe  with  more  convenience 
and  advantage  ;  the  outline  of  which  only  is  given, 
as  the  ground-work  may  be  filled  up  to  greater  benefit, 
when  the  colWcted  experience  and  talents  which  it 
contemplates  sh&ll  have  deliberated  upon  the  subject. 

An  Act  fur  the  bttler  organization  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  office,  duties,  and  pow- 
ers of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  Account- 
ant, AgenU,  and  other  officers  of  the  Department  of 
the  Navy,  be  and  remain  as  now,  by  law,  established  ; 


except  as  hereinafter  modified,  altered,  or  transferred 
to  any  other  office  or  offices,  created  by  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  designate  three  officers 
of  the  Navy,  and,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  appoint  two  other  judicious  persons,  skilled 
in  naval  affairs,  to  be  Inspectors  of  the  Navy,  who  to- 
gether shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the 
Navy,  three  members  whereof  shall  be  necessary  to 
form  a  quorum  ;  and  the  business  of  the  said  board 
shall  be  transacted  in  such  central  and  convenient 
place,  for  the  superintendence  of  the  affairs  of  the  Na- 
vy, as  the  President  of  the  Uniied  States  shall  direct ; 
who  shall  also  have  power  to  designate  the  presiding 
member,  and  to  appoint  the  secretary  of  the  said  board, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  regular  and  correct  re- 
cords of  all  the  transactions  of  the  board,  and  to  trans- 
mit attested  copies  of  all  such  proceeding:-  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  for  the  inspection  and  revision  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  at  which  any 
such  proceedings  shall  have  taken  place;  and  the  said 
board  shall  have  power  to  establish  nuch  rules  and 
regulations,  for  its  own  proceedings,  and  to  employ 
such  number  of  clerks  and  assistants,  as  well  for  the 
transacting  of  the  business  of  the  board,  as  for  that 
of  the  several  inspectors,  and  to  procure  such  books, 
maps,  charts,  plans,  drawings,  models,  and  stationery 
as  the  public  interest  may  require,  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  approve. 

Sec  .3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  arrange  and  class,  under  distinct  and 
appropriate  heads,  as  equally  as  may  be,  all  such  du- 
ties and  details  as  may  be  found  impracticable  for  the 
officers  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  as  now  organ- 
ized, to  execute  with  advantage  to  the  public,  and, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  assign  to  each  inspector  of  the  Navy  the 
special  charge  and  execution  of  one  of  the  classes,  so 
arranged  ;  for  the  faithful  performance  of  which  trust, 
the  said  inspectors  shall  severally  be  held  responsible, 
under  the  instruction  and  subject  to  the  revision  of 
the  board  of  inspectors,  to  which  a  statement  of  all  the 
transactions  of  each  inspector  shall  be  submitted  for 
revision,  at  each  slated  meeting,  and  an  abstract  there- 
of transmitted  monthly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  such  remarks  thereon  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
may  require  ;  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  prepare  a  system  of  general  reg- 
ulations, defining  and  prescribing  the  respective  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  Navy, 
and  of  the  several  inspectors,  which  rules,  when  ap- 
proved by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  be 
respected  and  obeyed,  until  altered  or  revoked  by  the 
same  authority ;  and  the  same  general  regulations, 
thus  prepared  and  approved,  shall  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress at  their  next  session. 

Sec  4.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  alone  to  appoint  a  person, 
skilled  in  the  science  and  practice  of  naval  architecture, 
to  the  office  of  Naval  Constructor;  and  also  to  appoint 
two  naval  constructors.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  prepare  such  rules  and 
regulations  for  connecting  the  business  of  the  Con- 
structor's department,  as  shall  appear  necessary  and 
proper;  which,  when  approved  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed,  until  re- 
voked by  the  same  authority.  And  the  naval  construc- 
tor shall  be  allowed  one  clerk,  to  assist  in  traasacting 
the  business  of  his  department 
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c.  5.  Th»t  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea  be 
he  ia  hereby  authorized,  with  the  consent  and  ad- 
f  the  Senraje,  to  appoint  a  Paymaster  of  the  Navy, 
shall  pertortii  the  duticB  oi  his  office  ai^reeably  to 
irections  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
thf^ine  being  ;  and,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties 
of  ^^e  name,  shall  give  bonds,  with  ^ood  and  suflicient 
8Ur«|ie<«,  in  su  h  sumx  as  the  President  of  tlie  United 
St^lC8  shall  direct,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  said 
ofii*,  and  shall  take  an  oath  to  execute  the  duties 
th«j<iof  with  fidelity. 

|j^( .  6.  Thai  all  letters  and  packet)  to  and  from  the 
ins^jrctors  and  paymas-ter  of  the  navy,  which  relate  to 
thfuj  oificial  duties,  shall  be  free  from  postage. 

!^5^.7.  That  each  inspector  of  the  navy  shall  be  en- 
titr*';^  to  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  captain  commanding 
a  e^  jadron  on  separate  service,  and  also  to  the  sum  of 
ont;  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  lieu 
of  jn)Ui»e-rent,  fuel,  forage,  <Scc. ;  and  the  salary  of  the 
nairij  constructor  shall  be  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annifru  ;  each  of  the  assistant  constructors,  one  thou- 
saurltrtve  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  the  paymaster 
of  uy  navy,  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  the  sec- 
ret^i^  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  two  thousand  dollars 
p«f,4nnum  ;  and  the  clerks  and  assistants,  authorized 
by  tf$»H  act,  shall  receive  such  reasonable  compensation 
for  i^eir  services  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shfel|  direct. 

i-  i/ould  alj^o  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of 
prcvWing  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  Naval 
Ai^eoiy,  with  suitable  professors,  for  the  instruction 
of 'tj^e  officers  of  the  Navy,  in  those  branches  of  the 
mitiematics  and  experimental  pliilosophy,  and  in  the 
Rci^jce  and  piactice  of  gunnery,  theory  of  naval  archi- 
tflcttire,  and  art  of  mechanical  drawing,  which  are 
nc;.ijss»ry  to  the  accomplishment  oi  the  naval  officer. 

ii1|  order  to  illustrate  the  principles  and  operation  of 
th»i.^)roposed  organization  of  the  Navy  Department, 
thft  following  outline  of  the  powers  and  duties  which 
it  ^  contempljited  to  assign  to  the  board  of  inspectors, 
ai;i(l  to  the  several  inspectors,  is  respectfully  suggested  ; 

3  .  Powers  and  duties  of  the  Board. 

•jrha  board  shall  have  the  general  superintendence 
ar^  direction  jf  the  affairs  of  the  Navy,  under  the  in- 
fiti^ictions  fro^n,  and  powers  delegated  by,  the  Prcsi- 
d^i  of  the  United  States,  and  authority  over  all  the 
of^«-*t8,  agent*,  and  persons,  employed  under  the  Navy 
D"(|artment ;  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  from 
tiiu^  to  time,  all  such  matters  and  things  as  inay,  in 
th4<t>pinion  of  the  board,  tend  to  promote  the  efficacy 
ark.4  e<;onomy  of  the  establishment  ;  and,  upon  the 
re(|*iBiiion  of  thi"  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  furnish  all  the 
esttliates  of  eipenditure  which  the  several  branches  of 
thcJservice  may  require,  and  such  other  information 
an(|fstatemcnU  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

'rfhe  board  shall  have  the  power  of  making  contracts 
antJ  purchases,  either  directly  or  through  the  navy 
ag.Atj,  whose  power,  in  this  respect,  should  be  limited 
to  »;|nall  sums,  »nd  to  objects,  the  procuring  of  which 
mil*  not  admit  of  delay.  In  all  other  cases,  the  previ- 
ou:-t/ sanction,  either  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of 
theiioard  of  inspectors,  or  of  some  officers  authorized 
by  ^e  board,  should  be  indispensable. 

Vhe  naval  illations  within  the  United  States  should 
be  tjesignated  by  convenient  boundaries  ;  and  an  offi- 
cer*f  rank,  trvjst,  and  confidence,  should  reside  in  each, 
wh*  should,  under  the  instructions  of  the  board,  supcr- 
irxtilid  and  control  the  affairs  of  the  Navy  within  bis 
<Jisr|icr,  and  report  to  the   board  from   time  to  time.  I 


i 


All  requisitions  of  commanding  officers,  purwrs,  and 
other  persons,  upon  the  agents,  should  be  checked,  and 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  board,  or  of  the  resident 
officer  authorized  by  the  board,  before  they  are  com- 
plied with. 

Payment-*  and  advances  should  be  made,  as  hereto- 
fore, through  the  navy  agents,  (except  those  for  the  pay 
or  the  Navy  ;)  and  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  board,  or  of  the  officers  authorized  by  the 
board,  should  precede  all  payments  and  advances, 
except  for  limited  and  urgent  demand;*. 

The  board  should  establish  general  regulations  for 
the  conduct  of  its  members,  in  the  discharge  of  the  spe- 
cial and  important  trusts  severally  assigned  to  them  by 
the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy;  and  should  digest  and 
report  to  the  Department  distinct  regulations  for  the 
following  objects  . 

1.  U^niforni  regulations  establishing  the  several  classea 
of  ships  and  vessels  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States; 
with  tables  of  the  dimensions,  proportions,  number, 
quantity,  quality,  nature,  and  description,  of  masU, 
spars,  rigging,  anchors,  cables,  armament,  and  equip- 
ments, of  all  kinds;  and  of  the  quantity,  quality,  and 
description,  of  provisions  and  stores,  of  every  species, 
for  a  given  period,  for  each  class. 

2.  Regulations  for  receiving,  preserving,  issuing,  and 
strictly  accounting  lor,  the  ex{>enditure  of  material* 
and  stores  of  all  kinds,  and  in  every  department  of  the 
service,  within  the  United  States. 

3.  Regulations  for  surveying  and  authenticating  the 
actual  state  and  condition  of  all  the  ships  and  vesseU 
of  the  Navy,  and  of  all  materials  and  stores,  of  every 
species,  reported  to  be  decayed,  damaged,  or  defective  ; 
and  for  directing  the  repair,  conversion,  sale,  or  other 
disposition  of  the  same,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may 
require. 

4.  A  more  perfect  system  of  genera]  regulations  for 
the  naval  service,  at  sea  and  on  the  Lakes. 

5.  General  regulations  for  the  flotilla  or  force  em- 
ployed in  harbor  defence,  adapted  to  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  that  service. 

6.  Uniform  regulations  for  the  navy  yards,  arsenals, 
and  depots  of  stores  and  materials. 

7.  Regulations  for  the  cruising  ships  and  vesseit  of 
the  Navy,  while  in  port;  for  the  recruiting  service; 
and  for  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  while  on  shore,  on 
duty,  or  on  furlough;  in  order  to  ascertain  the  actual 
sUte  and  local  situation  of  all  the  officers. 

8.  A  system  of  deuiled  regulations  for  the  naval 
hospitals,  and  medical  dej)artmcnt  of  the  Navy  within 
the  United  States. 

9.  An  entire  and  new  system  of  regulations  for  the 
pursers  in  the  Navy,  accurately  defining  their  duties, 
securing  a  more  strict  accountability;  limiting  their 
emolumcnu  by  a  fixed  and  reasonable  standard;  and 
protecting  the  seamen  of  the  Navy  from  the  undue  ad- 
vantages which  may  be  practised,  with  impunity,  under 
the  present  system. 

10.  Regulations  for  ascertaining,  by  examination,  the 
moral  character  and  professional  quahficaMons  of  all 
the  officers  of  the  Naxy,  l>elow  the  grad#  of  a  master 
commandant,  classing  them  in  the  scale  of  their  several 
merits;  and  of  the  pretensions  of  those  who  may  be 
selected  for  promotion,  as  well  as  of  the  candidates  for 
warrant  appointments  in  the  Navy. 

All  which  regulations,  when  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  should  be  established  and 
obeyed,  until  revoked  by  the  same  authority. 

The  duties  and  details  of  the  service,  proposed  to  be 
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assigned  to  the  eeveral  inafwcton  of  the  Navy,  may  be 
classed  as  follows : 

Itt  CliK.  Comprehending  the  general  correspond- 
ence of  the  board,  and  preparation  of  all  the  reports, 
estimates,  and  stalcmenU.  required  by  the  Department; 
and  the  communication  of  such  propositions  and  in- 
formation to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  the  board 
may  deem  interesting,  and,  also,  the  general  charge 
and  direction  of  the  flotilla  service  on  the  New  Orleans 
station. 

2d  Class.  Comprehending  the  general  military  cor- 
respondence with  all  the  officers  of  the  Navy;  the  roll 
ol  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  record  of  their  services, 
merits,  and  qualifications,  to  be  kept  on  the  tiles  of  the 
board;  orders  for  courts  of  inquiry  and  courts  martial, 
and  the  preparation  of  all  the  documents  and  state- 
ments connected  with  these  objects;  also,  the  general 
charge  and  direction  of  the  flotilla  service  on  the  South- 
ern Ftation,  viz:  (jeorgia.  South  Carolina,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Norfolk. 

3d  Class.  Comprehending  tlie  direction  of  ordnance 
and  transportation  ;  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
foundries,  laboratories,  armories,  and  other  works  con- 
nected with  the  naval  ordnance  department ;  and  the 
inspection  and  proof  of  arms,  ammunition,  <Scc.  The 
direction  of  the  transportation  of  all  persons,  stores, 
and  provisions  of  the  Navy,  by  land  and  water;  and 
the  general  charge  and  direction  of  the  flotilla  service 
in  the  Patapsco  and  Delaware,  and  at  New  York. 

4th  Class.  Comprehending  the  victualling  and  sus- 
tenance, including  purser's,  medical,  and  hospital 
stores;  also,  the  general  charge  and  direction  of  the 
flotilla  service,  on  all  the  naval  stations  from  New 
York  eastward,  and  on  Lake  Champlain. 

5th  Class.  Comprehending  the  supply  of  hemp, 
yarns,  cordage,  sail  duck,  iron  and  other  metals,  an- 
chors, and  all  other  equipmentis  and  materials  required 
for  the  service,  except  those  which  are  included  in  the 
foregoing  classes,  and  in  the  constructor's  department; 
and,  also,  the  general  charge  and  direction  of  the  ser- 
vice on  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  upper  lakes. 

The  superintendence  and  direction  of  these  five 
classes  of  objects  would  be  distributed  among  the  five 
inspectors. 

The  department  of  construction,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  board  of  in- 
spectors, would  prepare  all  the  draughts,  plans,  and 
instructions,  for  the  building  of  all  the  vessels  of  the 
Navy ;  construct  the  models,  and,  when  approved, 
direct  and  superintend,  under  the  control  of  the  board 
of  inspectors,  the  building  and  repairing  of  the  ships, 
vasaela,  boats,  the  formation  of  masts,  spars,  6lc., 
and  the  contracting  for  and  procuring  all  the  materials 
of  wood,  and  of  copper,  in  pigs,  bolts,  and  sheets,  ne- 
cessary for  the  supply  of  the  Navy;  construct  from  the 
lines,  in  the  mould  loft,  all  the  moulds  requisite  for 
moulding  and  bevelling  the  umber  in  the  forest,  under 
the  direction  of  skilful  persons  to  be  employed  by  the 
constructor  for  that  purpose;  and  superintend  tlie  con- 
struction of  the  wharves,  ships,  workshops,  and  en- 
gines, required  in  building  and  repairing  ships  of  war. 

It  is  a  copious  subject,  in  which  it  is  difficult  to 
combine  brevity  with  perspicuity. 

My  aim  has  been  to  provide  a  practical,  efficient,  and 
economical  system,  with  as  much  individual  and  col- 
lective responsibility  as  may  be  attainable;  and  I  feel 
a  persuasion  that  the  result  would  not  greatly  disap- 
point the  estimate  I  have  formed;  the  wisdom  of  the 
Senate  will  belter  appreciate  ita  merits. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES. 
Hon.  PaEsinEXT  or  Se.natk. 

MILITIA  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  uf  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  uf  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 

respective  quotas  of  thousand  militia  for  the 

defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Varnum  addressed  the  President  as  fol- 
lows :  Sir.  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  present  crisis  of  our  national  con- 
cerns,and  the  importance  of  the  adoption  of  strong 
and  energetic  measures,  well  calculated  to  meet 
and  repuise  the  force  which  the  enemy  conlem- 
plaie  placing  in  the  field  against  us.  And.  sir,  no 
man  in  this  Senate  will  go  further  than  I  shall 
feel  disposed  lo  go  to  effectuate  the  object  which 
must  be  dear  to  every  friend  of  the  nation  and 
the  rights  of  the  people,  lo  repulse  our  enemy  in 
the  field,  procure  a  just  and  equitable  adjustment 
of  the  differences  between  the  two  nations,  and 
produce  an  honorable  peace,  provided  ihe  mea- 
sures pursued  shall  appear  to  me  to  be  founded  in 
justice  and  equity. 

1  am  fully  aware  of  the  great  responsibility 
which  rests  on  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  at  the  present  crisis.  TheConstitution  hav- 
ing confided  the  defence  of  the  country  to  ihe  Gren- 
eral  Government,  and  clothed  it  with  authority 
lo  call  upon  the  physical  force  of  the  nation  to  aid 
in  making  such  defence,  and  to  draw  on  the  fiscal 
resources  of  the  country  for  a  revenue  sufiicieni 
to  meet  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  mak- 
ing defence,  Congress  are  at  this  period  most  im- 
periou-ly  bound,  upon  their  responsibility,  and  in 
discharge  of  their  important  duty,  to  adopt  mea- 
sures commensurate  with  the  exigencies  of  the 
nation  ;  and  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  necessity 
of  providing  a  large  and  ample  military  force  be- 
fore ihe  opening  of  the  next  campaign.  But,  sir, 
tlie  raising  such  forces  should  be  predicated  on 
ground  wiiicli  cannot  fiil  of  bringing  it  into  the 
field  early  in  the  Spring  ;  it  ought  to  be  placed  on 
principles  the  best  calculated  lo  do  equal  justice 
toall  classes  of  your  citizens.  In  thai  way  alone 
you  will  insure  the  confidence  of  the  people,  enlist 
iheir  feelings,  and  secure  their  aid  in  carrying 
your  system  into  effect.  Surely,  sir.  these  desi- 
rable qualities  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  bill  be- 
fore you. 

To  endeavor  lo  substantiate  the  position  I  have 
taken  on  this  occasion.  I  must  be  permitted  lo  re- 
cur lo  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  In  doing  this.it 
is  not  my  intention  lo  implicate  the  motives  or 
abilities  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill, 
nor  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  supported  it  on 
this  floor  ;  but  the  bill  being  public  properly,  the 
errors  which  it  contains  are  fair  subjects  of  ani- 
madversion— nor  shall  I  atiempt  a  reply  to  the 
fine  theoretical  arguments  which  have  been  made 
us,'  of  in  support  of  the  bill  ;  but  will  endeavor  to 
point  out  some  of  its  defects,  and  my  ideas  of  the 
most  practicable  retnedy  for  those  de/ects. 
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C?rhe  first  section  of  ihe  bill  requires  the  Presi- 
d^^t  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  Execu- 
trjes  of  iht  -several  Slates  and  Territories,  lor 
t(^'ir  respective  quotas  ot  eighty  thousand  militia, 
li(*  serve  for  two  years.  It  would  seem,  sir.  by 
this  section,  iliat  the  committee  were  of  opinion, 
tiijil  eigiity  thousand  men  in  addition  lo  the  pres- 

t  Military  Establishment,  which  consists  of 
y-two  thousand,  raakinor  in  the  whole,  142,- 
,  Would  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
..  ilted  Stales,  at  all  points,  the  next  campaign, 
liiij  this  opiiiion  of  the  committee,  I  do  most  cor- 
O^lly  acquiesce  ;  fur.  sir,  under  the  existing  cir- 
Cf^mstaoce^  of  our  situation,  and  the  situation  of 
!^(jr>)pe,  it  hi  very  probable  that  an  imposing  force 
^mi  assail  Us  tlie  next  campaign  ;  and  I  consider 
i^n  imperiiive  duty,  obligatory  on  the  National 
r.fgislature.  to  do  all  in  their  pjwer,  to  repulse 
it>fe  i,nvasio.)  of  the  enemy  at  every  point — and  to 
it*«ure  this  object,  1  am  of  opinion,  that  a  reliance 
u^on  a  less  number  of  men  in  the  field,  than  that 
c|aiemplated  by  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  would 
bi  highly  mtpoiiiic,  improper,  and  calculated  to 
j^pardize  the  safely  of  the  nation  ;  vet,  in  some 
^  the  subsequent  sections  of  it,  we  find  that  in- 
iv^*ad  of  realizing  the  pleasing  prospect  of  seeing 
aA  ample  ft^rce  in  the  field,  that  the  force  is  to  be 
r.^uced  to  an  indefinite  amount ;  which  contra- 
Ui^iion  m  terms,  inconsistency  in  principle,  and 
lAiicertainty  in  eflfect.  cannot  fail  to  produce  mor- 
l^^cation  ao'^l  chagrin  in  every  breast,  entertain- 
ipje  ihesaine  impresionson  the  subject  which  I  do. 
'T^e  same  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  call- 
yut  thi^  force  fjr  two  years,  and,  in  subsequent 
lions  of;  the  bill,  it  is  jirovided  that  the  men 
alt  be  raiked  by  dra'ught,  in  the  last  resort.  Sir, 
is  mode  of  draughting  men  from  the  mililia  for 
0  years.  I  mu.-.i.  confess  is  a  novel  idea  to  me. 
d  1  do  bt-'lieve  it  will  be  so  to  the  nation.  1 
ve  lived  to  see  draughts  from  ihe  mililia,  under 
colonial  system,  when  the  United  Slates  were 
ionies  lo  (Jreat  Britain.  1  have  seen  and  par- 
ij>aied  in  the  raising  of  men  for  public  service, 
i'  draught  and  ollierwise,  from  the  coinmence- 
ent  of  the  Revolutionary  war  up  to  the  present 
ne,  and  in  no  instance,  which  has  come  within 
y  knowledge,  has  there  been  a  draught  from  the 
iMilitia,  for  a  longer  term  than  nine  months  ;  and 
^nerally  tiie  terras  of  service  have  been  much 
tllQCter  than  nine  months. 

^1^0  such  unreasonable  exercise  of  power,  as  I 
y)*ceive  to  be  contained  in  this  bill,  ever  was 
^tempted  under  our  former  Colonial  Guvern- 
jfleots  ;  notwithstanding  suchalteinpts  might  have 
l>fCn  fostered  by  the  Monarchical  Government 
^jder  which  we  then  acted.  No  such  attempt  was 
-de  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  notwiih- 
nding  our  very  existence  as  a  nation  much  de- 
oded  upon  our  placing  a  competent  number  of 
n  in  the  field.  No  such  attempt  has  been  made 
ice  the  cioseof  me  Revolutionary  war,  until  it 
de  its  appearance  in  the  bill  before  you.  Sir,  lei 
examine  ihe  law  passed  in  1795,  auihorizing'the 
esident  of  the  United  States  to  call  out  the  mi 
la  for  the  purpo.es  designated  by  the  Constitu 
n.    By  ciiat  law  we  find,  that  such  was  the  del 


icacy  of  General  Washinoton,  the  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  whose  capacity  for 
judging  correctly  on  a  subject  of  this  kind  all 
must  acknowledge,  and  such  was  the  delicacy  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject,  at  that  time,  that  a 
positive  provision  was  made  in  the  law,  that  the 
mililia  called  out  under  it  should  not  be  held  to 
serve  more  than  three  months  in  any  one  year  ; 
and  the  provisions  of  that  law,  with  a  view  to 
equal  distribution  of  justice  among  the  individ- 
ualscomprising  the  militia, go  further, and  declare 
not  only  thai  the  militia  called  out  shall  not  be 
held  to  serve  more  than  three  months  in  any  one 
year,  but  that  they  shall  not  be  held  lo  serve  more 
than  in  due  rotation  with  every  other  able-bodied 
man  of  the  same  rank  in  the  battalion  to  which 
they  belong.  Such,  sir,  was  the  view  taken  by 
General  Washi.ngton,  and  by  the  Copgress  of 
1795,  in  regard  to  the  impropriety  of  calling  out 
the  militia  for  long  terms  of  service. 

The  principle  then  adopted  has  been  sacredly 
adhered  to  ever  since  that  period,  until  about  the 
commencement   of  the   present   war;   at   which 
time  provisions  were  made  fur  detaining  the  mili- 
tia to  be  detached  for  six  months.     Tlius,  sir.  we 
shall  find,  that  from  time  immemorial,  the  people 
of  this  nation  have  been  in  the  habit  of  believing 
that  draughts  from  the  militia  were  not  to  be  made 
lor  a  term  anything  like  that  named  in  the  bill  be- 
fore you,  and  that  belief  has  been  justly  founded 
on  the  uniform  practice  of  all  the  various  Govern- 
ments which  have  been  in  operation  here,  since 
the  first  settlement  of  the  country  by  civilized 
man.     In  fact,  sir,  that  draughts  from  the  militia 
should  nut  exceed  the  term  of  nine  months  is  fully 
established  as  a  principle  of  common  law,  which 
no  one  has  ever  attempted  to  violate  before  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  under  consideration.     And 
I  very  much   fear,  sir,  that   the  violation  of  the 
principle  which   the  bill   proposes  to   introduce, 
will  not  sit  very  well  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Surely,  sir,  this  is  not  a  time  to  introduce  new 
principles  which  are  in  any  degree  calculated  to 
alienate  the  people,  or  any  part  of  them,  from  a 
vigorous  defence  of  our  national  rights.     I  con- 
sider this  system  of  draughting  militiamen  for  two 
year;'  service,  to   be   uunecessar) ,  unequal,   and 
unjust,    if  the  nation  wish  for  an  additional  force 
to  the  amount,  and  for  the  term  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  why  not  proffer  terms  adequate  to  procure 
it,  and  make  it  a  part  of  the  regular  army  ?     Al- 
though I  admit,   that   the  General   Government 
have  power,  by  the  Constitution  under  winch  we 
act,  to  call  on  a  part,  or  all  the  physical  force  of 
the  nation  for  the  defence  of  its  rights,  when  ne- 
cessary ;  yet,  sir,  I  contend,  that  this  power  ought 
to  be  exercised  under  a  sound  discretion,  calcula- 
ted, as  near  as  may  be,  to  do  equal  justice.     i3ui 
this  bill  presents  to  my  mind  a  very  different  as- 
pect.    It  disregards   the  system  of  equality  for 
military  services  among  our  citizens,  and  violates 
the  principle  of  rotation  in  regard  to  those  services, 
which  has  been  held  sacred  by  those  who  have 
gone  before  us,  and  wiiich  I  consider  imperiously 
bin  ing  upon  us. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  class- 
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ing  the  whole  of  the  militia,  so  that  each  class 
shall  furnish  one  man  by  draught  or  contract  for 
two  years. 

This  mode  of  classification,  I  contend,  is  un- 
equal and  unjust,  as  it  includes  those  only  who 
are  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  excludes  all  those 
who  are  not  enrolled  in  the  militia.  The  very 
act  of  classing  tiie  mililia,  and  calling  upon  each 
class  to  furnish  one  man  for  two  years,  clearly 
demonstrates  that  the  Government  is  aware  that 
the  pay  given  by  the  public  is  not  sufficient  lo 
bring  the  men  into  the  field  for  such  length  of 
time.  This  fact  is  corroborated  by  the  provision 
in  ihe  first  section  of  the  bill  which  apportions 
the  mea  to  be  raised  amongst  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories apon  tiie  principle  of  representation  and 
direct  taxation,  in  this  principle,  distributive 
justice  is  properly  regarded  as  it  relates  to  the 
States  and  Territories.  But,  sir,  it  is  entirely 
abandoned  as  it  relates  to  the  people  at  large,  by 
your  mode  of  classification. 

If  the  situation  of  the  nation  has  become  such 
as  to  make  it  necessary  to  class  the  people  for  ihe 
purpose  of  procuring  an  adequate  number  of  sol- 
diers, I  conceive  that  the  just  and  equitable  mode 
of  doing  it  would  be  lo  include  in  your  classes  all 
the  taxable  polls,  and  all  the  taxable  property  by 
whomsoever  possessed — the  classes  to  be  so  formed 
as  that  each  class  should  contain, as  near  as  may 
be,  a  just  and  due  proportion  of  alllhe  taxable  polls 
and  property;  each  individual  in  a  cla>s  should 
be  holdeu  to  contribute  towards  procuring  a  sol- 
dier, by  contract,  in  proportion  to  ihe  taxables 
he  may  possess.  And  in  order  to  insure  the  rais- 
ing your  men  by  classing  the  people,  you  must 
provide  ihat  each  class  which  does  not  procure  a 
soldier  by  contract  in  a  given  time,  shall  be  taxed, 
each  individual  in  proportion  to  the  taxables  he 
may  possess,  in  a  sum  sufficient,  at  all  events,  to 
raise  a  man  for  such  class;  the  assessment  on 
such  delinquent  class  should  be  collected  by  a  sum- 
mary process,  and  the  money  paid  into  the  hands 
of  a  faihful  officer,  who  would  not  fail  to  procure 
the  man. 

This  IS  a  mode  of  cla.«bificaiion  similar  to  the 
one  adopted  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  which 
was  generally  satisfactory.  Contrast  this  system 
with  the  one  contained  in  the  bill  before  you, 
and  let  every  man  judge  which  of  them  ought  to 
be  preferred. 

In  the  one  case,  all  the  persous  and  property  in 
the  nation  would  be  called  upon  to  disburse  a 
due  proportion  of  the  national  expense  ;  and,  in 
the  other  case,  the  persons  enrolled  m  the  mililia 
only  are  lo  bear  the  expense  of  raising  and  get- 
ting into  ilie  field  eightv  thousand  troops,  lo  serve 
for  two  years. 

The  persons  enrolled  in  the  militia  are  gene- 
rally composed  of  farmers,  mechanics,  and  labor- 
ers, uot  very  affljent  in. their  circumstances,  but 
as  respectable  and  useful  members  of  society  as 
any  class  of  citizens  which  can  be  named.  1 
imagine  that  they  do  not  hold  one-third  of  the 
property  which  is  to  be  defended;  and  yet,  sir, 
this  class  of  your  citizens  are  to  be  called  upon 
to  bear  the  whole  expense  of  this  extensive  de- 


tachment, while  those  who  hold  two-thirds  of  the 
property  of  the  nation,  if  my  ideas  upon  that  sub- 
ject be  correct,  are  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  a 
cent.  I  can  see  no  reason  for  this  discrimination  ; 
I  conceive  it  lo  be  founded  in  error  of  so  deep  a 
die  as  to  materially  impede  our  operations  of  de- 
fence, if  not  lo  defeat  them  altogether.  Pray,  sir 
what  reason  can  be  given  why  the  rich  merchant,' 
the  wealthy  farmer,  the  opulent  professional  gen- 
tleman, those  citizens  holding  property  who  arc 
over  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  all  those  citi- 
zens between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five, 
who  have  been  exempted  from  militia  duly  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  individual 
States,  should  be  exempted  from  a  participation 
in  the  extra  expense  of  this  draught  ?  I  confess  I 
can  see  none,  nor  have  I  heard  of  but  one  at- 
tempted to  be  given;  that  was,  that  the  mililia 
were  called  on  by  this  bill  to  render  personal  ser- 
vice, and  not  for  pecuniary  aid.  But.  sir,  that 
assertion  is  proved  to  be  fallacious  by  the  bill 
itself.  In  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  it  is  pro- 
vided, that,  '•  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  as 
'  much  as  possible  the  contributions  of  the  re- 
'spective  classes,  in  all   cases  where  any   claims 

•  may  furnish  a  militiaman  by  contract,  it  shall 
'  be  the  duty  of  such  militia  officer  or  officers,  in 

•  laying  off  the  respective  districts  comprehend- 
'  ing  each  class,  to  apportion  the  same,  as  nearly 

•  as  possible,  according  to  the  value  of  property 

•  and  the  number  of  militiamen  subject  to  draught 

•  within  each  company."  Here.  sir.  we  find  a  di- 
rect appeal  to  pecuniary  aid,  anything  which 
has  been  said  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. But  it  is  said  the  alternatives  in  this  second 
seciion  of  the  bill  ameliorate  the  seventies  in  the 
preceding  parts  of  it.  What  are  those  alterna- 
tives ?     The  first  provides.  '■  that  if  any  St«te  or 

•  Territory  shall,  within  three  months  after  the 
'  passing  of  this  act.  furnish  its  quota  of  militia. 

•  or  any  |)art  thereof  required  by  this  act,  or  any 
'  other  troops  in  lieu  thereof,  for  an  equal  or 
'  longer  term  of  service,  the  same  shall  be  re- 
'  ceived  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 
'  substitution  of  the  same  number  of  militia  called 
'for  by  this  act;  and  in  that  case  the  draught 

•  shall  so  far  cease  to  fake  effect."  I  must  con- 
fess, sir,  that  this  alternative  does  not,  in  my  view, 
present  such  beneficial  features,  as  some  gentle- 
men have  imagined  were  contained  in  it.  It  is 
to  be  sure  a  modest  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of 
the  Slates  and  Territories  to  furnish  their  quotas 
of  the  men  to  be  raised,  pretty  much  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  recommendation  under  the  old  articles 
of  Confederation,  when  Congress  had  power  to 
recommend,  but  none  to  execute.  It  gives  the 
States  and  Territories  three  months  to  consider 
of  the  question,  and  consequently  suspends  the 
whole  operation  of  raising  the  men,  otherwise 
than  by  State  or  Territorial  authority,  during  that 
period.  Well,  sir,  let  us  suppose,  which  certainly 
is  at  least  a  very  possible  case,  that  at  the  end  of 
three  monihs  you  find  that  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories have  not  thought  proper  to  furnish  the 
men,  what  then  is  to  Le  done?  Why,  sir,  at  the 
lime  when  your  men  ought  to  be  ready  to  take 
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iljtj  field,  you  will  have  to  commeDce  raising  them 
<t)V  ihe  dilatory  and  very  uncertain  modes  pointed 
%)iJt  by  the  bill.  Your  militia  must  be  then  classed. 
';i|iil  each  class  is  lo  furnish  a  man  by  contract  or 
*l>^9giil ;  here  again  the  bill  appeals  to  the  patriot- 
M^o  of  the  classes,  and  tells  them  if  they  will  each 
:!ar^ish  a  :nan  by  contract,  they  will  be  exempt 
ffom  the  draught.  Well.  sir.  what  if  the  patriol- 
j;fn  of  the  classes  should  not  be  sufficiently  strong 
if  induce  them  to  procure  their  man  by  contract  ? 
'^hi?  only  remedy  which  the  bill  provides  in  that 
iyje  is.  for  ihem  to  resort  to  the  draught.  Sir. 
hfho  is  authoriied  to  make  this  draught?  I  find. 
|iy  nhe  second  and  fourth  sections  of  the  bill,  that 
Jje  classes  are  each  imperatively  called  on  to  fur- 
tj;ish  a  man  for  two  years,  either  by  draught  or 
y^intract.  I  find  no  militia  officer  authorized  to 
f^ake  'he  draught,  nor  any  other  person  except 
4^e  class  itself,  flence.  however  novel  and  sub- 
)>f  rsiive  of  i\l  military  and  militia  principles  of 
J^ocedure  this  provision  may  appear.  I  mustcon- 

aude,  that  !he  classes  alone  are  authorized   lo  I 
ake  the  draught.  i 

^  Will  the  classes  make  the  draught  under  the 
jH)v^l  and  eKtraordinary  provisions  of  this  bill? 
fiioiagine  they  will  not.  sir.     First,  because  no 
teunty  is  offered  fhem  for  procuring  their  men  by 
fl)n;ract ;  and.  secondly,  because  no  penalty  what- 
^f*r  is  required  of  them  for  omitting  to  raise  their 
>iien   by  con  tract,  nor  for  refusing  to  make  the 
{♦aught.     Sir,  I  will  quit  this  part  of  the  subject 
f^r  the  present,  in  order  to  make  some  further  ob- 
|.trTations  on  the  details  of  the  bill ;  but  I  purpose 
ij  touch  upon  it  again  before  I  sit  down. 
\  By  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  every  command- 
Vffg  officer  gf  a  company  of  infantry  is  called  upon 
to.  enter  up  in  his  muster  roll  every  pt-rson  subject 
l«|  militia  (iuly  wuhin  the  beat  or  district  com- 
pfeheridmg  his  company,  whether  of  artillery, 
cavalry,  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  volunteers,  or 
t)jr  whatevt-r  other  denomination   distinguished, 
■^hich  muster  roll  is  to  be  made  on  oath'and  re- 
tjjrned  to  the  commander  of  the  battalion  or  regi- 
T^c-nt   to  which   be  belongs,  and   by  such  com- 
ijander  to  the  bngade  inspector,  and  by  him  to 
Je  adjutant  general  of  the  State  or  Territory; 
i^boreupon.  all  the  militia  of  every  description 
entered  upon  such  muster  roll  shall  m  like  man- 
ner be  subject  to  classification,  for  the  purposes 
Oi  draught  or  contribution  required  by  the  aci. 
■:^ln  the  first  place,  sir.  I  would  inquire  for  what 
fvirpose  the  commjmders  of  companies  of  infantry 
ajk^  called  upon  to  enrol  those  of  other  corps  ?     I 
k|4»w  thai  It  has  been  said,  that  the  other  corps 
ttino:  scattt-red  over  a  more  extensive  terriiory, 
nsJjuld  not  so  expeilitiously  be  called  out  by  their 
ojkrp.  officers,  as  ih^y  would  be  by  the  provisions 
lijillis  bill,  against  which  statement  I  must  most 
pjnemptorily  prote.st.     I  have  been  a  long  time  in 
ttt?  militia,  and  have  had  the  superintendence  of 
i^irvy  draughts  from  it  for  public  service,  and  I 
ufi:  compelled  to  assure  you,  that  the  officers  of 
i^Xf  select  corps,  to   their   honor  be  it  spoken, 
I  fva  always  on  such  occasions  been  active,  per- 
5*^tpng.  and   prompt,  in   procuring   their  men 
3j[d  quite  a;  early  :n  making  their  returns  as  the 
>  ^  •  I 


I  officers  of  the  infantry,  whose  commands  were 
'  much  more  compact.     Besides,  sir,  I  do  conceive 
;  that  you  are  imposing  upon  the  commanders  of 
infantry  companies  a  duty  which   does   not   de- 
I  volve  upon  them  in  virtue  of  their  commissions, 
the  oath   they  have  taken,  or  the  tenure  of  the 
office  they  hold.     And,  sir,  if  they  should  attempt 
I  10  carry  info  effect  the  mandates  of  this  bill,  in 
regard  to  the  members  of  select  corp«!,  I  know  of 
[  no   constitutional,   legal,   or    military    principle 
I  which  would  enable  them  to  do  it.     The  officers 
I  and  men  composing  these  select  corps,  so  far  as  I 
know,  are  honorable  men,  at  all  times  willing  to 
do  their  <iuty.  and  you  must  conceive,  sir.  that 
the  degradation  imposed  upon  them  by  this  bill 
must  be  very  mortifying  to  them. 

That  part  of  the  third  section  which  directs  the 
cornmanders  of  battalions  and  regiments  to  make 
their  returns  of  enrolments   lo   the   brigade  in- 
spector. IS   unmilitary  and   highly  improper.     It 
compels  them  to  make  their  returns  to  an  officer 
below  them  m  rank,  and  that  officer  is  directed  to 
forward  the  returns  to  the  adjutant  general,  pass- 
ing by  the  brigadier  generals  and  the  major  gen- 
erals;  officers  eminently  responsible  for  the  cor- 
rect perform  i  nee  of  duty  by  all  the  officers   and 
soldiers  under   their  command,  and  who   always 
have  in  their  possession  documents  by  which  aor 
attempt  lo  commit  a  fraud  can   be  checked  and 
detected.     By  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  you  have 
no  cherk  upon  fraud  except  the  oaths  of  the  cap- 
tains of  infantry.     You  require  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral, by  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  to  determine 
how  many  men  shall  compose  each   class,  and  to 
apportion  the  classes  and  number  of  men    to    be 
detached  from  the  several  brigades,  regiments,  or 
battalions.     This  is  a   new  duty  assigned    to   the 
adjutant  generals,  and  one  which   I   should    ima- 
gine they  would  not  be  very  fond  of  discharging. 
When   the  adjutant  generals   have  completed 
the  duty   assigned    ihem,    they   are    to    transmit 
copies  of  iheir  doings  to  the  brigadiers,  who  are 
charged  wiih  a  transmittance  of  «uch   copies   to 
the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  battal- 
ions, leaving  no  respousibility  for  the  correct  dis- 
tribution of  the  men  to  be  draughted  on  the  brig- 
adiers, nor  upon  the  commanders  of  regiments  or 
battalions ;  but  the  commanders  of  companies  are 
charged  with  dividing  ihe  men  into  classes,  con- 
formably to  the  number  assigned  to  each  class  by 
the  adjutant  general.     Here  the   militia   part   of 
the  operation   for  raising  your   men   ends.     The 
captains  are  not  charged  with    the   duty  of  even 
inlorming  the  men    how  they  are   classed;   they 
are  not  directed  to  keep  a  record  of  the  clas^^ifica- 
lion,  nor  lo  make  return  of  their  doings   to  any 
superior  officer.     The  classes  are  then  feft  to  per- 
form all  the  remaining  obligations  of  raising  the 
men.  and  that  loo  without  being  le^ily  informed 
of  whom  they  consist.     Sir,  the  third  and  fourth 
sections  of  the  bill  appear  to  me  to  be  not  only 
destitute  of  every  systematic   military  principle, 
but  in  open  hostility  to  every  military  procedure 
heretofore  in  practice,  or  which  ever  can  be  prac- 
tised With  that  degree  of  precision  and  certainly 
which  the  nature  of  this  case  seems  to   require. 
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A  new  path  is  taken  upon  ground  which  I  believe 
was  never  occupied  before,  neither  in  this  or  any 
other  country,  upon  a  similar  occasion.  The  re- 
sponsibility of  your  principal  militia  officers  is 
dispensed  with,  and  the  whole  ground  appears  to 
me  to  be  enveloped  in  doubt  and  uncertainty  ; 
whereas  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  the  crisis 
demands  the  adoption  of  the  most  prompt,  expe- 
ditiou-i,  and  certain  mode  practicable  for  raising 
the  men  and  preparing  them  for  the  field,  and 
this  can  only  be  done  by  pursuing  the  correct 
military  system  heretofore  uniformly  practised 
upon  in  raising  men  by  draught.  Permit  me  to 
stale  it.  sir.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
calls  on  the  Executive  of  a  State  (say  Massachu- 
setts, if  you  please)  for  a  due  proportion  of  the 
men  to  be  raised.  The  Executive  of  the  State 
always  has  before  him,  deposited  in  the  adjutant 
general's  office,  the  number  of  men  contained  in 
each  division  and  brigade  in  the  State;  the  Gov- 
ernor calls  on  the  adjutant  general,  as  one  of  his 
staff,  to  apportion  the  whole  number  of  men  called 
for  among  the  several  division^,  according  to  their 
number;  for  the  correctness  of  the  apportion- 
ment the  Governor  holds  himself  responsible;  and, 
as  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia,  he  issues 
his  general  order,  containing  the  apportionment 
among  all  the  divisions,  directing  ihe  major  gen- 
erals, or  commanders  of  divisions,  lo  cause  the 
men  assigned  to  their  respective  divisions  to  be 
raised  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  law  un- 
der which  they  are  to  be  raised.  The  major 
general  apportions  the  men  assigned  to  his  di- 
vision among  the  brigades  composing  the  division, 
according  to  their  numbers,  and  adds  his  division 
orders,  directing  the  brigadiers  to  cause  the  men 
assigned  to  their  respective  brigades  to  be  raised 
in  like  manner.  Each  brigadier  apportions  the 
men  to  be  raised  in  his  brigade  among  the  regi- 
ments and  battalions  composing  the  brigade,  ac- 
cording lo  their  numbers,  and  adds  his  brigade 
orders,  directing  the  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments and  battalions  to  cause  the  men  assis:ned 
to  their  respective  regiments  or  battalions  to  bo 
raised  in  like  manner.  Each  commanding  officer 
of  a  regiment  or  battalion  apportions  the  men 
assigned  to  his  regiment  or  battalion  among  the 
companies  composing  such  regiment  or  battalion, 
according  lo  their  numbers,  and  adds  his  regi- 
mental or  battalion  orders,  directing  the  captains 
or  commanding  officers  of  companies  composing 
his  regiment  or  battalion  to  raise  the  men  as- 
signed to  ihem,  respectively,  in  like  manner,  and 
to  make  return  to  him  of  their  doing  therein 
within  a  given  lime,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  men  so  raised.  All  the  orders  and  apportion- 
ments, from  the  Governor  down,  are  transmitted 
to  the  commanders  of  companies,  and  by  them 
read  to  their  respective  companies,  and  recorded 
in  the  orderly  book  of  the  company,  which  is  al- 
ways open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  who 
may  think  himself  aggrieved  by  the  doings  of 
any  superior  officer,  and  for  correcting  any  other 
error  which  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  course  of  any  official  transaction  of 
any  officer  of  the  line.  The  officers  lo  command 
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in  the  detachment  are  detailed  from  the  division 
brigade,  and  regimental  and  battalion  rosters,  ac- 
cording to  their  rank  and  standing  on   the  roster 
for   duty,  and   are  all   included    in    the   general 
return. 

All  these  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  several 
grades  of  officers  which  I  have  named,  up  to  the 
Governor.  The  major  generals,  brigadiers,  and 
commanders  of  regiments  and  battalions  have 
their  respective  staff  officers  attached  to  them, 
whose  duly  it  is  to  assist  in  apportioning  the  men. 
in  copying  and  distributing  the  orders,  in  digest- 
ing, arranging,  ani!  transmitting  returns,  and  of 
keeping  a  fair  record  of  all  orders,  returns,  and  of 
all  other  official  proceedings  of  the  commanders 
of  the  said  corps  in  iheir  said  capacities;  but  the 
commanding  officers  of  corps  are  responsible  for 
the  accuracy  of  the  apportionment,  the  correct- 
ness of  the  returns,  and  all  other  official  transac- 
tions done  and  performed  by  them.  1  should  not 
have  troubled  the  Senate  with  these  details,  had 
I  not  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
the  arrangement  for  raising  the  men  pointed  out 
by  the  bill  is  wtiolly  impracticable,  and  that  a 
better  course  might  and  ought  to  be  pursued. 
The  mode  of  procedure  which  I  have  named,  I 
conceive  to  be  founded  in  strict  military  princi- 
ples. It  engages  the  assistance  and  retains  the 
responsibility  which  by  law  is  justly  imposed 
upon  every  officer  of  the  militia,  from  the  Gov- 
ernor to  the  commander  of  a  company.  It  secures 
to  you  ample  means  for  correcting  any  error,  and 
for  delecting  any  fraud  which  may  take  place  in 
the  apportionment,  raising  the  men,  or  in  the  re- 
turns. It  affords  means  by  which  the  Govern- 
ment can  at  all  times  ascertain  the  exact  number 
of  men  which  they  have  engaged  for  the  public 
service,  easy  and  generally  well  understood. 

Sir,  in  regard  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill,  I 
will  only  say,  that  the  organization  of  the  men 
delached  into  divisions,  brigades,  regiments:  and 
companies,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  prop- 
erly vested  in  the  Governors  of  the  Stales  and 
Territories,  than  in  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  Governors  must  know  better  than 
the  President  can  know,  the  local  situation  of  the 
officers  detailed  and  men  detached,  a*nd  conse- 
quently are  better  qualified  lo  organize  them  to 
their  satisfaction,  and  m  a  manner  the  most  u.se- 
ful  to  the  public  service. 

The  sixth  section  very  properly  provides  for  in- 
flicting a  penalty  on  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  a  proper  officer  for 
carrying  into  effect  any  provision  of  the  bill ;  but 
this  provision  must  be  considered  as  applying  lo 
those  officers  and  soldiers  only,  who  have  been 
detailed  or  delached,  if  it  be  true,  thai  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  have  no  power  to  in- 
flict punishment  on  the  militia  until  they  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
therefore  eaiinol  attach  to  any  of  the  officers  or 
soldiers  of  the  militia  who  may  not  have  been 
detached  or  detailed. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  bill  provides,  thai 
the  militia  to  be  raised  under  this  bill  shall  not 
be  compelled   to  serve  beyond   the  limits  of  ttie 
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c^abe  or  Terriiory^  who  furnish  them,  and  ihe 
E^iis  of  an  adjoining  State  or  Territory,  with 
tlie  exception  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Pennsyl- 
>aftnia,and  Virginia.  Sir.  I  have  always  imagined 
t|at  the  United  States  composed  one  great  family 
t^r  (he  purposes  of  national  defence;  that  if  an 
fjeoiy  should  invade  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
J^e  Forces  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  were  ne- 
Ai'ssary  to  repel  such  invasion,  that  we  were 
|J)und  to  afford  our  aid,  and  so  rice  versa;  but. 
}Jt,  if  the  S<»nate  are  tenacious  of  retaining  the 
j|iociples  of  this  section,  I  must  submit  to  their 
(t|;ctsion.       I 

i^The  eigh;h  section  of  the  bill  I  consider  to  be 
ricessary  and  proper. 

4lii  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill  it  is  provided, 
(fa:  any  il^ree  classes  which  will  furnish  two 
lijen  for  the  war,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  mili- 
\^duty  re^nired  hy  the  bill.  Here  I  must  be  per- 
Ajrtted.  sir.  to  ask  gentlemen  if  this  provision  does 
i»jt  come  in  direct  contact  with  your  recruiting 
jjfrvice  for  tne  war?  Your  men  which  you  may 
^Iculate  on  recrniting  for  the  war  are  shrewd, 
<\lculating  men, and  the  moment  this  bill  shall  be 
rjjblished  they  will  have  an  eye  to  the  bounty 
^bich  they  may  acquire  from  the  classes,  in  ad- 
«Llion  to  that  given  hy  the^ublic  ;  and,  sir,  will 
>.ot  this  retard,  if  uot  entirefy  suspend  the  recruit- 
{|)g  service  for  the  war,  until  it  shall  be  ascer- 
tained what  bounty  can  be  obtained  from  the 
^.isses?  1  apprehend  that  it  will,  sir;  and  if 
yiat  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  supension 
S/ill  be  attended  with  very  inconvenient,  if  not 
fdial  const(juences.  The  bill  allows  the  States 
jjr  TerritoTiies  three  months  to  furnish  the  men  in 
fheir  own  way  ;  if  not  so  furnished  within  fiat  pe- 
Ijiod.  It  conrlciniilates  that,  if  the  classificaliun  takes 
'^lace,  the  classes  are  allowed  twenty  days  to  pro- 
fcure  the  iiian  by  contract  before  the  draught  can 
jfta^Je  plac^  j  then,  sir,  allowing  that  the  men  are 
}fi  be  classed  immediately  upon  the  transmission 
^f  the  bill  to  the  States  and  Territorie.'*,  (which  I 
|an  by  no  ineans  conceive  will  be  the  case,)  the 
j{eH;ruiting  service  for  the  war  and  the  operations 
iff  this  bill  are  postponed  for  at  least  one  hundred 
^ni  ten  d^ys  before  you  commence  the  operation 
hf  iaw  for  billing  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army,  or 
for  (he  detaj.-hment  from  the  militia  provided  for 
^y  the  bill,  which  will  carry  you  far  into  April, 
^hen  in  fact  the  situation  of  the  country  requires 
.That  the  regular  army  should  be  filled,  and  the 
failitia  contemplated  by  this  act  organized  and 
jeady  to  tal<e  the  field,  before  the  commencement 
If  the  operjition  of  the  one  or  the  other  system. 
S^ut,  sir.  if  iall  the  effects  contemplated  by  the 
Jnends  to  tjiis  bill,  in  regard  to  filling  the  ranks 
vf  the  regt^lar  army,  should  he  realized,  what 
avcAild  be  thfe  consequence  ?  Why.  sir.  instead  of 
|he  force  qf  142.000  men.  coniemf.Iatod  by  the 
".^ommitiee  4s  the  necessary  force  with  which  you 
©ught  to  opl«n  the  next  campaign,  you  have  109,- 

!00  only  ;  for,  sir,  taking  it  fur  granted,  that  we 
are  now  only  40,000  regular  troops  in  the  field. 
2,000  is  wanting  lo  fill  up  ih;it  e3tahli.-,hmei)t ; 
pOQsequentfey,  il  22,i>00  men  should  be  procured  by 
{he  classes  pointed  out  in  this  bill,  33,000  classes 


would  be  exempt  from  the  services  required  by 
this  bill,  which  would  reduce  the  whole  number 
of  men  to  be  brought  into  the  field,  as  I  have 
stated,  to  109,000.  The  tenth  .section  provides 
for  the  supposition  contained  in  it,  that  more  thaa 
men  enough  to  fill  the  regular  army  may  be 
raised  for  the  war  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 
That  I  imagine,  sir.  is  a  supposition  which  it  is 
scarely  necessary  lo  provide  ior ;  but  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  should  the  idea  be  realized,  it  is 
calculated  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  contem- 
plated for  ttie  field  the  next  campaign,  to  the 
amount  of  one-third  of  the  whole  number  con- 
tained in  the  surplus  so  raised,  and  consequently, 
instead  of  yourhaving  109,000 men — which  I  must 
agree,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  is  an  adequate  number — no  man 
can  divine  how  far  below  that  number  your  force 
is  to  be  reduced,  by  the  very  uncertain  operation 
of  this  bill.  Sir,  while  I  am  upon  this  part  of  the 
subjvct.  permit  me  again  to  revert  to  the  third  sec- 
lion  of  the  bill,  which  is,  in  a  considerable  degree, 
connected  with  it.  That  section,  in  violation  of 
the  princi[)les  of  the  law  of  1795,  which  I  have 
quoted  and  which  is  now  in  force,  and  been  uni- 
formly practised  upon  from  the  passage  of  the  law 
to  this  time,  subjects  all  the  militiamen  who  have 
rendered  service  in  the  present  war.  be  it  ever  so 
eminent,  lo  the  same  chance  of  the  draught,  as  it 
does  those  who  have  never  rendered  any  service, 
totally  subverting  the  i)recious  principle  of  that 
law  which  provides  for  a  general  rotaiion  of  ser- 
vice: and.  sir,  this  vital  error  in  the  bill  seems  to 
be  acknowledged  by  the  same  section,  inasmuch 
as  it  goes  on  to  provide  that  all  former  services 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  term  of  service  for 
which  tlicy  may  be  drauuhted  under  this  bill. 
Well, sir,  what  becomes  of  the  permanency  of  the 
troops  to  be  raised  under  the  bill  ?  Wliy,  sir,  it 
vanishes  like  a  vapor,  and  leaves  no  real  substance 
behind.  Tlie  miliiiamen  which  are  made  subject 
to  this  draught,  and  which  have  rendered  services, 
are  many  ;  probably  some  of  (hem  may  have 
served  for  two  years,  and  some  for  eishteen 
months.  And  1  know,  sir,  that  many  of  them 
have  served  for  one  year,  some  for  nine,  six,  and 
tnree  monlhs.  Then  you  go  on  to  make  your 
organization  upon  the  principles  of  the  bill,  your 
oflScers  are  all  detailed  to  command  the  detach- 
ment, according  to  the  principles  of  the  organiza- 
tion. Il  may  appear  that  some  of  the  men  de- 
tached have  already  served  for  two  years;  they 
must  immediately  be  discharged,  some  must  no 
doubt  be  discharged  in  six  months,  and  1  know 
lh.1t  many  must  be  discharged  at  the  end  of  one 
year,  at  ilie  end  of  eighteen  monlhs,  and  at  the 
end  of  twenty-one  month*.  Thus,  sir,  the  per- 
m.inency  of  your  establishment  will  be  gradually 
reduceil  as  it  relates  lo  the  mvu  ;  but  no  |)ruvi'iion 
!•<  made  for  reducing  the  oflicers  in  the  >ame  pro- 
portion. No.  sir.  they  are  (o  remain  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  consequently  in  the  pay  of  the  nation, 
until  the  end  ol  (he  term  for  wliich  they  were 
detailed,  unless  llie  President  ol  the  United  Stales 
should  undertake  to  discharge  ihem.  without  im- 
puling  to  them  any  fault  wiihin  their  power  to 
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control,  which  I  should  not  imagine  would  be 
likely  to  take  place.  This  is  the  pretended  sys- 
tem of  permanency  in  your  Military  Establish- 
ment, reduced  by  the  bill  itself  lo  insignificance 
and  uncertainty.  Besides,  .sir.  it  is  provided  thai 
the  officer  making  the  draught  shall  make  report 
to  the  Department  of  War  of  all  persons  drau"ht- 
ed  by  him,  who  have  performed  a  tour  of  duly 
specified  in  the  act.  But  who  is  the  officer  who 
is  to  make  this  return  to  the  Secreiary  of  War  ? 
I  find  no  oflicer  designated  to  make  the  draught  ; 
consequently  none  can  be  authorized  lo  make  re- 
turn to  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  musi  therefore 
be  left  with  the  classes  to  do  it,  in  which  case  a 
correspondence  of  eighty  thousand  may  be  opeaed. 
and  in  all  probability  of  not  less  than  twenty 
thousand  will  be  opened  between  the  clas.>es  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  upon  this  particular  sub- 
ject, when  according  to  the  mode  of  raising  the 
men  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  name,  should 
it  be  adopted,  each  captain  would  be  under  obli- 
gation to  make  this  statement  in  his  return, 
through  the  proper  channel,  lo  the  Governors. 
The  Governors  might  direct  theadjulant  generals 
to  make  out  an  abstract  of  these  returns  from  the 
captains,  and  transmit  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
which  would  open  with  him  a  little  over  twenty 
correspondents,  instead  of  at  least  twenty  thou- 
sand. And  for  my  own  part,  sir,  I  cannot  see 
why  the  Governors  of  the  States  and  Territories 
should  not  be  vested  with  the  authority  of  deci- 
ding this  question,  without  troubling  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  with  it,  upon  their  being  responsible 
for  the  return  being  made  u{  their  doings  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  for  ihe  information  of  the 
General   Government. 

Sir.  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  point  out  to 
the  Senate  my  own  ideas  of  what  I  conceive  to 
be  errors,  both  in  principle  and  detail,  contained 
in  the  bill.  If  it  should  pass  the  Senate  in  its 
present  form,  I  shall  very  much  regret  it. 

I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  give  my  vole 
against  any  measure  calculated  lo  promote  the 
object  of  general  defence  ;  but.  sir.  1  do  not  con- 
ceive thai  this  bill  is  calculated  to  further  that 
object  m  the  most  desirable  and  practicable 
manner. 

I  do  consider,  sir,  that  the  bill  commences  with 
unusual  and  arbitrary  principles,  never  before  at- 
tempted to  be  imposed  on  the  militia  of  this  coun- 
try since  its  first  settlement  by  civilized  man. 

II  appears  to  me,  sir,  as  I  have  endeavored  to 
show,  that  It  contains  principlesof  the  most  deadly 
hostility  to  the  correct  military  principles,  now 
in  practice  in  the  militia,  for  raising  men  for  pub- 
lic service.  It  dispenses  witfi  the  responsibility 
of  the  principal  militia  officers  in  raising  men.  and 
thereby  leaves  the  Government  at  all  times  in  a 
state  of  entire  uncertainly  relative  lo  the  number 
engagf-d  for  the  service.  It  i>  an  extremely  impol- 
itic measure,  inasmuch  as  it  lakes  new  and  unex- 
plored ground  for  its  basis,  which  may.  and  I 
presume  will,  be  disgusting  lo  the  people,  at  a 
time,  too,  when  their  must  cordial  co-operation 
with  the  Government  is  enainenily  neces'^ary.  to 
enable  you  to  effect  the  great  object  which  you 


have  ID  view.  In  its  most  prominent  features,  I 
conceive  that  every  discerning  eye,  not  a  member 
of  this  Senate,  will,  at  first  view,  perceive  the 
most  manifest  injustice  exhibited  to  individual? 
of  the  militia— they  are  indiscriminately  to  be 
subjected  lo  the  draught  for  two  years,  whatever 
may  be  their  situation  or  circumstances  in  life. 
Those  who  have  heretofore  rendered  services 
have  the  miserable  consolation  only,  of  being  told 
that  their  former  term  of  service  shall  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  two  years,  while  the  honorable  prin- 
ciple of  rotation,  now  existing  by  law,  is  totally 
disregarded.  And  inasmuch  as  the  militia,  not 
possessing  more  than  one-third  of  the  property  of 
the  nation,  are  called  on  to  furnish  all  the  pecu- 
niary means  of  procuring  the  men,  if  procured 
by  contract  ;  and  all  others,  possessing  two-thirds 
of  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  not  subject  to 
be  called  on  to  render  personal  service,  are  entirely 
exonerated  from  the  burdens  of  this  draught. 

And,  sir.  notwithstanding  the  high,  "unusual 
ground  which  it  assumes  to  lake,  I  must  confess 
that  in  my  opinion  it  has  sown  in  it  the  seeds  of 
its  own  destruction,  which  are  so  deep  rooted, 
that  I  imagine  they  cannot  fail  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject. It  dispenses  with  all  the  responsibility  of 
your  principal  militia  officers,  as  has  been  before 
observed  ;  it  inflicts  no  penalty  on  the  classes  for 
omitting  lo  raise  men  for  the  war.  for  omitting 
to  raise  men  by  contract,  nor  for  omitting  to  raise 
them  by  draught ;  and  as  no  officer  or  other  per- 
son IS  authorized  to  make  the  draught,  besides  the 
classes.  I  consider  the  whole  system  as  resolving 
into  a  recommendation,  upon  the  patriotism  of  the 
Stales  and  Territories,  and  upon  the  patriotism 
of  the  classes,  which  lam  apprehensive  must  fail 
of  furnishing  you  eighty  thousand  men.  The 
system,  therefore,  appears  to  me  to  be  inefficient, 
and  totally  incompetent  to  effect  the  object  which 
I  am  sure  ihe  Senate  have  in  view.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, from  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this 
subject,  I  think  the  Senate  must  perceive  that  it 
is  impracticable  for  me  to  vote  in  favor  of  it  in 
its  present  shape.  Unless  it  shall  undergo  a  rad- 
ical change  in  its  principles  and  details,  I  must 
vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Daggett,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  By  this  bill,  the  President  is 
authorized  to  call  upon  the  several  Stales  and 
Territories  for  their  respective  quotas  of  80,430 
militia,  to  serve  for  two  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. They  are  to  constitute  part  of  ihe  reg- 
ular Array  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  be  treated 
in  every  respect  as  such,  with  the  exception  that 
they  cannot  be  compelled  to  serve  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Stale  or  Territory  furnishing  them, 
and  the  limits  of  an  adjoining  Slate  or  Territory, 
and  that  the  officers  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
State  or  Territorial  authorities.  The  object  of 
this  force  is  declared  to  be  '"the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States."  [The  words  at 
the  end  of  the  title,  "against  invasion,"  were 
inserted  after  the  bill  had  passed.] 

The  principle  is  assumed,  that  Congress  may, 
by  law.  order  the  militia  of  the  several  States 
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idtQ  the  jeryice  of  the  UniteJ  States,  to  defeDd 
ijiefr  fronlitfrs  and  garrison  their  fortresses  for 
VjWO  years,  or  for  any  other  definite  period,  or  dur- 
ihgjthe  wa/.^  provided  the  country  is  invaded,  or 
jjiiranoinetn  danger  of  invasion.     This  countrv, 

^W)l„  «»^»,,»,l   ;„  ...».  ..rifU  ^^..  „-.; u:-u ' 


y^lle  engaged  in  war  with  any  nation  which  can 

4end  eiihet  fleets  or  armies  against  it,  will  always 

(e  in  such  c:ondition.  and  consequently  the  raili- 

a  are  subjebt  to  the  control  of  Congress.     There 

no  limit,  ..ay  the  advocates  of  this  law,  to  the 

vrer  of  Congress  over  the  railiiia,  in  time  of 

ar,  except  that  they  must  be  oflBcered  by  the 

tales.     A  conscription  is  thus   justified.     It  is 

enly  avowed  by  the  same  gentlemen  as  proper. 

s',  and    legal.     I  think   these  conclusions  are 

ir^y  deduced  from  the  premises.     If  the  power 

i  this  Government  over  the  militia  is  in  time  of 

ar  unlimited,  it  does  indeed  follow,  that  the  free- 

|)en  of  thiii  country,  who  are  subject  to  the  duties 

fif  militiacien,  may  be  converted  into  soldiers  of 

yie  Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  war,  or 

(JK  any  detinite  period.     The  exception  that  they 

^all  not  'ue  obliged  to  go  from  the  State,  or  an 

^'djoioin?  State,  is  a  matter  of  form,  and  not  of 

•^ight.     They  may  be  ordered  to  Canada,  or  to 

yinw  more  rejnote  region.     But,  sir.  this  whole  doc- 

fribe  is  un"?onstitutional;    it  is  an  outrage,  upon 

.is  face  and;its  principles  and  provisions,  upon  the 

;jjndoubted  rights  of  freemen,  and  upon  the  char- 

■^r  of  our  liberties. 

",»  That  the  powers  of  this  Government  are  lim- 
.^ted — that  those  not  granted  are  reserved — are 
"vosiiions  sanctioned  by  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  universally  admitted.  The  entire 
JiOHtrol  over  the  militia,  previous  to  the  adoption 
.  ^f  the  Conitiluiion,  was  in  the  States.  All  that 
;  ;f.9utrol,  except  what  has  been  delegated  to  the 
ijoited  Slates,  r«'mains.  There  is  no  article  in 
ilVe  Cons<itution  delegating  a  general  power, 
fevery  word  employed  on  the  subject  shows  that 
|tj  IS  limileci.  '•  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
il  vide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  l^e  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions."  VVliy  give  power  to  call 
ronh  the  r/iiliiia  in  those  exigencies,  if  the  en- 
jire  authority  over  them  was  elsewhere  given  ? 
rrhe  absurdity  is  too  apparent  to  admit  o?  argu- 
Ant-nt  or  iUusiration.  Again:  ''Congress  shall 
}  have  power  to  provide  for  organizing,  armin?, 
,>  and  disciplining,  the  militia,  and  for  gotemiiig 
?^  such  part:of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
y  service  of  the  United  Stales,  reserving  to  the 
2  Stales,  re^ipectively,  tlie  appointment  of'ihe  offi- 
I  cers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia. 
J  accordiog  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Con- 
J  gress."  Ih  other  language,  it  may  provide  for 
irianging  shem  into  companies,  baualio:)s.  regi- 
lenis,  brigades,  and  divi>ions.  It  may  provide 
thnt  iheysirall  be  armed,  and  the  manner'iii  which 
ll  shall  be  dxjne— prescribe  ihe  discipline  to  be  pur- 
jiued.and  njake  laws  for  governing  them  while  in 
kh;*t  service  of  the  United  Slates,  lo  which  they 
^night  be  c5alled  forth,  in  the  cases  before  speci- 
fied All  t^iis  Congress  may  do,  lo  establish  tiiat 
Jaiforiiiity  and  order  whicli  are  so  essential  to  a 
"*"  '       '       '  This  is  the  obvious  and, 


■•<^ll  regu'aied  militia. 
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just  meaningof  the  clause.     Again:  "The  Pres- 

•  ident  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
'  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  mili- 

•  tia  of  the  several  States,  when  called  into  the 

•  actual  service  of  the  United  States."  In  these 
articles  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  and  the 
President  are  everywhere  limited, and  everywhere 
the  power  of  the  States  is  apparent.  The  mili- 
tia cannot  be  called  forth  as  a  regular  army  at  all 
— they  may  be  called  as  a  militia.  They  cannot 
be  trained  or  officered,  in  any  case,  except  under 
the  authority  of  the  States,  nor  commanded  even 
by  the  President,  except  when  called  forth  In  the 
exigencies  specified.  Who  can  discover  in  these 
prowsions  a  pretence  for  asserting  that  the  mili- 
tia are  constitutionally  subjected  to  the  general 
control  of  Congress? 

But,  sir.  10  prove  the  constitutionality  of  this 
bill,  its  friends  rely  on  ihose  clauses  which  give 
to  Congress  the  right  "to  raise  and  support 
armies"  and  "  lo  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mi- 
litia in  the  ca?es  mentioned."  These  are  distinct 
and  independent  powers  and  are  always  so  con- 
sidered. If  the  first  gave  to  Congress  any  au- 
thority over  the  militia  as  such,  it  gave  a  gene- 
ral authority,  and  if  so.  the  subsequent  provisions 
regarding  them,  are  worse  than  useless — they 
lend  only  to  perplex  and  bewilder.  The  truth 
is,  this  clause  has  no  reference  to  the  militia  any 
more  than  to  physicians,  lawyers,  or  merchants. 
It  authorizes  Congress  to  rai^e  and  support  ar- 
mies, in  a  manner  and  by  means  consistent  with 
the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty,  known  lo  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  adopted  and  deemed 
sacred  in  all  free  Governments.  But  it  is  utterly 
inconsistent  with  those  principles  to  compel  any 
man  to  become  a  soldier  for  life,  during  a  war, 
or  for  any  fixed  time.  In  Great  Britain,  a  war- 
like nation,  a  nation  often  ihe  theme  of  reproach 
here  for  the  tyranny  of  the  Government,  no  such 
practice  is,  or  can  be.  resorted  to;  the  people 
would  revolt  at  it;  ihey  would  shake  a  throne 
which  should  attempt  it.  It  is  alike  odious  here,' 
and  I  hope  it  will  remain  so. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  nation  is  invaded  ; 
a  case  of  invasion — a  specified  case  exists,  and, 
by  the  second  mentioned  power,  the  militia  may 
be  called  forth.  It  is  true  the  militia  may  be 
called  forth  lo  "  repel  invasioni."  It  cannot  es- 
cape observation,  that  the  words  employed  by  the 
Constitution.  "  to  repel  invasions,"  seem  quite  un- 
like the  words  in  this  bill,  "for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers,"  still  less  are  they  descriptive  of 
the  object  for  which  the  gentlemen  are  obliged 
tocontend  the  militia  may  be  called  forth.  They 
declare  that  so  long  as  there  is  invasion  or  im- 
minent danger  of  invasion,  and  this  will  be  our 
condition  during  the  existence  of  the  war.  ihe 
militia  may  be  converted  into  an  army  for  the 
defence  of  tlie  country,  and  support  the  war. 
Why  did  not  the  great,  wise,  and  good  men,  as 
they  are  justly  characterized  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Giles  )  use  language  ex- 
pressive of  such  an  idea  7  Why  did  they  not  say, 
iliat  in  time  of  war,  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
provide  for  cailing  forth  the  militia  lo  support  il  ? 
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Again,  sir,  the  militia  may  be  called  forth  to 
repel  invasions,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
and  10  suppress  insurrections.  These  occasions 
are,  with  good  reasons,  joined.  In  their  nature, 
upon  the  soundest  and  fairest  definitions,  they  are 
emergencies,  sudden  and  unexpected,  and  there- 
fore incapable  of  being  met  by  a  regular  army. 
The  wisdom  of  the  Convention  dictated  provision 
in  case  of  such  occurrences.  To  make  such  pro- 
vision by  a  standing  army,  always  to  be  dreaded, 
and  the  .subject  of  unceasing  reprobation  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  would  have  been 
unwise  and  impracticable.  These  were  ihe 
views  of  the  venerable  men  who  formed  and 
adopted  the  Constitution.  It  never  entered  their 
raiuds,  that  in  providing  to  repel  invasions  and 
suppress  insurrections,  and  to  execute  the  laws, 
they  were  furnishing  the  nation  with  the  means 
of  sustaining  a  war,  especially  an  offensive  war. 
Id  this  light  was  the  subject  considered  in  the 
Slate  conventions,  and  had  the  doctrines  here 
advanced  been  deemed  the  legitimate  interpreta- 
tions of  that  Constitution,  it  would  have  been 
rejected  by  every  State  in  ihe  Union. 

Again,  sir,  did  the  Convention  intend  to  give  to 
Congress  the  power  of  converting  the  miliiia  into 
an  arnly,  and  yet  reserve  to  the  States  the  power 
of  appointing  the  officers?  It  is  unquestionable 
that  neither  the  President  nor  Congress  can  grant 
a  commission.  You  have  then  an  army  without 
the  power  of  giving  lo  it  officers,  an  army  which 
may  be  kept  together,  or  disbanded  for  the  defect 
of  officers,  at  the  pleasure  of  eighteen  sovereign 
Stales.  With  such  an  army,  you  might  repel 
an  invasion,  or  suppress  insurrections,  or  cause 
the  laws  to  be  executed,  but  you  cannot  carry  on 
a  war. 

This  bill  is  not  only  unconstitutional,  but*it  is 
unequal,  unjust,  and  oppressive.  By  the  second 
section,  the  militia  are  to  be  divided  into  classes, 
and  each  class  is  compelled  to  furnish  a  man.  one 
of  their  number,  or  a  substitute,  to  serve  as  a  sol- 
dier for  two  years.  It  afll"ects  no  citizen  who  is 
over  forty-five  years  of  age — no  eiempt/rom  mil- 
itary duty,  no  commissioned  officer,  except  such 
as  the  Stale  shall  select  to  command,  and  those 
il  obliges  to  serve,  in  all  events  ;  ii  includes  ap- 
prentices, poor  men,  and  those  of  every  occupa- 
tion, be'ween  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of 
age.  To  illustrate  these  ideas,  I  will  ask  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  its  operation  upon  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  The  quota  of  ihat  Stale 
is  about  three  thousand  and  ten.  Its  militia  con- 
sists ol  about  twenty  thousand  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  ;  there  are  not  less  than  forty- 
eight  thousand  males  above  eighteen,  and  under 
forty-five;  add  to  these  the  males  over  forty-five, 
and  it  will  be  seen  what  proportion  of  the  male 
population  over  eighteen  is  subjected  to  this 
draught.  Of  the  property,  I  believe,  five-sixths. 
or  more,  is  possessed  by  the  exempts.  In  these 
twenty  thousand  militia  are  to  be  found  appren- 
tices, day  laborers,  mechanics,  and  farmers.  Of 
these,  one  in  seven  is,  by  this  bill,  forced  into  the 
array  for  two  years,  or  the  seven  are  compelled 
to  procure  a  substitute.     The  soldier  is  allowed 


no  bounty,  either  in  land  or  money.  He  is  to  re- 
ceive his  clothing,  subsistence,  and  eight  dollars 
per  month  ;  not  more  than  half  the  sum  to  be  ob- 
tained by  laboring  peacefully  in  the  ordinary 
occupations  at  home.  It  will  be  readily  seen, 
that  while  the  United  State  give  a  bounty  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  as  is 
established  in  the  bill  which  has  just  passed  the 
Senate,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars 
in  money,  no  substitute  can  be  obtained  for  less 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  dol- 
lars. Seven  of  the  militia,  in  this  view  of  the 
subject,  are  compelled  to  pay  from  thirty  to  forty 
dollars  each,  or  one  of  their  number  is  to  become 
a  soldier  for  two  years,  while  the  wealthy  ex- 
empt is  no  otherwise  aflfected  than  he  is  obliged, 
with  them,  to  bear  his  proportion  of  public  taxes  • 
and  thus  on  twenty  thousand,  of  the  least  affluent 
part  of  the  community,  a  burden  is  imposed  of 
about  $75,000.  The  officer,  also,  who  is  appoint- 
ed by  the  authority  of  the  State,  and  detailed  to 
this  service,  is  not  at  liberty  to  procure  a  substi- 
tute; he  must  become  an  inmate  of  a  camp  for 
two  years.  Thus  the  apprentice  may  be  forced 
away  from  his  work-shop,  for  a  period  which 
will  affect  his  whole  future  life,  the  poor  man 
must  leave  his  family  helpless,  the  young  farmer 
or  mechanic  relinquish  bis  business,  to  be  ne- 
glected or  ruined,  or  pay  an  enormous  tax,  and 
the  officer,  be  his  condition  what  it  may,  is  to 
spend  two  years  in  an  army,  subject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war.  Is  this  equality?  Is  this 
justice?  Is  it  not  oppression  and  tyranny  of  no 
ordinary  character  ?  If  any  position  be  so  true 
as  to  admit  of  no  doubt,  it  is,  that,  in  support  of 
burdens  created  by  war.  the  people  should  be 
taxed  according  to  their  property.  This  bill  is  a 
palpable  departure  from  that  rule  of  political 
justice. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  our  country  is  in  great 
peril;  men  must  be  had,  the  Array  raust  be  filled. 
What  then?  Are  these  reasons  for  resorting  to 
unconstitutional  and  oppressive  measures  ?  The 
plea  of  necessity  is  too  old,  too  well  characterized, 
too  well  understood  to  be  admitted.  This  people 
have  seen  times  of  imminent  danger.  In  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  where  destruction  assailed 
us  on  all  sides,  when  did  we,  for  a  moment,  ad- 
mit these  doctrines  !  The  people  were,  in  some 
Slates,  classed  and  draughted,  but  for  only  short 
periods,  and  upon  principles  totally  dissimilar  to 
those  contained  in  this  bill.  Every  man  was 
included  and  obliged  to  contribute.  In  Great 
Britain,  whence  we  derive  many  of  our  maxims, 
usages,  and  laws,  and  whence  too  we  have  derived 
the  law  for  calling  forth  the  militia  in  the  cases 
specified,  every  poor  man  with  one  child  or  more, 
all  apprentices,  and  many  others,  are  exempted 
from  liability  to  be  called  out  to  repel  invasions. 
Are  we  less  attentive  to  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  people,  than  the  nation  towards  which  so 
much  invective  is  constantly  uttered  ? 

The  bill  is  incapable  of  being  executed,  as  well 
as  unconstitutional  and  unjust.  It  proceeds  en- 
tirely upon  the  idea  that  the  State  governraents 
will  lend  their  aid  to  carry  it  into  efftci.     U  they 
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Infuse,  ii  becomes  inoperative.     Now,  sir.   will 

;ihe  Executives  who  believe  ji  a  violation  of  the 
VoDstituiiwn,  assist  in  its  execution?  I  tell  vou 
they  will  ni)t.  No  one  denies  that  the  State  gov- 
ernments h|ave  some  power  over  their  militia; 
^11  admit  tbat  they  have,  at  least,  a  power  con- 
current with  thai  of  the  United  States.  It  is  so 
idmiited  tn.  ibris  debate  ;  the  limits,  however,  it  is 
^aid,  are  not,  and  cannot  be  denied.  Of  one  thing 
you  may  bu  certain,  that  the  captain  general  and 
^^ommandt'p-in-chief  of  the  military  force  of  a 
.'Jvjinte,  will  |iot  readily  yield  the  whole  or  any  por- 
|ipQ  of  that' force  to  the  United  States,  to  become 
*  part  of  a  regular  army,  and  thus  consent  to  an- 
nihilate the  power  of  the  State  over  its  militia. 

.  €or  such  a  claim  you  must  show  him  a  warrant 
im  the  Constitution.  If  you  differ  with  him  as  to 
vhe  inlerprttation  of  that  instrument,  he  is  at  lib- 
;^rty  to  construe  it  for  hirastlf;  yours  is  a  limited 
vitiihority  oyer  the  subject,  the  general  authority 

.*s  in  the  Si^ite.  He  is  bound  to  maintain  its  law- 
ful rights  aid  privileges.  He  would  be  unworthy 
pfhis  statjQD  if  he  surrendered  them.  It  would 
yt  a  flagrant  violation  of  duty  to  execute  an  order 
Jirhich  he  deemed  repugnant  to  the  Constitution. 
J    We  are  itold,  however,  by  the  honorable  gen- 

-lleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  that  this  bill 

^vill  be  popjlar.     Let  me  assure  that  gentleman 

^B  is  mislrtlien  ;  in  New  England  it  will  be  viewed 

t?iih  extreme  horror.     An  opinion  there  prevails, 

p  <;ngravpu  on  every  heart,  it  will  live,  you  can- 

■  fiot  destroy  it.  tliat  no  freeman  is  to  be  made  a 

-  loldier  in  your  army  by  compulsion.  It  is  abhor- 
'  |«Ut  to  all  '.he  enlightened  and  independent  peo- 
'ile,  of  alT  parties  and  sects.  They  too  well 
■  enow  and  coo  highly  appreciate  the  privileges  of 
;  reemen  tojapprove  a  conscription,  however  dis- 
guised. 

J  Once  more:  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
4iave  pecuUar  reasons  for  withholding  their  assent 
'•lO  laws,  fut  calling  out  their  militia.     Those  al- 

,  Tfidy  draughted  into  your  service,  have  neither 
;  ibepn  sub*i;.ted  nor  paid  by  the  United  States.  I 
.  <w?ll  speak  particularly  of  Connecticut.  On  the 
^  Sr$t  of  July  last,  the  President  requested  of  the 
[  Executiveuf  that  State  to  furnish  three  hundred 

•  i^usand  men,   with  a  major  general  and  other 

•  pfl5cers,  as  its  prcportien  ot  ninety-three  thousand 

■  piinitia  required  from  the  several  States  and  Tcr- 

•  jrilpries.     The  quota  was  detached  and  organized. 

•  On  the  fir-st  of  August  following.  Brigadier  Gen- 
:  tf»l  Cushing.  of  the  Array  of  the  United  States, 
r  fcpjnmanding  at  New  London,  requested  of  the 

•  lEJiCcutive  ihemajorpartof  the  detachment  thus 
r -<)fganized.  and  that  they  might  be  under  a  bri^a- 
/dier  general,  and  subjected  to  his  (General  Cuth- 
;  Jilg's)  command.     As  there  was  then  in  the  ser- 

\nce  tf  the  United  States,  of  the  militia  more 
ih^n  a  brigadier's  command,  and  as  a  majority  of 

-  ihii  major  general's  command  was  now  called  for 
Ebe.  major  general  was,  with  manifest  propriety" 
^ir^cted  to  accompany  his  men.  and  of  course  it 
5ec;ame  his  duty  to  command.     General  Cushin-r 

'  ({oriimandmg  in  that  district,  (how,  and  by  what 

jjUltionty  established  as  a  military  district  m  not 

:  40W  the  subject  of  inquiry,)  refused  to  acknowl- 
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edge  the  miiitia  as  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Sutes,  or  to  pay  or  subsist  them,  assigning  as  a 
reason,  that  a  major  general  could  not  be  Recog- 
nised when  any  uurat)er  less  than  four  thousand 
is  required;  though,  on  the  first  of  July,  as  before 
stated,  three  thousand  with  a  major  general  had 
been  called  for  and  detached,  and  though  the 
brigadier  assigning  this  reason  had  not  then  men 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  colonel's  command.  This 
course  was  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  The  militia  however,  did  not 
abandon  the  defence  of  the  Slate  and  nation  but 
remained  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  en- 
lightened and  patriotic  Chief  Magistrate  of  that 
State,  and  have  been  subsisted  and  paid  out  of  its 
treasury.  I  will  not  consent  to  any  bill  like  that 
on  your  table,  till  justice  shall  have  been  done  to 
a  State  which  has  ever  been  among  the  first  to 
perlorm  all  her  Constitutional  engagements. 

I  shall  vole  against  this  bill  on  another  ground. 
It  is  dechred  to  be  its  object,  to  relieve  the  regu-* 
lar  Army  from  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  that 
It  may  be  employed  in  the  conquest  of  the  Cana- 
das.     I  doubt  if  this  object  can  be  effected  with- 
out first  securing  the  command  of  the  St.  Law- 
I  rence.     Our  success  as  yet  is  not  very  tiaitering 
I  VViihout  detracting  from   the  hard-earned   fame 
1  of  our  Army,  or  the  brilliant  achievements  of  our 
I  Navy  on  the  Lakes,  that  country  remains  entirely 
1  in   lull   possession  of  the  enemy.     After  an  im- 
I  mense  loss  of  money  and  lile,  the  great  work  is 

yet  undone. 
j      The  project,  in  my  judgment,  is  inexpedient  if 
practicable.     The  result  would  not  be  worth  the 
1  sacrifice— It  would  not  contribute  towards  a  peace 
•n   object   near  the  heart  of  every   good   man! 
Great  Britain  is  pronounced  by  gentlemen  to  be 
a  wfse,  powerful,  and  haughty  nation.     True,  sir, 
and  when  has  she  been  driven  into  terms  ol  peace 
by  the  invasion  of  one  of  her  provinces  ?     Should 
we  succeed  in   this  attempt,  would  her  pride  be 
so  Jar  subdued  as  to  lessen  her  demands  ?     Is  it 
I  not  lar  more  probable  that  such  an  event  might 
j  induce  her  to  lay  in  wide  and  dreadful  destruc- 
I  lion  an  invaluable   seacoast  ?     At  such   a  price 
I  the  Uanadas  would  be  purchased  at  too  ^reat  a 
j  sacrifice.     She  retaliates  by  no  strict  rules!    It  is 
j  not  with  her,  "  an  eye  for  an  eye.  and  a  tooth  for 
I  a  tooth  r    but  a   head  for  an   eye.  a  body  for  a 
.  tooth      The  Parliament   House  at   Little   York 
I  was  destroyed,  and  she  burnt  your  Capitol. 
I       VVe  are  solemnly  warned  ot  our  danger  by  the 
,  Jriends  0     this   measure,  and  asked,  if  we   .hall 
,  stand  still  and  suffer  our  country  to  be  desolated  ? 
!  VVe  answer,  do;  raise  armies  if  you  please,  to  any 
I  extent. byequal  and  Constitutional  methods— arm 
i  every   stick   of  umber   that   can   fioai.     Let  the 
mvy,  once  despised,  give  new  proofs,  if  possible, 
oJ  her  skill  and  valor;  strike  home  at  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy.     This  is  our  true  course. 
Ihis  will  be  felt  by  the  merchant  and  manufac- 
turer, and  iheir  voices  will  be  heard  and  regarded 
»Q   ihe  British  cabinet.     This   is  the  only   effec- 
tual warlare  which  we  can  maintain  offensively 
against  that  nation.     I  fear  not  the  conquest  of 
our  territory.     The  attempt  would  be  idle.     In- 
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vasion  will  be  met  and  resisted  at  the  water's 
edge,  with  success,  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Americans  who  will  not  be  forced  into  your 
Army. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President:  I  am  glad,  sir,  th.it  the  few  ob- 
servations, which  I  made  on  a  former  day.  when 
this  bill  was  under  consideration,  have  induced 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  (.Mr.  Giles.)  to  make  such  an 
ample  exposition  of  the  views  and  objects  of  that 
committee,  and  of  the  Administration.  I  deem 
it  fortunate  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
discussion  of  the  bills  on  military  affairs,  we  are 
possessed  of  the  ulterior  intentions  and  designs. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  late  report,  has 
recommended  for  adoption  by  the  Legislature,  a 
plan  of  a  forcible  draught,  or  conscription,  of  the 
whole  free  male  population  of  the  United  States, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  regular  Army 
He  proposes  that  all  person-,  within  those  ages. 
be  formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred  each  ;  and 
that  if  any  class  neglect  to  furnish  four  soldiers 
for  the  Army,  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruit- 
ing officer  within  thirty  days,  ihat  number  be 
taken  out  of  the  class  by  force;  that  vacancies 
bv  casualty,  be  supplied  in  like  manner  from  the 
class,  and  that  the  legal  bounty  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dollars  to  each  recruit  be  assess- 
ed on  all  the  taxable  property  within  the  precinct 
of  each  class.  This  plan  must  be  presumed  to 
have  the  approbation  of  the  Administration  ;  for 
it  cannot  be  supposed  the  Secretary  of  War  would 
adventure  on  a  measure  so  important,  without 
such  support  nnd  countenance. 

Although  the  present  bill  certainly  does  not 
adopt  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  in  its  full  extent, 
and  although  the  honorable  chairman  has  said 
he  can  support  the  provisions  of  the  bill  without 
its  aid.  yet  he  has  attempted,  in  a  formal  argu- 
ment, to  maintain,  that  this  Government  has  the 
Constitutional  power,  to  be  exercised  at  discre- 
tion as  occasion  may  rtquire.  of  placing  our  citi- 
zens, by  force,  and  for  an  unlimited  time,  in  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  Army.  Till  lately,  such  an 
opinion  was  entertained  by  few,  if  any.  I  be- 
lieve it  was  expressed  by  none.  Great  and  sud- 
den changes  in  opinion  on  important  political  sub- 
jects are  the  usual  forerunners  of  revolutions  in 
State?.  This  is  emphatically  the  case,  where  the 
force  of  Government  rests  on  common  sentiment. 
Sincerely  believing  the  doctrine  contended  for,  to 
be  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution,  and  preg- 
nant with  consequences  dangerous  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  country,  I  cannot  permit  it  to 
pass  without  aiiempting  its  refutation.  The  most 
monstrous  opinions,  when  announced  by  high  au- 
thority, and  supported  with  plausibility,  will,  if 
permitted  without  contradiction  to  become  fa- 
miliar to  the  mind,  in  time  lose  much  of  their  ; 
original  deformity.  J 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  been  pleased,  in  I 
a  style  somewhat  monitory,  to  caution  those  op-  { 
posed  to  his  doctrine  to  consider  the  responsibil- 1 


ity  they  must  encounter  in  obstructing  ihe  mea- 
sures of  Government  in  the  present  stale  of 
affairs.  I  admit  the  distress  of  the  nation  exists 
to  the  full  extent  stated.  We  see  and  feel  it,  and 
have  too  much  reason  lobelieve  it  will  soon  become 
universal.  The  crisis  demands  all  the  wisdom 
and  virtue  of  the  country.  I  hold  a  stake  in  the 
fate  of  the  nation  in  common  wiih  my  fellow  cit- 
izens, and  do  not  feel  inclined  to  shrink  from  do- 
ing what  I  think  my  duty  requires.  In  times  like 
these,  no  political  situation  is  free  from  responsi- 
bility. *^ 

In  return,  I  take  the  liberty  of  admonishing  the 
friends  of  the  Administration  (and  the  honorable 
gentleman,  if  he  includes  himself  in  that  number) 
to  be  cautious  how  they  attempt  to  overleap  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution.  .Of  all  our  dangers 
I  see  none  more  alarming  than  the  apparent  dis- 
position to  exercise  arbitrary  power.  Revolu- 
tionary measures  can  never,  with  safety,  be  re- 
sorted to  by  a  regular  Government.  They  place 
the  magistrate  and  private  citizen  on  the  same 
level,  and  none  can  foresee  into  whose  hands, 
during  the  boisterous  commotion  of  the  political 
elements,  the  tyrant's  power  will  fall.  A  Gov- 
ernment which  should  require  such  expedients 
would  not  be  worth  preserving.  If  sufficient 
powers  are  not  granted  by  the  people,  apply  to 
the  people  for  their  enlargement.  In  periods  of 
alarm  and  terror,  when  present  danger  hushes  all 
fears  of  that  which  is  more  remote  and  less  ob- 
vious, inroads  on  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
chieflv  to  be  apprehended.  In  a  case  so  deeply 
affecting  the  personal  liberty  of  the  whole  body 
of  the  nation  as  the  present,  no  extremity  of  dan- 
ger would  justify  the  exercise  of  illegal  authority. 

The  inquiry  is.  whether  the  Constitution  gives 
to  this  Government  the  power  contended  for? 

The  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  declares 
that  Congress  shall  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, has  been  cited,  though  very  liiile  reliance 
appears  to  be  placed  on  it.  The  purpose  of  that 
clause  seems  to  have  been  to  impose  a  duty,  or 
define  an  object  to  the  attainment  of  which  the 
powers  granted  are  to  be  applied.  The  words, 
with  others  immediately  connected,  are,  "  to  pay 
the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  (f  ihe  United  States."  The 
means  or  powers  are  afterwards  prescribed,  by 
which  these  great  objects  are  to  be  attained.  It 
has  not  been,  and  I  trust  will  not  be  contended, 
that  Congress  is  at  liberty  to  resort  to  other  means 
at  their  discretion.  Should  this  be  considered  a 
grant  of  power,  still  the  subsequent  specification 
of  the  manner  of  exercising  it,  would  limit  and 
restrict  it.  Money  raised  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
United  Stales,  for  instance,  must  be  raised  in  the 
manner  specially  pointed  out;  and  if  it  could  not 
be  obtained  by  taxes  levied  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution, or  by  other  methods  therein  directed, 
surely  Congress  could  not  levy  taxes  in  any  other 
way,  or  resort  toother  means  not  thereby  author- 
ized. 

The  authority  given  to  Congress  "to  raise  and 
support  armies,"  comprises  their  whole  power  OQ 
this  subject.     This,  and  the  authority  of  calling 
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jqrth  ihe  militia  under  certain  circumstances,  are 

^he  means  by  which  the  common  defence  is  to  be 

_  iirpvided  fur.     Can  the  Legi->laiure.   by  virtue  of 

'  fljps  grant  gf  power,  adopt  the  proposed    plan  of 

*  COBscripfioUr  and  place,  by  force,  such  part  of  the 
Y<^pulation  i)f  the  United  Stales,  and  for  such  pe- 
ricJds  as  shfjil   be  deemed  expedient,  in  the  ranks 

.  of  (he  regujar  Army  ?     A  power  so  transcendant 
^;»ad  dangerous,  must,  to  justify  the  exercise  of  it, 
;iVderived  from   plain   principles,  and  depend  on 
a»o'doubtfur  consJ.ruction  or  subtle  reasoning. 
.:"    The  powjer  to  raise  and  support  armies  must  be 
•-•corSstrued  according  to  the  intentions  and  under- 
:  standing  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who 
^^ade  the  Constitution,  consistently  with  all  the 
t.-jBrell  known  and  established  rights  of  the  States 
^  jinil  of  the  people — and  consistently  with  thegen- 
S'^rol  principle-,  of  civil  liberty. 
•'    The  military  power  or  force  given  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  this  Government,  is  of  two  sorts — .i 
:^regular  Army,  and  the  militia  of  the  States — the 
;-,laiier  in  certain   emergencies,  and  with  certain 
^restrictions' and  limitations — the  former  without 
'.any  restric<ion.     It  is  unnecessary,  for  the  present 
•purpose,  to  point  out  with  exact  precision  all  the 
Teslrictionsand  limitations  of  the  power  over  the 
•;inilitia.     Irt  three  specified  cases  only,  and  for  a 
^,:B«»vice  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and 
;  rUt^er  ihe  command  of  their  own  State  officers, 
'•find  as  I   think,  for  short   periods  of  service,  can 
"fhis  Goverijiment  call  on  the  States  for  their  rail- 
"  ]^UH.     Frcna  these  restrictions,  it  is  apparent,  the 
■'ower  of  tjie  United    States  is  of  a  very  limited 
ature.  auq  that  the  States  still   retain  by  far  the 
ffatest  portion  of  authority  over  their  own  mil- 
itia.    Over  the  regular  Army,  the  Government  of 
;the  United  States  have  an  unlimited  power.  They 
^9y  use   i|  in  all  cases  where  military  force  is 
1n«cded,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  under  such  offi- 
,   *cers  and  tor  such  periods  as  they  please.     There 
.■t.aljvays  haye  been  in   this  country  important  dis- 
[i:MiQctioDs  between  the  militia  and  regular  Army. 
■  i'Tuese  distinctions  were  always   kept  up,  and  in 
ivaTious  instances  exemplified   in  the  war  of  the 
H^volution.  and  were  well  understood  by  the  peo- 
jiA  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  forming 
/i*ft*   Constitution.     There  was   known   to  be  an 
^'•ts^iential  difference  between  serving  in   the  regu- 
'  IJaij  Army  iind  performing  a  tour  of  duty  in   the 
j-^-litia.     Itegular  armies  were   raised   by  enlist- 
^lU^nt  of  such  as  voluntarily  consented   to  enter 
:-jth?m.     Such,  for  ages,  had   been  the  practice  of 
":  ithe  British  Government,  from  which  we  ori^i- 

*  Ically  derived  most  of  our  ideas  on  subjects  "of 
=  iGjvernmetit ;  and  such  was  the  practice  of  the 

jGovcrnm^nt  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  sev- 
!•  tral  Staifs.during  the  Revolutionary  war.  There 
l^iilivnys  h»iii  been,  and  I  hope  always  will  be,  a 
-^ilousy  oi  standing  armies.     At  the  lime  of  the 
|5Revolutiiju   it  was  carried  to  an   unreasonable 
:.|iejght,  aiid  too  strongly  felt.     When  the  Consti- 
••  jtution  wa>  adopted,  no  power  granted  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  was  more  severely  criticised 
jthjn  that  over  the  military  force  of  the  country.' 
|Tft»ose  opposed  to  the  Constitution  contended,  that 
.  4t{ie  power  pf  the  purse  and  of  the  sword  were  im- 

|!:        i 
It 


properly  united,  and  that  not  only  the  rights  of 
the  State  Governments,  but  the  freedom  of  the 
people  would  be  endangered.  If  any  such  power 
as  that  contended  for,  could  have  been  conceived 
to  be  granted  by  the  Constitution,  it  would  have 
been  detected  and  pointed  out  by  those  so  much 
alarmed.  Yet  it  is  believed,  that  such  construc- 
tion was  not  even  suggested  in  any  of  the  con- 
ventions, although  the  subject  was  there  most 
ably  discussed.  Nor  is  it  believed,  that  with  this 
construction,  the  Constitution  would  have  been 
adopted  by  a  single  State  of  the  Union.  If,  then, 
voluntary  enlistment  was  the  only  method  by 
which  a  regular  Army  could  be  raised,  according 
to  the  general  opinion  of  the  people,  it  follows 
that  the  power  to  raise  armies  is.  by  the  very 
terms  used  in  the  Constitution,  restricted  to  that 
method  ;  for  the  words  must  be  con--.trued,  as  they 
were  understood  by  the  people  who  adopted  the 
Constitution.  And  so  the  position  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  that  the  grant  of  power  to  raise 
armies  being  general,  and  without  any  restriction 
of  the  method  by  which  it  shall  be  exercised, 
leaves  the  Government  at  liberty  to  adopt  any 
method  they  please,  is  ill  founded.  That  might 
be  a  just  construction  of  the  terms  when  used  by 
a  people  accustomed  to  a  despotic  government 
for  they  might  so  understand  them. 

The  power  claimed  is,  doubtless,  vastly  greater 
and  more  dangerous,  than  any  other  possessed  by 
the  Government.  It  subjects  the  personal  freedom 
of  every  citizen,  in  comparison  with  which  the 
rights  of  property  are  insignificant,  to  arbitrary 
discretion.  Had  there  been  an  intention  of  grant- 
ing such  power,  would  there  not  have  been'some 
attempt  to  guard  against  the  unjust  and  oppress- 
ive exercise  of  it,  as  was  done  in  the  granting  of 
powers  of  less  importance  1  Yet.  this  power  of 
raising  armies,  unless  confined  to  voluntary  en- 
listment, is  without  any  guard  or  restriction  what- 
ever. The  exercise  of  it  must  depend  wholly  on 
arbitrary  discretion. 

All  the  recruits  wanted  for  the  Army  raioht,  if 
the  Government  should  so  please,  be  taken* from 
one  section  of  the  Union.  The  power  of  raising 
money  is  not  thus  submitted  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Government.  All  taxes,  if  indirect,  must  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  Slates;  if  direct, 
they  must  be  apportioned  according  to  represen- 
tation. No  tax  can  be  laid  on  exports.  Why 
these  guards  where  property  was  to  be  taken,  and 
none  where  the  owners  of  the  property  were  to 
be  taken  ?  From  the  mere  neglect  of  attempting 
in  some  way  to  limit  the  power,  it  may  be  strong- 
ly inferred  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  granted. 

Were  the  Government  at  liberty  to  raise  armies, 
by  forcibly  taking  men  at  its  discretion,  it  might, 
by  a  similar  construction  of  the  Coustitution,  sup- 
port them,  by  taking  property  in  like  manner.  The 
armies,  when  raised,  might  live  at  free  quarters, 
on  the  people.  In  a  similar  way,  a  navy  might 
be  provided,  by  seizing  tlieshipa  of  individuals. 
The  right  in  both  cases  is  the  same;  the  injury 
and  distress  in  taking  property  the  least. 

Has  the  Government  a  similar  power  to  im- 
press men  (or  the  Navy  ?    The  terras  in  the  Coo. 
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stitutlon  "  to  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy''  are, 
at  least,  as  proper  for  this  construction,  as  those 
applied  to  the  Army.  The  convenience  and  ne- 
cessity in  ihis  instance,  stronger  than  in  the  other. 
The  British  Government,  before  the  Revolution, 
did  attempt  to  exercise  in  this  country  the  sup- 
posed right  of  impressment  for  the  Navy,  which 
It  never  did  for  the  Army.  Stronger  reasons 
might  be  adduced  for  this  method  of  manning 
the  Navy,  ttian  for  filling  the  Army.  Yet  the 
Government,  in  their  instructions  to  our  Envoys 
for  treating  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  say  '"im- 
pressment IS  not  an  American  practice,  but  is  ut- 
terly repugnant  to  our  Constitution  and  laws." 
ThehonorableSecretary,  when  hedraughted  those 
insiruciions,  knew  not  how  soon  he  should  be  di- 
rected to  contend  for  the  contrary  doctrine. 

Tlie  power  in  question  is  inconsistent  with  cer- 
tain well-known  rights  of  the  Stales  recognised 
by  the  Constitution.  Such  a  construction  of  k 
power  granted  to  the  General  Government  as  de- 
stroys rights  reserved  to  the  Slates  by  the  Con- 
stitution cannot  be  admitted.  Because  it  can 
never  be  presumed  that  rights  were  intended  to 
be  surrendered,  which  are  expressly  reserved  or 
recognised  as  existing  in  the  Slates.  The  same 
principle  applies  to  all  rights  acknowledged  to 
Delong  to  the  States,  whether  recognised  by  the 
Constitution  or  not.  The  Constitution  declares 
"the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  Stales 
'  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
'  Slates,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  or 
'  to  the  people." 

The  States  still  retaining  the  principal  power 
over  the  militia,  as  has  been  shown,  the  power 
given  this  Government  to  raise  armies  must  not 
be  so  construed  as  will  destroy  that  power  of  the 
States.  The  power  claimed  is  to  take  by  force, 
for  the  regular  Army,  all  persons  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  including  the  whole  militia  of  the 
Slates.  This  surely  annihilates  all  State  power 
over  their  militia.  The  whole  or  any  |)art  may, 
at  the  pleasure  of  this  Government,  be  converted 
into  a  regular  army,  and  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  thisparlicular, together  with  the  rights 
of  the  Stales,  be  destroyed. 

The  right  of  the  States,  in  time  of  war,  to 
maintain  regular  troops,  is  recognised  by  the 
Constitution.  Abandoned  by  the  United  Stales, 
it  is  well  known  that  several  of  the  States  at  the 
present  lime,  keep  considerable  bodies  oi  troops 
for  their  necessary  defence.  All  these  come  with- 
in the  description  of  persons  claimed  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  may  be  thus  immediately  transfer- 
red to  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Wretched 
would  be  the  condition  of  such  Slates,  if  this  Gov- 
ernment possessed  the  power  contended  for.  Un- 
protected by  the  General  Government,  and  de- 
prived not  only  of  their  militia,  but  of  the  troops 
raised  at  their  own  expense,  their  sole  remaining 
resource  would  be  an  application  to  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy.  It  is  impossible  that  these  rights,  thus 
secured  to  the  States  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
should  be  destroyed  by  a  power  granted  by  the 
same  instrument  to  the  United  States.  Tfie  power 
of  the  United  Stales  to  raise  armies,  if  resiricied 


to  voluntary  enlistment,  is  consistent  with  the 
rights  and  safety  of  the  States.  Any  other  con- 
struction presents  conflicting  rights  which  cannot 
be  reconciled. 

It  has  been  contended  that  every  well  consti- 
tuted Government  has  a  right  to  the  personal  ser- 
vices of  its  citizens  or  subjects,  which  it  may  en- 
force by  compelling  as  many  as  its  occa.sions 
require  to  become  soldiers;  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  common  with  oth- 
ers, may  have  this  power  without  any  special 
grant  iu  the  Constitution.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
examine  the  general  position,  though  it  is  believed 
it  would  by  no  means  be  found  so  universal  as 
slated.  This  Government  has  no  powers  except 
what  are  delegated.  To  this  particular,  the  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  which  has  been  recited  is 
express.  All  powers  not  delegated,  are  reserved 
to  the  Slates  or  people.  If,  therefore,  this  power 
exists  in  our  country,  it  re^ts  in  the  State  Gov- 
ernments, and  not  in  that  of  the  United  States. 
Without  resorting  to  this  principle  of  inherent 
power,  most  of  the  State  Governments  possess 
very  ample  authority  to  call  for  the  military  ser- 
vices of  their  citizens,  in  the  provisions  of  their 
respective  constitutions.  Hence  might  be  drawn 
an  additional  argument,  were  it  necessary,  against 
the  present  claim  of  power  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  Secretary  of  War  admits,  that  the  men 
cannot  be  taken  from  the  militia  as  militiamen, 
by  reason  of  the  Consliiulional  restriction,  but 
he  says  the  same  individuals  may  well  be  taken, 
in  their  capacity  of  citizens.  This  argument  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  seen 
fit  to  adopt.  With  all  proper  deference  for  the 
respectable  authority  whence  it  originates,  I  must 
confess  my  inability  to  comprehend  its  force.  It 
would  seem,  that  an  individual,  to  be  secure  in 
his  personal  liberty,  must  produce  a  Constitu- 
tional protection  for  himself  in  each  of  his  various 
capacities  or  relations  in  society.  Will  it  afford 
much  consolation  to  the  miserable  recruit,  when 
driven  in  chains  to  the  Army,  to  be  told  that  he 
is  taken,  in  his  capacity  as  a  citizen,  and  not  as  a 
militiaman?  A  prudent  Government,  at  least, 
would  be  cautious  not  lo  insult  the  uiidersiand- 
ing  of  the  nation,  when  attempting  to  outrage  its 
rights. 

To  that  part  of  the  Secretary's  plan,  which  re- 
commends a  tax  to  be  levied  on  all  property  with- 
in the  precinct  of  the  class,  in  order  to  raise  the 
bounty  for  the  recruits,  objections  occur  which, 
in  ordinary  times,  would  seem  insurmountable. 
The  provision  of  the  Constitution  that  direct  taxes 
(of  which  sort  that  on  land  is)  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  Slates,  according  to  represenlaiion,  is 
wholly  disregarded.  This  tax  is  to  be  apportioned 
according  to  the  free  male  population,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years.  This 
relieves  the  slaveholding  Slates  from  the  increas- 
ed tax  which  iJiey  are  bound  by  the  Constitution 
to  pay,  for  their  increased  representation  on  ac- 
count of  their  slaves.  The  difference  between 
the  sums  to  be  paid  by  Virginia  and  Massachu- 
sett.s,  according  to  the  proposed  plan,  and   ihe 
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:TCinstitutional  apportionment,  exceeds  four  hun- 
dned  thousand  dollars.  This  is  a  violation  of  the 
..^ConstituiioD  too  plain  and  obvious  to  require  any 
.•j-cAsoning  to  demonstrate.  It  is,  however,  in  my 
^^opinion  of  less  importance  than  the  other  which 
^ffects  the  rights  of  pergonal  liberty,  as  this  does 
Che  rights  of  property.  Reduce  the  people  to 
Jfaivery,  and  you  may  take  their  property  when 
.^ind  as  you  please. 

;    The  honorablg   Secretary  says,  in  relation    lo 
?{h}s  part  of  his  plan,  "should  it  appear  that  this 
*  ncode  of  raisin:,^  recruits  was  justly  objectiona- 
^'  ble,  on  account  of  the  tax  on  property,  from  the 
^  difficulties  which   may  be  apprehended   in   the 
y  execution,  or  from  other  causes,  it  may  be  ad- 
•U  visable  to  decline  the  tax."     But  why  is  a  pro- 
jTJect,  directly  and  plainly  violating  the  Constitu- 
tion,  brought   forward  at   all  ?     h   it   to  try  the 
.  itmper  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  people,  and 
0  le>sen  ihe  horror  at  first  excited   by  such  at- 
' ,  €rapts  by  rendering  them  familiar  ?     In  my  opin- 
-  JQU  this  svstem  of  military  conscription,  thu<«  re- 
:  i^nmended  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  is  not  only 
'■fijconsistent  with  the  provisions  and  spirit  of  the 
Jjonstiiution,   but  also  with  all   the   principles  of 
Jivil  liberty.     In  atrocity  it  exceeds  that  adopted 
Jy  the  late  Emp,;ror  of  France,  for  the  subju^-a- 
,t»pn  of  Europe,  which,  after  drenching  a  great 
^Crtion   of  that  Continent  with   blood,  was  de- 
:  iijroyed  by  the  most  powerful  confederacy  of  na- 
•^pos  the  world  ever  knew.     He  allowed  exemp- 
r.^ipps  to  fathers  of  families,  and  those  in  certain 
.  professions  and  oScial  stations.    But  the  proposed 


V  %v»stem  exempts  none,  except  the  President  of  the 
:  tinned  Siaies,  and  the  Governors  of  Stales.  All 
^  ?v»ithio  th«-  prescribed  a^es,  whatever  may  be  their 
;  nprsuits  or  condition  of  life,  must  submit  to  the 
J  {if^  yoke  ;  priests  must  be  taken  from  the  altar 
c-  i)^d  judges  from  the  bench.  The  highest  officers" 
-b^th  civil  and  military,  must  be  ignominiously 
-  f(frced  into  the  ranks  of  the  Array.  Thi-  .semina- 
;  n>s  of  learning  are  to  be  robbed  of  their  proft-s- 
j:-uirs  and  scholars.  Neither  literature  nor  science 
;  f  icept  what  is  subservient  to  the  military  art  will 
•  5>e  .held  m  estimation.  The  country  will  become 
.;  rnilitary.  and  be  evolved  in  perpetual  wars  often 

imaged  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  rulers.    History 
^  B^inces  that  wars  of  ambition  are  not  less  the  pests 
..^t  republics  than  of  monarchies. 
■ :  iSuch  a  measure  cannot,  it  oyght  not  to  be  snb- 

toaited  to.  Jf  It  could  in  no  other  way  be  averted 
gpot  only  believe  but  I  hope.it  would  be  resisted.' 
•^lie  most  odious  and  cruel  slavery  would  be  the 
^n^vitable  consequence  of  submission 
^:  Ori  a  former  day,  when  this  measure  recom- 
*m¥Dded  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  was  mentioned 
a^yj  an  honorable  member,  who  id  his  place  ex- 
^ii^jssed  his  approbation  (except  so  far  as  relates 
?^o  tie  bounty  tax)  m  terms  not  doubtful,  I  did 
Jnot^ hesitate  to  give  it  my  most  decided  di^appru- 
f^4{on.  I  then  called  it  weak,  violent,  and  wVck- 
^d.'  On  more  reflection.  I  see  no  reason  to  alter 
-rny  opinion  ot  its  character.  It  is  weak,  for  it  is 
41U  calculated  to  etTect  its  object  ;  violent  for  it 
^ytempts  to  use  force,  without  right ;  and  wicked 

^  J'l  k'"'^^'"}"'^."  '^''^  '^''^'°y  ^^^  Constitution 
^nq  liberii??  of  the  country. 


The  honorablegentleman  (Mr.  Oiles)  has  been 
pleased  to  understand  those  epithets  as  being  ap- 
plied   to  the  Administration    themselves;  and  to 
express  his  regret  that  they  had  been  used.     He 
seems  to  admit,  however,  the  truth  and  justice  of 
the  two  first,   and  denies  only  the  last.     He  be- 
lieves the  Administration,  though  weak  and  vio- 
lent, are  honest  and  patriotic.     I  shall  spare  my- 
self the   labor  of   discussing  that    point.     It    is 
difficult   to  ascertain  with  certainty  the   motives 
of  statesmen,  and  it  matters  little  to  the  country 
whether  its  rights  and   liberties  are  lost  through 
the  weakness,  or  wickedness,  of  its  rulers.  Pubfic 
men  are  to  be  judged   by  their  measures.     The 
mere  attempt  (o  carry  a  measure,  involving  such 
principles,  is  just  cause  of  alarm.     The   people 
can  never  feel  safe  while  they  know  the  Govern- 
ment claims  such  a  power,  which  may  gradually 
as  opportunity  shall  favor,  be  hroughtlnio  exer- 
cise.    The  present  bill  adopts  it.   in  a  small  de- 
gree ;  another   reported   by  the  same  committee 
authorizing  forcible  draughts  from  the  militia   to' 
serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,   goes  much  fur- 
ther, with  the  same  principle.     In  the  mean  time 
among  men  of  desperate  fortunes  and  unprinci' 
pled   ambition,    the   doctrine-   will   gam    friends 
Honest  intention  and  well  meaning  weakness  irive 
no  security,  but  increase  the  danger.     They  pre- 
vent alarm,  and  when   men  of  such  a  character 
shall  have  prepared  the  system  for  operation  oth- 
ers of  more   talents  and   difl'erent  character  will 
'  drive  them   from   their  seals,  and  grasp   the  des- 
potic power  so  unsuitable  for  weak  hands.    If  this 
proposal  of  the  Executive,   though  at  present,,! 
should  not  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature  in  all  its 
most  odious  features,  .should  still  be  treated  with 
good  naiured   civility,  it  will   hereafter,  at   some 
unpropitious  moment,   be«gain    urged,  and    per- 
haps w.tn  fatal  success.    The  attempt  merits  from 
the  nation,  deep  and  full  toned  expressions  of  in- 
dignation. 

After  laboring  to  establish  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment lo  exercise  the  dangerous  power  men- 
tioned, the  honorablegentleman  (.Mr.  Giles)  has 
attempted  to  show  that  the  present  bill  does  not 
necessarily  mvo  ve  that  power.  It  i.  certain  the 
bMI  does  not  fo  low  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  la  iisdeiail.s.  but  I  much  -foubt  whether  the 
provision  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  minors 
without   the  consent  of  their  parents,  guardians, 

,  .ghi  to  take  the  citizens  for  the  Army  by  (orce. 
It  the  Government  has  not  the  right  of  taking 
person.s  for  the  Army  by  force,  the/ must  obtain 
ihern  by  voluntary  enlistment,  that  is,  they 
must  contract  with  individuals  to  become  soldiers 
01  the  regular  Army,  and   to  subject   themselves 

I  to  the  duties  of  that  condition.  AH  persons  com- 
petent  to  contract  for  themselves,  may  thus  enlist 
into  the  Army.  None  who,  for  any  reason  what- 
ever,  are  incompetent  to  contract  for  themselves 
can  en  ist  without  the  consent  of  those  who  have 
a  legal  right  to  control  them  and  contract  for 
mem.  As  the  very  essence  of  a  contract  is  the 
voluntary  as.ent  of  the  minds  of  the  parties,  it  is 

I  sufficiently  obvious   that   all  are  incompetent   to 
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make  coatracls,  who  are  incapable  for  want  of 
understanding  to  give  such  assent.  Thus  idiots 
and  insane  persons,  and  children  in  early  child- 
hood, being  unable  to  understand  the  subject-mat- 
ter and  give  their  assent,  are  clearly  incompetent 
lo  make  contracts.  No  legislative  power  can  re- 
move the  disability.  You  may,  by  a  legislative 
act,  dispose  of  their  persons  and  property,  but  it 
cannot  be  said  to  be  done  by  their  consent. 

In  every  civilized  country  a  certain  age  has 
been  fixed  on.  as  to  the  period  when  the  disability 
of  youth  shall  cease.  For  plain  reasons  this  pe- 
riod must  be  uniform,  and  applied  to  all.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  inquire  into  the  degree  of  capaci- 
ty of  each  individual.  Tlie  feudal  system,  which 
once  prevailed  in  most  of  the  States  of  Europe, 
fixed  this  period  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
What  would  seem  to  render  this  regulation  pe- 
culiarly apposite  to  the  present  purpose,  that  sys- 
tem, established  by  warriors,  chiefly  with  a  view 
to  military  strength,  fixed  on  this  age  as  a  time 
when  a  man  was  supposed  to  be  fit  to  bear  arms, 
and  render  the  military  service!  by  which  his 
lands  were  held.  This  rule  of  the  feudal  was 
adopted  by  the  common  law,  and  universally  pre- 
vails where  that  law  is  followed.  In  each  of  the 
United  States  there  is,  and  it  is  believed  always 
has  been,  an  entire  uniformity  on  this  subject. 
The  disability  of  minority  continues  till  the  age 
of  twenty-one  year?.  No  one  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law  is  more  universally  known.  It  is  one 
of  the  first  a  child  learns.  Till  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one the  parent  has  a  power  over  the  child,  for 
government  and  education,  and  has  a  right  to  his 
services.  Founded  on  this  acknowledged  rule  of 
the  common  law,  in  most  of  the  States,  statutes 
from  early  tunes  have  been  enacted,  regulating 
the  subject  of  binding  to  apprenticeship,  and  also 
of  guardianship,  in  case  of  the  parent's  death. 
All  these,  either  directly  or  by  necessary  infer- 
ence, recognise  the  disability  of  the  minor  to  con- 
tract for  himself,  and  the  right  of  the  parent  or 
guardian.  Under  the  existence  of  these  laws, 
thus  universally  known,  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  Constitution,  gave  to  this  Govern- 
ment the  right  to  raise  armies  by  voluntary  en- 
listment. With  whom  may  the  Government,  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  thus  granted,  make  this 
contract  ?  Surely,  with  such  only  as  have  a  ca- 
pacity to  contract.  The  power  cannot  extend  to 
enlisting  minors  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  except  with  the  consent  of  their  parents 
or  guardians ;  because  in  that  way  only  can  valid 
contracts  afl'ecting  such  persons  be  made.  If  the 
power  of  enlisting  be  not  limited  to  that  age,  no- 
thing would  prevent  Government  from  taking 
from  their  parents  children  of  more  tender  years, 
if  idly  consenting,  and  placing  them  in  military 
schools  till  prepared  for  the  Army.  Would  it  bo 
contended  that  Government  has  power  to  do  this  ? 
If  not.  to  what  age  are  they  restricted  ?  Of  ne- 
cessity, there  must  be  a  general  rule  as  to  the  age 
of  disability  of  minors,  it  being  impossible  to  in- 
vestigate and  determine  the  capacity  of  each 
individual. 

The  enlisting  of  minors  bound  lo  apprentice- 


ship wholly  destroys  the  rights  of  mai-ters  to  the 
services  of  their  apprentices.  The  power  of  this 
Government  to  destroy  a  right  so  secured  by  a 
legal  contract  has  been  questioned.  The  Conti- 
nental Congress,  in  the  year  177G.  though  sorely 
pressed  by  the  war  they  were  then  engaged  in. 
and  in  great  want  of  recruits  for  their  Army, 
were  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  illegality  and 
injustice  of  such  a  practice,  that  they  ordered  all 
apprentices  enlisted  without  the  consent  of  their 
masters  to  be  immediately  discharged.  The  Con- 
gress was  too  wise  to  attempt  to  maintain  their 
cause  by  violence  and  injustice.  By  a  statute  of 
the  United  States  of  the  16th  of  March,  1802,  the 
enlisting  of  minors  without  the  consent  of  their 
parents,  guardians,  or  masters,  is  expressly  pro- 
hibited, under  a  heavy  penalty.  Before  that  time 
though  not  expressly  prohibited  by  aay  statute, 
the  instructions  to  recruiting  officers  directed 
them  not  to  enlist  minors,  without  such  consent  ; 
and  whenever  it  was  improperly  done,  they  could 
obtain  discharges  by  applying  to  the  courts  of 
law.  When  an  attempt  was  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war  to  authorize  such 
enlistments,  it  was  rejected  by  the  Legislature. 

Certain  sections  of  a  British  statute  of  March. 
1812,  have  been  read  by  the  honorablegentleman, 
(Mr.  Giles)  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
IBritish  Government  enlists  minors  into  its  army 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians. 
By  that  statute,  it  "appears  that  apprentices,  bound 
by  legal  indentures,  when  enlisted  without  the 
consent  of  their  masters,  are  on  their  request  to 
be  discharged.  Hence  it  is  inferred  that  minors, 
other  than  apprentices,  though  enlisted  without 
the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  would 
not  be  discharged.  If  so,  it  can  avail  nothing, 
unless  it  be  shown  that  our  Government  possesses 
a  power  over  its  citizens  equal  to  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  As  well  may  we  justify  the 
exercise  of  any  other  arbitrary  power,  by  show- 
ing that  the  i3ritish  Government  exercises  the 
same.  It  is  apparent  that  that  Government  re- 
spects the  contracts  of  apprenticeship,  which  by 
this  bill  are  to  be  violated.  The  British  statute 
provides  that  if  any  person  shall,  within  four  days 
after  enlisting,  declare  before  a  magistrate  that  he 
enlisted  iiastily  and  incautiously,  he  shall,  on  re- 
funding the  money  received  as  bounty,  be  dis- 
charged. It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  produced  this  statute  of  a  foreign 
Government  as  an  example  for  imitation,  had 
not  introduced  into  this  bill  that  humane  provi- 
sion, so  well  calculated  to  guard  the  unwary 
against  the  improper  arts  and  enticements  too 
otten  practised  by  recruiting  officers.  The  better 
opinion  seems  to  be,  that  this  Government  has 
not  a  right  to  enlist  minors  without  the  consent 
of  their  parents  or  guardians,  and  it  is  probable, 
if  such  enlistments  are  directed,  the  courts  of 
law  will,  on  application,  be  obliged  to  discharge 
the  persons  so  enlisted. 

But,  sir,  were  it  certain  this  Government  had 
the  right  of  enlisting  into  the  Army  improvident 
youth,  without  the  consent  of  thosd  to  whom  the 
policy  of  the  law  has  intrusted  the  care  and  coa- 
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.  MTbl  of  liiera,  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to 
;:r<sort  lo  buch  a  measure.  It  is  forbidden  by  all 
:;tJ^e  considerations  which  have  subjected  the  im- 
;;p<ovidence  of  youth  to  the  guide  and  direction 
-Jot age  and  experience.  If  minors  are  wanted  for 
-«li|e  Arrnv.  why  not  address  yourself  to  their  pa- 
i*rerntsandn;uardians?  They  surely  can  best  judge 
^  wihelher  if  is  suitable  and  proper  for  their  children 
f.  aijd  wards  to  enlist.  If  there  should  be  no  rea- 
V  sofnable  objections,  it  must  be  presumed,  they 
-*;  wbuld  confcent.  You  will,  then,  without  conse«t, 
^oNtaia  tho;;e  only  whom  you  ought  not  to  obtain. 
vlt}is  to  be  hoped  the  number  will  not  be  great. 
J  T|iis  me;isure  will  tend  to  weaken  the  sacred  re- 
^lajion  betv/een  parents  and  children,  and  to  lessen 
.  the   power  for   the   discipline   and   education  of 


power  tor   the   discipl..., v,-.,„..  « 

yduth,  the  best  and  safest  foundation  of  all  Gov- 
i^erjiments.     It  is  a  direct  invitation  for  rebellion 
,i  agjainst  parental  authority. 

-:,    pur   infant   manufactures,   still   requiring  the 

fostering  aid  of  Government,  and  which,  in  the 

^.prthern  and  Eastern  States,  are  in  a  considera- 

■bl^  degree  carrie-d  on  by  the  labor  of  apprentices 

:.w.ll    be    greatly    injured.     Without    instructing 

children  jn  manufactures,  a  sufficient  supply  of 

Ja{)orers  can  never  be  expected.     The  labor  of  a 

>kjlful  mechanic    in  the  line  of  his  business  is 

•more  important  to  the  community  than  his  serv- 

-icts  can  oe  in  the  Army. 

.:    All  thtsie  objects  will  be  injured  in  proportion 

::^s-ihis  attempt  is  attended  with  success.     And 

r^Tifler  all  il^e  exertions  which  can  be  made,  it  is 

..flc^  probubje  an\  great  number  of  recruits  can 

:  injthis  wajr.  be    provided.     Can  a  wise  Govern- 

ntifnt  hazard  such  valuable  interests  for  the  sake 

of-a  miserable  ptoject  of  enlisting  unwary  youth 

anio  the  .Army? 

^    "The  circumstances  of  the  country  being  such 
jasito  render  a  standing  army  of  considerable  ma<T- 
*ni|Ude   necessary.  I   do  not  wish  to  excite  an'y 
v^UDreasonable  jealousy  against  such  an  establish- 
.TOcnt.     7  he  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War  con- 
iewiplates  an  army   of  more   than  one  hundred 
.-^nd  lorty  thousand  men,  at  the  dispoal  of  Gov- 
eroment.     It    may   be   worthy  of  consideration 
wJjeiber  .such  an  array,  in  certain  events,  which 
.-  mny  occur,  instead  of  defending,  may  not  endan- 
^  g<f^'  the  liberties  of  the  country.     On  one  occa^ion 
»{   east,  u  required  all  the  influence  and  address 
:of  Iheir  ^^reat  and  good  commander  to  restrain 
-within  th^  bounds  ot  their  duty,  the  army  of  the" 
>ilevolut.on;  than  which  there  is  no  reason  to  hope 
^h^  preseut  will  be  more  patriotic.     Surely   it  is 
^m  to  be  desired  that  an  unusual  proport  on  of 
-YOBng  men,  of  ,uch  early  years  as  not  to  have 
;f  e,»orae  aciuainted  with  the  relations  and  duties 
jf  iciv.l  Ue,  shoud   be   drawn   into  the  Army 
J>e.sons  educated  Irom  childhood   in  a  camp  be- 
:to.ue  sold.ers  of  fortune,  .Qditferent  in  what  cause 
Ihey  employ  their  arms.     From  a  numerous  and 
^eteran  ara,y  danger  is  mostly  to  be  apprehended. 
J*'hen  the  oivil  power  rests  in  feeble  hands. 
^  The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Giles)  has  re- 
W  that  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  the  war  between 

^:/^;:L:r^t^:'^i:^^5:^-;^^:::^- 


a  regiment  of  London  apprentices.  Has  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  forgotten  the  artful  address 
used  by  that  hypocritical  tyrant,  to  entice  into 
his  army  the  youth  of  the  country;  and  then  to 
insinuate  himself,  by  all  methods  in  his  power 
into  their  confidence  and  affections?  The  same 
troops  who  put  down  the  royal  power  accom- 
panied their  ambitious  leader  to  the  House  of 
Parliament,  and  drove  from  their  seats  the  verr 
men  who  had  raised  him  to  power.  They  ena 
bled  Cromwell  to  establish  a  tyranny  so  odious 
and  oppressive,  that  the  English  nation  to  avoid 
It,  in  a  short  time,  surrendered  themselves  at  dis- 
cretion to  the  most  unprincipled  and  profiieale 
monarch  that  ever  sat  on  their  throne,  and  under 
him  patiently  bore  injuries  more  grievous  than 
those  for  which  they  had  brought  his  father  to 
the  block.  The  people  of  this  country  are  not 
niore  strongly  attached  to  liberty  than  the  En- 
glish were  at  the  time  of  Cromwell.  The  armr 
now  recommended  will  be  in  number  three-fold 
what  he  ever  possessed.  We  also  may  hereafter 
tind  a  Cromwfll  in  some  military  demagogue 
who  IS  now  flattering  the  people  with  professions 
ot  affection  and  devotion  to  their  cause. 

After   painting,  in   strong   colors,  ihi   distress 
and  danger  of  the  nation,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  said  that  strong  and  energetic  measures 
are  necessary  to  preserve  it  from  rum  ;  and  thai 
light  objections  ought  not  to  be  made.     It  seems 
to  be  supposed  that  those  who  shall  oppose  meas- 
ures, declared  to  be  brought  forward  for  that  pur- 
pose, will  have  the  appearance  of  opposing  the 
necessary  defence  of  the  country.     But,  however 
unpopular  that  course  may  be,   it  is   surely  our 
duty  to  examine  the  character  and  tendency  of  a 
measure  before  we  assent  to  ,t.     In  my  opinion, 
what  have  been  called  the  strong  and  energetic 
measures  of  the  Government,  have   caused  our 
present  distress,  and  nothing  but  a  change  can 
give  relief.     The  various  acts  composing  the  sys- 
tem  of  commercial   restrictions,  and  also  the  de- 
claration  of  war,  were,  in  their  respective  periods, 
demoninated  strong  and  energetic  measures.     All 
objections  against  them  were  deemed  li-ht  and 
mvial      Is  there   an   honest   man    in  the'  nation 
who  does  not   now  lament  that  those  objections 
were  not  heard  with  proper  attention?     All  the 

hen  foretdd.     What  was  then  prophecy  is  noir 
l»«<ory.     To  the  ill-judged  measure'^  of  Gove^n 
inent  may  be  traced  all  our  misfortunes.     Thev 
arose  from  a  war  unnecessarily  waged,  and  badly 
conducted;  and  have  been  increase^d  by  a  profuse 
waste  of  the  treasure,  and  by  a  destruction  of  the 
c  edi    of  the  nation.     W^hether  the  war  was  de- 
clared through  an  erroneous  estimation  of  injuries, 
suffered  from  a  foreign  nation,  or  for  the  purpose 
of    gratifying  a   lust   for   power  and    patronage, 
makes  little  difference  to  the  country.     The  Ad- 
ministration and  their  friends  are  united  in  opin- 
'on   that   the   terms  of  peace   which   they   fJave 
oneretJ  to  the  enemy,  provide  sufficiently  for  both 
iKe  honor  and  safety  of  the  country.     By  the^e 
terras  the  pretended  causes  of  the  war  are  aban- 
ooned.     If,  then,  without   obtaining  satisfaction 
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for  the  past,  or  security  for  the  future,  we  can 
honorably  and  safely  return  to  a  stale  of  peace, 
we  surely  raight,  with  equal  honor  and  safety, 
have  remained  in  that  condition.  Whatever, 
therefore,  were  the  injuries  suffered  from  Great 
Britain,  (and  I  have  never  deemed  them  incon- 
siderable.) it  was  unnecessary  and  unwise  to  de- 
clare war.  Should  a  nation,  extensively  con- 
nected in  intercourse  wiih  others,  make  every 
injury  sustained  a  cause  of  war,  it  would  never 
be  at  peace.  The  inquiry  ought  to  have  been, 
whether  the  injuries  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
could  not,  without  loss  of  honor,  be  borne,  and 
whether  we  had  the  means  of  obtaining  redress 
by  war.  The  Government  has  shown  no  more 
wisdom  or  prudence  in  conducting  the  war,  than 
in  declaring  it.  In  modern  times,  the  strength 
of  a  nation  tor  carrying  on  war  essentially  con- 
sists in  its  revenue.  An  empty  treasury,  the  con- 
sequence of  waste  and  mismanagement,  and  the 
total  loss  of  public  credit  are  the  immediate 
causes  of  the  present  distress.  When  the  Gov- 
ernment passed  into  the  bands  of  the  party  now 
in  power,  the  nation  enjoyed  peace  and  prosper- 
ity, an  extensive  commerce,  and  ample  revenues. 
After  having  procured  the  repeal  of  the  former 
internal  taxes,  so  abundant  was  the  income  Irom 
commerce  alone,  that  in  his  last  annual  .Message 
to  Congress  Mr.  Jefferson  gravely  recommended 
to  their  consideration  the  obtaining,  by  amend- 
ments of  the  Constitution,  more  enlarged  powers 
and  other  objects,  to  enable  the  Government  to 
expend  the  surplus  of  the  revenue.  All  the  causes, 
as  far  as  they  depended  on  foreign  nations,  which 
have  led  to  our  present  condition  then  existed. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  Adminis- 
tration proposed  their  plans  of  increased  revenue 
to  meet  the  increased  expenditures.  Their  sys- 
tem was  adopted  by  the  Legislature  in  its  full  ex- 
tent. Thus  far,  everything  demanded  has  been 
granted.  What,  then,  but  gross  mismanagement 
and  waste  can  have  produced  the  present  deplor- 
able condition  of  the  finances?  In  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  without  the  power  of  levying 
taxes,  or  in  any  way  commanding  the  resources 
of  the  nation,  the  Government  was  able  to  obtain 
loans  in  foreign  countries.  Now,  though  possess- 
ing all  the  rt-sources  necessary  for  sustaininfr 
credit.  Government  can  obtain  loans  neither  at 
home  nor  abroad.  Economy  and  good  manat^e- 
raent  then  gained  and  established  that  confidence 
which  waste  and  profusion  have  now  destroyed. 
The  debt  already  contracted  in  this  war  will  be 
found  to  be  double  in  amount  to  the  whole  debt 
of  the  United  States  at  the  end  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Instances  of  the  grossest  profusion 
are  constantly  occurring  in  every  department. 
The  cannon  designed  for  the  two  seventy-four 
gun  ships,  and  which  have  been  for  a  \on^  time 
wanted,  are  yet  to  be  transported  by  land  from 
Washington,  more  than  Hve  hundred  miles.  The 
mere  expense  of  transportation  far  exceeds  the 
sam  for  which  they  raight  be  made  in  the  vicin- 
ity and  delivered  at  the  places  where  wanted.  In 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  also  in  that  of 
1798  with   France,  cannon   in   abundance  were 


cast  in  New  England;  but  now,  though  proposed 
on  the  most  favorable  terms,  the  Government 
will  not  permit  a  gun  to  be  made  for  their  use  in 
that  section  of  the  Union.  Peculation  and  pro- 
fusion almost  universally  prevail,  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  could  not  be  borne  by  any  nation.  If  a 
remedy  be  not  soon  applied,  the  resources  of  the 
country  will  be  entirely  exhausted.  Without 
means  of  subsistence,  armies  are  worse  than  use- 
less; they  become  dangerous. 

The  military  force  of  the  country  has  been  no 
better  employed  than  its  pecuniary  means. 

The  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  Navy, 
and,  in  several  instances,  also  of  the  Army,  have 
merited  and  received  the  warmest  approbation  of 
the  nation.  Of  this,  however,  the  Executive 
Government  is  entitled  to  no  share.  In  awarding 
the  meed  of  praise  for  the  important  victories  in 
the  naval  battles  on  the  Lakes,  Erie  and  Chara- 
plain,  truth  compelled  you  to  declare,  that  they 
were,  in  both  instances,  gained  over  a  superior 
hostile  force.  The  Government  merits  censure, 
instead  of  praise,  for  exposing  to  such  imminent 
hazard  the  great  interest  slaked  on  the  issue  of 
those  battles.  On  Lake  Ontario,  also,  the  enemy 
has  been  permitted  to  gain  a  decided  superiority 
of  force.  The  fleet,  built  and  equipped  thereat 
great  expense,  has  become  useless.  Instead  of 
protecting  our  own  shores  from  the  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  a  large  land  force  is  now  employed  in 
defending  the  fleet  from  threatened  destruction. 
The  ships  of  war  on  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic 
are  mostly  laid  up  in  the  various  harbors,  and  de- 
fended by  bodies  of  militia  at  enormous  expense. 
Ample  appropriations  were  last  year  made,  not 
only  for  all  the  vessels  then  in  commission,  but 
also  for  putting  into  service  two  new  seventy- 
four  gun  ships  and  three  frigates.  These  appro- 
priations have  been  disregarded.  The  naval  ser- 
vice on  the  Atlantic,  and  also  the  defence  of  the 
seaboard  seem  to  be  abandoned.  The  enemy  has 
occupied  more  than  a  hundred  miles  of  the  east- 
ern seacoast  of  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  in- 
cluding one  of  the  best  harbors  and  naval  stations 
in  the  United  States,  ail  which  was  defended  by 
less  than  one  hundred  troops.  Of  so  little  im- 
portance has  tnis  appeared  to  the  Government, 
that  the  President,  whose  duty  it  is  to  lay  before 
the  Legislature  information  of  the  state  of  the 
Union,  omitted  even  to  mention  it  in  his  Message 
at  the  opening  of  the  session.  Not  a  movement 
has  been  made  to  regain  that  valuable  territory; 
but  the  enemy  is  left  to  fortify  and  secure  it  at 
his  leisure. 

The  military  force,  instead  of  defending  the 
country,  has  been  em[>loyed  in  the  idle  and  fruit- 
less attempt  to  conquer  the  provinces  of  Cana  la. 
With  their  ^hole  power  bent  to  that  object,  dur- 
ing three  campaigns,  the  Government  have  lost 
theif  two  principal  fortresses,  Niagara  and  Mi- 
chiliraackinac,  and  gained  nothing.  Still,  this 
wild  project  is  to  be  pursued.  Tiie  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  report,  announces  the  intention  of 
the  Administration,  with  a  hundred  thousand 
regular  troops,  '"to  touch  the  teelmgs  and  excite 
the  apprehensions  of  the  British  Government  by 
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These  are  bold 


Friday.  Noyember  18. 
Mr.  King,  from  ihe  committee   to  whom  was 


puifiioe  the  war  into  Canada."     

''--r-fl!7r'*7  "'^''^  lately   without  drawmg  a  ,„,.  ^,^„    ,,,,^  ,„,  committee   to  whom  was 

8W<.fd,,fled   la  d  sraay  and   disgrace   from  their  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorizeThe 

ow.,    Cjap.tol.   before   a    handful    of  the   enemy.  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in 

Thjy  jiow,  ID  pompous  language,  promise  forth-  ,,„  office  to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses  -reported 

wi.^    .,  °^"T  '7  P^o^'^ces,  and  then  ascend  ,,  ^„h  amendments,  whTch  were  con    dered  rs  m 

th.  j,l.ms  of  Abraham,  and  storm  the  strongest  Committee  of  the  Whoie.and  agreeS    oHnd   he 

fot^res.  on  our  continent.     Rashness  in  counsel.  p,^,,ozsT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  amend! 

and,^in9beciliiy   in   execution    do   not  constitute  ed  accordin<T|y                                 «=  Huuse  amena 

T:!?'  r'pfn?    '°    ?'^"^'^^"^'-'-  .C""    'h^    "«i'°."  On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 

lon^r/epose  confidence  in  such  counsels?     Is  u  g,,,,ed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 

3'i?hd  iJ^Zl??     our  utmost  resources  m  ^j  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatWe. 

we^aMext.avagant  projects,  in  which  past  ex-  xhe   resolution   for   furni>hin-   the   American 

perr4nce  der»troys  even  the  hope  of  future  success?  a..-                o                    luiuiue,    n^^^'uerican 

thU.c^nques,  if  Canada  should  in  my  opinmn  TilZZ  L"^of^^:'fn^'°'^'^  '  u  ^^r^'^ 
nevHr  have  been  undertaken  ;  and  the  idleaitempt  SL  theif  o  Xr  w^!  ±'i'^°l  "  /"^''^'''^  ""■ 
ougtjt  immediately  to  be   abandoned.     Already.         Vi %   '  "'  a  'V'^  '""'•     r    . 

tooV.ch  blood  and  treasure  have  been  wLted  Whole  the  ^nnT"^r  '  "' r\^lT'''''  l^  '^' 
in  tfce  pursuit  of  an  object,  which,  were  it  desira-  ,  the  p''   it ,?"?'?.  *,^  ^'  ?'"  '°  '^!^°"" 

ble.^ainot  be  at.anud.     Withou't  a  naval  force.      J^  f/Je  J   StJ.P     ^hh"  T  'V''  rT 

to  cv'rainand  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  ,  heir  re^e L.t  nun,?,  of  '  'Jk"  '^r°V^°' 
pref  n^  the  a.r.val  of  troops  and  supplies,  as  they  [or  'hpTfir.  TlV  ~7  ^"T^"^  r"?''"'! 
m4\,\  wanted.  Canada 'cannot   be   conqueredV  gt^te    asfrenH./-   i^ 

By  ^u-4ns  of  .uch  force,  the  British  succeeded  m  |  thlV  ;;,r.  J  '   f  .'  ^o'  ^»*^'°?.»>^^°  ^^'^ 

wJeiUug  those;  provinces  from  France;  and  f^,  I  "^" ''"^^"'J*^^,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

watii  of  it,  weTailed  in  our  attempt,   iu  the  war  ;  

of  lite  Jievolution,  when  the  regular  troops  there  '■  Saturday,  November  I'J. 

werff  f«iw,  and  the  inhabitants  almost  universally  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
indioodiofavor  us.  For  the  prosecution  of  this;  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for 
frulsesrohject.  I  wiUgivenoaid.  .furnishing    the  American    Antiquarian    Societr 

i'^r  Jhe   necessary  and  proper  defence  of  the  j  with  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Con^res.  and  of 
cou<ftry,  neither  men  nor   pecuniary  means  are.     the  documents  published  under  ihei^order-  and 
in  r^  opinioD.  to  be  withheld.     Even  to  the  pres-  i  no  amendment  having  been    proposed,  it  passed 
ent  Administration,  so  long  as  they  continue  to  :  to  the  third  reading  y    r        ^       i 

be   clothed   with    Constitutional   authority,  and  |      The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
shatt  not  have;  given  the   rnost  unequivocal  and  ,  to  authorize  the  Commis>ioner  of  the  Revenue 
decjive  evidence  j>f  having  abandoned  that  de-  ,  to  cause  aclerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  si.rning 
r.*^''  I,  M  P"'P"^^'  and   restricted  to  |  licenses,"  having  been  reported  correct,  the  bill 

ud'rl^T.^'T  "'  "^r,^'^"''^  ^'.  necessary  ,  wa.  read  a  thir'd  time  as^mended.  and  pass  d 
undfr  a  wise  und  prudent  Administration.  Such  '  with  amendments;  and.  on  motion  the  tiJe  was 
^ratgs,  however,  must  be  within  the  limits,  and  ,  amended  to  read  as  follows:  'An  actauthorizTng 
ma|l  respect,  according  to  the  provisions  of  .he  I  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  appoint  a  clerk 
?reirT;  ^"^T'^  those  limits,  under  no  -  m  the  office' of  the  Comm.sLnerTfte  Rev 
SkIi  I  .K  *^'^'^"'",^'»"/^^-  't'''  ;  consent  to  go.  enue,  with  power  to  sign  licenses." 
Sh.^  d  the  nat.onal  aefence  be  abandoned  by  the  j  Mr.  Horsey  submitFed  the  following  motions 
Ge,|^rai  Government,  1  trust  the  people,  ,f  still  |  for  consideration  :  ' 

reta^iog  a  guod  portion  of  their  resources,  may 


rail 


uoder  their  State  Governments  against  for- 


railfcuoder  their  S 

eigt|iiivasioni  and  reiy  with  contidenc^  on  their 

owi^courage  jind  virtue 


Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stttet 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  expenditures  on  account 
of  the  national  armories,  and  the  number  of  arm* 
made  and  repaired  at  each  of  the  said  armories  since 
the  2d  day  of  April,  1794. 

Resolted,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested   to  cause  to  be  laid   before  the  Senate  a 


Tiii'HSDAV,  November  17. 

Tye  resolution    brought   up  yesterday  for  con-     i-^»..w   .„  .au.c  vu  oc-  laiu   oeiore  the  Senate  i 

curiSinc^  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  I  *^»tement  of  the  number  of  arms  and  equipmenU  pur- 
'^  ^J'^L  ;  chased  or  manufactured  by  or  on  account  of  the  Uni- 

*V  jSenatr  ^resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  I  ^^'^  States;  as,  also,  of  the  number  transmitted  to 
W^i^le.jthe  ccn;<iderai:on  of  the  bill  to  authorize  i  ^*^^  '^'*'®  ""'^  Territory,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  23d 
the:3,'»r4sident  i^f  the  United  States  to  call  upon  i  ■'^^"''  '**^'*'  *"'  ■rming  the  whole  body  of  the  militia; 
the~4.'Vtrral  Siades  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  ■  '^^ethcr  with  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  on  ac- 

res|il:iive  quotas  of thousand  militia,  for  the  i  ""^^ ''/  *i^^*''^  *"""  ""'^  equipments. 

deffice;ol  thejfrontiers  of  the  United  States-  ^'^^^'^"^  ^  hat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
andrJui^dry  arai-ndmenis  havin^  been  a^rreed  t..'  ^  '^«^4"e8t«d  to  cause  to  be  Jaid  before  the  Senate  a 
on   4otJon,   by  .Mr.  Giles,  the  "bill,  a-  amended'  i  f""^™""'-  "^'t'.'""?.  '^^  ''hole  number  of  arms  be- 

warLrv^ered   to  be  printed    fur  ih^   ^TT,h^^;'^^^^"^'''''^^''''^^^ 

Seri/ve.  *  ^^    the     fit  from  what  are  unfit  for   immediate    use;  as,  alao, 

;T  '  showing   the  number  distributed   for  the  use  oi  ihe 
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armies  or  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  the  number  loaned  or  sold  to  the  Stales  and  Ter- 
ritories respectively. 

MILITIA  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  Id  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  call  upon 
the  .several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 

respective  quotas  of  thousand   militia,  for 

the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  strike  out  the 
seventh  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows  : 

Sir.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  militia, 
while  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  L'nited  States,  nor  beyond  the 
limitu  of  Ihe  State  or  Territory  furnishing  the  same, 
and  the  limits  of  an  adjoining  State  or  Territory;  ex- 
cept that  the  militia  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
may  be  required  to  serve  in  the  defence  and  for  the 
protection  of  Louisiana." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  6, 
nays  25,  as  follows: 

^'•'*» — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Dana,  Hunter, 
Varnum,  and  Walker. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit, 
Daggett.  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Golds- 
boroug^,  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  .Mor- 
row, KoberU,  Robinson,  Smith,  Taylor,  .Thompson, 
Turner,  Wharton,  and  Worlhington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsrorough,  to  strike  ! 
out  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows:  i 

"  8bc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  after  the  I 
classification  of  the  militia  ax  aforesaid,  any  three  ; 
classes  within  any  State  or  Territory  which  shall  fur-  j 
niah,  according  to  law,  two  effective  able-bodied  re-  ; 
cruits.  to  serve  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  dur-  i 
ing  the  war.  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  the  mihtia  ' 
aenrice  required  by  this  act ;  and,  to  aid  them  in  this  I 
respect,  such  recruits  shall  be  entitled,  respectively,  to  ' 
receive  the  bounty  in   money  and  land,  according  to 

the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  «.\n  act ,  which 

is  allowed  to  other  recruits  respectively,  for  the  Army 
of  the  United  Stales;  and  m  all  cases  where  recruits 
shall  be  furnished  as  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  some  recruiting  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates,  who  shall  immediately  give  bis  receipt 
therefor  on  account  of  the  classes  furnishing  them, 
*n(l  shall  forthwith  report  the  same  to  the  Department 
of  War,  specifying  m  such  report  the  names  and  de- 
scription of  such  recruits  respectively,  .ind  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  classes  of  the  militia  furnishing  the  same  ; 
wherpupon,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War  to  grant,  without  delay,  to 
such  classes,  a  certificate  of  exemption  from  the  militia 
service  required  by  this  act;  which  certificate  shall,  to 
all  intenu  and  purposes,  be  good  and  available  to  them 
for  their  absolute  exemption  therefrom." 

It  was  dfiermined    in    t!ie   negative — yeas  11, 
nays  19,  as  follows: 

„^'**"— J^^*"*"-  l^aggeit,  Dana,  GoIdsborough.Gore, 
Horsey.  Hunter,  King.  Lambert,  Mason.  Thompson, 
and  Varnum. 

,,  ^'*"— M"«rH.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown, Chace, 
Condit,  fromentin,  (Jerman,  Giles,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
Robert.,  Smith,  Tail,  Taylor.  Turner,  Walker,  Whar- 
ton, and  Worthington. 


And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Sen- 
ate amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GoLDaBOHODGH,  to  add  a 
new  section  to  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  Sic  1 1.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re« 
cruiU  raised  by  the  classes  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  sob- 
stituled  for,  and  employed  in  the  service  intended  to 
be  performed  by,  the  militiamen  contemplated  by  this 
act  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  classes." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Goldsbor- 
ough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
and  Thompson. 

Nats.— .Messrs.  .Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  La',ock,' 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tail,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Varnum,  Walker,  Wharton,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 


Monday,  November  21. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  made  the  19ih  instant,  by  Mr.  Horset, 
which  were  amended  and  agreed  to.  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
i  Senate  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  expendi- 
I  tures  on  account  of  the  national  armories,  and 
I  the  number  of  arras  made  and  repaired  at  each  of 
[  the  said  armories  since  the  2d  day  of  April  1794. 

Resolced.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  number  of  arms  and 
equipments  purchased  or  manufactured  by,  or  on 
accountof.  the  United  Siates.in  virtue  of  iheactof 
April  23,  1808:  as.  aUo,  of  the  number  transmitted 
loeach  State  and  Territory,  for  arming  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia;  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  said  arms  and 
equipments. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  exhibiting  the  whole  number 
of  arms  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  distin- 
guishing what  are  fit  from  what  are  unfit  for  im- 
mediate use;  as.  also,  showing  the  number  dis- 
tributed for  the  use  of  the  armies  or  militia  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  other  than  those  dis- 
tributed under  the  act  of  23d  April,  1808,  and  the 
numlit-r  lo  ined  or  sold  to  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries respectively. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted   States  to  call  upon    the  several    States  and 
Territories  thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of 
thousand  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read* 
a  third  time,  and  further  amended  by  un;inimous 
consent;  and   the   blanks  having   been  filled,  on 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Brent,  it  was  agreed  to  lake  the  question  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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*iy  Tuesday,  November  22. 

^jA|  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
i^Corjned  the  Senaie  that  the  House  have  passed 
»■  j-ej»()lution  appointing  a  committee  on  their  part 
lu.  join  suclj  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on 
tlie  part  of  ti.e  Sen;ite,  to  inquire  and  report  whe- 
ti^r  Congress  may  not  be  more  conveniently  ac- 
Ciinrdodaied;  either  by  an  alteration  of  the  pres- 
^1^  ciiarabers,  or  by  procuring  other  rooms  within 
^^yo^venien?  distance  of  the  public  office?;  in 
h  resohiltion  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
'enate. 


I    MlLITlA  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

^he  Sena<e  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bijl  [o  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
Siitt^s  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
Icijiei  thereof  for  tneir  respective  quotas  of 


ll&u.'jand  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
oilthce  United  States. 

jKlr.  Gore  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
T|iere  is  no  truth  more  evident  than  that  the 
g'fieral,  sovereign, and  uncontrolled  power  of  the 
st^'er>i)  Siatfs,  over  the  militia,  remains  with 
th::in; respectively, except  in  certain  specified  cases, 
ijj^Mrlnch  ilie  Congress  has  authority  to  provide 
fW  calling  <»ijt  this  force,  which,  while  50  called 
iftlo-;he  service  of  the  United  States  is  subject  to 
y<j''J^^ Government,  preserving  always  their  offi- 
cers ]and  militia  organization,  and  excluding 
fri^TijiJihe  conimand  all  other  officers,  except  only 
lid-  ftresident  of  th«;  United  Slates. 

vThe  cases  are.  when  in>urrections  exist,  when 
tK^Maws  of  the  Union  cannot  Le  executed  by  the 
Ci^i I  powers  when  an  invasion  is  made, 
vr  "The  Congress  may  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
itiiili*  to  execute  the  laws,  to  suppress  insurrections, 
t«;rep(el  invanion." 

^oV  no  other  purposes  can  the  United  Slates 
Ojjil  ehem  forth,  in  no  other  service  can  they  re- 
qjjjirei  their  aid. 

^'  Tile  Congress  may  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
I'oJ,  ^nd   disciplining   the   militia,  and  for  governing 

§h  jiart  of  them  as  may  be  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
S^ates,  reserving  to  the  iStates  respectively  the  ap- 
niticnt  of  the  olficers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
njihtia,  according-  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
u^igjess." 

jTh*  power  of  organizing  and  disciplining  the 
il^i'iia  seems. 10  hive  been  granted  for  the  pur- 
ptVe  ot  enabling  this  force  to  operate  efficiently. 
T^at,  when  called  to  act,  the  militia  of  the  seve- 
rw-;S|ates  might  mana;uvre  alike,  and  having  the 
Si<*ie  military  language  and  ideas,  might  under- 
sT{,i)d  and  comprehend  each  other,  as  well  as  the 
oi-.lers  of  thfcir  superiors,  and  be  usefully  combined 
tc;  egret  the  object  proposed. 

j.Tii^l  Congress  should  provide  for  arming  the 
TivBiirja  was  necessary  to  place  them  in  a  condi- 
tijui'to  act  as  soldiers;  for  if  be  not  a  contradic- 
ts 10  call  militia  without  arms,  soldiers,  it  is 
a^^mmg  very  much  the  character  of  a  petty 
(j-^ftixfln  poteniate,  ambitious  of  military  fame, 
V$o  procurt-d  a  large  number  of  wax  figures  in 
iKSflike  attitude  and  habiliment,  which  he  called 


his  army,  and  then  fancied  himself  equal  to  his 
more  wealthy  neighbors,  who,  at  great  expense, 
supported  a  large  body  of  soldiers  of  flesti  and 
blood,  well  armed  and  accoutred.  We  are  told 
by  well  informed  Senators  on  this  fioor,  that  the 
United  States  are  unable,  that  the  Slates  respec- 
tively are  unable,  that  the  individuals  themselves 
are  unable,  to  arm  the  militia. 

I  truly  hope,  sir,  that  this  picture  of  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  our  country  is  founded  in 
error.  If  it  be  not,  it  is  a  very  important  addi- 
tion to  that  mass  of  evidence  which  is  daily 
crowding  on  our  minds,  of  the  fatal  improvidence 
of  engaging  in  this  destructive  war. 

If  It  be  not  in  the  power  of  the  nation,  nor  of 
the  several  States,  nor  of  the  individuals,  to  pro- 
vide arms  for  eighty  thousand  militia,  why  call 
them  forth  to  eat  the  bread  of  idleness,  and  pro- 
vide the  certain  means  of  victory  to  our  foe,  and 
defeat  to  ourselves?  Why  continue  to  propagate 
delusion  ?  Why  this  empty  boast  of  taking  Can- 
ada, of  expelling  the  British  from  every  foot  of 
the  Continent,  and  dictating  ihe  conditions  of 
peace  to  the  Court  of  London  ? 

Believe  me.  sir,  rather  believe  ihe  accounts, 
which  are  pouring  into  this  desolated  capital  by 
every  mail,  from  every  quarter  and  corner  of  the 
country,  that  blind  confidence,  which,  trusting  to 
proclamations  and  the  extravagant  vaunts  of  ig- 
norance and  indolence,  has  delivered  this  cene- 
rous  people  a  prey  to  the  weakest  of  men^  and 
the  worst  of  passions,  is  fast  dissipating,  and  will 
soon  cease  to  hide  from  ihem  the  dreadful  abyss 
into  which  they  have  been  plunged,  and  the  enor- 
mity of  those  delinquencies  which  have  impov- 
erished, dishonored,  and  degraded  them. 

Whether  it  be  true  or  not.  that  the  people  are 
capable  of  arming  themselves,  or  ihe  Stales  of 
providing  the  arms,  there  is  no  good  reason  for 
receiving  men  who  come  without  arms  and  equip- 
ments, and  ihus  filling  your  muster  rolls  with 
buch  beings,  as,  in  no  sense  of  the  word,  can  be 
considered  soldiers,  but  mere  cormorants,  to  de- 
vour the  remnant  of  sustenance,  which  can  yet 
be  wrung  from  this  industrious  nation,  whom 
pre-jumpiuous  folly  has  rendered  bankrupt. 

We  too  well  know  the  fact,  that  great,  rich, 
and  powerful  States  issue  forth  unarmed  legions, 
and  boast  of  having  complied  with  requisitions 
for  soldiers  to  fight  the  battles  of  iheir  country. 

We  are  told  that  the  Executive  provides  such 
men  with  arms  and  eijuipments.  Where  the 
authority  is  to  be  found  for  thus  lavoriog  any 
State  I  am  yet  to  learn.  If  allowed  to  some,  and 
not^to  all,  II  is  unequal,  and  therefore  unjust. 

Further,  sir.  some  years  since  a  law  was  enacted, 
appropriating  an  annual  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  of  arms  to  be  distributed  among  ihe 
States.  To  certain  favored  States  arms  were 
supplied,  to  others  none.  The  neglected  Stales 
have  lately  received  a  small  part  of  their  propor- 
tion. Wtience  was  derived  the  authority  thus  to 
discriminate,  lo  favor  some  States,  and  neglect 
others,  is  unknown  to  me.  Sure  I  am  it  is  con- 
sistent neither  with  policy  nor  justice. 
It  is.  however,  of  the  same  character  wiib  that 
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justice,  or  rather  injustice,  which  famishes  arms 
and  equipments,  rations  and  wages,  to  the  un- 
armed soldiers  of  some  of  the  States,  while  it  re- 
fuses'provisions  and  payment  to  soldiers,  well 
armed  and  equipped,  who  are  called  forth  to  de- 
fend others,  and  afford  that  protection  which  the 
United  States  had  expressly  guarantied  to  them, 
but  have  totally  neglected.  An  attempt  is  made 
to  Justify  this  refusal,  on  pretensions  the  most 
unrounded  and  illegitimate,  on  pretensions  set  up 
in  violation  of  that  principle  in  the  Constitution 
which  insures  to  the  respective  States  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers  of  the  militia. 

I  have  said  that  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  to  govern  the  militia  exists  only  when  ihe 
militia  is  in  their  service. 

The  United  States  cannot  govern  the  militia, 
cannot  train  them,  until  in  their  service,  and  even 
then  the  States,  respectively,  have  the  exclusive 
power  of  appointing  their  officers.  The  Consti- 
tution makes  but  one  exception  to  this  exclusive 
Eower.  that  is  in  favor  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  is  declared  to  be  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  militia,  when  in  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States.  There  is  not  a  tittle  of  au- 
thority for  any  other  officer  of  the  United  States 
to  assume  the  command  of  the  militia.  Thus 
sacredly  is  the  right  of  the  several  States  to  their 
railitia  guarded  and  secured.  There  is  no  power 
of  the  individual  States,  so  positively  and  emphat- 
ically reserved.  The  other  powers  of  the  several 
Slates  depend  on  the  principle,  that  what  is  not 
granted  is  retained,  confirmed  by  an  express  slip 
ulation.  that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States,  nor  prohibited  by  it  lo  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  Stales  respectively,  or  to  the 
people  ;  but  this  authority  of  the  respective  States 
over  their  railitia.  recognised  in  the  Constitution 
as  '•  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  Slate,"  over 
and  above  the  force  attached  to  il  by  this  sound 
principle,  is  guarantied  and  hedged  about  by  all 
the  securities  and  guards  that  language  could  pre- 
scribe; and  if  it  can  be  invaded,  and  by  ihe  hon- 
orable members  of  this  Senate,  the  Constitutional 
guardians  of  the  rights  and  sovereignties  of  the 
States,  there  is  an  end  of  all  security  from  Con- 
stitutions on  paper,  and  we  may  resign  ourselves 
to  the  contempt  and  ridicule  of  the  weakest  as 
well  as  the  wisest  of  men. 

All  the  other  oflTspring  of  their  sovereignty  they 
had  resigned,  and  have  already  attended  them  to 
that  grave  which  has  swallowed  up  much  of  the 
honor,  most  of  the  property,  and  all  the  public 
credit  of  the  nation.  This  the  States  would  not 
surrender,  but  in  great  emergency,  and  for  very 
limited  periods,  always  keeping  them  within  their 
own  sight,  under  their  immediate  and  vigilant 
inspection,  and  under  the  peculiar  care  if  officers 
in  whom  they  had  a  special  confidence,  and  who 
could  look  to  1^1  alone  for  patronage  and  sup- 
port, that  the  aWctions  of  the  men  rnight  not  be 
alienated  from  their  parent  State.  On  this  force 
do  the  Slates  depend  for  protection  and  support, 
in  every  peril  that  can  be  imagined  from  domes- 
tic violence  or  foreign  invasion,  and  in  that  dread- 
ed event,  which  God  grant  may  never  happen,  of 
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the  powers  which   they   had  surrendered   being 
turned  to  the  destruction  of  their  own  liberties. 

Every  one,  sir,  who  will  attentively  examine 
and  consider  tlie  language  of  the  Constitution ; 
who  will  bring  to  his  mind,  either  by  recollection 
or  reading,  what  passed  in  the  several  States  when 
this  instrument  was  presented  lo  them  for  accept- 
ance, will  be  satisfied  that  I  have  not  miscon- 
ceived nor  misconstrued  the  views  of  those  who 
framed,  or  of  those  who  ratified,  ihis  gram  of 
power  to  the  United  Stales. 

As  there  is  no  pretence  that  insurrections  exist, 
or  that  the  laws  cannot  be  executed,  and  there  is' 
reason  for  expecting  invasion,  it  is  presumed  that 
the  bill  is  bottomed  on  that  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  authorizes  Congress  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion.  Oa 
this  ground  it  is  to  be  inferred,  for  the  bill  no- 
where mentions  this  to  be  the  object  of  the  requi- 
sition which  it  authorizes  the  President  to  make 
for  eighty  thousand  militia,  to  serve  for  two  years. 
The  service  to  which  they  are  called,  according 
to  the  title,  is  to  protect  the  frontiers  against  in- 
vasion. Now.  sir.  I  contend  Congress  has  no 
authority  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia, 
to  serve  for  two  years,  in  protection  of  the  fron- 
tier^. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion.  What  is 
the  intent  of  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  which 
grant  this  power,  compared  with  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  instrument,  and  the  duties  of  the 
United  Stales?  To  repel  invasion,  means  to  re- 
sist and  drive  back  a  sudden  and  hostile  incur- 
sion. On  an  expected  irruption,  the  militia  might 
naturally  be  presumable  to  be  the  only  force  at 
command  ;  and,  from  the  interests  they  had  at 
stake,  might  be  expected  to  act  with  promptitude 
and  vigor.  Experience  liad  shown  that  to  such 
service,  short  in  duration,  sudden  and  urgent  in 
emergency,  they  were  well  adapted;  while  for 
long  campaigns,  and  extended  limes  of  service, 
they  were  altogether  unfit.  Unprepared  by  dis- 
cipline, by  regular  and  constant  subordination,  to 
support  the  fatigues  and  privations  of  a  camp, 
such  a  force  would  be  most  incompetent  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  protracted  warfare.  The 
militia  consists  of  men  of  all  professions  and  of 
all  conditions.  The  enterprise  of  the  merchant, 
the  useful  and  indispensable  labor  of  the  agricul- 
turist, the  steady  diligence  of  the  mechanic,  are 
all  sacrificed  by  calling  them  to  act  the  part  of 
soldiers,  for  which  most  of  them  are  singularly 
disqualified,  and  all  their  various  branches  of  pro- 
ductive industry  are  ruined,  to  do  that  badly 
which  a  small  portion  of  their  earnings  could 
procure  to  be  well  done.  The  Constitution  never 
intended  that  the  militia  should  prosecute  the 
general  purposes  of  war ;  it  did  not  intend  that 
this  should  be  ihe  force  relied  on  for  permanent 
defence  and  jirolection  against  invasion;  for  the 
instrument  expressly  guaranties  to  every  State, 
mat  the  United  States  would  protect  each  of  them 
against  invasion.  Such  protection  could  be  af- 
forded only  by  siiips  of  war.  and  fortresses,  well 
armed  and  manned.     This  could  not  be  done  by 


n 


I 


..'! 


^ 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


100 


SiiN^TB. 


='i-:.i. 


Militia  of  the  United  States. 


November,  1814. 


thv  militia  oC,  the  several  Slates,  over  which  the 
U^iiied  Staitis  have  no  control,  except  a  very 
IiiT\ited  one,  and  in  certain  specified  cases,  which 
dciSnot  includie  that  of  protecting  against  inva- 
sioji,  but  onlj'  that  of  repelling  invasion  which 
ac^Jajly  exists 


the  Constitution  authorizes  a  call  by  the  United 
States  for  ihe  militia  of  the  several  States. 

Although  the  men  may  possibly  be  suffered  to 
repel  an  invasion,  this  is  nowhere  mentioned  as 
any  part  of  their  duty,  or  any  portion  of  the  ser- 
vice they  are   expected    to  perform.     They  are 


_       -_    ,  , ,^.^.  mtj   ttic   cAjjcciru    lu  periomi,      1  hey  are 

^h^  section  that  insures  to  each  State  protec-  !  called  out  generally  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
ti.^  against  invasion,  confirms  the  meaning  1  tiers,  that  is,  to  protect  against  invasion  a  duty 
ha.ve  given  t(j  the  terras  rcp^/ i/jra»io7i.  [specially  imposed   on   the   United   States    bv  an 

i'hc  Uniie^l  States  are  bound,  not  only  to  pro-    express  provision   of  the   Consinuiion    and  one 
teJi  each  of  the  States  from  invasion,  but  also  to  |  very  different  from  that,  viz  :  to  repel'  invasion 
provide  for  tjie   common   defence.     This  cannot  |  which  the  militia  is  bound  to  perform  at  the  re- 
bvjfclooe  by  t|e  mihiia.   but   must   be  by  regular  i  quisition  of  the  United  States, 
allies,  whicp  they  have  power  to  raise  for  any        I  therefore  cannot   refrain   from   pronouucin^r 
lejgth  of  iiiT'e,  on  whatever  conditions  they  may  '  this   bill   unconstitutional,  and   in   derogation  of 
ph>i8«   to   prescribe  and    under  whatever  officers    rights  positively  reserved  to  the  severalSlates 
Ibtty  may  choose  to  appoint.     The  militia   does  i      The  second   section   provides  for  classing  the 
m.x   belong   (o   the   United   States;  they  cannot  '  men,  and  procuring  the  number  wanted,  by  con- 
evfn  train  ilwm,  nor  appoint  their  officers.     The  ;  tract  or  compui>ion. 

m4lii«  belong  to  the  several  States.  It  is  called  The  United  States  have  no  authority  to  govern 
lll4  tnilitia  01  the  several  Slates  in  the  very  clause  the  militia,  or  even  to  train  them,  until  they  are 
ofjihc  Constaution  which  constitutes  the  Presi-  in  their  service.  This  right  is  reserved  to  the 
dfftt  pommander-in-Chief  of  this  force  when  in  '  States  respectively.  By  this  bill  the  United  States 
thf  actual  service  of  the  United  Slates.  undertake  to  govern  the  militia  previously  to  their 

frothing  oDuld  be  more  strange  than  to  suppose  i  being  brouglit  into  their  service,  and  to  direct  the 
tfjjt  the  Constitution  imposed  a  duty  of  this  im-  '  mode  by  which  they  shall  be  called  forth  that  is 
ptttaoce  on  '^ne  power,  and  looked  to  the  forces  to  distribute  the  whole  militia  of  each  State  into 
orunpther  [o;r  its  performance,  over  which  forces  classes,  and  oblige  each  class,  voluntarily  raised 
tkv'  p^wer  ()»i  whom  this  obligation  rested  had  by  their  order,  to  hire  a  man,  or  submit  to  a 
nnr  so  much  control  as  to  appoint  their  officers.  {  draught, 
orrvcn  trairi  them.  This  is  the  first  step  on  the  odious  ground  of 

^t  would  be  equally  strange,  and  more  unjust,  !  conscripiion  ;  a  plan.  Mr,  winch  never  will  and 
lo;pr«rsurae,  afier  the  several  Stales  had  granted     never  ought  to  be  subniilled  lo  by  this  country 
toMhe  United  Slates   unlimiled    powers   to  raise    while  it  retains  one  idea  of  civil  Ireedom— a  plan 
artjiies,  and  resources  competent  to  meet  the  ex-    --^ir,  which,  if  attempted,  will  he  resisted  by  many 
pemes    in    return    lor   which    the  United   States    States,  and  at  everv  hazard.     In   my  judgment 
otjigfd   themselves  to  provide  for   the  common     >ir.  it  >hould  be  resisted  hy  all  who  have  any  re- 
d.Jence,  and  to  protect  each  State  against  inva-    gard  to  public  liberty  or  the  rights  of  the  several 
s.tn,  that  the  United  Stales  could   rightfully  call    States. 

OiitheseverJ  States  to  make  this  common  de-  This  provision  to  class  the  militia  into  divisions 
tejce,  and  protect  themselves  respectively  against  and  take  from  each  an  individual  by  compulsion' 
inf  asion,  with  the  very  force  which,  in  lerms  the  will  appear  to  be  introduced  merely  for  the  nur- 
mt.st  unequivocal,  they  had  reserved  for  their  pose  of  familiarizing  this  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
**^?"^P°"f-        ,,     ^  proccssto  the  minds  of  men.  by  making  the  first 

»Ahe  anguageol  the  Constitution  never  can  be  ,  motion,  in  a  manner  presumed  to  be  the  least  dis- 
tojtured  ini*  such  absurd  contradictions,  nor  to  gusiing,  under  the  direction  of  Stale  officers  and 
ei^ctsuch  loanifest  injustice;  yet  this  bill  can  only  on  the  militia,  for  purposes  pretendedl'y  le- 
bt/^supported;on  no  other  construction.  It  author-  giiimaie,  as  respects  that  body,  and  for  an  obieci 
izjs  a  requisition  on  the  several  States  for  their  the  most  inieresiing  to  them,  the  defence  of  their 
m^liua  10  delend  the  frontiers,  that  IS.  for  the  com-  "wn  firesides.  The  people  readily  discern  that 
rojntJefence.and  for  the  protection  of  each  State  the  next  step  will  be  for  a  con^cr.plion  for  any 
a^irlst  inva^on.  Dunes  the  United  Stales  have  purpose,  and  by  any  individual  desi\Tnaied  by  the 
aojenjnly  coutracled  to  perform  for  those  Slates.    General  Government.  "  ' 

oi,  w.ftom  th^  call  is  now  made  to  do  it  for  them-        The  honey  on   the  edges  of  the  cup  will  not 

^Jr^r.K  k.i         L  il»'*gu's«  the  bitterness  of  the  venomous  dru2  at  lis 

Jturther,  tae    bill  authorizes    the   President  to    bottom.     The  veil,  sir.  is  too  thin  to  conceal  the 
rr^kt;  tbis  requisition  of  militia  to  serve  for  ^wo    hideous  monster,  which  to  be  hated  to  be  avoided 
y.^rs,      1  here  IS  not  a  particle  of  authority  in  the    to  be  destroyed,  needs  but  to  be  seen 
Constitution  to  justify  a  call  for  their  service  tor        I  know  of  no  purpose,  I  can  conceive  of  none 
rTn^fy";*  '''"'  '^^  ^^^""^  contemplated  in  the    for  making  this  bill,  but  lo  introduce  provisions 

C«ns.tution.is  attained  the  power  of  the  United  as  the  crounJ-work  for  other  schemes,  which 
Syteji  ceas^:.  Its  authority  over  the  militu  is  have  l>een  introJuced  a  iitlle  prematurely  and 
spjnt.  If  yog  can  require  them  for  two,  you  may  before  this  deluded  people  can  be  brou-ht  o  re- 
fci  ten  yearv  during  ihe  war,  or  for  life.  ,  ceive  the  last  chain   which  shall  bind^hem  to 

f  either  in. terms  nor  in  fact,  is  this  requisition  ,  the  unreleniing  w,ii  of  despotism.     Laws  are  now 
m^de,  to  provide  lor  any  of  the  case,  in  which  '  m  full  force,  which  provide  for  bringing  forth 


< 


1 


101 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


102 


November,  1814. 


MilUia  of  the  United  States. 


!    I 


the  militia,  in  all  the  cases  authorized  by  the 
Constitution.  These  have  been  sanctioned  by 
time  and  experience,  and  the  provisions  have  been 
found  competent  to  their  object. 

There  never  has  been,  as  I  can  learn,  the  small- 
est objection  in  a  single  State  lo  rendering  prompt 
obedience  to  any  call  for  the  militia,  deemed  le- 
gitimate by  tho«e  on  whom  it  was  made,  and 
whenever  the  requisition  has  been  assented  to. 
there  has  been  no  delay,  no  tardiness,  no  inability 
in  the  uncontrolled  and  unassisted  power  of  the 
Stales  to  bring  forili  the  militia  demanded.  They 
need  neither  your  direction  nor  advice  how  to 
comply  with  Constitutional  requisition.  And 
they  will  not  suffer  your  interference  in  a  busi- 
ness which  they  consider,  and  rightly  consider 
their  own. 

There  is  a  section,  sir.  which  after  all  the  pre- 
tence to  provide  a  local  force,  for  the  defence  of 
the  homes  of  the  militia,  shows  the  whole  to  be 
a  delusion.  A  large  porch  is  made,  and  fine  scaf- 
folding erected,  merely  to  introduce  the  General 
Government  to  the  private  purses  of  individuals 
to  aid  ihem  in  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
Army  ;  l"aving  the  several  Stales,  as  they  always 
have  been,  to  take  care  of  themselves,  while  the 
force  on  which  they  depended  is  marched  off  to 
perish  in  the  wilds  of  Canada. 

Finally,  the  several  Stales,  previously  to  the 
Confederation,  held  their  respective  militias  in 
undiminished  sovereignty;  under  the  Confedera- 
tion, the  several  States  were  bound  to  keep  up 
a  regulated  and  disciplined  militia,  sufficiently 
armed  and  accoutred  ;  but  the  supreme  control 
over  this  force  remained  with  them,  respectively, 
and  unaltered.  In  this  condition  they  were,  when 
the  existing  Constitution  was  adopted. 
"Every  ri^ht,  power,  or  authoriiy.  not  delega- 

•  ted  by  the  Constitution  lo  the  General  Govern- 

*  ment,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  is  re- 
'  served  to  the  States  respectively."     No  general 
power  over  the  militia  was  delegated  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.     The  only  power  delegated  in  this  re- 
spect was  a  limited  authority,  in  three  cases.     The 
t/nited  Slates  can  exerciie  no  other.     If  they  at- 
tempt to  extend  an  authority  beyond  the  grant, 
the  several  States  have  a  right,  aiid  are  bound  by  : 
outy  lo  their  own  citizens,  to  resist  the  usurpation.  I 
Ihe  measure  and  manner  of  resistance  are  alio-  i 
geiher  within  their  own  discretion.     The  surren-  I 
uer  ot  such  rights  of  sovereignty,  and  of  other 
interior  rights,  by  the  several  States,  as  the  Con- 
stitution contains,  was  with  a  view  of  aitaininT  ,' 
compensation  in  the  reciprocal  engagements  of 
the  United  States. 

The  several  Stales  granted  to  the  United  States 
power  to  raise  armies,  lo  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy,  and  resources  sufficient  to  support  them. 
In  consideration  for  parting  with  rights  so  essen- 
tial to  their  preservation,  tbey  received  a  solemn 
promise  from  ihe  United  Slates  that  they  would 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  protect  each 
btaie  against  invasion.  Have  the  United  Stales 
done  either  ?  Does  not  this  bill  attempt  to  take 
from  the  several  States  that  force  which  they  had 
respectively  reserved  to  themselves  for  their  own 
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purposes,  and  apply  it  to  uses  which  the  United 
States  are  bound  to  provide  for  by  other  means? 
All  the  articles  of  a  league,  or  confederacy, 
have  the  force  and  nature  of  reciprocal  promises 
and  of  conditions,  which,  by  a  default,  are  ren- 
dered null 

With  a  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  this 
Union  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  all  its 
members,  I  am  bound  to  resist  any  infraction  of 
the  ties  which  unite  them  together,  in  order  lo 
render  perpetual  that,  which  seems  to  be  dissolv- 
ing under  us. 

In  such  motives,  and  in  support  of  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation,  the  House  will  find  the 
grounds  of  my  opposition  to  this  bill.     The  only 
thing  wanted   from   Congress  in   relation   to  the 
militia,  under  the  existing  laws,  is  a  provision  for 
receiving   into  the   employment    and   pay  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President, 
I  such   bodies  of  Slate  troops,  for  such  terms  and 
!  under  such  conditions  as  any  of  them  may  con- 
sent to  raise. 
I      An  honorable  friend  of  mine,  from  the  State  of 
I  New  York,  now  detained  from  this  House  by  in- 
disposition, anxious  to  afford  iiis  aid  in  providing 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  by  all  Constitutional 
means,  on   Saturday  last  offered  a  motion,  with 
;  this  view.     The  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee which  introduced  the  bill,  declined  to  re- 
j  ceive  it  at  that  time,  and   preferred  to  consider  it 
'  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.     He  being  un- 
able, for  the  reason  assigned,  now  to  submit  the 
!  motion.  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  the  same,  which 
.  is  in  the  following  words  : 

"  That  the  committee  be  instructed  so  to  modify  the 
bill  that  it  shall  provide  for  calling  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  from  time  to  time,  in  execution  of 
the   provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  according   to 

the  mode  heretofore  practiced, thousand  militia, 

to  serve  for  terms  not  exceeding  nine  months ;  with 
an  option  to  the  several  btates,  in  lieu  of  such  detach- 
ments of  mUitia,  to  raise  and  furnish,  for  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  unless 
sooner  discharged,  bodies  of  Stale  troops  equal  in 
number  to  their  respective  quotas  of  militia;  such 
Slate  troops  to  be  organized,  armed,  and  equipped, 
according  to  law  ;  their  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the 
respective  States ;  their  services  to  be  limited  within 
the  States  in  which  they  shall  be  raised,  or  within  an 
adjoining  State  ;  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  and  to  receive  the  same  pay,  clothing,  rations, 
and  forage,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges 
and  immunities  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  question  was 
divided,  and  taken  on  recommitting  the  bill ;  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays 
19,  as  follow.s: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard, 
Cicrman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, .Mason,  Thompson,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace, 
Gondii,  Fromentin,  Giles,  I. acock.  Morrow,  Koberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor.  Turner,  Walker, 
Wharton,  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  then   rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 
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•^^Wr.  President:  When  the  subject  was  first 
Iropght  bfcfore  the  Coramitiee,  I  was  so  unfortu- 
^'iie  as  to  be  absent,  and  have  therefore  only  had 
ppportunity  of  passing  upon  some  of  its  pro- 
|sians.  As  the  bill  has  now  arrived  at  tliat  stage 
•ti  its  progress  when  it  is  permitted  to  review  it 
froughou;,  I  must  offer  ray  former  absence  as  an 
l^ology  for  detaining  the  Senate  a  few  moments. 
jd  will  limit  myself,  in  the  course  of  my  remarks, 
U.  two  points  only,  viz:  the  length  of  the  time 
tHe  mihtia  are  intended  to  be  kept  out,  and  the 
modf  of  clissing  them  to  force  them  out. 
jflJjad  bcped.sir.  though  vainly,  that,  among  the 
iMn^merabh;  amendments  which  this  bill  was 
Reined  to  suffer,  it  would  have  been  so  radically 
•iGrmed  in  principle  and  so  ameliorated  in  its 
^)nsions,  that  I  could  have  voted  for  it.  The 
)»ofessed  object  of  this  bill,  the  defence  of  the 
tT|ates.  IS  piirticularly  dear  to  me,  and,  if  pursued 
141  H  Consiifutional  mode,  would  command  my 
^ar;y  concurrence;  but  I  have  to  lament  that 
\9e  measure,  which  now  seems  likely  to  be  adopt- 
tor  that  purpose,  is  such,  that  I  cannot  partici- 
\l^  in  it.  Notwithstanding  the  unrelaxin^'  ex- 
mpQs  which  have  been  made  to  bring  the^pro- 
iif)ns  of  this  bill  within  the  fair  limits  of  Con- 
^j^l»itional  jurisdiction,  and  to  temper  its  severity 
!l  l;»P,|eelttigs  of  tne  people,  its  greatest  deform- 
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iiyfetill  exists,  the  most'hideou's  feature  in  its 
pi^le  composition  remains  unsoftened,  and  I  am 
lejefore  bound  by  a  solemn  sense  of  duty  to  the 
<^*u^nlry,  and  acting  under  the  awful  responMbil- 
♦y  lA  an  o»ith,  to  oppose  its  passage. 
Ul'ijtre  his  been  a  marked  and'studied  diNtinc- 
Uj)f5  preserved  between  the  army  and  the  militia 
vf  fhe  country.  The  one  is  a  permanent,  the 
oJi*r  a  temporary  force,  intended  fur  temporary 
pjrpo.ses.  In  time  of  peace,  no  force  is  more 
c*i',peteut,  none  more  adapted  ••  to  repress  insur- 
r*t,ons,  01  to  execute  the  laws,"  than  the  raili- 
t^;;but.  swrely,  sir,  itcan  never  be  intended  to 
bl exclusively  relied  on  for  defence,  during  a  pe- 
r^d  of  war.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  when  the 
CWitutiOD  speaks  of  the  militia  -to  repel  inva- 
si»n.^  It  rather  regarded  the  occasional  irruptions 
oj  the  Indians  upon  our  back  frontiers,  than  the 

dtlembarku.g  of  large  bodies  of  finely  trained  Eu- 
|)o^n  ;;oops  upon  our  shore..  Those  who  are 
»eucal  y  skilled  lu  the  art  of  war  will  tell  you, 
H  nothing  but  ,he  system  and  discipline  of 
utars,  can  meet  regulars  with  effect;  and  al- 
^Ugh  occasions  n^ay  be  presented  when  militia 
hfve  merited  every  honor  which  can  be  due  to 
vj^tpry  and  good  conduct,  yet  an  exclusive  reli- 
aricr  on  th*m  ,n  times  l.ke  these,  threatened,  as 
wj.  |ire.  with  formidable  fleets  and  arm.es.  would 
b,|t?)  discard  the  best  lessons  of  experience,  and 
tQjJ^Opardi/.e  the  fate  of  the  country.  That  the 
ni^iifa,  as  .<ucl,,  would  be  a  good  auxiliary  force 
I  ^n»  prepared  to  admit.  Disper.sed  throu-h  eve- 
rj^pan  of  ,Ue  country  and  formed  into  conve- 
n^^nt  corps,  ^hey  might  be  made  to  fall  upon  and 
h.J-ap^  the  fwemy  at  his  landing,  and  from  their 
^^.Jex:or  kr.awledge  of  the  country,  under  brave 

iti>Kde  and  .bstrucr  his  progress,  until  the  d.sci- 


1 


plmed  regulars,  which,  in  a  war  like  this,  ought 
to  be  stationed  at  eligible  points,  and  in  consid^er- 
able  bodies,  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  could  be  brought  to  their  relief.  If.  to  rem- 
edy the  defects  of  want  of  discipline  in  ihe  mili- 
tia, it  is  contemplated  to  confine  them  to  a  camp 
for  two  years,  it  is  this  unusual  period  of  service, 
it  is  the  mode  that  is  intended  to  be  used  to  force 
them  out.  and  the  conversion  of  the  militia  into 
regular  troops  that  I  complain  of.  and  which,  in 
ray  judgment,  constitutes  a  palpable  and  flagrant 
violation  of  the  Constitution. 

In   the  general  enumeration  of  the  powers  of 
Congress,  sir,  we  shall  find  that  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  bears  upon  this  subject.  Congress 
shall   have  power  -  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrection.s,  and  repel  invasions."    These 
are  the  three   objects  for  which   Congre.ss  can 
alone  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia,  and  when 
these,  or  either  of  these  objects,  cease  to  exist  the 
militiaarenolongersubjecttoduty.  It  isimposJible 
for  Congress  to  decide  how  long  the  militia  shall 
be  held  to  service,  because  they  cannot  determine 
how  long   the   emergency   will  exist   for  which 
I  they  are  called.     It  is,  therefore,  that  we  are  to 
j  understand  the  language  of  the  Constitution  as 
I  confining  the  power  of  Congress  entirely  to  pro- 
I  viding  how  and  by  whom  the  call  upon  the  mili- 
I  tia  IS  to  be  made,  leaving  the  respousihiliiy  both 
of  the  call  and  of  the  decision  on  the  continuance 
of  the   service  upon   that  |>ower   to  which  Con- 
gress shall  think  proper  to  assign  it;  and  leavin'^ 
It  also  exclusively  to  the  States,  to  whom  alone 
it  rightfully  belongs,  to  furnish  the  troops  in  their 
own  way.   So  far  from  Congress  having  any  Con- 
stitutional power  to  retain  the  militia  in  service 
for  a  fixed  and  determinate   period  of  time,  the 
Constitution  has  it-elf  given  another  standard  by 
which   their  term  of  service  shall  be  measured, 
and  that  is,  the  continuance  of  the  exigence  they 
are  called   to  meet.     After  Congress  have  pro- 
vided for  calling  out  the  militia,  by  vesting  the 
power,   as  it   usually    has    done,   in    the    Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  it   has  discharged  all 
Its  duties,  and  the  President  will  then  decide  upon 
his  responsibility  to  the  nation,  when  it  is  neces- 
I  sary  to  exercise  the  power,  and  when  the  exigence 
for  which  the  call  was  authorized  ceases  to  exist. 
I  As  Congress  cannot  calculate  the  length  of  time* 
during  which  either  insurrection,  or  opposition 
to  the  laws,  or  invasion,  may  continue,  and  as  the 
I  power  thus  vested  in  the  President  to  make  the 
I  call  and  judge  of  the  period  of  service,  might,  in 
I  certain  events,  impose  a  long,  and  painful,  and 
,  ruinous  duty,  upon  one  body  of  the  militia,  the 
'general  power  given  to  Congress  to  provide  for 
j  calling  ihem  forth,  clearly  enables  them  to  pro- 
I  vide  a  succession  of  railiiia  at  easy  interval*,  to 
take  tne  place  of  those  who  are  on  duty  ;  so  as  to 
prevent  the  whole  burden  from  falling  loo  severe- 
ly  upon  any  one  portion  of  the  people.    It  was  in 
this  viewol  the  Constitution,  and  with  this  inten- 
tion, that  the  law  of  February,  1795.  was  passed 
tu  provide  for  calling   forth    the    militia.     The 
lourth  section  of  the  law  i>,  -thai  the  militia 
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'  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
'  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  articles  of 
'  war  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
'  that  no  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  pri- 
'  vate,  of  the  militia,  shall  be  compelled  to  serve 
'  more  than  three  months  after  his  arrival  at  the 

•  place  of  rendezvous,  in  any  one  year,  nor  more 
'  than  in  due  rotation  with  every  other  able-bod- 
'  ied  man  of  the  same  rank  in  the  battalion  to 

*  which  he  belongs." 

This  early  exposition  of  this  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution is  unquestionably  the  surest  and  the  safest 
guide  of  construction ;  and  as  the  powers  here 
granted  were  both  to  be  vested  in  and  exercised 
by  the  illustrious  President  of  the  Convention 
which  formed  that  Constitution,  and  the  act  itself 
received  his  sanction,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture 
how  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  any  part  of 
that  instrument  could  be  more  clearly  and  more 
satisfactorily  ascertained.  By  this  law,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  call 
out  the  militia,  but  they  cannot  be  kept  in  service 
longer  than  three  months  after  their  arrival  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  nor  can  they  be  made  to 
serve  longer  than  a  due  rotation  with  every  other 
member  of  the  same  rank  in  the  battalion  from 
which  they  are  taken.  Here,  then,  I  derive  the 
distinction  between  Congress  undertaking  to 
provide,  by  law,  that  the  militia  shall  be  kept  in 
camp  for  two  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and 
their  providing  by  law  that  the  militia  shall  not 
be  kept  out  more  than  three  months.  In  the  first 
case.  Congress  are  made  to  prescribe  the  time  for 
which  they  shall  be  kept  in  camp,  which  they 
have  no  power  to  do.  In  the  last,  so  far  from 
designating  the  time  they  shall  serve,  they  only 
mean  to  prescribe  the  period  of  rotation,  beyond 
which  the  same  body  of  militia  shall  not  serve. 
If  the  emergency  continues  beyond  three  months. 
new  calls  of  militiamen  are  to  be  made  to  relieve 
those  who  perform  the  first  tour  of  duty;  and  it 
is  not  and  never  was  intended,  by  the  language 
of  the  Constitution,  that  Congress  should  say  how 
long  the  militia  shall  serve,  out  merely  judging 
of  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  necessi- 
ties and  conveniences  of  the  people,  they  govern 
themselves  by  such  considerations  in  exercising 
their  powers  "to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia"  in  such  numbers,  and  in  such  rotation, 
as  the  public  emergency  may  require.  The  dis- 
tinction, to  my  view,  is  neither  subtle  nor  nice, 
but  founded  in  a  just  discretion,  and  exerted  for  a 
correct  and  benevolent  purpose,  to  rescue  the 
^reat  body  of  the  people  from  a  painful  and  un- 
just oppression. 

So  far,  sir.  from  vesting  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  with  power  to  call  the  militia  into 
camp  for  two  years,  you  well  know,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  great  contest  of  the  Convention 
was,  whether  this  power,  '-to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia,"  should  be  given  to  Congress  a't 
all.  And  it  was  a  question  of  long,  dubio°us,  and 
animated  debate,  whether  it  should  be  left  exclu- 
sively to  the  States,  or  whether  it  should  be  given 
in  certain  specified  cases,  to  be  exercised  by  the 
Federal  Government.     If.  at  that  time,  it  could 


have  been  anticipated  that  the  power  thus  reluc- 
tantly and  jealously  yielded  up  and  guarded  by 
strict  limitation,  would  ever  have  been  used,  by 
this  or  any  other  Congress,  to  drag  the  people  of 
this  country  from  their  homes,  their  families,  and 
their  occupations,  to  consign  them  to  the  toils 
and  deprivations  of  a  camp  for  two  years,  those 
celebrated  champions  in  that  great  cause,  who 
have  been  justly  styled  the  fathers  of  our  Consti- 
tution, would  never  have  prevailed  to  have  pro- 
cured this  power  to  the  General  Government. 

But,  sir.  the  unconstitutionality  of  this  meas- 
ure, though  defect  enough  to  justify  my  opposi- 
tion to  it,  is  not  the  only  defect.  There  is  a  rigor 
and  severity  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill  never 
before  practised,  which  will  stir  up  a  feeling  of 
uneasiness  and  restless  displeasure,  and  which  the 
condition  of  the  people  of  this  country  will  not 
endure.  On  whom,  let  me  ask,  sir,  will  this  griev- 
ous oppression  principally  fall  ?  It  will  fall  upon 
the  middling  ranks  in  society,  upon  your  tenan- 
try, your  mechanics,  your  manufacturers — men 
who  constitute  the  very  bone  and  muscle  of  your 
population.  Men  of  wealth  will  procure  substi- 
tutes— the  poorest  and  humblest  in  rank  will  be 
compelled  by  their  necessities,  during  a  period  of 
war,  to  enlist  with  recruiting  sergeants,  or  to  be 
absorbed  by  the  provisions  in  the  ninth  section  of 
this  bill ;  whilst  the  chief  burden  of  this  odious 
conscription  will  fall  upon  those  whose  circum- 
stances in  life  are  too  humble  to  afford  extrava- 
gant bounties  for  substitutes,  but  whose  feelings 
are  too  proud,  and  habits  too  reputable,  to  suffer 
them  to  become  the  corrupted  hirelings  of  others. 
This  class  of  men,  thus  marked  out  for  destruc- 
tion by  this  bill,  is  infinitely  the  most  numerous, 
as  well  as  the  most  useful  in  society.  Their  ser- 
vices, in  their  respective  avocations,  are  essential 
to  the  interest  as  well  as  to  the  convenience  of 
the  community  in  which  they  live,  and  their  per- 
sonal labor  and  daily  attention  to  their  own  aflairs 
are  indispensably  necessary  to  the  support  of 
themselves  and  their  families.  To  tear  these  men 
away  frdm  home  to  serve  in  the  militia  for  only 
three  months  at  a  time,  is  to  impose  a  serious  evil 
on  them,  but  if  you  drag  them  off.  as  you  here 
contemplate  by  this  bill,  and  keep  them  in  camp 
for  two  years,  you  complete  their  ruin,  you  entail 
distress  and  misery  upon  their  families,  perhaps 
starvation  and  death.  During  their  absence,  and 
an  absence,  too,  under  a  system  of  coercion  be- 
fore unheard  of  in  our  country,  their  former  hab- 
itations will  become  the  abodes  of  wretchedness. 
Sir,  I  want  language  to  depict  the  sufferings  that 
flow  from  this  tyrannical  system.      Those 


wi 


whom  the  industry  of  a  father  or  a  husband  may 
have  once  clad  in  simple  neatness,  and  fed  with 
comfortable  fare,  will  be  left  disconsolate  in  pen- 
ury, to  wrap  their  chilled  limbs  in  the  tattered 
remnants  of  his  former  bounty.  Deprived,  by 
this  your  act,  of  their  only  source  of  comfort,  their 
protector  and  support,  many  who  have  been  bred 
in  all  the  decencies  of  life,  will  be  thrown,  like 
common  mendicants,  upon  the  world,  to  subsist 
upon  its  precarious  charity.  Should  it  be  ordain- 
ed that  the  wretched  father  is  to  be  restored  to 


r 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


108 


SUITE. 


Militia  of  the  United  IStaies. 


November,  18J4. 


?5s  lormec^  home,  after  the  expiration  of  this  lin- 1  the  country,  even  to  their  very  hearth,  «n,l  fir^ 

?r«  n  nf  ,»f '1'^''^°  '!;'  l^^'"'^  '°  ^"^"'  ""'^  *'^  ^»y  '"'0  a  letter  from  the  then  Sec're Lrv  of 
gep»ring  lar  them  .  Sir,  believe  rae.  there  is  no  i  and  it  was  then  so  odious  that  it  was  buT  nU 
hj   on  m  all  this;  u  is  but  a  faint  sketch  of  the    exposed  (o  view.     This  year   we  hrv^  cnni 

1  of  whLlf  w.rrr'"'?^'  '°  f®"'  "^-  ''"  ^^^'-    ^'°'  °P-'y  recommended  to  ury'theSee-c^^^^^ 
I  *^f  whicl   will  far  outstrip  the  anticipation  of    of  War  in  an  official  naner  •  and   worsf  of  .11   i^ 


eal  y  intend  to  adopt  this  system  as    have  we  to  expect  next,  but  that  in  the  ensumi 
liie  land,  hostile  as  it  is  to  iHp  nnn^ti.  i  upar  »,„  .u„ii^„„  ;.    ._  ..:  '    .     "^  ensuing 


V  1- 

a  »fi   lue  if;ueriies  OI    tn  S  country  would    hp  py.      trranrt  -7omnr.t  n.,  I  L-.-  •  ^  o 

lifriH   if  .k«,r  ,.,0  1^         I     """y.  ^^""'"  pe  ex-    granai^ement  and  ambition.  IS  DOW  ffiven  tu    usti- 

^^ni^rz- a.^^o^:s:;^^^--l^^  .  ^  -  r ru  s.  '-^-f;;  ^:  S 

>ir;  it  is  out  wise  in  those  who  are  ambitious  '  ■-—  """'^    "''    luisfortunes   of   others    have 


orjfame  to  indulge  too  much  in  prophetic  views 
ojjthings.  hut  I  fancy  that  I  put  liiih 


taught  us.  to  our  own  and  the  national  preserva- 
.    u         J   1  !."^""        ^^  necessities  of  the  times,  of  which  we 

,  of  theKnSthe    r  .n  r^  I'^'T''    P'''  '"  ''"°"  ^'^^"1^  b^  watched,  le>t  it  betray  us 

personal  liberties  '"''''"'''°''  "S^'=^  .  "^'?  ^[^"^  ^"^  ^«^--     Times  of  imminent  peril 

ir,  you  dare  not  at  least  I  honp  .,..,  a  '  ["'  ^'^   periods  when    public  liberty    is 

m\i  a  c  rcr^ption   to  fil    the  rinks  "Vou';  [he^  i"  ^'T^'  ""'!  "  '"'  '^'®'^""  '°  '^"'^'^  -'^^- 

jI^V  army.     When  the  plan  of  the  Sp/ri^  ^        .'  '/  '^'  worthiest  patript  who  goes  to  bat- 
of  JVar  madl  its  appea    nee  it  was  .rafiJv  nl^!;      hVf"  '^^,^^"""'  "  ^'»"«"\''?h'^:  or  he'who  stands 

fij  (l,at  It   »netwi,h  thnbhorrrnc^of  a  ImVst  '"^^"/^''y"^  ^^"''"^' «^" '^^  Constitution  in  times 

e4ry.nian  mjhe  naiion,  and  the  mer.t  of  the  biM  "L^!'!^:"'.^.^^^'^^^'^'^"'  '^  '"''^^  "  ^^"'"  viola 
h-fp'^ul!;;.:  ■!r.'-■^,":'^!^.^"/^.^^"  be  supposed  to 


tion  and  abuse 
Unwilling,  sir,  to  consume  the  lime  of  the  Sen- 

..!•.  Plan:  '^  v^[y;^  :;i;;t^r  L'i^:^;i  Bl^^^^'^^^^'"^<^^^^^'"' 


to 


-.jr^ake  .o'^enVcc  r^.-eTo?  c'ot     p>        ^  ?       u      i'„:'"''  '  "'"  »'"  """'''^  K-  --  «  «- 
yfUL^^  very  s*veriiv  mi.^r  r..nc^  ,h^ i,„*  ._  i  '""*"""• 


fall|  public  „ed,for  .he  coro,,  "n'e'i   'e  t  k    ,  t:!r.'Za]n''L?X''''""°''K^'''''-  '''''"= 

tl>is.,i|r.  becoming  rash  by  disaster  s'ncenekLr  '  L  ,h  T'"'"^'  °'  *'"'  »""  B"  '"'""'"  '"  apply- 
mcjijous  bouiuies  ■„  money  or  m  laid  wiU  ava,  ,'  auh.s  .ir/,!!'""'  of  <he  country  >o  „s  defence 
.^-,  |.o.  C,  upon  ,.  .0  pLsne  .he  ,reeo.:r„';  j  sYr.'lrerra^etV.llf  tL^-Jy^d  'ZTI':^.' 

> 
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nere    consent  to  go;  and  I  must  be  understood  respect  to  the  late  Elbr.dge  Gerry  Vice  Presi- 

ai  all   times,  whatever  pledges  I  may  make,  as  dent  of  the  United  States  and  PresidenTof The 

.mposingihisrestnction.  this  obligation  upon  my-  Senate,  the  Chair  of  the  Presiden  to    the  Sena^^ 

self,  viz:  neither  to  overleap  the  limits  of  the  be  shrouded  with   black  during  the  present  se 

Constitution,  or  to  be  accessary  to  an  invasion  of  sioo  ;  and  as  a  further  testimony  o/res^tfo 

the  essential  principles  o   civil  liberty.  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  memberT^f  the 

On  the  question    Shall  this  bill  pa.s?  it  was  Senate  will  go   into  mourning.  a^dweTr  black 

then  taken  and  determined  in  the  affirmative-  I  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  tin  ty  days 
yeas  19,  nays  12,  as  follows:  ■  ""y*- 


Ve  AS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Larock,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Smith,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker,  Whar- 
ton, and  Worthington. 


Friday.  November  25. 
The  resolution  brought  up  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  the  22d  instant,  for  appointing  a 


r  ^AZ       IT'  ^"^"«°"' D*?P^«;  D""'*.  German  J  joint  committee,  was  read,  and  passed  to  Sesfc 
Goldsborough, Core,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason,    ond  reading  ,  f      eu  lo  me  sec- 

rhompson,  and  Varnum  |      The  resolution  for  furnishing  the  American 

So  It  was  Hesolred,  That  this  bill  pa.s,  and  i  Antiquarian  Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Journals 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  authorize  the  '  of  Congress,  and  of  the  documents  published  un- 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  I  der  their  order,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  bun-  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
dred  and  thirty  mi  itia.  for  the  defence  of  tlie  fron-  :  act  for  the  relief  yf  the  petty  officers  and  seamen 
tiers  ol  the  United  States  against  invasion."  :  under  the  command  of  Captain  Joshua  Barneyj" 

J  and  Mr.  Smith  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

Wed.nesday,  November  23.  !      OQ  motion,  by  .Mr.  Gaillard,  the  bill  having 

DEATH  OF  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT  '  ^^^°  amended,  so  as  to  include  the  non-commis- 

About   the   hour  of  meeiin-.  a   report   havin.r  I  "°°"^  °^"/' f"'^  t?"''^'"  "'"  '^^^  marine  corps, 

reached  the  Senate  Chamber  of  the  death  of  h!    Z^T'  ^^  ^^^'  ««°^'«' i^e  further  consider- 

y.cE  Pres.de.n  r  of  the  United  State'  U.e  mem      d  y  in  kTrU  nTx7  '"'''"'  """'  ''"  '"^  ''°"- 

hers  from    Mas>achusetts.  Messrs.  Varncm  and    "%'"  gP^"  "^x'-         ,         .     ^ 

Gore,  proceeded  to  his  lodgincrs  to  ascertain  the    wT  f     u"^'^  resumed,  as  ,n  Committee  of  the 

fact;  and.  on  their  return,  havm..  announced    he  ,  ^R     ''^^  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

fact  to  the  Senate,  the  following='proceedin'  took  '  ^  p  ^.T  '°^'  Kurtz^  and  others;  and,  on  motion, 

place,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe.  i  [,„,  j  m     J  ^'^"^^''^'^^'^n  '^ereol  was  postponed 

President  of  the  United  states  '  ^ ''°''-    '^"^    consideration    of    the    bill     supple- 

Z>o^.W.r,  That  a  committ'ee  he  appointed,  jointly  ZT'L^V    ""   *?'       '""»    duties    on    notes  of 

with  such  committee  as  may  be  api>oinLd  on   he  part  tnn  l''  ^^"J"^' *"^  certain  companies  ;  on  notes, 

of  the  Hou«e  of  Representatives. \oconsiderand?e  ^''"^    ^"^,"^'''^.''''^        discounted     by     banks, 


bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of 
exchange  of  certain  descriptions;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

ELECTIOX  OF  PRESIDING  OFFICER 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  that   the  Senate 
,  now  proceed   tp   the  election   of  President  pro 
;  tempore. 

;      Mr.  German  submitted  the  following  motion  : 
"  Resolved,    That  the  Seriate  will  on  Monday  next, 
!  at  12  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  President /?ro 
I  fempure." 

intormed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  I      This  question  was  negatived  by  the  following 

the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  I  """'^ '■ 

01  a  joint  committee,  to  consider  and  report  mea-  i      ^'or  ^he  motion— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German, 

bures  proper  to  manifest  the  public  respect  for  the  i  ^Jolt^shorough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason, 

memory  of  the  Vice  President  of  the  United    ""^  Thompson-lO. 

btates,  deceased;   and  have  appointed  a  commit-        ^^gain^t  it— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 

tee_on  their  part.  ,  Brown,  Chacc,  Condit,   Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Lacock, 


port  measures  most  proper  to  manifest  the  public  re 
spcct  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  expressive 
of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  the  loss  of  a  citizen  so  highly  respected  and 
revered. 

Ordered.  That  .Messrs.  Gore.  Varnum.  Smith 
Anderson,  and  Gaillard.  be  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Bled80E. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
ot  Kepresentatives  of  the  decease  of  the  Vice 
I  resident  of  the  United  States,  and  communi- 
cate the  foregoing  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Thursday.  November  24. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore, 
Resolved,  unanim^xisly  .That  from  an  unfeigned 


Morrow,    Roberts,    Robinson,    Smith,    Tait,    Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton— 20. 

Mr.  Brent's  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  a  choice  accordingly. 

On  the  Grst  ballot,  the  whole  number  oi  votes 
being  thirty,  there  were  :  For  Mr.  Gaillard,  14  j 


i 
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:«n= 


Mt.>^iNa,  IQ;  Mr.  Chace,  3;  Mr.  Anderson, 
1 ;  \J^,  SMiili,  1 ;  and  Mr.  Tait,  1. 

l3^v  the  sofond  ballot,  there  were:  For  Mr. 
GA^i-t-ARD,  Ifi;  Mr,  King,  10;  Mr,  Chace.  5; 
antltMr.  Anderson,  1, 

J4r,  Gaii.uard  wa.->  therefore  declared  duly 
eledied  ;  and,  on  taking  the  Chair,  addressed  the 
Sfiwie  nearly  as  follows: 

'^''^unorabU.Gentlemen  :  While  Ilamcnt  the  suJ- 
deiijsud  melaccholy  event  which  has  led  to  the  di»- 
tin^^iiibed  honor  conferred  on  mc,  I  am  so  truly  sen- 
sible of  my  own  incompetency  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  t^e  station  tj  which  I  am  called,  in  a  manner  suita- 
ble  ^to  .  their  importance,  and  correspondent  to  the 
digidt^  of  thift  honorable  body,  that  I  approach  the 
exeiCKC  of  them  with  unfeigned  diffidence  and  appre- 
hension. All  ihat  I  dare  hope  is,  that  my  efforts  will 
be:(.^nsidered  as  the  result  of  well-meant  intentions  : 
alt^^t:  I  dart-  promise  is,  that  my  best  exertions  shall 
be:*nr^*ted  to  a  faithful  and  impartial  execution  of  the 
tnjifi  (ionfided  to  me.  Relying,  then,  on  the  candor  and 
libier^Iity  whioh  have  ever  characterized  this  respectable 
Afbtrjmbly,  I  will  proceed  to  the  performance  of  the 
dml^s  assigned  me," 

oil  inotiofl,  by  Mr.  Bibb. 

■Qrcfered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
idc^^t  cjf  the  United  Stales,  and  acquaint  him  that 
th>;Stnate  have,  in  consequeuce  of  the  decease 
ofjche;  Vicfc  President  of  the  United  States, 
eU(i|ei:  the  Honorable  John  Gaillard  President 
of  ifte  Sena!c  pro  tempore. 

'.rp'dered.  That  tlve  Secretary  make  a  similar 
C(i(|i'municaiion  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

It'  ■  ' 

tjt"    :         Saturday,  November  2G. 

ijti  motion,  by  Mr,  Varnum,  to  amend  the 
JcW^Jnal  of  yesterday,  by  .striking  out  the  follow- 
iogv^crds  : 

K  pr  motion  of  Mr,  Anderson, 

♦•^Having  tieen  required  by  a  majority,"  and  insert- 
in^jin  lieu  thereof,  "  being  desired  by  one-fiflh,"  so  to 
reif.l'  "  the  y*  as  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of 
thi>  senators  present," 

Hwas  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  IS 

3|i  OTotio.n.by  Mr,  German,  the  yeas  and  nays 
haryvs;  been  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
pr  if'"'-  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Mfasrs.  Bib!),  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German, 
Gcf.^borougl.,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Mijfr«)Pi,  Smith.  Tait,  Tayhr.  Thompson,  Turner,  Var- 
nujn}  ahd  Walker. 

|rjin>;e  wh,o  voted  in  the  negative  are — 
f/lf^s.  Anderson,  Chace,  Condit,  Fromcntin,  La- 
co<>!i^  iPDbcrts.  and  Robinson. 

T^e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wht)k»,  the;  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"Anfa(^t  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  dur- 
i°.2  |h«j  continuance  gf  the  present  war,  to  make 
an  ajld'.iional  allowance  to  the  owners  and  mas- 
ters ^f  vessel?  for  bringing  back  to  the  United 
St«»|?s  destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen  ;" 
and  ihe  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Trie  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  by  uoan- 
iniijiis  conseot.  and  passed. 

If 

4^ 


Mr.  Hunter  called  up  the  petition  of  Henry 
Nirarao,  of  Warren,  in  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island, 
presented  on  the  3d  of  March,  1814,  praying  ihe 
remission  of  certain  duties  on  one  hundred  bales 
of  cotton,  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  Slate  of 
Georgia,  as  therein  stated  ;  and.  on  his  motion,  it 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Hunter,  Roberts,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed 
the  committee, 

Mr,  Frcmentin,  from  the  commiiiee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'Aa  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Castille,  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans," reported  it  without  amendment;  and,  on 
his  motion,  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  laying  duties 
on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies; on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted 
by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies  ;  and 
on  bills' of  exchange  of  certain  descripliony.  was 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend 
the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  improve- 
ment on  steam  engines;  and,  after  debate,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Monday.  November  28. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  ol  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others  ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  ?  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, appoiniinga  committee  on  rheir  part  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whether  Con- 
gress may  not  be  more  conveniently  accommo- 
dated, either  by  an  alteration  of  the  present 
Chambers,  or  by  procuring  other  rooms  within  a 
convenient  distance  of  the  public  offices,  was 
read  the  second  time,  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  dis- 
counted by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies; and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descrip- 
tions, having  been  reported  correct,  was  read  a 
third  lime. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  7, 
as  follows : 

is  AS— .Messrs.  .Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown. 
Chase,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromcntin,  Gaillard,  Larock. 
.Morrow,  Robert.s,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turn- 
er, Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

^'A's— -Messrs.  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

So  it  was  Resolred,  That   this  bill   pass,  and 
I  that  the  title  thereof  be  "Aq  act  supplementary  to 


i 
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an  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  companies;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  ob- 
ligations, discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  cer- 
tain companies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  cer- 
tain descriptions. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Castille.  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
lime  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  improvement 
on  steam  engines;  and  sundry  amendments  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  21.  nays  8,  as 
follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Dana,  Fromcntin,  Gaillard,  German,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson.  Smith, 
Tait,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton, 

NATs^Mcssrs.  Bibb,  Brerit,  Daggett,  Goldsborough, 
Lacock,  Mason,  Taylor,  and  Thompson, 


■hips  of  war,  until  the  Hnrj  has  become  respectable, 

both  from  the  number  and  rates  of  its  vessels,  and,  still 
more  so,  from  the  gallantry  and  splendor  of  its  achieve- 
ments. By  the  laws  now  in  force,  the  Navy  will  con- 
sist of  four  seventy-fours,  three  thirty -sixes,  eight  sloops 
of  war,  besides  a  great  number  of  brigs  and  schooners, 
carrying,  on  the  whole,  not  less  than^irtecn  hundred 
guns.  Of  these,  there  remain  to  be  put  on  the  stocks 
one  of  the  seventy-fours  and  four  of  the  forty-fours. 
This  force  is  exclusive  of  the  gunboats,  the  flotillas, 
and  lake  squadrons  ;  the  latter  of  which  consist  of  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  ships,  some  of  which  are  large. 
The  national  vessels  on  the  Lakes  do  not  carry  less 
than  five  hundred  guns. 

Your  committee  are  not  aware,  nor  do  they  believe, 
that  any  nation  possessing  a  naval  force,  such  as  the 
above,  is  without  a  grade  of  officers  above  that  of  cap- 
tain. The  nation  with  whom  the  United  Stales  are 
now  at  war,  is  said  to  have  about  a  thousand  public 
ships ;  to  command  which,  she  has  not  less  than  two 
hundred  admirals  of  ten  different  grades,  ascending 
from  rear  admiral  of  the  blue  to  the  admiral  of  the  fleet. 
At  present,  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  is  com- 
manded by  commissioned  officers  of  three  grades  only, 
lieutenants,  master  commandants,  and  post  captains. 


-,       _,  .  1       •    •        T    L  I       '^^'^  committee  would  feel  that  they  had  not  done 

Mr.    CfOLDSBOROUGn,   Irom    the  joint   Library    justice  to  the  subject  committed  to  them,  if  they  failed 
Committee  of  Congress,  to  whom  the  subject  was  i  to  contrast  the  situation  of  the  Army  with  that  of  the 


referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase 
of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


I  Navy,  as  it  respects  the  scope  of  promotion  in  each. 

i  The  Army  presents,  for  the  encouragement  of  an  hon- 

I  orable   ambition,  the   high   station  of  major   general 

i  through  ten  different  grades.     It  has  also  advantages 

in  the  variety  of  its  corps  unknown  to  the  Navy.    The 

youth  of  our  country,  ambitious  of  military  fame,  may, 

according  to  their  taste,  enter  the  Army  as  officers  of 

cavalry,  of  artillery,  of  infantry,  or  of  the   rifle  corps. 

the  7th  instant.  -  mstructiDg  them  to  inquire  what  j  ^^'  '?  ^'^^  %'  ""T*'  ''^'^'-  /^'l'^*'  ^'  '*"  "J^^'' 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  appointment  of  ['I'l^'  ransferred  from  a  subordmate  station  to  the 
'  —  .        _    _  I  »  '-"  [  command  oi  a  snip  of  war.      1  he  rapid  promotions  of 


NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  were  referred   two  resolutions  of 


officers  above  the  grade  of  Captain  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States.''  and  also,  '"to  inquire  what 
provision  should  be  made  for  conferring  naval 
rank  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  meritorious 
service,"  made  a  report  as  follows  : 

That  your  committee  assume  it  as  a  policy  now  set- 
tled, that  the  United  States  are  to  have  a  permanent 
Naval  Estabhshment,  which  is  to  be  gradually  in- 
creased, according  to  circumstances,  and  as  the  ability 
of  the  Government  may  permit.  Your  committee  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  go  into  a  course  of  reasoning  to  sup- 
port the  soundness  of  this  policy,  and  to  establish  (what 
is  now  generally  conceded)  that  a  navy  is  the  most 
appropriate,  the  most  efficient,  and  the  least  expensive 
defence  of  this  country. 

The  commercial  and  maritime  habits  of  a  large  por- 


late  in  the  Army  cannot  but  strongly  impress  the  naval 
officer  with  a  deep  sense  of  his  own  confined  situation, 
and  of  the  cheerless  prospect  before  him.  Does  not 
justice,  then,  dictate  that  the  range  for  promotion 
I  should  be  enlarged  in  our  Naval  Establishment? 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  discreet  policy 
and  a  prudent  foresight,  not  less  than  a  just  regard  to 
the  strong  claims  of  t^  Navy,  call  for  an  enlargement 
1  of  the  sphere  of  promH^n.     It  cannot  be  long  before 
I  the  Navy  will  be  called  on  to  sail  in  squadron.     The 
I  highest  attainments  in  naval  tactics  should  be  encour- 
aged.    If  you  expect  men  to  labor  for  the  highest  qual- 
ifications in  their  professions,  it  is  necessary  to  open 
I  to  them  the  way  to  the  station  requiring  them.     The 
surest  mean  by  which  you  will  probably  induce  the 
officers  to  qualify  themselves  for  an  admiral's  command, 


tion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  press  them  to  I  i».  t*^  create  that  grade  in  the  Navy ;  thereby  requiring, 
the  ocean  ;  hence  have  arisen  competition  and  rival-  i"  the  same  act,  great  professional  attainments,  and 
ship  with  other  nations,  pursuing  the  same  course  of  j  olfering  a  reward  for  them. 

industry.  The  history  of  all  nations  teaches  us  that  I  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that,  whe- 
the  persons  and  the  property  of  our  citizens  on  the  high  '  ther  they  view  this  subject  in  reference  to  the  practice 
seas,  unprotected,  must  be  (as  indeed  they  have  been)  '  of  older  and  more  experienced  nations,  or  in  regard  to 


the  subjecU  of  frequent  violence  and  injustice.  The 
true  remedy  against  those  maritime  wrongs  is  maritime 
force.  \  navy,  growing  up  with  the  growth  of  the 
nation,  cannot  tad,  before  the  lapse  of  many  years,  to 
procure  respect  from  abroad,  and  safety  at  home. 

Congress,  apparently  influenced  by  these  considera- 
tions, at  an  early  period  after  the  establishment  of  the 
General  Government,  crcate<l  a  Naval  Department, 
and  have  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  the  building  of 


the  just  claims  and  the  long  and  meritorious  services 
of  the  naval  officers,  or  with  a  view  to  a  just,  prudent, 
and  liberal  policy,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  a 
grade  or  grades  superior  to  that  of  captain  should  now 
be  created  in  the  Naval  Establishment. 

.\s  to  the  second  resolution,  relative  to  conferring 
naval  rank  by  brevet,  it  does  occur  to  your  committee 
as  necessary  ;  it  having  been  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  confer  actuf.l  rank  without  regard  to  senior- 
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ity,  ijl  feward  of  brilliant  achievemenU  or  meritorioua 
servW^-i 

I'f^ '  rommutec  respectfully  aubmit  the  following 
re«qt||U0(i8: 

tieioired.  That  it  is  expedient  to  authoriie  by  law 
th«!  4:^p<*intment  of  officers  above  the  g^ade  of  captain 
in  rt>i  Navy  o^||e  United  States. 

li^ived.  Thai  it  is  iaexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  make 
an}^  ji',msion  for  conferring  naval  rank  by  brevet. 

i^  INavt  DEPARTM«!fT,  Nov.  15,  1814. 

i^m  :  In  answer  to  \he  inquiry  contained  in  your 
lettj^of  the  8fh  instant,  founded  upon  two  resolutions 
of  t|>|fc  Senate,  jpassed  on  the  7th  instant,  instructing 

thei«i^'jatmittee  >on  Nava(l  Affairs  to  inquire  "  what  pro-  . 

visiL-^  tifcould  lie  made  for  the  appointment  of  officers  induced  the  establishment  of  brevet  rank  in  the  Army, 
abo^f:the  grade  of  ciptiin  in  the  Navy  of  the   United  |  ^"^  gallant  actions,  meritorious  conduct,  or  long  ser- 

Statlii,"  and  •'  what  provision  should  be  made  for  con-  ^''*'*''  '"  ^lually  applicable  to  the  Navy,  and  cannot  fail 

feri5c;g  naval  jank  by  b»evet,  in  consideration  of  merit-  ^°  excite  to  those  actions  which  it  is  inlende«l  to  reward  ; 

oric^ijrf  service,"  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  that  the  ^"V"**  °^"^  ^°  brevctted  should  be  entitled  to  any 

higi;.vchuracte' which  the  American   Navy  has  justly  J^J^'t'onal  pay  or  emoluments,  except  when  command- 

ac<^ijed ;    the  general  »sentiment  which  indicates  its  '"K  °^  separate  service 


M 


We  often  see  on  our  own  coast  admirals  with  com- 
mands inferior  to  those  »  hich  the  Ameriain  Navy  may 
even  now  afford. 

The  new  grade  to  be  established,  and  number  of  pro- 
motions, should  be  consistent  with  the  scale  and  char- 
acter of  the  Naval  Establishment,  which  may  not,  for 
some  years,  require  the  distinction  of  flags  as  in  the 
British  navy,  viz:  red,  white,  and  blue,  at  the  main, 
fore,  or  miren  of  each;  making  nine  grades  of  admi- 
rals, rising  in  the  order  of  the  flags,  from  blue  to  red. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  is  now  expedient 
to  establish  the  grade  of  rear  admiral,  without  any  dis- 
tinction of  flags,  leaving  the  promotions  to  vica  admi- 
ral and  admiral  for  future  services,  and  an  enlarged 
establishment. 

I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  the  same  principle  which 


^*Pf  i  increase  and  per:nanency  ;  and  the  long,  faith- 
ful,; ijid  honorable  service  which  its  senior  officers  have 
renify^^'^d  their  country;  appear  to  me  to  justify  and 
call  ;rj)r  the  aj)pointment  of  officers  of  a  higher  grade 
thafk^hat  of  c«ptain. 

X.'^fh  of  connuy,  and  the  laudable  desire  of  honora- 
ble Jttjtne,  are  tt'ong  exi'itements  to  noble  action;  but 
the-  jJr^pect  of  progressive  promotion  to  the  highest 
disfuTc^ron  wfeiih  taleiUs,  zeal,  and  valor,  may  justly 
aspirl  p»,  is  not  perhaps  less  active  and  stimulating. 

t^iplains  olf|long  and  honorable  standing  in  the 
Nav  -  •'         ■  • 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  JONES. 

Hon.  C.  Tait.  Ch'n  Saral  Committee,  Senate. 

The  report,  together  with  llie  resolution";,  were 
read,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 


TiESDAY.  NoFen)ber  29. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 


csnnot  but  contrast  the  cheerless  prospect  of    and   others;  and    ihe  following  amendment  was 


prcji^tion  m  tbv  naval  i^crvice,  with  the  rapid  and  high 
disfiiVtion  to  which  thetr  military  brethren,  with  equal, 
bubR4)f  highec  pretensi<}ns,  have  attained. 

t**  naval  force,  in  orficers,  seamen,  and  marines,  is 
prol.jfcjy  two-filth  parts, of  the  whole  military  force  of 
the;  {Juiled  States,  actually  employed,  in  which  there 
are, )J;  think,  <;ight  majiir  generals  and  sixteen  briga- 
dieo^.x;clu8iv.,  of  those  of  the  staff,  who  enjoy  the  rank, 
pay'3in'i  emoUiineiits,  ot"  brigadiers. 

'i'i?  effect  <.f  a  Iimit«,d  grade,  without  hope  of  pro- 


proposed,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe: 

Strike  out,  from  the  word  «  of,"  in  the  seventh  line, 
to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert,  "  as  a  full  compen- 
sation for  the  freight  of  the  ship  -\llegany  from  Al- 
giers to  Gibraltar." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith.  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to.  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Friday  ne.xt. 

A  messan;e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


moi,Jn,  IS  to  contract  the  range  of  study  and  profes-    informed  the  Senate  thai  the  House' have  passed 
siony  aKtainmont  within  the  sphere  of  the  command    a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 


ofsf^urals  in  that  service,  will  exhibit  the  following 
reswr^  -vjz :  of  v^iips  of  s<venty-four  guns  and  upwards, 
thetijvwe —  » 


"^ilitlding,  jfctiout  -  -  .  .  . 
Ttt  «irdinary,  about  -  -  .  . 
*J; yards,  b'o«ipital,  prison,  store  ships,  6tc. 
9)1;  Qommic>!don,  about    -         -         -         . 


^ 


Total 


24 
54 
33 

99 

210 


The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  readinir. 

The  resolution  fro^m  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives appomting  a  committee  on  their  part,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
ot  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whether 
Congress  may  not  be  more  conveniently  accommo- 
dated, either  by  an  alteration  of  the  present  Cham- 
bers, or  by  procuring  other  rooms  within  a  con- 
venient distance  of  the  public  offices,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

On  lf»e  question.  Shall  thiwesolution  pass?  it 

ral8.,^,ipon  halt- pay  ;  thus  exhibiting   more  than  two     ^^^   determined   in  the   negative— yeas    11.  nays 

adn,^ils  for  every  ship  of  seventy-four  guns  and  up-  j  ^^j  as  follows: 

war.-^  lU  com>;iission.  )      V,,s_Me.srs.  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin.  Gaillard, 

•i  ■  > 


f  ♦  ?  

l.ti"  listof  aJinirals  contains  two  hundred  and  nine, 
exc{,jjj|ivf  of  twenty-seven  superannuated  rear  admi- 
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German,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horaey,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, and  Mason. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberta, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner, 
Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 


Senate. 


Wed.ne.sdav,  November  30. 

Mr.  Frcmenti.n,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  pat- 
ent for  his  improvement  on  steam  engines  cor- 
rectlvr  engrossed  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown. 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors  "  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  .Mr.  Daggett,  to  refer 
the  said  bill  to  a  select  committee  ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Bleosoe,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson  submiitedjhe  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolred,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  as  relates  to  naval  affairs,  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  by  law 
that  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  authorized  to 
be  built  or  purchased,  by  an  act  passed  the  fifteenth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  may  be  entitled  to  receive  the  whole  of  the 
prize  money  which  may  arise  from  the  sale  of  such 
vessel  or  vessels  and  their  cargoes  as  they  may  cap- 
ture, and  which  may  be  condemned  as  good  prize  ac- 
cording to  law;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported,  on  the  2Sth  instant,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs;  and,  having  agreed  to 
the  lirst  resolution,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the 
turther  consideration  of  the  second  resolution  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  first  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  thereof. 

•u/T ^r  ^^"ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  in 
addition  to  an  act.  entitled  "'An  act  more  effec- 
^  u-  k'"  "^^^"^^^  for  the  national  defence  by  es- 
ir  J  o"  *°  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Ander- 
so.N,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  library 
of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
V  '°  ^9!"™'"^^  of  t^»e  VVhole;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Hunter,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Thursday,  December  1. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  refer 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members, 
the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
btates.  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquor.^,"  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  agreed  thereto:  and 
Messrs.  Taylor.  Bledsoe,  Brow.n,  Chace,  and 
Daggett,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
htT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol^,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 

!  loan  act,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  national  defence  by  establishin<'  an 
uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States;" 

,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tcrner.  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
1  he  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

(  I'REaiDENT  OF  THE   UniTED  StaTES  : 

Tu  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representativai  of  the  United  Statet  .- 
I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the  com- 
munications last  received  from  the  Ministers  Extraor- 
dinary   and   Plerlipotentiary  of  the   United  States  at 
j  Uheni,  explaining  the  course  and  actual  state  of  their 
I  negotiations  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Decembkb  1,  1814. 

The  Message  and  communications  therein  re- 
ferred to  were  read,  and  five  hundred  copies 
iliereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Friday,  December  2. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  ths  Navy,  on 
the  petition  of  Edward  Bland  and  others,  referred 
to  him  the  17th  of  October;  and  the  report  was 
read  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  report, 
toirether  with  the  accompanying  documents,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon   by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  30th  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Anderson. 
for  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law,  in  relation  to  oncers  and  crews  of 
certain  vessels;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
late  President  of  the  United  States;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  duties  oa 
carriages,  and  the  harness  used  therefor;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
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en-^1  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
an  ij  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  duties  on 
saly  jai  auction,  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and  on 
lic(k)Ji»'s  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
fortjgn  merchandise;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
qu^^i  ?he  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

'''*he  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
pa^ed  to  the  second  reading. 

*|jhe  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver 
Rya'os's  patent  for  hvs  improvement  on  steam  en- 
gFcjJjri  was  rc»d  a  thtrd  time,  and  passed. 

Vh9  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"VVi^ale,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  in  ad- 
dij»*)|i  to  an  act.  entitled  ''An  act  more  effectually 
toi(fr.>vide  io,T  the  national  defence  by  esiablish- 
inW  an  uniform  mvlitia  throughout  the  iJnited 
Si^*s." 


pointed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priating the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Morrow. 
and  Wharto.n,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  library 
of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


MoNHAV.  December  5. 
Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  John  C. 
Hurlbur:.  late  of  Chatham,  in  the  district  of  Con- 
necticut, now  a  prisoner  confined  in  jail  at  Hart- 
ford, in  said  district,  for  an  alleged  violation  of 
the  embargo  law.  as  stated  in  the  petition,  and 
praying  relief  for  reasons  therein  stated;  and  the 


'.^^rt  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  that  the  further  '  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com 
cc;^jderatit>D  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first  i  mittee.  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
M'liday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in  j  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Daggett.  Thompson, 
th*1^ffirraaii=ve— yeas  IG,  nays  12.  as  follows:         \  and  Chace,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

•  ♦•ijAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Golds-  |  Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
b<)<»r;gh,  Gorf.  Horsuy,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  .Ma-  I  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  provide 
soi^^Sniith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  and  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
M  Sfcrr.  Government   and  maintaining  the  public  credit 

;j#«T9— Mei^srs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
q.^,|u,  Gaillard,  German,  Lacock,  .Morrow,  RoberU,  i  United  States,  and  t»y  amending  the  act  laying 
Xrf.l.»;m,  and  Wharton.  |  duties  on  licenses  to  dist.llersof  spirituous  liquors,'' 

•  J^U,  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  j  reported  it  with  amendments. 
rc^^i>red,_0!r  the  2U\  of  October,  the  petition  of  j      Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  same  committee,  also 


t'^id  M.  OUarkson  and  others,  citizens  of  New 
Y'vYk.  praying  the  establishment  of  a  National 
llijhKi  repori^d  a  bill  to  incorporate  tbe  subscribers 
iiivii?',;  BartH  of  the  United  States  of  America; 
aj^  the  bfJ^was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
rt*^ng.  ; 
'jffhe  Sei  5te  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W:»oie.  the  ^:onsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
c^owie  ai>d  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  on  motion. 
b^Mr.  Smi/h,  the  consideration  thereof  was  fur- 
ttXr  postponed  to.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
fcii  Tuesday  next. 

»  •  Saturday,  December  3. 

•rbe  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  provide  additional 
rrlenue?  ^oi,  defraying  the  expenses  of  Guvern- 
rul^rvt  and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  duties 


reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by 
duties  on  carriages,  and  the  harness  used  there- 
for," without  amendment. 

Mr.  King  presented  a  memorial  of  a  commit- 
tee appointed  by  five  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  to  take  into  consideration  all  matters 
relating  to  the  state  of  credit  in  that  city  ;  remon- 
strating against  the  proposed  incorporation  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  read 
the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  lo  strike  out.  sec- 


o,f  sales  at  tiuction  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and  ,  tion  1.  lioe  4,  "  fifty,"  and  insert  -'twenty,"  in  lieu 
cjh^ense.:  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and:  thereof.^'  reducing  the  proposed  amount  of  the 
tc^ei^n  mrrrhandise."  was  read  the  second  time;  i  capital  stock  from  fifty  to  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
7i^\  referrr.i  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re-    lars-after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana    the 


ti^ed,  the  1st  inst:.nt.  the  bill,  entitled  -'An  act 
t.'^provide  additioDal  revenues  for  defraying  the 
e\,)enses  of  Government  and  maintaining'  the 
\t^\\c  credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
vEli^'n  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 


further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 

of 
puDiic  credit  by 


.•^<ft  |j«ying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 1  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
"^^T^i-  Tr    rVr'i^""  ^"'^  ■•^PO''^ /hereon.  Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by 

^Ihebill  en  itled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
njopues  tor  delraying  the  expenses  of  Govern-  ted  States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
ni^m  and  maintain  ng  the  public  credit  by  duties  I  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors."  to- 
or.  oarriagfs,  and  the  harness  used  therefor,"  was  |  gether  with  the  amendments  reported    hereto  by 

XJ  LrmPntr'n^n'",     ''^'''f  ''  'i^' ""^'    '^'  ''^'''  committee;   and   the  amendment,   m 
rfljtiee   las.    mentioned,   to   consider  and  report    part,  with  further  amendments,  v. ere  agreed  to  ; 

lijj-reDn.  nn<l  r.n  ,«„#. —    k.,  a«-  r^ .    ._     .   •■*         .  .1 

pa  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  a  committee  was  ap- 


and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out  the 
25th  section  of  the  bill,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Tuesday,  December  6. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  C.  Hurlburt.  of  Chatham,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut ;  and  tbe  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  certain  naval  oflScers  therein  named  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  HoRSET  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  containing  the  Rpecification  of  the  various 
post  offiics  in  the  Stales,  respectively  ;  the  annual 
emoluments  of  the  postmasters,  and  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditures incident  to  their  respective  offices  ;  as,  also, 
the  annual  amount  of  the  gross  and  net  revenue  de- 
rived therefrom  between  the  30th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1810,  and  the  Ist  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1814. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors;"  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
Mr.  Ger.man's  motion,  to  strike  out  section  25, as 
follows: 

•*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  future  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  distiller  or  distillers  of  domestic  spirits, 
and  all  persons  from  whose  materials  such  spirits  shall 
be  distilled,  to  sell  without  hcenie  any  quantity  there- 
of, not  less  than  one  gallon  :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15, 
nays  13,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  lirown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Goldsborough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  .Mason,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Condit,  Gail- 
lard, Lacock,  .Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  Pheside.nt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Houhe  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe,  to  strike  out,  from 
the  1st  section,  the  word  "twenty,"  where  it  oc- 
curs, and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  "fifteen,"  reduc- 
ing the  rate  of  duties;  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Y''*"— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Robert*,  Turner,  Walker,  and  Whar- 
ton. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  GaUiard,  German,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Larubert,  Mason,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  and  Varnum. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  27,  nays  1.  as  follows: 

Ykas — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Dagi^ett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Golds- 
borough, Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Lam- 


bert, Mason,   Morrow,  RoberU,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton! 
Nat — Mr.  Bledsoe. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  havey)assed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"\ith 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  motion  made 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  strike  out  of  section 
one,  line  four,  the  word  '•  fifty,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  "twenty,"  reducing  the  proposed  amount 
of  the  capital  stock  from  fifty  to  twenty  millions 
of  dollars— on  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  it  was 
agreed  to  take  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays; 
and.  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision 
for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Stales;"  and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  December  7. 

Tke  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Hurlburt,  of 
Chatham,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain 
naval  ofl'icers  therein  mentioned  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  ye.'^terday  by  Mr.  Horsey,  request- 
ing a  specification  of  the  various  post  offices,  &.c.. 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provis- 
ion for  filling  tne  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;"  and  concurred  therein. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  fiave  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  staff"  officers 
of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
naval  and  marine  officers,  in  certain  cases;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  militia  and  volunteer  soldiers  who 
shall  die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  lo  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and 
organize  themselves  and  offer  their  services  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,"  in  which 
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^i\li  ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
»;'!••; 

YtUi^  Seiiate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVJhfcl^thi;  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
J^eJ  iWc  sjibscriberh  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
iilaies  of  America. 

|%>n  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  made 
Wf  the  5th  instant,  by  xMr.  Mason,  to  strike  out  of 
bj^tjon  one.  line  four,  the  word  "fifty."  and  in- 
»?,-tjm  lieu  thereof,  'twenty,"  reducing  the  pro- 
Iitjs.|d  amount  of  the  capital  stock  from  fifty  to 
tv^etity  millions  of  dollars;  it  was  determined  in 


ferred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  first  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pen.<:es  of  Government  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors."  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplemental  to  the 
acts  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several  sums  of 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  three  millions 
ot  dollars,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unaoi- 
-  mous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 

lews.  Brown.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  i  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
I&";  ^"'•''''>«^°"S^' ^''r*-.  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  '       The  bill,  entitled   "An  act   directing   the  staff 
I^^bert.  Mason,  and  rhompson.  |  oflBcers  of  the  Army  to  comply  with   the  renu," 

_f<N.Ts-Me«8r»     Aaderson.   Bibb,    Bledsoe,    Brent,    tions  of    naval    and    marme^fficers    in    JeJlaTn 


tpi?  tiegatirt 
i  Y«a8 — Me! 


—yeas  13,  nays  18.  as  follows: 


Jlljate,  Coridit.  Gail  lard.  Lacock.  Morrow,  Roberta, 
I|.JiWon,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnura, 
y^yiker,  and  Wharton. 

I  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  strike  out  of  sec- 
ttcti  one,  line  six,  the  word  '"forty,"  and  insert  in 
llfcU:  thereof,  -thirty"— Mr.  Dana  called  for  a 
(fln-Jion  ot  the  question,  and  it  was  taken  on 
s^piki'ig  out,  and  determined  in  the  ue<Taiive— 
yi^s- 13,  nays  18.  as  follows : 

J^V'~^*r,'"-  ^''^''"'  ^'^SSttU  Dana,  Fromentin, 
t-fcrri*n,  Goidsborough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kin»r 
i|wnt>frt.  Mason,  and  Thompson. 
^Nits— Mewrs.  Anderson.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
g^icje.  CoRdit.  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
^Uo^on,  .Smith,  Twt,  Taylor,  Turner.  Varnum, 
V^jtltPr,  anti  Wharton. 

\Mi^r  further  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

4    » 


*l 


-  » 


ThurscJay,  December  S. 


|TLo  three  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 

ctrrvoce  were  read,  and  passed. 
jMr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion- 
IH^r^hed,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  the day  of 

-Jj-^procee^l    to  the, choice   of  an   Assistant    Door- 

iMr,  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
l*rs.  ro  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
allV^y.i  t  second  instant,  made  report,  to- 
g^lhe^  with  the  following  resolution  : 

J-  Jf^-ioW,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  thia  time  to 
aJj..r  tJ,e  law^  respecting  the  iSavy  pension  fund." 
rf^tid  the  report  and  resolution  were  read 
JA  message  from  t(ie  House  of  Representatives 
''f '^'/"^^  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
aj^i^entithed  "An  act  making  additional  appro- 
Pt^tlons  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 


cases,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and  organ- 
ize themselves,  and  offer  their  s-rvices  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  provide  for  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  militia  and  volunteer  sol- 
diers who  shall  die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States."  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  to  coo- 
sider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tavlor,  the  title  was 
amended,  by  inserting  after  "States"  the  words 
•'and  Territories  thereof.''  ' 

Jieaotved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Hurlburt.  of 
Chatham,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was  read 
athird  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  the  further 
consideration    thereof  was    postponed    until    to- 
morrow. 


ei|hi  Jiundred  and  fourteen  ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  I            ^^^^  ^^^  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

rM  loThe  iecol'd 'reTd'.t""''''  ""'  "'^'  ""''  •  °"  ■""l"'"-  "-^  M'-  «'"<=■  ">  ^'"^^  <>«,  of  sec- 

'2l>P   hill^.nti.ioJ..A      ^"        I  "on  two,  line  eleven,  after  the  word  "States"  the 

ar£  .riation      or   the    e^^^^^                 additional  following  words:  "or  in   the  public  debt  of  the 

itisLd  e.  "ht  hundred  and  fourt.ln'"''''  ""!  J^""'^  ^'"'"'  contracted  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 

ihrlserond   t.iBe  bv  un«nimnn                 ''''V'*'^  Congre.ss.  entitled  -An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for 
^|s.cond   time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 1  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollars," 

tk  j 
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passed  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  or  contracted,  or  to  be 
contracted,  by  virtue  of  any  subsequent  act  and 
acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed  authorizing  a 
loan  or  loans."  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  "or  io 
any  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  bearing  at 
the  lime  of  payment  an  interest  of  six  |ier  cent, 
annually  ;"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  11,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  German, Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard.  Lacock.  Morrow, 
KoberU,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait.  Taylor.  Turner.  Var- 
num, Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Fromentin,  to  strike  out 
of  section  two,  line  twenty-seven,  after  the  word 
"paid."  the  word  "twenty,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  "sixty;"  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 10,  nays  19,  as  fdllow!": 

YiAs— Messrs.  Brown.  Daggett.  Fromentin,  Golds- 
borough.  Gore.  Horsey.  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  and 
.Mason. 

Nati— .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe.  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  (Jerman,  Lacock.  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Robinson.  Smith.  Tait.  'I'aylor,  Turner,  Var- 
num.  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill,  as  follows: 

"Sac.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the 
said  corporation  shall  do,  or  cause,  or  permit  to  be 
done  or  transacted,  on  iu  behalf  or  for  its  use,  any 
matter  or  thing  injurious  to  the  public  welfare,  and 
not  authorized  Ijj-  this  act,  or  shall  neglect  to  do  any 
matter  or  thing  which  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  said  cor- 
poration to  do,  it  shall,  in  each  and  every  such  case, 
be  comfK-tent  and  lawful  for  Congress  to  repeal  so 
much  of  this  act  as  allows  the  notes  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration to  be  received  in  payment  to  the  United  Slates  ." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  13 
nays  18.  as  follows:  ' 

Ykas— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett.  Dana.  Fromentin, 
German.  Goldsborough.  Gore,  Huraev.  Hunter.  King. 
Lambert.  .Mason,  and  Thompson. 

Nais— .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe.  Brent. 
Chace,  Condit.  Gaillard.  Lacock.  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Kobinson,  Smith.  Tait,  Taylor.  Turner,  Varnum. 
"alkcr,  and  Wharton. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  add  a  new  sec- 
tion, as  lollows: 

'♦  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Congress  may 
repeal  so  much  of  this  act  as  relates  to  the  payment  of 
the  public  revenue  in  the  bills  of  the  said  bank  :" 

It  was  determined  m  the  negative— yeas  10 
nays  21,  as  lullows; 

Ykas— Messrs.  Dana,  Fromentin,  German.  Golds- 
borough,  (.ore.  Horsey,  King,  Lambert.  Mason,  and 
1  iiompson. 

NAis-Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb.  Bledsoe.  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  (Jaillard,  Hunter,  La- 
cock Morrow  RobcrU,  Robinson,  Smith.  Tait.  Tay- 
lor,  Turner,  Varnum.  Walker,  and  Wharton 


I      On  the  question.  Shall   this  bill  be  engrossed 
j  and  read  a  third  time  a>  amended  7  it  was  deter- 
mined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  18.  nays  13,  as 

follows : 

y^*^»—yiesatB.    Anderson.   Bibb.    Bledsoe,    Brent, 
Chace,   Condit.   Gaillard,   Lacock,    Morrow,  Roberts 
Robinson.  Smith.  Tait.    Taylor.    Turner.    Varnum. 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

.\ats— Messrs.  Brown.  Daggett.  Dana.  Fromentin, 
German.  Goldslwrough.  Gore.  Horsey,  Hunter,  King. 
Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 


And    the   President  reported   the  bill  to  the 
House  amended. 


Fhidav.  December  9. 
The   Senate  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the 
8ih  instant.     Whereupon, 

Jitsolred,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
alter  the  laws  respecting  the  Navy  pensioi  fund. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  for  the  choice  of  an  assis- 
tant doorkeeper;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kur;z,  and  others  ; 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate   resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
VV  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying 
i  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
'  public  credit,  by  duties  on  carriages,  and  the  har- 
ness   used   therefor;"  and   the   bill' having   been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
!  accordingly. 

On  the  quistion.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
I  grossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  tiraeas  atnended  ? 
'  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  certain  naval  officers  th'ereia 
named;  and  the  further  co  isideratiou  thereof 
was  postponed  Io,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  directing  the 
stafl  officers  of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quisitions of  naval  and  marine  officers  in  certain 
ca.<=es,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Siairt  of  America,  was  read 
a  third  time;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  17.  nays  14.  as 
follows: 

Yeas — .Messrs.  .\nder.son.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent. 
Chace,  Condit,  Lacock.  .Morrow,  Rolwrts.  Robinson, 
Smith.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  M'alker,  and 
Wharton. 
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\j]XAT«—Jle88r8r  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,    the  amendments  of  the  Senate  la  the  bill  entitled 
(Milliard,  Gorman,  Gwlsdsborough.  Gore.  Horsey,  Hun-  \  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  fordefrav- 


t#,  King,  Jjambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson 
^o  it  was  Hesoked.  That   this  bill   pass,  and 
ijil   the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  incorporate 
t J?  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales 
I  America." 


Saturday,  December  10. 

;.  The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
^provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
^^enses  q(  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
flyA\c  credit,  by  duties  on  carriages,  and  the  har- 
fc^,t>»  u^ed  therefor,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
•t|()4'ided,  and  passfd  with  amendments. 
jlH^he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  staff 
<i?5(*ers  of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
t-«|i^s  of  naval  and  jnarine  officers  in  certain  cases. 


wft>  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

^J?he  bill.        

tWopriaiu 

'^1  read  a  third  ti(ne  and  passed 


entitled  "'An  act  making  additional 
iropriaiions  for  the  service  of  the  year  1814," 


l"^}  -   Mo.NDAY.  December  12. 

^%l|he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WiJIjole,  tUe  considt?ration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
•^'jf.^PPoif'tment  of  certain  naval  officers  therein 
^j^nied  ;  a,id  the  bill  having  been  amended,  tht 
I*jkejjident  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 
';>jn  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
ftj^  read  ft  third  lime  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
5*»ftoined  jn  the  affirmative. 

r-^^  Tuesday,  December  13. 

*».^'^6  Seoate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ration  rasde  the  8ih  instant  for  the  choice  of  an 
jHlsistant  Doorkeeper  ;  and  the  further  considera- 
ir<|n  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 

;TNt''-  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
frrjerred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
U^ional  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
OjT^rnment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit. 
1^^  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of 
Uf'Kers,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
^afwjors.  and  foreign  merchandise  ;"  reported  it 
>^h  amendments. 

*jrhe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
K'^Vforthe  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  other 


fray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors,  except  the  amendment  to  the 
tenth  section,  and  the  amendment  striking  out 
the  twenty-fifih  section  of  the  bill,  and  that  they 
disagree  to  the  said  amendment  tu  the  tenth  sec- 
tion, and  to  the  striking  out  the  said  iwenly-Gfih 
section. 

The  SeD:ite  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  ihe 
postage  of  letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wioes, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendmenls  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee  ;  and  the  amendments  were 
agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Horsey,  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows  : 

"  S«i .  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  there  shall  be  ad- 
ded to  the  rates  oi  postage,  as  at  present  established  by 
law,  a  sum  e(|ual  to  fifty  per  ceniuin  upon  the  amount 
of  such  rates  respectively,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States.  And  the  said  additional  sum  of  fifty  per  cen- 
tum shall  be  charged,  collected,  i)aid,  and  accounted 
for,  in  like  manner,  by  the  same  officer,  subject  in  all 
respects  to  the  same  regulations  and  provisions,  and 
with  the  like  fines,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  remedies, 
for  breaches  of  the  law,  as  are  provided  for  charging, 
collecting,  and  paying  the  original  rates  of  postage  to 
which  the  said  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  is  hereby  added 
and  attached." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays,  14.  as  follows  : 

Vkas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter.  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  and 
Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Uibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Condit,  Fro- 
mentin, Gaillard,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tail,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Varnum.  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

I       And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
I  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Taylor,  to  insert,  in  seciioa 
I  5.  line  9.  after  the  word  "  act,"  the  following 
I  words,  •'  except  the  rates  of  postage  :"  it  was  de- 


ajjjljon  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consid-  '  J.^^J'"'"^''  '«  the  affirmative— yeas  14,  nays  12,  as 

^•iiiion  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  second!  '^^''o*^^- 

.\Jhi,i.iav  in  January  next.  j       Yea.s— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Dana,  Gaillard.  Ger- 

=J^t\  bill  authorizing  ihe  appointment  of  certain  \  man.  Horsey,  Lambert,  Roberts.  Tait,  Taylor,  Thomp- 

r^^pl  officers  therei;i  named,  was  read  a  third  time  *  *°"'.  '^"''n*'".  Varnum,  and  Wharton. 

%#lh>assed.  -Nats— .Messrs.    Brown,    Chace,    Condit,   Daggett, 

JK  *  be  biil  autliorizes  tfie  President  of  the  Uni-  '  ^™"«"^o.  Gore.    Hunter,   King,    .Mason,   Morrow, 

f  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of'  ^™"^^'»nJ  ^Valker. 
;Senate.  to  appoint  one  Vice  Admiral,  and  two  {      O"  the  question.  Shall  the  amendmenls  be  en- 
ar  Admirals;  aiid  fixes  their  compensation.] 
♦?:  .  


WED.NEf<iDAY,  December  14. 

'fj^;  messasre  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

^i^med  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 


grossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
11  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

.Mr.  Gore  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  t/ie  widow  of  Elbridge  Gerry,  deceased, 
late  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates,  of  such 
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salary  as  would  have  been  payable  to  him  during 
the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  be  was  elected, 
had  he  so  long  lived. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by 
laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

Resolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amendment 
to  the  tenth  section. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  they  insist  on 
their  amendments,  striking  out  the  twenty-fifth 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative—  yeas  14.  nays  9,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — .Messrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard, 
German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Smith,  Thompson,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on 
their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Taylor.  King,  and 
Bledsoe,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  conference 
on  the  part  of  :he  Senate. 


Thursday.  December  15. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  tiiat  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
*•  An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Slates 
against  invasion."  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  tenth  section,  and  to  the  amend- 
ment striking  out  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  Stales, 
and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors."  They  agree  to 
the  conference  proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Varnlm  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Renner  and  Nathaniel  Heath,  slating  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  they  were 
proprietors  of  an  extensive  manufactory  of  cor- 
dage, in  the  Ciiy  of  Washington,  and  had  on 
hand  a  large  quantity  of  materials,  which  were 
totally  consumed  and  destroyed  by  them  ;  and 
praying  indemnificaii»jn  therefor,  for  reasons  sla- 
ted in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  the  peti- 
tion, together  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
was  referred  to  the  commiiiee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  23.1  of  September,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
13lh  Con.  3d  Sess.— 5 


Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the 
postage  of  letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  was 
read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
19,  nays  7.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Mason, 
Morrow,  RoberU,  Robinson,  Smith,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  and  Thompson. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Fro.mentin, 
the  title  was  amended,  to  strike  out  "on  the  post- 
age of  letters,"  and  insert,  at  the  end  thereof, 
"and  for  increasing  the  rates  of  postage." 

Mr.  Go're  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  authorizing  payment  to  the  widow  of  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  of  such  salary  as  would  have  been 
payable  to  him,  during  the  residue  of  the  term 
for  which  be  was  elected,  had  he  so  long  lived; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '"  An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  to  call  upon  the  several  States 
and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective  quotas 
of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  mili- 
tia, for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
Stales  against  invasion." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  last  mentioned,  as 
amended,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  which  passed  the 
Senate  on  the  7ih  instant,  calling  for  a  specifica- 
tion of  the  various  post  offices  in  the  States  re- 
spectively. <tc.,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  containing  a  specification  of 
the  various  post  offices  in  the  States  respectively, 
of  the  emoluments  of  the  postmasters,  and  the 
amount  of  expenditures  incident  to  their  respec- 
tive offices,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1814, 
10  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  same  year;  and. 
also,  the  amount  of  the  gross  and  net  revenue  de- 
rived therefrom  during  the  same  period. 

Friday,  December  16. 
The  Senate  spent  most  of  this  day  in  the  con- 
sideration of  Executive  business. 
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ATB. 

^,Tbe  bill  auihorii:ing  payment  to  the  widow  of 
Jfc|l|ridge  Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vice  President  of 
ihejUnite.l  States,. of  such  salary  as  would  have 
jrt"*ji  payable  to  hitn  during  the  residue  of  the 
t*r^  for  which  he  was  elected,  had  he  so  long 
ijiV«j(f,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
it-ip  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amend- 
fi^t'jit  having  been  agreed  to,  on  the  question, 
f^til  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
ft-  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14. 
(HtjfS  12,  a.^  follow;?: 

jL^FAg — Messrs.  Brown,  Chacc,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
ij?.till«rd,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Kobinson,  Smith, 
■JIJjU,  Taylor,  and  Tltoropson. 

*  N'ats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  German, 
t^ctKrk,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Roberts,  'I^urncr,  Varnum, 
i/^ker,  and  Wharton. 

^Mr.  Taylor,  frojao  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
^j^tpenaif,  at  the  (Conference  on  the  disagreeing 
V'|:k*s  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill,  enliile'd  '•  An 
4''c;;5to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
itJj^i-Xpenies  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
Ji,1j^ic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
t^.i^xn  ihe  United  States  and  Territories  thereof. 
4j*l'0y  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
U^iiiillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  reported  : 
^^  rhat  the  said  managers  have  met  and  conferred 
v^r  the  managers  on  the  part  o(  the  House  of  Repre- 
■^^tniivcs,  and  have  ugreed  with  them  to  recommend 
tMi^be  benaie  to  amend  the  amendment  to  the  tenth 
•^;»^ion.  to  strike  out  Vhe  whole  of  the  tenth  lection. 

•  I  hat  tUe  Senate  do  recede  from  their  amendment, 
to^tr.ke  out  the  2.5th  section  of  said  bill. 

J  \nd,  to- conform  ihe  18th  section  to  the  amcnd- 
n-«iis  in  other  parts  of  the  bill,  by  which  '  February' 
w^.  ,nserte<J  in  lieu  cf  'January,'  in  line  13,  of  said 
8,t5ion.  to  sirike  out  -January,'  and  insert  'February." 

2"  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

yiie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
oi^he  managers  on  iheir  part,  at  the  conference 
oiithe  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on 
th?  bill  laM  mentioned.     Whereupon 

mesolved,  That  ti.ey  so  far  recede  from  their 
aif^-ndments,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
r.lj^ntatives,  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  com- 
lii«tee  of  conference. 

ilr.  Brow.n,  from  the  committee  on  so  much 
J,,tbe  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Rl.V#s  as  relates  to  military  affairs,  to  whom  were 
retjrred  thy  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
a»?^tjitives  »o  the  bill,  entitled  -  An  act  to  author- 
iz^tf''^^  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
Uj'.iJ  the  several  Slates  and  Territories  thereof 
Ior>lheir  respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand 
Ipyr.htjndrvd  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence 
ojj^l^e  Ironuers  of  the  United  States  against  luva- 
s^4y.  together  wiih  the  bill,  reported  thai  the 
gi^rt-ite  con  :ur  therein,  in  part,  wuh  certain  moJi- 
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"An  act  to  proTtde  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  duties  oo  sales  at 
auction,  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and  on  licenses 
to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise,"  except  the  amendment  to  the  filth 
section,  to  which  amendment  they  disagree.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  -An  act  giving  further 
time  to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands,  confirmed 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  •  An  act  confirm- 
ing certain  claims  to  lands  m  the  district  of  Vin- 
cennes;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  *•  An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches;"  in  which  bills'they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  die  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
i  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  lo 
the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  to  call  upon  the  several 
Slates  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective 
quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty 
rnilitia.  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States  against  invasion."  together  with  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  thereon.  Where- 
upon, 

liesolvfd,  That  they  agree  to  some,  and  disa- 
gree to  other  amendments  of  the  House  uf  Repre- 
sentatives to  thi>  bill. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit 
by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of 
letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  raerchandtse."  Whereupon 
Resolved,  That  they  recede  therefrom.  * 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  payment  to  the 
widow  of  Elt)ridge  Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  such  salary  as 
would  have  been  payable  to  him  during  the  resi- 
due of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  had  he 
so  long  lived,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 


_?.^me.s.safi.o  from  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives 

n^4r,aed    he-  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  all 

ifec^ymendments  of  jhe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 


Tuesday,  December  20. 
The   credentials  of  Jonatham   Roberts,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  fourth  of  March  next,  were  read 
and  Uid  on  file.  ' 

Mr.  Gore  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration;  which  was  read,  and  pa.-ised  to  the 
second  reading. 

h'exolvcd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  au- 
Ihorucd  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  iho  ex- 
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pensea  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Vice  Presi-  may  possess  of  the  force  and  condition  of  the  Teasels 
dent  of  the  United  States,  whenever  the  same  shall  of  war  of  the  enemy  on  the  same  Lake;  and  such  in- 
hnve  been  allowed  and  certified  by  the  committee  of,  formation  as  he  may  deem  it  proper  lo  communicate 
arrangement.  of  the  means  and  preparation  requisite  for  the  purpese 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  further  time  ,  of  acquiring  and  maintaining  the  naval  ascendency  on 
to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands,  confirmed  by  an  ,  ^*l'^  ^'"^^^  '*"  "'^  intention  to  that  effect  be  conlempla- 
act  of  Congress,  entitled   'An  act  confirming  cer-    ^''^  °"  ^^*  P"*  "'f'^''  ""'^^  ^^*'"- 

tain  claims  to  lands  in  the  districtof  Vincennes,"  I  

was  read  the  second   time,  and   referred   to   the  Thursday,  December  22. 

committee  to  whom  was  referred,  oil  the  2d  Sep-  Xhe  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
tember,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the.  Senate  to  pay.  out  of  the  cuntmgent  fund  the 
Indiana  Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  ;  expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Vice 
Thebill,  entitled  -An  act  to  provide  additional,  President,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
revenues  for  defraying  tne   expenses   of  Govern- ;  foUo^s  • 

ment  and  maintaining  ihc  public  credit,  by  lay-  ■  Jiesohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
ing  duties  on  various  goods,  wares  and  merchan-  J  authorized  to  pay,  out  of  tne  contingent  fund,  the 
dise,  manufactured  within  the  United  States,  '  ,  expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Vice 
was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  ,  president  of  the  United  States,  whenever  the 
coinmitiee  to  whorn  was  referred,  the  1st  instant,  I  same  >hall  have  been  allowed  and  certified  by  the 
the  bill,  entitled   "An   act    to   provide  additional  i  commiitee  of  arrangement. 

revenues  lor  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern-  The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
ment.  and  maintaininfl:  the  public  credit,  by  laying  I  suppienjental  to  the  acts  authorizing  a  loan  for 
dut^ies  ori  spirits  distilled  within  ihe  United  States  j  n.e  v^gveral  sums  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
and  the  rerritories  thereof,  and  by  amending  the  ,  lars,  and  three  millions  of  dollars,"  was  read  a 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit-  |  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
uous  liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon.         ,  ments 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  additional  ,  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern-  ;  motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Hunter,  relative 
luenl,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  ,  to  vessels  of  war  on  Lake  Ontario, 
duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  ex-  i  Qn  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed  to  take 
clusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  |  the  question  bv  yeas  and  nays;  and,  on  motion 
and  silver  watches,  was  read  the  second  time,  j  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideratiou  thereof, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  j  was  postponed  until  to-morrow, 
consider  and  report  thereon.  j      ,vir.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to   whom 

I  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  fur- 
ther time  to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands  con- 
firmed by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of 
Vincenne^,"  reported  it  without  amendment ;  and 
the  bill  wa»  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
,  .  -,  .  ,  --,,  ,  .  I  Whole,  and  amended  ;  and  the  President  reported 
ered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no  it  ,^  the  House  accordingly, 
amendrncnt  having  been  proposed,  the  resolution  Qn  the  question,  shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  I  grossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  asamended  ? 
"^^'  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

the  memorial  of  Wil- 
le  had  been  appointed, 
1806,  inspector  of  the 
„  ,,  r  1   .-.       •■,  .  ,        '      .  vu;.vuuu3  Ml  iii^r  uioiiiviui  Niagara,  aud  had  per- 

mill.ons  of  dollars,    reported  It  with  amendments,    formed  the  duties  confided  to  hira,  fur  which  he 
Which  were  considered  as  in  ComrBittee  uf  the  |  t,aj   ^ot  received  adequate  compensation,  as   is 

.K.  Km  .      ^^'Ij^'^  '°'  ""'^  '.^',  President  reported    ^i^ted  in  the  memorial ;  and  praying  relief;  and 
the  bill  to  the  House  amended  accordingly.  .i.„  „„ ;„i  „,,,  ,„,^  r    }     o 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
It  was  tletermined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Prehident  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Honorable  Thomas  Worthington,  notifying  the 
resignation  of  his  seat  in  the  Senate  ;  which  was 
read. 


Wednesday,  December  2L 
The  resolution   authorizing   the   Secretary   of 
the  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Vice 
President,  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  consid 


Mr.  Hunter  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

lieaolved.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  lo  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
force  and  condition  of  the  vessels  of  wnr  of  the  United 
Stales  on  l<ake  Ontario,  and  such  informalion  as  he 


the  memorial  was  read. 

Friday,  December  23. 
A  mes-age  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
amendments,  disagreed   to  by  the   Senate,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  autliorize   the   President 
of  the   United    States    to  call   upon   the  several 
States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective 
quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty 
militia,  fur  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States  ag.iinst  invanon."     They  ask  a  con- 
ference   on    the    disagreeing    votes   of    the    two 
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Hbi^**!!,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  iheir  I  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Go?ern- 

pari;    They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act    meat,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 

*       ■'       •'  '  ""       •   '       •       -L  -     iog  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to 

provide  for  assessing  and  colieciiug  the  same," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred,  the  1st  instant,  the 


«4a; 


to  i^qride  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expjOjses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
puti^iw  credir.  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ted Siutes,  ajul  to  provide  for  assessing  and  col- 
lertfbg  the  same;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
cor.'i;urrenceof  the  Seuate. 

fijii^  bill  5ast  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
toJth(^  riecon'rl  reading. 
iO<i  motion;  by  Mr.  Brown, 
|A^(ft(»n/red,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  disa- 
grtvment  tQ  the  amendments  of  the   House  of 
R^iireseolaCives   to  the   bill,  entitled  "An   act  to 
ai|t|iorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
uj><Sd   the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
fo^-iitbcir   r*»speciive   quotas   of  eighty  thousand 
foi^j  hundr^-d   and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence 
dlhe  front  ers  of  the  United  States  agamst  in- 
vi|T<Qti  ■)"  and   agree  to  the  conference  proposed 
tbk^/reon. 
I  (^rdrred.  That  Messrs.  Bibb.  Brown,  and  Ger- 
lAH   be  tht  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
cXlte  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  '"An  act 
g|rii)f;   further  tim?  to  locate  certain  claims  to 
Isntii  confirmed    by  an   act  of  Congress,  entitled 
'i  L,t*  act  coirfirmiog  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the 
d  jjrict  of  Vincenncs,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
afjyehded,  nud   further   amended   by   unanimous 

hJR^solved.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments.  ] 
I  Vhe  Senate  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 
i^jjiton   made  the  i.'tlst  instant,  by  Mr.  Hunter. 
r^wtive  to  vessels  of  war  on  Lake  Ontario, 
iipn    motion  by  Mr-  Roberts,  that  the  further 
c.<§i)ideralioa  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Ifi^tiday  in  March,  it  was  determined  in  the  aflBr- 
rti^tive — ypas  15.  nays  12,  as  follows: 
Jb'bas — Messrs.  BiKb,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Condit,  Oail- 
jacoi'k,  Morrow,    Roberts,    Robinson, 
Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 
Brown  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
fri^e,  Hunier,  King-,   Lambert,  .Mason,  Smith,  Tait, 
^A  Thompson. 

}  Jvir.  Tavlor.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
ttfetred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  ad- 
flj  icnal  rr-venues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
cll^vernment,  and  maintaining  the  pablic  credit, 
|)u  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
irArchandise,  manufactured  witliin  the  United 
^ates,"  reported  u  with  amendments. 
♦  ^iQ  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  memorial  ol 


JK  BAS — .iiessrs. 

Ih«ttl,  Ge^n^n,   La 

T*r<or,  Turner,  V 

'  yfxTs — .Messrs. 


bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  and 
Territories  thereof,  and  by  amending  the  act  lay- 
ia<r  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  re- 
served for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  MiKsis- 
sippi  Territory  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
considered  as  m  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  managers  apointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Seuate,  to  confer  with  those  appointed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  disagree- 
ing vole^  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  "  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Slates  against  in- 
vasion," reported  : 

"  That  a  conference  has  been  had,  and  the  manageri 
j  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  respective  Houses — 
I  "1.  That,  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  strike  out  the  words  '  two 
years,'  and  to  insert  '  one  year,"  in  the  4th  line  of  the 
first  section,  the  words  '  eighteen  months'  be  inserted  ; 
and  thai  the  same  modification  be  made  where  the 
words  '  two  years'  occur  in  other  parts  of  the  bill. 

"  2.  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  amendment  proposed  to  be  inserted  at  the  end 
of  the  4th  hne  of  the  first  section,  after  the  word  '  dis- 
charged." 

"  3.  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the  7th 
section. 

**  4.  That  the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
modifications  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  their  amend- 
ments in  the  ninth  section." 


Monday,  December  26. 

Mr. Daggett  presented  several  petitions, signed 

by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 

of  Connecticut,  remonstrating  against  the  irans- 

j^illiam  CJamble,  presented  the  22d  instant,  was  :  portation  and  opening  of  the  raailon  ihe  Sabbath; 

and  the  petitions  were  read,  and  referred  lo  a  se- 
lect conimiiiee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Daggett,  Smith, 
and  .Morrow,  were  appointed  the  comnnttee. 

Mr.  Thompson  presented  several  petitions, 
signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  New  Il.impshire.  on  the  same  NU'ject; 
which  were  read;  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  King  presented  tht*  memorial  of  William 
Bryar  and  others,  manufacturers  of  tobacco  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  pre.ying  that  a  specific  duly 


Jerred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 

jort  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 

kCOCK,  Chace,  tnd  German,  were  appointed 
le  committee. 

[Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee,  appointed  the 
instant,  lo  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 

provide  for  lea.'i^ing  certain  lands  reserved  for 
ie  use  of  schools  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ; 
[d  the  b:ll  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 

iding. 


j»  Saturday.  December  24. 

?*The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
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may  be  laid,  instead  of  an  ad  valorem,  oo  matiu- 
factured  tobacco,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  entitled 
'•  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Grovfrnmeot,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured 
within  the  United  Slates,"  for  reasons  slated  at 
large  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
leasing  certain  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues,  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured 
within  ihe  United  Slates,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly, and  It  was  further  amended;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Ger.man.  to  strike  out,  of  section 
1,  lines  12  and  13.  the  words,  "'  made  wholly  or 
in  part  by  machinery  :"  on  motion,  by  Mr  Smith. 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  President  communicated  a  representation 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  aci  "  provi- 
ding for  the  indemnificalton  of  certain  claimants 
of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  sia 
ting  their  inability,  wiihoul  neglecting  their  ofii 


ted  Sutes :  Provided,  That  no  drawback  ihall  be  al. 

lowed  on  any  exportation  as  aforesaid,  in  any  instance 
where  the  same  shall  amount  to  less  than  twelve  dol- 
lars:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  13, 
nays  15.  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Dana,  Fromentin,  German,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King.  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith, Thomp- 
son, Waikor,  and  Wells. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Bibb,  BledH>e,  Chase  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, Gaillard,  Lacock.  Morrow,  Roberts,  RobinaoD, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  provnle 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  King  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
and  is  hereby  requested,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled 
".\n  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,  "  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Navy  Department;  and  also,  a  statement  of  all  pur- 
chases and  contracts  for  supplies  or  services,  made  by 
or  under  the  authority  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  the 
respective  years  IHI'2,  1813,  and  1814,  specifying  the 
names  of  persons  from  whom  purchases  or  with  whom 
contracts  have   been   made,  the  places  of  delivery,  the 


cial  duties,  to  perform  the  duties  therein  enjoined  ;  |  prices,  the  amount  of  money  advanced  or  paid,  and  the 
and    the  representation  was  read,  and  referred   to  j  quantity  of  articles  supplied. 


a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Taylor.  HcN' 
ter,  and  Gore,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Tuesday,  December  27. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  reserved 
for  the  support  of  sciiools  in  the  .Vlississijjpi  Terri- 
tory ;  and  tlie  bill  was  further  amended.  On  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  ihe  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  States,"  together 
with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 
German;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  further  amended;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  duties  hereby 
laid  shall  and  may  be  drawn  back  upon  all  articles  on 
which  duty  is  laid  by  the  first  section  of  this  act  after 
the  ninety  days,  which  shall  be  exported  from  the  Uni- 


Mr.  Daggett  submitted  the  following  motion, 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  ap- 
pointed, who,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Representalive^i,  shall  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expenses  of  etationery, 
printing,  and  binding,  under  the  authority  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing permanent  rules  for  regulating  and  conducting 
the  printing  und  binding,  and  for  the  supply  of  station- 
ery, of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and 
to  report  thereupon. 


Wednesday,  December  28. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  lo  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afldirs.  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped, 
and  employed,  one  or  tnore  tioating  batteries,  for 
the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the  United  States: 
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and   ti'e  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 

reading. 

Th(^enafe  resumed  ihe  motion  made  the  27th 
iDstar,;^  by  Mr.  King,  for  statements  of  the  contin- 
gent ^prnses.  purchasj's,  and  contracts,  for  the 
Navy  department. 

On  Iff  cjtioii,  by  Mr.  King,  it  was  agreed  to  take 
the  qi^iion  by  yeas  ami  nays;  aod  on  motioD.by 
Mr.  J^bv;rt8,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  pC^tf.oned  until  to-morrow. 

ThKresolution  for  ibe  appointment  of  a  joint 
coran3|ice  to  inquire  into  the  expenses  of  the 
prinii^'.  &c  ,  of  Congress,  and  into  the  expediency 
of  es(;^lishmg  permanent  rules  for  regulating  the 
same,5Wat»  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as 
in  Co^^irriittee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  resolution 
orderi^  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime. 

^  REVENUE  BILL. 

Tlj^Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WhcS^^  the  coijsideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  t^jirovide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  eV^nnses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
publ;^ (credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furni- 
ture,/!^ horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or 
carrit^j^.  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  together 
wilh;^^'  amendments  neported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect c#>nmittee. 

Orr "^lotion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  to  agree  to  the  first 
amer.lirient  reported  by  the  select  committee,  as 

follo^i; 

AftJjjljie  word  "scale,"  section  1,  line  8,  strike  out 
to  th.'5^vord  "dt.liara,"  iij  the  26th  line,  and  in  lieu 
there*  VinBert  the  following: 

Ifjltove  ont«  hundred   dollars  and  not  exceeding 
4viJreJ  dollars,  thirty   cents  on  every  hundred 
dollai>^r  the  whole  value, 

"  If  Ifopve  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand ♦;]Jldr9,  thirty-five  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
of  th^\hole  value. 

"  I(:??l#ove  one  thousand  and  not  exceeding  fifteen 
hund.>^  dollars,  ibrty  cent«<  upon  every  hundred  dollars 
of  thw-v/^olc  value. 

♦'  li^iJHJve  tiftren  hundred  and  not  exceeding  two 
thou8ii»ii  dollars,  forty-liv»f  cents  upon  every  hundred 
dollafcj^k  ».he  whtMe  value. 

"lt^l»)>e  two  thousaad  and  not  exceeding  three 
thou«\*^  dollars,  titty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
of  ihcSi^ole  value. 

"  Ir^^bove  thrr-e  thoustmd  and  not  exceeding  fuur 
thoust«it  dollars,  sixty  cqnts  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars oj'jhie  whole  value. 

"  I(S[>ive  four  thousand  and  not  exceeding  five  thou- 
sand iilH.-s,  seventy  cent*  on  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  w'jl^f  value. 

"  II  ^>'^ve  five  thousand  and  not  exceeding  six  thou- 
sand (ifjljirs,  eighty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  u.7^1<!  value. 

"Ir^^l^vesix  thousand  and  not  exceeding  seven 
thousi)(jrljdollars,  ninety-cejits  •n  every  hundred  dollars 
of  the"»»t5o!e  value. 

"  If  iO'»*P  seven  thousaijd  and  not  exceeding  eight 
thous^'i^Mollars.  one  hunijred  cents  on  every  hundred 
dollar* ^f.the  whole  value.- 

"If-^^?)ve   eiglit   thousand  and   not  exceding   nine 


fiv 


re 


"  If  above  nine  thoufsnd  and  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  dollars,  one  hundred  and  twenty  cents  on 
every  hundred  dollars  of  the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  ten  thousand  dollars,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  cents  on   every  hundred   dollars  of  the  whole 

ue. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Var.num,  and  it  was  taken  on  striking  out, 
and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays 
3.  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chaco,  Daggett.  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Walker,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Varnum,  and  Wharton. 

The  question  recurring  on  inserting  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative— yeas  20.  nays  4,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Thompson,  Turner,  and  Walker. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Condit,  Varnum,  Wells,  and 
Wharton. 

The  second  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion I,  lines  28  to  37,  inclusive,  the  following  : 

"  That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  likwise  imposed 
an  annual  duty  of  one  dollar  on  every  horse  chiefly 
used  for  the  saddle;  and  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
on  every  horse  chiefly  used  for  any  carriage  liable  to 
duty  under  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  duties 
on  carriages  and  the  harness  used  therefor  ;'  and  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  every  horse  so  kept  both  for 
the  saddle  anil  carriage  ;  which  duty  shall  be  paid  by 
the  owner  of  such  horse." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  17,  as  follows  : 

Yeah — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Hiuith,  Turner,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — Measrs.  Bibb.  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chace,  Con- 
dit, Gaillard,  German.  Lacock,  .Morrow,  Roberts,  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Varnum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whule,  to  strikeout,  of 
section  1,  line  7,  the  word  '•  two,"  and  to  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  "one:"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  10,  nays  19.  as  follows: 

Vkas — Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
Hunter,  King,  .Mason,  Morrow,  Smith,  and  Taylor. 

Nays — .Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  Dana,  Gail- 
lard, German,  Gore,  Horsev,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Rob- 
erts, Robinson,  Tait,  Thompson,  Turner,  Varnum, 
Walker,  Well.s,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  further  to  amend 

the  bill,  by  striking  out   the  word  "  one,"  in  the 

thousi^^  ^ollars^  one  hunured  and  ten  cents  on  every    third  line  oi  the  first  amendment   reported    by 

hundr;;4fc»iiollar8  ol  the  whole  value.  |  the  select  comralttee,  and  in  'ieu   thereof,  insert 

•  * 
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December,  1814. 
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Senate 


"two:"    it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative;        Tbeameodmenis  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 

and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  con-  !  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
8ide'ration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow,  penses  of  Government,  and  ma,jntaining  the  pub- 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  j  lie  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to  |  and  merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  Uni- 
the  first  and  second  recommendations  of  the  com-  ]  ted  Stales,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
mittee  of  conference,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  |  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  to  |  ed  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  22, 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United   States  to  |  nays  7,  as  follows: 


il     States    and    Territories 


call    upon    the   severa 

thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Statesagainst 
invasion,"  and  they  agree  to  the  fourth  recom- 
mendation of  the  said  committee.  They  insist 
on  their  said  disagreement,  and  ask  further  con- 
ference upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  and  have 

appointed  managers  on  their  part.  

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Senate  proceeded  i  pjoyed.  one  or  mor 
to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con-  I  f^^ce  of  the  wate 


Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Hunter, 
King,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  em- 
re  floating  batteries,  for  the  de- 
rs  of  the   United   States,  was 


ference  on   their  part,  made  the  24th  instant,  on  |  ^p^j  j^e  second  time. 

the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  '      ^^^  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 


bill  la>t  mentioned. 


committee,  to  inquire  into  the  expenses  of  print- 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  that  the  said  bill,  to-  ,  j^g   ^^j.    of  Congress,  and  into  the  expediency  of 
ther  with  the  report  of  the  conferees,  be  post-  '■  establishing 


ge 

poned  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays 
13,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Chace.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Rob- 
inson, Thompson,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  Gaillard, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 


Thursday,  December  29. 

Mr.  Varnum  submitted  the  following   motion 
for  consideration  : 

lieiolved.  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  of  the  '20th  day  of  September  last,  as  relates  to 
the  Military  Establishment,  be  instructed  to  report  a 
bill  authorizing  and  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  upon  the  proper  authority  of 
each  State  and  Territory  to  furnish,  according  to  the  ' 
provisions  of.  and  for  purposes  prescribed  by,  the  Con-  ! 
stilution  of  the  United  States,  their  respective  propor- 
tions of thousand  militia,  otTiccrs  included,  armed 

and  equipped,  according  to  law,  to  serve  for  nine 
months,  after  they  shall  arrive  at  their  respective  places 
of  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged  ;  to  be  organ- 
ized into  companies,  regiments,  brigade.--,  and  divi- 
sions, by  proper  authority  in  each  State  and  Territory, 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  law,  which  provide  for  the 
organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and 
holdcn  in  readiness  to  take  the  field  by  the  first  day 
of  -April  next;  the  apportionment  among  the  States 
and  Territories  to  be  made  in  the  bill,  in  conformity 
with  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  for  apportioning 
direct  taxes. 

The  engrossed  bill,  to  provide  for  leasing  cer- 
tain lands  re.'-erved  for  the  support  of  schools  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  was  read  a  third  lime, 
and  passed. 


g  permanent  rules  for  regulating  the 
same,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
and  Morrow,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred  on  the  26th  instant,  reported 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '"An 
act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory ;"  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  ihe 
second  reading. 

REVENUE  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entiiled  '"An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  ex- 
clusively for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold 
and  silver  watches." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  strike  out.  sec- 
tion 1.  line  2,  after  the  word  "assembled,"  the 
following: 

"  That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  imposed  an  an- 
nual duty  on  all  household  furniture  kept  for  use,  the 
value  of  which  in  any  one  family,  with  the  exception 
of  beds,  bedding,  kitchen   furniture,   family   pictures, 

,  and  articles   made  in  the  family  from  domestic  materi- 

I  als,  shall  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  in  money,  accord- 

[  ing  to  the  following  scale: 

I      "  If  above  two  hundred  dollars  and   not  exceeding 

I  five   hundred  dollars,  thirty  cents  on   every  hundred 

'  dollars  of  the  whole  value. 

I  "  If  above  five  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,   thirty-five  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 

j  lars  of  the  whole  value. 

'  "  If  above  one  thousand  and  not  exceeding  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  forty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollara 
of  the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  fifteen  hundred  and  not  exceeding  two 
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thoiiGtfii^  dollant,  forty-five  cents  on  ereiy  hundred  dol- 
lars ■if  the  whole  value. 

"J/'i'loyc  two  thopsajid  and  not  exceeding  three 
thoiMnJ  dollars,  fifty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
of  t\,^  whole  value. 

*'  i^bove  three  thousiand  and  not  exceeding  four 
thou^jl^d  dollars,  sixty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
of  tJt<»ivfhole  vahie. 

"  Ji'aiwve  four  thousand  and  not  exceeding  five 
thoujii^iJ  dollars,  seventy  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars ^ihe  whol,!  value. 

"jy' above  fi\e  thous,ind  and  not  exceeding  six 
thoui</iid  dollars,  eighty  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars {^tbe  whole  value. 

"  li^bove  six  thousaiid  and  not  exceeding  seven 
thou»i»^ul  dollarH.i ninety  rents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars 0^  the  whole  .'value. 

"  h'-nhove  seven  thousand  dollars,  one  hundred  cents 
on  fcv{ry  hundrtni  dollars  of  the  whole  value ;  which 
duty  i,<;iil  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  said  household 
furniture." 

It'i^a'  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nayi  .'jS,  as  follows : 

Ytqi— Messrs.  Daggetl,  Dana,  German,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Jlunter,  Kjng,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  and 
ThoD^jSon. 

Nivi*. — Messrs,  A^erson,  Bibb  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
ChaCv  ^ondit,  Fiomentin,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
R«b«i|i,  Robinson,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
"VValkji,  and  Wharton. 

Af3  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on 
the  ^'.Tes'iion,  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed 
aad.'il'ad  a  third  time-  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
teriQifteu  in  the;af!irm!itive. 


Ff^iDAY.  December  30. 


L*»     ' 


JiJite-PH  Kekh.  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gisl;Jaiie  of  Ohio,  in  place  of  Thomas  Worthinij- 
ton,|r J, signed,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quali- 
fiedU^B  took  hi>>  seal  in  the  Senate. 

Mc  HoBERTM  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
repfcj^rtitatives  pf  the  religious  society  of  Friends 
in  Ft^psylvani*.  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  rep- 
reseiililb?  that  tfiey  are  conscientiously  prohibited 
fror^'v partaking  in   the   sanguinary   struggles   of 


ate  will  attend  the  same  ;  and  that  notice  of  the 
event  be  given  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith,  Varnum,  Tur- 
ner, Gore,  and  Daggett,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing 
every  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the 
Honorable  Richard  Brent, deceased,  late  a  mem- 
ber thereof,  will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one 
month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape 
round  the  left  arm. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Nesolced,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  be 
requested  to  notify  the  Executive  of  the  Stale  of 
Virginia  of  the  death  of  the  Honorable  Richard 
Brent,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from 
that  State. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  Tiiai,  as  an  additional  mark  of  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  Richard 
Brent  the  Senate  now  adjourn. 


Saturday,  December  31. 
The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being  suffi- 
cient  to  constitute    a    quorum,   on   motion,   the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  2,  1815. 

Mr.  Lacock.  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Gamble;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  supplemeniary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  lor  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory,'' was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  du- 
ties ou  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  exclu- 
sively for  the  siddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  araend- 


war,  *n(J  praynig  a  solemn  act  of  legislative  con- 1  ed?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
sent^i),the  righis  of  conscience  ;  and  the  memo-    16,  nays  9.  as  folluws: 


rial'xfas  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  n^iji'.ia  of  i(»e  United  States,  to  consider  and 
rep<Srj  thereon  Ijy  bill  or  otherwise. 


YxAS — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Con- 
dit,  Gaillard,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robin- 
son, Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 


Mir,  ^loRROWfpresented  several  petitions,  Signed         Nats— Messrs.    Daggett,    Horsey,    Hunter,   King, 
by  afjre^t  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  |  I^ambert,  .Mason,  Smith,  Thompson^  and  Wells. 

So  It  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  title  was 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  .saddle  or  carriage." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  28ih  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Var- 
NU.M,  which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  twentieth  day  of 
September  last,  as  relates  to  the  Military  Esiab- 


of  (*Lil),  remonstrating  against  the  transporiaiiou 
and;>^jtoing  of  the  mail  on  the  Sahbath  ;  and  the 
peti|t:)n!>  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
to  \^|iom  WLfirt'  referred,  on  the  26th  instant,  sev- 
eraUydtitions  on  the  same  subject,  to  consider 
aad«j^]»ort  thereon  by  t)ill  or  otherwise. 

MX  Smith  apnounced  the  death  of  the  Hon- 
OTdil^  Richard  BnEN,-,  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Vyginia,  who  deceased  this  morning. 
Wrtfcreupon.  #n  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 
Rf-p^ved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  jril^r  for  fiiperiniending  the  funeral  of  the 
Hon(^,-ibIe  Richard  Brent  ;  and  that  the  Sen 
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lishment,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe-' 
diency  of  aiithorizing  and  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  proper 
authority  in  each  State  and  Territory  to  furnish, 
according  to  the  provisions  of.  and  for  the  pur- 
poses prescribed  by,  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  their  respective  proportions  of  eighty 
thousand  militia,  oflBcers  included,  armed  and 
equipped  according  to  law,  to  serve  for  nine 
months,  after  they  shall  arrive  at  their  respective 
places  of  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged; 
to  be  organized  into  companies,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, and  divisions,  by  the  proper  authority  in 
each  State  and  Territory,  agreeable  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  law  which  provide  for  the  organization 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and  holden 
in  readiness  to  take  the  field  by  the  first  day  of 
April  next:  the  apportionment  among  the  Slates 
and  Territories  to  be  made  in  the  bill,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
for  apportioning  direct  taxes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  for  the  choice  of  an  Assistant  Doorkeeper 
to  the  Senate;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  February. 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Fiscal  Committee  be  instructed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  allowing  drawbacks  of  the 
duties  imposed  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  btates,  and  which 
shall  be  exported  from  tho  United  States  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  Slate5,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  to  strike  out,  sec- 


The  Message  and  report  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  volunteers,  who  may  associate  and  organ- 
ize themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stafs,"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more  float- 
ing batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


in  lieu 


tion  1,  line  3.  "six  millions,"  and  to  insert 
thereof,  "  four  millions  five   hundred  thousand 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays 
20,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  .Anderson,  Bibb,  Condit,  Lambert, 
Smith,  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chaco,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr, 
King,  Lacock,  Mason,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Varnum,  and  Walker. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the   Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement  of  proceedings 


Tuesday,  January  3. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gamble  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  2d 
instant,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  which  was  amended  and 
agreed  to.  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  hill  allowing  drawbacks  of 
the  duties  imposed  ou  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, manufactured  within  the  United  States,  and 
which  shall  be  exported  from  the  United  States 
to  any  foreign  port  or  place. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Horsey.  S.mith,  and 
Dana,  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported,  on  the  2Sth  November,  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  relative  to  the  in- 
expediency of  conferring  naval  rank  by  brevet. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait.  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Mon- 
day in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaiuing  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  Slates,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  amend  the  twenty- 
seventh  section,  by  striking  out  the  following: 

"But  in  all  cases  where  the  property  liable  to  a 
direct  tax  under  this  act,  or  the  said  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
the  United  States,"  shall  not  be  divisible,  so  as  to  en- 
able the  collector,  by  a  sale  of  a  part  thereof;  to  raise 
the  whole  amount  of  the  tax,  with  all  costs,  charges, 
and  commissions,  the  whole  of  such  property  shall  be 
sold,  the  collector  having  first  obtained  the  approba- 
tion, in  writing,  of  the  principal  assessor  for  the  dis- 
trict therefor;  and  the  surplus  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale,  after  satisfying  the  Ux,  costs,  charges,  and  com- 


uuder  the  "Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making    missions,  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner  of  the  property  ox 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  to  |  his  legal  representatives,  or  if  he  or  they  cannot  be 


the  State  of  Ohio." 
Janiart  2,  1815. 


JAMES  MADISON. 


found,  or  refuse  to  receive  the  same,  then  such  surplus 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  there  held  for  the  use  of  the  owner,  or  his  legal 


si 


I 


V 


••  1     ■ '.  ^^ 

.  '*  — :^jv! — ' !~ 

T  Sitr:A,TE.     -♦ 

repi^ijentative^  until  be  or  they  shall  make  application 
%  ^*^  .'  ^f.'^^  t^frrftary  of  the  Treaaury,  who,  upon 
>  suffi  W#k*ati,»«,«'hali,  by  warrant  on  the  Treasurer, 
'  ~^*    "Ml^iiftne^<o  be  paid  to  the  applicant." 

w<nr(fet.rmined  in  ihe  affirmative — yeas  13, 
na^i'  -10,  as  follows: 

Eta — McHsra.  Bledsoe,  Dana,  Gore,  Honsey,  Hun- 

tei.^ing,  Lambert,   Maaon,  Smith,  Thompson,  Var- 
nuA,  Walker,  and  Wells. 

5Rat«— Messrs.  Bil^b.  Daggett,  Gaillard,  German, 
K^Cl  liacock,  iVIorrow,  RoberU,  Tail,  and  Taylor. 

further  amendment  having  been  proposed  by 
M^I^Bledsok,  on  motion,  the  further  considera- 
tiojof  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

'i|he  Senate!  resumed,  as  in  Commijtee  of  the 
Wiiolf,  the  c(jnsideration  of  the  bill  supplement- 
ar\ulo  the  actj  entiili'd  '"An  act  providing  for  the 
inO'  mnificatiqn  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
Ian,  3  in  the  Missisnippi  Territory;  and  on  rao- 
ticr  ,  by  Mr.  IJuNTEji,  it  wa?  referred  to  a  select 
cor]  mittee.  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Mt  sr'i.  GoREk  Hunter,  and   Taylor,  were  ap- 
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ted  the  tqmmittee. 


Wednesday,  January  4. 
he  SenatH  resui»ied  the  consideration  of  the 
bilBluthoriz^n]g  the  I'resident  of  the  United  States 
to  piuse  to  be^built.  Equipped,  and  employed,  one 
or  ^ore  floannff  batteries,  for  the  defence  ot  the 
wa^rs  of  th.' United  Slates;  and,  on  motion,  by 
M:^Smith,  lUe  further  con.sideration  thereof  was 
po  Iponed  to  oaturd|ty  next. 

."Jr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
relSrred  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act.  enti- 
tle^-'An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
ce«^io  clainants  ol'  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sif.|i  Territc'r)^"  reported  it  with  amendments, 

4  niessage  i'rora  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  thf  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to 
soiJb  and  disagree  to  other  amcndraents°of  the 
Setfale  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
dit.tnal  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
GLJernraent.  pnd  maintaining  the  public  credii, 
by  joying  duties  ort  various  goods,  wares,  and 
tnt-i  :handise,  '.manufactured  within  the  United 
SlKe^." 

nUey  disagree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the 
S#i,  ate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
a*^  tional  revenues  for  defraying  ihe  expenses  ot 
Gi|ernment,  and  maintaining  the  public  rredii. 
byJ-ftiying  dunt-s  on  household  furniture,  on  hor.se.s 
ke-j.j  exclusirtly  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  Jold  and  Oliver  watches."' 

;»he  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W;jL>le,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -An 
act;  0  provid*;  additional  revenues  for  defraymg 
ihtVxpenses:  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the.  )uolic  croijit.  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  th' 
Uui  ed  StatfcsJ  and  to  provide  for  a.ssessing  and 
coli  cting  llle^rame,'-"  and  Mr.  Bledsoe  withdrew 
his>  notion  to  simend  the  bill ;  and  the  President 
repA-ied  it  to  t|ie  House  amended. 

the  qucif^ion,  to  agree  to  the  amendments 
msa-  in  Coti.rpiitee  tof  the  Whole,  it  was  deier- 
nin4din  the  negative. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Monday 

next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative yeas  8 

nayj'  21,  as  follows:  ' 

Ykis— Messrs.  Anderson,  Chace,  Condit,  Hunter 
Lambert,  Roberts,  Varnum.  and  Wells. 

Nats  — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gore,  Kerr.  King,' 
Lacock,  Mason,  .Morrow,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  add  a  new- 
section  to  the  bill,  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  same 
kind  of  money,  bank  notes,  or  other  paper,  which  the 
United  Slates  shall  hare  paid,  or  may  at  any  time 
hereafter  pay,  to  the  mihtia  of  the  respective  Sutcs, 
for  mihUry  services  rendered  to  the  United  Stales, 
shall  be  receivable  in  the  payment  of  the  direct  and 
other  taxes,  which  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be, 
authorized  by  Congress." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
lime?  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States."     Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, except  so  much  of  the  fifth  amendment,  as 
follows:  "umbrellas  and  parasols,  if  above  the 
value  of  two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem ;"  and  that  they  do  insist  on  said  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches." 

Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor, 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ment disagreed   to  by  the  House   of  Representa- 
tives, ' 

yJ'^y  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  toauthorizethePresidentofthe  United  Stales 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  mav  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  olTer  their 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr.  Brow."*  sub- 
mitted a  new  section  to  be  added  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  ths  relief 
of  William  Gamble;  and  no  amendment  havinty 
been  proposed,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be 
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engrossed   and   read   a  third   time?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Thursday  January  5. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  mimorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  further  time  for  completing 
the  surveys,  and  obtaining  the  patents  on  locations 
heretofore  made  under  land  warrants  issued  by 
virtueof  resolutions  of  Ihe  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
passed  prior  lo  the  cession  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  to  ihe  United  States,  as  a  bounly  for 
military  services  in  the  Continental  line;  and  that 
the  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
di  agreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
dunes  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  wiihin  the  United  Slates."  They 
also  insist  on  their  disagreement  lo  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
lo  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  lurni- 
ture,  on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or 
carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches."  They 
ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  voles  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Senate  agreed 
to  the  conference  proposed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Bledsoe,  and  Daggett,  were  appointed 
the  managers  at  the  same,  on  their  part. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise,manufactured  within  iheUnited  States." 
Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Taylor,  Bledsoe,  and 
Daggett,  be  the  managers  at  the  same,  on  their 
pan. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gamble  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
tu  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  {)roviding  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
miilec  ;  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  lo  the  House 
accordingly,  and  it  was  further  amended,  and  the 
bill  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Vahncm,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred    the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide   for 


the  widows  and  orphans  of  milit| 
soldiers  who  shall   die  or  be  killei 
of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  w-l 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee" 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and 
organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States;"  and  Mr. 
Mason  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  bill.  On 
motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  our  naval  affairs,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  school. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  was 
read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  Gore,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows — 

Mr.  President:  This  bill  imposes  burdens  ex- 
tremely heavy  on  all  the  citizens  of  our  common 
country,  and  on  those  with  which  I  am  mosi  ac- 
quainted, a  load,  that,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, will  be  intolerable. 

With  the  principle  of  the  bill,  in  selecting  as 
objects  of  taxation  the  lands  and  buildings  ol  the 
United  Stales,  I  have  no  laull  lo  find. 

I  consider  lliem  as  fit  and  proper  subjects  of 
revenue,  and  such  assessments  calculated  to  equal- 
ize the  burdens  of  the  country,  as  imposing  ihem 
on  all  parts,  and  with  more  impartiality  than  can 
be  attained  by  any  other  mode. 

And.  sir,  I  should  feel  it  my  duly  to  vole  for  a 
bill,  imposing  such  a  tax,  to  any  reasonable 
amount,  iiad  ii  not  pleased  the  Government  of  the 
nation  to  place  the  State,  which  I  tiave  the  honor 
to  represent,  out  of  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  determine,  that  while  it  shall  bear 
a  full  proportion  of  the  taxes,  none  of  their  fruits 
shall  redound  to  her  reliel. 

The  motives  of  Congress,  in  granting  supplies, 
are  doubtless  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  and  the  security  of  its  rights,  by  a  safe 
and  honorable  peace. 

These  motives  are  wise  and  irresistible;  all  con- 
cur in  the  necessity  of  defending  our  territory 
a-^ainst  the  enemy  ;  and  in  the  assertion  and 
nraintenance  of  our  essential  rights,  at  every  peril, 
and  if  necessary,  by  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  con- 
duces to  private  ease  and  personal  enjoyment. 

No  one  feels  this  truth  more  sensibly  than  my- 
self  no  one  considers  the  duly  more  imperative. 

With  Its  obligations  1  have  no  compromises  to 
make,  and  in  its  performance  I  ask  for  no  limita- 
tions, on  account  of  the  folly  and  improvidence 
with'  which  the  war  was  waged,,  nor  of  ihe  de- 
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grtidiji  *.imbecil!ty  and  prodigal  waste  of  treasure, 
of  bl'jJi(i,  and  cbnractef,  by  which  it  has  been 
proseiljised. 

Th^  ^nemy  publicly  proclaims  his  purpose,  to 
sprea  Jrdesolaiioo,  far  and  wide,  on  our  utiprotect- 
ed  se^i^oast.  He  proceeds  to  execute  his  threats 
with >barbarity  and  bareness,  in  many  instances, 
unprc^tlented. 

ThS  mansions  of  the  rich,  the  palaces  of  the 
naiior^and  the  cottages  of  the  poorest  citizens, 
feel  a'^e  his  disgraceful  vengeance.  The  opu- 
lence Jf  the  wealthy  is  destroyed  ;  the  means  of 
subsis^-nce  to  the  impoverished  inhabitants  of  the 
sandr^re  redeemed  from  his  rapacity  by  grind- 
ing iij^ositions,  which  the  charity  of  such  as  be- 
ing oy  of  the  reach  of  his  power  are  alone  able 
to  sujj|ljr.  Even  the  ashes  of  the  dead  are  not 
suffer*  to  reposfc  in  quiet.  And.  as  the  last  act 
of  at^city,  your  slaves  are  seized  and  seduced, 
emboped  in  military  urray,  and  led  to  the  de- 
siruc!j  >a  of  their  masters  and  the  plunder  of  their 
po?<e^  ions. 

Wt.  iher  those  acts  seek  an  apology  in  the  con- 
duct '^  t)ur  own  Government,  we  cannot  inquire 
for  tli.  j)iirpose  of  weighing  our  duly  to  repel  his 
attack  Whoever  comes  to  our  shores,  in  the 
chara.,  cr  of  an  enemy,  must  be  resisted.  We 
must  '  3  all  in  our  power  to  defend  ourselves  and 
our  s(i  1  from  an  invading:  foe. 

A  t,'  eition  arises,  have  we  any  grounds  for  be- 
lievin  that  the  grants  of  men  and  money  will 
be  wi  rly  applied  to  the  purposes  of  defence  and 
protec  ion  ? 

Hu,  )rable  gentlemen  will  please  to  go  back  to 
Noveiiber,  1811,  when  the  Executive,  in  wmding 
its  de«^ous  course  to  the  fatal  act  of  June  1842^ 
addre-^fd  the  hopes,  the  fears,  the  vanity,  and 
pride  "s  the  people,  and,  avowing  its  duty  to  estab- 
lish th^  general  security;  assured  the  nation  ''  that 

•  the?Porits  of  defence  on  our  maritime  frontier 

•  had;  reen  prosecuted  with  an  activity  leaving 
'  littlf  (J  be  added  for  the  completion  of  the  most 
'  impfc  taat  one>.  The  land  forces  so  disposed  as 
■  to  i^i;  ure  appropriate    and  important  services, 

•  and't  iihodied   and  marched  toward  the  North 

•  wej»^n  frontiers,"  to  seek  satisfaction  for  acts, 
whicjilit  was  declared,  had  alike  'the  character 
and  eifi'ct  of  war." 

Tli{t|subsequent  course  of  things  must  be  full 
in  thpjniind  of  every  one,  and  the  result  known 
and  fi'i  by  all. 

W|  learn  that  the  same  measures  are  to  be  pur- 
sued.'ITiie  Atlantic  coast  is  to  be  defended  as 
hereti>fjre,  by  ai[(<rapts  on  Canada.  This  is  frank- 
ly andlormally  lold  to  i-he  Congress,  that  no  pre- 
tence;; -irt  be  ur^ed.  in  future,  of  disappointment 
or  dej;  ptJon. 

I  ht  tear  to  spnak  on  this  subject.  In  the  ac- 
tual 5.;  te  of  things,  all  reasoning  must  be  futile. 
Thep<  wers  of  language  cease  before  the  eloquent 
monifi  -s  constantly  in  our  view. 

W^  ire  doomed  to  remain  in  this  scene,  that 
we  me  not.  for  a  momi>nt.  lose  sight  of  our  de^^- 
radati';:  j  und  disgrace. 

Thj  Ljovernraent  had  complete  information  of 
thedw  jDsof  ihevoemy  months  before  his  attack 
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on  Washington.  Id  this  city,  were  all  the  means 
of  defence,  fortresses,  ships,  cannon,  men,  and 
money  ;  here,  too,  was  concentrated  all  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Administration,  to  deliberate,  examine 
decide,  and  prepare  for  the  support  of  the  Capitol,' 
at  least  sixty  days  prior  to  its  destruction,  by  a 
few  thousand  worn  down  and  exhausted  soldiers. 
You  have  now  in  full  view,  the  effect  of  their 
combined  councils — of  their  individual  andunited 
talents,  prudence,  and  energies. 

These  monuments  show,  in  characters  not  to 
be  mistaken,  the  future  in  the  past,  and  the  deso- 
lation around.  They  declare  the  fate  of  every 
place,  under  the  influence  and  protection  of  our 
Government,  if  approached  by  the  enemy. 

Congress  continues  to  grant,  with  no  sparing 
hand,  supplies  of  every  kind  to  the  same  men,  in 
the  hoi:)e,  it  is  imagined,  that  Heaven  may,  by 
some  miracle,  interpose  for  their  application  to 
the  safety  and  relief  of  the  country. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  crave  your  indulgence,  and 
that  of  the  honorable  Senate,  while  I  relate  the 
condition  of  the  country  which  I  represent,  as  the 
grounds  of  the  vote  I  am  constrained  to  give  on 
this  occasion.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  has  a 
seacoast  of  about  six  hundred  miles  in  extent.  Its 
Eastern  boundary  joins  that  of  the  enemy.  It  is, 
oi  course,  peculiarly  liable  to  invasion.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  was  avowedly  of 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  invaded  immediately 
on  the  commencement  of  the  war.  There  were 
several  islands,  and  one  of  great  importance,  on 
the  Eastern  frontier,  the  title  to  which  was  not 
definitively  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain.  The 
claim  ot  Massachusetts  had  been  allowed,  by  this 
Power,  m  a  treaty  made  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions ot  the  President,  which  treaty  the  United 
Slates  had  chosen  to  reject.  The  Government, 
therefore,  superadded  to  the  general  obligation 
enjoined  upon  it,  to  protect  and  defend  the  terri- 
tory ot  ail  the  States,  had  incurred  a  peculiar  re- 
sp<>nsibiliiy  to  guard  this  particular  frontier  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

This  State  has  been  left  entirely  unprotected 
and  defenceless,  and  has  at  no  time  had  within  it, 
and  desimed  to  its  defence,  sufficient  force  of  the 
United  States,  to  protect  any  one  point  against  a 
common  and  ordinary  hostile  attack. 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
she  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  the  fortresses 
in  her  possession.  These,  with  r"  the  prominent 
points  of  land  and  sites,  appropriate  for  fortifica- 
tions to  defend  the  State  against  invasion,  were, 
and  lor  a  long  time  previous  to  the  war  had  been, 
in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  United  States. 
The  State,  therefore,  had  no  authority  or  juris- 
diction over,  nor  even  to  enter  them  for  any  pur- 
pose ;  much  less  to  assume  the  defence  of  their 
territory,  through  these  means. 

One  great  and  principal  object  of  the  Consti- 
tution was  to  provide  by  this  Government  for  the 
common  defence,  and,  by  the  power  and  resources 
of  all  the  States,  to  protect  each  against  invasion. 
The  preamble  declares:  "  We,  the  people  of 
•  the  United  Slates,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per- 
'  feet    union,   establish   justice,   insure    domestic 
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'  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
'  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  bles- 

•  sings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do 
'  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution."  For 
this  end.  the  Slates  surrendered  the  principal 
sources  of  revenue,  over  which  they,  previously, 
had  uncontrolled  dominion. 

•"The  Congress  shall  have  power — to  lay  and 
'  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay 

•  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence," 
"to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
'  States." 

Here  are  ample  resources,  and  means  commen- 
surate to  the  duties  the  United  Slates  were,  en- 
joined and  undertook  to  perform. 

This  cannot  be  denied  by  the  men  now  in  pow- 
er;  for  they  abolished  many  taxes,  in  full  and 
productive  operation,  at  the  time  they  received 
the  Government. 

Power  was  also  granted  to  raise  and  support 
every  kind  of  force  necessary  to  insure  the  com- 
mon defence,  and  to  protect  the  States  against 
invasion,  viz:  "To  raise  and  support  armies." 
"To  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy."  To  exer- 
'  ercise  exclusive  legislation  over  all  places  pur- 
'  chased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
'  States  in  which  the  same  shall  bi*,  for  the  erec- 
'  tion  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and 
'  other  needful  buildings." 

The  several  Stales,  having  surrendered  their 
own  resources,  and  afforded  such  ample  provision 
for  the  common  defence,  left  no  doubt  of  the  par- 
amount duty  in  the  United  States  to  perform  it 
punctually  and  faithfully. 

In  the  present  war.  they  are  without  excuse,  if 
this  be  not  fully  and  perfectly  done;  for  the  war 
was  of  their  own  choice;  they  made  it.  and  at 
their  own  time. 

The  several  Stales  received  from  the  United 
States  a  solemn  obligation,  that  they  would  pro- 
tect each  against  invasion.  "The  United  States 
'  guarantee  to  every  State  a  Republican  form  of 

•  Government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them 
'  against  invasion." 

if  anything  were  wanting  to  show  the  sacred- 
ness  of  this  duty  in  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
absolute  reliance  whicli  the  Slates  entertained  of 
its  complete  p)erforraance,  it  is  to  be  found  in 
the  restrictions  and  privations  which  the  several 
Slates  imposed  on  themselves. 

'"No  Slate  shall  grant  letters  of  marque  and 
'  reprisal.  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of 
'  Congress,  lay  any  imposts,  or  duties  on  imports 
'  or  exports,"  except,  dec.  '•  No  State  shall,  with- 
'  out  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  of 
'  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war,  in  time  of 
'  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with 
'  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power,  or 
'  engage  in  a  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or 
'  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of 
'  delay." 

Having  thus  surrendered  all  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources, necessary  to  provide  the  means  of  defence, 
and  also  the  right  to  raise  a  force  requisite  to  this 
end,  the  several  States  did  rely,  and  were  justified 
in  relying,  with   perfect  confidence,  for  complete 


protection  and  defence,  on  the  Government  of 

the  United  Stales. 

No  one  will  pretend  that  such  defence  has  been 
afforded  to  all  the  States  in  the  Union.  Massa- 
chusetts has  been  entirely  abandoned.  The  men 
raised  there  for  the  regular  Army  have  been 
marched  out  of  the  Siaie. 

Within  a  month  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
the  Governor  of  that  Slate  was  informed,  by  di- 
rection of  the  President,  that  the  regular  troops 
wereall  ordered  from  the  seacoast ;  and  his  threat, 
if  intended  as  such,  was  instantly  executed.  Thus, 
the  moment  the  United  Stales  had  placed  the 
country  in  a  situation  to  require  defence,  and 
which  it  was  their  duty  to  provide,  they  wantonly 
took  away  the  only  force  which  could  afford  it. 

It  may  be  said,  that  the  President  called  forth 
the  miliiia,  in  June  and  July,  1812,  for  Ae  pur- 
pose of  making  the  defence,  and  protecling  the 
Stale  against  invasion,  and  the  Governor  refused 
to  obey  the  requisition.  On  the  12ih  June,  1812, 
the  President,  by  his  Secretary  of  War,  requested 
Governor  Strong  to  order  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates,  on  the  requisiiion  of  General 
Dearborn,  such  parts  of  the  miliiia  as  the  General 
might  deem  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  sea- 
coast  ;  and,  on  the  22d  June,  the  same  General 
informed  the  Governor  that  war  was  declared 
against  Great  Britain,  and  requested  forty-one 
companies  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors in  Massachusetts,  and  the  harbor  of  New- 
port, in  Rhode  Island. 

The  Governor  of  a  Stale  is  obliged  to  comply 
with  every  requisition  of  the  United  Slates  for 
militia,  made  in  pursuance  ot  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  He  is  equally  bound,  by  his 
duty  to  the  States,  to  refrain  from  calling  them 
forth  for  purposes  not  wilhin  these  provisions. 

The  only  ca^es  which  authorize  a  call  for  the 
militia  of  the  several  Slates,  to  act  against  an  en- 
emy, is  to  repel  invasion. 

The  President,  neither  by  himself  nor  any  of 
his  officers,  ever  pretended  that  this  case  existed, 
at  the  lime  the  requisition  was  issued.  The  re- 
quisition was  made  expressly  for  the  defence  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  that  Stale  and  ol  Rhode 
Island. 

The  militia  is  a  force  which  belongs  to  the  sev- 
eral Slates  respectively  and  exclusively,  and  is  so 
recognised  by  ihe  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
is  a  Government  of  limited  authorities,  and  has  no 
other  powers  than  what  are  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution. A  power  to  call  lorih  liie  miliiia  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  or  lo  protect 
against  invasion,  is  nowhere  granted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  express  terms.  All  the  authority 
over  the  militia  delegated  lo  the  Uniied  States,  is 
to  call  them  forth  to  repel  invasion,  to  execute 
the  laws,  and  to  suppress  insurrection.  The  Uni- 
ted Stales  are  bound  lo  provide  for  the  common 
defence. 

To  repel  invasion  is  included  in  the  duty  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence  ;  and  as  inva- 
sion may  be  sudden,  even  in  time  ot  profound 
peace,  and  before  the  United    States  can  bring 
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thfV  forces  tp  meet  an  unexpected  attack,  the 
mi^iia  of  the  sjeveral  Slates  is  granted  to  the  Uoi- 
te!:i^tates,  fr.)[pi  the  necessity  of  the  case,  as  the 
mefos  byr  whu:h  they  may  provide  for  the  com- 
moii  defence  in  such  particular  instance. 

li  the  United  States  have  authority  tu  call  forth 
Ihirjntlitia,  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  war,  for 
thf, common  defence,  or   for  protection  against 


in»|sion,  und'T  any  of  the  general  powers  granted, 
su.'  I  as  that  ta  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
thvi  ;  would  h»ve  been  no  necessity  for  the  spe- 
cial clause  authorizing  Congress  to  provide  for 
cafJ  fig  them  i&rth,  to  repel  invasion  ;  for  repelling 
in\'|sion  is  undoubtedly  one  part  of  the  duty  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence. 

I'Xa  were  th«^  intent  of  the  Constitution  togrant 
to  t'fe  United  States,  expressly,  a  power  over  the 
m\\ATk  for  prelection  against  invasion,  it  would 
har^  declared  sthat  for  such  purposes  the  United 
Sidles  might  call  forth  the  militia,  or  it  would 
hay;  said,  to  jirotect  against,  or  repel  invasion. 
A  i>(l  especial  I  /  in  the  clause  which  enjoins  on  the 
Urtiled  States  ihe  duty  of  protecting  each  State 
aga^iM  invasion,  the  Constitution  would  have 
detkred,  and  ihat,  for  this  purpose,  the  United 
Stkfrsthall  call  forth  the  militia.  Nosuch  words, 
no  sxicn  grant8^are  made  in  this  instrument.  If, 
th^rifure,  the  ajuihority  of  the  United  States  to 
cafljorih  the  trjilitia,  to  protect  the  ports  and  har- 
bofjJof  a  State.  J)e  granted,  it  must  be  by  the  terms 
to  .<^ei  invasian.  Common  defence  includes  alt 
the  neans  bv  which  a  nation  may  be  guarded, 
jrcitcted,  defended,  and  secured  against  danger', 
in  war  and  in  peace. 
T  '  repel  invasion,  is  only  one  particular  and 
"'  fie-  act  providing  for  the  common  defence, 
contrary  to  common  sense,  as  well  as  to  all 
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the  iules  of  logic,  to  say  that  a  specific  power  or 
dui  Jincludes  the  general  power,  or  duty,  of  which 
it  >s^i  part;  it  cs  to  say,  that  a  part  contains  the 
whue. 

■jl'  repel  invasion,  is  to  drive  back  and  resist 
that!  which  hajs  already  happened.  To  protect 
ag^A;t  invasion  is  to  prevent  iis  happening,  to 
seoile  against  us  existence.  The  one  act  isaga^inst 
an  t*  em  that  h;as  occurred— the  other  is  to  insure 
an4vuardagain'si  the  occurrence  of. >uch  an  event. 

T  •  [irotect  n;rainst  invasion,  is  to  erect  fortres- 
ses, a  have  them  well  manned,  and  supplied  with 
all,r  quisite  stores,  lo  provide  and  equip  ships  of 
w»f  ij  have  an  army  and  navy  well  organized 
an^  JisciplineJ,  in  peace  and  in  war.  To  repel 
inv^jt'-ion  IS  one  specific  act  of  war,  against  ano- 
thtiriaci  of  the  like  character. 

1|  repel   invasion   is  one  part  uf  the  duty  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence,  and  for  this 
parr^  particular  force  is  granted.     To  say  that  a 
graii  of  this  force,  for  this  special  service,  in- 
clull|s  a  grant  of  the  same  force  for  the  pur[)oses 
of  p.^ieciion  and  defence,  is  to  say.  that  a  gram 
for  ■  ne   purpop  is  a  grant  for  another,  and  for 
ever     purpose,  eind  that  ihe  grant  of  a  limited,  i.s 
the^;   ant  ol  a  JTrneral  auihoriiy.     This  would'be 
both,  llogical  and  irrational.   Andif  underthe  Inu- 
itati-   IS,  which  were  intended  to  control  the  pow-     *'.  i'i": 
ersij   anted    to  the  GjvernmeQi  of  the  United'     If  ih 


States,  and  especially  underthe  express  limitatioD. 
viz:  'that  powers  not  delegated   to  the  United 

•  States,  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 

•  to  the   States,  are  reserved  to   the  States,  or  to 
the  people,"  such  construction  may  be  adopted. 

there  remains  no  security  for  any  right  reserved 
to  the  States,  or  to  the  people. 

However  conclusive  this  reasoning  may  be,  it 
IS  not  to  be  presumed  that,  after  ih'e  slrides'of 
power  in  which  the  spirit  of  party  has  indulged 
it  will  have  any  etfect  on  those  who  direct  the 
affairs  of  this  country.  I  will,  sir,  however,  refer 
to  opinions  and  authorities  in  confirmation  of 
what  has  been  advanced,  that  to  many  gentlemen 
did  not  formally  admit  either  of  exception  or 
appeal. 

These  are  to  be  found  in  the  resolutions  and 
arguments  of  the  Legislaiure  of  Virginia,  and  of 
Mr.  Madison,  one  of  ihat  Legislature,  in  the  year» 
1799  and  1800—1  refer  the  Senate  to  the  third 
resolution  passed  by  that  body,  and  framed  by  the 
pen  of  the  President,  in  the  words  following: 

"  3.  Reaolvtd,  That  this  A«BembIy  doth  explicitly 
and  peremptorily  declare,  that  it  views  the  powert 
of  the  Federal  Government,  an  resulting  from  the  com- 
pact to  which  the  States  are  parties,  submitted  by  the 
plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instrument  constitut- 
ing that  compact,  as  no  further  valid  than  they  are  au- 
thorized by  Ihe  grants  enumerated  in  that  contract; 
and  that  in  case  of  a  deliberate,  palpable,  and  danger- 
ous exercise  of  other  powers,  not  granted  by  the  said 
compact,  the  States  who  are  parties  thereto  have  a 
right  and  are  in  duty  bound  to  interpose,  for  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  evd,  and  for  maintaining  within 
their  respective  limits  the  authorities,  rights,  anU  liber- 
ties appertaining  to  them." 

«  It  is  said,  that  Congress  are,  by  the  Constitution, 
to  protect  each  Sutc  against  invasion,  and  that  the 
means  of  preventing,  are  included  in  the  power  of  pro- 
tection a{;ainst  it." 

"  The  power  of  war  in  general  having  been  before 
granted  by  the  Constitution,  this  clause  must  either  be 
a  mere  8pecifica.tion,  for  greater  caution  and  cerUinty, 
of  which  there  are  other  examples  in  the  Constitution', 
or  be  the  injunction  of  a  duty,  nupcradded  to  a  grant 
of  power.  Under  either  explanation,  it  cannot  enlarge 
the  powers  of  Congress  on  the  subject.  The  power 
and  duty  to  protect  each  State  against  an  invading 
enemy  would  bo  the  same,  under  the  general  powers,  if 
this  regard  to  greater  caution  had  been  omitted." 

"Invasion  is  an  operation  of  war.  To  protect 
against  invasion  is  an  exercise  of  the  power  of  war.  A 
power,  therefore,  not  incident  to  war,  cannot  be  inci- 
dent to  a  particular  modification  of  war.  And  as  the 
removal  of  alien  friends  has  appeared  to  be  no  incident 
to  a  general  state  o{  war,  it  cannot  be  incident  to  a 
partial  state,  or  to  a  particular  modification  of  war." 

"  Nor.  can  it  ever  be  granted,  that  a  power  to  act 
on  a  case,  when  it  actually  occurs,  includes  a  power 
over  all  the  means  that  may  tend  to  prevent  tlie  occur- 
rence of  the  case,  tjuch  a  latitude  of  construction 
would  render  unavailing  every  practicable  definition  of 
limited  powers."— [See  proceedings  in  the  House  of 
Delegates,  of  Virginia,  on  the  7th  January,  1800,  on 
the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assorably  of  December 
21,  1798.J 


e  observations  which  I   have  made   are 
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founded  in  troth,  and  justified  hy  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  following  positions  are  established,  viz: 
That  the  United  States  have  no  right  to  call 
on  the  several  Slates  for  the  militia,  to  perform 
any  act  of  war,  but  to  repel  invasion. 

That  to  defend  the  ports  and  harbors  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island,  the  purpose  for 
which  the  militia  was  required  in  1812,  is  not 
within  the  power  delegated  by  the  Constitution, 
to  provide  (or  calling  forth  the  militia  to  repel 
invasioQ. 

In  the  case  alluded  to  in  1812,  it  was  not  de- 
clared by  the  President,  nor  even  pretended  by 
bis  oflScers,  that  any  invasion  was  made.  In 
fact,  no  invasion  was  attempted  until  two  years 
after  this  time.  If  the  United  States  had  no  au- 
thority to  make  the  requisition,  the  Governor 
would  have  betrayed  his  duty  to  the  State,  in 
complying  with  the  demand. 

That  the  United  States  had  nosuch  authority, 
I  think  evident  from  the  examination  that  has 
been  made  of  the  powers  delegated  by  the  Con- 
stitution. And  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in- 
stead of  being  a  just  object  of  censure,  by  the 
United  States,  has  a  well  founded  complaint 
against  their  Government,  for  8n  attempt  to 
usurp  her  rights  and  invade  her  prerogatives. 

A  question  has  sometimes  been  sug<Tested, 
whether  the  Governor  of  a  State  has  a  right  to 
judge  if  the  requisition  be  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  A  little  reflection  on  the 
nature  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
and  of  a  Stale,  and  of  the  relation  in  which  the 
Supreme  Rxcutive  of  the  latter  stands  to  the 
United  Stales,  and  to  the  citizens  of  his  particu- 
lar State,  will  show  that  he  is  obliged  to  ex- 
amine, if  the  case  for  which  the  requisition  is 
made  be  within  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
and  if  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  declared  are 
manifestly  not  within  the  powers  delegated  by 
that  instrument,  to  withhold  a  compliance. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Slates  can  ex- 
ercise no  powers  not  granied  by  the  Constitution 
and  so  far  as  this  Government  can  support  such 
as  it  claims  on   this  charier,  it  is  sovereign,  and 
has  no  other  control  than  its  own  discretion. 

The  government  of  the  several  States  is  equally 
sovereign,  with  respect  to  every  power  of  an  in- 
dependent Slate,  which  it  has  not  delegated  by 
the  same  instrument  to  the  United  Slates,  or 
which  IS  not  thereby  prohibited  to  the  several 
States,  h  is,  also,  a  sacred  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  several  States,  to  preserve  unimpaired 
every  right  and  authority  retained  by  the  State, 
either  in  its  corporate  capacity  or  for  its  individ- 
ual citizens.  Whether  ihe  miliiia,  the  peculiar 
force  of  the  .several  State.-,  and  that  which  is  to 
protect  and  defend  every  right  and  power  they 
possess,  IS  called  forth  by  the  United  Slates  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  which  they  made,  in 
delegating  to  this  Government  its  powers,  inu>t  of 
nece.^siiy  be  a  question  between  two  sovereign  in- 
dependent Guverniuems,and  on  which  ihere^is  no 
tribunal  authorized  lo  judge  between  them.  And 
if  the  Gjverner.s,  who  are  comminders  in-chief 
of  the  miliiia  of  the  several  Slates,  should  sur- 


render this  force  to  the  United  States,  in  a  case 
not  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  they  would 
betray  the  trust  confided  to  them  by  theciiizens  of 
their  Slates.  They  must,  therefore,  examine  the 
case  when  called  upon,  and  decide  according  to 
their  duly,  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  of  their  particular 
State,  shall  demand. 

General  Cushing,  while  superintendent  of  the 
military  district  in  which  Massachusetts  is  sit- 
uated, informed  Governor  Strong,  that  he  ex- 
pected an  order  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  request  a  detachment  of  miliiia  for  the 
defence  of  the  seacoast,  and  particularly  of  Bos- 
ton. That  he  had  not  more  troops  than  sufficient 
to  man  one  of  the  forts,  and  proposed  that  one 
should  be  occupied  by  the  militia,  and  that,  while 
out,  they  should  be  subject  to  the  command  of  no 
officer  01  the  United  Slates,  except  the  superin- 
tendent of  thedistrictr  The  Governor  acceded  to 
the  proposal. 

General  Dearborn  shortly  after  superseded 
General  Cu>hing,  and  on  the  8th  July,  by  order 
of  the  President,  and  in  confirmation  of  the  ex- 
pectation of  Brigadier  General  Cushing,  request- 
ed a  detachment  of  eleven  hundred  militia  to 
occupy  the  forts  and  harbor  of  Boston. 

Governor  Strong, although  under  no  Constitu- 
tional obligation  to  call  foith  the  miliiia  for  the 
purpo>es  required,  yet,  seeing  the  forlorn  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  the  vast  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  in  the  navy  yard,  a  ship-of-the-line 
nearly  completed,  and  a  frigate,  all  abandoned  by 
the  Government  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  at  the 
same  time  that  these  offered  to  him  great  temp- 
tations to  attack  and  destroy  the  capital  of  the 
State  and  its  environs,  and  feeling  authorized  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, detached  the  militia,  in  confidence  that  the 
agreement  made  with  General  Cushing  would 
be  fulfilled. 

At  the  end  of  their  term  of  service  these  men 
were  offered  an  uncurrent  and  depreciated  paper, 
as  their  only  compensation. 

In  tiie  beginning  of  September,  General  Dear- 
born notified  the  Governor  that  the  enemy  bad 
taken  possession  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Stale  of  Massachusetts,  and  requested  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
and  defending  such  parts  of  that  State,  and  New 
Hampshire,  as  were  not  in  the  occupation  of  the 
enemy. 

Such  complaints  and  objections  had  arisen  in 
executing  the  order  of  July,  that  the  Governor, 
although  he  issued  an  order  for  troops,  found 
himself  obliged  to  place  the  detachment  under 
the  command  of  a  major  general  of  the  militia. 
The  Governor  immediately  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  requesting  to  know 
from  the  President  if  the  expenses,  thus  neces- 
sarily incurred  for  the  protection  of  the  State, 
would  be  ultimately  reimbursed  to  that  State  by 
the  United  Stales. 

The  answer  was,  that  if  the  force  thus  put  into 
service  bv  the  Governor  had  been  required  by 
General  Dearborn,  or  received   by  him,  aud  put 
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uaJ  er  his  ccmmanj,  the  expenses  attending  it  ity  which  she  has  heretorore  observed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  taxes,  will  recollect,  that  her  faculty 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Treasury,  eren  in 
limes  the  most  prosperous,  arose  principally  from 
the  daring  enterprise,  unrivalled  industry,  and 
rigid  economy  of  the  inhabitants;  that  her  re- 
sources are  now  annihilated,  and  she  is  borne 
down  by  obloquy,  msult.  and  oppression. 

They  who  have  observed  the  patience  where- 
with she  has  submitted  to  see  the  public  treasure 
squandered,  to  purchase  slanders  against  her  cit- 
izens, and  notwithstanding  a  complete  failure  by 
the  full  confession  of  the  hireling,  that  these  cit- 
izens were  s^o  far  beyond  all  temptation  as  not 
even  to  be  approached  for  dishonorable  purposes, 
has  been  subjected  to  the  most  degrading  insinu- 
ations, from  the  first  authority;  who  have  wit- 
nessed all  the  resources  of  her  wealth,  all  the 
means  of  her  industry,  the  object  of  unabating 
persecution  from  the  Government,  and  her  pos- 
sessions coldly  and  expressly  abandoned,  by  the 
same  authority,  to  the  depredations  and  seizure 
of  the  enemy,  may  conceive  that  taxes  like  these 
will  still  be  puid  for  the  exclusive  protection  of 
others  ;  but  if  gentlemen  will  only  condescend  to 
view  the  people  of  this  country  as  their  brethren, 
as  freemen,  as  men,  they  must  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that,  had  they  the  means,  they  could  not 
possibly  have  the  will. 
When  Mr.  Gore  had  concluded — 
The  question  was  taken,  Shall  this  bill  pass? 
and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays 


wc.    Id    be    defrayed    by   the    United    States.      If 

otli    rwise,  in  either  of  these  particulars,  the  Uni- 

te<j  Slates  were  not  chargeable  with  the  expense. 

1  [ere  is  a  distinct  and  plain  case,  in  which  the 

Ui   ted    State*    had    neglected    that    protection 

wl  ch   they  were  expressly  bound   to  afford   the 

St   te.  and  tnereby  occasioned  the  loss  of  a  fifth 

pai  ,  of  its  trJiritory;*  and  then  called  upon  the 

St'  te   itself  to   protect  the  remaining   territory. 

T;  e  State  ubeyed   the  call,  and   reserved   only 

t)^'  c   right  which    the   Constitution,  in    ejciiress 

t^:  ns.  reserveld.  viz  :  the  appointment  of  officers 

t9,  'onimand  the  militia  required  ;  and  the  United 

Si   les  say   Ihis  expense   must   be    borne  by  the 

Qi   te,   and   t^at    they    will    not    reimburse    the 

tin  junt,  because  the  militia  is  not  placed  under 

tbi   coinraanJ  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States. f 

■••'or   this  Hct  of  injustice,  for   this  neglect  of 

du|y   m  the  United  States  towards  the  State  of 

Mlssachusen>i,  for  (his  abandonment  of  its  terri- 

tQiif  to  the  Violence  of  the  enemy,  I  have  never 

href  rd  the  sijiallest  apology. 

-  I  forbear  U)  mention  the  rights  of  the  State, 
th  necessit;^  to  wh|ch  this  wanton  abandonment 
by  those  who  ought  to  protect  thern  may  reduce 
ti'  inliabitrtnts.  The  laws  of  self-preservation, 
•^  i  uf  nature,  contjrmed  by  that  of  nations,  af- 
fV  d  the  rute  for  £iny  member  of  a  confederacy 
tfai  IS  deserie^l  and  forsaken, 
-■  most  earnestly  hope,  that  although  cruelly 
di^  eried  by  the  Government,  which  contrary  to 
th-  ir  enlrearit's  brought  them  into  this  perilous 
c-q|idition.  tiiat  citizens  of  the  country  may  be 
al|e  to  defend  t;iemselve>.  They  will  do  all  that 
H^jn  can  do  under  their  circumstances.  But  I 
aSim  confidei^t,  that  jf  this  tax  be  collected  there, 
a'j.'l  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
fill  the  exclusive  support  and  defence  of  others, 
tji^t-y  will  be  ,debtitnte  of  the  means  of  making 
HjtY  adequate  resf^taoce.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
^te  for  ihi',  bill. 

jriie  preseiit  year  the  Commonwealth  has  ex- 
4ided  mor !  than  §700,000  in  her  own  defence. 
e  is  now  called  on  by  this  bill  for  $632,041,  to 
d  fend  other  parts  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
S  ates;  and  Uer  ciiizens,  more  exposed  than  any 
(J   ler,  are  lef^  to  provide  for  their  own  defence. 

They  who  calculated  on  the  ability  of  Massa- 
^  Juselis  to  pay.  from  the  exactness  and  punctual- 


!'  There  wt'iv,  at  the  attack  and  capture  of  Castine, 
tn*jnty-eight  men  and  a  Lieutenant  in  the  fort.  This 
tijs  »H  the  f  ntection  for  one  of  the  most  important 
^Abcrs  and  river's  of  the  United  Staten,  and  affording 
im,  best  8ituatu3n  for  a  naval  depot  for  Great  Britain. 
;  m  In  the  mtliiary  district,  No.  1,  which  includes  New 
Ifjmpshire  aad  .Mass«ichu8ett8,  there  were  less  than  one 
liiusand  three  hundred  men.  These  were  scattered 
*#r 


tt 


an   extensive   tract  of  country.     In  the   fo^l^,  in 


ton  harbor,  there  were  not  two  liundred  and  sixty 

n,  and  in  <lie  other  forts   in  the   State  a  very  small 

liilpa,  inadequate    to    any  defence.     There  was,  how- 

5[r,  a  Major  General,  a  Brigadier  General,  and  several 
',  loneU.     Iri  no  one  place  were  there  men  enough  to 
cc  istitute  a  colonel's  command. 


7,  as  follow 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Hunter,  Kerr,  Lacock,  .Morrow,  Koberti), 
Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.^^ana,  Gore,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Varnum,  and  Wells. 

So  It  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 


Friday,  January  G. 

Mr.  RoBERT.s  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Elliot,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying  the 
examination  of  a  floating  battery  which  he  has 
invented  for  the  protection  of  the  coasts  and  wa- 
ters of  the  United  Slates,  as  is  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  Navy,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act.  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  appointed 
October,  4,  1814.  to  consider  the  subject,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  within  the  City  of  Washington  ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith. 

Resolved.  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales,  of  2d  instant,  together  with 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there- 
with communicated,  containing  a  statement  of 
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the  proceedings  under  the  "Act  lo  regulate  the 

laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumbeiland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  ihe  State  of  Ohio," 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  lu  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Smith,  Morrow,  and 
Kino,  be  the  committee. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
acting  Secretary  for  itie  Deparinit-nt  of  Navy  on 
the  expenditure  and  apjdicaiioii  of  moneys  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  of  October,  1813, 
to  the  30th  September,  1814.  inclusive;  and  of 
the  unexpended  balances  of  lormer  appropriations 
remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  ihe  Isi  of  O  lober, 
1813;  also  a  report,  coinpreliendiog  contracts 
made  by  ibe  Navy  Departmeni.  during  the  years 
1813  and  1814,  prepared  in  obedience  lo  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  entitled  'An  act  further 
to  amen.i  the  several  ads  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War  and  Navy 
Departments;"  and  the  reports  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actloaulhorize  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as 
sociate  and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  iheir 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales," 
together  with  the  amendments  propo.^ed  thereto; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  ihe  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
It  was  unanimously  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 27,  as  follows : 

YiAB— Mirssrs.  .\nder8on,  Bibb,  Bledeo«,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  .Mason, 
Morrow,  Roberu,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

The  Senate  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  ihe 
motion  made  the  5th  instant,  for  insiruciing  the 
Naval  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  naval  school  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eniiiled  "An 
act  to  provide  tor  ihe  widows  and  orphans  of  mi- 
liiia  and  volunteer  soldiers  who  shall  die  or  be 
killed  in  ihe-  service  of  the  United  States;"  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnu.m,  the  further  con^idera- 
lion  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
m  March  next. 


Saturday,  January  7. 

Mr.  GiLEa  presented  the  petiiion  of  Lillleburg 
E.  Siainback  and  others,  of  the  town  of  Peters- 
burg, joint  owners  of  the  privateer  called  the 
Roger,  praying  a  special  circuit  court  may  be 
ordered  lor  the  di.irin  of  North  Carolina,  for 
reasons  stated  ai  large  in  the  petition  ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  oiherwi>e; 
and  Messrs,  Giles,  Turner,  and  .Mason  were 
apjMMiiied  the  commiitee. 

Tlie  amendments  to  ilie  bill,  eniitled  ''An  act 
to  authorize  ihe  President  of  the  United  Siates  to 
13Ui  (\)N.  3J  Sess.— G 


accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  asso- 
ciate and  organize  themselves,  and  off'er  their  ser- 
vices 10  the  Government  of  the  United  States" 
was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended,  and  the  blanks 
were  filled. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  title  was  amended 
to  insert,  after  "services,"  the  words  ''State 
troops  and  ;"  and  lo  strike  out,  from  the  word 
•'  volunteers,"  to  the  end  thereof. 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  ihe  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
conference  proposed  by  liie  Senate  and  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  ihe  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
Stales,"  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
pan.  They  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
ihe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  lo  jirovide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold lurnilure,  on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the 
saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  wares," 
so  far  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  amend- 
ments of  tiie  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  re- 
ported :  ' 

"  That  the  Senate  do  recede  from  their  amendments 
concerning  the  rates  of  duties  on  household  furniture  ; 
and, 

"  That  the  House  of  Representatives  do  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  ail  the  other  amendments  made 
in  the  Senate  to  the  bill." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  that  ihe  said  bill,  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  ihe  conferee-,  be  post- 
poned to  ihe  second   Monday  in  March  next;  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8.  nays  21 
as  follows:  ' 

Vkas— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Giles,  Gore,  Hunter, 
Mason,  Smith,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Lacock, 
Lambert,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompeon,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  ihe  question.  Will  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  commitiee  of  conference?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative.     Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned, 
as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  auihorizin?  the  President  of  the  United  States 
10  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one 
or  more  floaiinj  batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the 
waters  of  the  Uniied  States;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
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or  i^)uililing  th^  public  buildings  within  the  City 
of  Jl*abhingtoij,-was  read  the  second  lime ;  and  on 
racjljn.  by  Mi.iLACocK,  the  further  consideration 
\o\'  was  pos'tponed  to  Monday  next. 
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Monday.  January  9. 

^  Robert.;  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 

Ki|:Jor  the  ciiy  of  Philadelphia,  praying  certain 
bop4>  given  by  hira  on  merchandise  imported 
'the  United  Siatos,  which  had  been  consiffti- 
Samuel  Guppy,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
se  in  Philadelphia,  and  by  him  innocently 
ased,  may  be  cancelled,  for  reasons  therein 
sia^.-'.J  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  an(f  referred  to 
a  5  eject  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  ^y  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Robert8, 
Cf  ^E,  and  Kerr,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
•V-  RoBEUTs  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Cii^ii^p'"  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor 
of  .^^'neral  anU  uniform  regulations  of  the  estates 
of  jilsolvenis-  and  praying  a  law  may  pass  on 
thif|sobject.  fur  reasons  stated  in  the  petition. 
wtiiih  was  read. 

*Ijie  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  4}(e 'Legislative  Council  aud  Hou^e  of  Repre- 
seiii|tives  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
th^  Appointment  of  an  additional  judge  for  that 
paj^of  the  Territory  lying  east  of  Pearl  rivt-r. 
for'  li'a'ions  lh<Tein  stated  ;  and  the  memorial  was 
rejicBand  referri-d  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sic^I  and  reporf  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and 
rs.  Brown;  Bibb,  and  Chace,  were  appjint- 
e  committee. 

le  bill  auihorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
tates  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  em- 
d,  one  or  more  floating  batteries,  for  the  de- 
of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
rd  time. 
_Ji  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  f.ianimous  consent,  by  adding  thereto  a  new 
sec^n. 

ft^solred,  That  this  bill  pass. and  that  the  title 
lh«riof  be  "An  act  authorizing  ihe  President  of 
<h^  United  Sta(e>  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped, 
andymployed,  <)ne  or  more  floating  batteries,  for 
ihe  |efence  of  the  waters  of  the  United  States." 
<iji  motion,  bv  Mr.  Dana, 
it^solved.  TKat  the  committee  to  whom  was 
refyired  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  iif.e  United  J<tates  as  relates  to  the  militia,  be 
in5»t|ucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing |provision.  ty  law.  that  there  shall  be  one 
Cud:  nel,  one  L^utenant  Colonel,  and  one  Major, 
to^  ch  regiment  consisting  of  two  battalions  of 
mi)i  ia.  \ 

^  .  motion,  ^y  Mr.  Varnu.m,  a  member  was 
ad(<l'  J  10  the  cojnmiitec  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sagtfof  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
latf-^to  trie*mili^ia,  in  place  of  Mr.  Worthing- 
Toi<  ,  and  Mr.  Dana  was  t^lected. 

T|ie  Senate  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 

bil/  |or  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz  and  others; 

aniJ.Jon  motion. :by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consid- 

eraJr^JU  thereoi  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

yse  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  within  the  city  of  Washington  ;  and. 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  prohibit  intercourse 
with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  have  also  passed  the  bill  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  eniitleJ  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America."  with  amendments;  ia 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
S.MiTH,  they  were  referred  to  a  select  comtnittee, 
to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Bibb,  Anderson, 
Giles,  and  Varnu.m,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  P'romentin,  the  bill  last 
mentioned,  as  amended  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


TfE.sDAY,  January  10. 

Thi-  bill,  entitled  ".^a  act  to  prohibit  inter- 
course with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
comuiiilee  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  14th 
October,  the  .s-.veral  communications  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  our 
foreign  alTairs.  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  two  following  Messages  were  also  received 
from  the  Phe.sident  of  the  United  States: 
To  Ihe  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  Stales.- 

I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Congresi,  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operation  of 
that  establiflbmrnt  during  the  last  year. 

J.\ME8  M.\DISON. 
Ja?(1  ABT  10,  1815. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 
I  transmit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  Gorernment   for    the   year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

J.\ME8  M.\DISON. 
Jahcart  10,  181.5. 

The  Messages  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  severally  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  giving  further 
time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  obtain  the  pat- 
ent-, lor  lands  located  under  Virginia  resolution 
warranto;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason  submitted  the  following  molijn  for 
consideration  : 

] 
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Proceedings. 


Senate. 


Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be  stated  to 
the  Senate  the  reasons  which  have  prevented  the  com- 
munication of  the  information  requested  by  their  res- 
olution of  the  9th  of  November  last. 


Wednesday,  January  11. 
James  Barbour,  appointed  a  Senator    by  the 
Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth    of  Virginia, 


[The  amendments  to  the  arnendments  of  the 

House  propose  to  increase  the  fixed  capital  of  the 
Bank  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  to  make  the  capital  consist  of  sliares  of  four 
hundred  instead  of  one  hundred  dollars  each; 
that  ihe  five  millions  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
capital,  shall  be  added  also  to  the  amount  sub- 
scnbable  in  public  debt ;  to  disagree  to  the  prop- 

.  „        .:  osition  of  the  House  for  striking  out  the  section 

to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease  I  which  authorizes  suspension  of  payments  in  sne- 

r!: f^  ?'^"V  P'°'^"^^f^   ^l^  credentials,  was  ;  cie;  to  agree  to  the  section  which   compels  the 
qualified   and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  |  bank  to  commence  its  operations  before  the  first 

,1.1  f  r"^'^  resyimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  I  day  of  January,  and  to  disagree  to  that  which 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap-  ;  proposes  to  authorize  a  committee  of  Congress  at 
propriationsfor  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  any  time  to  examine  the  books,  &c.  and  nre 
buildmgswithin  the  city  of  Washington;  and  on  |  scribes  the  course  of  proceeding  in  the  court' 
inotion.by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consideration  I  against  the  bank,  in  case  of  violation  of  iii 
thereoi  was  postponed  to  Friday  next.  i    .  - 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  that  part  of  the  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate 

to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  j  DoVle>'''wa7rea"d"thV  seTond 'time,  and  referred 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- ;  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
ment.  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay-  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Barboor,  and 
ing  duties  on  vfrrious  goods,  wares,  and  merchan-    Thompson,  were  appointed  the  commitu 


rts 
its 


charter.] 

The  consideration  of  this  report  was  postponed 
to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill. entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 


di.se,  manufactured  within  the  United  Slates."  to 
insert  "  umbrellas  and  parasols,  if  above  the  value 
of  two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  valorem;"' 
and  that  they  agree  to  the  said  amendment.  They 
have  parsed  a  bill,  entitled.  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  H.  Washington  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Robinson,  and  oth- 
ers;" a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Doyle;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick  and   Shouliz  and 

Vogeler.  of  Christian   Chapman,  and   the  legal    Branch  Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report 
representativeof\rohnCaIef,  deceased;"  in  which    thereon  »  '      J'  p 


ttee. 

T^he  bill  giving  further  time  to  complete  the 
surveys  and  obtain  the  patents  for  lands  located 
under  Virginia  resolution  warrants,  was  read  the 
second  lime,  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Washington,"  was  read  the  second  time; 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  2Gih  of  September  last,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Eastern 


bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  f.iur  bills  la<:t  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  m  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  with  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  various  goods,  ware.'*,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  Slates;"  re- 
ported : 

"  That  they  had  conferred  on  the  above  subject,  and 
that  the  managers  on  behalf  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
Reiitalives  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  Hf  use, 
that  they  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  in- 
sertion of  the  following  amendment,  made  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  abo»e-menHoned  lull,  viz  :  umbrellas  and 
parasols,  if  above  the  value  of  two  dollars,  eight  per 
centum  ad  valorem  ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senaie  adjourned  to  Friday  morning. 

Friday.  January  13. 
Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  of  America,  reported  the  same  with 
a  number  of  amendments. 

I 


!  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Shinnick,  Shoultz,  and  Vogeler,  of  Christian 
Chapman,  and  the  legal  representative  of  John 
Calef.  deceased,"  was  read  the  second  time;  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  bill 
entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle," 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Robinson  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
time  ;  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  therton  ;  and  Messrs.  Walker, 
Morrow,  and  Chace,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who 
may  associate  and  organize  themselves,  and  offer 
their  services  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  eniitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate 
and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  service! 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States;"  and, 


' 


(    > 
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Scr/te. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 


Januart.  1815. 


on  ttjotion,  they  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 

use  41  I  he  Senate. 

TJe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  moiion 
subrJiited  the  lOth  instant  by  Mr.  Mason  ;  and 
on  n^Jiion,  by  Mr-  Robinson,  it  was  agreed  to 
taliiimhe  question  therrun  by  yeas  and  nays;  and 
on  Tiiotion.  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  consider- 
atioff '^^''*''^'  ^^^  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

Tie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
mepy  reported  by  the  committee  to  the  amend- 
me^  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  ihf 
bill^  lataled  "An  ac:  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  {■^^  Bank  of  ihe  United  States  of  America  ;" 
anc^  |n  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  (he  further  con- 
sidflrf  tion  therecf  was  postponed  to.  and  made  the 
ordciof  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Ti  e  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  moiion 
subn  iited  liie  UTih  D-ecember  last  ;  and  on  mo- 
lion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of w  \s  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

'X  e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wii|ie.  the  con*idera;ioD  of  the  bill  making  ap 
prof.^iations  for  repairingor  rebuildmg  the  public 
buil\vof,'s  within  the  cily  of  Washingiun  ;  and 
on  ujotion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  consideration 
theriof  was  further  pnsiponed  to,  and  made  the 
ordftl  of  the  day  for,  Wednesd 


1 


4, 


sday  next. 


SaTurda,y,  January  14. 

A  e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wnjle,  the  coMsideration  of  the  bill  giving  furtlier 
tirr|Jto  complete  the  Kurveys  and  obtain  llie  pat- 
enlfslur  lands  located  under  Virginia  resolution 
wai-janls  ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
po!ft|J,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
aniJ|ead  a  third  lime:?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affiriiaiive. 

tlie  Senate  resumtjd  the  consideration  of  the 
anni<Iidinenls  of  the  House  of  Repres^eniaiives  to 
th«;4  amendm»'i)ts  to  the  till,  entitled  '"An  act  lo 
autljlirize  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  lo  ac 
cei^iihe  servicp'->of  volunteers  who  may  associate 
an^l)rfiranize  themselves,  and  offer  their  services 
tol^J- Government  of  »he  United  Slates."  Where- 

f&solced,  That  ih^ry  agree  to  the  second  and 
fonilh  amendments  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
ativls  to  their  amendments  10  the  said  bill,  and 
dis^iree  to  all  tlieir  oiher  amendments. 

tlie  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
anry<»dments  re|)orte(l  by  the  committee  to  the 
aimftdments  of  the  House  uf  Representatives  to 
the  Sill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
r-  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  of 
irica." 

the  quesiion  to  pgree  to  the  first  proposition 

ie  coramitijee,  tg  wit:  Add  afier  the  word 

ty."as  oii^n  as  it  occurs,  the  word  "•five:" 

IS  determijied    in  the  affirmaiive — yeas  17. 

14,  as  foMyws:   ' 

AS — Messrs.!  Andrrson,  liarhour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
,1,  Uilc«,  Kerr,  Lafotk,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Smith, 
Teylor,  TurJier,  Variium,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 


1 


I 


^*i»»- — Mewis  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fronienun, 


I 


Gaillard,  German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Maiion,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

On  ihe  quesiion  lo  agree  to  the  first  member  of 
the  .second  proposition  of  the  commiiiee.  to  amend 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  wit:  strike  out  "  len,"  and  insert  "fif- 
teen :"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
17.  nays  14,  a&  follow^: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condu,  Giles,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Koberu,  Smith, 
Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

IS  ATS— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Masoo,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

After  luriher  progress,  the  Seuaie  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  ut  the  luhabiiaois  of  the  town  ot  Union,  in 
ihe  District  of  Maine,  remonstrating  against  the 
irHnsporlation  and  opeumg  of  the  mail  on  the 
S.tbbaih  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  coiumitiee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  several  petitions  on  the  same  subject, 
u»  ctnsiiler  anJ  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  memorial  of 
Edward  F.  Howell,  and  others,  midsliipmeo  la 
ilie  Navy  ot  the  Uuiied  States,  remonsiraiing 
agdiusi  the  practice ,  which  they  state  I. as  of  laie 
or)iaiiied,of  pruinoiing  and  cummissioning  .^ailing 
masters  to  the  rank  ot  lieutenants  in  the  Navy  ; 
for  reasons  staled  at  large  in  the  memorial  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  10  the  Cummitiee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  tu  Consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  rettoluiion  of 
the  Senate  of  llie  2J  January  lusiant,  re[>oried  the 
following  re;>oluiion  ;   wiiicli  was  read  : 

Rf solved.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  a  bill  for  call- 
ing out  the  militia  upon  the  priuaples  of  the  said 
resolution. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Giles,  a  member  was  added 
10  Ihe  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  ihe  23d 
September,  the  memoridl  ot  ihe  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Wa«.hington  Bridge  Company, 
in  place  of  Mr.  Bledsoe;  and  Mr.  Mason  was 
elected. 

Tiie  bill  giving  further  lime  to  complete  the 
surveys  and  obtain  the  |)ateots  for  lauds  located 
under  Virginia  resuluiion  warrants,  was  read  a 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
arnendmenis  reported  by  the  cummiliee  lo  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Represeniaiives  to 
ihe  I. ill.  entiiled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 

On  ihe  question,  to  agree  to  the  proposition  of 
the  commiiiee.  m  the  GOtli  an<l  61>l  line-,  to  wit: 
•'  That  ihe  ameiidnienis  10  the  17ih  and  18th  rules 
lie  disagreed  lo:"  u  was  deier<iiintd  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas  15,  nays  18,  as  follows: 
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Proceedings. 


Sbhats. 


YiAi — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Chace,  Condit, 
Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Daggett.  Dana, 
Fromentin,  (Jaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Tail,  Thomp- 
son, and  Wells. 

On  the  question,  to  ajjree  to  the  proposition  of 
the  committee,  lines  64.  and  65,  to  wit:  "That 
the  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
13th  section  be  disagreed  to:"  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmaiive — yeas  17.  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Y1A8 — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Robinson, 
Smith,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton. 

Natr — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr, 
King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  strike  out  of  the 
14th  section,  proposed  as  an  amendment  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  after  the  word  '•that," 
in  the  first  line,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
following  : 

"  If  at  any  time  the  said  corporation  shall  exercise 
powers  not  aulhorixed  by  this  act,  or  refuse  or  neglect 
to  perform  any  of  the  stipulations  of  ihis  act,  for  which 
refusal  or  neglect  penalties  are  not  already  provided,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  Iresident  of  the  United 
States,  to  represent  the  same  to  Congress  ;  and  Con- 
gress may,  thereupon,  make  such  provision,  by  law,  to 
restrain  such  exerrise  of  unauthorized  powers,  and  to 
enforce  the  stipulations,  aforesaid,  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  may  justify  and  re<juire  ;  anything  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding  :  Prorided  neveriheUas, 
That  Congress  shall  not  revoke  or  impair  the  corpo- 
rate capacity  of  the  said  Bank,  for  and  during  the  term 
of years,  by  thif  uct  provided,  nor  in  any  manner 


affect  or  impair  the  right  and  property  of  the  stockhold- 
ers respectively,  in  the  capital  stock  of  said   Bank." 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  D.\GGETT,  and  it  was  taken  on  striking  out ; 
and  determined  in  the  affirmaiive — yeas  18,  nays 
15,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robin- 
son.  Smith,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker, 
and   Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana.  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

On  the  question,  to  insert  the  substitute  pro- 
posed, It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
14,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YiAs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Chace,  Condit,  How- 
ell, Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow.  Roberts.  Robinson,  Smith, 
laylor,  Varnum,  and  Walker. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard.  German,  Giles,  (Jore.  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Tail,  Thompson,  Tur- 
ner,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Whereupon,  Kenohed,  That  the  Senate  agree 
to  some,  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  last 
mentioned. 


TuEsnAY,  January  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others  ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  ihe  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  several  memorials  from 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  the  pos- 
session of  certain  lands  which  they  claim  under 
patents  granted  by  the  British  Government;  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorials;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  ihereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and 
Messrs.  Brown,  Morrow,  and  Taylor,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Robinson  ad  others,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  amend  ihe  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing 
and  collecting  the  same;"  and   the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide   additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining  the  public  credit,   by   laying  duties  on 
household    furniture,    and    on    gold    and    silver 
watches;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act   laying  duties  on   li- 
censes to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes;"  a 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  froniiers  of  the   United  States,  and 
to  repeal  certain  acts  now  in  force  for  this  pur- 
pose ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  lo  complete  their 
payments;"  a   bill,  entitled   'An   act  regulating 
the  sale  of  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Ohio;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the   late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered 
by  earthquakes  ;"  a  bill  entitled  "'An  act  attach- 
ing to  the  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
the  tract  of  land   lying  between   the  foot  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Con- 
necticut Western  Reserve;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Hy- 
num;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.    They  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments lo  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  vol- 
unteers who  may  associate  and  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Government 
of  Ihe  United  States."  — 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendments  insisted  on  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  ro  the  bill  last  mea- 
lioned,  and  ask  a  conference  thereon. 


h» 


|i! 
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Jandart,  1815. 


^xmrdered,  That  Messrs.  Brown,  Bibb,  and  Ma- 
bum,  be  ihe  n^anagens  at  the  same,  on  the  pari  of 
ta.^ -Senate. 

t.'the  eight  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
wr  ?  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

t 


r  hpbil!,enti 
tly'  'An  act  to 
fvLpng  the  es 


Wednesday,  January  18. 
itiUed  "An  act  toamend  theacf,  enti- 
provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
ling the  espenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
tajtfing  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
uprli  ihe  Uniied  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
iDijIini  collecting  the  same."  and  the  act  entitled 
"Ab  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing he  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
th^  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household 
fa''!  itgre,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  was 
rea  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mis  ee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
aiM    report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Dag- 


Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  comnaittee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodges  ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  ihe  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  the  16th  instant,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  together  with  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  inj.lant,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  weie  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  last  mentioned, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  2Iit  September,  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lation<,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy 


oi<-^r,  Brown,  Chacje,  and  Smith,  were  appoint-  '  ^°^  f"""  oiher  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bibb,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Friday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  appropria- 


e^    ne  commcttee. 

s"  he  bill,  erctitled  *-An  act  supplementary  to  the 
9ni\  entitled  'An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
reniilers  of  w  r»es.  spirituous  liquors  and  foreign 
nit|chandise,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 


tb'ejsecond  tirue,  and  referred  to  the  committee  I  I'O^^  ^"^  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  build- 
lap  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  !  '"g^  within  the  City  of  Washington,  and  on  mo- 
.';  ho  bill  entitled 'An  act  attaching  to  the  Can- j  ''""r  ^V  ^J""-  Lacock,  the  consideration  thereof 
ton  district,  m  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  |  ^^^  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
laii    lyin^  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  |  ^'>^  'i'*/  ^^^  Monday  next. 

Mi  ms  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Connecticut  West-  \  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
ero  Reserve,'''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re-  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
fer  -d  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred.  I  *ct  for  therelief  of  William  Robinson  and  others;" 
ibife  21st  Sepu-mber,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis-  ^"^1  "o  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was 
lai^e  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  consider  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading, 
rej^rt  ihereoL 


he  bill,  e;ititled  "An  act  regulatiug  the  sale 
0^  ertain  resi.'rved  sections  of  land  in  the  State 
of  I  )hio,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
t(i  '  'le  commiUee  las^  mentioned,  to  consider  and 
rt»{i  ri  thereoD. 

'he  bill,  eiuitled  ''An  act  giving  further  time 


Thursday.  January  19. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Robinson  and  others,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 
;|i»c  uiii.  ciuntu  •  AH  aci  giving  luriner  iime  '  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and 
tij  Ih^  purcha«-ers  of  public  lands  to  complete  ;  Gt-orge  Hodges  was  read  the  second  time. 
tKf:  r  payments."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  j  Go  motion,  by  Mr  Roberts,  the  committee  to 
njf  rred  to  the  comriiittee  last  mentioned,  to  con-  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
sij  r  and  report  thereon.  dent   and    Directors  of  the   Washin^'ton   Bridge 

'■'  he  bill,  entitled  :'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Company,  were  instructed  to  mquire'into  the  ex- 
irj!  ib.tantsof  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  1  pediency  of  providing  by  a  general  law  for  mak- 
ll))^  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by  earth- 1  ing  compensation  to  individuaK  whose  property 
qvifkes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  '  '  "  .    . 

t<;^ 


select   (omraittee,   to   consider  and   re 


>t*-eon  ;  and  Messr ;.  bROMENTiN.  .Morrow,  and  whose  p 

>^GETT,  were  appointed  the  committee.  appropri 

tl'he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  On  m 

L'l  s  of  Jame?.  Hynum,"  was  read  the  second  to  whon 


rred  ;  may  have  been  destroyed  durin";  tne  wat,  by  the 
port    constituted  authorities  of  the    United   States,  or 


th*eon  ;  and  Messr ;.  Fromentin.  .Morrow,  and    whose  property  may  have  beenoccupied  for,'  or 
l>.*}GErT,  were  appointed  the  committee.  nnnrnpnated  to.  public  purposes. 

motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee 
.  -  .  -  _-om  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

Uit  e,  and  relcried  to  the  committee  la^t  mention-    for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick  and  Shouliz  and 
e*<,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  ;  Vogeler.  of  Christian   Chapman,  and    the  legal 

'   he    bill,  pijtitleh  "An  act   to  authorize   the    representative  of  John  Calef,  deceased,"  were  dis- 
Pr  -iident  to  r;iise  certain  companies  of  rangers  '  charged  from  the  further  consideration  ihtreof. 
iqpi'   Ihe  defei.ce   ol    the  frontiers  of  the  United  i      On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin.  the  Committee 
S^^:es,and  to  repeal  certain  acts  now  in  force  for    on  Naval  Affdir>,  to  whom  were  referred  the  re- 


th,  I  purpose,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re^ 
f»4ed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
cj»|sider  and  ,-«fport  thereon. 


port  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy, 
on  the  petition  of  Edward  Bland  and  others,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  were 
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Hank  of  the  United  States. 


Sbn 


iATI. 


discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof,    that  ther  should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postnone 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  said  committee,  to  I  meni  of"  the  bill,  under  the   impression  that  it 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise.   }  would  be  rather  an  injury  than  a  benefit  to  the 

Mr.    Thompson    presented    several    petitions,  }  community  to  pass  it  in  its  present  shape 
signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  |      Messrs.  Barbocr,  KiNc.and  Giles  uiged  the 
of  New  Hampshire,   remonstrating  against  the  I  recession  of  the  Senate  from  these  amendments 
transportation   and  opening  of  the   mail  on   the  I  principally  on  the  ground  of  necessary  concession 
Sabbath;  and   the  petitions  were  read,  and   re- i  (although  the  two  latter  gentlemen   objected  to 


f —    f- -._._   .._»,....^   ... 

ferred  to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred, 
the  26ih  ultimo,  several  petitions  on  the  same 
subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 


them  on  principle  also)— concessions  which  it  was 
said  the  times  now  more  than  ever  demand.  Mr. 
Barbour,  particularly,  in  an  eloquent  manner 
enforced  the  necessity  of  acting  decisively  on  a 
subject  which  had  so  long  been  pending  between 
the   two   Houses,  and   so  greatly  interested    the 


■;  -o —  --  •••-  ""-  '"w  iiuu^ca,  aiiu  su  greaiiv  inierested  ttje 
conlerence  proposed  on  the  amendments  to  the  |  feelings  of  the  community,  which  turned  its  eves 
bill,entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize  the  President  I  with  ceaseless  anxiety  on  the  dilatory  proceediDjrs 
of  the  United  States  to  accent  the  services  of  vol-    nC  nrmrrrocc      vt,    s:^,-,,.     ;„   „ii...:5_    ..   .i   ^ 


of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  vol 
unteers  who  may  associate  and  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stales."  and  have  appointed  mana- 
gers on  their  part.  They  have  passed  the  bill  en- 
titled 'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act.  entitled 
*An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  cer- 
tain claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 


ol   Congress.     Mr.  Smith,  in   allusion    to  thf»e 
remarks,  took  occasion  to  absolve  the  Executive 
and  Senate  from  the  blame  of  delay  and  apathy 
and  by  inference  to  cast  it  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  question  being  about  to  bo  taken,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts moved  to  postpone  the  subject  till  to  mor- 
row, with  the  view  of  submitting  a  resolution 
that  Mr.  Bledsoe  (the  Kentucky  Senator)  was 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  inasmuch  as  the 


They  agree  to   some,  and   disagree   to   other  '  IZr      '  r  k^^'  '"  ''"  t^enate,  inasmuch  as  the 
lendmen'ts  of  the  Senate  to  their%memlr^Pn^    '  elecnon  of  his  successor.  Mr.  Talbot,  had  not 


amendments  of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America.'' 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  message  from  the  House  announcing  its  disa- 
greement to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscrib- 
ers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

[The  state  of  this  question  is  so  intricately  in- 
terwoven with  matters  of  form  and  technicalities, 
that  we  shall,  in  describing  the  questions  which 
came  up  to-day,  disregard  t1ie  mere  form  of  them, 
and  endeavor  to  present  the  substance] 


yet  been   notified   to  the  Senate.     This  motion 
was  negatived,  25  to  9,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  to  insist  on  the  first  amendment 
as  stated  above,  was  then  decided  as  follows: 

For  insisting— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Chace,  Con- 
dif,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  and  Walker — 1.3. 

Against  insisting — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German.  Giles,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Robinson,  Tait,  Thompson,  Wells,  and  Whar- 
ton—21. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  insist  on  this  amend- 
ment. 
Mr,  Giles   moved    to   recede   from   the  said 


The  first  question  was  the  proposition  sent  from  amendment, 
the  Senate,  to  which  the  Hou-e  has  disagreed,  Mr.  Roberts  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fuf? 
to  increase  the  capital  of  the  bank  five  millions,  to  ther  consideration  of  the  whole  subject  to  the  sec- 
be  subscribable  in  public  stock,  created  since  the  i  ond  Monday  in  March  (equivalent  to  a  motion 
^^-  to  reject.)     In  support  of  the  motion.  Mr.  Rob- 

On  this  proposition.  .Mr.  Bibb  proposed  to  insist,    ert.s  spoke  at  some  length. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Bibb.  Mr.        Mr.  Bibb  intimated  that  he  should  vote  against 

S.MiTii.  Mr.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  and  op-    the  postponement  now,  because  the  amendment 

posed  by  .Mr.  Barbour.  Mr.  King,  and  .Mr.  Gile.s.    respecting  which   he  was  most  anxious  had  not 

f    i,^       '^^^'^te  turned  principally  on  the  merits    been   decided    (meaning   the   section    respecting 

ot   the   specie    payment   suspending   section,  (to  ,  specie  payments.) 

which  also  the  other  House  had  disagreed,)  which  -Mr.  Taylor  said  he  should  vote  for  the  post- 
was  considered  as  intimately  connected  with  the  i  ponement,  because  he  perceived  the  amendment 
question  immediately  Ijcfore  the  Senate.  ' -"'" ■*  '"  '  -  ^'-    "--    "    -    -   '  ^  --" 

The  first  named  gentlemen  in>isted  on  the  ad 


vantages  to  the  Government  from  the  increase 
of  the  capital,  and  also  from  the  proposed  power 
to  suspend  payment  in  specie,  without  which,  it 


referred  to  by  Mr.   Bibb   would   not  be  insisted 
on. 

The  question  on   the  postponement  (or  rejec- 
tion) was  then  decided  as  follows: 


.^  ^^^^,^,.^    l'»7"'t'»'   III  specie.  WltnoUt    WniC  l,   it  $.'       tl.  t  *       xi  /•     n      J     ,-> 

was  said,  the  operations  of  ihe    bank   mu>t    for     ^.  ^^/^^  ;',««'/'»'»<''«<-'«'-Mcgsrs.  Gaillard,  German, 
some  time  at  leist,  be  creat  v  rZtri.?.-l  T;  '     "      h"^'  ^'^^^f'^'  1"-"°^"''  «°^"^^'  '^«^'°^  burner,  and 


some  time  at  least,  be  greatly  restricted,  dec,  and 
wholly  useless  to  the   Government.     Mr.   Bibb 
Mr.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  intimated,  if  the 
Senate   should  yield  these  points  to  the  House. 


Varnum — 9. 

Against  the  postponement — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bar- 
bour, Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell, 


♦  f 


SJ44TB. 
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riiAiter,  King,  Ma«on.  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait, 
'I^Jmpson,  WjilJter,  Wcllg,  and  Wharton — 25. 

'.^  he  questi.)a  on  Mr.  Giles's  motion,  to  rect-de 
fpi!Jj,<i  the  said  first  amendment,  was  then  decided 
irj    he  affirmative — ayes  18. 

.Hr.  KiNGlheii  moved  to  recede  from  all  theother 
ap^ndmeoi.s  to  which  the  House  had  disagreed. 

."ihe  Senate  then  receded  from  such  of  the  said 
rejiaaining  amendments,  as  preceded  the  follow- 

.'f  h.!  question  on  receding  from  the  insertion 
o:f  {le  section,  authorizing  the  bank  under  certain  | 
ciVitumstancei;,  to  suspend  payment  of  their  notes  i 
in!  Jiecie,  was  decided  as  follows: 

I4ftr  receding; — Messrs.   Barbour,   Brown,   Daggett,  ' 
Da<|a,  FrumentiM,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldsbo- 
roiith,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert, 
MK«>Q.  Thompson,  and  W'elb — 18. 

./fg-oirw/  receding — Messrs.  Anderson.  Bibb,  Chace, 
Ciildit,  Howell,  Laco<k,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson, 
8ii)>ih.  Tail,  Tatylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and 
WKirton— 16. 

[So  the  Senate  virtually  disagreed  to  the  inser- 
ti?»  of  such  a  section.     Whereupon, 

i!^T.  Bibb  moved  to  postpone  to  the  second  Mon- 
d^y»  iq  March  (io  reject)  the  further  consideration 
or(|ii>;bill. 

)Mr.  Smith  tjjen,  expressing  a  desire  to  have  a 
n»i|j|ji'i  reflectun  on  this  question,  moved  to  ad- 
jou|n. 

r'ihere  were  il9  ayes  in  favor  of  the  motion  ; 
ancjlhe  Senateiadjourned  at  a  late  hour. 


Jandakt,  1815. 


\  f  Friday.  January  20. 

ilfhe  Pbbsidcnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
S;>.Jretary  of  tl|e  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  sums 
reiijeciively  pa»d  to  each  clerk  in  the  several  offi- 
c^^Jjfthai  Deportment,  for  services  rendered  dur- 
iiiMtbe  year  18*14,  made  in  obedience  to  the  pro- 
VBfons  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1806,  to  regulate 


ytai  loit,  iiiaue  in  ooeuience  to  the  pr 

6  ,  -, ,  --  ..^Jla..^ 

X  the  compensation  of  clerks;  and  the  re- 
p^^.  was  read.  : 

^Ir    Varmm,  from  the  Militia  Committee,  to 

ikr(l|g)m  the  subject  was   referred  the  ink  instant. 

r^,Hi)rted  a  bill  concrrning  field  otliccrs  and  mili- 

ti^i^  and  the  hJI  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 


ot^#'readin£r. 


''»he  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
frujfi  the  HonoVable  Mr.  Bledsoe,  as  follows: 
■^A  .  W  vsiii?r(;To.>,  January  20,  1815. 

*^b:  DoubU  having  arisen  whether!  have  a  right 
*i\\i  to  fill  my  seiit  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales, 
will  a  view  to  hi»vc  the  queflion  settled,  and  a  precc- 
dtwtf  esUblished;  and  to  save  my  own  feelings  on  a 
IK<i||t  of  duty,  I  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  submit  the 
foiUwing    case    ;br    the    decision   of    that    honorable 

Jjevious  to  th^  24th  December  last,  I  forwarded,  by 
iDf  J,  Diy  rcsignalion  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
K^i^ucky,  to  take  place  on  that  day,  to  be  by  him 
coin*Municated  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  then, 
andjsc  far  as  I  aim  informed,  still  in  session.  I  was, 
by  t|{  letter  from  the  Governor  of  that  Stale,  advised 
th»,t^e  had  reccired  my  resignation,  and  would  hold  it 
up  A  tiie  hope  oh,  hearing  from  me,  and  of  a  change  in 
mjj  iet.rminatioi-  on  that  subject,  ualiJ  about  the  last 


I 


of  that  month,  when  he  would  communicate  it  to  the 
Legislature.  Newspaper  information  stales  that  he 
did  so,  and  that  my  successor  has  been  appointed; 
which  latter  fact  is  also  stated  in  a  letter  to  a  gentle- 
man of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  I  have  been 
informed.  This  is  all  the  information  I  have  received. 
Whether,  under  these  circumstances,  I  am  to  be  con- 
sidered as  still  a  member,  will  be  for  the  honorable 
Senate  to  decide.  W  iihing  it  to  be  understood  I  have 
no  other  solicitude  as  to  the  result  than  to  be  informed 
of  my  duty,  which  is  concerned,  in  continuing  in  m? 
place,  if  I  have  a  right  to  do  so, 

I  am,  with  high  resf)ect,your  most  obedient  servant 

J.  BLEDSOE. 

The  Honorable  Johw  GAiLLian, 

Fresident  vf  the  Senate. 

And  the  letter  was  read.  Whereupon,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts submitted  the  following  motion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  facts  stated  in  the  letter  of  the 
Honorable  Jesse  Bledsoe,  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  do  not  vacate  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  .Mr.  King,  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  striking  out  therefrom,  the 
word  "not;"  and  it  was  determined  in  the  a£Br- 
mative— yeas  25,  nays  8,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bart>our,  Brown,  Ch«c«, 
Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Gondii,  Dana,  Larock,  Rob- 
erts, Smith,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  resolution  pass 
as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive—  yeas  27,  nays  6,  as  follows  : 

ViAa — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace, 
Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard.  G»>rman,  Giles,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King, 
Lacock,  Lambert,  Mason,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tail, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Condit,  Dana,  KoberU,  Smith, 
and  Varnum. 

So  it  was,  licaolred.  That  the  facts  stated  in 
the  letter  of  the  Honorable  Jesse  Blkdsoe,  ad- 
dressed to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  do  vacate 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hou>e  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Wells  and  others;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  ol  James  Brahany  ;"  also,  a  bili,  enti- 
tled -'An  act  lor  ihe  better  regulation  of  the  ord- 
nance department  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  their 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  ihe  United  States  of  America." 

On  the  question,  that  the  said  bill,  together 
with  the  amendments,  be  postponed  to  the  .'^^econd 
Monday  in  .March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  14.  nays  20.  as  follows: 

Y«A8— .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb.  Condit,  Gaillard, 
Howell,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Varnum,  and  Walker. 
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Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  (ierman,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Robinson, 
Tail,  Thompson,  Wells,  and  Wharton, 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 
Resolved.  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendments  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  said  bill,  to  which  the  said 
House  have  disagreed  ;  and  that  they  recede  from 
their  dij-agreement  to,  and  concur  in,  all  the  other 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
thereto. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  ilie  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill,  entitled  '•  An  act 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates," 
reported  : 

"  That  they  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  re- 
spective Houses  a  modification  of  the  first  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  by  adding  the  following 
proviso,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section  : 

"  And  be  it  further  prot'ided.  That,  in  case  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  hereafter  call  on  the 
Executives  of  the  several  Slates  to  hold  in  readiness 
their  respective  quotas  of  militia  for  service,  he  shall 
consider  the  corps  of  State  troops  raised  in  any  State, 
as  part  of  the  quota  of  such  State. 

"And  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  5ih  section,  to  modify 
the  5lh  section  as  proposed  by  the  Senate,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "forty,"  in  the  12lh  line,  and  inserting 
the  word  "seventy." 


Saturday,  January  21. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, praying  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  Ter- 
ritory may  be  authorized  to  form  a  convention 
for  the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  and  that  the 
said  Territory  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State;  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  me- 
morial;  which  was  read. 

The  Presiuknt  also  laid  before  the  Senate 
another  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
Terriiory.  praying  that  the  amount  of  losses  sus- 
tained by  citizens  of  said  Territory,  in  the  war 
against  the  Creek  Indians,  may  be  ascertained,  in 
order  that  the  sufferers  may  be  iudemnified  in 
lands,  acquired  from  said  Indians,  as  is  stated  in 
the  memorial;  which  was  read. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  another 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory, 
praying  that  the  power  to  lease  out  the  lands  set 
apart  for  the  public  schools  in  said  Territory  may 
be  vested  in  -aid  Legislature;  for  reasons  therein 
slated  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  President  aUo  laid  before  the  Senate 
anotiier  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  ilie  said 
Territory,  praying  that  the  interest  which  has  ac- 
crued on  lands  in  said  Terriiory,  purchased  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  remitted,  and  that  further 


time  may  be  given  to  complete  the  payments  for 
the  said  lands;  for  reasons  therein  stated;  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tl*  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  21sl  of  September 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, tendering  to  the  General  Government  their 
undivided  support  in  repelling  the  aggressions 
and  unjust  demands  of  the  enemy,  and  preferring 
a  sacrilice  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  the  sur- 
render of  our  rights  or  national  dignity;  and  the 
resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  primed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith,  the  bill,  entitled 
■'An  act  for  the  belter  regulation  of  the  Ordnance 
department,"  wa>  read  the  .second  lime  by  unani- 
mous consent  ;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory." 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Hunter, 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  therein  with  aD 
amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference  on  iheir  pari,  on 
ihe  disagreeing  voles  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers  who  may  associate  and  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  .Mr.  Brown, 

Resolved.  That  they  concur  therein  with  an 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 
the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodges,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  was 
referred  lo  the  committee  appointed  on  the  23d 
September,  on  the  memorial  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  toe  W^ashingion  Bridge  Company, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon.' 

The  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  the  second  time. 


Monday,  January  23. 
The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  cre- 
dentials of  Outerbridge  Horsey,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
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ire.  for  the  |erm  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
>•  fourtli  (Ja5y  of  March  next;  and  they  were 
Id,  and  laid. on  file. 

irhe  Senai^  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
^tion  subryisted  on  the  lOih  instant,  by  Mr. 
iso.N,  relaijij-e  to  information  requested  by  their 
jiution  oHiilje  9t|»  November  last;  and  on  the 
Ration,  to  a^ree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in 


for  other  purposes,"  together  with  ihe  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee- 
and  the  amendments  were  agreed  to  with  an 
amendment;  and  the  bill  having  been  further 
amended,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Robkrts,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  24. 
The  seven  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and    passed    to   the  second 
reading. 
r'iV"%.  —'""''•  "7"'^; »"".  "ariH^ur,  ojDD,  i^nace,        A  message  from  the  House  of  Representaiivps 

At  \i  f 'r'i  ^.^^""'^V'"'"'  ^V"'  ^^^°t'  ^^''-  i  '"^^'^^'^  '^'  Senate  that  the  Hou^e'^^  ave  pa  sej 
#nAnrWhtoT"'  '^"""'  '""""'  ^•'"'"- I -bill,  entitled '-An  act  to  amend  the  act  laying  du 
v,cui8,and  Wharton.  i^.^   ^^   \,censts   to  retailers   of  wines,  spiniuous 

,|he  benate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  |  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise;"  in  which  bill 
njif.ion   submuted   f^n   the  27th   December  last ;  |  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
ayj    on   motio^i.  by  .Mr.  Ki.ng.  the  consideration        The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and   passed 
t^lreut  was  fu|-ther  postponed  to  the  first  .Monday    lo  the  second  readin". 

i,Vebruary  next.  ;      The  bUl   for  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo  was 

i  he  bill.  eriDiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joiin    read  the  second  time. 


EKlhany,"  wai<  read  the  second  time. 
;  t'he  bill,  eiilitled   "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 

ti 

s' 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

•u'  li r    :-•—,:'"" wi  "^u- ^  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

in    Weils  and  ethers,    was  read  the  second  (act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy   and 

?.  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con-     for  other  purposes." 

r  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Roberta,  '      Mr.  Uagoett  moved   to  strike  out  the  8th  sec- 


jsc  .N.  and  li,\RBOtR,  were  appointed  the  com-  '  Hon  of  the  bill.     And  after  debate,  un  motion,  by 

"^'^-  ■  ,     TT  ^^^'  ^-^RBOi^'R)  ihe  further  consideration  thereof 

message  iyom  the  House  of  Representatives  i  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
Irmed    the  ;Senate    that  the  House  agree  to        Mr.  S.mith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
amendmo^^ts  ol   the   Senate  to  the  bill,  enti-    referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
An   act  providing  for   the  indemnification     s>ury  containing  a  statement  of  proceedings  under 
pertain  claijnants  of  public  lands  in  the  Miss-    the  act  to  regulate   the  laving  out  and   makmcr  a 
hpi    lcrrit(>ry.       They  agree  to  the  report  of,  road  from  Cumberland,  in'the  State  uf  .Maryland 
»conlerees  ojn  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  !  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  made  a  report;  which  was 
liases  on   the-,  amendments   to   the  bill,  entitled    read. 

^  1  act  to  aut^iori/.-  the  President  of  the  United  ,  Mr.  S.mith,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
to?!  les  to  accept  th«  services  of  volunteers  who  j  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  lavin? 
nja  ,  associaio  und  organize  themselves,  and  offer  i  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
\j;  r  service,  to  the  Government  of  the  United  ;  Stale  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  the 
fc^   tes,     with  :the  J^tnendinent  made  thereto   by     bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

A  ^/"f'^'^"'5'7'V'f.^'"^^.''f''»^^'^'"'^'"?'y-  '  ^'^'-  TAVLOR,from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
I*!  -y  have  pasised  a  bill  entitled  -An  act  to  alter  ■  referred  the  bill,  entitled  -An  act  supplementary 
ay  amend  ;he  severa  acts  for  e.stafilishing  a  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  dilie,  on  li- 
Jf .  V  Department  hv  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  censes  to  retailers  of  wines,  sp.ruuous  liquors 
Cw  nmi>sione:rt ;  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes  » 
It .    manner  oj   contracts  and   purchases   in  the    reported  it  wth  amendments  ' 

N.,    y   D.'parwdent,  .nnd    for  promoting  economy     ^  On    motion,    by  Mr.  Goldsborough,  the   bill 
ih.   em,     a   b.il,  entitled   -An  act  for  the  relief    lor  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurt/,  and  others  was 
of    osephPerk.ns;'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con-     recommitted    to   Mes.srs.  GoLDSBORot  gh    Gore 
c^.  nng  Matthew  Guy    John   Woodward.  Sam-    and  Chace.  further  to  consider  and  report  [hereon 
Ufl    rennison,and   Wilfred  Drury ;"  a  bill,  enti-         On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  a  member  was 
Ifs    r    ''",   k'ii  ^°°^7"'°?  W^-^l'^n  Jenkins    and  ,  added  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the 
ot*rs  ;    a  bill,  eti  itled    -An  act  for  the  relief  of  ,  21st  September  last,  the  memorial  of  .he  Leg  sla- 
W-    am  Arnold  ;"  uUo,  a   bill,  entitled   -An  act  I  ture  of  the    Indiana   Territory,  in  place  of  Mr 
foT|the  relief  of  Farringtor,  Barkelow.  adm.nis-     Bi^edsoe;  and  Mr.  Barbocr  was  elected 
irajr  of  Mai>-  Rappleyea ;"  in  which   bills  they         The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo  was 

,Jr.  Hl.ntlr  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  mitteeof  the  Whole;  and.  no  amendment  havin- 
sjlject  was  referred  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief ;  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  tn" 
of  Ilenry  Nimmo;  and   the   bill   was  read,  and  :  grossed  and  read  a  third  time 

pa^ed  to  the  second  reading.  |  

lie  Senate  Te.umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  i  Wednesday,  January  25. 

W^le,thecon^s,deration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  i      The  bill,  entitled  -An  act  to  amend  the  act  lay- 
ac'^to  prohibit  I  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  I  mg  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines  smruJ  - 

1^  '  ■         -  * 
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ous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  was  read 
ihe  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  committee  lo 
whom  was  referred,  the  18th  instant,  the  bill,  en- 
titled -An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  col- 
lecting the  same;"  and  the  act,  entitled  '"An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  fur- 
niture,and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Mason  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hollis. 
in  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire,  remonsiraiing 
against  the  transportation  and  openingof  the  mail 
on  the  Sabbath;  and  the  pelition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred, 
on  the  26ih  ultimo,  several  petitions  on  the  same 
subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Arnold,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Perkins,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred lo  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon;  and  Messrs.  Gore,  Hu.nter,  and 
Mason,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Far- 
rington  Barkelow,  administrator  of  Mary  Rap- 
pleyea," was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Weston 
Jenkins  and  others,"  was  read  the  second   time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Matthew 
Guy,  Juiin  Woodward,  Samuel  Tenuison,  and 
Wilfred  Drury."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  for  establishing  a  Navy  Depart- 
ment, by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Commission- 
ers," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afl'airs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  man- 
ner of  contracts  and  purchases  in  tlie  Navy  De- 
partment, and  for  promoting  economy  therein," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENE.MY. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th 
Whole,    ihe   consideration   of  the    bill,  entitled 
''An  act  lu  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy, 
and  fur  other  purposes;"  and  Mr.  Varnu.m  was 
requested  lo  take  the  Chair. 

On  the  question  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section, 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Daggett— on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bibb,  it  was  agreed  to  lake  the  question  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  a  select  committtee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative— yeas  13,  nays  15,  as  follows: 


Yeas— Mesirs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  German, 
(joldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey.  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tail] 
Taylor,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  to  amend  the 
eighth  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting,  in  the  fifth 
line,  after  the  word  -'act,"  the  words,  "or  under 
color  thereof;"  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
iive— (the  Senate  being  equally  divided)  yeas  14 
nays  14,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Lacock,  -Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

^^Ts- .Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  German, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  strikino'  out  the 
8ih  section,  amended  as  follows: 

"Stc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
suit  or  prosecution  be  commenced  in  any  State  court, 
against  any  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  inspector,' 
or  any  other  officer,  civil  or  military,  or  any  other  per- 
son aiding  or  assisting,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done,  as 
an  ofTiccr  of  the  customs,  or  for  anything  done  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  and  the  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of 
entering  his  appearance  in  such  court,  file  a  petition 
for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  at  the  neit  circuit 
court  to  beholden  in  the  district  where  the  suit  is  pend- 
ing, and  offer  good  and  sufficient  surety  for  his  entering 
in  such  court,  on  the  first  day  of  iu  session,  copies  of 
said  process  against  him,  and  also  for  his  there  appear- 
ing at  the  court  and  entering  special  bail  in  the  cause, 
if  special  bail  was  originally  required  therein,  it  shall 
then  be  the  duty  of  the  Slate  court  to  accept  the  surety, 
and  proceed  no  further  in  the  cause,  and  the  bail  that 
shall  have  been  originally  taken,  shall  be  discharged, 
and  such  copies  being  entered  as  aforesaid  in  such 
court  of  the  United  States,  the  cause  shall  there  pro- 
ceed in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  brought 
there  by  original  process,  whatever  may  be  the  amount 
of  the  sum  in  dispute  or  damages  claimed,  or  whatever 
the  citizenship  of  the  parlies,  any  former  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  And  any  attachment  of  the 
goods  or  CHtale  of  the  defendant,  by  the  original  pro- 
cess, shall  hold  the  goods  or  estate  so  attached  to  answer 
the  final  judgment,  in  the  same  manner  as  by  the  laws 
of  such  State  they  would  have  been  holden  to  answer 
final  judgment,  had  it  been  rendered  by  the  court  in 
which  the  suit  was  commenced.  And  it  shall  be  law- 
ful, in  any  action  or  prosecution  which  may  be  now 
pending,  or  hereafter  commenced,  before  any  State 
court  whatever,  for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be 
done,  by  the  defendant,  as  an  inspector  or  other  officer 
of  the  customs,  after  final  judgment,  for  either  party 
to  remove  and  transfer,  by  appeal,  such  decision,  during 
the  session  or  term  of  said  court,  at  which  the  same 
shall  have  taken  place,  from  such  court  to  the  next 
circuit  court  of  the  United  Stales,  to  be  held  in  the 
district  in  which  such  appeal  shall  be  taken  in  manner 
aforesaid  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  taking 
such  appeal  and  transfer,  to  produce  and  enter  in  the 
said  circuit  court,  attested  copies  of  the  process,  pro- 
ceedings, and  judgment,  in  such  cause  ;  and  it  :>hall 
also  be  competent  for  either  party,  within  six  months 
of  the  rendition  of  a  judgment  in  any  such  cause,  by 
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It  of  error  of  other  process,  to  remove  the  same  to 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  of  that  district 
uch: judgment  shall  have  been  rendered; 
|l  the  said  njrcuit  court  shall,  thereupon,  proceed  to 
f  and  determine  the  facts  and  the  law  in  such  action, 
khe  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  there  ori- 
Jally  commejiced  ;  the  judgment  in  8uch  case  not- 
Jhstanding.  And  any  bail  which  may  have  been 
tp^en.  or  property  attached,  shall  be  hoiden  on  the  final 
Hi^gment  of  the  said  circuit  court  in  such  action,  in  the 
-*-^ie  manner  us  if  no  such  removal  and  transfer  had 
\n  made  as  atbresaid  ;  and  the  State  court  from  which 


.     ,    --  —  , .^„   g.^iiif^   sLTi'u  niiu  suiiicieni 

^  arity  for  ihfe  prosecution  thereof,  shall  allow  the 
j^ilie  to  be  reiivoved  and  transferred,  and  proceed  no 
tii^et  in  the  wase  :  Provided,  however,  That  if  the 
-'|ty  aforesaid  shall  fail  duly  to  enter  the  removal  and 
hwjer  as  aforesaid  in  the  circuit  court,  agreeable  to 
•  afct,  the  Htate  court,  by  which  judgment  shall  have 
t.^n  endcreiL  nnd  frum  which  the  transfer  and  removal 
s^fill  have  been  mad«  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  authorized, 
«]Jrlmot»on  for  that  purpose,  to  issue  execution,  and  to 
fry  into  effftci  any  such  judgment,  the  same  as  if  no 
Ih  removal  and  transfer  had  been  made  :  Provided, 
Y^thetesa,  Jhat  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
Vy  to  any  if>rt>secution  for  an  offence  involving  cor 
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[which  such  judgment  shaM  have'^b^en^rendeTetT-  I  c  J^^  ^^"^'^  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
*'*'■--"'  'i5'"'°P'°^'''"  '"'^^co"'"^^  ^'«h  the  enemy,  and 

I  tor  other  purposes  ;  «nd  the  amendments  made  in 
I  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  concurred  in  •  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  a^rreed  to 
amend  the  8th  section  of  the  bill,  by  in5e"r(inff  in 
the  5th  line,  after  the  word  "act"  the  words 
''  or  under  color  thereof;"  and.  on  motion  by  Mr' 
Barbour,  to  insert  the  same  words  in  the  7ih  line 

,  ■ vv.u..„„,..  „,„i,i    of  the  same  section,  after  the  word  '  act  •"  it  wii<: 

.uch  act.oo    mar  be   removed   and  transferred  as  ,  determined  in  the  affirmat.re-yeas  16   navs    iV 
esaid,  up^n  the  parties  g.vmg  good  and  sufficient    as  follows:  ^  '     ^     *^' 

Ykas— Messrs.    Anderson,    Barbour,    Bibb,  Chtce 
Condit.    Gaillard,    Kerr.   I.acock,   Morrow,  Robinson' 
Tail,  Taylor.  Turner.  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton.' 

Nat«— Messrs.  Brown.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  (ioldsborough,  Gore,  Horaev,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  .Mason,  Smith,  Thompson.'and  Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  strike  out  the 
8th  section  of  the  bill  as  amended,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative— yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  fol- 
low- : 

,,  y«*»— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana.  Fromentin,  German, 

f  I  r   •  .     ,  —  "— w.....^  ^.y,.     Goldsborough,  (iore.  Horsey,  Hunter.  Kine    I  amli«»rt 

fal  P^n'^jhrnent  :   And,  provided  also.  That  no  such     Mason.  Thompson,  and  Wells.  *    i'-imbert, 

K^nlh       r      .       .'"''"^r''"'"'''*''^'''''**'P^°»-         ^'*T8-Messrs.    Anderson,    Barber.    Bibb     Urown 
iAfc^f^^^."?'^^'^^'"'"'''^'''^'^■*^^^"'^"^"••^     ^'^*^^'  Cond.t.  Gaillard.   Ke;r.  Lacock,  Moriow  rX" 
r*irt       °  .         ''^^*"'^»."''  °^  respondent,  by  the  State     inson.  Smith,  Taylor,  Turner.  Varnum   l^Z^    .nd 
c^^rt;  and  in  «ny  action  or   prosecution   against  any     Wharton.  '^  ai«r,  ana 

p»l.on  as  aforowid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  I       n«  ^r.,,^^   k     »*     »*  ...... 

t^ilead  the  gmeral   issue,  and  give  this   act  and  aZ         ^°  "'°"?-  ''^  Mr  Mason,  to  add  the  following 
-jl.al  matter  ip  evio^ence.     And  if.  in  any  such  suit^.  '  ^'''''T  "     ''  °^  '^'  ^'^  '''''°"  '' 

thJplamtiff  IS  r>on«uit,  or  judgment  pass  against  him[        "  Provided,  That  each  inspector  so  appointed  shall, 
tfcjdefendant  shall  recover  double  costs  :"  "^"""^  he  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond 

\t  was  dererri.ined   in  the    negative— veas  V2     '°  '^!  ^^""'^r    ?'*',"  "''^  sufficient  sureties,  to  the 

dJs  15.  as  fallows  "               ^            '    '"^'^^Pt.'nce  of  the  district  judge,  of  the  district  where 

,..     \i    •■        IX  T.                                              such  inspector  shall  be   appointed,  in  a  sum  not  less 

n.ih   r~     7 "•  ^''f^'''  ^t"*'  ^""""''  ««'<l»l>0'-  '  ♦^>-" thousand  dollar,  for  the  faithful  performanc^ 

T|mpsr;'a^,3  W'e'lli""'"-  *''"^'  '"'"'''^'  '^^"'    °'  '""^  '"'"'^  °^  '''«  ««^"'  ^^'  '«  respon/d.in.g^    o 
l^mpson    ar.d  Wells.  any  person  injured   by  such  officer   under  color  of  his 

Cda^airf"  iJ^'^^T"'    ""i"^    "•^>''-  ^hace,  ,  office;  which  bond  may,  on  application  to  su  h  judg 
lor  Turner   V  '     wT.'^'   *'''^^*'  "obinson,  ,  by  any  person  so  injured  by  su.  h  officer,  be  put  in  .ul 

|lor,  Turner.  V  arnum.  Walker,  and  Wharton.  for  the  benefit  of  such  per/on  :" 

hT^l.t'„^,'J^»  ^r  nl  ^'^"  amended,  the  Pre.s-        It  was  determined  in  the  afTirmatire-yeas  16 
hTresumfL*   the^Chair,  and   Mr.  VAKNUMre-    nays  15,  as  follows :  ^ 

Ykas— Messrs.  Brown,   Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,    Hunter,  Kerr, 
j  King,  Lambert.  .Mason,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Wells! 
Nats— .Messrs.   Anderson.    Barbour,   Bibb,  Chace 
Condit,   (Jaillard.    Lacock.    Morrow.    Robinson,  Tail 
!  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 
!      And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended  the 
amendmenis  were  engrossed  and  the  hill  read  a 
third  linie  as  amended.  <* 


|ed  it  to  t{ie  House  accordingly. 


J 


l^HURauAY,  January  26. 

he  bill  ill  :iddition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the 
ng  out  arvd;  making  a  road  from  Cumberland 
le  btale  h'  iMaryland,  lo  the  State  of  Ohio, 
read  the  4cond  lime. 

mes<;«gc  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
med  the. Senate- that  the  House  have  passed 
bill,  eniitjt^d  '-An  act  to  extend  the  time  of 
er  Evan:%  patent  for  his  improvement  on 
II  engine^,''  with  amendmenLs.  in  which  they 
est  ihe.(»Lncurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
■  passed  a  bill,  entitled  >An  act  for  the  relief 
|iaac  Siiiilh   and   Bratton  Caldwell ;"  also,  a 


Friday,  January  27. 
The  bill   from  the  House  of  Kepresealaiives. 
entirled  '-An  act  to  authorize  the   purchase  of  a 
tract  of  Ian  I  for   the  use  of  the   United  States," 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
entitled  -An  act  to  authorrz;Th7purch"ase'of    ^I^,^  h.ll  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
>c.  of  lan.J  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  "  '  n.       I  ,'".1   ^"""?   ^^''^'^^"•"  ^^^    ^^^d-  and 
h.ch  bills:  they  request  the  concurrenc    of  be  '  ^  The  sV   ^  ''''"^  Tt'"""-         , 
ntc.  "^urrenceoi  me         I  he  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 

i  menis  of  the  Housf  of  Representatives  to  the 
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bill,  entitled  "An  act  toeitend  the  time  of  Oliver  ;  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Evans  »  patent  for  his  improvament  on  steam  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU^miUed^^^^^^^ 
engines,  '  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  fur- 1  act  for  the  relief  of  John   Brahanv  »   and    no 

T^'esdryTe^xY"'"    ''"*°^    ""    '"''''''''    ''    --'^-nt  having  been  propped   i^paste^^ 
lu^budyuexi.  third  reading. 

Mr.  MoRHOw,  from   the   committee  to  whom        The  bill  eniiilpd -'An  o„r  c  .u        i    r    r  r-. 

lur.he,  ume  lo  the  purchasers  of  public  lauds  >"    yea,"  was  resamed,.si,,Commitieeonbe  Whole- 

rmen'dten.         '^'"'""'"  "^'""'  "  "'■''°"'  hd"°»m-"<i".eo,  ha.iog  been  propos^d.^'^^as's; 
amenumeni.  I  ed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from    the  same  committee,  to  |      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
whom  was  referred    he  bill,  entitled  --An  act  at-  -  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  Xitfed  ^0 
taching   to  the  Canton  district,  in   the  Stale  of  i  act  for  the  relief  of  William    Arn.M»j 
Ohio,  the  tract  o.  land  lying  between  the  foot  of    amendment  hvingbeTnp  opofed   it  nas^^^^^ 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  ol    Lake  Erie,  and  the     third  reading.  proposea,  it  passed  to  a 

r'rvnnooli/,!!!     \A/'o..  t  <>  r  r.       U  «o.. .  .. .-.    I)    _  I  -  „      1        .  ~* 


Connecticut  Western   Reserve,"  also  reported  il 
without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  build 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
laying  duties   on    licenses  to   retailers  of  wines, 


.1      *    I      r-.  ^    ,-     o  •■■- I >- "V....4      inyiiiy   uuiies   on    licenses  to   retai  ers  of  w  ne^ 

ings   within  the  City  of    Wasninglon  ;    and  on     spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign    me  chandisrand 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  consideration  thereof    for  other   purposes,"  together   with   the  amend 
was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow.  '  r««nf.  r« J„.i  .u„L.,.  f.    'l  ".  '"^  am^-nd 


was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Darlington  district,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  praying  an  alteration  in 
the  conveyanceof  the  mail  through  their  district, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
field  officers  of  the  militia  j  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third   time. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 


ments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to.  the' 
Prehident  reported  the  bill  to  the''  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime  as  amended? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Saturday,  January  28. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnu.m, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  De- 

...       .  ---..-. „     ""  -^M  par'nient  be  directed  to  lav  before  the  Senate  an 

to  prohibit  intercourse  with   the  enemy,  and  for  !  account  of  the  disbursements  of  public  moneys 
other  purposes, 'was  read  a  third  time  asamended.     which  have  been  made  at  each  naly  yanHn  the 
On    motion,  by  Mr.  King,  it  was  referred  to  a  '.  United  States,  between  the  first  day  of  Jar^Sarv 
ect  committee,  to  consist  nlfii/^  rr,„,v.K..,.  r...,     lonn  ._  i  .l      .     .    .       '     'j'^'^i  "dy  ui  January, 


select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  fur 
ther  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
Giles,  Mabo.n,  Barbour,  Chace.  and  Bibb,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  numerous  citizens 
of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts. 


1800,  and  the  last  day  of  December,  1814.  desig- 
nating the  disbursements  made  at  each,  in  eac'h 
year. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

lieaolced.  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
the  amount  of  the  expenditures  in  each  State  in 


resolution 

Resolved,  That  at  this  time  it  is  inexpedient  to  inter- 
fere ami  pass  any  laws  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
feveral  petitions,  praying  the  prohibition  of  the  trans- 
porUlion  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committ^-e  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eniithd  "An 
act  concerning  Matthew  Guy,  John  Woodward. 
Samuel  Tennison.  and  Wilfred  Drury,"  and  on 
motion,  by  .Mr.  Tait,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Atfairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Weston  Jenkins  and  others,"  and 
on  motion,  by  .Mr.  ANDEHaoN.  it  was  referred  to 
thesamecommitlee.toconsiderand  report  thereon. 


v/.  wit  .^laitj  wi  iicYv  iKtiiipsuire,  iviassacnusetis.  me  amouni  oi  me  expenailures  in  each  State  m 
Couneciicut,  North  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  praying  I  the  Union,  for  fortifications  and  for  the  ordnance 
Congress  to  prdhibit  the  transportation  and  open-  department,  from  the  commencement  of  the  year 
ingof  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  made  report;  1800,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1814,  designatinc' 
which  was  read,  together  with  the  following  the  sums  expended  in  each  State,  in  eacli  year' 
'"  "' ~  "  and,  also,  designating  the  sums  expended  for  forti- 

fications, from  the  sums  expended  for  ihe  ord- 
nance department. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase of  a  tract  of  land  for  ihe  use  of  the  United 
States."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  ihereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell,"  was  read  tliesecoiid 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  coninmtee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Lacock, 
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/Jj^ERsoN,  and  Thompson,  were  appointed  the 
c<>l|iTniitee. 
I  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Brxr- 
r|i^ton  Bar!:i'low,  administrator  of  Mary  Rap- 
j?^yea."  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

?he  bill,  eiiiiiled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 

hany."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

I'I'ie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Wil- 

iin  Arnold,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  pavsed. 

jThe  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 

/"s  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

be  amemiments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
plementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying 
oijies  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituoMs 
iJyjors.  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other 
piS  poses."  wajs  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
.Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments, 
moiionj  by  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  agreed  to 
iend  the  tale,  by  insertmg.  in  the  first  line, 
Jer  the  word  ''act,"  and  before  '•  laying,"  "to 
lend  the  act." 

'lie  Senatf  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
L)ort  of  ihij.  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
petitions  ftf  numerous  citizens  of  the  States 
^ew  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connnecticut, 
prth  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to 
t)hibit  the  transportation   and   opening  of  the 
^r>il  on  theSabbalh.     Whereupon. 

•  ^iResolved,  That  at  this  time  it  is  inexpedient  to 
^erfere  and  pass  any  laws  on  the  subject-matter 

•  ^the  sever.Tl  petitions  praying  the  prohibition  of 
<iS|n<«poriaiioft  and   opening  of  the  mail  on  the 

Jbbath. 

ilTlie  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  appropri- 

pns  for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  build- 

js   within  :the  City   of  Washington;  and   on 

jtiun,  by  A|r.  Smith,  the  consideration  thereof 

fs  furtiier  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

""he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

|hole.  the  qonsideraiiun  of  the  bill  in  addition 

fthe  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 

Joad  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  of  Mary° 

liyjd,  to  the  ^late  of  Ohio;  and,  no  amendment 

hiving  been  J)ropo$ed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 

t'fgrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

j|    INTERpOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

SMr.  Giles  from. the  committee  to  whom  was 
(■erred  the  !jill,  erjiiiled  "An  act  to  prohibit  in- 
JA-course  with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes," 
rpported  it  w^jth  amendments;  which  were  read, 
^d  considered  as  \a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
jOn  the  CjTuestion  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
)posed  by  the  select  committee,  'Mo  strike  out 
!the  ameni^nenrs  the  proviso  to  the  end  of  the 
h  section  of  the  bill,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
»i|irmative— 'yeas  17.  nays  12.  as  follows: 
"^Vkas — Mescjrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
I..  »n(hl,  Oailliird,  GUcs,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robin- 
kojp,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton. 

^'^*'*~-^^^'^"-  l^»?ge",Fromentin, German, Uolda- 
^.*ough.  Go.-e,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
J(»»],  Smith,  hnd  Thompson. 

}?rOa  moiKjn,  by  Mr.  Maso.n,  to  amend  the  5th 
■|ciioa  of  ;lie  bill,  by  insertiag,  after  the  word  I 
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"  customs,"  in  the  4th  line,  the  following  word?  : 
"and  for  whose  acts  and  doings  in  their  office  the 
collector  so  appointing  them  shall  be  answerable 
to  any  person  thereby  injured  :"  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  11.  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Ykis — Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  German,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Gaiilard,  Giles,  Kerr,  Larock,  Morrow,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker, 
and  Wharton. 

And  the  amendments  reported  by  the  select 
committee  having  been  agreed  to,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


»3 


Mo.NDAY,  January  30. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands  to  complete  their  payments  ;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'Aq 
act  attaching  to  tlie  Canton  district,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the 
Conni'cticui  Wt>tern  Reserve;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  HoHdtY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  cer- 
tain goods,  ware>,  and  merchandise,  manufac- 
tured within  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '"An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  lor  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners, together  with  theamend- 
menls  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  S.mitu.  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing  or 
rebuilding  the  public  buildings  within  the  Citjr 
of  Washington  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  as  amended. 

lit'solred,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  a  third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
S.MITM,  to  fill  the  blank  with  "  one  hundred  thou- 
sand," it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows: 

VxAS — Mewr*.  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Fro- 
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mentin,  Gaiilard,  (Joldiborough,  Horsey,  Kerr,  Mor- 
row, Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker, 
and  Wharton. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Barbour,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Robinson,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Resolred.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  ret^- 
ulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cum- 
berland, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio." 

Mr.  GiLEd,  from  the  Co;umittce  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  lor  the  better  regulation  of  the  Oidnance 
department,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  GiLE.s.  frocn  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  for  the  u>e  of 
the  United  States."  reported  it  with  an  amend 
ment. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Tlie  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presidlnt  ok  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States- 

Having  bestowed  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  that  full  consideration  which  is 
due  to  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  dictated 
by  the  respect  which  I  feel  for  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, I  am  constrained,  by  a  deep  and  solemn  convic- 
tion that  the  bill  ought  not  to  become  a  law,  to  return 
it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objec- 
tions to  the  same. 

Waiving  the  question  of  the  Constitutional  author- 
ity of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an  incorporated  bank, 
as  being  precluded,  in  my  judgment,  by  repeated  rec- 
ognitions, under  varied  circumstances,  of  the  validity 
of  such  an  institution,  in  acts  of  the  Legislative,  Exec- 
utive, anil  Judicial  branches  of  the  Government,  accom- 
panied by  indications,  in  different  modes,  of  a  concur- 
rence of  the  general  will  of  the  nation  ;  the  proposed 
bank  does  not  appear  to  be  calculated  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  reviving  the  public  credit,  of  providing  a. 
national  medium  of  circulation,  and  of  aiding  the  Trea- 
sury by  facilitating  the  indispensable  anticipations  of 
the  revenue,  and  by  affording  to  the  public  more  dura- 
ble loans. 

1.  The  capital  of  the  bank  is  to  be  compounded  of 
«pecie,  of  public  stock,  and  of  Treasury  notes  convert- 
ible into  stock,  with  a  certain  proportion  of  each  of 
which  every  subscriber  is  to  furnish  himself. 

The  amount  of  the  stock  to  be  subscribed  will  not, 
It  IS  believed,  be  sufficient  to  produce,  in  favor  of  the 
public  credit,  any  considerable  or  lasting  elevation  of 
the  markot  price,  whilst  this  mav  be  occasionally  de- 
pressed by  tbe  bank  itself,  if  it  Should  carry  into  the 
market  the  allowed  proportion  of  iu  capital  consisting 
oJ  public  stock,  in  order  to  procure  specie,  which  it  may 
find  Its  account  in  procuring,  with  some  .acrilice  on  I 
that  part  of  its  capital.  I 

Nor  will  any  adequate  advantage  arise  to  the  public  ' 
credit  from  the  subscription  of  Treasury  notes.     The 
actual   issue  of  these  notes  nearly  equals  at  present.  ' 
and  will  soon  exceed,  the  amount  to  be  subscribed  to 
the  bank.      1  he  direct  effect  of  this  operation  is  simply 
to  convert  hfteen  millions  of  Treasury  notes  into  fif-  : 
teen  millions  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  with  the  collateral  ' 
effect  of  promoting  an  additional  demand  for  Treasury  ' 
notes,  beyond  what  might  otherwiae  be  negotiable.         ' 


190 

Senate. 


Public  credit  might  indeed  be  expected  to  derive  ad- 
vantage from  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank 
without  regard  to  the  formation  of  its  capital,  if  the  full 
aid  and  co-operation  of  the  institution  were  secured  to 
the  Government  during  the  war,  and  during  the  period 
of  Its  fiscal  embarrassments.     But,  the  bank  proposed 
will  be  free  from  all  legal  obligation  to  co-operate  with 
the    public  measures;  and  whatever  might  be  the  pa- 
triotic disposition  of  its  directors  to  contribute  to  the 
removal  of  those  embarrassments,  and  to  invigorate  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  fidelity  to  the  pecuniary  and 
general  interest  of  the  institution,  according  to  their 
estimate  of  it,  might  oblige  them  to  decline  a  connex- 
ion of  their  operations  with  those  of  the  Nation.al  Trea- 
sury, during  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  the  diffi- 
culties incident  to  it.     Temporary  sacrifices  of  interest 
though    overbalanced    by  the    future  and    permanent 
profits  of  the  charter,  not  being  requirable  of  right  in 
behalf  of  the  public,  might  not  be  gratuitously  made, 
and  the  bank  would  reap  the  full  benefit  of  the  grant' 
whilst  the  public  would  lose  the  equivalent  expected' 
from  it.     For  it  must  be  kept  in  view,  that  the  sole 
inducement  to  such  a  grant,  on  the  part  of  the  public, 
would  be  the  prospect  of  substantial  aids  to  its  pecuni' 
ary  means  at  the  present  crisis,  and  during  the  sequel 
of  the  war.     It  is  evident  that  the  stock  oi  the  bank 
will,  on  the  return  of  peace,  if  not  sooner,  rise  in  the 
market  to  a  value  which,  if  the  bank  were  established 
in  a  period  of  peace,  would  authorize  and  obtain  for 
the  public  a  bonus  to  a  very  large  amount.     In  lieu  of 
such  a  bonus  the  Government  is  fairly  entitled  to,  and 
ought  not  to  relinquish  or  risk,  the  needful  services  of 
the  bank,  under  the  pressing  circumstances  of  war. 
^       2.  The  bank,  as  proposed  to  be   constituted,  cannot 
be  relied  on  during    the  war,  to  provide   a   circulating 
I  medium,  nor  to  furnish  loans,  or  anticipations  of  the 
'  public  revenue. 

J       Without  a  medium,  the  taxes  cannot  be  collected; 
and,  in  the  absence  of  specie,  the  medium  understood 
to  be  the  best  substitute  is   that  of  notes  issued   by  a 
j  National  Bank.     The  proposed  bank  will   commence 
and  conduct  its  operations  under  an  obligation   to  pay 
I  its  notes  in  specie,  or  be  subject  to  the  loss  of  its  char- 
\  ter.     Without  such   an   obligation,   the   notes   of  the 
bank,  though  not  exchangeable  for  specie,  yet  resting 
on  good  pledges,  and  performing  the  uses  of  specie,  in 
j  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  in  other  public  transactions, 
would,  as  experience  has  ascertained,  qualify  the  bank 
to  supply  at  once  a  circulating  medium,  and  pecuniary 
[  aids  to  the  Government.     Under   the  fetters   imposed 
by  the  bill,  it  is  manifest  that,  during  the   actual  state 
ot   things,   and    probably  during   the  war,  the   period 
particularly  requiring  such  a  medium  and   such  a  re- 
source  for   loans   and    advances   to    the   Government, 
notes  for  which  the  bank  would  be  compellable  to  give 
specie  in  exchange  could  not   be   kept  in   circulation. 
The  most  the  bank  could  effect,  and  the  most  it   could 
be  expected  to  aim  at,  would  be  to  keep  the  institution 
alive  liy  limited  and  local  transactions,  which,  with  the 
interest  on  the  public  stock  in  the  bank,  might  yield  a 
dividend  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  until  a  change  from 
war  to  peace  should  enable  it,  by  a  flow  of  specie  into 
its  vaults,  and  a  removal  of  the  external  demand  for  it, 
to  derive  its  contemplated  emoluments  from  a  safe  and 
full  extension  of  its  operations. 

On  the  whole,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  pro- 
posed establishment  will  enjoy  a  monopoly  ol  the 
profits  of  a  National  bank  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  ; 
that  the  monopolized  profits  will  be  conlinuaiiy  grow- 
ing, with  the  progress  of  the  national  population  and 
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tealth;  thitt  the  nation  will,  during  the  same  period, 
b  dependeoL  on  the  notes  of  the  bank  for  that  species 
I  circulating  medium,  whenever  the  precious  metals 
lajr  be  wantf  d,  and  at  all  timea  for  so  much  thereof  as 
lay  be  an  eligible  substitute  for  a  specie  medium  ;  and 
hat  the  extfiisjve  employment  of  the  notes  in  the  col- 
klion  of  the  augmented  taxea  will,  moreover,  enable 
|ic.bank  grtatly  to  extend  its  profitable  issues  of  them, 
litKout  the  expense  of  specie  cupiul  to  support  their 
hculation;  it  is  as  reasonable  as  it  is  requisite,  that 
|e  Govemrpent,  in  return  for  these  extraordinary  con- 
kattions  to  tiie  bank,  should  have  a  greater  security  for 
JUining  th«  public  objects  of  the  institution  than  is 
Wnted  in  the  bill,  and  particularly  for  every  prarti- 
Vble  accommodatioti,  both  in  the  temporary  advances 
k.  ssary  to  anticipate  the  taxes,  and  in  those  more 
(irable  loar.s  which  are  equally  necessary  to  diminish 

l^e  retort  to  Uxes. 

.;iln  discharging  this  painful  duty  of  stating  objections 

,47  a  measure;  which   has   urn" 


'."*d  received  tl 
•Anal  Legislat 


idergone  the   deliberations 
the  sanirtion  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  N«- 
_^  _    iature,  I  console  myself  with  the  reflection 

.|j,at.  if  they  have  not  the  weight  which   I   attach   to 
Uj^ra,  they  can  be  constitutionally  overruled  ;  and  with 
|4iconfidenct-  ihat,  in  a  contrary  event,  the  wisdom  of 
•Ajrigress  wJl  hasten  to  substitute  a  more  commensu- 
^e  and  certain  pro\*ision  for  the  public  exigencies. 

>^,  JAMES  MADISON. 

LWA8Hi.'«eTU!f,  ya«uary  30,  1815. 

J  The  Message  was  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 

ABB,  ' 

'Ordered.  That  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
I'naie,  and  that  lo-murrow.  at  twelve  o'clock 
ije  Senate  Will  proceed  to  consider  the  bill,  enti- 
i||d  "An  a;i  to  incorporate  ihe  subscribers  to  the 
Ji«nk  of  tlte  United  States  of  America,"  whici. 
^s  been  returned  hy  the  President  of  the  United 
^fjaies,  witl,  objections. 


""TcEaDAY,  January  31. 

iMr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
rkrs,  to  whjm  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
An  conceruiiig  Weston  Jenkins  and  others"  re- 
|;ifcrtpd  It  wuhout  a.nendment. 

LOo  motion,  by  Mr.  A.ndehsgn.  the  considera- 
y-  n  or  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
^j  i.tat.ves  to  the  biil,  entitled  -  An  act  to  extend 
li  p  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  im- 
P  ;)vement  on  steam  engines,"  was  further  post- 
(■  >nvd  until  to-morrow. 

■fTiie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time 

«  U»e   purchasers  of  public   lands    to  complete 

Ifcir    payra^niV   was    read    a    tl.ird    time,    and 

^n^  bill,tntiiled  "An  act  attaching  to  the  Can- 
ty district,  .in  the  $tate  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 

^If"*  L  A''*'^"  '^'^  f"°'  "*"  '^^  ^^P'J'*  ^f  'he  Miami 
Ojl^ike  fLfi.'^and  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
af  v«?,    was  road  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

bank!  of  the  united  states. 

Lgreeably  to  orijer,  the   Senate   proceeded    to 
rJ|o..Mder  t:,*.  bill  iJassed  by  the  two  Houses  en- 

11^1."/';";^''"'''"'"'^   '^^  subscribers   to 
l^fJ^ankofilieUmled  States  of  America,"  which  I 
Hffi  presented   for  np])robaiion   on  Monday    the 


* 


23d  instant,  and  returned  by  the  President  on  the 
oma  instant,  with  objections. 

The  said  bill  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 
An  Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank   of 
the  United  Sutes  of  America. 
Be  it  enacted  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rnre. 
sentatives  of  the  Onited  States  of  America  in   6on 
g^tsB  assembled.  That  a  Bank  of  the  Unite<l  States  of 
America  shall  be  established,  the  capiul  stock  of  which 
shall  be  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  divided   into   three 
hundred  thousand  shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars  each 
■hare;  and  that  subscripUons  for  thirty  millionn  of  dol- 
lars, toward:*  constituting  the  said  capital   stock   shall 
be  opened,  on    the   last  Monday  of  February  next    at 
the  lollowmg  places,  viz :  at  Portland,  m  Maine,  Ports- 
mouth,  in   New    Hampshire,   Windsor,   in    VermonU 
Boston,    Providence,   New  Haven,    New    York     New 
Brunswick,  in    New  Jersey,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
the  Lity  of  W  ashington,  Richmond,  Raleigh,  Charles- 
ton.  Savannah,  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  Nashville   in 
lennessec,  Chdlicothe,  in   Ohio,  and   New  Orleans 
under  the  supenntendence  of  the  following  i>erHon8.  as' 
commissioners  to  receive  the  same :    at  Portland    Mat- 
thew  Cob,   Isaac    Isley,   Jo«hua    Wingate,  junior;   at 
Portsmouth.  John  (ioddard.  Nathan'l  A.  Haven,  Henr>- 
8.  Langdon;  at  Windsor,  Eliai  Lyman.  Wilham  Lev. 
eret    Eleazer  May  ;  at  Boston,  Israel  Thorndike,  Thos 
H.  Perkins,  William  (Jray,  Aaron  Hill,  Samuel  Brown  • 
at  Providence,  Seth   Wheaton.  Ebenezer   K.   Dexter' 
Henry  Smith;  at  New  Haven,  Abraham  Bishop,  Wil- 
liam VV.  Woolscy,  Henry  Jones;  at  New  York,  Robert 
Troup,  William  Paulding,  junior,  Robert  Lenox,  John 
Jacob  Astor.  Samuel    Tooker,   Isaac   Bronson.  Henry 
A.   Coster;   at   New    Brunswick,   James   Vanderpool 
John  Bray,  Peter  Gordon  ;  at  Philadelphia,  Jared  In- 
gersoll,  Thomas  M.  Willing,  Stephen  Girard,  Chandler 
Price,  Anthony  7'aylor,  John   Sergeant.  Cadwallader 
Evana;    at    Baltimore,    James   A.    Buchanan,   Henry 
Payson,  William  Wilson  ;  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
John    Mason,   Robert  Brent,   John    P.   Van   Nesa;   at 
Richmond,  Benjamin  Hatcher,  John  Brockenboroiigh, 
John   Preston;  at  Raleigh,  Sherwood   Haywood,  Bev- 
erly Daniel,  William   Peace;   at  Charleston,  John   C. 
Faber,    Thomas    Jones,    Stephen    Elliot,    Charles    B. 
Cochran,   Thomas    Blackwood  ;    at    Savannah,    John 
Bolton,  Charles  Harris,  James  Johnson  ;  at  Lexington, 
m    Kentucky,  Charles  Wilkins,  Lewis   Sanders,   John 
H.  Morton  ;  at  Nashville,  Robert  Weakly,  Felix  Grun- 
dy, John  R.  Bedford  ;   at  Chillicothe,  Samuel   Finley, 
Thomas  James.  William  McFarland;  at  New  Orleans' 
Dominick  H    Hall,  Benjamin   Morgan,  Paul  Lanuse.' 
Ihomas  L.  Harman,  and  William  Flood;  which  sub- 
scriptions shall  continue  open  every  day,  from  the  time 
of  opening  the  same,  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
unul  four  o  clock  in  the  afternoon,  unUl  the  Saturday 
following,  at  lour  o'clock   in    the  afternoon,  when    the 
same  shall  be  closed  ;  and  immediately  thereafter,  the 
commissioners,  or  any  two  ol  them,  at   the  respective 
places   aforesaid,  shall   cause   two   transcripU    or   fair 
copies  of  such  subscriptions  to  be  made;  one  of  which 
they  shall  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one 
they  shall  retain,  and  the  original   shall,  within    three 
days  from  the  closing  of  the  saine,  be  by  the  said  com- 
missioners transmitted  to  the   said   commiKsioners   at 
I  hiladclphia.  or  to  one  of  them  :   and,  on    the    receipt 
thereof,  ihc  said  commiasioncrs  at  Philadelphia,  or  any 
three  of  them,  shall  immediately  thereafter   convene 
and  proceed  to  take  an  account  of  the  said  subscrip- 
lions;  and  if  more  than  the  amount  of  thirty  million* 
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of  dollars  shall  hare  been  gubscribed,  then  the  said  last 
mentioned   commissioners    shall    apportion    the    same 
among  the  several  subscribers,  according  to   their  sev- 
eral and    respective  subscriptions ;  Provided,  however, 
That  such  commissioners  shall,  by  such  apportionment, 
allow  and  apportion   to   each  subscriber   at   least   one 
share;  and,  in  case  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  said 
subscriptions  shall  exceed  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  the 
said  commissioners,  after  having  apportioned  the  same 
as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  lista  of  the   said   apportioned 
subscriptions  to  be  made  out,  including  in  each  list  the 
apportioned  subscription  for  the  place  where  the   ori- 
ginal subscription  was  made,  one  of  which  lisU  shall 
be  transmitted  to  the  commiasioners,  or  to  one  of  the 
commissioners,  under  whose  superintendence  such  sub- 
scriptions were   originally  majle,  that   the  subscribers 
may  ascertain  from  them  the  number  of  shares  appor- 
tioned  to  such   subscribers   respectively;    and.   if  the 
amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  shall  not  be  sul>- 
scribed  during  the  period  aforesaid,  at   all   the   places 
aforesaid,  the  subscription   to  complete    the   said   sum 
shall  afterwards  be  and  remain   open   at  Philodeiphia 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  said  commissioners 
appointed  at  Uiat  place,  and  the  subscription  may  be 
then  made  by  any  corporation,  copartnership,  or  person 
for  any  number  of  shares  not  exceeding  the   amount 
required  to  complete  the  said  sum  of  thirty  millions  of 
dollars.     And,  in  case  of  the  death,  or  refusal  to  serve 
of  liny  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  President  of  the  United  Mates   to   supply  the 
vacancy  or  vacancies  thus  created,  by  appointing  some 
suitable  person  or  persons. 

8«c-  2-  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
awful  for  any  person,  copartnership,  or  body  politic, 
to  subscribe  for  so  many  shares  of  the  said  capital  stock 
of  the  said  bank,  as  he  or  they  shall  think  fit,  not  ex- 
ceeding  three  thousand  shares,  except  as  is  hereinafter 
provided  tor  the  subscription  on  behalf  of  the  United 
btates,  and   the   sums  respectively  subscribed,  except 

nl^ovH  r  K°V^  ^'"'^"^  ^"'''''  "  "  hereinafter 
provided,  shall  be  payable  in  the  manner  following 
that  IS  to  say:  five  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  eold 
or  Mlver  com  of  the  United  States,  or  of  foreign  coin 
at  the  value  heretofore  esUblished  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  currency  of  for- 
eign coins,  passed  the  10th  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six  ;  ten  millions  of  dollars 
thereof  ,n  gold  or  silver  coin,  as  aforesaid,  or  ,n  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  States,  contracted  by  virtue 
01  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing 
a  Joan  for  a  ^um  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
e!eht  Cf  1^'  '"""^teenth  day  of  March  one  thousand 
trfrtl^."^  ""J  ''^■•''^■e,  or  contracted,  or  to  be  con- 
SnJ  '  {  '"'7  °^  *"y  subsequent  act  and  acts  of 
Congress  heretofore  passed,  authorizing  a  loan  or  loans  ; 

com  o?.;T'"'°"  '^  ^°"''"  »»^"-f  '"  sold  and  silve; 
Trl:  '"  ^'^'""^y  "otes,  issued  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  i^uing  notes" 

hZre  u'V""  ''''  °^  J""^'  °"-  thousand  eight 
hund  ed  and  twelve,  or  issued    under  the  authority  of 

w^^r    hT'"'  T  "'  "'"  '^f  ^'o^Sress,  authorizing!  o 
which  shall   authorize.  Treasury  notes   to   be  issued 

ihT'lZLll  'VrV''^'']'  ''  ^^^  subscriptrs  to 
and   col   I  ,,  u^'  '""^  P^y'"*^"'  «ball   be  made 

mailer  de  I  .'?k'^'''"™'  *"^  ^'  '^'  ^'"^*^«  here- 
inalter  declared,  that   is  to  say  :  at   the  time  of  M,f. 

-ribing  there  shall  be   paid  six  dollars  anT  sixty-six' 

cents  and   two  thirds  of  a  cent  on  each  share,  in  ^god 

or  silver  coin  ;  twenty  dollars  in  the   Treasury  notes 
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aforesaid  ;  and  thirteen  dollars  thirty-three  cenU  and 
one-third  of  a  cent  m   the  public   debt  of  the  Umted 
State.,  contracted  or   to   be   contracted,  as  aforesaid 
at   the  expiration  of  four  calendar  months  after  the 
time  of  subscribing  there  shall  be  paid  the  further  sum 
of  three  doUars   thirty-three  cent.,  and   one  third  of  a 
cent  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  com ;  ten  dollars 
m   the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid  ;  and  six  dollars  mxty- 
SIX  cent^  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  in  the  public  debt 
of  the  United  States,  contracted  or  to  be  contracted  as 
aforesaid:  at  the  expiration  of  six    calendar  month, 
from  the  time  of  subscribing  there  shall  be   paid  the 
further  sum  of  three  dollars  thirty-three  cenU  andone 
third  of  a  cent  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  com  ;  ten 
dollars  in  the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid  ;  and  six  dollars 
sixty-six  cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  in  the  public 
debt  of  the  Lnited  States,  contracted,  or  to  be  contract- 
ed,   as  aforesaid  :  at  the  expiration  of  eight  calendar 
months  from  the  time  of  subscribing  there  shall  be  paid 
the  further  sum  of  three  dollars  thirty-three  cent*  and 
one-third  of  a  cent,  in  gold  or  silver  com  ;  ten  dollars 
in  the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid  ;  and  six  dollars  sixty- 
six  cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  in  the  public  debt  of 
the   Lnited  States,  contracted,  or  to  be  contracted,  as 
aforesaid.     And  the  subscriptions   in  public  stock  and 
I  reasury  notes,  as   aforesaid,  shall  be  taken  and  cred- 
ited  for  the  principal  and  so  much  of  the  interest  thereof 
respectively,  as  shall  have  accrued  on  the  day  of  sub-' 
scribing  the  same.     And,  at  the  time  of  subscribing  to 
the^  capiul  stock  of  the  said   bank,  as  aforesaid,  each 
and  every  subscriber  shall  deliver  to  the  commissioners 
at  the  place  of  subscribing,  as  well  the  specie  amount 
of  their  subscriptions,  respectively,  as  the  certificates  of 
stock  for  the  stock  proportion  of  their  subscriptions  re- 
spectively, together  with  a  power  of  attorney  auth'ori- 
zing  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to 
transfer   the  said  stock,  in  due  form  of  law,  to  "  The 
President,  Directors,  and   Company,  of  the  said  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America,"  as  soon  as  the  said 
bank  shall  be  organized  ;  and,  also,  Treasury  notes  for 
the  proportion  of  the  subscriptions,  respectively,  pay- 
able  in  Treasury  notes  as  aforesaid  :   Provided,  always, 
I  hat  if,  in  consequence  of  the  apportionment  of  shares 
in  the  said   bank  among  the  subscribers,  in   the  case 
and  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  prescribed,  any  sub- 
scriber shall   have  dehvered  to  the  commissioners,  at 
the  time  of  subscribing,  a  greater   amount  of  specie, 
stock,  and  Treasury  notes,  than  shall  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  payments  for  the  share  or  shares  to  such 
subscriber,  apportioned   as  aforesaid,  the  commission- 
ers shall  only  retain  so  much  of  the  said  money,  stock, 
and  Treasury  notes,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  complete 
such  payments,  and  shall  forthwith  return,  on  applica- 
tion for  the  same,  the  surplus  thereof  to  the  subscriber 
lawfully  entitled  thereto.     And  the  commissioners  re- 
spectively shall  deposite  the  gold  and  silver,  certificates 
of  stock,  and  Treasury  notes,  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived, as   aforesaid,  from   the  subscribers  to  the  said 
bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safe  keeping,  so  that 
the  same  may  and  shall    be  specifically  delivered  and 
transferred,  as  the  same  were  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived, to  the  said  President,  Directors,  and  Company, 
of  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or 
to  their  order,  as  soon  as  shall  be  required  after  tlie 
organization  of  the  said  bank. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  United 
States  may,  at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of  this 
act,  in  pursuance  of  any  law  which  may  be  passed  by 
Congress  for  that   purpose,  cause  to  be  subscribed,  for 
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j*h?useoflhc  United  States.to  said  bank,  fifty  thousand  I  scription  aforesaid  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  "4 
fVd^l't'onal  shares,  fo  be  paid   in  public  stock,  bearing     notice    thereof  shall    be  given  by  the  persons  under 
ii»n'interc8t-of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  in     whose   suDprintpn.lpnrp    tho  .ni../., ;,..;„_.    .u   ■•  . 
ll^ny  sums,  and  at  any  periods,  which  the  Government 


^ikn^iy  deem  fit. 

**■     '""      4.  -And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 

„r.,.'^    _. _4-  .u-  T" .  1  11 


-  -  o-  —  ~j  •■•«.  fj%,io\jiio  uiiucr 
Whose  superintendence  the  subscriptions  shall  have 
been  made  at  Philadelphia,  in  at  least  two  public  news- 
papers, printed  in  each  of  the  places  where  sul)8crip. 
tions  shall  have  been  made  ;  and  the  said  persons  shall 


^   Skc.   ..  .....^  „v  ,.  J^..,.^^,  c.uc.cu,   xiiai  Hiirurvtr     lions  siiau  nave  Dec n  matie  ;  and  the  said  persons  shall 

;|ind  as  oftf:n  as  any  ot  the  Treasury  notes,  subscribed     at   the  same   time,  and   in  like  manner   notify  a  time 
{|#8  aforesaul.  to  the.said  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  I  and  place  within  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the 


.o  „....v^„.v.,  .-  v..v,o«.u  va,iiiai  !-i..ia  ui    luc  h«iu  oarni,  j  unu  piace  wiwiin  tnc  said  city  ot    Philadelphia   at  the 
ihall  be  dge   and  payable,  it  shall  be   lawful    for  the  j  distance  of  at  least  twenty  days  from  the  liine  of  such 
,^cretary  of  the  Treasury  (and  he  is  hereby  authorized  1  notification,  fv.r  proceeding  to  the  election  of  directors 
.•«nd  required)  to  pay  and  redeem  the  same,  principal     --  -'" *  ■  --  '    -    •--"  '     '      '  ■  -  • 


'4iind  interesit,  by  causing  certificates  of  public  stock  for 

^*n  equal  amount,  bearing  an    interest  of  six  per   cent. 

_  Z)€r  annum,  and  redeemable  in  any  sums,  and  at  any 

•  veriods.  Which   the   Government  may  deem  fit,  to  be 
*^)repared  and  made  in  the  usual  form,  and  the  same  to 
l^m  delivered  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  ' 
^>4nk.  in  satisfacticsn  and   discharge  of  such  Treasury 
.J^oles. 

'i    Sec.  5.    And  be.  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of  Amer- 
ica,  their  successors   and   assigns,  shall   be,  and  are 
;«i!tiereby  created,  a  cjirporation  and  body  politic,  by  the 
>JHame  and  »ityle  of  "The  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
.^any,  of  t»n-  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America," 
'^nd  shall  no  continue  until  the  third  day  of  March,  in 
iSlhc  year  i}ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five; 
;*:ind  by  that  name  ^hall  be.  and  are  hereby  made,  able 

•  ^nd  capable  in  law,  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess. 
■  -Jnjoy,  and  letain,  to  them  and  their  successors,  lands, 
,  ^ents,  tentnients,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  and 
♦yffijcts,  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature,  and  quality,  to  an 
'♦.xmount  ni.t  exceeding  in  the  whole  thirty-five  millions 
J  a)f  dollars,  including   the  amount  of  the  capital   stock 


,^    uu..»,,.  M.i  uu.ng   me  amount  ol   the  capital   stock  I  removal,  ol   the  president  of  the  said  coriwration,  the 

♦Jituresaid;  and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien,  or  |  director*  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  president  :  And 

dispose  of,  to  sue  and  be  sued.olead  and  hr  imnlpa,lp,l    i  nrm-lfffif  /./.«    Ti.,.  ;„  „-.„  „.-  .i._  .i__.k    „.: •   _ 


as  aforesaid  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  election  to 
be  then  and  there  made.  And  the  persons  who  shall 
be  then  and  there  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  first 
directors,  and  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of  their  num- 
ber president  of  the  said  corporation,  and  they  shall 
be  capable  of  serving  by  virtue  of  such  choice  untd  the 
end  and  expiration  of  the  first  Monday  of  January  next 
ensuing  the  time  of  making  the  same,  and  shall  forth- 
with, thereafter,  commence  the  operations  of  the  »aid 
bank,  at  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia:  Provided,  al- 
ways, That  in  case  it  should  at  any  time  happen  that 
an  election  of  directors  and  president  of  the  said 
corporation  should  not  be  made  uj>on  any  day  when, 
m  pursuance  of  this  act,  they  ought  to  be  made,  the 
said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to 
be  dissolved  ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  on  any  other  day 
to  hold  and  make  an  election  of  directors  and  presi- 
dent of  the  said  corporation,  (as  the  case  may  be.)  in 
such  manner  as  shall  have  been  regulated  by  the  by- 
laws and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation  ;  and  un 
til  such  election  be  so  made,  the  directors  and  president, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  continue  in  office;  And  pro- 
vided alio.  That,  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or 
removal,  of  the  president  of  the  said  cor|>oration,  the 


tspose  of,  to  sue  and  be  sued, plead  and  bo  impleaded, 

Oswer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  ail 

^.ourlsand  places  v^hafsoever  ;  and  also  to  make,  have, 

^rfnd  use,  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter, 

C^nd  renew,  at    their  pleasure;  and,    also,   to  ordaini 

-laws  and  ordi- 


;.V*nd  renew,  at    their  pleasure  ;  and,    al 

I  Jetlablish,  and  put  in  execution,  such  by- 

j|nances,  and  regulations,  as  they  shall  di 


provided,  alto.  That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation, 
or  absence  from  the  I'nited  Stales,  or  removal  of  a  di- 
rector from  oMice,  the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  the 
stockholders. 

Sir.  H.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  direc- 
tors, for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power  to  ap(>oint  such 
oJfi -ers,  clt-rks,  and  servants,  under  them,  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  executing  the  business  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, and  to  allow  them  such  compensation  for  their 
services  respectively,  as  shall  be  reasonable  ;  and  shall 
be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  {wwcrs  and  authori- 
ties for  the  well  governing  and   ordering  of  the  affairs 


«  -  J  ~ Jecm   necessary  1 

Mqd  convenenl,  for  the  government  of  the  said  corpo- 
.yhrion,  not  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  ' 
iiot  the  Inited  Slates;  and  generally  to  do  and  execute  i 
;  JIl  and  singular  the  acts,  matters,  a'nd  things,  which  to 

;  Jhem  It  shall  or  muy  appertain  to  do;  subject,  never-  I  ties  lor  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  affairi 
j»heless,  to.  the  rubs,    regulations,    restrictions,  lunita- i  of  the  said   corporation,  as  shall    be   prescribed,  fixed 

•  'jtions    and    provi8i,,n8,  hereinafter  prescribed  and  de-  |  and  determined,  by  the  laws,  regulations,  and  ordman- 

•  T'ared.  ^  j  ^^3  ^f  j,,^.  ^^^^ 

•.\    Skc   6.  And  be   xt  further  enacted,    That,  for  the  i       Sxr.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  follow- 
:Jrnttnagems«ntofthe  aflairsofthe  said  corporation,  there  ;  ing,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  provisions,  shall  form 
.^•^hall    f,e  twenty-hvr  directors,  who  shall  be  elected  at  ,  an.l  be  fundamental  articles  of  the  constitution  of  the 
,  /he  banking  house  jn  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  .Monday  i  said  corporation,  to  wit  • 
y  J«nuary,  in  each  year,  by  the  stockholders  or  propri-  I        1.  The   number  of  votes  to  which  the  stockholders 


i  jctors  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation,  and  by 
'  ft  plurality  of  vole.<»  then  and  there  actually  given,  ac- 
-  ^-^rding    l.)  the  scale  of  voting   hereinafter   prescribed. 


shall  be  entitled,  in  voting  for  directors,  shall  be  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  shares  he,  she.  or  they  respec- 
tively, shall  hold,  in  the  projwrtions  following,  that  is 


^fVnd  the  directors,  so  duly  chosen,  shall  be 'capable  of  [  to  say' :  for  one  share  and  not  more  than  twoshares, 
,  ^erving  by  virtue  of  such  choice  until  the  end  or  ex-  one  vote;  for  every  two  shares  above  two  and  not  cx- 
.  a>|r«l'on  o.  the  first  Monday  in  January  next  ensuing  i  ceeding  ten,  one  vote;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten 
'  X,/' Jr*TK  f  "k^  "JTT-  ""'^  "''.  '""^"  '■  ^'""ided.  ;  and  not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote  ;  for  every  six  shares 
.  Ji/«^ay.y,  Tha  the  first  election  and  appointment  of  di-  |  above  thirty  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote;  for 
I  ./ectors  shall  be  at  ihe  tune,  and  for  the  perio.l,  herein-  |  every  eight  shares  above  sixty  and  not  exceeding  one 
>  >^rfer  ueclarfd.  i i-- i .  .        •  .      * 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon  as 
|he  sum  o|  twelve  millions  of  dollars  in  gold  and  silver 


tom,  and  .n  the  public  debt  and  Treasury  notes,  shall 

have  been  a.tually  received  on  account  of  the  subscrip- 

■Jions  to  theeaid  cajjital  slock,  (exclusively  of  the  sub- 


hundred,  one  vote;  and  for  every  ten  sliares  above  one 
hundred,  one  vote.  But  no  person,  copartnership,  or 
body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  number  than 
tlurly  vote.<»;  and  after  the  first  election,  no  ».hare  or 
shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  voting,  which  shall  have 
been  holden  three  calendar  months  previous  to  the  day 
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of  election.  And  stockholders  actually  resident  within 
the  United  Sutes,  and  none  other,  may  vote  m  elec- 
tions by  proxy. 

Not  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  directors  in 


Senate, 


I 


othce.  at  the  time  of  un  annual  election,  shall  be  elected 
for  the  next  succeeding  year,  and  no  person  shall  be  a 
director  more  than  three  out  of  four  years  ;  but  the  di- 
rector who  shall  be  the  president  at  the  time  of  an  elec- 
tion, may  always  be  re-elected. 

3.  None  but  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  Slates 
and  holding  at  the  time  of  his  election  not  less  than 
ten  shares,  bona  fide  in  his  own  right,  shall  be  a  direc- 
tor;  and  if  any  director  shall  cease  to  be  a  stockholder 
to  that  amount,  he  shall  cease  to  be  a  director. 

4.  No  director  shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolument 
The  stockholders  may  make  such  compensation  to  the 
president,  for  his  extraordinary  attendance  at  the  bank 
as  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable.  ' 

5.  .Not  less  than  seven   directors  shall  constitute  a 
board  for  the  transaction  of  business,  of  whom  the  presi- 
dent shall  always  be  one,  except  in  case  of  sickness  or  I 
necessary  absence,  in  which  case  his  place  may  be  sup-  ' 
plied  by  any  other  director  whom   he,  by  writing,  un- 
der    his    hand,    shall    depute    for    the  purpose.     And  ' 
the  director  so  deputed,  may  do   and   transact  all   the  I 
necessary  business  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  pres-  I 
idem  of  the  said  corporation,  during  the  continuance  i 
of  the  sickness  or  necessary  absence  of  the  president        ' 

6.  A    number   of  stockholders   not   less   than    sixty    I 
who,    together,   shall    be    proprietors  oi  one    thousand  ' 
shares  or    upwards,   shall  have   power  at   any  time  to 
ca  I  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  for  purposes 
relative   to  ihe   institution,  giving  at   least    ten  weeks'  ' 
notice  in  two  public  newspapers  of  the  place  where  the 
bank  IS  seated,  and  specifying  in  such  notice  the  object 
or  objecU  of  such  meeting. 

_  7.  Every  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the' 
directors,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars 
with  a  condition  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  duties  to  the  corporation. 

«.  The  lands.  tenemenU,  and  hereditaments,  which 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall 
be  only  requisite  for  its  immediate  accommodation  in 
relation  to  the  convenient  transacting  of  lU  business, 
and  such  as  shall  have  been  bona  fide  mortgaged  to  it 
by  way  of  secur.ly,  or  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfaction  of 
dehU  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its  dealings 
or  purchased  at  sales,  upon  judgments  which  shall  have 
been  obtained  for  such  debu. 

9.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill 
nou.,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above  the  debt  or 
debU  due  for  money  deposited  in  the  bank,  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  unless  the 
contracting  of  any  greater  debt  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously authorized  by  a  law  of  the  United  States.  In 
t?onu    h'liT'^''^''"^"  under  whose  administra- 

their  natural  and  private  capacities,  and  an  action  of 
debt  may,  in  such  ca.se,  be  brought  against  them,  or 

»Zin  '"."•  'I'  °'  ""^  °^  ^*'^*^  heirs,  executors  or 
administrators,  ih  any  court  of  record  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  by  any  creditor  or  crediJors 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judg- 
ment and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or  acree- 
ment.  to  the  contrary  notwithslanding.  But  this  oro 
vwion  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  cor 
poration,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  or  chattel^  of 


the  same,  from   being  also  liable  for,  and  charireabU 
with,  the  said  excess.     Such  of  the  said  direV.orriho 
may  have  been  absent  when  the  said  excess  was  con" 
racted  or  created,  or   who  may  have  dissented  from 
he  resolution  or  act  whereby  the  same  was  so   co^. 
traded  or  created,  may  respectively  exonerate  them- 
selves from  being  so  liable,  by  forthwith  giving  notSe 
o   the  fact,  and  of  their  absence  or  dissent^o  the  Pr^! 
.dent  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  stockholders  ^^ 
genera    meeting,  which  they  shall  have  power  t;  caU 
tor  that  purpose. 

10,  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, deal  or  trade  in  anything  except  bills  of  exchange 
gold  or  SI  ver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods  really  and 
truly  pledged  for  money  lent,  and  not  redeemed  in  due 
ime,  or  goods  which  shall  be  the  proceeds  of  iu  lands 
It  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  purchase  any  public  debt 
whauoever  ;  nor  shall  it  take  more  than  at  the  rate 
of  SIX  per  cent,  per  annum  for  or  upon  its  loans  or 
discounts. 

I  11.  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  in  any  one  year 
I  sell  any  portion  of  the  public  debt  constituting  a  part 
I  of  Its  capital  stock  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
■  five  millions  of  dollars,  without  the  consent  of  Congress 

12.  No  loan  shall  be  made  by  the  said  corporation" 
I  for  the  use,  or  on  account,  of  the  Government  of  the 
I  Ignited  States,  to  an  amount  exceeding  five  hundred 

thousand  dollars  ;  or  any  particular  State,  to  an  amount 
exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars  ;  or  to  any  foreign 
Prince  or  State,  unless  previously  authorized  by  a  law 
of  the  United  States. 

13.  The  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  assign- 
able and  transferable  according  to  such  rules  as  shall 
be  instituted  in  that  behalf,  by  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  same. 

14.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal 
of  the  said  corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any 
person  or  persons,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement 

I  thereuf)on.  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person  or 
I  persons,  and  his.  her,  or  their  executors  or  ndministra- 
I  tors,  and  of  his.  her,  or  their  assignee  or  assignees,  and 
j  the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  assignee  or  as- 
I  signees,  and  so  as  absolutely  to  transfer  and  vest  the  pro- 
perty thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees 
successively,  and  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees^ 
and  his,  her,  or   their  executors  or  administrators,  to' 
maintain  an  action  thereupon  in  his,  her,  or  their  own 
name  or  names.     And  the  bills  or  notes  which  may  be 
issued  by  order  of  the  said  corporation,  signed  by  the 
president  and  countersigned  by  the  principal  cashier 
or  treasurer  thereof,  promising  the  payment  of  money 
to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  order,  or  to 
bearer,  although  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon  the  same, 
in  the  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  force  and  efTect, 
as  upon  any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued  by  him, 
her,  or  them,  in  his,  her, or  their  private  or  natural  ca- 
pacity or  capacities,  and  shall  be  assignable  and  nego- 
tiable in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  so  issued  by  such 
private  person  or  persons  ;  that  is  so  say  :  those  which 
shall  be  payable  to  any  person  or  persons.'his,  her,  or  their 
order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement,  in  like  man- 
ner, and  with  the  like  efTect,  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
now  are  ;  and  those  which  are  payable  to  bearer  shall 
be  assignable  and  negotiable  by  delivery  only. 

15.  Half  yearly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so  much 
of  the  profits  of  the  bank  as  shall  appear  to  the  direc- 
tors advisable ;  and  once  in  every  three  years,  the  di- 
rectors shall  lay  before  the  stockholders,  at  a  general 
meeting,  for  their  information,  an  exact  and  particular 
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atement  of  the  debts  which  have  remained  unpaid 
CT  the  expiration  of  the  original  credit,  for  a  period 
treble  the  term  of  that  credit,  and  of  the  surplus  of 
rofit«,  if  any,  afler  deducting  losses  and  dividends.  If 
ere  shall  be  a  failure  in  the  payment  of  any  part  of 
I  iny  sum  subscribed  by  any  person,  copartnership,  or 
;  i  ody  politic,  the  party  failing  shall  lose  the  benefit  of 
:  ,  ny  dividend  which  may  have  accrued  prior  to  the  time 
!  J  )r  making  s  jch  payment,  and  dunng  the  delay  of  the 
,1,  vae. 

,  t   \6.  The  directors  of  said  corporation  shall  be  bound 

j  ^  establish  a  competent  office  of  discount  and  deposite 

the  District  of  Columbia,  whenever  any  law  of  the 

I'nited  States  shall  require  such  establishment;  and  it 

all  be  lawful  for  tiie  said  directors  to  establish  offices 

hcresoevcr  they  shall   think   fit,  within   the   United 

les  or  the  Territories  thereof,  for  the  purposes  of  dis- 

:<|junt,  deposite,  and  distribution  ;  or  for   the  purposes 

.r  f  deposite  and  distribution  only  ;  and  upon  the  same 

;^  rms,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  shall  be  practised 

■,t  :  the  bank;  and   to  commit  the  management  of  the 

•r  ud   offices,  and   the  business  thereof  respectively,  to 

; ;  ich  persoTis,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  they  shall 

•/  .'em  proper,  not  bt-ing  contrary  to  law  or  to  the  con- 

^itution  of  the  bank.     Or.  instead  of  establishing  such 

«|ffices,  it   fihall  be  lawful   for  the  directors  of  the  said 

A)rporation,  from   time  to  time,  to   employ  any  other 

Sink  or   bunks,  at  any  place  or  places  thiit   they  may 

<  efm  safe  and  proper,  to  manage  and  transact  the  busi- 
;  ess  proposed  as  aforesaid  to  be  managed  and  trans- 
■;  -ted  by  su-h  offices,  under  such  agreements,  and  sub- 
>  ct  to  such  regulations,  as  they  shall  deem  just  and 
[  roper.  Bui  the  managers  and  directors  of  every  of- 
J  ce  of  discount,  deposite,  and  distribution,  established 

<  i  aforesaid,  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  direc- 
I  )r8  of  the  bank,  to  werve  one  year;  each  of  them  shall 
J^  f  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  hold,  at  the 
i  me  of  his  appointment,  not  less  than  five  shares  in  the 
^  lid  bank,  bona  fido  in  his  own  right;  and  if  he  shall 
;  ijase  to  be  a  stockholder  to  that  amount,  he  shall  cease 

.  I  )  be  a  mafiHger  or  director  of  such  office  of  discount, 
I  epositc,  avd  distribution  ;  and  not  more  than  thrce- 
j  urths  of  the  said  managers  or  directors  in  office  at  the 
me  of  an  annual  appointment,  shall  be  re-appointed 
^r  the  ncTt  succeeding  year;  nor  shall  any  person 
a  manager  or  director  for  more  than  three  out  of 
ur  years;  but  the  president  may  be  alwavs  re-ap- 
nted.  "  *^ 

17.  The  said  corporation,  all  offices  of  discount,  de- 
mite,  and  distribution,  and  of  deposite  and  distribu- 
m  only,  which  shall  be  esUblished  bv  the  said  di- 
fetors  as  aforesaid,  and  all  banks  bv  the'said  directors 
^  )ployed  la  lieu  of  such  offices  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
;ii|)und  to  receive,  upon  deposite.  the  Treasury  notes  of 
;^^e  United  States  which  have  been  or  may  be' hereafter 
■  Jiued  by  vi.tue  of  any  law  or  laws  of  the  United  States  ; 
I'Jit  It  shall  l)e  optional  with  the  said  corporation  to  pay 
:.d  discharge  the  checks  or  drafts  of  the  persons  making 
[iCM  deposite,  in  Treasury  notes,  for  the  amount  thereof, 
Ith  IT  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
in  1  reasury  note^.  And  all  banks  bv  the  said  di- 
jctors  employed  as  aforesaid,  in  lieu  of  the  offices 
)resaid.  shall  be  further  bound  to  receive  on  deposite 
hd  to  circulate,  the  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  on 
.e  same  terms,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  notes 
1  tjie  said  banks  rei^pectively  are  received  and  circu- 
^e5 ;  and.  f,om  time  to  time,  issue  and  exchange  for 
.aiu  not(>s  of  the  said  corporation,  other  notes  of 
le  .aid  corporation,  or  the  notes  of  the  said  banks  re- 
jettively,  or  Treasury  notes,  at  the  option  of  the  per- 


sons  applying  for  such  inue  or  exchange.  The  said 
corporation  shall,  at  all  times,  distribute  among  the 
offices  of  discount,  deposite,  and  distribution,  and  of 
deposite  and  distribution  only,  and  at  all  the  banks 
employed  in  lieu  of  such  offices  as  aforesaid,  a  suffi- 
cient sum,  in  the  various  denominations  of  the  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  and  in  the  Treasury  notes  which 
it  may  receive  upon  dejwsile  from  the  tiovernment,  to 
answer  the  demand  therefor,  and  to  establish  a  suffi- 
cient circulating  medium  throughout  the  United  States 
and  the  Territories  thereof. 

18.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  uhall  be  furnished,  from  time 
to  time,  as  of\en  as  he  may  require,  not  exceeding  once 
a  week,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  capital  slock 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the 
same  ;  of  the  moneys  deposited  therein  ;  of  the  note* 
in  circulation  ;  and  of  the  cash  in  hand  ;  and  shall  have 
a  right  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books 
of  the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  the  said  statement :  Pro- 
vtcUd,  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  a  right 
of  inspecting  the  account  of  any  private  individual  or 
individuals  with  the  bank. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  furthrr  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  person  or  persons  for  or  to  the 
use  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or  selling 
any  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  commodities  what- 
soever, contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  by  whom  any  order  or  direc- 
tion for  so  dealing  or  trading  shall  have  been  given, 
and  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall  have 
been  concerned  as  parties  or  agents  therein,  shall  for- 
feit and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandises, and  commodities,  in  which  such  dealing  and 
trade  shall  have  been  ;  one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  recovered  in  any  action  at  law, 
with  costs  of  suit. 

Skc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  said 
corporation  shall  advance  or  lend  any  sum  of  money, 
for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  an  amount  exceeding  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  or  of  any  particular  State,  to  an 
amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars;  or  of  any 
foreign  Prince  or  State,  (unless  previously  authorized 
thereto  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,)  all  and  every 
person  and  persons,  by  and  with  whose  order,  agree- 
ment, consent,  approbation,  and  connivance,  such  un- 
lawful advance  or  loan  shall  have  been  made,  upon 
conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such 
offence,  treble  the  value  or  amount  of  the  sum  or  sums 
which  shall  have  l»een  so  unlawfully  advanced  or  lent ; 
one-fifth  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the 
residue  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Stc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bills 
or  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  originally  made  pay- 
able, or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  demand, 
shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States,  until  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress. 

Stc.  1:1.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  sub- 
scriptions and  payments  to  the  said  bank  shall  not  be 
made  and  completed,  so  as  to  enable  the  same  to  com- 
mence its  operations,  or  if  the  said  bank  shall  not  com- 
mence its  operations  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  then,  and  in 
that  case,  this  act  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sec  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  at 
all  times  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  either  House  of 
Congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings,  of  the  cor- 
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poration  hereby  created,  and  to  report  whether  the  pro- 
visions of  this  charter  have  been  by  the  same  violated 
oi*  not :  and  whenever    any  committee,  as    aforesaid, 
shall  find  and  report,  or  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  reason  to  believe,  tiiat  the  charter  has 
been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for  Congress  to  direct, 
or  the  President  to   order  a  scire   facias  to  be  sued  out 
of  the  circuit  court  of  tlie  district  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  (which  shall  be  exe- 
cuted   upon  the  president  of  the  corporation,  for  the 
time  being,  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  term  of  said  court,)  calling   on  the    said 
corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter  hereby 
granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited ;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said   court,  upon  the  return  of  the  said 
scire   facias,  to  examine   into  the  truth  of  the  alleged 
violation  ;  and  if  such  violation  be  made  appear,  then 
to  pronounce  and   adjudge  that  the  said  charter  is  for- 
felted  and  annulled:   Provided,  however.  Every  issue 
offset  which  may  be  joined  between  the  United  States 
and  the  corporation  aforesaid  shall  be  tried  by  jury. 
And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  aforesaid  to  require 
the  production  of  such  of  the  books  of  the  corporation 
as  It  may  deem  necessary  for  the  ascertainment  of  the 
controverted  facts  ;  and  the  final  judgment  of  the  court 
aibresaid  shall  be  examinable  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  Sutes,  by  writ  of  error,  and   may  be  there 
reversed  or  affirmed,  according  to  the  usages  of  law. 

Sic.  15.  .\nd  be  it  firther  enacted.  That,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  and  whenever  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said  corporation 
■hall  do  and  perform  the  several  and  respective  duties 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  several  Sutes, 
or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  at  the  times,  in  the  man- 
ner, and  upon  the  terms,  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

Stc.   16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  other 
bank  shall  be  established  by  any  future  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted sutes,  during  the   continuance  of  the  corporation 
hereby   created;  for   which    the    faith  of  the    United 
Sutes  IS  hereby  pledged  :  Provided,  Congress  mav  re- 
new  existing  charters  for  banks  in  the  District  of'Co- 
lumbia,  not  increasing  the  capital  thereof;  and  may 
grant  charters,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  any  bank- 
ing associations  now  in  operation  in  the  said  District, 
and  renew  the  same,  not  increasing  the  capital  thereof! 
And  notwithstanding  the  «xpiraiion  of  the  term  for 
which  the  said  corporation  is  created,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  use  the  corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity,  for  the 
purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation 
of   the  affairs  and  accounU  of  the  corporation,  and  for 
the  sale  and  disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal, 
and   mixed,  but   not  for   any  other  purpose,  or  in   any 
other  manner  whaUoever  :  nor  for  a  period   exceeding 
two  years,  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  in- 
corporation. 

LANGDON  CHEVES, 

Speaker  House  of  Jicpresentalives. 

J()H.\   GAILLAKD, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tern. 
The  PKEsiDENT'a  objections  were  also  again 
read;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbouh,  the  Jur- 
ther  conMderaiion  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for.  Thursday  next. 
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dise  manufactured,  within  the  United  States  was 
read  a  second  time.  '^laies,  was 

»H?"^  motion  by  Mr.  Giles,  two  members  were 
added  to  ine  Committee  on  .Military  Affairs  ;  and 
.Messrs.  Smith  and  Varnu.m  were  appointed 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
mformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  right  of  pre- 
eraptioD  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  sel- 
ers  in  the  Indiana  Territory;"  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
lied  An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  n rop- 
er y  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  militaryserviceoftheUnited  States-"' 

in  which  bills  they  reque^ithe  concurrence  of  the 
oenate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  ' 

Mr  VARNU.M,  from  the  Militia  Committee  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from'the 
militia  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
read. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''Aa 
act  concerning  Matthew  Guy,  John  Woodward 
bamuel  Tennison.and  Wilfred  Drury,"  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enue.- for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  di- 
rect tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide 
tor  assessing  and  collecting  the  same;"  and  the 
act.  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  househofd  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
I  watches."  reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -'An 


Wed.nesday,  February  1. 
The  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits 
distilled,  and  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 


act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partmen:,"  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  .-elect  committee;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  bill  as  amended 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  repairina  or  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  within  the  City  of  Washington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  that  The  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  7.  nays  22,  as  follows: 

Yiiis— .Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Froraentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsborough, 
Horsey,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Mr.  Fhomentin  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  The  motion  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 
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[  »ere  took  place  oa  the  subject  an  interesting  '  of  the  military  authority,  round  about  the  whole  ex- 

debMV.'.      Messrs.    Lacock,    Barbour,    Daggett,     tent  of  the  city  ;  and  they  have  aided,  as  far  as  in  their 

were  the    princrpal   advocates  of  the  l  power,  in  procuring  and  mounting  the  ordnance  neccs- 


and  jLerr, 
bill,|nd  M 


essrs.  Mason,   Dana,  and    German,  I  ""T  ■"'^  suitable  to   the  works  so   erected.     When 
its  pJocipal  opponents.]  those  lines  and  forts  shall  be  well  and  fully  manned, 

:nce  of  the  city  of  Baltimore.  ^""''"°'' '"'"/':'''  r^f^'^^'y  «'="^'''  '"^  .<^'L*^*'"»  '""y 


DEt 

M 


then  with  confidence  set  the  enemy  at  defiance ;  but 
,  Smith  presented  the  raemorial  of  the  Com-    not  till  then. 


pre^ 

lion  gainst  x\.^  enemy,  as  is  s'atcd  in  the  tneino- 
rial;*v  which  w^s  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  i 
Smi  %.  ordered  to  bo  printed  for  the  use  of  tlie  ; 
Sei^Je,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  1 


'I' 


mitii  e  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of  the  city  and  Your  memorialists  deem  it  unnecessary  to  state  the 
Ids  of  Baltimore,  praying  effectual  protec-  strength  of  the  regular  force  now  stationed  here,  be- 
cause the  most  correct  sources  of  information  upon 
this  subject  are  at  the  seat  of  Government.  It  is,  how- 
ever, confessedly  very  inferior,  and  inadequate  to  the 
defence  of  the  rity.  Your  memorialists  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  with  precision  the  number  of  men 
requisite  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore  ;  but  from  a 
consideration  of  the  ease  with  which  the  city  may  be 
approached,  both  by  land  and  water,  as  manifested  in 
the  late  attack  ;  of  the  various  points  to  lie  defended  ; 
of  the  reported  threats  and  disposable  force  of  the  en- 
emy ;  and  also  of  information  obtained  from  some  of 
the  most  experienced  and  intelligent  military  charac- 
ters, they  are  strongly  impressed  with  a  belief  that  a 
considerable  permanent  force  of  regulars  is  indispensa- 
ble to  the  safety  of  the  city.  Whether  such  a  force 
can  be  detached  from  the  military  establishment  now 
and,  in  doing  so^they  would  take  the  liberty  to  \  on  f|^ot,  is  more  than  your  memorialists  can  undertake 

to  say  ;  but  every  expectation  that  it  would  be  done, 
has  thus  far  been  withheld  from  them,  and  they  have 
uniformly  been  given  to  understand  that  their  reliance 
must  be  placed,  during  the  next  campaign,  as  hereto- 
fore, on  the  militia  to  be  called  together  as  occasion 
may  require.  Against  such  an  arrangement  your  me- 
morialists, on  behalf  of  their  fellow-citizens,  the  people 
of  Baltimore  and  its  precincts,  must  beg  leave  warmly 
to  remonstrate  and  most  decidedly  to  protest.  The 
inelfiriency  of  militia  alone  for  any  regular  or  im- 
portant operation  of  war.  has  been  so  often  and  so 
fully  teste<l  that  it  cannot  now  be  necessary  to 
sfo,  called  Ferry  Branch.  It  also  appeared  that  adduce  either  proofs,  or  arguments,  to  show  what 
uinber  of  troops  may  with  ease  be  landed  on  that  has  been  so  long  and  universally  admitted.  The 
narrow  slip  of  land,  called  Patapsco  Neck,  the  exjieriencc  of  this,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Kevolu- 
romote  point  of  which  is  about  twelve  miles  from  tionary  war,  shows  that,  to  repel  the  hasty  predatory 
^nore,  and  that,  when  landed,  unless  checked  or  incursions  of  an  enemy,  militia  may  often  be  brought 
ed  by  an  equal  or  superior  force,  they  may,  in  a  to  act  with  much  effect,  and  that  they  are  a  useful,  and 
^  hort  time,  be  marched  to  the  assault  of  any  part  |  often  powerful  auxiliary  force  in  partisan  warfare  ;  it 
of  i>''3  city.  Thus  muoh  has  been  clearly  evinced  by  also  shows  that  it  would  be  extremely  unsafe  to  rely 
the  ate  attack  of  the  onemy.  The  other  directions  upon  them  solely  for  the  defence  of  the  extensive  hues 
frojiy^which  aisjjults  wipre  seriously  apprehended,  it  of  a  large  city  against  any  very  considerable  invading 
mifcffi  be  highly  imprudent  to  point  out  and  explain  '  regular  force.  An  army  of  militia,  to  be  equal  in 
in  "Aaper,  with  the  contents  of  which  the  enemy  may  strength  to  that  of  a  regular  one,  must  always  be  vast- 
het-<*fter  become  acquainted;  and  the  more  especially  ^  ly  superior  in  numbers  ;  yet,  however,  the  history  of 
sin,:^  that  entiny,  everywhere  barbarous  and  malig-  '  military  affairs  in  all  times  has  shown,  that  a  mere 
n«n».  may  well  be  suf.posed  to  cherish  a  peculiarly  mass  of  armed  men.  or  undisciplined  militia,  beyond  a 
rar.||rou9  spirit  of  hostility  against  a  city  from  which  certain  number,  brings  with  it  little  or  no  additional 
hel.'s  been  driven  back  with  disappointment  and  dis-     slreneth.     Takinir  this  nrinrinle   ns  cnrreri    vm.r  me- 

a 


on  fAilitary  A  ffuirs,  to  consider  and  report  lliereoa  ; 
by  iir.l  or  otherwise. 

~  le  memorial  is  as  follows  : 

President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Senate 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 

merica,  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorial  of 

Committei.  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of  the  city 

precincts  |)f  Baltimore. 

r  racmoriadists  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention 
o  (W  necessity  of  providing  a  force  adequate  to  the 
defXpce  of  the  -ity  of  Baltimore,  during  the  next  cam- 
pair 

sub'ljt  the  following  statement  and  reflections  for  your 
coasheration  : 

Smthing  has  so  strikingly  illustrated  the  easv  ac- 
cesi  *ility  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  an  invading 
enciwy,  as  the  demonstration  made  upon  it  during  the 
last  jf^ummer.  It  then  appeared  that  large  frigates, 
anj^ny  number  of  bomb  vessels,  could,  without  mo- 
lon  from  the  shore,  approach  and  lie  within  shell 
of  Fort  McHenry,  the  chief  strong  hold  of  the 
and  that,  unless  the  channels  should  be  season- 
lind  eflectually  obstructed,  they  might  approach 
:i   reach  of  the   city  itself  along  a  prong  of  the 


graJ^,  i>nd  to  bf;  am 
by  ftiich  he  may  bcs 
in^j^^c  enabled  to  B( 


ppointmenl  and  dis-     strength.     Taking  this  principle   as  correct,  your 
xiously  attentive  to  all  the  means     morialisls  do  humbly  conceive  that  scarcely  any  milili 
best  explore  every  avenue  to  assault,     force  that  could    be  hastily   collected    about  their  city, 
0  select  the  weakest  and  most  vul-  ^  could  secure  it  against  a  large  invading  army  of  well 
J^'*'  i  disciplined  regulars.     Your  memorialists  have  no  rea- 

Ijjle  people  .)f  Baltimore,  apprized  of  the  power  and  son  to  doubt  the  courage  of  their  fellow-citizens  com- 
tenj^r  of  the  enemy  with  whom  they  had  to  contend,  posing  the  mihtia  ;  far  otherwise ;  they  insist  only 
har;  during  the  last  Summer,  exerted  every  means  that,  without  the  combined  movement,  concert,  and 
in    t^ir  power   to  render  their  city  as  strong  and  as     discipline  of  a  regular   army,  courag.;  can  do  nothing. 


ne 


def  .^iil.le  as  possible.  They  hold  in  readiness  ob-  i  and  numbers  produce  only  confusion  and  disorder.  A 
8tr«lions  prepared  to  be  thrown  into  the  channels  of  i  militia  force,  hastily  assembled,  is  not  only  the  most 
thcvmver  leading  to  ihfi  city,  at  the  shortest  notice;  i  unsafe,  it  is  also  the  most  expensive.  They  are  not,  it 
havi^chiefly  by  their  own  personal  labor  or  contribu-  I  is  true,  usually  retained  in  service  during  a  whole  cam- 
•aused  forts,  redoubts,  or  breastworks,  to  be  I  paign  ;  but  being  necessarily  far  more  numerous  than 
v^n  up,  and  nearly  completed,  under  the  direction  I  regulars,  and  infinitely  more  wasteful  of  all  the  muni- 


tioi 
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tions  of  war,  they  are  in  the  end  much  more  costly 
and  burdensome.  But  the  exclusive  use  of  a  militia 
force  brings  with  it  other  evils,  of  a  nature  so  striking 
and  fatal,  as,  even  if  it  were  not  liable  to  the  charge  of 
prodigality  and  insecurity,  might  induce  us  to  avoid  it. 
It  interrupts  the  pursuits  of  husbandry,  and  embar- 
rasses every  branch  of  industry,  to  the  impoverishment 
of  individuals  and  the  ruin  of  the  State.  It  draws  in- 
to the  field  men  who  are  not  prepared,  either  in  mind 
or  body,  for  its  hazards  or  fatigues  ;  possessing  little 
capacity  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  yet  less  to  endure 
the  pri\ation8  and  hardships  of  a  camp.  It  is  known 
to  destroy  by  disease  and  to  break  down  the  constitu- 
tions of  more  than  double  the  numbers  of  those  who 
perish  or  are  permanently  injured  I  y  sickness  in  a  reg- 
ular army  ;  an>l  to  augment  the  sum  of  human  misery, 
far  more  than  enlistments  could,  by  diffusing  more 
widely  anxiety  among  families  in  proportion  to  the  su- 
perior numbers  of  the  militia  force,  and  the  superior 
importance  of  the  greater  part  of  it  to  those  who  are 
connected  with  or  depend  upon  them. 

Your  memorialsts  are  aware  that  it  may  be  diflicult, 
perhaps  impossible,  to  provide  a  body  of  regulars,  en- 
listed upon  the  terms  of  the  existing  laws,  in  season 
for  the  defence  of  their  city  during  the  next  campaign, 
but  they  flatter  themselves  that  a  law  might  be  framed 
and  passed,  by  virtue  of  which  the  necessary  number 
of  able-bodied  men  might  be  called  into  the  field  for 
local,  stationarj',  or  limited  service,  during  one  cam- 
paign, at  the  least,  if  not  longer. 

Your  memorialists  would  here  beg  leave  to  observe 
that,  as  among  the  most  important  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  that  of  the  right  to  declare  war,  so 
the  providing  supplies,  and  all  the  means  for  its  active 
prosecution,  and  the  superintending  its  faithful  and 
vigorous  management,  are  among  iu  most  sacred  trusts 
and  binding  obligations.  The  rapid  and  decisive  move- 
ments of  war  imperatively  require, to  insure  even  safety, 
much  more  success,  a  corresponding  promptitude  and 
decision  of  the  Government  by  which  it  is  waged  ;  a 
war  of  enterprise  and  vigor  not  only  drives  danger 
from  the  door  of  every  citizen,  calls  forth  a  bold,  manly 
spirit  of  patriotism,  and  adorns  the  nation  with  rays  of 
imperishable  glory,  but  is  also  the  leist  costly,  the  least 
wasteful  of  human  life,  the  least  tedious,  and  almost 
always  terminates  in  the  most  sure  and  lasting  peace. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  the  shrinking  policy  of  bare 
defence  paralyzes  the  powers  of  the  nation,  impercep- 
tibly wastes  its  resources,  and  invites  the  aggressions  of 
an  enemy.  Under  such  impressions,  it  wouM  be  the 
earnest  wish  of  your  memorialists  that  the  energies  of 
their  country  should  be  so  actively  and  forcibly  exerted 
as  to  drive  their  present  enemy,  with  his  barbarous  sys- 
tem of  warfare,  far  from  their  homes;  but,  since  that 
•eems  to  be  at  present  impracticable,  owing  to  his  great- 
ly superior  powers,  they  do,  therefore,  humbly  beg  and 
entreat  that  the  means  for  their  defence  mey  bo  pro- 
vided by  a  timely  and  adequate  exercise  of  the  legiti- 
mate and  wholesome  powers  of  the  nation.  Unless 
the  General  Gevernment  does,  by  a  seasonable  and 
vigorous  effort,  provide  for  the  common  defence  along 
the  /Vtlantic  border,  your  memorialists  arc  very  seri- 
ously apprehensive  that  they  will  be  amongst  the  first, 
and,  perhaps,  the  most  signal,  of  the  victims  of  the 
ruinous  policy  of  relying  altogether  upon  an  inefficient 
mihtia  force,  or  of  leaving  every  State  to  defend  itself 
according  to  its  ability  ;  for  a  crisis  has  now  arrived, 
when  not  only  the  city  of  Baltimore,  but  the  State  of 
Maryland  iuelf,  can  only  hope  for  protection  and  safety 
through  the  powers  and  means  of  the  National  Govern- 


ment.    Exposed  and  vulnerable  as  Maryland  is,  to  its 

centre,  harassed  and  plundered  as  it  has  been,  it  feels, 
with  the  most  lively  sensibility,  that  it  is  now,  indeed] 
wholly  dependent  upon  the  Union  for  salvation  ;  for', 
alone,  it  is  utterly  unequal  to  the  contest.  The  pres- 
ent  war  has,  however,  clearly  shown  that  the  most  po- 
tent of  the  States  is  not  altogether  equal  to  iu  own 
defence,  and  that  one  of  the  smallest  has  compelled  the 
enemy  to  fly  from  iU  territory,  when  aided  by  the  pow- 
ers ol  the  Union.  When  your  memorialists  consider 
how  very  obvious  it  must  be  to  the  mind  of  any  one, 
who  will  reflect  only  for  a  moment  upon  the  subject, 
that  a  single  campaign,  undertaken  by  Maryland  alone, 
in  defence  of  its  own  shores,  would  not  only  prostrate 
its  finances,  but,  perhaps,  mortgage  iU  resources  for 
ages  to  come,  without,  in  the  end,  effecting  any  valu- 
able purpose;  they  feel  inspired  with  the  highest  de- 
gree of  confidence  that  their  National  Government,  so 
eminently  characterized  for  its  impartial  and  liberal 
justice,  will  with  alacrity  and  promptitude  afford  them 
the  succor  so  necessary  to  their  safety  ;  nor  do  they 
feel  less  confident  that  there  is  not  a  single  citizen  of 
.Maryland,  so  loiit  to  a  just  regard  for  his  own  best  in- 
terests, as  to  hesitate  one  moment  in  co-operating  with 
the  General  Government  in  the  lawful  and  vigorous 
exercise  of  those  powers  of  conducting  war,  by  which 
alone  they  can  be  protected,  defended,  or  even  saved, 
from  absolute  ruin. 

Your  memorialists,  in  speaking  of  the  merits  of  Bal- 
timore, and  her  pretensions  to  the  special  consideration 
and  regard  of  the  Government,  feel  very  sensibly  the 
delicacy  and  embarrassment  of  the  undertaking.  The 
relative  commercial  importance  of  this  city  is  best 
known  at  the  seat  of  Government ;  it  will,  therefore,  b« 
sufficient  barely  to  refer  to  official  documents  there,  by 
which  it  will  appear  that,  in  this  respect,  it  ranks  as 
the  third  city  of  the  Union.  But  the  commercial  loss 
and  ruin,  consequent  upon  the  fall  of  Baltimore,  cer- 
tainly is  not  the  only,  nor  is  it,  perhaps,  the  greatest 
evil  to  be  apprehended.  It  is  the  loss  of  a  post,  the 
relative  position  of  which  would  be  so  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  enemy,  that  will  produce  in  the  mind  of 
every  impartial  and  thinking  ijian  the  greatest  alarm. 
The  prodigious  extent  of  country  commanded  by  Bal- 
timore, and  the  facility  with  which  the  enemy  might, 
from  thence,  push  his  predatory  incursions  in  every 
direction,  are  obvious,  and  m.iy  more  properly  be  left 
to  the  refiections  of  Government,  than,  under  existing 
circumstances,  be  strongly  urged  or  fully  explained. 
Lest  the  fwople  of  Baltimore  should  be  numbered 
among  those  who  forget  the  duty  of  a  citizen,  when 
every  man  should  struggle  to  be  foremost  in  discharging 
it,  your  memorialists  will  take  leave  to  say  a  few  words 
of  their  patriotism.  What  they  have  to  say  shall  be 
comprised  in  a  small  compass,  and  shall  be  no  more 
than  what  they  believe  will  be  the  award  of  an  impar- 
tial world.  The  people  of  Baltimore  have  dearly 
earned  the  privilege  of  speaking  in  the  most  frank  and 
unreserved  terms  to  the  representatives  of  the  nation. 
Yet  they  feel  too  tenderly  for  the  honor  and  welfare 
of  their  country,  even  if  they  could  be  so  indulged, 
publicly  to  rebuke  and  reproach  the  rulers  of  their 
choice  tor  any  errors  that  arc  past;  they  had  rather  aid 
than  weaken,  applaud  than  condemn.  Let  the  fol- 
lowing unequivocal  acts  and  sufferings  speak  their 
ardent  love  for  their  Government  and  country.  The 
metropolis  of  the  nation  was  threatened;  a  portion  of 
the  militia  of  Baltimore  was  called  on  ;  at  a  very  few 
momenta'  warning,  they  marched,  with  alacrity,  to  the 
aid  of  their  country,   and,   on   the  unfortunate  24th 
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A\tf.i«,  they  wjerc   posied  m  front;  the  loss  sustained  ]      Mr.   Tavlor.   from    the   committee   to  whom 
by  .^e  enemy  .fas  produced,  in  a  great  degree,  by  its  ,  was  referred   the  bill,  entitled  -An  act  to  amen. 
m/la.  and  «.n,e  amongst  the  best  of  .u  citizens  bled  ,  ihe  act    laying  duties   on    licence,  to    eiai^^s  of 
orjl.     The  enemy  next  threatened  Bait.more  itself,    wi„„,   sp.ntuou,   liquors,  and  foTeilnriechan 
uf.|  which  us  people,  old  and  young,  ot  all  classes,    dise."  reported  it  without  amendment     ""'''^^^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


ex 

un, 


jed  themselves  to  the  utmost,   and  with  the  moat 
mmon  energy,  in  erecting  works  of  defence,  and 


m,»^ng  preparations  to  meet  him.  and,  by  the  most    f "^endrnents  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
urvinuting  and   indefatigable  labors,  their  city  was'  I?,''   '^'"•J'""t'^o  "An  act    to   extend  the   time  of 
■    state  of  defence  by  the  time  he  ap-  ;  '-"'^"   fc^vans  s   patent,  for  his   improvement  on 
'  steam  engines,"  and  concurred  therein. 


jrvwn^tting  anJ  im 
;^uiarito  a  tolerable  s 
jP4»d  before  it.  Ar 
■e<^fertion  that,  on 


pui*nio  a  loieraoie  state  oi  delence  by  the  time  he  ap- 
pp*»d  before  it      And  the  city  feels  great  pride  in  the 
re<^>ertion  that,  on  the   day  so   memorable  to  it,  the 
12\ij  of  September,  the  constancy,  fortitude,  and  cour- 
*J»^f  i^  citizen  sMdiers  will  bear  a  {comparison  with 
theO  of  any  other  people  on  earth.     Its  citizens,  some 
oin  had  borne  arms  in  their  country's  defence  in 
^a:  of  the  Revolution,  and  her  youth,  met  the  en-  I 
>.n  advance,  and  were  everywhere  the  first  among  ' 
remost  i>i  every  perilous  encounter.     The  bank-  I 
istitution^  and  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  it  is  bc- 
,  have   \<een  as  prompt   and  as  liberal  in  their 
t-1  the  Government  as  those  of  any  other  portion 
L'nion. 
:h  are  tht   people  for  whom  your  memorialists  ' 
d.   protection,   and   defence.     The 


I  J,  has  bet 

I 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

1       The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
I  bill,  passed  by  the  two  Houses,  entitled  "  An  act 
I  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
I  United  Slates  of  America."  which  was  presented 
I  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  appro- 
bation, on   the  23d  of  January,  and   returned  by 
him  on  the  30th  of  the  same   month,  with  ob- 
jections. 

Mr.  King  rose  and  submitted  the  following 
observations: 

The  proposed  bank  would  have  a  capital  of 

„,    -       1  ■'  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  composed  of  five 

yet  provide  means  in  time  if  prompt  ;  m,i,,;,„,  ,,„   ^j,,,^^^     ■  ^  ^^   "    "J^^ 

isures  are   adopted;   but  there  is  no;  r.,„^»i    ^i  !k  ^     ^     .     ^'"'^''' 

And  your  memonal.su  cannot,  for  -  ^  '""'^^^   «""'^«   '^Lf   commencement   of  the  war, 

hiteen  millions  Treasury  notes,  and  five  millions 
in  be  held  by  the  United  States,  and  paid  for  in 
four  per  cent  stock,  to  be  created  for  this  purpose. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  objects  to 
the  bill—  ■' 

Isi.  Because  the  amouat  of  stock  to  be  sub- 
scribed to  the  bank  is  insufl5cient  to  raise  and 
sustain  the  public  credit, 

2d.  Because  no  adequate  public  advantage 
will  ari.se  from  the  subscription  of  Treasury 
notes. 

3d.  Because  the  full  aid  and  co-operation  of 
the  bank,  in  the  furnishing  of  permanent  and 
temporary  loans,  i<  not  secured  to  Government 
during  the  war. 

4th.  Because  the  bank  cannot  be  relied  upon 
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NjiJh  are  tht  pe 
be||  &nJ  cntrrat  ai 
Go»«rnment  maiy  yt 
an^jigorous  ineasu 

tinvjSto  be  lost.  And  your  memorialisU  cannot,  for  a 
mofi'J'Ut,  entertain  the  painful  thought  that  the  con- 
8ti^\|  ed  authorirties  of  their  country  will  turn  with 
api><  ly  from  the  earnest  entreaties  of  a  people  so  highly 
de*  ving  thei;  regard,  and  leave  them  to  the  mercy  of 
a  ly>  tal  enemy,  whose  hostility  against  them,  in  par- 
tic>»f  J,  has  been  so  lately  manifested,  and  so  strongly 
ex(.ivd. 

EUVVARD  JOHNHOX, 
Chairman  Committee  of 

.  "t  Vigilance  and  Safety. 

>j|Lri.H0RE,  January  26,  1815. 

Thursday,  February  2. 
[iLLiAM  T.   Barpjy.  appointed  a  Senator  by 

iht  \.egisUturf  of  th»'  State  of  Kentuckv,  in  the 

„i    •»     \  f^  .,      r»  ,  .  ,  "^•'J'  '"  ""^  ^vv,„^,^    v.,,^    uaiifc   taimui    ue  reiieu  upon 

pla,  V  of  Georjie   .\I.   Bibb,  resigned,  and   Isha.m    during  the  war  to  provide  a  circulating  medium. 

T..«nT  »nnn.n,-,i  n  s.n.,».  K.,  ,..„  I  „„;.. 1      jjow  the  public  Credit  could   be  revived,  and 

sustained  by  the  transfer  of  any  sum  of  war 
stock  from  one  citizen  to  another,  or  from  the 
pre.sent  holders  to  the  proposed  bank,  is  not  ob- 


TAKkBoT,  apfiojnted  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
of  ^e  same  .State,  in  the  place  of  Jesse  Bledsoe, 
re'^ned,  re  pectively.  produced  their  creden- 
tia.'^  were  qualified,  and  they  took  tlieir  seats  in 
lhf»?ena;e. 

trfie  bill  t(j  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 
miJlAia  of  the  United  Stales  was  read  the  second 
lit4)«^ 

'^r  .e  bill. 


vious.  Il  the  war  stock  be  taken  at  fifiy  mil- 
lions, a  demand  for  one-fil'th.  or  ten  millions  of 
it.  to  be  united  lo  the  bank  capital,  would  have  a 

.,,    ,      .  ,  ,  tfinpurary  intiuence  upon  the  stock  market ;  and 

enlitled  -An  act  giving  the  right  of  i  if  any  except  stockholders  becomn  subscribers  to 
pr^Jj.raplion  II,  the  purchase  ol  lands  to  certain  I  the  bank,  this  increase  of  price  would  be  advan- 
se^^Ms  in  t..e  Indiana  Territory,"  was  read  the  •  lageuus  to  the  sellers.  But  the  advantatre  would 
seiT-.d  lime.  «nd  relerred  lo  the  committee  ap-  be  a  private  one.  no  part  of  which  would  accrue 
f^Tf  '^^'^*^'  Sepiember,  on  ihe  memorial  of  I  to  Government.  As  soon  as  llie  requisite  sum  is 
th4  pgislalure  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  con-  ,  transferred  to  the  bank,  the  stock  will  be  prtcise- 


»nd  report  ihereon. 


!  ly  as  valuable,  and  no  more  so.  than  it  was  before 


bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  ,  .such  transfer.  Governmeni  will  be  obliged  to 
Dafjient  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  make  the  .^ame  annual  provision  to  pay  The  in- 
by  r^c  enemy,  while  m  the  military  service  of  terest  after  the  transfer  as  before.  The  public 
th^JJni^ed  Slates,  was  read  the  second  time.  credit,  which,  alter  employing  all  the  cabalistical 
rjc  PRESiDf..NTlai.l  before  the  Senatearepori  I  words  and  mana-uvres  of  stock  jobbers,  always 


of  |.i^f  Secrcta<y  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy 
onjle-peiition'of  William  Elliot,  referred  lo  hiii'i 
onJ»je<6th  ultimo;  and  ihe  report  was  read. 


did.  and  always  will,  depend  upon  the  ways  aiid 
meaus,  or  the  ability  ol  Governmeni.  lo  fulfil  its 
engagements,  or  to  pay  its  debts  la  equivaleot 
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values,  will  be  little,  if  at  all  aflected  by  a  trans- 
fer of  stock  from  individuals  to  a  corporation 
within  the  country,  especially  as  these  transfers 
are  to  be  made  at  different  times,  and  at  periods 
of  considerable  distance  from  each  other.  The 
same  debt  would  continue  to  exist,  yielding  the 
same  dividends  and  representing  the  same  sum  of 
American  capital  as  ii  now  represents.  No  ad- 
dition to  domestic  capital  would  be  made  by  this 
operation.  If  it  releases  the  capital  of  A  who 
sells  the  slock,  it  will  employ  the  capital  of  B, 
who  purchases  it;  and  the  only  difi'erence  will 
be,  that  A  becomes  the  owner  of  a  disposable 
capital,  which  before  belonged  to  B. 

The  raising  of  the  price  of  stocks  may  prove 
beneficial  lo  a  Government  in  two  ways,  if  it 
wants  to  borrow;  the  permanent,  not  the  casual 
raising  of  the  prices  of  the  slock  market,  will 
enable  il  to  sell  new  stock  dearer.  If  foreigners 
come  into  the  market,  the  raising  of  its  price  in- 
creases the  money  which  must  be  broOght  into 
the  country  to  purchase  stocks.  Ii  was  to  meet 
the  latter  case,  that  an  operation  was  undertaken 
by  Colonel  Hamilton,  which  proved  to  a  limited 
degree  advantageous.  But  although  Government 
desires  to  obtain  loans,  it  is  not  probable  that  any 

Eermanent  application  of  the  public  credit  would 
ave  been  produced  by  the  transfer  of  a  given  sum 
of  the  war  slock  to  the  bank,  especially  when  the 
deep  wound  given  to  the  public  credit,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary terms  upon  which  the  late  loans  were 
negotiated,  is  considered.  More  favorable  times; 
a  revival  of  industry  and  of  commerce;  an  im- 
proved state  of  the  finances,  with  a  public  income 
commensurate  to  the  public  expenditures,  are 
necessary  to  the  revival  and  re-establishment  of 
the  public  credit. 

The  discrimination  which  is  proposed  to  be 
carried  still  further  than  the  bill  carries  it.  in 
favor  of  the  war  slock,  is  impolitic.  Were  Gov- 
ernment at  liberty,  for  its  own  advantag^e  (a  case 
not  now  existing)  to  make  such  discrimination, 
the  holders  of  war  stock  ought  not  now  to  desire 
it  in  their  favor,  as  ihe  example  might  be  here- 
after cited  as  a  precedent  against  them,  and  in 
favor  of  the  now  postponed,  though  equally  mer- 
itorious stock  of  the  Revolution. 

There  should  be  no  discrimination  ;  the  public 
faith  knows  no  favorites;  the  holders  of  the  war 
stock  ought  not  lo  contend  for  preferences.  They 
ought  to  be  satisfied  that  the  public  faith,  whe- 
ther formerly  or  recently  pledged,  is  equally  pre- 
cious to  an  honest  Governmeni,  and  will  be  alike 
redeemed. 

If  there  still  remains  a  doubt  concerning  the 
correctness  of  the  first  objection  contained  la  the 
President's  Message,  can  there  be  any  respecting 
that  of  the  second  7  Will  no  adequate  public 
advantage  arise  from  the  subscription  of  Treasu- 
ry notes? 

Public  credit,  as  has  already  been  observed,  de- 
pends upon  the  ability  and  inclination  of  Gov- 
ernment to  fulfil  its  contracts.  Treasury  notes 
are  contracts,  promising  to. their  holders  the  sums, 
and  at  the  limes,  mentioned  in  them.  The  bill 
provides  that  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  these 


notes,  shall  be  receivable  as  a  part  of  the  bank 
capital,  and  when  received  shall  be  converted 
into  fifteen  millions  of  six  per  cent,  stock.  If 
not  received  by  the  bank  and  converted  into  six 
per  cent,  stock,  this  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  will  fall  due,  and  must  he  paid 
off,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year.  To  this 
end  money  must  be  borrowed  ;  and  assuming  the 
rate  of  the  last  loans,  to  borrow  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars  Governmeni  must  give  eighteen  mil- 
lions and  three-quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  of 
six  per  cent,  slock.  So  that  ttie  difference  be- 
tween paying  them  off,  or  allowing  them  to  be 
subscribed  to  the  bank,  and  then  converted  into 
six  per  cent,  stock,  would  be  a  clear  saving  to  the 
public  of  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  six  per  cent,  stock. 

Moreover,  by  this  conversion  of  Treasury  notes 
into  an  equal  sum  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  room 
would  be  made  for  a  further  issue  of  Treasury 
notes — the  finances  would  also  be  relieved  by  re- 
leasing Government  from  the  obligation  to  pay 
off  their  notes  at  a  fixed  day,  and  the  ways  and 
means,  whether  from  loans  or  laxes,  to  the  amount 
of  fifteen  millions,  which  would  have  been  re- 
quired for  this  purpose,  would  be  left  at  the  dis- 
position of  Government. 

Is  then  the  objection  correct,  which  alleges  that 
no  adequate  public  advantage  will  arise  from  the 
subscription  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  bank  ? 

The  third  objection  alleges  that  the  bank  is 
under  no  legal  compulsion  to  afford  that  full  aid 
and  co-operation  to  Government,  which  the  Mes- 
sage declares  to  be  both  indi.<«pensable  and  neces- 
sary in  the  administration  of  the  finances,  the 
bank  being  neither  obliged  to  make  temporary 
nor  permanent  loans  to  Government. 

Temporary  loans  to  Government,  in  advance 
or  anticipation  of  the  taxes,  are  without  doubt 
among  the  chief  advantages  that  Government 
derives  from  a  National  Bank  ;  as  portions  of  the 
annual  expenditure  are  required  to  be  made  be- 
fore the  taxes  are  collected,  the  bank,  with  mu- 
tual advantage  to  itself  and  the  Government,  is 
commonly  able  to  make  the  advances  wanted 
for  this  purpose,  wailing  for  their  repayment  un- 
til the  taxes  come  in. 

In  ordinary  times  every  bank  of  circulation 
finds  its  interest  in  affording  to  the  Government 
this  accommodation  ;  which  is  made  pursuant  to 
the  correct  maxims  of  commercial  credit,  being 
a  loan  made  upon  "  good  pledges"  or  undoubted 
security,  which  at  a  fixed,  and  no  distant  period, 
will  repay  it. 

But  It  must  be  evident  that  such  advances  in 
anticipation  of  the  taxes,  and  which  are  to  be  re- 
paid by  tliem,  can  be  made  only  upon  the  faith 
that  the  currency  in  which  the  taxes  are  paid 
will  be  of  equal  value  with  that  in  which  the 
bank  makes  its  advances. 

If,  as  in  the  instance  of  this  bank,  its  notes  are 
convertible  into  specie,  and  the  taxes  are  payable 
either  in  them  or  a  Government  paper,  which  is 
at  a  discount,  no  one  will  suppose  that  the  bank 
can,  in  such  case,  make  advances  to  Government, 


m 


m  <^ 
it 


I 

1 


' 


i 


■  i 

h 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


212 


Bank  of  the  UnUed  Statet. 


Febrdaht.  1815. 
ztd  jeceive  in   payment  thereof  the  depreciated  1  conclusion  •  it  would  rpnnir»  ,«„  u  .      ~~7~r 

<i*ctnmec.  a  million  of  dollar  J^  its  „'"es!  as  i  meac  of?nJ„°dufl?^?M' j""'^"  ""^  P".""- 
aillaniicipaiion  of  liie  land  tax  and  receiv.  in  I  ^.l.^I  indi,,duaU,  w.ll  become  satisBed  lliat  it 

piJmen.  a  million  of  dollars  in  Treasurv  note"  '  indM-    f  "  ";"=">', '"~"  ""  P"»c,pl„ 

w*3ch  may  be  al  a  ui.coun.  of  ten  or  fil7een  Ler'    f,  il  cmmercial  credit ;  and  that  because 

.4  1    U  ft  no.  plain  tha,,  int  d  of  re      vmt"  '  '/Zi''"  afford"?!,!,  ai'l  'Tl  °," ^^  i'  ""^  •"!" 
c<l4pcnsa.ion  for  .he  loan,  .he  bank  would'in  '  m.hl  ^  „,.     ,  .  '^  " '"" ''""^  ■"  "■« 

suXase  suffer  a  pos,.„eiosl  equal. r.hede-    i^a.^S!    "  '   '"''   "'""'"'=-'  "'I''   "f -"e 

pfWiatioD  ot  the  Trtasurv  notes  "?  w  ..,„.. 1 1  .l      r 

'  •3  resul..,  .ha.  neuher  .Is  b  nic.  nor  an/o.her.  I  ob    cTion  to    h"'  bm  ?ha7  ,','",'  "  "  "°  \t"r 
«^*se  „o,es  are  of  ,rea.er  value  as  a  cullrency  '  SaT'trmat'lar,"  „'„'.'  Grernme°„t'*L' « 

itiln'^n^xes:  :;.a",er^'re\tro".';s°"''- 1  Id^-e-i;?'.:  ""l'"  Tl^  -^^  "-<!  "Po-S: 

{he    objec.loM,er.fore,    ^l^s^  X'bank      Ifbt  sfc     i  ie-I^e'  ^  i^^  .JheZZ fnTi''"." 
art*unts  to  tfjis,  that  11  cannot  do  whiit  can  onlv    Lac*. I  rt..rr.   .k         f'^^"*"/  ^rjen  me  Dank  is  re- 

bjone  by  a  bank  which  is  re.e°as:d''"u"".°hol^    mr„t1ould't  °  "fe^'u^Je'".  TrV^.Z^'V 

4''"^^-.e,';be";rhirh'  d™'  -'■'="  ■'°  "--^ '  rz::^z  t'rri  ■,-  n'-^^'-- ''■"m's'^=b:.'"h 

Ifhis  objection  goes  fur.her,  and  urges  .he  re-  !  a  iysf.i  ed  and  tllh^nf'h,"",''"'''"''  '"'' 
jepjonof  .U.b,ll  because  .he'b.nk  is  n'o.  obliged  '  wiTlaYl  rue'locond  ml "''"'''"''' "''"°"'"'' 
toffciake  permanent    oans   to  Government      Nn        I  n^iU    ;#  ;      u-     .    i     l 
b4    do.Sg    business,    upon   securu's    of  shorn  reiVeTuU  ^^^^^^^^^^ 

dafs,  can  make  permanent  loans,  and  all  banks  \  [mrmeTum       ^  '  '"  P^"^''^^  ^  ^'^^^'»- 

ot»>irculaiign  are  obliged  to  require  such  securi-         No  bank   whmh  i«  «Kl.,r»^  .«       1 

tJ[pr,nc>p;e.  that  cash  advance  mus^blSpoH  1  "i^^^^^^^^  '^^  ^'^'"^  beyond  a^y 

:toTo&it:'a:fvanrat;^^  s.lVJ"  '""^"^'  "^'^'^  "^  ^^'^  ^^  ^  -^'-  ^ 

c.^>  banks.     Those   which  make   loans  «?"!.„  '  ^"PP^'^^.'^.^^^a^city  ol  specie,  create,  be  united  an 

auction,  or  or  a  perm'n  n    ch  racter  do  si  w.  C    X^.^m'^""'"^  '"'  '^''''  ''  ^'  ^''''^'^'  °^  »«"^ 
a^i^l.ance   .olely  upon    the    puburcredit     ar^d  I  M.  h  I  =^^^"^">;.  "^  to  compensate  unfavora- 

wilout  the  specific  pledge'  denianded  bv  bank    '  «  L      '"''^°^  ''\^'^  '"  '"^"  ^^  '^'^  P^«'J"<^«^  ^'^^ 
^firoulat.on'and  w^hicffenab    Thei^'.o^recov^r      i  n'e  a'conierVh  "  H"''^'"  '  '^"'^  "r*^  '^'^  ''""^^ 
7,.n  all  cases  of  failure.     The"  a  re      red.  .X^^t'^'^  ^T^^^L^^r   "^  "^   P"^'- 


o^v>  ircuiaiiun.  anu  wnicn  enab  e  them  to  recover    lime  a  Pr,n.i,Jo,,ki      j     ' —    '  .        '"  '*'"' 

tlj|f  money.  ,n  all  cases  of  failure.     These  are    c'ed.t  ,X       1  '^♦"P^^<='^"«"   "^  "'«   public 

cald  financial  or  governmental  banks  sTlon^  hi  t  f  ^ '*''''  ^  '^'^  ^'"  "'^'  '»  "^^^^^ 
aJlauks  confine  ilieirTuM  e  s  wl mher  w  C  ^  o?  -mI  '^'^'^"'r'""  "^^  ^^'^"^^'^  ">  "'«  °^"ss.ty 
GiSernments  or  with  individuals',  to  he  max^n  an  ah' IL  ''  ^^^P^"*^'""  '^f  '^"-n^--  or  such 
of.5>mmerc.al  credit,  rece.v.ncrfo  heir  advances  '  nf  J.^^'^f"^"' «f  "•  ^s  to  render  them  incapable 
D^s  and  bills  of  undoubted  'c red,  a  d  pavab  e  furZ'tT^  'u ''  T''  '."  1"»°«*^i»-^  ^o^^-^en- 
ai^rarly  periods,  or  pledges  ofTpecific  lunds  or  T  .  h  '  P"^'''^'^*"'^,^"^^- 
elt^.s-isl;  long  We  tVy'of  ad;'":':  to  Go"  stru  tur^  ^irttrbanr;'.""  "■  "°\«»-'-j.  '»>« 
er<|inents,  iis  well  as  to  individuals  employed  in  '  f^^^"^'*"  "*  "'^  ^'^n'''  but  against  the  condition 
atlgk.ud  of  business  reguirin<^  the  aid  of  cJ'f.r  "V^  '"""'^y'  '"'V'*^  '^'''^'^  "''  ""^  P"l>i'c  "edit, 
l.t  all  experience  h^p'^ed'^d  tt^ett  I  l^l'io'il'  "'^  ^^"^'^'  ^''^  '^"^  '°  ^"^'«''  ^  — 

Ela^^H  ^;;:r:  iln^i^excif^r^;;;:"!?::^  ^  ^"^^^•'  ^^  -t^--"  — ^  -  .he  confes. 

evlg  banks  become  wha  is  caffifi"anc,al  Tank"'  I  ^.^^  l''  "?  ^'''}  ^^"^'^  .""^^"^^  "^  '^"^''^^'^  '° 
log  permanent  I.,ans  upon  the  m"  pledge  '  to"  ^iM^rcr'^^'  '"'  "'  '^  ^^^^7  "^'^r 
le  public  faith,  when  they  become  the  mints  '  furmsh m!  nf  ?^'^'  '™P"^'«"'  «'d  •"  '^e 

;loyed  by  Governments  ,0'  fabricate  paper  to  ,       c    n     'nces    hk^  hi'"'  "'''"".'  "  ""^r"!" 
amount  as  often,  and  for  such   neriois'    as    Pr?„n?  1     .  ,    present;  that    no    bank, 

wants  frequently  recurrin..  and  alwav    ur    I  in  n?'  ^    ""^"'^  "  ''^''''"^  '"^""^  the  obligatioa 
,  demand;    hey  never  1^  I  To  aocomnirh  »n         ^  ^  "'  T''  '"  "P"*^'**'  ""  ""^  ^ff^^d  *' ircu- 

isive  revolution   m   p  r  0  a^Tpr  pZ'  Jome"     wh.".7  ""''' l^  '  *"  ?  ^"^'^-  ''''  "°"^  ^'^^  ^  ^^"'^ 
'^   ••■--  •^-  -  .:-         '^' Pr;  perty.  some- !  which    would  circulate  a  depreciated  currency, 

and  which  It  would  be  dangerous  to  create,  oucrht 
now  to  be  established.  " 

It  might  suffice  to  have  !,hown  that  the  Presi- 
dent s  objections  ought  not  to  prevent  this  bill's 
becoming  a  Jaw  ;  but  a  few  words  may  be  added 


liiijs  produce  the  abolition  of  debts,  and  after 
pr.Oing  upon  the  credulous  and  unprotected,  end 
in  •eir  own,  and  the  nation's  bankruptcy. 

^has  been  supposed  that  the  Bank  of  England 
is^nancial   bank,  and  an  exception  from  this 
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February,  1813. 


Proceedings. 


Senate. 


concerning  the  bill.  The  amount  of  the  capital 
of  the  bank  has  already  been  mentioned.  Its 
duties  and  general  provisions  are   conformable  to 


country  is  already  reduced  to  this  situation,  and 
the  President  announces  the  same  to  Congress, 
will  they  prove  themselves  the  faithful  friends  of 


those  of  the  late  Bank  of  the   United    States;  ;  the  people,  unless  they  seasonably  apprize  them 

Ihey  have  had  a  fair  trial,  and    have  been   ap- |  of  the  fact,  however  humiliating  ? 

proved;  whatever   that   bank   would  have  done,  '      If  paper  money  be  necessary,  avow  it,  prepare 

this  would  be  able  to  do;  and   advantages  such  |  ir,  issue  it;  but  under  every  caution  and  guard 

as  it  afforded  to  Grovernraent  in  the  management  I  which  can  be  devised  to  mitigate  its  evils. 

of  the  finances,  this  bank  would  in  due  lime  be  1      All  experience,  public   and   personal,  demon- 

equally  or  more  capable  of  affording.  1  strales   that  every  object  is  attained  with  more 

It  has  not  been  contended,  that  at  this  time,  1  certainly  and  greater  advantage  by  a  direct  t.'iaa 
owing  to  the  condition  of  the  finances  and  credit  '  by  an  indirect  course. 

of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  the  general  stag-  !  Why,  then,  will  Congress  by  the  creation  and 
nation  of  trade,  and  the  distrust  of  every  kind  of  i  employment  of  a  bank  attempt  to  conceal  their 
credit,  any  safe  bank  that  might  now  be  estab- |  actual  condition  and  real  object?  Why  estab- 
lished, could  afford  to  Government  or  to  individ-  \  lish  a  bank  which,  dealing  only  in  paper,  will 
uals  much,  or  important  assistance  by  loans,  even  I  fabricate  and  lend  as  many  millions  as  Congress 
of  a  temporary  kind.  ;  may  desire  to  borrow?     Why  pay  to  this  bank 

But  the  aerency  of  this  bank  would  now  be  of  ,  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  for  the  loan  of  their 
service  to  Government;  whatever  it  should  be  I  notes,  which  in  no  single  ingredient  will,  or 
able  to  do  would  be  well  done.  Its  operations  I  ought  to  be  thought,  to  be  of  greater  value  than 
would  al^e  solid,  and  of  standard  character ;  its  \  Treasury  notes.  The  people  of  this  country  have 


business  must  be  limited,  but  it  would  be  safe 
and  exemplary;  and  with  regard  to  every  other 
moneyed  institution,  conducting  its  affairs  hon- 
estly. It  would  cherish  and  sustain  it. 

Moreover,  by  the  establishment  of  this  bank 
upon  sound   and  approved  maxims,  although  it 


much  natural  sagacity,  and  will  not  long  be  de- 
ceived by  this  or  any  similar  contrivance.  Rather 
devise  an  improved  scheme  for  the  immediate 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  let  them  be  convert- 
ible at  pleasure  into  a  public  stock,  bearing  a 
high    interest;  fund   this  stock   by  pledging  spe- 


may  not   now  do   wliat   no  safe  bank   can  do —  I  cific  taxes  to  pay  the  interest;  the  credit  of  this 
much   good — it   will  do  no  injury.     It  will  not  |  currency  will  be  better  than  that  of  the  notes  of 
contribute  still  further  to  depreciate  public  and  ;  such  a  bank  as  it  is  desired  should  be  created, 
private  credit ;  and  during  the  term  of  its  char-        if  ^  paper  circulation  alone  will  enable  us  to 

the 
gero 


,  It  will  prevent,  a  circumstance  worth  much,  1  jeJend  the  country,  prepare  and  make  use  of  it ; 
!  establishment  of  a  bank  upon  false  and  dan-  but  spare  us  the  expense  of  paying  interest  for  it 
•ous  principles.     On  the  return  of  peace,  the     to  a  company,  whose  faculties,  without  our  con- 


agency  and  infiuence  of  this  bank  will  become 
invaluable  in  the  recovery  and  re-establishment 
of  the  credit  and  finances  ol  the  nation. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  which  had  their 
influence  in  the  passage  of  the  bill   by  the  Con 


tributions,  will  enable  them  to  make  dividends 
equal  to  their  utmost  desires. 

When  Mr.  King  had  concluded,  the  question 
was  taken.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  and  was  deter- 

19.  as 


gress,  and  the  force  of  which   remains  not  only  i  f]"""^   )"    '^^'^   negaiive-yeas    15,   nays 
undiminished,  but  the  latter  of  them  is  increased  ;  '0''ows: 
by  the  objections  made  by  the  President,  it  is  I      Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 
earnestly  to  be   wished,  although  scarcely  to  be  '      Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fronientin,  German, 
hoped,  that  the  bill  may  become  a  law.  .  Giles,    Goldsborough,  Gore,    Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 

The  concluding  paragraph   of  ihe  Message  of  |  Lambert,  Mason,  Tait,  and  Thompson, 
the  President  is  incomparably  the  most  impor-        Thuse  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

tant.     It  is  this  which   opens  and   interprets  the        ,,  .     ,  n    » ^..      r»  u  ui     nu 

^.  •     .   ,     •      ,         .        ..    ■       I   1      .1  •       •  r  ,      Messrs.    Anderson,    Harbour,    Barry,   Bibb,  Lhacc, 

Object  desired  to  be  attained  by  the  reiection  of    r,      ,.   r,    ,,     1   i.^        i    1,   m  t>  u    .     u  u 

.,•',,,      ^,  .  •,  L     1  1       .        Condit,  uaillard,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Kob- 

tliis  bill.     Congress  are   here  admonished  by  the  I  • «„:,k  t^ik,.   'r„,.Ur  '■r.,,.,^,  v. ,„..,«  av^h- 

P,  °  ,      ,  ,  „  ,■     I  inson,  omiln,  I  albot,  1  ay  lor,  turner,  Varnum,  Wells, 

resident  to  make  haste  •' to  substitute"  (in  lieu  ,  and  Wharton, 
of  the  bill) ''a  more  commensurate  and  certain 
provision  for  the  public  exigencies."  „      ,"  T^r^'.         ■•    l-,.    , 

The  President  of  the   United   States,  after  al-  I      ^^e*o/pec/.  That  this  bill  do  not  pass, 
luding  to  the  exigent  and  perilous  condition  of  |  ^^'^-^'^'^'^s  of  the  Senate  not  agreeing  thereto. 

the  country,  after  insinuating  to  Congress  in  Ian-  j  

guage  not  to  be  misunderstood,  that  the  resources  j  t»  o  u  o 

of  the  Treasury  were  exhausted,  that  extraordi-  I  ^  Riday,  b  ebruary  J. 

nary  succor  Irom  loans  were  no  longer  attaina-  I      On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  bill,   entitled 

ble.  that  a  bank  created  upon  safe  and  approved  1  '-An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  properly 

principles  could  afford  no  public  assi>tance,  plain-  I  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed   by  the  enemy,  while 

ly  intimates   that   paper   money,  and  only  paper  i  in  the  military  serviceof  the  United  States,"  was 


money,  will,  or  can  assist  Uie  nation  in  the  fur 
iher  prosecution  of  the  war.  If  this  be  so,  if  by 
the  neglect  and  mistnanagement  of  ihe  finances 
and   prolusion    in    the  public   expenditures,  the 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

.Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  enti- 
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Public  Buildings  in  the  City  of  Waskington. 


"  An  a«ct  for  ihe  better  regulation  of  the 
fcloance  (ieparttnent,"  reported  it  with  araend- 
rtijnts;  wl.i^h  were  read,  and  considered  as  in 
Giiiimiileeo^f  the  Whole;  and, having  been  agreed 
tf^he  Presitient  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
c|>r<liDgly  ;  aind  the  amendments  were  ordered  to 
U^^engrossed^and  ihe  bill  read  the  third  time  as 
aia^iHled.      \ 

•§•  message:  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iij^rmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
b:V$  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  Saltus,  Son, 
ar^  Company,  merchants  of  the  city   of  New 
"Vcrlf ;''  a  biH,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the 
Pr'^ident  of  the    United    Slates  to  receive   into 
thu^;' service  qf  the  United  States  certain  corps  j 
wj|ch  may  bs  raised  and  organized  by  any  State 
t&4terve  in  heu  of  the  militia   thereof;"  a   bill' 
eriiAled  '-An&ct  for  ihe  regulation  of  the  courts 
ofTgustice    oi"    Indiana;"    a   bill,   entitled    "An 
acufto  ameni;  and  extend   the  provisions  of  the 
acij)f  the  sirieenth  of  April.  1S14,  entitled  'An 
acs^nnfirmin^  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  llli- 
n««Territorv,  and  providing  for  their  location  ;" 
alsX  a  bill,  en.titled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tiolt  for  the  »>upport  of  the  Government  for  the 
yesi^  1815,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
curfMice  of  tl-e  Senate. 

'Cje  five  b»ll3  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
pas»<'d  to  the    econd  reading. 

'X)\t  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wiftle  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
acvB)  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lisfrXig  a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 

BuAdofCommissoners,"  together  with  the  amend- 
mfti^s  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
an;^«hc  amenflments  having  been  agreed  to  with 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  fordelray.ng  the  expanses  of 
t^overnment.  and  maintaining  the  public  credit 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  State,  and 
to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same  •' 
and  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  tor  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  lav 

ingduties  on  household  furniture,  and  on  iold  and 
silver  watches,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee  And 
the  amendment.'*  having  been  agreed  to.  in  part 
,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord' 
I  ingly.  And  Mr.  Kerr  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  as  follows  :        ' 

"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  either  the  States 
of  Ohio  or  Louisiana  ahail  pay  itj  quota  of  the  direct 
tax,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act 
the  Legislatures  thereof  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  collect  of  all  the  purchas- 
era  of  public  lands,  under  any  law  of  the  Un^d  States 
a  just  and  equal  proportion  of  the  quota  of  laid  States' 
respectively,  the  compact  between  the  United  Sute. 
and  the  said  States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  BUILDLVGS. 

«rT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ao- 

nrnnrioti/\no   fV-..    .«__:_: ._  i         i  ■■  -1 

lUb- 


Wh 


in;^«(f 

luttjer  amendment,  the  President  reported  the 

bili^)  ihe  Hoi;se  accordingly. 

^^  the  que.stion.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
'  Vd.  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  araend- 
,t  was  determined  in  the  affirmative, 
le  SenatH  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
le,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
y  authorise  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
ie  use  of  the  United  Slates,"  togeliier  with 
Jinendmer^t  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
.iiiiee  ;  aijd  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the 
•r  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
►.rrow. 

k^  Senat.-  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Je.jhe  conLsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
|oncernitig  Weston  Jenkins  and  others;" 
Bo  other  amendment  having  been  proposed, 
fed  to  tlu!  third  reading. 

Seuate;resumod.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
[e.the  con|siderationof  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
Jncerning^  Matthew  Guy.  John  Woodward, 
ip\  Teniii>on,and  Wilfred  Drury,"  together 
witby^he  amenrtlments  reported  thereto  by  tlie  se- 
lect vommitte<4;  and.  the  amendments  havin<T 
been  .agreed  to.  the  Presideat  reported  it  to  the 
Hoi^rf  accordingly. 

Oj.^be  queotjon,  Sh.ill  the  amendments  be  en- 
gxos^M  and  thq  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amead- 
ed?>«u-as  determined  in  the-  affirmative. 

Th#  Senate  Resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

'l        ^ 


propriations  for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  pi 
lie  buildings  within  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Fromenti.n  had  moved  yesterday  to  re- 
commit the  bill  to  a  select  committee.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  F.  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President:  I  am  called  upon  to  give  the 
reasons  which  prompted  me  to  make  the  motion 
now  under  consideration.  I  will  endeavor  togive 
to  the  Senate  such  an  account  of  my  motives  as 
will  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
reference. 

It  may,  perhaps,  not  be  useless  on  this  occasion 
to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  length  of  time 
which   has  elapsed,  after  the  erection  of  those 
buildings  was  determined  on,  before  they  could 
be  used  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended,  and  of  the  sums  of  money  which   have 
been  spent  upon  their  construction.     We  shall  be 
the  better  able  to  anticipate   the  probable   time 
when  these  buildings  may  again  be  occupied  by 
Congres?,  and  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
sums  of  money  which  we  may  have  to  approori- 
ate  for  those  purposes. 

Sir,  It  is  more  than  twenty-three  years  if  lam 
correctly  inlormed.  since  the  public  edifices,  pro- 
posed now  to  be  rebuilt,  were  begun  to  be  erected. 
INone  ol  them,  at  the  time  of  their  destruction  by 
the  enemy,  were  completely  finished;  and   I  be- 
leve  the  south  win?  of  the  Capitol  was  not  ready 
lor  the  rec'ption  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
more   than  lour  or  five  years  before  it  was  de- 
stroyed.    If  it  be  found  necessary  to  rebuild,  in- 
stead ot  repairing,  the  other  hopeless  alternative 
oflered   by  the  bill  on   your   table,  you   may  rea- 
sonably expect,  taking  luto  consideration  the  pre- 
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sent  situation  of  the  country,  especially  if  the  war 
should  continue,  and  thereby  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing materials,  and  of  getting  workmen,  should 
be  increased,  that  the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol 
may  be  finished,  and  ready  for  the  reception  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  in  about  ten  or  twelve 

years. 

The  public  buildings,  including  the  President's 
House,  did  not  cost  less  than  fifteen  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  We  are  told  that  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  will  replace  those  edifices  in  statu 
quo.  Sir,  notwithstanding  my  respect  for  the 
artists  who  have  given  an  opinion  on  this  subject, 
I  have  still  some  doubts  of  the  practicability  of 
making  use  of  the  walls  as  they  are  now  stand- 
ing. The  architects  themselves  are  not  positive 
on  that  point.  They  gave  their  o[)inion  before 
the  very  .severe  frost,  which  we  had  this  Winter, 
had  its  effect  upon  those  susceptible  and  unpro- 
tected walls.  Their  opinion,  if  a  new  examina- 
tion was  now  had.  might  be  materially  different; 
and  the  committee  themselves,  by  reporting  a  bill 
for  repairing  or  rebuilding  tlie  public  buildings, 
instead  of  confining  themselves  to  reporting  a  bill 
for  repairing,  have  manifested  a  doubt,  which  it 
cannot  be  improper  for  me  to  entertain.  If.  then, 
you  should  ultimately  be  compelled  to  rebuild 
(and  I  firmly  believe  you  will)  the  expense  for 
rebuilding  cannot  be  much  less  than  the  original 
cost  of  construction.  The  materials  which  you 
may  save  will  about  pay  th(?  expense  of  taking 
down  the  walls  before  you  can  rebuild. 

Great,  indeed,  I  should  almost  say  incalculable. 
must  be  the  advantages  presented  by  this  favorite 
situation,  which,  under  the  pressure  of  our  present 
emergencies,  could  induce  this  Congress  to  sac- 
rifice such  immense  sums  of  money.  Three  prin- 
cipal reasons  have  been  adduced  in  support  of  this 
bill  by  its  friends.  The  pride  of  the  nation  has 
been  appealed  to,  and  pressed  into  the  service  of 
this  bill.  Sir,  when  gentlemen  entrench  them- 
selves behind  the  inexpugnable  bulwark  of  pride. 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  use  any  argumentsdirected 
to  their  sober  judgment.  As  well  might  you  at- 
tempt, sword  in  hand,  to  pierce  the  heart  of  your 
enemy,  protected  from  your  attack  by  a  fortress, 
flanked  with  a  hundred  cannon.  The  fortress  is 
to  be  taken  first  ;  and  1  know  of  no  argument 
strong  enoiigh  to  batter  down  the  fortress  erected 
by  pride.  There  is  but  one  way  to  come  at  it, 
sir  ;  and  it  is  by  erecting  alongside  of  it  another 
pride  fortress,  and  then  fairly  to  begin  the  assault 
on  both  sides. 

I,  too.  have  my  pride — not  a  pride  to  be  fed 
upon  the  unpaid  blood  of  the  soldier  who  wins 
our  battles  ;  not  a  pride  to  be  gratified  by  the 
vain  and  useless  display  of  a  borrowed,  ragged 
magnificence.  No,  sir;  my  pride  is  less  vora- 
cious, It  is  less  ostentatious.  Provide  for  filling 
the  ranks  of  your  Army;  provide  for  clothing, 
feeding,  and  paying,  your  soldiers  and  sailors. 
Instead  of  borrowing  money  for  building  costly 
edifices,  borrow  money  for  protecting  against  an 
invadins;  foe  the  edifices  yet  standing.  Drive  the 
enemy  from  the  country  ;  then,  indeed,  my  pride 
will  be  satisfied;  then  I  will,  with  pleasure,  vote 


money,  as  much  money  as  you  please,  for  rebuild- 
ing our  public  edifices  ;  and  then  the  more  mag- 
nificent the  plan,  the  more  elegant  its  execution, 
the  more  my  pride  will  be  gratified. 

It  is  further  said,  in  support  of  this  bill,  that 
the  plan  recommended  by  the  bill  was  the  plan 
of  Gen.  Washington,  and  under  the  sanction  of 
that  imposing  name  an  attempt  is  made  to  mis- 
lead our  understanding.  True,  sir,  this  was  the 
plan  of  Washington — but,  under  what  circum- 
stai>ces?  Washington  was  then  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  country  then  was  rich  ;  the 
country  was  pro>perous.  An  extensive,  unre- 
stricted, and  almost  unlimited  commerce  brought 
then  to  the  remotest  corner  of  tnis  vast  continent 
all  the  treasures  of  a  tributary  world.  The  anx- 
ious eye  of  Washington  measured  the  distances, 
and  his  capacious  mind  was  not  discouraged  by 
them.  The  rapid,  the  almost  prodigious  progress 
of  every  improvement  under  his  auspicious  Ad- 
ministration, justified,  in  the  opinion  of  that  great 
and  modest  man,  the  anticipated  expectations  of 
corresponding  improvements  under  the  Admin- 
istration of  his  successors.  But,  sir.  what  has 
been  the  result?  Instead  of  realizing  the  high 
expectations  of  General  Washington,  from  causes 
which  it  is  foreign  to  my  subject  here  to  investi- 
gate, this  country  once  rich,  is  now  poor ;  this 
country  once  prosperous,  is  now  fallen.  I  hope, 
sir,  it  will  rise  again  ;  but  till  then,  speak  not  to 
me  of  what  Washington  did.  Speak  what  Wash- 
ington would  now  advise;  I  say  advise.  The 
recollection  of  General  Washington's  unshakeable 
firmness  in  the  year  1795.  forbids  the  idea  of  ibe 
possibility  of  his  ever  having  had  to  act  under 
such  an  accumulation  of  distressing  circum- 
>tances. 

When  I  cast  my  eyes  on  this  wilderness,  dig- 
nified with  the  name  of  a  city;  a  city  to  be  sure, 
very  unlike  the  old-fashioned  European  city,  al- 
luded to  by  the  Irishman,  who,  when  placed  in 
the  middle  of  it,  complained  that  he  could  not  see 
the  city,  there  were  so  many  houses!  Sir,  we 
run  no  risk  of  hearing  of  any  such  complaints 
about  this  city.  Every  Irishman  who  arrives  here 
may  have  a  full  view  of  the  whole  ground  at  once. 
None  of  thoseencumbrances  called  houses  tolimil 
the  boundless  prospects.  Or,  if  there  be  a  few, 
he  may.  among  those  few,  open  a  complaisant 
gap  through  which  his  inquisitive  eye  may  pierce 
to  a  distance,  limited  only  by  the  foot  of  the  sur- 
rounding hills.  But,  sir.  the  subject  is  too  serious 
to  admit  of  its  being  thus  long  treated  with  levity. 
Let  me  then  return  to  it,  and  seriously  inquire 
about  the  present  state  and  future  prospects  oi 
this  city.  What  do  we  see  here?  Twelve  or 
fifteen  clusters  of  houses  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  each  other,  brincing  to  our  recollection 
theapi>earanceof  acampof  nomad  Arabs.  Which, 
liowever,if  connected  together,  would  make  a  very 
respectable  town,  not  much  inferior,  perhaps,  to 
the  capital  of  Virginia;  and  here  and  there  an 
insulated  house;  the  whole  of  it,  when  seen  from 
the  ruins  of  our  public  edifices,  looking  more  like 
the  place  where  proud  Washington  once  stood, 
than  where  humble   Washington  now  lies.     If, 
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su>..uch  IS  the  Mtuauon  of  this  city,  after  fifteen        I  am  not  unaware,  sir,  that  such  a   nian  will 

il^ijx  fir.t  yearsof  which  period  there  prevailed  which  will  conceive  themselves  to  be  aa"neved 

S??J^r   »h.s  country    but  all  over  Europe,  a  by  it.     But.  let  private  interest  beware^Trn'v 
d^-^r^e  of  enthusiasm   bordering   upon   madness  ,  opinion,  unless  iome  .such   plan   .s   resorted    to 

l^Trn  '^'^""T  '^''TT  °^  '•"'  -metropolis,  without  some  such  compromise  is  ma  eX  Govl 

K^   lurinc:  which    period  of  six    years,  too.  this  ernment  w.ll  not.  cannot  remam  here  many  years 

fX  7n  "VZ"'^  ,'""  '^'   K^'^''  °^  l^*^  ^'^"^'"-  The  inconveniences  are  too  seriuus,  a^d  th/v  are 

ly^aonot   Washington,  whose  good   deeds   for  not  to  be  surmounted.     I  speak  not  of  thim  with 

m.lunl^nn'  fX  T  '^l^'^'.^''  ^^.'"  '"Z^^""  reference  to  the  individual   inconvenience  of    he 

n^!n7,M*T      V^^''''^ '"""''".-  '*^"f^''°^-  ™^'«hers.     I  speak  of  them   m  reference  to    heir 

LI  ^.J  >h    '  ,   '.•^''''7^r'"''y-'['  '''    '""'^  P"'^"^  duties.     It  is   unnecessary  to  repeat  wha 
be4,iow    he  situation  of  this  city,  what,   in   the  '  I  before  stated,  when  I   had  the  honor  fo  add  res 

prvents.ate.of  things  are  our  prospects   for  the  you  on    the  subject  of  this   bill.     Only  reflect  on 

^"»:!Lfl^  ;;  lV"k!!''-    Vn  '"'"^  '^'^  '""^^  '^^  °"^y  "^^'^^  ■"  ^^^^^^  ^^  "«  transact  bus    e?s 

tore   tniS   chaos     is     llkp    V    tn  a«<limo   am,.   ,      »     i.;,     ^I 0_l ■      r  .        '"^" 


elijse  before  this  chaos  is   likely  to  assu'me  any- 


in 


this  place.     Selected   from   various   places  of 


,L,^„  |,L-»  «    I  u  ui       L        V^  TT  '  '""*   H"»»-«^-     oeifcieu    irom    various   n  aces  of 

t¥,U        f  ''""'^/^'^  ^'^^P^^     ^^^  "^«ny.  be-  I  this  immense  empire,  we  meet  here,  not  a hojeth 

^f  brhrn':^r  ''^^  distracted,  warnng  elements  !  er  free.from  the  prejudices  which  preva      more 

m,|  bebrojjrht  together  so  as   lo  form  a  whole,    or  less  in  every  part  of  , he  country  we  come  fTom 

^^.  hn,'\^"  ''  ''  '°  ^  ^^^'^  '^"°^  P^^P'^^'^^  i  '^^^''  ^°<^'^'  .nt'ercourse  which  ough'  to  prevaTl' 
^^e  bu  what  It  IS  Dot.  Is  ,t  not  time,  then,  that  which  I  am  sure  should  prevail,  d.d'we  know  each 
j.t  .hould  give  up  the  unsuccessful  experiment  ?    other  otherwise   than  through    the  incorrect  me 

\l^trL"\^\'r  '^°"'^  "^°P'  ^'''  '°^'y    ^'"'"  °''  P^'^y  representation,  is  ent.rdy  p/oh^b- 
\tti      V     '        "'^  ^''""''  aennments.  that  we    iied  by  the  insuperable  obstacles  which  the  p  esent 
shc|  Id  express  opinions  more  conformable  to  our    situation  of  this  city  puts  in  our  way.     To  these 
?'i        '  ."'k°°-     p-y^f^^'^r^  ^^'"»»-     I'  be-    local  prejudices  are  to  be  added  party  spiru    n" 
cojes  u.  to  be  mod..t.     Our  laws  to  be  whole-    jud.ces  which  pursue  us  unremlmng^y'^aid  wUl 
yf'  "'''^,  ""'  \'  '""T^"^  '"  *  P^'^^^-     A  large.  '  not  let  go  their  hold  of  us  in  this  very  .anctuarv 
c.^jvenient.  unadorned  house,  which  w.ll  receive  |  This  pa^ty  spirit,   instead  of  being  softened  mto 
t^iustre  frcrn  Congress,  instead  of  Congress  bor-  ,  something  like  conciliation     by  a  ^constant  in,"  ! 
,?JV       ffi"  the  house,  in  the  neighborhood  of  ^  course,  is'hardened  into  unutterable  a  pen  J  bv 
th^public  offices,  la  a   part  of  the  city  which  is     the   mode  of  life,  we  are  compelled  from     LZ 
bev  calculated  by  us  actual  improvements  to  af-    rious  circumstances,  to  pursue  i^m  place      Th^ 
S[1?.T"''        °°   to  the  members,  and    to  fa-    very  houses  where  we  board  have  become  aTest 
ZT.l   '^;'^, ^'^'""^""'^^''^"^vvith   each  other,     by  which  loascerta.n  the  political  opines  which 
w.^  answer  our  purpose   much   belter  than  the  ^  we  are  supposed  to  profess.     We  neve    me^t  but 
plti  recommended  by  the  b,  1  on  your  table;  and  ,  in  baiile  array.     Is.i  wonderful   that  under   hese 

r*t/h7h",t"    [„,?hl  fm./n  ^^"^  '°  "P.^""    •^'»  ^"^^*°"  '"  'h^  ^'^''  branch  of  the  Lfgislaiure 

a  M»^,n  that  It  may  be  found  convenient  to  place    will  soon  want  no  advocate  at   all  ■  it  «  I     l^oJ 

they,  as  near  as  possible  to  Georgetown,  no.  vprv     h.o-.r.„  o  ..."'.  .f-..^*^*'.*''  "  '^'"   *°°° 


the^JtJ  as  near  as  possible  to  Georgetown,  not  very 
dis->tit  fronf  the  improvements  known  under  the 
apHl'llation  of  the  Six  and  Seven  Buildings:  and 


become  a  matter  of  necessity,  of  sheer  necessity. 
There  may  be  still  many  unsuccessful  attempt- 
but,  sir,  the   best   intere>ts  of  the  nation  cannot 
forever  be  sacrificed.     After  some  struggling,  an 


li«     /lorrwn^.      „w. I     :^  1  '^  '  ■ 

Mr.  President,  I  want  lo  prevent  such  a  state 
of  things.  I  am  unwilling  lo  bring  forward  again, 
at  any  time,  the  question  of  a  permanent  seat  of 
Government.  I  want  this  sacred  spot— sacred 
still   in  my  eyes,  although   temporarily  polluted 


me:*s  will,  by  degree::,  extend  in  every  direction 
unij  the  now;mo.st  distant   parts  from   that  spot' 
no  Jonger  shrivelled,  sickly,  lingering,  rootless 
6li|*  destined,  to  vegetate  a  few  mornings,  in  an 
un.^ngenial  s^ij.  being  in  their  turn  reconnected 


spreau  a  I  name  ot  Washington  ;  I  want  this  spot  to  remain 


yap,  will  soon 


oth(v^  way. 

•  t 

:.         I 


can^Tnow   if  it  come  a7  all    hr.P..  /  "    "'*'  "'"'"''^  ^"''''-     ^"''  "'^   '  '"'"«'  "^  hut  twc 

oih Jway     '    '  '"'"^  '"  ""y    ^""y'  •"  accomplish  that  object;  either  by  a  .era- 

porary  removal  by  the  rery  act  providing  for 
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which  we  should  provide  likewise  for  our  return ; 
not  provide  simply  ;  I  do  not  mean  by  a  clause  in 
the  bill  to  that  effect,  but  by  previous  appropria- 
tions, by  contracts,  which  it  should  not  be  in  the 
power  of  any  succeeding  Congress   to  repeal,  or 
by   an    immediate   concentration   of  the    public 
buildings  on   a  modest,  economical   and  commo- 
dious plan.     Of  these  two  modes.  I  prefer  the  last, 
as   likely  to  meet  with   fewer  obstacles,  as  being 
much   less  expensive,    but    principally   as   being 
much   more  consonant   to  the   principles  of  the 
justice  which  we  owe  to  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict.    Sir,  when  this  bill  was  reported,  I  inquired 
from  the   honorable  chairman  of  the  commiiiee 
who  reported  it,  for  the   papers  relating  to  the 
original   fixation   of   the   several    places  for  the 
building  of  the    public   edifices.     I   inquired    for 
the  contracts  with  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
soil,  or  With  the  purchasers.     I  was  answered,  that 
there  was  no  such   instrument.     I   shall    take  no 
advantage  from    this  concession;  in  my  view  of 
the  subject,  there  was  a  contract — a  solemn  con- 
tract;  and   if  by  any   possible   way  it  could   be 
avoided,  I  would  not  now  agree  to  altering,  in  iis 
most  inconsiderable  dispositions,  any  part  of  the 
original  plan.     I  am  sensible,  that  by  so  doing,  we 
seem  to  punish  the  people  of  this  Distiict  for  hav- 
ing placed  too  much  confidence  in  our  words.  In 
our  words,  did  I  say  ?     In  our  acts,  sir!     Look  at 
the  new  ruins  of  the  monuments  on  yonder  hill. 
Were  these  massy  walls,  which  have  set  at  defi- 
ance the  whole  power  of  an  enemy  bent  on  de- 
struction, intended  to  last  only  the  short  space  of 
a  dozen  years  ?     In   these  surviving  walls  I  read, 
in  characters  not  to  be  effaced,  the  contract  of  the 
nation  with  the  people  of  the  District.     I  find  in 
these  walls  an  agreement  signed,  sealed,  and  de- 
livered.    Certainly,  sir,  you    must  be  convinced, 
from  what  I    have  just   now  said,  that    I  do  not 
dissemble  to  myself,  and  ihat  I  am  not  willing  to 
conceal   from  others,  the  equity  of  ihe  claims  of 
the  people  of  this  District.     But  what   is   to   be 
done  ?    Imperious  necessity  commands  a  sacrifice 
of  some  sort.     A  compromise  must  take  place. 
You   have  but   a  choice  of  evils.     The  very  bill 
on  your  table  promises  a  tardy  relief  lo  the  people 
on  Capitol  Hill,  at  the  end  of  ten  or  twelve  years. 
Under  these  impressions,  and  under  the  belief  too, 
that  the  people  of  the  District  at  large  are  ulti- 
mately to  be  benefitted  by  a  concentration,  for  the 
rea>ons  previously  advanced,  however  a  few  may 
appear  likely  to  be  sufferers   by  any  ultimate  de- 
termination as  to  the  spot  where  the  concentra- 
tion is  to  take  place;  and  under  an  unshakeable 
persuasion,  that  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  old 
plan,  in  our  present  circumstances,  as  recommend- 
ed by  the  bill  on  your  table,  the  people  of  this 
District,  by  gra-pmg  at  too  much,  will  ultimately 
loseall — from  motives  of  economy ;  from  motives 
of  duty  to  the  people  of  the  United  Stales ;  from 
motives  of  indispensable  convenience  to  ourselves 
to  enable  us  faithfully  to  discharge  our  public  du- 
ties ;  from  motives  of  justice  to  the  people  of  this 
District — 1  have  been  induced  to  make  the  motion 
to  refer  that  bill  to  a  committee,  for   the  purpose 
of  reporting  another  bill  to  concentrate  the  public 


buildings.  Sir,  I  am  disposed  lo  sacrifice  every- 
thing, but  my  duty  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  at  large,  to  keep  the  .-^eat  of  Government 
here  ;  and  if  you  agree  to  concentrate  the  public 
buildings,  in  the  hope  of  speedy  improvements, 
by  which  many  of  the  inconveniences  which  now 
affect  the  public  interest  will  be  removed,  I  am 
perfectly  reconciled  to.  remaining  in  this  city. 
But.  sir,  if  we  are  to  remain  here  as  we  now  are, 
with  no  other  cheering  prospects  than  those  pre- 
sented in  the  bill  oa  your  table.  I  do  not  hesitate 
10  declare,  that  any  place  in  the  United  Slates 
appears  to  me  preferable  to  Washington,  and  the 
sooner  we  go,  no  matter -where,  no  matter  how 
heavy  the  amount  of  compensation  justly  due  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  District,  the  better. 

When  Mr.  F.  had  concluded — 

The  question  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  select 
committee.  \va.->  delei  mined  in  the  negative — yeas 
13.  nays  20,  as  follows  : 

Yki9 — Messrs.  Bibb,  Barry,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromen- 
lin,  German,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats — .Messru.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Chace,  Condit, 
Daggett,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Hursey,  Kerr, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tail,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  V'arnum,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  strike  out,  of 
section  1,  line  4,  after  the  words  "Capitol,"  the 
words  "and  public  offices ;"  and  to  insert,  after 
'■  Washington,"  line  5,  "and  that  two  suitable 
buildings  for  public  offices  be  erected  on  such  part 
of  the  Capitol  square  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States;"  and  to  insert, 
in  the  4ih  line,  the  word  "and,"  before  '•  Capi- 
tol:" a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Dana,  and  was  igiken  on  striking  out,  and 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nay  18,  as 
follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  (Jore,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Tail,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Barry, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Giles,  Gokisborough,  Kerr, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Stjiith,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  by  striking 
out  the  second  section  thereof  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
lime  as  amended. 


Saturday,  February  4. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sal- 
tus,  Son,  &  Co.,  merchants  of  ihe  city  of  New 
York,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  King,  Roberts,  and  German, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  regulation  of 
the  courts  of  justice  of  Indiana,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  lo  a  select  committee  lo 
consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Mor- 
row, Talbot,  and  Chace,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 
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.  ^  he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sufiot  of  th<»  United  Stales  to  receive  into  the 
serjfice  of  thr  UniteJ  States  certain  corns  which 
m.S«ribe  raiscfl  and  organized  by  any  State,  to  serve 
in  jeu  of  tlid  railitin  thereof."  was  read  the  sec- 
on|!irae,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  iVlil- 
ila^  AfTairs,  to  consider  and  report  (hereon. 

^he  bill,  eiititled  I'An  act  making  appropria- 
tit«»  (or  the -support  of  the  Government  for  the 
ye^'  1815,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
rei|-o  a  sele<^l  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
'^^"*?on  ;  anc|  Messrs.  Taylor,  Chace.  and  Rob- 
,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
H  bill,  entitled  -An  act  to  amend  and  extend 
rovisionti  of  the  act  of  the  I6th  April,  1814, 
*^  iii^"  ^^^  confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
e  Illinoi*  Territory,  and  providing  for  their 
:|jion,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 


February,  1815. 


to^e  committee  appointed  on  the  21st  Septem- 

berion  the  r»emorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 

na  Territory,  toconsider and  report  thereon. 

•  Barbour  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 

Id  ask  le»ve  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate 

.ubscribe»s  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 

merica.  • 

e  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing 

)uildin<r  :he  pubUc  buildings  within  ihe  City 

ashingtcjn  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 

i  failed  w(th  '•  five  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

J)f9oJved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 

thf.^«)f  be   "An   act   making  appropriations  for 

rep^jrmg  or  rebuilding  the  public  buildings  within 
iheiJity  of  Washington." 

'Ke  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  a|tr  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establish- 
ing«  ^avy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
lioa^l  of  Commissioners,"  was  read  a  third  time 
as  ai;^:ended. 

Of  theques^tion,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed .^t  was  determined  in  the  affirmative-yeas 
16,  fcays  8,  as  follows:  ^ 

t,n^l*V^T"-  ^"^".'■'  ^^*"'  ^"^Sett,  Fromen- 
tin,;^«illard,  (..rrman,  Giles,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kerr  Ma- 
son  Mprrow  T»it,  Taylor,  Thompson  and  Wharton. 

iioJ^t^,  Smith,  Turner,  and  Varflum. 

^rr-ji  was  Resolved,  That  thi.  bill  pass  with 
am^tii^ents.  ^ 

%t  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

for  ^  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  depart- 

meij.     having  been  reported  by  the  committee 

corrlHy  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime 

^^^.•^i'r,^'^'^'-^  P^s^^J  with  amendments. 

T  \?'f  ^'"'/''^V'^'^  "-^"  ^<='  concerning  Weston 
Jenl,»^5,  and  others,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
pasv/'^.  ' 

Tfttj  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concj^ning  xMatthew  Guy.  John  Woodward  Sam- 
uel f^c.nnison.and  Wilfred  Drury,"  having  been 
repQg<}d  by  the  committee  correctly  eiigrossed, 
the  yi  was  reud  a  third  time  as  amended 

0#  motion,  (,y  Mr.  Gore,  the  bill  was  recora- 
mitt*  to  the  Commit;ee  on  Naval  Affairs,  fur- 
ther"^ consid^^-r  and  report  thereon. 

Tf  .  Senat*.'  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W  tiuj>.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 


act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
lor  the  use  of  the  United  States."  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith  the 
consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
|An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  United  Slates,  and  to  provide  for  assessing 
and  collecting  the  same;"  and  the  act.  entitled 
•An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold turniiure,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches." 

Mr.  Kerr's  motion  to  add  a  new  section  was 
withdrawn  ;  and  the  bill  having  been  further 
amended,  by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  pro- 
posed by  .Mr.  Ki.ng.  on  the  question,  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
timeasamended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise;  and.  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  it  [)assed  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entiiled  "An  aci  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  tlie  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jewelry 
and  paste  work,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the 
College  ol  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  duly  on  lotteries ;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Preside.nt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treas- 
ury, transmitting  sundry  documents,  exhibiting  a 
view  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  Slates,  as 
stated  in  the  report  made  to  Congress,  from  that 
department,  on  the  23d  day  of  September  last, 
not  having  been  at  that  time  prepared,  owing  to 
the  early  meeting  of  Congress;  and  the  le"tter 
and  documents  therein  referred  to  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits 
distilled,  and  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, manufactured,  within  the  United  States,  was 
postponed  to.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Monday  next. 


Monday,  February  6. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  lor  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
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ment.  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and 
jewelry  and  paste  work,  manufactured  within  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1815,"  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  lotteries,"  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  two  members  were 
added  to  the  committee  last  mentioned;  and 
Mr.  Daggett  and  Mr,  Brown  were  appointed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Col- 
lege of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise."  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others."  reported  it 
wiih  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  ior  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  assistant  Doorkeeper;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varncm, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President 


within  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  having 
J>een  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall 
Ihis  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  ihe  act.  entitled  'An  acl  to  provide  ad- 
ditibnal   revenues  for   defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  publi.-  credit 
by  laying  a  direct  lax  upon  the  United  States 
and   to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the' 
same;"  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit 
by  laying  duties  on   household  furniture,  and  oti 
gold  and  Mlver  watches."  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Fromentin.  the  bill  was  further  amended  by 
unanimous  consent ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mor- 
row, it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee 


of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  September  last, 
which  relates  to  the  Military  Establishment,  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing provision  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  mil- 
itia which  have  been  called  out  by  the  authority 
of  any  Slate  for  the  defence  of  any  part  of  the 
United  Stales  against  invasion,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war.  and  not  taken 
into  the  pay  of  the  United  States;  and  for  reim- 
bursing any  State  for  any  moneys  advanced  for 
pay,  rations,  camp  equipage,  and  other  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  in  calling  out  such  militia, 
according  to  ihe  rules  and  regulations  prescribed 
by  law  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  calling  out 
the  miliiia  by  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treas- 

o7'ioAn^V^'^'"'^°'^'^°^'^''y  ""'^  the  act  of  March 
Jd,  1809,  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Treasury.  War,  and  Navy 
Deparimenis,  with  statements  of  the  purchases  or 
payments  for  supplies,  made  by  the  collectors  of 
the  customs,  during  the  year  1813,  in  relation  to 
the  revenije  and  to  the  temporary  relief  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen;  and  the  report,  tocrether 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  were  read. 

Ihe  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured 
13tli  Con.  3d  Slss.— 8 


further  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Giles,  King,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Barbolr.  agreeably  to  notice  given,  asked 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

This  was  objected  to,  by  Mr.  .Mason,  as  out  of 
order,  as  a  bill  of  a  similar  nature,  passed  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  returned  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  wilh  his  objections  to 
the  same,  had,  on  reconsideration,  been  negatived 
by  the  Senate. 

The  President  decided  it  to  be  in  order,  con- 
sidering it  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  bills  thus  returned  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Whereupon,  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

[The  principal  features  of  this  bill  are  as  follows  : 
the  capiul  to  consist  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  pay- 
able, twenty  millions  in  Treasury  notes,  fundable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  Government  in  stock  to  bear  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent.  ;  fifteen  millions  in  any  public 
stock   bearing  *ix   per  cent  interest ;  five  millions  in 
8p>ecie;  and  ten  millions  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment  in  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  four  per  cent, 
per  annum ;  the  Government  to  have  the  capacity  to 
borrow  thirty  millions  of  the  bank  at  six  per  cent,  in- 
terest ;  the   directors  not  to  be  obliged  to  pay  specie 
untd  the  last  payment  on  the  stock  shall  be  completed  ; 
and,  upon  the  petition  of  the  directors,  the  Government 
may  introduce  any  regulation  which  shall  be  thought 
proper  in  regard  to  the  specie  payraenU  of  the  bank; 
the  subscriptions  to  be  opened  on  the  first  .Monday  in 
April,  at  which  time  the  first  payment  of  one-fifth  of 
the  whole  amount  of  subscription  shall  be  payable,  and 
the   remaining  four-fifths  in  four   quarter  yearly  in- 
stalments ;  the  bank  to  go  into  operation  a.s  soon  as 
twenty  millions  arc  thus  paid  in.     The  directors  for 
the  first  year  are  named  in  the  bill.] 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Comniissioner«  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  stilting  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
board,  sutisequent  to  their  last  report,  of  the  5th  of 
February.  1814.  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  com- 
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jii!^iecl.  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
if^^ry  of  rtie  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated  the 
«Ji  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state- 
t^fcjnis  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
tj^nsmitted.  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
I.- L>  report  V  which  was  read. 
*The  SenBte  resunoed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'hole,  th*?  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
t  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
the  liserof  the  United  States,"  together  with 
amendment  reported  thereto  hy  the  select 
umittee  '^  and  thr  amendment  having  been  dis- 
reed  to,  (he  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
h^iise  wiiijiout  ansendment,  and  it  passed  to  a 
t^rJ  readFr(g. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'hole,  thejconsideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
iietachmJnt  frorw  the  militia  of  the  United 
^  es;  an(}  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further 
Cj^-isiderati(^n  therenf  was  postponed  to,  and  made 

t*  order  of,  the  day  for.  Thursday  next. 
A.  messaf«e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Informed  th{e  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill. 
<>||<illed  •'  Ajn  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Anacosta 
WMge  C(  i»ipany  ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
iSr  the  reliyf  of  the  legal  representatives  of  David 
ijiirden  ;"  ija  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
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^The  twd  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 

!*'  i   TcESDAY,  February  7. 

^JThe  bilLjentitled  "An  act  fur  the  rnliefofthe 
t^<ial  reprejtntatives  of  David  Darden,"  was  read 
jM  aecond  jime.  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
j^%  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  Messrs.  Bak- 
^^('R,  Talijot.  and  Var.m,.m,  were  appointed  the 
(jpOimittee. 

^"The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
|y-iaco5ta  Bridge  Company,''  was  read  the  second 
j»,ije,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
►  sierred  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Direct- 
or of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company,  to  con- 
i^Jiirtr  and  report  thereon. 

I'Tiie  Senate  re>uraed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
C*»acerning  the  College  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
(hitrict  of  Columbia." 

yjOa  moi.on.  by  Mr.  Goldsborough,  it  was  re- 
fckred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
r^ort  thereon  ;  and  .Messrs.  Gold3borocgh.  Fro- 
i»awTiN,  and  Horsey,  were  appointed  the  com- 

\iMr.  Bro^tn.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
^j[erred  several  memorials  from  a  nurubt^r  of  the 
f/ifiabitanisof  the  Mississippi  Territory,  reported 
«f  ill  for  qcieting  and  adjusting  cliims  to  land 
iifthe  Mi<;>issippi  Territory;  and  the  bill  was 
tiM,  and  pai«sed  to  the  second  reading. 
^J^lr.  Taif  from  the  Committee  on°  Naval  Af- 
f^r.,  to  whom  wa>  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
a-si  directin-  the  manner  of  contracts  and  pur- 
chases in  the  Navy  Department,  and  fi-r  promo- 
iHjjr  economy  therein,"  reported  it  without  ameuJ- 
ix>'nt. 

•Hr.  Tav^.or,  froiQ   the   committee  to   whom 


• 


was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  makino- 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1S15,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and 
organized  by  any  State,  to  serve  in  lieu  of  the 
militia  thereof,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Fromenti.n.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
\yas  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  .Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered 
by  earthquakes,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee 
appointed  on  so  much  of  the  President's  Message 
as  relates  to  military  affairs,  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  suitable  number  of  veterinary 
surgeons,  to  be  attached  lo  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase of  a  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pas?ed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly.  On  the  question, 
Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill 
reail  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined 
in  tlie  affirmative. 

.Mr.  Kerr  presented  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
Boilevin,  praying  reimbursement  fur  certain  pro- 
perty destroyed  by  the  Indians,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  oilierwise;  and  Messrs.  Kerr.  Giles,  and 
A.NDERSON,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
relcrred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perkins."  reported  it  without  amendment. 


Wed.nesday,  February  8. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Fro.me.-sti.i,  it  was  atrroed 
that  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed agreeably  to  the  22d  rule  for  conductin^r 
business  in  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Mr.  Bledsoe"; 
and  Mr.  Barry  was  appointed. 

.Mr.  GoLDsBoRocGH,  froiu  the  committee  to 
wlium  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hou.se  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  making  provision  for  sub- 
sisting the  Army  of  the  Uniied  States,  by  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  commissaries  ..f 
subsistence;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  lu  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States  (introduced   by  Mr. 
Barbour)  was  read  a  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Giles  to  refer  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee. 

On  this  motion  a  wide  debate  took  place.  The 
argument  for  reference  was,  the  usage  in  such 
cases,  where  a  bill  was  introduced  by  an  indi- 
vidual member;  the  argument  against  it  was, 
that  though  the  bill  was  recently  introduced  by 
an  individual  member,  the  subject  was  one  which 
had  been  widely  discussed  and  was  well  under- 
stood by  every  member. 

The  motion  to  commit  the  bill  wa.s  negatived 
18  to  16. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  an  amenJraent,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  confine  the  stock  (payable  on  ac- 
count of  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the  bank) 
to  such  stock  as  should  be  hereafter  created. 

After  an  animated  and  interesting  debate,  this 
motion  was  negatived— for  the  motion  15,  against 
it  18,  as  follows:  * 

YiAs— .Messrs.  Brown,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Kerr,  Lambert,  Mason,  'i'hompBon,  and  VVella. 

IVais— Messrs.   .Anderson,    Barbour,    Barry,    Bibb, 
Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Howell,  Lacock,  .Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Smith,  Tait,   Talbot,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum.  1 
and  Wharton. 


Thursday,  February  9. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Preside.nt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  com- 
prehending contracts  made  by  him  in  the  year 
1814,  and  those  made  by  the  Commissary  Gene- 
ral in  the  same  year,  in  compliance  with  "An 
act  concerning  public  contracts."  passed  the  2Ut 
April.  1818;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others." 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended. 

Resolred.  That  this  bill  pa.ss  with  amendments. 

The  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spir- 
its distilled,  and  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, manufactured  within  the  United  Stat.-« 
was  read  a  third  time  ;  and  the  blanks  were  filled  ; 
and  the  bill  was  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

liesolred,  That  this  bill  pas.s,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties 
on  .spirits  distilled,  and  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
btates.  on  the  exportation  thereof  to  any  foreicxQ 
port  or  place."  " 

Mr.  Ki.NG  presented  the  petition  of  Gould  Hoy  t. 
of  the  city  ol  New  York,  owner  of  the  ship  called 
the  American  Eagle,  praying  indemnification  for 
ine  loss  sustained  by  him,  m  consequence  of  the 
Illegal  seizure  of  said  ship  by  the  collector  of  the 
port  ol  New  York  ;  as  is  stated  lo  the  petition- 


which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  Treasury,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  Matthew  Guy.  John  Wood- 
ward. Samuel  Tennison,  and  Wilfred  Drury" 
reported  it  with  amendment. 

The  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to 
land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  7th  instant,  relative  to  the  vet- 
erinary surgeons,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolred,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  veterinary  surgeons,  to  be  atUched  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  19th  January,  the  resolution  rel- 
ative to  compensation  to  individuals  whose  prop- 
erty may  have  been  destroyed  during  the  war,  by 
the  coostituied  authorities  of  the  Uniied  States 
reported  the  following  resolution:  ' 

Resolred,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  pro- 
vide by  a  general  law  for  making  compensation  to  in- 
dividuals whose  property  may  have  been  destroyed  du- 
ring the  war,  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  whose  property  may  have  been  occupied 
for,  or  appropriated  to,  pubhc  purposes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
National  Bank  bill ;  on  which  there  took  place, 
as  on  yesterday,  much  animated  debate.  Several 
questions  of  amendment  were  proposed,  which 
were  variously  decided. 

The  Senate  did  not  get  through  the  bill  before 
the  adjournment,  which  look  place  at  a  late  hour. 


Friday.  February  10. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  commissaries  of 
subsistence."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon^ 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  Gth  instanl.  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  the  .services  of  the  militia;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  lo  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  regulating 
the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  >ubscribers  lo  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  to  strike  out  of  the 
twelfth  rule,  the  following: 
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•«  But  the  said  corporation  shall  be  bound  to  lend  to 
thi«^Jdvemment  of  the  United  States,  reimbursable  at  | 
th^-^  plea8urt»,  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  I 
n(*j»  exceeding-  six  per  centum,  per  annum,  in  such  I 
suoijft,  *nd  atsiich  periods,  as  may  be  made  convenient  j 
tot  Jje  Goveirjment  of  the  United  States,  whenever 
•i^"  law  or  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  authorize  ! 
ai^tSJi'equirc  fiurh  loan  or  loans.'* 

Jj^od  to  single  out,  from  the  eighteenth  rule, the 
foftjj-wlDg:     ; 

•<iUntil  the  lirst  Monday  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
aiui^sixteen,  it  shall  not  be  obligatory  on  the  said  cor- 
pot^tion  to  pay  its  notes  in  specie,  but  all  the  notes  of  [ 
thr'jsaid  corp<jration,  whether  payable  at  the  seat  of  the 
ba^,  in  PhiU.ielphia,  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  payable  in  I 
ollii-  notes  of  the    said  corporation,  or  in  Treasury 
noQ*8,at  the  option  of  the  applicant.     And  if,  any  time 
dui%ig  the  Continuance  of  the  present  war  between  the  1 
UnJ^ed  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  period  of  one  i 
ye:»*  after  the;  termination  of  the  said  war,  demands  I 
ship  be  made  upon  the  said  corporation  for  gold  or  i 
sil^r  coin,  tc  an  amount  and    under   circumstances  | 
wbg-h  induce  a  reasonable  and  probable  belief  that  the  i 
8p«>iiie  capita!  may  be  greatly  diminished  or  endangered,  I 
it  viall    be  lawful    for  Congress,   on    the    petition  of 
thf*lirector8,   to    authorize  the    suspension  of  specie 
pa^uent^,  fo,'  such   time  or  times  as  they   may  deem 
pirower:"' 

n  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15. 
najp  18,  as  follows : 

P*As — MfS/srs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
GaCard,  German.  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter, 
Kiii|r,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Wells. 

A*'» — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb, 
Ch,ce,  Gondii,  Howell,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Rob- 
ert**: Robinson-,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnum, 
an^^VVharton* 

And  the  h{ll  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
de^ resume^  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  A.nderso.n  re- 
pf«it*d  the  hill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  the 
arj^ndmenis:  made  in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
Wt^-e  concurred  in.  I 

C^n  moiior^.  by  Mr.  Gore,  to  insert,  after  '' ap-  ' 
pliiJaDt,"in  line  216.  the  following  words:  "and 
thff  authority  of  the  bank  to  pay  its  uutes  other- 
wise than  h{  specie,  shall  be  expressed  on  such 
no3"^,"  it  w-a|s  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
13>iays  18.  lis  follows: 

tftis— Mofisrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin. 
G^iard,  Gernjan,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter. 
K(|T,  King,  .Mimbert,  .Mason,  and  Thompson. 

J*"— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barrv,  Bibb, 
Ci^ce,  Condit.  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  RoberU, 
Rrjinson,  J^mith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnum, 
W^b,  and  Wjiarton. 

C|D  the  qjpstion.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
an.k.read  a  Jhird  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
ten|jned  in  t)ie  affirmative— yeas  IS,  nays  15,  as 
foi;^^s :         ; 

iis — Mfssfrs.  Andtrson,  Barbour,  Barry.  Bibb, 
c,  Condi(,.Howcll,  Kerr.  Lacock.  .Morrow,  RoberU 
nson,  Smi^h.  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnum,  and 
rton.         ; 

Ts— McKJirs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
rd,  Germiin,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter. 
,  Lambert^  .Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 


Saturday,  February  11. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  for  concurrence 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readin<^. 

Ttie  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the 
militia  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1S15;"  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
Hojse  accordingly.  On  the  question.  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  of  unproductive  post  road.s, 
and  also  a  list  of  contracts  made  in  theyear  1814; 
which  were  read. 

.Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  provision  for  subsisting  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  by  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissaries  of  subsistence,"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  read 
a  third  lime ;  and  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
pass?  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
18,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

^  Ykas — Messrs.  .\nder8on,  Barbour,  Barrj,  Bibb, 
Chace.  Condit,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  RoberU,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Wharton. 

Nats— .Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  .Mason,  and  Thompson! 

So  It  was  Rtsolted.  That  thi>,  bill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 
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Monday.  February  13. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1815,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment."  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1815  ;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  toauthorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales 
certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and  organized 
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by  any  Slate,  to  serve   fn   lieu   of  the    militia 
thereof." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith.  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  directing  the  manner  of  contracts  and  pur- 
chases in  the  Navy  Department,  and  for  promo- 
ting economy  therein;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Tait,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  reliel  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late 
county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory, 
who  suffered  by  earthquakes."  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, which  was  disagreed  to;  and  an  amend- 
ment having  been  agreed  to.  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '•  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perkins  ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  ii  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Martin,of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
confined  in  prison  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States^ 
praying  to  be  released  therefrom,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Hunter,  Fro.mentin,  and  Brown,  were  appoint- 
ed I  he  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  billV  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time/  it  was  determined 
to  the  affirmative— yeas  13,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

^''*8 — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Daggett,  Fro- 
mentin. Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsborough.  Gore,  Hunter, 
King,  Smith,  ThompHon,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Condit,  German,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wharton. 
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Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  lollowing  resolutions,  which 
were  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Resolved,  by  the  Smnfe  and  Hoiixe  of  Representa- 
hvea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Comrrets  as- 
sembied,  1  hat  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  g.ven  to  Major  (Jeneral  Jackson,  and 
through  him  to  the  olFicers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular 
army,  of  the  miluia,  and  ihe  volunteers,  under  his  imme- 
diate command,  for  their  uniform  gallantry  and  good 
conduct,  conspicuously  displayed  against  the  enemy 
from  the  lime  of  his  landing  before  New  Orleans,  until 
his  final  expulsion  therefrom  ;  and  particularly  for 
their  distinguished  gallantry,  skill,  and  good  conduct, 
on  the  8th  of  January  last,  in  repulsing,  with  great 
slaughter,  a  numerous  British  array  of  chosen  veteran 


roops,  when  attempting,  by  a  bold  and  daring  attack 
to  storm  and  carry  the  works  hastily  thrown  up  for  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  by  obtaming  a  most  sig- 
nal  and  complete  victory  over   the   enemy,  with  a  dij. 
annid  "^^   ^"  ^"^^^  unexampled    in  raUitary 

Resolved  Th,it  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal,  with 
devices  emblematical  of  this  splendid  achievement,  and 
presented  to  Major  General  Jackson,  as  a  testimony  of 
the  high  sense  enterUined  by  Congress  of  the  judicious 
and  distinguished  part  he  acted  on  this  glorious  and 
memorable  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolution  to  be 
communicated  to  Major  General  Jackson,  in  such 
terms  as  he  may  deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to 
the  objects  thereof. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  following  resolutions,  which  were  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading  : 

Resolved,  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  Congress  entertains  a  high  sense  of 
the  patriotism,  fidelity,  real,  and  courage,  with  which 
the  people  of  Louisiana  promptly  and  unanimously 
stepped  forth,  under  circumstances  of  imminent  danger 
from  a  powerful  invading  army,  in  defence  of  all  the 
individual,  social,  and  pohtical  rights  held  dear  by  man. 
Congress  declare  and  proclaim,  that  the  brave  Louisi- 
anians  deserve  well  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  generosity,  benevolence,  and  humanity  displayed 
by  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  in  voluntarily  affording 
the  best  accommodations  in  their  power,  and  giving  the 
kindest  attentions  to  the  wounded,  not  only  of  our  own 
army,  but  also  to  the  wounded  prisoners  of  a  fallen 
though  vindictive  foe. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be 
communicated  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Lou- 
isiana, accompanied  with  the  request  that  he  cause  the 
greatest  possible  publicity  to  be  given  to  them  for  the 
information  of  the  whole  people  of  Louisiana. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  quieting 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the 
further  consideration  'thereof  was  postponed  to, 
add  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^hole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ' 
act  making  provision  for  subsisting  me  Army  of 
the  United  Slates,  by  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissaries  of  subsistence,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee  ;  and,  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  tiie  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading: 
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esolved,  Th«t  CongrcM  entertain  a  high  s«n«e  of 

valor  and,  good  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Pat- 
on,  of  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  seamen,  at- 

cii  to  hiij  command,  for  their  prompt  and  efficient 
peration  with  General  Jackson  in   the  late  gallant 

successfi^l  defence  of  the  city  of  New   Orleans, 
n  assailed;  by  a  powerful  British  force. 
lesolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
Talor  and  good  conduct  of  Major  Daniel  Carmick, 

e  officer's^ non-commissioned  officers,  and  marines, 
er  his  confmand,  in  the  defence  of  the  said  city,  on 
late  memorable  occasion. 

If.  HoR.-ifY,  subnoitted  the  following  naoiion  : 
evolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
pu  »  of  the  Striate,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be 
a^lointed  on  ihe  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to.^iquire  ini«  the  expediency  of  causing  the  chambers 
ac^y resent  or.jupied  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
o^thtrs  in  fhe  same  building,  to  be  altered  and  fitted 
uQor  the  bet'er  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses. 

^'hc  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comraitlee  of  the 
T^ijole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
a?|concerniog  Mattnew  Guy,  John  Woodward, 
SiJ'Juel  Tennison,aud  Wilfred  Drury."  together 
Wdli  the  amendnietils  reported  thereto  by  the 
S'Njci  committee. 

j^iVi  moiioo.  by  Mr.  Taylor,  that  the  further 
c-.j5ideratioB  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
NSoday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  ihe 
ai^rmative — yeas  14,  nays  11,  as  follows  : 

'i%.k» — M.'ssrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Condit.  Daggett, 
Fj^ltoentin,  (Jaillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  King,  Tnit, 
T^'Jor,  Thompson,  TUmer,  and  V'arnum. 

:Mi.Ts — Mewrs.  Bibl),  German,  CJiles,  Hunter,  Kerr, 
I!ij0>ck,  Morniw,  Roberts,  Smith,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

:^be  Sennle  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Wjicle.  the  .bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  and 
Pf^meni  of  certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the 
m^iiia  ;  an.l'on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further 
CfSjBtderalioo  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
li^order  of  Jhe  day  for,  Thur>day  next. 

♦*L'be  Sena-.e  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 


r.i^iu 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  amended  ;  and  the 
President  reported  them  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  these  resolutions  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  lime  as  amended?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  patriotism  and 
good  conduct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  and 
New  Orleans,  during  the  late  military  operations 
before  that  city,  were  read  the  second  lime  and 
considered  as  iu  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and, 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported  them 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  these  resolutions  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  sallantry  and 
good  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Patterson, 
Major  D.  Carmick,  and  of  the  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  under  their  command,  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  were  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  on  the 
question.  Shall  these  resolutions  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county 
of  New  Madrid,  in  the  .Missouri  Territory,  who 
sijffi.>red  bv  earthquakes,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved.  Thai  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  subsisting  the  army  of  the 
United  States  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
commissaries  of  subsistence,"  were  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Perkins,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pas.sed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 

rnit- 


S^'anSt^ee^th^^^^^^^         '"  veterinary  sur-    and  others  having  been  reported  by  the  com 
^is ,  ana  agreed  tliereio.  .  ,        .,  t«-'  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third    I 

pjhe  Senate  resumed   the  consideration  of  the    On  ihe  question?  Shair  this  bill  pass?  !t  wa, 


r«^  Jution  reported,  the  9th  instant,  by  the  coin- 
njtliee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  19th  Janu- 
afy,  the  rtsolution  relative  to  compensation  to 
ijJi^VTduals  whose  property  may  have  been  de- 
s5rj<A'ed  during  the  war,  by  the  constituted  au- 
ll$5::ilies  of  tte  United  Slates ;  and  agreed  thereto. 


5r^  ■■  Tuesday,  February  14. 

f^rjhie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issu- 
fif  Treasury  notes  for  ihe  service  of  the  year 
J,;'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
Sfj|(i.-t  comnuttee  to  consider  and  report  the 
ai5tj  ^|Iessrs.  Smith,  King,  and  Taylor,  wei 


reon  ; 

,.      ,    ,  ,      -re  ap- 

pftiUt-d  the  commiltee. 

f^Wf   resolutions  expressive  of  the   thanks   of 

Cf;;g?ess   tu  .Major   General   Jackson,   and    ihe 

trt>pfl  under   his  command,  lor  their  gallantry 

arta  epod  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 

w>T{i  fead   the  second   time  and  considered  as  in 
».  J  < 
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I  me. 
pass  .'  It  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative— yeas  15,  nays  14.  as 

follows:  ■  ' 

.  ^'V*— Messrs.  .\nderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromeu- 
tin,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kerr, 
King,  Lambert,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Chace,  Condit,  (Jerman.  La- 
cock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Talbot,  Tail,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Vamum,  and  Wharton. 

So  It  wa^  Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others." 

A  mesjage  from  the  Hou?e  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
\A  ^.^^^'^^^'^^s  "f  the  Senate  lo  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1S15,"  with  an 
amendment;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  -An  act  making  provision  for  clothing 
the  militia  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 


^ 


237 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


238 


February,  1815. 


Defence  of  New  Orleans. 


Senate. 


States;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  to  give  security  for  the  faithful 
application  and  disbursement  of  the  contingent 
funds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives;" in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  February  15. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait.  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision 
for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales,  by 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissaries  of 
subsistence."  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  two  bills  brought  up  yesterday  lor  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  I 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  ' 
commiltee  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing the  chambers  at  present  occupied  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  or  others  in  the  same  build- 
ing, to  be  allereil  and  fitted  up,  for  their  better 
accommodation,  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
considered  as  in  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  ;  and 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on 
the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  lime?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1815,"  and  concurred  therein. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  States  was  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  referred  lo 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1815."  to  con- 
sider an  I  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  Michael 
Jones  and  W.  Bond,  the  Register  and  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys  for  the  district  of  Kaskaskia. 
praying  additional  compensation  for  iheir  ser- 
vices ;  for  reasons  stated  at-large  in  the  petition  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commiltee  lo 
whom  was  referred,  the  21st  September  last,  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 


ed  by  unanimous  consent,  passed  unanimously 
as  follows :  " 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  Congress  enterUin  a  high  sense  of  the 
patriotism,  fidelity,  zeal,  and  courage,  with  which  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  promptly  and  unani- 
mously stepped  forth,  under  circumstances  of  imminent 
danger  from  a  powerful  invading  army,  in  defence  of 
all  the  individual,  social,  and  political  rights,  held  dear 
by  man.  Congress  declare  and  proclaim,  that  the 
brave  Louisianians  deserve  well  of  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  generosity,  benevolence,  and  humanity,  displayed 
by  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  in  voluntarily  affording 
the  best  accommodations  in  their  power,  and  giving 
the  kindest  attentions  to  the  wounded,  not  only  of  our 
own  army,  but  also  to  the  wounded  prisoners  of  a  van- 
quished foe. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be 
communicated  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Lou- 
isiana, accompanied  with  a  request  that  he  cause  the 
greatest  possible  publicity  to  be  given  to  them  for  the 
information  of  the  whole  people  of  Louisiana. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Patterson  :ind 
Major  D.  C.irmick.  and  of  the  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines  under  their  command,  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  having  been  reported  by  ihe 
coiumillee  correctly  e. grossed,  were  read  a  third 
lime,  and  pa-sed  unanimously,  as  follows: 

Resolved  bi/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  'J'hat  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Pat- 
tcrson,  of  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  seamen,  at- 
tached to  his  command,  for  their  prompt  and  efficient 
co-operation  with  General  Jackson,  in  the  late  gallant 
and  successful  defence  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
when  assailed  by  a  powerful  British  force. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  .Major  Daniel  Carmick, 
of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  marines, 
under  his  command,  in  the  defence  of  the  said  city,  on 
the  late  memorable  occasion. 


DEFENCE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  patriotism  and 
good  conduct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  and  of 
New  Orleans,  during  the  late  military  operations 
before  that  city,  having  been  reported  by  the 
coinmitiee  correctly  engrossed,  were  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,  and  having  been  further  amend- 


The   resolutions  expressive   of   the   thanks   of 
Congress    to    .Major   General    Jackson,   and    the 
troops  under   iiis  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  ihe  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
having  been  reported  by  the  commiltee  correctly 
engrossed,  were  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed  unanimously,  as  follows: 
^       Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  <f  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they 
arc    hereby,   given   to   .Major   General    Jackson,   and, 
through  him,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  of  the  mihtia,  and  of  the  volunteers  under 
his  immediate  command,  and  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers charged  with  the  defence  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  for 
their  uniform   gallantry  and  good  conduct,  conspicu- 
ously displayed  against  the  enemy,  from  the  time  of 
his  landing  before  New  Orleans  until  his  final  expul- 
sion from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  particularly  for 
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u~v  last,  in  repulsing,  with  great  slaughter,  a  nume- 
r9^  British  army  of  chosen  veteran  troops,  when 
aiioipting,  jy  a  bold  and  daring  attack,  to  storm  and 
cj»jgy  the  works  hastily  thrown  up  for  the  defence  of 
N^-*  Orleans,  and  thereby  obtaining  a  most  signal  and 
c<si^plete  victory  over  the  enemy,  with  a  disparity  of 
l^>5f  on  his  part,  unexampled  in  military  annals. 

.tt»o/red.  That  the  President  of  the 'United  States 
U  Jcquestod  to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal,  with 
dc  If  <w  emblematical  of  this  splendid  achievement,  and 
p».-f*nted  to  Major  General  Jackson,  as  a  testimony  of 
t-^'-'hxsii^  sense  entertained  by  Congress,  of  his  judi- 
ci..«j  and  distinguished  cond'uct  on  that  memorable 
oc-.^lion. 

^'tfolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bpif'^tuested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be 
cojjhunjcatfcd  to  Major  General  Jackson,  in  such 
t«i^  AS  he  tnay  deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to 
th»  tlbjects  thereof. 

•  ^ben  the;  above  resolutions  were  under  con- 
sidjcciion,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  addres.sed 
ih^  Chair,  as'  follows  : 

^r.  President:  Having  the  honor  to  represent 
thv^State  ««hich  has  been  the  theatre  of  ihe 
events  whicli  it  is  the  object  of  these  resolutions 
to*<»nimemorate,  it  might  be  considered  an  evi- 
de^)»  of  greet  insen^^ibility  on  my  part,  did  I  not 
rit^  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  my  most  hearty 
ap-^robation  of  them. 

•fiie  reflecting  mind,  in  reviewing  the  eventful 
mcysores  bw  which  the  people  of  Louisiana  have 
b(se3li  conducted  from  a  position  of  extreme  peril 
t(4.«?  state  of  perfect  security,  is  irresistibly  led  to 
a^dowledge  the  protecting  hand  of  an  all-wise 
ao-beneficpsit  Providence,  whose  dispensations 
it,4is  our  duty,  in  qrateful  humility,  to  revere. 

jThe  richi'sjt  reward  which  a  nation  can  bestow 
ofiVs  distinguished  benefactors,  is  to  be  found  in 
tlj.^unanimoiljs  expression  of  a  nation's  gratitude. 
Oil  no  occa.ibn  has  the  united  voice  of  national 
fe-liirg  been  more  distinctly  heard,  than  on  that 
w^lcii  IS  th."  subject  of  our  present  deliberation^ 
T:^  raeasurfs  adopfed  by  General  Jackson  for 
thiifproicctiou  of  Louisiana,  and  their  happy  re- 
sulfc^.  have  bven  succinctly  detailed  in  his  own 
siri^ple.  perspicuous,  and  luodest  narrative.     It  is 


noftjnow  nere>sary  to  recapitulate  the  facts.  It  is 
en.Ji^h  that  we  fix  our  admiring  eyes  on  their 
fojftjoate  results.  If  to  disconcert  the  'rirrantic 
pk*sot  the  enemy—to  disappoint  his  extrlv'arrant 
ex  Vctations^to  humble  his  pride— to  destroy  a 
gr<*;t  part  ol  his  hitherto  invincible  army— to  ex- 
pel^hem  from  our  soil,  rind  save  a  Slate  to  the 
Ui,-)n.  and  Ca  accomplish  all  with  a  comparative 
los^rexampled  in  military  annals,  can  entitle  a 
bra#e  general. and  a  gallant  army  to  the  thanks 

y'^^^rT-1  •''^"f''^*  "'''"  are  GeneralJackson 
an^hfs  followers  eutiiled  to  the  wreath  prepared 
foi^jem  by  tfjese  resolutions.  I  shall  not  follow 
thc-1jl«!livercr  of  Louisiana  through  the  bljze  of 
bartle  and  ihefehout,.  of  victory  ;  I  am  not  .so  weak 
as  }o^ believe  ijiat  my  feeble  voice  can  add  lustre 

me." 


to  *e^s  like, hi.— to  de.ds  without  a  name.  • 

iriijttars  of   admiration  and  gratitude  winch    n».pn  v.,/,i.  ,         ...     -  -       /  — 

mo^:en  every  eye  whilst  surveying  sceneV  ke    Z.r  fr      '/'  "^'  ^"'^  '"  '^"''^'  '''^  P^^'J'CtiODs  of 
l^  \  ^     °  ^^°''"^^"^^''^"«nds.  and  efface  the  unfavorable  prejudices 


these,  admonish  me,  that  it  is  best  to  indulge  in 
the  silent  sentiment  of  unutterable  joy. 

The  array  of  General  Jackson  was  principally 
composed  ot  militia  corps,  a  species  of  force  hith- 
erto not  considered  as  the  raosi  eflScient,  which 
had  been  hastily  collected  from  the  Slates  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory.  It  is  equally  honorable  to  these 
soldiers,  and  to  their  commander,  that  no  jealous- 
ies or  dissensions  disturbed  the  harmony  of  their 
camp,  and  that  all  united  in  facing  the  foe  with  a 
courage,  an  energy,  and  enthusiasm,  rarely  wit- 
nessed in  an  army  of  veteran  troops.  All  were 
animated  by  the  same  soul,  and  the  only  contest 
which  existed  among  them' was,  who  should  be 
foremost  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

The  citizens  of  Kentucky,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  our  present  struggle,  have  obtained  a 
character  so  elevated  for  patriotism  and  devotion 
to  the  best  interests  of  their  country,  that  it  can 
receive  no  additional  lustre  from  any  expression^ 
I  can  employ.     The  Statetof  Tennessee  has  ex'- 
alted  claims  to  the  approbation  of  the  nation 
To  that  State  we  are  indebted  for  the  safety  of 
our   country   when   threatened    by   our    savage 
neighbors,  and  the  part  which  her  citizens  have 
acted  on  the  late  ever  memorable  occasion   will 
afford  to  their  latest  posterity  a  rich  repast  m  the 
page  of  impartial  history.     One-third  of  the  mili- 
tia ol  this  State,  having  no  exposed  frontier  to 
protect,  and  threatened  by  no  immediate  danger 
cheerfully  left  their  friends  and  their  families  and 
Hew  to  the  assistance  of  Louisiana.     Generous 
people!  on  behalf  of  those  you  have  succored  m 
the  hour  of  peril,  I  thank  you-frora  my  heart  I 
thank  you ! 

Reflect  Mr.  President,  on  the  rapid  march  of 
General  Coffee  and  his  volunteers  to  Mobile,  to 
Pen.sacola    to  ^ew  Orleans,  a  distance  of  more 
than  one  thousand  miles.     Consider  the  diflScul- 
iies  ol  the  route,  and  y..u  will  admire  the  perse- 
verance of  the  commander,  and  the  patience  and 
discipline  of  his  troops,  as  much  as  you  will  ap- 
plaud the  undaunted  bravery  they  displayed  on 
ihememorable  eighth  of  January.    See  the  brave 
and  indefatigable  Carroll  descending  the  Missis- 
sippi with  an  army  of  three  thousand  men,  and 
accornphshing  his  voyage   in   a  space   of  time 
considered  too  short  to  enable  the  greedy  specu- 
lator, in  search  of  a  market,  to  conduct  a  sinale 
ark  to  the  same  point  of  destination.   It  is  to  su'ch 
men,  and  to  .such  exertions  as  these,  that  Louisi- 

Hflde  shall   be  considered   a    virtue,  shall   these 
brave  men  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance. 

On  so  much  of  these  resolutions,  and  other  res- 
olutions now  under  consideration,  as  relate  to  the 
luiIiiM  and  people  of  Louisiana,  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  become  me  to  enlarge.  Attached,  as  I 
lee  mysell  to  the  generous  people  of  that  State, 
by  the  recollection  of  a  thousand  proofs  they  have 
given  me  of  their  kindness  and  confidence.  1  could 
not  prole.ss  to  be  their  impartial  eulogist.  That 
their  conduct  on  the  late  trying  emergency  has 
been  s_uch    as  nof  only  to  fulfil  the  predictions  of 
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of  those  who  until  now  were  strangers  to  their' 
true  character,  but  also  to   receive  the  approba- 
tion of  the  nation,  is  to  me  a  source  of  inexpressi-  ; 
ble  pleasure.  ; 

Mr.  President,  I  fondly  hope  that  the  dawn  of' 
peace  is  about  to  break  upon  our  b-loved  coun-  I 
try.     Cheered  by  its  benignant  rays  we  look  into  ' 
futurity,  and  calculate  the  influence  which  the 
recent  events  at  New  Orleans  may  have  upon  the  ' 
destinies  of  this  nation.     To  foreign  Powers,  the 
lesson  taught  by  them  will  be  full  of  instruction.  ' 
From  the  fate  of  a  powerful  army  invading  a  ! 
portion   of  our  country,  hitherto  considered  the  ' 
most  assailable,  they  will  learn  that  freemen,  im-  I 
pressed  with  a  sense  of  the  value  of  their  rit^hts. 
and  armed  in  defence  of  their  own   soil,  are   in- 
vincible.    At  home,  the  effects  of  these  brilliant  i 
achievements   will  be    salutary  and    beneficent. 
Should   the   inhabitants  of  any    portion  ol   this 
Union,    from    incorrect   sources   of   information.  '* 
have  received  impressions  unfriendly  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  let  them  reflect  ' 
on  the  events  of  the  8th  of  January,  and  those  ! 
impressions  will  be  completely  obliterated.     The 
ties  of  interest  and  of  aflection,  which  have  long  I 
attached  the  Western  Slates  to  Louisiana,  have 
now  become  indissoluble.     The  purple  stream  of 
their  best  blood   has  united  and  mingled  in  the  j 
same  channel,  and  has  at  once  cemented  their  ' 
union  and  that  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  of  Louisiana,  addressed  the 
Chair,  as  follows — 

Mr.  President:  The  resolutions  now  under 
consideration  seem  to  call  for  a  few  remarks 
from  those  who  have  the  honor  to  represent  on 
this  floor  the  country  upon  whose  inhabitants  the 
mark  of  signal  favor  contemplated  by  the  n  solu- 
tions is  now  proposed  to  be  conferred.  It  would 
ill  become  me  on  this  occasion  to  affect  a  vain 
modesty,  equally  injurious  to  the  virtues  which  ; 
have  deserved,  and  to  the  generous  discernment  ' 
which  IS  going  to  bestow  ajiprobaiion. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  often  been  called  upon,  ' 
since  the  beginning  of  this  war,  to  give  thanks  to 
the  intrepidity  of  our  military  leaders,  and  the  un-  | 
daunted  bravery  of  their  troops.     We  have  just  | 
now.  by  a   unanimous    vote,  awarded  the  same  [ 
tribute  to  Jackson  and  to  his  followers.     To  Jack- 
son — this  name  henceforth  wants    none  of  the 
meretricious    epithets  of  courtesy— to   Jackson,  I 
whose  laurels  on  the  ever  memorable  bth  of  Jan-  ' 
uary  will  adorn  the  fairest  page  of  American  mil-  ' 
itary    history  :— to   Jackson,   whosn    unheard    of  I 
achievements,  having  no  precedents  in  the  past   ' 
seem  to  bid  defiance  to  the  future.     Through  this  I 
beloved  General  we  gave   the  sarue  unanimous 
thanks  to  his  followers.     I  will  not,  sir.  give  them  ' 
the  surname  of  invincibles  ;  be  it  enough  for  their  ' 
glory,  that  they  have  proved  to  the  world  that  if.  1 
until   they   landed  in  Louisiana,   the  soldiers  of 
Lord    Wellington   had    been    uuconquered,  they 
were  not  unconquerable. 

Sir,  with  heartfelt  gratitude  I  joined  in  the  vote 
just  given  in  honor  ol  those  valiant  men.  Let  us 
now  pass  Irom  the  review  of  the  brilliant  and  ex- 
terminating virtues  exhibited  on  the  field  of  battle 


Sbnatc. 


to  the  contemplation  of  the  modest  and  savine 
virtues  exhibited  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

So  far  had  the  campaign  in  Florida  been  pro- 
longed beyond  the  lime  contemplated  at  its  be- 
ginning, that  Winter  was  threatening,  before  the 
Tennessee  militia,  under  General  Coffee,  hastily 
collected  for  a  Summer  expedition,  were  disband- 
ed, to  be  recalled  again  under  the  banners  of  their 
country  before  they  had  reached  their  homes,  in 
order  todefend  a  distant  State  against  the  invasion 
of  an  enemy  more  numerous  and  more  formida- 
ble than  the  enemy  they  had  subdued.  So  ardent 
and  so  anxious  was  the  zeal  of  our  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  brethren,  headed  by  Carroll.  Thomas 
and  Adair,  that,  regardless  of  the  inclemencies  of 
the  approaching  season,  they  listened  to  no  voice 
but  the  voice  of  their  invaded  country  ;  they  were 
sensible  of  no  want,  but  the  want  of  meeting  the 
enemy. 

Already  had  the  Mississippi  received  the  brave 
who  were  destined  to  add  such  a  celebrity  to  its 
fame  ;  already  had  its  rapid  current  brought  them 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  spot  polluted  with 
the  foot  of  an  invading  foe  ;  a  more  terrible  enemy 
than  the  one  they  were  ready  to  encounter  had 
nearly  overcome  them. 

Frost,  threatened  in  his  long  enjoyed  empire 
over  the  Northern  Lakes  of  America,  made  an  ef- 
fort in  December  last  to  establish  his  empire  over 
the  mouth  as  it  has  usurped  it  over  the  head  of 
theMississippi.*  Not  farfrom  thetropics  the  ruth- 
less invader  shook  his  icy  bristles  ;  for  a  few  days 
the  mouths  of  our  creeks  were  sealed  up  by  the 
tyrant;  but  assistance  was  at  hand  from  above. 
This  Winter.  Mr.  President,  was  fertile  with  prod- 
igies. A  genial  sun  had  arisen  in  the  West,  whose 
powerful  and  revivifying  rays  soon  expelled  the 
monster,  and  compelled  him  to  fly  back  to  his  un- 
controlled patrimonial  haunts  in  the  caverns  of 
fheLakes.and  in  therecesses  of  the  wildernesses  of 
Canada — a  forerunner,  Mr.  President,  of  the  fate 
which  in  a  few  days  was  to  befall  his  co-invader 
and  British  ally.  Have  I.  Mr.  President,  in  at- 
tempting to  give  you  an  idea  of  a  natural  phe- 
nomenon in  Louisiana,  given  you  a  true  picture 
of  the  real  scenes  which,  in  the  meantime,  were 
acting  on  that  interesting  theatre? 

Yet.  during  the  temporary  reign  of  the  tyrant, 
our  soldiers,  lor  the  reasons  above  stated  unpre- 
pared to  withstand  his  attacks,  were  suffering  se- 
verely. Are  those  brave  men  who  have  sacrificed 
everything  to  run  to  the  relief  of  their  distant 
friends,  to  be  doomed  to  fall  a  victim  to  their  own 
generosity?  Forbid  it  humanity,  forbid  it  pa- 
triotism, forbid  it  gratitude  ! 

I  wish,  Mr.  President.  I  had  it  in  my  power  to 
delineate  with  proper  colors  the  interesting  spec- 
tacle which  New  Orleans  exhibited  in  those  dis- 
tressing days.  Not  a  man  unengaged  in  repelling 
the  enemy,  not  a  woman  not  affording  the  most 


•  It  is  a  fact,  not  less  true  than  extraordinary,  that,  on 
the  23d  December  last,  when  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  Northern  Lakes  were  quite  free  from  ice,  the  Bayou 
Su  John,  behind  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  was  frozen 
over. 
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z»dU)U3  assistance  and  co-operaiioD  in  preparing 

-feuhing  anjd   every  other  necessary  comfort  fo* 

tt^u  proteciors!     Accompany  me,  Mr.  President. 

lilun  these  walls,  a  few  days  ago  the  asylum  of 

irtdreds  of  young   females,  taught  by  the  pre- 


mittee,  to  consist  of  five  member*,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs. 
Bibb.  Barbour.  Smith,  Daggett,  and  Chace. 
were  appointed  the  committee. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


'    .  1  ..       1       ^    — i '  •"-rs"'   "J    ""=   H"^  rt  iucor><iKc  irum  lue  nouse  oi  i\.ei)resentativp<: 

C5,pis  and  by  the  examples  ot  their  pious  and  re- '  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
s.*-'f?table  mistresses  a      thp  vimiPsi  anrl  oil    .i,„    ^    k;ii   .....;. i..j  *.  a  _    -—   .-      .l         .     .    ,  ':.*^\" 


sj|.'f?table  mistresses  all  the  virtues  and  all  the 
atcomplishiuenis,  which  are  soon  to  be  the  orna- 
njjols  of  society.  How  changed  is  the  scene! 
'^Jose  grares,  never  before  opened  but  to  Religion, 
at  DOW  tlirown  open  for  the  reception  of  suffer- 
*fe»  of  bleeding  humanity  !  Under  the  pious  di- 
rfcuon  of  their  respectable  religious  chief,  the 
rininery  of  New  Orleans  is  converted  into  an  hos- 
jja^  lor  our  sick  and  wounded  !  The  holy  flame 
h&rQads  wiil>  rapidity  !  Every  soldier  in  a  distant 
Ijjiii  has  foqnd  a  brother !     Every  sick  individual 


a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah 
Coolidge  and  James  Burnham."  in  which  bill 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  parsed 
lo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  David  Darden  " 
reported  it  without  amendment.  ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock.  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 


bjsfound  ajfamily!  "^g  the  salary  of  the  Sergeant-at-Armsof  the  Sen- 

J.Mr  Pres^ent,  I  rejoice  that  the  resolution  re-  ate,  with  leav'e  to  report  by  bill  or  otherw.  e  and 
?,',ni.l[     ■  ^'T'^^^'  Chairman  of  the  Military  '  Messrs.  Lacock.  Anderso.n.  and  Barbour  'were 

(.^.mmtte...  embraces    the   ca-es    I  have    briellv    appointed  the  committee.      '  *"^  "^««°^«' ^''"^ 

aiJuded  to.  ,  Sir :  Valor  is  the  natural  growth  of        "     " 

^"f^ry  clira«*  of  this  extensive  empire.     Even  in 

i\.4  very  lejv  actions  during  this  war  in  which 

*^lory  difj'not  perch  on  our  banners,  as  evinced 

f^a  late  tie^.ebrated  case  connected  with  thecap- 

t^Ve   of  tUi$   city,  scrutinizing  justice  has  pro- 

i^uaced  t4at  examples  of  conspicuous  individual 

t^^very  hiijje  not  been  wanting.     I  shall  always 


Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  petition  of  William 
•Malcom  and  others,  owners  of  the  privateer  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  United  States  to  release  their 
claim  to  certain  prizes  captured  by  them,  as  stated 
in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afl'airs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

:•■  proud  04  ,heopp-o»u,:,7ra'ir„rd-ed"7o  ^aVlo  i  o„;^™.'r',':"l°;t  '^^Z^^^^Z^^:! ^^ 

il»—- the  stcond  has  heajpfi  ihp  ti„,ii„,t..  „f  »  ki„».i    I       n^,i^„i    t,,    '    ,, 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Horsey.  Fromentin, 
an(j  UoLDSBORouGH.  be  the  committee  on  tbe 
part  of  the  Senate. 


ii  *"'  "^^tr  '•        wrong  to  encourage  humanity  ? 

^lur,  Hinpnily— Inseparable  sisters!  The 
sl;has  d«l;vered  our  country  from  an  invading 
ig—the  stcond  has  healed  the  woundsof  a  bleed' 
If?  friend,  and  of  a  bleeding  enemy— .ince  no 
l||.ger  with'arms  in  their  hands,  to  be  treated  as 
aSr.end.  J:toih  united  will  continue  to  .secure  lo 
cjjr  arms  inf  favor  jf  an  avenging  and  merciful 

T.  '  t  "^''^  '^'*'''  ^'^"^  *  vanquished  enemy. 
PJ  obtain  1pm  an. admiring  world,  the  applause 
le  to  a  coiqueror  terrible  in  battle-in  victory 

STCllul.        j  ' 


i 


Friday,  February  17. 
Mr.  Giles  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
relerred  the  bill  entitled  -An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Sninnick,  and  Shuultz  and  Vogeler,  of 
L-hrisiian  Chapman,  and  the  legal  representative 
ul  John  Calef.  deceased."  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 


llHURSDAY.  February  16. 

Mr.  LacoL  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
Jerred  the' bill,  entitled  -An  act  for  the  relief 

ojjisaac  ainlih  and  Bratton  Caldwell  "  rpnnrt^.l     k«  ;^-»      7' i v..,,ujuiiiirc  on  jnimarv  Aiiairs 

itlvirhout  ujuendment.  ^«'''^^"'     ^^PO^ted     ^c  .n«tructrd  to  consider  the  propriety  of  reducing  the 

Mr.  KIN.;   trom  the  committee  to  whom   was 


lol  the  Wthole.  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
U..   BiBii.  presented   the   petition  of  ThonTas 
and  Olivers,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
inSioa,  praywg  the  division  and  sale  of  ceriaio 

x^^^:i:;;^^f''/:---^-.thep:;;: 


;  Which  .as  read,  and  referred  to  a  :.^a  c^:  j  re^JZll;. 


subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  increasing 
the  conipen.sation  allowed  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
01  the  Senate;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  Smith,  from  The  committee  to  whom  was 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 


i 
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issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  !  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  by 
year  1815,"  reported  it  with  amendments,  which  1  law  to  release  all  or  any  claims  of  the  United  States  to 
were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  penalties  or  forfeitures,  undor  acts  which  have  imposed 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further  consid-  prohibitions  or  temporary  restrictions  on  commercial 
eration  thereof  was  postponed  until  lo-raorrow.        intercourse,  and  to  discontinue  all  prosecutions  therc- 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Sal-     '^r,  upon  payment  of  costs  legally  incurred, 
tu-s.  Son,  and  Company,  merchants,  of  the  city        On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow. 
of  New  York,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.        Resolved,  That   a  committee   be  appointed  to 

The    bill,  entitled  "An  act   for  the  relief  of  ,  inquire,  whether  the  act  for  establishing  tradin-r- 


requiring 

tary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  tiie  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  give  security  for  the  faithful  applica- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  contingent  funds  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives."  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Tiie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
clothing  the  luililia  called  into  the  .service  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  tune,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  lo  con- 
sider and  report  thereun. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
David  Darden." 


Onlered.  That  Messrs.  Morrow.  Anoerso.n. 
and  Barry,  be  the  committee. 

ILLEGAL  SEIZUKE  OF  A  VESSEL. 
The   President  communicated   the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
on  the  petition  of  Gould  Hoyt.  referred  to  him  by 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant;  and 
the  report  was  read.     It  is  as  follows : 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  the  petition 
of  Gould    Hoyt  was  referred    by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  passed  the   9th  of  February,    1815,  having 
considered  the  same,  in  obedience  to  that  resolution, 
has  the  honor  to  report  : 

That  the  petition  contains  various  allegations  which 


On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  are  not  supported  by  any  evidence  that  is  either  pro- 
time?  U  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  duced  by  the  petitioner,  or  posses-sed  by  the  Treasury 
bill  was  lost.  Department:  and  that  it  contains  various  complaints, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  which  arc  either  founded  upon  such  imperfections  of 

Whole,  the  con<'ideratioii  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  judicial  institutions  of  the  United  States  as  cannot 


the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain  claims  for 
the  services  of  the  militia;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  .Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the 


constitute  the  peculiar  grievance  of  the  petitioner,  or 
upon  such  conduct  in  the  public  officers  of  the  district 
of  IS'cw  York  as  would,  it  is  believed,  receive  from 
them  a  satisfactory  explanation,  were  an  opportunity 
alTordod  for  that  purpose. 

That,  under  these  circumstances,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  presumes  that  he  shall  best  discharge  his 
duty  to  the  Senate  by  stating  the  facts  of  the  case  re- 


right  of  pre-emption  in  the  juirchase  of  lands  to    ferrod  to  him,  according  U)   the  evidence  which  is  in 
certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana  Territory," reported 
it  with  amendments. 


Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
ref«'rred  the  bill,  entitled  -An  act  to  amend  the 
act.  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide 
fur  assfsbing  and  collecting  the  same,  and  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  delraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 
on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches."  reported  it  with  an  additional  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bratton 
Caldwell;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  passed  to  a  third  readme. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion: 
Resolved,  That    the  committee  to  whom  were   ro- 


his  own  possession,  without  dwelling  upon  the  allega- 
tions of  the  petition. 

That,  in  the  year  1809,  the  United  States  and 
France  were  at  peace.  The  island  of  St.  Domingo,  a 
colony  of  France,  had  declared  itself  independent ;  and, 
alter  successive  changes  in  its  form  of  Government, 
two  rival  chiefs,  Christophe  and  Petion,  claimed  the 
sovereignty,  but  France,  in  constant  and  decisive 
terms,  asserted  her  parent  right  to  the  colony ;  and 
the  Amerioan  Government,  so  far  from  recognising 
the  independence  of  ist.  Domingo,  had  passed  two 
laws  prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  such  parts  of  the 
inland  as  were  in  possession  of  the  revolted  subjects  of 
France.  The  violation  of  those  laws,  on  several  occa- 
sions, had  been  the  cause  of  great  inconvenience  to 
tbe  United  States. 

That  it  was  the  jwlicy  of  the  American  Government 
to  avoid  all  participation  in  the  conflict  between  France 
and  her  colony,  as  well  as  in  the  conflict  between  the 
native  comf)etitor8  for  the  sovereignty  of  St.  Domingo; 
and,  therefore,  whatever  might  be  the  indulgence 
shown  to  a  mere  commercial  intercourse  witli  that 
ifland,  after  the  expiration  of  the  acts  of  Congress, 
which  expressly   prohibited  it,  the  (iovernment  never 


ferred  certain  Meatages  of  the  President  of  the  United     ceased  to  watch  with  particular  attention  any  equip- 
States  concerning  foreign  relations,  be  instructed  to  j  ments  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Sutes,  which  were 
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;|{)parently  ^estinctl  to  increase  the  military  raeanp  of 
^ther  of  the,  parties  to  the  insular  war,  or  which  might 
^!  directed  by  the  Government  of  the  island  against 
^le  rioverijinent  of  f'rance.  The  United  States  being 
^♦.  peace  with  all  the  world  in  the  year  1809,  there 
^uld  hardly  be  a  pretext  for  such  equipments,  with  a 
^'pw  to  the  protection  of  American  commerce ;  and 
jbe  armament  of  the  American  merchant  vessels  had 
jot  been  authorized  by  law. 

That  the  »hip  American  Eagle,  which  furnishes  the 

jhject  ot  the  petition  under  consideration,  appears  to 

revc  been  a  large  frigate-built  ship,  formerly  called  the 

^arquiti  of  liansdowne.  captured  by  the  French  from 

iie  British,  and  sola  bv  the  captors  to  American  citi- 

■1,     On  the   18th  of  November,  1809,  information 

is  officially  giTen  to  the  Treasury  Department,  that 

fehis  ship  h^d  Been  for  some  time  repairing  at   New 

fork,  and  was  then  nearly  completed  in  the  very  best 

'inner,  amf  pierced  for  ihirty-sii  guns ;  that  conjec- 

re»  were  various;  that  the  object  in  view  could  not 

1  discovered;  but  that  some  illicit,  some  forced  trade 

^s  no  doubt  in  view."     On  the day  of  Decem- 

^r,  1809,  further  information  was  officially  given  to 

Treasury;  Department,  that   '•  a  vessel   had   lately 

ived  at  Norfolk  with  a  cargo  of  coffee,  under  Swe- 

^h  colors,  vjrhich  was  said  to  belong  to ,  of  New 

.-rk;    that    the  vessel  was   the   schooner   Gustavus, 

j^iptain  .,  or ,  master,  (for  there  were  said  to 

k,  two  captains  on  board  ;)  that  she  went  in  under  a 
•  ■**  °f  <^'s'-'e^*8,  but  was  supposed  to  have  only  sought 
•A  opportunity  of  waiting  for  orders  from  the  owners 
^cunsignee^-;  that  the  cargo  was  said  to  be  the  prop- 
ki*y  of  the  fiovernment  of  Port-au-Prince,  and  de- 
jilifd  to  form  the  funds,  in  part,  for  the  payment  of 
jM.  Amcricari  Eagle,  a  large  ship  understood  to  be  fit- 
M^  out  at  Now  York  for  that  Government,  and  nearly 
ttidy  for  sea.  ' 

t^fhat,  on  receiving  these  communications,  (which 
^jrre  corroborated  by  publications  in  the  newspapers,) 
^'IcHter  wai  addressed  from  this  Department  to  the 
4>^iector  of  New  York,  dated  the  12th  of  December, 
►■aJQ,  stating  the  information  "  that  the  ship  .\mcricaQ 
p-ijjfe  wafl  nr-ting  out  for  Petion,  who  had  purchased 
\ftf,'}  and  o'jsjrvmg  "  that  if  that  be  the  fact,  the  Pres- 
Vvgejit  directed  her  departure  to  be  stopped,  as  embraced 
S^ilie  act  of  the  5th  oi  June.  1794,"  prohibiting  ar- 
ijrfcjnents  withm  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  their 
^trahty.  Hut  it  dots  not  appear  that  anv  act  was 
^i^,  m  pursuance  of  this  authorilv,  conditionally  given 
U'^the  collertdr  of  New  York. 
-^Fhal,  on    the  11th  of  April,  1810,  further  informa- 


tjM  was  oflicially  giv«}n  to  t.le  Treasury  Department 
tijit  "since  tie  letter  of  the  12th  of  December,  1809. 
tjf'khip  AiMorican  Eagle  had  very  little  done  until" 
t!jj|u,  when  twenty  or  thirty  men  were  employed,  and 
tf  re  was  every  appearance  of  soon  getting  'the  ship 
r^r^y  tor  se...  '  And  the  answer  to  this  mforination 
**«  ^iven  on  the  27th  of  April.  1810,  ••  that  if  any 
8<jwfcctory  cMdence  could  be  obtained  of  the  ship's 
iSF"^  intended  to  commit  hostilities  against  a  friendly 
1  ^er,  or  for  any  other  illegal  purpose,  she  ought  to 
b^ietaint  d  ;  hut,  if  no  such  proof  can  be  had,  the  ves- 
sjjjmust  then  be  watched,  and  not  suffered  to  aim.  or 
cjjiy  any  military  stores  in  her  hold." 

ghat  to  thewofficial.communications.  and  the  public 
nfclres  of  the.  gazette^,  ,t  appears  the  .Minister  of 
t-V.nde,  in  June,  1810,  added  ••  his  remonstrances  re- 
se^Hing  the  atmament  of  the  American  Eagle,  which 
bS4*aled  to  be  destined  for  one  of  the  black  chiefs  of 
&|.;^.immgo:  and  that  the  agent  who  superintended 

U 


the  armament  was  an  ancient  secretary  of  a  General 
of  Brigade,  named  La  Plume,   formerly  commanding 
officer  at  Aux  Cayes."     On  the  26th  of  June,  this  in- 
formation was  communicated  to  the  collector  of  New 
York  ;  and  that  officer  replied,  that   "  he  would  omit 
no  legal  step,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Treasury  Department."     But,  in  a  letter   from   this 
Department,  dated    the   29th  of  June,    1810,  a    more 
particular  direction  was  given,   and   the  collector  wa« 
required   critically  to  investigate  every   circumstance 
relative  to  the  ship,   to  consult  with  the  district  attor- 
ney, and,  if  it  could    be  legally  done,   to  prevent  her 
departure;  for  her   equipment,    and   the   information 
given  by  both  the  collector  of  Baltimore  and  the  French 
Minister,  created  a  strong  presumption  that  she  was 
intended  for  one  of  the  St.  Domingo  black  chiefs  ;  a 
destination  not  only  contrary  to   the  interests  of  the 
United  Sta ten,  but   directly  contravening   the  laws  of 
n.itions,  and    forbidden  by  the  third  and  fifth  sections 
of  the  act  of  the   5th  of  June,   1791."     It  was  added, 
that  "  the  safest  way,  if  the  district  attorney  concurred] 
would  be  to  libel  the  ship  under  the  third  section  of  the' 
act  ;  and  that   the  President  of  the  United  States  ex- 
pressly recommended    that  every  exertion  be  used   to 
detect  and  prevent  such   gro.'*  violation  of  their  laws 
and  neutrality." 

That,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1810,  the  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  New  ^ork,  having,  with   the  inspectors  of  the 
customs,  examined  the  ship  American  Eagle,  in  pur- 
suance of  orders   from    the  collector,   reported,  "  that 
there  was  on  Iward  a  person  who  said   his  name  was 
John  Howard,  at  present  master  of  the  vessel,  and  had 
been  in   that  capacity  at   least  six   months  last  past ; 
that,  upon  interrogating  Captain   Howard,  he  stated' 
that  the  ship  was  owned  by  James  Gillespie,  merchant 
of  New  York,  by  whom  he  was  employed  as  master, 
to  superintend  repairing  the  ship,  which  he  had  done 
till  January  last,  at  which  time  she  was  nearly  finished 
when  Gillespie  sold  her  to  Hoyt  &  Tom.  under  whose 
orders  he  now  acted,  and  has  acted  since  they  became 
owners.     He  d;d  not  know  how  or  where  the  ship  waa 
to  be  employed;  the  only  persons  belonging  to  the  ship 
were  himself,  Mr.  Mooney,mate,  and  two  or  three  sea- 
men  ;  that  the  surveyor  proceeded    to  search  the  ahip 
throughout,  when  (as  near  as  could  be  ascertained)  she 
had  on  board  about  one  hundred   and  thirty  barrels  of 
salted  provisions,  twenty  hogsheads  of  shipbread,  and 
one  hundred  hogsheads  of  water,  with  a  complete  set 
of  stone  ballast;  neither  guns,  small  arms,  ammuni- 
tion,  nor  other   implements  of  war,   were    found   on 
board  ;  she  had  a  thorough  repair   from   her  keel  up 
with  new  copi.er,  new  masts,   rigging,  and  sails ;  the 
latter  all  upon  the  yards  ;  that  the  ship  was  calculated 
to  carry  twenty-four  guns  on  her  main  deck,  and  four- 
teen on  her  upper  deck  ;  that  her  repairs  and  outfits 
all  together,  were  in    a   man-of-war  style;  and    that 
nothing  was  wanting  to  send  the  ship'to  sea  (if  she 
werit  without  guns)  but  a  complement  of  seamen." 

1  hat,  under  all  these  circumstances,  the  collector  of 
New  \  ork  was  informed,  by  a  letter  from  this  Depart- 
ment, dated  the  6th  of  July.  1810,  that  '•  ,n  the  opinion 
01  the  1  resident,  the  ship  American  Eagle  ought  to  be 
immediately  seized  and  libelled,  as  being  fitted  out  for 
Illegal  purposes,  unless  the  owner  should  give  satisfac- 
tory prool  of  the  contrary."     But  neither  at  the  time 
ot  the  survey,  nor  at  any  antecedent   or  subsequent 
time,  nor  in    the  petition  under  immediate  considera- 
tion, has  It  appeared  (so  far  as  the  evidence  is  possewed 
by  this  Department)  lor  what  voyage  the  ship  American 
tagie  was  actually  equipped  and  provided  in  the  man- 
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ner  which  the  survey  describes,  if  the  intention  were 
not  to  prosecute  the  voyage  to  St.  Domingo,  for  the 
purpose  of  delivering  her  to  Petion,  the  asserted  owner. 

That,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  which  have 
been  stated,  the  ship  American  Eagle  was  seized  on  the 
10th  day  of  July,  1810,  and  was  libelled  in  the  district 
court.  The  indisposition  of  the  district  judge  appears 
to  have  suspended  all  the  business  of  that  court  for  a 
considerable  penod  ;  and  owing  entirely,  it  is  believed, 
to  that  cause,  the  case  of  the  American  Eagle  was  not 
tried  and  decided  until  the  24th  of  August,  1812.  The 
court  acquitted  the  vessel,  ordered  her  to  be  restored 
to  Gould  Hoyt,  the  claimant,  and  al»o  refused  to  certify 
that  there  was  reasonable  cause  for  the  seizure.  The 
vessel  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal  from  the 
time  of  the  seizure  until  the  decision.  .Mr.  Hoyt  has 
since  brought  an  action  against  the  seizing  officers,  in 
the  Supreme  court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  seizure  and  detention,  which 
action  is  still  depending.  It  is  thought  to  be  irregular 
and  improper,  under  these  circumstances,  to  state  the 
opinion  of  the  district  attorney  as  to  the  probable  issue 
of  the  action. 

That  repeated  overtures  have  been  made  to  this 
Department  by  Mr.  Hoyt  for  a  settlement  or  compro- 
mise of  his  claim  for  damages  against  the  officers  who 
seized  the  ship  American  Eagle,  upon  the  presumption 
that  they  are  eventually  to  be  indemnified  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. But  there  was  no  i)ower  in  the  Department 
to  adopt  either  the  mode  proposed  for  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  the  damages,  or  the  mode  proposed  for 
liquidating  that  amount  when  ascertained. 

That,  upon  the  same  presumption  of  an  eventual 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  Mr.  Hoyt 
has  pre.<ented  the  petition  under  consideration  to  Con- 
gress ;  in  which  he  states,  that  "  he  would  be  well 
satisfied  to  obtain  for  the  vessel  the  money  that  she  has 
actually  cost  him,  (computed  atone  hundred  thousand 
dollars,)  with  charges  and  interest,  in  full  satisfaction 
for  any  claims  he  may  have  on  account  of  the  seizure." 
He  concludes,  however,  with  praying  "  that  the  proper 
officers  of  the  Government  may  be  authorized  to  pur- 
chase the  said  ship  upon  such  terms  as  to  Congress 
may  seem  projjer  ;  or  that  he  may  have  such  relief  in  i 
the  premises  as  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem 
meet." 

Upon  this  general  view  of  the  case,  the  following 
considerations  arise  :  ' 

1.  Whether  any,  and  what,  damages  will  probably  , 
be  recovered  in  the  suit  against  the  seizing  officers  T       I 

2.  Whether  the  seizing  officers  are  to  be  eventually 
indemnified  by  the  Government  ? 

3.  Whether  the  damages,  if  the  payment  shall  be  ' 
now  assumed  by  Congress,  ought  to  be  assessed  by  a  i 
jury,  by  arbitrators,  or  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  j 
Treasury  ! 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 


Satdrday,  February  18. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  Commiiipe  on  the  Mili- 
tia, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  provision  for  clothing  the  militia 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.-''  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  John  Froth- 
ingham  and  Arthur  Tappan.  merchants,  of  Bos- 
ton, slating  that  they  are  naiive  citizeos  of  the 


United  States,  and  were  residing  in  Montreal,  for 
t  the  purpo^e  of  trade,  at   the  time   war  was  de- 
1  ciared  between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, at  which  time  they  returned  to  the  United 
i  Stales,  and  removed  a  pari  of  their  merchandise  ; 
{  and    praying   to   be   relieved   from    penalties   in- 
curred  by  the  violation  of  the   non-imporiation 
j  laws,  in  consequence  of  their  withdrawing   their 
effects  from  Canada  ;  and  the  peiiiions  were  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Gore.  Anderson,  and   Smith,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  ihe  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  continue 
in  force,  for  a  limited  lime,  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  In- 
dian tribes ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Smith  and  Brallon  Caldwell,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Coraraiitee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
•An  act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Coolidge  and 
James  Burnham,''  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment." reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  17th 
instant,  by  Mr.  Dana,  instructing  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  provision  by  law  to  release 
certain  claims  of  the  United  Slates;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  quieting  and 
adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  lo  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  unani- 
mou>ly  passed  the  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson, 
and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  with  amendments;  in  which  ihey  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Edward  Hallowell ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  granting  and  securing  lo  Anlhony  Shane 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  Slate  of  Ohio  ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  lor  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  lax  upon  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  ;"  in  which  bills  ihey  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the 
militia,  was  read  a  third  titne,  and  passed. 

On   motion,  by  Mr.  Tait.  the  Committee   on 
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.JSaval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  [  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Trp^ 
i  tf  bedienry  of  repeal.nj;  any  act  or  acts  respect-  \  sury  thereon,  made  the  17th  m.tant 
J4«^  the  ^ot.lla  establishment;  with  leave  to  re-        On  motion,   by  Mr.   Tait,  the  Committee   on 
jfc'jrl  bv  bill  or  otherwise.  IVaval  AflTiir*  m  «,!,»,«  «,.,        r    '-'"'""""^^   oa 

•f  -  I  i^arai  Anairs.  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 

;  j'Mr.  13iiHB0L-H  submitted  the  following:  motion :    of  William  Malcora  and  others,  were  discharged 
^|~  Retolve-i,.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be    '""O'"  the  further  consideration  thereof. 
•^^J«*|"ested  fu  cause  an  experienced  engineer  and  naval  '      The  Senate  resumed,  the  consideration  of  the 
j#flBcer  to  explore  the  Chesapeake  hay,  for  the  purpose    motion  made  the  17th  instant,  by  Mr.  Smith    in- 
;Jf  ascertaining  the  most  convenient  harbor  in  the  said     structiug   the   Committee   on    Military   Affairs  to 
Jay,  for  the  reception  of  ships  of  war  of  the  largest  i  consider  the  propriety  of  reducin<r  the  Mili.«rv 
♦b^s;  ana  Uial  they  particularly  ascertain,  whether  it  I  Establishment  ot  the  United   States  :  and  al  eed 
Je  j)ractical>le  to  estnblish  a  convenient  harbor  at  the     thereto.  agreed 

I'hesapeake,  on  the  middle  ground,  and  the  probable         The  Senatp  rP^umMrl    a=   ■„   r« 
•mount  which  mav  be  necessary  to  place  such  harbor     WK    I      .k  ^*^^"""'^'''  »"   '"   Committee  of  the 

J.  the  mcst  respectable  postur^of  deftnce.  J?"''^  '^'  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

*  VTr    H...  f      l~   "''^  "' ""*^"^^-  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled -An  act  to  provide 

j^Mr.  HujTER,  from   the  committee  to  whom    additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  exneuses  of 
^^  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  author-    Government,  and   maiolainina  i1,rLbhc  rr'!t., 
fang  the  d.scharg.  of  Edward  Martin  from  im-    by  laying  a  direct    taxCon   Fhe   Unued    W^^ 

ierrnSVerdin'"  ""  ^''  '''''  ^"'  ''''''  '^    ^"^  'V^Vt   '^  ^'^^  -^   coll:c'tin'g"tre 
yeseconjTtaaino..  same;''  and  the  act.  entitled  '"Ad  act  to  nrovidp 

Ln   of^h'^H  P'"*"?P^  '°  '""^'^''  '^'  "™''^'^-  '  «dJ'»io°al  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 

\nun     h  '  °'-  ^,''P'-"^"f«"^/=^  to  the  reso-    Government,  and  maintaining  the   public  credit 

^ons  e.jlressive  0.   the  thanks  of  Congress  to    by  laying  duties  on    hou.sehofd  furul  e  and  on 

Kiyor  General  Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his    gold  and  silver  watches"  together  with  ^hp^wr 

Umand    .for  the^  gallantry  and  go'od  conduct    uoaal  amendn.ent  rented  Theto  by  the  Ve^^^^^^^ 

I;  the  defence  ot  ISew  Or  eans  :  an.l  nn   m,„.„n      ^,„„^. ,.„...   -„.i     i...*::.^       mereio  oy  tne  .select 


|y  wV-  ^^^'^"  ''  ^vas  referred  I'o  the  Cotrimluee 
• -1  .Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
'The  Semite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
l»hole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -An 
Pit  regulaiiqg  the  sale  of  certain  re.served  seel  ions 
)  land  in   the  State  of  Ohio;"  and  on  the  ques- 

r,.jn,  bhall  this  bill.be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
ae  /  It  was  determined  in   the   ne^rative 
P  biJI  was  lost.  ' 

fjDn  motion,   by  Mr.   S.mith.  a  committee  was 

••■-pointed  InconMder  the  expediency  of  repealin^r 
|1.  acts  01-  parts  of  acts,  laying  additional  duties 
—  goods,  vtrares.  apl   merchandise,  imported   in 


5c  ships   or   vessels  of  such  foreign   nations  as 

•Ji»ll  agree  lo  admit,  into  their  ports,  goods,  wares 

»^ifl    merchandise,  imported   into   such   ports,  on 

-Jfcrd  of  thQ  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States. 
Messrs.  S.Mrf H.  Tavlor.  Bibb.  Hunter,  and  King 

|ere  appointed  the  committee. 
J^rhe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^tiole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
.^t  for  the.relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick.  and  Shouliz 
2*d  Vogeler.  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  le- 
^.  feprestcntative  of  John  Calef.  deceased  ;"  and 
^motion,  hy  Mr.  Mason,  the  further  considera- 
t*-n  ibereot  was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next 
^On  mot;on.  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  committee  to 
^h.|ra  was  ,;eferred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Law 


committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment, the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
a  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  -An  act  requiring  the  Secre- 

._     tary   of  the   Senate,  and   Clerk  of  the  House  of 

So  ,  Keprcsentatives   in  the  Congress  of  the  United 

,  State.s,iogive  security  for  the  faithful  application 

and  disbursement  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the 

senate   and    House   of  Representatives,    was  re- 

sumed.a,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  passed 

to  a  third  reading.  ' 

The  bill  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 
the  bergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  was  read  the 
second  lime,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  aud  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  7  it  was  de- 

j  termined  in  the  affirmative. 

:  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnim.  the  militia  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
nie  repres.  ntatives  of  the  religious  Society  of 
iTiends,  ui  Pennsylvania.  New  Jersey,  and  Dela- 
ware, respecting  the  rights  of  conscience  were 
discharged  Irom  the  further  consideration  thereof 


Monday,  February  20. 


nf\  oihers^  citizen"s'of  IhrcVtV"  f  WaTn^to^    ,.  ^^''  G°^°^«o«*^t^^^H.  from  the  Library  Comrait- 
i)h/»infr  thH  ,livi.„.n   ,„,!   ...,A^   J  vvashington,  .  tee.  made  a  report;  which  was  read. 


'g 


livisiun 


P^<J|inj 
sriudr 

i 

cUin   cla.,iantsofpublicianr;n7hrM^^^^         U     n    -      r 

sjjpt  Territory.  '^''  ^^'''^'- ,      Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 

•r?  ?"""""■  ^y  M^  King.  Gould  Hoyt  had  leave  '  the  Hon^e  n^iT  ""'  ''^'"''^  '^''  amendment  of 

.^.tthdra  wjhts  petMion,  together  w.ti;  the  re^^^  f  ^^-:  f^  fJ7sr:;^^c:o  ji^/r'xj^;;; 


I 
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General  Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  reported  an  agreement 
therein,  in  part.     Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  Senate  do  concur  in  so 
much  of  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  said  resolutions,  as  proposes  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  immediate,"  in  the  third  line 
of  the  first  resolution  ;  and  that  they  disagree  to 
the  residue  of  the  said  amendment. 


254 

Sbnatb. 

consider  what  privileges  slionid  be  secured  by 
law  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  preferable 
to  foreign  subjects,  in  navigation;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Dana,  Smith.  Gore 
Hunter,  and  King,  be  the  committee.  ' 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 


Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military    Government,  and  mainta.ning^he  public  credit 
[lairs.to  whom  the subiect  was  referred  rPn,»ripH  '  K„  lo.,;.,^  -   a. ___    °,       ,^H""'  »-  i-reuii. 


Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  joint  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter temporary  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  rejKjrted  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  con- 
cerning the  Hotilla  service;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  p.Tssed  to  the  second  readin*'. 


by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States' 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collectino-  the 
same;"  and  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  ori 
gold  and  silver  watches."  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 


and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States.  The  bill  to  continue  in  force  fo'  a  limited 
as  imposes  a  discriniinaiing  duty  on  tonnage  be-  time  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing 
tween  loreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  ,  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes."  was  read 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the  Uni-    the  second  time 

ted  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  I  The  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
^"''*'        ^'?L^'!       '*'  ^'"  '^*'  '^*'^'  *"^  P^^^*^'^  '  ^ard  Hallowell,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 

referred  to  a  select  committee,   to  consider  and 


lo  the  second  reading 

Mr.  Taylor  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act.  entitled 
'An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  cer- 
tain claimants  of  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  James    .,  ._  „„  .^.^ 

Lamb,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  Slate  of  |  Sep\7m'beVthe  raemoHal' oT'ih^  L^^^ 
South   Caro  ma,    owner    of  the   American   brig  '  the    Indiana    Territory,   to   consider   and   r 
Laiigdon    Cheves,    stating   that   the    said    vessel, 
with  her  cargo,  were  libelled  and  condemned,  by 
a  decree  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Stat 


les. 

for  the  district  of  Rhode  Island;  and  praying 
res:itution  thereof,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in 
the  petition;  which  wa.  read,  and  referred^to  a 
select  committee,  lo  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Taylor.  Dana, 
and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  ISih,  by  Mr  Barbour,  relative 
to  establishing  a  naval  harbor  in  the  Chesapeake 
Bay.  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  .Vlessr.v.  Barbour.  S.mith.  and  King, 
were  appointed  tlie  committee. 

The  bill  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 
the  St '■   *  .-   .      - 


report  thereon;   and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Horsey, 
and  Lacock.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  and  secur- 
ing to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the  United 
Slates  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  21st  of 

re  of 

eport 
thereon. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Edward 
Martin  from  imprisonment  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  ilie  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  the  year  1815,"  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  fur- 


ergeanl-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  having  been  I  ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  I  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  \      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Un  rnotioM    by  Mr.  Dana,  V^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  quieting 

liesolvea,   Ihat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  I  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 
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1ft»fritory;  and.  after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
l*;^qGETT,  tbe  further  consideration  thereof  was 
{iw*'tponed  uptil  to-morrow. 

^^Tie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
|jy'^hoIe.  the  iionsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
kiii  to  auth-)rize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes, 
I'ik  the  service  of  the  year  1815,"  together  with 
^tje  ^amendnJents  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
jtaitnimiltee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
fhpcits,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
nouse  accordingly; 

:^0n  the  qruestionl  Shall  the  amendments  be 
ifigrossed  and  thejbiU  be  read  a  third  time  as 
jl^ocnded  ?  n  was  (determined  in  the  affirmative. 
I^Mr.  MouRow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
t%s  referred  the  bill,  entiilt-d  'An  act  for  the 
•jSguIation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  Indiana," 
{5><Jr'<-'d  It  with  amendments. 
:JOn  motiuii.  by  Mr.  Lacock.  Isaac  Smith  and 
>i|falton  Caldwell  had   leave  to  withdraw  iheir 


K' 


?rs. 
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TREATY  OF  PEACE. 


The  folFowing  Message  was  received  from  the 

},j5lE8IDE.Nl'  OF  THE   U.NITED  StATES  : 

ji^  the  Sendie  and  House  of 

it    :     Rep>  e^entaiives  of  the  United  States  : 

r«'l  lay  befor«-  Congress  copies  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 

f^d  Amity  h«  tween  the  United   States  and  His  Bri- 

i^iriic    Majvkiy,  which  was  signed   by  the  Commu- 

i:<ncr8  of  both  parlies  at  Ghent,  on  the  24th  of  De- 

^Dt>er,  181 1.  and  the  ratifications  of  which  have  been 

»15Jy  exchanged. 

fi^While  p«?rfx)rming  this  act,  I  congratulate  you,  and 

Jjjr  constituents,  upon  an  event  which  is  highly  hon- 

Mlbje  to  the   nation,   and   terminates,  with   peculiar 

CJficity,  u  campaign   signalized   by  the  most  brilliant 

fyitccsses. 

,  Jrhe  late  war,  although  reluctantly  declared  by  Con- 

j^M8,  hid  bi?come  a  necessary  resort  to  assert  the  rights 

p*J  indeperjitence  of  the  nation.     It  has  been  waged 

Hl^h  a  succ^sd  which  is  the  natural  result  of  the  wis- 

P^pi  of  the 'Legislative  councils,  of  the  patriotism  of 

tiff  people,  of  the  public  spirit  of  the  militia,  and  of  the 

i.(j(or  of  the-  iiiilitary  and  naval  forces  of  the  country. 

fJS^ce,  at  ail  times  a  blessing,  is  peculiarly  welcome, 
thl-^rcfore,  ai  a  period  when  the  causes  for  the  war 
Lgfe  ceasei;  to  operate;  when  the  Government  has 
"l';»ij)nstrattJ  the  efficiency  of  iu  powers  of  defence; 
.^•fil  ;when  the  nation  can  revieu-  its  conduct  without 
pt>HXtt  and  vri;hout  reproach. 

y  i  recommind  to  your  care  and  beneficence  the  gal- 
{*if(:men  whose  achievements,  in  every  department  of 
♦^•ii  teiliUry  aervice,  on  the  land  and  on  the  water, 
^^»e  so  css-jntially  contributed  to  the  honor  of  the 
J^l^orican  name,  and  to  the  restoration  of  peace.  The 
Tilings  of  conscious  patriotism  and  worth  will  animate 
44'^i  men  ua4er  every  change  of  fortune  and  pursuit; 
l^jtAeir  counttry  performs  a  duty  to  iuclf,  when  it  be- 
i<«  >^  those  te'stimoniaU  of  approbation  and  applause 
Vij'ch  are  at  once  the  reward  and  the  incentive  to 
l^f^'^l  actionh. 

^I'i'He  reduction  of  the  public  expenditures  to  the 
q?m»nds  of  ;i  |»eace  establishment  will  doubtless  engage 
»i(^'!'i«imediaie-'attcntion  of  Congress.  There  are,  how- 
^r,;  important  considerations  which  forbid  a  sudden 
Si  jit  general  ravocatioti  o(  the  measures  that  have  been 
^l^ced  by  tjie  war.     Experience  has  taught  us  that 


neither  the  pacific  diipositionfl  of  the  American  people, 
nor  the  pacific  character  of  their  political  institution!, 
can  altogether  exempt  them  from  that  strife  which  ap- 
pears, beyond  the  ordinary  lot  of  nations,  to  be  inci- 
dent to  the  actual  period  of  the  world ;  and  the  same 
faithful  monitor  demonstrates  that  a  certain  degree  of 
preparation  for  war  is  not  only  indispensable  to  avert 
disasters  in  the  onset,  but  affords  also  the  best  security 
for  the  continuance  of  peace.  The  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress will,  therefore,  I  am  confident,  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  an  adequate  regular  force ;  for  the 
gradual  advancement  of  the  Naval  Establishment;  for 
improving  all  the  means  of  harbor  defence ;  for  add- 
ing discipline  to  the  distinguished  bravery  of  the 
militia ;  and  for  cultivating  the  military  art,  in  its  es- 
sential branches,  under  the  liberal  patronage  of  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  resources  of  our  country  were,  at  all  timet, 
competent  to  the  attainment  of  every  national  object; 
but  they  will  now  be  enriched  and  invigorated  by  the 
activity  which  peace  will  introduce  into  all  the  scenes 
of  domestic  enterprise  and  labor.  The  provision  that 
has  been  made  for  the  public  creditors,  during  the 
prehcnt  session  of  Congress,  must  have  a  decisive 
effect  in  the  establisbment  of  the  public  credit,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  reviving  interests  of  commerce 
will  claim  the  legislative  attention  at  the  earliest  op- 
portunity ;  and  such  regulations  will,  I  trust,  be  sea- 
sonably devised  as  shall  secure  to  the  United  States 
their  jutt  proportion  of  the  navigation  of  the  world. 
The  most  liberal  policy  towards  other  nations,  if  met 
by  corresponding  dispositions,  will,  in  this  respect,  be 
found  the  most  beneficial  policy  towards  ourselves. 
But  there  is  no  subject  that  can  enter  with  greater 
force  and  merit  i.nto  the  deliberations  of  Congress,  than 
a  consideration  of  the  means  to  preserve  and  promote 
tbe  manufactures  which  have  sprung  into  existence, 
and  attained  an  unparalleled  maturity  throughout  the 
United  States  during  the  period  of  the  European  wars. 
This  source  of  national  independence  and  wealth,  I 
anxiously  recommend,  therefore,  to  the  prompt  and 
constant  guardianship  of  Congress. 

The  termination  of  the  legislative  sessions  will  soon 
separate  you  fellow-cilizcns,  from  each  other,  and  re- 
store you  to  your  constituents.  I  pray  you  to  bear 
with  you  the  expressions  of  my  sanguine  hope,  that 
the  peace  which  has  been  just  declared  will  not  only 
be  the  foundation  of  the  most  friendly  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  but  that  it 
will  also  be  productive  of  happiness  and  harmony  in 
every  section  of  our  beloved  country.  The  influence 
of  your  precepts  and  example  must  be  everywhere 
powerful :  and  while  we  accord  in  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments for  the  protection  which  Providence  has 
bestowed  upon  us,  let  us  never  cease  to  inculcate  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  and  fidelity  to  the  Union,  as  con- 
stituting the  palladium  of  the  national  independence 
and  prosperity. 

J.\MES  MADISON. 
Washikotoh,  February  18,  1815. 

The  .Message  was  read,  and  five  hundred  copies 
thereof,  together  with  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
tre.ity  therein  referred  to,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Ktsolved.  Tliat  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  this  date,  as 
relates  to  the  .Military  Establishment,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 


February,  1815. 


Proceedings. 


Senate. 


and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  that 
so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the  Naval 
Establishment  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  this  date,  as 
relates  to  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Militia  Committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Tuesday,  February  21. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
conformably  to  the  5ih  section  of  the  act  of  the 
3d  March,  1809,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
several  act*  for  the  establishment  and  regulation 
of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments;" 
and  the  report  was  read. 

-Mr.  MoKRow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fur  granting 
and  securing  to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the 
United  Slates  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  provide  a  library  room,  and  for 
transporting  the  library  lately  purchased  from 
Thomas  Jefferson.  Esq.,  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  men- 
tioned was  read  the  >econd  time. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the 
flotilla  service  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  better  temporary  accommoda- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts 
im[)osing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels, and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
criminating duty  on  tonnage  between  foreign 
vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act.  enti- 
tled "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
u  '  ^v*  *'"'*^''"S  3"«i  adjusting  claims  to  land  in 
\«r^u  i'^'""'P'^'  Territory,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
their  amendment  to  the  resolutions  expressive  of 
the  thanks  of  Co  igress  lo  Major  General  Jack- 
son, and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate.  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joshua  Sands;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better 
Uih  Co.v.  3d  Sess.— 9 


organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York;"  also,  a  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts. 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  instant, 
as  relates  to  the  preservation   and    promotion  of 
manufactures,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Roberts,  Barbour, 
Taylor.  Varnu.m,  and  Chace,  be  the  committee! 
Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Frothingham  ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1815,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committeecorrectly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
Mr.  Giles,  I'rom  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'•An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Slates," 
reported  it  with  am  .'ndments. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  completing  the  public  buildings  at  West 
Point,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Military 
Academy;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr,  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and  or- 
ganize.! by  any  State,  to  serve  in  lieu  of  the  mi- 
litia ihereof."reported  it  without  amendment;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  .Monday 
in  March  next, 

Mr.  Kerr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Boilevin,  made 
report:  Whereupon,  the  further  consideratioo 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  ia 
March  next. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provi- 
sion for  subMsting  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissaries 
of  subsistence."  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 
Resolved.  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  resolution  expressive  of 
the  thanks  ol  Congress  to  .Major  General  Jackson, 
and  the  troops  under  hi.*  command,  for  their  gal- 
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f.»ntry  anJ  :good  conduct  in  ihe  defence  of  New  '  mined  in    the  affirmative — yeas    10,  nays   7 


.'Xlrieans. 


;|vi 


follows ; 


as 


The   Senate  rehumed.  as  in  Committee  of  the  :      Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace,  Condit,  Fro- 
hole.  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled  'An    mcntin,  Gaillard,  tJiIci,  tioldsLorough,  Uore,  Horsey, 
>j,a:1  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shouliz  ;  Hunter,  Kerr,  Morrow.  Roberts,  Smith,  Tail,  Thomp- 
i.^d  Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  legal  ^  son,  Varnum,  and  Wharton. 

Representative  of  John  Calef,  deceased,"  and  on        Nays— .Messrs.    (ierman,  King,    Lacock,   Talbot, 
^iiotion,  Ky   Mr.  Ki.ng,  the  further  consideration    Taylor,  Turner,  and  Wells, 
jihjht'reof  was  postponed  to  Friday  next.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb. 

,1   The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitlee  of  the        Resolved.  That  the  Commiitee  on  Forei«»n  Re- 

jfrVhole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -An  lations  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  "any  of 
,Vt  giving  the  rijhl  of  pre-emption,  in  the  pur-  the  laws  respecting  foreign  intercourse  ou^ht  to 
■  ihlise  of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana  ,  be  repealed  or  modified  ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
;<'erritory,'*togetherwith  the  amendment  reported  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Ifchpreto  by  the  select  commitlee;  and,  having  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
»;4greed  to  the  amendment,  the  President  reported  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  cer- 
j|hf  bill  to  the  House  accordingly.  tain  acts  therein  mentioned  ;  and.  no  amendment 

t^  Un  the  questiOH,  Shall  the  amendment  be  en-    havinj  been   proposed    thereto,  on  the   question 
r^sed  and  the  bili  read  a  third  time,  as  amended  ?    Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  \ 


|t  Was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
[iV-hole,  thei  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '"An 
kc(  making  provision  for  clothing  the  militia 
^ajled  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.''  to- 


il was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Wednesday.  February  23. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  aci  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 

t       ^%  I.I  ■         .  .  _ 


;    •    '  1        r --    "•     "'^    v/.j.nu     .^i.ai<.j.       lu-  X  lit    ui..,i  iiiiiiru      nu  aci  lur  Uie  Teiiei  01  J Osn Ua 

.J^.e^her  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by     Sands."  was  read  the   second   time,  and  referred 
Tihe  select   committee  :  an<l    nn   mminn    Ki/  Mr     to  a  select   committee,  to   consider   and    report 

thereon  ;  and   Messrs.  King,  Ger.ma.n,  and  RoB- 
EKTS,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  supplementary  to  ao 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  organization 
uf  the  courts  ol'the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  New  York,"'  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 


;lhe  select  committee  ;  and  on  motion,  by  .Mr 
vJVarncm.  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
fl)astponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 
I^The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
•^hole,  thb  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  --An 
;^-tfi  for  the- relief  of  Uriah  Coolidge  and  James 
!iirnham.''and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
,^'&sed.  It  passed  to  a  third  readin"- 

»T     ffii         Q  '  ••■•u    irauiii^.  .^.v...^>j     »..    u     .5».itv,i     uuiijiiiiiirr,     lu    CUDSIUer     anU 

«'k    r      .^^^  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the    report  thereon;   and   Me>sr>.  Geb.man    Daggett 
\\  hole.  iNe  consuleration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An    and  Ki.ng,  were  appoinled  the  committee  ' 


'I  On    h     ^    House  accordingly.  State,  for  rea>ons  therein    ,laied  ;  and    the    peti- 

J  J  On  the  quesiion.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en-  t.ons  were  read,  and  referred  to  th^  commitlee  last 

wro^sedaiid  theb.  1  reada  third  time  as  amended  ?  mentioned  lo  consider  and  report  ,rre"i 

•1   fc'^r'"?'"'^  '"  '^'/  ^ffi.^'"^"^^-  On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  petition  of  ihe 

Kvh   I    ?K  '    '  '"r^'^'  ''  '•'^  Committee  of  the  c.t.zens  of  the  districts  of  Chesterfield   Ke"  haw 

tl^W;  r      '^"''^"J^^tion  ot   the  b.U  to  continue  and  Lancaster,  of  .he  State  ofSouthSohnaan^ 

}%ijirned  in  the  affirr-iative  m,   t  c  , 

•>ir.  1  avlor.  from  Ihe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 


lii-^F^^  S'  "»'e  re>uraed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
■lole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 


■^ka  A      u  c  T-. vit  i>iii  uuiuuii^i.ng    uiuoriai   revenue- 
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Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  lo  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware, 
and  jewelry, and  pastework,  manufactured  within 
the  United  States,"  reported  ii  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Arthur  Tappan  and 
John  Frothingham,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  repeal  ceriam  acts  therein  mentioned 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  better  temporary  accommoda- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  was  read  a 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  trading 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes."  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  on  motion,  by  .Mr.  King,  il  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  .Messrs.  Ki.ng,  Morrow. 
and  Tait,  were  appoinled  the  committee. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Edward 
Martin  from  imprisonment  was  read  a  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  comple- 
ting the  public  buildings  at  West  Point,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Military  Academy,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah 
Coohdge  and  James  Burnham,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Uakbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  exploring  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  waters, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned;  and  the  bill 
was  read  and  passed  to  the  se.-ond  reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
giving  the  right  ol  pre-emption  in  tlie  purchase 
of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  ihe  Indiana  Terri- 
tory," having  been  reported  by  the  commitlee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Jiesolced.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  Indi- 
ana having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime 
as  amended. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  with  amendments. 

1  he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  granting  and  se- 
curing to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the  United 
Mates  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,'" 
was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and. 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  il  was  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  ihe  President  to  raise  certain 
companies  ot  rangers  for  the  defence  of  ihe  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  repeal  certain 
acts  now  in  force  for  this  purpose."  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by'the  select 
committee;  and    the   amendments    having   been 


agreed  to.  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question.  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Tlie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  a 
library  room,  and  for  transporting  ihe  library 
lately  purchased  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire 
to  the  City  of  Washington.  ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question.  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  readaihird  lime  asaraended? 
ii  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands  in  ihe  Mississippi  Territory;"  and 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  oii 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  lime  ?  il  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson. 
Resolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king provision  by  law  for  running  the  boundary 
lines  designated  in  the  treaty  lately  made  between 
the  United  States  and  the  chiefs,  deputies,  and 
warriors,  of  the  Creek  nation  ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  and 
Morrow,  be  the  commiitee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ask  a  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendment  to  ihe  resolutions  eipressire 
of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jack- 
son, and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct   in  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.     They  cqncur   in   the   first  amendment  of 
the  Senate  lo  the  bill  lo  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'•An  act  to  provide  additional   revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  Stales,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  same,"  and  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  10  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  publiccredit,by  layingdutieson  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and   silver  watches," 
with  an   amendment,  in  which   they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.     They  concur  in  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth, and  disagree  to  the  fifth 
amendments  to  said  bill. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor. 
Resolved.  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the   House  of  Representatives  to  their 
first  amendment  to   the   bill   last   mentioned,  and 
that  they  insist  on  their  fifth  amendment   lo  said 
bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence proposed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses,  on  the  amendment  lo  the  resolutions  ex- 


^i 


1l 

,1: 


I 


ii 


ij 


I 


! 


il 


I- 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


264 


Discriminaling  Duties. 


February,  1815. 


prH^we  of  tUe  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  Gen- 
rtftl;JacksoiK  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
tii  tiieir  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  de- 
fej^  of  New  Orleans. 

i  '.f^frdered.  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Brown,  and 
fyiUjH,  be  Rhe  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
e^fliite. 

;  Mr.  Kino, 'from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
trfef  red  the  ^iil,  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jjusl/ua  Sandfc,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 
plV5r.  Morr'ow.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
fvviVreferred  ;ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
%rid  extend  tye  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  sii- 
(?en#h  of  April,  1814, entitled  '•  An  act  confirming 

Jift^in  claims  to  land    in    the   Illinois  Territory. 
u:d -providing  for  their  location,"  reported  it  with 
^ijif-odments; 

I  Atr.  RoBEHTs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
i?iia  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
|rf -of  Edward  Hallowell,"  reported  it  without 
i^nieodment. 

I  n|ie  President  communicated  the  general  ac- 
fguat  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  frcim 
October  1.  Iijl3,  to  October  1.  1814;  as,  al>o,  the 
Unjcrtunts  of  <he  War  and  Navy  Departmenu  for 
ttje  jiame  period,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
l<fC(^untingi.ificersofthe  Treasury  thereon;  which 
vkn  read. 

|i  J  DISCRIMINATING  DUTIES. 

I  IT^ie  Senaie  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
IJThjile,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  so 
h4ut|h  of  the;several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the 
j(Jn»iage  of  sfiipsand  vessels,  and  en  goods,  wan-s. 
lidmerchaniJise,  imported  into  the  Uniit-d  States 
M  imposes  a -Jiscrimmating  duty  on  tonnage  be- 
Ji^een  foreig"n  vessels  and  vt-ssels  of  the  United 
l^javes,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the 
tinned  States  in  forcian  vessels  and  vessels  of  the 
IP^ited  Siate<i. 

I  jMr.  S.  Smith.— Mr.  President :    It  may  not  be 
M*p/oper  ior  me.  a»  chairman  of  the  commitiee 
$(^0  presented  lije  bill  now  under  consideration 
I(ig)ve  a  shorfliistory  of  the  subject,  and  to  pre 
J«Jii  a  few  details  (aken  from  official  authority 
6f. on  after  tlje  adoption  of  the  present  Constitu 
fiin,Congr»\sp  passed  acts  laying  duties  on  tonnaae 
Jijd  on  good;   imported   into  the  United  States 
Ulirlaw  provided  ihat  six  cents  per  ton  should 
M  paid  on  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United   States 
trJnt;-iDgany  i)f  the  ports  of  the  United  States  and 
Jljyicents  pe»  ton  on  all  foreign  ships,  and  that  an 
^(MiJjona    duiyof  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duties  pay- 
kl|e  on  all  i/fods  irr.ported  in  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
«ea  istates.  ,|,ould  be  paid  on  such  good>  when 
iJoipCTted  inicj  foreign   ve.ssels.     These.  Mr.  Pres- 
iding, are  wl,at  are  called   'the  discrnuinatin<r 


ritss."  : 

irrje  advaniase  derived  therefrom  to  ihe  navi- 
gafiion  of  the- United  States  was  sucii.  that  in  a 
wtiy  few  yeaijs  iher«  was  American  tonnafre  suf- 
Ucleiit  for  th*  carrying  of  all  the  productions  of 
aii-  I'.wn  cour'try,  and  of  other  nations  to  a  great 

|eut— 10   ia-ct,  our  navigation    was  secon^d   to 

.le  but  G.pat  Britain,  when  the  late  war  was 
<t),^nienced.  t  i 

i 


The  effect  of  those  discriminating  duties  was 
felt  by  those  foreign  nations  with  whom  we 
had  the  greatest  intercourse.  Great  Britain,  in 
the  Treaty  of  1794.  reserved  the  right  of  coun- 
tervailing those  duties,  and  the  United  States 
bound  themselves  not  to  impose  any  new  dis- 
criminating duties  if  Great  Britain  did  counter- 
vail— but  the  wars  in  which  she  has  constantly 
been  engaged  since  has  prevented  its  effects  from 
being  felt  to  any  considerable  extent.  The  short 
peace  she  had  after  ihe  Treaty  of  Amiens  taught 
the  merchants  of  South  Carolina.  however.''to 
know,  that  the  extra  duty  on  cotton  imported  in 
an  American  vessil  into  Great  Britain  was  so 
high  that  it  was  much  better  to  employ  British 
vessels  than  to  have  their  cotton  carried  in  their 
own.  In  the  year  1802,  a  letter  was  received 
from  Mr.  King,  then  Minister  of  the  United 
Slates  at  London,  in  which  he  advises  the  repeal 
of  the  discriminating  duties.  The  President's 
Message  (I  believe  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
session)  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
subject ;  and  so  much  of  the  Message  as  related 
to  the  discriminaling  duties  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  who 
made  an  ample  report  thereon,  which  report.  I 
pray  may  be  read— [Here  the  Secretary  read  the 
report,  dated  January  10.  1803.] 

Mr.  President,  the  resolution  which  accompa- 
nies and  which  is  similar  to  the  bill  before  you, 
was  laken  up  and  would  perhaps  have  passed' 
but  lor  Ihe  memorials  which  came  from  Boston^ 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  trading  cities 
and  towns.  1  now  find  that  gentlemen,  who 
then  opposed  and  petitioned,  have  changed  their 
opinions.  I  remark,  with  pleasure,  the  chancre 
in  an  honorable  gentleman,  formerly  a  member 
of  the  Senate,  in  a  published  letter  to  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph. He,  as  well  as  many  others,  who  at  that 
time  opposed  by  memorial  the  repeal  of  our  dis- 
cnminaiiijg  duties,  are  convinced  that  their  con- 
ditional repeal  will  tend  to  the  security  of  our 
navigation. 


.Mr   President,  the  report  just  read  shows,  that 
the  British   had,  by  their  countervailin-r  duties 
secured  for  their  ships   the  carrying  of  "many  of 
our   movt   imporiant   objects  of  exportation    to 
wii:    of  fish-oil.  tobacco,  cotton,   rice,  pot  and 
pearl  ashes;  and  having  secured  the  carriage  of 
those  articles,  the   minor  articles  not   being  (ex- 
cept flour  and  naval  stores)  sufficient  to  form  en- 
tire  cargoes    would    also    be  carried    by    British 
ships.     But.  .Mr.    President,   the  British    Parlia- 
ment have  since  increased   the  old  and  laid  new 
duties,  which    include  other  articles  of  our  pro- 
duce and  effectually  .secure  to  her  .ships  the  car- 
riage of  all  our  bulky  articles,  to  wit:  on   flour, 
6*.    M    sterling    per    cwt.,   or    12*.    per    barrel 
by    which    the    American    vessel    will     pay    U 
Hflon   each  barrel  more  than  if  imported  in  a 
British  ^hip.     The  whole  freight  <.f  a   barrel  of 
Hour  in   lime  of  peace  is  5*.  sterling.    No  person 
will  a-ree  to  pay  6*.  2^^/.  to  an  American  for  the 
rcighl  and  txtra  duty  on  a  barrel  of  flour,  when 
j  he  can  procure  British  ships  who  will  carry  for 
I  five  shilliDjrs.  ' 
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Hemp  now  pays  three  pounds  sterling  per  ton 
more  if  imported  into  Great  Britain  in  Ameri- 
can, than  if  It  be  imported  in  a  British  ship; 
which  I  believe  is  equal  to  the  whole  freight. 
And  hemp  will  soou  become  an  object  of  export 
from  New  Orleans. 

Cotton — the  duty  thereon  has  been  increased 
in  England.  It  now  pays  8*.  and  Id.  sterling  per 
cwt.,  if  imported  into  Great  Britain  in  British 
ships,  and  lis.  and  2d.  in  American  ;  that  is,  cot- 
ton in  an  American  will  pay  8«.  Id.  per  cwt. 
more  duty  than  when  imported  in  a  British  ship  ; 
being  more  than  the  whole  freight;  so  that  it  is 
better  to  pay  freight  to  a  British  ship,  than  to 
have  cottdn  carried  free  of  freight  in  an  American 


admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  other  on  the  same 
terms  with  their  own  ships?  Are  we  afraid  of 
our  want  of  enterprise,  industry,  or  capital?  I 
hope  not.  For  one.  I  am  ready  to  agree  to  the 
bill  on  the  table,  and  feel  confident  that  the  Amer- 
ican merchant  is  equal  in  a  fair  competition  to 
the  merchant  of  any  other  nation. 

When  Mr.  Smith  had   concluded,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


TacRSDAY,  February  23. 
Mr,   GoLDSBORouGH,  from  the   committee  to 
whom  was   referred   the   bill,  entitled   "An   act 

^...v.-...  ,  concerning  the  College   of  Georgetown,   in   the 

Rice  pays  3*.  9d  sterling  per  tierce  more  duty    District  of  Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
in   an   American  ship  than   in  a  British.     The  !  ment. 


whole  freight  of  a  tierce  of  rice  is  12*.  sterling. 

Pot  and  pearl  ashes  now  pay  6J.  sterling  per 
cwt.  more  duty  in  an  American,  than  in  a  Brit- 
ish ship.  A  cask  of  ashes  of  three  hundred 
weight  will  pay  an  extra  duty  of  1*.  txi.  sterling  ; 
the  freight  of  such  a  cask  is  presumed  to  he  5* 


The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  emoluments  of 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  cus- 
toms for  the  year  1814;  which  were  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  granting  and  se- 


.  Y      -- -.- .-  |-.^--.-^^„  vv/  .,^  cro.  i       iuc  uiii,  ciimieu     /\n  act  lor  granting  and  se- 

ed, sterling;  thus  a  cask  of  ashes  will   pay  for  |  curing  to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the  United 
freight  and  extra  duty  7».  in  an  American,  when  :  States  to  a  tract  of  land  in   the   State  of  Ohio" 


It  Will  only  pay  bs.  Od.  in  a  British  ship. 

Tobacco  pays  ]*,  6d.  per  100  lbs.,  or  18*.  ster- 
ling per  hhd.  of  1200  net  wt.  more  when  import- 
ed into  Great  Britain  in  an  American  than  in  a 
British  ship.  The  freight  of  a  hhd.  of  tobacco 
in  time  of  peace  is  35*. 

The  statements  I  have  given  of  the  counter- 
vailing duties  of  Great  Britain,  are  derived  from 
a  diL'est  of  the  duties  and  customs  brought  up  to 
the  5th  August,  1811;  they  will  show  to  every 
mind,  however,  prejudiced,  that  Great  Britain 
has  effectually   secured   by  her  system   the  car- 


was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Robinson  presented  the  petition  of  Justin 
and  Elias  Lyman,  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  the  remission  of  the  forfeitures  and 
penalties  incurred  by  the  violation  of  the  non- 
importation laws,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act 


Tr,,r.„  /r^     I  •'   "'■'}•;•■'   '"^  ^»'      "^'  '"  •"i'Tuii  aiiu  fiieau  me  provisions  01  the  act 

rying  (for  her  own  wants  and  her  foreign  com-  |  of  the  16th  of  April.  1814,  entitled  "  An  act  con- 
merce;  o  our  fash-oil,  tobacco,  flour,  cotton,  pot  |  firming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
and  pearl  ashes,  rice,  hemp,  &c.  I  have  only  ',  ritory,  and  providing  for  their  location,"  together 
presented  for  consideration  the  important  arti-  '  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  b°v  the 
cles;  Ihe  minor  articles  bear  also  their  discrim- .  select  committee ;  and  the  amendments  havin<r 
mating  duties,  to  the  disadvantage  of  our  navi-  i  been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  tS 
K\''^"-  the  House  accordingly. 

i..:,  ■  /";?[;  "  "^''l i'^.  '^^"  H  ^^^  ^^P°^'  ■  0°  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
justread,  that  trance  did,  in  ihe  third  year  of ;  grossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time?  it  was  de- 
me  trench   Republic,  lay  an  extra  duty  of  near  '  termined  in  the  affirmative 

twenty.three  dollars  per  hhd.  of  1200  wt.  on  to-  Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
.hown'"T,''%  '"  ,^'"7''^^"  ^' ■"''"»•.,  ^'  l"  *''°  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a 
.iiown  that  Sweden.  Denmark,  Holland,  and  system  of  navigation  for  the  United  States ;  and 
apain  have  their  discriminating  duties.  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

;.nl    *[f  ."""^  »'  P'^ace  With  the  European  na-  '      Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


tions.  It  i.s  our  interest  that  there  should  bono 
cause  of  luture  misunderstanding  with  them.  If 
we  continue  our  discriminating  duties,  and  they 


recommitted  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a 
limited  time  the  act,  entitled  "'An  act  for  estab- 
lishing trading  houses  with   the  Indian   tribes," 


-nnlin,,^     ,1  , 3. .  -..w    w.,.j        ...,i.,i.,-     iiaumg     wuuses    Willi     IQi 

coni  nue     heir  countervailing  duties,  the  result  ;  reported  it  without  amendment. 
We  cannot  LT     "^'  '"*!'  ^^  rendered  useless.  I      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  the 
v^.n  n  .?7  7  on  eqiial  terms,  and  of  course    Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

will  not  be  employed.     To  prevent  the  destruc-    act  for  the    relief  of    Joshua   Sands;"  and     no 

Xd,oTdd"?n\nf.'T-^"""'"''*°"'^  ^"'°'"-    *™^"'^'"^"'    h^^'"^    been    proposed    theret^,   it 
pelled  to  add  to  the  discrimin..ting  duties,  which     passed  to  the  third  heading 


would  be  met  by  foreign  nations  with  new  coun- 
tervailing duties,  and  thus  a  commercial  warfare 
would  commence.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  better  Mr 
President,  for  us  to  agree  to  meet  the  nations  of 


i<^.,<sr^„  ,^  1   .      "        I       .  ■ ii»i.v^ii3  ui  .  uij  ujuuuu.  uy  ivir.  jDiBB,  wie  luriner  con 

Europe  on  equal  terms-the  ships  of  each  to  be  |  thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Frothinghara  ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
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gt  lor  the  rt!ief  of  Edward  Hallowcll  f  and.  no 

^Cpendmenthavinr  ' •' 

tV^ihird  reading. 


Jijpendment  having  heen  proposed  thereto,  it'pa"ss'ed 

.  *  third  reading. 

^riie  bill  to  provide  for  exploring   the  Chesa- 
-'  ike  bay  and  its  uiiters.for  the  purposes  therein 


#1 
rfVn 


uoned.  w'as  read  the  second  ti 


me. 


f  |nate. 

=ffc= 

*  The  bill  to; repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts 
iovposing  duties  on  fhe  tonnage  of  ships  and  ves- 
>nejs,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
I»^ied  into  t(je  Uniied  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
fC^minating  jduty  on  tonnage  between  foreign 
>jjs5cls  and  vfssels  cif  the  Uniied  States,  and  be- 
t|(»n  goods  imporied  into  the  United  States  in 
tftclgn  vessels  and! vessels  of  the  United  States, 
^  »s  read  a  third  ti;me,  and  passed— yeas  24,  as 
^♦jlows:         • 

«y»A»— Mr84rs.  Anderson,  Barbour.  Barry.  Bibb, 
Wov^n.  Cha.  e{  Condtt,  Fromenlin,  (Jaillard,  Ciorman, 
yvf^  Horaey,  Xerr,  King.  Lacock,  Lambert,  Morrow, 
l^^bt^ta,  Smilji,  TallK)t,  Tait,  Varnum,  Wells,  and 
^^  h«rton. 

p^w  it  was  iiesolvcd,  unanimously.  That  this  bill 
]t|^{  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  re- 
]|^-«,1:so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
«|  >he  tonna^re  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  irouds. 
|rf  r*8,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
plates,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  on  ton- 
iC^i.  betwetr^  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the 
^jilted  State?,  and  between  goods  imported  into 
t-Vt  United  Siates  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels 

J^tl'.e  United  States." 
JThe  amejiiraentij  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
vafthorize  <he  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
^^.^H  certain  t;otnpanies  of  rangers  for  the  defence 
t*i>5l|e  frontiers  of  the  United  Slates."  having  been 
*^)Jrted    by  Xhe  cdmrnittee  correctly  cngnissed. 
W.-i'  till  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
^  H^'solved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments, 
^.(pii  motion',  the  title  was  amended  to  read,  "An 
V:it:(o  repeal   certain   acts   now  in   force  author- 
|afig  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise 
Ajrtain  comp'inies  of  rangers," 
^^'Die  bill  t(j  repeal   certain  acts  concerning  the 
ir)lilla  servicV,  was  read  a  third  lime. 
JOn  motion^  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  bill  was  further 
•pcnded.  by  Unanimous  consent,  byaddinf^  thereto 
^ftefw  section.  ° 

i^J^solced.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
if  tjreof  be  -Jin  act  <o  repeal  certain  acts  concern- 
{f?f^the  flotilfei  service,  and  for  other  purposes," 
g^The  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
g^led  "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
^certain  cla.Tmants  of  public  lands  in  thi"  Mishs- 
ii\t*  TerriturV,"  w^s  read  a  third  time,and  passed. 
,'^rhe    bill    lo   provide  a  library  room,  and  for 

tnsporlini'=the  library  lately  purchased  from 
fiimas  Jeff.;rson,  Esq.,  to  the  City  of  Washin^- 
f.jhaving  t^en  reported  by  the  committee  co'r- 
4jM(y  engro:,s*d.  wa^  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
^Tlie  Senat.,'  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
C^nole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 


Fbbruary,  1815. 


plated  ware,  and  jewelry  and  pastework,  manu- 
factured within  the  United  Stales,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee  ;  and  the  amendment  havin^  been  dis- 
agreed to,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  S.mith,  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  the 
second  Monday  in  .March  next,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  4,  nays  22,  as  follows  : 

V«i8 — .Messrs.  Fromcntin,  Smith.  Tait.  and  Wells. 

-N'Ars — Messrs.  .Anderson.  Barbour.  Barry,  Chace, 
(gondii,  Dana,  Ciaillard,  German,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr* 
King,  Lacock.  Lambert,  Morrow.  Roberts,  'I'albot.Tsy-' 
lor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Varnum.  and  Wharton. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Fro.me.nti.n.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  an  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  James  Hynurn,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  nf 

Rfprenentutives  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  two  ratified  treaties 
which  were  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  one  on  the  2vM  day  of  July.  1814,  with  the  seve- 
ral tribes  of  Indians  called  the  Wyandots.  Delawarcs, 
Shawanees,  Senacas,  and  Miamies  ;  the  other  on  the 
9th  day  of  .\ugust,  1814,  with  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians, 

It  is  referred  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  how 
far  Legislative  provisions  may  be  necessary  for  carrying 
any  part  of  these  stipulations  into  effect. 

JA.MES  MADISON. 

\\  ASiiijiuTo.v,  February  2'i,  1816. 

The  Message  and  treaties  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson. 

Ordered.  That  the  Message,  together  with  the 
treaties,  be  referred  to  the  coriuimtee  appointed 
on  the  subject  of  providing  for  running  the  boun- 
dary lines,  the  22d  instant,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Semte  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  delrayinw 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  lotteries."^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  id  the 
affirmative— yeas  IG.  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Daggett.  Dana,  Fromentin,  (Vaillard, 
Oerman,  Ooldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey.  Hunter  Kerr, 
King,  Lambert.  Smith,  Thompson,  Varnum,  and'Wells. 
1-  w'"""^'*''"'"-  ^"^""^  Uarrv,  Bibb,  Brown,  Gon- 
dii Morrow,  Koberts.  Tallwt.  Taylor,  lurner.  and 
W  harton. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomoa 
r  razer.  and  the  representatives  of  Charles  Eccles- 
lon;'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lor  the  relief  of 
IhomasSprigg;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
izing the  sale  of  the  public  lands  which  may  here- 


ic  cdi,. .,  .ay..,  a  ju>,  „„  g„M,  .^u.^ii^  \ .,- ',:  f:;^^^^^:^^!:^;:^^  "s 
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Senate. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 


er 


district,  at  the  land  office  of  said  district;"  a  bill  I  ._..__.._ „. 

entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Ben-  ,  mas  Sprigg,"  was  read  the  second  tirne  and  "re 
nett,  of  the  Stale  of  New  York  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  j  ferred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  conside 
"An  act  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Anthony  B.  and  report  thereon. 
Ross  from  imprisonment:"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  j  The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
•'An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Savage  and  charge  of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from  imprisonment » 
others  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur-  \  was  read  th*-  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
rcnceofthe  Senate.  j  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 

The  six  bills  last   mentioned  were  read,  and  |  Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  and  Thcmpson.  were 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  j  appointed  the  committee. 

In  Executive  session —  '      The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the    'i*'"  P-  Bennet.  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was 
President  of  the  United  States  :  '  rpatl  th^  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  I  '^^  '^^t  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Reprtsentatives  of  the  I'nited  States.-  '      The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale 

Congress  will  have  seen  by  the  communication  from  f.  '^^  I'"?'!'^  lands  which  may  hereafter  be  for- 
the  Consul  General  of  the  United  Slates,  at  Algiers,  '*'"^'^  within  the  Jeff^erson  ville  land  district,  at  the 
laid  before  them  on  the  7th  November,  1812,  the  hos-  '^"'^  °^^^  °f  ^^"^  district,"  was  read  the  second 
tile  proceedings  of  the  Dey  against  that  functionary,  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
These  have  been  followed  by  acts  of  more  overt  and  referred,  on  the  21st  September,  the  memorial  of 
direct  warfare  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  tl"-'  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  con- 
trading  in  the  .Mediterranean,  some  of  whom  arc  gtill  '  sider  and  report  thereon.  ^ 
detained  in  captivity,  notwithstanding  the  attempts'  Mr.  Andi:rson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
which  have  been  made  to  ransom  them,  and  are  treated  to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
with  the  rigor  usual  on  the  coast  of  Barbary.                    for  the  ascertaining  and  surveying  the  boundary 

The  considerations  which  rendered  it  unnecessary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians 
and  unimportant  to  commence  hostile  operations  on  and  for  other  purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
the  part  of  the  I  nited  States,  being  now  terminated  by     pa^sed  to  the  second  readino-. 


the  peace  w  itli  Great  Uritain,  which  opens  the  prospect 
of  an  active  and  valuable  trade  of  their  citizens  within 
the  range  of  the  Algerine  cruisers,  1  recommend  to 
Congress  the  expediency  of  an  act  declaring  the  exist 


pay 

Mr.  BiBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein 
mentioned,  (viz :  the  acts  prohibiting  trade  and 
ence  of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  intercourse  with  our  late  enemy,  and  prohibiting 
the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers  ;  and  of  such  prov.-  ''''^  admission  into  our  waters  of  the  enemy's 
•ions  as  may  be  requisite  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  vessels;)  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
It  to  a  successful  issue.  second  reading;. 

JA.MEs  .M.\DIS0X.  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

Wa8hincto!»,  February  '23,  1815.  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


m 


The.Mes^agewasread.andreferrrdtotheCom-    ^  bill,  entitled  "An  act  suppleniental  to  the  act 
ittee  on  Fore.-n  Relations,  to  consider  and  re-    '■"!"'*-:'^  \^"o^''  '"'/'*'  ^."^'  adjustment  of  land 


port  thereon  by  bill  or  other  wist: 


Friday.  February  24. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 


titles  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  and  Territory  of 
Missouri,'  approved  April  12.  1S14  ;"  in  which 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

On   inotii)n.  bv  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  on 


omon  Fraz.-r.  and  the  representatives  of  Charles  ;  Foreign   Relations,  to  whom  was    referred   the 
fc^ccleston.     was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer-  ,  petition  ol   Justin  and  Elias  Lyman,  were  dis- 
red  to  a  selyct  committfe.  to  cnsider  and   report  -charged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
thereon,  and  Messrs.  Smith.  Varnim.  and  An-        The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
DLRsoN   were  appointed  the  committee.  ,  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 

Mr.  liARBouR,  Irom  the  committee  to  whom  !  ment.  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
was  reterred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  ,,,-t  a  dutv  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and 
estaDlish  certain  post  roads,"  reported  it  with  j.-Welrv  and  pastework,  manufactured  within  the 
amendments,  .  ^j^j,^j    Stales."    was    read  a   third    lime  ;    and, 


The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  showing  the  expenditures 
on  account  of  the  National  Armories,  and  of  the 
number  and  kind  of  arms  manufactured  and  re- 
paired at  the  same,  in  the  year  181 1  :  which  was 
read. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 


on  motion  by  Mr.  Fho.mentin,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  lo  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  S,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  F'romentin,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
King,  Lambert.  Smith,  Tait,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.   Anderson,    Barbour,    Barry,   Bibb, 


Savage  and  others,"  was  read   the  second   lime.     Brown.  Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  La 
and   relerred   to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re-    cock.  Morrow,  Koberts,    Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner, 


ferred.  on  the  23d  September,  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


Varnum,  and  Wharton. 

Whereupon,  Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass. 
The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
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Saturday,  February  25. 
Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


.   to  amend  «nd  expend  the  prorisions  of  the  act  of 

>  t^e  16ih  April,  1814,  entitled  "An  act  confirmintT  , 

»Cj;rtam  r.laims  tc,  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory"  !  referred  the  hill,  entitled  '"'Aaa'ct  ^"r7he'''re7rpf 
ftpd   providing  for  their  location,"  having  been     of  Solomon   Frazer.   and   the  represeniative.of 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,    Charles  Eccleston."  reported  it  without  amen  J 
lU  bill  v/,.s  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and    ment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Commit 
further  amended  by  unan.rnous  consent.  ,ee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  reaZi^ 

Resolved.    That   this   bill    pass    with    amend-'      Mr.  Roberta  presented   the  memoriafof  the 

"'t?I*\ii       .1^    .*  r      .        .  manufacturers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Pliila 

The  bill  entitled    'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Josh-  ,  delphia.  praying  suitable  measures  may  be  adont" 
Sands.-'  was  r.ad  a  third  time,  and  n«ss...  '  ed  for  the.r'protection  ;  and   the   tlietnor'al   X; 

read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  toavhom  was 
referred,  the  21st  instant,  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  20th 
instant,  as  relates  to  the  preservation  and  promo- 
tion  of  the  manufactures,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

I    ■       J-    .     I      ' .'■ ■••-•"'t.iiiiui;  mr        The  bill  to  provide  for  thc  ascertain in<r  anrJ  «iip 

«,?c   oVc^;  La.  "'•  "'  ?  "^"'  ''"  "r"  '^''  ^'^-    '^y^^^  °^  the  boundary  Imes  fi^ed  ^  fhe  .reatv' 
PA    tL?  thf  uithe'r  ;nn°  T"'r  ^^'  ^'IT     "''^^  ^''^  "^'"'^   ^"'^-"''  «"^  ^^^  otheVpurpo^ 

S'."/^.^.^!.!!'".'"^'^  '°  '^«  negative-yeas  G,  nays    amended,  the  President  rep^rteS  it  to  IheVouse 

'  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  en'^rossed 


yjua  Sands.-'  was  n?ad  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
i*«;  The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
^jward  Hailowell.''  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
Jritfssed. 

■'*i?^*'*  ^^'"'^  re»umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
.  fVhole.  the:Consid.eration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
^^cl  to  provide  additional  revenues  fur  defraying 
jjJl^expenvesofGUvernraent.  and  maintainins  the 


^9^as  follows: 

ir-^*"Ti!^^f"-  ^>^*^^'  ^aiHard.  Morrow,  Robertu 
^l  Wt,  and  Ta|-lor.  ' 

^  IJats— Mejsrs.  Anderson,  Barbour.  Barn*  Bibb 
Tr(taentm  German,  Giles.  Goldsborough,  Gore.  Hun' 
-^riKcrr  Kn,g,  Laoock,  Lambert.  Smith,  Thompson, 
g  u(ner,  V  a.itum,  W  ells,  and  Wharton. 


and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill   to  repeal  certain  acts   therein    men- 

tVutnpT  V'i...>ii,„   w»ii         I  vji-i-'  ' ^''""'    t'oned  was  read  the  second  time. 

M  mner,  vaurum,  W  ella,  and  Wharton.  Tho  kill     ^r,.;.i    i  .i  a  i 

*    .,     .  '       Abe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  the 

act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
land  titles  in  the  8tate  of  Louisiana  and  Terri- 
..  ...,„,...  „.  .^  ^ummiuee  oi  the  '  ^""^l  °f  ^'^''°^''^'  approved  April  12,  1814,"  was 
3V  feole.  the  qonsidfiration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -'An  ^  ^econd  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 

fw:tjfor  the  r.Mief  of  Jacob  Shinnick.  and  Sh,...i,,    """^^  to  whom  was   referred,  the  21st  Septem- 
ber, the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indi- 
■  ana  Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  continue   in  force    for  a 
imited  time,  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for'estab- 
lishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian   tribes" 
was^  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

j      The  bill,  entitled   "An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Ja- 
I  cob  Shinnick.  and  Shoultz,  and  Vogeler,  of  Chris- 
tian  Chapman,  and   the  legal  representative  of 
John  Calef,  decea.sed,"  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  GiLEd.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
V-h,rton.  -""•    ""'■    '•'''''''    ^"^«"  *»J    '^J^^rrvd  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lor  the  rehel  of 

*'   ■  William   H.  Washington,"  reported"  it   uuhout 

ameudmem;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in 
Conimitteeof  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  eniiiled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues    or  de/rayiug  the  expenses  of  Guve?n 
nient,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  Dis.rict  of  Columbia," 
a'i"''\  ,f'''""'^  time  and  pa>>ed. 
'  .;       If         "'^li'ng  'urlher  provision  for  comple- 
.  tmg  the  public   buildings  at  West  Point,  for   the 
,  accommodation  of   the  Military  Academy,  was 
I  read  a  third  time  and  passed 

IfR.solred.  That  the  Committee  on  Forei-^n  Re-    informp  llf  '^"'"  "^^^'^"^«  ^^  Representatives 

|l  .ops   be  instructed  to   inquire  mto  the  e'xned        hi  r  ?'°''"*^  "'"'  '^'^  """^*^  '^'=>agree  to 

ii^7-  of  making  further  provision  for  the  collec     dlJf'  "^  "''^  cotnmittee  cf  conference  on  the 

«?u7a  of  the  revenue.  *'°"^*'   i  f '^agreeing  votes  ol  the  two  Houses  respectincr   > 

;  t  i  '  ^^^  resolution  expressive  of  the  thank.s  of  Cod'- 


;^    And    no   amendment    having    been    proposed 
^eteto.  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
^The  Seuate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
3V  feole.  the  qonsid«ration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -'An 
^t^for  the  rHief  of  Jacob  Shinnick.  and  Shoultz 
^cl  Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  le^al 
JfP.esentativeof  John  Calef.  deceased;  and  Mr 
^ApNu.M  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair 
•:}(Jn  motion,  by  Mr.  Wells,  that  the  further 

JtoideratioB  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
"^day  in  .,Iarch  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 

^     itive— yeas  8,  nays  17,  as  follows  : 

1;!w'tk~''^''*"-v"''^^'  ^"''"^'  ^•"'•-   K'ng.  Mor- 
^^w,  1  hompscn,  V  aroum,  and  Wells. 

»i\!^JV"'^'"""'  ^,'-'^"«°"'  Barbour.  Barry.  Brown, 
I^l^L  d"!'"'""'  ^""^an-  Giles.  Gold^borough.  Kerr 
^£pton""'  ^'^''^'   '''''■   '^^^''^^'  Turne'r  aTd 

Vl'/l'^'  .r  ^"^^"^"^^nt  having  been  proposed 
l^e^eto  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  ind  it  i 
.^^a^  ordered  that  it  pass  to  the  third  readin-. 
^The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
JJ  l¥)le,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
fljerjprov.sio,,  for  completing  the  public  buildings 
a  fVest  Fumt.  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
J^Utary  Academy;  and  no  amendment  havinrr 
IJ'er)  proposed  thereto,  on  the  que>tion.  Shall  thi's 
W  Pe  ensrroAsed  ami  read  a  third  time?  it  was 
•^.ermined  m  the  affirmative. 
l;;Oh  motion   by  Mr.  Cuace, 
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gress  lo  Major  General   Jackson,  and  the  troops 
under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  ;  and  that 
the   resolution   be  modified   accordingly.      They 
have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concernins 
the  flotilla  service,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which   they  request  the   con- 
currence of  the  Senate.     They  have  passed  a  res- 
olution for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  wait  upon  the  President,  and  request  that  he 
recommend  a  day  of  thanksgiving  to  Almighty 
God,  for  restoring  to  these  United  States  the  bless- 
ings of  peace.     T^ey  have  also  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  fix  the  compensations  and  in- 
crease the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and   internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, connected  with  the  collection  thereof;"  in 
which   resolution  and  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.     They  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  fifth  amendment  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend 
the  act.  t  ntitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  layintr  a  di- 
rect tax   upon  the   United  States,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same;"  and  the 
act.  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the   public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on   household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  sil- 
ver watches."     They  ask  a  conference  thereon, 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence proposed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned. 

Ordered,  Thai  Messrs.  Taylor,  King,  and 
Giles,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Tay- 
lor, Daggett,  Brow.n,  Chace,  and  Roberts. 
were  apf)ointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
was  three  times  read  by  unanimous  consent,  con- 
curred in,  and  Messrs.  S.mith  and  Tait  appointed 
the  committee  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  flotilla  service' 
and  for  other  purposes,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  re- 
specting the  resolution  expre.Nsive  of  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  sallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New^Orleans 
reported,  ' 

That  tboy  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  adop- 
Uon  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  a  modification  of 
the  original  resolution  and  proposed  amendment,  lo 
read  as  follows : 

Reaolred,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprrsenta- 
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tiveiofthe  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  at- 

srmbled.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  given  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and 
through  him  to  the  ofTicers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular 
army,  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  volunteers,  under  hu 
command,  the  greater  proportion  of  which  troops  con- 
sisted of  mihtia  and  volunteers  suddenly  collected  to- 
gether, for  their  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
conspicuously  displayed  against  the  enemy,  from  the 
time  of  his  landing  before  New  Orleans  until  his  final 
expulsion  therefrom  ;  and  particularly  for  their  valor 
skill,  and  good  conduct,  on  the  8ih  of 'January  last,  in 
repulsing  with  great  slaughter,  a  numerous  British 
army  of  chosen  veteran  troops,  when  attempting,  by  t 
bold  and  daring  attack,  to  carry  by  storm  the  works 
hastily  thrown  up  for  the  protection  of  New  Orleans; 
and  thereby  obtaining  a  most  signal  victory  over  the 
enemy,  with  a  disparity  of  loss,  on  his  part,  unexam- 
pled in  military  annals. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conference;  whereupon 
Resolved,    unanimously,    That    they    concur 
therein,  and  that  the  resolution  be  modified  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee;  and  the  amendments  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  exploring  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  its  waters, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  wa'  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Daggett,  .'"rom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  discharge  of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from  imprison- 
ment," reported  it  without  amendment ;  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hynum."  was  resumed  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  ;  and.  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  ealiiled  "An 
act  concerning  the  College  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  ;"  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pre.side.nt  of  the  United  States: 
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r|TV  /A«  Sf»ja/f  anrf  House  of 
»1  Reprtsentanves  of  the  United  States  : 

..  n  iPeace  having  happily  taken  place  betwefti  the  Uni- 
i.  .'tfcd  SlatcB  und  Great  Britain,  it  is  desirable  to  guard 
jlJi-l^ainst  in(-i4ent«,  which,  during  pK>riod8  of  war  in  Eu- 
^jrc'pe,  might  tend  to  interrupt  it;  and,  it  is  believed,  in 
•jpirticular,  that  the  navigation  of  American  vessels  ex- 
jjjjcljisively  by  Amerifan  seamen,  either  natives  or  such 
Siaj}  are  already  natujalized,  would  not  only  conduce  to 
U.'th,e  attainint-nt  of  (hat  object,  but  also  to  increase  the 
I  jnijjmber  of  (jur  8ea;Tncn,  and,  consequently,  to  render 
\^i  '  •    •  •     -     -    ■ 


Proceedingt. 


Fbbrdart,  1815. 


olution  shall  not  be  so  construed  u  to  prevent  the 
Secretary  and  Clerk  aforesaid  from  contracting  for 
separate  parts  of  the  supplies  of  stationery  and  print- 
ing required  to  be  furnished. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject-matter  thereof,  referred  to  ihem. 


\.T  comracrre  and  navigation  independent  of  the  ser-  i       Mr 
!:'vi^-e  of  foreigners,  vyho  might  be  recalled  by  their  Gov-  \  fairs. 


Mo.NDAY,  February  27. 
Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 

-       ;  -,  „  ,  irs.   reported   a  bill   concerning   the   Naval  Es- 

I'erfiments,  under  ciicumstances  the  most  inconvenient    tabiishtiient  j  and  the  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to 

|;5tojthe  United  States.     I  recommend  the  subject,  there-  |  the  second  reading. 

I  jfo<e,  to  the  cooside,'ation  of  Congress,  and.  in  deciding  [      Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 

'SlSTt  ih  *''•  P"T  !•  "'  '^'^  7"  ^"'^'^"''y."-  I  lations,  wh..  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
.jA.4iate  the  policy  of  manifesting  to  the  world  a  desire,  ;  expedieticy  of  making  provision  by  law  to  relea  e 
\A>ix  all  occisjons,  to  cultivate  harmony  with  other  na-  '  all  or  nnv  rlaim<  nf  Th«  IT..;.        c.    .  ^^^'^^^^ 

^.4ns,  by  any  reasonable  accommodations  which  do  not  ^'^^  Umted   Slates  to  penal- 

iljiiHpair  the  e.ijovme^t  of  anv  essential  ricrhts  of  .  (r..  I  "'';  ^^  forfeitures,  under  acts  which  have  imposed 

prohibitions  or   temporary   restrictions   on    cora- 


i^iHpair  the  mjoymectof  any  essential  rights  of  a  free 
jS*n^  independent  people.  The  example  on  the  part  of 
|I^h.«;  American  Government  will  merit,  and  may  be  ex- 
I  Jpt-x-ted  to  receive,  a  reciprocal  attention  from  all  the 
Ipri^ndly  Pow  era  of  Europe. 

}f    *  JAMES  MADISON. 

.^A8iii\(,To!«,  Feb.  25,  1815. 

e   Mtijsage   was   read,   and   referred  to  the 


jf     -Th  ^     .     .   _.._   .,.. „  ,.. 

{j-^V'™'»'"f*  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consideran 
Ij^ffwrt  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
•ij  iVVIr.  DA-:jr.ETT.  from   the  committee  to  whom 
♦Wras  referrej  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
tji«<f  of  VViUiam  P.  Bennett,  of  the  State  of  New 

■i?!^/''"  ^'^f**^^^'^^  '^  without  amendment,  and  the 
l«iw  was  cpnsideted  as  in  Committee  ot  the 
j.W.hoie;    aiid    the  further  consideration    thereof 


j»po«itponed  t»  Monday  next. 

'!'A  f"}^'  *^'^^  P''*^^''nted  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor 

IjAldermen.  and  Common  Council,  of  the  city  of 

jifx-iw  York, ;prayini;  the  reimbursement  of  certain 

^UWns  advHiiced  and  expended  in  the  defence  of 

Hlhj-  third  military  district,  as  slated  in  the  memo- 

;r»a|l;    which   was  read,  and   referred  to  a  select        .,      „ 

^tuinmitte.-.  Jo  conl,ider  and  report  thereon   by  bill  i  *  Roberts  also  reported    the   bill   without 

bf 'otherwise  !    ami   M^.;.,.,    V..-,.    T __'i.r  ""-""-I 


mercial  intercourse,  and  to  discontinue  prosecu> 
tions  therefor,  upon  payment  of  costs  legally  in- 
curred, reported  the  following  re.-oluiion^  which 
was  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  such 
provi>.ion. 

.Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Robert  and 

i  John  Oliver  and  others,  owners  of  property  in  the 

I  neighborhood  of  Baltimore,  which,  in  the  late  at- 

,  tack  of  the  enemy  on  that  city,  was  destroyed  or 

injured,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  fortifications  ; 

and   praying   payment  therefor,  as  stated  in  the 

petition;  which   was  read,  and   referred    to   the 

committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 

of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washingtoa 

Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report  theTeon 

by  bill  or  otherwise, 

Mr.   RoHtRTd,  from   the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitle-!  "An  act  for  the  re- 


defence    ot      I      r     r    f  T-w       1     '., '." "*"*  '"'    ""^   '^' 

liet  of  James  Doyle.'  made  a  report  thereupon; 


whi 


ch  was  read. 


:jj  Wrerf.  ^y  Me  Senate  and  Howe  of  Represent  a- 
t>^te3fthei,uted^^latesofAmerirain  Von\rrcss  a,- 
•  Jr  J  V  \''^M^'«  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
jjt^crk  of  th^:  Houst  of  Representatives  be  directed 
•>Jnftiediately  Kfter  thi;  adjournment  of  the  present  and 
j^cSi  succeeding  Congress,  to  adverUse  three  weeks 
?i  ^^V^r"'".'-^'  '"  '"°  newspapers  printed  in  the  District 
vf  l^olumbiajfor  proposals  for  supplying  the  Senate 
Sn(»  House  of  Keprcjsentativcs,  during  the  succeeding 
17  oftgress,  wuh  the  hccessary  stationery  and  printing- 
i%  hjch  advertiiicmcnt shall  describe  the  kind  ol  station- 
jf  -yiand  printjtng  required;  and  that  the  proposals  to 
J*  Jnade  bt  accompanied  with  suflicient  security  for 
.»ctr  p«'rform»nce.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
>afcfetary  and  Clerk  aforesaid,  in  the  month  of  April 
j^eneafter,  to  notify  the  lowest  bidder  or  bidders 
•;«S(vhpsc  secu.nics  are;  deemed  sutFicient,)  of  the  accept- 
♦t^ct  of  his  or  their  proposals  :  Provided,  That  this  rcs- 

iH'-'  t        I 


,,  ..v^.u  i„c  «.uiijiuuii;t;  lo  wnom 

the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  ol  Peter  Landais  ;  and  the  bill   was  read 
and  passed  to  the  stcond  reading.  ' 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  ascertaininr-  and 
surveying  of  the  boundary  lines  fixed  by  ihe!reatv 
wilh  the  Creek  Indiana,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  fur  exploring  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  and  its  waters,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

1  he  resolution  directing  the  manner  of  provid- 
ing stationery,  and  procuring  the  printing  for  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
ol  the  Whole;  and,  no  amendment  havin<r  been 
proposed  thereto,  on  the  question.  Shall  thfs  reso- 
lution be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 


C 


» 
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to  be  printed,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  printed. 


FEBRtJARY,  1815.  froceeaxngt.  Se«at«. 

The  Presii)Ent  comrnunicated  a  report  of  the  J  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  R^rVs^a- 
Postrnasler  General,  relative  to  the  salaries  of  tives  of  the  United  State,  of  America  in^cZTrt. 
the  clerks  of  that  department ;  which  was  read.     ,  assembUd,  That  the  Secretary  of  Statecause  tobfd" 

Mr.   (jERMAN.   from    the   committee   to  whom     tnbuted  among  the  members  of  the  present  Concresi 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  supplemen-    copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ordered  bv  law 

tary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  or-    *"  ^^  —■"•-' •■  ■ 

ganization   of  the  courts   of  the    United    States 
within  the  State  of  New  York,"  re[)orted  it  with 
amendments,  which  were  read,  and  considered  as  i 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  amendments  i 
having  been  agreed  to.  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly.  ' 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en-  I 
grossed. and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  asamended  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  aflSrmative.  i 

•Mr.  GiLE.s.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


TcESDAV,  February  28. 
Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  existing  between  the  Execu- 
tive authority  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
authoriiies  of  some  of  the  individual  Slates  re- 
specting the  relative  powers  of  the  general  and 
..II.  ^lor..-..  iiuui  iiic  uuiiiiiiiKtft;  lo  wnom  was  |  Slate  Governments  over  the  militia;  and  the  re- 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  port  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
of  James  Savage  and  others,"  reported  it  without  i  use  of  the  Senate. 

amendment;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  j  Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  ;  lalions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Messa<re°of  the 
reading.  j  President  recommending  certain   regulations  re- 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tiie  relief  of  Sol-    specting  American  seamen,  made  a  report,  which 
omon  Frazer,  and  the  representatives  of  Charles    was  read  and  agreed  to.  as  follows: 
Eccleston,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and   passed.  "  That  they  fully  accord  in  the  policy  recommended 

I  T^r,^''!^^"  "'^J  "An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Wil- I  of  avoiding,  by  prudent  regulation's,  the  occrence  o»' 
nam  H.  Washington,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  j  circumstances  which  mav  disturb  a  liberal  intercourse 
^*q'^     KM        ....  r        .  .  I  With  foreign  nations,     they  are,  moreover,  persuaded 

Ihe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  i  ^"al  the  navigation  of  ,\merican  vessels,  exclusively 
heirs  of  James  Hynum.'"  was  read  a  third  time.  !  ^y  American  seamen,  either  natives,  or  such  as  are 
and  passed.  j  already  naturalized,  would  not  only  have  the  tendency 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Col-  ^  render  our  commerce  and  navigation  independent  of 
lege  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia."  J''^  service  of  foreigners,  but  that  it  would  be  calcu- 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  parsed.  '       '*^*''^  '^^  remove  the  pretext  under  which  the  American 

The  bill,  entitled   'An  act  authorizin<T  the  dis-     "''^'^ation  has  heretofore  been  interrupted. 

"out- while  the  committee  consider  the   subject  of 


charge  of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from  imprisonment." 
was  read  a  third  lime.  and.  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  Walter  and 
Miller,  and  others,  owners  of  certain  vessels  .sail- 
ing under  foreign  flags,  and  praying  relief,  as 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
ol  the  Anacosta  Brid3e  Company,"  reported  it 
without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Commute  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  cer- 
tain acts  therein  mentioned;  and  no  amendment 
havmg  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question, 
tshall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  asm  Committee  of  the 
Whole.ihe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 

TJ:iA"  '^^'V^'f'^  P.Bennet.of  ^le 
State  of  New  \  ork  ;"  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading 
Mr  Brown  submitted  the  followingresolution- 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  readin^r- 


the  President  s  Message  highly  important,  they  regret 
that  the  session  of  Congress  is  so  near  its  close,  that 
questions  affecting  the  foreign  as  well  as  the  domestic 
policy  of  the  nation  cannot  now  receive  the  deliberate 
and  full  examination  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

"The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  fo'llowine 
resolution  :  " 

"  Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Message  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress." 

-Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Forei«rn 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  further  to  provide  tor 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnao-e- 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second' 
reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  sundry  persons  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  their 
tools  by  fire  at  the  navy  yard;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

•Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  commitie'e  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mental to  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  Siate  of  Louisiana 
and  Territory  of  Missouri,'  approved  April  12, 
1814,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
in  March  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Preside.nt  or  the  United  States. 
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To  the  Srriflte  of  the  United  States  . 

I  transmU  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  15th 
:  of  Deceoibcr  last. 

„,  •  JAMES  MADISON. 

_  I      vV  ASHifjcTo.f ,  February  28,  1815, 

!^.     The  Vtessage  and   report   therein    referred   to 
\iX  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
i.i       Mr.  MrtRRow,  from   the  committee  to  whom 
I^Jwas  referii^ed  tht»  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
>  J  .Jhe  sale  of  publjc  lands,  which  may  hereafter  be 
:^  iorfeited  ^yilhin  the  Jeffersoovilie  land  district,  at 
j^.fhe  land  (.ffice  of  said  district,"  reported  it  with- 
Ai-.oxii  amenUmenC;  and,  on  motion   hy  Mr.  Mor- 
•»1  Kow,  the  iu^thec  consideration  thereof  was  posi- 
*L  poned  to  Ae  second  Monday  in  March  next. 
;?J,     The  aniendmcnts  to  tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
ijj'for  the  beiier  teganization   of  the  courts  of  the 
;jl  United  Spates  wfithin   the   Stale  of  New  York." 
'J^  .having  b^n  repiorted  by  the  committee  correctly 

•engrossed;   the  ibill    was    read    a    third    time   as 

amended.! 

Resolve^.  Thu  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  re.'olutioia  directing  the  manner  of  pro- 
^  viding  siaiionerr.  and  procuring  the  printing  for 
5^^ -the  Senat^  and  House  of  Representatives,  was 
1^  read  a  thud  tira?,  and  passed. 
|!  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tavlor.  the  committee  to 
j»  whom  wa^  refer.-ed  the  petition  of  James  Lamb 
Mof  Charle>»on.  wtre  discharged  from  the  further 
ii*  ponsideratjon  thereof. 

;|3      Mr.  Tai^f.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, repuhed    ijie  following  resolutions,  which 


Fbbruart,  1815. 


I  were  read  and  ajreed  to  . 

A«oW,'  That; the   Secretary  of  the  NaTy  be  re- 

Ij quested  to  report  to  the  Senate,  in   the  first  week   of 

,Mthe  next  »e^aion.  a- system  for  the  gradual  and   perma- 

rJncnt  increa,e  of  th,<  .Navy  of  the  United  States. 

VJ      Resolved,  That  (he  said  SecreUry   report,  as  afore- 

gwid.  the  exnend.turcs  and  contracU  which  have   been 

■^SJllrcVlHr        ^^^'"^  ^**'*'''"  °'"  ^^^  ''*'^  °^  '^"^  '-^^^^  "'' 

\\   J^'^'^Y'^'l'^^'^  ihe  Secret.^ry  of  the  Navy  report,  a^ 
p^aforesaid,  w»iat  mepures  have  been  taken  to  carry  mto 
\  i^'"^""^"  tUe  laws'  respecting  navy  hospitals. 
\i}J     u^'f'-^^"'  '*^"  ""^  Secretary  report,  as  afore- 
£^.K  ''aI   "?'*'"'^J^  ^r'  ^""  »'^^"  f^'  'he  execution 

^iiTng  the  xtw/'    *'^PI''""^"'"y  '^  'he  act  for   increas- 

||J     /?«o/r.c/.  That  tpc  Secretary  lay  before  the  Senate. 
.^Jt  the  comiT^encemtnt  of  the  next  session,  a  corrected 
l^egister  of  the  IS  avy  and  Marine  Corps, 
ij    Mr.  Lai;ock  submitted  the   following  resolu- 
ifwin"".     '^  '"'"  ''^'^-  ^"'^  ^^'''^   '^   'he   second 

^l^''^'^'  '^''  ^^^"'  "^^^^^y-  ^^"J^"'**^  G.  Bowen, 
^rti    Tobias  .Simpson,  assistants    to   the   Sergeant-al- 

*.«ns  and  D(v.rkeer.er  of  the  Senate,  be  paid,  out  of 
.-ihr  contingent  fund,  two  dollars   a  day  for  each   day 

..«^fy  may  have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present 
|<!^.on  of  C  cviRress  and  that  Charles  Tims  be  allowed 
J  javenty-hvc  dollars  for  his  attendance  during  the  pres- 
\  ^t»\  session.  ^  |  o         t  ^o 

J    ^The  resoiution'last  mentioned  was  read   the 
i!|e<^nd  time^  by  utjaniraous  consent,  and  consid 


{ 


ered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined*  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  aflirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais  was 
read  the  second  time;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr 
Bibb,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  resolution  directing  the  distribution  araon-^ 
the  rnembers  of  the  present  Congress  of  copies  of 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and.  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  accordm^rly 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolutfon  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  the  27th  instant,  by  the  Com- 
™'i'r  °"  ^"^^.'f"  lif-lations.  and  agreed  thereto. 

1  he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Savage  and  others."  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
parsed. 

The  bill,  entitled  -An  act  for  the  r.lief  of  the 
Anacosta  Bridge  Company."  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled -An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Bennet,  of  the  State  of  New  York."  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Uhole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  system  ol  navigation  for  the  United  States; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

Ihe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle,"  together 
with  the  report  of  the  select  committee  thereon  ; 
and.  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
ime?  It  wa.  determined  in  the  negative.  So 
the  bill  was  lost.  " 

AMENDMENTS  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  for  consideration  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, requesting  the  Senators  of  the  State  aid 
the    Representatives    of   the    people    thereof    m 

d^av'o'Tai  c'  ''""^"   ^'^'^^  'i  us^'lh'rr'e" 
of  ,h/  p""Sr«s  propose  to  the  Legislatures 

of  the  several  Stales,  for  their  adoption,  the  fol- 
lowing amendments  of  the  Constitution  of  the 

United  Statts.  viz: 

n^fi""""."^'^'*"''*"'^''''"  ""'^  •^''•''c'  t*'""  shall  bcan- 
porioned  among  the  several  State-  which  may  betn 
eluded  within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respectvo 
numbers    of  free  persons,   includufg  those    bo^d     « 

a"ed  Z!  .rr'  ''"''  ""'  "^'"^'"^  Indians  „i: 
laieu,  and  aij  other  persons. 

'"Second.  No  new  Stale  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
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Union  by  Congress,  in  virtne  of  the  power  granted  by 

the    Constitution,  without  the  concurrence   of  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses, 

Third.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  to  lay  any 
embargo  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  ports  or  harbors  thereof,  for  more 
than  sixty  days. 

Fourth.  Congress  shall  not  have  power,  without  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  to  inter- 
dict the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  any  foreign  nation,  or  the  dependencies 
thereof. 

Fifth.  Congress  shall  not  make  or  declare  war,  or 
anthoriie  acts  of  hostility  against  any  foreign  nation, 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses, 
except  such  acU  of  hostilities  be  in  defence  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  when  actually  invaded. 

Sixth.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  natural- 
iied,  shall  he  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  or 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  U'nited  States,  nor 
capable  of  holding  any  civil  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

Seventh.  The  same  person  shall  not  be  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  a  second  time  ;  nor  shall 
the  President  be  elected  from  the  same  State  two 
terms  in  succession. 

And  the  resolution  and  proposed  amendments 
were  read. 


furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches"  re- 
ported :  ' 

"  That  they  have  met  the  said  managers,  and,  after 
conferring  with  them,  have  agreed  to  recommend  to 
the  Senate,  that  as  the  said  amendment  would  have  no 
effect  for  the  present  year,  the  Senate  do  recede  from 
said  amendment." 


Wed.nesday,  March  1. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Walter  and  Miller,  and  others,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 

.Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Sprigg,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment; and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  lime 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed, 

.Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed, 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  .service  of 
the  United  States,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments; and  .Mr,  Talbof  proposed  for  considera- 
tion sundry  amendments  to  the  bill  ;  which  were 
read  ;  and  on  motion,  by  .Mr,  Giles,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  and  amendments  were 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr,  Taylor,  from  the  managers  appointed  by 
the  Senate  to  confer  with  the  managers  appointed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  fifth 
amendment  made  by  (he  S.-nate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled An  act  to  amend  the  act.  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expen.ses  ot  Government,  and  maintaining"  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"'  and  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintainin" 
Ihe  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conference.  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  therein,  and  ihat 
they  recede  from  their  said  fifih  amendment  to 
said  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  thecommittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  lix  the  com- 
pensations, and  increase  the  responsibility,  of  the 
collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the  collec- 
tion thereof,"  reported  it  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  having  been  amended,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

0(1  the  question.  Shall  the  amendm'ent  be  en- 
gros.sed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  am'end- 
ed?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

.Mr,  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Kid.  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  made  report,  together  with 
the  following  resolution,  which  wa>  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Morrow,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  W. 
Ladd,  Joseph  Ladd,  and  Thomas  Norvell,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

.Mr,  Lacock  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay, 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  to  Tobias 
Simpson,  two  hundred  dollars,  in  consideration  of  his 
uniform  good  conduct,  and  particularly  for  his  exer- 
tions to  save  the  public  property  in  the  Capitol,  both 
before  and  after  the  destruction  thereof  by  the  enemy. 

The  resolution  last  menlioned  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative ;  and  the  resolution  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  provide  for  the  colUction  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  persons  in  the 
service  of  the  United   States,  in  consequence  of 
the  destruction  of  their  tools  by  fire  at  the  navy 
yard,  was  read  the   second   lirae,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amend- 
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^•Ujhaving  been  rnade  thereto,  on  the  question,  !  United  State.  :  and.  in  order  ih^i'^^^^^^^^^, 

^lU  tl.is    hi;      be    engrossed    and    road   a    third  hibit  a  full  view  of  the  whole  Indian  tradrjurTne  the 

ti|',^  ?  It  wasdeternjined  in  the  affirmative.  term  aforesaid,  that  the  President  be  further  reuueated 

j.>  ent-ssage  l/om  tl^e  House  of  Representatives  to  direct  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade  and  every 

ilt|.t(ned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed  other  pubhc  agent  concerned  therein,  to  furni«h  to  the 

i|t^llj  eniilled   "An  ^ct   to  vest   more   effectually  Secretary  of  War  such  acccunU  and  statements  as  he 

tf-l'lf     State     rni)rr«     anA    in    ik.^   ,i;^i.:..     .  c  mnv   mil   fr>r     in     onal.U    k:.«     >~ I 


o<ah^  United:  Stat.-!i;"  i,,  which   bills   they  re 
qsjr^t.the  coDcurrenc<?  of  the  Senate. 

"he  three  bll>  la$i  mentioned  were  read,  and 

ked  to  the  s^^cond  readin"'. 


ansportatt'jii,  ana  an  omer  incidental  charges  ;  .uu 
also,  a  statement  of  losses,  whether  of  goods  or  effecu] 
intended  for  the  Indians,  or  received  from  them. 

Also,  a  like  annual  account  of  the  whole  of  the  In- 

^^^!:^t^^^:::^^  ^:^i'::i  \  !^-' ™'  ---'  «^^^«  ^»^-  trad,  exhib. 


r«T'lhnZ'7M'"'K'  ^'^^  ^""^J  States,"  was    iting   the  "profit   and    Ios«  "thc7eord"unngThe"te;m 
r«^  ihe  second  time.by  unanimous  consent,  and    aforeaaid.  ""g   me  lerm 


°i  "h '?M"inurv 'a^^'  'f"""'^  'r  '^'  S""^"""-        ^i'""'  *i"  ^"°""^  °^  '^'  '""""^^  -"J  P--nta  due. 
e>,*6!3   MihtHcy    Afliirs,  to  consider  and  report  ,  paid,  and  delivered,  to  the   respective   Indian   tribes, 

Ti?t°k  II         ;    i    J    .*  I  **"""g  the  aforesaid   term ;  specifying  the  dates  when 

jfhV  hill^entitled  -rAn  act  regulalin?  and  de- '  the  «*'ne   were  due,  and   when   ihey  were  paid   and 
i  .        ,T  .  States' judges  for  !  dehvered. 

read   the   second  \      ^^at   the  Secretary  do,  furthermore,  report  to  Ihe 
3  Muiiseiii,  and  considered  as  in  1  ^°**"    ^"   ~'~'-~^       '     ' 

luee  of  the  Whole  ;  and,  no  amendment  '  ^"^V     .         . -»-« 

employed  in  the  superintendence  and  management  of 
Indian  affairs  would  be  advantageous  ;  whether  the 
consolidation  of  the  whole  care  and  management 
thereof,  and  the  placing  of  the  same  in  a  single  depart- 
ment, would  be  expedient;  and  whether  a  plan  may 
not  be  devised  that  will  be  equally  advantageous  to 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  more  economical  to  the  pub- 
Cutigresa    jic.  whereby  the   Indian  trade  may,  under  safeguarda 


n4^pj4  the  dutjfs  of  tjie  United  S 
tfc^ii; Territory  of  Illinois."  was   r 
ti»e^  |)y  unanmious  qonsent,  ar  ' 
C|i:iii$miee  of  the  Whole;  an 
hJ«.in^  been    proposjjd   thereto 
likid  reading. 

jf  h^  resolution  relative  to  i 
t*  laiws  of  the   United   States 


M.V  ■■      '""•"'^-     **as   read   the   second  i       * "»'   '"'^  secretary  do,  lurthermore,  report  to  Ihe 

tije^  l)y  unanmious  qonsent,  and  considered  as  in  I  ^o**^    his   opinion,  whether   any  alteration  of  the 

CJi4ii$miee  ol   the   Whole;  and,  no  amendment  '  Powers  and  duties  of  the  several   officers   and   agents 

n^  been    proposjjd   thereto,  it    passed  to    the    f^P'^X*"^  '"  'he  superintendence  and  management  of 

I  readme.  Indian   affairs  would   be   advantageous  ;  whether  the 

the  distribution  of 

s,  as  amended,  was 

read  4  third  time,  and  passed,  as  follows: 

r£!'trn'  ^^''^'  5'"?^''  "'"^  ^""^  "f  Representa 

StJll  I    Tu'i^  ^J°^"  ''f  ^^''*""'«^"  '■"  Congress     ''^.  wuereoy  me    inuian  trade  may,  under  safeeuarda 

^Z&  {  ^"^  '\  ^"'^'"^y  ""^  ^''■"'  """  '^  t**  ^  **""f'"  ""i-J  O"  hy  individuals,  or  by  prfv.i 
d^tAb|^^ied  amodig  the  "members  of  the  present  Con-  companies,  instead  of  the  manner  in  wH.ch  ihe  Mme 
fri«#  Jop.es  of  (|,e  law-  of  the  United  States,  ordered     is  now  conducted.  ""* 

c5i;.UteS.  "^  ^"'''^'  '^'  """"  "   '^'  "™«  "'>^"  ^'  :       ^^  =^ecret  session- 

;^*^/tW,  Th^t  so  many  of  the  remaining  copies  of  w^  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
thtjla^s  as  a,o,not  already  distributed,  Le^er'ted  S^P  ^^^P^*^-"'*'' v-.  by  Mr.  Ga.ton  and 
injthe  pongrc»si.ynal  Library.  ,  Mr.  i<  orsyth.  two  members  ol   that  body;  Mr. 

^^Ki  Kill  -     L  .     »-  I  Gasto.n.  Chairman  : 

w.    .L/.K      J'T"^'^^^*''^'  Establishment        Mr.    President:    The    House   of   Renresent. 

'rh^  "«J-i.l»  oj  ,he   Honorable  W,.uJiZ':''  ""'  """"'  ""  ""-'-«  "<  '"« 

m^  t^rt  l^^u   r,\itm    X^    A „i-.L'  ,'  '  ——~— 


J..:.^,   .  .i.       r  .       . *    T^ais,  cuujiiienc 

iD^or*  the  fo.ir.h  day  of  this  month,  were  read 
anil^la^id  on  file> 

^r.jKiNG  sut)mitte(J  the  following  motion  : 

y^Wl^'i  '^'*''!  ^^"^  I'resident  of  the  United  States 
^if^V^,  IS  hereby,  requested  to  give  instructions  to  the 
oeftfUry  of  V\  ar_ 


H  l'*'P"*^/«J  '-^y  before  the  Senate,  at   the  com- 


Thlhsday.  March  2. 
Mr.    Varnlm   submitted    for   consideration   a 
reso  ution   of  the  Legislature  of  the   Common- 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,   containing   the   same 
request,  and  embracing  the  same  objects,  of  the 

m.»4  *,  - .    c  .-■    -  —- ■ — •  -  ""^  '^"ra-    ^^*°'""*^"  o*"  'he  Legisiature  of  the  State  of  Con- 

tb51i*"i  "  V'  ""'  "*'""'''"'  ^  '^P"'^  concerning  I  "ecticut,  submitted  on  the  28th  ultimo;  and  the 

rD.nf^T.r-    P'^'il^  er^'^^^d  to,  and  trade  car-    resojuiion  and  proposed  amendments  were  read. 
iu-i/^ilrr'      .C^^^^^."^'='"'''^'*  ''■'^'■'^  Mr.  G.LE8,  from  the  Committee   on  Military 

Jorvit    fw^^*'^''-'^"''"^^''"'y^»"«"t<-c^Jent    Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill    entitled 
tof^^^hofMarOi.lSl.'i.  whether  «uchtradehasbeenl"An    act   fixing   the   Miiiury    PeLe   Fsl^b  ish 

oft      r"r"'T  ^'"^"^^'"""'"'■^^'^''"P^''"'*'"'^^"^''"^"'  °^  "'«    United    Staes"  reported    itwth 
oatd'?.n  rrade..of  the  <;overnors  of  the  several  Ter-,  amendments  '      ^  "    "^'"^ 

n.^f-.or  01  a,..>  other  person  acting  in   behalf  of  the  i       On   motion,  by   Mr.    G„.E.,  the  comtutllee    lo 
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whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  and 
John  Oliver,  and  others,  was  discharged  from  ihe 
further  consideration  thereof 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  ;"  a 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  1815;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment for  the  year  1815,"  was  read  the  second 
lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1815,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  last  mentioned 
bill,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading;  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  vest  more  effectu- 
ally in  the  State  court^.  and  in  the  district  courts 
of  the  United  States,  jurisdiction  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Barbolr, 
and  Chack.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  persons  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
the  destruction  of  their  tools  by  fire,  at  the  Navy 
*^J-  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
dx  the  conipensaiions,  and  increase  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  and  for  other  purposes  connected 
with  the  collection  thereof."  having  hecu  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended 

liesolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  thi-  President's 
Message,  of  the  20ih  ultimo,  as  relates  to  the  pre^- 
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ervation  and  promotion  of  manufactures,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Barbocr,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  manu- 
lacturers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
\yere  discharged  from  the  further  consideraiioj 
I  thereof. 

I      A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
t  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
I  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  increasing  the  compen- 
|sation  allowed  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Sen- 
ate, '  with  amendments,  in   which  they  request 
I  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.     They  have  al.so 
I  passed   the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  supple- 
[  rrientary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for 
the  indemnification  of  certain  ciaimams  of  °pub- 
lic  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory."  withamend- 
ments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  increasing  the  cempensation 
allowed  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate." 
Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tdrner, 

liesolved,   That    they    concur    therein    with 
amendments. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  title,  to  read  ''An 
act  increasing  the  compensation  allowed  the  Ser- 
geants-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives." 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  regulating  and  defin- 
ing the  duties  of  the  United  States'  judges  for 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actfixingtheMiliiary  Peace  Establishmentof  the 
United  States,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
ment proposed,  to  wit:  Section  1,  line  4,  strike 
out  "six,"  and  insert  'fifteen,"  a  division  of  the 
question  was  called  for  by  Mr,  Lacock.  and  it 
was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  21,  nays  G.  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Barbour.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,     - 
Fromentin.  (iaillard,    Giles,  Gore,    Horsey,    Howell, 
Hunter,  Kerr,   King,   Lacock,   Morrow,  Smith.  Tait, 
Taylor,  Varnum,  and  Wells, 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana.Goldsborough.  Talbot,  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  question,  to  insert  "fifteen,"  in  lieu  of 
"SIX."  stricken  out,  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative—yeas 18,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Vkas— .Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Fjo- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Giles.  Gore,  Howell,  Kerr,  King, 
Lacock,  .Morrow,  Smith,  Tail,  Taylor,  Varnum,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsbor- 
ough.  Horsey,  Hunter,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Turner,  and 
Wharton. 
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:^q'the  qupsGion  to  agree  to  the  third  araend- 
mjvi;;proposed,  to  wit:  Section  3,  line  1,  strike 
oii»'fpne  Major  General."  and  insert  "  two  Major 
G|.i(ji|als,"  it  w-as  detfrrained  in  the  affirmative — 
yijfs  15^.  nays  Ti,  as  follows  : 

'!'»*"— Messih).  Bibb.  Brown.  Chace,  Fromentin, 
Gi|Uatd,  GiIpb.  Vore,  Horsey,  Howell,  HunU>r.  King, 
Litrtok,  MorroM-.  Smith,  Talbot,  Tail,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
«oi;,  warnum,  aj^d  Weijls. 

IWaIs— Messrrt.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Tur- 
n«j^,:a4d  Wharfcn. 

■Jln^  the  other  amendments  having  been  agreed 
tojNh%  President  reported  the  bill  10  the  House 
ao^^r^ingly  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
bi{t;wias  further  amei^ded. 

i^niihe  qucMion,  S^hall  the  amendments  be  eii- 
gijfjsQd.  and  :he  bill  lead  a  third  time  as  amend- 
e(|^,  i|  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

;^*hr  araendmenI^  to  the  last  mentioned  bill 
h^iin^  been  reported  by  the  Commiltee  correctly 
erif/ro$sed,  thebill  was  read  a  third  timeasamend- 
e»t»  bw  unanintous  consent. 

Ife^lved,    That   I'.iis  bill    pass    with    araend- 

,^jn  ,-notion,  Ij^y  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed  to  amend 
thtj^ititfle.  to  read  "Ai^  act  reducing  the  military 
est^jljshment  of  the  United  States." 

jnr^BiBB.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
reifirrrtd  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  vest  more 
ef^tjally  in  the  Sia^e  courts,  and  in  the  district 
ctScivof  ihe  United 'States,  jurisdiction  in  the 
caAs -therein  mentioned,"  reported  it  without 
artiijn|ment. 

•]h|  Senate  resumed   the  bill  for   the  relief  of 
A.Cjidr  Tappan  and  John  Frothingham  ;  and,  on 
m>I(o|i,    by  Mr.   Bibi^.   the   further  consideration 
thjjfc*'  was  pq»iponetl  to  the  second  Monday  in 
M;Wck(  instant; 

Ih'*  Senate  resumtd   the  consideration  of  the 


m.|io^  made  i^  1st  Instant,  by  Mr.  King  :  and      ^"'."1    r^    h  T"^  "/  "r^  ''*^'  "T'**  T  '"  't" 
onli.  Amotion  having  h^.n  »n.JnH«,.    „,..'?".  '  We,t  Ind,e«,  by  the  sale   of  negroe.  Uken  from   the 


Also,  a  general  account  of  the  Indian  trade,  exhibiting 
the  profit  and  loss  thereof  during  the  term  aforesaid. 

Also,  an  account  of  the  annuities  and  presents  due, 
paid,  and  delivered,  to  the  respective  Indian  tribes  dur- 
ing the  aforesaid  terms  ;  specifying  the  dates  when  the 
same  were  due,  and  when  they  were  paid  and  delivered. 

That  the  Secretary  do  furthermore  report  to  the 
Senate  his  opinion,  whether  any  alteration  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  several  officers  and  agenta 
employed  in  the  superintendence  and  management  of 
Indian  affairs  would  be  advantageous ;  whether  the 
consolidation  of  the  whole  care  and  management  there- 
of, and  the  placing  of  the  same  in  a  single  department^ 
would  be  expedient ;  and  whether  a  plan  may  not  be 
devised  that  will  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  more  economical  to  the  public,  whereby  the 
Indian  trade  may,  under  safeguards,  be  hereafter  carried 
on  by  individuals  or  by  private  companies,  instead  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  same  is  now  conducted. 

SALE  OF  CAPTURED  NEGROES. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Preside.nt  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  acting 
Secretary  of  Stale,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  24th  of  October  last. 

JA.MES  MADISON. 
WisHiHCTOJf,  February  28,  1815. 

The   Message  and   report   therein   referred   to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

Depirtmixt  or  State,  Feb.  28,  1815. 

The  undersigned,  acting  as  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  24th  of  October  last,  requesting  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  (provided 
he  shall  not  consider  the  same  improper  to  be  com- 
municated.) the  proof  of  any  traffic  carried  on  in  the 


is^motion  having  been  amended,  was  agreed 
"ows 


.sVo 


t 

^sdjvtd.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 

be.^^.j  he  is  hereby,  reijuested  to  give  instructions  to 


thfrfccretary  of  War — ' 
ffljr 


..  .jreparc  and  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
me%^e;^lent  of  their  next  session,  a  report  concerning 
thojinwuities  au'J  presents  granted  to,  and  the  trade 
carfi'd  on  with,  fhe  several  Indian  tribes  within  the 
lim*'.i  of  the  United  States,  during  four  vears  anteced- 
cn«D  ihe4thof  March,,  1815;  and,  in  o'rder  that  such 
rcf^t  may  exhiL,t  a  full  view  of  the  whole  Indian  trade 
duigg  the  terra  ajoresaid,  that  the  President  be  further 
rcqJR-sted  to  direct  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade, 
anij^v^ry  other  pTiblic  agent  concerned  therein,  to  fur- 
nulv.'x*  the  Secretary  of  War  such  accounU  and  state- 
meifa  as  he  may  cull  for,  to  enable  him  to  prepare  and 
mat|^  tke  report  aforesaid. 


United  Stales,  by  the  British  forces  since  the  present 
war,  has  the  honor  to  state,  that  such  proof  was  trans- 
mitted  to    the    Executive    by    the    Hon.   St.    George 
Tucker,  in  the  form  of  an  affidavit  of  Captain  Wil- 
liams, from  which  it  ap()eared  that  he  had  been  a  pris- 
oner in  the  Bahama  islands,  and  that,  while  there,  he 
had   been   present  at  the   sale  of  negroes  taken  from 
the  vicinity  of  Norfolk  and  Hampton.     This  affidavit, 
volunUrily  given,  and  strengthened  and  corroborated 
by  a  variety  of  circumstances,  was  considered  at  the 
lime  as  full  proof  of  the  fact,  and  was  transmitted  to 
our  Ministers  at  Ghent.     When  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  was  transmitted  to  this    Department,  applica- 
tion  was  made   to    Judge  Tucker,  and  subsequently 
to  Major  Griffin,  for  the  original  affidavit,  or   for  an 
authenticated    copy  ;    a>   neither   have  yet    been    re- 
ceived, and  as  it  is  deemed  improper  longer  to  delay 
this  report,  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  refer  to  the 


1«    V  K         J    I           "^l^jri,  mc  uriuersignea  oegs  leave  to  reler  lo  tbe 

f  V^Vi     "      '^^*"^'  ^^o  <^o"'»in  an  annual  account  «ccompanying    papers,  marked    1,   2,  3,  and  4,  from 

ot  tUe  Jndian  traoe,  at  each  of  the  agencies  or  trading  which  the  material  facts  suted  in  the  affidavit  may  be 

Uoujfs.or  wheresoever  .'Ise  the  same  shall  have  been  "     '    •         "'       '                           ■         - 


»  -     --     ■ ".v.     .a...,,    oiiaii    uixtK-    UKCn 

car,{*d;>n.  including  therein  the  expenses  of  buildings, 
trai;jp<irtalion,  and  all  -other  incidental  charges;  as 
also)3  sjatemtnl  ^f  losses,  whether  of  goods  or  effects, 
inteaie^  for  the  Indians  or  received  from  thero. 

..  •^5'**  *  '"''*  annual  acount  of  the  whole  of  the  In- 
aiaii(raJc.  \ 


I 


collected,  and  the  circumstances  which  have  prevented 
its  transmission  to  this  Department  explained.  This 
subject  will  be  further  investigated  with  a  view  to 
place  it,  in  all  its  circumstances,  in  the  most  satisfac- 
tory light. 

All  which  IS  respectfully  submitted, 

JAS.  MONROE. 
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Sale  of  Captured  Negroes. 


No.  I.  ] 

RicHKOND,  November  24,  1814. 
8i«:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  you   a  letter  ! 
from  my  friend,  .Mr.    Cabell,  and  one   from   Mr.  John  : 
Tabb  Smith,  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  affidavit  ' 
was  made,  a  copy  of  which  I  trinsmitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent.    Mr.  Campbell  has  written  to  Major  Griffin  to  ! 
endeavor  lo  procure  the  original,  and  if  he  should  for- 
tunately obtain  it,  I  will  lose  no  lime  in  forwarding  it  I 
to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  air,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  ; 

ST.  G.TUCKER. 
Jobs  Graham,  Esq., 

Department  of  State,  Wajihington. 


No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Joseph  C.  Cabell,  Esq.,  to  the 
Hon.  Sf.  George  Tucker,  dated 

RicHMo.fD,  November  22,  1814. 

Mt  DtAB  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the 
14th  instant,  embracing  an  extract  from  the  letter  re- 
cently written  to  you  by  Mr.  Graham,  of  the  Depart- 
ment  of  Slate,  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Suies,  of  the  24lh  ultimo. 

I  distinctly  recollect  all  the   material  circumstances 
in  regard  to   the  copy  of  the  affidavit,  which  you  for- 
warded to  the  President.  About  the  period  that  Major 
1  homas  Onffin,  of  York,  went  on   board  the  British 
squadron  in   Lynnhaven  bay,  for   the  purpose  of  en- 
deavoring to  recover  his  negroes,  who  had  gone  off  to 
the  enemy.  I  happened  to  be  in  Williamsburg.     The 
destination   of  the  slaves  that  had  been  taken  or  re- 
ceived  by  the  British,  was  then  a  subject  of  curiosity 
and  concern  throughout  the  lower  country.     I  under- 
stood that  a  seafaring  man,  of  the  name  of  Williams 
who  had  been  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  and  had  re- 
cently arrived  at  Hampton,  had  gone  in  company  with 
Major  Thomas  Criffin,  of    York,   before  John    Tabb 
Smilh,a  respectable  magistrate  of  the  county  of  Eliz- 
abelh  City,  and  had  made  oath   that,  while  a  prisoner 
m  one  ef  the  Bahama  islands,  he  had  been  present  at 
the  sale  of  the  negroes  that  had  been  carried  off  from 
the  vicinity  of  Hampton   and  Norfolk ;   that  the   ne- 
groes were  sold  at  a  high  price,  and  that  a  negro  car- 
penter from    Norfolk   was   purchased  for  a  thousand 
dollars.     Several  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability 
Who  had   conversed  with    Major  Griffin,  informed  me 
mat  he  spoke  of  Williams  as  a  man  whose  appearance 
entilied   him    to   credit,  and  that  h«  had,  accordingly, 
published  the  affidavit  in  the  town  of  York.    Through 
the  medium  of  Mr.  Coke,  of  Williamsburg,  I  procured 
*  copy  of  thu  paper,  which  I  banded  to  you.  and  was 
forwarded  by  you  lo  the  President.     This  affidavit  was 
a  subject   of  general   conversation    about   that    time,  i 
I  he  circumstances  under  which  Williams  arrived  at  j 
Hamptorj;  the  manner  in  which  he  described  the  ne- 
groes   sold   m  the  Bahamas,  and  parl.culariv  the  car- 
penter   from    Norfolk,   and   the   appearance  "of  entire 
.  ncerity  ,„  his  narrative,  left  no  doubt,  I  was  assured, 

ZJl  a"!    °.     K^r  ^'-  ^""'^  ^'  ^'i^'  Griffin, iha    ' 
the  « "♦'ged  sale  had   actually  uken  place.     I   did  not  | 
see  Major  Griffin,  nor  did  I  inquire  {.hat  he  intended 
to  do  with  theonginal  affidavit  of  Williams;  my  con- 
jecture w.is,  that  he  would  send  it  on  to  the  commit-  I 
tee  of  Congress,  charged  with  the  busincM  of  collect- 
ing proofs  of  the  barbarous  conduct  of  the  war  by  the 
enemy      As  it  seems  he  has  not  done  so.  I  presume 
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it  remains  in  his  possession.     I  mlU^i^^^di^ 

\LZ\  A^V'r  ''  "^^^^-i"'"^  whether  this^ 
the  fact ,  and,  if  u  be.  to  request  the  favor  of  him  to 
enclose  me  the  affidavit.     The  result  of  my  inqu"ie^ 

^utdday"  '''"  ''  ""^^  '"'*""  to'you'  :?tl. 

cereV';oir;s:Tc:. ' """"  ""^  "^p*^'^""3^  -^  -- 

JOSEPH  C.  CABELL. 

No.  3. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Tabb  Smith  Esq.,  to  Judge 
Tucker,  dated 


tj  „     V        r        Tu        Hajiptok,  Abf.  21,  1814. 
Sir  :  ^  our  favor  I  have  now  before  me.     Some  time 

w  n  ^?,'  I®'?'  .^^^'*  """'''  ^^'■«^«  'ne  »  ^apuin 
^\llllam8(I  think  his  name  was)  in  company  with 
Major  Thomas  Griffin,  of  York,  with  the  affidavit  you 
speak  of  in  your  letter,  which  he  swore  to  before  'me 
and  I  gave  my  certificate  thereto  ;  I  then  gave  the  af- 
fidavit to  Major  Griffin,  and  expected  to  see  it  published 
in  one  of  the  Richmond  papers,  but  never  heard  of  it 
since  ;  but  from  your  letter,  I  expect  the  original  can 
be  got  from  Major  Griffin.  But,  if  it  is  mislaid,  I  well 
recollect  the  substance  of  the  affidavit,  and  will  render 
you  any  service  in  my  power. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

JOHN  TABB  SMITH. 

If  it  can  be  got  from  Major  Griffin,  it  had  better  be 
in  the  Captain's  own  words,  with  my  certificate. 

St.  George  Tucreh,  Esq.,  &c.  J.  T.  8. 

No.  4. 
York,  (Va.)  February  16,  1815. 
Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  6th  instant  has  been  re- 
ceived.  I  have  examined  my  papers  and  tannot  find 
the  original  affidavit  of  CapUin  Williams,  therein  al- 
luded to.  The  copy  I  gave  Mr.  Cabell  was  literaUy 
correct;  the  original  has  been  mislaid,  or  I  fear  lost  in 
the  bustle  of  moving  papers  from  hence  so  frequently 
as  has  been  done,  to  place  them  without  the  reach  of 
the  enemy  during  the  war.  I  will  again  examine  and 
endeavor  to  recover  the  affidavit,  and  will  forward  the 
same  to  the  Department  of  State  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 
recovered. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  GRIFFIN. 
JoHH   Graham,  Esq., 

Department  of  State,  Washington. 


Sketch  of  Plunder,  by  Admiral  Cockbum  and  his 
officers,  on  St.  Simoti's  Island,  diMng  his  late  visit 

[From  the  Savannah  Republican.] 

Major  Butler— Two  hundred  negroes  ;  ten  bales  0/ 
cotton  ;  a  quantity  of  seed  cotton  ;  his  iron,  new  and 
old;  leather,  tanned  and  half  tanned  ;  slock  of  wine, 
liquors,  soap,  candles,  and  poultry  ;  plate,  and  stock- 
buckle,  stolen  by  an  officer  named  Horton. 

John  Couper— Eighty  negroes,  forty-eight  of  them 
prime  fellows,  some  of  them  tradesmen  ;  ten  bales  of 
cotton. 

Dr.  Grant — One  negro  woman  ;  four  bales  cotton  ; 
all  his  furniture  destroyed ;  gins  spoiled  in  trying  to 
gin  cotton. 

.i.  C.  Wylly — Forty -six  of  the  primest  of  his  negroes  ; 
no  cotton. 


i-l 


A 


S^: 


i 


t 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


292 


SfcjMTB. 


Proceedings. 


March,  1815. 


M'.if/.  Geck<fi—Eleyen  negroes;  a  pairofrtzori.and 

lirtipf  a  barrel  of  flour,  stolen  by  Lieutenant  DcThierry. 

hV-i^Vc/n/oji— Five  negroes;  twelve   bales  ginned 
i^  ft)rae  ung^ned  cAtton. 

•ifaifies  Hamilton — One  hundred  and  eighty-two  ne- 


Resolved,  That  they  insist  thereoti. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  reported 
It  wnih   amendments,  which  were  considered  as 

e;  and  having   been 


g>ir-;  only  o..-  old  n,.n  left  on  his  ^lace  a  J  hem  d;    ''  ''^'LT^'^'^'^TII^   Wk' ■ 
tJ,niy-tive   b*lea  cotlon-about  ej^hteen  ginned   b;    '°    Co"imittee  of  the  W  hoi    . 
tf|rn«elves;  aH  hi:*  plantation  stores,  medicines   tools'     fff*^'^  ^P-    the  President  reported  the   bill    to  the 
P4.IU.  potf,   old  iron,  and   gin  boxes;  some    handsaw  |  "ouse  accordingly. 

fU^,  bocketed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Ramsay  ;  '      ^"  *"^  question.   Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
^\£^   library,  and  a  pair  of  pistols,   stolen  by  Cole',  j  gi'ossed  and    the  bill  read  a  third   time  as  amend- 
x«J|I>  >ommanded  the  land  forces;  a  beautiful  fowling    ^^  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
pki:e- stolen  by   Horton,  the  same  officer  who  stole  I      The  amendments   to   the  last  mentioned    bill 
A^oJ  Butler's  sjwons  and  stock-bucklc.  ;  having  been   reported   by  the  committee  correct- 

y-;.!  .Wa/M<'M'*— Twenty -in    negroes;    seven   bales  I 'y  engrossed,  the   bill    was  read   a   third  time  as 

*^#i2j'    «      ,  r   J    ir  'amended,  by  unanimous  consent;  and  was  fur- 

iflf^J-   aratitjord— House  broken   open,  and  robbed  '  iher  amended  by  consent 

b|<.. boat's  '»'^w  under  command   of  a   Lieutenant        Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass  wiih  amendments. 
l5}n»-*ome    of  Mrs.   Brailslord  s  and  Mrs.  Troup'.        A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative. 

cb^hfs  were  bought  lor  ten  dollars  from  the  thieve,  by     informed    the   Senate    (hat    the    House   In  ^st   on 
I^u^enant  Locke,  commanding  His    Britannic  Ma-'    ■  •  nouie    insist  on 

jfc«y-«  brie  Manly. 

5^>.  .^*6o//^--.\lthough  they  made  headquarters  of 
lU|S  hpoae  .ml  Jived  op  him  only  now  and  then,  bring- 
iq^  '*•  "o^e  plundered  mutton,  poultry,  flour  and  liquor, 
1^  tie  contents  of  hjs  store  and  had  the  quicksilver 
st^pied  from  the  back  of  all  the  broken  looking  glasses 
i^h(  house. 

^n;  secret  session-^- 

.*"Tbe  bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives 


their  di>agreenieni  to,  and  ask  a  conference  on, 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
amendments  lo  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixini^ 
the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
Stales;  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.  They  have  parsed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  vessels  captured  on 
Lake  Champlain  ;"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  read  three  times 


i  .1   J  ii  A  A         •  r     ' -...v^.  4  „,.   1^51  iiit^nuuneu  dim  was  re 

«il  of  thVrn  ^H  '^7  P'°'""°"  'I  '5^  ''^-    ^"f  "-^animous  consent  and  passed 
>lj*n*e  01  the  un  ted  Siar»><!  anramcr  tKo  Al.«o.  »»         /-v  •       ■      .,      ^         j^    ^u 


niJisJe  of  the  United  States  against  the  Algerine 
<(r#l^ers,"  was  read  the  ihird  time. 
:  Or  the  question.   Shall   this  bill   pass?  it  was 
(|(j^,mmed   in   the  affirmative— yeas  27,  nays  2. 
I'tfollows :  '  ■" 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Giles, 
Resolved,  That   the  Senate  agree  to  the  con- 
ference  proposed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
X,  !>.',>  ,  ''^'^  "'^"  ^*^'  fi.xing  the  Military  Peace  Eslablish- 

.:«^»-*le«*r..Bar?.our.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown.  Chace,    ment  of  the  United  Slates  " 

irrCn^o?''i;rrT,«".'7.^^^^^^^  .    ^'"^'^^  That  Messrs.  G.LES.  SMTH.and  K.:,G. 

iJkf,  T:;;it^T  lt^f a'yior  ThomJ^^rT^  !  '^^^  "4^"^^^^^  '^^  •\^  P-'  ^^ A^^  Senate. 

Sia;  Wells,  i^id  Wharton     *  "°"'P'°"'  ^  "'""•  >^"-        The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  t 


%: 


IfJ^^  Wells,  ^d  Wharton 
KflATs — Mfwrs.  GoU.borough  and  Lambert 
*llt8olte(l  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 


rii,[f^    ,K»   u  -  -^..,......^^   .^  a|j|.uinitfu  to    capiured.  or  destroyed   by   the  enemy    while  in 


fcfiilU,  that  the  Senaite  have  passed  the  said  bill. 
XpYdered,  That  Messrs.  Fro.mi:.ntin  andGoLDs- 
iij4(quGH  be  the  conjmittee. 


...  „„ „.    .he 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
capiured.  or  destroyed   by   the  enemy,   while  in 


gether  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Vahnlm  was  requested  lo  take  the  Chair, 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  it  was  reported  lo  the 
Hou;ie  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 


ndnKl^'^the^l--'il'  ""'i''''.^!^^^^^ '?  I  ^di;u"was  determined  m  the  affirmative. 


Friiuay,  March  3 

l^j^^^A^l^'o^^  ^^^^  House  of  Representative 
.u-,c5  j^^j  the  House  disagree  tt 

'-'n'..,  fi  u    ,,,^^^"ate  to  the  bill  entitled  I      The  amendments   to  the  lasT'meaVioued    bill 

;?  uie'umt'eTsut;T''7h'lT'  Es.ablishment  '  having  been  reported  by  .he  comc;"ttee  cor  ec.  y 

em-d    i  rlct  ?o  authon^r^  lnt?|P''''^  '  ^'"-  i  ^HSr^-^^^'  "•-  ^^'"  ^«^  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
!*   '  ^      An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  lor  a  sum  not    ed.  by  unanimous  consent 

fir'V^wo"^h?osard\r.;h  'Tn    r\  ^^ru'^^r^  \      ^^*^''"'^-  '^^^^  '^^^  ^»"  P«^^  ^"^  amendments. 
SiU   Ll   iLerrer^lsr    ,h'  '"'^V    .1"  ^    ^  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

^Ite  ^      ^  concurrence  of  the  |  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  l.ave  passed 

'!tHp  hill  U^f  n,«.«,i^„oi  1    .  ^ '^'"- Pnt't'f  J  "An  act  making  an  additional  ap- 

^Ihe  bill  last  meivioned  was  read  three  limes  ]  propriation  for  the  service  of  Tbe  year  1S15-"  In 

^lr^=;r^edi^r^r..ie.ramend-i?it^''''^^^  ^-^  '^'^^'^^^^'"^^ 
"^^'^'r:^.^^:^'^:-^^^^^  ^?for  concurrence  wa. 

t«y^aceE.vlablishMent  of  the  United  States-^  "™'^    ^^    unanimous    consent,   and 

^^K-eupon.  en  moi.pn,  by  Mr.  Giles,  |      The'Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comml.iee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  rest  more  effectually  in  the  State  courts, 
and  in  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States' 
jurisdiction  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned;"  and 
Mr.  Var.num  was  requested  lo  take  the  Chair; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Varnu.m  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  lu  the  affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  last  mentioned  bill  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous   consent,  and  passt-d   with  an  j 
amendment. 

On    motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the   Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  6th  of  January,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  Naval  school,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait.  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  George  P.  Stephenson,  and  others,  mer- 
chants and  ship-owners  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  midshipmen  in  the  United 
Slates'  Navy,  against  the  appointment  of  sailing- 
masters  to  be  lieutenants,  were  discharged  from 
llie  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Christopher 
Gore,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 

the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next,  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Todd:"  a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company  ;"  also,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Board  of 
Navy  Commissioners  to  appoint  clerks  ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
ii^astern  Branch  Bridge  Company,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed 
to  a  third  reading;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
lime,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bilKentiiled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Board 
i  fu  ^  Commissioners  to  appoint  clerks,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  m  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  at,d  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ing; and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed. 

PhT'^i^  ^i''  ,T''^"^  "'^^  ^'^^  ^^'  'he  relief  of 
Charles  Todd,"  was  read  the  second  time  bv 
unanimous  consent,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr  La- 
cock,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 
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^Retaliating  system. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
I  .lions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message^of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  26'h  of 
bepiember  last,  respecting  the  unauthorized  mode 
of  warfare  adopted  by  the  enemy,  on  the  plea  of 
retaliation,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  is  as  follows: 
That,  although  the  war  has  happily  terminated,  thev 
deem  it  important  to  rescue  the  American  Government 
trom  unworthy  imputations,  with  which  it  has  been 
assailed  during  its  progress.  They  have,  therefore 
endeavored  to  ascertain,  whether  the  destruction  of 
lork,  in  Lpper  Canada,  and  the  other  cases  assumed 
by  our  late  enemy,  as  authorizing  a  departure  from  the 
Bottled  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  were  of  a  character  to 
justify  or  extenuate  their  conduct. 

The  result  of  the  inquiries  of  the  committee,  mani- 
fesung  lo  the  world  that  the  plea  which  has  been  ad- 
vanced for  the  destruction  of  the  American  Capitol 
and  the  plunder  of  private  property,  is  without  founda- 
tion, will  be  found  in  the  communications  of  the  Sec- 
retanes  of  the  Dcpartmente  of  War  and  Navy,  and  of 
General  Dearborn,  commander  of  the  American  forces 
in  the  attack  on  York,  herewith  submitted.  ' 

DiiPARTMKKT  OF  State,  Feb.  28,  1815. 
Sik:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  re- 
questing,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, any  information  which  this  Department  possesses, 
relative  to  the  misconduct  that  has  been  imputed  to  the 
American  troops  in  Upper  Canada  during  the  late  war, 
and  in  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  sUte,  that  the  char- 
ges appear  to  be  confined  to  three:  ist,  the  alleged 
burning  of  York  ;  2d,  the  burning  of  Newark  ;  and  3d, 
the  burning  of  the  Indian  villages,  usually  called  the' 
Moravian  towns 

Ist.  The  burning  of  York,  or  of  any  of  lU  public 
edilices,  or  of  any  its  private  houses,  has  never   been 
presented  to  the  view  of  the  American  GoTemment  by 
lU  own  officers,  as  matter  of  information  ;  and  it  never 
was  exhibited   by  the  Britiah   Government,  or   any  of 
lU  officers,  as  matter  of  complaint,  unlU  it  was  asserted 
in  the  addrcs.  of  the  Governor  in  Chief  to  the  Provincial 
Parhament  of  Canada,  on  the  24th  of  January,  1815, 
"  that,  as  a  just  retribution,  the  proud  Capitol  at  Wash- 
ington has  experienced  a  similar  fate  to  that  inflicted  by 
an  American  force  on  the  Seat  of  Government  in  Upper 
Canada."     This  awertion   having  led  to  an  inquiry,! 
am  enabled,  from  official   documents   and   general   in- 
formation, to  state  the  following  facts  of  the  case,  for 
the  information  of  the  committee. 

The  town  of  York  in  Upper   Canada  was  taken  by 
the  American  Army,  under  the  command  of  General 
Dearborn,  on  the  27th  of  April  1813,  and  it  was  evacu- 
ated on  the  succeeding  1st  of  May;  although   it  was 
again   visited   for   a  day,  by  an  American   squadron, 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Chauncey,  on  the 
Ith  of  August,     At  the  time  of  the  capture,  the  British 
troops  on  their  retreat  set  fire  to  their  magazine,  and 
great  injury  was  done  by  the  explosion  to  property,  as 
well  as  to  persons,  within  the  range  of  its  effects.     At 
the  time  of  the  capture,  as  well  as  at  the  lime  of  Com- 
modore Chauncey's  visit,  the  public  stores  were  seized, 
and    the  public  storehouses  were    destroyed  ;  but  the 
destruction  of  public  edifices  (or  civil    uses,  or  of  pri- 
vate property,  was  not  only  unauthorized,  but  positively 
forbidden,  by   the  American    commanders;  and  it   is 
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3d.  The  p  ace«  usually  called  the  Moravian  town., 
were  mere  collections  of  Indian  huu  and  cabina,  on  the 

-:-    V  r r „.--  ,  ^- -...--    river  Retrench  or  Thames,  not  probably  worth    in  the 

U^n^  House,  (not  th«}  Government  House,)  in  which    whole,  one  thouiand  dollars.     The  Indians  who  inhab 
ikw  jaid  that  un  Amejican  scalp  wais  found  as  a  part  of,  ited  them,  among  whom  were  some  notoriously  hostile 

"*'  '"  .     .    -. »o  the   l-'nited  States,  had  made  incursions  ie  most 

cruel  into  their  territory.     When,  therefore,  the  Amcr- 
lean    Army  under  General  Harrison  invaded  Canada 

u"     .'^  TT  ""^ ^^^^'  '^"^  ^""'  »"d  cabins  of  the 

hostile  Indians  were  destroyed.  But  this  species  of 
warUre  has  been  invariably  pursued,  by  every  nation 
engaged  in  war  with  the  Indians  of  theAmencan  con- 
tinent. However  it  may  be  regretted  on  the  score  of 
humanity,  it  appears  to  be  the  necessary  means  of 
averting  the  still  greater  calamities  of  sav.ige  hostihties  • 
and  It  18  believed  that  the  occurrence  would  never  have' 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  charge  against  the  Ameri- 
can troops,  a  the  Jact  had  not  been  misrepresented  or 
misunderstood.  Many  people  at  home,  and  most  peo- 
ple abroad,  have  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  Moravian 
towns  were  the  peaceable  settlements  of  a  religious 
sect  of  Christians,  and  not  the  abode  of  a  hostile  tribe 
of  savages.     I  have  the  honor  to  he,  <Scc. 

u       vv  «.   r  JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  William  W.  Bibb, 

Chairman  Com.  of  Foreign  Relations. 


i^pdc^tood  th»t  no  private  house  was  d<#troyed  by  the 
^-pe^ican  troops.  It  }ias  recently,  however,  appeared, 
tK'4t  f  pubhc  ^uildingiof  little  value,  called  the  Parlia- 

niSntJ  H '-   *  ■' '  ^ 

iiiw  jaid  ^      _ ^ 

t|^  liecoration  of  the  Jfpeaker's  Chair,  had  been  burnt 
■^evher  it  wat  so,  and  if  it  was,  whether  it  was  an  ac- 
t^i^'tal  consequence  of  the  confusion,  in  which  the  ex- 
ptusi^n  of  the  magazi/te  involved  the  town,  or  the  un- 
sJBh^rized  act  if  soin<*  exasperated  individual,  has  not 
Ihinj  ascertained.  Tjie  silence  of  the  military  and 
cp!;Jl  ■.)fficcr8  of  the  Provinciiil  Government  of  Canada 
4i»mJ  to  indicate,  thatithc  transaction  was  not  deemed, 
\j^rjit  occurred,  a  cause  either  for  retaliation  or  re- 
ppna^i.  : 

■j'ld.'The  burrJing  of  Newark,  adjacent  to  Fort  George, 
oijfUiVed  on  llu-  10th  of  December,  1813.  The  act  was 
v^i;jdi,ated  by  the  .\merican  General,  as  necessary  M 
1»)^ Ofilitary  operations;  but  as  soon  as  the  American 
Of*e>ninent  Iward  of  it,  instructions,  dated  the  6th  of 
•Ttaijiliry.  1814-,  were  gnen  by  the  Department  of  War, 
t^  Hijor  Geru-ial  Wilkinson,  "  to  disavow  the  conduct 
<rfjht'  officer  who  committed  it,  and  to  transmit  to  Gov- 
•ft^or  Prevost  Acopy  of  the  order  under  color  of  which 
Uii^t  .^jffi-er  h*d  acted."  This  disavowal  was  accord- 
ifti'y*  conimuojcated,  and  on  the  10th  of  February, 
r!Ji4  Governcf  Prevost  answered,  "that  it  had  been 
Wijh  great  satisfaction:  he  had  received  the  assurance, 
th.jt  the  perpctration'of  the  i»urning  of  the  town  of 
J^^w^rk  was  both  unauthorized  by  the  .\merican  Gov- 
er^inent  and  abhorre<nt  to  every  American  feeling  ; 
i^  if  any  outrages  had  ensued  the  wanton  and  un- 
jl^^ifiable  de»u:uction  of  Newark,  passing  the  bounds 
<»  *just  retaliaUon,  th^y  were  to  be  attributed  to  the 
itifiurnce  of  irritated  passions,  on  the  part  of  the  unfor- 

Jijate  sufferers:  by  that  event,  which,  in  a  state  of  ac- 
1  yarfare,  it  had  not  been  possible  altogether  to  re- 
rviit  and  ihali  it  waa  as  little  cDugenial  to  the  dispo- 
s^tunjof  His  >|ajesty  g  Government,  as  it  was  to  that 
oi«lhi5  Governr^ient  ofthe  United  States,  deliberately 
tc  ;id^pt  any  pjan  of  jwlicy  which  had  for  its  object 

3divastation  of  private  property." 
u,y  the  disavowal  of  the  American  Government  was 
t*e  only  expiation  of  the  unauthorized  offence  cora- 
Bfyed  by  Its  Officer;  for.  the  British  Government  un- 
d^*tofk  Itself  to  redress  the  wrong.  A  few  days  after 
t^f.^  burning  of. Newark,  the  British  and  Indian  troops 
Ocjssfd  the  Niagara  for  this  purpose;  they  surprised 
^^l  ijeized  Fori  Niagara;  they  burnt  the  villages  of 
lH«vi»towi,.  .\,anchr8ier.  Tuscarora.  Buffalo,  and 
IfytQii  Rock,  dct^olatini,  the  whole  of  the  Niagara  fron- 
tj,;.-,  i..nd  dispersing  the  inhabitants,  in  the  extremity  of 
tjijt  V/inter.  ijir  George  Prevost  himself  appears  to 
KvVe  t*en  sati^ied  with  the  vengeance  tha  had  been 
i<.6ft-d  ;  and,  ^in  his  proclamation  of  the  12ih  of  Jan- 
y<y.:l^l4,  he  'expressly  declared,  that  for  the  burn- 
iiH^o.  .Newark;  -  the  opportunity  of  punishment  had 
0|»»iyfed  ;  that  a  full  njeasure  of  retaliation  had  taken 
pj*rc.;and  that  it  was  joot  his  intention  to  pursue  fur- 
i^ft  %  system  of  warfare  so  revoking  to  his  own  feel- 
iiig^,;andso  lutle  conj,'enial  to  the  British  character. 
u*jli'*J  the  futu.r  measijires  of  the  enemy  should  compel 
h|»4  -i?ain  to  rc^rt  to  Jt."  W.th  his  answer  to  Major 
U4n.-ntl  WilkiiJson.  wtiich  has  been  already  noticed 
h«  trinsmitt^d  a  copy  of  the  proclamation,  -as  ex- 
prj».sife  ot  the  Jetermuiation  as  to  his  future  line  of 
cojidLJrt,  '  and  >ided.  ••  that  he  was  happy  to  learn 
tr*|t  ^lere  was  no  probabdity  that  any  measures,  on  the 
PMl  i*  the  Ai!„riran  Government,  would  oblige  him 
toUe'.iirt  troni  iy"  * 


March    1815. 


Navt  Dkpahtmk.^t,  Feb.  18,  1815. 

Sir.  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  communicated  to  me  by  your 
note  of  the  14th  current.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you,  herewith,  extracts  from  the  letters  of  Commo- 
dore Chauncey  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
subject  of  destroying  the  public  store-houses  a'nd  stores 
at  V'ork,  in  Upper  Canada,  and  which  is  all  the  infor- 
mation in  this  Department  on  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obidient  servant, 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 
Hon.  Wm.  W'.  Bibb, 

Chairman  Committee,  J^e. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  yavu,  dated  off  York,  U.  C, 
April  no,  1813. 

"  The  enemy  set  fire  to  some  of  his  principal  storea, 
containing  large  quantities  of  naval  and  military 
stores,  as  well  as  a  large  ahip  upon  the  stocks,  nearly 
finished."  ^ 


From  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  off  Niagara, 
August  4,  1813. 

"In  the  evening  of  the  30th  ultimo,  we  weighed 
and  stood  for  York,  arrived  and  anchored  in  that  har- 
bor, at  about  3  P.  M.  ;  on  the  3Ist  ran  the  schooners 
into  the  upper  harbor,  landed  the  marines  and  soldiers 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Scott,  without  opposi- 
tion;  found  several  hundred  barrels  of  flour  and  pro- 
visions in  the  public  store-houses,  five  pieces  of  can- 
non, eleven  l.oatj.,  and  a  quantity  of  shot,  shells,  and 
other  stores;  all  which  was  either  destroyed  or  brought 
away.  On  the  first  instant,  after  having  received  on 
board  all  that  the  vessels  could  take,  I  directed  the  bar- 
racks and  the  public  store-houses  to  be  burned.  We 
then  re-embarked  the  men.  and  proceeded  to  this 
place,  where  I  arrived  yesterday." 
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Letter  from  Gen.  Henry  Dearborn  to  the  Honorable 
Joseph  B.  Vamum,  a  member  of  the  Senate. 
$  BosTO.'T,  October  17,  1814. 

Dkah  Sir:   In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the   11th  in- 
stant, I  assure  you,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  that 
no  public  or  private  buildings  were  burned  or  destroyed 
by  the  troops  under  my  command,  at  York,  in  Upper 
Canada,  excepting  two  block-houses,  and  one  or  two 
sheds  belonging  to  the  Navy  Yard.     I  placed  a  strong 
guard  in  the  town,  with  positive  orders  to  prevent  any 
plunder  or  depredation  on  the  inhabitants;  and,  when 
leaving   the  place,  a  letter  was   received  from   Judge 
Scott,  chief  justice  of  the  superior  court,  in  which  he 
expressed    his  thanks  for  the   humane   treatment  the 
inhabitants  had  experienced  from  our  troops,  and  for 
my  particular  attention  to  the  safety  of  their  persons 
and  property.     A  frigate  on  the  slocks,  and  a  large 
Btore-house  containing  their  naval  stores,  were  set  on 
fire  by  the  enemy  subsequent  to  their  offer  of   surren- 
dering the  troops  and  public  property.     Several  of  the 
most  valuable  public  buildings,  connected  with  their 
principal    military    positions,   were   destroyed    by  the 
explosion  of  their  magazine,  which  proved  so  fatal  to 
our  troops ;  and  although  there  were  strong  provoca- 
tions for  burning  or  destroying  the  town,  nothing  of 
the   kind   took   place  more  than    I  have  already  men- 
tioned, either  by  the  army  or  navy. 

Yours,  with  respectful  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  Joseph  B.  Vab^cm.  | 

The  Senate  adjouroed  to  six  o'clock  ia  the 
evening. 

Six  o^clock  in  the  evening. 

A  message  froni  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  concurred  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  in  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  fixing  the  Mil- 
itary Peace  Establi>hmrnt  of  the  United  States," 
and  that  the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  voles  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendments  to  the  hill,  entitled  'An  act 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  Stales,"  made  the  following  report : 

That,  after  due  consideration  of  the  various  ques- 
tions involved  therein,  they  have  agreed  to  recommend 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  following  modification : 

1  hat  the  Senate  recede  from  the  first  amendment 
proposed  to  the  bill. 

1  hat,  in  lieu  of  the  second  amendment  proposed, 
the  two  Houses  agree  to  substitute  the  word  ten,  for 
the  word  ffletn. 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  all  the  other  amendmenta  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate. 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to 
the  title. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
report;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  first  member 
thereof  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second 
member,  to  substitute  the  word  ten  iox  fifteen  it 
was  determined  in  the  aflSrmative— yeas  15, nays 
8,  as  follows: 

Ykas— .Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Chace,  Dag- 
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'  gett.  Giles.  Gore.  King,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Talbot,  Tait. 
Ihorapson,  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

NAis-Measrs.  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  GaiUard. 
Lacock,  Smith,  Vamum,  and  W'elis. 

;  And  the  other  members  of  the  report  having 
been  agreed  to,  it  was  Resolved.  That  the  Senate 
concur  in  the  report,  and  that  the  bill  be  amended 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  memorial  of  Rob- 
ert  Sewall.  praying  compensation  for  the  loss  and 
destruction  of  properly  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, by  the  enemy,  which  was  occasioned  by  hav- 
ing his  house  converted  into  a  military  fortress 
as  IS  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read     ' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  od 
l^oreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
recommending  a  declaration  of  war,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  against  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Al- 
giers, were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana. 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be 
removed  respecting  the  proceedings  on  the  Mes- 
sage ol  the  President  of  the  United  States  recom- 
mending a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States 
against  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers,  and  on 
the  bill, entitled  "An  act  for  the  protection  of  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  against  the  Alge- 
rine  cruisers," 

[For  these  proceedings,  see  February  23,  and 
March  1  and  2.  ante.'] 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  frotn  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1815,", 
reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were  read" 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and.  having  been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  tne  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  aflSrmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Var.ncm.  the  Committee  oa 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  of  the  20th  February,  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof, 

Mr.  Wharto.n  presented  a  petition  signed  by 
a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Stale  oi 
Tennessee,  remonstrating  against  the  transporta- 
tion and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath ;  and 
the  petition  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to 
some,  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States." 
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]}The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
nftpi  -  to  the  last  mentioned  bill,  which  have  been 
d^igreed  to  bjr  the  I^ouse  of  Representatives. 

i^nlmotioii.  by  Mr^  King,  that  the  further  con- 
siijrfiiion  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
A^iStiay  in  March  inptant,  it  was  determined  in 
tl*;agirmative— yeas  12,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

-Jit<s— Messrs.  Bibb.  Daggett,  Dana.  Gaillard,  Golds- 
b«f^ut.h.  Gore,  King,  Lambert,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tur- 
D«|,-s;id  V'amum. 
>j<A.»— MessM.  BarbSiur,  Barry.  Brown,  Chace,  La- 
,      cc^.  Morrow,  Smith,  talbot,  and  Wharton. 

*  message  .'rem'  i^e  House  of  Representatives 
ini}Vn;ed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  5|Eiio|ution  .'"or  the  appointment  of  a  joint  cora- 
m;f'ie(;'  to  ware  on  the  Prebident  of  the  United 
Sfe^H'^-  and  nqiiify  hirti  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
naift'  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  in 
w|.»ch  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

yUi  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resoiu- 
ti(J^  Ust  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

f^Tdered.  That  Messrs.  Chace  and  Barbour 
e' committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
r.,CHACK  reported,  from  the  joint  committee 
— %.  iliiey   had   waited  on  the  President  of  the 
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Uoited  States,  who  informed  ihem  that  he  had 
DO  further  communication  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Mr.  King  submitted  the  following  resolution 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading ' 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be 
advanced  out  of  the  contingent  ftind  to  Samuel  Turner 
John  G.  McDonald,  and  Lewis  H.  Machen,  clerks  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  to  each  of 
them,  respectively,  for  their  services  during  the  cur- 
rent year. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  now 
read  the  second  time?  it  was  objecttd  to  by  Mr. 
Vahnc.m  as  against  the  rule. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  t'o  ad- 
journ. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finish- 
ed the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are  about 
to  adjourn. 

Whereupon,  the  President  adjourned  the  Senate 
without  day. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19,  1814. 


Monday,  September  19.  1814. 

This  being  the  d.iy  appointed  by  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  State.s,  dated  on 
the  Sth  day  of  August,  1814,  for  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  Langdon  Cheveh,  the  Speaker,  Pat- 
rick Magrlder,  the  Clerk,  and  the  following 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  ap* 
peared,  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit: 

From  New  Hampshire — Roger  Vose. 

From  Massachusetts— Elijah  Brigham,  William  Ely, 
Levi  Hubbard,  Cyrus  King,  Nathaniel  Ruggles,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

From  Connecticut— EpaphrodituB  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  and  Lewis  B. 
Sturges. 

From  V>rr7jon/— William  C.  Bradlev,  James  Fisk, 
Richard  Skinner,  William  Strong,  and  Charles  Rich. 

From  New  YorA:— Daniel  Avery,  Alexander  Boyd, 
Oliver  C.Comstock,  Peter  Denoye'llcs,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
James  Geddcs,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  Moss  Kent, 
John  Lovett,  Jacob  .Markell,  Hosea  Moffit,  Thomas  J. 
Oakley,  Jotham  Post,  jr.,  and  Ebenerer  Sage. 

From  Fennsylvania—W lUiAm  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  John  Conard,  Roger  Davis, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Jared  Irwin, 
Aaron  Lylc,  William  Piper,  John  Rea,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Adamson  Tannehill,  Daniel  Udree,  and  Thomas 
W'llaon. 

From  Delaware — Thomas  Cooper. 

From  Maryland— Ste^en»on  Archer,  Alexander  C. 
Hanson,  Joseph  Kent,  and  Philip  Stuart, 

From  r,r^,nia— Thomas  .M.  Bayly,  William  A. 
Burweil,  Hugh  Caperton,  John  W.  EppcK,  Thomas 
(.holson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Aylet  Hawes,  John  Kerr, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  McCoy,  Thomas  Newton, 
James  Pleasanu,  jr.,  John  Roane,  John  Smith,  and 
rrancis  While. 

From  North  raro/ma— Willis  Ahston,  John  Cul- 
P*P*'\.^^!"  ^'?'"*>'  ^'lliam  Gaston.  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, WilhamH.  Murfreo,  Joseph  Pearson,  Richard 
SUnford,  and  Bartlett  Yancev. 

y-Vom  ^^M  (  Wma-La'ngdon  Cheves,  (Speaker,) 
David  R.  Evans,  Samuel  Farrow,  Theodore  Gourdin, 
and  1  nomas  Kershaw. 

From  (reorgia-Mhed  Cuthbert  and  John  Forsvth. 

l-rom  Kentucky— J titneB  Clarke,  Joseph  H.  Haw- 
kins,  Joseph  Desha,  Richard  M.  John«,n.  Thomas 
Montgomery,  Steptien  Ormsby,  and  Solomon  P.  Sharp 


From  Tennessee— John  H.  Bowcn,  Thomas  K.  Har- 
ns.  Perry  W.  Humphreys,  John  Rhea,  and  John 
Sevier. 

From  Ohio — John  Alexander,  James  Caldwell,  Wil- 
liam Creighton,  jr.,  and  John  McLean. 

A  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  House,  being  present,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join  such 
committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them;  and  Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Oakley  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Philip  P,  Barboub, 
elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  John  Dawson,  one  of  the  members  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  also  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

VViLLiA.M  Latti.more,  the  delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
that  they  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They 
have  appointed  a  committee,  on  their  part,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  thi.s  House,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
Clerk  was  directed  to  procure  newspapers  from 
any  number  of  offices  that  the  members  may  elect, 
provided,  that  the  expense  thereof  do  not  exceed 
the  price  of  three  daily  papers. 


Tuesday,  September  20. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  From  Massa- 
chusetts, Laban  Wheaton,  John  Reed,  and 
William  Baylies;  from  Pennsylvania,  William 
Crawford,  and  Isaac  Griffin;  from  Virginia, 
John  G.  Jackson;  from  North  Carolina,  Me- 
sHACK  Franklin  ;  from  G«orgia,  Bolli.no  Hall, 
George  M.  Trolp.  and  William  Barnett;  and 
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.jOtii  KentucJcy,SA|rtiEL  McKee;  appeared,  and 
«t)ir'  iheir  seats. 

^Jonathan  Jennhngs,  the  delegate  from  the 
vjfriitory  of  Indiana,  also  appeared  and  took  his 

fcMr. Maco.n  from  ihe  joint  committee  appointed 
f/w^it  on  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and 

i#foim  hirn  fhat  a  qrjorum  of  the  two  Houses  was 
ais«'i-)ibled  and  ready  to  receive  any  comrauoica- 
tj-n^  he  miglit  be  pleased  to  make  to  them,  re- 
}&rt.id  that  they  had  performed  that  duly,  and 
i^  r*rrsident  answjred  he  would  make  a  com- 
iMinrcation  to  the  t^to  Houses  of  Congress  to-day 
ai>tTvrelve  o'clock.     ; 

^  Messagerwas  tljen  received  from  the  Presi- 
D<>r  or  THE:  UnitJ-.d  Stated*,  which  was  read, 
aj^J  committed  to  tne  Committee  of  the  Whole 
0^  t|e  state  'of  the: Union.  [For  this  Message, 
s^r  Senate  proceedir^gs  of  this  date,  ante  page  12.] 
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|,  _  i  Wkdnesdjiy,  September  21. 
^7.»f  eral  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
ctfasHttsi,  GEORGE  Bradbcry  ;  from  Rhode  Island, 
kfrARD  Jackson,  junior;  from  Pennsylvania, 
>'i,(iAM  FiNDLEY  and  Edward  Crolch  ;  from 
try'land,  Cbarles  Goldsborough  ;  from  North 
Ctjr<i.ina.  William  fi.  King;  from  South  Caro- 
J'^itPAViD  R.  Evans  and  John  J.  Chappell; 
a^lrom  Geargia.  Thomas  Telfair;  appeared, 
a^yl  tpok  their  seats.' 

'^    '       STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

ir>li  motion  |)f  Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermont,  the  House 
p3'Cc?eded  to  the  appointment  of  the  Standing 
CSj:>mpiittees.  pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of 
thr  House  ;  and  the  following  were  appointed  : 

^'"n^mittee  of  iVavs  and  Means.— Mr.  Eppes 
^\s.  if  isk.  of  New  Y^rk.  Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Oakleyl 
N^   t^aston.  Mr.  Creighton,  and  Mr.  Ingham. 

f^oinmitteenf  Eleclio7is.~MT.  Fisk  of  Vermont. 
Wl-  (goldsborough,  Mr.  Vose.  Mr.  Comstock  Mr' 
ittfd^rJOD.  Mr.  Alston,  and  Mr.  Harris. 

V.'oinmittee  )?f  Con^ierce  and  Manufactures  — 
N^.   ^ewton.    Mr.    Seybert,    .Mr.    Murfree    .Mr 
J^k«jon  of  Rhode  Is/and,  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  Gour- 
d!f   »nd  Mr.  Hugglep.  » 

rypmir/e/' w/r/a J /M— Mr.  Yancey.  Mr.  Sharp 
Nj;.  Gooawyp  Mr  Davenport.  Mr.' Alexander! 
Nj^  Bard,  an(»  Mr.  ^oyd. 

^.ohimitteefor  the  District  of  Columbia.— Mr 
K^it  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr. 
PCr-^n,  Mr.  Bradley,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  De- 
DcireMes. 

J^'ommittee  fin  the  Public  Lands.— Mr.  McKee 
MJ-  Humphrt»ys.  Mr'  Montgomery.  Mr.  Mo^elev' 
^K"  Geddes.  Mr.  Irwin,  and  Mr.  .McCoy 
P^mmitt^e  en  the  Pi)st  Office  and  Post  Roads  — 

f?''.i^''?  »'*'^,"""''^^'  ^^'-  ^y'^'  Mr.  Brigham. 
Mrj Bayly,  Mc.  Franklin.  .Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Rich 

i(;ommittee  on  P^yisions  and  Pevolutionanj 
CJ^TV.— Mr..Chapp»'lJ,  Mr.  Bowen.  Mr.  Wilson 
or-t'ejinsylvania.  Mr  Sage.  Mr.  Ely  Mr  Wil- 
coj:>,:  afid  Mr.  Oonardi 

\Chrifmittee  01  Public  Expenditures.— Mr.  Ma- 
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North   Carolina,  Mr.   Kent  of  New  York    Mr 
Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Caldwell.  '  ^'• 

Committee  of  Pevisal  and  Unfinished  Business. 
Mr.  Stanford,  Mr.  VV  heaton,  and  Mr.  Bradbury 

Committee  of  Accounts.— Mr.  Kershaw  Mr 
Barneti.  and  Mr.  John  Reed. 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary.— Mr.  In<rur,oii 
Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Telfair.  Mr.  SturjreV  Mr 
Cooper,  Mr.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Evans. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  W  hole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  following  sesoluiions,  which  were 
concurred  in  by  th^  House: 

1.  Resolved.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to 
the  subject  of  foreign  affairs  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
our  Military  Establishment  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

3.  Resolved.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
our  Naval  Establishment  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

i.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Mes.sac^e  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
our  revenue  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Mean*:. 

5.  /?e«o/m/.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to 
the  classing  and  disciplining  of  the  miliiia  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Forsyth  Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Ingersoll,  Mr. 
Gholson,  Mr.  Grosvenor.  Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr. 
McLean,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr  Troup,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Se- 
vier, Mr  Stewart,  Mr.  Lovett,  Mr.  Tannehill,  and 
.Mr.  Barbour,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursu- 
ant :o  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Burwell.  Mr.  Seybert,  Mr. 
i^M     J^^'^^achu setts,   Mr.  Ormsby,   Mr.  Post 
and  .Mr.  Ward,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  third  resolution. 

.Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  .Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr. 
M  '^  ll  "*°^°"-  ^''  Moseley,  Mr.  P,pe;,  and 
Mr.  Hubbard  were  appointed  a  commitiee  pur- 
suant to  the  fifth  resolution. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr 
DRADLEY,  for  consideration  : 

Kesolved  That,  instead  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manutaclures.  there  .halJ  be  appointed  two 
standing  committees,  the  one  to  be  •ijrjed  ••  a  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce."  and  the  other  ".Committee 
ot  .Manufactures,     to  conaist  of  seven  members  each. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


Fintiley.  Mr 


Thcrsdav,  September  22. 
Several   other   members,   to   wit:    from 


New 


Ch.n,p,o„.  Mr.  K,„g  „r|  H^^iZ.^ji^.rll^'^ti:^,  r'.rom"?,™*  j" 
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pf;.^  P    p       Stockton;   from  South  Carolina,  instructions  aB  to  their  official  duties,  and  a  person  in 
Elias  Earle;  and  from  Kentucky,  William  P.  '  charge  of  the  llbrarv  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of 

DuvALL,  appeared  and  took  their  seats.  opening  and  airing  the  books,  pursuant  to  the  regula- 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Samuel  Dana,  elected  tions  thereof ;  during  my  absence,  the  invasion  of  this 
to  supply   the   vacancy  occasioned    in   the  repre- :  city  was  effected  by  the  enemy,  and  the  destruction -of 

sentation  of  the   State  of  Massachusetts,   by  the  public  property  by  them,  in  those  department  imme- 

resignation  of  William  M.  Richardson,  appeared,  diatcly  under   my  superintendence,  ensued;  and,  for 

was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat.  a  more  particular  detail  of  the  circumstances  attending 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  tueraorial  of  the  Le-  ^^at  disastrous  event,  I  must,  through  you,  refer  to  a 
gislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that  statement  of  facts  (submitted  in  a  letter  to  nie  from 
further  time  may  be  given  to  purchasers  of  public  '^^  clerks,  who  were  left  in  the  office  after  the  militia 
lands  in  said  Territory,  to  complete  their  pay-  '""'^^^^ '^^'^"^  ^^^  ^'"^"ct)  to  the  House,  with  a  request 
nients  ;  that  the  price  of  the  public  lands  may  be  ^^^^  *  committee  may  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
reduced,  and  that  the  quarter  sections  inay  be  I^!j!^*'.'"^_^j^A".j'*'^'"™*"f^  ^^^^."^^^^ 
subdivided.  '       -"^   ■  ■>     '- 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the  said 
Legislature,  to  the  same  effect  with  the  memorial 


House  accordingly  ;  and,  also,  that  the  CommitU^e  of 
Accounts  may  be  instructed  to  ascertain,  as  near  as  can 
be,  the  amount  of  money  paid  on  account  of  the  con- 

IjkjF  ..rarp.l  —Rpf^rrort    ir^   tK«  r-^ .,  .u"    ,  tingent  expenses  of  the  House,  since  the  first  day  of 

lasi  siaieu. —  i\eierrea    to  the  Committee  on    the     ?„„,,    „  i    .  u    .u    />i    i    .l  .  l  l  ,■'- 

Public  Lands  >umiii«;c  uu    me     January  last,  by  the  Clerk,  thiit  he  may  have  credit  for 

I  the  same  at  the  Treasury,  as  the  public  vouchers  for 

i  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  since  that  period 

have  all   been   destroyed   in    the    conflagration  of  the 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 


ry  be  ins^tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    Capitol.     Without  the  aid  of  such  an  ascertainment 
making  further  provisions,  by  law,  for  aiding  and    '  -   -     - 

protecting  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  official  duties,  and  for  preventing 
intercourse  with  the  enemy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterday,  to  amend  the  standing  rules  asd 
orders,  and  the  same  heing  read,  was  again  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davenport. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock  proceed  to  the  election  o{  a  Chap- 
lain on  their  part. 


by  a  committee  of  the  House,  justice  cannot  be  done 
to  the  undersigned  or  the  public. 

I  am,  air,  with  respect,  yours,  <tc. 

PATRICK  MAGRUDER. 
The  Speak  £11  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

CiTi  or  WASHi.'rr.Tox,  Sept.  15,  1814. 

Sin  :  In  order  to  correct  any  erroneous  statements 
or  representations  which  may  go,  or  have  gone,  out  to 
the  public,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  your  office, 
we  deem  it  our  duty  to  make  the  following  statement 
of  facts  : 

At  the  time  you  let!  the  city,  (which  was  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  of  July,)  for  the  Springs  in  Virginia 


The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr.  j  *"^  Pennsylvania,  for  the  recovery  of  your  health,  all 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  for  consideration  :  ^'^  quiet,  and  we  believe  no  fears  were  entertained 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  ^^^  ♦^''  «**"«'y  °^  ^^e  seat  of  Government.  Indeed, 
into  the  causes  of  the  capture  of  this  city  by  the  ene-  '  "othing  was  heard  of  the  enemy,  except  his  maraud- 
my  ;  also,  into  the  manner  in  which  the  public  build-  '  '"^  P"'^'"  '"  '^^  Chesapeake,  and  what  was  seen  in 


iaga  and  property  were  destroyed,  and  the  amount  in 
Tilue  of  the  property,  public  and  private, so  destroyed; 
and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papera. 

Mr.  Goldsborough,  of  Maryland,  recommend- 
ed that  the  resolution  might  be  laid  on  the  table. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  blowing  up  of  Fort 
Warburiou,  and  the  occupation  of  Alexandria  by 
the  enemy,  should  be  included  in  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Johnson  assenting  to  the  proposition,  the 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

BURNING  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 
The^SpEAKER   laid  before   the   House  a  letter 


from  Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  to  this  House,  de-    of  that  day 


the  newspapers,  of  troops  being  ordered  from  Europe 
to  America. 

.\bout  the  middle  of  August  it  was  stated  that  the 
enemy  was  in  the  bay,  in  great  force,  and,  on  the  19th 
of  that  month,  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  called  out.  under  which  call 
every  clerk  of  the  office  was  taken  into  the  field,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Frost,  and  marched  to  meet  the  enemy. 

On  the  21st,  the  first  of  the  undersigned  clerks  was 
furloughed,  by  Brigadier  General  Smith,  at  the  request 
of  Colonel  George  .Majjruder,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
turning to  the  city,  to  take  care  of,  and  save  such  part 
of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Clerk's  office,  as  he 
might  be  able  to  effect,  in  case  the  enemy  should  get 
possession  of  the  place  ;  he  arrived  here   in  the  night 


tailing  the  circumstances  attending  the  destruc- 
tion ol  his  office  by  the  enemy  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Pearson,   Telfair.  Du- 

vallW  inter,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Kershaw, 
and  Kerr. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

Clxbk's  OrricE,  He 


OCSX  OP  Rkphese5tatites, 

-,  .  September  20,  1814. 

Being  compelled  to  leave  home  the  latter  part 

.«"   JlvinV^iL^H '"?"'  ''"  T°""'  °f  i"di«PO«it.on  ;  !  ^.^on,  and  almost  every  cart,  belonging  to  the  city, 
eaving  the  clerks  in   charge  of  the  office,  with    had  be;n  previously  impressed  into  the  service  of  the 


Sir 
■  Jv 
after 


His  orders  from  Colonel  George  Magruder  were,  not 
to  begin  packing  up  until  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
clerks  at  the  War  Office  were  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness;  and  it  was  not  until  12  o'clock,  on  Monday,  the 
22d,  that  we  were  informed  that  they  had  begun  to 
move  the  effects  of  that  office,  although  we  were  sub- 
sequently told  that  it  had  commenced  the  day  before. 

We  immediately  went  to  packing  up,  and  .Mr.  Burch 
went  out  in  search  of  wagons  or  other  carriages,  for 
the  transportation   of   the  books   and    papers ;  every 


it 

J' 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


308 


M 


!  ; 


iN 


-¥ 


Capture  ^  the  City, 


September,  1814. 


'.u:'^ T 

T;^it^«d  States,,  for  the  transportation  of  the  l>aggageof 
th^  aVmy  ;  the  few  hi;  was  abJe  to  find  were  loaded 
wf^ihhe  priv«e  effect  of  individuals,  who  were  mov- 
i(\ji  without  the  city  ;  those  he  attempted  to  hire,  but, 
ifj^  slicceedin^,  he  claimed  a  right  to  impress  them  ; 
\iitt,  |»ving  no  legal  a,uthority,  or  railiUry  force  to  aid 
h'i'n,  joe,  of  course,  did  not  succeed.  He  then  sent  off 
thTCf  messengers  intgi  the  country,  one  of  whom  ob- 
tftttiefl  from  Mr.  Johrv  Wilson,  whose  residence  is  six 
^' V  i'^^^™  the  city,  tlje  use  of  a  cart  and  four  oxen  ; 
itjir  not  arrive  at  the  office,  until  alter  dark  on  Mon- 
i\m  flight,  when  it  was  immediately  laden  with  the 
uefitfvaluablo  records  and  papers,  which  were  taken, 
u.i^thj'  same  night,  ninp  miles,  to  a  safe  and  secret  place 
in  Jhii  country.  We  continued  to  remove  as  many  of 
tb"n|o8t  valuable  books  and  papers,  having  removed 
t|,2n{»nu«cript  record*;,  as  we  were  able  to  do  with  our 
oH^  cirt,  until  the  rooming  of  the  day  of  the  battle  of 
Il!3d<tnsburg,  after  whjch  we  were  unable  to  uke  away 
aWtliing  further. 

r  ^^vc-rything  belongiiig  to  the  office,  together  with  the 
14^rv  of  Congress,  w(?  venture  to  say,  might  have  been 
Tf  moted  in  time,  if  carriages  could  have  been  procured  ; 
bji»  iljwas  altOi>ether  impossible  to  procure  them,  either 
f|rjh>!fe,  or  by  force. 

'  Th  ;  most  material  papers  which  have  been  lost  are, 
t^«*  Ufst  volumes  of  the  manuscript  records  of  the  Uom- 
n»i4te?8of  Waysand  Aieans,  Claims  and  Pensions,  and 
l^fj^ojitionary  Claims';  the  clerks  were  engaged  in 
M^g'ng  up  these  records  previous  to  the  alarm,  and 
a|vt  >as  not  certain  that  the  enemy  would  get  to  the 
ci(^,  ^nd  beinf  desirou^d  to  have  them  completed,  they 
W'fi»e  pot  packed  awaV  with  the  rest,  but  were  kept 
oti  yiat  they  might  'be  finished  bv  the  meeting  of 
C-^ig^ess  ;  but  with  tl>c  intention  of 'taking  them  to  a 
pr^lj-al^  residence,  if  su«ch  removal  should  be  found  ne- 
cek^.aijy.  After  the  defeat  of  our  troops  at  Bladensburg, 
Mh  F^ost  removed  thejn  to  the  house  commonly  called 
(iftepal  Washington'^  which  house  being  uneipect- 
e<^  /  (pnsume«3  by  fire,i  these  records  were  thus  unfor- 
tili'atily  lost. 

•    5*4  **"^^>-^"'"»'  of  Congress  was  also  consumed; 
1|'IM*^P'  '"  *  privat«.  drawer  in  the  office,  and  in  the  : 
hW>:of  removal  was   forgotten.     Its  contents,  how-  I 
ejjr.  Jiave  beeij,  in  mqst  cases,  published  by  order  of 
tt^  ni)use.       ;  | 

■  J'h;  manuscript  pap<rrs,  which  have  not  been  saved, 
w^cve  J-Jostly  ot  a  private  nature,  consisUng  chiefly  of 
p^ftujns,  and  v.nimporUnt  papers,  presented  previous 
^;t^e;year  1799. 

'fe. regret  very  much  the  loss  of  your  private  ac- 
coiJnt<  and  vouchers,  among  which,  we  are  sorry  to 
aa.|  wcere  the  receipt*  and  accounts  of  the  expenditure 
of<hf5ConUng..nt  moneys  of  the  House  of  Kepresent- 
a^Kcs;  they  were  in  the  private  drawer  of  Mr.  George 
Al^r.;der,  whifrh  bem^  locked,  and  the  key  not  in  our 
p<l^e**ion,  weklelayed  to  break  it  open  until  the  last 
ej|(<|ei.4ity.  aftei*  which  }t  escaped  our  recollection. 

:.l^i<well  knwwn  to  oifie  of  us,  (Mr.  Burch,)  that  the 
retVpw  were  from  the;  first  of  January  last,  and  em- 
br,^^e<  nearly  ihe  whoje  amount  of  the  appropriation 
*°«/t^1<'°"'*"««<nl  expenses  of  the  House. 

|,J.  camber  of:tb«  prir.ted  books  were  also  consumed, 
bi|t>*.h.>y  were  ;ill  duph^ates  of  those  which  have  been 
pr|"^|;rved. 

^e  have  thus  given  you  a  full  account  of  our  pro- 
ceffinjs  during  the  troublesome  scene,  and  we  flatter 
o\^<f^a  you  will  not  fee  in  them  anything  to  disap- 


prove,  as  we  were  guided  solely  by  a  jealous  endeavor 
to  discharge  our  duty  to  you,  and  to  the  public. 

S.  BURCH, 
J.  T.  FROST. 
To  Pat«ick  MioKroKK,  Esq. 


^5 


Friday.  September  23. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Neve 
York,  Morris  S.  Miller  and  ELrsux  J.  Win- 
ter ;  from  New  Jersey,  Lewis  Condict,  Thomas 
Ward,  and  William  Cox  ;  from  Maryland,  Al- 
exander .McKi.M  and  Robert  Wright;  from 
NorthCarolma.  Israel  Pickens;  and  from  South 
Carolina,  William  Lowndes  ;  appeared  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petitioo 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  to  incorporate 
a  National  Bank.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LATTtMORE,  the  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  rel- 
ative to  the  right  of  suffrage,  presented  on  the 
12th  of  February,.  1814.  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Lattimore,  Dana,  and  Vose. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  ofiwoChaplainSjOoe  by  each  House, 
who  shall  interchange  weekly,  in  which  resolu- 
tion they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the 
election  of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress  oo  their  part; 
and  uponan  examination  of  the  ballots  it  appeared 
that  the  Reverend  Obadiah  B.  Brown  was  duly 
elected. 

CAPTURE  OF  THE  CITY. 
The  House,   on   motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  resolution  offered 
by  him  on  yesterday,  which  was  again  read  as 
follows: 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  capture  of  this  city  by  the  enemy, 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings  and  property 
was  destroyed,  and  also  into  the  amount  in  value  of 
the  property,  public  and  private,  so  destroyed  ;  and  that 
they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and" papers." 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  regret  at 
the  absence  from  the  House  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Goldsbobouoh)  at  who»e 
suggestion  this  resolution  had  yesterday  been  laid 
on  the  table.  Mr.  L.  said  it  was  his  wish  that 
the  House  should  also  inquire  into  the  manner 
and  reasons  of  the  capitulation  of  Alexandria,  and 
of  the  destruction  of  Fort  Warburton.  As  re- 
spected  the  town  of  Alexandria,  he  knew  that  its 
conduct  had  been  much  misunderstood,  and  by 
some,  misrepresented  He  desired  to  know  the 
facts  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Johnson  made  a  fewgeneral  observations  oD 
the  nature  of  this  inquiry.  His  object  he  declared 
to  be.  an  inquiry  into  the  preparations  made,  and 
the  measures  authorized  and  adopted  by  the  Ad- 
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mioistratiOD  for  the  defence  of  the  District  previous 
to  its  invasion. and  into  the  collection  and  disposi- 
tion of  this  force  by  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  various  descriptions  of  it.  He  adverted  to  the 
various  opinionsentertaioed  notonly  at  a  distance 
but  even  in  tins  District,  in  respect  to  the  merits 
of  all  to  whom  might  attach  praise  or  censure  in 
regard  to  the  recent  transactions.  If  there  was 
blame,  as  even  those  who  defended  all  parties  ap- 
peared to  admit,  he  wished  to  know  with  whom 
It  rested.  He  had  no  inclination,  having  this 
single  object  in  view,  to  encumber  the  inquiry 
with  matters  uncoooected  with  his  object,  and 
was  therefore  averse  to  retaining  the  clause  pro- 
posing an  inquiry  into  the  amount  of  private  prop- 
erty destroyed. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  he  was  as  desirous  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  could  possibly  be  for  a  full 
andearly  inquiry,  but  he  did  think  that  everything 
relating  to  the  occurrence  within  the  District 
would  come  fairly  within  the  inquiry.  The  town 
of  Alexandria  was  an  important  part  of  the  Dis- 
trict. The  whole  District  is  equally  under  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  and  Mr.  L. 
said  it  was  due  to  all  that  the  inquiry  should  be 
general.  But,  as  the  gentleman  was  unwilling 
to  accede  to  such  an  amendment  as  he  wished  tu 
propose,  he  would  waive  it  for  the  present,  and 
offer  it  in  the  shape  of  a  distinct  resolution. 

Mr.  Ghosvenob,  of  New  York,  said  he  was 
sorry  he  could  not  accord  in  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing the  proposed  amendment.  The  subject 
of  the  capitulation  of  Alexandria,  and  the  previous 
destruction  of  Fort  Warburton.  was  closely  con- 
nected with  that  of  the  capture  of  lliecity.  This 
District,  under  the  exclusive  control  of  Congress, 
had  been  approached  by  the  enemy  in  different 
directions,  up  the  Paiuxent  and  the  Potomac,  by 
two  divisions  of  the  same  force.  It  was  prema- 
ture now  to  give  any  opinion  where  the  blame, 
if  any,  of  what  had  happened  should  rest.  He 
hoped  it  would  rest  nowhere  ;  that  the  recent  dis- 
aster would  be  found  to  be  the  result  of  the  par- 
ticular situation  of  the  country,  which  precluded 
any  adequate  defence.  But.  if  there  was  an  in- 
quiry, he  hoped  it  would  be  a  thorough  one  ;  one 
which  would  satisfy  the  nation  where  the  blame 
ought  to  rest.  In  this  view,  he  thought  it  would 
be  idle  to  inquire  why  ihe  Capitol  fell,  distinguish- 
ing it  from  any  other  part  of  the  District.  Fort 
Warburton  was  one  of  its  defences;  the  destruc- 
tion of  it  carries  on  its  lace  great  cause  of  suspi- 
cion— and  ought  therefore  to  be  a  particular  sub- 
ject of  inquiry  ;  and,  certainly,  if  any  part  of  the 
subject  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  this  was.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  being  absent,  he  would 
therefore  propose  an  amendment  in  the  following 
words  :  "  and  into  the  causes  which  induced  the 
destruction  of  Fort  Warburton  and  capitulation 
of  Alexandria." 

Mr.  Johnson  had  no  objection  to  including 
Fort  Warburton  in  the  inquiry,  but  objected  to 
also  including  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
not  doubt  that  the  object  of  all  those  who  inter- 
ested themselves  in  this  mailer,  was  to  have  a  full 


investigation  of  the  sabject  io  a  national  view. 
Instead,  then,  of  inquiring  into  the  particular  de- 
tails, he  would  wish  to  have  the  inquiry  general, 
and  couched  in  the  very  terms  in  which  the  Pres- 
ident had  brought  it  before  Congress,  in  his  Mes- 
sage, and  he  should  move  to  amend  this  motion 
accordingly.  Mr.  G.  then  stated  his  proposed 
amendment. 

.Mr.  Grosvenor  withdrawing  his  proposed 
amendment,  Mr.  Johnson  accepted  Mr.  Gas- 
ton's amendment  to  his  motion  ;  making  it.  with 
a  further  modification  suggested  by  Mr.  Gros- 
venor. read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  his  late 
enterprises  against  the  Metropwlis,  and  the  neighborng 
town  of  Alexandria,  and  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  buildings  and  property  were  destroyed,  and  the 
amount  thereof ;  and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  took  occasion  to 
state  his  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  more 
Parliamentary  to  have  inquired  into  the  causes 
of  the  failure  of  the  United  States  to  defend  the 
District,  than  of  the  enemy's  success  in  his  enter- 
prise against  it.  But  Mr.  W.  did  not  move  any 
amendment. 

The  motion  as  it  now  stands  was  agreed  to. 
without  a  dissenting  voice:  and  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Stockton.  Mr. 
Miller,  Mr.  Goldsborough,  Mr.  Barbour,  and 
Mr.  Pickens,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursu- 
ant to  the  said  resolution. 


Monday,  September  26. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York.  Sa.ml'el  Sherwood,  William  Irving, 
and  John  Lefferts,  appeared  and  took  their 
seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
John  W.  Hulbert,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Daniel  Dewey, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition 
from  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Wash- 
ington Bridge  Company  ;  also,  a  petition  from 
the  President  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
Bridge  Company;  respectively  praying  compen- 
sation for  said  bridges,  ihey  having  been  destroy- 
ed by  ihe  armed  forces  of  the  United  States. — 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  the  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  said  Territory  ;  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  liave  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  have  the 
application  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  the  Library,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 
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^TTje  resolution  wss  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
tTver  ♦I'jus.e  ;  and  Mr.  Seybert.  Mr.  Lowndes, 
^;^{^lr.  Gasjton,  were  appointed  the  committee 
«uifje  pan  of  this  House. 

;  jT^e  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
fri<ra^lhe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
^i^  ajnnual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
tis"*  U  nitt-d  Sutes  ;  which  were  read,  and  referred 
tf.jtke  Cotnfuittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
'^;A.  Me-san;e  was  received  from  the  President  of 
t^'i  iJiiiied  States  transmitting  copies  of  a  letter 
Icijrr-I  Admiral  Cocjirane.  commanding  His  Brit- 
{fpiiif;  Majesty's  naval  force>  on  the  American 
s/i-iiiu,  to  the  Secifetary  of  State,  with  his  an- 
j'iftetl  and  of  a  reply  from  Admiral  Cochrane.— 
Iti'ftlred  to  ihe  Coihmittee  on  Foreicn  Affairs. 

Ijl:.\^OVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

i-Mf.  Fi3K,  of  Neiv  York,  rose  and  addressed 
tjt^  House,  as  follov^s: 

,>1,-.  Spea>er:  Uj)on  a  subject  which  has  for 
iij^e.al  weeb  past  ;-tiracted  the  attention  of  this 
lia^yl  and  indeed  of  every  person  in  this  nation.  1 
{i^\  .y  my  duty  to  sui)mit  a  resolution  to  brin?  the 
cj;>e.s«ion  promptly  jind  fully  before  this  House 
^  tjiamina»ion  and  discu-sion.  Afier  the  peo- 
jp^  <if  this  (jountry  had  recuvered  from  the  sur- 
I>Sse-.  and  astonisliment  they  felt  at  hearing  of 
l^  (Capture  of  this  city,  and  the  destruction  ofihe 
rjl'^'|=  huildmgs,  their  first  inquiry  was,  where 
^:^3liJCL)ngrtvis  sit  with  safety  and  convenience? 
^|.n-,^e  designated  o\\e  place,  some  another;  but 
fcJv,^J  any,  ^maginfd  that  the  Councils  of  the 
»4lii{n  would  continue  here.  Ii  is  not  merely  ne- 
c<*sLj-y  that  the  metpbers  of  the  General  Guvern- 
iT^n^  should  be  seci^re  in  their  own  opinion,  they 
ii^{is|be  so  in  the  ppinion  of  the  nation.  The 
^V^fibvlence  mid  credit  of  the  nation  is  identified 
>^<ihjthe  seeority  ofjthe  public  Councils,  and  the 
sfjtljf  ol  the  public  leiords.  Menace  this  safely. 
a?nd  Jiubhc  confidence  is  impaired,  public  credit  is 
sluiltvn. 

^  It  'was  supj)osed,  at;  well  in  as  out  of  this  House. 
if.iuCongress  would  at  an  early  day  take  this 
a^hj^ct  into  consideration. 
f'Tjere  are,  I  am  Well  aware,  upon  this  measure 
a^.**r'^'y  "f  opinioiis.  The  question  is  one  ot" 
sjf9>i<  delicacy,  mu^rh  interest  and  importance. 
VVtkjy  of  attentive  examination  and  deliberate 
(Vcifon.  If  it  should  be  agitated,  as  I  apprehend 
»fc|s.^in  some  degree  to  excite  inquiry,  to  raiNe 
^p«A:tationi,  or  crAite  an  interest  by  informal 
<fJ*cifssion,  It  IS  best  to  bring  it  directly  and  for- 
i^lli'  belore  this  HJjuse.  that  it  may  he  here  ex- 
JT^iiiled,  decided,  anc^  put  at  rest.  With  this  view 
ajtd  vnder  these  impressions,  I  have  risen  to  ask 
tg- attention  of  the  House  to  the  resolution  I  am 
&Xi4  10  offrr.  If  we  are  to  have  a  temporary 
r<^.lval  ot  the  Seat  of  Government  until  the 
^lic  edibces  can  be  rebuilt,  our  public  library 
W  ^.ocumefits  replaced,  the  sooner  this  shall  be 
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Resolved,  That  a  committtee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  removing  the  Seat  of  (Jovern- 
ment,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  to  a 
place  of  greater  security  and  less  inconvenience  than 
the  City  of  Washington ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  question  on  taking  this  resolution  into 
con.'ideration  was  decided  as  follows,  by  yeas  and 
and  nays  :  For  consideration  79,  against  it  37,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown.  Caldwell,  Cham' 
pion,  Chappell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford.  Creighlon,  Crouch,  Culpeper, 
Dana,  Davenport.  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Desha.  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Gaston.  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Harris, 
Humphreys.  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Khode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .MassachuselU, 
Lovelt,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  .Markell,  McLean,  Mof- 
fit,  Moseley.  .Murfrey,  Oakley,  Piper,  Post,  John  Reed, 
Rca  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Tan- 
nehill,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts. Ward  of  New  York,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and 
Winter. 

Nats— MessrH.  Bayly  of  Virginia.  Bowen,  Burwell, 
Cuthberf,  Eppes,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson, 
Goodwyn,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkin.s  Hubbard,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King 
of  North  Carohna,  Lewis,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
Montgomery,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Tel- 
fair, Troup,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  was  opposed  to  the 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government  under  any 
circumstances  whatever.  He  was  particularly- 
opposed  to  it  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tion—he did  not  believe  the  City  of  Washington 
more  vulnerable  than  any  other  situation  east  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountain,  nor  as  much  so  as  Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia,  or  even  Lancaster;  to  one 
of  which,  he  understood,  it  was  the  wish  of  gen- 
tlemen to  carry  it.  Mr.  L.  said,  the  natural 
situation  of  Washington  was  as  well  calculated 
to  resist  an  enemy  as  any  to  which  gentlemen 
could  desire  to  remove  ;  and  the  circumstance  of 
Its  having  been  invaded,  was  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  abandoned. 

If  proper  preparations  for  resistance  had  been 
made  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  made 
them,  Washington  had  been  safe  against  double 
the  number  of  its  invaders.  Instead,  then  of 
removing  the  Seat  of  Government,  let  us  do  our 
duty  by  compelling  others  to  do  theirs  Let  forti- 
facations  be  immediately  constructed  and  defend- 
ed by  a  sufficient  number  of  men  inured  to  the 
duties^ of  tke  camp,  and  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
hereafter.  It  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  degrading, 
under  present  circumstances,  to  remove  /rom  this 


O^'iied  the  better*;  ^nd  if  we'areTo  remamT,er7  I  Tu"  ^'A'^"'  circumstances,  to  remove  /rom  this 

iS^.tlnder  existing  drcumTtances  des3e  that'  i  C  n''        V  ^T"'''  ^''^  exul.ingly  declared  that 
.H.    u^...,  t_   .  .^  I  lances,  uesirable  that    Congress  hid  been   driven  froai  their  scat,  and 


tv*s  -hould  ^e  determined  by  a  vote  of  Con<Tress 
«.   ■7^P«^^<','^"^  '"^e  accordingly.     I  therefore 
s5if;a^t  the  lnliowing|  resolution: 

H ; 


should  no  longer  continue  there.  Let  us  not. 
then,  fulfil  their  predictions  and  gratify  their 
Wishes.     On  the  score  of  accommodations,  Mr. 
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L.  observed,  that  although  the  present  Hall  was! 
not  as  spacious  and  magnificent  as  tiie  one  we 
had  been  accustomed  to  occupy,  yet  it  was  as 
convenient  as  any  we  might  calculate  on  getting 
elsewhere;  at  all  events,  it  would  do  very  well 
until  another  could  be  built  in  the  City  of  Wash 
ington.  He  stated,  that  although  from  the  words 
of  the  resolution  a  temporary  removal  was  only  con- 
templated, yet  he  verily  believed  that,  when  once 
started,  it  would  never  again  return,  and  he  feared 
the  consequences  that  would  Ibllow.  The  Slates 
of  Virginia  and  .Maryland  had  made  large  dona- 
tions in  money  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the 
City  of  Washington  as  the  permanent  Seat  ol 
the  General  Government,  and  they  would  not 
willingly  submit  to  the  sacrifice.  Hundreds  and 
thousands  of  individuals  had  been  induced,  from 
a  perfect  confidence  in  the  permanency  of  the 
Seat  of  the  National  Government,  to  expend 
their  all  in  its  improvement,  who  will  be  re- 
duced to  beggary  and  want  if  this  resolution  is 
adopted.  The  original  proprietors  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  city  stands,  had  given  to  the 
Government  two-thirds  of  their  property  for  pub- 
lic uses ;  the  greater  part  of  which  had  tieen  sold 
by  the  Government,  and  the  proceeds  appropria- 
ted to  public  purposes.  Would  it  be  just  to 
sacrifice  these  people?  Mr.  L.  exhorted  the  House 
to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of  adopting  the 
resolution.  He  hoped,  by  rejecting  it.  that  an 
end  would  be  put  to  similar  attempts  hereafter, 
and  that  the  good  people  of  the  District  would  be 
permitted  to  repose  in  safety  upon  the  faith  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  law,  and  would  be  suf- 
fered to  continue  their  improvements  here  uiih- 
out  the  dread  of  being  sacrificed.  For  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years,  Mr.  L.  observed,  similar  attempts 
had  been  made,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  create 
alarm  and  paralyze  exertion  and  improvement,  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  public.  He  hoped  the 
vote  which  would  now  be  given  would  silence 
forever  attempts  which  could  do  no  good,  but 
much  harm. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  also  opposed  the  re- 
solution, in  an  energetic  manner,  on  the  grounds 
of  expediency  and  Constitutionality.  He  also 
alluded  to  the  danger  of  intrigue,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government;  which,  he  said,  was 
the  species  of  friction  most  dangerous  to  the  regu- 
larity and  stability  of  Republican  Government. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  in  an  impress- 
ive manner  warned  the  House  against  listening 
to  this  proposition  ;  and,  among  other  observa- 
tions, in  his  usual  forcible  manner,  ^aid,  that  if 
the  Seat  of  Government  was  once  set  on  wheels, 
there  was  no  saying  where  it  would  stop. 

Mr.  FiaK,  of  New  York,  expatiated  on  the  in- 
^  conveniences  under  which  Congress  legislated  in 
this  place.  Their  documents,  he  said,  were  strick- 
en from  their  hands.  This  was  a  time,  he  said, 
requiring  the  united  endeavors  and  the  most  in- 
telligent exertion  of  the  Public  Councils,  to  save 
the  nation.  The  people  would  not  be  di.sappoint- 
ed.  he  .said,  to  find  Congress,  with  the  view  of 
promoting  this  paramount  object,  removing  to  a 
place  of  safety,  where  the  means  of  information 


were  more  at  hand  than  here;  to  a  place  more 
connected  with  the  moneyed  interest  of  the  na- 
tion; where  they  could  have  a  better  opportunity 
to  call  into  action  the  resources  of  tiie  nation. 
As  to  violation  of  the  public  laith.  as  to  any  act 
which  would  have  the  effect  to  injure  individuals, 
or  to  affect  injuriously  the  States  of  Maryland  or 
Virginia,  he  would  be  among  the  last  to  propose 
either.  He  did  not  view  a  temporary  removal  of 
the  Seat  of  Government  to  a  place  ot  greater  safety 
in  that  light.  Gentlemen  would  admit  there  might 
be  cases  in  which  removal  might  be  necessary, 
as  in  case  of  sickness,  famine,  threatened  or  actual 
invasion.  The  argument  against  the  motion  ap- 
peared to  rest  on  this  basis — that  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  temporarily  removed,  it  would  never 
rAuni  to  this  place.  Were  gentlemen  aware  of 
the  bearing  of  this  argument?  It  was  nothing 
more  than  saying,  that  on  a  removal  to  any 
other  place,  the  inconveniences  of  this  would  ap- 
pear by  contrast  so  strongly,  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  never  be  induced  to  return.  He 
hoped  arguments  of  this  character  would  not  in- 
duce the  House  to  refuse  an  inquiry  into  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  would  vote 
against  the  resolution,  and  observed,  that  the 
reasons  offered  for  it  appear  to  be  derived  from 
inconvenience  to  Congress.  That  inconvenience 
IS  said  to  arise  from  loss  of  public  documents,  and 
inconvenience  of  living.  In  respect  to  living,  he 
would  make  no  observations.  In  respect  to  pub- 
lic documents,  he  observed,  the  loss  thereof  was 
great ;  but  the  probability  is,  that  that  loss  can  be 
met  as  well  in  this  city  as  elsewhere.  Congress, 
at  the  commencement  of  this  Gjvernment,  had 
no  precedents  to  direct  them,  except  what  the 
proceedings  of  the  Old  Congress  afforded.  That 
several  copies  of  the  journals  ot  the  Old  Congress, 
and  also  some  copies  of  the  journals  of  Congress 
under  the  present  Government,  may  be  had  in 
this  city  is  presumed. 

He  said  he  would  pass  over  the  Constitutional 
objection  to  a  removal,  and  observe,  that  for 
Congress  to  remove  from  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia  because  the  public  buildings  were  destroyed, 
may  be  assimilated  to  the  removal  of  a  man  from 
his  farm  because  a  banditti  had  burned  his  house. 
For  a  man  so  to  remove  would  be  deemed  an  act 
of  puerility,  and  display  absence  of  wisdom  and 
fortitude. 

The  eyes  of  Europe  will  be  drawn  to  the  re- 
sult of  the  proposed  resolution.  A  removal  by 
them  will  be  ascribed  to  a  want  of  firmness;  and 
at  this  particular  time  that  Congress  do  manifest 
firmness  and  determination  is  sale  and  honorable; 
and  so  it  will  appear  to  all,  on  the  present  ques- 
tion. This  House  has  an  opportunity  to  manifest 
that  firmness  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world. 

Mr.  Pearson,  of  North  Carolina,  .said  he  had 
supposed  that  a  gentleman  who  could  have  sum- 
moned up  so  much  fortitude  as  to  introduce  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration,  would  have 
given  to  the  subject  that  reflection  which  would 
have  enabled  him  to  offer  some  better  ground  for 
it,  some  plausible  reason  why  this  most  extraor- 
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J^njiry   and    unhei^d   of    proposition    should   be 
*lo«)ted.     lif  ihere  >vas  a  man   in  this  House,  or 
m  il»e  naliun.  who  could  vote  for  the  motion  from 
Jojves  of  mere  personal  convenience,  that  man 
y>  |is  judznient  deserved   the  execration  of  his 
Jujiiry.     If  there  were  any  great  national  ohject 
^hi:h  requued  thai  this  motion  should  be  adopi- 
^  ;;that  the  public-faith  should  be  violated  ;  that 
^e?persons  who  coimpose  the  population  of  this 
{j^iyfshould  he  stripped  of  their  properly,  acquired 
.i^id^r   the    faith  of  the  Government,   should  be 
jf^n^d  out  beggars  on  the  comrauuiiy,  the  House 
citi(|ld  very  properly  enter  into  a  consideraiion  of 
^cKa  motion.    Bu*  what  reasons  are  now  offered 
f»r  K?     Tht'  gentle<nan  who  introduced  does  not 
sr»y  jhat  he  riimself  is  afraid  to  remain  here.    But 
\%i  ^entlentan  sayi  the  people  are  agitated  aftd 
^tjicjsy,  and  desire  (he  Government  to  remove  to 
!J5  piice  of  safety.     VVere  the  people  to  think  for 
$ie  gentleman   on   matters  coming    before  him 
]^>t^  or  was  he  to  tjiink  for  himsell  ?     Were  the 
^et^bers    to    consult    their    distant    constituents 
■^b^her  they  were  vafe  m  remaining,  or  was  this 
f^oiise  to  determine  for  itself?     The  gentleman 
lyd'said   the  proposed   removal   is  only  tempo- 
illfy^  but  his  arguments  look  to  a  permanent  re- 
liov^l.     Where,  if  pot  here,  js  the  gentleman  to 
^•1  Ihose   records,  those  steerin.^  oars  to  guide 
^ini'in  this  difficult  road  ?     The  public  library  is 
«(.».*ti^yed.  but  there  are  as  good  in  this  District 
^  lif  any  place  to  ^hich  it  is  now  proposed   to 
n-tjii^ve.     The  gentleman  may,  if  he  thinks  pro- 

f?,|rithin  the  compass  of  ten  miles,  obtain  all 
e  '^ks  he  ever  read.     The  gentleman  had  in- 
i|fua|ed  that  Congress  might,  in  a  commercial 
(SLV.jpblain  facilities  in  our  financial  transactions, 
ajiijl  iviih  more  readiness  procure  money  to  carry 
(iA- tjiis  war.     All  these  arguments  go  to  favor  a 
Hernwaneni  removal.     If  he  was  certain  of  any 
iOte  jhing,  Mr.  Pf  sajd.  it  was,  that  the  Constiiu- 
t|/)n  j  precluded    Congress    from    such     removal, 
^he'law  esiabhshinij  a  permanent  seat  of  Gov- 
ejfjin«ent  wa»  bottomed  on  the  Constitution  ;  and 
i|f -consequence  of  ns  passage,  the  whole  soil  of 
tj),  ^^isirict  had  bee6  transferred  in  fee  simple  to 
t^<?  President  ol  the  United  States,  upon  the  ex- 
f^«is.>.coodition  that  ihat  act  of  Congress  was  car- 
rjfiiDfj  the  Constitution  into  effect.     What  would 
g'Btlj.'men  do  with  those  thousands  of  people  who 
M  ('xpended    their  substance  in   building  and 
i^jrr^ving  the  placQ  and.  relying  on  the  public 
l^iTh<  pledged   by  solemn  act.s,  had    given    their 
pjryp'jrty    into    the    hands  of   ihe    Government? 
^L^  fian  who,  in  co|d  blood,  could  place  the  ciii- ' 
z^-ns  ^f  tbi>  place  in  the  condition  in  which  they 
w^Ul»j   be  in  the  ever.t  of  removal,  for  considera- 
tiroslpf  a  private  nature,  deserved  eternal  punish- 
i^Jit*     In  another  point  of  view,  Mr.  P.  .said   it 
s«^in^d  to  him  that  gentlemen  who  were  reTard- 
fi^  o,-  the  honor  of  the  country,  would   not   be 
refi^yjto  heap  disgrace  upon  disgrace,  and  add  to 
ll*. disaster  of  the  enemy's  success  against  this 
plfce,   that  they  would    be    prevented    by  their 
notorial,  or  even   party  pride,  from    permitiincr 
tbjieijemy  to  obtain  a  greater  triumph  than  they 
h^^jj'iilready  obtained.     The  President  had  in'- 
li 


formed  Congress,  in  his  M««Mge,  that  the  public 
buildings  had   been   destroyed,   but   that  only  a 
momentary  inconvenience  had  thereby  resulted 
to    the    Government.      If,    after     this.    Congress 
shoiild,  under  the  impulse  of  terror,  or  any  other 
motive,   remove  from    here,  they  will  only  give 
cause  of  triumph  to  the  enemy.     So  far  from  en- 
tering into  the  feelings   of  the  nation,  for  such 
conduct  the  people  would  scout  us  from  our  seats. 
What, sir!     Shall  the  Representatives  of  a  coun- 
try like   this,  with   thousands  and   lens  of  thou- 
sands of  citizens  ready  to  offer  up  their  blood  id 
ii8  defence— shall  we  go  off  in  a   panic  from  a 
place  not  even  menaced  by  the  enemy?     To  do 
so  would   be  ten  times  more  degrading  than  the 
result  of  the  laie  incursion  of  the  enemy.     Mr. 
P.  made   a   number  of  other   pertinent  remarks, 
and  concluded  by  saying,  that,  in  the  language  ot 
his  colleague,  to  set  the  Government  on  wheels, 
would   give   play   to  the   worst   passions  of  the 
worst  men,  and  everything  would   become  fair 
game  for  ambition  and  intrigue. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had 
voted   to  consider  this  motion,  because   he  was 
desirous  to  treat  with  due  respect  every  proposi- 
tion made  by  a  member  of  this  House.     But  he 
asked,  now,  what  great  advantage  would   be  de- 
rived  from  committing  this  subject,  respecting 
which  there  could  be  no  hesitation  in  deciding. 
The  subject  doubtless  had  been  well  considered 
before  it  was  introduced   into  the   House.     For 
what,  said  he,  are  we  now  called  upon  to  remove 
from  this  place?     He  was  not  about  to  say  whe- 
ther this  place  was  the  l)est  that  could  have  been 
selected   for   the  Seat  of  Government.     On  that 
question  he  said  he  should  not  know  what  course 
to  give  to  his  own  vote.     But  the  question  of  re- 
moval at  this  moment  was  a  very  different  one. 
Are  we  now  called  on.  said  he,  to  strike  the  stand- 
ard of  the  nation?     To  say  to  the  enemy,  you 
have  been  here  once,  and  raav  come  again  ?    No, 
sir;  let  us  rally  around  it.     'The  enemy,  indeed,' 
had  once  been  here,  and  for  his  part  he  wished 
ihey  might  attempt  to  come  again.     It  was  time 
enough  for  Congress  to  move  when  they  were  m 
sight.     He  should  doubi  whether  the  honorable 
members  of  this  House   would  then  flee   before 
them.     Having  assisted   in  calling  the  nation  to 
war,  he  was  ready  to  take  prt  in  it  himself.     He 
would  rather  sit  under  canvass  in  the  city  than 
remove  one  mile  out  of  it  to  a   palace.     There 
had  been  no  strength  measured  with  the  enemy 
in  defending  this  place,  and    he  would    not,  by 
deserting  it.  give  him   more  credit  than  he  had 
derived.     The  men  of  this  District,  led  by  proper 
officers,  would,  he  believed,  always  do  their  duty 
and  defend  their  city.     Do  we  see  any  danger? 
Do  you  wish  to  examine  the  Faculty  to  know 
whether  you  are  safe  here?     Or  the  Clergy  to 
know  if  they  will  consent  to  pay  the  proper  at- 
tention to  those  who  could  not  get  away  in  case 
the  enemy  should  a  second  time  visit  the  place? 
He  hoped  no  committee  would  be  raised  on  the 
subject.     When  the  enemy  were  at  the  gate,  if 
would  be  time  enough  to  abandon  their  posts.' 
Mr.  GRoavENOR.of  New  York,  said  he  hoped 
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before  the  question  was  taken,  he  should  be  al- 
lowed to  take  a  calm  and  dispassionate  view  of  it. 
He  agreed  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  that  whoever  voted  from  per- 
sonal motives  on  this  question,  wiieiher  lor  or 
against  it,  deserved  condemnation.  Although, 
said  Mr.  G..  I  might  have  personal  or  local  feel- 
ings on  the  occasion,  they  shall  not  operate  if  I 
can  throw  them  from  me.  I  will  look  entirely 
to  the  good  of  the  nation  in  the  vote  I  nm  about 
to  give.  Mr.  G.  said  he  viewed  the  proposed 
temporary  removal  as  no  violation  of  the  public 
faith.  If  it  was.  the  public  faith  was  so  violated 
in  1794,  when  the  President  alone  was  authorized 
to  change  the  place  of  meeting.  Grentlemen  had 
said,  if  the  Government  once  began  to  roll,  it 
would  never  return.  Is  this  the  true  and  proper 
place  for  the  Seat  of  Government  ?  If  it  be,  how 
can  gentlemen  say  it  will  not  return  immediately 
after  the  causes  for  its  present  removal  shall 
cease?  It  will.  The  Seal  of  Government  will 
in  such  case  gravitate  as  certainly  to  this  position 
as  the  needle  to  the  pole.  All  the  arguments, 
therefore,  against  the  removal,  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  be  permanent,  ought  to  be  thrown  out 
of  consideration,  as  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question.  Let  the  resolution  take  its  course 
and  go  to  a  committee.  Suppose  at  the  time 
Congress  met,  that  the  enemy  could  have  held 
the  place,  or  was  in  force  on  the  water  to  occupy 
the  place  the  next  day.  Would  Congress,  in  such 
a  case,  attempt  to  sit  here?  The  question  was 
not,  however,  whether  any  exigency  would  jus- 
tify the  removal  from  this  place,  because  that 
principle  has  been  long  ago  decided  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  to  which  he  had  before  alluded; 
the  question  was,  whether  this  was  such  an  exi- 
gency as  to  require  the  removal?  He  saw  no 
reason,  therefore,  why  the  adoption  of  the  ques- 
tion should  excite  such  a  feeling  as  appeared  to 
prevail,  unless  gentlemen  were  desirous  to  place 
their  argument  on  the  ground  they  had  unguard- 
edly disclosed,  that  this  was  the  very  worst  place  I 
in  the  nation  for  Congress  to  sit  in.  The  idea  of! 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  sinju-  i 
lar,  who  conceived  that  a  removal  would  be 
striking  our  colors.  Wait,  says  the  gentleman, 
till  the  enemy  comes  and  chases  you  off!  That, 
said  Mr.  G.,  is  the  dishonor  which  I  dread  from 
remaining,  the  very  disgrace  I  wish  to  avoid. 
You  now  sit  coolly  and  deliberately;  you  may 
remove  without  disgrace  or  dishonor.  But  if 
this  be  a  point  which  you  cannot  defend  against 
an  enemy,  why  talk  like  children  about  remain- 
ing here  and  having  your  heads  cut  off  rather 
than  remove?  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
comparing  the  city  to  a  farm,  says,  if  his  house 
was  burned,  he  would  not  therefore  move  off  his 
farm.  But  suppose  a  neighbor  would  politely 
offer  him  a  clean  bed,  excellent  food,  and  proper 
utensils  for  cooking  and  providing  for  his  wants, 
would  he  refuse  the  use  of  them  and  rather  sleep 
in  his  barn?  The  occupation  of  this  city  was 
one  of  the  events  of  war,  and  was  anticipated 
last  Summer,  when  it  was  the  subject  of  secret 
debate.     To  remove  from   the  city  temporarily 


was  one  of  those  occurrences  in  life  to  which  we 
must  submit,  and  is  no  more  disgrace  than  the 
ordering  the  necessary  retreat  of  an  army.  If  it 
shall  appear  folly  to  remain  here,  this  is  the  mo- 
ment to  remove.  If  we  are  lo  stay  here  till  the 
enemy  comes,  to  sit  and  be  dragged  from  our 
seats,  the  President  stolen — and  there  is  nothing 
now  to  guard  against  it ;  if  we  are  to  run  all  risks 
for  false  honor,  let  us  have  no  argument;  let  us 
say  at  once  we  will  be  self-devoied.  This  war, 
gentlemen  well  knew,  might  continue  for  years, 
if  a  peace  did  not  take  place  now,  he  feared  it 
would  be  long  before  it  did.  What,  then,  was 
ihecondition  of  the  Government  in  thi"*  District? 
Let  gentlemen  ask  themselves  fairly.  Were  they 
willing  to  appropriate  the  money  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  build  a  Capitol,  to  plant  it 
in  this  District,  where  it  might  be  destroyed  in 
twenty  days?  No,  gentlemen  said,  they  would 
defend  it.  at  an  expense  of  ten  or  twelve  millions; 
for  that  much  it  would  cost,  so  indefensible  is 
this  point.  Did  not  the  interest  of  the  country, 
Mr.  G.  asked,  require  them  to  remove  to  a  place 
of  security,  where  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
expend  ten  or  fifteen  millions,  or  any  other  sum, 
in  the  simple  defence  of  Congress  ?  Would  gen- 
tlemen say  that  Congress  were  safe  without  an 
army  to  protect  them?  No.  For  it  was  well 
known  that,  without  such  a  protection,  the  frig- 
ates may  be  thrown  up  the  river  and  drive  Con- 
gress off.  Were  gentlemen  ready  to  divert  the 
public  money  from  the  great  object  of  prosecuting 
the  war,  to  raise  an  army  solely  for  defending 
this  place?  Mr.  G.  slightly  noticed  the  incon- 
venience of  this  place  to  the  members;  the  want 
of  information.  &c.  Where  were  they  lo  go  for 
libraries?  Would  gentlemen  appropriate  thou- 
sands and  thousands  to  obtain  another  library  to 
replace  that  which  was  burnt  by  the  enemy? 
Tnese  inconveniences,  added  to  insecurity,  urged 
the  immediate  removal  of  Congress.  He  said  he 
had  steered  clear  of  all  idea  of  permanent  re- 
moval, for  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  yielded 
to  the  opinion  that,  after  removal  to  any  other 
place,  the  impropriety  of  returning  to  this  place 
will  be  so  palpable  that  they  could  never  obtain 
a  vote  for  it.  Indeed,  if  gentlemen  desired  it,  be 
was,  for  one,  willing  to  give  a  pledge,  in  case  of 
the  removal,  in  the  act  itself,  to  return  here  at 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee,  made  a  very  succinct  and 
clear  statement  of  the  defences  provided  and 
about  to  be  provided  for  the  city.  [This  state- 
ment, however  proper  and  necessary  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  is  not  deemed  by  the  re- 
porter to  be  proper  for  publication,  and  is  there- 
ibre  omitted.] 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  observing  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  those  qualified  to  judge,  and  indeed 
It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  city  was  entirely  pro- 
tected from  assault  by  land,  and  soon  would  be 
by  water. 

Mr.  Hawki.ns,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  offer  a  few 
ideas  to  the  House,  which  he  said  had  occurred 
to  him  since  the  subject  had  been  presented  this 
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t^omiog.  prantin>  to  gentlemen  premises  they 
«wd]  taken, land  ceding  the  justice  of  a  pari  of 
ffieijT  reasojiing.  whjen  tested  and  made  applicable 
^  l|ie  real  {juesiior^.  neither  one  nor  the  other  ap- 
fj-ared  to  h<m  to  leiid  to  the  conclusions  they  had 
jfja|vn.  Cede  thei  Constitutional  question  that 
tjJeiSeatuf  Government  might  be  removed  by 
MoiJgress ;  cede  too  that  there  is  some  cause  for 
>.>»is4  removal;  we  have  yet  to  inquire,  ^aid  he, 
"ijii^lher  oi»  not  thii*   is  an  exigency  requiring   re- 

lloial,  and:  then,  whether  we  can  remove  advan- 
j^^ously.  First,  as  to  the  causes  of  removal. 
';;4^fjftt  are  they  ?  Famine?  An  invading  army  ? 
f>ei|her.  An  invaklmg  army  has  indeed  pene- 
*^tjd  to  the  city,  and  what  have  they  done? 
i<h  traits;  of  barbarity  better  suited  to  Vandals 

ia;,ii  to  Briions,  they  sacked  a  few  buildings,  and 

liiJed  so  precipitately,  abandoned  it  so  disgrace- 
jolly  as  toleavemarty  of  theirmost  valuableofficers 
-nd4soldierN,  even  sightly  wounded  in  our  hands. 

I'hjere  no\*  is  thai  enerny  ?     Js  he  at  Baltimore. 

buadelphia.  or  New  York — or  where  is  he? 
Ifcrhaps,  il  Congress  were  to  decide  on  removing, 
tje  jnrst  step  would  bring  them  to  face  that  incur- 
i^e:  foe  whose  approach  gentlemen  appeared  lo 
^ei<d.  Wben  the  emergency  did  exist,  Mr.  H. 
(^id? he  would  go  nith  gentlemen  in  seeking  out 
*^pl>ice  ot  greater  security.  But  at  this  moment. 
R  ;ould  h^t  view  this  as  a  question  of  panic. 
U?r^ove  n(«w,  said  he,  and  what  spectacle  will 
•Juexhibit  to  the  community  ?  The  enemy  has 
^rcaled  in  such  a  manner  as  to  induce  no  belief 
t,J«  l)is  desire  to  re^turn.  The  enterprise  which 
f^<^  him  riiaster  of  this  city  was  desperate  in  its 
^<«a!|acter.  and  matked  by  a  degree  of  bravery 
i^Kiunting  10  rashnfss  ;  and  every  one  will  admit 
f^t-had  the  energies?  of  the  Government  been  pro- 
^rl»'  brougbt  into  action,  he  would  have  retreated 
H^.tl":  much  greatei*  loss.  Nay,  Mr.  H.  >aid,  he 
■^Wi^d  venture  to  as«ert,  that  three  thousand  brave 
^ni.  led  and  kept  in^action.  would  have  prevented 
»V  J?nemy  ijrom  ei^tenng  the  capital;  and  that 
*we  Jhousanll  men  i{i  the  Capitol  alone  with  mus- 
l^irV  woulil  have  flefended  the  Capitol  agaiD>t 
t/t:  nvader.-j.  Graijt  that  Congress  has  the  power 
tj  rfmove  -he  Sea»  of  Government.  Had  the 
eyie|gency  occurred ?  Had  the  enemy  presented 
lfiit'<ormi(iablealtitude  to  require  their  flight  from 
ttl-rtlapitoll    Was  the  enemy  even  at  hand?    Had 
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by  the   removal   of  the  Governmetit   from  this 
place.     If  this  was  false  pride,  if  this    was  false 
honor.  Mr,   H.  said,  let  him  thus  ever   maintain 
what  he  believed    to  be  the  real  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, of  which  some  gentlemen    had    so   lightly 
spoken.     When  the  emergency  does  exi>.t.  the  peo- 
ple will  sanction  the  removal,  but  not  till  then. 
If  the  danger  does  exist,  and  there  is  an  incompe- 
tent force  lor  repelling  it,  said  Mr.  H.,  as  gentle- 
men   on  the  other  side  aver,  let  them   take  care 
that  this  nation,  that  other  nations,  and  posterity, 
do    not    make    some    strong    inquiries    of   them. 
Have  they  gone  hand   in   hand  with  the  Execu- 
tive in  making  provision  of  the  means  for  our  de- 
fence ?     If  this  error  did  exist,  Mr.  H.  said  he  was 
unwilling  to  add  others  to  it.     He  was  unwilling 
to  add  one  disgrace  lo  another,  by  flying  now  from 
that  enemy  who  has  so  precipitately  fled  from  us. 
The  feelings  of  gentlemen  were  warm  from  see- 
ing the  situation  of  their  Capitul.  and  he  feared 
they  were  too  much  influenced  by  them.     When 
danger  is  proved.  Mr.  H.  said   he  should  deem 
himself  unwise  if  he  did  not  go  with  gentlemen 
in  voting  for  removal.     But  as  to  the  inconveni- 
ence spoken  of.  it  was  certainly  more  nominal 
than  real.     If  local  considerations  were  to  prevail 
in  favor  of  removal  to  any  other  place,  he  thought 
It  would  not  be  difl5cult  to  show,  go  where  they 
will,  Congress  will  produce  a  pre.ssure  on   a  ma- 
jority of  that  community.     It  was  true  that  promi- 
nent men   may  take  advantage  of  it.  but  it  will 
operate  as  a   prejudice    to    the  people   generally 
among  whom  Congress  locate  themselves.     Re- 
move  from   here  momentarily  or  otherwise,  and 
every  prospect  of  the  people  of  this  city  is  blasted 
and  withered.    In  voting  for  a  removal,  under  pres- 
eolcircumstances.  he  believed  Congress  would  vio- 
late the  national  faith, sacrificeihousandsand  thou- 
sands of  people  who  ought  to  be  protected,  and  ex- 
hibit a  panic  lo  an  enemy  from  whom  we  have 
nothing  to  fear,  and  who  has  of  bis  own   accord 
precipitately  abandoned  our  territory. 

Mr.  Oaklev,  of  New  York,  next  spoke.     He 
said,  that  if  indeed  ihe  enemy  had  abandoned  our 
country  at  every  point,  it  could  not  be  justly  sup- 
posed that  Congress  would  be  influenced  by  a'panic 
in  removing  from  this  place.     If  the  enemy  be  en- 
tirely out  of  view,  this  question  may  be  di^cu.ssed 
without  that  sort  of  feeling  which  some  appear 
to  enieriain  of  it.     Mr.  O.  said  he  would  endeavor 
never  to   debate  wilh   feeling  or  passion,  which 
was  not  atall  conducive  to  inquiry  into  truth.     If 
they  could  not   approach   ihis  question    without 
appeals  to  ihe  passions  and  fears  of  the  members. 
It  certainly  w^s  no  proof  of  its  indisputable  inex- 
pediency.    He   was  well  aware,  he  said   of  the 
interest  which  this  District  felt  in   the  decision  of 
this  question;    but  it  was  proper  that  that  interest 
should  be  manifested  in  a  becoming  manner.     It 
was  proper  that  considerations  of  this  kind  should 
have  their  proper  influence  ;  but  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  tell  the  House  that  by  a  temporary  re- 

ilf  -.   iju'  L     /-T "'  """  laucu  f     fnoval  they  would  ruin  thousands  and   thousands 

Igvou  d  be  ^een  the  Government  was  again  pur-    of  individuals,  he  must   believe  ,l  mere  fanciTuI 

v^.fH'l'nr''';r''^*',V"'^""'"'^""f^'*''^-     He    cJeclamation.  'liwas  true,  that  a  remova    S 
v^ld  not  gi.ve  the  ^orld  reason  to  >ay  otherwise  I  '"jure  individuals  ;  but  he  presumed  no  genfle- 


lyj^fi^otingei^enin  the  borders  of  our  country  i    No 
■*^^r^  there  he  was  flying  before  a  small  undisci- 


UjnCd  lorc^:  the  patriotic  volunteers  of  New 
*;"■»  *f»'l  Vjermonl,  one  fourth  the  number  of  the 
egkr^y,  had  driven  him  before  them.  Just  at  this 
ri4>iHent,  too,  when  jve  are  gaining  most  splendid 
vi^t(*ries  ov^r  ihen;  in  iheir  own  territory,  he 
Q^^ll  not  sjfe  the  jeason  for  removal  from  our 
(^ifil.  It  .must  be'afeelinguf  panic  only  which 
rji^oi^mends  it,  and  ;he  would  not  consent  to  ex- 
hHyii'it  to  hi-^orany  uther  country.  What  trophy 
cjt:M  the  enemy  exhibit  from  his  visit  to  this 
i^CH  1  It  would  beasked  in  Europe,  what  blooi) 
pee 0  spilt  in  us  defence— wtio  had  fallen? 
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man  in  the  House  would  hesitate  to  make  a  fair 
and  liberal  compensation  by  way  of  indemnity  to 
such   sufferers.     It    was   a   cardinal   point  in  his 
politics,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  the  national  faith  should 
be   preserved    inviolate,   even    when    improperly 
pledged,  unless  where  considerations  of  a  para- 
mount nature  forbade  it.     Gentlemen  had  talked 
about  ihe  national  faiih — but  were  ihey  not  aware 
that  national  contracts  frequently  cannot  be  ful- 
filled in  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  made  ;  and 
would   they   say  that  there   might  not   be  cases 
in    which    necessity    would    impose    on    them  a 
course   diflferent   from  that   pursued    in  ordinary 
cases  7     As  to  the   expediency  of  removal,   this 
was  a  mere  proposition  for  inquiry,  and  if  on  in- 
quiry it  should  appear  that  Congress  cannot  be 
more  easily  protected  from  the  enemy,  and  belter 
accommodated  elsewhere,  the  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen would  apply,  Ji,c.  &c.     No  temporary  re- 
moval, .Mr.  O.  said,  would   be  a  violation  of  the 
national  faith.     When  we  speak  of  a  ptrmanent 
seal  of  Government  in  the  most  literal  sense,  we 
speak  of  it  subject  to  casualties.     As  to  the  panic 
alleged,  were  the  enemy  at  our  doors,  the  remark 
might  be  correct,  but  not  otherwise.     While,  how- 
ever, Mr.  O.  said  he  would  not  remove  at  present 
under  the  impulse  of  fear,  he  would  not  remain 
from   false  courage.     There  was  courage  of  one 
kind,  and  courage  of  another  kind — the  one  ani- 
mating the  soldier  in  the  tight,  the  other  fortify- 
ing the  citizen  in  the  discharge  of  hisduiies.     To 
be  sure,  members  of  Congress  might  put  them- 
selves on  a  par  with  the  miserable  wretches  who 
fill  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  march  forth  to 
bailie.     But  when  we  are  sent  here,  said  he,  it  is 
to  legislate,  lo  provide  ihe  ways  and  means  to  pay 
those  who  are  to  fight.     Whilst  we  transact  the 
business  of  legislators,  and  put  means  into  others 
hands  to  carry  on  ihe  war,  we  are  in   the  line  of 
our  duty.     On   some  occasions  it  is  glorious  lo 
gentlemen  to  take  up  arms  and  maintain  ihe  prin- 
ciples they  have  asserted  by  their  votes  ;  and  there 
were  some  in  this  House  who  could  boast  of  hav- 
ing done  so;  but,  in  general,  legislation  required 
tranquillity  and  separation  Iromoliier  duties.    The 
incursion  of  the  enemy,  he  said,  instead  of  aflbrd- 
ing  reasons  against  a  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
naeni,  afforded  conclusive  arguments  in  favor  of 
it.     it  had  certainly  shown  one  thing:  ihat  this 
was  not  a  proper  situation  for  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, because  it  is  owing  to  the  forbearance  of 
the  enemy  that  Congress  haa  now  a  single  roof  to 
cover  their  heads  whilst  deliberating  on  the  con- 
cerns of  ihe  nation.     He  called  upon  gentlemen 
to  say  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  remain  at  a 
place  where  the  public  documents  were  so  much 
exposed  lo  destruction,  unless  protected  at  an  ex- 
pense which   was  most   disproportionate  to   the 
object.     The  gentleman   from  Georgia  said  the 
place  was  defensible.     They  had    been    told    so 
always.     They  had   been  told  so  by  the  consti- 
tuted  authorities,  as  far  as  they  could  speak,  at 
the  moment  when  the  enemy  invaded  ihe  Capital. 
A»  to  the  defence  by  the  militia,  the  force  which 
is  destined  for  ihe  defence  of  ihi>;  Disirict  as  had 
been  stated  to  this  House,  it  was  at  once  the  most 
I3lli  Con.  3dSEss.— 11 


ezpensireand  least  eflicient force.    Notwithstand- 
ing the  great  services  they  had  sometimes  ren- 
dered, Mr.  O.  said  he  could  have  no  dependence 
on  the  militia.     It  ought  not  to  be  tolerated,  when 
every  means  ingenuity  could  devise  was  stretched 
to  the   utmost  extent  to  prosecute  the  war.  thai 
Congress  should  sit  here  at  such  a  cost.     The 
enemy  had  retreated  precipitately  from  this  place, 
Mr.  O.  admitted,  but  they   had   immediately  at- 
tacked  another  city  ;  and  our  Government  had 
been  officially  given  to  understand,  that  the  en- 
emy intended  lo  pursue  this  course.     He  would 
not  rely,  therefore,  on  the  forbearance  or  inability 
of  an  enemy  who  were  both  able  and  willing  to 
annoy  us.     It  was  not  disgraceful  to  feel  alarm 
at  the   exposed  situation  of  the  place.     The  ex- 
posure was  brought  upon  us  by  the  war.     Every 
point  could  not  be  defended  ;  and  Congress  would 
deserve  ihe  meed  of  wisdom  and  prudence  for  re- 
moving hence,  if  by  a  removal  they  could  be  bet- 
ter accommodated,  relieve  the  finances  from  the 
enormous  burden  ofdefending  ihe  city  by  a  militia 
force,  and  at  the  same   lime  relieve  ihe  city  by 
taking  from  it  the  only  object  which  could  en- 
danger  its  invasion   by  the  enemy.     Gentlemen 
discussed  this  question  as  if  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment  was  proposed    lo   be  finally  removed,  and 
said  that  such  would  be  llie  practical  effect  of  ihe 
temporary  removal.     Gentlemen  had  no  right  to 
say  so.     No  such  design  was  expressed  or  implied 
by  the  mover  of  the  resolution  ;  and  iicould  only 
result,  if  at  all,  from  the  inherent  circumstances 
of  the  case.     If  circumstances  should    make   a 
permanent  removal  necessary,  it  must  take  place  ; 
and  if  the  Constitution  was  in  the  way,  it  ought  lo 
be  amended.     Whatever   respect  he  might  feel 
for  the  inhabitant:^  of  the  District,  be  would  say 
that  their  interest  could  not  for  a  moment  enter 
into  competition  with  the  interests  of  this  nation. 
It  should  never  be  permitted  that  a  few  thousand 
inhabitants  should    rise  and   say  ihcy  would   be 
ruined,  if  the  nation  could  be  beuefiiied,  provided 
the  nation  indemnified  them  for  their  loss.     The 
people  of  the  District  are  liable  to  suffer  wilh  all 
others  the  evils  resulting  from  war.     The  tempo- 
rary removal  of  the  Government,  is  such  an  evil. 
The  people  of  the  city  ought  to  have  confidence 
enough  in  the  honor  of  the  nation  lo  believe  that, 
if  the  Government  removed,  they  would  be  fully 
indemnified  for  any  loss  they  might  sustain. 

.Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  further  consideration  of  the  mo- 
lion,  and  supported  his  motion  by  a  speech,  the 
substance  of  which  was,  that  though  he  enter- 
tained very  great  contempt  for  the  citizens  of 
Washington,  which  he  expressed  in  the  most 
pointed  language,  he  was  opposed  lo  a  removal 
at  this  moment,  as  being  derogatory  to  ihe  na- 
tional dignity  and  honor. 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  negatived — 
yeas  4S,  nays  79.  as  follows: 

Ykas — McKsrs.  Barnctt,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen, 
Burwcll,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hawea,  Hawkina, 
Humphreys,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
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^rrj  Kcrsluiw,  Kiug  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis, 
VwjiJfs,  Mafon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery,  Ncw- 
1^,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
l^aue,  Sage,;Sevier,  $inith  of  Virginia.  Strong,  Stuart, 
'^Ifiir,  Troujp,  Whit*,  Wright,  and  Yancey, 
wiiiis — Messrs.  .Me^ander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
^erjy,  Bar;)olir,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd,  Brad- 
^V).  Bradlet,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Caldwell, 
yna^pion,  Cjhappell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condit,  Con- 
*,Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Dana,  Daven- 
t^  Davis  ojf  Pennsiivania,  Denoyelies,  Desha,  Du- 
Il.'Ely.  Fiudley,  Fisk  of  New  York.  Geddes,  Gour- 
1,  priffin,  ^irosvencir,  Harris.  Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
Jmj  Johnxoi  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
rMjJssachui^etts,  LefiferU,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell,  Mc- 


(i^,  «8turge«^  Tannehiil,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
"Aa»»l  of  Ma^achuselts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea- 
M^,jWUcox,^  Wilson  K)f  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 
-  Mr.  FisK. of  Vermont,  made  an  able  and  decided, 
■it  short  s{«eech  agBinjt  the  resolution 
:>T-he  que.-tion  wai«  then  taken  on  the  resolution. 
M,d  df-cided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays, 
:^  to  5I.as/ollow.s: 

yY»A8 — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
rferf  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd,  Brad- 
(^r)-.  Bradley,  Bngham,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Champion, 
l.w,ark,  CoiHitock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cox,  Crawford, 
fireijjhton.  Crouch,  Dana.  Davenport,  Davis  of  Penn- 
^vjnia.    D<»noyelle».    Desha,   Du\all,    Ely,   Findley, 

isk,  of  Now  York,  Qetides,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Har- 

.-.  JIulbert,  Ingersoll,    Ingham,    Irving,  Johnson  of 

k-r^ucky.  Kent    of  New   York,   King   of  .Massachu- 

(tli*,,  Leffiri*s   Love)t,   Lyle,  Markell,  McLean,  Mil- 

?r.  iMoffil,  'Moseleyj   Murfree,  Oakley.   Piper,   Post, 

-■h*  ReeJ,  Rca  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
^ertl  Sharp.  Sherwo(>d,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Mutes,  Taiinehill.  Idrce,  Vosc,  Ward  of  Massa- 
rViuJeits,  Wiirdof  New  Jersey.  Whcaton,  Wilcox,  and 
fVmter.         • 

I    aats— Mjfssrs.  Barbour.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen, 

^Jutivell,  Chpppell,  Culpeper,  Culhbert,  Earle,  Eppes, 

I'arfm,  Fist  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Forsyth.  Franklin, 

^Jat!»on.   Gholson,    C'oodwyn,   GrifTin,   Hall,  Hanson, 

Maxf es,   Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of   Virginia, 

^era    of  .Maryland,    Kerr,    Kershaw,  King   of  Noith 

^aifUna,  L-wis,  Lowndes.    Macon,  McCov.  McKim,  ■  State 

f-oi^igom^ry,  Newfjn,  Pearson,  Pickens.'Pleasants,  \  3.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  canal,  in 
^tlSniL  s'lCTsI  ^T '.f^T  '"'^^^"''iL-f  I  "ny  State,  wah  the  consent  of  the  State  w.th.n  wh.ch 
^ir^inia.  Strong.  Strtart,  Telfair,  Troup,  White,  V\  il-     the  same  shall  be  made. 

^)nk>f  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey.  4.  Congres.  shall   have   power  to  esUbU.h  a   Na- 

\»T.  Fisi^.    of   Xew    Y.jrk,   Mr.   McKim,    Mr.    *'onal  Bank,  with  branches  thereof,  in  any  State. 
.ioJwELL,    Mr.   Gi^osvENOR,    Mr.    Ingham.   Mr.  I      Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  refer  these  propositions 
lAjVKiNs.  and    Ml,.  Dana,   were   appointed  the  I  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Union;  and  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  for 


the  community,  and  praying  that  it  may  be  abol- 
ished in  future. — Referred  to  the  Comaiitree  oa 
Post  Roads  and  Post  Offices. 

Mr.  IIiNG.  of  Massachusetts,  adverting  to  the 
law  passed  in  1813,  allowing  a  bounty  for  pris- 
oners taken  by  private  armed  vessels,  remarked 
that,  by  recent  decisions  of  the  proper  authority, 
it  appeared  that  the  provisions  of  tins  act  did  not 
extend  to  the  cases  of  recapture  by  private  armed 
vessels,  certainly  a  meritorious  class  of  cases, 
and  equally  entitled,  with  others,  to  remunera- 
tion for  their  enterprises.  To  collect  the  sense 
of  the  Huu.>e  on  the  propriety  of  extending  this 
provision  to  embrace  such  cases,  he  moved  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled,  "An  act  allowing  a 
bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  Stales,"  passed  on 
the  2d  of  .August,  1813,  to  such  officers  and  crews  of 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  have  recap- 
tured, or  may  recapture,  the  same  from  the  enemy. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Jack.son,  of  Virginia,  said  it  would  be 
recollected  that  at  tlie  last  session  he  had  the 
honor  to  propose  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates.  He  now  renewed 
it.  that  it  might  be  decided  on  during  the  present 
session  of  Congre>s.  He  then  offered  a  motion 
to  amend  the  Constitution,  embracing  the  fol- 
lowing propositions: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Confess 
assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  That 
the  following  articles  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States  as  amendments  to  the  (.'onstitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States;  each  of  which,  when  rati- 
fied by  three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said 
Constitution : 

1.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  a  tax  or  duty, 
not  exceeding  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem,  on  articles 
exported  from  any  State. 

2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  roads  ia  any 


fonimittee  jiursuant  to  the  said  resolution 
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.Tde8D^y,  September  27. 
other  menr^bers.  to  wit:  from  Connecti- 
jtj  Lyma%  Law.  .and  from  Virginia,  John  P. 
luioERFocD,  appe^ired.  and  took  their  .seats. 
A,r.  Jack^son,  of. Virginia,  presented  a  petition 
Ifsindry  iobabitants  of  the  town  of  West  Lib- 
f"ny<  in  Virginia,  zjnd  its  vicinity,  slating  their 
^iijion  that  the  iraosporiation  and  opening  of 
J%e7nail  vn  Sunda/  is  injurious  to  the  morals  of 


the  consideration  of  the  last  of  them  on  Friday 
next. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  called  for  a  division 
of  the  question  on  the  reference  of  these  proposi- 
tions lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  said  he 
should  vote  for  the  reference  of  the  first  three, 
but  against  the  reference  of  the  last,  and  assigned 
his  reasons  for  discriminating  between  them. 
The  first  three,  he  said,  were  of  an  important 
nature,  and  would  require  mature  deliberation 
and  discussion   before   acted    on,  and    he  should 
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probably  vote  for  them.  As  to  the  fourth,  he 
saw  himself  no  occasion  for  it  ;  and,  if  it  were 
not  indelicate  in  itself,  after  the  precedents  and 
numerous  adjudications  of  twenty  years,  to  pro- 
pose giving  to  Congress  a  power  to  do  that  they 
have  already  done,  it  was  at  least  in  his  view 
unnecessary.  He  objected  to  it,  moreover,  be- 
cause the  agitation  of  the  question  might  inter- 
fere with  the  decision  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  petition  referred  to  them  for 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank.  In  the 
present  situation  of  our  affairs,  the  advantages 
which  such  an  institution  offered  to  the  commu- 
nity were,  he  believed,  more  seriously  felt  and 
generally  admitted  than  they  had  ever  been  be- 
fore;  and  he  hoped  this  proposition  would  not  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  a  decision  on  the  subject. 
He  was  indeed  much  surprised  to  see  this  propo- 
sition revived  at  the  present  session,  of  the  inten- 
tion to  do  which  he  had  no  knowledge  or  infor- 
mation until  he  heard  it  read. 

Mr.  Jackso.n  said  he  had  not  indeed  informed 
the   gentleman    of  his  intention  to  renew    this 
proposition,  because  he  had  too  much  respect  for 
this  body  to  offer  to  its  consideration  any  motion  I 
which,  without  consultation  with  others,  he  was 
not  determined   to   persevere  in.     He  might  re- 
tort on  the  gentleman  by  saying  that  he  (Mr.  F.)  I 
did  not  inform  him  of  his  intention  lo  remove  the  ' 
Stat  of  Government   from    this   place  ;  and    the 
gentleman  could  not    be  more  surprised   at  the  ' 
proposition  now  offered  than  Mr.  J.  had  been  at  j 
the  motion  for   that  object  yesterday  moved  by  ' 
Mr.  FisK.     He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  had  ! 
on  this  occasion  departed   from  the  regular  rule 
of  reference  of  alt   motions  similar  to  this;  and 
the  more  so,  as  a  refusal   to  refer  the  proposition  1 
could  not  preclude  its  discussion.     Mr.  J.  denied  ' 
the  indelicacy  imputed  to  his  motion  on  account  ' 
of  former  precedents  recognising  the  power  he  [ 
proposed  to  vest   in   Congress;  if  there  were  in- 
delicacy any  where,  he  should  suppose  it  to  exist 
at  least  as  much  in  the  presentation  of  a  petition 
to  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank,  after  they  had,  in   their  refusal   to  renew 
the  charter  of  the    Bank   of  the   United  States, 
decided  against  the  constitutionality  of  it.     It  is 
a  fortunate  thing  for  this  country  that  Congress 
is  not  enchained  by  precedent  in  its  legislation  ; 
that,  if  the  Constitution  be  violated  to-day.  it  is 
no  reason  why  it  should  be  violated  tomorrow. 
The  question  of  renewal   of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United   States  was   argued  on  the 
Constitutional  ground  ;  many  of  the  States  have 
by  a  solemn    vote  declared   that   Congress  does 
not  possess  the  power  to  pass  such  an  act,  and  it 
would  be  respectful  at  least  to  consult  their  opin- 
ions  on  the  subject.     Mr.  J.  did  not  at  the  last 
session,  he  did  not  now,  say  whether  such  a  pow- 
er  was  or  was  not  already   possessed    by  Con- 
gres.s ;  but  he  wished  to  place  that  power  beyond 
question  or  doubt,  because   he  believed  it  was  a 
power  they  ought  to  possess. 

Mr.  FisK  said  that  the  gentleman  had  mistaken 
him  if  he  supposed  that  it  was  his  desire  that  he 
(Mr.  J.)  should   communicate  to  Mr.  F.  every 


propo'?ition  he  desired  fo  submit.  He  knew  that 
Irom  the  situation  of  members  in  this  city,  living 
in  houses  scattered  over  a  surface  of  several 
miles,  it  was  utterly  impossible  that  they  should 
consult  together  on  the  subjects  of  legislation 
before  they  were  introduced  into  the  House,  Ac. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  said  he  hoped  this 
proposition  would  be  suffered  to  go  to  a  commit- 
tee. The  subject  had  been  fully  discussed  and 
decided  two  or  three  years  ago,  on  the  proposi- 
tion to  renew  the  charter  of  the  United  States' 
Bank,  which  had  failed,  though  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
possessed  so  greatly  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  justly  too,  because  of  theability  with  which 
he  managed  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  However 
necessary  a  National  Bank  may  now  be,  having 
conscientiously  voted  it  to  be  unconstitutional,  he 
could  not  now  vote  for  it  without  an  amend- 
ment. Nor  had  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
old  bank  law  been  pronounced  on  light  author- 
ity; the  opinions  of  the  late  and  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  were  recorded  against 
it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  proposition  would 
be  permitted  to  take  the  usual  course  of  going  to 
a  committee. 

The  question  on  the  reference  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  motion  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative:  For  refer- 
ence Gl.  against  it  53. 


Wednesday,  September  28. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusett.",  Abijah  Bigelow,  and  Timothy  Pick- 
ering; from  Vermont,  Ezra  Butler  ;  and  from 
Pennsylvania,  Hugh  Gi>asgow,  appeared,  and 
took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Sherwood  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Cairo,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be  opened  or 
carried  on  the  Sabbath  day. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  provision  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  private  property  lost,  killed,  or  destroyed, 
while  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

BOUNTY  TO  DESERTERS. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  said  he  believed  it  was 
the  practice  of  the  British  commanders,  on  land 
and  water,  to  use  every  means  in  their  power  to 
induce  our  men  to  desert   their  guns.     A   direct 
retaliation  of  such  practices  would  doubtless  be 
justifiable.     But.  Mr.  F.  said,  the  resolution  he 
was  about  to  submit  had   a  different  motive.     It 
was  well  known  that  desertions  from   the  enemy 
were  very  frequent,  and  that  those  deserters  were 
strangers  in  our  country,  without  means  of  em- 
ployment, or   of  purchasing  lands  on  which   fo 
labor  for  an   honest  livelihood.     It  was  as  well 
known  that  we  have  an  extensive  frontier,  much 
exposed,  and  a  great  quantity  of  wild  lands,  the 
settlement  of  which  would  be  very  desirable.     In 
order  to  authorize  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
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of  (iiijposit);;  of  this  species  of  persons,  so  that  they 

igh,  be  us»*rul  rainer  than  burdensome  to  ilie 
Cfc«r>r^uniiy,  he  proposed  the  following  resolve  : 

fjlf^lred,  1  hat  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landi 
b^  iniructed  to  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  giving 
t((^i^h  dcaeitcr  front  the  British  army,  during  the 
Pl^elt  war,  one  huntred  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
B'.^h  ^cserter  actually  pettling  the  same;  and  that  the 
C(|a]rf(ttee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othcwisc. 

1*  quejlion  to  take  this  motion  into  consider- 
afon*  the  yeas  and  r^ays  having  been  required  by 
f.  <f  AKLEY,  was  decided — For  consideration  82, 
nit«st  it  45,  as  follows : 

rV'iVs — Messrs.  Alesander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
lifiirbJun  Bard,  Barn*:tt,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Caldwell,  Chappell,  dark,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
(Jj|cigjiton,  Crouch,  Cijlpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis 
o#  P^innsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Evans, 
I^odAy,  Fit.k  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
F'j.jsjAh,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
de*, (Jriffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard, 
If.un'hreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson 
ofyi'ginia,  Johnson  oi"  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
lie^'shaw,  I.cffcrts.  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy, 
Mi^K^e,  McKim,  McLelan,  Montgomery,  Murfree,  New- 
t--^,  i'iper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
1Vnn*;ssee,  Rich,  Roa^e,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
firinrter,  St.-«nford,  Strong,  TannehiU,  Telfair,  Troup, 
If  Tre*,  Ward  of  New  *<crsey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
a^  "Yancey. 

^iS^^is — Meesra.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Ifoyck  Bradbory,  Bri^ham,  Capcrton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
n^vejiport,  Onvall,  Ea»le,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
CfV#8^nor,  H'.mson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
l^tnit  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
IWiJ,  Lovctt,  Markeil,  .Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oak- 
1^^  Pearson,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ruggles, 
{^<r*'ood,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton,  Siurges, 
7^..»>r«pson.  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Wheaton, 
"Vfr^itjs,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

\  Or,  the  >uggeslion  of  Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky, 
t|^  !|psoluiiun  was  amended,  so  as  to  refer  the  sub- 
jl^t  »o  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  within 
i^«  ^cope  of  w&ose  duties  it  appeared  to  him 
l^(V<*  properly  to  come. 

»T|e  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the 
pik^s^e  of  the  resolution — 

i'Ml  Okki.zy.  of  P<ew  York,  said  he  had  asked 
f,if  i^e  yeos  and  nays  on  ihequestion  of  consider- 
ipt:  t^iis  re«;ojuiion.  13  mark  his  opposition  to  it  in 
e^rf  siag^.  Wilh<leep  regret,  he  might  truly 
»4y,  |>ad  hi'  jeen  thi^  resolution  before  the  House. 
t}i;  tiad  hoped,  to  whatever  extent  of  sacrifice 
(j;^n|res^  might  determine  to  go  in  the  prosecu- 
tkio  pf  thi-^  war,  alt|iough  we  might  all  agree  to 
Iky  (^wn  our  lives  a;nd  fortunes  in  its  support,  we 
sJi«lltstill  leiain  son^ething  iike  national  honor. 
114  ^as  si.rry  10  see  a  proposition  before  (his 
iQ-vUfe  whic'i  he  considered  10  be  levelled  at  the 
rf^^t  }of  it.  He  did-  not  speak  from  extensive 
k^i>w|le'lge  but  he  Relieved  lie  was  justified  in 
sbjirg  i:  wa-  the  onty  proposition  of  the  kind  ever 
s  !i)ff|it(«d  lu  any  legislature.  He  did  not  know. 
a  I1 

P  4^J' 


je^st,  that  It  had  qver  entered  into  the  scope  of 
,jicj'  of  ibis  Goverr)ment  to  encourage  the  com- 
r||Mf»n  of  crime  by  those  most   likely  to   perpe- 
ii^Ae^i.     The  ranks  p[  the  enemy  were  known  to 


ii  , 
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be  filled  by  ragamuffins  of  all  descriptions;  and. 

by  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  that   pro- 
posed by  this  resolution,  we  should  make  a  direct 
appeal  to  the  worst  passions  of  the  worst   men. 
Are  we  reduced  to  this?    Have  we  not  resources 
to  maintain  an  open  and  manly  contest  without 
appealing  to  this  most  unheard  of  and  disgraceful 
course?     If  such    policy   were   pursued    by   the 
Government,  he  should  forever  despair  of  a  suc- 
cessful issue  to  the  contest  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged.   He  hoped  gentlemen  would  reflect  deeply 
on  this  subject,  before  they  gave  their  consent  to 
this  inquiry.     If  considerations  sufficiently  pow- 
erful to  arrest  the  measure  do  not  press  upon  the 
feelings  of  men,  it  would  be  in  vain   for   him  to 
urge  them.     There  were,  he   said,  some   proposi- 
tions which  outraged  at  once  so  greatly  all  the 
feelings  of  honor  and  propriety,  that  it  seemed  un- 
necessary to  oppose  them   by  argument.     Since 
the  resolution  had  been  introduced,  there  must  be 
some  reasons  to  urge  or  justify  its  adoption.    But 
could  the  invitation  to  and  encouragement  of  trea- 
son come  fairly  within  the  scope   of  our   views  ? 
Shall  the  United  States,  after  having  year  after 
year  held  out   their  conduct  as  an  example   of 
public  faith  and  honor;  after  arraigning  the  ene- 
my at  the  bar  of  nations  for  his  disregard  of  jus- 
tice, and  for  his  violations  of  the  rules  of  warfare; 
shall  the  United  States,  after  all   this,  go  as  far 
beyond  the  enemy  in  his  violations  of  the  usages 
of  war,  as  he  has  gone  beyond  all  other   nations? 
Shall  we.  by  so  doing,  draw  a  veil  over  the  atro- 
city of  his  acts,  and  place  us  on  an   eminence   of 
guilt  which  no  nation  ever  before  reached?     He 
called  upon  gentlemen,  by  their  regard   for   their 
own  honor  and  the  character  of  the  nation,  to 
stop  this  proposition  in   its  outset.     The  House, 
by  their  vote  to  consider   the   resolution,  had   al- 
ready gone  too  far   in   sanctioning  a    proposition 
which  strikes  at  the  root  of  those  principles  which 
bind  together  the  civilized  world.     It  would  be 
to  offer  a  bounty  to  treason.     He   did    not   know 
to  what  it  might  lead.     There  was  enough  of  bit- 
terness and  animosity  already  infused   into   this 
war.     Our  enemy  now  affect  (for  affectation  he 
must  suppose  it)  to  accuse  us  of  a  violation  of 
the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  and    presume  to 
place  their  severest  measures  00    the  ground  of 
retaliation.     Adopt   this  measure,  and   they  are 
ju-'tified  for  every  measure   of  atrocity  to  which 
they  may  think  tit  to  resort.     It  will   not   be  in 
your  mouths  hereafter  to  complain  of  the  burning 
and  ravaging  of  your  towns,  or  of  the  unreasona- 
ble rupture  of  negotiations.    He  called  upon  gen- 
tlemen, then,  to  reflect  whether   the  adoption  of 
this  measure  would  not  infuse  into   the   present 
contest  a  temper  which  will  defeat  all  hopes  of 
an  early  peace. 

Mr.  F18K,  of  Vermont,  denied  that  this  propo- 
sition was  of  the  character  ascribed  to  it ;  and 
said  that  he  was  not  conscious  of  possessing  a 
disposition  to  sanction  any  such  measure.  What 
does  the  motion  propose?  That  the  deserters 
coming  among  us,  instead  of  becoming  nuisances 
to  society,  may  be  provided  with  the  means  of 
becominggood  citizens.     But,  says  the  gentleman 
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from  New  York,  this  is  a  violation  of  all  princi- 
ple. I  havenever  understood  that  nations  at  peace 
with  each  other  were  precluded  from  receiving 
each  other's  deserters;  and  is  it  understood,  that, 
when  you  are  at  war,  we  may  not  provide  the 
means  of  support  for  those  who  desert  from  our 
enemy  ?  Did  gentlemen  desire,  in  order  to  main- 
tain this  ideal  national  dignity,  this  high  standing 
among  nations,  that  we  should  return  to  the  ene- 
my those  deserters  who  came  within  our  lines? 
Would  the  gentleman  from  New  York  advocate 
such  a  measure?  And  which  is  more  criminal, 
if  criminality  can  attach  to  such  conduct,  to  fos- 
ter them  when  coming  among  you  in  time  of 
peace,  or  provide  the  means  necessary  to  prevent 
their  being  a  burden  to  the  community  in  lime  of 
war?  If  we  take  the  first  step  of  receiving  de- 
serters, why  not  take  the  other  which  is  now  pro- 
posed ?  But  the  gentleman  had  said,  this  would 
be  inviting  deserters  from  the  enemy.  Mr.  F.  said 
they  were  already  invited  by  the  nature  of  our 
institutions,  by  the  freedom  and  protection  they 
afforded  to  strangers.  And  would  the  gentleman 
change  our  form  of  Government,  lest  in  its  present 
shape  it  should  tempt  the  soldiers  of  the  enemy 
to  desert?  The  resolution  proposes  to  introduce 
no  new  principle.  We  do  now  receive  deserters  ; 
and  there  is  no  gentleman  who  will  rise  in  his 
place  and  move  that  all  deserters  be  sent  back. 
The  gentleman  supposes  the  measure  to  be  with- 
out precedent.  Let  the  gentleman  read  Lord 
Wellington's  proclamation  while  in  Spain,  offer- 
ing a  bounty  to  every  deserter  from  the  French 
army  of  twelve  crowns.  This  precedent  had  been 
set  by  the  very  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  war. 
Admiral  Cockburn.  too.  had  not  long  ago  publish- 
ed a  proclamation  to  alt  who  wished  to  leave  the 
country  to  appoint  a  place  of  rendezvous,  and  he 
would  furnish  the  means  to  carry  them  off.  Look 
also  at  General  Brisbane's  proclamation  to  the 
people  of  Vermont  and  New  York,  inviting  them 
all  to  stay  at  home,  in  other  words,  to  desert  the 
standard  of  their  country,  and  to  furnish  his  army 
with  provisions,  &c.  Gentlemen  might  even  look 
back  to  times  of  peace,  and  see  similar  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  During  the  existence 
of  our  embargo  law,  which  was  very  oppressive 
in  its  operation  on  our  present  enemy,  though,  to 
be  sure,  his  friends  in  this  country  spoke  very 
lightly  of  its  effect,  they  invited  our  citizens  to 
violate  it,  offering  them  protection  and  safe  con- 
duct in  so  doing,  not  only  to  any  British  port,  but 
to  any  port  whatever.  Whatever  new  distinc- 
tions may  be  drawn  on  this  head,  yet,  if  we  look 
at  the  effect  of  measures,  a  more  direct  invitation 
to  rebellion,  even  in  time  of  peace  with  us,  could 
not  be  imagined.  From  some  cause  or  other,  a 
great  deal  of  sensibility  was  always  exhibited  in 
this  House  when  certain  subjects  were  touched. 
The  House  was  told  again  and  again  to  beware 
of  provoking  the  enemy's  wrath.  This  kind  of 
false  sensibility  was,  Mr.  F.  said,  fast  vanishing. 
Ask  the  citizens  of  Plattsburg,  Buffalo,  Havre- 
de  Grace.  Hampton.  Georgetown,  and  this  place, 
\«rhether  they  had  rather  the  war  should  be  car- 
ried into  the  enemy's  territories  or  he  should  be 


permitted  to  carry  it  into  ours.  They  would  one 
and  all  decide  in  favor  of  the  former.  The  people 
begin  to  find  we  are  at  war  with  a  nation  whona 
no  considerations  of  peculiar  modesty  or  generos- 
ity prevent  from  carrying  into  effect  any  measures 
to  which  her  power  is  adequate.  Siill,  however, 
could  dishonor  attach  in  any  way  to  the  measure 
which  he  proposed,  he  would  not  support  it.  But 
even  humanity  demanded  such  a  provision.  The 
deserters  from  the  enemy  now  iniesiing  our  cities 
were  at  once  a  burden  to  themselves  and  a  nui- 
sance to  society  ;  but.  f)Ianted  on  our  frontiers, 
they  would  not  only  form  a  barrier  against  savage 
incursions,  but  would  become  useful  citizens. 
Mr.  F. compared  the  advantages  of  thus  diminish- 
ing the  enemy's  effective  force  with  the  expense 
of  doing  It  in  any  other  way,  and  drew  a  conclu- 
sion favorable  to  his  motion.  He  was  determined 
to  support  this  war  by  every  proper  and  honorable 
measure;  and  he  considered  this  one  of  that  de- 
scription. Desertions  from  the  enemy,  he  said, 
were  daily  and  numerous.  Something  like  five  or 
six  hundred  men  had  already  deserted  from  the 
enemy  at  Plattsburg— many  of  them  useful,  en- 
terprising men.  who  wish  to  become  citizens.  Mjr 
wish,  said  Mr.  F.,  is  to  make  them  useful,  by  giv- 
ing them  the  means  of  support  by  honest  industry. 
Mr.  Grobvenor,  of  New  York,  said,  that  as  he 
was  bound  to  believe  that  any  gentleman  who 
made  a  motion  in  this  House  considered  it  honor- 
able and  proper,  when  he  pronounced  the  measure, 
now  proposed,  to  be  dishonest,  dishonorable  and 
inexpedient,  he  did  not  mean  to  reflect  personally 
00  those  who  moved  or  advocated  it.  He  did 
think  so,  and  he  did  conceive  also  that  the  sug- 
gestions offered  against  them  by  the  gentleraaa 
Irom  New  York  had  been  in  no  degree  met  by 
the  mover.  Had  they  been  met  ?  The  gentle- 
man talked  aboutthe  crimes  of  Britain  ;  and  seem- 
ed to  infer  because  she  had  violated  principle  ia 
one  way,  we  might  in  another.  This  resolution 
would  indeed  at  once  reduce  us  to  the  same  depth 
of  guilt  in  which  the  gentlemen  say  our  enemy 
is  wallowing.  The  measure  embraced  in  the 
motion  before  the  House,  being  in  the  nature  of 
retaliation,  was  different  from  all  other  such  mea- 
sures. It  was  wicked  in  itself,  because  it  encour- 
aged crime.  It  could  not  therefore  be  justified 
on  that  ground,  nor  indeed  on  any  other.  For 
his  part,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  voted  against  the 
consideration  of  the  motion,  because  in  principle 
it  was  wrong,  and  therefore  he  would  not  even 
inquire  into  it.  Without  regard,  he  said,  to  the 
insinuation  of  particular  sensibilities,  the  usual 
cant  in  this  House,  on  such  occasions,  be  should 
candidly  discuss  this  question.  If  he  knew  him- 
self, he  observed,  there  was  not  a  gentleman  on 
the  floor  who  would  go  further  than  he  would  at 
this  moment,  to  rescue  the  country  from  the  dan- 
gers which  environ  it,  to  repel  the  foe  that  tram- 
ples on  the  soil.  But,  let  the  danger  be  what  it 
would,  unless  the  existence  of  the  nation  was 
absolutely  in  jeopardy,  he  could  not,  under  any 
pretence,  consent  to  prostrate  its  honor  and  dig- 
nity by  plunging  into  crime.  The  question,  then, 
arose  whether  the  proposed  measure  was  or  was 
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I  (tf  a  criminal  Dfiture  ;  and  this  question  he 
^yhjd  fairly  to  corMider.  What  was  this  pro- 
p^it|on  which  wasuo  be  adopted  as  a  national 
pjfi^Q^ple,  as  a  portion  of  our  national  morality, 
lu'bikrapour  character,  now  and  forever?  He 
afj^eu  gentlemen  to  «ay  if  they  would,  by  adopt- 
ix\^  'i"s  proposition., offer  a  bounty  for  the  com- 
n^ifsHpn  of  crime  ?  jL,et  gentlemen  look  into  the 
b^  k»  on  national  law.  they  will  find  desertion  to 
bf».a[i  offence  of  so  bjack  a  dye  that  not  even  en- 
ei:>ie|  are  to  encourage  it.  It  is  an  offence  in 
rajs^ip  to  which  it  ii^  a  common  expression,  that 
n^,^  fove  the  treason  but  hate  the  traitor.  A  na- 
tiri  i^iusi  receive  thr  traitor,  but  hates  him  at  the 
sjBiie^time;  because'  the  crime  of  desertins  the 
aRrglance  which  a  wan  owes  to  his  country,  is 
c/4»  (jp  the  deepest  dve,  one  which  you  are  daily 
p^i.'^ing  with  deati  on  your  frontier.  It  is  now 
p*iip'/ised  to  offer  a  bounty  on  an  offence,  to  which 
yr^r<.own  laws  have  decreed  the  punishment  of 
df^ttj.  Why  stop  hare?  Why  not  offer  a  bounty 
t(r|.'v,^ry  man  who  commits  treason  of  any  kind? 
"VWiW  stop  here?  Why  not  at  once  adopt  the 
Pn^^P'fs  of  the  Old;  Man  of  the  Mountain,  as  he 
isi^':a!"jed.  and  offer  a  bounty  for  the  assassination 
of^ihi  King,  Govern<)rs  and  Generals  of  your  en- 
e^y  ^  Why  stop  sjiort  by  giving  a  bounty  on 
d|ter|ion  ?  Why  not  at  once  give  a  bounty  for 
tl^  ajsassiiialion  of  •every  man  in  your  enemy's 
I^  and  pay  the  perpetrators  of  the  crime  when 
rjdaggers  reek  with  their  blood?  There  is 
r  no  distinctioi).  in  principle,  between  these 
es      "     ""        ' 


ie|p 
^^■njes.     Mr.  G.  rej^eated  that  he  was  ready,  and 
g*-Til|mcn  would  finH  it  in  his  conduct,  to  travel 
evT'^  honorable  lenath  in  defending  his  country. 
Bst  i^oihin^f  short  ofipreserving  the  independence 
o^ih<;(  country,  and  not  till  that  independence  was 
p^tiate  on    the  ground,  could   induce   him    to 
a/jopia  measure,  embracing  a  principle  like  this. 
/(%ul  Jvhat  would  geailemtn  gain  by  it  ?     It  was 
aJte&tly   universally  ^understood  tliat  the  soldiers 
of  «h*eneniy  deseriejl  whenever  they  could.  But 
s^.,  ^at  by  ihis  measure  we  gained  ten  thousand 
nvTn>^woul(l  it  be  ajfeather  in  the  scale;  would 
l|Ts^demni-fy  us  foj  the  black  disgrace  which  it 
■wt<iU<|l  stamp  on  the  ijery  forehead  of  the  country  ? 
Ji^-it  ^jook  at  the  fuhher  consequences,  said   he. 
^^i\^^e  you.  that  th<  enemy  will  not  retaliate? 
T^^a^fter  you  have  «;ommitted  this  crime  against 
h^"rn^D  nature,  she  wfould  not  enter  the  Southern 
d^a.itment  uf  your:  country,  and  kindle  a  fire 
•Wfv.c^  you  could  not;  quench  ?     This  .she  had  not 
yjl  »  Uemjited,  though  she  had  the  power.     Be- 
li^-eyou  she  would  jot  capture  your  unoffending 
cyizros  on  the  oceaq,  and  keep  ihera  as  hostages 
tij?  y»u  delivered  up  those  whom  you  had  enlic^ed 
aK^y<?     Yes,  sir,  sht  would  not  stay  her  arm. 
Ljy-Jliat  a  further  coiisequence  of  such  a  meaNure.  i 
Vfj  jjre   to  srtlle  thet>e  ragamuffins  on  our  fron-  I 
tiiCs.j  Wa^  there  a  rpan  who  believed  that  these 
inj*),  (vho  were  picktid  from  the  jails  ol   Europe, 
ihJSse  sixpenrjy  men,  jwould  settle  down  as  farm- 


^4 


No;  tHey  werr  men  of  dissolute  lives,  men 


n«i{['a(^]uait.ted  with  |he  useful  arts.  Mr.  G.  said 
ht(.>4uld  not  offer  inducements  to  such  poor 
wigic  les  to  commit  a  crime,  for  which,  if  detect- 
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ed,  they  would  suffer  death.  The  gentleman  bad 
talked  of  humanity  ;  was  there  any  humanity  in 
this  ?  In  its  consequences,  as  well  as  its  princi- 
ples, it  is  utterly  objectionable.  Whenever  the 
nation  is  pushed  to  the  last  extremity,  such  a 
measure  might  present  a  question  for  considera- 
tion ;  but  we  are  not  driven  to  this  extremity. 
This  country  is  abundantly  capable  of  defence. 
Let  its  means  be  brough  forth  ;  the  people  are 
readyand  willing  to  raise  their  arms  in  its  defence. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  such  degrading  mea- 
sures as  this. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  commenced  some  re- 
marks by  saying,  that  on  all  .subjects  requiring 
the  deliberation  of  Congress,  he  was  pleased   to 
see  a  sentiment  of  jealous  regard  for  the  national 
honor  and  character  pervading  the  House,  and 
felt  disposed  to  allow  the  sincerity  and  candor  of 
every    gentleman    who   made   professions  of  it. 
After  hearing  very  attentively,  however,  all  that 
had  been  said  on   this  subject,  and  giving  due 
credit  to  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen,  whose  ar- 
guments are  certainly  very  speciou?,  his  mind 
had  not  been  convinced  but  that  the  measure  now 
proposed   to  the  House  perfectly  comported  with 
the  national   honor.     It   was   true,  indeed,  that 
when  we   consult   the  conduct   of  nations,   and 
those  u.sages  which  have   the  force  of  laws,  we 
shall  find  many  traits  that  do  not  quadrate  entire- 
ly with  the  principle.s  deemed  honorable  in  social 
life.     But,  in  considering  subjects  of  this  kind, 
we  must  disentangle  our  minds  from  the  consid- 
eration of  municipal  laws  which  have  no  bearing 
oil  liiij  subject.     Treason  is  a  crime  of  the  high- 
est grade  against  the  nation  to  which  the  traitor 
belongs.     To  withdraw  allegiance  from  one  na- 
tion and  transfer  it  to  that  nation's  enemy,  during 
war,  is  treason  against  the  sovereign  authority  to 
which  allegiance  was  due.     But    how  ought  we 
to  consider  this  crime  ?     Though  a  crime  against 
a  man's  own  country,  it  is  no  crime  against  thai 
to  which  he  deserts.     The  desertion  of  a  soldier 
from  our  enemy  is  surely  no  crime  against  the 
United  States,  and  therefore,  as  to  us,  no  crime  at 
all.     Mr.  S.  examined  at  some  length  the  nature 
of  allegiance  and  of  the  obligations  it  imposed. 
To  screen  a  criminal  of  any  kind  was  partici- 
pating in  his  crime,  and  becoming  accessory  after 
the  fact;  but  it  had  been  the  practice  of  all  na- 
tions to  receive  deserters  from  their  enemies,  and 
to  permit  them  to  settle  among  them  if  they  be- 
haved as  good   citizens  ought  to  do.     The  nice 
principles  of  honor  the  gentlemen  had  laid  down, 
extended  far  enough,  would  impose  on  a  nation 
the  necessity  of  restoring  to  an  enemy  his  desert- 
ers, and  enabling  him   to   punish   their  offence 
with  death.     If,  however,  as  public  law  exists,  we 
may  give  them  aid  and  comlort,  and  afford  them 
an  asylum,  we  may  as  well  add  to  other  induce- 
ments as  those  which,  the  gentleman  says,  already 
operate  so  powerfully  on  the  soldiers  of  our  en- 
emy.    In  so  doing,  the  principle,  which  is  not 
controverted,  is  extended  but  little  further  than  at 
present,  and  in  iis  moral  consequences  is  certainly 
not  so  enlarged  as  to  affect  the  national  honor. 
The  force  of  the  enemy's  examples   had   been 
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passed  over  in  silence  by  the  gentleman,  and  their 
correctness  tacitly  admitted — their  authority  be- 
ing denied  only  by  the  general  intimation  that 
such  conduct  wascontrary  to  national  law.  The 
proposed  measure  therefore  derived  strength  from 
the  preceding  conduct  of  the  enemy.  But,  ex- 
amine all  history,  ancient  and  modern,  what  had 
been  the  usual  course  of  all  nations  at  war? 
To  weaken  the  hands  of  their  opponents  and 
strengthen  the  hands  of  themselves.  Perhaps 
precedents  derived  from  the  Revolutionary  war 
might  not  be  considered  by  gentlemen  as  bearing 
on  this  point,  since  Britain  then  claimed  us  as 
her  colonies.  Recollect,  however,  her  proclama- 
tions inviting  our  citizens  to  withdraw  from  their 
allegiance.  Our  history,  it  is  true,  is  not  ample, 
owing  to  the  recency  of  its  date.  But  it  will  be 
recollected  that  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,  our  gal- 
lant officer  conducting  the  war  on  the  land  united 
himself  on  that  occasion  with  a  pretender  to  the 
Tripolitan  throne,  and  took  bdvaniage  of  his  re- 
bellion to  divide  the  forces  of  the  enemy.  W^ho 
censured  that  act?  Whoblamed  Eaton  for  his  con- 
duct? Yet  It  was  thus  only  the  Dey  was  com- 
pelled to  come  to  terms  which  he  had  before  re- 
fused. This  measure  was  clearly  distinguishable 
from  a  bounty  for  assassination,  to  which  it  had 
been  likened.  Employingpersonssecretly  tokillan 
enemy  was  a  warfare  worthy  only  of  savages;  it 
was  an  unmanly  way  of  getting  rid  of  those  whom 
an  army  dare  not  meet  in  a  field  of  battle.  But 
to  withdraw  soldiers  from  an  enemy's  standard 
was  not  of  this  character,  and  was  besides  more 
correct  under  present  circumstances,  inasmuch  as 
the  enemy's  army  is  not  composed  of  soldiers  of 
his  own  country,  but  of  soldiers  from  Germany 
and  other  countries — men  who  owe  no  national 
allegiance  to  Britain,  but  are  mere  mercenaries 
in  her  ranks — who  fight  for  those  who  pay  them 
best.  They  are  calculated  to  be  the  most  dan- 
nrerous  enemies,  but  are  willing  to  desert  their 
leaders  and  join  our  standard  on  sufficient  in- 
ducements. If  they  employ  men  owing  them  no 
allegiance,  have  we  not  a  right  to  withdraw  them 
if  we  can.  and  employ  them  to  strengthen  our 
own  frontier?  As  to  the  objection  that  they 
would  not  settle,  that  objection  is  refuted  by  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  which  require  actual  set- 
tlement OR  the  land.  Let  gentlemen  acquainted 
with  the  Revolutionary  war  recollect  how  many 
of  the  good  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  other 
States  were  deserters  from  the  British  ranks. 
Hessians,  Germans,  dec.  and  have  become  among 
our  best  and  wealthiest  and  most  useful  citizens. 
Mr.  S.  concluded  by  observing  that  this  was  a 
clear  question  of  expediency,  perfectly  within 
the  scope  of  our  policy,  not  contrary  to  national 
honor,  merited  the  attention  of  the  House,  and 
ought  to  be  referred  as  proposed  to  one  of  its  com- 
mittees. 

After  rejecting  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Brad- 
ley, of  Vermont,  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table, 
the  question  on  its  adoption  was  determined  : 
For  the  motion  80,  against  it  55.  as  follows  : 

Yea»— .Vle«8r«.  Alexander,  Alston,  AnderBon,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown, 


Burwell,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,    Conard,  Crawford,   Creighton,  Crouch,    Dana, 


Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngerBoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lcfferls,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
McCoy,  McKee.  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Mur- 
free,  Newton,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Sage,  t?evier, 
Scybert,  Sharp,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey. 

N*is — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MaasachusetU,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury.  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cooper,  Cox,  C»l- 
pepcr,  Davenport,  Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,. 
(Jeddes.  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hulbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Macon.  Markell,  Miller,  MofHt,  Moselcy,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford.  Stock- 
ton, Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

So  it  was  adopted  by  the  House. 

HONOR  TO  THE  BRAVE. 

Mr.  Hawkins, of  Kentucky,  in  introducingthe 
following  motion,  adverted  to  the  unpropitious 
events  attending  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
the  more  moriifyiug  because  unexpected,  which 
had  caused  to  be  overlooked  by  theNational  Coun- 
cils some  displays  of  valorand  military  skill  which 
deserved  the  notice  of  Congress.  This  omission 
had  been  the  more  marked  because  of  the  almost 
unlimited  plaudits  during  the  same  lime  bestow- 
ed on  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  &c.  Had  the  na- 
tion noticed  by  civil  honors  the  merits  of  a  Pike, 
a  Taylor,  a  Croghan,  a  Miller,  and  some  others, 
perhaps  they  would  have  done  but  sheer  justice. 
But  his  object  in  rising  now  was  to  present  a 
motion  limited  in  its  character,  and  confined  to 
objects  which  must  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
Hou>e.  The  resolution  he  proposed,  and  which 
he  had  hoped  some  other  member  would  before 
now  have  offered,  was  in  the  following  words: 

Rtaolrtd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States,  in 
Congress  assembled,  be  presented  to  Generals  Brown, 
Scott,  and  Gaines,  and  their  companions  in  fame. 

Resolved,  That  General  Brown  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  other  officers  and  solders  under 
his  command  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress, and  the  high  sense  of  gratitude  entertained  for 
victories  so  splendid,  achieved  in  contests  so  unequal. 

Considerable  desultory  debate  took  place  on 
this  motion,  not  in  opposition  to  the  principle, 
but  from  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode. 

Mr.  Oakley  moved  to  commit  the  same  to  the 
Committee  of  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  returning  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  such  other  oflScers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  United  States  as  may  have  distin- 
guished themselves  during  the  present  war. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sharp,  to  amend 
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.eimotion  of  Mr,  Oarley.  by  inserting,  after 
e|Uord  "•  Congress,"  the  followinfr:  ''with 
fc  othtr  testimonials  of  the  national  approba- 
r.oti,  as  said  comnoittee  shall  deem  advisable." 
A^  moti<)n  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  to 
3S|pone.  until  Monday  next,  the  further  consid- 
pauon  of  the  resoi^utions  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

t     J  i   

i  _ 

^  THURdiiAV,  September  29. 

Miother  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  John 
li,(|pTON.  appearect,  and  took  his  seat, 
'ifie  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  copy 
4  resolution,  transmitted   under  cover  to  him 
)rV  Philadelphia,  |>assed  by  the  Select  and  Com- 
Coi.  Council  of  tljat  city,  offering   to  Congress 
^idjGovernment  the  use  of  buildings  in  that  city, 
»r  5heir  accommodation,   provided   it   shall   be 
[•eiied   expedient,   in  consequence  of  inconve- 
•  er.ce   experiencei^  from  the  destruction  of  the 

r"'a|jitol,  &c. — Reftirred  to  the  committee  already 
isjd  on  that  subji^ct. 
I^Nlr.  Latti.more,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
Llert  committee  Appointed  on  that  .subject,  re- 
rjed  a  hill  furtht^r  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
a^  in  the  Missis^ppi  Territory,  and  to  increase 
eyiumber  of  mei()bers  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
^1  lor  ihf  same. — Twice  read  and  committed. 
T  I^fo  other  business  being  offered  for  considera- 
Ipor^  and  none  of  tjhe  committees  being  ready  to 
Itp^irt,  the  House  ^djourned. 


Fridav,  September  30. 
^  ^veral  other  member?,  to  wit:  from  New 
fvajnpshire.  Bradulry  Cilley  ;  from  New  Jer- 
jiy.jAMEa  Schureman;  from  Maryland,  Nicho- 
r^As^R.  Moore  ;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 
r*;  "^he  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
kjsiture  of  the  In'diana  Territory,  praying  that 
.'rfain  companies  of  militia,  called  out  for  the 
et^nce  of  that  Territory,  may  be  paid  by  the 
n,ted   Slates. — Referred    to   the    Secretary  of 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
V»  '^he  House,  purs^iant  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
l|>s(jlved  itself  into,  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
§L\  Ihe  proposition  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia, 
^1  ^end  the  Consritution.  That  part  of  the  mo-' 
•Jjoii  was  taken  up  Which  goes  to  provide 

2  "JThat  Congres"  sKall  have  power  to  establish  a  Xa- 
Pyn|il  Bank,  with  branches  thereof  in  any  State." 

^Mr.  Jackson  said  he  did  not  intend  to  repeat 
He  remarks  which  be  had  made  when  this  sub- 


»ci!l  was  last  year  l;>efore  the  Congress,  or  to  sa 
P|iylhing  in  anticipation  of  the  remarks  whic 


I 


'>|i^t  be  made  for  or  against  this  proposition, 
^h^  utility  of  a  National  Bank  had  been  deraon- 
Krajed  by  every  da^'s  experience.  We  know  at 
l^islday,  said  he,  tjiat  some  Stale  banks  which 
fj/tv^^  stopped  payment  have  not  only  refused  to 
ngce^ve  the  notes  of  those  which  continue  to  cash 
t^jeif  notes,  but  have  forced  their  holders  lo  sell 
O^erf   at    ten    per  cent,  discount  in  the  brokers' 

n ---  —  ■■- 


ludependenit  of  this  fact,  it  was  held  by 


all  geotlemeDof  all  parties  that  it  is  necessary  to 
the  convenience  of  our  fiscal  operation.-*  that  there 
should  be  a  National  Bank.  The  only  difficulty 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  now 
under  consideration  would  be  on  the  part  of  those 
who  believed  that  the  power  proposed  to  be 
vested,  already  resided  in  Congress,  and  who 
might  contend  that  the  passage  of  such  a  motion 
as  this  would  by  implication  deny  the  present  ex- 
istence of  the  power.  Mr.  J.  said  that  he  did  not 
himself  believe  that  any  gentleman  would  be  com- 
promitfed  in  this  way  by  voting  for  this  proposi- 
tion ;  that  it  was  best  in  all  cases  the  least  doubtful 
of  Constitutional  construction  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure.  Many  of  the  State  Legislatures  had 
declared  their  opinion  that  a  law  establishing  a 
National  Bank  would  be  an  unauthorized  act.  It 
would  be  better,  to  avoid  all  difficulties,  lo  con- 
sult their  opinions,  or,  if  you  please,  their  preju- 
dices, and  receive  at  their  hand,  by  liberal  grant, 
a  power  so  essential  to  the  well  being  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  said  as  he  could  not 
vote  for  the   proposition,  it  was  perhaps  due  to 
himself,  as  well  as  the  Committee,  to  state  his 
reasons  for  voting  against  it.  and  why  he  thought 
it  ought  not   to   be  adopted.     If  it  were   to  be 
adopted  and   sent  out  to  the  Slates  for  concur- 
rence, would  not  the  question  of  constitutionality, 
he  asked,   be  completely  yielded  on  the  part  of 
those  wno  voted  for  it  ?    Whether,  as  such  a  vole 
would  be  a  disclaiming  of  the  power  by  Congress, 
reason  and  probability  did  not  altogether  forbid' 
the  expectation  that  the  Slates  would  relinquish 
this  power  to  the  General  Government  ?  A  large 
majority  of  the  Stales  already  had  a  deep  in- 
terest in  ihe  banking  establishments  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions;  and,  so  far  as  the  paper 
and  business  of  a  National  Bank  extended,  it  must 
so  far  deteriorate  the  State  bank  stocks,  and  cur- 
tail the  revenues  therefrom  on  which  some  of  the 
Stales  entirely  rely  for  the  support  of  their  gor- 
ernmenls.     Besides  this,  the  interest  of  the  local 
banks  extended  through  all  the  ramifications  of 
society.    Almost  every  individual  in  every  Legis- 
lature was  in  some  degree  interested  in  ihe  suc- 
cess and  prosperity  of  the  Slate  banks,  and  would 
be  interested  to  refuse  to  grant  the  power  if  it 
was  once  yielded  by  the  House.     The  question 
presented  in  this  form  appears  to  propose  a  re- 
linquishment of  power,  and  will  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity on  which   the  States  will  gladly  seize  lo 
withhold  from  Congress  the  right  of  exercising 
this  power.     He  did  not  believe  ihai  the  question 
of  renewal  of  the  charier  of  the  old  United  Slates 
Bank  at  all  decided  the  question  of  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress.     The  history  of  that 
bank,  as  found  on  the  Journals  of  Congress,  was 
this :  that  Congress,  in  1791.  by  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  both  branches,  passed  a  law  establishing 
a  bank,  which  was  sanctioned  by  President  Wash*- 
iNGTON,  and  went  inio  operation;  that  it  after- 
wards received  die  sanction  of  Congress  under 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  laws  esiabli.shing  branches  of  ii,  and  for 
ihe  punishrat'ot  of  those  who  counterfeited   its 
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paper.  It  was  a  fact,  that  every  member  would 
concur  with  him  in  declaring,  that  many  who 
voted  against  rechartering  the  bank,  did  so,  not 
because  they  did  not  believe  that  Congress  pos- 
sessed the  power,  but  because  they  believed  the 
measure  inexpedient.  He  hazarded  nothing  in 
sayiniT  that  more  than  the  number  of  the  majority 
on  that  que.-tion  entertained  no  Constitutional 
scruples  on  the  subject.  In  the  Senate  the  ques- 
tion was  decided  against  renewing  the  charter  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  President  of  that  body,  in 
which  there  were  many  who  did  not  vote  against 
it  from  Consiiiutional  considerations.  So  far  as 
any  decision  of  Congress  had  authority,  their  de- 
cisions proved  that  Congress  had  the  power. 
This  subject  had  been  so  repeatedly  discussed, 
that  he  supposed  it  would  be  useless  to  refer  to 
the  Constitution  in  relation  to  it.  The  question 
had  become  a  point  of  political  faith,  a^d  ac- 
quired the  stability  of  some  theological  opinions, 
on  which  argument  and  reason  were  thrown 
away.  He  did  not  aspire  to  the  ability  to  shake 
opinions  of  such  long  standing  as  he  knew  were 
entertained  by  some  members  of  the  House.  But 
even  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia this  morning  would  prove  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  National 
Bank.  The  gentleman  had  informed  the  Hou>;e 
that  such  a  bank  was  necessary  and  indispensable 
for  the  convenient,  faithful,  and  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  finances.  Availing  himself 
of  this  admission,  and  applying  ii  to  the  general 
clause  in  the  Constitution  vesting  powers  in  Con- 
gress, he  contended  no  doubt  could  remain  of  the 
power  being  in  Congress.  By  the  Constitutional 
phrase  ''  necessary  and  proper"  was  not  meant  an 
absolutely  indispensable  necessity,  but  any  agency 
fitted,  suited,  applicable  to.  and  connected  with, 
the  faithful  administration  of  the  finances.  Every 
man  not  prejudiced  must,  by  experience  and  the 
gentleman's  admission,  be  convinced  that  Con- 
gress already  have  the  power  now  proposed  to  be 
given  to  ihem.  He  then  took  a  retrospective 
▼  iew  of  the  operation  of  the  refusal  to  recharter 
the  old  bank  or  establish  a  new  one,  and  proved 
conclusively  that  the  Government  had  been  very 
greatly  a  loser,  perhaps  to  the  amount  of  four 
or  five  millions,  by  that  omission — besides  the 
reduced  interests  at  which  the  facilities  it  afforded 
would  have  enabled  the  Government  to  obtain 
the  loans  they  have  since  had  occasion  for.  It 
was  demonstrated  that  a  bank  of  this  description 
furnished  facilities  which  no  existing  institution 
did;  and  it  Wds  therefore  proved  that  its  estab- 
lishment was  necessary  and  proper  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government,  and  of  course 
within  the  scope  of  their  Constiiulional  power. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  it  must  have  been  observed, 
that  he  had  on  all  occasions  purposely  avoided 
expressing  his  opinion  on  the  constitutionality  of 
any  act  lo  establish  a  National  Bank.  He  did 
not  consider  the  vote.*,  however,  during  the  time 
he  had  held  a  seat  in  the  House,  as  recognising 
the  power;  for  instance,  he  did  not  imagine  that 
any  person  could  be  considered  assanctionint^  the 
institution   referred   to   by  voting  to   punish   the 


counterfeiting  the  notes  of  the  bank.     Policy  and 
every  consideration  dictated    that  an   ofience  of 
this  kind  should  be  punished,  and  the  law  for  that 
purpose  was  proposed  without  adverting  ai  all  to 
the    Constitutional    question.     In    regard    to  the 
question  of  establishing  new  branches  to  the  bank, 
it  was  one  of  more  difficulty.     The  Constitutional 
question,  however,  was  not  on  that  occasion  stir- 
red before  Congress,  and  he  believed  the  yeas  and 
nays  were   not  called   on  ii.     The  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  limited  in  its  du- 
ration ;  and  whilst  it  was  in  existence,  it  was  the 
duty,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  of  the  constituted  au- 
thorities to  give  to  It  efficacy,  to  punish  offenders 
against  it.     The  charter  of  that  bank  was  like  the 
contracts  which  ihe  Government  has  made  with 
the  national  creditors — of  which  he  hoped,  none 
in  this  House  or  nation,  whatever  he  had  heard 
to  the  contrary,  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  the  na- 
tional  faith  was   not  pledged    to  redeem    the  last 
shilling.     So  in  regard  to  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.     Those  who  opposed   it  of- 
fered no  obstacle  tofulfilling  it  after  it  was  granted. 
The  gentleman  had  said   the  State  Legislatures 
and  individuals  composing  them  would  oppose  the 
grant  of  any  such  power  as    this  to  the  National 
Government.     Once  establish    the  almost  i:dis- 
pensable   utility  and   importance   of  a  National 
Bank,  and  there  would  be  such  a  direct  appeal  to 
the  honor  and    patriotism  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures as  to  forbid  for  a  moment  the  idea  that  they 
would   not  sanction   its  creation.     Their   private 
interest  would  vanish    before  the   nntional  good. 
But  even  if  this  base  and  grovelling  passion  had 
influence,  it  would  not  prevent  them  from  granting 
the  power  he  proposed  to  ask  from  them.     Mr. 
J.  made  some  observations  going  to  show  that  the 
advantage  to  the  individual  Slates  from  tlie  estab- 
lishment of  banks  wilhin  their  limits  would  ope- 
rate as  a  counterpoise  to  the  effect  of  the  collis- 
ion of  interest  between  a  National  Bank  and  the 
State   Banks — because   the  branches  so   to  be  es- 
tablished would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  were  located.     The  gen- 
tleman  appeared   to  think  the   adoption   of  the 
proposition  would  be  a  virtual  acknowledgment 
that  we  do  not  now  possess  the  power  proposed  lo 
be  given.     The  Constitution,  Mr.  J.  said,  would 
never  be  destroyed  by  the  omission  to  exercise 
in  their  fullest    plenitude    the   powers    expressly 
granted  in  it.  &.c.    He  adverted  to  the  eloquent 
argument  of  Vice  President  Clinton,  on  giving  his 
casting  vole  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  old    Bank  of   the  United    States,  before  the 
Senate,  in  which  body  it  had  been  argued  solely 
on  ihe  ground  of  constitutionality.     The  Consti- 
tution, Mr.    J.  further   said,   admitted   of  differ- 
ent constructions,  about  which  the  most  learned 
and    the    most  virtuous    men    differ;  but   if  one 
violation   were    to    be   made   a    precedent    for  a 
subsequent  and  analogous  violation,  the  Consti- 
tution would    become  a  matter  of  convenience, 
instead  of  an  instrument  of  obligation.    He  advert- 
ed to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  at  the   last  session,  on  the  subject  of  the 
National   Bank,  who  had   decided  that  Congress 
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ihai   no  power  lo  ^establish  one.     When  the  law 
^pa^ed  establishio-j  the  old   Bank  of  the  United 


i 


iSt*tes  there  had  existed  much  doubt  as  to  its  con 
f»li|utionalitv  ;  and  General  Washington  withheld 
|hi-^  sijnature  for  sflnae  days  in  consequence  of  it. 
jT^e  same  doubts  still  existed  ;  and  yet,  where  ihey 
twtye  most  strongly  entertained,  he  had  heard  of  no 
jtobiectioD  to  amending  the  Constitution  so  as  to 
"rgr-jnt  the  power.  .  Let  us  not,  slid  he,  refuse  to 
>v.il  ourselves  of  the  advantage  of  such  an  insti- 
itui^on.  and  of  removing  our  own  honest  scruples, 
jbyjefusms:  to  apply  to  the  States  for  a  grant  of 
't^m  power.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by  expressing  his 
^0|,e,  though  ihai;hope  was  much  weakened  by 
^Jit*prospe','t,  that  his  proposition  would  be  agreed 

•  .  Alter  a  f^w  worcfc  of  explanation  by  Mr.  McKee, 
^^eipropoi'ttion  was  negaiiveJ  in  Committee,  who 
f«p*)rted  their  di>ajg;reement  to  the  House, 
t^  The  qaeaion  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
^eJin  their  disagreement  to  the  proposition,  was 
rt<»en  decided  as  follows: 

ii  ^«A«—MeK8rs. -Abeiander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barnett, 
$a:|ie«  of  MasaacbujiclU,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigclow, 
Jojd,  Bradhury,  Br«dloy,  Bngham,  Butler,  Caperton, 
'-'  well,  CUmpion.'Cbappell,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clopton, 


thai  the  subject  was  already  tpecidly  referred 
to  a  different  committee. 

Mr.  Mo.NTGOMERV.  of  Kentucky,  in  offering  the 
following,  assigned  as  a  reason  his  desire  to  put 
officers  and  privates  on  the  same  footing  in  this 
respect.  The  bill  which  was  passed  in  1813  on 
this  subject,cootained,  when  sent  from  this  House, 
a  provision  applying  to  soldiers  as  well  as  offi- 
cers, but  that  clause  embracing  privates  had  been 
stricken  out  by  the  Senate.  His  motion  was  in 
the  following  terms: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claima  be  inatruct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  privates  slain  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  motion  having  been  amended,  on  sugges- 
tion of  .Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  so  as  to  incfude 
also  those  who  may  die  or  have  died  whilst  in  the 
service,  and  also  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Military  Committee,  instead  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  was  agreed  to. 

HONORARY  REWARDS. 
Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,    reported    resolutions    expressive    of  the 

...  T  ,    ,     ,,     •       ;^     'v,  V  -" ,-.",—.,    thanks  of  Congress  for  the  gallantry  and  i?ood 

kT  :  V,°^P^'>  ;<^«V.  ^."'P?"'  ^'"^^^^''  ^*"*'  ^°"^"*^'  w'l*'  which  the  arms  of  the  Un^^ 
?;-FTVv'""^'"'1:i^''V^^^"^''''^*"°^^^  ''«ve    been   .sustained   by   Major   General 

,<7,|Fi8k  of  Vermont;  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  For-    Brown    and    Briaad.Prs  ^^n.r    noT^ ''  i   » [ 

JCft.iGastoa,  Geddes,  GoldsborouL'h.-Grosvenor   Han-    in^K    'i.f        ^,''g*^'^f=»  Scott,  Games,  and  Ma- 
i^n|Hawku.s,  Habbird.   Hulbcrt,'  Irving,    "ckson    of    'Tt^  f/'^^  'f^  V^'^''""',  campaign. 
'Jihclie  Island,  Kent  ojf  New  York   Kerr   King  of  Mas-  I      ,  '   "/  of  Vermont,  moved  to  refer  the  re- 

fxhnsett^.  Law.  Lefferts.  Lewu,  l!"v;trLwndeI,  ^T^''  '°  '^'  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
^afeil,  MvKee,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley  Murfreo  '  i  '^  were  two  names  omitted  in  one  resolve, 
•^-•^•-y.  Piarson,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rhea  of!  ,5.  'P^*"'  '"°^^  ^^  General  Porter  and  General 
sylvania,  Rich,  Ruggles,  iSagc,  Schureman,  Sevier,  I 
^  I,  Sherwood,  Skinner.  Stanford.  StnrLtnn  .Strong    I 

i^es,   Thk)mp9o   ,       .   _,    „.    .....„o„v...uo..vw, 

^atd  of  NeV  Jersey;  Wheaton,  VVhite,  Wikox,"vVm- '  s^iou'J  no'  te  incorporated  in  the  re'sorjl^ion"  as 
l^-T.Jind  \ai.cey— 86  their  merits  in  his  opinion  entitled  them  to  be. 

Z'  'V"~-^^^»*"-  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bowen,  '  Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  said  it  was  desirable 
|;ro|»n,  Bur^j^ell,  Coudict,  Conard.  Crawford,  Crcigh-  :  ihat  these  resolutions  should  be  acted  on  with 
Fn" -rr^'i'  ^"."'^'^'"'^^"'^•^PP^'^^*"''^™"''-  ""aoim'ty  ;  >rnot,  they  would  be  deprived  of  half 
fe  HarT  H  ^^'^w  ^"f  ^^^  "^'"^^   ^'"l   consequence-he^hould    do 

,  v'riin      u'    T'''  """^Phreys,  Ingersoll.  Jackson     therefore,  object  to  any  course  the  House  miX 

aI,n"M;Co?'M?K^^^^^''"V"°'' v'  ''^'^'    ^^'""^  P^"P^'  '"  P"-"^  •"  relauon  to  them.     The 
^^^^^^^  RraTTe^nrs;e;'Rr :  \  ^^ rntT'^  TnTcirif.^^^  '"^"^^'^  °"'^  ^  *  '^l 

Officers   in  the  Army  of  the  United   States.     In 


J-  y  -~-         -—<--.  -'WA^jw.         vK«gaa«au4b|ic 

M^%  secoo(i,  and  tliird  articles  contained  in  the 
yojositioQaforesaijI,  were  recommitted  toaCora- 
luijee  of  ihe  who^e  House  on  the  iiate  of  the 
yn^n.  ;. 

\    \  \  

h-»  Mo.^pAY,  October  3. 


coDsidering  this  subject,  the  claims  of  others  than 
those  expressly  noticed  could  not  have  been 
pa.ssed  over  by  the  committee.     The  names  men- 


'*iT*^o  other  members   to  wit  •  from  Npw  YnrL-   '  ^        .  u """.  "^  '^*'  committee.     The  i 

J.H),    W.   TAVLORTani   fTon    vTr^inia    Huot'    l.'cu^arlt''  ^^^^'f-*"  ^-"^  Vermont  had  par 

f  Eifao.N  ;  aooeared.  Lnd  to.A-  ih.ir  1  °  J  '  "'''"  I  ^'^"'^^'y  ^'^""^^  '^eir  attention.     The  name  of 


.^Ei^o.N  ;  appeared,  and  look  their  seats. 
i,v  A;  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Desha  to  in- 
!k,-u^t  the  Military  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
(.ip(fliency  of  making  compensation  for  horses 
U^tjim  the  service  by  mounted  volunteers  and 
jli^ia  ;  which  was  overruled  by  the  House,  bv 


rorter  was  intimately  associated  in  military  fame 
with  those  already  mentioned.  Not  only  had  he 
been  distinguished  by  his  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct in  the  field,  but  by  his  zeal  and  activity  in 
collecting  together  a  band  of  patriotic  militia  lo 
aid  of  the  regular  army,   at   a  time  when   that 


^^nj^ill  majority,  under  the impre4iou  i'aooelrpH,  V  "^^ '^^-Jlar  army,   at  a  time  when  tha 

\  ,  \     '  P'''"'"''-^PP^*'«'^'|»''^yraost  needed  the  services  of  such  reinforce 

v..    .  '  ^ 
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ments.     Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  iaa-jnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Burwell,  Caperton, 

possible  for  the  committee  to  pass  by,  nay,  not  to  ]  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Cuipeper. 
notice  with  special  attention  the  claim  of  Gene-  )  Cuthbert,  Dana, EarIe,Eppe8,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findiey, 
ral  Porter  ;  but  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  lim-  ,  F"k  of  \  crmont,  Forney    Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston. 


not  been  first  in  command  on  these  occasions,  to  i  „y^    j^^^^^^    Newton,    Pearson,   Pickens,    Pleaslnta 
pa.ss   by  his  case  for  the  present,  referring  it  to  a  1  R^ea  of  Tennessee,    Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,   Smith  of 
future  occasion,  on  which  it  was  the  intention  of    Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Wil- 
the  committee  to  embrace  other  cases  of  merito-  i  son  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey— 68. 
rious  conduct  displayed  not  only  during  the  pres-  '      rj,^^  j^ouse  being  equally  divided— 


ent  but  preceding  campaigns 

Mr.  F18K,  of  Vermont,  said  it  was  far  from  his 
intention  to  object  to  the  testimony  proposed  to 
be  given  by  the  House  to  the  merits  of  the  officers 
named  in  the  resolve,  but  to  incorporate  in  it  other 


The  Speaker  said,  he  was  now  called  on  to 
give  a  vote  as  unexpected  as  painful.     He  would 
on   this  occasion,  as  on  any  other,  regardless  of 
the  feelings  that  might  be  thereby  excited,  and  the 
impressions    probably    received,  give    that    vote 


characters,  entitled,  as  he  thought,  to    the   like  |  ^^j^h  he  believed  the  interests,  safety,  and  honor 


of  the  nation  under  all  the  circumstances  to  re- 
quire. He  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  these  considerations  required  him  to  vote  in 
the  affirmative.  The  reason  for  this  vote  was, 
that  this  District  could  not  be  defended  except  at 
an  immense  expense,  and  an  expense  perhaps  half 
of  that  which  would  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
war. 

So  the  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  refer  the  re- 
port as  amended  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  that  it  might  be  more  fully  and  freely 
discussed. 

Mr.  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  appeared  to  favor 
the  reference  of  this  motion  to  a  select  committee 


tribute.     For  that  purpose,  he  wi^hed  it  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  Whole. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  directing  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  a  temporary  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government  from  the  City 
of  Washington,  6cc.  reported  : 

"  That  the  committee  had  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  directed  the  Chairman  to  submit  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  inexpedient  to  remove  the  Seat 

of  Government  at  this  time  from  the  City  of  Wash-  \  to  report  a  bill.     Although  against  his  own  opin- 

ington.  ion.  he  admired  the   firmness  and  decision  with 

The  House    having   agreed    to   consider    the    which  the  Speaker  on  this,  as  on  every  occasion, 

report —  '  had  acted.     He  was  desirous  that  this  question 

Mr.  F18K,  of  New  York,  said  he  had  reported  '  should   be  decided  as  speedily   as  possible— and, 

that  resolution  in  conformity  to  the  directions  of'  although  no  person  was  more  sanguine  than  he 

a  majority  of  the  committee  ;  but  he  now  thought  '  was  that,  before  it  was  finally  acted  on,  the  opin- 

it  his  duty  to  move  lo  strike  out  the  word  ''  ioex-  |  'on  of  the  House  would  change  on  this  subject, 

pedient,"  and  insert  the  word  "  expedient."  I  he  was  desirous  now  to  see  this  resolve  referred 

A  short  desultory  conversation  took  place  be-  }  *«  ^  select  committee  with  instructions  to  report 

iween  several  members  in  relation  to  the  state  of    a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof. 

defence  of  the  place,  dec.                                                   ^^^'  Fisk  having  acceded  to  the  proposed  refer- 
When  the  question  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to    ence  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  business 
amend  (the  effect  of  which  was  to  declare  it  expe-    was  so  disposed  of  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
dient  to  remove)  was  taken  and  decided  as  fol-  '  for  to-morrow, 
lows:  I  


Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigclow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  Brown,  Butler.  Caldwell.  Champion,  Ciiley, 
Clark,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Dav- 
enport, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvail,  Ely,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Ueddes,  Grosvenor, 
Hulbert.  Ingersoll.  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island.  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  MassachusctU, 
Law,  Lovett,  Lyle,  .Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,   Moseley, 


Tuesday,  October  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  amending  the  "act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise,"  so  as  to  allow  the  pro- 
prietors of  spirituous  liquors  distilled  from  do- 
mestic materials,  of  which  they  are  themselves 


Murfree.   Oakley,  Pickering,  Piper,  Post,  John  Reed,  i  ™^^^"  ,.  ,  , 

Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sey-  i  ^he  growers,  to  sell,  without  license,  any  quantity 
bert,   Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton,     thereof  not  less  than  one  gallon. 
Sturges,   Tatinchill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  V^ose,'        ^ir-  Yancey,  from  the  Committee   of  Claims, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilcox]  i  reported   unfavorably  to  the   petition  of  ^<^^l^ 
and  Winter — 68.  i  Lewis;   which    report   was  concurred   in.     ""^ 

Nais— Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bar-  I  report  is  as  follows: 


The 
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iPhat  the  petitioAer  states,  that  in  the  years  1804. 

11^5,  and  1806,  a  Captain  Thomas  Swain,  of  the 
jrU.iiteJ  ^States'  Arn'y,  cut  and  used  for  the  public  scr- 

irrfe  a  largr  quantity  of  timber  belonging  to  the  peti- 
fttikfner;   that  the   petitioner   sued    hira  for   it,  and  rc- 

ciyered  judgment,  an<l  that  the  said  Captain  Swain 
rii^s  since  died   insolvent,  without  making  compensa- 

ti  in  for  the  timber.     The  petition  is  not  supported  by 


made  prisoners.  Mr.  K.  concluded  his  obserra- 
tions  by  moving  to  amend  the  report  by  striking 
out  "inexpedient,"  and  inserting  "expedient." 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  stated  the  reasons 
which  had  given  birth  to  this  report.  The  prin- 
cipal reason  was,  that  whilst  the  proposed  exten- 
sion of  bounlr  to  such  cases  would  add  very  lit- 
tle inducement  to  recapture,  it  would  add  very 
greatly  to  the  hardship  and  suffering  of  those  of 
our  citizens  who  miffht  be  captured,  who  would 
undoubtedly  be  more  rigidly  >ecured.  perhaps  in 


ll'Sii'y  evidence  of  thf  facts;  the  committee  arc  of  opin 
f  ^c^,  however,  that,  taking  the  facts  a.*  true,  the  peti 
'jitiVner   is   not   entitled  to   relief.     They,  therefore,  re 

(Ccinmend  jo  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

•     JUsolvtcf,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  i  ""O"/-  m  consequence  of  the  passage  of  the  law. 
nrtt  to  be  granted.  '      ^'f-  KiNO  replied.     He  did   not  apprehend  that 

;,,     •s'  11  -.r  LI  .  such  oppression  would    be  exercised   as  the  cen- 

,Mr.  I ANCEY  aUo  made  an  unfavorable  report  on    ,i  _     ' '  •        i  u  i        a  ,\        l-     .  . 

>:  I     rlris^  r>   ..         u    k  _.  I     tieman  supposed,  and  behaved  the  objection  not 

iSe  memori.ll  of  Thomas  Cults :  which  wa?  read,  :  „  i   ,  .  .u  .        .       a-    j  .u  .i 

.  JiA  .„f  ,.^A  ,r.  o  r- ;.t«»  «f  ,u«»  AA7k^u      T-kJ  '  '^^''^  a?ainst  the  proposition  to  afford  this  sma  I 

>>aad  reierred  to  a  l^ommittee  01  the  VVhole,      1  he  ,      „     ,'.  .       '      '  r       i  i 

k     <      .  <•  ,1  reward  to  our  brave  seamen  for  their  adventurous 

f  r»<)ort  i3  as  follows:  „•  „  jju  .  i.  l 

*•  7*  '  valor.     He  considered  this  vote  as  the  test  whe- 

^O'hat  Tristram  Hooper.  Moses  Lowell,  and   Benja-  ^  iher  the  friendship  expressed  on  all  hands  for  our 
^n  Chandler,  wcrfe  indebted  to  the  United  States  by  ,  t^ave  tars  was  substantial  or  mere  profession, 
^-ajjudgment   recovered    against   them    on    a    revenue         j^lr.  LowNDES,  of  South   Carolina,   explained 
iv-b^d  ;  an  .lecut.o^  issued  against  their  property,  and  ,  ^js  ,dea.  of  the  policy  of  the  act  now  proposed  (0 

which  he  did  not  look  upon  in  the 

_  ty  to  privateers,  but  as  an  induce- 

I^«rpur7b7«'erat  thv,  price 'orfou^h^ndr^^  "^  ^^^'"^  [^   \^'^'S   '«   prisoners  when   cap- 


*twks   levied   by  the    marshal   of  the    district  on   three  J  .  ,    , 

J^o'Jhth  pjrls  of  the  schooner  Catharine.     At  the  sale  |  y    a™e""ed,  w 
i*^blhe  schooner,  thf  petitioner,  Thomas  Cutts,  became  •  ^  *  ^    "^^ 


6*5  dollars'.  A  clarm  to  the  three-quarters  of  the  three- I '"'■^'^  instead  of  releasing  them.  The  proposed 
fre;ihths  of;  this  vessel  was  afterwards  set  up  by  Asa  I  amendment  he  did  not  consider  as  at  all  essential 
SS.'^vens;  ind,  in  jction  against  the  petitioner,  it  ap-  I  ^O-  o/  connected  with  the  policy  of  that  act — and 
ijpiiars  he  recovered  {"or  damages,  interest,  and  cosU,  the  i  the  inducements  to  recapture  he  considered  to  be 
!j,a\jfn  of  $9f?4  35;  which  sum  the  petitioner  prays  to  be  '  quite  sufficient  already  without  it. 
*ir»i|Quneraied,  togetijier  with  the  sum  of  $455,  which  he  i  The  motion  of  Mr.  Ki.NG  was  negatived,  and 
tat,eges  haii  been  pi^id  to  counsel  and  witnesses  in  the 


<.«'.>«l,  and  expended  by  himself  in  attendance,  and  for 
Lt^Iiich  it  itk  stated  hjis  vouchers  are  lost. 
ii  iThe  contmittee  '^ire  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is  not 
».e»yitled  to-jrelief;  tjiey  view  this  as  a  common  case  of 
Cijs^e,  undei  an  execiution  in  which  the  plaintiff  cannot 
J'bii  considered  the  warranter  of  the  property.  The 
k'piTrchastir  buys  at  his  own  risk;  and  it  is  for  him  to 
•ijvjge  whether  the  litle  of  the  defendant  in  the  eiecu- 
i»  ti4n  is  gocd  or  ba<i.  They,  therefore,  recommend  to 
Jtttur  Houae  the  following  resolution: 
\l  ^Reaolvect,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
•n<>t  to  be  granted. 


the  report  accepted  by  a  large  majority. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Vir- 
ginia, having  taken  up  this  subject,  and  being 
about  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  thereon — 

Mr.  Newto.n,  of  Virginia,  obserred  that  he  be- 
lieved much  debate  was  not  necessary,  as  gentle- 
men had  not  only  deliberated  but  already  made 
up  their  minds.  He  wished  to  come  at  the  ques- 
tion, and  with  many  others  had  rather  render  his 
vote  on  this  subject  than  hear  any  discussion 
whatever;  and,  therefore,  moved  an  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  question. 

.....  c  ,  ,      This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Pickering,  of 

i«.iuire  uito  the  escpediency  of  extending  to  mer-    Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  GoldIbohouoh,  of  Ma  y- 

^a^no„ntT.rn?/!nP'rr"'°^'^'^'^^  ^°'^   "^  ^^h°™   P'^"^  'heir  opposition  L 

Va  pounty  on  prisone  s  to  the  owners  and  crews  of    t,,e  ground  of  a  desiri  for  further  informalion- 
t»pr<ivaie  armed  ve'sels,  reported,  that  if  was  inex- 
L'dient  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  said  act 


I 


i  BOUNTY  ON  PRISONERS. 

|f    «Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Co 
^rD$ttee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to 


m- 


Clij'  the  case  just  siated. 

P**  *Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  opposed  the  adop- 
lijn  of  this  report  on  various  grounds.  The  risk 
a^d  importance  oi"  the  recapture  of  merchantmen 
■i>n^s  not,  he  said,  ^inferior  to  the  risk  and  iraport- 
i/afcce  of  captures  ^y  private  armed  vessels.  The 
•V'use  of  humanity  would  be  also  served  by  it,  as 
f5tl|e  lives  of  the  efneray's  seamen  might  in  some 
J^t,|tances  be  preserved,  in  consequence  of  such 
j^aof  inducement,  Ac.  He  hoped  it  would  never 
ijbc^isaid  that  this  flouse,  by  a  large  majority,  de- 
ile\mined  to  offer  ;a  bounty  on  deserters  from  the 
Jarfny  of  the  enert<y.  and  yet  refused  n  small  pre- 
^^^^ium  ou  seamen  of  the  enemy  thus  meritoriously 


the  one,  however,  declaring  his  present  opinion 
in  favor  of,  and  the  other  against,  removal. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  indefinite  post- 
ponement, and  decided  in  the  negative,  many  of 
those  opposed  to  removal,  having,  with  Mr. 
GoLDSBOROLGH,  voted  against  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  motion.  For  the  postponement 
61.  against  it  77,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Btr- 
nett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Burwell,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
Culpeper,  Dana,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  (iaston,  Gholson, 
Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Irving, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefferts.   Lewis.   Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy, 
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McKee,  McKim,  McLesn.  Montaromery,  Moore,  Nel- '  answer;— they  might,  if  unanswered,  be  thought 
son,  Newton,  Pearson,  PleasanU,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  |  correct,  and  would,  he  feared,  delude  and  mislead 
Roane,  Sage,  Sevier.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  those  whom  that  genlien.en  lad  with  so  much 
Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  zeal  and  ability  attempted  to  serve.  No  genile- 
Yancey.  man.  Mr.  S.  said,  could  feel  less  personal  interest 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas-  ^  jn  the  question  than  he  did  ;  coming  from  a  Slate 
sacbusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig-  .  having  very  humble  pretensions  to  consequence 
ham.  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  j  q^  p^j^Q^age — never  himself  expecting  to  be  here 
Clark,Com8tock,Condict,  Conard,  Cooper, Cox,  Craw- I  gg3j„  gffpj  jhis  session— he  could  view  the  sub- 
ford,  Creighton,  Davenport.  Davis  ol  Pennsylvania,  j  j^^.^  ^,^^^  coolness  and  imparlialiiy.  The  honor- 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  j  ^^^^  member  he  alluded  to  had  indulged  himself 
York,Geddcs,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough.Gourd.n.Gros-  j  .^  extensive  and   wide  excursions.     Mr.  S. 

venor    Hulbert,   Ingersoll,   Irw.n    Jackson   of  Rhode  I      ^^,/^^j    ^^  ,^  ^^„^^.  ,^,^    ,^   j,,^   ^^^, 

Island.  Jackson   of  Virginia,    Johnson    ol    Kentucky,!  .      .    u  ir        .l       i     . 

Kent  of  New  York.  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  |  ^ou^-^^' b^' .*^""'^"' .^'^^^'^  With  selecting  ^otne 
Lovett,  Lyie,  Markell.  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  of  his  leading  pom  s,  leaving  it  o  other  genlle- 
Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper.  Post,  John  Reed.  I  mt*n  to  remark  on  the  residue  if  they  saw  fit.  To 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Rugglcs,  Schureman,  Sey-  :  ?et  at  the  genileman  s  argument  ai  once,  he  would 
bert.  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton,  |  consider  it  under  two  general  heads— 
Sturge*,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose,  ,  Isl.  The  legal.  Constitutional  right  of  Congress 
Ward  of  MassachusctU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea-  to  remove  the  Seat  of  Government, 
ton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter.  2d.  The  propriety  or  expediency  of  eiercijing 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com-    that  right  if  they  had  it. 


niitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the   report  aboveraen- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Pearson,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  speak 
against  the  resolution,  and  continued  to  speak 
with  great  ability  and  force  of  reasoning,  as  well 
on  the  question  of  expediency  as  on  that  of  Con- 
stitutionality, until  about  three  o'clock;  when  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Wednesday.  October  5. 
Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Rhode  Island 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  expediency  of  a  temporary  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government.  The  resolu- 
tion under  consideration  stands  as  follows: 

Raolved,  That  it  is  expedient  at  this  time  to  re- 
move the  Scat  of  Government  from  the  City  of  W'ash- 
ington. 

Mr.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  he  had  at 
one  lime  determined  to  take  no  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion DOW  before  the  Committee,  but  to  remain 
satisfied  with  a  silent  vote.  The  subject  had  al- 
ways appeared  to  him  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  pre- 
clude any  just  expeclatioo  of  good  resulting  from 
much  debate.  We  should  make  no  proselytes  on 
one  side  or  the  other — the  subject  lies  level  with 
every  man's  understanding.  Gentlemen  need 
only  to  open  the  Consiituiion  of  their  country — 
cast  their  eyes  around— survey  the  Disiric!,  and 
observe  what  was  before  them,  to  enable  them  to 
judge  correctly.  He  had.  however,  been  induced 
to  alter  this  resolution  by  the  course  of  argument 
which  an  honorable  member  from  North  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Pearson,  who  he  was  sorry  not  to  see 
in  his  seat)  had  thought  proper  to  pursue.  That 
gentleman  had  made  many  remarks  which  were 
susceptible  of  a  satisfactory  answer  ;  many  which 
Mr.  S.  thought  ought  not  to  go  forth  without  an 


The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  de- 
nied both;  he  would  contend  for  the  affirmative 
of  each  proposition. 

1st.  Does  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
possess  the  legal  Constitutional  power  of  remov- 
ing itself  from  this  District  ?  Mr.  S.  said,  it  was 
obvious  that  this  point  must  be  subdivided  into 
two :  1st.  Has  the  Government  the  power  of  tem- 
porary removal  ?  2d.  Has  it  the  power  of  perma- 
nent removal  ?  Mr.  S.  said,  ihat  he  considered 
the  first  as  the  only  question  now  properly  be- 
fore the  Committee,  li  was  true,  that  the  propo- 
sition contained  in  the  resolution  was  general  in 
iis  terms,  yet  it  seemed  to  be  agreed  on  all  sides, 
that  only  a  temporary  removal  was  contemplated 
at  present.  We  were  not  ready  now  to  act  on  so 
extensive  a  subject — one  involving  so  many  con- 
^ideralions  of  public  interest,  of  private  feeling 
and  justice,  as  that  of  a  permanent  removal. 
This  great  point,  then,  was  really  not  before  the 
committee.  But  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina supposing,  probably,  that  upon  the  question 
of  permanent  removal  he  was  impregnable,  had 
pressed  it  into  his  service;  its  discussion  was, 
therefore,  proper,  and  might  be  useful.  As  to  the 
legal  Coosiitulionai  right  of  the  Government  to 
remove  itself  for  a  season  on  good  and  sufficient 
reasons,  who,  Mr.  S.  asked,  could  seriously  doubt 
It  ?  What  section  of  the  Constitution,  what  prin- 
ciple of  reason,  common  sense,  or  common  jus- 
tice, could  be  relied  on  to  take  from  the  national 
councils  so  common  and  necessary  an  attribute 
of  sovereignty?  None  could  be  produced;  the 
genileman  could  find  none;  no  gentleman  had 
hazarded  the  assertion.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man himself  from  North  Carolina,  wiih  all  his 
zeal,  industry,  and  talent,  had  not  brought  his 
mind  up  to  such  an  assertion  in  direct  terms;  yet 
It  was  necessary  to  a  successful  opposition  to  this 
resolution,  not  only  to  make,  but  to  make  good 
this  extravagant  position.  Why,  he  asked,  should 
the  people  have  thus  fettered,  thus  imprisoned, 
their  Government?  Why  should  an  act,  ascer- 
taining the  place  where  the  Government  should 
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'si;^,  be  considered  so  sacred  as  not  to  be  approach- [  the  right  of  temporary  remoTal,  under  the  per- 


*e|  by  tiie  Government 
'l*e  the  laws  of  Jhe  M 


which  enacted  it  7    Why. 

fl%e  trie  laws  ot  Jhe  Medes  and  Persians,  should 
;  ikbe  irrepealable}?    If  pestilence  came — if  famine 


I 


} 


{ 


f'io\  war  came — w^re  we  to  be  enchained  to  the 
.  StfOt,  by  the  magjic  force  of  an  act  not  to  be  al- 
j^t^red?  The  proi)usition  was  monstrous;  he  had 
f;  ^j  hesitation  in  jpronouncinij  that  such  an  idea 
J:  was  totally  destitute  of  foundation,  either  in  Con- 
J"' sjitutional  law,  (common  sense,  or  common  jus- 
^  t&e.  Congress,  fjlr.  S.  said,  had  settled  this  ques- 
J:  l}in  by  passing  arlaw,  not  only  asserting  the  right 
^^oj  temporary  renjoval  for  sufficient  reasons,  but 
^t  delegating  ihat  rjght  to  the  President  of  theUni- 
j^tfid  Stales.  He  iailuded  to  the  act  of  1794,  by 
■-^vlhich  the  Presiijent  is  authorized,  by  proclama- 
^•tin,  tt!  con  vend  Congress  at  some  other  place 
l^tSan  l\vn  fixed  b*/^  law,  if.  in  his  opinion,  by  reason 
Vt;cf  a  contagious  ijisease.  or  any  other  cause,  Con- 
ligfess  could  not  nieet  at  the  Seat  of  Government 
Vj\sJithout  danger  jto  the  lives  and  healths  of  the 
^  n^embers.  If  thi;^  matter  ha  J  been  exposed  to  any 
jj  df)ubt,  this  law  Mfculd  have  settled  it ;  it  is  a  legis- 
.*^Utive  authority  Upon  the  very  point ;  and  so  far 
^a|e  the  people  o^  the  United   Slates  from  enier- 

5  tyining  the  scrupies  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
yii|ipute.'l  to  them^  that  there  was  a  very  common 
*ejfpectation  in  th^i  part  of  the  Union  Mr.  S.  was 
If  conversant  with.ahat  after  the  late  inroad  of  the 
yeiemy.  and  the  Uestruction  of  the  public  build- 
^irtgs  here,  the  P^'esident  would  by  proclamation 
^hive  convened   Congress  at    some   other   place. 

^He  might  have  sji  done  with  strict  propriety  ;  the 
^f<<ct  which  was  b).'fore  him,  the  catastrophe  which 
Ij^hjid  happened,  wtjuld  have  justified  theconclusion 
^^tljat  we  could  noJt  .sit  here  with  safety  to  the  lives 
f^aid   healths  of  tJie  members ;  the  general  terms 
>    of  the  act  alludi-d  to  seemed  designed  to  meet 
1    sfch  a  case  as  had   happened,  and  although  the 
I'Hr^sident  did  nolj  think  proper  to  execute  the  au- 
^  .  lljorily,  yet  the  ir.;vesting  hira  with  it  was  decisive 
j:  o(the  right  to  rejnove  for  sufficient  reasons.    But. 
5:^r.  S.  said,  he  jvould  go  further,  submit  with 
I;  confidence  to  thejCommitlee  that  the  two  Houses 
|::0>  Congress,  witliout  the  assent  of  the  President, 
I   n^ght  by  a  joint-  resolution  remove  themselves 
X'^<^  this  session,  apd  this  would  of  course  produce 
f-  ajremovai  of  the -Government,  and  all  its  depart- 
;  "FQts.     Mr.  S.  r^jlied  on  the  fifth  section  ot  the 
f  Constitution    to  ,)rove   his  position.     It  is  there 
?•  provided,  '•that  rfeiiher  House  shall,  without  the 
:  ,c<|nsent  ot"  the  otl^er.  adjourn  for  more  than  three 
Vdiys,  nor  to  any  (>ther  place  than   that  in  which 
.;:t/l|etwo  Houses  sball  be  sitting."     This  provision 
J.nft    only    prohibits    unseasonable    adjournments 
f^ai^d  separations,  but  expressly  admits  and  regu- 
Jjla^es  the  general- power  of  removal;  and.  (if  a 
; 'grant  of  V)ower     vas   in   such  a   case  necessary, 
^ttough  h*  thougljt  it  was  not,)  by  necessary  im- 
•.^p{|caiion.  it  invests  in  the  two  Houses  a  rigiit  by 
f  yo^nt  voteito  adjourn  to  any  other  place ;  and  yet 
»jtb4.s   is    thie   very!  power   of   temporary   removal 
y  wjiich  seems  now  to  be  called  in  question.     Mr. 

6  S.'said  (hat  he  felt  that  he  had  troubled  the  Com- 
^.mytee  already  too  lon^  upon  this  part  of  thesub- 
jj-je(jt;  be  should,  therefore,  leave  the  question  of 


suasion  that  no  member  of  the  Committee  enter- 
tained a  doubt  about  it. 

Tne  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
had  expressly  denied  the  Constitutional  right  of 
Congress  topass  an  act  for  the  permanent  removal 
of  the  Government — and  he  had  warned  the  com- 
mittee, and  particularly  his  political  friend:",  not 
to  break  the  Constitution  of  their  country  nor  to 
disregard  the  sanctity  of  contracts  by  adopiin<T  a 
measure  which  however  disguised  under  the  mask 
of  a  temporary  removal  had  for  its  real  object  a 
final  change  of  the  Seat  of  Government.     Mr.  S. 
said  that  it  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  this 
course  of  reasoning  to  say  that  the  question   of 
final  removal  was  not  now  before  us.     All  that  we 
were  now  prepared  to  act  on — all  that  we  should 
determine  by  negativing  the  proposed  amendment 
would  be,  that  it  was  expedient  lo  remove  for  this 
session  or  during  the  war  to  a  place  of  more  safety 
and  convenience  than  this  District  afforded  in  its 
present  circumstances.     We  might  hereafter  take 
up  and   determine  the  other  great    point — or  we 
might  leave   it  to  our  successors,  who,  coming 
from  the  people  after  this  discussion,  would  be 
the  better  able  to  express  the  public  sentiment. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  it  best  to  follow  the 
gentleman  over  this  ground.     It  was  due  to  our- 
selves to  examine  the  pretensions  set  up  that  we 
might  be  freed  from  the  imputations  thrown  out — 
it  was  due  tothe  citizensof  the  District  todiisipate 
the  delusion  under  which  they  appeared  to  be, 
and  which  the  gentleman's  very  able  argument 
would  tend  to  confirm  if  it  remained  unanswered. 
That  argument  might  be  thus  concentrated.     A 
permanent  Seat  of  Government,  says  the  gentle- 
man^ is  required  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     By  that  instrument  a  power  is  given 
to  Congress  to  fix  upon  a  permanent  seat.     Con- 
gress have  appointed  the  place  where  this  perma- 
nent seat  shall  be.     The  power  is  executed— the 
seat  is  finally  located,  and  cannot  be  altered  by 
law.     This  is  the  marrow  of  the  gentleman's  rea- 
soning— but  unfortunately  it  is  entirely  destitute 
of  foundation  from  first  to  last.     The  gentleman 
sat  out  wrong  and  ended    wrong— his  premises 
have  no  existence,  and  consequently  the  conclu- 
sion  he  drew  must  be   unsound.     A  permanent 
Seat  of  Government  is  not  required  by  the  Con- 
stitution ;  the  Constitution  vests  no  express  power 
in  Congress  to  appoint  a  permanent  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment; and  Congress,  by  passing  an  act  fixing 
the  Seat  of  Government  at  this  place,  have  exe- 
cuted no  such  special  authority  as  the  genilemaa 
contemplates.     The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  penned  with  great  pre- 
cision ;  the  great  men  whose  work  it  was,  did  not 
leave  express  grants  of  power  to  be  deduced  from 
obscure  sentences  by  a  course  of  subtle  reasoning  : 
it  It  had  tteen  their  intenlion  to  guard  a  Seat  of 
Government  by  the  ramparts  of  the  Constitution, 
to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  legislative  arm  ; 
if  they  had  meant  to  impart  to  it  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  irremoveability,  It  would  have  been  done 
by  the  use  of  clear,  unambiguous  expressions;  it 
would  not  bare  been  left  to  be  extracted  from  the 
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section   on    which  the  gentleman   relied ;  some 
such  provision   as   this  would   have   been   intro- 
duced— Congress  shall  have  power  by  law  to  ap- 
point a  place  for  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  which  shall  not  be 
changed,  nor  shall   the  law  fixing  the   same   be 
liable  to  be  repealed  by  a  future  Congress.     This 
or  some  article  of  similar  import  would  have  been 
ingrafted    in  the  Constitution,  if  the  Convention 
had  intended  to  do  what  the  gentlemen  says  tbey 
have  done;  but  there  is  no  such  provision;  the 
only  article  having  any   relation   to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  the  only  Constitutional    provision 
which  the  gentleman  could  press  into  his  service, 
is  that  part  of  the  8th  section  which  ordains  that 
"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  exercise  exclusive 
'  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever  over  such  dis- 
*  trict,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  as  may  by 
'  cession  of  particular  States  and  the  acceptance 
'  of  Congress  become  the  Seat  of  the  Government 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  autiior- 
'  ity  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of 
'  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  in  which  the  same 
'  shall   be,  for   the  erection   of  forts,  magazines, 
'  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings."     This 
is  the  teciion  upon  which  the  gentleman  relies — 
and  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  leave  it  to  his  candor 
whether  it  was  not  perfectly  manifest,  on  the  bare 
reading  of  it,  that  it  was  not  intended   to  impart 
any  principle  of  irremoveability  to  the   Seat  of 
Government,  but  simply  and  singly  to  secure  to 
Congress  the  right  of  governing  each  and  every 
place  where  the  Seatol  Government  might  be.and 
where  the  public   money  might  be  expended  in 
works  of  defence — to  his   mind    it    was  perfectly 
clear  that  this  was  the  sound  interpretation  of  the 
section.     Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  power  of  exclusive 
legislation  over  the  Seat  of  Government  was  im- 
portant and  necessary  to  the  dignity  and  even  to 
the  safety  of  the  National  Legislature.     It  could 
be  derived  from  no  other  source  than  that  of  ex- 
press grant  from  the  people  ;  it  is  granted  in  clear 
and  precise   terms.     In   addition   to   the  evident 
sense  and  meaning  of  the  language  made  use  of — 
the  other  ()laces  besides  the  Seat  of  Government, 
over  which  the  same  section  extends  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress  must  convince  every  one 
open  to  conviction,  that  the  object  was  not  to  se- 
cure the  permanency  of  the  Seat  of  Government 
at  one  place,  but  merely  the   right  ol  governing 
the  people  at  any  place;  for  the  same  provision 
in  tlie  same  terras  is  applied  to  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,  and  dock  yards;   hence  it  would  follow, 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  was  right,  that  a  fort, 
a  magazine,  an  arsenal,  or  a  dock  yard  once  es- 
tablished could  never  be  removed  to  a  better  site, 
or  be  abandoned  without  a  breach  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  of  the  public  faith.     The  article  then 
upon  which  the  gentleman  relies,  has  no  bearing 
on  the  question  ;  it  was  designed  lo  perform  ano- 
ther  office;  to  effect  another   purpose,  which  a 
has  fully  and  effectully  done.     But,  Mr.  S.  admit- 
ted that  Congress  have  unquestionably  the  right 
lo  fix  the  Seal  of  Government — it  might  then  be 
demanded  of  him  how  a  possessed  ihat  power  if 
not   by  Consiiiuiional   grant.     The  answer,  he 


said,  waj  plain,  the  right  was  not  derived  from 
express  grant,  but  was  necessarily  annexed  tothe 
Government  immediately  on  its  creation,  by  force 
of  general  principles  inherent  and  essential  to  the 
legislative  power.  From  these  principles  it  in- 
evitably resulted  that  every  legislative  power  pos- 
sessed a  right  to  locate  itself,  to  prescribe  and  reg- 
ulate lis  limes  and  places  of  sitting  at  its  will  and 
pleasure,  unless  restrained  by  the  Constitutional 
instrument — hence  it  was  not  necessary  to  confer 
such  powers  by  express  grant.  Therefore  it  is 
that  there  is  no  express  grant,  and  it  will  appear 
upon  examination  that  these  powers  are  never 
referred  to  in  the  Constitution,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  limiting  the  general  power.  The  right  then 
is  inherent;  it  must  be  possessed  by  every  legis-la- 
tive  body  ;  not  by  a  grant  of  express  power  lo 
determine  times  and  places  of  sitting,  but  by  the 
general  grant  of  legislative  power ;  such  a  power 
must  be  subservient  to  and  be  regulated  by  the 
legislative  will,  lo  be  expressed  in  the  ordinary 
way.  by  vote  or  statute.  This  vote  or  statute 
being  nothing  but  the  exercise  of  a  common  le- 
gislative sanction,  was  subject  to  be  modified, 
altered,  or  repealed,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  case,  then,  said  Mr.  S.  stands  thus: 
the  Constitution  does  not  fix  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment. It  does  not  even  direct  Congress  to  fix  it — 
it  merely  secures  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress 
over  it.  It  leaves  the  Legislature,  in  virtue  of 
inherent  powers,  to  determine  the  place.  It  has 
done  so  by  common  legislative  act  or  statute. 
This  act  may  be  repealed  or  altered,  because  it  is 
not  the  act  of  the  people  sitting  in  convention, 
but  of  the  Legislature — a  statute  has  appointed 
the  place — a  statute  may  change  it.  The  Seat  of 
Government  has  no  Constitutional  guard  to  keep 
It  stationary;  it  must  rely  on  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  the  legislative  will.  And,  Mr.  S.  added, 
that  this  was  the  only  true  and  safe  ground  upon 
which  It  could  have  been  left.  The  Convention 
had  acted  wisely  in  leaving  it  where  it  was.  The 
people  never  would  have  consented  to  any  other 
arrangement,  and  those  concerned  had  sufficient 
security  that  their  rights  would  be  properly  re- 
spected. Mr.  S.  said  he  would  submit  it  to  the 
liberality  of  gentlemen  to  say  whether  a  country 
circumstanceti  as  this  was  when  the  Constitution 
was  formed,  paying  a  just  regard  to  its  rights  and 
prosperity,  could  have  delegated  to  Congress  such 
a  power  as  is  contended  for  by  the  honorable 
member  from  North  Carolina.  A  power  to  fix 
the  Seat  of  Government — for  centuries — forever. 
Who  can  believe  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  have  vested  ^nch  a  power  in  the 
Congress  of  1789?  Our  country  was  then  just 
emerging  from  the  dangers  and  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  war  of  the  Revolution — our  resources 
were  not  ascertained — our  strength  had  scarcely 
began  to  develope  itself.  The  imbecility  of  the 
old  Confederation  had  reduced  us  to  a  state  of 
almost  convulsive  despair.  A  great  crisis  had 
arrived — it  produced  the  Constitution.  What 
candid  man  can  believe  that  such  a  power,  at 
s-jch  a  time,  would  have  been  vested  in  any  Con- 
gress ?     A  power  to  fix  a  permanent  Seat  of  Got- 
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e|nrr^<?nt,  without  regard  to  the  alterations,  im- 
p«ov(imcDti:,revoluuynj,  and  changes  which  would 
cjaulally  be  produced  by  a  fjood  Government,  an 
i^crefising  papulation,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
vf  St  iegions  pf  the  Western  country.     To  estab- 
liiti  ^  Seal   vf  Government   independent  of  the 
Ilalifcnal    Legislature,  where    by  force  of  law  it 
Mjias'lremaiD-  in  spit^f  of  the  most  weighty  reasons 
c^  pilblic  interest  an<i  convenience.     No,  sir.  said 
l^r.  ^  ,  the  enlightened  people  of  the  United  Stales 
Wouii  have  conferred  no  such  powers  on  a  single 
(|[Qn*ress — if  such  a  provision  had  been  presented 
I*  tljem  they  wouldhave  rejected  it.     They  left 
tBJs  tmportant  concra  where  it  might  safely  be 
(Kpo)iied,  not  in  the'Congress — but  in  every  Con- 
gtes:^     The  citizens  interested  in  a  particular  spot 
raid  i^il  reasobable  security  that  their  rights  would 
w  pij)perly  respectei|.    It  could  never  be  presumed 
tMat  jlie  Legislature,  would  remove  without  solid 
rwisv.  ns.     The  loss  of  dignity — the  trouble  and 
«»pC3se   incurred    by   a   Government  often   "on 
%  le^ls" — the  money  expended  in  public  buildings 
aMd  :raproveraeots— the  influence  of  those  resid- 
'Aji  ^  '^^  Seat  of  Government,  were  all  so  many 
sfecujities   against   l^sty   or   injurious   removals, 
f'^r^ould  hP  believe  that  a  bill  would  ever  pass 
a^l;  tfie  brancjies  of  the  Legislature  to  sanction  a 
CjBange  unleas  it  wai«  bottomed  on  strong  and  pal- 
mbl^  reasoni.     Mr.  3-  i>aid  that  the  train  of  argu- 
tffleni  which  j^e  had  pursued  furnished  a  conclu- 
sye  answer  to  all  the  cases  put  by  the  gentleman 
f^t>ra-.NortU  Carolina,  particularly  to  the  case  of 
ie  v'epeal  o<»  the  statute  establishing  the  Circuit 
feou\[ts  of  rhe  United  Stales.     Tiie  rights  of  the 
jidg^s  were  Constitutional,  they  were  founded  on 
t»*  ejxpress  grants  of  that  instrument,  which  or- 
'jnfd  that  ^hey  should  hold  their  oflices  during 
iod.  behavujur,  and  that  their  salaries  should  not 
d(|miaisheil ;  the  objection  to  the  repealing  act 
is,|ihai  it  fras  a  mean  of  depriving  them  at  once 
*^bojth  office  and  salary,  which  could  not  be  le- 
Vlly?  done  either  openly  or  covertly.     In  the  case 
;(otte  us  he -had  shywn  that  there  was  no  such 
ti)nituutioojil  grani,  and    therefore  there  could 
^ai  no  Coc^titutioibal  obstacle. 
j;M  .  S.  saij  that  tf^e  tionorable  gentleman  from 
l;^rili  Carolina  had   relied  much  upon  the  word 
'^yn^nent,  which   lie  had   found   in  the  acts  of 
J^niress  and  of  cession,  and   had   from   it  con- 
tf  jd«d,  that  it  was  the  manifest  sense  of  Congress 
aW  ^f  the  Slates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  that 
t|Y  |)islrict  being  ceded  and  accepted.  mu>t  al- 
\|iy«  remait^  the  Si-at  of  Government.     He  ob- 
s^.^Tld  that  *iot  mu«:h  reliance  was  to  be  placed 
i|,!oi^  an  argument  Jerived  from  a  syllable  or  a 
^if  r  *  in  a  btaiute,  unless  its  meaning  harmonized 
i^jtly  the  corrtext  and  the  manifest  intent  of  the 
■tijik^-rs ;  that  the  word  permanent  was  not  to  be 
l^in^  in  ihe  CoostitMtion.     That  instrument  only 
l^jk*  of  the  Seat  of  Government,  and  therefore 
ijitfiad  beeb  introd-'uced  into  the  laws  with  de- 
sfoniito  aliei,  enlarge,  or  restrain   the   Constitu- 
ty|n^  provision,  it  would  be  inoperative  and  use- 
It*,  j  A  statuJe  coul(i  not  run  counter  to  theCon- 
')u»ion  —  :tfould  neither  restrain  nor  enlarge  its 
I...  .,•  jjjg  expreiaioa  was  introduced  with 
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any  such  intent  it  was  Tain  and  nagatory.     Bat 
Mr.  S.  was  satisfied  that  this  was  not  the  case; 
and  that  the  word  permanent  was  introduced  for 
another  and  very  difl"erent  purpose.     It  would  be 
recollected  by  every  member  that  the  same  act 
which  fixed   the  Seal  of  Government   here  after 
the  lapse  of  ten  years,  established  it  at  Philadel- 
phia during  that  period;  hence  Philadelphia  was 
the  temporary,  this  the   permanent  Seal   of  the 
Government.     The   word   permanent   was   evi- 
dently made  use  ol  to  distinguish    the   proposed 
residence  here  from  the  temporary  abode  in  Phil- 
adelphia.    Indeed,  the  word  itself  when  applied 
to  statutory  provisions  meant  nothing  more  than 
that  there  was  no   limitation  of  time  annexed. 
As  to  the  acts  of  cession,  in  his  opinion  they  had 
no  bearing  on  the  questiun.     The  cession  is  re- 
quired  by  the  Constitution,  and   coald  only   be 
made  or  received  for  the  purposes  contemplated 
by  the  Constitution.     These  were  to  enable  Con- 
gress to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  District  as 
long  as  it  remained  the  Seat  of  Government  ;  and 
if  they  went  further  (which  was  not  the  case) 
they  were  so  far  void  and  nugatory.     They  could 
impart  no  principle  of  irremoveabilily  not  found 
in  the  Constitution  itself.     Nor  did  the  makers  of 
these  statutes  intend  that  they  should.     The  op- 
eration of  the  acts  of  cession  was  merely  to  sur- 
render  the  jurisdiction   to    Congress    while    the 
Seat  of  Government  remained.     The  removal  of 
Congress  would  not  injure  the  political  rights  or 
liberties  of  the  inhabitants.     While  the  law  re- 
mained unrepealed,  they  would  be  governed  by 
Congress;  a  final  removal   would  put  an  end  to 
the  whole  fabric,  and  they  would  revert  to  their 
ancient  allegiance,  which  the  two  States  would 
not   fail    to   claim.     For    these    reasons    Mr.    S. 
thought  that  there  existed  no  Constitutional  im- 
pediment to  a  removal,  much  less  uas  there  any 
breach  of  contract  or  public  faiih  in  leaving  the 
place,  if  the  public  interest  required  it.    Congress 
possessed   no   power  to  contract,  and  never  had 
contracted,  that  the  Seat  of  Government  should 
remain  here.     It  is  true,  said  he,  that  they  fixed 
it  here  with  a  bona  fide  intent  that  it  should  re- 
main  here,   believing   then,  that  under  existing 
circumstances,  it  was  the  most  fit  and  convenient 
place;  but  Congress  did    never  attempt  to,  nor 
could  they,  deprive  their  successors  of  the  inhe- 
rent  right   of   removal    when    the   public    good 
should  require  it.     Mr.  S.  said  that  he  hoped  he 
had  established  the  right  of  Congress  to  remove 
the  Seat  of  Government,  either  for  a  season  or 
finally.     For  one   he  would    never  give   up  his 
right,  nor  bear  it   denied   without  entering  his 
protest  against  it;  but  although  he  claimed  the 
right  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  the  subject,  yet 
he  acknowledged  that  it  was  a  subject  of  great 
importance  as  it  regarded  the  public  and  the  citi- 
zens concerned.     It   behooved   Congress,  for   its 
own  dignity,  not  to  be  capricious  as  to  the  place 
of  Its  location,  and  to  take  care  not  wantonly  to 
sport  with  the  feelings  and  interests  of  ihe  inhab- 
itants.    He  would  never  consent  to  exercise  the 
right  on  light  or  trivial  grounds.     When  he  did 
exercise  it,  he  would  endeavor   to  do  it  with  a 
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sacred  regard  to  the  principles  of  justice,  so  that 
no  man  should  be  the  loser  by  it.  He  would 
make  compensation  where  compensation  was 
due.  As  to  the  subject  of  compensation,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  thought  it  not  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee; yet  he  would  say  that  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  made  to  many  of  the  citizens  in  ca>e 
of  a  final  removal,  but  not  to  all.  He  would  go 
on  the  principle  of  preventing  actual  loss,  not 
that  of  securing  gain.  The  great  landholder  who 
had  converted  barren  land  into  city  lots,  and 
made  a  fortune  out  of  his  sales,  was  not  to  be 
compensated  because  he  was  prevented  from 
making  more.  The  speculator,  loo,  must  abide 
by  his  loss.  The  Government  minion  was  not 
to  be  paid  for  being  torn  from  his  hold  ;  it  was  a 
more  humble  and  more  meritorious  class  of  citi- 
zens to  whom  he  would  extend  compensation  ; 
to  the  men  of  moderate  means;  to  the  poor  of 
the  District,  (if  he  might  call  them  so  without 
offence,)  worthy  men,  who  had  laid  out  their  all 
in  procuring  establishments  which  would  be 
worth  little  if  a  removal  took  place.  These  men 
he  would  compensate,  and  he  would  do  it  on  a 
large  and  liberal  scale.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would 
trouble  the  Committee  no  longer  on  tins  point. 
He  trusted  that  he  had  made  good  his  promise; 
that  he  had  established  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  remove,  to  the  entire  conviction  of  the 
Committee.  He  should  not  revert  to  it  again, 
but  leave  what  he  had  said  to  take  care  of  itself 
But  the  propriety  of  exercising  the  right  of  re- 
moval still  remained  to  be  considered.  Is  it  now 
expedient  to  remove  the  Seat  of  Government  for 
a  season  to  some  other  place  ?  In  this  question. 
Mr.  S.  said  every  citizen  of  the  United  States 
had  an  interest.  It  was  a  great  public  question, 
and  ought  to  be  decided  on  principles  exclusively 
public,  on  a  cool  and  dispassionate  consideration 
of  the  j)ublic  good.  If  the  public  good,  if  the 
interests  of  this  great  and  growing  nation  require 
a  removal  under  existing  circumstances,  we  ought 
to  go.  although  the  people  of  this  District  might 
be  injured.  If  the  public  good  forbids  it,  we 
ought  to  remain  here,  without  any  regard  to  per- 
sonal inconvenience.  He  had  made  up  his  mind 
with  reluctance;  but.  upon  a  view  of  the  whole 
subject,  he  thought  a  temporary  removal  at  least 
w»  essential  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
nation.  He  had  come  to  this  conclusion  on  the 
grounds  that  we  could  not  be  accommodated  here 
in  such  a  manner  as  was  essential  to  the  public 
service,  and  that  the  Government  would  not  be 
in  safety  here  during  the  war,  without  incurring 
an  enormous  expense,  which  the  Treasury  was 
unable  to  pay,  and  to  which  it  ought  not  to  be 
exposed.  As  to  accommodations,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
did  not  mourn  over  our  losses  on  account  of  'soft 
seats."  or  "'splendid  furniture"— no  chair  was  too 
hard,  no  furniture  too  plain  for  him— but  are  the 


to  furnish  a  seat  for  each  member,  when  all  are 
present,  although  every  spot,  up  to  the  fire-places 
and  windows,  isoccupied.  When  Winter  comes 
and  fires  must  be  lighted,  or  if  we  should  have  a 
Summer  session,  (which  appears  inevitable,  if  the 
war  continues,)  he  did  not  believe  that  the  health 
of  the  members  could  be  preserved  in  that  room. 
Some  better  place  of  sitting  must  be  provided. 
Here.  then,  was  no  other  resource  but  in  repair- 
ing the  public  buildin:s— were  gentlemen  pre- 
pared for  this?  Would  they  follow  up  a  vote  to 
remain  here  with  large  appropriations  for  this 
purpose,  exposed  as  we  should  be  during  this 
wretched  war  to  other  attacks?  He  believed  not; 
no  gentleman  was  prepared  to  do  this  now  ;  every 
cent  which  ".ve  could  raise  would  be  necessary 
for  more  important  concerns;  concerns  of  vital 
importance,  of  indispensable  necessity,  to  prop 
the  drooping  credit  of  the  nation  ;  to  pay  the  sol- 
dier and  sailor  who  are  fighting  our  battles.  Are 
we  then  to  remain  here  in  our  present  condition 
until  that  peace  which  we  have  wantonly  thrown 
away  j-hall  return?  Are  we  thus  to  expose  our- 
selves because  the  good  people  of  this  District  do 
not  choose  to  part  v/iih  us?  He  hoped  not.  If 
we  removed  to  Philadelphia,  we  were  offered 
accommodations  without  incurring  any  expense, 
and  might  remain  thereuntil  this  place,  or  any 
other,  which  the  wisdom  of  Congress  might  se- 
lect, was  prepared  for  our  reception. 

Mr.  S.  .»^aid  that  he  would  dwell  no  longer 
upon  this  point;  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge 
that  it  was  the  other  consideration  he  had  al- 
luded to  which  most  influenced  him;  it  was  the 
enormous  expense  which  would  be  incurred  in 
defending  the  Government  at  this  place.  He 
was  very  doubtful  whether  we  could  be  defended 
at  all  by  the  description  of  force  we  could  com- 
mand— a  militia  force,  to  be  collected  principally 
from  the  neighboring  State>  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia.  He  had  little  reliance  on  the  efficacy 
of  such  a  defence  ;  it  had  once  been  tried,  and 
failed,  so  completely  and  radically  as  to  involve 
the  nation  in  disgrace.  The  force,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, was  of  as  good  a  character  as  any  that 
could  be  procured  now.  and,  being  under  the  same 
direction,  he  could  see  no  security  against  the 
repetition  of  the  same  disgraceful  scene.  This 
District,  he  said,  was  most  assailable  ;  it  might 
be  approached  by  water  at  different  points  within 
a  few  hours'  march.  A  small  addition  of  force, 
a  small  variation  of  plan,  would  enable  an  enter- 
prising and  disciplined  foe  to  repeat  his  triumph. 
The  presence  of  Congress  here  would  be  the  only 
inducement  for  the  enemy  again  to  attack  the 
place,  and  he  thought  it  a  very  slrong"induce- 
ment.  It  was  evident  that  the  war  on  the  coast 
was,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  merely  predatory, 
intended  not  so  much  to  attain  objects  important 
in  a  military  point  of  view  as  to  harass  the 
accommodations  reasonable?  Such  as  would  Government,  and  expose  it  to  much  trouble,  and 
secure  the  health  of  the  members,  and  enable  1  expense,  and  mortification.  The  dispersion  or 
them  to  do  the  public  business  with  propriety  and  !  capture  of  ihe  members  of  Congress,  now  assem- 
to  advantage?  He  thought  that  they  were  not.  ,  bled,  would  gratify  the  pride  and  resentment  of 
In  regard  to  ourselves,  said  Mr.  S..  here  we  are  |  the  English  nation  more  tiian  any  other  opera- 
io  the  Patent  Office ;  in  a  room  not  large  enough  I  tion  their  army  on  the  coast  could  perform.  He 
13lh  Con.  3d  Sess.— 12 
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SjoVDght  that  therd  was  a  great  'probability  that 
fhe^enemy  would  make  the  attempt ;  they  were 
|er.in  the  neighbc^rhood,  evidently  waiting  the 
trrifval  of  reinforcements.  To  his  mind,  there 
[oi^d  be  pr'?i>entedno  more  unfit  or  disgraceful  a 
"iti^iion  to  which;  the  enemy  could  expose  us, 
Gl^\  to  oblige  the' National  Legislature,  whose 
^.elfberaiiotjs  siioujd  be  removed  from  the  din  of 
^*ri,*s,  to  be  witnesieb  of  a  battle  fought  in  their 
5»el^hborho>jd,  upcfi  which  their  safety  depended. 
mf  Ijnsucceiisful,  (Jind  we  had  no  great  reason 
•-)  expect  success,);ihe  members  might  be  made 
r-rijoners.  or  owe  ijieir  safety  to  flight;  their  pa- 
^ri  lost,  i|.emselv»;s  held  up  as  objects  of  scorn 
gp  (Jhe  foe,  And  of  *;ontempt  to  their  own  people. 
Spul  if  he  should -admit  that  the  Government 
P'oi|ld  be  defended  piere,  yet  the  expense  would  be 
v»n(|rmous.  Some)days  ago,  the  honorable  chair- 
j^iafi  of  the  Militaiy  Committee  had  informed  us 
Viaii  It  was  the  inti'ntion  of  the  War  Department 
j^  |eep  up  a  dispo.'jable  force  of  twenty-one  thou- 
it:|d  militia  for  thfi  defence  of  the  District;  and, 
>n<:e,  it  had  been  intimated  from  the  same  quar- 
ler^that  i'.  was  to  Be  increased  to  thirty  thou-sand. 
'^ncjjuding  pay  of:officers,  waste,  the  wear  and 
%ea^  of  such  an  expensive  description  of  troops. 
Sh<j  expense  of  each  man  would  not  be  less  than 
«in^  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day.  Twenty  thou- 
^ai|d  men  would  cost  thirty  thousand  dollars  a 
«at,  or  ten  milliotjs  nine  hundred  and  fifty  ihou- 
t^afid  dollars  a  year.  Thirty  thousand  men  would 
^ecfuire  forty-five  "thousand  dollars  a  day,  or  six- 
^e«i|n  millions  fourthundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
*>a|d  dollars  a  yeaj.  He  considered  this  calcula- 
^ic4i  as  mo  lerate,  a|nd  he  asked  if  such  an  expense 
■#o|ld  be  t-ndured  j  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  be 
;-fn|ured  ;  no,  not  for  a  month,  a  week,  or  a  day. 
*.>riJe  country  could  not  sustain  it;  the  people 
5avjuld  never  subijjiit  to  it;  they  could  not,  and 
IV'^iJld  not,  defend  jhis  District  at  such  a  cost.  It 
^»M  been  asserted  1  that  the  same  force  would  be 
yre<»uired.  and  the;same  expense  incurred,  if  the 

f^vernnieat  removed;  fur  that  this  place  and 
iltimore  must  |e  defended.  Mr.  S.  observed, 
fthit  the  destructioii  of  the  public  buildings,  of  the 
f^i^vy  yard,  and  the  public  property  here,  had 
jjia|en  away  every  inducement  to  attack  the  place. 
'px^epl  dispersing:  the  Government.  It  seemed 
-"^htrefore  to  follojiv,  that,  if  the  Government  re- 
;^^fved,  little  or  po  force  need  be  kept  on  foot 
ipife.  And,  with  respect  to  Baltimore,  no  one 
;-^o^ld  believe  thajt  the  United  Slates  meant  to 
Jpr  )vide  twenty  oi;  thirty  thousand  men  and  keep 
,^h'm  in  .«ervice  t(^  defend  that  city.  The  Balti- 
,.%n  )re  troops  werejnumerous  and  respectable,  and 
r5wjuld  require  little  aid.  except  when  particularly 
i^bj-eatened,  and  (he  necessary  aid  would  soon 
^e  received  from  tlje  adjoiningcountryand  Slates; 
•ith^t  Is  \o  say,  as  many  raililia  as  would  answer 
riy  valuable  purpose.  He  had  no  opinion  of 
^>ping  large  bodies  of  miliiia  in  camp,  they  be- 
ce.ne  homesick,  and  on  a  retreat  would  never 
'  t.jp  until  they  goj  home.  It  was  true  that  the 
»e|)ple  of  the  District  were  entitled  to  protection  ; 
lu^  they  a:ust  be  contented  with  the  same  kind 
'of  defence  as  wap  afforded  to  their  fellow-citi- 


zens elsewhere.  But  he  would  ask,  what  other 
spot  of  the  same  dimensions  and  population  had 
such  a  defence  as  was  calculated  upon  here  ? 
He  was  satisfied,  for  himself,  that  this  great  force 
this  heavy  expense,  would  net  be  required  if  the 
Government  should  remove.  It  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  be  saved  to  the  Treasury  and  the 
people.  The  times,  he  said,  called  for  rigid 
economy  in  every  department.  The  people  would 
soon  be  taxed  for  almost  everything  which  they 
wore  or  ate;  almost  for  the  air  they  breathe.  It 
could  not  be  expected  that  they  would,  under 
present  circumstances,  be  willing  to  see  their 
money  thus  squandered  only  to  gratify  the  false 
pride  of  making  laws  among  ruins.  For  his  part 
he  thought  it  unjust,  and  would  never  assent  to 
it.  Mr.  S.  said  that,  before  he  sat  down,  he  would 
declare  that  he  had  no  covert  intention  ;  that  he 
meant  to  go  no  further  than  he  had  expressed. 
He  had  fonupd  and  would  deliver  no  opinion  as 
to  the  permanent  removal ;  that  was  a  great  na- 
tional question  ;  it  might  be  safely  confided  to  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  a  future  Congress.  The 
people  of  this  District,  he  thought,  had  great 
claims  and  great  advantages;  the  inducements  to 
return  here  would  be  strong;  nothing  but  a  con- 
viction that,  upon  great  principles,  the  good  of 
the  nation  required  a  removal,  could  prevent  the 
return  of  the  Government.  There  exists  a  stat- 
ute, having  no  limitation,  fixing  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment here :  this  must  be  repealed,  or  the  Gov- 
ernment must  return.  There  is  in  the  District  a 
real  estate  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  con- 
siderable value.  The  inhabitants  have  many 
claims  upon  the  justiceof  the  Government  which 
will  not  be  overlooked.  They  have  also  the 
zealous  support  of  a  great  interest  from  the  South- 
ern Slates.  The  probability  is.  that  a  majority 
will  never  agree  upon  any  other  place.  He 
therefore  thought  that  they  had  magnified  the 
danger  they  were  in.  If  the  removal  was  tem- 
porary the  evil  would  be  temporary,  and  must 
be  set  down  to  the  account  o/" /Ai*  war.  If  it 
was  final,  compensation  would  be  made  in  all 
eases  in  which  it  was  due.  On  the  whole,  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  and  Mr.  Fi8k.  of  New  York, 
spoke  in  favor  of  removal,  and  Mr.  MAcoNf  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Fusk.  of  Vermont,  and 
Mr.  Rhla,  of  Tennessee,  against  it. 

Mr.  Pearson,  of  North  Carolina,  had  yesterday 
made  a  motion  to  amend  the  above  resolve  by 
striking  out  the  word  'expedient"  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  "inexpedient." 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative  by  the  following  vote:  For  the 
amendment  67,  and  against  it  70. 

The  Committee  then   rose,  and  reported  pro- 


gress. 


Thcrsday,  October  G. 
Another  member,   to  wit:    from  New  York, 
Zebllo.v   R.  Shipherd,  appeared,  and  took  bis 
seal. 
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KEMOVALOFTHE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  declaring  it  expedient  at  this  time  to 
remove  from  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Pearson  addressed  the  House  as  follows — 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  very  much  fear  the  House  will 
be  ill  requited  for  their  indulgence  in  acceding 
to  an  adjournment  yesterday  at  my  instance. 
This  apprehension  is  heightened  by  the  circum- 
stance, that  It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  enter  the 
lists  with  an  adversary  so  powerful,  eo  justly  dis- 
tinguished, as  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton.)  The  odds  are,  indeed, 
awful.  My  reliance  is  in  the  justice  of  my  cause, 
and  the  candid  and  liberal  judgments  of  those 
who  hear  me.  I  must,  however,  be  permitted  to 
say.  that  the  argument  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey,  (whom  I  have  so  often 
heard  with  conviction  and  delight  when  engaged 
in  a  better  cause,)  has  tended  to  confirm  rather 
than  disturb  the  opinions  I  entertain  on  the  ques- 
tion submitted  for  our  decision. 

The  insulated  proposition  before  us  is.  whether 
it  be  expedient  or  inexpedient  for  Congress  to 
remove  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government  from 
its  present  abode  to  some  other  place  for  a  limited 
time.  The  specious  garb  which  envelopes  this 
proposition  hides  from  the  superficial  eye  much 
of  Its  real  deformity.  It  is  our  right  and  our  duty 
to  strip  it  and  analyze  it  with  that  accuracy  due 
to  its  importance — with  that  care  which  is  de- 
manded by  a  sacred  regard  for  the  national  faith, 
the  national  interest,  and  above  all  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  union  of  these  States. 

Perhaps  few  articles  in  our  Constitution  hare 
marked  more  fully  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of 
those  illustrious  men  who  framed  that  charter  of 
liberty,  than  the  provision  in  the  Slh  section  of 
the  1st  article,  which  says,  "Congress  shall  exer- 

*  cise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatso- 
'  ever,  over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles 

*  square)  as  may.  by  cession  of  particular  States 
'  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  Seat 

•  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  &c. 

The  policy  of  this  power  in  Congress  is  as 
manifest  as  the  freedom  and  independence  of  its 
sessions,  its  members  and  deliberations  are  essen- 
tial. That  this  sentiment  may  not  rest  on  my 
authority  alone,  I  beg  leave  to  enforce  it  by  an 
authority  which  will  not  be  disregarded  by  gen- 
tlemen on  this  side  of  the  House,  with  whom  in 
general  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  think  and  to 
act,  but  many  of  whom  I  regret  to  find  on  this 
occasion  embodied  against  me.  The  authority 
alluded  to,  is  that  excellent  exposition  of  the  Con- 
stitution entitled  Tfit  Federalist.  This  authoritv 
will  not  be  objected  to  by  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  when  they  are  informed  that  the  extract 
I  am  about  to  read  is  the  production  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate. 

In  considering  the  section  of  the  Constitution 
to  which  I  have  referred,  this  author  says:  ''The 
'  indispensable  necessity  of  complete  authority  at 

•  the  Seat  of  Government,  carries  its  own  evidence 
'  with  it.  It  is  a  power  exercised  by  every  Leo'is- 
'  lalure  m  the  Union,  I  might  say  of  the  wo'rld, 


'  by  virtue  of  its  general  supremacy.    Without  it, 

•  not  only  the  public  authority  might  be  insulted, 
'  and  its  proceedings  be  interrupted  with  impu- 
'  nity,  but  a  dependence  of  the  members  of  the 
'  General  Government  on  the  State  comprehend- 
'  ing  the  Seat  of  the  Government  for  protection 
'  in  the  exercise  of  its  duty,  might  bring  on  the 
'  National  Councils  an  imputation  of  awe  or  in- 
'  fluence,  equally  dishonorable  to  the  Government 
'  and  dissatisfactory  to  the  other  members  of  the 
'  Confederacy." 

For  those  reasons,  and  many  other  considera- 
tions which  will  suggest  themselves  to  every  re- 
flecting man,  Congress  were  vested  with  the 
power,  and  it  became  their  duty,  to  establish  the 
Seat  of  the  General  Government  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  This  power  has 
been  exercised,  this  duty  has  been  performed. 
The  subject  demanded  and  received  the  attention 
due  to  its  importance  by  the  first  Congress  which 
assembled  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 
Many  of  the  members  of  the  first  Congress  had 
also  been  members  of  the  Convention,  and  may 
well  be  presumed  to  have  best  understood  the 
powers  given  and  duties  enjoined  by  that  sacred 
instrument  which  they  had  contributed  to  form. 
It  would  be  little  less  than  impious  to  accuse 
them  of  violating  their  own  act ;  it  would  be  the 
extreme  of  presumption  to  charge  them  with 
ignorance  as  to  the  limitation  of  powers  which 
they  themselves  had  prescribed. 

By  reference  to  the  Congressional  Register  of 
1789,  it  will  be  found  that  the  first  Congress  bad 
scarcely    assembled    before   their    attention    was 

f>eculiarly  directed  to  the  important  subject  of 
ccating  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  Consti- 
tution. Those  friends  of  union  well  knew  the 
necessity  of  this  power,  and  its  inevitable  tendency 
to  bind  faster  and  faster  the  members  of  this  po- 
litical association,  some  of  whom  were  but  feebly 
knit  together,  and  the  cement  of  the  whole  yet 
soft  and  infirm.  Every  effort  was  therefore  essen- 
tial to  give  a  heart  to  this  body,  from  which  its 
several  members  would  derive  supf)ort,  strength, 
and  confidence.  This  great  object  was  to  be 
effected  by  embracing  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
establish  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment on  principles  of  justice  and  equality; 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  extent,  population, 
and  convenience  of  all  the  States;  regarding,  at 
the  same  time,  the  progressive  increase  of  our 
Western  settlements,  the  Atlantic  navigation,  and 
a  convenient  intercourse  with  the  Western  coun- 
try. Upon  these  principles,  it  was  resolved  by 
the  fir^t  Congress  to  fix  the  permanent  residence 
of  the  Government. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  House  that,  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks  the  other  day,  I  referred  to 
the  speeches  of  almost  every  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  first  Congress  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  not  one  individual 
member  questioned  the  Constitutional  right  of 
Congress  to  establish  permanently  the  Seat  of  the 
Government.  On  the  contrary,  every  member 
knew  and  admitted  they  were  then  legislating  oa 
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jqiiestion  n=t)t  so  ir^poriaot  to  themselves  at  ihai    payment,  of  the  rery  property  which  had   been 
>o^ient,  bu;  which  was  deemed  vitally  important    surrendered  by  individuals  to  the  United  Slates 

4  he    perpetuity  cf  the  Union,  as  it  would    be  ■       '^ '"»  '<f>»>atir>n»  c-r^,^   tk^   e.»._.   .r  »«       . 
(filing  for  iges  yejto  come.     With   this  under- 

■j^iiimg,  an^  for   tjiis  object,  we   tind    the  word 

ttr-Hj^nent  t'^nphati^aily  used  in  every  resolution, 
|epry  actiin  every  speech,  syllable,  or  letter 
^i>  i|iis  subj(»ct.  It  IS  true,  in  the  discussion  on 
jhisj subject,;  local  jealousies,  local  feelings  and 
ij!lfl|ence  wejre  not  iotaliy  discarded.  They  were 
j.-iatjifested  a-s  to  the  place  which  should  become 
VUe  jentre  of  the  Uuion,  but  entered  not  into  the 
^ejtion  of  ihe  perpetuity  of  the  act  about  to  be 
j^trtyrmed.  The  essence  of  the  act  was  its  per- 
j*»tu4ty,  its  Linding  force  on  future  legislatures,  to 
^t  forever  at  restj  a  question,  the  agitation  of 
liiilh  mighi  in  afttfr  times  awaken  and  give  new 
i^cir  to  passions  and  jealousies,  which  the  adop- 
|j)n|of  the  Constitution  had  hushed,  and  which  it 
fjasjthe  first  dutv  of  wise  legislators  to  keep  in 
|?oljpund  sleep;  because,  if  again  aroused,  they 
ijigfii  shake  the  Uuion  to  its  centre, 
^'lihe  principles  on  which  the  permanent  Seat 
jljtje  General  Govfrnment  should  be  established 
^iiig  recognised  and  admitted  by  all.  the  contest 
wlejy  rested  betwefn  the  rival  pretensions  of  the 
9%n\^s  of  the  Susquthanna  and  those  of  the  Poto- 
|la((.  The  superior  claims  of  the  Potomac  ulti- 
fjaii'ly  prevailed,  apd  Congress  did,  on  the  I5th 
W  J|jly,1790,  and  by  an  amendatory  act  of  March 
jO.  [791,  designate  and  accept  the  present  District 
(^  golumbia  for  "  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  Gov- 
frnr^ient  of  the  United  Slates."  By  the  same 
Jjjdisubsequent  actj.  the  President  was  authorized 
j.'P  e<iter  into  engagt-ments  for  the  acceptance  of 
.ftoc^  quantity  of  la-nd  on  the  east  side  of  the  Po- 
lencjic,  wiihin  the  said  District,  as  he  might  deem 
pxoter  for  the  use  (yf  ihe  United  Slates.  He  was 
^Bptlorized  to  erect'.public  buildings,  and,  through 
■l^ejagency  of  comnpissioners,  to  lay  off  and  desfg- 
*ai*  the  plan  of  this  city,  which  bears  us  name. 
jPoi^this  purpose,  he  was  vested  with  power  to 
yiV^^r  into  contracts  and  stipulations  with  the  pro- 
5Rri<Jiors  of  lands  wjhin  the  limits  of  the  city  for 
^Ji  ibsoluie  transfer  of  their  lands  in  fee  simple, 
»f0rjhe  objects  contemplated,  and  in  consideration 
pi  the  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  permanent 
fjeijl  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
lHy--viriue  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  President, 
twidS  lu  consideration  of  the  objects  specified  in 
^he  several  acts  of  Congress  alluded  to,  the  pro- 
^rifjtors  did  cede  lo  the  United  States  at  least 
Jihrtje-fourihs  of  alt  the  lands  within  the  limits  of 
!iht»ciiy.  and  for  which  no  compensation  was  re- 
pi.ed,  except  for  a  few  acres  on  which  public 

>uitdings  were  erected,  and  some  squares  eiclu- 

ijiv-ly  designed  for  public  purposes.  In  furlher- 
^roce  of  these  objects,  a  great  variety  of  other 
jg^Kjyfers  were  granted  to  the  PrcMdcnt,  the  execu- 
Jtioii  of  which  necessarily  involved  the  interests 
^f  Numerous  individuals,  and  for  the  successful 
|r^c)pletion  of  which  public  faith  could  and  did 
?<<oae   constitute    the    guarantee.      Under    these 


I 


^\^ers,  and  for  the  objects  conlemplated.  large 

:ut)cptions   were   re;;eived.  lots  were  sold,  loans       saiu  ciecus,    otc. 

^eif  obtaioed,  and  pledges  given,  for  their  re- 1      By  the  second  section  of  said  law,  it  is  enacted, 


The  donations  from  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  together  with  the  sale  of  lots, 
which  cost  the  Government  nothing,  amount  to 
more  than  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
public  ground  remaining  unsold,  is  estimated  at 
nearly  one  million  of  dollars.  It  may  be  worthy 
of  remark,  that  soon  after  the  establishment  of 
this  District  as  the  permanent  seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, foreigners  were  authorized  lo  purchase 
and  hold  lands  within  its  limits.  The  ihen  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates,  General  Washington, 
availed  himself  of  this  circumstance,  not  only 
to  raise  funds,  but  also  to  interest  respectable  for- 
eigners and  skilful  artisans  of  all  countries  in 
aid  of  this  new  but  extensive  establishment. 
With  this  view  agents  were  sent  to  Europe  with 
oflScial  certified  copies  of  all  the  laws  and  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  this  subject,  on  the  au- 
thority of  which  artists  were  induced  to  come 
from  various  parts  of  Europe  and  settle  here. 
Large  sales  of  city  lots  were  made  in  different 
countries  of  Europe,  particuUily  Holland  and 
England,  which  property  to  the  amount  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  is  still  held  by  those 
purchasers  or  those  claiming  under  them. 

Two  other  material  parties  to  the  compact  for 
fixing  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  Government 
yet  remain  to  be  heard.  These  are  the  Slates  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  We  need  barely  refer 
to  the  laws  of  those  States  to  learn  the  motives 
and  considerations  which  induced  them  to  sur- 
render their  jurisdiction  not  only  of  soil  but  per- 
sons, to  the  extent  of  ten  miles  square  in  the 
most  important  section  of  their  States.  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment  to 
a  few  of  tlie  provisions  of  an  act  of  Maryland, 
passed  19th  December,  1791,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  Territory  of  Columbia  and  City 
of  Washington."  The  preamble  commences  in 
these  emphatic  terms:  'Whereas  the  President 
'  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  several  acts 
'  of  Congress,  and  acts  of  the  A-serablies  of  Vir- 

•  ginia  and  Maryland,  by  his  proclamation,  dated 

•  at  Georgetown,  on  the  30ih  day  of  March,  1791. 
'  did  declare  and  make  known,  that  the  whole  of 

•  the  territory  of  ten  miles  square,  for  the  per- 
'  manent  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United 
'  States,  shall  be  located,"  <tc.  "And,  whereas 
'Notley  Young,  Daniel  Carroll  of  Duddington, 
'  and  many  others,  proprietors  of  the  greater  part 

•  of  the  land  hereinafter  mentioned,  have  been 
'  laid  out  in  a  city,  came  into  an  agreement,  and 
'  have  conveyed  their  lands  in  trust  to  Thomas 
'  Beall,  son  of  George,  and  John  Mackall  Gantt, 

•  whereby  they  have  subjected  their  lands  to  be 
'  laid  out  as  a  city,  given  up  part  to  the  United 

•  Stales,  and  subjected  other  parts  to  be  sol  J  lo 
'  raise  money  as  a  donation  to  be  employed  ac- 
'  cording  to  ihe  act  of  Congress  for  establishing 
'  the  temporary  and  permanent  Seat  of  theGov- 
'  ernment  of  the  United  States,  under  and  upon 
'  the  terms  and  conditions  contained  in  each  of 
'  said  deeds,-'  &c. 
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"That  all  that  part  of  the  said  Territory  called 
'  Columbia,  which  lies  within  the  limits  of  this 
'  State,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  acknowl- 
'  edged  to  be,  forever  ceded  and  relinquished  to 
'  the  Congress  and  Government  of  the  United 
'  States,  in  full  and  absolute  right  and  exclusive 
'jurisdiction,  as  well  of  soil  as  of  persons  resi- 
'  ding  or  to  reside  thereon,  pursuant  to  the  tenor 
'  and  effect  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
*  cle  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
Ac.  This  law  then  proceeds  to  subject  other 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  city  to  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  those  which  had  been 
transferred  as  before  recited,  and  concludes  by 
making  a  donation  of  $72,000,  to  be  applied  to 
the  erection  of  public  buildings  or  other  improve- 
ments in  the  City  of  Washington  for  the  use  of 
the  Uniied  States.  As  this  subject  was  until 
very  lately  little  understood  by  myself,  and  pos- 
sibly less  so  by  many  members  of  the  House,  I 
have  deemed  it  necessary  to  a  correct  decision, 
and  a  proper  application  of  facts  to  principles,  to 
give  a  general  history  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Seat  of  Government  at  this  place,  that  we  and 
the  nation  should  know  and  reflect  on  the  nu- 
merous obligations  by  which  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment is  bound  to  its  present  spot — obligations 
resting  not  on  fluctuating  notions  of  policy,  but 
flowing  from  the  Constitution,  sanctioned  by  re- 
peated laws,  rivetted  by  compacts  with  States 
and  individuals,  and  rendered  sacred  by  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation. 

iwill  now  endeavor.  Mr.  Speaker,  to  pursue 
more  directly  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  through  all  their  divisions  and 
subdivisions,  and  also  notice  some  remarks  which 
have  fallen  from  the  gentlemen  from  New  York, 
(Messrs.  Grosvenoh  and  Fisic.)  The  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  contends:  1st.  That  Con- 
gress have  the  right  to  remove  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment for  a  limited  time.on  good  and  sufficient 
reasons.  This  is  a  position  so  broad  and  indefi- 
nite as  not  to  admit  of  a  distinct  reply.  That 
circumstances  and  exigencies  may  happen  which 
would  render  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  not 
only  proper  but  necessary,  never  was  and  never 
can  be  questioned.  The  very  terras  of  the  gen- 
tleman's position,  "on  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
sons," do  impliedly,  if  not  expressly,  admit,  that 
this  right  does  not  exist  and  cannot  be  exercised 
as  an  ordinary  discretionary  legislative  power. 
The  cases  put  by  the  honorable  gentleman  of 
pestilence,  famine,  and  invasion,  are  cases  of  ne- 
cessity,  where  nothing  is  left  to  legislative  will, 
where  no  human  laws  can  control;  the  argu- 
ment, then,  like  all  arguments  drawn  from  nec°es- 
sity,  proves  too  much,  and  therefore  proves  no- 
thing at  all. 

The  act  of  1794,  which  the  gentleman  has 
brought  to  his  aid,  and  on  which  he  placed  great 
reliance,  is  precisely  of  the  character  of  the  other 
instances  adduced,  and  must  fall  into  the  same 
result.  By  that  act  the  President  was  authorized 
to  convene  Congress  at  a  different  place  from 
that  to  which  it  was  adjourned,  in  the  event  of 
the  prevalence  of  contagious  sickness  or  other 


circumstances  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be 
hazardous  to  the  lives  or  health  of  the  members. 
This  act  was  proper  because  it  was  necessary  to 
the  existence  of  Congress  itself;  it  grew  out  of 
the  circumstance  of  the  yellow  fever,  which  pre- 
vailed in  Philadelphia  about  that  time,  and  can- 
not be  considered  as  an  ordinary  exercise  of  pow- 
er in  Congress  to  change  the  seat  of  Government 
ad  libitum.  To  argue  from  the  case  which  t^e 
gentleman  has  put,  that  the  Seat  of  Government 
may  be  changed  whenever  Congress  rnay  think 
proper,  is,  in  my  judgment,  as  absurd  as  it  would 
be  for  me  to  contend  that  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment must  continue  here,  although  the  whole 
District  were  swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake. 
As  to  a  temporary  removal,  my  argument  is  sim- 
ply this,  that  Congress  has  not  the  right  to  re- 
move the  Seat  of  Government  fora  limited  time 
unless  for  imperious  causes,  which,  if  they  con- 
tinue to  exist,  would  justify  and  render  inevitable 
a  permanent  removal.  Such  cases  do  not  exist; 
they  are  not  pretended  to  exist.  The  gentleman, 
as  if  indeed  hard  pressed  for  argument,  has  re- 
sorted to  the  fifth  section  of  the  Constitution  to 
prove  what  never  was  disputed — what  may  be 
termed  an  every  day  practice— That  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  may  by  joint  resolution  ad- 
journ for  more  than  three  days — may  adjourn 
their  sessions  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Executive,  and  that  neither  House  shall  without 
the  consent  of  the  other  change  the  place  of  its 
sitting.  The  only  power  given  to  Congress  by 
this  section  is,  that  of  regulating  its  own  ad- 
journment independent  of  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Government ;  the  other  part  of  the  sec- 
tion is  a  necessary  restriction  on  each  House 
separately,  to  produce  harmony  in  their  proceed- 
ings, despatch  of  business,  and  to  prevent  unrea- 
sonable adjournments  and  inconvenient  separa- 
tions, or  in  other  words,  to  prevent  the  two 
Houses  from  being  too  far  apart  for  the  neces- 
sary concurrence  of  legislation  and  despatch  of 
public  business.  I  appeal  with  confidence  to  the 
candor  of  the  gentleman  himself.  I  appeal  to 
the  common  sense  of  every  member  of  the  House, 
whether  it  can  for  a  moment  be  believed,  that 
this  section  of  the  Constitution  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power,  (without  even  the  form  of  a 
law.)  to  remove  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States?  Will  it  be  contended  (ad- 
mitting for  a  moment  that  we  have  the  right 
ourselves  to  remove)  that  we  can,  without  a  law, 
compel  the  President  and  all  the  JDepartments  to 
march  off  to  Philadelphia  or  to  the  Alleghany 
mountains  at  the  word  of  command,  or  that  they 
would,  without  the  authority  of  law,  exercise  at 
their  new  locations  one  single  function  of  their 
departments  ?  But.  says  the  gentlemen,  if  we 
go,  the  President  and  Departments  will  follow, 
and  thus  we  remove  the  Government.  Thus  by 
a  sort  of  legislative  legerdemain  we  put  the  Gov- 
ernment on  wheels  and  push  off  at  full  o^allop.  I 
must  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  shocked  at  such 
an  argument  from  such  a  source.  I  had  believed 
that  the  fair  and  lofty  mind  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  could  not  have  de- 
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^ientJed   so  |ow.     I  had  been  taught  to  believe 

^rjihe  purt^  principles  of  Federalism  disdained 

a);d|  an  act  indirectly  which  could  not  be  done 

^lifectly  without  a  violation  of  the  Constirution. 

^.•f  you  caniiot  take  the  man  from  the  office,  so 

iiilier  can  you   take  the   office  from  the  man." 

bit  I  have  nlways  understood  to  be  the  creed  of 

edl^ralism.:   If  the  gentleman    has   abjured  the 

ilM  in  this  instance,  I  am  disposed  to  consider  it 

9  oije  of  those  great  errors  to  which  great  men 

ije  ^aid  to  be  liable;  and  that  his  most  s.inguioe 

rjeijds  and  believers  on  this  question  will  admit 

^  \possibility  of   his   being  equally  incorrect  in 

^^  general  tenor  ot'  his  argument. 

KTpe  next  position  of  the  honorable  gentleman 

ft^tl^e  right  of  Congress  to  remove  permanently 

fj^  present  f5eat  of -Government.     On  this  ques- 

i{i;)n'I  have  dlready;  to  a  considerable  extent,  an- 

ti.;iptaied  my  argument  in  the  exposition    I  have 

xyvifi   of  th^?  Constitution,  the  laws,  and    con- 

iAC-»s  in  relation  to  this  subject.     The  remarks  of 

il^e  ^entlemi^n,  however,  demand  a  reply.     I  can 

4st,y  retortthe  charge  of  having  assumed  prem- 

r.^s totally  incorrect,  and  therefore  protest  against 

l|e  Ironclusions  drawn  from  them. 

J|Tjlie  gentleman,  I  know,  is  incapable  of  inten- 

i|»n|il  misrejiresentatioa  ;  but  he  has  most  sirange- 

)*acd  most  erroneously  attributed  to  me  an  ar- 

{dnlent  or  rather  an  assertion  which  I  never  did 

i?  c|)uld  have  used.:    I  did  not  say  that  the  Con- 

♦liitiilion   fixed   the.  Seat   of  Government,  or  in 

l^ljp^ess  terms  required  Congress  to  establish  the 

{{Jrtfianeni  seat. 

;j^%Ii»is.  however,  on  this  supposition  that  thegen- 
jSiiitian  has  triumphantly  turned  over  the  pages 
{f  ijie  Constitution,  and  sought  in  vain  for  any 
^)c^  terms  or  express  injunctions  on  Congress. 
5>n  ifhis  basis  his  argument  is  built,  and  he  dues, 
Ud-^d,  must  conclusively  prove  what  was  never 
pis{.«Jied. 

»J  S|r.  my  argument  is  that  the  Constitution  con- 
ijmiilated  and    authorized  the  establishment  of 
,e  ^eat  of  ^he  Government  of  the  United  States, 
jplace  t(i  be  ceded   by  particular  States  and 
J,^c^pted  by  .Congress,  and  over  which  Congress 
jgeiy  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction.  The  time 
jS|)d;manncr,of  executing  these  powers  and  per- 
V|riting    tiitise   duties,   were    left   exclusively  to 
potferess,  without  any  other  limitation  than  as  to 
se'extent  of  territory  thus  to  be  acquired,  and 
}ejobjects  'for  which  it  was  so  to  be  acquired, 
ffhvi  being  an  express  grant  of  power  for  a  dffi- 
^terobject,  necessarily  requiring  the  consent  of 
l^hiir  parlies,  and  deeply  involving  the  rights  and 
^te^ests  of  States  and  individuals,  whenever  it 
J^aiiexerciitd,  the  objects  obtained,  and  the  acts 
Injummated  by  Cpngress,  the  Government  were 
,iuAd  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  Congress,  who 
;ri^  quo  ad  hoc  the   legitimate  agents  of  the 
jnMuution.     The  first  Congress  after  theadop- 
JD'of  the  Constitution  did  thus  bind  the  Gov- 
^•unaent  by  establishing  its  permanent  Seat;  and 
i^^d  doing  did  not  franscend  their  powers.    The 
{^s^tjeman  says  it  i$  monstrous,  it  is  absurd,  to 
!.4>pi)se  thatjhe  people  would  have  consented  to 
VVi?^oQgress  with  ruch  power.     Sir,  the  people 

in      . 


did  not  hesitate  to  vest  Congress  with  this  power 
and  fur  the  best  reasons — to  harmonize,  to  cement 
and  perpetuate  the  union  of  these  States.  Who 
were  to  be  trusted  with  this  power?  The  First 
Congress,  men  chosen  by  the  people  for  their 
firm  virtue  and  distinguished  worth,  most  of 
them  members  of  the  Convention,  men  to  whom 
the  people  had  trusted,  but  a  little  time  before, 
their  political  existence.  Besides,  sir,  if  this  was 
a  dangerous  power — if  it  has  been  abused — the 
remedy  is  with  the  people,  as  in  all  other  cases  of 
constitutional  error  or  legislative  abuse  ;  experi- 
ence has  proved  that  neither  the  one  or  the  other 
exists  on  the  present  subject. 

The  objection  as  to  power  would  equally  ap- 
ply to  all  acts  of  Congress  which  are  binding 
and  irrevocable.  It  would  apply  to  all  cases  of 
compact,  of  bargain  and  sale,  of  grants,  and  of 
vested  rights  of  every  description.  As  well 
might  it  be  contended  that  Congress  has  not  the 
right  of  disposing  of  all  the  unappropriated  lands 
of  the  United  States,  because  by  possibility  they 
may  give  it  away  or  make  bad  or  corrupt  bar- 
gains. As  well  might  it  be  .said  that  this  Con- 
gress may  take  away  the  premium  given  for  the 
late  loans  ;  reduce  the  interest  on  the  public  stock, 
or  spunge  the  debt  itself.  This  legislative  omnip- 
otence, which  is  established  by  the  doctrine  that 
one  Legislature  can  in  no  case  bind  a  subsequent 
one,  is  abhorrent  to  the  first  and  best  principles 
of  the  Constitution,  destructive  of  the  national 
faith,  and  pregnant  with  evils  not  to  be  described. 

This  doctrine,  I  had  thought,  was  lung  ago 
exposed  and  exploded  by  those  whom  I  have 
considered  the  firmest  champions  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  but,  alas,  all  those  ramparts  so  strongly 
erected  by  those  of  our  political  predecessors, 
whom  we  have  most  delighted  to  honor,  and 
around  which  we  have  so  often  and  proudly 
rallied,  seem  to  me  now  to  be  prostrate;  the  sen- 
tinels have  fled  their  posts  ;  the  Constitution  is 
the  plaything  of  every  idle  wind;  the  sport  of 
every  angry  passion. 

In  my  remarks  the  other  day,  I  attempted  to 
point  out  the  analogy  between  the  removal  of  the 
Seat  of  Government  and  the  repeal  of  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  consequently  the  analogy  between  the 
erection  of  the  two  establishments  and  the  prin- 
ciples   upon   which   their  permanency   depends. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  must  excuse 
me  for  saying,  that  his  reply  to  this  part  of  my 
argument  was  peculiarly  inconclusive.     He  says 
that  the  Seat  of  Government  is  not  fixed  by  the 
Constitution.    This  is  true;  but  it  is  equally  true, 
that  neither   the  Supreme  or  inferior  courts  are 
established  by   the  Constitution.     The  Seat  of 
Government  was  established  by  law,  resulting 
Irom  an  express  grant  of  power,  if  not  an  express 
requisition  of  the  Constitution.    The  courts  were 
established  precisely  in  the  same  way.     The  im- 
mutability of  the  Supreme  Court  is  admitted  by 
all;  the  power  to  destroy  the  inferior  courts  is 
denied  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  and  I 
presume  all  his  political  friends,  on  the  ground  of 
the  necessary  independence  of  the  judges,  and 
the  contract,  either  express  or  implied,  that  they 
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should  not  be  deprived  of  their  office?,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  during  good  behaviour.  The 
Constiturion  does  not  say,  "  that  Congress  shall 
'  have  power  toestablish  permanent  courts,  which 
'  shall  not  be  changed,  nor  the  law  fixing  the  same 
'  shall  not  be  altered  or  liable  to  be  repealed  by 
'  any  future  Congress;"  which  words  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  alleges  would  have  been 
used  had  the  Constitution  intended  to  give  the 
power  to  Congress  to  establish  the  permanent 
Seat  of  the  Government.  No,  sir.  the  construc- 
tion in  both  cases  results  from  the  nature  of  the 
powers  granted,  and  the  objects  to  be  effected. 
The  Constitution  authorized  but  one  Supreme 
Court  to  be  established  by  Congress — when  it 
was  so  established  the  power  was  executed,  the 
injunction  of  the  Constitution  fulfilled — the  law 
could  not  be  repealed.  The  Constitution  author- 
ized but  one  district  of  territory,  and  that  not  to 
exceed  ten  miles  square,  to  be  accepted  for  the 
Seat  of  the  Government,  and  that  Congress 
should,  like  the  judges  in  their  respective  spheres, 
be  independent;  they  were  to  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  territory  where  the  Govern- 
ment was  located.  The  idea,  therefore,  that  Con- 
gress may  abandon  this  place  at  pleasure,  is.  in 
my  judgment,  as  incorrect  as  the  destruction  of 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States;  and  to 
say  that  we  may  surrender  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
District,  and  acquire  another  territory  where  we 
shall  possess  the  same  jurisdiction,  or  that  by  the 
Constitution  we  possess  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  two  or  more  districts  of  territory,  not  ex- 
ceeding each  ten  miles  square — is  as  absurd  as  to 
say  that  we  may  destroy  the  Supreme  Court  and 
create  another,  or  to  say  that  we  may  establish 
two  or  more  Supreme  Courts,  with  a  double  set 
of  judges  to  each. 

That  I  may  be  the  more  distinctly  understood, 
and  the  principles  involved  in  this  question  more 
clearly  and  authoritatively  elucidated,  I  beg  leave 
to  read  an  extract  from  a  celebrated  speech  of 
one  of  the  ablest  champions  of  the  Constitution 
on  the  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Judiciary, 
(GouvERNEUR  MoRRis.)  I  have  selected  this 
speech,  not  because  it  contains  opinions  peculiar 
to  its  author,  but  because  it  iinbodies  the  senti- 
ments of  the  whole  party  to  which  he  was  at- 
tached, and  may  be  considered  as  the  base,  the 
pillar,  and  cap  of  the  argument  on  that  all-im- 
portant question. 

"  But  (say«  Mr.  Morris  in  reply)  another  criticism,  ' 
but  for  its  efToct*  I  would  call  pleasant,  has  been  made,  , 
the  amount  of  which  ie,  you  shall  not  take  the  man 
from  the  office,  but  you  may  take  the  office  from  the 
man — you  shall  not  drown  him,  but  you  may  sink  his 
boat  under  him  ;  you  shall  not  put  him  to  death,  but 
you  may  take  away  his  life.  The  Constitution  pre- 
serves to  a  judge  his  office — says  he  shall  hold  it — that 
if,  it  shall  not  be  taken  from  him  during  good  be- 
haviour ;  the  Legislature  shall  not  diminish,  though 
their  bounty  may  increase,  his  salary.  The  Constitu- 
tion provides  perfectly  for  the  inviolability  of  his  ten- 
ure, but  yet  wc  may  destroy  the  office  which  we  can- 
not take  away,  as  if  the  destruction  of  the  office  would 
not  as  eflfectually  deprive  him  of  it  as  the  grant  to  ano- 


ther person.  It  is  admitted,  that  no  power  derived  from 
the  Constitution  can  deprive  him  of  the  office,  and  yet 
it  is  contended  that,  by  repeal  of  the  law,  that  office 
may  be  destroyed.  Is  not  this  absurd  ?  It  had  been 
said,  that  whatever  one  Legislature  can  do,  another 
can  undo,  because  no  Legislature  can  bind  its  succes- 
sor ;  and,  therefore,  whatever  we  make  we  can  de- 
stroy. This  I  deny  on  the  ground  of  reason,  and  on 
that  of  the  Constitution.  What!  can  a  man  destroy 
his  own  children !  Can  you  annul  your  own  com- 
pacts ?  Can  you  annihilate  the  national  debt  ?  When 
you  have  by  law  created  a  political  existence,  can 
you,  by  repealing  the  law,  dissolve  the  corporation 
you  had  made  ?  When  by  your  laws  you  give  to 
an  individual  any  right  whatever,  can  you  by  a  sub- 
sequent law,  rightfully  take  it  away?  No;  when  you 
make  a  compact  you  are  bound  by  it;  when  you 
make  a  promise  you  must  perform  it.  Establish  the 
contrary  doctrine,  and  what  follows  ?  The  whim  of 
the  moment  becomes  the  law  of  the  land ;  your  coun- 
try will  be  looked  upon  as  a  den  of  robbers  ;  every  hon- 
est man  will  fly  your  shores.  Who  will  trust  you, 
when  you  are  the  first  to  violate  your  own  contracts'! 
The  position,  therefore,  that  the  Legislature  may  right- 
fully repeal  every  law  made  by  a  preceding  Legisla- 
ture, when  tested  by  reason  is  untrue  ;  and  it  is  equal- 
ly untrue,  when  compared  with  the  precepts  of  the 
Constitution — for  what  does  the  Constitution  say! 
You  shall  make  no  ex  post  facto  law  !  Is  not  this  an 
ex  post  facto  law  !" 

I  now  beg  gentlemen,  particularly  those  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  to  pause,  to  reflect,  and 
compare  the  sentiments  contained  in  this  eloquent 
and  correct  extract,  with  the  facts,  principles,  and 
obligations  connected  with  the  question  now  be- 
fore us.  I  demand  of  gentlemen  to  be  informed, 
what  will  be  the  political  condition  of  the  thirty 
thousand  people  who  inhabit  this  District,  should 
the  Seat  of  Government  be  removed  and  the  ju- 
risdiction of  Congress,  thus  as  it  unquestionably 
would  be,  withdrawn  from  them  ?  1  ask  gentle- 
men if  contracts  are  not  in  their  nature  recipro- 
cal, and  whether  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, who  surrendered  this  territory  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions,  and 
for  certain  specific  objects,  might  not  with  equal 
propriety  and  right  demand  a  recession  of  it  from 
the  United  States,  if  their  convenience,  or  inter- 
est, or  caprice  so  required  as  that  Congress 
should,  without  their  consent,  throw  back  the 
territory  on  their  hands  whenever  they  thought 
proper  ?  Are  a  free  people,  entitled  to  just  rights 
and  equal  laws,  and  who  are  peculiarly  under 
your  guardianship  and  protection,  thus  to  be 
sported  with,  thus  to  be  bought  and  sold  like  the 
slaves  of  Jamaica?  Forbid  it  justice,  forbid  it 
Heaven. 

You,  by  the  Constitution  and  the  law,  have 
given  to  the  people  of  this  District  a  "  political  ex- 
istence." Can  you  rightfully  destroy  it?  You 
have  established  here  district  courts,  upon  the 
same  principles  with  the  other  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  Slates;  the  judges  and  other  officers 
hold  their  appointments  bv  the  .same  tenure;  can 
you  abolish  those  courts,  and  drive  the  judges 
from  their  seats?  Surely  you  cannot,  consist- 
ently with   those  principles  I  have  always  con- 
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^Qtred   as   held  sacred   by  those  whom 

jpjrojidly  called  my  political  friends. 
J-  lit  ihe  course  of  the  ingenious  argument  of  the 
jAJii^ieman  i'rom  New  Jersey,  I  was  pleased  to 
Si84over  occasional  successful  efforts  of  true  and 
^orAjct  priivciples  forcing  themselves  from  the 
^il{  in  which  they  were  inrolved.  One  instance 
$^  ihis  was  his  admission,  an  admission  made, 
♦jo'by  most  gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  that. 
5>  t^ie  event  of  the  Government  being  removed, 
dv-mnity  was  due  to  those  classes  of  citizens 
hi  had  settled  here  and  expended  their  money, 
/|l>-iDg  on  the  faith  of  the  Government  for  its 
^jt)n|inuanco  at  this  place.  This  admission,  in 
j,iyjjudgnient,  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  entirely. 
j^!je)ils  the  argument,  for  why  should  we  indem- 
fufy^  the  inhabitants,  if  we  are  under  no  obliga- 
rjaup?  Wl»fy  pay  them,  if  we  have  not  deceived 
.i^injured  them?  Shall  we.  then,  violate  our 
ii)lfgations  J  shall  wc  injure  and  deceive  an  in- 
if)c\ni  community  and  plead  a  miserable  pit- 
ijjn'je,  a  promise  of  lender  of  amends  at  our  dis- 
j,ei»on  7  I  cannot  think  so  badly  of  the  Legisla- 
^rt^of  my  cpuntry.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
irerj  acquainted  with  the  real  situation  of  most 
U  tje  people  of  this  District ;  if  he  knew  the  sac- 
f^cvs  which  many  of  them  have  made  for  the 
jftotjotion  a^d  establishment  of  this  city,  and  the 
i^tej  ruin  in-which  they  would  be  involved  by 
iaial  measure  uow  threatened,  his  sense  of 
jsljce  woul'*!  not  be  appealed  to  in  vain,  for  in- 
^{mjuiiy  to  aa  extent  infinitely  beyond  what  he 
||itfW  conten^plates.  It  is  possible  some  of  the 
V*iginal  profjrietors  may  have  profited  by  the  es- 
•^bljshment  Dfxhe  Seat  of  Government  here,  but 
^  i^  equally  true  that  other  proprietors,  from 
Kjiq^  property  the  public  have  derived  hundreds 
pi?  tjiousands  of  dollars,  have  themselves  realized 
fi^tlt;  or  nothjing  ;  their  once  flourishing  and  high- 
||  ciiltivatecl  fields  cut  up  by  the  Government 
|i>t(X  city  lo<s,  remain  unsold  and  unoccupied; 
^i^  property  was,  indeed,  considered  an  increas- 
^g,  treasure..;  which  would  in  time  enrich  its  pos- 
^.Jsj<::irs,  and  compensate  for  the  sacrifices  made  to 
ti|e»pubiic.  .'Do  the  unjust  deed  now  meditated. 
a<idl  you  cut-up  the  hopes  of  those  people— you 
|^a|Le  them  poor  indeed. 

5<Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  close  ray  remarks  on  the 
{IJn^titutionality  of  this  question,  I  cannot  avoid 
filing  one  or  two  observations  more  of  the  gen- 
*r>ian  from  New  Jersey,  which  my  respect  for 
Sat  honoiaUe  gentleman,  alone,  induces  me  to 
Mufce.  In  attempting  to  get  rid  of  the  common 
y^id^plam  im^portof  the  word  permanent,  so  often 
pjed  in  the  nets  of  Congress  and  of  cession,  the 
^nJileman  fi>st  tells  us  that  the  word  permanent 
Mtvcally  to  ie  disregarded ;  he  then  says  that  it 
1^4  introdufted  to  distinguish  the  temporary  resi- 
;ijnce  of  ten  years  at  Philadelphia,  from  the  per- 
^cent  re.MJlence  at  this  place.  In  this  I  per- 
tiCiiy  agree  with  hira.  for  no  other  definition  or 
i^je^ing  can{  be  affixed  to  the  term,  than  the  very 
ftpesite  of  tjjmporary,  transitory,  limited,  or  any 
ti^iif  word  which  admits  the  idea  of  change  or 
fjfcifation.  \n  the  next  breath  we  are  told  the 
ii^Fj   permafent  meant  nothing  more  than  that 

i 


Removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government 
1  have 


OCTOBBR,  1814* 


i 


there  was  no  express  limitation  in  the  law  as  to  the 
time  the  Seat  of  Government  should  continue 
here;  consequently  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  limit  iis  duration  and  remove  it  at  pleasure. 
Thus,  agreeable  to  this  course  of  reasonint^,  the 
seat  of  Government  was  to  continue  temporarily 
at  Philadelphia  for  ten  years,  and  then  perma- 
nently at  the  City  of  Washington  for  six  months, 
or  any  other  period  which  Congress  might  think 
proper.  I  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  reasoning  is 
too  refined  for  my  comprehension.  It  is  the  first, 
and  I  presume  will  be  the  last  time  we  shall  ever 
hear  that  by  the  force  of  the  terms  alone,  tempo- 
rary may  be  made  to  embrace  a  longer  time,  and 
give  a  more  lasting  tenure,  than  the  word  perma- 
nent, when  applied  to  the  same  subject  matter. 
But.  sir.  admitting  for  a  moment,  the  possibility 
of  this  reasoning  being  correct ;  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  the  word  permanent  was  used  in  reference 
to  the  word  temporary,  in  the  act  as  before  klated, 
how  did  It  happen  that  the  same  word  is  used  in 
the  original  resolution  of  1789,  which  preceded 
the  enactment  of  the  law,  and  which  had  no  re- 
ference or  allusion  whatever  to  the  temporary 
residence  of  the  Government  at  Philadelphia  or 
elsewhere?  How  did  it  happen  that  during  the 
discussion  of  the  resolution,  and  the  bill  itself,  by 
the  members  of  the  first  Congress,  so  many  of 
those  distinguished  men  should  have  used  the 
word  permameni  in  its  plain,  old-fashioned,  com- 
mon sense  meaning,  without  once  dreaming  of  the 
references,  limitations,  and  qualifications,  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  has  so  heavily 
taxed  his  ingenuity  to  affix?  Sir,  the  reason  is 
this— they  intended  the  Seat  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  should,  when  established,  be 
as  perpetual  as  the  union  of  these  States,  as  du- 
rable as  the  Constitution  itself. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred,  as 
also  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gros- 
VE.NOR,)  have  derived  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
right  oi  removal,  from  the  second  member  of  that 
section  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  the 
establishment  of  the  Seat  of  Government.     It  is 
contended  that  because  the  authority  of  Congress 
IS  extended  over  "all  places  purchased,  by  thecon- 
sent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the 
'  same  may  be.  lor  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines, 
•  dock  yards,  and    other  needful    buildings,"  the 
same  obligation  exists  to  continue  those  forts  and 
other  public  works,  at  the  sites  first  fixed  upon 
and  purchased,  as  there  is  to  continue  the  Seat  of 
the  Government  at  the  place  ceded  by  particular 
States,  accepted  and  established    by  Congress  as 
the  Seat  of  Government  has  been. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (.Mr.  Gros- 
vk.nor)  has  even  gone  further— he  says  Congress 
had  no  more  right  to  establish  the  permanent 
Seat  of  Government  than  they  had  to  establish  a 
permanent  post  road,  and  that  we  have  the  same 
right  to  repeal  such  a  law  in  one  case  as  the  other. 
Had  tho,se  observations  proceeded  from  gentle- 
men less  entitled  to  respect  and  influence,  I  cer- 
tainly should  have  deemed  them  unworthy  of  re- 
ply. Sir  there  is  little  or  no  analogy  in  the  cases 
put  by  the  gentlemen.     In  the  purchase  of  sites 
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for  forts  or  other  public  buildings,  nothing  is  stip- 
ulated for,  nothing  contemplated,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion or  the  law,  other  than  a  common  bargain 
and  sale  for  the  purchase  of  so  many  acres  of  land, 
either  from  a  State  or  from  individuals,  for  public 
use.     Congress  are  not  restricted  as  to  the  limits, 
or  number  of  places  thus  to  be  purchased.     Thev 
require  no  jurisdiction  over  citizens  residing  with- 
in the  limits  of  such  purchases.     On  the  contrary. 
no  political  existence  is  created,  no  residence  per- 
mitted except  of  military  force,  no  law  prevails 
but  martial  law.     Congress  have  therefore  a  right 
to  remove  or  abandon  those   public  works,  and 
others  at   pleasure,  without  any  violation  of  the 
public  faith,  or  of  individual  interest,  either  pe- 
cuniary or  political.     Why  the  gentleman  from 
New  York    put  the  case  of  a  post  road,  I  cannot 
well  imagine.     He  might  as  well  have  told  us 
that  we  had   a  right  to  repeal   a  tax    law,  which 
was  not  limited  to  a  particular  time,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds pledged  to  any  special  or  general  objects. 
I  leave  to  gentlemen  the  full  benefit  and  exclusive 
right  of  such  arguments  as  these.     But,  sir,  upon 
the  ordinary  principles  of  contracts,  suppose   an 
acre  of  land  was  purchased  from  an  individual  for 
the  erection  of  a  public  fort,  on  the  authority  of 
an  a«t  of  Congres,s,  declaring  the  fort   thus  to  be 
erected  on  the  land  purchased  should  be  perma- 
nently continued   and   kept  in  repair — in   conse- 
quence of  which  law,  and  in  consideration  of  in- 
cidental advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  owner  of 
the  land,  by  the  erection  and  continuance  of  said 
fort,    the   owner    was   induced    to  part  with    his 
property  for  one  fourth  of  its  value,  and   subject 
himself  to  other  losses  and  sacrifices.     I  ask  gentle- 
men, whether,   under  such   circumstances.  Con- 
gress could  at  their  next  session  rightfully  repeal 
the  law,  and  violate  their  contract  with  the  indi- 
vidual without  making  him  a  full   and  ample  in- 
demnity ?    And  suppose,  also,  that  a  post  road  was 
established   which  would  run  through  the  farm 
of  an  individual,  greatly  to  his  injury,  and,  as  an 
indiitement  for  obtaining  the  privilege,  Congress 
were  to  enact   that  the  said   road  should    be  per- 
manently continued,  and  authorize  commissioners 
to  enter  into  contracts  and   stipulations  with    the 
owner,  by  which  he  would  be  induced  to  change 
his  fences,  remove   his  buildings,  or   erect  others, 
on  the  faith  of  the  law  and  engagements  entered 
into  with  the  agents  of  the  Government.     Under 
such  circumstances,  I  appeal  to  the  understand- 
ing and  common  justice  of  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves, to  determine  what  would  be  the  duty — 
what   the  obligation  of  Congress?     Sir.  I    have 
done  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  trust  I  have 
sufficiently  answered  the  arguments  of  the  honor- 
able geiiileman  from  New  Jersey,  and  established 
the  positions  I  advanced  in  relation  to  the  Con- 
stitution, the  law,  and  the  obligations  resulting 
from  them. 

So  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  already  been  said 
as  to  the  expediency  and  inexpediency  of  the 
measure  under  consideration,  (and  in  which  I 
have  borne  my  part.)  that  little  now  remains  of 
use  or  novelty.  When  the  subject  was  first  ush- 
ered  into  notice,  it  was  advocated  solely  on  the 


ground  of  convenience  and  personal  safety  of  the 
members.     Those  reasons   appear   to  have  van- 
ished in  succession,  and  a  distinct  one,  not  origi- 
nally thought  of,  accidentally  seized  upon,  and  is 
made    the  watchword  or   rallying   point  for  the 
advocates  of  this  destructive  project.     This  is, 
the  expenseof  defending  this  District,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment is  continued  here.     Every  day's  experi- 
ence tends  to  reconcile  gentlemen  more  and  more 
with  their  new  and  more  humble  accommodations 
in  this  Hall.     Every  man  who  enters  this  room 
or  approaches  the  gallery,  must  be  convinced  that 
the  business  of  the  session  can  be  transacted  here 
with  equal  despatch  and  intelligence  as  it  could 
have  been  in  the  >plendid  apartments  which  ue 
lately  occupied.     This  reason  is  therefore  aban- 
doned ;  indeed,  it  never  appeared  to  me,  to  bear 
a  serious  aspect  ;  it  was  impossible  it  should  ;  for, 
from   the  first   moment,  we  found   almost  every 
member   north  of  Maryland,  and  a  few  of  the 
hardy  sons  of  the  West,  apparently  dissatisfied 
with  their  accommodations,  while  those  from  the 
other  sections  of  the  Union,  with   two  or  three 
exceptions,  perfectly  satisfied.     It  is  perfectly  ev- 
ident, therefore,  to  me,  that  as  this  was  in  general 
not  so  much  an   individual   as  a  sectional  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  the  objection  did  not  in  reality 
exist.     It  is  impossible,  for  instance,  that  the  gen- 
tleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.   Stockton)  and 
myself  could  so  essentially  differ  as  to  the  size  of 
this  room,  the  state  of  its  atmosphere,  or  tbequal- 
ity  of  our  seats,  whether  hard  or  soft.     The  same 
remarks  equally  apply  as  to  the  danger  or  security 
of  remaining  here.     It  is  not  possible  that  gen- 
tlemen from  the  North  and  East  should  be  filled 
with  apprehensions  for  their  personal  safety,  while 
those  from  the  Southern  and  middle  States,  whose 
nerves  may.  from  climate,  be  supposed  more  del- 
icate, should  remain  unappalled.     Sir,  I  know  the 
nerve  of  some  of  those  gentlemen  too  well  to  be- 
lieve they  would   be  the  first   to  fly  even  on  the 
api'roachof  danger,  much  less  before  it  approach- 
es.    I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  the  bold  and  daring 
spirit  of  the  honorable  gentlemau  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Grosvenor)  could  yield  to  imaginary  fears, 
while  other  gentlemen  in  this  House  remain  un- 
moved.    I  cannot  believe   the  young,  the  strong, 
and  vigorous  limbs  of  himself  and  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  FiSK,)  could  tremble,  while  my  venerable 
colleagues,   (Messrs    Maco.n  and   For.ney,)  and 
other  gentlemen  whom  either  age  or  accident  has 
disqualified  for  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  camp, 
and  who  would  certainly  not  be  foremost  in  pe- 
destrian feats,  remained  firm  and  unshaken. 

Gentlemen,  however,  have  entrenched  them- 
selves, as  they  conceive,  on  the  ground  of  expense. 
They  have  most  strangely  and  most  erroneously 
misrepreseniedtheexpense  which  will  beincurred 
for  the  defence  of  this  District.  The  exaggerated 
statements  on  this  subject  are  the  more  unfair  and 
unaccountable,  because  they  are  not  only  contrary 
to  fact  and  contrary  to  the  express  representations 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  but 
in  total  disregard  of  the  estimates  and  plans  of 
defence  dei I ved  from  the  War  Department.  I, 
sir.  am  as  regardful  o[  public  expenditure  as  any 
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^  of  this  House  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,    he  is  not  afraid,  and  he  believes  few  or  none  are 

cse  gentlemen  who  think  with  rae  on  the  pres-  afraid  of  remaining  here  ;  but  he  says  he  wishes 
ni  subject  are  not  less  economical ;  are  not  less  to  avoid  the  disgrace  of  having  the  (GJovernment 
p|iosed  to  useless  or  improper  dispositions  of  the  |  again  routed  and  driven  away  ;  and  how  is  this 


u&lic  force  and  public  treasure  than  those  who 
_r(vin  favor  of  incurring  the  expense,  the  loss  of 
^nrie,  and  o^her  fatal  consequences  of  removing 
pe  Seat  of  Government,  are  to  be  considered  the 
"^Xi'lusive  gtiardians  of  ihe  public  safety,  the  pub- 
"^c  "honor  ai>d  the  public  purse.     The  fact  is  this: 
j;^"'hje  military  force  which  has  been  spoken  of,  is 
';^t*nded  fof   the  defence,  not  of  the  District  of 
^cjumbia  alone,  but  for   the  whole  of  the  tenth 
*^i^tary  dis»tricl,  including  the  whole  State  of 
.vlajryland.   Jiart  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia, 
//l^s  force  ij?  to  be  so  disposed,  as  conveniently  to 
"ije  >)rought  ^ito  action  fur  the  protection  of  Balii- 
jjnwe,  Annapolis,  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  any 
jSoi^it  betweon  the  Potomac  and  Baltimore.     So 
5i|Jij^  in  truth,  whether  Congress  remain  here  or  go 
i»w^y,  the  torce  will   be  the  same;  the  expense 
iiiietther  increased  nor  diminished  one  cent.     But. 
j^r,- if  consicjerable  additional  expanse  were  to  be 
«»iJi<ijrred.  1  appeal  to  the  patriots  of  my  country 
f^  *now.  to -what  more  laudable  object   it  could 
;ije  applied  t'lan  to  the  defence  of  the  heart  of  the 
•tjountry  ;  to  ihe  security  of  the  Government  itself, 
h;D^  the  projection  of  those  institutions  founded 
t^'^  cherished  by  a  Washington?    By  his  precepts 
yni>  his  institutions  I  will  cling,  as  the  anchor  of 
l^pr  hope — tbe  rock  of  our  political  salvation. 
.'.•.  'jS'he  gentleman   from   New  York  (Mr.   Fi.sk) 
iVJrcts  to  the  disposition  of  the  force  contempla- 
jS-djby  the  Secretary  of  War.     He  says,  if  they 
Vve»staiione(|  on  the  middle  ground  between  this 
lljjlisjlrict  and  -Baltimore,  they  can  only  be  brought 
ji^  Action   in,  rear  of  the  enemy.     1  know  not  in 
})ihi.i  schooUhat  gentleman  acquired  his  military 
J^itjiace — whether  he  practises  on  the  lessons  of 
t%e  great   F*-ederick,   the  Prince  of  Conde.  and 
t5h.»r  heroes;of  former  days,  or  whether  he  relies 


to  be  done?  By  marching  off  when  there  is  no 
danger?  In  other  words,  it  is  disgraceful  to  re- 
treat when  pressed  by  a  superior  force,  but  hon- 
orable to  run  before  the  approach  of  danger.  This 
is  indeeda  new  chapter  in  chivalry, and  one  which 
I  am  sure  thcgenileman  will  not  adopt  asaguide 
for  his  own  conduct.  This  sentiment  is  also  rather 
at  points  with  what  fell  from  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman only  a  moment  before;  the  country,  he 
said,  was  disgraced.  The  Administration  had 
drank  the  very  dregs  of  humiliation  by  permitting 
the  enemy  to  pollute  the  soil  of  this  District  and 
not  in  the  Capitol  of  the  country.  This  is  but 
too  true  a  picture  ;  and  I  admonish  gentlemen 
not  to  heighten  this  disgrace— not  to  consummate 
our  degradation,  by  adopting  the  measure  now 
proposed.  Already  has  the  pen  fallen  in  pity — 
in  shame  and  confusion,  from  the  hand  of  the  his- 
torian. Destroy  your  Seat  of  Government!  Break 
asunder  this  strongest  link  in  the  Federal  chain  ! 
The  pen  of  history  will  be  snatched  up  with  ra<»e 
and  indignation,  and  this  monstrous  deed  por- 
trayed in  all  Its  blackest  colors. 

Mr.  Speaker,  ihe  unusual  combination  in  favor 
of  this  measure,  by  gentlemen  of  the  most  oppo- 
site political  opinions,  cannot  fail  to  strike  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  may  well  justify  the 
apprehension  that,  with  some  at  least,  other  and 
very  different  views  may  be  entertained  from  those 
which  have  been  expressed  in  debate.  I  iherefote 
admonish  gentlemen,  while  they  are  travelling  the 
same  road  with  their  new  companions,  that'Ihey 
inquire  and  well  understand  what  and  where  is 
the  destined  object.  If  political  considerations 
are  m  view,  it  would  be  well  for  these  extremes 
of  political  parlies,  which  have  met  together  oq 
this  single  occasion,  to  perfectly  understand  each 


Ui  Vnodern  laiprovemenis  in  the  art  ot  war  intro-    other  before  it  is  too  late  to  return      The  ppnilp 


?4icted  by  the  Emppror  of  Elba,  or  even  our  late 
%:je(netary  of  War,  John  Armstrong.  I  know  not. 
Ivatd  have  always  understood,  that  if  the  enemy 
t»)i^d  be  outrlanked  or  attacked  in  the  rear,  vic- 
t^rjf  was  half  complete.  I  profess  very  little 
^lUwledge  ia  military  matters,  but  I  will  inform 
l^egentlemi'n  that  tlie  situation  where  the  troops 
htetiotended"  to  be  stationed  will  enable  them  to 
svick  the  e-ieray  either  in  front  or  rear,  as  cir- 
i-iinastances  may  justify.     It  is  also  objected  that 


man  from  New  York  (xMr.  Grosvenor)  dfl  me 
no  more  than  justice  in  supposing  that  I  meant 
no  personal  retieclion,  when  I  represented  the 
other  day  this  novel  coalition,  by  a  figure  perhaps 
rather  ludicrous  :  '•  The  horn  of  Federalism  hook- 
ed to  the  tail  of  Democracy,  or  rice  reMa."  The 
alternative  presented  to  gentlemen  of  being  at  the 
head  or  tail  of  this  political  association  precludes 
the  idea  of  any  invidious  distinction.  The  gen- 
tleman says  he  is  fond  of  union.     So  am  I.  in  a 


Ijii  is  a  miluia'fo'rce.    ^I  pray  you.  sir. 'what  other  j  just  and  laudableohject7but'ra'iher"tha7unite'm 
,t!r^e  have  w^.n  any  of  the  States?     What  other    error,  let  me  remain  in   everlasting  ex.le      As  1 


jf'^rtye  do  you  expect  at  Philadelphia,  or  any  other 
Jja^e  to  wiKch  we  may  remove?  None.  Per- 
j^it^me  here  to  remark,  that  if  the  dispersion  of 
i^ofjgress  is  an  object  with  the  enemy,  as  gentle- 
jP.ey  suppose,  that  object  can  be  as  well  obtained 
it  Philadelphia  as  this  place  ;  and  I  have  the  au- 
tAoi;ity  (if  any  were  necessary)  of  military  men 
Kriisaying.  that  Philadelphia  is  less  defensible 
i^t:  this  District.  Consequently,  if  we  go  there 
vje  ?jot  only  increas-e  the  danger,  but  the^exnense 
also*  ^ 

.♦'Iftje  gentleman  (Mr.  Grosve.nor)  admits  that 


impeach  not  the  motives  of  gentlemen,  I  will  not 
withhold  from  them  my  congratulations  on  this 
their  first  political  wedding.  I  wish  tnem  all  the 
delights  of  the  honeymoon.  I  fear  it  will  be  of 
short  duration.  Perhaps  before  to-morrow's  noon 
matters  of  State  mav  demand,  and  their  divorce 
be  pronounced. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  claimed  your  attention  and 
that  of  the  House  longer  I  fear  than  was  agreea- 
ble; but  not  loDger,  I  trust,  than  the  importance 
of  the  subject  demanded.  I  forbear  a  detail  of 
all  the  evil  consequences  to  be  apprehended  to  the 


5 

» 


< 


373 


October,  1814. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government. 


374 


H.orR. 


nation  from  the  adoption  of  the  measure  now  be- 
fore us.  I  will  not  harrow  your  feelings  by  even 
a  feeble  effort  to  portray  the  complicated  suffer- 
ings, the  deep  distress  in  which  ihis  people  would 
be  involved.  I  yield  to  the  admonition  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  (Mr.  Grosvenor.) 
and  banish  as  much  as  possible  the  influence  of 
feelinfrs;  even  that  gentleman,  with  all  Ins  stern- 
ness a°nd  zeal  on  this  occasion,  has  expressed  sonrie 
sympathy  for  the  fate  which  awaits  this  people. 
Sir,  the  human  being  who  could  not  do  more  than 
feel  for  such  calamity,  must  possess  a  heart  colder 
than  apathy  itself.  "There  are  occasions  when 
the  worst  men  only  can  be  cool."  Those  alone 
can  jest  at  scars  who  never  felt  a  wound. 

NOTES. 
The  following  extracts  are  from  the  speeches  of  dis- 
tinguished members  of  the  First  Congress. 
On  the  27th  of  August,  1789.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, introduced  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  permanent  residence  ought  to  be 
fixed  for  the  General  Government  of  the  United  States, 
at  some  convenient  place.  a«  near  the  centre  of  wealth, 
population,  and  extent  of  territory,  as  may  be  consist- 
ent with  convenience  to  the  navigation  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  and  having  due  regard  to  the  particular  situa- 
tion of  the  Western  country. 

Mr.  Hartky,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion.  He  "thought  some  attention  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  petitions  of  the  people  respecting  a  permanent 
Seat  of  Government. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons,  of  Pennsylvania,  acknowledged 
there  was  business  of  great  importance  before  Con- 
gress;  but  was  there  any  more  important  than  the 
subject  proposed?  It  was  a  question  in  which  the 
people  of  every  part  of  the  Union  were  deeply  in- 
terested. It  had  been  said  that  jealousies  existed 
among  the  SUtes  ;  they  were  not  likely  to  be  removed 
by  inattention  to  so  great  a  concern. 

Mr.  Scott  thought  the  principles  of  the  Union  were 
the  principles  of  equal  justice  and  reciprocity.  He 
conceived  the  question  now  before  the  House  as  grand 
a  link  as  any  in  the  F^ederal  chain.  The  future  tran- 
quillity and  well  being  of  the  United  SUtes,  he  said, 
depended  as  much  on  this  as  on  any  other  question 
that  ever  had  or  could  come  before  Congress.  It  was 
a  justice  due  to  the  extremities  of  the  continent  to 
adopt  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Georgia,  said  that  upon  this  subject 
depended  ibc  existence  of  the  Union.  The  place  of 
the  Seal  of  Government  was  important  in  every  point 
of  view.  It  might  be  compared  to  the  heart  of  the 
human  body  ;  it  was  a  centre  from  which  the  princi- 
ples of  life  were  carried  to  the  extremities,  and  from 
these  might  return  again  with  precision. 

Mr.  Ames,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  ever  found  it 
a  difficult  task,  on  the  most  trivial  occasions,  to  obtain 
unanimity.  What  then  must  be  the  division  on  a 
question  which  some  gentlemen  have  said  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Union  depended  upon  !  I  believe  it  will 
involve  as  many  passions  as  the  human  heart  can  dis- 
play. Every  principle  of  local  interest,  pride,  and 
honor,  and  even  patriotism  iuclf,  are  engaged.  He 
asked  if  the  public  mind  ought  not  to  be  better  pre- 
pared for  the  occasion  T 

September  3,  1789. 
Mr.  Goodhue,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  Eastern 
members,  with  the   members   from    New  York,  have 


agreed  to  flx  a  place  on  national  principle*,  withoat 
regard  to  their  own  convenience,  and  have  turned 
their  minds  to  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna.  Mo- 
tives of  convenience  would  have  led  us  to  fix  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  but  it  was  supposed  il  would 
give  more  lasting  content  to  go  farther  South.  They 
were  therefore  entirely  of  opinion  that  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna  should  be  the  place  of  the  permanent 
residence  of  the  General  Government.  Mr.  G.  then 
moved  a  resolution,  "  that  the  permanent  Seat  of  the 
General  Government  ought  to  be  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Susquehanna." 

Mr.  Lee,  of  Virginia,  hoped  they  would  be  guided 
in  this  discussion  and  decision  by  the  great  principles 
on  which  the  Government  itself  is  founded.  With 
this  view  he  introduced  a  preamble  (recognising  the  . 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  declaring  that  those 
great  objects  will  be  best  effected  by  establishing  the 
permanent  Seat  of  Government  as  nearly  central  as  a 
convenient  water  communication  with  the  Atlantic 
and  an  easy  access  to  the  Western  territory  will  per- 
mit) to  the  following  resolution :  "  That  a  place  as 
nearlv  central  as  a  convenient  communication  with 
the  .Atlantic  ocean  and  an  easy  access  to  the  Western 
territory  will  permit,  ought  to  be  selected  and  estab- 
lished as  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates.''  Mr.  L.  wished  the  principles  of  the 
Government  to  be  recognised,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  SUles  may  be  able  to  judge  whether,  in  the 
measures  about  to  be  adopted,  they  are  carried  into 
execution  by  this  House. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  of  .Massachusetts,  had  thought  that 
this  was  not  the  lime  consistently  with  the  good  of  the 
country  to  determine  the  permanent  residence  of  Con- 
gress. He  was  however  ready  to  decide  on  the  im- 
portant subject. 

Mr.  Vining,  of  Delaware,  agreed  this  was  a  matter 
of  the  highest  importance.  He  wished  that  all  exte- 
rior circumstances  niight  combine  in  aid  of  Govern- 
ment, and  everv  principle  attended  to  which  could 
preserve  and  add  strength  to  it.  While  we  had  a 
Washington,  and  his  virtues,  to  cement  and  guard 
this  Union,  it  might  be  safe;  but  when  he  should 
leave  us,  who  would  inherit  his  virtues  and  possess  hi« 
influence  ;  who  would  remain  to  embrace  and  draw  to 
a  centre  those  hearta  which  the  authority  of  his  virtues 
alone  kept  in  union  1 

Mr.  Lee,  of  Virginia,  said  a  question  was  to  be  de- 
cided which  involves  present  and  future  interesU,  and 
extends  to  remote  generations.  The  question  is  to  be 
settled,  which  must  determine  whether  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  exist  for  ages,  or  be  dispersed  among  con- 
lending  winds.  Will  gentlemen  say  these  principle* 
ought  not  to  be  recognised  1  Will  they  say  the  centre 
of  Government  should  not  be  the  centre  of  the  Union  T 
Should  it  not  be  a  situation  which  will  admit  an  easy 
communication  to  the  ocean  ?  Will  they  say  our  West- 
ern brethren  are  to  be  disregarded  ?  These  are  mo- 
mentous considerations  which  should  lead  the  House 
to  a  conclusion.  If  they  are  disregarded,  il  will  be  an 
alarming  circumstance  to  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States.     They  have  felt  iheir  alarms  already. 

Mr.  Stone  said,  in  fixing  the  permanent  residence, 
we  ought  not  only  to  have  in  new  the  immediate  im- 
portance of  the  States,  but  what  is  likely  to  be  tbeir 
weight  at  a  future  day.  After  sUUng  the  probable  future 
imporunce  of  the  Western  country,  Mr.  S.  o^s^'f^ 
that  the  river  Potomac,  which  had  been  mentioned  by 
the   Southern  genUemen,  for  the   permanent  Seat  ol 


M 


I 

U 


r 


s  t 


I 


i    I 


f  f. 


t 


ij 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


376 


Removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government. 


jjf»v,»iiu    (.UI11.IK    in  uie    greai   p 
lyuiifht  to  conduct,  and  decide 
l^ttfntion   to   the   rijjhts  of  th€ 
,#r.«at  rights  be  the  "      '       ' 
iJopble  necesnity  of  i 
^Jii^lir,  It  IS  further 
•^n^,  right,  of  which 


jfh\  GoTernment,  U,  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted,  ex- 

^.j>r«^,nely  well  calculated  to  furnish  Government  with 
f,fb%  key  of  the  counjry  ;  and  a  ri*er  I  believe  richer  in 
{jtsi;export8  than  any  I  have  contemplated  on  the  face 
kjf  |he  earth. 

tl^''-  ^^uduon,  of  Virginia,  said  he  hoped  that  all 
^.^w  .*^°"*^"f   '"  ^h«,  K/eat   principle  on  which  they 

this  business  ;  an  equal 
ic  community.  If  these 
•ights  be  the  tasis  of  republics,  and  if  there  be  a 
''attending  to  them  in  a  Federal  Re- 
ler  to  be  considered,  that  there  is  no 
rhich  the  people  can  judge  with  more 
>.#a|&  and  ccr{ainty,  and  of  which  they  will  judge  with 
^H.'e  jealousy,  than  of  the  establishment  of  the  perma- 
ItitfW  Seat  of  Government ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
;|loJ*ever  ofteii  this  subject  may  be  discussed  in  the  rep- 
y^-syntative  U)dy,  or  however  the  attention  of  the  com- 
.J'li^tee  may  be  drawn  to  it,  the  observations  I  have 
«H4le  will  be  more  snd  more  verified.  If  we  consider, 
;  *»r^the  effects  of  Legislative  power  on  the  aggregate 
1  |o)»munity,  we  must  feel  equal  inducements  to  look  for 
:|i<<  centre,  in  order  to  find  the  present  Seat  of  Gov- 
Urraient.  Those  who  are  most  adjacent  to  the  seat  of 
•  fct^ftlation,  will  always  possess  advantages  over  others. 
If  if  earlier  knowledge  of  the  laws  ;  a  greater  influence 
iShJ^**^''"^  '^«ro  ;  better  opportunities  for  anticipating 
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||b^,  and  a  thousand  other  circumstances,  will  give  a 
,  |ut>eriority  to  those  who  are  thus  situated.  If  it  were 
jumble  to  promulgate  our  laws,  by  some  instantane- 
|^u»  operation,  it  would  be  of  less  consequence  in  that 
.tOi^t  of  view  where  the  Government  might  be  placed  ; 

t|Ui.if,  on  th«<  contrary,  time  is  necessary  for  this  pur 
|OWs,  we  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  put  every  part  o 
.Jif  community  on  a  level.  If  we  consider  the  influ- 
ijn.-f  of  the  Government  in  its  Executive  Department, 
;tiC(e  IS  no  lirss  reason  to  conclude  that  it  ought  to  be 
j^laitfd  m  the  centre  of  the  Union.  It  ought  to  be  in  a 
^iti*tion  to  command  information  relative  to  every 
j^arjof  the  Union,  to  watch  every  conjuncture,  to  seize 
•^veVy  circumstance  that  can  be  improved.  The  Eiecu- 
piv^eye  ousjht  to  be  placed  where  it  can  best  see  the 
^iat^ers  which  may  threaten,  and  the  Executive  arm 
jjh|nce  It  may  be  extended  most  effectually  to  the  pro- 
^tci|fon  of  every  part.  In  the  Judiciary  department  if 
A  u.  not  equally  necessary,  it  is  highly  important  that 
£f.,u  °''""'"^"'  should  be  equally  accessible  to  all. 
jf^iih  respect  to  the  Western  Terntorv,  we  are  not  to 

'^J^f  *rV.  *'''  '*.^°"''^  ^  >n  affront  to  the  understanding 
tf  ..V[  f'-llow-^itiiens  on  the  Wei^tern  waters,  that  they 
>d6  be  united  with  their  Atlantic  brethren,  on  any 
^h4r  principle  than  that  of  equahty  and  jnsticc.  He 
.^a,i  sure,  that  if  justice  required  us  to  take  any  one 
nfJ^ion  in  preference  to  another,  we  had  every  in- 
>^c*ment,  both  of  interest  and  of  prudence,  to  fix  on 
ge  Potomac.  »s  most  satisfactory  to  our  Western  breth- 

vTrfp?t"r'  K  '/""  °^?.*  '"■''  """''  (Susquehanna 
v^id^Potomac,  he  flattered  himself  that  the  seat  which 
AokM  most  correspond  with  the  public  interest  would 
!r  tJl"  r  \h«  banks  of  the  Potomac.  It  was  proper 
,>atjire  should  have  some  regard  to  the  centre  of  ter- 
lave  weight,  he  begged  leave  to 
»»,*i»  H  1  r  .  °  comparison  between  the  two 
\-t    .  ""^  gentleman  to  cast   his  eye,  in 

It.ir  ""''""^  "'!!""•  ""'"  "  '"^P-  ''"'^  ^''v,  that  the 
JVt^nac  u,  noi  much  nearer  this  centre  than  any  part 

It  iti"  p^"*'^"«^'»""*-     'f  we  measure  from  the  banks 

tl.w    ?      ,""  'V^'""'"''  *^'**^™  P"'  "f  the  United 
ftat^,  it  IS  leas  distant  than  to  the  most  Southern     If 


fi   I  ji»at«ire  should  have  sor 

I   I  fiorjv  ;  if  that  was  to  ha 

\  My  nhat   then-  was   no 

ires.     He  -lofted    any  i 


we  mearare  this  great  area  diigonaJly,  the  Potomac  will 
■till  have  the  advantage.  If  you  draw  a  line  perpen- 
dicularly, to  the  direction  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  we  shall 
find  that  it  will  run  more  equally  through  the  Potomac 
than  through  any  other  part  of  the  Union  ;  or,  if  there 
be  any  difference  between  one  side  and  the  other,  there 
will  be  a  greater  space  on  the  Southwest  than  on  the 
iVorlhern.  All  the  map«  of  the  United  States  show 
the  truth  of  this.  He  granted  that  the  present  centre 
of  population  is  nearer  the  Susquehanna  than  the  Po- 
tomac. But  are  we  choosing  a  Seat  of  Government  for 
the  present  moment  only  7     He  presumed  not. 

The  adoption  of  the  res.olve  was  further  oppos- 
ed bjr  Messrs.  Joh.nson  of  Kentucky,  Forsyth 
of  Georgia.  Hawkins  of  Kentucky.  IJowen  and 
Rhea  oI  Tennessee;  and  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Sharp  of  Kenluckyjand  Ingersoll  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigelow  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown, 
Butler  Caldwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Condict, 
Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Penmsylvania,  Denoylles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  ^ew  York,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hul- 
bert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwm,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusectta, 
Law  Lovett,  Lyie,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moscley, 
Oakley,  Ormsby.  Pickering,  Piper.  Post,  John  Reed, 
Kea  of  Pennsylvnia,  Rich.  Rugglcs,  Schureman,  Sey- 
bert.  Sharp.  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Tannehill.  Taylor.  Thompson, 
Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wilcoi,  and  Winter— 72. 

Nats— .Messrs.  Archer,  Avery.  Barbour,  Bard,  Bar- 
nett,   Bayly  of  Virginia,    Bowen,   Burwell,   Chappell, 
Clopton     Comstock,  Crawford,   Culpeper,    Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Larle,    Eppeu,   Evans,    Farrow,   Fisk   of    Ver- 
mont, I-orney    Forsyth,   Franklin,  Gaston,   Gholaon, 
Glasgow,  Goldsborough,Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Han- 
son, Harris,  Hawes.  Hawkins,    Humphreys.  Hunger- 
ford,  Irring  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent  of  Maryland,   Kerr,   King   of  North   Carolina, 
Leflfert*.  Lowndes.  Macon.  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean    Montgomery,  Moore,  NeUon,  Newton,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Pleasanu,   Khea  of  Tennes.ee,  Roane, 
Sage,    Sevier,    Smith    of    Virginia,     Stuart,    Telfair. 
1  roup.  White.  W.l^on  of  Pennsylvania,   Wright,  and 
I ancey — 71. 

So  the   resolution  was  agreed  to.  and  a  com- 

Ihereof^^^"'"*^'^  ^o   bring  ,n  a  bill  in   pursuance 

^.^''  ^M  ^''^  ^''^  ^""'^^  ^'-  Grosvenor.  Mr. 
'  ^}'-l''°^^30LL,  Mr.  ForsytA.  Mr.  Pear- 
aoN,  and   Mr.  Lewis,  were  appointed   (he  said 
committee. 


Monday,  October  7. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York 
WILLIAM  S.  Smith;  and  Irom  Kentucky.  Sam- 

'i'l      r*^,''"^'  ^PP«^ared.  and  took  their  seats. 

Ihe  b,il  for  extending  the  right  of  suffrage. 
&-C.,  in  the  Missi.ssipp,  Territory,  passed  through 
a  Commmee  ol  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
oe  engrossed  for  a  third  readin^r. 
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H.  or  R. 


According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  the  Cornmiiiee  of  Claims,  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cutis,  of  the 
District  of  Maine,  who  prays  reimbursement  of 
moneys  paid  for  property  purchased  at  a  mar- 
shal's sale,  together  with  c>  sts  and  damages  on 
ihe  recovery  o!  said  property  from  him  by  a  third 
person,  by  due  process  of  law. 

Mr.  KiNQ,  of  Massachusetts,  opposed  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report,  which  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  made  it,  6cc. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  was 
finally  reversed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  so  reported  to  the  House.  It  was  then  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  for  further  consideration. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  OfBce,  on  the 
subject  of  Indian  cessions;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  ibe  table.     Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  October   10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Samuel  Taqgart;  from  Maryland, 
Sa.muel  Ringgold;  from  North  Carolina.  Wil- 
LIA.M  Kennedy;  and  from  Louisiana,  Thomas 
BotLiNO  Robertson  ;  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  joint  resolutions 
"expressive  of  the  sen>-e  of  Congress  of  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  Captain  Thomas  Macdonough. 
the  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry,  acting 
as  marines,  on  board  the  United  Stales'  squadron 
on  Lake  Champlain."  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  resolutions  were  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Commiltee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

An  engrofcsed  bill  further  to  extend  the  right 
of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  was  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oakley, 

Resolved,  That  ihe  Secretary  cf  ihe  Treasury 
be  requested  to  lay  before  ihis  House  a  statement 
of  the  return  of  the  direct  tax  and  the  internal  du- 
ties, established  by  the  several  acts  passed  at  the 
first  session  of  the  present  Congress,  as  far  as  ihe 
same  have  been  received,  showing — 

First,  The  assessment  made  of  houses,  land.--, 
and  slaves,  in  the  several  collection  districts  in 
the  several  States,  and  the  aggregate  of  assess- 
ments in  each  State. 

Secondly.  The  amount  received  on  account  of 
the  direct  tax  from  each  Stale,  and  from  each 
collection  district  in  the  several  Slates. 

Thirdly,  The  amount  received  on  account  of 
each  of  the  said  internal  duties,  disliuguisliing 
the  amount  received  on  account  of  each  from  the 
Stales,  respectively,  and  from  each  collection 
district  in  the  several  Slates. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiltee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  expressive 


of  the  sense  of  Congre^s  of  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Major  General  Brown,  and  Brigadiers  Scott, 
Gaines,  and  Macomb  ;  and,  after  some  time  sj>ent 
therein  the  Committee  ro.se,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inf.irmed  the  Houae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  joint  resolution 
'■empowering  the  Joint  Library  Commitlee  of 
Congress  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's library  ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  United 
Slates  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  taxes,  loans,  and  Treasury  notes,  appear  to  be 
the  resources  on  which  we  must  rely  for  carrying  on 
the  war.  The  product  of  the  first  cannot  be  com- 
manded in  time  to  meet  the  immediate  demands  oq 
the  Treasury.  A  reliance  on  loans,  in  the  present  sit- 
uation of  this  country,  would  be  uncertain  ;  and  the 
terms  on  which  they  would  be  obtained,  not  such  aa 
to  induce  a  resort  to  them  at  the  present  moment. 
Treasury  notes,  combined  with  a  system  of  taxation, 
more  extended  than  the  one  heretofore  adopted,  will 
it  is  believed,  in  the  present  state  of  bank  credit,  be 
found  to  be  a  much  better  resource.  The  want  of  some 
medium,  which,  resting  on  a  firm  and  solid  basis,  may 
unite  public  confidence,  and  have  a  general,  instead  of 
a  local  circulation,  is  now  universally  acknowledged. 
The  stoppage  of  specie  payments  by  the  principal  banka 
of  the  Middle  States  has  embarrassed  greatly  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Treasury,  and,  by  confining  the  circula- 
tion of  notes  to  the  limits  of  the  States  within  which 
they  are  issued,  has  deprived  the  Government  of  all 
the  facilities,  in  the  remittance  of  money,  which  was 
afforded  while  public  confidence  gave  to  bank  notes  a 
general  circulation.  The  notes  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  will  not  be  received  in  Boston  ;  the  notes 
of  Baltimore,  or  of  the  District  fi  Columbia,  will  not 
answer  for  payments  in  Philadelphia.  If,  by  any  new 
modification.  Treasury  notes  could  be  made  to  answer 
the  purposea  of  a  circulating  medium  between  the 
different  States,  they  would  greatly  facilitate  the  oper- 
ations of  Government,  and  free  from  embarrassment 
the  transactions  of  individuals.  To  secure  their  circu- 
lation, it  would  be  necesaary — I.  To  issue  the  notes  in 
sums  sufficiently  small  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
society  ;  2.  To  allow  the  individual  who  holds  them  to 
fund  tbern  at  pleasure  at  any  of  the  loan  offices,  and 
to  receive  their  amount  in  stock  of  the  United  Statea, 
bearing  an  interest  of  8  per  cent. ;  3.  To  make  them 
payable  to  bearer,  and  transferrable  by  delivery  :  4.  To 
make  them  receivable  in  all  payments  for  pubhc  lands 
and  taxes;  6.  To  pledge,  for  the  payment  of  the  inter- 
eat  on  the  amount  issued,  so  much  of  the  internal 
duties  as  shall  be  necessary.  To  prevent  an  accumu- 
lation of  circulating  medium,  the  United  States  to  retain 
the  power,  on  giving  six  months'  notice,  of  redeeming 
them  wrth  specie,  or  exchanging  for  them  stock,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  8  per  tent.  If  these  provisions  are 
adopted,  and    Uxes   imposed,   which   shall   manifest 
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«-Vl«iirly  the  ability  of  the  Government  to  raeet  its  en- 
•;  g^iJements,  our  present  difficulties  will  vanish,  confi- 
i»d«ycc  be  rertored,  and  the  capital,  hoarded  by  avarice, 
VoVJlocked  up  from  [timidity,  will  be  again  restored  to 
*'th;(  accustomed  chjinneis  of  circulation.     In  present- 
\ini  additional  objects  of  taxation,  care  has  been  taken 
i>iu^elect  sriclj  as  wi3l  bear  equally  on  every  portion  of 
ythi  community.     lu  Europe,  the  price  of  agricultural 
T'yr^ducta  is  not  materially  affected  by  a  state  of  war ; 
f^fcl  produce  of  the  earth  is  there  consumed  within  the 
Yjcc  intry,  in  peace  and  in  war.     The  situation  of  the 
^yUnited  States  is  totally  different.     With  an  extensive 
^nU  fertile  country,  and  a  small  population,  compared 
^^ofhc  extrn'of  our  territory,  we  have  annually  a  large 
Spujplus  to  etport  to  foreign  markets,  over  and  above 
jJj^Uat  IS  necessary  for  consumption.     On  the  export  of 
tth(|s  surplus,  which  is  cut  off  by  war,  depends  in  a  great 
t  Jetree  the  ability  of  the  farmer  to  meet  taxes.     While, 
NJjoj'.ever,    w»r  depresses  the    agricultural   interest,  it 
^.ji>##'8  vigor  to  various  manufactures.     By  destroying 
Xill' foreign  competition,  the  war  has  brought  many  of 
^thfse  manufactures  to  a  state  of  perfection,  which  will 
f  je<*".ire  their  successful   prosecution,  even  after  peace 
£«h4il  be  restored.     In  times  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
V  w^j  must  api  eal  to  the  patriotism  of  every  class  of  our 
ijtitizens.      These  establishments,  under  the  fostering 
^^alidof  the  (iovernment,  have  grown  to  maturity,  and 
^^1  not  hesitate  to  bear,  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
jMCsts,  their  pc-rtion  of  the  taxes  necessary  to  maintain, 
..<ytjlmpaired,  that  character  for  punctuality  and  good 
^a^h  for  which  the  American  Government  has  hereto- 
^o^  been  distinguished.      Several  of  these  manufac- 
jJ^u'Vs  have  been  selected  as  proper  subjects  of  taxation  ; 
J(4in^  it  is  proposed  to  unite  with  the  taxes  a  pledge  of 
plh<,  public  faith  for  the  continuance  of  the  double  duties 
'Wniil  the  tax  shall  be  repealed. 

*J  i'he  committee  deem  it  unnecessary,  at  present,  to 
■jrJsent  any  view  of  the  expenditures  for  the  next  year, 
eufcrving  a  report  on  that  subject  until  the  estimates 
rclju  the  Trea>ury  shall  be  forwarded.  Confining, 
h^efore,  this  report  to  the  additional  taxes  necessary 
oi^  the  support  of  the  public  credit,  they  submit  the 
:ioljowing  resolutions: 

;•    1    Resolved,   That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  the 

^  aii^fct  tax,  and  to  increase  the  same  50  per  cent. 

\  i    1-   Rexo/ved,    That  it  is  expedient  to    increase   the 

f  iJaV  on  spirits  distilled,  by  an  additional  duty  of  12^ 

■  iei^u  on  the  gallon. 

K    a.   ResoheJ,    That  it  is  expedient  to  add    100  per 

**eSt  on  th^  present  duty  on  sales  at  auction. 

\   |.  Resoived,  That  it  is  expedient  to  add  50  j>er  cent. 

ip  Jhe  preKont  duty  on  the  conveyance  of  papers  and 
'  fetfers. 

\'  ,•(.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  impose  a  duty 
►s'nUhe  following  articles,  viz:  manufactured  tobacco 
f  ir|  snuir,  in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer ;  candles, 
^M  Mow  and  spermaceti;  haU;  cotton  yarn,  spun  by 
ith«i(  aid  of  machinery,  worked  by  stearn  or  water; 
Iksjpier;  pig  iron  ;  castings;  bar.  rolled,  and  slit  iron, 
l>nt  on  nails  made  by  the  aid  of  machinery ;  on  furni- 
.tuif  above  a  cerUin  value,  except  beds,  bedding,  and 
Jvrllcles  of  domestic  manufacture,  in  the  hands  of  the 
I4w|ier  ;  beer,  ale.  and  porter,  in  the  hands  of  the  man- 
^Bfa^turer ;  boots  and  shoes,  above  a  certain  price,  in 
j;^«;hands  of  ihe  manufacturer;  on  plated  harness,'  in 

^Jiejhands  of  the  owner;  on  vats  for  the  manufacture 
'V  t*!'^"" '  *^"  saddles  and  bridles,  above  a  certain  price, 
jii  rte  hands  of  the  owner;  on  gold  and  siver  watches,' 
"  e  hands  of  the  owner ;  on  pleasure  horses,  kept 


exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage  ;  on  playing  cards ; 
and  on  lotteries. 

Estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  proposed  increase,  and 
of  the  new  duties. 

Fifty  per  cent  on  the  direct  tax         -         -  $1,500,000 
Additional  duty  on  distilled  spirits    -         -     3,000,000 
One  hundred  per  cent  on  the  present  auc- 
tion duties 150,000 

Fifty  per  cent,  on  postage         -         -         -        260,000 
Manufactured  tobacco  and  snuff,  10,000,- 

000  of  pounds,  averaged  at  4  cents         •        400,000 
Candles  of  tallow,  6,000,000  of  pounds,  at 

2  cents 120,000 

Spermaceti  and  white  wax,  400,000  pounds, 

at  10  cents 40,000 

Hats  :  on  beaver  $1,  castors  75  cents,  and 
rorums  25  cents,  payable  by  manufac- 
turers   •     600,000 

Cotton  yarn,  spun  by  aid  of  machinery, 
worked  by  steam  or  water  ;  400,000  spin- 
dles, at  25  cents 100,000 

Leather :  sole,  neats,  harness,  calf,  horse, 
and  hog,  kip  and  seal  skin;  18,000,000 
of  pounds,  averaged  at  3  cents  -  -  540,000 
Goat  and  sheep  skins  tanned  with  sumack 
or  otherwise,  to  resemble  Spanish  leather, 
at  50  cents  per  dozen  ;  and  all  other  skins 
tanned  with  alum,  averaged  at  3  cents 

per  pound 60,000 

Iron,  300,000  tons  pig,  at  $1     -         -         -        300,000 
One  hundred   thousand  tons  of    castings, 

at  $1  50 150,000 

One  hundred  thousand  tons  of  bar,  rolled, 

and  slit  iron,  at  $1         -         -         -         -         100,000 
On  beer,  ale,  and  porter ;  6,000,000  gallons, 

at  1  cent 60,000 

Furniture    tax,    excluding    beds,   bedding, 
kitchen  furniture,  carpets  and  curtains  of 
domestic  manufacture,  and   family  pic- 
tures ;  and  excluding  also  from  the  oper- 
ation of  the  tax  every  person  whose  fur- 
niture, exclusive  of  the  above   articles, 
does  not  amount  to  $200.     The  estimate 
is  made  on  a  supposition  that  the  United 
States  contains  800,000  families.     Fam- 
ilies exempt,  as  possessing  less  than  $200 
worth  of  furniture,  259,000.      Families 
owning  to  the  amount  of  between — 
$200  and  $400,  300,000,  at    $1 
400  and     600,  100.000,  at       1  50 
600  and  1.000,    75,000,  at 
25.000,  at 
15.000,  at 
10.000,  at 
10,000,  at 
10,000,  at 
5,000,  at 
1,900,  at 


1 
3 
6 
10 
17 
28 
4.0 
75 
100 


300,000 
150,000 
225,000 
150,000 
150,000 
170,000 
280,000 
457,000 
375.000 
10,000 


lie 


1,000  and  1,500, 
1.500  and  2,000, 
2,000  and  3,000, 
3,000  and  4.000, 
4.000  and  6.000, 
6,000  and  9,000, 
Above  9,000, 
Boots  :    white-top,  and  full-dress  military 

boots;   100,000  pairs,  at  75  cents  -         -  75,000 

Other  boots  or  bootees,  of  the  value  of  .$8  ; 

250,000  pairs,  at  50  cents      -         -  -         125,000 

Boots  or  bootees,  not  less  than  $5  in  value, 
and  not  exceeding  $8  ;  500,000  pairs,  at 

25  cents 125,000 

Fine    shoes,  above    the  value  of   $1    75  ; 

1,000,000  pairs,  at  10  cents  .         -         -         100,000 
Plated  harness,  in  the  bands  of  the  owner; 
50,000  pairs,  at  $2        -         -         -         -        100,000 
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October,  1814. 


Negotiations  for  Peace. 


H.  or  R. 


On  the  manufacture  of  paper:  on  vats  ex- 
exclusively  employed  in  making  white 
paper.  $50  ;  on  vats  employed  in  making 
part  white  and  part  brown,  $30  ;  on  vats 
exclusively  employed  in  making  brown 
paper.  $15;— 2,000  vaU  averaged  -  30,000 

On  nails  made  by  the  aid  of  machinery, 

20,000,000  of  pounds,  at  1  cent     -         -        200,000 
On  saddles  under  $10  value,  50  cents  ;  over 
$  1 0  and  under  $  1 5,  75  cenU  ;  and  above 
the  value  of  $15,  $1      -         -         -         -         100,000 
On  bridles  of  less  value  than  $2,  10  cents  ; 
$2  and    under  $5,   20  cents;    $5  and 
under  $10.  40  cents  ;  above  $10,  $1      -         100,000 
On  pleasure  horses,  kept  exclusively  for  the 
saddle,  $1  ;  horses  kept  exclusively  for 
the  carriage,  $1  50       ...         -         150,000 
On  gold  watches,  250,000,  at  $2        -         -         500,000 
On  silver  watches,  250,000,  at  $1     -         -        250,000 
On  playing  cards,  400,000  packs,  at  25  cti.         100,000 
On  lotteries,  a  per  centum  on  the  amount  -  50,000 


Total $11,635,000 

Add  the  revenue  for  1815,  as  estimated  by 

the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury         -         -10,800,000 


Making  for  1815  a  revenue  of 


$22,435,000 


NEGOTIATIONS  FOR  PEACE. 

The  following  Mesi^age  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  lay  before  Congress  communications  just  received 
from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  charg- 
ed with  negotiating  peace  with  Great  Britain  ;  show- 
ing the  conditions  on  which  alone  that  Government 
is  willing  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

The  instructions  to  those  Plenipotentiaries,  disclos- 
ing the  grounds  on  which  they  were  authorized  to 
negotiate  and  conclude  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  will  be  the 
subject  of  another  communication. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washikoto!*,  October  10,  1814. 

The  Mes.'-age  and  communications  were  refer- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  that  five  thousand  copies 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  resoluimn  by  inserting  "  ten  thousand  copies" 
in  the  place  of  "five  thousand."  He  said  he  was 
persuaded  the  information  communicated  in  the 
Message  had  awakened  hut  one  feeling  through- 
out  the  House,  and  stamped  the  same  impression 
on  every  member.  It  had  always  been  his  opin- 
ion that  it  became  not  this  Government  to  stand 
on  idle,  frivolous  etiquette,  but  to  speak  to  the 
enemy,  if  indeed  we  desired  to  convert  him  lo  a 
friend,  to  speak  lo  him  frankly,  plainly,  and  di- 
rectly, to  the  end  that  all  ground  for  his  doubling 
our  sincerity  might  be  removed.  He  trusted  thai 
it  would  appear  that  our  Commissioners  had 
been  instructed  so  to  speak,  and  that  they  had  so 
sfoken.  If.  then,  on  fair  and  honorable  terms 
proposed,  England  should  have  denied  U3  peace; 
if  other  and  new  claims  h^d  been  set  up;  if  she 
has  aitempted  to  aouex  degrading  and  bumili- 


ating  conditions;  if  she  has  presumed  to  trench 
upon  our  ascertained  rights  as  hiiheno  acknowl- 
edged and  enjoyed,  from  that  moment  Mr.  H.'s 
determination  had  long  since  been  formed  to 
unite  in  supporting  the  most  vigorous  system  of 
honorable  war,  with  the  hope  of  bringing  the 
enemy  to  a  sense  of  justice.  Mr.  H.  was  satisfied 
that  nothing  more  was  necessary  to  make  the 
war  national  than  to  convince  the  people  that  an 
honest  and  fair  effort  had  been  made  to  obtain 
peace,  and  it  had  been  denied  upon  terms  mutu- 
ally honorable.  From  that  moment  it  ceased  to 
be  a  party  war,  and  of  necessity  became  national. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  too  well  knew  the  party  with 
which  it  had  been  his  pride  and  happiness  to  act. 
to  doubt  ol  their  determining  to  bear  a  just  share 
of  the  sacrifices  to  be  incurred  in  defending  the 
honor  of  the  nation  in  a  war  that  becomes  just. 
Forgetting,  as  far  as  possible,  their  objections  to 
the  Administration;  stifling  their  complaints  as 
far  as  might  be  against  the  party  that  supports  it; 
sacrificing  all  minor  considerations;  endeavoring 
to  bury  in  oblivion  the  numerous  wrongs  inflicted 
upon  iheir  parly;  omitting,  to  every  proper  ex- 
lent,  a  retrospect  of  the  past,  and  looking  to  the 
present  and  the  future,  for  the  purpose  of  stannch- 
ing  the  bleeding  wounds  of  their  country,  they 
would  stand  forth  in  this  her  hour  of  peril,  ia 
asserting  and  maintaining  her  established  rights 
and  honor.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  while  we  have 
ever  been  ready  to  sacrifice  our  political  feelings 
upon  the  altar  of  our  country,  the  sacred  duly  we 
owe  to  it  will  require  of  us  never  to  cease  insist- 
ing on  a  reform  in  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  ihe  choice  of  honorable  and  enlight- 
ened men,  competent  to  conduct  its  affairs  in  a 
crisis  so  awful.  Unfortunately  for  the  country, 
ihe  character  of  the  men  who  now  directed  its 
destinies  was  not  of  this  description ;  nor  did  ihey 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  said  ihat  ii  was 
not  necessary  for  him  on  this  occasion  to  reiterate 
the  sentiments  of  his  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Han- 
son) His  friend,  he  was  confident,  had  expressed 
ihe  feelings  and  opinions  of  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  he  was  accustomed  to  act,  on  the  nature 
and  character  of  ihe  demands  and  pretensions  of 
the  British  Government,  as  developed  in  the  de- 
spatches just  read  to  the  House.  He  did  not  hesi- 
tate, in  the  fullest  manner,  lo  declare,  that  those 
demands  and  pretensions  were  utterly  inadmissi- 
ble under  any  circumstances.  But,  Mr.  O.  said, 
while  he  made  this  declaration,  and  while  he  felt, 
in  common  with  all  gentlemen,  the  conviciioa 
that  there  could  be  but  one  sentiment  in  the 
nation,  as  lo  the  necessity  of  resisting,  by  all  the 
means  in  our  power,  the  unjust  and  arrogant 
claims  of  the  enemy,  he  iell  bound  lo  remark, 
that  he  could  never  forget  by  whom  and  upon 
what  grounds  the  nation  had  been  involved  in 
this  war,  upon  the  issue  of  which  were  now  staked 
the  essential  rights  and  honor  of  the  country. 
The  character  given  by  the  enemy  lo  the  war, 
had  put  at  hazard  these  rights  and  that  honor, 
and  they  must  now  be  vindicated  at  an  incalcu- 
lable expense  of  treasure  and  tlood.    Mr.  0.  said 
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Honort  to  the  Brace — Library  far  Congress. 


October,  1814. 


Haf»probaiioh  of  the  nation,  they  must  have  been  .       *  »c  ic.-.uiuiiuu.i  mua  auicuutru,   were  orae 
Ppirepared   to  abandon    sonie   of  the   grounds  on    to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — Ayes  93. 
liW^ich  It  hjad   been  declared.     Their  conduct  in  ' 
L'tKe  late  negotiation  could   not  be  nronerlv  eui- I  LIBRARY  FOR  CONGRESS. 


[pKe  late  nttgotiation  could   not  be  properly  esti 

f^ngated  uniii  the  instructions  to  our  Comrnission- 

i^ej^  are  laid: before  the  House.     This,  Mr.  O.  said, 

*jh|if  perceived  was  to  be  done.     It  would  then  ap- 

^;poar  how  far  they  had  thought  it  inaporiant  to 

i^nc^intain  the  grounds  on  which  they  had  deeraed 

^'itjexpedient  to  commence  a  war;  the  conclusion 

f 'jo^which  was  nol  now  within  their  control,  and 

!aftpeared  to  be  removed  to  a  hopeless  distance. 

'\   |Mr.  O.  said,  it  was  indispensable  to  the  safety 

>0|,  the  nation,  that  its  affairs,  at  this  awful  crisis, 

•  sSould  be  committed  to  the  management  of  men 

i'^no  could  reasopably  be  expected  to  unite  the 

iJCpofidence  of  tht  nation;  and  who,  when  they 

J.'h$d  compeilled  tbe  enemy  to  abandon  his  unjust 

Ji.ai^d  insulfijig  preten.sions,  would  not  throw  new 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Li- 
brary Committee  of  Congress  to  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Samuel  H.  Smith, 
Esq..  offering  the  library  to  Congress  on  their 
own  terms  and  their  own  time  of  payment,  to 
replace  in  some  degree  the  loss  sustained  lo  this 
respect  by  the  recent  invasion,  was  read.  The 
letter  states  that  the  collection  has  been  the  work 
of  fifty  years  and  of  great  care  and  attention  (and 
said  to  consist  of  ten  thousand  volumes)— a  col- 
lection which  he  had  designed,  at  his  death,  to 
have  offered  the  refusal  of  to  Congress — but  this 
intention,  the  letter  states,  is  hastened  by  the  re- 


li obstacles  in  the  way  of  peace,  by  setting  up  any  cent  events,  as  tlie  few  years  yel  left  to  him 
jluiwarrantible  claims  on  our  part.  He  would  would  afford  him  but  a  barren  use  of  this  exten- 
wttfl  gentlewen  in  sober  earnestness,  that  a  war  j  sive  and  valuable  library.— [Fur  which  letter  see 
5i\i^ich,  to  be  successful,  must  be  waged  by  the    Senate  Proceedings,  ante  page  24.] 

(riuVlted     meinS     and      vnmr     nf    tho     nation       /</miM    I  Af't<ip     niiinK     .Ic.  i.l  1^...   -„... .. 

f?nJ»ver  be  conducted  I 
l)Pt;rty  Adralnistraiion 


d    me*ns   and    vigor   of  the   nation,   could  '      After   much  desultory  conversation,  as  to  the 
be  conducted  to  an   honorable   issue  by  a  '  value  of  this  library,  the  nature  of  the  selection 


«tc.,  the  Committee  rose  (in  order,  apparently,  to 


,i 


t< 


^J    Besides  the  above  remarks  of  Mr.  Hanson  and  |  give  further  time  lo  the  members  to  examine  the 
pMr.  Oaklky,  which   are   reported   with  critical  j  catalogue)  and  obtained  leave  lo  sit  again. 

I^ctfjrectness;  a  few  remarks    were   made   by  Mr.  

I^FaHSYTH.  h[  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Wright,  ol  Ma- 

:,Ty|and,  the  first  acquiescing  in    Mr.   Hanson's  Wednesday,  October  12. 

^'TO:->tion,  and  the  second  approving  the  spirit  of  |      Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from   the  Com- 
jWh*  remarkt  of  Mr.  H.,  his  colleague.  I  mittee  of  Naval  Affairs,  reported  without  araend- 

•  ,   -The  moijion  to, print  tea  ihousand  copies  was  |  ment  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  in  honor  of 
i  ^I'eed  to.  '  .  Captain  Macdonough,  his  officers  and  crew  ;  and 

they    were   made   the  order  of  the  day  for    to- 
morrow. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
enteriamed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which 
the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States 
has  been  sustained  by  Generals  Brown,  Scott, 
Gaines,  Ripley,  and  Miller,  of  ihe  Army,  and 
General  P.  B.  Porter  ol  :he  New  York  militia, 
and  General  Mucomb  of  the  Army,  were  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  same  lor  amendment ;  alleging,  as  a  rea- 
son therefor,  that  the  amendments  which  had 
been  incorporated  in  the  resolutions  afforded  a 
strong  objection  to  their  passage. 

After  a  debate  of  about  two  hours,  the  raotioD 
of  .Mr.  Oakley  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  a  joint 
resolution  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British 


'  ■    Tuesday,  October  11. 

i\  ^Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
|iA^RAHA.M  Hasbrouck.  appeared,  and   took   his 

pSf^lt. 

i\  YVhe  Spt-AKER  J)resentcd  a  petition  from  Peter 
||LT*ndais,  pjaying  to  be  paid  his  share  of  prize 
rnfcney  for!  British  vessels  captured  during  the 
♦  '.Rifcvolution'dry  War  by  the  American  frigate 
[;JtlV*?  Alliarice,  under  his  command. — Laid  on  ihe 
I  ;t%'ole. 

\:    ^  CONORS  TO  THE  BRAVE. 

?  ■  ^The  Ho<ise  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
i.-n£ltee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolutions  eipres- 
I  si/e  of  the  "sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the 
i  g;^llantry  apd  good  conduct  with  which  the  repu- 
J.t^ion  of  tbe  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been 
♦*sii.tained  by  Major  Generals  Brown.  Scott,  and 
Inclines,  an(|  Brigadier  General  Macomb.  These 
iJr^'Jolutionslwere  yesterday  amended  in  commit- 
..|tA<i  by  the  jn^rtion  of  the  names  of  Generals  P. 
?iE^  Porter,  Itipley,  and  Miller.  These  amend 
■jiff.^aits  wero,  after considerabl 


i 


i?K;^th/H 'r  ^''^'■^^"^'derable  debate,  confirmed  sloop  of  war  L'Eperv.er  by  the  Peacock  ;  which 
iuk  rL^Tnf  n  /"°'"''°"  ^PP/«l^^'0'y  of  resolve  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
fMi^  coDdu(|t  ol  Brigadier  General  Macomb  was  j  miuee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
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October,  1814. 


Honor  to  the  Brave— Battle  on  Lake  Champlain. 


H.opR. 


The  order  of  the  day  on  Mr.  Jackson's  motion 
to  amend  the  Constitution  having  been  called 
up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
further  con>-ideration  of  the  same  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

Thursday.  October  13. 

Mr.  Eppes.  of  Virginia,  gave  notice  that  he 
should  to-morrow  call  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  ihe  additional 
taxes. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  called  up  the  re- 
port for  this  day,  bui  ihe  House  overruled  his 
motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cooper,  of  New  York,  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  instructing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  make  a  report  to  the  House,  of  the 
claims  of  the  several  Slates  and  Territories  for 
moneys  advanced  in  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
militia  ofany  Slate  or  Territory,  heretofore  called 
out  under  the  authority  of  such  State  or  Terri- 
tory, for  the  purpo^  of  repelling  invasion  or  de- 
fending it  from  the  incursion  of  the  enemy — 
specifying  what  calls,  if  any,  have  not  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
distinguishing  the  items  which,  under  existing 
laws,  may  be  adjusted  and  settled,  and  such  also 
as  cannot  be  settled  without  legislative  provision. 

HONOR  TO  THE  BRAVE. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  the  resolutions,  yesterday  re- 
ferred 10  them,  in  the  following  amended  form  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Vnited  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Major  General  Brown,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, for  tbeir  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  suc- 
cessive battles  of  Chippewa,  Niagara,  and  Erie,  in 
Upper  Canada,  in  which  British  veteran  troops  were 
beaten  and  repulsed  by  equal  or  inferior  numbers,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be  requested  to 
cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  these 
triumphs,  and  presented  to  Major  General  Brown. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  with 
suitable  emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  to  Major 
General  Scott,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  Congrejs  of  his  distinguished  services  in  the 
Buccessive  conflicU  of  Chippewa  and  Niagara,  and  of 
his  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  sustaining 
the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  Stales. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  silver  medals  to  be  struck,  with 
■uitable  emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  lo  Briga- 
dier General  Ripley,  Brigadier  General  Miller,  and 
brigadier  General  I'orter.  in  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  their  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  the  several  conflicts  of  Chippewa, 
Niagara,  and  Erie. 

Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Brigadier  General  Gaines,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  defeat- 
ing the  enemy  at  Erie, on  the  ITnh  of  August,  r-pelling 
with  great  .^laughter  the  attack  of  a  British  veteran 
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army  superior  in  numbers,  and  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal 
to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  this  triumph,  and  pre- 
sented to  Brigadier  General  Gaines. 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Brigadier  General  Macomb, 
and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  de- 
feating the  enemy  at  Platuburg,  on  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, repelling  with  1,500  men,  aided  by  a  body  of 
mihtia  and  volunteers  from  New  York  and  Vermont, 
a  British  veteran  army  greatly  superior  in  number,' 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be  re- 
quested to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  emble- 
matical of  this  triumph,  and  presented  to  Brigadier 
General  Macomb. 

No  debate  took  place  on  this  report,  except  a 
few  words  on  the  subject  of  an  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Gholson,  which  he  afterwards 
withdrew. 

The  report  was  accepted  without  opposition, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  and  last  time  to- 
day. [But,  before  it  could  be  engrossed  for  that 
purpose,  the  House  had  adjourned.] 

THE  BATTLE  ON  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  of 
Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  resolutions  from  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  impor- 
tance and  brilliancy  of  the  decisive  victory  ob- 
tained by  Commodore  Thomas  Macdonough  and 
his  brave  officers  and  men. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  said,  before  the 
question  was  taken  upon  the  resolutions,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  a  few  remarks.    Whatever,  said 
he.  may  be  the  difference  of  opinion  among  us,  as 
to   the   manner  or   the   measure  of  approbation 
which  we  will  bestow  upon  our  land  officers  and 
soldiers,  I  believe  there  is  but  one  sentiment  as  to 
our  seamen.     Fortunately   for  our  country,  the 
occasions  of  just  and  honorable  eulogium  upon 
them   have  been  so  frequent,  that  the  practice  is 
fully   settled,  the  precedents   completely  estab- 
lished.   The  subject  of  the  resolutions  beiore  you, 
is  the  victory  obtained  by  Commodore  Macdon- 
ough and  his  gallant  comrades  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  over  a  superior  British  squadron,  on  the 
memorable  11th  of  September  last — a  victory  in 
itself  equal  to  any  one  which  has  been  uchieved 
by  our  navy;  in  its  consequences  certainly  sur- 
passed by  none.     A  view  of  the  relative  strength 
of  the  two  squadrons  will  convince  us  that  this 
victory  was  in  itself  equal  to  any  one  which  has 
preceded  it.     It  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  in 
almost  every  particular,  perhaps  in  every  one, 
the  advantage  was  on   the  side  of  the  enemy. 
The  action  was  commenced  by  him  in  the  lullest 
confidence  of  success.     He  chose  his  own  time; 
he  look  his  own  distance;  he  was  animated  by 
ihe  presence  of  a  great  army,  spectators  of  the 
contest.     He  was   stimulated    by   that  spirit  of 
emulation  which  never  ceases  to  exist  between 
the  Army  and  Navy.     He  had  every  reason  lo 
believe  that,  upon  the  successful  issue  of  ihe  naval 
contest,  depended  the  successful  issue  of  the  cam- 
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i*»t«|gn.  TIpus  situated,  and  thus  wrought  upon 
•toy;  motives  so  powerful,  he  would  probably  have 
i'b|;fn  sucoeijsful  bad  lie  not  been  opposed  by  men 
j^afcjuated  by  feeliggs  of  a  character  somewhat  dif- 
pfti'ent,  but  perhaps  of  still  more  powerful  influ- 
J^eMce.  Thf  Americans  were,  in  every  sense  of 
\i  t^e  word,  fighting  for  their  country.     That  coun- 

Mvy  wa-  liHely  tc  fall  under  one  of  the  severest 
ft  scourges  to  which  any  country  can  be  exposed. 
!•.  I'.Se  City  ^f  Washington  had  just  before  fallen 
iJi-prey  to  the  invaders — there  was  good  reason  to 

\  l^lieve  thart  Baltimore  was  on  the  eve  of  destruc- 
ti  tit/D — perhaps  destroyed.  The  determination  to 
\\  lay  waste  and  destroy  all  the  assailable  parts  of 
;i  our  country  liad  been  announced  in  form.  A  fe- 
?' r<(ciou?  dftermipatioD,  sir !  Adopted,  we  are  as- 
;j  sured,  at  the  special  instance  of  the  Governor  of 
p  Canada.  A  combination  of  more  powerful  in- 
»^  c^rntives  to  exer»ion  has  seldom  addressed  itself 
^  tp  the  human  mind.  Under  its  influence  our 
f\  brave  countrymen  fought;  and  under  its  inHu- 
i\  ejtice  they  conquered.  The  consequences  of  their 
l!  V'Ctory  are  known  to  all  united  America.  To 
I'  Incite  them  would  be  supertiuous;  I  shall  not  un- 
5  4trtake  it,  sir.  All  I  ask  is,  and  1  ask  it  with 
L  pleasure,  because  I  am  sure  I  shall  receive  it.  the 
fl  tindivided  seniirpent  of  this  House  in  favor  of  the 
»■;   rjesolutionp. 

5-.  \  No  oppositioti  or  amendment  being  made,  the 
^1  wsolutiona  were  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
f';  <fered  to  a  third  reading;  and  were  accordingly 
f  *  ijiad  a  third  tinne,  and  passed  by  an  unanimous 
iote. 

EMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  jNew  York,  from   the  select  com- 
littee  to  whom;ihe  subject  was  referred,  reported 
the  following  bi'Il : 
,M    k  bill  for  the  temporary  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
t't    r{  crnment  from  the  City  of  Washington. 

fV  *.  Be  it  enacted  Ity  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepre- 
!^  f^ntaiives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
•<  ifress  as»embUd,  That,  within  twenty  days  from  and 
^*  »ller  the  passing  of  ibia  act,  all  the  offices  attached  to 
•'$  |he  Seal  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 
f^     \>9  removeil,  under  the  direction  of  the  respective  hold- 

!?    ^rs  thereol  from  the  City  of  Washington  to ,  in 

^    ihe  Stato  df ■,  and  there  opened  for  the  transaction 

?•     W  public  business. 

;|    *■  8sc.  'i.  And  be.  it  further  enacted.  That,  within  the 

h^    Aud  twenty  day*,  from   and  after  the  passing  of  this 

I?     ^ct,  Congress  sh^ll  adjourn  for days,  to  meet  at 

•'.{    |he   ex p' ration  of  the  said  days,  at ,  in  the 

"  ,  then    and   there  to  finish  the  session  of 

ongress. 

d  Si  it  further  enacted.  That,  within  the 
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.^  State  of 

*^  (he  present  C 

;»  '    Sec.  3.   An 

^f  iaid  twenty  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Seat 

Sv  M  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall,  by  vir- 


i 

5? 


■  * 

I 


3lue  of  thu  act.  be  transferred  to  the  said ,  in  the 

^tate  of  ^ — ,  ^rid  shall  continue  and  remain  there, 
/or  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  be- 
j^ween  the  Uniteo  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  until 
(he  commi'ncemfnt  of  the  next  besfion  of  Congress 
#fter  the  ti;rmina{ion  of  the  war  aforesaid. 
*    Sic  4.   And  h^  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  defray • 

«ng  the  eipensft;  of  such   removal,  the  sum   of 

7L)uiand  dollart  Is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  |  ample  security  against  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 


of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

8x0.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  first 
session  of  Congress  to  be  held  after  the  termination  of 
the  present  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  shall  be  held  at  the  City  of  Washington,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which  place  the  public 
offices  attached  to  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  shall,  at  the  commencement  of  the  said 
session,  together  with  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  be  transferred  ;  and,  from  and  after 
that  time,  shall  cease  to  be  held  or  exercised  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  having  objected  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  reject  the 
bill,  and  thereon  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  reason  he  assigned  for  it  was,  that  instead  of 
being  engaged  on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  the 
House  ought  to  be  engaged  in  matters  of  high 
importance,  in  which  the  destinies  of  the  nation 
are  involved.  He  would  call  the  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  the  despatches  from  Europe,  which, 
lie  thought,  would  clearly  indicate  that  other  ob- 
jects than  this  ought  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Grosvenor.  of  New  York,  said  he  most 
sincerely  regretted  that  this  course  had  been  taken 
with  the  bill.  If  gentlemen  were  friends  to  this 
District,  if  they  wished  the  question  decided  in 
such  a  way  as  would  quiet  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District,  they  ought  to  refrain  from 
pushing  this  question  now,  when  many  were  ab- 
sent who  did  not  expect  it  to  come  on.  If.  when 
all  the  members  were  present,  there  should  appear 
to  be  a  majority  against  the  bill,  the  question 
would  be  fairly  settled  ;  but  a  surprise  of  this  sort 
could  not  decide  it.  The  question  was  one,  he 
said,  of  trying  importance,  not  only  to  the  Dis- 
trict, but  to  other  part^  of  the  naliuo.  It  ought 
to  be  decided  by  a  full  vote.  Until  it  was  so  set- 
tled, if  against  removal,  there  is  not  one  citizen 
who  ou^ht  to  have  confidence  in  the  permanence 
of  the  Seat  of  Government.  Gentlemen  ought 
to  deal  liberally,  and  let  the  business  take  the  usual 
course.  If  this  course  wa><  taken,  the  real  ques- 
tion would  not  be  decided,  but  would  be  subject 
to  continual  agitation. 

Mr.  F'oRSYTH,  of  Georgia,  said,  so  far  as  he  was 
personally  concerned,  he  denied  the  imputation  of 
intending  to  obtain  a  vote  by  surprise;  he  was  not 
operated  upon  by  any  such  consideration.  He 
was  not,  he  said,  peculiarly  a  friend  to  the  people 
of  this  District ;  it  was  not  on  their  account  he 
was  opposed  to  the  bill.  It  was  the  intrinsic  im- 
portance of  this  question  to  the  nation  at  large, 
that  demanded  his  atteulioo.  It  was  necessary 
this  que>tion  ^hould  be  settled,  and  promptly  set- 
tled. He  had  no  idea  that  any  member  could  be 
taken  by  surprise,  and  he  was  indeed  surprised  at 
the  remark.  This  question  had  been  amply  dis- 
cussed, and  there  was  nothing  to  be  said  on  the 
subject,  dec.  By  referring  to  the  bill,  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  bill  could  not  possil.ly  pass,  and 
the  Seat  of  Government  be  removed  within  thirty 
days  ;  before  which  time  the  season  would  afford 
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By  that  time  all  the  arguments  which  had  been 
urged  in  favor  of  a  removal  would  be  done  away 
by  the  rigor  of  theseasun.  As  to  personal  incon- 
venience from  sitting  here,  he  did  not  believe  any 
gentleman  could  or  would  be  influenced  by  mo- 
lives  of  that  character.  There  was  now  no  rea- 
son for  removal.  If  reasons  should  hereafter  oc- 
cur, it  would  be  then  time  enough  for  Congress 
to  remove. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  said  he  very  much  re- 
gretted that  this  motion  had  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  The  principles 
of  this  bill  had  been  more  than  once  before  the 
House,  who  had  decided  in  favor  of  the  removal  ; 
and  it  could  not  be  expected  ihey  were  now  pre- 
pared to  reject  the  bill.  The  exposure  of  this 
place  and  the  expen.<e  of  sitting  here  were  as 
great  now  as  they  had  been  before.  As  to  the 
argument  that  time  will  render  this  place  secure, 
Mr.  F.  said  he  would  answer  the  gentleman,  for 
the  enemy,  as  a  French  marshal  had  once  replied 
to  some  such  remark,  that  he  would  not  consult 
the  enemy  as  to  the  time  or  place  of  meeting  him. 
Mr.  F.  said  we  were  now  situated  four  hundred 
miles  from  the  most  important  seat  of  war,  with 
which  daily  and  expeditious  communication  was 
all-imporjant,  as  well  to  the  facility  of  supplies 
as  to  the  combination  of  movement  and  action, 
&c.  The  increase  of  expense  thus  incurred,  he 
said,  amounted  to  a  greater  sum  than  would  the 
cost  of  removal  of  ihe  public  offices  to  Philadel- 
phia or  New  York.  To  brave  all  these  inconve- 
niences merely  in  consideration  of  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  District,  would  be  to  pervert 
the  Constitutional  provision  which  gives  Con- 
gress exclusive  legislation  over  the  District,  and 
instead  of  that,  would  be  giving  to  the  District 
the  control  over  Congress.  Mr.  F.  said  he  viewed 
the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  this  District  with 
the  same  consideration  as  he  did  those  of  all  other 
citizens;  but  they  had,  he  presumed,  too  much 
good  sense  and  patriotism  to  ask  Congress,  merely 
out  of  regard  to  their  personal  views,  to  compro- 
mit  the  national  interests.  They  were  not  to  be 
ruined,  either,  by  a  permanent  removal;  for  the 
bill  itself  provided  for  the  return  of  Congress  to 
this  place  after  the  war.  Congress  would  be 
equally  exposed,  and  require  the  same  expendi- 
ture for  their  protection,  at  every  session  during 
the  war  as  they  were  now.  Gentlemen  had  said 
the  enemy  would  not  come  here  now,  because 
they  could  find  no  object.  It  had  been  supposed 
that  the  enemy  could  have  no  object  in  coming 
here  before,  but  he  had  come.  Was  it  not  neces- 
sary, not  only  that  the  members  should  feel  them- 
selves secure  from  personal  danger,  but  also  from 
fear  of  interruption  ?  Should  not  the  creditors  of 
the  Government  be  satisfied  of  the  safety  of  Con- 

fress?  And  when  we  speak  of  them,  said  Mr. 
'.,  let  us  not  pass  them  over  with  a  bare  men- 
tion. On  whom  must  we  rely  for  the  support  of 
our  finances — for  the  sinews  to  carry  on  the  war  ? 
Where  are  the  moneyed  men?  Are  they  here? 
He  meant  by  this  no  invidious  distinctions.     The 

gentleman   from   North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macon) 
«d  the  other  day   called   the  attention  of  the 


House  to  the  character  of  the  votes  for  removal 
which  were  all  from  the  North  and  East— from' 
the  moneyed  men  who  wielded  the  capital  of  the 
nation.     Let   gentlemen   reflect    that   these   men 
would  not  advance  their  money  with  the  same 
confidence  to  the  Government  at  this  place  a^  if 
It    were    removed.     This    was   the   explanation 
which  he  would  give  of  those  votes.     Was  it  not. 
true   that  confidence  in  the  public  securities  had 
been  for  a  moment  withdrawn  on  the  occupation 
of  the  city  by  the  enemy  ?     If  we  have  not  now 
the  means  of  meeting  the  public  creditors,  if  we 
cannot  look  them   in  the  face.  if.  by  a  temporary 
removal  from  this  place,  we  can  fulfil  our  engage- 
ments and  redeem  the  public  faith,  which  would 
be  violated   by  remaining  here,  Mr.  F.  asked  if 
j  they  ought  not  to  remove?     As  to  the  urgency 
I  of  more   important  business  to  prevent  the  con- 
I  sideration  of^  this,  Mr.  F.  said  this  complaint  was 
I  without  reason.     Let  it   be  recollected  that  Con- 
gress had  met  and   adjourned   at  twelve  o'clock 
or  a  little  after,  every  day  during  the  present  ses- 
I  sion  ;  but  if  the  present  question  had   been  de- 
i  ferred  till  other  business  of  moment  was  prepared 
I  for  discussion,  the  argument  would  have  been  en- 
j  titled  to  some  weight.     At  present  no  business 
was  more  important  than  this;  and,  if  it  were 
not  so,  the  House  would   not  have  sanctioned  its 
discussion.     Mr.  F.  said  he  was  not  pleased  at  the 
unusual  course  proposed  to  be  pursued  in  relation 
to  this  bill.     He  had  often  heard  motions  for  the 
rejection  of  bills,  but   never  knew  one  of  them 
successful.     Considering  the  history  and  charac- 
j  ter  of  this  bill,  it  was  entitled   to  the  ordinary 
■  course  of  passing  to  a  second  and  third  reading. 
If,  on  a  fair  vole,   there    should    he  a    majority 
against   it.  let  there  be  an  end   of  the  question, 
not  for  this  moment  only,  but  during  the  war. 
i      Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  rise 
;  to  discuss  this  question,  because  he  was  satisfied 
'  the   House  was  prepared  to  decide  on   it.     He 
rose  only  to  ask  the  gentleman  to  be  kind  enough 
to  answer  hitn  one  question.     The  faith  of  the 
nation  is  to  be  pledged  for  the  money  which  must 
I  be  obtained  for  the  support  of  Government.    Will 
not  the  pledge  to  be  given  in  Washington  be  as 
'  valuable  as  any  which  could  be  given  in  Phila- 
delphia?    Will  a  removal  increase  the  ability  of 
a  nation  to  meet  the  demands  against  it?    It  is 
not  so.     The  Government  is  as  competent  to  all 
such  purposes  here  as  it  could   be  in  any  other 
city.     Mr.  N.  appealed  to  the  side  of  the  House 
on  which  he  sat.     We,  said  he,  are  the  majority; 
I  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
vigor.     Your  army  now  wants  supplies:  the  mo- 
ment  when  you  ought  to  vote  them,  a  bill  is  in- 
I  troduced  calculated  to  set  everything  in  motion, 
and   we  know   not  where   and   when   Congress 
will  meet  again  if  it  passes.     If  the  public  inter- 
est thus  suffers,  the  responsibility  is  on  us,  and 
the  people  will  look  to  us  for  accountability  for 
;  all  the  evils  which  will  result  from  such  conduct. 
j      Mr.   Stockton,   after  desiring  a   call  of  the 
House,  (which  was  not  in  order.)  moved  an  ad- 
I  journment,  and  called  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon, 
I  in  order  to  ascertain  what  members  were  absent. 
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^.ejeas  and  nays  faaving  been  so  taken,  there 
i^f(|r  adjoiirtiment  40,  against  it  103,  as  fol- 


we 
low; 

^%*»*i— ^•*s»'"s.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
■ettAUa|5elow,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham.  Caldwell, 
Ciilji,  %'ondict.  Cooper,  C<Tx,  Dana,  Davenport,  Ely. 
Ged^-skJrosvervoi.  Hulltert,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
IflaiU.  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lovett,  Markel), 
MolJ",  |!ose!ey,  Ormsby,  John  Reed,  Sherwood,  Skin- 
ner,^mtlh  of  Now  Y'ork,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Slurges, 
Tagjjirt,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jers^,  VS  heaton,  Wilcoj,  and  Winter. 

Njirsl-Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Arery,  Barbour, 
Bar.^Bi;rnetf,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen.Boyd,  Brown, 
Burp»ll^  Butler,  ChappeH,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Crai^brtl,  Creighlon,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Davi^-  oT  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles.  Desha.  Duvall. 
Ep{B^,  Evans,  Firrow,  Findley,  P'isk  of  Vermont, 
Fiat'if  JS'ew  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Ghof-ini  Glasgow,  GolJsborough,  Goodwin,  Griffin, 
Half.  Hinson.  HarrriH,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hof^^fi!^  of  Kentucky,  Hul>bard,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerl.ji4J,|nger8oll,  Irving.  Jackson  of  Virginia.  Johnson 
of  Kivnt^icky,  Ktm^iedy,  Kent  of  Maryland.  Kerr.  King 
of  Jj>sii^chuset(8,.'King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts, 
Lew*!:j.  howndes,  1,-yle,  Macon,  McCoy.  McKee,  Miller. 
Mor^vofiery,  Moo^e,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son,H'i<1*en8,  Piper,  PleAsants,  Post,  Potter,  Rea  of 
Pen^<y|fania.  Rh?a  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
R'»«i$c,  l^uggles,  Page,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Shatfj.,  Ahipherd.  ^mith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart, 
TanpehJI,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udree, 
Wh»e,  jV'ilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

^fc•.  SrocKToiy  then  said,  as  eight  or  nine  mem- 
ber.v^aprieared  to  be  absent,  he  should  move  to 
po!.tj^jn*  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  till 
to-rtfi'/fr^w. 

C4;^tl|{js  motion  Mr.  Rhea  required  the  previ- 
ous V|u4*iion,  wfiich  was  not  sanctioned  by  a 
sufl^Serit  number  to  take  it: 

i\|t.  JJcKee.  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Gasto.n,  of 
Norji  (  arolina,  ihougU  both  opposed  to  the  bill. 
fav(p-edithe  postponement,  from  motives  of  liber- 
aliljt;aid  also  from  a  dislike  to  what  might  by 
the  ri.bi.-^n tees  and  othtJrs  be  deemed  an  "unfair 
mo(f.'  08  legislation.       \ 

\|r.  Bhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  of 
Geo^gi.**  opposed  posthonement.  on  the  ground 
thatjHht^bill  had  been  already  sufficiently  debated 
androuiht  by  t^s  limie  to  be  well  understood. 
andj^iUJon  the  g/ound  that  there  was  now  more 
thaii  aclusual  ni.imber  of  members  present,  and 
proiiibl^  more  than  there  would  be  to  morrow. 

M^f.  '^ROsvENOR  disclaimed  any  intention  to 
impale  ,ymproper.  motives  to  gentlemen  by  the 
expijuv-syn  that  tijis  was  a  surprise.  He  merely 
meajit  w  say  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of 
now^talting  the  questio5j. 

N;.  Wright  of  Maryland,  for  the  same  rea- 
son^! a^sjigned  by, other  gentlemen,  was  in  favor 
of  p<;st|ii)nement.  He  liad  no  doubt  the  final  de- 
cisi(;|i  MJriuld  be  in  favor  of  remaining  here.  He 
hopid  iSe  final  qiie^iioQ  would  be  taken  to-mor- 
row^ He  was  not  willmg  any  longer  to  susjiend 
the  leojile  of  tliecily  by  the  'eyelids.  Even  the 
sa vaj.es ^destroy  ijieir  vjctim  the  same  day  they 
bfgi(i  ia>ioflici  ih^  deaijily  tortures  on  him. 

I       ! 


hoped  the  decision  would  then  pot  eternally  to 
rest  the  question  of  removal,  and  that  this  city, 
established  by  WASHtNCTON,  will  never  be  broken 
up  on  the  pretence  that  moneyed  men  would  not 
lend  their  money  here.     Mr.   W.  said,  if  ihere 
were  men  who  would   act   in  this  local  manner 
he   did   not  desire   their  aid.     The   violation   of 
public  faith  in  even  a  temporary  removal,  under 
present  circumstances,  would   injure  the  public 
credit    infinitely   more   than    a   removal   to  any 
Northern  city  would  strengthen  it.     Every  man 
must  see  the  situation  of  the  country ;  every  part 
of  the  Atlantic  borders  alike  exposed  to  attack. 
But  we  should  never  have  had  a  country  to  de- 
fend, if  our  ancestors  had  been  appalled  by  dan- 
cer—and  danger  so  much  greater  than  now,  that 
living  here  was  considered   next   to  death,  and 
was   inflicted    by   the  British   Government  as  a 
punishment  in   commutation   of  that  of  death. 
He  saw  no  inconvenience  to  Congress  from  sit- 
ting here.     He  liked  the  room  in  which  the  House 
sat  better  than  the  old    hall,  for  every  member 
might  now  be  heard  without  extending  his  voice 
to  that  of  a  Stentor.     Having  been  Indisposed 
when    this   subject   originally   came   before   the 
House,  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  these 
remarks.     Gentlemen   had   said,  if  th|  Govern- 
ment went  from   this   place  there  would    be  no 
inducement  to  the  enemy  to  come  here.     The 
enemy  had  already  gone  from  the  Chesapeake, 
burnt  their  barrack  on  Tangiers  island,  indicating 
no  intention  to  return  at  present.     Although  the 
enemy  had  been  successful  at  this  place,  he  had 
met  the  rubbers  above,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
again  wherever  he  attempted  to  land;  and  would 
be   universally   beaten,  if  all  Americans  would 
now.  as  they  ought,  unite  against  the  evil  doers, 
and  if  every  man  in  the  country  whose  aid  was 
worth  having  would,  as  he  believed  they  would, 
aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.     He  hoped  the 
House  would  tomorrow  relieve  the  citizens  from 
the  groundless  fears  of  removal.     He  knew,  he 
said,  that  this  place  was  as  secure  as  Philadel- 
phia, and   more  so,   and    less   assailable  by  the 
enemy.     The  enemy  might  occupy  any  point  to 
which  they  would   bend  their  whole  force,  and 
Philadelphia  as  easily  as  any  other.     They  had 
much  less  inducement  to  come  here  than  to  go 
there.     And    why,   said    Mr.    VV.,   act    the    part 
contemplated  by  the  bill?     We  have  reprobated 
Prance  and  Great  Britain  for  retaliating  on  us 
the  injuries  they  received  from  each  other— and 
shall  we  now  imitate  them,  and  retaliate  on  the 
people  interested  in  the  permanence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  here,  for  the  injuries  we  and  they  have 
sustained  from  the  enemy  7     It  is  a  poor  reason, 
because  the  enemy  has  destroyed  the  public  pro- 
perty, that  we  should  destroy  the  private.     If  the 
Government  once  removed  hence,  he  was  confi- 
dent the  same  influence  would  prevent  its  return. 
Mr.  Rhea  said  he  was  anxious  to  see  this  ques- 
tion at  rest,  and  would,  therefore,  make  a  moiion 
to  supersede  that  now  before  the  House,  and  give 
gentlemen  as  much  procrastination  as  the  most 
1  anxious  {or  that  course  could  desire.     He,  there- 
He  I  fore,  moved  to  postpone  indefinitely  (tantamount 
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to  a  motion  to  reject)  the  bill.     He  had  no  other 
object  in  view  than  to  get  rid  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sta.nford,  of  North  Carolina,  then  made 
a  motion  (superseding  all  the  others)  that  the 
bill  and  all  the  motions  should  lie  on  the  table; 
which  moiion  was  agreed  to,  yeas  94. 


Friday,  October  14. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit:   from  Massachu- 
setts, Ja.mes  Parkeh  ;  and  from  Virginia.  James 
JoHNSo.N,  appeared,  and  took  their  seals. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  preNented,  for  the  third 
time,  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Forrest,  praying 
compensation  for  the  detention,  <fcc..  by  the  Span- 
ish Government,  of  a  vessel  chartered  by  him  to 
the  Government  to  convey  flour  to  the  people  of 
Caraccas. —  Referred. 

Before  any  further  business  was  done,  a  Mes- 
sage was  received  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  transmitting  a  number  of  documents ; 
on  opening  which,  the  Speaker  ordered  stran- 
gers to  be  excluded  the  House.  The  doors  re- 
mained closed  until  half  past  two  o'clock.  When 
they  were  again  opened,  it  appeared  that  the 
Mes."«age  embraced  the  instructions  to  our  Minis- 
ters now  in  Europe,  which  the  President  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress. They  were,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
passages  deemed  improper  for  publication,  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  achievements  of  our  mil- 
itary heroes  in  the  Northern  campaign  of  the 
present  year,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  given  no- 
tice that  he  would  call  up  the  tax  report  to  day. 
The  Committee,  however,  now  expected  a  report 
from  the  Treasury,  intimately  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  had  therefore  instructed  him  to  move 
to  postpone  the  furtiier  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject to  Monday  next ;  and  it  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  having  called  up  the 
bill  for  a  temporary  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment— 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  assigned  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  as  a  reason  for  moving  an 
adjournment;  which  motion  was  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  76  to  ti'J;  and,  by  adjournment,  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  October  15. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New  Hamp- 
sliire,  Daniel  Webster  ;  and  from  Connecticut, 
Timothy  Pitki.n,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Tennessee,  New- 
ton Cannon,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  resignation  of  Felix  Gruudy,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting, in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  lOih 
iastant,  statements  of  the  returns  of  the  direct 


tax  and  internal  duties  established  by  the  several 
acts  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  present  Con- 
gress ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Pl-easants,  of  Virginiit,  from  the  Naval 
Committee,  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate,  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  Congress  relative  to  the  victory  of  the  Pea- 
cock over  the  Epervier;  and  it  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  * 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
capture  of  this  city  by  the  enemy,  after  detailing 
their  proceedings  and  iheirdetermination  to  brin° 
it  to  as  speedy  a  result  as  possible,  moved  for 
leave  to  sji  on  Tuesday  next  during  the  sitting  of 
the  House. — Granted. 

Mr.  BuRWELL.  of  Virginia,  laid  upon  ihe  table 
a  resolution  instructing'ihe  Secretary  of  War  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the 
Army,  the  places  where  ihey  are  stationed,  distin- 
guishing those  engaged  in  recruiting,  the  number 
of  men  enlisted  by  these  officers  since  the  increase 
of  bounty,  and  aho  what  sums  have  been  paid  for 
that  purpose.  This  resolution  he  did  not  call  up 
for  consideration  to-day. 

RETALIATING  SYSTEM. 

Mr,  Grosvenor.  of  New  York,  said  it  would 
be  recollected  the  President,  in  his  Message  to 
Congress,  at  the  last  session,  informed  the  House 
thai  the  commanding  General  of  the  Canadas 
had  selected  a  number  of  American  prisoners  of 
war,  and  sent  them  over  to  England  in  close  con- 
finement ;  and  that,  on  that  act.  a  system  of  retal- 
iation had  been  commenced.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected also  that,  towards  the  close  of  the  session, 
in  consequence  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate, a  statement  was  given  of  the  situation  of  the 
prisoners  sent  to  England,  and  of  those  who,  as 
hostages,  had  been  confined  on  either  side.  Many 
publications  since  made  in  the  public  prints  tend- 
ed to  show  that  the  difficulty  on  this  head  had 
been  settled— how,  was  not  known.  He  deemed 
It  all  important  that  the  public  should  know  oq 
what  principles  it  had  been  settled.  With  that 
view,  he  oflcred  the  following  resolution  : 

Resulvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  if,  in  bis  opinion, 
it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  welfare,  all 
communications  to  or  from  the  Government  of  Eng- 
land, or  her  officers  or  agents,  not  heretofore  commu- 
nicated, relative  to  the  commencement  and  progress  of 
any  acts  or  system  of  retaliation  founded  upon,  or  pro- 
duced by,  the  conduct  of  the  British  commander  ia 
Canada,  "  in  selecting  and  sending  to  Great  Britain, 
for  trial  as  criminals,  a  number  of  individuals"  taken 
prisoners  of  war  from  the  .\merican  Army  ;  also,  any 
evidence  he  may  have  in  his  possession  relative  to  the 
present  conditions  of  such  individuals. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
opposition,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  present 
the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  called  up  ior  consider- 
ation the    bill   for  the  temporary  removal  of  the 
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^mwal  of  the  Seat  of  Government. 


Se«,  o^   Government  from  the  City  of  Wash 
ingfcfn. , 

TJlje  n  jestion  fbr  rej«:tion  of  the  bill  came  fir^t 
in  oj'ilef,  and  waf  Mated  from  the  Chair. 

N(r.  Farrow,;  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and 
statM  0»e  reasoris  why,  though  he  should  even- 
tu«5y  \fte  against  the  bill,  he  should  now  vote 
agajT^stjihe  rejecijion  of  it. 

Ml'.  {Ihea,  of ■  Tennessee,  replied  to  s-onTe  of 
tbos.>|  reasons.       ; 

Tfib  fA'estion  on  (he  rejection  of  the  bill  was 
theuijpuj  and  negatived,  by  the  following  vote: 
!< or pe ^ejection; 76,  against  it,  79,  as  follows: 

YjjJs-I Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bar- 
rT'  rr'^r."^  Virginia,  Bowen,  Burwell.  Cannon, 
Chwli  Cloptan,  Com.tock,  Crawford.  Cuipeper, 
CutbHrl^j^Dana  h^le,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Forn^J,  torsylh,  F;rankhr,.  Gaston,  Gholson,  GlasRow, 
GoldM^r,.ugh  Goo^wyn,  unffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Har- 
ris, lUv^^,  Hawkms.Hopjkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
HumL<Jir,j,s   Hungnrford,  Jrvmg.  Jackson  of  Virginia, 

1°  ;''rvr  V'^g'^'h-'^^P"^"  °f  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent:  S  J|aryland,  Kerr,  Ker«haw,  King  of  North  Car- 

^'"vl  U  i-''*  ^»f '"•  ^•'''"'"J<"«.  ^'a'-on,  McCoy, 
McK^i,  J^cKim,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, f-i-ar^on,  Pickms,  PleasanU.  Rhea  of  Tennessee 
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propriated.  for  the  tern,  of  five  ye,r,.  to  be  applied 
under  the  direction  of  the  Pres.d.nt'of  the  TnS 
btates,  for  the  erection  of  suiUble  buildinirs  within  th- 
city  of  Washington,  for  the  .ccommX.rn  of  he 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  two  House-  of 
Congress  and  the  several  Department,  of  the  Govern 
mcnt,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  paid  annually  loth'e 
order  or  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  Suie^" 

After  much  interesting  debate  this  motion  was 
agreed  to,  ayes  05. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with 
the  amendments,  which  were  also  concurred  in 
by  the  Huu>e. 

And  the  question  was  then  put,  "  Shall  the  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  lime?"  and  de- 
cided as  follows: 

.  i"*;7**«**";  ^'"*"J"'  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,  B.gejow.  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Bng- 
ham  Brown,  But  er,  Caldwell,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clark  Condict,  Conard.  Cooper,  Cox."^  Creighton 
Crouch  Davenport,  Dav.s  of  PennsylCania,  Deno- 
,  yelles,  Desha,  Duvall.  Ely,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Ged- 
'  des,  Gourdm  Grosvenor,  Hasbrouck,  Hulbert,  Inger- 
soil  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
Vork,  King   of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett, 


Ringiold.j  Roane,  iobertson.   SW    ^vTer    Srrnf    p/i^^^^^  ^"'''••^'  ^'"^'^y^  Pickering 

V.rg,  ,|a,  Strong,  6niart.  ilVair  'froup  'whUr  W.l-  '  fyTvamr  Rich     T  ^""s  ^'"  ^^^''  ''''*  ^^  ^-"- 
80n  o    Pc;nsylvanit,  Wright,  and  Vancey  Shlr«^i    Jl'   k     f  tf ^  «chureman,  Seybert,  Sharp, 

Davisl^ntnnsylv.riia.Der.oyelles  De«ha  DuvIllTiv      n.u     u     ,       Yl''"^"'  •^'■'^'7'  B«rbour.  Bard,  Bar- 
FarroK.tVndlev.FikofNewYork   Gedde-  ^^^  m^'^m^'^  ^  "*'''""'•    ^°**'"'    ^"^^^'1.    ^'•nnon. 

GrosvfnoH  HasbroJfk.  HXt'^'e^soIl  rrw?n  Ja'u  cSfhT  '  h'^P'^p'  .f^'o'n^tock,  Crawford,  Culpeper 
Bon  o|Kh]je  Island^  Kent  oVnW  York  KmTolM^^  ,  t^'^^!'^  P^."»'  ^'^''^'  EPP*'.  Evans,  Farrow,  Find- 
sachuLttj  Law,  L^elt,  Lvie  M«Ll  MUW  Mo^  '  nn'  r  K  ,°^  ^  7.?°"''  ^  °^"''-"'  ^^""^^'^  franklin.  Gas- 
Mosef,  i)akle;.  ;7rmsby;  P  ker  Pi'cke  ng  pf  *  '  fin  'Hall  h"'  ^"''17'  '.'^^^f^o^ough,  Goodwyn  Grif. 
P.lkiri  Pi't,  Pottcr/Uohn  Keed.  Re',  o    p/Zli: '^J'    I'r'J  !  '•  .^''"?,"'.  ."«rris,_Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkin. 


Thj  .biJI  was  ihfn  read  a  second  time,  and  re- 
grre(^5oja  Comnjittee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
Housi;n^raediaiely  resolved  itself  mio  a  Com- 
mitted oi^  the  Whole  on.  the  said  bill,  it  havine 
been  kiU^e  the  ovder  of  the  day  for  to-day  in 
prefettipc-^  to  Monday,  by  a  majority  of  86  to  65 

MrJFi^K.of  New  York,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
lor  th^^pl^ce  of  rer;.oval  with  Philadelphia. 

Mr.;Li>i3,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  fill  ii  with 
Oeorgjiiovirn. 

Mr.;  L.i;iA  18,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky   ' 
spo*e  ,:ga*.,st  tho  inserti<.n  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Mr.  Pi-K*RiNo  lu  favor  uf  it. 

The^rncSion  to  insert  P'hiladelphia  was  agreed  i 

ll.lu    ''?'gV,V«J^'"y  J  »°'i  tlie  other  blanks  in 
the  biawijfe  filled  <jp. 

tk^fi^^*'^'  °^  Virginia,  then  moved  to  in.vert 
t^ne  lolovijng  section  as  an  amendment  to  the 

of  nn'*i^'l''/w'^'^'^  7^^''''  "^^"^  »he  annual  sum         Mr    Wr 

of  one  Uw.Jed  thousand  dollars  be,  and  is  hereby   an-  I  .inn  nfTif  r,     «•      '  ' -  f— 

-•    1  ,      u  1.  nereoy,  ap-  |  uon  of  Thomas  Bruff,  inventor  of  the  method  of 

J 

( 
I 
I 


,  - If    '     J^'  "'"<'re,  iieison,  l>ewton,  Par- 

RmV  rr»'  '"^Tl  '''*^"»"»«.  Rhea  of  Tennes.ee, 
Ringgold  Roane  Robertson,  Sage,  Scvier.  Smith  of 
\irgmia  Stanford  Strong,  Stuart,  Tannehill,  Telfair, 
Yancey-8J!''         '''°"  "'  Pennsylvania.  Wright,  and 

An'^M  ""^  ^\^  ''^''-'V-  Anderson,  from  indisoc 
silion.  Messrs.  Caperton.  Ingham,  Murfree,  on  lea?e ; 
Messrs^  Breckenridge     Calhoun,  Dav..  of  Ma.sachu: 

Rep  i   R^'  f^°^v''J7r°^  '^'^  ^'''^'  H"'^'^"'  K''t>ourn, 
I  '     w^n'^'  "^^f'^'  *^""h  "'■  Pennsylvania,  Tall- 
madge,  U  Uham.,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wood, 
who  have  not  attended  at  the  present  .e..Mon.J 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  bill  should 
not  be  engros.sed  for  a  third  reading;  in  other 
words,  that  it  should  be  rejected. 


Mo.NDAY,  Octiber  17. 
Two  other  member.s.  to  wit:  from  Massachu- 
setts, JoH.N    WiLso.N,    and    from    Pen.isylvania 
idAAc  bMiTH,  appeared  and  took  their  .scats. 

>  Tif '^"'^'  "^  ^'ary'and,  presented  the  peti- 


M 
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October,  ISli. 


Mr.  JefferwtCt  Libreuy. 


H.  or  R. 


manufacturing  bullets  and  shot  by  compression, 
staling  thedestruction  of  certain  of  his  machinery 
proposed  to  have  been  connected  with  the  steam- 
engine  belonging  to  the  late  navy  yard  in  this 
city,  and  praying  that  Congress  will  take  his 
case  into  consideration. — Referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Captain  Alex- 
ander Sevier,  praying  remuneration  for  certain 
losses  sustained  in  the  public  service,  admitting 
the  equity  of  his  claim,  but  recommending  a  re- 
jection of  it  on  general  legal  principles. —  Laid  on 
the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  is  a  Lieutenant  of  Marines  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  On  the  16th  October, 
1812,  he  was  ordered  to  go  from  Washington  City  to 
the  encampment  near  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Florida  ; 
and  on  his  way  to  that  place,  near  Occoquan,  his  trunk 
was  cut  oir  the  carriage  in  which  he  was,  and  robbed, 
as  he  states,  of  $200  in  bank  notes,  and  a  check  drawn 
in  favor  of  the  petitioner  on  the  Bank  of  Petersburg 
for  .$200,  and  all  his  military  clothes.  It  is  staled  in 
the  pelitioh  that  nearly  one-half  of  the  money  belonged 
to  the  United  Slates,  having  been  advanced  to  him  for 
public  service.  The  petitioner  asks  to  be  remunerated 
for  the  money  lost,  and  compensated  for  the  apparel. 

The  petition  was  before  the  Committee  of  Claims  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress;  the  committee  were  then 
of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  was  not  entitled  to  relief ; 
the  present  Committee  of  Claims  accord  with  that 
opinion.  In  this  case  there  is  no  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  loss  of  the  property;  in  all  casjes  the  kind  of  evi- 
dence of  that  fact  should  be  clear,  positive,  and  unin- 
terested. The  committee,  however,  are  of  opinion  that, 
Uking  the  claim  in  its  greatest  latitude  as  related  in 
the  petition,  sound  policy  requires  that  it  should  be  re- 
jected. When  u  public  agent  or  officer  receives  money 
of  the  Government,  he  should  keep  it  safe.  There  are 
but  few  cases  in  which  he  should  be  exonerated  of  his 
accountability;  it  is  not  believed  this  is  a  case  of  that 
description.  They  therefore  recommend  to  the  House 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  motion  lo 
print  two  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  in- 
structions to  our  Ministers  to  ireat  of  peace  in 
Europe. 

Mr.  Gro.svenor,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  said  motion  so  as  to  print  these  insiructians 
entire,  as  received  from  the  President,  (that  is, 
including  the  few  passages  not  deemed  proper  for 
publication  ; 

The  Speaker  feeling  a  difficulty  in  receiving 
this  motion  under  present  circumstances — 

Mr.  Grosvenor  required  the  £rallerie^  to  be 
cleared,  and  strangers  were  excluded  accordingly. 

The  doors  remained  closed  for  two  hours  ;  when 
they  were  a^ain  opened,  it  appeared  that  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  GROriVENOR  was  rejected,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Jackson  was  agreed  to. 

MR.  JEFFERSON'S  LIBR.ARY. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiitee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Lewis  in  the  Chair,  on  the  reso- 


lution from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  Library 
Committee  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  Mr* 
Jefferson's  library. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  moved  so  to  amend 
the  resolution  as  to  leave  it  open  to  the  Library 
Committee  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  a  li- 
brary for  the  use  of  Congress. 

On  this  motion  considerable  desultory  debate 
took  place  ;  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  library 
being  opposed  by  Messrs.  Oakley.  John  Reed,  and 
Grosvenor,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Wright, 
Seybert.  Robertson,  Hawkins,  and  Forsyth. 
The  objections  to  the  purchase  were  generally 
its  extent,  the  cost  of  the  purchase,  the  nature  of 
the  selection,  embracing  too  many  works  in  for- 
eign languages,  some  of  too  philosophical  a  char- 
acter, and  some  otherwise  objectionable.  Of  the 
first  description,  exception  was  taken  to  Voltaire's 
works,  &c  ,  and  of  ihe  other  to  Callender's  Pros- 
pect Before  Us. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  who  advocated  the 
purchase  proposed  to  be  made,  contended  that  so 
valuable  a  library,  one  so  admirably  calculated 
for  the  substratum  of  a  great  national  library,  was 
not  to  be  obtained  in  the  United  States  ;  and  that, 
although  there  might  be  some  works  to  which 
gentlemen  might  take  exception,  there  were  others 
of  very  opposite  character;  that  this,  besides,  was 
no  reason  against  the  purchase,  because  in  every 
library  of  value  might  be  found  some  books  to 
which  exceptions  would  be  taken,  according  to 
the  feelings  or  prejudices  of  those  who  examined 
them. 

Mr.  Oakley's  motion  was  negatived  by  the 
following  vote — For  the  amendment  53,  against 
It  87.  ■  .      - 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  res- 
olution to  the  House,  who  took  it  up. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  limiting  the  power  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  purchase  of  such  parts  of  the  library 
as  they  should  deem  suitable  to  the  purpose. 

[Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  letter  on  the  subject  to 
Mr.  Smith,  declines  disposing  of  a  part  without 
the  whole  of  his  library.] 

After  some  discussion,  the  question  on  this  pro- 
posed amendment  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
by  ihe  following  vote — For  the  amendment  47, 
against  it  01.  as  follows: 

y^EA» — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Champion,  CiUey,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Farrow,  Geddea, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  King  of  MassachusetU,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Markell.  MUler,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schure- 
man,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stock- 
ton, Slurges,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MassachusetU,  and 
Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Can- 
non, Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  Vork,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Gri/fin,  Htli, 
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C.4U'   Leffer,;   Yot?,  ^^^'^f'^'   ^'ng    of  North 

P.ckrtrjp  i'.,^'*""'   ^^^^0".   Ormsby,   Parker 

^  ckt-bMPiper,  Pleasanu,  Rhea   of  Tenneie     Rich 

m5  '^"  °f  P''>"»ylvan.a,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

r.n^'?'^U''7''°'  °^  ^»^'h  Carolina,  moved  to 

M^r''«'  Monday  in  December  next.  ^ 

resK^^'^V  f  ^"'^  ^°^'^'  "^°^'^'J  «o  'ay  the 

tiv^dif  f '"'°'"'''  ™°''°"  "^"^  ^^^°  a'«o  nega- 

Mr^Ftr^!  ^"'^  °*^\^r'">  '^^^'^  demanded  on 
!r::X^';'".™°"P"'.K^^e  mentioned,  after  fur- 


cidiDg?th(^  same 

^     J-     TcEaoAY,  October  18. 

wfLLiM\T.n''''''°^J'"  ^^^"^  Massachusetts 

Mr  Si  V        •  "PP^*^^^.  and  took  his  seat. 
«nt      ,''^v-    '/"  prt-sented  a  petition  of  Daniel  Ren- 

Cuv'^i;^?'!'?"'^^  "•  "^«'»^^  ^°P-  make  sn    he 

the?rlror/h'r    °^'""'  P^''^'"^  compensation   for 
meir  Wrought  and  unwr.)ucrht   materiil*    r^u.   I 

were  |,ns*.raed  by  fire  bv  oTder  T»  rl!l       '         '^^ 
the  sfh  .f  Au/u.t  L't  r'd"w   .ch     heTiere 

^^^r  ";°'''^  '°  ^^''^  the  memorial  to  the 


^>CTOBER,  1814. 

was  read  twice  and  comraiu^d^Tr^"""^''^"^^ 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  nexf.  ^""""""ee 

JUDICIARY  OF  INDIANA  TERRITORY 

^''■- Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  Ik    t    * 

'  ature  of  the  Indiana  Territ^ory    prann/^KT" 

law  may  be  passed  requiring  the  prese7cf  of  r    ^ 

judges  to  hold  courts-  and  Thar  ihlT  V*^° 

courts  of  the  United  Sates   or   aiix^^^^^^^^^^  °^  ''^ 

be  more  clearly  defined.  Aerrnory  may 

The  memorial  is  as  follows- 

may  be,  and  freouentvT'  ■f^.h^.'^™  .^J' ."^^  ""'tor. 


tuted  of  JcM  than  two  iud«-      Th.,    .1  ''°""^'- 

TerrUory  .  fre.uent.Vdrten  Jt  t^;  1:1  t 
r^.'!?*  '^rr  '^'^  J"dg"ent  of  two  men  toTat  of  onT 

^^r  ttie  next  superior  court,  an  the   other   two   iuJ^„ 
may  overturn  the  principles   of  the   decisioro/  ,h 
brother  judge  at  the'  preceding  term      H  ^  th    wanl 

resor"t      a"'  '"  'V  '"""""  °^  '"^^  court  of    L  la" 
resort.     Anger  and  warmth  in  the  suitors  and   1  r^^ 

fusion  in  our  system  of  jurisprudence,  is  t'he  result 

Your  memonahsu  beg  leave  further   to  sueeeA  ih. 
propriety  and  necessity  of  def.ninLr   with  mor/ 

held,  or  the  manner  how  they  are  m  ,1-,  i  vi,  '^ 

X^':o"r9'^«"-^"'^"'- 

perior  court.     W  e  presume  that  it  is  a  sound  ri.r«  ft 


Ml 


KlV.  1"f  ""'  '"<!,"*  ordered  ro  l.e'oo'.he 

A^f^!;**,";:-  ^^?|" '^Commi.ree  on  Naval 
of  Ihe  An  »   r„  ?  '"'7'«f' >"'  ">'  s'aiT officers 

was    ea  JV  -         ","■""■  "'  ""»'"  ':^«s  i  which 
was  reaJ,vv,ceaDd  coramiiled  loa  Comn^ruee  of 


MP,''  *  Thursday  Dejil. 

i-f  of .  :*;rer,:''p:rx''er?aLr  "'*  -i--.  »f«h;M;; 
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t>eg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  point- 
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Treasury  Report. 


ing  out,  by  law,  what  common  law  the  ordinance  refers 
to,  whether  the  common  law  of  England,  or  France,  or 
of  the  Territory  over  which  the  ordinance  m  the  con- 
stitution.    If  it  should  be  determined  that,  by  the  ex- 
pression of  the  ordinance,  a  common  law  jurisdiction 
should  be  located  on  the  common  law  of  England,  it  is 
essential  to  define  to  what  extent  of  that  common  law 
the  judges  shall  Uke  cognizance;  whether  the  whole 
extent   of  feudal    and    gothic    customs    of    England; 
whether  the  customs,  or  unwritten  law  shall  be   taken  ' 
with  the  statute  law,  and  that  to  form  the  common  law  ! 
to  govern  the  judges;   or  whether  the  unwritten  and 
statute  law  is  to  be  taken   in  contradistinction    to  the 
jaws,  customs,  and  rules  of  chancery;   or  whether   it 
includes  that  law  which  is  common  to  all.     By  Con-  I 
gress  defining  the  powers  of  the  court,  and  not  leaving  ' 
them  at  sea  without  compass  or  chart  to  exercise  their  ' 
power   of  judicial   legislation,   as  circumdlances   may 
arise,  or   passion  or  interest   dictate,  by   defining  the 
powers  of  the  Legislature  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
that  collision  and  jarring  which  might  arise    between  I 
those  two  bodies  would  be  harmonized.  1 

Your  memorialisU,  therefore,  pray  that  you  would  ' 
repeal  the  law  first  herein  alluded  to,  and  make  two  of' 
the  judges  hold  the  court,  and  define  more  specifically  ' 
the  duties  of  that  court. 

WILLIAM  HENDRICKS, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JL^SSE  L.  HOLMAN, 

President  of  the  Council. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Commitiee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

TREASURY  REPORT. 
Mr.  E.TES,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  laid  before  the  House  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  that  committee  to  the  Sec 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  subject  of  main- 
taining  unimpaired    the    public    credit,    to-^ether 
with  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tre"asury 
thereto;   which   were   read,   and   referred    to   the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,   to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  that   part  of  the  President's  Messa«re 
which  relates  to  our  finances.  " 

The  Letter  and  Report  are  as  follows  : 
Si«  :  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  had 
under  their  consideration  the  support  of  public  credit 
t>y  a  system  of  taxation  more  extended  than  the  one 
heretofore  adopted.  They  have  determined  to  suspend 
proceeding  on  their  report  at  present  before  the  House 

tnn^r?'?'"'"^"'"'  ''''^  *  "'"^  ^"^  ''ff-^d  y»"  •»"  oppor- 
tunity of  suggesting  another,  or  such  additional  pro- 
vuions    as  may  be  necessary  to  revive  and  maintain 
unimpaired  the  public  credit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

Hnn  M,  n  •'^"N  ^    EPPES. 

lion.  Mr.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


a...    I  7       TV  ^"^»TM«NT,   Oct.  17,  1814. 

8iB.  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  14th  instant,  and,  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  an  early  'nterposition  of  Congress  on  the 
•ubject  to  which  it  relates.  I  proceed    at  fZ 
-f     _.  11  h""i.ceu,  at  the  moment 

of  entering  upon   the  duties  of  office,  to  offer  tnh« 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Me»n, 
an  answer  on  the  several  points  of  inquiry 


Conteniplating  the  present  sUte  of  the  finances  it  i- 
,  obvious  that  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  ."j  a  deori 

i=;-^,;-e/^-raXr":T3 

adequacy  of  our  system  of  taxation  to  form  a  found"' 
dation  for  public  credit;  and  the  absence  even7ro^" 
that  system  of  the  means  which  are  Lt  .7.  ™ 
ant..pate.  collect,  and  distribut:'th?pub?c  revTue  "^ 

1  he  wealth  of  the  nation,  in  the  vahiP  «n  i         i    ' 
of  Its  so.,,  in     „  ,h.  acquisilions^'oVptTo:      p^rTX^ 

by  the  hand  of  Government ;  for  the  national  faith   and 

no    the  national  wealth,  has  hitherto  been  the  pHncma  I 

instrument  of  finance.     It  was  reasonable,  howeve'    to 

expect    that  a  period    must  occur  in  the   coTrsI "ft 

protracted  war,  when  confidence  in  the  accumulunJ 

public  engagement,  could  only  be  secured  by  a„  ac  "f 

demonstration,  both  of  the  capacity  and  the  d,.p<;    o' 

to  perform  them.     In  the  present  state  of  the  T^Sn 

therefore  it  i,  ajust  consolation  to  reflect  that  a  prS 

tnl  :7  "^«  ^^PP  -^io"  of  the  resources  of  the  counter 

will  effectually  relieve  from  every  pecuniary  embarraaZ 

men   and  vindicate  the  fiscal  hono'r  of  the  JovTnime^ 

But  It  would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  disguise   a^d  i t" 

would  be  pernicious  to  palhate   The  difficuHIe   'which 

are  now  to  be  overcome.     The  exigencies  of  the  Gov 

ernmen     require  a  supply  of  treasure  for  the  pro^cu. 

tion  o    the  war,  beyond   any  amount  which  u^uM 

i^r  T'  "'."  '^''""^  P^«<^»'<=*ble,  to  raise  TyTn 
immediate  and  constant  imposition  of  taxe^.  There 
must,  therefore,  be  a  resort  to  credit,  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  supply.  But  the  public  credit  at  th« 
I  juncture  so  depressed,  that  no  hope  of  adequate  sue! 
cor  on  moderate  terms,  can  safely  rest  upon  it  Hence 
It  becomes  the  object  first  and  last  in  every  practice 
scheme  of  finance,  to  re-animate  the  confident  of  the 
citizens;  and  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  every  man 

s'unnlie;  '^'  ''."""  ""°""''  '^"'^"^  -"--'  f"'nX' 
supplies,  or  advances  money,  a  conviction  of  the  punc- 
tuahty  as  well  as  of  the  security  of  the  Governmenr  It 
IS  not  to  be  regarded,  indeed,  as  the  case  of  preser'ving 
a  credit  which  has  never  been  impaired,  but  rathe? 
wh.h  "^^^  •^'^  7«^"'"g  fro™  reproach  a  credit  over 
which  d^bt  and  apprehension  (not  the  less  injurious 
perhaps  because  they  are  visionary)  have  cast  a„  m! 
auspicious  shade.  In  the  formed  case,  the  ordma^ 
means  of  raising  and  appropriating  the  revenue,  vnlX 
always  be  sufficient;  but  in  the  latter  case,  no  exertion 
I  can  be  competent  to  attam  the  object,  which  does  not 
quie  ,  in  every  mind,  ty^ry  fear  of  future  loss  or  disap- 

t'hTpurc'f'th?""'^"^""  ^'  ^^"^'"^  '^  ''^  P'«^«-  'f 
The  condition  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try presents   another  copious  source  of  mischief  and 
embarrassment      The    recent   exportations    of  specie 
Lave  considerably  diminished  the  fund  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver coin  ;  and  another  considerable  portion  of  that  fund 
has  been  drawn   by  the  timid  and   the  wary,  from  the 
use  of  the  community,  into  the  private  coflers  of  indi- 
viduals.    On    the    other    hand,   the    multiplication    of 
banks  in  the  several  States  has  so  increased  the  quan- 
tity of  paper  currency,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  cal- 
culate Its  amount ;  and  stiil  more  difficult  to  ascerUin 
its  value,  with  reference  to  the  capital  on  which  it  has 
been   issued.     But  the  benefit  of  even   this  paper  cur- 
rency IS  in  a  great  measure  lost,  as  the  suspension  of 
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Harriiv  K^sbrouck,  Hawes;  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tuck  yj^^  I  £ibbartl,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbcrt, 
Irvintj,Ir*.\n,  Jack8«in  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
John«Jrti  ^f  Kentucky,  Ke»nedy,  Kent  of  New  York. 
Kent|.)i^Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  l.efferls.  Lownijes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McL»nn,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickejis,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringi^ajd^  Roane,  Robertron,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smitf^  .if  rPennsylvania,  Sjnith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Slroni,  'I*innehill,  Taylor,  Telfair.  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Wil*.;n  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr,  JigiN  Rekd.  of  Mabisachusetis.  then  moved 
to  arrcnjl  the  bill  by  limiting  the  price  to  be 
giver^. fur  ihe  whole  of  the  library  to  twenty-five 
thou-^'C it  dollars. 

Mr  StANFORD,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
postpriie^the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
to  th»»j5rjl  Monday  in  Diecember  next. 

Mr;05KLEY.  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolmioji.  and  the  last  motion  together  with  it, 
on  ihr.ia^'le. — Negatived. 

Mr.  ^vanford's  motion  was  then  also  nega- 
tived.;  i 

Th^yj-as  and  nays  having  been  demanded  on 
r.  IIkait' 


M 

cidin*  il^  same. 


IlKAfr'a  motion,  before  mentioned,  after  fur- 
ther •ji'cip^sion,  the  House  adjourned  without  de- 


{ 


TiEaoAY,  October  18. 

Arpith-.r  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
WiLttiAa|  Reed,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  MifKiM  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel  Ren- 
ner  a  )d  Haihaniei  H.  Heath,  rope  makers  in  the 
City  t)f  \Vashingion,  praying  compensation  for 
their  Wri^iught  ani|  unwrought  materials,  which 
were|COij{aumed  bijr  fire,  by  order  of  the  enemy,  on 
the  ^5tti:  of  August  last,  and  which  they  were 
preve«ote<J  from  pr»?viou>iy  removing  to  a  place  of 
safetjf  by  the  impressment  of  their  vehicles  ol 
transiormtion  intw  the  public  service. — Referred 
to  ihf  C'intimitife  of  Claims. 

Mt|  Ltwia,  ot  yirginia,  presented  the  memo- 
rial ^i  a  numbpr-'  of  inhabitants  of  Alexandria, 
statii^r  tiieir  indignant  surprise  at  the  slanders  in 
circujaiioa  respetUing  thai  city,  and  praying  a 
full  jjndi'air  examination  by  Congress  of  their 
cond:Jlrri 'during  th^  late  vi>it  of  the  enemy  to  that 
townj    The  memorial  was  read. 

Mrf«Lc*^i3  moved  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
comt^Ut<»e  of  invtrstigatvon  appointed  on  the  sub- 
ject ;r^-h,'ch  moticin,  after  some  desultory  conver- 
sation.'w^s  agreea  to. 

M««-^rANFORo,. from  the  Committee  of  Revi- 
sal  a^i  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report,  in 
part :,  ivl^jch  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tableij 

Mr.  iPijEASANTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affai»|.  rj|>ported  at  bill  directing  the  staff  officers 
of  thciAfmy  to  c:omply  with  the  requisitions  of 
navat  |n(^  marine  officers,  in  certain  cases  ;  which 
was  r(|id;twice  aiid  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  V\''^ofe  on  Thijrsday  next. 

Mr.f'i'sAaAN  r3^  aL^o  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief oj.tve  officets,  petty  officers,  and  seamen. 
Under. Jhv  command  of  Joshua  Barney;  which 

;i  i 
• »  .» 

■h 


was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

JUDICIARY  OF  INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that  a 
law  may  be  passed  requiring  the  presence  of  two 
judges  to  holil  courts;  and  (hat  the  duties  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  Slates  for  said  Territory  may 
be  more  clearly  defined. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReprcsentatiTes  of  the 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorial 

of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory  humbly 

showeth  : 

That,  by  a  law  of  Congress,  one  of  the  judges,  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  the  ordinance  for  the  government 
of  this  Territory,  is  authorized  to  hold  a  court.  Thus, 
one  of  the  judges  being  competent  to  hold  a  court, 
may  decide  a  principle,  or  a  point  of  law,  at  one  term, 
and,  at  the  next  term,  if  the  other  two  judges  are  pres- 
ent, they  may  decide  the  same  principle  or  point  of 
law  dilTerent.  Thus  the  decisions  of  the  superior  court, 
organized,  we  presume,  by  the  General  Government, 
finally  to  settle  in  uniformity  the  principles  of  law  and 
fact,  which  may  be  brought  before  them  by  the  suitor, 
may  be,  and  frequently  are,  in  a  state  of  fluctuation  ; 
hence  the  rights  of  persons  and  property  become  inse- 
cure. There  is  another  evil,  growing  out  of  the  system, 
of  one  judge  being  competent  to  hold  the  superior  court, 
or  that  court  which  forms  the  last  resort  of  the  suitor 
in  any  Government,  and  particularly  in  the  Territory  ; 
for  appeals  are  taken  from  all  the  courts  of  inferior 
jurisdiction  in  the  Territory,  to  the  court  organized  bj 
the  ordinance,  which  inferior  courts  are  never  consti- 
tuted of  less  than  two  judges.  Thus  the  suitor  in  the 
Territory  is  frequently  driven  to  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pealing from  the  judgment  of  two  men  to  that  of  one  ; 
but  this  dilemma  only  constitutes  pari  of  the  solecism 
for  the  next  superior  court,  as  the  other  two  judge* 
may  overturn  the  principles  of  the  decision  of  their 
brother  judge  at  the  preceding  term.  Hence  the  want 
of  uniformity  in  the  decisions  of  the  court  of  the  last 
resort.  .Anger  and  warmth  in  the  suitors,  and  a  con- 
fusion in  our  system  of  jurisprudence,  is  the  result. 

Your  mcmorialuts  beg  leave  further  to  suggest  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  defining,  with  more  precis- 
ion, the  duties  of  the  judges  appointed  by  virtue  of  the 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory.  The 
ordinance  says  there  shall  be  a  court  to  consist  of  three 
judges,  who  shall  have  a  common  law  jurisdiction. 
The  same  instrument  point*  out  the  ways  Legislature 
may  be  organized ;  but  in  no  part  does  the  ordinance 
expressly  delegate  to  the  Legislature  the  power  of  reg- 
ulating when  and  where  the  superior  courts  are  to  be 
held,  or  the  manner  how  they  are  to  do  business.  This 
power,  by  a  kind  of  common  consent  of  the  judges,  the 
Legislature  have  assumed  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  as  the  ordinance  creating  the  courts  leaves  it 
afloat,  without  identifying  either  the  lime  when,  the 
place  where,  or  the  manner  how,  this  court  is  to  exer- 
cise their  jurisdiction.  .Again,  it  would  be  desirable 
that  Congress  would  define  the  jurisdiction  of  the  su- 
perior court.  We  presume  that  it  is  a  sound  rule  for 
the  construction  of  a  constitution  or  a  law,  that  it  must 
be  construed  from  the  face  of  it,  and  not  travel  to  the 
history  of  other  times  and  other  Governinenls  in  search 
of  the  meaning  of  our  ordinance,  or  any  act  of  Con- 
gress.   We  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  point- 
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ing  out,  by  law,  what  common  law  the  ordinance  refers 
to,  whether  the  common  law  of  England,  or  France,  or 
of  the  Territory  over  which  the  ordinance  is  ihe  con- 
stitution. If  It  should  be  determined  that,  by  the  ex- 
pression of  the  ordinance,  a  common  law  jurisdiction 
should  be  located  on  the  common  law  of  England,  it  is 
essential  to  define  to  what  extent  of  that  common  law 
the  judges  shall  lake  cognizance  ;  whether  the  whole 
extent  of  feudal  and  golhic  customs  of  England; 
whether  the  customs,  or  unwritten  law  shall  be  taken 
with  the  statute  law,  and  that  to  form  the  common  law 
to  govern  the  judges;  or  whether  the  unwritten  and 
statute  law  is  to  be  taken  in  contradistinction  to  the 
laws,  customs,  and  rales  of  chancery  ;  or  whether  it 
includes  that  law  which  is  common  to  all.  By  Con- 
gress defining  the  powers  of  the  court,  and  not  leaving 
them  at  sea  without  compass  or  chart  to  exercise  their 
power  of  judicial  legislation,  as  circumstances  may 
arise,  or  passion  or  interest  dictate,  by  defining  the 
powers  of  the  Legislature  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
that  collision  and  jarring  which  might  arise  between 
those  two  bodies  would  be  harmonized. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  you  would 
repeal  ihe  law  first  herein  alluded  to,  and  make  two  of 
the  judges  hold  the  court,  and  define  more  specifically 
the  duties  of  that  court. 

WILLIAM  HENDRICKS, 
Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Reprejientativet. 

JESSE  L.  HOLMAN, 

President  of  the  Council. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  the  Judiciary. 

TREASURY  REPORT. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  laid  before  the  House  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  that  committee  to  the  Sec 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  subject  of  main- 
taining unimpaired  the  public  credit,  together 
with  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
thereto;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  our  finances. 

The  Letter  and  Report  are  as  follows  : 

Si«  :  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  had 
under  their  consideration  the  support  of  public  credit 
by  a  system  of  taxation  more  extended  than  the  one 
heretofore  adopted.  They  have  determined  to  suspend 
proceeding  on  their  report  at  present  before  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  a  view  to  aflford  you  an  oppor- 
tunity of  suggesting  another,  or  such  additional  pro- 
visions as  may  be  necessary  to  revive  and  maintain 
unimpaired  the  public  credit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6cc. 

JOHN  W.  EPPES. 

Hon.  Mr.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Trecuury. 


TaHSlHT  DkPAETMHIT,  Oct.  17,  1814. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  14ih  instant,  and,  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  an  early  interposition  of  Congress  on  the 
subject  to  which  it  relates,  I  proceed,  at  the  moment 
of  entering  upon  the  duties  of  ofRce,  to  offer  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean.'*, 
an  answer  on  the  several  points  of  inquiry. 


Contemplating  the  present  state  of  the  finances,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  a  depre- 
ciation in  the  public  credit,  exist  from  causes  which 
cannot  in  any  degree  be  ascribed,  either  to  the  want 
of  resources,  or  to  the  want  of  integrity  in  the  nation. 
Different  minds  will  conceive  diflferent  opinions  in  re- 
lation to  some  of  those  causes  ;  but  it  will  be  agreed 
on  all  sides,  that  the  most  operative  have  been  the  in- 
adequacy of  our  system  of  taxation  to  form  a  founda- 
dation  for  public  credit ;  and  the  absence  even  from 
that  system  of  the  means  which  are  best  adapted  to 
anticipate,  collect,  and  distribute  the  public  revenue. 

The  wealth  of  the  nation,  in  the  value  and  products 
of  its  soil,  in  all  the  acquisitions  of  personal  property, 
in  all  the  varieties  of  industry , remains  almost  untouched 
by  the  hand  of  Government;  for  the  national  faith,  and 
not  the  national  wealth,  has  hitherto  been  the  principal 
instrument  of  finance.  It  was  reasonable,  however,  to 
expect,  that  a  period  must  occur  in  the  course  of  a 
protracted  war.  when  confidence  in  the  accumulating 
public  engagements  could  only  be  secured  by  an  active 
demonstration,  both  of  the  capacity  and  the  disposition 
tu  perform  them.  In  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury, 
therefore,  it  is  ajust  consolation  to  reflect  that  a  prompt 
and  resolute  application  of  the  resources  of  the  country 
will  efTectually  relieve  from  every  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment and  vindicate  the  fiscal  honor  of  the  Government. 

But  it  would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  disguise,  and  it 
would  be  pernicious  to  palliate  the  difl^culties  which 
are  now  to  be  overcome.  The  exigencies  of  the  Gov- 
ernment require  a  supply  of  treasure  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  beyond  any  amount  which  it  would 
be  politic,  even  if  it  were  practicable,  to  raise  by  an 
immediate  and  constant  imposition  of  taxes.  There 
must,  therefore,  be  a  resort  to  credit,  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  supply.  But  the  public  credit  is  at  this 
juncture  so  depressed,  that  no  hope  of  adequate  suc- 
cor, on  moderate  terms,  can  safely  rest  upon  it.  Hence, 
It  becomes  the  object  first  and  last  in  every  practical 
scheme  of  finance,  to  re-animate  the  confidence  of  the 
citizens;  and  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  every  man, 
who,  for  the  public  account,  renders  services,  furnishes 
supplies,  or  advances  money,  a  conviction  of  the  punc- 
tuality as  well  as  of  the  security  of  the  Government.  It 
is  not  to  be  regarded,  indeed,  as  the  case  of  preserving 
a  credit  which  has  never  been  impaired,  but  rather 
as  the  case  of  rescuing  from  reproach  a  credit  over 
which  dcRibt  and  apprehension  (not  the  less  injurious 
perhaps  because  they  are  visionary)  have  cast  an  in- 
auspicious shade.  In  the  former  case,  the  ordinary 
means  of  raising  and  appropriating  the  revenue,  will 
always  be  sufficient ;  but  in  the  latter  case,  no  exertion 
can  be  competent  to  attain  the  object,  which  does  not 
quiet,  in  every  mind,  every  fear  offuture  loss  or  disap- 
pointment in  consequence  of  trusting  to  the  pledges  of 
the  public  faith. 

The  condition  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try presents   another  copious  source  of  mischief  and 
embarrassment.     The    recent   exportations    of  specie 
Lave  considerably  diminished  the  fund  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver coin  ;  and  another  considerable  portion  of  that  fund 
has  been   drawn  by  the  timid  and   the  wary,  from  the 
use  of  the  community,  into  the  private  coffers  of  indi- 
viduals.    On   the    other    hand,   the    multiplication    of 
banks  in  the  several  States  has  so  increased  the  quan- 
tity of  paper  currency,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  cal- 
culate its  amount ;  and  still  more  difl^icult  to  ascertain 
its  value,  with  reference  to  the  capital  on  which  it  has 
been  issued.     But  the  benefit  of  even   this  paper  cur- 
rency is  in  a  great  measure  lost,  as  the  suspension  of 
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patjie^iita  in  s])e(ie  at  most  of  tb«  banks  haa  suddenly 
brcifcn  the  chayi  of  accommodation,  that  previously 
exi4'^^  ^^^  ^Tfdit  and  the  circulation  of  the  notes 
wU  *h.were  einiited  in  one  State  into  every  State  in 
thfX-ft'on.  1 1.  HP  ay  in  general  be  affirmed,  therefore, 
thft^tliiere  exisls'at  this  time  no  adequate  circulating 
mei'^ugn  common  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Staites. 
This,  ntoneyed  uifnsactions  of  private  life  are  at  a  stand  ; 
fuadi  Uje  fiscal  ("jperations  of  Government  labor  with 
eztt<^ni<>  inconvenience.  It  is  impossible  that  such  a 
statr  C4  things  snould  be  long  endured  ;  but,  let  it  be 
faifV  |dded,  that  with  legislative  aid  it  is  not  neces- 
sariltUit  the  endurance  should  be  long.  Under  favor- 
abliv  cifcumstance,  and  to  a  limited  extent,  an  emission 
of  i'rwfisury  notes  would,  probably,  afford  relief;  but 
Ttr$hifTy  note*  are  an  expensive  and  precarious  substi- 
tut|>?  e^her  for  coin  or  for  bank  notes,  charged  as  they 
arfviSi  a  grcn»nng  interest,  productive  of  no  coun- 
ter^i^iU.ig  profit  in  emolument,  and  exposed  to  every 
bro;^  .of  popular  prejudice  or  alarm.  The  establish- 
mcA^  <^  a  natioual  in^t|tution,  operating  upon  credit 
co!',^uicd  with.mpital,  ^nd  regulated  by  prudence  and 
gof.i  ^ith,  IF,  lifter  aUj  the  only  efficient  remedy  for 
the^dijordered  ionditian  of  our  circulating  medium. 
W^^le^  accorai;>ljihing  that  object,  too,  there  will  be 
fouS^d.t under  ttjc  auspices  of  such  an  institution,  a 
salf^dtoository  lor  the  public  treasure  and  a  constant 
au'fili^y  to  the  [lublic  credit.  Uut,  whether  the  issues 
of  i»>pK>*''  currpr^y  proceed  from  the  National  Treasury 
or  Loi/i  a  Natioijal  Bank,  the  acceptance  of  the  paper 
in  (itctrurse  of  pitymenUi  and  receipts  must  be  forever 
opit^tii^l  with  thf!  citizens.  I'he  extremity  of  that  day 
cai'^o(^be  anticipated,  when  any  honest  and  enlight- 
enu)  K4tesman  *will  again  venture  upon  the  desperate 
exp^dijint  of  a  tc^nder  law. 

H-oJh  this  pajnful,  llut  necessary  dcvelopeinent  of 
exij^iig  evils,  wie  pass,  with  hope  and  confidence,  to  a 
mu^^-  {yecific  coiisideration  of  the  measures  from  which 
reljjif  Jiiay  be  certainly  Etnd  speedily  derived.  Kemem- 
bei*ig*-ilways,  ttiat  the -objects  of  the  Government  are 
to  «aife  the  public  credit;  upon  a  solid  and  durable  foun- 
da»V'>nf;  to  provide  a  revenue  commensurate  with  the 
deij^ai'ds  of  a  wijr  expei?diture,  and  to  remove  from  the 
Ti£]«sgry  an  im^ediatci  pressure,  the  following  propo- 
sit|^|n8rare  submitted  tothc  committee,  with  every  sen- 
tiq|?nf.'Of  defererjce  and. respect. 


i 


PROPOSITIONS. 

1^  Ij  is  propo^-d,  thai,  during  the  war,  and  until  the 
cUIj[i^.fontempiJited  by  the  proposition  are  completely 
8a^tifi<iJ,  or  extijict,  there  shall  be  annually  raised  by 
ta^f^Bjjduties,  irjiposts,  and  excises,  a  fund  for  these 
puirio<e8 : 

1.  ?}ot  the  support  of  (iovernment    -         -  f  1,500,000 

2.  jl/oi;  the  priHrcipal  a*iJ  interest  of  the 
ii^biic  debt,  etisting  before  the  declara- 
t,t'r>'<^f  war,  ar:d  payajile  according  to  the 
f|n^ilct 

3.  Jo?  the  interfst  of  tHe  public  debt,  con- 
tiict«d,  and  to!bo  be  contracted,  by  loans, 
|i|  (jlherwise,  tfrora  the  commencement 
t^Jt.^r  termina^tion  of  the  war,  calculated 
m|o>i  an  annual  principal  of  seventy-two 
^'^  I  Vans  of  dollars  .... 

4.  ^ji.the  paym{<nt  of  Treasury  notes,  with 
fejj  Hccruing  i^iterest     .... 

5.  Hjt  the  payment  of  debentures  to  be  is- 
i^ed   (as  is  hcreinaftgr  proposed)  for  li- 


-     3,500,000 


4,320,000 
7,400,000 


1 


iddted  bahinces,  du*  to  individuals,  on 
ount  of  services  or  Supplies,  authorized 


by  law,  bat  either  not  embraced  by  a  spe- 
cific appropriation,  or  exceeding  the  sum 
appropriated $280,000 

6.  For  a  current  addition  to  the  sum  raised 
by  loan,  or  issues  of  Treasury  notes,  to- 
wards defraying  the  general  expenses  of 

the  war 2,000,000 

7.  For  the  gradual  establishment  of  a  sink- 
ing fund,  to  extinguish  the  debt  incurred 

during  the  war 500,000 

8.  For  the  contingent  fund,  to  meet  sud- 
den and  occasional  demands  upon  the 
Treasury 1,500,000 

21,000,000 

II.  It  is  proposed,  that,  during  the  war,  and  until 
the  claims  contemplated  by  the  preceding  proposition 
arc  completely  satisfied,  or  other  adequate  funds  shall 
be  provided  and  substituted  by  law,  there  shall  b« 
annually  raised,  by  the  means  here  specified,  the  fol- 
lowing sums  ; 

1.  By  the  customs  (which  cannot  be  safely 
estimated,  during  the  war,  at  a  higher 
product) $4,000,000 

2.  By  the  existing  internal  duties      -         -     2,700,000 

3.  By  the  existing  direct  tax     -         -         -     2,.'>00,000 

4.  By  the  sales  of  public  lands  (which  can- 
not be  safely  estimated,  during  the  war, 

at  a  higher  product)       ....        800,000 

5.  By  an  addition  to   the  existing    direct 

tax  of  one  hundred  per  cent  -         -     2,850,000 

C.  By  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per  cent. 

on  the  present  auction  duties         -         -        150,000 

7.  By  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per  cent. 

on  the  existing  duties  upon  carriages    -         200,000 

8.  By  an  addition  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
existing  duties  on  licenses  to  retail  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  mer- 
chandise        300,000 

y.   By  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per  cent. 

on  the  existing  rate  of  postage       -         -        500,000 

10.  By  the  proceeds  of  the  new  duties  spe- 
cified in  the  annexed  schedule,  marked 
A,  making  the  aggregate       ... 


7,000,000 
21,000,000 


III.  It  is  proposed,  that  a  National  Bank  shall  be 
incorporated  for  a  term  of  twenty  years,  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Philadelphia,  with  a  power  to  erect  oBice»  of 
discount  and  dcposite  elsewhere,  upon  the  following 
principles  : 

1.  That  the  capital  of  the  bank  shall  be  fifty  millions 
of  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  one  hundred  thousand 
bhares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  Three-fifths  of  the 
capital,  being  sixty  thousand  shares,  amounting  to  thirty 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  subscribed  by  corporations, 
companies,  or  individuals  ;  and  two-fifthsof  the  capital, 
being  forty  thousand  shares,  amounting  to  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  United 
States. 

2.  That  the  subscriptions  of  corporations,  companies 
and  individuals,  shall  bo  paid  for  in  the  following 
manner: 

One-fifth  part,  or  six  millions,  in  gold  or  silver  coin. 

Four-fifth  parts,  or  twenty-four  millions,  in  gold  or 
silver  coin,  or  in  six  per  cent,  stock  issued  since  the 
declaration  of  war,  and  Treasury  notes,  in  the  propor- 
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tion  of  one-fiflh  Treasury  notes  and  three-fifths  in  six 
per  cent,  stock. 

3.  That  the  subscripUonsof  corporations,  companies, 
and  individual?,  shall  be  paid  at  the  following  periods  : 
20  dollars  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  at  the 
time  of  subscribing,  in  gold  or  silver 
coin  -         -         -  -         * 

40  dollars  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  in 
gold  or  silver  coin,  one  month  after 
the  subscription  .  .  -  - 
40  dollars  on  each  share,  in  two  months 
after  the  subscription,  in  gold  or  sil- 
Ter  coin  .----- 


$1,200,000 


2,400,000 


2,400,000 


100  dollars,  specie     6,000,000 

100  dollars  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  sil- 
ver coin,  or  in  six  per  cent,  stock,  or 
in  Treasury  notes,  according  to  the 
preceding  apportionment,  to  be  paid  at 
the  time  of  subscribing     .         -         -     6,000,000 

150  dollars  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  in 
like  manner,  in  two  months  after 
sulmcribing       -  -  -  -  -     9,000.000 

150  dollars  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  in 
like  manner,  in  three  months  after 
subscribing 9,000,000 


500 


30,000,000 


4.  That  the  subscription  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  paid  in  six  per  cent,  stock,  at  the  same  periods  and 
in  the  same  proportions  as  the  payments  of  private 
subscriptions,  in  stock  and  Treasury  notes. 

5.  That  the  United  States  may  substitute  six  per 
cent,  stock,  for  the  amount  of  the  Treasury  notes  sub- 
scribed by  corporations,  companies,  and  individuals,  as 
the  notes  respectively  become  due  and  payable. 

6.  That  the  bank  shall  loan  to  the  United  States 
thirty  millions,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  at  such 
periods,  and  in  such  sums,  as  shall  be  found  mutually 
convenient. 

7.  That  no  part  of  the  public  stock,  constituting  a 
portion  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  shall  be  sold  during 
the  war  ;  nor  at  any  subsequent  time,  for  less  than  par  ; 
nor  at  any  tune  to  an  amount  exceeding  one  moiety, 
without  the  consent  of  Congress. 

8.  That  provision  shall  be  made  for  protecting  the 
bank  notes  from  forgery  ;  for  limiting  the  issue  of  bank 
notes ;  and  for  receiving  them  in  all  payments  to  the 
United  States. 

9.  That  the  capital  of  the  bank,  its  notes,  deposites, 
dividends,  or  profits,  (its  real  estate  only  excepted,) 
shall  not  be  subject  to  taxation  by  the  United  States  or 
by  any  individual  State. 

10.  That  no  other  bank  shall  be  established  by  Con- 
gress, during  the  term  for  which  the  National  Bank  is 
incorporated. 

11.  That  the  National  Bank  shall  be  governed  by 
fifteen  directors,  being  resident  citizens  of  the  United 
SUtes  and  stockholders.  IMie  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  annually  name  five  directors,  and  designate 
one  of  the  five  to  be  president  of  the  bank.  The  other 
directors  shall  be  annually  chosen  by  the  quahfied 
stockholders,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  if  resident  within 
the  United  Slates,  voting  upon  a  scale  graduated  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  shares  which  tliey  respectively 
hold.  The  cashier  and  other  officers  of  the  bank  to  be 
appointed  as  is  usual  in  similar  institutions. 

12.  That  the  directors  of  the  National   Bank  shall 


appoint  seven  p>ersons,  one  of  whom  to  preside,  as  the 
managers  of  each  office  of  discount  and  deposite,  and 
one  person  to  be  the  cashier. 

13.  That  the  general  powers,  privileges,  and  regu- 
lations of  the  bank,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  usual  in 
similar  institutions;  but  with  this  special  provision, 
that  the  general  accounts  shall  be  subject  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

IV.  It  is  proposed,  that,  after  having  thus  provided 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  upon  every 
denomination  of  public  debt,  for  raising  annually  a 
portion  of  the  annual  expense,  by  taxes;  for  establishing 
a  sinking  fund,  in  relation  to  the  new  debt,  as  well  as 
in  relation  to  the  old  debt ;  and  for  securing  to  the 
public  the  efficient  agency  of  a  National  Bank  ;  the 
only  remaining  object  of  supply  shall  be  accomplished 
by  annual  loans,  and  issues  of  Treasury  notes,  if,  un- 
expectedly, such  issues  should  continue  to  be  neces- 
sary or  expedient. 

1.  The  amount  of  annual  expenditure  during  the 
war,  exceeding  the  sums  provided  for,  does  not  admit 
of  a  prospective  estimate  beyond  the  year  1815;  but 
for  that  year  it  may  be  estimated  with  sufficient  accu- 
racy for  the  general  purposes  of  the  present  communi- 
cation, at  $28,000,000. 

2.  Then  for  the  year  1815,  an  additional  provision 
must  be  made,  authorizing  a  loan  and  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  to  an  equal  amount,  $28,000,000. 

V.  It  is  proposed  that  the  accounts  for  authorized 
expenses  being  duly  stated  and  settled,  a  certificate  or 
debenture  shall  issue  to  the  accountant  specifying  the 
balance  ;  and  that  in  all  cases,  where  there  has  been 
no  specific  appropriation,  or  the  claim  exceeds  the 
amount  of  the  sum  appropriated,  the  balance  shall  bear 
an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  until  provision  is  made  by 
law  for  paying  the  amount. 

V'l.  And,  finally,  it  is  proposed  to  relieve  the  Trea- 
sury from  an  immediate  pressure,  upon  the  principles 
of  the  following  statement: 

1.  The  amount  of  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  exclu- 
sive of  balances  of  appropriations  fur  former  years, 
unsatisfied,  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the  late  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  of  the  23d  September,  1814, 
to  be,  on  the  30th  June    -         -  $27,576,391  19 

2.  The  accounts  of  the  third  quarter  of 
1814  are  not  yet  made  up,  and  the 
precise  sums  paid  during  that  quarter 
cannot  now  be  ascertained,  but  they 

amount  to  nearly     ....      8,400,000  00 


Leaving  to  be  paid  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1814  -         -  $19,176,391  1» 


3.  This  balance,  payable  during  the  fourth  quarter  of 

1814,  consists  of  the  following  items: 
Civil,  diplomatic,  and  mis- 


cellaneous    expenses, 

about 
Military,  about 
Naval,  about 
Public  debt,  about  - 


$353,292  99 
8,792,688  00 
2,382,010  97 
7,648,419  23 


.$19,176,391  19 


4.  The  existing  provisions  by  law  for  the  payment  of 
this  balance  of  $19,176,391  19,  may  be  stated  as 
follows : 

The  act  of  the  24th  March,  1814,  author- 
ized a  loan  of  -         -         -         .  $25,000,000  00 


I 

i 


:i 


i\ 
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k««<(torthe  4lh  March,  1814,  author- 
;i]ie4'an  JMue  of  Treasury  notes  for  - 


Uji.;ieM  these  authorities, 
i&ere   have    been    boj- 
^,-wifJ,on  loari,  ^bout  $10,895,000  00 
f.re  have  been  sent  to 
lupjpe,  in  6  |)er  cent. 
lioc^  -         -         -    6,000,000  00 

T|*rfrha8  been  Issued,  in 

•jtrej^'ury  notfs  -         -    3,504,000  00 


5,000,000  00 
$30,000,000  00 


>\ 


i 


I 


Tljere  r«niainfl,  therefore, 
^li  ^nexecuteil  auth(^- 
|ty  Vi>  borrow  <     - 

Ti^ist^  Treasury  notis 

i 


20.399,000  00 
$9,601,000  00 


8,105,000  00 
1,496,000  00 


9.601,000  00 


Tft*  demands  o^  the  foyrth  quarter  be 

fTif^^then  -     .    - 

Tfe^cjnay  be  applied  |o 

V(»'eet  them  ihf  revenUe 

-»,'Cruing    during     the 

i^ua^er,  from  all  sour- 

iwi.jAbout  -         -         -   2,900,000  00 
Al|(c  jjaym'ls  to  be  maije 

ft)  arcount  of  loans  ti' 

f«sdv  contracted  for,  ar- 

Jording  to  the  authof- 

^y  «tK>ve  sUted,  aboqt    2,500,000  00 

i-  2'  i  


$19,176,391  19 


5,400,000  00 


r 


'X(*ving  *  balance  to  be  provided 
for,  of      :-        . :       - 


$13,776,391  19 


B)^ihe  authority  remaiii- 

Jiii5  JO  borrow      -        !  $8,105,000  00 
B}*.ibo  authority  rcmairj- 

j{:^  )0  issue  Treasurj^ 

J-^tA  -         -        ;.    1,496,000  00 

un  «dditionai  authof- 
0\  ii  be  grantv'd  by  lapr 
M-b(trrow,  and  to  issu; 
.^e^Bury  nottts  - 


r    4,175,391  19 


$13,776,391  19 


■jTheiie  estima'es,  hov^reyer,  it  will  be  observed,  are 
in^if?  ^ith  a  view,  siiijjply,  to  the  appropriations  by 
laW-toc^the  expenses  of  fhe  year  1814,  and  do  not  em- 
bri^i  a.'provisioir'to~"sat,sfy  balances  of  appropriations 
maiiT-  I'jr  the  expenses  oi"  preceding  years,  which  have 
nof;l)eMtJ  called  for  at  the  Treasury.  But,  it  will  prob- 
abli- be"  deemed  ^xpedient  to  make  such  provision  by 
exfendpig  the  rnjw  authority  to  borrow  from  the  above 
bat£r)A^.  to  SIX  niillions.  If  the  6  per  cent,  slock  which 
haif  i}e^a  sent  to  Europe  should  be  there  disposed  of,  it 
wi||.ror^  an  iteoj  in  the  estimates  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Xf  «>portioii  of  the  amount  to  be  provided  during 
the;  pri^ent  quarter  consists  of  Treasury  notes  which 
wilf  iojn  be  due,  it  will  be  advisable  to  make  them 
rec^va^le  in  sut<Mcriptiocis  to  the  loan. 

Irjw proper  to  accompany  these  propositions  uith  a 
fe^Vxblanatory  reraark*: 

l^Tjpe  first  proposition  contemplates  a  permanent 
but  th 


ysM-.m,   but  the-  estimate  of  the  particular  items  of 

UiflSi^od  deniaflds  upo^n  the  public  must  be  regarded  I  And  even  if  all  the  departmeuU,  Legwlativc,  Jblxecu 


as  immediately  applying  to  the  year  1815.     In  every 

subsequent  year  there  will  necessarily  be  some  varia- 
tion ;  as.  for  instance,  the  item  of  interest  on  the  old 
debt  will  annually  sink,  while  the  item  of  interest  on 
the  new  debt  will  annually  rise,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war. 

The  items  for  annually  raising  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic expenses  by  taxes,  and  for  applying  to  the  new  debt 
a  sinking  fund — gradually  increasing  until  it  becomes 
commensurate  to  its  object — are  essential  features  in 
the  plan  suggested,  with  a  view  to  the  revival  and  main- 
tenance of  public  credit.  The  extinguishment  of  the 
old  debt  is  already  in  rapid  operation  by  the  wise  pre- 
caution of  a  similar  institution. 

2.  The  second  proposition  will  doubtless  generate 
many  and  very  various  objections.  The  endeavor  haa 
been,  however,  to  spread  the  general  amount  of  the 
taxes  over  a  wide  surface  with  a  hand  as  light  and 
equal  as  is  consistent  with  convenience  in  the  process, 
and  certainty  in  the  result. 

All  the  opportunities  of  observation,  and  all  the 
means  of  information  that  have  been  possessed,  leave 
no  doubt  upon  the  disposition  of  the  people  to  contri- 
bute generously  for  relieving  the  necessities  of  their 
country  ;  and  it  has  been  thought  unworthy  of  that 
patriotic  disposition  to  dwell  upon  scanty  means  of 
supply,  or  short  lived  expedients.  Whenever  the  war 
shall  be  happily  terminated  in  an  honorable  peace,  and 
the  Treasury  shall  be  again  replenished  by  the  tribu- 
tary streams  of  commerce,  it  will  be  at  once  a  duty  and 
»  pleasure  to  recommend  an  alleviation,  if  not  an  en- 
tire exoneration  of  the  burdens  which  necessarily  fall 
at  present  upon  the  agriculture  and  manufacture  of  the 
nation. 

3.  In  making  a  proposition  for  the  establishment  of 
a  National    Bank,  I  cannot   be   insensible  to  the   high 
authority  of  the  names  which  have  appeared  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  measure  upon  Constitutional  grounds.     It 
would  be  presumptuous  to  conjecture  that  the  senti- 
ments which  actuated  the  opposition  have  passed  away  ; 
and  yet  it  would  be  denying  to  experience  a  great  prac- 
tical advantage,  were  we  to  suppose  that  a  difference 
of  times  and  circumstances  would  not  produce  a  cor- 
responding difference  in  the  opinions  of  the  wicest   as 
well  as  of  the  purest   men.     But,  in  the  present  case, 
a  change  of  private  opinion  is  not  material   to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  proposition  for  establishing  a  National  Bank 
In  the  administration  of  human  aflairs,  there  must  be 
a  (>eriod  when  discussion  shall  cease  and  decision  shall 
become  absolute.     A  diversity  of  opinion  may  honor- 
ably survive  the  contest;  but,  upon  the  genuine  prin- 
ples  of  a  representative  (iovcrnment,  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  can  alone  be  carried  into  action.     The  judge, 
who  dissents  from    the  majority  of  the  bench,  changes 
not  his  opinion,  but    performs  his  duty,  when  he   en- 
forces  the  judgment  of  the   court,  although   it  is  con- 
trary to  his  own  convictions.     An  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws,  is  not,  therefore,  an  oath  to 
support  them  under  all  circumstances,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  individual  who  takes  it,  but  it  is,  em- 
phatically, an    oath  to  support  them   according  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  legitimate   authorities.     For   the 
erroneous  decisions  of  a  court  of  law,  there  it-   the  re- 
dress of  a  censorial  us  well  as  of  an  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion.    Over  an  act  founded  upon  an  exposition  of  the 
Constitution,  made  by  the  Legislative  department  of 
the  (iovernment,  but  alleged  to  be  incorrect,  we  have 
seen  the  Judicial  department  exercise  remedial  power. 
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tive,  and  Judicial,  should  concur  in  the  exerci-e  of  a 
power,  which  is  either  thought  to  transcend  the  Con- 
■litutional  trust,  or  to  o})erate  injuriously  upon  the 
community,  the  case  is  still  within  the  reach  of  a  com- 
petent control,  through  the  medium  of  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  upon  the  proposition,  not  only  of 
Congress  but  of  the  several  States.  W  hen.  therefore, 
we  have  marked  the  existence  of  a  National  Bank  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  with  all  the  sanctions  of  the 
Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  authorities;  when 
we  have  seen  the  dissolution  of  one  institution,  and 
heard  a  loud  and  continued  call  for  the  establishment 
of  another;  when,  under  these  circumstances,  neither 
Congress  nor  the  several  States  have  resorted  to  the 
power  of  amendment;  can  it  be  deemed  a  violation  of 
the  right  of  private  opinion,  to  consider  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a  National  Bank,  as  a  question  forever  set- 
tled and  at  rest  1 

But,  after  all,  I  should  not  merit  the  confidence, 
which' It  will  be  my  ambition  to  acquire,  if  I  were  to 
iuppress  the  declaration  of  an  opinion,  that,  in  these 
times,  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  will  not 
only  be  useful  in  promoting  the  general  welfare,  but 
that  it  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution some  of  the  most  important  powers  Constitu- 
tionally vested  in  the  Government. 

Upon  the  principles  and  regulations  of  the  National 
Bank,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  remark,  that  they  will  be 
best  unfolded  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  which  shall  be  im- 
mediately prepared.  A  compound  capital  is  suggested, 
with  a  design  equally  to  accommodate  the  subscribers, 
and  to  aid  the  general  measures,  for  the  revival  of  pub- 
lic credit ;  but  the  proportions  of  bperie  and  stock  may 
be  varied,  if  the  scarcity  of  coin  should  render  it  ex- 
pedient ;  yet  not  in  so  great  a  degree,  as  to  prevent  an 
early  commencement  of  the  money  operations  of  the 
institution. 

4.  The  estimates  of  receipU  from  established  sources 
of  revenue  and  from  the  proposed  new  duties,  and  the 
estimates  of  expenditures,  on  all  the  objects  contempla- 
ted in  the  present  communication,  have  been  made 
upon  a  call  so  sudden,  and  upon  materials  so  scattered, 
that  It  !■  not  intended  to  claim  a  perfect  reliance  on  their 
accuracy.  They  are,  however,  believed  to  be  suffi- 
ciently accurate  to  illustrate  and  support  the  general 
plan,  for  the  revival  of  the  public  credit,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  system  of  revenue,  and  the  remo- 
val of  the  immediate  pressure  on  the  Treasury. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir.  I  have  freely  and  openly  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  the  station  in  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  placed.  But,  conscious  of  the  imper- 
fections of  the  judgment  that  dictates  the  answer  to  the 
important  inquiries  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  derive  the  highest  satisfaction  from  reflecting, 
that  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation,  for  war.  or  for 
peace,  depend  on  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and  fortitude 
of  Congress,  during  limes  which  impenously  demand 
a  display  of  those  qualities  in  the  exercise  of  the  Le- 
gislative authority.      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.C., 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
J.  W.  Ems,  Esq.,  Chairman,  4-c. 


Schedule  of  new  taxes  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  which  the  taxes 
proposed  in  the  report  of  the  committee  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  10th  instant,  are  princi- 
pally adopted. 
1.  On  spiriu  distilled  from  domestic  or  foreign  ma- 


teriala  86  cents  per  gallon,  computed  on  24,000,000 
gallons  ;  provided  the  present  tax  on  the  capacity  of 
the  still  should  be  continued.  If  it  is  thought  best  to 
lay  the  tax  entirely  on  the  liquor,  then  the  tax  on  the 
capacity  of  the  stills  to  be  taken  off,  and  30  cenU  per 
gallon  to  be  laid  on  the  liquor.  For  the  present  esti- 
mate, it  is  taken  at  25  cents  per  gallon       -  $6,000,000 

2.  On  porter,  ale,  and  strong  beer,  2  cents 
per  gallon,  computed  on  6,000,000  gal- 
lons       120,000 

3.  On  manufactured  tobacco  and  snufT,  ave- 
raged at  Ti  cents  ptr  pound,  and  compu- 
ted on  ten  million  pounds      ...        500,000 

4.  On  leather  of  various  kinds,  averaged  at 
three  cents  per  pound,  and  computed  on 
twenty  million  pounds  -         -         -         -        600,000 

5.  On  pig-iron  at  $1,50  per  ton,  computed 
on  300,000  tons    -         -         -         -         -        450,000 

6.  On  paper,  at  various  rates,  averaging  7 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  article,  com- 
puted on  the  annual  manufacture  of  the 
value  of  2,500,000  dollars      -         -         -        175,000 

7.  On  playing  cards,  at  25  cenU  per  pack, 
computed  on  400,000  packs  -         -         100,000 

8.  On  counsellors  and  attorneya  at  law, 
process  in  suits  at  law  and  equity,  pro- 
ceedings in  admiralty,  arbitrations  and 
references,  and  other  legal  proceedings 
in  the  courU  of  the  United  Sutes  -        300,000 

9.  On  conveyances,  mortgages,  and  other 
contracts  relating  to  real  estate      •         -        250,000 


$8,495,000 
The  sum  to  be  raised  by  new  taxes  accord- 
ing  to  the  estimates  of  the   Secretary's 
letter,  i« 7,000,000 

Leaving  a  surplus,  for  the  expenses  of  col- 
lection and  errors  in  the  estimates,  of    -     1,495,000 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  move  that  a 
preater  than  the  usual  nunaber  of  ihis  document 
be  printed.  From  the  reading  of  the  report,  he 
considered  it  an  able  one,  and  of  a  nature  and  iij- 
terest  abundantly  more  important  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  than  many  documents  in  respect  to 
which  this  course  had  been  pursued.  He  wished, 
for  his  part,  to  be  enabled  to  send  to  his  conslitu- 
enis  some  copies;  and  therefore  moved  that  fire 
thousand  copies  thereof  be  primed. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — 70  to  57. 

CONGRESSIONAL  LIBRARY 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Library  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  to  contract  for  the  purchase 
of  the  library  ofMr.  Jefferson,  was  again  resumed. 

The  amendment  proposed  yesterday,  going  to 
limit  the  sum  to  be  given  for  the  library  to 
twenty  five  thousand  dollars,  being  yet  under 
consideration. 

The  dis-cussion  which  commenced  yesterday 
was  to-day  continued  with  considerable  vivacity. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 
And  supported  bv  Mex^rs  Oakley  of  New  York, 
Pickering  and  John  Reed  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  HuLBKRT  from  Massachusetts,  it  ought 
to  be  menlionel  particularly,  being  his  first  essay 
in  this  House,  in  a  very  ingenious  and  handsome 
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sp«M*^\i  opposed,  the  amendmeDt  and  advocated 

tliii;purchase  of  the  library. 

Ifhf  debate  before  .ts  conclusion  became  rather 


Peacock  and  Epervier. 


October,  1814. 


charge  of  their  duties,  &c.,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Cox  be 


,-  ,,    •        ---■-■-■ .viw.^.  ^,^^.,s^.   i,,«ii,i,.   »»  toai  tit  anu  i^ir.  i^ox  oe 

t».  apimated,  and  being  checked  by  the  bpeaker,    appointed  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
tti^'jiaestior.  wa^  per;mitted  to  be  taken.     There  j  into  the  causes  of  the  late  capture  of  the  city  of 
af;f7i  .rred    to  be  on   ihe   yeas  and   nays,  fur  the  '  Washington,  by  the  enemy,  in  the  places  of  Mr 
afuJ-iidment  3:7.  and  iigainst  it  103.  as  fol!ow>:       j  Stockto.n  and  Mr.  Miller. 

A  *>*s— .Mcssts.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bigelow,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the 
Koyd'Bradburj.Brigham,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cillev,  [  petition  of  Oliver  Evans  (the  same  as  presented 
C:u^('j)er,  Davhnport, jEly,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Jack-  last  session)  for  the  extension  of  his  patent  for 
M-t  of  Rhode  Tpiand,  Lewis,  Macon,  Markeli,  .Moffit,  {  the  improvements  in  the  steam  engine.— Referred 
\f.jil<omery.  Pearson.  Pitkin.  Post,  Potter,  John  !  to  theCommitteeof  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
Kr,  J.;  V\  1  !iam>  Reed,  dherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  in  opposition  lo  the  wi.shes  of  Mr.  Ingersoll  who 
Vw    York,    Stockton     Taggart,    Thompson     Vose,     desired  it  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

^■iio,  anrvV.Uo':^  ol-  V  °h '  'u  ^  ""'  ^'^''''"'  ^'-  ^^^^^^^Lu  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
Vl,^a,.  and  VVdson  of  .MassachusetU.  Jie.ary,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  ju- 

«VV^^  "*r«  A  exander,  Alston  Archer,  Avery,  ,  dicial  system  of  (he  United  States;  which  was 
BXnJ,:  Barnett,  Bayly  of  W.n.a  Bowen,  Bradley,  !  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
mow,!.   Burwcll,    Butler,  Chappell,   Clark,  Ciopton,     Whole 

2ouci''c^u';hr>-r;  Dsrrn^^;r'5T^'''^'.^'"''*^'r'  l  Mr.KENT,ofMaryIand,fromtheDistrictCom- 
CfoUfjj,  cutntvrt,  JJana,  Uavu  of  rennsylvania,  De-  I  miitoo    ronnno.i  „  k.ii    .  i      /-•   i 

4v.J«,  Desh..  Du.ail,  Earle,  Evans.  Farrow.  F.nd-  I  ^'  '  M-nnfl.,  bill  incorporating  the  Colum- 
4.7.sk  of  .New  York,  Forney.  Forsvth,  Frankhn.  i  t  '  DMr^ct  o  ^nlLK"'"P^"^"^  Alexandria,  in 
gLiom.  Ghoi^.n.  r.n^i-vn    rJ^r.Ur.    Holt    „_.„„' i  "»e  JJistrict  ol  Columbia,  whici 


Gibtofi,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin.  Hall,  Hanson,     „    j  ..    . 

'if.-,;    «„„! ■._i.  u-^--    ii__i !      TT     .         ^  „     '    and  commuted 


ich  was  twice  read 


Hjirris,  Hasbroiick,  Ha>:ves,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
ti^ky,  HubbaiU,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbert, 
Irfeersij;!!,  Irvinif,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
g|>'ai_?>^nne.ly,  Kent  (if  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kxrr,  Aershaw,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  King  of  North 
ClroKna,  Law,  LctferU-,  Lovett.  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim, 
^'^L.cjn,  .Moore,  Mosoley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 


The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  author- 
izing the  joint  Library  Committee  of  Congress 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  un- 


O^inst^v,  Parker,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pleasants.  Rhea  of  !  favorable  to  the  petition  of  Alexander  Sevier  was 
T|:nn,i»see,  Kiuh,   Rinfrgold,   Roane,    Ruggles,  Sage,     taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Sjhur.nian,  Seybcrt,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn-  ]      Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  a   mo- 
«>jvar,!ia.  Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor.  ,  tion  similar  to  one  adopted  at  his  instance  at  the 
^*^<'^t  jToup    y^ree,  Weh^ier,  \Vilson  of  Penu»yU     last  session,   out   of  which   an   act   had   grown 
v«jiia  .Winter,  Wright,  and  \  ancey.  which  had  passed   the   House,  but   had    not  beeii 

•-Mr.  Pickering  moved  an  amendment,  in  sub-  definitively  acted  on  in  the  Senate.  The  subiect 
stjinc^the  same  as  that  moved  yesterday  by  Mr.  of  the  motion  was.  a  further  provision  for  com- 
Oj^kl>:y  and  i.egativ.d  j  the  object  of  which  was  pensating  masters  of  vessels  who  brine  home  to 
ajreleption  of  part  ol  the  library.  the  United  States  distressed  and  destitute  Ameri- 

j^tO;  amencment  was  negatived    by  yeas  and    can  seamen;  into  thcexpediency  of  making  which 


n.^js-t  52  to  90. 

jAn,  amendment  was  then  adopted,  on  motion 
o^/>M^  OAKLtY,  requiring  the  sanction  of  Con- 
giif^s*to  the  agreement  for  the  purchase  of  the 
liffaiy,  before  it  should  become  binding.  And. 
tl#u3  j»mendei|,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  a 
tlfird  Reading. I 


I 


his  motion   instructed   the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  inquire.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PEACOCK  AND  EPERVIER. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ol 
the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to  the 
victory  of  the  Peacock  over  the  Epervier.  The 
resolution  having  been  read- 
Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  (the  chairman  of 
the  Naval  Committee,)  said  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  detain  the  Committee  by  any  extended  re- 


I      I  Wedmesday,  October  19. 

*An.\ther  mrmber  lo  wit :  from  South  Carolina, 
Jv)HN?C.  Calhodn,  appfared  and  took  his  seat. 

JMr^  Humphreys    presented    several    petitions  \  maVks-o^Thr.  y:bj;cT"TVi;Vc[io^"'to";^^^ 
frj^    the   inhabitant,  of   the    State  of    Tennes-    resolution    referred,   more    particularly    r^^^^^ 
li:  l7Jn^  '^''  measures  may  be  taken  by  Con-  i  ,han  any  which  preceded  it'^emonstraVeiT  e  s^: 
g^>>s  IP  open  a  public  road,  crossing  the  Tennes-  ,  penor.ty  of  American  gunnery      To  show  this 
sey  np   some  where   near  the  mouth  of  Duck  I  kr.  P.  quoted  Captain  Warring  on's^eterTo  the 

[:iNa  chez"b'lTJ';h'rK'  r'  'on  t''^'^'^  I  S^"^'^^  -^  ^he^Navy  announcing  the  victoy 
R??.r  p5  , :  X'  7      ,  Chlcka^aw  Old  Towns.-  I  and  inferred  from  it  that  no  action  had  ever  taken 

i^J^llrirtfTT^^  IT.  'P'^*^^'    ^^'«-^^«   ^'^^'^^  of  anything    like    equal 

JitlharlTf^n     ?l  .      ^"'''V?'^'''"^    force,  in  which   there   had  been   so%reat  a  dis- 


bt|^ib>.harged  from  ilje  consideration  of  the  reso 
lu|it»n  of  the  2:id  ultimo,  directing  an  inquiry  into 
th|  expediency  of  making  further  provisions  for 
prjjeciing  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  dis- 


I 


parity  of  execution.     He  hoped  the  resolve  would 
be  unanimously  adopted. 

No  objection  being  made  or  amendment  pro- 
posed, the  Committee   rose   and    reported   their 
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Military  Marine— Relief  ofCommodore  Barney. 


H.  ofR. 


.  .«  .w»  ,-.ni,o  iifhirh  was  ordered  to  a  I  as  some  gentlemen  in  the  House  were,  he  knew, 
agreemen    to  the  "soWe  wh'ch 7*,  orderea  ,^^^^      .^.^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ,^  ^^^^  ^^ 


third    reading;    and   was    accordingly   read    and 
unanimously  passed. 


Thursday,  October  20. 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a 
petition  of  John  Crosby  and  others,  on  behal!  ot 
Ihe  inhabitants  of  Hamden.  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  praying  that  the  property  recovered  from 
the  wreck  of  the  United  States'  late  ship  Adams 
may  be  "iven  to  the  said  inhabitants,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  losses  sustained  in  consequence 
of  the  late  capture  of  that  place  by  the  British 
forces.— Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  Senate  having  returned  the  resolutions 
from  the  House,  in  honor  of  Generals  Brown. 
Scott,  Gaines,  Macomb,  Ripley,  Miller,  and  Por- 
ter with  sundry  amendments,  (not  affecting  the 
object  of  the  resolves.)  the  same  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  resolution  was  also  received  from  the  ben- 
ale  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  relative 
to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  Reindeer  by 
the  American  sloop  Wasp.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Blrwell.  of  Virginia,  stated  the  reasons 
why  he  had  not  called  up  the  motion  he  laid  on 
the  table  the  other  day,  calling  for  an  account  of 
the  officers  of  the  Army,  state  of  the  recruiting 
service,  «tc.  The  Committee  of  Military  Affairs, 
he  was  informed,  had  the  subject  before  them, 
and  had  received  a  document  embracing  all  the 
information  he  desired,  and  which,  when  they 
were  prepared  to  make  a  report,  they  would  lay 
before  the  House.  ,     .      •      i 

The  Military  Committee  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  for  a  week  during  the  sittings  of  the 

House.  ,    c   u 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pitkin  be  appointed  ot  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  late  capture  of  the  City  of  Washington  by 
the  enemy. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  House  having 
decided  that  Congress  should  not  remove  from 
this  place,  bethought  it  proper  some  steps  should 
be  immediately  taken  towards  making  a  provis- 
ion for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  different 
Deparliuenls  of  the  Government.  With  this 
opinion  he  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  President's  House,  the 
Capitol,  and  Public  Offices,  and  into  the  expenses  ne- 
cenary  for  that  purpose  ;  and  whether  the  public  in- 
terest or  convenience  would  be  promoted  by  any  change 
or  alteration  of  the  sites  of  said  buildings. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  saw  no 
reason  for  stirring  the  question  of  changing  the 
sites  of  these  buildings  at  present,  and  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  expunge  that  part  of  his  motion. 
Mr.  Lewis  said  he  was  of  the  same  opinion  as 
his  colleague  in  respect  to  the  inexpediency  of 
changing  the  sites  of"  the  public   buildings;  but, 


of  a  different  opinion,  he   had  thought  it  best  to 
place  the  question   in   its  broadest   siiape  before' 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Grosvenor.  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  instead  of  the 
standing  committee  as  proposed.  It  was  a  sub- 
ject interesting  to  the  whole  United  States,  and 
the  importance  of  which  was  not  limited  to  the 
District  only.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  general  committee.  He  look  oc- 
casion to  say,  that  the  decision  having  lK?en  made 
on  the  question  of  removal,  it  ought  to  be  final ; 
and  during  this  Congress,  at  least,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  move  it  again.  It  was  the  duty  of  this 
Congress,  he  conceived,  to  proceed  in  preparing 
for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  Government 

here.  »«/>.) 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  G.  s 
amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes  87;  and  Mr. 
Lewis.  Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  BowEN,  Mr.  Grosvenor,  Mr.  Sharp,  and 
Mr.  CoNDicT.  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

MILITARY  MARINE. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  requiring  staff  officers  of 
the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  ma- 
rine and  naval  officers  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  explained  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  as  indicated  by  the  title,  and 
quoted  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
recommending  Its  adoption. 

Mr.  Wright,  ol  Maryland,  expressed  his  wish, 
whilst  this  subject  was  under  consideration,  that 
the  subject  should  be  thoroughly  arranged;  and, 
with  that  view,  that  a  provision  should  be  incor- 
porated, settling  the  relative  rank  of  naval  to  land 
officers,  when  employed,  as  they  frequently  are, 
in  the  land  service. 

Mr.  Pleasants  assented   to   the  propriety  ot 
such    an    amendment;    and.    with    that    object, 
moved  thai  the  Committee  now  rise,  and  obtain 
leave  to  sit  again,  to  allow  lime  to  digest  such  an 
amendment  as  would  be  proper. 
Tiie  Committee  rose  accordingly. 
Mr.  Tboup,  of  Georgia,  suggested  the  ftp^a'" 
ency  of  a  proper  understanding  on  this  head,  be- 
tween the  Heads  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, and  some  reciprocal  provision  for  mutual 
accommodation  of  land  and  naval  officers,  when 
out  of  their  peculiar  element,  &c.     Some  amend- 
ment of  this   kind  might  well  be  incorporated 
when  ihe  bill  should  again  come  under  consid- 

Leave  was  given  to  the  Committee  ot  tbe 
Whole  to  sit  again  on  said  bill. 

RELIEF  OF  COMMODORE  BARNEY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers petty  officers,  and  seamen,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Joshua  Barney. 

Mr.  Pleasants  slated  the  object  of  ih.sbiil  to 
be  to  compensate  the  officers  and  men  of  the  lo- 
t^uia   for  the  loss  of  their  clothes  sustained  by  the 
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si^ildt^Q  destruction  ojf  the  flotilla  to  prevent  its 
faflit^  into  tlje  hao4s  of  the  enemy.  Mr.  P.  ad- 
vijttfj  also  to  iheir  good  conduct  in  the  defence 
oJ^Uijs  place,  .and  on  every  other  occasion,  and  to 
t\r  jieculiar  llardships  of  their  service,  dec. 

:,\lr  Wright,  of  Maryland,  after  paying  a  ju-t 
ti|i^)uie  to  llie.uniforn)  good  conduct  of  these  men, 
'iVyd  to  insert  threj;  instead  of  two  nioolhs  pay. 
^Tjtis  motion  was,  after  discussion,  negatived. 
Air'.  Post,  of  Nevf  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
),  by  striking  out  ho  much  of  the  bill  as  a>sijjns 
tLC  loss  of  ciolhes  and  bedding  bv  the  blowing 
ii»  o/  the  flotilla,  a->  a  reason  for  the  grant  pro- 
M^'iri,  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  "for  their 
bravery  in  the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  on  the  24ih 
oT  Aogust  la-«t."  This  motion  was  negatived  by 
^)a(;^e  majority. 

•Ti»e  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill.  On 
t  >e  Question,  whether  the  bill  should  be  ordered 
I  >  ^ 'third  reading — 

Nt/.  GoLnHBORODCH,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had 
to  v^ish  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill,  but  he 
t  lou^hl  it  wiiuld  be  proper  to  suspend  its  passage 
f  r  the  present,  because  it  was  not  sufficiently 
(  dttuled  in  its  provisions.  He  wished  it  to  lie 
(  ver  also  till  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
ttiobld  report  on  tbib  and  other  subjects.  He  was 
J  jclfoed  to  helieve,  from  all  he  had  heard,  that 
I  re  destruction  of  that  flotilla  was  a  very  unne- 
C  ;ssary  act,  and  that  it  might  ail  have  been  saved, 
t  {Ctjit  the  gunbQ3;ts,  by  carrying  it  a  proper  dis- 
tune*? up  the  river.  He  moved  to  postpone  the 
ffirtt»er  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  .Mon- 
(Kyin  December  ntxt. 
J  Ttris  motion  was  also  negatived — ayes  38. 
*  M>-  WiLLtA.M  RE(:d,  of  Massachusetts,  renewed 
tfte  rtiotion  tv)  inserts  instead  of  the  reason  now 
i^ed  for  this  graint,  the  words,  "  in  reward  for 
e  #<ittraordinary  bravery  displayed  by  them  in 
e  battle  of  Bladensburg,  on  the  24th  August." 
This  motion  Mr.-  R.  afterwards  modified,  on 
e  iiiggestian  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Caro- 
•ia,-so  as  to-read.  '  in  consideration  of  their  gal- 
1  Intfi^  and  tfood  conduct,  and  of  the  unusual 
Aroihip  of  their  service." 

I  0>i  these  several  motions  considerable  debate 
tAok  place,  in  which  Messrs.  Wright,  Pleasants, 
Mrjsr.  Stdart,  Golosborocgh.  King,  and  Reed, 
fc*' Massachusetts,  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina, 
^CKjsoN.  of  Virginia,  Pickering,  and  Taylor, 
«  INtfw  York,  took  |)art. 

J  TVe  objection  to  (he  bill  as  it  now  stood  was, 
t^iat'it  would  afford  an  injurious  precedent  for  all 
^clv  cases  of  loss  of  clothing  by  seamen,  which 
eqJienlly  occurred,  whilst  all  appeared  to  agree 
"at  these  men,  by  their  general  good  conduct, 
^rlfcularly  in  the  battle  ol  Bladensburg.  merited 
f€  notice  of  Government.  It  was  said  by  Gen- 
l;Btuari  tjiat  the  men  had  sufficient  notice  to 
lj|Jv<j  saved  their  clothing  ;  and  the  enemy's  force 
^j^'js  not  neai»er  tliarj  a  day's  march,  when  orders 
>^?r»'  given  to  blow  up  tiie  flotilla.  The  same 
jt-ntjeman  also  took  occasion  to  observe,  that  he 
^li^ed  if  the  flotil.'a  had  never  been  brought  up 
tlie"!  atuxent.  this  place  would  never  have  been 
Quacked,  and   the  public   buildings  would   still 


have  been  standing.    It  was  this  flotilla  which 

had  caused  the  recent  invasion  of  Maryland. 

It  was  said,  on  the  other  hand,  that  giving  pe- 
cuniary rewards  for  bravery,  as  was  proposed  to 
be  done  in  this  case  by  those  who  opposed  the 
bill  as  it  stood,  would  afl'ord  a  precedent,  if  pur- 
sued, which  would  soon  empty  the  Treasury. 
The  case  of  these  men,  it  was  said,  was  far  differ- 
ent from  ordinary  cases  of  loss  of  clothing.  They 
had,  since  the  22d  of  August,  the  day  the  flotilla 
was  destroyed,  been  engaged  in  the  most  arduous 
service  which  could  be  found,  and  had  to  sleep  on 
the  bare  ground,  without  blankets,  and  scarcely 
clothes  to  their  backs,  having  lost  all  they  had. 
<S:c.  As  to  the  flotilla  causing  the  invasion  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Pleasants  .«aid,  they  had  had  no 
floiilla  in  the  waters  of  Virginia,  and  yet  they  had 
suffered  there  quite  as  much  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  enemy  as  they  had  in  M  iryland,  &,c. 

Before  the  question  on  amendment  was  taken, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
Yi  rk,  to  lay  tlie  bill  on  the  table.  There  were 
for  the  motion  66,  against  it  59. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Friday.  October  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  to  the  effect  which  a  judgment  of  rec- 
ord of  one  State  shall  have  when  offered  in  evi- 
dence in  a  suit  in  anotlier  Stale  ;  and  that  they 
have  permission  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  iTiessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  "  further  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  and  for  returning  the  process  thereon 
to  the  General  Land  Office;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  of  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bjok  of  Georgetown, 
praying  for  charters;  and  of  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying  for  ao 
extension  of  its  charier. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

PETITION  OF  JOSEPH    FORREST. 

Mr.  Yancby,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Forrest, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  ou  Wednesday  next.  The  report  is 
as  follows : 

That  in  the  month  of  May,  1812,  the  petitioner,  by 
hit  agent,  chartered  to  the  United  8talea  his  schooner, 
called  the  William  Yeaton,  to  take  a  cargo  of  provig. 
ions  from  New  York  to  the  port  of  Laguira,  in  South 
America.  The  contract,  according  to  the  covenants  of 
the  charter-party,  was,  that  the  petitioner  should  keep 
the  vessel  sound,  tight,  and  strong  ;  to  bo  well  fitted 
and  provided  with  the  necessary  and  convenient  things 
for  such  a  schooner  ;  to  find  the  necewary  men  for  the 
voyage;  to  employ  and  pay  the  ofiicers  and  men  for 
the  same;  and  to  defray  all  other  expenses  attending 
the  voyage ;  to  load  the  said  schooner  by  the  26th  of 
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May,  1812,  and  then  to  proceed   to  Laguira  with  all  I  parture  from  America,  and  no  time,  except  in  this  one 


convenient  and  practicable  expedition,  where  he  was 
to  discharge  the  cargo  with  convenient  despatch.  In 
consideration  of  such  service,  the  United  Slates  cove- 
nanted with  the  petitioner  to  pay  him  for  the  cargo  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  ccnU  for  every  barrel 
of  flour,  seventy-five  cenU  for  every  half  barrel  of  flour, 
and  forty  cents  for  every  bushel  of  corn,  as  the  full 
freight  and  compensation  for  the  voyage.  The  schooner 
arrived  at  the  [)ort  of  Laguira  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1812;  gave  notice  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States 
of  her  arrival  ;  and,  between  the  14th  of  that  month 
and  the  Ist  of  August  following,  about  two-thirds  of 
the  cargo  was  received.  On  that  day  a  Spanish  force 
entered  Laguira,  and  seized  the  vessel  with  about  one- 
third  of  the  cargo  on  board  ;  that  part,  however,  was 
then  received  and  deposited  by  the  agent  of  the  United 
Stales  ;  but  the  schooner  was  forcibly  taken  from  the 
offictr  and  crew,  carried  by  her  captors  into  Porto  Ca- 
bello,  and  condemned  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  cargo  was  intended  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Stales  to  furnish  the  inbabitantd 
of  Veneruela  with  provisions,  at  a  time  when  they  were 
in  a  stale  of  insurrection.  It  appears  also  to  the  com- 
mittee, by  a  letter  from  the  petitioner,  addressed  to  a 
former  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  the 
vessel  remained  in  possession  of  the  captors  until  about 
the  Ist  of  October,  when,  by  the  interposition  and 
friendship  of  Don  Onis,  she  was  restored  to  her  cap- 
lain  and  crew  ;  she  was  then  sold  by  the  captain  at 
auction,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  seizure,  delay,  and 
condemnation.  The  petitioner  asks  of  Congress  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  the  vessel  and  such  damages 
as  he  ha«  sustained. 

This  case  presents  some  features  of  hardship  to  the 
owner,  but  it  is  believed  no  legal  obligation  on  the 
United  States.  If  the  owner  has  sustained  damages 
by  a  breach  cf  the  contract  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  or  its  agent  at  Laguira,  then  it  is  conceded  he 
is  entitled  to  a  comj^nsation  equivalent  to  the  injury  ; 
but  if  the  damages  which  have  accrued  to  him  were 
the  consequence  of  an  abuse  of  power  in  the  Spanish 
authorities,  or  an  illegal  and  hostile  act  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  believed  the  United  Slates  arc  not  re- 
sponsible to  the  owner. 

The  committee  know  of  no  rule  by  which  more  jus- 
tice can  be  done  to  the  parties  than  that  aflbrded  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract.  They  are  of  opinion  that, 
from  the  foregoing  facts,  these  terms  create  no  legal 
obligation  on  the  United  States  to  pay  for  the  vessel. 
They,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 


Washixotojt,  June  16,  1813. 
Sia  :  In  conformity  to  the  request  which,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  .Manufactures, 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  express  to  me  this  morning, 
relative  to  the  vessels  sent  out  with  the  donation  voted 
by  act  of  Congress  in  May,  1812,  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Venezuela,  I  uke  the  liberty  to  state  that 
the  said  vessels,  in  number  six,  say  two  from  the  re- 
spective ports  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Balti- 
more, arrived  in  the  port  of  Laguira  in  the  month  of 
June,  1812.  Of  these  vessels,  addressed  to  me  as  Con- 
sul for  the  United  States,  one  only,  the  Independence 
of  Baltimore,  brought  with  her  a  regular  charter-party  ; 
their  freights  being  paid  in  advance  before  their  de- 
IJih  Con.  3J  Skss.— 14 


instance,  being  stipulated  as  to  the  discbarge  of  the 
vessels.  The  Independence  arrived  on  the  9lh  June, 
was  immediately  unloaded  and  reloaded  for  account  of 
various  merchants  of  Baltimore.  She  was  cleared  by 
the  custom-house  for  Baltimore  on  the  17th  July,  1812, 
but  detained  by  a  general  embargo,  laid  by  order  of 
Miranda,  then  at  the  head  of  the  revolutionary  Gov- 
ernment. The  arrival  of  the  other  vessels  was  delayed 
until  the  27lh  and  28lh  of  June.  Every  exertion  was 
used  for  their  prompt  unloading,  but,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  lighters,  the  deranged  state  of  the  town 
from  the  misfortune  of  the  26lh  March,  and  finally  the 
impress  of  nearly  all  the  laborers  for  the  war  Fcrvice, 
the  discharging  of  all  the  vessels  could  not  be  comple- 
ted before  the  country  came  again  under  the  Spanish 
yoke,  in  the  beginning  of  .\ugust,  insomuch  that  the 
Active  Trader  and  Cuml)erland  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Mary  of  New  Y'ork,  had  part  of  their  outward  cargoes 
on  board  at  this  period.  The  ship  Mary  and  Eliza  of 
Baltimore,  and  William  Yeaton  from  New  York,  were 
nearly  loaded  with  return  cargoes  on  freight  for  this 
country. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  repel  the  charge  made 
against  me,  as  qgent  for  the  United  States,  of  want  of 
due  diligence  on  my  part;  it  being  impossible  for  any 
human  activity,  under  similar  circumstances,  to  do 
more  for  the  prompt  unloading  of  the  vessels  in  ques- 
tion  than  was  done  by  me. 

For  the  subsequent  events  relative  to  the  vessels, 
their  libelling  and  condemnation  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thority at  Puerto  Cabello,  and  their  final  restitution 
on  appeal  to  Caraccas,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
protests  made  in  due  form  before  #e  in  Laguira,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  will  accompany  the  documents  on 
which  the  claimants  found  their  demand  for  compen- 
sation from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  K.  LOWRY'. 

T.  Nkwtox,  Esq.,  #Aatrman,  4-c. 


Philidelpuia,  February  14,  1814. 

I  consider  it  a  general  principle  of  maritime  law, 
that,  as  the  owner  of  a  vessel  who  receives  goods  on 
freight  is  bound  to  use  due  dUigence  to  convey  them 
to  the  port  of  destination,  and  deliver  them  to  order, 
so  the  consignee  is  bound  to  use  due  diligence  in  re- 
ceiving those  goods,  and  facilitating  the  vessel's  dis- 
charge. 

Each  party  is  ansvterable  to  the  other  for  any  injury 
that  may  arise  from  neglect  or  delay,  unless  satisfac- 
tory reasons  for  delay  can  be  assigned.  When  a  vessel 
is  to  deUver  an  outward,  and  take  in  a  return  cargo,  it 
is  customary  to  have  a  charter-party  executed,  in  which 
the  number  of  lay-days,  &c.,  are  stipulated  ;  but  when 
the  contract  is  simply  to  deliver  an  outward  cargo,  such 
charter-parties  are  not  necessary,  and  I  believe  not 
usual. 

The  general  rules  of  law  arc  then  to  be  resorted  to. 

I  took  the  liberty  of  stating  in  my  letter  to  .Mr. 
Eppes,  that  if  the  agreement  for  carrying  provisions  to 
Laguira  had  been  made  between  Mr.  Clement  and  an 
individual,  and  the  same  circumstances  of  delay  in 
regard  to  receiving  the  goods  which  are  imputed  to  .Mr. 
Lowry  bad  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  agent  of  the 
freighter,  Mr.  Clement  could  have  obtained  judicial 
relief. 
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7^  Way»  and  Means. 
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t'Ph,.  forejroinjf  remarks  explain  the  principles  on  '  with  the  last  report  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
JnirK  this  opinion  is  founded.  ■  ment.     The  report  of  the  committee  having  been 

^  —  •  •  '    -' — read  over,  the  first  resoluiion  having  been  read, 

which  proposes  to  continue  the  direct  tax,  and  to 


iDri  of  Mr.  Clement's  vessels  arrived  at  Laguira  on 


0|fo 


I  2^th,  and  the  other  on  the  30th  of  June.  Three 
„,  four  days  would  have  been  sutficient  for  the  dis- 
cjiani<?  of  the  whole  of  the  cargoes — allow  a  week ; 
dc  th^  ^th  of  July  the<;  ought  to  have  been  discharged  ; 
Ifit  il«ither  of  them  was  discharged  till  the  8lh  or  Uth 

C^A*0^U8t. 

i  Whatever  damage  happened  after  the  expiration  of 
t,  reasonable  time,  and  which,  in  its  nature,  was  fairly 
iinniutable  to  delay,  would  be  recoverable  at  law  of  the 
IWittiter,  who  would  be  left  to  his  remedy  against  his 

.^T.  Lowry,iti8  und^prstood,  denies  the  charge  against 
h,«i'  It  is  a  fact  to  bie  inquired  into,  but  it  is  difficult 
tJ>>njnceivc  w}iy  the  captains,  whose  duties  and  whose 


increase  the  same  fifty  per  cent. 

Mr.  E.,  after  some  introductory  remarks,  moved 
to  amend  the  report  in  cunformity  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury's  report,  so  as  to  make  the 
addition  one  hundred  instead  of  fifty  per  cent. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  said  that  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  moviut:  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  offered  to  the  resolution 
under  consideration  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee ofVVays  and  Means.  The  resolution,  as 
originally  reported  by  that  committee,  proposed 
to  continue   the   existing  direct    tax  and    to  add 


ti»iMinceivc  w}iv  the  captains,  wtiose  uuiies  anu  wnose  ."'  ^"" o  ™,      o„„,„,a,„  „f 

t^tlle  to  tie  notlm^e  in  discharging  their  outward  \  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  amount,     ^he  Secretary  of 
'*'"'"  .  .   '      .      ...         .%   1  „:.L  .L--      tKo  Tronviirv  had  rf  rnrnmended  an  increase  oi 


^j^goes  and  teturninr,  should  have  trifled  with  their 

QKni'rs'   interesU  in  the   extraordinary  manner   they  j 

t|5i»i  have  done,  by  ('onsuming   four  or   tive  weeks  in 

U«ing:what  niight,  a«  they  themselves  acknowledge, 

ltov»j  been  accomplished  in  one. 

"^••T^  Mr.  Cjemenl's  right  to  compensation  does  not, 

t|hK.k,  rest  fn  this  ground  only. 

\  itSii  vessels  were   in  the   service  of  the  nation;  he 

i^ikd   in  a  sl-ngle  decree  under   the   protection  of  the 

l.'ViiKd  State* ;  he,  therefore,  was  bound   to  presume 

Itiil  the  papers  he  received  from  them  were  competent 

tf  pjrotect  hii/i. 

n  IP  was  not  for  him;  to  cast  about  for  other  passports 

|)f  document*  of  any:  kind  than  what   ihey  furnished 

tim  wth  ;  and,  unde«r  these  circumplances,  the  United 

JHiatt^  must   be  corlildered  as   guarantying  his  admis- 

t^iOn  and  his  safety  iii  the  Spanish  porU. 

;     It  must  aI»o  be  considered  as  an  engagement,  on  the 

Vi^n  of  the  L-nited  States,  that  his  mission  should  not, 

ft^iA  its  natirre,  cxpdse  him  to  any  extraordinary  dam- 

*ftjjCb    If  this  ^ad  been  apprehended,  he  would  of  course 

{have  claimeij,  and  b<»en  considered  entitled  to.  a  larger 


the  Treasury  had  recommended  an  increase  of 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  and,  in  pursuance  of  that 
recommendation,  the  committee  had  directed 
their  chairman  to  make  the  motion  he  had  just 
submitted;  the  effect  of  which,  if  successful, 
would  be  to  raise  by  the  direct  tax  six  millions 
of  dollars.  His  object,  Mr.  O.  said,  was  to  go 
still  further,  and  to  raise  from  that  source  of  rev- 
enue seven  millions  and  a  half.  As  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Commiiice  of  Ways  and  Means, 
it  might  be  proper  for  him  here  to  slate,  lest  he 
shouTd  be  considered  as  opposing  the  report  of  the 
committee,  to  which  he  might  be  presumed  to 
have  agreed— that  they  were  much  divided  in 
opinion  as  to  the  point  now  in  question,  as  well 
as  to  several  others  embraced  in  ihe  report. 

Tile  honorable  chairman,  Mr.  O.  said,  had  cor- 
rectly stated  that  the  plan  of  finance  adopted  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  was.  to  raise  by 
customs,  and  direct  and  indirect  taxes,  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Peace  Estab- 


Ittave  ciaune<j,  ana  ofen  consiuereu  luuucu  iu,^,at,i,^i     .n,n^i.»  v^  v.^.... ,  —  --, i  i   i   u. 

fcompensaiion  for  th^  risk  than^hc  usual  amount  of  i  lishment.  and   to  pay  the  interest  ol  the  old  cleDt. 
r.    -L.  .  ■  ^  I  .^r,uii,or  with   iKf  intfrpst  on  such   new  debt  as 


.f|e;|ht. 

J  '  I^.ow  the  ieizure  and  condemnation  which,  after  the 

'first   detentions,   produced    the   additional   delay    and 

^evefitual  los$  are  founded  on  the  nature  of  his  errand 

J  and  the  alleged  defeat  of  the  proper  papers. 

J      jlr.  Clement's  conduct  throughout  appears,  and  is 

*adrtiitted  by^the  ageuts  for  the  United  States,  both  here 

t  and  at  Lag^jira,  to  have  been  unblameable. 

i      Bis  vessel^  look  lu  their  respective  cargoes  here  with 

^un*;xceedcd  promptness,  and  delivered  them  at  Laguira 

',  in  perfect  o^er.     >":jthing  was  done  by  him  or  his  cap- 

}  taius  that  c«uld  in  any  manner  produce  any  injury  or 

J. disadvantage  to  the  voyage. 


together  with  the  interest  on  such  new  debt  as 
mfght  be  incurred  from  year  to  year  by  the  war, 
and  to  rely  upon  loans  to  meet  all  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  war.  This,  Mr.  O.  presumed,  was 
to  be  considered  as  the  war  plan  of  finance,  which 
the  Administration  had  deemed  competent  to 
carry  the  country  i>afely  through  the  contest.  It 
was  to  the  errors  and  insuflBciency  of  this  plan 
that  the  present  financial  embarra>sn)ents  of  the 
Government  were  fairly  to  be  attributed.  The 
principal  feature  and  great  defect  of  the  plan  was, 
that  reliance  was  placed,  to  use  the  language  of 


frn'XbarrhJ'rcU,™  on  .h.ja.uc.  of  h..  ;  .i.eS«re,a,,  of  a,e  Treasury 

'  '  faiiK  anil  ni\t  ihf  naiinna    wealih.        It  was.  sim- 


,  country  a  v^ry  stroiig  oue. 

■      ,^  I  W.  R.\\yLE. 

r  I     WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  Hciuse.  on  motion   of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Vir; 
^  gipia,   resplved   itself  into  a   Committee  of  the 

*  W.hole,  orl  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
>  and  Meaoii.  and  the  subsequent  letttr  from  Mr. 
VS»«cretarv  Dallas. 

]  Mr.  E!  stated  that,  since  the  receipt  of  the  Sec- 
t  rerary's  i(^tier.  the  committee  had  revised  tht  ir 
I  report,  arid  had  determined  to  recommend  it» 
\  modificaiiDD.  so  as  to  correspond,  in  so  far  as 
I  tltey  believed  consistent   with   the  public  good, 

•  " 

\      :  \  . 


faiih  and  not  the  national  wealth."  It  was,  sim- 
ply, the  plan  of  always  borrowing  and  never  pay- 
ing; a  jlan  which  would  necessarily  lead  to 
bankruptcy  either  in  an  individual  or  a  nation. 
Its  authors  seemed  to  have  forgotten  or  disre- 
garded ihe  fir>t  rudiments  in  any  correct  system 
of  finance,  which  would  have  taught  them  never 
to  contract  a  debt  without  creating  a  revenue 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  gradually  dis- 
charge the  principal. 

Gentlemen  had  been  warned  of  the  inadequacy  of 
this  plan  of  finance  in  the  outset;  they  had  been 
told  that  there  was  nothing  miraculous  m  this 
thing  called  -public  faith ;"  that  it  was  no  belter 


'i 


October,  1814. 


The   Ways  and  Means. 


H.  opR. 


and  frequently  not  as  good  as  the  faith  of  an  indi- 
vidual;  and  that  the  public  creditor  would  look 
not  only  to  the  honesty  of  the  Government,  but 
to  the  means  provided  by  it  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments; indeed,  a  pledge  of  the  public  faiih  by 
law  for  the  redemption  of  a  debt,  appeared  to  him 
entirely  superfluous;  inasmuch  as  it  was  always 
pledged  by  the  very  act  of  incurring  the  debt. 
GenUemeri  had  been  frequently  urged  to  resort  to 
specific  pledges  of  parts  of  the  existing  revenue 
to  secure  the  payments  of  the  loans,  with  a  view 
to  obtain  them  on  more  favorable  terms.  They 
had.  however,  considered  such  pledges  unimpor- 
tant, and  had  gone  on  relying  upon  public  credit 
alone,  without  taking  any  steps  to  support  it,  un- 
til the  nation  was  literally  bankrupt.  They  had, 
indeed,  succeeded  in  making  some  loans  at  first 
on  very  unfavorable  terms;  but  their  system  had 
at  length  entirely  exploded.  It  was  admitted  that 
their  last  attempt  had  failed,  notwithstanding 
the  Government  had  been  prepared  to  accept 
terms  of  the  most  extravagant  and  ruinous  char- 
acter. The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury showed  that  there  was  a  deficit  in  the  ways 
and  means  provided  for  the  present  year  of  near 
fourteen  millions  of  dollar^.  Tnis  sura  it  was 
necessary  to  raise  immediately  to  meet  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  present  quarter  of  the  year.  In 
this  deficit  was  nut  included  the  vast  amount  of 
unascertained  debt  which  had  arisen  from  ex- 
penditures not  comprised  in  the  general  estimate, 
and  for  which  no  specific  appropriations  had  been 
made  by  law;  bat  which,  however,  had  as  fair  a 
claim  on  the  Government  for  immediate  payment 
as  any  other.  He  alluded  particularly  to  the  ex- 
penses which  had  attended  the  employment  of  the 
vast  bodies  of  miliiia  which  had  been  called  into 
the  public  service,  and  which  the  Government 
did  not  now  possess  funds  to  meet. 

The  correctness  of  the  summary  view  he  had 
taken  of  the  defects  in  the  plan  of  fiaance,  he 
believed  could  not  be  questioned.  The  conse- 
quences of  these  defects  would  be  strongly  exem- 
plified by  a  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
last  loans  had  been  negotiated.  He  had  made  a 
statement,  which  he  would  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  he  believed  substantially  cor- 
rect, intended  to  show  in  a  succinct  point  of  light 
the  extent  of  the  sacrifice  which  the  Government 
had  been  compelled  to  make  in  order  to  procure 
the  partial  supplies  whichthese  loans  had  afforded. 
By  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814,  a  loan  of 
$25,000,000  was  authorized.  Proposals  for  a  part 
of  that  loan,  being  $10,000,000,  were  invited  by 
the  Treasury  un  the  second  day  of  May.  Vari- 
ous proposals  were  made,  and  the  Government 
finally  contracted  for  the  5.um  of  $9,795,056,  at 
the  rate  of  SlOO  in  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  for  eighty-eight  dollars  in  money. 
But  what  particularly  de>erved  notice  in  this 
contract  was  the  condition  insisted  on  by  the  con- 
tractors and  acceded  to  by  the  Government,  that 
if  any  part  of  the  $25,000,000  loan  should  be 
made  by  the  Treasury,  on  terms  more  favorable 
to  the  lender,  the  same  should  be  extended  to 
that  contract — a  condition  the  most  injurious  to 


the  Government  that  could  have  been  devised — 
inasmuch  as  it  made  it  the  interest  of  the  con- 
tractors to  depress  rather  than  to  sustain  the  price 
of  the  |)ublic  stocks. 

On  the  22J  of  August  proposals  were  again  in- 
vited for  $6,000,000,  as  a  part  of  the  loan  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  the  24lh  of  March  ;  and  Gov- 
ernment, on    those  proposals,  contracted  for  the 
sum  of  $2,930,300,  being  all  it  could  obtain  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock,  at  an  inter- 
est of  six  per  cent,  for  eighty  dollars  in  money. 
The  consequence  was  a  sacrifice  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  twenty  per  cent.,  not  only  on  the  amount 
thus  contracted  for,  but  on  the  whole  of  the  con- 
tract for  the  89,795,056;  the  holders  of  which,  by 
virtue  of  the  condition  annexed  to  their  contract, 
had  a  right  to  demand  of  the  Government  a  pre- 
mium of  eight  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  twelve 
per   cent,   they  had  already  received.     The  fol- 
lowing statement  would  give  a  view  of  theextent 
of  the  loss  which  the  Government  had  suffered 
in  the  negotiation  of  these  loans. 
Amount  of  the  first  contract    .         -         -  $9,795,056 
Amount  of  the  second  contract         -         -     2,930,300 


Total  contracted  for      -         -        '-         -12,725.356 

Loss  to  the  Government,  twelve  per  cent, 
on  the  original  contract  for  $9,795,050 

$1,176,356 

Twenty  per  cent,  on  the  con- 
tract for  $2,930,300    -         -       586,060 

Eight  per  cent,  on  $9,795,056, 
in  consequence  of  the  con- 
dition annexed  to  the  first 
contract      ...         -       783,604 

One-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  on 
$9,795,056  allowed  as  a  com- 
mission       ...         -         24,487 

One.fourth  of  one  per  cent,  on 

$2,930,300  •         -         -  7,326 

Total  lo««  -         -         2.576,883 


Amount  of  stock  to  be  created  by  Govern- 
ment to  raise  the  sum  contracted  for      $15,302,239 

It  would  be  seen.  Mr.  O.  said,  from  this  state- 
ment, that  the  Treasury,  in  order  to  raise  the 
sum  of  $12,725,356,  had  been  obliged  to  create 
slock  to  the  amount  of  $15,302,237,  and  had  thus 
paid  a  premium  to  the  lenders  of  S2,576,883,  or 
upwards  of  one-fifih  of  the  whole  amount. 

Another  view  of  the  second  contract  might  be 
presented  which  would  be  still  more  striking. 
As  the  eight  per  cent,  on  the  sum  of  $9,595,056 
were  lost  solely  in  cousequence  of  that  contract, 
the  whole  ought  to  be  placed  to  its  account. 

The  statement  of  the  second  contract  would 
then  stand  thus : 

.\ mount  contracted  for    -         -         -         -  $2,930,300 
Loss,  20  per  cent,  on  that  sum  $586,060 
Eight  per  cent,  on  the  sum   of 

$9,795,056  ....     783,604 
One-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  com- 
mission         ....         7,326 
Total  loss  on  second  contract  1,376,95M> 

Amount  of  stock  to  be  created  by  the  sec- 
ond  contract $4,307,290 
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*Il  Would  thus  appear  that  the  premium  in  fact 
iid  i-y  the  Government  for  the  sum  of  $2,930  300. 


% 


,^s  $1.376.5190,  or  very  nearly  fifty  per  cent 
\Vti<^.  Mr-  0.  said,  the  Treasury  was  reduced  to 
l^e  necesbiiy  of  negotiatiag:  loans  on  terms  like 
t|ese,  it  required  no  argument  to  prove  that  the 
fteafMjes  and  credit  of  ilie  nation  were  in  a  state 
^uuer  rum. 

.  M<-.  O.  had  stated   the  one-fourth  of  one  per 
Q<^t.  on  the  amount  of  the  contracts  as  one  item 
(^i*tlK'loss.     That  was  allowed  by  the  lawauthor- 
ivAnr  the  loan  as  a  commis>ion  to  any  person  who 
■tjoaid  collect  subscriptions  from  others,  and  was 
ii<^t  ijotended  to  be  jiven  on  any  sum  which  the 
ttintfactor  might  olfer  fur    his  own    benefit.     It 
^ould  be  seen,  by  a  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
Kue  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  more  than 
(fpe'balf  of  the  first  contract  for  .§9,795056  was 
l^^n    by  an   individual,  for  anything   that  ap- 
fca^ed,  on  his  own  account ;  yet  the  commission 
ifiA  been  allowed  \o  him,  and  indeed,  had  been 
Iipr»»ssly  stipulated  for  in  his  written   proposals. 
{viiLch  could   not    tv«ve  been    necessary,   had    he 
Jt>eo  euiiled  to  it  by  the  terms  of  the  law.     He 
«ouJ(J  not,  therefore,  help  thinking.  Mr.  O.  said, 
^TJCiin  ih'*  in^tanct-.  it  had  been  paid  contrary  to 

pe'spirit,  and  indeed,  to  the   plain  Utter  of  the 


law 


'  Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  entered  into  these  details 
ifor  t\)e  purpose  of  showing  to  the  Committee  that 
^  total  and   immediate  change  in  the  system  of 
{inance    hiilierto  puisued   by  tlie  Administration 
;ra>  absoluiely  necessary.     It  was  the  first   step 
Siuvvards  that  reform   in   the  manazemenl  of  the 
^nances  which  could  alone  restore  and  maintain 
^.^e:  public  credit.     Gentlemen  must  resort  now 
•io  What  it  was  iheir  duty  long  ago  to  haveadopt- 
.^d-'^'-a  system  of  direct   and   internal  taxes,  suffi- 
•ijietilly  extended,  to  form  the  basis  of  loans.     To 
;^ake  that  basis  firm,  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes 
^kiysl   be  adequate,  not    only  to   pay  the   interest. 
^Lul  to  constitute  a  certain  fund  lor  the  reimburse- 
rinent  of  th--   principal — and   must   be  Bpecially 
iipl^ged  to  the  public  creditor  by  law.     Had  this 
:jyi  era  bten  pursued  from  the  beginning,  a  much 
rin?«'ler  amount  of  taxes  would  have  been  neces- 
'»iary  to  support  public  credit,  than    are  now  de- 
s>n»iided  to  restore  it.     In  proportion,  as  the  state 
'.oljihe  finances  was  desperate,  the  more  vigorous 
-^jj«t  be  the  remedy  applied  for  their  relief. 
j>   'In   any  ».uch  system  of  revenue,  Mr.  O.  said, 
^ibe  direct   tax  was  undoubtedly  a  principal  fea- 
i^itu.e.     He  had  always  thought  tnat,  in  all  coun- 
^•arjfs,  land  was  the  legitimate  and  proper  object 
NoP;  taxation.  wher>cver  the  public  exigencies  re- 
^■qitired  it.     But  ici  this  country  there  were  so^le 
/Treasons  wiiich,  in   his  judgment,  rendered   it  pe- 
'Vcijliarly  so.     By   the  Coiistituiion,  direct   taxes 
.SWerc    apportioned    among    the    several     Stales, 
•^(icordiug    to  thei/  representation  in  that  House. 
"^Tlje  represeniaiion  of  the  States  holding  slaves. 
it;  Was  well  known,  was  greatly  increased  by  that 


* 


J»^ecies  of  population.     It  was  therefore  provided 
.^bv  the  Constiiution,  that  they  should  pay  a  greater 

» ^'proportion  of  every  direct  tax,  as  an  equivalent 
-^l(^r.  the  uudue  weight  which  they  thus  acquired 


in  the  Government.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  said,  that  the 
direct  tax  was  unequal,  and  therefore  objec- 
tionable ;  being  apportioned  among  the  States 
according  to  population,  and  not  according  to 
wealth.  In  any  other  state  of  things  than  that 
presented  by  the  Constitution,  the  remark  would 
be  correct.  The  framers  of  that  instrument  in- 
tended that  it  should  be  unequal,  and  that  it 
should  enter  as  a  principal  part  into  every  sys- 
tem of  extraordinary,  if  not  ordinary  taxation, 
to  which  the  country  might  be  compelled  to 
resort. 

He  was,  therefore,  Mr.  O.  said,  in  favor  of  con- 
tinuing tliedirect  tax  and  of  increasing  it  beyond 
the  amount  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  VVays 
and    Means.     Indeed,  so  just  in  a  political  point 
of  view  was  it,  and  so  much  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  that    he  thought 
thai  much  the  greater  part  of  the  revenue  now 
required  ought  to  be  raised   by    that  tax  alone. 
That  it  could    be  extended    greatly  beyond   the 
amount  proposed,  did  not  admit  of  a  doubt.     If 
gentlemen  would  advert   to  the  document  from 
the  Treasury  laid  on   their  tables  that  morning 
they  would  find,  if  they  would   make  the  neces- 
sary calculations,  that  in  those  States  where  the 
valuation  of  houses,  lands,  and   slaves,  had  beea 
made  in   pursuance  of  the  existing  law,  the  ag- 
gregate proportion  of  the  tax    to  the  amount   of 
ihe^valuation    was   extremely    small.     In    New 
Hampshire  it  was  about  26  cents  in  the  100  dol- 
lars— in    Massachusetts    about    33 — in    Vermont 
about   30— in   Rhode   Island  about   16— in  Con- 
necticut  13— in  New  York   28— Delaware  22— 
Maryland   14— North  Carolina  20 — and  Tennes- 
nessee  about  28.     Thus  in  no   case  was  the  pre- 
sent direct  tax  as  high   as  one-third  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  valuation,  and    in    some 
it  was  no  more  than  about  one  eighth  of  one  per 
cent.     And  the  average  rate  of  the  tax  in  alt  the 
States  he  had  named,  was  not  more  than  one-fifth 
of  one  per  cent.     When  it  was  considered  that 
the  valuation  was  in  fact,  in  all   cases,  much  be- 
low the   real   intrinsic  worth  of  the  properly,  it 
must  be  apparent  that  the  present   tax  could  be 
greatly  increased  without  becoming  burdensome. 
He  was  in   favor  of  an    increase  of  the  direct 
tax,  Mr.  O.  said,  for  another  reason.     It  operated, 
in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, unequally  on  the  slaveholding  States,  or  in 
other  words,  generally  speaking,  on  the  Southern 
and  Western  Slates.     This  inequality  was  neces- 
sary to  countervail  the  unequal  operation  of  the 
internal    duties   on    the    Northern    and    Eastern 
States.     The  document  before  alluded  to,  if  ex- 
amined, in  reference  to  that  subject,  would  pre- 
sent some  striking  results.    He  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  to  the  last  page  of  the  doc- 
ument, which  contained  the  "aggregate  amounts 
of  internal    duties   ascertained   on   the    10th   of 
October.  1814,   to  have    been    received    in  each 
State  or  Territory."      Although   that  aggregate 
did  not.  for  very  evident  reasons,  show  accurately 
the  amount  of  internal  duties  actually  accrued  m 
each  State,  yet,  when  it  was  considered  that  the 
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collectors  were  obliged  by  law  to  make  their  re- 
turns at  very  short  periods,  the  amount  known  at 
the  Treasary  to  have  been  received  at  any  given 
lime,  was  tolerable  evidence  of  the  amount  ac- 
crued up  to  that  time.  At  all  events,  it  was  suf- 
ficiently exact  for  the  general  purposes  of  his 
argument. 

He  had   made  some  calculations,  Mr.  O.  said, 
while  in  his  seat  that  morning,  from  the  data  of- 
fered by  that  document,  which  he  would  submit 
to  the  Committee.     Some  allowance  ought  to  be 
made  in  these  calculations  on  account  ot  the  dif- 
ference before  alluded  to,  between  the  duties  re- 
ceived and  the  duties  accrued  ;  but  he  believed, 
the  general   result   would    not,   in  any   case,  be 
materially  varied.   The  whole  amount  of  internal 
duties  ascertained   to  have  been  received  on  the 
lOth  of  October,  1814,  was  S1.49L385.     Of  this 
amount,  the  States   east  of  the  river  Delaware 
had  paid  $765  200;  and    States  south  and  west 
of  that,  including  all  the  Territories,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  had  paid   $726  185,  while   the 
former  had  seventy-four  Representatives  in  that 
House,  and  the  latter  one  hundred  and  eight.    In- 
cluding  Pennsylvania   in   the  Eastern    division, 
it  would  appear  that  that  division,  with  ninety- 
four  Representatives,  had  paid  $1,045,183,  while 
the  South  and  West  with  eighty-five  Representa- 
tives paid  only  §446,202.     The  Slate  of  Rhode 
Island,  with  two  Representatives,  had  paid  more 
than  Tennessee  with  six.  and  as  much  nearly  as 
Kentucky  with  ten,  or  Ohio  with  six.     Connec- 
ticut, with  seven  Representatives,  had  paid  $58.- 
877,  while  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  with  sixteen  Re- 
presentatives, had  paid  only  about  S65.000.    New 
Jersey  with  six  Representatives  had  paid  §54,202, 
and  Kentucky  with   ten,  §32  935.     The  Stale  of 
New  York  alone  had  paid  $303,694,  while  all  the 
Stales  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,   Tennessee,  Georgia, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  Delaware,  and  Louis- 
iana,  had   paid   only  about  §260,000;   while  the 
latter     had    fifty-three    Representatives   in    that 
House,  and   sixty-nine  voles  in   the  choice  of  a 
President  of  the  United  States,  while  the  former 
had  twenty-seven    Representatives,  and  twenty- 
nine  votes  for  President.     Under  the  Stamp  Aci 
alone,  there  had  accrued  in  Massachusetts  during 
the  iwo  first  quarters  of  the  year,  §14,281,  and  in 
the  Slates  of  Delaware,  North   Carolina,  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and    Georgia,    there    had 
accrued  during  the  same  period  but  $19,435.     In 
Rhode    Island,  with   two   Representatives,  there 
had  accrued  under    the  same  act,  and    for    the 
same  lime,  more   revenue,  than  in  North   Caro- 
lina,  with    thirteen    Representatives — and    gen- 
tlemen would  find  the  same  inequality  running 
throughout  the  whole  system.     It  was  most  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that  the  political  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  N^lhern  and  Eastern  Stales,  when 
compared  with  ine  other  parts  of  the  Union,  held 
no  proportion  to  the  share  which  they  bore  of  the 
public  burdens. 

As  gentlemen  from  the  South  and  West  had 
always  contended  that  the  duty  on  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits  pressed  very  unequally  on  that  part 
of  ihe  Union,  his  attention,  Mr.   O.   said,   bad 


been  drawn  particularly  to  that  subject.  He 
found  on  examination,  that  in  the  States  east  of 
the  Delaware,  there  had  accrued  during  the  first 
two  quarters  of  the  year  from  the  duty  on  licen- 
ses to  distillers  $317,795,  and  in  the  Stales  south 
and  west  of  that  river  $439,602;  and  if  Penn- 
sylvania were  added  to  the  eastern  division,  the 
States  south  and  west  would  pay  on  that  article 
only  $167,822,  while  the  East  would  pay  $589,- 
575.  Connecticut,  as  far  as  the  product  could  be 
estimated  by  the  amount  of  the  tax,  made  more 
domestic  spirits  than  Maryland,  Ohio,  South 
Carolina,  or  Georgia,  and  about  as  much  as 
either  Tennessee  or  Kentucky  ;  and  the  Slate  of 
New  York  as  much  as  Delaware,  Maryland, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  Ohio,  and  Georgia 
together.  It  would  appear,  then,  that  the  idea 
that  the  tax  on  domestic  spirits  bore  unequally  on 
the  Western  and  Southern  country  was  entirely 
erroneous — the  reverse  was  the  truth. 

Such  a  system  of  internal  duties,  Mr.  O.  said, 
he  considered  both  unjust  and  impolitic  ;  unjust, 
because  it   imposed   the  public   burdens  on  one 
section  of  the  Union,  while  the  political  power 
resided  in  another ;  and  impolitic,  as  it  must  ne- 
cessarily lend  to  weaken  the  attachments  of  the 
people  to  the  Government.     The  States  ought 
not  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  Government 
in   proportion    to   wealth,  while  power  was  en- 
joyed according  to  numbers.     He  was,  for  these 
reasons,  Mr.  O.  said,  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
direct  tax  oughl   to  be  increased  above,  and  the 
system   of   internal   duties    reduced    below    the 
amount    recommended    by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.     From  the  eflecl  of  this  general  prin- 
ciple, however,  he  was  willing  to  except  the  ar- 
ticle of  domestic  spirits;  although   the  duty  on 
!  that  article,  like  all  other  internal  duties,  opera- 
'  led  unequally  on  the  East  and  Norih,  he  thought 
I  it  a  proper  subject  of  taxation.     The  use  of  it  in 
most  cases  was  a  vice — in  some  a  luxury,  and  in 
I  very  few  a  necessary.     He   wished  to   increase 
;  the  duly  to  the  amount  recommended  by  the  Sec- 
I  reiary  of   the   Treasury  ;  and   when   the  proper 
1  period  arrived,  he  would  move,  if  no  other  gen- 
I  llemen   did  it,  to  amend  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  that  eflecl.     The 
I  Chairman  of  the  committee  had   thought  that  a 
I  duly  of  thirty  cents  on  the  gallon  would  operate 
as  a  prohibition  of  ihe  manufacture  of  the  arii- 
I  cle.     When,  however,  it  was  recollected  that  im- 
i  ported  spirits  bore  an  average  duly  of  fifty-eight 
!  cents  on  the  gallon,  and  that  the  importation  was 
;  almost  entirely  cut  ofl",  he  could  not  doubt  but 
I  that  domestic  spirits  would  easily  bear  the  pro- 
:  posed  tax  without  materially  lessening  the  con- 
j  sumption. 

i      There   were  still  other  reasons,  Mr.  O.  said 
I  which  induced  him  to  be  in  favor  of  an  increase 
I  of  the  direct  tax.  and  to  give  it  a  preference  over 
1  any  system  of  internal  duties.     It  was  a  certain 
I  tax  in  its  product.     The  Government  could  not 
be  deceived  in  the  amount  they  calculated  to  de- 
rive from  it.     When  pledged  to  the  public  credi- 
tor, he  would  be  under  no  apprehension  that  the 
revenue  would  fail  bim.  The  confidence  inspired 
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b)iatiy  system  of  revenue  was  always  in  propor- 
ti«i  ti&  the  certainty  of  it»  proceeds.  The  amount 
oiiihti  proceeds  of  this  tax  could  not  be  materi- 
al|^^'  faned  by  any  change  in  the  habits,  customs, 
orl^uemess  o(  the  people,  by  which  the  internal 
diiliej  were  always  more  or  less  aflected.  It  was 
n(i>(  opiy  a  certain  tax,  but  it  was  easily  collected. 
ItKjmijioyed  ao  excise  officers  to  harass  the  peo- 
pljly  ;The  assessments  it  required  to  be  made 
wj;re4n  practice  undt-r  the  State  laws  in  almost 
evjiryl  State.  In  addition  to  this,  the  mode  of 
ccKiening  ir  Hvas  ar>  effectual  security  against 
fr|iid-on  the  part  of  ihe  collector.  He  could  not 
er«ft)c|.zle  any  part  of  the  tax  without  detection. 


Tuis^was  a  consideration  of  no  small  impor- 
laifce,  when  it  was  considered  that  the  Govern- 
mintjoust  necessarilv  often  make  improper  ap- 
po-nifuents  U)  the  office  of  collector,  and  when 
It  1  was  sometimes  the  case,  that  considerations 
er<;er€d  into  the  appointment,  other  than  those  of 
thf  integrity  and  capacity  of  the  candidate. 

Jf  le  was  further  anxious,  Mr.  O.  said,  for  an  in- 
crfiisf  of  the  direct  t.ix,  as  gentlemen  would  per- 
cef;,ejif  thty  agreed  to  raise  an  additional  mil- 
lii^i  4^td  a  hj}lf  from  this  .>-ource,  they  would  be 
al^e  iu  dispense  with  the  taxes  on  leather,  can- 
dl|^,  Von,  saddles,  bridles,  and  some  other  arti- 
clji$  c/  real  necessity,  which  had  been  placed  on 
th^  liiSl  of  new  taxes.  The  tax  on  leather  was 
psijiirjularly  objectionable.  It  was  proposed  to 
tak  ii^  not  ooly  in  the  first  stage  of  the  manu- 
faMurf,  bat  in  harneis,  boots,  saddles,  and  bridles; 
injliE^st  every  shape  it  could  assume.  The  tax 
ori5»ir;iQ  was  ;n  truth  a  tax  on  the  farmer  and 
m^;;li4nic,  iniiJ  whose  business  it  necessarily  en- 
leCd  \o  a  great  degree.  The  farmer  surely  would 
prft!er"f*payiiig  his  tax  in  a  gross  sura,  assessed 
Urtj-u  *us  larra,  when  he  could  know  the  amount 
dt:^ia;(ided  of.him,  than  to  have  it  drawn  from 
hifti  ir>directly.  and  to  an  extent  that  he  could  not 
wSil  ^-stimala.  in  dunes  on  all  the  leather,  and 
\x\^^,  and  saddles,  aad  bridles,  and  hats,  and  to- 
b^co.  and  nijils,  which  he  might  find  it  neces- 
saM';^')  purchase. 

feir,  O.  saidf  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  this  sys- 
tem of  drawing  the  supplies  from  so  many 
scjircj'.-^,  and  running  into  all  this  detail  of  indi- 
re*'i  luxation.-  It  was  better  to  lay  hold  of  a  few 
piitujiueot  o('jects  and  raise  the  money  from 
li^^Tut  Many,  of  the  proposed  internal  duties 
cc^ld  not  be  Collected  at  all  by  means  of  an  ex- 
ci^.',  y?hich  v^as  always  odious  and  oppressive  to 
tU^  sftrit  ot  every  free  people.  These  smaller 
it^Ma.  iherefcre,  had  better  be  omitted.  They 
y\'k:  not  \e»y  productive,  but  still  were  very 
vWfcaijous  ao'4  harassing.  It  was  better  not  to 
r4pri:  to  lhin>  at  all  until  other  resources  were 
e^^a^sted.  TJhey  might  be  reserved,  at  all  events, 
ui^il  ^next  y^'ar;  when,  if  the  war  continued, 
tlipre,' would  be  ample  opportunity  to  include 
th| (u  in  the  list. 

£.ie>jilemen' would  perceive,  also,  that  many  of 
tL^;>e  uew  intiernal  duties  were  to  be  levied  on 
tlJ^  manufactures  of  the  country.  The  Govern- 
mX"^'^^f- ^- said,  had  professed  a  great  regard 
il)e  '*  inlaiit  maaufaciures."    Iron  and  leather 


were  articles  of  common  use  and  necessity  ;  and 
it  was  as  essential  to  national  independence  to 
protect  and  encourage  the  manufacture  of  these 
articles,  as  the  manufacture  of  cotton.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bad  determined 
to  give  up  the  tax  on  cotton  yarn.  He  approved 
of  that  determination  ;  but  he  could  see  no  rea- 
son for  exempting  that  manufacture,  which  did 
not  apply  with  equal  or  greater  force  to  the  others. 
He  had  still  another  reason,  Mr.  O.  said,  for 
increasing  the  direct  lax  beyond  the  amount  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  would  be  observed  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  reccmmended  a  National 
Bank,  as  an  essential  part  of  his  plan  of  finance. 
Indeed  so  essential  did  he  consider  it,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  pivot  on  which  his  whole  sys- 
tem turned,  and  without  it  he  could  not  be  held 
at  all  responsible  for  the  success  of  his  plans. 
Although,  Mr.  O.  said,  ne  was  friendly  to  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  organized  on  correct  and  independ- 
ent principles,  and  believed  it  necessary  to  a  safe 
and  easy  management  of  the  revenue,  he  could 
never  approve  of  such  a  bank  as  the  Secretary 
had  proposed.  It  contained  principles  which  ap- 
peared to  him  subversive  of  the  very  objects  the 
Secretary  had  in  view  in  its  establishment.  A 
bank  with  a  capital  of  §0,000,000  in  specie,  and 
§41,000,000  lu  stock,  for  all  the  legitimate  purpo- 
ses of  banking,  was  in  truth  nothing  more  than 
a  bank  of  $6,000,000.  It  was  impossible,  in  the 
present  stale  of  banking  credit,  that  such  a  bank 
should  loan  extensively  to  ij»e  Government  with- 
out being  soon  reduced  to  the  situation  of  most 
of  the  other  banks  in  the  country.  The  effect  of 
it,  then,  would  be  still  more  to  sink  tue  public 
credit,  and  embarrass  the  financial  operations  of 
the  Government.  A  bank  to  succeed  must  be 
left  perfectly  free  to  pursue  its  own  interests, 
without  the  interference  of  the  Government.  It 
must  proceed  in  the  outset  with  great  caution, 
and  on  a  limited  scale,  until  by  degrees  it  could 
draw  to  itself  the  public  confidence,  and  restore 
it  also  to  the  other  banking  institutions  in  the 
country,  and  thus  gradually  get  the  whole  ma- 
chine again  in  motion.  Whether  it  could  suc- 
ceed at  all  was  extremely  problematical ;  but  it 
certainly  could  not  if  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  its  own  interests,  were  to  be  the 
guide  of  Its  conduct.  There  were  other  objec- 
tions to  the  Secretary's  plan,  particularly  the 
agency  which  the  Government  was  to  have  in 
the  appointment  of  directors,  but  he  would  not 
dwell  on  them.  It  was  enough  to  observe  that 
unless  the  proposed  plan  of  the  bank  was  mate- 
rially modified,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  would  meet  with  no  support  from  the  mi- 
nority in  the  House  ;  and  perhaps  it  would  re- 
ceive but  little  in  any  shape^As  there  were 
many  gentlemen  in  the  House  ™posed  to  a  bank 
under  any  circumstances,  and  many  who  would 
di>like  Its  details,  it  became  very  questionable 
whether  it  would  be  adopted  at  all.  Under  this 
view  of  the  subject,  it  became  important  to  ren» 
der  the  system  of  revenue,  independent  of  the 
bank,  more  effectual  and  adequate. 


I' 


In  every  point  of  light,  therefore,  in  which  he 
had  been  able  to  consider  the  subject,  Mr.  O. 
said  he  was  satisfied  that  an  increase  of  the  direct 
tax  beyond  the  amount  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  essential. 
Without  it,  he  thought  the  system  incomplete, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  found  ineffectual. 

Having    thus,  Mr.  O.  said,  submitted  to    the 
Committee  the    remarks   that    had    occurred   to 
him,    to  show   that   the    disastrous   state   of  the 
finances  could  be  retrieved  only  by  an  immediate 
and  total  change  in   the  ruinous  system  hitherto 
pursued,  and  a  resort  to  a  vigorous  and  exten- 
sive plan  of  internal   revenue,  he   ought  perhaps 
DO  longer  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee.    But,  feeling  as   he  did,  that  the  great 
addition    to   the  existing  burdens  of  the  people, 
which  was  about  to  be  heaped  on  them,  had  been 
rendered  necessary  by  the  war.  he  must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee,  while   he  laid  be- 
fore them,  in   a  summary  manner,  his  views  of 
the  present  state  and  character  of  the  war.  and 
the  line  of  conduct  in  relation   to  it,  which  he 
felt  called  upon  to  pursue.     His  sentiments,  Mr. 
O.  said,  as  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  the  ob- 
jects for  which   it   was  avowedly  declared,  had 
always  l>een  uniform.     At  its  commencement  he 
thought,  and  he  still  thought,  that  it  was  unne- 
cessary and  inexpedient,  and  that  it  was  waged 
for  objects  unattainable  in  themselves,  and  if  at- 
tainable, unimportant,  when  considered  in  con- 
nexion with  the  immense  public  and  private  sac- 
rifice with  which  a  successful   pursuit  of  them 
must  necessarily  be  attended.     Adverting  to  the 
circumstances    under    which    the    war   was    de- 
clared, to  the  total  want  of  preparation  for  it, 
and    the  carelessness   manifested   by  its    authors 
about  its  ultimate  and   probable  consequences,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  history  of  human  folly 
and  rashness  could   not   present  an   act  so  enor- 
mous.    When  he  considered  the  extent  of  individ- 
ual and  national  injury  growing  out  of  the  war; 
the  essential  interests  and  rights  of  the  country 
staked  upon   its   issue;   the    treasure  which  has 
been  squandered,  and   the  blood  which  has  been 
shed  in  its  progress;   with  the  absence  of  all  ra- 
tional hope  that  it  could  be  brought  to  a  success- 
ful termination  with  the  means  which  had  been 
thought  adequate  by  the  Government  at  its  com- 
mencement—all   of  which    had    been   distinctly 
pointed  out,  and  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  by 
its  authors — he   could    scarcely  resist  the  belief 
that  they  had  acted    under    the   infiuence   of  a 
blind  infatuaiion,  which  had  alike  set  at  defiance 
the  plainest  dictates  of  prudence,  and  the  lessons 
which  the  experience  of  every  age  had  taught. 

He  had  said  that  the  avowed  objects  of  the 
war,  in  its  commencement,  were  unattainable  in 
themselves,  and,  if  attainable,  too  unimportant  to 
justify  the  war  either  in  its  origin  or  continu- 
ance. That  they  were  now  impliedly  admitted 
to  be  so  by  the  Administration  itselt,  appeared 
abundantly  t'rom  the  documents  before  tlie  pub- 
lic. To  say  nothing  of  the  question  relative  to 
the  blockades,  about  which  there  was  no  sub- 
stantial difference  between  the  enemy  and  our- 


selves, he  would  confine  himself  to  the  "  princi- 

j  pal  cause  of  war,"  which  had  arisen  out  of  the 

practice  by  the  enemy  of  impressing  from  our 

I  merchant  vessels  his  own  seamen.     It  could  not 

'  but  be  recollected  that  the  war  had  been  com- 

j  menced,  as  far  as  it  related  to  this  branch  of  the 

j  quarrel,  with  the  express  design  of  compelling 

the  enemy,  not  only  to  discontinue  that  practice 

in  point  of  fact,  but  to  stipulate  by  treaty  that  it 

should   not  be  renewed.     This  was  the  ground 

decidedly  taken  by  the  Administration,  many  of 

I  its  friends  had  gone  further,  and  insisted  that  the 

'  enemy  should  be  compelled  to  stipulate,  not  only 

to  abandon  the  practice,  but  also  to  surrender  the 

claim  of  right. 

That  such  were  the  views  of  the  Administra- 
tion, on  the  subject  of  impressment,  at  the  com- 
'  mencement  of  the  war,  and  such  the  concessions 
from  the  enemy,  which  he  expected  to  obtain,  was 
apparent  from  its  declarations  at  the  time;  the 
same  views  had  been  continued  and  the  same  in- 
tentions avowed  in  subsequent  stages  of  the  war. 
I  If  gentlemen  would  advert  to  the  correspondence 
between  Admiral  Warren  and  our  Government, 
soon  after  its  commencement,  they  would  find  the 
same  spirit  manifested.     He  did  not  know  that 
j  he  recollected  accurately  the  purport  of  that  cor- 
respondence.    He  had   not  been  able,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  general  destruction  of  the  papers 
and  documents  of  the  House,  conveniently   to 
recur  to  it.     He  would  therefore  thank  any  gen- 
tleman on  either  side  of  the  House  to  correct  any 
;  impression  relative  to  it  which  he  might  appear 
erroneously  to  entertain.     He  would  then  allege 
that  the  Government  refused  to  accept  the  peace 
i  proffered  on  that  occasion  by  the  enemy,  on  the 
ground  that  no  peace  between  the  two  countries 
could  be  sei:ure  or  of  long  continuance  unless  the 
subject  of  impressment  was  so  adjusted  in  the 
negotiation  that  the  practice  of  it  on  the  part  of 
the    enemy    should    entirely   cease.     [Here    Mr. 
Jackson,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  observed,  that  as 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  desired  to  be 
corrected  in  any  erroneous  impression  he  might 
entertain  in  relation  to  thecorrespondence alluded 
to,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  the 
Government  had  demanded  as  a  condition  of  its 
acceptance  of  the  armistice  offered  by  Admiral 
Warren,  that  the  enemy  should  agree  to  discon- 
tinue the  practice  of  impressment  during  the  ne- 
gotiation which  might  follow.]     Mr.  O.  said  he 
did  not  question  that  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  substantially  correct.     Ad- 
mitting  it  to  be  so.  he  said  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
dition insisted  on  by  the  Government  fully  bore 
him  out  in  the  remark  he  had  made  on  its  views, as 
manifested  in  that  correspondence.     If  the  Gov- 
I  ernment  refused  even  to  assent  to  a  negotiatioQ 
]  until  the  enemy  had  yielded  the  point  in  dispute, 
i  by  agreeing  to  discontinue  the  practice  of^  im- 
I  pressment  during  its  pendency,  it  could  hardly  be 
[  supposed  that  in  the  negotiation  itself  it  was  not 
determined  to  insist  that  a  complete  abandonment 
of  the  practice  should  be  expressly  stipulated.    He 
felt  justified,  therefore,  in  saying,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, in   the  correspondence   with   Admiral 
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\tarrtpn.  was  actuateti  by  its  uniform  conviction  protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  States  could  not 
ttittt  jio  trear^y  ot  peace  ought  to  \.e  made  with  consider  themselves  an  independent  nation-"  and 
UvjgUnd,  in  «rhich  the  question  of  impressment  we  were  further  fold,  that  in  aereeini?  to  treat 
wg  Lot  sat.sMctorily  adjusted.  j  with  Great  Britain  directly,  -  no  concession  was 

yn  the  suljject  of  the  refusal  to  accede  to  the  contemplated  on  any  pointin  controversy  »  And 
arjiat.ce  off,.red  by  Admiral  Warren.  Mr.  O.  in  the  letter  ..f  the  14th  of  Fobruarv  1814  it 
!*^?J:^fJ°[''*',".°V'°'^^"   remarking,  that  the     would  be  seen  that  the  s^ime  ground  was  main- 

lained  even  in  the  event  of  a  peace  in  Europe. 

it  would  thus  be  manifest.  Mr.  O.  said,  from  a 
view  of  the  official  documents  connected  with  the 
origin  and  progress  o{  the  negotiation  to  a  late 
period,  that  the  Government  had  all  along  con- 
sidered a  stipulation  by  treaty  on  the  subject  of 
— ^-  ,,.„  _  ..„.^  .v^.  .auiioi.cu  iiic  rtidiiuiis  ui  ;  impressment  as  essential  to  any  secure  and  honor- 
pe«p.  uy  restoring  the  two  countries  to  the  state  able  peace;  that  it  had  assumed  that  ground  a^ 
in  #vuich  they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  main  object  of  the  war;  that  it  had  deemed 
tn^war— terms  which  the  Government  appeared  such  a  stipulation  not  only  attainable  but  «uffi- 
wif^mg  now  19  accept,  but  which  he  feared  could  !  cienily  important  to  justify  the  war;  m  that  it 
Do^bepbiained  until  alter  a  protracted  and  bloody  !  had  been  made  a  'sine  qua  non''  to  any  treaty  of 
co#.iest.  I  p^acp^  '  1 

It  was  true.  Mr.  O.  said,  that  the  Government 
had  occasionally  varied  its  ground  as  to  the  limi 


co^ductof  the  Administration  appeared  to  him  to 
h^e  heen.  on.that  occasion,  not  less  rash  and  un- 
wp«;4^an  in  ftie  declaration  of  war.  An  opportu- 
ni^j-  jias  then  afforded  of  extricating  the  country 
fr<gn  the  war  with  honor.  The  effect  of  the 
Pjipysition  of  the  enemy,  if  acceded  to,  would 
L^e  heen  to  have  re-established  the  relations  of 


cofie;}t 


♦►hf  detern^ination  of  the  Government  to  ad- 
heg  \\>  the  gr(jund  which  it  assumed  in  the  outset, 
0DHh«  subjec;  of  impressment,  was  fully  mani- 
fe^d-in  the  earliest  instructions  toourCommis- 
si(j(|eivs  for  negotiating  peace.     As  far  as  Us  views 


tatioQ  in  point  of  time,  of  the  stipulation  con- 
tended for.  and  had  gone  very  far  in  tendering  to 
Great  Britain  an   equivalent  for  such  a  stipula- 


cojpdibe  collected  from  those  parts  of  the  first  in-  j  lion.  It  had  even  go'ne  the  length  of  proposing 
stryct,onswhi\;h  had  been  made  public,  and  which  that  the  crews  of  our  vessels  should  be  mustered 
onj||h.irt  point  .were  full  and  explicit,  it  was  abun-  i  previous  to  the  voyase,  and  be  subjected  to  the 
daitl*  evident  that  the  grand  object  of  the  nego-  j  examination  and  scrutiny  of  British  Consuls  or 
tia|»oi  was,  aj  that  of  the  war  had  been,  to  obtain  commercial  agents.  A  regulation,  Mr.  O.  said 
fr(|>a  the  enejny  a  clear  and  precise  stipulation  j  almost,  if  not  altogether,  as  degradirig  as  the  prac- 
byAreaty,  that  the  practice  of  impressment  should  j  tice  of  impressment  itself  an^d  muc1i  more  inju- 
be^bandoned:  If  gentlemen  would  look  at  these  j  nous  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country. 
in§ructions  they  would  everywhere  see,  in  the  ,  But.  notwithstanding  these  concessions  on  subor- 
firv'  stiages  of  them,  the  same  spirit.  In  the  letter  |  dinate  points,  the  stipulation,  in  its  principal  fea- 
of^Jie;  15th  of  April,  1313,  the  Secretary  of  State,  ;  ture,  had  been  constantly  adhered  to  in  every  jn- 
aft/-r  ibservi[>g  that  the  war  would  cease,  when  j  siruction  to  our  Ministers,  down  to  the  25th  of 
the*€t;eniy  should  respect  the  right  of  our  seamen  I  June,  1814. 

(bf  wliich  It  Was  presumed  the  Secretary  meant  |  A  little  previous  to  that  time.  Mr.  O.  said,  gen- 
Bifi^is^  seamen  on  board  of  American  vessels)  to  I  tlemen  would  recollect,  that  authentic  intelligence 
bef.'Xvmpted  from  impressment,  had  declared  that  '  was  received  in  this  country  of  the  dethronement 
th»-_piNoposiitoji  made  by  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Brit- i  of  the  late  Emperor  of  France.  That  event  made 
isli  CJ^vernm^nt  immediately  after  the  war,  and  j  it  certain  that  peace  would  not  only  be  restored 


inpauswer  g^ven  by  the  Department  of  State  to 
AJujiral  Warren,  showed  the  ground  on  which 
thy  United  States  were  willing  to  adjust  that 
ccifitflversy.  In  the  same  letter  it  was  again  de- 
cUfecC,  that  to  secure  the  United  States  against 
in^reiisment,  "a  clear  and  distinct  provision  must 
be%pade  agaiost  the  practice"— the  form  was  not 


in  Europe,  but  would  be  restored  under  circum- 
stances rendering  futile  any  expectation  which 
might  have  been  entertained  by  our  Government 
of  reaping  any  advantage,  in  the  contest  with 
England,  from  the  power  or  influence  of  France. 
The  effect  of  this  on  the  Administration  had  cer- 

-j    :    ,    °,,   , r— •■••  ""-  ""*    tainly  been   to  lower  its  tone  on   the  subject  of 

EQj^'.eMal— all  that  was  required  was,  that  the  Brit-  i  impressment.     In  the   letter  to  our  Ministers  of 
l^.M.V  „^"""*^°'  should  "Stipulate  in  some  ade-    the  25th  of  June,  1814,  the  first  appearance  was 


qi;aie  tnannc?  to  terminate  or  forbear  the  practice 
o^iinpressment  from  American  vessels."     Again. 


manifested  of  a  design  to  recede  from  the  main 


_  ground.     In  that  letter  our  Commissioners  were 

yn«same  letter,  (he  Commissioners  were  told  |  instructed,  that,  in  case  no  stipulation  could  be 
IU,-JI  ijie  great  object  they  had  to  secure  was.  -  that  [  obtained  from  the  British  Government  eiihtr  re- 
oi4J  l»ag  should  protect  the  crew."  and  if  that  i  linquishing  the  claim  of  impressment,  or  discon- 
W2^  ^ot  done,  the  United  States  •  had  appealed  tinuing  the  practice,  they  were  at  liberty  to  agree 
tayrms  in  va.in,"  and  that  if  their  efforts  to  ac-  to  an  article,  referring  the  subject  to  a  future 
ccjjpii^sh  It  fciiled.  "all  further  negotiation  would  \  negotiation.   '  The    Government,   however,   still 

^^^*^u    I  e    L  I  looked  forward  to  an  eventual  arrangement  of  the 

Jn  ,he  letter  of  the  28th  of  January,  1814,  gen-  |  difference  on  this  punt,  similar  to  that  for  which 
tl.<Jnm  would   find   u  declared   that  "  the  senti- ;  it  had  uniformly  heen  contendin?.     An  ultimate 
m^t;of  the!  resident  had  undergone  no  change"  ,  stipulation  by  treaty,  discontinuing  the  practice 
oita>the  impoytant  subject  ol  impressment;  that  }  of  impressment,  was  still  its  object  and  intention. 
lU  uegradiQg  practice  must  cease,  our  flag  must  I  Two  days  afterwards,  however,  Mr,  O,  said,  the 
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views  of  the  Government  underwent  a  further 
change,  and  "on  mature  consideration"  it  was 
determined  to  abandon  the  whole  ground.  In  the 
letter  of  the  27th  of  June,  the  Commissioners  were 
told  that  they  might  "  omit  any  stipulation  on  the 
subject  of  impressment  if  found  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  terminate  the  war." 

It  was  thus  apparent,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  a  war, 
commenced  (or  the  purpose  of  vindicating  the 
rights  of  the  nation,  which  its  authors  considered 
essentially  violated  by  the  impressment  of  Brit- 
ish seamen  from  our  vessels,  was  to  have  been 
concluded  by  an  absolute  abandonment  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  of  all  the  grounds  on 
which  it  had  been  declared,  and  the  country,  after 
two  years  of  suffering  and  sacrifice,  the  extent  of 
which  was  even  now  little  understood,  but  which 
would  be  felt  for  generations  to  come,  was  to 
have  been  placed  in  the  same  situation,  as  it  re- 
spected the  question  of  impressment,  in  which  it 
stood  at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  This 
abandonment  of  the  original  objects  of  the  war 
was  not  only  total,  but,  in  its  effect,  perpetual. 

The  Government,  after  having  published  to  the 
enemy  its  intentions  to  have  conceded  the  point, 
could  scarcely  hope  to  revive  its  claims  with  suc- 
cess in  any  future  negotiation. 

Mr.  O.  said    he  would    submit  to  gentlemen, 
whether  he  was  not   borne  out   by  the  facts  ap- 
pearing on  the  face  of  the  documents,  when  fie 
repeated  that  the  avowed  objects  of  the  war  were 
unattainable  by  it ;  or.  if  attainable,   too   unim- 
portant to  justify  either  its  commencement  or 
continuance;  and  that  they  were  now  impliedly 
admitted  to  be  so  by  the   Administration   itself. 
Would  it  be  said,  asked   Mr.  O.,  that  the    unex- 
pected   peace  in  Europe  had  defeated  the  hopes 
which  the  Government  had  entertained  of  bring- 
ing the  contest   to  a  successful  issue?     He  had 
believed    that,  to   the   rashness   of  plunging  the 
country  into  the  war,  the  authors  had  added  the 
folly  of  relying  for  its  success,  more  on  a  favor- 
able  course   of    events   in    Europe,  than  on  the 
strength  and  resources  of  their  own  country.    He 
did   not  wish   by  thii  to  be  understood  as  enter- 
taining a   belief   that  the  war   had  originated  in 
any  concert  with  France,  or  with  a  view  to  pro- 
mote her  interests.     He  knew  of  no  satisfactory 
evidence  to  support  such  a  belitf,  though  it  had 
certainly  been  entertained  by  many  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  so  striking  had  been  the  circuni^vances 
under  which  the  war  had  been  declared    >o  well- 
timed  in  point  of  fact  had  been  the  blow  aimed  at 
England,  and  which,   through   her,  reached  her 
allies,  that  he  had  authority  for  saying  that,   in 
Europe,   the  impression    was    general,    however 
unjust,  that  the  war  had  originated  in  a  coinci- 
dence of  views  and  objects  between  our  Govern- 
ment and  the  French  Emperor  ;  that  we  had  now 
no  friend  on  that  Continent,  and  that  the  ear  of 
every  European  Court  was  closed  against  us.  He 
meant  merely  to  stale  his  own  conviction,  he  said, 
that  ihe  authors  of  the  war  had  rested  chiefly  on 
the  success  of  France  for  a  favorable  issue  of  the 
contest;  that  they  had  done  so  in  some  degree 
did  not  now  seem  to  be  denied.    It  was  evident 


to  him.  from  the  consideration  that  they  had  be- 
gun the  war  without  preparation,  had  conducted 
it  without  vigor,  and  had  determined  to  give  it 
up  entirely  as  soon  as  they  knew  that  the  fate  of 
France  was  decided.  He  did  not  mention  this 
as  an  impeachment  of  the  motives  of  the  Admin- 
istration. Deeming  the  war  just  and  expedient, 
they  might  have  thought  that  prudence  and  sound 
policy  required  them  to  lake  the  opportunity  af- 
forded by  the  slate  of  things  in  Europe,  to  attack 
the  enemy  to  advantage,  in  the  hope  of  ihuscom- 
pelling  him  to  make  concessions  which  they  could 
not  expect  to  obtain  by  an  exertion  of  their  own 
means.  How  far  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion might  discern  in  this  consideration  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  evident  rashness  of  the  atterap'.,  he 
could  not  conjecture.  He  could' say,  however, 
that  he  never  expected  to  see  any  honest  states- 
man, who  was  at  the  same  lime  a  wise  one,  com- 
pelled to  lay  before  his  country  such  an  apology 
for  the  failure  of  the  war. 

Mr.   O.  said,  he  was  aware  that   it  had   been 
attempted  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  our  Gov- 
ernment  had  abandoned   the  grounds  on  which 
the  war  was  commenced,  by  resorting  to  a  train 
of  reasoning,  in  his  judgment,  entirely  deceptive. 
It  had  been  said  that,  as  exemption  from  the  prac- 
tice of  impressment  was   the  object  of  the  war, 
and  as  it  had  been  continued  until  the  practice 
had  in  fact  ceased  by  the   peace  in  Europe,  that 
object    had    been    "  essentially  obtained   for  the 
present."    If  indeed,  the  practice  of  impressment 
had  ceased  in  consequence  of  the  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, it  had  done  so  because  Great  Britain  had 
chosen  to  discontinue  it  for  considerations  grow- 
ing out  of  her  own  convenience,  and  depending 
entirely  on   her  own  will.     The  war  had   in  no 
degree  contributed    la  produce   that   effect.     To 
say  that   the  object  of  the  war  had   been   essen- 
tially obtained,  because  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment had  ceased,  when  it  had  not  ceased  in  con- 
sequence of  the  war,  appeared  to  him  a  course  of 
argument  entirely  unsupported.  In  no  sense,  then, 
could  ihe  war  be  considered  as  having  succeeded. 
If  peace  were   made  to-morrow,  it  would  have 
produced  no  slate  of  things  advantageous  lo  the 
United  States  which  would  n<  (  exist  without  it, 
and  the  country  would  be  placed  in  no  respect  in 
a  more  eligible  situation  than    i  would  be,  fiad  it 
never  been  declared. 

It  must  be  evident,  he  thought,  from  the  obstfr- 
vations  he  had  offered  lo  the  Committee,  mat 
the  Administration  stood  committed  to  thecoun- 
try  in  the  most  serious  manner.  They  had  in- 
volved it  in  war  for  objects  which  they  had  failed 
to  obtain,  and  which  they  had  now  lost  all  hope 
of  obtaining;  and  they  were  unable  to  make 
peace,  though  they  were  prepared  lo  accept  it  on 
terms  which  had  once  been  offered  lo  them.  View- 
ing their  conduct  in  this  light,  considering  the 
feetjle  manner  in  which  they  had  conducted  the 
war  in  all  its  stages,  how  they  had  misapplied  the 
means,  and  exhausted  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try in  fruitless  attempts  at  conquest,  which,  if 
successful,  would  be  useless;  and  looking,  as  he 
did,  With  serious  alarm  to  (ne  future  consequences 
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9^  lh^r|rrors.  he  fell  bound  to  express  an  opin- 
ion tl^s  publicly,  ibat  t^ey  were  not  competent 
to  dii|lct,ihe  affairs  of  this  nation  in  the  present 
crisis^ar>^l  that  no  rational  hope  could  be  enter- 
it  any  j>eace,  which  the  real  friends  of 
ry  could  approve,  would  ever  be  obtained 
ithic'ir  auspices. 

►h  vuch  injpressioDs,  and.  feeling  as  he  did, 
Confidence  that  any  means  which  mi^ht  be 
^  irr  the  hands  of  the  Adrainistratiun  k)r  the 
suppit  "f  the  war  and  ihe  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, v^Uid  be  employed  with  any  better  effect 
than  Jieietofore,  he  had  thought  much  of  the 
cours^ which  hi"  ought  to  adopt  when  the  ques- 
tion «;»  supplies  should  •:ome  before  the  House. 
[sirit  had  been,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
for  supplies,  and  to  assist,  as  far  as  he  was 
the  organization  of  a  system  of  revenue 
iteji  to  make  thi?se  supplies  certain  and 
:le.  He  snould  therefore  give  his  support 
parts  of  the  plan  of  the  Committee  of 
md  Means  as  appeared  to  him  to  operate 
;lerable  equality  un  the  different  sections 
lU^ion  ;  and  if  he-proposed  any  alterations 
ro^jld    not   be  caTculated   to   diminish  the 


of  ih.ji 

they 

amou 


ol  revenue,  but  to  vary  the  sources  from 
whicSit'was  to  be  drawn. 

Hegvari  aware,  he  said,  that  he  might  be  told 
that  ll  liod  pur.sued  a  d.fferent  course  when  the 
quest||n  *jf  supplies  was^under  consideration  at  a 
forme^  session  of  Cong-ress.  He  certainly  had 
done  ^),  ^nd  hence  he  ftlt  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  sta«|  i.'ie  reasons  which  actuated  him  on  both 
occas.pny.  He  trusted  his  friends,  with  some  of 
whon^h^  might  differ  on  this  point,  would  see. 
from  J|ies-view  he  had  taken  in  the  cour.se  of  his 
remarks,  that  any  change  of  conduct  which  might 
be  att^bated  to  him  in  this  respect,  had  not  arisen 
from  |4iy  change  in  his  jpiuions  of  the  political 
charaj|ier  of  the  Administration. 

.ji^aid,  as  long  a-  the  war  was  waged  on 
iciples  on  which  ;t  had  been  commenced, 
ai  it  was  an  offensive  war,  a  war  to  pro- 
iit|sh  seamen  on  hoard  of  American  mer- 
res|sels— and  wher:  the  Administration  had 
t(5  accept  an  offer  of  peace  from  tiie  ene- 
my ojj^telrms  which  he  thought  comported  with 
the  iiiiierfsts,  and  did  not  infringe  the  honor  of 
hwi— it  had  met  his  decided  disapproba- 
'^ '.  had  thought  it  not  only  unnecessary 
•xoedient,  but  ui;just.  To  a  war  com- 
oa  such  principles,  and  waged  for  such 
h.j  could  never  lead  any  countenance  or 
.  When,  therefore,  on  a  former  occasion, 
[been  called  upon  io  grant  supplies  for  car- 
rying^ 'he  warj  he  had  felt  it,  in  common  with 
his  fnpd.-;,  to  be  his  duty  to  vote  against  them  ; 
and  il'<yje  majority  of  the  House  had,  at  that  time, 
adoptii  H  similar  course,  the  Administration 
wouli^lbAve  bera  compelled  to  have  made  a 
peace^U[fon  terms  which  could  then  have  been 
obtaiiRp,  and  which  they  had  since  in  vain  at- 
temptt^  to  obtain. 

Bulbil;.  O.  said,  he  now  considered  the  war, 
in  poit;;  "f  fact,  as  essentially  changed.  It  was 
now  sfriictly  a  wajr  of  defence — we  were  attacked 


sfriictl 


on  every  side.  Instead  ofcooqueriDg  the  enemy's 
territory,  a  part  of  our  own  was  in  his  hands. 
We  were  called  on  to  repel  invasion  on  every 
quarter.  The  enemy,  losing  sight  of  his  own  in- 
terests, and  actuated  by  ambition  or  a  desire  of 
revenge,  and  feeling  no  doubt  a  contempt  for  the 
power  and  resources  of  the  country,  which  the 
feeble  conduct  of  the  Administration  was  too  well 
calculated  to  inspire,  had  made  demands  which 
rendered  peace  impossible,  unless  on  terras  which 
violated  the  essential  interests  and  honor  of  the 
country.  The  war,  therefore,  was  in  fact  a  new 
war,  to  be  waged  on  new  principles,  and  for  new 
objects.  As  long  as  it  continued  to  be  waged  for 
such  objects  and  upon  such  principles,  and  as  long 
as  the  enemy  persisted  in  his  present  demands, 
the  war  must  be  carried  on.  the  country  must  be 
defended  ;  and  it  was  to  be  lioped,  with  a  prospect 
of  success,  when  the  power  and  resources  of^  the 
nation  should  be  placed  in  abler  hands. 

If  any  plan  could  be  devised  for  furnishing  and 
applying  the  supplies  for  the  war,  without  placing 
them  at  the  disposal  of  the  present  Administration, 
Mr.  O.  said  he  should  seize  it  with  avidity.  He 
knew  of  none,  without  resorting  to  principles  and 
acts  of  a  revolutionary  character,  which  would 
put  at  hazard  the  existence  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. The  men  in  power  were  the  Constitu- 
tional organs,  through  which  the  Government 
must  be  administered,  while  they  continued  to 
hold  It.  He  should  therefore  vote  for  the  supplies. 
He  should  act  on  this  occasion  as  he  would  if  the 
granting  of  them  depended  on  his  vote  alone.  If 
they  were  withheld,  and  the  Administration 
should  refuse  to  resign,  the  Government  would 
be  dissolved  and  tht  country  ruined.  If  they  were 
granted,  it  was  barely  possible,  that,  under  their 
management,  it  could  be  saved. 

While  such  were  declared  to  be  his  views,  Mr. 
O.   said,  as   to  the  war  under  its   present  aspect 
and  to  the  supplies  neeessary  for  carrying  it  on, 
he  must  be  permitted,  again  and  again,  to  say, 
that  he  had  little  hope  that  it  would  be  conducted 
with  success  or  brought  tosafeand  honorable  issue 
by   the   men   now   in    power.     He   should  con- 
stantly repeat  that  the  whole  responsibility  of  the 
disastrous  slate  of  our    aOairs    rested  solely    on 
them.    They  were  responsible  for  having  declared 
the  war  without  necessity  and  for  objects  unat- 
tainable and  unimportant — lor  having  conducted 
it  without  vigor  or  foresight — for  having  ruined 
the  finances  of  thecountry — and  for  having  com- 
pelled a  resort  to  this  extensive  and  burdensome 
system  of  taxes  as  the  only  means  of  preventing 
absolute  national  ruin.     They  were  responsible, 
too,  for  the  new  character  which  the  war  had  as- 
sumed.    But  for  the  war,  the  British  Government 
could  never  have  made  the  demands  which   had 
now  been    set  up; — the  points    now    in    dispute 
between  the  two  countries  could  never  have  been 
brought  into  question.     They  had,  therefore,  now 
staked  the  essential  rights  and  honor  of  the  na- 
tion on  the  issue  of  a  contest,  which  in  the  nature 
of  things  must  be  always  doubtful.     Whatever 
sacrifice,  therefore,   the  country  might   be   ulti- 
mately obliged  to  make  for  the  sake  of  peace, 
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would  be  justly  chargeable  to  the  rashness  and  ' 
folly  which  had  involved  it  in  the  war. 

The  only  radical  cure,  Mr.  O.  said,  for  the  evils 
under  which  the  country  suffered,  would  be  found 
in  a  change  of  Administration.  That,  he  feared, 
could  not  be  hoped  for  except  through  the  process 
pointed  out  by  the  Constitution.  From  the  or- 
ganization of  the  extensive  branch  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, the  operation  of  public  opinion,  especially 
on  our  foreign  relations,  was  slow  In  England, 
the  fiftieth  part  of  the  disasters  and  disgrace, 
which  attended  the  progress  of  the  war,  would 
have  driven  the  most  powerful  Ministry  from 
their  places.  In  this  country  the  effect  was  not 
so  speedy,  but  he  trusted  it  would  be  as  certain. 
The  people  had  the  remedy  in  thtir  own  hands, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  they  would  apply  it.  He 
should  not  cease,  as  far  as  depended  on  him,  to 
keep  before  the  public  eye  tiie  real  authors  of  the 
ruin  with  which  we  are  threatened.  If  the  peo- 
ple wished  to  put  an  end  to  this  destructive  war, 
if  they  wished  to  see  public  and  private  happiness 
restored,  they  must  place  other  men  in  power.  If 
the  country  was  not  to  be  irretrievably  ruined — 
if  its  flag  was  not  to  be  struck,  as  the  flag  of  the 
Administration  had  been,  it  must  wave  over  other 
heads  than  those  which  had  hitherto  directed 
this  war. 

Mr.  Eppe8  replied  to  a  part  of  Mr.  Oakley's 
speech,  and  opposed  his  motion. 
Mr.  Oakley  explained. 

Mr.  Wkight.  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, and  replied  to  Mr.  Oakley. 

Mr.  Oakley's  motion  to  amend  Mr.  Eppes's 
amendment,  was  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Eppes's  motion  was  then  agreed  to  by  as 
large  a  majority. 

The  second  resolution  next  came  under  consid- 
eration, which  proposes  to  add  to  the  duly  on 
the  capacity  of  the  still  a  duty  of  twelve  and  a 
half  cents  per  gallon  on  the  quantity  of  spirits 
distilled. 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  make 
the  now  duty  fifteen  cents,  instead!  of  twelve  and 
a  half,  per  gallon. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  moved  to  make  the 
additional  duty  twenty-five  cents. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Wright. 
of  Maryland,  and  opposed  at  considerable  length 
by  Mr.  McKee. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  atforiling  further   time    lor   reflection   on  the 
amended  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise. 
Previous  to  rising — 

Mr  Eppes  laid  upon  the  table  resolutions  em- 
bracing the  further  amendments  which  the  Com- 
niiilee  of  Ways  and  Means  proposed  to  make  to 
.  their  report,  viz:  a  combination  of  a  tax  on  pa- 
per, and  an  increase  on  the  carriage  tax,  to  pro- 
duce double  the  present  amount  of  the  carriage 
tax;  a  classification  of  the  licenses  to  retailers, 
and  an  increased  duty  thereon;  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Bank. 

And  then  the  Commiiiee  rose. — Adjourned. 


Saturday.  October  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Ohio,  Jambs 
KiLBOCRN,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill   authorizing  a  loan  for  a 

sum  not  exceeding dollars  ;  which  was  read 

twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  resolutions  in  honor 
of  Generals  Brown.  Scott,  Gaines,  Macomb,  Rip- 
ley, Miller,  and  Porter,  recommended  a  disagree- 
ment to  the  same  ;  which  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  further  extending 
the  time  for  locating  Virginia  Military  Land 
Warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys  to  the 
General  Land  Office,  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  resolution  for  increasing  the  tax  on  spirits 
distilled  being  still  under  consideration,  and  Mr. 
Fisk's  motion  to  insert  twenty  five  cents  per 
gallon  (in  addition  to  the  present  tax  on  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  still)  being  the  question  immedi- 
ately before  the  Committee — 

Mr.  Bayly  said,  there  was  a  difficulty  in  vot- 
ing  for   the  proposition    before   the  Committee, 
until  they  had  decided  the  principle  by  which  the 
tax  should  be  raised — whether  entirely  upon  the 
capacity  of  the  still,  as  the  law  now  is,  or  upon 
the  product  of  the  still,  or  upon  both,  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  recommended. 
1  consider,  said  .Mr,  B.,  as  I  always  have,  this  ar- 
ticle as  a  necessary  and  proper  subject  of  taxation ; 
but,  as  to  the  best  manner  of  laying  and  collect- 
ing the  lax,  to  make  it  productive  to  the  Treas- 
ury and  agreeable  to  the  people,  I  differ  from  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.     It  is  not  probable  that  any  system  of 
taxation  could  be  formed  that  would  please  all 
parts  of  the  United   States;  and  in  discussing  a 
tax  which  will  be  paid  by  some  Slates,  or  parts  of 
Slates,  more  than  other  States,  we  ought  to  re- 
member that  there  are  other  articles  in  this  report 
proposed  to   be  taxed,  which   will   balance  and 
equalize  the  burden,  so  that,  taking  the  whole  sys- 
tem, there  will  be  no  cause  of  complaint  by  any 
other  State,  of  paying  more  into  the  Treasury 
than  their  proportion.     It  is  admitted  by  all  that 
the  tax  will  be  paid  almost  entirely  by  the  con- 
sumer, and  that,  whenever  a  high  duly  was  laid 
upon  any  article,  the  price  would   therelbre  be 
raised  in  the  market.     It  would  seem,  that,  as  the 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  consume 
much  of  domestic  spirits,  they  would  in  fact  raise 
the  price  in  the  market,  and   thereby  enable  the 
distiller  to  advance  the  tax,  which  would  eventu- 
ally be  paid  by  the  United  States.     But,  ibis  tax 
may  be  so  heavy  as  to  put  down  some  of  the  dis- 
tilleries, (especially  the  small  ones.)  and  the  rev- 
enue from  this  article  thereby  fail;  and  Congress 
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ough^tcjbe  cautious  that  they  do  not  tax  the 
artictil  so  as  to  destroy  the  contemplated  revenue 
whiot  liiey  expnit  lo  derive  froio  a.  But,  I  can- 
not c#rs^  to  this. double  mode  of  taxing  the  capa- 
city ^  lie  still  and  the  product.  1  am  opposed 
to  ihjjprcsent  tajc  upon  the  capacity  of  the  still ; 
jual  aiifi   incon'/enient.     The  Secretary 


It  IS  ^;ieaual  aiid   inc 

of  ihj^frreasuryj  states  /he  tax,  now  establi.«.hed 
by  laV,t'qual  to^a  duty  of  five  cents  a  gallon  on 
the  >^r!l:*distillfd.     With  some  distilleries,  this 
may  ^.  ,ihe  case  y  and  distilleries  on  a  large  scale. 
and  i^»at  perfwiion,  perhaps,  it  will  not  amount 
to  miye. '^^an  two  and  a  half  cents  on  the  gallon 
distil5<r.^  lu  small  distilleries,  such  as  are  used 
by  fagners.  it  wjll  amount  to  not  less  than  ten 
cents-^anxl  ofterv  fifteen>      It  was  inconvenient, 
becairfstiie  farmer  was  compelled  to  be  at  much 
troub^  III  obtaining  the  license,  which  he  could 
not  o^^ia   for  a;  shorter   tune  than   two  weeks. 
althog:h;he  migM  not  hnve  a  use  for  his  still  half 
that  ijfrie;     The  ^n\y  reapon  the  honorable  Chair- 
man ^  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  gave 
for  C(t  itii.uing  tl^e  present  tax,  was,  that  it  would 
be  a  gjjidc  by  wloch  tht-  collector  might  detect 
fraud, ^h»en  committed  by  the  distiller.     But.  the 
collec^t  .nust  kn'ow  the  industry  and  skill  of  the 
disiilli^s, ; which  would  be  difficult.)  or  his  knowl- 
edge ciTth^  size  of  the  stiU  would  be  useless.    The 
collec-^r  might  often  raise  groundless  suspicions 
offrarjjjr)  the  re/enue,  which  would  inflame  and 
irritati^i^e  publia  mind  against  the  tax.  without 
obtainj^^j  one  ceqt  into  tlie  Treasury,  which  it  is 
the  dii^  of  Congress  to  «void.     Mr.  B.  believed 
that  \\ua  would:  very  seldom  be  practised,  and 
woulcMio:  materially  affect  the  revenue.      The 
duties'^ft  all  imf*orted  spirits  are  and  have  been 
very  li^t;  yet,  tije  Ametican  merchant  held  as 
exalte^^characlitr  for  honesty  as  the  merchant 
ot  any^ojuntry  ;  apd  surely  the  farmer  might  with 
equal  f^^-ty  be  trusted.     Mr.  B.  wished  the  direct 
and  e.r^iie  taxes  \»rould  be  left  as  the  last  subject 
of  taxrtJ^a  report;?d  by  tKe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  iVlfaps;  that, 'after  ascertaining  what  might 
be  rai^;,J>trom  otijer  objects,  we  might  return^'to 
theno,  iiijci  make    up  the  deficiency  from  them. 
The  trr.xfs  upon  coiton  manufactures,  furniture 
leather*  ijats,  shoe-i,  watches,  dec,  are  very  objec- 
ttonabti.-  They  will  disturb  the  public  mind,  now 
more  t/;aXi  sufficiejatly  excited,  and  thereby  weak- 
en the^JT^vernmeut  more  than  ihe  taxes  which 
they  wej.^producejwill  strengthen  the  Treasury. 
The  eu-i^H  and  Oi;ect  taxi's,  upon  equal  and  fair 
princi|aH  were  ajways  favorite  taxes  with  him. 
and  thjf^st  iaterijal  taxes  under  a  popular  Gov- 
ernmeu-  ^  ihey  wwe  certain,  easy  of  collection  ; 
and  tht  tituple.  kfiywing  that  they  had  to  pay  for 
the  ''UffctFl  of  their  Government,  would  examine 
into  all^j»iravagaiiJt  expenciiiures.     But,  when  the 
money  ^i->  iJrawrv    from    the   people    by   indirect 
meansj-^hi-l-  give   themselves  little  or  no  trouble 
to  inquCt-  how  it  is  expentled.     If  the  Treasury 
had  be«*i  ,i'pporte(J  partly  by  a  direct  tax,  it  is  not 
probablS  that  the  j^eople  h^d  suffered  their  com- 
merce |i  be  destroyed  by  your  non-intercourse  i 
restrictions  and  « mbargoes,  and  thereby  lose  the 
revenuAroin  our  fvreign  trade,  which  must  have  | 
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been  supplied  in  part  by  taxes  on  land,  their  Trea- 
sury never  would  have  been  emptied  by  schemes 
and  experiments,  nor  would  this  war   have  ex- 
isted.    Mr.  B.  observed,  that  no  man  was  more 
j  averse  to  this  war  than   he  was.  and  it  was  well 
known  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  Administra- 
!  lion ;  but,  opj)osed  as  he  was  to  the  war  and  Ad- 
ministration, such  was  the  danger  in  which   the 
country  was  placed,  and  the  character  of  conquest 
which  this  war  had  assumed  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  that  he  would  not  withhold  the  resources 
of  the  country  from  the  Adminisiration.  but  would 
give  every  aid  in  his  power  to  bring  it  to  a  glori- 
ous  conclusion.     And  he  was  willing  that  the  Ad- 
ministration should  possess  all  the  honors  gained 
by  such  a  peace.     He  did  not  agree  with  most  of 
I  his  friends  with  whom   he  acted,  that  the  cam- 
i  paign  now  drawinj?  to  a  close  was  inglorious  to 
^  our  arms.     It  is  true,  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  the  Navy  far  outshone  the  Army  ;  and 
the  reason   is   obvious;    our  small   and   gallant 
j  Navy  was  manned  by  sailors  who  had  been  long 
!  accustomed  to  danger,  and,  as  soon  as  they  were 
on   board  the  ship,  they  were  ready  for  action. 
Not  so  with  the  Army.     Time  was  required   to 
form  the  recruit  into  a  useful  soldier.     Our  armies 
are  now  formed,  and  are  equal  in  discipline  and 
courage  toourenemy.as  thiscampaign  has  proved. 
He  would,  therefore,  impose  taxes  upon  such  arti- 
cles as  would  be  paid  by  the  community  without 
complaint,  and  draw  a  safe  and  productive  reve- 
nue into  the  Treasury;    and   he  was  persuaded 
they  would  be  cheerfully  paid,  when  the  people 
were  satisfied  that  they  were  necessary  to  their 
safety.     But,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. (.Mr.  McKek.)  and  his  honorable  colleague. 
(Mr.  Eppes.)  are  opposed  to  a  great  increase  of 
the  excise  and  direct  tax,  because  they  bear  harder 
upon    Kentucky  and  Virginia    than   some  other 
Slates  now  advocating  these  taxes.     Before  this 
war,  the  Eastern  States  paid  more  than  a  propor- 
tion of  taxes  to  the  General  Government,  by  the 
aid  of  their  extensive  commerce,  which  is'now 
gone.      Their  ships  and  fisheries  are  destroyed, 
and  it  may   be  recollected  that   this  war  is  the 
I  cause,  which  Kentucky  and  Virginia  had  a  great 
I  agency   in   producing.     If,  then,   by  raising  the 
I  money  to  carry  on  this  war,  it  should  be  found 
I  that  these  States  paid  a  fraction  more  than  other 
'  States,  they  ought  to  pay  it  with  cheerfulness. 
j      Mr.  B.  observed,  he  could  not  agree  with  many 
!  of  his  friends  in  desiring  the  President  to  take 
I  into  Ills  Administration  Federal  men.  He  believed 
j  it  would  be  difficult  to  prevail  upon  Federal  gen- 
j  tieraen  of  high  and  commanding  talents  to  Take 
any  of  the  departments  of  the  Government,  and 
,  he  should  think  it  a  misfortune  to  the  Federal 
cause  if  such  an  arrangement  should  take  place. 
j  For,  the  affairs  of  the  country  could  not  prosper 
j  with  a  divided  Administration  ;  and  it  is  impos- 
sible, in  a  Government  constituted  as  that  of  the 
United   States,   that   any   Administration   could 
conduct  prosperously  the  affairs  of  the  country, 
at  the  present  dangerous  and    perplexing  crisis, 
without  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people. 
1  must  there/ore  give  to  the  Administration  now 
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in  power  all  the  resources  of  the  country  ;  and  I 
will  not,  in  my  Legislative  capacity,  withhold  all 
support  from  them,  and  thereby  endanger  the 
existence  of  the  Constitution.  But,  sir,  at  elec- 
tions I  shall,  as  I  always  have,  use  every  fair  and 
honorable  exertion  to  displace  them;  and,Mvhen 
a  complete  change  is  made  in  the  public  senti- 
ment, then,  and  not  till  then,  do  1  wish  lo  see  a 
Federal  Administration. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  whole 
of  it  and  inserting,  in  place  of  it,  "that  it  is  ex 

riedient  to  lay  a  duty  of cents,  on  every  gal- 
on  of  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  material  in 
lieu  of  the  duty  now  imposed."     The  object  of 
this  motion  was  to  lay  the  tax  altogether  on  the 
quantity  distilled. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  some  length 
to  prove  that  so  high  a  tax  as  was  proposed  on 
distillation  would  be  perfectly  illusory,  as  it  would 
amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the  manufacture  of 
the  article  in  many  parts  of  the  country  ;  and,  if 
it  were  not  illusory,  the  tax  would  be  so  unequal 
in  its  operation  as  to  be  extremely  unjust,  par- 
ticularly to  the  Slate  which  he  represented. 

Mr.  Bayly  spoke  in  explanation  and  reply  to 
Mr.  McKee.  In  the  course  of  his  oSservations, 
he  said  that  he  conceived  an  equalized  direct  tax. 
and  a  tax  on  spirituous  liquors,  as  the  best  taxes, 
if  not  the  only  ones  that  ought  lo  be  imposed 
under  popular  government. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of 
an  amendment  fixing  the  tax  wholly  either  on 
the  product  or  on  the  capacity  of  the  still,  instead 
of  retaining  the  tax  on  both  as  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Although  he 
knew  the  whiskey  tax  was  considered  as  bearing 
with  particular  severity  on  Kentucky,  he  knew 
too,  from  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  that  Slate, 
that  they  would  pay  any  tax  Congress  should  lay 
on  the  article — though  he  hoped  it  would  not, 
therefore,  be  taxed  higher  than  it  would  bear. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  .Maryland,  was  of  opinion  that 
Maryland  paid  as  high  a  lax  as  any  Stale  in  pro- 
portion to  its  capital;  hut  he  was  desirous  to 
carry  into  effect  the  project  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  every  particular,  and,  therelore, 
although  the  tax  would  biar  hard  on  Ins  State, 
he  should  vote  to  tax  the  dislillaiion  of  liquor 
thirty  cents  per  gallon  on  the  product  of  the 
still. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  entered  into  an 
argument  to  show  that  it  would  be  higtily  im- 
politic to  abandon  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the 
still,  and  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  present 
amendment. 

Mr.  Cyrus  King,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  that  I  owe  to  the  Commit- 
tee an  apology  for  rising  thus  early  in  ihe  debate, 
before  gentlemen  of  greater  experience  and  of 
longer  standing  on  this  floor  have  had  an  opportu- 
ity  of  expressing  their  seniiments.  This  course, 
however,  I  am  compelled  to  pursue  in  consequence 
of  what  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York  yesterday  in  debate  upon  ihis  subject. 


Had  I  been  Raiisfied  with  the  practical  conclusion 
to  which  that  honorable  gentleman  brought  him- 
self, I  should  have  remained  silent,  and  with  him 
have  united  with  the  majority  in  voting  for  ad- 
ditional taxes.  But  this,  after  the  most  mature 
consideration,  I  cannot  do.  No  one  laments  more 
sincerely  than  I  do,  the  distressing  state  to  which 
our  country  is  reduced  by  corrupt  men  and  ruin- 
ous measures.  No  one  will  go  further  in  a  cor- 
rect and  honorable  course  to  relieve  her  from  our 
present  embarrassments.  No  one  can  more  ar- 
dently desire  the  return  of  the  blessings  of  peace 
on  fair  and  honorable  conditions — so  necessary 
for  the  Government,  so  indispensable  for  the  peo- 
ple. But  I  do  not  think  that  the  road  pointed  out 
by  that  gentleman,  will  lead  directly  to  that  de- 
sirable end. 

If  the  war,  as  he  admits,  and  as  every  reflect- 
ing man  must  admit,  was  inexpedient  in  its  ori- 
gin, and  is  ruinous  in  its  prosecution,  I  have  seen 
nothing  to  change  its  character.  As  welt  might 
the  Ethiopian  change  his  skin,  or  the  leopard  his 
spots.  If  the  Administration  who  declared  this 
war  were  weak,  rorrupt,  and  wicked,  as  the  gen- 
tleman will  concede,  have  they,  too,  changed 
their  natures  ?  and  if  not,  can  honest  men  possibly 
unite  with  them?  If,  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man correctly  observes,  the  extreme  depth  of  the 
fully  of  these  men  in  declaring  and  conducting 
this  war  was  such  that  even  his  intelligence  could 
not  fathom  it — if,  as  he  says,  they  have  abused 
the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  and  lavished  ihe 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation  in  foolish  and 
wicked  contests,  can  we.  in  honor,  unite  with  such 
monsters?  Can  we  justify  ourselves  to  our  con- 
stituents, our  consciences,  or  our  God,  in  assist- 
ing to  put  into  the  power  of  such  men  the  lives 
and  the  remains  of  the  fortunes  of  our  fellow- 
citizens?     I  believe  in  God  we  cannot. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  attempts  to  jus- 
tify his  course  by  saying  that  the  nature  of  the 
war  has  wholly  changed  from  offensive  to  defen- 
sive. Is  this  indeed  the  case?  Where  is  the 
only  efficient  army  which  the  Administration 
has?  Is  it  not  invading  Canada?  Is  it  not  car- 
rying fire  and  sword  into  the  heart  of  that  coun- 
try ?  And  shall  we  be  seriously  told  that  this,  on 
the  part  of  the  Adminisiration,  is  a  defensive 
war  ?  It  is  true,  sir,  as  far  as  respects  the  people 
of  this  country  and  the  State  Governments,  that 
it  is  a  defensive  war.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  country,  the  owners  of  the  soil,  are 
obliged  to  defend  that,  and  their  wives,  and  their 
children,  and  their  firesides,  against  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy,  along  the  whole  of  your  seacoast ; 
while  your  Administration,  who  are  bound  by  the 
Constitution  to  defend  us,  are  dreaming  of  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  and  are  sending  their  sol- 
diers in  that  direction,  to  places  where  we  have 
little  property  and  few  inhabitants  lo  protect,  but 
leaving  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy 
the  whole  Atlantic  frontier.  Like  the  dog  in 
the  fable,  they  catch  at  the  shadow,  and  lose  the 
substance. 

The  honorable  genlleinau   has  hinted,  for  he 
did  not  hazard  the  assertion,  that  some  people  in 
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thisSc€»t'ntry,  aid  many  in  Earop«,  beliere  this 
war;^'^)f  French  bri,Mn.  I  have  no  hints  to  give  on 
this^jor  any  other  subject,  but  assert,  as  I  believe, 
and^l  believe  n  as  I  do  ray  existence,  that  this  is 
a  Pjewh  war^and  1  liave  no  doubt  that  a  ma- 
jori*  of  this  aation,  and  all  Europe,  think  the 
sam^,  and  act  upon  that  belief.  I  very  well  know, 
sir,  |tiat  this  Oovernnient  has  lately  plead  '"not 
guif-ijv''  to  lhi<  .charge,  on  the  ground,  no  doubt, 
that^irect  evfd^nce  of  their  guilt  cannot  be  pro- 
duct!. ?  So.  sir,  in  our  courts  of  justice,  we  every 
dayvje^r  the  oiost  notorious  offenders  plead  the 
genj||»-a^  issue  »/f  "not  guilty."  and  even  be  ac- 
quii^ed  by  theirj  country  because  there  was  not 
suffi^fftt  evidence  of  their  guilt,  though  every 
hon>jt  man  in-the  nation  believes  thera  guilty. 
But;r^Pt  us  hear  what  those  gentlemen,  the  Ad- 
micj>=tTation,  .say  in  their  defence.  "No  reliance 
wa^olaced  on  tpe  good  offices  of  France,  in  bring- 
iDgftie  war  with  Great  Britain  to  a  satisfactory 
con^^sion."  Ij^ut  they  dare  not  say  they  did  not 
relyjvn  the  '•got)d  offices"  or  power  of  the  French 
tyri|»st  when  t^ey  decbred  that  war.  But,  they 
prO(>c«*()  :  "  He  (the  President)  nevertheless  knew 
'  thai  France  htld  a  place  in  the  political  system 
'  ofilsii,rope  an4  of  the  world,  which,  as  a  check 
*  oni|Si<)glaod.  would  not  fail  to  be  useful  to  us." 
No  ?loj}bt  he  kr^ew  it  while  France  •'  held"  under 
her^ytunt,  noi  holds,  under  her  legitimate  Sov- 
ereipt),  aplace'among  nations;  and  all  Europe 
knefc  it,  felt  it.  and  trembled,  while  our  Admin- 
istracjqp  were  courting  his  'good  offices."  Like 
the  I'b^^emptibfe  jackal  to  the  lion,  while  the  im- 
perifij  beast  of  iFrance  was  greedily  pursuin;^  his 
prejf.Jour  dastarjlly  Administration  expected  to  ex- 
tort*»iiei.-  dirty  |portion  from  its  fears.  I  was  in- 
due^ to  adverL  to  this  French  origin  of  the  war, 
for  {ie  purpose *of  distinctly  stating  to  the  Ameri- 
can ;;*|ieople  thajt  the  allies  iu  Europe,  the  great 
and<^ood  Alewnder  the  Deliverer  among  the 
restj^jU  so  coni*der  it.  Nay,  more  sir,  they  be- 
lievc^ypur  Adniinistration  only  a  branch  of  the 
pow'iT-  ;,>f  the  kate  imperial,  now  fallen  tyrant, 
whicii  ^ower  tljey  are  determined  to  destroy,  root 
and  fvajich.  L(jt  not  the  people,  then,  of  this  coun- 
try, ilejude  iliemselves  with  the  hope  of  peace 
whil^l  tije  presejit  men  wield  the  destinies  of  this 
natit^i.  Foreign  nations,  sir,  have  no  confidence 
in  ti^p  amicably  professions  of  your  Adrainistra- 
tion-'jthey  have  forfeited  all  respect,  and  no  hon- 
orabk-  g>eace  will  ever  be  made  with  them.  Not, 
sir,  ifa*  any  foreign  nation  would  pretend  to  dic- 
tate^  ii^.  or  inthe  smallest  degree  interfere  with 
our  «iiVrnal  regulations.  To  this  I  would  not 
sabrKt  from  ariy  nation.  But  the  people  ought 
to  k^^w  that  England  will  not  make  peace  with 
a  se{^f  men  wliom  she  thinks  corrupt  and  wick- 
ed. tC^n  w-e  then,  sir.  ought  we  to  unite  with 
suclj^'sn  in  the  prosecution  of  this  French  war? 
Besiaff.  ^ir,  dolwe   not  condemn   the  friends  of 


this{j5\<<|niinistr*tion  for  supporting  such  weak 
and*orrupt  rulers,  and  shall  we  not  condemn 
oursCfvvs  if  wcjunite  with  them  in  that  support? 
Hony^t^men  wiil  decide. 

Fs'ijtfiese,  atn-ong  other  reasons,  I  cannot  unite 
in  support  of  thl;  present  Administration.     I  shall 


now  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  which 
compel  me  to  vote  against  the  whole  system  or 
rather  scheme  of  finance  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  whereby  they  calcu- 
late to  raise  from  the  people  of  this  country,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  by  new  or  increased  taxes 
SI  1,635,000,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $10,800,00o' 
raised  in  the  same  manner,  or  to  be  raised  the  pres- 
ent year;  leaking  a  grand  total  for  the  people  to 
pay  in  taxes,  for  1815,  $22,435,000  to  the  national 
Government,  which  does  not,  and  cannot  protect 
them.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  reasons  above 
alluded  to,  permit  me  to  hold  up  to  the  view  of 
the  American  people  two  pictures,  one  of  the 
expenses  of  a  year  in  peace,  the  other  of  a  year 
of  war.  The  expense  of  our  Peace  Establish- 
ment before  the  war,  was  (as  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Campbell,  informs  us,  in 
his  able  and  faithful  annual  report  made  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814,) 57,000,000 

Interest  on   the  debt  existing  prior  to 
the  war 1,900,000 


Making  a  total  of   - 


-  S8.900.000 


He  further  informs  us,  that  the  sums  authorized 
by  Congress  to  be  expended  during  the  year  1814, 
and  for  which  appropriations  have  been  made,  are 
as  follows  : 

Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  §47,270,172.   This 
sum  the  Government  expected  to  provide  thus  : 
From  the  customs    -         -        -         .    86,500.000 
Sales  of  public  lands         -         -         -  600,000 

Direct  tax  and  internal  duties  -         -         3.800.00 
Postage  and  incidental  receipts        -  50,000 

Loans  and  Treasury  notes         -         -     33592.665 
Balance  said  to  be  in  the  Treasury  -       2.727,507 

Making  a  total  of        -        -         -  $47270.172 

Of  the  sum  the  Government  expected  to  raise 
by  loans,  after  begging,  hiring,  and  submitting  to 
the  grossest  usury,  they  are  still  deficient  more 
than  thirteen  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  and  dashing  report  from  the 
new  Secretary  Dallas,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  This  statement  shows  a  balance  in 
favor  of  peace  of  $38,370,172,  of  course  the 
amount  which  one  year  of  war  costs  the  people. 

I  will  now,  sir,  by  your  indulgence  and  that  of 
the  Committee,  state  some  of  the  reasons  which 
compel  me  to  vote  against  the  war  taxes.  Of 
these  reasons,  sir,  some  will  be  local  and  others 
general.  While  our  attention  is  directed  to  the 
interest  of  the  whole,  we  ought  not  to  neglect 
that  of  any  part. 

First. — I  shall  vote  against  this  report  as  a  citi- 
zen of  New  England,  because  that  section  of  the 
country  was  not  represented  in  the  committee 
which  made  it,  although  its  inhabitants,  if  the 
taxes  are  imposed,  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  a 
large  proportion  of  them.  How  this  happened, 
whether  by  design  or  accident,  I  know  not;  but 
such  is  the  fact,  that  no  member  from  New  Eng- 
land was  put  upon   that   important  committee. 
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But  the  Middle,  Southern,  and  Western  States, 
engrossed  the  whole.  I  would  not  be  understood 
to  implicate  the  honorable  Speaker  of  this  House, 
who  appoints  our  committees,  and  who  discharges 
the  duties  of  his  office  with  distinguished  ability. 
It  may  have  been  accident,  or  he  may  only  have 
followed  the  example  of  some  bad  predecessor. 
Nor,  sir,  would  I  suggest  that  the  committee  is 
not  composed  of  gentlemen  of  ability  and  integ- 
rity- But.  sir,  they  cannot  understand  the  inter- 
est of  that  part  of  our  country  so  well  as  a  mem- 
ber therefrom.  They  cannot  have  the  feelings, 
the  interest,  or  the  views  of  citizens  of  New  Eng- 
land. New  England  appears  to  be  proscribed; 
put  under  the  ban  of  empire.  These  things  cre- 
ate suspicions  of  designs  against  her  rights  and 
liberties.  I  cannot  sanction  this  procedure  by 
my  vote. 

Second. — This  Administration  have,  by  their 
weak  and  wicked  measures,  so  impoverished  our 
citizens,  that  they  have  not  the  ability  to  pay 
these  oppressive  taxes.  Shall  we  lay  upon  them 
additional  burdens,  when  they  are  now  almost 
pressed  to  the  dust  by  those  which  you  have 
already  heaped  upon  them?  Let  us  hear  what 
Mr.  Secretary  Dallas  says  upon  this  subject: 

"  The  wealth  of  the  nation,  in  the  value  and  pro- 
dncts  of  \\M  soil,  in  all  the  acquisitions  of  personal 
property,  and  in  all  the  varieties  of  industry,  remains 
almost  untouched  by  the  hand  of  Government." 

Is  this  indeed  true?  Let  me  ask  the  farmer  in 
the  middle  States  the  value  of  his  wheat  and  his 
flour  now  spoiling  on  his  hands;  the  merchant 
in  the  East  the  value  of  his  lumber  and  his  fish 
without  purchasers;  his  acquisition  of  property, 
deprived  by  the  acts  of  the  Government  of  the 
accustomed  means  of  enterprise;  the  ship  owner, 
the  rich  return  of  his  vessels,  now  only  food  for 
worms;  the  sailor  and  mechanic,  the  value  of 
their  industry  in  all  its  varieties.  These  will  all 
exclaim,  that  they  have  been  sorely  touched  by 
the  hand  of  this  Government.  That  ''the  little 
finger  of  this  oppressive  Administration  is  thicker 
than  the  loins"  of  the  Father  of  his  Country. 
That  tins  Administration  has  afflicted  them  as 
the  great  enemy  of  mankind  was  permitted  to 
afflict  the  perfect  and  upright  man,  by  touching 
all  they  possess,  and  they  arc  almost  ready  to 
"curse  them  to  their  faces."  But  what  does  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
say  on  this  subject? 

*'  In  Europe,  the  price  of  agricultural  products  is  not 
materially  affected  by  a  state  of  war :  the  produce  of 
the  earth  is  there  consumed  within  the  country  in 
peace  and  in  \»ar.  The  situation  of  the  United  States 
ia  entirely  different;  with  an  extensive  and  fertile 
country,  and  a  small  population  compared  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  territory,  we  have  annually  a  large  surplus 
to  eiport  to  foreign  markets,  over  and  above  what  is 
necessary  for  consumption.  On  the  export  of  this 
surplus,  which  is  cut  off  by  the  war,  depends  in  a 
great  degree  the  ability  of  the  farmer  to  meet  taxes." 

By  this  it  appears  that  the  wealth  of  the  na- 
tion, composed  by  the  wealth  of  every  individual 
in  that  nation,  subject  to  taxation,  does  but  re- 
main almost  untouched  by  the  hand  of  Govern- 


ment. And,  sir,  I  consider  this  war.  for  every 
purpose  of  misery  and  distress,  as  having  existed 
for  nearly  eight  years — since  the  embargo,  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1807.  A  constant  hostility  has, 
since  that  period,  been  maintained  by  the  Gov- 
ernment against  the  industry,  property,  and  enter- 
prise of  our  citizens,  by  their  restrictive  and  op- 
pressive acts,  whereby  thousands  of  our  citizens 
are  reduced  to  beggary;  to  a  situation  that  scarce 
any  change  can  be  for  the  worse. 

In   New  England,  too,  sir,  we  are  obliged  to 
pay  our  State  tax,  county  tax,  town  tax,  and  par- 
ish tax — (the  latter,  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
may  not  understand.)     Consider,  too,  sir,  that  our 
citizens  are  deprived  of  the  usual  means  of  ob- 
taining  supplies   for  these  objects,   and   for   the 
maintenance  of  their  fiimilies.     Lumber,  the  fish- 
eries, and  commerce,  were  our  chief  dependence. 
Our  lumber,  which  before  the  war  found  a  ready 
market  at  ten  and  fifteen  dollars  the  thousand,  is 
now  merely  nominal,  at  four  or  five.     The  bank 
fisheries  are  destroyed  ;  and  it  now  seems,  from 
the  terms  of  the  enemy,  that  we  are  in  a  fair  way 
to  lose  the  best  portion  of  our  coast  fishery.    Our 
vessels  are  now  confined  to  our  ports.     It  must 
be  known   likewise   that   the  inhabitants  of  the 
seaport  towns  in  Maine  were  accustomed  to  re- 
ceive   two-thirds  of  the  provisions  required  for 
their  support,  in  articles  of  the  first  necessity, 
coastwise.     And  in  proportion  as  their  means  of 
purchasing  provisions  have  decreased,  the  price 
of  provisions  has  increased.     Flour,  which  was 
formerly  bought  for  six  or  eight  dollars,  has,  for 
some  time  past,  been  fifteen  and  sixteen  dollars 
the  barrel.     Indian  corn,  which  sold  for  seventy- 
five  cents  the  bushel  before  the  war.  was,  the  last 
Summer,  one  dollar  and  a  half  and  two  dollars 
the  bushel,  and  so  of  many  other  articles  of  prime 
necessity.     The    consequence  of  this    has    been 
such  as  was  probably  expected  and  wi!^hed  by  the 
Government.     Many  of  our  respectable  citizens, 
sailors,  and  mechanics,  have,  for  subsistence,  been 
forced  into  the  ranks  of  your  Army,  and  marched 
into  Canada.     Yes.  sir,  I  have  to  regret,  nay,  to 
lament,  the  fate  of  many  valuable  citizens,  some 
personal  friends,  who  have  thus  fallen  victims  to 
the  diseases  of  that  climate,  or  the  sword  of  the 
enemy — far  distant   from   their   homes,  with  no 
friendly  hand  to  relieve  their  sufferings  or  soothe 
their  distress;  in  death  they  cast  a  fond  recollec- 
tion back  upon  their  country  and  the  dear  objects 
of  their  affection,  then  closed   their  eyes  in  de- 
spair.    With  the   hope  of  giving  some  relief,  I 
have  since  entered  the  dwellings  of  their  fami- 
lies, once  the  abodes  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
now  of  wretchedness  and   woe.     I  have  beheld 
their  disconsolate  widows  and  helpless  parents  in 
misery  and  want,  and  their  children  crying  for 
bread.     Do   then,  Oh  God.  now  their  only  sup- 
porter, according   to  the   petition  in    thy  prayer, 
give  them  each  day  their  daily  bread. 

But  when  the  poor  have  thus  cried,  Madison 
has  not  wept;  'ambition  is  made  of  sterner  stufl^' 
than  this. 

Third  reason. — As  a  citizen  of  New  England 
I  am  opposed  to  laying   this  additional  burden 
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upipn  »ny  fellc^w-ciiizirns,  because  no  part  of  the 
mliet,  thus  (p  be  raised,  will  be  applied  to  the 
paftnrnl  of  th^s  expense  incurred  by  those  States 
ID  j-iiHing  out  iind  subsisting  their  militia,  for  the 
de|ipi»c  o(  they  soil  and  families.  This  informa- 
liQ|iwe  have  fj-om  the  Secretary  of  War  himself. 
in^Jisf  answc^  to  the  letter  of  His  Excellency, 
G(M;e«.ior  Siring,  up«n  that  subject.  That  no 
.paJ^oJ'  the  exf^nse  thus  incurred  would  be  reim- 
bu;l'e(^  unless  our  troyps  were  placed  under  the 
or^irhr-of  the  jcomraahders  of  their  military  dis- 
^■■'i?*'*,  "^^'5  '^  3  species  of  command  we  know 
Dol:ifir\^  of.  Military  districts !— by  what  right, 
wl'it  cuthoritjr,  what  usurpation  established?— 
th*"^«ife  unknown  to  our  laws,  unknown  to  our 
Cot;^tUution.  jjnd  abhorrent  to  our  feelings.  For 
wli^  pirpose  js  our  country  gerrymandered  into 
miliary  districts?  Can  you  inform  me,  sir ?  I 
didf  jn^ieed  onpe  hear  on  this  floor  the  purfMJse 
avpr^rl  for  which  they  were  established,  and  the 
us«fjo>hich  they  were  destined.  I  did  hear  an 
hof  >r4t)le  genileman  in  debate,  and  I  heard  him 
wifct  ^orror  ajbd  detestation,  alluding  lo  some 
rui^nri;  of  dissfttisfacl.on  in  the  East,  thank  his 
Gillj  tijat  thert  was  within  each  military  district 
of  fai-*  counirjf  a  phy^ical  force  sufficient  to  put 
doh\^  xhe  first  inoveraents  of  popular  discontent. 
W|;«ti  -sir.  are  we  under  a  military  despotism? 
Mi|':  ^e  be  butchered  if  we  dare  complain  of  our 
wri^rtgi?.  Is  this  the  Hepublican  form  of  Govern- 
nie^  guarantii'd  to  us  by  the  Constitution?  Is 
ihi^^ilje  freeJcHii  for  which  our  ancestors  fought 
anil-'.W^d  ?  If  50),  then  Warren  and  the  succeeding 
maVjjyp  of  ihe.Revoluiion  died  in  vain.  No,  sir, 
Ne»j  iV.ngland  will  not  submit  to  it.  No  military 
desi^V  shall  ever  reign  there.  I,  too.  thank  my 
Go4({iat  thert^is  within  each  State  in  New  Eng- 
land tlie  bravf;  yeomanry  of  the  country,  hearts 
of  tykj  ready  a^id  determined  to  beat  down  tyran- 
ny fU^  oppri'sjicn  under  their  feet. 

JtU'who  arej  the  of&cers  under  whose  command 
yoc^  Ifresident  wishes  to  place  our  hardy  soldiers? 
Iq  ..!i*t4ssachusitts  he  is  an  officer  whom  your 
Pr^y>6;nt  himself  has  recalled  from  a  command 
in  (.-Viiada  witfe  every  mark  of  disgrace.  In  New 
Ha(,K»p3hire  is  in  officer,  who,  when  in  command 
in  i'UDada,  suffered  tiimself  to  be  taken  by  a 
haklfwi  of  thO  enemy;  and  of  so  little  conse- 
qu«|>ae  was  he;  in  the  view  of  your  Government, 
tha^  ifiey  let  Ijim  rust  in  Canada,  unexchanged, 
un&  he  almos;  became  a  subject  of  his  Britannic 
M;^"Siy.  His!  pay  and  rations,  however,  went 
oni^^h;;ch  was;  some  consolation.  Sir,  our  raili- 
tiafj^c-ers  woujld  think  themselves  disgraced,  and 
ihr^w  fjp  theirJcommijsions,  if  they  were  ordered 

?r  is  f^ur 
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unjfctr  ;uch  coinmand'Ts.  But,  sir,  the  principle 
on|rh(oh  thij  ^military  gerrymander  is  formed  is 
whkt  \  most  ^eprecaie.  If  your  President  can 
thijf  dt/ide  tht|  Slates  into  military  sections,  and 
la'^  ofver  eacji  a  general  officer,  what  prevents 
is^ppointme^t  of  aU  the  subordinate  officers  in 
thetiarsie  districts,  rcacjy  to  take  from  our  militia 
offi^rs  their  o^mmamis  as  soon  as  they  take  the 
fielS— thus  violating,  in  the  very  letter,  that  part 
of  fce  jConsiiiu^tion  wWich  reserves  "to  the  Stales 
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the  militia"?  There  is  .i^^That  will  prevent 
m  doing  this,  seeing  he  has  tL  disposition,  bu 
the  determined  resistance  of  the  people  who  are 
accustomed  "to  anticipate  the  ev.l,  and  judge  of 
the  pressure  ot  the  grievance  by  the  badness  of 
the  principle.  •  They  augur  misgovernmeni  at  a 
distance,  and  snuff  up  the  approach  of  tyrannv 
iQ  every  tainted  breeze."  If  then,  sir,  you  w.ll 
not  defend  New  England,  New  England  will 
defend  herself,  and  will  keep  her  resources  for  her 
own  occasion,.  "Millions  for  our  defence  but 
not  a  cent  for  tribute." 

Fourth  reason.— I  cannot  unite  in  supporting 
this  Administration,  with  Mr.  Madi>on  at  their 
head,  because  he  has  always  shown  a  settled  and 
determined  spirit  of  hostility  against  the  enter- 
prise, the  commerce,  the  rights,  and  above  all  the 
patriotsof  New  England.  In  confirmation  of  this, 
with  mingled  sensations  of  pride  and  disdain,  I 
descend  to  notice  the  mean,  dastardly  connexion 
between  this  Government  and  one  John  Henry  ; 
where  your  President  gave  to  that  scoundrel  and 
iraitor,fifty  thousand  dollarsofihe  people's  money, 
to  purchase  up,  as  he  fondly  hoped,  calumny  and 
detraction  against  the  first  patriots  in  New  Eng- 
land  ;  that  lie  was  disappointed  in  his  malicious 
and  revengeful  hopes  and  designs  wasi  not  his 
lault.  The  traitor  received  his  fifiy  thousand  dol- 
lars from  the  hand  of  your  President,  who  sent 
him,  in  one  of  our  public  ships,  out  of  the  reach 
of  justice,  even  to  the  imperial  Bonaparie.  Sir, 
this  impotent  attempt  by  your  President,  to  sully 
the  character  of  New  England,  will  never  be  for- 
gotten. It  will  be  forgiven,  for  our  holy  religion 
commands  us  to  forgive  our  greatest  enemies, 
persecutors,  and  slanderers.  Thank  God,  New 
England  is  covered  with  the  heavenly  panoply 
of  integrity  and  patriotism;  the  arrows  of  malev- 
olence fall  harmless  at  her  feet. 

But  this  Government  has,  since  1806,  constantly 
manifested  a  deadly     hostility  against  the  com- 
merce and  rights  of^New  England  ;  by  their  em- 
bargoes,  non-intercourse,  and  non-imporiations  ; 
some  of  the  provisions  of  which  were  infinitely 
more   unjust  and  oppressive  than    the    writs  of 
assistance,  so  justly  complained  of,  at  the  cora- 
mencementof  the  Revolution.     These  writs  gave 
to   the  custom-house  officers  and  their  deputies 
power  to  enter  any    private  houses,  d,c.,  "  that 
they  would  say  they  suspected."     Now, sir,  some 
of  the  provisions  of  your  laws  authorized  them  to 
do  this,  without  saying  anything— without  writ, 
or  right.     I  have  before  asserted  on  this  floor,  and 
now,  after  the  rao.«.t  deliberate  consideration,  I  re- 
peat, that  this  Administration  have  brought  upon 
this  nation  many  of  the  evils  which  produced  the 
Revolution  ;  that  they  are  in  fact,  acting  over  the 
tyranny  of  Britain,  against  New  England,  with 
increased  aggravation.     What,  let  me  ask,  was  a 
Boston    port  bill  compared    with  a  general  em- 
bargo ?  what  a  duly  on  a  few  unimportant  arti- 
cles, compared    with    the    t.-\xes  and  oppressions 
which    this  Administration  have    brought  upon 
this  people  ?     As  much  as  I  detest  and  abhor  the 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  a  Grafton,  a  North,  or 
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Ministries  in  England,  against  this  country,  I 
would  not  do  them  the  injustice  to  compare  them 
with  a  set  of  men  and  measures  which  would 
disgrace  them.  If  a  simple  King  of  England,  by 
his  corrupt  servants,  chastised  New  England  with 
whips,  this  Administration  have  chastised  her 
with  scorpions.  A  repetition  of  the  same  griev- 
ances will  remind  us  of  the  remedy.  I  very  well 
know  the  apology  tt)at  is  ofl'ered  by  gentlemen 
on  this  occasion — that  our  situation  is  changed  — 
that  New  England  is  represented  on  tliis  floor,  but 
was  not  in  Parliament.  Is  she  indeed  represented 
here  ?  What  influence  has  New  England  in  this 
Congress,  more  than  she  had  in  the  Parliament 
of  England  ?  She  has  members  here  to  state  her 
grievances,  and  demand  redress.  She  had  friends 
there, able  and  distinzuished.  to  do  the  same.  Has 
the  interest  of  New  England  been  at  all  consulted 
for  these  eight  years  past?  Have  her  grievances 
been  redressed  ?  Let  her  impoverished,  ruined  cit- 
izens, answer  the  question.  We  complain  of  griev- 
ances, and  we  are  told  that  we  are  represented 
here.  We  complain  of  the  oppression  of  Admin- 
istration, and  are  told  that  they  are  the  choice  of 
the  people.  The  people  do  not  choose  rulers  to 
oppress  and  tyrannize.  The  moment  they  thus  act, 
they  forfeit  their  character  of  rulers,  and  ought  to 
be  deposed.  What,  sir,  shall  we  be  told  that  a 
hereditary  Sovereign  in  Europe,  may,  for  his 
crimes,  be  deposed  and  brought  to  the  block — 
while  a  petty  tyrant  of  tour  years  standing, 
"strong  enough  to  suppress,  but  unable  to  protect," 
shall,  in  this  free  country,  live  out  his  political 
life.  No,  sir,  the  same  crime  which  would  bring 
one  man  to  the  block,  ought  to  bring  the  other  to 
the  halter. 

What  influence,  I  repeat,  has  New  England  in 
the  Administration,  or  in  Congress,  when  the 
whole  of  the  Administration,  and  a  majority  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  live  south  and  west  of 
the  Delaware  ?  Will  you  appeal  to  their  measures 
as  an  evidence  ?  In  them  we  see  nothing  but  ruin 
and  oppression.  Will  honorable  gentlemen  come 
nearer  home,  and  examine  the  Journals  of  this 
House;  here  we  see  a  rank  majority  ranged  against 
New  England.  Look  at  your  committees,  even 
the  least  important  ;  do  you  find  a  majority  of 
New  Engand  interest,  or  of  Federal  Republicans 
(to  speak  plain)  in  either.  No.  sir,  New  England 
influence  is  carefully  excluded  the  walls  of  this 
House,  and  was  excluded  from  the  palace  (before 
Mr.  Madison  permiited  the  enemy  to  burn  it)  lest 
<he  pure  slave  spirit  should  be  contami.iated. 
Yes,  sir,  I  consider  this  Administration  as  alien 
to  us.  So  much  so,  that  New  England  would  be 
justified  in  declaring  them,  like  all  foreign  nation?, 
"enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends."  The  States 
of  New  England, sir,  can  never  be  satellites  in  any 
system.  But.  like  primary  planets,  they  will  re- 
volve round  the  sun  of  Federalism,  until  the  Al- 
mighty hand  which  created,  shall  dash  them  from 
their  orbits  forever. 

To  show  the  wonderful  consistency  of  the  men 

now  in  power,  they  have  not  only  acted  over  the 

tyranny  of  England  against  this  country,  but  they 

are  now  actually  acting  over  what  in  times  past 
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they  affected  to  call  the  tyranny  and  oppression 
of  Washington  and  Adams,  in  exci!»e  laws  and 
internal  taxes.     If  honorable  gentlemen  acted  on 
principle  in  their  opposition   then  they  were,  and 
have   continued,  unprincipled.     If   it  be  retorted 
that  we  ought  to  support  these  laws,  we  answer 
that   we  do  not  deem  them   necessary,  that  our 
support   is  not   necessary   to   their  passage.     Sir, 
allegiance  and  protection  are  reciprocal — the  peo- 
ple of  the  United    States  ordained  the  Constitu- 
tion, among  other  important  provisions,  "to  pro- 
'  vide    for    the    common   defence,   promote    the 
'  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  lib- 
'  erty  to   ourselves  and  our  posterity."     This  de- 
fence, this  welfare,  and  these  blessings.it  was  the 
duty  of  this  Administration    to  provide  for  the 
people.     How  they  have  done  it,  our  defenceless 
country    will   show.      Nay.  sir.  we  have  ocular 
demonstration,   within  sight  of  this  Hall;  nay, 
more,  this  Hall  itself  is  demonstration,  driven  as 
we   have  been  by  the  enemy  and  the  negle(ft  of 
the  Government  from  our  splendid  Capitol  to  the 
places  of  mere  patent  machines.     And  that  we 
have  the  honor  of  occupying  the  places  of  patent 
machines,  we  owe  to  the  charity  of  the  enemy, 
begged    by  Dr.  Thornton   of  the  Patent    Office, 
that  he  might  have  where  to  bestow  these  mod- 
els of  the  arts  and  of  taste.     Yes.  sir,  every  part 
of  yourcity  exhibits  vestigesof  the  enemy,  and  of 
the  criminal  neglect  of  your  Government.     Yes, 
sir,  the  proud  banner  of  that  enemy  has  waved 
over  the  Capitol,  and  all  your  public  edifices  are 
in  ruins.     Add  to  this — your  Government  with 
the  President  at  their  head,  pale  with  fear,  flying 
before  a  few  thousand  British  troops.     The  patriot 
turns  from  this  scene  with  horror  and  disgust.  Is 
this  the  man  whom  the  people  have  chosen  logo 
in  and  out  before  them  and   lead  their  armies  to 
battle  and  to  conquest  ?     Is  this  the  kind  of  pro- 
tection which  he  affords  to  this  bleeding  country  ? 
From  such  protection  and  such  protectors  O  Lord 
deliver  my  country  ! 

It  may  be  demanded  of  me,  if  I  am  willing  to 
abandon  our  Navy  and  Army,  without  pay,  with- 
out reward  ;  far,  very  far  from  it.  My  sentiments 
on  this  subject  cannot  be  unknown  or  mistaken. 
The  steady  bravery  and  perfect  discipline  of  our 
gallant  seamen,  evinced  by  their  repeated  and 
splendid  victories  ;  the  heroism  lately  displayed 
by  some  of  our  Generals,  their  officers  and  troops, 
in  many  sanguinary  and  successful  battles,  flash 
like  lightning  upon  the  surrounding  darkness,  ren- 
dering It  more  palpable. 

New  England  will  not  give  up  the  ship,  nor  the 
seamen  either  !  She  is  prepared  to  swim  or  sink, 
conquer  or  die,  with  them.  But,  sir,  this  Admin- 
istration have  not  the  ability  lo  reward  them; 
they  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
cannot  command  the  resources  of  the  nation.  It 
will  devolve  on  the  first,  fast  friends  of  the  Navy 
to  reward  our  brave  tars,  when  the  "  troubled 
night"  of  this  Administration  departs,  "and  the 
star  of  peace  returns." 

In  relation  to  the  subject  more  immediately  be- 
fore the  Committee,  as  to  the  increase  of  taxes, 
for  the  reasons  which  I  have  given,  and  ab  lo  the 
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sc^JnKof  a  Naiiopal  Bank,  reported  by  Mr.  Dal-  I      If,  sir,  this  Admioistrttion  will  abandoiTThe 
LA/j  tor  reas  -ns  fvhich  I  may  assign  when    that   '  evil  course  and  evil  advice  which  thev  have  our 
su^|ecl  may  W  taken  up— I  shall  vole  agamst  the  ,  sued  so  long,  will  return  lo  a  sense  of  duty  to  them 
wljjlt'      In  relation  to  the  detail  of  this  business,  ;  selves,  and  justice  to  their  country—if  Mr  Mad 
as    1  respects  a  proper  selection  of  articles  or  of     ison  will  cease  to  hearken  lo  evil  counsellors  and 
eq5»l(v:ing   th«?m  through    the  Slates,  I  shall  en-  '  will  give  up  his  inefficient  and  corrupt  aeents  • 
0|r  correctly  to  do  my  duty.  will  form  a  Cabinet  of  the  most  experienced  and 

fi.re  I  conclude,  sir.  there  is  one  subject  upon  wisest  statesmen  of  our  country,  and  will  surren- 
wh^h  I  wish  (jorrectly  to  be  understood,  and  upon  der  the  conduct  of  affairs  wholly  to  them— I  will 
wlt^jch.some  oj  the  genileraen  on  this  side  of  the  be  among  the  first  with  heart  and  hand  to  sup- 
HM^e  have  b«en  misrepresented.  I  allude  to  the  port  them.  Until  Mr.  Madison  does  this  I  can 
mij^v«»s  and  views  o{  gentlemen  in  and  out  of  only  advise  him.  in  the  words  of  an  experienced 
th^^Hpuse,  opposed  td  the  Adminisiraiion  of  Mr.    ^tatesman,    '  to  retract  his  odious  exertions  ot  au- 

'  thority  ;  and  to  remember  that  the  firsl  step  to- 
'  wards  making  New  England  contribute  to  his 
•  wants,  is  to  reconcile  her  lo  his  Government. 

[Mr.  KtNG  was  called  to  order  soon  after  com- 
mencing his  speech,  as  wandering  from  the  order 
r    TL  i    .         X     1      ■  ■         ,      f  I  'u    '  I  1     ^'  debate,  by  debating  questions  of  a  general  na- 

frc^^  distress,  ind  our  coutjtry  from  ru.n-I  should     j,,,  ,„  ,  propositi on'to  change  the  tax  from  the 
co^.tfer  them  unwor  by  the  name  of  patriots-  ^^  .^e  product  of  the  still.     The  Cha.r- 

urjro  thy  th.  name  o{  Americans-unworthy  the  :  ^^^  j/.i^ed  thkt,  according  to  the  general  prac- 


Mkjlisfn.  Cauld  I  for  a  moment  believe  that  a 
baA  lifld  corrupt  desire  of  office,  or  emolument, 
orJ^o\'Cer,  intloenced  fhem,  that  moment  would  I 
ab'^d^n  ihen>:  and  esteem  them  as  base  as  those 
ihdr  appose.  ';  Could  "I  believ.',  that  any  other  de- 
siro  actuated   them,   than   to  relieve    the  people 


jl  light  of  Heaven.  Let  honorable  gentle- 
mij^i  (consult  their  own  breasts  upon  this  subject, 
th^  will  find, the  charge  of  corrupt  motives  im- 
pq^ib'e.  Do  ihey  find  the  taste  of  power  so  sweet, 
ihJrcQUch  of  ambition  so  solt,  that  they  are  to  be 
ca'iftt-d  for  etjjoyment,  and  not  for  the  elevated 
oliyct  of  renllering  iiappy  a  whole  people?  If 
•^  7  have  di^-fharged  their  duty  to  their  country 

to  their  Qod,  they  will   have  no  difficulty   in 

iTfcring  tli«  questicn 
i^ui  union   it   seems  is  now  the  watc 
D-'^s  ihe  Adrjiinistration  desire  it?     Do 
jelly"  in  this  House  desire  it  ?     Had  either  made 
lhjle:ist  aJviince  or  concession  Ibr  it  ?     Though 
urj^d  by  tht'ilalion,  has  Mr.  Madison  called  round 
hiA  tjie  wise  and  the  good  without  distinction  of 

ty*?     Let  his  Cabinet  answer.    One  important 

se  vacant,  and  a  continual  fluctuation  and  suc- 


lice,  the  gentleman  was  in  order.  From  this  de- 
cision Mr.  FtSK,  of  New  York,  appealed.  After 
some  conversation  on  the  point  of  order — 

The  decision  of  the  Chairman  was  reversed  by 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Ki.NG.  of  Massachusetts  then  moved  inde- 
finitely 10  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tion; which  motion  was  declared  not  in  order  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  King  then  declared  himself  in  favor  of 
continuing  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  still, 
and  imposing  the  additional  duty  on  the  product 
of  the  still — though  he  should  vote  against  any 
increase  of  the  present  taxes;.] 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  was  also  of  opinion 
that  a   combination  of  the  tax  on   the  capacity 

,.  .„v— ....M..-  -  -^ ..-^ -..  „..^  ^„w      and  on  the  product  was  most  expedient,  and  was 

ic»n  of  o$cers,  at  a  time  when   he  ought  to  '  f*Jr  adhering  in  all   respects  to  the  report  of  the 
e  the  conKlant  and   best  advice  of  the  wisest     Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


watch  word, 
the  ma- 


nqj'^Q  of  the  nation.  Another  office  sold  in  fee  to 
a -fSifi'igner  by  birth,  or  held  by  him  for  another 
Dt^riilized  citizen,  low  abroad  on  an  important 
m.ir^ion.  and  who  qualified  himself  in  the  school 
of/ijjsurrection  for  his  distinction.  Is  our  Trea- 
stSi-y*  alway'i  fo  be  a  prey  to  foreigners  and  traitors. 


Mr.  EppEa  assigned  the  reasons  why  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  in  favor  of 
retaining  the  present  tax  on  the  capacity — they 
were,  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  product,  and 
to  abridge  as  much  as  ptjssible  the  domiciliary 
visits  of  the  excise  officers  for  proving  the  liquor. 
Jcc.  which  would  then  be  unnecessary. 


I^r,ry  and  others?     The  American   people  will     Jtc.  which  would  th 

CftoTt'pt  this  -precedure,  or  not  complain  of  an  i  Mr.  Ingha.m  said  he  was  fully  justified  in  staling 
e^Mr  Treasury.  But  what  advjnces  have  the  '  ih«  opinion  of  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  to 
njfei'iftrity  in  this  Hou< 


be,  that  the  communication  of  the  capacity-tax 
was  indispensable  to  the  due  collection  of  the  prg- 
ductiax. 

Mr.  Yancey  advocated  the   adoption   of  the 
amendment  he  had  proposed.     He  considered  the 


iDfei'jtirity  in  tbis  House  made  towards  a  coalition  ? 
£yi>  rhey  not,  upon  every  important  subject  of  de- 
b2ie,  unsheath  the  sword  of  contention,  and  cast 
a,<'ay<  Its  scaU[>ard  ?     And  how  were  even  the  ad- 

td'jjc^s  of   the   honorable  gentleman    trom   New    ^ .,„v.  f,.w,,„.^„.     w.  ^.........^v.  .... 

York,  received  yesterday  ?  With  coldness— no,  arguments  against  it.  though  specious,  to  be  falla- 
siJ:^V^ey  were  rejected  with  contempt.  Conscious  cious.  The  present  system,  he  contended,  opera- 
of.il^cirstren!ith,ihey  do  not  want  our  assistance ;  ,  ted  unequally,  and  would  continue  to  do  sounder 
tbAiy»ifear  that  some  on  this  side  of  the  House  the  increased  duty,  unless  the  system  was  changed. 
t^i  stand  between  them  and  office.  They  do  :  He  saw  no  occasion  for  the  employment  of  ex- 
nii  vfant  our  assistance  to  pass  their  laws,  and  '  cise  officers  at  all  in  the  collection  of  the  tax, 
<i.d  forbid  ihey  should  have  it,  for  on  some  of  which  might  be  as  well  collected  by  compelling 
tlPes£|  laws  hre  impressed    the  image  and  super-    distillers  to  make  monthly  returns  on  oath. 

iprion  of  oppression- 1  will  not.  by  my  vote,        The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Yancey's 

motion  (going  to  throw  the  tax  altogether  on  the 


g|ke  currency 

M  * 

1 


to  such  bai>e  coin. 
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product  of  the  still)  and  negatived.     For  the  mo- 1 
lion  45.  against  it  7C. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to  insert 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  was  then  decided  in 
the  negative.     For  the  motion  57,  against  it  64. 

The  question  being  taken  a  second  time,  by 
request,  there  were  for  the  motion  62,  against  it  71. 

Mr.  FiHK.  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  twelve  and  a  half,  and  insert  twenty.  For  the 
motion  there  were  69,  against  it  70. 

Another  count  bein?  demanded,  there  appeared 
to  be  for  the  motion  67,  against  it  69. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Eppes  to  insert  fifteen,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows:  For  the  motion  68,  against  it  62. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  an  additional  duty 
on  distillation  of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  on  the 
product  of  the  still,  ought  to  be  laid. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  two 
resolutions  agreed  to  in  committee,  and  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again   on  the  temainder  of 


the  report. 


MoNDAV,  October  24. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, William  Hale,  app»?ared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  BiGELow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
members  of  an  association  o("  Ministers,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Westminister  Association,  in  the 
country  of  Worcester,  and  State  of  .Ma.ssachu- 
settj.  praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be  trans- 
ported or  opened  on  the  Sabbath  day. Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  RoHERTSON  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  a 
confirmation  of  their  respective  titles  to  lands  held 
by  virtue  of  a  requeue  or  petition  to  the  Governors 
of  thnt  country,  whilst  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  Governments. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevbert. 

Itesolved,  That  the  Secretaries  of  Stute.  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy  Departments,  and  the  Post- 
master General,  be  directed  to  communicate  to 
this  House  such  information  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  otficial 
books  and  papers,  in  their  respective  Departments, 
in  consequence  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy  in 
the  month  of  August,  1814;  designating  particu- 
larly what  description  of  books  and  papers  has 
been  lost  thereby,  and  what  the  probable  effect  of 
such  loss  will  be  in  the  adjustment  of  the  unset- 
tled accounts  of  the  United  States. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
resolutions  "  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the 
reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has 
been  sustained  by  Major  General  Brown,  Major 
General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller 
Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb,"  and  ask  a  confer- 
ence upon  the  subject  of  the  said  amendments* 
to  which  conference  ihey  have  appointed  mana- 
gers on  their  part. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  remainder  of  the  re- 
port of  t  ,e  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  third  resolution  came  first  next  under  con- 
sideration, in  the  following  words: 

Htsohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  add  one  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  present  duty  on  salei  at  auction. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Wright,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Eppes.  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  to  the  equality  of  the  general  system  of 
taxation  proposed. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
motion  by  striking  out  one  hundred  and  inserting 
fifty  per  cent.;  under  the  impression  that  the  pro- 
posed increase  would  have  the  effect,  by  throwing 
sales  into  the  hands  of  commission  merchants  to 
diminish  the  present  product  of  the  t,ix. 

Mr.  Eppes  made  some  observations  in  reply. 
He  saw  no  reason  why,  when  other  taxes  were 
to  be  so  generally  increased,  this  item  should  be 
excepted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  obser- 
vations lo  show  the  extreme  inequality  and  op- 
pressiveness of  the  additional  tax  on  distillation 
compared  with  any  other  tax  proposed,  which  he 
said,  by  the  way,  would,  he  feared,  operate  nearly 
as  a  prohibition  of  that  manufacture.  He  was 
surprised,  after  gentlemen  had  so  strenuously  in- 
sisted on  the  enormous  increase  of  that  tax,  that 
they  should  oppose  the  paltry  increase  of  the  tax 
now  proposed. 

Mr.  Post  made  a  statement  to  show  that  the 
increase  of  the  tax  would  not  increase  the  revenue 
at  all.  The  only  taxes,  he  appeared  to  conceive, 
on  which  solid  reliance  could  be  placed,  to  insure 
the  requisite  amount  of  revenue,  were  the  land 
tax  and  the  whiskey  tax.  The  consumption  of 
whiskey,  he  argued,  would  not  be  diminished  es- 
sentially if  it  were  taxed  an  hundred,  instead  of 
fifteen  cents  per  gallon;  and,  whatever  was  the 
amount  of  that  tax,  it  eventually  came  outof  the 
pocket  of  the  consumer,  though  immediately  paid 
by  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  bis 
regret  at  the  sectional  discussion  of  tbe  taxes. 
He  entreated  gentlemen  to  abandon  their  local 
objections  to  the  various  taxes,  as  he  should  him- 
self do.  The  Stale  which  he  represented  paid 
much  more  than  a  due  proportion,  according  to 
lis  representation,  of  the  internal  taxes.  But  no 
system  of  taxation  could  ever  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect in  this  country  without  a  reciprocal  spirit  of 
compromise,  which  he  therelbre  hoped  to  see  su- 
perseding the  local  feelings  which  were  displayed 
Oil  this  occasion. 

Mr.  VVriqht  said,  so  far  from  entertaining  any 
sectional  feeling  on  this  occasion,  he  was  prepared 
to  agree  to  the  whole  system  proposed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  ;  but  protested  against  di- 
viding it,  and  taking  it  by  piecemeal. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative  by  a  considerable  majority; 
and  the  original  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  fourth  resolution,  "that  it  is  expedient  to 
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«(t(J  ^ty  per  cent,  to  the  present  duties  on   the        The  next  question  wts  to  strike  out  lotteries; 

cmiv't^aDce  of  papers  and  letters,"  was  next  con-  '  which  motion  was  negatived  without  debate, 
si^fred,  and  having  been  amended,  on  motion  of  J      Mr.  Goldsborodqh    moved   to  sirilte  out    the 
Mj,  Eppes,  by:  striking  out  fifty  and  inserting  an  j  furniture  tax;   assigning  as   reasons  therefor   its 
hiiridr-ed  percient.,  it  was;  agreed  to,  without  de-  '  odious  character,    because    rendering    necessary 
baj^f.;  !  "  '  valuations  of  property,  domiciliary  visits,  dtc. 

fifhe  next  resolution,  "that  the  carriage  taxi  Mr.  Eppes  defended  the  tax,  and  stated  that  no 
ouVht  to  be  increased,  and  a  duty  on  plated  bar-  inquisitions  were  intended  to  be  made  into  prop- 
n^-<  so  imposed  as  to  produce  double  the  amount  :  erty,  the  amount  of  which  was  proposed  to  be 
of  jlwv  present  duty  on  carnages,"  was  agreed  to.  !  ascertained   by  voluntary  declaration  of  the  pos- 

f^'hi^  next  resolution  that  came  under  consider-  [  sessors.  He  considered  it  a  very  proper  tax  on 
•t^n^  "f^^i  that   "it  is  expedient   to  class  the  re-  ,  luxury  and  superfluity. 

taiitr;;. of  winfs,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  j  Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  also  opposed  the 
n)fKlKandise.%nd  imposean  additional  duty  there-  i  proposed  amendment  in  an  argumentative  man- 
on  of  fif^ty  percent."  '■  ner,  on  the  grounds  of  policy  and  justice,  con- 

l>^r.  Post  viehemently  objected  to  this  tax  as  i  vinced  as  he  was  of  the  necessity  of  raiding  a 
^fiij^^y^g  exclusively  to  one  class  of  the  cornmu-  :  substantial  revenue  to  supply  the  wants  and  sup- 
niiy.  I  port   the  credit  of  the  Government  ;  he  was  op- 

^<ir.  WRiGfiT  and  Mr.  Eppes  replied  ;  and  posed  to  the  subduction  of  so  great  a  proportion 

^'hc  resolu'jpn  was  agreed  to  without  a  division    i  of  the  proposed  amount  of  taxation  as  the  erasure 

■  l^\\t  next  re;solution  which  came  under  consiJ-  i  of  this  tax  would  occasion.  Mr.  B.  spoke  at  some 
erafio'i  was  the  following:  i  length  and  with  much  ability  on   the  subject  of 

"TieJiplved,  Tbat  it  is  expedient  to  impose  a  duty  on     taxation  generally, 
th*  following  ajticles,  viz  :  manufactured  tobacco  and         Mr.  Wright  supported  his  colleague's  motion, 
sniiff^ln  the  h.inds  of  the  nsanufacturer ;  candles,  of  i  He  was  opposed  to  the  tax,  as  an  inquisition  into 
uLoW  and  sper'naceti ;  hat«  ;  yarn,  spun  by  the  aid  of    private  properly  ;  as  vexatioos,  if  the  properly  was 


mi^fhinery    worked    by  8team   or  water  ;  leather  ;  pig 

ircCi  ;  <:a8lings  )  bar,  rolled,  and  slit  iron  ;  and  on  nails 

in;^fl  *,)y  the  aiU  of  machinery;  on  furniture  above  a 

ceiaiu  value,  ejccept  beds,  bedding,  and  articles  of  do- 

mfitti:. manufacture,  in  the  hands  of  the  owner;  beer, 

al«  arid  portciC   in   the   hands  of  the   manufacturer;     ,     ■  c  .\      a     .  \  r       .  u  n 

bolts  ind  shoen,  above  a  certain  price,  in  the  hands  of     *'^'*^°  "^  ''"^  ^'^  '''*^/  ^'"^'^  ^'^"''^  generally 

thj  manufacturer  ;  on  plated  harness,  in  the  hands  of    ^f  t^^f'^P'-      He  considered   it,   too,  in  the  na.ure 


valued  by  inspection  )  and  encouraging  immoral- 
ity, if  valued  by  assessment  on  toe  oaih  of  the 
proprietors.  He  was  opposed  to  it.  too,  because  it 
would  in  fact  operate'as  a  tax  on  matrimony,  from 
which  those  who  lived  iheir  whole  lives  in  vio- 


thr  owner;  on.vats  for  the  manufacture  of  paper  ;  on 
u^te;  and  bri.'lles,  above  a  certain  price,  in  the  hands 
of^ihe  l)wner ;  c>n  gold  and  silver  watches,  in  the  bands 
of4lir4)wner ;  t-n  pleasure  horses,  kept  exclusively  for 
th^SB-^dle  or  carnage;  on  playing  cards,  and  on  lot- 
te ->•.♦' 

^>ilr.  Eppes,  in  pursuance  of  the  further  instruc- 
tipi»  iof  the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
naVve|l  to  strike  out  several  articles  of  the  above 
ei«i;tSi^ration. 

vTne  first  li?  moved  to  be  stricken  out  was  cot- 
tori  y-^rn. 

Mr..  EpPEa  assigned  as  a  reason  for  this  motion 
ih^ei  f*'!ar  of  destroying  manufactures  yet  in  their 


of  a  direct  tax,  and  which  therefore  ought  to  be 
apportioned  according  to  representation. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  also  advocated 
the  rnoiion.  The  property  proposed  to  be  reached 
by  this  tax  belonged  generally  to  tho.->e  who  have 
seen  better  times,  but,  by  the  operation  of  the  war, 
are  thrown  out  of  their  regular  income,  and  are 
many  of  them  obliged  to  sell  this  very  furniture 
to  supply  them  with  bread. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina, also  supported 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Golosborouqu,  pnnciftally 
on  account  oi  the  novelty  of  the  tax.  it  being  a 
tax  never  before  laid,  if  ever  proposed  in  any 
Government.     There  were  other  strong  reasons 


ioi1^Qb:y,  and  information  received  that  this  man-  I  against  it,  particularly  the  mode  in  which  the  tax 
■u|li^'Ctnre  was  not  as  profitable  as  at  first  believed,     must  be  assessed,  dtc.     In  opposing  liiit  tax,  Mr. 
i.ilr,  GoLnsBOROUGH,  of  Maryland,  objected  to    G.said  heat  least  was  not  inHuenced  by  sectional 
\)\i^  niotion,  believini;  that  no  manufacture  would     motives,  as  it  would  fall  as  lightly  on  the  section 

of  country  which  he  represented,  as  perhaps  any 
other.  He  was  opposed  to  any  tax  of  a  question- 
able expediency,  bfcause  all  the  taxes  were  to  be 
pledged  to  the  public  creditor,  and  would  there- 
fore be  irrepealable  until  his  demands  were  satis- 
fied. 

Mr.  HoPKi.Ns,  of  Kentucky,  in  reply  to  the  ar- 
gument of  novelly  against  the  tax,  said,  that  this 
had  been  frequently  called  ilie  age  of  experimenis. 
Our  Government  iiself  wasa  novelty,  which  had 
established  its  utility  ;  and  there  were  mauy  nov- 
elties as  well  of  invention  as  policy,  in  our  coun- 
try, which  reflected  on  it  the  highest  honor ;  and 
he  hoped  this  would  be  attended  with  the  same 
result. 


b4^ei  bear  vr.  be  more  able  to  pay  a  pretty  con- 
si^.t^rsible  tax. 

5irh^  motion  was  decided  thus:  For  the  motion 
T-^iafiainst  ii  46. 

iBo'colton  yarn  was  exempted  from  taxation. 

.■^Ve  next  article  proposed  to  be  stricken  out 
^i|rs  sjtioes. 

rAs  a  reason  for  this  motion,  Mr.  Eppes assign- 
eq(t:th|:  great^difficulty  of  discrimination  between 
tl^j  t^ge  manufactories,  and  those  of  an  individ- 
ual o»  domestic  character. 

;<5'he  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

fhe  next  itjotion  was  to  change  the  tax  on  pa- 
vits   to  a   lax  of  five  per  cent,  on  all   paper 


mRatnac  lured 


Agreed  to,  without  opposition. 
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Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  tax  on 
furniture,  principally  on  account  of  its  diSiculty, 
if  not  impracticability,  of  collection,  as  opening 
the  door  to  fraud,  perjury,  and  favoritism. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question,  said  he  was  opposed  in  principle 
to  the  tax,  which  he  believed  would  not  produce 
anything  like  the  estimated  amount.  He  wished 
to  dispense  with  this  tax.  and  add  the  amoutit  of 
it  to  the  direct  tax,  or  lay  it  on  other  articles. 

Mr.  Eppes  rose  to  defend  this  tax.  He  had  no 
idea,  when  the  United  States  had  for  years  col- 
lected a  revenue  from  imports  of  twenty  millions 
of  dollars,  on  the  oaths  of  the  merchants,  that 
they  could  not  collect  a  tax  of  a  million  of  dol- 
lars from  property  to  be  valued  on  the  oaths  of 
the  possessors.  As  to  the  tax  discouraging  mat- 
rimony, and  consequently  population,  he  denied 
this  operation  to  it ;  because  beds,  blankets,  sheets, 
and  every  .irticle  essential  to  these  objects,  were 
exempted  from  taxation.  He  denied  the  inequal- 
ity and  oppressiveness  of  the  tar..  Its  novelty 
was  an  objection,  which  would  equally  apply  to 
various  others,  all  internal  taxes  being  new  to 
the  Government.  It  was  a  tax  the  rich  would 
pay,  and  the  poor  be  exempt  from;  and,  there- 
fore, he  was  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Post  stated  that,  io  collecting  the  duties 
on  imports,  there  was  a  collateral  examination  of 
goods  entered  to  verify  the  statement  made  on 
oath;  so  that  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 
likening  the  mode  of  collection  proposed  to  that 
existing  in  relation  to  import  duties.  Mr.  P.  again 
insisted  on  the  propriety  of  laying  the  whole 
amount  of  tax  on  the  direct  and  distillation  tax. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  a  few 
words  in  explanation,  and  Mr.  Eppes  replied. 

The  House  then  decided  on  Mr.  Goldsbo- 
ROUQu's  motion,  as  follows:  For  the  motion  51, 
against  it  69. 

So  the  Committee  determined  to  retain  the  tax 
proposed  to  be  laid  on  furniture. 

Mr.  Oakley  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on 
tallow  candles  in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer. 
He  conceived  the  tax  would  be  rendered  nugatory 
by  the  increase  of  domestic  manufacture,  and  the 
very  poorest  people  only,  those  who  are  unable 
to  purchase  materials  for  making  candles,  will 
pay  the  tax. 

The  motion  was  negatived — 40  only  rising  in 
favor  of  it,  66  against  it. 

Mr.  BiQELOw,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  article  of  leather.  His  objection 
was  that  leather  was  an  article  of  first  necessity, 
of  which  the  poor  consumed  nearly  as  much  as 
the  rich,  and  which,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
taxed. 

The  motion  was  negatived — 30  only  rising  in 
favor  of  it. 

The  question  on  the  resolution,  as  amended, 
was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  next  and  last  resolution  was  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

"  Ursolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  with  branches  in  the  several  States." 


The  House  decided  on  this  question  without 
debate:  For  the  resolution  66,  against  it  40. 

The  Committee  then  reported  the  r.everal  reso- 
lutions as  agreed  to,  with  the  amendments  made 
thereto. 

The  resolution  for  increasing  the  direct  tax 
came  up  for  concurrence.  The  resolution,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proposes 
to  add  100  per  cent,  to  the  present  amount  o{  the 
direct  tax. 

Mr.  Oaklet  moved  to  amend  the  resolve,  by 
inserting  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  lieu  of  one  hun- 
dred, so  as  to  make  the  present  amount  of  that 
tax  150  per  cent.;  in  other  words,  to  lay  a  direct 
tax  for  the  ensuing  year  of  seven  and  a  half  mil- 
lions. 

This  motion  was  negatived:  For  the  motion 
20.  against  it  116,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Chappell,  Cilley,  I>ana,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackbon  of  Rhode  Island,  Uak- 
Icy,  Post,  Potter,  Rich,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Skinner, 
Taylor,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Banl,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigclow,  Bowen,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  ('aperton,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Clark,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Davenport,  Davu  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  Gholson,  GoUlsborough,  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
fin, Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  .Massachusetlfi,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Law,  LefTerts,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Moffit, 
.Montgomery,  .Moore,  Moseley,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Sturges,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whcaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
WiUon  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  Mr.  Oakley's  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  amending  the  resolution,  so  as  to  increase 
the  direct  tax  100  per  cent,  on  its  present  amount, 
making  the  total  direct  tax  to  be  raised  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars — 

Mr.  Goldsborocqh,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the 
tax,  on  the  ground  that  the  country  was  not  ade- 
quate to  pay  it  without  oppression,  if  not  abso- 
lute destruction. 

The  question  on  inserting  100  per  cent,  in  lieu 
of  50,  was  decided  as  follows:  For  the  amend- 
ment 100,  against  it  38,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen, 
Bradley,  Brown.  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Conard,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Far- 
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Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  of  the  last.  And  il  must  be  presumed,  that  gen- 
Gh4*oo.  Goodwyn,  Griflin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  |  tlemen  are  ready  and  willing  to  sustain  ihe  coq- 
HaJ'is,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken-  j  sequences  of  their  owu  measures.     Whoever  has 


PK]»!JT.ts,  Potter,  Williiiin  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rit"^, -Ringgold,  KoberUon,  Sage,  Schurenian,  Seybert, 
Sh^p)  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Ta|v|i<iiill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Udree,  Wilson 
of  Wiciisylvania,  Winter,  Wright,  end  Yancey. 

5»,»f  •» — Me83r».  Bay  lira  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bni^firy,  Bri^ham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Culpeper, 
D*||-r,port,  Ely,  Eppes,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
GoI^aWrough.  Hale,  Hulbcrt,  King  of  Massachusetts, 


pany  the  supplies  with  sucii  other  measures  as 
shall  insure  the  appropriation  of  the  revenue  to 
proper  objects,  and  place  its  expenditure  in  com- 
peteoi  hands.  But  if  we  were  now  to  say,  we 
will  vote  for  the  taxes,  if  the  Administration  will 
apply  the  means  wl;ich  we  shall  grant  it,  to 
proper  and  sensible  objects,  and  will  call  to  its  aid, 
in  this  exigency  of  affairs,  the  most  prominent  mea 
in  the  nation,  without  regard  to  political  parly 
we  should   be   told— "Gem lemen. 


La», -J,ovett,  Mifcon,  Markell,  Moffit,  Moselcy,  Pear-    or  connexion,   \ 

sotifVtcVenng,  Post,  John   Reed,  Ruggles,  Shipherd,  I  '  you  are  very  obliging,  but  we  happen  to  be  able 

8ii>p  )f  New  York,  Sturges,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa-  [  '  to  carry  through  our  taxes  upon  our  own  stren<7th 


chifrettji,    Websver,    Wheaton,    White,    Wilcox,    and 
Wk^ajof  Massachusettii. 

j:,ho|  question  then  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
resf^JuJfion  as  amended,  going  to  increase  the  pres- 
enV|liii.'Ct  tax.  as  before  stated,  and  the  yeas  and 


'  We  do  not  choose  to  submit  to  such  terms  and 
'  limitations  as  you  propose,  and  must  beg  leave, 
'  therefore,  lo  dispense  both  with  your  conditions 
'  and  your  votes." 

If.  he  said,  the  taxes  depended  on  his  vote;  if 
the  Administration  could  show  it  had  made  fair 


na^<^  having  been  demanded  thereon — 

fp|r.  jWEBdrtR,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  the  '  and  reasonable  offers  for  peace,  which  the  enemy 
pr(l||»05.|tion  was  to  grant  a  new  land  tax,  of  twice  |  had  refused  ;  if  it  would  now  consent  to  apply  its 
ih^finiount  of  (he  last.  Before  he  gave  his  vote.  |  means  to  the  first  great  object  of  all  Governments, 
heiljfi^ied  to  be  pertiiitted  to  state  the  reasons  '  the  protection  of  the  people,  to  carry  on  the  war 
wl(«h<would  govern  and  decide  it.  It  had  often  '  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  common  sense  of 
ha*})eied  that  public  bodies,  or  the  majorities  I  the  community,  and  would  endeavour  to  call  forth 
in  ji«ul|lic  bodkes.  having  the  general  power  of  the  talents  of  the  nation  to  aid  the  cause  of  the 
ad^ajtigg  laws  ^nd  resolutions  binding  on  and  con-  nation,  most  assuredly  he  should  vole  for  what- 
troi^injg  the  whole,  had  supposed  themselves  cajia-  ever  supplies  the  occasion  called  for.  He  should 
blt»^)freducing!dissenting  members  to  a  situation,    only  be  anxious  in  such  a  case  to  grant  enough  ; 

because  he  did  not  represent  those  who  would 
weigh,  very  scrupulously,  essential  national  rights 
and  national  security  against  the  price  necessary 
for  their  preservation.  But  as  no  such  change  of 
^     ,.  ifficuliy.  system  is  intimated,  and  as  the  system  of  taxation 

we  jid  nut  feel  himself  under  the  nece.>-ity,  now  proposed  does  not  depend  at  all  for  adoptioQ 
iti-vrfof  obstructing  ihe  passage  of  the  taxes  i  or  rejection  on  his  vote,  he  should  hardly  ^ive 
^'^f^g!*'  ihe  House,  or  of  taking  upon  himself  any  ,  what  might  be  deemed  a  sanction  to  the  measures 
pojifjo^  of  tlie  jrespon^ibility  ol  laying  them.  A  of  Government,  by  a  general  and  voluntary  sup- 
caign-ght  arisc'Jn  which  it  would  rest  with  those  ^  port  of  its  present  plans  of  finance.  At  the  same 
wl5»  have  been  in  the  minority  of  the  House,  on  I  nme  he  did  not  see  that  other  gentlemen,  equally 
lea^o;^  measures  of  Government,  to  say  whe- j  opposed  to  the  war  with  himself,  and  expectin'*  as 
th♦^  lire  supplies  should  be  granted  or  withheld.  |  luile  a^  he  did  any  successful  issue  to  it,  witlfout 
Wjj!?^iver  such  a  coi*dition  of  things  shall  hap-  i  a  change, might  not,  nevertheless,deera  the  present 
•pe<^  It  will  bring  itsown  rule  of  action  along  wiih  exigency  to  be  one,  in  which  they  were  at  liberty, 
II- ^A^  present,  no  sych  case  exists.  It  is  not  if  they  so  should  choose,  to  vote  for  revenue,  with- 
duHm^s  wh(j  opposed  the  war  in  its  origin,  and  •  out  making  themselves  in  any  degree  answerable 
haWJ  *(eadily  reprobated  the  manner  in  which  il  i  lor  its  probable  misapplication.  °The  whole  re- 
ha^b  ■ 


inahEch  any  gourse  ♦jf  conduct  pursued  by  them 
mij^it^e  liable  to  unfavorable  construction.  Bui 
ca&  (if  this  sort,  aitepded  with  real  difficulty,  he 
Ih*^-'-- 
cai^ 


(Ogl;t  to  be  rare.     At  anyj-ate,  ihe  present  oc- 
i^n) presented  do  such  di 


i;^ba;n  pro:-»,'CUted,  to  say  now,  whether  a  bur- j  sponsibiliiy,  he   thought,   belonged    lo    the   other 
deijjl^cie  system  of  taxes  shall  be  imposed  on  the     side  of  the   House.     They  had    undertaken    both 
per^leio  replenish  the  exhausted  Treasury.    Thai    "         -    ' 
IS  fj|r  jhose   lo  determine,  who   have   made   the 
taifti   pecessary.     Our   votes  are    not  asked  for 


to  put  the  country  into  a  state  of  war,  and  to  get 

it  well  out  again.     In  the  former,  they  had  suc- 

.,  .  ceeded ;  how   well  they  will   be  able   to  perform 

no\|/  siiy  more  ihan  they  were  upon  the  declara-     ihe  latter,  lime  would  show. 

iioabf;hosiililies.     It  was  not  then  left  for  us  to  '      If   it  was  said,  continued   Mr.  W.,  that,  public 


sa^^wijieiher  ihere  should  be  war.  It  is  not  left 
wi^s^^ui  now  to; say.  whether  there  shall  be  taxes. 
Th.jeWho  took  upon  themselves  the  responsi- 
biliwu;'the  firsi,  must  bear  also  the  responsibiliiy 

1     ;i     ' 


credit  depends  on  adopting  this  system  of  taxes, 
and  that  it  cannot  be  refused  without  refusinsr  the 
means  of  restoring  public  credit,  he  certainly 
hoped  that  geailemeo  would  adopt  that  sysieio 
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of  finance  which  suited  them  be?!,  as  well  for  the  |  of  ability  with  which  the  war  had  been  conducted, 
restoration  of  the  public  credit,  as  for  other  pur-  '  was  about  equal  to  the  measure  of  prudence  witfv 


poses  of  Government.  He  did  not  wish  to  limit 
their  choice.  He  only  disclaimed  any  share  in 
the  responsibility  of  measures,  in  the  production 
of  which  those  whose  political  opinions  he  re- 
spected had  no  concern.  A  high  public  credit 
was  one  of  the  treasures  which  the  country  had 


which  it  was  declared  ;  and  the  success  of  lh« 
issue,  without  a  change  of  auspices,  would  proba- 
bly be  proportionate  to  both. 

He  had  been  struck  with  a  paragragh  in  Mr. 
Jefferson's  late  letter.  Speaking  of  the  invasion 
of  this  place  by  the  enemy,  he  says,  he  took  advao* 


committed  to  the  hands  of  the  present  Adminis- |  tage  of  this  nation  unarmed  and  unprepared.  For 
Iratioo.  How  ihey  are  to  restore  il.  buried  as  it  ,  the  partial  judgment  of  a  friend,  ihis  is  suflficienlly 
DOW  IS  under  a  mass  of  depreciated  slocks,  unfilled  j  severe.  The  Government  took  its  own  lime  to- 
loans,  discredited  Treasury  note.«=,  debts  unpaid  go  to  war.  Ii  invited  the  enemy  to  the  conflict, 
and  debts  unliquidated,  they  must  determine  for  '  It  is  attacked,  two  years  afterward,  in  the  centre 
themselves,  looking  to  that  account  to  which  the  of  the  nation,  on  the  very  threshold  of  the  Capi- 
couniry  may  call  them.  i  tol.  and  even  there  is  found  unarmed  and  unpre- 

II  was  worth  our  while  to  inquire,  how  it  has  I  pared. 


happened  that  public  credit  has  received  such  a 
tremendous  shock.  Whose  is  the  fault?  When 
those  measures  were  begun,  which  have  at  length 
brought  us  where  we  now  are.  the  public  credit 


The  Government  was  indeed  unprepared  when 
It  went  to  war.  It  has  been  unprepared  ever 
since;  and  if  the  contest  should  not  last  more 
than  twice  as  long  as  the  war  of  the  Greeks  and 


of  the  United  States  was  as  high  as  that  of  any  !  the  Trojans,  it  will  come  to  an  end,  before  the 


nation  on  earth.  To  whom  are  imputable  the 
shame  and  disgrace  of  its  pro>>iralion  and  fall? 
To  what  is  It  owing  ?  Not  lo  any  deficiency  in 
the  national  resources  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
Government.     Boih  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 


counlry,  upon  the  present  system  of  things,  wil 
be  prepared  for  its  beginning. 

A  stale  of  mere  unpreparedness,  however,  was 
not  exactly  the  whole  of  our  case,  when  war  was 
declared.     There  was  something  in  it  worse  than 


sury  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tell  ■  thai,  even  aside  from  the  character  of  the  war 


us,  and  they  tell  us  truly,  that  the  real  means  of 
the  nation  have  been  abundant.  If  then,  ihe  Ad 
ministration  received  the  public  credit  in  a  high 
and  honorable  condition  ;  if  ihe  nation  has  at  all 
times  possessed  ihe  means  of  keeping  il  so.  and 
the  Administration  has  possessed,  as  it  has,  a 
suflScient  control  of  these  means  ;  and  if  after  all. 
the  public  credit  has  gone  to  fearful  wreck  and 


itself,  and  the  opinion  which  one  half  the  nation 
had  of  It. 

The  country  had  had  commerce,  the  abundant 
source  of  its  revenue.  A  barbarous  and  unrelent- 
ing series  of  acls  of  self-murder,  called  restrictions, 
had  put  an  end  to  that  commerce.  It  had  had  a 
sinking  fund, containing  ihe  sustaining,  redeeming 
principles  of  public  credit.     This  was  abandoned. 


ruin,  who  alone  is  answerable  for  such  a  state  of  |  It  had  an  useful  National  Banking  Instiiutioo. 
things?  or  who  can  refer  our  present  condition  '  with  solid  capital  and  on  sound  principles;  ana 
lo  any  other  cause  than  an  incompetent  manage-  |  which  had  proved  itself,  by  twenty  years  expe- 
raeni  of  the  powers  of  Government  ?  The  basis  of  j  rience,  lo  be  capable  of  offering  the  most  import- 
public  credit  IS  confidence  in  the  national  resour-  ant  facilities  lo  the  operations  of  finance.  This 
ces,  in  the  duration  and  stability  of  Government,  also  was  destroyed.  Having  mad-.'  these  provi- 
and  in  the  competency  and  character  of  those  |  sioos  for  revenue,  for  public  credit,  and  financial 
who  administer  it.  It  is  owing  lo  no  distrust  of  '  operations,  the  Government  felt  itself  in  a  condi- 
the  resources  of  the  nation,  nor  of  ihe  general  or-  ,  lion  to  inviie  a  war. 

ganizalion  and  structure  of  the  Government,  that  |  From  such  a  beginning,  what  else  could  be  ex- 
ihe  public  credit  had  sunk  solow.  The  true  cause  ,  peeled  than  we  have  seen  lo  happen  ?  While  it 
of  this  was  to  be  sought  elsewhere.  No  system  .  remained  on  our  part  a  war  of  invasion,  nothing 
of  taxation,  merely  as  such,  will  prove  an  ade-  i  was  done;  and  now,  when  in  turn  we  are  attacked 
quale  remedy,  especially  at  this  laie  hour.  Un-  ,  by  ihe  enemy,  the  defence  of  the  country  rests 
less  the  Adminisiration  can  court  back  a  general  j  on  ihe  people  and  on  the  States,  almost  unassisted 
confidence,  not  only  in  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  j  by  the  aid  of  Government.  In  what  quarter  of 
but  also  Ml  Us  owu  ability  and  the  wisdom  and  \  the  country  does  the  Government  afford  efficient 
fitness  of  Its  owu  measures,  public  credit  has  gone  1  protection  lo  the  people?  In  most  assailable 
far  beyond  its  grasp.  |  places,  the   Slates   are  obliged   to  call  out  their 

As  to  a  more  able  or  successful  prosecution  of  miliiia  upon  their  own  responsibility,  and  the 
the  war,  he  proiessed  not  to  be  sanguine  in  that  |  strength  of  their  own  resources  ;  and  here,  at  ihe 
hope.     That  the  people  will  defend  themselves,  I  heart  of  the  nation,  a  force  of  five  thousand  men 


with  spirit,  whenever  attacked,  admils  no  doubt; 
but  as  far  as  the  prosecution  of  the  war  rests  with 
the  Government,  he  despaired  of  any  change  in 
the  manner,  or  any  difference  in  the  result.  The 
Adminisiralion  appeared  to  him  not  lo  have 
changed  Us  habits.  Il  continued  to  go  on  in  its  old 
parly  path — to  revolve  round  its  party  centre,  and 
to  draw  all  Us  heat  and  its  light,  its  animation 
and  Us  being,  from  party  sources.     The  measure 


has  routed  and  dispersed  the  Government,  and 
scattered  the  ashes  of  the  Capitol  over  the  soil 
which  claimed  its  peculiar  and  exclusive  protec- 
tion. He  had  said  last  session,  and  he  repealed 
it  -low,  that  the  Government  fiad  failed  in  the 
discharge  of  its  first  great  duty — the  main  object 
of  all  Governments — the  protection  of  the  people. 
He  wished  also  the  House  and  the  country  to 
consider  how  we  stood  with  all  the  neutral  Pow- 


1 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


464 


465 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Tike  ffatft  and  Mearu, 


October,  1814. 


466 


er^^f-  ^urope  in   rplation   lo  this   war.     It   had 
he^   si^id    by    his   hoiiorable    friend   from   New 
Yc^  (Mr.  Oakley)  that  the  ears  of  the  Euro- 
peit^  <p^urts  wt^re  shut  against  us.     He  believed 
thit:i^;be   perff-clly  true.     The  Administration 
itsek  XJiew   better   thiin   any  individual   that   it 
hacV^in  been  able  to  (.xcile  the  sympathies  of  a 
sio^e  t*ower  in  Europe,  in  its  favor,  on  the  sub- 
jectiif  this  war.     The  reason  was  obvious.    The 
nat^nijof  Eurape  had  seen  the  part  this  Govern- 
me»,y  i-^d  actet^.     Thty  had  seen  it  come  in,  in 
theMni»ment  ofc  European  extremity  and  agony, 
antL«al\ie  part  om   the  side  of  an  always  detested 
aiMf^noir  fallei*  tyranny.     Without  discussing  the 
qut^iop,  of  no. importance  to  them,  whether  the 
meli^ur^s  of  liiis  Government  grew  out  of  a  pre- 
Yio^  "^ipulaiiqn,  signed   and   sealed,  and   inter- 
ch«?{jc«]    with    that    of  France,    or    whether    in 
the}<»   rjieasures.    it    had    acted    gratuitously,  and 
oix^.  fallowed  Hbe  beut  of  its  own    inclination, 
tu&»  Cijuld  not*  but    tske   notice  of  the  fact,  that 
iht^  rueasures,were  brought  into  play  precisely 
atfee-momenr   whea  they  were  most  likely  to 
aid|1n    the  ovarihrow  of  the  Governments,  and 
the*  j^ubjugatijp   of   the  nations    of   Europe.     It 
waLdi^cult,  he  thought,  to  restrain  one's  indig- 
nafo»o|on  this  subject.     If  anything  could  make 
oo^«risamed  of  his  country,  it  would  be  that  its 
Gc*ji?rr>ment  h^d  been  capable  of  acting  such  a 
pat^    Jiow  different  would   our  situation    be  at 
thi»j«if;ie.  if  thf  Government  could  say  to  Eog- 
lan<^:  '!We  hare  interfered  in  none  of  your  Eu- 
ro(^|in*  quarreU.     We   have   sought  to  take  no 
ad'^[)t^ge  of  ibe  pressure  of  your  circumstances. 
A  f^ep^blic,  oi^rselves,  and  attached  lo  the  prin- 
cip^s  of  political  librriy,  we  have   lent  neither 
aid^iu/r    countenancf-    to   any    projects    formed 
a^j^a^;  the  geUeral  l-berty  or  prosperity  of  Eu- 
rofi^.     We  hawe  held  a  course  strictly  and  scru- 
pu[i|usiy  impariial ;  and  for  proof  of  the  correct- 
newi^ul  our  corjducl  in  all  these   respects,  we  re- 
fer^^o  \he  unbi)»ssed  judgment  of  neutral  nations. 
W«*  ajtpeal   to   those  who  have   been    with    you 
thN^gti  the  struggle  which  has  now  terminated, 
wljjthii'r  they  suspect  us  of  having  had  any  lean- 
ing-j^r^artialit^  towa.ds  your  '"common  enemy." 
/{fi  tX)  the  negotiation  and  the  terras  of  peace 
offt-^ed  by  Eogfand,  Mr.  W.  said  it  would  not  be 
supfco.sjed  that  tiiose  who  opposed  the  war  as  un- 
De<^|rv,:i^ry  and  Tuiiiou<;,  were  on  that  account  to 
coii^enit   to  any  other   than    fair    and    honorable 
terM^s^f  peace.     They  held   the  Administration 
an^^e^able  for  an   honorable  peace.     The  coun- 
Uy\  Ijonor  was  unblemisiied,  when  they    took 
tha^unrdianship  of  its   concerns,  and   it  would 
bet^qbired  at  their  hands  equally  unblemished. 
Foj^oije,  he  said,  in  no  crisis,  in   no  emergency, 
in  lib  (^istress  of  national  affairs,  would  lie  con- 
on 


sea^Kja  peace;which  should  inflict  a  wound  oi 
th<5  rriie   hoDojr  or   substantial    interests  of  ihi 
coiuilrV-     But; he  did   not  affect  to  conceal  hi 
opi<io;i ;  he   wished,  rather,  on  all    proper  occa- 
siohJs,  jo  express  it.  that  there  was  no  chance  of 
co*»ciwg   England,   or    even    of  defending   the 
cooiiirVsuccesal'uIiy,  until  the  power  and  strength 
of  ^eoaiioD  should  be  called  forth,  and  guided 


I 


1' 


by  different  hands.  He  wished,  at  the  same  lime, 
to  express  his  regret,  that  the  American  Com- 
missioners had  not  proposed  their  terms  of  peace. 
He  wished  they  had  stated  explicitly,  whether 
the  Government  of  this  country  had  or  had  not 
given  up  the  grounds  upon  which  it  originally 
went  to  war.  If  the  British  Commissioners 
looked  for  extravagant  terms  to  be  proposed  by 
ours,  it  was  not  very  unnatural  that  they  should 
set  out  with  terms  as  extravagant  themselves.  It 
is  to  be  lamented,  that  having  found  out  what 
were  the  terms  of  England,  our  Ministers  did  not 
propose  their  own  terras,  to  the  end  that  the 
world  might  see  the  difference.  It  may  be  a 
question  fit  for  casuist-^,  which  partakes  least  of  a 
pacific  temper  and  moderate  views,  to  propose 
terms  of  peace,  which  are  deemed  inadmissible, 
as  was  done  by  England,  or  to  propose  no  terms 
at  all.  as  was  done  by  ourselves.  If  the  Ameri- 
can Ministers  were  instructed  to  make  peace  on 
fair  and  reasonable  terms,  it  cannot  be  loo  much 
regretted  that  they  did  not  make  those  terms 
known  ;  because,  in  order  to  put  the  enemy  com- 
pletely in  the  wrong  it  is  necessary  to  show,  not 
only  that  his  terms  were  extravagant,  but  that 
our!«  were  not  so. 

The  publication  of  the  documents  here  is  relied 
on  to  satisfy  the  people  of  this  country  of  the 
equity  and  moderation  of  the  views  of  the  Cab- 
inet. If  it  should  answer  that  purpose,  still  it 
does  not  answer  the  other,  of  making  known  its 
equity  and  moderation  to  England.  Because, 
until  now,  that  they  are  published  here,  England 
had  no  means  of  knowing  the  instructions  given 
to  our  Ministers.  She  could  only  know  that  if 
you  insisted  now,  on  what  you  demanded  when 
you  went  to  war,  your  terms,  in  her  estimation, 
were  as  inadmissible  as  hers  are  in  yours. 

But  will  the  publication  of  partg  of  these  in- 
ilructions  satisfy  the  people  oJ  this  country  that 
the  Government  has  made  fair  terras  of  peace  ? 
If  anything  was  published,  why  not  the  whole? 
If  the  part  concealed  is  not  material,  why  con- 
ceal it  7  In  ca!«es  of  this  sort,  it  is  obviou-,  that 
whatever  has  been  previously  done,  may  be  un- 
done by  something  subsequent.  It  is  not  like  a 
jeries  of  correspondence  between  different  par- 
lies. Unless  the  Government  publishes  the  whole 
in  this  case  ii  may  as  well  publish  nothing. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  underrate  liie  difficul- 
ties of  the  present  crisis.  He  was  well  aware  of 
all  these  difficulties.  But  he  would  not  say.  be- 
cause he  did  not  think  that  they  were  at  all  in- 
surmountable with  a  wise  and  able  Administra- 
tion of  Government.  But  it  did  appear  to  him, 
that  the  country  had  committed  itself  into  the 
hands  of  men  not  likely  to  make  peace,  nor  com- 
petent lo  conduct  the  war.  This,  he  thought, 
our  greatest  difficulty,  and  he  believed  the  nation 
would  come  to  the  same  opinion. 

In  the  meantime  he  should  not  obstruct;  he 
should  only  hold  himself  at  liberty  not  lo  ap- 
prove, without  reason,  the  course  pursued.  It 
could  not  be  said,  then,  that  the  Administration 
was  asked  to  do  its  duly  while  the  means  are  re- 
fused j  means  will  not  be  refused  so  far  as  they 
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depend  on  measures  here.  Its  measure*  will  be 
carried  here,  and  as  far  a*  the  aid  of  this  House 
can  go,  it  will  have  it.  But  he  should  not  give 
his  vote  for  the  measures  proposed,  either  by  way 
of  expressing  his  approbation  of  the  past,  or  hi< 
expectations  for  the  future.  On  the  past  he  looked 
with  mixed  emotions  of  indignation  and  grief; 
on  the  future  with  fearful  forebodings  and  appre 
liensions,  relieved  only  by  the  hope  that  the  im- 
mediate adoption  of  better  counsels  might  lead 
to  belter  limes. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Tdesday,  October  25. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  notifying  that  they  insist  on  their 
amendments  lo  the  resolutions  expres>ive  of  the 
•  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 

duct with  which  the  reputation  of  ihe  arms  of  ihe 
i  United  Slates  has  been  sustained  by  Major  Gene- 

M  ral  Brown,  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers 

<  Ripley,  Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb,'' and 

asking  a  conference  thereon  :   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  Senate,  and  that  .Mr.  Troup, 
Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Stuart,  be  the  managers 
at  the  nnme  on  their  part. 

WAYS  AND  MEANa 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  recommending  the 
imposition  of  additional  taxes;  and  the  first  reso- 
lution, for  adding  100  per  cent,  to  the  present 
amount  of  the  direct  taxes,  being  on  its  passage — 
Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  at  length  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolve,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster's 
speech  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  he  did  not  rise  lo  consider 
whether  the  war  was  originally  just  and  neces- 
sary ;  or  whether  the  Administration  had  aban- 
doned the  original  objects  of  the  contest  ;  much 
less,  whether  the  Opposition,  according  to  the 
very  modest  declaration  of  the  member  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Webster.)  possessed  all  of  the 
talent  and  confidence  of  the  country.  His  object 
was  to  call  the  attention  of  this  House  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  prompt  and  vigorous  measures  for  the 
jirosecution  of  the  war.  If  ever  a  body  of  men 
held  the  destinies  of  a  country  in  iheir  hands,  u 
was  that  which  he  was  now  addressing.  You 
have  for  an  enemy  a  Power  the  most  implacable 
and  formidable;  who,  now  freed  from  any  other 
contest,  will,  the  very  next  campaign,  direct  the 
whole  of  his  force  against  you.  Besides  his  deep 
rooted  ei^ity  against  this  country,  which  will 
urge  hijrh  to  exertion,  the  enemy  is  aware  of  the 
necessity,  on  his  pari,  to  bring  the  contest  to  a 
speedy  lermination.  He  dreads  its  continuance; 
for  he  well  knows,  thai  should  it  be  maintained 
by  us  with  vigor,  for  only  a  few  years,  there  will 
be  other  parties  lo  the  struggle,  which  may  again 
involve  him  in  a  war  with  all  Europe.  He  Then 
will  put  forth,  from  spite  and  policy,  the  whole 
of  his  strength  the  very  next  Summer,  to  crush 


us  if  possible  by  one  mighty  effort.  To  meel 
this  stale  of  ihinjs,  the  whole  of  the  resources 
will  have  lo  be  called  into  action  ;  and,  what  is 
of  e(jual  importance,  with  such  promptitude  as 
to  be  ready  lo  act  as  soon  as  the  season  will  ad- 
mit. What  then  are  the  duties  which  devolve 
on  this  House,  and  which  must  be  performed  in 
order  that  we  may  be  in  a  slate  of  desirablf 
preparation  lo  meet  and  maintain  the  struggle  7 
This  is  the  question  which  he  proposed  to  con- 
sider, not  indeed  in  detail,  or  with  great  accuracy, 
but  generally,  in  order  that  we  may  be  aware  of 
the  urgent  necessity  for  despatch.  First,  then,  i( 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  pass  these  resolu- 
tions, or  some  others  of  equal  vigor,  into  laws. 
Our  finances  it  is  acknowledged  are  much  de- 
ranged ;  and  it  is  also  admitted,  on  all  sides,  that 
they  can  only  be  restored  by  a  vigorous  system 
of  taxes.  Has  any  member  estimated  how  much 
lime  this  will  consume.  It  is  now  the  <J5ih  of 
October,  and  we  have  not  passed  even  the  reso- 
lutions ;  at  the  same  rate  of  proceeding,  to  settle 
all  the  complexity  of  the  detail  of  bills,  and  pass 
ihera  into  Uws,  will  require  months.  In  the  next 
place.it  will  be  necessary  (he  presumed  no  mem- 
ber could  doubt  it)  to  take  the  stale  of  the  circu- 
lating medium  inio  consideration;  and  to  devise 
some  measure  lo  render  it  more  safe,  and  adapted 
to  the  purposes  of  finance.  The  single  fact,  that 
we  have  no  proper  medium,  commensurate  in  its 
circulation  wiih  the  Union — that  it  isali  local — is 
calculated  to  produce  much  embarrassment  in 
the  operation  o(  the  Treasury.  But.  sir,  after  we 
have  passed  the  taxes  and  established  an  adequate 
circulating  medium,  which  mu5.t  of  nece.ssiiy, 
with  the  closest  attention,  consume  much  time, 
much  still  will  remain  to  be  done.  The  Army, 
to  which  the  President  has  so  strongly  called 
our  attention,  has  not  yet  claimed  a  moment  of 
our  time.  He  would  not  pretend  to  aniicipate 
the  plan  which  the  Military  Committee  would 
doubtless  submit  to  this  House,  but  he  would 
slate  what  appeared  to  him  indispensable  to  give 
the  greatest  effect,  with  the  most  economy,  to 
our  arms.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
parsimony,  but  that  which  gave  to  the  amount 
expended  the  greatest  effect. 

The  enemy  at  present  presses  the  war  both  on 
our  seaboard  and  interior  frontier.  The  nature 
of  the  war  on  either,  will,  if  properly  considered, 
indicate  the  mode,  that  it  ought  to  be  met  and 
resisted.  On  the  seaboard  it  must  be  strictly  de- 
fensive. The  enemy  can  make  no  permanent 
conquest  of  any  importance  there  ;  but  he  hopes, 
by  alarming  and  harassing  the  country,  and  put- 
ling  us  to  an  enormous  expense  in  defending  it, 
to  break  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  bring  it  lo 
his  own  terms.  The  only  remedy  in  our  hand, 
without  a  marching  force,  is  to  fortify  as  strongly 
as  possible  the  cities  and  exposed  points,  and  to 
garrison  them  with  a  sufficient  number  of  expe- 
rienced regular  troop*.  In  case  of  an  attack. 
they  are  to  be  aided  by  miliiia  of  the  cities  and 
adjacent  country,  called  out  on  the  occasion  en 
matae  which  can  be  done  without  much  vexa- 
tion or  expense.     It  is  thus  by  having  respecta- 
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bri  ^rrisoas.of  regular  troops,  aided  as  he  has 
svV«'4,  and  pupporied  by  strong  works,  we  will 
&ifbt4  more  security,  and  will  save  millions  of 
e^iecse.  The  present  railiiia  force  lie  supposed. 
i%^C'ual  service,  could  not  be  much  short  of  one 
h^fndied  ihoa^and.  Less  that  half  that  number 
OS  re^iulars  could  be  made  abundantly  adequate  to 
t(^'  defence  of  our  seaboard. 
j'Oii  (he  Canada  frontier  the  war  must  assume 
anJ  opposite  eharacier.  If  we  wish  lo  act  with 
ejitfc^  it  mujit  there  be  wholly  offensive.  He  did 
hwpeuhe  miy'rrably  siale  and  absurd  objections 
a;«)ii>st  offensive  operalions  in  Canada  had  ceas- 
efS  l^l  he  heard  yesterday  the  member  Iroin  New 
Injin^)>hire  (.'^Ir.  Webster.)  It  was  so  obviously 
iKi  r^ieapesi  and  most  effectual  njode  of  operai- 
\\>£  i^n  our  enemy,  that  thinking  men.  he  believed, 
•^jTll^jliitle  exception,  of  all  parlies,  had  agreed  in 
it|  ijxpedieoey.  For.  suppose  that  we  should 
hivt,°ai  the  ojjeningof  ttie  next  campaign  a  suf- 
0'yeut  force  on  the  Canada  frontier  for  Us  reduc- 
li^^niand  what  would  then  be  the  result?  Either 
qt<r  v^nemy  laust  call  off  the  whole  of  his  force  lo 
(Hr«^'}d  himself  in  tUat  quarter,  or  he  must  permit 
it'"Xo  tall  into  our  possession.  Either  event  would 
b'*  dtfsirable.  ;  If  the  enemy  should  adopt  the  for- 
qt^r;!as  in  ait  probability  he  would  be  compelled 
tijld'j,  our  seaboard  would  be  freed  from  danger 
4^dl  alarm,  a^tl^we  would  have  the  further  ad- 
li?in»)^ge  ot  meeting  him  on  equal  terms.  He 
^u*d  QO  lunger  be  aided  by  his  maritime  supe- 
r^r^^y.  If,  however,  he  should  not  strengthen 
I^Sntelf  in  CiiQada,'but  continue  the  war  on  the 
0(?as),  it  wouW  be  siill  more  to  our  advantage. 
'l^e-«  reduction  of  his  possessions,  besides  shed- 
^§'&H  glory  00  our  arms,  and  producing  both 
Hrlre-and  in  England  the  happiest  effects  m  our 
^c(,  would  enable  us  to  maintain  the  struggle 
iLjth'half  I  lie  expense  in  men  and  money.  Af- 
|f  ap  desirable  an  event  our  efforts  might  be  al- 
^^  exclu-.iyely  directed  to  the  defence  of  the 
sr^b'^ard,  atj(t  the  war  would  assume  a  new  as- 
*^c',  highly  r.ivorable  to  this  country. 
•'Ji't  cause  s.j  desirable  a  state  of  things,  a  regu- 
Y;^  fjrce  of  at  least  <ifiy  thousand  men  ought  to 
B»i  Ctfady  to  fct  agjinsl  Canada  by  the  first  of 
J^iaj  or  J u lit*,  at  farthest.  If  they  could  be  im- 
i^ifcately  ra.ised  a. id  marched  to  their  proper 
4<4pfts  for  Lrfciniiig,  they  could  in  a  tew  months 
W  ^  ell  trained  for  service.  He  was  well  assured 
r^^  the  briilianl  battlesof  Bridgewaler  and  Chip- 
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(jwa  were  won  by  men,  three-fourths  of  whom 
i.in  the  ranks  more  than  four  months. 
1  ioflBcer.f.  and  with  the  aptitude  of  the 
0  acquire    the  military  art,  the  fine?t 
jirnVv  in   a   few  months   might   be   formed.     He 
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tid^-he  could  not  retrain  from  congratulating  this 
to«se  and  iouotrv  on  (he  acquisition  we  had 
^^(tcr.  in  so  short  a  time,  of  military  skill.  It  was 
i^t^jert'ul,  almost  incredible,  that  in  a  year  or 
ItyiroJ  with  ve/y  little  opportunity,  such  G.nerals 
f^jo|ld  be  iound  a^  have  the  last  Summer  led 
{i^r^Army  lo  glory.  No  country,  under  all  of 
circumstaaces,  ever  ia  so  short  a  time  de- 
jltj>ed  so  mlich  military  talent.  Put  under  their 
Ct'aiand  without  delay  a  sufficient   force,  well 


appoJDted,  and  you  will  tbea  find  yourselres  in 
the  road  to   honor  and   secure  peace.     But,  can 
this  be  done  by  idle  debate,  by  discussing  the  ori- 
gin of  the  war,  and  the  relative  talent  and  virtue 
of  the  two  great  parties  in  this  country  ?    Now  is 
our  time,  not  for  debate,  but  action.     .Much   is  to 
be  done.    We  have  not  a  moment  to  lose.    Time 
is  to   us  everything,  men,  money,  honor,  glory, 
and  peace.     Should  we  consume  it  in  debate,  and 
let  the  moments  for  preparation   glide   away,  our 
affairs   must   be   irretrievably  ruined.     Compare 
what  remains  to  be  done  with  the  time  for  action 
and  it  is  certain,   that  to  act   promptly  is  as   im- 
portant as  to  act  at  all.     Under  these  impressions, 
he  hoped  that  the  House  would  pass   this  day  on 
all  the  resolutions;  and   that    (hey  would   be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  to  report  bills   im- 
mediately ;  and  that  whatever  was  needful  to  our 
early  and  complete  preparation,  would  be  prompt- 
ly   despatched.     The    enemy    is  already  arrived, 
and,   as   soon   a^   permitted    by   the  season,  will 
strike  with  deadly  intention;    let  us  be  ready  to 
receive  and  return  the  blow  with  redoubled  force. 
We  are  placed  in  circumstances  the  most  urgent 
and  imperious.  Our  supposed  weakness  has  tempt- 
ed the  enemy  to  make  his  extraordinary  demands. 
Who  that  bears  the   heart   of  an  American   caa 
think  of  them  without  the  most  just  indignation  ? 
Surrender  the  Lakes  to  his  control ;  renounce  the 
fisheries,  that  nursery  for  seamen;  cede  a  part  of 
Maine,  and  all    beyond   the  Greenville   line,  and 
recognl^e  the  Indians  as   their   allies,  and    under 
their  protection.     Such  is  his  language.     He  re- 
lies not  so  much  on  his  own  strength  as  our  weak- 
ness and  disunion.     Let  it  be   our   most   serious 
business,  by  vigor  and  promptitude,  to  batiie  and 
destroy  his  vain  hopes.     If  we  fail,  it  will  not  be 
for  the  want  of  means,  but  because  we  have  not 
used  them.     We  have  generals  and  troops   that 
have  proved  themselves  an  over   match    for   the 
choicest  of  the  enemy's  battalions,  commanded  by 
her  most  boasted  officers.     To  this  evidence   of 
skill  and  courage,  superadd  preparations  on  our 
part  equal    to  our   resources;    by  this    means  you 
will  make  him  sensible  of  his  presumption,  and 
ll^ten  to  terms  of  peace  honorable  to  both  nations. 
He  lias  it  in  his  power  at  all  limes  to  make  such 
a  peace.     Every  member  who  hears  me,  knows 
this  to  be  the   tact,  notwithstanding   the  unjust 
and  unfounded  insinuations  of  the  member  from 
New  Hampshire  (.Mr.  Webster)  lo  the  contrary. 
He  observed  again,  that  England  dreaded  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  contest.     The  affairs  of  Europe 
are  far   from   being  settled.     Her   relation    in  a 
commercial  point  of  view  is  calculated   to  raise 
up  powerful  enemies  on  the  Continent.     Should 
she  be  foiled  and  disgraced  here,  which  she  must 
be  if  we  but  do  our  duty,  the  opportunity  so  fa- 
vorable to  humble  her  will  be  seized.     Of  these 
tacts  she  is  sensible;  and  our  very  preparation  for 
a  vigorous  war  will  make  her  dread  the  contest. 
But.  suppose,    instead    of   vigorous    and    prompt 
preparation,  we  consume  our  time  in  debate  here, 
and  permit  our  affairs  to  go  on  in  the  consequent 
slow  and  teeble  way.     Where  is  the  man  so  blind 
as  to  believe  that  England  will   limit  her  views 
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by  her  present  demands,  as  extravagant  as  they 

are?  We  are  already  told,  that  she  will  propor- 
tion her  future  demands  to  the  relative  situation 
of  the  two  countries.  She  neither  expected  nor 
desired  peace  on  the  terms  which  were  offered. 
Her  bosom  is  repossessed  with  the  ambition  and 
projects  that  inspired  her  in  the  year  '76.  It  is 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  revived;  we  are  again 
struggling  for  our  liberty  and  independence.  The 
enemy  stands  ready,  and  eagerly  watches  lo  seize 
any  opportunity  which  our  feebleness  or  division 
may  present,  to  realize  his  gigantic  schemes  of 
conquest.  In  this  struggle  for  existence,  he  must 
entreat  the  members  of  the  Opposition,  though 
they  can  reconcile  it  to  their  conscience  to  stand 
with  folded  arms  and  coldly  look  on,  not  to  im- 
pede by  idle  and  frivolous  debate  the  efforts  of 
those  who  are  ready  by  every  sacrifice  to  main- 
tain the  independence  of  the  country.  The  sub- 
ject is  weighty  ;  he  felt  himself  pressed  on  all 
sides  by  the  most  interesting  topics  ;  but  he  would 
abstain  from  further  observation,  lest  he  who  ad- 
monished against  ihe  consumption  of  the  lime  of 
the  House  in  long  debate,  should  set  an  example 
of  it  in  himself.  The  lime  is  precious.  He  felt 
that  he  owed  an  apology  for  consuming  so  much 
as  he  had  done. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  briefly 
in  explanation. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  in  his  usual  pointed 
manner  assigned  the  reason  which  induced  him 
to  vote  for  the  increased  tax. 

Mr.  Shipherd  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  although  we  have  been  solemnly 
admonished,  by  a  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, (Mr.  Calhoun,)  to  waste  no  more  time  in 
idle  debate,  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  ihe  arguments 
on  the  question  before  the  House,  you  will  par- 
don me  if  I  venture  yet  to  exercise  the  privilege 
of  the  Representative  of  a  free  people,  and  frankly 
express  tiiy  reasons  for  the  vote  I  shall  give 
against  the  resolution  before  you.  The  question, 
sir,  IS  a  momentous  one,  and  ought  not  lo  be  hur- 
ried. To  dash  inlo  a  measure  so  interesting  lo 
our  constituents  without  deliberation,  would  be 
rash  and  imprudent. 

If  the  convictions  of  my  mind  would  permit,  I 
should  most  cordially  vote  in  this  case  with  the 
majority.  Had  their  side  of  the  question  the 
least  perceptible  advantage,  nothing  would  give 
me  more  pleasure  than  to  add  a  vote  lo  their 
number.  For,  sir,  I  declare  most  sincerely  and 
truly,  that  any  opposition  of  mine,  is  from  no  de- 
sire to  give  new  asperity  to  party  animosity. 
Fain  would  I  hush  lis  bickerings,  and,  if  possible, 
drive  ihe  fiend  from  our  country,  and  extinguish 
ber  torch. 

No  man,  more  than  myself,  can  wish  lo  con- 
ciliate, and,  in  the  patriotic  desire  lo  save  the 
country  from  ruin,  lose  forever  those  prejudices 
which  have  long  been  an  evil  deeply  lo  be  la- 
mented. Fain  would  I,  if  possible,  convince  the 
majority  by  a  cordial  co-operation  when  ihey  are 
rigtit,  and  a  dispaiionale  opposition  when  wrong, 
01  a  disposition,  on  our  pan,  to  seek  and  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  nation,  aud  to  support  any  dis- 


creet measure  whether  it  shall  come  from  this  or 
that  side  of  the  House. 

Sir,  gentlemen  ought  not  to  resent  opposiiion. 
The  dearest  and  strongest  convictions  may  im- 
pel ihe  legislator  zealously  to  resist  what  a  ma- 
jority may  as  sincerely  think  right.  Members  of 
the  same  party  think  and  vote  differently  on  par- 
ticular questions,  and  yet  ii  is  productive  of  no 
reseniraent>. 

Such,  sir,  ought  to  be  our  charity  towards  ihose 
who  oppose  even  our  most  favorite  objects,  espe- 
cially if  they  are  in  the  least  doubtful,  as  to  be- 
lieve they  act  from  a  sense  of  duty,  unles.n  we 
have  sufficient  evidence  of  a  different  disposition. 
Indiscriminate  condemnation  of  the  motives  of 
an  antagonist  is  certainly  no  less  than  odious  in- 
tolerance, which  must  be  avoided,  to  perpetuate 
the  blessings  of  l^eedom. 

Bui,  sir.  however  strong  I  may  desire  union 
and  a  perfect  good  understanding  between  the 
different  sides  of  this  House,  an  aberration  from 
duty,  or  the  abandonment  of  an  opinion  formed 
afier  a  long  and  deliberate  examination  of  the 
subject,  would  be  a  sacrifice  too  great,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  made.  From  such  examination  I 
have  formed  an  opinion,  and  therefore  proceed  lo 
give  ihis  House  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the 
subject. 

It  is  said  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  in 
substance,  that  the  Treasury  is  without  money, 
Government  without  credit,  and  the  armies  with- 
out men.  Tiiat  the  Union  is  in  danger,  and.  un- 
less prompt  and  sufficient  aids  are  turnistied  by 
the  Legislature,  we  shall  be  ruined.  To  ihis 
statement  of  facts  I  subscribe.  The  evidences 
are  loo  strong  to  be  doubled  ;  and,  because  such 
IS  the  slate  of  ihe  nation,  am  I  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  and  the  reasons  urged  for  an  affirma- 
tive vote  will  induce  me  to  give  a  negative.  If 
we  are  ruined,  who  has  been  trie  despoiler  ?  Sure- 
ly It  cannot  be  charged  upon  those  who,  for  four- 
teen years,  have  been  deprived  of  the  means  of 
doing  good  or  evil  to  the  Government ;  men  who 
have  been  declared  unworthy  to  participate  in 
the  administraiiun  of  our  public  affairs.  Sir.  it 
must  be  charged  to  your  public  agents  as  having 
produced  this  mighty  ruin. 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  the 
Government  was  wisely  administered,  and  the 
speedy  I'ruils  were  fame,  wealth,  peace,  and  pros- 
perity, to  the  Government  and  people. 

Tlie  Union  was  a  splendid  luminary,  whose 
light  attracted  the  attention,  and  excited  the  ad- 
miration, of  me  civilized  world.  The  surest 
earnest  of  permanency  and  stability  seemed  to 
be  given,  and  we  fondly  thought  that  remote  gen- 
erations would  partake  of  the  blessings  of  our  ad- 
mired institutions. 

When  the  power  was  wrested  from  the  men 
of  other  limes,  the  Treasury  was  full,  our  credit 
was  high,  and  the  revenue  annually  increasing. 
No  calamities,  no  evils,  either  existed  or  threat- 
ened to  impede  the  nation  in  the  career  of  pros- 
perity. Every  class  of  citizens  felt  the  happy 
influence  of  a  free  Governmeni,  administered 
with  wisdom  and  benignity. 
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iiKf  glory  of  those  timesappears  more  conspi- 
ciiju*  contrasted  with  the  gloom  and  misery  of 
lhr»<  present.  And  the  wisdom  which  liad  framed 
iM  c4jverQn;ent,  anti  given  it  motion  and  direc- 
tJr|t,  ^as  so  jjywerful  and  correct,  that  for  years 
il;f|niiured  the  hard  service  of  novel  and  ruinous 
evierjment  ;  and,  for  aught  we  know,  might  have 
coijtiiued,  had  not  the  way  of  success  been  blocked 
u^^a^d  the  GovernnieDt  jostled  from  its  original 
cO^rsf. 

^f,  jhen,  sir.  the  high  officers  of  the  nation  have 
s<^^n<*naged  our  political  concerns,  as  to  sink  us 
fr^n  ;i  proud  and  lofty  station  to  the  very  depths 
ofijipoferty  and  disgrace,  dry  up  the  sources  of 
rew^njie,  load  it  with  debt,  and  make  us  contempt- 
ih^  ii  our  own  and  the  eyes  of  the  nations,  it 
brumes  us  wtU  to  examine,  and  seriously  to  in- 
qwjre  whether  it  wiU  be  prudent  to  burden  our 
ccijstituents  with  oppressive  taxes  ;  vainly  hoping 
toA'turieve  our  lost  credit  by  replenishing  our 
ei^itj]?  Treasury,  to  be  laid  out  under  the  agency 
o^hi  very  mtjn  who  have  given  us  so  many  sjd 
ej(|^n;ples  of  a  ilestituiion  of  thosequalities  which 
oifjy  Tiught  toiinvite  confidence. 

I^Vtiere  is  our  guarantee  that  the  money  forced 
fr^nlour  suffeiingfeflow-citizens,  will  be  expend- 
e(V!w^th  less  prodigality  than  the  millions  which 
h;(|^eibeP0  squandered  in  unavailing  experiments 
oiylajished  upon  worthless  men  ?  Will  it  be  de- 
nt^,r  that  the  country  swarms  with  such,  and 
lif'fi  alley  have  been  too  much  the  favorites  of 
p(v*(tr  for  the  lntere^•t  of  the  grand  community  ? 
If  4  pledge  of  reformation  can  or  is  to  be  given, 
"  lU'i  see  It.  Conrrnce  us  that  the  Executive 
become  trustworthy,  and  obtain  the  united 
p<)ence  of  the  House.  But.  sir,  we  are  to  have 
pi^ch  pledge,  not  even  a  promise;  on  the  con- 
l-y^^the  same  phantoms  are  to  be  chased,  the 
jieiruinous  measures  to  be  adopted,  and  this  i;* 
o^,|n5y'  avowed  upon  this  floor.  We.  therefore, 
ar<|  0^)1  permitted  to  hope  for  a  change,  or  even 
coijjtfture  thajt  new  measures  may  produce  a  new 
anf  bappy  rtstilt.  Nothing  before  Ui  but  an  ob- 
st4^a<(e  determination  to  persist  in  that  course,  the 
et{k  djl'  which  Is  inevitable  rum. 

ilr.  Speakeif.  it  is  fair  and  correct  to  calculate 
frcta-what  his  beeji,  what  will  be  the  effect  of 
tb]  same  causes,  and  therefore,  from  experience, 
oU^hj  we  to  judge  of  the  fitness  of  any  proposi- 
j,  inore  especially  when  a  nation's  interests,  a 
poo's  salvation,  is, depending.  It  is  high  time 
jirmiss  the  dreams  and  visions  that  have  be- 
Itj-ed  and  led  us  astray.  From  the  past,  let 
ai  we  love  our  country,  look  to  the  future. 
|.  rfuided  by  this  sure  index,  determine.  In  the 
ej)AfCjbe  of  sober  sen*e.  ask  ourselves  whether  we 
c*T  ytlh  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  this 
m^fch^injurej  nation  call  upon  it  so  loudly.  To 
mffthjs  subject  appears  big  with  importance.  The 
co^se|iuencei  may  yet  be  lamented. 

^  ^lust  require  a  faith  not  imposed,  a  charity 
w{;;^C(^  would  ^avor  more  of  weakness  than  piety, 
to^el^eve  or  aoticipste  a  renewing  spirit  hereaf- 
te|^to;prevaii  m  the  management  of  our  pecuni- 
ar.* concerns,  so  long  as  the  managers  remain 
uo2lt».red.    Xiiere  is  ao  demoosiration  more  clear 


?■ 


than  that,  under  the  charge  of  the  men  who  hare 
wasted  the  public  finances  and  destroyed  your 
credit,  your  country  will  sink  deeper  and  deeper 
in  ruin. 

If  the  majority,  sir.  possessed  any  inclination 
to  cheer  the  desponding  hopes  of  the  nation  or 
brighten  its  prospects,  and  thereby  invite  the  con- 
fidence and  co-operation  of  the  minority,  their 
President  would  give  some  token  that  he  had 
abandoned  the  old  and  ruinous  course,  and  de- 
signed to  seek  one.  new  and  more  promising.  He 
would  even  now  have  emptied  his  Cabinet  of 
a  group  of  deluded  and  deluding  IViinisters,  by 
whom  he  has  been  misled,  whose  conduct  has 
palpably  proved  a  defect  of  head  or  heart,  or  both, 
and  replenished  it  with  the  first  choice  of  the 
Stales,  regardless  of  party  distinction.  But,  sir, 
he  has  seen  the  ship  sinking,  and  retains,  in  de- 
spite of  the  most  awful  premonitions,  the  same 
pilot  and  helmsman.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  enforce 
the  observations  already  made,  and  those  which 
may  be  made,  by  example,  and  then  judge  of 
the  Chief  of  your  Government. 

The  example  remains  a  monument  of  disgrace 
to  this  metropolis.  Look  at  the  walls  of'your 
once  magnificent  Capitol.  Where  now  is  all  its 
grandeur,  its  lofty  arches  and  proud  columns 
with  the  costly  garnishing  that  delighted  the  eye. 
and  afforded  ease,  convenience,  and  elegance,  to, 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  ? 

They  are  gone,  and  what  remains  is  a  striking 
proof  of  the  impotence,  the  folly,  not  to  say  cow- 
ardice, of  the  men,  who,  had  they  been  as  they 
ought  to  have  been,  would  have  aiandoned,  only 
with  life  or  liberty,  this  ornament  of  your  city  to 
the  torches  of  your  enemy.  But  unresisted,  un- 
disturbed, the  hated  foe  was  permitted  to  destroy 
the  very  Hall  where,  but  about  two  years  before, 
this  proud  boast  was  vauntingly  made,  -  My  word 
for  it.  if  you  will  declare  war,  in  six  months  the 
Canadas  will  be  ours."  Yes,  sir,  to  the  disgrace 
of  our  country,  the  very  Hall  where  the  quesiioa 
of  peace  and  war  was  debated,  and  the  declara- 
tion of  the  latter  was  solemnly  adopted,  fell  a 
sacrifice  to  the  enemy  who  were  so  contemptibly 
thought  of 

Permit  me  also,  sir.  to  present  you  the  palace 
of  your  President  in  flumes,  or,  if  you  please,  its 
yawning  ruins,  and  the  offices  of  State,  and  above 
all  your  navy  yard,  and  the  ashes  of  the  frigate 
and    sloop-of-war ;    and,    lastly,   your    President, 
Secretary  of  War,  of  the  Navy,  the  Command- 
ing General,  and  seven   thousand  men,  flying  be- 
fore a  handful  of  marauding  British,  worn  down 
with  fatigue  and  melted  with  heat.     And,  sir,  we 
are  now  asked  with  the  most  earnest  importunity 
to  intrust  these  men  who  gave  up  to  certain  de- 
struction this  immense  property,  without  even  an 
effort  to  save  it.  with  twenty-one  or  two  millions 
of  dollars  more.     The  destruction  of  the   navy 
yard  was  such  an  act  of  imprudence  that  it  indi- 
cated  lunacy.     Not   content    with   the    firebrand 
of  the  enemy,  perhaps  praying  that  his  ruthless 
hand  might  spare  some  part  of  the  public  prop- 
erty,  the  high  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  pro- 
tect it,  orders  it  all  to  be  burned. 
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Military  gentlemen,  Mr.  Speaker,  say  all  this 
vast  property  might  have  been  defended,  together 
with  this  city.  Why  burn  the  navy  yard  ?  Why 
the  sloop-of-war.  which  had  her  guns  on  board 
and  prepared  for  action,  and  might  have  been 
used  to  defend  the  place  where  she  was  built; 
and  as  a  last  resort  could  have  been  saved  by 
choosing  the  middle  or  eastern  shore  of  the  Po- 
tomac ? 

But  no,  she  must  be  burned.  The  frigate  on 
the  stocks,  together  with  the  immense  property  of 
the  excellent  establishment  at  the  navy  yard, 
must  all  be  devoted  to  the  indiscretion  of  the 
honorable  Secretary.  No  one.  sir,  will  pretend 
to  say  that  this  property  could  have  been  carried 
off" or  Uied  by  the  enemy.  Steam  engines,  forges, 
workshops,  sawmills,  and  vessels,  are  not  conve- 
nient for  a  knapsack,  or  even  a  baggage  wagon. 
Wny  then  burn  this  necessary  and  valuable  prop- 
erty ? 

It  is  answered,  it  was  burned  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  taking  it.  Supposing  they  had  done 
so,  it  is  certain  they  could  have  done  no  more 
than  destroyed  it;  they  might,  it  is  true,  have  so 
done,  and  [irobably  would,  if  no  attempt  was 
made  to  defend  it.  A  few  more  heroic  souls. 
however,  like  Barney  and  Miller,  would  unques- 
tionably have  tauj.'ht  your  enemy,  by  experience 
sad  and  fatal  to  them,  that  the  rights  and  prop- 
erly of  the  nation  were  not  to  be  infringed  wiih 
impunity. 

But  supposing  the  worst,  that  the  enemy  had 
done  the  same  that  was  done  in  pursuance  of  the 
Secretary's  [>eremptory  order,aod  had  burned  this 
admirable  establishment;  in  point  of  property, 
the  loss  to  the  nation  would  have  been  no  greater; 
in  point  of  character,  infinitely  better.  And.  after 
a  faithful  experiment,  if  we  had  failed,  it  was  but 
lo  abandon  11  to  the  invaders  to  spare  or  destroy 
at  their  election.  Hence,  sir,  it  is  most  obvious 
that  there  was  no  necessity  of  committing  this 
detestable  suicide. 

Here  a  may  be  asked,  how  this  reasoning  con- 
cerns the  subject  before  the  House?  I  will  show 
you,  sir,  in  a  few  words,  that  your  Chief  Magis- 
trate in  particular  is  responsible  for  this  shameful 
iran.saction.  He.  his  Secretary  of  War,  and  of 
the  Navy,  were  on  the  field  of  baiilc.  or  rather  of 
flighu  Was  It  then  by  their  orders  or  the  order 
ol  either  of  them,  that  the  metropolis  was  cow- 
ardly given  up  to  be  sacked  by  an  enemy  not 
one-third  of  the  number  of  our  troops?  And  whe- 
ther this  base  desertion  was  caused  by  either  the 
one  or  the  other  of  the  three,  or  the  Commanding 
General,  in  either  case  your  President,  sir,  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  nation  for  the  loss  and  disgrace 
attached  to  the  transaction.  How?  If  it  was  by 
his  order,  then  he  is  answerable  directly.  If  by 
either  of  the  pair  of  Secretaries,  then  it  became 
him.  indeed  it  was  an  indispensable  duty,  to  have 
inquired,  and  dismis.sed  from  office  the  man  who.se 
examples  proved  hira  unworthy  of  Ins  station.  If 
It  was  from  the  mere  motion  of  the  Commaodiog 
General,  he  should  have  caused  an  immediate 
arrest,  tried  and  punished  him  for  disgracin<7  his 
DaiiuQ  and  office.     A  severe  seaience  was  pro- 


nounced against  General  Hull  for  cowardice,  and 
his  surely  was  a  venial  transaction  compared  with 
the  flight  from  Bladensburg. 

1  would  not  be  understood  as  charging  General 
Winder  with  unmilitary  conduct.  1  had  ever 
supposed  him  a  brave  and  honorable  man,  and 
without  more  proof  I  wish  still  so  to  consider 
him  ;  and  for  the  sake  of  this  argument  it  is  im- 
material whether  he  is  guilty  or  innocent.  lo 
either  case  your  President  must  be  answerable. 
That  some  one  is  guilty  cannot  be  doubted,  and 
it  behooved  the  President  to  seek  redress  for  the 
nation  who  had  entrusted  him  with  the  preroga- 
tives of  his  exalted  station.  Now.  sir.  let  us  in- 
quire what  was  done  to  satisfy  the  loud  claimi 
of  an  injured  people;  what  to  retrieve  their  lost 
honor?  Nothing — just  nothing.  It  is  truea  proc- 
laniation  was  issued,  and  the  enemy  "vandalized^^ 
with  sufficient  heat  and  asperity;  but  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  who  had  become  so  odious  to  the 
people  that  a  universal  murmur  of  discontent 
was  heard  in  every  direction,  and  whose  infamy 
is  attested  with  chalk  and  charcoal  in  rude  prose 
and  verse  upon  the  solitary  walls  of  your  Capitol, 
was  solicited,  entreated  by  the  President  still  to 
retain  his  office.  He  could  not  endure  the  thought 
of  parting  with  his  dear  friend — this  precious 
officer. 

You  have,  sir,  already  been  pointed  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  navy  yard.  It  is  presumed  no 
one  doubts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  or- 
dered tins  destruction  ;  an  indiscretion,  to  say  the 
least,  so  extraordinary  that  not  a  single  apologist 
can  be  found  to  excuse  or  justify  the  transaction. 
Well,  sir,  where  is  he;  dismissed  from  office  as 
not  trustworthy?  No.  sir;  but  basking  in  the 
smiles  of  the  President — not  a  whisper  from  his 
lips  disapproving  the  act. 

If  the  Commanding  General  was  guilty,  where 
is  he?  Still  in  favor  without  inquiry  and  with- 
out censure. 

If  It  is  the  unyielding  determination  of  the 
Prtsident  to  retain  such  men  in  office,  to  suffer 
the  country  to  be  disgraced  without  requiring 
satisfaction  from,  or  inflicting  punishment  upon, 
the  authors,  what,  sir.  is  there  left  to  encourage 
the  peo[)le  to  shed  their  blood  or  pay  their  money 
in  a  cause  that  affords  not  a  ray  of  hope?  The 
heart  sinks  with  despondence  at  the  prospect. 

We  are  asked  with  emphasis,  ''Will  you  suffer 

•  the  enemy  to  everrun  the  country  without  oppo- 
'  sition.  jeopardize  the  Union,  and  submit  to  re- 
'  colonization  ?  Will  you  unnerve  the  arm  of 
'  Government  by   withholding  men   and    money 

*  for  defence?"  Sir,  could  we  believe  that  voting 
men  and  money  would  produce  the  promised 
effect  there  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to 
the  minority  to  afford  every  encouragement  to- 
wards the  support  of  the  common  cause.  Had 
we  but  reasonable  grounds  to  hope  that  the  money 
would  be  expended  to  save  the  country,  for  one  I 
should  feel  it  a  duty  to  contribute  my  .'"eeble  aid 
in  furnishins  the  Administration  with  cash  and 
character.  The  minority  possess  as  ardent  de- 
sires to  serve  and  ennoble  their  country  as  can 
be  fell  on  the  other  side;  but  examples — acnooa 
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ti^ttpeak  louder  than  promises — demonstrate  the 
cftfti^pnty,  if  men  aud  money  should  be  voted,  of 
aaiiWeoftfjj?  desired  object.  The  regular  armies 
a^  *ioi  intended  hy  the  men  in  power  for  de- 
fwc^,  and  the  money  will  not  be  expended  for 
t ^purpose.  If  the  Capitol  of  the  nation,  the 
cis  of  State,  indeed  the  palace  of  the  Presi- 
i)t,  were  jjiv^n  up  by  the  high  officers,  who  were 
jH-s'Jnt,  to  ravage  and  conflagration,  without  an 
ajjerfipt  to  defend  them,  what  reason  have  we  to 
t^it^e  that  other  parts  of  the  Union,  less  dear 
affd  linterestipg  to  the  Cabinet,  are  to  find  in 
ojfr  Armies  aj  more  prompt  and  effectual  shield? 
\j5hf|re,  sir,  isUhe  benefit  in  buildingships  of  war, 
ih,*oi<r  own  icjrches  are  to  burn  them  before  they 
Iti-jvij  the  wtiys  or  harbors  where  they  were 
li(^n'!hed  ?  Bfit  our  country  must  and  will  be  de- 
fiy^dird.  and  tq  reason  from  facts,  not  by  the  armies 
ujjd»*r  the  control  of  your  President,  but  by  the 
i^lijia  of  th<»  States  ;  not  by  the  money  we  may 
p(jre-vote  to  (evy  upon  our  suffering  fellow-ciii- 
zjiusj  but  at  t{ie  expense  of  the  States.  Look,  sir, 
tlfC  examples  belore  you  since  the  commence- 
n*  of  hostilities  and  see  how  many  instances 
oi  defence  ca.ia  be  found  from  regular  troops.  Ue- 
tjfcitihad  regtjiars.  but  no  defence  at  the  Niagara 
t^nvier,  Saokett's  Harbor,  the  seaboard  in  the 
ify)uih,  Ballnnore.  In  the  Eastern  States  the 
riCililia  have,  almoat  alone  opposed  their  breasts 
t4  ao  invadiug  enemy  ;  and  at  New  London  they 
li^t  only  defended  the  State,  but  your  vessels 
o»  war. 

HAit  Plattsburg  you  have  had  a  striking  com- 
pfiet^i  upon  the  text.  While  the  enemy,  sir.  with 
rfi  fjrmidabit;  army  hovered  upon  the  frontier 
Jif^e'  General  Izard,  by  whose  order  I  know  not, 
(^ifew  off  ato^^t  four  thousand  of  the  regulars,  and 
bjt'i.^says  thejufficial  account,  but  fifteen  hundred. 
l>j  expose  Gtivernor  Prevost  with  fourteen  thous- 
a*id.  A  placn  where  our  fleet,  if  necessary,  might 
^vr»  been  pr'/jtected.  and  where,  when  no  enemy, 
^large  regul(ir  army  was  stationed,  was  instantly 
4|)ba!i>doned  w|hen  the  enemy  began  to  approach; 
^id*  while  th*.'  hosts  of  General  Izard  were  raarch- 
^g'South  from  the  field  of  danger,  the  militia 
yer*e  marching  North  towards  it;  and  while  this 
^^g^lar  arm«  were  enjoying  the  scene  at  Lake 
Ije^rge,  a  pUce  of  fashionable  resort,  or  admiring 
%tie^5iupendops  scenery  at  Glenn's  Falls,  the  mil- 
ii-ia.were  figliting  the  British  upon  the  banks  of 
Jiaranac  ;  acM  this  same  General  Izard  and  army 
^sCed  through  Sackeit's  Harbor,  to  give  another 
4pp>vrtunity  iio  the  militia,  if  invaded,  to  show 
hjov*  capablelthey  were  of  defending  their  coun- 
try,^  Add  (()  all  this,  the  General  Government 
^fie  refused- to  indemnify  Massachusetts  the  ex- 
^n^e  of  defence  by  her  militia. 
•*  rjfew  Yorli  is  garrisoned  principally  by  militia, 
aiid'j  the  city|  has  obtained  by  loan  a  million  of 
di)l»^rs  to  defray  the  expenses.  Whether  the 
Ooirernment;will  ultimately  reimburse  them  this 
l|rj*e  sum,  remains  to  be  known. 
I  'ilhis,  sir.  is  the  state  of  the  country.  Such  is 
l^e, conduct  of  men  who  guide  its  destinies; 
toerefore  I  big  to  be  forgiven  if  I  withhold  my 
.^ctiideace  ffom   them,  and  my  vote  to  furoisb 
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them  with  means  not  to  be  used  for  defence,  but, 

lor  I  know  not  what  new  and  idle  scheme  that 
may  strike  the  infatuated  mind. 

One  of  the  first  objects  of  the  Union,  was  the 
more  effectual  protection  of  the  States  ;  and  while 
they  engaged  to  pour  their  wealth  into  the  coffers 
of  the  General  Government,  the  Government  un- 
dertook to  reciprocate  the  contribution,  by  af- 
fording the  amis  of  the  Union,  in  all  its  strength, 
for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  commerce 
and  soil  of  the  United  States. 

The  commerce  is  long  since  fallen  a  miserable 
sacrifice  to  the  experiments  of  the  Government; 
an  enemy  has  been  provoked  to  attack  our  soil. 
In  the  name  of  common  justice  permit  me  to  ask, 
what  right  cjn  you  have  to  demand  money  of  the 
Slates  Irom  which  you  withhold  your  promised 
protection  ?  The  moment,  sir,  that  the  contract- 
ed reciprocity  is  broken  then  you  have  violated 
the  bond  of  union,  and  you  deprive  yourself  of 
the  right  to  a>k  for  men  or  money.  Indeed, 
sir.  you  absolve  the  Stales  from  their  obligation 
to  furnish  you  with  either. 

I  deny,  sir.  that  the  compact  on  the  part  of 
Government  has  been  fulfilled — it  has  ceased  to 
do  its  duty — and  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
doubt  the  fidelity  to  place  any  confidence  in  the 
Government.  Therefore,  sir,  if  you  divest  the 
States  of  the  means  of  defending  themselves,  by 
draughting  away  their  men  and  taking  away  their 
money,  you  not  only  infringe  the  instrument,  by 
virtue  of  which  you  claim  the  power,  but  you  do 
an  act  of  injustice — you  grieve  and  oppress.  Go 
on  with  the  propo.sed  plans  of  invasion,  taxes, 
and  perhaps  conscriptions,  and  what  will  be  the 
consequence?  You  will  beggar  the  people,  pro- 
voke the  enemy  of  your  own  creating  to  invade 
the  States,  and  then,  afier  you  have  deprived 
them  of  the  means  of  security,  they  will  be  left 
naked  and  ruined,  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  power  of 
an  enemy  enraged  by  your  unsuccessful  invasions. 

It  is  said  the  Union  is  in  danger,  "and,  unless 
we  furnish  the  Government  with  prompt  and 
effectual  means,  it  will  be  too  late."  Sir,  the 
Union,  to  all  beneficial  purposes,  is  already  gone. 
Nothing  but  a  name  and  shadow  is  left ;  a  shadow 
intangible,  empty,  and  evanescent.  Inquire,  sir, 
for  it  is  worth  your  inquiry,  what  are  the  benefits 
contemplated  by  your  Constitution  that  remain 
to  the  people  ?  Can  you  vouch  that  there  is  one  ? 
It  has  been  shown,  that  commerce  and  protection 
do  not  exist  in  any  measure  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Its  credit  is  gone,  its  strength  is  worn 
out,  and  pardon  me  when  I  .say  that  the  word 
Union  cannot  be  applied  to  a  people  among  whom 
nothing  but  a  political  bond  exists,  and  that  so 
worn  and  weakened  that  it  binds  to  no  beneficial 
purpose. 

It  has  been  also  said,  over  the  way.  that  '*  union 
is  necessary  to  carry gon  the  war,  and  give  credit 
to  the  Government. "M  It  is  much  to  be  lamented 
that  this  consideration  (which  is  by  no  means 
new)  had  not  prevailed  before  the  war  was  de- 
clared. Gentlemen  will  not  deny  that  the  warn- 
ing voice  of  the  minority  told  them  the  danger 
of  deciariog  war  against  the  feelings  and  wishes, 
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if  not  of  a  majority,  at  least  of  a  powerful  minor- 
ity of  the  people.  Yes,  sir,  they  were  warned 
with  a  voice,  solemn,  argumentative,  and  pro- 
phetic, and  the  destructive  result  has  proved  with 
what  accuracy  the  contemned  expostulation  of 
the  minority  were  scorned.  It  is  said  that  gen- 
tlemen are  too  late  in  calling  for  help.  The 
Union  is  convulsed  with  those  awful  spasms  that 
are  the  too  certain  precuisors  of  dissolution. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoi'n)  ob>erved.  that  we  must  have 
fifty  thousand  men  raised  for  the  next  campaign, 
to  invade  the  Canadas.  How.  sir,  can  they  be 
raised?  The  most  extravagant  bounties  for  sol- 
dier* have  been  offered,  and  to  little  purpose;  few 
have  been  enlisted,  and  it  is  thought  still  fewer 
will  enlist  on  a  further  attempt;  and,  could  you 
raise  a  large  army.  Canada  is  strongly  defended, 
and  defies  your  power. 

The  flower  of  the  American  army  have  made 
an  attempt  ;  they  have  fought  well ;  have  richly 
earned  thanks  and  praise  for  themselves,  and 
medals  for  their  Generals;  they  have  conquered, 
and  how  far  have  they  progressed  into  the  ene- 
my's country  ?  Merely  obtained  a  foothold  ;  and. 
in  so  doing,  the  army  is  almost  annihilated.  A 
few  more  victories  like  those  would  leave  us  des- 
titute of  a  soldier — would  leave  us  glory  and  ruin. 

The  same  gentleman  also  observed,  that  "the 
aspect  of  the  war  was  changed,  and  had  now  be- 
come defensive."  In  fact,  sir,  this  is  correct.  Our 
enemy  have  become  more  powerful  by  their  vic- 
tories, and  the  consequent  peace  in  Europe.  The 
face  of  our  affairs  has  changed  in  another  respectJ 
When  the  war  was  declared  we  were  to  take  the 
Canadas  in  six  weeks,  and.  after  three  campaigns, 
we  have  much  leys  of  their  country  than  they 
have  of  ours.  The  change  of  the  aspect  of  the 
war,  it  seems,  ought  to  admonish  us  to  beware. 
If,  when  the  enemy  had  Europe  to  fight,  we  were 
unable  to  invade  them  with  success,  from  whence 
do  we  derive  a  hope  that  we  can  now  succeed, 
when  we  are  their  only  enemy?  I  beseech  gen- 
tlemen to  deceive  themselves  no  longer,  but  to 
abandon  those  airy  schemes  which  can  never  be 
realized  ;  which  serve  only  to  sink  and  ruin  their 
country. 

I  would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  how,  if 
be  had  money,  he  will  obtain  men  for  the  inva- 
sion ?  Surely  he  cannot  be  ignorant  that  men 
will  not  enlist  for  that  purpose ;  and  I  beg  of  the 
majority  to  reflect  well  before  they  attempt  to 
force  men  into  the  ranks.  The  free  and  brave 
men  of  the  North  and  East  will  never  submit  to 
the  attempt.  They  will  resist  to  blood  those  who 
shall  encroach  upon  their  liberties,  and  lamented 
consequences  might  follow  such  an  attempt.  The 
aspect  of  the  war  in  such  a  case  would  change 
and  become  purely  defensive,  but  it  would  wear 
frowns  more  terrible  to  the  invaders  than  Amer- 
ica has  ever  witnessed. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been  called 
on  the  resolution  respecting  the  direct  tax,  the 
first  question  put  was  on  the  following  part: 
"Resolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to  continue  the 


direct  tax."     On  this  question,  the  votes  were — 
For  the  motion  104.  asainst  it  26,  as  follows: 

Yb48 — .Messrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Barnell,  Bowcn,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthberl,  Da- 
na, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fibk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsjlh,  Franklin,  Castoo, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hall.  Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingham.  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kiibourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
-McLean,  Montgomery,  .Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oak- 
ley, Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Ringgold,  RoberUon,  Sage,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Mesfrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bradbury, 
Brigham,  Davenport,  Hale,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  King  of  MassachusetU,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moffit. 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Shipherd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  remaining 
clau>e  of  the  resolution.  "  and  to  ini:rea?e  the  same 
100  per  cent." — and  decided  as  follows: 

Y«AS — Messrs.  .\lexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chap)>ell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawtord,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuth- 
berl, Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  DenoycUes,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fi^k  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Glas- 
gow, Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
LyIe,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
William  Reed,  Rhea  ol  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey — 89 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bradbury, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Franklin,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Hale,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  King  ot  Massachusetts,  Lovett, 
Macon,  Markell,  Moffit,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Poat,  I'otter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sbip- 
herd.  Smith  of  New  York,  Sunford,  Sturges,  'i'aggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton, 
White,  and  Wilcox— 37 

So  it  was  determined  to  continue  the  present 
direct  tax,  and  increase  the  same  100  per  cent. 

The  second  resolution,  "to  increase  the  duty 
on  spirits  distilled  by  an  additional  duty  of  twelve 
and  a  hall  cents  per  gallon,"  beiiig  under  con- 
sideration, together  with  the   amendment  made 
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vyommiitee  of  the  Whole,foiog  to  iocrease  the 
^n,e  to  15  cents  per  gallnu — 
-i  Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  renewed  lus  motion  to 
iiJ^rt  iwe:ily-five  instt-ad  of  tifieen. 
f  5|lr.  Gahtom,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  course 
Jf  *liscus:>iou,  moved  to  lay  on  (be  table  so  nauch 
g{  the  repot  of  the  Commillee  uf  the  Whole  as 
Mpijlies  to  inc  resoluiioo  ;  which  motion  was  agreed 
|0;  and  theu  the  House  adjourned. 
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^    I  Wednesday,  October   26. 

••*  l*lr.  IngiEHSoll  pre.senied  a  petition  of  Ste- 
'•yh>/n  Girard,  banker,  of  Philadelpltia,  setting  forth 
«hi^t  the  provisions  of  the  act  laying  duties  on 
'i\\i  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  com- 
Va4ies.  which  allows  a  composition,  have  betn 
sealed  to  t)rm  in  iiis  banking  establishment,  and 
luitying  that  the  provisions  of  said  act  may  be 
TX*ended  to  him. —  Referred  to  the  Committee  ol 
jys  and  Xleans. 

^he  SrEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rrijm  the  I'ostraaster  General,  siaimg  that  no 
^ifticial  books  or  papers  were  lost,  belonging  to 
^hjl  Department,  in  consequence  of  the  late  in- 
^mttoQ  of  the  enemy. 

I  -j  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

J5   ^he  House   resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

ii^nished    business,   being  the   question   on   the 

."♦tiou  of  .Mr.  Fi3K,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out 

rieen  (the 'proposed  increase  of  the  tax)  auJ  in- 

e^t  twentyvfive  cents  per  gallon,  in  addition   to 

bt  present  duty  on  the  capacity  of  the  still. 

Mr.  VVindHT,  uf  Maryland,  spoke  in    favor  of 
1^  early  d^rcision  of  the  qucbiion,  oq   this  and 

^»feer  pans  of  the   report  of  the  Committee  of 

iWays  and  Mean.«. 

;J    ^r.  WiLBON,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  in  oppo- 

^i*^oQ  to  .Mr.  Fisk's  motion,  at  some  length,  for 

.^riiiiisons  ofu  practical  uaiure. 

.'   Tfhe  question  on  Mr.:Fi3sc'a  motion  was   then 

''dt-iermined  in  ih^:  negative — yeas  67,  nays  74,  as 

^fojiows: 

5  «V^EA8 — Vljjsurs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bayiic«  of  Mama- 
^d)ii«ettg,  Bij^elow,  lioyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Bulier, 
^Ci^ppell,  CHley,  CDmslock,  (Juiidicl,  Cooper,  Da<ren- 
Cp<4rL,  DeiiLtyelleii,  k'Ay,  Evans,  Fisk  ot  Vermont,  Fuk 
*otj  New  Vyrk,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Uale, 
wHulbert,  Ingersoll,  Irvioi^,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
•  Kennedy,  Kent  of  :\ew  i  ork,  Kmj  of  Massachusetts, 
•Lxjvetl,  Lowndes,  Markell,  .VlotHc,  Moseley,  Nelson, 
lP-;kering,  Titkin  Post,  Potter.  John  Keed,  William 
iaRfed,  Rich,  Robcsrtson,  Ruggles,  Visage,  tSchureman, 
^Sijybert,  feherwood.  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
5  Vurk,  StroHg,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
.*Tsroup,  Vo84.,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jjtlrsey,  Web»tcr,  Wheaton,  Wdcox,  WUson  of  Maasa- 
'^cliuselts.  Winter,  und  Wright. 

«#  iNats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bard, 
I  Burnett,  Bo*en,  lUigbam,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell, 
>,-Cfjlhoun,  Ciinnon,  Clark,  Clopton,  Conard,  Crawford, 
\  C^cighlon,  Crouch,  Culpeper.L  ulhbert,  Davis  of  Penn- 
"  sjilvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Forney, 
i*  l'yanklin,(icddes,fihol6on,  Glasgow, Goodwyn.GrilEn, 
^hpill.  Hams,  liasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard, 
v^  l&imphreys,  Huogerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 


of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Leflerts,  Lewis, 
Lyie,  Macon,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Ringgold,  8«vier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Stanford,  Tannehill,  Thompson,  Udree,  White, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancy. 

This  motion  having  been  negatived — Mr.  Fisk 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  by  inserting  twenty,  instead 
of  fifteen  cents  per  galioo. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bamett,  Bayhes 
of  Masi^achusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley, 
Brigham,  Butler,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Comslock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Cooper,  Crouch,  Dana,  Davenport,  De- 
noyelles,  Ely,  Evans,  F^isk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forsyth.  Gaston,  Gbolson,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hawes,  Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  LcfTerts,  Lowlt, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  Motfit,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sher- 
wood, Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Strong,  Stur- 
gC8,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of 
.Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton, Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and 
Wright— 75. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen.  Brown,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clopton,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Forney, 
Franklin,  Ceddes,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  GrifTin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Virginia.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbtourn,  Law,  Lewis,  LyIe,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  PlcasanU,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Sevier.  Sharp,  Smith  of  Vb- 
ginia,  Stanford,  Thompson,  Udree,  While,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey — 69. 

So  this  amendment  was  carried. 

And  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  List  amended,  was  decided  as  follows  : 
Affirmative  voles  70.  negative  60. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  (that  is,  to  in- 
sert twenty  instead  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
per  gallon,  as  the  additional  (ax)  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 

an    amendment    going  to   place   a   duty  of 

cents  on  every  gallon  of  .spirits  from  domestic 
materials,  instead  of  dividing  it  between  the  ca- 
pjacity  and  product  of  the  still. 

Mr.  Y.  spoke  in  support  of  his  amendment, 
which  he  conceived  necessary  to  do  equal  jus- 
tice 10  all  distillers.  <tc, 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion.  He  acknowledged  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  a  revenue,  and  there  was  no 
better  subject  of  taxation  than  spirits,  provided 
It  was  not  taxed  higher  than  it  could  bear. 

Mr.  FivRRGw.  of  South  Carolina,  also  spoke  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Yancey's  motion. 
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Mr.  Baylt,  of  Virginia,  proposed  to  fill  the 
blank  in  Mr.  Yancey's  motion  with  twenty-five, 
and  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  to  fill  it  with  thirty. 
But  no  motion  was  at  present  made  on  that 
head. 

Mr.  Lngha.m.  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  Mr. 
Yancey's  motion. 

The  question  on  .\Ir.  Yancey's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative  :  For  the  amendment  55. 
against  i(  07,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Barbour,  Barnctt,  Bayly  of  Vir- 
ginia, Bowen,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell, 
Cannon,  Clark,  Clopton,  (^rawford,  Culpeper,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Farrow,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gbolson, 
Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Sunford,  Stuart,  Telfair,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard, 
Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Brown,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Biy,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Griffin,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Ir- 
ving, Jackson  ol'  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  .Maryland,  King  of  .Vlassachusetts,  Letferts, 
Markell,  McCoy,  Moffit,  .Moseley,  Nelson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Strong,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Udree, 
Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennes-^ee,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  additional  duty  of  twenty  cents 
per  gallon,  and  in  lieu  thereof  proposed  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  pres- 
ent duty  on  stills.  This  motion  was  negatived 
without  a  divison. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  said  sec- 
ond resolution,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 
a  large  majority  ;  when  the  direct-tax  resolution 
adopted  yesterday,  and  that  just  agreed  to,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  aud  Means 
to  report  bills  pursuant  thereto. 

And  on  motion  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Thi  R8DAY,  October  27. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Taylor  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sUnding  committees  of  this 
House,  and  also  the  select  committees  appointed  on 
the  21bI  day  of  September  last,  on  the  .Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  have  leave  to  report  by 
bdl  or  otherwise. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKee.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub-  ! 
lie  Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
*'  further  extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the 
surveys  tbereon  to  the  General  Land  Office," 
lathCoN.  SdSESS.— 16 


without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  N^val 
Affairs,  reported  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
•■  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to 
the  capture  of  the  Briii-^h  sloop  Reindeer,  by  the 
American  sloop  Wasp;"  and  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  ihe  Senate  liave  agreed  to  the  modification 
proposed  by  the  joint  committee  of  conference, 
to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  resolutions  '-expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with 
which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
Slates  has  been  sustained  by  Major  General 
Brown,  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Rip- 
ley. Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb,"  and 
have  modified  the  same  accordingly. 

WAR  MEASURES. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Regular  Army  by 
cla.ssifying  the  free  male  population  of  the  United 
States. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  provide  for  the  division 
of  the  whole  free  male  population  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  assessors,  into  classes  of  twenty-five 
luen  each;   each  class  to  be  compelled,  under  a 

penalty  of hundred  dollars,  to  furnish,  within 

days  after  the  classification  aforesaid, an  able- 
bodied  recruit  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  is  of  some  length,  and  contains  very  full 
provisions  for  carrying  itself  into  effect.] 

Mr.  Tholp  also  reported  a  bill  '•  To  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and 
organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to 
object.] 

Mr.  Trocp  also  reported  a  bill  '"to  provide  for 
the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States  by  authorizing  the  President  to  augment 
the  present  Military  Establishment." 

[This  bill  proposes  to  provide,  that,  "in  ad- 
'  dilion  to  the  present  Military  Establishment  of 
■  the  United  States,  there  be  immediately  raised 
'  forty  regiments,  in  such  proportions  of  it^fantry, 
'  artillery,  riflemen,  and  cavalry,  as  the  President 
'  of  the  United  States  may  deem  proper,  to  be 
'  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  war,  unless  sooner 
'  discharged,  and  limited  as  to  service  to  the  de- 
'  fence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  iu.] 

The  three  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Troup  also  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the 
Military  Committee: 

Departmkjit  ok  Wah,  October  17,  1814. 
Sir  :  The  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the 
other  duties  of  the  Department,  which  could  not  fail 
to  be  very  sensibly  felt,  at  so  interesting  a  period,  by  a 
person  who  had  just  taken  charge  of  it,  are  my  apology 
for  not  answering  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  September 
at  an  earlier  day,  on  the  defecUof  the  present  MiUtary 
Establishment. 
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It/e  {K>n8i(]eration  has  been  bestowed  on  the  subject- 
ma(i*r  i-f  that  letter,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit 1^  the  coranullee  the  following;  report : 

I  -^i'tial  the  present  Military  Establishment,  amount- 
ing y^ty-two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight 
merib^  pre8er\eil  and  made  complete,  and  that  the 
mof^  (xTicient   nioans   authorized  by  the  Constitution 


of  every  other.  The  result  of  the  contest  cannot  be 
doubtful.  The  highest  confidence  is  entertained  that 
the  stronger  the  pressure,  and  the  greater  the  danger, 
the  more  firm  and  vigorous  will  be  the  resistance,  and 
the  more  successful  and  glorious  the  result. 

It  is  the  avowed  pur{>o«e  of  the  enemy  to  lay  waste 


and  destroy  our  cities  and  villages,  and  to  desolate  our 
and^^  CQisistent  with  thb  jgeneral  rights  of  our  fellow  coast,  of  which  examples  have  already  been  afforded, 
citi^n^be  adopted,  to  fill  the  ranks,  and  with  the  least  It  w  evidently  his  intention  to  press  the  war  along  the 
po»n|f>lil  delay.  whole  extent  of  our  seal>oard,  in  the  hope  of  exhauit- 


'-ijkT,*at  a  permanent  force,  consisting  of  at  least 
fort^tlir«>U8and  men,  in  addition  to  the  present  Military 
E8f^)l%hment,  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  our  cities 
ancfjrt^itiers,  under  an  <npagement  by  the  Executive 
witV'stiVh  corps  tliat  it  ^hall  be  employed  in  that  ser- 
vic»"^4hin  certain  specified  limits,  and  that  a  propor- 
tioiji^  augmentation  of  general  officers  of  each  grade, 
an(i'i»t'»er  staff,  \h-  provided  for. 

3^..n^at  the  corps  of  engineers  be  enlarged. 
-1(^5 'J^at  the  ordnance  department  be  amended, 
ijpsj^cting  tlce  enlargement  of  the  corps  of  engineers, 
I  s^ll*submit  hereafte.  a  more  detailed  communica- 
tion ; 

t/»r  the  propijsed  amendment  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
pa.-«QMit,  I  submit  a  re^)ort  from  the  senior  officer  of 
th^^dcpartment  m  this  city,  which  is  approved. 

V^ihdll  be  r<*ady  and  happy  to  communicate  such 
fu^Xer  remarks  and  d»*tails  on  these  subjects  as  the 
coi>nittee  may. desire.  And  shall  request  permission  to 
safes'.  hereaft>*r  the  result  of  further  attention  to,  and 
reOPcteon  on,  our  Military  Establishment  generally, 
sh***  Id  anythifig  occur  which  may  be  deemed  worthy 
it^ttention.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Z  .•  JAMES  MONROE. 


<»ti.  G.  M.  Troi  p, 
Chairman  Mi/Ha7\y  Cummittee. 

d^natirry  OLservatiuns  arcuinpani/ing  the   Letter 
\d^i  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Chairman  uf  the 
lifitary  Cuminittee  of  the   House  of  Repreaenta- 
ivi.  3. 
i-providina   a  force  necessary  to  bring  this  war  to 
iM>y  termination,  the  nature  of  the  crisis  in  which 
kaiie  involved,  and  the  extent  of  its  dangers,  claim 
tiAilar  attention.     If  the  means  are  not  fully  ade- 
qAtti'to  the  end,  discomfiture  must  inevitably  ensue. 

^t  ^lay  be  f'lirly  presumed,  that  it  is  the  object  of 
th^  hritish  Gi>vernraent,  by  striking  at  the  principal 
•<j|rc(f8  of  our  prosperity,  to  diminish  the  importance, 
if.Yoi  to  destroy  the  political  existence  of  the  United 
^•^te«.  If  any  doubt  remained  on  this  subject,  it  has 
bv^n  ^completely  removed  by  the  despatches  from  our 
V^ii«ters  at  Ghent,  which  were  lately  laid  before  Con- 

?\  nation  contending  for  itn  existence  against  an 
e^nijr  powerful  by  lat.d  and  sea,  favored  in  a  peculiar 
ir^tier  by  extraordinary  events,  must  make  great  cx- 
e^o  .s,  and  suffer  great  sacrifices.  Forced  to  contend 
a^ir(  for  our  liberties  and  independence,  we  are  called 
Or.  f<>  a  display  s>i  aA\  the  patriotism  which  distin- 
gt|l«K^  our  f»llow^itizens  in  the  first  great  struggle. 
Limvy  be  fairly  concluded,  that  if  the  United  States 
■•^rijtce  any  ri^ht,  or  make  any  dishonorable  conces- 
%Cgfi  io  the  demands  of  the  British  Government,  the 
■pyiwof  the  nation  will  be  broken,  and  the  foundations 
of^hiir  union  aod  independence  shaken.  The  United 
it^t^'^  must  reUnquish  no  right,  or  perish  in  the  strug- 
iji^.  There  is  no  intermediate  ground  to  rest  on.  A 
(j^ic'-Mion  on  one  point,  leads  directly  to  the  surrender 


ing  equally  the  spirits  of  the  people,  and  the  national 
resources.  There  is  also  reason  to  presume,  that  it  is 
the  intention  to  press  the  war  from  (Canada  on  the 
adjoining  States,  while  attempts  are  made  on  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  other  important  points,  with  a  view 
to  the  vain  project  of  dismemberment  or  subjugation. 
It  may  be  inferred  likewise  to  be  a  part  of  the  scheme 
to  continue  to  invade  this  part  of  the  Union,  while  a 
separate  force  attacks  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  the 
hope  of  taking  possession  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  that  great  inlet 
I  and  key  to  the  commerce  of  all  that  portion  of  the 
I  United  States  lying  westward  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains. The  peace  in  Europe  having  given  to  the  ene- 
my a  large  disposable  force,  has  essentially  favored 
j  these  objects. 

The  advantage  which  a  great  naval  superiority  gives 
to  the  enemy,  by  enabling  him  to  move  troops  from 
one  quarter  to  another,  from  Maine  to  the  Mississippi, 
I  a  coast  of  two  thousand  miles  extent,  is  very  consider- 
I  able.     Even  a  small  force  moved  in  this  manner  for 
\  the  purposes  avowed  by  the  British  commanders,  can- 
not fail  to   be  sensibly  felt,  more   especially  by  those 
who  are  most  exposed  to  it.     It  is  obvious,  if  the  mili- 
tia are  to  be  relied  on  principally  for  the  defence  of  our 
cities  and  coasts  against  their  predatory  and  desolat- 
ing incursions,  wherever  they  may  be  made,  that,  by 
interfering  with  their  ordinary  pursuits  of  industry,  it 
must  be  attended  with  serious  interruption  and  loss 
to  them,  and  injury  to  the  public,  while  it  greatly  in- 
creases the  expense.      It  is  an  object,  therefore,  of  the 
highest   importance,  to    provide  a   regular  force,  with 
the  means  of  transporting  it  from  one  quarter  to  an- 
other  along   our  coast,   thereby  following    the   move- 
ments of  the  enemy  with  the  greatest  possible  rapidity, 
and   repelling   the   attack   wherever  it  may  be  made. 
These  remarks  are  equally  true  as  to  the  militia  ser- 
vice generally  under  the  present  organization  of  the 
militia,  and   the  short  terms  of  service   prescribed   by 
law.     It  may  be  stated  with  confidence,  that  at  least 
three  times  the  force  in  militia  has  been  employed  at 
our  principal  cities  along  the  coast,  and  on  the  fron- 
tier, in  inarching  to  and  returning  thence,  that  would 
have  been  necessary  in  regular  troo(>s ;  and  that  the 
expense  attending  it  has  been  more  than   proportiona- 
bly  augmented,  from   the  difficulty,  if  not  the  imixwsi- 
bility,  of  preserving  the  same  degree  of  system  in  the 
militia  as  in  the  regular  service. 

But  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  repel  these  predatory 
and  desolating  incursions.  To  bring  the  war  to  an 
Jionorable  termination,  we  must  not  be  contented  with 
defending  ourselves.  Different  feelings  must  l>e  touched, 
and  apprehensions  excited  in  the  British  Government. 
By  pushing  the  war  into  Canada,  we  secure  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  command  their  services, 
otherwise  to  be  turned  by  the  enemy  against  us;  we 
relieve  the  coast  from  the  desolation  which  is  intended 
for  it,  and  we  keep  in  our  hands  a  safe  pledge  for  an 
honorable  peace. 
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It  follows,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  bring  into  the  field,  next  campaign, 
not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  regular  troops. 
Such  a  force,  aided  in  extraordinary  emergencies,  bv 
volunteers  and  militia,  will  place  us  above  all  inquie- 
tude as  to  the  final  result  of  this  contest.  It  will  fix, 
on  a  solid  and  imperishable  foundation,  our  union  and 
independence  ;  on  which  the  liberties  and  happiness  of 
our  fellow-citizens  so  essentially  depend.  It  will  se- 
cure to  the  United  Stales  an  early  and  advantageous 
peace.  It  will  arrest,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
war,  the  desolation  of  our  citiei^  and  our  coast,  by  en- 
abling us  to  retort  on  the  enemy  thote  calamities  which 
our  citizens  have  been  already  doomed  to  suffer;  a 
resort  which  self-defence  alone,  and  a  sacred  regard 
for  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation,  could  induce 
the  United  States  to  adopt. 

The  return  of  the  regular  force  now  in  service,  laid 
before  you,  will  show  how  many  men  will  be  neces- 
sary to  fill  the  present  corps;  and  the  return  of  the 
numerical  force  of  the  present  Military  Establishment, 
will  show  how  many  are  required  to  complete  it  to  the 
number  proposed.  The  next  and  most  important  in- 
quiry IS,  how  shall  these  men  be  raised  ?  Under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  it  is  evident  that  the  most  prompt 
and  efficient  mode  that  can  be  devised,  consistent  with 
the  equal  righu  of  every  citizen,  ought  to  be  adopted. 
The  following  plans  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee.  Being  distinct  in 
their  nature,  I  will  present  each  separately,  with  the 
considerations  applicable  to  it. 

Firgt  Plan. — Let  the  free  male  population  of  the 
United  States,  between  eighteen  and  fortv-five  years, 
be  formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred  men  each,  and 

let  each   class  furnish men  for   the  war,  within 

thirty  days  after  the  classification,  and  replace  them  in 
the  event  of  casualty. 

The  classification  to  l»e  formed  with  a  view  to  the 
equal  distribution  of  property  among  the  several  classes. 
If  any  class  fails  to  provide  the  men  required  of  it, 
within  the  time  specified,  they  shall  be  raised  bv 
draught  on  the  whole  class  ;  any  person  thus  draughted 
being  allowed  to  furnish  a  substitute. 

The  present  bounty  in  land  to  be  allowed  to  each 
recruit,  nnd  the  present  bounty  in  money,  which  is 
paid  to  each  recruit  by  the  United  States,  to  be  paid 
to  each  draught  by  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  pre- 
cinct of  the  class,  within  which  the  draught  mav  be 
made,  equally,  according  to  the  value  of  the  proj>erty 
which   they   may    respectively   possess ;    and    if  such 

bounty  be  not  paid  within  days,  the  same  to  be 

levied  on  all  the  taxable  property  of  the  said  inhabi- 
tanu.  And  in  like  manner,  the  bounty,  whatever  it 
may  be,  which  may  be  employed  in  raising  a  recruit, 
to  avoid  a  draught,  to  be  assessed  on  the  taxable  prop- 
erty of  the  whole  precinct 

The  recruiu  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruiting 
officer  in  each  district,  to  be  marched  to  such  places  of 
general  rendezvous  as  may  be  designated  by  the  De- 
partment of  War. 

That  this  plan  will  be  efficient,  cannot  be  doubted. 
It  is  evident  that  the  men  contemplated  may  soon  be 
raised  by  it.  Three  modes  occur  by  which  it  may  be 
carried  into  effect.  Isl.  By  placing  the  execution  of 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  county  courts  throughout  the 
United  Sutes.  2d.  By  relying  on  the  militia  officers 
in  each  county.  3d.  By  api>ointing  particular  persons 
in  each  county  for  that  purpose.  It  is  believed  that 
either  of  these  modes  would  be  found  adequate. 


Nor  does  there  appear  to  bo  any  well-founded  objec- 
tion to  the  right  in  Congress  to  adopt  this  plan,  or  to 
its  equality  in  its  application  to  our  fellow-citizens  in- 
dividually. Congress  have  a  right,  by  the  Constitu- 
lion,  to  raise  regular  armies,  and  no  restraint  is  im- 
posed in  the  exercise  of  it,  except  in  the  provisions 
which  are  intended  to  guard  generally  against  the 
abuse  of  power,  with  none  of  which  does  this  plan  in- 
terfere. It  is  proposed,  that  it  shall  operate  on  all 
alike,  that  none  shall  be  exempted  from  it  except  the 
Chief  .Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  several  States. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  Congress  could 
not  carry  this  power  into  effect,  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
cepting the  voluntary  service  of  individuals.  It  might 
happen  that  an  army  could  not  be  raised  in  that  mode, 
whence  the  power  would  have  been  granted  in  vain. 
The  safety  of  the  State  might  depend  on  such  an  army. 
Long  continued  invasions,  conducted  by  regular,  well- 
disciplined  troops,  can  best  be  repelled  by  troops  kept 
constantly  in  the  field,  and  equally  well  disciplined. 
Courage  in  an  army  is  in  a  great  measure  mechanical. 
A.  small  body,  well  trained,  accustomed  to  action,  gal- 
lantly led  on,  often  breaks  three  or  four  times  the  num- 
ber of  more  respectable  and  more  brave,  but  raw  and 
undisciplined  troops.  The  sense  of  danger  is  dimin- 
ished by  frequent  exposure  to  it  without  harm  ;  and 
confidence,  even  in  the  timid,  is  inspired  by  a  knowl- 
edge that  reliance  may  be  placed  on  others,  which  can 
grow  up  only  by  service  together.  The  grant  to  Con- 
gress to  raise  armies  was  made  with  a  knowledge  of 
alt  these  circumstances,  and  with  the  intention  that  it 
should  take  etlect.  The  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
and  the  States  who  ratified  it,  knew  the  advantage 
which  an  enemy  might  have  over  us,  by  regular  forces, 
and  intended  to  place  their  country  on  an  equal  footing. 

The  idea  that  the  United  States  cannot  raise  a  reg- 
ular army  in  any  other  mode  than  by  accepting  the 
voluntary  service  of  individuals,  is  believed  to  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  uniform  construction  of  all  grants  of 
power,  and  equally  so  to  the  first  principles  and  lead- 
ing objects  of  the  Federal  compact.  An  unqualified 
grant  of  power  gives  the  means  necessary  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  This  is  an  universal  maxim,  which  admits 
of  no  exception.  Equally  true  is  it,  that  the  conser- 
vation of  the  State  is  a  duty  paramount  to  all  others. 
The  Commonwealth  has  a  right  to  the  service  of  all 
its  citizens,  or  rather,  the  citizens  composing  the  Com- 
monweath  have  a  right  collectively  and  individually  to 
the  service  of  each  other,  to  repel  any  danger  which 
may  be  menaced.  The  manner  in  which  the  service 
is  to  be  apportioned  among  the  citizens,  and  ren- 
dered by  them,  are  objects  of  legislation.  All  that  is 
to  be  dreaded  in  such  a  case,  is  the  abuse  of  power, 
and  happily  our  Constitution  has  provided  ample  secu- 
rity against  that  evil. 

In  support  of  this  right  in  Congress,  the  mihtia  ser- 
vice allbrds  a  conclusive  proof  and  striking  example. 
The  organization  of  the  militia  is  an  act  of  public 
authority,  not  a  voluntary  association.  The  service 
required  must  he  performed  by  all,  under  penalties 
which  delinquents  pay.  The  generous  and  patriotic 
perform  them  cheerfully.  In  the  alacrity  with  which 
the  call  of  the  Government  has  been  obeyed,  and  the 
cheerfulness  with  which  the  service  has  been  performed 
throughout  the  United  Sutes  by  the  great  body  of  the 
militia,  there  is  abundant  cause  to  rejoice  in  the 
strength  of  our  Republican  institutions,  and  in  the 
virtue  of  the  people. 
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^  p<an  proposed  is  not  more  compulsive  than  the 
mility  service,  while  it  is  free  from  most  of  the  objec- 
tionK^o  ?'•  The  militia  service  calls  from  home,  for 
long.JtT:*!!,  whole  ^istnct^  of  the  country.  None  can 
elud^  lh«  call.  Few  can  avoid  the  service,  and  those 
who^.io,  are  corap«jlled  tu  pay  great  sums  for  substi- 
tute^'J  yhis  plan  fixes  on  no  one  personally,  and  opens 
to  ali  wjjo  choose  ij  a  cbtince  of  declining  the  service. 
It  is'i  p/tncipal  object  of  this  plan  to  engage  in  the 
defe^.  <•  "if  the  Stat*;  the  unmarried  and  youthful,  who 
can  ]^8i;defend  it  »nd  bfrst  be  spared,  and  to  secure 
to  t^ise-who  renqer  thi«;  important  service,  an  ade- 
quabV  ci^pensatioia  fron;  the  voluntary  contribution 
of  tht'  n-*)re  wealthy  in  every  class.  Great  confidence 
is  er^erfi4ined  thiit  such  contribution  will  be  made  in 
time.:  to  'avoid  a  draught.  Indeed  it  is  believed  to  be 
the  fjCccssary  and  .  inevitable  tendency  of  this  plan  to 
piO(^ice«that  efTect; 

1'4ie  L<nitcd  powier  whtch  the  United  Stales  have  in 
orgi'iujing  the  miHlia  may  be  urged  as  an  argument 
agar*  81  their  right  to  raise  regular  troops  in  the  mode 
pro}A)8«>d.  If  any  Argument  could  be  drawn  from  that 
circymntance,  I  should  suppose  that  it  would  be  in 
favo^  of  an  opposite  conclusion.  The  power  of  the 
Uni^-d  {States  over  the  militin  has  been  limited,  and 
thai'ffor  raising  regular  armies  granted  without  limita- 
tion,., 'there  was,  doubtless,  some  object  in  this  ar- 
ranul^mr'nt.  The  fair  inference  seems  to  be,  that  it 
wasjfiiale  on  great  consrderation ;  that  the  limitation 
in  ic^  fCl^t  instance  was  intentional,  the  consequence 
of  tK'  ufiiiualified  jjrantof  the  second. 

it4t  I'l  is  said,  that  by  irawing  from  the  militia  ser- 
vice*nf :)  the  reguJar  army,  and  putting  them  under 
regtjar  officers,  you  violate  a  principle  of  the  Coristi- 
tutiJ.|i  vfhich  provides  that  the  militia  shall  be  com- 
ma>»-^e(f  by  their  own  officers.  If  this  was  the  fact  the 
con-riusfon  would  jollow-  But  it  is  not  the  fact.  The 
metijar*  not  drawji  from  the  militia,  but  from  the  pop- 
ulatiipn.'ijf  the  couiitry  ;  when  they  enlist  voluntarily, 
it  is  kn(«^  as  militiamen  that  they  act,  but  as  citizens. 
If  ti^ey,-arc  draugntcd  it  must  be  in  the  same  sense. 
In  ^tfj  instanceii  they  are  enrolled  in  the  Militia 
cor)I>,  but  that,  as  is  presumed,  cannot  prevent  the 
voluptsrVy  act  in  the  one  instance, or  the  compulsivein 
the  .^hr^r.  The  whole  population  of  the  United  Stales 
wiihSn  <;erlain  ages  belong  to  th'-se  corps.  If  the  Uni- 
ted Hta{e8  could  not  form  regular  armies  from  them 
they^o^ld  raise  none. 

Ir^proposing  a  draught  as  one  of  the  modes  of  rais- 
ing ^^n  in  case  of  actual  necessity  in  the  present 
greif^egiergency  of  the  country,  I  have  thought  it  my 
dul»D  trf  examine  such  objections  to  it  as  occurred, 
parvff-u^rly  thor«e  of  a  Constitutional  nature.  It  is  j 
froD^mf  sacred  rejgard  for  the  principles  of  our  Con- 
stitiAo;*;  that  I  haie  ventured  to  trouble  the  Commit-  I 
tee^itg  any  reniArks  on  ibis  part  of  the  subject. 

BupD^J  it  appeaijthat  this  mode  of  raising  recruits  was 
justij  (^jectionabfe  on  arcount  of  the  tax  on  property'  | 
Ironiditficulties  which  may  be  apprehended  in  the  ex-  | 
ecut^n,. or  from  dther  chuscs,  it  may  be  advisable  to  I 
decline  "the  tax,  a^d  for  the  Government  to  pay  the  j 
whrV  b^iunty.  | 

lil^th'S  case  it  i»J  proposed  that,  in  lieu  of  the  present  i 
bouji^y,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  allowed  to  each  re-  | 
cruftor  draught  i^t  the    time  of  his   engagement,  and 
one^undred  acrei  of  land  in  addition  to  the  present 
bou%iy  jn  land,  for  every  year  that  the  war  may  con- 
tin  uj^ 

I;^s  impossible  to  stat<r  with  mathematical  accuracy 


the  number  which  will  be   raised  by  the  ratio  of  four 

to  one  hundred,  or  one  to  twenty-five,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary. It  IS  probable  that  it  will  be  rather  more  than 
sufficient  to  fill  the  present  corps.  The  extra  number, 
in  that  case,  may  form  a  part  of  the  local  force  in  con- 
templation, a  power  to  that  effect  being  given  to  the 
President. 

No  radical  change  in  the  present  Military  Establish- 
ment is  proposed.  Should  any  modification  be  found 
necessary,  on  further  consideration,  it  will  form  the 
subject  of  a  separate  communication.  It  is  thought 
advisable,  in  general,  to  preserve  the  corps  in  their  pres- 
ent form,  and  to  fill  them  with  new  recruits  in  the 
manner  stated.  All  these  corps  have  already  seen  ser- 
vice, and  many  of  them  acquired  in  active  scenes  much 
experience  and  useful  knowledge.  By  preserving  them 
in  their  present  form,  and  under  their  present  officers, 
and  filling  them  with  new  recruits,  the  improvement 
of  the  latter  will  be  rapid.  In  two  or  three  months  it 
will  be  difficult  to  distinguish  between  the  new  and 
old  levies. 

The  additional  force  to  be  provided  amounts  to  (orty 
thousand  men.  Of  this  it  is  proposed  that  local  corps 
be  raised,  to  consist  partly  of  infantry,  partly  of  mount- 
ed men,  and  partly  of  artillery.  There  i>  reason  to  be- 
lieve thai  such  corps  may  be  raised  in  the  principal 
cities,  and  even  on  the  Irontier,  to  serve  for  the  war, 
under  an  engagement  as  to  the  limit  beyond  which 
they  should  not  be  carried.  Every  able-bodied  citizen 
is  willing  and  ready  to  fight  for  his  home,  his  family, 
and  his  country  when  invaded.  Of  this  we  have  seen, 
in  the  present  year,  the  most  honorable  and  gratifying 
proofs.  It  does  not  suit  all,  however,  to  go  great  dis- 
tances from  home.  This  generous  and  patriotic  spirit 
may  be  taken  advantage  of,  under  proper  arrange- 
ments, with  the  happiest  eti'ect  to  tha  country,  and 
without  essential  inconvenience  to  the  parties. 

'I'he  officers  who  may  be  appointed  to  command 
these  corps  should  be  charged  with  recruiting  them. 
Local  defence  being  iheir  sole  object,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  corps  will  soon  be  raised.  Patriotism 
alone  will  furnish  a  very  powerful  motive.  It  seems 
reasonable,  however,  that  some  recompense  should  be 
made  to  those  who  relieve  others  from  the  burden. 
One  hundred  acres  of  land  and  fitly  dollars  to  each  re- 
cruit will,  it  IS  presumed,  be  deemed  sufficient. 

It  is  proposed  that  this  additional  force  shall  form  a 
part  of  any  plan  that  may  be  adopted. 

Second  Plan. — This  plan  consists  of  a  classification 
of  the  militia,  and  the  extension  of  their  terms  of 
service. 

Let  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  be  divided 
into  the  following  classes,  viz: 

All  free  male  persons  capable  of  service,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-five,  into  one  class  ; 
all  those  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and  thirty- 
two  into  another  class ;  and  those  Iwtween  thirty-two 
and  forty-five  into  a  third  class. 

It  is  proposed,  also,  that  the  President  shall  have 
power  10  call  into  the  service  any  portion  of  either  of 
these  classes,  which,  in  his  judgment,  the  exigencies 
of  the  country  may  require,  to  remain  in  service  two 
years  from  the  time  each  corps  shall  be  assembled  at 
the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 

It  is  believed  that  a  shorter  term  than  two  years 
would  not  give  to  these  corps  the  efficiency  in  military 
operations  that  is  desired,  and  deemed  indispensable, 
nor  avoid  the  evils  that  are  so  sensibly  felt,  and  gener- 
ally complained  of,  under  the  present  arrangement. 
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It  requires  two  campaigns  to  make  a  complete  soldier, 
especially  where  the  corps,  officers  and  men,  are  alike 
raw  and  inexperienced.  In  the  interim,  the  numbers 
must  be  multiplied  to  supply  the  defect  of  discipline. 
And  it  requires  the  extension  of  the  term  of  service,  to 
avoid  the  additional  proportional  augmentation  of  hav- 
ing so  many  in  the  field  at  the  same  time,  in  marching 
to  the  frontier  and  returning  from  it.  The  inconveni- 
ence to  the  parlief ,  and  loss  to  the  community  in  other 
respects,  need  not  be  repeated.  It  is  proper  to  add, 
only,  that  if  substitutes  are  allowed  in  the  service,  it 
must  put  an  end  to  the  recruiting  of  men  for  the  reg- 
ular army,  especially  the  old  corps.  Of  the  justice  of 
this  remark,  what  has  occurred  in  the  present  year 
has  furnished  full  proof.  It  follows  that,  if  this  plan 
is  adopted,  the  militia  must  be  relied  on  principally,  if 
not  altogether,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war. 

The  additional  force  for  local  service,  amounting  to 
forty  thousand  men,  will  likewise  form  a  part,  as  al- 
ready observed,  of  this  plan. 

Third  Plan. — It  is  proposed  to  exempt  every  five 
men  from  militia  service,  who  shall  find  one  to  serve 
for  the  war.  It  is  probable  that  some  recruits  might  be 
raised  in  this  mode,  in  most  or  all  the  States.  But  it 
is  apprehended  that  it  would  prevent  recruiting  in 
every  other  mode,  by  the  high  bounty  which  some  of 
the  wealthy  might  give.  The  consequence  would 
probably  be  very  injurious,  as  it  is  not  believed  that  any 
great  number  could  be  raised  in  this  mode. 

Fourth  Plan. — Should  all  the  preceding  plans  be 
found  objectionable,  it  remains  that  the  present  system 
of  recruiting  be  adhered  to,  with  an  augmentation  of 
the  bounty  in  land.  Should  this  be  preferred,  it  is  ad- 
vised that,  in  addition  to  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  now  given,  one  hundred  be  allowed  an- 
nually for  every  year  while  the  war  lasts. 

These  plans  are  thought  more  deserving  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  than  any  that  have  occurred. 
The  first,  for  the  reasons  stated,  is  preferred.  It  is 
beheved  that  it  will  be  found  more  efficient  against  the 
enemy,  less  expensive  to  the  pubhc,  and  less  burden- 
some on  our  fellow-citizens. 

It  has  likewise  the  venerable  sanction  of  our  Revo- 
lution. In  that  great  struggle,  resort  was  had  to  this 
expedient  for  filling  the  ranks  of  our  regular  Army, 
and  with  decisive  effect. 

It  is  not  intended  by  these  remarks,  should  the  first 
plan  be  adopted,  to  dispense  altogether  with  the  service 
of  the  militia.  Although  the  principal  burden  of  the 
war  may  thereby  l>e  taken  from  the  militia,  reliance 
must  still  be  placed  on  them  for  important  aids,  espe- 
cially in  cases  of  sudden  invasion.  For  this  purpose, 
it  will  still  be  advisable  that  the  men  be  classed  accord- 
ing to  age,  and  thai  their  term  of  service  be  prolonged. 
Even  should  this  plan  be  attended  with  all  the  advan- 
tages expected  of  it,  such  an  arrangement  could  not  fail 
to  produce  the  happiest  effect.  The  proof  which  it 
would  ailord  of  the  impregnable  strength  of  the  country, 
of  the  patient  virtue  and  invincible  spirit  of  the  people, 
would  admonish  the  enemy  how  vain  and  fruitless  his 
invasions  must  he,  and  might  dispose  him  to  a  speedy, 
just,  and  honorable  peace.  Of  the  very  iinp<irtant  ser- 
vices already  rendered  by  the  militia,  even  under  the 
present  organization,  too  much  cannot  be  said. 

If  the  United  States  make  the  exertion  which  is 
proposed,  it  is  probable  that  the  contest  will  soon  be  at 
on  end.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  in  their  power 
to  expel  the  British  forces  from  this  continent,  should 
the  British  Government,  by  persevering   in   its  unjust 


demands,  make  that  an  object  with  the  American 
people.  Against  our  united  and  vigorous  efforts,  the 
resistance  of  the  enemy  will  soon  become  light  and 
feeble.  Success  in  every  fair  and  honorable  claim,  is 
within  our  easy  grasp.  And  surely  the  Iniled  States 
have  every  possible  inducement  to  make  the  effort  ne- 
cessary to  secure  it.  I  should  insult  the  understanding 
and  wound  the  feelings  of  the  committee,  if  I  touched 
on  the  calamities  incident  to  defeat.  Dangers  which 
are  remote,  and  can  never  be  realized,  excite  no  alarm 
with  a  gallant  and  generous  people.  But  the  advan- 
tages of  success  have  a  fair  claim  to  their  deliberate 
consideration.  The  effort  we  have  already  made  has 
attracted  the  attention  and  extorted  the  praise  of  other 
nations,  .\lready  have  most  of  the  absurd  theories 
and  idle  speculations  on  our  system  of  government 
been  refuted  and  put  down.  We  are  now  felt  and  re- 
spected as  a  Power ;  and  it  is  the  dread  which  the 
enemy  entertain  of  our  resources  and  growing  import- 
ance, that  has  induced  him  to  push  the  war  against  us, 
after  its  professed  objects  had  ceased.  Success,  by 
discomfiture  of  his  schemes,  and  the  attainment  of  an 
honorable  peace,  will  place  the  United  States  on  higher 
ground,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  than  ihey  have 
held  at  any  former  period.  In  future  wars,  their  com- 
merce will  be  permitted  to  take  its  lawful  range  unmo- 
lested. Their  remonstrances  to  foreign  Governments 
will  not  again  be  put  aside  unheeded.  Few  will  be 
presented,  because  there  will  seldom  be  occasion  for 
them.  Our  Union,  founded  on  inlere.st  and  affection, 
will  have  acquired  new  strength  by  the  proof  it  will 
have  afforded  of  the  important  advantages  attending  it. 
Respected  abroad  and  happy  at  home,  the  United  Statetf 
will  have  accomplished  the  great  objects  for  which 
they  have  so  long  contended.  As  a  nation,  they  will 
have  little  to  dread  ;  as  a  people,  Utile  to  desire. 

Extract  from  MarshaWs  Life  of  Washington,  volume 
4th,  page  241, 
"  In  general,  the  .\8semblies  (of  the  States)  followed 
the  example  of  Congress,  and  apportioned,  on  the  sev- 
eral counties  within  the  State,  the  quota  to  be  fur- 
nished by  each.  This  division  of  the  State  was  again 
to  be  subdivided  into  classes,  and  each  class  was  to 
furnish  a  man  by  contributions  or  taxes  imposed  on 
itself.  In  some  instances,  a  draught  was  to  be  used  in 
the  last  resort ;  in  others,  tbe  man  was  to  be  recruited 
by» persons  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  class  to 
be  taxed  with  the  sum  given  for  his  bounty." 

Extract  from  Ramsay's  Life  of  Washington,  volume 
2d,  page  246. 
"  When  voluntary  enlistments  fell  shprt  of  tbe  pro- 
posed number,  the  deficiencies  were,  by  the  laws  of  sev- 
eral States,  to  be  made  up  by  draughU  or  loU  from  the 
militia.  The  towns  in  New  England,  and  the  coun- 
ties in  the  Middle  States,  were  respectively  called  on 
for  a  specified  number  of  men.  Such  was  the  zeal  of 
the  people  of  New  England,  that  neighbors  would 
often  club  together  to  engage  one  of  their  number  to 
go  into  the  Army.  Maryland  directed  her  lieutenants 
of  counties  to  class  all  the  property  in  their  respective 
counties  into  as  many  equal  classes  as  there  were  men 
wanted  ;  and  each  class  was  by  law  obliged,  within  ten 
days  thereafter,  to  furnish  an  able-bodied  recruit  during 
the  war;  and,  in  case  of  their  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
do  so,  the  county  lieutenants  were  authorized  to  pro- 
cure men  at  their  expense,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding 
fifteen  pounds  in  every  hundred  pounds  worth  of  prop- 
erty  classed  agreeably  to  law.    Virginia  likewise  classed 
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her  Abf  ns,  and  called  ufpon  the  respective  clawes  for 
ever^li^eenth  man  for  j,ublic  »ervice.  Pennsylvania 
conc^pit^led  the  r;>quisitr  power  m  the  President,  Mr. 
ReetJ,'  a.M  authorised  him  to  draw  forth  the  resources 
of  ll^  felate,  undor  certani  limitations,  and  if  necessary 
to  d^laV  martial  .aw  ov^r  the  State.  The  execution 
of  tl!jise^rrang;ein«<nt8,  alihoueh  uncommonly  vigorous, 
lag%>l  l>r  behind.  " 

^:    ^  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

T%e  'House  resumed  the  consideration  of  ihe 
rep^jtjjf  the  CoinmiUfe  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  re- 

riCoK^he  Cornmittet-  of  Ways  and  Mean-?, 
e-jcsoiution  for  imposing  an  additional  duty 
)Kage  beins:  under  consideration,  together 
I'e  amendment  going  lo  increase  the  rates 
--  ►.^''»ge  ""«'  fiundred  instead  fifty  of  per  cent,  of 
ihej  piesent  amount,  after  considerable  debate, 
the^uestion  on  inserting  'one  hundred"  instead  of 
"fif^-  jter  cent.''  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
For|ipii«-  hundnd  95,  a^aiosi  it  45,  a^  follows: 

VfcAff— .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Bat&Uf,  Bard,  IJarnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 
welC' I'Utler,  Caldwell.  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clo^ou,  Comst.>>:k,  Condict,Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
tonfCrouch,  Cuihbert,  Uana,  Davu  of  Pennsylvania, 
Del|^yelle«,  De^ha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow', 
Fisf'jf  Vermont,  Fisk  oi  New  Vork,  Forney,  Fornyth, 
Fra^m.  Uholsoii,  Coojwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson! 
Haflis,  Hasbrouck,  Haw.-s,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tuc^,.  >Iubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll, 
Ingjjhiui,  Irving.  Jackson  oJ  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
gini^,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kil«|(iu»;n,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyie, 
MaA^n.' McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery^tuT^.  Nelson,  Newton.  Ormsby,  Pearson,  I'ick- 
—  iyi*asants,  Kirh,  Rin,5gold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
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Sewr*   Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong 
Stu^^t^fannehili,  Taylor,  Telfair.  Troup,  Udree.  Ward 
of  Xjv^  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright. 
-HJkii— .Messrs.  Baylies  of  Ma-ssachu^etts,  Bigelow, 
Bo.^  |5radbur>,   Brigham,  Cooper.  Culpepcr,  Daven- 
^'  IJy,  Caslun.  Geddis,  Grosvenor,  Hale,   Hulbert, 
cfc^t  of  Rh.nle  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law 
LeAs;.Lovetl,  .Markell,  Moffit,  Moselev,  Oakley,  Pick- 
enri.i'itkm,  Post,  Potier,   John  Reed,  RheaofTen- 
neii'e.'^  Ruggles,    Schureman,    Sherwood,   ShiphJrd 
%1iot    New    Vork.    Stanford.    Sturgo.s,    Taggart, 
Tli*n;»son,  \  o^c.  Ward  of  Massachusetu,   Webster 
WjJaUm,  White,  WUcyx,  and  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
set: 

'Airtquestion  lo  adopt  the  resolution  (as  amend 
ed  'Jc-increaso  the  present  rates  of  postage  was 
thfV  v'ated.  «         6  • 

J^r.^GASTON,  of  X..rth  Carolina,  a.ssigned.  as 
thfvjr^ncipal  reason  why  he  should  vote  against 
thujt^,  that  this  was  not  a  subject,  the  revenue 
on.A't¥ch  could  be  safely  or  properly  pledged  to 
th(.|)i^lic  creditor.  The  revenue  therefrom  ac- 
crufc^  in  fact,  he  conceived  to  be  exclusively 
[g.'d  to  the  perfection  of  the  Post  Office  Estab- 

w  question  was  tjien  taken  on  the  resolution 
n^nded^aud  carried:  For  the  postage-tax  96. 
^  jii^l  it  47,  as  follows: 

\Ja;— .Vlessrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery 
Ba.^ji^.  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 


well,   Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoon,  Cannon,  Chappell, 

Ck)pton,Comstock,Condict,Conan],  Crawford, Creigh- 
ton.  Crouch.  Cuthbert,  Dana.  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Deaha,  Duvall.  Earle,  Epj«s,  Evans,  Far- 
row, Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin.  GhoLson,  Goodwyn.  Griffin.  Hall[ 
Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hop-' 
kins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  HumphrevH.  Hungerford, 
Ingersoll.  Ingham.  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw.  Kilbourn.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Letferta^ 
Lowndes,  LyIe,  .Macon,  McCoy,  McKee.  McKim, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tenneswje,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Rol)ertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skmner.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Tannehill, 
Taylor.  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright. 

Nats— .Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brighani,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cil- 
ley.  Cooper,  Culpeper.  Davenport,  Ely, Gaston, Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hale.  HuUmrt,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  Vork,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Moffit,  .Moscley,  Oakley.  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Pot- 
ter, John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  MassachusetU,  Webster, 
VVhealon,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  next  question  for  consideration  presented 
Itself  in  the  following  words:  'Resolved,  That  it 
IS  expedient  to  add  one  hundred  per  cent,  to  the 
present  duty  on  sales  at  auction  ;"  and  was  agreed 
to  without  debate. 

The  next  resolution  was  that  embracing  a  tax, 
among  other  articles,  on  cotton  yarn,  and  other 
manufactures,  furniture.  <tc. 

The  questions  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  "cotton,  yarn,  and 
shoes."  (that  is,  exempting  them  from  taxation,) 
were  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  debate; 
as  also  was  the  proposition  for  taxing  all  manu- 
factured paper  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  this  resolution,  having  been  gone 
through — 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 

•  tallow  candles ;"  lo  which  motion.  Mr.  J.  Keei> 
proposed  to  add  "  spermaceti"  candles.  But.  that 
motion  not  being  in  order,  as  an  amendment  to 
Mr.  Oakley's  motion,  the  question  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays  on  strikine  cut  "  tallow  candles  " 
and   decided   in    the   negative.      For  exempting 

•  tallow  candles"  59.  against  it  74.  as  follows : 
_T^**— ■^^»«"-  Alexander,  Bayliesof  MassachusetU, 
Bigelow  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham.  BurwcU, 
Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comstock.  Con- 
ard.  Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Elv,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
horsyth  Geddes,  Hale,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Khwie  Island,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Pot- 
ter, John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schure- 
man, Seybert,  Shipherd,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,. 
lay  lor.  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .MassachusetU, 
Webster,  Whealon.  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.   Anderson,   Avery,  Barbour,   Bard 
Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannonl" 
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Chappell,  Clopton,  Condict,  Creighton.  Dana,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Forney,  Frank- 
lin, Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York.  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes, 
LyIe,  McCoy,  McKee.  McKim,  McLean.  .Montgomery, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ants, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  RoberUon, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  N,  York, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Tel- 
fair. Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  and  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania. 

.\lr.  J.  Reed  then  moved  to  strike  out  "  sperma- 
ceti" candles,  on  account  of  the  peculiarly  oppres- 
sive operation  of  such  a  tax  on  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket and  town  of  New  Bedford,  in  Massachu- 
setts. After  further  debate,  the  question  was  put. 
and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays. 
For  >trikingout  '"spermaceti"  50,  against  it  73, 
as  follows : 

Yf. AS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Dana,  Davenport,  Duvall,  Ely,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gaston,  Hale,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  N.  York, 
Law,  LeflTerU,  Lovett,  Markell,  McKee,  .Moffit,  Mose- 
ley, Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman,  Sherwood, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Strong.  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart, Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .MassachusetU, 
Webster,  Whealon,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cal- 
houn, Cannon,  Chappell,  Clopton.  Comstock,  Condict, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles.  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  F'arrow,  Forney, 
Forsyth.  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Ha:ibrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lowndes, 
LyIe,  .McCoy,  .McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich.  Ringgold,  RoberUon,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Winter. 

Mr.  Bigelow,  of  Massachu.'>etts.  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  '"leather,"  so  as  to  exempt  it 
from  taxation;  which  motion,  Mr.  B.  supported 
at  some  length.  The  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
considerable  majority. 

Mr.  WuEATON.  ol  Massachusetis,  then  moved 
lo  strike  out  the  article  -  nails,  manufactured  by 
machinery."  In  supportof  which  iuoiiou,he  made 
some  remarks,  to  which  Mr.  EppErf  replied.  And 
the  raoiion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
sinke  out  so  much  of  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration  as  proposes  to  tax  "furuiture"  above 
a  certain  value,  (beds,  bedding,  kitchen  furniture, 
and  articles  of  domestic  manufacture,  excepted  ;) 
which  motion  was.  without  debate,  decided  in  the 
negative.  For  the  motion  43,  against  it  72.  as 
follows : 


Yea»— Messrs.  Andenon,  Baylies,  Bifelow,  Boyd, 

Bradbury,    Bradley,    Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion, 
I  Cilley,   Cooper,    Culi>eper,   Davenport,   Ely.   Farrow, 
I  Gaston,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Uland, 
I  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewia, 
Lovett,  .Markell,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
!  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
\  bert,  Sherwood,  Sturges,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Ward  of  New  Jersey.  Whealon,  White,  Wilcox. 
Nats — Messrs.  .\lexander,  .\very,  Barbour,  Barnett, 
Bowen,  Burwell,  Buller,  Caldwell,' Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton, Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virg'a, 
Kennedy,  Kerr,   Kershaw,  Kilbourn,   King  of  North 
Carolina.    Lefferts,    Lowndes,   Lyle,   McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  .McLean,  .Montgomery,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pick- 
ens, PleasanU,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp.  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fair, Troup,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  whole 
resolution,  (which  goes  to  tax  sundry  articles  of 
manufacture,  besides  those  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going.) 

Mr.  Oakley,  cf  New  York,  stated  that  he  was 
friendly  to  some  and  opposed  to  others  of  the  taxes 
embraced  in  this  resolve,  and  should  therefore 
vole  against  the  whole,  reserving  the  right  to  vote 
for  the  bills  for  laying  some  of  these  taxes,  when 
they  should  be  brought  in. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  whole  of 
the  resolution  (as  amended  by  striking  out  'cot- 
ton yarn"  and  "hats")  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  7G,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  .\nder8on,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Condict, 
Conard,  Crawford,Creighton,  Dana,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Griffin,  Hall.  Harris^,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pick- 
ens, PleasanU,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
RoberUon,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey.  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Ely,  Gaston,  Hale,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  .Markell,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Ruggles,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Voae, 
Ward  of  MassachusetU,  Whealon,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

The  next  resolution  is.  •"That  it  is  eipedient 
to  class  the  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  and 
add  50  per  cent  to  the  present  duly  ihereoa." — 
Agreed  to. 

The  next  resolution  was,  so  to  impose  a  duty 
on  plated  harness,  combined  with  the  tax  on  car- 
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ru'jk.-^  as  to  add  to  the  present  duty  on  carriages 
lOl^i^r  cent. 

'pit"  eighth  and  li^st  resolution.  "That  it  is 
exft|dl"Dt  to  establisti  a  National  Bank,  with 
bnT^ches  in  the  several  States,"  bein^  under  con- 
^i()^aiion — 

<Jaj:iaoiion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Fkidav^  October  28. 


Kr>TROUP,  fronn  the  committee  of  conference 
on  i^i4  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
amfniments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  reso- 
lu(j^n1s  expressive  of  ttie  sense  of  Congre>s  of  the 
gaj^'urjiry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the  rep- 
ut^ii)  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been 
suilji^ed  by  Major  General  Brown,  Major  Gen- 
erlj'i^utt.  and  Brigadiers  Ripley.  Miller,  Porter, 
G.^kHi-.  and  Macomb,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
re^^ :".  Whereupon. 

i^iiolced.  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  mod- 
ifii^'tion  of  the  said  amendments,  as  proposed  by 
th^  civinmittee  of  conference. 

H'hh  bill  from  the  Senate  to  give  a  further  time 
foi^o^ting  Virginia  military  land  warrants  was 
re(:  I  i^ third  time,  and  passed. 

iCtn  resolution  from  the  Senate  expressive  of 
thi.seose  of  Congress  relative  to  the  victory  of 
thp^asp  over  the  Reindeer,  was  read  a  third 
tirif*,  *nd  passed  unanimously. 

|kJr./DANA,  of  Ma>sachusetts,  laid  before  the 
H^ijs'^the  petition  of  John  Appleton,  who  being 
apTpiijted  Principal  Asse.^sor  of  the  Tenth  Dis- 
tri^  i4"  Massachusetts,  performed  all  the  duties 
or-*y.ai^  office,  when  his  nomination  was  rejected 
by^h.!  Senatt,  inconsequence  of  which  refusal 
toj-'oDurm  hi.i  appointment,  he  loses  thecorapen- 
satron^due  him  ;  and  praying  that  it  may  be  di- 
rer^ed-J  to  be  paid  to  him. — Referred  to  the  Sec- 
re»jfr.y^of  the  Treasury. 

^  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
thv-Utiited  States,  transmitting  the  information 
reij^Hted  by  the  House  in  relation  to  the  retalia- 
tiorj,-p|^isoners ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mi<*L'*;'on  Foreign  Relations. 

jjir..  William  Retd,  of  Massachusetts,  after 
rei^t){ing,  that  he  had  understood  there  was  be- 
foj."}  tlje  Senate  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  naval 
fojVe  if  the  United  States,  in  order  to  acquire  in- 
fojiiajion  necessary  ^o  enable  the  House  to  act 
utjjerljtandingly  on  ilie  subject,  sobmitted  a  re- 
soiTi*  Tor  consideration,  which,  after  undergoing 
soffK'jnodification,  presented  itself  in  the  foUow- 
inj^liape : 

^(e.ifilved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and 
hfltw  hiereby,  directed  to  report  to  this  House,  a  slate- 
mi.ijt  rif  the  number  of  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the 
U^e(j  States,  at  the  declaration  of  the  existing  war, 
de^tjffrivting  'he  name*  and  force  of  each,  and  their 
pr^'iijn^  condition  ;  also,  the  number  and  rate  of  new 
ve^A■l^<  authorized  and  directed  by  law,  since  that 
tiDij;  ihe  progresii  made  in  execution  of  those  laws, 
an(j|  jfcnot  completed,  Cie  causes  that  have  prevented 
the>f  execution. 

:|f(ir  somt'  desultory  conversation,  as  to  the 
staj'  if  the  informatKin  on  this  subject,  the  res- 
oljijicji  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
remaining  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committeeof 
the  Whole— it  being  a  resolution  "  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  establish  a  National  Bank  with  branch- 
es in  the  several  States." 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  hoped  the  chairman, 
or  some  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  would  explain  the  reasons  on  which  the 
proposition  was  founded. 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  called  upon  gentle- 
men in  favor  of  the  proposition  to  show  in  what 
part  of  the  Constitution  was  contained  the  power 
to  establish  a  National  Bank.  Having  always 
himself  denied  the  Constitutional  power,  and  the 
House  having  ^o  decided  six  years  ago,  he  could 
not  see  what  had  occurred  to  change  the  nature 
of  the  Constitutional  question.  Unless  his  ob- 
jections on  this  head  were  removed,  he  must  cer- 
tainly vote  against  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  said  his  sentiments  in 
relation  to  this  question  were  well  known,  and 
were  not  changed.  However  necessary  he  might 
believe  the  agency  of  such  an  institution  at  The 
present  moment,  he  could  not  give  his  consent  to 
a  measure  which  he  believed  contrary  to  the  Con- 
stitution. For  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the  resolve 
which  he  had  reported  in  obedience  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  committee,  he  referred  to  Mr. 
Dallas's  report ;  and  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee who  favored  it. 

.Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  expressed  himself 
decidedly  m  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  bank, 
but,  in  order  toobviate  objections,  some  might  con- 
scientiously entertain  on  Constitutional  grounds, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  bank  ought  to  be  loca- 
ted within  this  District.  He  therefore  moved  to 
amend  the  resolve  by  inserting  therein  the  words 
'•  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  Bcrwell,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  no  doubt 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  bank  of 
the  kind  proposed,  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
but  he  should  vote  against  the  amendment,  be- 
cause he  believed  such  a  bank  would  not  at  all 
assist  the  finances  of  the  Government.  He  was 
also  entirely  hostile  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank 
on  the  principles  recommended  in  the  Secretary's 
report  as  its  basis,  for  reasons  growing  out  of  their 
general  impracticability  and  inexpediency. 

Mr.  DtVALL,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  proposed  amendment,  because  it  would  de- 
stroy the  utility  of  the  bank,  so  far  as  regards  its 
issuing  a  medium  which  should  possess  The  gen- 
eral confidence,  and  he  was  opposed  to  it  also  be- 
cause the  adoption  of  it  would  virtually  sanction 
the  construction,  which  he  denied,  that  it  was  not 
Constitutional  to  establish  a  bank  with  branches 
in  the  several  States.  Mr.  D.  was  proceeding  to 
argue  in  support  of  tUe  Constitutionalitv  of  a 
bank — when 

Mr.  Wright  withdrew  the  amendment  which 
he  had  proposed. 

.Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
strike  out  of  the  resolve  the  following  words : 
"with  branches  in  the  several  States."  Some 
gentlemen,  he  said,  were  of  opinion  a  bank  might 
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be  established  adequate  to  all  necessary  purposes, 
having  no  branches,  but  arrangements  with  some 
one  or  more  bank-^  now  existing  in  each  State. 
He  was  in  favor  of  leaving  the  question  as  broad 
as  possible. 

Mr.  DivALL  resumed  his  argument  on  the  Con- 
stitutional question,  which  he  examined  with  no 
little  ability  and  ingenuity.  He  chiefly  rented 
his  opinion  of  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank 
on  that  section  of  the  Constitution  which  pro- 
hibits the  States  to  coin  money,  or  issue  "bills  of 
credit ;"  which  negation  of  power,  he  apprehend- 
ed, implied  the  existence  of  the  power  in  Congress. 
If  Coneress  had  not  power  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates  to  establish  a  bank  or  banks, 
nearly  or  all  the  States  had  violated  their  own 
State  constitutions  as  well  as  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  in  authorizing  the  circulation  I 
of  bank  notes,  which,  call  them  what  you  will. 
are  "  bills  of  credit."  .Mr.  D.  went  deeper  still 
into  this  question,  and  concluded  with  expressing 
his  decided  hostility  to  th-  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  having  no 
doubt  of  the  constitutionality  of  a  National  Bank, 
entreated  gentlemen  to  vote  down  the  proposed 
amendment ;  because,  if  adopted,  it  would  hold 
out  fallacious  ideas  of  the  adequacy  of  a  bank 
without  branches,  to  be  established  within  this 
District,  which  would  no  more  relieve  the  em- 
barrassment of  our  finances,  than  will  the  five 
and  ten  cents  bills  issued  by  the  Corporation  of 
this  City  and  Georgetown.  He  should  vote  for 
the  general  proposition.  As  for  the  Secretary's 
proposition,  it  was  afelo  de  se  ;  and  many  of  its 
features  could  not  be  sanctioned  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Hawki.n3.  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  one  of 
his  earliest  convictions  on  political  topics,  was, 
that  this  Government  had  no  power  to  establish 
a  National  Bank  ;  but,  if  it  is  to  be  established, 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  on  gen- 
eral principles.  In  order  to  give  the  question  full 
and  ample  consideration  on  the  widest  national, 
just,  and  oeneral  objects,  he  should  vote  against 
the  amendment,  without  intending  in  any  way  to 
sanction  the  idea  that  Congress  has  the  power 
"  to  establish  a  National  Bank  with  branches  in 
the  several  States." 

Mr.  Clopto.n  made  a  number  of  observations 
in  reply  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Di'vall.  The 
true  principle  of  construction  of  the  Constitution 
being,  that  all  powers  not  expressly  delegated  are 
reserved,  he  contended  that  Congress  could  by  no 
forced  construction,  derive  the  power  to  establish 
a  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  predicated  his 
views  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  against  the 
amendment,  on  the  statement  of  facts  and  rea- 
soning of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  this 
subject,  which  combined,  he  believed  to  be  con- 
clusive. 

Mr.  McKee.  of  Kentucky,  expressed  surprise 
that  the  opposition  to  this  measure,  declared  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  necessary  not 
only  to  the  maintenance  but  to  the  restoration  of 
the  public  credit,  proceeded  from  those  who  had, 
in  every  other  fespect,  been  the  most  zealous  and 


infiexible  in  their  pursuit  of  measures  to  sustain 
the  operations  of  the  Government.  He  had  no 
doubt  (»f  the  power  of  the  Government  to  estab- 
lish a  National  Bank  as  an  instrument  of  finance, 
and  entered  into  a  train  of  reasoning  with  his 
usual  acumen,  as  well  to  prove  this,  as  to  prove 
the  injury  wliich  had  resulted  from  the  refusal  to 
recharter  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  As 
to  establishing  the  bank  within  this  District,  for 
all  pres-ni  practical  purposes,  it  might  as  well  be 
established  in  Abyssinia.  He  was  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  motion  now  under  consideration. 

The  question  oft  Mr.  Stanford's  motion  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "  with  branches  in  the  sev- 
eral States,"  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative.  For  the  motion  14.  against  it  138,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bard,  Burwell,  Clopton,  Crawford, 
Gholson,  Hall,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ma- 
con, IS'elson,  Newton,  Pleasants,  Smith  of  Virginia,  and 
Stanford. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, .\very,  Barbour,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham, 
Brown,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuipeper, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  FiskofNew  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  P'ranklin,  Gaston,  Gcddes,  Glasgow, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
ham, Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Massachusetts 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  LetTerts,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Markell,  .McCoy,  McKee,  .McKim, 
McLean,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moseley,  Oakley, 
Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Reaof  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage, 
Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Strong,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tannchill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup, 
Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersty,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, WUson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

The  question  being  staled  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution — 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  said,  under  present 
impressions,  he  should  voteagaiust  it,  because  the 
idea  it  embraced  was  illusive,  and  its  object  im- 
practicableatthe  present  moment ;  to  show  which 
he  made  a  number  of  remarks  going  to  establish 
the  insufficiency  of  such  a  measure  to  remedy  the 
general  want  of  confidence  among  individuals  as 
well  as  in  the  banks,  which  at  present  prevailed. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
was  decided  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, -\very,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Creigh- 
ton, Crouch,  Cuipeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Findley, 
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F**;.  «*  New  Vofk,  Foiney,  Forsyth,  Gmton,  Geddes, 
G^ijri,tn,  GritSn,  Gro*venor,  Hanson,  Harris,  Ha*- 
biSf^jic*,  Hawe«,  Hopkiij*  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hul- 
hj^Tl,  Kngersoll,  Ingham.  Irving.  Kent  of  New  York, 
K  j^^t  ^f  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
Nvj;lh|  Carolina,  Leffeo-ts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
L^fc.  ffarkcll,  McKee,>lcKim,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
M^^tt*  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens, 
Pr^^r.ji  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robertson,  Sage, 
SeVjer,  Sherwoo*!,  Shij^herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
Y«i.;  Strong.  Sturgc*,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Tlrjmj^n,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
W?|*o^  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter.  Wright,  and  Yan- 

J*  A^s— Messrs.  BarUur,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
ch^el»s,  Bowcn,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Burwell,  Champion, 
C^<i?y:  Clopton,  Crawford,  Davenport,  Desha,  Ely, 
E^es-'  Evans,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn, 
Hwc,  ji»ll.  Hawkins,  Humphreys.  Hungerford,  Jack- 
so^/or; Rhode  island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
V^irt^a,  Kennedy,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law.  Ma- 
ccij,  Moselcy.  Ni-lson,  Newton,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post, 
Potjfr,  John  Reed.  Wir,iam  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Riiiig^ld,  Rugsfles,  Schureman,  Seybert.Sharj),  Smith 
of/v  irj^inia,  Stanford,  Taggart,  Voso,  Wheaton,  Wil- 
cofj^a^d  Wilstm  of  Maiisachusetts — 54. 

^C)  *the  resolution  tvas  agreed  to.  and  this,  to- 
gf^itie  with  ihr  othee  resoluiion.s.  were  referred 
to6iJi€  Coram mee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  bring 
ioJIiilN  accordingly.  ; 

'.■  n  [ 

n  ^  ' 

t^  Sa.turd4y,  October  29. 

lih'e  SpEAkEte  laidi  before  the  House  a  letter 
frcili  »he  Secretary  oi'  the  Navy,  slating  that  the 
wh;|>l(;^of  the  bijoks.  papers,  trophies  in  his  office, 
PX^lry  il»e  furiiiture.  were  preserved,  and  are 
ncrW  '!Dtire;  apd  thai  all  the  books  and  papers 
in  |hf  Accounfant's  Office,  excejit  those  papers 
rel,liive  lo  accdunts  settled  and  transmitted  to  the 
Tr|a»'iry  Department,  have  been  preserved. 

5Hr.-YANctY;  from  the  Committee  of  Claim?, 
ra/ile'a  report  on  the  petition  of  Moses  Alley; 
whicfj  was  reaij,  and  'the  resolution   therein  con 
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taisjecf  wa«  concurred' in  by  the  House 
poA  1*  as  follows: 

'A»it,  at  the  dA;larati<>n  of  war  against  Great  Britain> 
anii?io;-  some  tim?  previous  thereto,  the  petitioner  was 
an  inhabitant  o^  Uppejr  Canada ;  in  the  Suamer  or 
Aw||ir|m  of  the  ysar  18^2,  he  came  to  the  L'nittd  Slates 
anjirtifjorted  hmjself  to  General  Dearborn,  who  then 
coii^u^nded  on  tiie  Northern  frontier.  Being  consid- 
er!^ cif  suspicioi^s  char,-icler,  he  was  arrested  by  mili- 
tary ay  thority,  a|id  seni  to  Greenbush,  in  New' York, 
for'x^minatioii ;.  at  th<;  time  of  his  arrest,  he  had  iri 
bi»i>o»se8sion  a  >orrel  aud-horse,  which  was,  by  direc- 
tioj*  4;"  the  offiftff  who  iirrested  him,  placed  in  the  pos- 
setloiij  of  a  Mr.  i3enjair,in  Van  VIeek  for  safe-keeping, 
at  i|ie.oxpen8e  <J'  the  United  States,  until  he  should 
rec^v-  further  orders  h<>w  to  dispose  of  him.  He  kept 
th^lioirse  until  t^e  1 6th  of  April,  1813.  when,  having 
haii^'iV  house  and  property  consumed  by  lire,  he  de- 
livjjtij  the  hor!.e  over  for  safe-keeping  to  a  Mr.  Norton, 
of  J[^v/is  county.     He  kept  him  until  September,  1813, 


Wl^i 


i  iie  so 


Id 


hi>n,  at  the   price    of  twenty  dollars,  to 

payfo;  his  keeping,     h  does  not  appear  to  the   com- 

mxoee.who  waj*  Jhe  purchaser;  but,  from  the  manner 

in  vbi^h  the  account  for  keeping  the  horse  is  credited, 

iv   :- 


It  ia  presumed  that  Norton  himself  was  the  purch»»er. 
It  appears,  also,  to  the  committee,  from  the  certificate* 
of  Generals  Wilkinson  and  Dearborn,  that  the  charge 
against  the  petitioner  was  not  well  founded.  He  then 
received  an  order  from  General  Wilkinson  for  his  horse, 
to  be  deUvercd  to  him  clear  of  the  exf)€n8e  of  keeping; 
but,  upon  application,  found  that  he  had  been  sold  to' 
pay  that  expense.  The  petitioner  asks  of  Congreaa 
the  valae  of  the  horse. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  United  States 
are  under  no  legal  obligation  to  pay  for  the  horse ;  if 
the  petitioner  had  a  good  title  to  the  property,  it  is 
presumed  he  would  !>€  entitled  to  recover  his  value  of 
the  man  in  whose  possession  he  was  placed  by  the 
officer.  Having  been  put  in  his  possession  upon  con- 
ditions, and  with  instructions  to  keep  him  at  public 
expense,  it  ia  believed  he  was  not  liable  to  be  sold  for 
that  expense  ;  they  therefore  recommend  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  introduced  into  the 
House,  with  a  few  appropriate  observations,  the 
following  resolution  : 

"  It  being  a  duty  particularly  incumbent,  in  «  time 
of  pubhc  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly  to 
acknowledge  our  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and 
to  implore  his  aid  and  protection  ;  Therefore, 

''Kegolved,  b^  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  inited  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  request 
that  he  recommend  a  day  of  pubUc  humiliation,  prayer, 
and  fasting,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  with  religious  solemnity,  and  the  offcnng  of 
fervent  supplications  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  safety  of 
these  States  ;  his  blessings  on  their  arms,  and  a  speedy 
restoration  of  peace." 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  res- 
olution offered  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Taylor 
of  New  York,  which  was  agreed  to  in  the  follow- 
in?  words  : 

Rtsolved,  That  the  Standing  Committees  of  this 
House,  and  also  the  select  committees  appointed  on  the 
21st  day  of  September  last,  on  the  Mes-sago  of  the  Pres- 
ident United  States,  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

VHE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resolved  itsell  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  not  ex- 
ceeding   dollars. 

Mr.  EppEti,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
for  the  amount  to  be  borrowed,  with  three  mil- 
lions. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  recom- 
mended, in  his  letter,  a  larger  >um  to  be  borrowed ; 
but  since  that  letter  had  been  written,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  three  of  the  six  millions  of  stock  pro- 
posed to  be  sent  to  Europe  for  sale  had  not  yei  left 
the  country,  and  the  President  had  determined  to 
retain  it.  The  retention  of  this  stock  from  the 
market  would,  by  so  much  as  its  amount,  reduce 
the  additional  amount  necessary  to  be  authorized. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  ask  only  for  three 
millions  on  this  occasion. 

The  blank  was  filled  accordingly. 


M 
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The  if  ay*  amd  Meant. 


H.  OF  R. 


Mr.GR08VENOR.of  New  York.  moTed  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso  : 

"Provided,  also.  That  the  making  the  loan  authori-  ' 
zed  by  this  bill,  the    President  shall  in  no  case  and  in 
no  way  contract  for  a  greater  interest  or  premium  than 
eight  per  cent,  per  annum."  | 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said,  he  had  ofi'ered  the  amend- 
ment in  the  belief,  nay.  the  certainty,  that  public  i 
credit  and  confidence  would  never  be  restored  to  i 
any  Government  which  supplied  the  treasury  by  , 
loans,  at  the  rate,  and   in  the  manner  heretofore  ' 
adopted  by  the  President.     To  former  bills  sim- 
ilar amendments  had  been   moved  and  rejected,  ' 
and  what  had  been  the  consequence?     Let  gen- 
tlemen cast  their  eyes  upon  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session.      The  Government  had.  under  a  bill 
just   like  the   present,  gone   into  the  market  for 
twenty-five  millions.     It  first  proposed  for  a  part 
of  that  sum.  to  wit:  ten  millions.    As  it  was  well 
understood,  by  the  influence  of  one  man,  a  condi- 
tion  had   been  annexed  lo  the  ten  millions  then 
taken,  of  a  most  ruinous  and  extortionate  char- 
acter.    That  condition  he  need  not  state,  because 
it  was  known  lo  all  ;  nor  should  he  go  over  the 
calculations  made  ihe  other  day  by  his  honorable  ' 
friend  from  New  York.  (Mr.  Oakley.)     If  that 
gentleman   was  correct,  and   not  a  doubt  existed 
that  he  was  so,  this  very  condition  had  forced  the 
Government  to  take  another  por'.ion  of  the  loan, 
about  two  millions  and  a  half,  at  more  than  fifty 
per  cent,  for  the  present  year  of  its  existence,  and 
at  SIX  or  seven  per  cent,  forever  thereafter.    How 
could  this  condition  operate  dilFerently  ?    It  made 
it  the  interest  of  every  holder  of  the  first  part  of 
Ihe  twenty-five  million  loan  (and  it  was  certain 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  every  moneyed  man  in  the 
nation    would    be   made  a  holder)  to   bear  down 
upon  the  Government,  and  for  them  to  give  the 
most  exorbitant  premium  for  all  that  remained  lo 
be  taken.     This  was  early  foretold  by  the  men  of 
retiection  among  us.     But  it  was  treated  as  a  chi- 
mera, as  the  common  story  of  opposition,  by  those 
whose  business  it   is   to  defend   every  act  of  the 
Government.    Now.  ihe  truth  of  what  was  foretold 
is  absolutely   certain.     It  stands  on    the  official 
documents  in   this  House,  an  eternal  monument 
of  the  wild  errors,  and   the  fiscal  incapacity  of 
your  Government.     By    it   the   people   of   these 
States  have  been  subject  to  the  most  frightful  ex- 
tortion.    Do  I  therefore  accuse  those  who  forced 
the  Government  to  these  terms  ?    No  ;  for  lo  such 
a  condition  was  the  Government  reduced  in  Sep- 
tember, that  even  an  open  bankruptcy  must  have 
followed,  but  for  the  money  then  obtained.     And 
if  these  money  lenders  had  so  pleased,  you  must 
have  saved  the  nation  by  giving  cent  per  cent 
for  every  dollar.     Patriotism   has  nothing  to  do 
with   this  subject.     It  is  a  moneyed  operation  ; 
and  thus  considered,  perhaps  you  ought  to  thank 
the  lenders  that  ihey  accommodated  you  at  all. 
rather  than  to  curse  them  for  the  terms  they  de- 
manded. 

Mr.  G.  said,  to  a  Government  which  had  thus 
exhibited  an  uiter  disregard  of  the  plainest  rules 
of  discretion  and  common  sense — an  entire  igno- 


rance of  public  policy — who  bad  sfaowo  an  iaem- 
pacity  for  all  fiscal  operations,  and  had  delivered 
themselves  and  their  country,  bound  hand  and 
fool,  into  the  iron  grasp  of  money  lenders,  he  was 
totally  unwilling,  nay,  he  thought  it  madness,  to 
trust  unlimited  powers  as  to  further  loans. 

Sir.  said  Mr.  G..  you  have  rejected  in  Commit- 
tee a  proposition  to  render  your  taxes  responsible 
for  your  loans,  by  pledgins:  ihem  specifically  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  ihe  gradual  re- 
demption of  the  principal.   You  are  adopting  the 
same  old  principles,  and   pursuing  the  same  old 
course,  which  has  produced  the  evils  of  the  past 
year.     You  are  again  pledging  the  faith  of  the 
nation,  instead  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  to  ob- 
tain loans.     The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
told  you,  and  wisely  told  you.  that  this  has  been 
ihe  cause  of  your  failures — the  principle  which 
has  destroyed  your  credit  and  ruined  your  finan- 
ces.    And  he  has  told  you  that  your  system  must 
be  changed,  or  all  your  eff'oris  are  hopeless.    Why 
will  you  disregard  his  admonition — an  admoni- 
tion enforced  by  the  most  disastrous  experience*? 
By  this  bill  your  President  again  appears  in  the 
money  market,  precisely  as  he  appeared  on  the 
31st  of  last  August;  can  he  get  money  on  better 
terms  now  than  he  could  then?     Nay,  is  not  the 
prospect  dfsrker  and  more  desperate?     And  may 
he  not,  nay,  will  he  not,  pressed  on  by  the  public 
creditors  and  the  public  necessities,  be  induced  to 
give  almost  any  premium  rather  than  fail  ?     Un- 
less his  power  be  limited,  he  will  again  deliver 
the  people  as  unresisting  victims  to  the  brokers 
and  money  lenders  of  the  nation.     Sir.  to  this  I, 
as  one,  never  will  consent.     W  ishing,  as  I  do,  to 
preserve  the  remnant  of  public  credit ;  anxious  as 
I  am  to  give  my  vote  to  provide  for  the  defence 
of  the  soil.  I  cannot  vole  for  this  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent shape.     I  cannot  vote  for  it,  because  I  am 
certain  that  by  it  you  will  obtain  no  muney,  but 
on  terms  extortionate,  ruinous,  and  whtch  will 
give  the  last  blow  to  the  expiring  credit  of  the 
nation. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  he  had  no  idea  that  a  larger 
interest  than  eight  per  cent,  would  or  ought  to  be 
given  for  this  money,  and  he  did  not  feel  any  great 
objection  to  the  amendment.  But  he  could  see 
no  reason,  when  this  bill  was  merely  intended  to 
supply  the  amount  sent  to  Europe  for  sale  of  the 
loan  last  authorized,  why  it  should  be  granted  in 
j  a  diff'erent  form  from  that. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  gentlemen 
were    mistaken  in  the   calculation  of  the   rale  of 
I  interest  given  by  the  Government  for  the  loans 
I  lately  negotiated.     They  were  obtained  at  seven 
I  and  a  half  per  cent,  will  a  bonus,  payable  when- 
ever the  debt  was  extinguished,  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  on   the  money  loaned.     This  was  demon- 
strable by  a  plain  question  in  the  rule  of  three. 
For  example,  the  Government  for  eighty  dollars 
issued  a  scrip  for  one  hundred  bearing  six  per  cent, 
interesr.     If.  therefore,  eighty  dollars  gives  six  dol- 
lars of  interest,  one  hundred  dollars  will  give  seven 
dollars  and  a  half,  or  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.    As 
to  the  bonus,  if  it  be  divided  on  twelve  and  a  half 
years  it  will  make  two  per  cent,,  if  on  twenty-five 
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T*ke  Way*  and  Means. 


=*»-f^  ~  <  — 

yitV*-  o"C>  *"J  'f  a  hundred,  only  oae  fourth  per 
c<jp.r.  The  term  of  twelve  years,  specified  in  the 
Ck'^iVact,  is  ji  limitation  of  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ei^i^ent  to  rpdeem>  within  that  period  ;  not  an 
ertgiTgemeni  to  pay  at  the  expiration  of  it.  It 
Vi'ijj^iDserted  at  the  instance  and  for  the  benefit 
or}iAe  stockholders,  who  being  disposed  to  make 
ai^  luvestiture  in  the  funds,  preferred  a  deferred 
l*Ck((iieni  to  a  speedj'  redemption,  for  the  obvious 
rt^54>a  liiat  iuduces  men  of  wealth  to  prefer  a  bank, 
or,*ojiier  moneyed  iistitution,  with  an  unlimited 
or^4*ensive  charter  to  any  other,  viz  :  that  there 
^**3'^'^®  "O  necessity  for  an  early  re-investiture,  or 
a  lo-^  by  the  want  ol'  employment  for  their  capi- 
Iji^,  :  Wo  one  will  pretend  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
tttyti'i  is  legally  or  morally  bound  to  repay  the 
cji^ipl  advanced  in  twelve  years,  or  in  one  hun- 
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tended  solicitude  which  his  remarks  produced  in 
a  certain  quarter,  when  the  sentiment  had  been 
avowed  by  one  oi'  the  leaders  of  Opposition,  and 
applauded  by  them,  that  the  Federal  party  would 
not  be  bound  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  in- 
curred by  the  Government,  although  they  enter- 
tained no  doubt  of  soon  supplanting  the  men  in 
power.  Mr.  J.  said  these  remarks  were  merely 
incidental  to  the  argument  concerning  the  rate  of 
interest  given.  He  was  of  opinion  that  those  dis- 
advantageous contracts  were  in  a  great  degree 
owing  to  the  spirit  of  opposition,  wherebv  the 
capitalists  of  the  country  were  prevented  from 
entering  into  competion  with  the  men  wlio  con- 
tracted for  the  late  loans,  and  not  to  the  want  of 
confidence  in  the  good  iaith  and  ability  of  the 
nation.     As  to  the  pledge  in  the  mode  proposed. 


cfe,jd;years,  or  a  hundred  centuries,  provided  it  pays  :  Mr.  J.  said,  he  had  insuperable  objections.     The 
Pijjpt^tually  the  accruing  interest.     Such  an  obli-    taxes   designated   were    novel    in    this   country; 


g^igti  to  pay  m  twelve  years,  would  require  the 
n>isf  oppresMve  system  of  taxation.  It  cannot  be 
di*«)iH  that  the  persons  who  loaned  tiie  last  money 
tt-.^ite  Government  made  the  most  exorbitant 
exjcaions.  The  state  of  the  country  imperiously 
d«^^«knded  money  at  any  price;  and  they  rose 
iulpjoportion  to  the  pressure.  As  we  were  not 
bAiid,  he  would  not  pay  otT  the  capital  of  that 
dr^jtr  until  every  oiher  contracted  upon  better 
teifmfi  was  ••xtiQgui.'.hed,  unless  it  was  selling 
uiv^Jle^^  par  in  the  market,  and  they  would,  in  that 
Wjjy^Velinquish  a  portion  of  their  spoils.  This 
Co^lc  be  done  by  changing  the  mode  of  borrow- 
it^fud  instead  of  a  bonus,  increase  the  rale  of 
iifi3r***>t.  Give,  if  necessary,  eight  per  cent,  as  was 
df^e.by  a  former  Administration,  for  future  loans, 
atvi  \i  would  be  made  the  duty  of  Government  to 

fivif  t*iem  otf  fir>t,  which  was  the  practice  in  re- 
aiVoi  to  the  eight  per  cent,  and  six  per  cent,  stock' 
ht^epfore.  It  would  be  recollected  (Mr.  J.  ob- 
sorvui)  that  when  the  old  debt  was  assumed,  a 
ia^a  portion  of  it  war;  deferred  and  three  per  cent, 
suicij,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
ac^hjlrized  to  pay  off  those  three  per  cents,  at 
sAjyJ^^eight  dollars  per  centum.  This  was  never 
c^rjf) jiained  of;  the  holders  were  under  no  com- 
prjMJiQ  to  take  less  than  cent  per  cent., and  if  they 
rnjjjiye  their  interest  for  ever,  the  contract  of  the 
Gi,y<)rnment  was  fulfilled.  So.  if  the  present  six 
p^/  itents  fall  below  par,  there  would  be  immo- 
r^i'^ji. in  employing  agents  to  purchase  them  at 
a.^i-jcount.  If  the  principal  were  due,  such  a 
nhia^re  would  be  a  breach  of  faith,  but  until  it 
bi^oij;»es  payable  thrre  was  no  impropriety  in 
b\jyu;g  the  stock  at  market  price  ;  and  it  could 
n&i  Ifr  pretended  that  a  change  of  the  mode  as 
pfgfj)w»ed  would  be  derogatory  to  the  spirit  of  the 
evr-i*»J)g    contracts.      Among   all    the    objections 


^j,    contracts.      Among 
Uir«;(i.  again>t 


the  eight  per  cent,  loans,  no  one 
e\^  suggested  lhis;:and  hence  it  may  be  fairly 
a-K^rCcd  that  it  would  be  untenable.  Whatever 
mi^ii  be  his  opinio, i  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
mijrttiy  lenders,  Mr.  J.  declared  he  would  faithfully 
pt^^jffl  the  contract  made  with  them  by  paying 
tht>ii{;erest  on  their  loans  quarter-yearly,  even  if 
it  «eJ2  necessary  to  quadruple  the  contemplated 
lax/s*  and  he  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  pre- 
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some  of  them  were  very  high,  and  others  were 
denounced  by  the  gentlemen  as  oppressive.     He 
would  not  entail  these  upon  the  people,  and  de- 
prive the  nation  of  the  advantages  which  experi- 
ence might  afford  to  substitute  others  for  them, 
or  if  the  revenue  were  ample  dispense  with  them 
altogether.     It  was  urged,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  the 
money  lenders  require  a  more  solid  security  than 
the  pledge  of  the  national  faith  ;  they  prefer  spe- 
cific pledges,  and  the  ca»e  of  a  mortgage  by  an 
individual  was  mentioned  as  analogous.     Mr.  J. 
said,  that  the  obvious  dissimilarity  consisted  m 
this:   Where  an  individual  executed  a  mortgage, 
he  transferred  all   control   over  his  property  to  a 
third  party,  and  m  default  of  payment,  the  courts 
of  justice  interposed  and  delivered  over  his  pro- 
perty to  the  mortgagee  or  a  purchaser.     Not  so 
with    the  Government;  there   was    no   physical 
control  vested   in  an  independent  tribunal   to  co- 
erce a  compliance — it  had  only  to  repeal  the  law 
to  defeat  the  security,  and  there  was  no  restraint 
upon  this  power  but  the  moral  sense  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,  which  it  was  said  cannot  be  relied  on. 
Mr.  J.  said  it  was  not  nece^-^ary  that  the  faith  of 
the    Government  should   be  pledged,  in  terms,  by 
any  law  or  contract.     The  passage  of  a  law  vest- 
ing a  right,  or  conferring  a  power,  was  a  pledge  in 
fact  that   the  right  should    be  preserved   and    the 
power,  when  executed,  be  irrevocable  and  obli<ya- 
tory  ;  but,  inasmuch  as  that  phraseology  had  been 
used  he  would  not  object  to  it.     With  tnese  views 
Mr.  J.  said  he  could   not  imagine   that  a  formal 
pledge  of  funds  to  meet   the  engagements  of  the 
Government  was    in    any  case    necessary;  inas- 
mucii  as  the  good  faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged 
to  make  good  its  engagements,  and,  having  never 
been  violated,  it  was  not  suspected  by  any.    Yef,  he 
added,  as  some  gentlemen  argued  differently,  and 
it  might   by  possibility  have  an   influence  on  the 
price    of  stock,   he   was  willing   to   vote    for  an 
amendment  whereby  the   taxes  proposed   should 
be  pledged  until  an  equivalent  security  was  sub- 
stituted for  them. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Ghosve.nor's  amendment 
was  decided  affirmatively,  as  follows:  For  the 
amendment  o'J.  against  it  58. 

Mr,  Oakley,  of  New  York,  then  moved  afur- 
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ther  amendment,  viz:  to  strike  out  the  general 

pledge  of  public  faith  to  make  good  any  deficiency 
in  the  funds  for  payment  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  this  loan,  and  insert  m  lieu  thereof,  a 
pledge  of  the  proceeds  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties  for  that  purpose  :  For  the  motion 
41,  against  it  71. 

The  bill  having  been  further  immaterially 
amended,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 

bill. 

The  House  having  confirmed  the  amount  of 
three  millions  to  he  borrowed,  the  question  offered 
itself  on  the  concurrence  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  in  agreeing  to  Mr.  Grosvenor's 
amendment;  on  whichquestion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded  by  Mr.  Grosvenor. 

Oo  this  motion  there  arose  a  long  and  desultory 
debate,  in  the  course  of  which  the  motion  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Lowndes,  Gholson.  Cal- 
houn, Wright,  and  Kilbourn,  and  supported  by 
the  mover,  and  Messrs.  Hulbert,  Gsasto."*,  and 
Hanso.n. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  was  argued,  that  such  a 
limitation  as  was  proposed  was  inexpedient  be- 
cause it  was  unusual  ;  because  it  would  have  the 
effect  rather  to  increase  than  limit  the  rate  at 
which  the  loan  could  be  had  ;  and  because,  by  a 
remote  possibility,  it  might  prevent  the  loans  be- 
ing had  at  all.  and  thus,  as  this  loan  was  only  ne- 
cessary to  meet  the  reimbursement  of  public  debt 
durioff  thisquarter,  produce  consequences  ruinous 
to  the  public  credit.  Occasion  was  taken  to  rebut 
the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Oakley  the  other 
day  in  relation  to  the  terms  of  the  late  loan,  and 
to  vindicate  in  the  wannest  terms  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  in  this  respect.  Occasion  was  also 
taken  to  state  several  facts,  among  which  were 
these:  that  the  interest  which  this  Administra- 
tian  had  given  for  money  was  less  than  had  been 
given  by  the  Federal  Administration  under  cir- 
cumstances which  afforded  incomparably  greater 
facility  for  loans;  that  notwithstanding  all  the 
clamors  against  the  credit  of  the  nation,  it  is  now 
better  supported,  by  a  sinking  fund,  (fcc.  than  it 
was  in  the  days  when  those  were  in  power  who 
now  decry  it;  and  that  the  refusal  of  a  Boston 
bank  lately  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt 
io  specie,  arose  from  no  fault  of  the  Government, 
which  then  had  in  the  vaults  of  that  bank  three 
times  the  amount  which  was  there  due. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  said,  that  the  late 
improvidence  of  the  Administration  made  it  ne- 
cessary to  provide  such  a  guard  over  their  conduct. 
The  consequence  of  what  he  called  fiscal  gam- 
bling. It  was  said  by  one  speaker,  (Mr.  Hanso.n,) 
had  been  to  throw  the  country  into  the  arms  of 
speculators;  to  make  the  Government  the  victim 
of  such  men  as  Jacob  Barker,  who,  it  appeared  by 
the  documents  had  been  unable  to  fulfil  his  en- 
gagements, and  he  believed  that  failure  was 
the  foundation  of  this  loan.  To  insure  the  co- 
operation of  those  who  spoke  thus,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country,  it  was  said  to  be  necessary 
to  give  some  pledge  that  the  Government  would 
change  its  course,  and  no  longer  trust  itself  in  the 
hands  of  extortioners,  dec. 


Mr.  Hanson's  remarks  were  as  follows: 

Mr.  H.  observed,  he  now  felt  the  same  reluc- 
tance in  presenting  himself  to  the  Chair  which 
he  always  lelt,  condemning,  as  he  did,  the  exam- 
ple of  daily  and  constantly,  upon  all  subjects,  con- 
suming the  lime,  and  trespassing  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House. 

As  so  much  had  been  said  about  union  and  pat- 
riotism, he  saw  fit  distinctly  to  notice  these  top- 
ics, at  the  same  time  that  he  reprobated  the  course 
about  to  be  adopted  to  relieve  the  Treasury,  some- 
what, in  its  embarrassments.  Mr.  H.  trusted  that 
on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  jiis  nature  would 
show  itself  to  be  utterly  irreconcilable,  and  his 
principles  openly  at  war,  with  the  meanness  and 
duplicity  which  would  act  a  part  to  gain  a  name 
for  magnanimity,  and  attract  vulgar  and  insin- 
cere applause  for  patriotism.  Patriotism!  in  the 
modern  acceptation  of  the  term,  the  very  sound 
was  hateful  and  grating  to  his  ears.  From  the 
day  of  the  first  dawn  of  reason  and  philosophy  in 
France,  the  loudest  patriots  in  every  country, 
visited  by  the  revolutionary  mania,  had  always 
been  the  boldest  traitors.  They  were  ever  ready 
to  sell,  for  their  twenty  pieces  of  silver,  themselves 
or  their  country  to  the  highest  bidder.  It  was  the 
brawling  demagogues  who  drove  the  profitable 
trade  ol  patriotism,  and  lived  upon  its  avails,  that 
had  plunged  the  country  into  a  wasteful,  bloody, 
and  calamitous  war;  who  had  brought  upon  the 
country  the  sufferings  and  burdens  which  bowed 
it  down  to  the  very  dust  il  was  biting,  and  jeo- 
pardized its  very  political  existence.  Such  men 
were  the  curse  of  every  country  that  contained 
them.  It  had  been  well  said,  by  a  moral  essay- 
ist, that  patriotism  had  become  the  last  refuge  of 
a  scoundrel.  From  the  accusation  of  such  pat- 
riotism he  meant  at  least  to  deliver  himself. 

[Mr.  H.  was  called  to  order  by  a  member,  who 
erroneously  took  to  himself,  particularly,  the  gen- 
eral denunciation  of  the  great  body  of  patriots  in 
the  country.] 

Mr.  H.  would  admit  no  man  in  the  nation  to 
be  before  him  in  an  ardent  desire  to  provide  the 
means  for  defending  the  country.  The  proper 
course  being  taken  to  effectuate  the  object  which 
all  professed  to  have  at  heart,  he  was  as  anxious 
and  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  co-operate  in 
the  necessary  measures  to  restore  and  support 
public  credit,  and  resuscitate  the  finances.  Un- 
less public  credit  was  revived,  and  the  Treasury 
relieved,  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  defending  the  coun- 
try. Money  was  the  great  sinew  of  war.  With- 
out it  the  invader  could  not  be  repelled,  the  coun- 
try could  not  be  defended.  It  was  mockery  to 
talk  of  defending  the  country,  without  providing 
the  means,  but  that  defence  and  protection  must 
be  extended  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  H.  was  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  expose 
his  person  and  spill  his  blood  in  defence  ot  his 
country  ;  could  he.  then,  be  disposed  to  withhold 
money  for  the  same  purpose?  Life  and  treasure 
were  not  to  be  weighed  against  each  other.  He 
would  vote  for  the  loan,  provided  gentlemen  would 
not  continue  to  disregard  and  set  at  naught  theestab- 

lished  maxims  of  all  well  regulated  Governments. 
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|(;|)fc^y  would  not  set  experience  at  defiance,  and 
t|^>i  with  contempi  its  lessons  so  dearly  boujflit, 
gijl:  would  follow  the  counsels  of  wisdom,  his 
jiraVty  supi)ort  was  already  pledged.  But  if  they 
i)rr»isted  in  a  downward  course  of  desperate  fis- 
f^l^annblin^.  subjecting  themselves  to  be  preyed 
Ji^(ni  by  harpies,  speculators,  and  usurers,  it  was 
jAilOssible.  without  an  abandonment  of  the  most 
iJp'vd  duties,  to  give  any  countenance  lo  their 
|>te)ipures.  The  inevitable  consequence  of  such  a 
•Ctt^e  was  bankrufitcy  and  ruin,  for  already  was 
fhe^redit  of  the  Government  no  better  than  that 
ffj^cob  Barker's  himself,  with  which  it  had  been 
identified.  It  appeared  by  the  late  Secretary's 
r«*{>3't.  with  the  accompanying  documents,  that 
^i(^'v  was  a  defalcation  on  the  part  of  some  one 
|f  >lie  contractors  for  the  ten  million  loan  to  an 
lifU^iense  amount,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that 
|i>ff^id  Barker  was  the  defaulter  referred  to,  al- 
hoijgh  the  Secretary  had  not  mentioned  his  name. 
Ntr.  H.  said  he  was  placed  in  a  most  painful 
«jiij«tion.  Undersianding  that  the  system  of 
^ipO«ce,  which  had  Drought  so  much  distress  and 
2js«»t'ace  upon  the  country,  was  to  be  abandoned, 
tiid.  that  gmileraen  had  been  at  last  brought  to 
{-"•rijeni  to  report  to  the  fundamental  maxims  of 
<{0jCice.  which  forbjJ  the  creation  of  debt  with- 
^ui^rovidinw  and  pledging  the  means  of  pay- 
ineyt,  he  had  voted  for  the  highest  rate  of  taxes. 
Hp  nad  done  so  under  the  fullest  persuasion,  he 
/^Ticbt  say  an  assurwnce,  that  the  taxes  were  to 
^e  i»peciftcall;y  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
jJm^nterest,  and  the  ultimate  reimbursement  of 
<hi-' .principal  of  the  public  debt.  He  had  done  so 
und^r  the  belief  that  the  sponge  was  to  be  applied 
jy^lic  system  of  fir,ance  hitherto  relied  on;  that 
iwtt'';>vere  all  prepar»fd  to  rub  out  and  begin  anew, 
^wvingthe  brnedt  of  experience  to  steer  us  clear 
j.i  jhe  shoak  and  r;)cks  upon  which  the  vessel  of 
J^rtie  had  been  so  near  bilging. 
':■■  Mr.  H.  hoped  that  the  limitation  of  interest 
Jpo^ed  by  hi*  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gros- 
■-v«siOR.)  woiild  be  adopted.  He  had  no  doubt 
tji^i  the  money  could  be  bad  upon  more  advan- 
lii^ous  terms  if  security  was  given,  by  pledging 
•tjiefpablic  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  but 
;W"i6r  the  experience  we  had  had  of  the  profusion 
i^(>  profligacy  introduced  into  the  Treasury  De- 
iTar'imenl  in  the  loan  negotiations,  there  could  be 
^ojeliance  on  the  Admioistration  to  obtain  loans 
pupf^  belter  ierms;  they  should,  therefore,  be  re- 
stffeted  iu  the  interest  to  be  given.  So  extreme- 
ly a:nxious  was  Mr.  H.  to  place  the  country  in  the 
bese  possible  postuie  of  defence,  in  the  hope  that 
'i\n\^  nation  might  yet  be  saved,  and  to  take  from 
yi^t^  who  are  responsible  for  its  preservation  and 
Vit^tily  all  pretexts  for  shifting  the  blame  upon 
ijfhffr  shoulders,  that  he  would  stjll:  vote  for  the 
^ilt -if  the  amendment  failed,  as  it  was  pretty  evi- 
^en:  it  would  do.  But  although  the  rejection  of 
Viiat  amendment  did  not  present  an  insurmount- 
^bU  difficulty,  should  the  HouFe  refuse  to  accept 
Th« amendment  moved  by  his  friend  next  to  him. 
j^MS*.  Oakley.)  in  Committee,  Mr.  H.  could  not 
*in'his  conscience  vote  for  the  bill.  He  could  not 
]briug  hiraseif  to  sanciion  a  viciousj  ruinous,  sys- 


tem, which  had  been  the  cause  of  all  our  financial 
embarrassments  and  disgrace.  Why,  after  the 
fatal  experience  we  had  had  of  the  futility  of  all 
aiiempts  to  borrow  money  upon  reasonable  terms, 
without  pledging  something  more  substantial  than 
the  public  faith  for  its  repayment,  and  the  punctual 
di.>charge  of  the  interest.  persi>t  in  the  old  plan  of 
expedients,  of  living  from  hand  to  mouth,  of 
squandering  all  to-day  and  letiinsr  to-morrow  pro- 
vide lor  itself.  Why  persist  in  a  system  which 
can  eventuate  in  nothing  but  ruin?  Was  the 
mere  pride  of  opinion  to  stand  between  the  coun- 
try and  its  defence— probably  its  salvation  !  He 
hazarded  nothing  in  saying  that  the  loan  would 
fail,  or  be  obtained  upon  the  most  ruinous  terms, 
unless  something  more  substantial  than  the  moral 
sense  of  the  nation  was  pledged  as  security.  That 
moral  sense  was  the  reliance  for  the  former  loans, 
and  It  was  now  ttiirty  per  cent,  below  par  ;  yes. 
the  moral  sense  of  the  nation  had  depreciated  30 
per  cent,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

He,  Mr.  H.,  was  the  more  surprised  at  the  de- 
termination of  gentlemen  to  go  into  the  market 
to  borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  without  offer- 
ing any  new  inducement,  but.  on  the  contrary, 
refusing  to  give  >ecurity  when  they  have  13  mil- 
lions of  the  25  million  loan  still  on  hand,  and  for 
which  there  had  been  no  bid.  His  surprise  wa-? 
the  more  excited  at  the  determination  of  gentle- 
men to  adhere  to  the  old  plan  of  finance,  when 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  avowed  that  the  money  to  be 
borrowed  was  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt  which  fell  due  the  present  quarter.  If  such 
was  the  important  and  indispensable  uses  to  which 
it  was  to  be  applied,  how  could  gentlemen  recon- 
cile it  to  good  conscience  and  duty  to  hesitate  to 
give  the  pledge  and  security  which  would  insure 
success,  when,  by  refusing  it,  everything  was  put 
at  hazard.  Anxious  as  Mr.  H.  was  to  demon- 
strate, in  every  way.  his  ardent  desire  to  revive 
and  sustain  public  credit,  which  was  inseparably 
connected  with  the  national  defence,  he  could  not, 
in  any  way.  countenance  the  system  which  it 
seemed  was  to  be  persi>;ted  in.  let  the  consequence 
be  what  it  might.  The  great  object  to  be  accom- 
plished, was  to  restore  confidence  in  the  ability 
and  efficiency  of  the  national  finances,  which  was 
only  to  be  done  by  an  adequate  provision  for  the 
wants  of  Government,  and  pledging  the  public 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  redemp- 
tion of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt.  Public 
credit  wa^s  a  sentiment;  like  matters  of  faith,  u 
was  a  thing  not  to  be  reasoned  about.  If  gentlemen 
expected  to  restore  public  confidence,  and  thereby 
recover  public  credit,  they  must  abandon  at  once, 
and  forever,  their  old  shifts  and  expedients  adopt- 
ed with  a  single  view  to  their  popularity. 

He  again  reminded  the  House  that  the  system 
they  seemed  disposed  to  persevere  m,  could  re- 
sult in  nothing  but  disappointment  and  disgrace 
to  themselves,  and  injury  to  the  country.  Was 
everything  to  be  sacrificed,  even  our  political  ex- 
istence, to  the  pride  of  opinion?  It  would  not  be 
amiss  to  embrace  the  present  occasion  to  remind 
geotiemea.  that  the  minority  had  ever  protested 
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against  the  system  of  finance  which  had  induced 
the  embarrassments  the  Treasury  labored  under. 
They  clearly  foresaw,  and   distinctly  and   re- 
peatedly  foretold.  Its  fatal    consequence.     They 
opposed  the  war   in  all  its  approaches,  in  all  its 
parts,  and  in  every  stage  of  it.     They  had  con- 
stantly held   up  to   view   the  enormous  expendi- 
tures  to    which    it   would    subject    the    country. 
They  had   pointed  out  the  manner  in  whicli  the 
general  measures  of  Government  would  destroy 
the  revenue  and  resources  of  the  country.    They 
knew,  and    declared,  whenever    an   opportunity 
occurred,  that  loans  after  loans  must  be  resorted 
to.  and  ttiat  loans  could  not  be  had  except  upon 
the    most    ruinous   term^.  unless    general    confi- 
dence was  produced  in   the  ability  and  efficiency 
of  the  national   finances,  and   that   tl^e  finances 
could  not   have  a  solid  basis  without   an  efficient 
and  permanent  system  of  taxation.     Tiie  Con- 
gress was  conjured  not  to  declare  war.    The  most 
conspicuous   men  of  the   majority  admitted  that 
war  ought  not  to  be  declared,  unless  gentlemen 
v«ere  prepared  lo  enact  such  a  system.    The  fatal 
step  being  taken,  its  authors   were  admonished, 
warned,  not  to  reply  upon  loans  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the   war,  without  laying  a  broad  and 
solid  fouucJaiion  for  the  finances.     The   inevita- 
ble  fatal   consequences  of  such  a  reliance,  were 
predicted.     From  your  pen.  and    from  your  lips, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  H.,  pointing   to   the  Speaker.)  pro- 
ceeded   the   same   admonitions    and    predictions. 
We,   differently  situated   from  you.  sir.  enjoying 
as  you  do.  the  rare  and  singular  felicity  ot    unit- 
ing the  confidence  of  a  majority  of  all   parties. 
we  did  not   escape  suspicion   and  censure.     We 
were    accused  of   predicting    what    we    secretly 
labored  to  realize,  the  greale»t  national  calamity, 
an  explosion  of  public  credit.     It  is  to  be  lamented 
that   your    advice  and  our  predictions  were  re- 
garded as  worthy  only  of  scoff  and  crimination. 
We  were  both  supported  at  the  time  by  the  con- 
current opinions  of  all   the  enlightened  men  of 
the  country,  and  the  subsequent  expositions  and 
advice  of  two  successive  Heads  of  the  Treasury 
Department  corroborate  and  establish  the  sound- 
ness of  our  opinions.     But   party  prejudice  and 
ibe  pride  of  opinion  is  not  to  be  affected  by  argu- 
ment.    There  is  but  one  school,  the  teacher  in 
which  is  Experience,  where  the  intellects  of  some 
men  can  be  illumiuated. 

Mr.  H.  incidentally  noticed  the  reference  of  Mr. 
Eppcs  to  the  difficulties  which  arose  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt 
due  in  one  section  of  the  country.  Mr.  Eppe8 
laid  the  blame  of  the  defalcation  to  a  Boston 
bank.  Mr.  H.  said,  the  circumstances  in  relation 
to  the  default  of  the  bank  alluded  to,  were  too 
well  established  and  known  to  admit  of  any  mis- 
understanding or  delusion.  Ih  conformity  to  the 
settled  system  of  favoritism,  the  Gerrymander 
State  Bank  had  been  selected  by  Government  as 
most  worthy  uf  its  confidence  and  patronage.  If 
that  bank,  the  circumstances  attending  the  crea- 
tion of  which  were  so  well  known,  was  the  only 
one  in  Boston  unable  to  continue  its  payments  in 
specie,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  properly  attach- 


ing the  blame  of  the  failure  lo  meet  the  public 
engagements. 

Mr.  H.  reiterated  the  declaration  of  his  readi- 
ness toco-operate  in  every  practical  and  effectual 
effort  to  revive  public  credit.     He   had  only  to 
repeat   his  sincere  regret  that  gentlemen  in  the 
majority  had    not  brought   their  minds  to  adopt 
the  only  measure  that  could  accomplish  the  all- 
important  and  desirable  object.     It  was  their  re- 
fusal to  come  at  once  to  the  determination  which 
they  must  at  last  come  to,  if  public  credit  was 
ever  to  be  recovered,  that  placed   him  in  his  pre- 
sent painful   situation.     After   the   pledge  which 
he  had  given,  by  his  vote  for  all  the  tax  resolu- 
tions,  he    might    appear    inconsistent    in    voting 
against  a  loan   which   was  declared  to  be  indis- 
pensable for  the  public  service,  but  it  was  impos- 
sible for   him   to  .sanction    what  he  had   always 
pronounced  to   be  a  system  of  desperate  financial 
gambling.     Suppose,  said   he,  an   individual  re< 
duced  by  extravagance,  gaming  and  improvident 
speculations,  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  were  locall 
upon  his  family  and  friends  to  extricate  him  from 
his  difficulties.     Could  they  be  expected  to  give 
him  assistance  unless  he  promised  to  forsake  and 
renounce  his  ruinous  courses,  and  no  more  pursue 
his  pernicious  practices?     Could  they  be  expect- 
ed, without  such  a  promise,  and    the  more   upon 
his  positive  refusal,  to  give  such  a  promise — could 
they  be  expected  to  supply  him  with  the  means 
of  continuing  his  dissolute  and  riotous  course  of 
life,  and  thus  waste  their  own  substance  without 
affording  any  lasting  relief  to   him?     The  mis- 
taken zeal  of  friendship,  and  the  blind  excess  of 
affection,  sometimes  betrayed  individuals  in  pri- 
vate life  into  such  acts  of  folly,  and    they  have 
become  partners  in  the  ruin  and  sorrow  of  their 
friends  and  relatives.     But  public  men,  who  had 
in  charge  the  happiness  and  destiny  of  a  people, 
must  hush  and    subdue   the  feelings  of  weakness 
springing  from  thefrail  natureot  man.    Not  gener- 
osity, but  the  fixed  principles  of  right  and  justice 
they  were  bound  to  regard.    When  was  it,  said  .Mr. 
H.,  that  the  prodigal  son  was  received  again  into 
the  paternal  mansion  ?     It  was  when  he  had  for- 
saken his  evil  ways,  abandoned  his  riotous  course 
of  life,  and  returned  to  the  paths  of  prudence  and 
of  duty. 

If  gentlemen  were  not  sufficiently  instructed  in 
the  school  of  experience,  as  to  agree  to  abandon 
their  political  system  generally,  they  had  only  to 
give  up  their  vicious  destructive  system  of  finance, 
to  insure  a  cordial  concurrence  in  the  necessary 
measures  to  build  up  the  dilapidated  credit  of 
the  nation  upon  a  new  and  solid  foundation.  To 
do  this,  nothing  more  was  required  but  to  recur 
lo  the  example,  the  principles  and  system  of  their 

riredece-ssors  in  power.  There  were  two  roads 
eadmg  to  prosperity  and  adversity,  one  to  the 
right  the  other  to  the  left.  We  had  travelled  the 
wrong  road  for  fourteen  years,  and  had  gone  an 
immelise  distance,  but  llie  shortest  way  lo  get 
right  was  to  go  back  to  where  we  started.  It 
was  the  only  sure  mode  of  arriving  at  the  goal 
we  all  professed  to  aim  for,  the  safety,  honor,  and 
prosperity  of  the  nation. 
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October,  1814. 


*  The  question  on  concurrence  in  Ihe  amend- 
oieiu  was  then  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  51, 
4ay^  97,  as  follows  : 

!  ^YjiAS — M»«3r8.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
i^yj,  Bradtiury.  Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cham- 
mOr^Cilley,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Daveni>ort,  Ely,  Gas- 
loft,*  iJeddes,  Grosvencr,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hulbert,  Jnck- 
fcuji  (»f  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Mas- 
hi^h;i»elt«,  Law,  Levvis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Mo«e- 
fe»,  ipakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed, 
\\ilifiin  Reed,  Rugglos,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
hirfd "Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
T|oj$p«on,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
\^J>€4ton,  White  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
lis!  Winter. 

v^^C'^* — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Arch- 
e.j  .Vvery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
B^v^Jl,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappcll,  Clark, 
C||)pv)n,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawtbrd,  Creigh- 
tcj^,  »>ouch,  Cuthbert.  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Dinf^elles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Fjid.ey,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
F>un.';lin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, }j.ill,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hop- 
kins «»f  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford, 
InShnni,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
gifija.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
Und,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
liiiii.  Letfcrts,  Lowndea,  Lyle,  .McCoy,  McKee,  .McKim, 
>i»I^an,  Ntlson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
I>li-"ai>nts,  Post,  ]*otteT,  Rea  oi  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
T.jfifiessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
•S»<ibert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
'^^iijehill,  Taylor,  Tflfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Wilson  of 
If^n^iylyania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

j-f>c>ihe  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Vt'iirie  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

^U.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  ino- 
tl<y»  3ie  had  made  in  committee  to  pledge  .speciH- 
cS^ly  the  proceeds  oT  the  direct  tax  and  internal 


This  motion  was  opposed  on  the  ground  (bat 
to  adopt  it  would  place  this  loan  on  a  fooling 
different  from  any  other  ;  that  it  was  unnecessary, 
because  the  funds  already  established  were  abund- 
antly sufficient  to  redeem  the  public  debt,  and  be- 
cau>e  the  Siukinjj  Fund  was  about  to  be  re-organ- 
ized so  as  to  be  more  active  in  its  operation.  In 
allusion  to  the  argument  of  the  mover  of  this 
motion,  and  his  friends,  on  the  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government,  it  was  said, 
rather  jocosely  than  seriously,  that  it  would  be 
perfectly  unimportant  to  establish  such  a  pledge, 
because  pledges  by  one  Congress  are  not  binding 
on  another,  being  at  any  moment  liable  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

The  motion  was  warmly  supported,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  expedient  to  place  the  credit 
of  the  Government  in  future  loans  on  such  a 
broad,  visible  basis  as  should  satisfy  the  most 
scrupulous  lender  of  the  security  of  his  money  ; 
that  it  was  the  want  of  such  a  basis  which  had 
interposed  a  difficulty  in  the  obtaining  former 
loans;  that  the  loans  so  obtained  ought  not  to  be 
placed  on  a  nar  with  future  loans,  obtained  on 
terms  more  lavorable  to  the  Government;  that 
the  sponge  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  old  system 
of  finance,  and  a  new,  better,  and  more  durable 
system  substituted  for  it.  of  which  the  provision 
proposed  in  this  motion  should  constitute  a  fea- 
ture. 

Mr.  Oakley's  motion  was  negatived — for  it  37, 
against  it  87,  as  follows : 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Archer,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Duvall,  Farrow,  Gaston, 
Grosvencr,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  .Maryland, 
Kerr,  LefTerU,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Kuggles,  Seybert, 
Sherwood,  Skinner,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  White, 


difiics  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal  and  in-  j  and  Wright. 

li^epil  of  the  loan.  |       Nats— .Messrs.  Alexander, .Alston,. \nder8on,  Avery, 

jO>  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  j  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Oifc'rEY  so  ruodified  his  motion  as  to  embrace  j  Uowen,  Bradbury,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
aUo-a  pledge  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  ton- 


H»:ie\ 

.  Tjjis  motion  uas  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppes,  and  Mr. 
Ha^vScins.  of  Kentui-ky.  and  oppo-ed  by  Messrs. 
Hanson,  WRacHT.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina, 
a.?jcil  High,  of  Vermont. 

•'f>^i.  Rich  offered  nn  amendment  to  the  amend- 
nifn;  of  Mr.  Oaklet,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
ewend  the  pjedge  :o  such  part  of  the  loan  of 
i>Cc-?iy-five  a«illions:as  remains  uncontracied  for. 

'^tr.  OakleV^  objected  to  this  amendment  be- 
CAwao  it  would  havt  a  retrc-active  operation,  in 
coiscquence  ftf  the  terras  of  the  ten  million  loan, 
by»vvhich  the' contractors  were  to  have  tiie  most 
adJ^Cuiageousiterrasi which  might  be  allowed  to 
th«^  Renders  o("  the  ijemainder  of  the  twenty-five 
ttS^iao  loan. 

="lf.eamefid,nent  naoved  by  Mr.  Rich  was  nega- 
tt>eii: 

-;lUie  motioij  of  \tr.  Oakley  was  then  further 
ogjit^ed  by  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
JiCh^ON,  of  Virgini^.  and  supported  by  .Mr.  Gas- 
Tli.-x  and  the  luover.j  • 

-'    •.  ' 

:t 


,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davi«  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford, 
Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mc- 
Coy, McKim,  McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong, 
TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Ldree,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusefU,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetu,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  bill  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Mo.NDAY.  October  31. 

Another   member,   to  wit  :   from  Connecticut 
Be.mja.mi.n  Tallmaoge,  appeared,  and   took  his 


seat. 
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Petition  of  Rebecca  Hodgnon. 


H.  ofR. 


Od  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  be  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  Captain  Richarl 
Taylor,  senior,  his  claims  for  medical  aid  for  his 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolution,  commutation 
of  half  pay,  and  a  pension  from  the  United  States. 
in  addition  to  the  one  received  from  the  State  of 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  author- 
izing the  Secretary  ol  State,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  war,  to  give  additional  com- 
pensation to  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  home 
dtstiiute  and  distressed  American  seamen  from 
abroad;  which  was  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  E.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Castille;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  E.  aUo  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  H.  Beasley  and  others;  which 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermont,  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for 
further  examination. 

The  joint  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Clopton, 
of  Virginia,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the  President,  and  request  him  to  ap- 
point a  day  of  public  humility,  fasting,  and  pray- 
er, was  also  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
rending,  and  to  be  read  a  tiiird  time  tomorrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  Anthony 
Shane,  (a  half-breed  Indian  who  has  performed 
eminent  services  to  the  United  States,)  the  right 
of  the  United  Slates  to  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  a  place  on 
St.  Mary's  river,  known  by  the  name  of  Shane's 
Cross.ing  ;  and  leave  was  given  lotheiu  to  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  engros>ed  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  without  debate  or 
division,  though  not  without  opposition. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Joseph  Forrest,  passed 
thrc'ugh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  ;he  ves- 
sels therein  described."  [The  bill  provides  for 
the  building  or  purchase  and  employment  of  any 
number  nut  exceeding  twenty  vessels,  to  carry 
not  less  than  eight  nor  more  than  fourteen  guns.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AlVairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Reed,  the  House 
proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  28th  instant,  and  the  same  being 
again  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  William 
Reed,  to  amend  his  said  motion,  by  sinking  out 
from  the  word  ''  war,"  to  the  end  thereof  and  to 
insert  the  following  words: 

"  Which  have  since  that  time  been  commissioned  for 
service,  designating  the  names  and  force,  with  the 
number  of  othcers  and  men  attached  to  each,  and  the 
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present  condition  of  these  vesHels ;  and  if  any  esaen- 
tial  change  has  been  made  in  any  of  them  during  that 
time  ;  also,  the  number  of  vessels  that  have  been  added 
to  the  force  on  the  .\tlantic.  under  authority  of  the  laws 
of  2d  of  January  and  3d  of  March,  1813;  and  if  those 
laws  have  not  been  fully  executed,  the  progress  that 
has  been  made,  and  the  causes  that  have  prevented 
their  entire  execution." 

The  adoption  of  this  re5olution  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Pleasants  of  Virginia,  and  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  supported  by  the  mover;  but  finally 
rejected  by  the  following  vote:  For  the  motion 
52.  against  it  bS. 

PETITION  OF  REBECCA  HODGSON. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hod<y- 
son  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Comraft- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  .Monday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  on  the  14th  day  of  .\ugust,  1800,  Joseph  Hodg- 
son,  then  of  the  City  of  Washington,  leased,  by  deed, 
for  the  term  ofeight  months,  to  Samuel  Dexter,  as  Sec- 
retary of  War,  a  tenement  in  the  said  city,  to  be  oc- 
cupied for  the  term  aforesaid,  as  the  War  Office.  In 
consideration  of  which  occupation  and  use,  he  was  to 
give  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  which  has  been 
paid  and  satisfied  to  the  intestate  of  the  petitioner.  la 
the  lease,  .Mr.  Dexter  covenants  for  himself  and  his 
successors  in  office,  "that  he  or  they  shall  and  will,  at 
all  times  during  the  said  term,  keep,  or  cause  to  be 
kept,  in  good  and  sufficient  repair  the  baid  demised 
premises,  inevitable  casualties  and  ordinary  decay  ex- 
cepted, and  the  same  so  well  and  sufficiently  kept  in 
repair,  shall  and  will,  at  the  end  of  the  said  term,  yield 
and  surrender  uji  to  him,  the  said  Joseph  Hodgson." 
Mr.  Dexter  immediately  took  possession  of  the  tene- 
ment, under  the  contract,  and  occupied  the  same  as 
the  War  Office,  until  the  8th  of  November,  following, 
when,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  it  was  consumed  by 
fire.  The  petitioner  is  the  legal  representative  of  Jo- 
seph Hodgson,  and  prays  of  Congress  such  compensa- 
tion SIS  the  circumstances  of  her  case  merit. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  merits  of  this  claim,  the 
first  question  that  presented  itself  to  the  committer 
was,  in  what  manner  was  the  fire  communicated  lo  the 
house  ?  Was  it  by  negligence  or  inattention  to  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  officer  or  his  servants,  or  was  it  from 
some  other  cause  not  within  his  or  their  control  ?  It 
would  seem,  from  the  evidence  of  the  petitioner,  that 
she  alleges  the  fire  was  communicated  by  design,  with 
a  criminal  intention  to  destroy  the  house  and  the  pub- 
lic pupers  contained  in  it,  by  some  person  employed  by 
the  War  Department. 

It  is  also  alleged,  that  the  fire  was  communicated 
from  an  adjoining  building,  belonging  to,  and  then  in 
possession  of,  a  .Mr.  Jackson.  It  is  not  pretended  by 
the  petitioner  that  the  house  was  burnt  by  any  negli- 
gence or  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  lessor,  or  bis 
servants  or  clerks ;  indeed,  the  evidence  is  clear  and 
satisfactory,  that  the  room  in  which  it  is  alleged  by  the 
petitioner  the  fire  originated,  had  not  been  used,  nor 
fire  made  in  it,  for  several  weeks  previous  to  the  de- 
struction. 

Your  committee  have  diUgently  examined  the  cir- 
cumstances offi-red  in  evidence,  and  are  of  opinion  the 
fire  was  communicated  from  the  fire-place  of  Jackson's 
house,  and  in  this  they  concur  in  opinion  with  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  House  oi  Representatives,  in 
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|'H)ij|«*'7-  '^01,  to  iavestigate  the  causes  of  the  de-  |  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Wiys  and  Meant 
i^uri.ion  of  tlie  War  (Office,  and  also  with  the  commit-  I  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  suspending  the  collec- 
Ue  W  whom  this  petilfion  waa  referred  at  the  last  ses-  [  tion  of  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  in  those  districU 


Ij.iii  T«f  Congress 
••A^uming,  then,  as  an  established  fact,  that  the  fire 
^«*'oramui.icated  from  Jarksun's  house  to  the  War 
K)^<^,  the  question  arises,  waa  the  destruction  such  as 
tvini||l  exonerate  the  lessor  from  his  undertaking  to 
(Urr'jnder  the  premise.*  at  the  end  of  the  term,  accord- 
IDK"  ip  the  conditions  of  the  contract  ?  This  question 
tuvoives  the  meaning  of  the  term  "inevitable  casual- 
tii».**     It  is  believed  that  writers  upon  law  deOne  it  to 


of  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts,  which  arc  in  possession 
of  the  enemy. 

The  House  agreed,  62  to  47,  now  to  consider 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  who  had  voted  for 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  desired  that 
the  genilemiin  would  stale  his  object. 

Mr.  WtLsoN  stated  that  the  enemy,  having  pos- 


X^  ibaw  accidents  which  happen  "by  the  act  of  God;  '  session  ol  haslport  and  Castme,  thus  possessed 
totliMdestructionbvlightning,  tempest,  or  floods;  or  '  the  command  o\  territory  which  belonged  to  two 
•t^K  M  are  produced  by  a  public  enemy;  or  such  as  <*olleclioa  districts  ;  one  of  the  collectors  of  which 
htjrjis>n  without  any  design  or  negligence,  and  such  as  t  '■•fs''*^^  within  the  territory  thus  occupied,  and 
b^V"-"  fores'Rht  and  prudence  could  not  prevent  or  |  '^e  other  just  without  it,  although  five-sixllisof  the 
(jfeiUfol.  A  fire  which  produces  the  destruction  of  a  ,  territory  attached  to  his  district  was  in  possessioQ 
EyUij*;,  under  circumstances  like  the  present  case,  is  of  the  enemy.  It  was  the  duty  of  those  collect- 
hjjjd  by  the  di8tingui»hed  author  upon  the  law  of  bail-  '  ors,  according  to  law.  to  proceed  io  the  collection 
iJv;nj-<,  to  be  an  inevitable  misfortune,  an  inevitable  of  the  duties.  These  duties,  the  British  Gov- 
■KiJent.  It  is  thererbre  believed  that,  if  the  fact  be  ernor.  Sherbrooke,  as  gentlemen  had.  no  doubt, 
^^^mdered  as  established,  that  the  fire  proceeded  from  '  seen  in  the  public  papers,  had  required  the  col- 
t*  Souse  of  Jackson,  the  United  States  are  not  liable  |  lectors  lo  pay  over  lo  his  officers  established  at 
l,|t!-e  petitioner  under  the  covenant  |  Castine  or   Eastport  ;  ai.d   with   this   reouisition 

♦fc/lnr  ^^'r^*^'  however,  by  the  committee,  that  ,he  collectors  must  comply,  or  suffer  confiscation 
X  iiS^n  ";'  ''able,  considering  the  claim  of  L,f  ihe.r  property;  on  the  other  hand,  they  would 

at^D  r.'/hTh"  ,T"^H  :\l  ^r"  "•  '!  'l  ^"^'^'^  »"ei;  duty,  according  lo  law  if  thev  did 
Xcipted  to  he  shov^m   by  her  that  the  fire  originated  I  „„.    .  i  .1  n  it  1  '  • 

J^  cfesign.  with  a  cnminal  intention  to  destfoy  the  '  "^'  ^''^^^^  r"  ^''^\^ '^^  '^''•"O"-  ."^  .^''''''d  to 
Jwujp  and  the  public  papers,  either  bv  some  person  '  '^'T^  '^**"'  ^'°"V  \*^''  disagreeable  alternative, 
fjirtojed  in  the  office,  or  some  other  incendiary.  If  ""'^  '°  P"'  ''  ""'  "'  "'e  power  of  the  British  Gov- 
»^»':«  destroyed  by  the  former,  the  Government  can-  ♦'r""»«'."'  to  tax  the  people  through  the  iDlervea- 
T^l.^be  considered   liable;  the   principal  who  employs     "O"  «'  American  officers. 

t*e  agent  is  liable  for  injuries  sustained  by  his  negli-  !  ^^^-  Wrioht,  of  Maryland,  said,  there  was  no 
(5»iKe  or  on.ission  of'Juty,  but  not  for  the  commission  novelty  in  this  proposition,  as  precedents  might 
tj  His  crimes.  \  be  found  for  it  in  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Con- 

.^If-an  officer  or  ageot  of  the  Government,  in  his  offi-  I  gress.  Whenever  a  district  was  m  possession  of 
^il  .-apacity,  does  an  injury  to  an  individual,  by  neg-  ihe  enemy,  some  provision  of  this  kind  ought  to 
IjLUng  lo  do  that  whiih  a  man  ordinarily  attentive  to  hi."  I  be  interposed  to  relieve  the  people  as  well  as  the 

collectors,  Mr.  \V.  was  for  doing  equal  justice 
loall;  for  considering  the  peoj)le  of  all  parts  of 
Ihe  Union  as  one  great  family — and,  in  regard  to 
this  qiiesiioQ,  he  was  willing  to  begin  with  Mas- 
sachusetts, anything  in  her  denunciations  of  the 
General  Government  lo  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Afier  a  few  words  of  explanation   from   Mr. 
Wilson,  the  resolution  was  agreed  lo — 79  lo  42. 


<#VK  business  would  Iiave  done,  it  is  believed  the  Gov 
/^niiient  ouj^ht,  perhaps,  to  be  liable;  but  if  one  who 
^j(|pens  to  be  in  public  employment  commits  acts 
Xrl«>nious  in  themselves,  in  con.<«equence  of  which  an 
'*Ui^jy  accrues  to  thitd  persons,  it  is  not  believed  the 
.Q.j*emment  is  liable.  If  the  fire  was  communicated 
%  rte  latter,  the  act  )ti«elf  would  be  highly  criminal  in 
l^e  Jndividual,  and  fr,r  which  he  might  be  punished  hy 
tifii'triminal  law  of  she  country.  But  it  is  believed 
WM  the  civil  injury  would  be  merged  in  the  felony ; 
^tf  it  is  considered  doubtful,  at  least,  whether  he,  if 
f'lscovered,  would  be  liable  for  the  civil  injury  ;  but 
yjeje  can  be  no  doubt,  that   the  Government  would 

;*l/pon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that, 

4  «o  individual  stoo.l  in  the  place  of  the  Government 

^♦1   this  case,  the  petitioner,   from  her  own  showing, 

|fybld  be  without  any  remedy  against  him  ;  and  they 

/^no«i'e   that   the  rule  applicable  to  the  case  of  indi- 

:|j)d<.als  is  the  best  U,  adopt  between   the  Government 

:^j>d  individu&ls;  thejr  are  of  opinion  that  sound  prin- 

:j|i|«(t^8  of  policy  and  ;iustice  require  that  the  prayer  of 

'«ai\petitionerbedi8aClowed  ;  they  therefore  recommend 

tjb  ^e  House  the  following  resolution  : 

-  Jfcsolved.  'J'hat  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 

'()ot;-to  be  granted. 

'':,   '    SUSPENSIO.X  OF  DIRECT  TAX,  &c. 

^-  Mr.  WiL«ON,  of.Massachuseits.  offered  forcon- 
^deration  the  following  resolution  : 


Tuesday,  November  1. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  ihe  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  papers  lost  or  destroyed  from  the 
Treasury  in  consequence  of  the  incursion  of  the 
enemy  on  the  24th  day  of  August  last ;  whereby 
it  appears  mat  no  papers  essential  lo  the  adjusl- 
menl  of  pending  accounts,  or  of  material  value, 
were  lost  or  destroyed. 

The  resolution  '  requesting  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  lo  re.  ommend  a  day  of  public 
humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer,"  was  read  a  third 
lim*',  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Manu- 
facturing Company  uf  Alexandria,  in  tiie  District 
ol  Columbia,  being  called  up  by  Mr.  Kent,  of 
Maryland,  passed   through  a  Commiiiee  of  the 
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Whole,  Rod  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  of 
New  Hampshire,  was  recommitted  to  the  District 
Committee. 

THE  FLOTILLA  MEN. 

The  House  resumed   the  consideration  of  the  1 
bill   for  allowing   coinpens.ition    lo   Commodore  j 
Barney's  officers  and  men,  for   the   loss  of  their 
clothinir,  «tc. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  look  occasion  lo  ^ 
read   the  following  letter  he  had   received   from 
Commodore  Barney  since   this  subject  was  last 
under  consideration  : 

Baltimobk,  October  30,  1814.       \ 

Sir:  It  was  not  until  this  morning  that  I  saw  ai 
short  sketch  of  the  debate  on  the  "flotilla  bill."  I{ 
was  much  surprised  at  what  was  said  on  that  occasion  ; 
for  it  is  well  known  when  orders  were  given  lo  blow 
up  the  flotilla,  that  the  enemy  were  firing  upon  them 
from  forty  barges  with  cannon  and  rockets,  and  had 
landed  a  body  of  marines  at  I'ig  Point,  within  a  mile 
of  the  flotilla.  The  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  me  were,  to  keep  the  flotilla  above  the  enemy,  ' 
and  if  they  attempted  to  march  for  Washington,  lo  land 
my  men,  leaving  sufficient  to  destroy  the  flotilla  if  at- 
tacked. On  Sunday  21  si  of  .\ugu8t,  finding  the  en- 
emy on  the  road  to  the  Wood  Yard,  direct  for  Wash-  I 
ington,  I  landed  upwards  of  four  hundred  men,  leaving  ' 
only  eight  men  in  each  barge  to  take  care  of  them  or  1 
destroy  them  as  the  case  might  be,  hut  by  no  means 
to  suffer  them  lo  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ; 
most  of  the  baggage  and  all  the  bedding  of  the  men  ' 
which  were  landed  was  left  on  board,  not  wishing  to 
encumber  my  men  with  much  baggage.  On  Monday 
morning  the  22d,  we  joined  the  Army  at  the  Wood 
Yard,  where  I  found  the  marine  corps  and  five  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
had  had  the  precaution  to  send  forward  from  Wash- 
ington and  place  under  my  command.  I  need  not  re- 
late our  services  afterwards;  but  when  the  flotilla  was 
blown  up,  we,  and  not  the  enemy,  "  were  a  day's  march 
from  it" — of  course  could  not  save  the  baggage.  So  far 
from  being  able  to  get  "further  up  the  river,"  as  was 
said,  the  vessels  were  aground  and  blown  up  in  that 
situation  ;  and  as  to  having  time  to  save  the  baggage, 
so  contrary  is  the  truth,  that  several  of  the  men  were 
taken  prisoners  in  the  act  of  destroying  the  flotilla,  and 
still  remain  so.  Much  more  might  be  said  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  the  Winter  coming  on  imperiously  calls  for 
some  assistance  to  thes«  unfortunate  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.C., 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 

Hon.  Mr.  Pleasants. 

The  amendment  pending  when  this  subject 
was  last  before  the  House,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson,  the  word 
'•oflBcers"  was  stricken  out  of  the  bill— 53  to  47. 
His  reason  was,  that  it  would  set  a  bad  precedent 
for  remuneration  of  officers  in  other  cases  where 
ihey  should  lose  baggage,  which  frequently  oc- 
curred. 

The  bill  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 


Wednesoav,  November  2. 
A   new   member,  to   wit:    from    New  Jersey 
Thomas  Bines,  elected   in  the  place  of  Jacob 


Hufty,  deceased,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Chester  district 
South  Carolina,  remonstrating  against  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath, 
which  they  consider  as  injurious  to  the  morals 
and  civil  welfare  of  the  people.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  lo 
whom  like  petitions  from  other  quarters  have 
been  referred. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  nelly  officers  and 
seamen  under  the  command  of^  Captain  Joshua 
Barney,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

BOUNTY  TO  PRIVATEERS. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  a 
bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  privateers, 
for  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  destroyed  at  sea,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  R.  staled  his  object,  in  moving  this  resolu- 
tion, lo  be,  in  the  first  [ilace,  lo  operate  on  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy;  in  the  second,  to  pre- 
serve lo  our  country  the  services  oi  the  .seamen, 
who,  by  manning  the  prize  vessels,  were  fre- 
(juently  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  as  far  as  pos- 
sible retained  by  him  in  his  possession,  and  with- 
held from  exchange.  There  were  other  cogent 
reasons  why  such  a  measure  ought  lo  be  adopted,  , 
viz:  10  give  encouragement  to  a  species  of  war- 
fare which  the  enemy  most  sensibly  felt,  &c. 
Whatever  were  the  general  impressions  of  gen- 
tlemen in  relation  to  privateering,  ihis  measure 
was  peculiarly  proper  in  relation  to  us.  because  at 
present  the  enemy  has  all  the  commerce  of  the 
world,  and  we  have  none. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

WAR  MEASURES. 

The  House,  according  lo  the  order  of  the  day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  lo  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who 
may  associate  and  organize  themselves,  and  offer 
their  .serivices  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through  as  far  as 
the  section  which  declares  that,  after  having 
served  out  their  nine  months,  they  should  not  be 
held  liable  for  a  longer  period — 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  expressed 
his  regret  at  being  called  upon  to  vote  partially 
on  the  system  reported  by  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, of  which  this  was  only  a  subordinate  feature. 
But,  in  any  view,  he  was  desirous  to  know  whe- 
ther the  provision  immediately  under  considera- 
tion contemplated  the  exemption  of  such  persons, 
in  consequence  of  their  nine  months'  service,  from 
any  classification  or  draught  which  might  apply 
generally  lo  all  the  people?  Whilst  on  the  one 
hand  it  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  get  volun- 
teers unless  they  were  in  some  degree  exempted 
from  militia  service  by  volunteering,  it  would  oo 
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the  oft^l  band  be  a  fatal  objection  to  this  system, 
it',  for\niiie  months'  voluntary  service,  they  are  to 
be  ej^nripied  from  all  luture  service  or  draught. 
He  rifpe^ted  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  act  on 
the  MfhiHe  system  at  ooce.  and  not  first  to  act  on 
the  s^hs'idiary  force  proposed  by  this  bill,  and  af- 
terw3»<d.t  on  the  fuundation,  the  regular  force. 

M^-'Troop  repeated,  that  the  Military  Com- 
mittef.  ronvened  for  ibe  purpose,  this  morning, 
of  dc»)mng  whether  it  would  be  proper  first  to 
art  0)j  tiie  two  bills  which  accompanied  this  bill, 
had  d*>cjded  that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  pres- 


Mr.  Trodp  said  he  should  be  glad  if  the  gentle* 
men  from  the  Western  country  would  settle  this 
question  among  themselves.  They  best  knew 
what  term  of  service  would  be  most  agreeable. 
The  object  was  to  get  the  men;  and  the  period 
most  agrt-eable  to  those  disposed  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice would  certainly  be  the  best. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  stated  that  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  proposed  the  period  of  twelve 
months  as  the  minin)um  of  service — the  men 
would,  according  to  the  bill,  if  amended  as  pro- 
posed, serve  not  less  than  twelve  months — which 
enl  li.  i^ostpone  taking  up  these  bills.  The  rea- 1  period  certainly  embraced  a  longer  term  of  ser- 
sons  "^Isch  produced  this  decision  were,  that  the  vice,  if  it  should  be  found  as  easy  to  obtain  the 
subjcit  *of  raising  men  was  a  very  difficult  one,  j  men  under  it. 

insofniwh  that  it  presented,  at  best,  a  choice  of  |  The  motion  to  strike  out  nine  and  insert  twelve 
diffie^l^es.    Tnty  had  enderstood,  aUo.  that  there  j  was  agreed  to— 57  to  55. 

was  s^  probability  thai,  through  some  channel  or  I  The  bill  having  been  further  amended  and  the 
otheriarjoiher  plan  than  that  adopted  and  reported     blanks  filled — 

by  ihv  .\dilitary  Committee  would  be  presented  to  .  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  inquired,  whether  it 
the  fpiise.  It  had  been  deemed  proper  to  give  had  been  the  intention  of  the  Military  Committee 
the  l^3nse  an  opportunity  of  seeing  all  ine  plans  [  that  single  regiments  only  should  be  raised  of  this 
whirii  CDuld  be  offered,  that  they  might  select  the  j  description  of  force  ?  If  otherwise,  whether  any 
bestj.tltai  IS.  the  onff^'whieh  should  be  subject  to  '  provision  was  intended  to  be  made  for  general 
the  t"J*»^st  difficulties.     With  this  view  they  had  '  officer.s? 


deterwi'iiied  to  postpone  for  a  few  days  the  con- 
sideration of  the  other  bills.  As  to  the  section  to 
whic^i  the  gentleman  objected,  it  had  no  refer- 
enceywftatever  lo  an  exemption  from  draught, 
and  \3t;fi  perhaps  in  iiseif  mere  surplusage,  its  ob- 
ject li*"i(^.g  only  to  define  more  accurately  the  term 
of  sc^v-'je  of  tlbe  proposed  force,  which  was  in- 
ten(W|d  \o  substitute  frequent  requisitions  of  mili- 
tia fiiCf-,  than  which  u  was  believed  this  would 
be  %^mbre  efficient,  atLd   probably,  from   its  pro 


Mr.  Troup  replied,  that  that  was  a  point  which 
the  Committee  had  not  taken  under  considera- 
tion ;  as  the  bill  now  stood,  it  only  contemplated 
the  acceptation  of  these  volunteers  by  regiments, 
battalions,  and  companies,  who  would  of  course 
be  placed,  when  necessary,  from  their  numbers  or 
the  nature  of  the  service,  under  regular  general 
officers. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  moved  lo  add  as  an 
amendment  to  the   bill  a  new  section  in  nearly 


tract^   terra   of;  service,  a   much  cheaper  force,    the  following  words 

The-"J*ubjecl  of  general  or  partial  exemption  fronj  "  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  officers,  non- 
draujlflir.  would  properly  enter,  if  deemed  expe-  ;  commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  whose  services  are 
dient.  into  the  gfnoral  classification  bill.  j  accepted   under  the  authority  of  this   act,   who   shall 

Mtt  EiOWNDE3i  rejoined,   that  to   the   particular  ;  serve   for  two   years,   shall    be  exempted  from  militia 
sect'ipr.  under  cciusideration,  as  explained  by  .Mr.  |  service  during  the  present  war." 
TRfjiP.  he  had  uo  sort  of  objection.  Mr.  Troup  suggested  the  propriety  of  deferring 

M»-  Troup  moved  to  strike  out  nine  months  i  a  motion  of  this  kind  until  the  bill  for  classifica- 
(th«^irbposed  term  of  service)  and  insert  twelve.  '  tion  should  be  taken  up,  when  it  would  b^  prop- 
Mi-  Uesha.  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  motion,  I  erly  determined  who  should  and  who  should  not 
becu'^se  he  saivl  nine  months  was  enough  for  one  i  b^  exempt  from  Ms  operation.  What  would  be 
caniMi^^rn.  arid  twelve  months  too  littTe  for  two.  ]  the  effect  of  such  a  provision  in  this  bill  on  any 
If  thji  ti?ne  wa^  e;[iendeH.  heshould  prefer  eighteen  future  act  respecting  the  militia,  he  could  not.  nor 
moni^i-..  which  should  trmbrace  two  campaigns.  could  any  person  now  determine.  He  therefore 
Ml".  JoHN80?j,  of  Kentucky,  assigned  the  reason  thought  the  subject  would  come  more  fairly  and 
why^hv  Committee  on  Military  Affiirs  had  de-  j  properly  before  the  House,  when  the  other  bill 
termjntjd   to  propose  to  change  the  term  of  ser-  i  should  be  taken  up. 

vice^Vnm  nine  to  twt^lve  months.  It  was,  that  |  .Mr.  P^orsyth  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
thre^njonths  misht  be  afforded  for  discipline  and  say  what  would  be  done  in  relation  to  the  bill  his 
insirlcMon  in  the  evolutions  neces'-ary  in  the  |  colleague  had  alluded  to.  Whether  the  bill  would 
facewt*  ^n  enemy  before  they  were  called  into  |  ever  pass  the  House  he  could  not  say.  The  ten- 
theif,-ii;  and  the  remaining  nine  months  would  j  dency  of  the  proposition  he  had  offered  would  be 
cove^a?  Summer  and  P'all  camjtaign.  i  to  increase  the  length  of  the  term  of  service — to 

.M»  HoPKiNa;  of  Kentucky,  said  heshould  vote  induce  a  great  number  to  engage  for  two  years 
t  the  proposed  amendment,  because  he  was  ,  instead  of  one.  If  he  could  be  certain  the  bill  in 
U.V  of  inserting  eighteen  in  lieu  of  twelve  question  would  pass,  and  if  it  did  pass,  that  such 
IS      He  b^ieved  that  corps  of  this  descrip-    a  provi>ion  as  this  would  be  attached  to  it,  .Mr. 


n<ght   he   as   easily  obtained   for   eighteen 
)s  or  two  years  as  for  any  other  term  ;  and 

nger  the  period  of  their  service  the  more 

i^iey  would  certainly  be. 


F.  said  he  would  withdraw  his  motion.     But  as 
these  points  were  both  doubtful,  he  must  insist 
on  his  motion. 
Mr.  Troup  then  ^aid  he  would  stale  candidly 
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the  point  of  his  objection  to  this  motion.  The 
bill  now  under  consideration  was  not  intended  to 
substitute  that  particular  kind  of  force  which  this 
House  must  rely  mainly  on  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  war.  If  it  was  intended  to  substitute  a 
Tolunteer  for  a  regular  force,  such  a  provision 
would  be  well  worthy  of  consideration.  But  so 
long  as  he  hoped  no  one  entertained  such  an 
idea,  he  feared  such  an  amendment  as  this  would. 
«t  the  same  time  that  it  would  make  the  amount 
of  volunteer  force  unnecessarily  great,  tend  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  the  regular  force  which 
might  be  raised  by  draught,  &c. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  sorry 
lo  differ  from  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee in  relation  to  this  amendment.  He  thought 
it  a  very  proper  one.  It  would  afford  a  great  in- 
ilucement  to  per.sons  to  volunteer  for  two  years; 
and  It  was  his  opinion.  .Mr.  J.  said,  that  volun- 
teers for  two  years  were  as  efficient  a  force  as 
any  we  could  have,  and  equal  in  every  respect  to 
regular  force.  If  we  had  an  army  of  an  hundred 
thousand  men  of  this  description,  we  should  not 
■want  a  single  regular  soldier. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  in  reply  to  the  argument, 
that  too  many  volunteers  might  be  called  forth 
by  such  a  provision,  that  the  President  had  the 
power  to  limit  the  number. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Forsyth  was  adopted 
by  the  following  vote,  viz:  For  the  amendment, 
64;  against  it.  51. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  the  daily 
compensation  of  the  volunteers  was  changed  from 
twenty-six  and  two-third  cents  to  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  day. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  extend  to 
privates  kilted  during  the  service,  the  same  pro- 
visions for  the  relief  of  their  widows  and  chil- 
dren, as  is  provided  in  the  bill  for  officers'  families. 

To  this  motion  it  was  objected,  by  Mr.  Troup. 
that  to  adopt  this  amendment  would  be  to  place 
privates  in  this  corps  on  a  different  fooling  from 

Erivates  in  any  other  corps  in  the  service  of  the 
Inited  States,  in  regard  to  whom  the  Senate  had 
uniformly  rejected  every  provision  of  the  kind 
proposed  by  this  House. 

The  motion  of  Mr,  Kilbourn  was  negatived — 
35  only  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  ih^bill. 
The  several  amendments  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  the  bill 
was  further  amended,  in  that  part  providing  land 
bounty  to  accrue  when  discharged,  so  as  to  read 
"when  honorably  discharged." 

Mr.  KiLBOURN  renewed  the  motion  he  had  un- 
successfully made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
remarking  that  he  did  not  believe  it  had  been 
understood  by  many  gentlemen,  and  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  it. 

The  motion  was  now  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  88. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended — 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky, 
that  he  desired  to  propose  an  amendment  going 
•to  place  volunteers,  during  the  war,  on  the  same 


terms  as  to  bounty  in  money  and  land  ns  our  other 
troops;  which  amendment  he  desired  time  to 
prepare;  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  November  3. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Virginia,  Dan- 
iel Shuffey,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  reported  without 
amendment  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  President  to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built 
the  vessels  therein  described;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kilbourn,  of  Ohio,  said,  having  observed 
that  there  was  much  difficulty  in  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  Army,  and  believing  that  to  attain  that 
highly  important  object,  nothing  could  more 
greatly  conduce  than  a  provision  for  the  families 
of  those  who  3ie  in  the  service,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding, by  law,  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  children 
of  all  such  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  as  shall  be  killed,  or  die  of  wounds  received 
in  the  public  service,  in  any  of  the  corps  composing 
the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

After  some  conversation,  in  the  course  of  which 
it  appeared  that  a  resolution  embracing  partially 
the  objects  of  this  motion,  had  been  passed  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session — the  resolution  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
volunteer  bill;  which  was  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Troup,  so  as  to  authorize  the  acceptance 
of  volunteers  for  the  war,  to  receive  the  same 
bounty  and  in  other  respects  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  fooling  as  persons  enlisted  for  the  war.  And, 
thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

PROVISION  FOR  COLLECTORS. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution: 

I  "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
some  provision  for  the  support  of  such  collectors  and 
other  officers  of  the  custoxua,  as  are  deprived  of  it  by 

I  the  war." 

I  This  motion  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Yapjcey, 
!  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  an 
improper  mode  of  proceeding;  if  the  persons 
•holding  sub-offices  cannot  be  satisfied  with  their 
,  emoluments,  they  had  the  option  to  resign ;  on 
I  the  other  hand,  if  the  emol  uments  were  too  small 
I  it  was  for  the  Government  to  recommend  their 
increase. 

To  this,  Mr.  Ingersoll  replied,  that,  if  the 
subject  were  inquired  into,  it  would  be  found, 
that  so  far  from  affording  a  support,  many  of  the 
offices  of  the  revenue  were  a  burden  on  those 
holding  them,  and  a  tax  on  their  private  resources. 
Such  certainly  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress 
in  constituting  the  offices,  and  it  rested  with  the 
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Hou^  to  say  whether  they  would  not  examine 
into  ftie  subject. 

TIk  resolution  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

$  -•  JCDICIAhY  SYSTEM. 

Mil  ^*I8K,  of  Vermont,  called  up  the  bill  to 
ameiLi  the  judiciary  system,  in  which  he  was 
partu^aljirly  interested,  on  account  of  a  provision 


THE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  resolution  appointin<T  a  corr>- 
roittee  to  invfsiij:ate  the  capture  of  thi.s  city.  He 
had  been,  and  yet  was,  very  auxiou*  to  hear  the 
report  of  that  committee.  The  chairman  of  that 
committee  (Mr.  Johnson)  had  the  other  day  as- 
signed ilie  reason  why  the  report  of  that  commit- 
tee had  been  delayed,  which  whs.  that  letters  had 
been  written  to  Generals  Armstrong  and  Winder 
10  which  answers  had  not  yet  been  received. 
With  submission  to  the  committee,  he  knew  not 
why  application  liad  been  made  to  those  sources 
for  information.     Did  they  expect  iho<e   persons 

featu^,'s  of  that  bill,  he  was  desirous,  before  it  was  ;  '°  furnish  proofs  of  their  own  imbecility  or  mis- 

acleAon.  to  consult  the  opinions  of  the  judges  of  '  conduct  . 

the!  -  •     •  -     ■•     '  '"-    ^ 


j^«t«ins  resp€cting  »he  further  enforcing  the 
j*^laws  and  strengthening  the  hands  of  those 
(tuty  It  IS  to  prevent  intercourse  with  the 
enen^.t 


It    C(\«t 

reveiiui 

enen^.t 

M«  IJJGEHSOLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  reported 
the  bll.'was  opposed  loading  on  it  at  proent; 
becaije!  on  account  of  the  importance  of  several 


upreme  Court  ando'ihers.and  if  he'could,to        t^''-   S-  ^^^  proceeding,  when   the   Speaker 
tiieir  assistance  and  support  to  it   (tc.  j  '■^mmded  him  there  was  no  motion    before  the 


s  order  of  the  day  was  postponed  ;  and  no 
'  ysiness  being  brought  forward,  the  House 

riH- 
>  — ' 

J  ';  Friday,  November  4. 

Ot)4aK)tion  of  Mr.  Jenni.nos, 
He^^d,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  in 


Hou-i 

Mr.  S,  then  moved  that  the  committee  be  re- 
quested to  make  a  report  on  this  subject  as  early 
as  possible,  notwithstanding  they  may  not  have 
received  answers  to  all  the  letters  they  had 
written. 

Whilst  Mr.  S.  was  reducing  this  motion  to 
writing — 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  to  the  gen- 


quirt^tno  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Sec 

reiar  i  ftr  the  Dcparlmvnt  of  State  to  cause  the  \  ileman  the  propriety  of  deferring  ins  motion  until 
Lawfl.^r  the  United  States,  passed  or  to  be  passed  ,he  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation 
durinj^  the  present  or  any  luture  session  of  the  j  should  be  in  his  seat,  which  he  was  not  at  present. 
Congas  of  the  United  Stales,  to  be  printed  in  i  Mr.  Smith  said  he  had  no  objection  to  defer 
two  .^f  the  puMic  newspapers  in  each  of  the  his  motion  for  the  present;  and.  indeed,  if  the 
Terrlj[cTries  of  the  United  States,  with  leave  to  !  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  be  good  enough 
repo^>  ^y  bill,  or  otherwise.  n,  communicate  liis  sentiments  on  this  subject  to 

M^  jENNi.NGS,  Mr.  BlE.nnedy,  Mr.  Shipherd.  1  his  colleague,  it  might  save  the  necessity  of 
Mr.  f  H^ENS,  and  Mr.  Farrow,  were  appointed  making  the  motion  at  all.  The  crisis  to  which 
a  cor|r{^iiee.  i  our  affairs  had  arrived  required,  he  said,  a  prompt 

Mi^i.Ewis.  of ;Virginia,  presented   the  petition  '  examination  of  such  events  as  that  which  had 
of  ai^rijabuant  f,f  Fairfax  county,  Virginia,  pray-    occurred  at  this  place. 
ing  cj^rnpensaliois  lor  a  horse   belonging  to   him,  i 

forci^y  taken  t'r<)m  him  during  the  late  incursion  |  THE    VOLUNTEER  BILL. 

of  il^  fjnemy  to*  this  place  by  an  officer  of  the  5  The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  accept 
Uniial-*5tates  ;  ijnd  also  the  petition  of  Thomas  the  services  of  volunteer  corps,  which  shall  asso- 
Ewejj,  pianagerjand  principal  proprietor  of  the  ciale  and  organize  themselves,  was  announced  for 
Anafj*sfa  bridge*  (over  the  Anacosia  or  Eastern    a  third  reading. 

Branhhi)  prayiifg  indemnification  for  the  loss  Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York, for  reasons  which  he 
sustajifii  by  the:  burning  of  that  bridge  by  the  assigned,  moved  to  recommit  ihis  bill.  His  ob- 
GovJajneni  officers. —  Referred  to  Commiitee  of  jections  were  principally  to  the  clause  which 
Claii/-^  allowed  a  compensation  of  six  cents  and  a  quarter 

MHj  b^ENT.  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  "eslab-     per  day,  or   tweniy-two  dollars  and   eighty-one 
lishi A  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,"  (in  this  Dis-    cents  a  year,  or  double  that  sum  for  two  years,  to 
j  nhicli  was  twictj  read,  and  committed.  such  persons  as  should   arm    themselves,  for   the 

K;iLB0UHN.  of  Ohio,  called  up  the  resolution     use  of  arms,  inasmuch  as  the  arms  could  be  pur- 
'  &y  him    yesterday,  and    then   laid  on   the    chased  by  the  United  Slates  and   put  into   their 
Jijrecling  the  Milntary  Committee  to  con-    hands  (or  a  less  sum;  and  to  the  provision  which 
III*  expediency  of  providing  lor  the  families  ,  allowed  tiie  volunteers  a  greater  per  diem   com- 
y.^ie  soldiers  slain  in  service.  pensalion  for  their  services  than  was  now  allowed 

|K.  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  embrace  '  to  the  regulars. 

?^ular  soldiers  aud  volunteers  engaged  in  Mr.  Troup  objected  to  the  recommitment  oa 
the  s4vjce,  excluding  the  case  of  militia,  which  these  grounds;  for.  although  he  might  not  be 
has  a^eidy  been  referre^;!  to  the  Military  Commit-  J  wholly  pleased  with  some  features  of  the  bill,  he 
tee;  Jn.l,  so  modified,  the  motion  was  agreed  to.  ,  did  not  know  thai   they  would   be  improved   by 

Mr|TROUP,  of  Georgia,  gave  notice  that,  if  I  recommitment,  which  would  consume  much  time. 
oppo:tiJi^ity  offered,  he  would  to-morrow  call  up;  In  reply  to  the  objection  to  the  compensation  to 
the  b^>  ioT  classifying  the  male  papulation  of  the  j  those  who  arm  thera>elves,  he  said  it  would  have 
Unites  ipiates.  .  - 


'if 


much  more  weight  if  the  United  States  were  able 
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conveniently  to  furnish  them  ;  which,  howeren 
was  not  the  fact.  dec. 

.Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  favored  the  re- 
commitment, on  account  of  the  section  which 
exempts  two  years'  volunteers  from  all  further 
militia  duty,  to  which  they  both  had  decided  ob- 
jections. 

Mr.  Trotp  admitted  in  some  degree  the  force 
of  these  o»  jections  to  a  provision,  the  insertion  of 
which  he  had  himself  opposed.  And,  on  the 
question  being  taken,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  short  time  afterwards,  the  House  resolved 
ilself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill. 

Mr.  KiLBOCRN,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  out  the  clause  authorizing  the 
volunteers  to  be  commissioned  by  the  States,  as 
Wf  II  as  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates. 
His  object  was  to  obtain  uniformity  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  in  the  grades  of  commissions. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  motion 
from  various  reasons;  the  principal  of  which 
were,  that  the  Governors  of  States  disposed  to 
co-operate  with  the  General  Government,  having 
better  opportunities  of  information  of  personal 
character  in  their  States,  would  better  know  how 
to  dispose  of  commissions  properly;  that  there 
were  persons  whose  situation  might  be  incom- 
patible with  holding  commissions  under  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  who  would  not  be  precluded  from 
accepting  commissions  from  the  State<,  dec.  On 
the  other  hand,  volunteers  might  be  obtained  in 
some  Slates  hustile  to  the  General  Government, 
and  indisposed  to  commission  the  officers;  for 
which  case,  it  was  proposed  commissions  should 
be  given  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  yielding  to  the  force  of  one  or 
the  other  of  Mr.  Johnson's  reasons,  withdrew  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  renewed  it. 
He  did  so,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  law 
or  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  authorize  the 
commissioning  of  these  volunteers  by  the  States. 
The  volunteers  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  were  not. 
and  could  not  be  considered  as  militia,  but,  so 
long  as  they  were  in  service,  as  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  under  a  peculiar  or- 
ganization. 

This  motion  was  debated  at  some  length.  The 
affirmative  side  of  the  question  was  maintained 
by  Messrs.  Webster,  Grosvenor,  of  Nvw  York, 
and  Ingerholu,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  nega- 
tive by  Messrs.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  and  Sharp, 
of  Kentucky. 

This  discussion  turned  principally  on  the  dis- 
tinction between  militia  and  Stale  corps,  and  sol- 
diers, whether  enlisted  or  voluntarily  engaged, 
whether  regulars  or  volunteers.  On  one  hand,  it 
was  contended  that  the  Governors  had  constitu- 
tionally no  right  to  commission  volunteers  in  the 
service  of  the  States;  and,  on  the  other,  thai 
Congress  could  by  law  give  them  the  power  to 
commission  them  as  militia  volunteers,  and  then 
receive  them  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  motion  to  strike  out  the  words  "or  by  the 


States,"  from  that  clause  which  directs  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  officers  shall  be  commissioned, 
was  finally  agreed  to — ayes  S9. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  followed  up 
this  amendment  by  a  motion  to  strike  out  so  raucn 
of  the  bill  as  authorizes  the  volunteers  to  choose 
their  own  officers.  Such  an  amendment,  he  said, 
would  be  merely  formal,  because  the  indication 
of  the  wishes  of  the  volunteers,  in  this  respect, 
would  still  doubtless  regulate  the  appointments^ 
but  It  appeared  to  him  necessarily  lo  follow  the 
amendment  already  made. 

Mr.  Johnson  expressed  his  fears  of  the  effect 
of  these  amendments,  particularly  of  the  latter,  in 
entirely  defeating  the  intention  of  the  bill.  Be- 
sides spreading  a  ho«'.  of  officers  over  the  country, 
without  men  to  command,  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment will  be  to  tie  up  the  will  and  energies  of 
the  people,  which  had  never  yet  been  fairly  ap- 
pealed to,  and  again  to  resort  to  inefficient  meas- 
ures. The  amendment  now  proposed,  he  argued, 
would  take  the  soul  out  of  this  bill,  and  destroy 
its  utility. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  in  reply  to  the  objection  to  this 
amendment  that  it  would  create  an  army  of  offi- 
cers, said  there  was  no  fear,  certainly,  that  the 
President  would  commission  officers  before  men 
were  enrolled  for  their  command. 

This  motion  again  gave  rise  to  a  considerable 
debate,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  opposed  with 
much  warmth  and  force  by  Messrs.  J.  G.  Jackson, 
Troup,  and  Robertson,  and  advocated  by  .Messrs. 
Lowndes  and  Pickering. 

In  addition  to  what  is  already  slated,  the  prin- 
pal  argument  in  favor  of  one  motion,  was  the 
alleged  inability  of  Congress  to  place  the  power 
of  appointing  officers  to  command  troops  of  the 
United  States  in  any  other  hands  than  those  of 
the  Executive.  To  this  argument,  it  was  said  in 
reply,  that  it  might  be  allowed  to  have  some 
weight,  if  the  President  had  no  election  to  accept 
or  refuse  the  proffered  services  of  volunteers  thus 
organized;  but,  after  the  selection  by  the  volun- 
teers, the  power  of  confirmation  still  remained 
with  the  Executive,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  ac- 
cept or  reject  the  corps  so  organized.  Gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  force  contemplated  to  be  raised  by 
the  bill,  were  entreated  not  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  it  which  would  entirely  destroy  any 
efficiency  it  might  have  according  to  the  original 
plan. 

Mr.  Lowndes's  motion  having  been  rejected — 

Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 
thirty-three  and  a  third  cents,  the  daily  compen- 
sation proposed  to  be  allowed,  and  reinstate 
twenty-six  and  two-thirds,  the  rate  originally 
contained  in  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rich,  of  Ver- 
mont, and  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  on  the 
ground  that,  no  bounty  being  allowed  to  these 
volunteers,  their  pay  ought  to  be  higher  than  that 
of  the  regulars. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Irving  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Irving  also  moved  to  reduce  the  per  diem 
allowance  of  six  and  a  quarter  cents  to  each  man 
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for  I'^i  of  the  arms  with  which  the  volunteers 
sha^^Mpply  themselves;  this  allowance  he  con- 
^d  to  be  now  too  great.  This  motion  wa<, 
»Jme  remarks  of  Messrs.  Troop  and  Jack- 
^lu  opposition  to  it,  likewise  negatived  by  a 
i'  rjiajoriiy. 

Ir.iCANNON,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  motion 
go'b^l*^  require  the  volunteers  to  be  uniformly 
arn^'d.,  which  motion,  having  been  opposed  by 
Mr>Tjfioup  and  Mr.  Johnson  as  unnecessary  and 
ioe^oiiient,  w;is  negatived. 

C*tjt'r  amendments  were  proposed  and  nega- 
tive.'^ 

^f^.•CALHODN,  of  South  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  ^ike  out  the  section  of  the  bill  which  proposes 
ext^Htion  from  fuiuremiiitiaserviceforallthu.se 
wh*  fjiiall  volunteer  for  two  years.  Mr.  C.  advo- 
catMl  jhe  motion,  on  the  grounds  before  stated  in 
obi|ju.*tion  to  It  by  Mr.  Webster  and  himself. 

KJr,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  this  mo- 
tio5jf||  tall  suggested  a  modification  of  tlie  provision, 
so  cA?>'  the  volunteer  who  has  served  for  two  years 
sha^  (lot  be  liable  to  militia  draught  until  the 
wh.^r,  body  of  the  militia  id  his  Suie  have  served 
:for  ^  hke  terra, 

\lr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  moved  an  amend- 
men,,*-'m bodying  the  idea  of  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Joi^;dON,  which,  however,  was  not  in  order  until 
the^  ^tr^diog  question  was  decided. 

ftjr.  FoRs\TH,  of  Georgia,  warmly  opposed  this 
XDoUoti-  and  replied  to  those  who  advocated  it. 
Wi^H.ut  this  provisioa,  the  inducements  held  out 
in  f.^o  bill  werf  not  sufficient  to  call  forth  any 
nuwjkwfr  of  volunteers ;  and  he  denied  the  validity 
]f  of  the  objections  which  had  been  brought 
Li6t  it 

Pine    furthfr   debate   took    place,    when    Mr. 
t>DN'd  rn()tion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  com- 
f  agreed  io  strike  out  this  section. 
}j^r.  Hawkins  then  renewed  the  motion  be  had 
helfje  offered,  Tvhich  was  agreed  to. 

tmr.  GHOLsgN,  of  Virginia,  then  proposed  an 
amjbdraenl  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  a^ijhorize  tlje  President  to  receive  into  the  ser- 
yic5(9i  the  Uqited  States  volunteer  corps  organ- 
ize.^ under  the  authority  of  the  States. 

(^  this  muiion,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
bei^  equally  ilivided,  the  Chairman  decided  it  in 
the  fTega  live. 

'i^c  Commiitee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill ;  and 
thejjouse  irarpediatety  adjourned. 

V         .       

\'  Saturday,  Novembers. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts. 
SASfcr.L  Davis,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

'm^e  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
froil  the  Go»&rnorof  the  Indiana  Territory,  en- 
cloi^rjf;  the  credentials  of  Jonathan  Jennings, 
as  i^ic  Delegate  for  tliat  Territory  in  the  Four- 
teeAli':Congre»-s. 

M  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forijing  the  Hpuse  that  they  had  passed  the  three 
miijrfga  loan  bKli,  with  amendments.  On  motion 
of  yit:-  Jacksvn,  of  Virginia,  (the  chairman  of 
the^i^mraittee  of  Ways  and  Means  being  absent 
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from  indisiKwition.)  the  bill  and  amendments 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

TAX  ON  SALARIES,  Ac. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  oflered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lajing 
a  duty  on  all  salary  officers,  and  on  the  proffMional 
income  of  lawyers,  solicitors,  and  counsellors,  and  the 
legal  proceedings  of  civil  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  F.  said  it  appeared  to  him  while  Congress 
were  engaged  in  devising  taxes  on  every  descrip- 
tion of  articles,  there  were  a  number  of  officers 
under  high  salaries,  paying  comparatively  no 
taxes  to  the  Government,  whom  he  thought  ought 
to  be  taxed  in  some  way.  While  we  are  taxing 
the  poor  man  who  has  but  an  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  from  that  has  besides  to  maintain  a 
large  family,  where  is  the  propriety,  Mr.  F. 
asked,  of  exempting  a  man  who  receives  annual 
thousands,  and,  after  maintaining  his  family,  can 
lay  up  a  large  part  of  it?  The  object  of  Mr. 
F.  was  to  lay  a  certain  per  centage  on  the  sal- 
;try.  As  to  the  income  of  lawyers,  &c.,  he  thought 
them  equally  worthy  of  taxation,  &c. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Fahhow  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

THE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  understood 
that,  in  his  absence  from  the  House  yesterday,  an 
honorable  member  from  New  York  had  ex- 
pressed some  anxiety  to  know  what  progress  had 
been  made  by  the  committee  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  causes  of  the  capture  of  this  city  by 
the  enemy,  in  the  execution  of  that  duty.  In 
obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  committee  on 
that  subject,  who  at  all  times  were  anxious  and 
willing  to  satisfy  any  honorable  member  of  the 
House  in  his  reasonable  inquiries,  he  now  rose  to 
state  that  they  had  not  been  idle  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  committed  to  them.  But,  on  a  sub- 
ject so  interesting  and  so  important,  it  would 
have  been  improper  in  them  to  present  an  im- 
perfect development  of  events  which  had  been 
the  foundation  of  so  many  different  rumors.  And 
to  enable  the  House  to  judge  of  the  labor  im- 
posed on  this  committee,  he  made  the  following 
statement  of  the  papers  before  that  committee, 
dec. 

Communicationa  received  by  the  Committee  of  Invea- 
tigation,  viz  .• 

let.  General  Winder's  rrport,  accompanied  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  letters  to  GoTernors  of 
Stales,  regular  and  militia  officers,  dec,  pp.  96. 

2d.   Report  from  the  War  Department,  sheets  34. 

3«l.  Reports  from  the  Navy  Departraent.  accompa- 
nied by  twenty-one  letters  to  various  officers  and  per- 
sons, pp.  3'J. 

4th.  Report  of  General  Smith  of  District  militia, 
accompanied  nith  a  few  letters,  pp.  23. 

5lh.  General  Armstrong's  letter,  accompanied  by 
two  or  three  letters,  pp.  20. 

6th.  Richard  Rush's  report,  pp.  21. 


7th.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Cabinet,  pp.  5. 

8th,  Report  from  the  Corporation  of  Alexandria, 
accompanied  with  nineteen  letters,  pp.  16. 

9th.  Two  reports  from  the  Ordnance  Department. 

lOlh.  Extimates  of  the  value  of  public  property  de- 
stroyed, (excluding  the  Navy  Yard.) 

llih.  Report  from  the  superintending  Surgeon,  pp. 
10. 

12lh.  Thirty-five  letters  from  various  persons,  (Gen- 
eral Hungerford.  Colonel  Tayloe,  Captain  Caldwell, 
Captain  Burch,  dec.)  upon  subjects  relating  to  the 
object  of  the  inquiry,  making  together  eleven  reports, 
containing  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pages,  and 
two  hundred  and  ten  letters,  besides  daily  and  almost 
hourly  interviews  with  persons  upon  the  subject 

Letterit  and  reports  yet  expected. 

Letters  from  Colonel  Monroe,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Pinkney,  General  Van  Ness,  (Jeneral  Siansbury; 
an  estimate  of  the  public  property  destroyed  at  the 
Navy  Yard  ;  a  letter  from  General  Douglass;  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  martial  over  Captain  Dyson  ;  a 
letter  from  John  Law,  dec. 

This  statement  and  enumeration,  Mr.  J.  said 
he  hoped  would  satisfy  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  and  the  House  that  the  committee  have  not 
unnecessarily  delayed  a  report.  They  would 
make  a  report  at  as  early  a  day  as  was  consistent 
with  a  due  discharge  of  their  duty. 

PETITION  OF  THOMAS  CUTTS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  of 
North  Carolina,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Cutts,  of  the  District  of 
Maine.  Further  evidence  on  the  claim  was  read. 
Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Pickens, 
of  the  same  State,  Mr.  Alexander,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  lu  favor  of 
the  report  of  the  committee,  (unfavorable  to  the 
petitioner,)  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  King,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Hulbert,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  and 
Mr.  Grosvbnor,  of  New  York. 

This  was  strictly  a  legal  discussion,  and  con- 
ducted with  great  ability  on  both  sides,  and  at 
considerable  length.  The  case  is  as  follows:  Mr. 
Cutts  purchased  at  a  marshal's  sale  certain  prop- 
erty, of  which  he  was  dispossessed  in  due  pro- 
cess of  law  by  a  third  person.  He  prays  of  the 
United  States  reimbursement  of  money  paid  to 
their  officer  for  the  purchase  aforesaid  and  inter- 
est thereon,  together  with  costs  incurred  in  de- 
fending the  suit. 

The  question,  on  the  amendment  going  to  re- 
verse the  report  of  the  committee,  was  at  length 
decided  in  the  negative.  For  the  amendment 
55,  against  it  79. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  then  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  report  81,  against 
it  58,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnelt,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell,   Clark,  Comstock,   Condict,    Conard,   Crawford, 


Crouch,  Culhbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Duvall.Earle,  Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gbol- 
son,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford, 
Ingersoll,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU.  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  and  Yancey. 
Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts.  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler.  Caperton,  Cil- 
ley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Ely, 
Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Markell,  .McKee,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Peanon, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Schureinan,  Sheffey,  Shipberd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

THE  VOLUNTEER  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  such  volunteer  corps  as 
shall  organize  themselves  and  offer  their  services 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendments  having  been  all  agreed  to, 
until  that  came  under  consideration  which  goes 
to  strike  out  the  twelfth  section,  which  is  in  the 
following  words : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  privates,  accepted  under  the 
authority  of  this  act,  who  shall  serve  two  years  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  exempted  from 
militia  duty  during  the  present  war." 

On  the  question  to  strike  out  this  section,  to 
which  he  was  decidedly  opposed,  Mr.  Hawkins 
required  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Fi6K,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  erasure  of 
this  section.  He  deplored  the  errors  of  a  false 
economy,  which  had  pervaded  the  measures  of 
Congress  from  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  which  he  saw  with  regret  in  the  determma- 
lion  to  withhold  this,  the  only  inducement  to  vol- 
unteer under  this  bill.  The  section  proposed  to 
introduce  no  new  principle;  for  exemptions  were 
already  recognised  by  law  in  particular  cases, 
and  in  none  more  rightfully  than  this.  If  they 
went  on  by  scanty  means,  as  they  had  heretofore 
done,  the  war  might  continue  not  only  two  years, 
but  ten  times  two,  &c. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  some 
length,  and  with  much  force  in  favor  of  retain- 
ing this  section,  which  he  believed  vital  to  the 
utility  of  the  bill.  He  addressed  himself  to  the 
majority  of  the  House;  for,  as  to  the  minority, 
tliey  were  opposed  to  the  Administration  and  to 
war,  and  could  not  be  expected  to  go  along  with 
those  who  supported  either.     What,  said  he,  do 
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■wej-^iw  want?     We  want  soldiers,  and  expect 
to  (•5)}£in  them  under  this  bill,  and  under  another 
of  ^  vnore  energetic  character   now   before  this 
Hojise.     Appeals  to  the  pitriolisra  of  the  coun- 
iry^tv  volunteers,  said   Mr.  H.,  are  beautiful  in 
soiAi^  ;  they  please   the  ear;  but,  when   brought 
to  tjji^  test,  this  species,  of  patriotic  spirit  may  be 
wo|^   out   by  too  severe  a  pressure.     Jf  Govern- 
meij^L  rests  its   claims   to  the  services  of  its  citi- 
zen^ exclusively  on   Lhe  patriotism  of  the  coun- 
tryJrip  the  time  of  most  need  they  will  be  found 
mo*:  wanti0:r.  In  particular  sections  of  the  coun- 
try^ particular    classes   of  men    had    borne    the 
bri»i   of  the   war  by  voluntary  contributions  of 
serfece.  as   far  as  they  could   so  bear  it.     There 
wajscarcely  a  man  of  any  standing  in  the  West- 
ernf  country  who   had   not  contributed   in  some 
wa<»his  per-onal  services   in  support   of  a  war 
wh^h  he  believed  to  be  righteous  and  just.     Let 
futi^-e  calls  en  their  patriotism  be  made  in- such 
ma^.nfr  as   to  convince   them   the  Government 
dofju  not  wish  :o  tax  exclusively  their  patriotism. 
MrCH.  then  examined  the  inducements  of  land 
boij((iiy,  and  pa.y  held  out  by  this  bill,  which,  he 
sai(^:were    no   temptation    to  the   hardy    back- 
wo<^stnan  of  the   VV*-st,   who  by   laboring  one- 
fouj^h'of  his  lime  can  earn  a  subsistence  for  his 
fan^l'y;.  «S^c-     We  then  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
miMary  services  already  rendered  by  the  citizens 
of  j<ie'  Wester.i   States,  where   these  men    were 
exf/ct^d  to  be  had;  that  portion  of  the  country 
wa:^arveady  txhausteu   by  the   services  they  had 
frecgtcfitly    and    successively    rendered.     It    was 
imi^i.sible,  tlierefore.  that  any  large  force  could 
be  ^ollecied  under   this  bill,  even  retaining  the 
seci^or.  which  had  been  stricken  out  in  Commit- 
tee |if;ihe   Whole.     liut   if  gentlemen  persisted 
in  c||lling  upon  men  fur  a  contribution  of  volun- 
tarv^str vices,  not  to  defend   their  homes,  but  to 
figl^  our  balilt*,  to  march  here  and  there,  with- 
out Jjippealing  to  other  inducements  than  patri- 
olii|}Vjand    bravery,    they    would    only    deceive 
thebj-^lves  aiuj  the  Government. 

ft^i  Calhoon,  of  South  Carolina,  remarked 
tha!^'the  milila.y  force  by  which  we  can  operate 
conjijiscs  of  twu  descriptions;  the  regular  force, 
wh  j^e^eneral  (,haract«;r  is  mercenary,  the  soldiers 
eDl$|l^i«g  for  the  sake  of  the  bounty  and  subsis- 
teo.^-j  dr.tughted  militia  called  into  service  under 
legi I  obligations  ;  and  volunteers,  brought  into 
ihe^ild  by  patriotic  motives  only.  If  volunteers 
weri*  to  be  obtained  only  by  the  greatness  of  the 
ind||)ceYnents  or  theanr.ount  of  compensation  held 
oui^why  call  for  volunteers  at  all  ?  Mr.  C,  said 
he  f|uyld  not  consent  to  derogate  from  the  motives 
of  ^'"fe  who  volunteer  by  supposing  them  to  be 
altc4|e;;her  actuated  by  such  motives.  There 
weii?  lemptatuns  of  one  kind  held  out  to  those 
wh^enlistm  the  regular  Army,  and  of  another  to 
iho*  who  volunteer.  Love  of  country  is  the 
boa*,  yi  is  the  jewel  of  the  volunteer  corps.  They 
aref  niit  for  the  tug  of  war.  for  its  drudgery  and 
fatijj^t',  Th«-y  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  cases  of 
emti^vncy.  of  great  personal  danger,  but  not  great 
fati^*^  We  must  rely  on  regulars  to  be  enlisted, 
aad-^ffnot  to  be  bad  in  sufficient  numbers,  on 
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those  who  shall  be  draughted  from  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia.     These  two  constitute  the  boneand 
muscle  of  the  Army.     If  great  reliance  had  been 
placed  on  a  volunteer  force,  why  had  another  bill 
been   reported   by  the  Military   Comniiiiee,  with 
extraordinary  provisions  for  filling  the  raiiks  of 
the  Army?     Certainly,  the  volunteers  had  only 
been  considered  a  co-operating  or  subsidiary  force 
the  regulars  being  the  basis.   A  body  ot  volunteers 
for  instance,  might  individually  and  collectively 
possess  the  same  spirit  as  the  little  army  under 
General  Brown,  but  they  could  not  be  expected  to 
render  the  same  kind  ot  services. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  said  that  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  extended 
a  little  farther,  would  favor  the  denial  of  any  com- 
pensation to  volunteers  for  their  service.  The 
gentleman  would  then  see,  how  many  patriotism 
alone  would  induce  to  take  the  field  for  two  years. 
Volunteers.  Mr.  F.  said,  were  of  the  same  male- 
rials  as  regulars,  if  not  better.  None  of  Brown's 
army  had  been  in  service  two  years,  many  of 
them  not  six  months,  and  yet  they  have  covered 
themselves  with  glory,  and  established  the  na- 
tional character.  Under  the  guidance  of  men 
who  know  how  to  bring  into  action  the  military 
spirit  with  which  the  country  was  universally 
inspired — under  such  men  as  Brown,  volunteers 
would  soon  be  fitted  for  the  "  tug  of  war." 

Mr.  Barnett,  of  Georgia,  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  war,  and  always  had  been,  and  yet  he  was 
in  favor  of  striking  out  this  section.  In  old  limes, 
he  sanl,  the  patriotism  of  the  people  had  burnt  till 
its  objects  were  answered  ;  now  it  seems  patriot- 
ism is  to  be  burnt  out  in  two  years.  He  hoped, 
however,  it  never  would  be  extinguished  until 
we  obtain  the  object  of  the  war.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  war.  he  said,  and  was  in  hopes  we  were  to 
fight  it  oat  with  ball  and  powder — we  are  now 
fighting  it  with  words  and  wind,  and  never  shall 
bring  it  to  a  conclusion  if  we  spend  so  much  time 
in  talking  about  it.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying 
he  was  opposed  to  exemption  in  any  way. 

Mr.    DuvALL,  of    Kentucky,   asked    whether, 
after  faithfully  serving  his  country  for  two  years, 
a  volunteer  was  to  be  told,  his  patriotism  was  not 
worth  a  rush  because  it  had  not  carried  him  to  the 
end  of  the  war  ?     Let  gentlemen  place  themselves 
in  the  situation  of  the  volunteer.     Why  not  serve 
the  nation  here  from  motives  of  pure  and  unadul- 
terated  patriotism  ?     If  we  have  so  much  of  it 
on  our  tongue,  why  not  a  litle  in  practice?     The 
members  of  this   House,  he  presumed,  were  in 
general  more  wealthy  than  the  volunteers.     Let 
them  begin  with  themselves,  and  then  preach  dis- 
interested   patriotism   to   others;  their  doctrines 
would  then  be  much  more  attended  to  than  now 
that  they  talked  of  patriotism,  and  pocketed   the 
per  diem.     Patriotism  will  not  feed  a  man;  it  is 
most  of  it  air,  and,  however  anxious  to  serve  his 
country  by  fighting,  a  man  must  eat,  and  all  the 
patriotism  of  the  world  will  not  enable  him  to 
dispense  with  it.     The  bill  contained  no  tempta- 
tions to  the  service,  he  said,  save  the  section  which 
is   proposed  to  be  stricken  out.     When  a  man, 
after  two  years'  service,  came  home  seamed  with 
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honorable  scars,  was  he  to  be  liable  the  next  day  , 
to  be  again  called  into  the  field  ?     This,  he  said,  \ 
would  be  the  monstrous  effect  of  striking  out  the 
section.     But  this  species  of  troops,  it  appeared, 
was  not  fit  for  the  tu2  of  war.     This  Mr.  D.  de- 
nied.    They  have  given  evidence  of  their  ability 
to  bear  every  hardship.     In  the  campaign  on  the 
Wabash,in  ihedepth  of  Winter,  they  had  marched  j 
barefoot  without  complaining.     From  the  severe  | 
battle  of  Massissiniway,  huw  many  had  returned  ■ 
who  were  not  frostbtten  ?     The  men  who  will 
volunteer  have  no  idea  of  enlisting;   you  conjeat  [ 
a  species  of  force  to  be  had  in  no  other  way,  and  ; 
as  effective  as  any  in  any  scene  of  action   but  in 
the  open  field,  which  must  becontesled  by  military 
art  alone.     He  did  not  believe  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand at  the  utmost  could  be  got  by  this  bill;  but 
jfwehada  hundred  thousand  such  men.  officered 
by  such  officers  as  Brown,  Scutl,  and  Gaines,  di- 
vided into  three  armies,  they  would  end   the  war 
in  a  single  season,  by  conquering  the  whole  of 
theenemy's  adjacent  provinces,  ihe  pos'  of  Q,uebec 
perhaps  alone  excepted.  6lc.     He  hoped  therefore 
this  section,  the  main  induceaient  to  volunteers, 
would  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  GHOL80N,of  Virginia,  was  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that,  in  consequence  of  their  service,  the  vol- 
unteers ought  to  be  entitled  by  law  to  some  ex- 
emption from  militia  service,  but  not  so  faras  this 
bill  proposed  to  go.  Thesection  which  had  been 
substituted,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  that 
now  under  consideration,  (going  to  exempt  them 
until  all  the  other  militia  in  their  district  shall 
have  served  an  equal  term,)  he  thought  went  far 
enough.  But  if  the  war  continued,  ten.  fifteen, 
or  twenty  years,  would  gentlemen  require  the 
main  body  of  the  militia  to  do  duty  two,  three,  or 
four  years,  and  continue  the  exemption  in  favor 
of  those  volunteers  who  shall  have  served  only 
two  years  ?  Mr.  G.  said  he  could  not  agree  to 
do  so. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  section  before 
recited,  was  then  decided:  For  striking  out  105. 
against  it  43.  a«!  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bar- 
nett, Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bige- 
low,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigharn,  Brown,  Burwell.Ca- 
perton,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chappcll,  Cillcy, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Earle,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy.  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kershaw,  King  of  MassachusetU,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell, 
McKim,  Moore,  .Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Parker, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  William  Reed, 
Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  SheflTey,  Sherwood, 
bhiphcrd,  bkmncr,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Troup,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maesachu- 
•etts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whcaton,  Wil- 


cox, Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  PennsylvanM, 
Winter  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\lexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighlon, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hawkins,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kilbourn,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Piper,  John  Reed,  Rich, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Strong,  Telfair,  and 
Yancey. 

This  question  having  been  carried,  the  section 
reported  in  lieu  of  it,  going  to  exempt  all  volunteers 
who  shall  serve  two  years  under  this  act  from  be- 
ing 10  future  called  into  military  s^-rvice  until  all 
other  militiamen  in  their  States  or  districts  shall 
have  served  for  two  years,  was  read. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  movi'd  an  amend- 
ment to  this  section,  to  strike  out  "  two  years"  ia 
each  instance,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "one 
year,"  or  any  longer  term  which  the  volunteers 
may  engage  to  serve. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  embodied  Mr.  Jack- 
son's amendment  in  the  following  form,  which 
Mr.  J.  accepted  as  his  motion  : 

"That  any  volunteer  whose  service  shall  be  accept- 
ed under  this  act  shall  be  exempt  from  any  military 
service  until  all  the  militia  in  any  State  or  Territory 
in  which  he  resides  shall  have  served  a  tour  of  duty 
equal  to  that  which  the  said  volunteer  shall  have  served." 

After  a  short  debate,  this  motion  to  amend  was 
negatived — 54  to  47. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermont,  the  section 
reported  by  the  Committee  was  amended  by 
sinking  out  those  words  which  have  the  effect  to 
exempt  such  volunteers  from  subsequent  service, 
whenever  the  militia  are  called  out  en  inasse. 

Mr.  Grosvenor.  of  New  York,  denying  the 
Constitutional  power  of  Congre.-s.  to  preclude  the 
States  from  making  use  of  the  militia  for  State 
purposes,  moved  an  amendment  to  the  section, 
going  to  make  the  volunteers  therein  mentioned 
liable  still  to  State  calls  for  militia. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  called  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Grosvenor  to  one  of  the  earliest  acts  of 
the  General  Government,  to  exempt  certain  per- 
sons (public  officers)  from  militia  duty,  which 
fact  overturned  the  whole  of  thegentleraao's  argu- 
ments on  this  head. 

This  remark  of  Mr.  Jackson's  was  applied  to 
others,  who  took  side  with  Mr.  Grosvenor,  and 
some  debate  took  place  on  it. 

On  the  question.  Mr.  Grcsvenor'a  amendment 
was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  two  or  three  votes. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  adoption  of 
the  new  section  reported  by  the  Clomraiitee  as 
amended,  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  were  required 
by  Mr.  Webster. 

At  length  a  motion  for  adjournment  was  made 
and  carried. 


Monday,  November  7. 
Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
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xetdt}  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  lo  the 
B»n|t>  of  th^?  United  States  of  America;  which 
w4^1i;«vice  read  by  its  title,  and  relerred  to  a  Com- 
Ujjfui'iS  of  the  Whole. 

;} ''petition  op  JOHN  CHALMERS. 

if' 

■Mrj  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  from  (he  Cotn- 
mi^?!.'^  of  Ciaims.  made  a  favorable  report  ou  the 
pe|^i(il)nof  Ji)hn  Chalmers,  whoasksof  Congress  re- 
itii)u;sement  of  certain  ex|:)enditures  made  by  hini 
iQ*iijs(nufaciuring  certain  cordage  for  the  United 
Sjjiittf!  which,  together  with  the  rope-walk,  were 
buyrt'iat  Baltimore  od  the  approach  ot  the  enemy, 
by.' draer   of   the   Conimanding   General.      The 

co'ijinjiitee  also  reported  a   bill   for   the   relief  of  j  militia  shall  be  called  out  en  masse. 
Jo-fitj  iChalmers,  which  was  twice  read.  and.  to-  The    motion    of  Mr.    Fisk    was   opposed    by 

ge^eV  with  the  report,  referred  to  a  Committee    Messrs,    Pitkin,   of  Connecticut.    Barnett,   of 


THE  VOLUNTEER  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Volunteer  bill. 

The  question  depending  at  time  of  adjourn- 
ment, viz :  on  the  adoption  of  the  section  exempt- 
ing the  two  years'  volunteers  "from  draujjht  or 
other  militia  duly"  at  the  call  of  the  United 
States,  until  all  the  militia  within  their  States 
have  served — having  been  again  stated, 

Mr,  FrsK.  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend  it  so 
as  to  read,  that  any  volunteer  who  shall  serve  for 
two  years,  '-shall  not  thereafter  be  enrolled  in  the 
militia  or  subject  to  draught  or  any  other  militia 
duty  during  the  present  war,"  unless  when  the 
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Georgia,  and   McKee,  of  Kentucky,  and  advo- 
cated by  the  mover,  and  Messrs,  Wright,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  Barbour. 
Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  said  he   hoped   the 


of  jji^  whole   House. 

*S))'e  report  is  as  follows: 

Vilt.on  the  29th  of  March,  1814,  the  petitioner  and 
thrj  ijlfcretary  of  the  Navy  entered  into  a  contract  for 

th(^  i|;|inufacture  of  cordage  for  the  United  States'  frig-  j  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
ahAlsSva,  upon  the  following  terms:  the  Navy  Depart-  mont  (Mr,  Fisk)  would  be  adopted,  which  ex- 
m*<il  tvaa  to  furnish  him  at  Baltimore  with  Ru-nsia  |  empted  volunteers  who  served  the  United  States 
hc-4pp"J  Kentucky  yarn  in  such  quantities  as  might  ,  two  years  from  military  s-  rvice.  pending  the  war, 
b«^j5j«id  convenient,  and  he  should  require,  which  was  |  except  for  the  defence  of  the  Stale,  or  when  they 
to  ^<i  {manufactured  in  good  navy  cordage,  sufficient  i  ^ere  called  out  en  masse,  as  it  was  the  only  in- 
foTv^h^  complete  equipment  ot  the  frigate.  For  every  |  Jucement  held  out  for  volunteers  to  tender  their 
poi>x^;of  hempand  yar„  dehvered  to  the  petitioner  he  ,  services.     He  viewed  them  as  a  valuable  descrip- 


w«4i4  return  a  pound  jf  cordage  to  the  Navy  agent,  1 
frcjl  fipm  exj-ense  to  the  United  States;  so  that  his! 
prf%t  ynd  compensation  for  bis  labor  and  art  in  ruanu- 
fac^ir^g  consisted  in  the  difference  in  the  weight  of 
th*.iit|np  and  yarns,  irw:rea»ed  by  the  quantity  of  tar 
ua«»f  AA  the  manufacture.  It  was  also  understood  by 
thrjBtiretary  oi  the  Nafy  and  Mr.  Chalmers,  that  the  , 


tiuu  of  force,  particularly  if  they  joined  the  ser- 
vice lor  eighteen  months  or  two  years.  What 
was  the  object  for  introducing  this  bill?  Cer- 
tainly, to  obtain  speedily  a  formidable  force,  not 
to  act  as  the  body  of  your  Army,  but  as  an  aux- 
liary  to  the  regular  force.     No;  I  am  for  depend- 

rav^N-pterial,  thus  delivered,  was  to  be  at  the  nsk  of'  '"g  principally  on  regulars.      What  is  the  eocour- 

thfWJiited  States,  in  the  event  of  loss  by  fire,  * 

'Kwr  peliliiner  commenced  manufacturing  the  cor- 

dajjj,  ;ind   had   prepared  and  delivered   to  the   Navy 

ag'^t  i^t  Baltimore  upwards  of  nine  tons,  and  had  a 

co;|^iitvrable  quantity  ready  to  deliver,  when,  on  the 

ap^os^ch   of   the    enen%y    towards    Baltimore,   in    the 

mcfcth  of  September  lai,t,  the  rope-wallts  in  which  the 

corCjt^  was  manufactijring  and   then   deposited,  was 

«etioiJ  fire   by  order  of  General    Korman,  who   then 

coiam^nded    the    Marybnd   militia  at  that    place ;  in 


agement  held  out  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
for  men  to  offer  their  services?  Very  inconsidera- 
ble, indeed.  You  give  them  no  bounty  in  land, 
nor  money  ;  not  even  clothing  for  the  first  six 
months.  You  give  them  the  poor  pittance  of  the 
monthly  pay.  Can  gentlemen  calculate  on  ob- 
taining a  considerable  number  of  volunteers  on 
these  terms?  If  they  do,  they  will  be  most  egre- 
giously  mistaken.  Men  cannot  live  on  the  wind  ; 
they    must     have  something    more    substantial. 

to  sustain  their  fam- 


cor%ei«uence  of  which   the  rope-walks  were  destroyed,  ,  tj.I.,  ....,.,  i,».,„  „.i  . 

Jf  i  ,,     .  ,         .1,   .'^  .  c  li  u  Ihey  must  have  souiethiug  i 

anr;   iitn   ibem,  about   thirty   tons  ol   Kussia    hemp,     .,■  i    i     .i  c    i.  l     l       i        r    . 

bejiig^ng  to  the  Government,  and  all  the  labor  and  i  '''^'  ^"  '^''^f  ^''^>'^^^  ^^^""S  '^e  battles  of  their 
priTt  of  the  petitioner,  except  that  part  of  the  hemp  ^""'^y-  The  price  of  common  labor  is  from 
vrbjh  had  been  delivered.  He  asks  of  Congress  to  'hirieen  to  hlieen  dollars  per  mouth;  and  can 
rei#b.ir»e  hiui  to  the  amount  of  hw  actual  expendi-  geotlemeo  expect  that  men,  possessing  the  virtue, 
tuilti.in  the  purchase  of  tar,  and  the  money  which  he  !  ^^^  integrity,  and  enterprise  of  your  people,  (I 
ha^puid  to  persons  employed  in  the  manufacture  of ;  mean  the  yeuiuanry.  of  whom  the  volunteer 
thRL:ordage,  -^  corps  must  be  compo«ed,)  will  leave  their  peace- 

Yh**  comm.ttee  are  not  in  possession  of  facts  which  able  homes  and  families  to  encounter  the  toils  and 
wo»,*l.l;  authoiiie  them  to  determine  whether  the  de-  difficulties  incident  to  a  military  life,  unless  the 
str^-uon  of  this  property  was  necessary;  if  it  was  necessary  inducements  are  held  out?  Thus,  all 
no^hewever  much  they  might  regret  and  deprecate  men  who  make  their  calculations  for  a  living, 
tht^work,  yet  they  arc  of  opinion  that,  under  the  cir-  j  You  must  meet  their  calculations,  or  you  do  not 
cu/jjtonces  of  this  case,  the  individual  who  sustained  i  obtain  them  ;  particularly  when  they  are  to  ob- 
tht^Joss  should  at  least  l,e  reimbursed  by  the  Govern-  tain  no  credit  for  patriotic  exertions,  which,  I 
"*ii  K  \  n  ^'"^""V     ??  'l"""u  V  '^"^'■'^^«•    am  to  conclude,  is  the  case  from  the  manner  in 

"Jr.::*il'""'  ""'^  '"^'^"  "^  '^'  "*'"'"  '^*  ioWov^^ng    ^.,,i,b  somegenllemeu  have  expressed  themselves, 

by  saying  that  they  would  not  give  anything  for 
patriotism  that  would  not  last  lot^ger  than  two 
years'  service.     Geutlemeo  are  doing  their  coun- 


re^    ulion  : 


^4i.'lted,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  reason- 
abl.r  itoid  ought  to  be  avowed. 
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try  a  serious  injury  by  such  expressions,  and  act- 
ing parsimoniously.     Be  liberal   in  your  encour- 
agemenis,  and,  my  word  for  it,  you  will  succeed 
in  obtaining  a  formidable  volunteer  force.     Corps 
of  this  description  must  be  formidable  when  they 
are  composed  of  the  be>t  materials.     But  the  gen- 
tleman  from    South    Carolina    (Mr.   Calhoun) 
tells   you   that    this   description    of  force  cannot 
stand  the  tug  of  war.  and  appears,  from  the  man- 
ner he  has  expressed  himself  on  this  bill,  as  if  he 
had  no  confidence  in  them.     And  does  the  gentle- 
man prove  that  they  cannot  stand  the  tug  of  war. 
by  referring  you  to  the  volunteers  under  General 
Porter,  who  have,  during  this  campaign,  signal- 
ized themselves  in  the  different  conflicts  with  the 
enemy  on   the  Niagara  frontier — who  stood  and 
fought,  side  by  side,  with  General  Brown's  regu- 
lars, andsignalized  themselves  so  nobly  ?     If  they 
did  not.  Congress   have  acted  very  inconsistently 
in  giving  them  their  thanks  for  their  bravery  and 
activity,  and  awarding  a  medal  lo  their  General 
for  his  gallantry.     Does    the  gentleman  prove  it 
by  referring  you  to  theTennessee  volunteers,  who, 
under  the  gallant  Jackson,  endured  almost  incal- 
culable difficulties  and  harships,  and  surmounted 
all  obstacles  in  the  Cretk  war  ?     Or  did  the  gen- 
tleman undertake  to  prove  it  by  referring  you  to  j 
GovernorShelby's  volunteers,  who,  to  theamount  | 
of  thirty-five  hundred,  met  on  a  few  days'  notice, 
joined    the  standard  of  the  brave  and   patriotic  j 
Shelby,  and  travelled  three  hundred  miles  to  Lake 
Erie  ?     On   tlie   command  of  the   General,  they  \ 
abandoned   their    horses,  and  crossed    the  Lake,  | 
where   it  was    forty    mile.s    wide,  princijially   in 
small   brittle  boats,  pursued   tiie  enemy  one  hun- 
dred miles  into  the  interior  of  their  country  and  ; 
look   them;  and,  with   the  aid  of  a  regiment  of  i 
volunteers  commanded  by  my  worthy  colleague,  i 
killed  and  look  prisoners  the  British  army  com-  ' 
manded  by  General  Prociur,  and  defeated  the  In- 
dians with   considerable  slaughter.     They  quar- 
tered eight  or  nine  days  on  the  enemy,  living  for 
that  time  on  beef,  withuut  bread  or  salt  ;   wading  ; 
waters,  in  some  inst-^nces  nearly  hall  a  mile,  up  i 
to  the  waist.     All    this  was  done  by  the   volun-  j 
teers.  without  tents  to  keep  them  from  the  storms, 
without  Government    advancing    them  a  single 
cent  of  money,  and  done  too  without  a  murmur ;  | 
and  yet  these  are  the  description  of  forces,  asree-  : 
ably  to  the  favorite  phrast-  of  the  gentleman  Irom 
South  Carolina,  that  cannot  stand  the  \wi  of  war. 
Mr.  D.  said   the  volunteers  had   done  everything 
of  a  decisive  character  that  has  been  done  from 
the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war  until  this  cam- 
paign, and   participated   in  it,  but   are  to  receive 
no  credit  for  their  patriutic   exertions,  agreeably 
to  the  declarationsof  the  gentleman  t'rom  Georgia. 
(Mr.  Forsyth)  who  has  told  you  that  it  was  not 
patriotic   motives  that  induced   the  Kentuckians 
to  volunteer  and  go  into  Canada,  hut  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  revenge.     Mr.  D.  said  this  was  ncH  the 
fact;  whoever  undertakes  to  judge  without  know- 
ing, is  very  apt  to  find  himself  in  an  error.     If 
that  gentleman  had  travelled  through  Kentucky; 
had    made  himself  acquainted  with  the    habits, 
disposiliODs,  and  principlesof  tne  people,  he  would 


know  they  were  above  the  low,  nialigoant  prin- 
ciple of  revenge.     He  would  know  that  their  ex- 
ertions have   arisen  from   the  purest  of  motives, 
from  a  real  love  of  country,  the  pure  principle  of 
patriotism,  and  not  from  the  low  principle  of  re- 
venge.    The    truly   brave  are   always  humane; 
they  soar  above  any  grovelling  motives,  and  that 
gentleman  ought  lo  have  made  himself  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  differeni  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, before  he  undertook  to  speak  so  freely.     Such 
expressions.  I  conceive,  were  not  warranted  by 
the  occasion ;   they  are  calculated  to  do  a  serious 
injury.     If  men  who  have  done  their  country  sig- 
nal services  from  pure  patriotic  motives,  (for  pay 
was  scarcely  a  consideration  with   tiiem,)  are  lo 
be  treated   thus  lightly,  it  will  perhaps  have   the 
effect  to  make  them  withhold  their  services  when 
they   are   wanting,     Mr,   D.  said  we   must  have 
men  of  some  descripiion  or  give  up  the  contest, 
which  no  American  ought  to  think   of.     Militia 
cannot  be  deemed   an    efficient    force,  and  they 
were  certainly  the  most  expensive.     The  kind  of 
economy,  or  rather  the  want  of  economy,  pursued, 
of  havincr  hundreds  of  thousands  of  militia  under 
arms  at  a  time,  would  bankrupt  the  nation.     He 
did  not  wish  the  volunteers  contemplated   to  be 
raised  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  be  en- 
tirely relied  on  ;  we  must  rely  principally  on  reg- 
ulars.    But   he  was  satisfied,  that  under   proper 
regulations  they  might  be  made  a  formidable  aux- 
iliary force  to  co-operate  with  the  regular  Army. 
He  wished  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army  imme- 
diately filled,  but  he  saw  but  little  prospect  of  it 
from   the  slow   progress  of  business.     We  have 
been  in  session  seven  weeks,  and  what  have  we 
done?    Nothing.     From  theindecisivecourse,  the 
indisposition  manifested  to  despatch   business,  he 
thought  there  was  but  little  prospect  of  anything 
of  a  decisive  character  being  done  shortly,  calcu- 
lated to  meet  the  emergency  ;  for  that  reabon.  he 
wi-shed    proper  encouragement   given   to   induce 
volunteer  corps  to  tender  their  services,  that  they 
might  be  ready  to  act  in  case  of  an  emergency. 
Tlie  bill  as  it  now  stands  is  scarcely  worth  pre- 
serving ;  you  cannot  succeed  under  it  to  any  con- 
siderable extent ;  hence  the  necessity  of  adopting 
the  amendment  underconsideraiion.     .Mr.  D.  said 
there   WdS  a  necessity  of  doing  something  spee- 
dily.    A  powerful  enemy  wa-,  as  it  were,  at  your 
doors.   To  act  indecisively, under  exisiii.gcircum- 
slances,  was  laniamounl  to  acting  criminally.  At 
a  time  as  perilous  as  the  present,  hesitation   was 
almost  inevitable  destruction.  You  must  lay  aside 
your  temporizing,  theoretical,  or   visionary    pro- 
jects. They  will  notdo  any  longer.  If  the  Councils 
of  the  nation,  at  a  time  as  perilous  as  the  present, 
are  to  be  conducted  by  theoretical  characters,  pro- 
posing and  advocating  visionary   projects,  I  am 
afraid    the   Grovernment  will  be  ultimately  con- 
ducted to  ruin.     You  must  pick  up  the  old  fash- 
ioned plain   matter  of  fact,  common  sens-e  ;  you 
must  adopt  energetic    measures,  and  adopt  them 
promptly,  if  you  wish  lo  preserve  your  riijhtsand 
save  tne  nation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  he  apprehended  there  was  not 
a  member  of  the  House  who  had  misunderstood 
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h.ijtijbesides  the  gerHleman  from  Kentucky.     It  [       This   motion,  and    that  which  follows    wer^ 

Vtly^WfTV    Tar     rnm    h  i^    intonti.tr.    >^   ^ .  .u  -      I.-     L.  j     l  i  -  .  •  .        .  *•■■     •""uws,     were 


K-;^ery  far  Irom  liw  intention  to  cast  the  .slight- 
putaiion  cm  th«  volunteers  from  Kentuckv 
any  other  of  our  citizens  who  had   volun- 


debaied  at  considerable  length.     Messrs.  Ghol- 
soN.  Wright,  Sharp,  and  Fisk,  of  New  York 

,    .  ,,  advocaied  the  amendment,  and  Messrs  WpnqTPR 

their  s.  rvices.     He  estimated  the  value  of  ;  and  Grosvenor  opposed  it.      '  '"=««ter 

tMffservices  and  ih,?  purity  of  their  motives  as         Thi.  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the  follow 
hijh^  as  any  gentleman   in  the  House.     He  did  -       -        •  .  =         ..      X    "e  loiiow 

saif.  md  he  was  prepared  to  repeat,  that  patriot- 


.         .   ^  .  in?  vote:  For  the  amendment  63.  against  it  55 

.j.  »nd  he  was  prepared  to  repeat,  that  patriot-  |      Mr.  Gholson  then  moved  an  ai^endment   in 
J  xfa>«  not  the  only^eading  inducement  lo  their  |  the  following  section,  which   he  conceived   to  be 


IS 

etifr 

th^ 

w,JuJ|   not  have   turned  out  in  such  numbers  as 

tIjViy  jJiJ.     They   were  governed    by   motives  of 

re^n  ment  jgainst  a  ravage  and  brutal  foe.  They 

^•^P^as  he  had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  stimu- 

la;*il  |)y  revenge— not  that  dark  passion  the  gen- 


i^r^^iic  conduct.  1 
i«  4ver  llaisin,  h** 
>#uj|  not  have  turn 
r^„  !i;.«      TK« „. 


But  for  the  transactions  on  j  consequent  on  this;  the  object  of  which  wa7  as 
believed  those  volunteers  ,  the  reporter  undervtood,  to  authorize  the  Execu- 
,    r...t  ...  ,..„k  u  I  ,jyp    jp   receive    into   the  service   of  the   United 

States,  the  volunteer  corps  so  associated  and  or- 
ganized under  State  authority. 

On   the  j)roposed  amendment,  the  debate  was 
renewed    with    considerable    zeal.     It   was    sup- 


,   «     ;  '  o  - —  — -  , —  ■>'"  ...^  o"-"      ■tucnrtu     Willi    uuiisiueraoie    zeai.     it    was    «un- 

JI¥  ^";;J^^L?- but  the  revenge  which  governs  !  ported  by  Messrs.  Gholson,  Fisk.  of  New  York 


n•J^$-^mind^.  The  character  of  that  revenge  dis- 
pUV^lP  itself  in  their  conduct.  They  did  no°t  slam 
th^irjhands  in  the  blood  of  their  foe.  Having 
colqijered  him  in  thf  field  of  battle,  they  took  a 
n(^M  revenge,  and  showed  their  superiority  to 
th<|r|eneray  by  exttrnding  to  him  the  hand  of 
fri^n(>hip. 

LfrjDESHA  though!  the  sense  in  which  the  gen- 
tlejifiSo  had  explained  his  observations,  was  dilfer- 

*<rj»m  tliat  in  which  he  had  understood  him  to 


Wright,  and  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Webster,  Grosvenor,  and  Macon. 
The  question  thereon  was  decided  by  yeas  and 

inays:  For  the  motion  71,  against  it  76,  as  ful- 

i  lows  : 

YiAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
I  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bines,  Bowen,  Burwcll,  Butler, 
I  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
I  dit,   Conard.  Crawford,    Crcighton,   Crouch,   Davis  of 


As  explained,  he  was  sat i.sfied  with  ,  P^""^);:*"'*.  I^f^ha,   Evans,   Findiey,   F.sk  of  .New 

I  \0Tk,   1-oriiey,  Cholson,   Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  GrifBn, 


ifiSo  had  explained  his  observations,  was  dilfer- 
en5<r»»m  tiia 
m.<.>!,them. 

Jr.1  Forsvth  said   he  did   not   mean  what  he  I  "u""'  "l5''''    "/«';^7«^''>    H»«'^».'  H^ubbaTJ,  lium' 

ha|sj:id  as  an  explanation.  phreys.Hunpcrford    Ingham,  Irving.  Jackson  of  V.r- 

th^amendmeut  prdpo.ed  was  finally  ne<rativeJ     K^'r'  KVr  hT    •'^,J'*^S'"i«-.J°hn.on   of   Kentucky. 

bvhejfollowing  vole.For  the  motion^  agams'     J  effeVts    I  yl'  McSv""^^;"'   °'m  "'^    x-"''"'*' 
it  »i    I  )     S"  "  ••  I  iicneris,    J.yie,    .'Vlclyoy,    McLean,     Moore,    Newton, 

i,"  i  ,  .  '  Ormshy,    Parker,    Pickens,    Pipor,    Pleasants    Kea  of 

np£l'!"'     Vt"  'm"^""°   °"  'he  adoption  of  the  |  Pennsylvania.   Khea    of  Tennessee,    Ki"      King^old 
ne^  ^fciion,  Mr.  McKee  proposed  a  substitute  to     Sage,  Sever,  Sharp.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
It,  v*^My  in  the  following  words  :  |  Virginia.  Strong,  Tannehill,  and  Wright. 

the?*l'''!^y^.^""^"/.i-r^^!"!L*"L^     the  service  of  1  „N*ts- Messrs.  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
tim 

cre^tit  «ra  terra  ot  serV.cc  equal  to  the  term  served  |  row,   Forsyih,    Frankhn,  Gaston.  GeddVa,  GTo^enor, 

V^'tK     ^''^  ^'  "'''^'  "''l^'""""  °f  Kentuckv.  Halbert,  Ingersoll.  Jack- 

qfnjthe  question    to  agree   to  this  substitute,  it  |  son  of  Rhode    Island,    Kennedy,    Kent   ot  New  Vork 

wa^  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes  95.  ;  Kent    of    Maryland,    King   of    MaasachusetU.   Law' 

/|trjr  a  few  remarks  of   Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,     ^^^^is,  Lovett,  Macon,  McKee,  Montgomery,  Moseley' 

in  9bj|ction  to  this  amendment,  and  Mr.  McKee  ',  "^^irkell.  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Piikm! 

in   |Cf<»y.  the  question  was  taken   on  agreeins  to  '  •'°*^"  ^^*^'  ^^'"'-  ^eed,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schure- 

t(]g<.r.*f  i^r>      «,.     -r„ 1_.I 1  1        •     ^         .  ^_  '     man        SK.fTo.r       «k^ 1        t3l-:_L  1       ^.1     •  ,.  .     . 

ma/ 

^r.iKiNO.  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  an 
atn«n(|ment  going  to  limit  the  number  of  volun- 
teer^ ih  be  accepted  to  ten  thousand. 


K„-r-.»;,„,i    o    .  1         ,         ■'  ,     "     -v...v.^u.  ,       ..-..^      ...tao.B.   uamvii^   nayiies  oi  .viassacnusetts. 

he^Li^ted   Slates   uridar  this  act,  and  serve  out  the  ;  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigeiow,  Boyd,  Bradbury.  Bradley, 

ri.\h.  ^  7h  '".  /k'"?:  ""1  i'  '"''"'*  ""''"*■  •  P^'K^^"""'  (^ai>erton.  Champion.  Cillev,  Clark,  Cooper 
in,^,.:the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  ;  Cox,  Culpeper.  Cuthbert.  Dana,  Davenport  Ely.  Far- 
Jrefd!  tor  a  term  oi  ■<»rvi/.A  Ani.nl   *»   .k...  . I     ^ —     t' _       . I       ¥■»        I  ■■        -.  ..    .  r       *       J' 


jxj,^....v  vj»jv.^.i^.ii  wrt^  lamrii   un  agreeing  to' ....^^,   ..  .li.  .vccu,  i\ui>criHon,  nuggies,  ocnure- 

e^^c  lion  as  amended,  and  c.irried  in  the  affir-  !  '^*"'  ^^e^^y,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
a/tvq  without  a  division.  ^^^  \oTk.,  Stanford,   Sturgcs,   Taggart,  Tallmadge 

Vf,     K-.^^    .<•  X4 u..   ...      .,  .  !  Taylor.    Telfair.    Thompson,  Troup,    Vose,   Ward   of 


Tjhi'i  molior,  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  McKee, 
Trj  i+i  and  Wright,  and  advocated  by  the  mover. 

Tjh5l  proposed  amendment  having  been  atnend- 
ed  *)y^strikiiig  out  ten  thousand  and  inserlinf 
*'fil>y  ^thousand."  the  amendment  limiting  the 
nuf^hi?,  as  amended,  was  negatived— 37  only 
risiijir  Jn  the  affirmative. 

Mr..  Gholson,    of   Virginia,    then    moved    to 


Massachusetts.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whet- 
I  ton.  While,   Wilcox,  Wilson,  of  .Massachusetts,  WU- 
son  of  Pennsylvania.  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

,  So  the  motion  was  negatived. 
!  Mr.  Ghol.son  took  occasion  to  observe,  that 
;  the  rejection  of  this  amendment,  though  conse- 
I  quent  upon  the  first,  was  of  little  importance,  as 
j  every  purpose  he  had  in  view  was  answered  by 
I  that  already  adopted. 

This  Mr.  Grosvenor  denied,  because,  he  said. 


?^f  ;V  afte;ir:"r"  ^'  ''T^ ''  .ncorporai.ng  j  as  The  b;ii-nc;;;;;;;r;Lr:'v:;;it:^::';o:;^.^;;^ 

In.l     ^  vnl       '>^  ^'^;,'*%«";hor,zing  the  accept-    under  State  authoritv,  must   be  officered  by  tfie 
ancief  voluntvers.  the  following  words:  '•  who     Executive  of  the  United  States.  &c.  ^ 

?.l^  ir^'^T    i  '"  <=o"'Pan'e-s,  battalions,  and  ,      To  this  Mr.  Gholson  replied,  that  the  words 
regi,nrtii»,  und<rr  the  authority  of  any  State,"  &c.    '-organized  under  State  authorit;,"  cer.a.nly  em 
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braced  also  the  commissioniDg  the  officers  by  the 
States. 

To  put  this  question  entirely  out  of  doubt,  as 
he  said.  Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  insert,  after  the 
clause  just  recited,  the  words  "'Provided,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  said  volunteers  shall  be  commissioned 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States."  This 
motion  he  supported  by  a  speech  of  some  length, 
to  which  Mr.  Gholson  replied  also  at  some 
length.  Mr.  Rhea  made  a  few  observations  in 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  move  the 
postponement  of  the  further  consideration  of  this 
subject  for  the  present.  He  thought  it  probable, 
when  ihe  House  had  acted  on  other  measures  of 
more  importance  than  this,  they  would  be  better 
prepared  to  act  on  this  subject.  When  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  had  determined  to  call 
up  ihis  bill  before  the  other  two  they  had  re- 
ported, it  was  under  the  impression  it  would  meet 
with  little  or  no  discussion  or  diversity  of  opin- 
ion. Disappointed  m  that  expectation,  and  be- 
lieving himself  that  the  provisions  b(  this  bill 
were  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  that  those 
provisions  were  wanting  that  were  necessary  to 
give  it  efficiency,  he  moved  lo  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  which  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  November  8. 

Mr.  McKi.M.  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  ship-owners  and  merchants  of  Bal- 
timore, representing,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
strict  blockade  of  our  bays  and  rivers,  the  private- 
armed  service  is  much  discouraged,  &,c..  and  sub- 
milting  to  Congress  the  expediency  of  authori- 
zing a  bounty  lo  be  given  for  the  destruction  of 
the  enemy's  vessels.  They  stale  their  opinion  of 
the  high  efTect  of  this  sort  of  warfare  on  the  ene- 
my's  commerce,  and  say  that  they  are  ready  lo 
give  the  best  pledge  of  their  sincerity  in  this  belief 
if  encouragement  be  afforded,  by  entering  largely 
into  the  enterprises  against  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy. — The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  a  bank,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  "  The  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Georgetown  ;"  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clopton, of  Virginia,  a  com- 
mittee was  ordered  to  be  appointed  lo  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  joint  res 
olulion  requesting  him  to  appoint  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Ca'^tille  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  [The  case 
of  the  petitioner  is  nearly  this,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
RoBERT.soN  :  The  petitioner  was  convicted,  be- 
fore the  United  States'  Court,  of  having  in  his 
possession  smuggled  goods,  and  was  therefor  fined 
to  the  amount  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. From  circumstances  which  appeared  on 
the  trial,  he  was  recommended  by  the  jury  to  the 
mercy  of  the  Government.  He  has  now  been  in 
prison  eighteen  months,  and,  unless  relieved  by 
Congress,  must  forever  remain  there.     Whatever 


property  he  has  or  may  acquire  still  remains  lia- 
ble for  the  fine.]  The  bill  was  ordered  lo  a  third 
reading. 

8M.\LL  ARMED  VESSELS. 

The  Hou>ie  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  pur- 
chased the  vessels  therein  described,  viz  :  not 
more  than  twenty  vessels,  to  carry  not  less  than 
eight  nor  more  than  fourteen  guns. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

,Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  (the  Chairman  of 
the  Naval  Committee.)  said,  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  sufficiently  explained  by  its  contents.  As  to 
its  expediency,  the  experience  of  the  present  war 
had  amply  demonstrated  the  utility  of  this  species 
of  force.  He  called  upon  the  Committee  for  a 
moment  to  turn  its  attention  lo  the  cruises  of 
those  vessels,  and  compare  their  effects  with  those 
of  the  cruises  of  ihe  larger  vessels.  The  conquests 
achieved  by  our  frigates,  dec.  would  never  be  for- 
gotten ;  they  were  great  and  important ;  but  their 
depredations  on  the  cotnmerce  of  the  enemy,  dur- 
ing long  cruises,  had  been  comparatively  unim- 
portant. On  reference  to  the  cruises  of  private 
armed  vessels,  of  the  class  contemplated  by  this 
bill,  a  very  different  result  appeared.  The  effects 
of  their  enterprises  against  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy  had  been  great  and  important;  such,  in- 
deed, as  to  give  us  every  reason  lo  believe  that  a 
class  of  small,  swift-sailing  vessels,  of  this  de- 
scription, would,  in  all  probability,  conduce  to  put 
a  speedy  end  to  the  war.  by  the  impression  it 
would  make  on  the  enemy's  commerce.  He  very 
much  doubted  whether  the  Government  could 
expend  a  small  sum  of  money  in  any  way  so  effi- 
ciently as  if  appropriated  lo  the  particular  pur- 
poses of  this  bill.  He  knew  some  of  the  besi  and 
most  enlightened  friends  of  the  Navy  were  op- 
posed to  the  bill;  but  he  did  not  believe,  taking 
into  consideration  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  .situation  of  the  country,  that  they  could 
assign  sufficient  objections  to  it.  Our  Navy  had 
acquired  a  greater  stock  of  glory,  credit,  and  rep- 
utation, to  themselves,  and  reflected  it  upon  the 
country,  than  ever  had  been  acquired  in  the  same 
space  of  time  by  any  military  equipment,  either  by 
land  or  ocean,  in  any  country.  He  had  paid  some 
little  attention  to  the  history  of  the  British  navy, 
and  he  believed  the  history  of  our  Navy  would 
stand  a  comparison  with  any  other  the  world 
affords.  But,  in  regard  to  depredation  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy,  he  believed  their  efficiency 
could  not  be  compared  to  that  of  vessels  of  a 
smaller  class. 

Mr.  W.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  oppose 
the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  If  he  could  persuade 
liimself  that  the  effects  anticipated  by  the  honor- 
able Ciiairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  could 
ever  be  realized,  in  the  common  course  of  events, 
he  should  be  the  last  man  in  the  House  to  oppose 
the  passage  of  the  bill  for  a  moment.  He  thought 
he  could  make  it  appear  that  the  ground  assumed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  wholly  un- 
tenable.    By  the  force  proposed  ia  this  bill,  Mr.  R. 
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said,  |t  was  Dot  expected  that  any  battles  were  to 
W-'fofght  ^iiii  the  naval  force  of  tlie  enemy  on 
ih*  ticean:  \ve  are.  on  the  contrary,  to  rely  on 
w^iaiasdone.  nnd  retreat  from  the  contest.    Would 
ihr   I^ouse,  hi>  asked,  create  a  force  which  would 
cwuf^l    those   officers  of   our    Navy    who   have 
al^•^'|y  won  so  much  glory  to  their  country,  to 
reRiirrj  to  thi..  npecies  of  vessel  ?     Would  tiiey  ob- 
lige e|  Perry,  a  Macdooough.  and  other  officers,  to 
ca{iif*and  that  jpecies  of  force  which  obliges  them 
t&  {al|e  flight  the  moment  they  come  in  sight  of 
th(^'Piijemy  ?     He  doubted,  indeed,  whether,  if  put 
i mi. {j|jn boats,  (the  most  contemptibleof all  force.) 
tfetiy  urould  cetreat  from  the  enemy  without  first 
try.in^  their  strength  with  hira.     it  was  degra- 
diiig  «ol  only  to  the  character  of  the  men,  but  of 
tb*'n-|tion.  to.-iubmit  such  men  to  serve  in  this  sort 
oil ■,7ifif(fuito  fleet.     However  he  might  have  been 
opfjos^d   to  the  war  from  its   commencement — 
an«t  fiothing  had  occurred  in  it.*  progress  which 
chScqed  hisopinionof  It— he  yet  entertained  those 
fef|^[.,,'s  wluch  actuated  htm,  in  its  cummence- 
m«)t,  to  endeavor  to  make  it  subservient,  so  far 
as  jjjie  could,  lo  correct  principles.     Thit;  would 
be^s^''ar  accotnplished  by  the  establishment  of  a 
iia|(y.|is  by  anything  ihey  could  do.     He  was  war- 
T&A^v^  by  facts  in  saying,  that  no  force  would  be 
halj  m>  efficient,  in  proportion  to  its  expense;  none 
W(f/il(J   be  of  so   much   service  to  the    country  ; 
not^.^ertaiiily.  would   touch  the  enemy  half  as 
rai'J;t):a>a  naval  force  of  a  proper  character.   What 
arl^vf  about  to  create  by  this  bill?  asked  Mr.  K. 
A  |^«?|:ies  of  force,  which,  like  the  cowardly  and 
ra',u'n">us  hawk,  pounces  on  its  prey.  but.  whilst 
sec^rmg  it,  perchance,  sees  some  king-bird  soar- 
inr*  round,  and  quits  its  prey   to  seek  safety  in 
igi?')blfe   flight.      Shall  we  expose  our  officers  to 
thi^  mjorlification  ?     He  hoped  not.     Mr.  R.  then 
lo^ji  view  of  the  CQst  and  expense  of  this  de- 
scijiptjon  of  vessels,  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  com- 
pa,J;rd'wiih  thai  of  sloops  of  war.  and  also  of  their 
reljtiire   efficacy    to  the  vessels   composing    the 
Da|y  of  tlie  enemy,  of  whose  vessels  in  coinmis- 
si<^,  ^n  number  558  a|t  the  last  accounts,  990,  be- 
siujls  |he  ships-of-the,'line  and  frigates,  would  be 
su|^'r>v>r,  and  only  abjjut  44  schooners,  &,c.,  infe- 
ncg  t^  it.     The  schooners  to  be  authorized  by  the 
bilf-vpon  liu:  ground,  which  he  assumed,  that 
th4  £;re  intended  to  U.*  schooners— would  be  infe- 
ricV.irj  force  to  three-fourths  of  the  valuable  mer- 
ch^it.  ships,  and  superior  only  to  such  enemy's 
ve*;.-fc  as  sail  un.ler  convoy,  for  the  dispersion'of 
wljchi  they  must  wan  before  they  could  operate 
up||Q  them.     Schooners,  besides,  were  unsafe  sea- 
bo.^sjiable  to  lose  tbeir  masts  and  spars,  which 
it  ^o»jld    be  difficult   for  them  to  replace.      He 
co^r^ited  with  these  vessels  the  class  of  sloops 
of  Jar,  D'Jt  greatly  mo.'e  expensive,  which,  he  said, 
wtge  ^qual  or  superkor  to  334  of  the  vessels  of 
lh«Jdr.emy's  navy,  and  which  no  merchant  vessel 
ev.^  presumed  to  resist.     For  the  sake  of  human- 
ity  even,  he  therefore  thought  they  ought  to  be 
prt ''-erred.     Much  reliance  appeared  lo  be  placed 
on -fh«*  fast  sailing  of  these  schooners.     They  did 
nojl  he   said,  sail    faster   than    well-constructed, 
iqt|ire-rtgged  vessels'  and  instanced  the  case  of 
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some  of  the  most  successful  of  our  privateers 
which  were  square-rigged,  whilst  those  which 
were  otherwise  rigged  had  almost  all  been  swept 
from  the  ocean  by  the  enemy's  cruisers.  He  stated 
iQ  terras  supplied  by  his  nautical  experience,  the 
reason  of  the  superiority  of  square-rigged  vessels. 
Our  frigates,  he  said,  were  able  to  overcome  any 
schooners  that  sailed  the  ocean.  In  short,  he  con- 
sidered it  a  settled  point,  that  our  square  rigged 
vessels,  built  for  sailing,  were  superior  to  the 
schooners  built  with  the  same  view.  Sloops  of 
war,  he  said,  could  be  equipped  nearly  a3  soon  as 
schooners,  and  were  more  efficient,  beyond  all 
calculation.  He  wanted  something  like  a  naval 
force  which  should  not  degrade  the  character  of 
the  country.  He  appealed  to  the  experience  of 
our  own  sloops  of  war  Argus,  Peacock,  dtc..  and 
said,  he  was  not  disposed  to  sanction  that  species 
of  force  which  insured  everything  but  honor, 
and  would  surrender  still  more  of  that  treasure 
wiiich  he  conceived  to  have  bem  already  lav- 
ishly expended.  He  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  of  that  clause  which  describes  the 
force  of  the  vessels,  the  words  "  not  less  than  8 
nor  more  than  14  guns,"  and  inserling  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  •'  not  less  than  20  nor  more  ttiaa 
24  guns."' 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  corrected  the 
impression  of  xMr.  Reed  as  to  •  schooners,"  which 
word    was    not    contained    in    the    bill,    but    the 
word  "vessels.''  .Mr.  I.  was  desirous  of  amending 
the  bill  so  as  to  read   '-not  less  than  eight  not 
more    than    twenty-two  guns.''      Tnis    he    said, 
would   be  doing  little  more  than  extending  the 
discretion  of  tlie  iNavy  Department,  in   the  par- 
ticular  in  which   he  thought  it  might   be  safely 
confided  in  ;  and,  without  subscnbiu*'  to  the  sen- 
timents of  either  of  the   gentlemen,  he  did   not 
despair  of   being  able   to  satisfy  the   Committee 
that  the  amenilraent  he  proposed  would  answer 
the  purposes  of  itie  Government  better  than   in 
Its  present   shape.      The   limitation  to  fourteen 
guns,  he  apprehended,  was  inserted  in  the  other 
House  on  tlie  motion  of  a  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  S.MiTH,)  for  wtiose  professional  knowl- 
edge and  general  opinions  on  this  subject,  Mr.  I. 
said,  he  had  the  greatest  respect.     But  it  was  not 
the  fact,  he  believed,  that  the  best  privateers  were 
limited    to  fourteen   guns;  and  for  proof  of  this 
assertion    he  need   only  refer   to  the  newspapers 
of  the  last  week.     One  or  two  privateers  wuich 
had    lately  come   into  port,  after   reaping  a  rich 
harvest  on  the  ocean,  carried  sixteen  guns.     They 
were,  however,  manned  by  adventurous  men.  ac- 
customed to  man  and  work  what  are  called  the 
Baltimore  schooners,  and  who  without  any  dis- 
paragement to  the  officers  of  the  Navy  were  better 
qualified  ttian  they  for  that  peculiar  classof  vessels, 
Mr,  I,  favored  the  adoption  of  a  larger  class  than 
th.Tt  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  better  adapted  to  our 
officers,  and  also  to  the  nature  of  the  service.    He 
referred  to  the  cruises  o(  our  sloops  of  war,  which 
had  been  brilliant  and  honorable  to  our  country, 
annoying,  mischievous,  and  discreditable  to  the 
enemy.     He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  leaving  a 
discretion  in  the  Government  to  build  or  purchase 
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vessels  of  different  rates,  from  eight  to  twenty- 
two  guns. 

Mr.  .McKiM,  of  Maryland,  said  he  wa^  im- 
pressed with  the  belief  that  the  smaller  descrip- 
tion of  vessels  embraced  in  the  bill  would  be 
more  beneficial  than  the  large  class  now  pro- 
posed. If  we  take  a  view  of  the  cruises  of  dif- 
ferent vessels,  public  and  private,  of  various  sizes, 
it  must  be  obvious  that  smaller  vessels  are  abun- 
dantly more  efficient  than  the  larger  ones.  Tlie 
larger  vessels  added  to  our  glory,  and  proved 
our  military  capacity  on  the  ocean;  never  had 
the  valor,  intrepidity,  and  nautical  skill  of  any 
nation  been  more  distinguished  than  those  of 
the  United  States.  But  he  was  astonished  to 
hear  any  gentleman  assert  that  small  vessels 
were  not  more  efficient  in  annoying  the  com- 
merce of  ihe  enemy  than  larger  ones.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  tliat  our  naval  military  renown 
had  been  raised  to  the  highest  point;  and,  if  he 
had  the  management,  he  would  not  again  send 
out  our  larger  vessels  durino:  the  war.  for  there 
would  be  little  chance  of  meeting  with  vessels  of 
the  enemy  except  in  squadron.  Our  object  is 
now  to  attack  the  enemy  where  he  is  most  vul- 
nerable, in  his  commerce;  fcjr  that  purpose,  he 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  the  smaller  class  of  ves- 
sels was  the  best,  and  th"  expense  of  them  not 
more  than  thirty  or  thirty-five  thousand  dollars 
each.  Britain  now  enjoyed  almost  the  whole 
carrying  trade  of  the  world.  It  is  in  our  power, 
in  a  great  degree,  to  deprive  her  of  the  advan- 
tages of  it,  and  he  hoped  we  should  avail  our- 
selves of  the  opportunity, 

Mr.  Wright,  of  .Maryland,  adverted  to  the 
cruise  of  the  Mammoth  privateer,  noticed  in  this 
morning's  paper,  and  read  it  as  an  argument  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  As  to  the  rigging,  it  was  not  pre- 
scribed in  the  bill  but  left,  as  it  should  be.  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Head  of  the  Department.  As 
to  the  discredit  of  running  from  an  enemy,  Mr. 
W.  asked  if  any  honor  was  lost  if  by  accident 
our  naval  officers  in  these  vessels  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an  enemy  treble  or  ten  times  its 
force,  or  if  they  made  every  exertion  to  escape 
capture  by  superior  force  .'  He  contended  not. 
The  cruise  of  the  Mammoth  proves  the  efficacy 
of  these  vessels;  she  captured  and  destroyed 
twenty-one  vessels,  saw  many  cruisers,  but  escaped 
Irom  them  all,  anything  in  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tl^eman  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  When 
France  had  been  obliged  to  shut  up  her  ships-of- 
ihe-line  in  port,  she  had  greatly  annoyed  the 
British  commerce  by  her  small  cruisers.  Let 
gentlemen  turn  their  eyes  to  the  accounts  of  the 
dissatisfaction  at  Lloyd's,  and  they  will  find  the 
enterprise  of  our  privateers  and  small  national 
armed  vessels  has  greatly  vexed  the  British  mer- 
chants. We  can  fit  out  three  or  four  of  these  for 
the  cost  of  one  sloop  of  war;  even  the  smallest 
class  were  equal  to  cope  with  any  merchantman; 
and  they  were  not  expected  to  catch  frigates. 
They  had  been  compared  to  hawks.  Making  use 
of  this  comparison,  he  said  he  had  never  heard  of 
a  hawk  catching  an  eagle,  though  eagles  fre- 
quently caught  hawks.  For,  he  said,  these  small 
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vesNels  were  not  expected  to  encounter  frigates 
or  sloops  of  war.    He  compared  them  lo  the  skir- 
mishers of  an  army,  who  fight  till  out-numbered, 
and   then   retreat   to  the  main   body.     Our  large 
vessels  could  not  get  in  or  out,  whilst  these  flyers 
would  defy  the  cruisers  of  the  enemy  to  block- 
ade  them.     A  privateer  of  eight  guns,  he  said, 
was  able  to  take  a  merchant  ship  of  forty  guns 
and    only  half  the  number  of  men.      He    made 
some  allusion  to  the  use  of  liquid  fire,  to  be  used 
at  sea  and  spouted  on   the  enemy.     Gentlemen 
might  laugh  at    this  idea,  he  said,  but  he  had  no 
doubt,  if  it  were  made  the  interest  of  the  retrion 
from  which    the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
cornes,  the  people  in  that  quarter  would  find  the 
means  of  applying  this  invention,  which  had  re- 
ceived the  warm  approbation  of  some  men  well 
skilled  in  nautical  war.     If  these  vessels  carried 
too  many  guns,  it  would  impede   their  sailing. 
This   description    of  vessels   (Baltimore   flyers) 
required  to  be  trimmed   and    navigated  in  a  par- 
ticular way;  and  ,'ie  did  not  know,  if  the  enemy 
got  possession  of  one  of  them,  but  they  would  up- 
set It  from  ignorance  of  the  manner  of  sailing  it. 
It  would  be  folly  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  Mr, 
W,  said,  to  send  our  frigates  out  for  the  purpose 
of  fighting   alone  again:-t  so  superior  a  force  as 
they  must  encounter;  for  even  the  French,  with 
their  great    navy,  had    been  obliged    lo  lay  it  up 
when   a',  war  with  England,  or  else  lo  send  out 
squadrons  by  siealtli.     As  to  these  schooners,  Mr. 
VV.  said,  they  could  noi  be  caught ;  you  might  as 
well  attempt  lo  catch  a  bird.    They  can  sail  nearer 
tiie  wind  than  square  rigged  vessels,  <tc.   He  knew 
enough  of  navigation  to  know  that  they  could,  in 
that  way.  out  sail  square  rigged  vessels,  &,c.    He 
hoped,  llierefore,  the  gentleman  from   Massachu- 
setts would  sanction  this  bill  as  it  stood,  anything 
in  his  opposition  to  the  war  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

.Mr.  Low.MDEs  said  he  should  vole  against  this 
amendment,  in  expectation  that  ihe  amendment 
suggested  by  .Mr.  I.ngersoll  would  be  accepted. 
He  was  in  favor  of  vesii  ig  a  discretion  in  the 
Executive  as  to  the  precise  rate  of  these  vessels. 
Listening  aiieniively  to  the  arguments,  he  could 
see  noground  on  which  lo  believe  that  the  House 
were  more  competent  lo  decide  the  question  as  to 
the  proper  rate  of  these  vessels,  and  the  proper 
number  of  guns  or  mast^  they  should  carry,  than 
ihe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  therefore  he 
was  disposed  to  C'^nsign  ihisqueslion.  In  respect 
to  one  point,  the  capacity  of  schooners  to  outsail 
square  rigged  vessels,  he  could  say  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  was  mistaken.  He  was  int'ormed 
by  a  naval  officer,  than  whom  there  was  none  in 
whom  more  confidence  might  be  reposed.  (Captain 
Perry.)  that  he  had  never  known  an  instance  in 
which  a  brig  of  the  United  States  had  failed  to 
overtake  a  schooner.  The  brigs  of  the  enemy 
might  not  be  able  to  overtake  our  schooners;  but 
this  difference  arose  from  the  superiority  of  our 
'eamanship.  Withoulas-.igning thereasons  which 
satisfied  his  mind  of  the  expediency  of  a  larger 
class  of  vessels,  he  said  he  should  vote  against  this 
amendment,  with  a  view  to  vote  for  one  which 
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shf. j1^  leave  a  wider  discretion  with  the  Execu-  !  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Pleasants  very  decid- 
tivf-.  *  I  ediy  opposed  this  moiion,  on  the  ground  of  the 

*^Ui  quesiion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Heed's  very  unnecessary  delay  it  would  occasion  to  the 
mJ^iiii  to  amend  the  bill,  and  negatived— ayes  execution  of  this  bill,  which  ought  to  be  carried 
oni^  )0.  into  effect  promptly,  if  ai  all.     The  two  objects 

t4r^  Ingersoll  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  did  not  conflict,  nor  were  they  connected  ;  and 
b^^tiiking  cue  14,  the  maximum,  and  insertins:  the  amendment  was  therefore  injudicious..  '  The 
2<:^gi3ns,  so  as  that  the  r-ite  of  the  vessels  shall  Government  had,  no  doubt,  made  every  exertioa 
n(|.;rafll  shori  of  8  nor  exceed  22  guns.  to  get  these  vessels  ready,  compatible  with  other 

yjj'hfs  motion  Mr.  I;,  supported  by  a  speech,  in    engagements,  and  the  urgency  of  the  case,  4.c. 
wjScI*  he  expressed  his  decided  preference  fur  the  ,       This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  only  25. 
la^ert  class  of  vessels.     He  reviewed  the  cruises        The  Committee  then  rose  and  rejKJried  the  bill 
ofVu^  frigates,  pronouncing  the  capture  of  the    to   the  House,  who  agreed    to   the  amendment 
G.'/^rnere   by   the  C<)nsiiiution  as    having   been    which  had  been  made  to  it. 

mri*e  important,  in  its  moral  effect,  than  all  the  Mr.  Willia.m  Reeu  then  moved  to  strike  out 
crrisfs  of  all  our  privateers  put  together;  and  eight,  the  minimum  of  force,  and  insert  "  eighi- 
ce»Sftioly  the  most  efficient  cruise  ofany  vessel,  !  een  ;'  which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and 
gr.'^tor  small,  had    been    that  of  the  Essex.     If  ^  nays — yeas  43.  nays  98. 

th-/e  vess-h  were  injended  merely  to  act  as  pri-  j  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
vaj^^fs,  they  had  notjiing  to  do  but  to  take  off  the    time  to-morrow. 

duibii  duties  on  prize  goods,  and  they  would  have  

ntjrjjcjcasion  to  employ  public  vessels  on  that  ser-  '  _,, 

v^-J./;  Wednesday,  ISovember  9. 

^Ir^  Pleasants  spoke  in  explanation.  He  had  Mr.  Kilboijrn,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  memorial 
noiolijectioii  to  the  amendment  now  proposed.  |  ol  seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  persons,  pray- 
gC^g!  to  extend  the  Executive  discretion,  but  that  ,  ing,  for  reasons  therein  slated,  that  certain  public 
It  Xyo^ld  interfere  with  the  bill  as  it  had  been  ar-  lands  may  be  appropriated  and  sold  at  twelve  and 
ra^i'ui  with  some  care  in  the  Senate,  and  passed  a  half  cents  the  acre  to  actual  settlers.  On  the 
ih«  body.  The  idra  of  disgrace  attaching  to  question  to  refer  the  same  to  the  Committee  oa 
ve^t'is  from  running  from  superior  force,  was  '  Public  Lands,  there  were  for  the  moiion  48, 
mi^e-  romantic  than  real.  On  what  principle-,  i  against  it  50.  So  the  House  refused  to  refer  the 
ov^bi  naval  commanders,  or  even  military  com-  said  memoriaJ,  which  falls  on  the  table  of  course, 
m^ijers,  loacl?  Every  wise  general,  every  pru-  Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  from  the  District  Com- 
dalt  sea  captain,  wsll  get  out  of  the  way  of  a  mitiee,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  »ub- 
fovJt'loo  heavy  for  \\\ut :  a  ship  flies  a  frigate,  a  ;  scribers  to  a  bank  in  Alexandria,  by  the  name 
(rtji^ie  a  sevt-nty-four,  <Scc.  This  objection,  he  and  style  of  ihe  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria; 
ihj^^ht,  had  as  little  weight  as  any  other  which  .  which  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 
h^  l.een  urged.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Castille,  of  the 

'I'jie  question  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  '  city  of  New  Orlean-^,  was  read  a  third  lime. 
M>*iNGER&OLL,  wa.-s  decided   in   the  affirmative        The    bill  from    the    Senaie   "authoriziDg   the 
bydtt,  large  majority.  President  of  the  United    Stales  to  cause  to   be 

.'*^lr.  William  Reed  then  moved  to  amend  the  ;  built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described," 
hi  J  <o  as  to  put  it  in  execution,  "as  soon  as  mea-  as  amended  in  thi-s  House,  was  read  a  third  lime, 
'  sr^rcs  are  taken  to  eouip  for  sea  such  of  the  larger  i  and  passed,  without  opposition. 
'  fif.ssels  directed  to  he  built  by  former  law-^.  as  are  On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  the 
'  H  i^ch  a  state  of  forwardness  as  that  they  may  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
'  bt-i-quipped  during  the  ensuing  winter."  Whole  on  the   bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 

jP^is  motion  he  sijipported  by  a  speech  of  con-  State  to  muke  an  additional  allowance,  during 
sitfie^ble  length,  in  which  he  expressed  a  want  of  the  present  war,  to  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing 
ci4t!*lence  in  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  \  home  destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen 
wtjiA  prevented  hini  from  relying  implicitly  on  j  to  the  United  States. 

hi<\  <or  the  faithful  execution  of  this  trust,  unle.-s  Mr.  Eppe.s  quoted  the  letters  received  from  the 
hUnv^re  bound  to  it  by  a  special  provision  like  j  Secretary  of  State  at  the  last  session  recomraend- 
th-jp.  He  adverted  to  the  state  of  these  vessels  ;  ing  the  passage  of  the  bill;  from  which  it  ap- 
thi  inactivity  of  preparation.  Why  they  were  ,  pears  that  no  larger  appropriation  is  asked  for 
letj  4efenceleiis,  and  obliged  to  rely  on  the  indul-  I  than  that  annually  made,  but  the  appropriation 
gOfccJi  or  generosity  of  the  States  for  the  cannon  ,  of  a  gro^s  sum  of  the  same  amount  is  recom- 
lotl)rv)tecl  tin  m,  he  could  not  say,  but  he  should  ^  mended,  and  also  the  repeal  of  the  limitation  now 
btiglad  to  know.  He  made  a  number  of  other  '  provided  of  ten  dollars  for  each  seaman  so  brought 
retiyi/ks  in    this  strain,  and    to  show  the  advan-     into  the  United  Stato. 

taj|5.-  the  United  States  would  derive  from  send-        The    Committee    reported    the    bill    without 

amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 


ingt^ese  vessels  out.  this  Winter,  which  was  not 

yt?;rx)o  late   to   be  jiccomplished    by  a  zealous,     for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


ia^Sfti'i  and  active  oJBcer.  «tc.  Though  no  friend 
to'4>,v'  war,  he  was  disposed  by  active  exertions  to 
brjng  it  to  as  speedy  a  close  as  possible,  &c. 

I 


The  bill  directing  the  staff  officers  of  ihe  Army 
to  corapiy  with  the  requisitions  of  the  naval  and 
marine   officers    in    certain    cases,    having    been 
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called  over,  was.  on   motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants, 
of  Virginia,  ppstponed  until  to-morrow  week. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Eppes.  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  "  lo  provide  ad- 
^  diiional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
'  Government,  and  sustaining  the  public  credit,  by 
'  layinjj  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
'  ted  Slates,  and  amendins  the  act  laying  duties 
'  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors." 

The  bill  contains  twenty-seven  sections,  all  of 
mere  detail,  conformable  to  ihe  resolutions  which 
have  passed  the  House,  except  the  following: 

Sxe.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  towardn 
establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  Governtnent.  for  the  punctu- 
al payment  of  the  public  debt,  principal  and  interest, 
contracted  and  to  be  contracted,  accordinf;  to  the  terms 
of  the  contracts  respectively  ;  and  for  creating  an  ade- 
quate sinking  fund  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually 
to  extinguish  the  public  debt,  contracted,  and  to  be 
contracted;  the  rates  and  duties  laid  and  imposed  by 
this  act,  and  the  duties  laid  and  imposed  upon  licensee 
to  distillers,  in  and  by  the  said  art,  entitled  ".\n  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors,"  shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected 
during  the  present  war  between  us  and  Great  Britain, 
and  until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely 
accomplished,  anything  in  the  said  act  of  Congress  to 
the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise,  notwithstanding. 
•And  for  the  eflfectual  application  oi  the  revenue  to  be 
raised  by  and  from  the  said  duties  to  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged :  I'rorided  always.  That 
whenever  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  alter, 
reduce,  or  change  the  said  duties  or  either  of  them,  it 
shall  be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon  providing  and  substitu- 
ting by  law,  at  the  same  time,  and  tor  the  same  pur- 
poses, other  duties  which  shall  be  equally  productive 
with  the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or  changed:  And 
provided  further.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  deemed  or  construed  in  anywise  to  rescind  or 
impair  any  specific  appropriation  of  the  said  duties  or 
either  of  them  ;  but  such  appropriation  shall  remain 
and  be  carried  into  effect  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  law  and  lans  making  the  same, 
anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sir.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Presitlent  of  the  United  Sutes  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the 
collection  and  receipt  of  the  duties  laid  and  imposed 
by  this  act,  and  by  the  said  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  by 
obtaining  a  loan,  upon  the  pledge  of  the  said  duties  for 
the  reimbursement  thereof,  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing six  millions  of  dollars,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum.  .\nd  any  bank 
or  banks  now  incorporated,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
incorporated,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
is,  and  are,  hereby  authoriied  to  make  such  loan :  Pro- 
vided always,  and  it  is  expressly  declared,  That  the 
money  so  obtained  upon  loan,  shall  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  to  which  the  said  duties  so  to  be 
pledged  are  by  this  act  applied  and  appropriated,  and 
to  no  other  purposes  whatsoever. 

The  bill  was  comraiited. —  And  on  niouoo.  the 
Hou^'C  adjourned. 


TbdrsdaV;  November  10. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  do  not  concur  in  the  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  "to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described." 
A  moiion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pleasants, 
that  this  House  do  recede  from  iheir  amendment 
to  the  bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  as  aforesaid. 
And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative:  Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  insist  on  the  said 
amendment,  and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  sub- 
ject-matter thereof. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  William  Reed,  and  Mr. 
Ingersoll.  were  appointed  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  disagreetneni  to 
the  amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  '•  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  de- 
scribed," and  agree  to  the  conference  asked  upon 
the  subject-matter  thereof,  and  have  appointed 
managers  on   their  part. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State, 
during  the  present  war,  to  make  an  additional  al- 
lowance to  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  home 
destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joha 
Chalmers,  jr.  The  bill  was  discussed,  and  its 
object  explained  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  (Mr.  Yancey)  and  by  the  read- 
:  ing  of  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  then  re- 
;  ported  to  the  House. 

After  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  some 
I  discussion  took  place  on  the  point,  whether  Mr. 
I  Chalmers  did  or  did  not  receive  timely  notice  of 
I  the  intention  to  burn  the  building  containing  the 
'  yarn,  &c.,  which  was  destroyed.  The  bill  was 
I  eventually  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  on  motioa 
I  of  Mr.  Eppes  of  Virginia. 

I  On  motion  of  Mr.  Kilboi'RN,  of  Ohio,  the  peti- 
I  lion  which  he  presented  yesterday,  praying  for 
,  the  exposure  of  the  public  lands  for  sale  at  twelve 
j  and  a  half  cents  per  acre  to  actual  settlers,  was 
I  taken  up  and  referred. 

I  ARMY  SUPPLIES  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

'  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affair* 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  Army  by  contracts, 
or  some  other  better  calculated  for  a  state  of  war,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
inform  the  House  whether  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates  is  trained  by  any  one  uniform  system  of  disci- 
pline ;  and,  if  not,  what  are  the  causes  which  have 
prevented  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
state  to  the  House,  that  next  to  having  an  army, 
to  have  it  well  supplied  and  well  trained   wu 
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an.^ifyecl  ol'  the  greatest  importance.     He   had  j 
ber^  jnformed.  from  a  source  to  be  relied  on,  that 
thu^prestni  mode  of  .•supplying  the  Army,  whilst  j 
it^^bjected  ilie  public  to  speculations  by  the  con-  | 
trjiutiirs.   was    froqueolly    on    great    emergencies 
fou^f;  wholly  inefficient.     One  of  the   most  im- 
porjapt  enterprises  in  the  South  would  have  fail- 
ed >n*  consequence  of  the  deficiency  of  the  con- 


Friday,  November  11. 

Another  member,  lowit:  from  New  York, Isaac 
Williams,  jr.,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying 
tiiat  their  charier  may  be  so  amended  as  that  they 
may  be  authorized  to  issue  notes  for  any  sum  not 
less  than  one  dollar. — Referred  to  the  Committee 


tralrivr.  had  n(?t  the  liifficulty  been  overcome  by  ^  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
thv^^'eat  energy  of  the  Commanding  General  on  |  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
lh»i  occasion.  There  was.  he  had  also  under-'  habitants  of  the  counties  of  Augusta,  Rocking- 
Bt^yd;a  variance  in  ihe  discipline  of  the  Army.  :  ham,  and  Shenandoah,  in  trie  State  of  Virginia, 
in*  ^Oiisequence  of  fi,ve  or  six  different  systems  ,  who  profess  themselves  to  be  of  that  class  of  citi- 
erfiibiyed  in  training  of  the  Army.  So  great  zens  called  ancient  German  Baptists.  Tunkards, 
w4;  this  variance,  that  no  large  body  of  our  !  and  Menonists ;  and  are  con.scieutiously  scrupu- 
Alr^ji,  Brown's  cininjand  perhaps  excepted,  could  j  lous  of  bearing  arms,  praying  to  be  protected  in  the 
be jfttfjperly  exercised  together.  .  full   enjoyment   of   their    religious  liberties,  and 

inhp  resolutions  w«re  agreed  to  '  liberty  ot  conscience,  according  to  the  faith. — Re- 

*     "  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Eppes,  Irom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commis- 


?  t 
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WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

M[r».  Eppes,  by  general  consent,  made  a  report 
fr»i^  ihe  Committee  pf  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  |  sioner  of  llie  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office 
ai|ifi/dmenl  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  three!  to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses;  which  was  read 
lU^BHin  loan  bill.  [This  amendment  proposes  to  ;  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
pR'ii.'je,  to  pay  the  interest  and  gradually  redeem  ;  third  lime  to-day. 

ihJel^i/iDCipal  of  this  particular  loan,  a  poriion  of  |  Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  to  provide  addi- 
tKetiiiternal  duties  now  existing,  or  to  be  hereaf-  lional  revenues  for  defraying  ilie  expenses  of  Guv- 
tet^  imposed.]  The  Commitiee  of  Ways  and  erumeui  and  maintainn.g  ihe  public  credit,  by 
Mtans  recommend  a  disagreement  to  the  amend-  |  duties  on  >ales  at  auction  ;  on  the  postage  of  let- 
mi-fct, of  the  Senate.  ters  ;  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquurs, 

i.Vfr;  EppE8.  of  Virginia  s  id.  the  Committee  of  and  foreign  merchandise;  on  carriages  fur  the 
Vjfsljf*  and  Meanii  bad  had  under  consideration  ;  conveyance  of  persons;  and  on  plated  harness; 
thie.ppopriety  of  a  iieneral  increase  of  the  Sinking;  which  was  read  twice  and  commiiled. 
F;tiji<t  They  considered  it  proper  that  any  mea-  Mr.  Je.nnings,  from  the  commiilee  appointed 
si^rKof  this  kind  ought  lo  apply  to  all  the  new  on  ihe  4th  lastaot.  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
sti)»|;  and  not  to  a  small  portion  of  it.  On  this  publicalionof  the  lawsof  the  United  Slates  within 
stiljjif  t  they  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secre-  ,  ihe  Territories  of  the  United  Stales  ;  which  was 
t»r%  rtf  the  Treasury,  requesiinghim  to  state  those  read  twice,  anJ  ordered  to  be  engrosved,  and  read 
p>iHnJulars  of  information  whicn  were  necessary     ihe  third  lime  to-moirow. 

td  Jn?ble  ihf  Comraiitee  to  take  up  the  whole  sub-  An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Coramis- 
j(^<^,  and  place  the  new  debt  of  the  United  Slates  sioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office 
uofo^lhe  same  firm  and  solid  basis  that  ihc  old  to  aid  hitn  in  signing  licenses  was  read  the  third 
dt!)!  had  previously  been  placed  on.  If  the  House  time  and  passed. 
Yitke  of  opinion  that  il  would  be  belter  to  apply  On  motion  of  .Mr.  Condict, 
t^*  principle  to  a  fragment  ol'  the  debt,  than  to  Resolved,  That  the  report  and  documents  sub- 
nJilkQ  the  general  provision  he  had  suggested,  they  milled  to  the  House,  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  by 
^(^rd  vote  fur  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  man- 
lijb«*wevtr  i(  was  their  opinion  that  every  pub-  ner  of  making  contracts  for  supplying  the  Army 
lii:;/c ('editor  ought  to  receive  the  same  measure  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
o|'?ji<slice.  and  that  no  line  of  discrimination  OQ  Public  Expenditures,  with  instructions  to  la- 
oUrlt>t  to  he  drawn  between  them,  ihe  rule  ought  quire  in  what  particular  instances,  if  any.  the 
t^fbii  extendfd  to  all  the  new  debt,  if  to  any.  public  moneys  advanced  to  quariermasiers  and 
T^ijepomminee  had  o:i  these  grounds  determined  army  contractors  have  been  misapplied;  what 
lO|r»rcommeqd  a  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  losses,  if  any,  are  likely  lo  be  sustained,  and  what 
airfegdraent.  'On  this  view  of  the  subject,  when  measures,  it  any,  are  taken  for  their  recovery; 
thJ  House  rejflected  that  they  had  already  given  and  that  said  committee  be  further  instructed  to 
th|  i|>ost  substantial  pledges  10  impose  sufficient  inquire  and  report  to  this  House,  in  what  par- 
taiet;  when  a  bill  bad  been  reported  containing  ticular  instances,  if  any.  the  supplies  of  provisions 
a  *)ri)vision   for    creating    an    adequate    Sinking    and  other  necessaries,  furnished  bv  the  contrac- 


by 
PJn<l.  and  paying  the  interest  of  the  debt,  and  tors  for  the  use  of  the  militia,  when  in  service, 
thSsj  reviving  the  public  credit,  he  hoped  the  have  been  lound  to  be  either  deficient  in  quantity 
HtoUjre  would;  think  with  him,  that  it  would  be  \  or  unfit  fur  use.  together  with  such  amendment* 
na  rrt  correct  to  take  that  course   than   to  adopt  ;  as  the  laws  on  these  subjects  may,  in  their  opinion, 


(b(   amendment  of  tlje  Senate 

Ti^e  question  to  di.sagree  to  the  amendment  of 
ihi   f^'enate.  was  decpded  in  the  affirmative. 

■    :  i  I 

•; 


require. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  War  Department,  staling,  that  few  or 
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DO  material  papers  were  lost,  during  the  late  in- 
cursion of  the  enemy. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
sisiing  on  their  amendment  to  the  three  million 
loan  bill,  and  inviting  a  coni'erence.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  House  insisted  on  their  disa- 
greement, and  accepted  ihe  invitation  of  the  Sen- 
ate 10  a  conference. 

The  House,on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey  of  North 
Carolina,  resumed  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Chalmers,  jr.  Further  evidence 
in  support  of  his  claim  was  produced  and  read. 

The  motion  depending  on  the  former  discussion 
of  the  bill,  was  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claira». 

The  questions  now  presented  by  it  were  these: 
1.  Whether  this  was  a  cla^s  of  cases,  which,  if 
clearly  established,  was  entitled  to  the  favorable 
atteiiiion  of  Congress?  2.  Whether,  if  it  was  such 
a  case,  it  would  be  proper  lo  act  singly  on  this 
case,  without  reference  to  others  of  a  similar 
character?  3.  Whether  the  statement  of  facts 
was  supported  by  the  evidence  ?  On  the  two  first 
of  these  points,  the  opinion  appeared  lo  be  gen- 
erally favorable  to  the  claimant,  considering  his 
case  entirely  sui  generis.  On  the  last  point,  there 
was  a  difference  of  opinion,  on  the  ground  that 
the  House  had  not  before  it  as  conclusive  evidence 
on  ihe  subject  as  was  within  their  reach. 

In  the  end,  however,  <he  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  called  up  the  National 
Bank  bill ;  but.  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gaston  of 
North  Carolina  that  time  had  not  been  allowed 
since  it  was  reported  for  the  due  consideration  of 
its  provisions,  waived  his  motion,  and  gave  notice 
that  he  should  call  it  up  on  Monday. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  making  further 
provision  '"for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
Army  by  classifying  the  free  male  population  of 
the  United  States;"  having  been  called  over — 

Mr.  LowNDE.s,  of  Souih  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  further  consideration  of  this  order  of  the  day  be 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next.  In  support  of  this 
motion,  he  urged  the  impropriety  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  acting  at  the  same 
time  on  two  bill*,  witti  totally  distinct  provisions, 
having  ihe  same  object  in  view.  If  buth  should 
pass,  ibe  interchangeof  the  bills  would  place  each 
House  in  an  awkward  predicament.  In  ai:y  view, 
no  lime  could  be  saved  by  acting  on  this  bill. 
pending  the  discussion  of  another  bill  on  the  same 
subject  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  question  on  posij)onemenl  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  without  a  division. 

PETITION  OF  WILLI.\M  ARNOLD. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Willtam  Arnold;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Commiiiee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he  was  possesged  ol  a 
loan  office  certificate,  issued  from   the   loan   ofBce  in 


Masaachusetts,  payable  to  Christopher  Clark,  or  bearer, 
for  $600,  and  daied  the  25lh  October,  1777.  That  on 
the  27lh  December,  1787,  bis  house  was  burnt,  and, 
with  it,  this  certificate,  &c.  He  prays  that  another 
certificate  of  like  value  may  be  issued  to  him. 

From  the  p;;per8  submitted  to  the  committee,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  house  of  the  petitioner  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  that  the  said  certifi- 
cate had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  petitioner ;  that 
the  fact  of  its  destruction  was  made  known  to  two  wit- 
nesses soon  adcr  it  happened ;  and  that  notice  of  said 
destruction  wan  given  in  one  of  the  public  papers  of 
Boston,  and  also  in  the  Newport  Herald.  These  ad- 
vertisements were  not  inserted,  however  until  October, 

1790,  nearly  three  years  after  the  destruction. 

In  December,  1790,  the  petitioner  notified  the  com- 
missioner of  loans  at  Boston  of  the  fact,  and  deposited 
with  him  the  evidence  thereof.     That  in  November, 

1791,  he  petitioned  Congress  on  the  subject,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
made  his  report  in  April,  1792.  This  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  who  reported  thereon,  but  the 
report  was  not  further  acted  on. 

From  the  above  facts  it  appears  that  the  p>etitioner 
has  complied  with  the  requisites  of  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  10th  of  May,  1780,  in  every  particular 
except  as  to  the  time  in  which  notice  should  have 
been  given  of  the  destruction. 

It  also  appears,  by  a  letter  received  from  the  .Audi- 
tor of  the  Treasury,  that  this  claim  was  presented,  and 
registered  in  his  office  on  the  29th  of  May,  1795, 
which  is  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the 
21  St  April,  1794 ;  and  that  the  reason  why  it  waa  not 
recognised  and  settled  was,  that  the  advertisement  of 
the  destruction  of  the  certificate  was  too  late  to  entitle 
the  claimant  to  relief. 

From  the  foregoing  facts,  the  committee  feel  satis- 
fied that  the  claim  is  a  just  one;  and  they  find  no 
legal  objection  to  its  being  allowed,  except  that  the 
provision  of  the  resolve  of  1780,  relative  to  the  notice 
of  the  destruction  of  the  certificate  haa  not  been  ':om- 
plied  with.  They  do  not  think  this  objection  sufficient 
to  bar  the  claim.  It  may  not  be  proper,  on  slight  oc- 
casions, to  forego  the  provisions  of  a  law  founded  in 
wisdom,  and  thereby  give  precedents  to  sanction  claims 
supported  neither  by  law  nor  equity  ;  but  when  to  ob- 
tain justice  it  is  necessary  to  do  so,  the  committee  feel 
not  only  willing,  but  bound  to  do  it.  They,  therefore, 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to 
be  granted. 

Trkasurt  Department, 

Auditor's  Office,  October  29,  1814. 
8ih:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  27lh  instant, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  claim  of  William 
Arnold  for  the  renewal  of  a  loan  office  certificate  of 
the  nominal  value  of  six  hundred  dollars,  under  the 
act  nf  the  21st  .AprU,  1794,  was  presented  and  regis- 
tered at  this  office,  on  the  29th  .May,  1795;  and  that 
the  papers  in  ralation  thereto  (believed  to  be  the  same 
no;v  offered  in  support  of  his  petition)  remained  in 
my  possession  until  the  5th  of  March,  1814,  when  ihcy 
were  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Potter  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. The  objection  to  the  admission  of  thi« 
claim  at  the  Treasury,  as  noted  on  a  general  statement 
furnished  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claimi, 
on  the  8th  of  March,  1802,  were  in  the  following 
words  ;  "  The  destruction  appears  to  have  taken  place 
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<ni  tiie  27th  I)ecemb«'r,  1787,  but  was  not  tdvertiMd 
l|i«ij  the  mon-.h  of  October,  1790,  which  wm  too  late 
tu<enUtle  th»!  claimant  to  the  benefit  of  th«  act."  The 
Vtion  and  d«)cument«  are  herewith  returned. 

have  thi'  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  air,  your 
recent  hnialtle  aervant, 

R.  HARRISON. 


Pay  of  the  Troops— Small  Armed  Vessels. 


November,  18U. 


r 
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jHpn.  JoH<  C  CHApraLi, 
I  i  CJtatrntan  of  Committ 

I  PAY  OP  THI 


!i; 


ittee  on  Pensions,  4rc. 
THE  TROOPS. 


ers  carries.     The  ressels  erabractd   by  the  bill 

were  considered  by  the  Naval  Committee  merely 
in  the  light  of  a  temporary  acquisition,  not  as  a 
permanent  addition  to  the  Navy.     Veswls  of  this 
description  could  be  very  readily  obtained,  pre- 
pared with  great  facility  and  sent  to  sea  with  ex- 
pedition, (winch    was  a  great  object,)  and  when 
there  was  no  longer  occasion  for  them,  could  be 
dispo.sed  of  at  their  fall  value.     All   these  consid- 
[  eralions,   combined,   urged    the    adoption  of  the 
\  ^.  Harkis,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  for  con-  [  modification  proposed  by  the  committee. 
si(|ei»tion  the  following  resolution:  i      Mr.  VV.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts  not  desiring 

:  f^ked.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  '  'o  repeat  arguments  he  had  heretofore  urged  on 
biln^iructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedwnry  of  provid-  ;  ^"'^  subject,  .said  he  rose  only  to  remind  the  Hoose 
iiil  Itv  law  that  any  kind  of  money  which  may  l«  paid  ^^  ^''^  abortion  of  lormer  attempts  to  procure  by 
bsltlje  Uoveinment  tc  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  purchase  a  temporary  naval  force.  As  to  the  dis- 
IjAtrd  States,  lor  military  senices,  shall  be  receivable  posal  of  them  at  the  end  of  the  war,  Mr.  R.  said 
inw^ment  frcJm  the  people  for  their  taxes.  I  most  probably  theencriiy  would  take  care  of  them 

JaJc.  H.  said  that  {he  propriety  of  offering  the  '  al'  before  the  end  of  the  Winter. 
T'c  ofutiou  had  suggested  itself  to  hi*^  mind  from  j      ^^^  report  ol  the  committee  of  conference  was 
tb    i;ircumsta;nce  of  the  Tennessee  troops  having    ^"^^  agreed  to. 
b** Tv  paid   for   their   services   in   the  Creek  war,!  ~^~~~ 

w,  ill  Chilicothe  notes.     It  was  true,  he  said   that  '  Satlhday.  November  12. 

sotil'ofihe  Dotes  were  made  payable  in  Balti-         *  .„^e,o/,«  f,...«  tk„  q„„„.«  ;„r    ~    i  .u    tr 

r  1  1   I-      k   .  f  .u  I      A  message  irom  the  benate  informed  the  House 

m}r<  and  Philadelphia  bu  many  of  them  were  ^^at  the  Se'oate  have  passed  a  bill,  "making  fur- 
p^tihle  at  ,he  Ch.  iroihe  Bank,  in  Ohio.  These  !  j^er  provision  lor  filling  the  rank,  of  the  Army 
«r^e„  he  said;  would  not  pass  in  Tennessee.  With-    ^f  j^e  United  Slates ;"   in  which  they  de.ire  the 


oti  *  discount  of  from  ten  to  twenty-five  per  cent, 
atjl  Jhat  th<'  tax  gatherers  were  not  authorized  lo 
reserve  ihern  in  the  payment  of  taxes.  Mr.  H. 
saJl  ithat  a  provision  like  the  one  contemplated  by 
ty[  iresolution.  would  prevent  the  paymasters 
fr^n^  speculating  upon  the  jwople.  That  it  was 
n^-in  the  power  of  the  paymasters  to  make  ar- 
rpiig'?raents  so  as  to  pay  troops  off  with  notes  on 
th|  wiost  distant  and  inconvenient  banks,  and  af- 
ttj  wjjrds  to  have  them  purchased  up  at  a  consid- 
er ibje  di'-couni.  It  was  a  fact,  he  said,  that  the 
(J^  iftcothe  notes  would  not  be  taken  from  the 
jjf  >[>le  in  Tennessee,  even  by  the  merchants,  with- 
al I  ^  discount  of  at  least  ten  per  cent.  He  said 
ih  it  the  Tennessee  troops  wh.j  fought  last  Winter 

ti  I  Creek  war,  and  returned  covered  with  scars,  „„  i  _„._l       .        ~     "  .    i  "  .    .•     tt         i  c" 

'  ,  ,-     .,'  .1  ,        „,  u    I,  and  merchandise  imported  into  tiie  Uniied  States, 

re  eived  lor  their  services  these  notes,  which  are  ,l,„,   .,„  i„.  ,,       »    ,        i  k       i       .    i     ' 

u         1  .     I      .  1  .1  .    r    L  'bat.  under  the  existinji  laws,  may  be  admitted  to 

n.  (  Allowed  to  be  iseken  in   the  payment  of  their  ^,j^j^     fi.p^  ^^j-jj^  »  y 

1^:6'.     For  this  evil  he  hoped  the  Committee  of  w,    m    iTr.!-   f,!v„.  .v,„  r<^         ..             .k     n   k 

,«               ,   .,                   II    k       n     .              J  Mr.  McKek,  Ironi  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 

\\a,-'s  and   Means  jwouid    be  able   to   provide  a  i-     t  „,. «     .„       .    i      k  n                .i           l.     r 

1   '  ,                                                              ^  lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre- 


concurrence  of  ihis  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  committed 
the  bill  making  further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  Array,  by  classifying  the  free 
male  population  of  the  United  Slates. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  publication 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  Stales  within  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Chal- 
mers, jun..  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim.  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  directed  lo  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  imposing  a  duly  on  all  goods 


cc^ufrdy. 

I  jPlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

r|  ;  SMALL  ARMED  VESSELS. 

;  ]^lr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  commit 

tiA  (^f  conference  on  ihe  disagreeing  voles  ol   lire 


i  emplion  on  the  purcha>e  of  lands  to  certain  set- 
tlers iu  the  Indiana  Territory  ;  which  was  read 
twice,   and    committed    to  a  Committee  of   ibe 
Whole. 
.Mr.  Eppes,  of  Viriginia.  made  the  followiog 


iJjo;  Houses  relative  lo  the  "bill  authorizing  the    '*'P"''  ^'°™  ^^"^  committee  of  conference: 
•i^rcjhase  or    buildin'^   of  not   more   iban   lw"eniy         "  ^^^  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  on 
Sr^aM  armed   vessel;!,  made  a  report  recommend-    *.^^  P*""'  °^  ^^^  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  con- 


lb"  jhe  House  to  strike  out  the'  words  •  twenty-  J"^""  ?"  '^**  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to 
t«f)'  guns  and  insert  "  sixteen  ;''  so  as  that  the  ^l  ^^^  House  of  Representauves,  to  the  bill  entitled 
asrls  to  be  bu.lt  or  purchased  shall  carry  not  less    ,^"  "V!"  ""'t*"""  "  '^^f"  »"'   a  sum  not  exceeding 

4iTeuht  nor  more  than  sixteen  guns.  ^  ^T,  "rl'^rh  T    '"^'''  T    '^f,^""'''  **? 

li-i     n     .   .   J    .k  .     .k     I     .         I-    recede  from  their  amendments  lo  the  said  bill,  except 

[f^  P.  stated,  iha.  on  recurring  to  the  letter  ol    ^  ^^^^  .^^^^^  ^  ^^^,^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^,  ^i.^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

tt«  Secretary  ol    the   Navy,   recommending   the  .  5th  section,  and  do  agree,  as  a  substitute  therefor,  to 
ajt^h^nzation   ol   those   vessels,  it  appeared   that  :  the  two  following  sections,  «Scc. 
tliiytwcre  intended  to  be  schooners.     It  was  pretty        -  Stc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  addi- 
"i^ll,  understood    that    sixteen    was    the    largest    tion  to  the  annual  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  here- 
l|<^*ber  of  guns  which  the  largest  class  of  schoon-  !  toforc  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  adequate  and 

n  • 
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permanent  ftinds  rtitl!,  during  the  \^t*ttA  Marion  of 
Congress,  be  provided  and  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  intereat,  and  reimbursement  of  the  princi- 
pal of  said  stock  created  by  this  act. 

"Sic.  7,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  ade- 
quate and  permanent  sitiking  fund,  gradually  to  re- 
duce, and  eventually  to  extinguish  the  public  debt, 
contracted  and  to  be  contracted  during  the  present 
war,  shall  also  be  established  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress." 

The  report  having  been  read,  it  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Ei'PES,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  until  the 
bill  should  be  returned  from  the  Senate.  It  was 
subsequently  taken  up,  and  the  report  agreed  to. 

TREASURY  \OTES, 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  for 
consideration  by  Mr.  Hall. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  notes 
convenient  for  circulation,  to  the  amount  of mil- 
lions of  dollars,  under  such  checks  as  may  be  thought 
best  calculated  to  detect  counterfeits,  in  which  alone, 
and  gold  and  silver,  shall  all  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or 
debts  due,  or  which  hereafter  become  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  be  paid. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasury  notes  which  may  be 
issued  as  afore«<aid,  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  all  debts 
due,  or  which  may  hereafter  become  due,  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  or  between  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  and  a  citizen  or  subject  of  any  for- 
eign State  or  Kingdom. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  shall  cause  to  be  purchased, 
in  each  State  and  Territory,  and  in  each  collection 
district  thereof,  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
supplies  for  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each  State, 
Territory,  and  collection  district. 

4.  Resolved,  That  any  individual,  or  body  corporate 
or  politic,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the 
date  of  the  Treasury  notes,  by  them  held,  and  annu- 
ally thereafter  at  their  option,  may  fund  the  same,  and 
receive  in  lieu  thereof  six  per  cent,  stock. 

5.  Resolved,  That,  after  pa3ring  the  annual  amount 
of  principal  and  interest  of  the  existing  public  debt, 
and  the  interest  which  may  accrue  on  the  stock  cre- 
ated, by  funding  the  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  whole  amount  of 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  sales  of  public  lands,  shall 
be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  which  may 
remain  in  circulation. 

Upon  eac!i  of  these  resolutions  Mr.  H.  made  a 
number  of  remarks.  He  said  they  embraced,  to- 
gether, a  sy>iem,  he  verily  believed  was  the  only 
one  which  would  relieve  the  Uniied  Stales  from 
their  present  difficulty,  and  support  the  public 
credit  in  future.  The  want  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium was  generally  felt ;  and.  indeed,  witliout  it, 
the  people  in  the  interior  would  be  unable  to  pay 
iheir  taxes,  deprived  as  they  were  of  a  market  for 
iheir  surplus  produce.  Bank  paper  of  one  section 
of  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  depreciation  in 
another;  and  unless  some  medium  of  general 
credit  was  immediaiety  established,  incalculable 
evils  would  resuU.  &,c. 


The  qaestion  on  consideration  of  these  resolves 
was  taken  separately,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Oakley. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  1st.  3d.  4tb. 
and  5ih,  but  refuse]  lo  consider  the  2d,  by  the 
following  vole,  as  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — for 
considering  it  42,  against  it  95.  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs,  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Bard,  Bamelt,  Bowen,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cannoa, 
Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Earle,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griflin,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Hubbard,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Macon,  Mc- 
Coy, Parker,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Shipherd,  Stanford,  and 
Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley, 
Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cham' 
pion,  Chappcll,  Cillcy,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creigh- 
ton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Ged- 
des,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hul- 
bert,  Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  .Mas- 
sachusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lowndes,  Lyie,  Markell,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Rich,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Udree,  Voce, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whealon,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  question  having  been  stated  on  agreeing 
to  the  other  resolutions — 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that,  ra 
the  absence  of  the  Ciiairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  he  should  assign  reasons, 
which  he  hoped  would  appear  satisfactory,  for 
the  motion  he  was  about  lo  make.  The  resolu- 
tions, so  far  as  they  were  directory  to  the  com- 
mittee, enjoined  on  it  no  other  duties  than  it  had 
already  performed.  To  establish  a  circulating 
medium,  ilie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
proposed,  in  their  report,  at  an  early  day  in  the 
session,  lo  issue  Treasury  notes,  in  many  respects 
resembling  the  species  of  paper  embraced  in  the 
motion  of  ihegenileman  from  Georgia.  Soon  after 
ibe  committee  made  this  report,  a  correspondence 
had  been  opened  through  the  cbainnan.  between 
tlie  committee  and  the  new  Secretary  of  ihe 
Treasury,  which  correspondence  had  been  already 
laid  before  the  House.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  believing  ihal  the  emission  of  Treas- 
ury notes  could  only  be  made  with  advantage  to 
a  certain  extent,  had  thought  proper  lo  suggest  a 
|)roposition  for  supplying  a  circulating  medium 
of  general  confidence,  by  establishing  a  National 
Bank.  After  receiving  and  reporting  this  corres- 
pondence, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  thought  proper  lo  report,  in  general  term.s,  a 
resolution  thai  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a  Na- 
tional Bank  J  which  resolution  had  received  the 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
VVliole.  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Arfterica. 

After  the  reading  of  the  bill  through,  to  give  it 
preference  in  th?  orders  of  the  day,  the  Commit- 
tee ro^e,  reported  progress,  and  tiie  House  ad- 
journed. 


Sii^(»ion  of  the  House.  A  plan,  in  pursuance  of' 
t»it|resolution.  had  been  reported,  and  was  now 
iit;  jfjssession  of  th^  Housf.  The  House  were 
t|c'i;iin  possession  of  two  projects  ;  the  one  first  re- 
pl^ti'd.  for  issuing  Treasury  notes,  and  that  now 
ri*»4t^^  '^"''  the  establishment  of  a  bank.  Theob- 
jtqtjuf  the  resolutions  now  before  the  House,  was 
tcfijfrect  the  committee  to  make  an  inquiry  al- 
rijd^  made,  and  its  result  reported  to  the  House, 
lyi-.fsury  notes  must  be  the  alternative,  if  a  Na- 
lil^iial  Bank    be   not  e.stablished  ;  and  when  the 

,Uf.e  should  .so  decide,  the  committee  would  i 
hJftl  pleasure  in  carrying  the  wishes  of  the  House  ' 
ii^l'fftct.     In  the  meantime,  Mr.  G.  moved  that 

|S»f  resolves  should  lie  on  the  table. 

-.  Hall  said>  he  was  well  aware  of  the  first 

Soft   made   by   the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

jajis.  and  also  of  fhe  second,  which  had  been 
a*[.^fd  by  die  House.  This  was  the  only  rea- 
scfi  ^hich  induced  him  to  bring  forward  those 
ra5)lijiions;  because  he  believed  the  system  rec- 
oi8n|ended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

tcJx   totally  inadequite  to  the  occasion.     It  was     ^,  ,f,      ,         ,«     °'    "  tT    "" '■ 

piiposed  to  establish  a  bank  of  fifty  millions  of  i  homas  \V  eather.s,  Thomas  Pace.  Mary  Deibler, 
dJl*rs.  with  only  six  millions  of  specie.  To  him  1  a^dAsahel  Schovil;  as  also,  on  a  resolution  of  the 
tl*  appeared  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  prop-  ^^'"  °'  September  last,  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Oif  iuns  ever  laid  before  a  public  body.  It  was  payment  of  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
njje  to  lay  aside  these  visionary  projects,  and  ^^  ''if  *^"^,"iy'  **"''^  '"  ^^^  military  service  of 
C(iif;  to  a  direct  question  on  some  practicable  '"^  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
syjem.  Establish  >our  bank,  said  Mr.  H.,  and  co^nmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
w<ViL  will  be  the  consequence  ?     It  will  be  estab-     ^  i"''^*^^y  "*-'*'•.  ^     ^ 

ii:V'J  at  last  only  on  the  credit  of  the  Govern-  .^^^-  *«oup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Ta%L  because  forty-iour  out  of  fifty  millions  of  /^n*'"-  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  donation  in 
th^capual  are  to  be  paid  in  stock.  If  the  bills  '  '*"'^  '°  Persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service 
ofiLe  bank  circulate,  it  will  be  on  the  credit  of  i  °f  the  enemy,  who  shall  come  within  the  limits 
thSGovernmeni,  and  not  on  the  credit  of  the  cap-  7  "'^  United  States,  and  claim  the  protection  of 
il*;.  As  to  the  bank  coming  in  aid  of  the  Gov-  '■  '"^  Government  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
er^nt-ent,  would  gentlemen  say  that  it  could  <Tive  I  ^tr',  ^""^""^'"'"^'^  '"  *  Committee  of  the 
ai.|  io  the  Government  ?     Could  it  lend  the  5ov-  '  ^V!"'^  °"  Thursday  next. 

ettn.eni  thirty  millions  ol  dollars?  If  it  did.  and  i  ^,,^."  ">o"o"  "'  Mr.  Desha.  the  Committee  ot 
th  t  Northern  and  Eastern  capitalists  continue  op-  '  *-.'aims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
pviecl  to  your  measures,  they  will  have  it  in  their  I  '^'^"cy  ol  authorizing  the  horses  to  be  paid  for 
pnVfr  with. n  twelve  months  to  arrest  the  opera-  '"^'  ^^^""^  '"^^^  by  the  mounted  volunteers  who 
ti4:t«of  the  bank,  by  accumulatintr  in  their  hands  \  ^^rved  under  Governor  Shelby,  in  the  expedition 


Monday,  November  14. 

Benja.mi.n  Stephenso.n,  returned  to  serve  as  a 
Delegate  fur  the  Terriiory  of  Illinois,  in  the  place 
of  Shadrack  Bond,  resigned,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  on  the  petition  of  Joel  Strawn.  James 
Robey,  George  Cooper,  Benjamin  Smith,  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Cincinnati  who  served  in  the  army 
of  General  Hull  ;  William  Gates,  and  Thomas 
Reed.    Elijah    Browning,    and    Charles    Gilkev, 

T'U 11' I fTtL      °  f-»  mm  r-v      •.■'• 


it*;  azotes,    which   must  circulate    principally   jq  | '»'"  Canada  last  Fall. 
t^  ijiorth  and  East.     Such  a  system,  therefore.  I  „  ^^^  following  resolution 
hifccTjnsidertd  as  improper,  impolitic,  and  one  of  ;  ^"*=*!  ^1  Tennessee;  whic 
.kr»,-,r,.i  ,..;„^.._.  „...'-..'..  ...l'l II  L.  .  .     .      on  the  table. 


was  submitted  by  .Mr. 
h   was  ordered   to  lie 


tivy  ryiost  ruinous  measures  which  could  be  adopt- 
'"■'ihV  the  Government.     Mr.  H.  was  also  averse 


Resolved,  That  the  following  rule  be  added  to  the 


I  on  the  table 

t»vl)'|stponement,  because  he  considered  this  the    rules  and  orders  of  this  House 

mliv  important  suhiect  that   could   possibly    be  |      When  a  bill  ia  taken  up  for  consideration,  either  in 
br^u^ht  bef»)re  the  House;  because,  on  its  adop-  .  the  House  or  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  the 
tir^  idepended   entirely   the   future  credit  of  the     House,  or  the  Committee  of  the  Whole   House,  shall 
C^^v^rnraent.     The  measures  heretofore  adopted     continue  in  session  until  the  bill  is  gone  through, 
by|tije  Government  in  respect  to  the  public  reve-  I      ti  «  r.ii^...-  i   .  i.     ■       i  u    ^T 

Djl  Jnd  credit,  had,  Mr.  H.  sa.d,  beln   the   best  '  -  ^'''  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 


cil^i^laied  to  defeat  their  object.     The  time  was 


Pitkin;   which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 


jil'lie  question  on  laying  the  resolutions  on  the 
ti|U|e^'  was  then  decided  in  the  aflfirmative  by  a 
l«[liti|  majority. 

■!• 
Ill 


taining  also  the  amount  at  that  time  owned  by  8tates, 
corporations,  and  individuals,  and  the  amount  at  the 
TreaaurYi  and  in  the  loan  offices  in  the  several 
»tate«. 
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BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  having  been  read, 
in  the  following  word^: 

Beit  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 


the  exigencies  of  the  times  required  greater  expe- 
dition than  was  consistent  with  a  more  diffused 
subscription.  It  had  been  deemed  proper,  how- 
ever, to  add  more  commissioners  in  two  or  three 
of  the  cities;  and  he  was  instructed  to  move  ac- 
cordingly. And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  added  :  to  the  commis- 
sion at  Boston,  William  Eustis  and  Samuel 
Brown  ;  to  the  commission  at  New  York,  Isaac 


shall  be  established,  the  capital  stock  of  which  shall  be  j  Lawrence  and  John  Hone  ;  to  the  commission  at 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  no  more,  divided  into  one  p(„iadelphia.  Jared  Ingersoll  and  Anthony  Tay- 
hundred  thousand  shares,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each  1  .  '        •  *  ■'         •' 


share,  and  that  subscriptions  towards  constituting  the 
said  capital  slock  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday 
of next,  at  the  following  places,  viz  :   Boston,  New 


lor. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  then  said,  he  was  not 
satisfied,  by  the  reasons  of  the  gentleman,  fur  lim- 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Richmond,  Charleston,  iting  to  so  few  the  places  of  subscription,  and 
and  Pittsburg,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  fol-  !  moved,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Western  coun- 
iowing  persons,  as  commissioners  to  receive  the  same :  I  try,  to  insert  Lexington,  in  Kentucky. 
at  Boston,  James  Lloyd,  Thomas  Perkins,  and  Wil- ^  ^\f_  RoBERTSON,  of  Louisiana,  proposed,  also, 
liam  Gray;  at  New  York,  General  John  Smith,  Isaac  jsjg^y  Orleans,  and  argUfd  with  much  force  in 
Bronson,  Theron  Kudd ;  at  Philadelphia,  Thomas  .M.  j  j,upport  of  his  suggesuon  ;  and  other  gentlemen 
Willing,  Stephen  Girard,   Chandler   Pric< ;  at  Balti-  ,  proposed  other   places. 

more, Henry  Payson,  William  Cooke,  William  Wilson;  ,  cpj^^  motion  of  Mr.  Sharp  being  the  one  ira- 
at  Richmond,  Benjamin  Hatcher  John  Brockenbo-  !  ^^^,31^,  before  the  House,  gave  rise  to  consid- 
rough,  William  Preston  ;  at  Charleston  John  C.  F  a-  ^^^^^^^  ^J^^^^^  ,p^^  motion  was  .supported  by 
Ur  John  Potter,  James  Carson;  at  P.  tsn^^^^^  RoBERTSON,     Lewis      Maco«, 

Robinson,  Samuel  Kol>ert,  and  Henry  Baldwin    whicli  '  ,.  '„  c  ir 

•ubscnptions  shall  continue  open  eJery  day  from  the  ;  Wr.gHT.  Pearson.  HaRR.8,  HoPlC.NS  of  Keo- 
time  of  opening  the  same,  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore-  i  lucky,  BuRWELi^^and  Barnett.  and  opposed  by 
noon  until  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  Sat-  !  Messrs.  FiSK  of  New  York,  Oakley,  Creiguton, 
urday   following,  at    four  o'clock    in    the    afternoon,  :  atid    Ingham. 

when  the  same  shall  be  closed;  and  immediately  there-  :  On  the  one  hand,  various  arguments  were 
afler,  the  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  ,  urged  in  favor  of  extending  the  sub.»cription, 
re.sprctive  places  aforesaid,  shall  cayse  two  uanscripls  j  founded  on  the  equal  rights  of  all  sections  of  the 
or  fair  copies  of  such  subscriptions  to  be  made,  one  of  country  to  participate  in  any  general  benefit ;  the 
which  they  shall  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  expediency  of  collecting  specie  from  every  part 
one  they  shall  retain,  and  the  original  subscriptions  ^f  the  country;  the  advantages  of  uniting  in  the 
•hall,  within  three  days  from  the  closing  of  the  same,  subscription  people  of  every  quarter  of  the  coun- 
be  by  the  said  commissioners  transmitted  to  the  said  •  j^y,  and  thus  uniting  the  people  of  all  sections  to 
commissioners  at  Philadelphia,  or  to  one  of  Ihem  ;  and,  I  jiip  QjjiQj^  by  the  ties  of  interest,  which  are  fre- 
on  the  receipt  thereof,  the  said  commissioners  at  PhU-  j  j^,|^,  stronger  than  tho-e  of  legal  or  moral 
•dclphia,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  immediately  there-  j  j^^^^^  •  q^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ,,^j^j  ^^  ^^^  ^^jj^  besides 
after  convene,  and  proceed  to  take  an  account  of  the  ,  ^^^  ^^,  inseparable  from  such  a  course,  that  it 
aaid  subscriptions,  and  If  more  than  the  amoun^  bank  should   be    put  into 

id  capital  stock  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  shall  nave  j  r  .       .-  .      . 

been  subscribed,  then  the  said  last  mentioned  commi 


...d  capital  stock  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  shall  have,  ^^^^.^^    speedily,   if  at   all,  and    that    Hs  com 

...  .u  .u„  -„„,.i.,.K     mcncement  wou  d  be  greatly  delayed  by  raulti 

•loners  shall  apportion  the  same  among  the  several  sub-  ,  '"»-"^^'"^"^  ""^'^  .       6  /      .     /  ' 


•cnber,  m  a  just  and  equal  ratio,  according  to  their  I  plymg  places  of  subscription  It  was  also  said, 
•everal  and  respective  subscriptions:  Frorided,  how-  '  that  It  this  motion  were  withdrawn,  an  amend- 
wcr.  That  such  commissioners  shall,  by  such  appor-  !  ment  might  be  devised  by  the  Committee  ol 
tionment,  allow  and  apportion  to  each  subscriber  at  i  Ways  and  Means,  which  would  meet  the  views 
least  one  share  ;  and  in  case  the  aggregate  amount  of  j  of  all  parties. 

the  said  subscriptions  shall  exceed  thirty  millions  of!  ^^  Sharp's  motion  at  length  prevailed.  Lex- 
dollars,  the  said  commissioners,  after  having  appor-  1  ijjgion,  Kentucky,  was  inserted,  as  one  of  the 
tioned  the  same  as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  list*  of  the  .  ^.^^^^^  r^^  ^\nc\\  subscriptions  should  be  opened, 
apportioned  subscriptions  to  be  made  out,  including  in  j  1^^ J  Messrs.  Charles  Wilkins,  Lewis  Sanders, 
each  list  the  apportioned  subscription  for  the  place  ^  ^^^  j^^^^  ^  Morton,  designated  as  the  commis- 
wbere  the  original  subscription  was  made,  one  of  which  1 

lisu  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  commissioners,  or  to  ' ''°^^''^     ,  (•  Mr.  Robertson,  New  Orleans 

one  of  the  commissioners,  under  whose  superintend-         v^u  «'»"  ^„.,  i„nor-  nampd   for 

...  II    ~    1     .ko.  .»,..     was  then  added,  and   commissioners  namea  lor 

ence  such  subscriptions  were  originally  made,  that  the     "«»^  lucu 

•ubscribers  may  ascertain  from   them  the   number  of;  ibat  place. 

•hares  apportioned  to  such  subscribers  respectively.         '       On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris   Nashville  was  add- 
Mr.  fL,  of  New  York,  stated   Ihe  reasons  i  ed,  and  Robert  Weakley,  Felix  Grundy,  and  John 


which  had  influenced  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  in  confining  to  a  few  cities  and  towns 
the  books  of  subscription,  which  were,  generally, 
that  tiie  Atlantic  cities  were  the  principal  reposi- 
tories of  specie  and  superfluous  wealth,  and  that 


R,  Bedford,  named  as  the  commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  Washington  City 
was  added,  and  Robert  Brent,  Waller  Smith,  and 
Thomas  Swann,  named  as  commissioners.  |  Mr. 
FiaK,  of  New  York,  named  John  Mason,  Daniel 
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t^r*oIl,  «nd  John  P.  Van  Ness;  bat  Mr.  Lewis's 
TOjpjjcm  being  the  first  made  was  agreed  to.] 
"a  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  Raleieh.  in  North 
rplina.  wa^  inserted,  and  Sherwood  Haywood, 
vv?rly  Daniel,  and  William  Peace,   named  as 
ymissioners. 

motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  Sarannah,  in 
^cj-gia,  was  added,  and  John  Bolton,  Charles 
Ij^r'is.  and  James  Johnson,  named  as  commis- 
S'^nV'rs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  New  Brunswick,  in 

V?  Jersey,  was  added,  and  James  Vanderpool, 

n   Gray,  and   Peter  Gordon,   named  as  com- 

syioners. 


and  with  a  rww  lo  ssoertaio  -wh«<her  the  House 
were  disposed  to  hear  him  in  ^upport  of  his  mo- 
tion at  that  late  hour  of  the  day,  he  moved  tltat 
the  Coramiiiee  now  rise.  This  motion  was  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Gaston  proceeded,  m  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable ability,  and  more  than  an  hour  in  length 
to  lay  before  the  Committee  his  views  in  relation 
to  this  bill.  He  professed  himself  anxious  for 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank,  which  he 
had  always  favored  when  opportunity  offered. 
But  it  was  his  decided  conviction,  he  said,  that  a 
bill  like  that  on   ihe  lable  would   not  answer  the 


purposes  of  the    nation    or  of  the  Government. 

Ir.  Grosvenor  moved  to  add   Utica,  in  New    ^*?"*  *^'^^  of  the  subject  he  supported  by  various 

r«.and  John  C.  Devereaux,  Benjamin  Walker,    objections  to  different  features  of  the  bill,  and  nar- 

,1  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  as  commissioners;    Ocularly  to  the  mode  of  subscription  in  stock  of 

bi»y(  the  motion  was  negatived,  after  some  objec-    '^^  United  States;  the  operation  of  all  which  he 

"  s   by    Mr.   Ingham,  and    replication   by   Mr.  !  *^°"'*^''''*^  ."^""'^  be  lo  throw  into  circulation  a 

quantity  of  paper,  founded  not  on  a  specie  capital, 
but  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates  stock,  &c., 


tiJ|n 

CwO^VENOR. 

*3n 


motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  Portsmouth,  in 
N^w  Hamp-ihire.  was  added,  and  John  Goddard. 
Nathaniel  .\.  Haven,  and  Nathaniel  Gilraan, 
ii^med  as  cammlssioners. 

,0.1  motion  of  Mr.  Kilbolrn,  Pittsburg  was 
s(f(icken  out.  Chilicothe,  in  Ohio,  added,  and  Sam- 
U»J  Findley.  Thomas  James,  and  William  McFar- 
lafd.  named  ks  commissioners. 

tr.  Lewis  then  made  a  motion,  the  object  of 
ich  was  to  establish  the  principal  bank  at  the 
f  of  Washington,  in  this  District. 
^  "his  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk.  of  New 
Yf  rk.  who  .said  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
AUa^s  had  fixed  on  Philadelphia,  in  preference 
toVflew  York  and  other  places,  to  be  the  seat  of 
lir^  principal   bank,   as    being  a  place  of  greater  ' 
sciuj-ity  and  greater  wealth,  and  as  being  more 
cjfi^t^al  to  the  commercial  transactions  and  wealth 
af^L^-e  country,  Jcc. 

J^lir.  Lewis  said,  h_e  had  no  doubt  that  the  gen-  I 

delphia 
(licient  ' 
he  Mil-  ! 
School,  the  National  Bank,  and  every  in-  i 
a  national  character,  had  been  con- 
t#ii)|ilaled  to  l)e  fixed  at  this  place  by  those  who  j 
10>rja';Jed  the  Seat  of  Government  here,  Sec,  and 
splt«y  ought  to  be,  &,c.     Besides,  there  might  be  ' 
njiiny  gentlemen  who  would  vote  for  a  bank  to 
bejei^ablished  at  this  place,  who  would,  on  Con- 
s(i|uiional   grounds,  be  opposed   to  its  establish- 
nii*nj  elsewhere.     He,  therefore,  hoped  his  mo- 
tijijp  would  t-e  agreed  to. 

'  jlf  Lewis'.*!  motion  was  negatived,  about  fifty  ' 
ni(Yribers  oniy  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

i^t^  motion  of  Mf.  Fisk,  of  New   York,  an  I 
at-^p.^dment  was  adopted,  authorizing  tlie  Phila-  ' 
di.jiijia   commissioners,  m  case   thirty   millions 
slfiUi^  not   be  subscribed  and   returned  to  them 
w^^i-^'o   the   iitne  allowed,  to  open  the  books  at 
Phjl^elphia    until   the   whole   should    be    sub-  ' 
scr^b^d.  ;  j 

[t\  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  said,  be- 


►♦"'•  *-'t'Wo  >aiu,  lie  nau  no  uouoi  mat  in 
llhmun  from  :New  York  preferred  Philad 
tC^^i<is  placr.  as  he  had  already  given  su( 
eifld^nce  of  his  candor  in  that  respect.  Th 
i^/^yf  Schoo'  •■-'»■'•■"  • 
siiiuiion  of 


which  would  therefore  be  of  no  greater  value  than 
any  other  paper  which  the  United  Stales  should 
i  make  receivable  in  taxes,  though  much  more  ex- 
[  pensive  to  the  United  States  than  Treasury  notes 
or  bills  of  credit  would  be,  dbc.     In  support  of  this 
idea,  Mr.  G.  adduced    many    illustrations,  from 
writers  on  this  subject,  from  our  own  history,  and 
from  analogy.     He  objected  also  to  the  proposed 
appointment  of  a  part  of  the  directors  by  the  Pre- 
sident, to  the  large  portion  of  the  stock  to  be  held 
by  the  United  ^taies,  <tc.     He  wound  up  his  ar- 
gument on  these  and  oilier  points  by  observing, 
that  as  he  was  friendly  in  principle  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Bank,  he  should  not  con- 
sider himself  as  doing  his  duty,  if.  while  he  dis- 
approved of  this  plan,  he  did  not  offer  another  as 
a  substitute  to  it.     Instead  of  a  bank  of  a  nominal 
capital  of  fifty  millions,  he  would  establish  a  bank 
whose    capital    should    not.   at    farthest,    exceed 
twenty  millions.    He  considered  it  as  by  no  means 
important  to    its  success   that  the    Government 
should   subscribe  a  cent  to  its  capital  stock  ;  but 
as  that  was  a  fashionable  idea,  he  would  say  a 
portion  of  the  capital,  five  millions,  should  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  Government;  thit  the  remaining 
fifteen   millions  should  be  subscribed  by  individ- 
uals, five  millions  of  it  at  least  in  specie,  t.'ic  re- 
mainder either  in  Trea^ury  notes  ai  par,  or  in  six 
per  cent,  stock  of  future  loans  at  par,  or  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  former  loans  at  the  price  at  which 
It  was  contracted  for  with  the  Government.     So 
far  from  such  stock  being  inalienable,  as  now  pro- 
posed, he  would   permit  the  directors  to  manage 
and  dispose  of  it  as  they  pleased.     They   might 
lend  money  to  the  Government  if  they  found  it 
lo  their  interest  and  convenience  to  do  so.     He 
would  abolish  from  such  a  charter  the  idea  that 
the  fiat  of  the  President  should  at  any  lime  sus- 
p^-'nd  the  payment  of  specie  by  ihe  bank,  dec.     If 
any  plan  of  a  National   Bank  could  succeed,  it 
must  be  on  something  like  the  plan  of  which  this 
was  the  outline.      To   try  the  principle    of  this 
bill,  and  wheth»  r  the  House  were  disposed  lo  ac- 


fo'r.i^r,he  Comnjittee  proceeded  further  in  the  bill,  j  cep't  any  amendment  whatever  to  ii,  Mr.~G.'con- 
iiejv.shed  to  jtropose  a  material  amendment  to  it,  j  eluded  uis  speech   by  moving  to  strike  out  fifty 

\\  -1. 
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millions  (the  proposed  capital  stock  of  the  bank) 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  twenty  millions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Tuesday.  November  15. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution,  in  conformity  lo 
a  representation  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
at  the  last  session  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  for 
Wagons  and  horses  lost  in  the  campaign  of  the  North- 
western Army,  in  that  division  of  it  commanded  by 
General  James  Winchester." 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  lable,  alleging  as  a  rea- 
son therefor,  that  a  general  bill  on  the  subject  of 
such  claims  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and  was  now  before  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  lable 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  in  introducing  the  fol- 
lowing motion,  remarked,  that  in  the  late  calls  of 
the  militia  from  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  the  persons  composing  most  of  the  de- 
tachments had  been  compelled  to  leave  their 
homes  with  that  clothing  suitable  for  thesummer 
season,  but  unfit  for  thai  now  approaching;  and, 
in  various  instances,  iliey  were  suffering  for  want 
of  clothing  fit  for  the  season.  They  are  unable 
to  return  for  clothing,  and  in  many  instances  are 
not  able  to  procure  it.  To  bring  this  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  Mr.  E.  moved 

"  That  the  Committee  on  MiHtary  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  application  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  any  detachment  of  the  militia,  to 
furnish  the  necessary'  clothing  to  such  of  the  private 
■okiiers  of  the  mihtia  as  may  require  it,  and  to  deduct 
the  same  from  their  pay.'' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Bioei-ow,  a  resolution  was 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  forathird 
reading,  directing  a  copy  of  the  public  docu- 
ments to  be  furnished  to  the  Historical  or  Anti- 
quarian Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  consideration  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  interest  to  the  public  creditors,  whose  balances 
have  been  stated  at  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  Eppes  inquired  on  what  views  this  mo- 
tion was  grounded. 

Mr.  Bradley  said  he  had  understood  that  in 
some  cases  balances  had  been  struck  at  the  Trea- 
sury, in  relation  to  army  supplies  particularly, 
and  remained  unpaid.  He  could  not  see  why 
the  United  States  should  not  pay  the  interest  on 
such  balances  until  they  were  paid. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  that  in  his  report  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  contemplated  the  issu- 


ing of  debentures  to  all  those  persons  to  whom 
balances  appeared  to  be  due  by  Grovernment, 
which,  from  the  insufficiency  of  appropriations, 
or  from  other  causes,  had  not  been  paid.  He 
thought,  therefore,  this  motion  had  better  lie  on 
the  table,  until  the  House  had  acted  on  that  sug- 
gestion, or  at  lea>t  until  it  could  be  ascertained 
what  were  the  amount  and  character  of  those 
balances.  For  his  part,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  their  existence.  There  might  be 
some  such,  but  if  there  were,  they  were  small  in 
amount  and  few  in  number.  Such  as  they  were, 
they  might  have  arisen  from  the  deficiency  in 
the  authorized  loans ;  but  he  believed  means 
were  in  operation  for  meeting  all  the  demands  of 
the  Government  without  the  intervention  of  any 
provision  of  this  kind.  He,  therefore,  moved 
that  the  resolution  should  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  requesting  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  members  of  Congress  to  be 
furnished  with  the  volumes  of  the  new  Digest  of 
the  Laws  as  they  might  be  respectively  finished. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  lo  incorporate 
the  subscribers  lo  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
of  America. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gaston  to  make  the  capi- 
tal of  the  bank  twenty  instead  o(  Jijly  millions  of 
dollars,  being  still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Fisk.  of  New  York,  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Gaston's  speech,  and  in  explanation  of  the 
views  of  the  Committee.  He  declined  replying 
to  Mr.  G.'s  objections  to  various  details  of  the 
bill,  until  those  details  should  come  immediately 
under  the  consideration  of  ihe  House;  but  ap- 
plied his  observations  particularly  to  Mr.  G.'s 
objections  to  the  amount  and  character  of  the 
proposed  capital  of  the  bank.  The  objects  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean.^  in  proposing 
such  an  institution,  otJ^ht  ever  to  be  kept  in  view 
in  this  discussion.  They  were,  generally  the 
revival  and  support  of  the  public  credit.  These 
objects  could  be  best  accomplished  :  1.  By  raising 
the  value  of  the  public  stocks;  and.  2.  By  the 
establishment  of  a  competent  circulating  medi- 
um. Mr.  F.  then  entered  into  an  argument  to 
show  that  the  plan  now  before  the  House  was 
that  which  would  best  accomplish  these  objects. 
He  referred  to  the  history  of  the  former  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  established  with  similar  ob- 
jects, and  under  like  circumstances,  and  from  its 
eflSciency  argued  what  might  be  expected  from 
this  bank.  The  Committee,  in  inquiring  as  to 
the  amount  of  circulating  medium  which  could 
be  now  advantageously  employed,  had  fixed  on 
fifty  millions,  which  amount  had  also  received 
the  sanction  of  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  present  banking  capital  of 
the  nation  being  estimated  at  an  hundred  mil- 
lions, it  was  believed  by  the  Committee  that  the 
addition  of  fifty  millions  would  not  be  danger- 
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.«( either  toi  those  institutions  or  to  the  commu- 

^tV>     Haviug  thus  determined  on  an  increase  of 


which  had  depreciated,  perhaps,  because  not  so 
well  supported  by  specific  pledi^es  of  revenue  as 
ihe  old  six  per  cent,  stuck.     These  variuus  fea- 


5  le  circulating  me  lium  of  the  country,  the  next  ,  the 

i  aject  was  the  appreciation   of  the  value  of  the  I  tures  were,  however,  in    the  hands  of  the  Com 


ablic  stoclf.  That  stock  had  depreciated  in 
*Jil*je,  not  f(»om  any  doubt  of  the  ability  or  dis- 
jjo-^ition  of  {be  Government  to  comply  wiili  its 
fVi^agemenlri  to  the  public  creditors,  but  from  the 
uaniity  of  ihe  stock  which  it  had  been  neces- 
uy  to  ihro^  into  market  exceeding  the  means 
t^  purcbasij:)g  it.  A  relief  of  the  stock  from  its 
resent  depreciation   was  promised  by  the  wilh- 


miiiee  of  the  Whole,  and  entirely  at  their  dispo- 
sal. &c.     Mr.  F.  spoke  nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Gaston  said,  it  was  the  established  usage, 
when  an  important  bill  was  under  consideration  in 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  for  the  gen- 
tleman who  was  especially  chatged  with  its  man- 
agement, to  present  a  distinct  and  connected  view 
of  the  objects  which   it  was  designed   to  tffect, 


r;«wal  of  a  part  of  it  from  the  market ;  and  with  |  and  of  the  process  by  which  they  were  to  be  ac- 


iiii  view,  itibad  been  contemplated  that  twenly- 
)gr  miilijfjs  of  ihe  capital  stock  of  the  bank 
';lh»>uld  be  s&bscrihed  in  Government  securities. 
;"C||is,  by  taking  so  much  stock  out  of  the  market, 
ii^iiuld  rais^  the  price  of  the  stock,  and  make 
jloAra  for  more  which  it  might  be  necessary  to 
I  lr|ate.  It  find  befn  thought  proper,  too,  that  the 
l:{j*iited  States  should  hold  a  part  of  the  slock  of 

?>l'       I I.  ..      L  _  i .       .1 I 1     V 


complished.  The  propriety  of  such  a  course  was 
obviou«i.  It  could  answer  no  purpose  to  receive 
an  explanation  in  detail  of  the  disconnected  parts 
of  a  scheme,  until  you  were  first  apprized  of  the 
general  nature  of  the  whole.  He  had  jiresumed 
that  the  gentleman  who  acted  on  this  occasion  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
(Mr.  FisK,)  would  have  observed    this  approved 


i4hf  bank;  to  what  amount,  there  had  been  some  [  practice,  and  on  this  vast  and  complicated  pro- 
l^i^erence  of  opinion,  and  if  the  House  thought  ject  of  the  committee  have  come  forward  with 
>:Jop  great  a  proporlion  was  by  this  bill  allowed  to  j  a  thorough  statesman-like  development  of  their 
■;4h|»  United  States,  they  would  so  decide.     Mr.  F.  j  plan.     Nothing  of  the  kind   had  been  done.     No 

Vts  willing,  for  himself,  that  the  bank  should  be  exposition  whatever  had  been  given.  This  omis- 
>|&nnected  with  t^ie  Government,  and  the  Gov-    sion  he  particularly  regretted,  as  it  increased   the 

*r(iment  with  tht»  bank,  and   that  they   should    difficulties  cf  the  undertaking  in  which  he  was 

•nJiitually   support   each    other,   dec.     As    to    the     about  to  engage. 

^hiire  of  the  Government  in  the  appointment  of        As  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 


lirectors,  while  it  could  be  no  injury  to  the  in- 
juifiution,  It  was  ijecessary  as  well  to  guard  the 
fqierest  of  the  Uiiited  States,  as  to  take  care  of 
iliieir  interest  in  ihe  security  of  the  revenue  in 
jb^  various  branci^es  of  the  bank.  Mr.  F.  took  a 
;(|mparattve  view  of  the  situation  of  the  nation 
if^w  and  in  1791,  when  the  Bank  of  the  United 
plates  was  established,  dwelling  on  the  diminu- 
iifn  of  the  public  debt,  and  increase  of  the  means 
)n  payment  since  that  day  ;  the  increase  of  cir- 


Means,  he  had  conceived  it  his  duty  to  examine 
with  some  attention  the  proposed  scheme  of  a 
National  Bank.  The  result  of  that  examination 
he  should  now  submit,  without  apology,  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Although  he  had  but 
small  pretensions  to  skill,  either  in  the  science  or 
practice  of  banking,  he  might  have  collected  by 
patient  industry  some  views  of  the  subject  which 
the  Committee  would  be  willing  to  receive. 
A  well  regulated  National  Bank,  was,  with  Mr. 


;4laiing  medium,  wealtii,  population,  &,c.,  from  {  G..  a  favorite  institution.     At  this  session  he  had 


lich  he  concluded  there  was  ample  employ' 

^i.i?nt  for  a  bank  of  fifty  millions  now,  as  for  a 

futak.  o(  fifty  millions  then.     Of  the  ten  millions 

piipital  of  that  bank,  three-fourths  of  it  was  com- 

•jsed    of  public  stock,  as  much    depreciated  at 

fliat  day  as  publiQ  stock  now  is.     The  operation 

){.  that  bank,  he  $aid,  had  been  not  only  benefi- 

[;i^l   but   wonderful,  giving    a    spring    to  public 


voted  for  the  resolution,  declaring  it  expedient 
that  one  should  be  established.  At  the  last  he 
had  supported  a  proposition  brought  forward  but 
a  few  weeks  before  its  close,  by  a  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  not  now  a  member  of  this  House, 
(M^.  Grundv.) contemplating  such  an  institution  ; 
and,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  then  raised  in 
pursuance  of  that  proposition,  had  contributed  his 


'^ijtdit.  and  raising  the  price  of  ail  public  stock,  j  efforts  towards  the  success  of  the  measure.  He 
•<3i''  he  believed  this  bank  would,  when  once  es-  j  believed  that  this  Government  ought  never  to  be 
^alblished.     As  to  the  specie  capital,  it  was  diffi-  I  destitute  of  the  aids  which  a  National   Bank  was 


Kjlt.  he  rtmarkedj  to  say  how  much  specie  would 
;»ve  confidence  io  the  operations  of  the  bank. 
The  old  Bank  o\'  the  United  States  had  cuin- 
•weuced  Its  operations  on  a  specie  capital  of 
'UivO.OOO  oollars.  He  had  no  doubt,  therefore, 
:'p\M  this  bank  might  safely  commence  its  opera- 
tuns  on  a  specie  deposiie  of  §1,200,000,  which 
U'  believed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
;uring.  As  to  the  confinement  of  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  stock  created  since  the  war.  the  Com- 
•Jnitiee  had  deemed  it  proper  to  confine  their 
>tject  of  raising  the  price  of  the  public  stock  to 
■(uch  as  was  depreciated,  viz  :  to  that  which  had 
.been  created  sinqe  the  declaration  of  war,  and 


calculated  to  afford.  It  was  essential,  as  an  in- 
strument of  finance,  for  the  easy  collection,  the 
safe  keeping,  and  the  judicious  expenditure  of  the 
public  revenue.  To  the  nation,  as  distinguished 
from  the  Government,  It  was  eminently  beneficial. 
It  was  the  only  basis  on  which  could  be  securely 
established  a  circulating  medium  commanding 
credit  and  confidence  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  It  had  another  tendency,  which  he  deemed 
of  infinite  value — a  tendency  to  connect,  by  a 
common  bond  of  interest,  the  different  sections  of 
this  Confederacy.  Should  the  centrifugal  force 
ofanyof  the  bodies  of  our  system  become  exces- 
sive, such  an  intereal  would  be  a  countervailing 


4, 


i 


November,  1814. 


Bank  of  the  United  State*. 


H.  OP  R. 


power  of  attraction  to  cause  them  to  revolve 
steadily  in  their  orbits. 

It  was  mortifying  to  recollect  that  we  once  had 
a  National  Bank,  which  after  an  experience  of 
twenty  years  was  found  to  realize  every  hope  that 
bad  befii  formed  by  its  friends,  and  disappoint 
every  expectation  which  had  been  raised  by  its 
enemies.  At  the  very  moment  when  it  was  in 
the  full  vigour  of  successful  operation,  when  the 
Government  and  the  nation  were  deriving  from 
it  every  advantage  which  ought  to  have  been 
wished,  and  when  it  was  in  our  power  to  increase 
these  advantages  in  degree  by  iriving  to  the  bank 
an  increased  efficiency  ;  at  tins  very  moment  we 
utterly  subverted  the  establi>hment.  In  vain  did 
the  ancient  and  fast  friends  of  Federal  institutions 
raise  their  united  voice  against  the  ruinous  meas- 
ure. In  vain  did  others,  breaking  through  the 
trammels  of  prejudice  and  party,  describe  in  pro- 
phetic terms  the  fatal  consequt-nces  of  the  work 
of  destruction.  All  efforts  to  save  the  establish- 
ment were  unavailing;  and  the  oracular  admo- 
nitions of  wisdom  were  treated  as  the  phantoms 
of  a  heated  imagination.  What  was  then  pro- 
phecy is  now  history — what  was  then  tlieory. 
ably  demonstrated,  is  now  fact,  universally  admit- 
ted. The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tell 
you  in  their  report  at  the  commencement  of  this 
session,  "the  want  of  some  medium  which,  rest- 

•  ing  on  a  firm  and  solid  basis,  may  unite  public 
'  confidence  and   have  a  general,  instead  of  a  lo- 

•  cal  circulation,  is  now  universally  acknowledged. 

•  The  stoppage  of  specie  payments  by  the  prioci- 
'  pal  banks  ol  the  Middle  States,  has  embarrassed 
'  greaily  the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  and.  by 

•  confiiiini:   the  circulation  of  notes  lo  the  limits 

•  of  the  States  within  which  they  are  issued,  has 

•  deprived  the  Government  of  all  the  facilities  in 
•the  remittance  of  money  which  was  afforded 
'  while  public  confidence  gave  to  bank  notes  a 
'  general  circulation."  The  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department  has  officially  declared. "  that  the  con- 
'  diiion  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
'  presents  a  copious  source  of  mischief  and  em- 
'  barrassment.  It  may  in  general  be  affirmed  that 
'  there  exists  at  this  time  no  adequate  circulating 
'  medium,  common  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
'  Slates.  The  moneyed  transactions  of  private 
'  life  are  at  a  stand  ;  and   the  fiscal  operations  of 

•  the  Government  labor  with  extreme  inconve- 
'  nience.  It  is  impossible  that  such  a  state  of 
'  things  should  be  long  endured.  The  establish- 
'  raent  of  a  national  institution  operating  upon 
'  credit,  comliined  with  capital,  and  regulated  by 
'  prudence  and  good  faith,  is.  after  all,  the  only 
'  efficient  remedy  for  the  condition  of  our  circula- 
'  ting  medium."  Sore  inJeed  must  be  the  distress 
which  can  extort  such  self-reproving  acknow- 
ledgments from  a  dominant  party,  who  not  four 
years  ago  overturned  as  useless  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  pernicious  lo  the  nation  precisely  such 
an  institution,  thus  operating  and  thus  regulated. 
It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  tiiese  skilful  "archi- 
tects of  ruin"  may  not  be  able  to  rear  such  an  es- 
tablishment as  thit  which  they  prostrated. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  present  is  not  a 


favorable  moment  for  engaging  in  the  underla- 
kinii.     It   is  now  neither  easy  to  procure  the  fit 
materials  for  this  establishment,  nor  so  to  combine 
them  as  to  make  the  work  stable  and  permanent. 
Commercial  restrictions,  war,  and  blockade,  have 
played  sad  havoc  with   capital,  and  credit  is  so 
depressed  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  anything 
bearing  its   stamp  which   can  be  advantageously 
united  with  capital.     While  all  is  unsettled  within 
and    threatening  without,  it  is  an  arduous  task  to 
command,  for  any  new  establishment,  the  public 
confidence.     Mr.  G.  said   that  he  felt  these  diffi- 
culties in  all  their  force.     But  he  did  not  thence 
infer,  as  he  believed  did  some  of  his  most  valuable 
and  intelligent  friends,  that  the  attempt  should  be 
therefore  forborne.     These  very  difficulties  proved 
a  state   of   things    that  emphatically   demanded 
some  institution  which   might  relieve  credit  and 
increase  capital ;  which  wouM  afford  facilities  to 
combat  external  danger,  and  the  means  lo  retrieve 
internal  derangement.     Such  an  institution,  at  all 
times  useful,  was  at  this  juncture  indispensable. 
It  was  indeed  to  be  lamented,  that  its  foundations 
had   not  been  laid  deep  in  the  day  of  prosperity  ; 
but  they  must  be  laid,  if  practicable,  even  now  in 
the  night  of  adversitv,  for  now  it  is  that  it  is  so 
eminently   needed.     There  was  one   impression, 
however,  which  he   hoped   that  these  difficulties 
would  make  upon  the  minds  of  the  Committee. 
He   trusted    that  they  would   inspire  a  salutary 
circumspection  and  prudence  in  examining  well 
every  step  they  might  lake.     With  their  best  cau- 
tion, and    adopting  the  wisest  plans,  it  was  far 
from  certain   ihat  their  scheme  would    succeed. 
But  it  wan  morally  certain,  that  unless  it  were 
carefully  arranged  in  all  its  parts,  it  must  fail. 
This  circumspection  was  the  more  necessary  be- 
cause of  the  danger  of  error  from  the  severity  of 
that  pressure  which  called  on  them  to  act.     At  a 
moment  when  the  Treasury  was  without  money, 
and   the  Government  almost  destitute  of  credit; 
when  every  day  added  to  our  necessities,  while  if 
diminished  the  scanty  means  of  supply  ;  we  were 
to  found  a  great  national  institution,  the  conse- 
quences of  which,  good  or  evil,  must  be  widely 
spread,  and  permanently  felt.     There  was  immi- 
nent danger,  lest,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  purpose, 
we  should    regard   too  much  its  immediate  influ- 
ence upon  our  present  exigency,  and  too  little  its 
more  remote,  yet  more  important  and  lasting  ef- 
fects.    The  largest  object  when  removed  to  a  vast 
distance,  makes  an   angle    on   the  eye   so   acute 
as  to  render  it  invisible,  while  a  mole  may  be 
brought  so   near  as  to   cover  the   pupil.     In   the 
plan  now  under  consideration,  he  thought  it  de- 
monstrable that  this  error  of  disregarding  remote 
consequences  had   been  committed;  nay,  he  be- 
lieved, that  the  eargerness  to  meet  the  immediate 
exigency  had  defeated   its  own  purposes,  as  well 
as  neglected   to  provide  for  the  durable  interests 
of  the  nation  and  the  Government. 

Mr.  G.  begced  that  gentlemen  would  accom- 
pany him  in  the  view  of  the  great  outlines  of  this 
plan.  A  National  Bank  was  to  be  established 
with  a  capital  of  fifty  millions.  This  capital  was 
to  consist  in  the  first  place,  of  twenty  millions  of 
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sl^  [ier  cent.  United  States  debt,  which  the  Gov- 
e^rieni  were  to  subscribe,  in  payment  for  two- 
fittii  of  tiie  stuck  of  (he  bank,  and  which  was  to  be 
nSeemed  only  at  ihpir  pleasure.  The  remaining 
tlnnry  millions  were,  to  be  subscribed  by  individu- 
a;j|  i<i  shares  of  five  Jiundred  dollars  each.  These 
sKras  were  to  be  fiaid  for  in  three  instalments. 
1*  ,e  first  in-taltneni  on  each  share  was  to  consist 
01"  $20  in  gold  or  silver,  S50  in  Treasury  notes, 
a^  i  $150  m  the  war  stock,  (asj^t  was  usually 


Now.  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  whether  you  regard  the 
capital  on  which  this  bank  is  to  be  founded,  or 
the  government  to  which  it  is  to  be  subjected,  or 
(he  operations  which  it  will  be  requirtd  to  per- 
form, it  is  visionary  to  hope  that  you  can  lor  a 
moment  command  for  it  the  confidence  of  the 
public.  A 11  the  elements  of  its  formation  are  cal- 
culated to  excite  distrust.  It  has  every  ingredient 
in  Its  composition  which  can  attract  suspicion 
What  is  the  efficient  capital  of  the  bank  ?     The 


ttJuied.)  at  iheir  nominal  value.  The  second  and  |  Government  will  subscribe,  in  new  stock,  twenty 
ti,  rd  mstalraonts  were  to  be  composed  of  $40  millions;  individuals  are  to  pay,  in  the  present 
c:  !h,  S-5  Treasury  notes,  and  $15  of  the  stock  depreciated  public  debt,  eighteen  millions ;  and  in 
a^  He  mentioned.  The  bank  was  to  commence  I  Treasury  notes,  which  are  to  be  converted  into 
ill  operations  immediately  on  the  payment  of  the  [  Government  stock,  six  millions.  Six  millions, 
hifct;  instalment.  The  Treasury  notes  on  being  {  the  bill  directs  to  be  paid  in  coin.  But,  this  will 
rrccdved  into  the  bank  were  to  be  converted  into  j  not  be  done.  Tae  bank  is  to  go  into  operation 
^ler  cent  debt,  redeemable  at  the  will   of  the  :  when  the  first  instalment  is  paid.     There  will  then 


><iernment ;  and  no  part  of  the  public  debt  held 
libe   bank,  was  to  be  aliened  during  the  war, 


be  received,  of  gold  or  silver,  but  one  million  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.     Now.  when  the  scar- 


rSr' afterwards,  for  less  than  its  nominal  value,    city  of  specie  is  taken  into  consideration,  there  is 

ki.Ls    institution  with  all   its  appendages  was  to    little  doubt  but  that  the  directors  will  take  care  to 

governed  byjwenty-five  directors,  twenty  of  j  accommodate  themselves  and  their  brother  siock- 

I'-im  should  bt  elected   by  the  stockholders  and  i  holders  with  loans  to  the  amount  of  the  cash  pari 

\e  appointed    by   the    President  of  the    United  '  of  the  second  and  third  instalments.     I  am   per- 

[ai.'s.  It  was  to  be  obliged  to  lend  to  the  Gov-  |  suaded  that  I  make  a  very  liberal  allowance,  when 
tfnment,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  thirty  mil-  ;  1  say,  that,  of  the  six  millions  of  specie  required 
IXns   of  dollars;  and    the  President   during   the  j  by  the  bill,  not  more  than  two  will  be  paid,  and 

fir,  and  for  five  years  afterwards,  was  to  have  the  other  four  represented  by  stock  or  accommo- 
\%e  power  (>f  liberating  it  from  the  obligation  to  i  dation  notes.  This  vast  capital  is,  then,  to  be 
l3y  •'^P^ci'J  'or  i'^  notes.  This  instiiuiiun  was  to  i  composed  of  forty-four  millions  of  public  debt, 
(v'Qiinue  twenty  yi^ars,  during  which  the  United  '  inalienable  by  the  bank,  and  redeemable  only  at 
{States  were  bound  not  to  establish  any  other.  i  the  will  of  the  Government ;  four  millions  of  in- 

f 'I'he  great  purposes  contemplated  by  this  splen-  |  dividual  debt,  designed  not  to  be  redeemed,  but 
Uijjbcheme,  other  tlHan  those  of  a  mere  temporary  on  long  credit ;  and  two  millions  of  specie.  The 
jpm (fire,  are  ihe  creation  of  an  adequate  medium  ui  i  b-ink  has  an  efficient  capital  of  but  two  millions: 
j>|;t^ral  circulation,  and  the  affording  to  the  Gov-  '  for.  that  portion  of  its  capital  which  cannot  be 
^ilinent  of  the  necessary  facilities  in  the  collec-  converted  into  cash,  whenever  castj  may  be  re- 
tio^,  keeping,  and  distribution  of  its  revenue.  \  quired  to  meet  demands  upon  it,  affords  no  basis 
'Hhpse  are  indeed  most  important  purposes.  It  on  which  to  sup()ort  an  issue  of  paper. 
,r}k*i  be  self  evident  that  no  banking  establish-  !„  the  direction  of  the  bank  is  there  full  secu- 
riifiii  can  effect  either  of  them  unless  it  com- :  rjiy  thai  prudence,  ability,  and  strict  attention  to 
■A-^d  the  confidence  ot  the  public.  This  confi-  ,ts' , merest  will  be  found?  Here  we  are  pre- 
j^e^ce  must  be  the  life-giving  principle  of  the  sented  with  a  feature  in  the  plan  of  a  very  odious 
iijk— without  this  vital  spark  it  is  a  dead  mass—  j  kind— the  app<.mtment  of  five  of  the  directors  by 
s.jless.  nav,  noxious  to  the  community.     With-    i|,e  President  of  the   United  States  will  have  a 

|u,  a  confidence  that  the  institution  is  at  every  ,nost  injurious  effect  on  the  credit  of  the  inslitu- 
jrfKnnent  conjpetent  to  meet  its  engagements,  who  |  t,on.  while  it  is  utterly  useless  to  the  Govern- 

v,'i»l  receive  -the  evidence  of  its  engagements  as  .  ,neat.     Tiie  Committee  will  pardon  a  quotation 

ra.-«h?  The  bank  note  becomes  then,  and  then  of  some  length  from  a  report  of  the  illustrious 
;(^nry,  afit  medium  of  circulation  when  every  one  j  Hamilton  on  a  National  Bank,  showing  decisively 

leljeves  that   he  can  obtain  for  it,  whenever  his    the  impolicy  of  anv  interference  by  the  Govern- 

1  e^essities  may  require,  the  gold   o^  silver  which  ,  ment  in  the  appointment  of  its  directors- 

,;  Represents.     Surh  a  belief  suspends  the  notes  of  ' 
•  i    liank  in  circulation,  and  prevents  them  from  be-        "  '^°  *"**^  f""  confidence  to  an  institution  of  this 


ii;j  returned   for  payment   the  moment  they  are 

;  )is«ied.     It  enables  the  bank   to  perform  very  ex- 

nsive   business  without  the  issue  of  notes,  by 

o(umunicating  to  a  credit  on  its  books  the  char- 
'.  ^cier  of  money,  so  that  such  a  credit  passes 
}  fUcough  a  hundred  hands  by  the  means  of  checks, 

ri\hout  drawing  from  the  bank  either  a  dollar  or 
Bote.  It  is  this  belief  which  induces  individu- 
'.  iU  to  deposite  with  a  bank  their  stores  of  treasure  ; 
h  nd,  without  such  a  confidence,  it  never  can  be 
I     ^i  place  fur  the  custody  of  tiie  public  revenue, 


nature,  it  appears  to  be  an  essential  ingredient  in  its 
structure,  that  it  shall  be  under  a  private  not  a  pubUc 
direction,  under  the  guidance  of  individual  interest  not 
of  public  policy;  which  would  be  supposed  to  be,  and 
in  certain  emergencies,  under  a  feeble  or  too  sanguine 
administration,  would  really  be  liable  to  being  too 
much  influenced  by  public  necessity.  The  suspicion 
of  this  would  continually  corrode  the  vitals  of  the  credit 
of  the  bank,  and  would  be  most  likely  to  prove  fatal  in 
those  situations,  in  which  the  public  good  would  re- 
quire that  they  should  be  most  sound  and  vigorous. 
It  would  indeed  be  little  less  than  a  miracle,  should 
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the  credit  of  the  bank  be  at  the  dispo8.il  of  the  Govcrn- 
raent,  if,  in  a  long  series  of  time,  there  was  not  expe- 
rienced a  calamitous  abuse  of  it.  It  is  true  that  it 
would  l)e  the  real  interest  of  the  Government  not  to 
abuse  it ;  its  genuine  pohcy  to  husband  and  cherish  it, 
with  the  most  guarded  circumspection,  as  an  inesti- 
mable treasure.  But  what  (Jovernment  ever  uniformly 
consulted  its  true  interests  in  opposition  to  the  tempta- 
tions of  momentary  exigencies  ?  What  nation  was  ever 
blessed  with  a  constant  succession  of  upright  and  wise 
administrators  ? 

*'  The  keen,  steady,  and  as  it  were  magnetic  sense, 
of  their  own  interest  as  proprietors  in  the  direction  of 
a  bank,  pointing  invariably  to  its  true  pole  the  pros- 
perity of  the  institution,  is  the  only  security  that  can 
always  be  relied  upon  for  a  careful  and  prudent  ad- 
ministration. It  is  therefore  the  only  basis  on  which 
an  enlightened,  unqualified,  and  permanent  confidence 
can  be  expected  to  be  erected  and  maintained." 

This  great  and  practical  statesman  then  pro- 
ceeds to  show,  that  a  good  Garernment  has  noth- 
ing more  to  wish  for  from  a  bank  than  that  its 
concerns  should  be  skilfully  managed,  and  that 
such  a  Government  always  must  have  influence 
enough  with  the  bank  to  procure  a  compliance 
with  Its  reasonable  desire:*.  He  then  sums  up 
the  argument,  and  draws  his  conclusion  :  '  It  will 
'  not  follow  from  what  has  been  said  that  the 
'  State  may  not  be  the  holder  of  a  part  of  the 
'  slock  of  a  bank,  and  consequently  a  sharer  in  the 
'profits  of  it.  It  will  only  follow  that  it  ought 
•  not  to  desire  any  participation  in  the  direction 
'  of  if."  This  hankering  after  a  share  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  bank  has  tio  adequate  motive 
to  justify  it.  The  plausible  and  ordinary  pretext 
is  to  secure  the  interest  of  the  Government  in  the 
institution.  But  no  such  security  is  in  fact  af- 
forded. On  a  former  occasion  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Seybert)  placed 
the  fallacy  of  this  expectation  in  a  point  of  visw 
which  would  be  weakened  by  an  adoption  of 
other  language  than  his  own.  Speaking  of  a 
l)roposed  appointment  of  directors  by  the  Govern- 
ment, when  the  question  of  renewing  thecharter 
of  the  former  United  Stales  Bank  was  before  this 
House,  he  asks,  ''  Who  will  such  directors  gene- 
'  rally  be?  Certainly  persons  who  need  the  aid 
'  of  the  bank,  lor  none  others  would  make  appli- 
'  cation  lor  the  appointment.  When  they  are 
'  appointed,  they  will  be  subservient  to  the  views 
'  of  such  of  the  directors  as  are  cho>en  by  the 
'  stockholders  ;  in  their  places  they  will  lose  sight 
'  of  the  public  welfare  ;  they  will  be  interested  by 
'  the  accommodation*  which  they  may  find  ne- 

•  cessary  for  their  purposes;  to  obtain  these  they 

•  will  yield  to  their  associates.  Instead  of  being 
'  the  guardians  of  the  public  treasure  in  case  of  dan- 
'  ger,  ihey  will  remain  silent  until  a  spontaneous 
'  explosion  of  the  bub.le  solves  for  the  world  the 
'  important  secret  of  the  insolvency  of  the  insti- 

•  tution.''  Let  it  be  added,  what  the  magnani- 
mous soul  ()|  Hamilton  could  never  have  antici- 
pated,and  what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
forbore  to  state;  let  it  be  added  in  answer  to 
the  question,  ''  W' ho  will  such  directors  be;"  that, 
according  to  the  fixed  usage  of  the  existing  Ad- 
ministration, they  must  be  devotees  of  the  party 


I  in   power.     The  inquiry    will   not   be,  are  ibcy 
]  honest,  or  are  they  competent?  but  are  they  par- 
I  tisans  staunch  and  true,  and  will  their  elevation 
i  promote  the  petty  interests  of  faction  ?     Such  is 
I  the  settled  practice  of  the  Executive  in  all  civil 
I  appointments — I  say  civil  appointments,  for  meo 
of  heterodox  opinions  are  occasionally  permitted 
!  to  oppose  themselves  to  the  bullets  of  the  enemy. 
If  in  the  capital,  and  in  the  administration  of 
the  bank,  there  is  nothing  found  on  which  public 
confidence  can   fix  itself,  let  us  see  whether  its 
practical  operations  are  likely  to  be  such  as  may 
gradually  attract  this  confidence.     The  first  oper- 
I  aiion  of  the  bank,  after  making  the  necessary  dis- 
i  counts  for  enabling  the  directors  and  stockholders 
to  pay  for  their  shares,  will  be  to  loan  to  the  Gov- 
j  ornment   thirty   millions  of  dollars.     Of  this  no 
one  can  doubt  who  knows  our  needs  and  has  read 
this  bill.     This  Government  pays  off  these  thirty 
millions  of  bank  paper  to  its  numerous  creditors, 
and  what  then  becomes  of  it?    There  is  no  con- 
I  fidence  that  the  bank  can   be  able  to  redeem  it 
I  when  presented,  for  it   has  not  two  millions  of 
I  money.    TheGovernraent  indeed  owes  it  seventy- 
four   millions — Glteen   per   cent,    more   than    its 
i  whole  capital.    But  on  this  vast  debt  it  cannot 
:  command  a  dollar,  except  the  annual  interest,  and 
this  will  be  paid  to  it  in  its  own  paper;  it  is  not 
at  liberty  to  require  payment  of  any  part  of  the 
principal, and  it  is  forbidden  to  sell.     Besides  the 
litilo  specie  it  may  have,  and  the  accommodation 
loans   before  spoken  of,  these  seventy-four  mil- 
•  lions  of  Government  debt  constitute  all  its  effects. 
I      Not  only  therefore  is  the  bank  without  money 
I  to  meet  the  fifteenth   part  of  its  issues,  but  its 
credits  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  converted  into 
I  money.     The   bank  carries  on   no   busine.-.s    by 
which  an  artificial  circulation  is  given  to  this 
i  paper;  and  which  like  the  wonderful  process  of 
;  nature  that  propels  the  blood  through  the  arteries. 
'  and  returns  it  through  the  veins  lo  be  propelled 
again  with  equal  warmth  and  vigor,  sends  it  forth 
,  in   well  limed   discounts  to  be  brought   back   in 
<  periodical  payments  again  to  be  issued.    The  con- 
!  sequence  inevitably  is,  that  the  paper  is  brought 
directly  to  the  bank  for  redemption,  and  the  va- 
rious holders  contend  who  shall  be  first  in  this 
I  race,  till  the  President  comes  forth  with  his  proc- 
,  lamation  and  frees  the  bank  from  the  obligation 
'  to   pay   specie.     Some   exigency  soon  occurs  to 
i  render  an  additional  loan  convenient  to  a  needy 
Adminisiralion.    The  bank  and  the  Executive  are 
i  on  the  best  possible  terms — politically  married — 
,  they  "in  one  fate,  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
'  their  beings  blend."     The  bank  lends  as  fast  as 
I  the  Executive  can  ask,  and  the  Executive  kindly 
protects  the  bank  from  the  rude  duns  of  saucy 
'  creditors.     Thus  there  is  thrown  on  the  coramu- 
I  nity  an  immense  emission  of  paper  which   does 
I  not  pretend  lo  represent  money,  which  is  utterly 
'  worthless,  except    in    consequence   of  a  (juality 
'■  which  the  Government  annexes  to  it,  (and  which 
I  it  can  give  to  any  paper.)  that  of  being  receivable 
in  payment  of  taxes.     The  great  evil  under  which 
I  we    labor,    in    relation    to   our    circulating    me- 
I  dium,  is  not  a  defect  in  its  quantity,  but  in  its 
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i'iUe.  We  Kave  paper  enough,  but  we  have  litile 
r«o  money.'  This  deficiency  of  money,  though 
^oubt  pro(]uced  by  many  causes,  is  in  no  small 
gree  allriblJlable  to  the  superabundance  of  pa- 
jp'r,  Strang*;  mistakes  have  prevailed  upon  this 
>s«bjeci.  whe^e  correct  infonnation  might  have 
i^e|)  expected.  It  is  perfectly  ascertained  in  po- 
JriJAal  econortiy,  th^t  no  more  paper  of  any  kind 
^ttcirculaie.in  a  country  than  is  equal  in  value 
u)  the  gold  pnd  silver,  which  would  circulate 
;ifiefe.  if  there  was  no  paper.  If  more  be  thrown 
joill}  than  thiii  circulation  can  employ,  as  there  is 
^llOjUse  for  it  at  all,  the  surplus  is  reiurned  upon 
tttiw  banks  fot  gold  and  silver.  When  converted 
'iht^  this  form  an  use  i;*  then  fuund  for  it  abroad, 
•£913  it  is  exported, .leaving  ihe  ordinary  business 
'(Jff  H)uying  apd  seHiiig  within  the  country  to  be 
jt^apsacted  through  the  agency  of  the  paper  cir- 
^r^r^tion.  which  is  adequate  to  the  purpose.  I 
jifAf  e  no  doubt  that  in  this  way  we  are  to  account 
h|i  'a  great   roeasure   fur   the   scarcity    of  specie. 

•  j^n^d  is  thii  ievil,  and  its  concomitant,  the  depre- 
'rjiaiion  of  all  bank  paper,  to  be  remedied  by  ihrow- 
fiiig  more  paper  jnio  market?  Burke,  with  in- 
uinitable  severity  cf  humor,  compares  the  reite- 
[i4ti>d  issues  of  assignats  by  the  Convention  of 
\]t  r4nce  to  the  prescriptions  of  M«.>liere'»  candidate 
|fl)rthe  doctor's  de^rree.  The  remedy  is  to  be  re- 
fjjeited  as  frequently  as  experience  may  prove  its 

i|ie^cacy.  If  the  obstinate  disease  will  not  be 
ie^uited,  but  bfcomej  more  and  more  exacerbated. 
'"f^V  ihen.  •'repur^er,  resaigner^' — "  purge  again, 
-l|l»4ed  auain."  Art-r  you  about  lo  adopt  the  same 
'oo'jrse  ?  Has  an  excessive  issue  of  paper  ban- 
iiiph^d   the  preciou<   n)etals  from   your  country? 

l-sjje  mori^  paper.  Is  commercial  intercourse 
,  ^etiroyed  ;    are  ihe   operations   of  the   Treasury 

Jmbarrassed  ;  are  all  the  moneyed  institutions  of 
!)-T  Middle  and  Southern  Slates  compelled  lo  acts 
f  bankruptcy,  by  '.lie  deluge  o(  paper  which  tias 
.  yotrered  the  country?  Open  thefloudgatesand  pour 
yrth  a  fresh  inundation  of  paper.     Assignats — as- 
,  xignats — more  assignats  I 

|f  And  is  It  for  tbe  sake  of  an  institution  thus 
'  •i^Cnhless,  thus  pernicious,  that   the  solemn  faith 

{f  the  United  States  is  to  be  pledged  that  no  other 
auk  shall  be  established  for  twenty  years?  The 
5*vernment  neerfs  and  the  nation  needs  a  bank 
J  iounded  on  a  solid  basis,  operating  wisely,  fur- 
i^Vtihinsr  a  circulation  that  will  command  univer- 
t  iajconfidenceand  credit, and  capable  of  aiding  the 
'  *\Jlministr.ition  in  the  management  of  its  finances, 
tft  the  possibility  of  making  such  an  establish- 
lent  is  to  be  forbidden  for  twenty  years,  and  this 

•  3or  the  sake  of  a  mere  manufactory  of  paper! 
J  J3^t  this  is  not  all.  TheGovernment  binds  itself 
{•fof  receive  this  paper  in  discharge  of  all  public 
5  Vues  !  Thus  stipulating  for  its  own  bankruptcy, 
'•  »iid  rendering  impracticable  a  compliance  with 
*t|l8  most  stiemn  eigagements.  For,  if  it  receive 
♦^tithing  but  worthless  paper,  in  what  shall  it  pay 
'*t4  creditors — its  domestic  and  foreign  cr.  ditors  ? 

•  Hllwill  be  unable  to  pay  cash.  It  cannot  dare  to 
}iri4pose  on  them  what  is  not  the  representative 
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of  the  permanent  consequences  re- 


sulting from  the  proposed  bank  be  correct,  it  must 
be  regarded  as  a  most  ruinous  project.  Instead 
of  resorting  to  it  as  the  only  efficient  remedy  for 
the  mischiefs  and  embarras-smenis  that  now  exist, 
we  should  reject  it  a?  big  with  evils  infinitely 
more  fatal  than  any  we  have  yet  endured. 

Mr,  G.  here  remarked  that  he  had  heard  the 
example  of  the  Bank  of  England,  after  the  sus- 
pension of  it."  specie  payments,  urged  as  an  au- 
tiiorily  for  the  usefulness  of  an  institution  which 
should  not  be  compelled  to  redeem  its  paper.  He 
had  not  the  leisure,  nor  indeed  the  information, 
which  would  be  required  to  go  into  a  full  refuta- 
tion of  such  an  inference.  But  he  could  not  for- 
bear from  stating  some  prominent  facts  which 
would  put  an  end  to  this  supposed  analogy.  The 
Bank  of  England  had  been  established  more  than 
a  century.  It  was  so  firmly  rooted  in  the  public 
confidence,  that  'Safe  as  the  Bank  of  England^' 
had  become  a  proverb.  Though  not  in  form  con- 
nected witl)  the  Government,  yet  a  mutual  in- 
terest and  a  variety  of  concurrent  operations  had 
produced  such  a  connexion,  in  fact,  that  the  sta- 
bility of  one  was  a  pledge  lor  that  of  the  other. 
All  the  private  bankers  in  London  transacted 
business  on  ttie  credit  of  this  bank  ;  and  these,  by 
their  connexion  with  the  bankers  throughout  the 
Kingdom,  sustained  and  everywhere  extended 
this  credit.  Such  were  the  ramifications  through 
which  the  agency  of  this  bank  was  spread,  that 
there  was  not  an  individual  in  the  Kingdom,  pos- 
sessing anything  to  lose,  who  directly  or  indi- 
rectly was  not  interested  in  its  solidity.  Yet 
with  all  these  aids  to  uphold  it — the  most  pjwer- 
ful  (except  the  possession  of  cash  to  meet  its  en- 
gagements) that  ever  were  or  can  be  united  to 
support  any  institution — thus  sustained  by  ancient 
reverence,  by  universal  interest,  and  by  a  stable 
Government,  which  deterinined  to  stand  or  fall 
with  It — the  interruption  ol  specie  payments  gave 
it  such  a  shock  that  it  tottered  to  its  base.  Many 
of  Its  friends  leared,  and  most  of  our  oracles  pre- 
dicted, its  utter  fall.  The  paper  of  the  bank  de- 
preciated to  a  most  alarming  extent.  And  had 
nut  a  prosperous  commerce  and  tiie  most  fortu- 
nate political  occurrences  come  in  aid  of  the  in- 
stitution, it  IS  difficult  to  conjecture  how  far  such 
depreciation  would  have  gone.  Can  a  mere  es- 
cape from  destruction,  by  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  under  all  these  singularly  favorable 
circumstances,  be  viewed  as  an  argument  for  the 
establishment  of  a  bank,  which  is  to  begin  by  an 
issue  of  [taper  that  it  is  known  it  cannot  redeem  ? 
Because  such  a  suspension  did  nut  utterly  anni- 
hilate confidence  in  aa  ancient  institution,  does 
it  follow  that  It  will  create  confidence  in  a  new 
one?  There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  Bank 
of  England  which  can  furnish  an  argument  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  scheme. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G,,  I  am  perfectly  aware  that 
it  is  not  so  much  the  expectation  of  permanent 
benefit,  as  the  hope  of  irnm*  diate  succor  from  the 
proposed  bank,  that  excites  the  zeal  of  its  sup- 
porters. In  a  paroxysm  of  pain,  the  impatient 
sufferer  often  flies  for  relief  to  the  empiric  potion, 
although  be  knows  that  it  is  ultimately   fatal. 
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•'  The  Treasury  is  empty,  and  public  credit  at  the 
'  lowest  stage  of  depression.     Something  must  be 
'  done,  and  done  immediately,  to  help  the  finances. 
'  What  can   be  effectual  but  the  establishment  of 
'  a  great  National  Bank?"     Such  is  the  general 
style  of  thought  and  expression  among  tho^e  who 
are  most  earnest  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.     It 
cannot  be  denied,  sir.  that  tl^e  fiscal  concerns  of 
this  nation  are  in  a  state  alarmingly  critical,  and 
emphatically  require  whatever  of  wisdom  can  be 
found   in   the  Government  to  snatch  them  from 
ruin.     But,  let  me  conjure  gentlemen  not  to  be 
led  away  by  this  sense  of  danger  into  a  hasty 
adoption  of  any  measure  which  promises  the  dis- 
embarrassment of  our  finances.     It  is  always  at 
such    moments,   in    the   history    of  nations,  that 
daring  adventurers  and  visionary  projectors  obtain 
a  favorable  reception  of  their  desperate  schemes. 
With  the  magnificence  of  promise,  and  the  en- 
thusiasm of  presumption,  they  dazzle  the  imag.- 
oation.  and  seduce  the  judgment  of  the  ardent, 
the  timid,  the  indolent,  and  the  credulous.     It  was 
at  such  a  moment  as  this,  in  the  history  of  French 
finance,  that  the  celebrated  John  Law  came  for- 
ward   with    his    magnificent    project.     The    old 
fashioned    mode  of  redeeming  public  credit  by 
economy,   punctuality,  and  affording  security  to 
the  creditors,  was  thought  too  slow  a  process  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  time.     A  more  rapid  and 
complete   remedy   was  de>ired  ;    and   who  could 
fail  to  perceive  such  a  remedy  in  his  great  Mis- 
sissippi Bank?    For  a  while  it  exceeded  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  most  credulous.     Secured  by  the 
farms  of  all  the  farmed  revenues  in  France,  hold- 
ing a  monopoly  of  the  African  and  East  Indian 
commerce,  and    renting  on  a  solid  capital  of  the 
fertile  lands  and  golden  mines  of  the  Mississippi, 
it  gained  the  public  confidence,  and  commanded 
all  the  specie  of  the  Kingdom.     Its  slock  rose  lo 
an   enormous  value,    and   the  circulation  of  its  I 
paper  seemed  to  have  no  bounds.     Bui,  in  prac-  | 
lice,  It  was  unable  to  meet  its  engagements  and 
to  redeem  its  paper.     In  vain  did  Government 
interpose  to  uphold  the  credit  of  the  instituiion. 
Confidence  was  withdrawn;  circulation  ceased; 
the   babble  burst ;    tiiousands   were   ruined,   and 
the  finances  degraded  far  below  their  former  de- 
basement.    It  ihe  proposed  plan  is  to  afford  relief 
to  our  necessities,  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  discover  j 
it.    This  IS  not  a  matter  of  faith,  but  of  calcula- 
tion.    Whence  is   this    relief,   and    what   is  the  | 
amount  of  it  ?     It  will  be  said  that  the  bank  is  to 
accommodate  the  Government,  at  six  per  cent., 
with  a  loan  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars.     Such  a 
loan  is  absolutely  necessary  to  our  wants;  per- 
haps can  be  no  where  else  obtained,  and  certainly 
not  upon  as  moderate  terms.     Let  this  suggestion 
be  examined  for  a  moment,  and  all  that  is  plausi- 
ble in  It  vanishes.     In  what  does  the  bank  make 
this  loan  ?    Not  in  money,  for  it  has  It  not ;  not 
in  the  representative  of  money,  for  its  issues  are 
made  on  a  capital  of  irredeemable  public  debt; 
not  in  paper  that  will  command  money,  for  the 
bank,  as  we  have  seen,  must  be  immediately  re- 
lieved from  the  obligation  to  pay  specie.     In  what 
then   is  this  loan  made?    In   paper    having    no 
13Ui  Con.   3d  Sess.— 19 


value  except  that  it  represents  the  engagements 
of  an  institution  whose  only  wealth  consists  in 
the  engagements  of  the  Government,  and  answer- 
ing no  purpose  of  circulation  except  that  the 
Government  has  made  it  receivable  in  payment 
of  taxes.  Is  it  not  manifest  that  the  direct  en- 
gagements of  the  Government  must  have  at  least 
equal  value  with  that  paper  which  ultimately 
represents  tiietn  ;  and  iliat  these  engagements 
may  equally  be  made  receivable  in  commutation 
of  taxes  ?  Then  the  simple  meaning  of  this  trans- 
action is  to  procure  paper  engagements  of  a  suit- 
able form  and  devices  to  be  prepared  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  pay  the  manufacturers  for  their 
iiouble  (at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  nomi- 
nal amount  manufactured)  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  per  annum.  This  is  a  very 
expensive  establishment,  sir.  You  can  surely 
have  your  Treasury  notes  equally  well  struck, 
and  filled  up,  and  signed,  at  a  much  less  cost. 
And  none  can  doubt  but  that  they  will  answer 
every  purpose  of  the  Treasury  bank  notes.  Un- 
less swindling  be  designed,  there  is  something 
preposterous  in  the  idea  that  A,  who  has  capital, 
cannot  attempt  a  circulation  of  his  own  negotia- 
ble paper,  but  gives  his  bond  to  B.  who  has  no 
capital,  and  obtains  B's  notes  in  the  expectation 
that  they  will  circulate  freely  on  his  [A'sj  prom- 
ise to  take  them  in  payment  of  debts,  as  though 
they  were  his  own.  But  the  idea  approaches  to 
insanity  when  A  regularly  pays  interest  on  the 
bond  to  B  for  the  use  of  these  noie^,  which  draw 
no  interest,  and  whose  sole  claim  to  credit  is  de- 
rived from  their  connexion  with  that  bond,  and 
from  his  consent  to  treat  them  with  respect.  The 
only  quality  which  these  bank  notes  can  possess, 
entitling  them  to  confidence,  or  fitting  them  to 
be  the  medium  of  circulation,  is  that  which  the 
Government  imparls  to  them — of  being  receiva- 
ble in  payment  of  taxes.  If  it  annex  this  quality 
to  its  own  paper,  and  makes  it  as  convenient  for 
receipts  and  payments  as  the  notes  of  this  paper 
bank,  an  immense  saving  is  made,  and  every  bene- 
ficial purpose  equally  answered.  It  is  idle  to 
imagine  that  the  engagements  of  an  institution, 
whose  capital  is  composed  of  Government  debt, 
can  have  any  other  credit  than  those  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itself.  The  whole  foundation  on  which 
either  can  rest,  is  the  credit  of  the  Government. 
If  you  seek  a  further  ba>is  you  but  imitate  the 
Indian  sage,  who  rested  his  world  on  the  back  of 
an  huge  elephant,  who  stood  on  the  back  of  an  im- 
mense tortoise,  who  stood  on  he  knew  not  what. 
We  are  told  one  immediate  benefit  to  result 
from  this  institution  is,  that  it  will  absorb  twenty- 
four  millions  of  Government  stock  now  in  the 
market,  and  make  room  for  the  Government  to 
throw  more  stock  into  it.  This  is  surely  a  delu- 
sion. Six  millions  of  Government  securities  in 
the  form  of  Treasury  notes,  and  eighteen  millions 
in  the  form  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  will  be  made 
to  assume  the  form  of  United  States  Bank  stock. 
But  this  bank  has  a  capital  consisting  almost  ex- 
clusively of  Government  securities.  Shares  in 
this  capital  are  then,  in  fact.  Iitile  else  than  evi- 
dences of  an  interest  in  these  securities.     These 
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twenty-four  millions  of  Government  stock  are 
^lot  actually  removed  from  the  market,  but  re- 
gain there  under  a  different  name.  Instead  of 
J)eing  transferred  as  Treasury  notes,  or  as  Gov- 
vToment  six  per  cents.,  they  are  assigned  as  bank 
itock.  No  burden  is  thereby  taken  from  the 
^arket;  no  ability  to  loan  is  communicated  to 
jiny  one  ;  no  demand  for  Government  paper 
created. 

,  But  the  principal  advantage  which  is  hoisted 
i)f,  as  resulting  from  this  bank,  is  the  revival  of 
«ublic  credit  by  iheappreciationof  the  publicdebt. 
frhis  consideration  is  entitled  to  attention,  both 
t)ecause  it  is  somewhat  plausible,  and  because  it 
js  much  insisted  on  by  the  friends  of  the  scheme, 
public  credit,  at  all  times  important  to  the  nation, 
Is  now,  when  revenue  is  exhausted,  and  a  war  of 
immense  expenditures  pressing  upon  the  Treas- 
jury  with  daily  mcreasing  demands,  of  incalcula- 
ble value.    This  faculty,  known  to  be  exceedingly 

impaired  by  late  occurrences,  is  to  be  renovated 
"by  imparling  value  to  certain  evidences  of  the 
ipublic  debt  now  much  depreciated  in  the  market. 
i\  am  utterly  unable  to  perceive  how  the  result  is 
ito  be  produced.  A  high  price  of  Government 
•stock  iai  often  an  indication  of  the  healthful  state 

of  public  credit.     When  every  species  of  Gov- 
-ernment  stock  is  at  full  price,  not  from  the  opera 
jtion  of  accidemal  or  temporary,  but  of  permanent 

•  and  regular  causes,  it  may  be  regarded  as  an  un*-- 
•equivocal  evidence  of  sound  public  credit.  But  an 
^artificial  value  communicated  fur  n  moment  to  a 
!part  of  ihe  public  debt,  not  extending  to  the  rest 
,nor  promising  long  continuance,  is  a  proof  of  irreg- 
jular  excitement,  indicating  diseased,  not  vigorous. 
,'credit.  To  revive  public  credit  by  imparting  an 
:  extraneous  value  to  stock  seems  about  as  wise  as 

•  to  restore   health   by  an  artificial  coloring  of  the 

•  cheek.  Superficial  observers  may  be  cheated  by 
.  the  appearance  ;  the  credulous  experimenter  may 
;  for  a  moment  delude  himself  but  the  mistake  of 
;  either  cannot  last  long. 

'  Let  us  examinea  litile  more  in  detail  the  effect 
which  this  bank  is  to  produce  on  the  public  stock 
;  and  the  public  credit.  There  is  now  in  market 
!  (I  speak  in  round  number>)  sixly  millions  ol 
,  Government  debt  created  since  the  war,  which, 

•  at  an  average,  may  be  said  to  be  worth  in  specie 
<  seventy  dollars  in  the  hundred.  By  allowing 
^  twenty-four  millions  of  this  debt  to  be  subscribed 
\  at  its  nominal  price  in  payment  for  bank  shares, 
;  it  is  supposed  that  you  will  create  a  demand  for 
t  this  stock,  which  will  raise  it  to  « ighly-five  or 
»  Qinety.  But,  after  the  twenty-four  millions  are 
■  subscribed,  the  residue  bavins  no  new  value 
^  communicated  to  it,  will  preserve  its  former  place 
J  in  the  market.  Thus  far  nothing  is  seen  but  a 
;  mere  stock-jobbing  operation — an  adveitiiiiou> 
i  price  given  to  public  securities  to  enable  the  pres- 
l  ent  holders  to  get  rid  of  them  at  the  expense  ol 
;  others  in  whcse  hands  they  are  to  de[)reciate. 
\  But  the  twenty  four  millions  subscribed  are  con- 
j  verted  into  bank  stock;  and,  as   it  is  presumed 

•  bank  stock  will  be  at  par,  these  twenty-four  mil 

j  lioDs  are  rai-ed  in  value  from  sixteen  millions 
'  eight  hundred  ihouaaud  dollars  to  their  nommal 


amount.  This  may  be  a  correct  statement — and 
here  there  is  a  clear  gain  of  seven  millions  two 
hundred  thousand  dollar^;  but,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed a  phrase  of  the  gentleman  near  me,  (Mr. 
Wright.)  I  would  ask.  *'Cui  bono?"''  to  whom 
does  this  gain  accrue?  Eight  millions  distributed 
among  the  holders  of  certain  favored  stock  may 
be  a  vast  help  to  their  financial  operations,  but  I 
do  not  see  how  our  finances  are  thereby  aided,  or 
our  credit  restored.  The  practical  definition  of 
credit  is  the  ability  to  buy  and  borrow  cheap — 
how  this  ability  is  increased  by  legislating  for- 
tunes to  a  f»*w  at  the  expense  of  the  community 
is  not  very  obvious.  Do  you  expect  that  those 
whom  you  thus  enrich  will  lend  you  from  grat- 
itude? They  will  remember  the  fate  they  have 
so  narrowly  escaped,  and  be  careful  how  they 
again  incur  the  risk  of  bankruptcy.  Will  others 
be  eager  to  lend  you  from  the  hope  of  similar  fa- 
vors? You  have  put  it  out  of  your  power  to 
oblige,  for  you  can  make  no  more  banks. 

A  very  strange  opinion  prevails  in  relation  to 
the  holders  of  this  war  stock.  It  seems  to  be  sup- 
posed that  Government  is  under  some  obligation 
to  rai>e  its  price.  So  far  as  its  value  is  to  be  ef- 
fected by  a  punctual,  faithful,  and  liberal  compli- 
ance with  the  engagements  of  the  Government, 
no  man  more  sincerely  wishes  its  rise  than  my- 
self. I  have  joined  in  the  pledge  to  give  it  full 
security  by  an  adequate  sinking  fund  before  the 
close  ollhis  session,  and  I  certainly  shall  be  ready 
to  redeem  my  pledge.  I  will  concur  in  any  plan 
winch  mny  be  re(iui>ite  to  provide  for  the  faith- 
ful payment  of  the  interests,  and  the  honf'st  re- 
iiiibursemenl  of  their  principal.  Thus  far  I  go, 
for  thus  far  the  Government  is  morally  bound 
to  go;  but  to  do  more  than  this,  to  make  a  bank 
for  them,  is  to  legislate,  not  for  the  nation,  but 
i^r  individuals. 

From  whiit  I  have  said  it  is  manifest  that,  what- 
ever may  be  my  predilection  for  a  National  Bank, 
it  i>  impossible  that  1  should  sanction  the  plan 
which  is  now  pro|)osed.  Its  general  and  perma- 
nent effects  I  regard  as  most  pernicious;  its  im- 
mediate coiiNequences  without  adequate  benefit 
to  counteract  its  expense  to  Government,  and 
wearing  too  much  tlie  appearanceof  a  mere  stock- 
jobbingoperation.  While  i  di>approve  the  scheme 
>ubniitted,  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  stale  what  plan 
I  would  be  ready  to  support.  Let  the  capital  of 
the  bank  he  reduced  to  a  manageable  size.  The 
Bank  of  England,  the  only  incorporated  institu- 
tion of  the  kind  within  the  Kingdom,  has  a  cap- 
ital less  than  twenty  millions  sterling,  the  paper 
of  which  is  a  sufficient  medium  for  the  collection 
of  a  revenue  of  eighty  millions.  Ours,  surely, 
will  le  large  enou:^h  if  we  make  it  equal  to  our 
revenue,  twenty  rnillions  of  dollars.  I  am  not 
anxious  that  ilie  Government  should  lake  an  in- 
iere>t  in  it,  esptcially  aK,  at  this  moment,  it  ii>  not 
advisable  to  contract  more  debts  than  are  una- 
voidable. But,  a.s  tiiis  is  a  fa>hionahle  idea,  I 
would  consent  ihai  the  United  Siatesshould  sub- 
>cri'.e  for  five  luillioiis  of  this  slock.  Of  the  re- 
mHiiiin:;  fiiieeii  millions,  five  millions,  at  least, 
should  be  paid,  actually  paid,  lu  sj>ecie ;  and  ten 
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might  be  subscribed  in  Treasury  notes,  or  stock 
hereafter  to  be  created,  at  par.  The  appreciation 
of  these  notes,  or  of  this  stock,  would  be  taken 
into  consideration  at  the  lime  of  issuing  them, 
and  its  benefit  thus  accrue  directly  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. In  favor  of  existing  stock,  I  would 
agree  that  it  might  be  received  in  lieu  of  new 
stock  or  Treasury  notes,  but  at  its  original  con- 
tract prices  with  Government.  Either  this  would 
be  a  beneficial  privilege,  or  it  would  not.  If  a 
privilege,  and  therefore  embraced,  the  Govern- 
ment would  derive  a  profit  of  the  difference  on  all 
the  subscribed  stock  between  tiie  contract  and 
nominal  price,  by  way  of  bonus  for  the  charter; 
and  if  it  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  privilege, 
there  is  no  compulsion  on  the  holder  of  the  stock 
to  subscribe.  The  direction  of  the  bank  should 
be  confi  ed  solely  to  the  officers  selected  by  the 
stockholders.  Tiie  institution  should  be  left  free 
to  pursue  its  interest,  and  under  no  obligation  to 
lend  to  the  Government.  It  should  be  compelled 
to  redeem  all  its  issues  by  sold  and  silver,  and, 
whenever  it  needed  an  addition  of  specie  to  its 
capital,  It  might  sell  any  portion  of  its  public 
debt  to  procure  it.  Such  an  establishment,  hon- 
estly and  prudently  managed,  would  be  a  basis 
on  which  to  support  a  circulating  medium  ade- 
quate to  our  wants  and  deserving  of  our  confi- 
dence. Such  an  establishment  would  afford  to 
the  Government  all  the  fdcilities  it  could  wish 
for  collecting,  keeping,  and  disbursing  its  revenue. 
These  great  purposes  answered,  must  essentially 
aid  the  public  credit.  Other  aids  it  should  have, 
which  are  not  to  be  obtained  through  any  bank. 
Giving  full  security  to  ihe  (lublic  creditor,  not  by 
a  pledge  of  faith,  but  of  funds;  provide  compe- 
tent revenue  fur  paying  him  his  interest,  and  be 
punctual  in  the  payment  ;  and,  above  all,  put 
down  all  profusion,  and  extravagance,  and  waste 
— economy  will  save  the  necessity  of  immense 
loans.  These  things  done,  all  will  be  accom- 
plished which,  while  the  war  continues,  is  on 
your  part  practicable,  and  the  i^sue  must  then  be 
trusted  to  Providence. 

To  ascertain,  sir,  how  far  my  opinions  may  be 
acceptable  to  the  Committee,  1  move  you  to 
amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill  where  it  pro- 
vides for  the  capital  of  this  bank,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "fifty,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
"twenty." 

Mr.  V\SK.  made  some  remarks  by  way  of  re- 
sisting the  attack  which  he  said  the  gentleman 
had  to-day  made  from  the  same  battery  as  he 
yesterday  opened  on  the  bill.  He  denied  the 
applicability  of  some  of  his  remarks,  particularly 
of  that  in  relation  to  Law's  scheme,  which  arose 
from  that  bank's  having  issued  a  vast  amount  of 
paper  on  its  capital,  founded  on  ihe  fictitious 
value  of  certain  land  ceriifi.aies,  &,c.,  an  excess 
of  folly  into  which  no  pro[>erly  regulated  bank 
was  in  any  danger  of  falling.  Ac. 

The   question    on     Mr.    Gaston's    motion    to 
strike  out  fifty  and    insert  twenty  millions,  was 
then    decided    as  follows:  For    the   motion    47, 
against  it  79. 
I      So  the  motion  was  negatived. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker,  of  Massachusetts, 
among  the  places  at  which  subscription  books 
should  be  opened,  Hallowell  in  Maine  was  in- 
serted, and  three  persons  named  as  commissioners. 

Mr.  CoNDicT,  of  New  Jersey,  said  he  thought 
it  would  be  good  policy  to  permit  as  large  a  por- 
tion of  th*  agricultural  community  to  contribute 
to  the  stock  as  possible.  With  this  view  he 
moved  to  increase  the  number  of  shares  from  one 
to  five  hundred  thousand,  and  reduce  the  amount 
of  each  share  to  one  instead  of  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Mr.  Fi3K,  of  New  York,  opposed  this  motion. 
The  shares,  he  conceived,  were  made  sufficiently 
small  to  enable  every  one  so  disposed  to  partici- 
pate in  the  bank  ;  while  a  still  further  subdivis- 
ion of  the  slock  would  produce  great  embarrass- 
ment, and  a  total  derangement  of  the  details  of 
the  bill,  and  much  difficulty  in  apportioning  the 
proportions  of  stock.  Treasury  notes,  and  specie, 
to  be  paid  on  each  share. 

The  motion  was  rejected,  yeas  32. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  substi- 
tute, for  the  provision  respecting  the  manner  of 
taking  sub>criptions  for  this  stock,  a  provision  for 
dividing  its  capital  stock  among  the  several  States 
in  proportion  to  their  representation;  so  that  all 
the  members  of  the  Union  might  equally  partici- 
pate in  the  benefits  of  such  subscription.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  subscriptions  would  be  advantage- 
ous to  the  individuals,  inasmuch  as  he  believed 
the  stock  would  be  greatly  above  par  as  soon  as 
the  bank  went  into  operation.  Not  having,  how- 
ever, had  lime  to  prepare  an  amendment  to  meet 
his  wishes,  he  should  waive  his  motion  for  the 
present,  until  the  bill  was  gone  through. 

After  making  further  verbal  amendments  to 
the  first  section,  the  second  section  of  the  bill  was 
read,  in  ihe  following  words: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  b« 
lawful  for  any  person,  copartnership,  or  body  politic, 
to  subscribe  for  so  many  shares  of  the  said  capital 
stock  of  the  said  bank,  as  be,  she,  or  they,  shall  think 
ijt,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  shares;  except  as  is 
hereinafter  provided  for  the  subscription  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Stales;  and  the  sums  respectively  subscribed, 
except  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  as  is  hereinafter 
provided,  shall  be  payable  in  the  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say:  one-fifth  part  thereof  in  gold  or  silver 
coin  of  the  United  States;  three-fifth  parts  thereof  in 
gold  or  silver  coin  of  the  United  Slates,  or  in  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  United  Stales,  contracted  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollars,"'  passed 
the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  or  contracted  by  virtue  of  any  subse- 
quent act  and  acts  of  Congress,  authorizing  a  loan,  or 
loans;  and  one-fifth  part  thereof  in  gold  or  silver  coin, 
or  in  Treasury  notes,  issued  under  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  ".'Vn  act  to  authorize  the  issoing  of  Treasury 
notes;"  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  or  issued  under  the  author- 
ity of  any  subsequent  act  or  acts  of  Congress,  author- 
izing Treasury  notes  to  be  issued.  And  the  said  pay- 
ment shall  be  made  and  completed  in  the  sums  and 
at  the  times  hereinafter  declared,  that  is  to  say:  at  the 
time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid  twenty  dollars 
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H)n  each  share,  in  gold  or  lilver  coin,  and  two  hundred 
,  ^Jnllars  more  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  the  public 
*>l^»bt  and  Treasury  notes  aforesaid,  in  the  proportions 
^Ajrcsaid.  At  the  expiration  of  four  calendar  months, 
l«9<^r  the  tirup  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid  the 
^i^ther  sum  of  forty  dollars  on  each  share,  in  gold  or 
*t<ver  coin,  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold  and  silver 
ir^in,  or  in  ihe  public  debt  and  Treasury  notes  afore- 
teJid,  in  the  proportions  aforesaid.  At  the  expiration 
kjtrsii  calendar  months,  from  the  time  of  subscribing. 
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I  tl|ere  shall  be  paid  the  further  sum  of  forty  dollars,  in 
,  g^ld  or  silver  coin,  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold 
■  p  *  silver  coin,  or  in  the  public  debt  and  Treasury 
<  D^tes  aforesaid,  in  the  proportions  aforesaid.  And  the 
'  «f  bscriptions  in  public  stock  and  Treasury  notes,  as 
jk-^resaid,  shall  be  taken  and  credited  for  the  principal, 
'awd  so  much  of  the  interest  thereof,  respectively,  as 
^•i«all  have  accrued  on  the  day  of  subscribing  the  same. 

*Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  this 
I'^'Ction  by  adding  thereto  a  proviso,  in  the  follow- 
ii^jf  words: 

i "  Provided,  That  no  interest  shall  accrue  on  the 
T*ublic  Stock  or  Treasury  notes  paid  by  the  subscri- 
bf>r8  as  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  during  the 
Ct)ntinuanre  of  the  charter." 

The  reason  assigned  by  Mr.  Hall  was,  that 
ttie  bank  would  draw  a  double  interest  on  the 
sjock  part  ot"  the  capital,  viz:  six  per  cent,  on  the 
stock,  and  a  per  centage  from  the  operations  of 
the  bank  upon  that  stuck. 

Mr.  Fii<K  opposed  this  motion,  and  expressed 
ipucti  surprise  at  it.  He  thought  the  moral  sense 
cif  the  Government  must  revolt  at  its  injustice : 
besides,  that  it  would  destroy  all  possibility  ol 
organizing  a  bank  od  the  principles  proposed  by 
the  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hall  was  negatived,  very 
ftjw  voices  only  appearing  in  favor  of  it. 
:  Mr.  Oaklev,  t;f  New  York,  moved  so  to  amend 
the  bill  as  to  make  it  optional  to  subscribers  to 
pay  in  the  iwhole  of  their  shares  (except  the  spe- 
cie part)  in  six  per  cent,  stock,  instead  of  com- 
f  elling  them  to  pay  in  a  pari  of  the  subscription 
in  Treasury  notes. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New 

York,  and  negatived,  yeas  only  43. 

.;  Mr.  Braobuhv,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  mo- 

'  lion,  the  object   of  which   was.  in   the  provision 

I  respecting  the  subscription  of  a  certain  propor- 

Ilion  of  tli€  capital  in  stock  of  the  loans  created 
fcince  the  war,  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof  the 
Mock  "in  loans  liereat'ter  to  bf-  contracted  by  au- 


could  see  no  advantage  the  Government  could 
derive  from  borrowing  thirty  millions  of  paper 
money.  If,  however,  this  bank  should  be  ad- 
vantageous or  profitable  to  stockholders,  he  could 
see  no  reason  why  those  who  had  lent  the  Gov- 
ernment money  since  the  declaration  of  war 
should  have  any  advantage  over  any  present  or 
future  stockholders.  They  had  obtained,  he  con- 
ceived, sufficient  discount  beyond  the  six  per  cent, 
interest  for  the  loans  they  had  made — and  yet,  it 
appeared  to  him.  from  an  examination  of  this 
bill,  that  Its  whole  object  was  to  benefit  this  de- 
scription of  persons.  If  this  bank  should  go  into 
operation,  which  he  doubted — even  should  the 
bill  pass,  what,  he  asked,  would  be  the  conse- 
quence? Ignorant  and  unwary  men  would  pur- 
chase the  public  stock,  at  par,  from  those  who 
contracted  for  it  and  now  hold  it,  and  presently 
the  bubble  would  burst,  and  these  purchasers  he- 
come  the  losers  by  the  scheme.  If  the  individu- 
als who  took  the  last  loans  had  been  permitted  to 
devise  a  bill  for  their  particular  advantage,  they 
could  not  have  drawn  one  to  suit  them  better. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  submit, 
in  lieu  of  Mr.  Bradbury's  motion,  an  amendment 
which  he  had  prepared.  If  the  House  meant  to 
do  perfect  justice  to  themselves,  to  their  country, 
and  to  the  United  States,  he  said  they  would  t>e 
indisposed  to  put  the  public  stock,  redeemable  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Government,  on  the 
same  footing  as  specie ;  and,  if  that  stock  were 
permitted  to  be  subscribed,  at  the  contract  price, 
It  would  be  a  sufficient  bonus  to  the  stockholders 
ihal  their  stock  was  converted  into  bank  capital, 
which  would  immediately  rise  to  50  or  60  per 
cent,  above  par.  In  such  a  provision  as  he  pro- 
posed, there  would  be  nothing  coercive  ;  the  stock- 
holder might  or  might  not  subscribe  his  stock  ;  if 
he  did,  he  would  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  rest  of  the  community.  Mr.  W.  wished, 
therefore,  to  admit  any  stock  to  be  subscribed  of 
the  past  or  future  loans  at  the  contract  price. 

Mr.  Bradbury  declined  assenting  to  ihis  sub- 
stitute to  his  motion,  which,  however,  he  modified 
by  adding  to  the  end  of  it  the  words,  "at  its  par 
value,"  thus  proposing  to  allow  subscriptions  to 
the  bank  in  the  stuck  of  any  future  loan,  at  its 
par  value. 

Mr.  Fisk  opposed  Mr.  BRADBrRv'a  motion  with 
considerable  warmth.  If  they  could  not  aid  the 
public  credit,  be  said,  he  hoped  Congress  would 
refrain  from  doing  anything  which  should  injure 


ihoriiy  of"  ^ny  act  of  Congress,  passed  or  to  be  [  it.     The  public  creditor  had  ger.erally  gone  to  the 
p,issed  during  the  present  session."  |  extent  of  his  means  in  purchasing  the  public  stock 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  would 
afford  no  real  advantage  to  the  Government  un- 
less It  wert:  in  the  privilege  of  borrowing  thirty 
millions  ofdollars  from  the  bank.     The  intention 


t  of  the  charier  proposed  to  be  granted  by  the  bill. 

*  was.  to  au{horize  the  individuals  associating  to 
\  iasue  paper  money — noies  which  would  promise 
I  to  pay  noihing  but  paper — for,  he  contended. 
J  \*heiher  th,e  provision  authorizing  the  President, 

*  Oil  certain  occasions,  to  suspend  payment  of  spe- 
\  c;e,  were  adopted  or  not,  the  insiituiion  would 
»  be  nothing  but  a  bank  of  paper  money;  and  he 

I 


now  lyingon  his  hands.  But  it  never  could  have 
entered  into  hiscalci>lation  that  the  Government 
would  adopt  any  measure  calculated  directly  to 
bear  on  him,  as  the  creation  of  a  new  stock  on 
diflerent  fooling  certainly  would,  by  giving  it  the 
advantage  in  the  market  over  him.  Such  a  coun>e 
pursued  by  a  Government,  of  exercising  its  power 
to  serve  its  own  purposes,  instead  of  pursuing  a 
course  of  magnanimous  policy,  must.  Mr.  F.  said, 
be  repugnant  to  every  sentiment  of  morality  as 
well  as  justice,  which  ought  to  be  observed  by 
nations.     It  would  b^  an  loiquitous  delusion  prac- 
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tised  on  the  community,  inasmuch  as  the  depre- 
ciation of  public  stock  does  not  now  arise  so  much 
from  distrust  of  the  Government  as  from  inability 
of  the  people  to  lend,  which  ability  could  not  be 
increased  by  giving  this  sort  of  privilege  to  the 
stock  in  any  subsequent  loans,  dice.  Such  a  dis- 
crimination as  is  proposed  would  so  weaken  the 
confidence  in  the  public  faith,  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve, after  adopting  it,  the  Government  would  be 
able  to  obtain  further  loans  on  any  terms. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  in  a  very  decided 
manner,  reprobated  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment. It  was  pretty  well  understood,  he  said, 
thai  the  Government  had  exhausted  almost  to  the 
last  cent  the  ability  of  the  nation  to  obtain  loans 
under  the  existing  state  of  things.  It  was  true, 
that  while  this  House  was  recently  debating  on 
the  three  million  loan  bill,  he  had  suggested, 
and  it  was  the  fact,  that  the  Executive  was  ne- 
gotiating a  part  of  the  six  million  loan.  They 
had  hopes,  also,  to  obtain,  under  the  bill  last  pro- 
posed, a  loan  to  enable  them  to  redeem  the  Trea- 
sury notey  becoming  due  in  this  quarter.  But, 
how  could  this  body  expect  this  Government 
should,  in  the  hour  of  most  need  and  difficulty, 
obtain  those  resources  which  are  indispensable  to 
the  fulfilment  of  the  public  engagements,  if  gen- 
tlemen, first  on  one  day  and  then  on  another, 
should  persist  in  introducing  motions  and  speeches 
in  respect  to  the  present  creditors  which  must  have 
an  injurious  effect  on  future  loans?  No  doubt. 
the  gentleman  in  this  motion,  thought  he  was  ad- 
vocating the  interests  of  his  country  ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, by  one  and  another  proceeding,  public 
credit  was  injured  and  the  operations  of  Govern- 
ment retarded.  Remarks  had  been  made  on  this 
floor,  and  he  alluded  emphatically  to  those  unfor- 
tunately made  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (.Mr. 
Jackson.)  who  be  regretted  was  not  now  in  his 
seat,  which  had  a  more  deleterious  effect  on  pub- 
lic credit  than  that  gentleman  could  possibly  have 
expected  or  wished.  They  were  certainly  not 
authorized  by  sound  policy,  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  so  far  as  they  respected  the  public 
credit,  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  and  pay- 
ment of  past  and  future  loans,  were  not  sanctioned 
by  the  Administration  or  any  member  of  it.  He 
would  not  support  any  men  or  Administration 
that  supported  such  a  doctrine ;  and,  so  far  as  the 
doctrine  had  been  advocated  by  one  of  his  politi- 
cal friends,  he  declared  the  opinions  expressed 
were  not  his;  that  they  were  unworthy  of  any 
party,  ofany  Government,  of  any  Administration, 
or  any  member  of  it.  As  to  this  bill,  he  enter- 
tained Constitutional  objections  to  the  establish- 
ment of  any  bank;  if  they  could  be  removed,  he 
might  vote  for  this  bill.  He  did  not  rise  to  speak 
of  its  merits,  but  to  protest  against  propositions 
calculated  to  weaken  if  not  destroy  all  confidence 
in  the  public  faith.  It  had  been  assigned  as  a  rea- 
son for  such  a  motion,  that  speculators  had  preyed 
on  the  public  credit.  This  he  denied.  The  Gov- 
ernment had  goneon,  relying  on  the  public  credit 
alone  to  support  its  loans,  until  the  terms  on  which 
they  could  be  obtained  had  fallen  from  par  to  88, 
from  88  to  80,  &c.     The  Grovernment  had  been 


compelled  to  hare  money,  and  had  bought  it  as  low 
as  they  could.  As  to  the  terms  of  the  ten  millioa 
loan,  on  which  so  much  had  been  said,  Mr.  H. 
said  it  was  only  an  adaptation  to  that  loan  by  Mr! 
Campbell  of  the  terms  on  which  Mr.  Ga'llaiia 
had,  without  censure,  obtained  the  sixteen  mil- 
lion loan,  and  in  consequence  of  which  last  en- 
gagement the  terms  of  the  loan  had  been  more 
than  once  varied.  4,c.  Nay  more,  he  said  the 
terms  allowed  by  Mr.  Campbell  were  less  advan- 
tageous to  the  contractors  than  those  allowed  by- 
Mr.  Gallatin;  so  that  the  blame  thrown  on  him 
was  imputable  not  to  the  terms  of  the  late  loan 
but  to  the  inability  of  the  Government  to  borrow 
&c.  Mr.  H.  protested  against  the  principle  of  this 
amendment.  If  the  House  resorted  to  invidious 
discriminations  between  the  public  creditors,  he 
admonished  them  that  they  would  paralyze  their 
own  arm,  and  arrest  the  future  operations  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Gholson  said  he  sincerely  regretted  that 
the  animadversions  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hawkins)  on  the  spee-h  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Jackson.)  on  the  loan  bill,  had  not  been  made 
while  that  gentleman  was  present,  so  that  he 
might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  vindicating 
himself  before  the  Committee  and  the  nation. 
•Mr.  G.  observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  the  re- 
marks of  his  friend  (Mr.  Jackson)  with  suf- 
ficient distinctness  to  attempt  to  state  the  sub- 
stance of  them  to  the  Committee.  He,  however, 
did  not  understand  them  to  be  such  as  could  be 
construed  into  an  indisposition  to  pay  the  public 
debt.  Mr.  G.  said  he  applauded  the  zeal  which 
had  been  manifested  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  in  favor  of  the  public  credit.  With 
that  gentleman,  he  ardently  hoped  that  ample  pro- 
vision would  he  made  at  the  present  session  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the 
redemption  within  a  reasonable  time  of  the  last 
cent  of  the  principal  of  every  description  of  the 
public  debt. 

Mr.  Calhodn,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  ihey 
had  arrived  at  that  part  of  the  bill,  on  which  be 
presumed  there  would  be  the  greatest  diversity 
of  opinion.  The  subject  was  highly  important, 
and  worthy  of  mature  consideration.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise,  toallow 
time  for  further  reflection  on  if. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  November  16. 

Ri;fu3  Easton,  returned  to  serve  as  the  Dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  were  discharged  from  the  several  petitions 
referred  to  them,  complaining  of  the  conveyance 
of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  Trodp.  of  Georgia,  from  the  Coramittee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  pro- 
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ji|i(vn  for  ihe  widow*;  and  orphans  of  soldiers  who 
qii,  or  are  killed  io  the  service  of  ihe  United 
>^  tilt's. 

j  w.  Trodp.  o(  Georgia,  from  the  Conomitiee 
(fa;  Ijlilitary  A^'airs.  reported  that  there  was  no 
(Jcfifrion  for  any  provision   in   respect    lo  the  fur- 

Sitbjng  of  militia  with  clothing,  as  contemplated 
y:  tpe  resolve  •dopted  yesterday— such  a  provis- 
ii)t  jieing  alre^/Jy  in  existence. 
I  T>)e  engros3t,d  resolution  for  presenting  a  copy 
(if  ti,e  Public  t»ocuments  to  the  Antiquarian  So- 
ciijtjr  of  Massachusetts,  was  read  a  third  time  and 

!  tr'ie  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
IflJEji's  motior;,  requiring  that  every  bill  under 
dj%:ifssion  shall  be  gone  through,  before  the  ad 
jinrument,  on  ihe  day  it  is  taken  up.  This  mo- 
t^o)i,on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bradley  and  Mr.  Oak 
1^ if, jwas  so  modified  as  to  require  the  question 
U4iatir  discl^^an  to  be  decided  on  the  day  on 
Vfl^icJi  a  is  made.  Thus  amended,  the  motion 
•vfas  bpposed  wjth  wit  and  argument   by  Messrs. 

W,<1GHT.    PlTKJlN,     DCVALL.    GhOLSON,     MacON. 

KtiflisYTH,  and' Alexander,  and  supported  by 
M'isKrs.  Rhea^  jof  Tennessee,  and  Fisk,  of  New 
y^irk.  Mr.  Condict  moved  to  postpone  it  indff- 
i*itejy.  At  length,  lo  put  an  end  to  an  unprofii- 
a|)^u-;discussioo.  the  Hou>e,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
I|yw^DE8,  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

rt  [B.ANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
I'l't'e    Housi-    resumed,    in    Commillee   of  the 


,  .  ,    in    _.    .„^ 

W  -cile,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  iocorpor- 

ajC'tJie  subscribers  to  the   Bank  of  the  United 

9u|tijs  of  America. 

!  >M^  the    request    of  Mr.   Calhoun,   of  South 

Qai:c4ina,  who  desired  to  propose  another  arnend- 

nitjii   Mr.  Bradbury,   of  Massachusetts,    wiih- 

df^^  the  amendment    he   offered  yesterday.     A 

gj-8j'part  of  his  object,  he  said,  had  be  n  ati'swer- 

€jl|b^' arresting  the  auenlion  of  the  Committee  on 
t|3  ^object. 

HfU-  Calhoun  then,  io  a  very  ingenious  and 
eja^xifrate  speech,  laid  before  the  House  his  views 
o|i:.J|is  subject,  and  the  reasons  why  he  should 
pr(|p«se  a  total  change  in  the  features  of  the  bill. 
Xlje;^moiion  he  now  m.ide  was  one  ol  liiriiled 
cli4r4Cter,  but  -uch  a  one  as  he  proposed  lo  foll.iw 
ujpjbi'  other  amendments,  or  by  distinct  Legisla- 

*        »—".--- Ji  -^  should  together  embrace  a 

)wing  i^  a  brief  ouilint- : 

)-  .y  .^apital  ot   the  bank  remaining  unchanged, 
?!t'|y  millions;  the  payments  of  subscription'  to 
tl;ilf  capital  sti^ck  to  be  made  in  the  pri;portion  ol 
oi*  itnth  in  sptjcie  (which  he  afterwards  varied 
t(|  »ijf-filtieths)  and  the  remainder  in  s|)ecie,  or  in 
Tjrjafury  notes  to  be  hereafter  issued;  suhscrip- 
II  >4s-to  be  opened  monthly  in  the  three  last  days 
ol^a^h  raont!.,  beginning  with  January  next,  fur 
carfi-o  proporuoDs  of  the  stock,  until  the  whole 
Jsjsrtitecribed— payment  to  be  made  at  the  time  ol 
si^b^cf'bing;  tlie  shares  to  consist  of  one  hundred 
in^^ntd  of  five  hundred  dollars  each;  the  United 
Si,itfeij  to  hold  rvo  stock  in  bank,  nor  any  agency 
in;|s  disposal,  nor  control  over  its  operations,  nor 
suspend  specie  payments.     The  amount 


ujpjbi'  other  arnendmenii 
tiwi  iirovisions,  w-Rich  sh 
Pjui'of  which  the  follow 
Ijlricapital  of  the  baoli 


of  Treasury  notes  to  be  subscribed,  riz.  forty-five 
millions,  to  be  provided  for  by  future  acts  of  Con- 
gress, and  to  be  disposed  of  in  something  like  the 
following  way,  viz:  fifteen  millions  of  the  amount 
to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  agents,  appointed 
fur  the  purpo.se,  or  in  ihe   hands  of  the  prej^ent 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  go  into 
the  stock   market,  to  convert  the  Treasury  notes 
into  slock  ;  another  sum,  say  five  millions,  to  be 
applied  to  the   redemption  of  the  Treasury  notes 
becoming  due  at  the  commencement  of  the  ensu- 
ing year;  ihe  remaining  twenty  millions  he  pro- 
posed to  throw  into  circulation  as  widely  as  possi- 
ble.    They  might  be  issued  in  such  proportions 
monthly  as  to  be  absorbed  in  the  subscriptions  to 
the  bank  at  the  end  of  each  month,  ice.     This 
op«-raiion.  he  presumed,  would  raise  the  value  of 
Treasury  notes  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent, 
above   par.    being  the  value   of  the   privilege  of 
taking  the  bank  stock,  and  thus  afford  at  the  same 
time  a  bonus  and  an  indirect  loan  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  making  unnecessary  any  loan  by  the  bank 
until  Its  extended  circulation  of  paper  shall  ena- 
ble it  to  make  a  loan  which  shall  be  advantageous 
to  the  United  Slates      The  Treasury  notes'so  to 
be  issued  lo  be   redeemable  in  stock  at  six  per 
cent.,  disposable  by  the   bank  at  its  pleasure,  and 
without  the  sanction   of  Government;  to  whom 
neither  is  the  bank  to  be  compelled  to  loan  any 
money.     This,  it  is  believed,  is,  in  a  few  words, 
a  fair  Maiement  of  the  project  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
which  he  supported   by  a  variety  of  explanations 
of  Its  o|)eralions,  <tc. ;  the  notes  of  the  bank,  when 
in  operation,  to   be  received   exclusively  in   the 
payment   of  all   taxes,  duties,  and    debts   to  the 
United  Stales.     The  operation  of  this  combined 
plan,   Mr.   C.   conceived,  would    be  to   afford,   1. 
Relief  from  the  immediate  pressure  on  the  Treas- 
ury ;    2.    A    permanent    elevation   of  the  public 
credit ;  and,  3.  A  permanent  and  safe  circulating 
medium  of  general  credit.     The  bank  should  go 
into  operation,  he  proposed,  in  April  next.     He 
concluded   his  exposition  by  a  motion,  the  effect 
of  which  is  to  deprive  the  United  States  of  any 
share  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  and  to  change  the 
proportions  of  specie  and  paper  in  which  irshall 
be  payable  to  one-tenth  in  specie,  and  nine-tenths 
in   Treasury  notes. 

Tins  muiion   opened   a   wide  and  interesting 
scene  of  debate. 

Mr.  Fi8K  attacked  Mr.  Calhoun's  proposition 
with  considerable  zeal,  principally  on  two  pointi  : 
IIS  failure  to  provide  for  the  present  absorption  of 
United  States  stock,  and  the  difliculty  which 
would  occur  in  the  circulation  and  disposal  of  so 
immense  a  mass  of  Treasury  notes.  He  drew  a 
comparison  between  Mr.  Calhoun's  projet  and 
that  ol  iheCommiiteeof  Ways  and  Means',  highly 
(.ivorable  lo  the  latter. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  adoption 
of  this  proposition,  and  examined  the  features  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and 
the  arguments  advanced  in  favor  of  ii.  He  was 
opposed  to  It  in  nearly  all  its  features,  and  greatly 
preferred  the  plan  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.     His  arguments  were    princi- 
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pally  in  reply  to  those  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  which 
he  generally  pronounced  to  be  erroneous  and  de- 
lusive. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  at 
considerable  length  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  vindi- 
cated the  proposition  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  an  able 
argument  on  the  principal  points  of  objection 
urged  by  Mr.  Forpyth,  and  in  illustration  of  the 
principles  of  the  bill.  He  showed  what  he  be- 
lieved a  decided  superiority  of  the  amendment 
over  the  original  project  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

When  Mr.  Lownde.s  ended  his  speech,  the  de- 
bate on  the  main  question  terminated,  and  this 
day's  sitlins:  ended  with  the  following  skirmishing 
debate,  during  the  whole  of  which  the  Chairman 
and  the  members  of  the  House  were  endeavoring 
to  limit  the  debate  to  the  question  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  after  remarking  on 
the  very  high  importance  of  this  subject,  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  change  which  this  amendment 
proposed  to  introduce  into  the  principles  of  the 
bill,  and  the  obvious  necessity  of  further  time  for 
consideration  of  so  important  an  amendment, 
moved  that  the  Committee  rise,  report  progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  agtiin. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  with  much 
warmth,  opposed  this  motion.  He  feared,  if  the 
House  were  to  adjourn  without  deciding  on  this 
motion,  coming  from  the  imposing  quarter  whence 
it  did,  and  supported  with  so  much  ability  from 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  it  would  ar 
rest  the  loan  of  three  millions,  and  even  the  nine 
million  loan,  which  were  absolutely  indispensable 
to  su[»port  the  Military  Establishment  and  other 
departments  of  the  Government.  What,  then,  he 
asked,  would  become  of  the  soldier  who  is  now  in 
a  Northern  climate,  depending  on  the  fate  of  these 
loans  for  his  pay,  clothing,  and  sustenance  ?  Who- 
ever, in  the  face  of  such  considerations,  should 
vote  to  rise  without  deciding  on  this  proposition, 
possessed,  he  said,  more  courage  and  philosophy 
of  temper  than  he  would  boast.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  rise  without  deciding  on 
lhi>  motion. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  said  he  hoped 
the  Committee  would  rise.  This  was  the  very 
question,  how  money  should  be  raised,  whether 
by  Treasury  bills  or  by  any  other  mode,  which 
more  than  any  other  required  the  deliberate  de- 
cision of  Congress,  it  was  not  a  question  simply 
of  paying  the  militia  of  the  army  now  uui,  but  of 
establishing  a  system  which  should  enable  the 
Govtrrnment  to  discharge  all  the  demands  against 
it.  It  was  all-important,  on  such  a  subject  as  this 
more  than  on  any  other,  to  vote  considerately  and 
after  deliberation.  The  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  he  considered  to  be 
generdlly  advantageous;  but  he  had  some  objec- 
tions to  It,  which  he  wished  an  opportunity  to 
submit.  He  hoped,  before  deciding  on  a  subject 
like  this,  the  House  would  take  due  time  to  de- 
liberate on  a  proposition  to  throw  into  circulation 
fifty  millions  of  Treasury  note.-;,  trusting  to  the 
bank  for  their  absorption. 


Mr.  Shabp,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  rise.  He  wished,  before 
risin?.  that  they  would  decide  upon  the  proposi- 
tion before  them;  not.  however,  for  the  reasons 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
He  did  not,  like  that  gentleman,  conceive  that 
the  decision  on  this  amendment  could  affect  the 
loans ;  for  one,  he  said,  he  protested  against  loans 
made,  or  to  be  made,  on  the  expectation  of  the 
creation  of  a  bank  to  give  a  bonus  to  the  holders 
of  the  public  stock,  in  addition  to  that  which  they 
have  already  contracted  to  receive  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  important  that  some  decision 
on  this  subject  should  immediately  take  place 
which  had  been  already  three  days  debated;  and 
he  knew  of  no  plan  which  would  be  so  operative 
as  that  now  proposed  by  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  whose  arguments,  he  said,  together  with 
thoseof  his  colleague,  (.Mr.  Lowndes.)  were  some- 
thing like  mathematical  demonstration. 

.Mr.  Oakley  denied  any  weight  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, and  allowed 
almost  as  little  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Sharp 
that  three  days  had  been  consumed  in  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject.  He  should,  for  his  part,  say 
that  three  weeks  might  be  well  employed  in  the 
discussion  of  a  project  for  establishing  a  bank 
with  a  capital  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars — a  capi- 
tal sufficiently  large  to  influence  the  destinies  of 
ihis  nation  to  future  ages.  He  was  friendly  to 
the  main  principles  of  Mr.  Calhou.n's  proposi- 
tion ;  but  he  was  not  certain  but  there  micht  be 
radical  objections  lo  some  of  them.  He  hoped 
some  indulgence  would  be  afforded  to  those  who, 
like  him,  wished  to  deliver  their  opinion  on  this 
sui  ject. 

Mr.  Ingham  remarked,  that  the  House  had  been 
sitting  here  nine  weeks,  and  not  a  single  measure 
had  been  definitively  adopted  for  the  support  of 
the  public  credit.  Delay  and  procrastination  had 
taken  place  day  afier  day  ;  and,  it  the  House  were 
to  wait  until  every  gentleman  was  satisfied  as  to 
every  word  and  letter  in  a  bill,  it  would  never 
gel  through  one.  The  very  suggestion  of  such 
an  amendment  as  that  now  under  consideration 
would,  he  said,  produce  ill  consequences.  It  ought 
to  be  determined,  therefore,  as  early  as  possible. 
He  did  know,  that  a  speech  (Mr.  Jackson's)  de- 
livered in  this  House  had  depressed  the  price  of 
slocks  in  Philadelphia  full  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.  The  proposition  now  before  the  Hguse,  he 
feared,  would  depress  them  still  further;  and, 
when  the  public  stock  was  in  a  stale  of  depression, 
going  down,  down,  down,  he  was  unwilling  the 
House  should  take  any  course  which  should  still 
further  prostrate  il. 

Mr.  FisK  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be 
induced  to  rise,  at  the  early  hour  of  three  o'clock, 
by  the  old  plea  of  want  of  time  for  consideration. 
It  was  important  now  to  act,  and  that  the  whole 
course  of  proceedings  of  ttie  House  should  be  re- 
formed, and  one  of  greater  energy  and  prompti- 
tude substituted. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said  this  was  no  ordinary  sub- 
ject, on  which  men  could  make  up  their  minds  in 
a  moment;  and,  although  some  gentlemen  might 


I 


ii 


i 


1 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


592 


\or  R. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 


NOVBMUR,  1814. 


hrepared  to  rote  on   it,  he   hoped    they  would 
iw  some  lime  to  those  who  desired   to  reflect 


;>r<*  they  voted  on  a  question  of  so  jjreal  mo- 


at. 


Jhe  Comraiitee  then   rose,  reported   progress, 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


to 


mu 


sto 


Thur-sday.  November  17. 

ir.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Coramit- 

)n  Naval  Affairs,  made  a  report  unfavorable 

le  allowance  of  a  bounty  for  the  destruction 

^.^els  of  the  enemy  at  sea.     Ordered  to  lie  on 

taiiile.  I 

|fi  motion  of  Mr.  McKim.  of  Maryland, 
svlvtd,  Tha»  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  directed 
quire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  provid- 
ing^^by  law  for  the  punishment  of  persons  voluntarily 
holing  intercourse  with  the  enemy  without  the  per- 
on  of  the  (Jovernment. 

letter  was  received  from  the  Acting  Secre- 
of  State,  ^,e(llng  forth  that  all  the  material 
rs  in  that  iffice  were  saved  on  the  late  incur- 
of  the  enemy  int.)  this  District, 
r.  Wright  moved  that  this  report,  together 

all  the  other  letters  received  from  other  De- 
nents  on  tbe  same  suhject,  be  entered  on  the 
nal  of  the  House.     The  motion  was  nega- 

BAIVK  OX  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

iie  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
|le,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
Je  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
lie  araendtoent  yt'sterday  proposed  by  Mr. 
iiouN  to  thn  bill  being  still  under  considera- 
[an  amendment  was  moved  thereto  by  Mr. 
of  New  Tork,  and  accepted  by  the  House, 
auilonzing  the  receipt  of  foreign  gold  and  silver 
co(if(as  well  avgold  and  silver  coin  of  the  Uni- 
te<J  Vacates)  in  payment  for  the  subscriptions  to 
th».  itock  of  the  Bank  at  certain  rates  expressed 
in  i|e  amendm'int.  ' 

fjr.  VVright,  of  Maryland,  in  the  course  of  a  ' 
fey  remarks  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoc.n,  ei- 
pr^sfed    his   ap^)tobation    of   the    principle,  and  ' 
avf)|red  a  decided   preference  to  the  plan   it  em-  ! 
brjir^  over  that  contained  in  the  original  bill.       , 
Kv.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the  j 
bilj  a)  as  to  preclude  anything  but  Treasury  notes  ! 
frotiTb^ng  received  in  payment  of  the  forty-four 
mi|i|una.  which  are  now  proposed  to  be  payable  ! 
in  '^Tecie  or  in  Treasury  notes.     His  object  was 
j^Jcvent  the  latter  payments  into  the  bank  from 
f-r.  made  by  the  aid  of  accommodation  from 

'  Jdil'"   ~  '"■ 

\ier 


hi5 
in  some 


to 

beip 

thti  Jdiik  after  it  {joes  i^nto  operation 

A*;er  some  conversation,  Mr.  S.  withdrew 
amt-Adment  with  a  view  of  offering  it 
futtit?  stage  of  (he  discussion. 

i\M.  Ingham.— Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  question 
on  ,i|e:  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
frofimfe-outh  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhocn)  now  recurs. 
I  bi*^  1^'ave  to  submit  a  few  observations  before  it 
is  dr>^i(jed.  No  membt-'r  of  this  Committee  can 
be  j^ipj  sensible  than  I  am  of  the  disadvantages 
1  sliWl  have  to  contend  with  in  entering  the  lists 

1^ 

I 


against  either  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  who  have  supported  the  amend- 
ment; and  I  am  now  fully  conscious  that  I  shall 
fail  to  communicate  ray  ideas  with  that   perspi- 
cuity which  alone  can   give  them  their   proper 
force  and  effect;  yet   I  am  emboldened    by  the 
importance  of  the  occasion,  and  shall  rely  upon 
the  intelligence  of  the  Committee  and  the  subject 
itself  to  supply  all  other  deficiencies.    The  amend- 
ment  under   consideration,  taken   in   connexion 
with  the  suggestions  of  the  honorable  mover,  con- 
templates a  radical  change  of  all    the   principal 
^atures  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  a  will,  therefore,  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  contrast  the  two  plans,  to  notice  that 
which  has  been  proposed  by  the  committee  some- 
what at  large,  though  I  shall  endeavor   to  be  as 
brief  as  the  subject  will  possibly  admit.     It  will 
be  seen   that   the  only  important  features  of  the 
bill  are:  First,  the  amount  of  the  capital  slock. 
Second,  the  character  of  it.    Third,  the  loan  to 
the  Government  oi  $30,000,000;  and  Fourth,  a 
qualified  power  to  suspend  specie  payments.    To 
all  these  points  objections  have  been  urged,  either 
by  the  gentleman  from   South  Carolina  or  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gaston.) 
I  and  a  particular  examination  of  them   becomes 
j  necessary  as  a  preliminary  to  the  examination  of 
I  the  amendment.  First,  with  respect  to  the  amount 
of  capital.     The  bill  proposes  a  capital  of  S50,- 
000,000;  it  is  sufficiently  apparent  that  the  es- 
!  tablishment  of  the  proposed  bank  is  designed  as 
an  instrument  in  aid  of  other   measures,  to  re- 
I  Vive   the  public   credit,  and   thereby  enable  the 
Government  to  procure  the  necessary  resources 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  such  effect  as  to  bring 
I  a  speedy  and  honorable  peace.     But  we  find  that, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  public 
;  stocks   have  suffered  a  gradual  depression  up  to 
the  present  year,  when  it  seems  that  loans  on  any 
terms  are  totally  at  an  end.     The  reason  of  this 
^  is  obvious;  we  have  borrowed  and  attempted  to 
;  borrow  too  much,  and   have  not   resorted,  as  we 
ought  to  have  dune,  to  a  more  enlarged  system 
I  of  internal  revenue.     It  is  unnecessary  to  go  back 
j  farther.     What  is   the   present  state  of   things? 
I  We  find  the  market  exhausted  of  the  money  and 
;  overloaded  with  the  public  debt.     In  addition  to 
j  this  misfortune,   we  find,   literally,  no  circulat- 
I  ing  medium  in  the  nation.     What  then  is  to  be 
I  done?     You  cannot  borrow;  you  cannot  impose 
;  taxes  to  the  extent  of  your  demands,  and  even 
those  which  are  laid,  cannot  be  paid   in  money 
.  that  will  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Government. 
j  The  answer  is  plain.    By  withdrawing  a  portion 
of  the  encumbering  massof  stock  from  the  market, 
vou  relieve  it  from  its  pressure— a  pressure  which 
bids  defiance  to  your  efforts  to  penetrate  it.     But  if 
by  this  process  you  can  convert  this  weight  of  debt 
into  an  instrument  oi  credit,  not  only  for  those 
interested  in  it,  but  for  a  great  portion  of  the  com- 
mijnity,  and  also  for  the  Government  to  an  almost 
unlimited  extent;  and  at  the  same   time   restore 
the  circulation  of  the  money  medium  to  its  ac- 
customed action,  you  have  accomplished  great 
and  essential  purposes.     It  is  for  these  purposes 
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that  this  bill  was  reported,  and  the  amount  named 
in  it  fixed  upon  for  the  capital  of  a  National  Bank, 
that  it  might  absorb  such  a  mass  of  the    encum- 
bering Slock  as  would  relieve   the   market ;  raise 
the  price  of  debt  not  taken   up;    give  facilities  to 
the  obtaining  of  loans  for  the    present    year,  and 
for  each  succeeding  year.     And  here  I  would  be* 
leave  to  remark,  that  an  evident  repugnance  has 
been  manifested  by  some  gentlemen  (which  I  will 
not,  however,  impute  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina)  to  doing  anything  to  raise 
the  price  of  public  stock,  lest    those  who  have 
purchased  at  a  low  rate  should  be  benefitted.    Per- 
mit me  to  inquire  of  those  who  have  no  gratitude 
nor  feeling  for  public  creditors,  who  have  loaned 
you  their  money  in  the  time  of  your  necessity  ; 
will  you  refrain  from  doing  an  act  indispensably 
necessary  for  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and 
to  enable  it  to  borrow  more  money,  for  fear  you 
do  a  benefit,  not  to  call  it  an  act  of  justice,  to  your 
creditors?    I  would  ask  such  gentlemen  how  they 
expect  to  go  into  the   market   and  sell   stock  for 
eighty-eight,  when  that  already  sold  is  every  day 
to   be   bought  for  eighty?     It   is  humiliating  to 
dwell   upon  a  subject   so  plain  and   simple,  and 
but  for   the  strange  declarations   which   I   have 
heard,  it  would  not  have  been  noticed.    Mr. Chair- 
man, there  is  no  consideration  which  every  finan- 
cier who  is  obliged  to  anticipate  his  resources  by 
loans  is  more  attentive  to  than  that  of  supparting 
public  credit;  or,  in  other  words,  keeping  up  the 
price  of  stocks.     The  faithful  payment  of  interest, 
though   indispensable,   is    not   always    sufficient.  | 
Sinking  funds  have  therefore  been  resorted  to,  but 
as  your  power  of  establishing  sinking  funds  is 
limited,  when  we  find  by  a  repetition  of  loans  we 
have  overloaded  the  market,  you  must  if  possible 
withdraw  that  surplusage  before  you  cao  recom- 
mence your  loaning  operations,  and  even  then  ycm 
must  return  to  ttie  market  with  that  caution  which 
experience   has   indicated,  as    necessary  to  your 
success.    It  is  therefore,  that  we  propose  to  take 
out  of  the  market  the  eighteen  millions  of  stock, 
and  the  six  millions  of  Treasury  notes  ;  and,  as  the 
stocks  are  now  selling  at  eighty,  it  was  calculated 
that  an  advance  of  twenty-five   per  cent,   upon 
$24,000,000,  equalized  as  it  would  be  upon  the 
whole  amount  of  the  debt  in  which  subscriptions 
to  the  bank  could  be  made,  (about  eighty  millions,) 
might  be  computed  to  advance  the  whole  of  these 
depressed  stocks  to  about  eighty-eight ;  the  sum 
proposed  to  be  absorbed,  therefore,  was  the  least 
amount   that   could,  consistent    with    the    plan, 
have   been  taken.     But   there  is  another  reason 
why  a  large   capital  was  determined    upon;  we 
prepare,  for   the  sake  of  mutual    benefits  to  the 
bank  and  the  Government,  to  give  it  great  facil- 
ities in  the  circulation  of  its  notes.     In  fact,  this 
will  be  almost  the  only  medium  which  can  be 
employed  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  or   to  carry 
on  the  ordinary  commercial  intercourse  between 
people  of  different   States,  those  of  most  of  the 
State  banks  being  now  exclusively  confined  to  a 
circumscribed  atmosphere  around  the  bank  from 
which   they  issued.     With  these  facilities,   it   is 
apparent   that   the  bank  may  issue  considerable 


quantities  of  paper,  and  it  was  much  safer  to  make 
the  capital  of  the  bank  exceed  the  amount  of  notes 
which  the  demand  for  circulating  medium  would 
enable  it  to  issue,  than  that  it  should  have  power 
to  contract  debts  equal  to  its  capital.     And  here 
It  should   be  observed,  that  a  bank  with  a  small 
capital,  possessing  in  all  other  respects  the  same 
facilities  with  a  bank  with  a  large  capital— specie 
payments  being  suspended— will  be  able  to  issue 
nearly,  if  not  exactly,  the  same  quantity  of  paper. 
It  therefore  becomes  necessary  for  the  security  of 
the  creditors  of  such  a  bank  that  it  should  have  a 
large  capital.     I  heard   the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  with  some 
degree  of    astonishment,  yesterday  state,  that  a 
bank  of  one  million  of  dollars  could  with  safety 
issue  paper  to  the  amountof  two  or  tnree  millions. 
I  would  ask  him  what  would  be  the  situation  of 
an  individual  whose  debts  three  times  exceed  his 
whole  real  and   personal   estate?     He  would  be 
insolvent,  and  so  would  the  bank.     No  bank  con- 
ducted with  integrity  ever  did  issue  notes  to  the 
amount  of  its  capital;  and  no  bank  that  has  any 
regard  to  its  reputation  will  ever  dare   to  do  iu 
Thegenlleman  has  probably  confounded  discounts 
and  emission  together ;  an  error  into  which  many 
others  have  been  led  before  him.    Although  these 
operations  are  intimately  connected,  yet  they  are 
extremely  different  in  their  nature;  the  one  con- 
stitutes the  debts  due  to  the  bank  while  the  other 
I  constitutes  the  debts  due  by  the  bank.     The  gen- 
tleman and  every  member  of  the  Committee  will 
see  the  distinction,  and   it  will   be  unnecessary 
further  to  illustrate  it.     I  think  it  has  been  suffi- 
ciently shown  that  a  bank,  with  a  capital  much 
less  than  fifty  millions,  could  not  with  safety  issue 
upon    the   customary   mode   of    bank   operation 
notes  to  meet  the  present  demands  for  a  circulat- 
ing medium  and   preserve  an  adequate  security 
to  its   creditors.     It  is  I  believe  unusual  for   the 
large  Siale  banks  to  issue  in  paper  more  than  one 
third  or,  at   most,  one-half  the  amount  of  their 
capital,  although  they  often  loan  or  discount  to 
the  whole  amount. 

The  next  point  which  presents  for  considera- 
tion is  the  character  of  the  capital ;  it  is  proposed 
to  be  constituted  of  twenty-four  millions  of  public 
debt  that  have  accrued  since  March.  1812.  or  that  is 
now  authorized  to  be  created  ;  §18.000.000  of  this 
will  be  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  $6,000,000  in  Trea- 
sury notes  now  issued  or  to  be  issued  in  pursuance 
of  existing  laws;  twenty  millions  to  be  subscribed 
by  the  Government  and  paid  in  six  per  cent,  slock, 
and  six  millions  in  specie.     The  objections  that 
have  been  urged  to  the  character  of  this  capital 
are  worthy  of  some  particular  notice.     We  are 
told  "that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  paper  bank," 
that  It  is  not  entitled  to  credit;"  that  "  its  paper 
'  will   not  circulate,   having    no  security  for  its 
'  solvency    but   the   obligation    of    the   Govern- 
'  ment   to  pay   its  debts."     It   is   perhaps  fortu- 
nate  for  the  friends  of  this  bill   that  they  have 
the  light  of  experience  to  justify  their  expecta- 
tions and  calculations  on  this  subject.     Is  there 
not  a  strong  resemblance  between  the  character 
of  this  capital  and  that  of  the  old  United  States 
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B<(  k  1  The  amount  and  proporiions  are  some- 
wj)  c  variant,  bat  the  essentials  are  precisely  the 
8a|ry,.  and  when  was  the  validity  of  that  paper 
qujcitioDed  ?      It  is   true    specie   payments   were 


Government  will  do  any  act  that  will  embarrass 
the  bank,  being  as  it  always  must  be  so  deeply 
interested  in  it  preservation.  The  loan  will  there- 
fore be  asked   ior  according  to  the  terms  of  the 


DUiuspended,  but  everybody  knew  that  while  it  bill,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  periods  as  may  be 
w(jdoiDgbusii)ess  upon  a  capital  of  ten  millions!  made  mutually  convenient  and  consistent  with 
of  (fcllar.s,  ibsuiDg  notes  to  the  amount  of  five  to  the  objects  of  the  Government ;  and  there  is  no 
sujnillions,  its  specie  capital  only  amounted  to  doubt  the  Government  would  regard  this  resource 
82*30.000,  and  no  diflficulties  were  ever  experi-  |  as  a  reserve  only  to  be  used  in  time  of  particular 
encjd  for  want  of  more  specie  that  I  have  heard  i  necessity,  when  the  depression  of  stocks  should 
of.  lln  ordinary  times,  there  is  very  little  occa-  forbid  them  from  going  at  large  into  the  market 
siQtffor  specie  in  banking  operations;  none  is!  At  any  rate  the  amount  would  not  be  required' 
w»ij;ed  except  for  the  payment  of  balances  be-  as  it  could  not  be  wanted  in  large  sums  ;  and  such 
tw^|n  the  merchatits  pf  different  cities,  between  '  of  these  as  would  be  drawn  out  of  the  bank,  would 
d(fr|ent  banks,  and  the  small  change  required  by  |  mostly  find  their  way  into  it  again  before  another 
ret^Jers;  and  the  amount  of  specie  required  for  ,  payment  would  be  demanded  ;  a  portion  would 
th^^,  purposes  does  not  increase  in  proportion  to  j  return  in  taxes,  and  other  portions  in  payment  of 
th^,  mount  of  banking  capital  employed  in  the    debts  due  from  the  *■  ^ 


coy 


.  J         •    r     ,     -r  •  1  >e  country  to  thecity  merchants, 

try.  As  an  evidence  of  this  fact  we  may  j  and  a  very  considerable  part  of  this  loan  would 
reCc,  to  the  operations  performed  by  the  Bank  of!  like  ordinary  loans  or  discounts  as  they  are  called 
ii.i,;j  land  *"  "  


The  amount  of  payments  made  every 
dayl)y  tne  different  banks  of  London,  is  estima- 
ted ,)  exceed  four  millions  sterling;  and  in  the 
yeaf  1810.  the  whole  amount  of  notes  of  the  Bank 
of;vngland,  and  private  banks,  in  circulation 
amc'inied  to  seventy-nine  millions  sterling,  while 


y  „.^  ^„..„v. 
to  individuals,  never  get  from  the  drawer  of  the 
bank,  but  merely  pass  from  the  credit  to  the  debtor 
side  of  its  books.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject, 
which  exhibits  the  necessary  and  natural  opera- 
tions, it  will  be  admitted  that  not  so  much  danger 
exists  from  this  loan  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to 


the  J.pecie  only  amounted  to   four    millions.     It  j  apprehend  ;  but  should  any'unexpecle.'i  difficuT- 
maj^  be  fairly  inferred   that  the  credit  of  a  bank  j  ties  menace  the  bank,  there  will  be  a  resort  to  the 

power  of  suspending  specie  payments.  But  this 
provision  has  also  been  objected  to,  and  almost  in 
the  same  breath  we  are  told  that  no  bank  can  ex- 
ist with  the  extensive  operations  designed  for  this, 
with  an  obligation  to  make  specie  payments — but 
objectors  have  not  furnished  us  with  an  alterna- 
tive. I  do  not  apprehend  any  serious  consequence 
will  result  from  the  temporary  suspension  of  specie 
payments  ;  the  experiment  was  tried  many  years 
a^o  in  England,  and  has  been  continued  up  to 
thfs  time  without  injury  to  the  commercial  in- 
terests, and  with  essential  benefit  to  the  nation  at 
large.  It  has  also  been  tried  here,  and  although 
bank  paper  is  somewhat  depreciated  thereby,  it°is 
solely  because  it  will  not  answer  the  purpose  of 
paying  balances  between  people  of  different  States, 
lor  which  specie  had  usually  been  employed.  For 
example,  the  bank  paper  of  this  District  will  not 
enable  yon  to  trade  east  of  Baltimore  ;  yet  every 
article  to  be  purchased  with  it  here  is  as  cheap 
as  it  was  twelve  months  ago.  It  may  therefore 
be  fairly  inferred,  that  a  paper  which  was  re- 
ceivable  all    over    the   United 


not  depen^d"  upon  the  amount  of  specie 
vaults,  nc  more  than  the  credit  of  a  mer- 
depends  Upon  the  amount  of  money  he 
in  his  dest;  his  visible  estate,  his  income 
IIS  integrity  are  the  foundation  of  his  credit, 
jt  IS  the  same  with  the  bank  ;  the  visible  es- 
tatt'|)f  which  is  the  public  debt  and  specie,  its  in- 
comj  IS  the  interest  aiising  therefrom,  and  from 
loai4  to  Government  and  individuals;  and  the 
caUrton  that  will  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
direXiors.  will  no  doubt,  as  has  almost  universally 
bei^n  the  case,  especially  in  the  large  bank-:,  in- 
sure a  faithful  arid  judicious  management  of  its 
aff^ip.  But,  we  are  told  the  only  security  lor  its 
pajfer  :s  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  pay 
itsji^bts.  And  are  we  to  be  gravely  told  that 
lhi>  j)s  no  securil:^  ?  I  never  can  for  a  moment 
bel|»firy  that  this  security  will  be  questioned,  re- 
galing, as  every  man  in  the  nation  does,  the  ob- 
liglOoiis  of  the  Government  to  its  creditors  of  so 
soli'tjin  and  unchang«>able  a  character  that,  let 
wl|ii»eyer  may  .happen,  they  must  be  fulfilled  in 
go|iu  (iiuh.     In  addition  to  these  considerations. 


.bv  «,..„  whicU  .he  paperof  ,he  bank  w,U  re„rvj  j  r„T™^,hV'b°;;'oh'ange"d"fc,''n«:r„7',mal'"o; 


'.ecessity  which  .'xists  for  a  circulaiin< 


jrci  ihat  will  bp  co-extensive  with  the  States. 
(I'ii^sure  the  circulation  of  t 


dii 

wi(|!ii»sure  the  circulation  of  the  paper,  and  there 

caijftOh   exist  a  rational  doubt  of  its  credit   bein? 

maii^tained    without  depreciation,  answering  a~ 

th(i  valuable  purposes   that 

bo^;  lor  the  Go^e 

BiA'here  we  are-m 

Ihaft  the  enormou«s  loan.'as  it  has  bem  called,  of 

thirty  millions,  :(■>  be   made   to  the   Government, 

wi?|  prouuce  a  run  on  the  bank  that  will  exhaust 

all  ^ys  specie  and  arrest  its  future  operations.     In 

tht^ttrm  place,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the 

i 


in  each 
its  general  conveni- 


of  the  States,  would,  from 

''nee,  continue  to  circulate  without  depreciation, 
even  though  a  temporary  suspension  of  specie 
payments  should  take  place.  It  has  already  been 
shown  that  but  a  small  quantity  of  soecie  is  ac- 

mn  nt  :Z  \?''''^  '^""^  •'  T'^'f  ""''^''^'y^  -^^"  '-  pec^ple  ha^ve  Ta ith  1^ 
et  hv  Lno.h.  k'°?"""°"''-  i  L^^.^^P'^*''  'he  income,  and^ht  integrity  ol  the 
rL^V.rt::  ^Tl^HlV^^^l  ^-^^'^'^  -  this  case  necessity  would'becLe  aa 

auxiliary  to  faith,  and  busines.s  would  go  on  as 
usual.  But  further:  is  it  not  probable  that  most 
of  the  moneyed  capitalists  in  the  United  States 
would  vest  a  portion  of  their  disposable  funds  ia 
this  bank,  as  also  a  number  of  the  State  bank.% 
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and  will  not  all  these  be  interested  in  the  support 
of  the  credit  of  its   paper?     I  do   not  believe  it 
possible  for  any  hostile  combination  to  resist  their 
influence  in  money  transactions,  when  thus  united 
and  thus   interested  ;  and,  from   every  view  that 
can  be  taken  of  the  subject,  there  does  not  appear 
any  rational  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  in  answering  all  the  valu- 
able purposes  for  which  it  was  designed.     But  fur- 
ther :  the  plan  has  been  fur  a  considerable  time  be- 
fore the  public,  and  although  some  have  objected 
to  the  amount  of  the  specie  called  for  by  the  bill,  as 
being  difficult  to  procure  and  unnecessary,  it  has 
met  the  approbation  of  the  most  intelligent  men 
in  this  community,  (as  to  money  matters  I  mean  ;) 
to  say  nothing  of  the  mature  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration which  has  been  given  to  it  by  the  able 
and  enlightened  statesman  at  the  head  o(  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  who.  relying  upon  the  support 
of  Congress,  has  as>umed  the  high   responsibility 
of  his  station  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  confi- 
dence that  does  no  less   honor  to  himself  than  it 
promises    to  do  service  to   the   country  ;  to  say 
nothing  of  the  discussion  and  consideration  which 
has  been  given  to  this  subject  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  for  whom  although  no  more 
confidence  should  be  claimed  than  for  any  like 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House,  yet  their 
duty,  their  great  responsibility,  could  not  fail  to 
producealaboriousexaminalion  ofthe  plan.     But 
we  are  not  without  experience  as  to  its  influence. 
The  stocks  had  began  to  advance,  of  course  pub- 
lic credit  was  reviving,  and  some  loans  were  ac- 
tually  negotiating   for   the  relief  of  the  present 
quarter,  in  anticipation  of  the  success  of  this  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  general  plan  of  finance  submit- 
ted to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Such  was  the   progress  of  our   fiscal  operations, 
and  we  were  emerging,  as  it  were,  from  a  dense 
cloud  of  difficulties  and  embarrassments  that  hung 
over  the  nation.     A  more  extensive  and  efficien't 
system  of  finance  than  any  ever  adopted  in  this 
country,  was  progressing  to  maturity  as  rapidly 
as  circumstances  would  admit  ;  and  the  bill  under 
consideration,  an  indispensable  instrument  to  carry 
it  into  effect,  had  progressed  with  a  flattering  pros- 
pect of  success;  and  behold  !  at  a  crisis  so  event- 
ful, we  are  met  by  a  proposition  which  goes  (to 
use  the  expression  ofthe  geniieraan  from  South 
Carolina)  to  effect  a  radical  change  in  the  whole 
system  ofthe  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.     I  shall  say  nothing  farther  as 
to  the  time  and  manner  of  this  proposition  ;  but  I 
trust  It  will  appear  to  have  been  suggested  without 
due  consideration,  as  it  has  been  without  concert 
or  consultation  ;  and,  however  plausible  in  theory, 
that  It  IS  impracticable  in  its  details  and  will  be 
injurious  in  its  effects. 

In  attempting  to  investigate  this  new  plan,  we 
are  subjected  to  considerable  difficulties  on  the 
threshold,  because  it  has  neither  assumed  form 
nor  shape.  The  plan  can  therefore  only  be  col- 
lected from  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman in  his  speech  yesterday,  except  so  far  as  it 
is  found  in  the  amendment  on  the  table,  which 
only  appears  to  be  a  small  patch  of  the  scheme. 


That  the  scheme  is  crude  and  undigested,  there 
can  be  little  doubt,  when  we  recollect  the  changes 
that  have  been  proposed  or  consented  to  by  the 
mover  since  it  made  its  appearance  in  the  Ccm- 
mitiee  yesterday  ;  but  I  will  proceed  to  examine 
It.  The  plan  proposes  to  constitute  the  bank  upon 
a  basis  of  six  millions  of  specie  and  forty-four 
millions  of  Treasury  notes;  these  notes  hereafter 
to  be  issued,  and  when  subscribed  to  the  hank  to 
be  exchanged  for  six  percent,  stock  at  par;  fifteen 
millionsof  the  forty-four  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
ofthe  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  And 
to  carry  the  plan  into  effect,  a  law  must  be  passed 
foauthorize  the  issuing  ofthe  Treasury  notes.and 
another  law  to  dispose  of  the  fifteen  millions 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  theSinkine 
Fund  ;  and,  as  there  may  be  a  great  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  these  ulterior  measures  between  the 
branches  of  Congress,  the  possibility  of  a  failure 
to  pass  these  laws  presents  a  strong  objection  to 
the  plan.  We  already  find  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  two  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina 
who  have  supported  the  amendment ;  one  of  them 
(Mr.  Lowndes)  altogether  disapproves  of  placing 
fifteen  millions  of  notes  in  the  hands  of  the  Cora* 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  exchan<Ted 
for  six  per  cent,  stock  and  subscribed  to  the  ba'nk. 
I  shall  presently  consider  this  part  of  the  subject, 
with  reference  to  both  of  their  schemes,  and  in 
the  mean  time  recur  to  the  proposition  to  issue 
either  the  forty  four  or  the  twenty-nine  millions 
of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sub- 
scribed to  the  bank;  and  it  may  here  be  observed, 
that  the  Treasury  notes  are  not.  as  some  seem  to 
think,  calculated  for  a  circulating  medium,  nor 
can  they  ever  be  made  to  supply  its  place  ;  it  is 
an  evidence  of  debt  bearing  interest,  in  no  essen- 
tial particular  different  from  the  public  stock,  ex- 
cept that  the  former  is  made  payable  monthly  at 
the  end  of  a  year,  while  the  latter  are  redeemable 
at  a  longer  period  ;  the  interest  that  accrues  re- 
tards, instead  of  accelerating  the  circulation,  and 
it  must  partake  of  all  the  essential  qualities  of 
capital.  If,  therefore,  you  issue  a  sum o(  Treasury 
notes,  you  make  virtually  a  loan  to  that  amount, 
and  especially  if  they  are  not  to  be  repaid,  as  in 
the  present  case,  at  the  end  of  the  year;  the  money 
market  is  as  much  exhausted  by  the  operation  as 
if  six  per  cent,  stock  is  sold  to  the  same  amount. 
It  is  therefore  lair  to  consider  this  enormous  emis- 
sion of  Treasury  notes  as  a  loan,  which,  by  offer- 
ing extraordinary  inducements,  you  calculate  to 
eflect.  Now,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  this  measure  at  this  time,  we  must  consider  the 
state  of  the  money  market,  and  also  what  consti- 
tutes the  capacity  of  a  people  to  loan  to  their 
Government.  It  has  already  been  observed  that 
the  market  is  overcharged  with  stocks,  and  each 
succeeding  loan  has  (except  in  one  instance)  been 
obtained  on  more  unfavorable  terms  than  the  for- 
mer. It  must  be  evident,  therefore,  that  we  have 
attempted  to  borrow,  and  that  we  have  borrowed 
too  much  in  proportion  to  the  provisions  that  have 
been  made  to  redeem,  especially  when  we  con- 
sider the  stagnation  of  the  medium.  The  stock 
market  is  glutted  and  overloaded,  and  you  may 
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b^l  stocks  in  it  at 
df^l  or  wise  tj  io 


a  much  cheaper  rate  than  the 
Jjt  to  sell  them.     Is  it  then  pru- 
dfijl  or  wise  ij  force  out  at  such  a  time,  in  one 
ytj  r.' the  enormous  sum  of  forty-four  millions  of 
n^  i/  >toclc  to  accumulate  this  now  insupportable 
bw  Jt.'n  on  the  market  ?     It  should  be  recollected 
tli;  [   the  amount   wh.ch  the  people  can  loan   to 
III  Vr<Goi'erniuent.  within  a  given  time,  can  nerer 
e**'tni  the  amount  of  their  net  profits  for  the  same 
tin  i]  and    m  a  country  like  this,  where    there 
are  pq  inany  avfnues   to  wealth  by  the  reinvest- 
mc  It,  of  the  yearly  profits  in  capital,  either  by 
eoi  'r«i;ing  existing  establishments,  or  engaging  in 
ne*    employments,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any 
rei  (  considerable    portion  of  the  annual  profit's 
dig  be   borrowed,   without   givinff  a   '      ' 
m 


»ur^w  lui   iiiciu.      xjui  at    inis  particular 
ovf^ig  to  the  interruption  of  all   business  b 
*^tJ>«»ge  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks 


10  F^^ire  tlie  bank  to  loan 

™i4"?*  P*'''  *^'  which  woul 
forviiiv  next  year,  and  the  r 
siu^Jaj  exigencies.     But  tht 


•^  »^v   uuiiuwru,   wiiuuui  giving  a  high    pre- 
i':;n  for  them.      But  at   this  particular    time, 

by  the 

.,_    „  .  r-, -,    —  — ks.  and 

th^ircnsequenl  location  of  their  paper  to  a  very 
liifl;e\i  boundary,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the 
htfilta  ot  industry  or  means  of  loaning  can  be 
ne«|  as  great  a-?  they  will  be  when  the  circulating 
m^  lura  of  the  country  shall  resume  its  accus- 
to<n^'(J  activity  If  these  premises  are  correct,  the 
cojiiinsion  is  iiievitabie,  that  it  would  not  only  be 
unMi*  and  im|>olitic  to  press  so  great  a  loan  as  it 
w4*  jjby  force  upon  the  market  at  this  time,  but 
thiii4iL  would  be  much  more  safe  and  prudent  to 
Wiv^-aw  a  part  of  the  stocks  from  the  market, 
anil  .ibstain  if  possible  from  pressing  it  again  until 
It  ^l^U  have  ^>ecome  relieved  by  the  income  of 
thtj  iucceeding  year.  Hence  it  is  that  we  propose 
^"jii^'rethe  biink  to  loan  money  to  the  Govern- 
""    "*"  ""  '      '  Lild  perhaps  be  required 

remainder  reserved  for 

-.   -^     .5tin,ic3.     uui  (oe  honorable  gentleman 

fro?i    .^;ouiti  Carolina  calculates  to  obviate  alldif- 

nc^Hn^s  and  embarrassments  for  two  years,  by 

P  "' 1^^  2f ''^♦^  iwenty-iiine  or  the  forty-four  mil- 

"°-'J'»'  Treasury  noie.^,  which  he  calculates  will 

rei»  llf  be  sold  at  par.  nay,  even  at  a  premium. 

rNu;4.  4sthe  am.^ndment  stood  when  he  delivered 

hi»  |[>t-eph,  and  as  it  now  stands  (although  I  am 

awji-ewt  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  gentle- 

m^ijffora  Kentucky   to  require  payment  lor  the 

ba*^  Jubscription  to  be  made  in  Treasury  notes 

on^  ip  the  amount  of  forty-four  millions,  which 

ne»Aii  thought  proper,  however,  on  reflection  to 

wi(liJ,«aw,  and  which  upon  more   mature  rettec- 

lit)<i^liam  sure  I  will  not  renew)— as  the  amend- 

rae*.;^  i^ow  stands,  the  payments  may  be  made  in 

1  r#Jsijry  notes  or  gold  and  silver.     And  how  will 

lr<',^,i:ry  notes  be  sold  for  specie  or  bank  notes  of 

eqi»i«  value,  at  a  premium  or  at  par.  when  the 

spfr.v^^^an  be  paid  directly  into  the  bank?     The 

lhi,»ij  w  too  absurd  to  dwell  upon  for  a  moment. 

Buf  l.ejnaps  we  shall  be  told  that  the  subscriptions 

forale  lorty-four  millions  must  be  paid  in  Trea- 

suryiiiotes  only.     I  can   hardly  think  it  possible 

thai  |h?;  hoooraole  gentleman,  with  all  his  cour- 

age;>juld  venture  upon  such  a  measure  to  force 

his/fr^-asury  notes  into  the  market;  it  would  be 

lutCcj  better  than  a  tender  law  in  principle,  and 

m  u.yuperation  most  iniquitous,  and  injurious  to 

Ihe^^c^^ess  of  hii  plan.     For  instance,  an  individ- 


ual being  in  possession  of  specie  must  be  compel- 
led to  buy  Treasury  notes  before  be  can  subscribe 
to  the  bank— thus  preventing  specie  from  finding 
its  way  into  bank,  which  must  always   continue 
its  specie  payments,  and  he  must  be  subjected  to 
the  risk  of  not  being  able  to  secure  the  amount  of 
his  subscription  to  the  bank;  in  which  case  there 
will  no  doubt  be  a  loss  upon  the  Treasury  notes 
that  are  not  absorbed,  and  of  course  the  less  in- 
ducement to  buy  them.     But  it  does  not  appear 
to  me  that  the  Treasury  notes  can  be  sold  to  the 
amount  proposed.     How  are  they  to  be  paid  for? 
Specie  cannot  be  found  :   will  you  sell  them  for 
bank  notes?     One-half  of  these,  if  the  Treasury 
notes  are  distributed  over  the  States  for  sale.  a:> 
the  gentleman  proposes,  will  answer  the  Govern- 
ment no  purpose.     It  has  now  near  three  millions 
of  Southern   notes,  which   cannot  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  in 
Boston— nor  can   the  notes  of  Baltimore  be  cer- 
tainly applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  even   in 
Philadelphia.      How    then  can  these    forty-four 
millions  of  Treasury  notes  be  sold  for  a  valuable 
consideration  in  any  State  where  the  taxes  exceed 
thedibbursementsofthe  Government,and  in  which 
the  banks  do  not  pay  specie  ?     The  gentlemen  of 
this  House  may,  perhaps,  take  a  few  of  their  per 
diems  home  in  Treasury  notes,  but  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  distribute  them  when  the  credit  of  the 
Government   exceeds   its  debts,  unless  you  give 
them  away.     But  the  gentleman  proposes  to  re- 
duce the  denomination— and  what  will  this  avail 
his  plan?     A  few  of  them  may  be  picked  up  by 
hucksters  and  tin-pedlers,  and   there  it  will  end. 
You  cannot  pay  money  where  you  do  not  owe  it, 
nor  sell  Treasury   notes   to  people  who  have  no 
money   to  buy  them   with,  or   whose  money  an- 
swers you  no  purpose.     I  conclude,  thus  far,  that 
the  scheme  is  unwise,  impolitic  and  impracticable. 
But  suppose  it  were   possible  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  what  is  its  moral  character  and  its  effect 
upon   public  credit?     I  do  not  mean   to  impeach 
the  motives  or  moral  principles  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  have  advocated   this  plan  of  a 
bank.     I  know  they  are  utterly  incapable  of  sup- 
porting any  measure  of  which  they  entertain  a 
doubt  as  to  its  strict  moral  propriety;  but,  think- 
ing  differently   from  them    in   this  particular,  I 
shall  be  excused  for  explaining  my  views  of  it. 
It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  stocks  are  in 
a  stale  of  heavy  depression ;  and,  it  may  be  add- 
ed, that  those  who  have  given  you  one  hundred 
dollars  in  specie  for  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock, 
cannot  now  sell  the  same  for  more  than  eighty' 
dollars;  so  of  those  who  have  given  you  eighty- 
eight  for  one  hundred.     This  depression   is  not 
the  fault  of  the  creditor;  it  is  his  misfortune;  and 
when   the   Government  can,   without   injury  to 
Itself,  either  do  a  benefit  to  its  creditors  tlius  cir- 
cumstanced, or  avoid  doing  them  an  injury,  it  is 
bound  by  every  moral  obligation  so  to  do.     But 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  measure  under  con- 
sideration ?     We  find  the  stock  market  glutted; 
the  public  creditor  sinking   under    his   burdens, 
and,  without  any  occasion  whatever,  we  accumu- 
late an  additional  mass  upon  him  and  coosum- 
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mate  his  ruin.     But,  says  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  fif- 
teen million  of  Treasury  notes  shall  be  applied 
to  purchase  up  the  depressed  stocks — that  is,  he 
will  offer  seventy-five  or  eighty  dollars  in  Treas- 
ury notes  for  a  certificate,  which  purports,  on  its 
face,  to  demnnd  one  hundred  dollars  in  specie. 
But  this  is  not  all;   by  our  own  act  we  first  de- 
press the  price  and  depreciate  the  value  of  our 
debt,  and   then,  by  the  aid   of  some  speculating 
scheme,  we  buy  up  that  debt  at  its  depreciated 
rates,  just    like  some   swindling   traders  in   uur 
cities,  who,  when  their  credit  is  exhausted,  shut 
up  shop,  and   send    out  runners  to  buy  up  their 
notes  at  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  discount.     Such 
is,  to  my  mind,  the  character  of  the  transaction. 
But  one  honorable  gentleman  from  Soutli  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Lowndes.)  is  opposed  to  this  part  of 
the  plan  ;  he  will  not  employ  any  part  of  ihe  in- 
tended capital  of  this  bank  to  purchase  up  the 
depressed    stocks.      So   much    the    worse.     The 
public  creditor  would  then   have  no  remedy  for 
even  a  part  of  his  misfortunes,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, in   8uch   a   case,  would   act   the  part  of  a 
spendthrift  whose  land  could  not  be  sold  for  debt, 
and  while  he  was  giving  usurious  advantages  to 
obtain  new  credit,  he  would  defy  his  old  ones, 
and  mock  at  their  complaints.     I  am  aware  that 
many  plauMble  things  may  be  said  to  show  what 
•  re   the  obligations  of   the   Government    to   its 
creditors,  and   that  they  may  be  fulfilled  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  contract   witliout   being 
noticed  in  this  bill.     Be  it  so  ;  but  I  contend  tha't 
you  are   attempting  to  i-ffect   by  indirect  means, 
what    you    would    not    venture    to   do    by    direct 
means — that  is,  to  obtain  from  the  public  creditor 
your  obligation  for  a  less  amount  than  you  prom- 
ise upon  the  face  of  it  lo  pay  him.     He  will   not 
be  satisfied  with  special  pleadings  and  logic;  he 
■will    realize    his   misfortunes   and    execrate    his 
wrong-doers.     When   his  children  cry  for  bread, 
his  answer  will   be,  I   loaned    to  my  country  ;    I 
confided  in  her  justice;  but,  in  an  unlucky  hour, 
her  councils  were  guided  by  logicians,  and  I  am 
ruined.     But  there  is  another  feature  in  the  new 
plan  which  constitutes  an  insuperable  objection. 
Specie  payments  are  to  be  made  absolute.     If  we 
did  not  know  that  necessity  someiimes  requires 
a  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  bmks  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  that  it  may  be  done  with- 
out that  terrible  danger  which  some  affect  to  ap- 
prehend, there  would   be  some  reason   to  refuse 
making  any  provision  for  the  case;  but  with  all 
this  light,  and  the  existing  condiiion  of  ihe  .spe- 
cie medium  of  the  country  m  lull  view  before  us 
it  would  seem  to  be  a  species  of  frantic   enthu- 
siasm not  to  provide  for  the  case.     If  bank  credit 
can  be  restored,  and  it  has  not  been  essentially 
impaired,  there  will   be  a    better  opportunity   to 
do  It  under  the  power  to  suspend  the  specie  pay- 
ments, guarded  as  it  is,  than  there  wnuld    be  in 
any  other  way.     But  suppose  the  balance  of  trade 
to  continue  strongly  against  us,  and  a    high   pre- 
mium for  specie  to  be  given  by  our  enemy.   Your 
bank  will  become  an  instrument  by  which  it  will 
be  driven  from  the  country  ;  and  it  may  happen 


and  probably  will  happen,  that  their  specie  pay- 
ments cannot  be  discontinued— and  what  will 
then  be  the  situation  of  the  bank?  Failing  to 
fulfil  the  purposes  designed,  its  credit  is  blighted. 
Its  operations  are  stopped,  and  its  charter  vio- 
lated ;  and  if  this  should  take  place  before  your 
Treasury  notes  are  sold,  the  Government  will 
scarce  obtain  a  moment's  relief;  but  if  the  Treas- 
ury notes  have  been  forced  out,  will  they  not 
come  back  upon  the  Government  for  payment 
when  It  has  no  means  to  redeem  them,  instead  of 
passing  into  the  drawer  of  a  broken  bank? 

The  patience  of  the  Committee  is  no  doubt 
exhausted,  and  I  will  conclude  by  exhibiting  the 
rtlative  pecuniary  value  of  the  two  plans,  in  a 
calculation  that  cannot  be  misunderstood. 

By  the  scheme  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  suppose  that  you  succeed 
in  issuing  the  forty-four  millions  of  dollars  in 
Treasury  notes  at  par,  whether  to  be  vested  in 
stock  or  for  the  purpose  of  a  direct  subscription 
into  the  bank,  and  suppose,  too,  that  the  fifteen 
millions  of  Treasury  notes  will  purchase  one 
hundred  dollars  of  stock  for  eighty  dollars  of 
note.' — (he  advance  or  profit  obtained  in  the  oper- 
ation will  be  the  difference  between  the  present 
price  that  is  paid  for  money  and  the  rate  thus 
obtained,  viz  :  twenty-five  per  cent.,  which,  upon 
forty-four  millions,  will  be  eleven  millions.  This 
IS  the  utmost  that  can  be  claimed  for  his  plan,  if 
it  succeeds. 

Now,  by  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill,  we  have 
the  same  advance  upon  six  millions  of  Treasury 
notes,  viz:  ...        -61,500,000 

Twenty-five    per  cent,  upon  a  loan  of 

thirty  millions  -  -  .  .  7^500,000 
And.  if  we  suppose  our  bank  stock  to 
advance  twenty  per  cent,  above  par, 
it  will  make  a  disposable  capital  of 
S25.000,000,  to  obtain  which  we 
should  be  obliged  at  the  present 
rates  topay  a  premium  of  $6,250,000  6,250,000 
Which,  together  with  the  advance  on 
the  stock 5.000.000 


Will  make  a  net  gain  to  the  Govern- 
ment of 20,250,000 

Making  a  difference  in  favor  of  the 
Government,  by  the  bill  as  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of $9,250,000 


This  IS  a  plain  arithmetical  fact,  that  cannot  be 
controverted.     The  figures  will  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  every  member  of  the  Committee  may 
make  the  calculations  for   himself.     But    I  can 
-sc^arcely  hope  to  convince  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from   South  Carolina.     He  appears  to  be  so 
enthusiastically  attached   to  his  proposiiion.  that 
he  hns  called  in  the  aid  of  his  prophetic  spirit  to 
sustain  him.  and  has  painted  in  glowing  colors 
the  prospect  of  the  blockade  being  raised,  and  the 
speedy  restoration  of  our  foreign  commerce  and 
coasting  trade  to  their  accustomed  activity.    But 
I  cannot    rely   upon    anticipations  of  this  kind, 
though   I  have  often  listened  with  pleasure  to 
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tifm,  I  have  heard  of  his  prophecies  before,  and 
rtiollect  iislt-ning  wiih  pleasure,  though  wiih 
&<li)e  degree  of  scepticism,  to  a  speech  of  his, 
hihiy  colored  with  |)romising  prospects,  on  a  bill 
\vTich  has  contributed  to  produce,  more  than  any 
ttijier  cause,  our  present  fiscal  embarrassments. 
?ttdO',^  appear  to  me  that  the  wisest  course  would 
l,»i  riot  to  yield  to  visionary  speculations,  nor  to 
5*(|npt  our  measures  \o  a  .state  of  things  not  likely 
^♦b«  realized.  We  have  been  trying  expedients 
\(^  \i>ng.  Solid. substantial,  and  lasting  measures 
j^'iy  iow  indispensable.  Such  is  the  character  of 
W-  proposition  contained  in  the  bill,  while  the 
ai;  :e|idment  proposed  totally  changes  its  character 
at  "wiell  as  form.  That  which  was  designed  as 
a:  iigent  to  revive  public  credit,  to  supply  the 
pj  '>\q\.  exigence  of  the  country,  and  give  such 
la|il^iy  in  obtaining  future  loans  as  would  enable 


U|t(:  pro.secute  this  war  with  vigor  and  effect,  is 
tii«{  converted  into  a  machine  to  squeeze  a  little 
dA)r;eciated  money  out  of  the  people  for  the  pres- 
er|--abandoning  the  other  great  and  important 
o»j|ect<,  so  indispensably  necessary  to  be  effected. 
J  •>  g  pardon  of  the  Committee  for  having  tres- 
psjsed  so  long  upon  their  patience,  and  the  only 
a,:Jiljgy  that  can  be  offered  is  the  importance  of 
th*  Subject. 

Mf.  l.NGER.iOLL  said   that   he  inserted  himself 
Vlhis  debate  with  great  reluctance;  almost  in 
Jpfiir— reluctance  to   take  part  in  a  di.scHssion 
♦vhich  he  had  no  inclination,  and  which   he 
[ught  had  better  be  left  to  the  members  of  the 
jiiuiitee  who  had  reported  the  bill— in  despair, 
faiise   he  had  no  hope  of  making  any  impres- 
s:£i  on  an  assembly  but  too  siudious  of  chant^e, 
tiJlond  of  novelty,  too  apt  to  think  that  national 
blth   was  ri)ost  certainly  to  be   found  in  indi- 
hal    impoverishment.      Ever  since   this    war 
^    declared,  and.   indeed,  since   the  session  of 
jiigress  preceding  it,  the  nation  had  been  kept 
^■e  on  sickly  hope->  of  peace  and  the  empirical 
Menance  ol  inadequate  loans;  and  it  was  not 
just  now,  when  these  flaitermg  unctions  were 
^  lunger  applicable,  that  we  had  made  up  our 
lids  10  the  solid  food  of  heavy  taxes,  pledges  of 
jm  in  sinking  funds,  and  a  national  banking  in- 
iuiion.     Fur  his  part,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  had  °uni- 
July  denied  and  deprecated  the  effects  antici- 
r6>J^d   from   the  Russian   mediattoo,  as  well  as 
ni||>e  of  the  negotiation  subsequently  translated 
U-i^n  Goltenhurg  to  Ghent.     These  always  ap- 
r»|,rtd  to  him  to  be  the  beau  ideal  of  our  Foreign 
illations,     fie  had  never  ceased  to  remonstrate 
at-^inst  abslr.vcting  an  eminent  person  from  the 
lu%d  of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  send  him 
I9£fiiake  the  grand    tour  of  Europe  in  pursuit  of 
p^e.     I  have  invariably  thought  and  said,  said 
M«  L,  thai  the  only   policy   was  that  jusl  indi- 
ci4a  by  my  Inend  and  colleague,  who  preceded 
n|ii(Mr.  I.NGiiAM  )  to  look  the  difficulties  man- 
H^i  Ml  the  lace,  conceive   them  at  their  worst 
awj  deal  with    them  accordingly.     We  have  at 
la(|  come  to  tnis  complexion,  and  I  congratulate 
th»cuuniry  on  the  occasion.     We  never  should 
hAje  had  peace  until  war  was  waged  in  earnest; 
asl  perhaps,  we  are  uow  much  oearer  to  a  ter- 


mination  of  hostilities  than  we  were  while  sub- 
sisting on  pacific  overtures. 

The  Treasury  Department,  in  concert,  and  after 
long  consideration  with  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  assuming  the  responsibility  of  thetr 
respective  stations,  have  recommended  to  us  the 
plan  of  a  bank  which  is  comprehended  in  the  bill 
under  discussion.     In  this  Congress  of  Ambassa- 
dors (as  I  think  it  was  the  late  President  Adams, 
in  his  Treatise  on  the  Constitution,  very  aptly 
denominates  us.)  rather  than  a  Congress  of  the 
Representatives  of  different  portions  of  the  same 
people,  it  should  always  be  the  first  preliminary 
to  entering  upon  any  subject,  the  sine  qua  non — 
since  sine  qua  nons  are  so  much  the  mode  in  mod- 
ern Congresses— to  agree,  by  mutual  sacrifices  of 
pride  of  opinion  and  the  spirit  of  system,  to  en- 
deavor to  attain  some   practicable  object  and  re- 
sult.    It  is  well  known  to  every  member  that  a 
National  Bank,  while  nearly  all  acknowledge  the 
imperious  necessity  of  such  :tn  establishment,  has 
to  encounter  the  various  obstacles  and  collisions 
which  arise  from  various  quarters  of  this  House. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  opposed  by  the  gen- 
tlemen on   the  opposite  side,  who,  deeming  the 
war   unjust  in   its  origin,  deem  it,  moreover,  a 
Constitutional  and  correct  orbit  of  opposition   to 
move  indiscriminately  against  every  measure  cal- 
culated to  act  in  furtherance  of  the  war.     I  will 
not  take  upon  my.'^elf  to  determine  whether  this 
is  a  proper  view  of  the  subject.    We.  at  all  events, 
know  that  it  is  one  most  steadfastly  adhered   to. 
In  the  next  place,  a   bank  is  resisted  by  certain 
scruples  respecting  the   Constitutional   power  of 
Congre.ss  to  create  one.  which  obtain  with  several 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House.     And  lastly, 
It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  most  powerful, 
pervading,  and  indefatigable  hostility  out  of  door* 
will  be  organized  by  the  innumerable  State  bank- 
ing  mstituiiuns.  which  comprehend  within   the 
sphere   of  their   influence  almost  every  man  of 
property  in  the  country,  who  may  apprehend  thai 
a  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  would  tend  to  cur- 
tail, to  cripple,  or  to  destroy  their  resources.     As 
long,  however,  as  the  objections  urged   on  this 
floor  were  confined   to  those  which  might   have 
been  expected,  and  which  may  be  urged  against 
all  such  establishments,  I  did  not  suppose  it  in- 
cumbent on  any  member  to  assist  those  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  who  have  the  particular 
conveyance  of  this  bill  through  the  House.     I 
should   not  have   presumed,  therefore,  to  mingle 
in  the  debate  in  reply  to  such  objections.    Indeed, 
the  grounds  which  were  eloquently  occupied  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gas- 
ton) seemed  to  me  to  be  sufficiently  answered  by 
himself,  for  I  really  think  that  there  were  few  of 
the  difficulties  which  he  recapitulated  against  the 
proposed  plan  that  are  not  in  equal  force  of  ex- 
istence against  the  substitute  he  suggested.     As 
to  plans,  indeed,  I  am  not,  myself,  at  all  tena- 
cious.    Any  plan  will  answer  my  purposes  tbat 
promises  to  restore  public  credit  and  create  a  cir- 
culating medium.     Nor  can  we.  to  be  sure,  com- 
plain 0/  any  deficiency  of  projects.     Almost  ev- 
ery gentleman  has  his  own;  and,  if  you  happen 
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to  look  into  a  newspaper,  ecce  homo/  here  is  a 
daily  column  of  most  comfortable  schemes,  al- 
ready printed  for  your  perusal.  [In  allusion  to  a 
voluminous  writer  on  these  subjects  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  who  affixed  the  signature  of 
"  Homo"  to  his  essays.]  It  affords  me  pleasure 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  satisfaction  with  which 
I  followed  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  in  the  development  of  his  sub- 
stitute for  the  system  recommended  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department.  I  must  do  that  gentleman  the 
justice  to  say  that  his  views  were  exhibited  in  a 
clear,  connected,  and  well-digested  discourse  on 
this  abstruse  and  complicated  subject,  in  which 
]>e  unquestionably  showed,  at  least,  his  own  prep- 
aration and  capacity  for  explaining  and  support- 
ing any  favorite  project  he  may  choose  to  intro- 
duce ;  and,  while  I  declare  my  unequivocal  opin- 
ion that  his  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  fantastic, 
impracticable,  and,  I  will  add,  pernicious  of  all 
the   plans  we  could  adopt,  calculated  inevitably 

to  destroy  the  public  credit  of  this  Government 

to  damn  it  to  all  eternity — yet,  .so  anxious  am  I 
to  provide  for  the  crisis  which  presses  on  us,  that 
I  would  rather  fall  in  even  with  this  alternative, 
at  the  expense  of  all  your  remaining  public  credit 
in  preference  to  not  voting  for  sotne  immediate 
means  for  meeting  present  embarrassments.  If 
we  must  ruin  our  existing  creditors  in  order  to 
procure  fresh  supplies,  and  if  that  is  the  best  man- 
ner of  procuring  them,  I  proless  ray  readiness  to 
proceed  to  so  deplorable  a  resort,  rather  than  to 
omit  altogether  the  making  of  some  provision 
for  the  exigency.  But  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  has  pointed  out  to  us  a 
stream  of  finance  which  positively  is  not  naviga- 
ble. We  may  trace  its  origin  and  follow  "^its 
course— seemingly  a  fine  volume  of  water,  fer- 
tilizing as  it  flows— until  we  behold  it  emptying 
itself  into  ttie  ocean;  but  when  we  come  to  try 
its  usefulness,  we  find  that,  like  the  river  Susque- 
hannah.  its  navigation  is  doubtful,  dangerous, 
and  unsafe.  It  invites  population  to  settle  on  its 
shores,  but  diseases  and  death  infest  them  ;  and 
we  are  amazed  to  discover,  on  experiment,  how 
fatally  It  disappoints  the  expectations  that  were 
at  first  encouraged  of  its  beneficial  properties. 
Nothing  but  a  freshet  will  justify  our  venturing 
on  this  current ;  and  that  is  precarious,  uncertain, 
and  alarming. 

Let  us  examine  this  unexpected  substitute. 
What  do  we  find?  Why,  sir,  in  the  outset,  an 
insuperable  difficulty,  in  limine,  before  we  reach 
the  body  of  the  project.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  who,  no  doubt, 
in  the  zeal  of  an  ardent  mind,  let  drop  some 
rather  inadmissible  expressions  by  wav  of  fore- 
stalling the  objections  he  anticipated  to  his  so  heme 
will  excuse  me  for  the  similitude;  but  really  it 
reminds  rue  of  the  French  veterinary  surgeon, 
who  killed  the  sick  horse,  in  order  that  he  raicrht 
prove  his  skill  by  restoring  him  to  life.  Is  it  not 
so?  Does  not  his  plan  demand,  as  its  first  postu- 
late, a  total  prostration  of  the  public  means  an 
absolute  vacuum  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  af"ier- 
wards  revived  by  filling  it  with  forty  ruiUions  o{ 


Treasury  notes?  Does  it  not  require  that  the 
twelve  millions  which  are  indispensable  for  the 
current  quarter  of  this  year,  should  be  sacrificed, 
and  that  the  Government  should  stop  payment 
for  the  present,  relying  on  this  scheme  for  obtain- 
ing funds  hereafter?  Most  assuredly  the  doors 
to  which  you  look  for  loans  will  be  locked  up 
and  double-bolted  against  your  advances,  if  you 
enact  a  law.  impregnated  as  this  is  now  proposed 
to  be  with  injustice  to  those  who  have  hitherto 
sustained  your  credit  by  administering  to  your 
occasions.  You  are  to  forego  the  advantages  of 
an  approved  and  rational  plan,  you  are  to  aban- 
don the  attempt  to  borrow  what  you  stand  most 
seriously  in  need  of  at  the  present  moment,  you 
are  to  stop  payment,  you  are  to  become  bank- 
rupt, in  order  that  new,  untried,  and  impractica- 
ble efforts  may  afterwards  be  made  to  raise  you 
from  the  grave.  The  thing  is  impossible;  and  if 
if  it  were  not,  the  experiment,  at  all  events,  is 
rather  too  critical  a  one.  You  may,  I  believe 
that  you  must,  perish  under  the  operation.  Of 
how  nice  and  delicate  a  texture  public  credit  is 
composed,  we  have  had  demonstrations  but  too 
painful  during  the  present  session.  It  is  the  very 
gossamer  of  political  elements.  The  perpetual 
sunshine  of  confidence  is  necessary  to  its  exist- 
ence. Withhold  this,  and  it  languishes.  With- 
draw it,  and  it  dies.  And  once  dead,  where  is 
the  magic,  where  the  power,  that  can  revive  it? 
Let  me  caution  gentlemen  against  even  handling 
it  too  roughly.  It  is  but  too  easily  destroyed*; 
and,  whatever  may  be  said  in  speculations  here, 
depend  upon  it.  sir,  that  there  is  no  skill  in  either 
surgery  or  quackery  that  can  call  it  back  again 
to  an  animation  once  suspended. 

Such  however,  so  imminent,  so  full  of  dissolu- 
tion and  decay,  are  the  very  foundations  on  which 
this  new  superstructure  is  to  be  built  up.     Let  us 
now  look  a  little   further   into  its  details.     And 
here,  at    the  very  inside  of  the   threshold,  I   am 
again  struck  with  a  general  imperfection.     Why 
not  come  at  once  to  the   rejected  resoluiions  of 
my    honest   friend  from   Georgia?  (Mr.  Hall.) 
What  use  is  there  in  such  a  mass  of  banking 
machinery  to  give  circulation  to  some  millions  of 
Treasury  notes?     Wny  not  issue  them  at  once, 
without  this  unwieldy,  this  unnecessary  meJiuna  ? 
Do  you  surround  them  with  it  iu  order  to  pass 
them  off  with  less  embarrassment,  supposing  that 
the  public  will  occupy  themselves  in  examining 
the  mill,  without  scrutinizing  the  material?     If 
you  do,  disappointment  will  t>e  the  con-equence; 
for  those  moneyed  men  whom  you  hitherto  hjre 
looked  to  for  support,  though  now  you  seem  ready 
to  discard  them,  are  not  to  be  so  easily  prevailed 
upon.     They  are  a  sharpsighted  animal,  who  will 
pierce  through  your  projects  at  a  glauce,  how- 
ever you  may  wrap  and  told  them  up  Iroiu  com- 
mon observation. 

Again  :  If  Treasury  notes  are  to  constitute  the 
universal  succedaneum,  and  you  intend  to  de- 
prive the  Gjvernraeiii  of  auttiority  to  prohibit 
the  issue  of  specie  even  under  peculiar  circura- 
stauces  and  for  .short  period.s,  what  occasion  have 
you  for  any  specie  capital  at  all?    Do  you  im- 
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il^i^te,  sir,  that  your  fire  or  six  millions  will  be 

isjftered   lo  remain  quietly  in  circulation,  going 

Jit'   snd  out  of  the  vaults  of  this  bank,  without 

Jinyguard  wliateverajainst  its  fraudulent  evasion  ? 

3^SQi  quite  niisiaken  if  the  whole  sunn  would  not 

tQi^ate  to  Halifax  within  a   fortnight  after  its 

fi^fp>»site.     I  cannot  pretend  to  speak  with  precis- 

irn  iis  to  the  nnjount  of  specie,  now  in  retirement, 

|>cJo<jgiQr:  to  the  differenl  hanks  of  Philadelphia, 

ijfcd  ^individuals  who  have  secured  portions  of  it 

i^.  si^fe  places,  but  I  should  imagine  that  it  must 

]|e>  ODnsiderable.    perhaps   some   millions.     How 

topgj  is  it  supposed  it  would  continue  in  fair  cir- 

«ju^}ion  if  the  banks  were  to  pay  it  out  for  notes? 

k.w^ould   infallibly  and   almost  instantaneously 

di#aj*»pear.     I  confess  that  I  have  my  doubts  as  to 

t|»^  jiropriety  of  affording  Government  any  num- 

l^  rtf  the  directors  of  the  bank.     But  I  cannot 

c^^cieive  a  mode  for  dispensing  with  the  inhibi- 

tJ(|Q  |by  law  01  specie  issues  in  certain  cases,  wiih- 

&^A  t»eferring  this  authority  for  its  exercise  to  the 
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di4f(-tors    themselves,    who    must    endanger    the 
ojhlirter  by  its  enforcement.     It  is,  therefore,  best 
ii  totiier  hands.  But  after  all,  sir,  it  was  in  behalf 
q  ihV  public  creditors  that  I  was  mainly  induced 
t(>^.Jdfess  yoa.     It  was  to  bespeak  your  indul- 
gi?pCv.';  to  appeal  to  your  faith  ;  to  indicate  your 
pijfcy,  as    regards   the  stockholders  of   the  Idle 
lijiis  that  I  have  ventured  to  rise  on  this  occa- 
sj*i.     In  order  to  understand  and  appreciate  their 
r«i^iion  to  the  Government,  let  us  inquire  how 
itl'^atne  about.     It  is  not  two  years  since,  when  I 
fiV>t  came  to  this  House,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  as- 
s*5l  fheir    pretensions  against    attack    from   the 
oi^r  side.     And   now  already,  much  sooner.  I 
ct>i,fess,  than    1   expected.   I   am   called   upon  to 
d^|»'nd  them  from  attacks  on  this  side.     Blessed 
efwouragement  this,  to   be  sure,  for   those  who 
rtjiy-be  disposed  to  lend  their  money  to  the  pub- 
.f5    A"'''  ?■"*>'  ^^^^  3re  the  circumstances  that 
]p\uly  these  aggressions?     You  first  went  into 
tfH#  »narket  for.  a  loan  of  eleven    millions  at  six 
p6>ir  lent.,  of  which  you  obtained  but  about  six. 
[f^.r'esome  explanatfons  took  place  between  Mr. 
E>Yk8.   Chairman   of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
api,  Means,  ao<l  Mr.  I.>tGERsoLL,  by  which  it  ap- 
pir%r<id  that  Mr.  I.  was  mistaken  in  supposino-  that 
tij?  residue  of  this  loan  had  been  filled  up  by  a 
dUet^ion  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  that  purpose. 
Mr  7^-   pointedly  denied  that  the  Sinking  Fund 
eUr  had  been  diverted  from  its  true  object.] 
J^Mje    explanation   afforded    by  the   gentleman 
ffqiai,  Virginia,  (.Mr.  Eppes.)  makes  no  change. 
(Hoiteeded  Mr.  Ingersoll)  in  the  aspect  of  my 
ajtjuiteeDt.     I  was  about  to  show  that  your  loan 
nji*rk?et  was  exhausted  by  a  loan  of  six  or  .^even 
n|ifli|ns.  at   the   hundred  far  a   hundred.     Your 
D{|t -bargain  "vas  for  sixteen  millions  at  eighty- 
eitAt.'for  the  h-undreJ.     Afterwards.  seven°mil- 
li£^sand  a  half  at  the  same  rate.     And,  finally, 
tljw  jportion  i.f  the  twenty-five  millions  which 
hA|l;«en  negotiiled  at  eighty,  and  perhaps  less, 
foirlhe  hundred.     And  what  inducements  did  you 
holj  forth  to  those  who  advanced  these  sums? 
Of|ourse  the  faith  of  Government  for  the  punc- 
tU6^  f«yraent  of  the  interest,  and  faitliful  redemp-  I 
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tion  of  the  priDcipal  at  the  expiration  of  the  stip- 
ulated term.     But  was  this  all?     Was  there  no 
accessory,  no  additional  inducement,  besides  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation?     This  House  must 
well  remember  that  there  was.     It  cannot  be  for- 
gotten  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
selected  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  repair  to 
Europe  to  treat  for  peace  ;  and  it  is  perfectly  well 
known    that    both    he  and    his  colleague,  at  the 
time  that  some  of  these  loans  were  under  con- 
tract, were  sanguine  in  their  calculations  on  the 
prosperous  result  of  their  mission.     Indeed,  since 
we  have  b?come  acquainted  with  their  instruc- 
tions, it  cannot  be  matter  of  ^urprise   that  they 
should  have  entertained  such  a  confidence.     The 
fact,  however,  is,  that  subscribers  to  the  loan  at 
eighty-eight,  were  led  to   believe,  and  from   the 
best  authority,  that  their  stock  would  enjoy  all 
the  benefits  of  peace  within  twelve  months  from 
the  time  of  their  subscription,  and  that  instead  of 
merely  par  for  the  eighty-eight  which  they  loaned, 
they  might  reasonably  calculate  on  a  rise  of  ten 
or  fifteen  per  cent,  above  the  one  hundred  which 
they  were  promised   for  their   money.     It   was, 
moreover,  made  a  test  of  patriotism   in  the  sub- 
scribers, and  hundreds  contributed  in  part  on  this 
principle.     Gentlemen    talk  of  these   persons  as 
if  they  were  the  veriest  brokers  and  stockjobbers 
in  the  world  ;  and  as  if.  too,  none  but  brokers  and 
stockjobbers  had  subscribed.     But  no  mi-^concep- 
tion  could  be  more  unfounded.     Let  such  as  im- 
agine that  some  half  a  dozen  usurious  capitalists 
hold  all  the  stock  in  question,  attend  on  quarter 
day  at  the  door  of  a  bank  in  which  dividends  are 
payable,  and  examine  there  into  the  characters 
and  conditions  of  the  crowd  of  anxious  expect- 
ants for  their  income.     They  will  find  the  widow 
and  the  orphan,  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  as  well 
as  the  wealthy  and  thecompeient,  waiting  fortheir 
shares — some  of  them  for  small  sums,  payable  by 
way  of  annuity,  (which   was  authorized  by  the 
loan  laws.)  and  the  only  reliance  of  the  poor  peo- 
ple who  have  invested  their  funds  in  this  stock. 
These  are  the  persons  whom  you  are  proposing 
to  cast  aside.     They  did  not  seek  you  nur  press 
themselves  into  your  assistance.    But,  on  the  con- 
trary, you  went  in  search  of  them,  and  induced 
them,  by  strong  and  seductive  promises,  to  part 
with  their  money  for  your  necessities.     They  did 
so  at  your  earnest  instances.     They  paid   it  to 
you  when  they  could   have  bad  gold  and  silver 
for  their  checks.     But  now,  having  bound  them 
to  your  destiny,  having  exhausted  their  capacity 
to  lend,    you   deny    them  (should    the    propowd 
amendment  be  adopted)any  participation  in  your 
plans  for  the  improvement  cf  their  funds.     You 
leave  them  to  their  fate,  vainly  imagining   that, 
after  such   crying   injustice,  you  can  substitute 
another  class  of  creditors   in    their    places.     No 
moneyed  institution  can  succeed  which  is  to  be 
founded  on  principles  at  war  with  the  interests  of 
the  mgneyed   men  of  a  community.     You  may 
rail  at  these   persons  if  you  will.     But  depend 
upon  It.  that  to  enlist  their  opposition  to  any  plan 
for  the  restoration  of  public  credit,  is  not  the  way 
to  accomplish  it. 
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The  bank  cooteropiated  by  the  original  bill  on 
the  table  was  to  be  laid  uu  the  liberal,  the  politic, 
and  the  natural  endowments  of  public  stock  and 
specie    in    certain    adequate    proportions.     That 
which  is  to  be  attempted,  should  the  amendment 
succeed,  would,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
such  institutions,  be  founded  on    a  vast   basis  of 
new  paper  or  stock  to  be  created,  to  the  prejudice 
of  those  who  now  own  the  stocks  and  regulate  the 
prices,  in  the  market.    Of  these,  there  are  between 
sixty  and   eighty    millions   (including   Treasury 
notes)   in   existence.     Instead  of  withdrawing  a 
third  of  this  amount  and   appropriating  it    to  a 
bank,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoc.n)  would  send  in  forty  odd  millions  more, 
in  the^hapeof  Treasury  note.-,  more  heavily  than 
ever   to  choke  up  and  overdo   the  market.     I  do 
not   pretend   to   be   very  conversant    with    these 
matters;  but   I    must  confess  that   I  cannot  per- 
ceive how  such  a  scheme  could  possibly  succeed 
in  operation. 

Of  all  models  for  a  moneyed  institution  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  affords  one,  the  most  ] 
worthy    of   imitation.     And   upon    what   was   it  j 
founded?    Public  stock  and  specie  capital.    What  i 
public   stock?     Not   new  stock   created    for   the! 
purpose  ;  but  that  which  was   funded   at  twenty  | 
shillings  in  the  pound,  though  a  great  deal  of  it 
was  purcha.'ed  as  low  as  one-and-sixpence.    The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  hear  of  no  dis- 
crimination between  thecreditors.    He  well  knew 
that  public  credit  was  to  be  created,  not  by  looking 
forward   to  new  auxiliaries,   and  discarding  old 
ones,  but  by  a  punctilious  and  faithful,  an  indis- 
criminate and  universal  fulfilment  of  all  former 
erigagements.     Paying  old  debts  is  the  best  mode 
of  enabling  a  community  to  contract  new  ones. 
The  Bank  of  England,  the  Bank  of  Genoa,  most 
of  the  celebrated  moneyed  institutions  in  Europe, 
were  established  on  similar  recognitions  and  adop- 
tions of  the  public  stocks  of  their  respective  coun- 
tries.    The  Bank  of  the  United  States  therefore 
followed  their  example.     Stockholders,  who  were 
known  to  have   purchased  their  stock  at  a  great 
discount,  were  nevertheless  allowed  to  subscribe 
without  discrimination,  though  it  was  well  ascer- 
tained that  the  bank  stock  would  immediately  rise 
after  the  subscription,  and  though  it  did  actually 
rise  to  one  hundred  and  forty.     Now,  in  all  views 
of  this  subject,  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
affords  a  precedent  to  be  consulted  with  the  ut- 
most consideration,  and  one   not   to  be  departed 
frona  without  very  sufficient  causes.     Broken  up 
as  that  institution  has  been,  and  subjected  to  the 
severest  tests  of  investigation,  the  wisdom,  fidelity 
and  punctuality  of  its  transactions  have  been  man- 
ifested in  the  strongest  light  ;  and  I  think  it  would 
be  hazarding  not  a  little  to  disregard  them. 

The  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina,  both  the 
honorable  mover  of  this  amendment  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) and  his  colleague  who  supports  him  (Mr. 
Lowndes,)  deny  that  the  creation  of  a  new  stock 
for  the  bank  capital,  would  be  either  an  injury  or 
any  injustice  to  the  present  stockholders.  1  un- 
derstand that  the  stock  was  at  eighty-one  the  day 
before  yesterday  in  Baltimore,  and  looking  up.  in  J 
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anticipation  of  its   incorporation    into  the  bank. 
No  doubt  It  will  fall  again  as  soon  as  this  propo- 
sition for  excluding  It  goes  abroad.      What  more 
inlallible  thermometer  can  we  have  of  the  effect 
of  such  a  measure  on  the  stock?     There  are  be- 
tween Mxiy  and  eighty  millions  cf  it  in  circula- 
tion,    ^ou    propose  to    issue   fifteen   millions  of 
,  1  reasury  notes  for  purchasing  up  such  of  it  as  is 
I  to  be  subscribed  to  the  bank.    The  inevitable  con- 
sequence must  be,  first  a  competition,  a  most  un- 
,  lair  one,  in   the  market,  and  then  a  depreciation 
j  of  the  stock.     He  who  subscribed  at  eighty  has 
twenty  per  cent,  advantage  over  the  more  meri- 
I  torious  subscriber   at   one  hundred   or  at   eighty- 
,  eight,  and  no  alternative  is   left  for  the  latter  but 
to  sacrifice  his  slock   at  fifty  or  sixty,  in  order  to 
reimburse  himself  by  the  profits  of  a  subscription 
to  the   bank,  or  to  hold    fiis  slock  depreciated  to 
one-half  of  what   he  gave   for   if.     1  am  not  dis- 
j  posed  to  repeat  the  epithets  that  were  bestowed 
i  on  such  dealings  by  my  friend  and  colleague,  f  Mr. 
I  Ingham.)  but  really  I  must  s;iy  that  I  should  con- 
]  sider  tliem  most  reprehensible  proceedings.  There 
j  is,  too,  a  difference  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per 
I  cent,  in  the  prices  of  stock  at  different  places,  at 
Baltimore  and  Boston,  for  instance,  and  the  scan- 
dalous speculations  to  be  authorized  would  there- 
fore carry  with  them  this  additional  aggravation. 
In  fact,  there  is  no  stock  market  in  tins  country  ; 
and,  whenever  the  purchnses  in  question  are  to  be 
made,  the  holders  of  stock  indifferent  places  must 
abide  the  effects  of  the  variation  in  the  prices  ac- 
cumulated on  the  other  hardships  of  their  case. 

But  why,  we  are  asked,  are  these  stockholders 
to  be  preferred?  Why  is  an  individual  holding 
certificates  of  this  stock  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  a  subscription  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  preference  to  any  individual  who  does  not  hap- 
pen to  hold  such  certificates?  The  answer  is, 
that  they  are  not  preferred  any  more  than  the  few 
possessors  of  specie.  Any  person  may  buy  the 
stock  who  chooses  it,  and  thus  become  capacita- 
ted to  subscribe  it  to  the  bank.  There  is  no  de- 
ficiency of  It  for  sale  in  the  market.  We  have 
taken  care  of  that.  And  but  too  numerous,  un- 
fortunately, are  they  who  are  anxious  to  get  rid 
of  it. 

As  to   taking  it   at  the  rate  at  which  Govern- 
ment  received   their   money,  could   anything  be 
more  unjust?     The  public  faith  was  plighted  to 
redeem  eighty-eight  with  a  hundred.     The  stock- 
holdersare  consequently  entitled,  in  the  firstplace, 
to  have  one  liundre  I   for  their  eighty-eight ;  and 
then  most  assuredly  ih^y  have  a  right,  in  common 
with  all  other  subscribers,  to  all  the  profits  to  ac- 
crue, above  par.  on  their  subscription  to  the  bank. 
In  this  they  are  not  preferred  toother  subscribers; 
though  perhaps  it  might  be  shown,  without  any 
great  difficulty,  that  they  are  entitled   to  at  least 
a  highly  favorable  attention   from    the  Govern- 
ment.    We  have  got  all  their  money.     We  took 
It   when   it  was  convertible   into  gold  and  silver. 
And  It  would    be  neither   generous  nor  just  now 
tu  postpone  them  to  other  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 

These   arguments,  however,  are  controverted 


nil: 
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\)1  t,ie  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina,  both  of  '  subject  under  ?ery  peculiar  circumstances  It  is 
y-  icrm  deny  thtat  Government  is  bound  to  admit  '  now  two  months  since  Congress  have  been  in  ses 
th  -sv  stockholders  into  the  bank,  as  well  as  that  I  sion.  convened  by  the  Pres^'idenl  under  the  pres- 
ar  y  anjury  w<l|  be  done  to  them  by  the  exclusion.  I  sure  of  great  and  weighty  considerations  Since 
B  I  what  lacTs  have  they  advanced  to  sustain  !  we  assembled  a  most  alarming  temper  has  at>- 
Kh  i:  theory  ?  The  rise  and  fall  of  the  slock  is.  .  peared  in  very  decided  indications  amona  some 
41  1  have  shown,  a  very  clear  criterion  of  the  j  of  the  Eastern  States;  and  it  is  said  to" be  in- 
<ljte  of  the  stockholders'  interests;  and  really  I  tended,  by  the  agitation  of  the  Hartford  Conven- 
«ribot  help  saying,  that  when  so  much  expert- ,  tion.  to  proceed  deliberately  to  the  disintegration 
•l-e  and  fact  |i  to  be  overthrown  by  a  specula-  of  New  England  from  the  Union.  For  my  part 
I.  we  should  have  something  more  than  even  I  cannot  believe  it.  I  cannot  imputesuch  designs 
r*  most  respociable  opinions  in  its  favor.  One  '  to  a  people  whose  forecast,  and  orderly  and  f^ene- 
<^(Jthose  genll^men  (Mr.  Calhoc.n)  insists  that  I  ral  attachment  to  regular  Government  have°beea 
nj  depreciatic/Q  can  be  the  consequence  of  his  |  so  much  vaunted,  and,  perhaps,  not  without  rea- 
sc^eme,  and  the  other  (Mr.  Lowndes)  expressed  son.  But  what  encouragement,  if  such  be  their 
b*  conviction  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  object,  are  we  not  holding  out  to  them?  And 
p^.jerable  to  the  original  bill.  Those  honorable  what  a  rebuke  the  Hartford  Convention  may  in 
g^.tlemen  know,  I  am  well  persuaded,  of  the  at- j  all  probabilitv.  impose  upon  Congress'  The 'fif- 
t|f|iion  and  pyasure  with  which  I  always  listen  teenth  of  December  is  advertised  as  the  day  of 
tjRchatever  fails  from  either  of  them.  But  I  must  I  their  meeting,  scarcely  more  than  three  weeks 
l)hIpardoned  lor  withholding  my  consent  to  this  from  the  moment  when  I  address  you— after  hav- 
C(Aiclusion  of  theirs,  which  really  is  only  asserted,  ing  been  two  months  in  session,  under  every  im- 
^^  proved,  by  the  one  with,  if  I  may  so  express  pulse  to  action  and  concert,  without  having  yet 
\{^ti\s  iTiost  respectable  colleague's  endorsement    achieved  any  one  important  act— without,  in  fact 


0^^  the  draft. 

u  was  surprised.  I  confess,  at  the  latter  gentle- 
oin's  (Mr.  Lowndes)  repetition  of  a  question 
V^ich  had  been  previously  put  by  the  gentleman 
fijjfrn  North  Carolina.  (Mr.  Gaston.)  Why,  it 
isfv^th  seeming  triumph  demanded,  why.  if  former 


being  now  as  likely  to  agree  as  we  were  six  weeks 
ago— still  amusing  ourselves  with  discordant  pro- 
jects and  visionary  speculations.  The  Hartford 
Convention  will  dnd  disunion  ready  made  to  their 
occasions.  Instead  of  taking  steps  to  separate 
themselves  from   the  other  Slates,  to  delay  or  to 


j|i>d)aotnewsluckistobepartofthecapital.doyou    defeat  our  measures,  they  will  have   I  fear   but 
•ccrjde  the  (.(1  fundpfl  H.»Kt  nf  «ho  lTn.f», I  a, ^.„   -7    t^^   .«....k    r__     ■     i     •     '     . 


»Rc!;jde  the  old  funded  debt  of  the  United  States? 
55p;»   obviously,   it    may    he   answered,    because 


too   much   opportunity  for  declaring  that   their 
Convention  was  rendered  indispensable  by  our 


ifAtjaccount  has  long  ago  been  settled  ;  because  j  procra>tinaiion  and  idle  conlVoversy;  "that' they 
^^i^king  lurid  has  been  nriany  years  operating  the  I  met  to  save,  not   to  destroy;  not  to  deny  the  au- 


qiji^i^pt'on  of  ihat  debt ;  because  it  is  not  liable  to 
^^uctuation  of  the  market,  as  the  late  stock  is, 
>ild. because  the  holders  of  it  do  not  desire  you  to 
fe^cidle  with  it      ''"     ' 


[Mr.  Lowndes  here  inquired  if 


thority  of  Congress  and  prevent  its  proceedings, 
but  to  provide  lor  our  omis.sions;  torai>ean  army 
to  repel  invasion  ;  to  create  a  navy  ;  to  establish 

,  ..  ^  ^     ---^ ..adequate   taxes  and   a    circulating   medium;    to 

Vt  1l  ^.  ^^^'^  lucluded  the  Louisiana  stock,  to  uphold  the  siaggering  credit  of  the  country.  We 
J|.^h  he  answered  that  he  did  not.]  The  dif- 1  are  disputing  about  details,  while  the  nation  i, 
^te^ce  IS  vtry  great  indeed  between  the  old  six  |  agonized  with  the  pangs  of  dissolution  We 
Mrjcent^,  ul  whicii  I  am  speaking,  and  the  re- !  mu,t  come  to  action,  and  that  speedily  too  or 
tjn<  stocks  created  during  the  present  war.  After  the  agony  will  be  over.  I  hope,  therefore  Mr 
|e;-xperience  pub  ic  creditors  have  lately  had  of  I  Chairman,  that  the  amendment  will  be  rejected 

ki^lf  exnTm  hi  ?r'  v'^  °r^  "''"-.'^'y  '"'S^'  '•  ""^  "'•^'  *^  ^*'^"  ^"d*^»vor  to  make  some  harmol 
I^JLo^f  .      ':  >  French  merchants  to  the    nious  progress  with  the  original  bill  on  the  table 

f  i^J^rnoi  ,  r"  "r/"""'-  ^''  "^  *'«"''■  ^^'-  ^^^"^'  "f  ^'"^  York,  in  a  powerful  and 
,  *V^  do  not  stand  in  need  ot  your  assistance,  nor  ,  impressive  speech  of  an  hour  and  a  half  replied 

jJJ^f  ,K  ery  d  fferent  indeed  is  the  situa-    soll.  and  advocated  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun 

IfnT  .h  Jr°r  r'f'^"'^"'^'  ^''^  ^"  "'^'^  "^•^"^y  "^  b^g*"  ^y  deprecating  a  hasty  decision  on  .h?s' 
'iti.ves  in  r.'  depreciate.,  and  their  Repre-  subject,  one  of  the  mo^t  important  that  could 
JttJ^r         ^''"e^^^^  •nveighing  against  their  !  ever  come  before  a  legislative  body,  being  no  les^ 

bfcld  to  hr"^nbrorV";r""""  .  '^'^^^  ^^^  l  ^^^^  ^^^^  establishment  of  a  chaner'^forTf.oneyel 
kIJI      Th      ^  ^^'  '^^/'"  '^^y  <=^"°°'  '  institution  of  fifty  millions,  the  features  of  whU 

^»k.     They  niust  continue  to  follow  public  fate.  '  could  not.  when  once  settled   bra  "oLn^n  Icfof 

t^'^i;hrstM:At^    :;:dl[a7h"' L°V"  '^^'l    ^^- '  ?'^"^^^^-^'  ^^  '''"^^'-  ^-  -ust  L  a,  Irre'vVcrbre 
I  the  usu  ef  for    el  Pf  w.       I'^  '^7  "'  '^/':"1- '  '^"^'"^  '}'  '^""  ''''  '^'  ^''»''*'^  «^  '^e  Conslitu- 

il      ,    If      I      ^  ^^-  '^''"  ""P'  '^^"^  o^  ^^a'^'  """  't*elf.&c.     The  National  Bank   if  necessary 
tt^t.^^ue' t;ie7mrt"n"'7  ^'',  f  -^'1—^    7-  re,uned  hy  the  public  gold  alone.    He  the': 
a'to   their  chdrenwth.      ^°''^~lf  ^'^''''''^    '^°'"'  '^'"«'  °"'  °^  ^'^'^-  « 'wholly  irrelative,  the 

4nt  which  borroLn     1  .h    '"'  '"r'^*"  ^"'""-    >'&"'"^"'  '"  ^^l«""n  to  the  effect  of  the  proposed 

tTheiTSen  T,nh  '  ^^^  "'^  holders  of  public  stock,  who 

Vt  Cha  rmln  WP  '^^^  '^°  "S^'  '«  demand   any  advantages  from 

fVlT.  Chairman,  we  are  debating  this  interesting  J  such  ao  institution,  and   to  whom  no  injustice 
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would  be  done  by  precluding  them  from  any 
other  sliare  in  it  than  other  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  He  stated  somethings  in  relation  to  this 
bill  to  show  that  the  facts  of  its  havin?  been  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
was  not  an  unanswerable  argument  against 
amendment ;  for,  he  stated,  that  the  principal  fea- 
ture proposed  to  be  changed  by  this  amendment 
scarcely  obtamed  a  majority  in  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  &,c.  He  then  proceeded  to 
examine,  first,  the  details  of  the  bill  before  the 
House,  and  next  of  the  amendment  proposed  to 
be  made  to  it;  and  concluded  an  elaborate  and 
able  view  of  the  subject,  by  expressing  his  de- 
cided conviction  of  the  superior  practicability  of 
Mr.  Calhoun's  proposition  over  the  bill  as  re- 
ported, <fec. 

When  Mr.  Oakley  concluded,  at  a  little  past 
4  o'clock,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's motion  to  amend  the  hill,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  about  sixty  votes. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Fhidav,  November  IS. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Calhou.n.  of  South  Carolina,  remarked, 
that  he  looked  upon  the  decision  of  the  House, 
yesterday,  as  indicating  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  change  the  whole  nature  of  the 
bill,  now  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  fur 
incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  ot  the 
United  States  of  America.  As  many  amend- 
ments in  detail  would  be  required,  he  thought  the 
roost  proper  way  to  act  on  the  bill  would  be  to  re- 
commit it.  for  amendment,  to  a  select  committee. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Wright  of 
Maryland,  and  Mr.  Lowndes  of  South  Carolina, 
on  the  ground  that  there  were  parts  of  the  plan  of 
the  gentleman,  against  which  the  House  might 
decide,  and  which  could  as  well  be  acted  on°in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  by  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  withdrew  his  motion,  re- 
serving the  right  to  offer  it  again,  when  further 
progress  should  have  been  made  in  the  discussion 
of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the  House 
again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  (as  it  has 
been  amended,)  the  object  of  which  was.  to  ad- 
mit the  forty-four  miilions  of  the  capital  to  be 
paid  in  Treasury  notes,  as  it  now  stands,  or  in 
public  stock  created  since  the  war. 

This  motion  was  declared  by  the  Chairman  to 
be  out  ot  oruer,  inasmuch  as  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  had  yesterday  decided  that  no  part  of 
Ihe  payments  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  bank 
should  be  made  m  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  Forsyth  was.  in  this  decision,  disposed 
for  the  present  to  waive  his  motion;  but  an  ap- 
peal was  taken  by  Mr.  Fisk.  of  New  York,  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  on   this  point ;  which 


decision  was  affirmed    by  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole.  75  to  39. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 

of  ihe  third  section  of  the  bill,  which  contera- 
i  plates  the  subscription  by  the  United  States  of 
!  iwe:.ty  millions  in  six  per  cent,  stock  to  the  cap- 
;  ital  o(  the  bank. 

1      This  section  Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  strike  out 

of  the  bill. 
I      Mr.   Forsyth,  of  Georgia  said,  he  hoped  the 
I  section  would  not  be  struck  out.     He  considered 
1  it  important  that  the  United   States  should  hold 
,  a  certain  proportion  of  the  stock  of  the  bank,  be- 
cause he  believed  the  privilege  of  so  doing  would 
be  valuable  to   the  Government.     In  the  stock  of 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United   States   the  Govern- 
I  ment  had  held  a  considerable  portion  (jf  the  stock 
I  and  the  benefit  derived  from  it  had  not  been  denied.' 
It  had  been  a  matter  of  boast  on  the  other  side  of 
the   House,  and   the   Republican  Administration 
had  enjoyed  the  advantages  arising  to  the  Gov- 
ernment from    it.     He  could   not  conceive  any 
solid  objection   to  this  course.     It  might  be  said 
the   bank    would    be  injuriously  affected    by  the 
shares  the  United  States  would  hold  in  it.  because 
they  would  subscribe  nothing   but  stock.     But, 
Mr.  F.  said,  if  the   basis  of  the   bank   was  to  be 
public  stock.  Its  value  would  not  be  destoyed  by 
a  part  of  it  being  owned  by  the  United  Slates  as 
well  as  by  individuals.     He  hoped  the  motion 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  the  principle  of  his  motion 
had  been  decided  by  the  amendment  which  had 
been  made   to  the  second  section.     Consistency 
required  that  the  House,  after  deciding  as  they 
did  yesterday,  should  now  strike  out  this  section. 
Mr.  Wright  said,  he  did  not  consider  the  de- 
cision of  yesterday  as  at  all  interfering  with  this 
motion,     if  it  did.  he  felt  himself  to  be  commit- 
ted contrary  to  his  intention.     The  discussion  oa 
yesterday  had   not  turned  on  this  point  ;  and,  he 
contended,  even  had  the  House  inadvertently  de- 
cided the  principle  yesterday,  the  decision  to  re- 
tain this  section  would  control  the  provision  in  the 
^aid  second  section,  inasmuch  as  in  law  posterior 
control  prior  provisions.    The  Government  ought, 
he  contended,  to  have  a  share  in  the  stock  and  in 
the  direction  of  the  bank.     The  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States  would  yet  have  been  in  operation, 
he  said,  if  a  portion  of  the  direction  had  been  under 
the  control  of  the  Government,  to  have  prevented 
it  from  being  a  perfect  inquisition.     He  instanced 
the  advantages  which  several  of  the  States  derive 
from  holding  a  share  in  the  stock  and  a  direction 
of  banks  within   their  respective  limits.     Seven- 
eighths  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  had.  he  said, 
been  held  by  foreigners  ;  and  every  man  who  had 
any  hand  in  the  direction  of  its  concerns  was  ad- 
verse to  ihe  politics  of  this  Administration.   Some 
of  them  were  refugees  from   the  country,  who 
ought  to  have  been  hung  during  the  Revolution. 
It  could  not.  therefore,  be  expected  that  Congress 
would  revive  that  institution  or  create  any  other, 
the    whole  weight  of  which  would   have  been 
thrown  in  the  opposite  scale  to  that  of  the  United 
States,     Mr.  W.  was  desirous  not  only  that  the 
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Ufljted  States*  but  that  the  agricultural  interest  of 
tbt^country  should  hold  a  due  proportion  in  the 
stoy^k  of  this  bank,  to  keep  it  out  of  (he  exclusive 
coiArwl  of  the  commercial  class,  which  he  in- 
tiiAiied  was  generally  in  the  British  interest,  and 
Du|  a  few  actually  connected  in  business  with 
Bf^i^h  houses.  The  landed  and  manufacturing 
itjif  rvst,  he  agued,  ought  to  be  at  least  equally 
irji^risted  in  the  bank  with  the  commercial.  It 
WA*  necessary  the  Government  should  hold  both 
sw\k  and  direction  in  the  bank,  to  guard  the 
Urited  Slates  against  the  operation  of  any  for- 
eifi  influence.  JScc. 

;>..r5  Calholn,   finding,  as   he  said,  from    the 
cgii'^e  of  the  debate,  that  the  eyes  o(  the  Com- 
m^iev-  had  been  so  entirely  directed  to  the  main 
olij*ci  of  the  amendment  adopted  yesterday,  that 
xliA  i|iad  overlooked  the  part  of  it  to  which  this 
swjurn  had  reference,  rose  to  explain  the  reasons 
of  iiii  present  motion.     Whether  the  provision 
ni>^'  (jnder  consideration  should  be  struck  out  or 
m*ic.ed,  he  contended,  depended  on  the  situation 
o(  ihi-  nation.     He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that, 
iri  |li^  present  situation  of  the  nation,  it  ought  to 
hv  «t,uck  out.     One  great  object   of  this^bank 
wa    jo  afford  the  means  of  relieving;  the  nation 
fri)  Jiiifficulties  under  which  it  now  labored.   By 
str    iifig  out  this  section,  the  Government  would 
nC>     I.e  said,  lose  the  advantages  it  would  derive 
fro  I)  retaining  it.  inasmuch  as  the  twenty  millions, 
iris  fs^d  of  being  vestt-d   by  the  United  States  in 
sto  k,  would  assume  the  shape  of  Treasury  notes. 
atV    »•»  reality  produce  the  effect,  by  their  absorp- 
tiv«  in    the  bank,  of  r.n  immediate  loan    to   the 
GcVeynment.     Which,  he  asked,  doet  the  United 
Stifte^  now   most  want,  a  capital  or  the  use  of 
aHfalJital?     lie  .^aid    he  should   be  glad,  indeed. 
at}iiractedly,ihat  the  United  Statesshould  possess 
a3|a|-e  in  the  capital  of  the  bank  ;  he  should  be 
gtS|l  the  United  States  should  possess  a  capital  in 
ihji.'b^nk  on  which  tliey  could  draw  one.  two,  or 
thrfe'per  cent,  more  interest  than  they  had  to  pay 
fdr«t.     But  we  want  still  more  the  use  of  the  capi- 
tt^t   :If  any  gentleman  could  conceive  the  situi- 
tijitji  of  the  country  to  be  such  that  we  could  lock 
u*jnftead  of  using  these  twenty  millions  of  cap- 
it^fjhie  would  vote  against  this  amendment.    The 
Cff4|ti^l,  he  said,  would  not  be  lost   to   the  Uni- 
tejtejates,  but  would  assume  for  them  the  most 
a(>f|vii  and  most  effioent  form,  by  means  of  the 
Tr^^.ury    note'.,  which,  bein?  put  into  circula- 
tioi  and    absorbed    by   the   Government,   would 
eff.|-t;  an    imm^date   loan    to    the    Governineot. 
But.  H  had  been  said,  unless   the  United   States 
he)^  8ome  share  in   the  bank,  it  would  fall  into 
the^iands  of  otir  enemies.    Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not 
thjilk-so  harshly  as  the  gentleman    from    Mary- 
laoJ  (»f  the  coaimercial  interest ;  in  the  large,  he 
belli ?.^d,  that  great  interest  to  be  American,  not- 
wJlis^anding  .ome  exceptions  might  be  found  to 
thai  character.     But  even   if  such  a  disposition 
as  ia,   feared    by  the  gentleman  should   exist,  it 
wotjld  not  be  oontrolled  by  retaining  the  present 
proijisjons  of  the  bill,  because  the  twenty  direc- 
lor^l-cjuld  alway.s  vote  down  ihefive  proposed  to  be 
app  .irted  by  the  Executive,  if  there  should  arise 


!  a  contest  between  the  GovernmeDt  aod  the  baok* 

I  But  there  was  another  means  of  protecting  the 

I  Government  against  the  bank,  more  potent  and 

certain  than  any  such  provisions;  let  the  United 

Slates    retain  the  power  over  its  depositen,  and 

'  over  the  receipt  of  the  bank  notes  in  payment  of 

'  duties  and  debts  to  the  Government,  and  it  would 

possess  a  sufficient  control  over  the  bank. 

Mr.    FoRSTTH    admitted    an    immediate    loan 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  Government ;  but 
was  such  a  loan  wanted,  to  the  proposed  amount, 
in  addition  to  the  taxes  to  be  raised  by  the  bills 
now  before  the  House?     He  contended    that  it 
probably  would  not.     But,  if  it  would,  he  argued 
that   part  of  the  project   was   impracticable,  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  of  throwing   into   market 
forty-fuur  millions  of  dollars  of  Treasury  notes; 
whereas,  if  twenty  millions  of  that  amount  were 
subscribed  in  stock  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
the  balance  of  twenty-four  millions  would  be  all 
disposed  of,  and  would  probably  be  sufficient  for 
all  the   purposes  of  the  Government.     Even  for 
the  benefit  of  the  gentleman's  plan,  therefore,  this 
feature  ought  to  be  retained. 
Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  if  fifteen  millrons  of 
I  the  forty-four  millions  of  Treasury  notes  were 
j  applied,  as  he  had  suggested,  to  the  purchase  of 
i  stock,  aod    five    millions   to    the    redemption   of 
,  Treasury  notes  falling  due  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next   year,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  ia 
disposing  of  the  remainder  of  them.     He  said,  to 
i  vest  twenty  millions  in  the   capital  stock  of  the 
bank  would  be  acting  like  a  man  without  a  dol- 
lar in  his   pocket  offering  to  lend   out  money  at 
[  an  interest  lower  than  he  has  to  pay  for  it  for  his 
use.     If  the  demands  o(  the  Treasury  during  the 
I  next  year  did  not  require  the  whole  of  these  notes, 
Mr.  C.  said,  a  part  could   be  retained   until  the 
year  after,  and   thus  provision   be   made  for  two 
years.    If  the  subscriptions  were  received  month- 
j  ly,  in  twelve  instalments,  there  would  never  be 
'  out  at  one  lime  more  than  two   millions,  much 
less  than  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  now  in 
:  circulation.     There  would  be  no  doubt,  he  thought, 
of  their  being  sought  for  with  avidity. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that,  if  the 
whole  amount  of  Treasury  notes   now  proposed 
to  be  issued  should  not  be  wanted  in   the  course 
of  the  next  year,  it  would  unquestionably  be  more 
I  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  invest  twenty 
millions  of  the  amount  in  stock  in  the  bank,  pro- 
,  vided  It  would  be  an  advantage  to  them  to  pos- 
sess that  stock.     Allowing  the  stock  of  the   bank 
'  to  advance  as  it  might  be  expected  to  do.  it  would 
^  afford  a   profit   to  the  United  Stales,  in   twelve 
months,  of  six  millions  of  dollars  ;  and  the  United 
j  States  would,  besides,  dispose  of  the  capital  stock 
:  at  its  full  value  whenever  they  chose. 
I      Mr.  Forsyth  still  questioned  the  ability  to  cir- 
culate so   large  an   amount  of  Treasury  notes; 
because  they  were  not   like   bank  paper,  which 
could  at  any  time  command  specie;   nor  would 
they  circulate  even  as  well  as  the  present  Treas- 
ury notes,  because  not  payable  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  to  be  funded  in  six  per  cent,  stock.     The 
fact  that  money  is  not  to  be  paid  for  the  proposed 
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issue  of  Treasury  notes,  would  be  as  well  known 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  this  House. 
The  circulation  of  Treasury  notes  at  present  was 
principally  among  those  who  have  money  on  hand 
for  which  they  have  not  immediate  use,  which 
they  invest  in  Treasury  notes  in  preference  to 
this  public  stock;  because,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  produce  an  interest,  they  are  payable  at  a 
day  certain.  The  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued 
will  not  suit  such  persons,  and  will  therefore 
probably  have  a  very  limited  circulation. 

Mr.  KiLBOUHN  said  he  had  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment yesterday,  without  any  idea  that  the  other 
amendments  indicated  by  its  .mover  would  neces- 
sarily follow.  He  hoped  the  section  now  under 
consideration  would  not  be  struck  out.  For, 
though  he  had  ever  believed  the  establishment  of 
a  National  Bank  one  of  the  most  important  ob- 
jects, yet,  if  this  moiion  prevailed,  he  should 
greatly  deprecate  it.  Was  it  true,  he  asked,  that 
this  nation  was  so  embarrassed  in  its  finances. 
was  in  such  a  critical  situation,  that  to  obtain 
money  for  a  year  it  was  necessary  to  establish  a 
colossal  moneyed  institution,  with  a  charter  which 
It  would  be  beyond  the  power  ol  this  Govern- 
ment to  alter  for  twenty  years;  that  might,  in 
one  year,  if  amended  as  proposed,  fall  entirely 
under  the  direction  of  the  enemies  of  the  Govern- 
ment? He  trusted  not.  If,  on  the  other  band, 
this  stock  was  taken  by  the  Government  in  the 
bank,  it  might  be  sold  at  any  moment,  if  neces- 
sary, at  twenty  per  cent,  profit,  or  at  least  without 
a  sacrifice,  and  thus  furnish  the  United  States 
wilh  as  much  money  as  it  would  sell  for. 

Mr.  Lowndes  supported  the  motion  to  strike 
out  this  section.  The  reservation  of  twenty  mil- 
lions for  the  United  States,  of  the  capital  of  the 
bank,  would,  he  said,  unquestionably  be  attended 
with  some  advantages.  It  could  not  be  denied 
that  It  would,  by  the  strength  of  this  capital,  or 
by  selling  it  at  an  advance,  afford  the  means  of  ob- 
taining money  for  the  service  of  the  Government 
in  the  year  1816.  But  the  course  proposed  by 
gentlemen  was  to  lessen  the  security  of  the  loan 
for  f815,  in  order,  with  remarkable  foresight,  to 
Drovide  the  ways  and  means  for  the  year  1816. 
Mr.  L.  said,  he  differed  from  his  colleague  as  to 
the  application  of  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  lu  the  purchase  of  public  debt,  and  five  mil- 
lions for  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes.  The 
object  of  Mr.  L.  was  nothing  more  than  this — to 
induce  the  House  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the 
bank  from  its  present  proposed  amount.  It  almost 
necessarily  followed,  from  the  main  points  of  his 
colleague's  plan,  that  the  capital  should  be  re- 
duced. It  was  impossible  every  Treasury  note 
thrown  out  should  be  absorbed  in  the  bank  at  the 
times  of  subscription  ;  and  ihe  amount  to  be  issued 
must  therefore,  of  necessity,  exceed  the  amount 
to  be  paid  in  as  a  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
bank.  It  was  important,  in  giving  additional 
ralue  to  the  Treasury  notes,  that  the  bank  stock 
should  be  made  as  valuable  as  it  could.  The 
success  of  the  plan  for  immediately  aiding  Gov- 
ernment by  the  means  proposed,  must  depend  on 
the  value  of  the  Treasury  notes,  which  must  de- 


I 


end  CD  the  va^ue  of  the  kbares  in  the  bank.    The 

ess  valuable  the  shares  in  the  bank,  as  they  would 
be  by  the  retention  of  so  large  a  capital  stock,  the 
less  temptation  would  there  be  to  purchase  the 
notes  or  stock,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  subscrip- 
tion. Mr.  L.  said  he  hoped,  before  this  subject 
was  finally  acted  on,  the  Committee  would  limit 
to  thirty  or  thirly-five  millions,  to  some  moderate, 
some  reasonable  amount,  the  circulation  of  the 
bank,  and  thus  guard  against  danger  of  the  plan 
from  the  amount  of  capital,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  would  increase  the  value  of  the  Treasury  notes. 
The  plan  of  ihe  gentleman  before  him,  (Mr.  Foh- 
3VTH.)  he  thought  it  obvious,  provided  for  the 
demands  of  the  public  service  in  1816,  by  render- 
ing utterly  hazardous,  if  not  entirely  defeating, 
the  provision  for  1815.  He  denied  that  the  Treas- 
ury notes  to  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  this  plan 
would  be  less  valuable  than  those  now  in  circu- 
lation. It  was  impossible,  he  said,  in  the  nature 
of  things;  but,  in  furnishing  additional  modes  of 
application  of  them,  the  Committee  would  in- 
crease instead  of  diminishing  the  value  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  dec. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
see, indicative  of  an  impatience  for  the  question, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  Mr.  Calhoun's  motion 
by  the  following  vote  :  For  the  motion  79,  against 
it  53.     So  the  third  section  was  struck  out. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  in  further  ex- 
amination and  amendment  of  the  details  of  the 
bill;  in  the  course  of  which  considerable  debate 
took  place,  involving  generally  the  minor  princi- 
ples of  the  art  or  science  of  banking.  Among 
the  amendments  agreed  to  were  the  following, 
viz:  To  strike  out  so  much  as  gives  the  Govern- 
ment a  share  in  the  direction  of  the  bank;  so 
much  as  prohibits  the  bank  from  selling  the  Uni- 
ted States  slock,  which  may  come  into  its  posses- 
sion ;  so  much  as  binds  the  bank  to  loan  thirty 
millions  to  the  Government,  &,c. 

A  moiion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Pearson,  to  amend  that 
part  of  the  section  authorizing  the  bank  to  esub- 
iish  offices  of  discount,  deposite.  and  distribution, 
so  as  to  require  the  bank,  whenever  the  Govern- 
ment may  direct  it,  to  establish  an  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposite  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
with  a  capital  (not  less  than  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars.) After  striking  out  the  laller  clause  within 
parentheses,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

When  the  Committee  rose  for  to-day,  an  amend- 
ment was  under  discussion  affecting  ihe  manner 
in  which  the  bank  shall  pay  specie  for  iis  notes, 
whether  at  all  its  offices,  or  at  the  Mother  Bank 
only.  Immediately  on  the  Committee's  rising, 
the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  November  19. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '•  to  authorize 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk 
in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses."  with 
an  amendment;  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 
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"  r^  "•  Beimer  and  Heath— Bank  of  the  United  State*.  No 
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;)  Ir.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mi-fies  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
th^  petition  cf  Renner  &,  Heaih.  of  the  City  of 
"\yis|iinglon.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

Thit  the  pttitionerH  wpre  owners  of  ropewalks  in 
tl^e  'C;tj  of  VV'anhington,  m  which  were  conUined  a 
iaj'{  18  quantity  of  spun  yarns  and  navy  cordage,  all  of 
wji  cU  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  his  late  incur- 
8if,  iMto  this  city.  On  or  about  the  20th  of  July  last, 
o^(  oi;  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Heath,  applied  to  Mr.  South- 
etjAi.tthc  ownrr  of  some  long  boaU  then  lying  in  the 
Pctfrwac,  and  ri^gaged  of  him  five  of  them  lo  transport 
hijif  oidage  and  j  arns  up  the  river,  if  the  enemy  should 
invjdi*  the  city.  On  the  18th  or  J9th  of  August,  it 
wiiidcemed  expedient,  by  General  Winder,  to  impress 
th^lM^ita  of  Mr.  Southorlan,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
fKirin^  the  tro<i^8  across  the  Potomac,  which  were  kept 
in' V?  employment  of  the  Government  until  after  the 
invlsiun  of  th«  fity.  On  the  20th  of  August  the  pe- 
tm*a«ns  applied;  for  the  boats,  according  to  contract, 
fo^  lh<  purpose  pf  removing  their  property,  when  they 
wc-*  rfiformed  tjiat  they  were  impressed.  It  also  ap- 
p^ajfi  to  the  coiTpiittee,  that  on  the  22d  of  August  the 
pijtiioners  cmj.l()yed  a  wagon  and  nine  or  ten  carU, 
fo<-  ttir  purpose  of  removing  the  property,  but  the  wagon 
«iJQ|tv.o  or  thref  of  the  carts  were  impressed  bv  the 
ofii^cijJ  of  the  departments,  to  remove  the  public  papers 
arlc^  property  ;  (»nd  that  seven  of  the  carU  employed, 
afjtj  Ijiking  lottd^  from  the  ropewalks  out  of  the  city, 
refiiefl  to  returri  to  haul  nny  more  for  the  petitioners^ 
afjiLltending,  if  they  did,  they  would  be  impressed' 
in((^t{ie  employincnt  of  the  Government.  It  is  also 
st4t'd;and  behoved,  that,  after  that  day,  and  before  the 
et»e{n>  entered  $ie  city,  carriages  were  not  to  be  had 
inJ  eiocity  to  rejnove  the  property.  The  losa  of  the 
pj^moncrs,  excUsive  of  the  price  of  the  ropewalks,  is 
e^iioiited  at  al)OUt  thirty-four  thousand  eight  hundred 
d<^^r'  ;  they  a-iV  of  Congress  to  be  reimbursed  to  the 
ani»i.  it  of  their  loss. 

I'fhp  committee  are  of  opinion  the  Government  is 
ULt^eitno  obhgi^on  to  pay  for  the  property.  The  de- 
8tJqct>on  of  privfitc  property  by  the  enemv,  in  the  pro- 
gise^fi  J)f  the  war,  is  much  to  be  regretted  and  highly 
d..p^p^ated  ;  buLwhen  it  does  happen,  it  is  to  be  con- 
si^c^e,!,  between  the  Government  and  its  citizens,  as 
oj^e.or  the  caluii^ities  of  war.  It  may  be  pre.sumed 
ti»i  Ifie  circumstance  of  the  boaU,  wagon,  and  cartj 
Wag^mpressed  by  the  Government  to  perform  services 
v»ljaCle  to  It,  ;n,y  create  some  equitable  considerations 
in  fjv>r  of  the  petitioners.  It  is,  however,  believed  by 
thci-t^mittee.  not  to  be  sufficient  to  authorize  them 
to  jJl£^  the  claitn;  they,  therefore,  recommend  to  the 
noiist^  the  following  rewlution  : 

[I^i^Ived,  Th»*t  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
ntjt^to'be  graul.;d. 

Jfflti  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  reason 
thjij  he  thoughf  the  principles  of  the  report  oues- 
tiojakle,  and  i^ivolviug  a  case  of  great  hard>hip 
arfafir*t  the  p.ititioners.  moved  that  the  report 
sltcjjllj  he  on  tfje  table. 

■'^bjs  motion, was  also  supported  by  Mr  Coop- 
EH,^f  Delawarie,  who  desired  further  time  to  re- 
nvoi *n  the  suljject. 

;JJr!  Aleianper,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Ya.ncey,  of 
IXoJilj  Caroliu...  opposed  this  motion, and  further 
e^li»jned  the  <rtrcutustaDces  of  this  ca^e,  which. 

•  « 

>  »  i 


though  a  case  of  hardship,  was  one  in  which  the 
Congress  were  under  no  obligation,  legal  or  equi- 
table, to  indemnify  the  petitioners. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  was 
negatived;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  havin<y 
been  required  by  Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  the 
question  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  was  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative.  For  the  report  80,  against 
it  43,  as  follows: 

Yeas— .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Bard,  Harnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Clark,  Corn- 
stock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Deno- 
yelles.  Desha,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk  of  .New  York,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphrevs,  Irving,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum, 
Lefferts.  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McKee,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lean, Moore,  Nelson,  Parker,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  V  irginia,  Sunford.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair, 
Ldree,  \ose  William.,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigclow,  Brig- 
ham,  Butler,  Caperton.  Cox,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hawkins,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  John- 
son of  V  irginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachu- 
setts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley.  Pearsoix 
Pickering,  Potter.  Ruggles,  Sheffey.  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Sturges.  Taggart.  Taylor,  Thompson.  Troup, 
Ward  of  Maa.achu.etUi,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Win- 
ter. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Ihequesiion  depending  on  yesterday'sadjourn- 
ment  was.  on  a  mutiou  of  Mr.  Oakley,  of  New 
Yurk.  to  strike  out  the  18th  fundamental  rule  for 
the  government  of  the  bank,  which  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  : 

18.  [During  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  be- 
tween  the  Lnited  States  and  Great  Britain,  all  the 
vote,  of  the  said  corjK)ration.  whether  payable  at  the 
seat  of  the  bank  ,n  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere,  shaH 
be  payable  in  other  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  in 
Treasury  notes  or  ,n  gold  and  silver  com,  Vt  the  bank 

cant  '1?  ■  ^'^"'^j«'P»»'«.  -t  the  option  ;f  the  appli- 
cant At  all  the  office,  of  discount!  depo.ite  and  d,^ 
ribution,  and  of  deposite  and  distribution  only,  e.tabT 
•shed  as  aforesaid,  and  at  all  the  banks  employed  in 
co7oor.f"'^  '^"  as  aforesaid,  the  note,  of"  th'  said 
corpo  ation,  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war, 
shall  be  payable  in  other  notes  of  the  said  corporation 

21u  »  m""^'  "°^»  «"'>•  And]  the  said  corporation 
shall,  at  all  times,  dutnbute  among  the  offices  and 
banks  aforesaid,  a  sufficient  sum  in  the  vanou.  de- 
nominations of  the  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  and 
in  1  rea.ury  note^  to  answer  the  demand  therefor,  and 
oestabish  a  sufficient  circulating  medium  throughout 
the  Lnited  Sutes  and  the  Territories  thereof. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Low.vdes.  Mr.  Oak- 
ley modihed  his  motion  so  as  to  strike  out  that 
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part  odI'/ of  the  rule  which  is  in  brackets;  and, 
after  some  remarks  in  opposition  Irom  Mr.  Fisk. 
the  motion  was  agreed  lo — ayes  82. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
mainder of  this  rule,  by  adding  after  the  words 
"Treasury  notes,"  the  words  "which  it  may  re- 
ceive upon  deposite  of  the  Government."  Agreed 
to. 

The  19th  rule  having  been  read,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

19.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  be  furnished  from  time 
to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  exceeding  once 
a  week,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  said  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to 
the  same  ;  of  the  moneys  deposited  therein  ;  of  the 
note*  in  circulation,  and  of  the  cash  in  hand;  and 
shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in 
the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  the  said  state- 
ment :  Provided,  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to 
imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the  account  of  any  private 
individual  or  individuals  with  the  Sank. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  strike  out  this  rule.  If 
the  Government  had  no  interest  in  or  control  over 
the  institution,  he  saw  no  reason  or  propriety  in 
the  United  States  having  a  right  to  inspect  the 
proceedings  or  state  of  the  bank. 

To  this  Mr.  Calhoun  replied,  that  there  was 
an  obvious  propriety  in  the  United  States  having 
the  right  to  inspect  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  to  as- 
certain whether  its  deposites,  &.c..  would  be  safe 
in  Its  hands. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  rule  was  negatived. 

The  10th  section,  making  the  notes  of  the  bank 
receivable  in  all  payments  of  the  United  Stales, 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  CALHonN,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
strike  it  from  the  bill  ;  assigning,  as  a  reason  for 
this  motion,  that  as  the  United  States  were  now, 
by  the  amendments  which  had  taken  place,  di- 
vested of  all  control  over  the  operations  of  the 
bank,  it  would  be  proper,  in  self-defence,  for  the 
Government  to  retain  in  its  hands  the  power  to 
make  the  notes  of  the  bank  receivable  or  not,  to 
protect  it  against  misconduct  or  attempt  at  con- 
trol by  the  bank. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

On  motionof  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  section  author- 
izing the  suspension,  on  proclamation  of  the  Pres- 
ident, ol  specie  payment,  in  certain  cases  and  for 
certain  periods,  was  stricken  out  without  debate 
cr  division. 

The  13th  section  of  the  bill,  which  pledges  the 
faith  of  Congress,  not  to  establish  any  other  bank 
during  the  continuance  (ifthe  charter— being  read. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  except,  from  this  pro- 
hibition, the  Banking  Associations  existing  within 
the  Di.strict  of  Columbia,  not  at  present  incorpo- 
rated. 

Agreed  to  ;  and  the  bill  having  been  gone 
through,  the  Committee  recurred,  on  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Lowndes,  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lowndes  made  a  motion,  which  he  sup- 
ported, by  a  tram  of  reasoning  [iredicaled  on  the 
impracticability  and  anwieldiness  of  so  large  a 


moneyed  institution  as  this  bank  was  proposed  to 
be,  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the  bank  from  fifty  to 
thirty  five  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  motion  with  much 
zeal,  defending  the  proposed  amount  of  capital 
on  the  ground  of  the  proposed  appropriation  of 
fifteen  millions  of  the  Treasury  notes  for  the  pur- 
chase of  existing  stock,  dec. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  and  Mr.  Forsyth  supported 
Mr.  Lowndes's  motion,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  re- 
plied to  them. 

The  motion  was,  in  the  end,  negatived  as  fol- 
lows :  F«r  the  motion  56,  against  it  75. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  an  amendment 
was  adopted  lo  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  chang- 
ing the  lime  of  subscription  lo  conform  itio  the 
intimations  he  had  before  given. 

On  motion  of  the  delegate  from  Missouri,  the 
town  of  St.  Luuis  was  inserted  as  one  of  those  at 
which  subscriptions  should  be  received,  and  J.  B. 
C.  Lucas,  Alexander  Stuart,  and  Bernard  Pratt, 
named  as  Commissioners  ;  and.  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fisk,  of  Vermont.  Windsor  in  that  State  was 
also  inserted,  and  Elias  Lyman,  William  Lever- 
ing, and  Eleazer  May  named  as  Commissioners. 

Various  other  amendments  were  proposed  to 
the  bill,  some  of  which  were  adopted  and  some 
rejected.  At  length  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill  as  amended. 

The  bill  having  been  so  interleaved  and  inter- 
lined with  amendments  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  that  ilie  Clerk  himself  could  scarcely  ar- 
range them  or  the  Speaker  stale  them  to  the 
House,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed  as  amended. 

-Mo.NDAY,  November  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  lo  inquire  what 
provisions,  by  law,  are  necessary  to  be  made  for 
the  defence  of  the  Western  and  Norihwesiera 
frontiers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Humphreys, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exAediency 
of  authorizing,  by  law.  the  payment  ol  the  offi- 
cers lately  under  the  command  of  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackson,  and  in  the  service  ol  the  United 
States,  for  transporting  their  baggage  from  Nat- 
chez to  Nashville,  in  the  year  1813;  and  also, for 
the  transportation  of  their  baggage  from  the  said 
State  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,  on  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians,  and  on  their 
return  from  said  Territory  lo  the  State  of  Teo- 
nessee. 

TAX  ON  CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  and  maintaining  public  credit,  by 
laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
persons,  and  the  harness  thereof;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  : 
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^°^*'"'""  ^5,  1814.         iDg  or  repiiring  the  public  buildinf»,  Ac,  report  that, 

iH  :  INo  subject  of  internal  taxation  has.  in  lU  col-  •mong  the  first  steps  deemed  necewary  in  discharge  ot 
m,  been  attended  with  so  much  difficulty,  as  the  I  the  duties  assigned  them,  they  caused  the  Superintend- 
on  carnages,  either  under  the  old  or  existing  sys-  j  ent  oi  the  City  to  luy  before  them  the  reporU  of  several 
^  between  which  there  is  a  close,  though  not  an  en-  architecU  and  mechanics  of  reputed  skill  and  charac- 
Jresemblanre.  This  difficulty  may  be  intrinsic,  or  |  ^er,  who  had,  at  his  request,  examined  the  remains  of 
proceed  from  the  incorrectness  of  the  principle  on  I  the  public  buildings,  all  of  whom  reported,  a;=  their 
h  the  duty  is  laid.  After  making  a  fair  allowance  I  opinion,  that  the  walls  generally  had  not  been  mate- 
pe  first  circumstance,  I  am,  on  a  full  consideration  !  ^'a"y  damaged,  and  were  not  rendered  unsafe  or  insuf- 
)e  bubject,  sntisfied  that  the  principle  of  the  exist-  j  ficient  to  rebuild  on,  conformably  either  to  the  former 
_  tict  is  incorrect.  This  conviction  is  corroborated  I  P'«n.  or  to  some  variations  suggested,  or  such  as  may 
by  ire  abundant  evidence  on  the  files  of  the  revenue  I  he  adopted  as  improvements  in  the  rebuilding, 
ofjl,  .  that  the  duty  is  extremely  unequal.     This  is  in  j       These   reports  were   accompanied   by  estimate*  of 

Jt    th^^jr^^  ^        ""   '''"'f^''   "^  ^'T\r  ^"'"^     "^^^  ^■^•^''"  fi^»»  '■°«'  °^'^^^  buildingJappeaT.  to  have 
th*)    those  which  pay  seven,  and  even  ten  dollars.  ben  $1.215,1 10  10. 

;J  iJB  inequality  pu*cct'd8  from  the  erroneous  princi-  '  With  the  view  of  better  understanding  the  grounds, 
ply  |n  which  cacriages  are  classed,  the  leading  feature  and  probable  accuracy  of  the  report*  and  estimates,  the 
of  \iiuch  18  the  kind  of  springs  on  which  they  hang,  j  committee  attended  personally  at  the  Capitol,  and  ex- 
wliiih  IS  rarely  a  true  criterion  of  their  value.  '  amined  the  state  of  that  building,  where,  after  a  con- 

a*  seems  to  be  universally  admitted  that  the  duty  i  ference,  and  making  such  inquiries  of  an  architect  on 
»h«)i  Id  be  graduated  according  to  the  value  of  the  j  the  spot,  as  were  considered  proper,  they  were  induced 
cart  ;ige.  ,  to  believe  that  the  walls  of  both  wings  of  the  Capitol 

^  e«l  a  confidence  in  the  opinion  that  no  clasaifica-  i  may  be  safely  built  on,  and  that  the  estimated  expense 
ticpi  founded  on-  name  or  form,  can  equitably  equal-  ;  of  about  .$2.'')<),0(>0  for  repairing  the  same,  was  as  near- 
iz<j  lin  duty.  This  will  be  manifest  from  considering  j  ly  accurate,  and  as  much  to  be  relied  on,  as  could  be 
th;;  euseless  artjvUy  of  human  ingenuity  in  devising  reasonably  expected,  or  as  circumstances  either  admit- 
nfew  t  >rm8,  especially  where  the  caprice  of  fashion  [  ted  or  required. 
nH.f.  perhaps,  a^ore  imperiously  than  reason,  and  nov-         With  the  foregoing  information,  the  committee  pro- 


eUy  Jnd  ornament  are  more  esteemed  than  utility. 

/I  i^e  only  remaining  resort  is,  a  classification  accord- 
inij  ->  the  value,  which,  I  think,  presents  the  fewest 
diff:  olties,  and  v^hich,  besides  the  attainment  of  a  just 
equ,  Uty,  will  be  dttende,!  with  many  other  benefiu.  I 
h*»T  accordintcly,  taken  the  liberty  to  form  a  bill  on 
this   .rinciple. 

Il,  the  propone)!  bill  should  not  be  accepted  by  the 
Ccfii  kpittee  of  Ways  and  .Means,  a  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic i  terests  calls  for  the  expression  of  the  opinion,  that 
it  i*  |J  be  indispciQsable  to  ^ake  three  radical  amend- 
ing.t«  in  the  existing  act: 

•f\rit.  To  lay  the  duty  on   all 


carriages  not  eiclu- 


ceeded  to  a  due  and  general  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter referred  to  them,  and  readily  came  to  the 
decision,  that  it  was  expedient,  either  to  repair  the  late 
buildings,  or  to  build  others  in  their  stead  on  different 
sitea;  but  as  it  appeared  that  the  latter  could  not  be 
effected  without  incurring  a  great  additional  expense, 
so  much  greater,  as  the  committee  conceived,  than 
would  be  counterbalanced  by  any  "  public  interest  or 
convenience,"  to  be  derived  from  a  "  change  of  sites," 
they  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
make  such  a  change.  Connected  with  this  part  of  the 
duty  prescribed  by  the  committee,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper that  they  should  state  to  the  House  the  repre- 


w 
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.i;  dund.  To  inf  rease  the  penalty  for  not  entering  a 
c*«r  1^. 

7  \ird.  To  define  what  is  meant  by  "  iron  springs," 
e|u  ■stance  whicjh.  according  to  the  opinions  of  seven- 
th r  out  of  twenty-one  respectable  coachmakers,  in 
diff.  ,>fit  partj  of  the  United  States,  now  before  me, 
cam  ')t  exist.  .Agreeably  to  this  opinion,  as  it  corre* 
spoiJCs  with  my  own,  it  will  become  my  duty,  unle 


ah(e&>'  employed  jn  husbandry  or  the  transportation  of    mentations  of  sundry  individuals,  who  allege,  and  offer 
go<H»4     Under  tfee   present  equivocal  provision  some     ^  prove,  that  the  designation  of  the  present  sites  by 
abusLg  arc  practised,  and  much  greater  arc  expected,     ^''^^''^'^nt  Washi5ot«m, who  possessed  full  power, hav- 
hi|l.  iuay,  peiUaps,  prove  the  act  incapable  oi  «xe-     '"?  ^®"  always  considered  by  him  as  part  of  the  per- 
manent plan  of  the  city,  they  purchased  at  very  ad- 
vanced prices,  and  improved  lots,  on  the  faith  of  those 
designations  near  those  sites,  the  supposed  permanency 
whereof  has  eversince  susUined  the  valueof  all  adjacent 
and  contiguous  property;  but  that,  if  those  sites  were  now 
to  be  altered  without  some  equivalent  public  establwh- 
ment  being  made  thereon,  they  apprehended  that  thip 
I  property  would  become  comparatively  valueless  during 
the  lifetime  ef  the  present  holders  at  least.  The  commit- 
tee, however,  desire  it  to  be  understood  that  other  views 
and  considerations  having  induced  their  decision  on 
this  member  of  the   resolution,  under  which   their  in- 
quiries were  directed,  they  did  not  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion of,  or  give  any  opinion  of  the  force  or  valid- 
ity of  these  considerations. 

From  the  suggestions  of  the  architects  consulted,  and 
also  from  the  observations  of  the  committee,  they  are 
of  opinion  that  parts  of  the  walls,  arches,  and  columns, 
of  the  late  buildings,  are  in  a  state  requiring  a  small 
expense  for  workmanship  and  materials,  to  preserve 
them  frum   injury  by  the  weather,   and   from    falling 
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the  Ituting  act  ^e  altered,  to  instruct  the  collectors  to 
rew-  -e  the  lowest  duty  for  the  various  classes  of  car- 
najj  ~(.  however  «xpensive  and  elegant  in  their  struc 
turt  tvhich  hangjon  iron  jacks  or  bows,  or  anv  other 
f  am.  With  great  respect, 
8.  H 
11 


uon  .ubfitance. 


\ 


SMITH. 


Sechetaut  or  the  Treaslht. 


W 

lf\  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

IVnJfl  Lewis  of  Virginia,  from  the  comraittec  on 
tht^i^bject,  maiie  the  following  report: 

^;?'il*^»^"'\'^'i  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  I  down,  thereby'  endangering  the  vaulting  whichsupr 
dirtcfcig  them  to  enquire  :nto  the  expediency  of  rebuild- I  ports  some  of  the  floors,  and  which  at  present  is  very 
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Utile,  if  at  all,  weakened  by  the  burning  ;  but  as  there 
is  no  money  applicable  to  the  payment  of  such  expense, 
inconsiderable  as  it  may  be,  the  committee  beg  leave 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  an  appropriation  for  that 
object. 

The  committee  think  it  not  irrelative  to  the  object 
of  their  inquiries,  though  it  is  not  specifically  enjoined, 
to  state,  also,  that  the  several  banks  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  desirous  of  facilitating  an  object  so  inter- 
esting to  the  District,  have  made  a  formal  and  binding 
offer,  in  writing,  to  advance  on  loan  to  the  CJovcrn-  , 
ment,  upon  reasonable  terms,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  pur- 
pose of  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  President's  house, 
Capitol,  and  public  offices. 

Conformably  to  the  foregoing  statement,  the  com- 
mittee ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  reported  a  bill,  making  appro- 
priations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  in  the  City  of  Washington.  [The  bill 
proposes  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  to  cause  to  be  forthwith  rebuilt  or  repaired 
the  public  buildings,  on  their  present  sites;  and, 
for  this  purpose  exclusively,  to  borrow  such  sum 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose,  from  the 
banks  or  individuals  within  the  District.]  Twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Stanforu  offered,  for  consideration,  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join' 
8Uch  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  present 
Chambers  of  the  two  Houses  can  be  so  altered,  or 
otherwise  improved,  as  to  be  rendered  more  convenient 
for  their  deliberations,  or  better  rooms  provided  during 
the  present  session,  within  a  convenient  distance  of  the 
public  offices. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  resolve, 
after  the  word  "deliberations." — Negatived,  72 
to  48. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolve  on  the  table. — Negatived. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  moved  to  add,  at  the  end  of  the 
resolve,  the  words  "  wiihiD  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington." 

Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
meut,  by  adding,  after  those  words,  "in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia."— Agreed  to,  67  to  49. 

The  q  lestion  was  then  taken  on  the  ainead- 
ment,  as  amended,  and  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  motion 
of  Mr.  Stanford,  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lew- 
is, Pearson  of  North  Carolina,  Farrow  of  South 
Carolina;  and  supported  by?  Messrs.  Stanford 
and  Grosvenor. 

Mr.  Farrow  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  indefinitely,  which 
motion  was  negatived. — For  the  postponement 
60.  against  it  6t3. 

Altersome  appropriate  objections  by  Mr.GuoL- 
SON,  of  Virginia,  the  question  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolve  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows:—  For  the  resolve  62,  against  it  60. 

And  Messrs.  Stanford,  Grosvenor,  Robert- 
son, Lewis,  and  Pearson,  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendments,  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  section  having 
been  taken  up. and  the  question  being  about  to  be 
put  generally  ;  on  motion,  of  Mr.  Fohsvth.  the 
question  was  divided,  and  first  put  on  agreeing  to 
such  amendments  as  add  places  of  subscription 
and  names  of  Commissioners;  and.  with  modi- 
fications, tiiat  class  of  amendments  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  was  then  slated  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments,  which  go  to  change  the  times 
and  mode  of  subscription,  viz:  to  make  the  num- 
ber of  shares  five  hundred  thousand,  at  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  instead  of  one  hundred  thousand,  at 
five  hundred  dollars;  to  be  subscribed  and  paid 
in  on  the  two  last  days  of  January  next,  and  the 
three  last  days  of  each  succeeding  mouth  of  the 
year  1815. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia, 
said  he  bad  no  idea  of  renewing,  at  this  time,  the 
debate  on  this  subject,  having  already  expressed 
his  sentiments  on  this  project.  He  wished  it  at 
the  same  time  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  he 
was  not  prevented  from  doing  so  by  any  signs  of 
impatience  exhibited  in  the  House;  because  he 
should  never  be  deterred  from  doing  his  duty  by 
any  emotion  which  might  be  thereby  excited. 
But  he  thought  it  fair,  for  the  gentlemen  who  ad- 
vocated the  amendments  made  by  the  committee 
to  this  bill,  to  make  it  as  per.'^ect  as  they  could; 
and  reserved  the  right,  when  the  bill  should  be 
perfected,  to  make  such  remarks  as  the  subject 
should  appear  to  him  to  call  for.  As.  howerer, 
the  House  had  not  expressed  their  sense  directly, 
on  the  subject  of  the  change  of  the  principles  of 
the  bill,  he  should  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  first  question  which  should  involve  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  mam  amendment. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  section  were  iheo 
all  agreed  to  ;  and  the  section  was  further  amend- 
ed, on  suggestion  of  various  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Brigham  moved  to  strike  oiit  Jifty,  and  to 
insert  twenty-five  millions,  as  the  capital  o{  the 
;  bank.      In  support  of  this  motion,  he  observed, 
,  that  the  professed  objects  of  the  bill  were,  to  re- 
i  store  public  credit,  and  establish  a  sufficient  circu- 
lating medium.    To  effect  these  important  objects, 
1  it  is  intended  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  forty-four 
I  millions  of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes,  and  in  such 
;  small  denominations  as  shall  be  accommodated  to 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  life.     The  whole  of 
the  Treasury  notes  are  to  be  put  into  circulation 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  become  the  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country.     If  it  were  possi- 
ble to  throw  these  notes  into  circulation  in  the 
term  of  twelve  months,  it  would  deluge  the  coun- 
try with  paper  money,  under  the  name  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  and  they  would  depreciate  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  you  throw  into  the  market.     It  is 
now  pretty  well  ascertained,  that  this  desQriptioa 
of  notes.  DOW  in  circulation,  have  depreciated  20 
per  cent.  ;  and  if  you  obtain  eighty  cents  only  for 
the  dollar,  the  Government  in  the  first  outset  will, 
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crlibe  forty  four  millions  of  dollars,  make  a  sac- 
rilj;e  of  eight  millions  eight  hundred  thousand. 
T^is  will  notVestore  public  credit,  nor  secure  the 
cofi^dence  of  ^he  people  in  the  wisdom  or  ability 
of^he  ^ ....  .        ^ 


pu 


e  Government,  oor  will  it  raise  the  price  of 
fee  wholo  capital  stock  of  the  bank  ib  to  con 


-■4110  stock 
Pffcie  who] 
sii4  qf  six  railljons  of  dollars  in  specie,  and  forty- 
folf  ;raiiiioDs  in  Treasury  notes;  making,  in  the 
wi^jh.  a  capitfil  stock  of  fifty  millions  of'dollars. 
Tl|(;  forty-fou?*  millions  in  these  paper  notes  will 
no^be  the  rrpresentfcti?e  of  specie  or  of  wealth. 
buMhe  representative  of  national  poverty— of  an 
enl rhous  debs ;  and  uill  be  evidence,  in  the  hands 
of  iV.-ry  individual  who  shall  hold  them,  of  a  pub- 
e;bt,  whicli  he  or  they  must  be  taxed  to  pay. 
ir,  B.  said,;that  hi'  did  not  believe  there  could 
band  six  millions  of  dollars  in  specie  within 
hmiis  of  these  United  States,  that  would  a.sso- 
!  and  ketjf  company  with  forty-four  millions 
reasury  nptes.  And  it  was  not  reasonable  to 
su  pose  that  ibe  capitalists  of  the  country  would, 
for  the  priviUge  of  operating  on  .-ix  millions  of 
sp«  le,  on  banliing  principles  loan  to  the  Govern- 
~  t  forty-foi^r  millions.  Yet.  this  is  the  condi- 
upon  whii;h  the  bank  is  to  go  into  operation  ; 
.the  bank  will  not  be  authorized  to  operate  on 
th»<:iix  millions  until  they  shall  have  purchased 


fo 


m« 
tic 
I 

th«<; 

ihtj forty- four  millions  of  dollars  in  Treasury 
notjs;  and  without  this  purchase  the  prime  ob- 
jecjofthe  bilhwill  be  defeated,  and  the  exigen- 
cieiof  the  Gov«;rnraeut  in  no  part  provided  for  or 
satf  fied. 

i-At,  said  Mr,  B  .  if  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank 

educed  frop  fifty  to  twenty-five  millions  of 
^„ia...   ..  —  .  I 1         .. 

1  » «■  I  ^'  *j    \^  X     kucL     1.  nj  uiii.iv.     t*  lilt     iiiivwiniir     ww\  r\  *r       n  •     _  ^  _.  — 

,    --.,   ...^   p 

cur^stances  ofihe  country  will  not  justify  the 
esljAlishmeni  ^f  a  bank  of  fifty  millions.  If  it  is 
desfcoed  that  i^e  bank  shall  issue  their  paper  upon 
thaf  part  of  il^^;  capital  stock  which  consists  of 
^-<ury  note^i.  then,  according  to  the  ordinary 


Tr 


1  r(si.<i 

priiLrples  of  Ijanking.  the  ban'k   may  i.sVu'e"  one 

hur^lred  raillioysof  dollars  in  their  bilLs.  and  every 

;  knows  thai  the  bank  will  not.  cannot,  redeem 
?normous  »uin  of  paper  with  six  millions  of 

Be  only,     ^f  course,  the  bank  notes  or  bills 

^d  under  such  circumstances.and  iasuch  pro- 
jo.  will  be  <>f  no  more  value  than  paper  mon- 

lod  must  ruin  thousands  of  our  lellow-citi- 

^  unless  yoii  make  a  tender  law,  and  that  will 

Irase  the  niifschiefs  and  distress  the  nation. 

J  the  days  of  our  national  prosperity,  it  was 
supapjsed  that  tjie  whole  amount  of  specie' within 
lhe|i^  United  States  exceeded  thirty  millions  of 
dollars;  and  ilito  there  was  no  complaint  for 
war,;  ot  a  sufficJen:  circulating  medium,  nor  was 
iherj  complaiiii  for  ivant  of  specie  capital  in  the 
Uaifed  Slates'  pank,  la:elv  out  down,  whose  cap- 
ital kt(?ck  con.<iNiied  only  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 

Jars.t  put,  now,  !in  these  limes  of  public  embarrass  "'H""".  -i  lae  rate  ot  one  hundred  cenU  Jor  every 
mepi,  tvheo  thtire  is  not  more  than  fifteen  mil  ,^  '^'''f''' »'^"'"'' «"J  ••xty-hundrediha  of  a  grain  of 
lioi,4of  dollars  i^i  specie  within  the  limits  of  these  IflL"  "  ^V^  '''*''*''^'  °'  '"  ''^^"  '"''"'»"  8°''^  °' 
Unjtjd;  States,  ^ou  propose  to  establh  a  banT  IllctLTf^'n  .ct  --"' ."^-.P— ^<^d  ^^y }^<^  «"' 

» 


whose  capital  stock  shall  consist  of  fifty  millions 
ol  dollars  I 

To  pass  this  bill,  and  authorize  the  circulation 
of  forty-four  millions  of  paper  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  present  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
will  .surfeit  the  nation  with  paper,  and  will  crreatlv 
impair,  i(  not  wholly  destroy,  the  public  credit. 

It  IS  proposed  that  fifteen  millions  of  the  forty- 
four  of  these  Treasury  notes  shall  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  lo  enable  them  to  pay  the  same  amount  of 
the  public  debt.  Whoever  supposes  that  this  pro- 
vision will  entble  the  Government,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  sTnkiog 
Fund,  to  diminish  the  public  debt,  will  be  greatly 
deceived;  for,  if  the  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  are  sold  in  the  market,  as  they  have  been— 
that  IS. at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  discount— there 
will  be  a  sacrifice  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  So, 
by  this  provision,  instead  of  diminishing,  you  will 
increase  the  public  debt;  and,  to  make  the  best 
of  this  process,  you  will  only  change  the  name  or 
plan,  and  keep  the  debt. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  bill,  with 
Its  present  provision.s,  was  calculated  to  relieve 
the  Government  of  its  present  embarrassments,  or 
to  promote  the  public  interest  or  convenience 
did  he  think  this  system  to  be  practicable;  and 
he  hoped  that  the  motion  would  prevail,  and  that 
the  capital  stock  would  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Calhoun  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Brigham.  and  explained  the  process  by  which 
the  Treasury  notes,  which  appeared  to  alarm  the 
gentleman  so  much,  would  be  absorbed. 

Mr.  Low.NDEs,  of  South  Carolina,  explained,  at 
some  length  and  with  much  clearnes.s,  the  ob- 
jections he  entertained  to  the  present  magnitude 
of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  founded  on  the  dispro- 
portion ol  the  paper  to  the  specie  to  be  subscribed, 
and  the  impracticability  of  the  circulation  and 
absorption  of  so  much  paper.  He  concluded  his 
observations  by  intimating,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
he  (.Mr.  L.)  would  substitute  "thirty"  instead  of 
twenty. five"  as  the  amount  to  which  he  desired 
the  capital  of  the  bank  to  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Brigham  declined  to  vary  his  motion;  but 
subsequently  waived  it  until  the  House  should 
have  acted  on  all  the  amendments  proposed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  amendments 
to  the  second  section,  which  embrace  the  princi- 
ple ol  Mr.  Calhoi:n's  amendment,  and  which 
put  the  second  section  in  the  following  shape: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  It  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  person,  copartnerahip,  or  body  politic, 
to  8ub«cribe  for  so  many  shares  of  the  said  capiul 
stock  of  the  said  bank,  as  he,  she.  or  they,  shall  think 
tit;  and  the  sums  respectively  subscribed  shall  be  pay- 
able in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  six  mii- 
Uons  of  dollars  in  gold  or  silver  coin  of  the  United 
SUtes;  or  m  gold  coin  of  Spain,  or  the  dominions  of 
Spain,   at  the   rate  of  one   hundred    ccnU   for 


act  rtgulating  the  currency  of  foreign 
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coina  in  the  T'nited  States,  passed  tenth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six;  and  forty-four 
millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  such  gold  or  silver 
coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in  Treasury  notes  now  authorized, 
or  to  be  authorized,  to  be  issued  in  th»'  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifleen. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  amend  this  section  by 
adding  the  following  clause  to  the  end  thereof — 
which  motion  would  restore  the  principle  em- 
braced by  the  bill  as  first  reported,  viz: 

"  Or  in  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  con- 
tracted by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven 
millions  of  dollars,'  passed  the  14th  day  of  March, 
1 812,  or  contracted  by  virtue  of  any  subsequent  act  or  I 
acts  of  Congress  authorizing  a  loan  or  loans."  j 

This  question  was  decided,  without  debate,  by 
yeas  and  nays.     For  the  motion  45,  against  it  94,  | 
as  follows :  I 

YiAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bines,  Brigham,  Brown,  I 
Champion,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Dana,  Davis  ' 
of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Farrow,  P'lndley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  Mew  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Hubbard.  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Lewis, 
Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  ISelson,  Newton.  Par- 
ker, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sage,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Tannehill,  Taylor.  Telfair,  Udree,  Williams, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nais — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston.  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Baylies   of  Massachusetts,    Bayly   of  Virginia, 
Bowen,   Boyd,    Bradley,    Burwell.    Butler,   Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,    Cilley,    Clark,  Cooper. 
Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,   Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetu,  Desha,  Du- 
vall.    Earle.    Ely,    Evans,    Forney.  Gaston,    Glasgow, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Hale,  Harris.  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island.  Johnson  of  j 
Virginia,    Kennedy,    Kent    of   New    York,    Kent    of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  .Massachu- 
setts. King  of  North  Carolina.  Law,  Lovett.  Lowndes. 
Markell,    McKee,  .McLean.   Moore,  Moseley,  Oakley,  ' 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Plea.iants,  j 
Potter.   John   Reed,  William   Reed.   Rca  of  Pennsyl-  ' 
vania.  Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Ship-  [ 
herd.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  I 
Stockton,  Sturges.  Tallmadge.  Thompson,  Vose.  Ward 
of  MassachusetU.    Webster,    Wheaton,    White,   Wil- 
cox, Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yancey,      i 
So  the  motion  was  nesatived. 
A  motion  ol  Mr.  Gaston  was  more  successful, 
being  agreed  to,  to  amend  the  bill  by  sinking  out 
the  words  in  italic,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert,  in 
the  first  place,  the  words  -'on  each  share  twelve 
dollars,"    and    m    the    second    place    the    words 
"eighty-eight"- so   that    subscriptions  shall   be 
paid  in  the  proportion  of  twelve  dollars  in  specie 
and  eighty-eight  in  Treasury  notes,  on  each  share 
of  $100.  ^ 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Keutucky.  moved  lo  strike  out, 
in  the  latter  part  of  ihis  section,  the  words  "in 
such  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  or"— his 
object  being  to  require  Treasury  notes,  only,  to 
be  received  in  payment  of  the  eighty-eight  dollars 
on  each  share  allowed  to  be  paid  in  that  way. 
The  motion  was  negatived,  75  to  58. 

Mr.  Hawki.n.s,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  to 
add  after  the  words  ••  now  authorized,"  in  the  lat- 


ter clause  of  the  above  section,  the  words  "  to  be 
issued,"  his  object  being  to  allow  to  be  received 
in  payment  on  the  bank  shares  as  well  those 
Treasury  notes  now  in  circulation,  or  already 
authorized  to  be  put  in  circulation,  as  those  here- 
after to  be  authorized.  <fec.  The  motion  was 
nesatived.  yeas  26. 

The  question  on  the  amended  section  having 
been  divided,  was.  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kil- 
bourn, of  Ohio,  first  taken  on  striking  out  so 
npuch  of  the  original  second  section  of  the  bill  as 
limits  the  subscription  of  any  individual  or  body 
politic  (the  United  States  excepted)  to  1,000 
shares. 

This  part  of  the  amended  section  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  question  recurred  on  the  main 
principle  of  the  section  as  amended. 

Mr.  Grosvenoh,  of  New  York,  requested  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  concurrence 
with  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendment.  He  believed  the  plan  embraced 
in  the  amendments  iq  be  fanciful  and  wholly  im- 
practicable, and  such  as  would,  in  its  failure, 
prove  more  ruinous  in  its  consequences  to  the 
community  than  could  be  well  anticipated.  He, 
therefore,  desired  to  record  his  vote  against  if. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  amendment 
and  conjured  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  with 
himself  to  oppose  this  amendment,  embracing  a 
system  which,  he  said,  he  was  confident  would 
disappoint  the  hopes  of  its  projectors,  and  pros- 
trate  the   party    now   in    power.     If  the    House 
should  determine  to  exclude  the  holders  of  the 
stock  of  ihe  United  States  from  any  participation 
in  the  subscription,  and  should   permit  the  bank 
to  go  into  operation,  as  was  proposed,  whenever 
$13,200,000  should  be  subscribed,  it  would  fall 
wholly  into  the  hands  of  the  opponents  of  the 
present  Administration,  who  would  never  lend 
the  United  States  a   cent  of  the  capital  of  the 
bank,  but  employ  it  as  far  as  possible  in  opposing 
the    measures   of  the   Government.     The    very 
moment  the  subscription  is  opened,  Mr.  F.  said, 
it  would   be  filled    by  those  who  have  modestly 
told  you  that  they  alone  are  competent  to  carry 
on  the  operations  of  the  Government,  and  its  in- 
fluence be  employed  against  the  measures  of  the 
Government.     Rather  than  follow  such  an  igni9 
faiuus  as  this,  Mr.  F".  said,  he  would  take  his  hat, 
make  his  bow,  and  retire  from  the  House  at  once. 
The  bill   did  not  contain   a  single  provision  to 
oblige  a  man  to  pay  in  his  subscription  in  Treas- 
ury notes.     The  bill,  he  said,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended,  would    completely  disappoint  its  pro- 
jectors.    In  the  first  place  it  would  shut  out  our 
friends,  all  the  subscribers  to  the  old  slock  who 
have  exhausted  their  funds,  and  in  the  next  place 
the  only  subscribers  to  the  bank  would  be  those 
who  wish   us,  as  they  say,  to   retire  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  who  have  not  aided  us  very  much 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.     They  are  under 
no  obligation  by  this  bill  to  loan   money  to  the 
Government^-and   they    would    not    do  it  until 
better  limes  dnd   better  men  being  in  the  Gov- 
ernment (according  to  their  modest  opinion  of 
themselves)  should  authorize  them  in  doing  it. 
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!.«.,  1- .  saiu  ii»-  was  lor  laKiog  a  pract 
inVvhatever  he    did,   and,    therefore, 
nefer  agree  ki  such  a  system  as  this. 
f(r.  CalhoJ-n  said,  in  reply  to  thesi 


M.,  F.  said   h^  was  for  taking  a   practical  course     Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter.  John  Reed.  W.ll.am   Reed 
*hatPVPr   U    ,t.H     onH     ,K.,.i...     he    would     Re*  of  Pennsylvania.  Rich,  RoberUon.Ruggl^ Sharp 

Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  Virginia.  Stanford.  Stock- 
ton. Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,   Vose.  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,    Webster,    Wheaton,    White,   Wilcox 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson.  Brigham,  Brown,  Cham- 
pion, Comstock,  Condict.  Conard,  Dana,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley 
Fisk  of  Vermont.  Forsyth.  Franklin.  Gholson.  GrifFin, 
Orosvenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hawkin^n,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hungerford.  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky.  Kennedy,  LefTerts,  Lewis,  Lyie,  Macon. 
McCoy,  McKim,  Moseley,  Nelson,   Newton,   Parker 


,  /  -  ..lese  remarks, 
th}i|  u  was  a  Jipund  rule  in  legislation,  not  to  act 
will  a  view  tf  benefit  one  or  another  party,  but 
will  a  view  tr  promote  the  national  good.     If  a 

f  "^'  'o  ^'I^.^'^.<='^^  'o  prop  up  this  or  that 
pajy,  Mr.  C.  »aid,  it  should  not  receive  his  sanc- 
tioj,  Iq  moving  the  amendment,  he  said,  he  had 
no  Jbeen  governed  by  views  of  so  limited  a  char- 
actir.  He  hail  regarded  the  nation  as  a  nation.  I 
aoil  not  as   divided    into  two    political   parties. 


i  ThJ  subscription  was  equally  open  to   bolh   par-  I  ?ieS  ^or     Rh.^  ?f'  T ''''°"'   ^'V^""'  ^"^"' 

ti,.;,  and  ahhc^gh  the  moneyed  dass  attached  to  '  Smith  of  Prnnsvk.n.a    S^on^T'      kTV^T ' 
the^ul.ng  paryr  aiight  be  exhausted,  the  farming  !  TelfaV  Udree    fc  ' «    Z^ 
.nt.Je>t  was  n.jt  in  so  miserable  a  situation.     Mr     v.nia.  ^^  •"'•ms.  and    W.Ison  of  Pcnn•yl- 

C. -jiras  not  wiping  to  recognise  the  correctness  of        An.I  rhp  Hmm.o  ,^- 
thejpicture  w&ich  the  gentleman  had  drawn  of  ^^  "°"'^  adjourned. 

thi.'|^veat    RfHubhcan    party,  as    exhausted    and  " 

mp*e;;less.     A^lthougi^    there    was    great   capital 

ot^  f:iT  side,  sc<  there  ivas  on  the  other;  and  it  is 

our^(!ast  that  jhe  yeoinanry,  the  substantial  part         ...     ^  .     , 

ortke^populaiit)n,  are  on  that  side  of  the  question         ^ne  House  resumed    the  consideration  of  the 

to  vjl.lch  we  bt;long.     The  very  amendments  pro-     7"k'  wf  ''.    ^^  f  "^nclment.  of  the  Committee 

pc*>*d;aDd  nuNJr  objected  to,  present  the  opporlu-  i  "•    u     rY        1  o  '''^  '"i'  '"  '"corporate  the  Bank 

ni,)hf.  every  (»apitalist,  however  inconsiderable  '       rlr"  foiled  States  of  America. 

toisiajre  in  ih4  capital  of  the  bank.  &.c    and  i..  I  ..^'T'  amendment  of    the    Committee   of    the 


Tuesday,  November  22. 
B.\NK  OF  THE  UMTED  STATES. 
The  House  resumed    the  consideration  of  the 


d^siniinate  iisibenefiis  all  over  the  country,  dec 
A-^l|)i»hecoQtr<sl  over  the  bank,  Mr.  C.  contended 
th»ljtlie  amendments,,  retaining  the  power  over 
deii-t^iies  and  .»f  making  the  bills  receivable  for 
tli4  ie'-enue  or.  otherwise,  gave  the  Government 
a  ^I'^ter  control  than  it  before  possessed  over 
th<|  Jperations  of  the  bank,  «tc.  Legislation  on 
paftt  principle^,  he  sajd,  must  ever  react  on  the 
paity  pursuing!  It.  He  would,  therefore,  oot  re- 
sort lo  It.  No.;  said  he;  rather  let  us  act  on  na- 
tion; i,  on  great:  principles 


nal  bill  (authorizing  the  Government  to  subscribe 
twenty  millions  to  the  capital  of  the  bank)  was 
concurred  in. 

The  anaendraent  being  under  consi.leration 
which  strikes  out  so  much  of  the  original  bill  as 
allows  to  the  Government  the  appointment  of 
hve  directors  of  the  bank— 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rob- 
ertson, Gholson,  aud  Wright,  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Grosvenoh,  and  Lewis. 

[The  advocates  of  this  amendment  contended 


V  p.  FisK  rejoined,  and  defended  with  his  usual  i  ,1 -.   ..  , v^«..uucu 

pou*  the  groufjd  he  had  taken.  '  V'*'  ''^^  power  of  appoinimeoi    of   five    of  the 

Nif.  Ingham^  of  Pennsylvania,  look  occasion  '  ^'^^<='°"  "^  ''>«^  bank  would  be  merely  nominal 
iQ  t,  hall  of  tim  Comnjittee  of  Ways  and  Means'  '  *"  ^*^  ^°^  control  over  the  operation.s  ol  the  losli- 
lo  J  M-laim  tii<<  operation  of  any  party  feelings  "i-"""'  'T'"*^^  control  would  be  much  better 
in  r«u'ommendij)g  to  tlie  House  the  system  advo- I  LL.  °^  "^^  P"'^'''  ^^  '^'^  Government 
catv  by  (he  gentleman  from  Vermont-from 
wlr.o.i,  a. though  he  a^jreed  with  him  in  opposi- 
tioo  o  the  present  amendment,  he  differed  as  to 
the  .«;oiinds  of  fiis  opposition. 

Ti  e  question  was  th*n  taken  by  yea.-*  and  nays 
on  agreeing  to  Jhe  2d  section  as  amended  and 
deci,  ;ed  in  .he  ^ffirmaHve.  For  the  amendmenr 
o7,  &.  lainst  It  o:i,  as  follows: 

,.  'M'  i»-Me88rs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Harnett.  Bav- 
l^\^  ^Massachi^tts,  lUyly  of  Virginia.  BigeloW, 
Hini?!  ^owen,    I^radbury.   Bradley,    Burwell,  Butler 

Caf^fcuh,    Cal.'  ' ' 

Cla?kJ  (Jox,  iJn 


Withhold  Its  deposites.  dec.  On  the  other  band 
It  was  said  that  a  large  majority  of  the  directors' 
would  probably  be,  in  future,  as  thev  have  been 
heretofore,  adverse  to  the  politics  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  unless  properly  guarded,  would  be 
disposed  to  thwart  its  operations,  and  favor  the 
views  of  Its  opponents,  dec. J 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
tee ol  the  VV  hole  in  this  amendment  to  the  bill 
was  decided-for  the  amendment  86,  against  it 
b4.  as  follows  :  * 

^f^'T'J!*'""-    ^'*'o"'  B«T''e«   of  MassachusetU. 
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Ijownden,  Markell,  McKee,  McKim,  Miller,  .Moseley, 
Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin.  Potter.  John  Reed, 
Rich,  Ruggles,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd. 
Skinner.  Smith  of  New  York.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges.  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Vose.  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
•ey.  Webster,  Wheaton,  White.  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  .\nderson.  Barbour. 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Cannon,  Clop- 
ton,  Comstock,  Conard.  Culhbert,  Dana,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Farrow,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
•on,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin.  Hall,  Harris,  Hawcs, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerford. Ingham,  Johnson  of  Va.,  Kennedy,  KillK>urn, 
Lefferts,  Lyic,  -Macon.  McCoy.  McLean,  Moore,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong.  Tan- 
nehill,  Telfair,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  amendments  to  the  bill. 

When  the  House  came  to  that  amendment  to 
the  10th  rule  for  the  government  of  the  bank, 
which  is  expressed  in  the  following  words  :  "But 
the  said  corporation  may  sell  any  part  of  the 
public  debt  whereof  its  s^iock  shall  be  composed;'' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Forsyth  so  to 
amend  this  amendment  as  to  make  it  read  as 
follows :  '•  But  the  said  corporation  shall  not  sell 
any  part  of  the  public  debt  whereof  its  stock 
shall  be  composed,  during  the  present  war." 

After  a  debate  of  considerable  length  and 
warmth,  the  question  on  the  motion  to  amend 
the  amendment  was  decided — for  the  motion  64, 
against  the  motion  73,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barnett, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Chappell,  Clopton.  Comstock,  Conard, 
Creighlon,  Cuthberl,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles.  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans.  Farrow. 
Fisk  of  New  York.  Forsyth.  Franklin,  GhoUon,  Good- 
wyn. Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys.  Hungerford,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia.  Kennedy,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
McCoy,  .McKim,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Sevier.  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Tannehili,  Telfair,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Wright. 

^ATS — Messrs.  Alston,  Avery,  BarboQr,  Bard,  Bay- 
lies of  Ma.<i8achusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham.  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Cillcy,  Clark,  Crawford,  Crouch, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachuscttt^,  Ely, 
Forney,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvrnor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck, 
Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Law,  Lewis.  Markell.  .McKee,  Moore,  Moseley, 
Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Potter,  William 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania.  Rich.  Ruggles,  Sharp, 
Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Tall- 
madge, Taylor,  Thompson.  Troup,  Vose.  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Wilcox,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 


The  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth  haring  been  thus 
rejected — 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  as  first  above  stated,  was  amended  by 
adding  thereto  the  following,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Rich  : 

"  Provided,  that,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  war,  the  said  corporation  shall  not,  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  sell  or  dispose  of  their  public 
debt  to  an  amount  above  ten  millions  of  dollars." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ingha.m.  of  Penn- 
sylvania, further  to  amend  the  said  amendment 
by  adding  to  it  as  follows:  'nor  after  the  war 
any  part  thereof  at  a  price  less  thao  its  par 
value."     This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Other  amendments  were  then  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  to  the  12lh  rule  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  bank  is  to  strike  out  the  following 
clause  : 

"  But  the  said  corporation  shall  be  bound  to  loan  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  thirty  millions 
of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  in  such  sums,  and  at  such  periods  as,  con- 
sistently with  the  objects  of  the  Government,  may  be 
made  mutually  convenient  to  the  Government  and 
the  corporation,  whenever  any  law  or  laws  shall  au- 
thorize and  require  such  loan  or  loans." 

The  question  on  concurring  in  this  amend- 
ment was  decided  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alston,  Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bay- 
lies of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow, 
Boyd.  Bradley,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Craw- 
ford. Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Duvall,  Ely,  Forney, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck. 
Hulbert,  Ingersoll.  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Mc- 
Kee, McKim,  McLean,  Miller,  Moore,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Sturges,  Tallmadge.  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster.  Wheaton,  White.  Wilcox.  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yancey — 86. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barbour, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Cannon,  Chrippell,  Clopton,  Com- 
stock, Conard,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoy- 
elles, Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gbolson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Gnffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ing- 
ham, Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kershaw, 
KUbourn,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  Macon.  McCoy,  NeUon. 
Newton,  Parker,  Pickens.  Piper.  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Tannehili,  Telfau,  Udree,  WUson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Wright— 58.  ' 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  having  under  consideration  the 
new  section  added  to  the  bill  by  the  Committee 
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t<  Wholt',  giving  ihe  Congress  power  at  any 
tj  appoini  a  special  commitiee  to  examine 
il^e  state  lif  the  bank,  a  motion  was  made  by 
^KiLBOuni^  to  amend   the  same   by  adding 
thf'ilo  the  following  : 

♦•And  if,  upoii;  full  investigation,  it  shall  appear  that 
th<^  ^id  corporation  have  exceeded  their  powers,  or 
vi(>l^ed  any  of, the  provisions  or  restrictions  of  this 
acl,^  shall  be  wtthin  the  power  of  Congress  to  declare 
thfiir^ci^arter  void." 

,i«i   motioii  was  negatived,  after  debate,  and 
lew  section  concurred  in. 


the   ariifndmeiits  made   in   Committee  of  I  ihe  country 


creation  of  such  a  bank,  and  that  so  far  from  aiding 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government,  it  will,  in  their 
opinion,  tend  to  embarra^  still  more,  ihun  the  adverse 
circumstances  of  the  times  have  already  done,  all  pub- 
lic as  well  as  private  credit. 

Your  nicmonalists  firmly  believe  that  the  propot>ed 
capital  will  be  found  too  large. 

That  six  millions  of  dollars  in  specie  cannot  be  obtain- 
od  by  any  inducements  which  can  be  held  out,  and  that 
a  less  sum  will  not  alford  a  proper  security  to  the  pubhc. 

That,  even  if  six  millions  could  be  procured,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  notes  in  specie  could  only  be  continued 
for  a  short  period,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 


po« 


to 


joQ^ed 


iVhole  havling  been  agreed  to,  on  motion  of 
(CKEN3,  tjie  House  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
reement  jo  Mr.  Sharp's  motion  to  amend 
i\\  by  excluding  otiier  medium  but  Treasury 
being  redeived  in  payment  of  that  portion, 
e,  sub>crifflion  on  each  share,  which  is  pro- 
1  to  be  paid  in  that  way. 
d  the  que.-tion  being  put  on  now  agreeing 
I'ji  ainend»nent,  after  debate,  tlie  House  ad' 


Weunesday,  November  23. 
lessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ih^JThe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  -  to  authorize 
thf|  ^'resident  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
th«<!|veral  St.ites  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
resjwnve quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred 
and  flirty  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  r.%  United  States  aa:ainst  invasion  ;"  in  which 
theyjba»k  the  cpncurrtince  of  this  House.— The 
bilL*-4s  read  tfvice  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mit'^ .of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  making 
furiS'i'  provi.siuns  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  rcg'^- 
ularmfiny  bv  classifying  the  free  male  popula- 
lio^if  fjihe  United  States. 

tf  \  B.VN'KS  OF  NEW  YORK. 
M»  Jrvi.no  presented  the  memorial  of  a  com- 
mii,i*',appointeJ  bv  five  of  the  banks  in  the  city 
of  NjTvii  York,  to  take  into  consideration  all  mat- 
ters yelating  to  the  state  of  credit  in  that  city, 
renj«ii.^trating  against  the  proposed  incorporation 
of  t|cJ  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slaj*-.  if  America  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  li<»*  0*1  the  table. 

T(^l^nemorial  is  as  follows: 
To  t]^  ^ifi-nate  and  House  of 

\  '-^epreaentatirej  of  the  United  States . 
Thf  Jnemorial    of  the  subscribers,    committees  ap- 
poiausl()y  five  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  t>^  into  consideration  all  matters  relating  to  the' 
Stat* -/credit  in  ^he  city,  respectfully  represents— 

Tfc^  rour  memorialisU,  with  great  deference  to  the 
"'  il*^  ^f  Conurress.  presume  that  it  will  not  be  con- 
■ide^d  ^  unbecoming  in  them  to  express  their  opin- 
ion.: on  ta  subject  which  they  have  practically  under 
theiif  coi^stant  view. 

T|i^t  they  Be.>  with  great  alarm  the  proposed  incor- 
P^^'i^qof  a  iiank  of  the  L'nited  States  with  a  capital 
of  fi^j^ilhon-s  of  dollars;  not  that  they  are  insensible 
of  t/iytlvantages  of  such  an  institution,  but  because 


That  if,  by  the  exorcise  of  the  power  proposed  to  be 
lodged  in  the  President  of  the  Tnited  Slates,  the  notes 
are  not  paid  in  specie,  they  will  infallibly  depreciate. 

That,  if  they  depreciate,  no  existing  bank  can  possi- 
bly take  them  without  the  greatest  injury  to  their  stock- 
holders. 

That  if  the  notes  are  not  taken  by  the  present  banks 
throughout  the  l'nited  States,  they  cannot  serve  as  a 
general  medium  of  circulation. 

A  full  discussion  of  this  subject,  your  memorialists 
are  well   aware,  would  transgress  the  proper  limits  of 
this  memorial  ;  they  will  therefore  confine  themselvea  to 
a  few  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  them  to  form 
these  opinions.     They   think  that  the  capital  will  be 
found  too  large,  because  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  only  a  capital  of  ten  raUlions  of  dollars  at 
the  period  of  our  greatest  commercial  prosperity,  and, 
I  since   the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  that    bank,  the 
amount  of  its  capital  has  been  much  more  than  supplied 
I  by  the  incorporation  of  other  banks.     It  is  believed  to 
I  have   been  the  opinion  of  the  part  of  the  community 
best  informed  on  that  subject,  that   this  amount  was 
abundantly    sufficient.     Your    memorialisU    therefore 
cannot  but  dread  the  effects  which  a  new  banking  cap- 
ital of  fif^y  millions  must  have  upon  the  paper  circula- 
'  tion  of  the  country,  particularly  when  it  is  considered, 
that  the  proposed   bank  is  to  be  pledged  to  lend  to  the' 
Government  thirty  millions,  which   the  public  exigen- 
cies will  probably  very  soon  call  for,  without  any  pow- 
er  of  refusal  being  left  to  those  who  are  to  manage  the 
bank,  even  if  convinced  that  the  emission  of  so  large  a 
sum  in  notes  must  be  ruinous  to  the  bank  itself 

It  is  well  known  that  a  great  and  constant  drain  of 
the  precious  metals  from  the  United  States  has  existed 
for  a  long  time  past,  while  xupplies  ot  them  have   been 
cut  olT  by  the   war  ;  and  that  the  alarms  necessarily 
existing    during  a  war,  have  induced  many  timid  and 
cautious   persons  to  hoard  specie,  the  consequence  of 
which  has  been  to  render  a  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
menU  necessary  to   the  different   banks  in   Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  in  various  other  parts  of 
the  United  States.    Notwithstanding  the  utmost  care 
has  been  taken  to  restrain  the  circulation  of  notes  with- 
in moderate  bounds,  yet  it  has  been  found   impossible 
to  prevent  a  difference  in  value  between  specie  and  the 
notes  of  banks  in  the  best  credit.     This  difference  is 
now,  in  the  city  of  .New  York,  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
per  cent.,  and  in  other  places  still  greater.     Your  me- 
moriahsU  have  therefore  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as 
their  opinion  that  six  millions  of  specie  cannot  be  pro- 
cured ;  but  they  are  persuaded  also,  that,  if  procured, 
that  sum  could  not  long  supply  specie  paymenU,  be- 
cause, as  the  same  causes  are    likely  still    to  operate, 
and  with   increased  effect,  when  the  paper  circulation 


,1         y  ,    3    .  --.v....^...  L,ui  ut;i.bubc     )iiiu  wuu   iiicreaseu  enect   when  the  nar><>r  cir/>iilaiinn 

.^lui'^,r:r''^' '"  '^'''  '""•*  '^*'""^'''''  ^■^'^  °^  ^^^     -  -  "-»>   increased  .1   tTustbe  by^l^e  Z^  e3 
-ubj4c,.  ^at  the  present  tune  is  most  inauspicious  for  the  |  loans  to  the  Government,  it  is  believed^hat  LZl, 
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the  notes  are  issued  they  will  be  returned  for  specie  ; 
as  they  bear  no  interest,  there  will  be  no  inducement  for 
any  person  to  hold  them,  to  counteract  the  great  ad- 
vantage offered  by  the  high  price  for  specie,  in  sending 
them  for  payment. 

If  It  should  be  found  nece.ssary  to  restrain  the  bank 
from  paying  specie,  your  memorialists  are  convinced  the 
notes  will  depreciate.  The  Treasury  notes  which 
have  been  issued  have  done  so,  although  in  much  less 
quantity,  and  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  be- 
cause bearing  interest  and  being  payable  at  definite 
periods.  While  Treasury  notes  have  these  obvious 
advantages,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  notes  of  the 
proposed  bank  will  have  any  to  balance  them,  the  se- 
curity having  been  presumed  the  same  in  both  cases. 
The  expenses  of  the  war  must,  in  the  firj^t  instance, 
be  paid  in  these  notes,  and  of  course  they  will  be,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  in  the  hands  of  persons  who 
must,  of  necessity,  dispose  of  them  for  what  they  will 
bring.  The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  while  re- 
deeming its  notes  in  specie  and  possessing  the  entire 
support  of  the  Government  and  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  never  had.it  is  believed,  more  than  six  millions 
of  notes  in  circulation.  The  banks  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  whose  aggregate  capital  is  about  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars,  have  not,  upon  an  average,  had  a  circulation 
of  more  than  five  millions,  although  possessing  all  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  business  and  support 
of  the  Government  in  this  city.  Presuming  that  the 
proportion  of  circulation  to  capital  is  nearly  the  same 
in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  taking  into 
view  that  the  circulation  is  probably  as  great  at  the  pres- 
ent period  as,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  countrj 
and  the  removal  of  the  check  of  specie  payments,  it  can 
safely  be,  can  it  be  doubted  what  the  effect  of  an  addi- 
tional emission  even  of  twenty  milhons  of  paper  will 
necessarily  be  T 

As  it  appears  evident  to  your  memorialisl.s  that  the 
notes  of  the  proposed  bank  must  depreciate,  it  appears 
equally  so,  that  no  existing  bank  can  take  them  with- 
out the  greatest  injury  to  their  stockholders.  However 
disposed  they  may  be  to  aid  the  fiscal  operations  of  the 
Government,  yet,  from  the  moment  the  notes  are  de- 
preciated, if  they  are  taken  either  in  payment  or  in 
deposites.  all  their  debts  will  be  paid  in  that  description 
of  paper,  the  circulation  of  their  own  notes  wdl  nearly 
cease,  and  they  will  be  left  in  possession  of  notes  re- 
deemable at  some  future  uncertain  period  and  bearing 
no  present  interest.  Can  such  a  sacrifice  of  the  inter- 
est of  their  constituents  be  called  for  or  expected  from 
the  present  institutions  ? 

It  has  l)cen  supposed  that  the  want  of  a  medium  of 
general  circulation  rendered  a  National  Bank  neces- 
sary ;  but  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
while  they  admit  the  want  of  a  medium,  they  are  quite 
persuaded  that  bank  notes  will  not  answer  the  purpose, 
unless  they  can  be  exchanged  at  pleasure  for  8()ecie, 
or  taken  generally  by  the  banks  throughout  the  United 
States.  If  your  memorialists  are  right  in  the  opinions 
already  stated,  it  appears  to  follow,  as  a  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  the  notes  of  the  proposed  bank  will  not 
supply  the  place  of  a  general  medium. 

As  your  memorialists  are  persuaded  that  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  United  States  require  that  the  suspension 
of  specie  paymenU,  which  has  unfortunately  been  found 
necessary,  i-hould  be  continued  for  as  short  a  period  as 
possible,  they  dread  the  increased  difficulty  which  an 
additional  paper  circulation  probably  of  thirty  or  forty 
mUlions  will  occasion  ;  they  fear  it  will  approach  to  an 
insuperable  bar  to  the  resumption  of  specie  payments; 


while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  National  Bank,  founded 
upon  proper  principles,  and  at  a  more  favorable  period, 
when  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect  of  continuing  to 
pay  specie,  would  offer  the  best  remedy  for  the  deranged 
state  of  the  circulation,  and  a  most  powerful  instrument 
to  renovate  the  commercial  credit  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  beg  the  indulgence  of  Congress 
when  they  add,  that  they  have  no  doubt  that  Treasury 
bills,  issued  nearly  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, would  be  found  of  more  service  to  the  Govern- 
ment, be  much  less  dangerous  to  the  public,  and 
tend  much  more  to  supply  the  want  of  a  general  me- 
dium of  circulation.  They  believe  that  Treasury  notes, 
issued  for  various  denominations,  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government,  but  not  at  any  definite 
periods,  bearing  interest  while  in  circulation  at  the 
present  rate,  but  fundable  at  the  option  of  the  holder 
at  a  higher  rate  of  interest,  would  be  less  liable  to  de- 
preciation than  the  notes  of  a  bank  bearing  no  interest, 
and  the  security  being  the  same.  The  present  interest 
on  the  Treasury  notes  would  offer  an  inducement  to 
keep  them,  and,  whenever  the  market  was  overcharged, 
the  power  to  fund  them  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest 
would  take  off  the  redundance.  In  this  way  the  is- 
sue of  Treasury  notes  would  probably  operate,  to  a 
considerable  amount,  as  a  constant  loan  at  a  reduced 
rate  of  interest  :  nor  should  it  be  overlooked  that  the 
consequences  of  a  depreciation,  if  it  unfortunately 
should  take  place,  would  neither  be  so  extensive  nor 
so  lasting  as  in  the  case  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

[Signed  by  the  President  and  Cashiers  of  the  Bank 
of  New  York,  the  MerchanU'  Bank,  the  Union  Bank, 
and  the  Bank  of  America,  and  the  New  York  .Manu- 
facturing Company.] 

DISCIPLINE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  War : 

Wah  DtiPARTME.NT,  Aot.  22,  1814. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  10th 
instant,  requesting  information  whether  the  Army  of 
the  Lnited  States  was  trained  by  any  uniform  system 
of  discipUne,  and,  if  not,  what  were  the  causes  that 
have  prevented  it,  and  whether  any  legislative  provision 
was  necessary  to  effect  the  same,  has  the  honor  to  re- 
port— 

1.  That  no  uniform  system  of  discipline  has  hereto- 
fore been  practised  in  training  the  Armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  in  line,  by  battalion,  or  company. 

2.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  institute  a  Board  of  General  and 
Field  Officers,  to  digest  and  report  to  this  Department 
a  system  of  discipline  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States ;  which  report,  when  approved  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  carried  into  effect  under 
the  orders  of  this  Department. 

3.  That  the  sanction  of  Congress,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  this  meas- 
ure, if  not  absolutely  necessary,  in  consideration  of  the 
powers  already  vested  in  this  Department  by  law, 
would,  nevertheless,  have  a  very  salutarv  effect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Hon.  SrKAKER,  House  of  Representatives. 

The  report  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Two  other  reports  were  also  received  iVom  the 
War  Department,  in  relatioa  to  the  buroiog  of 
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tljrfptotomac  and  Eastern  Branch  bridges.  Nei- 
thi|.*ior  any  pari  of  cither,  the  Secretary  reports, 
wj|  rjestroyed  under  the  orders  of  the  War  De- 
pa  flrrtenl. 

..BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

i^h^e  House  resunicd  the  consideration  of  the 
biiltf/  "incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  |li«5  United  Stales  of  America." 

'■""hje  question  depending  yesterday,  on  Mr. 
Sh^k'p's  motion,  was.  after  further  debate,  decided 
in  ifif;  affirmative. 

"thie  bill  having  been  further  amended,  a  mo- 
lio.|  Was  maJe  by  Mr.  Gaston  lurther  to  amend 
thep/ll.  by  striking  out  -fifty  millions."'  the  pro- 
po}»d' amount  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  and  in- 
serjn^  "twenty"  in  lieu  thereof. 

'p^hjs  motiot)  was  supported  by  Mr.  Webster, 
in  ^speech  oficonsiderable  length  ;  which  he  had 
nor^uncluded  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
waiiaunounced,  and,  in  becoming  terms,  informed 
ihhJjHouse  of  ^he  decease  of  the  Vice  President 
of  iic  United  States,  and  the  resolution  the  Sen- 
aiulfind  thert'upon  adopted. 

Aijmotioo  of  Mr.  Findlev,  of  Pennsylvania, 
ihe*tusiness  on  hand  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
ub|;.: 

(Jiiraoiion  (»f  Mr.  William  Reed, 

'fH'-Mplved,  unanimously.  That  this' Hou.se  doth 

coi^tUY  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  for  the  ap>- 

pQ4i|trpent  of  a  joint  committee.  "  to  consider  and 

r»i,,,.^  ,«<.,...,„.   .^   manifest    the  public 

the  deceased,"  and  ex- 
the  Congress  of  the 
a  citizen  so  highly 
re5;i?(Jied  ami  revered. 

AJr.»  William  Reed.  Mr.  Macon.  Mr.  Tall- 
Ma  1(04,  and  Me.  Nelson,  were  appointed  thecora- 
muie<  on  the  pan  of  this  House. 


pi«i|i^ieai  oi  a  joint  commit 
rei(rrt}  measures   proper    to 
re|f^-c^  for  the  memory  of  tl^ 

ErV^'ife  of  ihedeep  regret  of  tl 
'ryeil  States,  for  the  loss  of  j 
re5;k?(Jied  ami  revered. 


\  Thursday,  November  24. 

IdJEATH  of  XilE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

Jh^  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  havinc^ 
beeii  ►ead —  '^ 

.'Jr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  ob- 
ser«^(J,  that,  a(ier  ihe  melancholy  event  recorded 
jn  (^e' Journal'just  read,  it  could  scarcely  be  con- 
s|d^e4  proper'lor  the  Speaker  to  call  for  peti- 
lio*,  px  for  thfe  House  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of 
thefla>y.  Thenaiion  well  knows  what  Congress 
OQg^jli  to  feel  l^r  the  loss  of  the  Vice  Presfdent 
of  ^^  United-States.  In  order  to  exhibit  that 
feeUii  m  a  piioper  manner,  Mr.  .MACon  moved 
th<r  |j|lowing  ijesolutions: 

r^olved,  TJiat,  from  an  unfeigned  respect  to  the 
laU  J:.<|briu(.e  fiEHHi,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
St^Us  iftnd  PreiJident  of  the  Senate,  the  Speakek's 
Chj^  f«  ahroiidjid  with  black  during  the  present  ses- 
sioiiM  ^nd.  as  a;  further  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
merijjri  of  the  ijiecea*ed,  the  members  of  this  House  go 
into'«|n.»urning.  fy  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirw  i^ays.         : 

"Te'tolved,  tUi  the  members  of  this  House  will 
atU}i|l|he  funeralof  ElbridgiGkrht,  late  Vice  Pres- 
ider»jOf  the  Uiiiied  States,  to-d»v,  at  two  o'clock." 


The   resolutions   were   unanimously   adopted 
and  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  November  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bowen.  of  Tennessee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Cominiitee  of  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing for  the  horses  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  cam- 
paign, against  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  com- 
manded by  Major  General  Jackson. 

Mr.  Stevenbon.  of  Illinois,  presented  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution: 

Ketolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Sutes. 
by  continuing  and  increasing  the  number  of  rangers 
heretofore  authorired  ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  advocated  the  adop- 
tion of  this  motion  ;  which,  however,  on  ihe  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Troup,  that  the  Miliiary  Commit- 
tee already  had  a  similar  proposition  before  them, 
and  were  about  to  act  on  it,  was  not  ajrreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  of  Illinois,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Easton.  of  Missouri,  it  was 

Regolced,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  lu  inquire  whether  any.  and  what, 
alterations  or  amendments  are  necessary  by  law 
to  be  made  in  the  act  confirming  certain  claim^i 
to  lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing 
for  their  location,  passed  in  April,  1814. 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Land.i 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any. 
what,  further  provision  by  law  is  exj)edienl  to  be 
rnade  for  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  pub- 
lic lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory. 

RE.MISSIO.N  of  FORFEITURE.  ' 

.Mr.  Eppe.s.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Justin 
and  Elias  Lyman;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  facts  which  are  material  to  the  decision  on 
the  prayer  of  the   petition,   are   contained    in   a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  chairman  of 
this  committee,  which  accompanies  this  report.     From 
this  statement  of  facU  it  appears,  1st.  That  the  unlaw- 
ful importation  was  made  by  the  express  order  of  the 
agents  of  the  petitioners;  'id.  That  the  papers  of  the 
schooner  and  her  cargo,  exhibited  on  the  entry  at  the 
custom-house  at   Newport,  were  false,  colorable,  and 
fraudulent ;  3d.  That  the  real  facts  of  the  ca^c  coming 
accidentally  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Collector,  with- 
out any  disclosure  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  the 
schooner  and  cargo  were  seired  and  libelled  as  forfeit- 
ed ;  and  the  late  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  refused  to 
remit  ihe  forfeitures  incurred,  "  because  it  did  not  ap- 
pear, to  his  satisfaction,  that  the  said  forfeitures  and 
penalties  were  incurred  without  wilful  negligence  or 
any  intention  of  fraud.     On  a  review  of  the  circum- 
stances oi  the  case,  the  committee  concur  in  the  opin- 
ion already  pronounced  by  the  Treasury  Department, 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  entitled  to  relief.     The  fol- 
lowing resolution  is,  therefore,  submitted  : 
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Resohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 


Thkascht  D it AHTJttifT,  Nov.  21,  1814. 

8i«  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1814,  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  decided  not  to  remit  the  forfeit- 
ures and  penalties  incurred  by  the  petitioners,  because 
"it  did  not  appear,  to  his  satisfaction,  that  the  said 
forfeitures  and  penalties  were  incurred,  without  anv 
wilful  negligence  or  intention  of  fraud."  I  can- 
not discover  any  reason  to  presume  that  the  Secre- 
Ury declined  acting,  at  any  time,  on  the  ground  that 
the  general  power  to  remit  did  not  embrace  the  present 
case,  and  having,  in  fact,  acted,  his  decision  is  final, 
unless  the  petitioners  can  entitle  themselves,  by  the 
equiuble  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  the  favor  of 
Congress. 

The  information  to  be  collected  in  this  Department, 
upon  the  meriu  of  the  case,  appears  to  authorize  the 
following  general  statement  of  facts  : 

That  the  petitioners,  merchants  of  New  York,  in 
April  or  May.  1810,  were  holders  of  bills  of  exchange 
for  £1,100  sterling,  drawn  in  Berbicc,  on  merchants  in 
Glangow,  which  they  negotiated,  but  which  they  were 
afterwards  obliged  to  pay,  on  being  returned  protested 
fornon-payment.  That,  in  the  Spring  of  1811,  the 
petitioners  sent  the  bills  to  Berbice,  in  order  to  recover 
the  amount  from  the  drawer,  and  their  agents  accepted 
a  quantity  of  coffee  in  payment, 
shipped  from  Berbice  to  St.  . 
where  it  arrived  in  the  mom 

1812,  and  was  there  landed , 

the  declaration  of  war,  in  June,  1812,  the  petitioners 
assigned  the  coffee,  in  trust,  to  Messrs.  Murray  and 
Sons,  of  New  York,  who  were  well  known  at  St.  An- 
drew's, and,  particularly,  to  the  consignees  of  the  cof- 
fee. That,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1812,  the  peti- 
tioners applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Gallatin)  for  permission  to  import  the  coffee  into  the 
United  States,  but  were  refused.  That,  early  in  the 
year  1813,  the  consignees  requested  Messrs.  Murray 
and  Sons  to  remove  the  coffee,  expressing  t^ome  doubu 
of  its  safety  at  St.  Andrew's;  and,  thereupon,  .Messrs. 
Murray  and  Sons,  at  the  instance  of  the  petitioners, 
assigned  the  coffee,  in  trust,  to  a  Portuguese,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  protected,  as  neutral  propertv,  from 
British  capture,  on  its  passage  to  the  Lnited'Sutes. 
That  the  coffee  was  afterwards  (about  the  2d  of  Au- 
gust, 1813)  shipped  on  board  of  a  Portuguese  schooner, 
and  brought  to  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island,  about  the 
24lh  of  August,  1813,  when  the  captain  of  the  schoon- 
er reported  that  he  had  arrived  from  St.  Bartholomew. 
That  the  capUin  dehvered  to  the  Collector  of  Newport  sort  oi 
sundry  documents,  and,  particularly.   1st.  Certificates,  i  „n,,|H 


portation  law  ;  the  petitioners  applied,  in  due  form,  to 
the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  for  a  remission,  and  the 
Secretary  decided  not  to  remit. 

Upon  these  general  facts  the  District  Attorney  and 
the  Collector  of  Newport  have  objected  to  a  rcm'isaion 
of  the  forfeiture  ;  Ist.  Because  the  unlawful  imporU- 
tion  was  made  by  the  express  order  of  the  ugenU  of 
the  petitioners  ;  2d.  Because  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
petitioners  informed  their  agent  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  refused  to  permit  the  imjwrUtion  of 
the  coffee ;  3d.  That  the  papers  of  the  schooner  and 
her  cargo,  exhibited  on  the  entry  at  the  custom-house 
at  Newport,  were  false,  colorable,  and  fraudulent. 

In  answer  to  these  objections  the  petitioners  allege  : 
1st.  That,  by  clothing  the  American  property  with  a 
neutral  cover,  they  meant  to  elude  the  British  cruisers 
and  privateers,  not  to  violate  the  laws  of  this  country  ; 
2d.  That  the  colorable  documents,  respecting  the  ori- 
gin of  the  cargo,  and  the  clearance  of  the  vessel,  were 
put  on  Iward  by  the  agent  of  the  petitioners,  without 
their  authority,  and  might  have  been  designed  to  ena- 
ble the  schooner  to  escape  capture  by  American  priva- 
teers, until  the  vessel  should  arrive  in  a  port  of  the 
United  States,  when  an  appeal  could  be  made  to  the 
equity  of  the  Government  for  relief  against  the  for- 
feiture incurred  by  the  imporUtion  ;  3d.  That  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Portuguese  schooner  was  ignorant  of  our 
language  and  laws;  that  he  made  an  entry  without 
instructions  from  the  petitioners,  and  contrary  to  their 
intention;  and  that  the  colorable  papers  ought  not  to 
have  been  produced  at  the  custom-house  without  an 


uguese  captain  in  the  per 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  case  rests  with  the 
committee;  and  (returning  the  papers  accompanying 
their  reference)  I  have  only  to  repeat  the  assurances  of 
the  sincere  respect  with  which  I  am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House,  on  oiotioo  of  Mr.  Calhodn,  re- 
sumed the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  question  under  consideration  being  on  Mr. 
Gaston's  motion  to  substitute  "  twenty"  for  "fif- 
ty'' millions  of  dollars,  as  the  amount  of  the  cap- 
ital of  the  bank — 

Mr.  Webster  concluded  the  speech  which  he 
commenced  on  Wednesday,  in  opposition  to  the 
bill  as  it  now  stands.  In  the  course  of  bis  remarks 
to-day,  he  indicated  generally  his  views  as  to  the 
sort  of  bank  which  ought  to  be  established.     He 


dated  Gustavia,  St.  Bartholomew,  June  26ih  and  28th, 
1813.  suting  the  cargo  of  coffee  to  be  the  growth  and 
produce  of  Spanish  settlements,  and  that  it  had  been 
imported  into  that  island;  2d.  A  clearance  for  the  Por- 
tuguese schooner,  dated  at  GusUvia,  island  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, June  26th,  1813,  particularly  specifying  the 
cargo  of  coffee.  That,  upon  these  documents,  the 
schooner  was  admitted  to  an  entry,  bonds  were  given 
for  the  duties,  and  the  cargo  was'  landed.  That  the 
real  facts  of  the  case  coming  accidentally  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Collector,  without  any  disclosure  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioners,  the   schooner   and  the  coffee 


were  seized  and  libelled  as  forfeited  under  the  non-im-     half  to  be  paid  in  specie,  or,  al  the  discrelioa  ol 
ISthCuN.  3d  Skss.— 21 


have  a  bank  of  a  limited  amount,  say 
twenty  millions  of  capital;  he  would  make  it  in- 
dispensable that  it  should  pay  specie,  by  a  pro- 
vision that  all  notes  not  paid  in  specie,  when 
properly  presented,  should  thenceforth  bear  a  cer- 
tain interest,  and  by  inflicting  a  penalty  on  such 
directors  as  should,  during  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payment,  consent  to  put  the  notes  of  the  bank 
in  circulation ;  he  was  willing  the  Government 
should,  if  others  believed  it  necessary,  hold  some 
stock  in  the  bank,  but  at  the  extent  nut  to  exceed 
one-half  of  the  whole  amount;   the  remaining 
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■^  directors,  in  noips  of  existing  banks,  on  con- 
ion  that  >iich   banks  should  agree  to  resume 
If  specie  payraenis  witliin  a  given  lime;  and. 
i^    was    thought    desirable,    the    Government 
ght,  he  said,  retain  the  right  to  subscribe  here- 
er  an  additional  five  millions  to  the  capital  of  \ 
iUj  bank.     This  was.  generally,  his  plan.     Upon  | 
<'i.*  whole,  heconcluded  by  saying,  although  there  j 
"^  TC  many  points  in  which  the  present  bill  was  j 
]p  -f^rable  to  the  bill  first  reported,  still,  with  its  ' 
p;  ^sfnt  amount  of  capital,  and  the  great  propor- 
6  n'of  stock  to  specie,  it  was  wholly  objectiona- 
b)    ia  hi>  mind,  and  he  could  not  vote  for  it. 
V\'hen  Mr.  W.  sat  down —  I 

J *vlr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  if  he  | 
iceived  any  advantage  to  the  nation  could  re-  i 
<  from  permitting  this  discussion  to  progress,  ' 
b'^should  iiot  make  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
oAt  ;  but,  btlieving.  from  the  difference  of  views 
•  iSertained   in  different  parts  of  the  House,  and 
ff/m  the  variety  of  plans  which  had  been  offered. 
Ifcll^longer   discussion    would    merely   consume; 
ti^e'  without  a  prospect  of  the  final  passage  of' 
t^  bill;  and  believiug,  also,  that,  by  a  reference  , 
t(\a  select  committee,  a  concurrence  of  the  views  ! 
ofJaJI  parties  might  be  obtained  in  favor  of  one  : 
pli^n"  he  mov<?d  that  this  bill  be  referred  to  a  se-  ' 
le^  committee.  ' 

rlr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  he  was  in  ' 
f  of  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  because  he 
eved   that,  in  its  present  form,  it  would  not  , 
!s  the  House ;  but  that  a  bill  might  be  devised 


tli^  *ould  meet  the  view.<  of  gentlemen  on  a 
si^s  of  the  House.  It  was  possible,  at  least,  a 
cq^ibination  of  the  views  of  different  gentlemen 
mVyht  be  effected,  which  might  produce  great 
giijd,  and  ould  do  no  harm.  He  was,  therefore, 
in^avor  of  recommiiraent,  as  the  only  means  of  i 
ef^cfing  thi<  desirable  object.  '  , 

*Ir.  FisK.  of  New  York,  said,  he  merely  rose  I 
loh(id  his  wi^h  to  thai  of  his  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
■b^i.     It  was  as  certain,  as  anything  yet  in  sus-  ' 
^♦«  could  be,  that  the  bill  would  not  pass  the 
lu;«e  in   us  preseni  shape.     That  it  might  be  ; 
.  |t;in  possession  of  the  House,  and  not  destroy-  , 
e»J«|,^;ithout  an  effort  to  preserve  it.  he  hoped  the 
^^.e  would  agree  to  refer   it  to  a  select  cum- 
ni|tee,  for  .uch  modification  as  might  appear  to 
bf|calculatp(i  10  meet  the   views  of  the  House. 
'J.jf.'xjpinions  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides  had  been 
s<)/i4ly  expressed,  that  the  committee,  being  in 
pt->«!^sion  of  them,  vould  be  able  to  mould'the 
bj^  accordingly. 

iU.  Calhoin,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  it  must 
b^fvious,  from   the  course  of  the  debate,  if  ii 
^Atj  not  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  that  a 
kif  diversity  of  sentiment  existed  on  this  head. 
[c*uestion  could  exhibit  a  greater  division  of 
jipient,  confined   neither  to  party  or  locality. 
|i-  was  extremely  anxious  that  the  bank  should 
Vf  ahlished.  Mr.  C.  said   he  should   be  averse 
|i<owing  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  prac- 
ibflity  of  the  measure,  and   would,  therefore.  • 
hflaily  assent  to  the  motion  for  recommitment. 


w4 


hp  question    was   then 
t.  and  decided  in   the 


taken  on   recoramit- 
affirmative  without  a 


division;  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  Forsyth. 
Mr,  Oakley,  and  Mr.  Gaston,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

T.\X  0\  DISTILLED  LIQUORS,  dec. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  .several  tax  bills  rejMjrted  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  for  laying  an  additional  duty  on  dis- 
tilled spirituous  liquors  was  first  taken  up,  and 
discussed  with  much  zeal.  Various  amendments 
were  made  to  the  bill  and  the  blanks  filled,  in  con- 
formity to  the  previous  determination  of  the 
House,  and  to  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean?, 

Mr.  McLean  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
so  as  to  repeal  the  present  lax  upon  the  capacity, 
and  retain  the  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  gallon 
upon  the  product  of  the  still. 

Mr.  McLean  said  the  motion  he  had  now  sub- 
mitted, was  the  same   in   substance  as   the  one 
made  on  a  former  occasion  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Yancey)  from  North  Carolina.     I  am 
aware,  said  he,  of  the  extreme  difficulty  in  adopt- 
ing a  system  of  taxation  that  will  be  equal  io  its 
operation  in  every  part  of  our  extended  country. 
The  situation  of  our  citizens  is  so   various,  their 
pursuits  so  diversified,  that  it  is  impossible   per- 
fectly to  equalize  any  general  system  of  taxation. 
The  diversity  of  circumstances  and  pursuits  arises 
from  local  causes,  confined  in   their  nature  and 
effects.    But  if  we  cannot  arrive  at  entire  equality, 
we  should  at  least  aim  at  it.     In  taxing  any  one 
article,  we  should   guard   against  an   imposition 
that  would  discourage  the  manufacture  of  such 
article.     My   object,   in   submitting  this  amend- 
ment, is  to  guard  against  the  evil,  as  well  resulting 
from  the  extravagance  of  the   tax,  as  from  the 
complicated  system  proposed. 

While  the  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  under  discussion. 
I  was  surprised  to  hear  several  gentlemen  contend 
that  an    internal   revenue,  apportioned   amooc^st 
the  several  Stales  in  proportion  to   their   popula- 
tion, was  the  most  equitable  and  the  most  con- 
formable to   the   principles  of  our  Government. 
Never   was  an  argument  more   fallacious.     The 
direct  tax.   because  it  is  apportioned  among  the 
several  Stales  according  to   their  population,  is 
the  most  unequal  tax.     This  inequality  was  suffi- 
ciently shown  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means.     He  instanced 
the   States  of  New  Jersey  and   Ohio,  as    being 
nearly  equal  in   population;   in   the  former,  the 
lands  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  pro- 
ductive to  the  owners;   in  the  latter,  ninety  hun- 
iJredihs  are  in  a  state  of  nature  and  unproductive 
to  the  owners.     Nothing  more  can    be   nece."«sary 
to  show  the  unequal  operation  of  this  tax.     The 
individual  in  New  Jersey  who  owns  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  worth  forty  dollars  per  acre,  has  but 
little  more  tax  to  pay  than   the  citizen    in  Ohio, 
who  owns  the  same  quantity  of  land,  not  worth 
more  than  four  dollars  per  acre.     The  dispropor- 
tion IS  here  more  than  twelve  to  four. 
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In  every  country,  except  where  despotism  has 
left  no  rights  to  the  people,  a  tax  on  the  person 
has  ever  been  viewed  as  the  most  odious  lax      It 


H.  orR. 


this  effect  in  some  of  the  States.     In  New  York 

foX^tron"'"  ^\'*^  ^''  ^''^'  quant.t?enfTpTri[ 
LV^J.nT..'."  '^'  ^7"^^  °f  'he  United  States 


has  ever  been  odious,  because  of  its  Tnequali.  wh  wro'^ci^y  .;eTo';ih  ""'  f''  ''■''''''.  ^'''- 
exacting  as  much  from  the  poor  man  as  the  rich  State  anrnerLnlr'"u^'°"''^''  ^"  '^^^ 
man.     The  same  inequality  would   exi.st   .f    Hp    H,  f^  '  ill  li^Vi'P:  *.  ^^^  "'hers,  the   increased 


man.  iJie  same  inequality  would  exi.st  if  the 
internal  revenue  were  apportioned  among  the  sev- 
eral States  according  to  their  population.  What 
had  been  the  principal  basis  of  taxation  where 
any  regard  has  been  had  to  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen ?  Property  ;  and.  in  the  general,  that  kind  of 
properly  which  is  productive  to  the  owner  If  a 
revenue    is   derived   from    it    by    the    individual 


duty  willy.  Id  rnore  lot  j;pSV^e^:C 
he  principal  .sales  being  to' the  United  States 
hey  must  neces.sarilv  pay  the  advanced  price  o^ 
the  sp.ru;  so  that,  although  the  receipts  into  the 
tTr:  7k""'k,'>'  enhanced,  yet  the  real  advan- 
l  ge  to  the  public  revenue  would  be  inconsidera- 
ble The  depression  of  the  revenue  in  the  West 
will  equal  the  advance  of  u  .n  other  States  ^om 

this  <:niir/>o        Ro.n^..:il: .  ...  «"«^a  iiuiu 


something  may  be  yiehled    to  ^h     Go  e  nm""  '    thi    source     r''''"'^^  't  in  other  States  from 
I  do  not  make  these  observations  m  oppos Zn  ,o     evenue The  far'.^sr'n    "^h^  "'''*'°  '°  '^^  P"^''"^ 

J^he  d.rec.  tax;  the  imposition  of  that  tax  had  mvso"'^^^^^^  *-''""'    ^'""^   '^'' 

hearty    concurrence,    and    its    prop  ,sed    incre^s^  tr.hp  nr7    ,  .       T^ 

ijM'^:-  zn:r.  ii^iS  SEE— ?F'?  -  r 

the  Western  representation,  because  they  resisted  '  source  wuhou^t  nmd^..n  ^°"^  ^'"""^  '^'^ 

the  argument  that  it  would  be  equal  and  iust  to  '  «n/nlVr  r  if  ^'°^  *"  extreme  pressure  ia 
.mpose  the  internal  duties  accoZg  Tthi  pop  '  \  0^11^00^ so  Ge^.T"""^"  "  1"  ^ '""'^  ^^^ 
lation  of  the  respective   States    ihit  thev  IhiZ     .^nl  ,  Gentlemen   calculate  on   real- 

fore  wished  to  exo'neraie  .heir'cons'  t     n  s    rom  I    ula^^^^^^^  ^'"'"^  L^'^  »"  =  '^-^  ^.1- 

an  equal  burden  of  taxation.    I  make  these  obT    mi,  vp     ,!!.  ^^.^    /^^^  '^"^   ^'"    ^^  ^«"nd 

rations  to  show  that  ,t  would  be  the  extreme  of  Lrrpl  I  '  T'"  ^"^"  *^'"  ''  '"^y  ^e  too  late, 
injustice  to  exact  as  much  from  the  ciii.  nTr'.K'^!   tV^J^^':'}'!^'^'.^^^^^^^  'o  6"  the  coffer 


iniustice  to  exact  as  much  from  the  citizen  of  the 
West,  who  resides  ,n  a  cabin  and  cultivates  the 
field  with  his  own  hands  for  the  support  of  his 
farn.ly.asfrom  the  wealthy  citizen  of  the  Eastern 

^on,      r^T    ^'"'r-      S""'^   gentlemen    have 
con  ended  this  would  be  just,  inasmuch  as  the 


nf  f !,„  T  c  -w-.^'uo  lu  uii  uie  coners 

ot  the  Treasury  from  this  source.     Their  reach 

iha,  ifr  ??'.'  ^"f'  '^'^  h^-egrasped  at  a  shadow 
iliat  has  eluded  their  grasp. 

A  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright  ) 
not  now  in  his  seat,  who  has  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  the  imposition  of  this  tax,  stated  as  a  fact 

that  His.11    oH  crMri.o  r •  ,  '    *"') 


States  are  represented  inlli^Nai^o;:  L  ^.^^  ::  ,  Z\  Ilnle^ET  "'  ''•^^"'  T'""'  '^  *  '^^'^ 
in    proportion    to   their   numbers       Whal  wonM    innnf  ^     '!  ^'°™  °'"'''  '°  ^'^  P«- '  of  the 

such  an  argument  lead  to?     Th.  ^1         woud    country   are   worth    one   dollar   and     wentv-five 

be  found.  wou^S  be  u  terly  uLue'^o  plvThe.'  T''  ^^  ^'"^  '  ^^""^  '^'^  ^^^'^  ^e  has  drawn  an 
proportionof  the  burden  thus  imposed  •'^X^P^^^  '"•  ^^^  '^^'  i' woulS 
tain  consequence  would  be  thaXa'es'wouMhp'LT;  T'  ^"""".^'^  '°  the  Western  country, 
represented  in  proportion  to'  their  wed  ha„ J  not  not  Z  n'  P""  °^  '^'  ''""'  '^'"'^  ^^  »P'"^  ^^ 
their  population.  The  araumen  led  bv  Jlntu  I  w^  ''^°  ^'^/y-two  and  a  half  cents  per  gal- 
men  could  lead  to  no  other  result  Thls^m^l;  ThP  "'  'TL^'"'  '^''  ^^'"«  "^  «"  ^^'^^1^? 
be  pleasing  to  a  few  of  Ihe  we^Uhv    wL  J,?  /      f  a  ^'"'  "  ^'H.br.ng  in  a  market.     If  a  gallon 

influe..ce  to  be  attached  .opro^ry.^^.tw:;^    d  llarTnd  twr"fi""'   '""=    T   ^^^^y'""^   -« 
subvert  one  of  the  most  inestimable  ..rinirZ  nf    f.^^^'^'J, twenty-five  cents,  and  will  only  sell  m 

our  Government,  that  of  "qua  liv       '     ""f^'''  "'^    ^'"°  ^"^  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents,  the  Lx  will 

In    proportion 'to   the   wlalll^of  the   Western  I  r^en't^hilhU^^Oh''  !k^  ''''t'''^  ^"'^^-'^ 
country,  there  is  a  much  greater  nuaniiirnf   l?    Ph       f  '        'P  ^J\'°  '^^°  '"  Maryland;  it  is 

mestic  spirits  manufactureTihan  m  tl  e  F^Lrn*    I  '^  ""!''""'•     "°^"^"  ^*"0"«  ^Y  objec- 

and  Northern  States.     Notwiihstand!  ".fl^?"      ^ ^ ^J  .!• '"^^.^^l'/^ -'^  "^--^^  "^'^  Jax, 


_«^  M      L         A. -».."•<.«  mail   Ml   lilt  Ejasiern 

and  Northern  States.     Notwithstanding,  the  im 

SuaIi't?i?V''"  I"  ^""'^  "«'  ^'^'^'^  -^"^h  ine- 
qua  ity  If  a  market  could  be  found  in  the  Eastern 
b  ates  for  the  sp.nts  manufactured  in  the  West, 
i,  o,^'  ya";;Por'at.on  is  impracticable,  no  market 
i»  open  for  this  article  in  the  West ;  ,t  s  therefore 
presumable,  if  this  additional  duty  'to  the  atiou,! 


; ,  .  , •^••n,  uuiir  lu  II  e  amount 

proposed  be  imposed,  that  no  more  will  be  manu- 


they  are  not  less  so  to  the  manner  m  which  it  is 
to  be  imposed.  A  tax  on  the  capacity  and  on  the 
product  of  the  still,  will  be  found  complicated 
and  embarrassing.  What  are  the  evils  this  sys- 
tem IS  proposed  to  remedy  ?  We  are  told  it  will 
guard  against  fraud;  it  will  enable  the  collector 
to  detect  imposition.  Sir,  from  this  very  source 
I  apprehend  much  odium  will  be  excited  against 


for  home  consumption.     NT.ndiv  3ua    can  aZ^    iff    h'Vk     '*»f  Government.     What  criterion  i. 
to  pay  the  enormius  duty,  and  tnanufic.nr.  Tk  *^'^  '^'  ^.f'V,''!  '°  '^''^'''  ^'^"^^^  ?    The  most 

commodity  in  ant.cpat.o^n  o  f  a   ""e  n        !/*^1    "rr^;".:.„^.^  ^^  '  ^--' ''--  '^e  ordinary  con- 


,■  /7  -..v.    luaii uidu lure    mis 

commodity  in  ant.cipal.on  of  a  future  market  I 
am  mure  than  willing  to  tax  domestic  spirits  to 
he  utmost  extent  they  will  bear ;  but  I  am  under 
the  most  certain  conviction,  from  the  operation 
ot  the  present  tax  on  the  capacity,  that  the  add 


cerns  of  life,  that  two  men  engaged  in  the  same 
business,  under  the  same  advantages,  will  fre- 
quently produce  very  different  results.  Is  it,  in- 
deed, a  sufficient  presumption  of  fraud,  that  one 
individual  has  not  manufactured  as  large  a  quan- 


tional  duty  proposed  will  rather  dimmh  T        "'^'T"^'-   "  "**' '^^""'^'^'"^^^  " '«^?«  »  l^^n- 
iDcrease  the   public  revei^ue      I     mTv   not     *^""    ''^  "['Pu"""' "^  ^'^  "^'S*^^^^' «''^ '^ '^.s  a  ground 
V  revenue,     it   may   not  have  |  on  which  to  charge  him  with  the  commission  of 
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frjili^  or  to  subject  him  to  the  inquisitorial  pow-  [  though  by  sickness,  or  a  thousand  contingencies, 
ety^u^  a  collector?  It  ought  to  be  on  grounds  i  the  individual  may  be  prevented  from  occupying' 
rojirt^subsiaiitial,  that  we  suspect  the  integrity  of  i  his  establishment,  the  accident  of  fire,  I  believe 
ajC^«;eD.  In  those  States  where  taxable  property  I  is  the  solitary  exception  which  excuses  him  from' 
hi^Ung  been  given  in  for  taxation  under  oath,  j  the  full  payment  of  his  bond  ;  nor  can  he  obtain 
n^  |(«nplain[s  have  arisen.  In  Ohio,  a  list  of  per-  j  relief  by  an  extension  of  his  license. 
s(rfLl  property  is  furnished  the  assessor  without  i  We  are  informed  that,  under  theadrainistration 
0^4  and  yet  I  never  heard  it  alleged  that  an  in-  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  excise  was  odious,  and  that  it 
df\l]?jal  had  defrauded  the  revenue  by  making  an  was  found  necessary  to  change  ihe  tax  from  the 
irtclr^ect  return  ;  why,  then,  shall  we  distrust  the  ,  product  to  the  capacity  of  the  still.  Sir,  it  will  be 
Ty  J,t  of  the  citizen  in  the  collection  of  this  tax  ?  !  recollected,  that  the  circumstances  under  which 
B)fjfiis  distrust  we  do  him  injustice,  of  which  he  i  that  tax  was  first  imposed  were  extremely  objec- 
woJ"c5  have  a  right  to  complain ;  and,  while  we  ,  tionable  ;  the  mode  of  its  collection  was  still  more 
giv#  evidence  of  disttust,  we  aflbrd  the  most  un-  '.  obnoxious.  When  the  lax  was  on  the  quantity 
cetTin  means  for  detection.  But,  admitting  this  ,  distilled,  the  people  were  dissatisfied.  When  it 
taj^ij  the  capacity  would  afford  some  security  was  changed  to  the  capacity  of  the  stilF,  iheir  ob- 
agfi'lujt  fraud,  is  it  necessary  for  this  purpose  to  ,  jections  were  not  removed.  They  did  not  believe 
conjinue  the  tax  ?  It  is  not  probable  that  under  ,  the  situation  of  the  country  demanded  the  tax. 
thi«T^^lllional  duty  any  (if  any.  very  few)  new  dis- I  But  the  argument,  if  it  prove  anything,  proves 
tiliI!i^^;^s  will  be  erected.    The  tax  on  the  capacity  ' 

hi"i|?iijen  in  operation  the  present  year.  All  the 
di^il^fries  lliat  will  be  employed  the  ensuing  year. 
arv|i.«cupied  the  present  year,  and  every  means 
foflhiji;  detection  of  fraud  is  thereby  furnished  to 
tli^XcMlectors  that  th«  continuation  of  this  tax 
wj'.j*  |fford.  Why,  then,  shall  we  continue  it? 
Tji.*  (jjapacitie.-,  of  the  distillers  are  known  to  the 
coiltfcjtors ;  a  tax  on  their  capacities,  therefore, 
cajr>iijt  give  any  additional  security  to  the  public 
reir^n-ie.  As  this  security  is  the  only  argument 
in^ljiwor  of  the  continuation  of  the  tax  upon  the 
c%i.^<}ty  of  the  still,  and   as   it   must   be  evident 


loo  much;  it  would  require  us  to  lay  the  whole 
tax  upon  the  capacity ;  this  has  been  rejected  by 
a  large  majority  uf  this  House.  It  appears  to  me, 
a  tax  upon  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and  on  the 
product,  will  subject  us  to  the  inconveniences  of 
both  systems,  without  any  beneficial  consequence 
resulting  therefrom.  I  would  again  beg  leave  to 
repeat,  that  nothing  is  furliier  from  me  than  a 
wi>h  to  retrench,  by  my  motion,  the  public  rev- 
enue. 1  am  altogether  willing  and  anxious  to 
obtain  the  utmost  cent  that  can  be  obtained  from 
this  source.  I  believe  domestic  spirits  is  a  proper 
object  of  taxation  ;   but  believing,  as  I  do,  that  a 


tlit:  1,,  can  answer  no  valuable  purpose,  I  trust  it  ''  more  moderate  addition  to  the  present  tax  on  the 
wjll  Ije  abandoned.  Make  it  necessary,  if  any  new  ,  capac''y  would  yield  to  the  public  Treasury  a 
di>(i)!jpries  should  be  erected,  for  the  proprietor  to  !  rauch  larger  sum;  and  having  well-grounded  ap- 
ei^l«f^the  capacity  of  his  stills  with  the  collector  i  prehensions,  from  the  operation  of  the  present  tax, 
ui|4«j^a  heavy  penally.  |  that  the  proposed  increase  will  rather  lessen  than 

iXy^s  tax  upon  the  capacity  of  the  still  operates  >  advance  the  revenue  in  the  Western  country,  I 
ih^iijost  unequally;  i' depresses  the  smaller  estab-  '>huuld  act  a  most  inconsistent  part  if  I  were  not 
li-i^yvnts  to  the  advantage  of  the  larger  ones.  ;  'o  lavor  a  reduction  of  the  tax.  I  have  no  fears 
Aji^^ugh  there  is  a  provision  in  this  bill  some-  '  'hat  this  or  any  other  tax  will  meet  with  resiit- 
w^«t -favorable  to  the  proprietor  of  a  single  still  j  ance  in  the  Western  country.  However  enor- 
nff  (nceeding  one  hundred  gallons,  it  will  be  '  fi^io"*  the  tax,  the  people  of  the  West  will  submit 
fciipO,  of  very  little  advantage.  A  gentleman  !'"  •'^''^Dce.  They  will  find  it  ruinous  to  continue 
frfc«i^enns\lrania,  (Mr.  Inoham.)  the  other  day,  the  distillation  of  domestic  spirits  ;  they  will  there- 
atjpnijpted  to  obviate  this  objection  of  inequality.  :  ^o^e  permit  their  establishments  to  remain  unoc- 
bjfv-tyerving  that  the  smaller  stills  manufacture  cupied  without  a  murmur  or  complaint.  They 
m5?«-Umorein  proportion  than  the  larger  ones,  art?  sensible  that  the  present  crisis  is  eventful  to 
Hi;  ^e»  gen  tie  man  be  correct.  1  am  utterly  at  a  los»  'heir  country;  they  believe  sacrifices  from  the 
'o|*'-1gn  a  reason  why  all  large  establishments  people  are  necessary  ;  they  are  prepared  to  make 
pri*e^  the  largest  siiils.  But  if  the  gentleman  be  'hem.  Of  this  they  have  given  evidence  that  is 
10  fiaft  correct,  when  we  advert  to  the   increased     not  equivocal. 

P^<^'*>(  license  fur  a  shorter  term,  we  will  find  Believing  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  interes; 
thtjidvantage  is  greatJy  with  the  large  establish-  '  o*  'he  Government  and  the  people  to  reduce  the 
mrifts.  who  obtain  licenses  for  the  longest  term,  i  proposed  tax,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  motion 
InjCiie  price  of  license,  if  my  recollection  serve  ^  h^^e  submitted  may  obtain, 
mi'^^frere  ii  a  (lifferente  of  more  than  one  hundred 
p«>f  icnt.  between  the  longest  and  shortest  terras. 
Ttijsc'  who  own  small  establishments,  from  neces- 
sii:>J  often  obtain  their  license  for  the  shortest 
teriji;  they  iiave  not  materials,  nor  ran  they  ob- 
taiij  ihera,  to  justify;  their  taking  license  for  a 
lo^er  period. 


Before  the  bill  was  gone   through,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Saturday,  November  26. 
TAX   OX  DISTILLED  LIQUORS,  &c. 

p,  L        u-  1      The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 

S'l'!.?. *"".'*!!'  otyeciion  against  _the  tax  on  |  tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  tax  bills ;  and.  after  fur- 


lhn>apacity  of  the  still,  that  is  well  worthy  of  |  ther  discussion    thereof,   rose    and    reported    the 
coi.  ideratiOD.     Whee  a  license  is  oblaiued,  al- 1  amendments  they  had  made  to  the  bill  "to  pro- 
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vide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  distillersof  spirituous  liquors;" 
which  amendments  the  House  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  take  into  consideration. 

Several  of  the  amendments  were  agreed  to 
without  debate.  Other  questions  of  amendment 
were  debated  ;  among  which  were  the  following : 

An  amendment  was  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  strike  out  twenty  cents,  the  amount  of 

\duty  to  be  paid  on  each  gallon  of  spirits  distilled, 
and  insert  fifteen.  The  question  on  concurring 
in  this  amendment  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  72,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

Ykab — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Bard,  Bayly 
of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clopton,  Conard,  Creighton, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davi^  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Forney,  Frank- 
lin, GboUon,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  (Jnffin,  Hail,  Hams, 
Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungcrford,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean,  IVewlon,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virgini'a,  Sunford,  Tannehill, 
Thompson,  Udree,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  V'ancey. 

^'a's — Messrs.  Darnett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Butler, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Comslock,  Condict,  Coop- 
er, Cox,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetti, 
Denoyelles,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hawes, 
Hulbert,  Ingcrsoll,  Irving,  Jackson  ot  Rhode  Island, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  McKim,  Miller,  Moore,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pilkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson, 
Ruggles,  Sage,  Seybert,  Shipherd,  Stockton,  Strong, 
«turges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Vose, 
Ward  of  MaasachusetU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Massa- 
chusetu,  and  Winter. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  William  Reed  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  it  the  following  new 
section : 

AndOe  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  of  the  said 
spmls  (whereupon  any  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this 
act  shall  have  been  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid)  shall, 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  be  exported  from 
the  Lnited  States  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  there 
shall  be  an  allowance  to  the  exporters  thereof,  by  way 
of  drawback,  equal  to  the  duties  thereupon,  according 
to  the  rates  by  ihu  act  imposed,  deducting  therefrom 
half  a  cent  per  gallon,  and  adding  to  the  allowance 
upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  from 
molasses  which  shall  be  so  exported,  ten  cents  per 
gallon  (u  an  equivaUnt  for  the  duty  laid  upon  mo- 
lasses; Provided  always,  That  the  said  allowance 
shall  not  be  made,  unless  the  said  exporter  or  export- 


ers shall  obaenre  the  regrulations  hereafter  prescribed  : 
And  provided  further.  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  alter  the  provisions  in  any  former 
acts,  concerning  drawbacks  or  allowances  in  nature 
thereof. 

Mr.  Pickering  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  words  in  italic, 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "a  sum' 
equivalent  to." — Negatived. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  above  pro- 
posed new  section  wa«  decided  in  the  negative. 
For  the  amendment  47,  against  it  99.  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mas^achusetU,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Higelow,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  MassachusetU, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Han- 
son, Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  .Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering] 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed.  Ruggles, 
Sheffey,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thomp- 
son,  Vose,  Ward  of  .MassachusetU,  Webster,  While, 
Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

^•ATfi — Messrs.  Alexander,  -Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdm,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lcffert*,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .McCoy, 
•McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane, 
Robcrteon,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Win- 
ter, and  Yancey. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended. 

Mr.  Pickering  moved  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  25th  section  of  the. bill  which  pledges  Con- 
gress tosubsiiiute  otherduties  equally  productive, 
if  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or 
modify  these,  dec,  by  striking  out  the  words 
'•  other  duties,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting 
••  other  internal  duties  or  taxes^ 

This  motion  was  negatived.  For  the  amend- 
ment 27,  against  it  107.  as  follows: 

Yk  18— Messrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Brad- 
bury, Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Davenport, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Ingersoll,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Law,  Lovett,  .Markell,  Moseley,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Ruggles,  Shipherd,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  and  WintefT 

^Avs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell, Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 


I 

66IJ 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


ii 


I    1 

I     ! 


652 


H.  hr  R. 


Bank  of  the  UniUd  States. 


Hal^^fljirrit,   H*sbroock,  Haw«fl,  Hopkins   of  Ken- 
tuck^j,  (Tubban),    Hmnpbrejs,   Hungerford,   Hulberl, 
Inghit'^n.  Irving,  irfrin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  John- 
son «fiVirfinJa,  Jijhnaon  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Ajsfybnd,  Kerr.  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Mas- 
sachjtMu,  King  or  North  Carolina,  Lefferls,  Lowndes, 
Lylcj  JWacon,    McCoy,    McKee,    McKim,    McLean, 
Moo«ej  Murfree,   ^elaon,   Newton,  Ormsby,    Parker, 
PickfH>,  riper,   Pl«a«ants,  Potter,  WiUiam  Reed,  Rea 
of  Pfrfnsylvania.    Rhea  of  Tennessee,   Rich,    Roane, 
Robe/ttoM.    Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,   Sheffey,   Skinner, 
SmitfeLr  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stocliti,!,  Tannrhill,    Taylor,  Telfair,    Udree,    Ward 
of  >'i;i^  itrsey.  White,   Wilcoi,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
PeiiR^i/yiinia,  and  i'ancev. 

TH*?arae  section  begins  thus:  "  That  towards 
estab-J^hiOg  an  adequate  revenue  lo  provide  for 
the  pi^rnent  of  ihe  expenses  of  Goremment,  for 
the  piimual  payment  of  the  public  debt,"  &c., 
(pled^flU  the  duties  laid  by  this  act,  for  these 
purpor,  *:■) 

Mr.  P:TKiN  nobved  to  amend  this  section  by 
strikit  y  out  the  H'ords  above  stated  in  italic.  For 
the  mi^ion  2S.  agjiinst  it  80. 

Mr.Ci  LPEPER'then  moved  to  amend  ihe  bill 
by  strligg  out  tr^ty cents,  (the  amount  ol  duty 
on  eacti  -alien  of  spirits  distilled.)  and  inserting 
iQ  I leutt hereof /ifi/re  and  a  half  cents.  Which 
motioi^aiso  was  ilegatived  by  the  following  vote : 
For  ih,..  fiction  4J,  against  it  81.  The  bill  was 
then  V  i?ved  to  bp  engrofised  for  a  third  reading. 

'I  \  •'      

MoNUAY,  November  28. 

THE  UNITED  STATES. 

South  Carolina,  from  the  >e- 
liiitlee  t(|  whom  was  committed  the  bill 
pvrate  th«|  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
States  of  America,  reported,  that  thecom- 
^a^l  had  sand  bill  ijinder  consideration,  but 
^r»g  been    able   to  discover  any  means  of 
g»  tiie  conflicting  opinions  on    the  subject, 
itj-ejore  directed  him  to  report  the  bill  with-' 
?(|njment.  i>Ir.  L.  also  laid  before  the  Houst 
f^f'ljtained  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury  lyi   fhe   committee,   on    the   subject   of  the 
amenjHif^iits  made  to  the  bank  bill. 
Th<|  ieijer  is  a>  follows: 

i  I    I  Wa8hi!««tox,  y<wember  27,  1814. 

SiRj  jThe  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, tv  vHich  th.'  Nank  bill  was  recommitted  on  Fri- 
day la>i,  h:^ve  directed  me  to  request  vou  to  commu- 
mcate  ,,  un  opinion,  in  relaUon  to  the'  effect  which  a 
considvrjbl-  issue  o|  Treasury  notes,  (lo  which  should 
be  attavl  h^  the  qiiajity  of  be^ng  receivable  in  subscrip- 
Uons  t«  hit  bank)  might  hav<,  upon  the  credit,  and  par- 
ticularly ujlon  the  prospect*  of  a  loan  for  1815.  As 
the  biU,  i  U  was  referred  to  the  committee,  provides  for 
the  suliijd  ir-iion  of  frfrty-four  millions  of  Treasury  notes 
to  form;  i^iJh  sn  mClions  of  specie,  the  capital  of  the 
bank;  »- y  ,informc;tion  which  you  may  think  proper 
to  give,  f-^ttjT  in  relation  to  the  pracUcability  of  getting 
them  int|Circulatiurx  without  depreciation,  or  in  regard 
to  their  .prration  op  any  part  of  our  fiscal  .^vstem 
alferwafc  i,  wdl  be  v^ry  accepuble.  I  am,  sir  6cc 
.,  WILLIAM  LOWNDES. 


;  t     .       MO.NUAI 

pki'K  OF  TH 

r;  ^<4^*'NDEH,  of 


Hon. 


ftrniTAtir  Of  THB  TRBASlBr. 


NOVBMBBH,  1814- 
TaiAsi'mr  Dkparthekt,  Nov.  27,  1814. 

.J.l\',l  ^^"^  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptof 
)our  letter,  requesting,  for  a  committee  of  the  Houm 
of  Representatives,  an  opinion  upon  the  followinir  in- 
quiries ;  * 

1.  The  effect  which  a  considerable  iaaue  of  Trcasurv 
notes,  with  the  quality  of  being  receivable  in  subscrii; 
Uons  to  a  National  Bank,  will  have  upon  the  credit  o( 
the  Government ;  and,  particularly,  ujKJn  the  prospecU 
of  a  loan  for  1815.  ^      *^ 

2.  The  practicabihty  of  getting  forty -four  millions  of 
1  reasury  notea,  forming,  with   six  millions  of  specie 
the  capital  for  a  National  Bank,  into  circulation,  with- 
out depreciation. 

The  inquiries  of  the  committee  cannot  be  satisfac- 
torily answered,  in  the  abstract,  but  must  be  considered 
in  connexion  with  the  state  of  our  finances,  and  the 
state  of  the  public  credit. 

When  I  arrived  at  Washington,  the  Treasury  was 
sullering  under  every  kind   of  embarrassment.  '  The 
demands    upon   it  were   great  in    amount;  while  the 
means  to  satisfy  them  were  comparatively  small    pre- 
carious  m  the  collection,  and  difficult  in  the  application. 
i  he  demand.?  consisted  of  dividends  upon  old  and  new 
funded  debt,  of  Trea.sury  note.,  and  of  Legislative  ap- 
proprialions  for  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  current 
service;  all  urgent,  and  impwrtnnt.     The  means  con- 
sisted,  first,  of  the  fragment  of  an  authority  to  borrow 
money,  when    nobody  was  disposed    to   lend,  and    to 
issue  Treasury  notes,  which  none  but  necessitous  credi- 
tors,  or  contractors,  in  distress,  or  commissaries,  quarter- 
masters, and  navy  agents,  acting,  as  it  were  officially, 
•eemcd  wilhng  to  accept:  2d.  Of  the  amount  of  bank 
crediu,  scattered  throughout  the  Uniteil  States,  and  prin- 
cipally in  the  Southern  and  Western  banks,  which  had 
been  rendered,  m  a  great  degree,  useless,  by  the  stop- 
page  of  paymentij   in  specie,  and   the  consequent  im- 
practicability of  transferring  the  public  funds  from  one 
place,  to  meet  the  public  engagements  in  another  place  : 
Jd.  Of  the  current  supply  of  money  from  the  import, 
from  internal  duties,  and  from  the  sales  of  public  land  ; 
which  ceased  to  be  a  foundation  of  any  rational  esti- 
mate, or  reserve,  to  provide  even  for  the  dividends  on 
the  funded  debt,  when  it  was  found  that  the  Treas-  y 
notes,  (only  requiring,  indeed,  a  cash  payment  at  the 
distance  of  a  year)  to  whomsoever  they  were  issued  at 
the  I  reasury,  and  almost  as  soon  as  they  were  issued, 
reached    the  hands  of    the   collectors,  in   payment  of 
debts,  duties,  and    taxes ;  thus    disappointing  and    de- 
feating the  only  remaining  expectations  of  productive 
revenue. 

i       Under  those  circumstances,  (which  I  had  the  honor 
to    communicate    to    the    Committee    of    Ways    and 
Means.)   it  became  the  duty  of  thi.  Department,  lo 
,  endeavor  to  remove  the  immediate  pressure  from  the 
i  reasury;    to  endeavor   to  restore  the  public  credit ; 
and  to  endeavor   to  provide   for  the  cxpenaea  of  the 
ensuing  year.      The  only  measures  that  occurred  to- 
my  mind,  for  the    accomplishment   of   such    an    im- 
portant object,   have  been  presented    to   the  view  of 
Congress.     The  act,  authorizing  the  receipt  of  Treaa- 
;  ury  notes   in    payment  of  subscriptions    to   a   public 
loan,  was  passed,  I  fear,  too  late  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose  for  which  it  waa  cesigned.     It  promises,  at  ihi» 
time,   httle  relief,   either    a^  an    instrument    to  raise 
money,  or  to  absorb  the  claims  for  the  Treasury  notes, 
which  are  daily  becoming  due.     From  this  cause,  and 
other  obvious  causes,  the  dividend  on  the  funded  debt 
haa  not  been  punctually  paid ;  a  large  amount  of  Treasury 
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notes  has  already  been  dishonored  ;  and  the  hope  of  i  subscriptions  in  Treasury  notea ;  and  a  general  de- 
preventing  further  injury  and  reproach,  in  transacting  pression  in  the  value  of  the  public  debt  will  inevitably 
buainerts  with  the  Treasury,  is  too  visionary  to  afford  a    ensue. 

moment's  consolation.  j      Because,  the  very  proposition  of  making  a  conaider- 

The  actual  conditionof  the  Treasur)-,  thus  described,  ,  "ble  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  even  with  the  quality  of 
will  serve  to  indicate  the  sUte  of  the  pubhc  credit,  j  being  subscribed  to  a  National  Bank,  can  only  be  re- 
Public  credit  depends,  essentially,  upon  public  opinion,  garded  as  an  experiment,  on  which  it  seems  dangerous 
The  usual  test  of  public  credit  IS,  indeed,  the  value  of '  to  ''^'y  1  the  Treasury  notes  must  be  purchased  at 
public  debt.  The  faculty  of  borrowing  money  is  not  P*"^*  with  money ;  a  new  set  of  creditors  are  to  be 
a  test  of  public  credit ;  for  a  faithless  Government,  [  created  ;  it  may,  or  it  may  not,  be  deemed  an  object  of 
like  a  desperate  individual,  has  only  to  increase  the  '  speculation,  by  the  money  holders,  to  subscribe  to  the 
premium,  according  to  the  exigency,  in  order  to  secure  '  bank  ;  the  result  of  the  experiment  cannot  be  ascer- 
aloan.  Thus,  public  opinion,  manifested  in  every  form  |  tained,  until  it  will  be  too  late  to  provide  a  remedy,  in 
and  in  eyey  direction,  hardly  permiu  us,  at  the  present  |  the  case  of  failure ;  while  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
juncture' to  speak  of  the  existence  of  public  credit;  and  j  J»P"t  will  be  affected  by  every  circumstance  which 
yet,  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  Government,  in  the  •        -- 

resources  of  its  patronage  and  its  pledges,  might  find 
the  means  of  tempting  the  rich  and  the  avaricious  to 
supply  its  immediate  wants.  If  it  is  now  a  charter  of 
incorporation,  it  may  then  be  a  grant  of  land;  but, 
afler  all,  immeasurable  tracts  of  the  western  wild 
would  be  exhausted  in  successive  efforts  to  obuin  pe- 
cuniary aids,  and  still  leave  the  Government  neces- 
sitous, unless  the  foundations  of  public  credit  were  re- 
established, and  maintained.  In  the  measures,  therefore, 
which  It  has  been  my  duly  to  suggest,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  introduce  a  permanent  plan  for  reviving 
the  public  credit ;  of  which  the  facility  of  borrowing 
money,  in  anticipation  of  bcttled  and  productive  reve- 


.  .  -    J-hich 

keeps  the  efficacy  of  its  fiscal  operations  in  suspense  or 
doubt. 

Because,  the  prosp*et  of  a  loan,  for  the  year  1816 
without  the  aid  of  a  bank,  is  faint  and  unpromising  ■ 
except,  perhaps,  so  far  as  the  pledge  of  a  specific  tax 
may  succeed  ;  and  then,  it  must  be  recollected,  that  a 
considerable  supply  of  money  will  be  required  for  the 
war,  beyond  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes  to  be 
levied. 

Because,  if  the  loan  for  the  year  1815  be  made  to 
depend  upon  the  iasue  of  Treasury  notes,  subscribable 
to  the  National  Bank,  it  will  probably  fail,  for  the  rea- 
sons which  have  already  been  suggested  ;  and,  if  the 
loan  be  independent  of  that  operation,  a  consideraMe 


nues,  is  only  an   incident,  although  it  is  an  incident    i**"^  of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 


as  durable  as  the  plan  itself.  The  outline  seemed  to 
embrace  whatever  was  requisite,  to  leave  no  doubt 
upon  the  power  and  the  disposition  of  Government,  in 
relation  to  its  pecuniary  engagements,  to  diminish, 
and  not  to  augment  the  amount  of  public  debts,  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  and  to  create  general  confidence, 
rather  by  the  manner  of  treating  the  claims  of  the 
present  class  of  creditors,  than  by  the  manner  of  con- 
cihating  the  favor  of  a  new  class. 

With  these  explanatory  remarks,  sir,  I  proceed  to 
answer,  specifically,  the  questions  which  you  have 
proposed : 

1.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  considerable  issues  of 
Treasury  notes,  with  the  quality  of  being  receivable  in 
subscriptions  to  a  National  Bank,  will  have  an  injurious 
effect  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government ;  and,  also, 
upon  the  prospects  of  a  loan  for  1815. 

Because,  it  will  confer,  gratuitously ,  an  advantage 
upon  a  class  of  new  creditors,  over  the  present  creditors, 
of  the  Government,  standing  on  a  footing  of  at  least 
equal  merit. 

Because,  it  will  excite  general  dissatisfaction  among 
the  present  holders  of  the  public  debt;  and,  generally, 
distrust  among  the  capitalists,  who  are  accustomed  to 
advance  their  money  to  ihe  Government. 

Because,  a  quality  of  subscribing  to  the  National 
Bank,  attached  to  Treasury  notes,  exclusively,  will  tend 
to  depreciate  the  value  of  all  public  debt,  not  possess- 
ing that  quality  ;  and  whatever  depreciates  the  value 
of  the  public  debt  in  this  way,  must  necessarily  impair 
the  public  credit. 

Because,  the  specie  capiul  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Uiiited  States,  so  far  as  it  may  be  deemed  applicable 
to  investments  in  the  public  stocks,  has  already,  in  a 
great  measure,  been  so  vested  ;  the  holders  of  the 
present  debt  will  be  unable  to  become  subscribers  to 
the  bank,  (if  that  object  should,  eventually,  prove  de- 
sirable,) without  selling  their  stock  at  a  depreciated 
rate,  in  order  to  procure  the  whole  amount  of  their 


bank  capital,  must,  it  is  believed,  deprive  the  Govern- 
ment of  every  chance  of  raising  money  in  any  other 
manner. 

2.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  impracticable,  to  get  forty-four  millions  of  Treas- 
ury  notes  (forming,  with  six  millions  of  specie,  the 
capital  of  a  National  Bank)  into  circulation,  with  or 
Without  depreciation. 

Because,  if  the  subscription  to  the  bank  becomes  an 
object  of  speculation,  the  Treasury  notes  will  probably 
be  purchased  at  the  Treasury,  and  at  the  loan  offices, 
and  never  pass  into  circulation  at  all. 

Because,  whatever  portion  of  the  Treasury  notes 
might  pass  into  circulation,  would  be  speedily  with- 
drawn, by  the  speculators  in  the  subscription  to  the 
bank,  after  arts  had  been  employed  to  depreciate  their 
value. 

Because,  it  is  not  believed,  that,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  public  credit,  forty-four  millions  of  Treasury 
notes,  can  be  sent  into  circulation.  The  only  differ- 
ence between  the  Treasury  notes  now  issued,  and  dis- 
honored, and  those  proposed  to  be  issued,  consists  in 
the  subscribable  quality  ;  but  reasons  have  already 
been  assigned  for  an  opinion,  that  this  difference  does 
not  afford  such  confidence  in  the  experiment, as  seems 
requisite  to  justify  a  reliance  upon  it,  for  accomplish- 
ing some  of  the  most  interesting  objects  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  must  beg  you,  sir,  to  pardon  the  haste  with  which 
I  have  written  these  general  answers  to  your  inquiries. 
But,  knowing  the  importance  of  time,  and  feeling  a 
desire  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  contributing  to  the 
loss  of  a  moment,  I  have  chosen  rather  to  rest  upon 
the  intelligence  and  candor  of  the  committee,  than  to 
enter  upon  a  more  labored  investigation  of  the  subject 
referred  to.     I  have  the  honor,  «&c., 

A.  J.  DALIES. 
William  Lowhdks,  Esq. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hanso.n  to  print 
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ler ;  whit'h  motibn  beinf  objected  to,  was 
e6  not  to  be  in  orider  at  this  iime. 
House  |Jrocet'd(td   to  the  consideration  of 


1  (*•  House  p 
e  fcjl. 
T!*  jjuestion 


ferrt 


the! 
deck 
T 

the    _ 

depenciing  when  the  bill  was  re- 
?i*  lo  a  select  committee,  now  recurred.  It 
was  (  n  n  rnotiua  of  Mr.  Gaston  to  strike  out  fifty 
milli  lOf,  (the  proposed  capital  of  the  bank.)  and 
instir  ;t\veniy.    , 

T;l|?  luotion  was  imfiiediately  decided  without 
debtl-:-ror  ilieniotioir  54.  against  it  85,  as  fol- 
lows j 

Yk  i — Mc8«i.<  BaylieH  of  Massachusetts,  Bisrelow, 
BoyJ,  Bradbury,, Brighan;.  Cilley.  Cox,  Culpeper,  Da- 
fenp<'  ,t,  Ely,  FarYow,  CJaston.  Geddes,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyri.f  iourdin,(;ro8venor.  Hale,  Hanson,  Hungerford, 
Hull)>'t,  Kennedy,  Kentrtf  New  York,  King  of  Massa- 
chuiji.ts,  Law,  Lcwia,  Lovett.  Markell,  McKce,  Miller, 
Mo«el  'y,  Oakley,-  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin.  Potter, 
iohh  iefcd,  Wiili^m  Reed.  Ruggles.  Schureman,  Sey- 
bert^  i^hjt^fley,  Sunford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Thoii  (.«)n,  Voi<r[  Webster,  Uheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wil*  aiof  Masnaihusetts,  and  Winter. 

Na  fsi—MesHrsjAlexandrr,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Bar!»<  UK,  Bard,  l^arnett,  Bines,  Bowcn,  Brown,  Bur- 
welt,  d^^tler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clark  C'lopton,  (Jomstock.  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creij.^tr'.n,  Croucn,  Cuthln-rt,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vaniaV  Ilenoyellen,  DeshaJEarle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Find- 
ley,  ft«|i  of  Vermont.  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Fomr  h|  Franklin.  Griffin,  Hall.  Harris,  Hasbrouck. 
Ha»«4,  jHopkinsof  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
j)<,  Inghanj,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ker- 
)lUbourn,'King  oi  North  Carolina,  Lefferts, 
iei,  Lyir.  McCoy,  McLean.  Moore,  Murfree, 
Jni  PickeiiS,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, n^iAi  of  Tennessee,  Kich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
SevicK  fharp,  J^hipherd,  Skinner.  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, mith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  TannehUI,  Telfair, 
Troti  ,  ?Jdree.W>rd  of  .\cw  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson 
of  P<e    n««ylvania,  pnd  Yancey. 

Mt  I^OWNDK^  then  njoved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
stride:  iij  out  tilky  and  inserting  thirty  millions, 
whifc  ;  ijuestioQ  was  decided  without  debate.  For 
the'j,  ovion  77.  ugainsi  jt  66,  as  fuUows : 

Yi^s -Messrs.  Alexander,  Barbour,  Bard,  Baylies 
of  M!jf.i»chuselts,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Burwell, 
Cannin,  CiUcy.  Cox,  Cujpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,' 


-jr.,  v,w„.„,..,  ixaic,  iiauBuii,  nuiigeriorti,  iiui- 
wvjng,  Johijson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Nev.  Jdrk,  Kert^^aw,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lev»i7  Lovett,  j.owndes,  Macon.  .Markell,  .McKec, 
McKliu'  Miller.  jMoseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson^ 
Picl<e^r,^,  Piper. !Piikin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed] 
Wif}i4nt  Reed,  Kjch,  RobvrUon,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 

Sevlnit.'SheffftV.  >>kinnpr    Sfnnfr.r.1    Si>r...l.. o. 


Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Kerr,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, LefferU,  Lyle.  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sbipherd,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  TannehiU, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Tn.up,  Udree,  Wiliiams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Y'ancey. 

So  the  House  determined  to  reduce  the  capital 
of  the  bank  to  thirty  millions. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  suggested  several  amend- 
ments, to  make  other  parts  of  the  bill  correspond- 
ent with  the  amendment  just  made ;  which  were 
agreed  lo. 

Mr.  Easton  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  and  spoke  sooie  time  in  support  of  it,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was.  to  require  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  at  anv  time  when  qpe  hundred  thousand 
dollars  should  be  subscribed  and  paid  in,  or  held, 
by  citizens  of  Missouri  Territory,  and  when  the 
same  shall  be  lequired  by  three-fourths  of  such 
stockholders,  to  establish  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  at  St.  Louis  in  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory. 

This  motion  was  supported  also  in  a  cogent 
manner  by  Mr.  McKee.  of  Kentucky. 

It  was  however  negatived.  27  only  risin«y  in 
favor  of  it.  ' 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  not  less  alive  to  the  critical 
and  awful  condition  of  the  country,  than  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  whose  letter  had  been  just 
read  by  the  Clerk.     The  picture  he  had  painted 
of  our  financial   affairs  was  not   more  frightful 
than  the  reality.     In  some    features   it  fell  short 
ol  the  original.     Not  only  had  Government  bills 
been  di.shonored,  and   the  interest  of  the  public 
debt  remained  unpaid,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  but  facts  were  within  the  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  H.  still  more  disreputable  and   de- 
grading to  the  Administration.     So  completely 
empty  was  the  Treasury,  and  destitute  of  credit, 
that   funds  could  not   be  obtained    to  defray  the 
current  ordinary  expenses  of  the  different  Depart- 
ments.    Disgraceful,  humiliating  as  the  fact  was 
a  ought  not  to  be  concealed  from  the  nation,  and' 
he  felt  It  his  duty  to  slate  to  the  House,  that  the 
Department  of  State  was  »o  bare  of  money  as  to 
be  unable   to   pay  even   its  stationery  bill.     The 
Government  was  subsisting  upon   the  drainings 
of  unchartered    banks  in    the   District,  who  felt 
themselves  compelled  to  contribute  their  means, 
lest    the  rod,   in    terrorem.  which  was   held  over 
them,  should  be  applied,  and  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion refused.     Yes,  it  was  well  known  to  the  cit- 
izens of  the  District,  that  the  Treasury  was  obliT. 

race 


i;   s--.«iB.r»    .vision,  .-vnuerson,  Avery,  uarucu,  j  -•  -- -: .  "...v...  wiv  ..  a.  j-rt-paniueni  was  uoaoie 

Binca  iJowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Chappell,,  «o  pay.  and  persuaded  a  bank  in  Geort^etown  to 
Clarjv  Clopton,  C^mstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  I  pay  for  them.  He  mentioned  several  acceptances 
CreiK  t*y'.Croudi.Dana.J)av,s  of  Pennsylvania,  De- I  which  he  himself  had  seen,  for  large  amounts! 
noyel*»,Epp^8.hindley.ruko  New  York.  Forney,!  which  had  been  protested  by  the  public  notary 
SawT  >il^^f '"'^'r'n'  "»'''"-"*- M-brouck,  The  Paymaster  was  unable  tJmeet  demands  for 
Ha«:el,  Mopkin.  ff  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,    paltry  amounts-oot  even  for  $3U,  which  was  I 
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well  established  fact.     He  spoke  also  of  the  fail- I /"a/uu*,  trulv    sir    and  nrhi..h    i;w.  „.k-.  ;-  u    i 
and  PhT.r;  ;^,^P"^'--««i-— N- York  Kanterns,  .nVn'derrd^r^tV    s%rp"r     ta" 
and  Philadelphia.     He  said  he  was  apprized,  sev-  ,  play  about   the  surface  of  those  stagnated    pTo  1 
eral  days  in  advance,  of  the  explosion  which  hap- I  until  it   sinks,  and   ..  exlinauisbed.     It  was  ^h  s 

fa'k.lh r  fl       ''""  ^'\'T  '"'^   *^'^  '"'"P'"'^  ,!"    '^r  ^  ^'^"^  ^"'^  '■^•^^  prophetVho  led  us  i^to  Can 
take  the  floor  several   days  past,   to   prepare  the  ,  ada.  to  conquer  free  Irade  and  sailors' rixrhts    and 
House  for  the  even,    but  he  had  not  been  so  for-  ;  such  is  the  sanguine  nature  of  tie  late  fhluman 
tunate  as  to  catch    the   Speaker's  eye.     In  short,  i  of  the  CommilTee  of  Foreign  Relarions    thLt  ? 
It  was  difficult  to  conceive  a  situation  more  crit-  ,  have  not  a  doubt,  even  now.  he  would  contract  if 
icaland   perilous,    than    that  of  the  Government    he  could  find  security  for  the  forfeiture  trcaDture 
at  this   moment,  without  money   without  credit,    in  six  weeks,  more  or  less,  the  whole  British  armv 
and   destitute   of    tip    mpan*   nf  H«f«n.i.n„    ,k^    „„^  ,i..i:>.,  '.u l        »  ""^  **""'«  pnnsn  army. 


and   destitute   of    the    means   of  defending    the 
country. 

Under  such  circumstances,  1  agree,  said  Mr.  H., 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  not  a' 
moment  should  be  lost  in  exerting  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress   to  its  utmost  energy. 


and  deliver   them,  bound   hand  and  foot  at  the 
Capitol.  ' 

The  Speaker  called  to  order,  conceiving  the 
remarks  to  be  personal. 

Mr.  Han8on  said,  that  hitherto  he  had  with 

,    „.     '.         .  ,"'  T-    "  V"  ---"v. 6 J,  I  pleasure  paid  the  most  scrupulous  rec^ard  to  the 

Lh^.l  .»:  °'  """^  ''"^'  '^'17''  '"."•'"'  of  events,  judgment  of  the  Chair,  and  bowed  cbeerfuUy  to 
which  threatens  to  overwhelm   the  nation.     Not     its   decisions,  but  on    this  occasion   he  m u  i  be 

ITTrT  "^^^  'IV^'^'a  '°  P''^^^"''"§:.  '!  P0^«'-  '  «""wed  to  suggest  that  the  latitude  usually  in- 
b  e,  further  mischief  and  in  repairing  what  was  ,  dulged  in  such  discussions  was  favorable  to  the 
already  done.  But  if  an  opinion  was  to  be  formed  course  now  taken  in  debate.  Besides  the  honor- 
Ho.tr'''  °T.!^'  P"''  proceedingsof  the  able  Speaker  would  recollect,  upon  this  very 
House,  there  was  little  ground  for  hope.  Con-  (  question,  the  liberty  contended  for  had  been  en- 
gress  was  in  the  third  month  of  its  session  ;  ,t  had  j  joyed  by  the  other  side  of  the  House  in  a  degree 
been  convened  under  circut»stances  appealing  to  j  and  mode  not  now  proposed  to  be  transcended 
whatever  of  spirit  and  patriotism  there  was  in  the  The  Speaker  said  h^anxiety  to7xc  ud"  eve^v 
country,addressingthemse  veswith  peculiar  force  thing  like  personality  from  deblte  and  a  convic- 
to  the  au^iors  of  our  calam.iies-the  party  in  -  tion'ihat  Ihe  rule  of  the  House  'unpor?edh?s 
power.  What  had  been  done  towards  discharg-  ,  opinion,  were  sufficient  reasons  for  hTadhering 
ing  he  interesting  and  sacred  trust  reposed  in  the  ,  to  his  decision.  And  it  was  due  to  he  gen  le^ 
representatives  ol  the  people-th^.  guardians  of  ,  man  from  Maryland  to  say,  that  he  had  fl ways 


the  national  honor  and  safety  ?     The  House  was 

dailyinvolved  in  useless  wranglingdebates,  which 
from  all  appearance  were  likely  to  result  in  noth- 
ing but  words,  and  abortive  attempts  at  action, 
'bile   the  doctors  are   disputing,   said   Mr.   H. 


paid    that    respect  to  the  Chair,  which   was   so 
necessary  in  supporting  its  dignity,  and  that  of 
the  House. 
Mr.  Hanson  acquiesced.     He  knew  of  noihin<r 
„i    .,,  ,,  .     .  --,._. ...J,.   „...^   ,.,..   ^^      more  visionary  than  the  idea  of  the  eentleman 

about  the  niedic.nes  to  be  administered,  the  pa- I  from  South  cLol.na,  that,  in  the  presfn"  d^^^^^^^^ 
y.nn nf  h'^  f  aPProach.ng  to  Its  last  breath.  It  :  ciated  state  of  the  public  credit  and  financesThe 
cannot  be  said  ol  me,  sir,  that  I  have  thrown  ob-  enormous  sum  of  forty-four  millions  of  TreaLurv 
structions  m  the  way  of  the  ruling  party.  So  far  i  notes  could  be  put  in  circulation  A  scheme  of  a 
frotn  It,  I  have  abstained  purposely  from  taking  I  paper  medium  so  stupendous,  at  a  time  so  critical 
part  m  mat|y  interesting  debates,  in  the  hope  that  destroyed  every  hope  of  extncating  the  coin  rv' 
action  would  be  substituted  for  words,  and  from  ;  If  sanctioned  by  the  House,  so  far  from  reliev  n^ 
ofX.hlT'''?'°"'"'"'''r'''"y™°""^"^l»^«  nation.  It  iould  plunge  it  into  still  deepe^'r 
^s  ,nv  ar.iln,T      ^^ '""' '°  '^e  country.  Such  !  difficulties.     He  looked  wfih  horror  and  dismay 

co'^ '.  ten    iur'.n?  'r''T\''  T''  "^  {''  '',    ^'  '^'   P^^J^'^''  ^'^'^   ^^«   "^'^^  -f  -11  astonished 
^consistent  with    intelligent   legislation,   that   I     that  the  House  treated  it  with  the  respect  of  en- 
would  not  now  claim  the  attention  of  the  House,     tertain.ng  it  one  day  in  debate  ^ 
ed   and^inirrn'T"  "  ^f  hausied.     I  have  wait-  i      Sir,  said  Mr.  H  ,  my  opposition  to  this  gigan- 
consigned  to  tV;  flT^'l  pertjicious  measure    t.c,  ricketty.  deformed  project,  cannot  be  ascrTbed 
and   t^o  see  ?ome  mh!r   f  "^.''''^f"'''^  V'T  i'^  \  '"  t  ^"^•='»"  d'^^"?"  to  embarrass  the  Government, 
discretion  and  .ooH               r    '    ?!*"'  "'^''^   "'^    ^"'^  P'*''""'  '^'"   ''^''^  necessary  to  be  afforded 
t.on    introduced  in  .1,  n?'          ^   "°"''  ''"  'T'    ""'^  T'"^'^^  '"  ^'  '^'''^'^^ '°  '^^  ^^''^''^-   ^  ^^^w] 
nolCer      Itsnl^n^Kl^^^^^^^^     lean  remain  silent  ,  sir,  the  country  cannot   be   defended,  it  will   be 
eguacv  to  the  endrnrn  '^^^^/'n^y.  '^^  "t^"  mad-  ,  out  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  save  it, 
Sencv  seem  ?o  bZ-n^''-      '  '"'^  \''  destructive  :  if  they  are  so  disposed,  unless  the  Treasury  is  re- 
of  the  House   who  «r?P'''"'  '"  '  '"'f  "^'J^'^y    ^''''^-     ^^>'  oPP-^ition  to  the  bill  proceeds  from 
A  scheme  so  absurd  anTP^'""'  '°  '^''^^V''^  "'  '  ^^  ^^'^^"^«  ^^^'^'V'  '"  ?'««=«  it  in  the  power  of 
been  loXd  for  from  T    ,1'^'""*^^'  ^^"''^   '^^^^    ^''ose  who  direct  the  Government,  to  defend  and 

which  nrodin^^^^^  "i^''  ^r?""  ''^^°  '^'''  '  ^^»^«  '^^  ^^^''''y-     ^  «"11  Pe^^^'t  ^0  man  in  this 

which  produced   it;  and   I  am  glad    to  see   that  I  nation   lo   lake    precedence  of  me,  in  straining 

every  nerve,  and  stretching  the  Constitution  to 
the  utmost  limit  of  liberal  interpretation,  to  im- 
part the  power  requisite  to  defend  the  country, 
and  maintain  its  rights  of  sovereignty  and  soil ; 


genileuieu  on 


-    ,  ,         'i*  °'l*^'"  '*'<1^  of  the  House  have 

at  last  collecledftiie  courage,  and  manifested  their 

determination  to  pursue  what  they  call  an  ienis 

fatuus  (Mr.  Calhoun)  no  further.      An  ignit 
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butljrjfll  embark  in  nc  rash  and  (]e«:perate  meas- 
ur€»,|vfhjch  Will  put  eTrerythiog  at  hazard,  and 
eota  f  linDumbered  wo«;s  upon  posterity.  "  Des- 
per*ii?  vituatKiD^  produ'ce  desperate  councils  and 
desp«|ra(e  measures!"  But  it  is  in  such  times 
thaJ  |n»'n  of  virtue,  reflection,  and  wisdom,  are 
e»p«'|a!ly  called  on  to  look  with  dispassionate 
calm|e>s  on  the  state  of  alTairs.  and  to  oppose 
witaRi'mness  all  expedients  which  are  calcu- 
latedto  increase,  instead  of  diminishing  the  evils 
to  U  remedied.  At  a  period  like  the  present, 
whes  J' men  are  as  much  blinded  by  the  extremes 
of  mi  ^ty,"  as,  ui  times  past,  they  have  been  in- 
tone, *ed  with  the  extreme  of  prosperity,  ihecor- 
recli'j  L  of  sober  judgment  and  wholesome  inquiry 
is  nu,  e  necehsary  to  prevent  irremediable  mis- 
chief !!i»n  to  ijuard  against  probable  reverses.  It 
has  bfcti  said  that  "great  distress  never  has  hith- 
ertoltLught,  and,  while  the  world  lasts,  never  will 
teact'Xlfssons  of  wisdom  to  mankind."  But,  if 
wis(i(4o  in  our  aouncils  cannot  be  assured  by  past 
calajT*,;ies,  we  may  at  l*ast  avoid  a  pitfall  which 
is  vi^ibl'*  to  the  dullest  vision. 

I  _s  y  again,  iand  agjin,  sir,  my  undisguised, 
arov  4  object  j«,  to  defend  the  country,  and,  if 
it  be'    '.dl  too  late,  undei-  Providence,  to  preserve 
it  byiirompt.   aud  wij^e,  and   vigorous  Consliiu- 
lion^'measures.    I  am  oot  ignorant  that  the  first 
and  t  i>(iispensal)le   step    towards   defending    the 
couqijy   is  the  recovery  of  public  credit,  and  the 
disei^iiafrassmeat  of  the  finances.    But  I  do  fear, 
wilhi.«a  united  effort  in  this  House  and  throuorh- 
out  itl>  nation  to  restore  confidence  in  the  Treas- 
ury, eifry  attempt  to  reinstate  the  finances  will 
provtiibortive.     I  enterxain  the  opinion,  formed 
after  L<ich  rellection  and  a  free  interchange  of 
i<t  with  enlightened   men,  that,  unless  a 
^nd  generous  effort  is  made  by  all  parties 
tr  the  expiring  credit  of  the  Treasury,  it 
Kntinue  to  languish,  daily  to  depreciate,  un- 
•uld  say  the  credit  of  Jacob  Barker  liim- 
fil  were  not  attacljing  more  importance  to 
jiB  he  merits,  w\\Y  be  high,  compared  with 
lat  0-  the  Government,  in  the  money  market. 
Und?;^  this  strong  conviction,  and   knowin<»'.  as 
eTery|rrBn  m  the  naticin   must   know,  that°ihe 
coun-t|/  cannot  be  defended  without  the  ways  and 
raean^  and.  as  far  as  depends  on  me,  beinf^  re- 
solvQt^a^  every  hazard  and  extremity  consistently 
with  ^ivjil   liberty  and   the  Constitution,  to  pre- 
serve, fctnmpairecj.  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, liihereforc  \hall  co-operate  in  all  measures 
to  def&cj   the   cuuntry.     This  can  only  be  done 
by  ro|nc{Jucing  and  bracing  the  main  sinew  of 
war-i-|i^ney,  p^itlic  credit— without  which,  the 
natiorfw^-ll  be  delivered  up.  bound  hand  and  foot, 
to  theVnemy.  unless  rescued  by  the  energy  of  the 
respeic.n'*    State   sovereignties.      When    things 
come  jo  the  worst,  the  States  can  and  will  defend 
thera;S«v'es,  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  my  object  is  to 
defend|t|je  countiry  under  the  Constitution,  and 
to  pr^i  eiit  a  dis«)[ution  of  the  Union,  which  is 
inevu?  [lit*,  if  the  means  are  not  provided  to  ena- 
ble lUk  General  Qovernmeni  to  defend  the  States. 
If  the  I  teans  arf  supplied,  and  they  are  still  mis- 
applift  and  wa-ied  jn  fruitless  attempts  at  con- 
• 


quest,  the  States  must,  of  necessity,  take  their 
defence  into  their  own  hands.     But  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  is  so  critical.  I  see  no  choice 
but  to  take  the  chance  of  a  correct  application  of 
means  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   The  charge  never  shall  be  brought  a»ainst 
me,  that  I  folded  ray  arms  and  looked  on  an  in- 
different spectator,  while   the  country  was  sink- 
ing.    The  men   in  power  shall  never  be  able  to 
throw  upon  me  any  portion  of  the  blame  of  not 
extricating   the  country  from  the  difficulties  into 
which  their  incompetency  and  folly  iiave  plunged 
it.     It  will   be  demanded  of  them   to  return  the 
Government  pure  and  undefiled,as  they  received 
it.     Degrading  terms  of  peace  I  will  never  agree 
to;  and  if  our  rights  and  honor  arc  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, they  shall   never  have  it  to  say  they  were 
so  sacrificed,  because  I,  as  one  of  the  minority, 
withheld    from   them  the   means  of   preserring 
them.     No;  they  shall  have  the  means,  as  far  as 
I  can  give  them.     I  will  bear  my  portion  of  the 
odium  of  their  measures  for  defence,  where  they 
do  not  trench  upon  the  Constitution.    When  they 
do  so  trench  ;  when  their  measures  go  to  pros- 
trate civil  liberty,  and  overthrow  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  will  resist  them,  and  recommend  resistance 
to  the  people.    I  will  draw  the  sword  to  put  down 
and  punish  usurpation  and  tyranny  at  home,  with 
the  same  alacrity  that  I  would  rush  to  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  to  repel  the  invading  foe.     I  now  fear 
nothing  from  usurpation,  because  we  are  now 
free  and  able  to  resist  it  successfully.  Tlie  attempt 
will  prove  that  both  the  physical  and  numerical 
strength  of  the  country  lies  where  it  ought  to  lie, 
because  it  will  never  be  exerted  except  in  defence 
of  the  country  and  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
Subjugation   by  a  foreign  Power  can  hardly  be 
deemed  an  evil,  compared  with  domestic  despot- 
ism and  slavery.  The  foreign  yoke  may  be  broken 
and  thrown  off,  but  the  chains  rivetted  upon  a  peo- 
ple by  their  own   tyrants,  are  difficult  to  be  loos- 
ened and  destroyed.     It  will  be  unavailing,  and 
worse  than  unavailing,  to  put  the  country  in  a  pos- 
ture to  meet  the  enemy  without,  if  a  more  dan- 
gerous enemy  within  is  permitted  quietly,  and  at 
his  leisure,  to  reduce  this  people  to  a  state  of  ig- 
nominious bondage. 

In  coming  to  the  determination  to  grant  the  sup- 
plies asked  for  to  defend  the  country,  I  maintain 
I  am  neither  inconsistent  with  myself,  faithless 
to   my   friends,  nor  false   to  my  country.     The 
highest   temporal  obligations,  according  to  my 
moral  sense,  and  the  soundest  policy,  according 
tomy  judgment,approvethecour3eI  have  marked 
out  for  myself.  The  reason  is  obvious  why  I  shall 
abstain  from  a  particular  discussion  of  the  points 
of  difference  between  me  and  some  of  my  politi- 
cal friends.    Either  being  wrong,  I  know  it  is  for 
me  to  wait  the  award  of  an  enlightened  and  vir- 
tuous community,  having  no  other  palliation  to 
offer,  than  that,  if  I  have  erred,  it  is  my  firm  con- 
viction I  have  erred  on  the  side  of  the  best  inter- 
ests of  my  country.     We.  no  doubt,  aim  at  the 
.same  goal,  but  choose  different  routes  to  arrive  at 
it.     I  am   perfectly  sure  that  we  all   prefer  our 
country  to  ourselves,  its  good  to  our  own  gratifi- 
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cation.     That  my   political  friends,  in  common 
with  me,  have  a  single  eye  to  the  safety  and  last- 
ing happiness  of  the   nation,  cannot   be  doubted. 
We  are  alike  anxious,  and   resolved,  if  possible, 
though  we  may  differ  in  some  respects  about  the 
means,  to  save  the  country.     When  I  say  coun- 
try, I.  of  course,  do  not  mean  those  fell  destroy- 
ers of  Its  rights,  peace,  safety,  and  honor,  whose 
misdeeds   have  brought  upon  the  people  the  suf- 
fering under  which  they  smart,  the  burdens  which 
force  from    them  deep  groans  which  are  heard 
throughout  the  land.     .No  man  feels  a  more  tho- 
rough sovereign  contempt  for  the  wicked  authors 
of  our  afflictions  than  I  do  ;  and  if  it  is  said,  in 
contributing   to  the   relief  and  salvation  of  the 
country,  I  incidentally  relieve  them.  I  justify,  by 
replying,  even  such  men  must  be  relieved  in  pref- 
erence  to  certain  national   bankruptcy,  and  the 
overthrow  of  the    freest    form    of   Government 
known   on   the  globe.      Let    the   tempest-beaten 
vessel  of  State   be   first  brought  into  port,  I  will 
then  join  gentlemen  in  throwing  the  treacherous 
pilot  overboard.     Now  is  not  the  time  to  put  all 
at  hazard  by  rash  and  untried   acts  of  violence.  | 
The  ship  is  sinking,  I  will  give   a  hand  to  the 
pump.     The  temple  is  in  flames.   I  will  hand  a 
bucket. 

Such   is  the  perilous  situation  of  the  country, 
visible  to  every  eye.  and   plain  to  every  under- 
standing, that  unless  a  combined  effort  is  made  lo 
rescue  us  from  the  dangers  which  are  seen  on  all 
sides,  1  do  fear  our  case  is  desperate,  our  ruin  irre- 
trievable,  that  we  are  lost  irrecoverably.     But, 
sir,  while  there  is  yet  life  there  is  siill  hope.     I 
will  not.  must  not,  (iare  not, abandon  the  country. 
If  deserted  by  its  true  friends  now.  it  will  sink  so 
low,  that  it  cannot  hereafter,  under  the  guidance 
of  other  councils,  be  re-elevated  to  that  pinnacle 
of  honor,   dignity,  and  glory,  from  which  it  has 
been   dashed    by  heartless  and    corrupt    men    m 
their  despicable  contests  for  personal  aggrandize- 
ment.    II  the  country,  two  years  hence,  is  to  be 
governed  by  wiser  and  abler  men,  I  see  no  reason 
to  conceal  the  opinion  that  the  sooner  a  good  and 
sufficient  system  of  revenue  and  a  well  regulated 
bank  are  organized  the  belter.     They  wilfbe  ne- 
cessary  instruments  for  those  who  may  succeed 
the  authors  of  the  burdens,  which  must  constitute 
the  basis  ol  a   system   imparting  efficiency  and 
abiliiy  to  the  national  finances.     If  we  can  save 
the  vessel  of  State  from   being  wholly  wrecked, 
the  easier  it  will   be   to  repair  and  rig  her  out 
again.     But  most  certain  it  is,  if  our  affairs  are 
suffered  lo  goon  in  their  present  downward  course 
a  few  months  hence,  I  might  point  to  the  naked, 
crunab  ing  columns  of  your  Capitol  as  a  type  or 
symbol  ol  the  Government. 

Let,  then,  a  united  eflbrt  be  made  to  save  the 
country.  Bui,  at  the  same  time,  be  it  understood 
that  we  are  not  to  withdraw  our  opposition  to 
those  unconstitutional  measures,  and  that  perni- 
cious policy  of  Government,  which  are  adopted 
with  no  other  view  than  that  the  party  id  power 
may  be  more  firmly  seated  in  power,  and  the  bet- 
ter enabled  to  persevere  in  their  mischievous  ca- 
reer.    This  we  cannot  do.  without  abandoning 
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our  most  sacred  daiies,  without  .  basedereli^ 

of  those  well  tried  principle,  which   have  stood 

every  test  and  pa.ssed  through  every  ordeal  for  a 

>  long   series  of  years.     No.  sir.  we  cannot   be  ex- 

I  pected  to  add  fuel  to  the  flame  by  which  we  our- 

I  selves  are  consumed  ;  to  feed  the  fever  which  is 

raging  in  our  veins  ;  to  become  the  architects  of 

our  own  ruin  ;  to  assist  in  forging  chains  for  pos- 

t  terity,  if  not  for  ourselves.  * 

I  confess,  sir.  I  have  the  less  difficulty  in  votinir 
supplies,  and    uniting   to   recover   public   credif 
since  the  disclosures  made  to  the  House  by   the 
I  resident   in  relation  to  the  discussions  at  Ghent 
Anterior  to  that  communication,  the  resolution' 
had    been  formed,  as  far  as  I  might  be  supposed 
to  be  entitled  to  political  consideration  to  join  in 
measures  for  defence.     Although   I  believed  the 
war  was  unjust  and  wicked   in  its  origin  yet  a 
state  of  things    had  arisen  out  of  the  revolution 
in  Europe,   the  threats  of  devastation  by  the  en- 
emy, and  his  increased  ability  to  execute  his  men- 
aces, which  rendered  it  necessary  to  unite  in  ob- 
jects of  defence,  and  to  strengthen  the  arm  of 
Government    for   that   purpose.      Although   de- 
clared, the  war  is  not  now  continued  from  mo- 
tives and  designs  foreign  to  this  people.     On  the 
contrary,  the  Adrainisiraiion  has  humbled  itself 
I  to  a  degree  exciting   commiseration,  to   obtain 
I  peace.     Without  violating  "  the  injunction  of  sc- 
I  crecy,'  which  locks  up  from  the  eye  of  the  people 
I  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  despatches,  I  will 
I  advert  merely  to  such  parts  as  are  public.     I  say 
then,   I    have  the   less  difficulty   ni   votint^  sup- 
j  plies,  btxause  the  Administration  has  changed  its 
I  ground  since  the  revolution  in  Europe,  and  come 
I  over  to  my  opinion  and  views  of  the  fair  terms  of 
I  Pr^7'  .  ^f  '***  contest  now  stands  the  question 
I  of  blockade  no  longer  presents  difficulties.     That 
of  impressment,  ay,  of  impressment.  Is  abandon- 
ed by  the  very  authors  themselves  of  the  cabalis- 
tic words  '-free  trade  and  sailors'  rights!"     The 
Napoleon  notion  of  floating  colonies  is  also  dis- 
carded,since  Its  author  has  himself  been  consK^ned 
to  a  stale  of  colonial  dependence,  being  struck 
from  the  list  of  continental  potentates,  though  he 
preserves  all  the  forms  of  royalty  in   his  little 
kingdom,  not  so  large  as  the  possessions  of  ^ome 
of  our  Southern   dons,  with   their  thousands  of 
acres  and   battalions  of  blacks.     The  question  of 
••  free  ships,  free  goods,"  is  also  put  at  rest.     The 
right  of  visit  and  search  is  impliedly  conceded, 
and  the  flag  is  not  lo  cover  the  crew.     It  is  not 
three  months,  sir.  siifce  I  myself  saw  '•  free  trade 
and  sailors'  rights."  floating  in  proud  defiance  on 
your  flag  at  the  battery  of  the  White-House.    The 
mystic  words  were  written  on  the  star  spangled 
banner,  which  our  naval  heroes  carried  into  the 
very  British  Channel,  where  it  waved  in  triumph. 
But,  alas !  your  Hulls,  Decaiurs.  Perrys,  and  Mc- 
Donoughs,  now  know  that  the  President  is  con- 
tent to  waive  the  question  of  sailors'  rights,  and 
to  give  the  go-by  to  that  of  "the  flag's  covering 
the  crew."     They  now  know  from  what  sources 
and   what    motives    proceeded  all   the  delusive, 
senseless  uproar  about  sailors"  rights,  by  the  very- 
men  who  have  struggled  in  times  past  to  degrade 
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our  |<Javy,  and,  id  their  own  words,  «•  would  have  f  they  who    leeislate  u 
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gonj  further  lo  see  ie  con<'umed  by  fire  ihaa  to 
eit,  iguish  the  flames,"  Yes,  sir,  these  heroes 
ma>  now  ask.  for  what  have  we  fought  glorious 
batilt's;  achievwJ  briliiaat  victories,  spilt  our  blood, 


den 

wh 


plu-  aJ  thehngbtest  gem  from  the  British  dia- |  such  deep  injuries  upon  us.     Suffer 
den.    when  owardirp  •' bar!    tnm  HfMm,r.    .k«   fl,^     .1 .    .     .   ..       '^  .  *^""'^' 


when  Ci)wardice 
h  valor  h:(d  naile 


,    .     -^  P°"   party  principles  must 

expect  their  measures  to  react  upon  themselves 
Uid  It  not  involve  the  dearest  interests  and  safety 
of  the  country,  I  should  rejoice  that  retribution 
has^at  last  overtaken  the  men  wjio  have  inflicted 

greatly  suffer. 


T  L  1        f  10  me  masi.  'he  innocent  and  the  euitv  aliirp  PYfpnr  th«  ,./,., 

lln.ybecompLinedof,  sir,  for  these  digres- }  solation  which  a  good^  consci^e^^^^^^^^ 
sior,r  but,  If  we   are  lo  trace  our  difficulties  to  I  administer.  «-"uscience  never  lails  to 

theiiSPurce,  we  must  mount  higher  than  to  this  i      Mr.  Sneaker  whpn  I  ri>flpr»  nn  »».,» 
ortL  part.c^ar  error  and  act  of  folly,  which    try  once'wasL'n'mgt    f.Le^^^^^^ 
ha    ^Qaracter,2K'd  the  vicious  system  of  politics    it  now  is ;  when  I  think  of  the  bleslmgs  thrown 
so   p  persevered  in,  to  the  disgrace  and  ruin  of  |  away,  and  the  miseries  induced     mHndi^nan^n 
h^  f  UDtry.     The  root  of  the  evil  is  not  this  or  I  against  the  cool,  remorseless  nerveLenloUer  of 
thailJunder   that  or  the  other  piece  of  deception    oSr  afflictions  and  perils  is  Vady  to  bum  ^f^^^^^^^ 

and  i)r  ever.or^all  efforts  to  preserve  the  country  I  erful  and  exasperated  LTlhe  Union  s^L^^T" 

rjl  /Speaker,, It  once  was  the  pride  and  hapni-     vet  where  arpurp-  «,Ko.    i  u       u  ' 

ne^  ;f  the  couotry-and  I  bring  back  the  reco  -  done?  Where  ar^  wp  7  I  !'  '''^^\^^''  ^^ 
lecti  ,.  of  g.^.lemen  to  the  period,  wuh  buter  I  orrlrl'"  a  amVdst';u?n^"uTo'u  d^d^'by 
tt  ^' fj'S^\~'o  ilouush  under  the  benign  |  the  loathsome  objects  o  our  TshonTr  indebted 
infl^  pee  of  a  Hu.cal  system,  which  experience     to  the  Vandals  for  the  roof  that  covers  us     the 


histiDjy,      Unfortunately  for  the  country,  it  was 


m.s^.-,i.rstood,  »y-stematicaily  mis7ep;;;e'nt'ed  Ind  '  well ''''  Then^'th7''^?''K'  ^"llf''^  '}'""  ".l"*I 

lor  prey,  when  the  mercenary  has  clapped  his 


rej«cj.».|  by  a  m^,joruy°of  the  people.     Yes,  sir,  a 


rej(ic|(»i}  by  a  rruijority  of 
falstki^d  erroneous  unde 
posvlupon  theniinds  cf 
it  wiaVdiscardi'd.  because 
Ev«r' alter  we  were  deni 
liniiefl  |)ur  chief  care — ih 
am^ir-<4a — the  sole  moti 
ser<»fc':o;  the  country  what 


ilerstanding  of  it  was  im- 
"  the  deluded  people,  and 

_  i*e  they  knew  not  its  value. 

,;   .fi*!'^*"  T**  7"^  ^e^^ied  by  the  people,  it  con- 

''  "'  'he  principal  object  of  our 

tive  to  exertion — to  pre- 


torch.  and  the  city  is  wrapt  in  flames;  the  perfid- 
lous  watchman,  "'iwixt  sleep  and  wake,"  cries 
from  his  box,  alPt  veil  ! 

Sir,  at  this  moment  the  cold,  icy  hand  of  death 
IS  on  this  people.  The  agony  cannot  be  of  long 
continuance  ;  the  crisis  must  soon  be  over.    And. 


Wd  l^t'raved  np  unwillingness  that  our  succes- 
sors' ioj)uld  reap  the  glory  and  benefit  of  our 
institit.ons,  ptuvided,  only,  that  they  were  pre- 
serye|  10  the  country.  When,  at  the'last.  the  in- 
furuii;  passion  yf  party,  and  the  unrelentintr  spirit 
ol    pf -s;-cution.  -succeeded  in  overlhrowin^jr  and 


1  „  1  ,  ,        ,        .'     .        r — "—"».».,  iKc  1.1 1313  iiiusi  suun  oe  over.    And 

n^nP 'T'"'  /^'•'•'^''^-  '  '^  "^  *^^  ^*^°"^^^  '°  f»"'  -  «  punishment  for  our 


sins  as  a  nation,  the  day  will  have  come  when  the 
blindest  party  zealot  will  acknowledge  that  but 
one  man  stood  between  his  country  and  its  sal- 
vation. God  knows,  sir.  no  one  more  devoutly 
and  lerveniiy  wishes,  than  1  do,  that  he  may  be 

recall  ...o  rel,..,e  .hem',?o:^'d,E"cultr  X'      T  ^"ra  °  a'     ':r;,ct'""'°""' '     """^  '""  "" 
be  ,„  :o,ed  .0  li/e.     To  use  .he    LtZtolZ    co„di.  on     Tn"'  '°,"    ?''r  ""'  '''''""'  > 
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the  other  branch,  the  destinies  of  the  nation  in  its 
hands.  Let  them  act  with  promptitudeaod  vigor, 
and,  in  the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, resolve  not  to  delay  another  moment  in 
every  Constitutional  effort  to  save  the  country. 
If  they  attempt  to  violate  the  Constitution,  they 
must  sprinkle  it  with  blood — with  my  blood; — 
for,  I  will  not  outlive  the  liberties  of  my  country. 
Under  the  Constitution,  the  country  can  be  saved, 
or  let  it  fall.  Consign  this  bill  at  once  to  the 
fate  it  merits.  Adopt  at  once  measures  to  revive 
public  credit — to  unite  the  peojde  and  fill  your 
armies.  Nee  gentium  quies  sine  armis.  nee  arnui 
sine  sdpendiis,  nee  stipendia  sine  tributis. 

My  voice  and  arm  are  with  you  in  every  just 
and  Constitutional  measure  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  Energy,  wisdom,  and  virtue,  will  yet 
save  the  Republic.  If  we  have  them  not;  if  we 
cannot  bring  ourselves,  regardless  of  considera- 
tions of  popularity,  to  discharge  our  sacred  trust 
like  men— like  patriots;  let  us  take  the  advice  of 
the  honorable  member  (Mr.  Fisk:)  leave  our 
seats,  and  render  back  our  powers  to  the  people. 

When  Mr.  Han8on  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  followed, 
in  reply  to  some  points  of  Mr.  Ha.nson's  speech, 
and  in  energetic  defence  of  the  bill. 

[During  the  speeches  of  these  gentlemen,  both 
of  them  were  called  to  order  more  than  once  by 
the  Speaker,  who  earnestly  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent the  iniroducliun  of  personal  matter  into  the 
debate.] 

Mr.  Urosvenor  said  he  laid  claim  to  no  par- 
ticular knowledge  of  the  practical  rules  of  bank- 
ing. Like  other  gentlemen,  he  had  studied  the 
works  of  those  who  have  been  acknowledged  the 
great  masters  of  the  science  of  political'econo- 
my.  But  as  many  of  their  dogmas  upon  this 
subject  had  been  refuted,  and  most  of  their  rules 
had  been  exposed  to  doubt,  if  not  to  sut^ver.Mon, 
by  the  experience  of  modern  limes,  he  could  not' 
consent  to  detain  the  House  with  a  repetition  of 
them,  however  well  they  migiit  subserve  his 
purpose,  or  decorate  his  argument.  Such  a  rep- 
etition would  be  the  less  excusable,  as  it  was  not 
neces.sary  to  his  purpose;  for  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  discuss  the  question  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  establishing,  at  this  particular  crisis,  any 
bank  which  could  aid  the  Government,  and  fur- 
nish a  circulating  medium  for  the  nation. 

This  great  question  had,  he  said,  been  exam- 
ined with  much  ability  and  eloquence  by  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  House  ;  and  if  he  could 
concur  in  all  the  opinions,  either  of  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gaston.)  or  his  col- 
league. (Mr.  Oaklev.J  or  his  friend  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Webster.)  he  should  certainly 
vote  against  any  bank,  howeverstrongly  founded, 
or  artfully  modelled. 

They  had.  he  said,  with  an  ener::y  of  reason- 
ing, and  eloquence  of  language,  distinct  to  be 
sure  in  the  manner,  but  commo^n  to  all  of  them, 
attempted  to  show,  that  in  these  times  of  peril 
and  universal  distrust,  the  project  of  a  National 
Bank  would  be  both  dangerous  and  useless  to  the 
nation.     To    this   conclusion,   their   arguments 


however  varied  and  dissimilar,  clearly  tended. 
In  this  conclusion  he  was  not  yet  ready  to  con- 
cur with  his  honorable  friends.  I  shall  not.  said 
Mr.  G.,  attempt  to  conceal  that  many  views  of 
this  subject  which  I  had  entertained,  and  many 
opinions  which  I  held  to  be  .sound  and  correct, 
have  been  swept  away  bv  the  reasoning  and  elo- 
quence which  have  proceeded  from  them.  Yet, 
sir.  they  have  stopped  far  short  of  producing  a 
conviction  in  my  mind,  that  a  bank  may  not  now 
be  framed,  which,  to  a  great  extent,  shall  not  fur- 
nish immediate  relief  to  the  Treasury,  and  a  cir- 
culating medium  to  the  nation.  Whether  this 
be  practicable,  however,  or  whether  it  be  not,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  examine.  My  objections 
to  this  bill  cannot  be  affected  by  deciding  this 
question  ;  they  rest  on  grounds  totally  distinct 
from  any  considerations  so  general,  and  so  uncer- 
tain ;  they  arise  from  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  bill  itself ;  from  the  uniempered  materials  of 
which  it  is  constructed,  and  from  the  visionary 
character  of  its  details. 

To  give  the  House  full  possession  of  his  objec- 
tions, Mr.  G.  said,  it  would  be  necessary  to  treat 
of  topics,  already  much  discussed,  perhaps  ex- 
hausted. As  much  brevity  as  was  compatible 
with  a  clear  view  of  them,  he  would  promise. 

A  single  glance,  said  Mr.  G..  at  the  miserable 
condition  to  which  our  unhappy  country  is  re- 
duced, must  convince  us  all,  that  a  vigorous  and 
an  immediate  effort  for  her  relief  must  be  made, 
or  she  will  surely  perish. 

With  the  authors  of  this  mighty  wreck  and 
ruin,  I  will  not  talk  of  concert  or  union.  I  know 
them  only  as  the  spoilers  of  the  choicest  heritage 
with  which  the  Almighty  Father  ever  blessed  a 
people.  Were  they  only  in  jeopardy,  I  would 
raise  my  voice  only  to  say.  "sink,  go  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  God  speed  your  passage  for  the  salva- 
tion of  our  country." 

No,  sir,  I  speak  only  for  our  country  ;  for  the 
country  of  our  birth,  where  the  bones  of  our 
fathers  rest  in  the  Lord,  and  where,  in  good  time, 
we  must  sleep  by  their  side.  For  that  country, 
crying  for  succor,  almost  in  the  agonies  of  disso- 
lution, I  invite  the  aid  of  her  worthiest  sons. 

I  speak  for  the  Union ;  that  sacred  temple 
which  our  fathers  modelled  into  proportion,  and 
delivered  to  us,  only  as  a  deposite  for  posterity. 
To  this  Union,  rudely  shaken  by  foreign  war  and 
intestine  disorder,  threatened  with  utter  destruc- 
tion by  the  weakness  and  madness  of  those  very 
men  appointed  to  guard  and  preserve  it,  1  would 
ask  the  watchful  care  of  all  its  friends. 

1  speak  for  the  Constitution  of  our  country, 
written  and  hallowed  by  the  founders  of  our  na- 
tion. To  this  Constitution,  soiled  as  as  it  has 
been,  by  the  boorish  hands  of  ignorant  politicians, 
deformed  as  it  has  been  by  the  tinkering  projects 
of  sciolists,  daily  trampled  on  by  the  fiery  zealots 
of  party,  I  would,  even  yet,  point  as  a  sacred 
thing,  and  most  earnestly  ask,  is  is  not  worth 
preserving  ? 

Sir,  the  Conititution,  the  Union,  the  country, 
cannot  be  saved,  but  by  immediate  and  powerful 
exertion.     What  is  in  truth  our  condition  ? 
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\a  the  thu-d  year  of  a  war,  declared  in  vain 
liV*?k*'^fi  ^."^."^"^  ignorant  gasconade,  you  at 
l*^-;ih  fand  nil  you^  means  and  all  your  efforts 
iiJ|iJ:^quate  .;ven  for  defence.  In  the  nature  of 
t^«Ks.  ttus  var  has    become  entinjy  defensive ; 

ill  f  J  ""-^^  '  "^^  ^•''  ''*PPy  beyond  all  our 
h*,es,  1/  by  «ny  exertion  we  shall  be  able  to  de- 
fend from  in^ia.ion  the  very  soil  where,  but  forty 

!ur  T'  "'^:^^""7  o'"  'ndependence  first  floated 
i»i|h*  breeze;  So  far  in  the  nature  of  things  is 
conquest  beyund  our  power,  that,  in  the  text 
S^.'i.Tier  ail  the  rneans  of  the  nation,  all  the 
br^^ery  of  ,1...  peopU-  and  all  the  energies  of  ,he 

^rr^:::.r;i.^L!^:^p--^'-'preserv: 

so 
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^u|^u.es  frmn  contlagration,  our  States  fro 
sajugat.on.  ,jur  Government  from  dissolution 
•^isahrst  8:„d  indispensable  requisite  to  these 
ol.ue  s,  we  turn  to  the  Treasury,  and  there X 
m^tiippalhog  views  are  presen'k  We  find  it 
ein  ,it,  approaching  bankruptcy.  All  confidence 
m    jbi.    prorn^es    of  Government  .s    'one     and 

It  T  "l""^''  ''"'  ^^^"'"^  *  ^P^'^'^^  haun'mg  the 
pU  *  where  u  once  had  flourished  ^ 

I  ,  ihis  s,tua«ion  any  supply  from  any  existin- 

8t«   ,   M  our  Onances;  on   the  sombre   picture  I 
wd    uotenlar^;  the  portrait  is  indeed  dis/ust 
ing      That  It -does  not  in  any  shade   belie'X 

skefh  nrl  '^^'r'  'I  '^'  ^'*"^^"'  «"d  forlorn 
n,lt  '  P/.^''"^^'^  '"  '*ie  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Da.|.r  this  morning  read  to  the  House.  Sir  i'^^ 
s  fJl>  to  tak  of  defence,  a  is  madness  to  hope 
thei.eservatitfn  of  the  Union,  unle.s  your  ckX 
cani,  revived?  your  finances  restored,  and  you 
^rff-ury  repl.^inished.  '       "  '""^ 

Ue  great  object  of  the  Federal  Union  was 
the  ^common  defence."  If  you  finalK  fail  fn 
thisl^rand  obj«.t,  the  ,nd  for  which  the' Federal 
doot^Tan   ^''    ^^''•blished,    IS    wholly  aba'- 

^:  ■?2rJr.J'''''^r^    'hen,  if  the  States. 


A.rcritode/eirth;;::;^.aseiy:^t^^::; 

oppltunityto^dissolve  a  Government      fficfen 

^trun^b;:l'^-f-:-^p-^^;; 


wea 


^l  or  rash  cnduct  l.as  brought  „„„„  .Jj  '  7 

ern  f  ,r,es,  it  is  ihe  mainspring  of  every  machinp 
of  C  -vernmenif.     It  i,  the  sinew  of  our  Union 

metl'  'm'  T'T""''  =^^«"   become  tiaUy  and 
iretje.ably  bajikrupt.  the  grand  Hgaraen    of  the 

tX"  'Itrl'  "'^l!  "^  ^'^  '-'  -  a  nation'' 
.i^Jtr'   ^J"^- .^P^aker,  are  the    honest  convic 

|or  >/y  just  and  Constitutional  plan    which   in 

pens«)ie  Jor  tljr  defence  of  my  country?     Can 
hesla,e  to  vote  for  any  practical  and  Cunstitu 

r  :r"r?"  ""^'  F"  'r^y  p---"to';  : 

reV^f^Mherrsu^y'^   '''''   ^"^^"^   -'^ 

TrlTl  ^''"^'■'''  P'''''  '^^  'h«  Secretary  of  the 
uZyj'  '"  '"^  judgment,  embraces  the  only 
PectxJ  iiir'',"'"' ^''"^'^ '^"^'^  ^  rational  nros^ 
Ta^.'^.       .7':''"P°"^>;-P--^-ntreI.e/!^He 


has  f  i< 
by  thf 


fMsed  tu  revive  and  sustain  public  credit 
.ofily  means  now  within  our  reach.     We 


are  to  resort  no  longer  to  those  popularitv-hunt- 
mg  measures,  those  vicious  expJd.enfs  for  reve- 
nue,  which  have  produced  the  overthrow  of  oi.r 
finances,  and  all  but  ruin  to  our  countr? 

Wc  are  no  longer  to  be  satisfied  with  vain  and 
fabulous  statutes,  with  high..soundin<j  titles,  pro 
fessing   .'the    payment    of   the    whole    na  lonal 
debt."  but  proving  in  the  end  delusive  and  wick 

;  Ju  .'°°'*'  '^"'^"  "*■  'he  nation-that  worn 
out  hack  of  our  unfledged  financiers-is  not  again 
dressed  up  to  delude  .he  nation,  and  insulT  its 
cred.tors.  The  ample  resources  uf  the  country 
lis  money  and  its  capital,  are  now  to  constitute 
he  pledge;  a  pledge  which,  in  other  countries 
has  proved  an  unbending  and  durable  pillar  of 
public  credit;  and  which,  if  promptly  made,  and 
faithfully  continuing,  will,  in  our  own,  pro^e  its 
restorer  and  abiding  supporter. 

These  are  the  wise  and  only  means  to  revive 
and  sustain  our  credit  recommended  by  the  Sec- 
retary ;  and,  entirely  unknown  as  he  is  to  me  I 
will  not  withhold  from   him   the  praise  which  I 

i'?h     ^ITTI"'  'he   fidelity  and  intrepidity 
with  which  he  has    performed   this  unpopular 
but  great  and  indispensable  duty.     But,  si  rouirh- 
ly  has  public  credit  been  treated  by  the  financial 
quacks   who   pieceded    him,  so  long   has  it  been 
he  victim  of  patent  nostrums  and   cancer  doc- 
tors  that  It  has  languished  almost  to  the  grave 
With  the  most  skilful  treatment,  its  recovery  to 
health  and  vigor  must  be  slow  and  protracted 
By  the  report  Irom  the  Secretary,  in  unison  with 
he  report  fronri  his  predecessor,  it  is  certain,  that 
to  comp.y  with  your  contracts  during  the  pres- 
ent quarter  you  have  yet  unprovided  a  supply  of 
hirteen  millions  of  dollars.  This  must  be  prompt- 
ly obtained,  or   the    operations  of  the  Treasury 
are  arrested,  and  your  Government  is  dissolved 

How   IS   this   sum    to   be    obtained?     Not  by 
oans,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  stock  mar- 
ket and  of  your  credit.     You   have  now  in  the 
market,  at  least,  forty  millions  of  stock,  reduced 
in  price  to  seventy-five  or  eighty  percent.   While 
tnis  stock  continues  in  the  market,  at  this  de- 
pressed value,  no  loan  can   be  contracted ;  or  if 
It  can,  upon   no   better  terms  than    the  marj^et 
value  of  this  stock.     The  only  practical  remedy 
IS  to  remove  this  stock  from  the  market,  or,  by 
some  act  of  yours,  to  raise  its  value,  and  thus  to 
deliver  the  Treasury  from  an  insuperable  bar  to 
a  new  loan      The  general  measures- for  the  revi- 

milh^'r   fi^'n"   '°  ""^''^J  have   before  alluded 
might  finally  accomplish   this  necessary   work 

l»,i."  'yPf  ^^"'  'hey  would  accomplish  it  too 
Jate  to  afford  any  present  relief  to  the  Treasury 
Hence,  ,n  anticipation  of  these  measures,  some 
pan,  competent  to  obtain  the  object,  seems  to  be 
indispensable. 

Fur  this  purpose  and  to  accomplish  this  object 
•  t  IS  presumed,  was  one  of  the  views  of  the  Sec^ 
retary  ,n  the  plan  of  a  bank,  which  he  has  pro- 
jected and  recommended  to  the  House.  Is  the 
.  ?  i.  ^Dfrely  chimerical,  as  has  been  repre- 
seated?  By  authorizing  a  subscription  of  This 
depressed  stock  to  such  a  bank,  you  would  raise 
Its  value  in  the  market,  and  thus  relieve  the  Gov- 
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erntnent,  in  contracting  a  new  loan,  from  all 
competition  with  it.  You  woald  do  more;  you 
would  relieve  the  capitalists  and  banks  from  the 
heavy  load  which  now  presses  them  to  the  earth, 
and  you  would  inspire  them  with  both  the  dispo- 
sition and  the  ability  to  aid  you  in  another  loan. 
In  the  meantime  your  general  plan  of  finance 
for  the  revival  of  your  credit  would  be  felt  in 
the  community.  And  if  it  should  answer  the 
hopes  of  all;  if  it  should  revive  confidence,  and 
restore  the  credit  of  the  nation,  you  might  then 
proceed  to  contract  new  loans  to  the  extent  of 
Ihe  ability  of  the  country.  It  is  in  this  way,  in 
my  apprehension,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  bank 
proposed    by    the    Secretary    would    afford     the 

frompt  relief  so  indispensable  to  the    Treasury, 
do  not  perceive  in   it   those  visionary  qualities 
which  have  been  so  liberally  ascribed  to  it.     In 
every  rtspect,  I  deem  it  preferable  to  Us  rival  and 
substitute,  now  on  your  table.     But.  sir.  we  have 
been  told  that  these  are  the  mere  visions  of  ima- 
gination.    My  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Gaston)  has   told  us,   that   the  war  stock   will 
still   remain   in   the  market;  that  its  conversion 
into  bank  stock  will  be  idle  and  illusory,  because 
it  will  still  press  upon  the  country,  and  meet  the 
Government  in   every  aitempt   at   another  loan. 
Mr.  Speaker,   this   objection    is   founded  on  the 
notion  that  the  stock  itself,  and  not  the  depressed 
price  of  it,  is  the  obstruction  to  the  Government  • 
directly  the  reverse,  I  believe  to   be  the  state  of 
the  fact.     I  would  ask  my  friend  whether,  if  this 
stock,  even  in  its  present  condition,  could  be  ele- 
vated  to  Its  par  value,  there  would   be  any  diffi- 
culty in  contracting  another  loan?     He  has  not 
pretended  there  would   be  any.     Surely,  then,  if 
the  bank  be  of  any  value,  the  subscribable  qual- 
ity attached  to  the  stock  must  raise  it.s  price,  and 
although    its  character   be  only  changed,  and  it 
remain  as  bank  stock    in  the  country,  the  object 
IS  accomplished,  the  road  is  clear  to  the  Govern- 
ment  for  another  loan,  and   the   Treasury  is  re 
lieved. 

The    gentleman     from    South    Carolina.  (Mr. 
Calhoun.)  perceiving  this  obvious    conclusion 
attempted  to  fortify  the  objection  of  my  honora- 
ble friend.     He  declared  that   the  surplus  capital 
of   the  country  was  exhausted  ;  therefore  it  was 
and  not  because  your  credit  was  shaken,  that  ih J 
stocks  already  created  found  no  purchasers;  and 
their  price,  like   that   of  any  other  commodity 
with  which  the  market  is  surcharged,  has  fallen. 
And  hence  tie  contended  that  though,  by  the  plan 
ol   the  Secretary,  the  price  of  the  stock  would  be 
raised,  yet  all  efforts  for  another  loan  would  be 
hopeless. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  opinion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  be  well  founded,  then  indeed  have  we 
a  prospect  before  us.  dark  in  the  extreme 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  to  examine  the 
position.  Perhaps  it  i.  impossible,  from  the  data 
we  here  possess,  to  arrive  at  any  certain  conclu- 
sion upon  the  subject.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  not  attempted  to  sustain  it  by  fact'-  or  rea- 
soning. He  has  advanced  it  as  a  mere  hypothe- 
sis.    1  shall  content   myself  with   avowing  my 


firm  belief,  that  it  is  an  hypothesis  without  foun- 
dation.    It   is   not    that   your  loaning  capital  is 
exhausted,  but  that  the  confidence  of  the  capi- 
talist  in   your  wisdom,  integrity,  and   policy,  is 
entirely  departed.     It  is  not  that  no  surplus  cap- 
ital   remains   unemployed    in    the   country,  but, 
(hat  your  credit  has  .sunk  so  low  that  they  who 
hold  It  will  not  confide  it  to  your  faithless  hands. 
I  hat  this  IS   the   fact,  is  proven  by  events  daily 
presented  to  our  view.     The  States  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in   procuring  loans  to  any  extent  which 
their  exigencies  demand.     Even  your  towns  and 
cities  are  intrusted   with  millions.     At  the  very 
time   that    the   Secretary   of  the    Treasury   was 
advertising   the  credit   of  the   Government,  and 
calling,  in  vain,  for  money  upon   terms  and  con- 
ditions the   most  extravagant  and  ruinous,  your 
cities  had    but  to  open    their  subscriptions,  and 
millions  were  at  once  obtained  upon  the  ordinary 
and  legal  premiums.     Do  you  want  other  proof, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  hypothesis  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman   is   utterly  unfounded,  and   there- 
fore that  his  objection  is  entirely  fanciful? 

If  I  am  mistaken  in  this.  sir.  then  I  admit  the 
objection  to  be  conclusive  and  fatal  to  the  plan 
of  the  Secretary.  But  does  not  the  honorable 
gentleman  perceive  that  his  objection  is  equally 
laial  to  his  own  system?  that  he  has  presented 
a  dilemma,  on  the  horn  of  which,  his  own  off- 
spring must  hang  and  surely  perish  ? 

If  the  capital  of  the  country  is  exhausted ;  if 
the  market  is  already  saturated  with  public  stock. 
I  will  the  gentleman  tell  me,  what  is  to  become  of 
j  the  Treasury   notes   which   his  plan  is   to  pour 
I  forth  in  a  stream  of  millionsf     Through  what 
magical  process  is  it.  that  after  tiiey  have  fluttered 
their  hour  on  the  public  stage,  they  are  to  trans- 
port themselves  into  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  set- 
tle quietly  into  the  vaults  of  his  mammoth  bank? 
If  the  surplus  capital   is  exhausted,  if  all  is  al- 
ready   gone,    the    process    is    utterly  impossible. 
Surely  the  remorseless  hand  of  the   parent  has 
wrung  the  reck  from  his  own  bantling. 

I  stop  not  here,  sir.     If  this  hypothesis  be  cor- 
rect, wiiy  are  you  contriving  novel  schemes  for 
the    revival    of  public    credit?     Why  a  sinking 
fund?     Why   a   pledge  of  taxes?     Abandon  all 
this  unwieldy  apparatus  of  financial  machinery. 
You  have  it  seems  mistaken  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
order.    You   are  applying   posters  to  the  head, 
when  you  should   be  administering  tonics  to  the 
stomach  ;  you  are  bleeding  and  blistering  a  body 
politic  already  exhausted.     Uuit  at  once  all  this 
quackery  ;  take  the  opinion  of  this  learned  doc- 
tor.    Your   credit  is  in  full  health— it  needs  no 
physician;  the  capital   of  the  nation  alone  lan- 
guishes!    Restore,  then,  to  the  nation  her  life 
blood,  the  vital  principle  of  her  prosperity;  re- 
store her  commerce,   her  agriculture,  her  peace. 
This  is  your  only  remedy — the  only  prescription 
which  can  rescue  her  from  dissolution  and  the 
grave. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  my  friend  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Oakley.)  I  am  ready  to  say  that  this  is  the 
only  effectual  remedy  remaining  in  your  hands.    • 
Peace,  and   peace  alone,  can  staunch   the  deep 
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)d  bleediqg  wounds  of  our  country.     But,  until 

|iat  blessed  raesseuger  shall  arrive -with  healing 
li  Dis  wiiifiis."  we  have  nothing  left  but  our  own 
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ifi;s.     we  nave  nothing „„,  „„. 

jirm  lor  dt-ieiice  aod  preservation.     If  the  hypo- 
'Ixesis  of  ike  genil^ruan  be  correct,  that  arm  has 
■-come    top    feeble    for   any   purpose    of  safety. 
Liiempt  not   to  stretch  it  forth;  its  form  is  de- 
^royed;  it^  strength    is  withered;  its  very  sin- 
|ws  are  blasted. 

1  have  hitherto  fondly  hoped  that  this  nation. 
(  ven  undtT;ber  present  Government,  was  amply 
I  ompetent  ,to   her  own  defence;  that,  palsied  as 
;  lie  is   by  the  councils  of  rashness  and  of  folly, 
I  er    own    energies    would     burst    spontaneously 
<  »rth,  and   i>trike   to  the  earth  even  the  gio-antic 
t  oomy  who  meditates  htr  ruin.     But  il  the  hy- 
j  othesis  uf.  the  honorable  gentleman  is  correct 
I  ly  fond    hopes  are  ended.     If  all   your  surplus 
'  ipital  IS  g«.ne,  this  war  must  close  on  any  terms 
»  r  the  unio»  of  ihtse  States  must  follow  it.     For 
am  will  be  the  attempt  lo  wrest,  by  oppressive 
I  .xes,  Irom  the  industry  and  the  annual  income 
41  the  pt-ople,  those  annual  millions,  which  de- 
r-nce   iiselt'  will  annually  consume.     But,  sir,  I 
^pe,  and  I  believe   belter  things  of  our  condi- 
;oa.     I  believe  we  have  capital  still  remaining 
^,)  beloaneo;  and  that  nothing  is  necessary  but 
i^e  proroptand  vigorous  application  of  the  means 
laet  withiti  t>ur  reach  to  bring  that  capital  to  the 
.(iMmediate  relief  of  the  Treasury. 
I  Mr.  Speaker— another,  and  the  prime  object  of 
!^  bank,  IS  lo  furnish  a  circulating  medium  for  the 
tjition.     \\e  have  not.  we  never  had  a  currency 
t|  gold  and  silver,  which  ever  approached  a  suf- 
l»-ieQcy  lor  the  business  of  the  country.     Banks 

iiurporated    by   the  States,  have  issued    paper' 
iieh  for  twenty  years  has  constituted  the  great 
issof  our  circulating  medium.     By  means  of 
?  .National   Bank,  which  three  years  a<To  was 
molated  m  the  shrine  of  party  resentme°it.  the 
neral  L.omnment  retained  an  indirect,  though 
idequaie  influence  over  this  Slate  paper.     But 
rn   the  period  when   that  bank  was  dissolved 
s  country:  has  exhibited  the  monstrous  absur- 
y  01  a  Government  '-charged   with  the  care 
i  theintegriiy   and  prosperity  of  ihe  Empire, 
Wiihout  ^uy  direct  or  indirect  control  over  it. 
Currency."     What  has  been  the  consequence? 
:»,e.se  State  instituuons,  m  no  way  responsible 
t|  you,  hav«  so  managed  as  to  render  ihe  cur- 
T^:icy  of  theuaiion  suspected  and  uncertain,  and 
^►vashave  .-tubarrasied  all  your  fiscal  measures. 
■  ;^o  loan  can  be  paid  you,  but  in  this  State  paper. 
Ji|  this  sij^  ol  Nfw  England,  as   ha.  been  de- 
^  -D^'traied  by  my  Inend  from  New  Hampshire. 
I   Ir.  Websi  er,)  tlus  paper  has  depreciated  to  an 
a  trmingeitent.     In  the  very  inception  of  a  loan 
y  ,0  have  the  certainly  of  a  loss  to  the  full  amount 
uf  ihisdeprtc.anon.     From  the  loss  of  confidence 
H    these  State  insiuutions,  and  from  the  limited 
*t  culaiion  ol  the  paper,  you  encounter  almost  in- 
fl  perable  enjbarrassinenls  in  its  expenditure. 
;.      ajHjr  issued  from  banks  south  of  the  Potomac 
p  J  west  ol  the  Alleghanies,  is  almost  worthies*! 
ti<  rth  of  (he  Delaware.     The  notes  of  Maryland 
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and  even  bank  bills  of  the  North  must  be  paid 
out  within  a  day's  journey  of  ihe  bank  which 
issues  them,  or  the  same  consequences  follow  In 
this  situation,  it  must  be  obvious,  that  a  national 
currency,  equal  in  value  throughout  the  country 
and  founded  on  a  competent  capital,  is  a  sine  qua 
no/i  to  any  system  of  loaning,  which  will  not  pro- 
duce  ruin  to  the  country. 

Whether  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  can  furnish 
such  a  currency,  is  certainly  problematical  ;  per- 
haps the  case  is  at  present  wiihout  remedy      In 

ihiscouniry  iiis  an  UHtried  experiment.  But  Ihave 
no  hesitation  in  averring,  that  I  think  it  to  the  full 
as  likely  to  attain  this  great  and  desirable  object 
as  the  novel  system  on  your  table,  which  has  be- 
come Its  substitute. 

Mr.   Speaker,  when  I  speak  of  the  plan  of  the 
Secretary,  I  would  not   be  understood  as  embra- 
cing all  Its  details.     In  relation  to  those  details  I 
accord    m   opinion  with  my  friend  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston  ;)  I  consider  them  errone- 
ous in  every  view.    Theappointmentoffivedirec- 
tors  by  the  President,  the  total  prohibition  of  the 
sale  ol   the  stock,  the  compulsory  loan  of  thirty 
millions  to   the  Government,  and    the  arbitrary 
power  reposed  in  the  President,  to  compel  a  sus- 
pension of  specie  payment,  are  in  ray  opinion,  fea- 
tures which  deform  the  plan,  and  will  prove  the 
most  inveterate  enemies  to  its  success.     On  this 
subject,  I   think,  not  a  man  can  doubt,  who  at- 
tended to  the  conclusive  reasoning  of  my  honora- 
ble Iriend.     It  would  but  dimmish  its  irresistible 
force,  for  me  to  attempt  to  fortify  his  eloquent  ar- 
gument.    I  rejoice,  sir,  that    those  details  have 
been    stricken    from    the    bill  ;  and    as  they  are 
equally  inconsistent  with   the  principles  and  the 
successful  operation  of  the  former  plan,  as  they 
are  with  that   on  the  table,  I  most  sincerely  trust 
tliey   will   never  be  suffered  to   accompany  any 
system  which  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  this 
House. 

Before  I  quit  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  beg  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  topic  which  I  consider 
of  no  little  importance,  as  it  relates  as  well  to  the 
justice  as  the  permanent  fiscal  policy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. 1  mean,  ."^ir,  the  interests  and  claims  of 
the  holders  of  the  stock,  which  the  Secretary 
propo^es  to  place  in  the  bank. 

Mr.  Speaker;  when  I  speak  of  these  men,  I 
speak  of  gentlemen,  few  of  whom  are  known  to 
me— 1  hold  them,  like  all  other  men,  ••  enemies  in 
war,  in  peace  friends." 

In  no  way,  am  I  partial  to  them.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  have  no  d>ubt  that  the  pecuniary  aids, 
which  they  have  furnished  for  the  prosecution  of 
this  war,  have  proved  most  injurious  to  ourcoun- 
iry.  If  they  had  withheld  their  aid,  the  storm  of 
war  must  have  ceased  to  roll  onward ;  and  peace, 
an  honorable  and  advantageous  peace,  would  long 
since  have  blessed  the  nation.  A  peace,  to  which 
at  this  moment  every  member  of  the  Adminis- 
tration would  think  it  happiness  to  fly.  from  the 
evils  which  are  accumulating  on  their  guilty 
beads. 

It  IS  not  wonderful,  therefore,  that  the  honora- 
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conduct  of  these  gentleroeD  with  disapprobation, 
and  look  to  their  claims  with  coldness,  if  not  with 
antipathy.  Yet,  sir,  they  are  the  legal  creditors 
of  thf  nation,  entitled  to  the  same  justice  and 
equity  with  those  who  became  creditors  before 
them.  And  if  I  am  sure  of  anything,  dependin<» 
on  the  judgment  of  man,  it  is  this  :  that  whatever 
may  be  the  feelings  of  my  honorable  friends,  those 
feelings  will  not  for  a  moment  be  suffered  to  con- 
trol their  conduct,  upon  a  question  of  such  vital 
and  permanent  consequence  to  the  nation. 

But,  sir,  I  would  ask  the  authors  and  supporters 
of  the  war  on  this  floor,  how  it  consists  with  the 
plain  principles  of  gratitude  and  honor  for  them 
to  treat  these  creditors  with  reproach  or  their 
claims  with  indifference? 

They  relied  on  loans  to  keep  in  motion  their 
whole  machinery  of  Government  and  war.  To 
procure  these  loan.*,  all  the  arts  of  persuasion  and 
remonstrance  were  played  off  upon  the  public; 
'•lives  and  fortune  and  sacred  honor"  men  stood 
aloof— the  whole  machinery  of  war  was  disor- 
dered, and  about  to  run  down. 

In    these  critical  moments,  these  men  stepped 
forth  and  saved  you  from  disgrace  abroad,  and  in- 
dignation at  home.     They  went  to  the  very  top 
of  the  market  in  their   offers.     True,  the  condi- 
tions   were  disgraceful   to  you  and    injurious  to 
your  country  ;  but  let  them  not  be  blamed  for  this, 
for  prudent  men  even  then  believed,  that,  by  giv- 
ing you  their  property  on  nny  terms,  they  exhib- 
ited a  lunacy  or  folly  amply  sufficient  to  consign 
them   to  the  care  of  a  guardian   or  conservator. 
Under  these  circumstances,  is  it  for  you  lo  re- 
proach them- you,  to  whose  interests  they  have 
devoted  their  fortunes,  all   but  their  honor?     Is 
such  ihe   Republican  gratitude  of  modern  limes 
and  of  modern  politicians? 

When  it  has  been  stated  that  the  bill  on  your 
table  would,  by  the  new  and  enormous  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  produce  the  rum  of  these  men,  it 
has  been  coolly  answered— are  we  their  guar- 
dians? Are  we  responsible  .'"or  their  ruin  ?  Are 
we  bound  to  more  than  a  strict  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  our  contract?  An  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (.Mr.  Low.ndes.)  with 
unusual  ability  and  eloquence,  has  attempted  to 
prove  that  this  bill  violates  neither  the  justice  or 
equity  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

With  that  honorable  gentleman,  so  well  quali- 
hed  as  he  is  to  decide  this  question,  not  only  by 
the  strong  powers  of  intellect,  but  by  those  lofty 
and  honorable  feelings  which  adorn  his  character 
I  am  unwilling  to  disagree.  I  would  yield  much 
to  his  opinion. 

Strict  justice  and  equity,  perhaps,  require  no 
more  of  us  than  a  rigid  compliance  with  the  terms 
of  our  contract  But  as  we  have  not  contracted 
toluruLshabank  for  the  reception  of  stock,  nor  to 
refrain  from  an  emission  of  Treasury  notes  we 
may,  perhaps,  refu.se  the  former,  and  perform'  the 
latter,  wiihout  any  violation  of  our  faith.  Cer- 
tainly we  may  do  so.  if.  upon  a  candid  view  of  the 
whole  ground,  the  safety  of  the  State  or  the  es- 
sential interests  of  the  people  shall  require  either 
at  our  hinds.  j 
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Bat  I  would  ask  that  honorable  gentleman,  if 
in    deciding  on    the  course  which  the  faith  and 
interests  of  the  country  require,  nothing  el»e  is  to 
be  taken   into  consideration  than  the  mere  terras 
of  our   contracts?     h  it  not  the  first  dictate  of 
justice  and  generc  sity,  th.it  you  should   pass  be- 
yond the  legal  forms  of  your  contracts,  and  take 
especial  care  that  those  who  have  confided  their 
fortunes  to  your  faith,  from  which   there  can   be 
no  appeal,  should  not  be  ruined  by  any  course  of 
fiscal    policy  which  you  may   resolve  to   pursue? 
If  this  be  not  so— yet.  I  would  again  ask  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  are  there  not  considerations  of 
higher  import,  and    more   durable   consequence 
which  you  must  respect  ?     I  ruean  the  permanent' 
interests  of  the  nation  itself 

In  modern  limes,  loans  are  the  great  and  only 
resources  of  Government  in  their  wars.  With- 
out a  resort  to  the  system  tf  loaning,  in  some 
form,  not  a  Government  of  modern  Europe  would 
have  .survived  the  universal  tempest  which  has 
shaken  them  all  to  their  deepest  foundations.  To 
preserve  such  a  resource  to  a  Government,  the 
course  of  her  fiscal  policy  must  regard  the  inter- 
ests of  her  creditors,  and  speak  undoubted  secu- 
rity lo  those  who  possess  the  surplus  capital  of  the 
country. 

In  this  important  science,  ft  is  not  degrading  to 
receive  the  lessons  of  experience,  even   from  our 
enemy.     The  credit  and  the  finances  of  England 
had   languished  for  nearly  a  century,  under  the 
influence  of  a    fiscal  machine  called  a  Sinking 
Fund,  not  unlike  our  own  miserable  institution, 
having  the  same  name,  for  the  last  twelve  years. 
In  the  year   1784.  when   Mr.  Pitt   became  the 
financial  minister  of  England,  he  found  her  finan- 
ces  in  a  state   of  rapid    decline,  not   unlike   our 
own  at  the  present  period.     Her  credit  was  im- 
paired ;  her  stocks  consequently  low;  a  debt  of 
enormous  amount,  and  daily  increasing  ;  without 
sufllicient  revenue  to  discharge  the  annual  divi- 
dends  as  they  became  due  to  the  creditors.     In- 
stantly, resolving  to  triumph  over  every  difficul- 
ty, he  risked  his  popularity  and  his  place,  that  he 
might  perform  the  great  duties  which   he  owed 
his  country.     He  increased  the  taxes,  funded  the 
floating  claims  on    the    Treasury,  and   adopted 
safe    and    energetic    rules    for    organizing    the 
finances. 

In  the  year  1786  he  established  a  sinking  fund, 
on  principles  which  promised  undoubted  success. 
But,  in  the  year  1792.  upon  the  suggestion  of  his 
great  rival,  he  iniroduc»'d   into  his  system  that 
grand  improvement  in  finance  which  will  render 
his  name  as  immortal  as  the  fame  of  his  country. 
Henceforward,  under  each  loan,  taxes  were  to  be 
placed  and  inviolably  pledged,  sufficient  annually 
to  discharge  the  interest,  and  one  per  cent,  upon 
Its  princip.il,  until  its  entire  extinction  should  be 
accomplished.      By  this  improvement,   not   the 
slightest  departure  from   which  has  ever  been  al- 
lowed, the  creditors  of  England  have  become  an- 
nuitants, and  her  loan  annuities  determinable,  at 
periods  more  or  le.ss  distant,  according  to  the  price 
of  stocks  HI  the  mirket. 

But   this  acknowledged   chieftain   of  modern 
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fi^;  Itciers  did; not  stop  here.  He  knew  that  the 
c4{:  iuiisis  of  ijie  country,  who  were  also  her  cred- 
itor ',  were  his|only  sure  resource  in  tunes  of  na- 
lijjf  ■*.l  alarm.  *  Their  interests  were  cherished  in 
aU  'IS  fi>cal  (lolicy;  they  were  constanily  con- 
sul id  in  the  fjirmaticn  of  all  his  plans;  and  his 
roe  ;.ures  werb  arranged  upon  principles  of  an 
enl  y^ed  policy,  embracing  in  its  scope,  what  he 
ciM  jdered  inseparably  connected,  the  interest  of 
thtr  Creditor  ard  the  public  credit  of  his  country. 
Hf|^je  It  was,  tl*it  though  the  black  cloud  of  de- 
Rtry  lion  hovj^red  over  his  island  for  twenty 
ytff  s;  in  the  darke>'.  hours  of  a  long,  eventful. 
aii(  morial  struggle,  in  which  his  country  was 
etjj  igfil  for  lier  existence;  even  in  that  day  of 
d((;  ^air.  wheu  the  culossal  tyrant  of  France  ar- 
riy  d  his  myriad  of  slaves,  and  threatened  to 
p^'  -  ihera  across  tho  Channel,  he  never  for  a 
nac  pent  lost  tj»e  conlidence  of  the  capitalists  of 
his  country,  bUt  was  always  able  to  elicit  sup- 
p|ifH  equal  to  ins  wants,  and  on  conditions  mod- 
enhi  and  adv^tntageous. 

'Mtr.  Speakw,  if  you  would  preserve  to  your 
Qtfernment  9  similar  resource,  pursue  the  exam- 
pk»jf  this  grbdt  minister;  and  then,  though  this 
wal  should  citntinue,  and  tenfold  darkness  should 
si:lfce  on  your;  prospects,  you  will  fasten  to  your 
iM|»est.s  a  bo<jy  of  men  able  and  willing  to  suc- 
cft^vou  in  thq  day  of  your  deepest  distress, 

•l|^t,  sir,  w|iat  a  cold  and  sickening  contrast 
d<J"ljyour  polkcy  present.  Like  "i he  Jew  of  Ven- 
ic>F  you  refer  all  to  •  your  bond."  Your  '•  bond*' 
bf(t«mes  the  subsiiiuie  for  your  judgment — the 
ri^^l  test  of  yjour  justice  and  gratitude.  When, 
sra  jiing  on  tl:e  very  verge  of  ruin,  your  creditors 
c^y  to  you  fgr  preservation;  you  point  to  the 
hi>i  >\.  and  in  cjool  triumph  ask,  "is  it  there  wrii- 
t«<r  T'  They  'j»how  you  ihat  your  policy  is  their 
t(^i  I  destruction,  and  invoke  you  to  spare  them  ; 
yi)|tpoint  to  your  contract,  and  exclaim.  'Here 
'  }.-  pur  warrant.  We  have  a  right  to  a  pound 
*  pjlflesb.  and  we  will  have  it,  though  your  heart's 
'  |)I»pd  shall  stream  upon  the  kniff." 

trj>  on,  Mr.  Speaker:  Perhaps,  in  these  days  of 
djwder.  policy  and  justice  are  no  more  insepar- 
ipl^;  It  IS  possible  that,  in  the  vicissitudes  of 
ni(f  !ern  times,  human  nature  has,  also,  been  revo- 
Igii^nized.  It  so,  your  policy  may  be  well  adapi- 
e<!^fc  the  aciurtl  condition  of  things.  Go  on,  sir; 
if  lAay  be  that  the  mind  of  man  is  no  longer  in- 
flu^ced  by  the  same  motives — excited  by  the 
s;ii|i  objects,  as  in  former  days.  It  is  possible 
tt^±  e.rperience  has  become  a  mere  idle  babbler. 
ap|'/ii*/ory  a^i  instrument  of  deception.  If  so, 
yol;  course  n>»y  pro-e  triumphant.  It  is  possi- 
bjft^at.  with  the  clamors  of  thousands  whom  you 
hgi*,i  ruined  >cunding  in  your  ears,  you  may  pass 
«i  frjice  to  the  destruciion  of  other  thousands. 
Buf  sir,  beliere  me.  if  "man  is  yet  man,"  with 
tht^estruction  you  will  now  work  will  end  your 
pv>ifr  of  mischief.  Do  not  believe — be  not  mad- 
ni*  .  enough  ko  hope — that  after  you  shall  have 
Ci^v  Ijy  perpetrjited  the  rum  of  your  present  cred- 
iio  %  you  wfJl  find  others,  idiots  enough,  to 
thr  iW»  their  fortunes  within  '"the  scope  of  your 
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I  turn  now,  sir,  to  a  particular  examination  of 
the  bill  before  you.  The  bank  to  be  incorporated 
by  this  bill,  is  modelled  on  the  novel  plan  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoun;)  and  its  objects  are  the  i^ame  as  were 
those,  intended  by  that,  for  which  it  tias  become 
a  substitute.  Indeed,  wiih  the  exception  of  the 
right  of  the  Government  to  subscribe,  which  is 
stricken  from  this  bill,  the  bank  will  present  the 
.^ame  proportions  of  slock  and  specie,  a  capital  of 
the  same  complexion  and  consistency,  subject  to 
the  same  objections,  and  in  iis  operations  opposed 
by  the  same  obstacles  which  have  been  supposed 
conclusive  against  the  success  of  the  first  project. 
The  grand  di>iinction  between  the  two  projects 
is  this:  The  first  plan  relied  on  loans  for  the  re- 
lief of  Government,  and  was  modelled  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  loans  practicable.  This 
plan  renounces  all  hopes  of  future  loans,  and  pro- 
poses, as  a  succedaneum.  the  issuing  of  twenty- 
four  millions  of  Treasury  notes.  Arid  on  these 
notes  alone  is  the  Government  to  rely  for  present 
relief,  and  for  all  its  supplies  during  the  ensuing 
year.  These  Treasury  notes  are  intended  to 
range  awhile  through  the  country  as  a  currency, 
pass  into  a  solid  mass  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  settle 
quietly  and  in  full  credit  into  the  vaults  of  a 
bank  ;  and,  assuming  there  yet  another  shape,  to 
flutter  forth,  and  constitute  another  circulating 
medium.  Sir,  the  process  is  captivating  in  theory, 
charming  to  the  fancy;  but,  unless  I  am  much 
mistaken,  it  is  one  of  those  splendid  visions  which 
the  noble  science  of  alchymy  has  often  produced, 
to  mortify  the  pride  and  disappoint  the  hopes 
of  man.  It  has  no  practicable  qualities,  and  the 
danger  is,  that  while  you  are  pursuing  the  unsub- 
stantial vision,  admiring  its  varied  colors,  and 
fanciful  forms,  the  mighty  bubble  will  burst,  and 
leave  you  in  the  midst  of  mortification  and  despair. 

It  will   be  perceived.  Mr.  Speaker,  that  should 
these  Treasury  notes  make  their  grand  tour  ever 
so  brilliantly,  before  they  arrive  at  the  vaults  of 
the  bank  they  settle  down  into  stock,  just  like  the 
stock   now  existing,  of  no  more  value  in   irseJf, 
and  combining  no  superior  qualities.    And  there- 
fore it   was  that  I  slated,  when  this  bank  shall 
have  pa>sed  its  periods  of  danger,  and  issue  forth 
a  full  grown   bank,  it  will  be  in  no  wise  better 
calculated  to  aid  the  Government  or  furnish  a 
naiional  currency,  than  a  bank  formed  of  the 
stock  already  existing.     In  this  respect,  the  two 
plans  are  upon  a  level.     It  is  to  the  process,  to 
which  I  have  above  alluded,  that  I  object,  as  il- 
lusory, and    highly    dangerous    to    ihe    country. 
Your  Treasury  notes  never  caa  be  kept  at  par; 
they  will  probably  never  reach  the  bank  at  all; 
and   li    ihey   do  so.   it   will   be  after   thty   have 
scourged  the  land  by  a  dreadful  depreciation,  and 
through    the  ruin  of  thousands  who  shall  hold 
them. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  adoption  of 
this  plan  precludes  all  hopes  of  contractinsr  loans; 
indeed,  it  professes  to  become  an  entire  substitute 
for  the  system  of  loaning.  In  three  months  from 
the  passing  this  bill,  the  whole  twenty-lour  mil- 
lions must  issue  forth,  like  the  locusts  of  Egypt, 
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to  scourge  the  land.    For  the  supplies  er^n  of 

the  present  quarter,  your  Treasury  must  obtain 
thirteen    millions  of  dollars,  or   your    contracts 
must  all  be  violated.     During  the  first  quarter  of 
the  next  year  you  can  expect  but  little  aid  from 
taxes;  yet  your   armies   must   be  recruited  and 
paid.      Preparations   of  vast   magnitude   for  the 
next  Summer  must  be  made;  for  then  you  must 
engage   in  a  mortal   struggle,   upon    the   issue  of 
which  you  have  placed  the  existence  of  the  coun- 
try.   The  issuing  of  these  notes  will  be  your  only 
resource.     Loans,  I  repeat  11,  will   be  out  of  the 
question.     You  not  only  will  have  left  the  pres- 
ent stock  a  massive  drug  in  the  market,  pressing 
to  the  earth  the  moneyed  men  of  the  country,  but 
you  will  have  added  to   its   weight  by  masses  of 
new  stock  in  the  form  of  Treasury  notes.     In  the 
nature  of  things,  therefore,  you  will  be  bound  to 
issue  all  the  notes  in   your  power   to  put  forth. 
Do  you  imagine  that  they  can   be  circulated  at 
par  upon  your  credit  alone  1    Those  who  believe 
so,  have   but   liiile  knowledge  of  the   worthless 
state  of  public  credit.     They  have  not  seen  the 
contractors    tremble,   the   merchants   frown,    the 
farmers  scowl,  and  the  speculators  laugh,  at  the 
very  name  of  public  credit.     Sir.  such'an  expec- 
tation is  utterly  fallacious. 

Of  all  paper,  Government  bills  are  the  most 
unfit  for  a  circulating  medium.  I  might  read 
from  the  pages  of  the  great  founder  of  your  whole 
financial  system,  arguments  conclusive,  to  show 
the  wide  difference  between  a  paper  medium,  de- 
pending upon  the  faith  of  Government  alone,  and 
that  which  is  founded  on  the  capital  of  a  private 
hank.  The  former  has  no  bounds  10  its  issue,  but 
the  discretion  which  generally  becomes  another 
name  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Government.  It 
is  always  suspected,  always  received  with  doubt 
and  hesitation,  and,  therefore,  always  depreciates. 
While  the  latter,  founded  on  solid  capital,  always 
protected,  regulated,  and  restrained  by  the  honor 
and  integrity  of  the  directors,  fortified  by  the  in- 
terest of  the  stockholders  and  the  existence  of  the 
bank,  all  of  which  are  jeopardized  by  an  over 
issue,  comes  to  the  public  wah  the  strongest  title 
to  their  confidence,  and  is  generally  received  and 
circulated.  The  works  of  the  lamented  Hamil- 
ton are  now  before  me;  I  will  not  detain  the 
House,  but  refer  them  to  his  argument  upon  this 
interesting  subject. 

It  these  objections  in  the  general  are  well 
founded,  it  does  appear  10  rae.  that  the  peculiar 
qualities  of  the  paper  contemplated  by  this  bill, 
will  render  it  a  mere  burlesque  on  the  very  name 
of  a  circulating  medium.  Experience  has  proved 
that  It  IS  essential,  perhaps  a  eitie  qua  non,  to  a 
circulating  medium,  that  it  should  bear  its  value 
on  Its  face.  It  cannot  be  clogged  with  qualities, 
which  render  calculations  of  its  worth  a  pre-re- 
quisite  to  lis  daily  circulation.  But  these  notes 
are  to  bear  an  interest  of  five  and  three-quarters 
per  cent.;  their  value  will  vary  with  each  pass- 
ing day.  Can  a  currency  thus  encumbered  pass 
freely  along,  through  the  illiterate  classes  of  the 
community?  No,  sir.  it  is  tit  only  for  a  nation 
of  mathematicians  ;  and  if  you  issue  them,  every 


farmer  mast  have  at  his  elbow  a  Zerah  Colbourn 
to  carry  on  the  ordinary  transactions  of  society. 

To  surmount  these  difl5cultjes,  however,  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposes  a  resort  to  the 
tricks  of  the  Treasury.  This  paper,  and  this 
alone,  shall  be  received  in  taxes.  Mr.  Speaker 
this  expedient  may  be  ingenious,  but  in  ray  opin- 
ion, like  the  rest  of  the  machine,  it  is  wholly  im- 
practicable. Your  Treasury  notes  never  will  be 
sufficiently  diffused  to  furnish  the  people  with  a 
medium  in  which  to  pay  the  taxes.  Besides,  sir, 
such  a  plan,  if  successful,  would  drive  back  to  its' 
vaults  the  notes  of  every  State  bank,  and  render 
their  charters   nearly  worthless.     Hence,  sir,  in 

self-defence,  to  preserve  their  existence,  you  would 
force  the  State  banks  into  a  combination  to  re- 
sist and  defeat  a  measure  which  would  produce 
their  ruin.  They  would  all  refuse  your  notes. 
The  great  body  of  influential  citizens,  interested' 
in  the  preservation  of  the  State  banks,  would  be 
arrayed  against  you.  Your  notes  might  pay 
taxes,  but  good  care  would  be  taken  that  they 
should  pay  nothing  else.  In  such  a  struggle  your 
defeat  would  be  certain.  Distraction  would  be 
introduced  into  your  medium;  its  circulation 
would  be  impeded,  and  an  indefinite  depreciation 
would  leave  you  to  lament  the  injustice  of  your 
attempt. 

Mr.  Speaker,  never  was  such  a  circulating  me- 
dium issued  and  sustained  at  par,  under  similar 
circymstancps,  by  any  Government.  I  would 
appeal  to  the  experience  of  European  Govern- 
ments; I  would  remind  you  of  the  assignais  of 
France,  at  the  mention  of  which,  justice'frowns 
and  policy  blushes— I  would  appeal  to  your  own 
experience. 

It  might  be  improper  to  point  to  the  close  of 
our  Revolution,  to  describe  the  mere  spectre  of 
public  credit  which  survived,  and  the  consequent 
destruciion  of  the  Government  paper  which  filled 
the  country.  But  look  at  the  few  Treasury  notes 
which  are  now  abroad;  they  are  receivable  in 
taxes;  ihey  are  shortly  due  at  the  Treasury;  yet 
you  may  purchase  them  in  the  market,  from  five 
to  twenty  per  cent,  under  their  par  value.  Let 
gentlemen  read  their  errors  10  their  own  expe- 
rience. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
not  much  rely  on  these  expedients  tosusiain  hissys- 
tera.    Tlie  bank  was  his  grand  and  final  reliance; 
the  bank  is  the  stay  and  staff  of  his  plan.     This 
bank  is  to  act  as  a  kind  of  alchymical  engine,  by 
which  worthless  paper  is  to  be  turned  inlo  gold, 
the  sickly  credit  of  the  nation  restored  to -health, 
and  the  mighty  operations  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  war  sustained  and  regulated.     And 
this  wonderful   engine  is  to  work  in  this  wise: 
The  books  of  the  bank  are  to  be  opened,  and  the 
flood  of  paper,  as  it  rushes  from  the  Treasury,  is 
to  flow  rapidly,  and  regularly,  and  monthly,  into 
the  reservoir,  just  as  the  deep  and  placid  current 
of  a  mighty  river  flows  to  the  bosom  of  the  ocean. 

Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  river  should  meet 
some  unsurmountable  obstruction  cast  across  its 
channel,  its  saiooth  course  should  be  interrupted, 
and  its  flood  should  be  beaten  back  towards  its 
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rce.  It  would  rush  from  its  bed.  roll  over  the 
Seals  which  before  it  had  nourished,  and  leave 
th<;  cyuntry  a  .stagnant  pool,  charged  with  pesti- 
•e  and  death.  So,  sir,  if  in  the  vicissitudes 
wjiich  ail  mortal  projects  are  exposed,  this 
J -of  pap»^r  should  be  obstructed  in  its  course, 
t'culd  settle  down  upon  the  comnnunily.  full 
he  seeds  of  fiscal  pestilence  and  ruin, 
ly  honorable  friend  from  New  York.  (Mr. 
LEY.)  perijeiving  this  danger,  and  its  obviou.-* 
sequences,  thinks  there  is  a  remedy  within 
ou| reach.  By  legislative  acts,  he  would  have 
thtj  Governcnj?nt  so  restricted  that  they  should 
iss  e  this  pai)<r  no  faster  than  it  should  be  able 
to  ass  into  iKe  bank,  and  then  the  danger  would 
be  (veried.  l)oes  net  mv  honorable  friend  per- 
cei  e  that  the  invention  of  such  a  provision  would 
rer  jer  the  whole  project  a  felo  de  sel  When 
yo  have  ad6pted  this  system,  and  voluntarily 
ab-tiJiloned  all  hopes' of  loans,  you  will  have  no 


tent,  risking  their  hard-earned  fortunes  in  .•specu- 
lations novel  and  uncertain. 

When  I  heard  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr,  Calhocn)  dilating  upon  the 
wide  diffusion  of  these  notes,  whereby  the  farmers 
of  the  North  and  the  South,  and  the  East  and  the 
West,  would  be  furnished  with  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  this  great  national  speculation,  I 
could  consider  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  rhe- 
torical flourish  to  attract  favor  to  his  project;  I 
considered  it  a?  a  mere  "springe  to  catch  wood- 
cocks." And  the  House  must  have  been  amused 
to  observe  how  suddenly  the  honorable  delef^ate 
from  Missouri  (Mr.  Ea8ton)  was  noosed.  °He 
actually  prevailed  on  the  House  to  open  a  sub- 
scription, somewhere  in  the  forests  of  the  West, 
near,  as  I  am  informed,  the  fur  settlement  on  Co- 
lumbia river. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  could  not  but  be  diverted  at  the 
amusing  little  contest  upon  this  subject,  between 


re'A.ri  tor  supjjiies  but  to  this  Treasury  paper;  in  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
tn|h.  when  you  enter  ou  this  plan  there  is  no  I  and  his  friend  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Fisk.)  The 
re4eat.  '•  You  set  your  life  upon  a  throw,  and  i  latter  gentleman  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  thai 
yoi  must  staiid  the  hazard  of  the  die."  Accord-  j  he  saw  the  ruin  of  his  parly  lurking  in  the  provi- 
iD|to  theexi^-enciesof  the  Government  you  must  .  sionsof  this  bill.  "  Why."  said  he,'"  the  capital- 
cov.inue  to  issue  your  paper,  and,  if  the  bank  fails  '  ists  alone  lan  buy  the  treasury  notes  and  form 
to  J.>ceive  It,  the  evils  1  have  described  are  ine-  ;  '  the  bank.  Those  who  belong  to  the  Adininis- 
vi'|b!e.  If  there  is  reasonable  doubt  upon  the  |  '  traiion  are  exhausted.  The  Federalists  will 
su^]e:t,  you  ought  to  pause  long,  and  reflect  well,  i  '  therefore  get  the  bank,  and  with  it  dash  out  the 
be|)fe  you  hazard  the  venture.  What  is  it  you  '  brains  of  the  Administration."  And  he  threat- 
pu|a;  hazard?  Not  your  bank  alune,  but  aU  the  [  ened  to  take  his  hat,  make  his  bow,  and  bid 
chi  racter  and  credit  that  remains  to  you;  all  good  night  to  the  Administration,  sooner  than  to 
pr;  ^ration  to^r  the  deadly  struggle  which  awaits  stay  here  and  be  blown  up  by  this  gunpowder 
yo,        If  thert:  is  much   hazard  in  the  game,  you  I  institution. 

ar.^  naade  to  pl^ce  your  life  upon  the  issue.  Should  I  The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
yo  lose,  all  is4ost ;  the  dissolution  of  the  Union—  rose  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  his  friend.  He 
th.|  .subjugation  of  the  States  are  consummated,  [.seemed  to  agree  that  the  capitalists  attached  to 
In;  lOleran  truth.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  chances  are  all  }  the  Administration  might  have  been  somewhat 
ag.  nstyou;  not  one  doubt  of  your  loss  remains  l  surfeited  with  the  paper  potions  they  had  too 
in      -  -"---^  I  .  .       ..  ..         ... 


ly  mind. 


liberally  swallowed  ;  but   he  assured   his  friend 


lay  I  ask,  said  Mr.  G.,  how  these  bills  are  ever  i  that  one  sure  resource  remained  to  the  party. 

tot^scape  frotn  the  Treasury  into  circulation  ?  I  "  Have  we  not,"  he  exclaimed,  "the  rich  yeo- 
Tank  you  thnt  capitalists  will  buy  them  of  you  '  manry  of  the  country  on  our  side  ?  Are  they 
atjjyihing  li{»e  their  par  value?  Will  you  put  *  not  the  pride  and  boast  of  our  party  ?  And  will 
thyi  forth  as  a  currency  under  par;  thus  stamp-  '  not  our  yeomanry  aid  our  loans,  and  assist  in 
inj^  them  with  the  image  of  death  before  they  |  •  the  establishment  of  our  bank  ?" 
issi^  from  the  womb?  Nothing  of  this  is  prac- '  And  he  seemed  to  conclude,  that  his  friend 
tjcible.     No,  »ir,  if  they  go  forth  at  all.  they  must  \  might  safely  let  his  hat  hang  on  its  nail,  and  con 


tinue  to  sit  and  to  vote,  until  something  more 
substantial  should  "push  him  from  his  stool." 
The  g**ntleman  from  Vermont,  though  evidently 
puzzled  by  this  bold  appeal,  appeared  to  me  not 
entirely  satisfied.  I  saw  a  smile  on  his  face, 
which  seemed  contemptuously  to  say  :  "  Yes,  yes, 


pafc  to  your  c;jniract  irs,  your  commissaries,  your 
so;Pers,  and  Vour  sailors — to  any  of  your  credit- 
orf  !vho  prefer  your  paper  to  your  parol  promise. 
H#ce,  it  is  possible  they  may  pass  to  others,  and 
th>., obtain  a  |)ariial  circulation  among  the  mer- 

chfrtts;  farraeifs,  and  mechanics.  „  ,„o. 

|ut.  sir,  are^we  deluded  enough  to  expect  that  \  we  have  the  rich  yeoraan7y  wTth^us ;  and'they 
th.ve  men  wiQ  place  .hem  in  the  bank  ?  All  their  have  their  cotton  fields  and  their  corn  fields  but 
aciLve  capital  is  necessary  for  .heir  ordinary  pur-  ;  will  they  convert  them  into  loans  7  They  also 
suijv;  essential  to  put  in  motion  and  extract  profit  have  their  pigs  and  their  poultry  but  will  they 
Irc*^  their  uvn  fixed  property.  To  establish  ;  place  them  in  your  bank  ?"  Sir,  the  plain  practi- 
baf-.s,  is  as  ta^  removed  from  all  their  views  and  cal  common  sense  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
objcis  as  It  IS  inimical  to  their  pursuits  and  in-  :  mont  taught  him.  that  all  the  talk  ahout  the  wide 
^^'tip\  ^"">^f'™*"*-  '^^^n  a  bank  has  been  long  I  diffusion  of  this  Treasury  paper,  to  afford  oppor- 
est|t)lished.  atjJ  has  gained  reputation  for  prudent  tunities  to  our  farmers  to  subscribe  to  the  bank 
management  this  class  of  men  do  invest  small  was  the  airy  creation  of  inexperience  and  enthu- 
•Mifs  in  Its  stdcks.  both  for  profit  and  security;  siasm. 
be«}never  do  jlou  find  them,  to  any  material  ex-  |      Does  the  gentleman  from   South  Carolina,  in- 
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deed,  expect  any  material  aid  in  establishing  his 
bank  from  this  worthy  class  of  our  citizens?  The 
experience  of  this  war  should  correct  his  error. 
Your  late  loans  were  authorized  to  support  this 
just  and  necessary  war;  to  prosecute  your  holy 
crusade  asainst  the  Canadas.  Of  course,  every 
motive  of  patriotism  would  impel  ''our  yeoman- 
ry" to  step  forth  with  all  their  means.  Your 
Government  called  loudly  for  the  aid  of  its  friends 
Was  its  voice  heard  by  "our  yeomanry?"  Let 
the  gentleman  step  to  the  Treasury,  and  see  how 
much  of  the  late  loan  has  been  taken  by  the  plain 
farmers  of  Kentucky,  the  proud  planters  of  Caro- 
lina, the  lords  of  the  soil  of  Virginia  ?  He  will 
find  a  beggarly  accuunt  of  pitiful  subscriptions. 

Even  now,  sir,  when  your  Treasury  contains 
not  one  dollar,  when  this  honest  and  glorious  war 
is  about  to  expire,  merely  for  want  of  nourish- 
ment, where  are  these  patriotic  supporters  of  Ad- 
ministration ?  You  have  loans  unfilled — your 
Government  in  tones  of  deep  anguish  call  for  suc- 
cor, and  yet  "our  rich  yeomanry."  who  are  able  to 
invest  millions  in  bank  stock,  are  nowhere  to  be 
found.  They  abandoned  their  leaders  and  their 
w.ir  in  thi»  their  darkest  and  most  perilous  hour. 

Did  1  believe  that  these  men  were  exclusively 
supporters  of  this  war,  and  that  they  had  the 
ability  to  furnish  aid,  1  should  view  them  as  the 
most  sordid  of  mankind.  But  believing  directly 
the  reverse,  and  not  having  a  doubt  that  the  sur- 
plus capital,  which  must  create  loans  and  bank 
stock,  rtsti  with  them  but  in  a  very  limited  ex- 
tent, they  are  subject  to  no  reproach.  It  is  their 
pan,  to  perfor.m  their  political  duties  with  fidelity, 
and  to  wrestle  morning  and  evenitig  with  their 
God,  to  deliver  their  country  from  us  two  most 
dreadful  scourges,  the  war  and  the  authors  of  the 
war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  capitalists  of  the  country 
must  convert  the  Treasury  paper  into  bank  stock, 
or  it  will  remain  unconverted.  By  capitalists,  I 
mean  those  enterprising  men  who  have  accumu- 
lated masses  of  active  aud  surplus  capital,  for  the 
purpose  of  venturing  it  in  great  and  advantageous 
speculations. 

Have  these  men.  at  this  time,  the  ability  to 
perform  the  process  ?  You  have  nothing  to  hope 
from  New  England.  Her  citizens  have  their 
money  and  their  capital  .safe  at  home;  and  you 
will  not  find  them  idiots  enough,  in  this  tem- 
pestuous season,  to  venture  it  on  the  ocean,  in 
any  vessel  that  you  can  build  and  rig  and  navi- 
gate. From  the  capitalists  south  of  the  Hudson, 
and  from  them  only,  must  you  expect  aid.  It  is 
a  mistake  to  suppose  the  depressed  war  stock  to  be 
in  few  hands.  The  original  contractors  retain, 
comparatively,  but  tntiing  portions  of  the  whole 
mass.  It  is  widely  diffosed  among  these  capital- 
ists, and  unless,  by  some  act  of  yours,  us  market 
value  is  elevated,  it  will  paralyze  all  their  efforts 
to  afford  any  aid  to  your  project. 

The  banks,  too,  are  groaning  under  the  weight 
of  this  depressed  stock.  They  have  received  it  in 
pledges  and  in  payment.  It  lies  useless  in  their 
vaults,  and  clogs  even  their  operations.  1  have 
not  a  doubt  of  ttie  fact,  that  from  this  cause,  more 


than  any  other,  they  have  been  forced  to  su.-^pend 
their  specie  payments.  And,  I  think,  nothing  is 
hazarded  in  .'^aying,  that  they  never  will  resume 
them,  until  this  cause  shall  be  removed. 

But.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  grant  the  ability,  shall 
we  find  the  disposition?  What  are  the  induce- 
ments for  any  man  to  purchase  your  notes  at 
par,  and  place  them  in  the  bank  ?  Is  there  any 
profit  to  justify  the  speculation?  Sir,  if  the 
friends  of  this  bank  are  at  all  accurate  in  their 
descriptions  of  it,  instead  of  inviting,  it  will  deter 
any  prudent  man  from  venturing  money  in  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  it 
will  be  at  first  a  weak  institution,  capable  of  per- 
forming but  little  business;  that  it  must  slowly 
teel  its  way,  discounting  cautiously,  and  he  hopes 
by  such  a  course,  it  may  survive  its  infancy.  My 
friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Oakley)  says,  it  is 
strictly  a  six  million  bank,  and  to  that  capital 
must  Its  business  be  limited.  And  my  friend 
from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Webster)  has  no 
doubt  It  will  perish  by  the  draining  of  its  specie, 
if  it  should  issue  paper  equal  to  one-half  of  its 
specie  capital.  If  these  gentlemen  are  near  the 
truth,  then  it  is  indeed  a  poor  bank — a  very  beg- 
garly institution,  well  calculated  to  devour  cap- 
ital, but  with  a  wretched  capacity  to  return  profit. 
To  obtain  dividends  on  six  millions  of  capital, 
it  is  supposed  that  men  of  fortune  will  be  so  weak 
as  to  convert  twenty-four  millions  of  property 
into  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  lay  it  by  in  the  vaults 
of  the  bank,  safe  to  be  sure,  but  almost  wholly 
unproductive!  Such  fanciful  hopes  can  never 
be  realized. 

But  my  friend  from  New  York  has  remarked, 
that  in  this  respect  the  two  plans  are  on  a  precise 
level.  If  there  would  be  no  adequate  inducement 
for  moneyed  men  to  invest  their  property  in  this 
bank,  neither  would  there  be  for  the  holders  of 
the  present  stock  to  invest  it  in  the  bank  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary.  My  honorable  friend 
has  not  treated  this  subject  with  his  usual  saga- 
city. 

The  cases  are  entirely  dissimilar.     And  so  are 
the  motives,  which  would  excite  to  investments 
10  the  different   banks.     The   present  holders  of 
the  stocks  are  already  committed.     Their  stock 
is  now  a  drug  in  their  hands.     It  tl*»eatens  them 
with  ruin.     The  motive  they  would  have  to  com- 
ply with  the  terras  of  the  bill,  and  obtain  specie, 
would  be,  therefore,  strong  and  irresistible — the 
elevation  of  the  price  of  their  stock,  the  rescue  of 
themselves  from  ruin.     In  the  present  case  there 
is  no  such  motive.     Here  no  ri.sk  is  already  in- 
curred.    The  only  motive  is  a  profitable  specula- 
tion— the  only  inducement,  positive  gain.     It  is 
apparent,  that  while  on  the  Secretary's  plan  the 
present  holders  of  stock  would  fly  to  the  bank  as 
a  refuge  from   ruin,  on  the  present  plan,  the  na- 
ture of  the  institution  might,  and  probably  would, 
forbid  any  capitalist  from  approaching  it. 

II,  in  peaceful  and  prosperous  time.s,  this  bank 
might  present  a  fair  speculation,  and  obtain  am- 
ple subscriptions;  yet,  can  it  be  hoped,  that  pru- 
dent men  would  venture  their  fortunes  in  it,  in 
these  times  of  dismay  and  peril?     Look  around, 
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tfiif  From  abroad,  inrasion  is  menaced  of  every 
pf  t  of  your  extended  coast.  Our  cities,  the 
great  depositdnrs  of  our  surplus  wealth,  have  but 
IjeAle  assuraijce  of  safety.  The  storms  of  war 
ajjJibeating  op  our  country  from  every  quarter  of 
It*  heavens.  What  is  our  condition  at  home? 
Tip  foul  spirit  of  party  sits  like  a  bloated  incu- 
l^iX  upon  the  Cabinet,  and  turns  all  its  counsels 

ftc^rashness  and  folly.  Like  the  fabled  Gorgon, 
nn^foul  fiend  datlv  mounts  this  very  Capitol,  and 
spijtering  the  snakes  of  discord  among  the  peo- 
plT^he  calls  tjiem,  in  tones  of  fury,  to  civil  com- 
Hi»jon  and  Woody  violence.  The  Constitution 
hal received  deep,  perhaps  mortal  wounds.  War, 
iti«is  iron  chariot,  is  rolling  through  the  land, 
cjrChing,  with  its  h^avy  wheels,  our  civil  insti- 
tji  -jns,  thobe  bulwarks  of  civil  liberty.  The 
0"Vernment  totters  from  untimely  decrepitude. 
Xi»<)  the  very  temple  of  our  Union,  toppled  from 
iis:oase,  is  re^dy  to  be  dashed  to  the  earth,  and 
t<>  ijpTe  the  country  encumbered  with  its  frag- 
E^C>'6'  This  country  resembles  the  strong  man 
fi(ll^{l  with  wine,  his  head  lull  of  delirious  vis- 
»r>{^i,3nd  mad  projects  of  ambition  and  vengeance, 
r^v^Uing  vast  projects,  and  deciding  on  prompt 
aiiX'vigorous  exertion;  but  his  limbs  are  palsied. 
M«<perves  ar*  withered,  and  he  lies,  supine  on 
t^tf  r?J»rth,  hugp,  disgufsting,  and  impotent. 

j  \p  what  faie  we  are  destined  is  unknown  to 
njaf^  We  have  been  borne  along  to  our  destruc- 
tiioj*  almost  with  the  rapidity  of  the  lightning. 
Alii  It  IS  not  for  hgiman  foresight  ever  to  con- 
jecture whethfr  the  God  of  our  fathers  has  finally 
f(jij|!iken  us,  arjd  whether  the  end  of  our  Republic 
i^  %l  hand,  {n  such  ''crazy  times."  think  you 
ti^A  men,  wh(«  possess  sane  mind*-,  will  embark 
tkfir  fortunes  in  any  vessel  whose  safety  depends 
opiuch  commanders,  such  pilots,  and  such  a  crew 
a^it<^->  can  fuc.nish  ? 

cffut,  Mr.  S|>eaker,  suppose  I  am  mistaken  in 
ail^iiis.  If  tijere  are  men  able  and  willing  to 
piiX^hfise  the  Treasury  paper  and  transmute  it  to 
bklli  slock — t^ie  very  process  of  transmutation 
^i|l  be  destri^ciive  lo  the  country.  Such  men, 
il  iijey  exist  ai  all,  exist  for  the  most  part  in  our 
cUfcjs^  and  ar|;  closdy  connected  by  the  strong 
bit*d  of  cocntmon  interest.  In  these  moneyed 
opiftaiions,  th(tir  interests  lead  them  to  act  united 
ac|  in  conceit.  What  will  be  their  conduct  in 
lh».  busines>? 

Mading   your   Treasury  notes  wholly  unsup- 

,    |i^d,  and  tu  winning  to  descend,  they  will  leave 

ipli)  to  takr  Eljeir  downward  course.     Nay,  they 

y^ii.  aid  their  descent,  certain  that  they  will  re- 

nOi^nat  all  tnhes  within  the  reach  of  their  coin. 

I'lje  strong    interests  of  these   men    will   impel 

tf^fi  to  such  a  course,  and  they  will  surely  pur- 

8|l<L  if-     And  thus  tne  whole  machinery  becomes 

disordered    by  the  very  agents   upon  whom  you 

r^l^  ip  keep  li  in   motion.     Immediately,  and  of 

n^'(>es*ity,    your    pap«-r    will   greatly    depreciate. 

■Vy||  the  Government,  then,  suffer  me  to  repeat 

tl4ei(|nesiion,    Will  the  Government  then  stop  its 

is|ii|»^s?     It    has    no    alternative — the   gate  must 

ct^t^Joue  hoisted,  and  the  stream  must  continue 

ri^Lfc^^ng. 


The  very  period  has  now  arrived  so  eloquentlT 
deprecated  by  my  honorable  friend  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston.)  Your  contractors  are 
clamorous— give  them  "assignats." 

Your  sailors  demand  their  wages — out  with  a 
new  edition  of  Treasury  notes. 

Your  armies  clamor  for  arrearages.  Dare  you 
refuse  them  ?  Remember  the  tragedy  at  New- 
burgh— it  may  be  attempted  in  your  day.  There 
are  Armstrongs  still  alive  to  excite  rebellion,  but 
no  Washington  remains  to  parry  its  fury  and 
save  the  country.  A  new  swarm  of  "a.ssignats'* 
will  be  the  dreadful  and  the  only  remedy. 

Your  paper  will  rapidly  reach  its  lowest  point 
of  depression.  And  now  it  is  that  the  remorse- 
less speculator  will  begin  to  prowl  for  his  prey. 

The  war-worn  soldier,  as  he  halts  slowly  and 
painfully  from  Canada,  must  surrender  the  price 
of  his  blood  for  half  its  value. 

The  widow  and  the  orphan  of  him  who  in  your 
battles  has  laid  his  bones  amid  the  snows  of  the 
North,  must  sacrifice  their  little  all  for  a  lean  sub- 
sistence. Some  of  you  witnes>ed,  we  all  have 
read  and  have  wept,  the  fate  of  the  ruined  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution.  The  same  picture  will 
be  now  presented,  only  on  a  larger  canvass,  and 
with  more  tragical  coloring. 

I  appeal  to  those  who  belong  to  the  dominant 
party.  Have  you  forgotten  the  history  of  those 
days  when  the  debt  of  our  independence  was 
funded?  Your  party  then,  wiih  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  at  its  head,  professed  to  be  the 
soldier's  friend  and  champion;  and  the  country 
rung  with  your  clamors  for  a  discrimination  of 
the  debt.  So  strongly  did  you  then  profess  to 
feel  for  the  soldier,  that  you  were  ready  to  vio- 
late the  most  solemn  contracts  to  save  him  from 
the  loss  of  depreciated  money.  What  is  now 
your  conduct  ?  You  are  about  to  adopt  a  system 
which  will  bring  the  soldiers  of  your  present 
armies  to  the  same  loss  and  the  same  condition. 
You  are  not  contented  even  with  this.  In  this 
bill,  you  consummate  the  whole  transaction;  you 
not  only  frame  the  engine  by  which  the  soldier 
may  be  defrauded,  but  you  provide  an  asylum 
to  which  the  agents  who  shall  defraud  him  may 
fly  with  their  spoils  and  set  at  defiance  ail  human 
justice  and  power.  You  do  not  intend  this  cry- 
inr;  ini(]uity. 

No,  when  the  crisis  shall  arrive,  when  your 
paper  shall  sink  to  half  its  nominal  value,  when, 
like  voracious  sharks  prowling  the  ocean,  the 
speculators  shall  range  through  every  village, 
seizing  the  miserable  victims  of  their  cupidity.' 
then  will  you  step  boldly  forth,  and  cheered  by 
the  approving  voice  of  the  people,  which  now 
would  thunder  indignation  against  the  measure, 
you  would  consummate  your  goodly  work,  by 
that  unpardonable  political  sin  a  tender  law. 
This  bill  will  lay  the  sure  foundation  lor  such  a 
measure. 

I  appeal  to  the  friends  who  sit  around  me. 
Are  you  ready  to  support  a  system  which  will 
press  on  to  this  consummation  of  ruin,  with  a  step 
"Steady  as  time,  certain  as  death?" 

The   plan    of  the    Secretary  may  be  vicious. 
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Bat  if  that  be  hurtful  in  detail,  this  is  the  very 
essence  of  ruin  in  its  principles.  If  that  would 
injure  the  country,  this  is  the  very  box  of  Pan- 
dora, from  which  will  surely  issue  the  most  dread- 
ful evils  which  ever  scourged  and  cursed  a  people. 
Better  that  our  Republic  be  struck  at  once  from 
"the  great  firmament  of  nations,"  than  that  she 
should  linger  a  few  months  of  rayless  exi^'tence. 
and  then  plunge  into  such  an  abyss  of  embarrass- 
ment and  misery. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  may  be  mistaken  in  all  these 
forebodings  of  evil.  \(  the  bill  shall  pass,  and 
prove  beneficial,  my  country  will  owe  me  no 
thanks  for  the  boon.  But  if  it  shall  produce  the 
evils  I  have  anticipated,  here,  in  the  face  of  the 
nation.  I  wash  my  hands  of  all  the  consequences. 

When  Mr.  Grosvenor  concluded — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  assigning  as  a  rea- 
son therefor  his  anxiety  to  expedite  the  public 
business,  and  proceed  to  the  adoption  of  those 
measures  which  the  times  imperiously  demand, 
required  the  previous  question. 

The  call  was  sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  73  to  71  ; 
but  some  misapprehension  of  the  question  liavin*' 
taken  place,  a  second  count  took  place,  after  some 
little  confusion,  and  there  appeared  to  be  62  for 
the  previous  question,  and  70  against  it.  So  the 
call  was  not  duly  sanctioned. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Macon  and 
others,  as  to  the  effect  of  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill — which  some  appeared  to  think 
would  liave  the  effect  to  destroy  the  bill — 

Mr.  Hanson,  lo  save  difficulty  in  that  respect, 
withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson  ihen  renewed  his  demand  of  the 
previous  question  —  which  precludes  all  lurther 
amendment  as  well  as  debate — which  demand 
was  seconded  by  a  vote  of  62  to  59. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  in  the 
following  forni,  viz:  ''Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?"  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 
For  the  previous  question  75,  against  it  67,  as 
follows: 

YiAs — Mewrs.  .\Uton,  Anderson,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell,  Clark,  Coiastock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  DavU  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppcs,  Evans,  Fmdley,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Coodwyn, 
Gourdin, Griffin,  Humphreys,  Inger-^oll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
North  CaroUna,  LefferU,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Picliens.  Piper,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rich,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  S«ybert,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Matsachu- 
MtU,  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd, 
Bradley,  Brigham,  Burweli,  Calhoun,  Cilley,  Clopton, 
Cox,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mamachusetu,  Du- 
vall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gaston, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins 


of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hungerford.  Hulbert,  Irvinr 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
MassachusetU,  Law,  Lewis,  Macon,  Markell,  MiHer 
Moseley,  Pearson,  Piciiering,  Pitkin.  PleasanU,  Potter' 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rob-* 
ertson,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sharp,  SheflTev,  Stanford 
Sturges,  Taylor,  Telfair.  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
.Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

The  requisite  number  having  required  the  mam 
question  lo  be  put,  it  was  put  on  the  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  third   reading  ;  and  was  decided  in 
the  negative.     For  the  motion  40,  against  it  104 
as  follows :  °  ' 

\'e AS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barnett,  Bines 
Bradley,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappeli,  Clark' 
Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bert, Duvall,  Earle,  Findley,  Forney,  Gaston,  Gourdin, 
(iriffin,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Irving,  Kent  of  Maryland! 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina', 
Lowndes,  McKec,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Oakley' 
Pearson,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robert- 
son, Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Taylor, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— .Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barlwur,  Bard, 
Baylies  of  .MassachusetU,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burweli, 
CUley,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Dana] 
Davenport,  Davis  of  -Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Denoyelles,  Dwha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hanson,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Huhbnrd' 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York! 
King  of  MassachusetU,  Law,  LeflerU,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lyle,  Macon,  .Markell,  McCoy,  McKim,  Miller,  Moore, 
Moseley,  .Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker.  Pickering, 
Piper,  Pilkin,  PleasanU,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WUham 
Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sage, 
Schureman,  Seybert,  Sheffey ,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tannehill,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wdliams,  Wilson  of  MassachusetU,  and  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania. 

So  the  House  decided  that  the  bill  should  not 
be  read^a  third  lime— in  other  words,  that  it 
should  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  then  rose,  and  said 
he  had  voted  in  the  majority  against  the  bill; 
and  was.  therefore,  at  liberty  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  just  taken.  This  motion 
he  did  make  with  a  view  to  retain  the  bill  still 
in  possession  of  the  House,  in  order  to  recommit 
It— that  the  House  might  not  be  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  of  passing  a  bank  bill  during  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  he 
was  opposed  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
which  the  House  had  just  given.  Gentlemen 
who  favored  iheestablishmeniofa  National  Bank, 
had  urged  a  reconsideration,  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain if  they  could  not  meet  on  some  middle 
ground,  and  reconcile  their  conflicting  opinions. 
Those  who  were  in  .'avor  of  a  bank,  but  differed 
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m^reJy  as  lo  ktie  details,  might  well  vole  for  a  re- 
C(4.Mderaiion;  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  oppo>ed  to 
^  tslabli>hijient  o{  any  bank,  and  no  shape 
lid  be  givan  ID  II  which  could  induce  him  to 
|f  lor  It ;  at|d  as  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
^the  quesiiLki  had  nui  taken  a  view  of  it,  which 
^  ^  ;isely  presj-nied  the  ground  on  which  his  ob- 
jefciions  resteljl.  he  would  beg  leave  lo  trespass 
oc^  moment  qn  the  ume  of  the  House. 

.Ir.  M.  fouttd  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he 
IsiJered  Congress  had  undoubted  power  to  es- 
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la*ish   a    banii;  and   he   wuuld  say.  too.  in  his 

jur^rment,  ihah  power  had   been  dl^creet!y  exer- 

ci*Hl  in  the  establishment  of  ihe  old  Bank  of  the 

»^Sied   Statev     He  said   he  had    listened    with 

l*h  atteoiiiin   and   instruction    to  the  remarks 

)ch  had  fallen  from  the  advocates  of  both  the 

sy,l^ems  whicl||  had  been   presented  in  the  discus- 

«(•;>>  and  he  did  not  think  either  of  ihem  free  of 

"*  '     ^'  '  "    "   that,  un- 

)roper  lo 
re  asreed 


ciinl 

uSi 

w9c 

«(•;>>  and  he  d|d  not  think  either  of  ihem 
olVctions;  yijt,  had  tie  been  persuaded,  tl 
dt^resent  ciicumslunces.  it  would  be  pr 
•^vbiish  any  l^ank,  he  might  perhaps  have 


to^e  of  th»'  jjrojecis  which  had  been  preseliied 
Hw  Joubled.  hjowever.  the  propriety  of  any  more 
buVs  in  the  present  alarming  state  of  our  coun- 
t?)J'-paper  maney  bad  depreciated,  and  suspicion 
i«i;5  so  much  ,afioat,  that  he  could  out  travel  the 
cr«JtUt  of  alm({st  any-  bank,  in  three  hours  ride, 
OBAiJy  post  read.  He  doubted  ihe  propriety  of 
atltng  to  thi!*  flood  (;)f  bank  paper,  and  feared  it 
Wijpjd  hasten  ijie  return  of  that  singular  spectacle. 
wA(.^-li  '-a  debt(»rwill  be  seen  persecuting  his credi- 
tci-7rtrith  unrelenting  punctuality,  and  paying  him 
wj-.iout  merci^."  He  could  not  but  doubt  the 
pt(Wiety  of  ipjcreasing  the  issue  of  paper  money 
a^|i>is  time. 

IJiSfUt,  Mr.  M.'  said,  his  objections  did  not  stop 
h^ii,;  he  had  iJndersjood,  throughout  the  whole 
diljli'-.  that  I  lies   banfe  was  part  of  a  system  of 
fin/tce;  he  -luubted  ihe  propriety  of  placing  re- 
li»^'e  on  a  b<ink,  for  bringing  any  considerable 
'■^JW"*  '"'"  '**  Treasury  ;  he  thought  the  proper 
oU^  of  a  ban|  was  to  facilitate  the  collection  of 
TR^iiue  creat(*J  in  some  other  way.     If,  as  had 
b«^f  avowed,  ijie  object  was  to  create  a  revenue 
by^teans  of  ihe  bank,  he  considered  it  competent 
fof^im   to   lo9k  beywnd  the  means,  and  inquire 
wi^f  was  the  object  <o  which  these  means  were 
ta  ^c  applied  ?    He  was  free  to  confess  his  opin- 
looA  had  undergone  a  complete  revolution  on  this 
sulijct.     At  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
h<s$9(4  felt  ne  flisposinon  lo  withhold  supplies  of 
nt^  i>r  money)  he  airived  at  this  conclusion,  in 
thA,5>flief  thalrthe  conquest  of  Canada  had  been 
aKsftluned.  anil   tiiat  our  resources  would  be  di- 
re^:i|d-to  the  d.*fence  of  the  country.     His  opin- 
iobiin   favor  cjf  granting  men  and  money,  had 
bet*f)riified  b^  the  despatches  from  our  Miois- 
te?%t  Ghent.  ^  Under  these  impressions,  he  had 
la|(-)jj;  visited  h;is  constituents,  (by  permission  of 
thf^lou.-'e.)  arid,  in   f>ee  conversation  with  his 
frietis.  had   to!d  ihena  he  should  vote,  not  only 
forjiie   bank,   but  a  full  system  of  finance;  and 
woif  jj  mureoveir  agree  to  the  most  efficient  Con 


termination  when  he  left  his  district,  aod  this  de- 
termination was  not  altered  till  he  read  Mr  Mon- 
roe's letter,  which  came  out  in  favor  of  conscrip- 
tion !     Mr.   M.  feared  that  letter  might  be  con- 
sidered   as  expresMng  the    sense  of  this  House 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Administration.     He  hoped 
he    might   be   mistaken  ;  but   when   he  read  the 
law  of  ihe  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  New  York 
and   understood    that  a   similar  law  was  in  pro- 
gress before  the  Virginia  Legislature;  when  he 
saw  before  him   the  bill   which   had  passed  the 
Senate,  and  the  one  which  had  been  laid  on  his 
table  trom  the  Military  Committee  of  this  House 
he  could   not   but  consider  them    all  as   giving 
•'dreadful  note  ol  preparation." 

Mr.  M.  considered   that  he  had  a  perfect  right 
to  discuss  ihe  question  of  conscription  on  the  pas- 
sage of  this    bill;   he  contended  that  on  any  bill 
which  seeks  to  raise  money,  it  was  a  legiiimate 
inquiry  to  ask   the  object  for  which  the  money 
was  warned,  and  if  it  was  for  an  improper  object, 
the  money  ought  not  to  be  granted.     But  he  did 
not  intend,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  this  question  of  conscription  ;  he  had  no  doubt 
some  occasion  wouldshorlly  present,  which  would 
bring  this  question  directly  before  the  House;  in 
that  case  he  might,  perhaps,  trouble  them  with  a 
few  remarks.     In   the   mean    time  he  could  not 
forbear  to  .«ay  that  he  had  not   been  able  to  dis- 
gui.se  from  himself,  and  he  had  no  wish  to  cod- 
oeal  from  others,  ihat  he  viewed  ihis  subject  with 
horror  and  alarm.     He  was  opposed   to  it  in  all 
its  aspects,  and  would  not  give  it  any  aid  directly 
or  indirectly. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  of  late  considered  this  baok 
as  part  of  a  system  to  raise  money  for  the  con- 
quest of  Canada,  by  means  of  a  military  conscrip- 
tion. He  considered  himself,  therefore,  bound  by 
every  motive  of  duty  and  of  patriotism  to  oppose 
II ;  and  he  would  oppose  it.  He  should  not  only 
vote  against  the  reconsideration  of  ihe  question, 
but,  once  for  all,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that,  until  the  que.stion  of  conscription  was  dis- 
posed of,  he  should  on  the  same  ground  vote 
against  any  bills  for  men  or  money  which  could 
by  any  possibility  be  used  for  that  object. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, anil  advocated  by  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York 
and  .Vlr.^FARROw  of  North  Carolina.  ' 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  withdrew  his  motion  for 
Ihe  present,  intimating  that  he  might  renew  it 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Caluoin  moved  to  print  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury's  letter  read  this  morning;  when 
an  adjournment  was  called  for  and  took  place 
just  before  sundowu. 


Tlesd.vy-.  November  29. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylvania, 
Samuel  He.nderson,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat,  in  the 
placed  Jonathan  Roberts, appointed  a  Senator. 

The  bill  iwm  the  Senate,  "supplementary  to 
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gallons,  discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain 
descriptions;"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole. 

A  messatre  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  rejection  of  the  joint  resolution  from 
this  House  for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  removing  the  sittings  of 
Congress  to  some  other  building. 

THE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
success  of  the  enemy,  in  his  invasion  into  this 
District  in  August  last,  delivered  in  a  report  of 
very  great  length,  together  with  a  voluminous 
mass  of  documents.  This  report  (principally  of  a 
narrative  character)  Mr.  J.  moved  to  be  printed, 
together  with  the  following  documents,  selected 
from  the  mass  laid  before  the  Committee,  as  tend- 
ing to  give  an  impartial  view  of  the  whole  trans- 
action : 

1.  A  report  of  the  Army,  its  number  and  distribu- 
tion, previou*  to  the  Ist  July,  1814. 

2.  Letter  of  Colonel  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of  State. 

3.  Letter  of  General  Armstrong,  late  Secretary  of 
War. 

■i.  Letter  from  the  Hon.  WiUiam  Jones,  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.         » 

5.  Letters  from  the  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Attorney 
General. 

6.  Communication  from  the  War  Department,  in- 
cluding the  orders  in  relation  to  the  10th  military  dis- 
trict, the  requisition  of  the  4th  July,  and  the  correspon- 
dence with  the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
and  Maryland,  and  with  General  Winder. 

7.  The  narrative  of  General  Winder. 

8.  Re{>orts  of  Generals  Stansbury,  Smith,  Young, 
Douglass,  and  Hungerford;  Colonels  Slerrett,  Minor, 
Tayloe,  Laval,  and  Beall ;  Major  Pinkney;  and  Cap- 
tains Burch  and  Caldwell. 

9.  Report  from  the  Navy  Department,  including  the 
ofHcial  report  of  Commodore  Barney. 

10.  Letters  from  General  Van  Ness,  Doctor  Catlett, 
and  John  Law. 

11.  Reports  from  the  Ordnance  department. 

12.  Sentence  of  the  court  martial  in  relation  to  Cap- 
tain Dyson,  and  the  correspondence  between  him  and 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

13.  Report  from  the  Corporation  of  Alexandria,  in- 
cluding the  capitulation,  and  letter  from  General  John 
Mason. 

14.  Report  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings. 

15.  Letter  from  William  Simmons. 

Mr.  GRoavENOR.  of  New  York,  observing  the 
great  volume  of  the  report  and  documents,  ob- 
jected to  the  printing  of  these  papers,  lest  the 
length  of  time  it  would  occupy  should  delay  a 
consideration  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  (a  member 
of  the  Comraiiiee  of  loveatigaiion.)  hoped  the 
papers  would  be  printed.  He  dissented  altoge- 
ther from  the  manner  in  which  that  report  had 
been  prepared,  though  he  was  willing  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  assiduity  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee in  maturing  the  report.     As  soon  as  the 


documents  should  be  properly  in  the  pos.sessioa 
of  the  Housf,  Mr.  W.  said  he  should  think*  it  his 
duty  to  make  some  motion  on  the  subject  The 
report  itself  had  indeed  been  a  product  of  great 
labor — it  was  a  sort  of  chronicle — but.  in  liis  view, 
it  answered  no  one  purpose  for  which  the  commit- 
tee who  made  it  had  been  appointed.  So  far  from 
clearing  up  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arras 
at  this  place,  he  thought  it  was  calculated  ( though 
not  intended)  to  cover  up  in  a  mass  of  prolixity 
and  detail  what  he  considered  a  most  disgraceful 
transaction. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  withdrew  his  opposition  to  the 
priming  of  these  papers. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  the  House  would  form  its 
judgment  of  the  manner  in  which  the  committee 
had  discharged  their  duty,  from  the  documents 
collected  by  it  and  presented  to  the  House,  and 
from  ihe  statements  of  facts,  and  tae  conclusions 
which  they  had  drawn  therefrom.  The  com- 
mittee had  deemed  it  their  duty — and  that  duty 
they  performed  without  favor  or  affection — to 
speak  freely  upon  all  suljects  arising  from  the 
transaction,  the  development  of  which  had  been 
committed  to  them  except  on  the  solitary  ques- 
tion of  military  conduct.  They  had  collected  all 
the  facts  that  had  come  to  their  knowledge  in  re- 
lation to  the  military  movements, aod  had  thought 
proper  to  leave  for  the  decision  of  those  equally 
qualified  with  themselves  to  judge  what  belter 
might  have  been  done.  If  the  committee  had 
erred  in  any  of  their  opinions,  those  opinions  were 
subject  to  the  will  of  the  House.  In  relation  to 
the  mere  military  quesiion,  whenever  the  proper 
opportunity  presented  itself,  he  was  not  disposed 
to  withhold  either  censure  or  praise,  when  it  should 
appear  lo  him  to  be  due.  He  would  venture  to 
say,  whatever  diflTerence  of  opinion  raiglii  arise 
on  those  points  on  which  the  committee  had  not 
expressed  an  opinion,  on  those  on  which  it  had 
expressed  an  opinion,  its  views  would  receive  the 
sanction,  not  only  of  the  House,  but  of  the  whole 
world.  In  relation  to  himself  Mr.  J.  smd,  he 
claimed  no  other  merit  than  having  toiled  with 
the  rest  of  the  committee  in  making  up  an  opin- 
ion on  the  subject,  &c. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  should  be  sorry  to  be 
supposed  to  have  found  fault  with  the  manner  of 
execution  of  the  principle  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee. He  complained  that  the  committee  had 
not  thought  proper  to  express  any  decided  opinion 
on  the  transactions  submitted  to  their  investiga- 
tion. Although  the  fact  was  announced  that  the 
enemy  had  landed  within  fifty  miles  of  this  place, 
and  that  twelve  hundred  men  of  their  army  had 
overthrown  all  the  force  collected  here  with  two 
months'  notice,  no  opinion  was  expressed  of  these 
circumslance.s.  Neither  would  it  be  seen  in  the 
report  that  the  burning  of  the  Navy  Yard  was 
justifiable,  or  whether  it  was  not  an  act  of  in- 
fatuation. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interrupted  Mr.  W..  and 
called  his  attention  to  the  question.] 

Mr.  W.  said  he  objected  to  the  report,  because 
it  expressed  no  opinion,  and  served  in  no  degree 
to  lead  the  public  sentiment  in  respect  to  this  dis- 
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|lg:snon  its  correclness.  &c.  He  heartily  con 
r?d  in  themotioa  for  printing  the  report. 
l^  Johnson  mored  to  refer  the  report  to  a 
rtmittee  oK  the  Whole,  and  make  it  the  order 
A.Jthe  third  Monday  in  December.  This  would 
fcjvC  the  rt'piort  open  to  discussion,  in  which. 
^<l|rir  when  itiwould.  he  proposed  to  be  in  the 
fj-^it  rank  ani)  not  jc  the  rear.  On  this,  as  on  all 
^\jfet  occasiOBs,  he  should  face  his  duty  as  be- 
etle 3  man. 

^  Jlr.  Yancev,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested  the 
gifppnety  of  the  report's  lying  on  the  table  until 
I*ft.%)ted.  When  the  House  should  be  in  full  pos- 
sv^iqn  of  its  contentjs,  they  would  be  able  to  act 
on>jt  more  iutelligenily,  dec  This  suggestion, 
hfjkever.  was  overruled,  and  the  reference  and 
p<a-ting      '     ' 
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t  was  therefore   that   he  proposed    to  I  retary  of  the  Treasury,  but  to  screenTm^^dT^ 
■^   correc  ness.  &c.     Hp   hpart    •/  «r.„.    fk- ^^ : .  • 'l    .      .    y"^<^a  "'"iseii,  and 


ive<l  to 

I 


of    the    refjori,   as   moved. 


were    both 


FISCAL  AFFAIRS. 

Jhe  House  .resum»»d  the  consideration  of  the 

upi,»flished  business  of  yesterday,  viz:  the  motion 

—    rint  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 

ryesterday  laid  before  the  House  by  the  bank 

fflriittee. 

iir.  Eppes.  of  Virginia,  said   he   thought   the 
^■course  to  pursue  in  relation  to  this  subject 
►  Id  be  to  reforamit  the  letter  to  thecommittee 
^lU  feported  )t,  or   to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
af|(^.Means.     Mr.  E.  said  he  understood  the  fact 
to.  5^.  that  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  public  to 


,1  ,     '      ,  --.■vvu     IIIIIISTTll      Nad 

the  committee  to  which   he  belonged,  from    cen- 
sure for  any  alleged  deficiency  in   the  provision 
for  thp  siipplies  /or  the  present  quarter.     Everv 
supply  asked  for  by  the  Treasury  had  been  .^ranted 
\   V,°"'^7"~^^'"S  merely  a  partial  loan'to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency  created  by  sending  a   part  of 
the  twenty-five  rnillion   loan   to  Europe  for  sale. 
Ihe  Idea  of  the  Secretary  was,  that,  with  the  aid 
of  a  National  Bank,  he  could  negotiate  the  bal- 
ance of  the  loan  within  the  present  quarter  so  as 
to  meet  the  demands  against  the  Treasury  within 
that  period.     No  blame,  therefore,  rested  on  the 
Coramit'ee  of  W^ays  and  Means   in   this  resp^-cf 
they    had    acquitted    themselves   of    their    duty' 
Ihere  was  another  reason  why  he  thought   the 
letter  ought  to  be  committed  as  he  proposed      If 
there  was  no  adequate  provision  for  the  demands 
ol  the  present   quarter  provision  ought  to   be  im- 
mediately  rnade  to   enable  our  citizens   havine 
unsati>hed  claims  on  the  Government  to  fund  the 
balances  due  to  them,  or  receive   interest  on  the 
amount  of  them.     For  another  reason,  he  tboueht 
the   letter  ought    to   be    referred.      The  circum- 
stances stated    by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
required  that  some  circulating  medium  should  be 
forthwith  established    to  prevent  embarrassment 
i^o  the  Government  from  the  recurrence  of  like 
diracultie.<. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  said  he  was  opposed 
10  the  propo.sed  reference  of  this  letter  to  the 
^  ommittee  of  Ways  and   Means,  because   there 


inj^:  any  payment  of  the   public   debt   had    not    wa    nninf.        r*^'  and   Means,  because   there 
arV%n  from  any  want  of  funds,  but  frorn  the  d.ffi      Th  .hJ         ""*  '"°  f°"'«'»^''  '«  '^  he  presumed, 
ig  those  funds.     H^  haVuo-  i  :^rtl':f'''L^^'\^'^'f  '"  ^osses^ion  of  the  House 
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f  transporting  those  funds.     He  had  un- 
)d.  for  ir^tance^  that  there  were  sufficient 
fup.  s  in  Baltimore  to  meet   the  payments  which 
It  -w^s  necessafy  to  make  at  Philadelphia.    It  was 
in,||.rt«nt  for  the-public  to  know  that  thedifficul- 
ti*»|jdverted  lo  by  the  Secretary,  in  his  letter  had 
^L^f  5.      ''0"il  causes  which   materially  affected 
tht'Jbil.ty  of   individuals  to  meet   their   enagge- 
mf^.<,  and    no*   from    want   of  foresight   in    the 
tirj^cul  depar;ment,  or  from  a  disregard  to  the 
in^Hability  of;'.he  public  engagements.    Another 
rel»,n    induc-cj  him   to   believe   that   this   letter 
0U|,^gt  to  be  r.frfrred   to   the  Committee  of  Ways 
anil-vleans.     .\\  the  commencement  of  the   «es- 
siofjthat  comnjittee  had  reported   their  opinion 
thi.^t  was  not  the  interest  of  the  United  Slates 
fujtr.r  to  rely  0n  loans;  they  had   therefore   re- 
poft^.l  to  the  Hr)use  a  t>lan  to  provide  for  the  ways 
an'lv^ieans  of    t^e  ensoing  year,  not  bottomed  on 
10JU4.     W  hie  ^heir  report  was  before  the  House, 
and  ^ot  acted  on,  the  ijew  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury^rnved,  and  took  his  station  at  the   head  of 
ih%t?fepartmeni.     The  committee.  coDceivin<r  ,t 
dUf  p  tiim  to  g(ve  him  an  opportunity  to  express 
hi^v',«ws  on  th^  subject,  had  called  on  him  to  do 
so.  .jn  this  leit,.r  to  them,  he  had  preferred  a  dif- 
fer*|J^systera  ta  that  tley  had    recommended  for 
thei^viief  of  the  immediate  exigencies  of  the  Gov- 
ern»|ieuT ;  and,  ihstead  of  providing  for  a  national 
='I5*^V".-  ^^'^*^^,  had  relied  on  the  aid   to  be 
affd^ded  by  a  National  Bank.     Mr.   E.  said   he 
ha(^^o  wish  whfjtever  lo  cast  censure  on  the  Sec- 

i^  1 


and  because  no  scheme  of  finance  was  suggested 
in  It  which  had  not  been  already  before  thafcom- 
mittee.  It  appeared  to  him  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  misapprehended  a  part  of  the  letter 
altogether,  when  he  considered  it  as  personally 
concerning  himself.  Mr  F.  said  he  could  not  see 
anything  in  the  letter  which  threw  a  censure  oa 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  on  any 
part  of  this  Hou.se.  He  saw  no  general  reason 
for  the  reference,  and  he  could  not  see  the  force 
of  the  particular  reason  which  the  gentleman  had 
assigned. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reference 
and  carried;  and  also  on  printing,  and  likewise 
carried.     [For  the  letter,  see  ante  page  651.J 

NATIONAL  BANK. 
Mr.  KiLBOURN,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  ever  con- 
sidered ,t  to  be  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
that  a  ^atlonal  Bank  should  be  established  for 
the  convenient  management  of  its  finances'  It 
was  with  satisfaction  he  found  that  to  be  the 
opinion  of  a  great  majority  of  the  House,  by  the 
vote  some  time  ago.  on  the  proposition  that 
It  was  expedient  to  eftablish  a  National  Bank. 
The  project  before  the  House  having  been  reject- 
ed, he  held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  embracinff  a 
sketch  of  a  plan  which  Jf  approved,  might  be  put 

p!nl  w'     ?^'  ""^  "]""•     ^^'-  K-  'hen  offered  his 
resolution  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  inBtructed  to  prepare,  in  due  form,  and  report  to  this 
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Tax  on  Distilled  Liquors,  ^c. 
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HooM,  a  bill  to  establUh  a  National  Bank,  of  whidi 

the  foilowinp  shall  be  the  principal,  or  prominent  foa- 
ture*.  vir:  It  shall  be  called  the  .National  Dank  of  the 
United  Sutea.  It  shall  be  aeated  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, but  mav  have  branches  throughout  the  Union. 
The  capiUl  slock  lh,creof  shall  be  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, divided  into  five  hundred  thousand  shares,  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each.  Thirty  millions  of  the  capital 
may  be  subacnbed  by  individuals,  companies,  and  cor- 
porations;  and  twenty  millions  thereof  shall  be  8ut>- 
acribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  behalf  of 
the  United  Sutes.  The  thirty  millions,  subscribed  by 
individuals,  companies,  and  corporations,  shall  be  paid 
at  proper  periods,  as  follows,  viz:  six  millions  in  spe- 
cie, eighteen  millions  in  stock  created  since  the  year 
1811,  and  six  millions  in  Treasury  notes  issued  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war ;  that  is  to  say,  on  each 
share  twenty  dollars  in  specie,  sixty  dollars  in  stock, 
and  twenty  dollars  in  Treasury  notes.  The  twenty 
millions  subscribed  for  the  United  States,  shall  be 
paid  in  Treasury  notes  hereafter  to  be  issued,  or  in 
•tock  of  the  United  States,  t<jbe  hereafter  created.  For 
the  management  of  the  bank,  there  shall  be  fifteen  di- 
rectors, nine  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  the  individual 
stockholders  ;  and  six  shall  l>e  nominated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  board  of  directors  shall 
appoint  the  president,  and  all  other  officers  and  aer- 
vanLa  of  the  principal  bank  and  of  the  branches.  The 
charter  to  continue  twenty  years,  and  no  other  bank 
charters  to  be  granted  by  Congress  during  that  time, 
except  to  the  banking  associations  now  formed  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Subscriptions  to  be  opened 
in  one  or  more  places  in  every  State  and  Territory,  and 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  care  of  proper 
•uperintendents.  The  bank  shall  go  into  operation,  so 
soon  as  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  [as 
intended  tu^ire  millions  of  dollars,]  in  due  proportion 
of  specie,  stock,  and  Treasury  notes,  is  paid  in  upon  the 
subscriptions.  The  bank  shall  be  authorized  to  receive, 
upon  all  loans  it  shall  make,  an  interest  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  no  more.  When  the 
Bubacnptions  ((hall  be  filled  to  the  amount  of  fifty  mil- 
lions, and  the  same  be  paid  in,  the  bank  may  be  required 
to  loan  to  the  Government  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  at  any  time  prior  to  the  completing  of  that 
amount  of  subscription,  it  may  be  required  to  loan  to 
Government,  in  that  proportion,  to  the  amount  actually 
subscribed  and  paid  in.  It  shall  be  the  right  and  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inspect  all  the 
books  of  the  bank,  and  Congress  may  appoint  commit- 
tees for  that  purpose.  And  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  empowered,  in  certain  cases,  and 
during  certain  limited  periods,  to  authorize  or  direct 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  at  the  bank,  or  to 
substitute  therefor  certain  Treasury  notes;  which  sus- 
pension, or  substitution,  with  the  causes  thereof,  he 
shall  make  public  by  proclamation  ;  and  the  game,  in 
like  manner,  to  recall  and  revoke,  when  the  cause  or 
causes  shall  cease  to  operate ;  or,  in  case  of  their  con- 
tinuance, to  lay  the  same  before  Congress  at  the  next 
se*sion  thereafter,  that  they  may  take  such  measures 
thereon  as  shall  appear  to  them  expedient. 

[Had  the  foregoing  been  received  and  adopted  by  the 
House,  Mr.  K.  intended  to  have  added  the  following 
proposition,  vu  :  Congress  shall  have  power,  when  they 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  extend  the  capital  of  the 
bank  to  $60,000,000,  by  authorizing  a  further  sub- 
•cnption,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of  $10,000,- 


000,  payable  in  ttx  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  Statea ; 
and,  in  such  case,  there  shall  be  appointed,  as  above, 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  three  additional  directors 
in  the  board.] 

This  motion  the  Speaker  pronounced  to  be  out 
of  order,  as.  in  substance  and  matter,  the  same  as 
that  already  rejected  by  the  House,  and  which, 
therefore,  could  not  now  be  resumed,  unless  by  a 
vote  of  reconsideration  to-day. 

Mr.  KiLBOUHN  remarked,  that  he  had  not  ua- 
der-itood  that  his  motion  would  be  considered  by 
the  Chair  out  of  order,  or  he  would  not  have  pro- 
posed it.  He  the  more  readily  withdrew  it.  be- 
cause he  understood  that  it  was  yet  intended  to 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  House  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

TAX  0.\  DISTILLED  LIQUORS,  &c 

The  bill  lo  provide  an  additional  revenue  for 
defraying  the  expen>es  of  the  Government,  and 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  by  laying  an 
additional  duty  on  spirits  distilled,  and  for  amend- 
ing the  act,  already  in  existence,  for  taxing  that 
article,  was  read  a  third  time.  [The  additional 
tax  is  fixed  at  twenty  cents  per  gallon  on  the 
quantity  di>tilled.] 

Mr.  Canno.n,  ol  Tennessee,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  theCotnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  C.  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  two  objections  to  the  bill 
in  its  present  shape,  which  I  think  probably  the 
House  will  remedy,  in  the  event  this  motion 
succeed.  In  the  first  place,  I  object  to  the  amount 
of  the  additional  duty  on  the  article  on  which 
we  are  about  to  increase  the  tax;  and  in  the 
second  place,  I  also  object  to  the  mode  in  which 
this  tax  is  about  to  be  laid.  The  double  mode 
of  laying  the  tax  now  about  to  be  adopted,  is 
somewhat  intricate  and  vexatious,  and  I  think 
would  be  calculated  lo  produce  much  difficulty 
to  the  persons  who  collect  the  revenue,  as  well 
as  all  those  who  may  be  engaged  in  making  spirits. 
Sir,  said  he,  by  continuing  the  tax  on  the  capacity 
of  the  stills,  you  subject  all  those  persons  engaged 
in  this  business,  to  all  the  trouble,  difficulty,  and 
inconvenience  of  goinji  to  the  collectors  from  the 
different  parts  of  the  collection  districts,  and  carry- 
ing with  them  their  securities,  and  giving  bonds 
to  the  collector  for  the  tax  on  the  capacity,  that 
you  otherwise  would  do,  were  the  whole  of  the 
tax  laid  in  that  way;  and  now,  in  addition  to  all 
this,  you  are  about  lo  subject  the  owner  of  every 
distillery,  who  may  think  proper  to  use  it  under 
this  law,  to  the  additional  trouble  and  incon- 
venience of  keeping  an  exact  account  of  every 
drop  of  spirits  made  in  his  distillery,  and  render 
the  same  to  the  collector  of  the  revenue  four  limes 
in  each  and  every  year ;  to  be  sworn  to.  either  by 
himself  or  by  the  person  or  persons  who  may  be 
employed  in  attending  his  distillery  ;  this  I  think, 
sir,  will  produce  much  embarrassment  and  diffi- 
culty. It  must  be  known  to  every  member  la 
tnis  House,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States— I  know  it  is  the  case  in  the  Western 
country— the  owners  of  distilleries  frequently  have 
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pther  person^  emploved  to  attend  them;  and 
^»imetimes  irj  the  course  of  two  or  three  months 
^H^y  have  tw*ortliree  different  persons  in  their  em- 
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amount  to  the  same,  as  respects  the  Government 
as  a  reduction  of  the   revenue  derived  from  this 

bfe.y.  whom  ^>;ywd  fin;ri;-d^;;u  zn^:z  r:::^  ho^v^'^j;  ':.TZr^^:c^''^^^ 

Ws.ble  to  collect  together,  and   have  present  i  distilling  of  spirits,  3^,0^3  . hoi  n  * 

jjttlH.  ..me,f  rendering   to  the  collector   their  ■  owning'disnirer.esVromusinremTor^anU 
USTerent  accounts  ol    the  amount  of  spirits  dis-    at  ihis  time  be  (he  interest  of  fhe  Gov'ernraen?  ,n 

^ilV'^h".'?        '""'  ^T''"^  °V  '°  '^'^  ^'"'^  •"     *'"P°^^  ^"'^^  '"^^  °"  'hem  as  will  in  a  ve^v  eel" 
y>i.h  ^ey  ;ire  required  to  make  said  returns.  ;  degree  dimini>h    the  quantity  ma.le   as   bv'^dmnj 

^VT^'\^^""^'':^  '""''"^  additional  trouble  ;  this,  the  very  object  of  the  law  w  fl  be  deVa  d^ 
?S  th  s  hm  '"i^"^'  ^'  r^""''"^  ""  '^'  ^°"^^'"^-  ■  •"^'^^'^  of  obtaining  a  larger  amount  of  revenue' 
i3  in  ,•!?".  ^'"^  '''  P'"'^"'  P'-ovisions,j  than  that  derived  heretofore.  I  fear  we  would  Ob' 
il  1'k  l^"'''  ''^''  '°  ^''^  ^°""^  ^'""^  °^  «  '^''^  '"^-  Sir.  I  cannot  see  for  myown  tart 
jjjarate  boo^.  contaming  the  amount  of  spirits  the  policy  of  laying  such  he^vv  ta™  s  on  ouf.n' 
nvde  by  each  perso,  engaged  in  distilling  spirits  i  fant  manifactur.s.  so  useful  in  our  co^^'rv  a'"; 
lUhts  district,  wuhin  the  certain  stated%eriod.  '  so  indispensable  to  increase  the  weal.ra7d^nros 
fl?tJ'  ^'^''^'"'  ^'  T''  certainly  first  I  perity  of  this  nation.  I  would  th.nk  it  Ich  be^^^^^^^ 

eTh  indiviZl 'k  f'™°K""'  °^  ^P'"'^    '""'^^   by     to  bear  as  lightly  on. hem  as  possible,  and  endea   0 
^^  nn,  nf    1^  '  ^^^^"7  ^^  '"''  P'^'^'^'y  •'"O^  'he  I  to  give  them  every  encouragement    n  our  power 
a  tfuunt  of  ajd.iional    revenue    to   demand   and         But,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  reluTn  more  ^mmediaTely 
^,  J  TSh  T,  f  "'^  ^T^^r  '"  ^'^  ^''''''''-     Thus,    to  the  subject  befor;  you,  I  contenS    thaT.he  tax 
di  '  hv   ,     ^V'  '^T^'f  ^'^'""  '''^'  ^  ^^°-''°'d  i  <=o»templa^ed  to  be  la! J  by  this  bi?!   is  unjist  an" 
d.ac.iliy,  t  oqble.  atrd  expense,  will    be   imposed    unequal.     A   distillery,  the  whole   eMabI  "hment 
bdth.s  mode  of  layi.g  the  tax.  both  on   the  col-  I  of  which  would  not  cost  more  perhapran  five 
ejtor    of  the^  revenue  as  well  as  tho^e  engaged     hundred  or  one  thousand  dollars   under  this  law 
o^d  stilling  -pints;   and   that,  too,  withou't  The  '  the  owner  for  using  the  same  one  year  woud  n' 
hTi't/"'^'.''  ^^fi^^i'her  to  individuals  or     bably  have  to  pay  "a  tax  of  seven  hundTed  or  one 
f.iS^  an  ll?''"  '^°;^  'i''^^"^^^  ^  ^°"''^  have  pre-  '  thousand  dolU;,,  being  as  much,  or  perl  aps  more 
thjIilN    o7.r.'^  the  tax  on  the  capacit?  of  t  than   the  property   th^us   used    would    be^worth 
thl,^o     ;        I      ^*'"   extent,  because  1  think  it     Ifyou    pass   the  bill   in   its    present   shape  Thai 
fctoh.HV'^rr'  «' 'he  same  time  I  think     would    be  the  situation  of  the  poor  man'^oWTrnJ 
laro,7hl       '^         '^^°''[*!?°"'h^?«''°''-'hanto     a   small   distillery   of  this  description    wulbu^ 
aj.p.  the  m»afure  now  before  us.     Either  mode  1  I'tile    prc-perty    of  any   other   desc  ipi'ioT  when 
S'ibU  m^n      V?'  ^  '^'"'^  &^  P^^'"^^^hle  to  this  i  compared  with  that  of  a  wealthy  cfzinownrng 
h2  e^uZJ  Jf  ?'"°"-    -^"'l"  '^  '^'  "^'^'^  ^  '  vast  property  of  a  different  descnp  ton?     Wh/ 
be-  er  thfn    f  2         '"'=^^*^"'f  'he  tax.  1  think  far  |  s'r,  the  poor  man  thus  owning  a  di  t.llery  whose 
w^    only  I    rt"hr^CbTe''r:,^^         House;!  whole  property  .ncluding  the' same  no.  Lount 
c»     ter   it  w  ,  M        A  ^"^  .difficulty  to  en-  ;  '"g    «  more  than  seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars 

re!    of  riv^r:!     ^'"^'"''  ^''''''^^  '^'  ^»'°^^"^-  I  T"  *^  ^V'  '"^  ^'^  '«  '^'   Government  for  ustng 

i^k'  k  III'  .  i  t*"   distillery  one  year,  an   amount  eniial    m   iHp 

,rm^^^7^^^'"'''"^'°^^°'"V'^g•"i^•^hois     value  of  his  whole  property    X^^^^ 
tn..    .11,  by  thl  firmer  a.t'o?r"  "''  "P^^''^^  of  |  property  of  perhaps  ten  time,  hi.  amiu'nt,  with- 
aV^irin\evPrfulThlh  K     '^^  P''^'^"^^^  i  T  P^^'"^   '"''^  "   '""^^h   to  the  support  of  the 

gfi  rbecaTe  the  6  hP      '"^''^  "'^^  '^°"^^"'  '°  '  Government.     A  law  of  this   kind.  1    think,  will 
fhltaAn  tho  W.  lo  "'°'^'  proposed,  to  lay  \  certainly  have  an   unjust  as  well   as  an   unequal 

i.Sv  Jr.fi  i'  '''''  '""'^  uncertain.     This    operation.     I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  mem 
fn<^«    L  ,;i'  ,^'  '  'T^  ^^5"'"^'^'  i"  favor  of    ber  in  this  House  in  the  adoption  of  such  me^. 

Tute  ff  V    1  Tr  °"  '\  "P'^'^y  °^  '^'  ^""^'  I  ^"'^^  *^  '''"  ^^"PP°^'  'he  Governmen    and  revive 
un  ^m.r.l  "'"^^^e, 'he/ax  in  that  way  to  a     'he  public  credit,  but  at  .he  same  time  I  think  we 

ipinllLn     i    ,3"''*','P^'^-     ^"'i  s'"-'  as   it  is    our  revenue  in  such  way  as  w,ll.  as  near  as  oos- 
^niplated   |o  be  laid  by  this  bill,  you  cannot  |  sible,  have  an  equal  beanng  on  aU  .he^^oXof 

t:    e   IZ  7oTZ  ""'   ''^  '^r^'  ^^°-     ""  ^""^'^  ^'^'^'  '''  '^  -"  -  each  inrvlal 
^nlr   .  m^3i      ^A     ""  ascertain  the  amount  I  more   in    proportion    to  his  wealth,  and    conse- 
nnCr    K     "'"^1^.'^"'^  ;*'"^°^d    '0  the  collectors  {quently  his  ability  to  pay.     I  am  confident  ^f?hls 
to  tl     Sf  Phri'''"'f '^u'"^'    A"'^  inadditioD     bill    passes  wuhoLt  aU.t.on.Tt  w"ll   de lea     the 
thi  imn nn,  »,it''"''k  '^  '^"  '"  ''  '''"^a'^^'d  '«  '  "^J*"'^'  ^^  have  in  view-it  will   pu    down  rianv 
hl^iJS^^  1^ /"  '*"'  "^f"''^^  ^contemplated  by:  of  the  distilleries  in  every  part  of, he  country  and 

thf4b51  now  ujider  consideration,  It  will  have  i  I  mstead  of  increasing,  may  perhaps TssJ;  .he' 
te.^^cy.  in  a  ireat  degree,  to  depress  the  business  revenue.  S.r,  ,t  i,  vly  far'^i  t'^o  Jmy  obiecl 
StJ  i  ^Th°T  '  'Tl'  'h^°"?hour  .he  United  to  throw  obstacles  ,n  the  way  of  anVi^easu^esca 
l'!*rt  ^  ^""  ""^  '}"'  ^^"•^'•^  consequently  culated  to  get  the  Government  ou^  Ths Te^nt 
mf.i?.'the  ?; 'Li""''^''^ '  r'^  ^"'^'^  increased  difficulties,  nor  would  I  hTv^  made  |  s^^ouon 
pqjc^i  the  largJequant.tiesthat  must  be  purchased  to  recommit  the  fc.ll  for  the  purpose  of  ch^^nS 
bri^e  Governojeut  fo,  the  use  of  the  Army,  w.JI  I  it.  and  reducing  the  tax.  had  roieved  .t  was    Sf 
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intention  of  the  House  to  raise  the  taxes  on  any 
other  property,  or  articlesof  any  description,  equal 
to  the  tax  contemplated  by  this  bill.  But.  believ- 
ing no  article  or  other  properly  will  be  taxed 
equal  to  it,  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  as  it  now 
stands.  1  believe  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  those 
grand  principles  of  justice  and  equality  that  should 
at  all  times  distinsfuish  the  conduct  of  this  Leg- 
islative body.  Were  I  to  give  this  measure  my 
support,  I  should  believe  I  was  supporting  a  mea- 
aure,  the  operation  of  which  would  be  unjust 
and  unequal  in  its  operation,  not  only  as  it  re- 
spects the  different  States  in  the  Union,  but  also 
between  individuals  who  are  citizens  of  the  same 
State.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  .Maryland 
(Mr.  McKi.m)  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Farrow.)  are  both  opposed 
to  the  recommitment  of  this  bill,  because  they 
think  the  House  has  previously  settled  the  ques- 
tion, as  to  the  amount  of  the  tax.  But,  sir,  it  must 
be  recollected,  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
we  did  determine  to  reduce  the  additional  tax  to 
fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  which  was  afterwards 
disagreed  to  in  the  House  ;  therefore  I  cannot  but 
hope  the  motion  I  have  submitted  to  the  House 
for  recommitting  the  bill  for  the  objects  I  have 
stated  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  motion. 
This  tax,  he  contended,  would,  in  the  result,  ex- 
hibit as  great  a  product  from  the  Eastern  as  West- 
ern States,  &c. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Humphrey.s,  of  Tennessee,  in  an  argu- 
ment of  some  length,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  demonstrate  the  unequal  operation  of  this  tax 
as  affecting  relatively  the  Eastern  or  Western 
Slates. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said,  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
not  be  recommitted.  If  there  were  no  better  rea- 
sons to  be  offered  for  such  a  motion,  than  those 
which  have  transpired  from  the  gentleman  just 
sat  down,  the  recommitment  would,  in  his  opin- 
ion, be  worse  than  useless.  The  gentleman,  Mr. 
G.  said,  moaned  most  piteously  about  the  unequal 
pressure  of  the  bill ;  it  pressed  the  Western  States 
to  the  earth,  while  the  East  and  the  North  escape 
the  pressure.  How  is  this  made  out?  Why, 
says  the  gentleman,  the  Stale  of  Connecticut  has 
much  more  property  than  that  of  Tennessee  ;  yet 
the  land  tax  of  the  first  is  about  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  thousand  dollars,  while  that  of  the  latter 
i>  one  hundred  and  ten  ihousand.  Why,  said  Mr. 
G.,  has  the  gentleman  forgotten  that  blessed  prin- 
ciple in  our  Constitution  which  gives  a  represen- 
tation of  his  slaves  7  And  does  he  not  know  that 
the  consequence  was.  ihat  representation  and  di- 
rect taxation  should  jump  together.  Tennessee, 
with  nearly  fifty  ihousand  less  of  free  population^ 
yet  has  a  number  of  representatives  equal  to  Con- 
necticut. Hence  it  is.  that  the  direct  tax  in  the 
two  Stattsmust  be  equal.  The  gentleman  must 
thank  ihe  Southern  patriots  for  this,  and,  if  he 
dislikes  if.  juin  to  amend  the  Cunsiiiuiioo.  But 
look  at  ihe  indirect  laxes;  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary,  Connecticut  has  paid,  of  internal  du- 
ties, more  than  fifty-eight  thousand  dollars,  while 


in  the  same  period,  Tennessee  has  paid  only  eight- 
een thousand  dollars.  Thus,  sir,  it  is  apparent, 
ihe  complaints  of  the  West  are  wholly  unfound- 
ed. The  indirect  taxes  press  harder  upon  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  Stales,  than  upon  the 
West.  The  gentleman  has  a-ked.  if  he  should 
vote  for  this  bill,  what  he  should  say  to  his  con- 
stituents, when  he  should  return  home?  I  will 
relieve  the  gentleman  from  hi^  difficulty  ;  he  may 
tell  ihem.  that  ihree  years  ago  this  nation  was 
basking  in  peace.  All  the  revenues  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government  were  derived  from  com- 
merce, and  the  country  prospered  while  you  were 
free  from  burdens.  You  became  loud  for  war; 
you  forced  all  your  representatives  on  this  floor 
to  vote  for  war.  Commerce  was  of  course  de- 
stroyed, and  all  our  revenue  vanished.  To  sup- 
port this  war.  which  was  in  part  compelled  by 
you,  this  bill  is  now  indispensable  ;  you  must  be 
content  with  deep  taxation;  you  must  •'  pay  for 
the  whistle  which  you  have  purchased."  This 
may  be  the  conclusive  answer,  said  Mr.  G..  to  any 
reproach  which  the  gentleman  may  receive  from 
his  constituents. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the 
recommitment.  In  the  dispute  between  the  East- 
ern and  Western  States,  the  intermediate  ground 
was  entirely  overlooked;  though  he  contended 
Pennsylvania  would  pay  as  large  a  proportion  of 
the  lax  as  any  other  Slate ;  and  therefore  he  should 
vote  lor  it,  because  he  was  desirous  that  State 
should,  in  the  pre.sent  crisis,  contribute  its  full 
proportion.  Among  other  things,  spt-akmg  in 
support  of  the  tax,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  could  not  see 
why,  whenever  this  whiskey  tax  came  up.  so  many 
wry  faces  should  be  made  upon  a  ;  and  the  amount 
of  the  tax  could  not  be  con*idered  very  oppressive, 
when,  even  after  the  tax  was  laid,  a  man  might 
make  himself  dead  drunk  for  sixpence. 

.Mr.  Humphreys,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosvenor. 
who  remarked,  that  even  if  the  tax  did  operate 
oppressively,  the  people  of  Uie  West  ought  to 
bear  it  patiently,  because  made  necessary  by  the 
war  for  which  ihey  had  been  so  anxious — re- 
marked, with  much  point,  on  the  weakness  of 
this  argument.  The  people  of  Tennessee,  he  said, 
had  advocated  the  war  from  their  zeal  in  behalf 
of  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  couniry.  which 
they  believed  to  demand  it ;  and  it  would  be  hard 
indeed,  if  they  were  to  be  taxed  higher  than  other 
sections  of  the  Union,  because  more  devoted  to 
their  country's  rights. 

Mr.  KiLBODRN,  of  Ohio,  also  advocated  the  re- 
commitment of  the  bill,  for  the  general  reasons 
assigned  by  other  genilemen.  The  lax  already 
in  existence,  he  said,  had  suppressed  or  stopped 
perhaps  one-half  of  the  distilleries  in  his  district, 
and  ihe  increase  tiov/  proposed  of  four  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  present  duty  would,  he  conceived, 
rather  reduce  than  increase  the  revenue,  as  he 
endeavored  to  demonstrate  by  a  number  of  argu- 
ments. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  asked  for 
information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  what 
proportion  of  the  direct  tax  within  that  State  was 
paid  by  non-residents? 
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^\Jr.  KiLBquRN  a(.5fnilled,  that  more  than  one- I  Telfair,  Tborap»on,  Troup,  Udree,  Vom,  Ward  of  New 
K^ilf  of  the  bst  iJifi?ct  tax  io  Ohio,  had.  in  eflVct  Jeraey,  Welwier,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  WiMiams, 
en  paid  by  non-ff'sideDts.  though  but  a  small  ^[i'^on  oi  MausachuaelU,  Wilaoa  of  Pennajrlrania,  and 
x'l   more;  twjt   tbiit  four-fifihs  of  the  soil   was     Winter. 

I*ried  by  nan-residrnts  ;  which  disproportion  m  I      Tlie  question  then   recurred  on    the  passage  of 
le  amount  ^/'  tax   paid    by  the   residents   to  the  i  the  bill,  and  was  decided  by  the  following  vote  • 
\Qi-i  ownediby  them,  he  might  have  mentioned  1       Ysia— Meaars.  Anderaon.   Arerv.    Barbour     Bard 
h*n  up  before,  had   he  been  so  disposed,  as  one     Barnctt,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bine8,Bowen.  Brldbury' 
'  t-he  hardships  under  which  the  State  labored.     Bradley,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clopion 
J.yt.  McKlJi   spoke  against  the  recommitment     Comatock,  Condict.  Conard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Crouch* 
cf  tfte  bill,  and  in   rt'ply  to   the  arguments  of  in-     Culhbert,  Dana,  Davenport.  Davia  of  Maiwachuaeiu' 
eMu.-ility  and  kjppresuveness  in  Ms  operation,  both  i  IJavia    of   Pennaylvania,    Denoyellea,    Earle,    Eppes', 
{Aiirh  he  der^ied.     The  consumer  paying  the  tax,     Evana,  Findley,  Fiek  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  .\ew  York' 
IfJ^pendent  ()f  the  '^eneml  view  of  the  taxes,  he  ;  ^'«>"yth,  Gaston,  Gholson.  Goodwyn,  Courdin,  Griffin] 
^•lifrved  thf  /Vtlantij:   States  would    pay  as  large     <J'"o«venor,  Hale,   Hall.  Hanson,   Haabrouck.  Hawea] 
*#K|rtion  of  this  panicular  tax  as  the  VVesiern.      I  Henderson,  Hopkina  of  Kentucky,  Hulbert,  Ingeraoll, 
;  iVjr.    P'arrow,  of  South   Carolina,  opposed   re-  ,  ^"8^>»™'  Jiving,  Irwin.  Johnaon  of  Virginia.  Johnson 
flijmitment/on  theground  that  thequeslion  had     «  ^^^^^^^l'  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
A|e,Hdy  been   amply  discussed,  and  seriously  set-     ,'^"yj'^";!-  Kershaw,  Kilbourn.   King  of  North  Caro- 
ll^.as  to  the;araou.it  of  the  tax  ;  though,  he  in-  '  L'",!'  h^^'h^'Z''''  ^?'''''  ^'"^"•^"-  ^'»co".  Mar- 
ty^ted,  he  should   be  opposed  to  the  passage  of    ^^^l^^J"^-^"^' ^'^'J^\,^^^^ 

ilSl.ll  unless  a  provision  should  be  introduced  ?,  '  rri.  7h  R  V'^^  i?''"'^^'  ^"i^  '^"^'"'"•' 
IrJfv;  n    allf.«..,»„    ,     i,„-k     I  '^  '"""""'-^"  ,  rieasanta,  John    Reed.  Wilham    Heed,   Rhea  of  Ten- 

llir  n  i  V  .  f  V  d  awback  on  exportation,  in  „e„ee.  Rich.  Roane.  Robertson.  Ruggle..  8age. Schure- 
ll! U  on  .  i  ^''^•'*^'""  '^^  '^^  Constitutional  a,>n,  Seybert.  Sh.pherd,  Skinner,  «mih  of  Pe„„,y|- 
^^^  s.on  a.5*in»t  a  ,ax  on  exports.  ,.„.«,    Stockton.   Tannehill.    Taylor.   Telfair,  S 

\Mt.  C AN. -vav  again  spoke  in  support  of  his  mo-  Udree,  Voae,  Ward  of  New  Jersey.  Webater,  White 
It^^u.  He  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  WUcoi.  Williams,  Wilson  of  MaaaachusetU,  W.Uon 
ii.,\vi  stood;  i|  he  dtd,  he  should  believe  lie  was  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Vancey— 107. 
tijll^ig  for  a  jneasure  whose  operation  would  be  '  Nixa— Meaars.  Alexander.  Alston,  Bayliea  of  Ma». 
*i|jtist  and  uijequal— not  only  as  to  the  different  aachusetu,  Bigelow,  Boyd.  Brigham,  Burwell,  Cald- 
^ates  of  theiUnion,,  but  as  to  the  citizens  of  the  *•*"•  Cannon,  Champion,  Clark,  Crcighton,  Culpeper, 
bjfine  State,  i  As  the  House  had  already  once  ^^**^*' l^"^*"' Ely.  Farrow, Forney,  Franklin,  Geddea', 
r«ged    its   yote   oji    this   subject,    he    hoped    it  '  Harris,   Humphreys,   Hungerford,   Jackson  of  Rhode 

^f'*nJ.  Kerr,  King  of  Maasachuaetta,  haw,  Lyie,  Mc- 
Kee,   .McLean.   Moaeley,   Pearson,    Pickering,    Piper, 


Igiit  io  this!  instance  yield  to  his  wishes  for  a 
Vomraitmtirjt.  • 

'he  quest! jio  on    ii   recommitment  of  the   bill 

|s,then  decided  in. the  negative — lor  recoinmit- 

\iA  44,  against  it  )>ll.as  follows: 

TiAs— Mesilrs.  .\lej;ander,  .Alston,  Bowen,  Burwcll, 

C|l<Hirell,  Canfion,  Clark,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cul- 

ff^Kjr.  Dana,   Uavia  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,   Duvall, 


Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Sturgea,  and  Thompson — 12. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  House  then  re- 
solved it.self  into  a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole,  on 


r.auiley,  Forniv.  Franklin,  Hams,  Hopkins  of  Ken-     ''*^  '"^"  other  tax   bills.      The   bill   fir.st   taken  up 

tMky.Humph*eys,  Hungerford,  Irwin,  Kerr,  Kilbourn,  '  **"'  '''»'  for  imposing  additional  taxes  on  pleasure 
|.il«l  Macon,  WcCoy,  .McKee.  McLean,  .Montgomery,  '  carnages  and  the  harness  thereof, 
ilir^ree,    Orm,by,   Pearson,    Pickens,   Piper,  Ret  of  |       The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  EppS8 
I'rjriijsylyania,  Khea of  i'enneawe.  Sevier,  Sharp. Smith  , 'Stated    io    a    very  lucid  manner,    the' ground.s  on 
ef^irguiia^tuntord,  .Stuart.  Tannehill,  and  Vancey.        which  the  committee  had   framed    the  provisions 

ttlilf  H    r""/u"''"T'  ^""l'  ^"^""'■-  B"d.    of  this  bill  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  presented 
B^ifett,  Baylws  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  I  to  I  he  House.  ^ 

^^±'''n^!l'''*\  ^^y,'^  B/'^^lbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,         This    bill     having    been    discussed    tod    gone 


rough,  the  other  bill,  for  imposing  a  variety  of 
rni.sceilaneous  taxes,  was  also  taken  up  and  gone 
through, and  both  bills  ^frvti  reported  to  the  House. 


*i)wn,  Calhoun,  Cha,TQpion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clop- 
tt)|,\':om8tock,"Condic;,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crouch, 
C|tl:J)ert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Massachusetts,  Denoy- 
e!*»;  Earle.  Kly.  Eppfls,  Evans.  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
min*,   Fiak  of  New   Vork,   Forsyth,  Ga«ton,  Geddea, 

Oliohwn.Goodwyn,  Gourdin.Gritrin.Grosvenor,  Hale,  \\r^^  «,  ,       „ 

H^h  Hanaor..  Hasbroyck,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hul-  ,  ^^  EDNesdav,  November  30. 

b^..  Ingerao.l.  Ingham,  Irving.  Jackson  of  Rhode  Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
l8|>n<l,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  i  ^ATHANlEL  Howell,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
Ki  iitedy.  Keiuof  New.  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Ke'r-  :  The  Huuse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ah,  ^  Kmgot  Ma-ssachHiaetta,  King  of  North  Carolina,  |  repurt  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  two 
t-  'Jl^ip"'*  ^««''«'J'Ovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Mc-  ,  'ax  bills,  and  the  amendments  made  thereto  were 
,  •  V  w  P  f '^'  '^^^^'fy-  J.^'*°">  -Newton,  Oak-  taken  up  and  considered.  And  the  bills  having 
k'       uTr"    \'T^u.^u'^^^  '""^'*>"  d'^cussed   and   amended    were  or? 

d;  ite";r8e%^.^X^^^^  '^ThV^e^o^^^^rct m'l^t';^  ?/"^ 

^'c^nsylvania,  Stockton,  SturgJ,  Tag^t.  Taylor,  |  ReTSfuE/cil^mt.rfivo:  l\  ^^  '^t 

«       . 

^  i  ] 
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Petition  of  John  Applet  on. 


H.  orR 


Dold,  p«s8ed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

and  was  concur^d  in  by  the  House,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
directed  to  brin^;  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill  extending  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
settlers  in  the  lllinoin  Territory,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  underwent  con- 
siderable discussion.  When  the  bill  was  repo'ied 
to  the  House,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
authorizing  a  draught  of  80.000  militia  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontier,  and  on  the  bill  for  filling 
the  Regular  Army  by  a  cUssification  of  the  free 
male  population.  The  bilh  were  no  more  than 
read  through,  when  (the  House  being  thin)  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  adjourned. 


Thursday.  December  1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  Establishment  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the 
jui'ges  of  the  circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States 
to  call  special  court?,  for  the  trials  of  appeals  from 
the  decisions  of  the  district  courts  in  admiralty, 
and  especially  in  pr'ze  ca^es. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Robertson,  and  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  rules  of  this  House 
which  ia  supposed  to  prevent  the  re-examination  of  a 
subject  which  has  been  decided  on,  be  suspended,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  establishment  ot  a  National  Bank. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  transmitting  his 
report,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  ol  the 
Hou-e  of  the  3d  Marcii.  1813,  upon  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  several  navy  yards  belonginof  to 
the  Untied  States  ;  whicli  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PREaiDENT    OK    THE   UmTED  StaTES  : 
To  the  Sfnate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States.- 
I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the  com- 
munications last  received  from  the  Ministers  Extraor- 
dinary and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sutea  at 
Ghent,  explaining  the  course  and  actual  state  of  their 
negotiations  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain. 

JA.MES  M.\DIS0N. 

DiCEMBEB    1,    1814. 

The  said  Message  and  communications  were 

read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

Relations ;  and  5,000  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 

printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 

PETITION  OF  JOHN  APPLETON. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Appleton  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Trkasurt  Department,  Nov.  28,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Reprcaentalivea  of  the  28th  day  of  October  last. 


I  hRve  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  air,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  L.  Chetes,  Speaker,  H.  of  R. 


Treasirt  Dbpartmekt,  Nov.  28,  1814. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
ativea.dated  the  28th  October.  1814,  referring  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Appleton  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Secretary  reapectfully  rcporta  : 

That  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties  fixes  the 
compensation  of  the  principal  assessor  by  the  number 
of  days  employed  in  hearing  appeals  and  making  out 
lists,  allowing,  in  that  respect,  two  dollars  each  day ; 
and  by  the  number  of  taxable  persons  contained  in  the 
tax  lists  as  delivered  by  the  principal  assessors  to  the 
collectors,  allowing,  in  that  respect,  four  dollars  for 
every  hundred  taxable  persons.  But,  the  act  requires 
the  principal  assessors  to  perform  various  other  impor- 
tant aervices,  in  the  division  of  assessment  districts,  in 
the  appointment  and  direction  of  assistant  assessors, 
in  the  preparation  or  holding  appeals,  and,  generally, 
in  carrying  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  into  effect,  without  providing  any  compensa- 
tion for  those  services  independent  of  the  general  pro- 
vision, which  has  been  stated,  and  which,  it  u  seen, 
graduates  the  compensation,  by  reference  only  to  ser- 
vices performed  in  the  latter  stages  of  official  duty. 

That,  on  the  27th  November,  1813,  the  petitioner, 
John  Appleton,  was  duly  appointed  by  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  be 
principal  assessor  for  the  tenth  Massachusetts  district ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  (as  it  is  understood  and  be- 
lieved at  this  Department)  entered  upon  his  official 
duties,  and  performed  all  the  services  required  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  until  the  Senate  rejected  his  nomina- 
tion, at  their  next  session,  and  until  the  rejection  was 
made  known  to  him,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of 
Samuel  Hoar  to  be  his  successor,  by  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  26lh  March,  1814. 
That,  at  this  period,  however,  the  valuation  and  assess- 
ment of  the  direct  tax  had  not  been  matured  ;  no  ap- 
peals had  been  heard,  and  no  lists  of  taxable  persons 
had  been  delivered  to  the  collector ;  but  the  petitioner 
promptly  and  fairly  delivered  his  official  books  and 
papers  to  his  successor,  reserving  his  right  of  compen- 
sation for  the  subsequent  consideration  of  the  proper 
department. 

That  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  some  compensation 
for  services  rendered  during  a  period  of  four  months 
cannot  be  denied,  consistently  with  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice ;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  the  compensation  pre- 
scribed by  law  could  not  be  exceeded  ;  that  the  whole 
was  payable  to  the  principal  assessor  in  office,  at  the 
time  of  holding  the  appeals  and  delivering  the  tax  lists 
to  the  collector  ;  and  that  any  apportionment  of  the 
compensation  was  a  matter  of  private  arrangement  and 
agreement  between  the  new  and  the  old  officer.  The 
latter,  however,  has  claimed  the  whole  amount,  upon 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  ;  and  his  account  has 
been  staled  and  settled,  accordingly,  bv  the  Auditor 
and  Comptroller;  but  the  warrant  for  payment  has  not 
yet  been  issued. 

That,  under  these  circumstances,  the  order  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  review  the  subject ;  and, 
with  every  proper  deference  ioi  the  judgment  of  his 
predecessor,  be  has  been  led  to  a  result  differing,  in 
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•omf  pieuure,  f^m  the  opinion  exprcMed  by  that 

reap*'   ;able  genllernan. 

HiAconsidcrs  ihe  desigriation  of  a  principal  aisessor 
as  i^fft  designatDri  of  an  officer,  and  not  of  a  person  ; 
and  I'at  the  while  compensation  is  given  for  the  per- 
form ^ct  o'^  the  whole  of  the  duty  of  the  office.  Whe- 
ther ft  change  of  (he  officer  is  produced  by  death,  res- 
)r(,  or  removal,  the  office  itself  and  the  duties  of 
lice  equally  remain  entire  and  unchanged. 
Iccinsiders  tb«  op(>osite  cont^truction  of  the  words 
act  as  hosiile  to  itj  spirit,  leading  to  a  contin- 
(harge  upor^  the  public,  which  the  Legislature 
U  a^  contemplate,  or  to  the  oppression  of  an  individ- 
ual, slbich  justireiwill  not  permit. 

Hu'ciiisiders  t|»e  apportionment  of  the  compensa- 
tion, jn  this  ca<ei  between  the  first  and  the  second 
prinA»l  assessori^,  to  be  regularly  within  the  province 
of  t"  -  _ 

the 
prefd 


I 


hi|  accounting  officer^  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  that 
tutorials  for  fnaking  it  (if  the  parties  should  not 
kan  amicable  adjut^tment)  may  readily  be  obtained. 
]U  which  is  fespeclfuUy  submitted. 

.\.  J.  D.\LLA8. 
TAX  BILLS, 
engrossed-  bill  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nuesjlor  defraying;  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  jftiaiataioina^  the  public  credit,  by  duties  on 
saleAt  auction  ;  on  the  postage  of  letters;  on 
liceiwes  to  ret^il'wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  for- 
eign jnerchamji^e  ;  on  carriages  for  the  convey- 
anc»#)f  persons,  jaiid  on  plated  harness  ;  was  read 
the  iiird  time.  ;  And,  on  the  question  that  the 
sam^do  pass,  it|pa-sed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
114.  ^ays  35,  as  lollows  : 

Yi»« — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, >>trbour,  Bur*!,  Baylj  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brad* y,  Brown,  Burwell^  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Caivti^n,  Chappclj,  Claris,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  JJcinard,  Cojje.  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert, 
Dari»C  l^avis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Du- 
vail,  l^arlc,  Epp»'i«,  Evans.  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Forn^,^  Forsyth,  iFranklui.  Gaston,  Ueddes,  Gholson, 
Glas^pw,  Goodwyp,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall, 
Hari^,  JHa8brouc|i,  Hawes.  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Howi^l'Hubbard,;Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoli, 
Ingli|i)Ti-,  Irving,  Ijwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  KjlJiuicky,  Kervnrdy,  Kent  of  New  York.  Kent  of 
Maryjaijd,  Kerr.  Kershaw,  Kilbourn.  Leffi-rts,  Lowndes, 
LylejivTacon,  .McCVy,  McKee,  McKiin.  McLean.  .Mont- 
gomt^,,  Moore,  ]^lur(rce,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Orm^y^  Parker,  ^Pearson,  Piper,  PlcasanU,  Rsa  of 
Penri^rvania,  RhAa  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertsof^  Sage,  SeyUert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Skinner,  Smith 
of  Nf'*»  York,  Sn»ith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia^ Stanford,  Scockton.  Stuart,  Tannchill,  Taylor, 
Telf^,  Troup,  Utirce,  Wnrd  of  .\«w  Jersey,  Williams, 
Wilsyii  jf  Penn-ylvania,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

^4*^8 — .Messrs.  .Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyu.  Bradbury^  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Daven- 
port, ;j)avi8  of  Mai*sarhusftU,  Ely,  Hale,  Henderson, 
HulbJrt,  Jacksot.  "f  Rhodr  Island,  King  of  .Massachu- 
s€tU,lLaw,  Lewiit  Loveti,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley, 
Pick^^ing,  Pitkin,;  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Shipiirl,  Sturgfst,  Taggijrt,  Thompson,  Vosc,  Ward 
of  .Ma^achusetU)  Webster,  Wheaton,  and  Wilcox. 

O^tflrreti.  Th^  the  tiile  be,  "An  act  to  provide 

addi|fijnal  revetn^es  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 

Gov.^nment  aiid   maintaining  the  public  credit. 

by  d||ies  on  sal4s  at  auction  ;  on  the  postage  of 

«f  ' 

r     ; 


letters ;  on   licenses  to   retail  wines,   spirituous 

liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise.* 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  duties  on 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  the 
harness  used  therefor,  was  read  the  third  time  ; 
and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  120,  nays  34,  as 
follows  : 

YxKi — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappcll,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Coxe, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gaston,  Geddes,  Gbolson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Henderson,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  IngeraoU,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Ma- 
ryland, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lcfferts,  Lewis, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  .McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  .Moore,  .Murfree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  ShefTey,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart,  Tannc- 
hill, Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  White,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Clopton,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely, 
Hale,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kingof  .Mas- 
sacbusettji,  Law,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Ship- 
herd,  fcJturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
.Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  and  Wilcoi. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expen.sesof 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  per- 
sons and  the  harness  used  therefor." 


Friday,  December  2. 

A  me«sagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''  to  sxtend  the 
time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  improve- 
ment on  steam  engines;"  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  H'>use  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Robertson's  motion,  to  suspend  so  much  of  the 
rule  of  the  House  as  precludes  the  reconsideration 
of  any  subject  on  which  the  House  has  during 
the  same  session  decided. 

Some  debate  arose  on  the  motion,  which  was 
supported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Stanford, and 
others.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  was  men- 
tioned that  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  a  Naticnal 
Bank  was  in    preparation   in  the    Senate.     Mr. 
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Ward,  of  New  Jersey,  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table;  which  motion  was  negatived, 
64  to  44. 

The  question  wm  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  negatived,  as  follows:  For 
the  motion  50,  again>t  it  65. 

The  Speaker   laid   before  the  House  a  letter 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  a  select  committee, 
might  consider  the  details. 

.Mr.  T.  said  he  very  well  knew  that  mankind 
were  governed  by  their  hopes  and  fears;  more  by 
their  hopes  than  their  fears;  and  he  was  not  in- 
sensible of  the  effect  which  the  despatches  receiv- 
ed yesterday  from  our  Ministers  at  Ghent  might 


from   the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  |  have  on   the  measures  under  consideration.     He 


one  from  the  Speaker  requiring  a  warrant  for 
money  to  defray  the  charges  of  this  House,  ap- 
prizing him  that,  the  appropriation  on  this  head 
being  exhausted,  a  furtiier  provision  therefor  by 
law   was  necessary.     The  letter   was  ordered   to 


should  be  very  sorry  if  the  effect  would  be  to  in- 
duce the  Legislature  to  discontinue  ur  relax  the 
preparations  necessary  for  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war.  If  such  should  be  the  effect,  the 
enemy  might  have  good   reason  to  exult   in   the 


lie  00  the  table,  on  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Ingha.m  i  success  of  a  diplomatic  trick  played  off  at  Ghent, 


that    the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
about  to  act  on  the  subject. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment on  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge.  The  report 
stales  that  the  bridge  was  destroyed  at  the  instance 
of  General  Winder,  but  by  the  agency  of  the  Navy 
Department,  and  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  Captain  Creighton. 


which,  lulling  us  into  a  false  security,  would  en- 
able him  to  strike  us  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
campaign,  unarruedand  unprepared.  If  he  should 
be  able  to  do  so,  he  would  begin  to  consider  him- 
self a  match  for  the  Yankees  in  cunning,  and  we 
would  repent  when  it  was  too  late.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  we  would  not  have  peace 
— politics  were  too  uncertain  to  justify  such  a 
declaration — we  may  have  peace  in  a  few  weeks. 


This  report  was,  on   motion  of  .Mr.  Lewis  of  |  He  only  meant   to  say,  that  calculations  founded 


Virginia,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

WAR  MEASURES. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thocp,  re- 
solved Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  several  bills  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee of  this  House,  as  well  as  the  two  bills  from 
the  Senate  on  that  subject.  The  bill  fir^t  taken 
up,  was  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  into  service  eighty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  to  serve  two  years, 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  that  the  bill  before  them  be- 
ing a  bill  from  the  Senate,  which  had  not  been 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  but  which 
had  been  taken  up  on  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  the 
Military  Committee,  as  such,  were  strangers  to  its 
provisions.  It  was  not  to  be  expected,  therefore, 
that  he  could  give  to  the  House  an  exposition  of 
its  principles  and  details.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  no  doubt  prepared  to  do  so. 
For  himself,  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
measure  of  the  Senate,  and  would  therefore  move 
to  strike  out  the  lirst  section  of  the  bill ;  it  would 
try  the  principle.     The  measure  of  the  Senate,  he 


on  events  which  may  happen  at  Ghent  or  at  Vi- 
enna, .ind  which  would  induce  the  Legislature  to 
relax  in  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  next 
campaign,  ought  not  to  be  indulged;  measures 
ought  to  be  taken,  not  on  a  supposition  of  speedy 
peace,  but  of  protracted  war.  It'  peace  happened, 
the  preparation  for  war  would  do  no  harm.  If 
peace  did  not  happen,  the  want  of  preparation 
would  do  much  harm  ;  it  might  lose  the  next  cam- 
paign, and  losing  the  next  campaign  might  lose 
the  objects  of  the  war.  I  only  suggest  therefore, 
sir,  that  it  is  wise  ^nd  prudent  to  act  as  if  the 
negotiations  at  Ghent  would  certainly  fail.  In 
submitting,  sir,  to  the  Committee,  the  tew  obser- 
vations with  which  I  intend  to  trouble  them  on 
this  motion,  I  will  endeavor  to  satisfy  ihem  that 
the  measure  proposed  by  the  Senate  ought  not  to 
be  taken,  because  it  places  our  reliance  for  a  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  the  war  on  irregular  militia; 
whereas  our  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  dis- 
ciplined troops,  and  thai  some  other  measure, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  resorted  to — some  measure 
calculated  to  fill  the  regular  ranks  and  augment 
the  regular  establishment. 

In  making  provision  for  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  war  there  would  be  but  one  object  common 
to  all — to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  honora- 
humbly  conceived,  was  inadequate  to  the  object,    ble  terminaiioo  by  all  the  means  in  the  power  of 
It  proposed  to  give  you  a  militia  force,  when  you    the  Legislature.     At  lea^-t  it  would  be  an  object 
wanted  not  a  militia  but  a  regular  force.     He  re-  {  common    to    every  genuine   American,    because 


spectfuUy  suggested  to  the  House,  in  considering 
this  subject,  the  propriety  of  endeavoring,  in  the 
first  place,  to  establish  the  principle  on  which  they 
would  rest  their  military  measures  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  war ;  whether  it  were  the  prin- 
ciple of  classification  and  draught,  or  classification 
and  penally;  whether  the  principle  proposed  by     _  . 

the  Senate,  or  any  other  principle,  they  could  not,  i  American,  without  distinction  oV  party,  would 
he  humbly  conceived,  arrive  at  any  conclusion  i  pariicipaie  in  the  inl'amy  of  it.  He  knew  very 
satisfactory  to  the  House,  or  useful  and  honorable  well  that  certain  gentlemen  had  s.iid  the  war  was 
to  the  country,  without  adopting  this  mode  of  a  party  war,  a  war  for  the  Administration — but 
proceeding.  Having  established  the  principle,  the  I  gentlemen  would  find  ere  long  iheir  mistake. 
13lh  Co.N.  3d  Sess.— 23 


every  American  had  an  interest  in  it.  The  war 
was  a  war  for  the  country,  and  the  result  of  it, 
whatever  it  might  be,  wiieihcr  glorious  or  in- 
glorious, would  determine  the  character  of  the 
country  and  Government.  If  glorious,  every 
American,  without  distinction  of  party,  would 
participate    in    that   glory;    if  inglorious,   every 
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Thy  '  would  fin^l  that  Europe,  the  civilized  world,    to  stand  upon  the  defensive  on  a  line  of  frontier 
whiawiU  alone(  be   competent  to  pass  judgment  |  of  2.000  miles,  and  to  defend  that  line  with  100,- 
upoS  ihis  subject,  will  not  stop  to  inquire  by  what  j  000  men   against    10,000  afloat.     He  comes,   no 
par«jr  m  Amenta  this  war  was  declared — by  what  '  nian  can  tell  when,  no  man  can  tell  where;  and, 
par^  r  it  was  pi^secuted — by  what  party  brought     to  be  prepared  at  all,  he  compels  you  to  be  pre- 
to  ij  .  »ermmaii|)n.     No,  sir,  they  will  look  to  the  I  pared  at  all  points.     I   say.  therefore,  your  aug- 
res*t.  and  to  tfie  result  only,  and  as  that  result  j  mentation  ought  to  be  in  much  greater  propor- 
is  ^jrious  or  jnglorious  for  the   country,  so  will  j  lion  than  his  augmentation.     But  what  descrip- 
thej;  determine!  the  character  of  this  country  and     tion  of  our    military  force    will  you   augment? 
GoR-inment.     Every  American,  therefore,  is  in- i  Sir,  if,  after  what  has  happened,  I  could  for  a 
terf  ,ked  to  briijg  the  war  to  an  lionorable  termi-  :  moment  believe  there  could  be  any  doubt  or  hesi- 
nat^b  by  all  (ije  means  in  his  power.     But  how  I  tation  upon  this  point.  I  would  consider  everything 
is  ifiti?  to  be  .iiine?     I  answer,   in  the  spirit  and  !  as  lost;  then,  indeed,  would  there  be  an  end  of 
latit^iage  of  perfect  simplicity,  by  endeavoring  to     hope    and    of  con6dence  —  then,    indeed,   would 
cr»i|'^  a  motiv,'  in  the  enemy  to  discontinue  the    there  be  nothing  before  us  but   gloom   and  de- 
coitfjst.     But  how  is  this  to  be  effected?     I  an-  |  spondency,  and  the  horror  of  despair.     But  you 
swij  in  the  >-ajne  spifit  and  language,  by  endea-  |  will  not  doubi — you  will  place  your  reliance  on  a 
vo«ig  to  wo4nd    hirii    where   he   is  vulnerable,    disciplined  regular  force;  upon  a  regular  discip- 
TiStenemy  isj  vulnerable  in  two  points;  in   his    lined  force  alone  can  you  rely  for   success.     It 
coijjljaerce  on  jthe  ocj-an — in    his  territorial  pos-  i  matters  not  whether  you   determine  to  conduct 
ses    Jns  neighjtoring  lo  us.     If  by  any  possibility     the  war  otTensively  or  defensively;  if  you  deier- 
Ijoh   I  do  ^ot  admit)  he  should   succeed  so    mine  to  prosecute  ii  offensively,  you  ought  to  rely 
t-lually  to  blockade  our  ports  and  harbors  as  i  mainly  on  a   regular  force — because,  to  be  suc- 
[but   up   completely  our    public   and    private    cessful,  you  must  meet  and  beat  in  the  open  field 
f^<l  vessels,  he  will  cease  to  be  vulnerable  in     the  regular  veteran  troops  of  Europe.     Not  one 
;ommerce>,  he  wril   remain  vulnerable  in  his  |  step  can  you  advance  in  the  conquest  of  Canada 
Horial  posj-'essions  only.     There,  sir,  I  would     until  you  are  prepared  to  do  this.     This  can  only 
Cd\\*  the  wariwithout  hesitation;  there  I  would  1  be  done  by  regular  disciplined  troops.     If  you  de- 
en**?*  vor  to  cri-ale  a  motive  in  him  to  discontinue  }  termineto  prosecute  the  war  defensively,  you  ought 
thfjcbntest.     In   proportion  as  he  values  his  ter-    to  rely  mainly  on  regular  troops;  for  you  mustex- 
riuri,  in  the  sjime  proportion  will  he  make  s.icri-  ;  pect  lo  meet  and  to  repel  regular  disciplined  troops 
ficj|.  to  presefije  it;  a'^  you  endanger  the  existence    — and  thiscanbedonemosteffectually  with  regular 
ofji.'s  terriioijy,  in  the  same  degree  will  be  his  '  disciplined  troops.     It  will  be  done  not  only  more 

effectually,  but  more  economically  ;  not  only  more 
economi(:ally,  but  more  conveniently  for  the  coun- 
hsT'e:  the  str(.»ngest  evidence.  He  has  already  try.  It  will  save  the  militia  of  the  country,  and 
inW«f  great  esertioni  to  preserve  them;  he  has  1  in  saving  the  luilitia  it  will  s.nve  the  active  in- 
btM.-JK  able  lo  preser?e  them  only  because  you  {  dustry  of  the  country — it  will  save  of  course  the 
hJ^i^  not  made  grent  efforts  to  conquer  them,  product  of  that  industry;  the  product  of  that  In- 
Y'y^  never  will  conquer  them  by  taking  the  dusiry  is  national  wealth — it  will  save  the  na- 
mjfc<iure  of  tlje  Senate.     Will  any  man   believe  i  tional  wealth. 

wvtan  induct'  the  enemy  to  discontinue  the  war  But  not  only  do  these  considerations  urge  you. 
bji|ianning  the  line*;  of  our  frontiers — standing  in  my  humble  o[)inion,  to  resort  to  all  the  means 
ot^itie  defenJ-ive — receiving  and  repelling  his  '  within  your  power  to  fill  the  ranks  and  augment 
b«i?s  as  wcli  as  we  can  ?  No,  sir,  so  far  from  the  regular  establishment ;  other  considerations 
it^jicin^  the  ,%nemy  to  abandon  the  contest,  this  call  upon  you  to  make  the  army  as  respectable 
lAds  01  prostfcuting  the  war  would  only  increase  j  in  number  as  it  is  already  in  character — consider- 
hj  motive  tc  contir^ue  it.  whilst  the  motive  on  ations  growing  out  of  that  character.  An  army, 
o^.l'art  to  discontinue  it  would  be  daily  and  hour-  ,  little  better  than  two  years  old.  collected  hastily 
IjUpcreasing.  A  dishonorable  peace  would  ter-  from  the  plough,  the  loom,  and  the  work  shops — 
nijate  the  contest— the  surrender  of  our  inde-  without  discipline,  without  even  the  rudiments  of 
pt>lence  would  tern^inate  it — nothing  else  could,  the  military  science — the  oflScer  to  be  instructed, 
iS^^ould.  therefore,  carry  the  war  into  the  en-'  that  he  might  be  qualified  to  instruct  the  soldier — 
er^'s  country,  and  Vith  a  force  enabling  you  to  this  army  has  performed  deeds  of  heroism  and  of 
w#(ind  him  t(iere.  5ut  the  military  force  of  the  ,  gallant  daring  that  would  have  done  honor  to  the 
er|ny  has  betn  gre>itly  augmented.     It  is  unne-    best  days  of  Greece  and  Rome,  that  will  adora 

the  page  of  your  own  history.     It  is  true,  that  this 

army    has  not  from    the    beginning  everywhere 

tl^t  we  know  and  feel  it.    Ordinary  prudence  re-    triumphed  ;  it  is  true,  it  has  not  from  the  begin- 

qijifes  that  yoiir  own  military  force  be  augmented;    ning   carried    everything    before    it:  it   had    not 

nJ[i  merely  in  the  s|ime  proportion — in  a  much    strength,  it  had  not  numbers.     But  this  much  may 

(Iter  propoltion.     In  a  much  greater  proportion,  I  be  said  of  it,  and  with  truth,  that,  from  the  begin- 

iiuse,  all  o^her  things  being  equal,  he  has  one  '  ning  to  this  moment,  it  has  in  no  one  instance 

ided  advantage  over  you — an  advantage  which     dishonored    the  standard  which   it  bore;  unless, 


mjife    to    diicontinue  the    war   to    preserve   it. 
Ti^l^  he  set>  (t  high  value  on  his  territories  you 


C|g^ry  to  speyk  of  the  events  by  which  this  aug- 
nt  illation  ha».  been  brought  about — it  is  sufficient 


can  neitti^r  destroy  nor  remove — I  mean  the 


indeed,  a  solitary  instance  may  be  appealed  lo  as 


omand  of  {he*Ccean.  by  which  he  compels  you    an  exception — an  instance  as  yet  of  doubtful  and 
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ODdeeided  character.     More  recently  its  triumphs 
have   been  more  brilliant ;  in  open  field,  man   to 
man,  it  has  vanquished  the  conquerors  of  t-he  con- 
<jaerors  of  Europe.     Who  can  hesitate,  therefore, 
(the  war  continuing. )  to  make  this  army  as  respec- 
table in  number  as  it  is  already  in  character,  t  > 
enable  it  to  continue  these  triumphs?     The  bill 
from   the  Senate,  instead  of  proposing  this,  pro- 
poses to  authorize  the  President  to  call  upon   the 
States  for  eighty  thousand  raw  miliiirj  ;  and  this 
is  to  be  our  reliance  for  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  war.     Take  my  word  for  it,  sir.  that  if  you 
do  rely  upon  it  (the  military  power  of  theeneiny 
continuing   undivided)   defeat,  disaster,  and   dis- 
grace, must  follow.  As  an  auxiliary  or  secondary 
force  the  militia  may  be  relied  on ;  as  principal,  in 
a  contest   with   regular  troops,   never.     But  the 
state  of  the  army :   Upon  this  part  of  the  subject, 
sir,  I  will  say  nothing,  because  I  can  say  nothing 
that   you  are  not  already  in  possession  of.     You 
have  authorized  a  force   of  sixty  odd  thousand 
men  ;  you  have  raised  thirty  odd  thousand  ;  you 
have  a  deficiency  of  twenty  odd  thousand  to  sup- 
ply: these  thirty  odd  thousand  nifo.  already  raised, 
are  distributed  overa  line  of  four  thousand  miles  of 
frontier;  is  it  any  wonder  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
Canada  has  not  been  conquered?     No,    sir,  the 
wonder  i^jnot  that  Canada  has  not  been  conquered, 
the  wonder  is  that  this  little  army  has  been  able 
to  keep  its  ground  ;  the  enemy  has  been  stronger 
in  regular  troops  at  all  points  Irom  the  beginning. 
and  the  very  annunciation  of  this  fact  is  enough 
to  cover  our  little  army   with  glory.     Y"ou  have 
a  deficiency  of  twenty  odd   thousand  to  supply  ; 
how  will  you  supply  it  ?     Assuredly  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  will  not  supply    it;   will    the  mode 
heretofore   resorted   to  supply  ii  ?     Will  the  re- 
cruiting system  supply  it  ?     No,  sir.  the  recruiting 
system  has  failed,  I  mean  it  has  failed  to  fill  your 
ranks;  what    are    the    facts   upon    this  subject? 
They  are,  that  two  millions  of  dollars  have  been 
applied  since  January  last,  and  thirteen  thousand 
men  have  been  enlisted  ;  this  it  may  be  said  is 
doing  very  well.     So  it  is  ;  but  what  is  the  gene- 
ral result  ?  The  general  result  is,  that  our  army  is 
very  little  stronger  now  than  it  was  this  time  last 
year;  and  in  testing  the  operation  of  the  system  it  is 
lo  the  general  result  we  must  look.     At  the  rateof 
thirteen  thousand  men  per  annum,  it  would  take 
five  years  to  raise  the  authorized  force;  the  re- 
cruiting system  therefore  has  failed,  it  has  failed  ' 
to  fill  our  ranks.     I  do  not  mean  to  say,  sir.  that  1 
ihe  recruiting  system  witii  ihepresent  high  bounty  i 
and  encouragement  would  not  eventually  fill  our 
ranks;  I  am  not  disposed  to  say  that  it  would  not 
(provided  the  power  of  the  enemy  had  continued 
broken  and  divided  by  the  troubles  of  the  Conti- 
nent) have  answered  our  purpose;  but  I  do  say, 
that  under  existing  circumstances  and    for  our 
present  purpose,  the  recruiting  system  ought  not 
to  be  relied  on  ;  it  cannot  be  relied    on  to  fill  our 
ranks   by  the  opening  of  the  next  campaiTu,  and 
lo  risk  the  loss  of  the  next  campaign  is  to  risk  the 
lossof  everything.     But  isihere  no  modetu  which 
you  can  resort  for  filling  the  ranks  but  voluntary 
enlistment?     I  would   be  extremely  sorry  if  we 


could  not.     I  have  alwajs  thought  this  Gorero- 
ment,  when  administered  in  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  the    strongest  Government    in  the 
world,  even   for  the  purposes  of  war;  but  if  the 
doctrine  set  up  of  late  be  true,  this  is  the  weakest 
and    most  contemptible  Government  on  earth,  it 
is  neither  fit  for  war  nor  peace,  it  has  failed  of  all 
the  ends  for  which  Governments  are  established. 
It  cannot  be  true  that  this  Government,  charged 
with    the  general   defence,  authorized  to  declare 
war  and  to  raise  armies,  can  have  but  one  mode  of 
raising  armies,  whilst  every  other  Government 
that  has  ever  existed  has  had  an  absolute  power 
over  the  population  of  the  country  for  this   pur- 
pose, and  has  actually  exercised  it.    But  this  ques- 
tion is   not  properly  before  the  House,  and  1  will 
not  go  into  an    argument  to  show  that  you  can, 
like  other  Governments,  resort  lo  other  modes  of 
raising  armies  than  that  of  voluntary  enlistment; 
that  you  can  resort  to  classification  and   draught, 
to  classification  and  penalty,  or   any  other  mode 
which  a  sound  discretion  may  in  a  particular  state 
of  the  country  dictate  and  justify.     All  I  intend  lo 
say  at  present  is.  that  you  have  an  absolute  power 
over  the  population  of  thiscountry  for  thispurpose, 
and  that   in   the  present  state  of  the  country  it 
is  wiser    to  reKort  to  classification  and  draught, 
than  to  resort  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate;  the 
one  will  give  the  men  certainly  and  expeditiously, 
the  other   will   not.     But,  sir,  compare  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Senate  with   the  measures  proposed 
by   your  own   committee,  and  which  are  before 
you.     The  measure  of  the  Senate  proposes  to  au- 
thorize ihe  President  to  call  out  eiglity  thousand 
militia  for  two  yeara,  and  this  is  called  a  remedy 
for  the  evil  of  State.     Now,  sir.  the  evil  of  Stale, 
as    I  undertand  it.  is  not  the   want  of  a  militia 
I'orce,  but  the  want  of  a  regular  force.     The  evil 
of  which   the  country  complains,  of  which  the 
Government  com  plains,  of  which  the  militia  them- 
selves complain  most  grievously,  is  the  number  of 
militia   in   service  ;    the    incessant    harassmenl, 
vexation,  and  oppression  of  the  militia,  and  the 
extraordinary   and   burdensome    expense  of  that 
particular   service.     As  a  remedy  for  this  griev- 
ance, the  Senate  propose  to  detach  eighty  thou- 
sand  militia.     The   President  has  at  command, 
and  has  always  had  at  command,  a  million  of  mi- 
litia ;  and  in  this  extraordinary  crisis  of  our  affairs, 
when   pressed   by  a  formidable  enemy,  and  sur- 
rounded with  difficulties,  the  remedy  proposed  b} 
the   Senate  i>  eighty   thousand  militia,  which  it 
must   be  admitted  on  all  hands  can   be  no  better, 
for  at  least  the  next  campaign,  than  raw  militia 
called  out  in  the  ordinary  way.     But  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  furnish  regular  troops.     How  ?  by  holding 
up  interrorema  militia  classification  and  draught. 
Exempting  every  three  classes  which  shall  furnish 
two  regular  soldiers,  from  the  liability  to  furnish 
three  militiamen.     Do  the  friends  of  this  measure 
believe — will  they  with  any  degree  of  confidence 
assert,  that  it  will  have  the  effect,  even  partially. 
to  fill  the  ranks?     I  think  not.   And  suppose  it 
should  fail  to  furnish  regular  soldiers,  what  will 
be  our  condition  in  the  months  of  July  and  Aug- 
ust next  ?    Much  worse,  sir,  than  our  condition 
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in  li«]moQtbs  of  Jul/  sod  August 
con^luing,  the^  power  of  the  en 


ast.     The  war 
emy    unbrokeri, 

JoodTiion  will  be  desperate.  The  reorular 
jvery  day  falling  off.  (for  be  it  remembered 
lieighty  tuousand  militia  will  be  withdrawn 
[the  operations  of  the  recruiting  service,)  we 
TjhaTe  to  oppose  to  the  enemy  a  remnant  of 
|r  troops,  and  these  eighty  thousand  raw 
1^ — and  WlSo  will  answer  for  the  consequea- 
In  the  nrjonths  of  August  and  September 
ye  had  in  the  fivld  the  regular  Army  and 
Jiirds  of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  and  we 
DOHK^re  found;  ourselves  too  strong.  It  is  true 
thf^^sfnate  propose  to  improve  the  recruiting  sys- 
tem <»^n  improvement  which  two  years  ago  this 
Hoi'f;  proposeo  to  the  Senate,  but  which  the  Sen- 
ate Jfjtn  thought  proper  to  reject.  I  mean  the 
en^iiiient   of  young  men    between   the  ages  of 


ei^Uttrn  and  nventy-obe.  But  if  theseeighty  thou- 
satti  jnilitia  for  two  years  should  happen  to  be. 


asr 


mittee.  The  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  the 
only  effectual  one.  If  we  have  energy  and  spirit 
to  take  it,  it  will  fill  our  ranks  and  augment  our 
regular  establishment  certainly  and  expeditiously. 
The  people  will  justify  the  measure,  because  they 
will  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  honor,  the  character,  and  independence,  of 
the  country.  The  plan  of  the  committee,  though 
less  efficient,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  better 
than  that  of  the  Senate.  Where  it  fails  to  give 
you  men  it  will  give  you  money.  It  will  be  cer- 
tain to  give  some  men,  and  some  money.  I  hope 
the  House  will  agree  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  Calhod.n  briefly  replied  to  the  call  made 
upon  him  by  Mr.  Trocp  for  the  reasons  why  he 
preferred  acting  on  the  bill:  that  reason  bethought 
was  very  obvious;  that  the  bill,  having  met  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate,  would,  if  it  passed  this 
House,  immediately  become  a  law.     Pol 


ie<  ^pruaing  system  even 
/Ji.  'b«  as  productive  the  nc 
uq^b>y  conceive,  Mr.  Spe 


a  law.  t'oiicy  ap- 
peared to  him  to  require  a  preference  of  this  bill  to 
are  liicely  to  be,  that  very  description  of  that  reported  by  the  committee  of  this  House-  If 
poyjiilion  upon  which  this  system  would  other-  tl»e  Senate  send  us  one  bill,  and  we,  instead  of 
wi*  ifiperate.  what  hope  can  be  entertained  that  acting  on  it,  send  them  another,  it  would  place 
the*  4''"'""S^y^'^™^^*'"  *''*^ ''* ''"P''°'^*'"^°'-'*  the  two  Houses  in  an  awkward  predicament.  It 
wjj bS  as  productive  the  next  year  as  the  last.     1  1  seemed  to  him.  he  said,  that  the  whole  argument 

of  the  gentlemen  against  this  bill  was  misplaced. 
This  bill,  as  well  as  the  gentleman'.s  bill,  would 
produce  a  certain  number  of  recruits  for  the  reg- 
ular Army.  Should  the  bill  reported  by  the  gen- 
tleman prevail,  it  would  give  us  either  regulars 
or  money;  if  this  bill  should  pass,  we  shall  have 
regulars  or  good  militia.  Both  bills  were  calcu- 
lated to  produce  regulars,  if  they  could  be  obtained 
by  purchase.  If  ab'^oiule  certainty  was  the  object 
of  the  gentleman,  it  could  be  only  obtained  by 
resorting  to  a  regular  and  fair  system  of  conscrip- 
tion. To  the  result  of  any  other  system,  whether 
that  reported  by  the  .Military  Committee  of  this 
House,  or  that  now  under  consideration,  some 
uncertainty  must  attach.  The  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate promising  as  much  certainty  as  that  reported 
in  this  House,  he  hoped  it  would  be  gone  through 
with  and  finally  passed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  further 
debate,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  firat  sec- 


huqjb>y  conceive,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  measure 
of  l».e;  Senate,  proceeding  from  the  best  intentions. 
wii^f»il  in  ihe  accomidishment  of  our  object.  I 
con*i:^ve,  with  much  deference  to  the  House,  that 
the^^u^easurcs  reported  by  their  own  committee 
a^^i^ch  to  be  preferred.  They  propose — first, 
to  hJilriment  the  regular  establishment  to  one  hun- 
dreljt^ousand  men;  second,  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sidwi<i  to  accept  under'Jiberal  encouragements  the 
ser*pe  of  volunteer  corps  ;  third,  to  authorize  the 
Pnl,jent  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
SliXis  State  troops,  which  may  be  raised  to  serve 

in  *<uof  the  militia  of  such  States.  The  principle 
of  »H  system  is,  to  substitute,  as  far  as  we  are  able, 
^|ular  force  for  a  militia  force,  as  moreefficient, 
,f  economical,  and,  for  the  militia  themselves, 
convenient — and  one  hundred  thousand 
ars  would  take  the  place  of  two  hundred 
and  miiitia — two  hundred  thousand  militia 

w.^;.d   cost  as  much  as  three  hundred  thousand  \ 

rtj^ars.     If  we  can  command  an  hundred  thou-  ;  i'""  of  ^^*^  bill,  and  decided  as  follows— for  the 

sa55  regular  troops,  it  may,  notwithstanding,  be    motion  6:i,  against  it  64.     So  the  motion  to  strike 

n*!i^t.sary,  on  particular  emergencies,  to  resort  to  I  out  the  first  section  was  negatived. 

th<.    nilitia.     To  enaljle  the  Government  still  fur-        The  following  is  the  apportionment  of  the  pro- 

lb|r»o  spare  the  militia,  volunteersareauthorized.  1  posed  draught  of  men  among  the  several  States 

T^   also  will    be  more  efficient  than  ordinary    and  Territories: 

njt|i|!a.     It  IS  impossible   to  say   to  what  extent  j      ^fo™  ^'e^  Hampshire,  two  thougand  five  hundrwi 

th>.f  corps   will  offer  themselves — to  whatever  i  ^'iK^'y- 

ettut  the  Government  is  enabled  to  avail  itself!      From  MassachusetU,  eight  thousand  .u  hundred  five. 

or;K«ir  services,  to  the  same  extent  will  the  mi-  |      E"""  \VT'\\  '"^i'  thousand  five  hundred  eighty 

from  Khode  Island,  eight  hundred  sixty. 


a  I 
m< 
m 
re 

th 


dred  Cf- 


lij^,be  saved.     If  Government  should  derive  no  ^      J^"""  ^'^°'^*^  Island,  eight  hundred  sixty. 

atf/rom  th.s  source,  it  has  another  resource  in  |      l'""""  Conncct.cut,  three  thousand  ten. 

S,|iC  troop..     They  also  will  take  the  place  oi\  J^"""  ^"^  ^  °''''  ''"''"  '^°""°'^  "'  ^"" 

lUm.litia.     The  mihtia  will  still  continue   the  I   *F;om  New  Jersey,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

bu^^rk  of  the  country.     VV  bene  ver  the  existence  i      From  Pennsylvania,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred 

01  vje  country  shall  l^e  endangered,  it  is  the  mili-  '  ninety-five. 

tiii^fhal   inu^t  save  it.     The  system  proposes  to]      From  Delaware,  eight  hundred  sixty. 

r^yre   them    from    the  constant  harassment  of|      From  Maryland,  three  thousand  eight  hundred  »ev- 

Wl»ii)  they  complain,  and  justly  complain.     To  |  enty. 

nj»^  tlie  regular  troops,  you  have  the  alternative        From  Virginia,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  ninety- 

p<<|.  ised   by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  com-    five. 
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From  North  Carolina,  five  thousand  five  hundred 
ninety. 

From  South  Carohna,  three  thousand  eight  hundred 
seventy. 

From  Georgia,  twro  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  Kentucky,  four  thousand  three  hundred. 

From  Ohio,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  Tennessee,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  Louisiana,  four  hundred  thirty. 

From  the  Mississippi  Territory,  five  hundred  twenty- 
two. 

From  the  Indiana  Territory,  five  hundred  forty-nine. 

From  the  Illinois  Territory,  two  hundred  thirteen. 

From  the  Michigan  Territory,  sixty. 

From  the  Missouri  Territory,  three  hundred  seventy- 
six. 

And  from  the  Territory  of  Columbia,  four  hundred 
thirty. 

Mr.  Jenni.ngs  moved  to  amend  the  apportion- 
ment for  Indiana  Territory,  by  striking  out  five 
hundred  and  forty-nine  and  inserting  three  hun- 
dred. The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ruea  of 
Tennessee,  and  negatived,  20  or  30  members  only 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
present  apportionment  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, viz:  four  hundred  and  thirty,  and  insert 
eighty,  which  he  said  would  be  at  the  rale  of  every 
twenty-fifih  man.  This  motion  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Rhea,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  7th  section  of  the  bill,  (which  limits  the  ser- 
vices to  be  required  of  the  draughted  militia,  to 
the  bounds  of  their  own  and  any  adjoining  State, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Western  States,  who 
are,  when  required,  to  serve  in  Louisiana,  and 
those  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  in  like  man- 
ner, in  the  Michigan  Territory,  dec.)  He  could 
not  see  any  possible  benefit  to  arise  from  it,  but 
he  could  see  great  inconvenience.  It  migiit  fre- 
quently be  important  that  the  militia  of  one  Stale 
should  serve  la  a  Slate  which  was  not  adjoining 
to  their.",  and  in  some  sections  of  the  country 
<night  refuse  their  co-operation  in  such  case,  shel- 
tering themselves  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

This  mution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharp,  of 
Kentucky,  who  thought  this  section  calculated 
to  excite  feelings  of  dissention.  and  State  and 
local  prejudices.  W^e  ought  lo  legislate  as  if  for 
a  nation,  and  not  for  Slate  authorities.  We  ought 
to  encourage  national  feeling,  not  sectional  views. 
He  should  like  to  see  that  feeling  diffused  through 
the  nation,  which  prevails  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  that  would  induce  the  citizens  freely  to 
march  from  one  extreme  to  another  to  meet  the 
enemy,  rather  than  he  should  hold  a  foot  of  the 
soil.  But  when  you  recognise  the  principle  that 
the  militia  of  one  State,  say  Massachusetts,  shall 
not,  on  occa.sion,  be  liable  to  march  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  shores  of  another,  say  Maryland  or 
Virginia,  or  that  the  militia  of  the  Stale  of  Ken- 
tucky or  Tennessee  should  not.  if  necessary, march 
io  the  defence  of  Massachusetts,  you  sanction  a 
local  State  feeling,  which  will  be  the  bane  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation.  The  States  West  of  the 
mountains,  and  those  Kast  of  the  Potomac,  were 
as  much  sister  States,  he  said,  as  if  they  lay  con- 


tiguous to  each  other.  From  the  mode  of  legis- 
lation embraced  in  this  section,  Mr.  S.  feared  the 
excitement  of  sentiments  hostile  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  character  of  this  nation,  as  well  as  to  its 
honor,  both  of  which  could  only  be  attained  by 
an  amalgamation  ol  national  feeling. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  that,  even  were  the 
section  stricken  out.  it  would  not  materially  vary 
the  nature  of  the  service  of  these  militia  forces, 
which  would  be  confined  to  their  respective 
States,  unless  necessity  required  their  service  else- 
where ;  in  which  case  such  a  limitation  as  is  con- 
tained in  the  bill  would  be  very  inconvenient. 
He,  therefore,  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the 
section  ought  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN.  of  Ohio,  supported  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  7ih  section.  He  conceived  the 
militia  service  already  sufficiently  injured,  if  not 
dishonored,  by  the  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  had  limited  its  utility.  He  hoped  it 
would  not  be  further  restricted  in  such  a  provision 
as  this.  To  show  its  injurious  tendency,  he  in- 
stanced the  case,  which  might  happen,  of  the  mi- 
litia of  New  Jersey  being  called  on  to  cross  the 
Delaware,  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  Pennsylvania 
or  Delaware;  the  enemy  retiringacross  an  imagi- 
nary line  into  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  regain 
their  ships  in  the  Chesapeake,  the  militia  would, 
under  this  section,  be  precluded  from  pursuing 
them  beyond  the  line,  unless  it  suited  their  plea- 
sure. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  7th  section 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Several  other  unimportant  amendments  were 
proposed,  giving  rise  to  desultory  discussion,  which 
were  variously  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  not  to  confine  the  Governors  of 
States,  in  the  selection  of  the  officers  to  com- 
mand the  militia  to  be  draughted  in  pursuance  of 
the  bill,  to  the  present  militia  officers. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Forsyth  of  Georgia,  Fisk  and  Ship- 
herd  of  New  York,  and  Gholson  of  Virginia, 
on  the  ground  of  the  expediency  of  allowing  the 
widest  field  for  the  selection  of  officers  qualified 
for  command,  without  confining  it  to  the  militia 
officers  now  in  commission,  many  of  whom, 
though  highly  respectable  men,  were  unfit  for 
military  command,  having  been  selected  in  a 
lime  of  peace,  without  reference  to  their  military 
qualifications. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cannon 
and  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Pearson  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Pickering  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
ground  of  alleged  injustice  to  the  merits  of  our 
present  militia,  on  Constitutional  scruples,  and 
on  the  difficulty  which  would  be  presented  by 
the  variance  of  the  modes  of  appointment  in  the 
different  Stales. 

The  motion  was  at  last  negatived— 43  voting 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
two  years,  the  proposed  term  of  service  of  the 
militia  to  be  draughted  in  pursuance  of  this  bill 
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•ncfi^f^ert  six  monthf^  The  motion  was  nega- [  inquire  into  the  "  expediency  of  laying  a  duty  on 
UT(^  oy  the  fqllowing  vote:  For  the  motion  45,  ,  all  salaried  officers,  and  on  th(?  professional  in- 
•g«>-*ttH  it  82.  come  of  lawyers,  solicitors,  and  counsellors,  and 

Q|v  motion  pf  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  bill  was  so    on  the   legal   proceedings  of  courts  of  justice." 
an)v4)^ed  as  to  make  the  officers  of  the  draughted    made  the  following  report : 

m^licjj  eligible.according  to  the  Constitution  and        tko.  -  ..,  ..,. 'i    •  i    u  j- 

la»?:^f  the  several  Stites  '  *  V*  "P^"  *"'*""  '^"  °"'^  ^*  expedient  and 

^^   k   I  if  k  .u  u   .k    u  I  proper  under  arbitrary  Governments,  where  penwons 

3»!U?  bill  hav^iog  been  gone  through,  the  House  I  and  places  are  bestowed  wuhout  a  just  regard  to  the 

priet^ed   to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  .  public   interest.     In  the   United  States,   according  to 

thf  '" ' ^--  •" "--  '"—  ^"---  •>- -  1    .        ■     ■  -       -        - 

ral 


enjt^client  ef  minors.] 

V:3»;,bill  having  been  read  through,  a  motion 
waii  ^iiade  by  .Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  to 
strliif  i)Ut  so  nwich  of  the  bill  as  authorizes  the 
enJjsioaent  of  coinors  over  eighteen  years  of  age, 
with()«»t  the  cooisent  of  their  parents  or  guardians ; 
wf*<ji>..  motion  jhe  supported  by  a  few  pertinent 
rei^il'ris. 

Tl'S  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  of 
Keinucky,  in  a  short  speech  of  much  force  and 
enir^y. 

ijijvs'as  negatived  by  the  following  vote:  For 
ihet  lection  51.  against  it  83. 

T<e  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill, 
aufhtrzing  the  President  to  accept  the  services 


States,  would  be  an  admission  on  the  part  of  the  legis- 
lative body,  that,  in  fixing  the  salaries  of  their  public 
officers,  the  public  interest  had  been  disregarded,  and 
more  than  a  just  compensation  allowed.  Without  de- 
ciding whether  in  some  instances  this  may  not  be  the 
case,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  if  the  evil  ex- 
ists, the  proper  Constitutional  remedy  is  not  a  tax,  but 
a  reduction  of  the  salaries.  The  second  member  of 
the  resolution  embraces  the  income  of  lawyers,  solicit- 
ors, and  counsellors.  The  selection  of  a  particular 
class  of  the  community,  which  already  pays,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  a  tax  on  [iroperty  and  on  consump- 
tion, and  imposing  on  it  an  income  tax,  from  which 
every  other  class  is  exempted,  would  be  a  departure 
from  thai  system  cf  equal  and  exact  justice,  which 
ought  to  form  the  basis  of  legislation  in  a  free  country. 


of  4trfain  volunteer  corps,  (which  bill  was  before  j  The  third  member  of  the  resolution  proposes  a  tax  on 
tliCf  House  sooio  weeks  ago  for  several  days.)  On  \  the  legal  proceedings  of  courts.  This  tax,  if  confined 
mojijjo  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  this  bill  j  to  the  CourU  of  the  United  States,  would  be  unpro- 


wa|  ijben  so  amended,  as  to  reinstate  it  precisely 
in  £i«  form  iu  H'hich  it  stood  before  it  underwent 
aiw?i5dinent  by  <he  House. 

Ti^e:Commitiee  then  rose,  and  reported  to  the 
Hcij;^-  the  ibiee  bills  they  had  had  under  con- 
sidjrkt^on. 

I'Ife' first  of  jhose  bills,  viz:  the  bill  from  the 
Sehijfl.^.  requmjig  a  draught  for  two  years  of  a 
bodV'^  no'liiiavWas.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of -i^eniucky,  inferred  to  a  select  committee  for 
thejticbnsitieraljon. 

"Jlie. second  of  the  above  bills  being  before  the 
Houie*and  the  question  being  on  the  engrossinc 
of  r^af  ^lll  for  a  ihird  reading — 

"Ji^e^ouse  adjourned  without  deciding  thereon. 
.  •  ;  *  


Satcrdav,  December  3, 


ductive;  if  extended  to  the  State  Court.*,  difficult  in 
the  collection.  It  would  fall  principally  on  the  neces- 
sitous and  unfortunate,  and  produce  collision  with  the 
State  authorities.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  considered 
inexpedient  to  resort  to  either  of  the  proposed  taxes. 
The  following  resolution  is,  therefore,  submitted  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  impose  a  duty 
on  salaried  officers,  on  the  income  of  lawyers,  or  on 
the  proceedings  of  courts  at  law. 

The  rejiort  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MONEYS  RECEIVABLE  FOR  TAXES. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  instructing  them  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law. 
that  any  kind  of  money  paid  by  the  Government 
to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  military  services,  shall  be  receivable  from  the 
people  in  payment  of  taxes,  made  the  following 
report: 


A  ^3i?ssage  fr(im  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  ]|5ie  Senate-have  passed  a  bill  "  to  authorize 
the«j,^n;chase  of;the  library  of  Thomas  Jefi'erson, 
lat4  ^'resident  of  the   United   States;"  in  which  i      That,  under  the  general  power  to  regulate  the  col- 
theVWk  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  '  lection  of  taxes,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  pre- 

W'  >1cKee  reported  a  bill,  givinc^  further  time  P"""e  instructions  to  the  collectors,  in  which  a  uni- 
te ll^purchasfrs  of  public  lands'to  complete  ^°^"}  rule  ^s^to  the  receipt  of  bank-notes  wilM.e  pre- 
lhetr^4yments     and  a   bill   for  the  relief  of  the    "*^""^  - --r„r,....«~       ...i—  .k.. 

heii.>fji  James  Hynum;  which  were  twice  read 
antt'f'-irtimitted. 

fly*  bill  to  attend  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for 
steamy  engines,  was  twtce  read  and  committed. 

!  i,^  INCOME  TAX. 

Mn  Eppes,  fri)m  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meai^,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
Hoii^  of  Representatives,  instructing  them   to 


The  committee  consider  that  it  would  be  un- 
safe to  designate,  by  law,  the  notes  in  which  taxes 
shall  be  received,  and  that  a  due  regard  for  the  public 
interest  requires  that  this  subject  should  be  regulated, 
at  present,  by  instructions  issued,  from  time  to  time, 
from  the  Treasury  Department;  which  may  be  so 
framed,  as  to  unite  the  safety  of  the  revenue  with  the 
accommodation  of  the  individual  citirens.  A  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances  which  produced  the  reso- 
lution drawn  up  by  the  Representatives  of  Tennessee, 
together  with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
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ury,  accompanies  this  report;  and  the  committee  sub- 
mit the  following  resolution  : 

Revived,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  designate,  by 
law,  the  bank  notes  which  shall  be  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  taxes. 

T«EASIET    DBPARTMtBT,   A'oC.  23,    1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  21st  instant,  enclosing  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  the  11th 
instant,  directing  an  inquiry  "  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law,  that  any  kind  of  money  which  may 
be  paid  by  the  Government  to  the  troops  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  military  services,  shall  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment  from  the  people  in  taxes." 

In  the  course  of  an  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  grounds 
of  the  resolution,  I  have  been  favored  with  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Representatives  of  Tennessee  in  Con- 
gress, (of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,)  in  addition  to  the 
general  information  possessed  in  this  Department  ;  and 
I  believe  that  the  facts  of  the  case  are  briefly  these  : 
The  Secretary  of  War,  having  occasion  for  money  to 
pay  the  militia  who  marched  from  Tennessee  against 
the  Creek  Indians,  obtained  a  loan  in  bank  notes,  for 
that  purpose,  from  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe.  Some  of 
these  notes  have  since  been  offered  in  the  payment  of 
taxes  to  the  collectors  of  the  internal  duties  in  the 
State  of  Tcnnes-sce ;  but,  as  the  banks  of  Tennessee 
(where  the  money  collected  for  taxes  is  required  to  be 
deposited)  refuse  to  receive  them  as  cash  deposites,  the 
collectors,  in  their  turn,  refuse  to  receive  them  as  cash 
for  taxes.  Owing  to  the  causes  suggested  in  the  com- 
munication to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and,  per- 
haps, to  other  causes,  perfectly  consistent  with  the 
general  solvency  of  the  Uank  of  Chilicothe,  the  notes 
circulating  in  Tennessee  have  suffered  a  considerable 
depreciation.  They  have  already  been,  it  is  alleged, 
an  object  of  speculation ;  those  paid  by  the  United 
States  to  the  militia  cannot  now  be  distinguished  from 
other  notes  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe  ;  and  any 
attempt  to  give  the  former  a  preference,  in  the  payment 
of  taxes,  would  probably  increase  the  arts  of  specula- 
tion, as  well  as  the  other  inconveniences  of  which  the 
citixens  of  Tennessee  complain. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  case  is,  obviously, 
one  of  great  delicacy.  The  Government  has  passed 
the  notes  at  their  nominal  value  ;  but  it  is  equally 
true,  that  the  Government  is  bound  to  pay  for  them  to 
the  bank  according  to  their  nominal  value.  The  Gov- 
ernment did  not  contract  any  engagement  to  support 
the  credit  of  the  notes,  nor  to  accept  them  in  payment 
of  duties  at  any  subsequent  period;  and  all  the  per- 
sons who  have  accepted  the  notes,  either  in  payment 
from  the  Government,  or  by  transfer  from  the  miUtia, 
have  done  so  voluntarily,  without  any  pretence  of  re- 
liance upon  any  such  engagement.  If,  therefore,  it 
should  be  deemed  proper  to  direct,  by  the  legislative 
authority,  that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe 
shall  be  received  in  payment  for  duties,  the  principle  of 
the  direction  will  be  equally  applicable  to  every  other 
case  where  the  Government  has  paid  its  troops  or  cred- 
itors in  bank  notes,  which  have  afterwards  suffered 
(from  whatever  cause)  a  depreciation  in  credit  or  cir- 
culating value.  The  effect  of  such  a  law,  upon  the 
public  revenues,  need  not  be  particularly  stated. 

Considering  the  subject,  however,  as  a  general  sub- 
ject, meriting  the  serious  attention  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  I  am  preparing  instructions  to  the  collec- 
tors, to  regulate  their  conduct  in  receiving  bank  notes 


for  taxes.  The  design  of  the  ifutructions  will  be,  to 
unite  the  security  of  the  revenue  with  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  banks,  as  well  as  of  individual  citizens,  dur- 
ing the  disordered  condition  of  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  country  ;  and,  in  making  this  arrangemenl,  I 
•hall  be  highly  gratified  to  find  that  the  views  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  under  consideration  can  be  ac- 
complished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
J.  W.  Eppks,  Chairman,  4-c. 

Co!VGR£SB  Hall,  yovember,  1814. 
Sir  :  It  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  be  informed  of 
the  situation  of  the  banks  in  the  Sute  of  Tenneasee. 
There  are  two  banks  in  that  State — one  at  Knoxville, 
and  the  other  at  Nashville;  both  of  them  of  unques- 
tionable credit  and  solvency.  No  suspension  has  taken 
place  of  specie  payments,  nor  do  we  beheve  any  sikS' 
pension  will  take  place. 

With  respect  to  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe,  in  the  notes 
of  which  most  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  have  been  paid,  we 
can  only  observe,  that  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  its 
solvency  and  ability  to  discharge  its  respective  engage- 
ments, so  far  as  we  have  been  informed  ;  but  the  notes 
I  would    not  circulate    without    considerable    discount. 
This,  we  think,  was  produced   in  consequence  of  the 
I  course  of  trade  being  from  the  Southwest,  Eastwardly, 
and  Northeast,  and  money  was  not  wanted   at  Chili- 
'  cothe  by  the  citizens  of  the  mercantile  towns  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  not  by  any  doubt  existing  of  the  solvency 
of  the  bank. 

As  these  notes  do  not  suit  the  commercial  relations 
;  existing  between  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  and  the 
{  Eastern  States,  we  do  not  wish  them  to  be  further 
'  used  in  the  payment  of  troops  there. 

The  refusal,  by  the   Government,  to  receive  them 
'  again   in   the  payment  of  taxes,  has  necessarily  pro- 
duced considerable  irritation,  and  it  is  believed,  by  some 
of  the  people  there,  to  be  an  intentional  attempt  to  im- 
,  pose  on  them. 

I  The  spirit  of  patriotism  and  military  ardor,  now  ex- 
;  isting  in  as  high  a  degree  as  in  any  part  of  the  United 
I  States,  is  sinking  under  the  injustice  of  this  measure. 
!  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

P.  W.  HUMPHREYS, 
JOHN  H.  BOWER, 
THOS.  K.  HARRIS, 
N.  CANNON. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OF  NOAH  SHAW. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Noah 
Shaw,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  factji  necessary  for  forming  an  opinion  on 
the  case,  are  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  which  accompanies  this  report.  From 
this  statement  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  is  not  en- 
titled to  relief  under  the  special  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  second  day  of  January,  1812;  and  that  the 
former  Secretary  refused,  under  the  general  law  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1797,  to  remit  the  forfeiture  incurred  by 
the  petitioner,  on  the  ground,  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
his  satisfaction  that  the  forfeiture  was  incurred  without 
wilful  negligence,  or  any  intention  of  fraud.  On  a 
review  of  the  circumstances,  the  committee  concur  in 
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ogiiS^n  with  tho  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that 
t^'X-^titioner  is  not  entitled  to  relief.  The  following 
rcvcjiriion  is  therefore  submitted. 

■  ?f-Ao/rf(/,  That   the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
n(k^o  be  grarOc'd. 


*" 


ir 


Thi 


lEASiRT  Department, 

^'oveinber  4,  1814. 

**ii:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I 
h^pii  Hie  honor  to  state,  from  the  documents  which  ac- 
CGiilitirty  the  reierence  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
>fclji:'i  and  from  the  farts  ascertained  at  the  Treasury 
D»|i.-tmcnt.  that,  in  the  1813,  Noah  Shaw,  on  behalf 
ofittnnuel  Salsbury  and  A.  P.  Cleaveland,  of  Boston, 
pr?Aiited  a  petition  to  the  judge  of  the  district  court 
for  Mje  district  of  Vermont,  setting  forth,  that  SaUbury 
*R3#"leaveland,  on  the  'Jth  of  June,  181 1,  had  imported 
inl<4ihe  province  of  Upj)er  Canada,  from  Liverpool,  in 
Eji;  .,ind,  certain  goods,  specified  in  the  invoice  an- 
nc;^t),  which  they  afteiwards,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
18g,  imported  into  Burlington,  in  the  district  of  Ver- 
wnof*",  that  the  goods  l)eing  owned  by  citizens,  were 
ittii^ted  into  Canada  on  board  of  a  ship  which  de- 
par^  from  Liverpool  b<  tween  the  23d  of  June  and  the 
15^  >l  September,  to  wit .  on  the  1st  of  August,  181 1 ; 
anii<Lat  the  ^'oods  were  purchased  in  Cireat  Britain 
b«i)-o  the  war  was  then-  known  to  exist. 

:1^iat,  on   the  20th  of  ISovember,    1 8 13,  the  district 
jujlSfo"  certiiieil  to  the   iSecretiry  of  the   Treasury  the  , 
peiu^cn  and  the  proofs,  but  he  made  no  statement  of 
ftfi^.  and,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1814,  the  Secretary  of 
thf  jp^easury  decided,  in   form,  not  to  remit  the  for-  ' 
fefti^K   incurred  by  the  importation  of  the  goods  into  ' 
thf  .United  States.  ! 

•I^wh  it  app.-ars  by  the  petition  which  Noah  Shaw  , 
t%  |>*-fently  p.esented  tj  Congress,  that  Salsbury  and  j 
Cj^  jvfUand  had  sold  the  goods  to  B.  and  C.  Adams,  on  [ 
th*  tii  of  Sep'enib«r,  1812,  from  whom  they  were  pur- 
cmA^l  by  Noah  Shaw,  on  the  11th  of  January,  1813,  [ 
w^lj  fc  view  to  the  importation,  which  he  efiected  in 
thf  <  ia«uing  month  of  .March. 

*tg,"n  these  facts  I  lake  the  liberty  to  offer  the  foi- 
lowj'tf  observations,  for  the  consideration  of  the  com-  ! 

}'.'  i'hat,  from  the  terms  of  the  petition  to  the  district 
ju^/yt-,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Shaw  intended  to  seek  re- 
li<fe^A^  for  Salibury  and  Cleaveland,  under  the  special  | 
•dtyf  the  2d  of  January,  1813,  directing  the  remission 
on.*j<nain  forfeitures ;  and  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
i«4tt«^refore,  for  relief  according  to  the  law  in  such 
ca;;^iuade  ami  provided.    The  case,  however,  was  cer- 


then,  he  would  not  have  decided  the  case,  but  he  would 
have  returned  it  to  the  district  judge,  to  undergo 
the  necessary  revision  and  amendment  in  point  of 
form.  Nor  does  it  appear,  from  any  itf formation  with- 
in my  reach,  that  the  Secretary  decided  the  case  upon 
«ny  doubt  of  his  jurisdiction  to  remit  the  forfeiture. 
The  case  must  therefore  be  deemed  to  have  been  de- 
cided on  its  merits ;  and  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  being  once  executed,  the  department  can- 
not afterwards  modify,  or  rescind,  or  change,  the  de- 
cision. 

It  will  remain,  upon  this  general  view  of  the  subject, 
for  the  committee  to  decide,  whether  the  petitioner 
ought  to  be  recommended  for  relief  to  Congress.  The 
danger  of  giving  n  sanction  to  speculations  which  in- 
volve an  unauthorized  intercourse  with  the  enemy, 
and  the  tendency  of  such  speculations  to  cover  and 
countenance  the  worst  kind  of  smuggling,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  duly  considered.  If,  indeed,  the  case  had 
been  originally  presented  for  my  official  interposition, 
I  should  have  reflected  well  before  I  decided,  that,  in 
principle,  and  in  circumstances,  it  was  entitled  to  the 
equitable  relief  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1797. 
That  act  was  meant  to  provide  for  cases  of  mere  acci- 
dent or  misfortune,  and  for  cai<es  uncontaminated  by 
any  fraudulent  intention,  when  the  necessary  rigor  of 
the  general  law  would  become,  in  the  particular  in- 
stance, an  instrument  of  hardship  and  cruelty.  But 
no  man  is  ever  permitted  to  obtain  relief  in  the  courts 
of  justice,  upon  a  claim  founded  in  his  own  wilful  vio- 
lation of  the  law  ;  and  it  would  he  an  extraordinary, 
and,  I  presume,  a  novel  application  of  the  equitable 
powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury-,  to  legitimate 
a  trade  with  the  enemy,  through  the  medium  of  remit- 
ting penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  a  breach  of 
the  non-importation  acts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Epp£8,  Chairman,  4rc. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  ARMV. 

The  Houae  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "  making  further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  made  a  motion,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  strike  out  uf  the  bill  that 
part  of  it  which  makes  binding  the  enlistment  of 
all  persons  from  eighteen  to  til'ty  years  of  age. 

A  long  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  King, 
of  Massachusetts,  Ward,  Grosvenor,  and  Web- 


taj.,^  not  embraced  by  the  special  act;  for  the  goods     STER,  were  the  principal  speakers  at^ainst  the  bill; 

w»f^   not  imported  into  the   United  Slates   from  the  "  "'  "  ~  ^      ' 

UjtMeMl  Kingdom  of  Crcal  Britain  and  Ireland ;  they 

wj^J  not  ship{)ed  on  board  of  a  vessel  which  departed 

tbj^'rom  between   the  23d  of  June   and  the    15th  of 

S<{'^,'4iiber,    l^jl2;   and,  so   far   as   respects  Mr.  Shaw, 


and  Messrs.  Fisk,  Shari'.  and  Barnett.  its  prin- 
cipal defenders. 

Mr.  Cyrl-3   King,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  to 
the  House  some  observations  on  the  bill  now  un- 
der discussion,  in  connexion  with  oLlier  military 
bills  and  some  of  the  revenue  bills,  which  have 
been  reported,  as  I  deem  the  whole  of  your  war 
system  either  against  the  enemy  or  the  people  of 
this  country.  This  mode  of  considering  the  sub- 
ject will  do  justice  to  the  Administration,  and  to 
„        .  ,  .     ibf'r  friends  in  the  respective  Houses  of  Congress. 

fr^w|l.  It  doea  iiot  appear  that  the  late  Secretary  ob-  And  this  justice  I  am  disposed  to  render  to  them, 
i^mUl'i  merely  to  an  irregularity  in  the  mooe  of  exhib-  j  notwithstanding  I  believe  that,  by  some  of  their 
iU«"^ihe  facu,  or  of  transmitting  the  documents;  for,  j  past  acts,  they  have  proved  thenvselves  the  very 


th»:j(t>ner  at  Wie  time  of  the  importation,  the  purchase 
of'**^  g«>«ds  wan  made  long  after  the  war  was  known 
totji^t  at  the  place  of  purchase. 

^  That,  alth(,ugh  the  case  was  not  embraced  by  the 
spiral  act,  it  became,  properly,  a  question,  whether 
thj».^^»'cretary  of  the  Treasury  was  authorized  to  remit, 
or^iitigate,  tb«  forfeiture,  under  the  general  law  of 
thW'i  of  Mar^^i,  1797,  i(",  in  his  opinion,  it  was  incur- 
red   vvithout   v^flful    negligence,  or  any   intention    of 
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worst  enemies  of  the   American    people.     This    field  ;  I.  therefore,  have  the  right,  and  will  shear 
view,  sir.  I  wish  to  submit  to  the  House,  if  it  be  |  the  wolf. 


possible  steadily  to  look  at  this  system  of  military 
conscription,  and  of  oppressive  taxation,  and  not 
startle  at  the  destruction  with  which  it  threatens 
our  country. 

A  sagacious  political  writer,  in  speaking  of  the 
errors  and  oppressions  of  rulers,  has  remarked, 
that  the  necessity  of  any  Government  is  the 
greatest  reflection  upon  the  virtue  of  the  people; 
but,  sir,  with  all  due  deference.  I  never  shall  con- 
sider that  as  the  greatest  reflection,  as  long  as  a 
people  can  be  found  so  degraded,  so  regardless  of 
their  own  interest  and  importance,  as  to  tolerate 
an  Administration  after  they  shall  have  failed  to 
accomplish  the  very  end  of  their  institution,  and 
shall  have  raised  their  parricidal  arm  against  the 
very  instrument  by  which  they  have  their  exist- 
ence. That  this  is  the  case  with  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, a  litde  more  reflection,  and  some 
more  suffering,  if  it  be  possible  to  add  to  it,  will 
convince  the  American  people. 

Take,  if  you  please,  sir.  ihe  ordinary  evidence 
of  a  well-ad  ministered  Government,  respect  abroad 
and  prosperity  at  home,  and  ask  yourself  if  this 
Administration  have  continued  these  blessings  to 
this  nation.  That  our  form  of  Government,  when 
correctly  administered  agreeably  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, is  capable  of  producing,  and  for  a  time  con- 
tinuing, these  national  blessings,  we  have  the 
splendid  example  of  the  Adrainistrationsof  Wash- 
ington, and  of  Adams,  before  his  fail.  Are  you 
now  respected  abroad?  No,  sir,  there  is  not  a 
nation,  not  a  crowned  head  in  Europe,  that  is 
friendly  towards  you.     I  ask  pardon,  sir,  there  is 

fierhaps  one — I  mean  the  great  Emperor  of  the 
ittle  island  of  Elba;  but  even  he  is  now  said, 
like  Milton's  devil,  to  eye  you  askance,  and  to 
grin  horribly  at  the  destruction  which  he  has 
brought  upon  you.  How  you  alienated  foreign 
nations  from  you  is  now  matter  of  history;  by 
constantly  aiding  the  attempts  of  the  late  fell 
tyrant  of  Europe  at  universal  empire,  your  desti- 
nies were  united  with  his,  and  you  must  now 
expect  to  share  with  him  the  general  detestation 
of  mankind.  But,  sir,  what  will  forever  fix  your 
character  in  Europe,  and  I  think  your  doom  at 
home,  is  your  rash  declaration  of  war  at  the  time 
you  did  it; — thus,  like  willing  slaves,  binding 
yourselves  to  the  then  triumphal  car  of  the  en- 
slaver of  nations.  Yes.  sir.  you  courageously  de- 
clared your  war  when  you  supposed  the  imperial 
tyrant  had  his  victim  bound  at  his  feet,  and  the 
sword  out  and  whetted  that  was  to  be  plunged 
into  her  vitals.  You  then  magnanimously  ex- 
pected to  be  in  at  the  death  and  share  the  spoils. 
Sir,  the  rashness  and  folly  of  this  Administra- 
tion, on  that  occasion,  forcibly  reminds  us  of  the 
fable  of  the  madman,  who  undertook  to  shear  a 
wolf.  What,  exclaimed  his  friends,  shear  a  wolf ! 
Have  you  considered  the  danger  and  difficulty  of 
the  undertaking,  and  the  little  profit  you  are  like- 
ly to  gain  if  you  succeed  ?  No,  says  the  mad- 
man, I  have  considered  nothing  but  the  right  .' 
The  Sovereign  of  the  Universe  has  given  to  man 
dominion  over  the  beasts  of  the  forest  and  of  the 


So  this  Administration,  believing  that  the  im- 
perial robber  of  France  had  the  royal  bull  of 
England  by  the  horns,  thought  they  had  a  right, 
this  a  favorable  opportunity,  and  attempted  to 
shear  him  ;  but.  most  unfortunately  for  them,  the 
royal  beast  broke  from  the  imperial  robber,  trod 
him  under  foot,  and  is  now  pushing,  with  full 
vigor,  at  poor  Mr.  Madison  and  his  friends. 

Have  you.  sir,  been  more  fortunate  at  home,  in 
continuing  the  prosperity  of  this  country  and  of 
its  citizens?  The  bankruptcy  of  your  Treasury, 
and  the  misery  and  groans  of  the  people,  pro- 
nounce an  awful  negative  to  this  question.  Still, 
in  this  ruined  stale  of  the  country,  and  impover- 
ished situation  of  the  people,  you  call  upon  them 
for  more  men  and  more  money.  For  this  pur- 
pose numerous  tax  bills  and  military  bills  have 
been  reported.  And  with  these  facts  siaring  him 
in  the  face,  your  new  Secretary,  the  fresh  hand 
at  the  Treasury  bellows,  who  has  labored  so  hard 
to  blow  up  public  credit,  had  the  effrontery  to 
declare,  in  his  first  report,  that  the  resources  of 
the  nation  remain  almost  untouched  by  the  hand 
of  the  Government;  because  I  suppose  his  hand 
had  not  before  touched  them.  And  this,  sir,  is 
one  of  the  evils  attendant  on  ihe  perpetual  fluc- 
tuation of  officers  in  some  of  your  departments. 
No  sooner  is  one  leach  brushed  from  the  veins  of 
the  people  than  a  fresh  one  is  fastened  on  them, 
to  suck  the  last  drop  of  their  blood. 

You  attempt  to  raise  a  revenue  in  two  ways — 
by  direct  and  indirect  taxes — though  the  genius 
of  tlie  Administration.  I  think,  leads  them  to  the 
indirect  mode,  ihat  the  hand  of  the  Government 
should  as  seldom  as  possible  be  seen  by  the  peo- 
ple while  they  are  picking  their  pockets.  The 
justice  of  this  mode  may  well  be  questioned. 
When  you  impose  a  direct  tax  every  citizen 
knows  what  he  has  to  pay  ;  but  when  you  tax 
articles  in  the  hand  of  the  manufacturer,  the  re- 
tailer, or  the  merchant,  they  add  what  they  please, 
certainly  never  less  than  the  tax,  for  advance  of 
money  and  interest;  and  thus  the  citizen  is  often 
obliged  to  pay  more  than  double  the  araouof  of 
the  tax.  Though  indeed,  sir.  in  the  present  im- 
poverished situation  of  the  people.  I  can  see  but 
little  other  difference  in  the  two  modes  of  taxa- 
tion than  between  petit  larceny  and  robbery. 
The  disposition  that  would  induce  an  Adminis- 
tration, at  a  time  like  this,  to  adopt  the  indirect 
mode  would  urge  an  unfortunate  being,  in  hum- 
ble  life,  clandestinely  to  pick  a  pocket  or  rob  a 
hen  roost;  and  the  evil  genius  that  would  impel 
the  former  to  resort  to  the  direct  mode,  would 
embolden  the  latter  to  attack  the  citizen,  and  de- 
mand his  money  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  or 
the  muzzle  of  the  pistol. 

[Mr.  King  was  here  cautioned  by  the  honora- 
ble Speaker  not  to  violate  that  order  and  deco- 
rum in  debate  which  the  rules  of  the  H<  use  re- 
quire. Thanking  the  honorable  Speaker  for  the 
caution,  Mr.  K.  replied:  This,  sir,  is  a  subject 
which  I  never  vill  debate  but  with  the  Constitu- 
tion in  my  hand.     I  will  boldly  march  to  the  ex- 
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X^me  verg?  of  its  powers,  and  ihere  be  ready,  at 
Q^  times,  to  give  to  ray  political  opponents  a 
j^f.ctical  iliusiratiori  of  my  ideas  of  the  rights  of 
^;Jtiepreseutative  and  of  the  privilege  of  a  mem- 
\tgi ,  I  never  will  wantonly  invade  the  territory 
Jljr^  my  adversary,  nor,  without  a  struggle,  be 
Sf'iveQ  from  ray  own.] 

*:'^0a  the  subject  of  taxes,  sir,  your  President,  in 
i/"^  prst  Mi'ssage  at  this  session,  j-ays  :  'We  have 
']{««•  Q  them  (the  people)  everywhere  paying  their 
'.  ^xes,  direqt  and  indirect,  with  the  greatest  alac- 
f.r^ty."  Anpl  the  lute  Secretary,  Mr.  Campbell, 
idg  his  pjtch  from  the  President,  celebrates  in 
same  strain,  "  the  promptitude  and  cheerful- 
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according  to  the  discipline   prescribed  by  Con- 
gress."    Also — '  To  provide  for  calling  f 
militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  ifni 


gress."     Also — •  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the 

"aws  0 
'  press  insurrections,  and   repel  invasion."     And 


won,  sup- 


ii4»s  with  lirhich  the  present  taxes  are  paid." 
VJ'iiat  reward,  said  Mr.  K.,  do  the  people  receive 
ft^  all  this  iJairiotism  and  devotion  to  their  coun- 
{li?  You  flouble  their  burdens,  and  increase 
fe^r  exactijins.  You  have  resolved  to  double 
V^r  land  tp,  making  it  six  millions  of  dollars; 
redouble  thj!  auction  and  carriage  taxes;  to  add 
fiJLy  per  cent,  to  the  taxes  on  the  retailers,  and  on 
\lp  postage  sof  letters  and  newspapers;  it  is  nat- 
u^L  sir,  that  you  should  increase  the  latter  tax; 
y.  taxing  lije  press,  many  of  the  people  will  Le 
tiinvpeUed  U)  give  up  their  newspapers,  and  thus 
i»i»lcss  able  \o  scrutinize  the  conduct  of  this  Ad- 
nijfiiistrationl  On  domestic  distilled  spirits,  you 
k  'vc  increased  the  tax  four  hundred  per  cent.. 
tnjL  the  peoj)le  should  obtain  a  drop  of  comfort 
fi"^'m  that  source.  And,  to  crown  the  whole,  you 
L\ve  resolved  to  add  twenty-one  new  items  to 
)fj.^l  list  of  taxable  articles.  Many  of  which, 
tfBfb.  as  the  tuxes  on  hats,  leather,  nails,  iron,  <Scc^, 
1' Jl  iall  peculiarly  heavy  on  those  who  are  poorly 
iiblcjto  pay.  If  such  be  the  reward  of  their  pa- 
U;^t;>m,  you  will  compel  the  people  to  try  the 
t.i)fitc  of  a  manly  re^isiance  to  such  oppression. 

IJUt  bap,)^,  happy  would  it  be  for  this  dis- 
ij^'c'd,  this  devoted  people,  if  after  thus  depriv- 
ij»g|it^iem  of  their  property,  in  many  cises  of  their 
L'P^ dollar,  il>is  Administration  would  be  satisfied. 
Ky,  but  the  -people  must  then  bestow  their  ser- 
vicej.,  must  .\urrender  their  bodies,  and  spill  their 
^hyd  for  these  ungrateful  men,  in  carrying  on 
i^ii'.  ruinous  war.  For  this  purpose  sundry  mili- 
t^fv  bills  h^ve  been  reported;  the  three  principal 
fii^Y  ^^  described  as  the  conscription  bill  of  the 
5|»iiaie;  the  conscription  bill  of  the  House;  and 
liijt  oow  under  consideration,  the  minor  conscrin- 
l)li  bill.  * 

;^^he  great  objectwn  to  all  these  bills  is.  that 
t»i5y  confound  the  distinction  made  in  the  Con- 
sfijuiion  between  the  regular  army  and  the  mili- 
tl^;  a  subject  upon  which  no  mistakes  can  be 
mAi«-  except  such  da.  are  wilful.  How  did  your 
predecessors,  and  how  ought  you  to  exercise  the 
Ct^slituiional  power  of  raising  armies  ?  By  vol- 
uujtity  enlistment  of  persons  capable  ofcontract- 
ioj^i  J'or  enlistment  is  only  a  contract.  Congress 
hiii'power  ''To  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
'  asd  discipliniog  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
'  s»,cb  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
'  Siirvice  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the 
'  i^^ies  respectively  the  appointment  of  the  offi- 
'  c^ijs,  and  ibie  authority  of  training  the  miiiua 


when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  shall  be  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  thereof.  Now,  sir.  Congress  has  already 
passed  law?  for  organizing  the  militia  into  divis- 
ions, brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  compa- 
nies, and  they  have  been  organized  accordingly. 
Also,  for  arming  the  militia,  and  which  you  have 
partially  executed  ;  and  for  some  of  the  other 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  Constitution.  They 
are  then,  sir,  by  your  Constitution  and  laws,  and 
they  were  such  in  most  of  the  Slates  l)efore  the 
Constitution  was  adopted,  or  your  laws  enacted, 
an  independent,  organized,  armed,  and  disciplined 
corps,  in  the  respective  States,  with  an  inde- 
pendent Commander-in-Chief  over  each.  And, 
sir,  Congress  can  now  approach  them  in  no  other 
form,  nor  through  any  other  channel  than  that  of 
this  independent  commander  ;  any  law  or  laws  of 
Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Now,  sir,  what  do  your  first  two  bills  contem- 
plate?    That  from  the  Senate,  which  is  drawn 
with  great  art.  and  may  be  abused  to  the  worst  o{ 
purposes,  does  indeed  call  upon  the  Executives  of 
the  States  for  their  respective  quotas  of  the  mili- 
tia required,  but  after  that  we  hear  no  more  of 
the  State  authority.     The  second  section  divides 
the  whole  militia  into  as  many  classes  as  there  are 
soldiers  required  from  each   State,  ordering  each 
class  to  furnish  one;  the  third  section  directs  the 
commanders  of  companies  what  persons  to  enrol, 
and  to  make  their  returns  to  the  Adjutant  General 
of  the  United  States;  he  is  to  send  his  orders  to 
the  commanders  of  brigades,  and   these  again  to 
the  commanders  of  regiments,  who  are  to  issue 
their   orders  to  commanders  of  companies,  and 
they  to  see  the  draught  made.     And   these  Stale 
officers  over  whom  you  have  no  legal  control,  till 
called  into  your  service, are  to  be  fined,  imprisoned, 
and   cashiered,  if  they  do   not  obey  your   illegal 
mandates:  and   all  this  without   consulting  their 
Constitutional  Commanders-in-Chief.     Now,  sir, 
it  is  very  certain,  that  if  they  do  obey  those  man- 
dates, they  will    be  liable   to  fine  and   imprison- 
ment, under  the  Slate  laws;  you   therefore  place 
them  between  two  fires.     And  thus  the  poor  mili- 
tia officers  are  to  be  cut  up,  whether  they  obey  or 
disobey. 

But,  sir,  the  conscription  bill  of  the  House  is 
still  more  destructive  of  our  militia;  it  goes,  sir, 
to  disband  the  whole ;  to  melt  it  down  to  one 
common  mass  ;  and  out  of  this  chaos  makes  up 
little  squads  of  twenty-five,  each  of  which  is, 
under  severe  penalties,  to  furnish  a  man  during 
the  war  for  the  regular  army.  If,  sir,  you  have 
a  right  thus  to  take  a  twenty-fifth,  you  may  take 
the  whole,  and  convert  the  whole  militia  into  a 
standing  or  regular  army,  under  the  command  of 
y^our  President— thus  completely  annihilating  the 
State  sovereignties.  The  great  mistake,  is,  sir, 
that  you  undertake  to  command  the  militia  before 
they  are.  according  to  the  Constitution,  called  into 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States!     To  illus- 
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trate  my  meaning,  suppose  the  case  of  two  inde- 
pendent commanders  under  your  laws,  where  one, 
m  case  of  necessity,  is  required  to  support  the 
other :  take,  if  you  please,  the  case  of  General 
Izard  and  General  Brown.     The  latter  has  occa- 


were  the  feelings  of  the  father,  when  the  cold 
politician  could  recommend  such  a  horrid  prin- 
ciple ;  nay  a  father  could  not,  a  christian  would 
not  do  it. 

And,  sir,  besides  outraging  the  best  feelings  of 


sion  for  a  thousand    men  from   the  command    of  ^  the  heart,  the  principle  violates  several  important 
the  former;  according  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,    provisions  of  the  Constitution.     Suppose,  sir,  an 


Brown  calls  upon  Izard  for  that  number ;  but.  lest 
Izard  should  not  comply,  he  directs  Izard's  sub- 
ordinate officers,  without  consulting  their  com- 
mander, to  send  him  the  number  required,  and 
threatens  to  cashier  them  if  they  do  not  instantly 
comply  ;  or.  according  to  the  principle  of  the  bill 
of  the  House.  Brown  goes  to  Izard's  army,  dis- 
bands the  whole,  cuts  it  up  into  twenty-fives,  and 
takes  one  man  from  each.  Do  you  suppose,  sir, 
that  such  orders  or  such  conduct  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  ?  Are  they  not  subversive  of  all  mili- 
tary subordination,  and  destructive  to  our  militia 
— the  guardians  of  our  rights  and  liberties?  I 
again  repeat,  sir.  that  the  militia  of  each  State  are 
an  independent,  organized,  and  armed  corps,  with 
an  independent  Commander-in-Chief  over  each  ; 
that  you  must  approacli  them  as  such  ;  and  1  will 
add,  that  if  you  attempt  to  do  it  in  any  other  man- 
ner, you  will  be  received  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet. 

The  necessity  of  considering  the  militia  in  this 


opposer  of  the  Constitution  had  inquired  of  its 
friends,  before  its  adoption,  how  the  power  to 
raise  armies  was  to  be  exercised  ;  his  answer  must 
have  been  by  the  voluntary  and  fair  enlistment 
of  persons  capable  of  contracting;  this  would 
have  satisfied  the  parent,  master,  and  guardian, 
because  they  would  have  shown  that  their  wards, 
apprentices,  and  children,  under  twenty-one,  were 
incapable  of  forming  such  contract.  Can  you 
then.sir,  against  common  law  and  common  right, 
by  any  act  of  yours,  confer  a  capacity  to  enlist, 
or  contract,  which  did  not  exist  at  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Constitution  ?  Sir,  the  illustration  so 
pointedly  stated  by  my  honorable  friend  and  col- 
league (Mr.  Ward)  m  a  different  manner,  re- 
specting married  women,  had  occurred  to  me,  in 
relation  to  their  inability  to  contract.  You  have 
occasion,  in  your  armies,  for  women  to  attend  the 
sick,  and  to  nurse  some  of  your  old  generals ;  sup- 
pose you  should,  by  law.  attempt  to  authorize 
your  officers  to  recruit  some  women  for  these  De- 


light is  apparent,  it  is  the  physical  force  of  the    cessary  purposes,  and  as  married  women  are  gen 


State  to  defend  it  against  all  aggressions,  liable  to 
be  called  upon  at  a  moment's  warning  ;  but  if  the 
United  States  can  thus  interfere  with  it  at  plea- 
sure, take  i>uch  part  as  they  please,  and  garble  it 
to  suit  their  purposes,  they  will  ruin  the  system, 
and  deprive  the  States  of  their  only  protection. 
A  State  suddenly  invaded,  and  an  instant  call 
upon  an  adjoining  State  becomes  necessary,  what 
will  you  do  without  an  organized  militia,  to  fiy 
to  the  relief  of  such  State  ?  Or  what  will  you  do 
for  one,  if  your  present  plans  are  adopted  ?  Be- 
sides, sir,  is  not  the  State  commander  of  the  mili- 
tia the  best  judge  from  what  part  of  his  command, 
on  a  call,  the  troops  can  most  safely  be  detached  ? 
But  your  plans  go  to  take  the  militiamen  indis- 
criminately from  every  part  of  the  State,  although 
a  large  proportion  of  them  may  be  on  duty,  or  a 
part  of  the  State  invaded.  Such  arbitrary  plans 
can  only  be  calculated  to  destroy  the  militia  sys- 
tem, and  of  course  the  sovereignties  of  the  States. 
The  militia  system  of  New  England,  sir,  is  al- 
most coeval  with  its  settlement,  and  I  trust  in 
God,  and  on  the  valor  of  her  sons,  that  it  will  be 
co-extensive  with  her  existence. 

But,  sir,  the  principle  embraced  in  the  minor 
conscription  bill,  is  the  most  inhuman,  immoral, 
and  oppressive,  that  ever  was  attempted  to  be  es- 


erally  most  experienced,  you  should  instruct  your 
officers  to  contract  with  such,  without  the  consent 
of  their  husbands.  Do  you  suppose  that  such  a 
law  ought  to  be  executed  ?  Should  you  imagine 
it  Constitutional?  If  not,  neither  is  it  so  in  re- 
gard of  minors,  for  they  no  more  than  married 
women,  can,  by  law,  contract;  nor  can  you  any 
more  confer  the  capacity  upon  the  one,  than 
upon  the  other. 

Besides,  sir,  by  the  Constitution,  "  no  State 
shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts;"  you  will  not  contend  that  this  prohi- 
bition to  the  several  States,  confers  the  power  on 
the  United  States;  because,  but  for  the  prohibi- 
tion, it  would  have  been  reserved  to  the  States  or 
people,  though,  I  trust  in  God.  never  to  have  been 
exercised.  But  pass  this  law,  and  you  not  only 
impair,  but  dissolve  a  thousand  solemn  contracts, 
now  authorized  by  law,  between  parents,  masters, 
and  guardians.  You  attempt  to  do  more — impi- 
ously to  sever  that  tie  between  parents  and  chil- 
dren, formed  by  the  finger  of  God,  in  the  heart  of 
man. 

It  is  no  answer  to  say  that  the  master  is  to  receive 
part  of  the  bribe,  which  is  to  entice  his  appren- 
tice from  him;  for  we  deny  your  right  thus  lo 
entice  or  enlist  him.     It  is  well   that  you  do  not 


tablished  by  this,  and,  of  course,  by  any  other  as-  I  thus  insult  the  parent  by  offering  him  some  of  the 


sembly,  called  deliberative.  I  mean,  sir,  the  au 
Ibority  intended  to  be  given  to  your  recruiting 
officers  lo  enlist  minors,  without  the  consent,  or 
even  against  the  will  of  the  parent,  master  or 
guardian  ;  in  other  words,  and  in  effect,  if  carried, 
10  steal  the  ward  from  the  guardian,  entice  the 
apprentice  from  his  master,  and  to  seduce  the 
child  from  his  parent;  and  thus  destroy,  -'all  ihe 
chanties  of  father,   son,  and   brother."'     Where 


pieces  of  silver,  which  are  to  betray  bis  child 
from  him — the  price  of  blood.  Though  he  too 
has  a  property  in  the  service  of  the  child  till 
twenty-one,  which  you  cannot  lake  "'for  public 
use  without  just  compensation." 

Believe  me,  sir,  as  your  laws  now  stand,  this 
war  has  already  introduced  into  private  families, 
too  much  distress.  On  this  very  subject  ot  en- 
listing minors,  the  most  inhuman  and  distressing 
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yjcjls  have  been  perpetrated  by  some  of  your  re- 
(SrUiting  otRcers.     Minors  have  been  often  enlisted 

;^ithoui  the  consent  of  their  parents;  and  when 
ii\tse  parents  have  demanded  them  ofyouroflS- 
ceirs,  they  lihve  laughed  them  to  scorn;  and  when 

"Hbey  have  (Jailed  in  the  civil  authority  to  enforce 

iihfU  demands,  it   has  been   resisted   by  force  of 

'•^fos ;  and  the  unhappy  youth  marched  off,  in  the 

'(Jf-ad  of  night,  and  concealed  from  his  parent. 
f^od  when,  dri^ten  by  the  severity  of  his  officers, 
\*e  suffering  child  has  fled  to  his  paternal  man- 
ofon  for  protection,  that  mansion,  the  castle  of 
1^$  parent,  has  been  surrounded  at  night  by  ruf- 

"^iK  soldier.-s.  its  sanctity  violated,  its  doors  burst 
oji^n.  and  tbe  struggling  child  torn  from  the  arms 
ot-  his  distracted    mother.     Another   instance.   I 

■feisDW.  where  a  child,  enticed  away  and  enlisted, 
r^n  to  the  arms  of  his  father  for  safety — the  father 

•aJJi'd  son  were  waylaid  by  armed  soldiers  in  the 
Ti^ods,  were   attacked   with   swords  and   pistols, 

:a.7ji  the  suffering  child  forcibly  taken  from  the 
N^vunded  parent. 

•  jlf  these  cruelties  are  inflicted  contrary  to  law, 
•'■^p^iat  accuroulation  of  distress  may  we  not  anti- 
cipate, when  they  shall  be  authorized  by  law? 
lispeak  of  facts  which  I  do  know,  of  distresses  of 
(jtily  occurjrence,  of  crimes  which  have  wrung 
nie  father'.'!  heart  with  anguish,  and  filled  his 
lil«]«e  witli^misery  and  woe. 

"•This  act,;sir,  authorizes  your  recruiting  officers 
K^enlist  into  your  army,  any  free,  effective,  able- 
Wlted  mart  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
fif^\^     Now,  sir.  what  kind  of  a  free,  able-bodied 
ntdn,  is  a  stapling  of  eighteen,  under  the  author- 
i»j  of  his  parent,  or  bound  toa  master.  I  agree  with  | 
t»<?   honorable  gentleman   from   Kentucky,  (Mr.  I 
jloi  K1N3.)  Iwhose  zeal  and  intelligence  I   have  j 
hjt^n  admired,  (they,  I  think,  were  misapplied 

jre.)  that  khe  minor  contemplated  by  this  bill, 
S  -Dot  i 

it  I  '•  The  infant 

•  Jrlewling  afid  puling  in  h'u  nurse*8  arms." 

J  ^or,  sir,  ^ao,  or  ought  he  to  be — a 
I  ' ;  !  "  Soldier, 

i  jYull  of  slr^ge  oathis,  and  bearded  like  the  pard, 
ijcialous  idshonor,  sudden  and  quick  in  quarrel, 

•  ^t«eking  thje  bubble  reputation 
.  ^ren  in  iUe  cannon's  mouth." 

'  •!  would  ijsk  that   honorable  gentleman,  what 
^'(|ll  a   stripling  would  do   in  battle,  opposed  to 

!ii^  huge  frame  and  nervous  arm  ?  Could  he  turn 
Hi  bayonyt,or  stop  the  descending  sword  ?  Be- 
i5te  me.  h(»  could  not.  No,  sir,  boys  of  that  age 
rsjtiijot  bear*  the  hardships  of  a  camp,  much  less 
^ik  ihey  wijhstand  the  shock  of  battle,  or  breast 
jlji  >torm  o(  war. 

!  ♦Sf  what  I  have  urged  will  not  induce  you  to 
iiett  the  progress  of  this  bill,  I  appeal  to  you — I 
|>Aieech  you.  as  friends  of  humanity,  to  spare  the 
tv<'f\  which. the  passage  of  this  law  will  cause  to 
^1^  ;  I  appeal  to  you  as  fathers,  by  every  endear- 
"tie  which  binds  you  to  your  children,  not  to 
jrive  thfc  ^ged  parent  of  the  child  of  his  youth, 
#^;5uppori  ond  solace  of  his  declining  years-lest 
Vf^l  bring  fii.?  gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.  ( 


I  entreat  you  to  make  the  case  your  own — sup- 
1  pose  a  darling  child,  an  only  son,  snatched  from 
you  by  the  scourge  of  war — in  the  language  of 
'  grief  and  of  nature,  you  will  then  exclaim  : 
[  '•  Would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee,  O  Absalom, 
I  my  son,  my  son  !" 

James  Madison.  President  of  the  United  States, 
I  is   the   father  of  this  system  of  conscription  for 
America,  as  his  unfortunate  friend  Bonaparte  was 
I  of  that  of  France  ;  this  he  announced  in  his  Mes- 
sage, before  referred  to,  as  follows  : 

•*  I  earnestly  renew,  at  the  same  time, .a  recommen- 
!  dation  of  such  changes  in  the  system  of  militia,  as,  bj 
!  classing  and  disciplining   for  the  most  prompt  and  ac- 
tive service  the  portions  most  capable  of  it,  will  give  to 
that  great  resource  for  the  public  safety  all  the  requi- 
site energy  and  efficiency." 

,  His  plans  therefor,  substantially  embraced  by 
[  these  conscription  bills,  were  afterwards  submit- 
ted to  Congress,  by  his  Secretary  of  War,  James 
Monroe,  and  by  him  attempted  to  be  recommend- 
:  ed  to  the  American  people,  by  the  plea  of  neces- 
1  sity  : 

j       •*  So  spake  the  fiend,  and,  with  necessity, 
I         The  tyrant's  plea,  excua'd  his  devUish  deeds." 

Your  President  further  says,  in  the  same  Mes- 
'  sage:  "We  see  the  people  rushing  with  enlhusi- 
I  '  asm  to  the  scenes  where  danger  and  duty  call. 
I  '  In  offering  their  blood,  they  give  the  surest  pledge 
'  '  that  no  other  tribute  will  be  withheld."     If  this 
I  be  true,  sir,  where  is   the  necessity  of  violating 
!  the  Constitution  to  impose  upon  the  people  a  mil- 
!  itary  despotism  and  French  conscription  ?     That 
it  is  true,  in  one  sense,   the  acknowledged  and 
1  tried  virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  people  are  proof. 
But  it  is  at  the  call  of  the  Stale  authorities  (now 
our  only  efficient  rulers)  that  they  fly  to  arms,  to 
defend  the  soil,  and  everything  dear  to  them  ;  this 
they  are   able,  this  they  are  ready,  this   they  are 
determined  to  do, against  all  invaders — not,  how- 
ever, as  a  tribute  to  Nero,  but  as  a  sacred  duty  to 
themselves  and  their  country. 

As  to  the  patriotism  and  devotion  of  the  people 
to  their  country,  we  hear  much  said   by  gentle- 
men on    both  sides  of  the  House  ;  and  compari- 
sons, too  often  odious,  have  been    made  between 
the  relative  patriotism  of  the  West  and  North; 
these  sectional  views  I  regret  as  much  as  any  one, 
especially,  when  rendered  necessary  by  the  con- 
stant oppression,  by  the  Administration,  of  par- 
ticular sections  of  the  country.     The  Governors 
of  New   England   have   been   traduced,  hecause 
they  would  not  fall  down  and  worship  the  idoli 
of  Democracy,  while  the  gentlemen  of  the  West 
have  continually  celebrated  the  devotion  of  their 
States  to  the  powers   that  are.     In  the  first  and 
second  session  of  the  13th  Congre.ss,  we  were  al- 
most deafened  with   their  cry  of  patriotum  and 
proffers  of  service;  but,  at  this  session,  the  tune 
appears   to   be   a  little  changed:  it   is  now  said 
that    the   people   must   be  encouraged  ;  that   it  is 
wrong  to  expect  them  to  save  their  country  with- 
out a  liberal  compensation;  in   other  words,  no 
pay,  no  patriotism.     Sir.  I  am  disposed  to  do  more 
than  justice,  if  possible,  to  our  brethren  of  the 
West;    I   most  cordially   acknowledge    them  as 
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brethren  ;  many  of  them  are  from  New  Eoglaod  ; 

I  know  them  to  be  hardy,  bold,  and  enterprising. 
But,  sir,  it  IS  a  little  unfortunate  for  our  poor 
country,  that  the  stock  of  patriotism  of  the  West 
and  our  national  Treasury  should  both  be  ex- 
hauned  at  the  same  moment.  I  cannot  say  that 
there  was  any  very  intimate  connexion  between 
them,  or  that  the  one  received  its  aliment  from 
the  other.  I  only  mention  facts  which  have  been 
announced  on  this  floor. 

Pause  for  a  moment,  sir,  and  reflect  upon  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  attempted  to  raise 
and  recruit  your  Army,  for  carrying  on  this  ruin- 
ous war.  At  first,  you  appealed  to  the  patriotism 
of  the  people  to  support  you  in  this  rash  measure, 
and  expected  to  raise  an  army  by  offering  the 
usual  bounty  and  wages  ;  disappointed  in  that  ex- 
pectation, you  next  attempted  to  buy  soldiers, and 
authorized  your  rtcruitingoflScers  togive  for  them 
in  bounty,  land,  and  wages,  about  the  value  of  a 
prime  slave  in  the  South.  And  those  who  were 
tempted,  by  the  price  only,  to  sell  themselves  to 
you,  except  to  save  their  families  from  starving, 
deserve  to  be  slaves.  Thus  baffled  in  all  your 
attempts  to  enlist  the  people  on  your  side,  in  this 
war,  you  intend,  by  these  conscription  bills,  stick- 
ing to  the  slave  principles  still,  to  kidnap  the  peo- 
ple, as  you  would  slaves  ;  and  they  will  deserve 
this  fate,  if  they  tamely  submit  to  such  op- 
pression. 

We  were  gravely    told,  the  other  day,  by  an 
honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Barnett,)  in  debate, 
that  this  was   the  people's  war ;  that  they  must 
and  should  come  out  and  fight  their  own  battles. 
It  was,  1  think,  sir,  but  a  poor  compliment  to  the 
people   of  this    country,   to  call    an  act    theirs, 
passed  by  so  lean  a  majority  of  their  Representa- 
tives.    No,  sir,  you  passed  the  act  declaring  war 
at  your  peril,  as  you  pass  every  other  law;  if  it 
be  salutary,  if  it  prove  beneficial  to  the  country, 
the  people  will  support  you;  if  not.  the  disgrace 
and   ruin  ought   to  fall   upon    your  own  heads. 
Tliat  honoratile  gentleman  said  further,  that  they 
had  heretofore  fed  the  people  with  soft  corn;  that 
is,  treated   them  too  kindly,  rendered  them   too 
prosperous  and  happy.     What,  in   the  name  of 
God,  does  the  honorable  gentleman  mean  by  this  ? 
What  species  of  distress,   what  complication  of 
misery,  have  you  failed  to  bring  upon  the  people, 
in  the  last  seven  years?    A  whole  apprenticeship 
of  wretchedness.     Have  you  not  destroyed  their 
commerce,  paralyzed  their  industry,  loaded  them 
with  taxes,  (after  depriving  them  of  the  ability 
to  pay,)  forced   them    into  your  ranks  to  support 
their  wives   and  children,  subjected  tfiem  to  fre- 
quent and  harassing  calls  for  militia  service,  often 
discharged   them  therefrom  without  clothing  or 
pay.  far  from  their  families  and  friends,  sick,  dis- 
tressed, and  wounded  ?     And  what,  let  me  ask,  is 
the  situation  of  a  whole  array  in  the  North,  so 
pathetically  described  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from   Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ingham.)  at    this   in- 
clement season  of  the  year,  in  that  severe,  cold 
climate,  destitute  of  clothes,  with  nothing  to  cover 
them  but  the  heavens;  no  friendly  mansion  to  re- 
ceive their  wounded  bodies,  unless  the  friendly 


earth,  in  eompassioD  of  their  i^ufferine,  should 
open  her  bosom,  and  receive  them  and  their  mis- 
eries forever ! 

If  this,  fir,  be  to  treat  the  people  with  soft  corn, 
I  pray  that  honorable  gentleman  to  give  it  to  his 
slaves,  and  not  to  freemen.  But  he  further  re- 
marked, that  they  have  been  hitherto  daubing 
the  people  with  untempered  mortar.  There,  sir, 
I  perfectly  agree  with  him.  When  the  great 
Jefferson,  (I  mean  great  in  theory,  but  little  in 
fact,  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  the  hero  of  Carter's  Mountain,)  in  his 
Inaugural  Address,  in  honeyed,  though  deceitful 
accents,  which  never  ought  to  be  forgotten  by  his 
friend,  or  forgiven  by  the  friends  of  our  country, 
said,  we  are  all  Federalists,  all  Republicans — 
all  white,  all  black — he  daubed  the  people  with 
untempered  mortar.  Mr,  Madison  (the  destroyer 
of  Washington,  as  he  would  be  of  every  one  that 
bore  his  name  or  revered  his  virtues)  following 
the  example  of  his  great  predecessor,  has,  in  many 
of  his  Messages,  and  by  many  of  his  acts,  daubed 
the  people  with  untempered  mortar;  and  you 
have  attempted  to  build  up  your  party  with  un- 
tempered mortar,  until  the  political  f^abric,  like 
the  remains  of  the  edifices  around  us,  is  tumbling 
into  ruin. 

We  have,  indeed,  sir,  fallen  on  evil  times,  and 
this  is  a  strange  Government  under  which  we 
suffer.  Our  Constitution  is  beautiful  in  theory. 
In  reading  it  we  should  suppo.se  that  the  peo- 
ple were  everything,  and  that  it  could  not  fail 
of  rendering  them  prosperous  and  happy,  as 
indeed  it  did,  under  the  wise  administration  of 
Washington;  but,  since  it  has  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  its  enemies,  it  appears  to  be  entirely 
changed.  As  now  administered,  we  should  sup- 
pose that  the  people  were  made  for  the  Govern- 
ment, not  the  Government  for  the  people,  and, 
that  the  great  duty  of  the  people  was  to  maintain 
a  corrupt  Administration,  with  its  thousand  de- 
pendants and  hungry  expectants,  in  idleness  and 
dissipation.  You  tax  the  people,  you  deprive  them 
of  employment  and  property  ;  you  fight  your  bat- 
tles with  the  people,  and  when  your  severity  forces 
them  to  desert,  you  shoot  them  by  dozens.  And 
all  this  is  done  in  the  name  and  for  the  good  of 
the  people.  ''  We,  the  people,"  stand  first  in  the 
Constitution,  and  the  last  to  receive  any  benefit 
from  it. 

When,  sir,  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have,  in  behalf  of  the  people,  accused  Mr.  Madi- 
son and  some  of  his  Cabinet  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  the  friends  of  these  men  have  re- 
ferred them  to  the  Constitution  for  their  impeach- 
ment and  punishment.  Crutl  insult  and  mock- 
ery !  Impeachment?  Who,  in  the  name  of  God, 
are  to  vote  and  carry  up — I  ask  pardon,  sir,  I 
should  say  dowu — everything  in  this  strange 
Government  is  sadly  turned  topsy-turvy— who, 
I  repe.it,  in  the  name  of  God,  are  to  vote  and 
carry  down  articles  of  impeachment  against  these 
higii  offenders?  Is  it  not  the  majority  on  this 
floor ;  the  fast  friends  of  the  Executive ;  the  ad- 
visers and  abettors  of  some  of  the  most  oppressive 
acts  of  which  we  complain  ?    Will  they  vote 
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^T^^C'les  of  unpeac 
ve-;  ;     It  is 


hment   which  go  to  criminate 

fJttjijan   oatijire,  __....     .., ^., 

^".tiyning  id  a  sense  of  justice  and  of  duty  to  the 
r^>r)le — aud  I  well  know  that  I  violate  all  proba- 
Tjit^t^    by  l\\e  supposition— the    majority 
^■j  kiducetJ  ^o  perform  this  sacred    '^-     - 
'fvJid  Inniiest  for  the  body  of  th 


.union.     Union  with  whom  ?     The  present  bank- 
too  much   to  expect  of  poor    rupt.  oppressive  Administration?      Believe   me 
constituted  as  it  is.     If.  however,  i  gentlemen,  you  want  no   aid   for   that  purpose; 

you  are  completing  it  as  fast  as  time  and  your 
crimes  will  permit.  You  complain  that  avarice 
hoards,  and  that  timidity  locks  up  the  money 
from  you.  No.  gentlemen,  you  mistake  ;  it  is 
common  sense  and  common  prudence  which  keep 
it  from  the  grasp  of  bankrupts  and  spendthrifts. 

Sir,  this  country  is  in  an  alarming  and  awful 
situation.     She  is  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 


pro 

should 
office,  after  this 
L'tSJvnd  Inqi^est  for  the  body  of  the  nation,  as  it  is 
j>^t?tetimev  Called,  have  found  a  true  bill,  what  is 
|Wt:  5)ody  orjpetit  jury  which  is  to  try  it  ?     Is  it  a 

\T^?a   i"^^^^     ^'^'   "°""^  ^°°'^'  '^"^  ^^''"  '^^^^    " "-     •"""  '"  -v....u^  u..  w.c  ur.un  oi  ruin 

Jwjjtjld   be  ^  right  of  challenge  ;  but  the  people  The  people  have,  indeed,  a  difficult  and  painful 

li^.l  lake  (hem  as  they  find   them,  unanointed,  labor  and  duty  to  perform,  to  protect  themselves 

Jjpiajinealed,  with  all  their  party  and  political  sins  and  their  country  against  the  desperate  assaults 

JigJ-jut   them,.     Yes,  sir,  when  you  approach  the  of  an  oppressive  and  wicked  Administration,  and 

ti"»'^ate  of  ihe   United   States   you  go  one  step  ,  of  an  exasperated  foreign  enemy;  but.  with  the 

lifirer  to  th;e  President,  one  step  nearer  the  head  blessing  of  Heaven  on   their  exertions,  they  will 

fif  .power,  pktronage,  and  corruption.     The  pres-  triumph  over  all  their  enemies.     It  is' now  said 

|?a<<najoruj|  in  that  body  are  the  personal  friends  and  I  think  with  truth,  that  the  salvation  of  this 

ii^a^adviserj  of  the  President ;  they  are  connect-  country  depends  upon  the  revival  of  its  expiring 

iirby  official  duties,  confirm  his  nominations,  ex-  credit.     This  the   present  men  in   power  canno°l 

»t^(t  the  ExJ-cutive  patronage,  whereby  the  offices  accomplish.     The  Administration  is  bankrupt  in 

|)».Uie  people  are  made  use  of  as  instruments  to  means  and  resources,  and  they  have  ruined  most 

Jlteauchaii^  corrupt  them.    Can  you  expect  i,uch  of  their  friends  who  have  loaned  them  money 

♦Kaajority  t"u  find  one  of  their  friends  guilty,  when  In  vain   do  thev   resort  to   the   bubble  of  paper 

Ukj  same  verdict  would  seal   their  own  condem-  i  credit,  which  will  burst  with  the  very  breath  that 


\s>a 


'  "*?rl  1  J  r  blows  it  up;  in  vain  do  thev  turn    their  vacant 

V  fldiis  consolidation  of  the  different  departments    stare  on  that  huge  spectre  of  a  fifty  million  paper 
vl  <rX°^^J.""ie°t'  ^  must  observe  to  you,  sir,  is  one    bank— that  castle  in  the  air,  that  baseless  fabric 

f'5  v^e  highj  crimes   which   this  Administration       

hij^i  commitjed  against  the  Constitution  and  the 
A^flfrican  people.  For  parly  and  corrupt  pur- 
foA^t^,  you  lijave  broken  down  the  barriers  inter- 
pd>!f(|d  by  thu  Constitution,  for  the  safety  of  the 
p<«)|4le.  between  the  several  departments  of  power. 
»«H»reby  thjs  Administration,  including  the  ma 


l)tir)Hl 


of  a  vision,  which  must  dissolve  in  thin  air.  No, 
sir  ;  such  visions  will  not  meet  or  avert  the  dread- 
ful calamity  which  surrounds  us.  There  is  but 
one  mode.  then,  in  which  this  nation  can  be  saved. 
By  placing,  and  that  immediately,  the  nation  in 
the  hands  and  under  the  guardian  care  of  men  in 

is--.     '.     ,  '  .   I, cr^" ^   ........      whom  the  people  have,  and  ought  to  have  confi- 

^(|f»Cies  in  hith  Houses  of  Congress,  have  become  dence;  in  the  hands  of  men  who,  with  Wash- 
iit  "°iv!!f^!;-°!l '"'"''. u'.?^'?."^/^'^^  ""'^  oppres-  ingtoD,  before  laid  the  foundation  of  public  cred- 
it— which  nothing  but  folly  and  wickedness  could 
undermine;  under  the  care  of  men  who.  with 
Washington  at  their  head,  and  with  his  spirit 
and  principles  in  their  hearts,  raised  our  Republic 
to  glory  and  renown.  But,  mistake  me  not.  No 
no  office  -seduce,  the  true  disci- 
ples of  Washington  to  desert  or  betray  their 
principles  or  their  country.     Nothing  but  the  in- 


ymn.     Not  content  with  the  Constitution,  as  you 

y^jlpntly  tore  it  from  Washington  and   its  other 

JijlJ-tids;  nojcontent  with  creeping  under  it,  leap- 

tcy -over   it    winding   round    it— now.  sword    in 

}»jW,  attem^Ming  to  pierce  through  it;  you  have     .„  ^.„.,  „„u  .... 

^.f^sltered  i^,  changed  it,  and  mangled  it,  to  suit  \  bribe  can  tempt 

ir«»tir   party   views  and   purposes— to   perpetuate      "         -  -- 

Vin^t    power   and    misrule— that   the   people   no 


lo^^er  know  or  acknowledge  it;  no  longer  find 
U^er  it  protection  for  their  property  or  safety 
f(>nrheir  liv^^s.  It  is  time  then,  sir,  high  time,  for 
|tffh)eople.  Tji  their  turn,  to  look  into  this  ins'tru- 
ti|iit;  to  sev  if  they  can  heal  t.ie  wounds  which 
irjjence  ha;;  inflicted  en  it— restore  it  to  its  pris- 
nd  vi^or;  that  they  may,  as  at  the 
^  iJ  safely  and   protection  under  the 

!jl;yjdow  of  tt.e  wings  of  the  American  Eagle. 
-  ^  this  Administration  can.  consistently  with 
|hif?i)rovisioi>s  of  the  Constitution,  ruin  the  coun- 
V^jand  oppress  the  people  as  they  have  done. 
Jh^l  Consnt:ution  should,  and  must  be  changed. 
If.»«n  the  contrary,  they  have  brought  this  ruin 
a'lif  oppression   upon  the  country  in  open  viola- 


terest — nothing  short  of  the   sah 


fij?f; health  an( 
fc»^Mning.   fini 


g  ^iiuii.  ui  iiic  salvation,  of  their 
country,  could  induce  them  to  resume  that  au- 
thority, now  so  abused,  which  was  insidiously 
wrested  from  them.  Place  such  men  in  author- 
ity ;  put  the  destinies  of  the  nation  into  their 
hands,  and  thousands  of  their  friends  will  rally 
round  their  standard— not  with  empty  profes- 
sions of  lives  and  fortunes,  but  with  the  free-will 
offering  of  their  treasures  and  their  blood. 

Mr.  Grosve.nor  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sharp. 
of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that,  impatient  as  the  House  ap- 
peared to  be  for  the  question,  he  could  not  suffer 
It  to  be  taken  without  someanimadversions  upon 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  honorable  gentle- 


IVr  *  .  charter,  once  deemed  sacred,  then  is  man  who  had  just  sat  down.  Before  he  offered 
tt|lAdmini.tration.  with  James  Madison  at  its  those,  however,  he  would  speak  briefly  to  the 
vJtv  ^  ''°'";^'°"  nuisance,  and  ought  to  be  abated  ,  propriety  and  Constitutionality  of  the  provision 
t,y*irie  people.         .",       ^        ^  under  discussion.     He  confessed  he  had  bestowed 

fjr.e  stiu  rtear  a  feeble,  though  insidious  cry  of  I  upon  it  no  particular  attention,  as  it  had  not  been 
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his  purpose  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate.  He  '  in  defiance  of  State  law,  declare  that  a  miaor 
had  thought  that  the  reasoning  of  his  honorable  ,  may  make  a  binding  contract,  can  you  not,  on  the 
friend  was  conclusive  against  it  upon  Constitu-  same  principle,  extend  the  time  of  minority,  and 
tional  grounds;  and  he  had  hoped,  that  the  dis-  declare  that  any  contract  by  a  man  over  the  age 
tress  which  would  be  carried  into  domestic  life,    of  minority,  as  fixed  by  State  laws,  shall  not 


so  eloquently  described  by  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Massachusetts.  (Messrs.  Ward  ami  King.) 
would  reach  the  heart  of  every  member,  and  com- 
pel him  to  reject  the  provision.  But  he  was 
wholly  mistaken.  If.  said  Mr.  G..  anyihingcould 
astonish  me  in  this  House,  it  would  be  the  per- 
tinacity with    which    this  offensive  provision  is 


binding?  May  you  not  interfere  with  any  other 
subject  of  municipal  law?  Why  may  you  not 
abolish  the  statutes  of  usury  in  any  State?  Why 
not  new  model  the  laws  of  descent,  and  declare 
that  the  brother  or  a  stranger  shall  inherit  in  pref- 
erence to  the  son  ?  And  why  not  interfere  with 
your  remedial  laws  and  regulations?   Your  prin- 


pressed  upon  us.     The  object  to  be  obtained  is  so  i  ciple  bears  you  through  all  these  usurpations ;  and 


extremely  trifling,  as  to  render  the  ardor  of  pur 
suit  as  ridiculous  as  it  is  impolitic.  I  believe  my 
friend  from  New  Hampshire  haa  gone  Id  the  very 
extent  of  the  fact,  when  he  has  admitted  that  you 
raitrht,  possibly,  by  this  provision,  gain  an  acces- 
sion of  one  thousand  to  your  armies.  Under  the 
present  law  minors  enlist.  All  that  worthless  de- 
scription of  young  men.  who  have  received  their 
education  in  the  tippling  shops  and  the  brothels, 
now  go  into  your  armies,  and  nobody  reclaims 
them,  because  the  camp  is  their  proper  element 


if  it  be  correct  you  may,  if  you  have  the  courage 
to  attempt  it,  steal  away  ail  the  powers  of  the 
Slates,  and  render  their  sovereignties  ridiculous 
phantoms.  Sir,  the  attempt  is  usurpation,  and 
must  experience  the  same  fate  with  other  usur- 
pations, with  all  arbitrary  efforts  to  destroy  the 
Constitution. 

My  friend  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) has  said,  that  if  you  can  enlist  apprentices 
in  defiance  of  their  masters,  you  may  also  deliver 
the  slave  from  his  servitude.     Is  he  not  literally 


Beyond  this  description,  which  you  now  have,  if  correct?  Why  may  you  not  enlist  the  slave? 
you  gain  an  annual  thousand  you  will  exceed  [  Because,  by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  States,  he 
even  your  own  expectation  ;  and  for  this  paltry  I  has  not  the  power  to  contract.  The  same  reason, 
gain  you  are  about  to  adopt  a  principle,  not  only  i  precisely,  forbids  the  enlisting  of  minors  and  ap- 
in  the  opinion  of  many  unconstitutional,  but,  in  i  prentices.  If  you  can  remove  the  incapacity  from 
practice,  jeopardizing  the  good  order  of  the  com-  I  the  latter,  so  you  may  from  the  former.  Will  you 
munity,  violating  contracts,  disturbing  the  sacred  i  say  that  the  master  has  a  properly  in  the  services 
rights  of  natural  affection,  and  all  the  felicities  ]  of  his  slave?  How  has  he  that  property  ?  Solely 
of  domestic  life.    My  honorable  friend  from  New  ]  by  a  State  law.     By  the  same  law  the  master  has 


Hampshire  has  characterized  the  proceeding  as 
folly;  I  pronounce  It  a  measure  combining  strong 
characters  of  weakness  and  violence,  of  folly  and 
madness. 

Is  it  Constitutional  ?  The  provision  is,  that  all 
minors,  of  every  condition,  may,  of  their  own 
mere  will,  contract  to  serve  in  your  armies,  and 
that  such  contract  shall  be  conclusive  and  bind- 
ing. By  the  laws  of  every  State  the  age  of  mi- 
nority is  fixed,  and  no  minor  can  make  a  valid 
and  binding  contract.  Can  you  abrogate  this 
State  law?  No,  sir.  To  do  so,  was  never  dele- 
gated to  you  by  the  State  or  the  people.  All 
analogies  from  other  Governments  fail  you. 
Yours  is  a  Government,  sovereign  to  be  sure,  but 
whose  sovereignly  is  confined  to  particular  sub- 
jects of  legislation,  and  is  limited  by  articles  and 
sections.     You  have  power  to  legislate  upon  no 


a  property  in  the  service  of  the  apprentice — the 
father  in  the  minority  of  his  son.  And  if  you 
may  abrogate  the  law  and  violate  the  property 
in  the  one  case,  you  may  do  it  in  the  other.  Nor 
is  there  any  distinction  arising  from  the  duties  of 
native  allegiance.  I  have  already  staled  thai  the 
sovereign  powers  of  Government,  in  this  country, 
are  divided;  part  rests  with  the  States,  and  part 
with  the  Union.  With  the  latter,  rest  those  pow- 
ers delegated  in  the  Constitution  ;  all  the  remain- 
der are  in  the  Slates  or  the  people.  The  natural 
allegiance  of  the  people  is  due  to  the  State  sove- 
reignties;  and  that  allegiance  only  is  due  to  the 
Federal  Government  which  is  promised  by  the 
Constitution.  In  that  Constitution  the  minor  has 
promised  no  military  duty,  but  that  which  is  to 
be  performed  in  the  militia.  In  the  militia  he 
may    be  forced    into   the  service  of  the  United 


subjects,  except  such  as  are  brought  within   your  j  Stales,  '"to  execute  the  laws,  suppress  insurrec- 


jurisdiction  by  the  Constitution 

Sir,  in  what  article  or  section  of  the  Consti- 
tion  do  you  find  a  power  to  enter  the  sanctu- 
ary of  society,  and  frame  municipal  laws  for 
this  people?  Where  is  vour  authority  to  give 
ability  to  the  citizens  to  make  contracts,  which 
ability  is  forbidden  by  the  municipal  laws  of 
the  Slates?  The  ability  to  contract  is  the 
creature  of  municipal  law:  it  is  the  subject  of 
State  legislation  ;  it  is  exclusively  reserved  to 
the  Stales,  as  sovereign  States.  And  it  is  a  di- 
rect subversion  of  the  very  frame  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  usurp  that  power,  which  exists  not  in  the 
Constitution.    Where  will  you  stop?   If  you  can, 


tion,  and  repel  invasion;"  beyond  this  you  can- 
not force  him  into  your  service;  nor  can  you  en- 
tice him  by  any  contract,  not  sanctioned  by  his 
father,  guardian,  or  master.  I  will  not  pursue 
the  Constitutional  objection  tolhe  bill  any  further. 
But  your  right  to  adopt  this  provision  has  been 
argued  on  precedent;  and  the  law  of  1798  has 
been  cited.  Sir.  could  a  thousand  precedents  of 
the  violation  of  the  Constitution  be  produced  in 
your  statute  book,  they  would  have  no  weight 
with  me.  These  are  not  times  to  be  influenced 
by  those  precedents  which  arose  in  the  agitations 
of  any  period,  or  by  the  opinions  of  others,  per- 
haps lightly  formed  and  hastily  expressed.     The 
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jC^stitutioD  is  DOW  daily  fooled  to  the  very  top 

)5  us  bent.     For   purposes  of  unhallowed  con- 

{((fst,  ihe  Secretary  ol'  War.  who  seems  to  be  at 

l.tc  the  director  general  and  or<jan  of  the  Ad- 

avuiistratioi;).  has  <>iretched  all  its  limbs  upon  the 

r^ik  of   party,  until   it  has  spoken  any  and  every 

J»n^uage  which  its  tormentor  has  dictated.   This 

jiKi uut  a  moment  f i  r  the  sentinels  of  freedom  to 

jii'ep,  or  to  be  deluded  by  idle  opinion,  or  ill-ad- 

'v«s*.d  precedent. 

*The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  are  before 

r..     I  will  admit  all  the  acknowledged  rules  of 

<^a.«truction    to  obtain   its   legitimate  meaning; 

l:kir(' though  precedents  of  its  violation  sliould  be 

'^V  d  by  the  month,  they  should  have  no  weight 

iih  me,  however  plausible  or  authoritative  they 

[ay  be  dptmed  by  others. 

[But  even  precedent  is  not  to  be  found.  What 
1*  the  principle  of  the  law  of  1798?  Citizens, 
'I'f  able  bodies  and  suitable  age,"  might  be  en- 
I'ted  "  under  the  direction  of  the  President."  In 
Mnt  of  fact,  the  President  did  direct  that  minors 
tould  not  be  enlisted.  But  suppose  he  had  di- 
Med  otherwise,  and  minors  had  been  enlisted, 
|eir  contracts  were  voidable  under  the  State 
[ws  and,  on  application,  the  State  judges  might, 
id.  frequently  did,  release  them.  If  the  enlisted 
(inor  had  a  parent,  guardian,  or  master,  either 
[ight,  and  frequently  did,  reclaim  him  from  the 
^^■vice.  How  different  is  this  act.  Here  you  not 
oily  in  express  terms  authorize  the  enlistment  of 
D^-nbrb.  but  you  consider  their  contract  of  enlist- 
i)*en[i  conclusive.  You.  in  express  terms,  aulhor- 
i^-  be  apprentice  to  violate  the  contract  with  his 
clister;  and  yuu  declare  the  master  entirely  with- 
out remedy.  Have  gentlemen  considered  the 
partial  oj)eration  of  this  provision  ?  Its  effects  will 
nXt  be  felt  in  the  South,  where  manual  labor  is 
Pfrformed,  not  by  hardy  freemen  but  by  slaves. 
I|^will  not  be  felt  in  the  South  and  the  We^l, 
wiere  manufactories,  and  consequently  appren- 
tj^e>,  are  few  ;  but  it  will  fall  with  dreadful  vio- 
lv.|Ke  upon  the  North  and  the  East,  where  the 
hf^dy  owners  of  the  soil  rely  upon  their  sons  to 
li4i'the  earth  ;  where  manufactories  of  all  descrip- 
tions, private  and  public,  have  suddenly  multi- 
p*^d  beyond  all  parallel ;  and  where  the  services 
are  all-important  to  their  success. 


pg^q  oeyunu  au 
of  apprentices  a 
CXftainly,  if  ani 


Cirtainly,  if  any  act  was  ever  justly  odious,  this 
will  be  most  justly  detested  by  the  freemen  of 
lljk  North  and  East. 

tHere.  perhaps.  I  ought  to  stop;  but  I  hope  the 
Hjuse  will  bear  with  me  while  I  bestow  a  few 
Moments  attention  upon  the  speech  of  the  honor- 
iijk  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Sharp.) 
ptgi^^  genilttman  has  given  his  fancy  a  latitude  of 
|>kky  crinnualion  beyond  the  ordinary  lield  of 
B45ate. 

1  fAn  honorable  gentietnan  frotn  Massachusetts 
X'jlr.  Warh)  had  spoken  of  the  domestic  happi- 
|D|»t>,  the  social  and  maternal  feelings,  which  this 
AM  would  violate — of  the  heart-rending  scenes 
itf^t  must  occur,  when  the  youth,  who  in  a  mo- 
St^at  of  feverish  ambition,  or  giddy  revelry,  had 
elli..ted.  should  be  dragged  from  the  embraces  of 
ibis  mother  and  sister$  to  the  dangers  of  a  Cana- 


dian war.  Gentlemen  who  favor  the  bill  hare 
all  appeared  to  me  to  treat  this  subject  with  too 
mucn  levity. 

I  Sir,  the  best  feelings  of  our  natures,  those  strong 
family  affections   which  form  at  once   the  liga- 

'  ments  and  felicities  of  social  life,  cannot  be  vio- 
lated by  any  Government  with  impunity;  and 
those  measures  which  cause  the  tears  of  a  whole 

I  nation  to  flow,  cannot  comport  with  its  interests, 

j  its  honor,  or  its  durable  prosperity.     But  these. 

i  it  seems,  will  be  the  tears  of  women. 

The  age  of  chivalry  may  have  departed,  but  the 
nature  and  affections  of  man  remain  unchanged. 
And  the  annals  of  the  world  will  prove,  that 
when  by  oppression  and  injustice  tear*  are  wrung 
from  female  eyes,  it  never  can  be  long  before  they 
mingle  with  the  blood  of  man.  Let  no  Legisla- 
ture forget,  that  so  closely  are  the  social  affections 
knit  together — so  well  are  all  our  feelings  and 
interests  woven  in  the  very  frame  of  society,  that 
the  arm  of  the  strong  can  never  long  be  wanting 
to  avenge  the  wrongs  and  protect  the  rights  of 
the  weak.  While  on  this  subject,  I  would  say  a 
word  upon  the  refined  lesson  which  has  just  been 
read  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  his 
countrywomen.  He  has  recited,  for  their  imita- 
tion, the  address  of  a  Spartan  mother  to  her  son, 
as  he  was  departing  on  a  marauding  expedition: 
''  Bring  back  this  shield,  or  be  brought  back  upon 
it." 

I  trust  I  am  not  insensible  to  sentiments  or  ac- 
tions of  heroism  ;  but.  whenever  I  have  read  this 
address,  an  emotion  very  different  from  admira- 
tion has  always  been  prevalent  in  my  mind. 

Where  were  those  claims  of  nature  —  those 
strong  natural  affections — which  cling  to  the  off- 
spring with  a  force  stronger  than  death  ?  None 
of  them  resided  in  the  bosom  of  that  Spartan  mo- 
ther. Sir,  I  have  often  wondered,  when  I  have 
heard  the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  the  Spartan 
aristocracy  cited  for  the  imitation  of  a  Christian 
Republic.  They  were  a  race,  faithless,  cruel,  and 
barbarous  ;  hateful  and  terrible  to  the  rest  of  man- 
kind. All  their  maxims  were  unjust  and  selfish, 
and  all  their  institutions  modelled  on  principles 
of  immoral  tendency  ;  calculated  only  to  extend 
the  empire  of  ignorance,  desolation,  and  revenge. 
Why  will  not  the  honorable  gentleman  proceed, 
and  cite,  from  the  same  polluted  :>ource.  examples 
for  the  imitation  of  our  youth  ?  One  great  ob- 
jectof  Spartan  policy  was  to  accomplish  her  youth 
in  the  useful  science  of  thieving  I  It  became  a 
maxim,  that  to  steal  adroitly  was   meritorious; 

"but,  to  be  delected,  was  crime  and  ignominy. 
And  no  doubt  many  a  Spartan  mother  has  charged 
her  son,  upon  the  eve  of  some  petty  larceny  ex- 
pedition. Return  successful  and  undetected,  or 
return  a  corpse. 

I  have  seen  and  have  admired  female  heroism  ; 
but.  that  is  not  heroism  which  smothers  in  the 
female  bosom  those  refined  feelings — those  fond 
attachments  and  divine  affections — which  con- 
stitute all  there  is  of  glory  in  woman,  in  her  rela- 
tions of  daughter,  wife,  and  mother.  Give  to  the 
females  of  the  Choctaw  tribes  the  polished  lan- 
guage of  Greece,  and  they  would  turn  you  a  sen- 
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tence  breathing  the  same  spirit  mod  feelings  as 
that  uttered  by  this  Amazon  ot  Sparta. 

That  our  countrywomen  should  cherish  the 
defenders  of  their  country,  is  natural  and  noble. 
And  when  the  defence  of  our  rights  is  the  sole 
(|uesiion,  even  female  timidiiy  may  assume  defi- 
ance, and.  with  her  own  hand,  arm  the  warrior  tor 
battle.  But,  no  American  mother  can  urge  her 
son  to  the  invasion  of  Canada — to  carry  misery 
to  those  whom  the  spirit  of  Christianity  has  made 
her  sisters.  If  that  dreadful  work  of  desoUtion 
must  go  on.  let  the  only  agent  be  man;  and.  if 
he  falls  in  the  battle,  deny  not  to  his  mother,  his 
wife,  or  his  sister,  the  holy  office  of  mourning  his 
fall,  and  bedewing  his  corse  witli  her  tears. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  same  honorable  gentleman 
has  complained  of  the  assertion,  so  often  made  by 
us,  that  this  war  has  produced  ruin  to  our  coun- 
try, and  stained  with  disgrace  our  national  char- 
acter. He  has  declared  the  charge  unfounded. 
The  \avy  has  preserved  our  drowning  honor. 
The  late  campaign  on  the  Niagara  has  covered  a 
multitude  of  stains.  Apart  from  ihese.  he  seemed 
to  admit  there  had  been  disgrace  ;  and  he  declared 
he  would  pour  the  whole  torrent  of  his  indigtia- 
lion  upon  those  who  had  produced  it.  '"But 
'  who  (he  artked)  had  produced  it?  Who  were 
'  the  authorsof  our  misfortunes  and  our  disgraces  ? 
'  Those  who  had  declared  and  directed  the  war, 
•  or  those  who  had  opposed  the  declaration,  and  at 
'  all  times  remonstrated  against  its  continuance?" 

Sir,  the  question  is  important;  let  it  be  now 
decided.  Who  are  the  guilty  authors  of  the  dis- 
grace on  our  name  and  all  the  misfortunes  of  our 
country  ?  Are  they  the  men  who,  before  the  war 
was  declared,  spoke  of  its  dreadful  impolicy  ;  por- 
trayed the  defenceless  condition  of  the  country  ; 
pointed  daily  to  the  weakness  of  our  means; 
warned  you  that  your  frontiers  would  be  swept 
by  savage  desolation,  and  your  cities  destroyed  ; 
that  your  States  would  be  exposed  to  subjucation, 
your  Union  to  dissolution,  and,  almost  in  the  ag- 
ony of  despair,  invoked  you  to  save  your  wives, 
your  children,  your  country,  from  the  sufferings 
and  the  evils  of  the  conflict  ?  Or,  are  they  the 
men,  who,  forgetting  all  the  sacred  duties  which 
bound  them  to  peace ;  buoyed  up  by  the  transi- 
tory huzzas  of  a  mob ;  vain  with  a  little  brief  au- 
thority ;  hurried  along  by  the  fatal  influence  of 
parly  ;  without  necessity,  and  without  mercy, 
plunged  their  country,  defenceless  and  naked,  into 
that  lake  of  blood  where  she  is  yet  swimming? 
The  men  who  resisted,  even  unto  death,  all  your 
weak  and  wicked  schemes  of  commercial  coer- 
cion, which  spread  distress  over  the  land,  and 
conducted  directly  to  this  war?  Or  those  who, 
day  after  day.  and  year  after  year,  adopted  a 
course  of  oppressive  and  ruinous  policy — a  suc- 
cession of  weak,  yet  suicidal  raeasures,from  which 
even  war  seemed  almost  a  relief? 

Who  are  the  guilty  authors  of  your  ruin  ?  Those 
who  to  the  last  moment,  even  on  the  brink  of  the 
bloody  gulf,  still  pointed  to  the  white  flag  of  peace 
and  prosperity,  which  VVashington  had  erected  ? 
Or  those  who  rudely  tore  it  down,  and  hoisted 
the  crimson  banner  in  its  stead  ? 
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Who  are  the  guilty  authors  of  our  disgraces? 
The  men,  who.  when  you  had  plunjed  into  the 
gulf,  still  spoke  to  you  of  peace — still  urged  you 
to  grasp  the  proffered  hanil  of  the  enemy  ?  Or, 
those  who,  having  tasted  blood,  continued  to  cry 
for  havoc,  madly  despising  the  only  offer  which 
could  issue  in  a  permanent  pacification?  The 
men  who  constantly  invoked  you  to  defend  your 
towns  and  coasts — always  protested  against  your 
unjust  invasion  of  a  neighboring  province,  and 
forewarned  you  that  the  frowns  of  a  just  God 
would  cover  with  defeat  anJ  ignominy  all  your 
ambitious  schemes  of  conquest  ?  Or  they  who, 
abandoning  their  own  soil  and  capital  to  ravage 
and  desolation,  in  the  very  spirit  of  igrnorance  and 
gasconade,  boasted  the  conquest  of  Canada  in  six 
weeks,  and  sent  a  Hull  there,  to  surrender  in 
thirty  days?  Who  proudly  proclaimed  that  the 
finger  of  Heaven  pointed  to  Quebec — that  her 
lofty  ramparts  were  already  trembling  at  their 
prowess — and  sent  a  Wilkinson  to  be  chased  back, 
covered  with  the  blackest  disgrace?  Who,  for 
three  years,  have  bent  all  their  power  to  subju- 
gate a  province,  poor,  thinly  populated,  badly  de- 
fended, and  in  every  instance  have  been  over- 
thrown and  discomfited  ?  Upon  whom,  sir,  shall 
the  good  genius  of  this  country  frown  ! 

Review  these  acts,  and  tell  me  who  in  truth  are 
the  authors  of  this  wide  spread  ruin — this  black 
disgrace  which  shrouds  the  American  name? 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  No  doubt,  our 
gallant  frigates  have  gilded  the  national  escutch- 
eon with  the  brightest  beams  of  glory.  To  the 
unbending  spirit  and  gallant  conduct  of  the  Ame- 
rican soldier  no  man  is  more  sensible.  Our  armies 
in  the  North,  during  the  past  Summer,  have 
fought  with  an  heroic  bravery  worthy  the  best 
days  of  our  Revolution.  Their  gallant  leaders 
are  entitled  to  every  meed  of  applause.  But  all 
their  resolution,  and  all  their  gallantry,  but  shrouds 
the  Cabinet  conductors  of  i  he  war  m  tenfold  dark- 
ness. 

How  have  the  bravery  and  the  resolution  of 
our  armies  been  applied  ?  To  accomplish  the 
unhallowed  schemes  of  ambition  ;  to  carry  des- 
olation and  death  into  a  country,  feeble  and  pa- 
cific, and  always  the  friend  of  our  Republic,  until 
you  forced  her  to  become  our  enemy.  And  how, 
even  in  this  work  of  unjust  desolation,  how  have 
they  been  directed  ?  In  a  manner,  weak  and  fool- 
ish beyond  example.  Look  to  the  Niagara.  How 
has  ihe  life  of  man  been  made  the  sport  of  imbe- 
cility and  ambition  !  What  hecatombs  of  hu- 
man victims  have  been  sacrificed,  in  an  unmean- 
ing contest,  for  a  Canadian  lortress,  of  no  use  to 
our  country,  finally  abandoned  as  worthless. 

The  fields  of  Chippewa,  of  Cornwall,  of  Bridge- 
water,  and  of  Erie,  are  still  smoking  with  human 
blood,  crying  to  Heaven  for  vengeance. 

O.  sir,  the  authors  of  this  war  cannot  be  guilt- 
less! I  tell  them,  in  the  final  day  of  retribution, 
when  the  rulers  of  nations  shall  be  summoned  to 
answer  at  the  dread  tribunal,  the  disgrace,  the 
misery,  the  ruin,  and  the  blood  which  now  covers 
this  land,  will  lie  with  the  weight  of  a  mountain 
en  their  souls. 
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ra-tpstrances.  anu  maue  loe  laiai  plunge,  we  still 
infpked  you. to  turn  your  thoughts  on  peace.  But 
w  If n  we  foucd  all  your  armies  sent  on  plans  of 
cc  jq^est,  we. appealed  to  Heaven  for  our  recti- 
luife.  and  boldly  took  our  stand  ;  conscious  that 
pi  fate  coulif  await  our  country  more  dreadful 
th  a.n  the  guilt  of  unjust  invasion  and  an  alliance 
W  Lh   the    French    usurper.     Could  we  unite  in 


Rnd  what  is  our  guilt?  We  warned,  we  con-  |  an  eulogium  upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Clay,  re- 
yiKd  you  to  shun  the  ruin  of  this  unnecessary,  marked,  that  although  he  might  have  mentioned 
tbla  guilty  war.  When  you  despised  all  our  re-  ,  an  invasion  of  Canada,  as  a  meaas  of  compelling 
rQibsirances.  and  made  the  fatal  plunge,  we  still  i  the  enemy  to  do  us  justice,  yet  he  never  contem- 
plated a  permanent  conquest,  and  an  annexation 
of  a  British  province  to  the  Union.  Mr.  Speaker, 
it  is  strange  to  me  that  any  doubt  exists  on  tbi« 
subject.  The  permanent  conquest  of  Canada  has 
been  often  avowed  within  this  House,  and  by  gen- 
tlemen high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Government. 
And  to  me  it  is  wholly  unaccountable,  that  all 
V)lip.i  which  we  verily  believed  had  such  ends  in  '  the  American  Commissioner?  have  ventured  to 
yrnvr  ?  Could  we  vote  for  measures  to  support  i  deny  it.  The  conquest  of  Canada,  it  is  true,  was 
a  fvar  of  conquest,  which  in  our  souls  we  loatlied,  i  not  set  forth  in  the  manifesto,  either  of  the  Presi- 
^s  unjust,  dishonest,  impolitic?  We  .•^aw  the  dent  or  of  this  House.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
ip  (Hiitrous  tyrant  of  France  standing  like  a  Co-  ]  that  an  object  so  shameful  would  be  officially 
k)  sus  in  the  midst  of  Europe,  beating  her  liber-  |  avowed.  But  you  find  it  avowed  in  all  the  gaz- 
tit,  s  (0  the  earth,  and  frowning  upon  all  our  free  1  ettes  in  the  confidence  of  the  Government,  in  the 
i:Q  liiutions,  j;o  hostile  in  their  nature  to  his  de-  speeches  of  those  members  of  Congress  who  de- 
5p,)lic  soul  and  his  views  of  universal  empire,  clared  the  war,  in  the  proclamitions  of  those  Gen- 
Vlesaw  the  final  struggle  for  the  independence  erals  who  have  conducted  the  war.  And  never, 
vi  nxankind  about  commencing,  and  its  issue  in-  to  my  knowledge,  has  it  been  disavowed  by  the 
yclved  in  dreadful  doubt.  Executive    Government,  unless   the  assertion  of 

{Your  wat,  however  intended,  must  be  the  ty-  .  our  Commissioners  at   Ghent   may   be  deemed 
r^inl•s  gain.     We  knew    it  was  better,  far  better,    such  a  disavowal. 

H  *t  all  your  invasions  should  be  turned  back  up-  Sir.  I  have  olten  heard  it  asserted  on  this  floor. 
h\  you,  than  that  your  conquests  should  add  one  I  have  heard  it  avowed  by  Mr.  Clay  while  a 
fii  rve  to  that  iron  arm  which  was  beating  down  member  of  this  House.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
U  i  jndeperjdence  of  every  nation.  We  could  .  speech  of  that  gentleman  delivered  sometime  be- 
iiHid  in  your  schemes  of  ambition  and  conquest,  fare  the  war  was  declared.  I  was  accidentally 
iA|.  men,  as  ,)atriot?,  as  Christians,  we  could  not    in  the  House  ;  and  to  show  that  my  friend  from 


V'  tuoiarily  mingle  in  the  unjust  conflict. 

Vet,  sir.  for  defence  we  have  been  always  ready; 


Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ward)  was  iit  nowise  mis- 
taken. I  will  read   an  extract  from   this  speech. 


d' /toce  whi.<*h  could    be  separated   from  your  in-    -'I   am    not.  sir.  in  favor  of  cherl^hing   the    pas- 

Y  Hiyn  of  Canada,  This  last  is  your  sole  prop-  '  sion  of  conquest.  But  I  must  be  permitted  to 
61  y.  The  wreath  of  Canadian  conquests,  whe-  ,  '  conclude,  by  declaring  my  hope  tn  see.  ere  long, 
(I  >n  it  be  woven  of  the  laurel  or  the  cypress  ;  j  •  the  new  United  Stales  (if  you  will  allow  me  the 
w  leiher  it  beam  with  justice  and  glory,  or  be  |  '  expression)  embracing  not  only  the  old  thirteen 
d  ^i<  in  the  black  and  crimson  hues  of  disgrace  •  States,  but  the  entire  country  east  of  the  Mis- 
a  d  guilt,  shall  decorate  your  brows  alone.  We  ;  '  sissippi,  including  East  Florida,  and  some  of  the 
h   vt  not,  we  never  had,  we  never  will  have  part,  ,  '  territories  to  the  North  of  us  also." 

o  It^t,  in  that  matter.  Bui  for  the  defence  of  cur  !  These  latter  "' territories"  are  none  other  than 
c  SJ?<iry,  even  from  those  dangers  with  which  |  the  Canadas.  Is  not  this  the  plain  and  palpable 
y  liir  madn«?s.«  alone  has  surrounded  her,  borne  spirit  of  conquest  ?  Was  my  friend  from  Massa- 
d   WD.    persecuted,  slandered,  as  we  are   by    the    chus^-tts  mistaken  ?     At  the  time,  the  orator  was 

V  ir\  Govehninent  which  should  protect  us,  here  the  champion  of  the  Administration  in  the  Sen- 
w  e  stand,  here  we  have  always  stood,  prepared  ate.  He  was  transferred  to  this  House,  and  afler- 
tr  furnish  every  aid,  even  to  the  last  vital  drop  wards,  Mr.  Speaker,  occupied  the  place  in  which 
y  tjich  warms  our  hearts.     Such  is  the  very  front  \  you   iiave  succeeded.     It  is  well  known    he  was 

0  our  oflendmg.  With  our  opponents  we  are  at  |  the  confidential  friend  of  the  President.  I  need 
t  r;  bar  of  Heaven.  |  not  describe  his  standing  in  this  House,  nor  state 

Thenatuf  of  an  honorable  gentleman,  formerly  I  his  powerful  influence  in  plunging  the  country 
C '.this  House,  now  a  Commissioner  at  Ghent,  has  j  into  war.  Did  he  understand  the  views  of  the 
l«»'j  introduced.  A  gentleman  from  Vermont,  |  Government  ?  Did  he  know  ihe  objects  of  the 
(^  Vir,  FiSK.)  alluding  to  the  charge  of  the  British  ]  war  ?     It  may  be   now  convenient   lo  answer  in 

•Q  imraissioners,  thai  the  conquest  of  Canada  was  ]  the   negative.     Then  of  course  his  authority  is 

|(j  je  object  of  this  war.  expressed  some  indignation     nothing. 
?     the  Mas.+achuseits  remonstrance,  which   they  ,      The  honorable  gentleman   has  also  spoken  of 

1  id  quoted  in  proof  of  their  charge.  My  honor-  i  union.  What  are  his  notions  of  an  useful  and 
ff.le  friend  froni  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ward)  re      honorable  union  ?     Not  a    union  of  men,  but  of 


1  ^irked,  in  reply,  that  it  was  strange  the  British 
«,  ^tiimissioners  had  wandered  so  far  for  testimony, 
i  !iasmuch  as  a  simple  question  to  Mr.  Clay,  if 
1  uiy  answered,  would  have  placed  the  subject 
I  j'yond  the  power  of  doubt, 
,  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  after 


measures;  not  of  council,  but  of  action.  Action! 
to  what  end?  To  save  our  country  ?  Be  it  so. 
But  the  first  step  towards  that  object  must  be 
made  by  those  who  have  dragged  the  country  to 
the  very  verge  of  ruin.  Yes,  we  are  ready  to  act 
for  the  salvation  of  our  country.     But  to  what 
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efficient  purpose  can  men  act  with  you,  who  be- 
lieve that  all  your  conduct  still  points  to  her  de- 
struction ? 

Would  you  save  this  country,  you  must  become 
sensible  of  her  perilous  condition,  of  your  own 
fatal  errors.  You  must  learn,  that  your  menaces 
of  conquest  have  become  the  mere  bravados  of 
rage  and  mortification  ;  that  your  frequent  parly 
denunciations  are  the  delirious  ravings  of  disap- 
pointment and  despair ;  that  your  hopes  of  succor 
from  foreign  wars  are  but  the  lunatic  visions  of 
political  madness.  You  must  bend  all  your 
thoughts  on  peace;  and,  until  you  obtain  it.  you 
must  apply  all  your  means  solely  to  the  defence 
of  the  country.  Then  you  will  obtain  that  gen- 
eral union  in  action  which  can  alone  produce  any 
permanent  good  to  the  State.  How  widely  dif- 
ferent are  your  designs  and  your  professed  osten- 
sible measures  !  You  continue  to  talk  of  that  mis- 
erable policy  which  has  dragged  you  so  heavily 
through  the  last  three  years,  and  elevated  you  to 
the  pinnacle  of  disgrace  which  you  now  occupy. 
You  still,  in  your  daily  dreams,  menace  the  tow- 
ers of  Quebec,  reckless  that  your  cities  may  meet 
the  same  ignoble  fate  which  has  swept  your  Cap- 
itol. Party  spirit  still  pollutes  all  the  councils  of 
the  Cabinet,  and  impels  it  to  hunt,  with  blood- 
hounds of  persecution,  the  most  independent,  wise, 
and  virtuous  men  of  the  nation.  You  well 
know  that  a  course  like  this  pre->enis  a  wall 
of  brass  in  the  way  of  a  general  union.  And  yet 
you  pursue  it  with  untiring  ardor.  Where  will 
It  finally  conduct  this  devoted  country  ?  Is  not 
her  fate  written  in  glaringcapiials  upon  the  tomb- 
stone of  every  departed  Republic? 

With  such  conduct  in  the  ruling  power,  what 
is  the  duty  of  those  in  the  House,  who,  like  my- 
self, have  no  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Ad- 
ministration? 1  judge  for  myself  alone.  The 
cause  is  brought  home  to  my  conscience.  This 
country  must  fall,  unless  every  hand  is  stretched 
forth  to  her  rescue.  I  fear  there  is  no  hope  of 
safety  but  in  a  radical  change  of  rulers.  This 
cannot  now  be  constitutionally  effected.  We 
must  patiently  wait  until  a  whole  people,  roused 
from  the  stupor  alrao'^t  of  ihe  grave,  shall  inter- 
pose for  our  final  rescue.  In  the  meantime,  the 
country  muu  be  defended. 

As  a  member  of  this  Government,  I  feel  I  have 
no  choice  remaining.  Notwithstanding  the  con- 
tinued frenzy  of  the  Administration  in  relation 
to  conquest,  must  not  this  war.  in  the  nature  of 
things  and  in  spite  of  its  authors,  be  entirely  de- 
fensive? Where,  and  in  what  quarter,  have  not 
their  errors  compelled  us  to  struggle  for  the  very 
possession  of  our  soil? 

In  the  East,  a  whole  province  is  torn  from  us ; 
in  the  South,  we  are  menaced  with  the  loss  of  a 
Sute.  On  our  Northern  frontier,  the  disciplined 
hosts  of  the  enemy  are  marshalled,  and,  having 
beaten  back  invasion,  are  ready,  in  their  turn,  to 
carry  desolation  into  the  bosom  of  our  Union. 
The  forests  of  the  West  are  again  disturbed  by 
the  war-shout  of  the  savage.  Our  Capitol  has 
disgracefully  fallen,  and  all  our  coasts  are  open  to 
ravage  and  conflagration. 


When,  in  this  condition  of  my  country,  I  bow 

to  the  Constitution,  and,  by  force  of  its  provisions, 
am  compelled,  either  to  stanJ  neuter,  or  to  trust 
means  of  defence  to  men  who  may  cast  them 
away,  or  pervert  them  to  conquest,  do  I  therefore 
participate  in  their  guilt? 

Bui  ca«  those  means  be  thus  perverted?  If 
even  our  present  rulers  are  so  lost  to  their  coun- 
try, as  to  wish  to  leave  her  a  defenceless  victim 
to  the  enemy,  dare  they  venture  on  the  suicidal 
nveasure  ?  Where  are  our  forces  to  meet  and 
repel  the  mighty  fleets  and  armies  which  threat- 
en invasion  ?  Where  are  our  armies,  even  for 
defence  ? 

The  very  means  which  must  bring  them  into 
existence  are  still  slumbering  in  your  committee 
rooms.  What  if  they  should  fail  ?  Have  we 
pictured  to  ourselves  the  consequence?  What 
man  who  hears  me  will  survive  the  bloody 
spasms,  the  social  distractions,  and  civil  and  ser- 
vile commotions  which  must  ensue  a  violent 
termination  of  our  Republic?  Wheu  I  view 
our  own  Slate,  the  great  mart  of  her  wealth,  of 
easy  access,  and  of  difficult  defence;  the  great 
lake  extending  to  her  interior,  commanded  by 
the  enemy  ;  her  borders  bristling  with  hostile 
bayonets,  ouly  waiting  the  Spring  to  be  levelled 
at  our  citizens;  and  when  I  know  the  extreme 
distress,  perhaps  overthrow  that  must  await  her, 
if  unaided  in  the  struggle,  my  duty  forbids  me 
to  hesitate.  Our  Slates  must  be  defended  from 
invasion  ;  beyond  that,  is  not  possible  for  our 
means.  For,  sir,  let  those  mortified  and  disgraced 
men,  whose  rashness  and  imbecility  have  com- 
bined to  produce  all  our  misfortunes,  talk  as  they 
may,  about  their  vain  designs  of  future  invasion 
and  conquest,  the  wretched  slate  of  the  Treas- 
ury, the  melancholy  condition  of  our  armies,  are 
no  longer  susceptible  of  concealment. 

So  far  is  invasion  and  conquest  beyond  their 
power  that,  in  the  nexicampaigo,  all  the  resources 
of  the  nation,  all  the  spirit  of  the  people,  and,  I 
fear,  twice  the  wisdom  of  the  Administration,  will 
be  indispensable,  to  preserve  our  cities  from  con- 
flagration, our  Union  from  dissolution,  and  some 
of  our  Stales  from  subjugation.  In  this  firm  be- 
lief, though  faint,  indeed,  are  my  hopes  of  success 
under  the  influence  of  present  auspices,  I  hold  it 
as  a  sacred  duty  to  keep  nothing  back  which  may 
aid  in  the  defence  of  the  country.  Every  meas- 
ure ap[>licable  to  this  great  object,  whether  for 
the  supply  of  money  or  of  men.  which  shall  prom- 
ise advantage,  and  which  is  sanctioned  by  the 
spirit  of  the  Consiiiuiion,  shall  have  all  the  aid  in 
my  power  to  furnish,  ray  voice  and  my  vote. 

When  Mr.  Grosvenor  had  concluded — 

•Mr.  Bar.nett  said  that  the  old  saying  of  "one 
day  older  and  two  days  worse,"  was  not  inappli- 
cable, he  thought,  to  the  present  state  of  some 
gentlemen's  irritable  faculties;  for  the  nearer  we 

III 

are  like  to  approach  to  a  system  calculated  to 
give  a  manly  and  vigorous  defence  to  the  nation, 
and  security  to  the  blessings  ue  enjoy,  in  a  two- 
fold proportion  do  they  appear  to  be  dispirited, 
and  doubly  loud  the  denunciations  of  the  cruelty 
and  wickedness  of  the  measure.     Mr.  B.  said  he 
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some  of  the  best  blood  of  this  nation  runs  in  their 
veins,  and  that  he  could  not  by  his  vote  suffer  the 
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had  ndtE»een  bred  to  the  law,  nor  to  the  stage,  as 

had  be|p#  the  lot  of  soaie;  but  that  he  had  served     .,  _ _.  ... „^  .,,^  .^.c^uurr  me 

his  cojiCry  as  a  soldier  at  sixteen  years  of  age.  I  over  fondness  of  a  mother,  the  timidity  of  a  fa- 
and  h^irusted  he  had  done  his  duly.  Mr.  B.  '  ther,  or  the  avarice  of  a  master,  to  restrain  thfm. 
said  hti  ^ould  not,  at  this  time,  have  troubled  the  I  am.  said  he,  for  breaking  their  bonds  and  letting 
Housexi.ih  any  observations  of  his.  but  from  the  them  loose.  They  will  Hock  to  the  standard  of 
notice ^lirh  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas-  their  country  :  they  will  immortalize  themselves; 
sachusit  (Mr.  Ki.so)  had  taken  of  some  obser-  they  have  got  vigor  and  strength  too;  they  will 
vationpttf  his,  made  on  this  floor  a  few  days  not  be  found  wanting  in  their  country's  cau!<e  in 
since  ;;i)[rd,  said    Mr.  B..   I  will    now  explain  to     the  day  and  hour  of  danger. 

that  gt-itleman  more  particularly  what  may  be        Mr.  B.  asked  if  it  was  less  important  to  defend 
under\nf  »d  by  the  term  'feeding  with  soft  corn."    the  nation  than  it  was  to  have  given  it  existence. 
Mr.  B:  Y'd  he  had  lived  in  the  days/)f  the  last  j  He  answered  it  was   not.     He  said  it  was  more 
Revolin  ouary  struggle,  which  gave  birth  to  the  I  necessary,  it  was  more  dishonorable  not  to  do  so. 
Gover|ii  jent  we  are  now  called  upon  to  defend.  '  For  the  people  of  these  United  States  to  have  en- 
There;  i  ^re   many  at  that  day  in   the  country  '  joyed    the  comfort  and    happiness   which    they 
where;  t  If  then    lived,  and   now   lives,  who  were     have  done,  and    now   to   become  slaves  to  that 
opposed  >as  now,  to  the   measures  necessary  to    nation   to   which   their  fathers,  in   the    infantile 
defend;  Isemselves  against  the  same  unrighteous    state  of  the  nation,  bid  defiance,  would  be  a  two- 
and  dr5*f)tic  foe  With  whom  we  are  now  engaged.  '  fold    misery,   a  wretchedness    not    to    be    borne. 
We  rMtijnstrated  with  them,  we  temporized,  we  '  Away,  then,  with  all    your  party  bickering  and 
fed  th.-l  with  son  corn.     Their  fears,  their  loy-    national  pecuniary   prejudices;  this  of  wa'nting 
alty,  thljr  K-ng.  and  their  consciences  prevailed,  '  to  get  into  powt-r,  or  that  of  wanlin<'  to  keep  it 
and.  at  f/nes  became  more  difficult,  they  became  |  which  have  alike  brought  this  nation  to  the  pre^ 
more  |iv  'Chievous.  and  the  friends  of  the  Revo-    cipice  of  ruin.     It  is  lo  Congress  alone  that  the 
lution  jn^re  hardened  and  desperate.     Hemp  and  i  people  who  love  their  GovertTment  look  for  safety 
coi  fisda^n   were    resorted    to;    but    it    was  the  j  in  this  hour  of  danger;  the  hour  when  it  shall  be 
more  (^f»^»-rate  remedy  of  Mohock  tea  that  ena-  '  determined  whether  vice  or  virtue  shall  predomi- 
bled  u^  l;  olant  ihr  tree  of  liberty  in  the  State  of  |  nate.     Sir,  the  momtnt  is  big  with  importance; 
Oeorgfa^and  the  greater  part  of  South  Carolina.  !  the  object   is  great.     When    I   view  the  advan- 
^'  ^  JI'J'  'hat   in  referring  to  those  times,  he  '  tages  which  this  country  affords  above  any  other, 
might. I  ^  too  much    led  aWay  by  early  impres-  j  I  am  led  to  prospects  beyond  the  grave  itself.     A 
8ions;a  -was  aware  of  their  force,  but  when  his    Government,  where  the  mind  and  conscience  is 
country,'  ^as  hieed.'ngat  every  pore,  torn  to  pieces    left  free,  will  never  fail  to  unfetter  itself  from  the 
bv   bruif  and   pariy  faction,  the  similitude  was  \  fears  and  superstitions  of  the  ignorant,  and  break 
glarin;|.^d  who  ,jught  not  to  feel  ?     The  hon- !  asunder  the  manacles  that    power  has  rivetted- 
arable    t-.-nileman     from      .Massachusetts.    (Mr.  !  where,  if  man   is  not   happy,  it  is  his  own  fault' 
KiNG,>  if,;  his  wild  rareer  of  affrighted  frenzy,  has  '  But,  sir.  I  fear  that  while  the  scars  of  the  Revo- 
nol  su|l^.ed   the    Southern    slaves,  as  he   terms;  lutionary  soldier  are  yet  to  be  seen,  and  aUo  the 
Itiem.  Jci  Escape  hini.     He  says  the  Government     hoary  heads  of  that  day— thou<»h  thinly  scattered 
tried  ^alious  ways  to  get  soldiers  to  fill   up  the  1  amon?  our  population— I  fear  "before  the  fathers 
ranks  rfJTfhe  Army  without  effect;  that  they  at  \  are  all  laid  in  their  tombs,  the  children  will  be 
last  otli'K\-d.  as  an  inducement  to  the  Eastern  free-    found  rioting  in  their  blood-bought  earnines 
men.  mj-pnce  o(  a  Southern  slave.     Sir,  I  can        Mr.  Miller  said,  it  had  not  fJen  his  intention 
assurer:|,t  gentleman  tha:  I  know  honest  slaves    to  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  on  this 
in   the;  loiiih  whom    I  would   not  exchange  for    bill.     After  the  ability  and  eloquence  displayed 
many  i!:f,iern  freemen  ihat  I  have  seen.     Mr.  B.  j  by  his  friends,  he  certainly  should  not  have  risen 
said   er^Iy  feeling  of  his  youth  was  made  alive  |  had  it  not  been  for  the  observations  which  had 
«n.    hrt.tfTrr'°/r''*"i^  patriot,  his  worthy  [just  fallen  from    the   honorable  gentlemen  from 
and  hc|.jvablelr.end  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hop-    Georgia  and  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Barnbtt  and  Mr. 
KiN9)jC|,en   describing    the  feelings  of  an   old     Sharp.) 

man.  T^t*,  in  the  g.*llanl  deeds  of  his  youth,  could'  The  gentleman  from  Geor<ria  alludes  with 
rejoicefi     old  age  that  he  had  defended  the  cause     much   apparent   satisfaction,  to  the  days  of  the 

ter  iTtt  *.ir?J  ':^'^.'^V"  '''k,'^'^^  '^°^"  '"  ^'  !  R*"^'^''""""-  He  says,  and  he  say,  truly  that  the 
%W}-\  ^f"7'  ""^  »''  ^»^:i'y  blessings.  Mr.  '  patriots  of  that  period  pursued  a  course  widely 
fonMh.  ^^f  "'''-^f "  ^\^^  Massachusetts  never  I  different  from  the  war  men  of  the  present  day. 
fhis  ij^  '^nfT^  f  k"'"'^  °'  m'7^"'^  ""'  "^  •'^^"  difference  ,s  greater  than  may  have  been 
meas  .?J  W.  ]        ^7  "''"'^  '»""''  '^^    nnagmed.     The   war  of  the   Revolution   was  a 

Mr   R  ^1   1   K     '^       '"''  ''r  "'""!!•  i  ^^^  °^  '^'  "'''""  '  'A'*  "  considered   by  a  great 

«Jh.n^^  i        V.'  "^r'^'^  '?  ''"•""»  °"^  ^^^  '  P°'''°"  "'^  '^^  <^«"°'^y  '"  be  the  war  of  a  party. 
^rUrCA'-U^v       ^y  'f'';p°"^raa"  f^om  Con-  \  That  war  was  commenced  for  clear  and  ucknowl- 
nect.cu^.CMr.  P™n.)     He  was  not  for^depriv-  I  edged  practical  rights;  this,  for  claims  of  a  doubt- 
mo  «  «    o.»   .„-„  r.         /.    fy|  ^^j  speculative   character.     That   war   was 


■vi 


•°?  'be:  *t)ung  maja  of  eighteen  years  of  age  of 
the  5atis(*4ction  he  may  hereafter  enjoy,  or  the 
example  ^  may  afford,  of  having  defended  the 
only  frt«*^CJoverr,mPnt  on  earth.  Mr.  B.  said 
1  '.  .  •' 
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I 
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conducted  by  men  of  elevated  feelings  and  lofty 
minds;  men  who  pledged  their  "lives,  their  for- 
tunes, and    their  sacred   honor."  and   who  glo- 
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riously  redeemed  that  pledge.  The  present  war 
men  have  not  been  backward  in  professions  of 
patriotism  and  devotion  to  the  cause.  They 
have  been  profuse  in  speeches  and  declarations, 
but  have  been  a  little  unfortunate  in  furnishing 
the  most  clear  and  undoubted  evidences  of  their 
sincerity.  Individual  instances  of  exception 
throughout  this  country  may  be  produced  ;  but  in 
general,  it  may  with  truth  be  said,  that  the  advo- 
cates of  the  war.  these  '•  life  and  f^orlune"  gentle- 
men, have  not  discovered  more  alacrity  and  zea) 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  than  their  neigh- 
bors. In  general,  they  have  had  a  most  reverend 
regard  for  the  safety  of  their  per.sons,  and  a  laud- 
able respect  for  the  security  of  their  property. 
They  have  not  been  seen  in  the  "imminent  deadly 
breach"  more  frequently  than  others;  nor  have 
ibey  contributed  voluntary  aid  in  money  for  the 
prosecution  of  this,  their  holy  war.  On  the  con- 
trary, many  of  them  have  flattened  on  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  nation,  and  amassed  enormous  for- 
tunes by  the  war. 

Mr.  M.  said,  it  could  not  be  pretended  that  op- 
portunities for  the  exercise  of  patriotism  had  been 
wanting.  The  occasion  has  existed — it  now  ex- 
ists. It  IS  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  nation 
is  in  deep  distress  for  money,  and  yet  no  rumors 
have  reached  us  that  private  fortunes  have  been 
poured  into  the  public  chest  for  the  relief  of  the 
country.  In  this  there  is  certainly  a  great  differ- 
ence between  the  conduct  of  the  present  war  men 
and  the  worthies  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  M. 
called  the  recollection  of  the  House  to  the  case  of 
that  distinguished  citizen,  who.  during  the  im- 
portant and  decisive  campaign  of  1781,  clothed 
and  led  the  American  Army  out  of  his  own  pri- 
vate resources.  Congress  had  no  money  and 
very  little  credit ;  the  Army  was  .starving,  and  its 
operations  nearly  suspended  for  want  of  supplies. 
A  patriot*  was  Jound  who  afforded  relief  by  his 
private  credit.  And  to  the  reproach  of  this  coun- 
try, that  individual  was  permuted  to  die  in  pov- 
erty and   want.     Ti»e  conduct  of  this  gentleman 

•Mr.  Robert  Murria,  of  Philadelphia;  of  Vfbom 
Judge  Marshall,  in  hi«  Life  of  Washington,  thus 
speakj : 

"  The  occasion  required  that  he  should  bring  his 
private  credit  in  aid  of  the  public  resources,  and  pledge 
himself  personally  and  exclusively  for  articles  of  the 
most  absolute  necessity,  which  could  not  be  otherwise 
oblttined."  •  •  •  "  To  him,  in  no  inconsiderable 
degree,  is  it  to  be  attributed,  that  the  very  active  and 
decisive  operations  of  the  campaign  of  1781,  were  not 
impeded,  perhaps  entirely  defeated,  by  a  total  failure 
of  the  means  for  transporting  military  stores  and  feed- 
ing the  -Vrmy."  "  After  having  reheved  the  wants  of 
the  moment  by  his  private  credit,  .Mr.  Morris  proposed 
10  take  on  himself  the  task  of  complying  with  all  the 
specific  requisitions  made  by  Congress  on  Pennsylva- 
nia for  the  present  year,  (1781.)  on  receiving,  as  a 
reimbursement,  the  taxes  imposed  by  a  law  just  enacted. 
This  proposition  being  accepted,  the  contract  was 
made  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  it,  supplies  which  the 
Government  found  itself  incapabie  of  furnishing,  were 
raised  by  an  individual." — IV  Vol.  Life  of  Wuthing- 
ington,  pp.  458,  459. 


affords  an  illustrious  example,  well  worthy  of  imi- 
tation ;  but  Mr.  M.  had  no  expectation  that  it 
would  be  followed  by  the  advocates  of  the  pres- 
ent war.  He  said  the  history  of  the  Revolution 
afforded  many  other  instances  of  Zealand  patriot- 
ism, which  had  not  been  followed  during  the 
present  war;  and  he  thought  the  friends  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  would  not  feel  under 
peculiar  obligations  to  him  for  drawing  the  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  comparison.  It  was  a  com- 
parison not  much  to  their  credit. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  seems  to  express 
some  dissatisfaction  that  his  friends  have  not  ap- 
plied ''hemp  and  confiscation,'"  as  the  proper  dis- 
cipline for  the  refractory  minority.  Mr.  M.  said 
he  would  resist  such  allusions,  from  whatever 
quarter  they  might  come.  In  a  Government  like 
this  it  is  not  to  be  endured  that  such  threats 
should  be  held  in  terrorem  over  the  minority. 
The  gentleman's  doctrine  outstrips  the  famous 
doctrine  of  moral  treason,  which  Mr.  M.  bad 
hoped  was  scouted  from  this  House  forever. 
That  moral  treason  system  was  bad  enough  in  all 
conscience.  By  it  the  minority  were  compared 
to  the  mutineers  of  a  ship,  whom  the  majority 
had  a  right  to  throw  overboard  at  pleasure.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  M.,  I  deny  the  right,  and  I  defy  the 
power,  of  the  majority  to  throw  us  overboard. 
We  have  an  interest  in  the  national  ship  equal  to 
theirs;  our  right  lo  throw  them  overboard  is 
equal  to  their  right  to  throw  us  overboard;  and 
however  gentlemen  may  think  it.  I  do  humbly 
apprehend  that  in  such  a  contest  our  power  is 
not  inferior  to  theirs. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  could  with  confidence  appeal  to 
his  venerable  friends  around  him,  and  ask  them 
for  advice.  They  remembered  the  days  of  the 
Revolution  with  a  pride  and  elevation  not  infe- 
rior to  that  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia.  They  will  tell  us  not  to  be  deterred 
from  doing  our  duty  by  any  menaces  or  threats 
which  may  be  thrown  out  here  or  elsewhere. 
They  will  tell  us  it  is  our  duty  to  save  the  Fed- 
eral ship  from  the  madness  and  folly  of  the  mea 
now  at  the  helm.  They  will  tell  us  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  "stand  on  the  deck  while  there  is  a  shot 
in  the  locker."  Living,  they  will  encourage  us 
by  their  example ;  and  dying  they  will  exhort  us, 
in  the  language  of  our  own  Lawrence — '' Dont 
give  up  the  ship.^'' 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Suahp) 
has  been  pleased  to  designate  those  who  opposed 
the  war,  and  the  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  for  carrying  it  on.  as  proper  objects  of 
detestation.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  have  not  been  sparing  of  their  censure  for 
the  part  we  have  taken,  and  they  now  modestly 
attribute  the  present  alarming  state  of  the  nation 
to  our  opposition.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  willing  to 
admit  that  the  minority  had  generally  opposed 
the  systems  and  plans  which  had  been  adopted. 
The  minority  had  remonstrated  against  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  ;  but  the  majority  had 
succeeded  in  everything.  They  were  not  to  be 
driven  from  their  course  by  the  clamor;*  of  the 
minority  ;  they  have  heretofore  passed  all  their 
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Jaws;  (  ley  bare  uot  failed  of  a  single  measure  in 

this  H:  |is? ;  they  {have  pa-sed  every  law  they  pro- 
posed/,  rr  raisingeiiher  men  or  money.  What 
has  be'      '--  —  ■.     ^    ..     .  ' 

They 
baokrai 


selve^ 
wren*.! 
have.|i| 
found. ij 
open  ^ifk 
majorjil 


'1  the  resfjlt  of  all  these  wise  measures? 
|ave  brought  the  nation  to  the  brink  of 
^'tcy  and  <uin.  The  majority  are  them- 
tnvinced  that  their  measures  have  been 
The  be«it  evidence  the  minority  can 
jiistificaijon  of  their  opposition,  is  to  be 
the  present  state  of  the  nation  ;  and  ihe 
gl  undisguised  intention  manifested  by  the 
■  J  '°  abanidon  all  their  former  projects. 
How  r:|i  ihe  mi.'iorjty  be  justly  blamed  for  op- 
posiDpfanswhicU  have  nearly  ruined  the  nation? 
And  tv¥h  what  ^jrace  do  reproaches  come  from 
those  V  ry  men  >vho  now  openly  confess  that 
these  r|ns  must  te  abandoned  ?     The  majority 


ese  J) 
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who  d(|iared  the.  war,  and  who  have  failed  in 
prosecii  ,ng  it,  ate  responsible  to  this  people. 
They  i  ,ve  had  aJl  the  Constitutional  power  of 
the  G.!)i  ,'rnraent;  they  have  disregarded  all  the 
warniiif*  of  the  minority;  they  have  pursued 
their  otfn  course;  and  it  is  manifest  that  they 
have  riiher  not  bad  discernment  to  select  the 
proper  lieans,  or  they  have  shrunk  from  the 
respoop  Vility  cf  such  measures  as  were  required 
by  ihe:i|ite  of  the;  country. 

Thf  VentlemaR  from  Kentucky  thinks  the 
mmor.tl.  treat  the  Administration  with  unbe- 
commj^reedom.  Mr.  M.  said  he  did  not  hold  it 
impropr  for  any  member  of  this  House  strictly 
to  scrui|iize  the  conduct  of  Administration.  He 
claimedjlhe  right,  in  its  fullest  extent,  and  said 
that  wt.|<i  a  fit  ocea-sion  presented,  he  should  ex- 
ercise tiat  right.:  While,  with  a  heart  not  less 
suscepii||e  than  other  gentlemen,  he  could  weep 
over  t^ij  wounds  of  this  suffering  country;  he 
had  a:i|;Vht.  and  it  was  his  duty,  to  expose  the 
arm  M|Mch  had  intiicted  these  wounds. 

GeoR  Jmen  on  theother  side  of  the  House  seem 

irose  very 
Those 
,ly  believed  that  the  war  was 
neces^^y  and  just  at  its  commencement;  that 
nothirtg^had  happened  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  the 
expedfe^cy  of  coijiinuing  it;   who  thought  the 
men  ip  jiocver  fait.iful  and  competent  to  conduct 
the  w^rilo  a  successful  issue  ;  those  who  expected 
tt  to  r-'tul'   in   the  hoi.or  and   happiness  ol   the 
countrjldid  well  to  support  the  war,  and  it  was 
right  iu|brm  to  affurd  a  all  manner  of  assistance. 
JtJut  h»  <Av.i  believijd  the  war  to  have  been  inexpe- 
dient anfl  unnecesjary  in  its  origin  ;  who  believed 
that   tn-f  principal  causes  of  it   had  ceased,  and 
that  ar.  j^iuitable  p^^ace  might  have  been  obtained  ; 
who  b^,.ved  that   the  war  had  been  continued 
Irom   Hjaives  of  ambition   and   with  a  view  to 
conqu.t5|i  that  the  prosecution  of  the  war  would 
result  'tf  the  disgrace  of  the  country  and  the  rum 
of  our  ^J'publican. institutions;  he  who  believed 
all  this,.^nd  yet  afforded  this  war  anv  other  aid 
than  wf,Jt  was  rer'.uired  of  him,  as  a  citizen  and 
subjeci  fij  the  laws*,  so  far  from  being  a  patriot  is 
a  villaiaj:  Surely  gentlemen  have  not  considered 
the  exti?|-  of  the  claim  they  make  upon  us ;  surely 
they  c«i|^ot,  they  (^o  not,  liiinkso  meanly  of  us. 


GeoR  Jmen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ho 
to  for^fl  that  a  difference  of  action  ar 
naturall,'  from  a  difference  of  opinion, 
who  (icyiMMeniiouily  believed  that  the 
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Mr.  M.  said,  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to 
^ay  one  word  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but,  beinff 
up  he  would  barely  say  that  he  hoped  the  motion 
of  his  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Pitkin)  would  pre- 
vail.    Independent  of  the  arguments  aoainsi  ihe 
constitutionality  of  the   law,  he  found%ufficient 
reasons  to  vote  ajainst  the  clause  on  the  ground 
of  inexpediency.     He  could   not  but    think  that 
the  principle  of  the  bill  strikes  at  the  root  of  civil 
•society,  and  must  be  produclive  of  much  mischief. 
It   goes  to    break   down    parental   authority  and 
takes  awav  all  those  wholesome  checks  and  re- 
straints which  the  laws  of  every  well  regulated 
Government  provide  for  unwary  and  improvident 
youth.     It  cannot  be  prudent  or  discreet  to  take 
away  that  protection  which  our  laws  have  fur- 
nished for  ardent  and  inconsiderate  boy>,  who,  ia 
a  moment  of  excitement,  may  be  inveigled  from 
the  tippling-house  to  the  drum-head. 

Mr.  M.  observed  that,  in  one  respect,  he  differed 
from  his  friends  who  had  spoken  on  this  ques- 
tion. They  seemed  to  admit  that  the  permission 
to  enlist  minors,  without  the  consent  of  their 
friends,  would  add  to  the  number  of  recruits.  He 
thought   differently.     The   war    projects  are  al- 


ready  odious  in  this  community,  and  this  plan  of 
enlisting  minors  would,  no  doubt,  add  to  the  dis- 
contents already  existing.  Parents,  masters,  and 
guardians,  will  not  cheerfully  submit  to  have 
their  children,  servants,  or  wards,  taken  from 
them  without  their  consent.  They  will  take 
measures  to  counteract  the  law;  combinations 
will  be  furrned  to  defeat  its  execution;  and  you 
will  lose  rather  than  gam  recruits  by  this  project. 
But,  said  .Mr.  M..  suppose  a  few  additional  re- 
cruits might  be  procured  by  this  management; 
the  Administration  and  its  friends  can  scarcely 
think  It  necessary  to  resort  to  any  measure  of 
doubtful  character.  Why  suffer  these  lads  to  be 
tampered  with?  why  hold  out  an  inducement  for 
your  recruiiing  officers  lo  seduce  them  from  their 
duty  and  their  friends?  U  not  this  war  popular? 
Are  not  the  people  patriotic?  And  has  not  the 
war  been  successful  ? 

Is  not  the  war  popular?  After  all  we  have 
heard  on  this  subject  from  the  President  oi  the 
United  Slates  and  the  advocates  of  the  war  oa 
t^his  floor  and  elsewhere,  this  fact  can  scarcely  be 
disputed.  The  advocates  of  the  war.  in  discus- 
sions  here,  have  uniformly  told  us  that  the  war 
was  popular.  They  have  adduced  the  elections 
in  support  of  this  opinion,  and  the  majority  on 
this  floor  is  considered  as  conclusive  proof  on  this 
point.  In  all  parts  of  the  country  the  same  posi- 
tion has  been  taken  ;  and  it  is  fortified  by  the  evi- 
dence  of  the  war-Governors  of  the  Stales. 

The  President  has  told  us,  that  '•  the  nation  felt 
the  necessity  of  the  war.  and  called  fur  it."  In 
his  hrst  Message,  after  the  declaration  of  war. 
November  4th,  1812,  he  consoles  himself  and  his 
triends  for  ihe  disgraceful  surrender  of  our  army 
at  Uetioit,  by  the  -signal  proof  that  the  national 
a"*!!'  k '^*^  '"  proportion  lo  the  pressure  on  it." 
And  he  said  it  was  necessary  to  repress  rather 
than  excite  this  patriotic  zeal.  In  his  Message  at 
Ihe  opening  of  the  last  session.  December  8, 1813 
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he  says,  "we  behold  a  subject  for  congratulation 
in  the  daily  testimonies  of  increas-ing  harmony 
throughout  the  nation."  Sentiments  of  the  same 
kind  are  to  be  found  in  other  communications 
from  the  same  source.  Now,  after  all  this  testi- 
mony, it  must  be  conceded  that  the  war  is  popu- 
lar. The  people  also  are  patriotic — so  much  so 
that  their  "zeal  it  is  necessary  rather  to  limit 
than  excite."  Why,  then,  permit  boys  to  be 
seduced  from  their  friends? 

The  war  is  not  only  popular,  but  it  has  been 
successful !  Mr.  M.  begged  gentlemen  not  to  be 
incredulous,  for  he  could  prove  it.  To  be  sure 
we  did  not  take  Canada  in  the  short  time  which 
had  been  predicted.  We  have  heard,  too.  that 
our  army  at  Detroit  surrendered  in  the  first  cam- 
paign ;  that  tne  attempt  on  Montreal  failed  in  the 
second  campaign  ;  and  we  do  know  tiiat  this 
Hou.>e  passed  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  "causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arras  on 
the  Northern  frontier."  All  of  us  who  have 
eyes  can  see,  and  ail  of  us  who  have  hearts  can 
feel  the  evidence,  the  damning  evidence,  that  the 
enemy  did  make  a  "  sudden  incursion"  into  this 
District.  The  war  has  nevertheless  been  success- 
ful, and  I  can  prove  it  iVom  the  most  undoubted 
authority.  There  have  been,  to  be  sure,  from 
time  to  time,  some  rumors  afloat,  which,  if  be- 
lieved, would  seem  to  bring  this  fact  into  ques- 
tion ;  but  they  are  rumors,  mere  runiorx.  utterly 
unworthy  of  credit.  Look  at  the  public  docu- 
ments; apply  to  the  fountain  head,  and  read  the 
Messages  of  ihe  President  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  25th  May,  1813,  he  expresses  his  satisfac- 
tion at  being  able  to  "appeal  to  the  auspicious 
progress  of  the  war."  On  the  7th  December, 
1813,  he  says:  "The  best  encouragement  is  de- 
rived from  the  success  with  which  it  has  pleased 
the  Almighty  to  bless  our  arms."  On  the  20th 
September,  1814,  he  appeals  '•  lo  a  series  of 
achievements  which  have  given  new  lustre  to  the 
American  arms."  And,  in  his  late  proclamation 
for  a  Fast,  November  16.  1814,  he  calls  upon  the 
people  of  these  United  States  to  thank  the  great 
Disposer  of  Events  for  "the  victories  which  have 
so  powerfully  contributed  to  the  defence  and 
protection  of  our  country."  The  war,  then,  has 
been  succe^sful  I  It  cannot  be  doubled!  Who 
dare  to  doubt  ii  ?  , 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  hoping  that  the  motion 
of  his  Iriead  from  Connecticut  would  prevail. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  altering  our  militia 
system.  At  anv  rate  it  could  not  be  necessary  to 
introduce  this  odious  and  novel  practice,  for  llie 
war  is  popular,  ihe  people  are  patriotic,  and  you 
have  been  successful. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Pitkin's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
65,  nays  S4,  as  follows: 

Ykab— Messrs.  Baylies  of  MaseachusetU,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigclow,  Bradbury,  Brighain,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Dana, 
Da»enporl,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Duvali, 
Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  CJrosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kmg  of  .Masaachusctls,  Law,  Lewis,  I^v- 


I  ett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moieley, 
I  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter' 
I  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  8chu reman,  Shef^ 
>  fey,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
,  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stock  ton.  Sturges,  Taggart.  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
I  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 

I  er,  Avery,  Barbour,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowcn,  Bradley, 

Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton| 

Comstock,    Condict,    Crawford,    Creighton,    Crouch, 

'  Cuthbert.  Desha,   Eppes,   Findley,   Fisk  of  Vermont, 

Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghol- 

son,  Goodwyn,   Gourdin,    Griffin,    Hall,    Harris,  Ha»- 

brouck,   Hawes,   Hopkins  of  Kentucky,   Humphreys, 

I  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 

Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 

bourn.   King  of  North    Carolina,    LefferU,    Lowndea, 

Lyle,  .McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  .Moore,  Nelson,  New-' 

I  ton,  Ormsby,  Parker,    Pickens,  Piper.  Pleasanu,  Rea 

;  of  Pennsylvania,   Rhea   of  Tennessee,   Rich,  Roane, 

Robertson,    Sage,   Sevier,   Seybert,   Sharp,  Smith  of 

Pennsylvania,    Strong,    Tannchill,    Taylor,    Telfair, 

Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and' 

Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Oakley,  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  section  : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  shall  be  enlisted  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person,  within 
four  days  after  such  enlistment,  to  apply  to  any  justice 
of  the  peace  or  other  civil  magistrate,  and  upon  the 
allegation,  upon  oath,  of  such  person  so  enlisted,  that 
such  enlistment  was  procured  by  fraud  or  surprise,  or 
when  the  person  so  enlisted  was  intoxicated  by  liquor, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  justice  of  the  peace  or  other 
civil  magistrate  to  discharge  such  person  from  such 
enlistment,  in  case  such  person  shall  return  to  the  re- 
cruiting officer  the  bounty  money  received  by  such 
person. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Seybert,  to  amend 
the  said  section  by  sinking  out  the  word  "  sur- 
prise." 

On  whici),  the  House  adjourned. 


Mo.NDAY,  December  5. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  James 
Breckenridge,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  W^ays  and 
Means,  reported  i  bill  supplemental  to  the  acts 
authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several  suras  of  twenty-* 
five  millions  of  dollars  and  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Eppe.s  also  reported  a  bill  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1814  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  JoHNso.N,  from  ihe  committee  lo  whom 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty  ihou.<and  four 
hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States  against  invasion," 
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le  00  the  table. 
,  fromjihe  Senate,  "to  authorize  the 
4  of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late 


iijirar] 
Cfoitt 


Tli*J^il 

Presided  of  the  Cfoited  State,."  waV'reaTiVic'e 
and  c(»it>iuied  to^a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
HOli^«S  LOSTp  THE  PLBLIC  SERVICE. 
Mr.-. Yancey,  frpra  the  Coraraittee  of  Claims  j 
made>ir{K)rt  on  lyT^  resolutions  of  this  House  of 
■iid25ih  j1   November   last,  instructing' 
quire  idio  the  expediency  of  making! 
^  t>r  horse.'!  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  public  I 
.  which    was   read,  and    referred    to    the 
of  th<'  whole  House  on  the  bill  to  au-  | 
payment   for   property  lost,  captured, 
d  by  the  enemy,  whilst  in  the  military  i 
the  United  Slate?.— The  report  is  as 


dent,  or-  f .e   pecuhai*  d 
■enrice.  j  <H   their  loss-is 
then  the^  #^mmittee   iia\ 
House  a'l;^;  which  it  \b  1 


the  W.'i 

them  C 

paymei 

servicfe 

Com  mi 

tborize 
or  desin 
service 
follows 

That.  \\,px  8tatemvtit«  made   to   the  committee,  the 
correctnei.  of  which  .hey  cannot  doubt,  it  appears  that 
at  the   li|>   the  American   troops   crossed   over  Lake 
Ene.justjftore  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  the  mounted 
ToluntcerJ.Verc  ordejed  by  the  Commanding  General 
to  leaye  tf  ,r  horses  9t  Portage  river,  on  the  lake,  with 
•  guard  a^   other  |H<r8on8   sufficient    to   take   care  of 
them       Ji^  horses  w^re  put  in  a  large  wood,  enclosed, 
lor  the  p',*iK>se  ol  keeping  them  safe ;   and  it  was  in- 
tended arl"  expected  jjiat   they  should    live  by  grazing 
untd  the  J  turn  of  th^  troops.     The  troops  were  absent 
about   fivr   weeks.  an;j   upon   their  return  the   honws 
were  fou^^Jto  be  redi<ced  in  order,  many  of  them  in- 
jured,  an.fconie  dead.;    It  does  not  satisfactorily  appear 
whether^!  y  died  for, the  want  of  forage  or  from  icci- 
pecuhai<  difficulty  and   hardship   of  the 
,-.-  1.,..    -  to  j)g  Escribed    to  the   former, 
ve    heretofore   reported    to    the 

Vt  Z'\~"*    ^"  "''*  believed  will  include  this  case. 

If  the  ho/',»  died, or  \jere  lost  or  destroyed  by  accident 
or  labor,  t^^i  it  is  conceived  that  the  United  Siatas  are 
not  liable- y 

.,q/  *"■  i*  ""^  Congij«s  passed  the  2d  day  of  January. 
1795.  ,t  ?«*nacted.  -that.  ,n  addiUon  to  'the  monthly 
pay.  there* hall  be  allowed  to  each  officer,  non-com- 
missioned ^MRcermunCian,  an-I  private  of  the  cavalry, 
for  the  uf^^f  his  hors.-,  armf.  and  accoutrements,  and 
for  the  r*r  thereof.  exk;ept  of  horses  killed  in  action 
forty  certt-iper  day;  ,nd  to  each  non-commissioned 
officer,  lyvfician.  and  private,  twenty-five  cenU  per 
day,  in  ly|foi  ration*  <uid  forage,  when  they  shall  pro- 
vide the  »i  ^e.  '^ 

Mount  nJ  volunteers,  it   is  believed,  are  entitled    to 
and  recei  r*  ^he   same  pay  as  cavalry.     Bv  the   above 
section  o(  f.'-.e  act  of  Congress,  they  receiv'e,  "  for  the 
use  of  the  l-^'se.  arms,  ind  accoutrements,  and  for  the 
.  "^."T J  ,»'««'?»  <^  bor«es  killed   in    battle,   forty 
cenU ;     ^J,,!;  the  committee   are   of  opinion  was   in- 
tended  aiv.li^  a   full    chmpensalion.     They  are,  there- 
fore, of  o,J.|-on  that  lorthe  loss  or  destruction  of  horses 
except    ■>i  *a*lle.   the    United   States    are    not    liable.' 
They,    h(i«3-v<r    thmk.  that    where    horses    have    died 
while  in  t)i^  p.iblic  sers.ce  for  want  of  forage,  when  it 
was    the   ^«»ty   ot   the  iiovernment    to   furnish    it.  the 
owners  oi^g^t  to  be  paAl    their    value;   and    they  have 
accordingly^  reported    4    bill    to    the    House    for    that 
purpose.    •  ,'  > 

W  ilh  r;»Iect  to  the  fcorses  lost  or  destroyed  by  the 
troops  undelMajor  General  Jackson.it  is  stated  to  the 
committeeJlVt  they  were  lost  by  accident  or  surprise 


The  committee  entertain   the  same  opinion   of  these 
claims  that  they  do  of  tlie  others.     They  therefore  rec 
ommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,   That  it  is  inexpedient  to   authorize   pav 
ment  for  the  horses  aforesaid,  otherwise  than  according 
to  the  provisions  of  a  bdl  already  reported  to  the  House 
for  that  purpose. 

INDE.MMTV  FOR  ROPE-WALKS,  Ac. 
I  Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
""^^'^^  a  report  on  the  petitions  of  Jacob  Schinr.ich 
and  SchuMz  and  Vogeler.  of  Ac^ah  Calef  and 
^hristian  Chapman;  which  was  read,  when  Mr 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Schin- 
nick  and  Schultz  and  Vogeler.  of  Christian  Chap- 
man an,)  the  legal  representative  of  John  Calef 
deceased;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.-The  report  is  as 
follows:  ' 

That  the  peutioners  were  owners  of  rope-walks,  near 
Baltimore,  which  contained  a  quantity  of  cordage  and 
raw  matenal,  together  with  the  necessary  implemenu 
for  the  manufacture  of  the  same;  all  of  which  were 
consumed  by  fire,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on 
Baltimore  on  the  12th  of  September  last,  by  order  of 
Brigadier  General  Forman.  of  the  Maryland  mUitia. 

J  he  circumstances  under  which  the  property  was 
des  royed.  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  such  de^ruction. 
will  appear  by  the  following  certificates,  which  the 
committee  offer  as  part  of  their  report. 

Cam^,  Haxpstjeao  Hill, 

,  .       ,  ^      ,      .  Hfptember  19,  1814. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  in  consequence  of  discretionary 
power  invested  in  me  by  Major  General  Samuel  Smith, 
commanding  officer  at  Baltimore,  I  ordered  the  rope- 
walks  near  my  hnes.  m  the  possession  of  Jacob  Shin- 

!k1  iotl      '!'  °"  '^'n.""'^  consumed  on  the  evening  of 
he  12th    instant     The  rope-walks   at   the   time  con- 
tained the  tools  of  the   trade,  some  hemp,  and   some 
yarns.     I  also,  at  the  same  time,  and  under  the   same 

ture  of  Mr.  Shtnnick  to  be  set  on  fire  and  consumed. 

T.  M.  FORMAN, 

B.  G.  Md.  Militia. 

'  th  Jr°»°'?V  "'^''^'^*^"  f'o™  'he  same  officer,  sUting 
the  fact  of  destruction,  under  similar  circumstances  of 
the  rope-walks  of  Chapman  and  Calef,  were  also  b^f;re 
the  committee.  ^^nc 

»,.k       u  B^Tmomi,  .Vormicr  16,  1814. 

Although   It  was   decidedly  evident  that   the  three 
rope-walks  ,n  front  of  my  lines  must  be  dest^yed  the 

untdvfJ^^r  ^'""''  """"^'^  permission  to  burn  thL 
untd  Monday  evening,  the  12th  September.  It  was 
then  impoMible  to  remove  anything,  ind  notice  toTh" 
owners  would  have  been  useless.  Indeed,  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  demand  for  wagon,  and  ;arts   oTe^ 

No  th  p'"?^ .""'*  1^"  '^'  enemy  had  landed  at 
^orth  Point.  I  do  not  think  that  teams  could  have  been 
procured  to  remove  bulky  articles. 

T.  M.  FORM  A. \, 

B.  G.  Md.  Militia. 

W*»H''«tToir,  Awem^cr  22,  1814. 

bv  J,lh"S?'  '^V  "^^  '«?«-«'•'''  owned  or  occupied 

y  Jacob  fehinnick   was  situated   directly  in   froni  oi 

tue  lines,  and   under  a   battery  withm  the  command 

assigned  to  Brigadier  General  Forman  ;  that  rope-wali 


764 


H.  or  R. 


EtUistmenU  in  Uu  Amy. 


and  two  others  were  so  close  to  the  works,  that,  had 
they  remained,  and  an  attack  been  made  by  the  enemy, 
they  would  have  afforded  such  a  cover  as  would  have 
enabled  him  to  have  approached  close  to  the  works  un- 
discovered. It  became  necessary  to  destroy  them  ;  nor 
did  I  give  the  discretionary  power  to  General  Forman 
until  the  attack  of  the  enemy  appeared  certain.  Their 
destruction  was  postponed  a.s  long  as  prudence  per- 
mitted, nor  were  they  destroyed  until  it  became  abso- 
lutely and  indispensably  necessary. 

S.  SMITH, 
Late  Maj.  Gen.  eomm'g  at  Baltimore. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  the  foregoing 
facts,  that  the  destruction  of  the  rope-walks  was  deemed 
by  the  commanding  officer  prudent  and  necessary,  in 
the  defence  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  then  threatened 
to  be  invaded  by  a  merciless  and  vindictive  enemy  ; 
they  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  public  good,  in 
•his  opinion,  requiring  their  destruction,  the  owners  of 
the  property  should  be  compensated  to  the  amount  of 
its  value,  and  recommend  to  the  House  the  following 
resolution,  and  report  by  bill  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  rea- 
sonable, and  ought  to  be  granted. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE   ARMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  "  making  further  provision 
for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States." 

The  question  depending  on  Saturday,  at  the 
time  of  adjournment,  to  strike  the  word  "sur- 
prise" out  of  the  arnendinent  proposed  by  Mr. 
Oakley,  was  again  stated  ;  on  which  Mr.  O.  with- 
drew his  said  amendment, 

A  motion  was  tlien  made  by  Mr.  Tayloh,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following  section, 
as  the  second  thereof: 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  any  recruiting  officer  to  pay  or  deliver  to 
a  recruit,  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  be  en- 
listed by  virtue  of  this  act,  any  bounty  or  clothing,  until 
after  the  expiration  of  four  days  from  the  time  of  his 
enlistment ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  recruit, 
at  any  time  during  the  said  four  days,  to  reconsider 
and  withdraw  his  enlistment,  and  thereupon  he  shall 
forthwith  be  dincbarged  and  exonerated  from  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
to  strike  out  the  word  ••four,"  in  the  said  section 
and  to  insert  the  word  '•  two."     And  the  que>lion 
being  tjken.  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  said  .section  was 
amended. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
said  section,  and  parsed  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
96,  nays  60,  as  follows: 

Y IAS— Messrs.  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury.  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler.  Caperton,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Conard,  Cox, 
Crawford,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall.  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  New  Y'ork[ 
Forsyth.  Gaston,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Grosvenor.  Hale,' 
Hnsbrouck,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Ir- 
ving, Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent   of  New  York,  Kerr.  King  of 
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Massachusetts.  Law.  LefTerUs  Lewis.  Lovett,  Lowode* 
Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  McLean.  Miller,  Monigomon'' 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens.  Piper' 
Pilkin.  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich.  Rug- 
gles.  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Skinner 
Smith    of  New    York,   Smith    of   Virginia,    Sunford' 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson.  Vosc' 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey.  Webster' 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MassachusetU 
and  Winter.  ' 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbour,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen  Bradley 
Brown,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton.  Condict' 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney', 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin.  Griffin,  Hall,' 
Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,' John- 
son of  Kentucky.  Kershaw.  Kilbourn,  King  of  Noith 
CaroUna,  Lyie,  McCoy,  .McKim,  Moore.  Murfree*  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker.  Pleasanu,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier, 
Sharp,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  W'il-! 
liams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webster,  to  strike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chappell.  the  ssid  section 
was  amended.  And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Oakley,  furtlier  to  amend  the  said  section  by 
striking  out  the^e  words,  "and  every  recruit  thus 
furnished  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  in  land 
in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  condi- 
tions as  the  other  recruits  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
further  to  amend  the  said  section,  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "land,"  afore>aid,  the  words  "and 
money."  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  said  fourth  section,  and  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  57.  nays  90.  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton, 
Champion.  Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport.  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson.  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett.  Macon, 
Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed.  Ruggles, 
Schureman,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bines,  Boyd,  Bradley.  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon.  Chappell.  Clark,  Clopton.  Comstock,  Con- 
dict, Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Da- 
vis of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  DuvslJ,  Eppes, 
Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carohna,  Lefferts, 
McCoy,    .McKee,    McKim,     .McLean.    Montgomery, 
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Mo<^^  Nelson,  .Xewton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Pip.  tt  >*lea«ant»,  Rea  of  Penn«ylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
ne«(£ff':  Rich.  Roane.  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith 
of  V"^4{nia.Stanf<.r<l,Tangehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, Troup, 
Idrrf ;\Vard  i,f  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
PenoAjKania,  an.l  Yancey. 

1;u»iijuesiion  was  then  taken  that  the  amend- 
meij#;agrced  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read 
theiiJ.ird  time,  and  passed  in  the  affinnalive — 
yea<f.l,  nays  55,  as  follows: 

Yk^;--Mes«ra.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Ave^l'-Uarbour.  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen.  Brad- 
'«y.*  TV' well,  Caidwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Cla/kit'lopton.Cijmslock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
CroJ^  ,  Cuthbcrt,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
noyCi-M^.  Desha,  Duvall.  Eppes,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
For^i4<,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour 
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kin«it  f  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll, 
Ing^s<a.  Ining,  I,A\'in,  Jojinson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  f\'ii>ucky,  Kennedy.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
Kin^  ^if  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Mc- 
^oy<  f\cKee,  McKim,  McLean,  .Montgomery^  .Moore, 
Nel^(j|i|  Newton.  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Plew».kittr«,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Ricli,  |io«ine,  Robertaon,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skin- 
ner,;Ai^ihh  of  Vi.i-ginia,  Tannehill,  Tavlor,  Telfair, 
Trofj'  i'dree,  W>rd  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wil-' 
son  j)i*P6nnsylvan»a,  and  Yancey. 

Njijti—Mtssrs.  ^ayhes  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
VirgsrX*,.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigfi'm,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cilley,'Cox,  Culpeper! 
Dav^roott.  Davis  of  Massachusetu,  Ely,  Gaston,  Ged- 
des,  Cirpjvenor,  H»le,   Henderson,    Howell,   Hulbert, 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  supplenraentary  to  the 
act  layin?  duties  on  the  notes  of  certain  banks 
bankers.  &c.,  passed  through  a  Coramlttee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  report  of  the  Coinmillee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabiiants  of 
Knox  county,  Kentucky,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  where  it  was  widely  de- 
bated, and  at  length  disagreed  to.  The  report 
having  been  also  reversed  by  the  House,  the 
Cornmiitee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  favorable  lo  the  petitioners. 

ENLISTMENTS  L\  THE  ARMY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  making  further  pro- 
vision for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the 
^^nited  States,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  motion  wa.s  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Cornmiitee  of  the  Whole; 
which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays. 
l»5  to  51.  ' 

The   bill   was   then   passed.     For   the  bill  95 
against  it  52.  as  follows:  ' 

^'f^» — Messrs.  Alexander,  -Alston.. Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton.  Crouch,  Cuihbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son,  Gla-sgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Ha*- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 


Jack^l^   >f  Rhode  Island.  Kent  of  New  York,  King  I  phreys,   Ingersoll,  Ingham,   Irvmg,  Irwin,  Johnson  of 

01       .Vtib'SachusettS.     I.PWIS.     T.nvAir       Ma^nr,        1U~.I,„]|         Virginia        Inhncr.     .<>'     V >..-■...       ir 1  ■'        .        . 


of  }»li?*chusctts.  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  .Markelf, 
Mosiili,-,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,' 
John  Iteed,  Wilhaiii  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shef- 
fey.  ^M^erd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton,  . purges,  Taijgart,  Thompson,  Vose.  Ward  of 
Ma8*»a,ii-*etts,  Wiibster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
WUs()i|pf  MassackusetUj,  and  Winter. 

Ojfjfm/,  Thatj  the  said  bill  be  read  ihe  third 
time'tii-t'.iorrow. ; 

A«i4  i|ie  Housi'  adjourned. 

f   •       TttiwDAY,  December  6. 
House  reisumed  the  consideration  of  the 
a^jihorize:  the    President    of  the    United 
tg  accept,  the  service  of  volunteers  who 


bill 

S 


Tfc4 

ill  tJ 

tatts.^ 


may  ^suciate  ui^d  orgatjize  themselves  and  offer 
their  M-rvices  toithe 


States-/ and  th 

iiQ.  it 


toahe  Government  of  the  United  i  ^'*^^"'"?'  '^'^»"'  Potter,  John  Reed, 
le  acuendment.s  thereto  having  been     v  l^'l"'  ^^^^urernan  ShefTey,  Shipher 

wa.  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  L"    v^"'"^    '.^  r'^^'''"'  ^'"'S".  T; 
;   a«d   was  accord.ncr.  .(,..   '   '  i      t?"'.^^.'..^^^^  "^ ^^^'^''achusetu,.  We 


lading;  a«d  was  accordingly  afterward 
lli.rd  limei  and  passed, 
^report  ol  jhe  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
[  to  the  |>etition  of  Rebecca  Hodgson, 
;jhrough  %  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by 
whom«|i  was  concurred  in,  and  was  then  or- 
dered fi  the  Hoi^se  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Th<»-'-»iil  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  raiJJ,4  and  vol'jnieers  who  may  die  or  be  killed 
in  the ;-f7ice  of  tlie  United  States,  passed  through 
a  Coff^rjiittee  ofithe  Whole,  and,  having  been 
amenj||ij,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
readi^ji.. 

*     « * 


Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  LeflcrU,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee. 
.McLean,  .Montgomery,  .Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orms- 
by, Parker.  Pickens,  Pijier,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn- 
aylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
I  Troup,  Ldree,  W  ard  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  and 
Yancey. 

.^*'* — .Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachuselU,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd.  Bradbury,  Brigham,  ButJer, 
Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  ol  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett! 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  .Moscley.  Oakley,  Pearson, 
Pickering^  Pilkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,   William  Reed, 

herd,  Smith  of  New 
'aggart,  Thomp- 

—~,  "  ebster,  Wheaton, 

White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

The  bill  directing  the  ^taff  officers  of  the  Army 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  marine  and 
naval  officers  in  certain  cases,  went  through  a 
Cornmiitee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  To  be 
engrossed  lor  a  third  reading. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  December  7. 
Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Jen.mncs,  a  call  was  ordered 
to  be  made  on  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  for  an  account  accruing  to  the  Trea- 
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sury,  in  each  collection  district,  for  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  by  forfeitures,  and  whether  such  for- 
feitures haveoccurred  more  frequently  on  limited 
or  extended  purchases. 

The  bill  directing  the  staff  officers  of  the  Army 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  naval  and  ma- 
rine officers  in  certain  cases  ;  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  volunteers  or  mi- 
liti^  who  may  die  or  be  kilied  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  the  bill  authorizing  a 
composition  with  private  bankers  in  lieu  of  The 
stamp  duty,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Ingersoll.  of  Pennsylvania,  laid  upon  the 
table,  without  preface,  the  ioliowing  re>olutions: 
Renolted,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  or  bills  for 
classifying  the  free  male  population  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  to  the  age  of 
forty-five  years,  for  the  purpose  of  draughting  there- 
from a  sufficient  number,  annually,  to  fill  up  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  Army. 

2.  Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs 
be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  or  bills  for 
the  immediate,  constant,  and  gradual  augmentation  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,  by  adding  annually 
(with  the  least  possible  delay  in  the  commencement 
and  progress  of  the  system)  to  the  ships  of  the  line,  , 
frigates,  sloopa  of  war,  and  other  vessels  now  built  or  | 
building.  i 

The  consideration  of  them  not  being  required  i 
at  this  time,  they  lie  on  the  table  of  course.  i 


REVENUE  LAWS. 
Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  re>olution  for  aid- 
ing and  protecting  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and 
for  preventing  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy, 
and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice,' 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  ihe  whole 
House  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  communicated  the  followinf» 
document.  ° 

TBKASt'BT  Department, 

Novtmber  19,  1814. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  requesting,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
ol  Ways  and  .Means,  "any  information  which  the 
1  reasury  Department  can  furnish,  as  to  the  defects  of 
the  present  revenue  laws,  and  the  best  mode  of  cor- 
recung  the  evils  arising  from  an  intercourse  with  the 
enemy. 

Although  the  expediency  of  a  general  revision  of  the 
revenue  laws.  w,th  the  view  contemplated  by  the  com- 
mittee, IS  acknowledged,  I  fear  it  will  be  impracticable, 
at  this  time,  to  undertake,  and  to  execute,  satisfactorily, 
so  extensive  a  task.  The  pressure  of  the  current  busi- 
ness upon  the  department  is  severe,  and  precludes  an 
application  of  the  Secretary's  time  to  any  object  which 
w  not  of  immediate  imporUnce.  The  inconveniences 
that  are  suggested  in  the  documents  from  Vermont 
accompanymg  the  reference  of  the  Committee,  require' 
however,  an  early  attention,  and  the  following  views 
of  the  subject  are  respectfully  submitted  to  your  con- 
sideration : 

I.  The  repreaenutionsfrom  Vermont  present  various 
causes  of  complaint : 


1.  That  smugghng  is  extensively  prosecuted,  on  the 

Northern   frontier,   by    citiiens  of  the    United   States 

sometimes   with,  and  sometime,  without,  the  cover  of 

a  neutral  character ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  enemy 

,  obtains  important  intelligence  ;  he  is  furnished   with 

I  cattle,  and  other  essential  ^uppl.es  ;  and  he  is  enabled 

'  ma'rleu      *      '  ™"'''*"'^'*«  """^-pt'tiously  into  our 

2.  That  the  powers  of  the  revenue  officers  are  inad- 
equate  to  the  detection  and  prosecution  of  these  offen- 
ces, because  the  right  of  search  is  not  extended  to 
every  vehicle  that  may  be  employed;  because  the  pro- 
hibitory laws  do  not  sufficiently  define  and  enumerate 
the  subjecu  of  an  illicit  trade  ;  because  no  efficient  act 
of  prevention  is  authoriied  to  be  performed,  even  upoa 
the  strongest  ground  of  suspicion  ;  and  because  thVre 
u  no  force,  civd  or  miliUry.  provided  to  aid  the  reve- 
nue  officers  m  the  execution  of  their  duty,  when  cases 
of  violent  opposition  occur. 

3.  That,  limited  as  the  general  powers  of  the  reve- 
nue officers  appear  to  be,  they  are  rendered  still  more 
inadequate  by  the  terror  which  the  officers  now  feel  of 
being  exposed  to  suiU  for  damages,  under  the  authority 
of  recent  decisions  in  the  courts  of  law  ;  for  it  has  been 
adjudged  in  Vermont,  that  the  inspectors  of  the  customs 
are  not  authorized,  in  any  case,  to  make  seizures,  and 

I  that   actions    may    be    maintained    against   them,    to 
recover  the  whole  value  of  the  proi,ertv  seized,  even 
I  when  the  property  itself  has  been  duly  condemned,  as 
I  forfeited  by  law. 

II.  The  actual  state  of  the  laws,  in  relation  to  these 
subjecu  of  complaint,  may  be  sufficiently  seen  in  the 
following  analysis  : 

Of  the  power  and  privileges  uf  liuspectors,  and  other 
officers  of  the  customs. 
1.  The  inspectors  of  the  customs  are  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  collector,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
principal  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  their 
duties  are  entirely  directed  to  guard  against  frauds 
iipon  the  revenue,  by  smuggling,  or  any  other  kind  of 
Illicit  trade.  They  are  described  and  considered, 
throughout  the  acU  of  Congress,  as  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms, through  not  as  chief  officers. 

2.  On  the  arrival,  or  the  approach,  of  ships  or  ve»- 
■els,  the  inspectors,  as  well  as  the  chief  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  customs,  are  empowered  to  go  on  board, 
(whether  in  or  out  of  their  respective  dislricU,)  fbr  the 
purpose  of  demanding  manilesU  of  their  cargoes,  and 
ot  examining  and  searching  the  ships  and  vessels.  This 
act  IS  to  be  performed,  ex  officio,hy  way  of  precaution, 
without  any  special  deputation  from  a  collector,  naval 
oHicer,  or  a  surveyor. — 4  vol.  367,  s.  64. 

3.  It,  however,  there  be  reason  to  suspect  that  any 
goods,  subject  to  duty,  are  concealed  in  any  ship  or 
vessel,  an  inspector  cannot  enter  such  ship  or  vessel, 
to  search  for,  seize,  and  secure  such  goods,   without 
being  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  col- 
lector, naval  officer,  or  surveyor.     And  if  there  be  cause 
to  suspect  a  concealment  of  such  goods,  in  any  partic- 
ular dwelling  house,  store,  building,  or  other  place,  a 
search  warrant  must  be  obtained  from  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  to  authorize  a  search  and  seizure.     The  cases 
here  provided  ior,  are  cases  of  suspicion  only,  when 
probable   information  has   been  received  of  a  conceal- 
ment of  goods,  either  on  water,  or  on  land,  with  a  de- 
sign to  evade  the  payment  of  duties.     The  act  to  be 
performed  is  not  in  the  ordinary  course  of  an  inspec- 
tor's official  duty  ;  it  is  not  an  act  of  precaution,  but  of 
detection  ;  it  is  not  an  act  authorized  for  seuing  goods 
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j»!ilch  are  notprioaslv  liable  to  seizure,  but  for  entering 
A-4hip,  or  a  house,  in   a  doubtful  case,  to   ascertain 
fcrh^<her  any  ^ood8  liable  to  seizure  are  there  concealed 
i-;4  *rol.  389,  s.  68. 

i  rJ.  But  any  ship,  orxessel,  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
id*K  which  tflt  liable  to  seizure  by  virtue  of  any  act 
f*|wcting  thf   revenue,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  several 
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i)|irr8  ol  ih«i  customs  (including,  by  general  descrip- 
\\il,  and  pra.'tical  construction,  the  inspectors  of  the 
Ci^-ms)  to  seize  and  secure,  os  well  without,  as  within 


by  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  retpocUre 

States,  in  cases  cojjnizable  before  them. 4  vol   231 

2.  Whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States" are  op- 
poMd,  or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  in  any 
State,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed 
by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  the 
power  of  a  marshal,  the  President  is  authorized  to  call 
forth  a  competent  force  of  the  militia,  to  cause  the 
laws  to  be  executed.     [4  vol,  188,  s.  2,  9.]     And  by  a 

,j»(  ,.        ""«.,  a»  mwmi     *"b=«^<l"en' act,  the  President  is  authorized  to  employ 

j*ir  respective  districcs.     The  act  to  be  performed,  in     '*»«   '»nd  or  naval  force  of  the  Inited  States  for  the 
U^f  rase,  la  ftfunded  on  the   fact,  that  the  property  is    "^"^  purpose.— 8  vol.  311. 

Ui^it   to  seizure,  but   that  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter         3.  A  final  judgment,  or  decree,  in  any  suit,  in  the 
kxdu^f   ,   .hm>  nr  «  K,,.,..   ..  .„„....:_  ...u....  .      highest   court  of  law  or  equity  oi  a  Sute,  in  which  a 

decision  of  the  suit  could   be  had,  where  is  drawn  in 
question    the  validity  of  an  authority,  exercised  under 
the  Lnited  States,  (as  in  the  case  of  an  officer  of  the 
customs,)  and  the  decision  is  against  the  validity,  may 
be  reexamined,  and  reversed,  or  affirmed,  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  upon  a  writ  of  error 
but  the  matter  in  dispute  must  exceed  the  value  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  costs.— Vol,  1.  s.  61,  63. 
III.  From  these  views  of  the  subject  of  complaint 
and  of  the  sUte  of  the  law  in  relation  to  them,  we  are 
led  to  consider  the  best  modes  of  amending  the  defects 
and  correcting  the  evils  which  exist. 

I.  An   habitual    respect   for  the  judicial  authority 
does  not  permit  me  to  controvert,  any  further,  the  de- 
cisions of  the  courts  of  law  in  the  State  of  Vermont 
respecting  the  official  character  and  powers  of  inspec- 
tors, and   other  officers  of  the  customs.     It  is  recom- 
mended, therefore,  that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  as 
to  place  the  inspector  upon  the  footing  of  officers  within 
the  meaning  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  laws  prohibiting 
trade   and   intercourse  with  the  enemy;  and  that  the 
collectors  should  be  authorized  to  employ  a  competent 
number  of  inspectors,  with  authority  to  stop,  search. 
deuin,  and  seize,  all  cattle,  live  sto<rk.  and  other  sup- 
plies;  all   goods  and   money,  and,  generally,  all  other 
articles  whatsoever,  howsoever  carried  and  transported, 
by  land  or  by  water,  on  the  way  to,  or  from,  the  British 
provinces  subject   to  such  regulations  as  will  secure, 
with  as  little  embarrassment  as   possible,  the  rights  of 
a  lawful  and  neutral  trade. 

2.  The  officers  of  the  customs  should  be  entitled  in 
proper  cases,  and  on  proper  proofs,  to  obtain,  from  any 
."JIS!!.*  "n  "  *"'"?'  '°  '^'""^  ^«'^"'"«  houses,  and 
sitr.?  .h  I*"!'  '"  ^'?u"'*  '^'  assistance  of  the  mar- 
.hal  01  the  diMrict,  and  his  deputies,  with  the  posse  of 

tt.  r.;  "L"fr""y'  f"^  »he  execution  of  tb^ir  du- 
ties, and  to  hold  any  person  to  security  for  his  good 
behaviour,  stating,  on  oath,  that  they  have  probable  and 
just  cause  tor  believing  that  such  ^raon  is  caVrytng 
on  an  unlawful  trade,  or  intercourse^wuh  the  en7my^ 


lecessary   „  

Ef   a   ship;  or  a  house,  to  ascertain  whether  such 

Js  are  so  Jiable,  and   are  there  concealed. 4  vol 

s.  70.       ; 

I 

In  the  p<jrformanceof  their  duties,  the  inspectors, 
,  J>)(nmon  %vFth  the  other  officers  of  the  customs,  are 
jritected  by  the  law,  when  unjustly  sued  or  molested, 
iifcctions  for  damages;  and  when  any  prosecution  is 
<o|imenced,  op  account  of  the  seizure' of  any  ship,  or 
jjc'^N.  in  whio^  judgment  is  given  for  the  claimant,  the 
ip^iectors  are  released  from  all  responsibility,  on  show- 
ifii  ;tiiat  there  was  a  rrasonable  cause  of  seizure      r4 
vo|391,  8.  71  ;  76.rf42'J,  s.  89.]    This  last  provision,  in- 
4*  ..^.  has  been  extended  generally  for  the  protection  of 
V)    'ollector.  or   other  officer,  under  any  act  of  Con- 
Ijr^  authorizing  a  seizure  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  goods 
if«»»fc,  or  mert^andise,  where  the   seizure  has    been 
rbsafe  on  probable  cause,  although  restitution  should 
bjj  Cvcreed.— 8  vol.  255,  s.  1. 

,(J.<The  "Act  to  prohibit  any  American  from  pro- 
^cjljng  to,  or  trading  with,  the  enemies  of  the  United 
^«^S  ■nd  for  <>thcr  purposes,"  declares,  that  "  if  any 
Pfryr,  shall  trH.n8port,  or  attempt  to  transport,  over 
1^'  or  ot]ierwi,»€,  in  any  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or 
o^j,<wise.  nava,!.  or  military  stores,  arms,  or  the  muni- 
ti«i4/cfwar,  or  4ny  article  of  provision,  from  anyplace 
oftW  Lnited  SiMes,to  Upper  or  Lower  Canada.  Nova 
SrOU.oT  Newl  Brunswick,"  cerUin  forfeitures  and 
ptrW'.es  shall   I*  incurred.     And   authority   .s  given 

t(l*hecollectotiiol   the  several   porls  of  the   United 

iV   ^°  **'^^  ^*^  '^P  "=»^=^'  "^  military  stores,  arms 
o.^  1^  munition,  of  war.  or  any  articles  of  provision,' 
aiji^.h.p  or  ve«»tl.  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or  thing 
Zl^      T<  a,t.cle,  prohibited  as  aforesaid,  is  shipped 
oi^t,  »;i,ported.  o.  intended  to  be  shipped  or  transported." 

'fW"  *  •^'"""'^  '"^  'nipracticable  consUuction 

ortll.  provision.  ,o  conhne  the  exercue  of  the  authority 
fo.  propping  anj  seizin,  the  contraband  articles,  to 
thj  |K=rsonal  a^e«cy  of  the  collectors.  A  collector  in 
thu  oa.e,  as  m  every  other  case  where  a  positive  re- 
s'  n'f  °''  ""P"**^'  '""'''  "^^    through  the    vig!- 


Ojil^c  ^i>tin^  auxiliary  r,uam  to  execute  therevenue 
the  l^u-s  prohibiting  trade  and  intercourse 


la  L<i,  and 

k  (h  the  ent  mf/ 

..  In  additioa'to  the  means  which  the  preceding 
Sh'Ti  7''  ^"»^"'-  'h«  J^'^ges  of  the'supremf 
StA    '     ni     n  '^''''""^  ^'^'"ct  couru  of  the  Um^d 

:    ,SU  es,  ^^av.ng  authority,  by  the  laws  of  the 
1  States,  tc  Uke  cognuance  of  olTences  airains! 
^e  (JMistitution  ^ad  laws  thereof,)  have  the  hke  f^we 
to  ho  J  .^  securitj^  of  the  peace,  and  for  good  behaCur 

Se?:ueJsut'-"'"  ''^  ^'--'tutin  andi:;":^ 
Uie  .1  Juled  Slates,  as  tpay,  or  can  be  lawfully  eiercu^j. 


!•„  .    1    Lj.  ,      t--"^"  u--.uati*  rcsiuinir  within  the 

tnto  ^he  bJu!:;''''^""  '*^  "'""r'^  -o«.'the7ronlier 

frf»n    .h»     i  •  °'  ^'"™  'h*^  Secreury  of  War,  or 

f^on    the  officer  commanding  the  mihtary  dutrxct  m 

fTom    r    h''"'^"  """"^^  '""J"-    All  per!K,ns  coming 
h  .^1      L     ""'^    P""'""'"    '"^'    the    United  Sta^s 

son»Wp  r  '"^"''t^  ''  ^^P"''  themselves,  within  a  rea 
onable  time,  to  the  mihlary  commander,  or  the  collec- 

wthout';?""   ^'""^   ^"^   "'"»'   P'"^"  "f  residence, 
aniwlo.^      ""^'""   ^"'^"'""^  *""  '^"•^"d^nce  there 
and  without  a  passport,  should  be  held  to  security  for 
h..  good  behaviour,  as  a  person  suspected,  upon  pfoba- 
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ble  cause,  to   be  engaged  in  an  unlawful  trade,  or  in- 
tercourse with  the  enemy. 

4.  The  militia  and  army  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  frontier,  should  be  authorized,  under  proper  regu- 
lations, to  co-operate  with  the  civil  magistates,  and 
officers  of  the  customs,  in  seizing  and  securing  per- 
sons engaged  in  an  unlawful  trade,  or  intercourse  with 
the  enemy,  together  with  the  articles  and  vehicles  em- 
ployed in  such  trade,  or  intercourse. 

5.  A  more  effi?ctual  provision  should  be  made  for 
transferring,  from  the  State  courts  to  the  Federal  courts, 
suits  brought  against  persons  exercising  an  authority 
under  the  United  States,  so  that  such  suiu  may  be 
transferred,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  they 
are  commenced. 

6.  Treason  being  defined  by  the  Constitution,  and 
misprision  of  treason  being  an  offence  which  is  neces- 
sarily founded  upon  that  definition,  many  practices,  of 
a  treasonable  nature  and  effect,  which  cannot  be  con- 
stitutionally classed  with  treason,  are  unnoticed  in 
our  penal  code.  An  act  of  Congress  declaring  such 
practices  to  be  misdemeanors,  and  punishing  them 
With  fine  and  imprisonment,  would,  perhaps,  be  the 
most  effectual  mode  of  correcting  the  evils  arising  from 
an  intercourse  with  the  enemy. 

The  papers  that  were  received  from  the  committee,  1 
are   now  returned  ;  and  I  embrace  the  opportunity  to 
repeat  the  assurances  of  the  sincere  respt  ct,  with  which  I 
I  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J,  DALLAS. 

J.  W.  ErfKs.  Esq.,  Chairman,  J^c. 

LOANS,  TREASURY  NOTES,  Ac. 

Thf  House,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Vir 
einia,  resolved    itself   into  a    Corntniitpe  of   the  ! 
Whole,  on    the  bill   supplemental  to    the  act  au-  ' 
thorizing  a  loan  for  twenty  6ve  millions,  and  the 
act  lately  passed,  aaihorizing  a  loan  of  three  mil- 
Jions  for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

{The^rgt  section  of  the  bill  authorizes  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbaUon  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Lnited  States,  to  accept  Treasury  notes  to 
be  prepared.  signe<l.  and  issued,  for.  and  in  lieu,  of  so 
much  of  the  sum  authorized  to  be  borrowed  on  the 
credit  of  the  Unite«l  Sutes.  by  the  twenty-five  million 
and  three  million  loan  acU,  as  has  not  been  borrowed 
or  otherwise  employed  in  the  issue  of  the  Treasury 
notes  according  to  law,  provided  the  whole  amount  so 
to  be  issued  shall  not  exceed  $7,500,000.  and  applied 
to  Uie  same  uses  as  the  loans  so  authorized  were  in- 
tended to  be  applied. 

The  second  section  authorizes  the  issuing  of  Trea- 
sury notes  in  like  manner  for  a  further  sum  of  three 
millions,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  War  Department 
for  the  remainder  of  this  year,  and  one  million  for  the 
iVavy  Department. 

The  third,  fourth,  Jifth,  ind  sixth  sections  provide 
these  Treasury  notes  shall  be  in  the  same  form  and 
possess  the  same  qualities  as  the  Treasury  notes 
already  authorized,  be  redeemable  in  same  manner, 
appropriates  money  therefor,  Ac,  as  well  as  for  the 
expenses  of  issuing  and  distributing  said  notes  and  for 
punishing  counterfeits  thereof] 

The  bill  having  been  read  through- 
Mr.  Eppes  quoted  extracts  from  the  letter  last 

received   from   the    Secretary  of  the   Treasury 

which  is  given  ai  leogib,  viz: 


'  Wasminsto!*,  Z)ece/»6<r  2,  1814. 

I      Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  27th  of  November  has  been 
!  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  I 
am  instructed  to  ask  for  the  amount  of  the  paymenU 
to  be  made  during  the  present  quarter,  on  account  of 
I  the    public    debt;  the    funds  prepared    to   meet   those 
j  payments,  and  any  other  information  which  may  ena- 
ble  the  committee    to  decide  as  to  the   necessity    of 
adopting  additional   measures  for  meeting  the  public 
engagemenU  during  the  present  quarter  ef  the  year. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l.e.  your  most  obedient, 

JOHN  W.  EPPES. 
Hon.  Mr.  Dallas.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Tkeascmt  Defahtmejit.  Dec.  2.  1814. 

!      Sim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

I  your  letter,  dated   this   morning,  staling  that  mine  of 

the  27th  of  November,  addressed  to  the  committee  on 

a  national  bank,  hns  been  referred  to  the  Committee 

I  of  Ways  and  Means. 

\  In  my  communications  to  the  committees  of  Con- 
gress, I  have  never  been  disposed  to  disguise  the  em- 
barrassmenU  of  the  Treasury.  A  frank  and  full 
development  of  existing  evils  will  always,  I  hope,  be 
best  calculated  to  secure  the  attention  and  exertion  of 
the  public  authorities  ;  and.  with  legislative  aid,  I  am 
still  confident,  that  all  the  difficulties  of  a  deficient 
revenue,  a  suspended  circulating  medium,  and  a  de- 
pressed credit,  may  be  speedily  and  completely  over- 
come. My  only  apprehension  arises  from  the  lapse  of 
time ;  as  a  remedy  which  would  be  effectual  to-day, 
will,  perhaps,  only  serve  to  increase  the  disorder  to- 
morrow. 

In  answering  the  inquiries  of  your  letter,  permit  me 
to  state.  Ist.  The  amount  of  the  payments  which 
were  to  be  made  during  the  whole  of  the  present 
quarter  on  account  of  the  pubhc  debt,  and  the  funds 
prepared,  or  applicable  to  meet  those  payments  ;  2d. 
The  payments  that  remain  to  be  made,  and  the  funds 
that  remain  to  meet  them,  for  the  residue  of  the  quar- 
ter ;  and,  3d.  General  information,  in  relation  to  addi- 
tional measures  for  meeting  the  public  engagemenU. 
Fir$t  Point. 
It  is  respectfully  stated,  agreeably  to  an  estimate 
which  was  formed  on  the  4th  of  October,  1814  : 

Db. 

1.  That,  during  the  quarter  commencing  the  Ist  of 
October,  1814,  and  ending  the  1st  of  January,  1816, 
including  both  days,  there  was  payable,  for  the 
principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes,  during  the 
whole  quarter,  chiefly  at  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia,  a  sum  of    -         -         -  $4,467,069  80 

2.  That,  during  the  same  period,  there 
was  payable,  for  the  principal  and 
interest  of  temporary  loans,  at  Bos- 
ton, Baltimore,  and  Charleston,  the 

sum  of 771.125  00 

3.  That,  during  the  same  period,  there 
was  payable,  in  dividends  upon  the 
public   funded  debt,    at   the    several 

loan  offices,  the  sum  of    -         -         -     1,900.000  00 

7.128,194  80 


/B. 


1.  That  there  were  bank  credits  scat- 
tered throughout  the  United  States, 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1814,  amount 


ing,  by  estimate,  to 


.$2,500,000  00 


.1 
!l 
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il 


''hjat  there  was  receivable  from  the 

svoms,  duriig  the    whole  quarter. 

\f  sum  of      1-         ...         . 

hflt   thero   was  receivable,  on  ac- 

..    u,it  of  the  ;8ale(i  of  public   lands, 

. «  .innf  the  sajne  period,  a  sum  of    - 

4.  hat  there  Tjras  receivable,  on   ac- 
'«    U'lt  of  int«lnal   duties  and  direct 

I   xe«,  during  the  same  period,  a  sum 
«  '  about  r         -         .         .         . 

5.  ^  "hat  then'    ^as  receivable,  on  ac- 
;<■   unt  of  loan^,  during  the  sacie  pe- 

y  "d.  a  sum  oij  -         .         .         . 

6.  ;hat  there  nijght  be  obtained,  upon 
;  I  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  during 
r  c  same  peritjd,  a  sum  of  about 


-$1,800,000  00 


160,000  00 


900,000  00 


1,700,000  00 


Congress  passed  the  I4th  of  March, 
1812,  and  payable  at  Boston  on  the 
15th  and  3l8tof  December,  amount 
to 


306,875  00 


$5,626,275  80 


1 


i 


t 


•    2,500,000  00 
9,560,000  00 


]^om  which  ii  results: 

hat  the  amount  of  the  whole  pay- 
•nte,  for  (litjdends  of  public  debt, 
temporary  "Joans,  and  for  Treasu- 
notes,  durtng   the  whole   of  the 
rrent  quarter,  was          -          -          -$7,128,194   80 
hat  the  amiunt  of  the  whole    of 
;U4«  estimated  jreceipts  of  the  Treas- 
•«fy,  was  -        ■ 9,560,000  00 


Cr. 

1.  That,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  there  were 
bank  crediu,  in  the  banks  specified 
in  the  schedule  D,  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  during 
the  present  quarter,  (deducting  the 
amount  of  bank  credits  ($813,000) 
which,  as  It  could  not  be  transferred 
for  the  payment  of  public  debt,  has 
been  recently  applied  to  the  appro- 
priations for  the  War  and  Navy  De- 


partments,) amounting  to 


!;• 


^liijiving  a  surplus  of  receipts  of       -    2,431.805  20 


lli-is  belie^ed:  that  this  estimate,  which  is  formed 
utfcf!  official  larja  and  experience,  would  have  been 
sii^tjintially  realized  in  the  event,  if  the  banks  had 
njtJ^uJdenly  determined  to  suspend  their  payments 
'{l^f"**-  But  for  that  occurrence,  the  dividend  on 
tM-tubhc  debt  would  have  been  punctually  paid  to 
t.h|5|.)aividual  .reditors  at  Houston  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
b«|f-',iHt;  the  transfer  of  the  public  funds,  from  one 
pifff  to  anothei  place,  m  order  to  meet  the  public  en- 
g«g|<ntnts,  would  have  continued  easy  and  certain  • 
U^)|--r.dit  and  use  of  Treasury  notes,  (limited  to  the' 
«lj*<fi.  d   amount,)   would,  probably,  have  been   pre- 

iXy  i      •s'^venue  arising  from  duties  and  taxes 

wf»4ld  not   have   been  materially  intercepted,  if  at  all 
inn  J*  passage  to  ihe  'I'reasury,  by  payments  in  Treas- 


Second  Point. 
Dr. 


of  the  pTincipal  and  interest  of  the  TrP,.„r„  '  « J.      .  ^ni«  -cconu  view  of  the  debit  and  credit  of  the 
pay.ble^dur.n';  the  presentTur^ter.^nd'XJ  I  " "k  V  'T'  l*^  H!."^  L»°  ^^'^  P»y--^«f.  ^^^  PubUc 


l.-TJbat, 
inites.  payable  during  the  present  quarter,  and  which 
^|«'e  already   fallen  due,  there  remains,  on  this  day 
«if  ^>aid,  at  the  places  mentioned  in  the  schedule  A 

2  Wut?"!!?'       ':        ".         ;         ■  ■  *1.'->0'A680  80 

.<.-.ei|at   the  principal  and  interest  of 

'ly  Treasury  ijotes,  which  will  be- 

i'<Joe  due  on  at  before  the  Istof  Jan- 

*'^*  '815,  at  {he  places  mentioned 

{r^ih:  schedule,;  B,  amount  to  - 

3.  ^;at   the   dividends  on    the   public 

'ifiij.payablf  oh  the  Ut  of  January 

U  l5j    at    thf   places  "  '    '' 


2.  That  the  amount  receivable  during 
the  remainder  of  the  present  year, 
on  account  of  the  loan  of  six  mil- 
lions, applicable,  also,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  if  no  fail- 
iire  in  payment  occurs,  will  be  about 

3.  That  the  estimated  amount,  re- 
ceivable during  the  remainder  of  the 
present  year,  on  account  of  customs, 
applicable,  also,  to  the  payment  of 
the  public  debt,  (subject,  however,  to 
various  contingencies,  such  as  the 
non-payment  of  bonds,  the  payment 
of  bonds  in  Treasury  notes,  Ac.)  may 
be  stated  at      -         ...  . 

4.  The  estimated  amount,  receivable 
during  the  remainder  of  the  present 
year,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  8ubje(t,  however,  to  con- 
tingent payment  in  Treasury  notes, 
may  be  stated  at      - 

5.  The  estimated  amount,  receivable 
during  the  remainder  of  the  present 
year,  for  internal  duties  and  direct 
tax,  subject,  however,  to  contingent 
payment  in  Treasury  notes,  may  be 
stated  at  -         .         .         . 


-  $2,372,287  13 


450,000  00 


350,000  00 


150,000  00 


450,000  00 


3,772.287   13 


From  this  second  view  of  the  debit  and  credit  of  the 


1,243,720  00 


^  at  thf  jilaces  mentioned  in 
»c  *t.ule  C,  umuunt  to  the  sum  of  - 
'i  lat  the  principal  and  interest  of 
t€^  :ip)rary  loanf,  payable  during  the 
0r  sefit  quarteij,  and  contracted  at 
^  .Treasury,  »n  part  execution  of 
la        ■'  ■ 


1,873,000  00 


debt    becoming    due    for  the    residue    of  the   present 
quarter,  it  appears—  ^ 

1.  ,'rhat  the  debt  amounu  to  the  sum  of  $5,626,275  80 
-«•    i  nat  the  resources  to  pay  the  debt, 

(excluding  the  sum   applied  to  the 

Army  and  Navy  Departments,  as  be- 

fore  stated,  and  excluding  the  possi- 
ble proceeds  of  new  loans,  and  new 

usues    of  Treasury    notes,    for    the 

single  purpose  of  pa'ying  public  debt,) 

*™°"n'  '" 3,772,287   13 


1,753,988  67 


authority  granted  by  the  act  of 


The  difference  between  the  renults  of  the  state- 
ments, under  the  first  and  the  second  points,  will  be 
accounted  for,  by  the  unexpected  effect  of  payments 
in   Treasury  notes,  on  account  of  duties,  Uxes,  and 
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land ;  by  the  total  cessation  of  the  use  of  Treasury 
notes,  either  to  pay  the  public  creditors  or  to  raise 
money  ;  and  by  an  unavoidable  variance  in  estimates, 
depending  upon  a  variance  in  the  state  of  infonnation 
at  the  Treasury.  A  priority  of  payment  may  be 
justly  claimed  by  the  holders  of  the  funded  debt ;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  proper  to  add — 

1.  That  the  amount  of  public  credits,  as  estimated  in 
the  preceding  statement,  is  the  sum 

of $3,772,287   13 

2.  That  the  amount  of  the  dividend, 
on  the  old  and  new  funded  debt,  pay- 
able on  the    1st  of  January,  1815,  is 

the  sum  of 1,873,000  00 


3.  And  that,  consequently,  the  surplus  ' 

of  the  resources,  after  satisfying  that 
single  object,  is  the  sum  of       -         .     1,899,287   13 


It  will  be  observed  that   these    estimates  do  not  in- 
clude, as    an    item  of  the   debt,  the  dividend  on  the 
funded  debt,  amounting  to  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars,  which   was    not   actually  paid    to   the  individual 
creditors  at  Boston  on  the  Ist  of  October  last.     But  it 
is   omitted,    because  an   adequate   fund  in   the  State 
bank  was  seasonably  provided  for   the  occasion,  and 
the    usual    Treasury  draft    was  issued   in  favor  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Loans,  so  as  to  deduct  a  correspond- 
ing amount  from  the  bank  credits  of  the  (Jovernment. 
The  State  bank   declined,  for  several    reasons,  (which 
it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat,)  paying  in  coin,  or  in  bank 
notes,  and  most  of  the  public  creditors  refused  to  ac- 
cept the  Treasury  notes,  which  the  bank   offered  to 
them  as  an  alternative  payment.     It  is  not  considered 
that,  under   these  circumstances,  connected  with  the 
general  state  of  the  circulating  medium,  (which  places 
the  power  of  the  Government  to   meet    iu    engage- 
menU,  on   the    same  footing   with  the   power  of  the  ' 
most  opulent  of  its  citizens.)  there  can  exist  any  just  ' 
reproach  upon   the  public   credit,  or  resources.     But, 
nevertheless,  efforts  have  been  anxiously  made  by  this 
department,  and   are   still   in    operation,  to  satisfy  the 
public   creditors,   independent  of  the  fund  which  was 
originally  set  apart,  and  which  still  remains  on  depos-  ' 
He  at  the  State  bank,  by  all  the  remaining  means  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Treasury. 

Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  have  I  included  in  the  state- 
ment of  our  resources  to  pay  the  public  debt,  the  un- 
executed authority  to  Iwrrow  upon  public  loans,  and  i 
to  issue  Treasury  notes.  I  have  only  included  the 
Items  of  revenue,  which,  in  ordinary  times,  would  be 
deemed  certain  and  effective;  reserving  any  surplus  of 
those  Items,  with  the  loan  and  the  Treasury  notes,  to 
meet  the  general  appropriations  for  the  public  service 

Tkird  Point. 
It  is  respectfully  stated,  that  the  non-payment  of  the 
1  reasury  notes,  and  the  hazard  of  not  being  able  to  pay 
the  dividend  on  the  public  debt,  according  to  the  re- 
spective contracts,  was  chiefly  (I  believe  entirely )  owing 
to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  at  the  banks,  and 
the  consequent  impracticability  of  transferring  the  pub- 


he  funds,  from  the  place  in  which  they  were  deposited 
to  the  place  in  which  they  were  wanted.  I  have  en- 
deavored, therefore,  to  induce  the  banks,  as  an  act  of 
justice,  not  inconsistent  with  their  interest  or  their  pol- 
icy, to  assist  in  alleviating  the  fiscal  embarrassmenU  of 
the  (.overnment,  which  they  have  thus  contributed  to 
produce.  The  answers  to  my  last  proposition  (of  which 
a  copy  IS  annexed,  in  schedule  E.)  have  not  been  re- 
ceived. But  the  danger  of  depending  upon  gratuitous 
aids  (of  depending,  indeed,  upon  anything  but  the 
wisdom  and  the  vigilance  of  Congress,)  makes,  with 
every  day  s  experience,  a  deeper  impression  upon  the 
mind.  In  speaking,  therefore,  of  additional  measures 
for  meeting  the  public  engagements  during  the  present 
quarter  of  the  year.  I  derive  great  satisfaction  in  re- 
flecting upon  the  inevitable  and  immediate  effect  of  the 
legislative  sanction  (even  so  far  as  it  has  already  been 
given)  to  a  settled  and  productive  8y8t<!m  of  taxes,  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Governm'enl  and  maintain- 
ing the  proper  credit.  This  policy,  embracing  in  its 
course  the  introduction  of  a  national  circulating  me- 
dium,  and  the  proper  facilities  for  anticipating,  collect- 
ing, and  distributing  the  public  revenue,  will  at  once 
enliven  the  public  credit ;  and  even  the  existing  re- 
sources of  the  present  quarter  must  ripen  and  expand 
under  an  influence  so  auspicious.  But  something  may 
be  conveniently  and  usefully  added,  for  instance— 

1.  A  discretionary  authority  may  be  given,  by  law, 
to  issue  Treasury  notes  for  the  amount  of  the  sums  now 
authorized  to  be  raised  by  law. 

2.  An  authority  may  be  give*,  by  law,  to  transfer 
bank  credits  from  one  place  to  another  place,  in  order 
to  meet  the  public  engagements,  allowing  a  reasonable 
rate  of  exchange. 

3.  Appropriations  may  be  made,  by  law,  to  defray 
the  extra  expenses  of  the  War  and  Navy  DepartmenU, 
during  the  present  year;  and  a  general  authority  may 
be  given  to  borrow,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  to  sup- 
ply any  deficiencies  in  former  appropriations  for  those 
Departments,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
the  Treasury  notes,  and  the  civil  list. 

The  present  opportunity  enables  me  to  assure  you, 
sir,  that  I  am  preparing,  with  all  possible  diligence,  to 
report  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  upon  the 
subjects  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  confide  to 
me — 

1.  The  tax  bills  are  numerous,  new  in  some  of  their 
principles,  and  complicated  in  most  of  their  details; 
nor  are  the  best  sources  of  information  at  hand.  They 
will,  however,  be  draughted,  and  sent  to  the  commit- 
tee in  succession. 

2.  The  plan  for  establishing  a  competent  sinking 
fund  is  under  consideration,  and  will,  probably,  be  ready 
to  be  reported  before  the  tax   bills  are  passed. 

3.  The  estimates  for  the  expenses  of  1815,  the  an- 
nual appropriation  bill,  and  the  bills  to  authorize  a 
loan,  and  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  that  year,  are, 
also,  objects  of  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
JoH>(  W.  Eppzii,  Esq., 

Chairman  Com.  of  Waj/s  and  Mtan$. 
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^^eduU  of  Tn  a»ury  note»  which  have  already  falUn  due,  and  renuxin  wipaid,  this  'id  day  of  December,  1814. 


Where  payable 


F|il»<]elpbia 
Do. 
iir  York   - 


When  payable. 


1814,  November  1 
1814,  December  1 


Principal. 


Interest 


TolaL 


$269,000 
366,200 
570,000 
600,(M)0 


$1,806,000 


$14,52G  00 

19,774  80 

30,780  00 

32,400  00 

$97,480  80 


$283,526  00 
385,974  80 
600,780  00 
632,400  00 

$1,902,680  80 


Schedule  of  Treatury  notes  becoming  due  on  or  before  the  first  of  January,  1815. 


Where  pay^able. 


^  York  - 
PriaJelphia 
B^ton 

^' V  York  - 
iJcIpbia 


When  payable 


1814,  December  II 

1814,  December  21 

1815,  January         1 


PrinctpaJ. 


^100.000 

600,000 

30,000 

400,000 

50,000 


Inlereat. 


Total. 


$5,400 
32,400 

1,620 
21,600 

2,700 


"tn     '  ■  c. 

EsjTiated  amount  of  the  diTidends  on  the  domestic 
J  :n-ietl  debt  of  the  United  States,  pavable  on  the 
j  n*  of  January,  1815. 

A','  [»ort8mouth,  N.  H.  ... 

<  liMton        ...... 

fl'rovidence  -  -  .         .  . 

d&rtford  -         .         .         .  ' 

4Spw  York 

]|L'renton  

|1  biladelphia,         including    dtocks    on 
\    Treasury  buokii  -  -  .  . 

Wilmington,  Delaware 
Baltimore  -         -         -         .         . 

lichmond  -         . 

^eigh  -         -         -         .         . 

'■baricston  -         -         .         .         . 

■iavannah  ... 

Tn  isury  at  Washington,  exclusive  of  div- 


$1,180,000 


$63,720 


I 


$105,400 

632,400 

31,620 

421,600 

52,700 


$1,243,720 


$12,000 

320.000 

20,000 

37,000 

625.000 

8.000 

545,000 

1,000 

125,000 

20,000 

5.000 

85,000 

5,000 


'i"  -,^"^""  banks,  assigned  to  the  SecreUries  of 
the  V\  ar  and  Navy  Department*,  in  consequence  of 
their  being  transferrable  from  the  places  of  deposite 
to  the  places  of  payment  of  the  public  debt,  Rmount- 
ing  to  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  dollars 


.J 


nends  payable  at  Philadelphia 


65,000 


$1,873,000 


^ovE.-From  the  diily  transfers  of  stock,  from  one 
loa-J  o'fice  to  another,  it  is  impossible  at  this  time  to 
est,|.ate,  with  prccisiou,  the  amount  which  will  be 
paj  ♦bie  at  ea.  h   loan  office  on   the  first  of  January 


ner 

wb. 


1  he  abov^  may  be  considered  as  near  the  sums 
li    will   be   payable,   unless  the   removal  of  stock 


stiff|ld,  in  the  meantime,  be  unusually  large. 

D. 

(  isii  m  the  several  banks,  according  to  the  state  of 
the  nformation  at  the  Treasury,  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 
berfH-U,  »fter  deducting  moneys  in  the   Southern 


Bath  Bank 

Lincoln  Bank,  Bath  -         -         .         . 

Cumberland  Bank,  Portland 

Portland  Bank 

New  Hampshire  Union  Bank     - 

Saco  Bank 

Merchanu'  Bank,  Salem    - 

Roger  Williams's  Bank      • 

Newport  Bank  •         -         .         . 

New  Haven  Bank     -         -         .         . 

New  YorkSute  bank,  Albany  - 

Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Albany 

Manhattan  Company  ... 

Branch  Bank  of  do.,  Utica 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York     - 

City  Bank,  New  York 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania         ... 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank.  Philad'a 

Branch  Bank,  Pituburg     - 

Bank  of  Baltimore     .... 

Commercial  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Bait. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  Baltimore       - 

W' ashing ton        ..... 

Metropolis  ..... 

Columbia  ...... 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B'k,  Georee- 
town      .         .         .         ... 

Union  Bank,  Georgetown  - 
.Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria 
Bank  of  Potomac,  Alexandria     - 
Bank  of  Virginia        .... 


$9,723  13 
6,750  00 
24.217  79 
12,043    18 
12,807  39 
1,4:J5  83 
34,376  83 
12,366  67 
42,738   99 
15,081    12 
40,730   17 
18.369  08 
378.788  46 
15,433  59 
222,896   14 
34.254   08 
94,668  63 
376  67 
910  69 
65,288    16 
18,212    19 
628,594  51 
67,067  82 
11,609  60 
241,974  26 

596  48 

37,561  45 

6,000  00 

16,000  00 

36,020  35 
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Branch  of  do.,  at  Norfolk  - 

State  Bank,  Haleigh  .         .         .         . 

Branch  of  do..  Salisbury    - 

Branch  of  do..  Wilmington 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear    .... 

Planters  and  Mechanics' B'k, ('harlePt'n 

Bank  of  South  Carolina     . 

Union  Bank,  South  Carolina 

Planters'   Bank,  Savannah 

Bank  of  Kentucky      .... 

Branch  of  do.,  at  Kussellville      . 

Branch  of  do.,  at  Louisville 

Bank  of  Cbilicothe     .         .         .         . 

Miami  Exporting  Company, Cincinnati 

Louisiana  Bank  .... 


770 

H.  orR. 


366   93 

6.263  88 

5,502  33 

1.697  26 

101,235  28 

22,712  50 

14,028  47 

102  98 

9.174   70 

1,247  61 


!I!  no  I  ''^t '**'*°"  °'"  ^^"^  demand  will  be  payable  of  ^^ 
366   93     in  the  notp«  nf  fK„  .„. _l      ,     f'^'^'^.  oi  courae. 


in  the  notes  of  the  respcriive  banks. 

2.  That,  to  secure  and  satisfy  the  advances  thus  to 

a^m";rted  oV'*^  '""';•  -^P^^''-'^'  ^he  banks  shal  ^ 
admitted,  on  reasonable  terms,  to  subscribe  to  the  loan 
of  three  millions  of  dollars;  or  they  shall  receive  Tre.s- 

un'on"h     L°'  '^7"^""  '^^"'^^  ^-»'  »«-•  -  Jra'L 
upon  banks  ir,  other  States.     If  anv  bank  should  pre- 
fer accommodate   ,he    Treasury   with  a  temporary 
I  ;?1I  .1  '^    "'l"-«'.  this  course  may  be  pursued.^ 
699  0.     osilrVnttf^li-rur^-rcc^L^^^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
I  A.  j.  DALLAS. 

Mr.  Ehpks  then  explained  the  object  of  this  bill 
which  was  to  carry  into  effect  the  Secretary's  re-' 
corameDdalions  ej^cept  that  part  which  relates  to 
ilie  transfer  ol  funds  from  one  quarter  to  another 
which  they  had  determined  to  postpone  until  the 
question  relating  to  a  National  Bank  should  have 
been  finally  acted  on,  «Lc. 


66,514  92 


$2,372,287  13 


Schedule  E. — [Circular.] 
Tbeaslrt  DtPAETMEXT,  \ov.  25,  1814. 
bi«:    The   sudden   determination   of  most    of  the 
banks,  in  which   the  deposites  of  public  money  were  I       Th     M    'l  -_-,—. 

made,  to  refuse  payment  of  their  notes  and  of  drafts  !  ,  rJi* "v,^  '"  '"•"  ^''^  "^^^^  '^^"   ^"^d,  on  mo 

upon  them,  in  ispecie.  deprived  the  Government  of  the  |  ,'°"..„„i„  ?,  ^♦'*'E'^). With  seven  and  a  hall  million 
use  of  iu  gold  and  silver,  without  any  act  or  assent  on 
the  part  of  the  Treasury.     The  equally  sudden  deter, 
mination  of  the  banks  of  each  State  to  refuse  credit 
and  circulation  to  the  notes  issued  in  other  States,  dc 


— .. ^„,  „,,„  :,cvcii  anu  a  nail  millions 

lu  supply  the  possible  deficiency  in  the  two  loans 
and  with  three  millions  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
provision  lor  the  military,  and  one  million  for  the 
deficiency  m  .he  provision  for  the  naval  service 


-..-  ...vu....x^,.  »u  iiic  iiuira  iNsuea  in  oiner  otates,  dc.  i  T **/  "*  *"^  piuvisiou  lor  the  na 

prived  the  Government,  without  its  participation,  of  ^^^  '*'*'  remainder  of  the  present  year 
the  only  means  that  were  possessed  for  transferring  its  !  ^°  debaie  look  place  on  the  principle  of  the  bill 
funds  from  the  places  in  which  they  lay  inactive  to  ^""l*^  discussion  and  amendment  look  oiace  on 
the  places  in  vvhich  they  were  wanted,  for  the  payment  [l>e  section  for  puDi>hinff  counterfeiters  of  the 
of  the  dividends  on  the  funded  debt,  and  the  discharge  I  bills,  in  which  Messrs.  Gasto.n,  W.ru  and  Hop- 
of  Ireasury  notes.  It  was  the  inevitable  result  of  KI.N8  of  Kentucky,  look  part  *^**"'''^"'^  "O''" 
these  transactions,  that  the  bank  credits  of  the  Govern-  i       The  CommiUt-e  at  lengVh  rose  and  reported  the 


ment  should  be  soon  exhausted  in  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Ac.  where  the  principal  loan  offices  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt  were  established;  and 
that  the  (Jovernment  should  be  unable  to  satisfy  its 
engagements  in  those  cities,  unless  the  public  credit- 


Dill,  Which,  the  amendments  having  been  con- 
curred in,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 


banks,  whose  conduct  had  produced  the  existing  em-     year      ^^'^'""'""'  ^"^'"S  '^^  remainder  of  the 
barrassment,  would  cheerfully  afford  some  alleviating 
accommodation  to  the  Government ;  but  every  attempt 


to  realize  that  hope  has  hitherto  failed.  Even,  how- 
ever, if  the  present  application  should  also  be  unsuc- 
cessful, I  think  I  may  relv  on  the  intelligence  and  can- 
dor  of  our  fellow-citizens  to  vindicate  the  Government 
from  any  reproach,  for  the  want  of  good  faith,  or  of  es- 
sential resources  to  maintain  the  pubhc  credit.  The 
evenu  which  have  occurred  the  Government  could 
neither  avert  nor  control 


Mr.  Eppes  read  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
the  becretary  of  War.  in  relation  to  the  deficiency 
ul  appropriations  in  that  department ;  from  which 
It  appeared  that  though  it  was  impo>sible  to  as- 
certain with  precision  at  this  time  the  number  of 
militia  in  service  during  the  paM  Summer,  there 
was  little  doubt  but  iheir  expenses  would  greatly 
exceed  the  appropriations  made  for  those  objects 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  blanks  in  this  bill 
were  then  filled  with  ihree  millions  for  the  Mili- 


Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  deemed  it  a  duty  "'^"^  "'^"  ""eu  wiin  mree  millions  for  the  Mili- 
to  the  public,  and  to  myself,  to  request  the  attention  of '  'ary  department,  one  million  for  the  Naval  de- 
ihe  banks,  which  have  acted  as  agents  of  the  Treasury  ;  partment,and  other  sums  for  the  expenses  of  CoD- 
in  the  receipt  and  distribution  of  public  money,  to  the     gress,  ic.  «^Apenses  oi  UOD 

following  propositions  :  a_,i  ,i,„/-« 

1.  That'lhe  banks  shall  assi.st  the  Government  with  whth  L,  »n."'!;T'  '  '"''  i" ^  '/^''''''^  '^'  ^^"  ' 
the  means  of  discharging  the  Treasury  notes  an  P  y  '  fl  third  tan.  '""'  "  '"^  '"  ^'  '"^""^'^ 
intr  the  dividends  of  oublic  debt  ,lnri„„  .k'     '.Z  1.  I    ""^  ^  '"'^'^  reading. 


,.      rj      - .^.j  iiuicB.  oiiu  way* 

ing  the  dividends  of  public  debt  during  the  present 
quarter,  at  the  loan  office  of  their  respective  States.  A 
great  portion,  both  of  the  Treasury  notes  and  public 
debt,  belongs  to  the  banks  respectively  ;  and,  so  far 
nothing  more  than  a  protracted  credit  will  be  required' 
13tl»  Cox.   3d  Sess.— 25 


-MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  remainder  of  this  day'.s  .silting  was  occu- 
pied in  CoNimitleeof  the  Whole,  on  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  call 


■J 


I 


If 


II 


8 


'    J 


f- 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


772 


korR. 


Militia  Draughts. 


December,  1314. 


iiu  service  80,430  militia  for  the  defence  of  theftions  for  the  service  of  ihe  year  1814  wa,  r^^A 
iJiiled  Slates.  the  third  lime  and  parsed.  '  "'^ 


Jfhe  first  of  the  amendraenis  reported  by  the 
sj|*ct  committee  which  carae  under  consideration. 
^^8  that  authorizing  the  President,  oa  failure  of 
t;«3  Governors  of  the  several  States  to  comply 
vjlh  the  requisition,  to  call  directly  on  the  offi- 
c^fi  of  the  militia  to  cause  the  draught  to  be 
I>>'de.  This  amendment  was  ^upported  bv  jMr. 
^4ai«30N,  of  Kentucky.  iMr.  Robertson,'  and 
R».  Trodp.  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Pearson.  It 
««£  agreed  to  ayes  90. 

^fie  next  amendmeni  goes  to  change  the  whole 
jfijt  of  apportionment,  so  as  to  fii  it  on  the  princi- 
h*  of  free  ['Ovulation,  as  ascertained  by  the  last 
''the  principle  cf  representation, 
lirect  tax,  on  which  principle 
was  fixed  in  the  bill   by  the 


.•This  ameiidment  was  opposed,  on  opposite 
c4Aitods,  howpver.  by  xMr.  Fisk.  of  \ew  York, 
ISCj;  Calhoi.m,  Mr.  Ingersoll, and  Mr.  For.syth, 
«t|'l  advocated  by  Messrs.  Gholson,  Trodp,  and 
PiAkSON.  This  amendment  was  also  agreed  to. 
f^Ue  quota  o(  the  District  of  Columbia  is  hereby 
uced  to 263 instead  of  430.]  Otheramendraenis 
re  proposed,  and  further  discussion  took  place. 
The  ConiAiittee  rose,  without  having  gone 
rough  the  ki'll,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


i 


Thcrsday,  December  8. 

he  SpEAifEU  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ft/pa  the  Seoieiary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
tfccslosing  copies  of  the  returns  lor  members  of 
C^gres^  for  the  district  composed  of  the  counties 
oaLaucaster.'Dauphin.  and  Lebanon,  and  for  the 
d  strict  composed  of  the  counties  of  Chester  and 
It  cntgomery.in  that  State.— Laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio, 
diesohed.  That  the  Coa)miitee  on  the  Public 
t  Dtds  be  in-^tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
(t  snbdividin|{  the  quarter  sections  of  the  lands  of 
i\  t»  United  Slates. 

<  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  inquire  into 
\Ad  vxpedienqy  of  making  provision,  by  law.  for 
tSo  sale  of  setjiions  iicretofore  reserved  for  the  fu- 
ture disposition  of  Congress,  and  not  sold  orother- 
vjifc  disposed  of  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  same 
t^ms  and  a^  the  same  price  that  other  public 
Ijivds  are  offej-ed  for  sale  at   the  respective  land 


(gi'ces  within:  the  State. 


^^solved,   4'hat  the   said  Committee  inquire 

i^o  the  expediency  of  attaching  to  the  Canton 
Lstrict,  in  t|»e  Stale  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 
[tending  one  mile  in  width  on  each  side  of  the 
tjuds  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  West- 
M  line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  which,  by 
llale   treaiyat  Brownstown,  in  the  Michil^an 

3  ?rritory.  wiUi  certain  Indian  tribes,  was  ceded 

triihe  United  States. 

An  engrossed   bill  supplementary  to   the  acts 
thorizing  a  loan  for  the  several  sums  of  twenty- 

C>  e  millions  f}f  dollars  and  three  millions  of  dol- 

\»  ^,  was  readlthe  third  time  and  passed. 

:    i%t\  engrosMjd  bill  making  additional  appropria 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  -for  the  relief 
of  John  C.  Hurlburt.  of  Chatham,  in  the  Stale  of 
Connecticut.''  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the 
bill  "to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defrayincr 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  dist- 
illled within  the  United  Stales,  and  by  amending 
the  act  laving  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  ol" 
spirituous  liquors."  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

MILITL\  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  "to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  several 
Stales  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective 
quotas  of  80,430  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  Slates." 

Mt.  Lewi3,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said:  He 
wished  to  offer  an  amendmeni  to  the  bill,  which 
he  deemed  of  the  first  importance.  There  existed 
throughout   this  country  a  class  of  industrious 

respeciable,and  highly  meritorious  citizens,  whose 
religion  forbade  them  to  engage  in  this  trade  of 
war.    From  the  lime  when  the  Christian  religion 
was  promulged.  however  strange  the  fact  might 
appear  to  those  whose  business  is  the  destruction 
ol  our  race,  ihere  have  always  existed  thousands 
who  held   It  a  most  sacred  duty  not  to  imbrue 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  brethren,  simply 
because  their  rulers  had   been  pleased  to  declare 
them  enemies.     The  history  of  centuries  would 
prove  that  ihis  was  no  theory,  no  speculative  vis- 
ion.    It  was  an  article  of  Christian  faith,  deemed 
a  command  of  the  Most  High;  and  thousands  of 
these  pacific  Christians  have  attested  the  sincer- 
ity of  their  laiih  and  their  practice  at  the  stake 
and  on  the  scaffold.    The  bill  on  the  table.  Mr.  L 
said,  made  no  exceptions  as  to  ihese  noiseless 
though  numerous.  Christians.     They  were  sub- 
ject  to  be  draughted   into  the  ranks  of  death 
Here  to  continue  for  a  year;  and  if  they  refused 
the  call,  they  were  subjected   to  all  the  rigorous 
penalties  of  the  law.     In  most  of  the  States  Mr 
L.  said,  he  believed  those  men  were  excused  from 
any  kind  ol   nulilia  duty  whatever,  by  paying  a 
certain   annual   lax   deemed  equivalent  to  their 
personal  services.     He  believed,  with  the  excep- 
iiou  of  Virginia,  there  was  not  a   State  in  the 
Union   that  did   not  suffer  these  peaceful  Chris- 
tian.s,  in  some  way,  to  be  exempted  from  military 
service.     The  miliiia  laws  of  Virginia  exact  the 
s^ame  personal  services  from  them  as  from  others. 
.>one  are  exempted  on  account  of  religious  faith 
and  conscientious  scruples.    Their  fines  and  pen- 
nliies  lor  neglect  or  refusal  are  highly  severe,  and. 
in  general,  are  rigorously  executed. 

The  courts  mariial  have,  it  i.s  true,  discre- 
tionary powers,  as  relates  to  fines;  but  that  dis- 
cretion  is  generally  exercised  rather  to  punish 
than  protect  all  who  cannot  join  in  the  ranks. 
There  was  a  practice,  founded  on  the  law  of  the 
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State,  so  highly  unjust  and  oppressive  in  its  one-  '  and  fines  anH  in^,,,  i 

ration  to  these  peaceful  citizens,  that  he  was  ^  '  are  tK>und   to  tZTohT"''  /"  ^ ^^ «'»•- 'i»er 

tonished   it   should   be  endured  in  an  enl.ahtened    -unsuccessfoT    n  T  ^""^  ^Z*"'^'-  ««^'  'f 

community.     When  once  draughted  or  called    ^  drauXhev  ^-    '"^^^^    ^ '"    "       "^°"    ""^ 
service,  in  case  of  failure  to  obey   which  must  «1    ,  in!  -n /"    ^         =»ubjecied  to  a  round  of  suffer- 

ways  happen  to  this  people,  a  he'avy  fine  i?  e  ied  '    Sft  h.s  aT/ndTe^r"' ^  .'.^  '^  might  be  objected, 

and  collected.     The  delinquent  is   immed  aldv  '  mil  tia   laws^nT        T"'*^  '°'7'"^  ^"'^  ^tate 

placed  on  the  next  class  fir  another  drau^h    Vs  I  iT        hould  so  d.rfll  rh'""'''     "'  '^^"^^  "  '  °^. 

again,  of  course,  delinquent,  and  again,  heav'i,';  '  ^.'^  L^.rclt^ain?.  ^nn^^le^s^^^'^r  vtl'atn^'o'f 


fined.  This  call,  or  draught,  is  sometimes  re- 
peatedly made  in  quick  succession,  and  fines  accu- 
mulate to  an  amount  which  reduce  the  most  afflu- 
ent to  distress,  and  those  of  competent  fortune  to 
entire  ruin.  ,;  .        ••  . r -"*.  ouuriru  penai- 

1,  op,r..„  ,„„  ,„„„  oppressively  „p„„  ,h„«  of  i  ."oJlS""  "sln'o^"'  U  ^i'ZZ"':':^'  '"  °'" 


the  State  rights  ;  u  went  not  through  the  State 
executive,  but  directly  to  the  ranks  of  the  miliiia 
upon  a  certain  contingency.  It  made  direct  re- 
quisitions upon  those  ranks,  and  annexed  nenal- 


number  ol  the  company,  although  ii  is  composed 
tiait  ol  mt-n  whose  consciences  forbid  military 
service,  and  who,  of  course,  never  do.  and  never 
will,  serve  ;  yet  the  whole  number  is  called  forth 
and  thus,  while  these  Christians  are  ruined  by 
accumulated  penalties,  the  residue  have  a  most 
oppressive  share  of  personal  service. 


S.  ..'t.v««     *IV^| 

tate  exemption  could  deliver  the  citizen- 
you  impose  fines  and  penalties  in  a  manner  which 
the  States  alone  have  the  Constitutional  power 
to  do  You  make  a  call  upon  the  militia.  and 
you  doom  those  who  do  not  obey  your  call  with- 
out discrimination,  to  fine,  imprisonment,  and 
probable  ruin.    In  this  way  you  approach  direct- 


Mr.  L.  said,  in  ihe  district  he  represented  this  uVli.l  T'.  *'*  ^^^  ^^^  approach  direct- 
description  of  their  condition  Tad  TatT\o  ^'  '^  fi  ''''""\'^^°  ^^^ '^"'^^  ^''"''^  *^ 
great  extent,  been  realized  The  fine  h^Jac  '  /'''?  '"^I."  '^"'  "^^^  ^^^^  requisition, 
cumulated  to  an  amount  which  the  propertv  of  i  Z  T^  '^*^\'hem  no  refuge  but  in  your  penal- 
those  oppressed  people  could  not  sai.'^  7  r^  of  ,  fill  P""'^^",^"!^-  ^^y  is  this  done  ?  Not 
- "    ~ -         ^  "      •               ^^^'-'y-     *'•  ""'  I  '"  fi"  youf  ranks  !    For  you  know  lhe.se  men  will 


course,  must  be  sacrificed  under  the  marshal's 
hammer ;  and,  in  case  of  deficiency,  their  persons 
comrnitied  to  prison  to  expiate  the  sin  of  serving 

their  God  with  perseverance  and  pure  consciences^ 
Mr.  L..  said,  when  he  viewed  the  benevolent  <re- 
nius  of  ihe  consmuiion  of  his  native  Stale  llie 
liberal  spirii  of  her  general  laws,  and  ihe  tnaa 


never  be  in  your  ranks,  unless  by  ruffian  force. 
It  is  to  wring  Irorn  them  the  liitle  property  which 
by  frugality,  sobriety,  and  labor,  they  have  col- 
lected to  sustain  their  families,  and  smooth  the 
pillow  ol  old  age.  He  said  it  was  unjust,  oppres- 
sive, and  sinful.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to 
ask  lor  those  people  any  peculiar  boon   beyond 


nanimous  justice  which  she  was  in  the  iL  mnf       k       L  people  any  peculiar  boon   beyonc 

distributing  to  her  sons,  he  could  nm  but  wonder  Of  Vl  .1  ''"'  ^^''^P'^u  °f/"'^^«"o«  demanded, 
that  this  Slain  on  her  policy  and  her  iusiice  wa,  .      r  ^^^"""^^y  burdens  of  the  State,  the 

suffered  to  remain.  1  was'^  m  di  ec  Zluln7Tu  ^'?''i^  "'^  '^°''  '"'"  ^"^'  ^'"  ''^  ^^^^^-  "^  ^'^ 
her  own  spirit,  view.,  and  declarai.ons     In  exemption  from  the  general  weight 

when  ratifying  the  CoosUiouoToTl^^^^^^ 

Slates,  her  convention  tende  ed  a  bi  1  of  rf^Lts  ,'  T  "■  "°  «"*=^"^"^P""°-  But,  as  to  personal 
to  the  Union  ;  and  ihis  was  ihe  IQ.h  »  ,.  r  r  f^''"*'/  '"  *""'"  '^  «"y  '"^^  conscientiously  be- 
that  bill:  "TLat  anv  ne^/n  inl'!.';,rA'?.'.l.'?^l   '^'^^^  '^  ^^  ^u'^'I't"  '^  ''''  ^°'"  "^  ^-''  ^^ 

human  tribunal  had  the  right  to  force  such  a  man 

science,  and  to 

ory,  but  was  sureThaTlI^  waT^'u'bltannL'li;"^!;'"  '  ^'^"'  "^^^  ^"  '^^'^"y  Government  had^theTght' 

rect.    How  different  from  llms  the  ore  em^^^^^  »  "^«".  '«  ^  applied,  not 

^     T^l-  present  la»        ,J    .      present  prac-    parlicularly  to  the  work  of  war.  but  to  the  aen- 

pre.eni  law  i.  most  unequal  in  .ts  ,  eral  purposes  of  Government ;  with  this  all  ougSt 


any  person   religiously  scrupu- 


'  lous  of  bear.n-  arms  ouZ  o  Kp  %        ^  T""^""  '  ^"'"*"  '''^""*'  ^^^  ^^e  right  to  for 

*  payment  of  an%QuTvale,fi  In  1  ^0^^'"^^^  I  '"  '^'"'*'^  ^'''  ^«''g'°"  ^"'^  '"^  con. 

'  in  his  steal''    T  L  id   he  c.t^^^  '  T""  ^''  ^'^"'^^  ^''''  »»"">«»  ^lood. 

ory,  but  was  sur;  , h.T.^  , '  ^'  "I'i^'T."''"'-  i  ^'^"^  ^as  all  that  any  Government 


tice  1     The 

operaiion  ;  the  mass  of  ihrmTlma.Trv'rng  no  re 
l.g.ous  restraints,  could  perform  their  duty  Tn 
person,  or,  at  worst  by  hiring  a  substitute  ;  and 
f.P^,^  f^'  P"<°^"^d  '»  either  way,  eiooe- 
rated  ttiem  from  further  calls,  until  every  militia- 
man ol  every  class,  had,. a  hi's  turn,  gone^hrough 
the  same  process.  These  peaceful  Christians 
could  not,  as  they  believed,  Iinder  the  pena  tie 
of  eternal  perdition,  enter  your  ranks  in  arms,  and 
they  are  not  casuists  enough  lo  believe  that  ihev 
may  innocently  do  that  by  substitute,  which  the 
Prince  of  Peace  has  forbidden  them  to  perform 
in  person.  1  hey  canno^  therefore,  deliver  them- 
selves Irom  the  constant  harassing  of  marshals. 


j  to  be  satisfied.  The  equivalent  ought  not  to°be 
oppressive  on  the  one  hand,  nor  on  the  other 
ought  It  to  be  so  reduced  as  to  permit  any  but  the 

I  really  conscientious  10  take  advantage  of  it  for 
improper  purposes.  Mr.  L.  then  offered  the  fol- 
lowing section  to  the  bill,  which  was  adopted  by 
a  large  majority: 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  per- 
son who  is  a  member  of  any  religious  sect  or  denomi- 
nation of  Christians,  conscientiously  scrupulous  of 
bearing  arms,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  performance 
of  the  duties  required  by  this  act,  by  paying  his  due 
proportion  of  the  amount  contracted  to  be  paid  by  the 
class  in  which  he  is  included,  according  to  the  provision 
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(rt  |e  fourth  section  of  ihe  ict ;  or,  in  case  there  shall  be  a 
d|r'  light  in  such  class,  by  pajing;  to  the  person  draught- 
ed :|ich  sum  as  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  command- 
in4  J.^cer  of  the  company,  so  that  the  sum  shall  not 
e<  oed  three  months'  pay  ;  and  the  payment  of  such 
80^  >  of  money,  \n  either  case,  shall  be  considered  as 
en  itl;nj  such  person  to  au  exemption  from  all  the 
di^  ie«  required  by  this  act. 

)n  motion  o1  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
w^  <  amended  so  as  tu  reduce  the  term  of  service 
of  hf  militia  proposed  to  be  draughted,  from  two 
y>  rs  to  one  year.  The  majority  m  favor  of  this 
m.  lion  was  about  twenty  votes. 

>  (r.  MiLLKR.  of  New  York,  observed  that  he 
th.  jght  the  bill  objectionable  in  principle;  and 
wi  !i  a  view  to  jry  th2  .sense  of  the  Committee,  he 
mr  ,e<J  to  striki}  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
Hs  begged  th."  iodulg*nceofthe  Committee,  while 
he:  submitted  itome  remarks  la  support  of  his 
m>    ion. 

fir.  Chairrayn,  ydu  have  been  correctly  lold 
by^rbe  honorubje  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
rafi^teo  (Mr.  TiHaup)  that,  in  discussing  this  bill, 
it  Jrill  be  prope,-  to  sottle  the  principle,  on  which 
yo  intend  to  rely,  fur  af^sisting  your  military 
foh  e  to  carry  (*o  the  war.  With  this  object  in 
vi>  V.  it  will  be^necessiry  to  compare  the  provi 
si<i  s  of  this  bill  with  the  other  military  plans 
noy  on  your  table. 

■  be  honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Trolp)  has  pur- 
suaI  that  cour>v;  and  without  entering  at  large 
ini  I  a  discussion  of  the  question,  has  objected  lo 
iht  bill,  becaus?  he  considers  it  too  inelficient  in 
its  provisions;  and  because  the  kind  of  force 
{m  lifia)  is  not  of  th;it  character  required  by  the 
pr«  ^Bt  situation  of  the  couuiry.  He  says  "it 
^  C  niiot  be  trur  that  this  Government,  charged 
I  H  th  the  eetieral  defence,  authorized   to  declare 

*  kv  ir,  and  raise  armies,  can  have  but  one  mode 
'i)    raising  armies  whilst  every  other  Govern- 

*  n  k-nt  that  has  ever  existed  has  had  an  absolute 
\  p  'wer  over  th,e  population  of  the  country  for 
'  ti  s  purpose,  aud  ha-,  actually  exercised  it.  But 
'  tFs  question  i.s  not  properly  before  the  House, 
'  a|d  (he  says)  J  will  not  go  into  an  argument  to 
I  sajw  that  you- can,  like  other  Governments,  re- 
'  liJt  to  other  iut)des  of  raising  armies  than  that 
'o|roluntary  talistmeni.     Ttiat  you  can  resort 

*  J(«cl'isMficatioo    and   draught,  to  classification 
i  penalty,  or  any  other  mode  which  a  sound 

^eretion  may  in  a  particular  state  of  the  coun- 
•diciate  ana  justify.     All  I  intend  lo  say  at 
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penalty — classification  and  draught.  Sir  there  is 
poison  in  the  dish  ;  garnish  it  as  you  please,  there 
IS  poison  still.  You  call  it  classification  !  I  stickle 
not  for  names — ••  a  rose  by  any  other  name  would 
smell  as  sweet."  Is  this  classification?  "Dis- 
guise thyself  as  thou  wilt,  slavery,  still  thou  art  a 
bitter  draught."  The  times  demand  that  things 
should  be  called  by  their  right  names— this  is  coo- 
scnption,  and  with  features,  more  hideous,  than 
are  to  be  found  in  the  exploded  system  of  our 
unfortunate  cousin  of  Eloa. 

This  system  of  conscription.  I  contemplate 
with  a  horror  which  I  cannot  express,  and  with 
an  alarm,  which  it  would  be  criminal  to  conceal. 
Other  gentlemen  think  differently,  and  will  of 
course  act  differently— he  who  views  it  as  I  do, 
but  illy  performs  his  duty  to  his  conscience  or 
his  country,  if  he  neglects  to  remonstrate  against 
it.  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the  enormity  of 
the  principle,  and  the  extent  of  the  evils  involved 
in  it. 

For  one.  I  cannot  consent  lo  be  a  mere  spectator 
of  a  scene  like  this,     1  should  consider  myself  as 
utterly  unworthy  the   confidence  of  my  consti- 
tueni.>,  if  I  did  not  oppose  this  high-handed  attempt 
upon   their  rinhts  and  privileges,     I  would    not 
dare  to  meet  the  indignant  frowns  which  I  should 
deservedly  receive  from  ihein,  if  I  did  not  oppose 
this  system  lo  ihe  utmost  of  my  power— I  should 
consider  that  I  insulted  the  ashesof  my  forefathers, 
who.  during  the  struggle  of  the   Revolution,  in 
their  humble  station  (and  humble  indeed  it  was) 
performed  some  little    service    to    the    Slate.     I 
should  be  unjust  to  my  own  claims  to  personal 
freedom;  I  should  be  an  unfaithful  guardian  to 
the  interests  of  my  children,  if  1  did  not  oppose 
this  system  in  all  ns  forms  and  in  all  its  aspects. 
The  finger  of  scorn  shnll  never  be  pointed  to  a 
son  of  mine,  and  say,  that  man's   father,  placed 
by  the  partiality  of  his  friends  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  omitted  to  oppose  this  system  by  every 
means  in  his  power.     I  seize  this  occasion  lo  put 
myself  upon  the  record,  in  characters  too  legible 
to  be  misunderstood.     If  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
try are  now  to  be  sacrificed.  1  wash  my  hands  of 
any  share  of  the  crime.     I  may  indeed  be  offered 
upon    the  attar  of  conscription,  but  if  my  voice 
and  my  strength  do  not  fail   me,  I  will  this  day 
make  you  my  witnesses  to  prove  that  I  was  not 
a  willing  victim. 

What  are  the  plans  by  which  you  intend  to  fill 
your  army  ?     I  object  to  them  all,  as  unconstiiu- 


.  ^*ent  IS.  that:you  haVean  absolute  powerJve      Z^l  ^f        '  "Y'''  '^u*^"'"  * 

•  »;'.•  population  of  the  country  for  th^s  1  posV      '„  .   '       '""P'^^'*''"  '  '^ey  all  look  to  force,  and 

•  l-JJihat,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country  ufs    IT,     ""',""  "^'''  'Vf'''  »"  army  except  by  vol- 

>»er  to  resort  tocla..sification  and  drau"1.7',han     ""'"^y  ^"''^'"^^"t  

'  lojfesort  lo  \\\u  bill  Irom  the  Senate.'''  These 
arejihe  position^  tak^n  by  ihe  honorable  chair- 
maj  of  the  .Milnary  Cummittee.  (.Mr.  Trolp.) 


Lbject.  sir.  \o  the  whole  system  of  force  and 
co»*eion;  and  contend  ihat  under  this  Consiiiu- 
tiof  you  have  no  right  to  raise  armies  except  by 
vytjiuary  enlistment ;  and  Curihor,  that  if  you  had 
thejight  it  would  not  be  discreet  to  exercise  it. 


cot 


ne   plan   wliich   gentlemen    wish   adopted   is 
Cnptioa!     "They    call   it   classification   and 


y  enlistment.  I  have  indeed  heard  that  these 
were  rival  plans;  for  myself  I  consider  them  all 
as  parts  of  a  system  of  tyranny  and  oppression— 
ihey  are  all  branches  of  this  Bohiin  Upas  which 
IS  to  overshadow  this  country,  and  poison  all  the 
comforts  of  this  people.  If  either  bill  passes,  the 
principle  of  coercion  isesiablished  ;  and  the  claim 
to  "absoluie  power  over  the  population  of  the 
country"  will  .soon  be  asserted. 

Your  present  military  plans  are  all  unconstitu- 
tional. In  order  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion, 
as  to  the  extent  of  your  powers,  it  will  be  well  to 
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remember  the  structure  of  our  Government,  and 
ihe  objects  of  its  formation.     This  Constitution 
was   formed    by   separate,  free,  and   independent 
States,  who  mutually  agreed  lo  give  up  some  of 
their  rights  of  sovereignty  for  a  common  object. 
The  Slates  were  jealous  of  their  rights,  and.  with 
much  careand  circumspection,  limited  theirgranl 
lo  the  General   Government,  for   the   objects  de- 
fined.    It  was  not  a  leading  motive  with  the  States 
to  make  thisa  great  military  nation.     The  objects 
are  disclosed  in  the  preamble  lo  the  Constitution, 
Tiz  :     "To   form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
'  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
'  thccommon  defence. promote  thegeneral  welfare, 
*  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
'  and  our  posterity."    These  were  the  inducements 
which  procured  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution, 
You   are  now   unfortunately  at  war,  and   you 
wish  lo  fill  the  ranks  of  your  army.     The  bill  be- 
fore Us   discloses  one  of  your  plans;  it  seeks  to 
raise  eighty  thousand  men  from  the  militia  ''  by 
contract  or  draught."     This  bill.  1  am  free  to  ad- 
mit, is  less  objectionable  than  either  of  the  other 
projects;  but  it  is  nevertheless  unconstitutional. 
Congress  have  no  power  to  "  raise  militia."     You 
have  only  a  right  lo  provide  for  calling  them  out 
in  the  three  ca>es  mentioned  in  the  Constitution, 
The  title  o!"  the  bill  would  seem  lo  imply,  that 
"  the  defence  of  the  frontiers"  was  its  object,  but 
there  is  no  provision  in  it  which  limits  the  service 
of  the  militia  to  defence,  or  to  either  of  the  cases 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution.     Indeed,  gentle- 
men have  avowed  the  intention  to  carry  on  ihe 
war  by  means  of  these  miliiia.     Sir,  the  Consti- 
tution gives  you  no  such  right.     The  militia  may 
be  used  by  the  General  Government  in  the  emer- 
gencies Slated,  but  the  exigency  must  exist,  or  the 
right  to  call  ihera  out  does  not  exist.     A   power 
to  use  the  militia  to  carry  on  a  war  is  not  granted 
by  the  Constitution.     You  can  employ  them  to 
"repel  invasion,"  but  not  to  carry  on  the  war. 
By  this  bill  you  may  take  the  militia  to  Q,uebec 
or  to  Halifax  ;  and  the  same  usurpation   which 
permits  you  to  push  them   beyond  the  St.  Law- 
rence, will  justify  you   also  in   pushing  them   lo 
the  Shannon  or  the  Thames. 

There  IS  another  argument  which  bears  upon 
this  question.  Militia  officers  are  appointed  un- 
der the  State  aulhorilies;  these  State  authorities 
Tibrate  with  parties.  To  day  you  have  one  de- 
scription of  officers,  who  are  called  out  to  carry  on 
the  war— to-morrow  there  is  a  change  in  the 
Slate  government,  the  officers  on  duty  are  re- 
moved, and  others  are  appointed.  The  inconve- 
nience which  would  flow  from  such  a  state  of 
things  goes  far  to  prove  that  you  have  no  power  to 
carry  on  a  war  by  miiiiia. 

There  is  another  feature  of  this  bill  which  de- 
serves  some  notice.  You  have  introduced  an 
amendment  by  which,  in  case  the  Governors  refuse 
to  comply  with  the  requisition,  the  President  may 
issue  his  order  lo  other  military  officers  of  ihe 
States.  The  effect  of  this  amendment  will  be. 
to  encourage  mutiny  and  insubordination  in  ihe 
militia;  and  thus,  like  all  your  other  measures, 
tend  to  weaken  the  security  of  the  States.  ' 


Connected  with  this  system,  is  a  bill  we  passed 
a  day  or  two  since,  authorizing  ihe  enlistment  of 
minors,  without  the  consent  of  parents,  masters 
or  guardians.  This  has  been  considered  uncon- 
_stiiuiional,and  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
It  IS  inexpedient.  It  subverts  all  order,  it  goes  to 
the  destruction  of  civil  society.  Under  that  law 
you  need  not  be  surprised  to  see  some  philosophical 
recruiting  sergeant,  marching  through  your  towns 
and  villages,  with  this  inscription  on  his  standard  • 
•  if  any  children  have  unduiiful  parents  or  if 
any  servants  have  disobedient  masters,  let  thetn 
come  here  and  enlist." 

But   this   project,  bad  as  it  is.  is  not  by  any 
means  .so  objectionable  as  either  the  system  con- 
templated by  the  bill  from  the  Military  Commit- 
tee of  this  House,  or  that  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  at  War  in  his  ]et:er  of  the  17th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1811.     The  bill   from   the  Military  Com- 
mitiee   proposes  to  divide  the  whole  free  male 
population  of  the  country  (without  any  excep- 
tion) into  classes  of  twenty-five;  each  class  to 
furnish  a  recruit  to  serve  during  the  war ;  and  in 
case  any  class  shall   make  default   in  furnishing 
the  recruit,  a  direct  lax  is  to  be  laid  on  the  pro- 
perty within   the  territorial  districts  comprising 
the  cla-ss.     This  is  what  has  been  called  class'fi- 
caiion  and  penalty.    The  project  of  the  Secretary 
of  War   is:-"Let  the  free  male  population  of 
the  United  States  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
;  five  years,  be  formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred 
;  each,  and  let  each  class  furnish  four  men  for 
*  the  war,  wiihin  thirty  days  after  the  classifica- 
tion, and  replace  ihem  in  the  event  of  casualty." 
From  this  system,  there  are  to  be  no  exempts 
except  the   President  of  the  United   States,  and 
the    Governors    of  the   Stiles   and    Territories. 
This  is  called  classification  and  draught;  but  is' 
in  fact,  a  system  of  military  conscription  more 
extensive  than  was  ever  before  attempted  by  the 
ambition  of  tyrants. 

Mr.  Chairman:  This  plan  violates  the  Consti- 
tution of  your  country  ;  it  invades  the  rights  of 
the  State  governments;  it  is  a  direct  infringe- 
ment of  their  sovereignly;  it  concentrates  all 
power  in  the  General  Government,  and  deprives 
the  States  of  their  "  necessary  security."  It  does  ' 
away  all  claim  to  personal  freedom;  it  is  a  dar- 
ing attempt  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this 
people. 

This  con.scripiion  is  unconstitutional.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  limited  powers.  You  take  by  grant; 
your  powers  are  special  and  delegated— they 
must  be  construed  strictly.  "  All  powers  not  del- 
egated, are  re.served  to  the  States  or  the  people." 
Your  authority  i*  defined— you  take  nothing  by 
inference  or  application,  except  what  may  be 
'necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion'' the  powers  expressly  granted. 

What  then  are  the  legitimate  powers  of  this 
Government  over  the  military  force  of  the  coun- 
try ?  There  are  two  kinds  of  military  force  men- 
iioned  in  the  Constitution,  armies  aud  militia,  and 
your  authority  over  each  is  set  down  with  ac- 
curacy and  precision.     Congress  have  power  to 
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rjare  war.  and  with  it  the  necessary  power  "to 
and  siip{»ort  armies, "  and  to  "make  rules 
ftheir  government  and  regulation."  Armies 
W^H  are  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  with 
l^iJch  they  are  to  carry  on  their  wars;  and  are 
^c^.ject  to  iheire«clu-sive  jurisdiction  and  control. 
Bia  the  militia  are  the  State  troops,  which  Con- 
||r#is  have  no  power  to  rai.se.  They  are  a  force 
^y|yt<Dg.  knowij  and  acknowledged  at  the  time 
Offlhe  adoption  of  this  Constitution  ;  existing 
liribout  the  ai'l  or  concurrence  of  the  General 


9)i«ernraent.     The  general  power  over  the  mil- 

Hi^.resides  in  the  States;  a  particular  authority, 

f.)t^\bjects  defined,  was  carved  out  of  that  general 

F9/if^*°<^gfan'ed  to  the  United  States.  Tliemil- 

ifi|r|are  the  security  of  the  States  against  foreign 

orVoraestic   fqes.     The  States  were  not  a  litUe 

j(.4y"s  of  this  jight,  and  to  prevent  any  encroach- 

•^■^t  opon   it.  they  procured  an  'amendment" 

he  ConFtiiufion  in  these  words:  2d.  Amend- 

ht  :  -A  well  regulated  militia  being  necessary 

^the  security  of  a  free  State,  the  rTght  of  the 

'ople  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall°not  be  in- 

jnged. '     Thus   this    "necessary  security"  is 

only  recogwsed  but  guarded  and  protected 

gress  has  no  power  to  raise  militia,  to  appoint 

T   officers,  f.r   to   train    thera.     The   general 

V  i"  'V".  ^^^  ^'*'^''  5  out  of  this  generafpower 
th.«^e  IS  delegates!  to  the  United  States  a  particu- 
lar jguthonty,  m  certain  specified  cases,  and  this 
auijority  is  "  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mil- 
itfa.ro  execute  fhe  laws  of  the  Umon.  suppress 
iirs>|rrection,  and  repel  invasion."     And  with  a 
vttj?  to  give  uni;'ormity  to  their  manoeuvre'  and 
m;a|e  them  more  efficient,  when   their  services 
sbo^ld  be  required  b^  the  exigencies  enumerated 
It  i*permuted  C;pngrpss  to  provide  "for  or-an- 
•  iz  )g,  arming,  a-nd  di-^ciplining  the  militia  ;°and 
lt>   governing  sach  part  of  them  as  may  be  era- 
pi  yed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  " 
:^  ow.  waiving  all  arguments  against  this  plan 
wh  'h   may  be  derived   from   the  genius  of  our 
Go  ernment,anj  the  freedom  of  our  institutions 
1  ai\.  whether  under  the  naked  power  to  "raise 
arrtres"  you  car;  adopt  a  plan  which  goes  to  alter 
the  >Thole  milit.jry  system  of  the  United  States 
and   to  destroy  t|ie  militia  of  the  States,  thereby 
depn^ving   thera. of  their  "necessary  security?" 
ThiJ  Secretary  ^icems  to  be  aware  ol   this  objec- 
tion: and  has  laliored   to  obviate  it.     He  admits 
(letit  be  remenlbered)  that  it  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Con!»titution  to  draw  men  from   the 
mrl.  la  service  ipto   ti'ie  regular  army:    hut    he 
say.   by  his  plan'- the  men  are  not  drawn  from 
he ,  ^'^U'a,  bat  f»om  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try.,     With  all  }lue  deference  and  humility  this 
IS  a ,  ,itiful  sophij^.     The  militia  of  many  of  the 
Star  s  are  now  <,ut  on   duty.  and.  if  his  plan   is 
adpj  ed,  you   wifl  literally  draw   men  from  the 
"mi.  tia  service.'"   But  it  is  not  material  whether 
the.  ulitiaareon  dutyor  not;  you  have  no  ri'rht 
to  fc^-e  a  man  from  the  militia  into  the  re<ru°lar 
arm^     If  he  ol^rs  voluntarily,   you  may'take 
h»m.L)ut  you  cannot  compel  him  by  force.     You 
say  |oK  do  not  lake  hira  from  the  militia  but 
Irona   the   popuiaiion   of   the  country.    Now   I, 


1 


should  like  to  know,  whether  the  milit.ry  popn- 
lation  of  the  country  is  not  the  militia  of  the 
States?     If  it  is.  then  you  have  no  right  to  force 
one  of  them  into  your  service  ;  and  yet  you  claim 
a  right  to  force  them  all.     The  classes  are  to  re- 
place the  men  who  are  lost  by  casualty,  and  the 
case  may  happen,  that  each  individual  of  a  par- 
ticular class  may  thus  be  compelled   to   render 
personal  service.     I  can  see  no  escape  from  this 
argument.     If  you  have  a  right  to  force  one  man 
from  a  particular  class,  you  have  a  right  to  force 
all  fhe  men  from  that  class  ;  and  if  you  have  a 
right  to  force  all  the  men  of  one  class,  you  have 
a  right  to  force  all  men  of  all  the  classes.     The 
power  to  raise  armies  under  this  Constitution 
can  never  be  construed  to  extend  to  a  plan  whic.^l' 
goes  to  alter  the  whole  military  system  of  the 
United   States,  and    take   from    the  States   that 
•  necessary  security"  so  explicitly  acknowledged 
and  guarantied. 

I  now  proceed  to  examine  some  of  the  other 
positions  which  the  Secretary  takes  in  support 
of  his  conscription.      Congress    have    power   to 
raise  armies,  and  he  says,  "an  unqualified  grant 
ol    power  gives   the  means  necessary  to  carry  it 
into  effect."     This  is  a  position  which  I  do  not 
mean  to  controvert :  but,  I  do  say  that  the  grant 
o\  power  "to  raise  armies"  is  not  an  unqualified 
grant.     It  is  qualified  by  the  spirit  of  our  Consti- 
tution ;  It   should   be  exercised   in  the  spirit  of 
freedom,  and  in  the  manner  usually  and  ordina- 
rily pursued  by  free  States  :  not  by  means  arbi- 
trary, vexatious,  unusual,  and  oppressive.     Be- 
sides, this  "power  to  raise  armies"  is  qualified 
by  that  authority  and  claim  on  the  militia  which 
was  known  and  acknowledged  to  reside  in  the 
States;  you  have  no  right  to  raise  armies  in  a 
way  which  must  necessarily  defeat  all  the  secu- 
ritv  which  the  States  have  under  the  Constitution. 
The  Secretary  says,  "the   militia  service  af- 
fords a  conclusive  proof  and  striking  example'* 
in  support  of  the  right  which  he  claims  for  Con- 
gress, to  raise  armies  by  conscription.     This  I 
must  deny— the  cases  are  not  parallel.   The  mili- 
tia belong  to  the  State  governments,  whose  pow- 
ers are  more  extensive  than  those  of  the  General 
Government.   Your  powers  are  limited,  and  must 
be   construed    strictly.      With   respect  to   State 
governments,  a  different  construction  has  obtain- 
ed—the residuum  of  power  is  with  the  States  or 
the  people;  and.  in  regard  to  State  Legislatures 
•  he  general  rule  is,  that  all  powers  are  granted' 
except  those  which  are  expressly  denied.    Indeed' 
so  obvious  and   undoubted   is   this  opinion,  that 
respectable  authority  is  not  wanting  to  prove  that 
as  to  btate  Legislatures,  a  power  to  legislate,  in  a 
case  not   forbidden,  is  not  to  be  taken   away  by 
inference  or  implication.     The  example  of  the 
militia  under  the  State  laws  is  not  to  be  drawn 
into  precedent,  to  establish  a  right  in  the  United 
states   to   raise  armies   by   conscription.     You 
have  no  such   right;  it  violates  the  first  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution. 

There  is  another  objection  to  the  bill  proposed 
by  your  Military  Committee.  By  the  Constita- 
iion  direct  tuxes  are  to  be  apportioned  among  the 
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several   States  according  to  repre.sentatioo,  and 
this  rule  is  palpably  violated  by  this  bill.     The 
fourth  section  contains  the  principle  which  I  con- 
test.    It  provides  that  the  class  which  fails  to  fur- 
nish a  recruit  shall  forfeit  four  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  collected  on  the  property  of  every  taxable  per- 
son within  the  territorial  division  of  such  class. 
Sir.  this  is  a  direct  tax  not  apportioned  according 
to  representation,  and  therefore  unconstituiionaf. 
The  slaveholding  States  have  an  unreasonable 
and  an   unjust  advantage.      Each  one  of  their 
slaves,  as  to  all  purposes  of  political  consequence, 
is  three-fifths  of  a  man  ;  but,  by  this  bill,  he  dwin- 
dles to  nothing  in  the  apportionment  of  the  bur- 
dens of  the  war.     The  slaveholding  States  fur- 
nish less,  and   the  other  States   more  than  their 
fair  proportion  of  men,  provided  the  classes  fur- 
nish the  men.     Suppose  the  men  are  not  furnish- 
ed, then  the  slaveholding  States  pay  a  direct  tax 
in  no  way  proportioned  to  their  representation. 

Take  as  examples  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
and  Virginia.    The  inequality  is  apparent.    Mas- 
sachusetts has  twenty  Representatives,  and  Vir- 
ginia twenty-three.     The  free  male  population  of 
Massachusetts,  between  the  a?es  of  eighteen  and  , 
forty-five  years  amounts  to  120.270,  and   that  of  i 
Virginia   to    93,750.      Massachusetts    will    have 
4,810  classes  of  twenty-five  each,  and  Virt^inia  ' 
3,7o0  classes.     If  then,  each  class  provides  a  re-  ' 
cruit,  Massachusetts  will  furnish   1,060  recruits  ' 
more  than  Virginia,  whereas  Virginia  ou^rht  to 
furnish  more  men  than  Massachusetts  in  th'V  pro- 
portion of  twenty-three  to  twenty,  the  number  of 
their  Representatives.     But  suppose  each  State 
pays  the  penalty,  then   Massachusetts  will  pay 
J331.400  more,  and  Virginia  the  same  sum  .§331.- 
400  less  than  the  Constitution  requires;  and  Mas-  . 
sachusetts  will  pay  $424,000  mure  ihau  Virginia 
whereas  Virginia  ought,  by  the  Constitution,  to 
pay  S238,890  more  than  Massachusetts.     The  ap- 
portionment is  unconstitutional. 

Your  conscription   system,  in  any  view  of  it 
ought  not  to  be  adopted.     The  Secretary  ol  War 
admits  that  the  abu^e  of  power  in  raisirnr  armies 
IS  to  be  dreaded  ;  and  he  savs,  too.  that  ''  our  Con- 
stitution has  provided  ample  security  against  that 
evil.       It  has,  sir ;  and  if  so,  it  forbids  conscrip- 
tion.    Jf  the  General  Government  has  that  "ab- 
solute power"  which  is  contended  for,  I   can  see 
no  security  against  the  exercise  of  it.     If  to-day 
you  can  raise  men  by  conscription,  tomorrow 
some  military  despot  may   embody   anticipated 
conscripts   as    the    ministers   of  his    vengeance. 
Ihe  guard  which  our  Constitution   has  placed 
against  the  abuse  of  power  in  raising  armies  is 
this:  you  must  raise  them  by  voluntary  enlist- 
ment.    If  you  have  a  right  to  force  the  people  of 
this  country  into  your  armies,  then  they  have  no 
right  lefi  worth  preserving.     Life  and  all  its  com- 
forts are  robbed  of  half  their  value.  i 
The  effect  of  this  conscription  will  be  to  alter  ' 
the  whole  character  and   genius  of  your  people 
Instead  ol  pursuing  the  arts  of  peace  you   must 
beome  a  military  nation.     This  system  will  break 
up  all  our  habits  and  all  our  pursuits.     It  is  a 

ts  of  this  oeonle.     It 


I  has  been  our  boast  that  we  lired  in  a  land  of  free- 
dom.    How  often  have  we  proudly  claimed  pre- 
eminence in  the  rank  of  nations-a  pre-eminence 
funded  on  the  free  spirit  of  our  institutions  ? 
How  often  have  the  citizens  of  this  Government 
,  Ajndly  contrasted  their  situation  with  that  of  most 
European  countries?     We  have  said  that  while 
the  wretched  subjects  of  other  Governments  were 
compel  ed  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  masters, 
we  could  pursue  in  quiet  and  in  peace  those  arts 
and  those  avocations  which  best  suited  our  taste 
and  convenience      If  this  conscription  system  is 
adopted,  farewel    to  all  our  claims  to  personal 
geedom— farewell  to  all  our  boast  of  civil  liberty 
By  this  system,  the  people  of  these  United  States* 
will   be  instantly  and  forcibly  transformed  into 
soldiers;  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  must  be 
abandoned  for  the  peril  and  vexations  of  a  camp  • 
our  peaceful  occupations  must  be  forsaken  ;  the 
me^bantmustquit  hiscounting-house ;  the  farm- 
er his  plough  ;  the  mechanic   his  workshop;  the 
professional  man   his  pursuits— all,  all  must  be- 
come soldiers  !     Our  sons  and  our  brothers  those 
who  are  to  be  the  "future  men"  of  this  country 
instead  of  laying  the  foundation  for  future  use- 
fulness, must  be  subjected  to  the  moral  and  phys- 
ical evils  of  a  camp.     All  the  habits  of  domestic 
life  must  be  annihilated,  and  all  its  endearments 
outraoed  or  disregarded.     The  husband  must  be 
lorn  from  his  wife  and  his  children,  and  the  child 
forcibly  separated  from  the  society  and  protection 
of  his  parents.     I  beseech  gentlemen  to  pause 
before  they  venture  upon  a  system  like  this. 

The  example  of  Rome  has  been  quoted  to  jus- 
tify a  conscription.  No  argument  can  be  drawn 
from  aucient  Rome  in  favor  of  this  project.     We 


daring  violation  of  the  rights  of  this  people. 


I  live  in  another  age,  and  in  another  country.     Our 
I  people  are  different ;  the  objects  of  our  Govern- 
ment are  entirely  different.     Our  Government 
,  was  formed   by  patriots,  in  peaceable  times,  and 
j  for  peaceable  objects.     Rome  was  founded  by  a 
'  military  chieftain,  at  the  head  of  a  daring  and 
profligate  band  of  freebooters— it  was  founded  on 
fraud  and  on  violence,  on  rapine  and  on  rape. 
Romulus  was  not  only  an  adventurous  military 
leader;   he   was,  also,  a  consummate  legislator. 
He  shaped  his  Government  to  suit  the  people  he 
governed,  and  with  a  view  to  the  situation  of  the 
surrounding  nations.     His  object   was   to  make 
a  military   Government.     The  Roman  Govern- 
ment, in  some  of  its  features,  was  a  Republic, 
but  in  regard   to  its  military  institutions  it  was 
despotic  in  the  extreme.     Let  us  be  warned  by 
her  example.     She  could  raise  great  armies,  but 
those  armies  destroyed  her  liberty.     She  did,  in- 
deed, extend  her  conquests,  but  it  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  Rome  fell  by  her  own  weight. 

Rome  herself,  arbitrary  and  despotic  as  was 
her  military  system,  affords  an  example  not  more 
detestable  than  the  one  now  recommended; — 
there  were  many  exempts  under  her  laws.  Those 
who  held  ofl5ces,  whether  civil  or  sacred;  those 
who  had  rendered  important  services  to  their 
country,  including  men  of  extraordinary  merit, 
with  many  ethers,  were  exempted  from  military 
service.     But  our   system   is  to  include  every- 
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£l^"  ^  ^"'*^^''  '"  ^°'"^>  "'il'tary  duty  was  con-  \  we  adopt  this  sy^  so  s7r7Ts  the  effect  fnllo»^ 

!  oon  to  per((,rm  it  except   those   who  possessed     consequence>  which  th.re  Howpri  fr-?^   t*^    u 
tie    necessary   personal  qualifications.     So  well     the  eTdence  of  an  e  ^li.-  I 

tie  Tribunes  to  select;  and    this  selection    was        ..  ,„.      ,  ,  "^.ays. 

(|ternained  by  the  personal  qualities  and  appear-  '  ,  t  "  °*"  "°  ""ption  or  modification. 

>Vice  of  the  soldier.     But   your  systenj    like   no  "^*''"'7* '''"  *ho"«  "^o  are  recognised  by  the  proper 

«lher  military  system,   except  the   Fretlch   Con-  'll  "nSl.v""  tk°' '^'"'^ '"  nT^*'"^^^^ 

i,]npU(m.  disregards  the  personal  disability  of  .he  ^'t  °1T  P^'.i        I  V"  '^'•"'P*^"'^*^  •"  P'X  "  'i"*".  pro- 

4cruit,and  includes  the  lame,  the  halt     he  dis  ^ZT    ^         ''u"  ""'^""t  of  the  taxes,  levied 

4«'ed.  and    bhnd  ;  all    are  swa  lowed   un  in    the  f 'j^"  "P«"   '^^'^  °^ 'he.r  P.renU.     >o  recruiting  .y- 

riarkable,  that  an  American  Congress  was  called    '"i"-' "  •»  nc^cr  oeiore  enter- 

^    dtbate  a  project  of  couscription   at  the  very 

ijitant  that  the  crowned   heads  of  Europe  had.  i 

1*  unanimous  consent,  abandoned  it  as  the  njost 

iitestable  remjiant  of  despotism  and  usurpation. 

i^jr,  the  iron  system  of  Bonaparte  was  not  so  in-  ' 

tjerable  as  yours.     He  included  only  those  be- 

tleen  twenty  -jnd  fventy-five  years;  you  propose 

Intake  all  from   eighteen  to  forty-five.     Bv  his 


tained." 

"No  condition  of  life;  no  circumstances  of  position 
however  peculiar,  give  title  to  exemption.  I  have  seen 
a  conscript,  the  Hon  of  a  blind  mother,  whom  he  sup- 
ported by  h.8  labor,  forced  to  march.  I  have  known  a 
hard-working  mechanic,  robbed  of  three  »on%.  in  three 
consecutive  years,  whom  he  had  laboriously  instructed 
in  his  trade,  and  upon  whose  assistance  he  relied  for 
the  support  of  jiis  old  age." 

■\  The  day  lixed  for  the  drawing  of  loU  for  the  con- 

inlirin     \a    nr\A  n.C  ....i.i:^    .        _ 


,  t,...---     .«     •w'li^-uirt-.        DY     Ills  ..    Tk  ■     1  f         ir  .         . 

a  the  young  men  were  called  upon  ;  those  of  .         ^^  ^  '^^  Jawing  of  loU  for  the  con- 

tfeiity  years  first,  and  others  were  not  demanded  ""'P"""'  '^  °"<^  °}  P"^''c  mourning  and  of  anguish 
U-less  there  wns  a  deficiency  ;  your  merciful  con-  !  r  L**"^  ^""""^  '^*""'>'-  P"^*^"^  »«th  mothers  and 
s^ipt.on  will  make  .11  from  eighteen  to  forty  five  i  tl'^'ln  fT7''">'  "?«'^  children  to  this  hornd  lot- 
C'^ually   liable.     Besides,  the  despotic   power  of    lc7;n?^.h^^^'^^^^ 

i^aaparte  enaWed  h.m  to  make  5^^^^  I  Tlu^  "J"'' ''°''"' T"''""*  "^ ^^'^^ ""^  d««P««ir. 
it,  .a.U  of  peculiar  hardship  and  heirdi"c;ir  I  in'^^^^^^  "/"i'    ''''  ''^^"'^  ^°'"- 

n,  .e  ^  But  pas,  your  law,  a^nd  where  is  the^  owe'r  I  ^S:'^.:':;'-:^::':^^^  '"ill"  "^^T 


n*e  But-pas,  your  law,  ^j^j^e.  .rth;  p^z;  I  ^^:e2.r7;:r:^':f  :^:  '-:i,ir  ^-^r 

can  dispense  with  its  provisions  ?                     shock  or  overpower  Ikl  frelingrof  a   '  ec      or  "'^""^ 
ace  has  been  a  railiiarv  nai  nn  •  «ho  ;,Jo,  ^r       **Th»  Pr.fl..   .k i  «    J^        a  speciator. 


W  i^ch  can  oispense  with  its  p. .,....„...,  , 

t->aDce  has  been  a  military  nation:  the  idea  of 


^  r  and  its  .langers  had  become  familiar  to  the 
yc|ing  men  of  that  country,  and  they  prepared  for 

II 4  .  *  •°'''  P^°P^^  ^'■^  '^'^^n  unprepared,  and 
ll|  total  ruin  of  families  must  be  the  consequence 
Ir#  trance,  the  liability  extended  only  to  those 
frlm  twenty  to  twenty  five  years  of  acre;  here 
aU  are  included,  from  eighteen  to  forty°five  and 
al^bjsiness  arrangements  must  be  interrupted  or 
si^p<oded  for  that  pj-riod.  In  France,  a  call  for 
at  icipated  conscripts  was  not  unusual  It  is 
lo;  g  since  they  were  anticipated  for  four  years- 
th  same  thing  piay  happen  here.  If  the  recruit 
fu,  oished  by  ihf  class  is  killed,  dies,  deserts,  or 
hi.  place  becomes  vacant  by  any  casualty,  it  must 


The  Prefect,  the  8ul,-Prefect,  and  the  Mayors,  pre- 
side  on    the   occasion,  and    frequently  see    their   own 
children  among  the  number  of  the  conscripts.     I  have 
remarked  a  Mayor,  when  his  child  approached  to  seek 
h.8  destiny  .n    the    f.ul   urn  ;  the  fauitering   voice  of 
the  father,  and  the  tears  that  rushed  to  his  eye,  showed 
how  nature  worked,  in  spile  of  the  sense  of  imperious 
necessity  which  arcompanie:.  this  transaction.     I  have 
noted  the  swellings  of  his  heart,  and  the  invincible 
oppression  of  his  spiriu  when  he  undertook,  as  is  en- 
joined upon  him  by  law,  to  pronounce  a  discourse  of 
encouragement  and   exhortation    to   the  new  soldier. 
V%  hen  he  expatiated  on  the  beneficence  of  the  Empe- 
ror and  gave  the  signal  of  '  Vivt  Bonaparte  ''  at  the 
end  of  his  speech."  ^ 

''After  the  conscript  sets  out  there  is  but  little  hope 
ni9  return.      Th»  form  «r •   .  •    i-     •      .  V^ 


b,  made  good.  I  have  aut'hor  y  foT  a^.^X  of  hfsTe  Jn'  ThTr  ''" T'  ''"'"• "  '"'  ''"'^  '^'^P- 
in|F,-ance  the  r^inetv-sixth  man^ias  beln  dr  vn  ■  t  ua  "n  oflS^tiirs  ^3/;  ""''•''  °"'k^  '^ 
^Jn  a  class  of  qne  hundred  ;  the  same  may  hap-  I  fore,  takes  mto  coSe  I  ion^he  ch.r^^^^^^^^^  ')""' 

pi   here.     I  entreat   yuu  to  try  this  ground  well     ernment.  the  ev.ls,  both  rioral  and  oh^^^^^^^^^  ^"V 

^|..re  you  atte^ipt  to  tread  it.  The%ame  evils,  his  child  .s  expo8;d  in  Te  arrm«i  1^ th;  hJ.  '.f 
thlsame  desolation,  and  the  same  an-uish  which  \  '*^"  ""ade   in  them    he  must  rp^.'r^  ^    ^ 

mit  ^n"r"n  h   ''''''?  "^   «"°'^"   col.r      !jhe   conscription  Ta  !;:ur^^j^rthVl^^^^^ 
J     f°'^,7'"   "l^"*^^  "   he^^-     It   will  be  more  I  ^''^  ^^  P^^ies  than  that  of  death.'^ 

Fln^l^wi'^a  a..;^;;  si:  :^:LoL!i:^.  \  ^^^^  V'--f^  ^-''--^  -^^  -« p- 

po^c  power.     We  are  a  peaceful  people  cradled    wh  ch    1.  *'"'^*'^'   "'^'"/"t   to  adopt  a  system 
•  n I  land  of  l.beHy.     -  The  apprehenMon  of    he  i  Com  ared^wT  "'*""■  '^  '^'l'  '='>"'^'^"   f^^^^"' 
-•l  gives  but  askeener  relish  to  the  worse  "         I  I  hea'l'n         ''""I"!''"""-  '^'"^"'  ''^'''^'^  "'"^y- 
'^ber.  in  his  ^'.Sketches  of  the  internal  state  of\     hlLTl       '7r'"  ^'l"'^  "'^'  ^  ^'^^  ^''«'  ^  ^^Y- 
'tc.,''has  marked  the  operation  of  this  Ivf  1  nrp  l/       '^"'^ '^'"' '^^'''^^  Under 

of  conscnptipn  ia  that  devoted  countrv      'u\  Wh:",  ''*^"!"''''"*^^^o"g''' ^ '"  repine  their  loss? 

couQiry.     u  |  VV  hen  I  see  the  attempt  to  fasten  this  conscription 
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upon  U5,  oaght  I  to  regret  that  they  have  gone  to  I  tical  effects  of  this  system  withnnt  r»n..,«k 
Heaven?     Mv  daushlers.  had  thev   lived    mi<rh,     .h«t  ,rmi..  ,  J"  f/.L  !?  :T''''°"'  'f  "V^'°^>"'°8 


Heaven  ?  My  daughters,  had  they  lived,  might 
have  been  the  mothers  of  conscripts;  my  sons 
might  have  been  conscripts  themselve.s.  I  have 
yet,  (I  am  grateful  for  it.)  I  have  yet.  two  lovely 
boys— lovely  indeed,  though  they  are.  and  inex- 
pressibly dear  to  me,  rather  than  see  them  the 
subjects  of  this  conscription,  I  would,  with  resig- 
nation, follow  them  also  to  the  tomb  of  their  fath- 
ers. Gentlemen  may  say  that  my  whole  head  is 
weak  ;  I  confess  to  them,  that  on  this  subject  ray 
whole  heart  is  faint. 

There  is  another  consideration  well  worthy  of 
notice.     Already  the  war  is  carried  on  with  much 
disadvantage  on  our  part.     The  character  of  the 
enemy's  troops— and  the  kind  of  force  which  we 
oppose  to  them— shows  the  contest  to  be  much  in 
his    favor.     The    enemy    brings    against    us  the 
sweepings  of  Europe  ;  good  soldiers,  no  doubt,  but 
good  for  nothing  eJse.     We  oppose  to   them  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  country  ;  our  honest,  re- 
spectable and  industrious  citizens,  many  of  them 
with   large  families,  are   put  into  this  contest  of 
blood,   against    men   without  character,  without 
occupation,  and  without  homes.     Your  conscrip- 
tion system  will  add  much  to  thisdisparity.  There 
are  certain  evils  of  war  which  you  can  remedy. 
Your   commerce   may   revive;   your  agriculture 
and  your  manufactures  may  be  restored  ;  the  pub- 
lic edifices  now  in  view  may  be  refitted.     You 
may   rebuild  a  city    that    is  sacked.     Time  and 
DQoney  may  replace  all  these.     But  there  are  evils 
which  you  have  no  power  to  remedy.     You  can- 
not fill  up  the  space  which  will  be  made  at  many 
ahappy  fireside— you  cannot  restore  the  husband 
to  his  wife  and  his  family— you  cannot  bring  back 
the  son  to  the  arms  of  his  parents— you  cannot 
rouse  the  sleeping  warrior   from  his  tomb— yuu 
have  no  cure  for  a  wounded  spirit— you  cannot 
mend  a  broken  heart  !     These  are  awful  facts  ;  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  consider  them. 

This  conscription  is  not  only  utterly  incorrect 
and  inadmissible  in  principle,  but  it  will  prove 
arbitrary,  hard,  and  oppressive  in  practice.  It  will 
itnpose  an  intolerable  burden  on  the  poorer  classes 
of  society.  Each  class  is  to  furnish  a  man  ;  and 
the  man  may  be  designated  by  lot  :  in  this  way 
the  poorest  citizeu  runs  an  equal  hazard  with  the 
most  wealthy  man  in  the  community.  If  the  rich 
man  is  drawn,  he  has  the  means  and  may  per- 
haps hire  a  substitute,  while  the  poor  man  must 
perform  the  service  himself— he  must  quit  his 
business  and  family,  and  leave  them  dependent 
lor  a  precarious  subsistence  on  the  bounty  of  their 
neighbors  and  friends. 

This  system  is  the  more  intolerable,  from  the 
consideration  that  the  recruit  is  to  be  placed  under 
an  officer  of  the  United  States.  If  he  is  called 
out  as  a  railitian.an,  he  goes  for  a  definite  object 
with  his  own  officers,  and  in  the  society  of  his 
friends  and  neighbors.  Not  so  under  this  con- 
scription ;  no  one  can  calculate  on  what  service 
he  IS  to  be  employed  ;  under  what  command  he 
IS  to  serve;  or  with  whom  he  is  to  as^ociate.  I 
have  no  disposition  to  lessen  the  respectability  of 


the  rerulaXmv     butlTnnn^  respectability  of   fromth.s  view,and  looking  f^;  relief  to  sor;e  other 
the  regular  Army  ,  but  I  cannot  look  to  the  prac- 1  parts  of  rhe  canvass,  you  will  observe  "  Free  trade 


that  armies  are  not  usually  composed  of  the  mos* 
estimable  portion  of  the  population  of  a  country. 
Much  less^can  I  forget  that  the  Governor  of  New 
York,  (who  has  lent  himself  to  the  Administra- 
tion as  the  pioneer  of  con>cription)  did  pardon  a 
horse  thie  .  on  condition  that  he  should  enlist,  and 
serve  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales:  a  con- 
dition  not   left  to  doubt  or  uncertainty;  I  hare 
s^en  It  patent  on  the  pardon.     That    Governor 
1  orapkins  is  the  friend  of  the  war,  I  well  believe  ■ 
for,  just  before  his  last  election,  he  descended  from' 
his   elevated  station,  as  Governor  of  New  York 
and  acted  as  a  sort  of  deputy  paymaster,  for  your 
great   men    in  this    Administration.     He  is  said 
also  to  be  a  friend  to  the  Army.     But  it  was  an 
insult  to  the  ranks  of  your  Army  to  say  this  horse 
thief  was  a  fit  a.ssociate  for  your  soldii-rs.     What 
greater  discouragement  could  be  given  to  the  re 
cruitmg  service  than  this  act  of  the  Governor 
which   so  expressly    declares,  that    he  consider* 
the  punishment  of  enlistment  a  sufficient  commu- 
tation (or  the  punishment  due  to  the  crimes  of  a 
convicted  felon  ? 

I  must  and  will  oppose  this  project,  .so  humilia- 
ting, so  oppressive,  and  so  unjust.     I  tell  you  sir 
that  my  constituents  are  too  respectable,  and  too 
valuable,  for  a  service  of  this  sort;  and  with  mv 
consent  they  never  shall  be  compelled  lo  associate 
on  equal  terms  with  Governor  Tomkin.s' pardoned 
horse  thief.     If  they  choose  to  enlist,  it  is  an  affair 
of  their  own  ;  but  you  shall  not  have  my  vote  to 
coerce  them.    No,  sir,  this  system  should  be  adopt- 
ed by  none  but  tyrants,  it  should  be  submitted  to 
by  none  but  slaves.     If  you  succeed,  in  common 
with   others,  my  constituents  will  be  forced  into 
your  Army.     In  spite  of  their  reluctance  to  mili- 
tary life— in  spite  of  their  objections  to  this  war 
of  conquest  and  ambition— in  spite  of  their  fami- 
lies, and  all  the  tender  ties  which  bind  them  to 
their  firesides,  they  must  be  "delivered   over"  to 
the  recruiting  officer,  and  dragged  to  .i   military 
retidezvous.     Theymustgo.     If  they  refuse,  they 
will  be  compelled  by  the  same  cruel  and  oppres- 
sive means  which  the  French  couscription  author- 
ized towards  refractory  conscripts. 

Sir,  I  am  alarmed  and  dismayed  by  the  extent 
of  the  evils  involved  in  this  system.     Rely  upon 
It,  conscription  will  never  be  submitted  to  in  this 
country  ;,t  will  be  resisted.     If  your  system  ia 
adopted,  I  may  be  called  to  take  a  near  view  of  a 
picture,  in  the  front  ground  of  which  will  be  seen 
Governor  Tompkins  (an  exempt  under  the  plan) 
•prancing  over   the  field,  his  horse's  hoofs  wet" 
with  that  blood  which  must  flow  in  opposition  to 
these  law.s.     On  the  one  hand  may  be  .-een  some 
of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  New  York 
starting  back  with  grief  and  indignation,  at  the 
rude  approach  of  a  hardened  outcast,  who  has 
scarcely   grace  enough  left  to   endeavor  to  con- 
ceal his  crimes,  by  covering  them  with  his  pardon. 
On  the  other  side  may  be  seen,  a  group  of  Amer- 
ican  freemen,  handcuffed   and  in   chains,  reluc- 
tantly marching  on  the  road  to  Canada.     Turning 
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a  thm  ve,l-on  eiamination,  it  proves  to  be  the  i  To  Take  anv  hm  Lil  ^'^'\^^''^'  V^  not  permitted 
h.deous  and  menacing  aspect  of  Despoti.ri),  hold-  I  he  Dooulanon  n'^  h  '*  ^°"'  plan  embraces  all 
ing  the  sworJi  o(  conscription  in  her  hand   whilp    ia!iT  ''*'  country.     The   British,  in 

the  God  Jess  c.fLihPrtv  iL  .".,.  „!!7v.„"!;'.'*''''^    "'^%o^  ernergency,  press  sailors,  who  have  all 

their  lives  hppn  !j^oiict,,rT,»,j  .„  .l_  i.       .  ?" 


the  GodJess^.f  Liberty  j.es  cold  and  breathless^t 
•her  Xeeu 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Trolp)  has  :old  us,  that  this  system  is  required 


.k  •  I-  -"-•s>-''-j)  i"«^^o  .-diiurs  wno  have  all 
their  lives  been  accustomed  to  .he  sea-fitted  for 
the  service,  and  fitted  for  noihing  else.  But  th^s 
•s  a  grievance  and  the  hardship  is.  that  they  force 
their   sailors  from    merchant    vessels   into  their 


^  ..^^.  J  ..„o  w.u  US   uidi  mis  system  is  renu  red     thpir    «!.;ir.ro  >  l '      '      "   ""^7  lorce 

by  the  situation  of  the  country;  he  has  erp^rSnubli.^  merchant    vessels   into'  their 

^i^  opinion,  also,  that  the  people  will  cheerfullv     wh  M.  i    '^ V  *°!^  "'''2^".'.  '^""^  '°  ^"''^  »  «"^ice 

[icqu.esce.     I  think  he  is  mis.a'kenT    he  nert^e  oV  ous  a^^^^^  prohtable.  for  one  more  hazard- 

kh,,  rnnnfr.,  .,»  .„. .  .    "'  '"P  P^opie  ot  j  ous  and  less  lucrative.     But  that  your  conscrirv 

;  lion  plan  is  infinitely  more  oppressive  than  this 
must  be  evident  to  everybody.  Now,  sir.  let  it 
I  be  remembered,  that  the  British  practice  of  im- 
pressment,  limited  as  it  is  to  sailors,  is  not  sanc- 
i.oned  by  any  statute-it  is  resorted  to  only  in 
cases  of  emergency  and  is  justified  on  the  ground 
ol  btate  necessity  alone. 

Perhaps  some  honorable  gentleman  here,  who 
doubts  the  strict  constitutionalitv  of  iheconscrip- 
t.on   may  seek  its  justification  in  the  necessitiS 
of  the  tinies.     To  s«ch  I  would  .ay.  in  the  Ian- 
gage  of  Jaffier  to  Pierre,  "  I  tell  thee,  friend,  if  this 
your  cause  require,  your  cause  is  in  a  dkmned 
condition."     On  occasions  much   less  important 
han  this,  I  have  heard   on   this  floor,  that,  'in 
ime  of  war  the  laws  sleep."     I  am  not   nJw  to 
learn,  that  cases  may  be  imagined  in  which  thp 

Iom  hasty  and  unadvi-;ed";ontr;c;rthit  the're-  I  l^:^^:.f  ^"^  ^'^^^  -ust  Jupersede "tt  ord^! 
uit  under  her  practice,  in  all  cases  has  fn,!r  '  ^  I  "^  °^  '^"''  ^""^  '"  ^^'ch  private  rights 
^ys  to  rev.se  hfs  enlistment  and  withfn  ha  SuTth'  ^'^^^  ?  '^^  '^'"^'y  "'  '^e  natC 
«ethe  recruit  must  be  discharged,  on  "fund  S^en  mfn.'n  '*^  k"'^'"'  ^^''  '"^'^  «^"«»,"  has 
?  the  bounty  money.  "     '  '""'^      ^*^^"  ^"o'^''  '"  debate,  as  applicable  to  the  ordi- 

The  only  instance  in   which   the    practice  of    n.Y^  **°'^       r"^^   public,  or   iis  agents,  in   the 


icquiesce.     I  think  he  is  mistaken  ;  the  people  o'f 

h.s  country  are  not  prepared  for  con.cnption- 

^ou  have  no  right  lo  impose  ii-you  have  no  right 

_  <^.asten  chains  upon  the  hands  of  freemen.  They 

i   f  if^""  '°  ^^  the  flaxen    bands  upon  the  arms 

;   f  Sampson-he  will  rouse  himself  ,n  his  might 

,   nd  burst  them.     You  say  you  will  pass  your  law 

Tnnlrl """  ^'!,''"  '4,^'^  ^  ^ordian  knot,  which 

"icit  ft  "  ^^'  '^'''^'  "^  *''^^"^«"  »^>^" 

ie'^fpml'*  h"'*"'  ''  ^^'>''"  '^'  h^b'"'  of  certain 
lentlemen  here,  tu  omit  no  occasion  to  charcre 
|ie  British  Guvernment  with  be.n-  arbitrary  and 
J.rannical.  But  she  affords  no  example  to  justify 
|our  present  project  of  conscription."^   As  to  her 

lav  rPsl'hl^*' °°  '^  °^  P^«^''^^  ^hich  in  any 
1  ay  resembles  it.     Instead  of  recruiting   her  ar 

ent     and  socarelul  is  she  to  prevent  mischiefs 

lu.t   under   her  practice,  in    all  cases,  has  four' 
.ys  to  revise  h.s   enlistment,  and   w  thin   tha 


the  practice  o'f  pressing 
service.     From  my  ear- 


iple  of  conscription,  is 

lUors  into   their  nava.  .c.  v,ce.     r  rom  ray  e.r- 
bt  infancy,  1  well  remember  to  have  he^rd  l h  . 

aciice  reprobated  as  an  intolerable  grLvance^ 
fd,so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended  ft  has 

en  very  generally  considered   by  this  nal ion  a 

^'trary,  tyr»nnical.  and    unjust^     Indeed     th' 

,;;mm.strat.on,n  rheir  late  instructions  to  ou 

,lnt    n  Zr  n  ^'".^^"=«"  practice,  but  is  repucr. 
tint  to  our  Constuuiion  and  our  laws"     Ami 

T.      t'^^'^^O'  °i  the  Senate,  on   the  sixteenth 
r.vember.  proposes  a  naval   conscription  ;  and 


/S  '  °^ ■'■>'•«. Ill uiy   lu   protest.     In  a 

Government  of  laws,  it  is  not  to  be  endured   that 
every  petty  officer,  at  a  recruiting  rendezvous,  o 
on  his  march   through   the  country,  shall  decide 
I  on  the  State  necessity,  and  violate  private  TglZ 
I  at  h.s  will  and  pleasure.     This   is  tyranny  and 
oppression   ol    the    worst  sort.      The    people  of 
this  country   have   no  rights   worth   p  eservinir 
provided   they  can  be  sported  with  at   the  whf,^' 
and  caprice  of  every  epauleited   upstart.     Sir  it 
IS  not  the  law  of  the  land.  ' 

Nor  can  this  Stale  necessity  he  called  in  aid  of 
this  conscription.  What!  the  leading  rSeasu^e 
for  the  permanent  prosecution  of  the  war,  founded 
on    usurpation!     bo   our   laws  sleep?'  I   have 


ys  that  he  d.Vs  not  con      e  U  :"  ^eolktrb.      r    "^^^ '""  '     ^°   our  law    7eep7'       have 

M;[«h   the  free  spirit  of  our  in  t   ^l  ons^r^  w'  f    u'"  1.^"^^'  '"  ^'^''''  '^at  our  laws  neve    sleen 

t*  rights  of  individuals."      '"^"'""«'^^:  ^^  >^'«h  ,  Has  the  operation  of  our  laws  been  suspenS- 

p  IS  not  my  toteniion  to  prove  that  .Kp  nroc  ..  I    r .  ^  '^^"  "^'^  ^^^  '""ck  this  people  with  a  show 

jtninistration'are  the    peSr  cha^„.o^^^^^^^  Letusgohome^  ^caite.he^^eT 

f-ee  trade  and  sailors'rights'     Nor  shi^^Tr^^^v  ''^"''^  ^^^k    to  the   winds  of  he^fn 

.how  the  ard6rand  viofence  of  tha    o    'whicT    and^Ih'^''"^'''"'""/^  '^''  evidence'    your    ights' 

Impts  them  t^sei.e  upon    the  personlor  s 'a      fhe  fire' Tt  i"  maf  T'  ^'Sr^'^^^oJ-P-^  f  ^ 


^"  t^blecl'l^'V'r'^'-  j'y  object  in  ^mic;?;;^ 

subject,  1^  merely  to  show  the  universalitv 

.your  conscription  project;   and  mcidenuK 

-  resemblance  to  the  practice  of  other 


^*      '    '-Ou: 
tcJpark  its  n 
niWions. 
.  jThe  Britisl 


it7v.P«        '"^  practice  of  impressment,  so  far  as 
•t/ioes,  corresponds  m  principle  with  j^our  con- 


are  we.  indeed,  reduced  to 


Of  our^sTiami'^'  condition  ?    Wherein  ilTeVuTh;; 
01  our  shame  ?    Let  him  be  pointed  out,  and  you 

'  n7hl.-P''^'P''   '"^   '»°°'*^"  ^^'    '-of 'doubtful 
^  public  spirit,  at    which   morality  is   perplexed 
_  reason   is  staggered,  and  from  which  affreighted 
nature  recoils."     Name  the  usurper,  who  claims 
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to  place  himself  above  the  law.  and  trample  on 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  a  free  people.  Perhaps 
some  modern  Brutu«  may  be  found,  rising  •  re- 
fulgent from  the  stroke  of  Caesar's  fate,  amidst  a 
crowd  of  patriots." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  object  of  this  conscription 
is,  to  fill   the   ranks  of  your  army.     By   it,  you 
propose  to  abandon  all  your  former  systems.    By 
your  first   plan,  you   appealed,  in  a  good   degree 
to  the  patriotism  of  the  nation.     That  did  not  suc- 
ceed.    Your  second   proposition  made  the  same 
call   on  the  patriotism,  and   addressed  itself  also 
to  the  cupidity  of  the  people.     You  failed  in  that, 
and  you  now  propose  a  direct  resort  to  force.     It 
is  a  rule  of  political  wisdom,  that  leading  mea- 
sures of  Government,  when  once  adopted,  should 
not  be  departed  from  on  slight  causes.  The  respect- 
ability of  a  nation,  in  a  great  degree,  depends  on 
the  stability  of  its  institutions,  and  that  Adminis- 
tration which  expects  to  be  useful  to   the  people 
it  governs,  or  held    in  respect  by  other  nations, 
must  adopt  wise  measures,  and  pursue  them  with 
steadiness  and  perseverance. 

If  these  remarks  are  true,  even  if  you  had  a 
Constitutional  right  to  raise  an  army  by  the 
means  proposed,  prudence  would  seem  to  dictate 
that  you  should  not  exercise  that  right,  except  in 
t  case  of  urgent  necessity.  On  your  own  prin- 
ciples, does  this  urgent  necessity  exist?  The  war. 
you  have  uniformly  said,  was  popular.  The 
people  have  always  been  admitted  to  be  patriotic, 
and  the  war  has  been  said  to  be  successful.  Why'. 
then,  force  your  patriotic  people  into  this  pop^ 
ular  war.  which  has  been  crowned  with  such  suc- 
cess ? 

Whence  arises  the  necessity  for  this  conscrip- 
tion ?     It  is  said  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe  has 
placed  vast  means  in  the  power  of  the  enemy; 
that  he  has  avowed  the  intention  to  prosecute  this 
war  with  the  utmost  rigor  and  barbarity  ;  that  we 
must  defend  ourselves;  and  hence  it  is  said  arises 
a  necessity  for  the  measure  now  under  consider- 
ation.    If  this  is  a  fair  statement  of  the  case,  the 
bill  IS  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  country.     If 
the  defence  of  the  country  was  the  real  object  of 
our  rulers,  I  should  not  consider  myself  at  liberty 
10  withhold  my  assent  toany  Constitutional  mode 
which  might  be  proposed  tora.se  supplies  of  men 
or  money.     While  I  should  hold  the  Administra- 
tion responsible  for  the  present  alarming  state  of 
the  country;  while  I  should  consider  that  those 
who  declared  the  war  had  failed  in  their  essential 
doty    "to  provide   for   the  common   defence."  I 
should  deem  it  the  part  of  patriotism  to  unite  in 
repelling  the  invaders  of  the  country.     If  defence 
was  the  object,  you  should  have  my  vote  for  a 
full  system  of  finance,  and  for  the  most  rigorous 
and  effective  military  system  which  could  be  de- 
vised, consistent   with   the   Constitution    of   the 
country.     But  the  present  system  is  one  which,  if 
adopted,  must  end  in  the  destruction  of  this  Gov- 
ernment.    Your  affairs  have  been  for  some  time 
in  the  inclined   plane  of  ruin  ;  do  not,  I  beseech 
you,  add   to  the   weight  by  which  they  are  de- 
scending.    If  you  pass  this  law.  you  drive  this 
country  to  destruction  with  accelerated  velocity. 


Conscription  is  not  necessary  for  defensire  meas- 
ures, nor  IS  the  force  to  be  raised  by  it  intended 
for  that  object.  Certainly,  sir,  you  will  not  pay 
so  poor  a  compliment  to  the  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple as  to  say.  that  you  must  resort  to  arbitrary 
and  violent  means  to  compel  them  to  defend  their 
country.  So  long  as  you  continue  to  avow  your 
weak  and  ambitious  views  of  conquest,  so  lone 
the  recruiting  service  will  not  progress. 

You  want  men  and  money,  and'you  cannot  ex- 
pect to  get  men  unless  you  have  money.     It  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  men  will  imbody  for  the 
defence  of  the  nation  for  any  considerable  time 
if  you  keep  them  on  bad  rations  and  no  pay ;  but 
if  you   had  money,  and.  under  existing  circum- 
stances, would  call  on  the  nation  for  services  lim- 
ited to  the  defence  of  the  nation,  you  coald  get 
men  enough  by  voluntary  enlistment.    The  great 
evil  is,  you  have  wasted  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try—you have  no  money— the  bills  of  your  au- 
thorized and  most  confidential  officers  are  every 
day  dishonored.     What  is   worse,   you  have  no 
credit ;  you  cannot  borrow  a  dollar  but  at  usu- 
rious interest;  and  the  rate  of  interest  must  rise 
upon  you,  because  the  risk  of  the  eventual  repay- 
ment  of  the   principal   is  every  day  increasing. 
What  shall   we  do ;  pass  this  law?     If  you  do 
the  Government  is  at  an  end  ;  if  you  do  not  pass 
this  law.  I  think  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear 
the  affairs  of  the  nation  are  irretrievable.     You 
who  in  June,  1812.  declared  the  war.  have  ne^ 
glected  to  provide  the  means  for  carrying  it  on. 
Without  money  you  cannot  meet  your^present 
engagements,   much   less  can  you  raise  another 
;  army.     What,  then,  must  be  done ;  what  can  be 
idone?     My   poor  advice  would  be,  to  meet  the 
!  crisis  as  it  deserves.      The  crisis,  indeed,  is  an 
awful  one;  and  it  becomes  you.  you.  the  major- 
,  ity,  who  now  direct  the  destinies  of  the  nation— 
j  it  becomes  you  to  breast  yourselves  to  the  storm 
I  which  you  see  rising  around  you. 
j      I  know  of  but  one  way  in  which   I  think  this 
country  can  be  saved.     Abandon  the  idle  project 
of  conquering  a  foreign  territory;  put  yourselves 
on  the  defensive;  deal  honestly  with  the  people; 
tell  them  that  your  plans  for  raising  money  have 
failed;  tell  them,  what  is  true,  that  you  are  on 
the  eve  of  bankruptcy,  and  throw  yourselves  on 
their  magnanimity.     Honorable  gentlemen  may 
lose  their  offices,  but  they  may  save  their  coun- 
try.     I  do  not  think  it  possible  for  you  to  get 
money  for  conquest;  you  may,  perhaps,  raise  it 
for  defence.    Having  provided  the  money  for  sup- 
porting your  army,  use  the  means  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  put  into  your  hands;  raise  men  by 
voluntary  enlistment ;  and,  in  cases  of  emergency, 
"call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invasion,"  and  en- 
gage to  pay  them  when  you  are  able.     It  is  not 
to  be  believed  that   the  people  of  this  country, 
under  such  circumstances,  could  be  subjugated  ; 
but  if  you  will  send  your  regular  armies  to  Can- 
ada, and  leave  the  States  defenceless,  and  refuse 
to  pay  the  militia  when  called  out  by  their  proper 
officers.  I  will  not  answer  for  the  result.     The  in- 
evitable consequence  of  this  course  is,  that  the 
States  must  and  will  take  care  of  themselves; 


Sk 


i 


< 


:!' 


I> 


> 


I — 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Militia  Draughtt. 


792 


J Dmember,  1814. 

:*Und  they  will  pwerve  the  resources  of  the  States  '  d^n,  nf  ,hn  ^  i  ,  ^     '■ '- 

ijlor  the  defence  of  the  States.     If  you  will  niirsup    til       ^^^  "",''"'*  "^^^  ^^  '"  »ome  cases  lighc- 
f  the  plau  which  I  have  just  sugie'ted  7h     p^eoX     Zdl''"^''T  "'"'^='""  ^'  P'^'^^d  on  thei 
liin  defensor  the.rf.m.I.e.  theVr  homes.-aVd  a'  ;  ,  fnva  Z"     Th'u'^ioT''"''^  '"  '^'^^^^  «'"  ^""J^^" 
.liasiuufofs,  w.ll    rally  ,o    the  standard  of  the         rther^'.litJ.nh^       T' '''°'' '''''''' '° '^^  ^ 
I  country.     la  such  a  confl.ct  you   raay    rely  on    1  riaht  ,       f.^  "^  '^^'  '"  *^"^''  ^""^  have 

j.ihe.r  patfioiism  and  ihe.r  zeal ;  they   wiMfulfi"    over'th^  m.    nl    '""'"'   J°"  ''*'"  "'^   P'^'^^^ 
T'every  duty  with  cheerfulness  and  alarrhv      D^  Z  Vr  „      '       '    '"P' '" ''^^ '^^'^  ^P^^'^^^^ 
,:^  not  /orce  thprn  into  your  ranksfor  conaues't      \f    ^^l  ^^?'^^y  «"ti^t  ex.,i,  or  the  right  to  cal    out 

'  i  you  re,u.re,the„.  for^defenc  "  the^  w.Urtunu'  '  ^.^'^U:^::i^:X  ^'L:^''''''''  '""'^''^r'^ 
I  where  dangvr  presses  and  where  alorv  ralU  •  an,i  I  ,kJ  i  V  i  1  "^  miliiia  can  expect  from 
[they  w.ll  br,ng  w.th  thern  lat^heTo  c  coira^e  '  v  ewfan  it  'if'  ^'""'^r"  ^"°^*^''»^  '°  J^*^ 
J^h.ch   w.ll  cover  you   w.th  -lory  inThe  Z  of  '  fi--^?         .^!  °'^^'^'^''^^^    • 't  w.ll  not  be  suf- 

^tentinaent  w^jich  raises  the  common  man   m  ih»    t»o.L   "'    "f /"^"^y-        VVe   must   not  be  con- 

Uero,  and  th^t  holy  enthus.a'm  Xrmakes  an  i  nnl     h      kI  ^.•^'^'^/"S  ourselves."     H.s  object  can 

;^rmy  .rres.stible.     I  cannot  pe^suaSl  myself  "hat    adi^'  '^      '^^  ^"^^'"^  '*'^  ^^^  '"'°  Can- 

;^onscriptioni  is  necessary  for  the  defence  nf  fl.o         iv^„.  i 

^'country.       .,  ^  ^^''""  ^'^  "'«      .  ^o^^.  «"-.  lei  us  not  be  told  that  this  conscrip- 

:^    Nor  .s  th«  force  contemplated  to  be  raised  bv  i  uT\  t  '"T 1      ^V  "f.^/^'^'-e  oi  the  nat.on.     I 
i-it  intended  fyr  defence.     I  see  no  provision  Inlnr  S  "''''^  '\^'  '^'  Adm.o.strat.on  would  have 

.$pf  the  b.Us.  '^h.ch  goes  to  hr^it  .t*^^  anpl  cat.or.o  '  ^Z^'l  T"'?''  "P^''f»ce,  and  that  th.s  projec 
'  j:he  defence  of  the  country  j  andff  r^pr^s"  ton  '  T^^  w^"''  ^''°  abandoned  by  common  consint. 
:J should  be  .niide  so  to  lim.t   t,  I  make  no  doubt  it  >  Lr  J?.    ''"?•'  '^f  P^^^'^ces  of  Canada  .,  a 
.  1  would  share  the  fate  of  a  s.m.l       a.tem  tuon  a  \  quest       17,  ^^T'  '"'  "  "  ""'  ^°^'*'  '^'^  <='>"- 
I'tlormer  occa.,on-.t  would  be  .nstantly^ijected     hont  V  P'"'?'  "°^"  *  ^^^  ^"*'«"l 

f  ,fod  that  tod  without  d.scuss.on.  A  ^he  plans  '  attemnM  /°"m''?"°'  .'"''."  "•  ^  '^^^''^  «^  ^^o" 
.iubm.tted  to  us  contain  no  prov.sion  of  hfs  knd  I  llftt"^  »'"  ^'^'^'^  *'^'»'"  ^^"^"^  ^^""^  'he 
^we  must  loot  elsewhere  for  the  obiects  to  Jh.M.'    ff'^"^f  ^'^  T"""    ^'  '"  ^"^'"C'  "'e  conquest  of 

1  l^.s  army  is  to  be  appi.ed.     H.thToThe'deTe        1  u'^nZ'tlie' ai  mcroTtl  "T,^'  '""^  ^""°'^y-  '^' 
«<1  the  country  has  not  been  the  leadin?  ohicrr  nf        q      !l    ^"''P'*^"  ^^V^is  Admin.stration. 
{Adm.n.strat.4  :  the  war  has  ^  n  conducted  as^    nroie";!  ^'0^"^^^'."^  ^*""'^  "^"^'  '^^  *  ^^P^'es, 
Kwar  of  conquest  and  amb.tion.     Yes    'ir    th^       on      .  ""'^^  "''  *^''"'^""°  ^^  '^.s  Adm.n.stra- 
£ffic.ent  part  .f  the  Army  was  i.ltin<;.n  clnad/    llr»;.       '^ 'k''  "V"''^  mcompetent.     On  a  former 
Jwh.ie  the  aflnighted  inhib.tants  in  7hi"  vicm.tv    '  ^  ,h  "  h"^  '"  /  ^''u  sensibly  felt  the  indulgence 
/with   the  President  at  their  head,  were    eS  I  1  *l'!,„"^  I  undertook  to  examine  the%wo 

^li^ge  by  thel.ght  wh.ch  ascended  from  he  InM  '  f  Thoroni^h  ""''"'^  '^°"»^'  ^  ''"""'^  '"'^^^'^  ^-^ 
Jjf  your  Cap.tol!  The  proclamatiorof  Hu  '  ?»r.  .  1^  conviction  that  their  cla.m  to  mili- 
^vowed  the  .ntent.on  of  conqueM  He  t.^h  im^e  t?'  "'V  ""'^"""'^^'l-  ^y  opinion,  at  that 
^ame  to  g.ve   .h^    ...habitants  of  Canada  'the  '  1     '  P"'  "Pon  the  record;  and  1  have  seen 

V;.less,ngs  of  ciy.l  and  rel.g.ous  l.berty  "     The  re    '  ihVl? T  '"  '''''  "'"'  "P'"'""'  '"  "'^  *"»'°^y  o'" 
^oubted  Alexander  Smyth  (a  General  by  cornm  !  Th      ".""P*'?"-        . 

Hon)  proclainned  that  he  was  about  t^eZ  a  '  h^v-K^'''''^^  "P^''""' '" '^e  South,  I  believe, 
l^rr.tory  wh.ch.  at  no  d.stant  period  would  form  '  l.!v  ?  generally  considered  as  successful.  [ 
Y  part  of  the  Unued  States.  In  this  House  ih^  o  v  'I  '  '"®"'"'  ^"''^''^'^g^  of  that  country 
conquest  of  Qanada  has  been  aaain  and  T--"  I  '"/l"'"^^  "P«.°  «"  examination  of  them,  f  can 
^.sunctly  urg^  as  an  object  of  the  war  A  !el  ,°H  '  ^7'*'"'  \"  ''^'^  P'^^^'  '^"^"  '"  ^^P^^ss  my 
Jeman  from  Tennessee/ not  now  Tmembef  of  '  NortrCa^  ^'^  ''?''''  ^""^  C"'°''^'  P'--""^.  o( 
Ahe  House,  (Mr.  Grlndv,)  and    the  eenTman     ^./.n  .^h     T'"^  conducted    the  expedil  on 

,Jom  Penu.yl  ania,  (Mr.  Inoehsoll  )  ha.e  bo"  i  X  to  hi  mm/'°';  7  "  '"r""  "«'  iess'credit- 
•tivored  us  wit .  arguments  on  that  subject  and  I  of  his  hear?  T^''  '"'^'"'J/'^"  '«  'he  excellence 
Relieve  th.s  ha.s  been  a  favor.te  plan  on  X.  fu  ^    •,     ^''e  youthful  soldier  will  look  to 

•x.de  of  the  H»»use.     The  Aimin'  str.nnn  V\    7"  "'^'^""^Pl'^hed  officer  as  a  pattern  weUwor 

...vj.nk,  be  considered  as  ;om:;:rt;:d  b'h:  pToda'  lo'th  ""'""Vr'  'he  philant'Iro^lst  ^fu  pr^t" 
tijations  o  th.ir  Generals  and  ihe^pinfons  of  onll  mT"'  "'  ''."  »'"^^' ""  '^^  Alabama%ot 
'f5e.r  friend..  °P'""^'^='  S^an       ^^'^^  '''"  ""^•'"°"  "'at  wars  against 

>  But  the  letttY  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ends  all  I^fjfr  "•"'*' ^e  conducted  on  the  principle  of 
>ubt  on  this  s^jbject.  He  proposes  to  br.nainVn  "^'«^^™">a  •°°'  '^"^  ^'^^  '»  d'scoura-e  the  atro- 
^  field,  for  the  next  campa^gn'not  lL'th"aVo  :  "e^'d^m  ca*^ ''  "'"i'  "^  ^^^^  --°^'—  -«'- 
Lndred  thoasi.lnd  regular  troops.  Are  the^e  tor  mI  In  ?  ^'"^  "'^'  pr.nc.ple  into  effect. 
U  de  ence  of  the  country  ?  Are  the  L  ces  p  I  NortLrn  t  '""'"'"  ^^=^  ^^^'^  '"^  ''^  observe  the 
be  m.l.tia  and. volunteers  to  be  dispensed  wuh       LTi'^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  attention;  and  I 

jo,  sir;  th.s  l«rce-ihe  one  hundred  thousand  of  J.I  ,'?  '"  '^^^'^S.  "  will  not  stand  the  test 
[gular  troops-...s  to  be  -'aided,  in  extraordma^y  attelon 7o  i?""^^'".-  ^  P^''^  °^"  "'e  want  of 
fcigenc.es.    by  >  volunteers    and    mil.t.a  "      And     ?  m  ^'^  '"PP'"^'  "°  necessary  to  the  com- 

l-m,  he  expressly  says,  that  although  the  bSr-    fu    watte"  an7^''  "7  ""'v  ^  ''^'"  "P«°  "'^  ^*>«™e- 
^  o  ur   iiui  waste  and  prodigality,  so  apparent  to  every 
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one  in  the  vicioiiy  of  our  camps,  and  the  neglect 
to  provide  the  necessary  means  of  transportation, 
in  all  the  marches  and  counter-marches  which 
we  have  witnessed  in  that  quarter.  Time  would 
fail  me  to  notice  the  many  departures  from  mili- 
tary rules,  in  other  minor  arrangements  for  the 
campaign.  I  pass  over  all  these,  and  come  to  ex- 
amine the  operat.ons  on  the  N.agara  River,  and 
at  Lake  Champla.n.  These,  I  believe,  are  con- 
sidered by  the  friends  of  Administration  as  afford- 
ing ample  evidence  of  a  just  claim  to  military 
talent. 

In   looking  at   the  events   of  the   war  on  the 
Northern  frontier,  I  find  cause  to  bestow  almost 
unbounded  praise  on  the  officers  who  conducted 
and  the  brave  men  who  executed  the  enterprises ; 
but  I  can  see  little  reason   to  admit  the  claim  of 
Administration  to  prudence  or  forecast.      Under 
the  auspices  of  General  Brown,  the  military  char- 
acter of  the  people  has  been  retrieved,  and   the 
tone  of  the  Army  raised  to  no  common  pitch.     I 
feel  the  full  weight  of  the  services  of  that   Gen- 
eral and  his  a^soclates,  and  have  not  been  back- 
ward in  expressing  these  feelings.     But  no  prac- 
tical good  has  resulted  from  the  operations  there, 
except  in  ra.sing  the  character  of  the  Army.    The 
officers  and    men   employed   on  this  service  are 
not  to  blame  for  it,  they  did  everything  which 
men  could  do,  w.th  the.r  means  and  und'er  their 
circumstances.     Acquitting  the  officers  and  the 
men,  I  must  hold  the  Admin.stration  responsible 
for  not  furnishing  the  means  nece.-.sary  to  effect 
the  object  contemplated.     The  means  furn. shed 
were  utterly  d.sproportioned  to   the  end.      The 
object  of  General  Brown  was  to  seize  the  post  of 
the  enemy  at  Burlington    Heights,  and  to  press 
from  thence  to  Kingston.     Can  any  one  say.  that 
the  means  furnished  were  competent  to  either  of 
tbe.<:e  objects?     No,  sir.     The  first  battle  on  the 
Niagara,  in  which  our  troops  were  successful,  and 
where  General  Scott  covered  himself  with  glory 
—that   battle  settled    the  fate  of   the  campaign. 
General  Brown,  from  that  .nstant.  knew  that  his 
purpose  of  penetrating  into  Canada  was  frustra- 
ted ;  offensive  operations,  with  a  view  to  the  pos- 
session  of  the  country,  were  abandoned.      Our 
army,  as  was  right,  fell  back,  and  all  the  subse- 
quent batiles  were  fought,  not  in  the  expectation 
of  driving  the  enemy  Irom  the  peninsula,  but,  on 
the  mere  point  of  honor,  whether  our  forces  should 
or  should   not  re-cross  the  Niagara  river.     Th.s 
is  apparent  to  every  man  who  has  attended  to 
that  cami'a.gn.     In  all  the  enterpr.ses  new  lustre 
was  added  to  our  arms;    in   every  instance  we 
cla.med  the  v.ctory,  and  yet  we  did  not  attempt 
to  penetrate  into  the  country.     The  prudence  of 
the  General  foresaw  that  such  an  attempt  would 
have    been    idle  and    ruinous.      He    gained    the 
point  of  honor ;  he  retained  his  post  till  the  end 
of  the  campaign,  and  the  army  has  since  gone 
into  Winter  quarters  on  this  side  ot  the  Niagara. 
This.  I  believe,  is  a  fair  exHmination  of  that  taru- 
paign.     The   Admii.istraiion  deserve   no  credit, 
but  are  justly  censurable  for  the  part  they  have 
acted. 

One  other  fact  ought  to  be  noticed.     The  two 


most  important  military  posts  which  we  had  on 
the  Western  waters  are  Michiliraackinac  and 
Niagara.  Both  these  are  in  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my, and  held  in  proud  defiance.  Administration 
did  set  on  foot  an  expedition  to  recover  Michili- 
mackinac.  but,  according-  to  custom,  the  necessary 
means  were  not  afforded,  and  the  enterprise  failed. 
As  to  Fort  Niagara,  it  was  not  even  attempted." 
And  both  these  important  posts  yet  remain  ]f\  the 
possession  of  the  enemy,  the  monuments  of  the 
folly  and  imbecility  of  our  Nationtil  Councils. 

Let  us  now  look  towards  Lake  Champlain.  and 
notice  the  events  of  the  war  in  that  quarter.     We 
all  remember,  that,  when  our  army  made  their 
escape  across  the  St.  Lawrence,  about  a  year  i<TO 
they  took  pust  at  P'rench  Mills,  with  a  view^o 
preserve  their  boats,  and  other  necessary  means 
preparatory  to  a  descent   on    Montreal.     I  well 
remember,  too,  that  we  were  consoled  for  the  loss 
and  disgrace  of   the  campaign,  which  had  jusl 
closed,  by  assurances  that  our  army  should  posi- 
tively take  Montreal  in  the  Spring,  before  the  ene- 
my could  be  reinforced  from  beyond  the  Atlantic. 
Scarcely  had  the  remnant  of  our  gallant  troops 
begun  tobecomfortable  in  theirquarlers  at  French 
Millj,  before   they  were  ordered    to  strike   their 
tents.     The  boats  were  burnt ;  provisions  and  all 
the  supplies  usually  found  in  a  camp  were  ordered 
to  be  destroyed,  for  fear  they  might  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy;  and  so  precipitate  was  the 
retreat,    that   very    large   quantities  of  military 
stores  did  actually  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Brit- 
ish, who  remained  in  quiet  possession  of  the  post 
which   our  army  had   abandoned,  and  leisurely 
removed   everything   which    they   considered   of 
value.    Under  thesecircumstances,  however,  com- 
forters were  found,  who  had  no  doubt  that  it  was 
all  right  to  concentrate  our  forces,  and   that  we 
should   see    wonders   in   the   Spring.     Well,  the 
Spring  at  length  arrived,  and  with  it  the  expect- 
ation of  a  rich  harvest  of  glory.     The  campaign 
opened  with  an  attack  on  La  Cole  Mill.   We  know 
the  result.     The  officer  who  conducted  it  is  now 
once  again  on  trial. 

Ill  the  latter  stages  of  our  operations  on  Lake 
Champlain,  with  pleasure  and  with  pride  we  can 
view  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  officers 
and  men,  both  on  the  water  and  the  land.  And 
here — more  fortunate  than  on  the  Niagara — we 


can  look,  with  gratitude,  to  the  practical  good 
resulting  from  these  services.  Out,  the  Admin- 
istration deserves  the  severest  censure.  The 
officers  at  the  head  of  both  our  naval  and  land 
forces,  and  their  brave  associates,  have  all  de- 
served well  of  their  country.  The  name  of  3/ac- 
donough  shall  live  forever.  The  opportunity 
presented  ;  on  that  instant — 

"  He  snatch'd,  to  grace  Columbia's  infant  name, 
"  Old  Neptune's  trident  and  Old  England's  fame." 

I  certainly  do  not  intend  to  praise  him;  he  in 
above  all  praise.  The  conduct  of  General  Ma- 
comb deserved  what  it  has  received — the  admira- 
tion and  gratitude  of  his  country.  I  scarcely 
know  how  to  express  my  admirat.on  of  that 
daring  gallantry  which  determined  him  to  main- 
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honor  on  ih^i  Genera].  The  >nuataon  of  Gene- 
ral Macom>  was  more  crii.cai  and  hazardous 
than    that  of  acy  other  officer  during  the  war 


XM  •   .  —  -    ""•"^'   «^«*Jtcr  aunng  toe  war. 

More  cannoi  be  >aid  in  his  iVvor.  than  to  say  his 
conduct  w^  exaclJy  the  reverse  of  what  was 
witnessed  ip,  ihe    base,  inglorious   surrender   of 


.  * 


i    this  city. 

,r,?".l  :°''a1'*w°'^'  '^*  "°^"*='  *^^  'he  Adm.nis- 
tration  1     A.  the  opening  of  the  campai-n.  their 
object  waM3  Uie  Montreal;  and  the  opinion  of 
,   the,r  IrienJs, excited  a  pretty  general  expectation 
of  success      But   after   the  attempt  on  La  Cole 
MiU,  all  rea^'onable  hope  of  seizing  Montreal  ap- 
pears to  haiic  vanished.     \o  further  demonstra- 
l.ons  were  made  on  Montreal ;  and  the  enemy    in 
lurn^  beg.n  :o  th.nk  of  invading  us.     His  project, 
to  be  .ure.  »%s  gigantic,  but  if  he  had  met  iith 
no  more  rts.iUnce  than  he  did  in  this  District  it 
might  have  ^en  accomplished.     What  was  the 
object  of  ttiejenemy? 

Accordingjto  Governor  Tompkins,  it  was  -to 


way  to  Niagara  This,  str,  caVno7  Ted  ^t^d" 
or  General  Izard  had  scarcely  left  the  Harbor- 
the  rations  which  he  took  from  thence  were 
scarcely  expended-before  Sackett's  Harbor  wl! 
menaced,   am     ih^   m.l.,;..    ^r    .l_  »'"ur  was 


\  .  'f  T    C  Wl. '-  -'"""cfu  army  oy  tHe  wate 

^   of  Lake  Ch^mplain  and  the  Hudson  ;  and  by  a 

siauil.aneojp  attack  with  his  maritime  force  on 

■  '  rsew  York,  to  form  a  junction  to  sever  the  com- 

!     municat.on  ,f  the  States."     In  this  view  ol  tl^ 

;ubject  of  the  pnemy,  it  is  manifest  that  the  pusi- 

.  .ln.n  of  ourarmy  at  Plattsburg  was  infini.ely  more 

;  .mpur taot  tht^n   that  at   Fort  Erie.     And'^  wha! 

.   IW    this    wis^  ^Administration    do?     Did    thev 

;  strengthen  ih.jfo.st  at  Piait>burg?    Did  they  col- 

,  lert  ai    their  disposable  force  and  throw  m  relief ? 

L«ctly  the  reverse.     At   the  very  lustant     ha 

?.lL   cV"    m''"I  '"''  P^^P^nng  to  execute  this 

't^n  ^""^^-^y^'^J  ^a..  ordered  to  withdraw  the 

UprJ  r       ?    ^'»"^t»u'g,  With  scarce  fifteen  hun- 

i2hie? U'l     u"k'  ^"m""  ^y  '^'  Commander-in 
fj-hief  and  aU  his  ablest  Generals.     The  folly  of 
ih:sarrangtraent  is  the  more  apparent' when  u 

-nerely  for  the  point  of  honor.  And  besides  hf 
F'Jer  for  Get>cral  Izard  to  join  the  army  on'  e 
[\;agara  was  -.ven  at  such  an  advanced La"e  of 
he  season  th,'a  he  did  not  reach  there  tflT  the 
inie  for  military  operations  had  passed  by      The 

r^ed'on'  r^*'^"'  ''•\"-'  ^--'^  ^^rd 
rrived    on    the   Niagara— the    bird    had    flown 
j^eneral  Drunvmond  went  into  Winter  quarre^J 


^  --r--— ->-  .^.v,.t  »j«i.acii  s  naroor  was 
menaced,  and  the  militia  of  the  country  cUed 
out  en  masse  to  defend  it ;  and  after  a  severe  toar 
of  duty,  on  bad  rations,  they  have  returned  to 
heir  homes  without  pay.  And  yet  this  Admm- 
■Jtration^is  well  suited  to  manage  the  affairs'of 

As  to  the  part  the  Administration  took  on  the 

^.agara  Irontier.  I  think  I  have  shown  they  de 

served  but  little  credit;  and  the  view  just  given 

ol  their  management  on  Lake  Champiain  must 

orever  silence  their  claim  to  military  s^kill     The 

honor  and  glory  „  due  to  those  who  conducted 

heenterprises;  certainly  not  to  those  who  planned 

the  expedition,,  and  failed  to  provide  the  means 

necessary  to  carry  them  into  eVect.     Too  much 

cannot  be  said  ol  the  officers.     Posterity  wUl  do 

justice  to  General  Brown.     The  brow  of  Gene- 

[h    Kr..l"^r".\^.:"^  unfading  laurels.    And 


penetrate  ^jth  h.rNonhe^n-XVb'y'  hrwaie"    tt  t^T!  '^  "T"^'  ^"^  -fldTn^'laurel's.    And 


r.^^  1     .     r  >> .       ^i'^aK  ui  me  situation  and 

conduct  of  General  Macomb  at  Plattsburg  "ll 
proudly  mark  the  resemblance  it  bears  to  tUo f 
Leonidas  at  the  Mraights  of  Thermopylae.  WhUe 
the  American  people  will  fondly  gaze  at  Mac^ 

twin  stars  in 


donough   by  the  side  of  Perry   the 


I  Kingston  ;  and  our  troops  have  wispIu  hln». 
P  Fort  Eric,  und  abandone'd  tltJ  J S  s  de  of 
fie  Niagara.     And  all  this  took  place  at  the  verv 
kisfant  wiien  every  su^aestion  nfL,u\L      "*^T^^y 
firncflv  In  Pia.,ck       "'""""'Pi^uuence  pointed 
■Jjtpost  ^"'^'"^  '""*='»  'he  mostimpor- 

;  -'Examine  th>s  subject,  and  you  will  see  follv 
:f»t,d  infatuation  written  on  eveJy  par  of  a  1^ 
.JraJoi  ordmtig  General  Izard' to  join  Genelal 
llown.    cor,,nipn    .ense    required    that    Genera 


^jird. 


Ilown,   commu 

ijcwn  should  have  been  dir^rilj^  ""*'   ^J*'""*'!  i  lowed  by  i 

me  J  our  liberties  as  preliminary  to  conquest.     The 


;hegalaxyWournavalh;ro;i;trywirnrfail 

o  pronounce  that  the  conduct  of  the  Adm  m 

nation  has  been  marked  by  folly  and  impro"!- 

Depend  ufwn  it,  .sir,  Canada  is  not   to  be  taken 

stances   o     the  country   the  project   is  boneless 

able'  ITtf  "[  "r  -""^^y-  hoieve;  read'  an"' 
able  to  defend  their  firesides  and  their  institu- 
tiot^s,  are  opposed   to   the  conquest  of  Canada. 

exhibits? 'V''""r^  '°  nothing-your  Treasury 
v.,  h  A  1  ^^'Sarly  account  of  empty  boxes  ;" 
yet  this  Administration,  with  a  perfect*  knowledge 
of  the  fact.s-with  hearts  yet  panting  from  the 
afl-righted  plains  of  Bladensburg-,n  full  view  of 
n^l  "'"%!*  "'^Capitol-with^he  fl  m  s  of  the 
Cd'vV  t  7  Th«  "-  1"  '^-'L --— il  posterity 
^eieveit?  That,  under  such  circumstances  this 
Administration  sat  down  quietly  and  phSt^h 

»eii  may  it  be  said,  ••  Quot  Deus  vuU  verder^ 
Vnus  de,nenlat-  Did  I  not  know  iha  tKd 
ministration  was  composed  of  philosophers  I 
would   swear  to   you,  kr.  Chairman   they  w^re 

MleCet^An?'  ""''-r'  ^"""^'^  «°  ^"  '" 
ueueoore  in  Anticvra.     I  can  vi^or  tk;     ^ 

or  conquering   Canada,   under",  r'rcrTm- 

l"?n'  'r  r  °"^"  ^'^^'  '''^"  a'  the  last  despe- 
rate eflo^t  ot  expiring  madness.  ^ 

armv'nr  f  "^*  °"''  ^  conquered,  and   by  an 
army  of  American  conscripts      The  conauest  of 

fu  "ed'  v'^^^e^l  ''%'T  !'''  ^-'l-otly  been"  0  - 
inrnl.  oV'^F^n'  'A!   '^"'!"  °^  'he  conquer- 
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army  of  conscripts,  on  its  way  to  Canada,  must, 
at  every  step,  trample  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
country.  This  is  worse  than  was  predicted.  Ex- 
perience, history,  and  the  nature  of  man,  had 
taught  us  to  believe  that  the  victorious  army, 
which  was  to  "dictate  the  terms  of  peace  at 
Quebec,  or  at  Halifax,"  might,  on  its  return,  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  this  country.  But 
iew  indeed  could  have  believed  that  our  rulers 
would  have  required  us  to  sacrifice  the  Constitu- 
tion in  order  to  raise  an  army  for  such  a  con- 
quest. The  freedom  of  other  nations  has  fallen 
by  the  ambition  of  tyrants,  at  the  head  of  con- 
quering armies.  But  we  are  called  to  give  up 
our'b— to  whom?     Our  fate  is  not  less  hard  than 


glory— obserre  this  Colossus,  with  one  foot  on  For- 
tugal  and  with  the  other  planted  on  the  territory 
of  the  Czars— with  one  hand  controlling  the  des- 
tinies of  the  Baltic,  and  with  tbe  other  pointin<r 
to  his  dependents  on  the  Eastern  verge  of  conti'- 
nental  Europe.  Mark  the  contrast  i  "How  are 
the  mighty  fallen!"  Where  and  what  is  he?  A 
State  prisoner  in  the  Island  of  Elba—a  pensioner 
on  the  bounty  of  the  Bourbons. 

"  The  desolator,  desolate, 
"  The  victor  overthrown  ; 

"  The  arbiter  of  others'  fate, 
"  A  suppliant  for  his  own." 
Take  warning   by   this   example.     Bonaparte 
plit  on  this  rock  of  conscription  j  if  you  travel 


,K„,„r„,L           .           .     ----■-•••'-•-••-■"  "•«"     ^vii<.  uji   iius   rocK  Ol  conscription;  ifvoutravpl 
that  of  other  nations,  but  is  to  be  much  more  hu-    the  same  road  you  must  share  the  same  des^nv 
miliatingand  inglorious.     Caesar,  return  ntr  from     TK«  n.„^u  k.,  „,i.;„k  ..„..  i 'e  same  aestiny. 


miliating  and  inglorious.  Caesar,  returning  from 
Gaul,  at  the  head  of  his  victorious  cohorts,  tram- 
pled on  the  laws  of  his  country,  passed  the  Rubi- 
con, and   marched  to   Rome.     It  was  not  unti 


Ihe  needle  by  which  you  have  directed  your  po- 
litical course  has  been  for  .sotne  time  trembling 
in  the  gale  of  experiments;  it  seems  now  to  be 
settled,  and  points  with  unerring  polarity  to  ruin. 


r-r^r^™  II  k    1  ,  -         ,/   r  :  .    .    ;:     ""'"    aciiiru,  aou  points  witn  unerring  polarity  to  ruin 

Cromwell  had  possessed  h.nasef  of  his  infatuated!  There  is  another  view  of  this  sub  ect  which 
army  that  he  dared  to  take  the  Kingdom  of  Great  '  honorable  gentlemen  ought  well  to  consider  The 
Britain   under  his  holy  protection.     And  it  was  !  tendency   of  your   whole   systetn     -  ' 


Britain  under  his  holy  protection.  And  it  was 
from  the  plains  of  Italy  that  Bonaparte  brought 
his  witnesses  to  the  Crown  of  the  ancient  Kin^s 
of  France.  But  we  are  called  upon  to  surrender 
all  that  is  sacred  and  dear  to  freemen— to  whom? 
Not  to  some  haughty  chieftain,  with  his  vassals 
at  his  heels  i  not  to  a  dashing  soldier  of  fortune 
the  glory  of  whose  exploits  misrht  shed  some 
lustre  on  our  chains— but  to  whom  ?  To  Knights 
of  the  Spur,  whose  horses  are  scarce  yet  groomed 
from  the  races  at  Bladensbur<T.     '"    " 


,  .  whole    system    is    to    destroy 

the  bond  of  union  which  connects  us  together. 
Let  me  not  be  charged  with  any  wish  to  separate 
the  States;  I  disclaim  it.  I  have  cherished  the 
union  of  these  States  with  an  ardor,  with  :in  en- 
thusiasm, not  inferior  to  any  other  gentleman  in 
or  out  of  this  House.  But  all  your  measures 
seem  lo  point  to  separation.  The  defence  of  the 
States  has  not  been  a  leading  object  of  this  war. 
The  Slates,  however,  must  be  defended;  if  you 


this  country  are  prepared  to  receive  chains  from 
masters  like  these,  I  will  only  say  they  richly 
deserve  such  masters  and  such  chains. 

Gentlemen  have  often  intimated,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  minority  was  power  and  place  rather 
than  the  good  of  the  country.  To  that  charge  I 
plead  not  guilty.     I  am  not  competent  to  office; 


If  the  people  of!  will  not  protect  thein,  if  you  refuse   to  pav  the 


expense  necessarily  incurred  for  that  object,  they 
will  take  care  of  themselves.  The  natural  con- 
sequence is,  the  States  will  preserve  their  own 
resources  for  their  own  defence;  and  the  practi- 
cal  result  will  be  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

If  you  resort  to  conscription  you  will  have  a 
commentary  upon  it  written  in  the  blood  of  this 


and  if  I  l.n.l  ihl  .oU«7  r         p--"^  ;w  uu.cc,  i  coiuraeniary  upon  it  written  in  the  b  ood  of  this 


piest  of  my  life.  As  to  my  friends.  I  must  admit 
they  are  ambitious;  but  their  ambition  seeks  to 
save  the  country,  not  to  rule  it.  We  have  a  stake 
in  this  community  equal  to  other  gentlemen.  To 
what  should  we  be  unfaithful?     To  that  Consti- 


berious  discontents  already  exist  in  many  parts 
of  the  United  States.  Causes  already  exist  which 
are  claimed  to  justify  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  ; 
and,  rather  than  submit  to  a  military  conscription, 
there  are  States  who  may  consider  themselves 


iiiiirtn  ..,k;..k  L  --  "."^  v^i^uaii- I  nitre    are    oiaies  wno    may   consider   themselves 

la  d  which  .aTe  uVhn7uT  Wh"''"'  '  ^V'""'    ^""".'  ''  '^'^  ^"^  '"'^-^"°  withdraw  fZith 
lies  m ir  .I.P         1         a      ^  K^'^nr!*"  ""^  '^*™-    Confederacy.     You  will  say  they  have  not  justi- 
bonesofoir    ;\hrr  n^  Where  are  the    fiable  cause.'    I  entreat  you  not  to  afford^iCa 

tors?     It  IS  no    fn  hp  K  I        V\"  '^'^k""'  ?''"    P'^"=^'^'^  P'''^^''     ^  ^"^  "°  ^l^^"^'^' J  ""^  is  this 
In^    1  ^^  believed  that  these  duties  '  view  of  the  subject  taken   fSr  anv  nurnose  of 

no7endcaTor  to  afresr  v^  ""^  ^"^"^'  '^""''^    conscription  question,  with  all   that  seriousness 

BewarrerLexper    n'^n?'^'''^  ^''''""""   ^^^"'^'^'1  ^y  the  solemnity  of  the 

l5e  warned  ty  experience.     Look  at  the  late  of    occasion;  I  have  exercised  that  small  measure  of 


the  most  remarkable  man  of  thi^  or  any  other 
time;  he  fell  from  the  pinnacle  of  ambition,  and 
by  conscription.  Mark  the  progress  of  this  prodigy 
ol  the  age— this  wonder  of  the  world  !  See  hun 
with  daring  hand  seize  the  Crown  which  had 
lately  fallen  from  the  head  of  the  amiable  and 
unfortunate  Louis.     See  him  at  the  zenith  of  his 


talent  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  be- 
stow upon  me,  and  I  have  arrived  at  this  conclu- 
sion: the  plan  of  conscription  violates  the  Con- 
stitution; It  trenches  on  the  rights  of  the  States, 
and  takes  from  them  their  "necessary  security  ;" 
It  destroys  all  claim  to  personal  freedom;  it  will 
poison  all  the  comforts  of  this  people.    In  this 
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\  •belief  I  cao  bavc  no  besitalioD  to  ray,  that  I  think 
^  It  will  be  r<»sisted.  and  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
5  |sjisted.  .■  ° 

;  Sir.  I  speafc  not  particularly  of  this  bill  irame 
J  <Jiately  beiure  your  committee— I  allude  to  the 
1  '*°'i;;^'''P"<:iJ  ^y^^*'^  as  proposed  bv  the  Secretary 
r  r''u^,^"'*'  '''^  language  of  a  former  mem- 
l>er  of  this  House,  (Mr.  Edward  Livingston,  of 
New  \  orL  on  the  alien  bill  in  1798.)  who  was  a 
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theGovernment  and  maintainingthe  publiccredit 
by   laying  duties  on    various  goods,  wires   and 

mitted.  "^^^  '"^'^  '"'^   ""'^   *="'"- 

Mr.  Eppes,  also  re|)orted  a  bill  "to  provide  ad- 

iheGovernraeniandmaiDiaining  the  publiccredit 
iL'f  yjr5i  ^^""7  "?  ^"!^^^h"ld  furtiiture.  on  ho'es 

d 


»..sk,  whe.her.he  people  of  this  couDlry  a/e  ■  bas  J  „„'^lo|j  ."7^  '  J"  ^^j^.  ^^f,""'^  "'  carnage,  .„_ 

system.     Trie  people  will    oppose-ihe   States 
will  not  submit  to  its  operation— they  ought  not 


r    'v/^'yir''''  ''"'^  '  P'^'y  '"  God  they  never  may." 
'     Mr-  l-hairman,  the  view  I  have  taken  of  our 

! public  affdirs  has  filled  me  with  gloom  and  de- 
spondency. Life  and  all  its  enjoyments  are  with 
me  much  diminished  in  value.  The  plot  of  thi. 
r>olitical  drama  has  been  for  some  thickenin-: 
the  catastrophe  is  at  hand.  We  live  in  an  a-re  of 
l^onders.     It  has  been  our  lot  to  witness  some  ol 


C.  Hurlburt,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
.MILITL\  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the 

fhVf?  '?."«•  ^""^  '^^  '^'^"°"  "'■  'he  frontiers  of 
the  United  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  beincr 
yet  under  consideration—  " 

Mr.  Barnett,  of  Georgia,  and   Mr.  Rhea  of 


.    I  . —  '  '"'  '"  ♦viiuess  some  01  Mr    OAnvrr-r    nf 


tfvorld.     In  c^ 

;*i^p  signs  of  ti 

ipent  With  th< 

••■ians     r»,..o.kl„ 


ommon  with  others  I  have  marked 
the  times,  and  look  to  their  develop- 
,.  "f  "lost  awful  forebodings.     It  is  oer- 

*Taps  possiWe  that  this  country  may  escape  de- 
^iruction;  I  hope  ,t  may.     But  when  I  .see  rum 
>*d   desolation  staring  us  in  the  face,  althou-h 

«^;^K°'''.K^"7  J'^  superstition,  I  cannot  but  rV 
/Oember  that  I  have  seen  comets  blaze,  and  the 
-an  struggle  under  a  total  eclipse.  I  hope  sir 
•  Jlrnost  against  all  hope,  that  the  freedom  of'our 
:,  .|3tilutions  may  be  preserved;  but  when  I  see 
r.'^n'r'T.  °^'  'L^^^^^^iP^'on  about   to  be  forced 


^'  .,>on  us.  although     can      a  ceTvb.n.  niv  eT.       '"'    '''\  CommiUee-opinions   and    ob  eVt  o„. 


.  ...  cvc  .,.  „  ,eus,  yet  I  leel  an  unusual  emotion 

,        he  recollection   that  the  Goddess  of  Liberty 

«.;ss  burnt  up  ip  your  Capitol.  ' 

4  J     this  ra.liiary  conscription  becomes  the  law 

troved,  and  the  union  of  the  States  ,s  gone  for 


r  r.  ,  -  -•   ^e*^  Hampshire,   spoke  io 

favor  of  the  motion.  j    ^^c   m 

Mr.  DuvAL^  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman  :  My  desire  to  address  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  present  bill,  does  not  arise  from  the 
hope  of  either  fame  or  distinction.  The-e  can 
only  belong  to  great  talents  and  distinguished  ac- 
tion. Bui,  sir,  lam  impelled  by  my  judgment 
and  duty  to  protect  against  the  op.nion.s  and  doc- 
trines which  have  been  advanced  bv  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  New  York.  (.Mr.  Millkr  ) 
on  the  various  subjects  which  he  has  br..ughl  be- 
lore    this    Commiilee— opinions   and    objections 


Wer 


kr'anS  h'^M^'-  ^''^  ""'^'"ded,  the  Committee 
pr,  and  had  leave  to  sit  attain. 


;■  Friday,  December  9. 

•■    "^J.^,  ^fn^ndmenis  proposed   by  the  Senate  to 
-r.e,bill  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  Sefray- 

lfninr.ir^K.°^  theGovernment  and  maiJ- 

fining    the    public   credit,   by  laying  duties   on 

..rns  d.st.lled  Within  the  Unfted 'su^tes,  and  bv 

-  n.nding  the  aqt  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  diJ- 

t   lers  of  sp.ruupus  liquors,"  were  read,  and  re- 

1;  rred  to  the  Cunimittee  of  Ways  and  Means 

■     A  rnessage  frop  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

.it  the  Senate  ,,ave  passed  a  bill  -  to  incorporate 

:ti  er^ubscribers  .^  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 

r   .;  ™rr'  ^'^  *^"^  'h^y  '^'''^^  '»'«  concur- 
rence of   this  H(/use. 


unfortunately   should    be   brought   into   practice 
would  overturn  every  principle  of  civil  liberty' 
destroy  all  subordination  and  union,  and  rend  in- 
to pieces  the  Constiiution  of  the  country.   Before 
I  proceed  to  examine  the  arguments  of  the  een- 
tleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Miller.)  pefmit 
T  !.°  ^V,\  ^  ^^  opposed  to  striking  out  anv  part 
of  this  bill,  unless  I  can  be  persuaded,  in  an  hour 
of  alarm  and  peril,  to  surrender  the  rights  and 
iberties  of  the  nation      The  provisions  contained 
m  this  bill  are  not  only  proper,  but  absolutely  ne- 
cessary.    The  rejection  of  the  measure  would  be 

of  w?r""l  ^.H^'h'""'/".^  '""''^•^^  '^^  calamities 
of  war      I  had  hoped  that,  as  the  motion  of  the 

hotiorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppe") 
had  prevailed,  to  reduce  the  term  of  miliMa  ser- 
vice from  two  years  to  one.  that  all  further  ob- 
ections  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  would  van- 
ish. I  did  not  long  remain  in  this  error.  All  the 
cf.mor  of  party  has  been  r.used  by  this  measure 
and,  by  geuilemen  in  .he  opposition,  it  is  loudly^ 
tZT%^  "!l"^\T^  tyrannical,  and'  unconst.tu- 

0  nJr'iv  .;      '"^  ^''^'"^  *^'"'  the  stormy  passions 

01  p-irty  were  in  a  great  measure  allayed  by  the 
perilous  M.uai.on  of  the  coun.ry.     Opposed\o  a 


Mr.  Eppes,  of]  Virginia,  from   the  Commiifpo  I  ;,  .,„    r  i      "i ■'  "'   ""- "-"""'fy.     »-^pposeJ  to  a 

Ways  and   .M^ans.^reported  a  bilf '^^^rp^ov  d,'    a7l  tie      ?'^ ''"?'''""^  ^"^'"y'  ^''^  ''collecting 
J.l.onal  reveuW  for  defraying  the  exnenrs  of    iJILk^^'p^'^  "''"'  '°  P«"^  «"   'bis  devoted 

y    .         expenses  off  land,  M^ith  a  Treasury  exhausted,  and  a  gallant 

I 


1 
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army  reduced  io  numbers  but  not  in  spirit,  I,  in 
deed,  had  hoped  that  gentlemen  in  the  opposition 
(under  these  circumsiances)  would  have  stood 
forward  to  defend  their  soil  and  soverei,';nty.  In 
this  hope  I  have  not  altogether  been  disa()poinied. 
Some  gentlemen  of  high  and  distinguished  tal- 
ents, who  now  stand  at  the  head  of  the  Federal 
party,  have  declared   their  determination  to  vote 


H.  or  R. 

time  that  a  measure  has  been  denounced  bv  s^e 
peculiar  name  in  order  to  produce  opposition,  or 
to  defeat  It,  object.  Such  a  shallow  artifice  can- 
no  deceive  any  but  those  who  are  willing  to  be 
deluded  The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr 
Miller)  read  to  the  Committee  some  pages  of 
most  pathetic  declamation  on  the  distressing 
scenes     which    conscription     had     produced    m 


the  supplies  for  the  Government,  and.  on  several  i  France;  but  he  forto  ^.oTho  v  the^^  1     i     '" 
occasions,  have  nobly  triumphed  over  their  feel-     between  the  bill  now  be  ore  us  and  th.7'    '°^ 
tngs,  and  placed  themselves  on  American  ground.  Ition  code  of  Franc"      I  :«?  he-        -"c'^'cr 
This  IS  tt.e  duty  of  every  American  ;  they  owe  it    dence ;  no,  not  even  in  the  class.ficaiL  ,n  .    ,    i 
to  themselves  and  their  country.     I  ask  not  gen-  '  less  ,n  any' other  feature      it    onS^ 
temeno  sacrifice  their  principles.    Surely,  when  .  of  France   were  first  introduced   by  ZTd"? 
heir  aid  is  demanded  to  preserve  our  rights,  let  1  tory,  and  are  in  strict  imitation  of  the  Rot^an  d?/ 
them  expose  the  errors  of  the  Administration  ;  let    cipline.  which  compelled  every  citizen  to  b^co' J 
them  expose  the  policy  which  has  been  pursued  |  a  soldier.     They  were  adopted ?o    the  purtseof 
by    the  dominant   party;    let   them   endeavor  to    aggrandizement  and  conquest.     AllFrenKe„ 
convince   the    people    that    their    confidence    has     were  classed    between    the   ages   of    twen.v  TnH 
been  mi..placed  and  abused  ;  nay.  let  them  exert     twenty-five  only;  in  this  pafticuTarTwa's  op^ 

f.nl!^rT'  /"  '^'"^'  "r  ^"'**''  ""^  '^''  "*-    ^'''''''  ="'*  "'^J"^'-     T*^^  conscripts  we7e  ofte^n 
on.  and  call  other  men  and  measures  into  ac- '  treated  with  the  utmost  cruelty,  and  if  t liev  d^ 
ion.     But   in  the  name  of  our  common  country.  I  *=erted   their  parents   were   made  responsible  for 
1  ca  1  on   .hem  to  prepare  to  meet  an  enemy   as  ;  their  appearance,  or  their  fortunes  prid  an  e,or 

'^.t"Yo^(^^"  '(.P"'^"!"'-     '^'-  -r,^"  '--    !?"«"'  fi--     All  'this,  too.  wal  Srne'  to  carry  on 
IXew  York  (.Mr.  Miller)  commenced   his  argu-  i  foreign  wars  without  their  cons^nr   m  „ro.  r 
ments  against  this  bill,  by  gravely  informing  t^he     ambiTious  tyrant      TleTeople  of  Fr^^^^^^^^       '" 
Committee  that  he  not  only  objected  to  this,  but  to    controlled   b'v  the  iron  ro'dofa  miliary  derpot' 
!!'..'!!^™"!'«^y.,P'''-  ^''"^'^  *.'«'J  been  offered,  be-  ;  who  wa.  only  governed  by  his  mierest  and  gK' 

Ihev  made  no  laurt — ih...,  „.,;.,„ r      '. 


the  gen- 


cause,  he  says,  they  are  coercive.      Wi 
tleman  be  so  obliging  as  to  inform  us  how  toaa 
n  has  been  since  he  made  tiiis  important  discov""- 
ery?     That  the  civil,  criminal,  and  military  laws 
of  this  country  should  be  coercive  on  iis  citizens 
IS  surely  tyrannical.     But,  until  the  learned  gen- 
tleman can  point  out  to  me  a  country  whose  laws 
have  no  penalties,  and  whose  tniliiary  code  is  not 
coercive,   I    must    be   permitted    to    believe    this 
strange  and  visionary  notion  has  been  only  drawn 
Irom  Plaio^  ideal  republic.     Indeed,  sir,  this  ar-  | 
gument  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  lengthy    I 
and   learned,  and  elaborate  speech  delivered  by  ' 
thegemlemanon  thissubject;  the  wholeof  which  ' 
was  no  doubt  the  offspring  of  much  painful  re-  ' 


I  Ihey  maoe  no  laws— their  voice  was  not  heard 
m  their  councils.     Day  after  day.  and  year  after 
I  y'^Y'    *^*^'*^   '^"^y   dragged    unwilling    victims  to 
tight  the  wars  of  their  master  in  every  part  of 
their  continent.     The  youHg  men  saw  no  termi- 
nation to  their  military  loils  but  in  the  arms  of 
cleath  ;  and  if  they  survived  the  period  assi<rned 
lor   military   service,   they  were   but  seldor^  re- 
warde(.  for  the  scars  which  they  bore,  while  un- 
usual  hardships  and  constant  exposure  entailed 
upon  them  poverty  and   premature  old  age.     No 
^yonder  can   then   be  excited  when  we  are  told 
that  the  people  of  France  dreaded  and  execrated 
conscription. 

Let  us  now  examine  this  American  bill,  and 


flenionQ^i   1     '    .  =  ,  i-aiMiui  re-  1      '-^^  u=  uww  examine  inis  American  b       and 

cal    frston.-fr^  T'"'^'-  I  V  ^'^  '^'  "'''''  '°?'-  I  i^^^P^'^,,  "    ^vith    the   conscription    of    F  ance 
cai,  nistorical,  and   trac-ica    (  ismnr^^    i  .or  o„...     First    n     fh^  f,^..  ™-.i i^.T       ,-    ,     .;   ^. 


cal,  historical,  and  tragical  discourse,  that  ev'er 
was  delivered  in  a  legislative  body.  I  was  at  a 
loss  to  determine,  whether  most  to  admire  his 
powers  as  an  historian,  his  clearness  as  a  logician 
or  the  refined  excellence  of  his  poetic  fancy.  It 
IS  rare  that  one  individual  excels  in  more  than 
one  science  or  accomplishment,  but  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  New  York  is  surely  an  ex- 
ception. I  feel  half  inclined  to  complain  of  the 
brilliancy  01  his  fancy,  for  it  threw  such  a  daz- 
zling flood  of  light  around  his  subject  and  argu- 
ments that  I  must  own  my  mind  was  often  so 
bewildered  as  not  to  comprehend  all  his  nice  and 


^irst,  all  the  free  male  population  of  the  United 
biates,  over  the  age  of  eighteen  and  under  fortv- 
nve,  are  bound  to  render  military  service  when- 
ever they  are  legally  draughted.  The  section 
wtiich  permits  a  class  to  exonerate  itself  by  fur- 
nishing one  recruit  for  the  regular  army,  so  far 
Irooi  being  objectionable,  is  in  fact,  an  advaniao-e 
to  the  whole  body  of  militia.  This  differenc'e 
and  the  extension  of  the  term  of  service  six 
months  longer  than  usual,  are  the  only  changes 
in  the  militia  laws  now  in  operation.     '  * 

If  this  is  conscription,  it  was  practised  durin-r 
excellent  ded.iP.mn.  •' hnr'".!""^""  ""  "'""  ""',''  """  I  f*^'  ^^^^olution.  It  has  been  the  invariable  prac°- 
Luh  o  rafher  mv  '^sfo  1  ,n''  ,^'\*^"'*'"'y  '"y  ""  ^"^'"^  ^^'^  P^e^^^^t  war,  and  must  continue 
""'.'..'"!,  """y  misforiune,  for  the  eye  of  real  |  »o  long  as  we  are  governed   by  .he  Constitution 


genius   IS  always  clearest  and    brightest  in  the 
blaze  of  science. 

The  Committee  will  pardon  this  di^rression  •  it 
was  juMly  due  to  the  gentleman.     Tins  bill  has 
been  called  conscription,  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering It  odious  to  the  people.     It  is  not  the  first 
13tli  Con.  3d  Sess.— 26 


It  IS  nothing  more  than  the  people  of  these  States 
I  expected,  when  they  instructed  their  Represent- 
atives in  Congress  to  declare  war  wiih  Great 
Britain.  If  this  be  called  conscription  by  the  Op- 
position, It  is  equally  so  to  bring  the  railitia  into 
the  field  for  six  or  three  months;  nay,  even  for  a 
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si  bile  day.     But!  the  member  from  New  York,  |  in  the  strife  of  war— thin  theme  the  American 

(!Vp.  Miller,)  and  his  friends,  feeling  that  this    will  reserve  for  llie  halcyon  days  of  neace. 
afjilMruent  was  too  weak  to  support  them  even  for        But  the  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Miller) 
a  itioment.   turned   to   the  Constitution,  and  en-    has  said,  that  this  nation  can  only  be  saved  by 
dteAfored  lo  base  their   reasoning-;  on  Us  sacred  :  reviving  lis  credit,  and  recruiting  i(s  armies;  yet 


prSdtfiples.  Sir,  Ui  this  they  have  failed,  and  their 
i(t|ea<pt  has  only  more  clearly  exposed  the  error 
(|f|iLeir  doctriQtjb.      The  militia   belong   lo  the 


he  declares  that  his  assent  shall  not  be  given  to 
this  end,  although  he  has  luld  us  this,  and  this 
only,  can  save  the  nation.     Is  it  possible  that  the 


$(iiics.  It  is  urge<i^  and  Congress  have  no  right  to  j  honorable  member  is  so  lost  lo  duty  and  love  of 
(iajl  rhem  into  se«-vice,  for  they  maybe  wanted  j  country,  tliat.  under  no  situation  in  which  he 
fi>»  ETiate  defence,'  I  ™3»y   be  placed,  will  lie  give  his  aid   to  provide 

T|  snswer — the  General  Government  is  bound  I  men  or  money  for  defence  7 


QjUirovide  for  the  weal  and  protection  of  every 
^l«f«?  in  the  Uniyn.  Thai  the  Constitution  gives 
tijiiongress  the  ]«ower  to  provide  for  organizing, 
Hrwiog,  and  d.scjplining  the  militia,  and  for  gov- 
<»rjiing  such  part. of  tht-ra  as  may  be  employed  in 
\hf  service  of  ibe  United  Slates.  That  it  also 
Jn^'e*is   Congresi  with   power   lo  call   forth  the 

(MJUjrections,  aoM   repel   invasions.      Wi 
fl^ail'd   that  our 'country  is  now  invaded?     No, 
\\iKs  must  be  adjnitted    by  the  most  incredulous. 
M4<  possessing  these  powers,  and   under   these 


[Here  Mr.  Miller  rose,  and  ^aid  he  was  mis- 
understood by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  ; 
that  he  had  said  he  would  not  give  any  supplies 
to  the  Government  for  the  conquest  of  Canada; 
but  ibal  if  our  army  was  withdrawn  from  that 
country,  and  the  project  of  conquest  relinquished, 
he   would   go  as  far  as  any  gentleman   lo  raise 


jniliiia  to  execuii'  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  |  nnen  an^  money  for  defence.] 
infU5rections,  aoM   repel   invasions.      Will   it  be        ••      "^ 


Mr.  DuvALL  regretted  he  had  misunderstood 
the  gentleman  ;  that  it  was  neither  his  object  or 
inclination  lo  mi.'^tale  hib  arguments,  aud  no  gen- 
tleman would  accuse  him  of  so  mean  a  subterfuge. 

It  was  but  the  other  day  that  the  member  from 


vicvmslance.s,  we  are  told  ihai  this  bill  is  uncon 

^ijiutional.  I  a^jc  gentlemen  if  the  very  compact  I  New  York  (Mr.  Miller)  declared  on  this  tioor, 
iM|i(ii:b  they  gu*riJ  with  so  much  watchfulness,  '  that  the  Government  had  abandoned  every  ob- 
Jliltjs.  not  recognise  the  militia  as  the  bulwark  of !  jeC  f*?"'  which  this  war  was  commenced.     I  take 


bi.'  iibertit  s  ?  i^nd  yet  they  say,  in  etTect,  that 
iCLiPgress  cannoii command  their  services.  Before 
idiv'  mind  can  asi-ent  to  this  strange  contradiction, 
HaJ|'citraordiua/!y  opinion,  gentlemen  must  prove 
jtif  ti^e  that  it  is  Unconstitutional  to  call  the  militia 
jijto  service  f«ir'tix  or  three  months,  or  even  for  a 
*<d4y5  lof  their  jfeasons  will  apply  as  strong  in 
«feiyr  instance  :j[  have  mentioned,  as  they  can 
a^amst  this  bill. 

^  phe  membet  from  New  York  (Mr.  Miller) 

'V^i^h  great  emoilon  has  declared  ihat,  were  he  to 

fvjp.r  for  this  bi!5,  he  should  disgrace  the  ashes  of 

*hj  3  fathers,  thatk  it  violates  the  rights  of  the  peo- 

:p  ,f.  who  oughf  to   be  suffered  quietly  to  enjoy 

;t  iftr  own  firesides.      1  will   tell   the  gentleman 

it  i>t  he  can  nev(<r  disgrace  the  ashes  of  his  fathers 

I  f;  defending  his  country;    they   have  given  to 

1   m  an  example  that  should  awaken  all  his  pride 

t^  emulate;  ihfy  never  refused  to  defend  the  soil 

id  independence  which   their   noble  valor  has 

s|ate  given  lojheir  posterity;  could  their  pure 

id  generous  h^m\.s   witness  these  scenes,    and 


him  at  his  word,  and  the  supposed  conquest  of 
Canada  cannot  now  be  an  obstacle;  but,  to  re- 
move his  (ear  of  conquest,  let  me  offer  lum  proof 
which  IS  undeniable,  lo  dissipate  the  inquietude 
which  he  still  feels  on  this  subject.  1  mean  the 
instructions  given  to  our  Ministers,  and  the  offer 
to  make  peace  on  their  part  with  the  British  com- 
missioners, ou  terms  of  which  they  have  no  right 
to  complain.  How,  then,  can  it  be  seriously 
urged  that  this  is  a  war  of  conquest?  Even  the 
gentleman  himself  has  said,  that  all  the  objects 
for  which  this  war  was  declared  are  now  aban- 
doned. In  one  breath  we  are  told  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  place 
at  the  disposal,  and  under  the  control  of  the  men 
in  power,  a  great  military  force;  in  the  next  mo- 
ment the  same  gentleman  declares  that  the  Ad« 
ministration  have  neither  talents  nor  capacity  to 
carry  on  the  war;  aud  that  such  is  their  imbecil- 
ity, that  were  they  to  furnish  the  supplies  they 
would   be  profusely  and  ineffectually  expended. 


1  leave  such  aUurd  contradictions  to  be  recon- 
y  such  seouments.  they   would   weep   angel  j  ciled  by  tiiose  who  claim  ihem  as  just  and  unan- 
a's  over  the  degeneracy  and  ingratitude  of  their  I  swerable  arguments^ 


ns.  But  we^nuuld  enjoy  our  hresides  !  What 
„joyment,  let^me  inquire,  is  to  be  found  in  this 
iviable  situatjon,  when  war  is  striding  over  the 
eople,  breathiOg  destruction  on  our  borders  ?  Can 

1  le  member  fr<Jm  New  York  (Mr.  Miller)  feel. 

i  1  limes  such  :as  liiese.  the  quiei  and  enjoyment 


But.  said  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Miller,)  beware 
how  you  trample  on  the  rights  of  your  citizens, 
for  remember  justice  never  sleeps;  I  lament  that 
his  conduct  has  not  proved  ihe  truth  of  his  re- 
mark. Justice  among  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple I  irust  will  never  sleep,  but  wilh  some  in  the 


r\  which  he  sjveaks?  No.  in  the  interest  which  I  opposition  she  even  now  slumbers  unto  death. 
id  has  taken  in  our  various  campaigns,  in  the    Justice  expired  with  the  gentleman  and  some  of 

iiuute  recital  jf  our  misfortunes,  in  the  painful  '"s  friends  in  the  opposition,  when  they  declared 
r  od  melancholy^  fe»  lings  which  he  has  illustrated    '"  '^'^  Hall,  ami  in  the  face  of  the  whole  nation, 

jT  such  frequeu*  quotations  of  the  poetic  language    l^at  this  war  is  wicked  and  unjust. 


c ;  the  great  dramatist,  it  is  disclosed  that  he  re 
^  Lises  not  in  tlitse  times  in  quiet  content  by  his 
^  wa  fireside;  |ict  us  not  talk  of  these  enjoyments 


That  the  nation  commenced  the  war  before 
they  were  prepared,  was,  and  is  yet,  my  opinion. 
But  that  we  had  not  ample  cause  to  justify  our 
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resort  to  arms,  I  do  deny.  Was  it  wicked  and 
unjust  to  resist  the  enemy  in  their  illegal  decrees 
and  blockades  ?  Wai>  it  wicked  and  unjust  to  re- 
sist the  capture  and  confiscation  of  our  vessels 
and  cargoes?  Was  ii  wicked  and  unjust  lo  re- 
sist the  impressment  of  our  seamen  ?  If  none  of 
these  contain  the  wickedness  and  injustice  of 
which  gentlemen  complain,  I  ask  in  what  does  it 
exist?  Let  genileraej  no  longer  refuse  their  as- 
sistance ;  let  them  not  sit  calmly  by  and  see  the 
farms  of  their  citizens  pillaged,  liieir  habitations 
wrapped  in  flames;  and  when  the  voice  of  mad- 
dening distress  shall  assail  ihem  wilh  petitions, 
coldly  answer,  we  will  noi  aid  or  protect  you.  for 
this  war  is  wicked  and  unjust.  When  our  terri- 
tory 18  invaded  by  your  enemy,  and  he  bids  defi- 
ance to  your  arms;  when  your  citizens,  no  longer 
able  to  resist  their  iuiquiious  and  rapacious  de- 
mands, call  on  you  for  protection,  which  you 
havii  solemnly  sworn  under  our  Consiiiution  to 
give,  will  you  violate  the  high  obligation,  and  an- 
swer. It  cannot  be  given,  for  this  war  is  wicked 
and  unjust  ?  Have  you  noi  heard  the  cries  of 
distress  arising  from  ruffian  profanation  ?  Have 
you  not  marked  the  spots  where  your  cities  and 
hamlets  once  stood,  whose  ashes  have  been  slaked 
wall  ihe  blood  of  your  citizens  ?  and,  yet,  are 
you  calm  and  undisturbed,  retusing  to  redress 
their  sufferings,  or  to  aid  in  the  punishment  of  tlie 
incendiary  myrmidons  who  have  violated  your 
people,  because  you  say  this  war  is  wicked  and 
unjust  ? 

In  vain  may  the  citizens  of  your  Indian  froD- 
tier  recite  their  sad  and  dreadful  sufferings.  The 
exterminating  warfare  of  a  merciless  foe,  whose 
joy  in  blood  rises  to  madness,  is  suffered,  with 
your  consent,  to  rage  with  death  and  desolation 
on  your  borders.  The  rude  children  of  the  brave 
and  daring  iiunler.aod  the  family  of  the  unoffend- 
ing and  peaceable  emigraot,  sink  alike  beneath 
the  arm  of  their  savage  foe.    Do  ihey  desire  your 

Erotection?     Yes;  but  you  sternly  bid  them  die, 
ecause  you  still  say  that  this  war  is  wicked  and 
unjust. 

1  would  ask,  from  what  does  this  apathy,  on 
the  part  of  many  in  the  opposition  originate  ?  I 
fear,  from  local  di^llncllons  and  invidious  re- 
marks, which,  with  regret  and  pain,  I  have  so 
often  heard  thrown  out  m  the  warmth  of  discussion. 
There  is  a  class  of  politicians  in  this  country  who 
have,  for  years,  wiih  the  inoi>i  unwearied  indus- 
try and  artifice,  endeavored  to  make  the  Eastern 
and  Northern  seciious  of  this  Union  believe  that 
the  Southern  and  Western  States  are  jealous  of 
their  lacreasing  weatih  and  commercial  impor- 
tance. This  opinion  has  been  supported  and  en- 
couraged by  demagogues,  for  base  and  perfidious 
purposes.  The  good  !>ense  of  the  nation  (it  is  the 
hope  of  every  American)  will  soon  correct  so  fa- 
tal an  opinion.  The  happiness  and  interest  of 
all  the  Stales  are  linked  together  by  every  tie 
that  can  bind  society — speaking  ihe  same  same 
language,  living  under  the  same  general  laws, 
connected  by  marriage,  blood,  and  friendship,  and 
worstiipping  the  same  great  benevolent  Being — 
how  can  stronger  connexion  exist?    Is  interest 


more  binding?  Be  it  so.  Tbe  North  and  East 
are  commercial ;  the  South  and  the  West  are 
engaged  in  agriculture;  if  commerce  is  impeded 
or  suspended,  the  ships  of  our  merchants  are  idle 
and  decaying;  the  juoduce  of  the  South  and 
West  remain  on  the  planter's  or  farmer's  hands, 
dead,  wasting,  and  unproductive,  or  becomes 
spoiled,  unfit  for  market,  and  is  wholly  lost.  Na- 
ture intended  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  should  produce  the  daring  and  enterprising 
mariners  of  the  Union  ;  lo  make  them  so,  she  has 
given  to  them  fine  bays,  harbors,  and  rivers;  she 
has  placed  the  fisheries  in  their  neighborhood  as 
a  nursery  for  their  seamen  ;  their  climate  is  cold, 
and  soil  unsuited  to  the  various  productions  of 
raw  material  necessary  for  iheir  factories,  which 
are  found  in  abundance  in  the  South  and  West. 
New  England  will  not  only  possess  the  carrying 
trade  of  the  Souih  and  West,  but  will,  from  her 
great  and  increasing  population,  necessarily  be- 
come their  manufacturer.  All  this  is  so  obvious 
and  certain,  that  ttie  demagogues  of  either  party 
cannot  long  deceive  the  people,  by  crying  out 
that  their  interests  are  separate  and  distinct. 
Away,  then,  with  invidious  sectional  distinctions; 
let  us  speak  of  our^>elves  as  a  nation,  aod  not  as 
separate  hordes  of  wrangling  and  jealous  savages. 
The  bold  and  enterprising  mariner  of  the  North 
may  proudly  rank  with  the  first  in  the  nation. 
Yes,  sir,  these  are  the  men  who  belong  to  your 
Navy,  who  have  acquired  more  glory  in  iwo  years 
for  themselves  and  country,  than  ever  England 
could  boast  in  half  a  century ;  a  gem  which  shall 
shine  with  undiminished  splendor  down  the  long 
annals  of  lime.  This  nation  should  never,  ia 
peace,  forget  that  a  Navy  is  her  right  arm  in 
war. 

li  was  with  pleasure  I  listened  to  tbe  gentle- 
man from  New  York  while  he  praised  the  valor 
of  our  land  and  naval  commanders,  and  I  could 
not  but  deem  it  strange  that  he,  who  seemed  so 
animated  at  his  own  recital  of  their  gallant  deeds, 
should  yet  refuse  to  follow  their  example  in  de- 
fending bis  country. 

I  did  not  hope  to  follow  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  through  all  the  various  remarks  which 
he  pressed  into  this  discussion  ;  nor  can  I  follow 
him  in  the  sublime  poetic  effusions  and  number- 
less quotations  from  celebrated  auinors.  Indeed, 
sir,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  gentleman's  speech 
was  not  made  for  the  present  bill,  but  for  the  bill 
which  has  been  reported  to  this  House  by  the 
honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Troup)  of  the  Military 
Committee;  but.  as  it  is  probable  it  will  not  be 
acted  on,  the  honorable  member  from  New  York 
has  transferred  his  objection  from  that  to  the  bill 
from  the  Senate.  But  nothing  is  impossible  to 
great  genius;  no  subject  is  too  high  or  loo  low 
to  escape  its  subtle  attention.  It  delights  to  bring 
objects  and  things,  radically  different,  together; 
and.  like  electricity,  its  cour.-e  is  brilliant,  wild, 
and  eccentric.  Hence,  we  may  account  for  the 
introduction  of  Governor  Tompkins  and  his 
charger  by  the  honorable  member,  to  this  Cora- 
miiiee,  caparisoned  in  all  the  pomp  of  war;  and 
also  for  the  rapid  flight  which  he  instantly  took 
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frcXj  the  back  of  this  war  horse,  as  he  said,  "to 
pl4{k  bright  horvor  from  the  pale-faced  moon." 
wj^-e.  for  the  prfsent,  I  leave  the  gentleman. 

|ihe  aitention  qf  ibe  Committee  shall  not  be 
cl^^.fned  much  longer  by  rae,  for  I  throw  by  many 
reliiirks.  which  hsve  been  made  in  the  course  of 
(^e%aie.  in  order  tO  call  your  reflections  to  a  ^ub- 
je*'  that  ha'>  bet-n  loo  often  agitaied  to  escape 
rer.iV-  I  mean  the  doctrine  of  rebellion,  whicli 
h»4/been  Irumpe^fd  in  our  ears  by  more  than  one 
iDyjiber  of  this  bi^dy.  It  is  time  that  gentlemen 
inl»i^  OppositioD"sh(>uld  allay  the  fury  of  passion 
IJyMlie  exercise  of  reason  and  calm  inquiry.  Can 
t^iiindividual  inithis  body  be  found  who  will  ad- 
M<^''P  principles  liestructive  of  the  happinessand 
C3  •siiiution  of  hris  country?  Yes,  this  House 
baj  heard  discoril  and  rebellion  encouraged  and 
fr^-i  ved  from  riioie  than  one  quarter.  The  mem- 
be  ilVom  New  York  (Mr.  Miller)  has  declared 
th^  this  militia  System,  or,  as  he  terms  it,  con- 
»cAjp/;ori,  will  no<  be  submitted  to  by  the  people  ; 
tji**t  they  ought  io  resist  such  oppression,  such 
Ajfiogements  of  their  rights,  and  he  hoped  they 
^efiild  resist. 

'  iKere  Mr.  Milder  rose  to  explain,  and  said  that 
lh«  language  heilisd  ustd,  were  the  worJs  of  Mr. 
Li^ipgston,  a  Democrat,  and  were  delivered  in  a 
9p^ffh  when  ht.  was  opposed  to  Mr.  Adams's 
Aiofinistration.  Jind  he  (Mr.  M.)  now  adopted 
th   ir»  as  his  own) 

kj[.  DuvALL  said,  fie  had  so  understood  the  sen- 
th  iitin,  and  altbtiugh  he  claimed  the  benefit  of 
ih^^xaniple  inl»i,odueed,  it  was  not  on  that  ac- 
cc  ijit  the  less  mischievous  and  pernicious;  that 
(Jti  5»»gogues  belunged  to  all  parties,  and  were 
♦(•"lally  to  be  detcstfd  and  condemned.  Let  gen- 
Vilipen  who  are  ^tiviog  tone  and  encouragement 
IcJrpbellion.  bv'W^re  of  the  consequences;  for.  1 
teiljihem.  they  are  treading  over  a  burning  vol- 
fiXrc  tliai  may  bt?rst  upon  them  in  dreadful  ruin. 
ID  )Mhey  propoise  ^o  better  their  conditions,  or  the 
Ci:  lidiiion  of  theiu  country,  by  such  dangerous  and 
ri!  id.contention  f  if  so.  let  me  drive  from  them 
fa  the  fatal  deluiion.  Look  to  the  French  Rev- 
t)l  ition,  and  lt*aro.  in  lime,  to  avoid  the  bloody 
ic  ;oes  which  maf  and  will  be  reacted  in  America. 
H  <w  many  of  al'  the  numerous  and  daring  revo- 
lt lonists  of  France  are  now  in  existence?  Few. 
it;  (ieed,  compareij  to  the  many  who  have  fallen 
bjibre  the  powtr  ol  that  rebellion,  which  owed 
t'  ihem  Its  sprinjf  add  creation.  All  France  did 
O  t  produce,  witli  her  millions  of  men,  a  single 
ir  hvidual  who  euul  I  snatch  the  helm  and  wield 
tt^  'sword  of  the  nation.  Such  men  are  rare  cre- 
ai  pns  of  nature— five  centuries  will  not  produce 
Si  ph  another  man  as  liie  Corsican,  who  braved 
tr  |-  tempest  of  Rt;voluii(  n,  and  rode  on  surges  of 
bi  od  to  the  impf-rial  throne  of  France. 
;  lUeware,  in  liioe,  beware,  of  the  fate  that  will 
a  ^nd  your  temeritj  ;  for.  believe  me  when  I  tell 
ylil,  you,  who  <Teaie.  are  not  the  men  that  can 
c»  jtrol  the  tide  of  rebellion;  you,  first  of  all 
s(  ijl  be  overwhfln)cd  by  its  resistless  fury.  Df- 
^i  fe  not  yourselves  and  friends  with  the  vain 
«{  J  foolnh  hope  that  you  can  "mount  ihe  whirl- 
^  lidaod  direct  {he  storm."  for  you  will  be  scat- 
1 

i 


tered   before  it  "like  chaff  before  the  wind   of 
heaven.'' 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  be  the  determina- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  debate  all  the  military,  and 
and  all  the  national  subjects  too,  on  the  present 
motion.  I  had  hoped  that  discussion  would  hare 
been  reserved  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions 1  laid  on  the  table  the  day  before  yesterday, 
and  which  it  was  my  intention  to  have  called  up 
the  moment  the  present  business  is  disposed  of. 
I  never  much  liked  this  bill.  It  embraces  the 
same  principles  without  the  powerful  effects  of 
the  other  plan,  with  a  greater  complication  of 
machinery.  It  was,  originally,  but  a  weak,  di- 
luted measure,  in  my  opinion,  and  a  bad  substi« 
tute  for  the  direct  classification  and  draught  into 
the  regular  armies,  which  I  hold  to  be  the  best, 
and  indeed  the  only  efficient  system.  I  had  re- 
solved, however,  to  vole  for  the  bill,  because  I  do 
not  perceive  that  it  may  not  serve  as  an  accessory 
to  the  classification  ;  and  even,  eviscerated  as  it 
has  been  by  the  success  of  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppes.)  to  reduce  the 
term  of  service  from  two  years  to  one,  I  do  not 
yet  say  that  I  will  withhold  from  it  my  support. 
Something  must  be  done. 

To  be  insensible  to  the  extreme  importance  of 
time  at  this  crisis  is  to  be  insensible  to  the  crisis 
it«elf.  This  is  the  moment  for  action,  not  decla- 
mation ;  and  gentlemen  on  both  sides  may  rest 
assured  that  their  controversies  are,  like  a  sea- 
fight,  surrounded  by  a  mass  of  destructive  ele- 
ment infinitely  more  to  be  apprehended  than  their 
own  ability  to  injure  each  other — an  element  of 
destruction,  whicn,  if  neglected  or  provoked,  will 
swallow  up  both  the  contending  parties  together, 
while  they  are  vainly  striving  which  shall  over- 
throw the  other.  To  change  the  illustration,  we 
are  in  conflict,  sir.  as  it  were,  in  a  vast  place  of 
interment,  where  eternity  yawns  upon  us  from 
ten  thousand  mouths,  and  where,  whichever  party 
brings  his  antagonist  to  the  earth,  can  achieve  no 
more  t  nviable  victory  than  that  of  being  buried 
altogether  in  the  same  unhooored  grave.  Gen- 
tlemen seem  to  think,  ^ir,  that  their  constituents 
sent  them  here  with  no  other  purpose  than  to  pull 
down  one  Administration  and  supplant  it  with 
another.  They  tell  us,  with  one  breath,  that  the 
present  Administration  was  forced  into  this  war, 
and  with  the  next  breath,  they  make  the  Admin- 
istration answerable  for  all  its  misfortunes.  They 
denounce  that  Administration  as  the  most  imbe- 
cile, indigent,  and  despicable  in  the  world;  and 
yet,  with  all  the  wealth,  and  all  the  talents,  they 
have  in  vain  withheld  their  wealth,  in  vain  ex- 
ercised their  talents  to  thrust  this  miserable  ob- 
stacle from  (heir  course.  They  possess,  exclu- 
sively, all  the  physical  resources,  and  all  the 
patriotic  attachments  of  the  soil  of  the  country — 
the  bone,  marrow,  sinews,  and  vitals  of  the  Stale 
— and  they  come  here  to  reproach  Auminisira- 
tion  for  not  having  prevented  or  defeated  a  sud- 
iJen  inroad  upon  this  Capital,  while  a  portion  of 
their  own  territory  has  been,  for  six  months,  in 
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the  undisputed  occupation  of  the  enemy — sub- 
dued without  resistance,  and  held  without  an  ef- 
fort to  regain  it.    We  can  all  recollect,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, how  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Mr.  Webster.)  in  particular,  demonstrated  to 
us,  about  this  time  last  year,  that  our  war  was 
unpopular  and   unjust;    how  he  entertained    us 
with  distinctions  between  war  offensive  and  war 
defensive  ;  between  the  mercenary  spirit  of  extra- 
territorial conquest  and  aggrandizement  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  generous  ardor  of  repelling  in- 
vasion on  the  other;  how  he  proved  our  inability 
to  conquer  Canada  without  the  cordial  coopera- 
lion  of  New  England  ;  and  how  speedily  Canada 
would  be  overrun  and  subdued  if  his  immediate 
fellow-citizens  could  be  enlisted  into  the  cause, 
instead  of  the  armies— and  yet,  now  that  the  war 
has  become  defensive  to  them;  now  that  it  has 
pushed  Itself  into  their  plantations;  now  that  the 
conqueior  rings  the  knell  of  a  curlew  every  eve- 
ning over  their  own  firesides,  not  a  note  of  prepa- 
ration or  resistance  do  we   hear  from  their  moun- 
tains or  iheir  seaboard,  nor  any  other  note   but 
that  of  rejoicing  in  the    happy   exchange   they 
have  made  of  war  without  trade  for   trade  with- 
out  war.     Nay,  sir,  they  are   more   robust  than 
ever  in  opposition  to  the  war,  now  that  nothing 
is  left  in  dispute  but  a  canton  of  their  own  soil; 
and  >hey  venture  to  threaten  us  with  disunion  for 
presuming  to  enact  a  militia  law,  when  theeneray 
offers  Us  a  peace  we  can  accede  to  at  any  moment, 
and  leave  that  section  which  shakes  the  rod  of 
dismemberment  over  our  heads  to  fight  out  the 
battle  with  Great  Britain.     Sir,  I  do  not  belong 
to  that  slaveholding  portion    of  these   States  to 
which  such  frequent  and  such  anyry  allusions  are 
made  from  another  quarter,  and,  for  particular 
reasons,  I  look   with  a  degree  of  reverence  and 
a  strong  regard  towards  the  East.     I  listen,  too, 
■with  pleasure,  generally,  to  whatever  falls  from 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Web- 
ster,) because,  however  I  may  disapprove  the 
doctrine,  it  is,  for  the  most  part,  supported  by  ar- 
gument, as  to-day  it  was  by  eloquence.     But  it 
was,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  with  a  very  painful 
pleasure  that  I  attended   to  his  pathetic  threats 
this   morning. 

Mr,  Chairman,  a  dissolution  of  this  Confeder- 
acy is  a  national  misfortune,  upon  which  I  never 
think  without  great  pain.     The  political  school 
in  wiiich  I  have  made  ray  inconsiderable  acqui- 
sitions, abhors  and  deprecates  so  desperate  a  re- 
sort.    I  know  of  but  one  evil  more  to  be  dreaded. 
But  there  is  one,  and  of  that   fane  I   inform   the 
gentleman  from   New  Hampshire.     It  is  the  de- 
terring those  Slates  who  hold  a  legitimate  as- 
cendency in  the  Government  from  any  measure 
whatever,  by  the  threat  of  a  dismemberment  as 
the    consequence  of  it.     Whenever   this   is   the 
case,  the  Union  is  virtually  dissolved.     The  sub- 
stance is  gone,  and  nothing  remains  but  the  shad- 
ow— a  cold  and  melancholy  shade  of  authority  — 
without  warmth,  without  life — coniempiible   lo 
our  enemies,  and  formidable  only  to  ourselves. 
Minorities  have  their  rights,  and  1  should  be  one 
of  the  last  to  infringe  upon  them.     But  majori- 


ties have  duties  loo,  and  duties  to  be  performed 
at  every  hazard. 

Sir,  we  have  been  but  too  long  threatened  with 
dissolution,  but  too  often   deterred  from  proper 
and  Constitutional  purposes  by  such  apprehen- 
sions.    The  same  ground  was  laken  in  the  same 
quarter   against  the  embargo   laws.     The  same 
threats.     But   there  was  no   resistance  to  those 
very  severe  and   unpalatable  acts;  and   I   trust 
there  will  be  none  to  this  militia  bill.     I  do  not 
believe  that  there  will.     But  whether  there  will 
or  not  shall   have  no   influence  upon  me.     If  I 
consider  the  thing  jusl,  I  shall  vote  for  it  and 
maintain    it,  leaving   results   to   themselves.     Is 
there  nothing,  iir,  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Pe- 
nobscot but  one  vast  sea  of  Administration  ?     Is 
there   no  country  left  to  embark    upon?     Have 
we  no  wrongs  to  avenge?     No  rights  to  assert? 
No  enemy  to  contend  with?     No  home  to  feel 
for?     Or   do   gentlemen    consider  their   country 
(to  adopt  a  figure  of  Mr.  Burke's)  a  carte  blanche, 
on   which  they  may  scribble  what   they   please. 
For  my  part,  I   rise  to-day,   Mr.  Chairman,  the 
advocate   of  no   administration.     I   have   laken 
the    floor   to    assert   the   cause   of    my   country 
against  its  foreign  enemy  :  and  I  think  the  con- 
juncture has  well   nigh  arrived  when  boih  Ad- 
ministration and   Opposition    may  give   way   to 
nobler  views  than  those  of  reviling  and  destroy- 
ing each  other.     It  is  a  fact,  at  once  mortifying 
and  alarming,  that  England  is  waging  hostilities, 
not  against  your  Union  and  resources,  but  against 
your  divisions  and  prejudices.     Reserving  all  my 
animosity  for  her,  and  anxious  to  defend  our  com- 
mon cause,  permit  me  cursorily  to  iuquire  whe- 
ther it  is  really  so  low  and  so  wretched  as  seems 
to  be  imagined.     I  am  not  disposed,  I  think  it 
would   be  out  of  date  at  this  time  of  day,  lo  in- 
quire into  the  wisdom  of  the  declaration  of  war, 
which   is   besieged   with  such   pertinacious  and 
preposterous  denunciation  by  almost  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  who  rises  lo  oppose  any  meas- 
ure now  necessary  for  sustaining  the  contest  in 
which  we  are  involved.     Bui  this  I  will  say,  that 
I  have  no  doubt,  whenever  the  parties  and  pas- 
sions of  the  moment  shall  be  mellowed  and  melted 
down  by  the  lapsj  of  years  and  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, that  declaration  will  be  recorded  by 
the  historian  as  the  wisest  and  most  fortunate  act 
in  the  annals  of  America.     I  had  not  the  honor 
of  voting  for  the   declaration   of  war — I  wish  I 
had.     With  a  full  and  a   keen  sense  of  all  the 
dangers  and  diflSculties  it  has  brought  upon  us,  I 
would  vole  for  it  now  were  it  again  in  question. 
Yts,  sir,  were  we  now  in  June,  1812,  and  had  I 
the  faculty  to  pierce  the  veil  of  futurity  and  dis- 
cover all  that  has  happened  since,  I  would  not 
hesitate.     The    venerable    patriot  whose   mortal 
remains  we   lately  consigned  lo  the  earth,  (the 
Vice  President,  Mr.  Gerry,)  with  the  obsequies 
that  became  his  services  and  his  station,  does  not 
bequeath  to  his  posterity  a  richer  inheritance  of 
public  gratitude  for  the  vote  he  gave  for  inde- 
pendence on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  than  will  de- 
scend upon  his  children  from  any  member  of  this 
Congress,  who,  from  pure  and  pairioiic  consider- 
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e  are  marked  off  now.     As  to  making  pre- 

tion  for  hostilities  under  such  circumstances, 

absurd   to  tUlk   about   it.     And   when   the 

ig  came  for  our  reanimatioo  from  this  torpid, 


^s,  (and  I  can  jsuppose  none  other.)  voted  for 

war  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812.     It  is  true 

we  hare  experienced  since  then  a  great  va- 

■of  fortunes,  atid  that  we  are  now  arrived  at 

^juncture  hig;wiih  portentous  events.     But 

reciate  our  situation   properly,  we  should 

-.re  not  what  it   is  or  m.iy  be,  but  what  it 

wtjjd  and  must  have  been  if  war  had  not  been 

rQ«rted  to.     Wh^t  then  would   have  been  our 

coOlfiuon  ?     We  rnight   indeed   have  slumbered 

onf^rough  1812  and  1813  in  the  protracted  tor- 

p)»  if  an  ignominious  peace.     We  might  have 

stikc.'ung  to  a  sorry  remnant  of  the  rags  of  trade. 

WAmight  ha?e  r^emained  in  morbid  neutrality, 

wAhing  the  phases  t,f  the  moon  in  Europe.    We 

mt|j'  have  witnfjssed  those  astonishing  transac- 

tiojl^  there,  which'  crowding  the  business  of  cen- 

tuPfS  into  the  ^p8<ce  of  months,  have  overthrown 

thtiColossus  of  tne  Continent,  and  bestrode  his 

falijp  carcass  wi^h  that  of  the  Colossus  of  the 

Se4H.     VVe  might  have  hailed  the  ascendant  star 

ofi^gland  with  ^  joy  unmixed  with  apprehen- 

si(*|  unadulterated   with   hostility.     We    might 

stij|have  amused  ourselves  with  furious  factions 

an^Jthe  war  of  wlords.     Restrictive  systems,  and 

otl^  such  political  polemics,  would  have  never 

faikid  to  separate  Us  into  unrelenting  parties,  just 

as 

pa 

ii   i 

Spt^  _ 

crtj'fing,  odious,  miserable  state,  to  what  sort  of 

veAol  pleasures  should  we  have  risen  up  ?     With 

allfhe  original  causes  of  complaint  existing,  and 

Sifl^vated.  between  you  and  England — for  not 

OQ^.of  them  woiUd  have  disappeared  but  from 

yail  demonstrations   of   resistance — without  an 

oQLer  or  a  soldier,  a  fortification  or  an  equipment, 

diijtacted  at  bonie,  despised  abroad,  you  would 

If  been  cast  u«on  the  tender  mercies  and  the 
rcanimity  of  ,jireat  Britain.     And  what  has 

»u  your  experience  of  thoic  mercies,  of  that 

('juanimity?  What  claims  have  you  beyond 
Dutch,  the  Irish,  the  East  Indian,  or  the  Por- 
uese,  to  the  forbearance  and  the  fondness  of 
ycfcr  mother  couritry?  Has  your  Revolution  left 
nesting  ?  Or  haji  your  subsequent  prosperity  in- 
flicted no  pang?  ^  Holland,  annexed  to  England, 
in. return  for  the- Dutch  emancipation  from  the 
yo'  ^e  of  France,  ii  the  volume  in  which  you  may 
re(  A  your  own  fate.  I  refer  gentlemen  io  an  ex- 
tri  ct  from  the  Lc.yden  Gazette,  lately  published 
in,  L)iir  newspaper-5.  by  which  it  appears  that  not 
a  juHch  vessel  isio  tail  without  a  British  license. 
A  id  what  right  -have  we  to  be  preferred  to  the 
D  tch?  Instead  of  a  question  whether  the  Can- 
ii  IS  should  be  annexed  to  the  United  States, 
tli  ra  would  have  been  no  question  as  to  the  an- 
nt  cation  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  Canadas. 
If  I  lady  is  to  be  found  in  this  reprobate  region 
w  rtay  to  be  uniled^jn  marriage  with  one  oi  the 
1V(  ^^tliies  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Brunswick, 
W,  should  have  been  wedded  to  our  ci-devant 
w  tlier,  with  all  :he  blessings  of  the  incestuous 
U;  ijo-n.  This,  sjr,  i^  but  a  faint  outline  of  the 
d«"  tiiiiy   of  America,   but   for   the  attitude,   the 

> 


character,  and  the  means  of  self-preservation,  for 
all  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  this  war. 

It  is  true,  to  be  sure,  that  we  have  been  con- 
signed, almost  without  a  thought  from  nations 
whose  battles  we  are  fighting,  (particularly  that 
one  which  offered  its  mediation)  to  the  bloody  and 
ferocious  visitation  of  those  modern  Buccaneers, 
who  have  carried  their  calicoes  for  sale  through- 
out the  world  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  plung- 
ing the  bayonet  into  every  bosom  that  refused  to 
cover  itself  with  the  calico — who  have  wrapped 
the  four  corners  of  the  earth  in  flames  for  a  mo- 
nopoly of  manufactures.  We  could  not  dress  but 
in  their  broadcloths.  We  could  not  cat  but  with 
their  hardwares.  We  could  not  sleep  but  in  their 
blanket.*.  They  had  reduced  us  to  Lord  Chatham's 
wish.  Not  a  hob-nail  but  was  English.  They 
had  us  effectually  recolonized.  without  bloodshed 
or  expense.  But  this  did  not  content  them.  They 
must  act  the  farcical  tragedy  which  France  per- 
formed with  Spain.  America  belongeil  to  Eng- 
land, in  effect,  as  much  as  France  belonged  to 
Spain.  But  the  goose  must  be  killed  that  laid 
the  golden  egg.  To  this  we  demurred — we  re- 
sisted. After  a  series  of  endurance  and  procras- 
tination, to  which  I  never  can  recur  without 
shame  and  sorrow,  we  finally  resisted.  If  we  had 
begun  the  contest  with  the  cause  of  it,  it  would 
have  ended  long  ago,  and  ended  to  our  honor. 
But  we  deferred  it  (ill  the  eve  of  a  fundamental 
revolution  of  things  in  Europe,  which,  instead  of 
turning  European  politics  to  our  account,  has  left 
us  England  single-handed  on  our  hands.  We 
have  accordingly  suffered  all  that  the  combina- 
tion of  British  power  and  British  perfidy  could 
inflict ;  no  inconsiderable  matter,  sir — for  British 
power,  for  the  purposes  of  distant  maritime  ag- 
gression, is  the  most  formidable  in  the  world; 
and  I  defy  all  history,  ancient  as  well  as  modern, 
sacred  and  profane,  for  parallels  with  British 
perfidy.  We  have  endured  invasion,  prosecuted 
avowedly  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  civilized  war- 
fare. After  sacking  our  Capital,  the  enemy,  for 
the  first  time,  I  believe,  that  Christendom  ever 
witnessed  such  an  act,  has  proclaimed  his  purpose 
to  ravage  and  destroy  beyond  the  precincts  of 
humanity.  We  have  had  warriors  to  contend 
with,  who,<e  first  reinforcement  was  from  the 
savage  of  your  borders — whose  last  appeal  was 
to  the  pirate  lurking  on  our  shores.  All  this  we 
have  undergone — the  overcharged  eruption  from 
the  volcano  of  British  aggression.  But  we  sur- 
vive. The  white  heat  of  the  fiery  ordeal  has  sub- 
sided; and  we  find  ourselves  breathing  again; 
with  our  union,  our  spirit,  our  resources,  our  ter- 
ritory ;  unsubdued,  except  the  strip  on  the  Penob- 
scot— slowly,  it  must  be  confessed,  but  too  slowly 
making  preparation  for  another  campaign.  Never 
was  stratagem  more  hollow,  more  perfidious,  more 
cruel,  more  base  than  the  overture  last  Winter  by 
the  Bramble — a  stratagem  against  which  this 
House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  recollect  that  I 
then  admonished  them.  Never  was  warfare  more 
barbarous,  more  inhuman,  more  brutal,  more  un- 
manly than  that  waged  against  us  by  the  English, 
pending  the  negotiation  for  peace,  to  which  they 
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ffave  the  invitation.     It  has  excited  against  them 
but  one  unanimous  spirit  of  hearty  detestation. 
An  honorable  gentleman  of  the  other  House  (Mr. 
King,)  for  whose  person  and  character  I  shall  al- 
ways cherish  the  most  affectionate  regard,  how- 
ever I  may  differ  from  him   in  politics;  who  has 
not  been  distinguished  by  his  dislike  to  England, 
has,  within  these  few  days,  pronounced  his  elo- 
quent and  severe  reprobation  of  their  remorseles.o 
and  sanguinary  hostilities.     Never  were  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  laid  down  upon  a  broader  basis 
of  stupid  ignorance  and  infatuated  misconception 
than  liiose  proposed  by  the  British  Commissioners 
at    Ghent.     Never  was  inflexible  or  supercilious 
superiority  so  soon  relaxed— never  was  a  peremp- 
tory sine  qua  non  so  soon  commuted  for  a  paltry 
uii  possidetis.     When  gentlemen  therefore  labor 
by  the  good  liour  to  prove  to  us  how  disastrous 
our  affairs  have  been,  I  beg  leave  to  commend 
them  to  the  enemy  for  a  contradiction.     I  request 
them  to  inform  me  how  it  happened,  that  mighty 
England  has  so  soon  descended  from  her  towering 
height,  unless  she  has  found  reasons  in  her  reverses 
here,  to  moderate  her  tone  there.     She  knows. 
she  feels  her  disappointment.     She  recognises  it 
in  acts  too  strong  to  be  argued  out  of  existence 
by  all  the  rhetoric  and  all  the  logic  of  this  House. 
While  her  fleets,  without  a  single  occasion   for 
their  presence  in  any  other  quarter,  have  in  vain 
attempted  to  maintain  the  paper  blockade  of  our 
coast,  our  privateers  have  enforced  an  actual  and 
absolute  blockade  of  the  coasts  of  Great  Britain. 
While  British  shipsof-lhe-line  have  degraded  the 
naval  character  by  every  species  of  vile  exaction 
and    dastardly    mischief  upon    these   shores,    the 
American  corsair  has  visited  the  shores  ol  Eng- 
land with   examples  of  heroism  and    humanity. 
The  privateer  has  taught  the  man-of-war  the  les- 
son  of  his  art — how  to  conquer  and   how  to  be 
generous.     There  are  some  vestiges,  it  must  be 
acknowledged,  of  British  conquest,  but  they  are 
nowhere  to  be  seen   without  the  bloody  print  of 
British  vandalism  too.     Even  this  Capitol  pre- 
sents a  diurnal  spectacle   of  mutilated  columns 
and  demolished  monuments.     But  the  blood  of 
martyrs  is   the  seed  of  the  church  ;   and  every 
capital  in  Euroj)e.  which  has  survived  unhurt  the 
occupation  of  a  concjueror,  resounds  with  execra- 
tion against  the  British  barbarians  who  one  day 
laid  in  ashes  the  Capital  of  America,  and  the  next 
day  fled  to  their  ships,  leaving  their  wounded  to 
the  mercy  of  those  whom  they  had  thus  alienated 
from  the  feelings  of  humanity. 

But  Canada  has  not  been  conquered;  and  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  has 
been  reminded  of  his  prediction,  that  it  would  be. 
To  all  the  purposes  of  that  prediction,  Canada 
has  been  conquered.  It  was  not  that  we  desired 
to  magnify  our  Republic  by  adding  the  Canadas 
to  the  Confederacy.  If  the  inhabitants  could  be 
removed,  I  should  not  care,  for  my  part,  if  Canada 
could  be  overflowed  by  the  ocean.  But  as  a 
means  ofobtaining  peace,  and  not  as  the  end  of  the 
war  the  conquest  of  the  Canadas  has  been  almost 
achieved.  And  for  this  again  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer to  Ghent  and  England.     We  have  performed 


a  campaign  on  Canadian  ground  which  is  worth 
the  acquisition  of  ten   thousand   Canadas.     We 
have  accomplished  officers,  and  that  being  done, 
England  knows  that  we  can  create  soldiers.     The 
American  in  Europe  need  now  no  longer  blush 
to  be  an   American.     The  European  who  visits 
America — after  traversing  the  ocean,  every  lati- 
tude of  which  is  in  a  blaze  with  the  naval  glories 
of  our  glorious  tars — and  who  repairs  to  the  Falls 
of  Niagara,  as  the  most  prodigious  of  nature's 
wonders,  will  find  every  species  of  classic  recol- 
lection superadded  to  the  natural  prodigy  of  the 
scene.     The  grounds  round  the  Falls  ofNiagara 
are  all  sanctified  with  romantic  exploits  and  bril- 
liant  achievements — achievements   which    have 
plucked  the  military  as  well  as  the  naval  plume 
from  British  brows — which  have  been  followed 
by  the  congratulations  and  applause  of  the  whole 
American  people.     Whether  the  campaign   has 
been  well  or  ill  conducted,  on  the  part  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. I  cannot  stop  to  inquire.     Whether 
General  Izard  ought  to  have  been  here  and  Gen- 
eral Brown  there,  or  what  share  the  Administra- 
tion  should    have  of  credit  or  censure  for  these 
operations,  I  neither  know  nor  care.     It  answers 
all  my  purposes  that  they  redound  to  the  honor 
of  the  country — that  they  enhance  the  American 
name  at  the  expense  of  the  enemy  of  America — 
the  rest  is   matter  of  controversy  with  which  I 
cannot  disturb  my  feelings. 

Our  ministers  in  Europe  may  now  with  honest 
pride  and  independence  declare  to  those  potentates 
who  shrunk  from  our  assistance,  though  our  cause 
was  theirs,  because  they  dared  not 'aid  us — We 
have  triumphed  without  your  reinforcement,  ay, 
without   vvea   your  countenance,  we  have  van- 
quished the  victors  of  your  conquerors.     We  do 
not  ask  your  alliance.     We  do  not  stand  in  need 
of  it.     With  the  blessing  of  God,  and  our  means, 
we  can  do  without  it.     All  that  we  ask  of  you  is, 
to  cause  your  neutral  rights  to  be  respected  as  we 
have  caused  ours  to  be.     Learn  from  our  example 
how  strong  a  good  cause  renders  the  weak  against 
the  mighty.    Betrayed  by  inordinate  love  of  peace 
and  the  infamous  double  dealing  of  England  into 
but  partial  preparation  for  war,  we  were  overtaken 
unawares  by  fearful  oddb.   You  thought,  no  doubt, 
that  the  chances  were  against   us.     But,  after  a 
whole  campaign  of  our  infernal  enemy's  utmost 
scope,  not  a  wreath  of  laurel  have  we  lost  nor  an 
inch  of  ground,  excepting  a  small  part  which  was 
not  defended  as  it  should  have  been.     My   life 
upon   it.  sir,   the  magnanimous  Alexander   will 
find  that  his  esteem  for  us  is  greater  than  he  sup- 
posed It;  and  Louis  tiie  Desired,  iu  1815,  like  his 
predecessor  in  1778.  will  generously  press  in  with 
his  assistance,  since  he  perceives  that  we  can  do 
without  it. 

But  we  must  have  armif^s,  and  we  must  have 
money.  I  venture  to  assert,  that  the  mere  enact- 
ment, by  something  like  unanimity  in  this  House, 
of  a  good  military  system,  with  indications  of 
acquiescence  in  it  out  of  doors,  would  secure  us  a 
pence  forthwith,  without  the  necessity  of  enforc- 
ing the  system.  I  appeal  to  those  gentlemen,  who 
are  so  clamorous  for  peace,  to  coalesce  for  an  ob. 
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jet  so  desirable.  '  That  system,  in  my  opinion,  is 
a  (,  assification  of  the  white  raale  population  of 
thi  country  for  the  purpose  of  a  draught  into  the 
re{  liar  armies.  You  may  call  it  by  what  odious 
ug  \'  name  you  will — conscription  or  what  not — 
bu5  it  is  the  only  sufficient,  the  only  republican, 
th«*«  only  fair,  the  only  equal  plan  for  applying  the 
phi^wral  means  to  the  end  of  common  military 
def  nee  and  protection.  Sir.  vast  improvements 
ha^e  taken  place  in  the  military  art  since  the  last 
tw»nty  years.  All  Europe  has  in  effect  adopted 
th»A.e  improvenierits  ;  and  this  country  will  be  left 
laiierjtably  behind  in  the  march  of  mankind,  un- 
lesl  Uke  the  rest,  jt  adopts  them  too.  What  are 
ihi^j'sir?  Simpliv  a  return  to  the  great  cardinal 
pri  Jciples  of  republican  Government — to  the  prin- 
cip  es  which  maistained  Rome  for  so  many  cen- 
tut  es  on  the  ascendant,  and  again  for  so  many 
cti,  luries  on  the  (fecline,  before  her  mere  declen- 
sio,  \  disappeared  rn  the  darkness  of  the  middle 
agi  '.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mil- 
led .)  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  Militia 
Hi  ruinonim  admitted  of  either  alternative  or  ex- 
em  ition.  There  was  no  such  thing.  Every  citi- 
zeu  was  in  fact  a  soldier.  Every  citizen  was 
coii  jptjiled  to  servij  his  country  under  arms,  and 
no  -iuzen  was  permitted  to  be  elevated  to  civil 
ho!  or  who  bad  not  served  them  in  the  military 
fie^  \.  It  is  some  time,  sir,  since  I  read  Polybius ; 
ap>  VVashin<Tton  is  not  the  best  place  on  earth  for 
r4f  rence  to  books.  But  unless  I  am  quite  wrong 
in  ;nv  remembrance,  the  gentleman  from  New 
Yc*k  will  find,  in  the  7ih  book  of  that  work,  the 
iif  nsn  system  as  I  have  stated  it.  But  it  is 
sot  lewhat  scholastic  to  refer  to  such  authorities. 
Lp  us  come  down  to  the  later  times.  We  all 
kni  w  the  military  tenures,  the  scutage,  the  knight 
sex  rice,  dec,  by  which  the  vassal  was  bound  to 
seArehis  lord,  tiis  lurd  the  duke,  and  the  duke  his 
«o  eieign.  We  know  the  base  and  arriere  law, 
Wl  jcti  used  to  carry  men  into  the  field  for  short 
an  insufficient  terms  of  service.  We  read,  at 
s(i  !  more  recent  periods,  of  the  Condottieri,  the 
Hi  liB'.ans.  the  Walloons,  the  various  mercenaries, 
Ti^l  iCh  for  the  most  part  composed  the  armies  of 
Eiybpe.  We  know  that  the  great  Frederick 
fo'  ^iil  his  famous  seven  years'  war  with  troops 
qfl^his  description.  But  these  again  may  be 
thl^iwn  out  of  view,  together  with  the  Roman 
prijedent.  I  invite  gentlemen  to  accompany  me 
tofingland  for  a  conscription,  and  I  pledge  my- 
s«!  ;to  find  them  one  of  the  harshest  and  most 
ui,  ijual  kind — not  impressment  for  the  sea,  but 
cc  Inscription  for  the  land  service.  I  invite,  par- 
tii;  iflarly,  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
N,  »»r  Hampshire  (Mr.  Webster)  to  the  book  I 
ati  about  to  read  from — it  is  the  English  Statutes 
at  Sarge — a  in-atise  with  which  his  pursuits  ought 
to*  uake  him  peculiarly  conversant.  Here,  where 
th  re  are  no  naughty  assignats  nor  Napoleons; 
])«  r.  in  this  adorable  land  of  liberty  and  wisdom, 
ijt;  rf  we  shall  find  conscription  at  full  length. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  then  read  several  sections  of 
ai|»ct  of  Parliament  for  recruiting  the  regular 
a>  rty,  enacted  in  1756,  and  to  be  found  in  the  7th 
Yitume  of  the  English   Statutes  at  Large,  page 


625,  28  G.,  2  c.  4;  and  from  another  act.  enacted 
in  1757,  to  be  found  in  the  &ih  volume  of  these 
Statutes,  page  11,  30  G.  2.  c.  8.] 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears  that  Lord  Chatham  planned 
and  Wolfe  executed  a  precedent  for  Bonaparte's 
conscriptive  system.  Here  we  find  that  all  per- 
sons without  employment  are  to  be  draughted 
into  the  King's  service.  For  how  long?  Five 
years!  From  what  ages?  F'rom  seventeen  to 
forty-five.  For  how  much  ?  For  forty  shillings 
ahead.  By  what  means?  By  seizing  on  their 
persons,  and  throwing  them  into  confinement  till 
the  recruiting  sergeant  was  ready  to  receive  their 
translation  to  the  ranks.  And  who  were  intended 
by  her  sons  out  of  employment  ?  The  yeomanry 
of  the  country.  How  does  this  appear?  Most 
conclusively  from  that  section  which  excepts  thera 
in  the  time  ot  harvest.  It  was  not  the  lounger, 
the  gentleman,  the  man  of  fortune,  the  cockney, 
that  Lord  Chatham  laid  hold  of  as  a  person  with- 
out employment.  Oh,  no!  his  lordship  knew 
better.  He  has  left,  to  be  sure,  the  impression  of 
the  energies  of  his  character  and  admiuisiraiion 
upon  this  act  of  Parliament.  But  he  had  not  the 
jacobin  temerity  to  meddle  with  the  privileged 
orders;  that  was  reserved  for  the  Corsican,  who, 
with  his  own  scymitar.  cut  his  own  way  to  a 
throne;  and  who.  with  all  the  vulgar  prejudices 
of  his  former  situation,  devised  and  executed  a 
scheme  for  making  gentlemen  serve  their  country 
just  like  common  people.  Oh.  the  monster !  The 
yeoman,  whom  Lord  Chatham  forced  into  Gen- 
eral Wolfe's  array,  had  no  friend  at  court.  Like 
the  ten  thousand  American  seamen  in  British 
ships,  he  might  have  writhed  in  anguish  till  the 
Hesh  rotted  from  his  bones,  without  an  advocate 
to  assert  his  claims,  unless  the  merchant  had  be- 
come a  sufferer  too.  and  clamored  his  country  into 
a  war  against  Orders  in  Council.  Lord  Chat- 
ham violated  only  the  sanctuary  of  the  cottage. 
But  Napoleon  intruded  on  the  palace. 

And  for  what  war,  in  particular,  was  it  that 
this  act  of  Parliament  raised  men  by  conscription? 
For  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Chatham  was  the 
minister, and  Wolfe  the  commander — names  dear 
to  England — illustrious  and  venerable  names.  I 
subscribe  to  the  sentiments,  and  quote  the  lan- 
guage of  a  modern  poet,  that  it  is — 

"  Praise  enough 
To  fill  the  ambition  of  a  private  man, 
That  Chatham's  language  wa«  his  mother  tongue, 
And  Wolfe's  great  name  compatriot  with  his  own." 

Thus  it  appears,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Napoleon 
had  a  precedent,  an  English  precedent,  for  his 
conscription.  To  argue  the  objections  to  this 
system,  from  its  abuse  by  the  late  French  Empe- 
ror, is  a  false  mode  of  argument.  He  did  abuse 
the  engine,  to  the  most  extensive,  and  wanton, 
and  abominable  ends.  But  it  does  by  no  means 
follow,  therefore,  that  the  system  itself  is  a  bad 
one. 

Have  we  no  American  great  name  associated 
with  this  system,  which  seems  to  excite  at  once 
all  the  Gog  and  Magog  terrors,  that  one  would 
think  ought  by  this  time  to   be  banished  to   the 
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Island  of  Elba?  We  have,  sir,  a  name  never 
mentioned  but  with  reverence;  never  uttered  by 
the  tongue  without  a  glow  of  the  heart.  Genera. 
Washington,  after  remonstrating  for  three  or 
four  vtars  in  vain  against  militia  and   short  en- 


able system  in  the  world — that  of  militia  classifi- 
cation and  draught.  That  is,  militia  as  it  should 
be,  not  as  it  is.  Of  all  countries  in  the  world,  this 
is  the  one  best  adapted  to  such  a  system.  It  is 
here,  alone,  that  all  men  are   treated   as  equals. 


tars  in  vain  againsi   luinna   « .u    -.^-..   -«      r»      .       r  7        .  ."  -,-^-.~. 

listments  was  constrained  at  last  to  have  recourse  By  this  I  do  not  mean  any  revolutionary  equality, 
to  r  assiticaiion  and  draught;  and  our  liberties  i  No;  education,  and  even  wealth,  piace  their  pos- 
were  uiuraaiely  gained  by  American  conscripts.  I  sessors  above  the  illiterate  and  the  indigent.  la 
Not  indeed  unliFour  towns  were  occupied  and  j  spite  of  all  they  do.  fortune  will  make  her  own 
iarked  our'shoresin  tiames,  and  our  prejudices  selections,  and  laws  cannot  control  them.  The 
subdued  bv  our  stronger  feelings-a  course  of  dis-  most  powerful  and  consistent  argument  extant  la 
rinline  which  I  am  afraid  will  again  be  necessary,  favor  of  republicanism,  is  to  be  found  in  the  New 
O.,r°tronff  measures  are  almost  always  reserved     Testament ;  but  at  the  same  time,  the  most  posi- 


for  the  next  year  after  the  occasion  for  them. 

We  have  ascertained  that  neither  mililia  nor 
voluntary  enlistments  are  to  be  relied  upon.  The 
fatal  doctrine  of  citizen-soldier  (as  we  adhere  to 
it)  has  cost  us  more  money,  more  blood,  more 
mournin<T,  in  six  months,  than  a  war  of  six  years 
should  or  would  cost  under  proper  military  organ- 
izaiion.  For  proof  of  this,  go  to  the  camp  at 
Ellicotl's  Mills,  in  this  neighborhood  ;  see  every 
fourth  man  on  his  sick  bed.  or  rather  sick  without 


tive  authority  for  the  graduation  of  the  social 
order.  For,  as  the  great  republican  poet  has  ex- 
pressed It,  '•  orders  and  degrees  jar  not  with  liberty, 
but  well  consist."  But,  then,  it  should  be  the 
constant  endeavor  of  Government  to  maintain  a 
perfect  equality  in  all  civil  enjoyments  and  im- 
positions; to  burden  the  poor  with  nothing  that 
does  not  fall  likewise  on  the  rich;  to  call  upon 
the  latter  according  to  their  opulence  for  pecu- 
niary aid  ;  and  not  to  call   upon   the  former  lor 


a  bed  to  he  upon  ;  every  day  a  funeral ;  count  the  any  personal  services  that  are  not  exacted  of  all 
oa.i  Pst.mate  the  expense  of  actual  disbursement  i  alike.  Upon  these  principles  emphatically  does 
cofci ,  esiiumic  i  V     ^  _...._.i   _„   f.,„j;..„    i^at    military   system    rest,  which,   by   whatever 

title    denominated,    classifies   a    population    and 


and  of  loss  of  labor,  and  no  rational,  no  feeling 
man  can  doubt  as  tu  the  shocking  inexpediency 
of  such  a  system.  I  appeal  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (.Mr.  Breckenridge)  for 
the  correctness  of  what  I  say.  With  such  dread- 
ful scenes  of  preparation  for  service,  let  me  reier 
the  Committee  to  a  still  nearer  and  still  more 
painful  scene,  for  the  inefficiency  of  militia.  I 
mean  the  affair  at  Bladensburg.  In  making  this 
reference,  I  beg  leave  to  be  understood  as  intend- 
ing to  blame  nobody,  from  the  General  down  to 
the  private.  It  always  has  been,  and  always  will 
be,  impossible  with  mililia  to  contend  with  regu- 


compels  thera  to  serve  without  exemption  or  res- 
ervation. 

As  to  the  constitutionality  of  this  measure,  I 
refuse  to  argue  it.  I  hold  it  to  be  too  clear  lor 
argument.  Independent  of  the  explicit  terras  of 
the  Constitution,  this  power  is  inherent  in  the 
nature  of  Government.  Its  exercise  and  extent 
must  be  referred  for  their  regulation  to  a  sound 
discretion.  I  adopt  the  sentiment  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee,  (Mr.  Tboup,) 
that  the  Constitution  authorizes  it,  and  that,  if  it 

noSSlOie    WIIU    nillim*   lu  v-uuicuu    ^.v..   .v^-      ,   mai   mc   v^uuoiivu         u  ,  ..  o 

lar^      It  takes  seven  years  apprenticeship  to  make  ^  does  not,  such  a  Constitution  is  not  worth  regard- 
a  tinker  or  a  tailor;  and   is   it   to   be  conceived  ;  ing  or  having.  l.    ,       . 

fhat  the  milUary  science  is  to  be  acquired  by  in-  |      Tbat  it  would  be  popular,  (I  mean  'o  the  legit- 
mdi  me  iiiMiiaiy  .^^^^  acceptation  ol  popularity,  agreeable  to  the 

'"such  are  the  militiaraen,  and  what  are  they.  \  people  at  large,)  I  have  no  doubt,  because  it  calls 
obfamed  by  what  is  termed  voluntary  enlistment  ?  upon  them  for  no  duly  that  is  not  necessary  and 
Go  to  the  recruiting  rendezvous  for  information.  '  common  to  all.  And  the  people  never  murmur 
A  poo  I'norln  crfature  is  cajoled  into  the  dram-  !  at  such  calls.  In  that  portion  of  the  country  w.th 
fhop,  and  betrayed  into  intoiicat.on  ;  when  his  '  which  I  have  any  acquaintance.  I  am  sure  it  has 
senses  are  gone  the  Evangelists  are  put  into  his  !  been  expected  from  Congress  and  would  be  re- 
hands  andTe  is  called  ul>on  to  invoke  the  Al- ;  ce.ved  with  pleasure,  as  the  be.l  alternative  for 
mighty  to  witness  his  engagement  to  serve  his  the  oppressive  milit.a  functions.  \V  helher  it 
TouVy;  a  bounty  is  thrust  into  his  pocket ;  a  would  be  odious  or  resisted,  as  is  thrptened  else- 
cap  is  put  upon  his  head,  and  he  becomes  a  sol-  1  where,  is  not  lor  me  to  determine.  I  can  tell  the 
dier.  When  ihe  fit  of  drunkenness  goes  off,  he  is  \  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  M^-  Web- 
informed  of  his  enlistment;  he  denies  it;  he  is  ;  ster.)  however,  that  the  glowing  picture  he  has 


manacled  ;  he  resists  ;  he  is  confined,  until  finally 
he  is  subdued  into  voluntary  enlistment.  Let  me 
not  be  asked  why  1  support  a  war  which  involves 
these  evils.  1  answer,  that  war  is  itself  an  evil, 
but  a  necessary  one.  Whereas  these  disgusting 
practices  may  be  easily  avoided.  They  are  one 
of  our  English  legacies.  Recruiting  is  a  brutal 
exercise  of  violence  and  fraud  over  mental  alien- 
ation. It  is  an  image  of  the  bastard  liberty  of 
England.     It  is  slavery  called  liberty. 

The  substitute  for  it  is  the  most  simple,  the 
most  republican,  the  most  equal  and  unexception- 


drawn  of  its  effects  is  but  faintly  shadowed  to 
that  which  this  country  will  present,  unless  some 
energetic  and  adequate  system  be  enforced.  The 
late  developments  from  Europe  place  us,  sir,  upon 
critical  ground.  On  one  side,  all  is  peace,  pros- 
perity, renown,  and  respect.  On  the  other,  war 
interminable,  disunion,  devastation,  disgrace,  and 
irretrievable  ruin.  Dismemberment  would  be  but 
a  litile  misfortune,  contrasted  with  what  may  be 
our  lot,  unless  we  rise  up  to  the  exigency.  The 
dangers  of  despotism  which  are  imagined,  are 
alarming,  ii  must  be  confessed  ;  but  they  are  not 
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wful  as  the  "dejjradation   and   misery  which 

result  from  u  fear   to   do  what   our  position 

'lands.     Conrulsion  is  no  more  to  be  dreaded 

^  paralysis.     For  myself.   I  see  no  peril  but  in 

own   divisiofis.     The  Republic    is   perfectly 

^,if  we  pursue  those  energetic   and   powerful 

'isures  which   aloue  can  save  us — which  alone 

[Consistent  with  our  duty,  and   commensurate 

the  occasion. 
|lr.  Shipherd  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows  : 
jlr.  Chairman,  should  it   be   ray  good  fortune 
lecure  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  I  shall 
pit  a  few  hunable  remarks  upon  the  interest- 
question  which  is  under  consideration.     One 
Ire  so,  has  rarely,  in  my  opinion,  if  ever  occu- 
|l   the   deliberaiioa  of  Congress.     All  that  is 
If    to    freedonv,   hangs  upon   the  decision — in 
ling  which  we  mast  say  to  our  fellow-citizens, 
hfcj ceforth  be   ye  slaves  ;  relinquish  that  blood- 
be  fgtit  freedom  for  which  your  fathers  fought,  or 
stilt  enjoy  ye  its  blessings.     We  are  to  say,  sir, 
jether  they  shall  be  dragged  forth  to  die  in  the 
ip,  or  be  slaughtered  in  the  field,  or  still  enjoy 
Icorafortsof  d(jrae-tic  life  with  its  pursuits  and 
iluments.     Whether,  in  obedience  to  the  aw- 
mandate   of   desp)otic    power,  they   must  be 
^ed  from  the  jirotection  of  civil  to  the  rigours 
[military   law— marched    from    all  the    heart 
kls  dear,  this  side  the  grave,  to  encounter  the 
kis,  hardships,  and   privations  of  war.  or  still 
rejv^sing  in  security  under  the  shadow  of  an  un- 
▼i«*ted  Constuuiion,  present  the  heartfelt  offer- 
in  fyf  thanks  to  Heaven  for  liberty  and  protection. 
fni  a  question  of  such   moment,  we  ought  to 
pr>^eed   with    the  utmost    caution,   taking  good 
cafr  that  we  do  not  lose  forever  the  most  valued 
bli^sings  of  life,  by  the  indulgence  of  a  mistaken 
Zi^  to  prosecute  with  effect  an   unhappy  war. 
YA.  sir,  before  we  adopt  a  measure  so  new  and 
eilraordinary,  one  which  must  strike  at  the  vitals 
offcivil    liberty,    we    are  admonished  by   every 
se49us  consideration  to  investigate  with  all  our 
sk\l,  and   then  say  whether,  bypassing   the  bill 
be^re  you.  we  do  not  overleap  the  bounds  of  our 
Siority,  and  tread  on  forbidden  ground.     I  be- 
sir.  we  should  do  so,  and   therefore  it  is  a 
^H  duty  with  me  to  protest  against  the  raea- 
If  you  are  determined  to  dig  the  grave  of 
ycyf  country's  freedom,  when   the  awful  deed  is 
do*,.},  you  shall  not  be  left  the  excuse  to  say  to  an 
ac^jMng  conscience,    •  I  was  was  not  warned  of 
ih^  rash  step  befpre  it  was  too  late  to  retrieve  it." 
N'«  sir.  not  even' this  slender  consolation  will  be 
us,  if,  jn  defiance  of  the  soundest  prin- 
_^  ihe  GoTitrntuent,  we  shall  strip  from  our 

cyu;itrymen  the  jjhield  of  their  liberties. 

Jhe  member  iJnpressed  with  this  belief  would 
pr.|v*e  a  coward  in  his  duty,  if,  in  dread  of  the 
frqk*Tis  of  a  majority,  he  should  barter  the  re- 
^3ris  growing  out  of  the  exercise  of  honest  con- 
VKlons  for  indemnity  against  their  resentments. 
Jpuch.  sir,  has  been  said,  which  related  more 
to  t  e  measures  of  Administration  generally,  than 
ihp^particular  topic  presented  by  the  raction  of 
lonorable  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Miller.) 
ich  in   ray  raiad  is,  first:   whether  Congress 


J  CUT. 

th7 

N'*  sir,  n 
p«^pilted 

ciXfs  of  I 


have  a  Constitutional  right  to  pas?  the  bill  1  If 
so,  then,  secondly,  whether  the  interest  of  the 
country  demands  the  exercise  of  a  power  so  ex- 
traordinary? I  propose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  ex- 
I  amine  these  two  points. 

The  inquiry  then.  sir.  is,  first,  does  the  Consti- 
tution delegate  to  Congress  the  right  to  make 
laws  coercing  the  citizens  of  the  Union  into  the 
armies  thereof?  If  it  does  not.  our  legislating 
on  this  subject  must  cease,  for  whatever  may  be 
the  necessity  of  a  measure  which  cannot  be  adopt- 
ed without  an  usurpation  of  power,  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  that  necessity  must 
give  place  to  the  more  imposing  duty  of  keeping 
within  its  limits.  In  other  words,  unless  the 
Constitution  has  expressly  given  the  power  to  the 
Legislature  to  fill  the  ranks  of  our  armies  or  cre- 
ate new  arraies  by  compulsion,  it  is  useless  to  de- 
bate about  the  convenience,  importance,  or  eren 
necessity  of  the  measure.  For  unless  authority 
is  expressly  given  or  derived  by  fair  implication, 
we  have  no  right  whatever  to  pass  the  bill.  All 
the  powers  which  are  not  expressly  delegated  to 
the  General  Government  are  expressly  reserved 
to  the  States,  What,  then,  sir,  are  expressly 
given  to  the  General  Government  in  relation  to 
this  subject:  they  are  two — 

1.  To  provide  the  calling  out  the  railitia. 

2.  To  raise  armies. 

I  had  hoped,  sir,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Dcvall.)  whose  talents  I 
respect,  an<l  which  certainly  entitle  him  to  a  high 
stand  in  this  House,  would  have  shown  us  in 
what  particular  the  Constitution  gives  us  the 
authority  contended  for  on  this  side  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  hope  was  vain,  '•  he  passed  by  on  the 
other  side."  Is  it  not  fair,  then,  sir,  to  say,  if 
talents  such  as  his  avoided  the  support  of  a  fa- 
vorite topic,  that  it  cannot  be  supported  ?  He 
ingeniously  led  off  the  Committee  by  complain- 
ing of  the  eccentric  course  of  my  honorable 
friend,  (Mr.  Miller,)  and  in  order  to  aurround 
him,  as  he  pretended,  took  the  liberty  of  a  far 
more  extensive  route. 

Anoiherquestion,  sir,  has  been  debated  between 
gentlemen  on  my  left,  and  was  it  not  that  I  hope 
to  prove  them  both  wrong,  it  would  be  passed 
without  notice,  because  to  me  it  is  most  evident 
that  whether  the  one  or  tlie  other  is  right  they  are 
both  wrong.  The  question  is,  whether  the  troops 
to  be  called  or  rather  forced  out  in  pursuance  of 
the  bill  before  you  are  regulars  or  militia. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gholson) 
pronounced  them  of  the  former,  and,  therefore, 
he  would  infer  that  Congress  have  a  right  to 
work  up  citizens  into  regular  soldiers.  But  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
adhered  to  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  named  them 
the  latter,  and  thence  inferred  that  we  have  power 
to  compel  them  to  serve  as  militiamen,  whatever 
may  be  the  time  or  conditions  of  service.  Here, 
sir,  you  perceive  we  have  different  commentaries 
from  gentlemen  of  the  same  creed  upon  the  same 
text,  and  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  prop- 
osition laid  down,  that  we  have  no  Constitutional 
right  to  pass  this  bill,  it  is  a  point  of  no  impor- 
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lance  whether  they  are  militia  or  regulars  the 
consequence  deduced  by  the  gentlemen  will  not 
follow,  whether  tliese  or  those  are  the  premises. 
I  shall,  therefore,  leave  the  gentlemen  to  settle 
the  question  and  proceed,  as  mentioned,  to  show 
them  both  wrong. 

1st.  Then,  sir,  admit  the  title  of  the  bill  to  be 
correct,  which  most  certainly  is  not.  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  I  will  search  the  Constitution 
and  endeavor  to  show  that  we  have  no  power  to 

pass  the  bill. 

The  Constitution  authorizes  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  out  the  militia;  in  what  cases, 
sir?     Only  for  the  purposes  of— 

1st.  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 
2d.  To  repel  invasion  ;  and 
3d.  To  suppress  insurrection. 
If  therefore.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  bill  on   your 
table   is   to  accomplish  either  of  these  objects, 
then  no  doubt  can  exist  of  a  Constitutional  right 
to  make  it  a  law. 

It  is  somewhere  said  the  prosecuting  an  offen- 
sive or  defensive  war  is  executing  the  law.  and 
therefore  the  militia  may  be  called  out  to  aid  in 
the  one  or  the  other;  but  this  must  be  an  inter- 
pretation of  meaning  so  weak  and  absurd  that  it 
never  can  be  adopted  as  sound. 

The  meaning  is  too  obvious  to  be  doubted  ; 
that  this  power  was  given  to  the  civil  magis- 
trate in  executing  the  municipal  law,  carrying 
into  effect  the  sentences  of  courts  of  judicature, 
and  to  aid  in  the  civil  or  criminal  process,  in  cases 
of  resistance,  and  has  not  the  most  distant  allu- 
sion to  raising  an  invading  or  opposing  army. 
If  this  be  the  true  construction  of  this  clause, 
your  laws,  sir.  are  already  sufficient,  not  only  for 
this,  but  the  other  two  cases  :  namely,  to  sup- 
press insurrection,  and  repel  invasion.  Congress 
has  already  provided  amply  for  the  exigency  of 
the  three  cases,  and  there  can  be  no  necessity  of 
auxiliary  laws. 

But  most  evidently  neither  of  these  objects 
was  the  motive  which  induced  the  framing  this 
monster.  There  is  a  design  of  horrid  import 
beyond  this.  No  one  has.  no  one  will  deny  it. 
And  a  specious  purpose  is  avowed  in  the  title  of 
the  bill  to  conceal  the  occult  object.  Canada 
must  be  taken,  said  a  gentleman  Irom  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Gholson,)  and  to  take  Canada  are  these 
militia,  regulars,  or  mongrels,  to  be  be  dragged 
to  the  camps,  to  battle  and  slaughter. 

Sir,  you  may  call  out  the  militia  to  repel  inva- 
sion. But  you  cannot  call  them  out  for  two 
years,  or  one,  for  a  month,  a  day,  or  even  an  hour, 
unless  the  country  is  invaded  ;  you  have  no  right 
to  anticipate  the  invasion,  it  must  exist,  in  fact, 
or  the  Constitution  does  not  reach  the  case.  Is 
your  country  invaded?  Be  it  so;  then  under 
already  existing  laws,  the  President  can  call  for 
the  militia  ;  but  I  deny,  sir,  that  Congress  have  a 
right  to  make  laws  calling  out  the  railitia  for  a 
definite  period,  however  short. 

It  is  most  obvious  from  the  wording  of  the 
Constitution,  the  militia  were  designed  as  a  spe- 
cific for  enumerated  evils,  and  in  no  other  case 
has  the  General  Government  power  to  command 


them.  Will  any  honorable  gentleman  risk  the 
charge  of  absurdity  by  contending  that  the  Gov- 
ernment have  a  right  to  the  remedy,  although  the 
evil  does  not  exist.  And  it  seems  equally  absurd 
to  contend  that  they  may  be  used  as  a  remedy 
for  other  evils  than  those  enumerated.  The 
States  had  an  exclusive  right  to  the  militia ;  and 
in  forming  the  compact  and  delegating  powers  to 
the  General  Government,  they  say  we  will  per- 
mit you  to  call  for  our  militia  in  three  cases, 
namely,  when  your  ofi&cers  cannot  execute  your 


.aws ;  when  any   of  your  citizens  rise  in  arms 
a<Tainst  you,  or  when  an  enemy  shall  invade  your 
frontier.     This  is  the  utmost  extent  of  the  power 
granted,    and    can    it    possibly  follow  from   this 
grant,    that,    in    expectation    of  the   enumerated 
cases,  the  General  Government  have  a  right  to 
call   the  militia  to  camp  in  waiting  for  an  event 
which  may  or  may  not  happen.     If  it  does,  the 
limitation,  or  rather  the  enumeration  of  distinct 
cases  to  define  the  authority  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment is  ridiculous,  because  it  must  be  useless; 
and   adopting  this  Constitution,  we  are  to  sup- 
pose the  wise  men  who  framed  the  Constitution 
filled  it  up  with  unmeaning  and  useless  sentences 
to  make  it  of  sufl^cient  length.     For,  if  this  is 
the  construction,  your  powers  are  not  limited  at 
all  ;  they  are  general,  and    it   is  only  to  say,  we 
expect  a  case  mentioned.     Therefore,  we  exercise 
our  prerogatives,   and    lead    the   militia   to   the 
camp.     For  how  long  ?  as  long  as  we  please,  for 
months,  years,  or  for  life,  at  our  election.     This 
would   be  the  consequence  of  the  doctrine;  and 
this,  at  one  blow,  might   break  down  the  State 
sovereignties — rob    them   of  their   highest   and 
most   valued    prerogatives.     If  this  right  really 
exists  in   Congress,  the  citizens  and  State  gov- 
ernments have  no  shield  against  their  power;  it 
will   be  only  necessary   to  wave  its  rod,  like  a 
magic  wand,  and   the  citizens,  in  greater  or  les8 
numbers,  are   instantly  metamorphosed,  and  be- 
come soldiers.     Absolute  authority  may  be  exer- 
cised over  their  liberties  and  occupations,  and  at 
once    they    cease   to    be    freemen,   and    become 
slaves. 

But,  sir,  if  you  adopt  the  construction  con- 
tended for  on  this  side,  you  are  again  free.  You 
at  once  perceive  a  meaning,  a  glorious  object 
congenial  with,  and  a  sure  protector  of  liberty,  in 
the'specification  of  cases  for  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. It  surrounds  the  citizen  with  an  im- 
pregnable barrier  against  the  encroachments  of 
ambition;  it  defines  his  rights  and  duties,  and 
marks  the  line  between  legitimate  power  and 
despotism.  . 

Destroy  this  limitation,  and  what  becomes  ol 
the  State  sovereignties?  Impotent  must  be  their 
laws  without  the  means  of  executing  them.  The 
respect  secured  thereby  must  be  held  on  the  pre- 
carious tenure  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  the 
General  Government.  A  tenure  at  this  tinoe 
precarious  indeed.  Sir,  we  should  much  dislike 
a  dependence  of  this  kind  ;  let  us  keep  our  blate 
governments  on  the  old  ground  "by  the  grace  ot 
God  free  and  independent."  You  will  gain  no- 
thing  by  swallowing  us;  we  shall   disturb  and 
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[en  you  wiihiD,  and  compel   you.  like  JoDah'& 
Jale,  to  throw  us  up. 

"TTi'is  construction  of  the  Constitution  is  .suited 
t^be  notions  entertained  at  its  adoption.  I  mean 
t»'  jealousies  which  were  cherished  by  the 
Sidles,  and  which  were  so  strong  towards  the 
Q^peral  Government  as  to  threaten  the  rejection 
GK^hat  instrument.  These  jealousies  not  only 
ef  .jit  in  hi'^tory.  but  in  the  recollection  of  thou- 
Is,  indeed,  in  the  very  paper  itself  and  its 
liendments.  Why  does  it  reserve  to  the  Stales 
powers  which  are  not  expressly  delegated. 
It  from  the  caution  just  mentioned  ?  If  the 
|4tes  were  willing  to  intrust  the  Government 
Cy  ^he  Union  with  absolute  dominion  over  their 
l(Jkfi'es,  property,  and  other  privileges,  tell  me 
\E^iy  all  those  checks  and  restraints  are  imposed 
l|l^n  your  National  Legislature?  Now,  sir,  if  we 
^d  the  Constitution  framed  with  so  much  cau 


t.^p 


avoidin;^  any  oppugnation  of  the   essential 

Sciples  of  Sla'.e  sovereignty,  can  any  discreet 
I  believe  thjat  ihe  States  which  had  won  their 
^^  pendence  \\y  the  dint  of  their  own  sovereign 
jQj^s,  merely  advised  by  Congress,  and  trem- 
ijjipgly  alive  to  their  interests,  fearing  lest  the 
l«iiv  Governm«>nt  should  curtail  their  preroga- 
tH'e>,  reserving  all  powers  not  delegated,  should 
i^^Kout  any  liimitation  give  up  to  the  absolute 
c  Atrol  of  the  General  Guvernment  their  whole 
n  ilitia,  and  ut  ouce  divest  themselves  of  their 
ai  yereignty  ?  For  only  deprive  a  Government 
cj!  armed  forces  sufficient  to  carry  into  effect  its 
Ij  \<r^,  and  what  remains  can  neither  command 
u  spect  or  enforce  obedience. 
^f.  sir,  you  are  left  without  any  Constitutional 
rt^.traints  in  refation  to  this  subject,  or  to  be  more 
t  vplicit,  if  you  have  a  right  to  pass  this  bill,  the 
^vernment  is  a  despotism.  You  may  exercise 
aSiolute  power  over  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  and 
^eiher  exercised  by  one  or  many,  does  not  alter 
i^  nature.  The  principles  and  not  the  number 
cjmen  who  make  laws  or  pass  edicts  constitutes 
\  «  free  or  despotic  nature  of  the  Government. 
^  lie  man  may  make  a  people  free  and  hnppy. 
^  hile  an  hundred  may  enslave  them.  You 
tj  4;refore  perceive,  sir,  if  we  hold  this  power  in 

5  if  hands,  wq  are  intrusted  with  a  dangerous 
wer,  totally  irreconcileablc  with  the  idea  of  the 
t[  -edom  of  ouK  Government  and  habits;  totally 
fji  t:onsi.>tent  with  that  security  of  the  pr)liiical 
\  iissings  which  has  been  boasted  of,  experienced, 
«  ;d  appreciated — a  power  which  the  Mother 
(♦juntry,  who.»*e   tyranny   we  could  not  endure, 

ver  pretendejl  to  possess,  and  dare  not  exercise. 

JUt  is  true,  sjr,  that   this  bill   may  be   created 

vilhout  passin-g  the  limits  of  the  Constitution. 

(S  had  better  tear  in  pieces  an  instrument  which 
aYi^rds  so  little  security  to  our  citizens.  Why 
SI  ack!e  Congress  with  any  restraints,  if  they  are 
li.  I  ;ree  to  trample  on  the  most  sacred  rights  of 
fj|fmen  ?  It  only  marks  us  with  a  name  and 
sr^adow,  while  the  substance  is  entirely  the  re- 
verse. 

;  Jif  the  power  io  pass  this  law  is  delegated  to  or 
elists  in  Congress,  see,  sir,  what  may  be  its  fruits  ! 
JiVs  not  confined  to  a  time  of  war ;  but  in  peace,  i 


as  well  as  war.  might  your  citizens  be  subjected 
to  a  military  life.  You  might  treat  them  as  you 
do  your  slaves — compel  them  to  toil  and  drudge 
at  your  pleasure.  For,  sir.  if  you  take  away  the 
limitation  which  we  say  bounds  your  power,  there 
is  none  left,  and  it  is  purely  a  matter  of  discre- 
tion in  Congress  whether  our  fellow-citizens  may 
control  their  own  pursuits,  recreations,  pleasures 
enjoyments,  and  employments  ;  or  whether  we 
(their  masters)  shall  ease  them  of  that  trouble, 
and  place  them  under  military  government,  regi- 
men, and  discipline — subjugate  them  to  the  care 
of  a  sergeant  or  sabre  of  a  subaltern.  This,  sir, 
would  be  the  evil  as  it  respects  the  right  at  any 
time,  and  all  times,  to  control  the  citizen.  But, 
this  is  not  all.  U  it  does  exist,  it  enables  Con- 
gress not  only  to  call  at  any  time,  but  on  anybody. 
It  may  be  as  unrelenting  as  death,  and  like  him 
take  all  ranks,  ages,  and  classes,  of  men — the  min- 
ister from  the  altar  of  his  God;  the  judge  from 
the  bench  of  justice;  the  lawyer  from  the  bar; 
the  merchant  from  his  counting-room  ;  the  phy- 
sician from  the  sick-bed  of  his  patient ;  the  farmer 
from  his  field  ;  and  the  mechanic  from  his  work- 
shop. Whenever  you  may  please  to  exercise  this 
high,  dangerous,  unlimited  prerogative,  you  tear 
away  whoever  you  please  from  their  homes  and 
employments,  and.  without  exemption  or  distinc- 
tion, devote  them  to  the  horrors,  filth,  and  vermin, 
of  a  camp.  This  tremendous  power  would  not 
be  compelled  to  spare  the  decrepitude  of  old  age 
or  tenderness  of  youth.  And  do  we  live  under 
such  a  Government,  Mr.  Chairman?  If  we  do, 
let  us  instantly  change  it  before  our  strength  is 
taken  away  and  our  chains  riveited.  Do  you  call 
that  Government  free,  sir,  that  does  not  stand 
sentinel  over  the  freedom  of  the  ground  ;  that 
places  no  limits  but  discretion  to  the  power  of  the 
governors?  It  is  said,  this  discretion  will  not  be 
abused:  the  limitation,  therefore,  is  unnecessary. 
Congress,  governed  by  a  just  sense  of  the  solemn 
duties  imposed  upon  them,  will  never  oppress  the 
citizen. 

Sir,  Congress  is  composed  of  men  liable  to  err, 
and  fallible,  like  other  men,  whose  passions  may 
predominate  over  their  reason  ;  whose  lust  of 
power  may  control  their  love  of  justice. 

If  the  militia,  sir.  are  the  mere  creatures  of  the 
General  Government,  as  contended  for  by  gen- 
tlemen, why,  let  me  ask,  was  the  right  to  appoint 
their  officers  reserved  to  the  Slates?  It  would 
be  strange,  if  they  were  wholly  devoted  to  the 
Union,  that  such  an  e.ssential  principle  should 
have  been  reserved. 

'•  Congress  may  provide  for  organizing  and  arra- 
ing  the  militia."  Yes,  sir,  but  does  it  follow  from 
this  provision  that  they  have  a  right  to  call  them 
to  the  field  ?  Certainly  not.  The  object  of  this 
clause  most  evidently  was  to  promote  uniformity 
in  their  arms,  exercise,  and  discipline;  that  if  at 
any  time  they  were  called  into  the  field,  they 
could  the  better  act  in  unison. 

Having,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able,  and  to  the  unbiassed  mind,  I  trust,  suffi- 
ciently proved,  that  the  GeneralGovernment  have 
no  control  over  the  militia  of  the  Union,  for  the 
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objects  contemplated  in  this  bill,  I  will  make  a 
few  remarks  to  show  their  want  of  power  to  co- 
erce the  citizens  of  this  country  to  become  regu- 
lar soldiers. 

I  am  constrained  to  say,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gholso.v.)  that  the  army  in- 
tended to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  would 
not  be  militia,  but  regular  soldiers.  Adopting  this 
as  true,  can  they,  as  such,  be  changed  f^rom  citi- 
zens into  soldiers?  It  really  seems  that  some 
gentlemen  think  so,  for  attempts  have  been  made 
to  prove  it  by  citing  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  gives  power  to  Congres^s  to  raise 
armies.  This  power  is  given  without  doubt. 
The  only  question  remains  to  determine  the 
mode ;  and  as  it  respects  that,  the  gentleman  will 
find  their  Constitution  to  fail  them.  How  shall 
Ihey  raise  armies?  is  the  inquiry.  All  is  silent. 
It  then  follows  most  irresistibly,  that  they  are  to 
be  raised  agreeably  to  the  usages  of  free  countries, 
controlled  by  a  scrupulous  regard  to  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation,  by  and  only  by  voluntary 
enlistment.  Great  Britain,  whose  tyranny  we 
could  not  endure,  raises  her  armies  in  this  way. 
She  neither  dare  to  enact,  nor  could  she  execute, 
a  law  forcing  the  subject  into  the  regular  army. 
The  employing  men  to  become  soldiers  is  done 
in  the  same  way  as  the  employing  them  to  be- 
come laborers,  by  contract.  Such  must  be  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution — adopt  any  other 
meaning,  and  the  charter  of  liberty  becomes  an 
instrument  of  tyranny  ;  you  give  to  it  attributes 
which  are  inadmissible  even  in  idea.  The  Con- 
stitution itself  declares  the  Government  therein 
described  to  be  free.  Such  is  its  character ;  no 
construction  therefore  of  any  part  of  it  ought 
ever  to  be  tolerated  for  a  moment,  incompatible 
with  freedom.  I  beseech  gentlemen,  therefore, 
not  to  indulge  in  experiments  diametrically  op- 
posed to  the  most  sacred  principles  of  liberty. 

It  is  most  evident  that  such  is  the  conbiruction, 
and  was  so  intended   by  the  framers  of  that  in- 
strument.    If  not,  see  with  what  absurdity  they 
roust  have  acted.     In   the  first  place  they  limit 
the  powers  of  the  General  Governnitnt  over  tlie 
citizen  as  a  militiaman,  and  expose  him  to  an 
unlimited  power,  when  called  by  another  name, 
to  wit:  a  regular  soldier ;  and   the  ducirme  con- 
tended for  goes  still  further.     You  have  not  only 
the  ordinary  powers  over  him  after  he  has   be- 
come such,  but  you  have  a  right  to  make  him  a 
regular  soldier;   by  a  sort  of  magic   process,  to 
cause  all  ranks,  employments,  and  ages  of  citi- 
zens to  undergo  the  instantaneous  and  wonderful 
mutations  of  enchantment — transferring  the  judge 
if  you  please  from  his  honorable  seat  to  the  glo- 
ries derived  from  the  regions  of  blasphemy,  drunk- 
enness, and  pollution.     If.  >,\t.  it  was  intended  to 
surround  the  militia  wiih  a  Constitutional  guard, 
how  much  stronger  was  the  reason  lor  the  like  or 
more  effectual  guard  for  the  citizen,  to  prevent 
his    being    forced    to    become  a  rejular  soldier! 
The  reason  is  as  much  stronger  in  the  latter  than 
the  former  case,  as  the  services  and  sufferings  of 
the  latter  are   more  irksome   and  severe.     The 
reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (.Mr. 


Gholson)  must  be  fallacious.  The  amount  of  it 
is,  you,  citizen,  are  exempted  from  involuntary 
service,  unless  in  the  three  cases  mentioned  in 
the  Constitution,  as  one  enrolled  in  the  militia  ; 
but  the  Government  can  get  at  you  under  another 
name,  and  doom  you  to  any  service  they  please. 

This  is,  truly,  a  strange  doctrine  to  advance, 
in  giving  meaning  to  the  Constitution  of  a  coun- 
try. Giving  the  name  all  efficacy,  and  iheobject 
named  none  at  all.  What  consolation  will  it  be, 
sir,  to  the  wretched  man.  torn  by  the  ruthless 
hand  of  power  from  the  bosom  of  a  wife  and 
family  he  adores,  while  his  heart  swims  in  the 
tears  of  anguish,  to  be  told  by  the  ruffian  who 
comes  to  snatch  him  from  ail  his  soul  values  on 
earth,  that  his  rights  are  not  violated  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  militiaman,  but  as  a  regular  soldier! 
In  Governments  it  is  the  substance  of  things 
which  ought,  and  with  wise  and  good  politicians 
does  control  their  measures.  Regardless  of  names 
they  will  look  to  effects,  and  not  mock  the  sufferer 
by  telling  him  this  or  that  horrid  and  cruel  meas- 
ure IS  called  by  this  and  not  that  name.  Will  the 
victim  of  your  oppressive  measures,  with  heart 
bleeding  and  eyes  weeping,  feel  the  one  staunched 
and  the  other  dried,  should  you  tell  him.  "  com- 
fort yourself  my  friend,  you  are  not  going  to  be 
butchered  in  the  capacity  of  a  militiaman,  but 
tfniy  as  a  regular  soldier  ?"  Why.  sir.  was  you  to 
sav  so,  you  would  soon  see  mingled  with  the  tear 
of  sorrow  the  smile  of  contempt,  and  low  as  he 
would  feel  himself  sunk,  in  his  soul  he  would 
despise  the  idiot  whose  contemptible  intellects 
could  stoop  to  a  remark  so  mean  and  pitiful. 

If  ihis  doctrine  is  correct,  what  are  the  benefits 
resulting  from  the  limitations  of  power  in  Con- 
gress? Certainly  none.  It  is  shielding  the  limbs 
and  leaving  the  vitals  exposed  to  the  darts  of 
despotism  ;  and  can  you,  can  any  man  believe  that 
the  people  in  iheir  cool  moments,  deliberating 
wiih  care,  feeling  no  warmth  but  zeal  for  the  best 
interests  of  their  country,  could  have  been  guilty 
of  such  inconsistency,  or  weak  enough  to  have 
overlooked  it?  Tell  it  not;  believe  it  not.  it 
cannot  be  so.  Let  us  not  thus  slander  the  hearts 
or  heads  of  the  sainted  men.  who  travailed  with 
this  precious  instrument  until  a  joyful  reckoning 
was  run,  and  the  people  hailed  its  birth  as  a  mil- 
lenial  epoch.  However  we  may  act,  whether  con- 
sistently or  otherwise,  let  us  not  reproach  their 
memories  or  names. 

Turn  the  subject  over  as  often  as  you  please, 
torture  it  to  your  purpose,  it  amounts  to  no  more 
or  less  than  this:  "As  a  white  man.  the  law  pro- 
tects A  B — presume  not  to  touch  him  ;  but  if 
you  call  him  an  Indian,  by  the  same  law  you  have 
a  perfect  right  to  kill  him." 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  second  point,  which  is  the 
expediency  of  this  measure,  provided  no  Consti- 
tutional scruples  existed.  And  it  appears  to  me 
perfectly  demonstrable,  if  the  power  existed  in 
Congress,  it  would  be  inexpedient,  indeed  it  would 
be  hazardous,  to  attempt  tlie  exercise  of  it.  Re- 
member, sir,  that  your  people  have  ever  been,  and 
ever  will  be  free.     Remember  that  they  possess 
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!•  keen,  but  laudable  jealousy  in  respect  to  their 
rights;  thai  the  power  is  in  their  hands;  they 
delegate  it  >vhen  and  lo  whom  they  please,  and 
f  they  never  will  subtnit  to  any  extensive  encroach- 
Iments  uponiheir  privileges.  Wisdom,  therefore, 
tmost  unquestionably  dictates  to  the  legislator, 
I  that,  whii»!  ]ie  legislates  agreeable  to  his  consci- 
|ence,  to  please  those  whom  he  binds  by  his  laws, 
y  IS  an  obje<:t  of  no  trifling  importance.     And.  sir. 

f  there  can  Uj  but  little  necessity  of  our  adopting 
rneasures  *hich  the  people  will  dislike;  if  there 
is,  It  must  jiave  originated  in  previous  miscon- 
J^uct.    The  iiajority  of  the  people  may,  and  some- 
■"^iraes  by  falsehood  have,  been  misled;  but  left  to 
I  draw  thei;-  (jwn  conclusions  from  correct  informa- 
t  tion,  they  will  be  right.     In  the  grand  commu- 
j^oity  there  i^  much  of  the  best  of  all  sense,  com- 
j     mon  ;  the  l^st  of  all  knowledge,  practical;  and 
}     by  those  stasidards  they  will  condemn  or  approve, 
•    .IIS  bad  or  gpod  measures  shall  be  adopted.     If  I 
'  '\^ax  correc.  jiow stands  your  war  ?    Do  the  people 
•  approve  of  ti?    We  were  told  they  do.     That  it 
.   is  the  peopk's  war.  that  they  declared  it ;  if  so. 
what  neces-tiiy  can  there  be  of  forcing  the  people 
into  your  arjuies  ?     It  must  be  strange  that  they 
Mpproved,  niy,  declared  the  war,  and  yet  nothing 
Ijhort  ofcoerj:ion  will  Oil  the  ranks  of  your  legions! 
Y  It  IS  strange,  passing  strange,"  that  the  people 
.  ^  will  not  sup()ort  a  measure  of  their  own  devisin<y 
;  Oad  creaiujoj  unless  whipped  into  tneir  duty. 
#t    That  thej  refuse,  and   have  refused,  is   most 
•  manifest,  fof  while  with  one  breath  we  are  told 
the  war  is  pppular,  with  the  next  we  are  also  told 
that  every  a^ttempt  to  awaken  the  patriotism  or 
ihe  cupidity^of  the  people  has  fallen  far  behind 
i»the  high  expectations  entertained  before  the  ex- 
^perimeaUs  w(;re  made.     Now,  sir,  it  is  most  cer- 
Jtaia  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
-Duvall)  is  correct,  you  can  have  no  necessity  of 
[exerci*<ing  powers  so  unusual,  so  abhorrent,  and 
•so  unjust  and  dangerous,  to  accomplish  your  ob- 
'ject.     If  they  love  your  war.  they  will  love  to 
^support  u,  an,d  will  devote  their  services  and  blood 
•ito  the  causH,   and  consequently  there  can  be  no 
Jne«d  of  fore*.     And  it  will  be  inexpedient  and 
imprudent  to  pass  the  bill,  for  if  the  people  now 
|ove  you,  there  is  at  least  some  risk  of  losing  their 
luffections  byja  measure  not  of  the  most  in'vitiD'j 
;f  rompleiion.     But  suppose  the  honorable  gentle* 
•  slian  should;  be  mistaken,  which  to  me  is  most 
[probable,  car(  you  be  so  credulous  as  to  believe 
l^bat  an  armv  forced  from  a  comfortable  home. 
|i^ith  its  delisfhts  and  conveniences,  to  the  mise- 
ries of  a  caa>p,  will  cheerfully  expose  their  lives, 
lind  sh-^d  their  blood  in  defence  of  a  Government 
'•fhich   had   proved   by  its   measures   to  be  their 
reatest  en^.-riiy  ?  No  ;  as  they  loved  their  liberty, 
is  they  loved  tliat  proud   independence,  won  by 
^he  biood  of  their  fathers,  they  would  turn  upon 
^^,ou  to  rend  the  sceptre  of  ill-gotten  powe--  from 
iflworthy  htind.s.     Confide  not,  sir.  in  such  an 
lirray;    \[   you   do    disappointment   awaits    you. 
^kar  m  mied  that  our  countrymen  are  free  Amer- 
,!ans,  not  Frenchmen,  and  they  will  not  submit  ] 
;  chains.    If  ;he  people  do  not  like  your  measures, 
♦will  uol  say  what  some  gentlemen  have  boldly  I 
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said,  that  they  would  resist,  and  they  hoped  they 
would,  but  I  have  a  right  to  exercise  a  natural 
privilege;  I  have  a  right  to  guess,  and  I  guess 
they  will  resist  in  all  the  majesty  of  insulted 
freedom;  and  if  they  do,  like  a  mighty  tornado, 
or  overwhelming  torrent,  they  will  sweep  away 
every  opposing  object.  I  therefore  entreat  gen- 
tlemen to  beware  what  they  do;  to  be  cautious 
how  they  enkindle  a  flame  they  will  not  be  able 
to  extinguish. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe  the  war  was  ever  popular; 
I  verily  believe  the  people  detested  it  Irom  the 
beginning,  and  the  wretched  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  prosecuted  has  increased  that  detesta- 
tion ;  It  needs  only  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and 
but  an  attempt  to  execute  it,  to  give  the  finishing 
Now  that  will  sever  all  honest  hearts  from  the 
Government  and  its  war. 

Do  you  flatter  yourself,  sir,  that  the  people  will 
submit  to  the  execution  of  a  law  which  is  com- 
posed of  more  baleful  materials,  more  cursed  lo- 
gredient.s,  and  may  produce  more  miseries  than 
all  that  have  been  felt  in  the  aggregate,  under 
the  British  Government  and  our  own  ?  Think 
you,  sir,  that  the  people  will  tamely  behold  the 
widowhood  and  orphanage  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors,  the  result  of  your  law  ?  I  say  so  be- 
cause the  tracks  are  nearly  all  one  way.  If  the 
father,  the  son,  the  husband,  or  brother,  goes  out 
in  pursuance  of  this  mandate,  he  probably  goes 
to  die;  disease  or  battle  gives  him  shortly  a  ter- 
mination to  his  suflerings  in  this  world. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  admit  that  you  can  carry 
this  law  into  eflfect,  and    that,  too,  without  oppo- 
sition by  force,  are  you  willing  to  do  so  great  in- 
justice to  your  fellow-citizens  ?     Surely,  sir,  you 
must  feel  some  compassion  for  them,  some  sense 
of  what  is  right.     As  an  apology  on  this  part  of 
the  subject,  it  was  said  by  a  gentleman,  the  citi- 
zen is  not  obliged  to  serve  unless  he  pleases.     He 
has  only  to  pay  the  penalty  and  exonerate  him- 
self.    Sir,  need  the  honorable  gentleman  be  told 
that  a  vast  portion  of  the  population  of  our  coun- 
try are  altogether  unable  to  satisfy  the  requisition 
of  the  law  in  this  respect?     To  such  a  person 
there  is  no  alternative.     The  lot  fall*  on  .<>uch  a 
man — the  father  of  a   numerous  family,  whose 
patient  labor  gives  them  bread;   he  must  go,  and 
his  family  left  wretched  and  forlorn.     Now,  sir, 
IS  all  this  right  ?     Let  me  ask,  with  an  emphasis,' 
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IS  It  right  ?  If  you  expect  success  to  follow  such 
measures;  measures,  which  blight  and  wither 
our  present  joys  and  sicken  all  hopes  of  the  fu- 
ture,  you  must  have  cherished  a  delusion,  for 
nothing  less  could  create  expectations  wholly  des- 
titute  ol  foundation.  If  we  are  to  be  slaves,  why 
are  we  told  we  must  defend  ourselves  against  an 
invading  enemy  7  We  were  once  the  subjects  of 
that  enemy,  and,  as  I  have  said,  they  never  did, 
nor  ever  dared  to  pass  a  law  as  odious  as  the  bill 
on  your  table;  but  I  have  no  fancy  to  be  con- 
quered by  that  enemy.  I  know  my  brave  coun- 
trymen, or  that  portion  of  them  which  have  minds 
to  devise,  courage  lodare.and  strcncth  to  execute, 
what  their  rights  require  in  the  field,  and  speak 
It  with  pleasure,  they  are  not  to  be  conquered. 
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They  have  lived  free,  and  will  die  ro  ;  and  they 
will  not  thank  you  to  violate  the  Constitution 
they  love,  and  impugn  the  freedom  they  adore, 
under  pretence  of  defending  them.  No,  sir.  do 
not  take  this  rash  step;  better  let  them,  if  you 
cannot  enlist  men.  defend  themselves.  Let  them 
manage  their  own  matters  in  their  own  way. 
This  IS  the  least  you  can  do.  Let  the  people  alone ; 
for  this  they  might  thank  you.  but  not  for  exer- 
cising a  usur[>ed  authority  which  threatens  to  en- 
slave them. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  seemed  to  chide 
my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Miller)  for  calling 
this  measure  a  conscription.  He  says  it  is  not 
so.  Well.  sir.  although  the  name  conscription 
"freezes  the  blood  and  chills  the  mortal  frame;" 
although  it  carries  in  the  sound  every  horrible 
thought  that  can  fix  on  the  heart  the  cold  shud- 
derings  of  approaching  death;  yet  no  greater 
evils  would  follow  in  its  train,  had  its  title  been 
"an  act  of  conscription,"  than  the  present  title, 
"  to  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia."  The 
name  of  this,  as  of  all  oilier  measures,  is  but  of 
little  importance;  and  call  this  bill  what  you 
please,  it  still  will  retain  all  the  odious  provisions 
that  it  now  does. 

Again,  sir.  have  we  been  solicited  to  unite  with 
the  majority,  and  as  a  motive,    the  melancholy 
state  of  our  country   has   been   pathetically   de- 
scribed ;  this  description  is  too  true  to  be  doubted, 
and  it  is  an   alarming   truth.     This  great  fabric 
seems  nodding  and  tottering  to  its  fall,  and  Heaven 
only  knows  how  long  before  the  mighty  ruin  will 
take   place.     But,  sir,  this  state  of  things,  so  far 
from    being   a  motive  to  induce  a  union,  on  the 
ground   to  which  we  are  invited,  loudly  admon- 
ishes us  to  avoid  it.    The  gentlemen  have  ruined 
the  country  by  a  class  of  measures,  and  now,  to 
restore  it,  they  invite  us  to  join  in  continuing  the 
same.     No,  sir,  we  should   do  injustice  even   to 
them  to  do  so,  as  we  certainly  act  the  most  friend- 
ly part  to  them  and  our  country,  when  we  oppose 
and  are  able  to  impede  them  in  the  career  of  ruin. 
If  they  wish   to  lay  aside  party,  reason  dictates, 
as  they  have  acknowledged  their  inability  to  man- 
age the  political  concerns  of  the  nation,  that  they 
should  abandon  their  ground,  and  take  one  which 
Wa!?hi.\oton  explored — adopt  his  principles,  and 
the  gentlemen  will  not  need  to  give  us  a  second 
invitation  to   union.     Most   willingly,  sir,  would 
we  receive  with  brotherly  good-will,  those  who, 
sensible  of  error,  expressed,  by  abandoning  it,  their 
dispositions  to  adopt  another  and  a  better  course. 
That  we  are  right,  amounts  tu  almost  matliemat- 
ical   certainly;  for,  whatever  opposes  wrong  is 
right,  and  we  have   been  accused  of  systematic 
opposition  to  the  men  in  power,  to  their  measures; 
and  who  among  them  will  venture  to  deny  that 
those  measures  nave  been  wrong  ?     Should  we, 
then,  give  up  uur  justifiable  oppusiiion,  we  should 
only  add  to  the  number  of  hands  employed  in  the 
total  destruction  of  this  once  happy  country  7  No. 
sir,  excuse  us,  we  cannot  go  over ;  we  are  a  little 
band,  it  is  true,  but,  like  that  little  band  who  val- 
iantly braved  a  formidable  oppositional  the  straits 
of  Thermopylse,  we  still  dei^ign  to  stand  between 


tke  enemy  and  irretrievable  ruin;  and  faint  as 
are  our  hopes,  yet  we  know  nothing  of  abandon- 
ing our  duty  or  principle;  we  hold  out  lo  the  last, 
and  fall  when  all  fall. 

Sir,  I  feel  this  to  be  a  just  boast,  and  the  calam- 
itous state  of  our  country  is  more  than  a  volume 
to  prove  the  correctness  of  it.  We  always  told 
you  we  were  right  and  you  wrong,  and  do  not 
the  fruits  manifest  that  we  judged  correctly  ?  "By 
their  fruits  shall  ye  know  them."  is  an  unerring 
rule  ;  by  that  rule  you  are  found  wanting.  Your 
fruits  are  noi  good,  therefore  we  have  a  right,  at 
least,  to  condemn  the  heads,  if  not  the  hearts,  of 
those  who  love  those  fruits. 

You  took  the  country  in  a  high  state  of  pros- 
perity, and  you  admit  that  it  is  now  otherwise. 
You  admit  you  are  sinking,  and  call  loudly  upon 
us  for  help  ;  and  if  we  offer  assistance,  we  dis- 
cover you  wish  us  to  do  that,  or  help  you  to  do 
that,  which  has  produced  the  evils  under  which 
we  suffer.  Mosi  willingly  would  we  help  you, if 
you  would  accept  of  the  services  which  could  do 
you  any  good,  but,  should  we  do  as  you  wished, 
we  should  only  sink  you  still  deeper. 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Barnett) 
also  called  for  union,  and  he  used  some  expressions 
immensely  calculated  to  promote  an  object  he 
seemed  most  ardently  to  desire.  He  said  he  would 
administer  hemp  and  confiscation,  and  also  a  new 
specific,  which  I  had  not  before  heard  of — "  Mo- 
hawk tea."  The  first  is  old,  it  has  been  spoken 
formerly  by  a  zealous  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Wright.)  For  the  first  time,  sir.  we  have 
no  particular  longing  at  the  North,  we  should 
not  take  it  kindly  ;  and  ihe  latter,  when  explained, 
•'  powder  and  lead,"  may  be  equally  unacceptable, 
used  as  the  gentleman  means.  We  should  not 
like  a  dose  of  either,  when  administered,  as  was 
intended  by  him,  or  as  was  expressed  by  a  col- 
league of  that  gentleman,  (Mr.  Troup,)  "  to  be 
shot  like  a  dog."  We,  somehow,  have  an  aver- 
sion to  be  forced  to  do  what  we  dislike,  and  it 
will  require,  possibly,  more  force  than  can  be 
raised  on  that  side  to  accomplish  the  object  of 
conciliaiion  by  hanging  or  shooting  us. 

Mr.  MosELEY  said,  he  begged  gentlemen  who 
were  anxious  either  for  the  question  or  the  floor, 
not  to  be  alarmed.  He  would  detain  them  but  a 
very  short  time.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  go 
into  a  particular  consideration  of  the  merits  of 
the  bill.  He  was  satisfied  with  the  discussion  it 
had  already  undergone.  It  had,  in  his  opinion, 
been  most  clearly  shown  that  the  bill  was  uncon- 
stitutional in  its  principles;  odious,  tyrannical, 
and  oppressive,  in  its  provisions,  and  altogether 
unworthy  the  sanction  of  this  House,  as  the  le- 
gislators of  a  free  and  enlightened  people. 

His  object  in  rising  was  principally  to  notice 
some  of  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  gen- 
tlemen in  the  course  of  this  debate.  It  had  been 
repeatedly  stated  and  urged  with  much  confidence 
that  the  war,  in  which  we  are  engaged,  has  been 
as  successful  and  well  conducted  as  could  ration- 
ally be  expected.  And  that  what  little  of  mis- 
fortune had  attended  it,  was  to  be  ascribed  chiefly 
to  Federal  opposition. 


It 
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That  gentlemen  should  predict  favorably  is  not 
extraordinary. -^^Tliey  have    unfortunately   been 
too  raucK  iii   the  habit  oi  doing  this.     But  that 
they  should,  in  the  face  of  surrounding  facts,  boast 
l;of  past  success  and  good  ntianagement.  was  realiy 
more  thaa  ue  should  have  believed. 
;     Suppose,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  that  at  the  time  we 
''were  about  declaring  this  war;  when  so  many  flat- 
»  tering  predictions  were  made  respecting  it  ;  and 
;  A  with  others-  the  one  so  often  mentioned,  that  in  a 
>  very  few  weeks  Canada  would  inevitably  becon- 
*  quered — for  then  it  appeared    to    be  within   the 
T  scope  of  our  vast  designs,  to  conquer  Canada  ;  and 
,.  he  recolle::ted  to  have  heard  geniiemen  expatiate 
jjj  with  great  delight  upon  the  incalculable  advan- 
i.J^iage  which  must  result  from  the  annexation  of 
these  provinces    to  the  United  States; — suppose 
that  some  gentleman  opposed  to  the  war  had  then 
I  risen  in  his  place  and  predicted,  that  you  would 
*iiot  in  the  courseof  three  campaigns,  after  expend- 
^ing  millions  of  money,  and  sacrificing  thousands 
^pf  lives,  be  able  to  obtain  one  fool  of  Canada. 
5|fThat   before  you  could  conquer  Canada  or  any 
{part  of  It,  your  own  capital  would  be  in  possession 
;  A*f  the  enemy,  the  splendid  Hall  you  then  occu- 
'*^ied  reduced  to  ashes,  and  your  Administration, 
jWiih  the  President  at  their  head,  be  seen  flying 
|for  safety  before  the  British.     Nay,  more  sir,  that 
^efore  you  should  have  proceeded  two  years  with 
wriis  just   ai)d    necessary    war,  every    object  lor 
7*whicti  it  w»s  declared  should  be  abandoned,  and 
Ifehat  you  would  b*.*  unable  even  then   to  procure  a 
'*^eace  upon  ?erms  so  humiliating.     Would  not  the 
•£'inan  whoshould  have  made  this  prediction,  which  \ 
CJias  been  laterally  fulfilled,  have  been  pronounced 
j«  madman  or  a  traitor,  unworthy  the  least  regard 
Jt>r  confideucse  ?     And  yet  the  invasion  of  this  city, 
•  with  its  consequent  evils,  are  but  items  in  the  long  [ 

tiisi  of  cala:m|iiies  brought  upon  the  country,  by  the 
war  in  wliic,h  we  are  engaged.  i 

And  what  are  our  future  prospects?     He  said  ' 
[he  fell  no  disposition  to  dwell  upon  the  disasters  ! 
j  ^whichwe  havealready  experienced,  or  lo  magnify  \ 
'  ■Jihose  to  which  we  must  be  exposed  in  its  further  , 
.  *^rogress.     I^^ut  is  it  wise  lo  shut  our  eyes  against 
!  Ljangers  whach  threaten  us?     Are  our  resources  j 
'  fciiore  ample  than  they  have  been  ?     Or  will  they 
I  jfn  the  same  hands  be  more  ably  and  skilfully  ap-  ! 
\'  plied?     Has  the  war  grown  more  popular  as  it 
has  progressed?     Are  the  innumerable  hosts  of 
.ihose  who  hiave  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes, 
and   their  >dicred   honor,  in  support  of  this  war, 
|iow  found  ready  to  step  forward  and  redeem  their 
fcledges?     Or.e    would    have  supposed    from  the 
fjjrofessions  of  patriotic  zeal  and  miliiary  ardor, 
ij[»hich  were,  formerly   witnessed  throughout  the 
J     ijation,  that  upon  the  slighesi  call  the  very  pillars 
[  >^f  tht  earth  would  have  been  shaken  by  the  tramp- 
I  Ring  of  volunteer-^  to  Canada,  or  wherever  their 
y  f^ervices   tnijj;ht  be  needed,  and  for  any  terra  of 
jhjime. 

I  ^  And  what  are  we  now  told,  not  by  those  un- 
[  'friendly  to  the  war,  who  are  charged  with  a  dis- 
l  l^osiiion  to  «mbarrass  every  measure,  and  view 
'  |tjverything  through  the  darkest  medium,  but  by 
'ieotiemen  fpeodly  to  ihe  war  and  zealous  for  its 
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support  ?     Sir,  has  it  not  been  said  upon  this  floor, 
:  that  men   cannot  now  be  induced   by  motives  of 
I  patrioiism,  nor  by  the  immense  bounties  in  money 
I  and  land  oflered,  to  enter  the  service,  and  that  re- 
course must  be  had  lo  coercive  measures,  to  con- 
scription, to  fill  up  your  ranks  ;  that  Congress  had 
I  declared  war,  and  the  people  had  supported  them 
in   that  declaration,  and  that  they  should  now  be 
compelled  to  figlit  whether  they  were  willing  or 
not ;  and  in  pursuance  of  thi.s  principle  is  the  bill 
on  your  table.     Sir.  if  it  has  come  to  this,  if  the 
Government  have  in  the  first  place  to  conquer  the 
\  people,  in   order  to  compel    ihera    to  conquer  a 
'  peace,  their   prospect  of  a  speedy  and   honorable 
termination  of  this  war  i.s.  to  say  the  least,  not 
very  promising. 

If  the  conscription  sy.stem.  even  under  the  mil- 
itary despotism  of  Bonaparte,  was  attended  with 
diflftculties,  he  would  leave  gentlemen  to  judge  of 
ils  probable  result  in  a  Government  where,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  there  remains  some  portion  of  that 
spirit  by  which  their  liberty  and  independence 
was  achieved. 

Mr.  M.  observed,  that  it  was  not  his  object,  as 
he  staled  when  he  rose,  to  detain  the  House  by 
repetition,  for  he  could  add  nothing  to  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  so  ably  urged  against  the 
principles  and  provisions  of  this  bill  by  gentlemen 
who  had  preceded  him.  And  he  would  frankly 
declare  ilial  he  should  nol  vote  for  the  bill  were  it 
ever  so  perfect.  He  had  never  vcied  for  any  bill 
to  raise  men  for  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  and 
he  should  not  tjegm  with  the  present. 

He  knew  it  was  said,  that  the  character  of  the 
war  was  changed,  and   thai  it  had  now  become 
the  duty  of  all  parlies  to  unite  in  its  support.  But 
he  could  perceive  no  change  in  the  character  of 
the  war  or  its  authors,  to  justify  a  change  of  con- 
duct in  those  who  were  originally  opposed  to  it, and 
who  have  uniformly    refused  upon  principle  to 
give  it  their  aid.     Nor  is  their  co-operation  more 
necessary   now.  than  it  has  ever  been.     The  sup- 
plies requisite  for  the  operations  of  Government 
do  not  depend  on  their  votes.     When,  as  was  ob- 
served   by   an    honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr,  Webster.)  "such  a  condition 
of  things  shall  happen,  it  will  bring  its  own  rule 
of  action  along  with  it." 

And  gentlemen  in  vain  attempt  to  ascribe  their 
want  of  success  in  :his  war  lo  any  opposition 
either  in  or  out  of  this  House.  There  has  been 
no  opposition  but  what  they  were  bound  to  expect. 

Is  not  the  majority  in  this  House  suflicienl  to 
control  the  minority  ;  and  to  carry  every  mea- 
sure when  and  how  they  please?  He  said  when, 
because  it  was  well  known  they  possess  and  ex- 
ercise the  power  of  putting  an  immediate  end  to 
debate,  when  from  any  cause  it  becomes  trouble- 
some. They  can  instantly  put  to  silence  every 
argument  ol  their  opponents.  x\oi  by  any  intel- 
lectual efl"orts,  not  by  any  old-fashioned  logical 
process,  but  by  the  magic  power  of  the  previous 
question,  which  proves  at  once— not  what  sonic 
speculative  writers  have  attempted  to  show,  that 
mind  may  become  omnipotent  over  matter;  but 
that  matter  may  be  made  omnipotent  over  mind. 
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Having  obtained  this  species  of  triumph,  gentle- 
men, uo  doubt,  felicitate  themselves  with  the  con- 
clusive inference,  that  they  must  be  right,  when 
nothing  can  be  said  against  them. 

No  sir:  gentlemen,  he  remarked,  must  look  to 
other  causes  than  to  the  oppositiou  of  the  minor- 
ity for  their  want  of  better  success  in  ihis  war  ; 
for  the  deplorable  state  of  their  Treasury,  and  llie 
wretched  condition  to  which  tlie  country  is  re- 
duced. 

But  ;ie  would  venture  to  predict,  if  they  were 
determined  to  prosecute  the  war  by  a  recourse  to 
such  measures  as  are  provided  m  liie  present  bill, 
that  they  would  have  no  occasion  for  future  com- 
mittees of  investigation  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  failure  of  their  arms. 

Mr.  .M.  said  he  meant  no  improper  menace  to 
the  House  ;  but  an  allusion  had  been  made  to  the 
late  public  proceedings  in  the  State  from  which 
he  was  a  Representative,  and  iie  was  sorry  to  say, 
that  he  had  heard  some  expressions  of  a  threat- 
ening nature. 

He  would  assure  gentlemen,  that  there  was  no 
terror  in  their  threats,  to  deter  the  people  of  that 
State  from  any  course  of  duty,  which  they  stiould 
deliberately  prescribe  lo  themselves.  So  long  as 
the  General  Government  shall  respect  their  riglits. 
and  faithfully  discharge  its  duties  towards  them, 
so  long  they  would  not  be  found  wanting  on  their 
part.  But  the  same  principles,  the  ^ame  feelings, 
and,  be  would  beg  leave  to  say.  the  same  intelli- 
gence, which  would  ever  secure  Irom  them  oL»e- 
dience  when  due,  would  prevent  them  at  all  haz- 
ards from  yielding  It  when  arbitrarily  and  uncon- 
stitutionally demanded. 

After  a  short  but  animated  speech  of  Mr.  Joh.n- 
SON  of  Kentucky,  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  the 
question  on  sinking  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  was  decided  m  the  negative,  ayes  44.  And 
ihe  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House;  which  immediately  adjourned. 


Saturday.  December  10. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '"to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  of 
America."  was  read  the  firsi  time,  and,  on  motion, 
Ihe  said  bill  was  read  ihe  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Ihat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  ol 
Grovernment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  dunes  on  carriages  lor  the  conveyance 
of  persons,  and  the  harness  used  therefor,"  with 
amendments  ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

MILITI.\  DRAUGHTS. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Senate's  bill,  to  authorize  the  President  lo  call 
into  service  80,430  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stockto.n  of  New 
Jersey  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 
l3tliGoN.  .3d  Sess.— 27 


On  this  motion  Mr.  Stockton  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  moved  for  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  this  bill  before  the  amendments 
made  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  are 
disposed  of— not  with  any  wish  to  interpose  arti- 
ficial obstructions  to  its  passage  thruugh  the 
House,  but  to  .secure  to  myself  and  to  other  gen- 
tlemen, the  common  privilege  of  expressing  our 
opinions  upon  a  great  political  subject;  a  pre- 
caution made  the  more  necessary  by  the  intima- 
tions thrown  out  yesterday  of  an  intention  of 
stopping  further  discussion  by  a  resort  to  the 
previous  question.  I  can  assure  you,  sir.  that  I 
rise  to  advocate  this  motion  in  no  spirit  of  party 
or  of  opposition;  but  because  I  feel  myself  con- 
strained,  by  all  the  ties  which  bind  me  to  my 
constituents  and  country,  to  make  use  of  every 
exertion  lo  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I 
know  the  difficulties  which  at  ihis  moment  sur- 
round the  Government  and  the  nation.  I  know 
and  I  feel,  as  sensibly  as  any  member  can  feel,  the 
crisis— the  awful  crisis,  at  which  our  public  af- 
fairs have  arrived.  I  know,  sir.  that  we  are  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  a  powerful,  irritated,  and 
revengeful  enemy.  Since  the  lale  despatches 
from  Europe  have  been  submitted  to  us,  I  have 
been  induced  to  believe  that  the  Administration 
could  not  at  this  moment  make  a  just  and  honor- 
able peace  if  it  were  now  really  disposed  so  to 
do.  1  admit  that  there  is  too  much  ground  to 
apprehend  that  if  this  war  is  continued  for  another 
campaign,  it  will  require  a  great  exertion  to 
maintain  the  just  rights  and"  integrity  of  the 
United  States.  I  know  that  our  treasury  is  empty 
and  must  be  filled— that  our  public  credit  is  gone 
and  must  be  restored- that  the  ranks  of  our  army 
are  ihin  and  must  be  increased— all  this  I  know— 
and,  without  stopping  now  to  inquire  why  or 
wherefore  these  things  are.  I  am  ready  to'  act 
accordingly.  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  invita- 
tion of  an  honorable  member  from  Kentucky, 
(.Mr.  DuvALL.)and  to  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the 
public.  I  am  willing  at  this  moment  to  for<Tel 
all  that  I  have  ever  thought  and  believed  of  this 
terrible  war.  I  am  willing  to  forget  ihe  follv 
the  political  insanity,  in  which  it  was  declared—' 
the  neglect,  the  culpable  neglect,  to  provide  the 

necessary  means  of  carrying  it  on— the  waste 

the   profuse  and    shameful   waste  of  blood  and 
treasure,   which   has   marked    its    progress.     Al- 
though   every   event    since   that  fatal"  step   was 
taken  has  confirmed  me  in  these  opinions  I  am 
willing  to  forget  them  all.  and  to  act  as  if'  they 
did  not  exist.     I  am  willing  to  place  them  upon 
the  altar  ol   public  wafety.  and  there  lo  immolate 
them.     I  am  willing,  for  myself,  to  go  further, 
and  to  refrain  from  all  irritating  expressions  in  re- 
ference to  those  who  hold  the  reins  of  Government 
and  control  the  destinies  of  the   nation.     I  most 
sincerely  pray  that  our  gloomy  forebodings  as  to 
the  issue  of  affairs  in  their  hands  may  not  be  re- 
alized—that they  may  be  able  to  extricate  the 
country  Irom  the  dangers  which  surround  it,  and 
to  make  a  speedy,  lasting,  and  honorable  peace. 
I  have  already  acted  in   conformity  with  these 
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professions,  by  roting  during  ihis  session  for 
every  measure  intended  to  increase  your  revenues 
or  armies,  which  appeared  to  roe  to  be  Constitu- 
tional, and  founded  on  principles  of  justice  and 
equality,  and  I  shall  continue  so  to  act.  But. 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  bounds  which  every  man 
of  principle  must  observe.  There  are  some  limits 
which  neither  arguments,  difficulties,  nor  dangers, 
can  induce  me  to  exceed.  The  limits  which  I 
have  pres<!ribed  to  myself  in  providing  for  the 
exigencies!  of  the  day  are  just  and  indispensable — 
they  are,  t»he  Constitution;  the  general  principles 
of  politicjil  expediency;  the  eternal,  immutable 
principles  of  justice,  equal  justice,  to  all  the  com- 
munity. jThese  principles  I  must  and  will  adhere 
10  at  all  hJazardN.  To  me,  sir,  public  wants  can 
Siflbrd  no  linducement  to  vote  for  an  act  which 
my  best  judgment  informs  me  transcends  the 
legitimate  powers  of  Congress.  To  me.  State 
necessity  can  be  no  plea  for  resorting  to  wild  and 
visionary ;  plans,  which,  though  they  may  be 
honestly  iptended  to  redeem  the  public  credit,  I 
conscientii)Usly  believe  will  sink  it  deeper  into 
ruin.  No)",  sir,  will  necessity  ever  induce  me  in 
the  imposition  of  taxes  to  violate  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  equality.  With  these  ex- 
ceptions, I  am  willing  to  go  as  jar  as  any  other 
member  u^  providing  the  proper  means  of  defend- 
ing the  rig|hls  and  interests  ot  these  United  Slates. 
In  regard  to  the  bill  now  on  the  table,  I  have 
read  it  wijh  attention,  bestowing  upon  it  all  the 
consideration  its  importance  demanded.  I  have 
endeavored  to  analyze  its  objects  and  provisions. 
1  have  listj'ned  with  the  most  respectful  attention 
10  everytljing  which  has  been  said  in  its  favor. 
The  resuU  is  a  solemn  conviction  that  we  have 
no  Consiitjutional  right  to  pass  the  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  and  that  It  will  be  destructive  of  the 
best  interests  of  this  country  to  enact  it.  Will 
you  listen?  to  me.  Mr.  Speaker,  whilst  I  slate  as 
concisely  ps  I  can  the  reasons  which  have  in- 
duced me*to  form  this  opinion?  In  performing 
this  task,  il  shall  endeavor  to  adhere  strictly  to 
the  bill.  ^Fhere  are,  indeed,  other  most  import- 
ant matters  intimately  connected  with  it,  which, 
as  parts  oj  the  same  general  plan,  would  be  pro- 
per object^  of  remark;  but  from  these  I  shall  re- 
frain at  pi*esent— I  allude  particularly  to  the  pro- 
posed dj-a|ight  of  the  militia  to  fill  the  ranks  of 
the  regular  army.  On  this  monstrous  device  I 
shall  mal^e  no  remarks  now.  That  bill  may 
never  be  called  up.  It  is  already  damned  in  pub- 
lic estimation  — I  trust  that  it  is  sleeping  the  sleep 
of  death,  jand  thai  it  will  never  be  raised  to 
affright  ajid  afflict  us.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are 
certain  gejieral  principles  which  lie  at  the  bottom 
of  this  subject.  In  a  limited  Government,  such 
as  that  ejtablished  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Spates,  they  may  truly  be  called  funda- 
;  mental,  ^y  some  they  may  be  considered  as  , 
familiar  and  true — and  by  others  as  scarcely  I 
worthy  o^  attention  in  these  enlightened  days.  ' 
But  the  g^eat  men  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  I 
our  independence  and  civil  institutions,  thought  j 
idifferenliyi  They  supposed  that  they  were  all- 
;  important,'    They  believed  that  it  was  always! 


necessary  to  bear  them  in  mind,  and  advisable 
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frequently  to  recur  to  them,  to  keep  this  Govern- 
ment within  its  proper  sphere,  and  to  defend  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.     One  of  these 
general  principles  is,  that  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
eral  Stales   belongs  to  the   people  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  States,  and  not  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates.     I  consider  this,  sir,  as  a 
proposition  too  clear  to  require  illustration,  or  to 
admit  of  doubt.     The  militia  consists  of  the  whole 
people  of  a  State,  or  rather  of  the  whole  male 
population  capable  of  bearing  arms;  including  all 
of  every  description,  avocation,  or  age.     Exemp- 
tion from  militia  duty  is  a  mere  matter  of  grace. 
This  militia,   being  the  very  people,  belongs  to 
the  people  or  to  the  State  governments,  for  their 
use  and  protection.     It  was  theirs  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  under  the  old  Confederation,  and 
when  the  present  form  of  government  was  adopt- 
ed.    Neither  the  people  nor  their  State  govern- 
ments have  ever  surrendered  this  their  property 
in  the  militia  to  the  General  Government,  but 
have  carefully  kept  and  preserved  their  general 
dominion  or  control,  for  their  own  use  protection, 
and  defence.     They  have,  it  is  true,  granted  or  lent 
(if  I  may  use  such  an  expression)  to  Congress  a 
s[)ecial  concurrent  authority  or   power  over  the 
militia  in  certain  cases;  which  cases  are  particu- 
larly set  down,  guarded,  limited,  and  restricted,  as 
fully  as  the  most  scrupulous  caution,  and  the  use 
of  the  most  apt  and  significant  words  our  lan- 
guage affords,  could  limit  and  restrict  them.     The 
people  have  granted  to  Congress  a  right  to  call 
forth  the  miliiia  in  certain  cases  of  necessity  and 
emergency — a  right  to  arm  and  organize  them — 
and  to  prescribe  a  plan,  upon  which  they  shall  be 
disciplined  and  trained.     When  they  are  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United   States  (and  they 
cannot  be  called,  unless  upon  the  happening  of 
one  of  the  contingencies  enumerated)  they  are  to 
be  under  the  command  of  the  President.     Hence 
it  follows  that  the  general  power,  authority,  or 
jurisdiction,  remains  in  the  State  governments. 
A  special,  qualified,  limited,  and  concurrent  power 
is  vested  in  Congres.s,  to  be  exercised  when  the 
event  happens,  and  in  the  manner  pointed  out, 
prescribed,  and  limited  in  the  Constitution.     And 
hence  it  also  follows,  that  this  delegated  power 
cannot  be  executed  upon  any  other  occasion,  nor 
in  any  other  ways  than  those  prescribed   by  the 
Constitution.     There  is  another  general  rule  or 
principle  of  construction  to  which  I  must  allude. 
It  is,  that  all  particular,  special,  and  limited  pow- 
ers, taken   from   or   carved    out  of   the  general 
power,  must  be  construed  strictly.     The  general 
power  remains  in  full  force,  unimpaired,  except 
where  it  is  expressly  granted  away,  and  the  con- 
struction must  be  on  the  words  of  the  grant,  and 
not  by  recurring  to  the  doctrine  of  analogy  or 
parity  of  reason.     This  is  a  rule  applicable  to  all 
grants  of  power,  public  or  private,  but  it  is  par- 
ticularly to  be  attended  to  in  grants  of  public  au- 
thority; and  most  of  all  in  those  solemn  grants 
denominated  constitutions.     These  grant.<«,  being 
from  the  people  to  their  rulers,  are  always  de- 
liberately framed.     They  are  penned  with  the 
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utmost  accuracy  and  precision  of  language.     All 
powers  intended  to  be  granted,  and  those  not  in- 
cluded in  the  terms   made  use  of   are  withheld. 
This  is  not  a  mere  technical  rule  of  the  school- 
men or  the  forum.     It  is  founded  in  reason,  good 
sense,  and  justice;  and   is   all-important   in  the 
construction   of  constitutions.     If   the  words  of 
such  grants  are  departed  from,  upon  any  pretence 
what   safety   do   they   afford?     If  reasoning   by 
analogy  is  once  permitted,  so  that  cases  not'enu- 
merated.  but  supposed  to  stand  upon  a  footing  in 
point  of  reason  and  expediency,  are.  by  liberal 
construction,  held  to  be  included   in  it,  what  se- 
curity IS  there  but  the  discretion  of  those  who  un- 
dertake to  expound  it?     A  constitution  should  be 
considered  as  a  pillar  of  marble,  not  as  a  figure 


of  wax;  It   must  remain   as  it   comes  from  the 
hand  of  the  artist,  and  not  be  moulded  by  offi- 
cious hands  into  a  more  convenient  shape.     The 
rule  I  have  laid  down,  has   been  considered  of 
sufficient   importance   to    be  engrafted   into   the 
Constitution   itself.     The  tenth   amendment,  m 
ordaining  that  "all  powers  not  delegated  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited   by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  and  to  the 
people,"  declares,  in  the  spirit  of  the  rule  I  have 
Slated,  that  all   powers  not  granted  to  the  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitutional  charter,  remain  with 
the  people  or  the  State  governments. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  special,  limited,  concurrent 
power  over  the  militia,  is  given  by  the  States  to 
Congress  only  in  three  cases— '  to  enforce  the 
laws  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasion." 
I  call  it  a  special  concurrent  power,  and  it  is 
clearly  no  more;  for  the  States,  notwithstandincr 
this  grant,  retain  the  power  to  call  forth  iheiT  I 
militia  for  the  same  or  any  other  lawful  purpose. 
There  is,  then,  no  grant  of  absolute  power  even 
in  these  cases;  and  the  people  and  the  State  gov- 
ernments have  not  only  the  right  of  insisting  up- 
on a  strict  observance  of  the  limitation,  but  the 
corresponding  right  to  resist  all  encroachments 

upon  what  they  have  reserved  unto  themselves 

for,  as  It  IS  of  the  very  essence  of  a  limited  gov- 
ernment to  be  kept  within  its  proper  orbit,  so  it 
IS  the  unquestionable  right  and  duty  of  the  people 
to  oblige  those  who  administer  it  to  preserve  this 
boundary,  and  to  resist  and  repel  illegal  encroach- 
ments. 

I  consider  these  principles  to  be  unquestionable. 
Ihey  will,  I  should  hope,  leceive  the  assent  of 
every  gentleman  of  this  House.  Be  this  as  it 
may-,  I  flatter  myself  that  they  will  stand  the  test 
of  the  severest  scrutiny;  and,  being  established, 
the  only  question  must  be,  whether  the  act  now 
under  consideration  is  a  proper  execution  of  the 
limited  authority  vested  in  Congress,  to  'call 
iorth  the  miliiia  to  repel  invasion." 

in  examining  this  question,  I  shall  not  follow 
the  example  which  has  been  set  by  some  of  the 
advocates  for  the  bill;  I  shall  spend  no  time  in 
ransacking  ancient  and  modern  history  for  prece- 
dents or  examples  of  governments  asserting  the 
right  of  making  every  man  a  soldier.  In"  my 
opinion,  it  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  to  examine 
what  was  the  law  in  Greece  or  Rome,  or  what 


ir.l  ,h^'  P'*'""  ""^  ^'""'S^  "I-  o'  of  Bona- 
parte—the  question  is  exclusively  an  Americaa 
question.  I  shall  keep  a  in  mind  that  Tamia 
the  American  Congress,  considering  an  American 
act  to  be  tested  by  the  American  Constitution, 
and  shall   not  trouble  .he   House  ,n  going  ove 

T^Vn  fr"""'*^  "'''^'"'  '"'^  .Dappl,c«ble 
1  he  bi.l  before  us  is  curiously  framed.     There 
IS  little  or  no  coincidence  between  the  title  and 
the  provisions  of  the  bill;  between  the  pretended 
,  and  the  real   objects.     But   its   best  friends  can 
discover  on  y  two  objects  apparent  on  its  face: 
t-irst,  to  call  out  eighty  thousand  militia  for  the 
defence   of   the    frontiers   against    invasion;   or 
secondly  to  compel  these  eighty  thousand  miUtia 
to  furnish  forty  thousand  regular  soldiers 

Supposing  these  to  be  the  real  objects,  and  that 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  adapted  to  them 
u  can  be  easily  proved  that  they  are  unauthorized 
by  the  Constitution.     Let  me  ask,  sir,  what  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  empowers  Congress  to 
call  forth  the  militia  to  defend  the  frontiers  from 
invasion?     None  can  be  produced— and  it  never 
was  the  intention  of  the  people  to  grant  such  a 
power      A  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  "de- 
lend  the  frontiers  against  invasion,"  would   be  a 
general  power  to  make  use  of  the  militia  during 
a  war;  It  would   be  destitute  of  all  substantial 
imitation,  and  might  be  exercised  without  con- 
trol,    buch  a  power,  not  depending  upon  noto- 
rious fact    would  include  in  it  a  right  to  order 
out  the  militia  for  the  common  purposes  of  war- 
when  and  where,  and  lor  as  long  a  time  as  Con- 
gress should  see  fit.     If  Congress  may  call  them 
Iorth  for  the  general  purpose  of  defence,  who  is 
to  judge— who,  but  Itself,  can  judge  of  the  ne- 
cesMty  and  propriety  of  the  call  ?    Such  a  power 
would   necessarily   destroy   those   limitations  so 
carefully  provided,  and  place  the  whole  militia 
of  the  United  Stales  under  the  control  of  the 
General  Government  for  the  general  purposes  of 
war       rhey  might  be  marched  from  the  seaboard 
to  the  northwestern  frontier,  and  there  be  kept 
during  a  war.  doing  duty  as  garrison  soldiers;  or, 
in   other  words,  as    regular   soldiers,   under  the 
pretext  that  they  were  called  forth  to  defend  the 
frontiers.     Indeed,  I  can   see  no   reason  why  if 
this  construction    be  correct,  they  may  not  be 
marched  to  those  remote  regions  before  the  war 
IS  actually  declared;  or   why  they  may  not  be 
kept  there  until  it  ended,     if  the  power  be  that  of 
employing  the  militia  for  the  general  purposes  of 
delence,  where  is  the  necessity  of  waiting  until 
the  war  is  actually  declared  ?     Surely,  a  prudent 
Government  would  not  wait  until  that  event  took 
place,  before  it  provided  the  means  of  defence. 
A  wise  Government,  intending  to  wage  a  war, 
would  be  so  provident  as  at  least  to  place  its 
frontiers  in  a  stale  of  defence,  before  it  drew  the 
sword:  and  as  the  duty  of  defending  the  frontiers 
would  exist  as  long  as  the  war,  it  is  manifest,  if 
the  militia  could  be  called  forth  for  this  general 
purpose,  they  might  be  detained  there  as  long  as 
the  occasion  existed;  or,  in  other  words,  during 
the  war. 

But  no  such  power  is  given,  or  was  intended 
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to  be  give-n.     The  power  actually  given  to  Con- 1  may  be  more  palatable,  and^  for  that  reason,  it 
gress  IS  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion    may  be  more  dangerous.     When  the  oppressor 
— not  to  defend  the  frontiers  from  invasion.    The  •  assumes  the  form  of  a  giant,  he  creates  alarm,  and 
power  claimed    by   this   bill    is,    that   whenever    will  be  sure  to  meet  with  due  opposition.     When 
Congress  think  an  invasion  probable,  they  may    oppression   comes   like  a  mighty   flood   to  over- 
call  forth  the  militia  to  guard  against  it.  ,  whelm  the  privileges  of  the  people,  they  will  not 
The  power  granted  by  the  Constitution  is,  that    fail  to  breast  the  torrent  with  firmness  and  spirit, 
•when  aa  invasion  takes  place,  Congress  may  call    But.   when    he    assumes  a  reasonable    shape— a 
forth  the  militia  to  repel  it.  !  common  form  ; — when  the  measure  carries  with 
The  powers  are  not  the  same,  but  essentially  !  it  the  imposing  pretence  of  public  wants,  or  pub- 
and  substantially  different.     The  one  is  general,    lie  defence;  and,  especially,  when  the    original 
dt?pend.ng  for  its  just  exercise  on  will  and  dis-    plan  is  softened  and  meliorated  in  its  application  ; 
jcretion;   'The  other  is  limited,  guarded  by  ex-    then  we  are  apt  to  comfort  ourselves  that  it  is  no 
•  press  words,  and  defended  against  perversion,  by  '  worse,  and  and  finally  to  disregard  the  dangerous 
'■■  the  requirement  of  a  notorious  fact,  of  the  exist-    principle  that  lurks  beneath. 
'  ence  of  which  the  State  governments  are  as  com-        The  amendment    leaves  the   objection  to  the 
petenl  to  judge  and  decide,  as  the  Government  of  ,  principle  of  the  bill  in  full  force.     Congress  have 
the  Urvitpd  States.  1  it  not  in  their  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  for 
The  power  claimed,  in  its  practical  operation,    a  year,  a  month,  or  a  day.  except  to  repel  inva- 
places  the   militia  of  the  States,  without  limita-  ,  sion.  execute  the  laws,  and  suppress  insurrection, 
lion  as  to  number  or  lime  of  service,  in  the  power  I      It  appears  to  me  that  the  power  now  claimed, 
of  Congress.  '  of  using  the  mililia  of  the  several  States,  for  the 
The    power   granted    only   authorizes    calling  ,  general  purposes  of  war.  under  pretext  of  defend- 
ihem  GUI  on  a  particular  emergency,  which  car-  i  ing  the  frontier  from  invasion,  is  not  only  un- 
ties wrtli  it  its  own   limitation,  both  as  to  num-  '  founded,  in  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  Consli- 
'  bers  and-  time  of  service.  lution.  by  the  words  and  evident  meaning  of  the 
The  power  claimed  subjects  the  militia  to  the  j  granting  clause,  but   that  it   is  inconsistent  with 
general  duty  and  service  of  the  war.     It  makes    other  parts  of  the  charter;  that  it  reverses  the 
them,  iri  truth,   regulars,  though  they  are  called     whole  plan  or  s^cheme  of  Government;  desiroy- 
militia  ;  for  the  President  may  command  them  to    ing  its  symmetry,  and  removing  some  of  its  most 
perform  every  service  without  restriction,  and  at    important  balances  and  checks, 
any  place.  One  principal  and  avowed  object  of  the  Fed- 
!       The  power  granted  preserves  the  essential  qual-    eral  Constitution  was,  to  provide  for  the  public 
I  ity  of  being  called  out  in  aid  of  a  regular  army,    defence,  and  to  take  that  duty  from  the  individual 
1   upon  tiioconteraplatcd  emergency  happening,  and  I  States,  and  impose  it  upon  the  General  Govern- 
of  returning  to  their  homes  as  soon  as  the  emer-  i  ment.     Experience,  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
:   gency  his  cea-ed.                                                            lution.  had  taught  how  little  the  State  Govern- 
The  power  claimed  subjects  the  citizen  to  be  j  meniswere  to  be  relied  on  to  perform  this  irapori- 
\   made  a  soldier  without  his  consent,  for  any  length    ant  task.     It  had  been  found  that  acting  without 
j    of  time;     For  whether  he  shall  serve  one  year,  1  obligatory  union,  oftentimes  under  the  influence 
or  two,  or  ten.  or  during  a  war.  is  admitted  to  be  i  of  narrow,  interested  politics,  they  were  not  to  be 


V» 


only  a  matter  of  sound  discretion. 

Tht*  power  granted  leaves  him  all  his  rights  as 
a  citizen  ;  guards  and  protects  him  in  the  service 


trusted  for  steady  efforts,  proportionate  to  relative 
ability,  or  to  the  interests  which  they  had  at  stake. 
The  people  had  become  tired  of  a  Government  of 


required  ;  calls  him  to  arms  to  repel  an  invader  ;  |  requisitions,  which  could  not  be  enforced.     They 


J    and,  frs  soon  as  he  is  repelled,  returns  the  citizen 

•    to  his  family. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  consider  the  claim  now  for  the 
first  tfoie  set  up  by  the  General  Government  to 
the  pcruonal  j^ervice  of  t-very  citizen — subjecting 
him  to  be.  made  a  soldier,  under  the  pretence  of 
defending  against  invasion,  and  binding  him  to 
military  service  whether  it  happens  or   not,  and 


called  for  one,  which,  acting  immediately  on  the 
population,  would  possess  the  power  of  securing 
due  respect  to  its  own  Constitutional  demands. 
Hence  they  imposed  the  great  duty  of  public  de- 
fence on  the  General  Government,  and  furnished 
it  with  most  ample  means  to  enable  it  to  perform 
the  service  required.  They  endowed  it,  not  only 
j  with  the  high  powers  of  making  war  and  peace, 


•fter  tUe  enemy  is  expelled,  as  entirely  unwar-  but  with  those  also  of  raising  regular  armies,  and 
ranted,  -M^hether  we  regard  the  words  of  the  Con-  j  of  imposing  taxes.  Thus  it  became  invested  with 
stitutio'ial  i'rant,  or  the  manifest  intention  of  its  j  the  great  powers  of  the  sword  and  the  purse,  of 
makers.     The  people  have  never  vested  such  a  I  raising  men  and  money,  without  limitation, as  to 


power  'in  Congress — they  have  reserved  it  to 
them•;e^ves,  or  it  is  deposit- d.  together  with  the 
general  mass  of  sovereignty,  in  the  Slate  Govern- 
ments. • 

The  noxious  illegal  character  of  this  bill  is  not 
at  all  tiken  away  or  altered  by  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee,  requiring  only  a  service  of 
one  yej^r  instead  of  two.  It  is  true,  that  it  allevi- 
ates ils  harshness:  it  will  be  less  oppressive.     It 


number  or  sum  ;  having  no  bounds  but  the  public 
wants,  and  the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
Having  thus  provided  and  vested  in  the  Federal 
Government,  all  the  means  requisite  to  the  great 
end  in  view,  the  State  Governments  are  absolved 
from  the  general  duty,  and  are  merely  required 
to  furnish  their  militia  to  aid  in  repelling  an  in- 
vader. It  is  evident,  then,  to  me.  that  the  Con- 
stitution  contemplated   a   regular   army  as    the 
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steady  and  proper  means  of  public  defence  in  time 
of  war ;  the  militia  as  a  temporary  auxiliary  force, 
to  be  called  in  aid.  on  emergency  or  sudden  onset. 
But  the  plan  of  this  bill  reverses  everything.  In- 
stead of  the  Federal  Government  providing  for  the 
public  defence,  by  the  means  surrendered  to  it ; 
instead  of  raising  armies,  to  defend  the  States,  in 
a  war  declared  by  itself — it  calls  on  the  Stales  to 
defend  the  Union.  The  militia  of  the  particular 
States  must  be  called  forth  to  defend  the  United 
States.  The  militia  is  converted  into  the  regular 
force,  the  regulars  into  the  auxiliary  ! 

The  experience  of  the  Revolution  and  the  pa- 
ternal warnings  of  their  illustrious  Chief  had 
further  taught  the  people,  that  militia  were  not 
to  be  relied  on  in  a  war  with  a  foreign  Power; 
that  ihey  were  a  most  expensive  and  ineffectual 
force;  that  every  principle  of  sound  policy  for- 
bade their  being  called  from  their  occupations  and 
business,  to  be  made  soldiers  ;  nevertheless,  their 
usefulness  in  aiding  a  regular  army,  on  sudden 
emergency,  had  oftentimes  been  experienced,  and 
was  well  known.  The  plan,  therefore,  was  to  de- 
fend the  country,  in  case  of  foreign  war,  by  regu- 
lars, and  to  add  the  qualified  authority,  to  call 
forth  the  militia,  on  the  emergency  contemplated. 
This  was  a  wise  and  safe  course,  and  it  is  folly 
and  weakness  in  the  extreme  to  attempt  to  alter  it. 

There  was  also  a  further  reason  for  leaving  the 
general  authority  over  the  militia  in  the  State 
governments,  and  denying  it  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment;— that  it  might  be  a  check  upon  the 
great  powers  of  war  and  peace,  sword  and  purse, 
thus  surrendered  to  the  General  Government. 
The  Federal  Government  is  not  only  a  limited 
Government,  but  it  is  furnished  with  its  balances 
and  checks.  It  was  framed  upon  the  principle, 
that  no  set  of  men  can  be  safely  trusted  with 
power,  without  some  means  left  elsewhere  to 
keep  it  within  proper  bounds.  It  was  this  proud 
principle  of  jealousy  of  power,  wherever  it  might 
be  deposited,  that  produced  the  Revolution.  That 
great  event  was  not  so  much  brought  about  by 
actual  oppression,  as  by  the  assertion  of  princi- 
ples which  were  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  free- 
men. So  thought  the  great  men  who  formed 
and  adopted  this  Constitution.  They  were  high- 
minded  republicans  in  deed,  and  not  merely  in  the 
name.  Tlieir  political  creed  was,  that  no  set  of 
men  were  to  be  trusted  with  discretionary  pow- 
ers. They  knew  that  paper  limitations  were  use- 
less, unless  accompanied  by  the  means.  Hence 
they  denied  some  powers  to  the  General,  and  some 
to  the  State  Governments.  They  limited  others  ; 
and  when  they  bestowed  general  powers  on  the 
Federal  head,  the  means  of  a  wholesome  control 
was  left  with  the  people  and  the  State  Govern- 
ments. But  these  salutary  principles  are  now  out 
of  fashion.  They  are  eillier  unknown,  forgotten, 
or  disregarded.  The  plan  of  the  Republican  Ad- 
mini^itraiion  has  been  evidently  to  accumulate 
power  in  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  President  down  to  the  lowest  col- 
lector, or  tax  gatherer.  Scarcely  is  a  bill  reported 
upon  any  subject,  relating  either  to  war  or  reve- 
nue, which  does  not  contain  some   covert  attack 


on  the  unquestionable  rights  of  a  free  people. 
It  is  manifest  to  me  that  the  Constitution  con- 
tains no  grant  of  the  militia  to  the  Federal  Got- 
ernmeni  for  the  general  purpose  of  even  defensive 
war.  When  this  instrument  was  before  the  peo- 
ple, such  a  power  as  is  now  contended  for  waa 
never  attributed  to  it,  either  by  its  enemies  or  its 
friends.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  great  and 
dangerous  powers  actually  granted  by  ir,  such  as 
those  of  making  war  and  peace,  raising  armies, 
and  imposing  taxes,  were  objected  to  by  honest 
and  enlightened  opposers,  the  answer  was  (and  it 
is  a  sound  one  if  the  Constitution  is  executed  in 
its  true  sense  and  spirit)  that  there  was  a  sufficient 
security  against  abuses  in  the  habits  of  the  peo- 
ple, their  aversion  from  war,  and  their  spirit  of 
liberty  ;  but  especially  in  the  State  Governments, 
and  their  militia.  And  I  might,  with  perfect 
safety,  hazard  the  assertion,  that  if  the  power,  now 
contended  for,  to  call  forth  the  whole  militia  for 
the  general  purposes  of  war,  without  any  regard 
to  the  Constitutional  limitation,  or  to  lirae  or 
place  of  service,  had  been  inserted  in  plain  terras 
in  the  charter,  it  would  have  been  rejected. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  perhaps  it  may  be  demanded 
of  me  whether  the  militia  may  not  be  called  forth 
until  an  invasion  actually  takes  place.  It  may 
be  asked,  must  the  Government  wait  until  the 
enemy  lands  upon  our  shores,  before  it  can  resort 
to  this  force?  Upon  this  point  I  would  answer, 
that  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1795,  to  carry 
into  effect  that  part  of  the  Constitution  now  under 
consideration,  places  this  subject  on  its  proper  foot- 
ing. The  act  authorizes  the  President  to  call 
forth  the  militia  in  case  of  invasion,  or  imminent 
danger  of  invasion.  This,  in  terms,  isanexiensioa 
of  ihe  provisions  of  the  instrument,  and  it  cer- 
tainly goes  to  the  very  verge  of  the  Constitutional 
limit ;  but  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  it  is  a  sound 
exposition  of  its  true  intent  and  meaning.  The 
words  of  this  law,  not  to  be  found  in  the  Consti- 
tioo,  are  these — "imminent  danger  of  invasion," 
and  they  seem  to  have  been  carefully  selected  for 
their  accuracy  and  precision.  By  imminent  dan- 
ger is  meant — impending,  threatening  danger — 
danger  at  hand.  It  does  not  include  danger  only 
expected,  or  probable,  resulting  from  a  general 
state  of  war.  For  instance,  it  is  no  such  emer- 
gency as  is  provided  for  in  the  Constitution,  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  nation, 
and  that  there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  she  will 
invade  some  part  of  our  territory.  This  would 
induce  a  provident  Administration  to  have  a  good 
army  in  the  field,  but  does  not  authorize  ordering 
the  militia  into  actual  service.  But,  if  the  Presi- 
dent were  now  in  possession  of  information,  that 
a  large  expedition  had  been  prepared  for  and  was 
on  Its  way  to  attack  New  Orleans,  (as  we  have 
reason  to  believe  he  is,)  he  need  not  delay  his  call 
on  the  mililia  until  the  enemy  shall  arrive,  but  he 
may  lawfully  call  on  those  of  the  couiiguoas 
States,  to  meet  and  repel  that  invasion,  when- 
ever the  enemy  shall  make  his  appearance.  So, 
if  a  fleet  should  arrive  at  Sandy  Hook,  or  at  the 
Capes  of  the  Delaware;  it  might  require  a  long 
time  to  enable  them   to  get  up  and  land  their 


^i 


i   ' 


i 


843}| 
— \l 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


844 


H.  <jt?R. 


Militia  Draughts. 


December.  1S14. 


ig  on  the  (ircurustance  that  the  enemy  are 
p'jjsession  of  ^ome  part  of  the  territory  of  the 


trot|li>    Still  the  Prpsfdent  BMd  not  wait  aotil 

theiyiliave  landed  ;  because  these  are  cases  of  ia- 
▼a^i  ci.  or  of  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  within 
thfl(  yu^  nieaningof  the  words  of  the  Constitution. 

'flN  statute  (if  1795  asserts  no  power  to  call 
for4l|lEie  militia  for  the  general  purposts  of  war, 
or  if  itefend  thefrontiers ;  but  only  to  repel  in- 
vasiSii  actuallv  made  or  depending.  Yet  this 
staiiif  was  draw'n  with  the  utmost  care,  and  was 
don^ijfcss  ioten.Jttd  to  occupy  all  the  ground  given 
to  iii-jGeneral  Ciovernment  by  the  Constitution, 
as  itfvfris  then  utiderstood.  It  is  entitled  to  the 
ut[]t4|  respect  aiid  weight,  as  a  Legi.^lative  dec- 
larfti»|n  huw  far  this  right  exteuds,  and  what  are 
its  ji&i  limits. 

ttfi  unnecess;iry  to  detain  the  House  in    re- 
m^riijn; 
in  p'If« 

Uni*U  States.  a<<  that  circumstance  can  afford  no 
aid  V^  this  bill,  and  indeed  does  not  seem  to  be 
mucii. relied  on.  None  of  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  |r^  adapted  to  that  case.  It  is  not  designed 
to  ♦♦^Hle  the  Prtisident  to  call  forth  the  militia  to 
expij  tjiem.  The  existing  laws  are  already  fully 
couikt^nt  to  thiis  end.  He  may  call  forth  the 
miifiato  repel  ifhis  invasion.  But  the  object  of 
thi!':J.ili  IS  to  for*i  a  militia  armament,  not  to  ex- 
pel »fte  invaders,  but  to  serve  for  one  year.  The 
eneMi^.is  left  in 'quiet  possession  of  what  he  has 
takt^l.  and  this  jirmy  is  to  be  raised  to  carry  on 
the  *4r  as  the  President  shall  direct.  It  may  be 
matC^ied  into  Canada,  leaving  the  invaders  be- 
hin.,>.  JBut  more  of  this  hereafter. 

Aj  {(>  the  second  object  of  this  bill,  which  is  to 
induic';this  corps  of  80,000  militia  to  furnish 
40,0^1  jegiilars;  to  be  sure  it  does  not  figure  in 
the  '  iue  of  the  ;;ct ;  yet  it  has  been  avowed  by 
niaiV  ^entlemtrn  to  be  the  real  object  which  this 
bill    i  ;o  attain.  . 

I  aiinot  avoid  remarking,  how  admirably  the 
till*  >ff  this  act  lias  been  contrived,  to  give  notice 
of  afaalter  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  bill— 
tharjiSja  plan  t(j  defend  the  frontiers  against  in- 
yasrin.  and  to  cpnceal  what  it  does  remain,  an 
illeAl  device  to  .compel  the  militia  to  furnish  re- 
cru»  for  the  rj-gular  army.  But  surely  those 
gen  Jeinen  who  i-xcused  themselves  in  voting  for 
It,  alb^ugh  iht-yjacknowledge  that  it  is  no  militia 
bill.jecause  it  f.^ords  a  prospect  of  supplying  the 
ranlr  of  the  reiiular  army;  surely  such  gelitle- 
mcDttiave  not  ci)nsidered,  that  if  Congress  have 
no  rTjht  to  call  tbr  the  militia  as  this  bill  does  call 
for  1,  lem,  neither  can  it  possess  even  a  pretence 
of  r^  ;hi  to  require  iliem  to  furnish  regulars,  as  the 
conV  nutation  piwposed  for  the  militia  service. 
But;  f  there  is  ap  right  to  require  the  principal 
duty  there  can  be  none  to  require  the  substitute. 
If  I*  e  obligaiion|  to  serve  in  the  militia,  as  this 
bill  ,  et^uires,  dbt^  not  exist,  the  alternative  ought 
not  y  t  exist.  Tt(is  need  only  be  stated  to  receive 
the  ,  ssent  of  evj'ry  just  man  in  the  community. 
The.  .  to  demaati  by  law  what  we  have  no  right 
to  (]|,naod— to  ^inpose  on  the  people  a  burden 
whic.i  we  have;no  right  to  impose,  and  oblige 
thetni  to  perform  it,  or  to  provide  a  substitufe, 
will  kt  once  giy^!  to  the  whole  process  the  char- 
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acter  of  illegal  compulsion.  To  class  the  militia 
for  purposes,  not  within  our  control ;  to  require 
of  them  a  service,  which  they  are  not  bound  to 
perform;  and  then  to  excuse  them  if  they  will 
furnish  half  the  number  of  regular  soldiers — what 
is  this  but  coercion  ?  what  is  this  but  classing  the 
militia,  and  draughting  them  to  furnish  recruits  for 
the  regular  army?  It  becomes  conscription; 
which  IS  nothing  more  than  obliging  men  to  serve 
in  the  army,  or  to  furnish  others  to  serve,  without 
their  consent,  and  without  the  authority  of  Con- 
stitutional law.  It  is  conscription  of  the  most  odi- 
ous character.  The  form  and  shape  given  to  it 
are  the  most  offensive  that  could  be  proposed  to 
a  free  people.  It  is  concealed  and  covert — it  is 
injustice  perpetrated  under  the  pretence  and  color 
of  rightful  authority. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  are  then  reduced  to  this 
dilemma.  If  the  bill  is  really  a  miliiia  bill,  it  is 
unconstitutional,  and  should  be  rejected.  If  it  is 
not  a  militia  bill,  (as  some  of  the  majority  have 
contended.)  but  the  real  object  is  to  obtain  regulars, 
this  is  still  more  objectionable,  and  should  receive 
no  countenance  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  My  observations  will 
be  general.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  with 
decending  to  particulars.  And  I  cannot  refrain 
from  again  remarking  on  the  title  of  this  bill— its 
deceptive  form  and  character.  It  affects  to  in- 
form the  reader  that  he  may  within  expect  to  find 
a  plan  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  defend  the 
frontiers  againt  invasion,  and  yet  there  is  not 
a  single  provision  to  be  found  in  the  enacting 
clauses  adapted  to  such  an  object.  The  plan 
which  the  bill  developes  is.  to  class  the  militia, 
under  the  direction  and  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent. They  are  then  to  be  draughted.  Those  se- 
lected are  to  be  organized  into  regiments  and  bri- 
gades, and  are  to  pass  at  once  into  the  United 
States  service.  There  is  no  provision  regulating 
the  particular  service  upon  which  they  are  to  be 
employed  ;  there  is  nothing  to  confine  the  service 
to  the  Constitutional  emergencies,  to  repel  inva- 
iion>,  to  execute  the  laws,  or  to  suppress  insur- 
rections. But  the  men  are  put  under  martial  law 
and  must  serve  as  they  shall  be  ordered.  The 
bill  pursues  no  plan  of  a  militia  law  heretofore 
passed.  It  has  not  a  militia  feature  in  it;  but  on 
the  contrary  prostrates  at  once  all  their  rights  and 
privileges.  It  may,  sir,  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
proposition,  that  a  bill  profes^ing  to  be  a  militia 
bill,  but  which  disregards  and  destroys  all  the  es- 
sential qualities  of  the  militia  armament,  which 
deprives  the  militiaman  of  inherent  fundamental 
rights,  rights  always  acknowledged  and  possessed, 
cannot  be  consistent  with  the  Constitutional  pow- 
ers of  this  Government.  The  rights  of  the  mili- 
tia were  long  known  and  universally  acquiesced 
•D)  before  this  Government  acquired  its  qualified 
jurisdiction  over  them.  They  claimed  and  exer- 
cised these  righisduring  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Congress  received  the  powers  it  possesses 
subject  to  these  privileges.  They  are  founded  in 
justice,  and  in  the  intrinsic  nature  of  a  force  cona- 
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posed  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  Tbey 
are  supported  by  prescription  or  constant  usage. 
When  I  speak  of  militia  rights.  1  mean  these :  to  be 
called  out  for  short  periods  of  emergency;  to  be 
taken  from  places  contiguous,  and  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  elsewhere;  to  serve  only  in  just 
rotation  with  others.  An  act  which  violates  all 
tliese  principles  may  be  safely  called  no  militia 
law,  but  an  unconstitutional  requisition. 

When  the  bill  came  from  the  Senate,  the  term 
of  service  required  by  it  was  two  years.  We  have 
reduced  it  to  one.  The  principle  however  is  not 
changed.  The  obligation  to  serve  is  absolute,  per- 
emptory, unconditional.  There  is  no  one  provi- 
sion limiting  the  service  by  any  contingency.  If 
the  enemy,  lu  one  month  after  this  force  shall  bo 
organized,  should  be  driven  to  the  walls  of  (Que- 
bec, or  besieged  in  Halifax,  still  the  militiaman 
must  be  a  soldier.  What  section  of  the  Consti- 
tution, let  me  ask.  authorizes  ttiis  ?  What  letter 
of  that  instrument  enables  Congress  to  fix  any 
absolute  time  of  service  ?  The  legal  call  is  to  re- 
pel invasion.  It  carries  with  it  its  own  limitation. 
The  obligation  to  serve  lasts  so  long,  and  no  longer, 
as  the  particular  invasion  for  which  the  ser- 
vice IS  required  exists.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  act  of  1795.  before  alluded  to,  contains  no  pro- 
vision asceriaining  how  long  the  militia  called 
forth  to  serve  in  the  cases  stated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, shall  serve;  it  leaves  it  in  this  respect  as  it 
ougiit  to  be  left,  to  the  intrinsic  limitation  of  the 
granting  clause.  But  it  ordains  that  they  shall 
not  be  required  to  serve  more  than  three  months 
in  any  one  year  ;  thereby  guarding  and  protecting 
this  essential  quality  of  militia  service.  This  is 
a  correct  exposition  of  the  limited  Constitutional 
grant.  The  words  of  that  charter  carried  with 
them  the  intended  limitation,  and  therefore  it 
was  unnecessary  to  insert  another.  But  as  it 
might  so  happen,  that  invasion,  or  one  of  the  other 
exigencies,  miglit  endure  longer  than  a  militia- 
man ought  to  be  compelled  to  serve,  care  was 
taken  that  they  should  not  on  any  pretence  be 
required  to  serve  for  more  than  three  months  out 
of  twelve. 

There  appears  to  me  to  exist  no  right  to  fix  the 
time  of  service  but  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  day  beyond  which  they  shall  not  be  required 
to  serve.  The  period  of  service  which  the  Gov- 
ernment may  rightfully  demand,  is  quite  another 
thing,  and  depends  entirely  on  the  exigency  out 
of  which  the  right  to  call  them  forth  may  arise. 
If  the  call  is  to  enforce  the  laws,  the  right  of 
service  ceases  when  the  empire  of  the  laws  are 
restored.  If  to  suppress  insurrections  ;  when  the 
insurgents  are  quelled.  If  to  repel  invasions; 
when  the  invader  is  driven  back.  If  prudence — 
if  reasons  of  State,  or  alleged  necessity,  require 
a  long  period  of  service,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
the  Slate  Legislature.  Tiie  State  governments 
are  absolute,  except  where  they  are  controlled  by 
their  own  constitutions.  They  may  safely  be 
trusted — they  would  co-operate  with  the  General 
Governnr-'n  m  all  necessary  measures  of  defence 
as  long  •-  .iiai  Government  respected  their  rights, 
and  performed  its  relative  duties. 


The  next  characteristic  privilege  of  the  mili- 
tia is  to  be  taken  from  a  State  contiguous  to  that 
where  service  is  required  ;  and  how  is  this  to  be 
secured  ?  There  is  but  one  method  of  effecting 
it — adhere  to  the  Constitution  ;  construe  it  ac- 
cording to  iis  words  and  plain  intent;  confine 
tlie  power  of  Congress  to  call  forth  the  militia  to 
the  enumerated  cases;  do  this,  and  this  impor- 
tant privilege  is  secured.  These  are  ail  the  cases 
of  emergency.  If  the  militia  cannot  be  called 
forth  until  the  emergency  exists,  then  they  must 
necessarily  be  taken  from  the  contiguous  neigh- 
borhoods or  States.  But,  as  I  have  before  stated, 
this  bill  contains  no  provision  that  the  militia 
shall  not  be  called  into  actual  service  until  the 
exigencies  occur;  nor  that  they  shall  be  called 
from  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  neighboring  States^ 
but  they  are  left  in  these  important  respects  alto- 
gether in  the  power  of  the  President.  The  rules 
of  martial  law  will  oblige  them  to  obey.  They 
may  be  marched  from  Maine  to  Louisiana. 
There  i>  no  limitation  in  regard  to  the  place 
where  the  service  is  to  be  performed.  In  the  bill, 
as  it  came  to  us.  there  was  a  section  restraining 
the  right  of  service  to  the  Slate  from  whence  the 
militia  came,  or  to  the  next  adjoining;  but  this 
we  have  stricken  out,  thereby  declaring  our  opin- 
ions to  be  that  khe  power  is  unlimited  in  this 
particular,  and  they  may  rightfully  be  sent  any- 
where. As  the  bill  now  stands,  under  the  spe- 
cious pretext  of  defending  the  frontiers,  the  mili- 
tia of  New  Jersey  may  be  marched  to  Detroit  or 
to  Maine  ;  acting  on  the  favorite  maxim  of  the 
Administration,  that  the  United  States  must  be 
defended  in  Canada,  that  the  invasion  of  that 
country  is  a  measure  purely  defensive,  these 
troops  may  be  ordered  to  Quebec  or  Montreal. 
And  if  they  refuse  to  pass  the  frontiers  they  are 
called  forth  to  defend,  they  may  be  shot  as  muti- 
neers. It  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  to  say,  that 
the  President  will  exercise  a  sound  discretion, 
and  will  not  order  these  men  to  serve  at  a  greac 
distance  from  their  homes.  If  the  Constitution 
has  not  subjected  the  militia  to  the  discretion  of 
the  President,  we  have  no  right  to  do  so  by  law. 
What  a  freeman  may  claim  as  an  undoubted 
right,  he  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  receive  as 
a  favor. 

This  bill  also  destroys  the  great  principle  of 
rotation,  by  which  I  mean  the  important  privi- 
lege of  every  freeman,  not  to  be  subject  to  mili- 
tary service,  but  in  a  just  proportion  of  time 
with  other  freemen  of  his  vicinage.  This  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  most  important  privilege. 
The  militia  consists  of  all  the  people — the  entire 
male  population.  They  have  their  rights,  not 
only  as  between  them  and  the  Government,  but 
as  between  each  man  and  the  residue.  All  can- 
not be  called  forth  at  a  time,  or  the  country  would 
become  a  desert.  Hence  the  right  of  each  man 
is,  that  he  shall  only  be  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice in  just  rotation  with  all  others.  To  declare 
by  law  that  one  class  shall  absolutely  serve  for 
one,  two,  or  ten  years,  is  entirely  unjust  and  ille- 
gal. Substantially,  it  makes  them  regular  sol- 
diers.    Suppose  the  war  should   terminate  with 
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class   will    have  borne  thp 


fyear.    thenf  one    class 

;it  burden.  *!Vo  such  injustice  lakes  place  if 
ise  them  asjmilitia  ought  to  be  used  If  we 
rre  their  services  according  to   the  intrinsic 

[te   of  the    force,  and  as   the   rules  of  justice 

lire,  all  willjbe  right.  They  should  be  ordered 

i'if)r  short  peijods,  and  be  often  relieved  durin? 

[(ppaign,  so^hat  no  one  class  should  be  com- 
l«d  to  serve  Sor  a  longer  time  than  its  equal 
at  of  duty  m%y  demand.  Let  it  not  be  urged 
thai  »o  short  a  sA^'rvice  will  prevent  their  improve- 
meitlin  the  military  art.  The  error  is.  in  requi- 
ripff  ()f  the  mjl^ia  a  service  to  which  they  are 
inc^upelent.  a«id  for  which  they  were  never 
dt^.i^ned.  The'  milii:a  were  not  intended,  and 
shpi^M  never  bQ  relied  on  to  fight  pitched  battles 
wif^.a  disciplini'd  foe.  They  are  only  calculated 
to-^f^jTe  as  an  ii|regular  auxiliary  force,  to  harass 
■q^  |i;istress  tl>e  enemy  upon  a  sudden  onset. 
Tji^ifooner  !h>y  are  brought  into  action  after 
th.^il«?ave  th'.'ij;  bonus  the  better.  They  must 
haij'  brave  meh  to  command  them,  and  be  em- 
ployed in  ih(t  r^ervice  suited  to  their  nature  and 
ge^iU;*.  In  a  sirv:ce  adapted  to  them  they  will 
reip}fr  essential  aid.  Thus  employed,  they  dare 
to  fellow  wherever  their  officers  dare  to  lead.  In 
a  c^jip  they  w^ll  learu  little  that  is  good;  there 
P*"Sj«ps  you  ^^^  discipline  select  corps  composed 
of' ;|ie  flower  o>"  your  youth,  but  the  militia  e?i 
rnfts^e  will  lear^  lifile  else  than  bad  habits,  and 
to  i^torae  dijg^sted  with  your  service.  Let  us 
Ihi^  abandon  t^e  vain  expectation  of  compelling 
tbi-  qtlilia  'to  {iff  the  duty  and  supply  the  place ol" 
re^T*|tars.  Let  tis  respect  their  rights,  and  they 
WifVbc  more  uieful.  If  we  trample  their  privi- 
leges under  foot,  they  will  be  less  dangerous  to 
tbt  «nemy  th^i^to  their  oppressors. 

,\l  js  most  wo»thy  of  remark,  that  in  the  act  of 
lit*,  ; all  tlit^t*  essential  characteristics  of  the 
nii'.joa  force  aire  carefully  preserved.  That  act 
pii-^jlOesthat  they  shall  be  called  from  the  parts 
lrt<ttt;rontigu'>u»  to  the  place  of  danger.  That 
tlj4'  ihall  not  sVve  more  than  three  months  in 
a$^J^ue  year,  apd  each  man  only  in  due  rotation 
iVH|r^very  ottir-r  able-bodied  man  of  the  battalion 
to-  \/hich  he  belongs.  This  act  is  entitled,  as  I 
bfff^cQ  remarked,  to  thf-  most  profound  respect,  as 
a|,>ijrect  exposition  of  the  Constitutional  powers 
o{  fc]«c  Federiil /Government  over  the  militia  of 
tl?eji5tates,  n(iti)nly  bt'cause  it  was  enacted  while 
WASHINGTON  was  President  and  Hamilton  his 
UMi||«ellor.  buCfrom  other  circumstances.  It  is 
law.  ;»  former  act,  passed  in  1792.  bad 
•d  (iepctive.  It  was  enacted  at  a  time 
Government  would  naturally  be  dis- 
pg!;d  to  execu'e  all  the  authority  vested  in  it; 
dcrj:tiy  alter  t|ie  formidable  insurrection  in  the 
wy«!efn  couiltijjs  of  Pennsylvania  was  crushed, 
afl^tvhen  a  fojeign  war  had  been  recently  ei- 
is  V  precedent  well  worthy  to  be  fol- 
of  Uie  years  its  principles  have  been 

^  •     Tjhe  time  of  service  has  been  dou- 

blr  <  .by  acts  already  passed.  Now  we  are  to 
qtj^ifwple  It.  We  have  rejected  or  disregarded 
Jt«>|l4er  wholfsome  provisions  and  restraints- 
auv'i'^ldly  deoiiiDd  an  entire  authority  and  con- 


ai)^  ^hen  a 
Pfj«*i..     It 
lo|ta(j.  but  ( 
di-V  jjarded. 


trol  over  the  male  population  of  the  country. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  It  is  apparent  to  me  that  this 
bill  not  only  destroys  the  characteristic  principles 
of  the  militia  force,  but  that  it  prostrates  at 
once  the  important  personal  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  also  of  our  State  governments. 

This  bill  will  deprive  all  the  citizens  who  shall 
fall  under  the  draughts  of  their  dearest  personal 
rigliis.  You  force  them  against  their  will  to  be 
soldiers  for  a  whole  year.  You  drag  them  from 
their  wives,  their  children,  their  occupations, 
their  professions  and  trades.  You  consign  them 
to  the  camp,  and  to  the  hardships  and  toils  of  a 
common  soldier.  You  ruin  them.  Take  the 
farmer  from  his  plough  ;  the  tradesman  from  his 
shop  ;  the  laborer  from  his  employment,  and 
what  but  ruin  can  await  men  of  moderate  means 
and  large  families,  depending  upon  daily  industry 
for  maintenance  and  support?  When  they  re- 
turn, at  the  close  of  the  year,  they  will  find  their 
farms  unproductive  and  in  ruins;  their  custom- 
ers gone  ;  their  business  passed  away  into  other 
hands,  and  their  families  in  want.  What  will 
become  of  men,  with  small  means,  dependent 
upon  daily  and  steady  exertions?  What  will 
become  of  tenants  who  cultivate  the  lands  of 
other  men?  Of  the  mechanics  or  laborers  on 
whom  this  lot  may  fall  ?  They  will,  I  repeat  it, 
be  ruined.  Besides,  while  we  thus  injure  and 
destroy  their  families,  we  at  the  same  time  make 
slaves  of  them.  We  deprive  them  for  a  year  of 
the  inestimable  right  of  civil  liberty;  we  place 
them  under  martial  law;  expose  them  to  mili- 
tary tribunals — to  ignominious  punishment — per- 
haps to  death  itself,  for  asserting  what  they  be- 
lieve to  be  their  inalienable  right.  You  make 
them  slaves  to  their  officers,  many  of  whom  will 
be  their  inferiors  in  worth  and  standing  in  soci- 
ety ;  fjerhaps  to  b«ardless  boys,  who,  having  never 
been  taught  themselves  to  obey,  are  sure  to  be 
insolent  and  overbearing  in  command. 

Such  will  be  the  inevitable  fate  of  your  mili- 
tia soldiers,  if  they  are  to  perform  this  cruel 
service. 

And  why  are  they  thus  to  be  imposed  upon? 
Will  it  be  answered  that  it  is  to  save  the  coun- 
try ?  There  is  no  necessity  to  save  the  country 
by  such  means.  The  people  do  not  require  us— 
they  will  not  permit  us  thus  to  save  them.  What 
consolation  will  it  be  to  them  to  be  saved  at  such 
a  price?  If  this  war  continues,  as  it  probably 
will,  another  year,  one  hundred  thousand  more 
must  be  provided.  The  whole  country  may  be 
impoverished  and  ruined.  We  ought  to  remem- 
ber that  we  are  legislating  for  American  free- 
men. VVe  may  assure  ourselves,  that  our  coun- 
trymen possess  this  honorable  trait  of  character 
that,  while  they  will  be  ever  ready  to  submit  to 
us  it  we  are  in  the  right,  they  will  be  equally  on 
the  alert  to  resist  if  we  are  in  the  wrong.       ' 

This  bill  also  attacks  the  right  and  sovereignty 
of  the  State  governments.  Congress  is  about  to 
usurp  their  undoubted  rights— to  take  from  them 
their  militia.  By  this  bill  we  proclaim  that  we 
will  have  their  men;  as  many  as  we  please; 
when  and  where,  and  for  as  long  a  time  as  we  see 
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fit,  and  for  any  service  we  see  proper.  Do  gen-  \  militia  under  existing  laws  ;  arm  them  ;  but  call 
tlemen  of  the  majority  seriously  believe  that  the  j  them  not  from  their  home?  until  they  are  wanted, 
people  and  the  Stale  governments  will  submit  to  ^  Respect  their  rights  and  interests ;  cultivate  their 
this  claim  7  Do  they  believe  that  all  the  States  ,  good  will  by  attending  to  their  comfort  and 
of  this  Union  will  submit  to  this  usurpation?  wants;  leave  them  to  their  own  commanders; 
Have  you  attended  to  the  solemn  and  almost  i  interfere  not  with  the  Slate  governments  respect- 
unanimous  declaration  and  protestation  of  the  ,  ing  their  militia,  but  encourage  them  to  make 
Legislature  of  Connecticut  ?  Have  you  exam-  exertions  for  the  common  defence.  Pass  an  act 
ined  the  cloud  arising  in  the  East?     Do  you  yet  '  guaranteeing  the  pay  of  the  militia  which  may 

Eerceive  that  it  i'^  black,  alarming,  portentous  ?  i  be  advanced  by  the  States.  Pursue  a  Constiiu- 
)o  you  wish  to  put  a  match  to  it,  and  to  plunge  ;  tional  and  conciliatory  course,  and  you  may  safe- 
the  country  into  discord  and  civil  war?  and  ;  ly  rely  upon  the  strength,  valor,  and  patriotism  of 
when  the  enemy  is  at  hand?     No,  you  do  not —    tlie  people. 

you  cannot  mean  to  bring  about  such  ills;  you  I  Mr.  Sheffev.  of  Virginia,  next  addressed  the 
must  see  the   necessity  of  union  at  such  a  time  ,  Chair  as  follows: 

at  this.  Mr.  Speaker.  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House, 

I  speak  not  in  the  language  of  menace.  But  ,  while  1  submit  a  few  observations  on  the  subject 
let  me  entreat  you  to  desist  from  this  course  of  |  under  consideration.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
measures.  Give  up,  I  entreat  you,  all  the  harsh  1  investigate  the  details  of  the  bill  before  you  mi- 
features  of  this  bill.  Indeed  you  want  no  new  |  nutely,  but  to  confine  my  remarks  to  some  gea- 
act.  The  existing  laws  are  sufficient  for  all  fair  ;  eral  principles,  which  have  been  brought  intodis- 
purposes.  Give  up  also,  1  conjure  you,  by  the  |  cussion.  With  the  honorable  member  from  New 
best  interests  of  our  common  country — give  up 
all  the    other  acts   you  contemplate  for  raising 


armies  by  compulsion.     Rely  upon  it,  the  people 

will  not  support  you  in  such  measures.     Let  me 

again  ask  you,  as  practical  men,  do  you  seriously 

believe  that  every  Slate  of  this  Union  will  sub-  I  cue  this  devoted  nation  from  the  impending  ca 

mil  to  this  compulsory  system  ?     Suppose  that     lamities.  Considering  the  revival  of  public  credit 

New  England  refuses,  to  what  a  condition  do  you    at  present   prostrate   in  the  dust,  and  the  secur 


Jersey. (Mr. Stockton,)!  amconscious  of  the  aw- 
lul  crisis  at  which  the  affairs  of  this  country  have 
arrived  ;  with  him.  I  admit  that  ruin  is  staring 
us  in  ihe  face  on  every  side  ;  with  him,  too.  I  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  contribute  my  eflforts  to  res- 


reduce  the  Middle  and  Southern  Stales,  which 
may  be  disposed  to  submit  !  You  will  either 
invite  them  by  their  interests  and  feelings  lo  join 
in  the  opposition,  or  you  expose  them  to  burdens 
to  which  the  others  successfully  object.  Thus 
they  will  be  punished  for  their  loyally  and  devo- 
tion. Be  reassured  by  me  that  these  measures 
are  not  required  to  defend  the  country.  You 
have  no  right  to  defend  the  country  by  such 
n)ean>.  Such  a  defence  will  leave  it  noi  worth 
defending.  It  is  not  for  me  to  offer  any  advice  to 
this  majority  ;  but  listen  to  me  for  a  moment 
longer;  hearken    to    my   earnest    entreaty;  that 


ity  of  the  country  from  foreign  danger  of  vital 
interest  to  us  all,  I  shall  most  cordially  co-ope- 
rate in  such  measures  as  may  be  calculated  to  ef- 
fectthese  great  ends.  I  shall  pursue  this  course, 
though  I  did  not  participate  in  the  councils 
whose  temerity  and  folly  have  precipitated  us 
from  the  highest  elevation  of  national  prosperity, 
to  the  lowest  abyss  of  suffering.  But,  with  a  sin- 
cere determination  to  go  every  reasonable  length 
in  the  course  thus  marked  out,  I  shall  not  con- 
sider myself  bound  to  accord  in  every  measure 
that  may  be  proposed  under  the  name  of  a  rem- 
edy for  existing  evils.     To  obtain   my  approba- 


vou  defend  the  country  by  Constitutional  means ;  I  tion,  there  musi  be,  according  to  my  judgment,  a 


by  such  means  as  the  people  have  been  accus- 
tomed to,  and  which  will  command  public  con- 
fidence and  approbation  ;  give  up,  1  again  pray 
you,  these  cruel  plans  of  compulsory  service.  Be 
warned,  in  season,  that  if  you  do  not.  you  will 
convulse  this  Union  to  its  very  centre.    Disguise 


natural  connexion  between  the  means  and  the 
end.  The  means,  too,  must  be  of  a  character 
suited  to  the  spirit  of  free  institutions,  that  the 
great  principles  of  civil  liberty,  on  which  this 
Government  is  erected,  shall  not  be  violated. 
Formidable  and  alarming  as  the  dangers  may 


them  as  you  may,  the  people  will  discover  the  ,  be  which  threaten  us  from  abroad.  I  shall  not  for 
entering  wedge  of  conscription.  Let  your  de-  |  get  that  the  country  has  other  interests  at  stake, 
fensive  efforts  be  on  our  own  soil  ;  a  few  well  ,  of  equal  consideration  with  its  independence,  and 
disciplined  regiments  properly  posted  and  com-  j  as  necessary  to  be  preserved;  that  public  liberty 
manded.  aided  by  the  militia,  will  perform  won-  i  merits  a  full  portion  of  our  solicitude.  It  will  be 
ders.  Remember  that  recently  less  than  fifteen  a  paltry  object  to  remain  independent,  unless  we 
hundred  men  have  foiled  and  driven  back  with    also  remain  free.     Shall  the  shackles  of  domestic 


disgrace  ihe  best  appointed  and  most  numerous 
army  that  Britain  has  ever  had  in  Canada. 
Raise  armies  by  voluntary  eiilistinent  only.  Be 
under  no  apprehension  of  lailure.  Employ  trusty 
officers  in  the  recruiting  service;  furnish  them 
with  money,  and  keep  them  constantly  supplied. 
The  efforts  you  hold  out  are  abundantly  suffi- 
cient to  command  men;  if  they  are  not.  increase 
them.     Encourage  volunteer  corps ;  arrange  your 


slavery  be  the  only  reward  of  this  people  for  their 
toils  and  sufferings,  in  expelling  from  their  soil 
a  powerful  enemy  ?  For  myself,  sir,  holding  the 
opinion  once  entertained  by  some  of  the  leading 
men  now  in  power  to  be  indubitably  correct — 
that  the  liberties  of  a  free  people  art  most  in  dan- 
ger at  home,  in  time  of  foreign  peril— I  shall 
deem  it  ray  duly  to  look  with  a  vigilant  and  jea- 
lous eye  on  the  public  measures.     It  will  be  an 
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obj*«ri  of  the  6rsj  importaoce  with  me,  that,  when 
'^-'  ilor  and  patriotism  of  the  people  shall  have 


the; 


suc'3|sifuily  rttsisiied  tb«?ir  external  enemy,  there 
mar"  t>e  left  somjf  thing  worthy  of  their  exertions  ; 
lhai.lljjere  shall  remain  to  thera  a  country  worth 
prf)*-yving. 

XSf*  present  pfriod  has  given  birth  to  doctrines 
mortiilarming  tiian  all  the  other  dangers  which 
suM>)od  us.  Oko  the  part  of  those  in  power, 
f.iJiave  bt;eri  set  up.  tending  to  subject  the 
lif«i  &iii  liberty  (|f  every  member  of  the  commu- 
nitVlvl  iheir  arbitrary  and  unlimited  control. 
Shi)J'.N;ihey  siiceeed  in  enforcing  these  claims  by 
pra\'iijal  measu»es,  ihc  great  principles  of  this 
Go»-iiinient  mitst  necessarily  be  subverted.  Its 
chajf^ier  will  n»)  longer  be  free,  or  its  powers 
lim'^d.  By  ono  effort,  they  will  alike  prostrate 
the  ^filhority  of  Ae  States  and  the  liberties  of  the 
peoi4;  t 

Tf*'  Secreta,rj»  of  War,  the  official  author  of 
the»-(^/iigh-tone(t  pretensions,  recommends  that 
we'.4t»uld  raise'a  regular  force  of  one  hundred 
thojip,i^id  men,  to  be  employed  in  offensive  opera- 
tion»<u>  Canaiia,  To  obtain  and  keep  up  that 
DUijk.'^V,  he  proposes,  substantially,  that  the  peo- 
ple^nilTiil  be  coercid  into  the  ranks  of  ihe  Army, 
if  l|t,V',will  not,  i)r  cannot,  procure  the  requisite 
nurjir^T  of  recruits  by  contract.  Aware  that  such 
a  Pjl^f^i^al  would;- raise  the  indignant   feelings  of 


a  pJ.)Jj7.al  ivould;  raise  the  indignant  feelings  of  Sir.  I  have  said^hat.  if  the  nrincmles  assumed 
free>4a,  and  thai  the  power  ot  this  Government  should  receive  countenat^ce  ,n  h'  countrv  no^ 
to  a<Uui  a  mea.^uie  so  violent,  wou  d  be  serionsiv  '  nnlu  ,k„  i;k...;.._  „r     "  ^*^     "  .        country,  not 


opinion  of  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  that 
ever  lived,  that  laws  violating  this  security,  where 
the  Government  is  not  absolutely  despotic,  are 
void. 

The  objects   for  which   the  Government  was 
instituted  are  not  left  to  conjecture.     The  men 
who  framed  and   those  who  adopted   the  present 
Constitution  thought  it  necessary  to  transmit,  to 
those  who  should  live  after  them,  the  most  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  views  with  which  they 
entered    into  this    new  political  compact.     Not 
content  that   they   should   be   inferred  from   the 
limitations  and  restrictions  of  the  powers  granted, 
they  declared  them  in  terms  thus  express  and  un- 
equivocal:  "To  form  a  more  perfectunion.es- 
•  tablish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  pro- 
'  vide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  gen- 
'  eral  welfare,  and  secure  to  themselves  and  to 
'  their  posterity  the  blessings  o^  liberty."     These 
were  the  ends  for  the  accomplishment  of  which 
u     't^*^    P^^cts  vested    by    the  Constitution,  in 
the    United    States,  were  granted;    and  now   it 
IS  asserted   that   the   powers  so  granted   may  be 
executed  in   a  manner  wholly  regardless  of  the 
ends  in  view— that,  to  *•  raise  armies."  the  Gov- 
ernment   have  the   right  to  adopt   measures   by 
which  the  people  and  their  posterity  shall  be  de- 
prived of  the  "blessings  of  liberty." 

Sir.  I  have  said  that,  if  the  principles  assumed 


to  sulif^i  a  mea.>,u'ie  so  violent,  would  be  seriously 
que»(i^TJed,  he  suf^mits  to  us  a  course  of  reasoning, 
^hitjij  \Jith  hinj,  and.  from  what  we  have  beared 
on  t}^^  5oor,  w  th  others,  seems  to  be  conclusive. 
He  J'iorms   us  that  "Congress   have  a  right,  by 
the  t;i>t4tiiulion,ito  raise  regular  armies,  and  no 
restiaiijtis  iraporjed  on  the  exercise  of  it"— that 
•■anjilmualitied-  grant  of  power  gives  the  means 
to  c^t>y,ii  into  effect."     This,  he  says,  '•  is  a  uni- 
verifv^  r:iaxim.  w^uch  admits  of  no  exception."' 
HeijuJ-^ihe  honowble  Secretary  infers,  that  you 
ban- fhi-  power  t^  drag  the  citizen  from  the  land 
of  If^birth.  to  be  slaughtered  on    the   plains  of 
Catiija.    To  force  the  lather,  the  only  .-upport  of 
a  deMfLute  family,  and  the  son,  the  comfort  of  his 
agea  >4renis,  to  undergo  the  miseries  of  a  camp 
in  a:fiptign  coan'ry.    I  meet  this  bold  pretension 
as  Wfxuld  every  attempt  at  Usurpation.     I  deny 
the   r^-ht   to  convert  a  nation  of  Ireemen  into 
slavt>.  Holder  any  pretence  whatever.    I  take  upon 
mys«-l|  to  assert,  that  no  such  power  can  be  exer- 
ciser ^-y  this  Govt-rnment,  or  by  any  other  which 
inai^|t»,iis   any   r.'spect   for    the    liberties   of  its 
peoffif;. 

Tt);^t'ihe  authority  of  this  Government  in  the 
exec\i|.i()n  of  its  power  (where  not  expressly  re- 
stricifjl")iis  sovertjign,  I  am  not  disposed  to  con- 
troviif^  j  but  that  (t  is  despotic,  I  can  never  admit. 
Eveijr^jjrfe  Govirijment  possesses  sovereign  pow- 
er ovfj^lhe  meanji  nece-sary  to  the  attainment  of 
Us  lrg|,^<Date  obj>;cls.  But,  in  the  selection  of 
thost  lA^ns,  the  sfcuriiy  of  life,  liberty,  and  prop- 
erty,  (.Vijjiot  be  disregarded;  because  that  secu- 
rity fojwy  the  great  end  lor  which  all  power  was 
granrv^i:  This  great  principle  can  never  be  in- 
tringc;|.,or  the  people  are  not  free.     Hence,  the 


only  the  liberties  of  the  people,  but  the  authority 
ol  the  Slates,  would  be  alike  annihilated.  There 
IS  no  act  of  tyranny  which  may  not  be  perpe- 
trated with  as  much  plausibility  as  the  measure 
demanded  by  the  Administration  at  our  hands. 
It  has  already  been  ably  shown  by  a  member  from 
ISew  Hampshire,  (Mr.  WtBaxER,)  that  the  same 

construction  that  authorizes  you  todragthe  citizen 
by  force  into  the  ranks  of  your  Army,will  warrant 
you  to  enter  into  his  dwelling  and  force  from  him 
his  money.     Tne  analogy  is  unquestionably  cor- 
rect.    The  power  to  "borrow  money"  is  as  un- 
restrained as   the  power  to   "rai.e  and  support 
armies.       Under  the  latter  power   you  claim  ar- 
bitrary dominion  over  the  "  life  ahd  liberty"  of 
the  citizen,  because  it  contains  no  express  restric- 
tion.    Why.  I  ask,  not  over  his  money,  when  the 
power  "  to  borrow"  it  is  equally  unrestrained  ?    Is 
there  any  distinction  in  the  nature  and  reason  of 
the  subject,  that  would  make   his  money  sacred 
while  his  person  is  at  your  mercy?     Will  it  be 
said  that  the  poor  man    may  be  coerced  in  the 
held  to  meet  misery  and  death,  leaving  a  helpless 
lamily  without  support,  and   that  his  wealthier 
neighbor  snioney  is  not  equally  subject  to  your 
power  /      This  cannot  be  asserted  with  the  least 
shadow  01    reason       If  there  is   power  to   com- 
pel the  one  to  render  his  person,  there  is  power  to 
compel  the  other   to  render  his  money  to  your 
service.  '        ^ 

The  analogy  becomes  still  stronger  as  the  sub- 
ject IS  pursued.     To  justify  the  clatm  set  up  over 
he  persons  of  the  people,  the  Secretary  of  War 
ells  us,  that  'the  conservation  of  the  State  is  a 
duty  paramount  to  all   others;"   that,  therefore, 
the  Commonwealth  has  a  right  to  all  the  service 
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of  its  citizens."  Does  "  the  conserTation  of  the 
State"  depend  alone  on  ''  the  service"  of  its  citi- 
zens? Is  money,  justly  termed  the  sinews  of  war. 
not  equally  necessary  to  render  that  ''  service" 
beneficial  ?  Are  the  "citizens"  to  be  coerced  into 
the  field  to  perish  for  want  of  subsistence,  or  to 
fall  before  the  enemy  for  want  of  the  necessary 
means  of  defence?  If  "the  conservation  of  the 
State"  will  warrant  you  to  coerce  '•  the  service  of 
the  citizens,"  when  you  are  destitute  of  meii.  and 
cannot  get  the  requisite  number  in  any  other  way, 
it  will  surely  warrant  you  to  coerce  their  money.  \ 
when  the  same  necessity  exists,  as  indispensable 
to  the  attainment  of  the  same  end. 

We  are  further  informed,  from  the  same  quar- 
ter, that    "it  would    be  absurd    to  suppose   that 
Congress  could  not  carry  this  power  (to  raise  and 
support  armies)  into  effect  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
cepting the  voluntary  serviceof  individuals."     "It 
might  happen  that  an  army  could  not  be  raised 
in  that  mo  le,  whence  the  power  would  have  been 
granted  in  vain."     The  position  here  assumed,  is. 
that  all  the  means  that  will  give  effect  to  any  of 
the  delegated  powers,  of  whatever  character,  are 
within  the  control  of  Congress,  if.  without  the 
means  proposed  to  he  employed,  the  power  could 
not  be  executed  at  the  time,  to  the  extent  required 
by  public  exigencies.  "  real  or  pretended."    Hence 
it  clearly  follows,  that,  whenever  money  cannot 
be  obtained  by  voluntary  loans,  when  the  Gov- 
ernment is  hard   pressed,  the  power  "  to  borrow 
money"  may  be  executed  by  compelling  individ- 
uals to  loan  ;  otherwise,  ''  the  power  would  have 
been   granted    in  vain."     Apply  this   monstrous 
principle   to  the   present   state  of  things  in  this 
country.     Your  Treasury  is  exhausted.     There  is 
at  this  moment  a  deficit  of  many  millions.    Your 
soldiers  are  unpaid;  your  militia,  in  the  inclem- 
ent season  of  Winter,  are  discharged  without  mo- 
ney enough  to  defray  their  expenses  to  their  homes. 
You  have  used  every  effort  to  borrow  money,  in 
the  ordinary  mode,   "in  vain."     You   have   not 
been  able  to  obtain  sufficient  to  discharge  the  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt,  and  t-ave  the  Treasury 
notes  falling  due  from  being  dishonored.     In  truth, 
the  Government  is  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy! 
Now,  with  this  convenient  power  at  your  com- 
mand, why  not  borrow  money  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  ?     If  you  do  not,  the  power  to  borrow 
has  "been  granted  in  vain."     Nay,  why  not,  if 
this  mode  should  fail,  take  the  peoplr's  property 
to  "  support  your  armies,"  or  sell  it  under  the  ham- 
mer, and  give  the  owner  a  certificate  for  the  pro- 
ceeds, as  for  so  much  money  borrowed  ?     Should 
you  want  precedents  for  such  atrocious  acts,  you 
would  find  them  in  the  history  of  the  same  des- 
potic Governments  whose  examples  have   been 
cited  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor  to  prove  the  right 
and  propriety  of  coercing  American  freemen  into 
the  ranks  of  your  army. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire (Mr.  Webster)  has  also  most  clearly  dem- 
onstrated, that,  if  the  construction  given  to  the 
Consiiiuiion  by  the  Secretary  of  War  is  correct, 
you  have  the  power  to  take  by  violence  the  ships 
of  your  merchants,  and  convert  them  into  ships 


of  war,  and  man  your  Navy  by  impressment. 
The  conclusion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
inevitable,  admitting  the  Secretary's  reasoning. 
The  power  "to  provide  and  niainiain  a  navy"  is 
wholly  unrestricted.  "The  conservation  of  the 
State"  may,  and  in  reality  does,  depend  as  much 
on  a  competent  naval  as  on  a  land  force;  and,  there- 
fore, the  same  principle  which  sanctions  coercion 
to  raise  an  army,  will  bear  you  out  in  using  the 
means  stated  "to  provide  a  navy."  Yet.  the 
same  person  who  has  attempted  to  impose  the 
doctrine  upon  this  body,  that  every  man  in  the 
nation  can  be  coerced  into  the  Army,  has,  on  an- 
other occasion,  denied  that  a  single  citizen  could 
be  impressed  into  the  Navy.  In  the  instructions 
to  our  Ministers,  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  which  he  composed  as  Sec- 
retary of  State,  he  says,  that  "  impressment  is  not 
an  American  practice,  but  utterly  repugnant  to 
our  Constitution  and  laws."  What  must  every 
impartial  man  think  of  such  morality?  When 
one  object  is  sought  to  be  effected,  it  is  asserted 
that  coercion  is  "  utterly  repugnant  to  our  Con- 
stitution ;"  when  another  is  desirable,  we  are  told 
that  "  it  would  be  absurd  to  doubt  the  right  to 
employ  it  to  every  possible  extent."  Or.  are  sea- 
men exempt  from  your  power,  and  landsmen  only 
subject  to  it?  Surely  no  such  absurdity  as  this 
will  be  insisted  on. 

The  practice  of  impressment,  as  exercised  over 
her  seafaring  subjects  by  Great  Britain,  has  been 
for  years  a  fruitful  theme  of  declamation  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere.  The  incessant  efforts  that 
were  made  to  irritate  the  people  against  this  cry- 
ing iniquity,  as  it  was  characterized,  was  not 
among  the  least  of  the  causes  which  exasperated 
the  public  feeling,  and  prepared  the  country  for 
hostilities.  The  sufferings  of  the  incarcerated 
seamen  in  "the  floating  dungeons  of  England" 
haunted  the  imaginations  of  a  certain  class  of 
politicians,  and  seemed  to  be  the  sole  object  of  all 
their  sympathies.  Little  did  they  suppose,  that, 
in  a  very  short  time,  it  would  become  convenient 
for  them  to  claim  and  execute  this  abhorred  and 
despotic  power  over  their  own  people.  Gentle- 
men ought  to  take  back  the  reproaches  and  denun- 
ciations against  this  practice,  since  they  have 
become  convinced  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a 
legitimate  right,  necessary  to  "the  conservation 
ol  the  State."  Unless,  indeed,  there  is  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  sufferings  of  him  who  is  torn 
from  his  family  and  .'riends.  and  immured  in  one 
of  the  '"floating  dungeons  of  England."  and  him 
who  shall  be  taken  by  like  violence,  and  under 
like  circumstances,  and  confined  in  an  American 
ship  of  war. 

Sir,  if  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  expressly 
confided  to  this  Government,  you  have  the  right 
to  use  arbitrary  and  despotic  means  to  obtain  the 
end,  what  will  prevent  you  from  imprisoning, 
for  life,  the  man  on  whom  you  shall  impose  a 
capitation  tax,  which  he  is  unableto  pay?  Or  what 
will  prevent  you  from  selling  him  as  a  slave  in 
the  market,  to  obtain  the  money  which  you  may 
levy  on  him,  when  his  poverty  denies  you  the 
meansof  enforcing  payment  in  any  other  manner? 
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Cin^ress  are-  authorized,  by  the  Constiiution, 
to  il:jftye  aod  j)i4nish  certain  crimes.    They  have, 
motiover.  the  pi;wer  to  create  offences  and  pro- 
vid^fur  their  pinishnient.  as  necessary  sanctions 
to  iC  i*  laws.    5"  neither  of  these  cases  i«  their 
dibc^rtion  eiprej-sly  limited     But  can  they,  there- 
fore, direct  thai,  the  accused  shall  be  put  to  the 
racktaad  that  his  confessions,  extorted  under  the 
tort :  re,  shall  bej  evidence  to  prove  his  guilt?     If 
all  I   t.'.ie  things  j:an  be  done  by  this  Government, 
with  ,>ut  transc»<nding    its  Constitutional    limits, 
th«^h.^s  the  blijod  of  the  Revolution  Howed  in 
va;i*-:hen  wasi  the  manly  and   patriotic  resist- 
aniit^ioade  by  tlie  Father  of  American  Independ- 
encfV(«  the  claims  of  Great  Britain,  worse  than 
useii^p — then    v*as  the  solicitude  of  the  framers 
of  o'fit  Const;t»jtion,  to   "secure  to    themselves 
and  jjosterity  the   blessings  of  liberty,"  wholly 
unavttiling. 

TV\'iat  becorat^sof  the  authority  of  the  States,  if 
the  .Ttpnipotent  power  ascribed  to  this  Govern- 
m^lJproperly  ii)elongs  to  it  1  It  will  be  a  mere 
shiC'il'i^— an  tiajpty  name.  You  have  already 
gi^^e^fcapacily  |o  persons  under  age  to  enlist  m 
yotirtirmies,  against  the  consent  ol  their  parents, 
gucir>ians,  or  mjasters,  while  under  the  laws  of 
thtj  rjtates  the^  are  incapable  of  making  any 
coijt  Act.  Whai  prevents  you  from  giving  the 
sarjii  t:apacMy  tij  slaves,  that  they  may  become 
sol^'r  c's?  Therelis  no  distinction  in  principle,  and 
cer«»  ;jly  none  iQ  reason.  The  incapacity  of  in- 
fant:^ jjud  slaves  jiepends  alike  on  the  municipal 
Uw>s|i|  the  Stales.  Those  who  authorized  the 
son:  .'.^  the  giddy'moments  of  youth  and  indiscre- 
tioi|,|(*  be  torn  jfrom  ihe  bo.-om  of  his  parents, 
WilJ  i^i^ely  not  sljckle  for  the  rights  of  the  masier, 
to  sjtV|fe  to  him'his  properly  in  his  slave. 

I|  ^jnoi  only  ih  these  instances  that  the  power 
of  jliyi  States  wjll  be  subverted,  but  the  great 
pri#c|jjiles  of  society,  resting  on  municipal  instiiu- 
tior|s»^iust  be  wholly  overthrown.  Let  me  slate 
one^cj.  two  exai^iples.  If  you  have  the  right  to 
raisejoi  army  ;n,any  way  which  is  calculated  to 
aitai  ,  \he  objeci,Mhen  you  have  the  right  to  defeat 
the  c|nm.nal  jusjice  of  the  States,  by  absolvin'» 
frorn»|^unishmeni  those  accused  or  convicted  of 
crH|i^  on  conditiion  they  enter  your  array.  You 
ma|f^nge  thejcourseof  descents,  and  repeal 
lhe;s»,tutes  of  Will.,  by  holding  out  the  induce- 
mei,i  to  recruits  ithat  the  sole  inneritance  of  their 
ancf^  .irs'  properly  shall  belong  to  them,  and  that 
their  ;.,riit  shall  qot  be  dejeated  by  any  te.tamen- 
tar>  (^.position.  Is  there  a  man  uho,in  the  face 
ol  111*  people,  d|re  arsert  that  such  powers  be- 
long ^  this  Government?  And  yet  they  un- 
quesi^.nably  do.  U  it  is  correct  that  the  power 


lo  rAse  an  army  '  is  subject  to  no  restriction, 
in  ieliiion  to  ihe  miliiia,  pretensions  equall 


have  >een   advanced   on   the  part  of 


exorbJant 

those  Ji  power  JThey  are  considVred'underthe 
absoliv  e  control  oj  this  Government,  to  be  called 
lortU  |hea  it  may  think  proper,  in  any  number 
to  be;e^,ployed  m  nny  service,  and  retained  for  any 
perii^  iNoihin-can  be  more  incorrect  in  princi- 
ple. i,n|J  more  dangerous  in  practice,  to  this  com- 
muQ,i»^^  than    this   assumption.      It   effectually 


prostrates  the  Slate  sovereignties,  and   destroys 
the  security  of  the  people  from  oppressive  mili- 
tary service.     To  me  it  seems  evident   that   the 
i  general  power  over  the  miliiia  was  intended,  by 
:  the  authors  of  the  Constitution,  to  remain  with 
the  States,  while  a  special   power,  arisii?g  out  of, 
and  limited  by.  certain  emergencies,  was  confided 
I  to  this  Government.    This  is  obvious  to  my  mind, 
j  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
press provisions   contained   in   that   instrument. 
The  enlightened  men,  on  whose  labors  depended 
the  fate  of  their  country,  umlerstood   the  nature 
of  man,  his  thirst  for  dominion,  and  the  character 
and  tendency  of  human  institutions;  they  knew 
that  political   power,  without   physical  means  to 
secure  it.  and  give  it  effect,  was  a  mere  mockery. 
Is  it  reasonable,  therefore,  to  suppose  that,  wliile 
they  transferred  a  portion  only  of  the  whole  sov- 
ereignty to  the  United   States,  they  intended  to 
invest  them  with  an  absolute  control  over  all  the 
physical  means  of  the  community?     What  will 
be  the  condition  of  the  States,  should   this  con- 
struction  obtain?     They  will   be   at  the   mercy 
of  this  Government.     The  most  palpable  infrac- 
I  tion  of  their  rights  must   be  submitted  to.     Ag- 
j  gression   will  succeed  aggression,  until  consoli- 
dalion  shall    terminate  even    the  appearance  of 
State    authority.      Sir.    very    different    opinions 
were  entertained  in  this  country  at  the  time  the 
Constitution    was   adopted.     It    was    considered 
I  (as   is   evident  from  a   work  of  high  celebrity 
written  at  the  time)  that  the  States  were  inde- 
pendent political  bodies,  whose  powers  and  means 
,  afforded  the   best  security  against  the  encroach- 
ments   of  the    General    Government,   and    who 
would  employ  force,  if  necessary  to   resist  such 
j  encroachments,  whenever   they  should   be  sen- 
ously  attempted.*     How,  I  ask,  can    the    States 
resist   usurpation,  if  we   possess  a  supreme  and 
general  power  over  the  militia  ?     They  may,  in- 
,  deed,  call  them    to  their  aid  to  maintain  tiie  rem- 
nant of  sovereignty  ;   but  such  call  will  be  nuga- 
tory.    The  United  Slates  (according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the   day)  may   at  any    moment  assume 
the  control  over  them,  and  place  them  into  their 
service,  in  which  situation  they  are  under  the 
sole  command  of  this  Government,  and  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.     Should  any  of 
them  reluse  to  be  employed,  to  further  the  pro- 
jects ot  ambition,  and  to  prostrate  the  authority 

•  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  forty-«ixth 
number  ol  the  Federalist,  written  by  Mr.  .Madison  : 

'•  But  ambitious  encroachments  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  authority  of  the  State  governments, 
would  not  excite  the  opposition  of  i  single  State,  or  a 
few  States  only.  They  would  be  signals  of  general 
alarm.  Every  Government  would  espouse  the  com- 
mon cause.  A  correspondence  would  bo  opened. 
Hans  of  resistance  would  be  concerted.  One  spirit 
would  animate  and  conduct  the  whole.  The  same 
combination,  in  short,  would  result  from  an  apprehen- 
sion of  the  Federal,  as  was  produced  by  the  dread  of 
a  foreign  yoke ;  and  unless  the  projected  innovation 
•nould  be  voluntarily  renounced,  the  same  appeal  to  a 
trial  of  force  would  be  made  in  the  one  case  aa  wa* 
made  la  the  other." 
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of  their  native  State,  panishment  for  maiiny  inactire,  until  the  emergencies  provided  for  in 
awaits  them  The  minions  of  power  will  be  the  Constitution  give  it  life  and  vigor;  while 
ready  to  execute  upon  them  the  despotic  provi-  the  power  of  the  States  is  general  and  exclusive, 
sions  of  military  law.  ,  except  so   far   as  the  actual  existence  of   these 

There  are  other  considerations  which  strongly  emergencies  interfere.  From  this  position  it 
tend  to  establish  that  the  general  power  over  the  seems  to  me  necessarily  to  follow,  that  the  quali- 
militia  was  deemed  essential  to  the  security  ,>;t/ cannot  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as  to 
of  the  State  They  are  prohibited  in  time  of  destroy  the  g-enero/ power ;  that  the  proper  Slate 
peace  from  keeping  in  their  service  any  regular  I  authorities  have  the  unquestionable  righi  to 
force-  yet  it  is  indispensable  to  their  own  exist-  judge  for  themselves,  whether  the  actual  siiua- 
ence  that  they  should  possess  military  means  to  tion  of  the  country  demands  the  exercise  of  the 
maintain   their  own  authoritv,  to  suppress  con-    qualified  powers  of  this  Government  to  calHorth 


spiracles  and  insurrections,  and  to  repel  invasions 
when  suddenly  made,  or  when  the  United  States 
have  not  provided  a  force  competent  to  resist  the 
invader.     How,  I  a>k,  can  these  objects  be  effect 


the  militia.  The  principle  is  universal  and  ap- 
plicable in  all  cases.  Where  a  general  right 
exists  in  one,  and  a  qualified  right  in  another, 
over  the  same  subject,  he  who  possesses  the  lat- 


ed  if  the  miliiia  can.  at  the  discretion  of  this    ter  cannot  he  permitted  to  decide  alone  that  his 
Government,  be  withdrawn  from  their  control  ?    !  right  attaches.     If  he  could,  his  right,  instead  of 

What  I  have  said  hitherto  on  this  part  of  the  ,  being  limited  or  contingent,  wou  d  be  absolute, 
subject  has  arisen  from  the  character  of  the  1  By  the  provisions  of  the  bill  belore  you  a 
American  confederacy.  My  object  was  to  show  ,  general  power  over  the  militia  is  assumed.  They 
that  as  the  whole  sovereignty  was  divided  between  ,  are  not  to  be  called  forth  when  any  Constitutional 
the  States  and  the  United  States,  so  a  division  of  emergency  shall  authorize  their  employment; 
the  means  to  maintain  each  in  its  portion,  would  !  but  the  call  is  immediate  and  peremptory  ;  their 
be  a  just  inference  deducible  from  those  premises,  i  service  is  not  be  limited  by  the  duration  of  any 
That  as  the  United  States  had  general  (and  in  such  emergency,  but  by  a  definite  and  distant 
lime  ol  peace  exclusive)  power  to  raise  armies  |  period,  or  by  the  discretion  of  the  Executive, 
to  effect  the  objects,  it  was  rational  to  infer  that  ,  Nor  is  that  service  to  be  confined  to  the  objects 
a  general  power  over  the  militia  remained  with  ■  designated  in  the  Constitution,  hut  to  be  used  lor 
the  States,  as  necessary  to  the  aiiainment  of  their  '  the  general  purposes  of  war.  And  these  provis- 
ends.  I  will  now  beg  leave  to  request  your  atten-  i  ions  are  adopted  for  the  avowed  purpose  ot  com- 
tion  to  the  express  provision's  of  the  Constiiution  pelting  the  militia,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
on  this  subject.  ;  hardships  created  by  your  law.  to  furnish  recruit* 

When  that  instrument  was  formed,  it  will  be  ;  for  your  army.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
recollected  that  the  sole  power  over  the  militia  :  show  that  you  have  no  more  right  to  exact  this 
was  vested  in  the  Stales.  Bv  the  Confederation  !  commutation,  than  you  have  to  demand  iheser- 
ihey  were  enjoined  '•  to  keep  up  a  well  regulated  |  vice  from  the  miliiia.  ,     .  •    l  u      i  j 

railiiia  ;"  but  no  authority  to  employ  them  was  |      To  give  some  plausibility  to  the  high-handed 
granted  to  the  United  States  in  any  event.    They 


were,  in  every  sense  of  ihe  term,  ''the  militia  of 
the  States.-'     In    this  situation  of  things,  while 
the  power  of  the  Stales,  in   relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, was  general  and  exclusive,  the  new  Govern- 
ment c.ime  into  existence.    Its  powers  were  com- 
posed of  all  powers  vested  in  Congress  under  the 
Confederation,  and  a  portion  of  those  belonging 
to  the  States.     To  obviate  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ing up  a  large  Military  Establishment  in  ordinary 
times,  the  United  States  were  empowered  to  call 
'•the  militia  of  the  States"  to  their  aid  in  cer- 
tain sudden  emergencies;  to  enable  them  to  exe- 
cute their   laws,  repel    invasion,  and  to  suppress 
insurrections.     And    as.  in    ihe    performance   of 
those   duties,  it  was  possible  that  the   militia  of 
different  States  might  be  brought  to  act  together 
in    one   corps,   it  became    important    that    there 
should   be  uniformity  iii    their  organization   and 
discipline.     Hence  arose  tiie  power  of  Congress 
over  those  subjects,  as  necessary  instruments  to 
render  the  service  of  the  militia,  in  the  cases  pro- 
vided  for.  more  effectual    ihan   could   have  been 
expected  from  the  discordant   regulations  of  the 
different  Stales. 

Thus  It  appears  to  me  that  the  power  granted 
to  us  to  employ  the  militia  is  in  its  character 
qualified  and  contingent;  always  dormant  and 


measures    proposed    during   the    present  session, 
attempts  have  been  made  to  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  militia  in  the  public  estimation.     The  cry 
has  been  r.iised  that  they  are  wholly  useless  and 
incompetent  to  the  defence  of  the  country.     It  is 
observed  by  a   celebrated  writer  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, equally  distinguished  for  his  eloquence  and 
his  knowledge  of  public  men.  and  public  affairs, 
that  those  whose  object  it  is  to  enslave  the  peo- 
ple, first  endeavor  to  degrade  them  in  their  own 
eyes.     Where  is  our  security  against  the  usurpa- 
tion of  those  who  command  the  public  force,  if 
the  militia  is  thus  inefficient?     It  is  only  neces- 
sary for  the  people  to  believe  the  libels  so  indus- 
triously circulated  against  them, and  slavery  must 
be  their  lot.     Sir,  I  believe  the  militia  more  com- 
petent to  the  defence  of  the  country  against  the 
predatory  warfare  of  the  enemy  than  any  force 
you  can  obtain.  Whenever  the  idea  shall  become 
general  that  you  cannot  rely  on  the  roilnia.  and 
some    other  force  shall  be    substituted   in   their 
stead,  It  will  beget  the  same  indifference  among 
the  great  body  of  the  people  which  exists  in  other 
countries.     If  you  once  persuade  Hiem  that  their 
services,    their    privations,  and   their    blood,  are 
wholly   unavailing,  do    you  presume  that    they 
will  feel  disposed  to  make  useless  sacrifices  {     If 
it  was  possible  for  you  to  procure  a  regular  lorce 
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of  2^)^000  raen,-on  whom  aJone,  for  all  military 
purjw*-s,  our  whole  reliance  should  be  placed  io 
thi.f  i^r,  I  do  rioi  beliet^e  that  to  all  essential  pur- 
pos^rJlhe  country  would  be  better  defended  than 
it  i$  It  present.  That  portion  of  the  force  which 
wool*!  be  spafe«3  from  the  Canadian  warfare. 
mu'jt'^bedistribMtird  along  our  extended  maritime 

rrorft<'<>4''    in    sili«h{  manrmr  ac    !>->    nnnim.r  i^^ . 
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frorttf<>r'  in  suchi  manner  as  to  occupy  the  most  |  ought  to  be. 

projnlDt^nt  and  unportant  points  only. 

plaf^e^  rtust   b*'    left  wholly    defenceless,  conse- 


couDtry.  Erer  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  • 
seat  iQ  this  House,  it  has  given  birth  to  all  the 
ineasures  connected  with  your  foreign  policy. 
The  commencement  of  every  session  brought 
With  It  a  deep  conviction  that  something  was 
necessary  to  be  done,  but  it  did  not  bring  with  it 


lights 


IS   oi^t^ 
servic< 


ted  tj)  lUfpire  hmt  with  a  proper  porti 
tion,ia^d  tends  t.,  limit  the  extent  of 


sions*. 


ques| 

on  a/i 
admh 
kindjo 
disc  1 1)1 


Jj  its   Ugltimate  defenders,    upon   who5e 
s  It  relie«.     That  circumstance  is  calcula- 

ion  of  cau- 
of  his  incur- 


If!ti;t?  object  of  the  enemy  had  been  the  con- 

IA«tl  .\(i.      ......  -A I'^'l  1. 


sions.-  ^ofrt 
fact.     Vine 


i  iHiT  country,  and  if  that  object  depended 
wgreat  antl  decisive  actions  in  the  field,  I 
ilint  the  niilitia  would  not  be  the  proper 
lijrce  to  o|)pose  to  him.  In  such  actions 
n*  and  expf  rience.  which  the  militia,  from' 
the  fh^r»  periods  and  nature  of  their  service 
cann|)iuK.s.sess,ii.  ;tn  eminent  degree,  are  <»enerallv 
esseniijil  to  viciwry.  °  ^ 

W{-  «re  frequently  told  that  we  oppose  every- 
thina  loicmg  from  the   majority,  and    that   we 
propf^i  nothing  (jalculated   to  save  the  country 
Iromdl.;'  perils  w»hich  surround  us.     This  is  an 
old  aJiJ  4  stale  av'cusation.     As  long  as  gentle- 
men j»Je^determirjed  to  disregard  our  counsels 
how  ^inthcy  ask*  us  to  submit  to  the  repeated 
tnort,»iJanons  of  having  our  propositions  reject- 
ed /    .itnihe  present,  as  on   many  oth^r  occa- 
sions- »Jotrever,  tl«f  assertion  is  not  founded  in  ' 
,  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
-  :  , .  ,>TOCKTON)  has  marked  out  the  course 
lor  yoi^,,.:  detail ;  permit  me  to  repeat  his  admo- 
nitiottsMij  substance.  Abandon  the  project  which 
experie{,cr  has  stamped  with  folly,  of  conquering 
<-anaiJ    ^Manilest   a   determination    to   defend 
your  nAjjritry  by  Constitutional  means.     Banish 
Irom  ,'.|fi(ill  ideacif  conscription  to  fill  the  ranks 
ot  yo^r^acmy.     !n«pire  confidence  by  a  just  lib- 

UV^lT'^u^^  «''"^"'  '^^"5"^  ^""  P'^^'  away 
lid  frtf  "*'"''"''   """  '""'"'"  '"dependent 

miior'iT.- ^Vff '' i"^^"°"  "^  gentlemen  m  the 
Tn  m  I/!  ^'^'Tl'  ^-""^  '">■  "^"-  Having  by 
an  illji^lL-ed  and  unlortunaie  course  of  policy 

brougltt^lj.s  natK,i4.nto  .  condition  admitt^ed  on 

rbJ'r  1   I    !  ^'tt^jomely  perilous  and  alarmin- 

hey  i^ithe  high  rfspons.oility  that  awaits  ther^ 

nW^^'^^'^^^^  ''^"'J-     IntlTe' 

Tk  11  ''^^  *^"  ^"'■''^^  situation  necessarily  be<rets 
thechlr^crer  of  the^means  will  not  be  v/ry  scru- 

will  selev.  ihe  enJ.j  Something  is  necessary  to 
be  donf.,-  ;r  warn  gt^tlemen  against  the  influence 
of  thisSuDiiraent.    h  has  been  the  hane  of  this 


requisite  to  judge   correctly   what    it 
,,.      ,       ,     ,-       .    /'     "^"<^^   "   happened   that  we  were 
All  other  '  plunged    Irom    one  difficulty    into  another    stil! 
ua^e.  musi   D*^    -eit  wnolly    defenceless,  conse-    grea.er,  until,  at  last,  we  find  ourselves  in  a  con 
quen^vio  the  enemy  having  the  command   of  i  tlmou  almost  hopeless, 
the'-^'iti-r  assa;l4ble.     In  such  a  state  of  thinirs,  '      Sir,  ii  is  not  my  intentinn  m  ,«„„-  i 

the^lemy  woulcl  have   only  to  dread  the  for^ce  I  men    with   the  projpe     of 'forcibironnn' f "''"" 
actu;U  y.embodieJ    in    the  neighborhood   of  h.s  !  iheir  projects  ol^oemlafrtmei.n^ 
atta.ikjabd  makoi.is  movements  accordingly.  At  :  of  the  Ariuy,  but  1  w.l?,ake  X  .  k    ,     f    ^ 
pres^  be  knows  that  every  man  in  the  country  ! -Y  admonition.     PeTmVi^lt  to'ly         V^rfjd 

td,  when  all  your  operations  are  almost  at  a 
^tand  tor  want  of  means  to  impel  Tern  is  not 
the  s.a.on  lor  violent  measures.  Every  Govern 
mem  becomes  imbecil.tated  when  its  finan"^ 
become  deranged;  and  in  this  Government  moS 
ction^^M  "'  ">^"^y  '^^  the  vital  princ  preTf 
\V1    of  h^    ^r;^^'7Phe  which  deprived  Louis 

wh'^Ih^' a^  ee^tV;'cls7or"''^"\'"^'"'°'^ 
-    the    whole  "cotmurylf'^eiXd^^ma"''^ 

br  rVpu^lferfi  ''''-''''  had^^n^t  Frlcrbee"; 
oanitrupt  in  her  finances. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky,  said  :-The  silence 

eemeVoTrat"^"'^  '"^"'-  '"  ""^  ^'---- 
aeerned  o   grea  importance  to  our  country,  would 

not  now  be  broken,  had  not  arguments  have  been 

used  against  the  constitutionally  and  ex   e'die^  J 

01   this  bill.     The  old  mournful  song  of  ••  weak- 

thT.a!l  ofTh'^'^'^r  'I  ""  Adm.nfstrat.on,''  at 
the  tail  of  he  cry  ol  ••  French  influence  "  is  still 
sir,  the  fashionable  ditty,  and  chanted   in  allaa 
prelude  or  finale  of  every  subject      I  n^ean  not 
to  enter  into  a  vindication  of  ^others;    ^'eving 

hi',  Ti"'''  'r  ""^  .""^"'^  t"  "^  and  bel iev  nf 

uff  a'es  or  ''  ""'  ''^I'ow-citizen;,  raised  Ly  tSf 

.nM."  ,""'  "''""'^y  '"'°  the  most  exalted 

and  honorable  stations,  do  not  thereby  -partake 

0  the  nature  o  angels."  but  still  rema.I  the^  eed 
of  Abraham,''  I  leel  disposed  to  admit  those  ab- 
errations of  the  head,  incident  to  our  race  but  I 
deny,  nor  can  i:  be  proved,  that  the  hearts 'of  this 
Administration  can  be  truly  assailed  with  any 
tauir,  or  the  want  of  honor,  intrepidity.  oTp  trtot'^ 
isu  .  Their  actions  are  tested  by  the  annlausp 
and  approbation  of  the  great  maiontv^ff  ^f 
country,  and  prove   their  worth  3    x'ce  lence' 

1  heir  virtue  and  taents  '•fn.,,..K       '^■"-•-"ence. 

as  the  sun,  and  (.o^tr;:nemroV  ^rT^ronlTer' 

r.ble  as  an  army  with  banners,"  need    not   r^y 

advocation.     But  I  come   to  the  questions      Ar^ 

he  provisions  of  this   bill  Constitutional        Are 

"re^s^atlTr/ih""""  '''  ^^^"'^^  P"-" -^  C^! 

On'inni. '     '^'y^^*' '^  "  "pedieut  at  this  time? 

On  looking  into  the  Constitution,  I  find  a  oower 

g.ven,,n  te  eighth  section,  to '•  provide  forThe 

common  defence  of  the   United  States   to  raise 

and  support  armies,  to  provide  fororganz  ng  the 

,  m.litia,aad  tomake  all  laws  necessar^nd  pr^op^r 

iortaryiDg  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers?" 


tl 


:l 


u 


861 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


862 


DCCEMBER,  1814. 


Militia  Draught*. 


H.orR. 


Permit  me  to  ask.  Can  words  make  power  more 
ample?  Can  language  increase  its  attributes? 
Neither  lime,  place,  or  occasion,  limits  this  power. 
'Tis  positive — the  Congress  possess  it,  and  are 
alone  responsible  for  abuse  of  it.  If.  indeed,  it 
were  necessary  to  add  to  this  well-defined  power. 
1  might  be  pardoned  for  quoting  a  statute  of 
much  greater  antiquity  and  much  higher  au- 
thority, as  well  as  more  positive;  a  statute  reg- 
istered in  Heaven,  and  recorded  in  the  great  vol- 
ume of  animate  being,  entitled  Self-preserva- 
tion; teaching  its  lessons  to  brutes,  and  lectur- 
ing man,  that  whenever  the  occasion  requires  it, 
''It  is  meet  that  some  should  die  for  the  people." 
to  prevent  the  whole  nation  from  perishing.  If, 
sir,  such  authorities  as  ihese  fail  to  show  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  bill,  I  confess  I  have  none 
greater,  and  should  despair  of  seeing  the  honor- 
able opponents  to  it  convinced  by  '"  a  decree  from 
Heaven."  Sir.it  is  not  sufficient  to  oppose  para- 
doxes, sophistry,  and  argument,  to  the  veritable 
assertions  here  made.  Could  gentlemen  "  burst 
the  cerements"  of  reason,  logic,  and  syllogism, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  mar  the  features,  ex- 
tenuate or  shroud  the  meaning  of  those  author- 
ities;  their  effects  must  be  operative,  and  their 
force  irresistible. 

On  the  expediency  and  present  necessity  of 
raising  men  for  this  war,  will  it  be  pardonable  to 
dilate  ?  To  say  we  are  opposed  by  an  enemy, 
ferocious,  powerful,  vindictive,  actively  employed 
at  this  moment,  in  burning,  plundering,  robbing 
and  murdering  our  fellow-citizens  on  seventeen 
hundred  miles  of  s-eacoast,  would  be  repeating 
what  we  all  know  to  be  fact ;  to  say  that  we  ex- 
pect this  enemy  will  be  greatly  augmented  early 
in  the  next  year,  would  express  our  belief.  That 
our  business  here  is  to  provide,  as  efl'ectually  as 
we  can  obtain  the  means,  for  the  safety  of  our 
nation,  none  will  deny.  Who  then  will  question 
the  necessity  of  this  bill,  or  some  other  equally 
remedial  ? 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  we  advance  towards  this 
desirable  object,  at  every  step  we  are  told  of  con- 
fccription;  at  this  cabalistic  word,  horrors,  gor- 
gons,  and  dire  chimeras  arise  and  follow  in  its 
train;  the  separation  of  father,  mother,  wife,  and 
child,  is  grouped  ;  the  tender  scenes  of  an  everlast- 
ing parting  are  pencilled  with  a  master's  hand, 
aiid  woe,  woe,  woe,  is  portrayed  with  the  poweis 
ot  the  most  enclianiing  eloquence.  .My  feelings 
were  (I  am  not  ashamed  to  own)  in  sympathetic 
unison  with  the  dulcet  sounds  of  chastened  sor- 
row flowing  from  the  lips  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire,  in  his  tale  of  things 
yet  to  come,  his  group  of  apprehensions.  When, 
alas!  sir,  the  scene  changed  from  fancy  to  re- 
ality, from  the  visionary  idea  of  possibility,  to  the 
melancholy,  mournful  catastroplies  of  substantial 
misery.  Wliat  busy  scene-shifter  of  the  brain 
drew  the  curtain,  and  presented  the  cold-blooded 
murders,  burnt  and  mangled  corses  of  Raisin, 
Rapids,  and  Brownstown.  the  conflagrations  and 
sacking  of  Black  Rock,  Havre  de  Grace,  Wash- 
ington, and  every  assailable  part  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  its  tributary  streams!     Here,  indeed. 


we  might  rally,  sir — the  weeping  mother,  the  or- 
phan, the  murdered  or  imprisoned  father  or  son, 
the  hoary  head  and  green  youth,  robbed,  plundered; 
imprisoned  or  murdered,  by  that  infamous  enemy 
who  never  spared  when  his  avarice  or  violence 
were  his  dictators. 

If  this  recital  excites  horror;  if  it  would  make 
the  swords  of  freemen  fly  from  their  scabbards, 
to  repress  and  chastise  a  iot  so  barbarous,  let  me 
ask  what  additional  feeling  would  edge  them? 
There  is  existing,  sir,  a  tale,  yet  untold  ;  the  scenes 
were  laid  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia,  and  St.  In- 
igoes,  in  Maryland;  a  tale  too  horrid,  too  shock- 
ing, to  bear  expression  here;  a  tale  that  would 
freezeyour  blood, excite  your  vengeance,and  make 
you,  like  Hannibal,  swear  eternal  enmity  to  the 
name  of  Briton;  a  tale  that  would  make  angels 
weep,  and  excite  tender  emotions  from  fiends  ;  a 
tale,  the  truth  of  which  is  unquestionable,  passing 
almost  within  sight  and  sound  of  your  Capitol ;  a 
tale,  repealed  but  the  last  week  at  Tappahannock, 
which  plainly  proves  it  the  deliberate  purpose  of 
our  enemy  to  persist.  This  tale,  sir,  will,  I  hope, 
reconcile  gentlemen  to  the  objects  of  this  bill, 
and  convince  them  of  its  expediency.  Let  them 
not  be  aff'righted  by  the  word  conscription  ;  it  is 
older  than  the  oldest  man  here;  well  do  Ire- 
member  It  fifty-seven  years  ago.  Then,  sir,  I  saw 
and  recollected  the  parting  of  husband  and  wife, 
father  and  son.  The  occasion  required  it  ;  the 
savage  was  upon  the  borders,  and  must  be  re- 
pelled ;  none  murmured.  In  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, this  same  conscription,  or  draught,  which 
are  but  words  to  designate  the  details  for  military 
duty,  saved  your  country.  After  the  reverses  in 
'76.  on  Long  and  York  Islands,  Fort  Washington, 
Jcc,  had  almost  destroyed  every  appearance  of 
resisting  further  the  arms  of  the  foe;  at  a  time 
when  even  hope  was  only  kept  alive  and  cher- 
ished by  the  example  of  that  exalted  man  who 
led  the  feeble  resistance  of  his  country  ;  then,  sir, 
at  that  hour  of  alarm  and  peril,  the  force  raised 
by  conscription  saved  us;  and  at  every  period 
liirough  that  eventful  war.  we  know  and  feel  its 
efficacy.  Sir,  when  I  hear  it  asserted  here,  that 
this  law  cannot  be  executed,  the  Eastern  Stales 
will  revolt,  they  will  not  submit  to  be  detailed 
for  the  defence  of  this  nation,  of  which  they  are 
a  part,  I  feel  astonished.  Can  you  believe  these 
assertions?  What,  sir!  can  it  be  credited  that 
the  sons,  the  offspring  of  those  immortal  bands 
who  in  1775  first  taught  our  enemy  the  might 
and  prowess  of  freemen,  and  all  America  the 
true  principles  and  value  of  liberty  ;  who  said  to 
Britain,  "the  soil  is  our  own.  and  you  tread  not 
on  It  but  by  permission,"  and  who  have  gone  down 
into  the  dust,  mature  in  ye.irs  and  ripe  in  honors  ; 
will  their  descendants,  pious,  learned,  industrious, 
and  patriotic,  wage  war  against  their  Goyern- 
ment.  because  of  the  new  exposition  of  a  phrase, 
or  definition  of  a  word,  in  a  law  prescribing  the 
means  of  sif<-ty,  at  this  hour  of  extreme  danger? 
Gentlemen  must  pardon  me  for  not  admitting 
conclusions  so  uncharitable  (I  had  almost  said) 
so  invidious,  from  their  premises;  it  is  not  pos- 
sible. 
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If.  Irvikg.  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 
It.  SpeaktT,  it  appears   to  me,  that  the  nice 
diHtJClions,  that  have  heretofore  been  niade,  be- 
no 


t!(^^c  a  defensive  and  an  offensive  war,  are 
fcfsjprofany  consequence.    Theground  on  which 
iSi*  war ^ 


conimenced,  can  no  longer,  it  is  presumed, 
^{^tl   the  (.uestion,  whether  hoscilities  shall   be 
^a^iiSd    on    with    every  efficient   means   within 
4f»'  power.     The  terms  proposed  by  the  British 
(j^fmiissioners   have  been  communicated  to  this 
ji^'iije ;  and  the  quenion  now  is,  whether  these  I 
fe^np*!  are  to  be  accepted,  or,  whether  we  are  to  j 
•^(iploy  the  nieans  Providence  has  placed  within  '• 
^i*  t;each  iti  the  expectation  of  procuring  better? 
?iBir,  1  would  ask  any  gentleman  in  this  Assem-  j 
fcff,  whether  lie  is  willing  to  accept  of  these  terms —  i 
tJ^d.-smembe:  the  territory  of  the  United  Slates. 
tg*op  off  the  hands  and  arras  of  this  country,  and  ] 
th|«  deliver  fc>er  a  prey  to  the  enemy  ;  or,  at  any  ' 
r*t«,jtake  fro'a  her  every  future  hope  of  obtaining  i 
frfecjr  satisfaction  for  injuries,  or  security  against  | 
|W'  ^fXercis.i  of  oppression  on  the  ocean  ?  "if  he 
^a;|f  he  is  willing  to  do  this,  it  is  well ;  he  takes  j 
<hi^itand.  and  we  know  what  he  means  by  oppos-  ' 
<rij;tiiis  measure.     But  if  on  the  other  hand,  by  a  ' 
f^^.ig  of  gt-nerous  indignation  at  these  new  and  I 
BWJrrantabli'  claims,  that  violate  the  integrity  I 
A^thii  country,  and   outrage  every  principfe  of  i 
Itijrprocity,  ho  answers,  that  he  will  not  make 
jK^ce  on  such  Ignoble  terms;  then,  if  he  differs 
wifblrae.  it  is  only  as  to  the  expediency  of  this 
Utta,aure,  or  its  capacity  to  answer  the  purpose 
tif  Hrhich  It  is  intended.     It  is  with  a  view  of  in- 
♦^•tiJjatiDg  ih#se  two  points  that  I  enter  into  this 
(ffl4»e  ;  for  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  honora- 
IfU^pnlleman  in  this  House  who  would  recom- 
»H<t,(J  a  peace  on    the  terms   which  have  been 
<fttM.     If  there  is.  I  should  consider  it  idle  to 
ad  Jt*ss  myvelf  to  suc:i  a  person.     It  is  impossible 
fi  .ipeate  a  soul  under   the  ribs  of  d-ath— and  I 

F'llld  consider  it  equally  hopeless  to  reason  against 
^lA  want  of  certain  ft-elings.  or  attempt  to  excite 
oc;  (jtions  in  a  breast  ^teeK•d  by  insensibility, 
i      .would,  then,  ask,  are  the   present   means  of 
na;  i;og  an  army  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the 

;r  -(Ifcnt  crisis  ?  .\o,  sir.  The  history  of  the  war, 
D  |1  the  ex^>erience  of  every  day,  are  a  sufficient 
n '«ner  10  tJiii  question.  What  with  the  habits 
Wi!«udered  by  a  long  pt-ace— the  want  of  means 
tpLay  the  enprmous  bounties,  which  are  neces- 
sa|,'  to  tempt  the  prosperous  multitude  of  this 
cjotolry— and;  most  oi  all,  the  various  and  unjus- 
Ul{*bl*'  raeanj^that  have  been  resorted  to.  for  the 
pLJpt)se  of  impeding  or  discouraging  enlMraents, 
nl  found  8n|ally  impossible  to  till  the  ranks  of 
tJiJiArmy.  Are  the  militia  ordered  out?  It  is 
ca|fd  oppression.  Are  they  selected  by  lot  ? 
Gv^alemen  cpy  out  conscription— as  if  there  was 
anjf  analogy  bfetw^en  the  temperate  behests  of  the 
Uv£:and  ih»'  arbitrary  will  of  a  despot.  Should 
aKt|  Aian  be  wdling  to  enlist  voluntarily,  he  is  told 
i|ii,his  pay  will  be  withheld,  lor  that,  in  New 
^tj^jand,  sev^ii-al  soldiers  have  sold  their  certifi- 
c^'ii  at  a  lusj  of  fifty  per  cent.  And  this  fact, 
^i^ch,  if  It  bejtrue,  was  the  result  of  a  panic  aris- 
ib'jllrom  the  spggestions  of  some  patriotic  adviser, 


.1. 


or  conscientious  broker,  who  wished  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  his  credulity,  is  trumpeted  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other — hawked  about 
in  newspapers,  and  recorded  in  triumph  by  the 
friends  of  their  country. 

What  then  remains  for  us,  sir?     Are  we  to  go 
on  in  this  miserable  rieketty  mode  of  warfare  to 
the  end  of  time,  and  waste  our  resources  by  drib- 
lets, in  this  preposterous  economy  — this  lady-like 
forbearance  of  using  the   means  in  our  power? 
Or  are  we,  by  one  manly  and  decisive  effort,  to 
do  that  at  once,  which  we  must  do  at  last,  or  sub- 
mit to  a  most  dishonorable  peace?     This  is  not 
the  land   of  Colchis — you  cannot  sow  dragons' 
teeth  and  reap  armed   men  ;  you  must  resort  to 
human  means— and  all   human  means,   hitherto 
tried,  have  failed  ;  we  must,  therefore,  find  others, 
or  we  must  crouch  and  cringe,  and  say  to  the 
enemy,  in  the  debased  and  whining  language  of 
j  cowardice,  -  take  all  we  have,  but  spare  our  lives." 
I      Sir.  as  a  means  of  raising  an  efficient  army.  I  see 
[  nothing  unconsiitutionaloriilegalin  the  bill  before 
us,  nor,  indeed,  any  very  extraordinary  hardship. 
j  If  the  country  is  worth  defending,  and  I  do   trust 
I  some  part  of  it.at  least,  will  be  considered  so,  there 
appears   no   very  good    reason    why  men  should 
!  not  be  called  upon  to  perform  that  duly.     The 
I  framers  of  this  Constitution  thoughfso.  and  they 
invested  the  General  Government  with  the  power 
j  of  calling  out  the  militia,  as  a  sufficient  defence 
I  against  any  force  that  might  be  brought  against  us. 
I  If,  sir,  this  resource  is  withheld  bv  the  delicate 
i  scruples  of  some  State  authorities— if  pretence,  or 
construction,  or  quibble  is  reported  to— or  if  men 
{  shelter  themselves  behind  an  ambiguity,  are  the 
I  country,  the  lakes,  and  our  honor,  to  be  sacrificed 
I  in  consequence?     1  hope  not— I  trust  not— I  am 
sure  not.     I  do  believe  there  is  spirit  enough  in 
I  this  House  to  resist  both  foreign  and   domestic 
;  foes,  and  energy  sufficient  to  surmount   the  ima- 
ginary barriers  of  the  Constitution,  which  rather 
,  seem  to  invite  the  aggressions  of  the  enemy  than 
j  to  afford  safety  to  those  whom  this  very  Coosti- 
I  tution  was  intended  to  protect. 
I      1  say  imaginary  barriers,  because  I  see  nothing 
in  the  Constitution  which  opposes  this  classifica- 
j  tion.     It  IS  true,  sir.  I  am  no  lawyer,  expert   in 
j  legal    subtleties,  and   equally  expert  in  applying 
,  either  end  of  the  glass  to  an  object,  as  it  suits  his 
purpose,  to  increase  or  dimmish  it.     But  there  is 
one  rule  of  law.  to  which  I  have  not  been  inat- 
tentive, and   that  is.  to  consult   the  intention    of 
the  law  which  we  are  to  expound.     What  was 
the  intention  of  that  section  of  the  Constitution 
which   provides   for  calling  out  the  militia;  m 
,  short,  sir.   what   was   the    whole   object   of  the 
Constitution  itself  ?     It  was  framed  solely  for  the 
1  purpose  of  combining  the  people  of  the  United 
;  btates  into  a  community  for  mutual  defence.     If, 
iheretore,  the  usual  resource  of  militia  is  insuffi- 
cient, we  resort  to  regular  enlistment  ;  and  if  that 
'  lails.  wh.it  are  we  to  do  but   try  more   efficient 
means,  or  surrender  the  honor,  and  barter  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  for  imaginary  Constitutional 
scruples? 

Sir,  there  is  one  political  axiom  that  cannot  be 
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controverted  ;  the  country  must  be  defended ; 
and  whether  this  is  done  by  drawing  the  enemy 
to  a  distance,  or  receiving  him  at  our  doors,  is  a 
matter  of  policy,  and  not  of  conscience.  It  does 
not  alter  the  principle  one  single  hair's  breadth. 
For  ray  part,  sir,  I  cannot  find  in  the  Constitution 
any  one  principle  that  militates  against  classifica- 
tion any  more  than  against  a  draught,  or  conscrip- 
tion, as  some  gentlemen  call  it.  If  there  was, 
cases  might  occur,  even  then,  to  justify  such  a 
measure,  as  indispensable  to  self  defence,  which, 
while  that  necessity  lasts,  supersedes  all  other 
laws  but  those  of  nature. 

But  it  appears  to  me,  that  sometimes  we  '"strain 
at  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  camel."  There  is  a  fun- 
damental principle  in  the  Constitution  which  re- 
quires the  minority  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the 
majority,  constitutionally  expressed — yet  some 
in  our  country  have  forgotten  that;  there  is  ano- 
ther, that  '•  no  Slate  shall  enter  into  compact  with 
another  State" — some  have  quite  forgotten  that ; 
and  there  is  a  sacred  principle  of  union  pervading 
every  article  of  the  Ounstitution — and  some  have 
quite  forgotten  that. 

No!  Mr.  Speaker,  having  so  glorious  an  inheri- 
tance, equal  to  that  promised  land  that  the  Jews 
were  forty  years  suffering  in  the  wilderness  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining,  is  it  not  wonderful,  that  instead 
of  devising  ways  and  means  for  defending  and 
securing  the  precious  pos.«!ession.  we  should  be 
seeking  for  quibbles  to  render  useless  the  means 
that  God  has  provided  for  its  defence  ? 

Sir.  we  hear  the  Executive  uf  the  United  States 
every  day  charged  with  incapacity  in  carrying  on 
the  war;  but  how  could  we  have  expected  any- 
thing else,  when  we  lake  into  consideration  the 
situation  in  which  he  has  been  placed  ?  Instead 
of  providing  money  by  taxation,  we  chose  to  re- 
sort to  the  expedient  of  loans,  and  sent  our  Gov- 
ernment out  borrowing,  until  they  returned  penni- 
less. The  consequence  has  been,  that  instead  of 
employing  their  tune  the  Summer  past  in  devis- 
ing plans  how  they  could  most  annoy  the  enemy, 
they  have  been  scuffling  with  national  penury — 
perplexed  to  know,  from  day  to  day.  how  they 
could  employ  to  the  best  advantage  their  stinted 
means — bow  they  could  exist  from  hour  to  hour, 
with  an  exhausted  Treasury,  and  a  depreciated 
credit.  It  IS  in  vain  lo  expect  a  well-conducted 
war  and  an  efficient  Administration,  unless  we 
provide  money  and  men  to  produce  both. 

Sir,  gentlemen  talk  of  this  General  Government 
as  if  it  were  a  seK-supported  superior  being ;  some 
abstract  and  independent  power;  some  cloud-en- 
throned Hercules,  on  whom  we  are  to  depend  for 
overcoming  our  difficulties,  without  any  exertion 
of  our  own.  What  is  the  Government  ol  tlie 
United  States,  but  an  aggregate  of  the  physical 
power  and  wealth  of  the  people  at  large?  It  is 
from  those  it  derives  its  strength  and  its  energy; 
and  if  those  are  withheld.  I,  for  one,  should  liKe 
to  know  what  means  gentlemen  would  propose 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  that  strength  and 
energy.  Sir.  you  might  as  well  wither  this  arm 
by  a  powerful  spell,  and  stop  the  current  of  blood 
that  tlows  in  these  veins,  and  then,  when  the  arm 
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was  rendered  powerless,  and  the  heart  ceased  lo 
beat,  deride  the  body  for  being  inert  and  mo- 
tionless. 

There  is  but  one  way  of  giving  energy  to  a  free 
Government  that  I  know  of,  and  that  Is  by  being 
liberal,  not  reckles.s,  of  the  public  resources;  and 
it  is  the  s(>ecial  duty  of  this  House,  charged  as  it 
is  with  ihat  distribution,  lo  be  careful,  while  it 
guards  the  public  wealtli  from  waste,  and  the 
people  of  this  free  country  from  oppression,  to 
give  to  the  Government  the  means  of  being  strong 
and  energetic. 

If  we  refuse  these  means,  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  who,  after  having  clamored  for  taxes 
as  ihey  did  for  war.  and  al'terwards  voted  against 
both,  may,  if  they  please,  charge  the  AdmiiTistra- 
lion  with  not  being  energetic;  they  may  attempt 
to  lift  the  load  of  responsibility  from  lhemselve.<« 
bu'.  it  will  cling  to  them  with  the  pertinacity  of 
some  natural  deformity  ;  and.  though  they  may 
perchance  deceive  themselves,  those  who  trace 
effects  right  home  to  iheir  true  causes,  will  point 
to  this  House,  which,  with  a  most  prodigal  econ- 
omy, refused  to  bestow,  what  it  was  content  the 
Government  should  borrow,  at  a  rate  of  interest 
beyond  what  any  individual  who  was  not  desper- 
ate in  fortune  and  reputation  ever  paid. 

I  came  not  here,  sir,  as  the  advocate  of  any 
Administration  whatever,  but  as  an  agent  from 
the  part  of  the  country  I  represent  to  promote, 
according  lo  the  best  of  my  judgment,  the  public 
good.  Still,  I  think  it  the  part  of  every  honest 
man  to  vindicate  the  rulers  of  his  free  choice, 
when  he  thinks  they  are  unjustly  calumniated. 
Neither  do  I  impeach  any  man's  motives  in  say- 
ing, lliat  when  gentlemen  accuse  the  Executive 
with  want  of  energy,  they  may  as  well  go  a  litlle 
further,  and  accuse  the  body  of  not  takinij  care 
of  the  limbs,  when  the  limbs  have  refused  to  do 
their  office. 

It  is  this  mistaken,  this  fatal  economy,  that  ac- 
counts for  the  ill  conduct  of  the  war.  of  which 
gentlemen  every  day,  and  on  all  occasions,  com- 
plain. No  matter  what  may  be  the  subject  before 
us,  we  are  condemned  on  every  question  to  hear 
a  repetition  of  the  same  arguments.  The  clock 
does  not  strike,  or  the  sentinel  walk  his  rounds, 
more  regularly  than  some  gentlemen  go  the  sing- 
song round  of  '•  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  unnatu- 
ral war."  They  are  continually  reminding  us  of 
the  unfortunate  cook,  who,  for  want  of  a  little 
genius  to  diversify  his  dinners,  every  day  served 
up  the  same  dull  round  of  ''three  roasted  pigs, 
three  buttered  apple  pies."  Whenever  they  are 
asked  for  men  or  money,  ihey  either  fly  out  into 
a  passion  and  scold  the  Administration  roundly, 
or  they  resort  to  as  many  excuses  as  a  miser 
dunned  for  some  miserable  pittance.  One  gen- 
tlemen will  not  give  his  money,  because  his  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  is  not  represented  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  W'ays  and  Means.  Why,  sir,  this  is 
the  first  lime  that  I  have  ever  heard  the  doctrine 
of  the  union  of  taxation  and  representation  nar- 
rowed down  to  such  miserable  localities.  If  such 
a  principle  is  to  be  introduced  into  this  House, 
there  is  not  a  measure  that  may  not   be  opposed 
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ooi  ihis  grounG.  Erory  State  must  be  represented  ecutive  of  not  performing  what  we  did  not  afford 
ini^atrh  committee;  and  the  josiling  of  local  in-  him  the  means  to  perform,  we  either  treat  him 
teii»st8,  local  prejudices,  and  local  partialities,  j  unjustly,  or  we  virtually  declare  ourselves  mere 
w.  iild  in  alt  probability  most  effectually  prevent  I  automatons,  to  be  directed  by  his  will,  which  is 
ati't  well  digested  report  from  ever  being  made  to  '  notoriously  not  the  case.  Sir.  let  us  try  to  do 
thizk  House.  belter  in  future.     Let  us  provide  ample  means  to 

><ir.  it  is  her*,  on  ihis  floor,  that  the  final  de-  insure  success,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  can 
ci.^on  on  every  report  is  made;  and,  so  long  as  we  hold  the  Executive  responsible  for  disaster 
»ii*  member  6f  this  House  can  here  freely  deliver  ]  and  disgrace. 

Iji^  sentiments  and  utter  his  objections  in  Ian- |  Sir,  this  is  not  a  time  to  talk,  but  to  act.  When 
gu^g^*  that  suits  either  the  suavity  or  malignity  our  Array  is  composed  of  a  mere  handful  of  men. 
(ff  Ibis  own  disposition,  It  does  appear  to  me  a  |  and  our  Treasury  empty,  so  that  it  cannot  provide 
ijijaer  of  perfect  indifference  whether  his  section  ]  for  this  gallant  handful ;  when  an  enemy,  power- 

ithe   Uniori   is  represented   in   the   committee  i  ful  and  active,  is  beating  against  our  shores   like 


^ 


'lOt.  I  the  strong  wave  of  the  ocean  ;   when  everything 

',  iir,  I  repeat  again,  it  is  this  mistaken  economy  j  is  at  stake;  when  personal  safety,  property,  and 
wl  ich.  by  withholding  what  is  necessary,  renders  '  everything  valuable,  and  everything  dear  to  us, 
wtfet  it  bestows  almost  useless,  that  accounts  for  lie  all  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  momentary  events; 
thl  alleged  bad  conduct  of  the  war,  on  which  and  when,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  we  may 
thj  genllemep  dwell   with  such  wonderful   and    emphatically  say.  •■  we  know  not  what  a  day  may 


ip^ssant  perlinacity.  Not  having  money,  the 
Crjl/ernment  Icould  not  procure  men ;  and  not 
h»ing  men,  jthey  could  not  undertake  any  ex- 
te*<ive  and  sijlendid  enierpri.se.  And  thi.s,  in  my 
opiaion,  is  alK  the  bad  conduct  that  can  be  prop- 
erjr  charged  upon  the  Administration.  Even 
this  circumscjribed  by  our  jealous  economy,  what 
ow  advantag.'  has  the  enemy  gained,  except  the 
soltary  one  of  injuring  this  capital  ?  And  that, 
inji  national  hoint  of  view,  as  affecting  the  spirit 


bring  forth,"  .surely,  such  is  not  the  moment  for 
parsimonious  feelings  in  raising  taxes,  or  for  forced 
constructions  to  defeat  the  meanrs  for  raising  men. 
If  we  are  par.simonious  now,  the  next  year  every- 
thing !:«  to  be  done  over  again ;  the  same  expense 
ii  to  be  repeated,  and  the  same  result  ensues.  Sir, 
this  IS  the  way  to  exhaust  a  country  without  pro- 
ducing one  single  good.  It  renders  her  sacrifices 
of  no  avail ;  it  is  offering  up  victims  without  a 
hope  that  the  offering  will  be  accepted  ;  it  is  bleed- 


oflhe  nation,, has  been  rather  a  good  than  an  evil.  ;  ing  a  little  every  day.  till  the  patient  is  exhausted. 

Si'^nething  wiis  necessary  to  rouse  the  dormant    while  the  disease  remains. 

sp^it  of  the  nation,  and  this  has  effectually  done  i      The  motion  was   further  opposed   by   Messrs. 

it.f  But  eventhis  disaster  is   to  be  attributed  to    Fohsytu,  Trolp  and   Bradley,  and  advocated 

o\^  own  imprudence — not  in  expendingbut  with-    by  Mr.  Grosvenor. 

he  Jing  the  public  resources.    The  want  of  money,  ,      After  refusing  several   times  to  adjourn,  the 

so,timperiously  felt  at   the  Treasury,  which   pre-  i  question  on  the  motion  for   indefinite  postpone- 

Vf^jted  the  raising  of  men,  prevented   the  possi-  j  ment  was  decided  as  follows: 

bi''ty  of  havtng  a  sufficient  force  ready  to   repel  i      v,..     vi.  .,     n-.,ii-    „.   m  u       ..     t>     i      r 

•  •   '  *  -  -         '  '  I EAS — .Vles^rs.  liaylies  ot   Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 

Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  Burwell,  Capcrton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Massachusetts,  Davis  of 


attack  ;  it  prevented  ' 
riifications  at  every 
vented  the  doing  any- 
ailed  the 


Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hender- 
son, Jackson  of  KhoJe  Island,  Kent  of  .\cw  Vork, 
King  of  .Vlassachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Miller,  Moselcy,  Oakley.  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John   Kced,  William    Reed,  Ruggles,  Schure- 


ihl  enemy  at  every  avenue  of 

(hi  erecting  af  necessary  for 

vifnerable  point;  and  it  prev( 

thing,  until  the  dangers  of  the  moment  cs 

attntion  of  the  Government  to  act. 

finable  to  obtain  means  for  expenditures  that 
w*re  absolute  in  their  demand,  such  as  the  sub- 
ailence  of  troops,  the  supplying  arms,  aramuni- 

tiw.  ordnance,  clothing.  &c.,  for  those  already  man,  ShetTey,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Vork, 
erjployed,  and  for  erecting  fortifications  where  it  '  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturgrs,  Tai^ijart.  Thompson, 
Wlft  conceived  they  were  immediately  wanted,  1  ^^*'  ^^  f  ^  "^  Massachusetu,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
th'se  contingencies  that  were  apparently  remote  |  ^'^ite,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  .Massachusetu — 55. 
Wire  not  takea  into  consideration;  they  were  of'  Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  .Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
n*essity  neglected  ;  and  hence  the  opportunity  |  cher,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
^*en  to  the  pnemy  to  make  an  incursion  into  Bradley.  Brown,  Butler.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
thy  place  ^and  here  we  are  to  look  for  the  cause  j  Chappeii,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
or 


olf'.he  inefficiency  of  the  present  Administration.  '  '^rawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Denoyelles, 
Vfe  did  not  projnde  la  time  the  means  to  enable    ^*"ha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiskof 

-"^'cw  Vork,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  (Jholson,  Good- 
ryn,   Gourdin,   Griffin,  Harris,    Hasbrouck,    Hawes, 


»hlm    to   be   ^-fBcient;    and  any   Administration 
xv?uid   have  been   inefficient  under  similar  cir- 


(iBastances, 

4  urge  the.<(>  remarks  on  this  House,  consider- 
in*  it  a  thinking,  reflecting,  body;  a  co-ordi  lale 
hiCnch  of  the  Government;  and  equally  bound 
**^h  the  Executive,  in  the  laws  that  are  framed. 
\c  consult  the  interests  and  promote  the  safety  of 
Jhfe  people.    When,  therefore,  we  accuse  the  JEx- 


Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irving.  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lcfferts, 
Lowndes.  Lyie,  .Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lean, Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Par- 
ker, Picken.s  Piper,  Pleasants.  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage.  Sey- 
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bert.  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penajlvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wilhams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright, 
and  Yancey — 95. 

Two  or  three  ineffectual  attempts  were  then 
made  to  adjourn. 

The  rjuestion  being  then  stated  on  concur- 
ring in  the  first  amendment  to  tne  bill,  as  agreed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  amend- 
ment authorizes  the  President  to  call  directly  on 
the  officers  of  militia  in  case  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Governors  of  the  States  to  aid  in  the  execution 
of  the  law — 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  a  short  time 
in  opposition  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
this  amendment,  and  agreed  to — For  the  amend- 
ment 87,  against  it  42,  as  follows: 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston, .Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Barbour.  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappeii,  Clark,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Cuthbert.  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin.  Ghoison.  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawen,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefforts,  Lowndes,  Lyic,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  .Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee.  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  I'drce,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey — 87. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton.  Champion,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ely,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Macon,  Miller,  Moseley,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schurcman, 
Sheffey,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetu,  and  Wright — 42. 

The  question,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Miller,  to 
adjourn  (at  6  o'clock)  was  then  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays — for  the  motion  53.  against  it  75. 

Mr.  Lewisj,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  post- 
pone the  bill  and  amendments  to  Monday. — Ne- 
gatived. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  and 
separately  to  agree  to  all  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  That 
amendment  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  to  reduce  the  term  of 
service  of  the  militia  to  be  draughted  from  two 
years  to  one  year,  was  agreed  toby  the  following 
vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge, Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cannon, 
Clopton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Ely.  Eppes,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Ghoison,  Goodwyn, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hum- 
phreys, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 


land, Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetu,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Moseley, 
Piper,  Pitkin.  PlcasanU,  John  Reed,  Rich,  Roane 
Ruggles,  Seybert.  ShefTey,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia', 
Stanford,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetu,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetu,  and 
Wright— 62. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  .\rcher,  Avery,  Barnett, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Ch.ippell, 
Clark.  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton, Crouch,  Denoyelles,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
North  Carohnia,  LefferU,  Lyle,  McKim,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickering.  Pickens,  Rea  of  Penn- 
nia,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  RoberUon,  Sage,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Udree,  Webster,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Vancey — 57. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  quotas  assigned  to  each  of  the  Stales, 
and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert: 

From  New  Hampshire    -         -         .         .  3,100 

From  Massachusetu        ....  10,036 

From  Rhode  Island  ...         -  1,100 

From  Connecticut 3,720 

From  Vermont 3,032 

From  New  York     .....  12,405 

From  New  Jersey 3,087 

From  Pennsylvania  ....  10,652 

From  Delaware       .         .         .         .         .  .  803 

From  Maryland 3,395 

From  Virginia 7,697 

From  North  Carolina      ....  5,217 

From  South  Carolina      ....  2,870 

From  Georgia 1,875         ^ 

From  Kentucky 4,025 

From  Tennessee      .....  2,725 

From  Ohio 2,860 

From  Louisiana      •         •         -         .         -  -  428 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required 
on  this  motion,  the  House  at  length  adjourned, 
it  little  before  8  o'clock,  after  a  silting  of  nearly 
ten  hours. 


Monday,  December  12. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylvania, 
Amos  Slav.maker.  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, and  took  his  seat,  in  ihe  place  of  James 
Whitehill,  resigned  ;  the  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  being  first  admin- 
istered to  him. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  merchants,  and  other  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  desired  the  reading  of  this 
memorial,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  more  particularly  to  a  subject  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Among  the  signatures  to 
that  petition  were  the  names  of  persons  who  bad 
coniribuied  millions  to  the  revenue,  and  of  others 
who  had.  wiihm  a  short  lime,  bestowed  thousands 
of  dollars  on  charitable  institutions;  men  thaa 
whom  there  were  none  more  respectable  in  the 


h    ' 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


872 


Distilled  Spirits— Destruction  of  Public  Books,  <fc. 


December,  1814. 


Thrylook  to  Congress  alone  for  relief 

ihe  difficulties  into  which  they  have  been 
pliii  aod  by  ihi.  recent  embarrassments  of  conti- 
mf  tiiij:;  by  whom  alone  they  can  be  relieved,  if 
ih'i  ffcent  decisJion  of  ihe  circuit  court  of  Penn- 
sylvania be  confirmed,  &c.  He.  therefore,  moved 
ih^r  jfie  menjorial  be  referred  lo  the  Committee 
oil  I  !iit>  Judiciary. — Agreed  to. 

(N  ^|E?PE!5,  of  Virginia,  from  liie  Committee 
off  V'ays  and  Means,  repcrted  a  bill  to  provide 
a(|d  tj^nal  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
tte> '  Cfovernnietit  and  mamtaining  the  public 
cr^nlii,i  by  laying  a  direct  lax  within  iht-  United 
S|ajc«^'.  and  to  juovide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
thf"  ^»c»e  ;  twice  read,  and  commitied. 

?lyi?e  bill  frutii  the  Senate  for  the  leiief  of  J.  C. 
!^)Urt  having  been    reported  without  amend- 


Hpfil 


ratj^tjiwas  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Tjili"  House  then  took  up  for  consideration 


the  carriage 


the 
duty 


Rerd,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rafglc** 
Schureman,  Scybert,  Shiphcrd,  Smith  of  New  York» 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose. 
Ward  of  .Vlassachusetta.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster. 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts* 
Winter,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Harnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Conard, 
Creighton,  Cuipcper,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Find- 
Icy,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  (Joodwyn, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  North  Carolina,  LefTerts,  Lyie,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Murfree,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper, 
I'leasants,  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shclfey,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Tanne- 
hill,  Telfair.  Troup,  Udree,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Yancey. 

All  the  amendments  (this  one  excepted)  were 
agreed  to.  and  the  bill  returned  to  the  Senate. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS. 

Mr.  Pearson,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  se- 
lect committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
of  Patrick  Magruder,  respecting  tiie  destruction  of 
the  library  and  papers  belonging  to  the  office  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  made 
a  report  thereon,  exhibiting  a  detailed  view  uftbe 
circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  library, 
which  the  coinmitiee  conceive  might  have  been 
preserved  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  ihe  vouchers 
for  the  contingent  expenditures  of  tlie  House  of 
Representatives;  and  concluding  with  a  resolu- 
tion, that  he  be  credited  with  a  certain  sum.  as- 
certained lo  have  been  expended  by  him  between 
the  14th  January.  1814,  and  the  day  on  which 
the  Capitol  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  The 
report  was  read  by  Mr.  P.  in  his  place,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.     It  is  a«.  follows: 

That  the  committee  have  satisfactory  evidence  that 

the  library  of  CongresH,  consisting  of  volumes  agreea- 

Car-  i  biy  to  the  catalogue  herewith  submitted,  was  destroyed 

by  the  enemy  on  the  24 ih  of  .\ugust  last ;  and,  also,  the 

No|i9)  Caroima.  and   Mr.  Ingham  of  Pennsylva-     manu»<"ript  records,  papers,  and  secret  journals  of  Con- 

n|^,[:ind   supported  by  Mr.  .McKi.m  of  .Maryland.     K''p«^'  mentioned   in  the  communication  submitted  to 

\|t*^WARD  ar.d  Mr.  John   Reed,  of  Massachu-    '*»'"  committee.     In  addition  to  the  a*cerUinment  of 

those  facts,  the  committee  have  considered  it  their  du- 
ty to  form  and  express  some  opinion  as  to  the  degree 
of  diligence  and  precaution  exercised  by  the  Clerk,  and 
ili  fie  negativrby  ye;.s  and  nays,  which  exhibit-  i  f^*^*  '"  ^."'  ^^P'^y.  i<^  prevent  the  loss  which  has 
eJ  ^ie  fol!owi^g  result:  For  tl le  Hinendmenl  71.  '^'°  "''tained  In  doing  this  they  have  taken  into 
MU  it  81,  at  follows  :  n^-"   "  consideration  the  threatening  aspect  of  the  enemy  m 

^J%-  w        •     .     ,  »     .         »  I  the  Chesapeake,  the  Potomac,  and   the   Patuxent,  al- 

»  •  rl"~      """  o     ^  ^'^"'  ■^^'^^"'  -^^Pry.  Baylies  of  :  most  uniformly  from  the  month  of  June  to  the  period 
>tiV,"-husetU,^flayly    at    \  irginia,    Bigelovv.    Bmes,  j  of  their  incursion  on  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the 

apprehension  which  prevailed  on  this  subject,  as  de- 
veloped by  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
"  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  his  recent  en- 
terprises against  this  metropolis,"  Ac.  They  have 
also  referred  to  the  several  Heads  of  Departments,  nnd 
obtained  information  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
their  removing  and  securing  the  papers  and  effects  be- 
longing to  their  offices ;  which  information  the  com- 


aia^»dments  of,  the  Senate  to 
bi'll    which  wfTe  agreed  lo. 

1  J»  DISTILLED  SPIRITS. 

."jjij.  Eppes,  (rom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
^fj^ip,  to  wficvm  was  referred  the  amendments  of  I 
theji'rnate  to  the  bill  laying  a  duty  on  disiilled  ; 
sfii}^:,  made  :i!  report  thereon.  Several  of  the  i 
a^ilndments  h.<ving  been  agreed  lo.  the  question  j 
waiihen  statei^  on  agreeing  to  that  amendment  ' 
of  ^le  Senate,  which  proposes  lo  strike  out  the  | 
se|;|0ii  allowin;^  distillers  to  sell  any  quantiiy  not 
le^ythan  one  g^illon  of  the  liquor  they  distil.  i 

ifll^he  seclioi\:thus  proposed  to  be  struck  out  of  j 
tb«»ill  was  ortiginally  in>erted.  in  tlie  House,  at 
th|e.*uggestion  lif  Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  who, 
w^^  others,  contended  that  the  law,  as  it  now 
sto£j,hada  most  inconvenient  and  even  oppressive 
o^^tion  on  t|»e  people  in  the  particular  part  of 
ll^tjnpountry  mwliich  he  resided,  many  of  whom 
diijijiot  di!>til  to  the  quantity  which  they  are  by 
Uv  allowed  todispose  of  and  who  were  now  pre- 
cjulfd  from  ^M»lllng  enough  of  the  liquor  ihey 
djijl.lo  enable-them  to  pay  the  lax  on  it. J 

,  The  proposirtion  to  strike  out  thi>  section  was 
obrjosed  by  ,Mr.  Gholson  and  .Mr.  Epi-es.  .Mr. 
M*j.<KE  of  Keintucky.  xMr.  Macon  of  Nortli  ( 
o|i';|.  .Mr.  Rhca  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Pickens  of 
NosiJb  Caroima.  and  Mr.  Ingham  of  Pennsylva- 
n|a?.|'ind  supported  by  Mr.  .McKi.m  of  .Maryland, 
\|t*^WARD  ar.d  .Mr.  John  Reed,  of  Massachu- 
.s^l|»«;  Mr.  FisR  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Potter. 

'  'i^ie  question  on  concurring  in  the  amendment, 
vilJ4L  goes  to, strike  out  this  section,  was  decided 


Bradbury^  Bradley,  Breckenndgc,  Brigham, 
fit.  Cbampioji,  Cillcy,  Comstock,  Cox,  Crawford, 
D/i9.  Davenporf,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dcnoyelles, 
ElyiFisk  of  .N'civ  York,  Gedde.*,  Glasgow,  Gourdin, 
GjcVenor,  H;ilev  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Howell,  In- 
g«*rs/.<'l.  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .Massachusetts, 
Liv#  Lewis,  Loviftt,  Lowndes,  .Markell,  .McKim,  .Miller, 
MiXffi-,    Mo8eie>{j    OakKy,    Pickering,    Potter,    John 
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mittee  herewith  submit  as  part  of  their  report,  con- 
tained in  the  letters  marked  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4  ;  from 
which  it  appears  that  measures,  preparatory  to  a  re- 
moval of  the  documents  belonging  to  the  several  De- 
partments, were  taken  as  early  as  the  20th  and  21st  of 
August,  and  the  removals  all  effected  by  the  22d ; 
whereas  no  preparatory  measures  were  taken  to  secure 
the  library  and  papers  appertaining  to  the  ofRce  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  any  efforU  made  to  pro- 
cure the  means  of  transportation  till  the  afternoon  of 
the  22d  of  August ;  after  which  time  the  committee 
were  convinced  that  the  means  of  transportation  were 
difficult  to  obtain,  if  not  impracticable. 

As  to  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  on  account  of  indis- 
position, as  alleged,  the  committee  have  not  examined 
as  to  the  particular  nature  and  extent  of  that  indispo- 
sition. They  will  only  say  that  it  was,  or  ought  to 
have  been,  serious  and  alarming,  to  have  justified  his 
absence  under  the  circumstances  which  then  existed. 
The  committee  are,  therefore,  constrained  to  express 
the  opinion,  that  due  precaution  and  diligence  were 
not  exercised  to  prevent  the  destruction  and  loss  which 
has  been  sustained. 

In  relation  to  the  remaining  subject  of  inquiry  aub- 
mitted  to  the  committee,  viz:  the   amount  of  money 
paid   on   account  of  the   contingent  cxpenaes  of  the 
House,  since    the   first  of  January  last,  for  which  the 
Clerk  ought  to  be  credited,  (the  original  vouchers  hav- 
ing been  destroyed  in  the  conrtagration  of  the  Capitol,) 
the  committee  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve  the  state- 
ment of  the  Clerk,  and  his  deputies,  as  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  vouchers  alluded  to.     They  have,  however, 
experienced  much  difficulty,  delay,  and  embarrassment, 
in  their  endeavors  to  ascertain  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  the  Clerk,  so  as  to  do  justice  between  the  public 
and  the  individual.     This  task  was  the  more  arduous 
and  unpleasant,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Clerk 
himself  disavowing  any  knowledge  of  the  pecuniary 
transactions  of  his  office,  and  referring  the  committee 
to  his  chief  clerk,  Colonel  George  Magruder,  who,  on 
application,  appeared  equally  unable  or  unwilling  to 
enter  into  such  a  specification  of  the  accounts  and  ex- 
penditures as  would  enable  the  committee  lo  form  any 
probable  result.     He  presented  a   general  statement, 
(herewith  submitted,  marked  M,)by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  stood 
charged  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  with  the  sum  of 
$50,86 J  16,  and  that  he  claimed  credit  for  $48,000, 
for  expenditures  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  House, 
from  January,  1814,  to  2.3d  .\ugu8t  of  the  same  year; 
leaving  a  balance  due  the  United  States,  on  that  day, 
of   $2,863   16.      The   committee   considering   this  al- 
leged amount  of  expenditure  as  being  very  great  and 
unprecedented,  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  pre- 
suming, as  the  Clerk  was  able  to  state  a  particular  sum 
expended,  and  a  small  amount  remaining  in  his  hands 
on    the   day  his   ruuchers  were   destroyed,   he   might, 
from  the  same  data  which  produced  the  results  stated, 
by  the   aid  of  his  recollection,  the  assistance  of  the 
clerks  in  his  office,  and  the  officers  of  the  House,  and 
especially  by  reference  to  the  bank  or  banks  in  which 
his    public   deposites    were    kept,    and    individuals  to 
whom  the  principal  payments  were  made,  furnish  such 
specific  statement?  as  would  have  enabled  the  commit- 
tee to  form  a  reasonable  opinion  as  to  the  correctness 
of  the  general  statement  which  bad  been  presented, 
they  deemed  it  their  duty  to  require  a  statement  of  the 
principal  items  of  ordinary  expenditure,  and  the  names 
of  persona  who  had  furnished  them  ;  this  information 


was  ultimately  obtained  by  the  admission  of  the  chief 
clerk,  the  information  of  other  officers  of  the  House, 
and  the  knowledge  which  the  committee  themselves 
had  of  the  most  considerable  objects  of  expenditure. 
All  of  which  are  staled  in  the  account  herewith  pre- 
sented, marked  A.  The  Clerk  was  then  requested  to 
ascertain,  from  such  sources  as  seem  practicable,  the 
sums  paid  on  account  of  those  several  items  of  expend- 
iture; some  of  which  they  know  he  could  ascertain 
with  certainly,  and  most  of  which  witb  probable  ac- 
curacy. In  compliance  with  this  request  the  commit- 
tee were  furnished  with  the  statement  marked  B.;  the 
principal  items  of  which  are — 

To  paying  Messrs  Way  and  Weightman,  for  printing 

and  stationery  ....      $25,600   10 

To  paying  messengers  of  the  House     -  2,584  50 

The  committee  having  obtained  trom  the  Treasury 
Department  a  copy  of  the  last  settlement  made  by  the 
Clerk,  on  the  14lh  January,  1814,  on  account  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  having  examined  the  books  of  Messrs.  Way  and 
Weightmao,  as  also  the  cashiers  of  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  Union  Bank  of  GeorgetowB,  are  satis- 
fied that  the  sum  of  $3,539  53  ought  to  be  deducted 
from  the  $25,600  10,  charged  for  printing  and  station- 
ery in  the  account  rendered  by  the  clerks,  and  marked 
B,  as  aforesaid.  The  same  having,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  been  already  allowed,  and  inuluded  in 
the  settlement  with  the  Treasury  on  the  14lh  of  Janu- 
ary, 1814;  which  settlement  the  committee  herewith 
submit,  marked  T. 

The  charge  in  account  B,  for  the  pay  of  messengers 
for  the  House,  is  manifestly  incorrect,  and  exceeds 
their  proper  allowance  by  the  sum  of  $518  55. 

The  committee  having  allowed  all  other  charges  spe- 
cified and  claimed  by  the  Clerk,  and  having,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  ascertained  the  items  with  which 
the  contingent  fund  is  chargeable,  and  made  the  most 
liberal  allowance  for  its  expenditure,  submit  the  state- 
ment, marked  A,  as  the  result  of  their  inquiry. 

From  which  it  appears  that,  on  settlement  with  the 
Treasury,  on  the  14th  January,  1814,  a  balance  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  due  the  U.  States,  of    $6,674  87 

That,  from  the  14th  of  January,  1814,  to 
the  18th  April,  1814,  the  Clerk  drew 
from  the  Treasurv  the  sum  of    -         -     44,288  29 


Making  the  sum  of      -         - 
with  which  he  now  stands  charged  at  the 

Treasury. 
That  his  expenditures  since  the  above 
settlement,  and  such  as  the  committee 
presume  were  not  included  in  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
House,  to  the  19th  September,  1814, 
amount  to  the  sum  of         -         - 


$50,863  16 


.     30,933  57i 


Leaving  a  balance  unaccounted  for  by  the 

Clerk,  and  due  the  United  States,  of   $19,929  58 


The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Repref^ntatives,  be  credited  at  the  proper  office  of 
the  Treasury  Department  with  the  sum  of  $30,933  57^, 
for  expenditures  on  account  of  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  the  dale  of  hw 
ast  settlement  to  the  19th  September.  1814. 
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i  TmiinUBT  Departmk7«t,  .Vor.  5,  1814. 
•  Upon  mquiry,  I  find  that  the  books  and 
app«rtainihg  to  the  Treaaury  were  packed 
^  Sunday,  thb  21gt  of  August.  1814,  and  sent  off 
ksafternooia  oj"  the  following  day. 
Jrulso  stated  to  me  that  much  difficulty  was  not 
ei|K^eiiced  in  procuring  carriages  to  transport  the 
bootjjaud  papers  ;  and  that,  m  fact,  two  wagons,  more 
th^r^Stere  eventually  found  necessary,  were  engaged 
by  tf.'  Departaienu 

I  »»v«  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
mos{^>b«dient  servant, 

A.  J.  D.\LLAS. 
tm  PeahsoK,  Esq. 


30sN>t 

1$. 


^ 


I  War  Uei'artmkxt, 

8m:   I  have  hati  the  honor  to  rece 
the  J»t  instant,  inquiring   at  what 
beiwSirrg  to  the  Department  of  Stai 


War  Dei-artmext,  \ov.  21,  1814. 

receive  your  letter  of 
time  the  papers 
-  -tate  were  removed 
P«"e**»8  to  the  distruction  of  the  public  buildings  in 
thi^  my  and  wh(»thcr  it  was  practicable  for  the  Clerk 
of  ttw  House  cf  Kepresentatives  to  have  obtained  the 
meaijoi  removir^g  the  library  and  papers  belonging 
to  t^(<.  House  \A  the  Capitol  of  the  Inited  States 
with^  tlic  space  i>{  three  days  previous  to  that  event. 
HiSjng  left  thi«  city  on  the  Thursday  preceding  the 
24lh4f  August  for  the  neighborhood  of  Benedict,  and 
•  ntered  il(  afterwards,  momentarily  only,  prior 
l2Jih.  I  hivf  no  knowledge,  from  personal  obser- 
,  of  the  nietns  which  might  have  been  obtained 
Clerk  of  t^e  House  of  Kepresentatives,  for  the 
il  of  the  liSrary  and  documents  of  that  branch 
Legislature, 
frt  bending,  when  I  left  the  city,  that  the  docu- 
jbelonging  jO  the  Department  of  State  would  be 
.^Jgcr,  I  gave -orders  that  thoy  should  be  packed  up 
and  ^i  readmesR  to  be  moved  on  notice  of  the  ap- 
pro»J|t  of  the  eni-my.  It  was  under  this  order,  and 
on  l^  iubaequeijt  notice,  which  was  communicated, 
that  ftbcy  were  removed  to  a  place  of  safety  on  the 
22d  A  August. 

^  ST\i'"'^*"*^*^'^  '^"^  *''^   P^P*"  ^f  ^'^«   Depart- 
af  VSar  wire   likewise  removed  on  the  i,'2d  of 


mec 
Aa 


it|b 

I^V( 


I  *ve  the  hoiror  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obei^nt  ser^•ant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

H^>.  JosiPM  I'i:ar80!».  H.  of  Heps 


itl-  In 


«.r      t  -N^VT  DtPARTMEXT.  Aor.  ."i,  1814. 

sit :  In  complance  with  the  request  contained  in 
you»,ote  of  yestt-rday,  requiring  "  such  information 
a.  t Jthe  time  when  the  papers  of  this  Department 
wer^,acked  up  and  removed  ;  and,  finally,  my  opin- 
ion ^to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the  means  of 
con  Jance,  for  three  days,  immediately  preceding  the 
destruction  of  the  Cap.tot  by  the  enemy,"  I  have  the 

A';!!.tJ"/?T'"  '•j"^'  ^>^'"e-  on  Saturday,  the  20th 
Auffjit  last,  directed  the  Chief  Cjerk  of  this  Depart- 
menBlto  prepare  lor  the  removal  of  the  books,  pa^rs, 
and  jlTects  of  ,h«  iN.vy  Department,  and  to  pruVure 
the J,.-ce8sary  transportation,  I  now  enclose  his  slate- 
menr  o;  the  factd  and  circumstances  attending  the 
exe<auon  of  my  .^rder,  as  conveying  more  correct  in- 
form^,on,  ,n  reUuon  to  the  subject  of  your  inquiry, 
Ihai^^at  which  cwmes  within  my  own  knowledge 
I  Y*  respectlully,  sir,  >our  obedient  servant, 
^\  A.  JONES. 

HUi.  JosBPH  P««AR»o.'«,  Chairman,  <Vc. 


NlTT   DEPARTXKIfT,   NoV.  5,    1814. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  to  prepare  for  the  removal  and  safety  of 
the  public  documents  and  archives  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, on  Saturday,  the  20th  day  of  .\ugust,  1814, 
and  anticipating  a  difficulty  in  procuring  wagons,  he' 
sanctioned  the  transportation  by  water,  in  boats  up  the 
Potomac  river. 

On  Sunday  three  of  the  clerks  were  employed  pack- 
ing up,  in  boxes  and  trunks,  all  the  books  of  record, 
papers,  library,  maps,  charts,  plans,  stationery,  tro- 
phies, various  valuable  instrumenU,  paintings,  prinU, 
«Stc.,  ready  for  removal  on  the  next  day  ;  and  in  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  the  21st  of  .\ugust,  two  river 
boaU,  with  their  crews,  were  engaged  for  the  purpoa* 
at  the  ordinary  pay  and  wages. 

On  Monday,  the  22d  August,  two  of  the  city  carU 
were  engaged,  and  all  the  boxes  and  articles  in  the 
Navy  Department,  (heavy  desks  and  furniture  ex- 
cepted,) were  put  on  board  a  boat  at  the  nearest  wharf 
to  the  offices,  and  at  4  P.  .M.  proceeded  up  the  river  m 
far  as  Georgetown. 

In  the  forenoon  of  .Monday,  the  22d,  two  large 
wagons  with  drivers  presented  themselves  at  the  De- 
partment for  employ,  and  on  account  of  the  previoua 
arrangement  to  transport  by  water,  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy  Department, 
who  loaded  them  with  the  effects  of  his  office. 

On  Tuesday,  the  23d  August,  the  Chief  Clerk,  with 
one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Department,  proceeded  up  the 
river  Potomac,  and  passed  through  the  locks  and  canal 
to  a  place  of  safety. 

There  was  no  difficulty  in  procuring  more  boats 
and  men  enough  to  navigate  them  up  the  river  above 
the  falls.  BENJAMIN  HOMANS,  Clerk. 

Treasurt  Depart.went, 

General  Land  Office,  November  5,  1814. 
Sir;  In  the  absence  of  the  Commissioner  I  have 
the  honor  to  reply  to  the  questions  in  your  letter  of 
yesterday. 

On  the  Sunday  preceding  the  destruction  of  the 
public  buildings,  the  records  of  this  office  were  pre- 
pared for  removal. 

On  Monday  wagons  were  procured  in  the  country, 
loaded  in  the  evening,  and  the  records  removed  the 
same  night. 

As  to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the  means  of 
conveyance  on  other  roads  than  that  which  I  travelled 
V^^"T  '!*'™  an  opinion,  but  on  that  road  I  found  no 
difficulty  in  procuring  what  I  wanted  for  this  office  on 
that  day.     I  am,  very  respectfully, 

ir.n    I   P       ^^^^  CJARDINER,  Chief  Clerk. 
Hon.  J.  PiARsox.  ■' 

[The  tables,  being  voluminous,  are  omitted.] 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The   House  resumed  .he  consideralion  of  the 

sn  Jn'™.     '^   ?'"*"^   authorizing  a  draught  of 
S0.430  m,i,t,a,  fur  the  delence  of  the  Irontiers. 

The  motion  ol  .Mr.  Maco.n,  to  place  the  anpor- 
t  ouineut  cl  the  draught  on  the  basis  of  military 
|.treDgth  (or  free  white  populatioo)  instead  of  the 
baMs  of  representation,  on  which  it  now  stands, 
being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  Kennedy  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  bpeaker.  I  have  generally  contented  myseif 
witn  giving  a  silent  vote  on  most  of  the  subjects 


Militia  Draught. 
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which  have  been  presented  to  this  House,  after  I  sir.  endeavor,  to  examine  and  refute.  A  ciU 
bestowing  upon  them  the  best  consideration  and  i  upon  the  Slates  for  militia  is  not  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  most  mature  reflection  I  was  able  to  do,  agree-    the  people  within  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the 


ably  to  the  powers  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
possess ;  but  to  remain  silent  ou  a  question  which 
involves  the  best  interests  of  my  constituents,  a.s 
well  as  that  of  the  whole  Southern  country.  I 


Constitution,  otherwise  the  tax  would  have  to  be 
collected,  or  rather,  the  duty  would  have  to  be 
performed  according  to  representation,  in  the  pre- 
cise  manner   that  it  would   be  imposed  ;  and  in 


well  as  tnai  oi  me  wuuic  ouumciu  v.v/u....  j.  .  . ----    r    l 

think  would  be  a  wanton,  if  not  a  criminal  ne-    order  to  see  the  impropriety  of  the  opinion  coa 


gleet  of  duty,  I  must  therefore  beg  to  be  excused 
for  troubling  the  House  with  a  few  remarks. 

Sir.  I  hope  the  amendment  proposed  by  my 
honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Maco.n)  will  prevail. 
In  all  coalitions  or  unions  formed  by  independent 
sovereign  Powers  for  the  attainment  of  any  ob- 
ject wh^ich  required  military  requisitions  or  requi- 
sitions of  money,  those  demands  have  always  been 
made  upon  the  principles  of  military  strength, 
and  the  ability  to  pay,  and  not  in  proportion  to 
political  strength  or  political  privileges;  it  is  the 


tended  for,  we  have  only  to  look  at  the  absurdity 
to  which  the  doctrine  would  lead  us  if  pursued. 
Suppose  an  attack  is  made  by  the  enemy  on  New 
Orleans;  according  to  this  idea,  the  President 
would  be  bound  to  call  out  the  whole  draughted 
militia  from  every  State  and  Territory  within  the 
Union,  in  order  that  the  service  should  be  per- 
formed in  the  proportion  that  it  was  imposed,  al- 
though one  half  of  the  number  might  not  be 
wanted  for  the  object;  or,  if  this  plan  should  be 
considered  too  expensive  and  inconvenient  to  the 


DOlitica    sirengin  or  poiiiicui   M  i»ii«rg'-^ ,  ■»  •- —    . — ---      ,,    ,'      .      ■  .     .i        i,„ 

Lage  and  practice  of  the  world,  founded  in  eter-  ,  nation   he  will  then  be  driven  to  the  alternative 
"     h  •       .      .  #^f  ,^rAorinn  mil    fhpnrpcisp    niimher   wanted   for 


oal  justice  and  plain  common  sense 

In  the  late  coalition  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Continental  Powers  against  the  French  Em- 
peror, which  resulted  in  the  overthrow  of  that 
Monarch,  why  was  it  not  required  of  Sweden, 
who  possessed  all  the  political  privileges  of  a  Iree 
and  independent  nation,  to  furnish  as  many  troops 
for  that  object  as  Russia  or  Austria  ?  The 
answer  is  obvious,  because  she  was  not  able,  her 


of  ordering  out  the  precise  number  wanted  for 
the  expedition  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  But 
still  it  must  be  done  according  to  this  ratio  of  rep- 
resentation, the  inevitable  consequence  of  which 
would  be,  the  place  attacked  would  be  destroyed 
before  a  suflScient  force  could  be  brought  to  re- 
lieve it. 

If  this  reasoning  be  correct — and  I  presume  it 
cannot  be  denied — ihen  it  must  be  plainly  inferred, 


answer  is  UUV1UU>.   urcitusc    auc    "oc    .iv/»  »vy.v,  .•^. i    j    r        u      .l    . 

population  was  not  equal  to  the  task,  without  a  !  according  to  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  that 
areat  sacrifice;  it  could  not  be  done  without  per-  j  gentleman,  that  the  President  cannot  with  pro- 
haps  ruin  and  destruction  to  the  State;  justice  priety  order  out  the  whole  draughted  militia  from 
therefore  only  required  that  the  demand  upon  her  |  the  Slates  nearest  to  the  place  invaded  ;  because. 


should  be  made  in  proportion  to  her  military 
strt-ngth.  and  in  thai  ratio  I  presume  her  troops 
were  furnished. 

The  same  principle  was  recognised  and  prac- 
tised by  the  Old  Congress,  under  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  ;  each  State  had  the  same  political 
strength,  as  to  any  vote  in  that  body,  yet  notwith- 
standing, whenever  any  requisition  was  made  by 
them  upon  the  States  for  men,  it  was  always  in 
proportion  to  the  physical  strength  of  the  States 


if  there  should  be  no  occasion  for  ordering  out 
the  remainder  of  the  requisition  before  a  restora- 
tion of  peace,  the  duty  cannot  be  performed,  ac- 
cording to  representation.  From  which  it  is 
obvious,  if  this  opinion  is  persisted  in,  the  nation 
cannot  be  defended  by  the  militia  ;  and,  in  reality, 
it  appears  to  me  a  vain  and  idle  attempt,  and  be- 
yond the  power  of  man.  be  the  events  what  they 
may  in  respect  to  invasion,  considering  the  extent 
of  our  country  and  the  difference  in  the  distance 


proportion  lo   lue  pnvsicai  Micugm  ui    w.v.  ..^.-.v-     _.  -_.  .,  

Respectively,  and  not  in  proportion  to  their  poliii- !  each  detachment  has  o  march  over,  to  appo  tion 
cal  rights,  as  independent  sovereign  Powers  nor  ,  the  actual  service  of  the  militia  among  the  States 
in  proportion  to  their  political  strength  in  the  |  according  to  representation,  like  direct  taxes,  or 
General  Government  of  the  nation  ;  and  every  '  in  any  other  precise  proportion  whatsoever.  This 
requisition  for  money  was  made  in  proportion  to  ;  subject,  therefore,  was,  in  my  judgment,  very 
their  ability  to  pay.  and  not  in  any  oiher  ratio  |  properly  left  to  the  sound  discretion  of  Congress, 
whatever    '         ^  '  \  who.  it  is  presumed,  will  lay  this  burden  upon  the 

Buttheeenileman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Fisk)  '  Stales  as  nearly  equal,  upon  principles  of  justice, 
contends  that  a  call  for  militia  is  a  direct  tax  upon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  country  will  permit ; 
the  people,  and  ought  to  be  apportioned  among  and  no  plan  appears  to  me  so  consistent  to  those 
the  States,  respectively,  according  to  the  number  principles  as  the  one  which  makes  the  apportion- 
of  their  Representatives.  In  this  opinion.  I  pre-  ment  according  to  the  physical  slrengtn  of  each 
sume.  he  thinks  he  is  warranted  by  the  second    Slate,  leaving  the  actual  service  to  be  controlled 


section  of   the  fir>t  article  of  the  Constitution, 
which  says — '•  Representatives  and  direct  taxes 


by  future  wants. 
But.  before  I  leave  this  point.  I  will  take  the 


rllicil    soys —     ivr  jM  csciiiaii  V  t:»    aiiu    uiii-vi    \.a^^i>  — _., ■-     i         o  tk 

shall  be  apportioned  among  the  .several  States  liberty  to  add  one  more   remark,     buppose    ne 

which  may  be  included  within  thisUninn  accord-  President,  agreeably  to  his  power  under  the  act  oi 

ing  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  1795,  upon  a  sudden  and  pressing  emergency,  cans 

determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  out   the  whole  militia  en  masse  from  one  ol  ine 

free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  Northern  Slates;  I  would  ask  any  gentleman,  m 


for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not 
taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons."' 
This  strange  and  a'arming  doctrine  1  will  now. 


order  to  comply  with  this  opinion,  how  are  they 
to  be  called  out  in  the  slaveholding  Stales,  whea 
the  whole  body  of  their  militia  if  called  upoa  m 
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portion  tn 'representation  is  not  suflBcienl  for 
purpose.    Xbe  idea  really  appears  to  me  so  ab- 
aod  preposterous  that  it  will  not  even  do  to 
k  about. 

ume  gentleisien.  however,  are  of  opinion  that 
great  object  of  this  bill  is  to  raise  forty 
sand   re<rutar   troops 


th« 

th. 

ofli    IS  only   (0  coerce  the    people   to  raise  the 

trc^pb  fronj  the  Government,  and  is  in  its  spirit  a 

dirfct  lax  upon  them,  and  ought  to  be  apportioned 

an'/Dg   the    States  according   to  representation 


provisions  of  the  bill,  it  will  not  on  that  account 

operate  as  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people,  because 

they  are  not  bound  to  raise  them.     It  will  be  a 

mere  voluntary  act.  and  amounts  to  nothing  more 

than   a  commutation   with  the  Government  for 

,     militia  service— in   other  words,   a  purchase  of 

that   the  militia    part  ;  exemption  during  the  war.  from  that  militia  duty 

p    n^nnl^   fo  r=.w«  .K«    which.  by  the  institutions  of  our  country,  every 

free  man  is  liable  to  perform. 

But  why  should  we  have  recourse  to  argument 
to  show  what  a  direct  tax  is.  when  the  Constitu- 
tion  itself  furnishes  a  plain  solution  to  the  ques- 
tion? The  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  says. 
•The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  col- 

•  lect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the 

•  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States;  but  all 
dunes,  imposts,  and   excises,  shall   be  uniform 

•  throughout  the  United  States."     From  the  plain 
import  and  meaning  of  these  words,  nothing  pro- 

r-.i.,.»  ^e,\    '  J  r   r'\  ■'"      "'"  '  P^''y  ^^^  ^^  understood,  but  a  grant  of  power  to 

k!1  ?.i  V°"°J^'  ^"?^""  of  this  opinion,  raise  money,  and  a  specification  of  the  purposes 
berluse  if  the  flirty  thousand  troops  were  actually  lo  which  it  should  be  applied.  But,  sir  ifihe 
enl|tedand  ,«id  by  the  Government,  one-seventh  j  ,dea  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  a  cor- 
Sr'.K?,  n  .  '^'  "^on^yhat  would  be  required  rect  one,  that  a  call  of  the  miliiia  is  a  direct  tax 
for^hat  purpose  would  be  raised  from  the  people  upon  the  people,  then  it  will  follow,  as  a  neces.^arv 
by  j.rect  laxe.,  agreeably  to  the  system  of  taxa-  ,  consequence,  that  the  debts  of  the  United  States 

rf'thV'sUv^hnir  "'^^^'Z*^'  ^''T  ^"^'-"J'^ig^-'bepaid  m  men  ;.  doctrine  too  monstrou 
^   f  the  s  aveholcmg  States  must  have  an  ex-    ever  to  be  thought  of  in  a  free  country 

'' n"n.;L     ^  r   *  K  "P^°  '*""'•  L^**  '^'T!"^  1      ^'''  '^'  ^°^^^  '■ '«  P«y  'he  debts  and  provide 
j.n  ought  <,nly  to  be  one-seventh  part  of  the    for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 

lade  upon  the  ,  the  United  States."  do  not  contain  a  separatf  and 

ilation  on  the  ,  distinct  delegation  of  power,  aereeablv  to  the  idea 

.pn.sentat.un.  and   not   the  whole  of    advanced  by^he  genilemanVrL  Kentucky  (Mr 

the  provision  ot  the    Hopkins)  yesterday  on   another   occasion,   bui 

only  relate  to  the  application  of  money,  arising 


tbis   burden,  like  most  others,  if  gentlemen 
disposed,  may   be  compared  to  direct  taxes, 
atthough  iin  its  bearing  and  operation  it  may 
i^e  resrniblance  of  such  a  tax,  though  not  a 
t  tax  in  tealily,  yet  it  appears  to  me  clear  | 
if  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  must  be  dis-  , 
tor*d  for  this  purpose  the  utmost  extent  that  gen-  ! 
tleiten  can   gu  is   to   lay  the  additional   burden 
up*  the  slavebolding  States  only  in  that  propor- 
tiolthat  the  (fcrect  tax  would   bear  to  the  whole 


tJHrtcn  ought  ^nly  to  be  one-seventl 
diillrence  bet»»een  a  calculation  ma 
scjoft  of  free  p(vpulation,  and  a  calcu 
gK-joH  of  representation,  and  not  t 
tbaid(fferenre,- according  to  the  pro 
bili|wiiicb  is  moved  to  b^  stricken  out. 

TdL  suppose ;in  exercising  the  delegated  power 
"  tt^ftU  ferth  t^e  militia"  it  does  not  operate  as  a 


lev|r  10  tl 
"  t<l  raise 
wa|  font 


out  of  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  imposed 
lo  the  ..Ti.P...;nn  Mf  »n  7k"  iV  -'-^T--  --  -  by  Congress;  and  this  is  the  old  Republican  and 
•a^se  a^l^^        .n    K  "'"^V"'^  P°^"  '  ''""  '^"'='"»^-     ^hen  it  must  follow   ,f  draught- 

aise    armies.       in   the    mnnnor    as  I    nrsenrr.^      ^,l   :i:.; 1  '.        "'""S"' 


m>es,     in  the  manner  as  I  presume 


>rgone,  in  altering  the  term  of  service  frr.m        i  .i...,i,  .k  '""»'"  every  person. 


b!.T|es  according  to  representation,  under  such  a 
lav|  I  think  I  j.ave  already  suflBciently  shown. 

.fnd  I  now;contend.  sir,  that  no  pan  of  this 
bUl»iniposes  k  direct  tax  upon  the  people,  within 
tbe^eiier.  spirrt,  or  meaning  of  the  Constitution. 
1  li^oW  that  ai.y  inconvenience  may  6guratively 


dir^t  lax;  because  the  militia;  when  callerin'to 
act4  ej  service 


Which  authorizes  Congress  to  lay  taxes,  containv 
m  Itself  a  power  also  to  call  out  the  militia- 
which,  it  correct,  renders  that  provision  in  the' 
Constitution  which  authorizes  Congress  to  call 
out  the  militia  for  three  purposes,  altogether  use- 
less and  nugatory.     But  the  framers  of  that  lo- 

word  taxes,  for 

ly  ;  and  when 

ecessarv  to  insert 


TT    ,      ■ ■-— ...^i.  ^^J  ihe  militia. 

,    .  receive  a  compensation  foVthVir    h.  .n  considerations  I  presume  it  must 

Ut^i'r,  and  It  never  was  knoTn  J^the  peonle    tLTn!T.  '"  ''"1°°^  '^"^  '^"^  '^  '^^'h*"?  '» 
taLf«eimburs.d  in  a  pecuniary  m^nnrby  their  ^L^^^^^  ^^1"'^^^  'he  apportion- 

G^iroment  for  anv  t«r    ,n.l..A   ..1^.'^!!'    ""^'/^   ""'  '"^de   according   to  representation. 

and  that  every  principle  of  justice  and   reason 
forbids  It.     Then  1  ask,  m  the  name  of  Heaven. 

;Aj,(i  alihougk  a  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  forty  '  the  Vnfon  in''^'^''°''^'"^  ^'f  ^''  *'*^  '^"^'^"'^ '° 
<^,}  r-«.,i..,  . ,  „L-..i  1  L  .  .      .  y  I  ">«  '^nion  in  proDortu.n  to  their  numbers,  from 

to  have  this 


G^vt-roment  lor  any  tax  imposed  upon  them: 
sue!  an  idea  is  jotally  inconsistent  with  the  char- 
ac<e  •  (if  a  dtrecr  tax. 


..0^^.  ,.,&  ..OP3 .0./^;— r.;^^:  i  -  r^;;.^  TZTpop...,. 
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extraordinary  and  excessive  burden  thrown  upon  '  bear  it;  and  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  New 
them  ?  Jersey.  (Mr.  Stockton,)  who  has  shown  himself 

The  Constitution  was  formed  in  a  mutual  in  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  to  be  the  able  advo- 
spiril  of  concession  and  compromise;  it  was  agreed  jcate  of  civil  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  the  people 
that  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  should  be  repre-  '•  under  the  Constitution,  that  he  will  not  suffer  the 
sented  in  Congress,  and,  as  an  equivalent  for  that  i  spirit  of  that  instrument  to  be  violated  by  this 
privilege,  it  was  conceded  that  in  imposing  direct  ;  unjust  provision.  With  these  remarks  I  submit 
taxes,  they  might  be  apportioned  among  the  States  i  to  the  good  sense  of  the  House  whether  the  pro- 
according  to  representation;  but  it  never  was  ex-    posed  amendment  ought  not  to  prevail. 


pected  that  any  other  burden  would  be  laid  upon 
them  for  that  privilege.  Had  this  have  been 
anticipated,  is  it  possible  that  the  Cons'iiuiion 
would  have  been  adopted  by  them?  I  rather 
think  not. 

Sir.  this  excessive  burden  cannot  be  laid  upon 
the  slavebolding  States  fur  this  political  privil- 
ege with   any  more   propriety  than  you  can  lay 


Other  gentlemen  .spoke  for  and  against  the  mo- 
tion ;  which  was  at  length  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas — McBBrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Barnctt,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Breckenridge, 
Burwell,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clop- 
ton,  Conard,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Evans,  Findley,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson, 


an  extraordinary  burden  upon  the  small  States  of  I  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Hall,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Ing- 
Delaware  and  Rhode  Island  for  the  political  I  ham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken- 
privilege  of  having  an  equal  representation  in  the    nedy,  Kent    of  Maryiund,    Kerr,    Kershaw,    King  of 


Senate,  and  of  course  an  equal  vote  there  with 
the  largest  State  in  the  Union — although  they 
have  not,  respectively,  one-twelfth  part  of  the 
population.  I  am,  therefore,  clearly  of  opinion 
that  every  Representative  of  a  slavebolding  Stale 
ought  to  endeavor  to  arrest  this  principle  in  its 
progre>s,  and  never  by  their  votes  suffer  it  to  be  ' 
6xed  upon  them  as  an  established  practice,  which, 
when  once  adopted,  will  probably  never  end  but 
with  the  Constitution  itself. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  I 
Calhoin)  will  vote  fur  this  provision  of  the  bill  ' 
as  It  now  stands,  upon  the  ground  of  liberality 
and  generosity;  that,  as  the  Southern  Slates  had 
a  considerable  agency  in  the  declaration  of  war,  , 
and  bringing  about  the  present  slate  of  things,  he 
IS  willinn;  to  take   hold  of  the  laboring  oar.     If 
the  gentleman,  in  giving  his  vole,  would  impose 
an  extraordinary  duty  only  upon   himself  and  his 
conslilueuis,  I  do  not  know  that  any  others  would 
have  a  right  to  murmur;   but  when  that  vole  is 
not  confined   to   his   own    district,   but   operates 
through    the   whole   slavebolding   country,  and 
upon   many   who  are   noi   disposed    to    be    thus 
generous,   I  think  there  is  some  cause  of  com- 
plaint.    Nor,  sir,  do  I  approve  of  the  ground  of 
patriotism  upon  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Troop)  places  his  vote  on 
this  occasion.    1  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  both 
of  those  gentlemen   feel   the   sentiments   which 
they  express,  but  they  are  high-sounding  words, 
which  we  have  long  been  used  lo  in  the  southern 
country,  and  which  we  have  always  paid  dearly 
for.     If  the  slavebolding   Slates   bear   an   equal 
share  of  their  country's  burdens,  it  is  all  that  can 
or  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  demanded  of  them;  that 
far  1  believe  they  will   always  be  willing  to  go. 
but  not  beyond. 

1  do  now  most  earnestly  beseech  gentlemen 
who  represent  those  Slates,  ihat  are  equally  con- 
cerned in  producing  the  existing  stale  of  things 
with  the  slavebolding  Slates,  that  they  will,  on 
the  present  occasion,  act  towards  us  with  some 
degree  of  magnanimity  and  justice,  and  not  ease 
Ihemselves  of  a  burden,  by  placing  it  upon  the 
shoulders  of  others  who  are  much  less  able  to 


Morth  Carolina,  Lewis,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson, 
Pickens,  Pleasants,  Koane,  Rol)crf8on,  Sevier,  fcJhnrp, 
Sheffey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Tannehill, 
Telfair,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey — 66. 

Nats — Messrs.  Avery,  Baylies  of  Ma.<(8achusetta, 
Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brighana, 
Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Massachusetts, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Geddes,  Griffin,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jack«on  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
.Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefferts,  I^ovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Markell,  McKec,  .Miller,  .Moseley,  Murfree,  Oakley, 
Parker,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvonia,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee. Rich,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schurenian,  Seybert,  Ship- 
herd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Troup,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter — 91. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webster,  of  New 
Hampshire,  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  these 
words,  as  applied  to  the  term  of  service  of  the 
draughted  militia:  '"for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  the  time  of  meeting  at  ihe  place  o[  rendez- 
vous, unless  sooner  discharged,"  andlo  insertthese 
words,  •'  to  serve  for  the  term  pre.scribed  by  ex- 
isting laws  ;"  that  is,  to  serve  for  six  months  in- 
stead of  one  year. 

On  this  motion  a  question  of  order  arose,  when 
the  Speaker  decided  it  to  be  in  order;  and  his 
decision  being  appealed  from,  was  confirmed  by 
yeas  and  nays — 129  lo  29. 

After  some  debate  on  this  point,  the  question 
on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Avery,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
aachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Caperton,  Champion.  CiUey,  Comstock,  Cooper, 
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(  ,x.  Culpep^  Darenport,  D.vig  of  M*«.chu-elU,  |  ing  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain. 
I  »v,.  of  Pear.yIvan.B  Denoyelles  Ely.  F.rrow,  Gan-  ,nj  the  public  credit,  by  lay.na  duUes  oTvanoSs 
fc  ,1,  Geddes,    t^fholsoD,  Grosvenor.  Hale   Harris   Hen- i  »^7.j  i  ',     '.o   ""''ps>  on  various 

id  ;^n.  HoweU.  In.in.  Jackson  o    Khod;  Wand'.  Ke^-  '  f'°t.n  V?H  '        "™"'=^«"'^"^  ^   ^h.ch  b.il  hav- 
u  dy.KentoflVew  York.  Kerr,  Kmg  of  Ma..achu/eu"      '""  ^'°  '""f  T''  'h^Comm.ttee  rose,  reported 
i;  w,  Lews.  Uvett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley   I  P%«ress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 
>3lHon.0aUe«.  Orm^hy,  Pearson.  Pickering   P.ikin   i    .  /  he.'ollowmg  motion  was  submitted   for  con- 
iWr,  John   iReed,    William    Reed,    Rich,    Kuggles,' |  '       '*"°"  ^^  ^'^  ^^'OHT: 

8  tiBrcman,  tlheffey,  Shipherd,  Skinner.  Slaymaker,  titAolced,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant 
.>*  iii0  of  Virg^ia,  Sunfurd,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Tag-  I  !**  in8truct«'d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohib- 
g  rt:(Thomp8<.(n,  Vose.  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Web-  '''"^  ^^^  receipt  of  the  paper  of  any  bank  in  the  Uni- 
■<  r,;Wheaton;   White,   Wilcox,    Williams,  Wilson  of    ^^'^  '^'*'"  f"^  »ny  '^^^^  Jue  on  demand  of  the  United 


.V  iSilAchuselU,  Winter,  and  Wright — 78 

|VlT8 — Mesjirs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Barbour, 
iJja^  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Can- 
Hi;  ;i.Chappeil,^Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,Conard,  Craw- 
f(^  a,  Creighwn,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Desha.  Du- 
vjil,  ^arle,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
.Nlw  York,.  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Goodwyn, 
GfuKlin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Kliit^cky,  Hul^bard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
li^nf,  Johnsoa    of   Virginia.  Johnson  of   Kentucky, 


States,  which   said  bank    shall    refuse  to    receive   the 
Treasury  notes  of  the  United  States,  already  issued  or 
hereafter  to  be  issued  ;  and.  also,  into  the  expediency 
of  issuing  Treasury  notca  of  small  denominations. 
The  said  motion  lies  on  the  table. 


PETITION  OF  JAMES  LINDSEY. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Lindsey  ' 

u:of  Maryland,  Kershaw.  Kilbourn:  Kmg'^fN:.;^;  Zt^\  ''^'  '^'"^'  *"'^/*'^  J"°'"''?"   '^"^'"  *^'^°- 

olma,  Low'ides,   Lyle,   McCoy,  McKce!  McKim  '*'?'^  wa,  concurred  in   by  the  House.     The  re- 

[/.can,  Monljjomery,  Moore,  Newton,  Parker.  Pick-  P°''  "  *'  ^°"°^'  " 

Piper,    Pb.ssants,  Rea  ot   Pennsylvania.   Rhea  of  ^^.T*^'^ '"  'I't  y."""  .'®^^,  Joseph  Scott,  the  Marshal  ot 


'fjii/essee,  Ro>tne,  Robertson,  Sage,' Sevier,  Seybert,  ^'"'Sinia.  »<>ld.  for  the  direct  tax  due  thereon,  a  tra 
Si^rj),  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Taylor.  Tel-  ;  °^  '*"^  estimated  at  about  eight  thousand  acres,  su 
fa-,  Troup,   UJree.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of    P*****^  ^°  ^^  '^«  property  of  Levi  Judson,  and  lying 

P<^in8vlvanin.  »r\t\    V*Bri/<Av 70  I   the  COUntV  of    Hnmann    un.i   K»n»o  »<*   V. :_:.         tir 


-   ,  Troup 
Pi^insylvania,  und  Y'ancey — 79. 


the  county  of  Harrison  and  State  of  Virginia. 


J^^  moti.n  was  n;,atived  by  a  majority  of '  jlSl^^/^^^-^  oV  1^!^^^^^:^ 

1  n^ot^io,  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Nst^so..  of  |  ^^X^^Z^^Z^^^T^^^  oI\Tie'und 
rhrwlfV'  '*'k°T"  '^'  ""  '°  "  Committee  of  |  from  W^illiam  Sc^tt.  he  has  dL'.ered  that  h  Und 
th|  Whole  ;  which  motion  was  negatived.  did  not  belong  to  Judson.  and  was  therefore  improperU 

Amotion,  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Nold  as  his  property.  He  complains  of  having  sustained 
M  ryland  tuflher  to  amend  the  first  section  of  damages  in  consequence  of  the  contract,  and  asks  of 
.M  .'^,._     V  ^'^''^"^S  <JUt    'tie  words,  "to  serve  fur  ;  Congress  such  relief  as  may  be  just  and  equiublc. 


lb  ;  term  of  oo£  year  from  the  time  of  meeting  at 
lb  piaceofreridezvous,  unless  sooner  dischart'ed  " 
ar  }  to  insert  .these  words  :  ••  to  serve  a  term  not 
e^  ,:tedmg  st^en  mcnlbs  after  arriving  at  the 
pr  c-  ol  reiidc/vous.^'  And.  before  decidino-  on 
n^  motion,  tie  House  adjourned.  ' 

I  TCESDAY,  December  13. 

Jl:.  Inge«.-oll,  from   the  Committee  on    the 
JqJlioiary,  reforted  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  ' 
^*ris   ol  jjshce  of   Indiana  ;  which    was  read 
iivjce,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
tti  JU  time  lo-fnorrow.  i 

J^he  Spea^r  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  : 
\^  Commtssfloner  of  the  General  Land  Office  i 
»r#nsmittinz,in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 


Your  committee  are  of  opinion  he  is  not  entitled  to 
relief  from  the  United  Sutes  : 

Ist.  Because  it  does  not  appear  the  land  did  not  be- 
long to  Judson;  no  judicial  decision  having  been  made 
thereon. 

2dly.  Because  William  Scott,  who  was  the  purchaser 
at  the  marshal's  sale,  sold  to  the  petitioner,  and  who 
must  be  liable  to  him,  if  any  person  is. 

3dly.  Because,  under  these  circumstances,  the  Uni- 
ted States  cannot  be  considered  the  warranter  of  the 
property  sold. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

•MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


7ii  instant.^a  ^latement  of  forfeitures  whTch"'havP  i  Kill'  T  """u     o — 

4<?rued  10  the  United  States  on  account  of  ih^  ioLm^^^^  Senate,  authorizing  the  President 

5u,^hase  01  public  lands;  which  were  read  "d    InH  ,h  '?  " 'T"''/'»^'y  '^^^''^^'^  ^^"^  ^""dred 
clrd,red  to  l.e  on  the  table.  '  "'^    and  thirty  mil.t.a,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 

•  iVmessa^efi-om  ihHSpnat»inr, •  .l_  r,  1  He  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  to  make  the  term 


•  *V  message  fi-om  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou^p    ,.f  '"'  • 

I'nlf  f he  Se^iaxe  have  parsed  a  bil^  aitLnzm' !  "         V"''''"  """"''^^ ''^'^^^ 
t^4appointm«tit  of  cet.ain  naval  officer,  therem  '  In!?    k"''"^'"/'"'^  ''^*'"«  "i'^'  »^' he  bill  no 
riaju^l."  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrin/'  f    ^•^"^,b.5'"g  before  the  House- 


ti'«"  '°  "^^''"^  'h^y  '^^^'^^  'he  concurrence"*; 
t|i%  fiouse.  I 

;  gn'motioa  Of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  the  House 
TlL'T.  ''^^'f;'°fo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
lUf  bill  to  proYide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 


Mr.  Wright  supported  this  proposition  by  a 
lew  remarks,  in  the  course  of  which,  he  decidedly 
expressed  the  opinion  that  no  measure,  except 
providing  rnoney,  was  necessary  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army. 
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Mr.  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Speaker,  presuming  from  the  vote  which 
was  taken  yesterday,  upon  a  question  similar  to 
the  one  now  under  consideration,  that  I  shall 
vote  differently  from  the  mo?^t  of  my  colleagues 
on  the  proposed  amendment.  I  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  while  I  submit  the  reasons  which 
will  influence  my  vole. 

I  shall  vote  for  it,  sir,  because  a  whole  year  is 
too  long  to  keep  railitia  in  the  field,  and  because, 
if  the  bill  passes  in  its  present  shape,  I  find  many 

?:entlemen  are  prepared  to  adopt  it  as  a  fubsiituie 
or  the  more  efficient  measure  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  War.  But,  while  I  am  opposed 
to  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  I  wish  it  to  be  un- 
derstood that  I  am  not  influenced  by  the  reasons 
urged  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition.  I  do  not 
believe  with  them  that  it  is  unconstitutional  to 
draught  militia  for  twelve  months,  nor  am  I  in- 
duced to  vote  as  I  shall  from  their  declamations 
against  conscription. 

Before  I  proceed  to  examine  into  the  objects 
and  merits  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  of  noticing  some  of  the  ar- 
oruments  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton)  upon  the  constitution- 
ality of  its. provisions.  He  say;  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  composed  of  special 
and  limited  powers;  that  it  is  a  Government  of 
checks  and  balances,  there  being  powers  dele- 
gated and  powers  reserved  ;  that  such  as  have  not 
been  expressly  delegated  are  reserved  by  the  tenth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  is  founded 
on  a  principle  of  reason  applicable  in  the  con- 
struction 01  public  as  well  as  private  powers; 
and,  that  as  the  Constitution  only  gives  Congress 
the  right  to  call  forth  the  militia  ''  to  execu'e  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrecticns,  and 
repel  invasions,"  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  un- 
constitutional. He  says  that  the  power  is  granted 
to  call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invasion  when  it 
happens,  but  that  we  abuse  the  power  by  calling 
them  out  to  be  ready  to  repel  invasion  when  it 
happens. 

I  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
General  Government  is  composed  of  powers  del- 
egated by  the  people,  which,  in  their  nature,  are 
special  and  limited  ;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  lim- 
ited as  to  the  subjects  upon  which  Congress  shall 
legislate,  and,  in  many  casse,  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  Congress  shall  go  in  legislating  on  partic- 
ular subjects.  But  there  are  some  subjects  upon 
which  Congress  have  been  vested  with  unlimited 
power  to  legislate. 

It  is  true,  also,  that  all  powers  which  have  not 
been  expressly  delegated,  and  which  are  not  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  be  exercised  in  order  to 
carry  the  powers  expressly  delegated  into  execu- 
tion, are  reserved  ;  and  this  reservation  of  power 
is  not  founded  alone  upon  the  declaration  in  the 
tenth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  is  founded  upon  a  principle  of  reason 
and  common  sense.  All  sovereign  power  was 
originally  vested  in  the  people,  and  so  much  as 
they  have  not  delegated,  they  must,  of  course, 
have  retained.     It  is  a  principle  universally  ap- 


plicable in  the  construction  of  alt  powers,  whether 
of  a  public,  municipal,  or  private  character.     But 
let  us  see  whether  the  application  of  this  princi- 
ple will  support  the  honorable   gentleman  in  the 
position  which  he  has  taken.     He  admits  that 
Congress  may  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia 
to  repel  invasion,  but  contends  that  we  have  not 
the  power  to  provide  for  calling  them  out  before 
the  happening  of  the  invasion,  in  order  to  place 
them  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  enable  them  to  re- 
pel it  when   it  does   happen.     The  construction 
which  the  gentleman  would  give  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution,  would  render  the  power  del- 
egated perfectly  nugatory;  because,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment was  compelled  to  wait  until  after  the 
country  was  actually  invaded,  before  the  militia 
could  be  called  out,  the  enemy  could  always  burn 
and   plunder  our  cities  and  villages,  find  retire 
without   our    limits,  before   opposition  could   be 
made    to    his   incursions.     Such    a   construction 
would  be  unreasonable,  and  would  be  calculated 
to  lake  from  the  country  its  legitimate  means  of 
defence,  and  to  place   our  seaboard  at  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy.     The  power  being  expressly  grant- 
ed to  Congress  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  to  repel  invasion,  we  have  also  the  power 
necessary  and  proper   to  be  exercised  in  order  to 
enable  the   Government  to  make   ready   before 
hand,  when  its  danger  is  threatened,  to  meet  and 
repel  it  when  it  happens.     But  if  the  doctrine  of 
the  gentleman  was  correct,  still  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  would   not  be  unconstitutional,  because 
the  country  is  already  actually  invaded,  there  be- 
ing scarcely  a  day  but  that  some  inroads  are  made 
by  the  enemy  upon  our  maritime  or  inland  fron- 
tier. 

The  gentleman,  however,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  stated  that  the  act  of  1795,  which  pro- 
vides for  calling  forth  the  militia,  had  put  this 
question  upon  its  true  grounds — that  is  to  say, 
"that  whenever  the  United  Slates  shall  be  in- 
'  vaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  it 
'  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  to  call  forth  the  railitia,"  &,c.  Now,  to 
my  mind,  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  are 
entirely  contradictory.  At  one  lime,  he  says  that 
we  abuse  the  power  vested  in  Congress  by  pro- 
viding for  calling  out  the  militia,  to  be  ready  to 
repel  invasion  when  it  happens  ;  and,  at  another 
time,  he  admits  that  Congress  possess  the  power 
to  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  in  case  of 
imminent  danger  of  invasion. 

What,  sir,  can  the  act  of  1795  mean,  unless  it 
was  intended  that  whenever  invasion  became 
seriously  threatened,  the  militia  should  be  called 
forth  to  be  ready  to  repel  it?  It  surely  could  not 
mean  that  the  militia  should  not  be  called  forth 
unless  in  case  of  actual  invasion.  But  gentlemen 
say  that  it  is  conscription,  and  that  it  is  equally 
unconstitutional  with  the  measure  for  raising  a 
regular  army  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Sir,  I  have  uo  doubt  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  law  under  consideration,  nor 
I  have  I  any  doubt  as  to  our  power  to  pass  a  law 
embracing  the  plan  recommended  for  raising  a 
regular  army. 
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In  ord»'r  for  us  to  ascertain  whether  Congress 
»os'^ess  tlie, power  to  raise  regular  armies  other- 
^ite  ihau  by  voluntary  enlistment,  I  consider  it 

f>«es.sary  tljat  we  should  go  back  and  see  what 
yjtclice  ^si^  pursued  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
•mies  in  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  pre' 
J(ius  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  We 
i(Juld  tht;n  examine  the  language  of  that  part  of 
H<  Constitution  which  we  contend  contains  the 
etegatioD  of  unlimited  power  to  raise  armies, 
i4  afterwards  notice  the  construction  which  was 
vien  to  it  tarly  after  its  adoption,  by  persons 
njnently  calculated  to  decide  correctly  upon  it. 
S  Previous  to  the  a  loption  of  the  Constitution, 

f^ile  we  were  engaged  in  the  Revolution,  we 
li  that  wt>  were  compelled  to  resort,  for  the 
rbose  of  raising  armies,  to  other  more  efficient 
ije'sures  tt<an  voluntary  enlistment.  The  ex- 
r|jfUs  which  have  been  furnished  us  by  Mr.  Mon- 
rfe,  in  his  report  to  the  chairman  of  your  Mili- 
lir^  Committee,  show  the  practice  upon  this 
!.Jb|ect  at  that  day.  We  learn  from  them  that 
vth*in  voluntary  enlistments  fell  short  of  the  pro- 

.pj»4d  nurabttr,  the  deficiencies  were,  by  the  laws 

^G  '  ijeveral  S'ates,  to  be  made  up  by  draughts  or 
I  ts^from  the  militia.     The  towns  in  New  Eng- 

l«a(?,  and  th.'^  counties  in  the  Middle  States,  were  ,  .,-.,,.«.  au,  u.  luc  i,u,yu^^^  menuonea.  ana  a* 
r  spectiveiy  called  on  for  a  specified  number  of!  unlimited  power  was  given  to  raise  a  regular  force 
U  et,.  Such  was  the  zeal  of  the  people  in  New  |  competent  for  every  purpose  of  the  Government' 
t  !>{?land,  thai  neighbors  would  often  club  together  j  it  was  no  doubt  deemed  necessary  to  limit  the  occa- 
t,  engage  ope  of  their  number  to  go  into  the  ar-  \  sions  which  justify  the  calling  forth  the  militia 
iJv.     Maryland  directed  her  lieutenants  of  coun  "■■•  ■ !-•-    -..i- -n   .     i.       .      . 


the  people  at  a  subsequent  election  to  put  an  end 
to  the  employment  of  armies  unnecessarily  raised, 
by  electing  persons  to  vote  against  additional  sup- 
plies.    But  nothing  can  fairly  be  collected   from 
any  provision  in  the  Constitution  which  will  infer 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  framers  of  it  to  pro- 
hibit regular  armies  from  being  raised  otherwise 
than  by  voluntary  enlistmen'.     And  can  it  be  be- 
lieved, sir,  that  the  members  of  the  Convention, 
who  were  so  well  acquainted  with  the  practice 
pursued  by  the  whole  country  in  raising  armies, 
would  have  given  Congress  a  power  embraced  in 
terras  so  unlimited  and  unqualified,  if  they  had 
intended  to  exclude  every  other  mode  of  raising 
armies  but  by  voluntary  enlistment  ?     Surely  not. 
As  regards  the  control  of  the  militia,  the  power 
of  Congress   has   been   limited — they  cannot   be 
called  forth  but  for  three  purposes.     And  this  has 
been  urged  as  an  evidence  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  vest  Congress  with  the  power  of  raising  armies 
in  the  way  contended  for.     But  to  my  mind  the 
limited  power  in  the  one  case  affords  no  evidence 
of  an  intention  to  limit  it  in  the  other,  where  the 
power  IS  granted  without  limitation.     Under  the 
power  granted  over  the  militia,  it  was  intended 
that  they  might  be  called  forth  en  masae  if  neces- 
sary, for  any  of  the  purposes  mentioned.     And  as 


li  ^>  to  class  .all  the  property  in  their  respective 
C"  !jnties  into  as  many  equal  classes  as  there 
ijire  men  wanted,  and  each  clas>  was  by  law 
<  "iiiged.  witSin  ten  days  thereafter,  to  furnish  an 


But  in  order  to  settle  all  doubt  as  to  the  proper 
construction  to  be  given  to  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  which  authorizes  Congress  to  raise 
armies,  we  need  only  to  refer  to  the  opinion  of 
General  Washlnoton*  given  upon  that  subject 


-f.^Tk     II  1  ,   .w  .v.. .......  «u       ^^vx^ia.1    T»  Aaiii.-^uiu.TI,    glVHn     upOU     1031    SUDlCCt 

Rtle-bodied  recruit  during  the  war;  and  in  case  ;  at  the  second  session  of  the  first  Congress  in  the 

of  lUeir  neff  fCtintr  or  rpflKinrr  fr»  <lr.  cr.    fk«-,x.,„ i~nn  a_ji ii  ■      • 


o[  iheir  neglecting  or  refusing  to  do  so,  the  county 
\^aienants  >ivere  authorized  to  procure  men  at 
'«c«r  expensie,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding  fifteen 
Lunds  in  every  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  prop- 
Ky  classed  agreeably  to  law.  Virginia  and 
J.'unsylvania  pur»ued  plans  equally  as  efficient. 
^This,  thei>„  having  been  the  practice  previous 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  fra- 
iersot  that  i-nstrument  having  been  intimately  ac- 
(Jiainted  wi(h  it,  if  they  had  intended,  while  they 
Y|e  delegating  to  Congress  the  power  to  raise 
Jid  support  armies,  that  armies  should  not   be 


year  1790.  And  I  would  suppose,  thar*  construc- 
tion given  to  the  instrument  soon  after  its  adop- 
tion by  a  person  who  should  be  presumed  to  have 
understood  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  it  (he 
being  one  of  them)  ought  to  have  some  intiueoce. 
even  wah  legal  genilenien. 

We  find,  from  a  report  made  by  General  Knox, 
then  Secretary  of  War,  the  principles  of  which 
were  modified  and  sanctioned  by  General  Wa3h- 
iNGTON.  that  a  system  for  raising  a  regular  army, 
in  case  the  exigencies  of  the  country  should  re- 
quire it,  by  classification,  similar  to  the  plan  now 


.1  ^,j     .u  1  .  . -.-w,*.»4    uui    uc     i|uiic  II,  u.  LiasMutaion,  s  miiar  to  tlie  nian  nnw 

ii^d  otherwise  than  by  voluntary  enlistment,  it  ,  recommended  tons  by  Mr.  Monroe  wa. concluded 

tjlair  to  presume  that  the  power  would  have  been  !  upon  and  submitted  to  Con-ress 

|.v.n  in  terms  limited  to  that  extent.  But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 

■!;^.b.7nn'    'fr^'  ianguage  of  the  Constitution  ,  (Mr.  Gho.ve.nor)  hL  ^aid    that  the  oprn.onof 

J  relation  ty  this  subject  ?     It  is,  that  -  Congress  \  General  Wa.uingto.n  is  no  good  authomv  unon 

Wer  thu-  vested  is  nrovXl  !Lin  ,   k         Vu    I  '^^^"'"^  ««'^  judgment  of  that  distinguished  cha- 
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Besides,  at  that  day  Gen.  Hamilton  was  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  ;  and,  as  the  Presidents  have 
always  been  in  the  habitof  consulting  the  members 
of  their  Cabinet  upon  all  important  subjects,  it  is 
but  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  plan  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  War.  modified  and  sanctioned 
by  General  Washington,  was  not  without  his 
approbation.  It  therefore,  sir,  appears  to  be  mani- 
fest to  my  mind,  that  it  is  not  only  Constitutional 
for  Congress  to  pass  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion, but  that  we  do  possess  the  power  to  raise  a 
regular  array  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  The  mode  of  raising  regular 
armies  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  unqualified  grant  of  power  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  construciion  given  to  it  by  such  high 
authority,  soon  after  it  went  into  operation— all 
conspire  toproduce  the  confirmation  of  ray  opinion 
in  the  positions  which  I  have  taken. 

But,  sir.  I  am  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the 
time  of  service  of  the  militia  to  twelve  months, 
not  because  I  think  it  unconstitutional,  but  because 
I  think  it  entirely  inexpedient,  and  well  calculated 
to  produce  much  mischief,  if  not  ruin  to  the  coun- 
try.    If  this  bill  passes  in  its  present  shape,  I  un- 
derstand from  its  friends  that  it  is  to  be  received 
and  adopted  as  a  substitute  for  the  plan  for  raising  1 
a  regular  army  recommended  to  us  by  the  Secre-  ' 
tary  of  War,  the  provisions  ol  which  are  contained  \ 
in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  of  j 
this  House.     And  in  that  event,  I  presume  it  is  1 
contemplated  to  rest  the  fate  of  the  next  campaign 
on  a  militia  force,  and  the  few  regulars  that  this  , 
bill  and  our  other  laws  are  calculated  to  produce,  j 
I  have  witnessed.  >ir.  with  the  deepest  concern  \ 
and  regret,  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  gentlemen 
in  this  House,  to  pursue  a  measure  so  feeble  and  ; 
inefficient,  at  a  lime  when  all  the  energies  of  the  ; 
nation  should  be  called  forth  to  meet  the  danger 
with  which  the  country  is  threatened. 

With  a  view,  sir,  to  show  the  inexpediency  of 
relying  upon  the  force  to  be  raised  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill,  I  will  examine;  First— whether 
a  course  of  policy  will  put  the  most  speedy  termi- 
nation to  the  war,  which  provides  that  in  the  fu- 
ture prosecution  of  it.  our  arms  shall  be  confined 
within  our  territorial  limits?  and,  secondly,  if  it 
•will  not.  whether  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion is  the  best  calculated  to  raise  an  efficient  force 
to  operate  in  the  enemy's  provinces? 

As  to  the  first  point — it  does  appear  to  me.  sir. 
that  a  little  reflection  ought  toconvince  us  of  the 
danger  and  inexpediency  of  relying  so  entirely  on 
defensive  operations  to  put  an  end  to  this  war. 
We  find  from  experience,  that,  our  maritime  fron- 
tier being  nearly  two  thousand  miles  in  extent, 
the  enemy  has  it  in  his  power,  with  his  means  of 
transportation,  to  keep  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thousand  of  our  militia  continually  in  the  field, 
with  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  thousand  British 
troops.  If  we  fail  to  keep  any  vulnerable  point 
properly  defended  by  an  immense  militia  force, 
it  is  immediately  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the  en- 
emy, and  the  conflagration  and  plunder  of  our 
towns,  and  the  ruin  of  our  citizens,  follow  as  con- 
sequences. 


The  British  transport  vepsels  are  continually 
hovering  upon  our  coast  from  Maine  to  New  Or- 
leans, with  a  view,  as  well  to  keep  our  militia  in 
the  field,  that  the  expenses  of  the  war  may  be  in- 
creased, as  to  lay  waste  those  places  which  they 
find  undel'ended.  We  are  thus  going  on  with  a 
defensive  war,  prosecuted  almost  alone  by  a  mi- 
litia force,  which  by  far  is  the  most  expensive  to 
the  Government  and  oppressive  to  the  people, 
while  it  is  the  least  efficient  that  could  be  em- 
ployed. 

And   can    it   be  expected,  sir,  that  England  is 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  this  course  of 
policy  is   ruinous   to  this  nation?     No,  sir — an 
examination  of   the   measuies   adopted   by   that 
Government  ought  to  convince  us,  that  she  is  en- 
deavoring to  influence  our  deliberations,  and  to 
paralyze  our  preparations  for  the  offensive  prose- 
cution of  this  war.     They  know  well,  from  expe- 
rience, that  they  can  practise  with  success  upon 
our  credulity.     It  is  their  object  and  their  interest 
to  prevent  us  from  providing  a  regular  force  at 
the  present  session.     They  know  that  such  a  force 
could  be  provided  and  employed  in  the  next  cam- 
paign with  success  on  our  pan.     And  they  also 
know,  that  if  we  can  be  prevented  from  adopting 
'  such  an  efficient  plan,  and  can  be  induced  to  rely 
'  still  longer  upon  a  militia  force  and  upon  defen- 
1  sive  measures,  that  it  will  be  the  means  of  increas- 
i  ing  our  public  burden  and  of  breaking  down  the 
1  spirit  of  the  people,  while  it  will  facilitate,  and 
give  time  to  ripen  into  perfection,  their  schemes 
,  for  our  subjugation  and  ruin. 
I       What  course  of  policy  does  it  appear  that  the 
!  British   Government   has    been    pursuing?     We 
find  that  early  in  the  month  of  August  last,  at  a 
i  time   when   they  expected   that  Congress  would 
;  not  be  convened  until  December,  the  conditions 
offered  our  Ministers  for  the  restoration  of  peace 
were  disgraceful  and  humiliating.     They  claimed 
the  surrender  on  our  part  of  nearly  one-third  of  the 
I  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States.    But  as  soon 
'  as  they  found  that  Congress  was  convened,  they 
!  deemed  it  necessary  to  recede  from  their  haughty 
demands,  and  to  manifest  an  almost  entire  willing- 
I  ness  to  conclude  a  treaty  upon  terms  acceptable  to 
I  our  Government.    Still,  however,ihey  keptminor 
i  obstacles  in  the  way  ot  a  final  settlement  of  our 
differences,  and   procrastination  was  discovered 
by  our  Ministers  to  be  their  object.     With  a  view 
further  to  prevent  strong  grounds  from  being  taken 
by  Congress,  in  the  establishment  of  an  efficient 
regular  force,  calculated  at  once  to  put  a  termi- 
na'tion  to  the  war.  Lord   Hill's  expedition,  with 
which  we  have  been  threatened,  was  at  once  sus- 
pended, and  It  was  made  known  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  ministerial  prints   that  the  prospects 
of  a  rupture  upon  the  continent  of  Europe  ren- 
dered the  suspension  necessary.     It  should  be  ex- 
pected that  such  measures  will  be  pursued  by  the 
British  Government  m  conducting  the  negotia- 
tion at  Ghent,  and   in  the  management  of  their 
affairs  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  as  will  be   best 
calculated  to  deceive  us.  and  to  relax  the  vigor  of 
our  measures  at  the  present  session.      1  hey  well 
knew  that  the  arrival  of  Lord  Hill  with  his  forces 
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^.pon  our  coast,  would  have  driven  Congress  into 

•he  adoptic'j  of  more  efficient  and  vigorous  mea- 

iu.es  for  the  pro.seculion  of  the  war.     They  there- 

I'oie  deenie))  it  necessary  to  suspend  his  expedi- 

jii»n.  and  to  lower  their  tone  towards  our  Minis- 

ers,  with  flie  hope   that,  in   the  anticipation  of 

je^ce,  the  measures  of  Congress  would  be  relaxed 

cfordingly.; 

|3ir,  it  IS  ejvidenl  that  the  British  Government 
ie*er  will  make  peace  with  us  so  long  as  they 
jn-'J  tliat  -.vexontinue  to  rely  so  exclusively  upon 
lefensive  cr.t^asures  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
fhey  see.  most  clearly,  that  it  must  ultimately 
erininate  m  their  favor,  unless  the  character  of  it 
s  changed  i>q  our  part.  The  support  of  the  im- 
tien»e  militia  force  which  we  have  continually 
,)  seep  up,  IS  entailing  upon  this  nation  a  public 
[Urden  wiiicji,  in  a  few  years  longer,  will  become 
uiy  oppresjive  upon  the  people;  and  so  long  as 
e  continue  this  course  of  policy,  there  are  no 
is;ble  prospects  of  putting  a  termination  to  the 
ar.  The  *nemy  knows  our  situation,  and  it 
ould  afford  evidence  of  his  weakness  to  make 
|e&ce  with  gs  so  long  as  we  continue  to  pursue  a 
plicy  so  adinirably  calculated  to  make  us  con- 
Ijer  ourselvjLS, 

t  But.  sir,  tbere  is  a  mode  by  which  this  war  can 
i,  ?  speedily  t"erminated  in  a  manner  honorable  to 
£  ;is  nation.  An  overwhelming  force  should  be 
•' irown  intotvanada  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
^Jnipaign,  c»lculated  to  extort  from  the  enemy 
.^1  acknowledgment  of  our  rights,  and  reparation 
,r  our  wrongs.  If  one  hundred  thousand  men 
uld  be  marched  across  the  lines  early  in  the 
xt  Summer,  it  would  immediately  give  relief 
the  whole  of  our  seaboard.  The  enemy  would 
Ur  compelled^to  concentrate  his  forces  there  to 
»^»'e  his  provinces,  and  we  could  there  meet  him, 
nid  beat  himj  and  put  an  end  to  the  war.  I  would 
oquer  the.i:nemy's  provinces,  not  with  the  view 
extendiagthe  territorial  limits  of  the  United 
Jiates,  for  I,»m  aware  of  the  pernicious  example 
^  oherish.m^  a  thirst  for  foreign  conquest,  but  I 
^Aould  conqger  them  to  be  again  surrendered  to 
Vrii.  upon  bering  indemni6ed  for  the  injuries  which 
^  has  do.ieus.  I  would  rather  they  should  re- 
a.'n  British  provinces,  for  they  will  always 
brd  a  sate  «nd  coovenieni  pledge  for  the  secu- 
'..y  of  our  cumnjercial  rights. 
U  must  I  think,  be  agreed,  that  it  is  in  the 
|f>wer  of  Oci^gres,  :o  raise  such  an  army,  and  it 
;tl«cknowle.]ged  on  all  sides  that  it  would  put  an 

lll'^K^^  *■''•     T'^'  question,  then,  ought  to  be, 
•)|ttie  bill  no*rund,r  consideration  the   best  cal- 


iilated  to  produce  such  a  force  ?  I  think  not.  sir. 
II  the  coiur|ry,  it  does  appear  to  me,  that  if  the 
nush  Oove«nment  had  it  in  their  power  to  con- 
^»lJUhe  deliberations  of  this  body,  they  could  not 
«vjse  the  adaption  of  a  measure,  of  a  military 
Cjaracter.  beijier  calculated  to  subserve  their  pur- 
rf  >*s.  If  tho  bill  parses  in  its  present  shape,  it  is 
Jlry  obviousjhat  it  will  not  produce  the  regular 
f«rce  contemplated  by  its  friends,  nor  wilf  the 
rfjrisions  of.,  the  bill  secure  to  the  members  of 
i*jh  class  an:>-  probable  chance  of  raisino-  the  two 
^litiamen.  ot  the  one  regular,  by  conTributton 


The  militia,   therefore,   who  have  not  served  a 
tour  of  duty,  will  have  to  be  draughted  for  twelve 
months  instead  of  six;  and  the  consequence  will 
be,  that  we  shall  rest  the  fate  of  the  next  cam- 
paign, as  we  did   the  last,  almost  alone   upon   a 
militia  force,  the  operations  of  which  will  be  con- 
fined rao«tly,  as  it  heretofore  has  been,  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.     It  is  true   that   the 
bill  contains  a  provision  authorizing  each  class  to 
raise,  either  by  contract  or   by  draught,  the  two 
militiamen  to  serve   for  twelve   month's;  and  it 
also  exempts  them   from   the  draught,  provided 
ihey  will  furnish  one  able-bodied  recruit  to   serve 
for  five  years,  if  the  war  should  so  long  continue. 
And  upon  the  fir>t   view  of  the   bill  as   it  came 
from  the  Senate,  and  a!s   it  was   reported   by  the 
select  committee  of  this  House,  to  whom  it  was 
afterwards  referred  to  be  amended,  its   provisions 
appeared  to  be  fair,  with   the  exception  that  no 
mode  was  pointed   out   by  which   to  enable   the 
members  of  each  class  to  employ  the  men  by  con- 
tract, in  case  there  should  be  a  disinclination  on 
the  part  of  any  to  contribute  according  to   prop- 
erty.    It  was   believed,  at   first,  that   this  defect 
could  be  remedied  by  an  amendment,  which  was 
afterwards,  however,  introduced  by  an  honorable 
gentleman   from   Ohio,  (Mr.  McLea.n,)  and   re- 
jected.   The  amendment  provided  that  a  majority 
of  each  class  should  decide  whether  the  men  re- 
quired of  them  to  In;  furnished  should  be  raised 
by   contract  or  by  draught;  that  where  it  was 
concluded  to  furnish  them  by  contract,  every  per- 
son within  the  class,  whether  subject  to   militia 
duty  or  not,  was  to  be  compelled  to  contribute 
according  to  property;  and  provision  was  made 
for  the  ascertainment  and  collection  of  the  sum 
to  be  paid  by  each  to  the  draughts  or  the   recrular 
hired  by  the  class.     The   principles  contained  in 
this  amendment  were  considered  to  be  fair,  equi- 
table, and  just,  because  they  were  bottomed  upon 
the  rule  that  the  wealth  of  the  nation  should  fur- 
nish the  army  to  defend  it.     But  it  was  astonish- 
ing to  me,  when   I  discovered   that  the  warmest 
friends  of  the  bill  were  the  first  and  most  zealous 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment.     They  are  wil- 
ling that  the  bill  should  contain  a  provision  al- 
lowing each  class  to  furnish  their  men  by  contract  • 
but  they  are  opposed  to  the  principle  which  would 
compel  the  members  of  the  classes  to  contribute 
according  to  property.     It  follows,  therefore,  that 
they  will  not  agree  to  compel  the  most  weklthv 
man  in  a  class  lo  contribute  more  than  the  poor- 
esi.     And  what  will  be  the  operation  of  the  bill 
t.roughout   the  nation?     Sir,   the   wealthy  will 
almost  invariably  refuse  to  join  in  a  contribution 

according  toproperty  for  thepurposeofraism^r  men 
by  contract,  because  they  would  have  much  more 
to  pay  than  the  poorer  members  of  the  class.  A 
few  (perhaps  not  more  than  one,  in  many  cases)  of 
the  most  wealthy  of  a  class  will  drive  the  balance 
into  a  draught,  by  which  means  they  will  .stand 
the  same  chance  to  get  clear  as  the  poorest  mem- 
bers of  It.  If  It  should  fall  upon  the  wealthy 
iheir  circumstances  will  enable  them  to  hire  sub- 
stitutes; but  if  It  falls  upon  the  poor  man.  he  has 
DO  alternative  but  to  serve  his  tour  of  duty. 
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In  opposition  to   that  amendment,  it   has  been 
contended  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Sheffey.)  and   the  same  argument 
has  since  been  used   by  an   honorable   gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes.)  that  there 
are  two  kinds  of  service  due  from  the   people  to 
their  Government;   that  is   to  lay,  personal  or 
military  service,  and  service  by  pecuniary  con- 
tribution;  that  the  wealthy  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port of  Government  by  the  way  of  taxes;  and 
that  when   military   services  are   wanting,   they 
should  be  afforded  by  the  militia  without  regard 
to  property.     And.  in  order  to  illustrate  this  doc- 
trine, the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  told  us 
the  other  day  that  lie  would   state  a  case  which 
would  occur  if  the  amendment  was  adopted,  that 
he  was  sure  would  have  prevented  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  amendment   by  the   gentleman    from 
Ohio,  if  he  had  known  of  it.     The  case  wa.s.  that 
an  honorable  colleague  of  his  represented  a  dis- 
trict  upon    this   floor,  which,  if  the  amendment 
was  adopted,  would  have  lo  pay,  according  to  the 
plan  of  contribution  proposed,  a  tax  equal  to  its 
proportion  of  a   tax   upon   the  United  States  of 
eighty-five  millions  of  dollars.    Now.  sir.  the  case 
put  by  the  honorable  gentleman  was  so  far   from 
convincing   me   of  the    impropriety   and    unjust 
operation  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  geH- 
tleman  from  Ohio,  that  it  manifested  the  necessity 
of  Its  adoption  still  moreclearly  to  me.     Thegen- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  was  willing  to  im- 
pose upon  his  colleague's  district,  by  the  passage 
of  the  bill  in  its  prfsent  shape,  the   performance 
of  military  service  to  the  value  of  a  sum  equal  to 
its  proportion  of  a  tax  upon  the  United  States  of 
an  immense  amount;  and  yet  he  was  unwilling 
to  afford  to  a  majority  of  each  class  of  the  miliiia 
of  that  district  the  liberty  of  deciding  whether 
the  classes  should  furnish  persons  to  perform  the 
military   service   required   of  them   by   contract 
rather  than   by  draught.     He  seems  to  suppose 
that,  if  the  men  were  raised  by  a  pecuniary  con- 
tribution according  to   property,  the   service   re- 
quired of  that  district  to  the  Government  would 
be  too  great;   whereas,  if  the  same  service  was 
rendered  by  men  to  be  draughted  from  each  class, 
it  would  not  be  too  great.     1  am  aware,  sir,  that 
the  principles  of  that  amendment  would  not  suit 
the  owners  of  the  large  cotlotj   plantations,  and 
overgrown   fortunes   in    tlie   South,    because,   as 
members  of  their  classes,  they  would  have  to  con- 
tribute according  to  their  wealth ;  but  the  provis- 
ions would  be  just  in  their  operations  upon   the 
great  body  of  the   people  of  the  nation.     Sir.   I 
cannot  agree  with  gentlemen,  that  when  military 
services  are  called  for,  that  they  shall  be  rendered 
by  the  militia  without  regard  to  property.     This 
rule  may  be  endured  while  the  militia  tours  are 
short,  but  It  ought  not  to  be  suffered,  should  it  be  so 
increased. 

Sir,  it  is  true,  that  the  wealthy  contribute 
to  the  support  of  Government  in  the  payment  of 
taxes,  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community  have  always  been  made  to  pay 
taxes  also,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  their 
property.     The  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties 


imposed  at  the  present  session,  will  bear  heavier 
upon  the  common  people  of  the  country  than 
upon  the  wealthier  portion  of  the  community. 
The  direct  tax  of  six  millions  is  paid  as  equally 
by  all,  according  to  property,  as  the  Constitution 
will  permit,  but  the  internal  duties  are  not;  for 
the  seven  or  eight  million  whiskey  tax,  which  is 
the  largest  item  in  our  system  of  taxation,  will  be 
paid  mostly  by  that  class  of  the  community  who 
render  the  most  military  service.  We  lay,  then, 
a  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  in  money  upon  the 
people  of  the  nation,  to  be  collected  according  to 
property;  and,  allowing  the  military  services  of 
a  militiaman  to  be  worth  two  hundred  dollars  for 
twelve  months,  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  lay  a 
tax  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  militia 
of  the  nation,  to  be  collected  in  personal  services, 
without  regard  to  property.  It  is  unreasonable 
and  unjust  for  the  wealth  of  the  nation  to  bear  so 
small  a  proportion  of  the  public  burden. 

It  really  does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  since  the 
amendment  which  was  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  has  been  rejected,  the  bill  iscalcula- 
ted  to  do  much  more   mischief  than  good.     The 
classes  will  not  agree  to  rai.se  regulars  instead  of  the 
draughts,  unless  it  could  be  done   by  a  contribu- 
tion accoiding  to  property,  and  this  contribution 
but  seldom  ever  would   be  agreed  to  voluntarily 
by  all  the  members  of  the  classes.     Perhaps  there 
Would  be  a  few  exceptions  in  some  of  the  most 
patriotic  quarters  of  the  Union.     But  can  it  be 
believed  that  Massachusetts,  and  the  rest  of  the 
New  England   States,  would  furnish  any  regu- 
lars?    I  think  not,  sir.     They  would  stand  the 
draught,  and,  as  militia,  they  would  claim  to  be 
kept  "within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.     I 
shall  not  pretend  to  say  whether  this  claim  would 
be  justified  by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
or  not,  but  it  appears  that  the  Senate  entertained 
an  opinion  favorable  to  that  pretension,  by  their 
having  incorporated  a  provision  in  this  bill,  con- 
fining the  operations  of  the   militia  within  the 
United  States.     The  militia  draughts  in  the  New 
England  Slates  would  all  have,  by  the  provisions 
of  the    bill,   to    be   called   out;  they   would   not 
march  beyond  the  line,  where  alone  they  would 
be   wanting,    but   they  would    remain    in  camp, 
within  their  own  States,  squandering  the  public 
revenue,  while  they  would  be  entirely  useless  to 
the  Government.     And  what  would  the  militia 
of  Tennessee  have  to  do  7     Those  who  have  not 
yet  served  a  lour  of  duty,  and  who  would  not  be 
enabled  to   hire  substitutes,  would  be  compelled 
to    leave    their    families,   and    their   farms,   and 
march  to  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  where  they 
would  have  to  remain  in  camp  for  a  whole  year, 
in    the   most    sickly   climate   on   the  continent. 
This  burden   will   be  unequal  and  unjust  in  its 
operation,   because   many   of  the   most   wealthy 
persons  m  the  communiiv  will  be  excluded  from 
bearmtr  any  portion  of  it.     And  it  will  be  borne 
with   less  fortitude   by  those  whose  duty  it  tnay 
become  to  perform  this  twelve  months  tour  when 
they  recollect  that  this  species  of  force,  relied  on 
again  by  Congress,  is  better  fit  for  the  purpose  of 
•increasing  the   public   debt,  and  for  producing 
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•«ler  disirf^s  in  the  country,  than  for  putting  a  [unwilling  to  fxiend  the  time  of  that  kind  of  ser- 
r.ninai.on  to  ilie  war.  vj^e  to  twelve  months.     But  if  this   measure  is 

persisted  in,  and  the  bill  should  pass  as  it  now  is. 

I  think  I  plainly  see  the  consequences  that  are  to 


^rminaiion  Jo  the  war. 

jjThe  charapler  of  tiie  militia  of  Tennessee,  sir, 
well  knowjn  throughout  the  nation.     They  are 


Jlitiwn  iobe%  brave,  patriotic,  and  magnanimous  ;  result  from  it.  '  An  overgrown  public  debt  will 
(sople— always  ready  to  bear,  wiih  the  mo^t  dis-  be  heaped  upon  us;  the  spirit  of  the  people  will 
ijjuished  cheerfulness,  any  burden  imnoseduDon  '  be  broken  down  by  oppressive  and  ruinous  twelve 

months  tours  of  militia  service,  and  the  increased 
taxes  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  pay. 
And  in  three  or  four  years  from  now.  after  the 
nation  is  nearly  ruined,  we  shall  be  driven  to  the 
nece.'sily,  before  we  can  get  rid  of  rhis  war,  of 
adopting  the  measure  recommended  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  reported  by  our  Military  Com- 
mittee. 

But  I  have  heard  it  suggested  by  gentlemen, 
friendly  to  draughting  the  militia  for  two  years, 
with  permission  to  each  class  to  furni>h  a  regu- 
lar, that  it  would    be  unconstitutional  to  raise  a 
regular  force    in   the    manner    provided    by   the 
other  military   bill    which    lies   upon    the   table. 
They  are  willing  to  pass  the  bill   before  us  as  it 
came  from  the  Senate,  for  draughting  the  militia 
for  two  years,  without  the  incorporation  of  the 
amendment    proposed    by    the   gentleman    from 
Ohio,  and  yet  they  consider  unconstitutional  the 
provisions  of  the  other  bill  which   provides  that 
every  class  of  twentv-five  militia  shall  furnish  a 
recruit  for  during   the  war,    by  a  contribution, 
from  all  within  the  class,  according  to  property, 
whetner  subject  to   militia  duty  or  not.  under'a 
penalty  to   be   inflicted   and   collected   from  the 
clas.s.     Now.  to   my  mind.  >ir.  if  the  one  is  un- 
constitutional, the  other  must  be  so  too.     In  the 
one  case,  each  class  of  the  militi,i  must  iurnish  a 

regular,  without  the  principle  of  compellingevery 
member  of  the  class  to  contribute  according  to 
property,  (without  which  it  could  not  be  done,) 
under  the  penalty  of  a  draught  of  a  two  years' 


njuished  chieerfuluess.  any  burden  imposed  upon 
;em  by  the  (jrovernment.  whether  of  a  pecuniary 
•  n  miliiary-kind,  which  they  may  think  in  the 
,ist  calculated  to  promote  the  c  'inmon  cause  of 
eir   couiiirr.     There   are    many   thousands  of 
e.n    now   iparcuing   through    a    wilderne.ss   of 
veral  hundred   miles  in  extent  lo  meet  and  re- 
1  the  invasion  of  the  enemy.     And  on  this  oc- 
^sion.  sir,  I  will  beg  leave  lo  read  a  short  extract 
Kum  a  papei  published  at  Nashville,  showing  the 
t  a^rity  with  which  the  militia  turned  out  upon 
5   lite  emprgency,  when  there  was  a  call  upon 
I  at  Slate  \\,t  five  thousand  men  to  m?irch  lo  the 
<   iVnce  of  the  Louisiana  country.     It  is  in  these 
}  jtds:       .   i\ 

'.  "TiKgDiT,  Sovfrnber  16,  1814. 

'  "*^*  """'^  confess  that  we  are  not  capable  ofde- 
*  rihmg  the  pleasure  we  have  experienced  for  the  last 
i  ;c(is  in  vifiw'jng:  the  alacrity  with  which  our  brother 
^  -nnesscea.-if  have  turned  out  in  defence  of  their  in- 
j,  red  country ;  but  for  an  evidence  of  tlieir  patriotism, 
1^  J  ;bllowln^'  way  serve  as  a  proof.  In  the  past  week 
tl  ^rv  has  baen  almost  as  many  offering  their  services 
1,  substitu'.o?.  as  there  were  men  called  for  by  the 
f\  vt-mment..  And,  one  man  oirering  his  services  to 
|0uth.  he  W4S  answered,  that  he  (the  youth)  would 
take  tw..niv-five  dollars  for  his  place.  We  could 
a  numb.'r  j>f  hke  instances." 

|(  have  read  this,  sir.  to  show  that  the  people  of 
Fonessee  are  prepared  to  make  any  sacrifices  to 
y[  the  G-.vernment  in  resisting  the  encroach- 
■nts  of  the  enemy,  and  in  prosecuting  this  war 
!a  way  calculated  to  put  and  to  it,  in  a  manner 
l^norable  loihe  country.  But.  sir.  let  me  tell 
V|u.  that  while  these  people  are  thus  prepared  to 
ri^ke  every  sacrifice,  and  to  meet  every  dan'^er 
I  'MY  have  a  right  to  expect  that  Conjrress  »"  a 
tluc  like  the  pre>ent.  will  at  least  do  its  part 
im-.ry  hav,  exiH-cied  that  Congress,  upon  receiv- 
f^e  first  despatches  Irom  our  Ministers,  would 
I*  ihiediatf.y  determine  to  raise  an  efficient  re<Tu- 
It  r  force,  c>apable  of  putting  an  end  to  this  w'ar. 
I  n.  sir,  uiNtead  ot  doing  this,  we  are  about  lo 
'A  opt  a  mea>ture  of  all  others  the  very  best  calcu- 
X  led  to  pn.h.ng  Us  duration.  For  the  bill  in  its 
.<>|»ration  would  not  produce  regulars,  but  would 
uire  a  movt  oppre^Mve  kind  of  miliiia  service. 

Ji^  kind  ofjservice  answers  alone  for  defensive 
•rations,  a^id  I  repeal  again  that  it  cannot  put 
end  to  tl.M  war.     Believing,  then,  as  I  do.  that 
bill  woulti  tail  to  answer  the  expectations  of 
■V  triends.  m*  producing  a  regular  force.  I  am  in 
fxjr  of  the  amendment  of  the  peolleman  from 
wyland.  (.Mr.  Whight.)  with  the  hope  that  its 
f>ptinn  will  ihe  means  of  rejeclins  ihe  bill  be- 
►f  us,  and  tfiat  we  shall  afterwards  take  up  and 
\»jtl  the  m'pre  efficient   measure  contained  in 
bill    repi-rted    by   our   Military   Committee. 
ie  President  is  already  authorized  to  order  out 


tour  of  service.     In  the  other 


case,  every  class 


ournb-T  itf  mililia  for 


would  be  compelled  to  furnish  a  regular  by  con- 
iribuiion   according   to    property    (which    would 
enable  them  to  do  it)  or  pay  a  penalty  to  be  col- 
lected from  the  class.     If  you  have  a  right  to  say 
that  a  class  shall  furnish  a  regular,  without  pre- 
scribing any  rule  by  which  it  shall  be  done,  or  be 
subject  to  a  two  years'  tour  of  duty,  you  would 
upon  the  same  principle  have  the  right  to  compel 
a  class  to  furnish  a    regular,   or   be  subject  to  a 
draught  lor  a  ten  years'  tour  of  duty.     I   have 
heard  it  said,  sir,  that  ihe  adoption  of  the  measure 
recommended   to   us  by  the   Secretary   of  War 
would   afford   a  precedent,   the  abuse  of  which 
might  be  dangerous  in  future  times.     I  am  in 
favor  ot   saving  the  country  with  the  Constitu- 
tional means  which  appear  to  my  mind  to  pre- 
sent themselves.     Whenever  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  shall  become  so  corrupt  as  to  de- 
termine upon  the  rum  of  this  Government,  by 
the  abuse  of  the  power  delegated  to  them,  they 
will  not  be  prevented  from  doing  so  alone  by  the 
want  of  precedents.     If  (hey  should  determine  in 
future  lo  raise  regular  armies  when  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  country  should   not   need  them,  the 
plan,  If  adopted,  which  is  now  under  considera- 


SIX  months,  and  I  am    tion,  would  as  well  afford  them  a  precedent  by 
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which  they  could  do  so,  as  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War.  They  could  lay  the  nii- 
litia  of  the  nation  off  loto  classes,  and  compel 
every  class  to  furnish  a  regular,  under  the  penalty 
of  b*Mng  subject  to  a  draught  for  a  ten  years'  tour 
of  duty. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  will  be  adopted,  and  that 
the  bill  will  afterwards  be  rejected.  We  can 
then  take  up  the  other  bill  containing  the  more 
efficient  measure,  and  provide  a  force  for  the 
next  campaign  competent  for  the  protection  of 
the  nation.  A  force  raised  in  that  way  will  be 
less  oppressive  upon  the  people,  and  will  belier 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  Government  in  put- 
ting a  speedy  termination  to  the  war.  By  adopt- 
ing that  plan,  we  can  be  able  to  march  a  force 
into  Canada  at  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign, 
which  would  wring  from  the  enemy  an  advan- 
tageous peace. 

But,  sir,  if  we  do  tot  adopt  that  measure,  the 
country  may  be  ruined  by  our  neglect.  The 
enemy  is  evidently  making  every  preparation  to 
strike  a  deadly  blow  at  us  in  the  commencement 
of  the  next  camjwiigo — and  it  is  our  duty  lo  pro- 
vide against  it.  Suppose  we  should  neglect  to 
provide  an  efficient  regular  force,  and  the  enemy 
should  invade  the  country  in  the  early  part  of 
the  next  campaign  with  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
regular  troops,  what  would  be  the  situation  of  the 
nation?  Sir.  I  hope  this  feeble  and  inefficient 
measure  will  not  be  adopted,  if  it  is  not.  we  can 
lake  up  the  other  bill,  and  we  shall  then  see  who 
are  willing,  at  a  time  like  the  present,  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility  of  voting  against  the 
only  measure  capable  of  affording  protection  to 
the  country,  and  of  putting  the  most  speedy  ter- 
mination to  the  war. 

After  some  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr. 
LowNDCs  in  reply  to  Mr.  Harbis,  and  in  rejoin- 
der by  him — 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  short  speech 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Hakris.  He  considered  itiu  as 
a  bill  for  relieving  the  militia  from  frequent  and 
harassing  calls  ou  them  lor  occasional  service. 

The  previous  question  wa.s  now  required  by 
Mr.  Yancey  of  North  Carolina,  but  was  not 
sanctioned  by  a  sufficient  number.  The  House 
was  equally  divided,  66  to  66,  and  the  Speaker. 
voting  10  the  negative,  quashed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Ca.nno.n  spoke  briefly  against  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  term  of  service,  as  proposed,  and  ex- 
pressed some  doubts  of  the  expediency  of  the  bill, 
as  well  as  of  the  necessity  of  any  measure  of  this 
character  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  KiLBOUHN.  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  motion 
lo  reduce  the  term  of  service,  intending,  if  that 
motion  was  rejected,  to  move  to  increase  the  term 
of  service  to  one  year  and  eight  months. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 
on  Mr.  Wright's  motion,  and  decided  in  the 
negaiive — for  the  motion  71.  against  it  84,  as 
follows  : 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Avery,  Baylies  of  .Nfassa- 
chu?etts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Bnghain,  Burw..'ll,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion, 
I3lli  Cox.  3d  Shss.— 29 


j  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
.Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Ely, 
Gaston,  Cieddes,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Howell,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetu,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Ma- 
con, Markell,  Miller,  Moscley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Keed,  WilUam  Reed,  Rich, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  81aymaker, 
Smith  of  New    York,   Smith  of  Virginia,  Sunford, 

'  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
.Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and 
Wnght. 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findlev,  Fi^k  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall.  Has- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of 
Va.,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Lyie,  McCoy,  .McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mur- 
free,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Yancey.  j 

So  the  House  refused  lo  reduce  the  term  of  ser- 
vice below  one  year. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  as  a  new 
section  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mililia  called 
forth  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  not  be  liable  to  perform 
any  service,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  repel 
invasion,  suppress  insurrection,  or  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays — 
103  to  58,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Cajnirton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Massachusetts,  Ely, 
Gaston,  Geddcs,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .Maa- 
sachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  MarkelL,  Miller,  Moae- 
ley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  Wiiliam  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shefiby, 
Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stockton, 
Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter — 58. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark.  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  De^ha,  Duvall, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griifin,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Mary- 
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H'l,  Kerr,   Kershaw.  Kilbourn,    King  of  North  Car- 
ilia,   Leflerw,    Lowndes,  Lyle,    Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
ee,  McKiaiv  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree, 
elfwn,  »v^ton.    Ormsby,    Parkor,    Pickens*    Piper, 
leasants,  R«a  of  Pennsylvania,   Khea  of  Tennessee, 
ich,  Roane,  .Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
kinner,   JSmith  of  }'enn8ylvania.  Smith    of  Virginia, 
IWnford,  Ta^nehili,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,   Udree, 
•iVilliams,     Wilson    of    Pennsylvania,    Wright,    and 
gancey — 10;|. 

J  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  reneued  il»e  motion  lie 
^jjd  unsuccessfully  made  in  Committee  of  the 
llVhole,  to  add  to  the  bill  the  following  section,  by 
y  of  amekidment : 

]And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  ciaas  shall 
«glecl  for  fijvc  days  atler  having  been   notified  to  fur- 
yh  a  recruit  to  the  regular  army,  or  two  substitutes, 
;reeablj  to  i  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  majority  of 
ue  individutkls  composing  such  class  shall  have  power 
bind  the  yhole  of  the  class  for  the  payment  of  any 
4i|m  that  may  be  necessary  to  procure  a  recruit  to  the 
l^ular  array,  or  two  sub«tituto:9,  as  aforesaid  ;  provided 
J4ch    sum   shall    not   exceed    tbree    hundred   dollars ; 
fi\d  all  persona   residing   within   the   district   of  such 
Ijaaa,  who  ai^e  exempt  from  militia  duty,  shall  be  lia- 
^  for  the  pjiyment  of  such  sum  as  shall  be  engaged 
u  the  recrintiofftubtititutesaforesaid.equally  with  those 
ho  are  hab^t  to  perform  militia  duty. 
And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  a  recruit  or 
Jubstitutes    )|hall   be  obtained,  as    aforesaid,  the   sum 
Aijreed  to  be  ^iven  shall  be  certified  by  the^class,  or  a 
{i>«jority   of  ihcm,  to  the   captain  of  the  company  in 
hich   they  or  a  majority  of  them   belong,  who  shall 
mediately  ascertain  how  much  each  indivrdual  with- 
the  distric;  must  pay,  apportioning  the  amount  ac- 
arding  to   tfte  real   and  personal  property  possessed  ; 
e  amount  ^(  property  to  be  ascertained   by  the  val- 
uation made  under  the  laws  of  the  I'nited  States,  and 
\.f  the  indiviclual  State  ;  but,  where  no  such  valuation 
ihail  have  Ujen  mado,  the  captain  shall  cause  avalua- 

•  lion  to  be  made  by  three  disinter*  stcd  and  respectable 
ft(;eholders  qnder  oath,  who  shall  be  paid  by  the  class 
irr.e  dollar  ajid  fifty  cents  each  per  day  for  their  ser- 
vices, to   belasacssed   and  collected  with  the  appoint- 

.  inent  aforcHtiid. 

And  be  iV  further  enacted,  That  when  the  appor- 

•  tionment  sl|all  have  been  made  as  aforesaid  by  the 
daptaii),  he  nhall  advertise  the  same  in  the  most  public 

j  place   withio  each    cln.ns,  particularly   specifying  the 
d|mount  each  individual  is  required  to  pay,  and  each 
ih<Vi#lual,  Tvithin    the    class    aforesaid,  shall    pay   or 
rttisfy  thi-  snme  to  the  recruit  or  substitutes  within 
!ten  days  ;hrreaftcr  ;  and.  in  default  thereof,  the  cap- 
:  tain  shall  notify  the  commandant  of  the   regiment  in 
: which   he    Itelongs,  who  shall  order   a  court  martial 
•iflimcdiatcly  to  assemble,  which  court  shall  take  into 
(ionsideration  the  apportionment  made  as  r.foresaid.  and 
on  finding  the  same  to  have  been  made   agreeably  to 
the  proviwcM  of  this   act,  shall   proceed  to  as-sess'the 
.  »ame  as  a  fine  on  the  delinquenUt,  which  shall  be  col- 
Xiected  with-  costs   a»  other   fines  are,  and  when  col- 
lected shall. -fie  paid  to  the  recruit  or  substitutes,  or  to 
^fiis  or  their ^rder. 

l'    And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  court  martial, 

f  <^alled  as   a^iresaid.  shall  have   power  to  correct   any 

^rrors  or  refeeve  against  any  inequality  that  may  have 

caken   plncc.  either  in  the  valuation  of  property  or  in 

ihe  apportirument,  by  equalizing  the  amount  amongst 

"the  citizens  within  the  class. 


\ 


w 


Thi.s  motion  was  pronounced  by  the  Speaker 
to  be  out  of  order,  in  the  present  sta^e  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Kilbourn.  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  atldinc;  eighteen  months  to  the  present 
proposed  term  o(  service,  so  as  to  make  it  one 
year  and  eight  months. 

Mr.  King,  of  North  Carolina,  from  a  desire  to 
preclude  these  motions,  and  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  bill  at  once.  reque>ted  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  was  not  supported  therein  by  a  sufli- 
cient  number,  fifty-six  member's,  who  rose  in 
support  ot  it,  not  constituting  a  majority  of  the 
House, 

The  question  on  Mr.  Kilbourn's  motion  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  For 
the  motion  63,  against  it  95,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Oeighton.  Denoyelles,  Earic,  Evans,  Findley, 
Fisk  o!  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Gour- 
din.  Griffin,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkina  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky.  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefferts.  Lyle.  McKee.  McKim,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton.  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens.  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Robertson.  Sage,  Sharp,  Shipherd,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Udree,  Williams.  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nais — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Baylies 
of  .Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwcll,  Butler,  Ca- 
perton.  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Eppcs,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gcddcs,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris, 
Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York.  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes.  Markell,  Ma- 
con, McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son. Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John 
Reod.  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennet^see,  Rich,  Roane, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Skinner,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stan- 
ford. Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson, 
Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whea- 
lon.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetu,  Winter, 
and  Wright. 

Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermont,  with  the  express  view 
of  incorporating  in  the  bill  provisions  which  he 
deemed  necessary  to  give  it  efficacy,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Coramitiee  on  Military 
AflTairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  this  mo- 
tion with  much  zeal,  and  contended  for  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  bill  as  it  then  stood,  either  to  afford  a 
valuable  militia  force,  or  a  body  of  recruit;*  for 
the  regular  Army,  which  were  much  w.inted. 
The  bill  was  not  as  efficient  as  he  wished,  but,  his 
opinion  having  been  overruled  as  to  the  details  of 
the  bill,  was  no  reason  for  him  to  reject  the  bill 
altogether.  It  was  high  time,  he  added,  that  Con- 
gre.ss  should  rouse  themselves  from  their  lethar- 
gy, and  at  length  proceed  to  act. 

Mr.  I.NCERsoLU  then,  with  a  view  to  enable  the 
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House   to  proceed  withoot  further  delay  to  the 

consideration  of  other  highly  important  bills  on 
the  table  of  the  House,  again  required  the  previous 
question. 

Many  members  supporting  the  demand,  the 
previous  question  was  propounded,  in  the  usual 
form,  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  the  question 
101,  asainst  it  57.  as  follows  : 

Y'kas — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  CreighUin,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Davis  of  Penn.,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle, 
Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  N.  York,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin, 
Griffin,  Hall.  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Glasgow,  Hawes, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingcr- 
■oll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Killwum.  King  of  North  Carolina,  LefferU, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  -McLean, 
Moore,  Murfree.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich.  Roane.  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia.  Boyd,  Bradbury.  Breckenridge.  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton.  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Davenport.  Davis  of  Massachusetts.  Ely,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hender- 
son, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett.  Macon, 
Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schure- 
man, Sheffey,  Slay  maker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wright. 

The  main  question,  viz :  on  the  engrossing  of 
the  amendments  and  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read 
a  third  time,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
91.  nays  71,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,Bine8,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clop- 
ton, Comstock.  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert.  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall.  Earle,  Eppes.  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
New  York.  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frankhn,  Glasgow,  Good- 
wyn, Gourdin.  Griffin,  Hall,  Hasbrouck.  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins, of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin.  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  N.  Carolina,  LefferU,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Mc(/'oy, 
McKeo,  McKim,  .McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor.  Telfair, 
Troup.  Udree.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Willians,  Wil- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nais — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetu,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge, Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,   Dana,    Daven- 


port, Davis  of  Massachusetu,  Elj,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, Kennedy.  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetu, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetu,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  of  Massachusetu, 
Winter,  and  Wright. 

And  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  December  14. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  petition  of  Jonathan 
Bradley  Eastman,  late  paymaster  to  the  troops  in 
thf*  district  of  the  Lakes,  stating  that,  by  the  sur- 
render of  Detroit,  b/  the  late  General  Hull,  a  large 
sum  of  public  money,  together  with  his  accounts 
and  vouchers,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
by  which  he  is  unable  to  settle  with  the  War 
Department,  and  praying  relief  from  Congress. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  New  York  State  Bank, 
and  i-f  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Albany,  recommending  an  issue  of  "  national  bills 
of  credit,*'  to  a  limited  amount,  having  the  qual- 
ity of  a  legal  lender  in  payment  of  all  contracts. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Fisk,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate.  "  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  with  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  intormed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  Stales,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors," 
and  ibk  a  conference  upon  the  same;  to  which 
conference  they  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  Farrow,  from  the  commiitee  appointed  on 
the  25th  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  John  Motlow, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.— 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

It  is  represented  that,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1781,  the  petitioner,  with  a  number  of  others,  were  in 
a  fort  called  Jamersons,  in  the  Sute  of  South  Carolina, 
that  a  party  of  Indians  and  lories  took  the  fort  by  force, 
put  to  death  a  great  number  of  those  so  garrisoned,  and 
made  prisoners  of  the  balance,  (among  the  slain  were 
the  father  of  the  petitioner ;)  and  earned  off  three  ne- 
groes, the  property  of  the  petitioner  and  his  intesUte 
tather,  whose  legal  representative  the  petitioner  is. 
It  is  further  represented  that  repeated  endeavors  have 
been  made  by  the  petitioner,  at  very  great  expense,  to 
recover  the  said  negroes,  but  without  success. 
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And  it  fnrth«r  tppesri,  that  the  ninth  artick  of  the 
r  jtv  of  1798.  conchidcd  with  the  Cherokee*,  bj  obht- 
ya  ,ng  all  pr'or  iggremionf,  plundering^,  and  theftj,  to 
).],  ii  date,  has  finally  changed  the  right  of  property, 
^;  J  made  a  \et:»l  and  complete  transfer  of  the  same 
Jt  m  the  petitioper  over  to  the  said  nation. 
■  'I'he  follovmf  is  a  copy  of  the  said  article  :  "  It  is 
n*  ituallv  agreed  between  the  parties,  that  horses  stolen, 
«'  ^t  not  returned  withm  ninety  days,  shall  be  paid  for 
4V  ibe  rate  ot  sijty  dollars  each ;  if  stolen  by  a  white 
x^  n,  citizen  of  the  United  States,  the  Indian  propri- 
f.l  ir  shall  be  paid  in  cash;  and  if  stolen  by  an  Indian 
fr<  r«  a  citizen, :  to  be  deducted,  as  expressed  in  the 
tw  rth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Philadelphia.  This  ar- 
tii  '  shall  ha\e  retrospect  to  the  commencement  of  the 
fir  I  conferencet>  at  this  place  in  the  present  year,  and 
ncfnrther ;  and  all  animosities,  aggressions,  thefts,  and 
pl«T?<lerings  prior  to  this  day,  shall  cease,  and  be  no 
io.fctr  remeoibf  red  or  demanded  on  either  side." 

,  'vjid  it  furihor  appears,  by  the  fourth  article  of  the 
8»  !  treaty,  thtft  the  United  States  received  a  large 
ct  i-jon  of  terriiory  from  the  said  nation  for  considera- 
tii^  [l  therein  expressed 

I*  "njm  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  facts  of  this 
ca!  .-.iind  the  pnticiples  that  govern  the  same,  the  coin- 
D.'^  ;ee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is 
e<^.$able  and  jukt,  and  submit  the  following  resolution 
touf  House  : 

kio/ved.  That  the  request  of  the  petitioner  ought 
tiOid  granted- 

m  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia,  the 
'Jiimittee  otiiWays  and  Meaos  were  instructed 
\C'  jiquire  taio  the  expediency  of  amendin<j  the 
^i^ect  tax  asses:.raeni  law.  so  as  ihal  the  county 
*fiBath.  now  a  part  of  the  sixth  collection  dis- 
|t^i,  may  be  a?dded  lo,  and  made  part  of.  the  sev- 
flrh  collectioi)  district  in  the  Stale  of  Virginia. 
I  *ff he  bill  frop  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
i'i(*ertain  navjil  officers,  was  read  twice  and  corn- 
ed. 

he  bill  frofn  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
L^lfHurlbur;.  of  Chatham,  tn  Connecticut,  was  read 
njbird  lime;' and.  on  n>otion  of  Mr.  Fisk.  of 
Mrraont.  s-ujiported  by  Mr.  Bradley  the  bill 
^  postpone^  to  Monday  week,  to  allow  time  to 
pin  furtiier  evidence  on  this  case. 
The  en^ruised  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 
i4rts  of  Ind^ina,  was  read  a  third  time.  [The 
provides  that  the  Legislature  of  Indi  ma  may 
^  the  place  (jff  sittin^js  of  the  General  Court,  anil 
'm^t  two  judges  shall  be  present  to  form  a  court.] 
"WConsiderable  conversation  took  place  on  a  prop- 
t>lion  by  M/.  Epj-es  to  postpone  the  bill,  in 
l^e  course  of  ;which  Mr.  Eppes.  Mr.  Lewis,  and 
L^r.  RoBERT.s<)N.  expressed  their  doubts  a«  to  its 
•  pedieney.  aftd  a  desire  to  examine  it  further; 
d  Mr.  Ingkbsoll  and  Mr.  Jennings  explained 
provisions,  Ac.  Ai  length,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BERTsoji.  {he  bill  was  referred  to  a  Commil- 
cf  the  WUole. 

C0MPE.\8.\TI0N  OF  P08TM.\8TERS. 

f  Mr.  Eppes.  of  Virginia,  offeied  for  considera- 
^n  the  following  resolution: 

iesolvtd.  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Roads  \w  in- 
Karted  to  inspire  whether  any.  and  if  any,  what. 
Ringc  ought  t<«  be  made  in  the  compensation  allowed  1 


to  Postmasters ;   and   whether   any,  and  if  any,  wbat« 
change  ought  to  be  made  in  the  right  of  frankiog. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  this  resolu- 
tion, between  Mr.  Rhea  and  Mr.  Eppeb,  id  re- 
spect to  its  object. 

Mr.  RuEA  opposed  the  proposed  reference,  de- 
siring the  subject  in  the  first  instance  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  Postmaster  General ;  and.  after  bis  re- 
port, to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who  properly  had  charge  of  all  sub- 
jects relating  to  revenue. 

Mr.  Eppes,  in  assigning  reasons  for  his  motion. 
staled,  that  the  increase  about  lo  lake  place,  of 
fifty  per  cent,  on  the  present  rates  of  postage, 
would  operate  as  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent,  on 
the  present  compensation  of  postmasters,  which 
probably  was  not  necessary.  He  had  also  under- 
stood that  great  abuses  had  grown  out  of  the  priv- 
ilege of  franking,  insomuch  that  the  office  had 
been  accepted  in  ^ome  ins'iances  as  a  sinecure,  to 
save  the  expense  of  postage,  by  those  who  per- 
formed no  duties  of  the  office  ;  and  that  the  office 
had  even,  in  one  instance,  been  bestowed  on  a 
member  of  this  House. 

The  motion  of  .Mr.  C.  was  agreed  lo  finally, 
without  opposition. 

MILITI.\  DRAUGHTS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  call  upon  the  sev- 
eral Slates  and  Territories  for  their  respective 
quotas  of  80,430  militia  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  against  invasion,  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Waro  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  address- 
ed the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
who  last  addressed  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  expressed  a  deliberate  opinion  that  the 
bill  on  your  table  is  not  only  unconstitutional, 
but.  Ml  poi  It  of  energy  and  efficiency,  in  its  prin- 
ciples and  provisions,  is  not  adequate  to  the  pub- 
lic exigencies  ;  and  gave  a  decided  preference  to 
the  one  reported  by  ihe  chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  pursuant 
to  the  plan  submitted  by  the  Secretary  at  War. 
He  farther  said,  that  an  act,  embracing  principles 
equally  vigorous  with  those  exhibited  in  the  plan 
of  the  Secretary,  ought  to  be  passed  ;  and  those 
who  should  oppose  it,  if  successful,  would  ruio 
the  country. 

Sir,  in  my  mind.  Congress  hare  oo  right,  by 
tiie  Consiiiulion,  to  exercise  the  powers  consid- 
ered as  belonging  to  them  in  the  Secretary's 
plan  ;  and  to  pass  an  act  comporting  with  them, 
will  he  a  gross  and  outrageous  violation  of  the 
personal  rights  of  our  citizens,  inconsistent  wilh 
the  privileges  of  freemen,  the  principles  of  our 
Qoveriiineat.  and  will  strike  a  deadly  blow  at 
American  liberty;  and,  according  to  ray  appre- 
hension, those  who  advocate  the  principles  em- 
braced in  the  Secretary's  plan,  and  attempt  to 
execute  them,  and  not  those  who  resist  them,  will 
rum  their  country.  That  I  am  sincere  in  my 
opinion,  and  serious  in  my  apprehensions,  I  call 
Heaven  to  witness.     In  passing  .such  a  law,  it  ap- 
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pears  to  me  as  clear  as  any  legal  or  moral  posi- 
tion, which  was  ever  stated,  that  we  overstep  the 
bounds  of  the  Constitution,  and  assume  a  power 
which  we  have  no  right  to  exercise.  And  where 
the  Constitution  ends,  tyranny  begins.  If  power 
can  be  assumed  for  one  purpose,  it  may  be  for 
another.  And  if  necessity,  the  tyrant's  plea,  can 
justify  the  exercise  of  unconstitutional  power  in 
one  case,  it  will  do  it  in  all  cases.  It  is  m  the 
nature  of  man  to  have  an  avidity  of  power,  and 
lo  scramble  for  the  possession  of  it,  and  to  think 
it  ever  safe  in  his  hands.  This  remark  applies 
with  justice  to  men  of  all  parlies.  Gentlemen  of 
the  majority,  whatever  their  opinions  once  might 
have  been,  now  seem  to  have  no  objection  to  ex- 
treme power,  provided  it  can  be  lodged  in  them, 
and  exercised  their  own  way. 

The  propensity  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
to  grasp  power  by  construction  and  otherwise  ; 
and  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to 
assume  power  and  surrender  it,  are  truly  alarm- 
ing. If  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  can  be 
forced  from  their  families  and  dome.slic  enjoy- 
ments, and  placed  in  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
Army,  and  marched  out  of  the  United  Slates  for 
foreign  conquest,  or,  as  the  Secretary  expresses 
it,  "  to  push  the  war  into  Canada,"  while  we  are 
dreaming  of  liberty,  we  are  all  slaves— we  hold 
our  liberty  upon  a  tenure  which  renders  it  un- 
worthy of  the  name.  If  we  can  be  marched  to 
Quebec,  we  may  be  sent  lo  Gibraltar,  the  West 
Indies,  or  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  Our  Gov- 
ernroeni,  instead  of  being  free  and  republican,  is 
a  military  despotism,  and  the  right  of  expatria- 
tion, contended  for  by  some  gentlemen,  is  of  more 
value  than  all  the  other  rights  which  we  possess. 

The  exigencies  of  the  country,  I  agree,  are 
pressing,  and  those  who  are  influenced  by  an 
honesi  zeal  to  serve  it,  do  not  merit  reproach. 
But  every  feelingof  impatience  at  Constitutional 
restraint,  and  every  propensity  lo  assume  uncon- 
stitutional power,  are  germsof  tyranny, and  ought 
to  be  destroyed  in  embryo.  Those  rules  which 
are  established  by  the  mind  and  the  judgment, 
uninfluenced  by  passioB,  for  the  security  of  the 
rights  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  ought  to  be 
held  sacred  in  limes  of  convulsion  and  tempest. 
To  restrain  the  passions  of  men,  and  the  aggres- 
sions of  power,  in  such  limes,  is  the  purpose  for 
which  Constitutional  rules  were  made  ;  and  he 
who  feels  an  impatience  of  them,  has  the  seeds 
of  tyranny  springing  up  in  his  heart.  With  the 
spirit  and  disposition  in  which  the  President  and 
Secretary  at  War  now  interpret  the  Constitution, 
give  them  the  hundred  thousand  men,  conlem- 
plaied  in  the  Secretary's  plan,  lo  help  them  ex- 
plain it,  in  tune  to  come ;  and,  shocking  as  the 
thought  may  be,  I  will  venture  to  predict,  that 
our  free  institutions  will  not  survive  it,  and  that 
a  second  election  of  President  will  never  take 
place. 

Sir,  I  may  be  told  that  these  powers  can  be  ex- 
ercised only  in  time  of  war;  that  war  can  be  de- 
clared by  the  Legislature  only,  by  the  representa- 
tives of  a  free  people  ;  and  that  it  will  never  be 
done,  excepting  in  such  a  siaie  of  things  as  makes 


the  public  good  unequivocally  demand  it.  Sir, 
in  theory  it  would  seem  that  we  have  some  se- 
curity in  the  form  of  our  Constitution,  against 
the  declaration  of  improvident,  unjust  and  unne- 
cessary wars;  but.  in  practice,  it  has  been  proved 
we  have  none.  We  find,  by  experience,  that  a 
war,  marked  with  as  much  folly  and  injustice, 
and  coupled  with  as  much  hazard,  as  it  respects 
the  citizens  of  the  country  which  declared  it.  as 
ever  disgraced  any  despot  on  earth,  can  be  de- 
clared by  a  Republican  Government. 

The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  was  said  to 
be  declared  in  defence  of  sailors'  rights.  Those 
rights  were  violated  on  the  Ocean,  and  do  not  ad- 
mit of  adequate  defence  elsewhere.  The  defence- 
less state  of  our  seacoasi.  of  two  thousand  miles 
extent,  was  well  known  by  our  Government ;  and 
to  what  it  was  exposed  by  the  war,  we  may  see 
by  what  some  parts  of  it  have  already  suffered. 
The  views  of  the  President,  as  to  the  compara- 
tive force  of  our  country,  and  the  country  against 
which  we  declared  war,  and  the  means  possessed 
of  mutual  annoyance,  may  be  learned  by  recur- 
ring to  the  instructions  which  he  gave  to  our  Am- 
bassadors at  Ghent.  AUiiding  to  the  remark  con- 
tained in  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
that,  in  impressing  British  seamen  from  American 
vessels,  Great  Britain  exercised  no  right  which 
she  was  not  willing  to  acknowledge  as  apper- 
taining equally  to  the  United  States,  with  respect 
to  American  seamen,  in  British  merchant  ships, 
thePresidentobserves:  ''Theserablance  of  equal- 
'  ity,  however,  in  this  proposition,  which  strikes  at 
'first  view,  disappears  on  a  fair  examination.  Im- 

•  pres&ment  is  not  an  American  practice,  but  ut- 

•  terly  repugnant  to  our  Constitution  and  laws. 
'  The  exercise  of  a  right  in  common  at  sea  by 
'  two  nations,  the  one  powerful,  and  the  other 
'  comparatively  weak,  would  be  to  put  the  latter 

•  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  former.  But, 
'  should  the  United  States  be  permuted  to  make 

•  impressments  from  British  vessels,  the  effect 
'  would  be  uneoual.  Great  Britain  has,  perhaps, 
'  thirty  ships  of^  war  at  sea,  to  one  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  would  profit  of  the  arrangement  in 
'  that  proportion."  We  here  have  the  President's 
view  of  the  comparative  force  and  means  of  an- 
noyance of  our  country,  and  the  country  with 
which  we  are  at  war. 

The  Founder  of  our  Religion,  '•  who  spake  as 
never  man  spake,"  when  on  earth,  in  a  discourse 
designed  to  enforce  on  his  hearers  the  importance 
of  observing  a  due  proportion  between  their  means 
and  their  ends,  their  efforts  and  their  objects,  puts 
several  interrogatories,  which  imply  strong  neg- 
ative answers.  Among  other  things  he  asks, 
'•  What  king,  going  to  make  war  against  another 
'  king,  siiieih  not  down  first  and  consulteth  whe- 
'  iher  he  be  able  with  ten  thousand  to  meet  him 

•  thatcometh  against  him  with  twenty  thousand  7 
The  manner  in  which  this  question  is  piit,  implies 
an  answer,  that  no  king  could  be  so  lost  to  his 
own  security,  and  the  interest  oi  bis  subjects. 
More  than  eighteen  centuries  have  rolled  away, 
since  this  interrogatory  was  put;  a"d  I  believe 
history,  before  the  commencement  of  the  war  m 
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•W]  ith  we  are  engaged,  does  not  famish  us  with 
en  jence  of  such  an  event.  This  deed  of  mad- 
ni^  s  and  foliy,  which  mocked  and  set  credulity 
«F  lefiance,  was  reserved  for  the  commission  of  a 
P»  sident  of  the  United  States  and  an  American 
Cf   rgress,  the  Government  of  a  free  people  ! 

,    'he  able  and  critical  examination  of  my  hon- 
o^   hie  friend  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton) 
or  ^he  details  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  of  the  I 
p^jl^'ers  of  Congress   to  "call  forth   the  militia," 

pr- 


views  of  the  Administration  are  "  to  push  the 
war  into  Canada."  Shall  we  pass  all  the  supply 
bills,  beneath  the  weight  of  which  your  table 
groans,  draw  all  the  funds  of  the  States  from 
them,  and  then  leave  them,  thus  exhausted,  to 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy  ?  Thi.v  in  my  mind,  is 
unjust,  and  against  the  duty  which  we  owe  to 
the  States.  Money  is  as  necessary  to  their  de- 
fence, as  to  that  of  the  United   States,     Under 

,       .    "  -,      these  impre^sions.  I  have  uniformly  voted  against 

,  his  luminous  and  logical  argument  on  these  I  granting  supplies  to  the  Government  of  the"  Uni- 
:|ts.  has  superseded  the  necessity  of  any  far- ,  led  Slates,  and  shall  continue  to  do  it  until  I  have 
:attention  to  these  topics.  He  has  exhausted  '  probable  grounds  for  believing  they  will  be  iudi- 
fubject.  Any  auxiliary  arguments  which  my  I  ciously  applied  in  defence  of  the  country  The 
iible  effort,  could  furnish,  in  support  of  his  po- i  people  of  the  several  States  ought  not  to  be  com- 
ns,  would  be  like  vaUts-de  chambre  in  an  |  pelled  to  pay  for  protection,  unless  it  is  afforded 
y  ;  ihey  would  add  something  to  the  number,  I  them  by  the  United  States.  Shall  Massachusetts 
tH|DOth.ng  to  the  strength.  He  has  demonstra-  '  be  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  common  stock 
ti^,  with  a  degree  of  clearness  and  perspicuity,  j  from  which  she  is  allowed  to  draw  nothing  ? 
^J^ch  no  u.iprejudiced  mmd  can  resi>t,  that  this  When  she  is  denied  a  reimbursement  of  necessa- 
1,1  provides  for  calling  forth  the  militia  for  a  ry  expenses,  incurred  in  securing  that  protection 
p;3pose   not  contemplated  by  the  Constitution  ;  !  which  the  United  States  owes  her  and  has  refused 

a  period  <  to  afford,  ought  she  to  exhaust  her  treasury     to 
fill  that  of  the  United  States?     Surely  not.  ' 


fof  retaining; 


iliem,  when  called  out,  for  a  period 


limited   by  either  of  the  occasions,  on  which 
can  constitutionally  be  called  out ;  and  that 


Before  the  debate  on  this  bill 


!i^K,ii   ie  o  y—'  .—  — ■•-"  ""•  .  ""u  ..lui  j      ijc.uic  iiic  ueoaie  on  mis  oill  commenced,  the 

l^bill  IS  a  piece  of  rnachinery  or  instrument  of    plan  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  for  filling  the  ranks 

t-^urenotwarrantedbytheConstituiion,tocom-    of  the  regular  Army,  had   been  bid  before  thil 

p/mil.i.amtn    to  enlist   themselves  or   procure  :  Hou>e.  and  a  bill  founded  upon   that   pan         ' 


mililiarntn  to  enlist  tliemselves  or  procure 
^♦rs  to  enlist  into  the  regular  Army.  The  al- 
ls which  have  been  made  upon  his  arguments. 
If  aptly  be  compared  to  the  waves  of 'he  trou- 
yl  sea,  dashing  against  a  mighty  rock,  and  fall- 
»  in  gentle  murmurs  at  its  foot. 
PChough  I  bow  with  great  respect  to  the  argu- 
ht  ol  my  honorable  friend,  upon  the  unconsii- 


-— -.  —  -^*-^v^„  ».n»v  |/imi  ndcl 
been  reported  by  our  Military  Committee,  and 
committed  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  which  this  bill  was  committed;  and 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  in  the  debate 
on  this  bill,  seem  to  have  considered  everything 
which  relates  to  calling  forth  the  militia,  or  fill- 
i:      ,.   '  r-  ,•.:,,'"■";■■"'"»'""  •••>-  "'"-"iiau-    ing  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Armv  as  an  issiip  • 

^?wh  cV hi' ha  '    au"d  7::  Tr"  ''"  "  't:*^  i  'f   V'^   Pr^'f''^^  •"-'-''  -  "-   Secretary's 
Ijwhicn  lie  has  staled,  with  reference  to  the     plan  have  been  advocated    by  some    and    renro- 

fic  Treasury   the  ranks  of  the  Army,  the  ne-    bated  by  others,  accordin-^  t7the ir^veral  on  n- 

fi  Lv  o^h'     '"V^'  r""'^^'  "''^  "^^  '"'^'''-  '  '°"^-     ^^'^'J'  therefore  m'ake  no  apolo.y  fo?  s 
sbihtyof  doing  It  without  money,  yet  I  do  not  i  suming  the  same  latitude  "^ 

,J^  pra^tirorvoTin7?nr\ll  r^'  ^''^''"'^  I      '^^^  gentlemen   who  attempt   to  support   the 
VKine  practice  ot  voting  for  all  Constitutional    constitutionality  of  this  bill   and  of  the  Secreia 

a^^^rve'r'nmrt'nf  ;h'^7'  "^^  '^'  ^"^P'^'"'  ^^'^  P'^"'  <^°"'-d  ""•»'  Co  gress^V  he  Co"^^^^^ 
If -.monev  That  the  t"^  ^^  ^'''"  ^"\'"^"  '  '""°"'  '^  *'^^«  P"^"  '°  ra.se^armies.'^w.thout  HrL- 
?n\      h^,  n  I     ^'l^T^easury  is  empty.  I  ad-    itation  as  to  the  mode;"  that  the  important  and 

iT  ilv  P,n  h  T^'  '^  '^1  ''^"'"  "^""y  ^''  'h'"-    ^'^'^"^'^^  ''"•ies  of  '•  providin<r   for  ™he  conn'on 
s-  II  every  btate  in  the  Union,  with  such  aid    mensurate  with  them.  j^werscora 


u»:bii 

a*^or( 


a  J^he  can  obtain  from  her  neighbors,  defends'her"- 
*<Jt,  our  whole  country  will  be  defended.  In  my 
frjid,  the  resources  of  the  States  will  be  applied 


Sir.  I  cannot  suppress  my  astonishment,  when 


I  hear  gentlemen  quote  iheVreamble  of  our  Con- 

the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  repugnant 
to  the  genius  and  nature  of  our  Government.  If 
l.ono;ress  have  such  a  power,  we  are  not  freemen. 
•  lo  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of 
Mberty,  are  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  the 
l-onstitution  as  objects  and  ends  which  the  peo- 


>istration,  that  they  will  be  applied  in  defence 

the  country  ?     None  at  all.      The   immense 

lis  which  have  heretolore  been  drawn  from  the 

kies,  have  bi-en  expended  with  unexampled  prof- 

Icy.  in  wild,  unsettled  projects  of  foreign  con- 

Jf%ft ;  while  the  fairest  and  most  important  parts 

|ur  country   have  been  left  defenceless.     The 
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pie  had  in  view,  in  giving  the  powers  which  they  thought  it  was  necessary  to  give  to  Congress,  and 
did  give,  and  not  as  a  designation  of  powers  which  what  they  did  give,  is  to  be  learned  from  the  spi- 
were  to  be  given.  They  were  expressed  as  an  |  rit  of  the  times  in  which  the  Constitution  was 
admonition  to  after  legislators,  how  to  exercise  |  formed,  from  the  views  and  motives  which  in- 
their  powers,  and  to  restrain  them  from  passing  ;  duced  the  people  to  form  it.  and  from  a  fair  con- 
laws  founded  upon  such  principles  as  are  em-  '  slruction  of  the  Constitution  itself,  taking  it  all 
braced  in  the  Secretary's  plan,  and  not  to  justify    together. 

it.  "  The  common  defence,  general  welfare,  and  When  the  Constitution  was  formed  and  adopt- 
securing  the  blessings  of  liberty."  are  a  pole  star,    ed,  a  jealousy  of  the  military  power  of  the  Uni 


or  constellation,  to  direct  Congress  in  their  course, 
and  in  the  application  of  the  powers  which  are 
expressly  given  them  by  the  Constitution.  Sir, 
1  do  not  know  of  any  express  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  that  Congress  shall  have  power  "to 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  ble.ssings  of  lib- 
erty." To  .say  that  Congress  have  all  powers 
which  they  may  deem  necessary  to  accomplish 
these  objects,  and  that  they  are  not  restrained  by 
the  powers  expressly  given,  is,  in  effect,  to  say 
there  is  no  limit  to  their  powers;  that  our  Con- 


ted  States,  and  a  caution  as  to  what  they  should 
part  with,  were  predominant  feelings  in  the  peo- 
ple of  all  the  States.  A  consolidated  military 
Government  was  the  object  of  fearful  apprehen- 
sions. The  State  Governments  had  been  tried, 
and  were  familiar  to  the  people,  and  a  more  gen- 
eral confidence  was  placed  in  them  than  that  of 
the  United  States,  of  which  they  had  made  no 
experiment.  The  "  blessings  of  civil  liberty" 
were  thought  much  more  secure,  without  giving 
to  Congress  an  unlimited  power  of  the  sword, 
than  they  would  be  if  that  were  the  case.     Let 


stitulion  is  a  mere  carte  blanche.  But,  sir.  if  the  people  of  Massachusetts  have  been  told,  that 
powers  were  <yiven  in  the  general  terms  before  Congress,  if  the  Constitution  were  adopted,  would 
mentioned,  (which,  however,  is  not  the  case.)  have  power  to  raise  regular  armies,  against  the 
and  afterwards  particular  powers  were  expressed.  ;  opinion  of  tlieir  State  Legislature,  for  foreign 
the  general  powers  would  be  controlled  and  re-  :  conquest,  or  any  other  purpose,  and  that  their 
strained   by  the  special.     This   is  an  established     parents,  themselves,  and  their  children,  could  be 


rule  in  the  construction  of  all  instruments.  If  A  { 
gives  to  B  a  letter  of  attorney,  in  which  he  con-  ' 
stitutes  him  his  agent,  to  represent  him  in  all 
courts,  and  to  transact  all  his  concerns,  and  then 
proceeds  to  give  powers  to  do  special  acts,  in  a 
particular  manner,  the  general  powers  are  con- 
trolled and  restrained  by  the  special. 

The  true  construction  of  the  provision  in   the 
Consliiuiion,   that  "  Congress  shall   have   power 
to  raise  and   support  armies,"  is.   that  Congress 
shall  have  authority,  or  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them 
to  do  It ;  iiot  tiiat  they  may  use  power  or  force, 
to  coerce  or  compel  the  citizens  to  enter  the  reg- 
ular army.     Congress   have  power  to  establish 
post  offices  and  make   post  roads  ;  but   no  person 
ever  supposed  that  they  could  chain  the  citizens 
to  wheelbarrows,  and   make  them  work  against 
their  will.     The    power  of  Congress  to  raise  ar-  | 
roies  must  be  exercised   in  such  a   manner  as  is  i 
consistent  with  the  people  enjoying  "  the  bless-  i 
ings  cf  civil  liberty." 

Though  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
cannot  claim  any  power  by  implication  or  con- 
struction, being  prohibited  from  doing  it  by  the 


forced  into  the  ranks,  under  the  command  of  Uni- 
ted Stales'  officers,  and  be  subject  lo  martial  law. 
and  the  discipline,  severity,  and  the  privations  of 
a  camp;  and  the  Constitution,  instead  of  being 
suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration, 
would  liave  been  thrown  under  it.  They  would 
have  said,  we  have  fought  for  ''the  blessings  of 
civil  liberty."  and  we  will  not  adopt  a  Constitu- 
tion which  will  seal  our  slavery.  The  people  of 
Massachusetts  would  have  said,  on  such  an  oc- 
casion, what  the  people  of  Virginia  did  on  one 
less  warrantable.  "  We  will  secede  from  the  Union, 

•  and  be  left  to  the  protection  and  government  of 

•  a  hundred  thousand  free  independent  citizens." 

In  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
a  hedge  was  intended  to  be  set  about  the  citizens 
of  the  several  States,  to  guard  them  against  the 
incursions  of  the  military  powers  of  the  United 
States.  The  wisdom  of  that  precaution  is  now 
manifest.  If  the  United  States  could  command 
the  military  power  of  all  the  Slates,  they  would 
endanger  and  could  easily  destroy  any  individual 
State.  This  was  foreseen,  and  the  power  with- 
holden.     Even  the  qualified  authority  which  is 


Constitution,  yet  ihe  same  cannot  be  said  of  ihe  1  given  to  Congress  by  the  Conslitulion,  "to  pro 


State  governments  or  the  people.  It  is  admissi- 
ble and  fair  to  infer  what  they  meant  to  reserve 
in  one  case,  by  what  they  refuse  to  give  in  an- 
other. That  the  people  and  the  States  did  not 
intend  to  give  Congress  power  by  force  lo  com 


vide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions." 
requires  that  the  soldiers  should  be  placed  under 
officers  appointed  by  the  States.  This  reserva- 
tion was  made  by  the  States  lo  guard  their  citi- 


pel  the  citizens,  our  fathers,  brothers,  and  chil-  zen  soldiers  against  oppressive  power,  to  secure 
dren,  to  enter  the  regular  Army,  destined  for  for-  |  to  the  State  Governments  the  attachment  of  the 
eign  conquest,  under  United  States'  officers,  is  j  officers,  and  guard  the  State  against  a  mi^appli- 
clearly  to  be  inferred,  from  their  refusing  to  place  cation  of  their  military  force,  and  prevent  it  from 
the  militia  under  United  Slates'  officers  when  ;  being  turned  against  them.  Can  any  one  believe 
forced  into  the  service,  even  in  case  of  invasion,  j  when  the  people,  in  case  of  invasion,  the  most 
the  most  pressing  exigency  that  can  possibly  hap- I  trying  emergency  which  can  happen,  gave  the 
pen.  1  United  Slates  power  to  call  forth  the  miliiia  un- 

Whai  powers  the  people  and  the  several  States  j  der  Stale  officers  only,  that  they  intended  lo  put 
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1hjr*whole  pei/ple  of  the  several  States  at  the  dis-  'against  their  consent,  may  be  placed  under  the 
(ill  of  the  OovernmeDt  of  ihe  United  States,  command  of  minions  and  striplings  from  distant 
♦  iji;  expose  tbem  to  be  forced  into  the  regular  States.  This  may  be  thought  to  be  a  vision  of 
A|pf»y.  under  United   Slates'   officers,   in  whose     fancy,  a  delusion  of  the  mind  ;  but.  judging  from 

gpp^i^ji^p^j^  ^j^j^j^  ^^^^  heretofore  bt'en  made, 
we  could  not  expect  that  more  attention  would 
be  paid  lo  our  feelings  or  our  interest,  in  a  cer- 
tain >eclioti  of  our  country,  than  such  a  state  of 
things  would  exhibit.  As  I  am  unwilling  to  be 
thought  to  make  railing  accusations,  without  ev- 


»t«i|iintment  (hey  had  no  agency,  and  under 
w«i)>e  command  they  would  find  no  mercy  ;  and 
llA-i  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  conquest?  IVo. 
'  ']  It  is  a  doctrine  too  absurd  and  inconsistent 
Ind  support  in  any  unprejudiced  mind.  We 
as  well  suppose  that  they  would  have  trem- 


Ijl^J  dt  the    yelping  of  a  lapdog.  and  felt  no  ter-  ,  idence  to  support  them.  1  shall  trouble  the  House 

»0|*  at  the  roairingof  lions  ;  ihat  they  would  have  with    the   statement  tf  a  few  facts,  which   fully 

sjli^ined  at  a  ^nai  and  swallowed  a  camel.  maintain  the  suggestions  which  I  have  made. 

•    vill    those  who   labor  to   support   the   right  of  Not  to  meniion'the  embarrassments  experienced 

V*»gress  to  ejtercise  the  powers  contemplated  in  by  Massachuietts  in  defending  against  the  enemy 

ttif  Secretary's  plan,  in    my  mind,   fall   into  one  (which  have  been  fully  stated  by  my  honorable 

<io}fmon  error.     Instead  of  considering  the  Gov-  friend.  Mr.   Ki.ng)  arising  from   the   President's 

^ritjient  of  tlje  United   States  as  a  Government  sending  a  General,  in  whom   the  Government  of 

ofYiruited  jurisdiction,   possessing  such   powers  the  United  States  had  practically  ^aid    they  had 


,  as  are  expressly  given,  they  consider  it  as  a  ,  no  confidence,   to  command  on  one  of  the  most 
.     /ernraent  of  general  jurisdiction,  and  as  hav-  j  important  stations,   the  case  of  Colonel   Loring 
mj|  all  powers  which  are  not  denied.                         ought   not  to   pass  unnoticed.     Some   few  years 
r  |V1I  powers  not  expressly  given  to  Congress  by    since,  he  commanded  a  company  of  militia  in  the 
liifc  Constitution,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  I  town  of  Boston,  and  was  chargeable  with  many 
tji>  people.    l!"  the  powers  given  are  not  adequate  '  acts  of  insubordination  and  unmilitary  conduct 
tJjJbe  public  exigencies  (which  I  do  not  admit  to    for  which  he  was  arrested.     As  a  military  man' 
lf«ithecase.)  it  is  not  the  fault  of  Congress,  who  '  he  was  a  common   mover  of  sedition  and  disor- 
ai^  the  mere  agents  of  the  people,  and  accounta-  '  der.     A  court  martial  was  legally  appointed  and 
bl4to  them  lor  the  fair  and   faithful  exercise  of    consisted  of  officers  of  both  political  parties.     By 
stjjn  powers  only  as  are  given  to  them.     To  say  [  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  court,  he  was  found 
thv  it  IS   necessary,  or  highly  convenient  to  the  ,  guilty,  and  by  their  sentence  disqualified  for  hold- 
d<j|?nce  of    the  country,    that   Congress  should  ^  ing  any  military  office  (if  I  mistake  not)  for  five 
Ixrte  the  powr-rs  contemplated  in  the  Secretary's    years ;  and  the  sentence  was  approved  by  the  su- 
pl*i,  and  then-lore,  that  they  have  them,  js  very  ,  preme  Executive  of  .Vlas.sachusetts.     Before  this 
jllJgical.     h  11  like  arguing  from    right  to  fact,    disability  was  removed,  he  received  a  colonel's 
irom  taci  to  right,  which  is  never  admissible.  I  commission  from  the  President,  and  was  sent  to 
VViher  or  no' It  would  have  been  belter,  accord-    exercise  his  command  in  the  very  section  in  which 
ip^io  the  ideal  which  the  majority  now  seem  to    he  had  received  his  sentence  of  disqualification 
^£*''/ .   '   .  *  United   States  should   have  been  '  and,  as  I  have  been  informed,  over  one  of  the  of- 
C(||»olidaied.  ^fid  the  independence  of  the  States    ficers  who  sat  on  his  trial.     This  was  an  affront 
^ihilated.and  Congress  possess  all  power,  even    and  au   insult   to   the  constituted   authorities  of 
trftfowerot  acting  immediately  upon  the  people  j  Massachusetts,  and   to  power  legally  exercised  • 
tl«5»ll  military  and  civil  purposes,  it  is  of  no  im-  ;  and  while  the   President   thus   practises  himself 
»ynce  to  in.  uire.     We  do  not  sit  here  to  alter  ,  he  cannot  expect  that  his  authority  and  iurisdic-' 
^onstitutK^n,  "'  'n^L-o  o  „„...  —  k... I      .; II  .  ...  _!-         J         "- 


ConsiitutK^n,  or  make  a  new  one,  but  to  ad- 

Lister  It.  according  to  its  form  and  effect,  as  the 

lt)le,  from  vjrhom  all  power  proceeds,  and  for 

\\se  benefit  it  is  to  be  exercised,  have  made  it. 

J'or  the   purposes  of  defence,   the  State  Gov- 

3p.iments  havii  a  right  to  command  the  services 
f^all  their  cii;zens  who  are  able  to  render  any : 
4..i  «„  n.,.,, „«. 1-.  r u  .    ^  ' 


tion  will  be  respected  by  others.  The  embarrass- 
ments which  the  appointments  to  which  I  allude 
occasioned  to  the  Government  of  Massachusetts 
in  their  late  measures  of  defence,  were  much  more 
than  a  counterbalance  for  any  aid  they  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
The  express  provision  in  the  Constitution,  that 


,    a        ^  '  1      1  — '  '      .      "    "--1"*-"  i'iu»i3iuu  III  iiie  v-onsiiiuiion.  that 

liot  no  Government  under  heaven  has  a  right  to  I  the  States  shall  appoint  the  officers  of  the  railitia 
^fc|.el  the  Cii.zens  ol  our  country  to  enter  the  {  when  called  into  actual  service,  is  considered  as 
rf^iilar  Army.under  United  States'  officers,  for  a  strong  argument  against  the  right  of  Congress 
t,.^purposeot  -  pushing  the  war  into  Canada."  .o  exercise  the  powers  contemplated  in  the  S^ 
cyjor  the  puri|,se  of  any  foreign  conquest,  what- I  retary's  plan,  and  the  train  o.  reasoning  he  h^s 
W'-  ^"""J}  a  P"^"  '^  a'  w"  '^'th  the  vital  spi-  i  adopted  to  get  over  it  is  extraordinarv  indfid 
Tff  ,T  .^^'^;''^"^'°"'  ^'^'^  '^'  fi'^'  P"«-P'«^  of  I  He  'admits  tSat  .f  the  mode  oTramnlL  army 
CJ.W,    iiDerty.  ^^'ch  he  proposes.  '•  draws  men  froralhe  militia 

J|.r  accorditjg  to  the  principles  of  the  Secreta-    service  and  places  them  undeTreVuTaTofficeTs  t  le 
japan.aud:the   provisions  ot  the  b.ll  which    principles  oAhe  Constituiron  afey.olate^^^^^^^^ 
^f#  been  a.  c,upled  to  be  defended  m  the  pres-    the  execution  of  the  Secretary's  plan,  men  w  11 
e;>^  debate,   tbie  soldiers  may   be  wholly  drawn    ^~  <•— :i-i-  .  -  ;      i       •  '"'^"   '•■" 

fjti^  one  section  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
ott4:ers  appointed  from  another.  The  legislators, 
thrf  Judges,  and  the  freemen  of  the  Eastern  States, 


iry  s 
liliti 


be  forcibly  drawn  from  the  militia  and  placed  in 
the  regular  Array,  under  the  United  States'  offi- 
cers.  This  I  hold  to  be  indisputably  the  case. 
Thegrounds  upon  which  It  is  contended  that  such 
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will  not  be  the  operation  of  the  Secretary's  plan, 
are,  that  the  men  are  drawn  from  the  population 
of  the  country,  and  not  from  the  militia. 

Sir.  does  not  the  population  of  the  country  em- 
brace the  militia?  Is  it  not  a  well  settled  maxim 
in  philosophy,  law,  and  common  sense,  that  the 
greater  contains  the  less,  and  that  the  whole  em- 
braces all  the  parts  ?  If  one  part,  and  that  from 
which  military  force  would  most  probably  be  at- 
tempted to  be'drawn,  is  guarded  and  secured  by 
the  Constitution,  can  you  take  the  whole  without 
violating  the  provision  whch  secures  the  part? 
Certainly  you  cannot.  The  population  of  the 
country  embraces  the  militia,  and  more  also  ;  and 
because  the  power  proposed  to  be  exercised  is  not 
limited  tothe  militia.il  is  said  lo  beConstitutional, 
though  it  IS  admitted  that  it  would  not  be  so  if  it 
were  thus  limited.  If  you  cannot  touch  a  part, 
unless  It  be  sub  modo.  you  cannot  touch  the  whole, 
which  includes  that  part,  unless  it  be  subject  to 
the  same  limitation.  But.  sir.  Congress  have  no 
power  over  the  population,  for  military  purposes, 
excepting  it  be  '•  to  organize  them  as  militia,  and 
arm  and  disciplihe  them,"  and  when  thus  organ- 
ized, to  call  them  forth  for  the  purposes  expressed 
by  the  Constitution,  under  officers  appointed  by 
the  States. 

If  the  bill  on  your  table  is  unconstitutional,  re- 
sistance IS  not  only  lawful,  but  it  is  a  duty.  To 
resist  usurped  power,  is  as  high  a  duty  as  to  sub- 
mit to  power  lawfully  exercised  ;  and  the  freemen 
of  the  East  will  much  sooner  incur  the  penalties 
of  an  unconstitutional  law,  than  the  guilt  of 
treachery  to  their  country  and  posterity.  We 
have  heard  much  from  some  of  the  majority,  '  of 
the  power  of  Government,  of  rebellion,  and  of 
crisis."  Sir.  far  be  it  from  me  to  do  anything  to 
invite  or  hasten  crises,  but  if  they  are  forced  upon 
the  citizensof  ihiscountry.  when  they  are  defend- 
ing '•  the  blessings  of  civil  liberty."  they  will  be 
met  with  that  fortitude  which  conscious  integrity 
inspires,  and  the  powerof  the  Government. exerted 
in  an  unjust  cause,  will  be  found  to  be  impotent. 
From  the  language  of  some  gentlemen,  I  should 
suppose  ihey  imagine,  that  persons  m  authority 
have  a  right  to  use  any  powers  which  they  may 
deem  necessary  to  accomplish  lawful  ends,  and 
are  not  restrained  or  limited  to  Constitutional 
means,  and  that  resistance,  in  all  cases,  would  be 
rebellion. 

''  Whoever  in  authority."  said  the  great  Mr. 
Locke,  ••  exceeds  his  powers,  acts  without  author- 
ity, and  may  be  opposed  as  any  other  man  who 
invades  rights."  Upon  its  being  observed,  that 
"  to  tell  the  people  they  may  oppose  power  when 
perverted  or  misapplied,  will  lead  to  rebellion." 
the  same  great  man  replied.  "  you  may  as  well 
say,  to  tell  honest  men  they  may  oppose  robbers 
and  pirates  will  lead  lo  disorder  and  bloodshed." 
When  the  famous  Selden  was  asked,  '"  by  what 
statutes  resistance  to  tyranny  could  be  justified," 
he  answered  :  "It  is  lo  be  justified  by  the  custom 
and  usage  of  England,  whicli  is  the  law  of  the 
land."  '•  We  are  to  support  the  Crown,"  says 
Bolingbroke,  ••  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  while 
it  kee^ps  within   bounds,  and  protects  us,  and  no 


longer."  "  This  is  so  well  settled."  as  he  expresses 
it.  "that  con.science  ha«  no  occasion  to  battle 
with  the  understanding."  "  A  King."  says  Mr. 
Erskine.  '•  has  no  more  authority  to  exceed  his 
power,  than  a  constable."  If  Government  usurp 
a  power,  not  given  by  the  Constitution,  they  are 
wrongdoers. and  responsiblefor  the  consequences. 
In  the  Secretary's  explanatory  observations,  it 
is  said,  that  "  Congress  had  a  right,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, to  raise  regular  armies,  and  no  restraint 
is  imposed  in  the  exercise  of  it ;""  ttiat  •■  it  would 
be  absurd  to  suppose  that  Congress  could  not  car- 
ry ihis  power  into  effect,  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
cepting the  voluntary  services  of  individuals" — 
and  that  "it  might  happen  that  an  army  could 
not  be  raised  lo  that  mode,  whence  ihe  power 
would  have  been  granted  in  vain." 

Sir.  it  will  never  happen  in  a  country  like  ours, 
that  a  wise  and  provident  Administration  cannot 
rai.se  an  army,  without  resorting  to  force,  when 
the  interest  of  the  nation  requires  that  they  should 
have  one.  In  a  war  just,  necessary,  and  expedi- 
enl,  and  wisely  conducted,  one  in  which  tne  feel- 
ings of  the  people  are  engaged,  armies  will  be 
raised  with  great  facility.  In  any  other  war  the 
Government  ought  not  to  have  an  army.  Our 
Government  is  a  Government  of  the  people,  was 
made  for  the  people,  for  the  good  of  the  many, 
and  not  to  support  the  pride,  ihe  weak  or  wicked 
policy,  or  the  passions  of  the  few.  War  never 
ought  to  be  declared  by  a  Government  like  ours, 
excepting  for  causes  ol  such  magnitude,  and  for 
injuries  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  cause  a  general 
excitement.  After  having  legislated  for  years 
upon  principles  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the 
people,  and  destructive  of  their  attachment  to 
the  Government,  to  expect  that  the  people  would 
rally  round  the  Government,  and  fight  with  en- 
thusiasm, betrays  a  want  of  knowledga  of  men, 
and  of  the  nature  of  our  free  institutions. 

The  Secretary  further  observes,  that  "  long 
'  continued  invasions,  conducted  by  well  disci- 
'  plined  troops,  can  best  be  repelled  by  troops 
'  kept  constantly  in  ihe  field,  and  equally  well 
'disciplined;"  that  -the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
•  tution,  and  the  States  who  ratified  it.  knew  the 
'  advantage  which  an  enemy  might  have  over 
'  us  by  regular  forces,  and  intended  to  place  their 
'country  on  an  equal  footing;"  and  so  he  con- 
cludes the  Government  have  a  right  to  raise  such 
troops  by  compulsion. 

If  our  Government  can  adopt  such  reasoning 
as  this,  and  reduce  it  to  practice,  cur  citizens  will 
soon  find  themselves  in  chains  of  despotism. 
'•The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  States 
who  adopted  it,"  also  well  knew  that  an  attack 
made  upon  our  country  by  the  energies  and  un- 
divided efforts  of  a  foreign  despot,  could  most 
effectually  be  resisted  by  despotic  and  arbitrary 
power  ;  and  it  may  as  fairly  be  contended  that, 
in  tune  of  war.  it  was  intended  bv  "the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,'  that  the  President,  to  whom 
the  command  of  the  Array  and  .Navy  is  given, 
should  have  all  the  power  of  a  Roman  Dictator. 
No  doubt  if  one  individual  wielded  the  whole 
physical    force,  and   commanded  the  whole  re- 
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-.vurces  of  tl>e  country,  in  time  of  war.  we  could 

"fljjre  successfully  inrade   foreigo  countries,  and 

"■^jre  prompi'ly  defend  our  own._  '*  Tiie  pace  of 


-iTj^iil."  in  which  the  American  Congress  moves, 


,*jjp  of  military  operations.     But  with   power  in 
•  'v  President,  so  well  suited  to  war,  what  would 
'  y5;orae  oi  ua  in  peace  ?     We  might  then  Hp  on. 
>-^s5ed   With,  as  much   facility  as  we  co 
itfended  in  war.     To  guard  against  oppr 


»   '  1 


understood  by  our  enlightened  citizens.  Sir 
the  causes  of  the  war.  the  motives  uhich  in- 
fluenced our  Government  when  they  declared 
it,  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  everything  rela- 
ting to  these  subjects,  have  become  to  me  ex- 
tremely disgusting.  1  have  no  pleasure  in  enter- 
ing upon  them,  even  for  the  purpose  of  justly 
reproaching  the  authors  of  the  war,  though  the 
baneful  effects  of  it  meet  my  eyes  in  every  direc- 

■  ^  r,   rr ,  I  tioM.     But.  sir.  when  I  hear  the  gentleman  from 

i  powers  (|  Government  are  wisely  limited  by  I  Pennsylvania  say.  "he  had  not  the  honor  of 
.tf  people,  aiid  every  branch  of  the  Government,  |  voting  for  the  war.  not  being  a  member  when  it 
-ilieir  peril,  must  keep  within  the  bounds  pre- j  was  declared;"  when   I  hear    hiiii   speak  of '-a 

morbid  ueutraliiy.-' and  hear  him  ask  "what  sit- 
uation would  our  country  have  been  in  had  war 
not  been  declared?"  implying  that  he  thinks  the 
war  a  blessing;  when  1  view  the  picture  of  the 
distresses  of  our  country,  as  described  by  the 
Government  ;  when  1  look  around  upon  my  fel- 
low-citizens and  neighbors,  and  contrast  their 
present  with  their  situation  before  the  war  ;  when 
I  see  persons  and  families  who  were  then  in 
flourishing  and  ha|)py  circumstances,  moving 
over  the  earth  in  a  step  so  light  as  scarcely  to 
touch  it — when  I  see  the  same  persons,  in  conse- 
quence of  disasters  which  have  grown  out  of  the 
war,  now  moving  in  the  solemn  step  of  a  funeral 
procession,  poor  as  death,  and  gloomy  as  the 
griive;  when  I  behold  the  silence  of  midnight 
pervade  our  commercial  cities,  where  the  busy 
hum  of  industry  was  heard  in  every  street,  i 
cannot  repress  my  feelings.  Many  tears  of  blood 
have  been  shed  in  consequence  of  the  war.  and 
scenes  have  been  acted,  winch  none  but  minds 
blinded  by  infatuation,  and  hearts  impenetrable 
by  pity,  and  insensible  to  feelings  of  remorse, 
can  contemplate  without  horror.  Those  who 
think  that  the  happiness  of  the  people  deserves 
more  consideration  than  the  pride  of  mistaken 
rulers  will  readily  admit  that  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  war  was  declared.* 


......     |.^...,   ,.«M^.     M.-..^'     .*«k.a..*     »»i^     \j\j\Avi\i^t    ui  r- 

ribed.     If  we  have  free  institutions,  and  enjoy 
-^he  blessings  of  civil   liberty,"  we  cannot  pos- 
ies all   the  despotic  energies  in  war.     This  our 
government   ought    to   have  considered    before 
^^x  was  declared. 

is^The  Presitieut,  through  his  Ministry,  declares 
.  'us  "  that  i}ie  nature  of  the  crisis  in  which  we 
-.JiTe  involveij,  and  the  extent  of  our  danger,  re- 
!c||oire  parti.-ular  attention  ;  that  we  are  contend- 
■"^g  for  existence,  and  must  make  great  exer- 
j  jions.  and  luffer  great  sacri6ces;  that  we  are 
»*i*lled  upon  for  a  display  of  all  iliat  patriotism 
f^hich  disliaguished  us  in  the  first  great  strug- 
I'^e;  that  w^  must  relinquish  no  right,  or  perish 
r*i>  the  struggle." 

♦  ii^Is  this  a  true  picture  of  the  state  of  our  coun- 

IjJfc  /     Are  Wf;  contending  for  existence?    Are  we 

filled  upon  for  a  display  of  those  spa>ras  of  patri- 

i'^tsin   exhibited   in   our   great   struggle?     How 

^^"ine  we  in:tliis  si:uation?     By  whose  agency. 

.>^d  tor  whait   causes,  were  we   thus   involved? 

jp  same  Government,  the  same  men.  involved 

in  the  wae,  which  is  the  cause  of  all  the  evils 

^d  calamitu's  which  await  us.  who  now  tell  us 

,r  d   the  world,  that   the   principle   in  support  of 

•i^hich  tney  iaid  the   war    was  declared   is  not 

,- jDrth  a  senpus  contest.     The  same  men  who 

!  jj^w  call  upuii  us  to  surrender  our  lives,  our  per- 

j'V)nal  liberty   our  children,  and  everyihinir  which 

jjjdear  to  us.  to  extricate  our  country  from  the 

;:^te  of  wretchedness  m   which   they   have  in- 

W'lved  us.  now.   in   effect,  admit,  that  after  the 

l*vocaiiori  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  there 

'^gs  no  adequate  cause  for  prosecuting  tlie  war. 

Wis  true,  as-  IS  said,  after   the  peace  in  Europe. 

:|K.jf   principl|^s   of   impressment,   for    which  our 

'Wieniy  coatr-nd,  "will  have  no  practical  effect;" 

tl^ut  what  w(»re  we  told    when   the  war  was  de- 

jjjaf'^d  ?     It  was  then  resounded  from  one  end  of 

)^t   continent  to  the  other,  that  the  war  was  a 

^JJir  for  prineiple  ;  that  sailors'  rights  were  to  be 

j^ablished  on  *basis  eternal.    No  man  supposed. 

■^i?m  the  representations  of  the  supporters  of  the 

^tx.  that  the  blood  and  treasure  which  were  ex- 

*oded  w»'n    to  avert  the  current  sufferings  by 

^pressmeni  during  the  war  in  Europe.     Every 

«^>e    knew    tiiat    the   evils   of  one   year   of  war 

*Jould  be  greater  than  those  of  a  century,  result- 

^g  from  impressment,  in  the  manner  in  which  it 

^  ^is  practised  when  the  war  was  declared.    Gen- 

^limeo  nidy  (iisguise  it  as  they  will,  still  the  pas- 

i&Q^  ibe  letjlings,  and  the  motives  which  led  to 

J  Jt*  war,  will   be  rightly  apprehended   and  fully 


•The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  cele- 
brated patriot,  Edmund  Burke,  to  the  sheriff*  of  Bris- 
tol, on  American  affairs,  in  1777,  needs  no  comment 
to  show  their  application  to  the  supporters  and  oppos- 
ers  ot  the  present  war  : 

"  Indeed  our  affairs  are  in  a  bad  condition.  I  do 
assure  those  Rentleuien  who  have  prayed  for  war,  and 
obtained  the  blessing  they  have  sought,  that  they  are 
at  this  instant  in  very  great  straits. 

'•  The  events  of  this  war  are  of  so  much  greater 
magnitude  than  those  who  either  wished  or  feared  it, 
ever  looked  for,  that  this  alone  ought  to  fill  every  con- 
siderate mind  with  anxiety  and  diffidence.  Wise  men 
often  tremble  at  the  very  things  which  fill  the  thought- 
less with  security.  Whether  you  are  yet  wholly  out 
of  danger  from  them  is  more  than  I  know,  or  than 
your  rulers  can  divine ;  but  even  if  I  were  certain  of 
my  safely,  I  could  not  easiiv  forgive  those  who  had 
brought  me  into  the  most  dreadful  perils,  because  by 
accidents,  unforeseen  by  them  or  me,  I  have  escaped. 
A  conscientious  man  would  be  cautious  how  he  dealt 
in  blood  ;  he  would  feel  some  apprehensions  of  being 
called  to  a  tremendous  account,  for  engaging  in  so 
deep  a  play,  without  any  sort  of  knowledge  of  the 
game.  I  cannot  conceive  any  existence  under  Heaven, 
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We  are  told  •'  that  the  result  of  the  contest  can- ! 
not  be  doubtful."     If  further  content  must  take 
place,  it  is  my  wish  that  the  prediction  may  prove  ' 
true.     But  I   want  something   more  to  rest  my 
hopes   upon   than   the   prophecies  of  the  present 
Administration,  or  their  ability  to   conduct   the 
war.     Their  predictions,  heretofore,  have  proved 
illusory  and  vain  ;  and  I  believe  history  does  not 
furnish  an  example  of  funds  so  extensive  being 
expended,  and  means  so  extensive  exhausted,  and 
so  little  effect  produced.     If  the  Administration  ' 
have  the  talents  requisite  for  conducting  the  war,  ' 
why  has  not  more  been  done  ?     It  is  said  that  this  j 
is  a  war  of  the  nation,  and  not  of  a  party  ;  that  ; 
a  great  majority  of  the  people,  the  substantial  I 
yeomanry,  the  physical  strength  of  the  country, 
are  with'  the  Government.     All   the  laws  have  i 
been  passed  for  raising  men   and  money,  which  I 
the  supporters  of  the  war  have  required.     If  the  i 
war  is  popular,  at  least  four  millions  of  people,  a  ' 
greater  number  than  the  whole  population  of  the  I 
country  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  must  be  heart 
and  hand  with  the  Administration.     The  purses. 
even  of  the  Opposition,  have  been  open  to  the  | 


supporters  of  the  war.  as  far  as  they  would  draw 
upon  their  own.  If  the  statements  of  the  major- 
ity are  true,  the  results  of  three  campaigns,  and 
the  existing  state  of  things,  most  clearly  show  a 
want  of  talents  in  the  Government  to  call  forth 
and  a|»ply  the  resources  of  the  country. 

The  President,  through  his  Minister,  says: 
'•The  United  States  must  give  up  no  right,  or 
perish  in  the  struggle." 

These  were  not  the  sentiments  of  Alexander 
the  Deliverer.at  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit;  and  we  have 
seen  the  fruits  and  effects  of  the  wisdom  of  Ro- 
manzoff,  in  negotiating  that  treaty,  wonderfully 
displayed  in   the   battle  of  Borodino,  and  in  the 
after  events  of  Europe.     No  wise  Government, 
despotic  or  republican,  ever  held  such  language, 
or  practised  upon  such  a  principle.     A  mad  ad- 
herence to  this  principle  hurried  Bonaparte  from 
the  government  of  the  fairest  part  of  Europe  to 
that  speck  of  creation,  the  island  of  Elba.  What, 
yield  nothing  !  give  up  no  right,  however  unim- 
portant, even  to  quiet  the  reasonable  fears  of  our 
enemy!  not  even   be   at    peace    with   "'our  red 
brethren."  and  suffer  those  children  of  nature  to 


(which  in  the  depths  of  its  wisdom  tolerates  all  sorts 
of  things,)  that  it  is  more  truly  odious  and  disgusting, 
than  an  impotent,  helpless  creature,  without  civil  wis- 
dom, or  military  skill,  bloated  with  pride  and  arro- 
gance, calling  for  battles  which  he  is  not  to  fight,  con-  ; 
tending  for  a  dominion  which  he  can  never  exercise,  ; 
and  satisfied  to  be  himself  mean  and  miserable,  in 
order  to  render  others  wretched.  j 

"  If  you  and  I  find  our  talents  not  of  the  great  and  ' 
ruling  kind,  our  conduct  at  least  is  conformable  to  our 
faculties.     No  man's  life  pays  the  forfeit  of  our  rash- 
ness.    No  desolate  widow  weeps  tears  of  blood  over 
our  arrogance. 

"  I  know  many  have  been  taught  to  think  that  mod- 
eration in  a  case  like  this  is  a  sort  of  treason,  and  that 
all    arguments    for    it    are    sufficiently    answered    by 
charging  all  the  present  or  future  miseries  which  we 
may  suffer  on   the   resistance  of  our  brethren.     But  I  | 
would  wish  them  in  this  grave  matter,  and  if  peace  is 
not  wholly  removed  from  their  hearts,  to  consider  seri- 
ously that  to  criminate  and  recriminate  never  yet  was 
the    road    to  reconciliation    in   any  difference   among 
men.     If  measures  of  peace  are  necessary,  they  must 
begin    somewhere  ;  and  a    conciliatory    temper   must 
precede  and  prepare  every  plan  of  reconciliation.    Nor 
do  I  conceive  that  we  suffer  anything  by  thus  regula- 
ting our  minds;  we  are  not  disarmed  by  being  disen- 
cumbered of  our  passions.     This  outrageous  language 
which  has  been  encouraged,  and   kept  alive  by  every 
art,  has  already  done  incredible  mischief. 

"  If  I  had  not  lived  long  enough  to  be  little  sur- 
prised at  anything,  I  should  have  been  in  some  degree 
astonished  at  the  continued  rage  of  several  gentle- 
men, who,  not  satisfied  with  carrying  fire  and  sword 
into  another  country,  are  animated  nearly  with  the 
same  fury  against  those  neighbors  of  theirs,  whose 
only  crime  it  is  that  they  have  charitably  and  humane- 
ly wished  them  to  entertain  more  reasonable  senti- 
menU,  and  not  always  to  sacrifice  their  interest  to 
their  passion.  All  this  rage  against  unresisting  dis- 
sent, convinces  me  that  at  bottom  they  are  far  from 
satisfied  thev  are  in  the  right.  For  what  is  it  they 
would  have  !     A  war  !     They  certainly  have,  at  this 


moment,  the  blessing  of  something  that  is  very  like 
one.  Is  it  the  force  of  the  nation  they  caU  for  !  they 
have  it  already  ;  and  if  they  choose  to  fight  their  bat- 
tles in  their  own  persons  nobody  prevents  their  march- 
ing with  the  next  ei  pedition.  Do  they  think  the  ser- 
vice is  stinted  for  the  want  of  liberal  supplies  ?  Indeed 
they  complain  without  reason.  The  table  of  the 
House  will  glut  them,  let  their  appetite  for  expense  be 
ever  so  keen. 

"  In  order  to  produce  this  favorite  unanimity  in  de- 
lusion, and  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  a  return  to 
our  ancient  happy  concord,  arguments  for  our  con- 
tinuance in  this  course  are  drawn  from  the  wretched 
situation  itself  into  which  we  have  been  betrayed.  It 
is  said  that,  being  at  war,  all  the  policy  we  have  left  is 
to  strengthen  the  hand  of  Government.  On  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  argument,  the  more  mischiefs  we  suffer 
from  Administration,  the  more  our  trust  in  it  is  to  be 
confirmed. 

"  Let  them  but  once  get  us  into  a  war,  and  then 
their  power  is  safe,  and  an  act  of  oblivion  passed  for 
all  their  misconduct.  Accordingly,  the  least  resistance 
to  power  appears  more  inexcusable  in  their  eyes  than 
the  great  abuses  of  authority.  All  dread  of  a  sUnd- 
ing  miliury  force,  is  looked  upon  as  a  superstitious 
panic ;  and  we  are  taught  to  behevc  that  a  desire  of 
domineering    over   our    countrymen    is   love    to   our 

country. 

"It  is  impossible  that  we  should  remain  long  m  a 
'  situation  which  breeds  such  notions  and  dispositions 
without  some  great  alteration  in  the  national  charac- 
ter. Many  things  have  been  long  operating  towards 
a  gradual  change  in  our  principles;  but  this  war  has 
done  more  in  a  few  years  than  all  the  other  causes 
could  have  effected  in  a  century.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
on  its  own  separate  account,  but  because  of  iU  at- 
tendant circumstances,  that  I  consider  its  continuance, 
or  lis  ending  in  any  way  but  that  of  an  honorable 
and  liberal  accommodation,  as  the  greatest  evil  ttiat 
can  befall  us  ;  for  that  reason  I  entreat  you,  ag»in  «^^ 
again,  neither  to  be  persuaded,  shamed,  or  frighted 
out  of  the  principles  that  have  hitherto  led  so  many  of 
you  to  abhor  the  war." 
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Bjoy  undisturbed,  a  small  portion  of  the  lands 
^/hicb    trie    Ciod    nt    nature   gave    iliem !      The 
,^toui]est  Mwnarchs,  in  their  proudest  days,  have 
'V'fien,  tor  the  sake  of  peace,  giren  up  right>  not 
>  ^uportant   lo  their  security,  to  quiet  the  fears  of 
'     "weaker  nfighbor.  Louis  XIV.  when  more  pow- 
s^fful  than  aov  Monarch  in  Europe,  for  the  sake 
' %•   peace,  and  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  English 
;^ad  Dutcii.  Agreed  lo  destroy  his  fortifications  at 
^)unkirk.     '?he    English,  when   they  were  con- 
'^uerors.  to  .^btain  peace,  and  quiet  the  fears  of 
•ipin.  agre^J    to  demolish    liieir  forts   near  the 
fpy  of  HoJijduras.     No    wise    Government,  to 
j^oid   a   prt^sent    contest,   will    surrender   rights 
JN^ich  wiJI  weaken  itself  essentially,  or  give  an 
l^ession  of  power  lo  its  enemy  which  will  ope- 
'■■^ie  a   seriG-us   disadvantage  in   future  contests. 
ifcese  general  observations  I  have  thought  it  not 
►iproper  to-  make ;  as   negotiation   for  peace  is 
^tiding.  I  will  not  be  more  particular. 
,  *§ir.  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  reproaches 
:#ttich  have  been  cast  upon  the  Government  and 
pple  of  Massachusetts,   for  suffering  a  part  of 
►r  territory  to  be  captured,  and  hitherto  to  re- 
.'iT^iri  in  possession  of  the  enemy.     It  is  the  more 


I 


I 

-  tyllions  d 
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»{)ple  ot  .Massachusetts,  for  suffering  a  part  ol 
•r  territory  to  be  captured,  and  hitherto  to  re- 
iT^iri  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  It  is  the  more 
■•gtraordioary,  as  the  censure  comes  from  mem- 
|l|hfs  of  a  Gro^erntnent  to  whom  she  has  paid  the 
>.^ice  of  proisction.  and  from  whom  she  has  a 
ijfht  to  deraiind  it.  It  is  owing  to  the  improvi- 
^ce  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
the  enemy  now  possesses  the  territory  to 
|ich  allust<»n  is  had.  A  small  portion  of  the 
lions  drawn  from  Massachusetts,  and  wasted 
nest  agents,  or  expended  in  mad  projects, 
_  .  been  laid  out  in  building  fortifications. 

'.■j  placing  garrisons  in  them,  would  have  pre- 
vented even   a  temporary  loss  of  this  territory. 
fjlflie   United   States  declare  to  New  England 
^tl^t  they  caapot  protect  them,  and  that  all  ei- 
■r^iations   oX   the    General    Government    doing 
;rJiMr  duty  uqi;  mere  delusions,  Massachusetts  will 
e  her  mea<«  to  belter  purposes  than  the  United 
'jates  have  employed  them.     Since   the  adop- 
ip  ol  the  ;Constitution,  more  money  has  been 
ieived  from  Massachusetts  by  the  United  States 
t'^an  they  have  been  able  to  beg  or  borrow,  even 
^  an  enormcAis  premium,  of  their  partisans  and 
;Sypporter5  ;  in  return  for  which,  for  twelve  years 
'p^m,  she  has  received  nothing  but  injuries.  More- 
uar#r.  the  place  invaded  is  nearly  three  hundred 
•\fWi  from  Massachusetts  proper,  and  her  whole 
il^.ermediatt-seacoast,  three  hundred  miles  inei- 
t4i«,  has  befu   left  unprotected    by  the    United 
^ites.  whosv   duty  it  was  to   provide   for  their 
ii|u;nce;  an^even  her    capital,  daily  in  expecta- 
"^•P   of  invasion,  was  wholly  neglected   by  the 
I'Oeral   Goir«rnmeat.     In   this  situation  it   did 


.ji|;.  comport  ,Tiih  the  wisdom  and  sound  policy 
:o£\hv  supreme  Executive  of  Massachusetts,  to 
44lW  his  troops  from  r"^ 
i!*o  the  wildis  of  the  Ui 
a*i)riion  of  its  territory 


the  capital  of  his  State 
)istrict  of  Maine,  to  rescue 
itory  from  a  possession  of  the 
<"rtny.  which,  as  it  respects  the  most  of  it,  is 
ij^rely  nomljaal.  and  leave  the  capital  of  the 
Sfitte  to  be  saj:ked  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
/^is  of  lolly  and    weakness  of  this  description  i 


I  are  the  exclusive   right   of  another    Executive. 
I  Sir.   I    desire,  with    suitable  feelings    and    emo- 
!  tions.  to  thank  my  God,  that  the  capital  of  Mas- 
{  sachuseiis  has  not  been  invaded.     Had  it  been  so 
ordered,   even   if  we    had    been    victorious,    tic- 
j  tory  might  have  been  purchased  with  blood,  pre- 
cious   to    me  a^  my  own.     in   the  event  of  an 
i  invasion,  which    I  pray  God    to  avert.  I  believe 
that  the   rebellious   people  of  Bos(jon,  and  their 
I  brethren  in  the  vicinity,  would  look  at  Bunker's 
j  Hill,  and  at  their  enemy,  and  that  very  different 
j  materials  would   be  furnished   for  the   pages  of 
I  future  history,  from  those  furnished  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  his  loyal  subjects 
of  this  patriotic  section,  in  the  Hudibrastic  Tic- 
tory  which  he  obtained  in  the  memorable  battle 
of  Bladensburg — 

"When  the  fight  becomet  a  chase, 

"  He  wing  the  fight  who  wins  the  race.** 

Sir.  I  do  not  like  to  draw  geographical  lines, 
or  make  sectional  comparisons.  Discussions  of 
this  nature  are  never  invited  or  commenced  by 
me.  But  when  gentlemen  Irom  other  States 
question  the  prowess  or  patriotism  of  Massachu- 
setts, I  must  oe  permitted  to  remind  them  of 
what  the  history  of  our  country  will  prove,  that 
a  force,  equal  to  that  which  overran  whole  States 
in  the  South,  and  chased  Legislators  from  their 
seats  into  the  mountains  after  the  first  gun  was 
fired,  were  never  able  to  penetrate  into  Massa- 
chusetts the  distance  of  cannon  shot  from  her 
shores. 

Although  I  have  already  occupied  the  floor  too 
long,  I  cannot  quit  it  without  expressing  the  high 
gratification  which  I  felt  in  hearing  the  remarks 
of  two  of  the   gentlemen    from    Kentucky.  (Mr. 
Hopkins  and  Mr,  Duvall.)  who  preceded  me  in 
this  debate.     To  hear  the  mutual  interests,  the 
mutual  wants  and  mutual  supplies  of  the  East- 
ern  and  VV^olern    States,  and   the   adaptation  of 
one  to  the  other,  and  the  legitimate  and  proper 
defence  of    the   whole,  a   navy,   recognised  and 
de«cril)ed,  in  language  so  lively  and  so  just,  exci- 
ted in  my  breast  very  pleasing  emotions.    I  have 
witnessed  nothing  like   it  since   I  have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  m  this  House.     The  feelings  of 
friendship  and   respect  which  were  expressed  for 
the  people  of  the  Eastern    States  were  of  a  new 
impression.     One   of    the    gentlemen    (Mr.   Dc- 
vall)  mixed  a  little  gall  with   his  honey,  and 
planted  a  few  seeds   of  henbane  and  nightshade 
m  his  garden  of  spices;  but  upon  that  1  shall  not 
dwell. 

When  I  consider  the  relative  circumstances 
and  situations  of  the  Eastern.  Southern,  and 
Western  States,  and  see  how  much  of  harmony 
and  how  little  of  opposition  there  is  in  their  in- 
terests, and  how  happily  ihev  are  calculated 
to  relieve  the  mutual  wants  of  each  other,  and 
to  furnish  mutual  benefits,  I  am  astonished  at 
the  seeds  of  bitterness  which  have  sprung  up 
among  them.  When  inquiry  is  made  how  this 
happened,  we  may  say.  as  it  was  said  in  Holy 
Writ,  when  the  tares  were  found  among  the 
wheat,  "an  enemy  haib  done  it."     In  my  mind, 
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a  few  prominent,  influential  men  in  our  country, 
too  ardent  friends  of  one  foreign  nation,  and  too 
inveterate  haters  of  another;  enemies  to  com- 
merce, to  a  navv.  to  the  fisheries,  and  to  every- 
thing excepting'the  terra  firma  of  our  country, 
whatever  their  views  may  have  been,  were  the 
founders  of  the  mistaken  and  ruinous  policy  of 
our  Government,  and  of  course  sowed  the  seeds 
of  the  heartburnings  and  ill  blood  among  our  cit- 
zens.  and  of  all  the  evils  which  await  our  coun- 
try.* 

If  a   reconciliation  ever    takes  place   between 
our  citizens,  and   between  the  different  sections 
of  our  country,  it  must  commence  somewhere, 
and  most  clearly  it  ought  to  commence  with  the 
majority.     If  a  system  of  measures,  calculated  to 
save  our  country.' and  not  partaking  of  the  >pirit 
of  party,  should  be  proposed  by  them  and  reject-  ^ 
ed  by  the  minority,  the  majority  have  the  power 
of  votes    to    enforce    their    own    measures,    and 
without    mortification   can   say  to  the    minority. 
we  can  do  without  you;  whereas  the  minority.  1 
destitute  of  this  power,  must  approach  the  ma- 
jority in  the  style  of  petitioners;  a  style  which  ; 
the  majority   have  no   right  to  expect  they  will  ^ 
assume,  considering  the  state  in  which  the  meas-  , 
ures  of  the  majority,  against  admonitions  and 
remonstrances,  have  involved  their  country. 

Mr.  Farrow.— Mr.  Speaker.  I  will  not.  on  the 
question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  j 
detain  you  with  my  opinion  in  respect  of  either  | 
the  justice  or  policy  of  the  war  that  you  are  now  , 
engaged  in.  nor  with  the  wisdom  of  the  measures  i 
in  which   it   has  been  prosecuted.     The  day  for 
examining  the  propriety  of  the  war  is  passed  by. 
It  must  now  be  enough  for  me  to  know  that  war 
was  Constitutionally  declared,    and   that    it  has 
been  conducted  by  the  constituted  authority.    As 
man  must  be  fallible,  it  is  his  province  to  err  ;  and 
I  have  no  wish  to  live  under  a  Government  where 
he  is  not  allowed  that  privilege.     However  great 
may  have  been  the  errors  of  your  Administration, 
it  is.  nevertheless,  my  boast  and  pride  that  I  am 
a  citizen  of  your  Government.     I  would  not  ex- 
change It  for  any  other.     While  I  wish   all  na- 
tions well,  my  own  is  the  most  dear  to  me.     In- 
fluenced  by  these  impressions.    1  will  give  you 
every  support  in  my  power  to  enable  you  to  pros- 
ecute the  war,   until  you  can  obtain  a  just  and 
equitable  peace. 

It  IS  contended  by  several  honorable  gentlemen 
that  the  principles  of  the  bill  are  unconstitutional. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  (Mr. 
Stockton,)  with  great  perspicuity,  and  with  a 
strong  discriminating  mind,  so  contended.  I  sub- 
scribe to  every  principle  that  he  contended  for. 
and  every  position  that  he  laid  down  ;  but  he  did 
not,  nor  cannot,  apply  them  to  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration.    When  a  case   comes  before   you  to 


•  Monsieur  Genet,  the  first  Minister  from  the  French 
Republic  tx)  our  Government,  has  recently  said,  that 
in  the  meaBurea  which  he  adopted  towards  the  supreme 
Executive  of  our  country,  the  character  of  which  is 
known  by  every  one,  he  had  the  advice  and  approba- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferaon,  the  laU  President. 


which  they  c»n  be  applied  I  will  vote  with  that 
gentleman.     It  is  in  this  case.  Mr.  Speaker,  like 
all  others,   proper  first  to  establish  facts  before 
you   can    properly  apply    principles.      He  states 
that  the  militia  can  only  be  called  out  by  you.  to 
either  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  in- 
surrections, or  repel  invasions.     That  is  also  ray 
opinion.     As  I  told  you,  we  agree  on  principles, 
but  how  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  bill 
is  not  to  call  out  the  militia  for  either  of  those 
purposes  I  cannot  tell.    The  facts,  as  I  will  show, 
will    not  authorize   such  a  conclusion.     Let  as 
now  examine  what  are  the  facts.     We  all  know 
that,  at  this  time,  the  enemy  has  possession  of  the 
town   of  Castiue.    and   a   large   country    around 
there,  within  the  State  of  Massachusetts.     Some 
of  the  forts  on  your  Northern  and  Northwestern 
frontiers,  some  of  the  islands  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  on   your  Northern  coasts,  the  enemy  holds 
possession  of     Now.  under  these  circumstances, 
what  is  your  duty  marked  out  by  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  tlie  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States? 
[Here  Mr.  F.  read  from  the  said  section:  "  To 

•  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of 
'  the   land   and  the  naval  forces;  to  provide  for 

•  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
'  '  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 

'  vasions."] 

(  Having  in  view  this  part  of  the  Constitution, 
I  induke  me  while  I  read  the  first  section  of  the 
,  bill  before  you.  '•  That  the  President  ot  the  Uni- 
,  '  ted  Slates  be.  and  he  is  hereby,'authorized  and 

•  required  to  call  upon  the  Executives  of  the  sev- 

•  eral  States  and  Territories  thereof,  for  their  re- 

•  spective  quotas  of  80,000  militia,   armed   and 
'  equipped  according  to  law.  to  serve  for  the  term 

•  of  one  year,  from   the  time  of  meeting  at  the 
'  place  of  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged. 
The-e  are  the  principles  of  the  bill;  there  is  a 
provision  in  the  bill,  holding  out  an  inducement 
to  any  man  called    out  as  a  militiaman,  to  enlist 

'  and  join  the  regular  army.     They  may  do  so  if 
they  please;  and  so  they  may.  whether  this  law 
IS  passed  or  not.     If  they  go  into  the  regular  ser- 
I  vice,  it  must  be  by  virtue  of  their  voluntary  con- 
'  tract.     I  did   vole  with  those  who  wished  to  re- 
duce the  term  of  service,  believing,  as  I  do.  that 
I  SIX  months  is  as  long  as  the  militia  ought  to  be 
1  called  out  from  their  homes  and  families.     But  a 
i  majority  of  this  honorable  body  differs  with  me 
m  opinion,  and  have  fixed  the  terra  of  service  at 
twelve   months.     I  will,  therefore,  vote  for  the 
bill,  as  I  am  not  willing  for  the  nation  to  strike 
her  flag  until  the  enemy  will  suffer  you  lo  rest  in 

^^Mr.  Gaston  said,  he  hoped  he  might  be  in- 
dulged with  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  lew 
minutes.  It  was  not  his  purpose  lo  wander  over 
the  extensive  field  of  controversy,  which  had  been 
opened  on  this  occasion,  bul  briefly  to  notice  one 
or  two  interesting  topics,  which  ^^^^^^°' Z\'^^t 
the  attention  due'to  them.  The  b.l  on  the  table 
was  such  a  singular  nondescript  that  it  was  d.ffi- 
cult  to  define  iTs  character,  its  friends  were  gen- 
erally solicitous  that  It  should  be  regarded  as  an 
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ry  militia  bill.  A  majority  of  the  House 
}ted  viewed;  it  in  the  lieht  ot  a  bill  imposing  a 
ijtirect  tai,  ,while  he  belif  v«d,  with  his  friends 
»ypund  hJn?.  that  it  was  a  disingenuous  and  un- 
ii(Hrraniabl«  contrivance  for  compelling  the  mili- 
»fai  to  find  r(>cruits  for  the  regular  army.     \(  the 


post  ofi&ces,  and  are  not  in  the  habit  of  corres- 
pondence by  mail,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  doubt 
that  many  casualties  and  failures  must  occur  to 
interrupt  the  regular  transmisiion  and  return  of 
their  official  communications.  This  will  take 
place    with    the    best    intentions.     But    if   some 


,T7,  r     ,  ■-6-.".   »....j.     II  nic    pmutr    vviiii    me    oesi    intentions,     tjut    if    some 

J|ll  were  to jbe  regarded,  as  its  friends  wished,  as    should  be  disposed  not  to  co-operate  zealously  in 

Oil  OrdinarV:miiltia     bill,  nnp    nhipntmn   ainno   was      iko   ^Un     k„.»   „.:il    J ...I        LI  .       ' 


tJiii  ordinaryimilitia  bill,  one  objection  alone  was 
jiJiSicienl  tct  insure  its  rejection.  It  was  utterly 
^^tfficient  fyr  the  purposes  it  professed  to  have  in 
NbfW.  As  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  he  would 
jr|t>t  speak  decisively;  but  in  that  with  which  he 
-^s  best  acquainted,  he  would  venture  to  assert, 
i^tyt  the  quoia  required  by  this  bill  could  not  be 
l^pught  into  the  tieid,  in  conformity  to  its  provis- 
(*8s,  in  less  than  twelve  months  after  the  requi- 
jon.  Let  these  provisions  be  examined  a  mo- 
Fent.  Alter  the  President  has  made  his  requisi- 
[lu  upon  the  Executive  of  a  State,  the  captain 
every  infantry  company  within  it  is  to  be  in- 
>|ructed  an(l[required  to  enroll  on  his  muster  list 
%L£  names  o»  all  persons  within  the  local  limits 
il^his  compjjny,  liable  to  do  military  duty,  whe- 


the  plan,  how  will  you  delect  culpable  omissions 
on  their  part  ?  How  prove  the  regular  receipt  of 
orders,  intrusted  to  a  conveyance  well  known  to 
be  uncertain,  and  probably  delivered  privately,  if 
delivered  at  all.  and  without  the  power  after- 
wards of  distinctly  recollecting  the  fact  ?  If  the 
militia  are  to  be  resorted  to  for  the  defence  of 
this  country,  the  utmost  promptitudeand  despatch 
are  essential.  The  emergency  is  immediate;  so 
should  be  the  call.  Yet  all  our  legislative  energy 
is  to  be  compressed  into  a  scheme  which  will  pre- 
vent the  forthcoming  of  militia,  until  the  occa- 
sion for  their  services  is  past.  As  a  militia  bill, 
that  now  before  us  is  worse  than  nugatory.  It  is 
ruinous,  trifling  with  the  most  important  interests 
of  the  country. 


•J'-',  ''''■.: " "'7  ""'ji  ""t-    o,  me  country. 

i'-      ""^wr"'  "  °T°  '^  ""y  °"'"  "''"^'y  I      B"t-  ^'^  =*aid  Mr.  G.,  I  ro>e  principally  for  an- 

rn^."in        /'"  '':  -""''"*^"'  '^  completed,  every  ;  other  purpose;  for  a  purpose  whiih  mu 'tMterest 
rjptain  IS  15>  make  a  return   thereol,  by  mail  or    ,he  beit  feelings  of  etery  man  who  bves  Cons, 
fc'.H  ^ffi  '  br'gade-inspector  of  his  brigade,    tutional  freedom,  or  resjects  the  m  mo^y  of    te 

''I  V.nH  ?^  ""'."'^  ^"  ^"='^!'  ^t '.'  '^'''  '"  "•"''"  I  ''«^''«  "f  hi=^  countrymen."     In  the  course  of  this 
.*!   andjorvrard  a  return  to  the  Adjutant  General  ,  discussion,  the  monstrous  and  detestable  doctrine 


ti  'the  Siatf.  setting  forth  in  it  the  numbers  be- 
1^  Tigins  to  ejtch  regiment,  battalion,  and  compa- 
ti^i  The  A,djuiant  General,  on  receivincr  the  re- 
tkens  of  all  ihe  brigade  inspectors,  is  to  ascertain 
I  \i  number  of  men  which  each  brigade,  regiment. 
V  ijtalion.anj  company,  ought  to  furnish  towards 
i 'tking  up  the  quota  required.  Havintr  per- 
f  cnied  ihts  arithmetical  labor,  he  is  then  to  com 


asserted  by  our  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  has  an  uncontrolled  power  to 
force  every  American  into  the  ranks  of  a  regular 
army,  has  been  maintained  and  combatted  with 
equal  zeal,  though  with  unequal  argument.  To 
the  reasoning  of  ray  honorable  friends  I  presume 
not  to  add  anything.  The  jury  before  whom 
this  issue  IS  tried,  the  enlightened  freemen  of  this 


l^sTatVwVr^  ll'°  '^"  .^"g^'J'"^  throughout  |  country,  cannot  hesitate  altot-hVve'rdi^trhrya;; 

ilielhlence  i?  it  T""^  °"'  '"^  "^"'  ^  "''  '^'  '«   proiounce.     They   are   ready  to  declare'^  the 

3ts  oVrU^m^^^^                                 :^  com-  claim  which    has    b/en   advanc'ed,   is    arbUrary 

\  .ue  orders.o  n  e  c^P  a'-           whomTs'  T  "r""^'""''"'^^''  «"J  ^^^^ r^^  f^r  the  region  of 

^ssbecan      ThisbosinesArnniir         i   ^.^i!"'  ''*''^'y-     B"t '^course  has  been  had  to  authority 

4ptams  will   then  dvS^Zu^cr"'^''^-^'^  r"^  '^'  "^'"^  ""^  Washington  has  been  brougla 

Isses.   eqiLl     o    ha  f  fhe    n    mber  T  ner'°;"  i  ""''''   '",  ">"   "°"-  '«  ^'^^  ""ction  to  doc- 

#Jom  they  are  to  fu  nish    ,»l.^               persons  trines  utterly  subversive  of  the  principles  of  civil 

dli  These^cja  le  °haTuon\am         ''P""'  't''  I  ''^."'y'  **  '^  ^'  ''^'^  '^^^  «°  '^^^rd  one  act,  hJre 
I   person' tn      the     amequantur'^?  IT.uV  ^  f'^.\--fi^r''r'^  ^I  ^^'^"'^  °^  ^'^^^  ^^^ffic'enlto 
'ch  class  v.U  then.  byTaulht  o  ^nL,*  .  r"  '    "°,'   .  «"  »he  /ame  of  his  illustrious  actions,  and 
h   two  sQjdiers.     Then  1,  to  be?esim.H^  '^'  Ust  of  the  bene- 

fit of  repgfting  to  brigade    nsnectors  who    m  '  i"^V^  '"'^nk-nd      Mine  be  the  task  to  rescue 

.>*.. ?-__  .  '^^".^  'n\pectors.  who,  in  ,  from  this  unmerited  imputation  the  memory  of 

the  mati.  whom,  from  infancy,  I  was  taught  to 
love  and  revere.  * 

The  doctrine  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  stated 
in  Its  mildest  form,  is,  that  the  United   States 

^''fiii^""      i'°  "^.'^"^^^  '"'^•^  «"'  of  «''e  militia, 
o  fill  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Array.     This  doc- 
trine IS  said  to  be  explicitly  advanced  in  a  report 
of  General  Knox,  while  Secretary  „f  War.  and  to 
n  appointed  in  the  pTp,ng7aTs"of  peaceir;  '  irfJ.nn   f"  '^',=*''°^"y  approved  by  General  Wash- 
n  latle  airquainted  with  military  dm'  slen   i  Xronr'"'"  "'*'  ''P^''  ^*'  submitted.     If 
'^ly.and  will    not  be  apt  soldiers  ialearnm.,    f^       r    f"^  positions  be  unfounded,  the  pre- 
new  dut'es  assigned  them,  that  they  areTcatH  Ib/nHo     h^"  p^'t^^'^  "^  Washington   must  be 
^d  over  aniextens.ve  territory,  live  remote  from"    ^'**°^°°^'^-     ^^'h  are  unfounded. 

y,  live  remote  Irom  I      And  first,  sir,  admitting  for  a  moment   that 

i 


*'hen    this  second   routine  of 
lir-ted.  the  then  who  are  to  for 
l^own,  andf  are  to  be  organize 


tjeir  turn,  ri-port  again  to  the  Adjutant 'General". 

returns  is  com- 
3rm  the  quota  are 
i»..„i  ■  ,       o---zed   by  companies. 

Uttahons.  rfa.ments.  brigades,  and  divisions,  and 
«|  nave   ihs:r  appropriate  officers  selected    and 
r.4mmiss,onrd.     When  it  is  recollected  that  many 
the  officers  whose  agency  is  essentially  neces- 
iry  to  set  tl^is  complicated  machine  in  motion 
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General  Knox's  report  intimates  such  a  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Government,  on  what 
evidence  are  we  to  pronounce  that  this  claim  ob- 
tained the  sanction  of  General  Washington? 

It  appears,  that  at  the  second  session  of  the  first 
Congress,  under  the  present  Constitution,  when 
ihe   head   of  the    Executive    Departments  were 
presenting  iheir  respective  plans  upon  the  great 
subjects   which    came    imraediately    under   their  I 
view,  when  Hamilton  was  making  his  reports  on 
public  credit  and  a  National  Bank.  JelTerson  on 
the  fisheries  and   other  subjects,  and    Randolph 
upon  the  Judiciary  Establishment,  that  General 
Knox,  then  Secretary  of  War.  submitted  his  plan 
for  the  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  with   a  view  to   their  effectual   defence. 
This  plan  was  presented  to  the  President  by  Gen. 
Knox,  with  a  letter,  stating  that  it  was  substan- 
tially the  same  plan  which  had  been  prepared  for 
the   consideration   of   the    late    Congress,    under 
whom  he  had  also  been   Secretary  of  War.  and 
had  then  been  submitted  to  General  Washing- 
ton's examination.     That  the  general  principles 
of  that   plan    having   then   met    his  approbation, 
with   some  exception-!,  such    modifications    had 
been  made  as  conformed  to  his  suggestions. 

This  plan  and  letter  the  President  sent  to  Con- 
gress, with  the  following  Message: 

*'  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  The  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  has  sub- 
mitted to  me  certain  principles,  to  serve  as  a  plan  for 
the  general  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  the  United 

States. 

"Conceiving  the  subject  to  be  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and  liable  to  be 
placed  in  various  points  of  view,  I  have  directed  him 
to  lay  the  plan  before  Congress  for  their  information, 
that  they  may  make  such  use  thereof  as  they  shall 

judge  proper. 

*     '^    ^    *^  "GEORGE  WASHLNGTOiN. 

"UsiTKD  Statis,  Jan.  21,  1790." 
The  .Message  and  plan  were  referred  by  Con- 
gress to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  who 
did  nothing  in  relation  to  it.  Some  months  after 
it  wa2  laid  before  a  select  committee,  who  had 
been  appointed  to  bring  in  a  militia  bill,  and  o{ 
its  history  I  can  discover  no  further  trace. 

It  is  obvious  that  General  Knox's  plan,  from 
his  own  account  of  it,  was  constructed  under  the 
old    Confederation,  when   the  only  authority  of 
Congress  to  raise  soldiers  was  by  requisitions  on 
the   States,  and   when  it  could   not  therefore  he 
contemplated  to  draught   men    into   the  regular 
Army,  except  by  virtue  of  State  authority,  and 
through    the    medium   of  State   regulations.     In 
this  plan,  at  the  time  it  originated.  General  Wash- 
ington   had    perceived    military    merit,  and    had 
suggested  hints  towards  its  further  impr-vement. 
If  afterwards,  in  attempting  to  accommodate  this 
system  to  the  purposes  of  the  new  Government, 
and   to  incorporate  into  it  the  former   military 
sug<yestions  of  General  Washington,  Gen.  Knox 
had'unguardedly  left  in   it  any  provision  which 
would  seem  not  suited  to  the  powers  of  the  new 
Government,  it  does  not  appear  thai  such  feature 


was  ever  brought  to  the  distinct  notice  of  the 
President.  He  submitted  it  to  Congress,  merely 
as  a  report  from  the  Head  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  a  plan  for  a  system  of  military  defence, 
with  a  well-founded  confidence  that  Congress 
would  extract  from  it  such  provisions  as  they 
might  deem  useful,  and  were  not  beyond  the 
sphere  of  their  Constitutional  powers. 

But,  sir,  the  egregious  fallacy  of  this  argument 
will  be  detected  by  an  examination  of  the  report 
itself.     I  have  examined  it  attentively,  and  I  pro- 
nounce unhesitatingly,  that  it  does  not  contain 
the   principle  said  to   be  found  in  it.     Although 
detached   passages  of  the  report  might  seem   to 
countenance  the  doctrine,  which  it  is  now  relied 
on   to  support,  yet  when    they  are  examined  in 
connexion  with  each  other,  and  with  the  context, 
it  is  demonstrable,  that  it  holds  forth  no  claim  to 
draught  men  from  the  militia  of  the  States  into 
the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States.     la  the 
letter  of  General  Knox,  accompanying  the  plan, 
it  is  recommended  as  a  national  system  of  "de- 
fence;" and  in  the  introduction,  it  claimed  to  be 
"the  most  efficient  system  of  defence  which  may 
be  compatible  with  the  interests  of  a  free  people." 
He  notices  the  prejudice  which  the  modern  prac- 
tice of  Europe  has  created  in  favor  of  standing 
armies.     He  expressed  his  opinion,  that  ''a  small 
'  corps  of  well-disciplined  and  well-informed  artil- 
'  lerists  and  engineers,  and  a  legion  for  the  protec- 
'  tion  of  the  frontiers  and  the  magazines  and  arse- 
'  nals,  are  all  the   Military  Establishment  which 
'  may  be  required  for  the  present  use  of  the  United 
States ;  the  privates  of  these  corps  to  be  enlisted, 
'  for  a  certain  period,  after  the  expiration  of  which 
I  •  to  return  to  the  mass  of  the  citizens."     He  de- 
j  clares  his  conviction,  that  "  an  energetic  national 
militia  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital  security  of 
a  free  Republic."     "If,"  in   conformity   to   his 
recommendation,  ''it  should  be  decided  to  reject 
■  a  standing  army,  for  the  military  branch  of  the 

•  Government,  as  possessing  too  fierce  an  aspect, 
'  and  being  hostile  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  it 

•  will  follow  that  a  well-constituted  militia  ought 
«  to  be  established."  Then,  taking  as  the  princi- 
ples of  his  plan  these  maxims  which  are  appli- 
cable only  to  a  militia  defence,  and  declaring  his 
purpose  to  be  to  carry  into  efi"ect,  not  that  power 
of  the  Government  which  relates  to  the  raising 
of  armies,  but  that  which  authorizes  the  United 
States  ''  to  provide  for  organizing  and  disciplining 
■  the  militia,  and   for    governing  such    parts  of 

•  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 

•  United  States;  reserving  to  the  States,  respect- 
'  ively,  the  appointment  of  the  officers  and  the 
'authority  of  training  the  militia  according  to 
'  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress."  he  brings 
forward  his  scheme  of  a  national  defence  by 
means  of  militia  only,  without  a  recurrence  to  a 
regular  army.  It  is  not  necessary  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  minute  examination 
of  this  scheme,  for  it  is  immaterial  to  the  present 
question  whether  it  was  practicable  and  conve- 
nient  or  otherwise.  It  was  a  bold  plan  of  militia 
organization  and  discipline.  I  hazard  no  opinion 
as  to  Its  correctness  or  utility.     Its   prominent 
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I'^tures  w^fe.  a  division  of 
ree  corpse  an  advanced,  a 


II  the  militia  into 
main,  and  a  reserved 


K      — If — —.— —  — »,   — — 

,  4-ps;  corajiOsed  ol  individuals  of  different  ages; 
:  Ji'^i'^S  '°  *^^  these  corp?  the  legionary  form  ;  and 
•  -^isub-divistpn  into  sections  for  the  more  ready 
id  equal  ^pmpliance  with  every  proper  requiM- 


militia  officers,  not  Federal ;  for  the  report  ex- 
plicitly declares  that  the  constitutions  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  United  Slates  having  prescribed  the 
mode  in  which  the  officers  of  the  militia  should 
be  appointed,  no  alteration  can  be  made  therein, 

,__.  ,r  — , J  r     r  i  'and  expresses  a  solicitude   that  the  wisdom  of 

_,...  The  reserved  corps,  consisting  of  persons  |  >  the  States  may  be  manifested  by  inducing  indi- 
RiJ  advance^  age,  was  set  apart  for  the  domestic  |  '  viduals,  who  had  acquired  military  skill  in  our 
[(jfence  of  ?«ch  State,  and  was  not  to  be  obliged  [  '  Revolutionary  contest,  to  accept  of  these  militia 


II 


^J  furnish  nsen,  except  in  ca^es  of  actual  invasion  !  •  appointments,  and  thus  render  their  dear  bought 
^(^  rebellion;  near  home.  Tne  advanced  corps  '•  knowledge  useful  to  the  nation." 
^|?ere  designed  not  only  as  a  ^chool  in  which  the  The  army  of  which  General  Knox  speaks,  io 
j*outh  of  tt»«  United  States  were  to  be  instructed  i  this  report,  is  an  army  to  be  formed  by  'requ'isi- 
4;{3  the  art  uf  war ;  but  they  were  in  all  cases  of  I  lions"  on  the  States ;  to  be  employed  only  in  the 
4«^xigence  'p  serve  as  au  actual  defence  to  the  i  exigence  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  be  com- 
y^mmunity."'     And  "  in  all  cases  of  invasion  or  .    .  .        -^ 

jT^'bellion,  were,  on  requisition  of  lawful  author- 
ity, ubliget}  to  march  to  any  place  within  the 
il^nited   Smiles."     And   when   in  the  service  of 
1^  United  (States,  were  to  be  allowed  the  same 
jjr,  "8ubsif<.ence,  clothing,  and  other  allowance, 
a\  should   Ijo  made  to  Federal   troops  under  the  i 
\J^  ne  circuqjitances.'     The  mam  corps,  forming  ' 
k !  principaj  defence  of  the  country,  either  united 
th  ihe  reserve  corjis  for  domestic  purposes,  or 
jQ  suddeni  occasions,  to   which   the  advanced  i 
[  ps  was   incompetent,"   furnished   thereto   an  ^ 
ii, 'quale   portion  of  its   force   "by   means  of  its: 
tioos."     'J'hus,    10    the    language  of  Genera! 
Ji,  for  a  )um  less  than  four  hundred  thousand 
Urs  annuijlly.  an  energetic  national  militia  was 
^1'l)e  durabl>  established,  the  invaluable  princi- 
'  —     of  llbe^r^y  secured   and   perpetuated,  and  a 
iified  national  fabric  erected  on  the  solid  foun- 
hoo  of  puiilic  virtue.     Thus  much  for  the  ordi- 
iV  organization  of  this  national  force,  and  for 
lapplicaiiea  to  those  casual  and  fleeting  pur- 
w^Ijs  which'  might  arise  in  a  state  of  general 


manded  by  officers  appointed  by  the  State  author- 
ities. It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  he  is  speaking 
not  of  a  regular,  but  of  a  militia  army. 

Let  this  report,  sir,  be  examined  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  and  every  sentence  criticised,  and 
ingenuity  may  still  be  de6td  to  point  out  a  single 
clause,  which,  by  fair  construction,  can  be  made 
to  support  the  idea,  that  General  Knox  intended 
a  draught  from  the  militia  into  the  ranks  of  the 
regular  Army,  under  the  authority  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  I  am  indebted  to  an  intelli- 
gent gentleman  for  an  idea,  whic^  very   much 

corroborates   my    construction   of  the   report. 

General  Knox  proposes,  with  a  view  to  maintain 
defence,  a  classification  of  seameu  somewhat 
similar  to  that  of  militia.  But.  to  carry  this  into 
operation,  he  declares  it  requisite  that  '•efficient 
'  regulations  should  be  esublished  in  the  re>peci- 
•  ive  States  to  register  seamen,  and  to  render 
'  those  of  a  certain  age  amenable  to  the  public 
'  for  personal  service,  if  demanded  wiihui  a  given 
'  period."  Now.  sir,  why  was  a  necessary  to  call 
in  the  aid  of  State  laws  to  impose  this  obligation 


l.»,^uillity.    But  should  any  serious  and  perma-  '  on  the  seamen  of  the"Uni*ted  States'?     It  mTisi  be 


Ji»t  interruption  of  the  public  tranquillity,  either 
lA\Q  eilernsl  or  internal  causes,  require  a  more 
jjHnanent  aj:id  vigorous  form  to  be  given  to  this 
lAiional  force,  this  end  was  to  be  accomplished 
t^' requisitions  on  the  States,  which  would  be 
;;wered  from  the  advanced  and  main  corps  by 
uns  of  ih'i-  sections.  This,  sir.  is  the  obvious 
►  oing  of  I'he  clauses  in  this  report,  which  have 
:10  relied  q,n  as  warranting  the  doctrine  of  con- 
iption.     The  clauses  are  these — 'All  requisi- 

l)ns  lor  men  to  form  an  array,  either  for  State  j  me  saiisiaction  ot  every  reflecting  mind,  that  the 
U  Federal,  purposes,  shall  be  furnished  by  the  I  documents   so    confidently    produced    afford    no 
Jvanced  ajnd  ina.n  corps,  by  means  of  the  sec-    countenance  to  the  doctrines  they  were  meant  to 
f  ns         •  i  he  Executive  governnaent.  or  Com-    uphold.     Whatever  other  names  may  be  brought 
LMrt'^'V^'^  "kL^'  rn.l.tia  of  each   State,  i  forward  to  sanction  the  doctrine  of  cU.cr  puon 
^,11  assess  the  numbers  required,  on  the  respect- ,  that  of  the  great  founder  of  our  l.bertiJcannat 
7.*  legions  of  these  corps. '     The  army  here  m-    be  pressed  into  the  detestable  service 

;itl;M:rj.:'„?'l;V,r,'!?:^.[^^«."!^"L^^^^^  ^avm.   been   required 


because  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
had  not  conferred  on  the  General  Government  a 
right  to  compel  their  services  ;  yet  that  Consti- 
tution had  given  as  unlimited  a  power  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy,  as  it  had  to  raise  and  sup- 
port an  army.  Could  General  Knox,  while  ad- 
mitting that  the  General  Government  had  no 
compulsatory  power,  in  the  one  case,  be  supposed 
to  contend  for  it  in  the  other.  Sir,  1  will  trouble 
the  House  no  further.  I  trust  I  have  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  every  reflecting  mind,  that 


,}^ur.J  6y  j.c,u,u„g  s.Ul  les.  by  forcing  '.Vo  |  by  mV.  R..:  of  fe"  ™      w  ?.br„".k:r'." 

i.-iMhe  ranv^,  under  the  authority  of  the  Geiiera'     ->-     •    '       -  ■■  --       /:,  w«s  men  lanen.  ana 

(^»>ernmenl:  but  obtained  by  means  of  requisi 


^^s  un  the  f'States.  sanciioned  by  their  respective 
If.  utive*;.     The    requisitions   must    be   under- 
^^  to  be  st^ch  as  are  recognised  in  the  Consli- 
i^«on,  to  rept"!  invasions,  suppress  insurrections 
af  f  execute  i^he  laws  of  the  United  States.     Th/ 


decided  as  follows  :  For  the  previous  question  87 
against  it  63.  ' 

The  main  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
hot  the  bill  84,  against  it  72.  as  follows: 

YiAs— .Messrs,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Chap- 


.•ie„of,i.|s  a,.y  w,.  co„>e.p,a,ed  ,0  b.^  I  ^iLv  c^ric;;;:;  r.'rrc«niirc^^^^^^^^^ 
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Creighlon,  Cuthbcrt,  Denoyeiles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle, 
Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow.  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin.  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Ingcrsoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
win, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  KUbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  .McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfrce,  Nelaon,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Robertaon,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor.  Telfair, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
setU,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Bradley,  Breckenndge,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper. 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mass.,  Davis  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howell,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr, 
King  of  MassachusetU,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovetl,  Macon, 
Markell,  Miller,  .Moselcy,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Poller,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  ShelTey,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  SUnford,  Stockton,  Stur- 
ges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setU, W»'bstcr,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wil$tin  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  .Mr.  Wright,  to 
amend  the  title  of  said  bill,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "militia,"  the  words  ''or  forty  thousand 
regulars,  if  they  ^hall  be  furnished  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill."  And  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  determined  in  the  ne.;aiive. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gaston  to  amend 
the  title  by  striking  out  the  words  '"fur  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  against 
invasion."  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Ordered.  That  the  title  be.  •  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of  80.000,  militia,  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States 


against  invasion. 


Thcrsday,  December  15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  petition  of 
Amey  Dardin.  presented  on  the  27th  December, 
1804.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Yancey  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Doyle,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  asking  a  conference  on  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ''to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  Slates,  and  by  amend- 
ing the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers 
of  spirituous  liquors."  Whereupon, 
13lli  Con.   3cl  Sess.^30 


Resolved,  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  agree 
to  the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New 
York,  and  Mr.  Gholson,  be  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  de,''raying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  duties  on  sales  at  auction  ;  on  the  postage  of 
letters;  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  with  amend- 
ments ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

DUTIES  ON  MANUFACTURES. 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Vir- 

finia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Vhole,  on  the  bill  "to  provide  additional  reven- 
ues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States." 

[This  bill  proposes  to  lay  on  all  manufactures 
the  duties  specified  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  bill :] 

On  pig  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

On  castings  of  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar  and  fiAj 
cents. 

On  bar  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

On  rolled  or  slit  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

On  cut  nails,  brads,  and  sprigs,  made  wholly  or  in 
part  by  machinery,  per  pound,  one  cent. 

On  candles  of  spermaceti  or  white  wax,  per  pound, 
ten  cents. 

On  mould  candles  of  tallow,  or  of  wax,  or  other 
than  white,  or  in  part  of  each,  per  pound,  three  cents. 

On  dipped  candles  of  tallow,  or  of  wax,  other  than 
white,  or  in  part  of  each,  per  pound,  one  cent. 

On  hals,  caps  of  leather  or  fur,  bonnets,  except  made 
entirely  from  wool,  silk,  cotton,  or  linen,  or  in  part 
from  each,  or  which,  if  made  from  other  materials,  shall 
not  exceed  in  value  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  eight 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  paper,  five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  playing  cards,  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  saddles  and  bridles,  six  per  centum   ad  valorem. 

On  boots  and  bootees,  exceeding  five  dollars  per 
pair  in  value,  five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  beer,  ale,  and  porter,  six  per  centum  ad  Ta- 
lorem. 

On  tobacco,  cigars,  and  snuff,  twenty  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

On  leather,  including  therein  all  hides  and  akini, 
whether  tanned,  tawed,  dressed,  or  otherwise  made, 
on  the  original  manufacture  thereof,  ten  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Eppes  assigned,  at  some  length,  the  reasons 
why  the  committee  had,  on  these  manufactures, 
departed  occasionally  from  the  in>tructions  of  the 
House,  and  genernlly  preferred  an  ad  valorem  to 
a  specific  duty  ;  the  principal  of  which  was,  the 
great  variety  in  quality  and  denomination  of  these 
articles,  which,  while  it  would  make  specifie  du- 
nes vexatious,  would  render  iliem  liable  to  con- 
tinual evasions.  All  the  articles  proposed  to  be 
duiied,  he  further  said,  pay  a  mucn  higher  duty 
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/^en   impiirted.  and,  whilst  the  last  section  of 
!}is  bill  lioiited  the  operation   of  the   tax   to  the 

K'  Ttinuancis  of  the  double  duties  now   inaposed 
law.  no  article  had  been  selected  for  taxation 
ich   It  tris  believed   the   United   Stales  could 
,)t  nianur*cture  in  abundance  for  their  consump- 
ipD.   Id  i'a-i  present  situation  of  the  country,  con- 
(jiving  i£  uhnecessary  to  say  anything  on  the  ne- 
assity  of  i^nposing  additional  taxes,  he  waived 
{iv  remark.^  on  that  head. 
Mr.  BaylJEs,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
t  the  foU<>wing  words   in  the  above  enumera- 
jn  :  "  Cut-nails,  brads,  and  sprigs,  made  wholly 
X.  in  part  hv  macliinery,  one  cent  per  pound." 
Mr.  B.  supported   this  motion  by  a   variety  of 
Vguments,  to  show  the  probable  oppressive  effects 
if  this  duty  on  the  manufacture  in  question,  par- 
•  (jularly  i^  the  part  of  the  country  which  he  ren- 
fcsented,  where  nails  are  manufactured  entirely 
♦tbm   imported  iron.     This  description  of  manu- 
facture, tie  said,  already  labored  under  great  dis- 
4vant8ge,  arising  from  the  expense  of  erecting 
be  necessary  machinery,  from  the  high  premium 
id  to  invipntors  for  the  use  of  their  patent  right, 


**  tobacco."  so  as  to  define  more  clearly  the  nature 
of  that  tax. 

Mr.  FoR.NEY,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  clause  respecting  pig  iron,  so  as  to  re- 
duce the  duty  from  one  dollar  to  fifty  cents  per 
ton. — Negatived. 

Mr.  F.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"castings  of  iron  per  ton,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents."  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof.  ''  hollow  ware 
per  ton  one  dollar,  or  open  sand  castings  fifty 
cents  per  ton  ;"  which  motion  he  supported  on 
the  alleged  inequality  of  value  of  the  articles  thus 
proposed  to  be  taxed  alike.  The  motion  wa.s  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Wheaton  moved  to  amend  the  clause  for 
taxing  ''hats,"  by  inserting,  among  the  excep- 
tions, such  as  are  made  of  "straw;"  in  support 
of  which  motion  he  made  a  number  of  ingenious 
and  pertinent  remarks,  arising  from  the  domestic 
nature  of  this  manufacture,  principally  carried  on 
by  young  females  in  the  Eastern  Stales. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  in  an  equally  good- 
humored  manner,  objected  to  the  motion  ;  deem- 
ins  ihe  elegant  bonnets  which  adorn  our  ladies' 


d  from  the  increase  of  the  cost  of  transporla-  i  heads,  and   their   perpetually  changing  fashions, 
jon  and  diminution  of  consumption  occasioned  i  as  fit  subjects  of  taxation. 

ly  the  wat.  <3cc.  So  high  a  duty  would  have  the  I  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  it  was 
•3ect,  he  Ij^ared,  of  converting  the  manufacture  ]  far  from  the  Financial  Committee's  intention  to 
)y  machir.<ry  to  the  manufacture  by  hand,  to  the  inclbde  this  branch  of  manufacture ;  and  the  mo- 
irejudice  of  the  morals  and  agriculture  of  the  ]  tion  of  Mr.  Wheaton  was  agreed  to  by  a  great 
;puntry.     He  said,  he  could  not  see  why  a  dis-  i  majority. 

jj-iminatioD  was  made  between  nails  inanufac-  |  Mr.  Bigelow.  of  Massachusetts,  supported  by 
(jired  by  the  ajd  of  macliinery,  and  those  made    his  colleague.  (Mr.  Brigham.)  moved  to  strike 


BV  band.  Mr.  B.  added,  that  this  tax  was  not  one 
'.?  those  (^commended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
jJTreasury.  • 

Mr.  Ei'r23,  in  reply  to  one  of  Mr.  B.'s  sugges- 


'♦ ,, .   —  --,-.  -« _.  .,....^,.„„_- 

.nions,  said,    that  the   reason  whv   wrought   nails 


! 


were  exe(upted  from  taxation,  was,  that  there 
was  no  oi;her  way  in  which  nails  made  for  do- 
mestic us.',  for  shoeing  horses,  or  such  occasional 
purposes,  rtould  be  exempted  from  taxation.     No     .      . 

tax  on  nai'is,  made  by  the  hand,  could  be  made  '  bar,  and  rolled,  and  slit  iron,  playTng  cards,  beer, 
to  producie  anything  to  the  revenue  without  in-  ale  and  porter,  and  tobacco,  cigars,  and  snuff; 
volving  ^reat  oppression.     It  was,  besides,  how-    and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

f  i7uL°°_^M*'°°^^'^°^'^"''^^'*'  ^^^^  *  T^".  •'^^  '      on  flour,  fif^y  cenu  per  barrel. 


out  the  tax  on  leather  altogether.  Negatived — 
ayes  42. 

Mr.  .Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  clause  relating  to  the  tax  on  hats,  by  striking 
out  ••  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,"  an<l  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  ••  two  dollars." — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  above  extract,  by  striking  out  all  the 
proposed  taxes,  except  those  on  pig  iron,  castings. 


,  jnakes  nails  by  a  laborious  operation  by  hand, 
5  should  b^  placed  on  a  level  with  him  who  cuts 
^  off  a  pecH  of  nails  at  a  single  strokeor  movement 

of  a  machine. 
I      The  mmiion  of  Mr.  Baylies  was  negatived — 
>Jayes  onl^  39. 

^j    This  afiiendment  having  failed— 
K\    Mr.  KwG,  of  .Massachusetts,  moved   to  amend 
*this  clau.t*.  so  as  to  reduce  the  tax  on   nails  from 
|;  one  cent  jo  half  a  cent  per  pound,  which  he  sup- 
ported by  a  variety  of  observations. 
•^      The  motion  was  opposed   by  Mr.  Fisk  of  Ver- 
|«nont,  Mr.  Eppes.  and  Mr.  Kilbourn  ;  and  sup 
sported  by  Mr.  W.m.  Reed  ;  and  was  negatived— 
?l»yes  34. 

i;    Varioitt  modifications  of  this  clause  were  pro- 
^toosed,onronly  of  which  succeeded,  viz:  to  insert, 
%''or  rolieJ,"  after  the  word  "cut." 
3^     On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina, 
g  the  word  •  manufactured,"  was  added  to  the  word 


t 


!: 


On  corn,  five  cent*  per  bushel. 

On  rye,  five  cents  per  bushel. 

On  cotton,  two  cents  per  pound. 

On  hemp,  two  cents  per  pound. 

On  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound. 

On  rice,  one  cent  per  pound. 

On  tobacco,  one  cent  per  pound. 

On  copper  and  leaden  ore,  and  coal  of  minea,  ten 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  steam  engines,  if  employed  in  factories,  fifty 
dollars;  if  employed  in  propelling  boau,  one  hundred 
dollars;  and  when  an  exclusive  privilege  shall  be  en- 
joyed by  the  person  or  persons  chargeable  therewith, 
two  hundred  dollars. 

t)n  offices,  created  by  authority  of  the  United  States, 
whose  emolument,  by  salary  or  perquisites,  shall  annu- 
ally exceed  fiAeen  hundred  dollars,  and  not  exceed 
five  thou.sand,  one  per  centum  ;  and  on  those  which 
exceed  five  thousand  dollars,  five  per  centum  on  such 
txcess,  except  those  offices  whose  emoluments  are 
prohibited  from  diminution  by  the  Constitution :  I'rv- 
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vidtd.  That  so  much  of  each  of  the  foregoing  products, 
as  shall  be  consumed  by  the  owner,  shall  be  exempted 
from  taxation. 

This  motion  Mr.  Wilson  supported  by  a  train 
of  reasoning  on  this  basis:  that  the  freeholders, 
who  form  the  body  of  those  who  are  represented 
on  this  floor,  ought  to  pay  a  tax,  if  not  higher,  at 
least  in  some  degree  proportioned  to  the  tax  now 
proposed  to  be  levied  on  the  poor  and  industrious 
mechanics  of  the  country.  He  made  use  of  a 
number  of  arguments  to  show  that  the  taxes  he 
proposed  were  equitable  in  themselves,  and  more 
reasonable  than  those  proposed  by  his  motion  to 
be  exempted  from  taxation  ;  and  particularly  the 
article  of  spermaceti  candles,  and  some  others, 
which  will  have  an  exclusively  sectional  ope- 
i^tion.  In  this  exposition  he  went  much  into 
detail. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  without 
debate,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  only 
thirteen. 

Mr.  Fisc,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  tax, 
all  such  castings  as  the  Government  may  now 
have  contracted  for  to  be  delivered  at  stipulated 
prices.  This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppes, 
and  negatived   by  a  decided  majority. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  article  of  "dipped  candles;"  which  mo- 
tion was  supported  by  .Mr.  Eppes.  and  decided  in 
the  afiirmative  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Oakley  then  moved  to  except  from  taxa- 
tion altogether  all  mould  candles  of  tallow. — 
Negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  John  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
strike  out  '■  spermaceti"  candles  ;  and  argued  at 
some  length  in  support  of  his  motion,  on  the 
ground  of  the  almost  exclusive  operation  of  this 
tax  on  the  Island  of  Nantucket  and  town  of  New 
Bedford,  «tc.,  and  therein  diminished  ability  to 
pay  ;  as,  also,  on  the  ground  of  its  tendency  to 
depress  the  whale  fisheries. 

The  question  on  the  motion  being  taken  with- 
out debate,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows:  For  the  motion  54,  against  it  50. 

Mr.  Udree,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  clause  for  taxing  iron  castings,  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  proviso: 

"  Prirvided,  That  all  castings  made  use  of  in  fur- 
naces and  forges,  shall  be  exempted  from  paying  the 
duty  thereon." 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppes.  and 
negatived  by  a  very  large  majority. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  reduce 
the  proposed  tax  on  leather  from  ten  to  five  per 
cent,  ad  valurem. 

This  motion,  having  been  opposed  by  Mr. 
Eppes.  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  considering,  a?  he  said,  the  tax  on 
iron  as  out  of  all  proportion,  and  impolitic  in  the 
mode  of  imposition,  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
posed lax  on  pig  iron,  to  try  the  principle  of  re- 
ducing the  tax  on  iron  manufactures. 

Id  the  course  of  his  observations,  Mr.  P.  called 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  objects  of  tax- 
ation  more  eligible  than  those    selected  by  the 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  totally  otnitted 
in  this  bill,  viz  :  manufactures  of  gold  and  silver, 
jewelry,  glass  wares,  umbrellas,  dec,  and  oil- 
mills.    Mr.  P.'s  motion  was  negatived — ayes  32. 

Mr.  Baylies  moved  to  strike  out  five  per  cen- 
tum, the  proposed  tax  on  paper,  and  insert  three 
in  lieu  thereof.  This  motion  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Eppes.  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  except  from  the  clause  for  taxing  paper,  such 
paper  as  is  used  for  printing  newspapers.  He 
said  it  had  ever  been  the  policy  of  free  Govern- 
ments to  encourage  the  diffusion  of  information, 
which  this  tax  would  have  a  tendency  to  check. 

Mr.  Eppes  oppo.sed  this  motion,  not  from  any 
disposition  to  suppress  newspapers,  because  be 
did  not  believe  it  would  have  this  effect;  but  be- 
cause he  believed  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper 
who,  by  his  business,  made  his  four  or  five  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year,  was  as  fit  a  subject  for  taxa- 
tion as  the  manufacturers,  many  of  whom  derived 
less  profit  from  their  business. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 
The  House  proceeded  in  further  discussion  and 
amendment  of  the  bill.  And,  about  four  o'clock, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  House,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  16. 

Mr.  McKee  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  fur- 
ther time  for  the  location  of  certain  confirmed 
claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes. 
Twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
laying  additional  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  post- 
age, and   retailers'  licenses,  were   taken  up,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
DUTIES  ON   MANUFACTURES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  there- 
port  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  impose  duties  on  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise. 

On  concurring  in  the  amendment  to  exempt 
spermaceti  candles  from  the  proposed  tax  of  ten 
cents  per  pound,  there  were,  for  the  motion  63, 
against  it  50. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  in  exempting 
dipped  candles  from  taxation,  there  were  83  voles 
in  the  affirmative. 

All  the  other  amendments  noted  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  yesterday  were  agreed  to  without  a 

division.  ,      ,        •      r 

The  other  amendments  made  to  the  details  ol 
the  bill  having  been  agreed  to — 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  place  vis- 
I  itiDg  cards  in  the  same  clause  of  taxation  as  play- 
ing cards;  which  motion  was  agreed  to   by  the 
following  vote:  For  the  motion  63,  against  it  29. 
I      Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  renewed  the 
I  motion  he  yesterday  made  to  amend  this  bill,  by 
!  striking  out  the  clause  for  irapsmg  a  lax  ot  one 
cent  per  pound  on  the  manufacture  of  nails. 
After  some  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived, 
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-for  the  motion  39.  against 


It 


|fr  yeas  and'  nays 

^,  as  foiloivs: 
i'l^'iAi — Me»«r8.  Bayliea  of  MiKflacbusetts,  Bigelow, 
-Jkjfii,  Bradbiinr,  Caperton.  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Ti»enport,  Dfcviiof  Mawachusctt^,  Ely,  Gedde«,  Gros- 
^fijrv^>  J^'^^'^P  °^  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
1A9,  Leww,  Lovett,  Markell,  Mo«cley,  Pearson,  Pit- 
'Jilnt  Potter,  Jcihn  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggies,  Schure- 
.r*!^!,  Sheff-y,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
'7'iggart,  Thi»mpson,  V'ose,  Ward  of  MassuchusetU, 
*'fceaton,  'A"^lcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

9*Ai9 — Measrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
jM^ry,  Bafb<)ur,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
B^f,  Boweji,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cald- 
•«^9,  Calhoi<{i,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton, 
[Ci»$i8tock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crcighton, 
Cifpeper,  Cjilhbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
j^oyclles,  Pesha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Lie  of  Vermpnt,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
jjtnklin,  (ihfjison,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
i-Tis,  Hasbfiouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  How- 
jpjiHubbardv  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  John- 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
;i*k,  Kerr,  IfCershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Caro- 
IfV*.  Lefferis,  Lowndes,  Lyle.  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
XlcKim,  McJ^ean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Oakley, 
iCrker,  Picleons,  Pip<*r,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhta_of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
i^^>*i'tson,  S«ge,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Slaymaker. 

I'lth  of  N^w  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
r'irginia,  S«tanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
J?,  Udree,  W"rd  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Williams, 
'tson  of  Pt^finsylvania,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  BRiG*,iA.M,  of  Massachusett*.  moved  to  strike 

^ji  from    tihe  clause   for  taxing   nails,  the  words 

lade  whplly  or  in  part  by  machinery,"  which 


i 


i>tion  wa'*  negatived. 
Mr.  - 


BtGF^LOw.  of  Massachusetts,  then  renewed 

e  moiion^which  he  had  made  in  Committee  of 

e  Whoh,  to   strike   out   the   tax   on    leather; 

ich   nioiion  was   decided    in  the  negative,  by 

»as  and  njnys.     For  the  motion  57.  against  it  97, 

5  follows: 

ViAS— Mrssrs.  Avery.  Baylies  of  Massach'ts,  Bige- 
^  t*r,  Boyd," Bradbury,    Breckenridge,   Bngham,  Bur- 
.  Mh  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Cooper, 
^  )kvenporl,  Davis  of  Massachusettn,  Denoyelles,  Ely, 
^rney,  Grr>#venor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Huibert,  Jack- 
4n  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Ma»- 
yhusettH,  j[.aw,  Lewis.  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  ,Mose- 
fjy,  Oakley^  Pearson,  Piikin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wm. 
^  l^ed,  Rugi^les,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
\«Td,  Siayuiaker.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
!f*urges,  Tfggart,  Thompson,  Vose,   Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Ward  of  N.  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
JA  ilson  of  -idssachusetu,  and  Winter. 
•  ^Nats— Slessrs.  Alexander,  Alston,    Anderson,  Ar- 
I  ^er,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines, 
«|powen,  Bradley,   Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
».ljannon,  Qhappeli,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard, 
\irawford,^^>cighton.  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
Duvall,  Earic,  Eppes,  Farrow.  Find- 
nt,    Fisk  of  New  York,    Forsyth, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin.  Hall, 
(arris,  Ha«brouck.  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
iicky,  Hoivell,    Hubbard.  Ingersoll,    Ingham,  Irving, 
i  J;  win.  Johi'.son  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken- 
"Jy,  Kern  Kiibourn,  King  of  N.  Carolina,  Lefferls, 


Tirawiora,  ;.rcignton.  I, 
.  «lflvania,  Ilesha,  Duvall 
•_><•>,    Fisk  ^f  Vermont, 
•Jranklin,  ^holson,  Go4 


r 


Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasanta,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kerr,  of  Virginia, 
to  reduce  the  tax  on  manufactured  tobaccco.  from 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  ten  per  cent., 
which  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  only  34. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  so  as  to  reduce  the  pro- 
posed tax  on  leather  from  ten  to  five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  which  motion,  after  considerable  debate, 
was  agreed  to.  For  the  motion  104,  against  u  53, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bigelow,  Bines,  Bowcn,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Ca- 
perton, Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard, Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Denoyelles,  De^ha,  Earle,  Ely,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Geddes, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Henderson,  Huibert,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  R. 
Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kiibourn,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lef- 
ferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell,  Moore, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pit- 
kin, Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ruggies,  Sage,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturgea, 
Taggart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
Ward  of  .Massachusettj,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Ma.ssachu- 
setts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Barbour,  Bard,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bradley,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict, 
Creighton,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Ingersoll,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Caro- 
hna,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormaby.  Rhea  of 'I'en- 
ncssee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sharp, 
Strong,  Telfair,  Troup,  Wilson  of  Pennsylv'a,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

Mr.  KiLBOUH.N,  of  Ohio,  then  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  tax  candles  of 
spermaceti,  at  the  rale  of  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
which  motion  prevailed,  by  the  following  vote: 
For  the  motion  74,  against  it  51. 

Mr.  Wheaton.  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  ihe  bill  by  adding,  after  the  clause  for  tax- 
ing cut  nails,  &,c..  the  following  words— "  when 
sold."     This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Shipherd,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  confine  the  proposed  tax  on  paper 
to  wriiing  and  letter  paper;  under  ihe  idea  that 
those  qualities  of  paper  could  best  afford  to  pay  a 
tax.  and  Irom  a  desire  to  exempt  from  taxation 
all  printing  paper,  and  such  paper  as  is  used  lo 
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schools,  and  in  common  farmers  and  mechanics'  1 

books,  dec.  ,    .    .       u 

Mr.  l.NGHAM. of  Pennsylvania,  remarked.that  the 
gentleman  had  unfortunately  selected  for  taxation 
the  two  qualities  of  paper  which  could  least  bear 
it.  He  was  himself  opposed  to  any  discrimina- 
tion in  the  tax. 

Mr.  Shipherd's  motion  was  negatived    by  a 

large  majority. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  renewed  his  call 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  he 
deemed  the  impolicy  of  the  tax  on  pig  iron.  He 
dwelt  upon  the  inexpediency  of  taxing  the  raw 
material  of  manufactures;  and  added,  that  there 
was  not  on  this  article,  as  on  others,  any  duty  on 
its  importation.  <fec.     It  was  imported,  if  at  all, 

duty  free.  ,      j  j 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  motion 
48.  against  it  97,  as  follows  : 

YiAs Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bigelow, 

Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cil- 
ley, Cooper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  MassachusetU,  Ely, 
Grosvenor.  Hale,  Howell,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lovett,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wdliam  Reed,  Rug- 
gies, Schureman,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Tannehill,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetU, Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massa- 
chusetU. 

Nats — Messrs.    Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bines,  Bowen,   Bradley,    Burwell,    Butler,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun.  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Denoyelles,    Desha,    Duvall,    Earle,    Eppes,    Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Henderson, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Inger- 
soll, Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kiibourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lownde.s, 
Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  .McLean,  Moore, 
Murfree,  Nelson,   Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,    Ringgold,    Ronne,    Sage,    Sevier,  Sharp,  Slay- 
maker,    Smith  of  Virginia,    Stanford.  Strong.  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

Mr.  FoRNEv.  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  words ''castings  of  iron,  per  ton, 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents;"  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  "'  Hollow  ware,  one  dollar  per  ton  ;  all 
other  castings  seventy-five  cents  per  ton  ;"  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Rt'GOLES,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  motion 
to  reduce  the  tax  on  candles  of  white  wax  from 
ten  cents  per  pound  to  three  cents  per  pound; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on   nails,  sprigs,  and   brads,  from 
one  cent  per  pound   to  half  a  cent  per  pound; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 
Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 


first  section,  and  ninth  line,  by  inserting  the  word 
'•hollow,"  before  the  word  castings;"  and,  after 
the  word  'cents,"  insert  these  words:  "on  all 
other  kind  of  castings  of  iron,  one  dollar,"  which 
motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  clause  taxing  paper,  by  inserting  there- 
after the  words,  "except  such  as  shall  be  used  in 
printing  of  bibles,  testaments,  and  common  school 
books;"  which  motion  was  negatived. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow  ;  and  on  motion,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  December  17. 

The  engrossed  bill,  "giving  further  lime  to  lo- 
cate certain  claims  to  lands  confirmed  by  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes,"  was 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  for  laying 
additional  duties  on  distillation,  made  a  report. 
The  report  recommends  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  determination  to  strike  out  the  section 
which  allows  distilleries  to  sell  liquor  in  any 
quantity  not  less  than  one  gallon,  and  that  the 
House  agree  to  certain  amendments  to  the  details 

of  the  bill. 

A  message  having  been  received  from  the 
Senate,  announcing  their  agreement  to  the  said 
report,  the  House  also  agreed  to  concur  in  the 
same. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on 
the  United  Stales;  but.  before  making  much  pro- 
gress, the  Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to 

sit  again. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  postage,  sales  at  auc- 
tion, and  retailers'  licenses,  made  a  report,  rec- 
ommending an  agreement  to  all  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  except  one  ;  which  report  was  coq- 
curred  in. 

TAX  BILLS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  ih« 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  fur- 
niture, on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle 
or  the  carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches; 
and  the  amendments  made  to  the  same  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  read,  and  concurred  m 
by  the  House.  ,  . 

[The  following  are  the  taxes  included  in  this 
bill.  On  all  household  furniture,  kept  for  use,  the 
value  of  which,  in  any  one  family,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  beds,  bedding,  kitchen  furniture,  and 
articles  made  in  the  family  from  domestic  mate- 
rials, shall  exceed  two  hundred  do  ars  in  valtae 
a  tax  to  be  laid  according  to  the  following  scale 
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.    ■ 

-      $1   00 

$600 

1   50 

1,000 

3  00 

1,500 

6  00 

2,000 

10  00 

3,000 

-       17  00 

4,000 

.       28  00 

6,000 

-       45  00 

9,000 

-       75  00 

. 

-     100  00 

jot  excreting  $400 
re   $400  kcd  not  moie  than     $600 
600 
1,000 .       " 
1,500 :      " 
2,000'      " 
3,000        •• 
4,000  -      "  " 

6,000  '      "  " 

9,000        ... 

vQne  dollar  on  every  horse  kept  eiclu*iveiy  for 
tU;l>addle;  une  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  every 
hf^fe  kept  fdi  use  in  a  carriage  liable  to  be  taxed ; 
a^*i|oDe  dollax  and  fifly  cents  for  every  horse  kepi 
fqfjhe  use  oif  both  saddle  and  carriage. 

■Jrwo  dollars  on  every  gold  watch,  and  one  dol- 
W^J>a  every  kilver  watch,  kept  for  use.] 

'pltveral  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to 
airi»^Dd  the  bill;  amongst  which  was  one  by  Mr. 
p^<TON,  to  i.trike  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  in- 
<Jb^(|es  the  ta:x  on  household  furniture;  which  was 
<ifj;(jed  by  yeas  and  nays— For   the   motion  52, 

ifnst  it  !)9;«s  follows  : 
i 

IA8 — Me«.r8.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Blirjl,  BraJbijry,  Breckenndge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Ci^4j,  Coopw,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Farrow, 
Jifon,  GeiJd^s,  Groavonor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Jackson 
ode  Isiartd,  King  of  Massachuaeltf,  Law,  Lewis, 
ijf  itt,  .Mark(^ll,  Miller,  .VIoseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
rSkJn,  Pottej,  John  Keed.  William  Reed,  Haggles, 
S<§i|ren3an,  ^Jeybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Stjjyjnaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Vose, 
>\i.^J  of  Maiisachusett*,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web- 
8t|«,W'healorj.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
*^i.  and  V/ifiter. 

T^j^Ts — Meisrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
«b^4  ATery,  ,  Barbour.  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
|tmi4«,  Boweni  Brown,  BurMvell,  Butler,' Caldwell,  Cal- 
K<4if,  Cannoji,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
"reiphton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 


luw^y,  Ho\»e8,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ing 
|i.T',  Irving,  Urwm,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
At«|ucky,  Krnnedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
fC  fjorth  Cajohna,  LelTerta.  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
>tfcf  oy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mur- 
fr*^  -Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 'Pickens,  Piper, 
f  t.-santji,  Kfa  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee. 


"V^right,  aiidlYancey. 


I;|Nlr.  Law^ of  Connecticut,  spoke  as  follows, 
j  AMr.  Spea|£er.  as  I 


,  have  not  hitherto  retarded 

l«)despatc*  of  the  public  business,  by  consuming 
ifr  iimeof  jhe  House  in  debate,  I  trust  I  shall  be 
^**ilged.  w^ile  I  make  a  few  remarks  ia  justifi- 
-  Ttion  of  tile  vote  1  intend  to  give,  on  the  bill 
|w  under  consideration.  This  bill  proposes  to 
a  tax  o|)  the  manufacture  of  iron,  leather, 
idles,  pap^r.  and  other  articles  which  are  indis' 

id 
com-  • 


v^u.to,  y9^T:i,  auu  umcr  arucies  wnicn  are  inuis 
pJcsably  netessary,  for  the  people  generally,  anc 
**ll  be  sensibly  felt  by  the  poorer  classes  ol  com 


munity.  The  bill  grows  out  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  accepted  by  the 
House,  and  forms  a  branch  of  an  extensive  sys- 
tem of  taxation,  which  will  probably  continue 
for  years;  and  as  my  opposition  arises  from  a 
conviction  that  the  objects  to  which  the  money 
is  to  be  applied  will  not  warrant  the  levy,  my 
remarks  will  ^o  to  the  system  generally,  as  well 
as  to  this  particular  bill. 

The  object  is  to  continue  the  war  in  which  we 
are  engaged  ;  and  as  an  inducement  to  us,  to 
unite  in  the  measures  proposed,  many  considera- 
tions, are  urged.  Little  is  of  late  said  of  the  justice 
of  the  war,  or  the  principles  on  which  it  was  de- 
clared; indeed,  this  would  be  now  idle,  if  not  in- 
decorous, inasmuch  as  the  Administration  them- 
selves have  relinquished  and  abandoned  every 
principle  on  which  the  war  was  declared.  And 
instead  of  fighting  to  gain,  or  secure  any  rights, 
the  question  now  seems  to  be,  how  much  we  shall 
give  up,  to  regain  that  peace  we  rashly  threw 
away. 

We  are  now  called  upon  to  unite  in  grant- 
ing the  means  necessary  to  prosecute  the  war; 
because  it  is  said  its  character  is  changed,  it  has 
now  become  a  defensive  war  ; — that  as  we  are 
engaged  in  it,  we  must  prosecute  it  with  union, 
firmness,  and  vigor,  or  submit  to  terms  which  the 
nation  ought  not  to  brook  ;  and  that  the  credit  of 
the  nation  will  be  irretrievably  lost,  unless  speed- 
ily revived  by  making  suitable  and  ample  pro- 
vision by  taxes.  And  for  these  reasons  we  are 
required  to  unite,  and  this  union  is  to  be  evi- 
denced by  our  willingness  to  tjrant  all  the  means 
the  Administration  demand  in  men  and  money. 
Let  us,  sir.  examine  these  grounds,  and  calmly 
inquire,  whether  they  impose  any  obligation,  or 
furnish  any  new  claim  on  those  who.  from  the 
beginning,  have  been  opposed  to  the  WHr,  among 
which  number  I  have  the  consolation  to  be  ranked. 

That  this  nation  is  in  a  deplorable  conditioa 
cannot  be  denied  ;  but  that  the  character  of  the 
war  is  changed  1  do  deny.  It  is  true,  thai  the 
effects  and  operation  of  the  war  on  this  people 
have  been  different  from  what  was  expected  or 
anticipated  by  its  advocates  ;  but  nut  diverse  from 
those  predicted  by  its  opposers.  Instead  of  pos- 
sessing the  British  provinces  on  the  North  and 
East  in  rapid  succession,  we  daily  tremble  even 
here,  and  on  the  whole  seacoa.st.  watching  the 
movements  of  the  hostile  fleets,  which  ride  un- 
disturbed in  every  bay  and  inlet  bordering  along 
the  Atlantic;. scarcely  a  spot  is  guarded  against 
their  encroachment ;  they  assail  us,  put  the'coun- 
try  in  commotion,  hum.  ravage,  and  destroy  the 
dwellings  of  our  citizens,  and  retire  when  they 
please.  Still  the  character  of  the  war  is  not 
changed  ;  everything  el.se  has  changed,  except  the 
Admini.tratioD  and  thecharacier  of  the  war  and 
this  will  remain  the  same,  so  long  as  they'con- 
linue  to  guide  and  direct  the  affairs  of  ibis  na- 
tion. Some  of  the  causes  which  engendered  and 
produced  the  war  had  been  nurtured  and  cher- 
ished lor  years  ;  nor  was  the  act,  m  my  opinion, 
so  much  the  result  of  wise  policy  and  sound  judg- 
ment, as  the  effect  of  passion.     Our  grand  object 
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had  been  for  years  to  cripple  and  injure  Great 
Britain,   then  struggling   tor  the  liberties  of  the 
European   world,  as  it  is  now  proved  and  con- 
fessed.    Hence,  that  long  course  of  griping  pol- 
icy, which,  under  the  pretence  of  regulating  com- 
merce, had  been  adopted  in  deadly  succession,  in 
unison  with  the  views  of  the  now  fallen  tyrant, 
and  which  was  vainly  believed  would  soon  oper- 
ate the  destruction  ot  that  kingdom  ;  the  effects 
of  which  was  only  to  impoverish  ourselves,  blast 
our  prosperity,  and  check  the  vigor  and  enterprise 
of  this  once  happy  and  active  people;  and  which 
system  was  persevered  in,  until  it  brought  down 
this  nation  from  the  proud  eminence  it  once  held, 
to  abject  poverty  and   ruin.     Our  trade  was  de- 
stroyed, our  sailors  dispersed  and   banished  like 
our  cornmerce,   under  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Government.     Our  stores  and  warehouses,  which 
once  teemed  with  merchandise  of  all  climes,  be- 
came vacant  and  solitary  ;  our  wharves  and  quays 
were  deserted,  or  lined  with  empty  and  moulder- 
ing hulks;  the  hum  of  business  which  once  en- 
livened our  cities,  changed  to  groans  of  poverty  ; 
industry,  which  once  invigorated  and  supported 
thousands,  driven  for  want  of  employment  to  idle- 
ness and  beggary.     And,  to  cap  the  climax  of  our 
calamities,  at  last  came  the  declaration  of  war,  i 
and   converted   thousands,  who,   in   better  times, 
might  have  been   employed  in  productive,  labor, 
into  drones,  consuming  the  substance  of  the  na- 
tion, m  the  shapeofsoldiers,contractors,  tax  gath- 
erers, and  sharpers,  in  the  employment  of  the  Ad-  , 
ministration,  in  endless  varieties.  j 

We.  sir.  struck  the  first  blow,  as  it  were,  in  the  ' 
dark,  against  the  defenceless  piovinces  of  Canada  ; 
they  resisted  and  repelled  our  attacks;  disgrace 
and   mortification   ensued.     Our   Adminijtration 
were  disappointed  ;  ttiey  awoke  from  their  deli- 
rium, and  behold!    the  author  and  contriver  of 
the  evils  we  have  suffered,  and  are  suffering,  re- 
tires from  the  nations  of  the  earth — his  kingdom 
taken  from  him.  Ourenemy  increased  in  strength.  \ 
having  finished  his  work  on  the  continent  of  Eu-  , 
rope,  is  at   liberty  to  succor  his  provinces,  and  ; 
send  his  ships  on  our  coast,  not  in  the  small  num-  i 
ber  of  SIX  or  seven,   which   was  once  stated  on 
this  floor  to  be  the  extent  he  could  maintain  at 
any   one  time   on   our   Atlantic   frontier,   but  in 
fleets  powerful  and  numerous;  and  powerful  and 
numerous  must  they  be  to  drive  our  gallant  navy 
from  the  ocean,  compel  them  to  retire  into  rivers, 
or  seek  refuge  under  fortifications,  to  avoid  the 
crrasp  of  the  enemy. 

Sir.  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  this  coun- 
try were  never  heartily  disposed  to  engage  in  this 
controversy.  We  perceive  no  national  enthusi- 
asm on  the  subject  of  the  war ;  this  appears  pret- 
ty clear  from  the  difficulty  in  recruiting  the  army, 
even  with  the  artificial  stimulus  of  great  boun- 
ties and  high  wages,  which  have  been  held  out  to 
them.  They  saw  nothing  at  the  time  of  the  dec- 
laration, different  from  what  had  existed  for  years; 
injuries  they  knew  this  country  had  experienced 
from  Great  Britain,  but  they  were,  and  ever  had 
been  considered,  as  growing  out  of  the  peculiar 
relation  the  countries  stood  in  to  each  other,  and 


which  required  a  remedy  by  negotiation  rather 
than  by  force — an  opinion  now  entertained  by 
the  present  Administration.  But  the  people  never 
were  disposed  to  contend  for  abstract  principles, 
and  fight  for  rights,  which  required  subtlety  to 
define  and  sophistry  to  support.  Many  indeed 
believed,  as  they  had  been  told,  that  a  halcyon 
period  would  follow  after  a  very  short  struggle. 
They  acquiesced,  and  some  justified  the  war — 
others  deploring  the  mad  career  which  the  Ad- 
ministration were  purtiuing.  and  the  certain  ruin 
to  which  their  measures  would  lead,  strove  to  ar- 
rest the  downward  course  ;  they  were  stigmatized 
as  traitors  and  enemies  to  the  country,  and  even 
threatened  with  confiscation  and  hemp,  because 
they  opposed  the  war;  their  apprehensions  are 
now  realized,  and  their  prediction  verified. 

This  war,  sir.  was  invited  at  a  time  when  it 
was  altogether  unwise  and  unnecessary  to  declare 
it;  no  preparations  had  been  previously  made  to 
\  meet  the  crisis,  and  we  all  remember  with  what 
\  hard  and  painful  struggles  it  was  produced  ;  and 
;  Great  Britain  at  that  time  had  no  wish  to  engage 
I  in  the  contest.     I  will  not  say  that  this  disposi- 
tion, on  their  part,  proceeded  from  any  regard  to 
this  country,  or  respect  for  our  rights,  which  our 
I  policy  had  inspired,  but  because  they  had  other 
'  engagements  on  hand,  which  required  their  whole 
energies  and  resources;  it  was  to  rescue  the  world 
from  the  dominion  of  a  bloody  despot.  And  I  con- 
fess I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  notice  in  a  late 
I  literary  communication,  from  one  who  may  be 
i  presumed  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  views, 
'and   perhaps  some  influence  in   the  Cabinet,  an 
insinuation  that  Great  Britain,    'suddenly  with- 
'  drawn  from  a  great   war.  full   armed  and  full 
■  handed,  taking  advantage  of  this  nation,  whom 
•  they  had  recently  forced  into  war  unarmed  and 
'  unprepared,  to  indulge  themselves  in  acts  of  bar- 
'  '  barism  which  do  not  belong  to  a  civilized  age ;" 
representing,  with  no  little  art.  that  Great  Britain 
!  first  declared  war  against  this  country,  at  a  mo- 
ment unexpected,  and  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
;  indulging  a  fiend-like  disposition  !     Now,  sir,  the 
!  world  knows  we  first  declared  this  war,  and  what- 
ever consequences  may  flow  from   it,  the  blood 
will  be  required  at  our  hands.     We  have  none  to 
reproach  for  the   miseries  we  are  now  suffering 
but  ourselves— our  own  rash  folly  produced  them. 
We  did  expect  Great  Britain  would  be  occupied 
for  years  in  the  war  with  France,  as  was  sug- 
gested in  the  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  pres- 
ent sesi-ion  ;  we  are  disappointed— that  struggle 
is  at  an  end  ;  we  have  lost  the  aid  we  expected, 
and  we  are  now  left  with  war,  distress,  and  mis- 
ery, while  most  other  nations  are  reposing  in  the 
calm  delights  of  peace.     And  so  indignant  is  the 
enemy  we  have  chosen,  at  the  time  and  manner 
in  which  the   war  was  declared,  and  so  flushed 
and  willing  is  that  nation  to  continue  the  conflict 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  tha^  although  we  have 
in  the  v^y  ashes  of  humility  and  repentance, 
I  given   up  every  principle,  real  or  pretended,  for 
i  which   war  was  declared,  we  are  now  willing  to 
'  make   peace  without  securing  anything  but  na- 
i  tional  poverty  and  ridicule.    Yet  Great  Britain, 
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not  p^Ninsr.  but.  mocking  at  our  calamities,  re- 
fuses t«>  treat  of  peace,  hut  on  the  most  humili- 
ating 4(>ndiiioiis. 

SirJ^hat  are  aur  hopes  by  continuing  the  war? 
Thei/l<niinistration  have  had.  so  far  as  we  could 
graoi^.HJl  the  rnt-*ns,  in  men  and  money,  which 
theii>^itobition  aJid  prodigality  demanded;  and, 
undfllr^igie  most  auspicious  circumstances,  they 
ha»<}  aVw  wa>tei}  two  years  and  a  half,  and  what 
have  ll^py  accomplished  ?  Have  they  secured 
'"FrvJ'i'rade  aiid  Sailors'  Rights,"  this  darling 
naticjil  amulet?  Both  have  been,  on  mature 
consiijjaiion,  d-eliberately  abandoned.  Have 
they  '^ade  any  i)rogress  in  the  conquest  of  the 
Cana|>iji7  So  ^ir  from  progressing  in  this  great 
workNlbat  for  a  long  time  after  the  declaration 
of  vri  no  rays  ^.f  that  glory,  which  at  one  time 
seem^^  '  almost  .  :o  intoxicate  some  gentlemen, 
dartev,  lo  the  Nffthern  sky.  And  except  the  in- 
stancM. -of  Perry.  Macdonough.  and  a  few  others, 
over  btjose  headi  the  Aurora  Borealis  has  shone 
respl'^ijent,  we  have  gained  nothing;  and  our 
pro»n^ts  in  that  quarter  now  are  as  gloomy  and 
cheefii-^s  as  the  sterile  regions  we  covet.  We 
have  |J*t  much  territory  ;  our  armies  have  been 
wastt^.j  our  money  is  exhausted,  and  our  credit 
gone.;  If.  after  all  this,  we  persevere  in  the  orig- 
inal sfiKeme  of  conquering  the  Canadas,  thereby 
pror<»|aig  the  ecemy  to  commit  devastation  and 
wasi'efnn  the  sfaboard,  how  can  it  be  said  the 
char^uifr  of  the  war  is  changed  ?  It  is  still  marked 
witl|  It*  original  hideous  and  deformed  features. 

Aii'V'^ir,  It  istiwing  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
weakiftfis  and  locompetency  of  the  Admioistra- 
tioniti .execute  iheir  own  project.«,  that  the  pro- 
gress 4t'  the  enfmy  has  not  been  marked  with 
mor*"  intended  ruin  ;  recollect  the  proclamation 
of  thMGovernor  of  Canada,  when  he  took  ample 
venfjAbce  on  the  wretched  borderers,  on  Lake 
Erif-.-JKe  last  year;  also  the  correspondence  be- 
twectflflr.  Monroe  and  Admiral  Cochrane  in  the 
monias  of  August  and  September  last,  in  which 
the  iv^miral  says : 

"  Im>  ing  been  called  upon  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Cana'^K,  to  aid  \\\m  in  carnping  into  effect  measures 
of  retaliation  against  the  inhabitantis  of  the  United 
StatekVtor  the  wanton  destruction  committed  by  their 
army  ^u  I'pper  Canada,  it  ha«  become  imperiously  my 
duty.t'^Dnformabit  with  the  nature  of  the  Governor 
Generiil's  applicaiion,  to  isHue  to  the  naval  force  under 
my  cj  'AJiand  an'order  to  destroy  and  lay  waste  such 
town^und  districxs  upon  the  coast  aa  may  be  found 
aaaail^'T.Je." 

Ai^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Monroe's  argumentative 
ansnjEr,  complaining  of  the  above  plan  of  deso- 
latinMwarfare.  ^he  Admiral  says: 

"AbI  have  no*  authority  from  my  Government  to 
enter^pon  any  k)nd  of  discussion  relative  totbepointa 
conta^'tjd  in  yogr  letter,  I  have  only  to  regret  that 
there  jA>e*  not  apt)ear  to  be  any  hope  that  1  shall  be 
autho^zed  to  rtfCi{tl  my  general  order;  which  has  been 
furthtw  !ianctio[«ev«  by  a  subsequent  request  from  Lieu- 
tenan/JCJencral  S|r  George  Provost."' 

Tl^  order,  sir,  has  been  partially,  but  too  fa- 
tally !Vecuted  a(lready.  But  should  we  grant  the 
mon^  required*  by  this  and  other  bills,  and,  lo 


conformity  with  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 

raise  100,000  men.  and  actually  invade  Canada 
the  ensuing  campaign,  have  we  not  reason  to  fear 
that,  before  the  next  24th  of  August,  many  of  our 
beautiful  and  most  flourishing  cities  towns,  and 
villages,  on  the  seacoast,  will  present  the  same 
melancholy  spectacle  which  the  capital  of  the 
nation  now  exhibits?  And  yet  we  are  called  on 
to  furnish  money  to  prosecute  this  war  of  con- 
(juest,  regardless  of  all  consequences.  The  pas- 
sions which  gave  birth  to  the  war  have  not  yet 
subsided,  nor  will  they  be  suffered  lo  expire  so 
long  as  the  present  Administration  continue  in 
power. 

The  character  of  the  war  is  not  changed,  nor 
ought  we  to  be  deceived,  and  imagine  it  is  altered 
essentially  from  an  offensive  to  a  defensive  war; 
or  believe  that  the  people  have  become  more  in 
love  with  it.  because  thousands  have  volunteered 
without  request,  on  well-founded  hopes  of  reward 
from  the  General  Government,  to  defend  their 
soil  and  their  homes.  The  Administration  have 
one  object  in  view,  and  the  brave  veomanry  of 
our  country  are  actuated  by  totally  different  mo- 
tives. The  first  are  regardless  of  the  duly  of  pro- 
tection, and  are  eager  for  conquest  and  aggran- 
dizement; the  latter  are  influenced  by  the  strong 
principle  of  self-defence.  Men  who  detest  the 
war,  it>  authors,  and  the  rain  objects  of  ambition 
they  are  pursuing,  are  constrained  to  defend  them- 
selves against  those  dangers  which  Government 
have  invited,  but  against  which  they  have  pro- 
vided no  protection.  The  Stales,  feeling  them- 
selves abandoned  by  the  General  Government, 
have  defended  themselves;  and  while  fighting 
for  defence  of  their  soil,  they  generally  have  been, 
and  will  be,  meritorious,  for  they  are  animated  in 
a  just  cause,  which  must  be  triumphant.  But 
the  Administration  having  started  in  this  war 
upon  wrong  principles,  and  having  pursued  a 
course  as  unwise  as  it  is  difficult,  have  failed  in 
all  (heir  plans — military,  financial,  and  diplo- 
matic. Indeed,  such  is  the  baneful  influence 
which  hangs  about  them,  that,  where  they  per- 
.sonally  direct  and  control,  even  patriotism,  and 
the  stronger  principles  of  self-defence,  is  benumb- 
ed and  withered  by  their  touch.  Witness  the  dis- 
graceful scene  which  took  place  where  we  now 
are,  on  the  24th  of  August  last !  when  our  troops 
were  led  to  battle  in  one  of  the  most  honorable 
causes  which  could  possibly  occur;  when  every- 
thing dear  and  valuable,  everything  which  could 
animate  the  breast  or  nerve  the  arm,  should  have 
prompted  them  to  valorous  resistance — their  fam- 
ilies, houses — the  very  ark  and  sanctuary  of  the 
nation  was  the  prize  of  liie  conflict ;  yet  under 
such  leaders  our  troops  retired  before  the  enemy  ; 
they  fled  after  the  example  of  the  Captain  Gene- 
ral and  his  sympathetic  Secretaries,  the  guard- 
ians of  this  consecrated  spot,  and  surrendered  the 
pride  of  the  nation  to  the  spoilers,  to  be  stamped 
with  indelible  disgrace  in  characters  of  vandal- 
ism !  On  that  fatal  day  our  mighty  chieftains 
seemed  to  possess  do  power  or  energy,  except  to 
vie  with  the  victorious  vandals  in  destroying  the 
costly  works  of  taste  and  art;  and  skilful  rivals 
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they  proved  themselves  to  be,  as  the  sad  monu- 
ments of  their  destruction  now  within  our  view 
do  testify.  In  most  other  cases,  where  the  Stales 
have  depended  on  themselves,  and  confided  in  tiie 
justice  of  their  cause,  and  directed  their  energies 
merely  to  defend  their  soil,  they  have  resisted 
manfully,  and  generally  with  success.  This  I 
know  has  been  the  fact  in  the  State  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent ;  there,  although  they  v/ere 
opposed  to  the  war.  neither  believing  in  its  jus- 
lice,  expediency,  or  policy,  yet  they  are  deter- 
mined to  defend  and  protect  the  soil  which  gave 
them  birth,  and  is  hallowed  by  the  sepulchres  of 
their  fathers ;  but  from  this  noble  determination 
the  Administration  can  derive  no  aid  in  their  ul- 
terior views. 

It  is  further  urged,  as  a  reason  why  we  should 
grant  money  to  prosecute  the  war,  that  it  appears 
by  the  communications  containing  the  instruc- 
tions and  correspondence  with  our  commission- 
ers, that  the  terms  proposed  by  Great  Britain  are 
such  as  cannot  be  accepted,  consistent  with  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  this  nation,  and  therefore 
we  ought  to  unite  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war.  1  am  willing  toatlmit  the  terms,  as  con- 
tained in  the  Message  of  October  last,  taken  in 
the  extent  they  seem  to  imply,  without  any  mod- 
ification or  qualification,  are  such  as  we  ought  not 
to  accept.  But,  I  am  happy  to  say.  the  corres- 
pondence contained  in  the  Message  of  tlie  first  of 
the  present  month,  looks  much  more  favorable, 
and  the  aspect  is  much  more  pacific  now  than 
was  at  first  supposed.  Yet  suppose  the  terms  of 
peace  are  as  hard  and  unreasonable  as  ihey  at  first 
appeared,  it  would  not  necessarily  follow  that  we 
must  unite  in  carrying  on  our  offensive  war 
against  the  Canadas,  and  thereby  add  tenfold  to 
the  miseries  and  distresses  of  the  country.  It  is 
by  no  means  certain  that,  during  the  time  the 
present  Administration  remain  in  power,  with 
their  present  views  of  territorial  aggrandizement, 
we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  better  terms.  Great 
Britain  is  now  powerful  and  flourishing;  war  is 
the  habit  of  that  nation;  they  are  flushed  with 
their  recent  successes,  and,  by  commanding  the 
trade  of  the  world,  they  possess  great  resources — 
men,  and  munitions  of  war — they  may  continue 
the  war  for  years,  without  greatly  impairing 
their  strength,  while  we  are  daily  wasting  our 
vigor;  being  locked  up  within  ourselves,  all  our 
resources  must  be  derived  from  internal  imposi- 
tions. This  bill  IS  to  reach  the  hard  earnings  of 
the  mechanic;  another  on  your  table  is  to  spread 
over  the  farming  interest,  with  supplements  adapt-. 
ed  to  the  pockets  of  all.  Further,  sir,  the  war  is 
at  a  distance  from  them,  and  conquering  the  pro- 
vinces will  not  conquer  that  nation  ;  but  we  have 
unwisely  brought  the  war  within  our  own  bosom 
— they  can  retire  and  recruit  when  they  please, 
we  cannot — and  a  continuance  of  the  contest  will 
be  certain  destruction  to  us,  even  if  we  succeed 
in  the  conquest  of  Canada.  It  is  also  uncertain 
what  the  conditions  of  peace  may  eventually  be  ; 
this  may  depend  on  our  success,  and,  judging  of 
the  past,  our  future  prospects  are  not  vary  flatter- 
ing.    It  may  be  here  asked  what   we  shall  do; 


we  are  in  a  sad  dilemma,  and  must  prosecute  the 
war,  or  submit  to  degrading  terms?  My  answer 
is,  that  notwithstanding  our  present  prospects  are 
dark  and  gloomy,  yet  I  believe  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  Administration  to  obtain  terms,  which 
would  be  for  ttie  honor  and  interest  of  both  na- 
tions to  accept  ;  and  I  indulge  this  opinion  for  the 
following  reasons:  I  believe  Great  Britain  prob- 
ably would,  under  a  change  of  circumstances,  ne- 
gotiate with  us  on  principles  of  reciprocity.  I 
say  it  is  probable  s)ie  would,  because  it  appears 
by  the  documents  before  us  that  our  Administra- 
tion, while  Bonaparte  was  on  his  throne,  and 
when  it  was  supposed  we  were  strong  and  Great 
Britain  weak,  were  as  haughty  and  arrogant  in 
their  demands  as  Great  Britain  is  now.  when 
Bonaparte  is  confined  at  Elba. and  when  they  be- 
lieve themselve  strong  and  us  weak  ;  yet  our  Ad- 
ministration did  descend  from  the  high  and  lofty 
pretensions  they  once  set  up,  to  a  tone  of  humil- 
ity and  condescension,  which  not  long  since  would 
have  been  considered  no  less  than  a  sacrifice  of 
national  pride,  honor,  and  independence.  This 
appears  from  a  variety  of  documents.  I  will  ad- 
vert to  a  few  extracts  only. 

In  the  Message  of  the  President,  of  November 
4th,  1812,  after  slating  the  progress  of  the  war, 
and  the  proud  attitude  the  United  States  had  as- 
sumed by  the  declaration,  he  says: 

"  To  have  shrunk,  under  such  circumstances,  from 
manly  resistance,  would  have  struck  us  from  the  high 
rank  where  the  victories  of  our  fathers  had  placed  us, 
and  have  betrayed  the  magnificent  legacy  which  we 
held  in  trust  for  future  generations;  it  would  have  ac- 
knowledged that  on  the  element  which  forms  three- 
fourths  of  the  globe  we  inhabit,  and  where  all  inde- 
jiendent  nations  have  equal  and  common  rights,  the 
American  people  were  not  an  independent  people,  but 
vassals  and  colonists." 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  the  above  .Message  was  referred, 
they  say — 

"  To  appeal  to  arms,  in  defence  of  a  right,  and  to 
lay  them  down  without  securing  it,  or  a  satisfactory 
evidence  of  a  good  disposition  in  the  opposite  party  to 
secure  it,  would  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
a  relinquishment  of  it ;  to  attempt  to  negotiate  after- 
wards for  the  security  of  our  right,  in  expectation  that 
any  of  the  arguments  which  have  been  urged  before 
the  declaration  of  war  and  been  rejected,  would  have 
more  weight  after  that  experiment  had  been  made  in 
vain,  would  be  an  act  of  folly,  which  would  not  fail  to 
eipose  us  to  the  scorn  and  derision  of  the  British  na- 
tion and  the  world." 

!  Again,  in  the  same  report — 
I  "  War  having  been  declared,  and  the  case  of  im- 
I  pressment  being  necessarily  included  as  one  of  the 
most  important  causes,  it  is  evident  that  it  must  be 
provided  for  in  the  pacification ;  the  omission  of  it  in 
a  treaty  of  peace  would  not  leave  it  on  its  former 
ground ;  it  would,  in  effect,  be  an  absolute  relinquish- 
ment— an  idea  tt  which  the  feelings  oi  e^erj  Ameri- 
can must  revolt." 

In  the  instructions  to  our  Ministers,  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  15th  April,  1813,  Mr.  Monroe  says— 
"  You  are  authorized  to  conclude  a  peace,  in  case 
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h  a  ••lufKctory  stipaiation  afminst  imprwB- 
if  whicfj  ^ill  secur.-.  under  the  flag,  prolec- 
f  crew.  }f  lbi«  encroachment  is  not  provided 
Ce  L'niteit  States  have  appealed  to  arms  in 
vour  tlTcrta  to  accomplish  it  should  fail,  all 

(jVoI»*"^'4*  '^'"  cease,  and  you  will  return 

home "f^^bout  delay.  It  is  also  imporUnt  to  obtain  a 
definili«|i  oineutr^  righu,  especially  of  blockade;  but 
this  is  «>i  to  be  r^ade  an  indispensable  condition  of 
peace."!  *  J 

In  i»  better  orJanuary  23,  1814— 

"0n>fiipres8i.i«*l,   as  to  the   right  of  the  United 

Sutes  M    be  eieiniitcd  from  it,  I  have  nothing  to  add. 

tlracnu  of,  the  President  have  undergone  no 

an   this    liiportant   subject.     This   degrading 

ipust  cea^.     Our  flag  must  protect  the  crew, 

ui  luc  Jniled  Sut^s  cannot  consider  themselves  an  in- 

deoenii    it  nation.^     And  in  the  same  letter,  referring 


The  s* 
change 
practiC' 
or  the 


to  torn, 
of  this 
of  the 
and  th< 
eviden 


fink  it  probable  that  the  li 
,  had  a  tendency  to  incre 


instructions,  he  says  :  "  The  principal  object 

♦view  ha)  been  to  show  that  the  sentiments 

'resident    are    the    same  in    every    instance ; 

t-asonsioronaintaining  them  have  become  more 

wnd  strong* since  the  date  of  those  instructions." 

In  L»i  letter  of25ihJune.  IS  14.  he  say  : 

ate  events  in  France 
rease  the  pretensions 
'itish  Uojernme'nt."  And  again:  "  No  reli- 
'  placed  051  the  good  offices  of  France  in  bring- 
^ar  wiih'.Great  Britain  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
And  iii  the  same  letter  he  adds:  "On  full 
lotion  it  h.-fs  been  decided,  that  in  case  no  stip- 
Itjan  be  oUained  from  the  British  Government 
w..,/Joment.  ^hen  its  pretensions  may  have  been 
much  vVighiencdfby  recent  events,  and  the  sUte  of 
Europ*  ino«t  fatorable  to  them,  either  relinquishing 
\:(\  to  impress  from  American  teasels,  or  dis- 
|Hg  the  practice,  eTcn  in  consideration  of  the 
^'exclusioHf  from  them  of  British  seamen,  you 
AZUT  in  en  article  stipulating  that  the  subject  of 
►fScnt.  toj;«rther  with  that  of  commerce  between 
the'  tHi'j  countries,  be  referred  to  a  separate  negotia- 
tion." K  ' 

[feller  of  June  27.  1S14,  he  says— 

I  mature  consideration  it  has  been  decided,  that 

A^  the  circAjmstancea  above  alluded  to,  incident 

4>^cutK>(i  oif  llie  war,  you  may  omit  any  stipu- 

14  the   subject  of  impressment,  if  found  indis- 

pensati''  necessar^  to  terminate  it. 

Sirf{he  only  apology  for  this  magnanimous 
chao^'.iQ  ih^  syntiments  of  the  Administration, 
-was  athangc  jitf  circumstances;  this  apology, 
1  beliJe,  woufiii  have  been  satisfactory  to  the 
natioj'if  pea({#  had  followed;  and  many  cf 
the  n>i  lit  arden*' friends  of  the  war  would  have 
acquj;  .-ted.  anij  have  preferred  to  witness  the 
Adm,  ilsiralion '.condemn  their  own  logic,  and 
comii  \i  '"an  act  of  folly,  which  could  not  fail  to 
expoi  ihem  to  the  scorn  and  derision  of  the  Brit- 
ish Q(  ,800  and  ilie  world,"  rather  than  continue 
in  th{    hiad  ai-idj  headlong  course. 

Nci  i'-  I  believe  Great  Britain  would  treat  with 
us  faf  iy.  if  they  had  a  similar  apology — a  change 
of  cir  lirastaiicf.; ;  and  this  change,  which  would 
lead  j^  so  desirible  an  event,  is  in  the  power  of 
the  ^tninistranon  to  produce.  And  here  I  must 
meni^fi  certaiii  things,  not  as  much  on  account 
Doveitv  as  their  importance  in  bringing 


meniNjrf 
of  ibae 


aboat  this  great  desideratum.  Let  the  Admiois- 
tration  recall  the  troops  from  Canada,  or  rather 
the  borders  of  Canada,  and  abandon  the  project 
of  conquering  those  provinces;  and  it  might  not 
be  an  unwise  preparatory  step  for  them  to  recall 
such  of  the  Ministers  as  are  well  known  to  pos- 
sess sentiments  and  opinions  better  calculated  to 
excite  disgust  and  repulsion,  rather  than  to  con- 
ciliate a  pacific  disposition  in  the  enemy,  and  if 
need  be,  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  better  qual- 
ified to  reconcile  the  jarring  interests  of  the  coun- 
tries. But.  above  all,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
have  the  Cabinet  formed  of  men  who  prefer  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  to  personal  ag- 
grandizement. This.  I  am  sensible,  might  wound 
The  pride,  and  perhaps  defeat  the  ambitious  views 
of  some  high  in  office,  but  if  they  possess  as  much 
patriotism  and  love  of  country  as  they  profess, 
they  cannot  hesitate  to  make  the  sacrifice  for  the 
good  of  the  country.  This  being  done.  Great 
Britain  may  then  say.  in  the  language  of  the  in- 
structions, they  are  enabled  to  give  to  these  cir- 
cumstances all  the  weight  to  which  they  are  enti- 
tled, and  on  full  consideration,  agree  to  waive  their 
arrogant  demands,  and  treat  on  terms  acceptable 
to  both  nations. 

This  experiment  has  not  yet  been  tried.  The 
Administration  have  been  trying  experiments  for 
years,  but  thi.'s  appears  to  me  the  only  one  whicli 
can  effect  the  great  object  we  so  much  desire. 
The  course  of  th»J  Administration  has,  hitherto, 
been  rather  to  justify  their  own  conduct,  than 
honestly  and  sincerely  to  seek  for  peace.  Their 
policy  has  been  marked  with  duplicity  and  cun- 
ning, and  they  have  lost  confidence  at  home  and 
abroad.  Their  whole  system  must  be  abandoned 
before  we  can  hof>e  for  better  times.  A  change 
of  measures  can  only  follow  a  change  of  men. 
I  say,  then,  the  experiment  has  not  been  fairly 
tried.  I  do  not  yet  despair  of  peace,  but  until 
every  attempt  is  tnade,  and  all  reasonable  hopes 
of  peace  are  absolutely  destroyed,  I  shall  neither 
vole  for  men  or  money  to  prosecute  this  war; 
nor  can  I  be  considered  hostile  to  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  country,  by  withholding  my  aid  from 
this  bill. 

As  to  our  duty  to  vote  for  the  money  bills  oa 
the  ground  that  the  national  credit  is  sinking, 
and  v/ill  be  irictrievably  lost  unless  speedily  re- 
vived by  making  suitable  and  ample  provision  by 
taxes.  Itcertainly  is.sir.  the  duty  ofthose  whoare 
the  guardians  of  the  public  interest,  and  hold  the 
purse-strings  of  the  nation,  to  preserve  its  credit. 
This  does  not  depend  so  much  on  making  profuse 
grants  of  money,  as  by  husbanding  the  resources 
of  the  nation  and  limiting  its  expenditures  within 
its  means.  Neither  of  these  have  been  attended  to 
by  those  who  have  had  the  control  for  years  past. 
They  havesystematically.  and  of  set  design,  dried 
up  the  sources  of  national  wealth,  and  by  a  long 
course  of  unwise  policy  conducted  this  nation  to 
beggary  and  ruin.  The  millions  which  have 
beeu  raised  at  immense  sacrifice  have  been  dissi- 
pated with  prodigality,  and  squandered  10  this  de- 
structive war.  Appropriations  have  been  made, 
taxes  laid,  and  other  means  provided  to  cover  the 
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enormous  estimates  which  b«»e  been  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  answer  the  demands  of  Government, 
and  yet  there  now  remains  a  deficit  of  many 
millions. 

Under  such  management  the  public  credit  can- 
not be  supported — the  ability  of  the  nation  can- 
not sustain  it.  No  prudent  and  wise  steps  hare 
been  taken  to  preserve  it.  The  credit  of  the 
country  was  solid  and  stable  when  the  power 
came  into  the  hands  of  those  who  now  hold  it. 
but  they  have  destroyed  both  public  and  private 
credit.  Is  it,  then,  reasonable  to  require  of  those 
who  have  been  uniformly  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ures which  have  reduced  the  nation  to  its  present 
degraded  and  deplorable  condition,  to  unite  in 
adding  new  and  grievous  burdens  on  their  suf- 
fering constituents  when  they  are  satisfied  the 
money  will  be  dissipated,  as  formerly,  and  no 
substantial  benefit  result  ?  I  think  not.  The  ma- 
jority have  the  power,  and  on  them  must  rest  the 
responsibility 


sings  of  liberty.  Yet,  under  all  these  discour- 
agements they  are  determined,  and.  I  trust,  will 
defend  themselves  against  the  enemy  who  dare 
approach  their  shores — and  as  evidence  of  the 
spirit  and  determination  of  my  constituent*.  I 
cannot,  in  justice  to  them,  forbear  here  to  men- 
tion the  attack  on  the  village  of  Stouington.  the 
last  Summer. 

When  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  appeared  before  that 
town  with  a  formidable  squadron,  consisting  of  a 
ship-of-the-line,  a  frigate,  a  sloop  of  war.  a  bomb 
ship,  and  a  bomb  bri^.  and  came  to  anchor  within 
dead  shot  of  the  town,  and  gave  but  a  few  hours 
to  remove  the  women  and  children,  declaring  in 
the  most  peremptory  manner  that  he  not  only 
could,  but  would  destroy  the  place,  they  refused 
to  abandon  their  homes.  Being  freemen,  and  free- 
holders, they  resisted.  Federalists  and  Demo- 
crats rallied  side  by  side,  and  with  the  feeble 
means  in  their  power,  they  became  strong  from 
the  justice  of  their  cause,  and.  after  three  days' 
Sir,  I  should  be  doing  injustice  to  my  constitu-  I  severe  conflict,  they  repulsed  the  insolent  invader, 


enis — I  should  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  me, 
were  I  to  consent  to  burden  them  with  the  enor- 
mous taxes  proposed  to  be  applied  to  the  objects 
intended.  I  know  full  well  their  feelings  and 
opinions  on  this  subject.  They  have  been  op- 
posed to  this  ruinous  war  from  the  beginning. 
They  had  suffered  much  before,  but  more  since 
the  declaration  of  war.  They  did  believe  they 
should  receive  protection  from  the  General  Gov 


and  drove  him  back  to  report  his  disgrace  and  dis- 
comfiture to  his  master.  I  mention  this  exploit 
because  it  is  considered  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
and  heroic  which  has  been  achieved  this  war; 
but  as  it  was  performed  in  defence  of  that  neg- 
lected State,  and  not  io  the  conquest  of  Canada, 
I  presume  you  have  neither  thanks  nor  medals  to 
bestow  on  the  heroe^. 

Now.  sir.  under  all  these  considerations,  I  can- 


ernment.    Under  this  expectation  they  have  yield-  '  not  feel  justified  to  increase  the  taxes  on  my  con- 


ed obedience  to  all  their  lawful  requisitions,  and 
have  paid  their  direct  and  internal  taxes  with  a 
punctuality  and  promfitness  beyond  any  State  in 
the  Union,  as  the  return  will  show.     The  amount 


stituents,  to  be  expended  for  objects  which  they 
deem  worse  than  useless,  and  which,  if  persisted 
in,  mu.st  expose  them  to  greater  perils  and  dan- 
gers.    They  do  not  believe,  with  the  late  Secre- 


of  taxes  paid  by  them  into  the  Treasury  the  last  ,  lary  (Campbell)  "that  the  very  expenditure  of  the 


year,  exceeds  the  whole  amount  of  their  State 
taxes  for  five  years  before  the  war.  In  addition 
to  which,  in  consequence  of  your  ships  taking 
refuge  in  their  waters,  (and  many  of  them  are 
not  without  a  jealousy  they  were  ordered  there 
by  the  Government  to  draw  them  into  the  war.) 
the  people  of  that  State  have  now  for  eighteen 
months  been  called  into  actual  service,  and  are 
still  obliged  to  maintain  a  large  force  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  State,  abandoned  and  neglected  by 
the  General  Government,  and  the  expense  thrown 
on  the  Slate  without  any  reasonable  prospect  of 
remuneration.  And.  sir.  permit  to  me  say,  while 
as  good  citizens  they  feel  disposed  to  comply  with 
all  ju^t  and  lawful  requisitions  of  the  General 
Government,  they  did  believe,  as  a  consideration 
for  their  obedience,  you  would  -provide  for  the 
common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  to  them  and  their  posterity  the  bless 


additional  taxes  will  themselves  have  increased  in 
the  community  the  ability  to  discharge  them." 

Sir,  we  have  acted  with  precipitation  long 
enough.  It  may  be  wise  to  stop  and  consider  the 
conse<juences  which  may  flow  from  the  measures 
we  are  pursuing  if  persisted  in  much  lunger. 
The  people  begin  to  feel  their  grievances.  Over- 
whelmed with  taxes  and  expenses,  their  resources 
cut  off — their  murmurs  and  complaints  are  now 
mild  and  plaintive  ;  they  will  become  louder  and 
louder.  If  the  Government  perseveres  in  the 
course  it  is  pursuing,  it  may  shake  the  pillars 
which  support  the  national  dome.  The  pressure 
has  already  caused  some  of  them  to  tremble.  If 
they  add  to  the  weight  in  the  manner  proposed, 
it  may  fall — not  like  yonder  Capitol,  for  that  can 
be  rebuilt. 

Mr.  Law  was  replied   to  by  Mr.  Eppes  and 
Mr.  Wkight;  and  after  considerable   discussion 


ings  of  liberty."     But  they  have  been  disappoint-  |  of  the  various  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill, 


ed ;  they  perceive  no  regard  to  these  sacred  du- 
ties— the  great  objects  of  the  Constitution.  You 
have  not  provided  for  the  common  defence — at 
least  they  are  left  to  defend  themselves,  or  fall  a 
prey  to  the  enemy  whom  you  have  invited  to 
their  very  threshold.  They  perceive  no  evi- 
dence that  you  seek  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  they  fear  if  certain  bills  become  the 
law  of  the  land  they  shall  be  robbed  of  the  bles- 


it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  "to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  States,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Ar- 
cher,   Avery,  Barbour,   Barnctt,   Bayly   of  Virginia, 


If 
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Bowen,    Bradley,  Brown,    Burwell,    Butler,  f  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 

41,  Calliogn,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  ,  ing:  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  Stales. 

iJtk,    Coi^'ict,    Conard,    Crawford,    Creighton,  |      [This   bill  is  of  great  length  and   minute  ia  its 

ft,  Dana^^  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  |  details,  proposed  amendments  tu  which  occupied 

i  Duvall,  J'ppes,  Evana,  Farrow,  Findley,   Fisk  ;  niuch    lime    of   the    House  in  discussion.     The 

amount  of  the  direct  lax  is  one  hundred  percent. 

on  the  la^t  year's  tax.  or  six  millions  of  dollars 

upon  the  whole  United  States.] 

At'ier  the  bill  had  been  gone  through,  ihecora- 

,     -„  ,      ..        „.,.        -    „  ,  ..    ..,  mittee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House  the  amend- 

,Ay,  KeTm.-dy,  Kerr.  Kdbourn    Kmg  of  Wh  ,  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ,^'^j^ 

iia,    Lefle^U,    Lyie.    McCoy,    McKee,    McKim,  j  •' 

PETITION  OF  W.  H.  WASHINGTON. 


rinont,   Fi».k    of   Nfw    York,   Forney,    Forsyth, 
i||n,  (ihol8.;n,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif-  I 
^jl,  Harris^  Haabrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
Howell,  l^ubbard,   Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
Irving,  Irwin,   Johnson  of  Virginia.   Johnson  of 


fii,  Montgnmery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Ne 
iley.O/njsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
i'ennajrlt^nia,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
tv^anc,  >a(re,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
iV)rk,  Siniih  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
rjTannehiil,  Taylor.  Telfair,  L'dree,  Ward  oi  New 
[,«WiIlia:a«,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 

:. — Me.-srj".  Bayhes  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
...ry,  Brt'c|enridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cham- 
pion^-illey,Cogper,^ulpr per,  Davenport,  Ely,  Gaston, 
(ied>.«!i.  Gross  ei|or,  Hale,  Henderson,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
lalar  J,  King  o(  Massacliusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovctt, 
Macti»,i,  Markill,  Miller,  .Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitk^,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed.  Ruggles, 
8cht^t*tnan,  Shtjfley,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymakcr, 
Star.l'ird,  Stork^jn,  Sluart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thorop- 
|(jse,  Wer4  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
Wilcox,. Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and   Win- 


«i>  Monday.  December  19. 

Ajpessage  {;ora  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thajlf  he  Senate  have  passed  a  bill.  "  authorizing 
the  jSiyment  ti?  the  widow  of  Elbridge  Gerry, 
dec'jB^od,  lal«;  Vice  Presidentof  the  United  States, 
of  sjrh  salary  Jas  would  have  been  payable  to  him 
dur;*g  the  resjdue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
i-d,  had  hii  so  long  lived  ;  in  which  they  a>>k 
ipcurren(le  of  this  House."  They  have  con- 
U  in  certuin  parts  of  the  amendments  pro- 
•by  this  House  to  the  bill  '  to  authorize  ihe 
Lent  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the 
'il  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  re- 
speclve  qun:a»  of  eighty  thousand  militia,  for  the 
defe'  oe  of  llje  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
agat"  st  invasion  ;"  and  they  have  di^agreed  to 
oih»-    parts  of  Xhe  said  amendments. 

\V  .  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill 
for  '  fie  relief  pf  William  Robinson  and  others, 
(citr  t-ns  of  Ki^ox  county,  Kentucky,)  which  was 
twit     read  sn^  comraitit-d. 

M  .  Blrwk^l,  of  Virginia,  laid  upon  the  table 
the  t^llowin;  iesoluliou  : 

R^lvfd,  Thj^t  the  Committee  on  .Military  Affairs 


be  itliriicted  tojreport  a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  !°  ^^^"^  "P  "**  "''^  *'^'*«' ''"  '^^  deponent  was 
Wajio  reserve^from  the  regular  troops  furnished  by  '  ^."It^"^"^  '  *'**''  ""  ^^'^  ^f  ^  August,  ab. 
the  |i|ilitia  of  Mtfy  Sute,  in  lieu  of  their  own  services,  a 


sutfi.  »ent  nuoibfr  to  perform  garrison  duty  within  each 
Sut^l 

Tf»e  Houaei  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes  of  Vir- 
ginp/  rfsolve|  itself  into  a  Commitiee  of  the 
WhSe,  on  the  bill  to  provide  additional  revenue 
lor  iJl^frayiDg  tpe  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  { 


Mr.  Ya.ncey  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
William  H.  Washington  ;  which  was  read  ;  when, 
Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
H.  Washington  ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next.     The  report  is  as  follows 

That  the  petitioner  owned  a  small  house,  situated  in 
.Alexandria  county,  near  the  western  end  of  the  Poto- 
mac bridge;  that,  on  the  24th  of  August  last,  a  quan- 
tity of  public  stores  was  removed  from  Greenleafs 
Point,  by  order  of  Colonel  Wadsworth,  and  deposited 
in  the  house  for  safe  keeping :  a  corporal  and  five  men 
were  stationed  at  the  house  to  protect  them  from  fall- 
ing into  the  posj^cssion  of  the  enemy.  The  command 
of  the  stores  was  given  to  Lieutenant  Baden,  who  di- 
rected the  corporal,  in  case  of  attack  by  the  enemy,  to 
blow  up  the  stores  and  retire  from  the  place. 

It  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  the  corporal,  hereto 
attached,  that  he  apprehended  an  attack  by  the  enemy, 
and,  under  that  impression,  blew  up  the  stores  and  de- 
stroyed the  house.  The  petitioner  claims  the  value  of 
his  house. 

Whether  the  destruction  of  the  house  was  necessary 
to  prevent  the  public  stores  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  to  be  formed  by 
the  facts  submitted  to  the  House.  The  committee  are 
of  opinion  that,  inasmuch  as  the  officer  to  whose  care 
the  public  stores  were  committed  thought  it  prudent 
and  proper  to  destroy  the  house  and  stores,  to  prevent 
the  latter  coming  to  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  the 
petitioner  should  be  paid  the  value  of  his  house.  They 
therefore  report  by  bUI. 

Wa9hii»gto?»  coivfTT,  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  third  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  and  district  aforesaid,  per- 
sonally appeared  Philip  Bodia,  corporal  in  the  United 
States'  Army,  and,  being  sworn  in  due  form,  deposed 
and  said  :  that,  on  the  24lh  August,  he  was  stationed 
with  five  privates  over  a  quantity  of  public  stores  which 
had  been  daposited  in  a  frame  house,  said  to  belong  to 
WUIiam  H.  Washington,  at  the  foot  of  the  Potomac 
bridge,  in  Alexandria  county  ;  that  he  was  ordered  to 
take  care  of  the  said  stores  by  Lieutenant  Baden,  and 

attacked 
bout  three 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  as  soon  as  the  storm  that  day  had 
ceased,  the  deponent  saw  a  British  officer,  who  came 
to  the  draw  in  the  bridge,  on  the  Virginia  side,  and 
soon  after  returned  ;  that  a  number  of  British  soldiers 
were,  at  the  same  time,  at  the  toll-house  on  this  side  of 
the  nver ;  that  the  draws  on  the  bridge  had  been  raised 
the  night  before,  and  kept  up,  but  were  blown  down 
during  the  storm,  and  the  chains  that  raised  them  were 
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broken  ;  that,  aoon  afler  the  oflBcer  on  the  bridge  re- 
turned, a  cannon  shot  waa  fired  at  him,  the  deponent, 
from  the  Point  ;  and  this  deponent  thinking  that  the 
enemy  intended  an  attack,  and  not  having  the  means 
to  prevent  the  enemy  passing,  as  the  draw  was  broken, 
blew  up  the  stores  with  powder,  and  retired  with  the 
men  to  the  hdl  near  the  place ;  that  the  explosion  de- 
stroyed the  house  entirely,  there  being  a  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  powder  in  the  house. 

his 
PHILIP  -H  BOILIA.' 
mark. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  3d  day  of 
December.  1814.  DANIEL  RAPINE. 


LETTER  FRO.M  THE  CLERK. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Patrick  Magruder, Clerk  of  the  House,  partly 
in  explanation,  and  partly  ir.  refutation  of  the 
statements  of  the  .-elect  committee  appointed  to 
lake  into  con.«iideraiion  his  former  letter  respect- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  public  library. and  cer- 
tain papers  belonging  to  his  office,  during  the  lale 
incursion  of  the  enemy;  which  letter  was  read 
and  referred  with  the  said  report  to  a  select  com- 
mittee.    The  letter  is  as  follows  : 

Ofuck  Hocsi  or  RKPREsE?«TATivas,  U.S., 

Dectmber  17,  1814. 
Si»:  The  undersigned.  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, feels  himself  bound,  from  the  respect  due 
to  the  House  and  to  himself,  to  state  the  situation  in 
which  he  was  previous  to  the  destruction  of  his  office 
and  the  Library  of  Congress.  This  is  rendered  indis- 
pensably necessary  by  the  remarks  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  upon  his  accounts  for  disburse- 
ments of  the  contingent  money  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

It  must  be  very  distinctly  recollected  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  as  well  as  by  every  member  of 
the  House,  that  I  was  laboring  under  a  severe  indis- 
position during  the  whole  of  the  Fall,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  Winter  of  1813,  and  that  I  was  unable  to 
resume  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties  until  about 
the  first  of  January,  1^14.  After  the  rising  of  Con- 
greas  I  was  twice  violently  attacked  with  the  same 
complaint,  which  assumed  a  serious  appearance,  and 
threatened  my  life.  Under  these  circumstances,  my 
physicians  advised  me  to  visit  the  Springs,  as  a  meas- 
ure necessary  to  restore  my  health.  If  the  House  shall 
deem  it  necessary,  the  certificates  of  the  physicians 
will  be  procured  and  laid  before  them. 

When  I  left  this  city  I  can  say,  without  the  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  enemy  was  not  in  any  of  the 
rivers  leading  to  this  place,  or  that  their  force  was  suf- 
ficient, either  in  the  bav  or  on  the  coast,  to  justify  an 
expectation  of  an  attack  on  the  Seat  of  Government. 
I  believe  that  the  Heads  of  the  Departments  did  not, 
at  that  time,  contemplate  that  any  movement  would  be 
made  by  the  enemy  threatening  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. Under  these  circumstances  and  facts,  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  most  respectfully  asks 
leave  to  observe,  that  he  is  free  from  censure,  because 
of  his  going  to  the  Springs  to  recover  his  health,  which 
was  worn  down  by  a  conf>tant  and  assiduous  attention 
to  his  official  duties. 

With  renpect  to  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  charges  the  Clerk  and  those  in  his  em- 
ploy with  not  using  a  proper  degree  of  vigilance  and 
precaution  for  the  preservation  of  the  papers  appertain- 


ing to  the  office  of  the  House  and  of  the  Library  of 

Congress,  he  begs  the  House  to  refer  to  a  statement 
for  information  upon  this  subject  written  by  two  of  his 
clerks,  who  arc  known  to  be  gentlemen  of  respectabil- 
ity and  truth,  and  laid  before  the  Houi^e  on  the  22d  of 
September,  a  copy  of  which  he  herewith  presents, 
marked  No.  1. 

The  Clerk  has  further  to  observe  upon  this  subject, 
that  it  will  appear,  by  the  certificate  of  Captain  Burch, 
herewith  accompanying,  marked  No.  2,  that  two  of 
bis  clerks,   Mr.  Hamilton   and   .Mr.  Berry,  were  doing 
duty  in  his  company  of  artillery  from  the  19lh  of  Au- 
gust until  after  the  destruction  of  the  Capitol ;  that 
they  could  not  leave  the  camp  without  a  furlough  from 
the   Colonel    or  General,    which    was   never  granted 
them  ;  that  it  will  appear,  by  the  statement  of  Captain 
Bestor,  No.  3,  that  Mr.  Burch,  another  of   his  clerks, 
and  upon  whom  he  placed  much  reliance,  was  marched 
from  the  city,  and  continued  under  his  command  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  21st  of  August,  when  he  was  fur- 
loughed  by  General  Smith,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  Gen- 
eral Order  No.  4.    Mr.  Burch  did  not  gel  into  the  city 
until   nightfall  of  that  day.     Another  of  his  clerks. 
Colonel  George  Magruder,  who  was  the  commander 
of  one  of  the  regiments  then   in  the  service,  marched 
with  his  regiment,  and  continued  with  it,  as  was  his 
duty,  until  after  the  destruction  of  the  Capitol.    There 
was  then  only  one  clerk  left,  Mr.  Frost,  who  had  just 
before  been  appointed  in  the  office,  and  he  also  would 
have  been  taken  away  with  the  military,  if  he  had  not 
been  over  the  age  prescribed  by  law  for  mUitia  service. 
From  these  facts  it  results  that,   of  the  clerks  in  my 
employ,  those  in  the  company  of  Captain  Burch  had 
no  power  whatever  to  interfere  in  the  saving  of  the 
office   and  library   from    destruction;  that    Mr.  Burch 
could  not  do  anything  for  their  preservation  until  Mon- 
day, the  22d,  nor  could  Colonel  Magruder,  without  de- 
serting his  duties  in  the  field. 

On  the  22d  Mr.  Burch  and  Mr.  Frost  did  commence 
the  removal  of  the  office,  not  in  the  afternoon,  as  is 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  but  actually  in 
the  forenoon.  The  means  of  transportation  were  lim- 
ited for  three  days  previous,  and  on  that  day  the  com- 
mittee have  admitted  it  was  almost  impossible  to  pro- 
cure it  at  all. 

The  evidence  which  the  committee  have  procured 
from  the  Departments,  of  the  facility  which  they  found 
in  removing  their  papers,  can  have  no  bearing  on  the 
present  case,  as  these  Departments  began  to  pack  up 
on  the  18th  or  19th  of  the  month,  and,  in  fact,  removed 
before  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  ;  and,  consequently, 
had  all  their  means  of  transporution  in  readiness  pre- 
vious to  the  time  it  became  so  difficult  to  procure  it. 

The  Clerk  begs  leave  further  to  observe,  that  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  being  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Government,  had  much  better  means  of  procuring  cor- 
rect information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  than 
the  clerks  in  his  office,  whose  only  sources  of  informa- 
tion were  th«  common  reports  to  be  heard  in  the 
streeU ;  and  it  is  notorious,  that  the  public  mind  was 
in  darkness  and  ignorance  upon  the  subject  of  the 
strength  and  movemenU  of  the  enemy  ;  that  the  Heads 
of  DepartmenU  gave  orders  to  pack  up  their  papers,  as 
has  been  observed  before,  some  on  the  19th,  and  one 
even  on  the  18th  of  the  month ;  and  that,  as  many,  if 
not  a  majority,  of  their  clerks  were  over  the  age  of 
forty-five  years,  they  were  not  compelled  to  leave  the 
offices.  This  accounts  for  their  ability  to  pack  up  their 
papers,  and,  in  some  cases,  actually  to  remove  them, 
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wm«  in  the  power  of  my  clerks  to  commence 
^8ine»8. 
T  ^'  Clerk  niiist,  thereJ'ore,  i>e  permitted  to  say,  and 
he  i^/a  it  with  confidence,  that  those  in  his  employ 
werJjnot  guiJtV  of  nejjli<ence,  or  inattention  in  the 
presi'tTation  of  ^he  office,  unless,  indeed,  the  committee 
will  Jrove  that  »hcy  were  not  in  the  military  service ; 
ihatfcey  remained  during  the  whole  time  in  the  city  ; 
and  Viat  they  :ook  no  part  or  interest  in  its  preser- 
▼atK  «. 

>\-th  respect  no  the  Library,  he  aska  the  House  to 
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refertio  the  letter  of  Mr.  Frost,  marked  No.  5.  This 
g^eniijman  ac^el  as  under-librarian  ;  the  rest  of  the 
clerla  in  my  oli|ce  had  no  authority  or  control  in  that 
dep»^ment.        i 

egard  to  <he  contingent  expenses  of  the  House, 
chers  torjwhich  were  destroyed,  the  undersigned 
eave  to  slMte,  that  the' Committee  of  Accounts 
Iways  ha4  the  sole  control  of  the  disbursements 
funds  appropriated  for  this  object,  and  have  sane- 
all  the  payments  which  have  been  made  out  of 
eing,  fron'  the  nature  of  the  other  duties  of  his 
unable  tc»  attend  to  tbia  branch  of  the  business, 
it  w»  ,  confided  |)y  the  Clerk  to  Mr.  George  Magruder, 
hia  ].  Micipal  cle^k.  The  amounU  drawn  at  different 
tiroei,  from  the  Treasury  have  always  \>een  so  drawn 
unde,  I  the  dtreclion  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  af- 
ter th  i-y  had  received  satisfactory  information  that  the 
fund)  already  dr^wn  were  expended.  The  Committee 
of  A  counts  have  always  kept  a  record  of  their  ac- 
coun  ,,  as  well  a^  their  chief  clerk,  and  acted  as  a  check 
upon  ^uu,  the  updersigned  has  had  no  further  agency 
in  ih  same,  thijii  to  alFu  his  signature  to  them  when 
the  :  rms  of  otlce  required  it.  This  is  not  a  novel 
pracl  e,  but  id,  he  believes,  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
cont)  gent  exoelises  of  every  office  under  the  Govern- 
menl^  .>f  any  extint ;  the  chief  clerks  always  disbursing 
the  ntingerit  fund,  though  the  principal  is  responsi- 
ble f.j  the  samej  It  is  not,  therefore,  so  very  extraor- 
dmat^.  the  unijersigned  would  respectfully  suggest, 
that  "*  e  was  njtjablc  to  afford  to  the  committee  of  in- 
quiryj*  specifrc^ion  of  expenditures,  of  which  all  the 
acco  iiU  and  vciichers  were  so  unfortunately  destroy- 
ed. |Ie  greatly  I  regrets  that  the  chief  clerk  had  kept 
no  c'^^plicate  biiok  or  memorandum  of  the  accounts 
paid.Lwhich  coujd  supply  the  deficiency  of  that  destroy- 
ed, i:|conse<}ueijce  entirely  of  his  absence  on  duty  in 
tha  flld  oi  bati*e.  Could  the  event  of  that  day  have 
been  joreseen  six  hours  before  it  happened,  those  pa- 
pers    ad  probably  escaped   the  flames. 

It :  iiust  be  obiious  to  the  honorable  House  that,  out 
of  so-  urge  a  riia|is  of  accounts  of  a  miscellaneous  cha- 
racter as  are  psijd,  in  the  course  of  seven  months,  out 
of  th.  contingei^t  fund  of  the  House,  it  would  be  im- 
poaai«^e  for  ih?  ^^rson  having  paid  it,  to  recollect  more 
than  A  few  item|.  It  is  true  that  the  evidence  of  pay - 
ment>of  such  i^ccounts  may  be  collected,  in  a  great 
degrti,  by  the  %>luntary  testimony  of  tho«>c  to  whom 
the  lioney  w^sjpaid.  but  it  is  no  less  true,  that  this 
musjbe  a  worki  not  of  a  day  or  a  week,  but  of  time 
and  cjsearch.  Vhe  undersigned  has  taken  means,  by 
•  puftc  advertisement,  to  accomplish  this  object,  and 
will  Aot  fail  ti^  use  due  diligence  in  pursuit  of  it. 
vhile,  hr  ^ost  respectfully  suggesU  that,  to  ac- 
ira  of  deficiency  and  default  in  his  accounts,  be- 
ihe  part.cllar  items  of  disbursement  are  unascer- 
could  ni>t  enter  the  views  of  the  honorable 
Uou.>^  or  any  Ji^mber  of  it,  because  it  would  be  unjust 
in  lU.^i,  and  woijld  be  to  add  cruelty  to  that  pain  which 
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the  undersigned  has  already  suffered  from  the  loss  sus- 
tained in  his  office. 

After  these  general  obaerrations,  the  undersigned 
begs  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  few  remarks  on 
that  part  of  the  report  which  implies  an  unjust  state- 
ment as  to  two  of  the  very  few  accounts  which  he  or 
bis  chief  clerk  have  been  able  to  specify  as  having  been 
paid.  This  is  due  to  the  House  from  its  Clerk,  as  well 
as  to  his  own  conscious  rectitude,  and  to  a  reputation 
which  he  hopes  no  man  can  justly  impeach. 

First.  As  to  the  account  stated  by  the  committee  to 
be  overcharged  as  paid  to  the  messengers  and  servants 
of  the  House,  nothing  is  capable  of  more  satisfactory 
explanation.  These  {>er»ons  were  requested  to  furnish 
a  statement  of  the  amounts  they  had  severally  received. 
They  made  an  error  in  their  statements,  which  the 
honorable  committee  detected,  but  of  which  the  chief 
clerk  neither  participated  nor  had  information  until  it 
was  reported  to  the  House  by  the  committee,  and  which 
neither  he  nor  the  pentons  who  made  it  were  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  amend.  That  circumstance  is  more 
fully  explained,  and  the  undersigned  hopes  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  House, 
in  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr.  George  Magruder, 
marked  No.  7,  and  also  by  a  statement  of  the  princi- 
pal messenger  referred  to  in  his  letter. 

Secondly.  As  to  the  amount  which  the  committee 
appear  to  have  been  satisfied  was  overcharged,  as  hav- 
ing been  paid  to  the   printers,  the   undersigned  in  the 
absence  of  that  documenUry  proof,  which  would  have 
completely  satisfied  the  House  on  this  head,  (but  which 
was  destroyed  with  other  papers,  not  in  his  office,  but 
in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,)  begs  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  statement  of  facU,  in  order  to  refute, 
as  publicly  as  it  was  made,  the  charge  in   this  respect 
conUined  in  the  report  of  the  committee.     The  abstract 
obtained  from  the  Treasury  bears  date  the  14  th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814,  as  to  lU  settlement  at  the  .\uditor's  office. 
On  the  face  ot  it,  however,  it  is  stated  that  the  accounts 
settled  at  that  time,  were  up  to  the  seventh  only  of  that 
month,  and  the  probability  is,  they  were  not  up  to  that 
by  some  days,  as  it  is  well  known  that  papers  are  left 
for  settlement  at  the  Treasury  frequently,  and,  indeed, 
always  several  days  before  they  are  acted  upon.     Ap- 
pUcalion   has   been    made   by  my  order,  two   or    three 
times,  to  ascertain  the  date  of  the  deposite  of  that  ac- 
count at  the  Treasury,  »nd  have  as  often  been  answered, 
that  the  account  itself,  together  with  every  accompany- 
ing voucher,  is  lying  in  ashes  at  the  site  of  the  former 
Treasury  building.     It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  and  it 
is  doing  injustice  to  me,  for  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
to  l)e  giving  certificates,  that  means  of  transportation 
of  public  papers  were  everywhere  to  be  had  in  abun- 
dance, when  they  suffered  accounU  and  vouchers  of 
such  recent  date  to  be  burned.     The  papers   marked 
^o».  11  and  12,  herewith  submitted,  will  demonstrate, 
as  far  as  evidence  can  be  obtained,  not  only  that  these 
accounU  were  not  included  in  the  settlement  of  the  14th 
of  January,    1814,  but  that  the  Clerk  ought  to  have 
credit  on  that  head  for  a  sum  of  more  than  two  thou- 
sand dollars  than  he  claimed.     The  statement  of  Mr. 
Way,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Weightman,  will  exhibit 
how  liable  to  error  all  estimates  must  be,  collected  in  the 
unusual  manner  in  which  those  of  the  committee  were. 

The  schedule  marked  A,  which  accompanies  this 
report,  with  vouchers  from  No.  II  to  No.  17,  obtained 
since  the  committee  reported,  will  exhibit  a  further 
sum  to  be  credited  to  the  account  of  the  Clerk,  to  the 
amount  of  about  seven  thousand  duilara. 
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These  amounts  combined,  (nearly  seven  thousand 
dollars,)  with  cash  in  hand  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  as  estimated  by  the  chief  clerk  in  his 
statement  accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee, 
will  reduce  the  amount  of  expenditures,  for  which 
vouchers  are  not  yet  obtained,  to  about  one-half  of  the 
amount  of  deficiency  stated  by  your  honorable  com- 
mittee. 

Other  vouchers  of  a  like  character  will  be  duly  ob- 
tained, and  the  undersigned  does  not  despair,  in  a  sea- 
sonable time,  to  be  able  to  account  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  House  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  expenditures 
from  the  contingent  fund.  All  which  he  respectfully 
Koliciu  the  House  to  take  into  their  consideration. 

PATRICK  MAGRUDER. 

Hon.  SrEAKsm  of  the  House. 

TAX  ON  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 
An  engrossed  bill  (o  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintainine  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  liousehofd  furniture,  or  horses  kept  exclu- 
siTely  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watc*ips.  was  read  the  third  time;  and  on 
the  queslion,  ttiat  the  same  do  pa^s  ?  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays  46,  as  follows: 

Ybis — Messrs.  Alexander,  -\lston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Cuipeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din.  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonrn,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  Mc- 
Coy, McKv,  -McKim,  McLean,  .Moore,  Murfree,  Nel- 
•on,  Newton,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleas- 
ants, Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  I'dre^,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wil- 
son of  Penasylvania,  Winter  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigclow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  .Markell, 
Miller,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter. 
John  Heed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Slaymaker,  Sunford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusettt,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  WiUon  of  Massachusetts. 


Tlesday,  December  20. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ••  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  the  widow  of  E  LB  B I  DOE  Gerrv.  deceased, 
late  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales,  of  such 
salary  as  would  have  been  payable  to  him  during 
the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
had  he  so  long  lived,"  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  proceeded  fo  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  amendments 


proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate "  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty 
thousand  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States  against  invasion;"  and  the 
said  message  was  read  :  Whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  and  amendments  do  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Stockton : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  constitutionality  and 
expediency  of  imposing  a  direct  tax  upon  llie  District 
of  Columbia  and  the  several  Territories  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

Mr.  Pearson  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  ihe  following  words:  ''and  that  the 
Committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety and  ex})ediency  of  authorizing  the  several 
corporations  within  the  District  to  impose  adirect 
tax  on  the  public  property  therein." 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  that  the  resolution  do  lie  on 
the  table. — Negatived. 

The  queslion  was  then  taken  on  theamendment 
proposed   by  Mr.  Pearson,  and  negatived. 

The  resoiulioD  was  then  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  bill  lo  [irovide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ingthe  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  Stales,  and  providing  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same  ;  and  the  amendments  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  being 
read,  were,  in  part,  concurred  in.  and  in  part  dis- 
agreed to,  by  ttie  House. 

The  said  bill  was  further  ariiended. 
And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sharp  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  the  words  "  an- 
nually" out  of  the  following  clause  :  "  That  a  di- 
rect tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  be  hereby  annu- 
ally laid  upon  the  United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  wa.s  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  50.  nays  102, as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alston,  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of 
Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen, 
Boyd,  Bradbury.  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Butler,  Ca- 
perton, Calhoun,  Cuipeper,  Earle,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Hale,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Ma- 
con, Moseley,  Murfree,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  John 
Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford.  Strong,  Telfair,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  WUson  of  .Massachusetts,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dict, Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuth- 
bert, Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania.  Denoyelles,  Desha,  DuvaH,  Ely, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Findlev,  Fisk  of  New  \  or^  Forsyth, 
Geddes.  Gholson,  Goodwvn.  (."ourdin.  Griffin,  Gros- 
venor.  Hasbrouck,  Hawes^  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  New 
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Hobbifd^  Ing eraolL,  Ingham,  Inring,  Irwin,  Jack- 
Rhode  Uldnd,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
cky,  Keni  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kcr- 
Lefferts.'Lovett,  I^wndes,  Lyie,  MarWell,  Mc- 
McKini,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson, 
U)n,  Oaklj-y.  Ormfliy,  Parker,  Pickering,  Piper, 
nts,  PcUfJ,  W'ilhain  Reed,  Reaof  Pennsylvania, 
tM  Ringgold)  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman, 
j2|ert.  Sherw,>od,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
ovf.  Smith  of-Pennsyl\ania,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Tan- 
nehti,  Taylor^  Thompson,  IJdree,  Vosc,  Ward  of 
M^.achufetu.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wil- 
lia,^,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

r.  Yance^'  moved  further  to  amend  the  said 
^y  addini  thereto  the  following  section: 
iiC^  6e  it  further  enofttd.  That  this  act  shall  con- 
to  be  in  Torce  for  and  during  the  war  in  which 
nited  Slates  are  now  engaged  with  the  United 
Ki,^jnJom  of  (Jrcat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  de- 
pei^encies  thc^of,  and  until  the  expiration  of  the 
yeil  )n  which. the  said  war  shall  terminate,  and  no 
lon^^ 

if.  FiSK,  vl  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 

section  ijy  striking  out  all  thereof  from  the 

IreUn.d,"  and   insert,   '"and  for  one  year 

t^fter,  aqJ  no  longer."     And    the  question 

takea,  (t  was  determined  in  the  negative, 
he  quesiipn   was  then   taken  on  agreeing  to 
aid  sectii»n,  and  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tivK— yeas  >3r«  nays  7fe,  as  follows: 

18 — Mfsijs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 
BaJ,  Uarnett,  iiay  lies  of  Massachusetts,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brulkenridgc,  'Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
CaSjfjun,  Cl»»rl{,  Condici,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuth- 
beriUavis  of  Hennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Dosha,  Earle, 
¥o,Mity,  Frankjin,  (iaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Hale, 
arris,    Mawes.   Henderson,   Humphreys,  Hun- 


f  o^y, 
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geiwtd,  Kenne^ly.  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 

Kii^,  pf  Masaaihusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
wt-ewis,  Lcjwndes,  Macon,  McLean,  Murfree,  Pear- 
,*i>;-L-„.    11.. —   Khea  of  Tennessee,  Sharp,  Skin- 


Smith    o!>  Virginia,    Stanford,    Strong,    Telfair, 


fcr 

soi.Tlfickens,  ftiper 

neiu  Smith    o!>  Vir 

W^4ton,  Whjie,  and  Yancey 

C 
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**s — Mesirs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bradley,  ( 
ipion,  Chi;»ppell,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Comstoc 
Cooper.  Cjx,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of 

chi/talts,  DuvaM,  Ep}>es,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
Y^oS,* Forsyth, iJOurdin,(iritBn,  Grosvenor,  Hasbrouck, 
H^4ins,  Ho{iiiins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Ingersoll, 


Cannon, 
tock,  Con- 
Massa- 


In  JLajtn,  Irviug',  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  John- 
sore^'f  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
Yo  , Kil bourn;  Lovett,  I.yle,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKim, 
M(»,^tiomery,  l^foore,  Moseiey,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oak- 
ley|g(5rmsby.  '|*arker,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
t4,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rug- 
J?age,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker, 
li  of  New  k'ork,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stockton, 
li-hill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of 
lichuset;*,' Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wil- 
WilhOn  t^f  Massachusetta,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
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.  W»:dne8day,  December  21. 

n  McKeiJ,  from  the  Committee  on 


ihe  Pub- 
iicKitiiids,  ruafde  a  report  on  the  several  petitions 
froCi  an  habit  akits  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  re- 
latMi  to  cUitjis  to  lands  derived  from  the  Briiub 
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GoTernmeot;  which  was  read,  and  Mr.  McKee 

reported  a  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims 
to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houje. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  of  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars upon  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
am«nd  the  bill  by  striking  out  therefrom  the  41st 
section,  which  is  as  follows; 

"Sec.  41.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  towards 
establishing  an  adequate  revenue,  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  Government;  for  the 
punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  principal  and  in- 
terest, contracted,  and  to  be  contracted,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  contracts  respectively ;  and  for  cre- 
ating an  adequate  sinking  fund,  gradually  to  reduce, 
and  eventually  to  extinguish  the  public  debt  contract- 
ed, and  to  be  contracted,  the  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid 
shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected,  during 
the  present  war  between  the  United  Stales  and  Great 
Britain,  and  until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  com- 
pletely accomplished,  anything  in  the  said  act  of  Con- 
gress to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstand- 
ing. And  for  the  effectual  application  of  the  revenue, 
to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  direct  tax  laid  by  this 
act,  and  also,  by  and  from  the  direct  tax  laid  by  the 
said  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States,"  to  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  pledged:  Provided  always. 
That,  whenever  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
alter,  reduce,  or  change,  the  said  direct  tax  by  this  act 
laid,  it  shall  be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon  providing  and 
substituting  by  law,  at  the  said  time,  and  for  the  same 
purposes,  other  taxes  or  duties,  which  shall  be  equally 
productive  with  the  direct  tax  so  altered,  reduced,  or 
changed:  And  provided  further.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  in  any 
wise  to  rescind  or  impair  any  specific  appropriation  of 
the  said  direct  taxes,  or  either  of  them;  but  such  ap- 
propriation shall  remain  and  be  carried  into  effect, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law 
and  laws  making  the  same;  anything  in  this  act  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding." 

On  this  motion  a  very  interesting  but  desultory 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Yancey,  Cal- 
houn, Rhea.  Lowndes,  and  Telpair,  advocated 
the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Eppes,  Ingersoll,  Pot- 
ter. DuvALL,  Findley,  Ghosvenor.  Hawkins, 
Webster,  Pickebing.  Newton,  and  Nelson  op- 
posed it. 

The  advocates  of  the  motion  urged  that  they 
had  no  wish  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill,  but 
that  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  required  that 
a  direct  tax  should  be  laid  only  for  one  year,  and 
continued  no  longer  than  imperious  necessity  re- 
quired; that  the  Convtituiion  having  given  to 
Congress  the  power  to  control  the  taxes,  to  part 
with  it  for  a  series  of  years,  would  be  to  surrender 
their  Constitutional  power,  inasmuch  as  they 
could  not.  after  giving  the  proposed  pledge,  with- 
hold the  taxes  without  the  consent  of  the  two  other 
branches  of  the   Government;  that,   whilst   the 
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pledge  to  be  given  might  saddle  the  nation  for-  ! 
ever  with  a  land  lax,  it  was  not  necessary  to  the  \ 
maintenance  of  the  public  credit,  because  a  sufti-  | 
cient  sum  was  pledged,  by  the  bills  already  passed, 
for  the  annual   payment   of  the   interest   and  a  j 
portion  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt;  that  ' 
this  discovery  of  supporting  public  credit  by  ptedg-  j 
ing  an  annual  land  tax,  was  of  recent  date — for.  1 
during  the  Administrations  of  Washington  and 
AoA.MS.  when  the  Grovernment  would   naturally 
be  most  solicitous  for  the  establishment  and  in- 
vigoration  of  public  credit,  a  direct  tax  had  been 
imposed  but  one  year,  and  was  then  pledged,  as 
now  proposed;  it  was  ttyiog  too  suddenly  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  after  refusing  to  pledge 
anything,  to  pledge  all  the  resources  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  every  description  to  the  public  credit- 
or.    Various  arguments  were  also  urged  against 
the  pledge  for  the  continuance  of  this  tax,  derived 
from  lis  general  character;  it  was  a  tax.  it  was 
said,  unequal  in  its  character  on   different  sec- 
lions  of  the  Union,  and  unequal  in  its  operation 
frequently  when  not  unequal  m  its  amount,  owing 
to  the  local  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  nation,  and  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  Government  therein.     It  was,  be- 
sides, argued  that  direct  taxation  was  the  princi- 
pal resource  of  the  State  governments  for  revenue 
— because,  from  their  nature  and  relative  situa- 
tion, they  cannot  resort  to  internal  taxation ;  and, 
therefore,  a  direct  tax  ought  not  to  be  overcliarged, 
nor  too  long  persevered  in. 

The  arguments  in   opposition   to  the  motion 
were  various,  as  they  proceeded  from  one  or  the 
other  side  of  the  House.     They  were,  in  general, 
to  this  effect:     The  argument    against   parting 
with  the  power  of  taxation,  it  was  said,  would 
apply  as  well  to  the  pledges  contained  in  the  in- 
ternal tax  bills  (against  which   it   had  not  been 
suggested)  as  to  this;  and  was  besides  inconclu- 
sive if  correct,  inasmuch  as  the  House,  by  with- 
holding  appropriations,   over   which    it    had  an 
efficient  check,  could  at  any  time  coerce  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government  to  repeal  or  modify 
existing  taxes.     That,  though  in  ordinary  times, 
the  pledges  already  given   of  the  internal  taxes 
might  be  sufficient  to   maintain   public  credit,  it 
was  necessary  now  to  resuscitate  that  credit — in 
the  words  of  one  gentleman,  "to  dig  it  from  the 
grave;"  that  this  was  a  duly  peculiarly  devolving 
on  those  who   had    declared   and   supported  the 
war,  aod  ou  whom  devolved  the  responsibility 
for  Its  success  or  failure.     That  it  would  be  high- 
ly unjust  and  partial,  after  pledging  the  taxes  on 
the  materials  and  labor  of  the  artisan,  mechanic, 
and    poor    retailer — after,    in   fact,    pledging   the 
taxes  on  the  industry  of  the  community — to  re- 
fuse to   pledge  the  tax  on   its  solid  wealth  and 
landed  property,  dec.     That  this  pledge  of  a  land- 
tax,  as  a  foundation  for  borrowing  money,  would 
be  worth  much  more  than  all  the  internal  taxes 
put  together,  because  its  product  would  be  certain, 
whilst  the   products  of   the  other  taxes  must  be 
matter  of  estimate  and  conjecture.     The  argu- 
ment that  a  sufficient  amount  of  taxes  was  al- 
ready pledged  to  sustain  the  public   credit,  was 
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denied  any  weight,  because  it  made  the  eligibil- 
ity of  the  taxes  to  he  pledged  depend  on  the  pri- 
ority of  passage  of  several  bills  which  were  in- 
tended and  calculated  to  form  parts  of  a  general 
system  of  taxation,  dtc. 

Various  other  points  were  brought  into  discus- 
sion, as  to  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  in  regard  to  the  frequency  and  per- 
manency of  H  land  tax.  ttc,  and  on  the  merits  of 
ihe  present  and  former  systems  of  finance,  which 
could  nol  be  here  detailed  with  any  justice  to 
those  who  introduced  them. 

The  question  being  at  length  taken  on  this 
motion,  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  48, 
uav^  105,  as  follows: 

Y«A8 — Messrs.  Alston,  Bard,  Barnelt,  Baylies  of 
Massachusetts,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  Clark,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Earle,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Glaafow, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Henderson,  Humphreys, 
Hulbert,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong, 
Telfair,  Wheaton,  WUson  of  .Massachusetts,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\lexander,  .Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bigelow,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caldwell, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Corn- 
stock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Coxe,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Massachusetts, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Gourdin, Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawk- 
ins, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Miller,  Montgonaery,  Moore,  Moseiey,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Uakley,  Ormsby,  Parker.  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Poller,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Rot>ert8on,  Ruggles, 
Sage,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  I'ennsylvania,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tanae- 
hill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wil- 
cox, Wdliams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

Mr.  Potter  moved  to  amend  the  26lh  section 

of  the  bill,  by  strikins?  out  these  words:  •'Shall, 

I  within  ten  days  after  receiving  his  collection  list 

I  from  the  principal  assessors,  respectively,  as  afore- 

'  said;"  and  insertin?  ihe  word>.  "upon  receiving 

his  collection  lists,   shall    proceed  to  collect  the 

same,  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of 

I  the  Treasury,  on  such  day  as  shall  be  fixed  upon 

'  by  him,  which  day  shall  be  uniform   iq  all  the 

i  Stales." 

,  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
\  mined  in  the  negative — yeas  52,  nays  90,  as  fol- 
j  lows: 

'  Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bigelow, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Champion,  Cilley,  Condict,  Coop- 
er, Cox,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ely,  Gaston.  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hen- 
derson. HuilK-rt,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Law,  Lovett,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseiey, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
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mam  Rfejl.   Raffgrl".  8chareni«n.  Sheffey,  Shw- 

^^^.    Shiphfrd.    Slaymakcr,    Smith   of  New  York, 
rtford,  Siotkton,  t^tiirges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  , 
'^aasachmetU.    Ward    of   New    Jersey,    Webster,  ; 
Vfi|i;'aton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 
•5s>TS— Mef»r8-  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery,  ! 
Bj|4.  BarnetC,   Bines,  Bowen,   Brown,  Burwell,  But-  i 
lej  'Caldwull-    Calhoun,    Cannon,    Chappell,    Clark,  ; 
Cjpton,    Coiiistock,    Conard,    Crawford,    Creighton,  , 
cifibert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  ; 
J^l^ll.  Earle,  Eppes.   Farrow,  Fndley,  Fisk  of  New 
Vc'  i;.  Forn1•^.,   Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
B  ill  Harrw,"  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,   Hawkins,  Hopkins 
oj  |i{e,ntucky.  Hubbard,    Humphreys,   Ingersoll,  Ing- 
Jj,-^  .Irving.    Irwin,  Johnson   of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Ke>|Uv-ky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shrihk  Kilbouni,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North 
cJpina,   LetTirls,  Lowndes,   Lyle,  Macon,    Markell, 
%Fpy,   MfKim.   McLean.   .Moore,   Nelson,  Newton, 
OvfJfby,  Parker.    Pickens,   Piper,   Pleasants,    Kea   of 
Pt  ^rtsylvania,    Khea   of  Tennessee,    Rich,    Ringgold, 
RfcSifrtson,  ^«^e,    8eybert,  iSharp,    Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
^^im    Tannfihill,  Taylor,   Telfair,    Udree,   Williams, 
\^l»on  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

'^tr   StanStord  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill 
b^  inserting;  after  tiie  word   -'districts,"  in  the 
3^ll  line  of  Jthe  printed  bill,  the  following  words: 
^id  also,  at  like  certified  copy  for  each  county 
jbtrict  mithin  the  said   collectiou  districts,  to 
,fey  said  collector,  deposited  with  the  clerk  or 
lt,"nonot;irf  of  the  several  counties  or  districts." 
L.nd  the  ijuestion    being  taken,   it  was  deter- 
itrlii^d  in  ih*  negative. 

|r.  PorTER   moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  io- 
st^ing  the  following  as  the  41st  section: 

Wjc.  41.  A^d  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  per- 
%,\  who  shalj  pav  the  full  amount  of  his  taxes  on  or 
b< 'ife  the  tir^  day  of  June,  annually,  shall  be  entitled 
U,"iii  abatement  of  twelve  per  centum  on  the  amount 
oQi^  taxeii.  t>j  be  allowed  and  deducted  therefrom  by 
;;ollector;  and  if  not  paid  on  said  first  day  of  June, 
«hall  be  |aid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October, 
itially,  he. shall  be  allowed  a  deduction  of  six  per 
z^n-  on  the  Amount  of  his  taxes,  to  be  made  in  man- 
iAJaforesaidt  and  every  person  who  shall  neglect  to 
ip|»|his  taxen  until  after  the  said  first  day  of  October, 
<iil  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
al^i^um,  on  tHe  amount  of  his  taxes,  from  said  first  day 
o*  October,  .intil  paid,  to  be  collected  together  with 
^^h  taxes  due  and  payable  as  aforesaid. 
•  jAnd  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
i^med  in  the  negative. 

;j'Mr.  Kemnedt  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
twiking  uul  the  words  ''six  millions  of  dollars," 
i*  the  third;  line  of  the  first  section  of  the  printed 
Ifll,  and  inserting  the  words  ''four  millions  fire 
l\pdred  thousand  dollars." 
'And  the.  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
ujined  in  ilje  negative. 
5  Mr.  Ingchsoll  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
l^ing  the  fiollowing  .section: 

il|«c.  41.    And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 

^r»on  who  shall  pay  the  full  amount  of  his  taxes  on 

before  thej  rirst  day  of  June,  annually,  shall  be  enti- 

'■d  to  an  abatement  of  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  amount 

his  taxes, "jto  be  allowed  and  deducted  therefrom  by 

collector!  and  if  not  paid  on  said  first  day  of  June, 

[t  shall  be  baid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 


J 


•nnoally,  he  shall  be  allowed  a  deduction  of  aix  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  his  taxec,  to  be  made  in  man- 
ner aforesaid. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  words  "pas- 
sace  of  this  act."  in  the  tenth  line  of  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  printed  bill,  the  following  words:  "or 
specially  exempted  from  taxation  by  the  last  tax 
act  passed  by  such  State." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  December  22. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Ohio,  David 
Clendcnin,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Rezin  Beall,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "supplemen- 
tal to  the  acts  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several 
sums  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  three 
millions  of  dollars,"  with  an  amendment  ;  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  amendment  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  of  Missouri,  so  much 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business  as  relates  to  the  bill  permit- 
ting certain  locations,  and  granting  certain  dona- 
tions of  land  in  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the 
Missouri  Territory,  was  referred  to  a  committee 
to  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
report  recently  received  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  last  session,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
investigation  on  that  subject,  which  was  appointed 
in  March  last. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  bill  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expensesof  the  Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  lax 
upon  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Brigham,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows :  Mr.  Speaker,  taxing  the  people  to  raise 
money  to  enable  the  present  Administration  to 
perpetuate  the  war,  has,  lo  my  opinion,  no  con- 
nexion with  the  welfare  of  the  country,  or  the 
credit  of  the  nation.  And  being  opposed  to  the 
war.  of  course  I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill  for  its  support. 

War  is  a  great  calamity,  and  blasts  the  happi- 
ness of  those  who  are  involved  in  it,  and  is  now 
the  occasion  of  the  many  embarrassments  and 
distresses  so  sensibly  felt  in   these  United  States. 

Those  rulers,  whoever  they  be.  and  wherever 
they  are.  who  liaslily  and  unnecessarily  involve 
a  country  in  the  horrors  and  mischiefs  of  war, 
are  a  scourge  and  abhorrence  to  any  people.  My 
anxiety  for  peace  has  been  so  ardent,  that,  at  the 
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comraenccraent  of  the  session,  I  indulged  a  san- 
guine hope  that  the  present  war.  of  waste  and 
folly,  was  in  one  of  its  last  struggles,  and  that  its 
existence  would  soon  terminate.  I  fear  a  disap- 
pointment. The  Government,  although  unable  to 
prosecute  the  war,  do  not  seem  to  have  ability  and 
disposition  to  negotiate  a  peace.  And  in  this  sit- 
uation, unable  to  do  one  thing  or  the  other,  tell 
us  that  they  intend,  if  they  can  obtain  money  by 
taxing  the  people,  to  undertake  to  do  what  they 
have  already  found  by  experience  that  they  are 
unable  to  accomplish. 

To  devise  ways  and  means  to  raise  men  and 
raoHey  to  carry  on  the  war.  were  among  the  great 
and  weighty  matters  alluded  to  by  the  President 
in  his  proclamation,  and  what  induced  him  to 
convoke  Congress,  at  so  early  a  period, the  present 
session.  In  obedience  to  his  wishes  and  recom- 
mendations, Congress  have  been  very  industri- 
ously engaged  in  providing  the  means  to  enable 
the  Administration  to  prosecute  their  schemes  of 
misery,  and  have  prepared  a  frightful  increase  of 
taxes  and  burdens  for  the  citizens  of  the  country. 
If  the  several  laws  which  have  been  passed  this 
session  shall  be  carried  into  operation,  they  will 
be  sensibly  felt  by  this  people,  for  you  will  take 
from  them  not  only  their  money,  but  you  take 
their  personal  liberty  ;  you  will  take  from  them 
their  children,  and,  in  my  opinion,  you  will  take 
from  them  their  Constitutional  freedom.  And 
although  desperate  cases  may  require  desperate 
remedies,  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the 
present  state  of  things,  deplorable  as  it  is,  can 
justify  the  very  extraordinary  measures  which 
have  been  adopted. 

Sir,  I  consider  this  and  the  other  revenue  bills, 
and  the  army  bills,  component  parts  of  one  great 
war  system,  and  preparatory  to  another  Canadian 
campaign. 

Canada   is  marked  out  by  our   rulers  for  the  ' 
,  theatre  where  they  intend  again  to  exhibit  their  j 
bravery  and  their  blunders;  and  whoever  shall  see  ! 
the  result,  will  find  the  balance  on  the  side  of  the 
latter ;  and  to  aid  in  this  project,  we  are  about  to 
insult  the   miseries  of  the  people  by  increasing 
their  taxes. 

This  war.  in  my  opinion,  is  one  of  the  most 
unfortunate  and  distressing  that  ever  any  civil- 
ized nations  voluntarily  and  of  choice  plunged 
themselves  into.  And  although  it  is  of  our  own 
choice,  it  is  a  very  impolitic  war;  it  is  wrong  ab 
initio;  it  was  conceived  in  error;  it  was  of  pre- 
mature birth,  agonized  into  the  world  under  very 
inauspicious  circumstances,  and  without  prepara- 
tion for  its  support ;  it  is  like  its  father,  of  corrupt 
constitution,  of  feeble  understanding,  of  violent 
jjassioDs,  and  not  to  be  reasoned  with;  money 
has  been  its  aliment,  and  like  a  vulture,  it  has 
preyed  on  the  vitals  of  the  country  until  its  sub- 
stance is  devoured  and  its  Treasury  exhausted. 

In  this  impoverished  and  distressed  situation, 
the  friends  of  the  war  say  it  is  necessary  that  the 
people  should  be  taxed,  that  the  Administration 
may  have  millions  more  of  money  to  prosecute 
the  war.  It  does  not  however  follow,  because 
the  Administration  are  destitute  of  money,  that 


it  is  necessary  or  expedient  that  they  should  have 
more. 

You  would  not  say,  in  the  case  of  a  private  in- 
dividual, the  father  of  a  respectable  and  indus- 
trious family,  who  had  neglected  his  social  and 
paternal  duties,  wasted  and  expended  his  living 
and  their  earnings  in  profligacy,  in  rioting,  and 
drunkenness,  to  their  ruin  and  his  own  shame, 
that  without  any  evidence  of  repentance  or  refor- 
mation, it  would  be  necessary  or  expedient  that 
he  should  have  more  money  to  feed  his  lusts  and 
consummate  their  misery.  So  in  the  case  before 
us.  to  say  nothing  of  the  waste  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  paid  to  John  Henry,  it  seems  to  be  under- 
stood and  admitted,  that  there  has  been  great 
waste  of  public  money  in  the  War  Department. 
And  shall  we  tax  the  people,  and  raise  money  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  same  agents,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  same  purposes,  without  any  evidence 
of  reformation,  or  of  more  economy  or  discretion, 
and  without  any  regard  to  the  feelings  and  wel- 
fare of  the  great  American  family  ? 

Common  sense  and  common  prudence  forbid 
it ;  the  circumstances  of  the  people  forbid  it ;  nor 
do  I  conceive  that  the  honor  or  the  safety  of  the 
nation  will  justify  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  predicted  embarrassments  and 
distresses  in  our  public  affairs  are  before  us. 

We  witness  the  loss  of  national  prosperity  ;  the 
loss  of  the  public  credit;  and  we  witness  the  in- 
firmities of  our  rulers,  and  the  impolicy  of  their 
measures.  And  by  the  taxes,  exactions,  and  im- 
positions on  the  people,  authorized  by  this  and 
the  other  revenue  bills  already  passed,  we  are  to 
restore  national  prosperity  and  public  credit. 

I  am  sensible  that  money  is  wanted,  and  that 
our  rulers  have  come  to  their  7ie  plus  ultra;  they 
have  worked  up  their  stock,  their  Treasury  notes, 
and  their  loans;  they  have  expended  their  mil- 
lions and  tens  of  millions,  and  have  accomplished 
no  part  of  their  object,  the  conquest  of  the  Can- 
adas. 

And  now  in  the  fullness  of  their  political  wis- 
dom, and  with  all  the  gravity  of  statesmen,  they 
say  that  the  salvation  of  the  country  depends  on 
their  having  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
to  prosecute  their  system  of  measures  and  get 
possession  of  the  Canadas. 

The  bill  provides  for  six  millions  of  the  sum 
by  a  direct  tax  on  the  United  States. 

In  times  of  difficulty  like  the  present,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  advert  to  the  sources  from  whence  the  evils 
have  originated. 

The  system  of  policy  which  was  commenced 
in  the  year  1807,  and  which  has  since  been  in 
operation  ;  whose  character  and  objects  were  dis- 
tinctly settled,  and  fully  disclosed  on  the  never 
to  be  forgotten  18th  day  of  June,  1812,  bad  in  its 
rear  a  train  of  mischiefs  and  calamities  incident 
to  a  hopeless  and  unnecessary  war. 

The  country  is  now  perplexed,  tie  people  are 
distressed,  and  the  Government  jJmost,  it  not 
altogether,  bankrupt.  And  to  restore  national 
credit,  we  are  by  this  bill  to  caU  on  the  people  of 
these  United  Slates,  including  those  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  wbo  are  now  standing  on  their 
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deface  «ga)n«t  the  enemy,  without  aoy  support 
fro4*  the  Get|eral  Gorernment,  to  advance  their 
mo«ey,  am!  io  pay  beary  taxes,  to  enable  the 
A         •  -       "     ' 


.4^ 


kiioiscratido  to  prosecute  a  foreign  war. 
)is  nat.oii  has  fallen  from  the  elevated  rank 
wh^;h  It  oncf  held.  The  circumstances  of  the 
coimiiry  are  cianged  from  affluence  to  indigence, 
ant»iyora  glor^-  to  shame.  It  is  humiliating  when 
we  ebrapart"  jhe  existing  stale  of  our  public  af- 
'  Hud  inteijest  with  the  condition  and  circum- 
cj-s  o(  the'  nation  under  the  Federal  Admin- 
JtjoD.  Io;the  year  1801.  when  Mr.  Jefferson 
i.into  oSife,  he  told  the  nation  that  he  found 
thei  prosperuy  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  ex- 
peri  ^lent.  Apd  toward  the  close  of  his  Admin- 
istn  w^>Q,  he  ickformed  the  people  that  the  Naiional 
Tf«  ::^ury  wasjullandoverliowing.  Howisitnow? 
It  i'  ompty.  aid  resembles  more  the  exhausted  re- 
cei'^T  of  ari  wr  pump  than  a  National  Treasury. 
Wli^ce  thiak  mighty  change  from  wealth  to 
poverty?  itjcertainly  would  be  extraordinary 
li»'^  in  order^  and  w^^U  regulated  people,  under 
a  fniihful  a^cj  wise  Administration,  should  have 
falllii  from  ^  situation  so  prosperous  to  such  a 
st|i^r<^f  poverty  and  disgrace. 

'4<i  what  sl^^ll  we  atiribuie  these  misfortunes 
0^  the  countrjy?  Our  halcyon  days  seem  to  be 
p»si|ind  instead  of  peace  and  prosperity  we  have 
wfl4;ind  adversity. 

:^  preseni  state  of  things  is  truly  alarming  ; 
;■  must  tjj  something  rotten  in  the  slate  of 
D^t;tiiark;  ttD«i  there  is  no  rule  of  evidence  so 
ccJni-Uisive  of^he  merit  or  demerit  of  an  Admin- 
isjriljon  as  il^e  happiness  or  misery  of  the  people. 
IJe  peopleV)f  these  United  States  are  depressed. 
,»ot  subdued ;  nor  will  they  quietly  submit  to 
yslaved  bV  the  hands  of  tyranny,  either  for- 
or  domtsiic.  They  have  in  times  past  re- 
traled  against  ihe  oppressive  mea.«ures  of 
r  own  Qovernnient,  but  without  success, 
now  they  have  nothing  to  expect  but  the  in- 
,e  of  taxtip. 

appears  ^o  me  ihat  those  who  now  hold  the 
inies  of  ihis  nation  are  as  insensible  of  the 
es^es  an^  deprivations  occasioned  by  their 
sures  as  k  they  were  locked  up  m  ihe  lomb 
of^^ath.         I 

'he  Admilistration  say  that  they  want  money, 
ao(  mustha*eu.  And  they  tell  you,  in  language 
ch  cannot  be_^isunderstood,  that  they  intend 
uaploy  ihf  rao'ney  of  the  people  and  the  cour- 
of  the  pujr  to  subdue  llie  neighboring  prov- 
es. Theyl  seem  to  have  a  fatal  passion  for 
and  wi'li  no  belter  motive  for  its  continu- 
'  than  lo  fevenge  iheir  own  morti6catioo. 
am  readjr  to  admit  that  money  is  the  sinew 
ard  H  am 
carry  it  on 
sensif>le  that 
co|ia)ensuraje  wiili  their  objects  wiiliout  oppress- 
ipl  the  peupj'e — a  people,  loo.  who  complain,  and 
n,cj  without  (ause.  of  their  public  burdens;  who 
ar*  innocenlfand  unoffending;  who  feel  no  in 
te  Jst 
w 


ag( 
in 
w 
ao 


ol  (Aar, 

caiuot 
eqlailly 


sensible  thai  the  Government 
without  money  ;  and  am 
they  cannot  ubtain  money 


in  ttie*  success  of  ihis  Canadian  war,  and 
have  Dfjt  m  the  slightest  degree  been  the 


m:  'iors  of  it.» 


I  am  aware  that  the  Oovernment  are  embar- 
rassed, that  money  has  been  wasted,  and  that  the 
Treasury  is  empty  ;  but  notwithstanding  the  state 
of  our  public  funds,  or  rather  no  funds,  I  do  not 
feel  myself  bound  by  any  rule  of  duty,  moral  or 
political,  in  good  conscience,  or  sound  policy,  to 
vote  for  this  bill,  or  any  other  revenue  bill,  know- 
ing the  object  to  which  the  money  is  to  be  ap- 
plied. Sir,  I  would  sooner  consent,  were  these 
taxes  now  assessed,  collected,  and  the  money  ia 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  that  it  should  suffer 
the  same  fate  with  the  Navy  Yard,  and  there  be 
consumed,  under  the  direction  and  superintend- 
ence of  the  President  and  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments, than  it  should  be  applied  lo  worse  than 
waste — to  the  support  of  an  offensive  war. 

The  Government,  for  years,  have  been  making 
experiments  on  the  people,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
have  been  marching  on  in  the  broad  road  to  de- 
struction ;  they  have  expended  millions  of  money, 
and  are  now  destitute  and  unable  to  fulfil  their 
promises  or  to  execute  their  contracts.  Shall 
they  have  more  money  to  waste  in  the  same  use- 
less manner?  I  say,  no!  Furnishing  them  with 
more  money,  to  be  applied  to  their  schemes  of 
aggrandizement,  will  seal  ihe  fate  of  these  United 
States,  and  render  their  ruin  more  certain. 

We  have  secured  no  important  advantage  by 
all  the  blood  and  treasure  which  have  been  ex- 
pended for  foreign  conquest;  we  have  gained 
nothing,  either  in  reputation  or  territory,  and 
hare  realized  little  else  than  disaster  and  suf- 
fering. 

Is  there  not  reason  to  call  in  question  the 
moral  as  well  as  the  political  rectitude  of  the 
measure?  And  if  we  are  fighting  against  Him, 
whose  arm  is  omnipotent,  we  shall  surely  be  de- 
feated ;  we  cannot  succeed  ;  we  shall  be  disgraced, 
if  not  destroyed.  I  have  been  uniformly  opposed 
to  the  present  war,  and  do  not  feel  sensible  that 
I  have,  in  my  political  conduct,  been  acce.ssary 
to  the  deplorable  situation  in  which  the  country 
now  is  ;  nor  do  I  feel  responsible  for  the  present 
system  of  measures,  nor  for  money,  to  enable  the 
Administration  to  perpetuate  the  mischiefs  which 
they  have  originated. 

The  granting  of  money  and  the  laying  of  taxes 
to  carry  on  the  war  against  Canada,  will  not  only 
increase  the  burdens,  but  the  dangers  of  ray  con- 
stituents, for  the  character  of  the  war  I  consider 
the  same  now  as  at  its  commencement. 

I  know  It  has  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  and  denied  by  others,  that 
the  war  has  assumed  a  new  character  ;  that  now 
it  IS  a  war  of  defence.  I  do  not  so  consider  it. 
The  war  of  defence  spoken  of,  is  a  war  of  the  in- 
dividual States,  and  they  are  forced  into  it  by  the 
measures  of  the  General  Government.  It  is  a 
natural  consequence — a  result  which  was  pre- 
dicted at  the  time  war  was  declared  ;  and  no  man 
of  sound  understanding  could  imagine  that  the 
British  Government,  while  ours  were  invading 
her  provinces,  would  innocently  float  with  her 
hundreds  of  ships  on  our  extended  and  almost 
defencelesa  seacoast,  and  do  nothing  to  divert  the 
American  forces  from  invading  her  territory. 
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Id  the  original  compact,  provision  was  made 
for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  several  in- 
dividual States,  and  it  was  considered  ao  impor- 
tant provision,  and  of  some  security.  But  several 
of  the  States,  particularly  Massachusetts,  derive 
no  benefit  or  advantage  from  this  provision  in  the 
Constitution. 

The  Administration  are  inattentive  to  their 
Constitutional  duties;  this  will  appear  by  the 
correspondence  between  Governor  Strong  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  War ;  not  only  so,  but 
the  General  Government  have  refused  to  in- 
demnify Massachusetts  for  the  expenses  incurred 
in  a  war  of  defence,  occasioned  and  made  neces- 
sary by  iis  own  measures.  An  attack  on  Canada 
I  consider  a  challenge  to  ihe  enemy  to  molest  our 
seaboard,  and  to  annoy  and  interrupt  the  cities 
and  seaport  towns.  And  shall  I,  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  Massachusetts,  consent  to  load 
the  citizens  of  that  State  with  taxes  to  prosecute 
the  war  iigainst  Canada,  and  leave  them  to  de- 
fend themselves  at  their  own  expense? 

Sir,  I  trust  that  I  shall  never  be  so  insensible 
of  my  duty,  to  the  principles  of  justice,  or  so  re- 
gardless of  the  rights  and  interest  of  my  con- 
stituents. The  principles  of  justice  and  of  hu- 
manity, in  my  opinion,  forbid  the  delegation  of 
Masssachusetts  to  vote  for  this  or  any  other  tax 
bill  while  the  State  is  abandoned  by  the  General 
Government,  and  that,  too,  in  the  time  of  peril 
and  danger,  and  for  no  other  cause  than  that  the 
State  declined  pulling  her  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  one  of  their  cast-off  Generals. 

Though  I  have  indirectly  expressed  an  opin- 
ion of  the  duly  of  my  colleagues,  I  am  very  sen- 
sible that  they  do  not  stand  in  need  of  my  advice 
on  this  or  any  other  subject;  nor  do  I  presume  to 
pledge  the  part  which  they  may  act ;  I  pledge  no 
man,  nor  do  I  authorize  any  man  to  pledge  me, 
or  the  part  which  1  may  act,  without  consulta- 
tion or  consent. 

There  is  another  serious  objection  to  the  impo- 
sition of  these  taxes.  There  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  object  to  justify  the  furiher  sacrifice  of 
men  or  money.  The  causes  of  the  war  are  re- 
moved ;  the  Orders  of  Council,  which  were  the 
principal  ground  on  which  the  war  was  predi- 
cated and  declared,  were  revoked  before  there 
was  a  single  trespass  committed  ;  before  even 
General  Hull  had  issued  his  proclamation;  be- 
fore the  inhabitants  of  Canada  had  been  inter- 
rupted, or  the  laws  of  humanity  and  justice  vio- 
lated, and  before  that  soil  had  been  stained  with 
the  blood  of  native  Americans. 

At  that  time  the  enemy  seemed  disposed  to 
hold  out  the  olive  branch;  they  proposed  an 
armistice,  but  without  effect.  The  bosom  of  our 
Executive  was  then  so  swollen  with  Napoleon 
prospects  and  the  glory  of  war,  and  so  regardless 
was  he  of  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  people, 
that  he  laughed  at  their  calamities,  and  refused 
to  restore  the  blessings  of  peace. 

He  said  that  the  war  was  successful,  and  must 
be  continued  until  the  claims  on  the  subject  of 
impressment  and  seamen's  rights  were  secured, 
or  we  had  appealed  to  arms  m  vain,  and  could 


DO  longer  be  ccosidered  an  iDdependeDt  natioD. 
Examine  the  subsequent  documents  and  the 
letters  of  instructions  given  to  the  Commissioners 
at  Ghent,  and  then  decide  od  the  soundness  of 
his  declaration.  In  the  letters  of  instruction  of 
the  25th  and  27ih  of  June.  1814,  he  authorizes 
the  Commissioners  to  stipulate,  that  the  subject 
of  impressment,  together  with  that  of  commerce, 
may  be  referred  to  a  separate  negotiation;  nay. 
further,  he  instructs  them  ihal,  on  mature  cou- 
sideration,  it  had  been  decided  that  under  all  the 
circumstances  incident  lo  a  prosecution  of  the 
war,  they  might  omit  any  stipulation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment,  and  that  the  question  might 
be  so  disposed  of  as  to  form  no  obstacle  to  a 
pacification. 

In  his  letter  of  August  the  llih,  he  says  to  the 
Commissioners,  that  the  Government  can  go  no 
further,  because  it  will  make  no  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  or  honor  of  the  nation. 

And  hence  it  appears,  from  the  President's  own 
showing,  that  the  war  has  been  continued  for 
more  than  two  years,  without  having  either  the 
rights  or  honor  of  ihe  nation  for  its  object ;  which, 
in  my  mind,  is  highly  reprehensible,  and  without 
excuse. 

Another  objection  which  I  have  to  this  bill, 
and  the  placing  of  more  money  in  the  hands  of 
our  rulers,  is  their  incapacity  lo  conduct  the  war. 
They  are  incompetent  to  manage  a  war  of  de- 
fence, much  less  a  war  of  offence. 

For  the  correctness  of  this  remark,  I  will  turn 
you  to  the  battle  of  Bladensburg  ;  there  you  have 
a  specimen  of  the  military  talents  of  our  chief- 
tain and  his  associates,  all  of  whom  were  struck 
with  terror  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  British 
uniform.  They  were  terrified  at  the  sight  of  aa 
enemy  they  had  long  affected  lo  despise.  Their 
passion  for  war  seemed  then  to  be  suspended; 
they  fled  where  none  pursued  ;  and,  with  the 
usual  courage  of  vain  boasters,  made  their  escape, 
leaving  their  troops  to  their  own  discretion,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  to  the  mercy  of  an  ex- 
asperated enemy;  and  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  American  forces  put  spurs  to  his  steed,  and 
not  venturing  to  look  back,  supposed  the  enemy 
perpetually  at  his  heels,  and  fled  to  the  raouniains 
of  Virginia. 

The  enemy   having  put   our   army  to  flight, 
marched  unmolested  into  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, and  there  destroyed  what  of  the  public  prop- 
erty had  escaped  the  not  less  destroying  hand  of 
our  rulers.     And  where  now  is  your  magnificent 
Palace  ;  where  is  yonder  splendid  Hall,  with  its 
drapery  and   trappings;   where  are  your   public 
offices?     Why,  they  are  like  the  cities  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  turned  to  ashes,  and  we  are  uit- 
nesses  of  the  disgraceful  catastrophe.    Had  the 
enemy   with    such    advantages    been   under   the 
command  of  a  coward,  no  question  but  the  whole 
ciiy  would  have  been  laid  io  ruiDs>    No  sooner 
had  ihe  British  retired,  and  our  Commander-in- 
Chief  been   notified   that   he   might  return  with 
perfect  safety,  than  he,  with  his  ordinary  heroism 
and   magnanimity,  returned  back  into  the  city, 
calling  on   the  nation  manfully  to  chastise  the 
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Br.Lsh  for  tjjeir  vandalism,  and  for  frightening 
aoc^riTiog;  tl^e  American  Captaiii-Greneral  from 
h:    "^ 
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imstancp;*  with  or  without  courage,  he  prob- 
would  htve  been  arrested  and  tried  for  his 
by  a  coUjt  martial — an  evil  which  he  has 
otui  'suffered,  ;tnd  is  new  the  living  monument  of 
theV''''*"^^n''i  sparing  mercy. 

I^jie  condition  of  the  country  is  every  day  be- 
C0D\)ng  more>tad  more  alarming  ;  and  the  only 
mrai^  in  our*power  to  correct  the  extravagance 
of  cjr  rulers,  i(nd  to  check  them  in  their  progress 
to  ^iin,  is  to;:withhold  supplies,  and  to  do  this  I 
coni'der  both  *>atriotic  and  Constitutional. 

l*ie  advocates  of  the  war.  and  those  who  are 
des^ous  to  continue  it,  say  there  is  no  other 
cou^^e  for  thepi  but  to  pursue  the  present  system 
of  I  ifasures.  ^nd  ask  what  else  can  they  do?  I 
W(l,  !|inswer:  change  the  character  of  the  war. 
aba  cion  the  liad  project  of  conquering  the  Can- 
acia  ;  deal  juttly  with  your  own  citizens,  and 
ma;  i^nimous^y  with  your  enemy;  recall  your 
Y>T\\  ireers,  withdraw  your  troops  from  Canada, 
and  inake  it  notorious  that  the  war  is  really,  and 
in  t,  |i;t,  a  war  tif  defence.  If  it  shall  then  be  con- 
tin^  fi,  it  willjbecome  the  war  of  the  enemy,  and 
no  »8ger  the  American  war  for  conquest. 

I»pi  sensiblji  we  have  a  haughty  and  powerful 
enelijr  to  contjcnd  wi:h,  who  manifest  a  disposi- 
tiotjii)  convinte  the  American  Government  that 
it  i-ioot  for  th^ir  interest  to  quarrel  with  them. 

"^It  I  appre^iend  our  rulers  might  have  peace. 
<*y  were  ijeally  pacific,  if  they  would  under- 
lo  negotiat 


if  I 
tak 
wo 

to 


tA  to  negotiate  a  peace  in  the  spirit  ot  it,  and 
)a(i  tliems«*|ves  cease  to  do  wrong,  and  learn 
(4  well. 

1 


|fth   these*  impressions  I  ara  opposed  to  the 
tge  of  tliii  and  all  other  bills  intended  to  raise 
;r  money  J)r  men  for  the  purpose  of  pushing 
tbie^v^ar  into  Granada. 

jV  need  njaddition  to  the  skirts  of  our  North- 
ern territory  J  nor  shall  I  ever  consent  to  pur- 
chase misery  knd  disgrace  at  the  price  of  blood 
ai|Q4t^casure.  | 

question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
tbfeStjll.  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  106, 
D^»  !53,  as  follows  : 

fi^n — MeMJrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
B«ti^,;Barnett,  l^incs,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Ciilfuell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clenden- 
m\  >  k>pton,  Co^stock,  Conard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
•  Culhheri,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoy- 
Desha,  {)uvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evann,  Farrow, 
{fey,  FisW  ui  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
yth,  Franljlin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Gnf- 
iroavenor,;  Hams,  Haabrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Jlrins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Irfg^i>cll,  In^h^ra,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
J4t.|.jon  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
>(a>y(and,  Ke^,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
C|u{^^na,  Lefftrts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee, 
V^c4-»DQ  McLetn,  Montgomery,  Moore,  .Murfree,  Nel- 
•lyjiNewton,  QakJey,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 


Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virg'a,  Stockton,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  N.  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Coop«r,  Culpeper, 
Davis  of  MassachusetU,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddea,  Hale, 
Hall,  Henderson,  Hulbcrt,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kennedy,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed.  Ruggies, 
Schureman,  Shcffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slayinaker, 
Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  of  the  Senate 
announcing  their  agreement  to  some  and  disa- 
greement to  others  of  the  amendments  made 
by  the  House  to  their  bill  for  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  call  into  service 
80,000  militia. 

[Amongst  the  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the 
Senate,  was  that  reducing  the  term  of  service 
from  two  years  to  one  year,  and  that  authorizing 
the  Executive  to  make  requisitions  on  the  militia 
officers  directly,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  the  Gov- 
ernors to  comply  with  the  demand  made  on  them 
for  this  object.] 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  and  the  amendments 
thereto. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table,  (for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing up  a  more  urgent  message  from  the  Senate  ;) 
which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Calhodn;  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Ingha.m  and  Mr.  Fisk,  and  was 
negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed, a  short  debate  arose. 

Mr.  GASTon,  of  North  Carolina,  rose,  he  said, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  single  fact: 
The  bill — tlie  indefinite  postponement  of  which 
was  now  moved — it  had  been  slated  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  would 
cost  the  United  Stales  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
Before  encountering  this  vast  expenditure,  the 
House  ought  to  feel  a  moral  certainty  that  some 
benefit  wuuld  result  from  it,  in  some  degree  com- 
mensurate with  the  magnitude  of  the  expendi- 
ture. So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  the  strong- 
est sentiment  expressed  in  favor  of  the  bill  was  a 
hope  that  some  benefit  would  result  from  it.  This 
amount  of  money,  he  thought,  had  better  be  ex- 
pended in  the  old-fashioned  way  of  procuring 
recruits.  This  bill,  he  added,  had  done  more  to 
impede  the  adoption  of  efficient  mea.sures  by  Con- 
gress and  the  Government  than  any  bill  which 
had  been  before  them.     The  time  employed  on  it 
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would  have  been  much  better  spent  in  devising 
means  to  fill  the  Treasury,  <fcc.,  than  on  a  bill 
which  he  believed  would  produce  so  little  effi- 
cient good  to  the  country.  He  trusted  the  House 
would"  now  put  an  end  to  this  project,  and  era- 
ploy  the  money  in  the  old-fashioned  way  of  filling 
the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army.  Mr.  G.  purposely 
avoided  renewing  the  discussion  on  the  Consti- 
tutional question,  on  which  he  was  persuaded 
enough  bad  been  said. 

Mr.  Troop,  of  Georgia,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gas- 
ton's objections,  on  the  score  of  expense,  said  the 
gentleman  was  perhaps  not  aware  that— the  war 
continuing  on  its  present  footing;  the  undivided 
power  of  the  enemy  employed  against  us  in  lime 
to  come,  as  it  had  been  in  lime  past — the  Govern- 
ment  must  incur  an  expense  for  defensive  pur-  i 
poses,  in  the  ensuing  year,  of  not  twenty  merely,  ' 
but  of  forty  millions  of  dollars.     This  was  a  fact  | 
from  which  gentlemen  must  not  at  this  moment  | 
shrink.    Gentlemen  musl  remember,  that,  if  Con- 
gress are  not  either  able  or  not  willing  to  encoun- 
ter this  expense,  the  safely  of  the  country  will  be 
jeopardized,  its  existence  endangered. 

Mr.  Gaston  observed,  that  his  objection  to  the 
expense  to  be  caused  by  this  bill,  was  not  that  it 
was  too  much  to  be  expended  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  The  gentleman  had  misappre- 
hended him.  if  he  supposed  that  he  thought  any 
expense  too  great  to  accomplish  that  object.  His 
objection  was,  that  the  bill  peremptorily  demand- 
ed the  expenditure  of  so  much  money,  without 
any  certainly  that  such  an  expenditure  would  be 
necessary.  If  this  law  were  not  to  pass,  there 
vet  remained  in  fxistence  an  act  authorizing  the 
President  to  call  into  service  the  militia,  to  serve 
for  six  months.  He  therefore  saw  no  necessity 
for  passing  a  law  compelling  him.  whether  he 
deemed  it  necessary  or  not,  to  call  into  service  so 
many  militia,  to  serve  for  so  long  a  term. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  remarked,  that  the 
statement,  to  which  allusion  had  been  made,  that 
this  bill  would  cause  to  the  United  States  an  ex- 
pense of  S20,000,000.  was  altogether  hypothetical, 
and  he  could  not,  for  his  part,  see  on  what  data 
it  had  been  founded.  The  bill  had  an  object  in 
view,  viz  :  to  obtain  men  to  carry  on  the  war. 
It  offered  to  the  militiamen  to  be  draughted,  the 
alternative  of  furnishing  substitutes  in  the  shape 
of  recruits  for  the  regular  army.  If  it  produced 
regulars,  it  would  be  of  the  good  old-fashioned 
sort,  which  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
so  much  desired,  which  were  in  the  same  way 
obtained  during  the  Revolution.  If  so,  the  very 
benefit  would  result  which  the  gentleman  desired, 
of  recruiting  the  army  ;  and.  whether  it  had  this 
operation  or  not,  the  statement  of  the  expense 
was  allogethcr  speculative. 

Mr. Gholson,  of  Virginia  said,  no  man  would 
go  further  than  him  to  raise  a  powerful  regular 
army,  in  any  way  deemed  most  expedient.  But 
he  considered  it  his  bounden  duty,  enjoined  on 
him  by  the  consideration  of  what  lie  owed  to  his 
country  and  himself,  not  ro  give  his  assent  to 
any  such  project  as  that  embraced  in  the  hill  now 
before  the  House.   He  believed  it  would  bring  ruin 


on  the  country  ;  that  it  would  prolong  the  war,  by 
creating  a  dependence  on  a  broken  reed  ;  and  he 
was  unwilling,  therefore,  to  squander  the  treasure 
of  the  nation  on  any  such  project.     We  shall  be 
visited   next  Spring   by  one  of  the   most  power- 
ful armies   ever  seen    among   any   people.     He 
asked  gentlemen  if  tbey  were  willing  such  an 
army  should  be  met  by  a  raw.  undisciplined  mili- 
tia?    He  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  militia  ;  he 
acknowledged  them  brave  and   high  spirited — 
but,  if  every  man  were  as  brave  as  Ca?sar.  with- 
out discipline,  they  would  not  be  considered  as 
ccropeteat  to  meet  and  contend  with  the  veteran 
regulars  of  the   enemy.     As  a   militia   bill,  this 
would  not  be  approved  by  the   country  ;  and  it 
was  nothing  but  a  militia  bill  at  last.    Let  us 
not,  said  he,  turn  aside  from  the  lessons  of  expe- 
rience.    From    the   time  of  Washington   to  this 
day.  few  men  of  military  character,  he  said,  had 
ever  recommended  the  adoption  of  such  a  system 
as  this. 

.Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  it  was  as  pain- 
ful to  him,  and  no  doubt  to  the  House,  to  hear 
arguments  advanced  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
which  ought  not  to  have  one  moment's  infiuence, 
as  to  take  up  a  single  moment  of  the  House  in 
deliberating  on  a  question  which  had  been  ban- 
died about  the  House  for  weeks.  He  would  only 
say  that  this  was  the  only  proposition  which  had 
been  offered  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
yet  it  was  opposed,  on  one  hand,  because  it  was 
too  energetic,  and  on  the  other  because  it  was 
said  to  be  feeble  and  inefficient.  He  would  not 
dwell  on  the  subject;  but,  rather  than  obtrude 
himself  on  the  House  in  debating  a  question  on 
which  every  man's  mind  was  made  up,  he  would 
only  observe,  that,  if  this  bill  was  rejected,  they 
would  have  no  dependence  for  defence  but  on 
six  months'  militia,  and  on  that  point  he  confi- 
dently rested  the  issue  of  ihis  question. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks,  principally  to  show  an  error  in  the 
statement  of  the  comparative  utility  of  twenty 
millions  as  employed  in  the  recruiting  system,  or 
in  the  defraying  the  expenses  arising  from  the 
present  bill.  In  the  one  case,  he  said,  it  would 
require  another  twenty  millions  to  support  for  one 
year  the  troops  to  be  recruited,  and  in  the  other, 
the  twenty  millions  would  suffice  for  one  year's 
maintenance.  The  present  bill  would,  he  believ- 
ed, produce  a  regular  force;  it  might,  however, 
produce  a  militia  force,  which,  if  such  were  the 
effect  of  the  bill,  would  be  of  a  quality  superior, 
from  their  extended  term  of  service,  to  ordinary 
militia. 

The  question  of  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  negative.  For  the  motion  69,  against 
it  83,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  B»yll*'«  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge, Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cil- 
ley, Cooper,  Coi,  Culpeper,  Dana.  Davenport,  Davig 
of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Henderson,  How- 
ell, Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  .Massachu- 
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setti  ■  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon.  Markcll,  Miller, 
M«»«  Icy.  Oakley.  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter. 
Joh(  Heed,  Wiiiiam  Reed,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schuretnan, 
Hh({  ay,  Hherv*ood,  Shipherd,  iSkinner,  Slaymaker, 
Smj  ^of  New  Vork,  Stanford.  Stockton,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gari,  ,  Thonif<»oii,  V'ose,  Webster,  W'heaton,  White, 
Wi    01,  WilsoB  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

^  ITS — Messjs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard, 
Bai'  ,att.  Bines.  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Ch^pell,  Clendenin,  Clopton,  Comslock,  Condict, 
Crt'fofd,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Ear^',  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
FisKof  New  York.  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Clood- 
wyrl  Uourdin.  <inf!in,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes.  Haw- 
king Hopkins  «f  Ky.,  Humphreys.  Ingham.  Irving. 
Irwi.Johiistin  of  \'a..  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Matjl»nd,  Ker8|iaw,Kill.ourn,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lenris,  Lownjics,  Lyie.  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
MrKan,  Montijomery.  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, •JrniBby,  Parker.  Pickens.  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea 
of  Rrinsylvaniii,  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevj|ii  Seybert,  Sharp.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  \J,j;inia,  Strang,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udtiie^  Ward  ijf  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Peivc-iiylvania,  ayid  Yancey. 

hie    Spea<cer    then    proceeded   to   state    the 

iidnaents  of  this  House,  in  which  the  Senate 

h'fused  10  concur. 

;  e  first  of  these  amendments  was.  that  which 

pjies  to  strike  out  two  years   and   insert  one, 

'•  term  for  which  the  draughts  s.hail  be  held 

■fice. 
M^.'  Hawkiks.  of  Kentucky,  moved   iha'   the 
HoUie  recede  Jirom  this  amendment,  so  as  to  fix 
twa^'^ars  as  the  term  of  service. 

i<;questiori  on  this  motion  was  taken  by  yeas 
jay?,  and:  decided   in  the   negative — for  the 

|)n  59,  against  it  93,  as  follows: 

ik.» — Meshrn,  .\nderson.  Archer,  Bard,  Bamett, 
Bin*%,  Bowen,  Brown.  Caldwell.  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Cleilenin.  Cori<lict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Dei*v«lle8.  Evajris,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney£ Forsyth,  »iourdin.  Griffin.  Hall,  Hasbrouck, 
Hav*«.  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Ingtrwll.  Inghaui.  Irving,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ker- 
ahar^  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LefferU, 
Lyli  McKim.  Murfree.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
P»i'W'',  Pickenu,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Robertson, 
Sag^Sharp,  Sniith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tanne- 
hill,^aylor,  Teljair.  Troup,  Udree,  WiUiams,  Wilson 
of  P||ansylvania.  and   Yancey, 


Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of  New  Jersey.  Web- 
ster, Whealon,  While,  Wiicox,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Winter. 

So  the  term  of  service  remains,  at  present,  one 
year. 

The  House  having  refused  to  recede  from  this 
amendment.  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  moved 
that  the  House  insist  on  it;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  proceeded.  »^para/im.  to  insist 
on  all  its  amendments  to  which  the  Senate  bad 
disagreed,  and  a  committee  of  conference  was 
appointed  lo  join  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
on  that  subject. 


Friday,  December  23. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "givins  fur- 
ther time  to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands  con- 
firmed by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act 
confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
of  Vincennes."  with  amendments  ;  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Trocp.  of  Georgia,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize (he  President  ol  the  United  States  to  raise 
certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal 
certain  acts  heretofore  passed  on  this  subject  ; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ol  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  contains  the  leading 
principles  of  the  bill,  substantially  as  follows: 
The  capital  to  consist  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
to  be  divided  into  an  hundred  thousand  shares  of 
five  hundred  dollars  each;  subscriptions  for  forty 
millions  whereof  to  be  opened  on  the  third  Mon- 
day in  January  next,  at  Boston.  New  York.  Phila- 
delphia. Richmond,  Charleston,  and  Pittsburg. 
[The  amendments  proposed  to  this  section  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  contemplate  an 
extension  of  the  number  of  places  of  subscription, 
dec]  Before  the  question  was  slated  on  these 
amendments — 

n,.jr      m'    I   ♦     i"     6     x" « — -T,'  7. -"        ^Jr- Clopton.  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 

Bra/ijy,  Breckeiindge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  I  the  first  -  »- 

Cai.^.>ii,    Chamj)ion,  CiUey,    Clopton,   Cooper,   Cox, 
Cul     per,  CulhUert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Ma.csa- 


>lt*— .Messrj.  Alexander,    Baylies  of  Massachu- 
setlj^  Bayly  of  :Virginia,    Bigelow,    Boyd,   Bradbury, 


chu^Us,  Davis  i\{  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Fan^w.  Fisk  of*.  Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Ghc^un,  Goo<lv4yn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hen- 
ders^Yp^  Howell,  J^Iumphreys,  Hulbert,  Irwin,  Jackson 
ol  Hj'^e  Island/ Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Mr^  York.  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Waa- 
sactj^^^tts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon, 
MaiU-Jl,  McCoj,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Moore, 
Mo*5fy,  Oaklej,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
anU  I^ottcr,  Johtn  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nesaS',  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
^he^y,    Sherw^,    Shipherd,    Skinner,   Slaymaker, 


section  of  the  bill. 
I  have  made  this  motion,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said 
.Mr.  Clopton.)  at  this  stage  of  the  discussion,  as 
being  at  the  most  proper  lime  to  try  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill;  because  I  cannot,  under  my 
present  convictions,  vole  lor  this  or  any  other  bill 
lo  establish  a  bank,  and  therefore  wish  lo  state  to 
this  Commitlee  the  ground  of  Constitutional  ob- 
jection which  I  have  to  it.  The  objection  is  not 
one  which  admits  a  right  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject proposed,  but  would  prescribe  the  precise 
extent  to  which  it  might  be  exercised,  and  beyond 
which  it  ought  not  to  be  exercised;  but  it  is  an 
objedion  grounded  on  a  thorough  belief,  the  re- 
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salt  of  deliberate  examination  of  the  Constitution 
and  rellection  thereon,  that  there  does  not  exist 
in  this  body  anv  manner  of  right  lo  legislate  on 
the  subject  at  all :  that  no  sort  of  authority  to  do 
so  is  vested  in  it,  either  by  express  grant,  or  as 
incidental  to  any  express  grant. 

I  should,  indeed,  have  been  glad  if  some  gen- 
tleman who  patronises  this  scheme  would   have 
presented  to  us  his  views  of  the  authority  which 
he  conceives  the  Constitution  has  given   to   pass 
such  a  bill  as  this;  that,  if  I  had  been  convinced 
of  having  been  heretofore  in  error.  I  might  have 
been  left  free  to  decide  upon  the  measure,  accord- 
ingly as  it  should  appear  lo  be  expedient  or  other- 
wise ;  but,  no  gentleman  having  done  so  in   the 
course  of  a  long  discussion  of  the  bill  on  the  same 
subject,  which  was  before  this  body  some  time 
ago.  when  I  was  in   a  very  low  stale  of  health. 
and  expecting  that  the  same  silence  in   that   re- 
spect will  be  observed  upon  this  bill.  I  am  left    to 
presume  altogether  as  to   the  ground  on  which 
the  friends  of  the  scheme  rest  for  their  authority  ; 
and,  beins  left  so  to   presume,  I  cannot  conceive 
of  any  part  of  the  Constitution  on  which  they  can 
rely    for   authority,   other    than    the   concluding 
clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution,  commonly  called  the  sweepinf^ 
clause,  in  the  following  words  :  "To  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution   the  foregoing  powern,"  &,c.     Be*^ 
cause  there  is  no  other  part  of  the  Constitution, 
that  I  know  of  which  can  afford  even  a  shadow 
of  pretext  for  exercising  such  a  power  as  is  now 
proposed  to  be  exercised  by  the  bill   before  you. 
Because,  upon  every  occasion  which  has   hereto- 
fore occurred,  when  a  right  has   heen  claimed  to 
exercise  a  distinct  power  or  power:^.  not  expressly 
granted,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  carrying  into 
execution  other  powers  thai  are  so  granted,  that 
clause  has  been   always   resorted   to;  and.  more 
especially,  because  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  original  parent  of  this  scheme,  in  his  letter  to 
the  chairman   of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  17th  of  October  last,  after  modestly 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  a  change  of  opinion 
respecting  the  Constitution,  to  suit  the  '•  difference 
of  times  and  circumstances."  wound  up  his  rec- 
ommendation of  the  scheme  with  a  declaration  of 
his  ''opinion,  that  in  these  times  it  will  not  only 
'  be  useful  in  promoting  the  general  welfare,  but 
j  that  it  IS  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
I  execution  some  of  the  most  important  powers 
•  constitutionally  vested  in  the  Government ;"  thus 
using  the  most  operative  words  of  that  clause,  the 
words  ''necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution,"  &c.,  and  evidently  thereby  inviting 
the  attention  of  the  members  of  this  body  to  the 
clause,  as  being  of  singular  importance  in  guidin^ 
their  deliberations  on  the  subject.  '* 

It  would  seem,  sir,  nevertheless,  that  even  in 
the  mind  of  the  Secretary  himself,  there  existed 
at  least  some  doubt  whether  a  power  to  establish 
the  proposed  bank  is  itself  constitutionally  vested 
in  Congress;  for  he  does  not  say  that  it  is.  but 
only  that  in  his  opinion  '"the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bank  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 


in?  into  executioa"  some  powers  that  are  cotrsti- 
tutionally  ve>ied  in  the  Government,  as  if  he 
intended  to  confine  the  actual  Constitutional  in- 
vestiture to  powers  expressly  granted.  If  he  did 
intend  so  to  confine  it,  he  was  thus  far  correct; 
for  no  power  whatever  is  constitutionally  vested 
in  this  body  thRt  is  not  expressly  granted   to  it. 

Let  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  on  this  point 
be  what  it  may.  his  letter  will  not.  cannot,  induce 
me  to  participate  in  theexercise  of  a  power  which, 
I  verily  believe,  is  not  in  any  manner  whatever 
vested  in  this  body.     Even  if  the   measure  pro- 
posed should  seem  ever  so  expedient,  which,  how- 
ever, is  far  from  appearing  to  me  to  be  the  case 
with  respect  to  the  proposed  institution;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  should  it   be  established,  I   fear   it 
may  ultimately  turn  out  to  be  a  dangerous,  a  very 
dangerous  political  machine  to  this  country. even 
if  some  temporary  advantages  should  be  derived 
from  it ;  if  some  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  Government  is  said  to  labor  should,  for  the 
present,  be  obviated — difliculiies,  I  am  constrained 
to  say,   which   might    have    been    prevented   by 
timely  provisions,  by  other  means  not  in  any  way 
conflicting  with   the  Constitution— which  might 
have  precluded  that  great  necessity,  as  it  is  rep- 
resented to  be,  and  now  spoken  of  by  some  gentle- 
men, as  in  their  opinion  so  imperiously  calling 
for  such  an  institution  as  the  one  proposed.    But. 
sir.  I  am  not  prepared,  nor  am  I  willing,  to  admit 
that  the  Government  is  in  such  a  desperate  situa- 
tion as  to  render  the  proposed  bank  necessary  for 
its  relief  or  accommodation,  even  if  the  uoht  to 
establish  the  institution   was   unquestionable.     I 
deny  that  such  necessity  does  exist.     On  this  oc- 
casion, therefore,  as  on  others.  I  take  the  liberty 
to  decide  according   to  the  dictates  of  mv  own 
judgment.     If  in  this  instance  I  judge  upon  mere 
visionary  speculation  in  respect  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, let  the  observations  I  am  about  to  offer  to 
the  Commitlee  determine. 

In  tracing  the  features  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman.  I  have  always  found   thai 
they  present   themselves  to  my  mind  as  being 
rooted  in  one  great  fundamental  principle,  u'hich 
is.  that  all  the  powers  at  the  command   of  this 
Government  are  those  only  which  are  dele<yated 
to  it.     This  principle   is  expressly  recognised  by 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  adopted  at  a 
very  early  period  after  the  Constitution  was  car- 
ried  into  operation.     The  term  "  delegated."  as 
used  in  that  amendment.  I  consider  to  be  a  pecu- 
liar phrase  of  special,  distinct,  definite  meaning, 
and.  when  applied   to  any  particular   power,  not 
fairly  susceptible  of  implication  or  involution  of 
any  distinct  power,  other  than  the  power  to  which 
it  is  immediately  and  directly  applied.     In  other 
words,  sir,  I  understand   the  term   to   mean   that 
the  powers  '■  delegated,"  are  those  only  which  are 
specifically  designated   by  express  grants.     The 
delegation    of  ihe   powers   of  this   Government 
comprehends,  then,  no  more  than  what  are  dis- 
tinctly expressed  in  the  delegation  or  series  of 
positive  grants. 

A  sort  of  powers,  however,  has  been  much  and 
often  spoken  of   the  triie  nature  and  extent  of 
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ir.h,  perhaps,  have  not  been   always  distinctly 

•clearly  iioderstood — if.  indeed,  the  existence 

tny  powr^rs  at  all   under  that  denomination 

[^t  to  be  admitted.    I  allude  to  what  are  called 

tcJenlal  powers.     The  broadest  latitudinarians. 


the  preceding  clauses  of  the  section.  For  so  far 
from  sweeping,  by  which  it  would  seem,  is  meant 
(if  indeed  the  appellation  is  designed  to  mean 
anything.)  a  carrying  along  with  it  powers  not 
specified   in   the   enumeration   of  grants   imme- 


vlation  tu  the  powers  of  this  body,  have  never,  1  diately  preceding  the  clause,  it  carries  along  with 


[i  I  knowof,  extended  their  notions  of  its  pow- 
jfarther  than  to  these  two  species — the  powers 
jelly  denotpinated  "delegated"  powers, or  pow- 
erpressly  granted."  and  what  they  call  '"in- 
fotal"    powers.      This    notion    of    incidental 
rers  is  deduced  altogether  from  the  same  con- 
ling  clause  of  the  8th  section  of  the  first  article 
iihe    Constitution,    as    being   "necessary    and 
ger"  for  tarrying  into  execution   the   expre? 


it  nothing  at  all.  It  imparts  not  a  scintilla  of 
power  to  Congress  which  the  preceding  enu- 
meration does  not  grant.  If  then  by  the  ascnp- 
tioQ  tu  it  of  the  sweeping  quality  be  really  meant 
that  it  imparts  to  Congress  powers  other  than 
those  enumerated  in  the  preceding  clause  of  the 
section,  which  are  distinct  from  and  additional  to 
them,  indefinite  in  number  and  extent,  a  little  re- 
flection. I  should  imagine,  might  convince  any 
,vers  speciiied  in  the  preceding  clauses  of  that  I  one  that  such  construction  must  involve  danger- 
scMJon  ;  and  very  much,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  {  ous  consequences — that  such  would  be  a  sweep- 
dAtirsity  of  opinion  which  has  prevailed  in  rela-  I  ing  quality  indeed — that  it  might  sweep  away 
liyi  to  the  p()wers  constitutionally  vested  in  Con-  not  only  all  the  restrictions  intended  by  the  speci- 
ffriip.  has  prj)ceeded,  perhaps,  from  the  difference  \  fication  of  those  particular  grants  of  power,  but 
\*reen  the  construction  given  to  that  clause  by  !  also  every  vestige  of  authority  reserved  to  the 
and  ih»?  construction  given  to  it  by  others.  \  States.  Yes,  sir.  such  must  be  its  quality,  such 
ccordin^  to  my  understanding  of  the  word  the  extent  of  its  force,  if  it  be  allowed  that  the 
cidental.^  I  take  it  to  be  an  adjective  not  only  i  clause  conveys  to  Congress  any  real  substantive 

powers  not  contained  in  the  special  grants  enu- 
merated ;  for  if  it  be  admitted  that  it  conveys  any 
such  additional  powers  at  all,  since  they  are  not 
defined,  they  would  consequently  be  general  as 
well  as  unlimited.  To  give  to  the  clause,  then, 
the  full  force  which  the  appellation  by  which  it 
has  been  distinguished,  were  it  a  proper  appella- 


S( 


grammar  strictly,  but  that,  if  it  can 


erly  be  applied  to  any  power  at  all,  it  can  be 
ied  only^to  a  power  which   is  itself  but   the 


, point  of 

r        .   - 

[tjctive  or  Adjunct  of  another  power  to  which 
l-ylongs,  arid  has  no  existence  separate  from  that 
iv»er.  In  tpy  opinion,  then,  what  is  commonly 
[ltd  incidental   powers   are    not    real,  distinct 


Wers.  but  jralher  modes  of  exercising  the  ex-  !  tion  for  it,  would  be  in  fact  to  give  to  Congress 
)ss  powers,  to  which  they  belong  or  are  incident,  j  general,  unlimited,  discretionary  powers.  I  pre- 
V^sence,  sir,  I  consider  myself  perfectly  justifia-  |  sume,  sir,  that  nothing  would  be  hazarded  by  the 
bB  in  the  decjaration  that  the  clause  in  the  Con-  declaration,  were  I  to  take  upon  myself  to  affirm 
st^ution,  whleh  has  been  mentioned,  and  by  which  j  that  not  a  single  member  of  this  honorable  body 
a^-ne  it  IS  generally  thought  the  exercise  of  those  I  will  admit  that  it  contains  a  grant  of  such  gen- 


st'^iposed  incidental  powers  is  authorized,  does  not 
e^ljrace  any  distinct  substantive  power  at  all. 
'iTf  powei  t»ow  proposed  to  be  exercised  in  pass- 
the  bill  before  you,  I  consider  to  be  a  distinct 
^tantive  power,  as  clearly  as  any  power  can 
iind  therelore  not  embraced  in  that  clause.  It 
ot  expressly  granted,  as  must  be  admitted  by 
j-ybody  ;  whence  it  is  evident  to  my  mind,  that 
\  not  in  !tny  manner  whatever  vested  in  this 
|ijr,and  therefore  cannot  be  constitutionally  ex- 
ised  by  this  body. 

irmly.  th.i)n,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
qther  advocates  of  this  bill  may  coflceive  the 
irine,  thej  entertain  in  favor  of  it,  to  be  sup- 
rled  by  iht;  clause  in  the  Constitution  which 
\  been  mentioned,  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ 
f2)iki  them  (.'titirely  in  opinion.  I  consider  it  af- 
fl-cing  DO  solid,  no  substantial  support  at  all  to 
<i  a  doctrriie  ;  and  never  in  ray  opinion  was  an 
[fellatioii  (iiore  improperly  bestowed  upon  any- 
(tg  than  'she  appellation  which    has   been  be 


eral,  discretionary  powers.  Hence,  sir,  it  is  clear 
to  my  mind  that  those,  who  ascribe  to  the  clause 
in  question  the  quality  which  seems  to  have  been 
ascribed  to  it,  must  be  involved  in  the  dilemma  of 
either  advocating  so  great  an  extent  of  power  as 
existing  in  this  body,  as  would  render  altogether 
useless  and  nugatory  the  special  grants  of  power 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  and  therefore 
much  more  power  than  they  would  really  be 
willing  to  allow  it  to  convey  ;  or  of  admitting  at 
last  that  it  conveys  none  at  all  more  than  what 
the  enumeration  of  itself  grants  without  that 
clauie.  Hence  too  it  is  equally  clear  to  me  that, 
so  far  from  conferring  on  this  body  any  real  pow- 
ers additional  to  those  described  in  the  preceding 
enumeration,  the  clause  is  merely  the  recognitioo 
of  a  general  principle,  necessarily  inherent  in 
each  grant  of  power,  that  Congress  being  in- 
vested with  the  power,  may  use  or  authorize  by 
law  a  use  of  the  natural  appropriate  means  of 
carrying  the  power  into  execution,  for  which  pur 


''   _  ______ 

|ved  upoij  that  clause.  On  account,  then,  of  pose'alone  su'ch  means  can'be'us'ed",  the  apphca- 
tvery  eitj-nsive  latitude  of  construction  given  |  ijon  of  them  depending  entirely  upon  the  exer- 
Ihe  clause,  ascribing  to  it  abundantly  more  i  cise  of  the  power  granted,  and  without  which 
^e  than  i!  actually  possesses,  I  have  been  in-  right  all  the  several  grants  expressed  would  be 
[jed  to  think  that  it  might  have  been  better,  I  merely  so  many  naked  grants,  and  would  convey 
Jiaps,  if  the  clause  had  never  been  inserted  in  |  to  this  body  no  such  powers  as  the  grants  pur- 
;Constitu4ion  ;  or  at  least,  that  part  of  it  which  |  port  to  convey. 
:4tes  to  :h,'  several  grants  of  power  specified  in  i      Permit  me,  sir,  to  illustrate  the  position,  I  have 
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now  advanced,  by  a  reference  to  one  of  the  special 
grants  of  power  enumerated;  I  say  one  of  them, 
because  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  trouble  tlie 
Committee  with  any  morp,  although  observations 
similar  to  these  about  to  be  made  on  the  one  se- 
lected might  be  made  upon  all.  or  nearly  all  of 
them,  tending  equally  to  establish  the  truth  of 
the  position,  but  which  would  require  more  time 
than  perhaps  it  might  be  either  convenient  or 
agreeable  to  the  Committee  to  be  detained  ;  and 
because  it  is  believed  that  the  observations  on 
one  of  them  may  suffice  for  my  purpose  as  amply 
as  if  I  were  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
similar  remarks  on  all  of  them.  I  will  take  the 
first  gran',  enumerated  in  these  words:  "Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  &c.  To  this  grant 
let  the  clause  in  question  be  applied,  and  the  re- 
cognition of  the  principle  I  have  mentioned, 
may.  I  think,  be  clearly  perceived.  What  is  its 
operation?  The  words  of  the  grant  expressly 
confer  on  Congress  a  specific  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises.  Now, 
sir,  does  this  grant  operate  no  further  than  merely 
to  authorize  Congress  to  provide  by  law  ihat 
•'  taxes,  duties,"  <Sic.  on  certain  articles,  at  cer- 
tain rates,  or  to  certain  amounts, shall  be  laid  and 
collected,  and  to  do  no  more?  To  confine  its 
operation  to  this  limit  would  be  to  ascribe  no 
efficient  meaning,  to  give  no  force  at  all  to  the 
words  lay  and  collect.  But  they  certainly  have 
such  meaning;  they  certainly  have  some  force; 
and  from  the  operatijn  of  the  general  principle, 
such  as  I  have  alluded  to,  which  is  necessarily 
inherent  in  the  grant  of  "  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,"  dec.,  Congress  becomes  vested  with 
a  right  to  authorize  by  law  a  use  of  the  natural, 
appropriate  means  of  causing  taxes,  duties,  dec, 
to  be  laid  and  collected,  which  in  fact  is  nothing 
more  than  an  efficient  exercise  of  the  simple 
''  power  to  lay  and  and  collect  taxes,  duties,"  &c.. 
such  as  to  authorize  by  law  the  establishment  of 
custom-houses;  rules  for  the  entrances  and  clear- 
ances of  vessels  ;  the  employment  of  public  armed 
vessels  about  the  mouths  of  rivers  or  other  inlets 
and  on  the  coasts  to  prevent  smuggling  and  eva- 
sions of  duties  directed  by  law  to  be  laid  on  im- 
ports; the  appointments  of  collectors,  inspectors 
and  other  necessary  officers  for  collection  of  the 
revenues  arising  therefrom  and  conveyance  of 
them  into  the  Treasury.  So  also  in  relation  to  the 
system  of  internal  taxation  lately  established,  and 
now  enlarged,  as  appropriate  means  of  carrying 
the  system  into  effect,  the  appointments  of  a  com- 
missioner of  that  revenue,  collectors,  assessors  and 
other  necessary  officers,  and  rules  of  proceeding 
in  every  case  of  taxation  have  been  all  authorized 
by  law  for  the  purposes  of  levying  the  taxes  and 
bringing  them  into  the  use  of  the  Government. 

Now.  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  a:»k,  would  not  Con- 
gress have  had  a  Constitutional  right  to  make 
laws  authorizing  all  the  several  proceed in<y.s,  I 
have  just  noticed,  if  the  clause,  which  has  been 
cited,  had  never  been  inserted  at  the  end  of  the 
section  which  hab  been  mentioned?  Can  there 
exist  any  doubt  respecting  its  authority  to  have 


done  so?  It  seems  tome  that  not  a  shadow  of 
ground  for  doubting  its  authority  would  have  ex- 
isted, but  that  the  words  "  shall  have  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises," 
convey  to  this  body  the  same  extent  of  authority 
as  the  grant  would,  if  it  had  been  expressed  that 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  by  making  the 
necessary  and  proper  laws  for  laying  and  collect- 
ing them.  For  a  legislature  cannot  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or  excises,  but  by  mak- 
ing some  law  or  laws  for  laying  and  collectinjf 
them;  that  is  to  say,  some  law  or  laws  appro- 
priate to  the  purposes  of  laying  and  collecting 
them. 

The  '•  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises"  is  the  same,  then,  as  a  power 
to  make  laws  which  shall  be  '•  necessary  and  pro- 
per" to  lav  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and 
excises.  But  to  make  laws  which  shall  be  "ne- 
cessary and  proper"  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  du- 
ties, dec,  is  the  same  as  to  make  laws,  which  shall 
be  "  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution" the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
&-C.  Hence,  then,  a  power  to  make  laws,  which 
shall  he  "necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution"  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises,  is  the  same  as,  and 
can  be  no  more  than,  the  simple  power  "to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises."  It 
is  evident,  therefore,  to  my  mind.  sir.  that  what 
have  been  generally  called  powers  incidental  to 
express  powers  are  not  real,  distinct  powers,  but 
nothing  more  than  modes  of  exercising  theexpress 
powers  to  which  they  belong,  or  using  the  natural, 
appropriate  means  of  carrying  them  into  execu- 
tion, which  are  the  only  purposes,  for  which  the 
means  are  required  and  to  which  only  they  can 
be  applied  ;  the  objects,  on  which  they  can  operate, 
being  those  only  on  which  the  express  powers,  to 
which  they  respectively  belong,  are  exercised  ; 
that  nothing  more  is  comprehended  within  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "  to  make  all  laws,  which 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  foregoing  powers,"  dec.  contained 
in  the  clause  which  has  been  characterized  as  the 
sweeping  clause  and  to  which  so  extensive  a  scope 
has  been  given. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  words  '•  to  make  all 
laws,  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper,"  in- 
stead of  having  been  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion, had  been  inserted  in  the  first  grant  between 
the  word  "  power."  and  the  words  '•  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties."  &c.,so  as  to  have  made  the 
clause  read  thus,  •'  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neces.sary  and  pro- 
per to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties."  &,c.,  would 
any  gentleman  contend  that  Congress  under  this 
grant,  so  modified,  would  have  a  Consiiiuiional 
right  to  exercise,  as  the  means  of  laying  and  col- 
lecting taxes,  duties,  &c.,  a  distinct  substantive 
power,  not  expressed  in  the  grant,  and  not  neces- 
sarily belonging  to  the  power  of  laying  and  col- 
lecting taxes,  duties,  dec,  but  which  could  be  ex- 
ercised independently  of  the  exercise  of  that  pow- 
er, and    operate  on  objects  not  at  all  connected 
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ich  the  exercise  of  it?     Surely  not;  yet.  tt  is 
U  same  ihjng  to  contend  that  those  words  ot  the 
(luse  at  it>e  end  of  the  section,  contain  a  grant 
.'such   potver;  for  they  apply   to   each  special 
Unt  of  pojver  enumerated  in  the  same  manner, 
S^  only  in  ^the  same  manner,  as  if  they  had  been 
***orporared  into  the  body  of  each  grant  respec- 
C^ely.    Nothing  can   be  more  clear  and  evident 
kmn  that  ihe  words  so  apply,  and  so  only.  Never- 
[*less.  sir.  ihis  famous  clause  has  been  so  con- 
Llied.  and,  I  suppose,  still  is  so  construed,  as  to 
ife  to  Coogress  separate,  distinct,  substantive 
Olivers,  nctexpressed  in  the  enumeration  of  grants. 
I^pediency  is   made  the  basis  of  such  construc- 
"^5  and  f<om  an  opinion  entertained  by  some 
.^tleiner..  (hat  the  proposed  banking  institution 
l|ity  afford  i*  useful  engine  to  the  Government  in 
El  financia    arrangements;  though  the  correct-  , 
F^la  of  that  opinion  is  controverted  by  others,  and  | 
Vpun   the  whole  extremely  problematical:   yet  | 
^i*m    their  opinion   merely  of  its  expediency  a  ^ 
iht  to  establish  the  institution  is  claimed,  and 
|w  in  rapid  exercise;  although  nothing  can  be 
Jpte  evident,  than  that  to  do  so  is  to  exercise  a  I 
Jiitinct,  substantive  power  not  contained  in  the 
>,Ajmeratroo— a  power  as  distinct,  and  as  subsian- 
%Te  as  any  ^»f  those  enumerated  are  with  respect 
:   ihe  others  on  the  list.  This  observation  leads  me, 
.iXand  indeed  almost  irresistibly  impels  me,  to 
•y^ng  to  the  botice  of  theCommilteeone  particular 

iini  of  power  enumerated,  so  extremely  apt  in 
U  opiDicn,and  well  fitted  is  it  for  a  further  lUus- 
Uuon  of  ilie  principles  1  contend  for— it  is  the 
Tfcrer  "  to  «.'«tablish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
[{lere,  sir.  i»  a  power  distinctly  expressed  in  the 
,4i|imeratioA  of  so  much  importance  to  the  Gov- 
k»ment  in  affording  ready,  convenient  and  ex- 
;  Jditious  means  of  conveyance  of  intelligence,  to 
i$ii   from  every    department,  every   branch  and 
Hi-TV  individual  member  of  every  branch  and  de- 
itment  of  the  Government,  as  well  as  to  and 
■Im  the  ciLiZens  of  the  United  States  at  large,  as 
i,;render  it»almost  absolutely  necessary  for  car- 
Ung  on  thi-  affairs  of  the  Government.     Yet  we 
K  this  poner  expressly  designated  in  iheenume- 
fclion.     Why  do  we  see  it  here  expressly  desig- 
,tecl  ?     F(,r  this  very  obvious  and  undeniable 
r«son— th»t  it  is  a  power  completely  substantive 
>v- its  natuiie,  distinct  and  separate  from,  and  in- 
«^«-pendent   of   all  others    enumerated.     Whence 
•  ite  framcr«<  of  the  Constitution,  from  a  conside- 
jjlion  of  iti  great  importance  to  the  General  Gov- 
aenment.  and  the  manifest  propriety  of  vesting  it 
.^  this  Goyernmeul,  took  care  to  insert  it  in   the 
IfJumeraiKin   of   express   grants— well    knowing 
■  '  ■        ly  possible  just  construction 

icident  of  any  of  those  ex- 

. ,,, seqently  that,  however  ne- 

Vjussar'y  an*  proper  it  might  be  for  carrying  on  the 
^gairs  of  ?^e  Government,  such  a  power  could 
liu  be  coni-tituiionally  exercised,  unless  inserted 
ipong  tner  express  grants. 

.Now,  \Jr.   Chairman.  I  will  seriously,   I  will 

iolemnly  iddress  myself  to  the  member?  of  this 

.lOQorable  body,  and  ask.  Will  any  gentleman  un- 

"jertake  to  j  say  that  a  power  to  establish  such  an 


U^umeraiifin  of  expres: 
l|i)at  11  coulfl  not  by  any 
«>f  considered  as  the  mc 
jP'ress  granfs ;  and  const 


iastitution  as  the  ODe  now  proposed — an  institu- 
tion of  such  vast  momeni,  involving  interests  so 
deep,  so  extensive,  so  fathomless,  indeed,  as  almost 
to  baffle  the  powers  of  human  language  to  describe 
them  ;  an  institution,  which,  if  established,  as  was 
said,  and  justly  said,  by  a  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Oakley)  some  time  ago  m  relation  to 
the  bill  on  the  same  subject  then  under  discussion, 
will  be  likely  to  wield  the  destinies  of  this  nation 
for  ages  to  come — 1  say,  sir.  will  any  gentleman 
undertake  to  affirm  that  a  power  to  establish  such 
a  monstrous  institution  as  this,  is  not  a  power  as 
completely  substantive  in  its  nature  as  the  power 
to  establish  post  offices,  and  to  direct  that  the 
mails  shall   be  carried  on  certain  roads  ?     Sir,  is 
the  sun  shining  in  his  meridian  splendor  clearer 
to  the  eye  than  it  must  be  to  every  mind,  high 
and  low.  wise  and  ignorant,  that  a  power  to  cre- 
I  ate  so  terrific  and  stupendous  an  establishment  as 
I  this,  is  no  less  a  substantive  power  and  no  less 
distinct  and  separate   from,  and    independent  of, 
I  all  other  whatever,  than  is  the  power  to  establish 
'  post  offices  and  post  roads?     Sir, this  is  too  clear 
I  and  too  plain  to  need  any  illustration.     It  would 
be  but  an  idle  waste  of  time,  indeed,  to  trouble  the 
Committee  with  any  observations   upon  it.  with 
I  a  view  of  attempting  to  prove  more  clearly  that 
It  ik  such  a  power;  and  if  gentlemen  are  deter- 
mined to  a.ssume  the  power,  the  exercise  of  it  will 
be  totally  unconnected  with  that  of  any  of  the 
express   powers  eunmerated  in   the  Constitution, 
'  and  its  operation  is  independent  of  their  operation 
as  the  power  itself  is  independent  of  all  those  ei- 
i  press  powers.     These  are  the  characteristic  prop- 
;  erties  of  a  distinct,  substantive  power.     Strange, 
I  think,  must   be  the   construction,  then,  which 
interprets  it  to  be  a  power   merely  incidental  to 
either  of  those  express  powers;  and,  since  it  is 
not  itself  one  of  ihem,  my  impressions  are  irresis- 
tible, that   it  is  not  in  any  matter  vested  m  this 
body,  and  therefore  cannot  be  constitutionally  ex- 
ercised by  it. 

Sir,  if  the  doctrine,  under  which  this  power  is 
assumed  and  exercised,  should  be  generally  toler- 
ated and  sanctioned— if  this  vast  unlimited  lati- 
tude of  construction  should  become  the  established 
construction  of  the  clause  in  the  Constitution, 
which  has  been  so  often  referred  to,  what  will 
become  of  the  great  landmarks  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ?  Will  they  not  in  effect  be  all  levelled  with 
the  ground  ?  Will  not  the  wide  unbounded  ocean 
of  human  affairs  be  then  laid  open  to  this  restricted 
Federal  Legislature,  (as  everybody,  who  pretends 
to  know  anything  of  the  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution, acknowledges  it  to  be,)  to  select  from  them 
such  subjects  as  it  may  choose,  as  ba-esof  its  laws? 
Surely,  sir,  it  will.  All  the  restrictions  contained 
in  the  Constitution,  which  have  been  marked 
out  by  the  specification  of  particular  powers,  as 
limitations  to  Congress  in  legislating  for  these 
United  Slates,  will  be  swept  away,  will  be  anni- 
hilated; and  there  will  be  nothing  to  hinder  a 
course  of  legislation  from  being  pursued  without 
restraint,  without  any  limitation  whatever  but  its 
own  discretion,  as  to  what  it  may  determine  upon 
as  necessary  or  proper  to  be  done.     Sir,  can  a 
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single  object  fall  within  the  compass  of  the  humtn 

imagination,  which  may  not  be  also  drawn  within 
the  scope  of  this  boundless  construction,  and  ac- 
cording to  it  be  deemed  a  legitimate  subject  of 
Congressional  legislation  ?  Not  one.  sir.  Every 
possible  object  ofhuman  legislation,  not  palpably 
repugnant  to  the  first  principles  of  our  nature,  of 
which  the  mind  can  conceive,  under  this  very 
extensive  construction  may  as  well  and  as  right- 
fully form  a  basis  of  legislation  for  this  body,  as 
the  subject  on  which  it  is  now  acting.  Admit 
this  doctrine  as  correct,  and  in  vain.  sir.  has  your 
CoDsiituiion  been  framed  upon  the  principles 
that,  *'the  powers,  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respect- 
ively or  the  people."  In  vain  has  this  hallowed 
principle  been  solemnly  recojjnised  and  expressly 
incorporated  into  the  Constitution  by  way  of 
amendment.  In  vain  have  the  people  of  these 
States  confided  in  this  great  fundamental  princi- 
ple as  a  solemn  and  safe  guarantee  of  their  State 
sovereignties.  There  is  not  a  single  power  hereto- 
fore considered  as  reserved,  and  heretofore  deemed 
sacred  to  the  States,  which  may  not  be  as  right- 
fully exercised  by  this  body,  as  the  power  now 
proposed  to  be  exercised  by  it  ;  for  I  aver  that 
not  a  single  power  is  more  complelly  reserved  to 
the  Staies,under  the  Constitution, than  this  power 
is — that,  if  this  power  is  not  reserved,  no  power 
whatever  is  reserved  to  them  ;  and  it  woulJ  be 
preposterous  indeed,  to  talk  or  think  of  reserved 
powers  at  all.  But.  sir.  I  undertake  to  aver  that 
this  power  is  not  delegated  to  this  body,  either  ex- 
pressly or  incidentally,  and  I  do  consider  an  exer- 
cise of  it  by  this  body  as  an  unauthorized  assump- 
tion, as  an  usurpation  not  only  not  warranted,  but 
absolutely  forbidden  to  it  by  the  Constitution.  I 
assert,  then,  that  this  monstrous  construction  op- 
erates no  less  than  a  complete  reversal  of  the 
great  and  essential  principle,  which  has  been 
spoken  of — introduces  the  fatal,  destructive  one, 
that  all  jx)wers  whatever  are  delegated  to  the 
United  Slates  which  are  not  expressly  reserved 
to  the  Stales;  and,  in  effect,  converts   this  Gov- 

_  ernment  of  special,  defined,  express  powers,  into 
one  entire  consolidated  Government,  of  general 
undefined  powers. 

Let  this  alarming  doctrine  be  fully  confirmed 
and  established,  what  a  faul  verification  will  it 
be  of  the  presages  of  some  of  our  venerable  staies- 

»  men,  whose  mortal  remains  have  been  long  since 
mouldering  in  the  grave  !  At  the  ever  memora- 
ble and  important  epoch  when  the  people  of  these 
Stales  were  called  upon  to  deliberate  on  the  great 
and  interesting  question  relating  to  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution,  tne  minds  of  many  were  im- 
pressed with  serious,  wiih  solemn,  vyiih  awful 
apprehensions,  mingled  with  no  small"  degree  of 
alarm  that  the  very  clause  in  the  8ih  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  has 
been  so  often  cited,  might  be  resorted  to  as  a 
ground  for  legislating  to  an  extent  never  contem- 
plated by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  as  bein<» 
within  the  scope  of  its  true  and  legitimate  mean- 
ing.    It   was  feared  that   the  term  "necessary" 


coDtaJDed  in  the  clause,  though  qualified  and  re- 
stricted in  lis  meaning  by  the  addition  of  the  term 
•proper,"'  from  the  union  and  combination  of 
which  two  qualities  it  was  manifestly  intended 
to  apply  the  clause  to  the  making  of  such  laws 
only,  as  should  have  an  immediate  relation  to, 
and  a  natural,  intimate  connexion  with  the  enu- 
merated express  powers,  as  means  or  instruments 
of  carrying  them  efficiently  into  execution,  might 
nevertheless  be  so  perverted  as  to  have  a  con- 
struction given  to  the  clause  not  confined  to  the 
limits  embraced  within  that  intention,  but  arbi- 
trarily extended  to  laws  having  no  manner  of  re- 
lation to,  and  no  son  of  natural  connexion  with 
any  of  those  express  powers— that  such  a  princi- 
ple of  construction  once  established,  the  time 
might  come  when  it  would  expand  itself  to  the 
widest  circuit  of  human  discretion.  The  Ameri- 
can people  in  general  were  satisfied,  however,  to 
receive  the  Constitution  as  proposed,  with  that 
clause  in  ii,  resting  their  hopes  upon  the  princi- 
ples and  structure  of  it,  that  these  were  sufficiently 
clear  and  explicit  to  guard  against  the  abuses  and 
dangers  so  much  apprehended  by  some. 

Now,  .\lr.  Chairman,  will  the  thirteenth  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Stales,  fatally  to  those  hopes, 
fatally  to  the  pleasing  expectations  then  enter- 
tained by  the  people,  who  adopted  this  Constitu- 
tion—  will  they  so  soon  verify  the  presages  which 
have  been  alluded  to  ?  Will  they  iii  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  so  dangerous  a  precedent,  which  was 
thought  to  have  been  happily  demolished  but 
three  or  four  years  ago  by  a  refusal  to  recharter 
a  similar  institution — will  they,  I  say  at  so  early 
a  period  after  that  event,  by  a  creation  of  the 
proposed  huge  mammoth  institution,  sufficiently 
capacious  to  swallow  up  four  or  five  of  the  former 
establishments,  thus  hermetically  seal  aud  secure 
perhaps  forever  the  groundwork  of  future  assump- 
tions of  power,  and  this  too  by  adopting  a  mea- 
sure of  itself  fraught  with  inconceivable  danger, 
the  natural  tendency  of  which  will  be  gradually, 
at  least,  if  not  rapidly  (and  if  such  a  sad  misfor- 
tune must  befall  this  country,  I  pray  that  it  may 
be  but  gradual)  to  break  down  the  barriers  of  the 
Constitution  and  sweep  away  the  restrictions  and 
limitations  of  power  marked  out  by  the  specifica- 
tion of  particular  grants  as  designated  in  the  Coo- 
stiiution  ?  Sir,  should  such  a  state  of  things  ever 
arrive — should  such  ever  be  the  condition  of  this 
country — when  this  Legislature  should  so  entirely 
change  its  true  character — when  it  should  no 
longer  confine  its  proceedings  to  the  limits  of  its 
'■  delegated"  powers  and  the  great  leading  princi- 
ples of  the  Constituiion — when  these  principles 
should  be  disregarded  and  cease  to  have  any  force, 
who  could  undertake  to  say  how  far  an  evil  of 
such  great  magnitude  might  not  progress?  No 
man,  I  undertake  to  affirm,  could  prupbetically 
explore  the  full  extent  of  its  progress. 

It  IS  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  perhaps, 
that  gentlemen  should  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the 
extent  in  which  a  power,  though  expressly  granted, 
ought  10  be  exercised,  when  that  power  is  in  its 
nature  limited,  or  qualified  by  the  terms  of  the 
grant,  to  which  different  gentlemen  may  give  dif- 
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constructions,  as  on  several  recent  occa' 
we  have  witnessed.     But  when  a  power  is 


fori  tt 

afl4>{i( 


assfpned  which  is  not  even  mentioned  in  the  Con 
8t|(ition.  I  inu^t  confess,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  as 
sCi*^ihing  much  more  extraordinary.  Ifaner- 
ror^jus  construction  in  the  first  case  should  pre- 
TUi^'-atone  time,  the  evil  will  be  remedied,  perhaps, 
by  >  more  correct  construction  at  another  time, 
ih^irxpress  puwer  being  always  a  fixed,  defined 
staj^^f'^-  •"  which  the  mind  can  resort ;  and  there- 
fa^\lhe  prei-etlent  is  not  likely  to  be  as  durable 
auffdan^erou;^  as  in  the  latter  case,  where  mere 
arfSrary  interjiretatioii.or  opinion,  having  at  any 
ti|ij  prevailed*,  upon  the  general  ground  of  neces- 
sii]j^r  expediency,  without  any  such  fixed,  defined 
stavjard  to  judge  by,  one  assumption  is  much 
nrofe  likely  to'.torm  a  durable  precedent  for  future 
sinJHar  assum|Hions  from  time  to  time  in  succes- 
sii>^  atil  contequently  so  much  the  more  dan- 
gfi^us.  If,  therefore,  it  be  not  too  late — if  gen- 
tlfi.en  have  npt  irrevocably  made  up  their  minds 
u}n^  this  subject,  I  would  beseech  this  honorable 
a^s^nbly  to  (jonsider.  to  pause  for  a  while,  to 
nJH!<itate  on  alsubject  of  such  vast  magnitude  be- 
fari  they  conie  to  such  irrevocable  decision  in 
of  It,  and  not  precipitately  hurry  into  the 

^..on  of  a  (measure  so  big  with  momentous, 
iii(Jlculable  ctjnsequences — consequences,  the  ex- 
tfrj  of  which  iihe  keenest  foresight  of  man  can- 
no^'.ow  discefn — the  bane/ul  influences  of  the 
eviC  of  which^may  be  such  as  the  most  eagle-eyed 
sta(^>*man  our-country  produces  may  not  be  able 
to  itace,  until  ciiey  shall  have  extended  themselves 
beji^fid  the  rei^ch  of  any  practicable  remedy! 

.Then  Mr.Ci^LOPTON  had  concluded — the  ques 
tioti.  Jieing  about  to  be  put  on  his  motion  without 
deGite—  ( 

Mr.  GA9Tor4.  of  North  Carolina,  took  the  floor. 
Aisiiog  the  inq'stalarming  indicationsof  the  times, 
he  Jitnarked,  lAras  the  apathy  which  pervaded  the 
H^Xte  on  \\\\\  occasion  ;  an  apathy  resembling 
tb?'numbness)  which  generally  precedes  mortal 
diij^'/Iuiion,  ur(der  the  influence  of  which  a  ques- 
tiuijof  such  ii»iportance  as  this  was  about  to  be 
ta|«>[i  withoutj debate  and  almost  without  delib- 
er|HOn.  If  t^e  bill  would  produce  that  efl'ect 
wftijh  its  friends  predicted,  it  would  prove  a  ben- 
efijji»«i  and  vajuable  institution  ;  if  fraught  with 
th^toischiefs} which  he  saw  in  it.  its  passage 
W(t#l"d  bring  >vith  it  certain  destruction  to  the 
na^jji.  He  t'lok  it  for  granted,  from  the  course 
or  proceedings,  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
HiJ'se  when  t|iis  subject  was  before  under  con- 
siiKration,  thai  all  hope  of  obtaining  a  bank  at 
alt^esemblingjwhat  banks  have  heretofore  been, 
mtv'  now  cej^se  ;  and  that  the  institution  era- 
bu'ted  by  this} bill,  if  it  passed,  would  be  a  mere 
p»^r  bank,  anil  nothing  else,  from  which  no  ben- 
efij^ould  re-u^i  to  the  Government  or  the  com- 
miiuy.  Ht- ♦xarained  the  ciiaracter  of  this  bill, 
an^particular^y  objected  to  the  extent  of  the  cap- 
itaiji  the  limited  proportion  of  specie  to  be  em- 
pkil^d  in  it;*ind  the  power  to  suspend  specie 
p%)jpuenis.  UjioD  a  full  view  of  all  its  features. 
ntvoi^*^  thai- it  would  restore  public  credit,  or 
Mjtu^Mih  an  a»iequate  circulatirg  medium,  the  i 
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purposes  which  its  friends  hoped  it  would  accom- 
plish. It  would,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  moment 
of  its  establishment,  give  birth  to  a  monstrous 
scene  of  stock-jobbing  and  speculation,  always 
detrimental  to  the  public  credit.  By  a  system  of 
rigid  economy  and  carrying  into  effect  the  taxes 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  he  said,  he  had  some 
hope  that  the  Government  would  weather  the 
storm  with  which  it  was  assailed,  without  national 
bankruptcy  ;  but.  if  Congress  passed  a  bill  of  this 
kind,  he  conscientiously  believed  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  avoid  the  evil  ;  and  that,  if  they  passed 
this,  they  might  as  well  at  the  same  time  pass  a 
bill  of  national  bankruptcy. 

Mr,  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  said  without  saying 
how  he  should  vote  on  the  final  question,  he 
should  vote  against  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  in  the  present  stage  of  it, 
from  motives  of  respect  to  the  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  Legislature  from  which  the  bill  came,  and 
to  those  who  advocated  the  bill  in  this  House. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  was  then  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote:  For  striking  it  out  50,  against  it71. 

Mr.  Fi8K  then  briefly  explained  the  character 
of  this  bill,  and  in  what  respect  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  committee  would  change  the  fea- 
tures of  it.  The  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate, 
and  as  it  now  stands,  proposes  that  the  forty  mil- 
lions to  be  subscribed  by  individuals,  shall  be  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars  in 
war  stock,  five  millions  in  specie,  and  eight  mil- 
lions in  Treasury  notes;  and  that  subscriptions 
shall  be  opened  in  Boston,  Baltimore,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Richmond,  Charleston,  and  Pitts- 
burg. The  committee  had  recommended  to  re- 
duce the  proportion  subscribable  by  individuals 
to  thirty-five  millions,  of  which  twenty  to  be  in 
public  stock,  five  in  specie,  and  ten  in  Treasury 
notes.  The  details  of  the  bill  being  nearly  the 
same  a-!  those  of  the  bill  originally  reported  in 
this  House,  were  not  proposed  to  be  changed,  ex- 
cept that  the  committee  had  recommended  that 
books  of  subscription  should  be  opened  at  one 
place  in  every  State,  in  conformity  with  what 
appeared  to  be  the  sentiment  of  the  House  when 
the  bill  was  before  under  consideration. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  bill  were  separately 
considered,  and  agreed  to  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 

The  Committee  proceeded  in  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill — rose,  after  4  o'clock,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Saturday,  December  24. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  relating  to  an  uniform  system 
of  discipline  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
reported  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
appoint  a  Board  of  Officers,  to  modify  "  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  field  exercise  and  manoeuvres  of  the 
French  Infantry."  as  translated  by  Macdonald,  so  as 
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to  make  them  correspond  with  the  organization  of  the  '  self  cant urpH    >    Rriii^K  „«:  j.  ,  ^ 

Army  of  the  United   States,  snd    to    make  «urh  «H,1..     !!!„  'f^'"   r^    "    ^""^'^  officer  an*  four    British 


Army  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  make  such  addi- 
tions and  retrenchments  as  may  be  thought  proper ; 
and  to  lay  the  same,  as  soon  an  possible,  before  this 
House. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  agreed  to 


.seamen  He  was  m  an  oyster  boat  in  the  neieh- 
borhood  of  Chippewanzie,  into  which  he  was 
pursued  by  a  British  vessel;  and.  after  he  got 
into  the  creek,  a  barge  was  sent  after  him  with  a 
midshipman  and  four  men.    This  individual  find- 


The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  '  i^l        r;  be  o rrtXn"'         ,    "i""''"''-  ^''• 
bill  "giving  further  time  to  locate  certain  claims      kTff  LTconcealed  h,'  pi7'    .J'^"'"  '"''™?" 
to  lands  confirmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled    c;;ek  iMirhTd     ^'  T      ^cVn'/a"^^ 
"An  act  confirming  certain  c  a  ms  to    an,{«  in  fK„     ...u„ .l ,        -""' uireciing  a  mulatto  man 


"An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the 
District  of  Vincennes."  were  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On   motion  of   Mr.   Fisk,  of  New  York,   the 
House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


o  was  the  only  person  in  comp.ny  with  him 
to  pursue  his  way  up  the  creek.  The  mulatto 
tnan  accordingly  steered  up  the  creek,  under  a 
sharp  fire  from  the  barge  which  was  in  pursuit 
When  the  barge  passed  within  a  convenient  dis- 
tance, Mr.  Guy  discharged  his  gun  with  such 
steady  aim   at   it.  as   to  wound   four  of  the  fire 


the  Whole,  on   the   bill   to   incorporate  the  sub-  '     l       j       i  r '"""   "'   '"^  "ve 

scribers   to   the   Bank   of   the  United   States  „f  I '"^n  on  board,  who  imnaediately  cried  for  quar- 
America.  I  ^"5  which    being   readily  granted,   they  pushed 

The  whole  of  the  day  was  consumed  in  the  ,'  «««^^^'' ;^lule  Guy  was  loading  his  guna  second 
discussion  of  the  details  and  propositions  to  amend  '''"^-  ^n  Dn^^'"?  «he  inferiority  of  force  to  which 
this   bill,  without  giving   birth    to  any  material  "^   /^^  surrendered   their  arms,   the  prisoners 

amendments.  I  ^^""^  disposea  to  attempt  a  rescue  ;  but  their  cap- 

The  amendments  made  in  the  Committee  were  '  'l^  P^'^^'^'^f  his  piece  a  second  time  at  them,  and 
reported  to  the  House,  and  agreed  to  before  the  I  'u  '^  u^emetl  it  proper  to  submit,  the  ofl5cer  and 
House  adjourned.  '"'■^**  others  being  already  wounded.     The  brave 

As  amended,  the  bill  exhibits  the  followinir  ^^°  ^^°  performed  this  exploit,  delivered  his 
features,  viz:  *  '  prisoners  up  to  the  militia  in  St.  Mary's  county 

The  capital  to  consist  of  fifty  millions  of  dol-  i  ^.  whom  they  had  been  brought  to  the  city." 
lars,  divided  into  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars  i  ^"°"S"  '"'^  case  did  not  come  within  the  letter, 
each;  subscribable  and  payable  as  follows-  by  '  f*^  **"J  "  c^r'amly  did  within  the  equity  of  the 
the  Government,  in  stock  to  bear  an  interest  of  * ^'  ^'^"^"  allows  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dol- 
fniir   npr  rpnf    nur   onr^...«.  c r. —    ._;i.  i        lars  On  every  prisoner  taken    by  privateers-   be- 

cau.se  this  individual  had  redeemed  from  captivity 


lour  per  cent,  per  annum;  fifteen  millions,  by 
individuals;  the  remaining  thirty-five  millions 
payable  as  follows,  viz:  five  millions  in  specie,' 
ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes,  and  twenty  mill- 
ions in  what  is  usually  called  the  war  stock.  The 
bank  to  commence  its  operations  so  soon  as  eleven 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  paid  in. 
in  the  proportions  before  mentioned,  of  specie. 
Treasury  notes  and  stuck.  ' 

Other  amendments  were  proposed  to  the  hi 


I  one  of  our  naval  officers  and  foar  of  our  seamen 
!  by  obtaining  the  means  of  their  exchange  ;  which 
was  the  principle  on  which  the  act  in  question 
was  passed.  He  was  desirous  to  extend  the  pro- 
'  vision  of  that  bill  to  this  individual;  and  ihere- 
'  fore  moved  the  following  re.«olution  : 
I  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 


hen   the    House  adjourned,    without  taking    ^  '  a  ^""'y  »<>  Matthew  Guy,  for  fire  English  prisoners 


question  on    the   bill's   going   to  a   third   read 

IDg. 


Mo.NDAY.  December  26. 
Mr.  Troup,  from  the  managers  appointed   by 
this  House  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  ol  the  two  Houses  on   the  amendments 

moposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  i"  i.i«r  >aiu  um  ueing  a?ain  read,  were  amended 
DIM  'i-ora  tlie  benate  '•  to  authorize  the  President  i  and  .severally  concurred  in  by  tne  House,  except 
of    the    United    Stntoc    ir,    <.«ii    .l^    ■     .i i„__._i      ■  '      ..  '       ^^i'- 


captured  by  him. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  ■•  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Siatesof  America  ;"  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  said  bill  being  again   read,  were  amended. 


of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  several 
States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  re«^pective 
quotas  of  eighty  thousand  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  (he  frontiers  of  the  United  Slates  against  in- 
vasion," made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

MATTHEW  GUi', 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to  make 
a  motion.  He  said  there  was  now  an  individual 
in  this  town,  by  the  name  of  Matthew  Guy,  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Dumfries,  who,  by  an  ex- 
traordinary act  of  bravery  and  heroism,  had  him- 


the  amendment  which  goes  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill. 

The  said  section  was  further  amended. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  said  new 
section,  which  is  as  follows  : 

Sac.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
at  all  times  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  cither  House 
of  Congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration hereby  created  ;  and  to  report  whether  the 
provisions  of  this  charter  have  been  by  the  same  vio- 
lated or  not.     And  whenever  any  committee,  as  afore< 
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^id,   ihal)   fmd  and   report,   or  the    President  of  the 
a  nited  Stauts  shall  have  reason    to   believe,  that  the 
;|]l*rt«r  has    Uecn  violated,   it   may  ^e  lawful   for  Con- 
▼resa  to  direct,  or  the  President  to  order,  a  scirt facias 
<4  be  sued  out  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of 
J'^enn8y|vani4,  in  the  name  of  the  United  Slates,  (which 
5&aU  be  executed  upon   the   President  of  the  corpora- 
iifin  for  the  ii^ne  hcing,  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the 
Jammencemunt  of  the  term  of  said  court,)  calling  on 
ihe  said  corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  char- 
ter hereby  granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited  :  And 
^  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court,  upon  the  return  of 
V'*  *^    'Z^"'*/'^^'^^'  'o  examine  into  the  truth  of  the 
Cdeged  violation,  and  if  such  violation  be  made  appear, 
Sen  to  pronounce  and   adjudge   that  the  said  charter 
^  forfeited  ar.d  annulled  :   Provided,  however.  Every 
^ue  of  fact  which  may  be  joined  between  the  United 
•eates  and  t|ije  corporation  aforesaid,  shall  be  tried  by 
try.     And  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the  court  aforesaid  to 
quire  the  {.coduction  of  such  of  the  books  of  the  cor- 
-,jraUon  as  tt  may  deem   necessary  for   the  ascertain- 
,  .t-nt  of  the  eDntroverted  facts,  and  the  final  judgment 
J, the  circiit;4ourt  aforesaid  shall  be  eiaramable  in  the 
•upreme  Co.irt  of  the  United  States  by  writ  of  error 
Aid  may  be  there  reversed  or  affirmed,  according  to  the 
t  ages  of  Inw. 

«  The  coaeurreDce  of  the  House  in  this  araend- 
aat  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ingha.m  of  Pennsyl- 
iD.a,  Mr.  Forsyth  of  Georgia,  and  iMr.  Haw- 

^''^•/"It^^I^'"'^''^'  ^"'^  supported   by  Mr.  Ga8- 
>.N  of  Nortli  Carolina.  Mr.  Sheffey  of  Vir?inia 

.Jr.  Oaklet   of  Now  York ;    and  opposed  and 

■^vocated   ky  other  ^enilemen. 

The  question  on  concurrence  therein  was  de-  I 
Jed  in  th^  affirmative.— For  concunence  95  I 
:aln^t  It  3C;  as  follows:  I 

^  r^fr"^*"**"'  ^*^*^'  fi*>lie«  of  .MassachusetU,  Bay-  \ 

of   V.rgini,..    Bigdow.    Bowen,    Boyd,    Bradbury, 

cckenrRlge.-Brigham,  Caperton.  Caldwell.  Calhoun, 

iViinon,  Chainpion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clendenin,   Clop-  ' 

|n,  Uoope:,  C'ox,    Crawford,    Culpeper,    Davenport,! 

^Tis  of  MwHachusclis,  Desha,  Earl,  Elv.  Evans,  Far-  ' 

'*',''';'    ^"m<mt,    Forney,    PVanklin.    Gaston, 

riolson,    Goiirdin.    Hale,   Hall,   Hasbrouck,   Hawea, 

^derson.  ^umphreys,  Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of 

pouelsiar.d.  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  1 

riw    lork,   Kent   of  .Vlaryland,    Kilbourn,  King  of  i 

MM   1^''°'"^*'  ^*^'  Lovett,  Lowndes,  .Macon.  .Mar- 

fU  .McKee,  McLean.   Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley, 

.laon,  .NeA^^n,  Oakley,  Parker.   Pearson,  Pickering, 

.iT*",f '  tfl"*''  •'^*^"   ^"'^'   ^'"^'^"1  Reed,  Rich, 
^.Iffgold     I?o|K.rt.on,   Ruggles.  Schureman,    Seybert, 

»^arp,Shefla3^, Sherwood. Shipherd,  Slaymaker.  Smith 

Virginia,    Stanford,    Stockton.    Taggart,     Tavlor, 

rtmpson,   Vpse.    Ward  of  Masaachu setts.   Ward   of 

w    Jersey.    Wheaton.   White.    Wilcoi.    WUaon  of 

ifsachusotts,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Mewrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bines, 
ow-n,  Conis.ock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cuthbert.  Da- 
Davis  ol  fa.,  Findley,  Forayth,  Griffin,  Hawkins, 
pkins  of  K..ntucky,  Ingersoll.  Ingham,  Kerr,  Ker- 
iw,  King  or  .Massachusetts,  LefferU,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
•ore,  MunTf^e,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
wee,  Sage,  ^kinner.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania.  Strong 
nnehill,  T^lf^ir,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsyl 
!ia.  i  •' 


Decbmbbh,  1814. 

Tuesday,  December  27. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  repre- 
sentation from  James  Monroe,  acting  Secrelarv 
of  State;  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ;  and  Richard  Rush.  Attorney  General 
'  Commissioners  appointed  bv  the  act  "  providin^^ 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants   o1" 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  com- 
monly  called   the  Yazoo  claims,  passed  on   the 
31st  of  March.  1814,  representincr  their  inability 
owing   to   the    multiplied   and    laborious    duties 
which  demand  their  attention  in  their  respective 
departments,    to  discharge    the    duties  enjoined 
upon  them  by  ihe   said  act,  and  suggesting  the 
propriety  of  appointing  other  Commissioners  to 
execute   the   provisions  of  the  act,  whose  atten- 
tion shall  not  be  engrossed  by  other  public  duties. 
The  said  representation  was  read  and  referred  to 
Messrs.    Oakley.    Low.ndes.   and    Bayues.   of 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  sale  of  cer- 
tam  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  McKee  also  reported  a  bill  attachin''  to 
the  Canton  district,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,''the 
tract  of  land  lying  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Connecticut 
Western  Reserve;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  last  mentioned. 

.MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 


^*Vnd  on  miiion,  i^e  House  adjourned  until  to- 
t)rrow.         I  ; 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Trocp,  of  Georgia,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
commilteeof  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  into  service 
eighty  thousand  militia. for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  proposition  of  the  committee  relates 
to  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia,  and  pro- 
poses that  a  compromise  between  the  two  Houses 
shall  take  place,  the  Senate  receding  six  months 
and  the  House  advancing  six  months  in  the  ser- 
vice, so  as  to  fix  It  at  eighteen  months. 

Mr.  Trolp  explained  that  this  report  was  the 
result  of  compromise  between  the  two  Houses; 
and  Mr.  Stockto.n  >tated  that,  though  he  had 
consented,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
conference,  to  the  report  being  made,  he  was  op- 
posed to  It,  as  was  a  majority  of  the  conference 
committee  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Farrow  made  a  short  speech  in  opposition 
to  the  report,  the  object  of  which  was  to  explain 
the  reason  why  he,  who  had  voted  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  should  now  vole  against  this  report;  it 
was  because  he  considered  the  militia  character 
of  the  bill  to  be  changed,  and  that,  as  proposed 
to  be  amended,  it  would  possess  the  conscriptive 
character.  He  made  a  number  of  observations, 
principally  drawn  from  our  history,  to  show  that 
the  militia  were,  and  always  would  be.  under 
proper  officers,  an  effective  force. 
The  question,  on  agreeing  to  this  part  of  the 
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report,  was  decided— for  concurrence  C>4,  against 
it  73.  as  follows  : 

Ykas — .Mesijrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnelt,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Denoyelles,  Duvall.Earlc,  Evans, 
Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth.Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  In- 
gersoll, Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kjibourn, 
King  of  Noith  Carolina,  Leffert.*,  Lyle,  Markell.  Mc- 
Kee, McLean,  .Montgomery,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennaylvania.  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree, 
Wilhams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  V'ancey. 

^Ais — Messrs.  Alexander,  Buy  lies  of  Massachu- 
setU, Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Caper- 
ton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Ciiley,  Ciopton,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Davia  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Ely, 
Farrow,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Gholson,  Hale,  Harris,  Henderson.  Howell,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent 
of  Maryland.  King  of  .MassachusetU,  Law,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  .Macon,  .Markell,  McCoy,  Miller,  Moore,  .Mose- 
ley. Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed.  Rich.  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert, 
Sheffjy,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Thompson,  Vosc,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  oi 
MassachusetU. 


of  Masaachuaetu.    Ward  of  New    Jeraey,   Webrtw, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,   Wil«)n  of  Ma«iachuaett. 
and  Winter — 68.  ' 

Nats— Mewrs.  Alexander,  Alston.  Anderson,  Ar- 
^  .L'  A  ^«^"«"'  B»nes,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell, 

Calhoun,  Chappell.  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard, Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pa.. 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans  Findley,  Fisk 

,  of  \erm  t,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gour- 
din, Gnffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Inger- 
soil,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virgmia,  Kennedy, 
jventof  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lefferta 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Murfree,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  PleasanU,  Rea  of  Pennayl- 

;  vania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage, 

:  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Telfair.  Udree,  Wil- 
hams, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey— 80. 
The  House  then   agreed  to  the  other  proposi- 

'  lions  of  the  committee  of  conference  ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  Houf^e  resolved 
to  iruUt  on  tlie  amendments  from  which  it  had 
just  refused  to  recede;  and  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  Senate  to  acquaint  them  of  this  deterrai- 
nntion. 


4. 

I 


So  the  House  refused  to  concur  in  extending 
the  term  of  service  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
months.  ° 

The  second  proposition  of  the  committee  of 
conference  is,  that  the  House  shall  recede  from 
an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  is  to  author- 
ize the  Executive,  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  of 
the  Governors  of  the  Sutes  to  execute  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law.  to  call  directly  on  the  militia 
officers  of  the  States  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

On  the  question  toagree  to  this  proposition,  an 
interesting  debate  of  considerable  length  took 
place,  in  the  course  of  which,  it  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  Thoup.  Stockton,  Pickering,  King 
of  Massachusetts.  Shiphehd.  and  Webster;  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Robertson,  Hawkins,  For- 
syth, Gholson,  Cuthbert,  and  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont. 

The  discussion  ended    in    the    refusal  of  the 
House  to  agree  to  the  proposition  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference   by  the  following  vote  :— For 
agreeing  to  it  69.  against  it  SO. 
„  YiAt— .Meaws.  Baylies  of  Massachu8ett^   Bigelow, 
Boyd,    Bradbury,    Bradley,    Breckenridge,    Brigham, 
Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Ciopton,  Coop- 
er, Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  MaasachuaetU 
Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Hale,  Henderaon,  How- 
ell,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode   Island,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  MassachusetU,  King  of  North  Carohna 
Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  .Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering 
Pitkm,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wilham   Reed,  Rich,  Rug- 
gles, Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker, Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton'  Stur- 
ges, Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,  Vose.'ward 
13th  Con.  3d  Sess. — 32 


i  BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
tiie  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A   motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hale  to  amend 

:  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  thirteenth  section  of 

,  the  bill,  which  authorizes  occasional  suspension 

of  payment^  in  specie  by  the  bank:   Whereupon, 

•Mr.  Inger-soll.  of  Pennsylvania,  required   the 

previous  question,  which    precludes  all  further 

!  debate  or  amendment  of  the  bill.    This  call  being 

duly  sustained,  the  previous  question  was  taken, 

and  decided— for   taking  the  main  question  12 

I  against  taking  it  70.  ' 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston  Anderaon,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Binea,  Brown,  Caldwell, 
Cannon.  Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comatock,  Con- 
ard, Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penoaylvm- 
ma,  Denoyelles,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  GhoJron,  Gourdm,  Griffin,  Hall, 
i  Hams,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubb»rd,  Humpbre;^ 
j  IngeraolL.  Ingham,  Irvmg ,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  ot  North 
Carohna,  LeflferU,  Lowndee,  Lyle,  McCoy,  .McLeu, 
.Moore,  .Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  PleaMOta, 
K«a  of  Pennsylvaoia,  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Sage,  Seybert,  Skinaer,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Tioup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey.  Williama,  Wibon  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

^i^ti — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MaaaachusetU,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham.  Caperton,  CaUioua, 
Champion,  Cilley.  Ciopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Maasa.,  De*ha, 
Duvall,  Ely.  Farrow,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Hale,  Has- 
brouck, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderaon,  Howell.  Hulbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia.  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  .MassachusetU,  Law,  Lovett, 
Macon,  .Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moae- 
ley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John 
Rted,  Wiiham  Reed,  Kobertwn,  Ruggles,  Schureman 
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iharp.  Shefley,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith 
?f  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Thompson,   Vo«e, 
^'ard   of   MitMachusetts.   Webster,   Wheaton,  White, 
VMcoi,  Wiiion  of  Masgarhusett«,  and  Winter. 

JThe  previous  question  having  thus  been  de- 
ided  in  ih.-  affirmative— a  motion  was  made  to 
ay  the  hill  and  amendments  on  the  table. 
The  Chair  decided  (Mr.  Macon,  in  the  ab- 
\'nce  of  Mr.  Cheves.  occupying  the  Chair)  liiat 
|he  motion  was  not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  the 
>Iouse  having  decided  that  tlie  main  question 
[hall  be  now  put.  no  other  motion  can  obtain,  un- 
L?s  a  moiion  to  au'journ. 

J  Ad  appeal  was  laken  from  this  decisiou  of  the 
Vhair;  whjch.  after  some  debate,  v/as  confirmed 
V  yeas  acj({  nays,  by  the  following  vote :  In  favor 
^f  the  Chair  108.  against  it  36. 
1  Mr.  Ga8ion.  of  North  Carolina,  then  took  an 
Ippeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  (.Mr.  Macon 
liil  occupying  it.)  that  the  main  question  was. 
hat  the  bill  should  pass  to  a  third  readins.  He 
intended  jhat  the  Tnanj  question  was,  that  on 
t\e  amendttient  under  discussion  when  the  pre- 
^ous  question  was  called. 

j  [The  Que*,tion  has.  more  than  once,  been  de- 
cided in  thfJsame  manner  by  the  present  and  late 
iSpeaker,  unj  affirmed  with  much  solemnity.! 
I  After  sortie  deb?»te.  the  decisiou  of  the  Chair 
^^as  affirmed  by  the  following  vote  :  In  favor  of 
ye  decision  91,  against  it  52. 

The  main  nuestioD.  viz  :  Shall  the  amendments 
^.;  engrossed,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  be  read 
;tbird  time^?  was  then  put,  and  decided  as  fol- 
tws :  j 

>^'^-^f— ^«f«"-  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
icT  Ayer.v,;Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown. 
Uidwdl,  (  ajboun.  Cannon,  Chappcll,  Clark,  Clen- 
Um.Comst^K^k,  Conard.Creighton.  Cuthbert,  Dana 
hvia  of  Pcni  sylvania,  Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Earle.  Far- 

jAirdin,  Gnllin,  Harr..,  Haabrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins 
.  opkms  of  ICentucky.  Hubbard,  Inger«oll,  Ingham. 
UMng,  Irwin^Kent  ot  Maryland,  Kerr.  Kershaw,  Kil- 
U^rn.  Km«  of  North  Carolina,  LefferU,  Lowndes, 
•Jvl*;  '^"i^yy-'  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore 
^ree  Ndapn,  Ormsby.  Parker.  Pickens,  Pleasants 
.I|,  of  Pennsylvania.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 


Decembkk,  1814. 

Wednesdav,  December  28. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  a  change  in  the 
organization  of  the  corps  of  artillery  and  engi- 
neers, which  may  allow  the  officers  thereof  to  be 
placed  on  a  more  favorable  footing  in  regard  to 
promotion. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Kilbolrn, 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Revival  and  Unfinished  Business 
made  to  this  House  on  the  8ih  ultimo,  and  now 
lying  upon  the  table,  as  relates  to  ihe  "bill  for 
the  more  effectual  defence  of  the  Northwest- 
ern frontier,"  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise  ' 

Mr  Kilbourn,  Mr.  McKee,  Mr.  Clthbert, 
;  ^^^°^^^^^'  Mr.  Wilcox,  Mr.  Kennedy 
and  Mr.  Parker,  were  appointed  the  committee.' 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for  the  relief  of 
John  C.  Hurlburt,  of  Chatham,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Yancev,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Benjamin  Wells,  and  others.  The  case 
of  these  persons  is  that  of  persons  who  suffered 
injury  in  their  property  and  persons  in  the  year 
1794,  and  who  pray  remuneration  therefor.  The 
report  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  recommending  the 
authorizing  of  legal  provision  for  the  adjustment 

il,"'  r**^*^°""''-    '^^^  ^^P^^^  having  been  read— 

Mr.  Yancev,  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill 

Jur    th..«    reliel   of  Benjamin    Wells  and  others: 

which  was  twice  read,  and  referred    to  a  Com- 

niitiee  of  the  Whole. 


.^If ,  RoberU.,n,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith 
;o*  I  ennsvlv.,na  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tanneh.ll. 
Taylor.  1  elfair,  Ldree.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wdhams 


|»enport  DaWis  of  Massachu.etU.  Desha,  Ely.  Evan., 

FiCTkim,  GdMon,  GhoUon.  Hale,    Hall.   Henderson, 

Humphreys.  Jackson  rtf  Rhode  Island.  Johnson  of  Vir- 

^»a.   Kenneify.  King  of  Mawachusetts,  Law,  Lovctl, 

;j*ron,    Mark^li.   Miller,    Moseley,    Newton,  Oakley, 

.T'T'  T'^o^""*^-  **'"""•  ^°""'  John  Reed,  Wil- 
L*»4  Reed  Ruggie..  Schureman.  Seybert,  Sheffey, 
Bferwood,  Shipherd.  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
.I|ompson,  V{.*e,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster 
VJratoM.  Whjte,  W.lcoi,  Wdson  of  Massachusetts," 
»&L  Wmter— 68. 


i 


I 


,ao  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
iporrow  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  an- 
nounced for  its  third  reading. 

Mr.   Gaston,  of  North  "Carolina,  moved   to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means    with    instructions    to   report   an  amend- 
ment thereto,  authorizing  the  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  (therein  directed  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  sil- 
ver coin,  or  in  public  stock  created  since  the  de- 
claration of  war)  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  coin 
or  in  any  public  debt  contracted  or  to  be  contract- 
ed, which  shall  at  the  time  of  subscription  bear 
an  accruing  interest  of  six  per  cent. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  xMr 
L1A8TON  included  in  his  motion  the  following 
lurttier  instruction  to  the  committee:  'And  that 

•  the  said  committee  be  also  instructed  to  extend 

•  the   lime  for  opening  subscriptions  at  New  Or- 

eans,    Nashville,    Lexington,    and    Chilicothe, 

•  (the  time  fixed  in  the  bill  being  the  third  Mon- 
day  m  January)-and   to  strike  out  so  much  of 

^  the    ISth  fundamental   rule  as  directs    that  all 
specie  payments  during  the  present  war  shall  be 
made  at  Philadelphia." 
The  motion  for  the  recommitment    .rave  rise 

to  a  long  and  animated  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 

C^ASTo.M.   Oakley,   SaErrEY,    Sharp,    McKee, 
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Kino  of  Massachusetts,  and  Pickehino,  support- 
ed the  motion  ;  and  Messrs.  Inoham,  Hopkins, 
F18K  of  Vermont,  and  Forsytu,  opposed  it. 

The  debate  turned  principally  on  the  question 
of  the  expediency  of  restricting  the  privilege  of 
subscription  to  the  bank  to  such  stock  of  the 
United  State.«,  now  in  existence,  as  has  been  cre- 
ated since  the  war.  and  excluding  all  stock  j)re- 
viously  existing,  and  which  may  be  hereafter 
created.  Interwoven  with  this  discussion,  were 
some  remarks  on  both  sides,  on  the  general  ques- 
tion of  establishing  such  a  bank  as  that  proposed 
by  the  bill,  and  particularly  on  the  celerity  with 
which  the  minority  alleged  it  had  been  pushed 
through  the  Hou>e. 

The  recommitment  was  also  advocated  by 
one  or  two  gentlemen  friendly  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  on  other  grounds  than  that  above  stated  ; 
Ihe  principal  of  which  was,  a  desire  to  extend  the 
time  for  opening  the  subscriptions  at  distant 
places,  for  which  it  was  argued  that  much  too 
short  a  lime  was  now  allowed  by  ihe  bill. 

The  question,  on  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — for  recommit- 
ment 79,  against  it  70,  as  follows  : 

YiAs— Messrs.  Bard,  Baylies  of  MassschusetU, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigclow,  Bowcn,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Cillty,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasachu.'ietu,  Desha, 
Ely,  Evans,  Farrow,  Uaaton,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Gour- 
din,  Hale,  Harris,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hul- 
bert,  Irving,  Jackaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Law,  Lovett,  .Macon,  .Markell,  McKee, 
Mdler,  Montgomery,  Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Rob- 
ertson, Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
woofl,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturgea,  Taggart,  Thomp- 
son, VoM,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and    Winter. 

Nat» — Measrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Chappel,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Con- 
»rd,  Creighlon,  Cuthberl,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney.  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
OhoUon,  Griffin,  Hasbrouck,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Johmwn  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  KUbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts, 
Lowndea,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsbv,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasanta, 
Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 
^Ivania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
lelfair,  Udree,  WUliama,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Y  ancey. 


Thursday,  December  29. 
Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  religious  society  of  friends 
(Quakers)  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey.  Dela- 
ware, and  parts  adjacent,  praying  that  members 
of  their  society  may  be  exempt  from  military  duty 
and  that  the  National  Legislature  will  consent'  I 


by  a  solemn  act.  to   the  rights  of  conscience- 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the   Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''  tu  provide 
additional  revenues  fur  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit. 
by  layingdutieson  various  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, manufactured  within  the  United  States," 
with  amendments.    The  Senate  have  also  passed 
a  bill  '•  to   provide  for   leasing  certain    lands  re- 
served for  the  support  of  schools  in    the    Missis- 
sippi Territory  ;"  in  which  amendments  and  bill 
they  ask   the  concurrence  of  this   House.     The 
Senate  have  also  resolved  that  a  committee  of 
three   members    be  appointed,  who,  jointly  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Representatives 
may  appoint,  shall  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  binding 
for  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and   into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  permanent  rules  for  regu- 
lating and  conducting  the   printing  and  binding, 
and  for  the   supply  of  stationery  for   the  Senate' 
and  House  of  Representatives;  and  Mr.  Daggett, 
Mr.  Fromkntin,  and  Mr.  Morrow,  have  been  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  for 
amendment  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America,  reported  three  amendments 
thereto,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  the 
House. 

The  first  amendment  proposes  to  substitute  the 
second  Monday  in  February  for  the  third  Mon- 
day in  January,  as  the  day  on  which  the  books 
of  subscription  to  the  bank  shall  be  opened. — 
Agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  proposes  to  strike  out 
so  much  of  the  bill  as  describes  ihe-(warj  stock 
which  shall  be  subscribable  to  the  bank,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  to  insert  "any  public  debt  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  contracted,  or  to  be  contracted,  which 
at  the  time  of  payment  shall  bear  an  accruing  in- 
terest of  six  per  centum  per  annum." 

After  a  lew  words  from  Mr.  Gaston  and  Mr. 
Oakley,  expressive  of  a  hope  that  this  amend- 
ment would  pass,  and  from  Mr.  Ingham  and  Mr. 
Desha  to  the  contrary,  the  question  on  this 
amendment  was  decided  without  debate — For 
the  amendment  72,  against  it  73,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Measrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brecken- 
ridge, Brigham,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark, 
Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
.Maasachusetta,  Ely,  Gaaton,  Geddea,  Glasgow,  Hale, 
Henderson,  Howell,  Humphreys,  Huibert,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy.  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  MassachusetU, 
Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKec,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rugglea, 
Schureman,  Sharp,  ShefTey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker, Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voae,  Ward  of  MaMA- 
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\:buMlU,  y/fiTd  of  New  Jer«ey,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
White,  W;it^x,  Wilson  of  M»«achu8etU,  and  Winter, 
j  -Nats — MJescrs.  Alexamier,  Akton,  Anderson,  Ar- 
yper,  Avery!  Bard,  Barnetl,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown, 
jButier,  Caliiwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenin,  Com- 
4«tock,  Conai^,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culhbert,  Dana, 
*'|avia  of  Pennsylvania,  DenoyeUes,  Desha,  Duvall, 
>an8.  FajTJw,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
(ew  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholaon,  Grif- 
1,  Harris,  Ijasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Ingeraoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kerr, 
5e"haw,  Ki$)ourn,  LefferU,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,' 
Lfcore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,' 
Jteasanta,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
kinggold,  Rdbertson,  iSage,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
[mith  of  Virijmia,  8trong.  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup, 
.   Jiree,  Williama,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

I  So  the  Hpuse  refused   to  accept  this  amend- 
,  iiint. 

1  4  The  othei(  amendment  proposes  to  strike  out 

tf;it  part  of  jne  of  the  fundamental  rules  which 

-^s.tricts  the  payment  of  the  notes  in  specie  to  such 

t  are  presented  at  the  principal  bank. 

^  The  adoption  of  this  amendment  was  opposed 

:  V.Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Forsyth,  .Mr.  I.ngham,  Mr. 

II  vWKiNs,  and  others,  on   the  ground,  generally, 

ifcat  ihe  protision  would  not  in  fact  be%ffectual! 

.IJ'Causeit  wnuld   be  in  the   power  of  the   bank, 

li(>|withstan<jing   such    provision,   to   issue   notes 

jfcjr'able  at  tie  principal  bank;  bui,  if  it  would  be 

ciwrative.  it-    effect   would    be    injurious   in    the 

ll^hest  dejrri-e.  inasmuch  as   it  would,  in  a   very 

f|\4r  days  after  the   bank  commenced   operation, 

ct>fiipel  it  to  cease  payment  in  specie,  owin"^  to  its 

lability  to  pjy  it  at  so  many  points,  and  thegreat 

jdtwand   for -specie   now  existing,  and   likefy  to 

■cO|iinue  danng  the  war,  to  the  end  of  which  this 

p.  f^positioa  vras  limited. 

The  amenilment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Sharp. 
|aj.1  Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  and  others,  on 
jt  ,4  ground;  principally,  that  it  would  be  infinitely 
jb-{ter  that  t-ne  notes  should  bear  on  their  face 
jtSfcir  actual  value  and  place  of  payment,  than 
ail^t  they  should  purport  to  be  payable  at  places 
'"'Iwhich  in  /act   they  would   not   be  payable  in 
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;s.%ccie.     If  rtjade   payable  at  Philadelphia  Tnly! 


|t3rf  person;,  p^ceivins:  the  paper  would  know  its 
•rjil  value,  atjd  not  under  a  deceptive  aspect  of 
»ing  payabli  at  any  of  the  branches,  where  in 
/(|r?  no  paymjent  in  specie  was  to  be  made  «tc 
•h  jiras  also  objected  to  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands, 
i^3jt  It  would  dram  all  the  specie  in  the  country 
tJliccurauhie  it  ai  Philadelphia. 
jThe  quesrtjpn  on  the  amendment  resulted  by 
y«s«nd  o«yi— For  the  amendment  76,  against 
I iViS.  as  follows: 

•J^V'tT^^'**'""^"'^'^''''''"  of  Mawarhosetts,  Bay- 
J*?;  V»Jf"«'^-  Bigelow.  Bovren.  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
^' Jley,  Brtct'enndge,  Brigham.  Butler,  Caperton, 
CJ^n,  Chajnpion,  Cilley,  Clopton.  Cooper,  Cox. 
i  1  '  ^'"'f^P*^'  l^avenport,  Davw  of  Massachu- 
%^\,  De«ha,  Karle,  Ely.  Farrow,  Gaaton,  Geddea, 
Mgow,  Hale.  Hall,  Henderson,  Howell,  Humphreys, 
Jtoert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia' 
-*edy.  Ken.  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetu,' 
^k  ^^^"""^^^  Markell,  McKee,  Miller.  Moseley, 
r.f«y,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkm,  Potter,  John  Reed, 

A\ 


I  Wdham  Reed,  Ruggle.,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Sheffty, 
I  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker.  Smith  of  New  York 
Smith  of  Virginia,  SUnford.  Stockton,  Stuart  Sturee*' 
J?88»rt  Thompson,  Vo«;,  Ward  of  Maaaachusetu! 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster.  Wheaton,  While,  Wjl- 
cox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetu. 

Nats— Messrs.    Alexander,  Alston,  Anderw)n,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barnett,  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon 
Chappell,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Creighton! 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis   of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyellea 
Duvall,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk   of  New  York,    Forney 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholaon.  Gourdin,  Griffin,   Harris,' 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,    Ingersoll,   Ingham,   Irvmg,   Irwin,   Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,   King   of  North 
Carohna,    Lefferts,    Lyle,    Macon,    McCoy,    McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orms- 
by, Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,   Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Ttnnesaee,  Rich,  Ringgold.  Roberlaon,  Sage, 
I  Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvama,  Strong,  Tan- 
;  nehdl,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,   Udree,  Williams.  Wil- 
son  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

i      The  Speaker  decided  it  in  the  affirmative  by 

his  casting  vote. 
!  Mr.  Farrow  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  so  much  as  de>cribes  the  stock  to  be 
subscribable,  and  insertin?  m  lieu  thereof  a  pro- 
vision limiting  the  privilege  of  subscription  in 
the  stock  of  the  bank  to  such  public  debt  as  shall 
be  hereafter  contracted. 

On   this    motion,  Mr.   Farrow  addressed    the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  you  have  rejected  the  old  revolu- 
tionary war  Slock,  and  on  every  principle  of  either 
consistency,  policy,  or  honesty,  you  now  ought  to 
exclude  the  present  war  stock.     You  state   thai 
the  stock  that  you  have  excluded  was   purchased 
up  from  the  soldiery,  who  rendered  the  service  at 
the  rate  of  eight  or  ten  dollars  for  one,  and  there- 
fore the  present  holders  have  no   equitable  claim 
to  come  into  the  bank  with   their  stock.     The 
!  speculation  on  your  soldiers  was   dishonest  and 
{dishonorable,   indeed;    and,    what   rendered    it  a 
j  little  more  infamous   than   ordinary,  it  extended 
I  from  your  Congress  Hall.    Yes,  sir,  some  of  your 
honorable  members  of  that  day  were   deeply  ea- 
gaged  in  it ;  they  had  their  agents  out  purchasing 
up  the  indents,  the  soldier's  claim;  and,  as  soon 
j  as  they  purchased  all   that   they  could   get,  they 
I  then  voted  for  the  claims   to  be   funded,  wbicli 
I  raised  the  stock  immediately  above  par.     Le-t  us 
j  now  leave  this  disgraceful    tranaaciioa,  after  re- 
!  minding  you  tha'  it  is  a  debt  that  you  justly  owe. 
1  And  I  will  further  remind  you,  that  some  of  this 
\  stock  is  at  this  moment  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
i  fought  your  battles,  and  wear  the  scars  of  their 
bravery  ;  some  of  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  widow 
whose  husband  fell  in  your  battle;   some  of  it  is 
held  by  the  minor  as  a  legacy  from  the  ancestor. 
Those  are   the   persons,  among  others,  that  you 
have  shut  the  door  of  your   bank   against;   with 
their  demands,  they  cannot  purchase'the  slock  of 
your  bank. 

If  you  will  now  indulge  me,  I  will  examine 
what  equitable  claim  those  creditors  have  for 
whom  alone  you  are  about  to  establish  this  great 
institution.    I  believe  them  to  be  honest  and  hon- 
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orable  men.    They  have  acted  so  with  you.    You 
wanted  their  money;  they  had  a  right  to   make 
the  best  bargain  that   they  could   obtain.     They 
offered  you  eighty  dollars  for  a    hundred   dollars 
of  your  stock;  you  took  it.     You  stated  to  ihem 
the  terms  of  payment,  and  the  security  that  you 
would   give   them  ;    they   accepted   of  it.     They 
have  acted  faithful  (to  themselves)  over  a  few; 
you  are  now  about  to  give  them  a  bank,  which 
will  make  tht-m   rulers  over  many.     With   this 
bank.  I  fear  they  will  be  able  to  govern  ihe  nation 
in  their  own  way.     Those  creditors  are  entitled 
to  strict  justice  .''rom  you,  and  nothing  more.    The 
true  policy  would  be  to  reject  this  class  of  credi- 
tors as  you  have   the  other  class  who  holds  the 
old  war  ^tock,  and  only  admit  the  stock  of  such 
debts  as  will  accrue  on  subsequent  loans.    By  this 
course,  you  can  make  your  loans  on  belter  terms; 
you  can  obtain  money  at  six   per  cent.     In  this 
way  the  advantage  of  the   bank  will    be   to   the 
Government,  in  place  of  going   to  a  few  individ- 
uals who  you  are  under  no  obligations  to  but  to 
comply  with  the  contract  as  made  between  you. 
I  do  insist  that  you  ought  to  put  all  of  your  cred- 
itors on  the  same  footing ;  either  admit  them  all 
to  come  in.  or  keep  them  all  out.     I  call  on  every 
honorable  member,  individually,  to  think  for  him- 
self on  ihe  subject  of  this  amendment.     A    man 
making  himself  acquainted  with  facts,  and  delib- 
erately making  up  an  opinion,  will  nine  times  out 
often  determine  on  correct  principles;   but  when 
he  throws  himself,   soul  and  body,  upon  a   party. 
he  will  nine  times  out  of  ten  decide  wrong,  for  it 
is  but  seldom  that  correct   principles  will  answer 
party  purposes.     I  do  not   know  that   the  source 
from  whence  this  plan   came   has   been  actuated 
from  any  but  pure  motives.     I  do  not  know  who 
those  stockholders  are,  nor  where   they  are;   but 
this   I   do   know,  that  a   more   profitable  project 
could  not  be  planned,  either  by  themselves  or  any 
other  person  in  their  favor,  than  what  the  bill  on 
your  table  contemplates. 

The  principles  of  banking  I  am  not  acquainted 
wiih  ;  and  i  find  that  this  Hall  is  not  a  place  to 
acquire  any  knowledge  on  the  subject,  for  those 
who  understand  it  best  differ  the  most.  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  National  Bank  either  in  a  lime  of  peace 
or  war.  And  il  the  bill  before  you  cannot  be  al- 
tered for  the  belter.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  still  not 
certain  but  what  I  will  vote  for  it.  I  am  not 
afraid  that  ii  will  be  altered  for  the  worse.  If  I 
do  vote  lor  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  I  shall  do 
so  uiider  the  influence  of  a  hope  that  ii  is  possible 
it  will  afford  some  little  relief  to  the  Government 
If  you  adopt  the  amendment  that  I  have  proposed 
It  will  not  then  be  such  a  bill  as  I  would  wish  to 
see  pass.  I  want  the  capital  reduced  ;  the  specie 
capital  raised  ;  the  sum  to  be  loaned  fo  the  Gov- 
erumeni  reduced;  and  that  the  bank  should  be 
compelled  lo  pay  specie  for  iheir  bills  whenever 
demanded.  I  want  such  a  bank  as  will  wear,  at 
least,  the  complexion  of  a  commercial  bank  on 
banking  principles. 

Mr.  InoHAM  and  Mr.  Forsyth  opposed  and 
Mr.  Gaston  and  Mr.  Oakley  supported  the  mo- 
tion. 


Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  he  wished 
the  motion  to  prevail,  which  would  give  the  ben- 
eht  of  the  bank  to  the  nation,  instead  of  a  few 
individuals.  He  said,  if  this  was  a  question  of 
ordinary  legislation,  that  could  be  modified  or 
repealed  whenever  it  should  be  thought  expedient 
by  a  future  Congress,  he  would  have  been  satis- 
fied with  giving  a  silent  vote,  that  its  friends 
might  hnd  out,  from  experience,  what  its  onpo- 
sers  had  predicted.  But  when  he  considered  if 
this  charter,  in  Us  present  form,  was  granted  that 
It  was  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Legislature  for 
twenty  years,  and  uas  granting  an  exclusive 
right  to  a  particular  description  of  creditors  to 
make  paper  money  for  the  same  time,  alm'ost 
without  restraint  in  amount,  and  entirely  with- 
out responsibility,  he  could  not  let  it  pass  with- 
out entering  his  protest  against  it. 

He  said  he  would  not  vote  for  such  a  charter 
under  any  Administration,  at  any  time,  or  under 
any  circumstances;  but  if  this  must  be  granted 
he  wished  the  capital,  as  far  as  it  was  to  consist 
of  paper,  to  be  made  of  new  stock  and  Treasury 
notes,  which  would  be  of  some  benefit  to  the  na- 
tion. He  said  much  time  had  been  consumed 
the  preceding  as  well  as  on  the  present  day  in 
discussing  and  comparing  the  merits  and  tender 
mercies  of  the  speculators,  who  purchased  up  the 
debt  of  the  Revolution,  with  those  who  hold  the 
present  war  stock.  He  said  he  believed  if  one 
description  of  them  had  succeeded  better  than 
the  other  in  their  speculations,  it  was  more  owing 
to  their  skill  and  opportunity  than  to  any  other 
cause;  their  disposition  to  make  the  most  of  their 
money  was  the  same. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Imo- 
HAM.)  being  himself  in  favor  of  war-stock,  thinks 
It  strange  that  any  other  person  should  wish  to 
include  all  the  present  and  future  stock,  putting 
all  the  present  creditors  upon  a  par,  and  giving 
the  nation  the  advantage  in  the  sale  of  future 
stock,  and  says  that  the  minority  discouraged  the 
loans  for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and  predicted 
the  fate  of  those  who  should  loan  their  money  to 
the  Government  for  that  purpose,  and  now  wished 
to  see  their  predictions  verified.  This,  he  said 
was  the  reason  of  its  depreciation.  ' 

Mr.  P.  said  it   was  very   easy  to   make  those 
general  charges  against  a  parly,  even  when  they 
were   without   foundation;  but,  he  said,  it    was 
not  in  the  power  of  a  minority  to  injure  the  credit 
of  the  Government,  if  they  did  their  duty  in  ful- 
filling their  engagements;  but  this  they  had  not 
done.     They  had  not  provided  ways  and  means 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Government ;  they 
had  not  collected  from  the  people,  in  direct  and 
internal  taxes,  since  the  war,  but  about  five  mil- 
lions  of  dollars.     Having  neglected   to  provide 
ways  and  means  to  pay  the  interest,  the  principal 
mu.^t  depreciate.     Their  political  friends  in  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  had  been  the  first  to  in- 
jure, and  eventually  to  destroy  the  credit  of  bank 
paper;  their  friends  in  Boston  the  first  to  refuse 
to  pay  the  draft  of  the  Government  with   funds 
in  their  hands. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war.  public  stock 
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imzs  at  par,  and  the  interest  punctually  paid  ;  bank  |  benefitted  by  the  interest,  they  could  have  no  ex- 
J  fpaper  wai  io  good  credit  generally  until  the  col-  ,  cuse  for  not  paying  the  money,  the  more  esne- 
I  pctor  of  the  port  of  New  York,  maliciously  and  I  cially.  as  he  had  been  credibly  informed  that  the 
;  Vithout  any  justifiable  cause,  seized  and  stopped  j  banks  in  Boston,  in  order  to  susiain  the  credit  of 
\  U  '*'8«  '"J"^  0^  money  belonging  to  the  banks  in  the  Government,  and  bank  paper  generally  and 
i  i^lo&ton,  under  preience  that  it  was  about  to  be  to  enable  this  bank  to  fulfill  its  engaffemenis 
.  Ivot  out  of  the  country  to  the  enemy,  when  he    offprpH  m  I. .an  ihom  f„i.,  ^..^a.^a  .i.  *.__     .    .   .' 


»^r—  —  ~       —  — /  —   -         — — .  —  —.^i         .......        ..^^ 

jtxiust  have  known  better,  as  bills  could  have  then 
t»€en   bought  in  New  York  for  twenty  per  cent, 
discount;  but  as  he  was  in  office,  and,  as  be  ud- 
erstood.  a  director  of  the    bank  from   whence 
some  of  tisi;.  money  was  taken,  he  must  exercise 
bis    power    to    discourage   similar   applications. 
•rTbis  was  the  first  check  to  the   credit  of  bank 
per.     The  next  shock  it  received  was  in  Penn- 
Ivania.  which  eventually  compelled  the  banks 
that   State  and  New  York  to  stop  payment, 
e  Government  of  the  United  States  being  in 
■eat  want  u[  money  to  help  to   prosecute   this 
fjir.  the  bdDks^in  Philadelphia  were  induced  to 
Jin  them  large  sums  in  their  bills,  which  were 

fgt  in  general  circulation.     The  Legislature  of 
irnnsylvanift    knowing    the    situation    of    those 
tanks,  and    professing   great   friendship  for  the 
^nesent  Administration,  after  having  sent  in  the 
irjnual  plej^'es  of  life,  fortune,  and  honor,  to  aid 
^'em  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  granted  forty 
aik  charters,  interesting  a  great  portion  of  her 
tizens,  in  every  })art  of  the  State,  in  them,  who 
i  about  collecting  the  bills  of  those  banks  who 
id  loaned  their  money  to  the  Government,  in 
:;^<«r   to  get*  specie  for   the   vaults  of  the  new 
i  Li)»ks,  ia   su(|h   sums   that  they  were  unable  to 
.  iltfet  all  tht!i<  bills,  and  immediately  stopped  pay- 
'■  rn^Qi.     In  Jh's  situation  the  directors  of  the  banks 
liJ  a  meeiing,  and  being  desirous  of  bein<y  on 
)i)d  terms  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
|id  not  wi'.lvDg  to  offend  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
ijiia,  on  wb-um   they  depended  for  the  renewal 
I'itheir  chatters,  instead  of  acknowledging  that 
Vy  had  b«e«  imprudent  in  loaning  so  much  of 
tir  money,  or  charging  their  misfortunes  to  the 
ate,  for  granting  so  many  bank  charters  at  such 
lime,  and    being    desirous  of  assigning   some 
usible  reason  to  the  public  for  the  course  they 
.{re  about  to  pursue,  in  refusing  to  pay  specie 
r*  their  bills — in  this  situation,  prevailed  upon 
enoselves  to  believe  it  to   be   patriotic  to  stop 
ment,  pretending  that  the  money  was  going 
of  the  (jouQtry,  and  stopped  accordingly. 
^-.r,  P.  sa?i(r  he  would  next  call  iheir  aUention 
•  jlheir    pretended   friends  in    Boston.     At   this 
;B|a(ce,  the  Government  owed  about  two  hundred 
jl^ijusand  dollar-^,  for  interest  on  its  debt,  and 
i^brder  to  pay  it,  had  placed  in  the  State  Bank 
»«*  ^Boston,  {cnvned  and  managed  exclusively  by 
•jjfriends  ?>f  Administration.)  about  six  hundred 
,l<'jusand  dollars,  which  the  bank  had  received  as 
,»yeneral  dept)site.    The  bank  refused  to  pay,  and 
'tjlf^  Government  draft  was  dishonored,  under  a 
;cnce  that  the  deposite  consisted  of  Treasury 
s,  and  rh."\t,  at  .■<ome  future  day,  the  Govern- 
,.t  would  owe  them.     If  they  bad  taken  those 
!^s  in  speciil  deposite,  they  would  have  been 
Countable  for  those  notes  only;  but  as  they  had 
^n  credii  for  them  generally,  and   had  been 
I  * 


ottered  to  loan  them  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  refused.  From  this  bank,  he 
said,  the  Government  had  a  right  to  expect  better 
things,  as  he  had  frequently  heard  it  observed 
that,  in  case  of  war,  the  Government  might  rea- 
sonably expect  a  loan  from  its  president  alone  of 
two  millions  of  dollars,  to  aid  them  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  present  war. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  could  trace  the  same  system  of 
depreciating  the  credit  of  the  Government  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  in  this  city,  in  respect  lo 
Treasury  notes.  He  said,  while  we  had  been  en- 
deavoring to  hire  money,  making  great  sacrifices 
to  pay  those  notes,  he  had  understood  they  could 
not  be  received  in  taxes,  unless  the  individual 
paying  his  tax,  had  a  note  of  about  the  same  sum  ; 
that  he  could  not  pay  his  neighbor's  taxes  and 
his  own  to  the  amount  of  his  note,  and  there  were 
none  issued  in  less  sums  than  twenty  dollars. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  aware  that  it  would  be  said 
of  the  minority,  on  this  question,  as  it  had  been 
on  many  others,  that   ihev  opposed  everything, 
either  in   principle  or  detail.     Be  it  so.     They 
never  were  consulted  on  any  subject;  they  had 
no  opportunity   to  originate   any  measure;  nor 
had  they  even  a  choice  of  evils;  and   whenever 
any   project  of  the  majority  failed,  and  did  not 
answer  their  expectations,  its  failure  is  generally 
charged  to  the  minority.     He  said  he  would  ask 
the  majority  to  review  iheir  own  conduct,  going 
no  further  back  than  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session,  and  see  if  they    had   any  reason  to 
believe  that  we  should  be  in  any  better  condition 
re>pecting  our  finances  than   we  are.     We  were 
then  together  about  five  months.     Knowing  the 
nakedness  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  exposed  and 
defenceless  situation  of  the  country,  and  that  we 
were  contracting  immense  debts,  ami    that  our 
expenses  were  enormous ;  knowing  all  this,  they 
did  not  devise  ways  and  means,  by  taxes,  to  get 
money  to  pay  their  own  expenses ;  and,  after  talk- 
ing about  a  land  and  whiskey  tax.  separated  with- 
out laying  either,  satisfying  themselves  with  the 
repeal  of  the  non-importation  law,  thus  humbling 
ourselves  to    Great    Britain    in    the  face   of  the 
world,  by  giving  up  a  system  that  had  done  us 
much  injury,  (put  on  to  coerce  them,)  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  their  goods  into  this  country ; 
not   because  we  wanted    them,  but  because  we 
wanted  to  derive  a  revenue  from  them  in  an  in- 
direct way,  rather  than  disturb  the  people  with 
taxes— thus  giving  the  English  an  opportunity  to 
111    our  country  with  their  merchandise,  to  the 
relief  ot  their  manufactories  and  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  own,  while  they  drew  the  specie  out 
of  the  country  in  payment  for  them  ;  and  this  we 
did  merely  for  the  privilege  of  collecting  a  duty 
upon  them  from  our  own  people.     But  the  Eng- 
lish, seeing  our  situation,  and   seeing   that   this 
was  a  revenue  more  than  a  commercial  project, 
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they  immediately  extended  their  blockade,  and 
turned  our  favorite  system  of  coercion  upon  our- 
selves, by  way  of  chastisement,  having  it  in  her 
power  to  let  vessels  under  neutral  flags  pass  in 
and  out  of  such  ports  as  she  pleases. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  the  great  and  weighty  matters 
that  induced    the  President   to  call  Congres^s  to 
meet  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  to  which  they 
stood  adjourned,  was  nothing  more  than  to  pro- 
vide against  the  defalcation   in  the  revenue  ex- 
pected in  consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  non- 
importation law.     He  said  he  supposed  Congress, 
having  seen  where  they  had   neglected  to   pro- 
vide ways  and  means,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the   country,  the   last  session,  would    have   pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  have  laid  a  land  and  whis- 
key tax  as  high  as  was  prudent,  and  to  have  ex- 
tended  the  stamp  tax  as  far  as  was  practicable, 
without  taxing  ail  the  manufactories  in  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  and  every  article  used    by  the  poor. 
This,  he  said,  would  have  done  much  to  revive 
public  credit.     Mr.  P.  said,  if  they  had  then  ii;- 
sued  Treasury  notes,  in  small  sums,  bearing  an 
interest  of  six    per   cent.,  with    the   privilege  of 
funding  them  at  eight  per  cent,  iu  sums  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  made  them    receivable  for 
all  taxes  and   debts   due   to  the  Government;  if 
the  friends  of  the  Administration  and   the  war. 
who  are  by  far  more  numerous  and  wealthy  than 
the  people  of  the  United  States  who  achieved  the 
independence  of  this  country,  had  returned  home, 
and  instead  of  finding  fault,  and   laying   all  the 
misfortunes  of  the  country,  occasioned  by  their 
own  mismanagement,  to  the  minority,  (who  have 
no  power  to  do  anything,  and  are  never  noticed 
but  to  be  reviled,  and  never  called   upon   but  to 
suffer  or  to   pay  their   money.)  and   if  lliey   had 
shown  them  faith  by  their  works,  and  taken  up 
those  notes  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  per  cent, 
on  their  capital,  and  funded  them,  it  would  have 
shown  to  the  people  generally,  that  they  had  con- 
fidence in   one  another,  and   in  the  Government. 
Thereby  they  would  have  induced  others  to  have 
done  the  same  thing.    Many  people  of  the  United 
Stales,  who  would  be  able  and  willing  to  take  up 
these  notes  to  the  ainounl  of  many  thousand  dol- 
lars and  fund  them,  were  not  able  to  loan  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  the  least  sum  that  could  be 
subscribed  to  the  loan,  and   who  would   not   be 
concerned  with  speculators  to  make  up  that  sum. 
Thus  the  demand  for  liiose  notes,  for  funding  and 
for  paying  debts  and  taxes,  would  have  been  very 
great,  and  would  have  created  a  general  demand 
tor  them.     These  notes  would  then  have  relieved 
the  Government,  and  answered  a  tolerable  pur- 
pose as  a  currency,  at  any  rate  much  better  than 
the  bills  of  the  contemplated  bank. 

Mr.  P.  said  this  course  would  have  been  very 
simple  and  easy  ;  would  have  answered  a  good 
purpose  for  the  Government  and  people,  and 
would  neither  injure  other  inatiiulions,  nor  fur- 
nish an  object  for  speculation. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  this  amendment  brought  up 
the  question  fairly  between  the  present  war  stock 
and  future  stock,  and  Treasury  notes.  He  said 
he  thought  that  new  slock  and    Treasury  notes 


would  make  much  the  best  stock  for  a  bank,  the 
opinion  of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  P.  said,  if  this  bank  was  to  be  made  for 
the  exclusive  benefit  of  speculators  in  war  stock, 
it  ought  to  remain  as  it  was;  but  \{  it  was  for 
the  benefit  of  ihe  nation,  the  amendment  ought 
to  prevail.  He  said,  it  would  seem  from  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ihe  chair- 
man of  a  committee,  to  whom  the  business  was 
referred,  that  he  is  in  favor  of  a  war  stock  exclu- 
sively ;  but,  when  he  attempts  to  assign  his  rea- 
sons for  his  judgment,  it  would  seein  that  he  had 
mistaken  his  side.  Upon  being  asked  if  Treasury 
notes,  to  a  considerable  amount,  could  be  got  into 
circulation,  his  answer  is  in  the  negative,  and  he 
assigns  for  reason,  that  they  w-ll  be  bought  up  at 
the  offices,  and.  by  that  means,  prevented  from 
going  into  circulation.  Admit  it  to  be  so,  if  the 
Gcivernment  gels  the  money  for  them,  it  serves 
to  establish  their  credit,  and  if  they  are  absorbed 
in  the  stock  of  this  bank,  it  creates  a  demand  for 
more  of  them,  that  will  get  into  circulation  in 
aid  of  the  Government. 

But,  Mr.  P.  &aid,  that  a  war-stock  bank  that 
could  issue  as  much  paper  almost  as  they  pleased, 
without  being  under  any  obligations  to  pay  their 
bills,  seemed  to  be  a  sine  qua  non  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  P.  said,  whenever 
he  thought  of  this  bank,  the  names  of  certaia 
speculators  came  into  his  mind  at  the  same  time, 
and  when  he  asked  why  this  bank  was  made  ex- 
clusively for  their  benefit,  without  consulting  the 
interest  of  the  nation,  or  other  stockholders,  he 
was  told  that  those  who  had  loaned  their  money 
to  Government  to  prosecute  this  war,  were  pa- 
triots, and  ought  to  be  preferred  to  other  credit- 
ors. He  said  he  should  be  glad  to  know  what 
further  claim  those  patriots  have  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment wnoae  credit  they  had  depressed  and 
taken  advantage  of.  They  took  from  us  a  war 
premium  for  a  war  risk.  We  owe  them  nothing; 
we  never  promised  ihem  a  bank.  They  would 
not  have  returned  any  part  of  their  exorbitant 
premium  if  the  war  had  ceased. 

In  England,  Mr.  P.  said,  a  public  creditor  does 
all  he  can  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  nation  and 
iis  stocks,  and,  in  doing  this,  he  keeps  up  the  value 
of  his  own  stocks;  but,  in  this  country,  it  seems 
to  be  quite  the  reverse;  it  seems  that  our  stock- 
jobbers and  patriots,  after  making  the  best  terms 
they  could  with  our  Treasury  Department,  in- 
duced them  to  agree,  if  they  should  be  in  greater 
distress,  before  they  should  procure  all  the  money 
they  wanted  to  hire,  and  any  other  person  should 
take  a  greater  advantage  of  them  than  they  had, 
that  they  should  make  them  an  allowance  to 
make  up  the  difference,  by  which  means  those 
who  first  loaned  their  money,  instead  of  having 
an  interest  in  supporting  the  credit  of  the  slocks, 
liad  an  interest  in  depressing  ihem.  And  he  said 
he  had  understood  that  some  of  them  had  begun 
so  soon  to  depreciate  the  price  of  stock  in  ihe 
market,  to  compel  the  Government  lo  hire  on  less 
advantageous  terms,  and  had  done  it  so  effectually, 
that  they  were  unable  to  fulfil  their  own  contracts. 
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1  tri^5^*"' '^''"^' ^^cause  the  Government  lend*  its 

)  i»id  to  induce  the  people  to  take  its  bills  without 

J.becomm;'    themselves  responsible   for    them    or 

1  Jfvithout  flaking  any  provision  in  the  charter  to 

•  compel  t;if  bank  to  pay  either  principal  or  inter- 

lest,  or  even  to  compel  thera  to  assign  over  the 

,  ^^tock  of  the  bank,  if  they  would  take  it.  on  whicn 

they  are  receiving  an  interest  from  the  Govern- 


receivable  for  debts  and  taxes"  diirihem'  'th^eT 
would,  he  believed,  hardly  pass  for  enough  io  nay 
for  their  printing.  ^    ' 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  heard  much  about  the  credit 
ot  bank  paper,  and  it  would  seem  that  many 
thought  there  was  a  kind  of  magic  in  it ;  but  he 
said  that  as  .soon  as  some  of  the  banks  refused  to 
pay  specie  for  their  bills,  and  it  was  known  that 


'inent,  and   because  its  capital  is   to  hp  m«,ip  nf    \uL,  ''         •-••—••"...■',  ».iu  .i  was  Known  ma 
:<!eprec.ateu   stock,  and,   hV  feared    managed    bv  I  it  ^h         "''  '^  honest  representatives  of  spe 


from  It. 


Ipay  SIX  per  cent,  interest  for 
Ibank  that  the  Government 
'  icod  when  they  shall  have  re 
;  fcold  their  property  or  renden 


He  said  the  people  would  be  taxed  to 
;pay  SIX  per  cent,  interest  for  all  the  bills  of  this 

may  hire  of   them, 

received  them,  havino' 

property  or  rendered  services  for  thenr 

'  |^*y  "°  ?y^  neither  principal  nor  interest,  thev 

J     tjierefore    loan    six    per  cent,   more    by    holding 

J     tjieni,  besides  the  depreciation  of  them  in  thei"? 

hands. 

!  .   i.  ^L'  ^:  **''^'  ^^  ^"^^^  ^^  '^«^«  should  be  paid  into 
J  .  ihis  bank  about  twelve  millions  of  war  stock  and 
;     something  over  one  millioa  of  specie  it  was  to 
o  into  operation,  and   was  obligated  to  loan  to 
be  Government  thirty  millions  in  its  bills      He 
Id  such  an  amount  of  paper,  of  such  a  bank 
k«t  into  circulation,  if  it  should  be  possible,  in 
Jddilion  to  I  the  present    depreciated    stock-bank 
Jjaper,  would  effectnally  destroy  the  credit  of  the 
>vhole  ^per  system,  and  stop  its  circulation. 
1        ■     A  ^'*^-  '^^'ould  appear  from  what  had 
^een  said  by  the  friends  of  this  bill,  that  almost 
veryihing  was  to  be  expected   from  it;  that  it 
-as  to  be  a  remedy  for  all  the  difficulties  under 
hich  we  labor;  that  it  would  infuse  new  life 
^nd  vigor  iQto  the  body  politic.     Its  bills  would 
Answer  as  a  circulating  medium,  revive  the  pub- 
lic credit,  relieve  the  Government  from  its  ires- 
|nt   embarrassments,  and    support  the  cred  t   of 
•Vnk  paper  generally.     He  skid  if  he  rniX  be 
^rmitted    to  compare  small  things  with  Vat 
ivhen  the  reasons  were  the  same   he  should  as 
4oon    expec^  a    merchant    who   owned   a     Le 
O.ntity  ofjQour  at  Alexandria,   that   he  coufd 
ardly  sell  ^i  any  price,  owing  to  the  quantity  in 
Qarket  beycad  the  demand  for  it.  to  go  to  Balt. 
iaore  and   bOy  a  qu.n.i.y  m  the  same  situatioi^, 

;ri  «nH  "^°,A'^f  "'l^'a  '"  order  to  raise  the 
|tire.  and  create  a  demand  for  that  already  there 

lAV"''PP?.'°  '«'*^  '¥  "'•d",  and  create  a  de- 
he 


public  had  con6dence  in  them,  and  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  all  banks  and  all  persons  interested  in 
them  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  bank  paper,  until 
by  the  imprudence  of  some  of  them  all  became 
suspected,  many  lost  their  credit,  and  some  nearly 
ruined.  ' 

Mr.  P.  said  much  had  been  said  about  the  bank 
capital  in  this  country,  it  was  now  said  we  had 
one  hundred  millions,  and  he  supposed  as  soon  as 
this  charter  should  be  granted,  we  should  have 
ntty  millions  more,  when  no  person  he  believed 
would  pretend  that  we  had  more  than  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  specie  in  the  United  States 
Mr.  P  said  this  nominal  bank  capital  consisted 
01  stockholders' notes,  many  of  whom  have  always 

owed  the  bank  the  amount  of  their  stock,  and  some 
ol  them  much  more,  and  that  part  actually  paid 
in  by  those  who  had  money,  and  had  no  use  for 
It,  has  been  loaned  out  by  the  bank;  so  that  all 
this  capital,  at  this  time,  consists  of  debts  due  to 
the  bank  from  stockholders  who  never  calculated 
to  pay.  and  from  others  who  have  as  much  as 
they  can  do  to  pay  the  interest  of  their  debts  and 
their  taxes  The  Government,  therefore,  cannot 
derive  much  aid  Irom  this  kind  of  capital. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  now  very  clearly  ascertained 
that  our  wealth  and  strength,  for  the  purposes  of 
otlensive  war.  had  been  very  much  overrated  by 
both  parties.     It  was  said  by  those  in  power,  if  we 
were  unanimous  in  our  measures,  it  would  have 
a  very  great  effect  in  putting  an  end  to  the  war 
This,  he  said,  would  appear  well  on  paper  but  it 
would  not  add  a  dollar  to  the  wealth  of  the  na- 
tion.    It  IS  frequently  said  by  some  of  the  minor- 
ity, that  we  would  do  much  better  if  we  had  a 
mixed  instead  of  a  party  Administration.     This 
Mr.  F.  said   would  only  increase  our  difficulties! 
1  He  Administration  ought  not  to  admit  a  person 
in  the  Opposition  into  the  Cabinet,  and  such  a  per- 
son ought  not  to  accept  an  appointment,  if  he  had 
the  offer  ot  it.     Many  suppose  if  we  had  an  entire 
change  of  Administration,  and   had  a  national. 


»  ,  »a-.ri  f„.  k    '  I  .     ^"-""i  «"u  create  a  at 

>  )  land  for  baijk  paper  already  depreciated  by  th 

'  fMr    P  ,'  if  h"  '"^""^^  '^"'•"y-  I  <^''ange  of  Adm.nis.ra 

'*rculating  niedium  in  Treasurrnn.Ic  l  r      V  **"^  '*'**  '"'^^  ^^  Administration  he  be- 

Sable  to  t' e.Govertlm Jnt  an  ■  ™  r^areTo  th"s"  i  wa7t"".'"  "^"^'^  '°F'  '''  ^^^^  -'  '"'h- 
Sople,  as  thrre  was  no  p;rson.  he  be  etd  bu  '  Is  the'^.  ha"d  n?  h  T'^*'  '\^  ^'''''^^'  P^^"" 
^aai  woulu  father  have  a  Treasury  note  on  m  I  tl\r  ? \  ''^"'^  '°  '"^'''"?  '^'^  ^«»r,  they 
4est.  havinglthe  faith  of  theGovernLnp^^^^^^^^^^  to  justify  all  the  measure;  tha^ 

^th  the  taxet.  all  the  real  and  personal  moo^rtv  I  nLlJ    \  r°  ro^*''^"^'"?  'he  war  in  the 

f[  the  Unitec<  State,  for  their  pkyment   thartbl    Eh  /    """7  ^ '^^  ^"""^^^^  ^'  »>^'i"^d  '^^Y 
n^s  of  such  ;a   bank,  hav.ng'nr^SoiV.-    Z/i'^^  ^"^^'^-  '^'^  P— '  a/- 


Jistraiioo.     They  would    not    make 


men   or 
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money  ;  the  fault  had  been  in  eoing  to  war  unpre- 
pared after  our  revenue  had  been  destroyed,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  nation  broken  down,  without 
taking  early  means  to  supply  the  Treasury  and 
support  the  credit  of  the  nation,  which  was  now 
too  far  gone  to  be  revived,  by  the  paper  of  such  a 
bank  as  the  one  proposed. 

Mr.  P.  said,  as  the  House  were  very  anxious  to 
decide  this  question,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Hopkins)  had  said  the  subject 
was  perfectly  well  understood — as  he  knew  but 
little  about  it  himself  he  should  give  them  no 
further  trouble,  although,  he  said,  he  considered 
it  a  question  of  very  great  importance,  as  when 
this  charter  was  granted,  it  would  be  granting  an 
exclusive  privilege  to  a  few  people,  for  twenty 
years.  He  therefore  thought  it  a  question  that 
ought  to  be  maturely  considered  and  well  under- 
stood. If  then  we  have  doubts  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  measure,  and  of  its  answering  the  ex- 
pected purpose  in  relieving  the  Government  from 
its  present  embarrassments,  he  thought  we  ought 
to  pause  before  we  pass  it.  He  said  if  the  war  lasted 
it  would  ruin  many,  who  might  take  its  bills,  and 
if  we  had  peace  soon  such  a  bank  with  such  a  capi- 
tal, would  be  a  dangerous  political  machine.  Its 
stockholders  and  its  debtors  would  make  a  nume- 
rous and  powerful  combination  with  those  who 
may  wish  favors.  He  said,  he  believed,  that  such 
a  bank,  even  in  time  of  peace,  when  it  would  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  real  moneyed  men  of  the  na- 
tion, would  have  much  influence  in  making  Pre- 
sidents, in  supporting  armies,  and  in  controUiag 
the  future  political  destinies  of  this  country. 

He  said  it  ought  to  be  with  a  nation,  as  with 
an  individual,  who  was  surrounded  with  difficul- 
ties on  all  sides;  when  about  to  make  a  great  ef- 
fort to  extricate  himself  (the  failure  of  which 
would  be  likely  to  involve  him  in  great  diffienl- 
ties,  and  perhaps  ruin)  he  ought  to  be  certain  as 
to  the  correctness  of  the  course  he  was  about  to 
pursue,  that  the  object  in  view  was  attainable, 
with  the  means  he  was  about  to  employ,  and  that, 
if  successful,  it  would  afford  him  the  expected  re- 
lief. If  not,  he  ought  to  reflect,  to  pause,  and  to 
wait  events. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Farrow's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  65.  nays  89,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowcn,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckan- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Cioplon,  Cooper,  Coi,  Crawford,  Calpeper,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  MassachusetU,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Hale,  Henderson,  Jiowell,  Hulbert,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  Massachusett-s,  Law,  Lovelt,  Macon, 
Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Keed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Scbureman,  Sheffej,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, Stuart,  Stur- 
ges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setU, Webster,  W  heaton,  White,  Wilcox,  WiUon  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Navs — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher,  Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown, 


Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clen- 
denin,  Comslock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Culhbert,  Dana, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Earle, 
Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York. 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gour- 
din,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Uawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King'  of  North 
Carolina,  LefTerU,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  .McKee, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Rich.  Ringgold. 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tanoehill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Vanc«y. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  then  proposed  a 
further  amendment  to  the  bill,  viz  :  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  fifty."  so  as  to  leave  the  amount  of  the 
capital  blank. 

The  previous  qutstioa  having  been  thereupon 
demanded  by  Mr.  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  and 
supported  by  a  sufficient  number,  viz:  75  for  it. 
67  against  it — 

Mr.  Wkbhter,  of  New  Hamiwhire,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  neg- 
atived, by  yeas  and  nays — For  the  motioo  56. 
against  it  93,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bayhes  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton, Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cal- 
liper, Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts.  Ely,  Ga»- 
ton,  Geddes,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts:,  Law,  Lovett,  Markell,  MUler,  Moseley, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  ShefTey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stur- 
ges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown. 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clen- 
denin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighlon,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennpylvunia,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Evanc,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney.  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins.  Hopkins  of  Kentuckj, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
win, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  .McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean,  .Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormiby, 
Parker,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybcrt,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
L'dree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn, 
and  negatived. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  in  the 
usual  furra— -'Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?"  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— For  put- 
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g  the  main  question  83,  against  it  63,  as  fol- 

^'«^« — M«j«sf8.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
tjer,  Avery.  B0rd,  Barnctt,  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell, 
Cannon,  Chsppell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Co- 
d,  Crawlbr  1,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davin 
Penn(>vlv»nia,  Denoyellea.  Desha.  Earle,  Evana. 
idley,  FisK  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Vork,  For- 
,v,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gourdin. 
iffin,  Hall,  IJarris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
Kentucky.  Hubbard.  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
rj,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr.  Kershaw, 
K;urn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle, 
Coy,  McLem,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
mshy,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
_^iiia,  Rhea  ot  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Robertson.  Sage, 
<vier,  !Seyb«,rt,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania.  Smith 
ojiVirginia,  fcUrpng.  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair.  Troup. 
Irree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
r^nsyivanu,  jind  Vanccy. 

^^ATs — M«8nrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
"■wen.  Boyd.  Bradbury,  Bradley.  Brigham.  Calhoun, 
|,an)pion.   Cijley,  Clopton.  Cooper,   Cox,  Culpepcr, 
ivenport.  batis  of  Massachusetts,  Duvall,  Ely.  Far- 
T,  Gaston,  Geddcs,  Hale.  Hawes,  Henderson,  How- 
Humphrey*.  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of 
rginia,  Kent  of  New  Vork,  King  of  MassachuselU. 
|w,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Mil- 
Moseley.  Oakley,  Pearaon.  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pot- 
John  Repdj  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman. 
Iffl.-y,   Sherwood.    Shiphcrd,    Slaymaker,    Sunford. 
>ckton,  StuT8|«'8,  Thompson.  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
[mUs,  Websfer.  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilaon  ■ 
iMassachusetts.  and  Winter. 

irhe  questioo  on   ordering  the  bill   to  a  third 
jding  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative  wilh- 

a  division. 
|)n  the  que-iion  when  the  bill  should  be  read  i 
iird  time  to-morrow  and  to  day  were  named,  i 
;e  question  being  taken   on  to-morrow,  there 
Ire  lor  to-morrow  57,  against  it  76. 
[rhe  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
ie  to-day. 

motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  ne*'- 
/ed  by  a  vcte  of  75  to  60.  " 

af  he  bill  waj  then  announced  for  a  third  read-  ' 

At.  Bigei  ow  raised  a  question  of  order,  whe- 

jr  it  was   proper  to  read    the  bill  a  third  time 

^ore  the  other  orders  of  the  day  were  disposed  j 

The  Steaker   having  decided  that  bills  on  j 

Lr  third  readings  had  preference  in  the  order  of  ' 

..J  day.  Mr.  B.  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  ' 

SXaker,  (Mr.  Macon,)  which  was  affirmed  by  i 


Dot  commence  operations  within months  after 

the  passage  of  the  act,  the  charter  shall  be  forfeited. 

5.  To  allow  an  interest  of per  cent,  per  an- 
num on  any  note,  paymtnl  of  which  shall  have  been 

I  demanded  of  the  bank,  and  refused. 

6.  To  provide  that  of  the  twenty-tlve  millions,  five 
shall  be  payable  in  specie,  and  twenty  in  any  United 
States  six  per  cent,  stock,  or  in  Treasury  notes. 

7.  To  strike  out  that  provision  which  restrains  the 
bank  from  selling  its  stock. 

Mr.  W.  supported  his  motion  by  a  number  of 
remarks,  the  general  purport  of  which  was.  that 
he  had  resorted  to  this  method  to  show  to  the 
world  what  sort  of  a  bank  be  and  bis  friends 
were  willing  to  .support. 

Mr.  Gaston   followed    in   a   short  speech  of 
much   vehemence  in  favor  of  this   motion,  and 
with  the  zeal  he  has  uniformly  exhibited  on  this 
subject  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  William  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  next 
took  the  floor  in  decided  opposition  to  this  bill, 
of  which  he  expressed  the  utmost  abhorrence, 
and  the  greatest  dread  of  its  effects. 

After  the  rejection  of  several  motions  to  ad- 
journ— 

Mr.  Bigelow  made  a  speech  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question  as  the  two  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him  in  debate. 

Before  Mr.  B.  finished  his  speech,  however,  a 
motion  to  adjourn  prevailed;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening. 


House. 

lr.  Webstkr,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
jmmu  the  bill  with  certain  instructions,  sub- 
itially  as  follows: 

To  redure  the  capital  to  twenty-five  millions  of 

-  V-*";,  ^'^^   ''•'•^'■'y  ^^  '^°  (Government  to  subscribe 
tiM^  milhons  additional  at  any  future  time. 

-    To  strike  out  the  provision  allowing  the  bank  to 
>  specie  pityroent. 

To  strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  makes  it 
ilory  on  th.  bank  to  lend  money  to  the  Govern- 
To  introduce  a  provision,  that  if  the  bank  shall 


Friday,  December  30. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall, 
Resolved,  That   the  committee  to  whom  was 
,  referred  the  letter  from   the  Secretary  of  State, 
•  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  be  directed    to   inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing,  by  law,  for  settling  the  claims 
of  persons    to    public    lands    in    the   Mississippi 
Territory,  derived  from  the  purchase  of  certain 
companies  under  an    act,    or    pretended    act,   of 
the   State  of  Georgia,  passed  on  the  7ih  day  of 
January.  1795,  whose  claims   have   not   been  re- 
corded in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  dav  of 
March,   ISOIi.  ' 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Jennings,  and  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Executive  au- 
thorities of  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  respectively,  by  law,  to  apprehend,  se- 
cure, and  deliver  to  the  Governor,  for  the  time  being, 
of  any  Territory  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  his  agent, 
any  fugitive  or  fugitives  from  justice,  upon  demand 
being  made  of  the  Executive  authority  of  any  such 
State  or  Territory,  to  which  such  fugitive  or  fugitives 
shall  have  fled,  and  upon  producing  an  indictment 
found,  or  an  affidavit  made  before  a  competent  officer, 
charging  the  person  so  demanded  with  having  com- 
milled  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  said  Territory,  from  wluch  he  so  fled, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ' 
bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  , 
the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  the  motion  I 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  being  again 
stated,  the  bill  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants. 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Richard  Brent,  a  Sena-  ~ 
tor  of  the  United  States  from  Virginia.  ! 

A   motion   was  then    made   by   Mr.   Fisk,  of  I 
New  York,  that   the  House  do  again  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bank  bill  ;  which  motion 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  \ 
Tote :  For  the  motion  81.  against  it  70. 

Mr.  PtccERiNO  commenced  a  speech  in  favor  ' 
of  recommitment,  and  in  opposition  to  the  bill ;  ' 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Plea.sants,  the  bill  was  ! 
again  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ; 
from  the  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed  to  : 
make  arrangements  for  the  burial  of  Mr.  Brent,  j 
announcing  their  determination  to  attend  the  ' 
funeral  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow;  which  letter 
having  been  read —  j 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  House  will  | 
attend  the  funeral  of  Kichard  Brent,  Esq.,  late  ; 
a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  House  will  ; 
wear  mourning  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of 
one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased. 

The  House  then  immediately  adjourned. 

Saturpay,  December  31. 
No  business  was  transacted   in  the  House  this 
day,  in  consequence  of  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Brent, 
of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  January  2,  1815. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^' to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carnage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  with  amendments; 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Ma- 
drid, in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  have  suffered 
by  earthquakes;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  laid  before  the 
House,  on  behalfof  the  committee  of  in  vesiigat  ion, 
a  letter  from  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  subjects  connected  with  the  capture  of  Wash- 
ington by  the  enemy  in  August  last;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  aciins  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
memorial  of  Uriah  Brown,  respecting  his  inven- 
tion for  projecting  liquid  fire  as  a  means  of  mili- 
tary or  naval  annoyance.     The  report  is  favor- 


able to  the  utility  and  practicability  of  the  inven- 
tion ;  and  was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  appointing 
a  joint  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
adopting  fixed  rules  for  conducting  in  future  the 
printing,  stationery,  and  binding,  for  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  was  taken  up,  read  three  times  and 
concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  leas- 
ing of  public  lands,  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools, 
was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  lay- 
ing duties  on  certain  manufactures,  were  taken 
up.  [The  changes  of  duties  proposed  by  the 
Senate  in  this  bill,  are  principally  to  strike  out 
pig  iron  and  spermaceti  candles,  and  to  add  um- 
brellas. There  are  other  amendments  to  the  de- 
tail of  the  bill.]  The  amendments  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  ST.\TES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers lo  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Mr.  Webster's  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  being 
still    under  consideraiion. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  as 
follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  however  the  House  may  dispose  of 
the  motion  before  it.  I  do  not  regret  that  it  has  been 
made.  One  object  intended  by  it  at  least,  is  ac- 
complished. It  pre-jents  a  choice  to  the  House, 
and  it  shows,  that  the  opposition  which  exists  to 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  is  not  an  undistin- 
guishing  hostility  to  whatever  may  be  proposed 
as  a  National  Bank,  but  a  hostility  to  an  institu- 
tion of  such  a  useless  and  dangerous  nature,  as  it 
is  believed  the  existing  provisions  of  the  bill  would 
establish. 

If  the  bill  should  be  recommitted  and  amended 
according  to  the  instructions  which  I  have  moved, 
its  principles  will  be  materially  changed.  The 
capital  of  the  proposed  bank  will  be  reduced  from 
fifty  to  thirty  millions;  and  composed  of  specie 
and  stocks,  in  nearly  the  same  proportion  as  the 
capital  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
The  obligation  to  lend  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
to  Government,  an  obligation  which  cannot  be 
performed  without  committing  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy, will  bestruck  out.  The  power  to  suspend 
the  payment  of  its  notesand  bills  will  beabolish- 
ed,  and  the  prompt  and  faithful  execution  of  its 
contract  secured,  as  lar  as,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  it  can  be  secured.  The  restriction  on  the 
sale  of  its  stocks  will  be  removed,  and,  as  it  is  a 
monopoly,  provision  will  be  made,  that  if  it  should 
not  commence  its  operations  in  reasonable  time, 
the  grant  shall  be  forfeited.  Thus  amended,  the 
bill  would  establish  an  institution,  not  unlike  the 
late  Bank  ofthe  United  States,  in  any  particular 
which  I  deem  material,  excepting  only  the  in- 
creased amount  of  the  capital. 

To  a  bank  of  this  nature,  I  should  at  any  time 
be  willing  to  give  my  support,  not  as  a  measure 
of  temporary  policy,  or  an  expedient  to  find  means 
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Jf  relief  from  the  present  poverty  of  ibe  Treasury ; 
^ut  as  an  mstituiion  of  permaoent  interest  and 
V)pporlaDc«,  useful  to  the  Government  and  coun- 
l»y  at  all  uoies,  and  most  useful  m  times  of  com- 
merce and  prosperity. 
■  ^  j  I  am  sure,  sir,  that  the  advantages  which  would 
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ment  stocks.  In  other  words,  the  bank  will  pos- 
sess five  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  Government 
will  owe  It  forty-five  millions.  This  debt  from 
Government,  the  bank  is  restrained  from  selling 
during  the  war, and  Government  is  excused  from 
paying  until  it  shall  see  fit.     The  bank  is  also  to 


*i«ru.       ly    iOOK    to  a    Dans,  as    a   smirpp   r-annK U  '  m       -^., f  .i„ii ._    j  .  ,  .  .""J 


[♦ted.  To  iook  to  a  bank,  as  a  source  capable 
^bl  only  of  »ffording  a  circulating  medium  to  the 
^yuntry  but  also  of  supplying  the  wavs  and  means 
if  carrying  rjn  the  war.  especially  at'a  time  when 
\^e  country  is  without  commerce,  is  to  expect 
much   mo  e  than  will  ever   be  obtained.     Such 


millions  of  dollars,  on  demand,  to  be  repaid,  not 
when  the  convenience  or  necessity  of  the  bank 
may  require,  but  when  other  debts  due  the  bank 
Irom  Government  are  paid  ;  that  is,  when  it  shall 
be  the  good  pleasure  of  Government.  This  sum 
of  thirty  millions  is   to  supply   the  necessities  of 


I  ^>ey  may  afford  U 
'  J(siributiOB.  They 
'  ^tence,  temporary  I 


•i-k  „  1      L  .       "".«.utu.     KjuLu     ui    iiiiriy  miuions  is    to  sunnlv    the  necpssitii>«  ^r 

«nt     'ffi^     'rVf"  "^  r'^  "  ""f'P"'^'-    'heTre/sury,andsupersed^'theoccas  onoTrb^^^^ 

pent.      Ihe   means  of  supporting  an   expensive    loans.     This  loan  will  doubtless  be  made  on  the 

r  are  not  of  quite  so  easy  acquisition.     Banks  !  first  day  of  the  existencrofthl  bank   because  the 

.e  not  re^nues.     They  ,  3upply  its  place  |  public  iants  can  admit^f  no  delay^'lts^ond  t  on 

acilmes  to  it,  collection  and  i  then  will  be,  that  it  has  five  millions  of  specie,  if 

it  has  been  able  to  obtain  so  much,  and  a  debt  of 
seventy-five  raillioni.  no  part  of  which  it  can 
either  sell  or  call  in,  due  to  it  from  Government. 
The  loan  of  thirty  millions  to  Government  can 
only  be  made  by  an  immediate  issue  of  bills  to  liiat 
ainount.     U  these  bills  should  return,  the  bank 
will  not  be  able  to  pay  them.     This  is  certain  ; 
and  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  power  is  given 
to  the   directors,  by  the  act,  to  suspend,  at  their 
own  discretion,  the  payment  of  their  notes,  until 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  otherwise 
order.     The  President  will  give  no  such  order, 
because  the  necessities  of  Government  will  com- 
pel It  to  draw  on  the  bank,  till  the  bank  becomes 
as  necessitous  as  itself.     Indeed,  whatever  orders 
may  be  either  given  or  withheld,  it  will  be  utterly 
impossible  for  the  bank  to  pay  its  notes.     No  such 
thing  is  expected  of  it.     The  first  note  it  issues 
will  be  dishonored  on  its  return,  and  yet  it  will 
continue  to  pour  out  its  paper,  so  long  as  Govern- 
ment can  apply  it  in  any  degree  to  its  purposes. 

What   sort  of  an  institution,  sir,  is  this?     It 
looks  less   like  a  bank  than  like  a  department  of 
Government.    It  will  be  properly  the  paper  money 
department.     Its  capital    is    Government   debts; 
the  amount  of  issues  will  depend  on  Government 
necessities;  Government  in  eflVct  absolves  itself 
from  its  own  debts  to  the  bank,  and   by  way  of 
compensation,  absolves   the   bank  from   its  own 
contracts  with  others.     This  is,  indeed,  a  wonder- 
ful  scheme  of  finance.     The  Government  is  to 
grow  rich,  because  it  is   to   borrow,  without  the 
obligation  of  repaying,  and  is  to  borrow  of  a  bank 
which  issues  paper  without  liability  to  redeem  it. 
If  this  bank,  like  other  institutions,  which  dull  and* 
plodding  common  sense  has  erected,  were  to  pay 
it-v  debts,  it  must  have  some  limits  to  its  issues  of 
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y   may   furnish,   with   conve- 
, , ^    Joans  to  Government,  in  anti- 
cipation of  us  taxes,  and  render  important  assis- 
Jocc  in  divers  ways  to  the  general  operations  of 
,«ance.     They  are  useful  to  the  State,  in  their 
•proper  place  and  sphere;  but  they  are  not  the 
Purees  of  -laiional  income. 
.The  fountains  of  revenue  must  be  sunk  deeper, 
he  credit  and  circulation  of  bank  paper  are  the 
'^cts,  rathei  than  the  cause,  of  a  profitable  com- 
t;rce  and  a  ^vell  ordered  system  of  finance.  They 
t  the  prooft  of  national  wealth  and  prosperity 
«t  the  fouodation.s  of  them.     Whoever  .shall  at- 
»pt  to  reMpre  the  fallen  credit  of  this  country 
'^-i  creating  of  new  banks,  merely  that  they 
reate  n*w  paper,  and  that  Government  may 
t  chance  of  borrowing,  where  it  has  not  bor- 
j^wed  before,  will  find  himself  miserably  deceiv- 
if .     It   IS   under  the  influence  of  no  such  vain 
pes,  that  I  yield  my  assent  to  theestablishment 
a  bank  or,  safe  and  proper  principles.     The 
jTjipcipal   good  I  expect  from  it  is   rather  future 

i2t"  PT*^"*-  ■'  ^  '^o  »o'  see.  mdeed,  that  it  is  likely 
l^toroduce  evil  at  any  time.     In  times  to  come  it 

J\l  I  hope,  be  useful. 
Jf  it  wertt  only  to  be  harmless,  there  would  be 
licient   reason  why  it  should  be  supported   in 
:p|tference  to  such  a  contrivance  as  is  now  in 
c^Mjieraplatiotj. 

^The  bank,  which  will  be  created  by  the  bill  if 
>i8Lhould  pass  m  its  present  form,  is  of  a  most  ex- 
4Aordinary,aiid,as  1  think,  alarming  nature.     Its 
cfpital  is  to  be  fifty  million  of  dollars,  five  mil- 
M   '°j  ^°''^  ^"'^   "'^^'■'  t^e.nty  millions  in   the 
bl»c  debt,  created  since  the  war,  ten  millions  in 
'^^"^y  n<Jt«'s,  and  fifteen  millions  to  be  sub- 
ibed  by  Government  in  stock,  to  be  created  for 
.1  purpose.    The  ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes, 
eti  received  in  payment  of  subscriptions  to  the 
bvjik,  are  to  be  funded  also  into  the  United  States 
sjqks.     The  stocks   subscribed  by  Government 
•*»ts  own  account,  and  those  in  which  the  Trea- 
.^y  notes  are  to    be  funded,  to  be  redeemable 
pmf  at  the  pleasure  o<   Government.     The  war 
fUmck  will   be  redeemable  according  to  the  terms 
ii**|i  wliich  the  late  loans  have  been  negotiated 
j  «.p%capital  of  the  bank,  then,  will  be  five  mil- 
»!&>«  of  specie,  and  forty-five  millions  of  Govern- 


t 
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paper,  and  therefore  there  would  be  a  point  beyond 
which  It  could  not  make  loans  to  Government. 
1  his  would  fall  short  of  the  wishes  of  the  contri- 
vers of  this  system.     They  provide  for  an  unlim- 
ited issue  of  paper,  in  an  entire  exemption  from 
payment.     They  found   their    bank,  in  the  first 
place,  on  the  discredit  of  Government ;  and  then 
hope  to  enrich  Government  out  of  the  insolvency 
of  the  bank.     With  them,  poverty  itself  is  the 
main  source  of  supply,  and  bankruptcy  a  mine  of 
inexhaustible  treasure.     They    rely,  not  on  the 
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ability  of  the  bank,  bat  on  its  beggary;  not  on 
gold  and  silver  collected  in  its  vaults  to  pay  its 
debts  and  fulfil  its  promises,  but  on  the  locks  and 
bars  provided  by  statute  to  fasten  its  doors  against 
the  solicitations  and  clamors  of  importunate  cred- 
itors. Such  an  institution,  they  flatter  themselves, 
will  not  only  be  able  to  sustain  itself,  but  to  buov 
up  the  sinking  credit  of  Government.  A  bank 
which  does  not  pay,  is  to  guarantee  the  engage- 
ments of  a  Government  which  does  not  pay. 
•*John  Doe  is  to  become  security  for  Richard 
Roe."  Thus  the  empty  vaults  of  the  Treasury 
are  to  be  filled  from  the  equally  empty  vaults  of 
the  bank,  and  the  ingenious  invention  of  a  part- 
nership between  insolvents  is  to  restore  and  re- 
establish the  credit  of  both. 

Sir,  I  can  view  this  only  as  a  system  of  rank 
speculation, and  enormous  mischief.  Nothing  in 
our  condition  is  worse,  in  my  opinion,  than  the 
inclination  of  Government  to  throw  itself  upon 
such  desperate  courses.  If  we  are  to  be  saved,  it 
is  not  to  be  by  such  means.  If  public  credit  is  to 
be  restored,  this  is  not  one  of  the  measures  that 
will  help  to  restore  it.  If  the  Treasury  is  ex- 
hausted, this  bank  will  not  fill  it  with  anything 
valuable.  If  a  safe  circulating  medium  be  wanted 
for  the  community,  it  will  not  be  found  in  the 
paper  of  such  a  corporation. 

I  wish,  sir,  that  those  who  imagine  that  these 
objects,  or  any  of  them,  will  be  effected  by  such 
a  bank  as  thi&  would  describe  the  manner  in 
which  they  expect  it  to  be  done.  What  is  the 
process  which  is  to  produce  these  results  ?  If  it 
is  perceived,  it  can  be  described.  The  bank  will 
not  operate  either  by  miracle  or  magic.  Who- 
ever expects  any  good  from  it,  ought  to  be  able  to 
tell  us  in  what  way  that  good  is  to  be  produced. 
As  yet  we  have  had  nothing  but  general  ideas, 
and  vague  and  loose  expressions.  An  indefinite 
and  indistinct  notion  is  entertained,  nobody  here 
seems  to  know  on  what  ground,  that  this  bank  is  ' 
to  reanimate  public  credit,  fill  the  Treasury,  and  I 
remove  all  the  evils  which  have  arisen  from  the 
depreciation  of  the  paper  of  existing  banks.  | 

Some  gentlemen,  who  do  not  prof»'Ss  themselves  , 
to  be  in   all  respects  pleased  with   the  provisions  ' 
of  the  bill,  seem  to  content  themselves  with  an  j 
idea  that  nothing  better  can  be  obtained,  and  that 
it  is  necessary  to  do  something. 

A  strong  impression  that  something  must  be  1 
done,  is  the  origin  of  many  bad  measures.     It  is 
easy,  sir,  to  do  something ;  but  the  object  is  to  do  | 
something  useful.     It  is  better  to  do  nothing,  than 
to  do  misckief.     It  is  much  better,  in  my  opinion, 
to  make  no  bank,  than  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  now  is. 

The  interests  to  be  affected  by  this  measure, 
the  finances,  the  public  credit,  and  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country,  are  too  important  to  b« 
hazarded  on  schemes  like  this.  If  we  wish  to  re- 
store the  public  credit,  and  to  re-establish  the 
finances,  we  have  the  beaten  road  before  us.  All 
true  analogy,  all  experience,  all  just  knowledge 
of  ourselves  and  our  condition  point  one  way. 
We  can  hardly  mistake  it,  without  wilful  blind- 
ness. A  wise  and  systematic  economy,  and  a  set- 
tled and  substantial  revenue  are  the  means  to  be 


relied  on  ;  not  excessive  issues  of  bank  notes,  a 
forced  circulation,  and  all  the  miserable  contri- 
vances to  which  political  folly  can  resort,  with 
the  idle  expectation  of  giving  to  mere  paper  the 
quality  of  money. 

These  are  all  inventions  of  a  short-sighted  pol- 
icy, vexed  and  goaded  by  the  necessiliesof  the  mo- 
ment, and  thinking  less  of  a  permanent  remedy, 
than  of  shifts  and  expedients  to  avoid  the  present 
distress.  They  have  been  a  thousand  times  ex- 
ploded, as  delusive  and  ruinous,  as  destructive  of 
all  solid  revenue,  and  incompatible  with  the  se- 
curity of  private  property. 

It  is,  sir,  sufficiently  obvious,  that  to  produce 
any  benefit,  this  bank  must  be  so  constituted  as 
that  Us  notes  shall  have  credit  with  the  public. 
The  first  inquiry,  therefore,  should  be.  whether 
the  bills  of  a  bank  of  this  kind  will  not  be  im- 
mediately and  greatly  depreciated.  I  think  they 
will.  It  would  be  wonderful  if  they  should  not. 
This  effect  will  not  be  produced  by  that  excessive 
issue  of  its  paper,  which  the  bank  mut.t  make  in 
its  loan  to  Government.  Whether  its  issues  of 
paper  are  excessive,  will  depend,  not  on  the  nom- 
inal amount  of  its  capital,  but  on  its  ability  to  re- 
deem. This  IS  the  only  safe  criterion.  Very  spe- 
cial cases  may  perhaps  furnish  exception.s,  but 
there  is  in  general  no  security  for  the  credit  of 
paper,  but  the  ability  in  those  who  emit  to  redeem 
it.  Whenever  bank  notes  are  not  convertible  into 
gold  or  silver  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  thev  be- 
come of  less  value  than  gold  and  silver.  All  ex- 
periments on  this  subject  have  come  to  the  same 
result.  It  is  so  clear,  and  has  been  so  univernally 
admitted,  that  it  would  be  waste  of  time  to  dwell 
upon  it.  The  depreciation  may  not  be  sensibly 
perceived  the  first  day  or  the  first  week  it  lakes 
place.  It  will  first  be  discerned  in  what  is  called 
the  rise  of  specie  ;  it  will  next  be  seen  in  the  in- 
creased price  of  all  commodities. 

The  circulating  medium  of  a  commercial  com- 
munity must  be  that  which  is  also  the  circulating 
medium  of  other  commercial  communities,  or 
must  be  capable  of  being  converted  into  that  me- 
dium without  lobs.  It  must  be  able,  not  only  to 
pass  in  payments  and  receipts  between  individu- 
als uf  the  same  society  or  nation,  but  to  adjust  and 
discharge  the  balance  of  exchanges  between  dif- 
ferent nations.  It  must  be  something  which  has 
a  value  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  and  by  which 
foreign  as  well  as  domestic  debts  can  be  satisfied. 
The  precious  metaU  alone  answer  these  purposes. 
They  alone,  therefore,  are  money,  and  whatever 
else  IS  to  perform  the  offices  of  money  must  be 
their  representative,  and  capable  of  being  turned 
into  them  at  will.  So  long  as  bank  paper  retaiBs 
this  quality,  it  is  a  substitute  lur  money  ;  divested 
of  this,  nothing  can  give  it  that  character. 

No  .solidity  of  funds,  no  sufficiency  oi  asset*, 
no  confidence  in  the  solvency  of  banking  institu- 
tions has  ever  enabled  them  to  keep  up  their  pa- 
per to  the  value  of  gold  and  silver,  any  longer  than 
they  paid  gold  and  'silver  for  it  on  demand.  This 
will  continue  to  be  the  case  so  long  as  those  me- 
tals shall  continue  fo  be  the  standard  of  value  and 
the  general  circulating  medium  among  nations. 
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illustration  of  this  cotnraon  prioci-  f  a  bill  of  exchaoge  on   Europe  can  be  purchased 
-   IS  fouM  in  the  early  history  of  the  Bank  of  as  it  may,  twenty   per  cent,  cheaper  in  Boston 

^:England.  )  In  the  year  1797.  it  had  been  so  liberal '•*--"  ■"   ^"'•- -■- •        ■ 

i-in  its  loanV.  that  it  was  compelled  to  suspend  the 

f  payment  uf  its  notes.     Its  paper  immediately  fell 

J  to  a  discount  of  near  twenty  per  cent.     Yet  such 

^  was  the  p^iblic  opinion  of  thesolidity  of  its  funds. 

^  that  its  stock  then  sold  for  one  hundred  and  ten 
per  cent.,  although  no  more   than  sixty  per  cent, 
"upon  the  subscriptions  had  been  paid  in. 

The  same  fate,  as  is  well  known,  attended  the 
paper  of  t^e  banks  of  Scotland,  when  they  adopt- 
ed the  practice  of  inserting  in  their  notes  a  clause, 

«  giving  the^  banks  an  option  of  paying  tlieir  notes 

^^  on  demaD<l.  or  in  six  months  after  demand,  with 

*  interest.     Paper  of  this  sort  was  not  convertible 
^  into  specit'  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder ;  and  no 

*  conviction  of  the  ability  of  the  bank  which  issued 
5  ii,  could  preserve  it  from  depreciation. 
j|^  The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  Bank 
{(  of  Englao.;!  in  1797.  and  the  consequences  which 
I  followed.,  afford  no  argument  to  overturn  this  gen- 
.|  eral  expertence.  If  Bank  of  England  notes  were 
^  not  immediately  depreciated  on  that  occasion,  de- 

*  preciation  nevertheless  did  ensue.  Very  favora- 
Jt  ble  causes  existed  to  prevent  their  sudden  depres- 
»  sion.  It  was  an  old  and  rich  institution.  It  was 
3  known  to  b>e  under  the  most  discreet  and  indepen- 
dent maiiagement.     Government  had  no  control 

t  over  it,  lo  force  it  to  make  loans  against  its  inter- 

:  est  or  lis  will.     On  the  contrary,  it  compelled  the 

I  Government  to  pay,  though  with  much  incouve- 

joience  to  itself,  a  very  considerable  sum  which 

i  was  due  to  it.     The  country  enjoyed  at  that  time 

Jan  extensive  commerce,  and  a  revenue  of  three 

f  hundred  millions  of  dollars  was  collected  and  dis- 
tributed through  the  bank.     Under  all   these  ad- 
!  vantages,  however,  the  difference  of  price  between  i 
,  bank  notes  and  coin  became  so  great  as  to  threaten 

^  at  one  tiinr  the  most  dangerous  consequences. 

i      Suppose  the  condition  ol  England  to  have  been 

:**  reversed.     Suppose,  that  instead  of  a  prosperous  ,  -    ,-  ,, 

>aHd  increasing  commerce,  she   had  suffered  the  j  bill   have  not  done  their  work  by  halves'. 
;4  ruin  of  he(  trade;  and   that  the  product  of  her  '  '  "       ' 

"*  manufactures  had   lain    upon    her  hands,  as  the 


-: 


than  in  Baltimore,  the  reason  must  be.  that  it  is 

[  paid  for  in  Boston  in  money,  and  in  Baltimore  la 

something  iwenly  per  cent,  less  value  than  money. 

Nolhwithstanding  thisdepressionof  their  paper 
it  is  not  jprobable  that  any  general  doubt  is  enter- 
tained of  the  sufficiency  of  the  funds  of  the  prin- 
cipal banks.  Certainly  no  such  doubt  is  the  cause 
of  the  fall  of  their  paper;  because  the  depression 
of  the  paper  of  all  the  banks  m  any  place,  as  far 
as  I  learn,  is  generally  uniform  and  equal  ;  where- 
as, if  public  opinion  proceeded  at  all,  upon  the 
adequacy  or  inadequacy  of  their  funds,  it  would 
necessarily  come  to  different  results,  in  different 
cases,  as  some  of  these  institutions  must  be  sup- 
posed to  be  richer  than  others. 

Sir,  something  must  be  discovered,  which  has 
hitherto  escaped  the  observation  of  mankind,  be- 
fore you  can  give  paper,  intended  lor  circulation, 
the  value  of  a  metallic  currency,  any  longer  than 
it  represents  thatcurrency,  and'is  convertible  into 
it,  at  the  will  of  the  holder. 

The  paper  then,  of  this  bank,  if  you  make  it, 
will  be  depreciated  for  the  same  reason  that  the 
paper  of  other  banks  which  have  gone  before  it, 
and  of  those  which  now  exist  around  us,  has  been 
depreciated  :  because  it  is  not  to  pay  specie  for 
its  notes. 

Other  institutions,  setting  out  perhaps  on  hon- 
est principles,  have  fallen  into  discredit  through 
mismanagement  or  misfortune.  But  this  bank  is 
to  begin  with  insolvency.  It  is  to  issue  its  bills 
to  the  amount  of  thirty  millions  at  least,  when 
everybody  knows  it  cannot  pay  them.  It  is  to 
commence  iis  existence  in  dishonor.  It  is  to 
draw  Its  first  breath  in  disgrace.  The  promise  con- 
tained in  the  first  note  it  sends  forth,  is  to  be  a  false 
promise  and  whoever  receives  the  note,  is  to  take 
It  with  the  knowledge  that  it  will  not  be  paid, 
according  to  the  terms  of  it. 

But   this,  sir,  is  not  all.     The  framers  of  this 

, They 

have  put  the  depreciation  of   the  notes  of  their 

bank  beyond  all  doubt  or  uncertainty,  by  the  man- 
ner --  -  "-     "^    -L  -  •  •      —■ 


j^  product  ol.our  agriculture  now  perishes  on  ours.  I  oer  in  which  the  capital  is  constituted.  They 
^Does  any  one  imagine  that  her  circulating  paper  |  have  made  assurance  doubly  sure.  In  addition 
ijcould  have  existed,  and  maintained  any  credit  in    to  excessive  issue  of  paper,  and  the  failure  lo  make 


^such  a  chaoge'bf  her  condition  ?     What  ought  lo 
urprise  usis,  not  that  her  bank  paper  was  depre- 


^  < 


Rcialed,  but  jhat  it  was  not  depreciated  sooner  and 
flower  than'in  fact  it  was.  The  reason  can  only 
'Jbe  found  in  that  extraordinary  combination  of 
i!| favorable  circumstances  which  never  existed  be- 
ji  fore,  and  is  hardly  to  be  expected  again.  Much 
JJfless  IS  it  tj  be  discovered  in  our  condition  at 
^present. 

.  But  we  have  experience  nearer  home.  The 
;*paper  of  all. the  banks  south  of  New  England  has 
>|*become  depreciated  to  an  alarming  extent.  This 
Sicannot  be  dc-nied.  All  that  is  said  of  the  existence 
J|of  this  deprecation  only  at  places  remote  from 
-  the  bank?.  IS  unfounded  and  idle.  It  existsevery- 
;^wnere,  even  at  the  very  doors  of  the  banks  thera- 
"•selves.     The  rales  of  exchange,  both  foreii^n  and 


payments,  both  which  they  provide  for  by  law, 
they  make  the  capital  of  the  bank  to  consist  prin- 
cipally of  public  stock. 

If  this  stock  could  be  sold  as  in  the  former  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  the  evil  would  be  less.  But 
the  bank  has  not  ihe  power  to  sell  it,  and  for  all 
purposes  of  enabling  it  to  fulfil  its  engagements, 
lis  funds  might  as  well  be  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean,  as  in  Government  stocks,  of  which  it  can- 
not enforce  payment,  and  of  which  it  cannot 
dispose. 

The  credit  of  this  institution  is  to  be  founded 
on  public  funds,  not  on  private  properly  or  com- 
mercial credit.  It  IS  to  be  a  financial,  not  a  com- 
mercial bank.  Its  credit,  therefore,  can  hardly 
be  better  at  any  time,  than  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  the  Stocks  be  depreciated,  so  of  course 
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Momesiic,  put  this  point  beyond  controversy,    if  |  must  every ihing  be  which  rests  on  the  slocks. 


It  would  require  extraordinary  ingenuity  to 
show  how  a  bank  which  is  founded  on  the  public 
debt.  IS  to  have  any  better  reputation  than  the  debt 
inelf.  It  must  be  some  very  novel  inveniion  which 
makes  the  superstructure  keep  it^  place  after 
the  foundation  has  fallen.  The  argument  seems 
to  stand  thus.  The  public  funds,  it  is  admitted, 
have  little  credit ;  the  bank  will  have  no  credit 
which  It  does  not  borrow  of  the  funds;  but  the 
bank  will  be  in  full  credit. 

If,  sir,  we  were  in  a  temper  to  learn  wisdom 
from  experience,  the  history  of  niost  of  the  banks 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  might  teach  us  the 
fulility  of  all  ihese  contrivances.  Those  are,  like 
this  before  us,  established  for  purposes  of  finance, 
not  purposes  of  commerce.  The  same  fortune 
has  happened  to  them  all.  Their  credit  has  sunk. 
Their  respective  Governments  go  to  them  for 
money,  when  they  can  get  it  nowhere  else  ;  and 
the  banks  can  relieve  their  wants  only  by  new  is- 
sues of  their  own  paper.  As  this  is  not  redeemed, 
the  invariable  consequence  of  depreciation  fol- 
lows; and  this  has  sometimes  led  to  the  misera- 
ble and  destructive  expedient  of  a  depreciation  of 
the  coin  itself. 

Such  are  the  banks  of  Petersburg,  Copenhagen, 
Vienna,  and  other  cities  of  Europe.  And  while 
the  paper  of  these  Governruent  banks  has  been 
thus  depressed,  that  of  other  banks,  existing  in 
their  near  neighborhood,  unconnected  with  Gov- 
ernment, and  conducting  their  business  on  the 
basis  of  commercial  credit,  has  retained  a  value 
equivalent  to  that  of  coin. 

Excessive  issues  of  paper,  and  a  close  connex- 
ion with  Government,  are  the  two  circumstances, 
which  of  all  others  are  most  certain  to  destroy  the 
credit  of  bank  paper.  It  there  were  no  excessive 
issue,  or  in  other  words,  if  the  bank  paid  its  notes 
in  specie  on  demand,  its  connexion  with  Govern- 
ment, and  Its  interest  in  the  funds,  would  not  per- 
haps materially  affect  the  circulation  of  its  paper, 
although  they  would  naturally  diminish  the  value 
of  its  stock.  But  when  these  two  circumstances 
exist  in  the  condition  of  any  bank  ;  that  it  does 
not  pay  its  notes,  and  that  its  funds  are  in  public 
stocks,  and  all  its  operations  intimately  blended 
with  the  operations  of  Government,  nothing  fur- 
ther need  be  known,  to  be  quite  sure  that  its  pa- 
per will  not  answer  the  purpose  6f  a  creditable 
circulating  medium. 

I  look  upon  it,  therefore,  sir,  as  cert.»in  that  a 
very  considerable  discount  will  attach  itself  to 
the  notes  of  this  bank,  the  first  day  of  tlieir  ap- 
pearance ;  that  this  discount  will  continue  lo  in- 
crease, and  unless  Congress  should  be  able  to  fur- 
nish some  remedy,  which  is  not  certain,  the  paper 
in  iheend  will  be  worth  nothing.  If  this  happens, 
not  only  will  no  one  of  the  benefits  proposed  be  ob- 
tained, but  evils  of  the  most  alarming  magnitude 
will  follow.  All  the  horrors  of  a  paper  money 
syslem  are  before  us.  If  we  venture  on  the  pres- 
ent expedient,  we  shall  hardly  be  able  to  avoid 
them.  The  ruin  of  public  affairs  and  the  wreck 
of  private  property  will  ensue. 

I  would  ask,  sir.  whether   the  friends  of  this  j 
measure  have  well  considered  what  effect  it  will 


produce  on  the  revenue  of  the  country  ?  By  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  the  notes  of  the  bank  are  lo 
be  received  in  payment  of  all  taxes  and  other  dues 
to  Government.  They  cannot  be  refused  on  ac- 
count of  the  depreciation  of  their  value.  Govern- 
ment binds  itself  to  receive  them  at  par ;  although 
it  should  be  obliged  to  pay  them  out  immediately 
at  a  discount  of  a  hundred  per  cent.  It  is  certain, 
then,  that  a  loss  on  the  revenue  will  be  sustained, 
equal  to  any  depreciation  which  may  take  place 
in  this  paper;  and  when  the  paper  shall  come  to 
nothing,  the  revenue  of  the  country  will  come  to 
nothing  along  wilh  it.  This  has  happened  to 
oilier  countries,  where  this  wretched  system  has 
been  adopted,  and  it  will  happen  here. 

The  Austrian  Government  resorted  lo  a  similar 
experiment,  in  a  very  critical  period  of  its  affairs, 
in  1809.  the  year  of  the  last  campaign  between 
that  country  and  France,  previous  to  the  late  co- 
alition. Pres.-ed  by  the  necessities  of  the  occasion, 
the  Government  caused  a  largequantity  of  paper 
lo  be  issued,  which  was  lo  be  received  in  imposts 
and  taxes.  The  paper  immediately  fell  to  a  de- 
preciation of  four  fur  one.  The  consequence  was, 
that  the  Government  lost  its  revenue,  and  wilh  it 
the  means  of  supplying  its  armies,  and  defending 
its  Empire. 

Is  this  Government,  sir,  now  ready  to  put  its 
resources  all  at  hazard,  by  pursuing  a  similar 
course?  Is  it  ready  to  sacrifice  its  whole  sub- 
stantial revenue,  and  permanent  supplies,  to  an 
ill  contrived,  ill  considered,  dangerous  and  ruinous 
project,  adopted  only  as  the  means  of  obtaining  a 
little  present  and  momentary  relief? 

It  ought  to  be  considered  also,  what  effects  this 
bank  will  produce  on  other  banking  institutions 
already  existing,  and  on  the  paper  which  they 
have  issued.  The  aggregate  capital  of  these  in- 
stitutions is  large.  The  amount  of  their  notes  is 
large,  and  these  notes  constitute  at  present,  in  a 
great  portion  of  the  country,  the  only  circulating 
medium,  if  they  can  be  called  a  circulating  me- 
dium. Whaiever  affects  this  paper,  either  lo 
raise  it,  or  to  depress  it  lower  man  it  is,  affects 
the  interest  of  every  man  in  the  community. 

It  is  sufficient,  on  this  point  to  refer  to  the  me- 
morial from  the  banks  of  New  York.  That  as- 
sures us  that  it  must  be  the  operaiion  of  such  a 
bank  as  this  bill  would  establish,  lo  increase  the 
difficulties  and  distress  which  the  existing  banks 
now  experience,  and  to  render  it  nearly  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  resume  tlie  payment  of  their  uoies. 
This  is  what  every  man  would  naturally  expect. 
Paper  already  depreciated  will  necessarily  be 
sunk  still  lower  when  another  flood  of  depreci- 
ated paper  is  forced  into  circulation. 

Very  recently,  sir,  this  Government  refused  to 
extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  uncoostitu- 
tional  for  Congress  to  create  banks.  Maoy  of  the 
State  banks  owe  their  existence  lo  this  decision. 
It  was  an  invitation  to  the  States  to  incorporate 
as  much  banking  capital  as  would  answer  all  the 
purposes  of  the  country.  Notwithstanding  what- 
ever we  may  now  see  and  bear,  it  would  then 
have  been  deemed  a  gross  imputation  on  the  con- 
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sistfDcy  o^"  GoTernment  if  any  man  had  expres- 
sed an  e^peclanon  that  in  five  years  all  these 
Consiitulional  scruples  would  be  forgoiieo,  all 
the  danget  to  political  liberty  from  moneyed  in-  ! 
stituiions  Jisregarded.  ;ind  a  bank  proposed  upon 
the  moMe:xtraordiDary  principles,  with  an  unpre- 
cedented amount  of  capital,  and  with  no  obliga- 
tion to  foftil  lis  contracts. 

The  St?*te  Banks  have  not  forced   themselves  ' 
ID  the  wsry  of  Qovernmeni.     They  were  estab- 
lished, nja'jy  of  ihetp  at  least,  when  Government  ! 
bad  declared  its  purpose  to  have  no  bank  uf  its  ' 
own.     They  deserve  some  regard  on  their  own 
account,  and   on  account   of   those   particularly 
concerned  in  thetn  ;  but  they  deserve  much  more 
coDsiiieraliuD  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  their  { 
paper  which  is  in   circulation,  and  the  interest 
which  the  whole  community  has  in  it. 

Let  it  bt>  recollected,  al»o.  sir,  that  the  present 
coodilioQ  of  the  banks  is  principally  owinsj  to 
their  advances  to  Government.  The  Treasury 
has  borrovined  of  the  banks,  or  of  those  who  them-  i 
selves  borrowed  of  the  banks,  till  the  banks  have 
become  «s  poor,  and  almost  as  much  discredited, 
as  the  Treasury  itself.  They  have  depreciated 
their  paper,  nearly  ruined  themselves,  and  brought  | 
the  sorest  distress  on  the  country  by  doing  that  on 
a  small  scsie.  which  this  new  bank  is  to  perform 
on  a  sca^e  vastly  larger. 

It  IS  aimost  unpardonable  m  the  conductors  of 
these  inztiiuiions  not  to  have  foreseen  the  conse- 
quences which  have  resulted  from  the  course 
ursued  b^  them.  They  were  all  plain  and  visi- 
e.  If  they  have  any  apology,  it  is  that  they 
were  no  bjinder  than  the  Government,  and  that 
they  yiel(^d  to  those,  who  would  take  no  denial. 
It  will  b«. altogether  unpardonable  in  us,  if  with 
this,  as  «vtU  as  all  other  experience  before  us,  we 
contmu'  to  pursue  a  system  which  must  inevi- 
tably lead  us,  through  depreciation  of  currency, 
paper  mouey,  tender  laws,  and  all  the  contempt- 
ible and  miserable  contrivancfs  of  disordered 
finance  ar«d  national  insolvency,  to  complete  and 
entire  bai|kruptcy  in  the  end. 

I  hope  the  House  will  recommit  the  bill  for 
amendment. 

When  Mr.  Webster  had  concluded,  the  mo- 
tion for  rvcommilment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
PiCKCRi!«G,  Shipucrd,  and  Wueaton,  in  speeches 
of  consit/ertble  length,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Forsyth  and  Khea. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  at  length 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas 
68,  nay*  89,  as  follows: 

, ,  YiA» — McMrs.  Baylies  of  Maasachusetta,  Bayly  of 
I  Virginia.  IJigclow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Uaperton,  Calhoun,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpcper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachuselta,  Ely,  Evans,  Far- 
row, Gaston,  Gcddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  la- 
land,  Ke-niof  New  York,  King  of  Massachuseeta,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseley,  .Markell,  Oak- 
ley, Pears>n,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
Wdliam  Ueed,  Ruggles,  Scbureman,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  iijmith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
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ford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Maasachuselts,  Wehatcr,  Whealon,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusett*,  and  Winter. 

Nai9 — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  .\r- 
cber,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnelt,  Bines,  Burwell, 
Caldwell,  CauooD,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Corn- 
stock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Da- 
vis of  Pennsylvania,  Dcnoyclles,  Dasba,  Duvall,  Earle, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Harbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts, 
Lowndes,  Lylc,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfiree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orms- 
by,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Pensylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson.  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  PeonsyU 
vania,  Tannehill,  Taylor.  Telfair,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  bill  was  then  read  through,  in  the  usual 

manner. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  a  short  time  in 

explanation  of  the  motives  which  would  govern 
his  vote  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Grosvenor.  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  a  motion  in  aid  of  the  rule,  to  pre- 
vent those  members  interested  in  the  question 
from  voting,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  lable. 

The  motion  was  predicated  on  the  fact  that  one 
member  of  the  House  (and  perhaps  others  might 
be)  was  the  proprieter  of  certain  of  the  public 
stock,  which  is  allowed  to  be  paid  in,  in  part,  on 
account  of  shares  to  be  subscribed  to  the  bank. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New 
York,  and  Mr.  Findley,  of  Pennsylvania;  by 
whom  it  was  contended  that  the  rule  of  the  House 
in  this  respect  was  sufficiently  operative  without 

I  this  aid.     It  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  by 

!  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Farrow. 

j  The  question  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — for  laying  the 
bill  on  the  table  58.  against  it  104,  as  follows: 

I       Ykas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 

I  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury ,  Breckenridgr,  Brig- 

I  ham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Coxe,  Cul- 
peper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Massachusetts,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Farrow,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson.  Hender- 
son, Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkan,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shef- 
fey, Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Webster,  Whealon,  White,  Wilcox,  WUsc-n  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Winter. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard, Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Ev- 
ans, Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
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Hamplureya,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
ferts, Lyie,  .Macon,  .McCoy,  .McKee,  McKim,  .McLean, 
-Montgomery,  .Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orms- 
by,  Parker,  Pickens,  PleasanU,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Taggart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fair, Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  The  yeas  and  nays  thereon  stood — yeas 
81.  nays  80,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barnelt,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown,  Cald- 
well, Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock, 
Conard,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley, Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  (Jholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Hiisbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
LefTerU,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  .Moore,  .Murfree,  Nelson,  Ormwhy,  Par- 
ker, Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehill, Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bard,  Bayhes  of  Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  .Massachu- 
sett,  Desha,  Ely,  Evans,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Glasgow,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  McKim,  Miller,  .Moseley,  .Mar- 
kell, Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pol- 
ler, John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Shefley,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

The  state  of  the  vote  having  been  declared — 
TheSpEAKER(Mr.CH  EVES,  of  South  Carolina.) 
rose.  After  adverting  to  the  rule  of  the  House, 
which  makes  it  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Speaker 
to  vote  in  two  cases,  of  which  this  was  one,  he 
proceeded  to  assign  briefly  the  reasons  which  in- 
fluenced him  to  vote  against  the  bill.  He  noticed 
the  opinions  expressed  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
for  and  against  the  measure;  and  declared  his 
own  conviction  that  ihe  bill  proposed  a  danger- 
ous, unexampled,  and.  he  might  almost  say,  a  des- 
perate resort.  He  cursorily  examined  the  three 
views  in  which  the  passage  of  the  bill  had  been  ad- 
vocated, namely,  as  calculated  to  resuscitate  public 
credit;  toestabli^h  a  circulating  medium  ;  and  to 
afford  the  ways  and  means  for  the  support  of  the 
Government.  He  delivered,  with  even  more  than 
his  usual  eloquence  and  impressiveness,  his  opin- 
ions of  these  several  points,  and  concluded  with 
13ihCoN.  3dSESs.— 33 


expressinir  his  solemn  belief,  that  neither  of  these 

purposes  would  be  answered  by  the  bill.  He  de- 
nied that  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  demanded 
by  the  safety  of  the  nation;  but  intimated  his 
opinion  that  a  National  Bank  bill  might  be  framed, 
by  which  the  avowed  objects  of  the  pre>ent  bill 
might  be  accomplished,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
would  unite  a  majority  in  its  favor.  Although 
the  vote  was  painful  to  him  to  give,  he  was  there- 
fore obliged  to  vote  in  the  negative. 

The  SpEAKER'sTotehaving produced  anequality 
of  votes,  he  declared  the  decision  of  the  House  to 
be.  that  the  bill  should  not  pass. 

So  the  bill  is  rejected. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  who  had  voted  against 
the  bill,  then  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
just  taken.  He  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill, 
and  should  be  opposed  to  any  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Bank;  but  he  was  willing  that 
his  friends  should  have  an  opportunity  of  giving 
such  a  shape  to  a  bill  on  that  subject,  as  should 
unite  the  votes  of  all  who  were  friendly  on  prin- 
ciple to  the  establishment  of  a  National  BanK. 

The  question  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
having  been  stated  from  the  Chair — a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 


Tuesday,  January  3, 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts. 
Ariel  Wood,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Fisk.  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  taxing 
certain  manufactures,  reported  in  favor  of  an 
agreement  to  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
except  that  one  which  proposed  a  lax  of  eight  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  umbrellas  or  parasols. 
This  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  New  York  on  that 
subject,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States  ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

.Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Naval 
Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  authoriziog  the  appointment  of  cer- 
tain naval  officers  therein  named,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  it  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the   Treasury,  of  the   proceedings 
under  the  act  for   laying  out   the  great  western 
road — Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  furniture 
tax  bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  a  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vole  to  reject  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
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I  .^  ;  8crib€rs   jo  the   Bank  of  the   United   Stales  of 
>  i\  America, 

\f^\  [On  this  motion  there  arose  a  desultory  but 
J  4  •  Tery  inierestine  debate,  which  occupied  the  House 
Ja"  from  \'Z  lo  abiut  5  o'clock.  We  must  content 
*C'  ourselve.i  with  very  briefly  stating  the  several 
}  ,  ;  ground*  tjken  by  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  the 
*  *  one  side  or  the  other. —  Editors.] 
i  ^;  Mr.  FIall.  of  Georgia,  commenced  the  debate 
i  <j ;  by  assigning  the  reasons  which  had  influenced 
.  y '  him  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  question  ; 
I  *j  which  wore,  generally,  that  though  he  was  and 
f4;  should  continue  to  be  opposed  to  any  bank  that 
■4;  could  be  established,  unless  within  the  District 
J  5  of  Columbia,  yet  the  state  of  the  vote  of  last  night 
^)  gave  him  reason  to  believe  that  some  plan  might 
t  ■^  be  adoptid  to  meet  the  views  of  what  uas  evi- 
l  < '  denily  a  majority  of  the  House  on  that  subject. 
i'J*'  He  therefore  proposed,  if  the  vote  should  be  re- 
considered, to  call  up  the  proposition  laid  upon 
the  table  by  him  some  time  ago,  respecting  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  to  move  its  reference, 
together  with  this  bill,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meaiis  ;  that,  from  a  combination  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  both,  some  measure  might  be  adopted 
which  would  subserve  the  public  interest.  He 
called  Ofion  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  in  an  im- 
pressive Jnanner,  to  rally  themselves  around  the 
public  g«od.  to  sacrifice  to  each  other  a  little  of 
iheir  owji  opinion,  in  order  to  serve  the  nation. 
Having  tj  contend  not  only  with  a  foreign  enemy, 
but  with  internal  traitors,  it  was  high  time,  in- 
stead of- putting  themselves  into  the  hands  of 
merchanis  and  men  who  are  determined,  if  they 
could,  lo  crush  the  present  Administration,  to 
draw  on  the  real,  solid  resources  of  the  nation,  <fcc. 
Mr.  H.  took  occasion  lo  express  his  disgust  at  the 
attempt,  twice  repealed,  which  he  had  witnessed, 
to  prevent  an  individual  from  voting,  because  he 
had  lent 'money  to  the  Government  or  held  Gov- 
ernment.securiry(  meaning  Mr.  Ingersoll.)  Such 
proceedittgs,  he  said,  made  his  blood  run  cold. 
They  required  the  friends  of  the  Government  to 
unite,  lo-beware  liow  ihey  act,  instead  of  aiding 
thO'^e  wKose  only  object  was  to  defeat  every  act 
calculat»fd  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  &.c. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER,  of  Ohio,  made  a  few  general 
reraarks'^s  to  the  readiness  with  which  he  should 
approaci:}  this  question  to  reconsider  what  had 
been  dersounced  as  a  rash,  desperate,  and  destruc- 
tive measure.  His  remarks  were  evidently  in- 
tended 19  reflect  on  the  observations  with  which 
the  SPEiSKER  had  on  the  preceding  evening  pre- 
faced hi^  vote.  He  should  feel  no  pain,  he" said, 
when  ai^ting  from  his  own  choice,  in  giving  a 
▼ote  wh^h  was  to  destroy  a  ruinous  measure  ;°he 
should  rather  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  giving 
such  a  vpie,  and  not  complain  that  he  did  ft  with 
pain,  dcci 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  favored  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  bill,  in  the  hope  that,  when  re- 
considered, it  would  he  recommitted,  and  its 
features  chaneed.  He  had  voted  for  it  in  its  pre- 
sent shape  wich  much  reluctance;  he  had  so 
Toted,  hpwever,  because  he  believed  the  taxes 
could  not  be  paid  by  the  people  unless  they  were 


aided  by  the  establishment  of  a  medium  of  gen- 
eral circulation,  dec.  He  did  not  believe,  in  its 
pre.-*ent  shape,  that  the  bill  would  pass;  but  he 
did  believe  it  might  be  so  modified  as  to  meet  the 
views  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.lNGER.soLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  should 
vote  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill,  because  he 
was  of  the  same  opinion  to-day  that  he  was  yes- 
terday. He  was  not  tenacious  as  to  the  plan 
of  it.  but  a  National  Bank  he  believed  to  be  in- 
dispensable, &c.  He  look  occasion  to  remark, 
in  allusion  to  the  observation  of  Mr.  Hall,  that 
although  he.  with  several  other  gentlemen  of  the 
House,  possessed  a  small  interest  in  the  public 
stock,  he  had  no  idea  that  it  could  disqualify  him 
or  any  one  else  from  voting  on  this  question,  any 
more  than  on  the  tax  or  any  other  revenue  or  loan 
bills,  dec. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  should 
vole  against  reconsideration  ;  for,  although  he  had 
of  late  uniformly  entertained  the  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  convenient  and  expedient  to  establish 
a  National  Bank,  he  as  firmly  believed  that  there 
was  no  delegated  power  in  Congress  to  establish 
such  a  bank.  He  had  given  such  votes  as  he 
thought  calculated  to  improve  or  perfect  the  va- 
rious bill>  b-^fore  the  House,  but  he  must  event- 
ually vote  against  any  bank.  Mr.  M.  concluded 
his  examination  of  this  question  by  expressing 
the  o|)ini()n  that  Treasury  notes  would  circulate 
and  obtain  as  good  a  credit  as  the  notes  of  the 
bank  proposed  to  be  established;  and  to  those 
the  nation  must,  he  believed,  at  last  resort,  &c. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  was  in  favor  of 
reconsideration,  and  made  an  animated  ap|)eal  to 
those  who  were  friendly  to  the  establishment  of 
a  bank,  and  yet  had  opposed  this  bill  because  the 
details  did  not  exactly  meet  their  views.  He 
called  upon  them  to  sacrifice  their  particular  pre- 
judices, and  not  prostrate  the  public  interest  at 
the  shrine  of  their  own  pride  or  independence  of 
opinion.  Scarcely  any  subject,  he  said,  could 
come  before  the  House,  in  regard  to  which  creo- 
ilemen  might  not  urge  that  iherc  were  certain  of 
the  details  which  did  not  meet  their  approbation, 
and  for  which  they  could  not  vote.  This  bill  had 
been  called  u  desperate,  a  dangerous  measure.  It 
might  be  so,  Mr.  R.  said  ;  but,  from  the  nettle 
danger  we  frequently  pluck  the  flower  safety. 
Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  than  the  very 
situation  in  which  we  now  are;  which  could  not 
be  worsted  even  by  the  failure  of  the  novel  ex- 
periment which  this  bill  had  been  pronounced  to 
be,  dec. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  should 
vote  against  reconsideration.  Believing  no  good 
could  result  from  further  attempts  to  unite  con- 
flicting opinions  on  this  subject;  he  was  in  favor 
of  putting  it  to  rest,  and  letting  the  responsibility 
rest  on  ihe  shoulders  of  those  who  had  twice  al- 
ready defeated  the  hill,  dec. 

Mr.  DuvALL,  of  Kentucky,  in  advocating  a  re- 
consideration, called  upon  those  who  had  refused 
to  sacrifice  their  individual  opinions,  to  remember 
the  sacrifices  made  by  those  of  their  own  party, 
and  to  exhibit  that  liberality  and  spirit  of  mutual 


Janoart,  1815. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 


H.ofR 


concession,  without  which  there  could  be  no  le- 
gislation. He  believed  there  was  a  decided  ma- 
jority in  the  House  in  favor  of  a  National  Bank, 
and  he  entreated  gentlemen  to  consent  to  recom- 
mitment, to  make  one  last  effort  to  save  the  sink- 
ing credit  of  the  country,  dec.  He  dwell  at  some 
length  on  the  absurdity  of  every  man  in  a  public 
body  clinging  to  his  own  opinion  as  the  standard 
of  perfection.  Unless  men  yield  occasionally 
their  particular  opinions  on  minor  points  and 
mere  maiter.s  of  detail,  no  majority  could  ever 
be  obtained  in  favor  of  any  particular  measure. 
He  had  thus  yielded  his  opinions  when  he  voted 
for  this  bill,  and  he  hoped  a  sufficient  number 
would  now  do  so  to  obtain  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  conjured  sentlemen 
to  put  an  end  to  debate,  and  to  act.  While  they 
were  debating,  the  Army  was  suffering  for  the 
want  of  nece--sary  supplies;  the  nation  was  suf- 
fering at  every  point.  He  entreated  gentlemen 
to  permit  the  question  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  addressing  him- 
self to  the  majority  of  the  House,  exhorted  them 
to  unite,  and  no  longer  suffer  theiust^lves  to  be 
driven  from  ground  to  ground,  from  shift  to  shift, 
by  the  pertinacity  of  a  minority  who  openly  dis- 
avowed any  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  mea- 
sures which  they  were  frequ^-ntly  the  means  of 
thwarting.  He  adverted  lo  the  majority  which 
a  day  or  two  ago  had  appeared  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  who  had  been  driven  from  their  around  by 
the  pertinacity  of  ihe  minority,  in  violation  of 
the  Usages  and  decorum  of  legislation,  dec.  He 
appealed  also  to  ihe  liberality  of  those  opposed 
to  ihis  bill  on  mere  points  of  detail,  whether  an 
opporiuniiy  ought  not  to  be  afforded  lo  those  who 
were  friendly  lo  the  principle  lo  try  this  question 
again.  He  dwelt  with  much  emphasis  on  the 
weight  ot  responsibility  attaching  to  every  one 
who  voted  on  this  question,  and  the  propriety  of 
allowing  them  to  vote  again,  on  a  vote  on  which 
the  House  was  equally  divided,  after  having  an 
opportunity  since  to  reflect  on  it. 

Mr.  Pearson  expressed  himself  favorably  to- 
wards a  National  Bank,  but  as  strongly  opposed 
to  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  the  vote  on 
which  he  would  not  consent  to  reconsider,  lest 
the  bill  might  then  pass,  though  he  was  willing 
to  susjiend  the  rule  of  the  House  forbidding  a  bill 
once  rejected  lo  be  originated  anew,  so  as  lo  give 
an  opportunity  to  obtain  the  establishment  of  a 
bank  on  proper  banking  principles,  dec. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  said  the  very  import- 
ance of  this  bill  was  a  reason  why  a  question, 
decided  as  it  had  been,  should  be  reconsidered ; 
that,  if  a  majority  should  not  favor  its  passage 
in  Us  present  shape,  it  might  be  put  in  such  a 
form  as  should  insure  it  the  support  of  a  major- 
ity. The  proposal  of  the  gentleman  who  prece- 
ded him,  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  he  considered 
as  more  objectionable  by  far,  than  the  practice  of 
reconsidering  a  vote. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  at  some  length, 
warmly  contended  for  the  reconsideraiion  of  the 
bill,  avowing  himself  still  friendly  to  it,  in  pref- 
erence to  any  other  plan  which  could  be  proposed. 


Mr.  Calhodn  was  in  favor  of  reconsideration 
of  the  bill,  but  on  different  grounds  from  Mr. 
Forsyth.  He  was  and  should  continue  opposed 
to  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Gaston,  Mr.  Culpepkb,  Mr.  Webster, 
and  Mr.  Grosvenor,  expressed  themselves  friend- 
ly to  a  National  Bank  on  the  principles  they  have 
heretofore  advocated,  but  decidedly  opposed  to 
this,  and  therefore  determined  to  vote  against  re- 
considering it,  though  they  were  willing  to  sus- 
p  nd  the  rule  forbidding  future  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  advocated  re- 
consideration of  the  bill,  on  the  grounds  of  par- 
tiality lo  the  form  of  the  present  bill,  which  he 
examined  and  supported  by  a  train  of  argument 
going  to  exhibit  its  particular  merits. 

Mr.  Hall  then  said  he  had  made  his  motion 
with  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  compromise  of  con- 
flicting opinions,  and  a  modification  of  the  pres- 
ent bill.  But,  finding  its  friends  so  wedded  to  it 
as  to  attempt  to  force  it  through  tlie  House,  he 
withdrew  his  motion  for  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Webster  took  this  opportunity  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  following  resolution  : 

Htsolvtd,  That  the  rule  of  the  House  which  pre- 
vents a  subject  once  acted  upon  from  being  acted  upon 
again  during  the  varae  session,  be  suspended  until  oth- 
erwise ordered. 

Mr.  McKiM  renewed  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  Bank  bill ;  not  from  any  intention 
to  change  his  vote,  but  Irom  a  disposition  to  ac- 
commodate his  friends  on  a  question  of  so  much 
magnitude. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  opposed,  and  Mr. 
Newton,  of  Virginia,  advocated  the  r«  consider- 
ation— the  one,  on  grounds  of  unabated  hostility 
to  the  present  bill;  the  other  from  a  disposition 
to  afford  the  utmost  latitude  to  the  consideratioQ 
of  a  subject  so  highly  important  lo  the  nation. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  at  length 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays. — For  reconsi«Jeration 
107,  against  it  54,  as  follows: 

^  EAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Ave- 
ry, Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigbton, 
Ciouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
noyelles,  Duvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  Vork,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ueddcs, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Gritfin,  Haniion,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky. 
Hubbard.  Humphreys,  Ingervull,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
win, Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kent  of  M  aryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lewis, 
Lovelt,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  Mc- 
Kim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  o(  Penn- 
sylvania, Stockton,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachusetta, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breck- 
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,enridge,  Biigbam,  Capertoa,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clop- 
ton.  Coop*},  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenpwrt,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetu,  Ely,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hen- 
.^leraon,  Howell,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  King  of  Massachu- 
seltK,  Law,  Macon,  Miller,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Picker- 
ing, Pitkinj  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles, 


ham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kil bourn, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
ferls,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 
Murfrec,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  PleasanU, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
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Schureman-,   Seybert,   Sheffey,   Slaymaker.   Stanford,  |  Strong.  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Wil 
Sturges,  Tijggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa-  '  liams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey 


chusetts,  AA^ebster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and   Wilson  of 
Massachusetts. 

And  th|  question  being  again  slated — •Shall 
the  bill  pa;s?"— 

Mr.  McJCee  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a 
select  cornmitlee.  and  presented  Ms  view  of  the 
change  w^ich  he  conceived  ought  to  be  made  Iq 
its  provisif>ns. 

Mr.  Bugler,  of  Vermont,  supported  this  mo- 
tion, and  tVi  a  .speech  of  some  length  exhibited  his 
views  on  \he  same  subject. 

Mr.  FonavTH  opposed  the  recommitment  with 
much  zea|  and  eloquence,  on  grounds  of  prefer- 
ence to  th|e  present  bill. 

Mr.  Ki«G.  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  his  opin- 
ions generally  in  hostility  to  the  establishment  of 
any  bank  ■at  this  time,  and  in  opposition  to  any 
compromise. 

Mr.  F'lhDLEY  advocated  the  recommitment, 
principally  on  the  ground  of  opposition  to  that 
feature  o£^  the  bill  which  requires  the  bank  to 
make  a  loiin  to  Government — which  he  believed 
at  once  <irperfluous  and  inexpedient. 

Mr.  0.\i|CLEY  and  Mr.  Stockton  advocated  re- 
commitmfnt  with  earnestness  and  ability,  in  order 
to  procure  a  modification  of  the  details.  If  mod- 
ified, as  tlfey  believed   it   might  be.   they  pledged 


And  it  was  determined  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  select  committee  cf  seven  members. 

Messrs.  McKee,  Fi.ndley,  Stockton,  Pitkin, 
Taylor,  Cuthbert,  and  Yancey,  were  appoint- 
ed the  commiitee. 


Wednesday,  January  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  the  same  being  modi- 
fied, was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Executive  authorities  of  the  sev- 
eral States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
respectively,  by  law,  to  apprehend,  secure,  and 
deliver  to  the  Government,  for  the  time  being,  of 
any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  or  his  agent, 
any  fugitive  or  fugitives  from  justice,  upon  de- 
mand being  made  of  the  Executive  authority  of 
any  such  State  or  Territory,  to  which  such  fugi- 
tive or  fugitives  shall  have  fled,  and  upon  pro- 
ducing an  indictment  found,  or  an  affidavit  made 
before  a  competent  officer,  charging  the  person 
so   demanded    with    having   committed   treason. 


felony,  or  other  crime,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
themselves  to  vote  for  the  bank  bill,  and  expressed    *''^  ^^'^  Territory  from  which  he  so  fled;  and 


their  opiijion   that   in    that  vote  they  would   be 
joined  by  a  majority  of  their  political  friends. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  decided 
by  yeas  ai^d  nays.  For  recommitment  89,  against 
it  71,  as  fffilows: 

y«A8 — Messrs.  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
setts, Baylf'  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brigham,   Butler,  Caperton,  Cal- 


what  amendments,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  the 
act  or  acts  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  "'to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 


houn,Chaenpion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox.  •  on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  exclusively 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davia  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
of  Massacl'usetu,  Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Farrow,  Findley,  watches:"  The  Senate  recede  from  their  first 
Forney,  F/anklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Grosve-  '  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill  "to  provide  ad- 
nor,^HaIe,.  Hanson,  Hasbrouck.Hawes,   Henderson,  j  ditional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 


I 

I 

f 


i     i 


gles,  Scbufcman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  ShefTey,  Sherwood, 
Shipherii,  Hlaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  l^turges,  Taggart,  Thompson.  Vose,  Ward  of 
MassachujTtU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton, Whitr,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  -Massachusetts,  Win- 
ter, and  V^ood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  .Alston,  .Anderson,  -Archer, 
Avery,  Birfes,  Brown,  Burwell, Caldwell, Cannon. Chap- 
p€ll,Clend»nin,Ccm8tock,Conard,Creighton, Cuthbert, 
Davis  of  Pfnnsylvania,  Dcnoyelles,  Desha,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk;  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Gourdin, 
Griffin,  Hbil,  Harriti.  Hawkins;  Hubbard, lnger3olJ,Ing- 
J 


have  disagreed. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  furniture  tax 
bill,  recommended  a  disagreement  to  the  same; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  they  were 
accordingly  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  Ordnance  department;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 
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The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  leasing 
lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
taxing  certain  manufactures,  were  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  afterwards  in  the 
House.  Those  amendments  which  go  to  exempt 
"pig  iron"  from  taxation,  and  add  'umbrellas 
and  parasols,"  were  disagreed  to,  and  the  others 
were  agreed  to. 

The  House  t.peut  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with 
the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  under- 
went a  considerable  discussion,  until  late  in  the 
day,  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  January  5. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an- 
nouncing tneir  recession  from  all  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  laying  duties  on  certain  manu- 
factures, except  so  much  as  proposes  to  lay  a 
duty  of  eight  per  cent,  on  all  umbrellas  and  para- 
sols above  the  value  of  two  dollars. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  stated  that  the  prin- 
cipal difficulty  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  assenting  to  this  amendment,  had  been 
a  doubt  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  Senate, 
to  propose  new  taxes.  As  this  was  a  question 
which  he  believed  had  never  been  decided;  and 
as  the  tax  was  in  itself  unimportant,  he  moved 
that  the  House  insist  on  its  disagreement  to  this 
amendment.     This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  House  also  determined  to  insist  on  disa- 
greement to  a  part  of  of  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  to  the  furniture  tax  bill,  and  to  ask  of  the 
Senate  a  conference  on  that  bill. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  for  preventing  intercourse  with  the  enemy. 
[This  is  1  bill  containing  ample  and  energetic 
provisions,  for  preventing  the  treasonable  inter- 
course, which  has  recently  prevailed  to  so  great 
an  extent  on  our  northern  borders,  and  elsewhere.] 
The  few  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  having  been  agreed  to — 

Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth 
section  of  the  bill ;  which  is  as  follows : 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  Col- 
lector of  the  Customs  shall  have  authority  to  appoint, 
within  his  district,  such  numb<»r  of  inspectors  of  the 
customs  as  he  shall  judge  necessary,  who  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  officers  of  the  customi :  Provided,  how- 
ever.  That  it  shall  be  discretionary  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  what  number  of  such  inspectors 
shall  be  paid  for  their  services  by  the  respective  collect- 
ors, out  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
said  inspectors,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
their  offices,  shall  take  and  subscribe  before  the  col- 
lectors appointing  them,  or  before  some  magistrate 
within  their  respective  districts,  authorized  by  law  to 
administer  oaths,  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to 
wit :  I, ,  having  been  appointed  an  inspector  of 


the  customs,  within  and   for  the  district  of ,  do 

solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  swear,  or  affirm,  (as  the 
case  may  be,)  that  I  will  diligently  and  faithfully  exe- 
cute the  duties  of  the  said  office  of  inspector,  and  will 
use  my  best  endeavors  to  prevent  and  delect  frauds 
and  violations  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States; 
I  further  swear,  or  affirm,  that  I  will  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  an  extended  debate, 
in  which  many  gentlemen  partook,  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — for  the  motion  51,  against 
it  85,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Farrow, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howell, 
Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Miller,  Montgomcrv-,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  .\lston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chnppell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Denoyellcs,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  .Moore,  Murfree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  TannehU^^ 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massnchusetts.  moved  further  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "cus- 
toms," in  the  4th  line  of  the  5th  section,  these 
words  :  •'  for  whom,  in  the  execution  of  their  trust, 
such  Collector  shall  be  answerable;"  which  mo- 
tion, after  debate,  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  62,  nays  74,  as  follow> : 

Ylas — -Messrs.  Bayhes  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton, Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  MassachusetU,  Duv&li, 
Ely.  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hawes, 
Henderson,  Howell,  Hulbert,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oak- 
ley, Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Ruggles,  ShelTey,  Sherwood,  Slay- 
maker, Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
MassachusetUx,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
-Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander, -Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell,  Clendenin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Deno- 
yelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont 
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ton,  Parker,  Pickens,   Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,    Parker,  Pickens,  PleosanU.  Rea  of  Pennsylvania  Rhea 
Hhea  of  Trnncssee,    Rich,   Rjnggold,  Sage,   Heybert,  ^  of  Tennessee,  Rich,   Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage',  Sey. 


\  riharp,  8fn(th  of  Pennsylvania,  Tannehiil,  Telfair,  '  bert.  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pcn^ylvania,  fannehiir,''Telfair 
J  Troup,  U.Jr«e,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Yancey.  ' 
JVaxicey.      '  ,   .      ^  ^^-  Stockton    moved    to  anoend    ihe  eighth 

1  Mr.  K.Nti,  of  Massachusetts  moved  further  to  ;  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  these  words- 
Jamendihe^said  fifth  f^^cinon  of  the  bill,  by  msert-    «'  try  and  determine  the  facts  and  the  law  in  .such 


,j  iDff.  after  the  words 
mg  words:   ''give  bonds  with  securities  to  the 


(ifficers  .Nhail,"  the  follow- 


action  m  the  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been 

.,-..,,  ,         r       'hereoriginal[vcommenced,the  iudjrment  insuch 

isatisfactioa  of  the  collectors  appoiniiDfir  them,  for  case  notwithstanding;"  and  to  insert,  -'reverse 
tihetrueaod  faithful  execution  of  thrirotiice.and;"  or  affirm  the  .^aid  judgment,  according  to  law." 
-r-which  motion  was  deternriined  in  the  negative.  Which  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative- 
J     The  sixth  section  ot  the  bill  IS  as  follows:  ,  yeas  52,  nays  71.  as  follows: 

J  Sic.  6  Atld  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  collect-  !  YKAS-Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
f  u.  naval  oftcer,  surveyor,  or  inspector,  when  proceed-  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenndge,  Bngham,  Caperton, 
,>ngtomake  any  «.arch  or  seizure  authorized  by  this  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper  Cox,  Culpeper 
lact,  be  and  '=»  hereby  empowered  to  command  any  Davenport,  Davis  of  MassachusettTEly,  Gaston,  Gms- 
Wperson  who  shall  be  present,  to  aid  and  assist  such  offi-  ^enor.  Hale,  Henderson,  Howell.  Hulbert.  Jackson  of 
|cer  in  the  discharge  and  performance  of  his  duty  there-  Rhode  Island.  Kennedy.  Kent  of  New  York  King  of 
f,n;  and  if  any  person,  being  so  comnianded.  shall  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell.  Miller, 
V  neglect  or  r.fuse  to  aid  and  assist  such  officer  in  mak.:Moseley,  ^^^^^^  q^j^,  Piekermg,  Pitkm,  Pott*r, 
^rtig  such  seajich  or  seizure,  the  person  so  neglectmg  or  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sheffev,  Sherwood,  Slaymsker, 
*  reiuaing  shali  forfeit  and  pay  a  «um  not  exceeding  two  Sunford,  Stockton,  Sturgesi  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
j'hundreddolfjirs.and  not  less  than  fifty  do  lars.  And  of  Massachusetts.  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and 
4 such  officer  Jiiay  al.^o  demand,  in  cases  where  it  may  i  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 


l/ecome  nfc«isary,  the  assistance  of  the  marshal  of  the 
tilistrict,  or  any  of  his  deputies,  who  shall  call  upon  the 
Iposae  of  the-district,  if  necessary,  in  his  or  their  judg- 
Iment,  to  reruJer  effectual  the  execution  of  this  act;  and 
citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  district,  above  the  age 
^1f  eighteen  years,  and  able  to  travel,  who  refuse  or 


Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,   Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbour,  Barnetf,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Burwell.  Butler,  Caldwell.  Chappell.  Clendenin.  Con- 
ard,  Crawford,   Creighton,  Crouch,   Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania.  Desha.  Evans.  Farrow.  Find- 
eignieen  years,  ana  aoie  lo  iravei.  wno  re.use  or     ,ey,   Fuk  of  Vermont,   F.sk  of  New   York.  Forney, 
..eglect,  on  proper  notice  from  the  marshal,  or  any  of  \  Gholson,  Gourd.n,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hub- 
[his  deputies,  to  jom  such  posse,  shall  be  considered     -       -      - 
Esuilty  of  a  iijisdemeanor,  and  be  liable  to  be  fined  in 
";iny  sum  noc  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  and  be 
imprisoned  ur  any  term  not  exceeding  three  months. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stockton,  to 
amend  the  said  section,  by  inserting  the  word 
■'if,"  after  the  words  "enacted  that;^'  by  insert- 
^  jng  after  the  word  ''  inspector,"  where  it  first  oo- 

i'curs.  the  words  "  shall  be  resisted  or  obstructed  ;" 

and   by  ins^'rling  after  the  word  "act,"  where  it 

occurs  the  lirst  time,  the  words  "he  shall."    This 

j  amotion  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  50, 

'nays  78.  ai  follows: 

«  '    YiA« — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 

\  Virginia.  Hoyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Bngham, 
Caperton,  ('hampion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Davenport.  t]ly,  Gas^ton.  Geddes.  Grosvenor.  Hale.  Hen- 
derson. Mowell,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island. 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 


bard,  Humphreys,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son, of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefferts,  I..yle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Moore.  Newton,  Orma- 
by.  Parker.  Pickens.  PleasanU.  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane.  Robertson, 
Sage.  Seybert.  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania.  Tanne- 
hiil, Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ki.ng.  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  strike  out  the  ninth  section  of  the 
bill,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  following: 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  officer  or 
other  person,  executing  or  aiding  or  assisting  in  any 
seizure  under  this  act.  shall  be  sued  or  molested  far 
anything  done  in  virtue  of  the  powers  given  by  this  act, 
or  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  granted  by  any  judge  or  jus- 
tice, pursuant  to  law,  such  officer  or  other  person  may 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  spe- 

tiff 


^Lovett,  Markell.    .Miller,   Moseley.   Pickering.  Pitkin,  I  cial  matter  in  evidence  ;  and  if  in  such  suit  the  plaintiff 
;  Potter,  Joh,i  Reed,  Ruggles.  Sheffey.  Sherwood,  Slay-  !  is  nonsuited,  or  judgment  passed  against  him,  the  de- 
Jnaker,  Smrih  of  N.York,  Sunford.  Stockton.  Sturges.  '  fendant  shall  recover  double  cosU.      And  when  any 


Ta^gart.  Thompson,   Vose.    Ward  of   Ma-ssachusetts. 
Wheaton,  White.  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  .Massachusetts. 
Nats — Messrs.   Alexander.  Alston.  Anderson,  Ar- 


prosecution  shall  be  commenced  on  account  of  any 
seizure  under  this  act.  and  judgment  shall  be  given  for 
the  claimant  or  claimanU,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  court 


.;\\tT,  Barbcur,   Bard,  Barnett.    Bowcn,   Brown.  Bur-  j  before  whom  such  prosecution  shall  be  tried  that  there 

{irell,    Builer.  Caldwtll,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  I  was  reasonable  cause  of  seizure,  the  said  court  shall 
Condemn,    Crawford,  Creighton,   Crouch,  Cuthbert,    cause  a  proper  certificate  of  entry  lo  be  made  thereof. 


Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans, 
I  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont.  Fisk  of  New  York, 
^^Forney,  Foisyth,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 


and  in  such  case  the  claimant  or  claimants  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  costs,  nor  shall  the  person  who  made  the 
seizure,  or  the  prosecutor,  be  liable  to  action,  suit,  or 
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judgment,  on  account  of  such  seizure  and  prcwecution  : 
Provided,  That  the  property  or  articles  seized  and  held 
by  the  prosecutor  or  person  making  the  seizure,  be, 
after  judgment,  forthwith  returned  to  such  claimant  or 
claimanU,  his,  her,  or  their  agent  or  agenU  :  And  pro- 
vided. That  no  action  or  prosecution  shall  be  main- 
tained in  any  case  under  this  act,  unless  the  same  shall 
have  been  commenced  within  one  year  next  after  the 
penalty  or  forfeiture  was  incurred. 

And  the  question  beingtaken.it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  King,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  strike  out  the  twelfth  section  of  the 
said  bill,  which  is  as  follows: 

Sec  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  such 
other  person  as  he  shall  have  empowered  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  employ,  under  proper  instructions  to  be  by  him 
given,  such  part  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  SUtes,  or  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  shall  be 
judged  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  co-op- 
erating with  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and  all  other 
civil  magistrates,  in  seizing  and  securing  persons  en- 
gaged, or  suspected  from  probable  cause  as  aforesaid 
to  be  engsged,  in  unlawful  trade  or  intercourse  with 
the  enemy  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  articles  or  sup- 
plies, or  vessels,  boats,  vehicles,  or  animals,  employed 
as  aforesaid,  in  such  trade  or  intercourse. 

And  the  question  beine  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  37,  nays  69,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bradbury,  Breckenridge.  Brigham.  Caperton,  Cham- 
pion. Cox.  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Gaslon,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett.  Miller. 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin.  Potter,  John  Reed, 
Ruggles.  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wilcox,  and 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  .\l6ton,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbour,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenin, 
Clopton,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKim,  Moore, 
Nelson.  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens.  PleasanU, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Roane,  Robertson,  Sage.  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehiil.  Udree,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  lo  amend 
the  bill  as  follows  : 

Section  1,  line  8.  .\fter  the  word  "duty,"  insert  "  the 
payment  thereof  intended  to  be  evaded." 

Section  3,  lines  8  and  9.  Strike  out  the  words  "  or 
of  which  they  may  be  in  possession." 

Section  4.  line  22.  After  the  word  "  building,"  in- 
sert "  in  day-time  only." 

Section  8.  line  28.  Strike  out  the  words  "  now  pend- 
ing or." 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  said  amend- 
ments, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  add 


to  the  third  section  the  following  words:  "or  for 
the  use  of  any  citizen  residing  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States."  Which  motion  wa»  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

It  appearing  about  this  time,  owing  to  the  retire- 
ment of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  House, 
that  a  quorum  was  not  present,  a  motion  was 
made  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  contended  that  one  day's  no- 
tice was  necessary  to  a  call  of  the  House.  The 
Chair  decided  such  notice  was  not  necessary. 
Mr.  Grosvenor  appealed  from  this  decision, 
which  the  House  affirmed. 

The  call  of  the  House  then  took  place,  whea 
it  appeared  that  the  following  membt-rs  were 
present : 

Messrs.  .Alexander.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowcn,  Brown,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  (Mende- 
nin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hulbert.  Ingham,  Irving,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carohna,  Lef- 
ferts, Lovett,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  .Miller,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  PleasanU, 
John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tannehiil, 
Taylor,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of 
MassachusetU,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and 
Yancey— 92. 

The  doors  of  the  House  were  then  closed,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  ingress 
and  egress  forbidden,  but  not  before  two  or  three 
other  members  had  come  in. 

Some  difficulty  arose  as  to  the  course  now  pro- 
per to  be  pursued  as  to  compelling  the  attendance 
of  absentees,  &.c.  At  length,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Yancey,  it  was  ordered  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  the  call  be  suspended  ;  and  the  bill,  which 
had  been  all  day  under  debate,  was  iheu  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  without  a  di- 
vision— a  sufficient  number  not  rising  to  support 
tlie  motion  of  Mr.  Miller,  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
William  Gamble."  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House:  They  have  agreed  lo  the 
conference  asked  by  this  House,  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments 
depending  to  the  bill  "'to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  exclu- 
sively for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  and  have  appointed  managers  oa 
their  part.  They  ask  a  conference  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  "to  provide  additional  revenue*  for  defraying 
I  the  expenses  of  Governonent,  and  raamtainiog 
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^  the  public   credit,  by  laying  duties   on   various 
•  goods,    wares,  and    merchandise,    manufactured 
within  the  United  States."  to  which  conference 


\ 


they  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 


>  Friday,  January  6. 

J        A  raessaije  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
■,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "supplementary 
1 10  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  in- 
'  Jemnihcauon  of  certam  claimants  of  public  lands  : 
io  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;"  in  which  they  ask  ! 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  | 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  i 
ihe  committee  appointed  on  the  letter  on  the  same  | 
subject   from  the  acting  .Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary    of  the    Treasury,  and    the    Attorney 

t  General.  ' 

Another   message    from   the   Senate   informed  i 
^  the  Housf  that  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on  , 
■  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  ' 
amendment  depending  to  the  bill  "  to  provide  aa- 
ditional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit. 
^  by   laying  duties  on   various  goods,  wares,  and 
3  merchandise,  manufactured    within    the  United 
^States;"  to  which  conference  they  have  appointed 
^managers  on  their  part. 
»-     Resolved.  That  this  House  agree  to  the  confer- 

i'  ence  asked  by  the  Senate  on  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned, anij  that  Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New 
York,  arid  Mr.  Oakley,  be  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

*  The  bill  from  the  Senate,   "for  the   relief  of 
i  William  Gamble,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
{to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
J     Mr.  Fisjc,  from  the  managers  appointed  by  the 

#  House  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  managers 
^appointed  by  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
I  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  depending 
3»o  the  bill  "to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de^ 

fraying  the  exnenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taming  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture,  on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the 
♦saddle  or  carriage,and  on  gold  and  silver  watches." 
^roade  a  report ;  which  was  read  :  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  this  House  do  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 


I 


Mr.  McKee  explained,  briefly,  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  amendnient>  now  proposed  to  the 
bill.     The  first  principle  introduced  into  the  bill, 
he  said,  was  a  reduction  of  the  capital  stock  from 
fifty  to  thirty  millions;  such  capital  to  be  com- 
posed of  five  millions  in  specie,  fifteen  millions 
in  Treasury  notes,  ten   millions   in   stock  of  the 
United  States  created  since  the  declaration  of  the 
war.     The  capital  to  be  subscribable  in  shares  of 
one  hundred  instead  of  five  hundred  tach.     The 
payments  of  the  subscription  to  be  so  apportioned 
that  two-fifths  of  the  amouniof  the  capital  should 
be  paid  in  at  the  time  of  subscribing.     This  would 
bring  at  once  into  the  bank,  Slj666.000  in  specie, 
and   the  residue    in    Treasury   notes   and    stock, 
amounting  to  twelve  millions  In  the  whole.  There 
was  every  reason   to  believe  that   this   payment 
could  be  made,  at  the  time  of  subscription,  to  the 
full  amount  proposed;  if  so,  the  bank  could  forth- 
with go  into  operation,  and  its  capital  would  not 
remain  inactive,  as  a  part  of  it  must  do  if  a  less 
amount  were  payable  at  the  time  of  subscription. 
The  principle  requiring  the  bank  to  make  a  loan 
of  thirty  millions  to  theGovernraent  to  be  stricken 
out,  and  the  provision  respecting  the  suspension 
of  payments  in  specie,  which  appeared  to  be  in- 
separably connected  with   the  compulsory  loan, 
to  be  also  stricken  out.    The  immediate  aid  which 
the  plan  would  afford  to  the  Government,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  a  circulating  medium 
of  undoubted   credit,  would    be  in  the   issue  and 
free  circulation  of  fifteen  millions  of   Treasury 
notes  and  the  relief  to  the  stock  market   by  the 
abstraction  from  it  of  ten  millions  to  be  subscribed 
in  the  slock  of  the  bank.     The  bank  thus  to  be 
established  was  predicated  on  the  idea  of  a  specie 
bank,  on  which  principle  alone  must  forever  rest 
a  sound  circulating  medium.     There  was  no  dan- 
ger, as  had  been  frequently  observed,  but,  without 
a  requisition  to  that  effect  in  its  charter,  the  bank 
would,  for  its  own  interests,  afford  to  the  Govern- 
ment every  assistance  and  accommodation  in  its 
power.     A  right  was  also  reserved  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  subscribe  on  its  own  behalf  and  for  its 
benefit,  whenever  Congress  shall  authorize  it  by 
law,  five  millions  to  the  stock  of  the  bank,  pay- 
able in  certificates  of  stock  bearing  an  interest  of 
four  per  centum.     This  stock  it  might  sell  at  great 


0  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  duty'on"hor5es  I  "'^vf"'^^^-  ^^en  during  the  present  year,  if  the 

pnf  pT(>liieivoii7  fnr  ik=  ^o^-ji- ; ._  i    bauk  Went  successfully  into  operation. 

The   amendments   to  the  first  section  having 


•kept  excltisively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
_that  they  ^Iso  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
^the  amendinent  to  the  fifth  section,  and  that  they 
-do  agree  \i^  the  amendments  therein  specified. 
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been  stated,  and  the  question  being  proposed  to 
the  House  on  that  amendment  which  reduces  the 
proposed  capital  from  fifty  to  thirty  millions  of 
dollars — 

Mr.  Telfair,  of  Georgia,  being  desirous  of  fix- 
ing the  capital  of  the  bank  at  forty  millions,  as  a 
proper  medium,  said  he  should  vote  against  this 


I     Mr.  MclyEE,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 

-was  recontmitted  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  in- 1  proper  medium,  said  he  should  vote  against  this 
, corporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni-  amendment,  and  briefly  assigned  his  feasons  for 
♦ted  States  of  America,  reported  sundry  amend- '  so  doinT  '6 

;  -ments  thereto  ;  which  were  read.  \      Mr.  Hawki.ns.  of  Kentucky,  stated  the  reasons 

Lfavui?.nT.r!^t?h";'K.    ^^  M'- R'^B^J^ON  :  why  he  should    vote   against   this  amendment. 

■  -TltJ^i  ?  T'Z  P*"'!="'^^  '"fo^'^=»-  '  able  concession  to  those  who  differed  from  him. 

^tion  of  the  naembers;  which  motion  was  nega- j      Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  few  observa- 


f  tived,  ayes  36. 


tions.  principally  expressive  of  a  hope  that  this 
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question  would  be  decided  with  as  little  debate    Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Erans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Forney, 


as  possible 


Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  HanM>n,  Harris, 


spoke  at  some  length  in  explanation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  and  of  the  advantage  which  it 
held  forth  to  the  public  interest.  &c. 

Mr.  Forsyth  briefly  stated  the  grounds  on 
which  he  was  opposed  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  preferred  the  bill  in  its  present  shape. 
If  the  amendments  prevailed,  he  contended  that 
the  will  of  the  majority  would  in  fact  be  de- 
feated, and  a  bill  passed  on  a  plan,  of  which  the 
majority  had  already  expressed  their  decided  dis- 
approbation. 

*  Mr.  McKee  spoke  at  some  length  in  defence  of 
the  report,  and  to  show  its  superiority  to  the  pres- 
ent features  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Inge R90LL  explained  briefly  why,  although 
entertaiuing  a  decided  preference  for  the  bill,  as 
it  now  stood,  he  should  vote  for  the  report  of  the 
committee  in  all  its  parts;  because,  being  the  re- 
sult of  a  compromise,  if  it  were  not  accepted,  he 
feared  no  National  Bank  would  be  established — 
a  measure  which  he  deemed  at  this  moment  abso- 
lutely indispensable. 

Mr.  Yancey  said  he  should  give  the  report  his 
decided  support,  and  regretted  that  any  of  his 
friends  should  act  differently.  He  considered 
the  proposed  amendments  highly  expedient,  and, 
withal,  that,  if  they  were  not  adopted,  no  bank 
could  be  established  at  this  session. 

Mr.  PiTKi.N,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  ex- 
plained the  reasons  why  he  had  been  induced  to 
compromise  a  part  of  his  own  opinions,  in  agree- 
ing to  this  report,  to  which  he  had  acceded  with 
some  reluctance,  and  for  the  success  of  which  he 
did  not  consider  himself  responsible.  Being  wil- 
ling to  lend  his  aid  to  extricate  the  Government 
from  Its  present  financial  difliculties.  he  had 
agreed  to  this  report,  which  however  he  believed 
embraced  much  too  extensive  a  scale  for  the  pro- 
posed institution.  He  went  into  an  examination 
at  some  length  of  the  principles  of  banking,  prin- 
cipally to  stiow  that  a  forced  loan  would  be  de-  \ 
structive  to  the  ability  or  prospects  of  any  bank. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied  at  some  length  to  some 
of  the  objections  which  had  been  made  to  the  bill 
as  It  now  standi,  and  in  vindication  of  his  own 
opinion  ;  and 

Mr.  Pearson  added  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion in  reply  to  a  part  of  Mr.  Forsyth's  speech. 

The  question  being  taken,  after  nearly  two 
hours  debate,  on  the  first  amendment  reported  by 
the  select  committee,  was  decided  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  .\lexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bar- 
bour, Bard,  Barnctt,  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bines,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burweli,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chappell,  CiUey,  Clark, 
Clendenin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Culhbert,  Dana.  Davenport, 
Davis  of  MassachusetU,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 


McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
MoBcley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pickens,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
WiUiam  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schareman, 
Seybcrt,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker,  Snaith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tanne- 
hill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton.  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Winter,  Wood  and  Yancey — 129. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Conard, 
Denoyelles,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gourdin,  Gritfin,  Hall,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kil- 
bourn,  Lefferls,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Parker,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sevier,  Telfair,  and  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania — 31. 

The  other  amendments,  as  indicated  above  in 
Mr.  McKee's  remarks,  were  then  all  agreed  to — 
among  them  being  an  amendment  to  postpone 
the  opening  of  the  books  ofsubscription  to  the  last 
instead  of  the  second  Monday  in  February. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gaston  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  that  part  of  the 
amendmeut  describing  the  (war)  stock  which 
shall  be  subscribable  to  the  bank,  and  inserting  ia 
lieu  thereof,  •'  or  in  any  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
'  United  Slates  drawing  au  accruing  interest  of 
'  six  per  centum  per  annum,  contracted  or  to  be 
'  contracted  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  Congress  ;" 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered,  without 
a  division,  to  be  read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  January  7. 

Mr,  Fisk  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Brahany  ;  which  was  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  Oakley,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for 
the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,'"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments;  which  were  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  *•  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,"  with  amendments;  ia 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  prevent  intercourse  with 
tlie  enemy  having  been  read  through  — 

Mr,  Oakley,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
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biH  ^D  the  mbJe,  to  take  ap  the  Bank  bill,  the 
pa«s^e  of  which  he  feared  might  be  too  long  de- 
iajej  by  the  (Jiscussion  which  migrht  arise  on 
tht^ill  just  re|id.  This  motion  was  supported 
by  Sjr.  YanceV  and  Mr.  Ingersoll. 

Tjie  motion  jvas  opposed  hy  .Messrs.  Fisk  of 
N<\J  York,  FisK  of  Vermont,  and  Rhea,  on 
the  jground  tliat  the  speedy  passage  of  the 
bip  L^<  read,  vtas  required  by  the  interest  and 
hoiii|r  rf  the  uaiion,  to  arrest  the  supplies  to  the 
eneiiy,and  the*los5  of  duties  on  smuggled  gooJ.s, 
wbi|h  our  revenue  officer.s  now  could  not,  dare 
noi.  Ltiempi  to  ^eize. 

Tbe  motion  lo  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  prevail- 
ed. i4fes  83. 

•BANK  of  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Tje  engrosnefl  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the 
Seinite  "to  inciorporate  tiie  Bank  of  the  United 
Styif'S  yf  America."  were  then  read,  and  the  ques- 
ticjirtated.  ••  S^all  this  bill  pass,  as  amended?" 
and  j[he  yeas  a,id  nays  thereon  having  been  re- 
qihir»d  by  Mr.  3»tanfohd — 

^f.   Fisk,  of\  New  York,  rose   lo  assij;n    the 


re»s4ns  which  r^w  influenced  hun  to  vote  against 
thjs'bill.  His  objections  were,  to  the  reduction 
of  Ije  capital,  ^nd  to  the  omission  of  what  had 


be^nl miscalled  |he  forced  loan  feature  of  the  bill, 
he  considered  one  of  the  best.  The  bill, 
It  was  amended,  would,  he  said,  have  af- 
ij  to  the  Gcivernraent  a  benefit  to  the  amount 
Jenty  millions,  but  now  would  not  afford  to 
^  ireater  bor^us  than  three  millions.  He  ob- 
jediill  to  the  anjendments  which  had  taken  from 
thfj  3,11  the  contf  ol  which  the  Government  ought 
to  live  over  ii,  and  uould  throw  the  Guvern- 
mtifl.  and  the  moneyed  resources  of  the  nation 
in^jfhe  power  of  its  political  adversaries.  There 
W(y»|also  other; features  of  the  bill  to  which  he 
oblef  led  ;  so  strongly,  upon  the  whole,  that  he 
W({u(J  ho\.  vote /or  "the  bill. 

\Af.  HAN30N,;of  Maryland,  expressed  his  regret 
to  >tj-  any  impediment  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
bil  .  :  He  expressed  all  the  satisfaction  he  fell  at 


}    t 


betpi  able  on  iF^is  occa.sion  to  redeem  his  pledge 
to  hjol  ■'     ' 

f 
cia;  ^^  the  natjo'-i.     This  bill,  in  its  present  shape, 


to 
w 


u  ri»operaie  wjih  the  majority,  in  any  measure 
7\^(^i  ne  could  ;hope  or  believe  would  be  benefi- 
ia)f.th 


he  ,V(iuarked.  w^s  the  result  of  a  compromise  pro 
du^ej  by  muiua^l  and  magnanimous  concessions, 
an-4  -ji  a  period  'like  this,  of  bitter  political  ani- 
mcVMly.  concessiions  reflecting  equal  honor  on 
boi^ides  of  th4  House. 

Mi  GRosvE.ioR,  of  New  York,  assigned,  at 
soriiv'length.ihejreason  why  he  should  vote  against 
thefbjll.  He  ejipressed,  in  a  feeling  manner,  his 
regjrtv  aj  being  Compelled  to  vote,  on  this  occa- 
siop:  ag-aiost  so;,  many  of  those  with  whom  he 
hac|  4ereiofore  acted  in  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sur>'>:i)f  this  Adrpinistraiion.  His  objections  were 
mon'  10  the  tim^j  when  and  purposes  for  which  a 
batiTt  s  to  be  esfablished,  than  to  the  features  of 
thi.if  {  II.  to  some*  of  which  he  objected.  He  de- 
nied I  that  it  could  be  a  specie  bank,  or  that  the 
bani  ^ould  ever  be  able  to  get  a  million  of  its 
DotfsJinto  circulation.     The  Government  rel vino' 


upoD  it  would  be  disappoioted.  and  ruin  soon 
stare  them  in  the  face.  He  denied  the  operation 
upon  himself  of  the  argument  that  this  was  a 
lesser  evil  than  what  might  be  substituted  for  it 
if  it  did  not  pass.  He  would  not,  he  said,  em- 
brace this  evil  in  order  to  avoid  a  greater  which 
might  not  happen  ;  he  would  never,  he  said, 
adopt  a  principle  looking  towards  that  which 
imports  that  the  end  may  justify  the  means. 

Mr.  Telfair,  of  Georgia,  stated  the  reasons 
why,  although  he  decidedly  approved  of  the  bill 
which  had  been  first  before  the  House,  he  should 
yet  vote  for  this  bill.  He  was  seriously  convinc- 
ed, he  said,  that  under  the  present  embarrass- 
ment of  our  circulating  medium,  and  of  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  nation, 't.iat  a  bank  w.is  indis- 
pensable ;  and,  though  the  system  now  before 
the  House  was  one.  the  details  of  which  he  could 
not  approve,  he  would  vote  for  it  as  a  last  resort. 
He  frankiy  intimated  his  hope  that  the  other 
House  would  propose  some  modification  of  the 
amendments  of  this  House,  that  would  render 
the  compromise  of  opinion  more  equitable  than 
as  it  now  stood.  Mr.  T.  went  into  a  general  ex- 
amination of  the  principles  and  history  of  bank- 
ing, principally  to  show  that  banks  founded  on 
tne  credit  of  Governments  and  on  public  stocks 
had  not  been  as  generally  unsuccessful  as  had 
been  contended  ;  and  he  then  compared  the  pre- 
sent system  with  that  which  came  from  the 
Senate,  lo  the  latier  of  which  he  gave  a  decided 
preference. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  believed,  he  said, 
a  National  Bank  lo  be  essentially  necessary  to 
give  relief  to  the  present  embarrassed  state  of 
things.  Believing  this  bill  would  contribute  in 
some  degree  to  relieve  the  national  wants,  it 
would  receive  his  vote,  though  reluctantly  ;  and 
he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  in- 
stead of  Its  being  a  preferred  measure,  he  consid- 
ered the  first  bill  as  more  efficient  and  calculated 
to  give  the  Government  all  ii  wanted.  The  vote 
of  the  House  ihis  day,  he  said,  would  be  no  test 
of  the  excellence  of  this  system,  or  even  of  the 
approbation  of  it  by  the  House — the  question  be- 
ing whether  the  House  would  take  this  or  no 
bank.  .Mr.  I.  made  a  statement  of  the  compara- 
tive advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two 
plans,  giving  the  decided  superiority  to  iheorigi- 
nal  plau. 

The  question  on  the  final  passage  of  this  bill 
was  then  decided— yeas  120,  nays  38.  as  follows: 

^Eis — .Messrs.  .\lexander,  Alston,  -Anderson,  Bar- 
nett.  Bayly  of  Virijinia,  Bigelow,  Bines,  Brecken- 
Tiiige,  Brigham,  Brown,  BuUer,  Caperton,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chtppell,  CiUey,  Clark, 
Clendenin,  Comstock,  Coaard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthberl,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  .MassachusetU,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Duvall,  Earle, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  For- 
syth, Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Hale,  Hanson,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkuis,  Henderson,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Ingersoll. 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
Vork,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  LefTerts  ,Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  .Mc Kim,  .McLean,  Montgom- 
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ery,  Moore,  Moseley.  Oakley,  Ormsby.  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pickens,  Pitkin,  PleasanU,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Rca  of  Pennsylvania.  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage.  Schure- 
man,  Sevier,  !^harp,  SheflVy,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Slaymakrr,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Stockton,  Stuart,  Slurges,  Taggart,  Tannebiil, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Udrec,  Vose,  Ward  of 
MassachufetU.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton,  While,  Williams,  Winter,   Wood,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  Burwell,  Clopton,  Crawford,  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Eppes.  Evans,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hubbard.  Hum- 
phreys, Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lyie,  Maoon,  .Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker, 
Roane,  Seybcrt,  Stanford,  Strong,  Wilcoi,  Wilson  of 
MassachuKetts,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

So   the  bill  was  pas-ed. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr,  Law,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing re.solution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  several  laws  authorizing  the  issuing  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  in  such  manner  as  to  make  them  receivable 
in  payment  in  all  casein  of  6nes,  forfeitures,  penalties, 
and  executions,  which  may  accrue,  be  due  or  owing 
to  the  United  Stales  ;  and  also,  to  extend  the  said  laws 
so  as  to  make  Treasury  notes  receivable  in  payment 
for  taxes  due  to  the  United  States  from  any  number 
of  persons  who  may  unite  for  that  purpose,  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  desired  to  know  the 
object  of  this  motion.  It  appeared  to  him,  on 
the  first  view,  that  it  would  introduce  a  specula- 
tion in  the  Government  paper,  immoral  in  it.-elf, 
and  injurious  to  the  public  credit.  Every  indi- 
vidual was  by  existing  laws  authorized  lo  pay 
his  particular  taxes  in  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Law  said,  his  object  was  not  to  encourage 
speculation,  but  to  enable  the  people  to  pay  their 
taxes  upon  an  equal  footing.  At  present,  if  .several 
persons  having  taxes  lo  pay  can  make  up  the 
precise  amount  they  owe  in  Treasury  notes,  the 
collectors  will  not  receive  them,  alleging  that 
they  are  so  instructed  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Treasury  notes  were  not  now  issued  of 
any  denomination  less  than  twenty  dollars  ;  and 
yet,  if  two  persons  owing  ten  dollars  each,  ten- 
dered such  a  note  in  payment,  the  collector  would 
not  receive  it.  The  consequence  of  which  is, 
that  such  persons  have  lo  procure  specie  to  pay 
their  taxes,  nothing  else  being  receivable.  He 
had,  therefore,  ihouatu  a  would  be  advisable  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  in- 
quire into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bigelow,  of  Massachusetts,  confirmed  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Law,  having  received,  as  he 
said,  several  letters  from  his  district  of  the  same 
import.  He  had  understood  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  complained  that  all  the  taxes 
were  paid  in  Treasury  notes.  He  knew  not  how 
that  could  be,  as  he  knew  that  most  of  the  taxes, 
in  hi?  district  at  least,  were  paid  in  other  money  ; 


unless  that  the  collectors  receive  the  taxes  in 
good  money,  and  instead  of  paying  it  into  the 
Treasury,  make  u.se  of  it  to  buy  in  Treasury 
notes  at  a  discount  lo  pay  into  the  Treasury,  and 
make  a  profit  from  the  difference. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  motion  so  as  to  strike  out  that  part  of  it  au- 
thorizing associations  for  paying  taxes  in  Treas- 
ury notes.  He  staled  his  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
that  the  Treasury  Department  had  il  in  contem- 
plation lo  issue  notes  of  a  smaller  denomination 
than  those  now  in  circulation,  which  would  ob- 
viate altogether  the  difficulty  the  gentleman  de- 
sired 10  remedy. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Potter, 
Baylies,  and  Law. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
solve on  the  table  ;  which  motion  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Eppes,  and  agreed  to.  61  lo  56. 


Monday.  January  9. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  Stales. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  Bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  appoint- 
meni  of  an  additional  Judge  for  ihat  pan  of  the 
Territory  which  lies  east  of  Pearl  river. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire,  if  any,  what,  fur- 
ther provisions,  by  law,  are  expedient  to  be  made 
for  ratifying  the  unconfirmed  claims  to  land  ia 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  to  provide  for 
their  location. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire,  if  any,  what,  al- 
terations or  amendment:)  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forj^yth, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  in- 
structed lo  report  to  this  House  a  bill  to  continue  in 
force  iheact  "declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  passed  on  the 
13th  of  December,  1804,  establi»hing  the  fees  of 
the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports 
of  Savannali  and  St.  Mary's,"  being  a  part  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kilbourn, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  and  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  relating 
lo  the  protection  of  the  Nortiiweslern  frontier, 
and  sundry  memorials  of  the  citizens  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted States  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  upoa 
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same  sutiect.  which  were   presented  to  this 
>u>e  at  the  last  session   and   referred,  be  again 
•rred   to  the  committee  having   that  subject 
ier  considi^ralion. 

Ir.  Ya.ncrv  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
?ph  Perkms;  which  was  read  twice  and  cora- 
F.ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
'he  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
^  bill  "  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
»eg  Slates  lo  accept  the  services  of  volunteers 
*rmp  may  absc^iate  and  organize  themselves,  and 
r.r  r  iheir  services  to  the  Government  of  the 
Ulited  States''  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
f^iiimitiee  on  Military  Affairs. 
'  ^  message  ironi  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
t?i|:  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  authorizing 
t|)|,  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  to  be 
l^u^t,  equippeJ.  and  employed,  one  or  more  Hoat- 
m*  batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the 
Ij^ilied  States;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
red ;-e  of  thiii  House. 

'■  "he  bill  for  the  relief  of  Schultz  and  Vo^eler 
a|o  ,  others,  passed  tnrough  a  Committee  of  the 
"IV  ,ole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
til,'  d  reading." 

J  hf  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle  ;  the  bill 
n)iflhe  relief  of  William  H.  Washington;  and 
th  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Robinson  and 
»rs,  severally  passed  through  Committees  of 
[Whole  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
reading, 
bill  for  quitting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land 


and  equip  a  naval  force,  competent  not  only  to  the 
defence  of  our  extensive  maritime  frontier,  but  also  for 
the  great  annoyance  of  a  foreign  enemy  ;  and  that 
8uch  a  force  is  now  equally  demanded  by  every  sec- 
tion of  our  country,  as  indispensable  for  its  security  ; 
the  committee  have  likewise  deemed  it  unnecesaary 
to  go  into  an  argument  to  show  the  propriety  of  be- 
stowing upon  thi.s  branch  of  our  national  force,  that 
measure  of  increase  and  support  which  its  brilliant  ex- 
ploits on  the  ocean  and  on  the  lakes,  and  iu  efficiency 
in  annoying  the  trade  of  the  enemy,  during  this  war, 
under  all  the  abuses  to  which  it  has  been  exposed] 
have  shown,  should  only  be  limited  by  our  means. 

The  opinion  that  has  existed  from  the  first  establish- 
ment of  this  Department,  and  been  declared  success- 
ively by  almost  every  Secretary,  that  the  duties  incum- 
bent on  them  were  greater  and  more  diversified  than 
the  most  capable  and  laborious  could  discharge,  with 
honor  to  himself  and  justice  to  the  nation,  led  the 
committee  to  an  examination  of  the  system  as  now 
established,  and  the  abuses  that  resulted  from  it.  In 
prosecution  of  this  examination,  especially  on  that 
part  which  applies  to  the  detail  of  service,  they  have 
principally  relied  on  the  information  derived  from  the 
intelligent  and  experienced  officers  of  the  Navy,  whom 
they  have  always  found  ready  and  desirous  of  giving 
all  the  information  in  their  power.  By  the  information 
obtained  from  this  and  other  sources,  the  committee  are 
convinced  that  most,  if  not  all  the  abuses  complained 
of  are  attributable  to  three  distinct  causes  : 

First.  The  excessive  and  laborious  duties  of  the 
Secretary. 

_   _  Second.   The  want  of  sufficient  checks  upon,  and  the 

iA  Sie  Mississippi  tern tory^occu pied  the  remain"    '^"""fluent  irresponsibility  of,  subordinate  agenu. 
*     '     '     •        •  .      .    •-   -        r  I  ^^J^     I  fjg  g,j.g^j  latitude  allowed   commanders  in 


df/  of  the   day 
l«a^e  to  sit  ay;ai 

'  I      THE  .\A 

.  ]4r.  William 
pi)i»,ted  on   the 


of  the   day;  and    the   Committee   obtained 
y;ain  thereon. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT 

Reed,  from  the  committee  ap- 
ppii.teu  on  the  I8th  of  March  last,  to  inquire 
wl.|ther  any,  and.  if  any  what,  means  of  re- 
tietchment  aud  economy,  and  of  reform  in  the 
gfcr^'ral  raanagement,  and  of  extension  and  effi- 
cjefcy  in  the  Naval  Establishment,  may  be  prac- 
Uclble  and  ejipedient.  made  a  detailed  report; 
vjhjch  was  ile»d,  and  »s  as  follows: 

at,  having  considered  the  several  important  sub- 

riferrcd  to  them,  they  do  not  deem  it   useful   to 

bit  to  th<?  House  a  detail  of  the  various  abuses 

have    prevailed   in   the    Naval    Establishment 


.  t 

ewl 

8(1' 
itid 
fojri 


>ljv4>i 
Ji'blr 


I  a  detail,  though  it  might  lead  to  the  detection  of 
idual  delinquents,  would  not  afford  redress  for 
r  abuses  or  prevent  their  repetition  ;  for  it 
us  to  your  committee    that   these   abuses 


was 
were 


ei'  bjr  sanctioned  by  the  forms  of  law,  or,  for  the  want 
o<  1. equate  provisions  and  penalties  in  the  law,  must 
r^.  lui  unpunifhed.  After  having  examined  and 
a^a  ed  themsel^^e8  of  the  labors  of  their  predecessors 
inj  I  lesx  inve.Hii^-ations,  made  under  the  direction  of 
thU  Htvuse,  and;  referred  to  this  committee,  they  have 


altering,  repairing,  and  furnishing  their  ships. 

It  is  presumed  to  be  unnecessary  to  offer  to  the 
House  any  further  evidence  of  this  statement  than  is 
conuined  in  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of 
the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  on  the  16th  November  last: 

"  But  regulations,  however  correct  and  adequate  to 
the  end,  become  nugatory  or  worse,  unless  the  authori- 
ty and  the  memx  are  co-extensive  and  competent  to 
enforce  the  execution  or  punish  the  violation  thereof. 
This  may  account  for  the  non-existence  of  many 
wholesome  reguliitions  in  the  civil  administration  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  imperfect 
execution  of  those  which  exist.  Breaches  of  the  lat- 
ter too  frequently  escape  with  impunity,  from  the 
impossibility  of  the  Head  of  the  Department  taking 
cognizance  of  oil  the  multifarious  concerns  of  the 
establishment." 

Great  and  obvious  as  the  defects  in  this  establish- 
ment are  by  all  confessed  to  be,  the  committee  have 
felt  no  little  anxiity  as  to  the  best  mode  of  correcting 
them.  Desirous  equally  of  avoiding  the  opposite  er- 
rors, of  rashly  chinging  from  one  system  to  another 
without  an  attempt  to  correct  known  abuses,  or  load- 
ing it  with  forraai  but  inefficient  appendages,  which 
more  frequently  encumber  than  relieve,  or  give  energy 
operations  ;  and  concurring  in  the  opinion  ex- 


to  Its 


^     luded  that  (:  is  unnecessary  and  unprofiuble  fur- 

Sfr  ""sa'tis^ctrtl'T/'H^r"'  '"f  '^"'  "  "'"''^^^  ^^'"f'^  ^^  '^'  '"'^  ^""'^^y-  '"  "'^^  report'before  're- 

my  I  satisfactorv  to  the  House,  and  more  promotive  terred   to,  that   a  board,  composed  of  imelligent  and 

of.  tie  object  o/ their  appointment,  to   limit  their  ef-  experienced   officers,  m   aid   S  the   execu ti  e 


foit 
•cfo 


of  this 


hl^']^J'^:^jV'^^''«'']"^^  ^^^^  most  effectually   accomplish  this 

!r^"!.?V.:.  ^"'^^^"f"."  <^<?n>><=t^on  that  the  ex-    object,  and  if  properly  organued,   avoid  the  dange« 

the  most  ,  from  too  great  innovation  on  one  hand  and   ineffici- 
to   create  |  ency  on  the  other,  they  directed  a  copy  of  this  report 


ijflce   of  thii,   war  has  already   satisfied   the  most 
ulous  of  tjie    abdity  of  this   country 

i 
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to  be  forwarded  to  every  captain  in  the  Nstj  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  annexed  circular,  marked  A. 
From  the  answers  thereto,  which  invariably  approve 
the  general  design,  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  pub- 
lish more  than  those  which  contained  particular  obser- 
vations upon  the  plan  submitted.  These  are  annexed, 
numbered  1  to  8. 

From  these  materials,  collected  from  intelligent  and 
practical  sources,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  di- 
gest a  plan  which,  they  unanimously  believe,  if  adopt- 
ed, will  immediately  correct  many  of  the  abuses  com- 
plained of,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  an  improved 
system  for  the  management  of  this  Department.  They, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
two  bUls  accompanying  this  report. 

A. — [Circular.] 

Washinotoji,  Aor.  17,  1814. 

Sib  ;  I  am  directed,  by  the  committee  appointed  un- 
der a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
adopted  on  the  15th  of  March  last,  "  authorizing  and 
directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  and  practica- 
bdity  of  reform  in  the  Naval  Department  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  to  forward  for  your  examination  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States"  of  the  18th,  communicating  his  views 
and  plans  for  effecting  this  object ;  and  to  request  you 
to  favor  the  committee  with  your  opinion  of  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  Secretary,  and  to  suggest  such  addi- 
tions and  alterations  as  shall  appear  to  you  necessary 
for  attaining  this  desirable  object. 

With  respect  I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant. 

No.  1. 
Observatiofu,  submitted  to  the  Naval  Committee,  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  dated  the  1 5th  November, 
1814,  relative  to  the  better  organization  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States. 

I  should,  for  the  reasons  which  follow,  recommend 
three  instead  of  five  Navy  inspectors;  that  they  be 
taken  from  the  captains  in  the  Navy  ;  and  that  the 
officer  of  the  oldest  date  of  commission  should  preside. 
Ist.  I  believe  that  three  inspectors  are  adequate  to  the 
performance  of  the  duties  contemplated,  and  this  num- 
ber will  be  sufficient  to  form  a  quorum.  If  it  should 
be  said,  that,  by  confining  the  board  to  the  number  of 
three,  it  might  be  rendered  incompetent  by  the  death 
or  disability  of  a  member,  it  may  be  replied,  that,  while 
the  President  has  the  power  of  supplying  the  deficiency 
from  the  captains  in  the  Navy,  this  objection  can  have 
no  force.  2d.  I  recommend  the  appointment  of  Navy 
officers  in  preference  to  gentlemen  out  of  the  Navy, 
who  may  be  skilled  in  naval  affairs,  because,  in  a  science 
in  which,  of  all  others,  experience  has  aet  theory  at  de- 
fiance, practical  men  only  should  be  allowed  to  act ; 
and  I  firmly  believe  the  officer*^  of  the  Navy,  after 
many  years  of  experience  in  the  naval  service  and  of 
constant  reflection  on  the  subject,  are  better  qualified 
to  execute  the  duties  required  than  any  other  charac- 
ters. 3d.  The  officer  whose  commission  is  of  the  old- 
est date  should  preside,  because,  by  such  an  arrange- 
ment, no  offence  could  lie  given  to  individual  feeling, 
and  that  union  and  harmony  would  be  preserved  which 
are  so  necessary  to  insure  a  co-operation  of  mind  and 
action. 

2d.  I  should  recommend  the  following  alteration  in 
the  fourth  section  :    Instead  of  the   Secretary   of  the 


Navy  preparing  the  rales  and  refnlatkMs  for  eondact- 

ing  the  business  of  the  naval  constructor's  department, 
that  that  duty  be  assigned  to  the  board  of  inspectors, 
who  would  always  be  professional  men,  and  thereby 
judges  of  the  matter.  And  it  might  happen  that  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Navy  would  not  be  a  nautical  char- 
acter. 

3d.  The  respective  duties,  designated  in  five  classes, 
it  appears  to  me  would  be  much  better  conducted  un- 
der the  general  direction  of  the  board  than  could  be 
done  under  the  separate  direction  of  the  respective 
members,  inasmuch  as  the  greater  part  of  the  duties 
deuiled  therein  are  specified  in  the  general  duties  of 
the  board,  and  the  whole  are  placed  under  its  control  ; 
and  more  especially  as  a  considerable  part  would  re- 
quire, for  the  public  interest,  the  united  talenU  of  the 
board.  And  should  it  be  found,  from  experience, 
which  is  the  only  test,  that  a  select  distribution  of  du- 
ties ought  to  be  made  among  the  members  of  the  board, 
with  due  deference  I  suggest  ihat  the  board  would 
be  enabled,  from  actual  experiment,  to  recommend  the 
best  classification  of  duties  for  such  inspector.  A 
system  so  complicated  and  extensive  as  a  perfect  or- 
ganization of  the  civil  department  of  the  navy  cannot 
be  expected,  even  under  the  direction  of  the  best 
Ulents,  to  be  the  work  of  a  day.  But  the  want  of 
some  uniform  system  in  the  Naval  Department  of  our 
country  has  evidently  manifested  itself;  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  general  principles  for  such  a  system,  as 
recommended  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  doubt  not  would  be  attended  with  the  most  favor- 
able result. 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 


No.  2. 
UsiTiD  States'  Feioate  Cosstitutioji, 

Boston  Harbor,  November  26,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  honor  of  your  circular  letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  honorable  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  relating  to  the  organization  of  the  Navy 
Department.  You  express  a  desire  that  the  commit- 
tee may  be  possessed  of  my  opinion  of  the  plan  pro- 
posed, and  that  I  should  suggest  such  additions  and 
alterations  as  may  appear  to  me  necessary  for  attain- 
ing so  desirable  an  object. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  and  is  my  opinion,  that  the 
plan  profwsed  by  the  report  wUI  contribute  towards  the 
desired  end,  but  I  do  not  think  it  calculated  to  obtain 
the  whole  object  proposed  by  Congress.  Viewing  it 
as  an  auxiliary  to  the  Navy  Department,  it  will  un- 
questionably facilitate  the  operations  and  relieve  the 
officers  of  that  Department  from  much  of  the  detail 
duties,  which  all  must  be  aware  are  too  extensive  and 
diversified  for  any  one  person  to  discharge  with  neces- 
sary and  due  attention.  We  must  also  be  aware  how 
difficult  it  is  to  change  a  system  once  begun,  and 
whose  basis  is  not  established  on  the  best  foundation, 
though  it  should  afterwards  be  found  inadequate  to 
the  object. 

If  we  compare  this  new  and  young  nation,  rising  in 
the  Western  hemisphere,  and  progressing  towards  a 
zenith  of  greatness  which  may  cast  a  shade  over  some 
of  the  oldest  and  most  enlightened  nations  of  the  East- 
ern, to  a  young  man  commencing  life,  with  the  expe- 
rience of  his  predecessors,  whereby  to  regulate  his 
conduct  and  economy,  would  not  his  error  strike  us 
forcibly,  on  observing  him  erecting  temporary  struc- 
ture after  structure,  instead  of  raising  on  solid  founda- 
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pns  the  ground  work  of  hia  future  comfort  and  pros- 
3nty,  whicl|  would  bid  defiance  to  time,  and  could 
tily  be  8hat;en  by  the  general  wreck  of  things  ?  Pre- 
suming tho  t'egislature  wish  to  establish  the  marine  of 
;  #|ja  counlfy^on  the  best  possible  foundation,  and  cal- 
I  -wlated  to  b«i  conducted  wjth  the  greatest  economy  in 
"^1  It*  various  branches,  I  do  apprehend  the  plan  sub- 
litted  will  npt  be  found  to  etTect  that  object,  and  will 
(11  far  short  of  the  end  contemplated. 
:  ()f  the  Cr«  section,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  re- 
mark, that  it'would  be  injudicious  to  destroy  the  de- 
fftment,  but  highly  essential  to  reorganize  it. 
The  secoijdfisection  provides  five  inspectors  of  the  Navy, 
'  form  a  *irt  of  navy  board,  which  will  contribute  no 


agined  deficiency  of  seamen.  During  part  of  our  w»r 
with  Tripoli,  the  crews  were  enlisted  only  for  one 
year  ;  the  consequence  was,  that  a  ship  could  scarcely 
arrive  at  her  station,  and  have  time  to  organize  her 
crew,  before  she  was  obliged  to  return  and  discharge 
them.  The  term  of  enlistment  now  is  two  years;  but 
such  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  men,  for  the  small  pay 
and  bounty  allowed,  compared  with  what  they  can  get 
in  other  service,  and  the  ship  is  so  long  delayed  in  pro- 
curing her  complement,  that  the  times  of  one  half  expire 
before  the  crew  is  completed.  The  inducements  given 
to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  Army  being  much  greater  than 
that  of  the  Navy,  many  seamen  have  joined  it ;  some, 
from  necessity,  have  gone  into  foreign  service,  and  are 


rther   tham  to  relieve  the  department  from  some  of    fvcn  navigating  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  ;  many 
;e  detail  scriice,  and  sharing  with  it  certain  portions  j  are    in   the   private  armed  ships  and  privateers,  owing 


<^  the  respofisibility.  The  principal  objection  to  a 
.Ward  of  in!)p(.-ctor8  constituted  as  I  apprehend,  arises 

imm  Its  not  Combining  the  variety  and  necessary  prac- 
.  tff  al   knowledge  and  information  among  its  members 

rlquisite  ou  ^any  important  subjects  that  will  come 

lAfore  then;.  , 

;  I  The  assignjing  to  individuals  of  the  board  of  inspec- 

tlrs  (as  contemplated   by  the  third  section)  distinct 

cXnirol  over,  and  responsibility  for,  specific  portions  of 

tCi;  service,  c^n  and  will  answer  no  purpose  whatever, 

yVhe  proviwons  of  the  fourth  section  will  be  highly 

(.Wntial  at  ail  evenUt. 

■  jSection    thf    fifth  may  or  may  not  be  requisite;  in 

t|p  latter  cas«,  the  office  could  at  any  time  be  created. 

•  Sections  sii  and  seven  will  only  be  requisite  if  the 

pfan  is  adopted. 

f  Aj  the  prif^ipal  features  in  the  plan  of  the  bill  pro- 


to  the  exclusive  advantages  given  them  over  the  Navy. 
By  this    means   the  glory  and  maritime  reputation  of 
the  nation  is  made  to  yield  to  the  inglorious  warfare 
of  plunder,  which  deeply  affects  some  individuals  of 
the  enemy,  but  makes  only  a  small  impression  on  the 
nation  at  large  ;  some  are  locked  up  in  the  prisons  of 
our  foe,  who  is  aware  of  the  short  period  of  their  enlist- 
ment, and   is  wary  enough  to   deUin  them  from  ex- 
change  until  their  term  of  service  expires,  when  our 
Government   can    no  longer  command  their  services. 
The  frequency  of  changing  men  from  the  ship  they 
select  to  cruise  in,  to  another,  or  into  different  service, 
I  such  as  the  lakes  and  flotilla,  contributes  much  to  im- 
i  pede  the  recruiting  service.     When  the  above  causes 
!  are  considered,  it  is  only  wonderful  that  any  men  can 
]  be  procured  for  our  ships  of  war.     The  registering  and 
classing  of  the  seamen  of  the  United  Stales  would  pro- 


inspectors,;  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  remark,  in 
jport  oi  my,  objection  above,  that  the  duties  dontcm- 
ited  to  be  |issigncd  to  this  board  would  require,  at 
Ut,  one  m'jmber  in  it  conversant  with  each  of  the 
porUnt  hrajnches  of  the  establishment.  The  draw- 
^iiiJ  up  all  thrt  rules  and  regulations  for  each  branch  of 
jty  service ;  tiie  examination  of  all  the  officers  below 
'^-  rank  of  masters  commandant  for  appointmenbi  or 
•p^jmotion  ;  t^e  adopting  models,  for  vessels  of  war  to 
ib^  created  frjjm ;  the  planning  and  arranging  their 
'iisiernal  apartjnenU ;  the  external  equipment  and  arma- 
fniint ;  the  ari^inging  the  proper  stores  for  a  given  lime 
Jft*  each  department;  the  regulating  dock  yards,  navy 
i '^  "*'  '^'^""*^n*='«  ^'^•'  demand  the  combined  talents 
%4tl  protessiofial  experience  of  men  conversant  with 
il^-  different  professions.  By  referring  to  my  letter  of 
20th  of  January,  1813,  to  the  honorable  Langdon 
?eves,  you  will  observe  by  the  plan  of  a  board  there 
'^t^posed  that!  I  had  those  objecU  in  view,  and  there- 
Jfoje  constitutrjd  it  of  such  characters  and  professions 
»i|^are  essential  to  give  every  subject  submitted  to  them 


pipe'l  are  contained  in  the  section  providing  the  board  |  '^^^^   much   good,   but  the   compulsory    command  of 

their  services  would  produce  much  evil,  and  should 
only  be  resorted  to  in  the  most  extreme  necessity. 
None  will  serve  so  well  as  those  who  serve  voluntarily. 
To  this  account  may  be  placed  much  of  our  superiority 
over  the  British,  which  has  hitherto  baffled  all  their 
boasted  advantages  of  experience,  skill,  and  long 
practice. 

With  respect  to  a  naval  academy,  the  best  school 
for  the  instruction  of  youth  in  the  profession  is  the 
deck  of  a  ship,  presuming  that  none  would  be  offered 
or  received  into  the  service  as  midshipmen  whose  edu- 
cation bad  not  been  such  as  to  fit  them  for  officers,  and 
calculated  for  gentlemen.  To  derive  advantage  from 
expenditure,  and  induce  that  corps  of  officers  to  pursue 
their  profession,  in  time  of  peace,  through  private  ser- 
vice, I  would  allow  no  half  pay  to  midshipmen,  except 
for  such  term  as  they  can  produce  a  journal  of  their 
voyages,  and  certificate*  of  the  master  or  owner  of  the 
vessel,  countersigned  by  the  collector  of  the  port.  By 
thia  means  many  will  be  induced  to  pursue  that  call- 
ing to  acquire  the  essential  knowledge  of  seamanship, 

I  .1,., .; c  \:cr ^  .  ■'^ 


;a4jnt,and  foriii  a  subject  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
5u»uon.  '  ^ 

J  With   resp<)ct  to  the  flotilla,  it  ought  either  to  form  I  wbich  would  be  essential  to  tliem  as  offic 


r 


dirand  pro^'ssional  examination.     The  above  duties  ;  'he  properties  of  different  species  of  vessels,  an  acquaint 
nirise  ahn^st  the  whole  economy  of  the  establish-     *""  *"*!  familiarity  with  coasts,  countries,  and  na- 
tion" ;  a  knowledge   of  their  marine,  commerce,  and 
fortresses;  the  genius  of  the  people,  and  their  language; 
which  would  be  essential  to  tliem  as  officers,  and  im- 
portant to  the  nation.     It  would  enable  them  to  form 
I  a  true  estimate  of  the  requisite  force  for  the  attack  of 
j  any  point,  place,  or  object,  and  the  seasons  best  calcu- 
I  lated   for  expeditions   and  enterprises,  with  the  least 
hazard  to  themselves,  when  they  should  be  called  to 
execute  the  object,  or  plant  the  standard  of  our  L'nion 
over  the  humbled  foe. 

The  love  of  country  and  patriotism  of  the  seamen 
of  the  United  States  stand  muivalied,  or  only  equalled 


j6  |)art  of  the  jnavy,  and  be  subject  to  its  rules,  regula- 
f^ijna.  and  economy,  and  be  under  the  superintendence 

i^tU  control  ^nerally  of  the  Navy  Department  and 
^*f  vy  Board,  ^r  else  be  entirely  separated  therefrom, 
^pe  great  *>urce  of  expenditure  and  inconvenience 
|t&t^t.c  navaJ  service  anses  from  the  short  enlistment  of 
Oijr  seamen,  c'/dinary  seamen,  and  boys,  and  the  prin- 
ciial  cause  wjuch  would  defeat  any  particular  object 
pif  expedition 'of  our  marine,  more  so  than  any  un- 
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by  their  intrepidity  and  perseverance  in   commercial 
pursuita,   and   their  valor  in    naval    combat.      We  see 
them   encountering    all    the    horrors   of  the    enemy's  { 
prisons,  the   privation  of  hberty  and  comfortable  sup-  j 
port,    in    preference    to    bearing    arms    against    their  | 
country  :   impressed  (during  a  state  of  peace  with  us)  | 
on  board  the  British  ships  of  war,  and,  by  oppression, 
compelled  to   serve  them  against  other  enemies,  they 
submitted  with  patience  to  their  misfortune  ;  but,  when 
they  heard  of  the  war  with  their  own  country,  no  in- 
ducement or  force  could  prevail  on  them  to  take  arms 
against  her.     Sir,  the  Navy  looks  up  to  the  Govern- 
ment, with   confidence,  for  its  fostering  care,  and  the 
nation   trusts  that  they  will  place  this  important  and 
essential    national    force   on    a   systematic   and  solid 
foundation,   that  it  may  progress  to  maturity  by  gra- 
dual  and  regular    augmentation.     Although    it   may  \ 
present  to  the  enemies  of  our  country  a  front  too  form- 
idable for  them  to  penetrate,  it  never  can  be  rendered 
a  machine  to  menace  the  Constitution  or  liberties  of 
our  country;  it  will  at  all  times  strengthen  the  arm  of 
Government,   bind  the    Union    together,    protect   our 
coast  and   harbors  from  blockade,  menace,  or  insult, 
our  commerce  from  plunder,  and  our  citizens  from  the 
slavery  and  dungeons  of  Barbary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  STEWART. 


No.  3. 
Natt  Yard,  Pohtsmouth,  Nor.  30,  1814. 

Sir;  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  covering  a  letter  from  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  dated  the  I7th  instant,  communicating  his 
views  and  plan  of  effecting  a  reform  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Naval  Department,  and  requesting  ray 
opinion  thereon. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  examined 
the  letter,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  plans,  generally, 
profKMed  by  the  honorable  Secretary,  are  such  as 
would,  if  carried  into  effect,  go  far  towards  effecting 
the  object  so  much  wished  lor,  particularly  as  it  re- 
spects the  establishment  of  a  Navy  Board.  It  would 
be  presumption  in  me  to  propose  additions  or  altera- 
tions of  a  plan  proposed  by  the  honorable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  with  the  knowledge  he  has  of  naval 
affairs,  and  the  means  be  possesses  of  getting  at  the 
transactions  of  every  branch  of  the  establishment ;  I 
can,  therefore,  only  say,  in  general  terms,  that  I  think 
the  changes  in  the  Navy  Establishment,  proposed  by 
him,  are  such  as  will  remedy  many  of  the  evils  that 
now  exist.  If,  however,  it  is  not  thought  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  the  proposed  changes  immediately, 
(and  It  would  not  be  thought  presumption  in  nie,)  I 
beg  leave  to  suggest  the  idea  of  appointing,  this  ses- 
sion, the  gentlemen  that  are  to  comj>ose  the  Navy 
Board,  and  let  them  enter  immediately  on  the  duties 
of  that  othce.  They,  together  with  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  would,  before  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress,  be  able  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  com- 
plete system  for  the  reform  of  the  establishment,  found- 
ed on  observation  and  facts  taken  from  those  gentle- 
men collectively,  that  may  not  be  known  or  inquired 
into  as  individuals.  If  I  dare  give  an  opinion,  these 
would  be  my  sentiments.  The  board  would  have  time 
to  examine  particularly  into  the  establishment  as  it 
now  is.  They  would  be  able,  some  of  them,  to  visit 
the  different  naval  establishments,  and  inform  them- 


selves of  what  improTements  are  necesnary,  and  how 

far  it  will  be  expedient  to  occupy  all  the  navy  yards 
we  now  have,  or.  rather,  whether  it  will  not  be  ad- 
visable to  fix  on  some  two  or  three  estaMishmenU,  a* 
being  imporUnt  ones,  and  only  improve  the  others  for 
temporary  purposes,  such  as  repairing  ships,  or  giving 
them  an  outfit  when  they  fall  in,  and  cannot,  without 
risk,  get  to  the  larger  establishment.  In  short,  a  board 
appointed  immediately,  and  commencing  on  the  duty 
of  the  office,  would,  in  my  opinion,  as  I  have  before 
stated,  lay  before  the  Government  a  system,  with 
such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better  government 
of  our  establishment,  as  cannot  fail  to  meet  their  ap- 
probation, and,  I  am  sure,  such  as  will  save  miilioos 
to  the  nation,  if  we  are  to  have  a  navj  of  any  mag- 
nitude. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 
Hon.  WiLLiAK  Rkeii, 

Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

No.  4. 
Niw  YoBK,  December  1,  1814. 

Sib:  Circumstances  have  prevented  me  from  reply- 
ing, until  now,  to  your  letter  accompanying  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  subject  of  a  new 
organization  of  that  department  The  objecU  of  re- 
form contemplated  in  that  repwrt  being  those  on  which 
I  had  heretofore  communicated  my  ideas,  I  shall  merely 
remark,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  upon  the 
only  subject  which  remains,  namely,  th<'  organization 
of  one  board  of  inspectors,  as  recommended  by  the 
Secretary. 

It  appears  to  be  the  intention  of  thiit  officer,  that 
the  board  is  to  be  so  constituted  as  simply  to  exercise 
such  powers  as  may  be  delegated  to  them  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  and  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  is  not  to  be  located  at 
the  seat  of  Government. 

.After  having  maturely  considered  the  subject  in 
every  point  of  view  that  presented  itself  to  my  mind, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  object  contemplated  would 
be  attained  much  more  effectually,  by  so  constituting 
this  board,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  be 
its  presiding  officer,  and  the  members  his  counsellors, 
with  whom  hr  might  and  would  be  expected  to  con- 
sult, in  all  those  affairs  which  they  would  be  supposed, 
from  their  professional  experience,  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted with  than  himself:  I  say  better  acquainted, 
because  it  is  presumed  that  the  Secretary  will  not, 
generally,  be  a  person  thoroughly  versed  in  the  detailia 
of  the  service.  The  members  of  the  board  thus  con- 
stituted, might,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  counsellors, 
exercise  the  respective  powers  contemplated  in  the  re- 
port, aud  as  effectually  execute  the  duties  of  inspectors 
and  comptrollers  of  abuses  as  if  they  formed  a  separate 
and  distinct  establuhment,  placed  in  a  central  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  having  their  separate  districts 
particularly  defined. 

By  this  arrangement,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
might,  at  all  times,  and  at  the  instant,  have  the  advice 
of  one  or  more  competent  officers,  responsible  for  their 
counsel  and  conduct,  and  with  whom  he  could  at  all 
times  consult,  without  incurring  the  delay  which 
would  result  from  placing  the  board  at  a  distance  from 
its  head.  There  is  always  an  advantage  in  hearing 
and  comparing  the  different  opinions  of  experienced 
men  on  every  subject.     Letters  must,  of  necessity,  be 
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Jess  particiiiar  and  explanatory  than  verbal  communi- 
:-*tions,  an<}  it  Ih  much  more  easy  to  come  at  the 
ii?hole  truth  by  the  latter  medium. 
*  In  short,  ^ir,  I  can  conceive  no  advantages  that  can 
esult  from^  placing  this  board  in  a  central  situation, 
hat  will  counterbalance  the  probable  disadvantages  of 
he  arranpetnent  contemplated  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
etary.  Onti  principal  object  of  this  arrangement  ap» 
ars  to  me;  ought  to  be  to  bring  into  the  Department 
e  eiperier^-e  and  activity  of  a  number  of  professional 
,ien,  who  8l|ould  be  at  all  times  ready  on  the  spot,  to 
^rnish  either  Congress  or  the  Secretary  with  such  in- 
Fijrmition  a^  either  might  call  for,  and  which  their  pro- 
C*S8ional  eiijerience  enable  them  to  communicate. 
t  The  boar(J,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hecretary  of 
^e  Navy,  sjioulti  consist  of  naval  otFicers  exclusively, 
Li  a  grade  njit  inferior  to  Post  Captains,  and  composed 
m  not  more"  than  three  in  number,  as  that  would,  I 
^ink,  be  fu.ly  compt-tent  to  the  discharge  of  all  the 
#uties  requi^d.  A  greater  number  might  tend  rather 
k  embarras^i  and  retard,  and  would  take  from  the  navy 
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some   occasions,  could   not  be  spared 

om  the  service ;  these  officers  to  be  selected  by  the 

resident  of  the   United   States,  and   changed  as  he 

ould  tind  )t  expedient     The  accountant  and  clerks 

the  NaVy.  Department  to  remain,  as  heretofore,  un- 

r  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  should  be  the  only 

•buraing  (officer  of  the  board  ;  the  g^cat  duty  of  this 

iard  to  cor^ist  in  forming,  arranging,  and  bringing 

*ito  operation,  a  system  of  order  and  economy  for  the 

li'avy,  whicl|  would  remedy  the  defects  and  abuses  now 

;tifiting  in  that   Department.     A   board   thus  consti- 

uted  would,  I  feel  satisfied,  reduce  the  expenses  of  the 

*  tablishment  at  least  one-fourth. 

I  am,rwith  much  respect,  sir,  &c. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 
The  abort;  accords  entirely  with  our  opinion. 
,  O.  H.  PERRY, 

f  i  D.  PORTER. 

I  :  J  L.  WARRINGTON. 

"  i  »  No.  5. 

\  Navt  Yard,  Brookltiv,  Dec.  6,  1814. 
Sie:  la  v.ompliance  with  the  request  of  the  com- 
Ittee  appoijited  by  the  House  of  RepresenUtivea  to 
quire  •'  in^o  the  expediency  and  practicability  of  re- 
rm  in  the  management  of  the  Navy  Department  of 
le  United  iylates,"  I  have  examined  attentively  the 
Iter  from  ifce  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  you  did 
e  the  hcinyr  to  transmit  me  ;  and  my  sentimenu  on 
e  subjects 'it  embraces,  with  such  remarks  as  appear 

me  of  -jfcight,  and  applicable  to  those  subjects,  are 
spectfully  Kubmitted. 

In  examitiing  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  I 
a  at  a  loss  to  discover  clearly  his  views  of  the  duties 
id  powers  that  are  to  remain  with  the  Secretary  of 
e  Navy,  a^ter  the  board  he  has  recommended  is  in 
II  operatic^.  I  assume  it  is  admitted  that  the  duties 
id  powers  t>(  that  office  are  loosely  defined  now,  and 
consider  it  very  important,  if  the  office  is  continued 
ith  a  board,  that  the   extent  of  its  operations  should 

clearly  marked  ;  if  this  is  done,  I  believe  the  officer 
Iding  rau<f  possess  but  a  small  share  of  power,  and 
.s  duties  b«^  very  limited,  or  he  must  combine  in  him- 
If  the  authority  to  direct  and  control  the  board  in  all 
ses.  : 

It  will  be^  considered  scarrely  worth  while.  I  pre- 
-ime.  to  rctiin  it  for  unimportant  purposes ;  but  if  it 

clothed  wUh  the  extensive  powers  alluded  to,  it  ap- 


J 
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pears  to  me  that  ill  consequences  rnay  easily  aria«  from 
it,  because  the  judgment  of  an  individual,  who  it  doea 
not  appear  must  necessarily  be  conversant  with  naval 
affiiirs,  may,  and  might,  frequently,  be  placed  in  com- 
petition with  that  of  a  board  of  live,  who  are  selected 
expressly  for  their  knowledge  in  those  matters,  and 
with  power  to  reject,  modify,  or  render  useless  their 
most  important  decisions.  This  power,  I  am  persuad- 
ed, should  l>e  held  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
alone. 

It  is  true,  I  believe,  that  with  special  and  limited  au- 
thority vested  by  an  act  of  Congress,  which  would 
clearly  define  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  office,  some 
benefit  might  be  derived  from  it.  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  Navy  should  be  represented  in  the 
Cabinet,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  and  the  office 
would  most  probably  be  of  advantage  for  that  purpose; 
but  then,  if  there  is  a  board  created  as  reirommended, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should 
be  more  the  advocate  of  that  board  than  the  controller 
of  it;  he  might  also  be  serviceable  as  the  organ  of 
communication  between  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  board,  and  between  the  latter  and  Con- 
gress, but  there  I  think  his  labors  should  cease. 

He  should  have  no  absolute  control,  over  either  the 
civil  or  military  department  of  the  esUbliahment.  In 
the  light,  therefore,  in  which  I  view  the  subject,  it  is  man- 
ifest to  me  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  of- 
fice, limited  as  above  stated,  would  be  of  little  impor- 
tance, and  could  all  be  executed  with  equal  advantage 
if  it  had  no  existence  ;  but  if  it  is  to  exist,  with  all  the 
qualities  of  a  directing  and  controlling  power,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  service  would  be  much  benefitted  by 
the  alteration  of  the  second  section  proposed,  so  as  to 
constitute  a  board  of  three,  to  be  selected  from  the  Cap- 
tains of  the  Navy,  and  located  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment. These  would,  most  probably,  be  competent  to 
the  discharge  of  all  the  duties  that  would  devolve  on  a 
board  of  this  nature,  under  any  circumstances  that 
could  arise,  until  our  navy  is  considerably  increased, 
when,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  the  number  of  members 
could  be  increased  from  the  same  materials. 

I  am  averse  to  the  introduction  of  gentlemen  into  a 
board  of  this  description,  that  have  lived  principally  in 
the  merchanu'  service,  who,  however  well  they  might 
be  skilled  in  the  duties  devolving  on  mariners  in  gen- 
eral, cannot,  I  conceive,  without  distending  the  imagi- 
nation, be  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  ramiili- 
cations  of  a  naval  service,  and  who  would,  most  prob- 
ably, from  these  circumstances,  rather  retard  and  em- 
barrass than  be  of  advantage  to  it.  If  it  is  considered 
necessary  to  introduce  other  than  naval  officers  in  this 
board,  I  would  greatly  prefer  their  being  selected  from 
other  classes  of  citizens,  possessing  sound  judgment 
and  extensive  information,  without  regard  to  maritime 
qualifications.  There  are  duties,  perhaps,  that  would 
be  allotted  to  a  board  of  this  nature,  which  gentlemen 
possessing  those  qualities  could  execute  with  advan- 
tage. 

On  the  proposition  to  authorize  the  President  to  ap- 
point a  naval  constructor,  with  assistants,  I  will  only 
trouble  the  committee  by  observing,  that  an  able  naval 
architect  could,  I  believe,  be  employed  to  advantage  in 
the  Department ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  more  im- 
porUnce  is  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  office  than  is 
necessary  or  advisable,  and  this  officer  should  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  board. 

The  appointment  of  a  paymaster,  as  proposed,  would 
not,  as  far  as  I  am  enabled  to  judge,  be  attended  with 
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advantage  to  the  service.  It  appears  to  me  that  a  well 
regulated  system  to  govern  the  pursers,  which  it  should 
be  the  duties  of  the  board  to  prescribe,  and  the  account- 
ant's office  as  it  now  exists,  is  all  that  is  necessary  on 
this  subject. 

The  establishment  of  a  naval  academy,  as  recom- 
mended, would  unquestionably  be  productive  of  great 
advantage  to  the  service.  A  well  regulated  establish- 
ment of  this  nature  I  consider  to  be  much  wanted. 

These  comprise  all  the  objecljs  that  the  Secretary 
deems  it  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  provide.  I 
am  of  opinion,  however,  that  there  would  be  advantages 
obtained  by  extending  the  law  so  as  to  define,  as  clearly 
as  possible,  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  board,  and  to 
designate  the  boundaries  of  the  naval  districts. 

All  the  regulations  recommended  I  believe  to  be  ne- 
cessary, and  much  wanted,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  appointment  of  pursers  had  better  be  limited  by 
law,  and  the  distribution  ot  the  duties  of  the  board 
would,  most  probably,  be  made  with  more  advantage 
by  the  members  of  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  duties 
and  powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  they  now 
exist,  and  all  the  duties  and  powers  that  it  is  necessary 
should  be  invested  in  a  Navy  Department,  would  be 
most  advantageously  settled  in  a  board,  to  consist  of 
five  members  and  a  secretary  ;  one  to  be  selected  by 
the  President,  for  his  abilities  as  a  statesman,  who 
should  preside  at  the  board,  and  the  remaining  four  to 
be  selected  by  the  same  authority  from  the  officers  of 
the  Navy.  This  plan  would,  I  believe,  combine  all 
the  qualities  that  are  wanting  to  compose  a  Navy  De- 
partment, fundamenUlly  efficient  for  the  administra- 
tion of  a  permanent  and  extensive  naval  establishment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

SAMUEL  EVANS. 

Hon.  William  Reed, 

Chairman^  Naval  Commiitet, 


tended  with  many  advanUges.     That  of  paymaster,  I 
should  think  unnecessary  at  present 

Anxious  for  the  establishment  of  a  board,  composed 
of  men  whose  vigilance  and  professional  talenU  would 
enable  them  to  discover  and  correct  abuses ;  to  furnish 
all  the  information  which  might  be  required  upon  naval 
affairs ;  and  to  superintend  the  general  police,  and  all 
those  details  of  service  which  have  hitherto  necessa- 
rily interfered  with  the  more  imporUnt  duties  of  the 
Secretarj-,  I  am  particularly  gratified  that  it  has  been 
officially  recommended,  at  a  lime  when  the  Legislature 
are  endeavoring  to  discover  and  reform  the  existing 
abuses  of  the  naval  esUblishment  The  advantages 
which  will  naturally  result  from  it  appear  loo  obvious 
to  require  enumeration  ;  but  not  the  least  important 
would  be  the  information  they  could  soon  furnish  the 
honorable  committee  of  naval  reform,  upon  the  differ- 
ent subjects  of  their  present  inquiries. 

With  sincere  respect,  I  have  the  honor,  &.c. 

C.  MORRIS. 
Hon.  William  Reed, 

Chairman,  Com.  of  Aara/  Reform,  Waahington. 

No.  7. 

Fbioate  U.f  ited  States,  Dec.  9,  1814. 
Sir:  A  few  days  since  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  circular  of  the  17th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  report  rela- 
tive to  the  better  organization  of  the  Department  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

From  long  experience,  and  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends  of  naval  transactions,  and  to  naval  regulations, 
it  has  been  but  too  obvious  that  many  imperfections 
have  existed  in  the  civil  administration  of  our  estab- 
lishment, snd  that  the  only  and  best  method  that  can 
be  devised  to  remove  the  evil,  will  be  to  select  by  law, 
a  naval  board,  to  consist  of  three  Post  Captains,  (or  of 
a  higher  grade,  if  there  should  be  such,)  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  where  it  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary, in  joint  council  to  be  the  presiding  officer. 
This  board  of  inspection,  if  well  selected,  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  will  be  enabled  to  give  to  our  establish- 
ment a  tone  satisfactory  in  effect,  and  salutary  in  its 
operation.  It  will  be  to  our  navy  its  sheet  anchor  ;  all 
points  of  duty  will  be  equally  made  exphcit  by  its  sal- 
utary and  well-defined  regulations,  and  all  untoward 
and  unnecessary  expenses,  which  have  but  too  long 
continued  to  exist  in  our  establishment,  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  brought  to  a  final  determination.  When 
that  object  be  obtained,  the  navy  cannot  do  otherwise 

.  ^ ,  ,^  T    .      ■  .    .  I  ^^""   progress,  under   the  fostering  care  which,  it  is 

creased  expense  to  the  country.  I  should,  however,  |  hoped,  the  Executive  of  the  country  will  feel  disposed 
suppose  three  persons  sufficient,  at  this  time,  for  the  to  appreciate  agreeably  to  its  consequences, 
performance  of  all  the  duties  of  such  a  board.  lean- 
not  but  think  that  part  of  the  plan,  authorizing  the 
President  to  appoint  the  presiding  officer,  as  unneces- 
sary, or  improper,  since  no  other  rule  ef  precedence  can 
be  established  among  officers  than  that  of  rank.  I 
should  also  presume,  that  the  naval  officers  possess  that 
information  on  general  naval  subjecU,  and  the  partic- 
ular details  of  service,  which  render  them  more  pecu- 


No.  6. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Dec.  9,  1814. 

Sir:  Your  circular  of  November  17th,  covering  a 
letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  few 
days  since. 

The  appointment  of  a  board  for  the  assisUnce  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  long  been  advocated  by  the 
different  commanders  in  service,  upon  the  presumption 
that,  with  their  advice  and  assistance,  the  naval  force 
might  be  rendered  much  more  efficient  without  an  in- 


Hon. 


Sib: 


agreeably  lo  its  conseqi 
I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  iLC. 

JOHN  SHAW. 
William  Reid. 

No.  8. 
Navi  Yard,  WASHi.fBToir,  Dec.  10,  1814. 
I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the 


liarly  qualified  for  the  duties  of  this  board  than  persons     26th  ultimo,  as  Chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  House 
whose  attention  has  been  generally  devoted  to  other  '  of  Representatives,  for  "  inquiring  into  the  expediency 


subjects 

The  different  duties  assigned  to  the  particular  mem- 
bers of  the  board,  as  classed  by  the  Secretary,  I  should 
presume  might  be  more  advantageously  dislribuled  by 
the  advice  of  the  board  itself,  after  iu  organization. 
The  appointment  of  a  naval  constructor  would  be  at- 
13th  Con.  3d  Sh>s.— 34 


and  practicability  of  a  reform  in  the  Naval  Department 
of  the  United  Stales;  transmitting  therewith  a  letter 
from  the  late  '•  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  15th  Novem- 
ber, to  the  Senate,  communicating  bis  views  and  plans 
for  effecting  this  object,"  and  requesting  my  opinion, 
&c.,  of  the  plan  proposed. 
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"I  I  h»Te  peiuKd  with  attention  the  said  "  report"  to  '  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv."  dcr.  Now  the  trans- 
^e  Senatf,  and  now  proceed  to  give  you  my  opinion  miMion  of  such  "  abstracta/'  monthly,  would  nccesai- 
jn  the  aevei^l  parts  thereof,  as  the  nature  of  the  sub-  tate  an  almost  perpetual  session  of  the  board  and  per- 
f,ct  appear8|to  me  u>  require.  haps  such  continued  sitting  of  a  quorum  thereof  murhl 

ft  It  has  bee^  long  evident  to  every  experienced  officer  be  found  imperative,  especially  in  time  of  war-  but 
fj  our  nary;  and  experience  has  made  it  known  to  the  otherwise,  it  is  respectfully  conceived  that,  after  the' 
Ijmmunity  .it  large,  that  no  one  man,  (whatever  his  ,  first  complete  organization  of  the  board,  once  in  two 
fiti'Ilectual  ^wwers  and  endowments  may  be)  is  fully  or  three  months  will  be  sufficient  for  general  stated 
fcmpetent  tr  execute  the  multiplicity  of  complex  du-  meetings,  and  transmission  of  the  transactions  thereof 
|e8  which  have  been  incumbent  on  the  Head  of  the  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  thus  affording  time  for  a 
^avy  Department.  :  pj^t  of  the  members  to  visit  personally  the  several  na- 

tThus,  thftji,  another  branch  of  power  in  that  Depart-  val  stations,  which  I  conceive  to  be  one  of  the  mobt 
lent  appcais  to  have  become  indispensably  necessarj-,  essential  points  of  their  duty.  And  if,  as  heretofore 
t-nd  none  s(-  appropriate,  in  my  opinion,  as  a  board  of  suggested,  a  quorum  of  the  board,  or  at  least  the  pre- 
lirec  or  more  experienced,  practical,  professional  men.  ^  siding  member,  and  the  secretary  thereof,  reside  nt  and 
Whether  the  appellation  given  to  the  board,  in  the  I  hold  their  office  at  tho  Seat  of  Government,  the  other 
port  of  Mf.  Jones,  is  the  most  appropriate,  it  is  con-  members  will  be  better  enabled  to  inspect  the  proceed- 
J^dered  unnfcessary  herein  to  discuss;  but  it  is  incon-  ;  ings  at  the  different  naval  stations,  or  the  equipment 
wovertibly  -iemonstrable  that  such  a  board,  with  proper  of  any  squadron  or  single  ship,  (if  deemed  necessary,) 
Jowers,  un|er  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  will  effect  a  ,  and  report  daily,  or  otherwise,  as  may  api>ear  requisite, 
Jdving  of  n^any  thousand  dollars  annually,  in  the  ex-    by  correspondence,  to  the  president'  of  the  board,  or 


Ttenaes  of  o\|r  Naval  Establishment 
%  The  Secretary  having  presented  his  report  in  the 
^rm  of  "a})ill,"  it  may,  I  conceive,  be  found  conve- 
„ient  to  the^committce,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  follow 
llf  sections^  in  their  regular  course,  with  such  a  fair 
if  d  candid  opinion  thereon,   as   their  propositions  af>- 


f 


thoae  executing  the  duties  of  the  board  at  the  Seat  of 
Government,  who  can  immediately  confer  thereon  with 
the   Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or   the   President  of  the 
United  States,  if  deemed  essential,  and  thus  a  judg- 
ment may  be  formed  whether  or  not  it  may  he  expe- 
dient for  the  presiding  member  to  convene  the  board 
more  o»    less  forcible  and  conclusive  on  my  mind,  j  earlier  than  the  next  approaching  general  stated  meet- 
The  first  section,  being  totally  indefinite  and  pros-  ]  '"R'  o""  >t  any  other  port  or  place  than  their  permanent 
fctive,  api^ears  to  be  susceptible  of  no  comment.  office.     Thus,  also,  by  this  constant  correspondence, 

'In  the  ajjtplion  of  the  second  section,  for  the  organ-  i  ^^e  president  of  the  board,  with  the  aid  of  the  secre- 


»r 


i 


i;iiition  of  tlje  board,  I  conceive  particular  care  should 
'r  taken  to  avoid  any  probable  cause  for  disunion  in 
tt  member^.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  advise 
tial  the  presiding  nirmber  be  designated  by  law,  and 
jL<it  embarrj^s  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
•tie  selectioi^,  which,  from  resignation,  death,  or  other 
"wualty,  mjiy  very  frequently  occur;  it  appears  to  me 
aqore  eligibbi;,  therefore,  that  the  law  should  enact  that 
l\\e  senior  lavy  officer  of  the  board  should  be  the  pre- 
siding member;  and.  being  once  so  established,  should 
-onluiue  so  to  act  as  long  as  he  remains  a  member 
ihereof.  notwithstanding  any  changes  that  might  there- 
after take  place  by  the  supply  of  vacancies. 
.  The  board  conjointly  should  have  the  power  to  nomi- 
liale  one  or  more  persons  qualified  for  the  duties  of  the 
♦♦creUry  ll».>reof,  and  submit  such  nominations  to  the 
■'resident  i^  the  United  States  for  h;s  selection  and 
Approval.     ' 

£   A  quoruiji  of  the  board,  or  at  least   the  presiding 
^aember  anft  lU  secretary,  should  reside  at  the  Seat  of 
l^overnmen^  of  the  United  States,  for  the  great  con- 
;   enience  ot  frequent  communications  and  conferences 
Ivith  the  Serretary  of  the  Navy,  or  with  the  President 
Apfthe  United  States,  in  cases  of  particular  importance, 
irhe  board  |hould  hold  its  regular  stated  meetings  in 
Its  office  at-the  Seat  of  Government,  unless,  on  emer- 
gency, or  sf  me  ini{>ortant   occasion,  the  Secretary  of 
he  Navy  njay  deem  it  more  eligible  to  be  held  else- 
where. 

The  duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  are  clearly 
nd  amply  defined  in  the  "  report,"  as  well  as  is  also 
he  powers. of  the  board  for  the  establishment  of  its 
ules,  and  tjhe  regulations  of  its  proceedings,  &c. 
"t  The  thiry  section  appears  to  require  some  elucida- 
tion respecting  the  contemplated  time  or  times  for 
olding  '•  ejich  stated  meeting"  of  the  board;  as  this 
kiction  statis  that  an  abstract  of  the  transactions  of 
ach  such  iueeting  shall  be  "transmitted  monthly  to 


tary,  will  always  have  the  business  necessary  for  the 
consideration  of  the  board  methodically  arranged,  and 
ready  to  lay  before  them  immediately  on  their  meeting. 
On  the  fourth  section  I  would  only  observe  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  more  eligible  that  the  board, 
contemplated  in  the  "  report,"  should  "  prepare  such 
rules  and  regulations,  for  conducting  the  business  of 
the  Constructor's  department,  as  shall  appear  proper 
and  necessary,"  and  submit  them  for  the  approval  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  through  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

The  fifth  section,  appointing  a  "paymaster"  of  the 
Nayy,  it  is  believed,  will  be  productive  of  great  saving 
in  the  appropriation  to  which  that  office  applies,  and 
lessen  in  a  great  degree  the  risk  of  misapplication  or 
long  retention  of  the  moneys  appertaining  thereto. 

The  sixth  section  is  believed  to  be  very  just  and 
proper. 

Th» seventh  section  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
wisdom  and  judgment  of  the  committee.  Its  provu- 
ions  are,  however,  considered  as  adequate  and  equita- 
ble, but  it  is  nevertheless  conceived  that  the  travelling 
expenses  of  the  members,  while  on  duty,  should  be 
provided  for. 

It  is  firmly  believed  that  a  naval  academy  will  hate 
an  amply  beneficial  effect  on  the  Naval  Establishment, 
and  tend  to  preclude  the  probability  of  public  ships  and 
vessels  falling  under  the  management  of  incompetent 
uninformed  men. 

*'  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  board"  are,  I  con- 
ceive, amply  illustrated  and  defined  in  the  "report," 
except  that,  immediately  following  the  first  general 
regulation,  it  might  be  proper  and  highly  useful  to  add, 
that  no  officer,  whatever  bis  grade  may  be.  .<hall  in 
anywise  alter  the  internal  or  external  equipment*  or 
arrangements  of  the  ship  or  vessel  under  his  command, 
or  to  which  he  may  be  in  any  manner  attached,  under 
pain  of ;  but,  on  perceiving  that  any  eligible  im- 
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provement  may  be  made  in  any  particular  whatever, 
he  shall,  as  speedily  as  practicable,  submit  his  ideas  of 
such  improvement  to  the  board,  with  his  reasons  there- 
for, for  their  decision. 

The  latitude  that  has  been  practised,  m  this  respect, 
has  cost  the  Naval  Establishment  many  thousands  of 
dollars. 

In  addition  to  the  form  of  the  bill,  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  the  following : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  4"f.,  That,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  no  person  shall  be  commissioned 
as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  tStates,  until 

he  shall  have  attained  the  full  age  of years,  shall 

have  been  full  five  years  in  sea  service,  two  of  which 
at  least  he  shall  have  served  in  the  capacity  of  mid- 
shipman, master's  mate,  or  sailing  master,  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States ;  and  shall  have  and  produce  a 
certificate  of  his  abiiiiies  (after  a  full  examination  be- 
fore a  court  of  competent  officers)  to  manage  and  con- 
duct the  duties  ot  a  ship-of-war,  in  ballasting  and 
stowing  the  hold,  masting,  rigging,  docking,  careening, 
arming,  and  exercising  the  great  guns  and  small  arms  ; 
shall  be  capable  of  working  a  ship  at  sea,  under  all  the 
forms  and  variety  of  sailing ;  making  and  taking  in 
sail,  anchoring,  and  getting  under  way  ;  mooring  and 
unmooring,  and  laying  at  single  anchor  in  a  tides-way, 
and  in  still  water ;  shall  be  competently  skilled  in 
mathematical  navigation,  to  conduct  a  ship  to  pilot 
water,  on  any  known  coast,  island,  bay,  river,  or  har- 
bor, in  the  world. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respsctfuUy,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  TINGEY. 

Hon.  William  Heed, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee,  4rc. 

Mr.  Reed,  then  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing  a  Navy 
Department,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  ol  Com- 
missioners; which  was  read  twice,  and  commu- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Reed,  also  reported  a  bill  directing  the 
manner  ot  contracts  and  purchases  in  the  Navy 
Department,  and  for  promoting  economy  therein  ; 
which  was  read  and  commuted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENE.MY. 

The  bill  which  was  read  a  third  time  on  Satur- 
day, and  then  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken  up; 
and  the  question  being  slated — "Shall  the  bill 
pass?" 

Mr.  Farrow  assigned,  in  a  few  words,  the 
reasons  which  obliged  him  to  vote  against  this 
bill,  though  he  was  in  favor  of  its  object.  His 
principal  objection  was,  to  that  pan  of  the  bill 
which  gives  power  to  collectors  to  appoint  in- 
spectors, to  be  considered  as  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

When  Mr.  F.  sat  down,  thequestion  was  taken, 
without  further  debate,  and  decided  ia  the  affirma- 
tive, by  the  following  vote  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alexander, .\lston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Dard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Clendenin,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Couch,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Eppes,  Evans,  Fmdley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  For- 


syth, Franklin,  Gholaon,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harria,  Ha.- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  LefferU,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasante.  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Tannehill,  Troup,  Udree,  WUliams,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Wright,  and  Yancey— 82. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Boyd, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion.  CUley, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasa- 
chuaetts,  Ely,  Farrow,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Han- 
son, Hawkins,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hulbert,  Kent  of 
New  York,  King  of  .MassachusetU,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Miller,  Markell,  Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schure- 
man,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  SUnford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Thompaon,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Whealon, 
White,  Wilcox,  Winter,  and  Wood— 65. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 


Tuesday,  January  10. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
this  House  at  the  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  on  the  amendments  depending  to  the  bill  "  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise.  manufaclureJ  within  the  Uni- 
ted States."  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  year.  The  letter  was  read,  aod, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  construct- 
ed certain  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of 
the  United  States,  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Naval  Committee.  [This  bill  appropriates 
S500,000,  in  addition  to  the  sura  heretofore  ap- 
priaied  for  that  object.] 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shin- 
nick,  Schultz.  and  Vogeler,  Christian  Chapman, 
and  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Calef,  de- 
ceased, (whose  property  was  destroyed  by  our 
officers  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  Balti- 
more in  August  last,)  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle 
(compensating  him  for  services  rendered  at  the 
instance  of  a  United  State.s  officer  in  North 
Carolina,  in  apprehending  counterfeiters  of  the 
paper  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States)  was 
read  a  third  time.  This  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
FisK,  of  New  York,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Yan- 
cey, and  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts.  The  di- 
vision on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was,  62  yeas,  40 
nays. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
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llobinsoD  'and  others,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
'  fiassed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  H. 
Washingtrin,  was  read  a  third  time  (making  com- 
pea^tioo  lor  a  house  destroyed  by  the  officers  of 
ihe  United  States  during  the  invasion  of  this  dis- 
'(rid  in  August  last,)  which  was  read  a  third 
lime  and  passed. 

i  SUNDAY  MAILS. 

;  Mr.  FaHrow  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
johabitauti  of  Chester  district,  South  Carolina,  re- 
^uonstratirfg  against  the  transportation  and  open- 
l^ng  the  m»il  on  the  Sabbath,  which  he  moved 
•night  be  Icommitied  to  the  Committee  oa  Post 
<)ffices  and  Post  Roads. 

'  Mr.  F.  paid  there  had  been  eighty-five  peti- 
itions  on  tljjis  subject  before  Congress  this  sefsion, 
■Jill  of  whi<!h  had  been  referred  to  the  Postmaster 
^^eneral.  Since  the  first  has  been  so  referred,  it 
j^as  been  fcbout  three  months,  on  which  there  has 
Jtieen  no  rf»port  made  to  Congress.     I  am  not,  said 

£Ir.  F.,  aljout  to  charge  that  high  ofticer  with  a 
eglect  of'duty,  but  have  st;jted  those  facts  for  a 
i»ery  diflenent  purpose.  It  is  for  the  purpose  to 
lipquire  wUeiher  Congress  have  properly  and  Con- 
tsjtitutionaljy  discharged  their  duty  in  respect  to 
|tbose  petitions.  I  contend  that  they  ought  to 
|ti,ave  been,  referred  to  the  committee  to  which  1 
Jh'ave  movjd  this,  or  to  a  select  committee.  To 
^rove  this  Position,  I  will  first  draw  your  attention 
0  the  firstamendmenl  of  the  Constitution,  page 
wenty-five.  Mr.  F.  read — '"  Congress  shall  make 
no  law  r»'specting  an  establishment  of  religion, 
or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridg- 
I  ing  the  ff'eedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press ;  or  tfie 
•  Tight  of  jhe  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and 
^  to  petiiiijn  the  Government  for  a  redrers  of 
I  grievances." 

The  rulj.'  or  ord<>r  of  the  day,  page  31,  makes 

ft  the  duly  of  the  Speaker  every  morning  to  call 

on  the  members  of  the  several  Slates  to  present 

/iny  petitrons  that  they  may   be  charged   with. 

As  the  Constitution  permits  the  people  to  peti- 

lion  you.  a|nd  the  order  of  ih*'  day  is  to  hear  them, 

ihis  does  jmply  an   engagement  on  the  part  of 

iCongress, !that  they  will   redress  the  complaints 

4>f  the   pe^jple  or  «tate  to  them  the   reason  why 

wou  reject  them.     You  are  the  body  petitioned, 

^ot   the    Postmaster   General,  as   you   are   their 

representatives,  and    not  him.     To  prove  lo  you 

what   this  f>€tition   ought   to   be    referred    to   the 

|Committei-  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  I  must 

tbT\ng  to  tour   view   the   standing    rule    of  this 

feiouse.     [Here  he  read  from  page  37]     "  It  shall 

I  be  the  duiiy  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 

I  Post  Roaids  to  lake  into  consideration  all  such 

'  jjetitions.  and    matters,   or  things,  touching  the 

t  post  offic*  and  post  roads,  as  s  hall  be  presented  or 

{may  comte  in  question,  and  be  referred  to  them 
by  the  Hcuse,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon, 
(together  Mfith  sucli  propositions  relative  thereto, 
as  to  thetii  shall  seem  expedient."  There  is  no 
ule  that  ajuthorize^  the  House  to  send  a  petition 
^f  the  deJi:ription  of  the  one  before  you,  to  the 
Postmasiej  General,  notwithstanding  you  have 


given  that   direction   to  eighty  five  this  session. 
I  believe  that  they  have  been  thus  disposed  of  in 
order  that  the  House  may  not  be  further  troubled 
with  them,  which  appears  to  be  very  well  un- 
derstood by  the   Postmaster  General.     I»  it  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  subject  is  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portance that  you   refuse  to  give  those  petitions 
the  ordinary  and  usual  course  of  all  other  peti- 
tions addressed  to  you  ?     I  acknowledge  that  the 
scheme  contemplated    by  those   petitions   is  not 
sanctioned  by  any  law  or   practice  in  this  Gov- 
ernment, or   any   country    or   State   in    Europe. 
You   boast  that  this  is  the   only  free  and  happy 
nation — your    petitioners    wish    to   add    another 
jewel   In    your  crown,  not   less    bright  than  the 
other — that  yours  is  the  only  virtuous  and  Sab- 
bath observing  nation.     You  have  set  apart  the 
day  after  to-morrow  to   be  spent  thoughout  the 
Union  in  prayer.     By  your  laws,  and  the  rules  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  carry  the  same  into 
execution,  you  command  many  thousands  of  your 
citizens,  with  their  horses,  to  be  Uboriously  em- 
ployed each  and  every  hour  of  the  day  on  the 
next  Sabbath,  and  to  spend  every  Sabbath  in  the 
year  ia  the  same  way.     It  appears  to  roe  that 
you  might  as  well  suspend  either  the  one  prac- 
tice or  the  other,  (stop  praying  or  violating  the 
Sabbath.)  unless  you  are  of  the  opinion  that  bjr 
those  laws  and  rules  that  you  have  enacted,  you 
have  the  power  lo  repeal  that  decretal  order  of 
Heaven  that  commands  you  ''to  keep  holy  the 
Sabbath  day."     You  are  the   best  judge  of  your 
repealing  powers  on   that   subject.     It   is  stated, 
and  so  contended,  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Potter,)  that  it  is  the 
work  of  necessity  to  carry  and  open  the  mail  on 
the  Sabbath.     He  further  observed,  that  if  you 
prevented  the  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath, 
it  would  occasion  more  sin  to  be  committed,  as 
the  people  would  attend  at  the  post  offices,  and 
while  impatiently  wniiing  there  for  their  letters 
and   papers,   by    being   debarred   from   obtaining 
them.     I  should  suppose  that  if  you  pa.ss  a  law  to 
prohibit  the  carrying  or  opening  the  mail  on  that 
day,  that  as  your  law  would  be  public  it  would 
be  known  to  all,  therefore  they  would  not  go  or 
send  lo  the  post  offices  on  that  day,  as  they  would 
know  that  the  mails  could   not  be  opened — the 
postmasters   themselves    would    not   attend,     la 
favor  of  a  long-established  favorite,  national,  sin- 
ful practice,  I  know  that  many  excuses  and  rea- 
sons can  be  given  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
it — but  if  none  better  can  be  given  than   what 
that  learned  gentleman  assigned,  the  Lord  have 
mercy  on  us! 

On  great  national  occurrences,  it  is  now  the 
practice,  and  properly  .so,  to  employ  expresses; 
ihey  are  not  carried  hy  mails,  and  it  is  expedient 
that  they  should  travel  as  well  on  the  Sabbath  as 
on  other  days.  But,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  am  not  able 
to  set  the  necessity  for  the  transportation  and 
opening  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  conscious 
of  my  high  responsibility  to  God,  as  well  as  to 
my  country,  (or  ray  public  acts,  I  am  not  willing 
10  take  it  on  myself  to  fly  in  the  face  of  divine 
law.    I  do,  therefore,  most  solemnly  disavow  and 
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condemn  the  practice  of  the  transportation  and 
opening  the  mail?  on  that  holy  day,  believing  it 
to  be  unnecessary,  inadmissible  and  wicked. 

After  the  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  the  Postmaster  General,  Mr. 
F.  offered  for  consideration  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roadu  be  authorized  and  required  to  examine 
into  the  propriety  of  ■ubmittin^  to  the  consideration  of 
this  House  a  law  prohibiting  the  Postmaster  General 
from  making  any  contracts,  in  future,  for  the  trans- 
portation  or  opening  of  the  maiU  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
that  they  have  leave  lo  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  F.  observed,  that  if  the  subject-matter  of 
the  resolution  was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
arrest  the  attention  of  the  House,  that  any  cbser- 
Tttions  he  could  make  would  prove  ineffectual. 

DUTIES  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conferees  on  the  disagreeing  votes  on  the  manu- 
facture tax  bill.  The  conferees  recommended 
that  the  House  recede  from  its  opposition  to  the 
tax  proposed  by  the  Senate  on  umbrellas.  The 
Committee  concurred  in  the  report  without  de- 
bate, and  reported  accordingly  to  the  House.  The 
House  took  up  the  report. 

A  debate  arose  thereon,  in  which  Messrs.  Eppe?, 
Wright,  Barbocr,  Stockton,  and  others,  advo- 
cated the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  Messrs  Oak- 
ley, Sheffey,  Rhea,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Picker- 
ing. Ingersoll  of  Pennsylvania,  and  others,  op- 
posed it. 

The  debate  on  this  question  lurned  not  on  the 
expediency  of  the  tax.  which  we  did  not  hear 
denied,  but  on  the  Constitutional  power  or  right 
of  the  Senate  to  make  such  an  amendment  to  a 
bill  for  raising  revenue.  The  debate  was  able, 
and,  being  on  a  question  never  before  believed  to 
have  been  debated,  was  highly  interesting.  The 
provision  of  the  Constitution  is  as  follows:  "All 
'  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the 
'  House  of  Representatives;  but  the  Senate  may 
'  propose  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on  other 
'  bills."  On  the  one  hand  it  was  contended  that 
the  Senate  could  not  amend  a  bill  by  adding  a 
new  tax  thereto,  because  to  do  so  would  be  to 
originate  a  tax,  which,  it  was  urged,  was  for- 
bidden by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  In  sup- 
port of  this  doctrine,  an  argument  was  drawn 
from  the  practice  under  the  British  Government, 
where  the  House  of  Lords  is  not  permitted  so  to 
amend  such  a  bill.  On  liie  othir  hand  it  was 
urged,  that  the  power  to  amend  being  expressly 
given  lo  the  Senate,  forbade  analogy  to  the  prac- 
tice of  any  other  Government,  whose  unwritten 
constitution  contained  no  such  provision  ;  that, 
the  power  of  the  Senate  to  increase  or  diminish 
a  tax  not  being  denied,  the  power  otherwise  to 
modify  a  lax  followed  of  course  ;  and  that  in  a 
bill  imposing  a  tax  on  manufactures,  the  Senate 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  add  to  the  articles 
enumerated,  any  other  article  which  they  deemed 
a  proper  subject  of  taxation,  du:. 


The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  was, 
after  a  long  and  ingenious  debate  on  this  point, 
decided  m  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays — 
for  the  report  97,  against  it  53.  as  follows; 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Uard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Ciendenin, 
Conard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper, 
Dana,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Far- 
row, Findley,  Forney,  FrankUn,  Oeddes,  Gholson, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kenne<iy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis, 
Lyie,  Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Mil- 
ler, Montgomery,  Newton,  Parker.  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ants, Rea  of.  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood, 
Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Stockton,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup, 
Udree,  White,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wood,  Wright,  and  i'ancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigclow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Ely,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Hale, 
Henderson,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  MassachusetU,  Law, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Oakl«y, 
Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  William  Reed, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Stan- 
ford, Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  MassachusetU,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 


Wednesday,  January  11. 

Mr.  Ringgold  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany, praying  an  extension  of  the  powers  of  their 
charter  so  as  to  allow  them  to  dispose  of  mill- 
seats  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  case 
the  erection  of  mills  on  the  same  shall  not  be 
prejudicial  to  the  navigation.  The  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a 
bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  passed  the 
12ih  of  December,  1814,  establishing  the  fees  of 
the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports 
of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  volunteer  bill,  reported  sun- 
dry amendments  lo  thesaid  amendments  ;  which 
were  agreed  to.  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  as  amended,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  House  deter- 
mined not  to  sit  on  to-morrow,  it  being  a  day 
assigned  by  the  President  as  a  day  of  national 
fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
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imt  of  th4  United  States,  the  one  transmitting 
I  t>  account  °f  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
I  fovernmertt  for  the  year  past ;  the  other,  trans- 
I  lilting  thftannual  report  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint.  i. 

LA^JD  CLAIMS  L\  MISSISSIPPI. 

•  ;The  Houfe  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 

i^\Uee  of  thje  Whol«  on  the  bill  for  quieting  and 

fi*,ljusting  cljiims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 

^ory;  and,   after  some   time  spent   therein,  the 

"^airman    /eported    that    the   Committee    had 

■ide  several  amendments  thereto. 

4 Mr.  McCdy  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  post- 
tied  until  jthe  second  Monday  in  March  nextj 
ilch  motigjn  was  determined  in  the  ne-^ative— 
y*sis  63,  nays  71,  as  follows  :  ' 

{/iAs— Messrs.  AIe,<ander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bar- 
iviir,  Bard,  Burnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell 
C  il^ioun,  Caunon,  Clark.  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Con- 
aj;  \;  Crawforf,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  DavLs  of  Pennsyl- 
V,  Ilia,  Denoj>plles,  Desha,    Eppes,    Farrow,  Findiev, 
F,  rsyih,   Frajiklin,    Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hail, 
h  irris,  HawM,  Hungerford,  Ingham,   Kennedy,  Kerri 
fi.  Iboum,  Kit^g  of  Massachusetta,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  Mc- 
C  y,    McKiir*,    McLean,    Parker,    Pleasants,    Rea   of 
P,  ansylvania;  Rhea  of  Tennessee,   Ringgold,  Roane, 
S;  ge,   Seyber*.  Smith   of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong' 
JT  ,nnehiil,    Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Wilson  of 
jP,  (Uisylvania,  Vt  right,  and  Yancey, 
f     ?fArs— Messrs.  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
jV  rginia,    Bojd,  Breckenridge,    Brighara,    Caperton 
C    anipion,    C>ooper,  Cox,    Creighton,    Culpeper.  Da- 
^.|iport,  DuvKll,  Ely,  Forney,  Gaston,   Geddes,  Gros- 
Mioi,  Hale,  rHasbrouck.  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Hop- 
.Vi  ,s   of  Kcntiicky.  Howfll,  Humphreys,  Irwin,  Jack- 
^  1  of  RhodeUsland,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
*  .mucky    Krnt  of  New    York,    Kent  of  Maryland. 
£   rshawLa^rLovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Markell,  Mc- 
S  e,    Miller   sMontgomery,  Moseley,   NeUn,  Oakley, 
CK  ai8by,  P.ckrnng,   Pitkin,  Potter,  John   Reed,  Wil- 
^.  ,n     Reed,    «ich,    Robertson,    Ruggles,  Schureman, 
S   vitr,    Sharj.,  Sheffe.t,    Sherwood,    Shipherd,    Slay- 
s'    t';     "JS  °^  New^Vork,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
^1  nekton,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
V,  ebstcr,  Wh(  aton.    M-  hite,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mas. 
PS'  husetts,  ami  Wood. 

The  quesijon  was  .then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
a;.endraentJi  made  ty  the  Committee  of  the 
V^  hole  in  tue  first  section,  and  was  determined 
in  the  negaiijve.  The  question  on  concurrin<r  in 
lb  •  amendra.  nis  to  the  second  section  was  stalled  • 
^    ta  the  H»juse  adjourned. 
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Friday,  January  13. 
Mr.  Seybhrt  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
a  -rchants  a{id  traders  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
|c  the  passajre  of  a  law  establishing  an  uniform 
gi^tem  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
bantes.— Reli-rred  to  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
{0  vrhom  the:  bill  on  that  subject  is  referred. 
J  v!r.  Chapi'ell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
Ji.  ns  and  R.volutiooary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
To|  the    relief  of  William  Arnold;  which  was 


idf 
aliK 


t*(ice  read,  alid  committed. 

Mr.  PLEAak.NTS,  from  the  Naval  Committee 
re  K)rted  iwolbilis  for  compensating  individuals' 


i 


not  having  commissions  from  the  United  Stales 
tor  prisoners  and  properly  taken  from  the  ene- 
my by  spinted  enterprise,  viz:  a  bill  concerning 
Matthew  Guy  and  others,  and  a  bill  concerninf 
Weston  Jenkins  and  others;  which  were  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

LOST  CERTIFICATES. 
Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Farrington  Barcalow,  admin- 
"u*'°w"^J^^^'y  Rapelyea;  which  was  read; 
when  Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
i*arrington  Barcalow,  administrator  of  Mary 
Rapeleya  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  the  said  Mary  Rap- 
pelya  was  possessed  of  two  loan  office  certificates- 
t^at  her  house  was  consumed  by  fire,  and  with  it 
the  said  certificates.  He  prays  that  they  may  \y  re- 
newed, or  some  other  compensation  made  for  ihcm 

It  appears  that  there  were  issued  to  the  said  Mary 
Kappelya  two  certificates  from  the  loan  office  of  New 
Jersey:  one.  No.  1,.594,  dated  June  8,  1778,  for  $600  • 
the  other,  No.  294,  dated  the  same  day,  for  $500;  and 
that  the  said  certificates  are  still  outstanding  and  un- 
paid. It  also  appears  that  she  made  known  fh«!  fact 
of  the  destruction  of  the  said  certificates  shortly  after 
It  happened,  which  was  in  March,  1787,  but  did  not 
advertise  it  in  the  papers  until  Februarv,  1792,  near 
hTc  years  afterwards,  which  she  has  sworn  was  occa- 
sioned by  her  ignorance  of  iu  necessity.  She  peti- 
tioned Congress  for  redress  in  the  case,  in  February, 
1795,  and  a  favorajjle  report  was  made  thereon,  hut  it 
was  not  finally  acted  on.  She  died  in  the  vear  1807, 
and  in  1811  the  adminisiration  of  her  effects"  was  com- 
mitted to  the  petitioner. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  appears  that  the  claim  is 
a  just  one  ;  but  it  is  barred  by  the  sUtutc  of  limiution, 
it  not  appearing  that  the  claim  was  presented  at  the 
1  reasury  on  or  before  the  Ist  of  June,  1795,  which  ia 
required  by  law.     It  also  appears  that  the  requisites  of 
the  resolve  of  1780  have   not  been  complied  with,  so 
far  as  to  advertise  the  destruction  immediately  afle'r  it 
happened.     The  committee  feel  satisfied,  however,  that 
as  the  destruction  was  advertised,  and  as  a  petition  was 
presented  to  Congress,  and  not  to  the  Treasury,  before 
the  limited  time  had  expired,  there  haa  been  a  comph- 
ance  with  the  »;>,n/,  although   not  with  the  letter  of 
the   laws,      fhey  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  relief 
ought  to  be  granted,  and  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MISSISSIPPL 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

[This  bill  provides  a  mode  of  settlement  of 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  north 
of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  derived  from  grants 
or  patents  issued  by  the  British  Government.] 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  bill  to- 
day, as  It  had  done  on  Wednesday,  in  which  the 
bill  was  strenuously  advocated  by  Mr.  McKee, 
Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Lattimore,  and  others, 
and  as  'Strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  McCoy.  Mr. 
Wright,  and  others. 
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The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a 
majority  of  one  rote — For  the  engrossment  70, 
against  it  71,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mapsachuectts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Bngham, 
Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Duvall,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Forney,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  HasbroDck, 
Hawkins,  Henderson,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell, 
Hulbert,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  .Macon,  Markell,  Mc- 
Kee, Montgomery,  .Moseley,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Picker- 
ing, Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rob- 
ertson, Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffcy, 
Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stockton, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MassachusetU, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bnrweil, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clendenin, 
Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  King 
of  Notlh  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  adjustment  of  lhf>e  claims,  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  stood  when  the  (]ue^tion  was 
taken  on  engrossing  the  same  for  a  tliird  reading : 
An  Act  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Mississippi  Territorv'. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
tentatirts  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That  every  person  or  persons  claim- 
ing lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  north  of  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  latitude,  by  virtue  of  any  grant  or 
patent  issued  by  the  British  Government,  before  the 
4th  day  of  July,  1776,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
iied  to  file  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  all  the  evidence  of  their  claim  or  claims, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  claimants,  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  to  with- 
draw the  original  title  papers,  and  all  evidence  relat- 
ing to  such  claims,  from  the  registers  of  the  land  offices 
within  the  Territory  aforesaid,  and  which  may  have 
been  filed  by  the  claimanla  according  to  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  the  Attorney  General,  and  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  examine  such  of 
the  claims  thus  filed  as  extend  over  land  granted  by 
the  Umted  States,  or  actually  possessed  by  persons 
whom  the  United  States  are  in  any  manner  bound  to 
secure  therein,  and  to  decide  therein  according  to  law 
and  equity.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commia- 
sioners  aforesaid,  to  proceed  to  examine  and  decide  on 


the  claims  aforesaid,  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  them 
that  claims  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  acres  shall  have  been  filed  with  the  Commit- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  pursuance  of 
this  act. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
of  filing  the  claims  aforesaid,  with  the  Commiasioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
shall  be  considered  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  ac- 
ceptance by  the  claimanU  of  the  provisions  of  this  act; 
and  the  decisions  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid  shall 
be  final,  and  shall  have  all  the  effect  in  law  of  a  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all 
cases  where  the  commissioners  aforesaid  shall  decide 
in  favor  of  the  claimant,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  shall  issue  to  the  claimant  a  certifi- 
cate of  confirmation,  specifying  the  quantity  of  land 
confirmed  by  such  decision  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  de- 
liver such  certificate  of  confirmation  to  the  claimant, 
his  agent,  or  attorney,  which  shall  be  received  in  Ueu 
of,  and  in  full  compensation  for,  the  land  so  claimed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  certifi- 
cates of  confirmation  authorized  by  this  act,  shall  be 
received  at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  Sutes, 
in  payment  for  any  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  at 
rates  to  be  established  by  said  commissioners  in  said 
certificates,  but  not  to  exceed  two  dollars  per  acre,  for 
every  acre  contained  in  such  certificate  of  confirmation  : 
Provided,  That  such  certificates  shall  not  be  received 
in  payment  lor  any  lands  sold  before  the  date  of  such 
certificate ;  nor  shall  any  discount  be  allowed  for 
prompt  payment  in  such  certificates:  And  provided, 
also.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  authorize  any  British  grant  or  patent  to  be  read  as 
evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  which  may 
not  be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gener&l 
Land  Office,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  which  may 
be  barred  by  the  provisions  of  any  former  law. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States.  After  having  made 
some  progress  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  re- 
ported proijress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Saturday,  January  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Delaware,  Hen- 
ry M.  RiDCELY,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Isaac  Smith,  and  therewith  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Smith  and  G.  Caldwell;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  E.  also  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers,  ex- 
planatory cf  the  provision  authorizing  a  remis- 
sion of  the  duty  in  cases  of  stills  being  burnt; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  ei>grossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  E.also  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 
laying  taxes  on  household  furniture,  extending 
the  time  to  which  the  first  shall  take  effect,  from 
the  first  day  of  February  to  the  first  of  April,  and 
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?>e  time  irv  which  the  other  shall  be  carried  into 
tject  from  February  to  May.  The  bill  was  or- 
ared  to  beiengross^d,  and  read  a  third  time. 
Mr.  jACKiiOf*.  of  Virginia,  from  the  Militia  Com- 
lUtee,  Tfpr^rted  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  more  ef- 
ftually  t(>  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
(ablishiD«  a  uniform  militia  in  the  United 
cates.        • 

I^This  bin   prescribes  certain  regulations  for  a 
,•    neral  organization  of  the  militia,  to  take  place 
iibin  one  year  from  the  date  of  its  passage,  un 


;i 
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the  diri'ction  of  the   several   State ^ 

tres;  amoug  which  is  the  arrangement  of  the 

'Jitia  of  ('iich   Stale,  where  it   has   not  already 

•n  done,  anto  divisions,   to  consist  of  not   Ie5.s 

in    two  n(ir  more  than  three  brigades,  having 

Major  <»enersl   to  each  division;  (he  divis" 

iLis,  when  jn   field,   to  rank  according  to  their 

i\  imbers,  the  lowest  number  to  be  the  highest  in 

tP  nk.]     Thtr  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

•  |Mr.  Kii.B(,»DRN,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  following 

r*.olution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa  be 
h  strutted  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House  a  bill 
ftj  provide  for:  the  sale  of  lands  of  the  United  States,  in 
•li  ek  tract  of  country  within  the  Sute  of  Ohio  and  dix- 
ie ci  of  Chili*othe,  heretofore  sot   apart  for  satisfying 
\l  ij. claims  of  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

*  The  resohition  having  been  modified,  on  the 
sj  ggestion  cf  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  so  as 
tu  authorizf  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
e«p(ediency  nf  such  a  measure,  instead  of  making 
t;*!  provisioii  peremptory,  was  agreed  to. 

iOn  motiop  of  Mr.  Cannon, 

solved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aftairs 
I  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
'«  '0  any  person  who  shall  take  up  a  deverter  from 
ti*  service  o|  the  United  States,  and  deliver  him  to 
ai^nr  commissioned  officer  in  said  service,  an  exemption 
fi^m  a  draught  or  six  months  tour  of  duty  in  the  ser- 
v'Ip  aforesaid- 

'♦The  Houte  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Coramit- 
tdt  of  the  W^hoJ^Ton  the  bill  to  authorize  the  rais- 
|certain  companies  of  mounted  rangers  for  the 
lence  of  tjie  frontier.     Tlie  bill  was   reported 
the  Housi'.  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
be  engrosied  for  a  third  reading, 
n  motioi  of  Mr.  McKee,  the  House  resolved 
If  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
^ulating  t^e  sale  of  certain  reserved  sections  of 
jd  in  Ohi<>,  and  the  bill  attaching  to  the  Can- 
V  district,  jn  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 
Bg  betwetln  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  Miami  of 
L   ke  Erie  a^id  the  Western  lino  of  the  Connec- 
(ii  m  reserve.     These  bills  were  reported  to  the 
^  ;use,  and  *verally  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
;  ;  A   messaje   from    the    Senate    infurmtd    the 
J^use  that  ihe  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  sec- 
and   fortrth  of   the   amendments    proposed 
khis   Houf.e  to  their  amendments   to  the  bill 
|i  authorizr  the  President  of  the  United  States 
^ccept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as- 
late  and  (Organize   themselves,  and  offer  their 
rices  to  thp  Government  of  the  United  States," 
nx^  have  dii-agrerd   to  the  residue  of  the  said 
at^eadmeDts.' 


i 


.  wu  r'^  resolv.d  itself  into  .  Committee  of 
toe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamm 
Wells,  and  others.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House.  The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  message  from  the  Senate  notifying  their 
disagreement  tocertain  amendmentsof  this  House 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  asso- 
ciate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  " 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

PETITION  OF  ANN  HODGKINSON. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Ana 
Hodgkinson;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  memorialist  represents  that,  afler  the  dec- 
laration of  war,  her  late   husband  entered  on  board  a 
private  armed  vessel,  the  York  of  Baltimore,  and  wax 
kUled  in  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  ;  that,  after 
his  death,  she  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
be  placed  on  the   pension  list ;  her   request  was  com- 
plied with,  but  only  as  much  allowed  her  as  is  allowed 
the  widows  of  common  seamen  in  such  cases.     She 
prays  that  Congreas  would   grant  to  her  a   further  al- 
lowance, as  her  husband  acted  as  prize-master  on  board 
the  York  ;  and  states  that,  according  to  the   constant 
usage  of  the  privateer  service,  prize-masters  rank  with 
and   receive    the   emoluments  of  first   lieutenants.     It 
appears  that  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy  gave  as  a 
reason  for  not  nllowing  more  to  the  widow,  that  prize- 
masters  are  unknown  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  grant  anything  ad- 
ditional  in    consequence   of  that    appointment.     The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Secretary  was  cor- 
rect ;  that  the  office  of  prize-master  is  generally  con- 
ferred  upon   an  experienced  seaman,  in  whom  confi- 
dence is  placed,  and  is  matter  of  private  arrangement 
as  to   pay  and   emolument   between    the  captain  and 
such  prize-master.     The  committee  see  no  sufficient 
reason  for  Congress  interfering  in  this  particular  case, 
and  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

RELIEF  OF  NEW  .MADRID. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the 
Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  several  amendments; 
which  were  read.  and.  except  one,  which  was 
disagreed  to,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended  ;  and  a  mo- 
tion was  then  made,  by  Mr.  McKim,  further  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  followine 
sections: 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  two  disin- 
terested and  skilful  persons  to  inquire  into  and  asceruin 
the  damage  which  has  been  been  done  by  the  storm  of 
wind,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  to  the  houses  and 
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property  of  persons  residing  in  the  City  of  Washington. 
The  persons  so  appointed  shall  return,  under  oath,  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  a  just  estimate  of 
the  damage  sustained  in  the  cases  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the  injury  sus- 
Uined,  and  the  estimates  reported  by  the  persons  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid,  the  sufferers  shall  receive  public 
land,  to  be  located  as  is  heretofore  provided  by  this  act, 
at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  as  a  full  compensa- 
tion for  the  injuries  done  as  aforesaid. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Monday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Tatham.  praying  compensation  for  his  services 
for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  in  the  accumulation 
of  civil,  military,  topographical,  and  public  eco- 
nomical materials,  by  order  of  President  Wash- 
ington, in  the  year  1799.— Referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

Mr.  KiLBODRN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  so  much  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfin- 
ished Business  as  relates  to  the  bill  for  the  more 
effectual  defence  of  the  Northwestern  frontier,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of 
the  Northwestern  frontier,  by  granting  donations 
of  land  to  actual  settlers,  and  for  public  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 
raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal 
certain  acts  now  in  force  for  this  purpose,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  regulating  the  sale  of  certain 
reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  attaching  to  the  Canton  dis- 
trict, in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lying 
between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Connecticut  Western  reserve, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  .Missouri,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  col- 
lecting the  same;"  and  theact,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture, 
and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  giving  further 
time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  obtain  the  pat- 
ents for  the  lands  located  under  Virginia  resolu- 
tion warrants;"  in  which  they  ask  the  coi.cur- 
rence  of  this  House.  The  bill  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  citizens  of  Boston,  in  Massachu- 
setts, praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  establish- 
ing an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
having  that  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  recommendation  that  the  House 
insist  on  that  amendment,  proposed  by  them, 
to  the  volunteer  bill,  which  provides  that  State 
corps  (to  be  accepted  in  pursuance  ol  this  bill  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,)  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  lieu  of  a  like  number  of  militia,  which 
shall  at  any  time  be  required  from  the  Stale 
which  offers  them;  and  also  on  the  amendment 
which  varies  or  extends  the  descriptions  of  rifles 
which  the  volunteers  may  use. 

And  the  House  determined  to  insist  thereon,  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Pearson,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  destruction  of  certain  pa- 
pers and  vouchers  in  the  ofl5ce  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  together  with  the 
Clerk's  second  letter  in  relation  thereto,  made  a 
further  report,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  giving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete  their 
payments.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James 
Hynum  next  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  Yazoo  claims; 
which  occasioned  considerable  discussion.  The 
Committee  rose,  before  having  gone  through  the 
same,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

SUNDAY  MAILS. 

Mr.  Bradbcry,  Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut, 
and  Mr.  Comstock,  of  New  York  presented  peti- 
tions from  their  respective  districts,  remonstrating 
against  the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail 
on  the  Sabbath  ;  which  were  I'eferred  to  the  Post- 
master general. 

Mr.  Howell,  of  New  York,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  like  nature,  which  he  moved  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Post  OflBces  and  Post  Roads. 
He  said  he  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  making 
this  motion  by  the  failure  of  a  former  attempt  of 
the  same  character.  It  was  a  respect  due  to  the 
petitioners,  he  conceived,  that  a  report  should  be 
made  on  their  petition,  which  it  was  not  probable. 
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had|ng  been  vo  lone  delayed,  would  be  received 
ar.  ^le  hands  qf  the  Postmaster  General. 

•Oq  this  mo<ion  of  Mr.  Howell,  there  arose  a 
sto*rl  debate. {the  motion  being  opposed  and  ad- 
ToCited  by  sevl>ral  gentlemen.  The  debate  turned 
onjBje  merits jof  these  petitions,  which  were  de- 
niei  by  Mr.  ^Ihea,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
anv.'.Mr.  Wright,  and  upheld  by  Mr.  Howell. 
Mr|Co.M8Toci:.Mr.  Hulbert.  and  Mr.  Findley. 
In  »ie  course  j)f  the  debate,  it  was  slated  by  Mr. 
KiiftoURN.  that  he  knew  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral did  inten'J  to  report  on  this  subject  at  an 
ear*'  day.  OA  the  one  hand  of  this  question,  it 
waJcontended  that  this  was  an  attempt  to  blend 
tbef.ffairs  of  (|;hurch  and  State,  which  had  been 
sys-^  maticallymade,  and  industriously  promoted 
by  ^le  circulafion  of  petitions  for  signature  all 
the  Unio^  ;  and  it  was  intimated  that  some 
ical  party;considerations  might  have  entered 
the  motivil's  which  produced  them.  On  the 
hand,  U  was  urged  that  these  petitions 
(signed  b><  religious  persons  of  all  denoraina- 
tifjnfc./Whose  respectability,  professions,  and  stand- 
ing^ip  life,  equally  entitled  these  petitions  to  a 
reiticitful  hear|ng,  «tc. 

I'le  yeas  aijd  nays  having  been  required  by 
M^.'jHowELL  ^n  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in 
tbt";  Bifirmativt* — for  the  reference  proposed  81, 
ag^iAst  it  70.    I 

M*.  Croi'uH,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Kil- 
BOc|"i,  of  Ofii{).  presented  petitions  of  a  like  te- 
nor trith  the  al:jove;  which  were  referred. 


Jandary,  1815. 


Tjuj 


JE8DAY,  January  17. 

engrossed  bill,  giving  further  time   to  pur 
^ts  of  puhfic  lands  to  complete  their  pay 


was  rea|l  the  third  time,  and  passed 

sse(|  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 


was   read    the   third    lime,   and 
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essage  fi»om  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
jhe  Senaje  have  agreed  to  a  part  of  the 
an|e|(;ments  pijoposed  by  this  House  to  their  bill 
••  tp  Jjicorporatt;  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
UijiLei  States  Cf  America,"  with  amendments,  in 
wlii'llx  they  a.kf  the  concurrence  of  this  House; 
and  ae  Senateihave  disagreed  to  the  other  part 
of  th  rnmendrajnts  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
sail  rll.  TheiSenate  insist  on  their  disagree- 
meni  do  the  arn<  ndment$  insisted  on  by  this  House 
to  ih  :  amendm*nts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  '•  to 
auth^'ize  the  Ffresideni  of  the  United  States  to 
acce  .  the  servij:es  of  volunteers  who  may  asso- 
ciate; and  orga/iize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
servi  ,is  to  the  (jrovernntvent  of  the  United  Slates," 
and  :  ^k  a  confejenc*  on  the  said  amendments ;  to 
whic  ;  conferenfe  they  have  appointed  managers 
on  ill  ,ir  pari. 

Jjlc  Cooper,  pf  Delaware,  laid  upon  the  table 
the,!,;  'lowing  reiiolution : 

He^ked,  Tha^  the   Secretary   of  War  be,   and  he 

hertt ,  \s,  direclecj  to   sUte   to  this  House   the  reason 

has  not  0|ade  a  report  to  this  House,  as  di- 

y  their  res/.lution  of  the  13th  October  last,  (call- 

ft  rf'port  rtjative  to  Uie  advancing  of  monevs  by 

•^  i  i    . 


sr*t, 
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SUNDAY  MAILS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  on  the  several  peti- 
tions which  have  been  referred  to  him  at  the 
present  session,  remonstrating  against  the  opening 
or  conveyance  of  the  mails  on  Sundays;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. — It  is  as  follows: 

Ge!vekal  Post  OrricE,  Jan.  16,  1815. 

Sie:  The  Postmaster  General,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred sundry  memorials  against  the  usage  of  trans- 
porting and  opening  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath,  has  the 
honor  to  report  the  following  facts  and  observations  : 

The  usage  of  transporting  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath, 
is  coeval  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
and  a  prohibition  of  that  usage  will  be  first  considered. 

The  mail  passes  every  day  in  the  week  from  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  to  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  and 
from  Wiscasset,  in  Maine,  to  Scoodic  Falls,  without 
rest  on  the  Sabbath.  And  the  same  practice  prevails 
on  the  great  route  from  Washington  City  to  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  the  Missouri  Territory  ;  and  from  that 
city  to  Tennessee,  .Mississippi  Territory,  and  New 
Orleans;  and  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  ;  and  on  several  other  great 
chains  of  communication. 

If  the  mail  was  not  to  move  on  Sunday,  on  the  first 
mentioned  route,  it  would  be  delayed  from  three  to 
four  days  in  passing  from  one  extreme  of  the  route  to 
the  other.  From  Washington  City  to  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri Territory,  the  mail  would  be  delayed  two  days. 
From  Washington  City  to  New  Orleans,  the  mail 
would  be  delayed  three  days.  From  New  Orleans  to 
Boston  It  would  be  delayed  from  four  to  five  days.  And 
generally  the  mails  would,  on  an  average,  be  retarded 
equal  to  one-seventh  part  of  the  time  now  employed, 
if  the  mails  do  not  move  on  the  Sabbath. 

On  the  smaller  cross  routes,  the  transporting  of  the 
mail  has  been  avoided  on  the  Sabbath,  except  when 
necessary  to  prevent  great  delays,  and  to  preserve  con- 
nexions with  different  routes. 

In  relation  to  opening  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath,  it 
may  be  noticed,  that  the  ninth  section  of  the  "Act  reg- 
ulating the  Post  Office  establishment,"  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  postmasters  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  hia 
office  "  every  day"  on  which  a  mail  shall  arrive  at  his 
office,  and  at  "  all  reasonable  hours"  on  every  day  of 
the  week.  When  a  mail  is  conveyed  on  the  Sabbath, 
It  must  be  op«ned  and  exchanged  at  the  offices  which 
it  may  reach  in  the  course  of  the  day.  This  operation, 
at  the  smaller  offices,  occupies  not  more  than  ten  or 
twelve  minutes;  in  some  of  the  larger  offices,  it  occu- 
pies one  hour  ;  and,  it  is  believed,  does  not  very  greatly 
interfere  with  rehgious  exercises,  as  to  the  postmasters 
themselves. 

The  practice  of  "  delivering"  letters  and  newspapers 
on  the  Sabbath  is  of  recent  origin,  and  directed  by  the 
above  quoted  section,  commencing  in  1810.  Prior  to 
that  period,  no  postmaster  (except  the  pot^tmaster  at 
Washington  City)  was  required  to  deliver  letters  and 
newspapers  on  the  Sabbath.  The  "  reasonable  hours" 
were  to  be  determined  by  the  Postmaster  General,  who 
established  the  following  regulations,  now  existing : 
"  At  post  offices  where  the  mad  arrives  on  Sunday,  the 
office  is  to  be  kept  open,  for  the  delivery  of  letters^  Ac, 
for  one  hour  after  the  arrival  and  assorting  of  the  mail ; 
but  in  case  that  would  interfere  with  the  hours  of  pub- 
lic worship,  then  the  office  is  to  be  kept  open  for  one 
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hour  afler  the  usual  time  of  dissolving  the  meetings, 
for  that  purpose."  Also,  if  the  mail  arrives  at  an  office 
too  late  for  the  delivery  of  letters  on  Saturday  night, 
the  postmaster  is  instructed  to  deliver  them  on  Sunday 
morning,  at  such  early  hour  as  not  to  entrench  upon 
the  hours  devoted  to  public  religious  exercises.  If 
these  regulations  are  not  stnclly  attended  to,  it  must 
be  impuubic  to  the  urgency  of  applicants,  and  the  com- 
plaisance of  postmasters. 

After  the  preceding  statement,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that  public  policy,  pure  morality,  und  undefiled  reli- 
gion, combine  in  favor  of  a  due  observance  of  the  Sab- 
bath. Nevertheless,  a  nation  owes  to  iuelf  an  exercise 
of  the  means  adapted  to  its  own  preservation,  and  for 
the  continuance  of  those  very  blessings  which  flow  from 
such  observance;  and  the  nation  must  sometimes  oper- 
ate, by  a  few  of  its  agents,  even  on  the  Sabbath;  and 
such  operation  may,  as  in  time  of  war.  become  indis- 
pensable, so  that  the  many  may  enjoy  an  uninterrupted 
exercise  of  religion  in  quietude  and  in  safety.  In  the 
present  sUte  of  the  nation,  it  may  be  supposed  neces- 
sary, dailv,  to  convey  Govermental  orders,  instructions, 
and  regulations,  and  to  communicate  and  receive  in- 
formation. If  this  daily  carriage  of  the  mail  be,  as 
relates  to  the  safety  of  the  nation,  a  matter  of  necessity, 
it  also  becomes  a  work  of  mercy.  When  peace  shall 
arrive,  the  necessity  will  greatly  diminish,  and  it  will 
be,  at  all  times,  a  pleasure  to  this  Department  to  pre- 
vent any  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  as  far  as  relates 
to  its  official  authority. 

The  preceding  statement  of  fact*  and  observations 
are  submitted,  with  much  respect  for  the  memorialists, 
and  with  great  deference  to  yourself  and  the  honorable 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

RETURN  J.  MEIGS,  Jk. 

Hon.  Speakeb 

Of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

YAZOO  CLAI.MS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplemental  to  the 
act  for  the  settlement  of  the  Yazoo  claims.  The 
question  yet  depending  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hall,  of  Georgia,  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill. 
is  substantially  the  same  as  that  stated  below. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Oakley 
and  Wright,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Hall  and 
Forsyth,  but  was  finally  negatived. 

The  Commiltee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill; 
and  the  amendments  made  thereto  were  agreed 
to.  Among  the  amendments  was  one  extending 
the  time  for  filing  releases,  &,c.,  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  renewed  the  motion  he 
had  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  add  a 
new  section  lo  the  bill,  which  he  now  varied  to 
read  as  follows: 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commissioners 
aforesaid,  having  decided  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the 
releases  and  assignments  of  individual  claimants,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act, 
entitled  ".\n  act  for  the  indemnification  rf  certain 
claimants  to  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory," 
shall,  in  their  report  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  certify  such  portion  of  the  claims  of  each  indi- 
vidual claimant,  as  in  justice  should  and  ought  to  be 
reserved  for  defraying  their  respective  proportions  of  all 
just  and  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  the  trustees, 
guarantees,  or  agents  of  the  companies  to  which  tliey 


respectively  belong,  and  for  which,  by  agreement  en- 
tered into  in  writing,  they  are  bound ;  which  said  por- 
tion shall  be  delivered  over  to  said  trustees,  agents,  or 
guarantees,  and  certificates  for  the  residue  to  the  indi- 
vidual himself,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  specially  author- 
ized to  receive  the  same. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Oakley 
and  Barnett,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Hali^, 
Telfair,  and  Forsyth.  The  question  on  the 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  bv  yeas  and 
nays — For  the  motion  01,  against  it  86,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bar- 
bour, Bard,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frankhn,  Ghol- 
son,  Gourdin.  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys, 
Hungcrford.  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland.  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lcfferts,  Lyle, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  .Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ring- 
gold, Roane,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup,  and  Udree. 

Nats — Messrs.  Avery,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpcper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Ely,  r  arrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hen- 
derson, Howell,  Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Macon,  .Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rugglea, 
Schureman,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  bill,  after  being  slightly  amended,  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ingham,  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  remaining  orders  of*  the 
day  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  in  order  to 
take  up  the  message  tliis  morning  received  from 
the  Senate,  respecting  their  decision  on  the 
amendments  to  the  National  Bank  bill;  which 
motion  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote — For 
the  motion  71,  against  it  73. 

After  refusing  to  take  up  several  orders  of  the 
day,  which  were  called  up — 

Mr.  Gholson  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  remainino;  orders  of  the  day  until  to-morrow, 
in  order  to  taKe  up  the  Bank  bill.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  McKee  moved  to  adjourn,  assigning  as  a 
reason  for  the  motion  that  the  hour  was  too  late, 
and  the  House  too  much  fatigued,  to  enter  into  a 
subject  of  so  great  moment. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed. 


Wednesoay,  January  18. 
Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
from  a  number  of  merchants  and  others,  praying 
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»fji<  the  esti(blishment  of  an   uniform  system  of 

llhkruptcy.  — Referred, 
j  IOq  motioji  of  Mr.  Lattimore. 
I  I fifsulced.   That  a  committee   be  appointed   to 
•0(4Uire  it)to  ilie  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
:T  "■^P^'V'^-i  and  keeping  in  repair,  so  much  of 
:tU  road  lea^mg  from  Nashville,  in  Tennessee,  to 
:.rritchez.  m    the   Mississippi   Territory,  as   is  in- 
;cj^e(l   witb^n  the  boundaries  of  the  Chickasaw 
ajd  Choctaw  nations  of  Indians;  and  also  of  re- 
rliriD?.  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  road  leading 
•f*ra  Fort  Hawking  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  to 
.tjrt   bt.   Stephens,   in   the  Territory  aforesaid; 
aid  that  the,  said  committee  have  leave  to  report 
bi  bill  or  otljerwise. 

5  -Messrs.  /.ATTiMORE,  Robertson.  Geddes 
',V  iLSON  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Cannon,  were 
a  'poiiJted  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  KiLBOCRN.  of  Ohio,  offered  for  considera- 
U  lU  the  folliiwing  resolutions: 
:  ^solved,  Ihat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
Jv^inslructrd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying 
«»yl  collecting;  an  income  tax  from  such  people  of  the 
i»|iited  Suies-  as  have  capital  vested  in  public  or  any 
kJid  of  stock,  or  m  private  loans,  or  in  any  other  way 


Jahoahy,  1815. 


^y  4iuing  proh(s  to  tr 
«"K«K^d  in  j^rofessit 
ilcZing  an  anirual  in( 
!w*ich  the  caK]  comm 
h«ing  intende.l  that  1 


s  resolu- 
nsidera- 


Vildmg  profit  to  the  owner;  and  on  (hose  who  are 
'^'^^Pssional  or  other  employments,  pro- 
>1  income  exceeding  a  certain  amount 
jwjich  the  sai.)  committee  may  think  proper  to  fix  •  u 
\^%  intende.l  that  th.s  inquiry  shall  extend  only  to 
j(V|h  capital  ot  employments  as  are  not  taxed  by  any 
filling  laws.  •'       ■' 

r  fiie^ohed,   l-hat  the  wiid  committee  be  instructed  to 
Injaire  into  tby  expediency  of  increasing  the  Ux  upon 
tht  income,  or  dividend,  of  the  capital  vested  in  the 
%e!*ral  banking:  institutions  within  the  United  States 
f>nXwbich  a  taj.  ia  now  imposed  by  law  of  Congress. 
*  i3t>   the  iji^stion   oow  to  consider  this 
|i<Ji,  the  vot*:;was  as  follows:  For  its  co 
Ji-fi  60,  ag.TJrJst  it  66. 
\  jf*Ir.  Jacks^jn,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  these 
ye|olaiions  be   printed,  with  a   view   to  calling 
jhjm  up  at  s^me  future  day.     He  could  not  see 
jiffsaid,  why  {a  vast  mass  of  property,  more  pro- 
XlVW^  than,  any  other,  not   now  taxed  at  all 
yuld  not  hK  taxed  as  well  as  all  the  land,  and 

l^rly  all  the  industry  of  the  nation. 

This   motion  was  opposed  by   Mr.  Seybert 

advocated  by  Mr.  Kilbourn,  and  negatived 

_^^.^ihe  lollo,^,,Dg  vote:  For  printing  66,  against 

\  \       PETHJION  OF  JOSHUA  PENNY. 

ijr.  Yancev,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

ESlVJ!^"^'  "°  '^^  Pe»"ion  of  Joshua  Penny  | 
^    M'     w:.c  ,o-.i   ™„.i  jIjj.  resolution  therein  con- 


e   re- 


Y|ich  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
t»ii|ed  was  concurred  in  by  the  House.— Th 
no  \  is  as  folluws  : 

I  ^hat  the  i^Miiioner  states  that,  on  the  night  of  the 

v'     u       "!*"*'•  '®^^'  *  P*^^^  °f  ""'^'^  ™en,  from  the 
sbii    Kamihes,  commanded  by  Commodore  Hardy  for 


c^r,  ed  him  by  Jorce,  and  entirely  destitute  of  clothing 
^:  the  exception  of  his  shirt,  to  that  ship,  then  Ivme 
Q<r,  .ardiner  8  bay,  where  he  was  immediately  put  in 

y 


tUI  the  20th  of  May,  1814;  that  he  was  at  that  time 
liberated  from  prison,  and  sent  to  Salem,  ,n  Massachu- 

;jl?whlT  ''1  *'r  ''!:'"^  ^^  '^«   petitioner, 

that  while  he  was  confined  on  board  the  ship  he  re 
ceiyed  nothing  for  subdistence  but  bread  and  water' 
and  that  his  treatment  was  wanton  and  crual  The 
only  cause  assigned  for  all  his  punishment  was,  that 
he  had  once  been  in  the  employment  of  Commodore 
Decatur,  as  a  pilot  to  a  torpedo.  The  petition  is  not 
accompanied  with  any  documents  to  esUblish  the  facts 
but  the  committee  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve  their' 
correctness.  The  petitioner  asks  of  Congress  "some 
compensation  on  account  of  his  great  and  uncommon 
sufferings. 

In  common  with  every  friend  of  humanity,  the  com- 
mittee sympathize  with  the  petitioner,  while  they  dep- 
recate and  abhor  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  in  such 
cruel  and  unheard-of  treatment  towards  a  citixen,  not 
in  the  military  or  naval  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment; they  cannot,  however,  adopt  the  principle,  that 
for  every  such  violation  of  the  usages  of  civilued  war- 
fere,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  the  Government  is 
bound  to  make  compensation  for  the  injury.  They 
view  the  present  as  one  of  the  multiplied  examples,  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  during  the  present  war.  of  out- 
rage  known  only  in  the  history  of  British  aggression 
and  British  warfare.  The  principle  upon  which  this 
opinion  IS  founded  has  been  esUbhshed  in  a  variety  of 
cases  during  the  present  and  last  session  of  Congress, 
rhey  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  re«)- 
lution :  ■* 

Raolvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  peUtion  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

B.\NK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  message  from  the  Senate  announcing  their 
amendments  to  the  amendments  of  this  House 
to  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub-cribers  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  first  amendment  having  been  stated  which 
proposes  to  make  the  capital  of  the  bank'thirty- 
bve  millions  instead  of  thirty  millions— 

Mr.  McKee.  of  Kentucky,  expressed  his  hope 
that  the  amendment  would  not  be  a<rreed  to 
considering  it  as  the  keystone  of  all  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  fie  could  see  no  possible 
advantages  to  result  from  the  addition  of  five 
millions  of  capital,  particularly  as  connected 
with  the  section  authorizing  the  stoppage  of  pay- 
ment in  specie.  He  could  see  no  consequence  to 
result  from  that  clause,  which  was  not  disastrous 
and  ruinous,  and  he  therefore  hoped  it  would  not 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  denied  the  appli- 
cability ol  the  remarks  of  Mr.  McKee  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate.  The  only  question, 
smce  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  expunge  the  con- 
dition of  a  permanent  loan  to  the  Government 
was  whether  the  Senate  should  be  accommoda- 
ted  by  increasing  the  capital  of  the  bank  by  the 
^'iln"l'';;!L°  "L«.- ™'''!°-  '.  f-,  in  fac't,  the 


J    i.>      .     ^    w .-.**. ijwuuic  iiaruy,  lor-.   "^^^j'huu  lurreio  OI    nve  mil  lon<  •    fnr    in   fo/^f    ,V. 


ub,  ;.  and  close  c-onfinement;  that  he  was  then  sent  to    ly  oi  tne  Dan 

*i,  where  he  was  unprisoned  and   badly  treated     if  ,LZ  ...         > 

»  '  ^  ^  treated}  ,f  the  war  continued,  the  bank  must  sooner  or 


^  --'uuiitiu^   iiic  suspen- 

sion  of  specie  payment  was  immaterial,  unless 
ttiat  It  IS  more  expedient  to  incorporate  such  a 
provision  at  once,  than  yield  it  to  the  importuni- 
ty ol  the  bank  hereafter.     For  he  had  no  doubt 
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later  suspend  specie  payment ;  eren  the  banks  of 
Kentucky  and  Ohio  (whe.'e  specie  abounded) 
had  at  length  been  compelled  in  self-defence  to 
stop  payment  of  specie.  The  advantage  to  Gov- 
ernment m  the  proposed  amendment,  Mr.  H. 
argued,  would  be  found  in  the  taking  out  of  the 
market  so  much  more  of  the  war  stock,  dw:. 
Something,  he  contended,  was  due  lo  the  Sen- 
ate, in  the  spirit  of  accommodation  which  that 
body  had  exhibited  in  yielding  so  far  to  the  wish- 
es of  the  House,  as  to  accept  the  greater  part  of 
the  amendments;  and  particularly  inasmuch  as, 
in  several  cases  of  difference  with  that  body,  the 
House  had  exhibited  much  pertinacity  in  adher- 
ing to  lis  peculiar  opiriions.  (tc.  He  treated  as 
altogether  ideal  the  argument  of  danger  to  the 
existence  of  the  Republic  from  the  refusal  to  in- 
corporate a  bank.  He  had.  he  said,  higher  opin- 
ions of  the  destinies  of  this  Government,  and  of 
its  durability  and  ability  to  overcome  every  diffi- 
culty ;  opinions  which  gained  ground  by  every 
day's  experience,  dtc. 

Mr.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  say, 
that  he  and  those  with  whom  he  had  acted,  in 
the  concessions  they  had  made  relative  to  the 
features  of  the  bank  bill,  had  gone  as  far  as  they 
could  go,  and  lurther  than  they  had  originally 
intended,  in  order  to  conciliate  with  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  After  they  had 
done  this,  it  could  not  be  expected,  he  said,  that 
they  should  recede.  He  wished  it,  therefore,  to 
be  understood,  that,  while  he  should  be  happy  to 

Eay  all  due  respect  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
.egislature,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
should  yield  up  to  them  their  honest  convictions  ; 
and  therefore  that  they  could  not  yield  their 
assent  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  made  a  speech  of 
some  length  expressive  of  his  hope  that  a  spirit 
of  accommodation  would  have  induced  the  House 
at  once  to  have  acceded  to  the  am^-ndments  of 
the  Senate,  which  he  deemed  advantageous.  He 
considered  it  particularly  important  that  a  pro- 
vision should  exist  to  prevent  the  agents  or 
friends  of  the  enemy  from  drawing  all  its  specie 
from  the  vaults  of  the  bank.  The  state  of  war 
he  considered  as  changing  essentially  the  usual 
stale  of  mercantile  operations,  and  requiring  from 
the  banks  a  suspension  of  payments  in  specie. 
He  concluded  his  speech  with  the  following 
quotations  from  legal  authorities:  '■'Inter  arma 
leges  silent ;"  ''  yecessilas  nan  habet  legem.'''' 

Mr.  Ghosvenor,  of  New  York,  after  remark- 
ing that  he  felt  not  at  all  encumbered  by  the 
stipulations  of  compromise,  inasmuch  as  he  was 
not  a  party  to  it.  having  voted  against  the  bill, 
proceeded  to  assign  the  reason  why  he  should 
vote  for  this  amendment.  He  found  himself 
obliged  to  do  so  from  a  regard  lo  his  own  consist- 
ency ;  for  though  he  doubted  of  the  efficacy  of 
any  bank  that  could  be  established,  he  was  pretty 
certain  that  the  plan  of  the  bank  would  be  im- 
proved by  the  addition  to  its  capital  proposed  by 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  advocated  at  some 
lent'ih   the  adoption  of  the  amendments  of  the 


Senate.  He  believed  the  addition  of  five  mil- 
lions to  the  capital  of  the  bank  would  operate  as 
a  benefit  to  the  Government,  by  taking  so  much 
of  the  slock  out  of  the  market,  &,c.  He  denied 
the  necessity,  or  even  the  propriety  of  any  part 
of  the  House  sacrificing  their  views  of  the  na- 
tional interest  in  any  ideas  of  compromise  or 
conciliation.  At  least,  he  disclaimed,  for  him- 
self, the  operation  of  any  such  consideration  on 
him. 

Mr.  Ccthbert,  of  Georgia,  made  a  speech  of 
some  length  against  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  considered  thern  as  inseparably  con- 
nected with  each  other,  and  being  so,  he  was 
altogether  opposed  to  them.  To  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration  he  was  particularly  op- 
posed, because  by  extending  the  quantity  of  war 
slock  to  be  purchased,  the  ability  to  purchase 
Treasury  notes  would  be  so  far  diminished,  and 
the  immediate  benefits  to  the  Government  so  far 
curtailed.  Mr.  C.  also  dwell  with  some  empha- 
sis on  the  propriety  of  carrying  into  effect  in 
good  faith  the  compromise,  by  the  aid  of  which 
the  bill  had  passed  this  House  in  the  form  in 
which  it  had  been  returned  to  the  Senate,  dtc. 

Mr.  Forsyth  denied  the  operation  on  him  of 
the  compromises  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in 
regard  lo  this  question.  He  was  no  party  to  it, 
and  was  ignorant  of  its  terms.  If  the  agreement 
had  been  in  writing,  he  should  like  to  see  the 
names  signed  to  it;  to  know  who  it  was  that 
was  willing  lo  bind  the  solid  interests  of  the  coun- 
try as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  con- 
ciliation. 

Considerable  further  debate  look  place  on  this 
amendment,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Telfair,  of  Georgia. 
Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Alston,  of 
North  Carolina,  denied  the  authority  of  the 
compromise  alleged  to  have  taken  place  on  a 
former  occasion,  which  was  on  the  other  hand 
asserted  by  Mr.  Ccthbert  and  Mr.  Oakley,  and 
incidentally  by  Mr.  McKee.  The  first  named 
gentlemen  supported  tht'  amendment,  and  the 
latter  opposed  the  amendment.  Mr.  Hawkins, 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  look  occasion  lo  pay 
a  high  tribute  to  the  talents  and  independence  of 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  which 
he  challenged  a  denial. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  in  conclusion  of  the  debate,  by 
way  of  disproving  the  obligation  of  the  Repub- 
lican to  conciliate  the  Federal  side  of  the  House 
on  any  question  affecting  the  National  Bank, 
quoted  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  re- 
consideration of  the  bill,  (after  it  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,)  from 
which  It  appeared  that  of  the  fifty-four  who 
voted  against  reconsideration,  but  six  belonged 
to  the  Republican  side  of  the  House. 

The  question  on  concurrence  in  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate  was  finally  decided  in 
the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  amend- 
ment 80,  against  it  87,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andercon,  Av- 
ery. Barbour,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well, Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenui,  Comslock,  Con- 
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^^  Conard,  ^reightoo,  Crouch,  Daru  of  Penniyl- 

Vii^,  Denoy^les.  Deaha,  Eppes*.  Findley,  Fisk  of 
\«^ogont,  Fwktof  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
Ir^'Jvholaon,  (^ourilin,  (Jriffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Har- 
r;a>$awe8,  Hi^wkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Hfluphreys,  Ipgcrsoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of 
Vilfjnia.  Johnion  of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
>,  King  o!|  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lewia,  Lyle, 
.'■n,  McCo^,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mur- 
'Nelson,  N|ewton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
«ants,  Rea^  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
,  Ringgoldj  Roane,  6age,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Penn- 
oia,  Smitli  of  Virginia,  Strong, TannehiU,  Telfair, 
Til  ap,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 

4TS — Mestirs.  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chi»etts,  Bayljr  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd, 
Br    Ibury,  Bre<tkenridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton, 


Proceedings. 


Jandart,  1815. 


The  bill  to  alter  aod  amend  the  several  acts 
establishing  a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  there- 
to a  Board  of  Conimissioners,  went  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after  being 
amended,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  post- 
poned till  tomorrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  letter  of 
Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  of  this  House,  touching 
the  destruction,  by  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  of  the 
vouchers,  for  the  contingent  expenditures  of  his 
office  ;  and,  after  considerable  debate,  the  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  committee  was  amended  so 
as  to  read  as  follows,  and  (hen  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  be  credited  at  the  proper  office  in 
CAoun,  Chanipion.Ciliey.  dark.  Cooper,  Cox,^Craw-  '^*  Treasury  Department  for  the  sum  of  $30,668  78, 
for  ,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  ;  ^"'^  *"*^^  further  sums  as  he  shall  exhibit  satisfactory 
M.-  sachusetts,;  Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Evans,  Farrow,  1  evidence  of  having  properly  paid  for  expenditures  on 
(J«  'on,  Geddei^  Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  !  account  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of 
Hr  irel^Hungefford,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Representatives  since  his  last  settlement;  and  that  a 
io\  iison  of  Vijginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  copy  of  this  and  the  former  report  of  the  committee  be 
K.<  t  of  Maryland,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  filed  in  the  Auditor's  office. 
Lcj^tt,  Lownc^s,  .Markell,  .McKee,  Miller,  Moseley, 
Of*|ley,  Pearsoii,  Pickering,  Pitkin.  Potter,  John  Reed, 
_^^iam  Reed,  .Robertson,  Rugglcs,  Schureinan,  Sey 


Friday,  January  20. 


W|,|e,   VVilcoiJ,  Wilson  of    .Massachusetts,    Winter, 
WmhI,  and  Yaijcey. 

;  #ie  other  rjiaterial  amendments  were  also  dis- 
ag*f  d  to.  aJ'trtr  debate. 

|niong  otiiiers,  wa^  the  amendment  going  to 
roi  stale  the  payment  in  the  specie  suspending 
seAifjn.  on  wpich  the  vote  was — for  reinstating 
8p>jj»ainst  it  *5. 

;  •*<*  the  Hoi^ie  refust-d  to  reinstate  that  section. 

IJp^e  Hous¥.  after  agreeing  to  some  trivial 
ai«BiJdraents,««etermined  to  insist  on  those  of  their 
anwudments  to  which  the  Senate  had  disat^reed. 


Thursday,  January  19. 
•fte.  House  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 
bi*tor  the  relief  of  Btnjamin  Wells,  and  others  ; 
aof^tt  was  orc^red  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
t^'v^  time  tivMorrow. 

i  01  CuappiJll,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
li^jpary  Cia^s.  to  whom  was  referred  the  peli- 
ttoJ  of  Amy;Dardin,  made  a  detailed  report 
ttJfct^on,  accorjipanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
th'l  legal  repitsenta lives  of  the  heirs  of  David 
D»|Oin,  decear^ed;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

•  he  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 
ac^passed  at  the  last  session  for  the  indemnifica- 
t'o?  of  certaiij  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Miiissippi  T^ritory,  was  read  the  third  time  as 
anSuded.  and'^passed. 

■he  bill  for*  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ord- 
na^e  departn*ent.  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ja./.es  Brahatiy,  passed  through  the  Committee 
ol  Jhe  Whole.^and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for4  ,third  reaiiiog. 

« 
/ 
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bath,  and  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General 
relating  thereto,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

"That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  deeming  it  of  great  national  importance,  particu- 
larly in  time  of  war,  that  no  delay  should  attend  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  they  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  interfere  with  the  present  arrangements  of  the  Post 
Office  Establi:ibment ;  and,  therefore,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners." 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the  Post 
Office  Establishment;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  to  the  House  the  Senate's  bill 
giving  further  time  to  complete  the  surveys,  and 
obtain  patents  for  lands  located  under  Virginia 
Revolutionary  land  warrants  ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
with  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  on  the 
volunteer  bill,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  alier  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners. 

Mr.  KiNQ,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  limit  its  duration  to  the  contin- 
uance of  the  present  war,  which  motion  was 
negatived  ;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  Wells,  and  others; 
the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  oi  the  Ordnance 
department  ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Bratiany  ;  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Perkins;  the 
bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  a  certain  aci  of  li.e  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Arnold  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Farrington  Bar- 
calow  ;  the  bill  concerning  Weston  Jenkins,  and 
others  ;  and  the  bill  concerning  Matthew  Guy 
and  others,  severally  passed  through  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Saturday,  January  21. 

Mr.  Lattlmohe  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  the  amount  of  losses  sustained  by  citizens  of 
the  said  Territory,  in  the  present  war  against  the 
Creek  Indians  may  be  ascertained,  in  order  that 
the  sufferers  may  be  indemnified  in  lands  to  be 
acquired  from  said  Indians. — Referred. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  another  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  the  inhabitants  of  said  Territory  may  be 
authorized  to  form  a  Convention  for  the  adop- 
tion of  a  Constitution,  and  that  the  said  Terri- 
tory may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  Slate. 

Ordered,  Thet  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  18ih  instant, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  certain 
roads  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Clabk  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Rtsoived,  That  Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  of  the 
HouFe  of  Representatives,  be  removed  from  office ; 
that  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a  Clerk. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  establishing  a  Navy  Department,  by 
adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  manner  of  con- 
tracts and   purchases  in   the   Navy  Department. 
'  and  for  promoting  economy  therein,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Per- 
kins was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Matthew  Guy. 
John  Woodward.  Samuel  Tennison.and  Wilfred 
Drury,  was  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Weston  Jenkins 
and  others,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pas.'-ed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ar- 
nold was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  ilself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  acts  ••  more 
eflfectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States;  and.  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  qd  the  table. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky. 

Ordered,  Thai  General  Winder  have  leave  to 
withdraw  the  original  documents,  accompanying 
his  communication  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the 
enemy,  in  his  recent  enterprise  against  the  City 
of  Washington  and  the  neighboring  town  of 
Alexandria,  and  reported  by  the  commiitee  of 
the  House;  the  Clerk  of  the  House  first  taking 
and  retaining  copies  of  such  of  them  as  have  not 
been  printed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  lo  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  "supplemen- 
tary to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  publfc 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  with  amend- 
ment. The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  informed 
the  House  tliai  the  Senate  have  adopted  the  mod- 
ification proposed  by  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendments  depending  to  the  bill  "  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  lo  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate 
and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  services 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales,"  with 
an  amendment. 

The  report  of  the  commiitee  of  conference  was 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

STATE  OF  THE  TRE.\8URY. 

Mr.  Eppes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  exhibiting 
a  view  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  at  the  close  of  the  year  1814;  which  was 
read, and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

Theasiht   Departmeivt,  Jan.  17,  1816. 

Sir:  I  have  deemed  it  hitherto  my  duty  to  wait, 
with  deference  and  respect,  for  a  decision  upon  the 
measures  which  I  had  the  honor  to  suggest  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  on  the  17th  October 
last.  But  the  rapid  approach*  to  the  termination  of 
the  session  of  Congress  induces  me  again  to  trespass 
upon  your  attention,  earlier,  perhaps,  than  is  consist- 
ent with  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  situation  of  the 
Treasury,  as  some  important  plans  are  still  under  le- 
gislative discussion.  I  have  now,  however,  the  honor 
to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  the  following  additional  statements 
and  propositions: 

•TATEME5TS. 

I.  Statement  of  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1814. 

I.  The  charges  on  the  Treasury  for  1814. 
It  appears,  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  1813,  there 
was  a  general  balance  of  the  appropriations  for  that 
year,  remaining  unsatisfied,  and  subject  to  be  called 
for  at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1814,  amounting  to 
about  $8,131,31.3  03,  and  composed  of  the  following 
items  : 

Of  the   appropriations  for  the  civil  de- 
partment, about         .         -         -         -  $390,499  07 
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C|  the  appDpf-iation  for  the  military  de- 
fc)«rtment     ...... 

t*  ibe  appropiuation  for  naval  department 

Ct  "the  approjtnatioa  fpr   the  diplomatic 

i   fdepartmeat       -         -         -         .         . 

(^  the  appropriation  for  miscellaneous 

'icrvicea    -  I      . 

{ 


2,666,230  33 

3,611,240  75 

253,846  62 

1,209.496  26 


annual  a<>propriations  for  the  year 
il814,  amoiCnted  to  the  sura  of 
I  I  38,003,691  28 

Tfle  sum  necessary  to  meet 

.  ilhe  engajekients,  in  re- 
lation to  th<  public  debt, 
♦  was  about-}        -         •  11,560,586  39 


$8,131,313  03 


1   ( 


I 

I'.te  gross  chaiVge  on  tb^  Treasury  for  the 


49,563,277  67 


rear 


57,694,590  70 


1814,*! 

Wa  t/f  and  Mtans  of  the  Treasury  for  1814. 
aharge    upon    the   Treasury  for  the  year 


Tht 
.  J  The  gross 

<l|l  l,amouat^g  to  $5^,694,590  70,  included, as  above 
■lAted,  the   balance  of  the  appropriations  of  1813,  re- 
ining uiisa^i.stied,  at   the  close  uf  that  year.     It  is, 

t^'fefore,  prol^r  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury, 

tt^'OutstandiMg    revenue    and    resources,  at   the  com- 

D_iicement  of  the  year    1814,  and    these  consisted  of 

tUc  following  Htemg  : 

((*  xash   in  tjie  Treasury  on  the    Ist  of 

JijVnaar)',  1S14         -         .         .         .  $5,196,482  00 

Cf  Tcvenue  rjceived  at  the  Treasury  in 
•  •  tiiefirstquai-terof  lbl4    4,236,062  28 

(^  revenue  rej-eived  in  the 


'J' 

l&£Cond  quarter 


revenue  received  in  the 
•  third  quart* 
( ■  revenue  received  in  ihe 
rfourth    quaAer,  by  e*ti- 
« 


2,822,108  05 
2,313,183  20 


-   1,920,000  00 


-  3,592,665  00 


1,070,000  00 


4,662,666  00 


'mate  - 

;   ?  f  11,311,353  53 

i(V  the  procetils  of  loans 
•  Jcontracled  {or   in  1813, 
'  iS^nd  paid  in^  1814 
Cc'the  proiee^is  of  Trpas 

fiiry  notes  irsued  under 

t^e  act  of  1^1 3,  and  re- 

icieived  in  1^14     - 

;  I;  ! 

>f  J'khe  amouijtof  the  loan 
'  ,i{uthonzed  ',  y  the  act  of 

the  24ih  Murch,  18 i4    25,000,000  00 
C  I  the  amounj  of  the  loan 
'    authorized  jy  the  ac*  of 
'15th  Novel  iber,  1814  -  3,000,000  00 

^  28,000,000  00 

<>^f  the  amoufjt  of  Trr.as- 

a^thorized  to 

act  of 

1814    5,000,000  00 
V»  the  amojru  of  Trc&su- 
\  ry  notesautiiorized  tc»be 
issued  by  \.\^  act  of  De- 
cember 26,;J814 


<»f  the  amoufjt  of  1 

iury  noten  s^thorij 
be  issued  tAr  the  i 
.the  4th  of  March, 


-  3,000,000  00 


8,000,000  00 


$57,170,600  53 


I 


From  this  statement,  therefore,  it  appears 
That   the  charges  on   the  Treasury  for 

1814  amounted  to    -  -  .  .  67,694,590  70 

That    the    Ways    and    .Means     of   the 

Treasury  for  1814  amounted  to        •  57,170,500  53 


$524,090   17 


And  this  excess  of  charges  on  the  Treasury  amount- 
ing to  524,090  17-100  dollars,  beyond  the'ways  and 
means,  actually  appropriated,  will  be  payable  out  of 
the  revenue,  uncollected  on  the  3l8t  of  December,  1814. 
But,  independent  of  the  general  view  thus  taken  of  the 
existing  charges  on  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  ways  and 
means  designated  by  law,  for  the  service  of  1814,  it  is 
necessary  to  present  a  statement  of  the  actual  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  that  year. 

The  actual  receipts  at  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1814,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $40,007,661   53,  and 
consisted  of  the  following  items  : 
The  cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1814, 

amounted,  as  above  stated  to  -  -  $5,198,482  00 
The  revenue  received  at  the  Treasury, 

during  the  year    1814,  amounted,  as 

above  stated  to        -         -         - 
The  cash  received  at  the  Treasury,  in 

the  year  1814,  on  account  of  the  loans 

and  issues  of  Treasury  notes  author- 
ized  in    1813,    amounted,  as    above 

stated,  to         -         -         -         -         . 
The  cash  received  at   the  Treasury  on 

account  of  the  loans  authorized   in 

1814,  amounted,  in  the  second  quar- 
ter, to  -  -         -  6,087,014  00 
In  the  third  quarter,  to  •  2,815,060  00 
In  the  fourth  quarter,  by 

estimate,  to         -         -  2,707,810  00 


-   11.311,353  53 


4,662,665  00 


The  cash   received  at  the  Treasury  on 

account  of   the    issues   of  Treasury 

notes,  authorized  in  1814,  amounted, 

in  the  second  quarter,  to  1,392,100  00 

In  the  third  quarter,  to  -  1,603,900  00 

In  the  fourth  quarter,  to    4,231,280  00 


11,609,881  00 


7,227,280  00 
40,007,661    53 


The  actual  disbursements  at  the  Treas- 
ury, during  1814,  (taking  a  part  of 
the  fourth  quarter  by  estimate,) 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  $38,273,619 
28,  and  consisted  of  the  following 
payments  : 

For  the  civil  department-     933,327  97 

For    miscellaneous     ser- 
vices -         -         .         -  1,207,492  30 

For    the    diplomatic    de- 
partment   -         -         -     206,306  52 

For  the   military  depart- 
ment -         -  20,510,238  00 

For  the  naval  department  7,312,899  90 

For  the  public  debt         -  8,103,354   59 


38,273,619  28 


The  estimated  balance  of  cash  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1814,  being 


1,734,042  25 


To  these  views  however,  first,  of  the  general  charges 
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on  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  ways  and  means  desig- 
nated by  law,  fur  the  service  of  1814  ;  and  Kcond,  of 
the  actual  receipts  and  disbursements  at  the  Treasury, 
during  that  year,  it  is  proper  to  add  a  islatemcnt  of  the 
result,  showing  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
end  of  1814,  in  relation  to  the  unsatutied  demands,  and 
to  the  unexpended  ways  and  means. 

The  unsatisfied  demands  on  the  Treasury  at  the 
close  of  1814,  amounted  to  $19,420,971  42,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  balances  of  appropriations  for  the  follow- 
ing objects : 

For  the  civil  department        -  -         -   $519,967    11 

For  miscellaneous  services  -  -  .  1,285,682  36 
For  the  diplomatic  department  •  -  230,940  10 
For  the  miliUry  department  -         -  9,458,898  33 

For  the  naval  department  -  -  •  4,468,251  72 
For  the  public  debt       ....  3,457,231   80 


The  unexpended  amount  of  the  ways 

and  means  provided  for    1814,  was  the 

sum  of  $23,396,881   25,  and   consisted 

of  the  following  items  : 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814,  estimated  at  1,734,042  25 

Revenue    uncollected   and 

ouUtanding,  estimated  at  4,500,000  00 

Authority  to  borrow  money 
and  to  issue  Treasury 
Notes,  not  executed,  or 
not  yet  productive,  under 
acU  of  the  4ih  and  24th 
of  March,  1814      -  8,162,839  00 

Stock  sent  to  Europe  3,000,- 
000;  under  act  of  Novem- 
ber 15,  1814,  $3,000,000; 
under  act  of  Decern.  26, 
1814,  $3,000,000  -  9,000,000  00 


19,420,971   42 


-23,396,881   25 


The  surplus  of  ways  and  means,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  service  of  1814,  includ- 
ing revenue  and  the  unexecuted  au- 
thority to  borrow,  and  to  issue  Trea 
sury  notes,  is  therefore 


-  3,975,909  83 


The  conclusion  from  this  statement  of  the  situation 
of  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  1814,  under  the  differ- 
ent views  which  have  been  presented,  would  seem  to 
establish,  that  the  ways  and  means  provided  for  the 
service  of  that  year  were  considerably  more  than  the 
demands  on  the  Treasury  would  require.  But  it  must 
always  be  recollected  that  the  demands  are  positive 
and  urgent ;  while  a  great  portion  of  the  ways  and 
means  rests  upon  a  precarious  foundation.  Thus: 
The  unsatisfied  demands  on  the  Treasury  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1814,  pc-^itive  and    urgent  in   their   nature, 

amount  to $19,420,971  42 

The  cash  in  the  Treasury  and  the 
outsunding  revenue  only  amount 
to 6,234,042  25 


13,186,929   17 


And,  consequently,  the  payment  of  the  difference, 

amounting  to  $13,186,929  17,  for  the  service  of  1814, 

must  depend  on  the  success  of  raising  money  by  loan, 

or  by  issues  of  Treasury  notes,  under  the  unexecuted 
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authority,  constituting  the  remainmg  wavs  and  means 
designated  for  the  same  year. 

II.  Statement  of  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  year  1815.  ' 

1.   The  charges  upon  the  Treasury  for  ihe  year  1815, 

as  already  ascertained. 
The  estimates  for  the  annual   appropriations  amount 

to    $40,538,889    39,   consisting    of    the    following 

items : 
For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 

expenses  -  -  -  .  .  $1,979,289  39 
For  the  railiUry  department  -  -  30,342,238  00 
For  the  naval  department  -         .      8  217  362  00 


The  public  debt  will  call  for  a  sum  of 
$15,493,145  30,  to  answer  the  fol- 
lowing claims : 

For  interest  and  reimbursement  of 
stocks  existing  before  the  war,  the 
sum  of      -         -         .  3,452,775  46 

For  interest  on  the  fund- 
ed debt  created  since 
the  war     -         -  2,922,816  72 

For  the  interest  on  loans 
to  be  effected  in  1815, 
by  estimate        -         -  1,500,000  00 

For  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  Treasury 
notes  falling  due  in 
1815,  and  on  the  Ist 
of  January,  1816       -  7,617,553   12 


40,538,889  39 


15,493,145  30 
56,032,034  69 


From  this  view  it  appears,  that  ways  and  means 
must  now  be  provided  for  an  expenditure  of  the  sum  of 
$56,032,034  69,  in  the  year  1815,  independent  of  such 
additions  as  may  arise  from  the  contemplated  estab- 
lishment of  a  sinking  fund,  in  relation  to  the  public 
debt  created  since  the  war,  and  from  any  other  new 
object  of  expense,  which  shall  be  authorized  during 
the  present  year. 

2.   The  Ways  and  Means  of  the   Treasury  for  1816. 
The  ouuianding  and  uncollected  revenue,  at  the 
commencement  of  1815.  has  been  considered  as  appli- 
cable to  the  payment  of  the  unsatisfied  balances  of  the 
appropriations   for    the    preceding   year;  and,  conse- 
quently, only  such  parts  of  the  revenue  as  shall  ac- 
crue, and  be  actually  received  at  the  Treasury,  during 
1815,  can  be  embraced  in  the  resources  for  the  current 
service.     But  it  also  follows,  from  that  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  the   Treasury  is  entitled   to  be  credited    in 
1815,   for   the   excess,   m    the    provision  of  ways  and 
means,  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  1814. 
This  excess,  consisting  of  cash,  of  ouUtanding  rev- 
enue, and   of  an    authority  to   borrow,  or   to   issue 
Treasury  notes,   amounts,   as  above   stated,  to   the 

sum  of $3,975,'tK»9  83 

The  net  sum  receivable  into  the  Trea- 
sury in  the  year  1815,  for  the  duties 
on  goods  imported  during  that  year, 
cannot  be  saiely  estimated  at  a  great- 
er sum  than 1,000,000  00 

The  direct  tax  will  probably  give  to  the 
Treasury,  during  the  year  1816,  a 
sum  of 2,000,000  00 


|091 

j^.  or  R. 


i 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1092 


r 


State  of  the  Finaivces. 


January,  1815. 


intemapdutied,  nld  and  new,  and 
postage,  on  an  Cftimate  which  is 
plated  in  t,ie  schedule  A,  will  prob- 
iably  produce,  in  the  year  1815,  a 
sum  of      '      - 


^he  sales  of  oublic  lands  will  probablj 
produce,  i^  the  year  1815,  a  sum  of 
be 
Ifr 

f 


'be    amoun|   of    incidental    receipts, 
Ifrom     niisrellaneous     sources,    will 
:  probably  bj; 


I 


$7,050,000  00 
1,000,000  00 

100,000  00 
15,125,909  83 
debt 


lit   it    app*iirs   that  the  single   itera  of  public 

(Will  require,  in  the  year  1815,  a  sum  of— 

I  ■    I  $15,493,145  30 

>Jid  that  th«j  revenue  (independent  of 
jlhe   exces^  of  the  authority  to  bor- 

I  Jrow,    &c.,*  brought    from    the    last 
^year's  waw  and  means)  will  only  be     11,150,000  00 


4,343,145  30 


.paving  a  d»;ficiency,  in  that  respect 

1>alone,  of  J  - 
I 
^  a  more  general  view,  however,  it  is  to  be  stated, 
jthat  the  lihargcs  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  year 
J1815,  am(funt  to  the  sum  of-         -  $56,032,034  69 

\  (amount  Owly  to 

rpd    that  w^ys  and    means   must  be 
'jprovidcj  t,')  raife  the  deficit  of 


^"tiat  the  existing   sources  of  supply 
^jami 


15,125,909  83 
40,906,124  86 


'It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  estimates  of  the  pro- 
^ijct  of  the  direct  tax,  and  of  the  new  internal  duties, 
re  appiicab^  only  to  the   present  year ;   and   that,  in 
|r/ery  suci!e.iding  year,    the   amount  will   be   greatly 
mgmented.  i 
'It  must  al.'o  be  repeated,  that  in  the  statements  now 
|>fe8cnted,  no  provision    is  inserted   for    the   contem- 
iiFated  sinkir,^  fund;    nor  for  the  payment  of  a  consid- 
[rablc  amou4it  of  unliquidated  claims  upon  the  Gov- 
►tn me nt  far -services  and    supplies;   as  these  objects 
[aem  to  reqmre  a  distinct  consideration. 
^1  I  Propositions. 

V|I.  It  is  resjpectfully  proposed  that  provision  be  made 
■^d  raise  a  suiu  of  $10,906,124  86,  in  addition  to  the 
jp^ount  01  the  existing  revenue,  for  the  service  of  the 
^(^ar  1815— partly  by  taxes,  partly  by  an  issue  of  Trea- 

}iiry  notes  and  partly  by  an  authority  to  procure  money 
jj  loan, 
ill.  It  IS  respectfully  proposed  that  an  additional  sum 
giX  raised  by  ^axes,  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,000  ;  and 
K»at  the  followmg  objecU,  or  a  selection  from  these  ob- 
'l^ts  of  taxation,  graduated  in  the  amount  to  produce 
jl^at  sum,  ta  be  made  equally  productive,  shall   form 
jtue  basis  of  ^e  additional  levy  : 
;  A  tax  up<ni  inheritances  and  devises,  to 
be  paid  by  the  heirs  or  devisees,  may  be 

•made  to  p«oduce $900,000 

;  A  Ux  upoji  bequests,  legacies,  and  sUtu- 
•tory  distribution,  t..  be  paid  by  the  lega- 
;  tees  or  legil  representatives,  may  be  made 
to  produc«v   -•:.-..        500,000 
;(.  An  auxilii-ry  tax  upon  all  testamentary 
instruments  and  letters  of  administration, 
to  be  paid -by  the  executors  or  admioia- 
■trators,  m^y  l>e  made  to  produce    •         -         200,000 
,  A  tax  up«n  legal  process  and  proceed 
iogs  in  tb^  courts  of  the  United  States, 


\ 

} 

« 

i 

i 

* 

i 

; 

( 

t 

to  b«  paid  by  the  parties  at  the  time  of 
taking  out  the  process,  or  entering  the 
proceedings,  may  be  made  to  produce    •     $250,000 

5.  A  tax  upon  conveyances,  mortgages,  and 
leases,  to  be  paid  by  the  grantees,  mort- 
gagees, and   lessees,   may  be   made  to 

produce 300,000 

6.  A  stamp  tax  upon  bonds,  penal  bills, 
warrants  of  attorney,  notarial  instru- 
ments, policies  of  insurance,  all  negotia- 
ble notes,  protests  of  bills  of  exchange 
and  promissory  notes,  bills  of  sale,  and 
hypothecations  of  vessels,  bottomry  and 
respondentia    bonds,    may  be   made    to 

produce 400,000 

7.  A  tax  of  one  dollar  upon  every  barrel  of 
whcaten  flour,  to  \)e  paid  by  the  miller, 

may  be  made  to  produce        -  -  -     3,500,000 

8.  A  tax  upon  the  dividends  (other  than  the 
dividends  of  banks,)  and  upon  the  sale 
and  transfer  of  the  stocks  of  banks,  insu- 
rance companies,  and  other  corporations, 
operating  for  profit  upon  a  money  capi- 
tal, may  be  made  to  produce  -  -  600,000 
An  income  tax  may  easily  be  made  to 
produce 3,000,000 


9. 


III.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  additional 
sum  to  be  raised  by  the  specified  taxes  shall  be  appro- 
priated as  follows  : 

1.  Towards  establishing  a  sinking  fund,  in 
relation  to  the  public  debt,  created  since 
the  war $ 

2.  Towards  the  payment  of  principal  and 
interest  of  the  Treasury  notes,  to  be  issued 
in  the  manner  hereafter  suggested 

3.  Towards  defraying  the  ex{>ensefl  of  the 
present  year  ..... 


Toul 


IV.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  there  shall  be  an 
emission  of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1815,  to  the  amount  of  $15,000,000,  on  the  following 
plan  : 

1.  The  denominations  of  the  notes  shall  be  such  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President,  may  direct. 

2.  The  notes  of  the  denomination  of  $100  and  up- 
wards shall  be  made  payable  to  order,  and  shall  bear 
an  interest  of  5  2-5  per  cent,  per  nnnum. 

3.  The  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  $100,  and 
not  less  than  $20,  shall  be  payable  to  order,  and  bear 
an  interest  at  the  same  rate  ;  or  shall  be  payable  to 
bearer,  and  bear  no  interest;  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  shall  direct. 

4.  The  notes  of  a  denomination  under  $20  shall  be 
made  payable  to  the  bearer,  and  shall  be  circulated 
without  interest. 

5.  The  notes  shall  be  iesued,  and  be  made  payable 
to  the  Treasury  only  ;  but,  any  portion  of  them  may 
be  deposited  with  the  loan  officers  of  banks  throughout 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  being  put  into 
general  circulation. 

6.  The  holders  of  the  Treasury  notes  not  bearing 
an  interest  may  at  any  time  exchange  them,  in  sums 
not  less  than  $100,  for  certificates  of  public  stock  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  7  per  cent,  per  anmun,  and  irre- 
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deemable  for  twelve  years  from  the  date  of  the  certifi. 
cates  respectively. 

7.  The  notes  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  of 
the  United  States,  but  in  such  cases  they  may  be  re- 
issued. 

8.  The  notes  shall  be  payable  by  annual  instalment, 
according  to  their  dates,  and  in  the  manner  to  be  noti- 
fied by  the  Treasury,  to  wit : 
In  1816,  the  sum  of,  (one-fifth) 


H.orR. 


In  1817, 

do. 

do. 

In  1818, 

do. 

do. 

In  1819, 

do. 

do. 

In  1820, 

do. 

do. 

Toul 

. 

• 

-  $3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 

$16,000,00"() 


9.  The  reimbursement  of  the  notes  shall  be  effected, 
according  to  the  instalments,  either  by  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  to  the  holders,  or  by  taking 
out  of  circulation  and  destroying  the  amount  of  the 
instalment  m  notes  which  have  been  paid  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  duties,  taxes,  or  other  demands. 

10.  There  shall  be  an  appropriation  of  such  a  por- 
tion of  the  taxes,  above  specified,  as  will  be  adequate  to 
the  payment  of  the  successive  instalments  of  the  notes  ; 
and  the  faith  of  the  United  Slates  should  be  pledged 
to  make  good  any  deficiency. 

11.  There  shall  be  no  additional  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  except  upon  a  specific  pledge  of  the  same  taxes, 
or  of  other  competent  taxes,  to  an  amount  equal  to  the 
reimbursement  of  the  notes,  according  to  the  stipu- 
lated instalments. 

v.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  authority  should 
be  given  to  the  President  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
$2.%000,000.  on  the  faith  of  ihe  United  State*. 

1.  The  loan  to  be  accepted  on  the  most  advantage- 
ous terms  that  can  be  obtained. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  loan,  for  the  payment  and 
security  of  principal  and  interest,  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  rest  of  the  funded  debt  created 
since  the  war. 

If  the  propositions  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  should  be  adopted, 
the  Treasury  will  be  placed  on  the  following  footing 
for  the  year  1815  : 

1.  The  ascertained  demands  upon  the 

Treasury  amount  to         .         -  $56,032,034  69 

2.  The  existing  sources  

of   revenue  and  sup- 
ply will  produce  $11,150,000  00 

3.  The  excess  of  out- 
standing revenue,  and 
of  authority  to  borrow 
money  and  to  issue 
Treasury  notes  for  the 
service  of  1 8 14,  be- 
yond the  demand,  is 
estimated  at 

4.  The  taxes  now  pro- 
posed are  estimated  to 
produce,  for  1815 

5.  The  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1815,  will  pro- 
duce ... 

6.  The  authority  to  raise 
money  by  loan,  for  the 
serv.ce   of    1815,  ei- 


3,975,909  83 


5,000,000  00 


15,000,000  00 


tends  to 


-  25,000,000  00 


60,125,909  83 


The  demands  on  the  Treasury,  as  above, 

being  deducted,  amounting  to  .  56,032,034  69 

Leave  a  surplus  of  ways  and  means  of  $4,093,875  14 

The  surplus  of  ways  and  means,  for  the  year  1815, 
will  be  applicable  to  the  establishment  of  tlie  contem- 
plated Sinking  Fund,  and  to  the  payment  of  any  ad- 
ditional expenses  that  Congress  may  authorize. 

In  making  the  present  communication,  I  feel,  air, 
that  I  have  performed  my  duty  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  country  ;  but  when  I  perceive  that  more  than  forty 
millions  of  dollars  must  be  raised,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1815,  by  an  appeal  to  public  credit,  through  the 
medium  of  Treasury  notes  and  loans,  I  am  not  without 
sensations  of  extreme  solicitude.  The  unpromising 
sUte  of  the  public  credit,  and  the  obstructed  state  of 
the  circulating  medium,  are  sufficiently  known.  A 
liberal  imposition  of  taxes,  during  the  session,  ought  to 
raise  the  public  credit,  were  it  not  for  counteracting 
causes  ;  but  it  can  have  no  effect  in  restoring  a  naCon- 
al  circulating  medium.  It  remains,  therefore,  with  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  to  decide,  whether  any  other 
means  can  be  applied  to  restore  the  public  credit,  to 
re-establish  a  national  circulating  medium,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate the  necessary  anticipations  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. The  humble  opinion  of  this  Department  on  the 
subject  has  been  respectfully,  though  frankly,  expressed 
on  former  occasions,  and  it  remains  unchanged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideiation,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

J.  W.  Epp£s,  Esq.,  Chairman,  <^c. 

Schedule  A. 

Treasvrt  Departmejtt, 

Revkhuk  Office,  Dec.  16.  1814. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest, to  submit  the  annexed  estimates  of  the  products 
of  the  existing  internal  duties,  and  of  the  additional 
duties  proposed  to  be  laid  by  the  bills  now  before  Con- 
gress ;  the  first  statement  exhibiting  the  producU  for  an 
entire  year  after  the  respective  duties  shall  be  in  full 
operation,  and  the  last  statement  showing  the  amounta 
that  may  be  expected  to  be  received  from  each  duty 
during  the  year  1815.  It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that 
the  materials  do  not  exist  for  forming  estimates,  with 
regard  to  the  new  duties,  on  which  a  perfect  reliance 
should  be  reposed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  S.MITH, 
Commissioner  of  ihe  Kevenue. 
Hon.  Secbetast  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  1. 

Estimates  of  the  products  of  the  existing  internal  du- 
ties, and  of  the  proposed  additional  duties  for  an 
entire  year  after  they  shall  be  in  full  operation. 

Stamps $510,000 

Carriages 300,000 

Sales  at  auction 300,000 

Refined  sugar 150,000 

Licenses  to  retailers       -         -         .        -  900,000 

Licenses  for  stills,  with  the  duty  on  spirite       4,000,000 

Postage 250,000 

Lotteries        --..--  150,000 

Furniture 1,238,000 

Horses  for  the  saddle  and  carnage        •  70,000 


I^' 
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Jp ^ 

JQold  watchcfl 

'■^Iver  walcl^jcs 

loots    -       '  - 

idJIes  and^briJIes 

fiper    -       :- 
indies        .- 
tying  can^s 
♦  Tobacco  an>S  snaff 
|§ats     -       1-         - 
Alton      -         - 
JrJails    -       :- 
^flper,  ale,  ar^d  porter 
Kl^eather 


60,000 

170,000 

75.000 

66,000 

50,000 

200,000 

80,000 

200,000 

400,000 

350,000 

200,000 

60.000 

600,000 

$10,379,000 


No.  2. 

ft^iinuUe  of-  the  amounts  that  may  be  expected  to  be 
I  *  received  J\om  the  foregoing  duties,  during  the  year 

I  ^®*^-         ', 
S^kamps         ,.--... 

Oirriages      ,----.. 
^^Mles  at  auction     ..... 

•Jjefined  sug^r         ..... 
Vl^icenses  to  }etailer«        .... 
illiccnses  for  jitills,  with  the  datj  on  spirits 
^Mostage 
¥l|otterie8 
FRurnilure      ...... 

J^orses  for  the  saddle  and  carriage 
t'^iold  walchfs         ..... 
jjSilver  watclves        ..... 
wljoots    ..." 
i^i^ddles  and  bridles 
'iPaper    -         .         - 
^.'andles 
inlaying    rarJs 
^•i'obacco  an^  snuff 
[ata      - 

Iron       ... 

[Nails    . 

|Beer.  ale,  ai^d  porter 

li.eather        <- 
t 


$510,000 

300,000 

210,000 

150,000 

875,000 

2.600.000 

250,000 

50.000 

1,238,000 

70,000 

60,000 

170,000 


570,000 


$7,053,000 


This  estimate  has  been  made  on  the  supposition  that 
ihe  bills  laying  the  new  duties  will  be  paseed  previous- 
uy  to  the  Ist .of  January  next. 


*  {    Monday.  January  23. 

^    Ordered}  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
*^eans  be  dyscharged  from  the  further  considera- 

Ifon  of  the*,  petitions  of  the  tallow-chandlers  in 
Philadelphia;  the  brewers  in  the  city  of  New 
(J^ork  ;  non.resident  owners  of  lands  lyinq;  in  the 
■  State  of  Ol^io  ;  the  Paper  Manufacturing  Society 

')(  Pennsylvania  ;  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
^Jr^ork.  prayiho  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 
itJank;  F.  I'.  Breman  ;  Stephen  Girard  ;  as  also, 
Jfifom  the  resolution  of  the  4th  of  October  last,  in- 
■••^ructing  tl\era  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

illowing  ih^  proprietors  of  spirituous  liquors  dis- 
|led  from  jlomesttc  materials  of  which  they  are 
Wemselves|he  growers,  to  sell,  without  license, 
'>j0.^y  quanii^  thereof  not  less  than  one  gallon. 


r 


Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  grantinor  a  donation  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  An- 
thony Shane  ;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and, 
on  motion,  the  said  hill  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the 
pelitioQ  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform  sys- 
em  of  bankruptcy. — Referred. 

Mr.  Eppe8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enue for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty 
on  lotteries;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Salius.  Son, 
&  Co.,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  New  York; 
and  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  re- 
tailers' licenses,  for  the  relief  of  domestic  manu- 
facturers of  wine,  who  themselves  dispose  of  their 
product ;  the  two  first  of  which  were  committed, 
and  the  latter  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

OPER.\TION  OF  THE  DIRECT  TAX. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petitions  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Hickman  and  Dick- 
son, in  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

That  the  petitioners  pray  to  be  relieved  from  the 
unequal   operation  of  the    act   imposing  a  direct   tax. 

The  section  of  the   act  authorized   the  several 

Sute  Legislatures  to  vary  the    sums   imposed   on   the 
respective  counties.     The   Legislature  of  the  8ute  of 
Tennessee  passed  an  act,  requiring  the  assessors  of  the 
United  States,  after  the  valuations  were  completed,  to 
equalize  and  apportion  the  tax  on  the  several    counties. 
The  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  a  law  deciar- 
ing  its  assent  to  the  act  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  with 
a  proviso,  declaring,  "  that  in  case  the  asaessors  should, 
from   any  circumstance,  fail  to  make  the  equalization 
and  apportionment  required  by  the  act  of  the  Sute  of 
Tennessee,  that  then,  and  m  that  case,  the  tax  should 
be  levied  and  collected  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
law  of  the  United  States,  imposing  a  direct  tax."     It 
appears  that  some  of  the  assessors   performed   the  du- 
ties  required   by  the   act  of  the   State  of  Tennessee ; 
the  assessor  from  the  county  of  Murry  refused  to  dis- 
charge  the  duties  required  by  the  act ;  in  consequence  of 
which  the  counties  of  Hickman  and  Dickson  were  de- 
prived of  the  advanUges  derived  from  the  equalization 
and  apportionment,  and  the  Ux  was  levied   and   col- 
lected in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
the  United  States,  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
the   act  of  the   State  of  Tennessee.     The  petitioners 
state,  that  the  refusal  of  the  assessor  to   act,  has  sub- 
jected   the   county  of  Hickman   to  a  lax    of  fifly-four 
cents  in  the  hundred  dollars,  and  the  county  of  Dick- 
son to  a  tax  of  forty  cents,  while  the  county  of  Murry, 
the  place  of  residence  of  the  assessor,  is  subjected  to  a 
tax  of  only  nineteen   cenU   in   the   hundred   dollars. 
The  petitioners  pray,  either  that  the  equalization  may 
be  now  made,  or   that   the   counties  of  Hickman    and 
Dickson   may  be   allowed  a  credit  for  the  sum   with 
which,  from   the   conduct  of  the   assessor,  they   were 
made  chargeable.     It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the 
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conduct  of  the  assessor  produced,  as  stated  by  the  pe. 
titioners,  inequality  in  the  operation  of  the  tax  on  the 
counties  of  Hickman  and  Dickson.  As.  however,  the 
State  of  Tennessee  alone  had  the  benefit  of  a  partial 
equahiation  by  the  assessors,  all  the  counties  in  all  the 
Stales  might. 'with  equal  justice,  claim  an  examination 
of  the  principles  on  which  their  respective  portions  of 
the  Sute  quota  have  been  fixed.  By  the  direct  tax 
bill  recently  passed,  provision  is  made  for  an  equaliza- 
tion of  the  tax  ;  this  will  afford  ample  relief  for  the 
counties  of  Hickman  and  Dickson,  against  the  future 
operation  of  the  inequality  complained  of.  The  tax 
having  been  paid  in  many  of  the  States,  and  the  col- 
lection having  progressed  in  all,  the  committee  consider 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  recommend  any  mea- 
sure which  might  bring  into  question  the  principles  on 
which  the  tax  was  originally  imposed.  The  following 
resolution  is.  therefore,  submitted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petilionera  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

DUTY  ON  STILLS. 
Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  owners 
of  stills,  referred  on  the  2d  of  November,  1S14  ; 
v^bich  w.is  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committer!  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  sundry  proprietors  of  copper 
■tills  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  aubmit,  as  a  part  of 
their  report,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Reve- 
nue. On  a  view  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  letter, 
the  committee  unite  in  opinion  with  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  that  the  duty  recently  imposed  on  the 
gallon  of  spiriu  distilled  will  tend,  in  some  degree,  to 
remedy  the  inequality  complained  of,  and  that  it  is  in- 
expedient, at  present,  to  vary  the  proportion  between 
the  duty  on  stills  and  boilers. 

Theasvht  Department, 

Reve.xce  Office,  Nov.  25,  1814. 
8im:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  favor  of  the  23d  instant,  enclosing  a  petition 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
representing  the  unequal  operation  of  the  existing  duty 
on  stills  and  boilers. 

The  information  in  my  possession  does  not  enable 
me  to  form  a  decided  opinion  whether  the  present  duty 
on  stills  IS  greater  than  it  should  be,  compared  with 
that  on  boilers.  Several  letters  have  been  received, 
all  of  which  state  the  advantages  which  the  distillers 
will  derive  from  recent  improvemenU  in  the  construc- 
tion of  boilers,  and  generally  recommending  an  in- 
creased  duty  on  them  ;  but  it  does  not  satisfactorily 
appear  that  these  advantages  are  peculiar  to  boilers, 
and  that  equal  advantages  do  not  attach  to  some  stills 
over  others,  owing  to  the  late  improvements  in  their 
construction.  Such  is  undoubtedly  the  variety  in  the 
forms  and  modes  of  operation  of  the  several  descriptions 
of  vessels  used  in  the  United  Sutes  for  the  purposes 
of  distillation,  in  their  productive  powers,  and  in  the 
expense  with  which  they  are  worked,  that  the  existing 
duty  is  relatively  light  on  some,  compared  with  other 
stills,  and  on  some,  compared  with  other  boilers,  as 
well  as  on  some  boilers  compared  with  some  stilU. 
This  effect,  it  will  be  perceived,  is  altogether  inde- 
pendent of  the  duty,  and  is  incident  to  the  superior 
improvemenU  of  the  one  kind  of  vessel  over  the  other. 
The  boilers,  it  is  to  be  added,  being  of  recent  introduc- 


tion, possess,  so  far  as  applicable  to  them,  all  the  im> 
provemenU  made  in  stills. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  whole  number  of  licensee 
ascertained  to  have  been  granted  in  all  the  collection 
districU  during  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  present 
year,  and  in  seventy  districU  for  the  third  quarter,  it 
appears  that  there  have  been  granted  18,846  licenses 
for  stills,  and  542  for  boilers ;  of  which  number  there 
have  been  granted  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  425  for 
stills,  and  26  for  boilers. 

It  is  certainly  desirable  that  a  just  equality  should 
characterise  the  duty  on  stills  and  boilers.  A  just 
equality  cannot,  however,  require  the  imposition  of  such 
a  duty  as  would  tend  in  any  way  to  disturb  the  rela- 
tive benefiU  attendant  on  different  descriptions  of  ves- 
sels which  would  be  used  independent  of  the  existence 
of  the  duty,  much  less  to  deprive  ingenuity  of  the 
stimulus  to  improvement  which  it  reasonably  finds  in 
the  profit  that  flows  from  such  improvement. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  the  contemplated  duty  on  the 
gallon  of  spiriu  distilled  within  the  United  Stales  will, 
in  some  degree,  overcome  any  inequality  in  the  present 
duty,  and  as  more  experience  of  the  operation  of  the 
present  duty  is  required  to  ascertain  the  nature  and 
extent  of  any  existing  inequalities,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  vary  the 
proportion  between  the  duty  on  stills  and  boilers. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &.C., 

S.  H.  SMITH, 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 

Hon.  JoHif  W.  Eppkb,  Chairman,  4re. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  imposing 
a  direct  lax  on  the  District  ot  Columbia,  and  other 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  sixteenth  clause  of  the  eighth  section  of 
the  Constitution  declares,  that  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  "exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases 
whaUoever,  over  such  district  of  country,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  miles  square,  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular 
States  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the 
Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes."  .\o 
doubt  can  be  entertained  but  that  this  general  grant 
of  legislative  powers,  must  include  the  right  of  impo- 
sing taxes,  which  is  among  the  most  common  and 
ordinary  objecu  of  legislation.  IS'or  is  it  believed  that 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  so  far  as  it  respecU  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  is  either  prohibited  or  limited  by 
any  clause  of  the  Constitution.  The  third  clause  of 
the  second  section  of  the  Constitution,  which  declares 
"  that  representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  States,  which  may  be  in- 
cluded within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respective 
numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound 
to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  Uxed,  three-fiflhs  of  all  other  persons,"  is  consid. 
ered  as  applying  exclusively  to  the  Sutes,  and  was 
evidently  designed,  so  far  as  respecU  the  imposition  of 
taxes,  as  a  substitute  for  the  rule  of  apportionment  fixed 
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khe  eighth  Hrtide  of  the  Old  Confedermtion.  under 
'^ch  each  S^ate  contributed  for  the  common  defence 


Jawoahy,  1815. 


k<  general  wilfare,  afcording  to  the  ralue  of  its  landa, 

^Adings.  ani?  impro»emenU.  instead  of  the  amount 

iti  population.     The  right  to  tax  the  other  Territo- 

r«  of  the  United  States,  appears  equally  clear.     The 

^T^u^'^'i^'^.''^^""^**^^  ^'«^^^en  the  United  States 

M  the  Territories,  .jeclarcs  "  the  said  territory  and 

^  «(8utes  whfth  may  be  formed  therein,  shall  forever 

^i^ain  a  part  i)f  this  Confederacy  of  the  United  States 

merica,  si-bject  to   the  Articles  of  Confederation, 

to  such  aHerationrs   therein  as   may  be  consUtu- 

ally  made,  and  to  all  the  acts  and  ordinances  of  the 

ted    Staten    in    Congress    assembled,   conformable 

»/^k         ^^*  inhabitants  and  settlers  in  the  said  terri- 

M_,,  shall  be  wbject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debt, 

cjipacted  or  ^ip  be  contracted,  a  proportional  part  of 

tfj-t  expenses  of  Government,  to  be  apportioned  on 

t','*n  by  Congress  according  to  the  same  common  rule 

-    4  measure  b^  which  apportionmenU  thereof  shall  be 

^ile  on  the  oiher  States," 

i(^n   the  othrr  point  referred  to  the  committee,  viz : 
^^pohcy  of  imposing  a  direct  tax,  thcv  have  bestowed 
ihe  attentiwi  which  its  imj>ortance  merits,  from  in- 
ving  the  p^,nciplcs  of  representation  and  taxation, 
cannot  be  denied,  that  the  imposition  of  taxes,  by 
■sons  who  owe  complete  responsibility  to  the  people, 
Mie  of  the  b<?st  securities  against  the  abuse  of  power. 
^,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  this  princi- 
p*  t)l  representative  responsibility  was  violated,  so  far 
••  fespect.  ih..  District  of  Columbia,  and   the  righu 
a^l  interests  o(  the  people  transferred  to  persons  over 
■vmMC  election  Ihe  inhabitants  have  no  control.     The 
•.•Jy  question  is,  whether  their  being  placed  in  a  pecu- 
Iii,,.  situation  b;  the  Constitution,  ought  to  operate  as 
-  |crmanent  exemption  from  taxes.     It  is  not  believed 
the  right  to  Ux.  eiercued  by  persons  who  owe  no 
^onsibility  to  those  on  whom  their  laws  must  oper- 
^  18  in  principle  more  exceptionable,  than  the  exer- 
c,  ^  of  powers  which  affect  the   personal  rights,  and 
ewn  the  life  of -the  cituen.     On  these  important  ques- 
ti|^8  however,  '^e  Congress  of  the  United  States  must 
le^jlate.     No  cither  power  can,  within  the  District  of 
CBumbia,  pres^rdw  the  regulations  necessary  to  pro- 
tej  the  innocejit  and   punish  the   guilty.     In  a  free 
country,  every  jwrlion  of  the  community  ought  to  con- 
LrAiute  to  the  c')mmon   defence  and   general  welfare  • 
nrJis  It  believed  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
|r.ded    to  vioEate  this  principle,  by  exempting  from 
8  a  district  *)f  couniry  whoso  natural   advantages 
[surpassed  b|  no  portion  of  the  United  States,  and 
[ch  derives  peculiar  benefiu  from  the  disbursement 
ri:ally  of  larj^  sums  drawn  from  other  portions  of 
[Union.  ; 

rhe  situation  of  the  other  Territories  is  materially 
►  rent :  at  a  c|stance  from  market,  with  a  large  por- 
of  unimproved  and  unproductive  land,  they  are 
struggling  j^ith  all  the  inconveniences  attendant 
lafant  settlements,  Kurrounded  by  powerful  tribes 
l(j«tile  savagls.  While,  therefore^  no  doubt  can  be 
Ittftined  as  t^.  the  ConsUtutional  right  to  impose  a 
It  tax  on  'i'evntories,  the  committee  deem  it  at  pres- 

er.^ocxpedieut,  and  submit  a  bill  for  imposing  a  direct 

tijt.^n  the  Disufct  of  Columbia. 


CLfRK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
in  motiorj   ^f  Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  the 

'ler      mnc  l^itfra  tirin       r.F     .  k  ., J„_.       _r      -L  • 

)ro- 
the 


l'»  motiorj  ^f  Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  il 
fji)  ier  cons»d<<ration  of  the  orders  of  the  di 
#!."  postponed  until  to-morrow,  in  order  to  pr 
c^Jio  thecoDiideration  of  the  resolution  for  it 

It- 


removal  of  Patrick  Ma?ruder  from  the  office  of 
Clerk  of  Ihe  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  successor. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of   the  resolution   offered  on   Saturday    by  Mr 
Clark,  on  that  subject. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermont 
to  postpone  the  lurther  c'oDsideralioQ  of  this  mo- 
tion to  Monday  next;  which  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  DuvALL,  and  Mr.  Clark,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  FisK.  Mr.  Farrow,  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  when 
Mr.  l<i8K  withdrew  his  motion, 
u  Vi''  f  doption  of  the  resolve  was  then  opposed 
by  Mr.  Wright,  in  a  speech  of  full  two  hours  io 
."w  w  ^'^  "'^°  opposed  by  Mr.  Gholsoi* 
and  Mr.  McKim.  and  supported  by  Mr.  Pearson, 
Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  lo  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  to  this  day  week 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clark,  Mr. 
Pearson,  and  Mr.  Oakley,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Eppes. 

The  motion  was  finally  decided  at  a  late  hour 
as  follows  :  For  postponement  71,  against  it  71 

The  Speaker  decided  the  question  by  an  af- 
hrmative  vote,  and  the  further  consideration  of 
the  resolution  was  therefore  postponed  to  this  day 
week.  ' 

[The  foundation  for  this  motion   to  oust  Mr. 
Magruder  is  briefly  this:  During  the  late  incur- 
sion of  the  enemy,   Mr.  M.  was,  on   account  of 
Ill-health,  at  the  Springs,  and,  of  course,  absent 
Ironri   the  city,  leaving  his  office  in  charge  of  his 
clerks.     The  principal  clerk   being  a  colonel  in 
the  militia,  and  all  the  others  except  one  called 
out  in  the  rai|itia,  one  of  those  so  in  service  was 
on  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy,  permitted  to 
return  and,  with  the  remaining  clerk,  to  attempt 
the  salvation  of  the  records.     Many  of  them,  and 
ihose  the   most  valuable,   were  saved   by   being 
earned  into  the  country;  others,  of  less  impor- 
tance, were  removed  into  the  house  formerly  be- 
longing to  General  Washington,  which  was  wan- 
tonly destroyed   by  the  enemy.     Among  the  pa- 
pers left  in  the  Capitol  were  the  vouchers  of  the 
contingent   expenses    of    the    past    year,    which, 
being  in  a  small  drawer,  were  overlooked,  and 
irrecoverably  lost   in  the  general  coiifla«»raiion. 
Soon   after   the   meeting  of  Congre^s,   in°conse- 
quence  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Magruder  narrating 
these  circumstances,  and  inviting  inquiry,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed   to  investigate   the  matter 
who  reported  unfavorably  to  the  clerks  as  to  the 
exeriioDs  made  in  savinp  the  public  papers;  and 
al>o  reported  that,  out  of  $50,000  received  on  ac- 
count of  contingent  moneys,  and  all  of  which, 
except  about  $3,000.  is  alleged   to  have  been  ex^ 
pended,   vouchers  are   produced   for   little   more 
I  than   $30,000  of  the  amount,    which,  or  a  great 
part  of  It,  the  committee   infer  has  been  improp- 
"'y  ""J-     Whereupon,  the  House  resolves   that 

u    u  *^*"  *'*''^  *^^^^"  •**  '**«  Treasury  for 

all  the  ascertained  expenditures,  and  such  other 
amount  as  he  shall  produce  or  hereafter  obtain 
vouchers  for.  It  ought  to  be  observed  that  the 
contingent  fund  has  always  been  exclusively  un- 
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der  the  direction  of  Mr.  Magruder's  principal 
clerk,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  M.  himself 
bad  any  knowledge  of  its  disbursement,  consid- 
ering it  as  having  been  duly  controlled  by  tbi; 
Committee  of  Accounts.  Under  these  circum- 
stances a  motion  is  made  to  remove  him,  on  the 
sround  of  neglect  in  confiding  these  matters  to 
nis  deputies;  which  is  opposed  on  the  ground  of 
his  unimpeachable  character  and  general  good 
conduct.  This  is  believed  to  be  an  impartial 
statement  of  the  case.j 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  late  hour. 

TuESDAy,  January  24. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  provision  for  sub- 
sisting the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  commissaries  of  subsist- 
ence ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Troop,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time  lo-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Low.ndes, 

Ordered,  That  General  Winder  have  leave  to 
withdraw  the  papers  mentioned  in  the  Journal  of 
the  21st  instant,  by  his  agreeing  to  furnish  copies 
thereof  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  traasmitting  the 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Pension  Fund. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I.ngham,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Isaac  Smith  and  Braiton  Caldwell,  passed 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

The  order  of  the  day,  on  Mr.  Jackson's  propo- 
sition to  amend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  give  to 
Congress  power  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  &c. 
having  been  called  over,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's 
patent  for  his  improvement  on  steam  engines,  un- 
derwent considerable  discussion,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was,  after  a  long  debate,  amended, 
and  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  thereto,  the  following  proviso: 

"  And  provided  oho.  That  the  said  Ohver  Evans 
■hall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  privileges  granted 
by  this  act,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  be 
shall  permit  any  person  or  persons  to  use  the  improve- 
ments of  the  said  Uliver  Evans  in  the  machinery  of 
nulls  for  the  manufacture  of  flour  during  the  continu- 
ance of  hu  extended  patent  therefor,  upon  the  same 
terms  as  were  demanded  by  the  said  Oliver  Evana  be- 
fore the  extension  of  the  said  patent.'' 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  time  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  25. 

Mr.  McKee.  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  ex- 
tend the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  April, 
1814,  entitled  '-an  act  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing 
for  their  location  ;"  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  declaring  the  assent  ofCon- 
gress  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of 
Georgia,  establishing  the  fees  of  the  health  officer 
and  harbor  master  of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and 
St.  Mary's,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was,  after  debate, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase 
of  a  certain  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  (in  the  vicinity  of  Platisburg)  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed;  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence  therein. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  oflsaac  Smith 
and  Braiton  Caldwell,  was  read  a  third  lime, 
passed,  and  sent  lo  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  time  of 
Oliver  Evans's  paient,  for  his  improvement  in  the 
steam  engine,  was  read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  moved  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  further  consideration  o(  the  bill; 
which  motion  was  decided  as  follows  by  yeas 
and  nays:  For  the  motion  54,  against  it  79. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  requested  in  the  amendments  made 
by  the  House  thereto. 

MILITI.\  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  Jackson's  bill  lo  amend  the  militia  law,  so 
as  to  conform  the  organization  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  Slates,  as  far  as  regards  ihe  officers 
thereof,  to  that  of  the  military  force  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Mary- 
land, to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill. 

That  motion  was  superseded  by  a  motion  of 
.Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

The  object  of  the  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Jackson,  Hawkins,  Cannon,  aod  others,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Taylor.  Pickering, 
Webster,  and  others. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill  were,  gene- 
rally, the  dissonance  arising  from  the  dissimi- 
larity of  ihe  provisions  of  the  Stale  laws  for 
organizing  the  militia,  to  those  of  the  laws  direct- 
ing the  organization  of  the  Array  of  the  United 
Slates  ;  and  the  confusion  hence  produced  in  the 
miliiia  draughts,  &.c.  The  opponents  of  the  bill 
contended  that  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  disturb  the  present  organi- 
zation of  the  militia,  which,  it  was  also  said,  was 
by  many  well-informed  military  men  believed  to 
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le  superior  to  the  organization  of  the  Army  of 
Bie  United  Stales,  JLc. 

The  queMion  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
jecided  m  t{,e  affirmative:  For  the  postponement 
|4.  again<>(  i:  45,  as  follows: 
Y«A§— Meiars.  Alexander.   Archer,   Avery.  Bajlics 
:' Massachusetts.  Bigelow.  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brccken- 
•lige,    Brighaui,    Brown.   BurwelJ,    Butler,   Caperton, 
f»ldwell,    Calhoun.    Champion,    Cillcy,    Comslock, 
'.»oper.  Coi,  frawford,  Creighton,   Culpeper.  Daven- 
Lij-t,  Davis  or*  Massarhusetta,   Ely,   Farrow,   Fisk   of 
Uvi  Vork,  Forney.  Gholson.  Goidsborough.  Goodwyn, 
^rosvenor,  Hulc,  Haa^rouck,  Henderson.  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky.   Hiniarerford,    Hulbert,    Irving,   Jackson    of 
%o6e  Island,  Kent  o\   Maryland,   King  of  Massachu- 
itt».  King  ui  iVorth   Carolina.  Law,  Leffcrts,  Lewis, 
I'vett,  Lown(\.».  Maikell,   McCoy.  McKee,    McKim, 
hfler,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Ormsby.  Pearson.  Pick- 
ing. Piper.  ftotter.John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
,c\\,  Roane,  i^uggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Shetfey, 
kierwood,  .Shijjberd,  fcilaymaker.  Smith  of  New  York, 
inith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia.  Stanford' 
^ckton,  Stuait.Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
ioup,  Vose,  '\^ard  of  Massachusette,  Ward  of  .New 
fc-sey,  Webste^,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson 
I  MasaachuseHs,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 
^AT8— Meavs.   Alston,  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bard, 
nea,  Canrwn',  Chappell,  Clendenin,  Desha,    Duvall,' 
jle,    Findlej,    Forsyth.    Gourdin,    Griffin,    Harris! 
iwes,    Hawkins,    Hubbard,    Humphreys,    Ingersoll, 
:ham,  Jacksi.n  of  Virginia,  Johnson   of  Kentucky,' 
fnnedy,  Kcrr^  Kilbourn,  Lyie,  Macon.  McLean,  Mur- 
b,  Nelaon,    .Wewlon,    Pickens,  Pleasanta,    Rhea  of 
inne««>e,  Kic:.,'ely,  Ringgold,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Strong, 
jUtanehUJ,  L'drre,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 


Jawdakt,  1815. 

Resolved   That  the  committee^go  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  a«  r. 
lates  to  the  militia,  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and.  if  any.  what  provision  ought  to  be  made  br 
law  for   assessing,   collecting,   or   remitting  fines  im 
posed  on  officers,  non-commisaioned  officers  and  ori 
vates,  by  militia  courts  martial.  ^ 

Mr.  McCoy  of  Virginia,  mored  to  amend  this 
motion  by  adding  thereto  the  following-  "And 
that  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  fanes  on  such  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates,  for  offence,  under  the  mili- 
lary  laws;    which  motion  was  negatived 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Tavloh  was  then  agreed 
to  as  moved  by  him.  * 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rem  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 

h.  ,h'""H  °/« '^  ^^f"'^'  °'^^^^^  'o  ^  printed 

by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  digest  of 
he  returns  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of  the 
Unitt  d  otates. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
INiramo.  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 


n 


■  *•  'I'horsday  January  26, 

|a^^^.  Yancev,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
.OTide  a  report  on    the   petition  of  the  President 
H  Direciorsfof  the  Anacostia  Bridge  Company  ; 
ich  was  reiid,  when. 

fSAr.  Yance/  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
'acosiia   Br)dge   Company  ;    which    was    read 
ce   and    committed    to  a  Committee    of    the 
^  hole.  ; 

l^dr.  Pleas/Jnts,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
f^»irs,  report,ed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to 
#juhorize  ihejPresident  of  the  United  States  to 
>:Ase  to  be  bi/ilt,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or 
te  floatiugj  batteries  for  the  defence  of  the 
ters  of  fhw  United  States,"  without  amend- 
,  lit;  and  thebill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
o^the  Whole  fjn  Saturday  next. 
rln  motion  jpf  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Committee  of 
,liiary  Affajrs  was  in>lructed  to  inquire  into 
\^  expediencf  of  repealing  or  amending  so  much 
the  act  toif  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
governm(nt  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
les,  as  relates  to  the  infliction  of  corporal  oun- 
nent.  *  ^ 

]     r>n  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Com- 
fl  <iee   of  W*ys  and  Means  were  instructed   to 
if  juire  into  ^he  expediency  of  imposing  a  duty 
0    -Mlver  plateiand  jt;welry  manufactured  for  sale 
II   ihe  hands  t»f  the  manufacturer.  ' 

Ur.  Taylok  also  submitted  for  consideration 
fullowiDg  jesoluiion : 


S 
] 


PETITION  OF  GEORGE  HITE. 

Mr.  CiiAPPELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  George  Hite  ;  which  was  read 
and   the   resolution   therein   contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  the   petitioner  asks  Congress   to  remunerate 
him  for  a  number  of  negroes,  horses,  and  cattle,  which, 
he  alleges,  were  the  property  of  hi.  father;  and  which 
were  taken  by  the  Cherokee  Indians  in  the  year  1776 
from  his  father  s  residence,  after  having  first  killed  the 
whole  family,  except  himself;  some  of  which  negroes, 
he  'tatea    are  now  in  the  powession  of  the  said  In- 
dians      The  petitioner  ih  so  defective  in  his  testimony 
that  he  does   not   make   out  such  a  claim  as  can  be 
granted.     He  neither  shows  himself  to  be  the  heir  of 
the  person,  whose  property  is  said  to  have  been  Uken 
nor  does  he  show,  satisfactorily,  the  value  of  the  prop-' 
erty  taken,  or  that  any  was  taken.     But,  if  all  These 
poinu  were  established,  the  committee  still  think  he 
has   no   claim  upon  Congress.     He  bottoms  his  claim 
on  the  treaties  made  by  the   United  States  with  theae 
ndians  in  1785  and  1795;  by  the  first  of  which  the 
Indians  were  bound  to  deliver  up  and  restore  all  the 
property  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  SUtes 
which   they  had   taken;  and  by  the  latter  they  were 
allowed  to  retain  all  such  property  as  still  remained  ^ 
he  r  possession.     There  ,s   no  satisfactory   evidence 
that  any  proper  efforU  were  ever  made  to  recover  thi! 
rr?  ^'.r'"  ^^^  d-^tc^- of  these  two  treatiea.    The 
neglect  of  the  petitioner  to  do  this  certainly  cannot 
create  an  obligation  on  the  Government  to  remuneratl 
him.     Every  person  who  had  lost  a  horae  or  a  cow,  by 
the  depredations  of  these  Indians,  has  an  equal  cU.m 
tain  n.  ,^°^""™^"'  '^''^   '^e  petitioner,  and,  by  ob- 

Government  a  convenient  warrantor  for  all  their  losses. 
Ihis,  a  IS  believed,  would  not  be  considered  good 
policy  at  this  day.  If  there  ever  were  an  obliga^tion 
created,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  by  the  neglect 
of  the  petitioner  it  has  been  destroyed  ;  therefore, 

I  not  »Tk!    •   ^V  ^^^  P''*y"  ''^  "»^  petitioner  ought 
j  not  to  be  granted. 


1105 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1 


1106 


Jahoary,  1815. 
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MR.  JEFFERSON'S  LIBRARY. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  the 
same  be  postponed  iodefioitely.  For  the  motion 
69,  against  it  73. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Delaware,  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  the  4th  day  of  March  next.  For 
the  motion  68.  against  it  74. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  with  instructions  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  report  a  new  section,  authorizing  the 
selection  of  such  of  the  books  belonging  to  said 
library  as  might  be  necessary  or  useful  to  Con- 
gress in  their  deliberations,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
remainder  at  public  sale.  This  motion  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  56. 

Mr.  King  afterwards  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  new  section  authorizing  the  Library 
Committee,  as  soon  as  said  library  shall  be  re- 
ceived at  Washington,  to  select  therefrom  all 
books  of  an  atheistical,  irreligious,  and  immoral 
tendency,  if  any  such  there  be,  and  send  the  same 
back  to  Mr.  Jeffer>oii  without  any  expense  to 
him.  This  motion  Mr.  K.  thought  proper  after- 
wards to  withdraw. 

This  subject,  and  the  various  motions  relative 
thereto,  gave  rise  to  a  debate  which  lasted  till  the 
hour  of  adjournment;  which,  though  it  afforded 
much  amusement  to  the  auditors,  would  not  in- 
terest the  feelings  or  judgment  of  any  reader. 
Those  who  supported  the  bill  in  debate  were 
Messrs.  Wright.  Fi3k  of  Vermont.  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  and  Hulbert;  and  those  who  op- 
posed it  were  Messrs.  King  of  Massachusetts. 
Farrow,  Cannon,  Hanson.  Grosvenor,  Pick- 
ering, and  Webster. 

Those  who  opposed  the  bill,  did  so  on  account 
of  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  necessity  of  ap- 
propriating it  to  purposes  more  indispensable  than 
the  purchase  of  a  library  ;  the  probable  insecurity 
of  such  a  library  placed  here;  the  high  price  to 
be  given  for  this  collection;  its  miscellaneous 
and  almo.st  exclusively  literary  (instead  of  legal 
and  historical)  cliaracter,  &c. 

To  those  arguments,  enforced  with  zeal  and 
vehemence,  the  friends  of  the  bill  replied  with 
fact,  wit,  and  argument,  to  show  that  the  pur- 
chase, to  be  made  on  terms  of  long  credit,  could 
not  affect  the  present  resources  of  the  United 
States;  that  the  price  was  moderate,  the  library 
more  valuable  from  the  scarcity  of  many  of  its 
books,  and  altogether  a  most  admirable  substratum 
for  a  National  Library. 

The  final  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
was  decided  in  the  aflirmative.  For  the  passage 
of  the  bill  81,  against  it  71,  as  follows: 

YiA« — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bar- 
bour, Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
r^M,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert, 

esha,   Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 


mont, Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forayth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin.  Griffin,  Hall.  Harria, 
Haahrouck.  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lelferts,  Lowndes, 
LyIe,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper.  Pleasants,  Kea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  RoberUon,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udrcc,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 
Nats— Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Baylies  of  Masaa- 


Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davia  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  Ely,  Farrow.  Geddes.  Goidsborough.  Gros- 
venor, Hale.  Hanson,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hunger- 
ford,  Jackson  ot  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  MaasachusetU,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett.  Macon, 
Markcll,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Slurges,  Taggart,  Tannehill,  Thompson,  Voae,  Ward 
of  Massachu.setU,  Web^ter,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 


K 


Friday,  January  27, 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  Baltimore, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 
— Referred. 

Mr.  Gaston  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  College  of  Georgetown, 
praying  to  be  invested  with  authority  and  power 
to  confer  the  usual  academical  honors  on  those 
who,  by  their  proficiency  in  the  liberal  arts,  may 
be  judged  deserving  of  such  distinctions. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Naval 
Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  petitioa 
of  Uriah  Brown,  made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the 
Government's  making  any  experiment  on  this  in- 
vention at  the  present  time ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands  to  ceriain  settlers  in  the 
Indiana  Territory  ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  on  the  bill, 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  author- 
ize payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  whilst  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Stales,  to  which  sundry 
amendments  weie  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

After  employing  the  day  wholly  on  this  bill,  the 
House  adjourned  without  having  gone  through 
the  same. 
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{Saturday,  January  28. 

*  Mr.  EppEij,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
eaos,  reporifed  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
e  support  <>f  Gorerninent  for  the  year  1815; 
hich  was  r<ad  (he  first  time,  and.  on  motion,  the 
id  bill  was' read  the  second  nme,  and  commit- 
d  to  a  Comimittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Mon- 

^y  nexi. 
j  J  A  message /rom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

■*ial  the  Sengjte  have  passed  the  bill  -supplemen- 
iry  10  the  a(*t,  entitled  'An  act  laying  duties  on 
enses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
|)d  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes," 
ith  an  amet^dtnent,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
'rrence  of  ibfTHouse.  The  Senate  have  also 
ssed  a  bill  *  concerning  field  ofl5cers  of  the  mil 


1108 

January,  1815. 


I .'» 


tie  Hou 
:    'The  S 


in  which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
3Use. 


CUERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

SpEAtER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
■fjjpm  Patrick  Magruder,  the  Clerk  to  ihe  House, 
-V«igniag  his -iiiuaiioa  as  such;   which  was  laid 
"  the  table. 
The  letter  js  as  follows: 
t/u  honoral/U  Speakkr 

of  ^e  House  of  Representative*  .- 

Cleak's  Office,  Jan.  28,  1815. 
im:    It  is  With  a  relucUnce  I  cannot  well  express, 
,t  I  find  it  necessary  again  to  throw  myself  on  your 
Jitcness  as    the  medium   of  communication  to  the 
'A,use,  on  a  8ui;ject  no  less  painful  to  me  than  it  must 
•  to  them.     T(u8  is  imposed  upon  me  as  a  duty,  as 
I  by  the  arg.'.ments  derived  from  those  inimical  to 
'.  (as  I  learn, "^  from  silence  in  regard  to  the  last  re- 
^.>t  of  the  committee,  appointed  at  my   request  to  in- 
\if  tigate  the  sit^jation  of  the  office  under  my  charge, 
ai»y  the  indicaiions  afforded  by  the  recent  vote  of  the 
ii^use.     In  regjird   to   the  accounU  of  my  office,  the 
c^ectness  of  »;hich  has  been  arraigned  by  a  commit- 
rafltee  of  the  Hiuse,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I 
hde  said  on  a  former  occasion  on  this  subject,  except 
t<4ca««ert  my  ^Ure  innocence'  and  ignorance  of  any 
nAapplicatiou  ({f  the  public  moneys,  and  to  express 
in'conscientioux  belief  that  the  public  money  has  been 
''ifully  dul,urved  by  my  principal  clerk,  to  whom   it 
confided,  ai^d  that  be  will  be  able  to  account  for 
the  Treasufy ;  and  would  have  been  able  to  do  so 
day,  had  not  the  unfortunate  conflagration  of 
pitol  destroyed  h<s  accounts,  and  subjected  his 
Juct  to  a  scrutiny,  in  which  the  fact  of  a  deficiency 
he  Touchers  destroyed  has  been  adduced  aa  evidence 
iinst  him. 

tould  I  prcsuvne  so  far,  it  might  be  an  easy  Usk  to 
ftxS:bit  errors  of  great  importance  in  that  part  of  the 
PpArt  of  the  (oilimittee  on  my  conduct,  which  relates 
tv>  Jie  account  o»  the  contingent  fund.  It  is  in  ray  be- 
l.-ef  demonstrably  that  its  errors  are  not  limited  to 
hiu^dreds.  or  to  liny  moderate  number  of  thousands  of 
iifif^n.  Still  eii-iier  would  it  be  to  dissipate  almost 
ev«i|y  argument  psed  in  debate  on  that  report,  tending 
kissertion  or  .implication  to  prejudice  the  House 
inst  me  poru>nally  ;  but,  sir,  he  who  is  put  upon 
hrial  without^  opportunity  to  defend  himself  from 
Isations  adduii-ed  against  him,  can  expect  no  benefit 
_  I  an  after  ajgieal  to  those  who  have  already  pro- 
n;o^  iced  judgment  against  him. 
'  i.^Ule,  sir,  did  :  ever  etpect  to  have  to  answer  to  this 


in' CI 

it.  Ii  the  Tr 

4t«Qis  day, 
ihf   Capitol 


Hooae,  on  charge*  aiFecting  my  character,  at  this  ad- 
vanced period  of  my  life.     Since  I  paased  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  have  I  been  in    public  lif&      By  those 
who  knew  me  be^t,  I  have  been  selected  to  fill  varioua 
public   sUtions,  judicial   as   well   as  kgisiative,  under 
both  State  and  General  GovernmenU,  and  no  man  has 
ever  before  appeared  to  impute  to  me  malfaisance  in 
the  duties  of  my  station.     In  every  situation  in  which 
it  has  pleased  my  country  to  place  me,  I  have  endea- 
vored  to   sustain   a  character  more   dear   to   me  than 
wealth ;  and  the  attempt  to  rob  me  of  a  jewel  more 
precious  than  life,  to  deprive  me  of  that  honest  fame 
which  I  had  acquired  by  a  long  course  of  public  ser- 
vice, however  it  may  temporarily  succeed  in  this  body, 
cannot  eventually  depress  my  character  or  standing  in 
the  eyes  of  the  American  people.     Truth  is  great,  and 
will  prevail.     I  court  its  light,  and  shrink  not  from  its 
test.     The  office  of  Clerk  of  this  Hou*e,  arduous  and 
trying  as  are  the  duties  to  be  performed  during  the 
sessions  of  Congress,  has  never  been  considered  by  me 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  an  object.     Two  'years 
since  I  should  have  resigned  it,  but  for  the  dissuasions 
of  my  friends.     I  was  too  proud  of  the  honor  conferred 
by  the  flattering  sufErage  I  had  received  from  the  hon- 
orable House.     I  retained  my  seat ;  and  how  cruelly 
I  am  treated  for  that  determination  let  recent  eventa 
decide. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  wearv  you  or  the 
House  by  reiterating  those  unavailing   regrets  which 
force  themselves  on   my  bosom.     It  is   probable,  sir,  I 
might,  by  resorting  to  humiliating  sohciution,  reinstate 
myself  m  my  former  footing  in  the  House ;  but  there 
IS  implanted  within  my  bosom  a  principle  much  more 
powerful  than  the  love  of  popularity  or  of  office.     It  is 
the  sense  of  honor  which  forbids  soliciution  from,  or 
even  association  with,  those  who  entertain  a  suspicion 
derogatory  to  my  fair  fame.    That  there  are  such  among 
those  whom  I  have  once  been  proud  to  call  my  pohti- 
cal  friends,  the  motion  now  pending  in  the  House,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  supported,  sufficient- 
ly   indicate.     .After    a    struggle    between    contending 
feehngs,  I  have  therefore  determined  to  resign  the  of- 
fice I  now  hold,  to  permit  those  by  whom  I  am  perse- 
cuted to  attain,  with  greater  ease,  an  object   to  which 
they  have  been  willing  to  sacrifice,  not  only  my  fam- 
ily biit  my  repuUtion.     I  beg  the  Speaker  and  House 
to  accept  of  this  my  resignation  of  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.     I  take  this  last  op- 
pjrtunity  to  offer  to  yourself,  and  the  House,  the  hom- 
age of  my  unfeigned  respect,  and  to  those  who  have 
stood  forth  to  befriend  an  injured  man,  and  resisted  the 
accusations  against  me,  the  assurances  of  my  eternal 
gratitude.     To  my  successor  in  office,  let  him  be  whom 
he  may,  I  wish  an  easier  and  happier  time  in  the  dis- 
charge  of  his  duties  than  I  have  had. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

PATRICK  MAGRUDER. 


PAY.MENT  FOR  PROPERTV  LOST,  Ac. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  payment  for  the  properly  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  while  employed  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Slates:  When, 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the 
table.— Negatived. 

Mr.  BioELow  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  which  was 
determined  in  ihe  negative. 

The  amendment  made  by  the  Committee  of  the 
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Whole  Hou^e  to  the  second  section  was  then  ngain 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Harris  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  therein  the  following 
section,  as  the  4th  section  thereof: 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  per- 
son whose  rifle  or  other  firearm  may  heretofore  have 
been  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  order  of  any  officer  therein  employed,  and  which 
shall  not  have  been  returned  or  otherwise  accounted 
for,  shall  be  entitled  to  pay  for  the  same. 

Which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following 
words,  contained  in  the  5th  and  Gth  lines  of  the 
2d  section,  to  wit :  '  either  by  impressment  or  con- 
tract;" which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  further  amended;  and  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Kilbocrn,  further  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting,  between  the  11th  and  12th 
lines  of  the  1st  section,  the  following  words  :  "  or 
who  shall  have, lost  any  horse  or  horses  while 
in    service   as  aforesaid,   in  consequence  of  the 


Troup,  Voae,  Ward  of  Maasachusetta,  Webster,  Whea. 
ton.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MussachusetU,  and 
Vancey. 

Mr  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  further  to 
atnend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  the  following 
section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  mounted  men  who 
have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  who  have  lost,  or  shall 
hereafter  lose,  their  horses,  by  death  or  otherwise,  with- 
out their  default  or  negligence,  in  consequence  of  their 
being  dismounted  and  separated  from  their  horses  by 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  value  thereof. 

Which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McLean  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting,  after  (he  words  "United  States."  in 
the  lOih  line  of  the  1st  section,  the  following 
words :  •'  or  where  any  horse  or  horses  may  have 
been  surrendered  to  the  enemy  and  lost  to  the 
owner  by  capitulation;"  which  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 


owner  being  killed  or  wounded,  or  his  obedience  |  amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  bv  adding 
to  the  orders  of  the  oflacer  commanding  any  ex-  {  thereto  the  following  words:  "deducting  ihere- 
pedition."  from  the  amount  which  may  have  accrued  to  the 

Which  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative,  j  claimant  for  the  use  and  risk  of  his  horse ;"  which 
Mr.  Desha  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  :  was  determined  in  the  negative, 
adding  thereto  the  following  section  :  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mounted  vol-    amend  the  first  section,  as  follows: 
unteers  who   served  in  the  Northwestern  expedition  j      Line  5,  after  the  word  "damage,"  insert  "without 
in  the  Fall  of  the  year  1813,  or  in  the  Southern  cam-     any  fault  or  neglect  on  his  part." 
paign  against  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  commanded  ,      Line  4,  strike  out  the  word  "has,"  and  insert  "have." 
by  Major  GeneralJackson  and  General  Floyd,  and  who  i       Line  6,   after  the   word   "or,"  strike   out   the   word 
lost  their  horses  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  consequence  i  »  by,"  and  insert  "  which  have  died,  or  shall  hereafter 
of  being  dismounted  and  separated  from   their  horses  i  Jje  of." 
by  the   orders  of  the  Commanding  General,  without 


the  default  or  negligence   of  the  owner,  shall   be  en- 
titled to  compensation  therefor. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  62.  nays  65,  as 
follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clendenin, 
ComEtock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow,  Forney,  Ghol- 
son,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Humphreys,  Hun- 


And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  said  amend- 
ments, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
bill  was  further  amended  ;  and  if  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 


bill 


Monday,  January  30. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
supplementary  lo    the  act  entitled   "An  act 


gerford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilhoum,  Lefferls,  ^  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  .McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  .Montgom-  .  for  other  purposes,"  were  read,  and  concurred  ia 
ery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Rea  of  Penn-  i  by  the  House. 
sylvania,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shef-  '      Qn  motion  of  Mr.  McKee 


fey,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir 
ginia.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Barbour,  Barnctt,  Baylies 
of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breck- 
enridge,  Burwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Golds- 
borough,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Has- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land. King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovelt,  Macon,  Markell,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be 
I  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  com- 
]  pelling  the  Clerk  of  this  House  to  give  bond  for 
:  the  faithful  application  and  disbursement  of  the 
I  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 
I  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "concerning  field 
}  officers  of  the  militia,"  was  read  a  second  time, 
■  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  engrossed  bill,  giving  a  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  was  read  a  third 
lime,  passed,  and  sent  lo  the  Senate, 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  whilst  in  the 


I 
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milii|ry  service  o^'  the  United  Stales,  was  read  a  |  for  payment  to  the  moanted  Tolantoer.  and  draughted 

4'?Tn  ''^•'^'^-      .     r.  .  '"''''•'•  ^^°  ^*"'  •*^'^'^  '"  ''^^  Northwestern  army, or 

IrfJ'  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni-  |  againat  the   Creek  Indians,    under    the    command  of 

|ates  to  rfcei^re  into  the  service  of  the  United     (Generals  Jackson  and  Floyd,  of  the  value  of  the  horaea 

I  certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and  or-  j  ^oai  by  them  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  States,  in 

td  in  any  S^te  to  oerve   in  lieu  of  the  mil-  !  e'tber  of  their  several  expeditions,  in  consequence  of 

tereo/,  pa-sse,l   through  a  Committee  of  the     ^^^  ""^^  being  dismounted  and  separated  from  their 

t.  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read     *^o"^  by  order  of  their  respective  commanding  offi- 


_  lime. 
M,^Lewi9  call.'d  up  the  bill  for  repairing  or 
rebu.^iing  the  puMic  buildings  in  this  city,  which 
the  Ijpuse  refu^eU  to  lake  up.  60  to' 49;  and  also 
iheial  to  mcorpoVate  the  Farmers  and  iMechan- 
ics'lF.ak  of  Georgetown  ;  and  also  the  billestab- 
iishirjr  the  Bank  (jf  the  Metropolis;  all  which  the 
Houns  refused  to  irake  up. 

Tiis  bill  for  theuegulation  of  the  courts  of  jus- 

ihe  Tertitijtry  of  Indiana  was  then  taken 

pommitt(;e;)f  the  Whole,  on  the  motion  of 

:nni.ng8.     After  some  discussion  on   this 

was  ordetipd  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 


latin^ 

repor 

day  / 

Mr 


House  resalved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  \  liole.  on  thf^bill  in  addition  to  the  act  regu- 
'         |the  Post  O^ce  Establishment;  the  bill  was 

d  to  the  Flouse,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
Monday  n;xt. 

Eppes,  fron:  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 


Meat  :  reported  a  t;ill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treaj  ry  notes  lor  the  service  of  the  year  1815; 
whicFwas  read  urice,  and  committed  to  a  Com'- 
miitejj'of  the  Whc^e. 

A  i^isj.age  from.<he  Seoate  informed  the  House 
that  1    e  Senate  have  pa^-sed  a  bill,  -in  addition 


cers,  and  without  the  fault  or  neglect  of  the  owner,  or 
in  conseijuence  of  the  rider  or  ridcra  being  killed  or 
wounded  in  battle;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House  a  bill 
accordingly. 

The  question  was  taken  to  consider  the  said 
resolution,  and  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  43.  " 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
luwing  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  reduc- 
ing the  tax  laid  on  stilla  or  boilers  used  solely  in  the 
rectification  of  spirituous  liquors,  or  on  spirits  rectified 
therein." 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution — 
54  votes  to  52. 

Mr.  Rl'ggles  stated  his  reasons  for  this  mo- 
tion, viz:  that  the  duty  was  now  so  high  as  to 
effectually  suppress  such  distillation,  as  he  was 
informed  by  letters  from  his  district. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative- 
ayes  45. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House  was  submitted  by 

irdered  to 


;j||Sbed  the  bill  "to  prohibit  intercourse  with 
the  *r^^my,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  an 
amefl  ,neni,  in  wfeich  they  request  the  concur- 
rence; I  this  Hous^i. 

O^jAlOtlOn  of  M,\  CANf<ON, 

Kii^red,  That  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  ^'*>4deni's  Me^iage  which  relates  to  the  mil- 
itia, t^  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of^rbNadiag  the  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
litle(J  J  An  act  to  pr.)  vide  for  calling  forth  the  mil- 
itia OD|;xecute  the'  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insu^jjriions,  and  jepel  i»ivasions.  and  to  repeal 
'*'"  a;i;«iiow  in   force  for  those  purposes,  and  to 


i 


the 

incrta*?  the  pay  of  volunteer  and  militia  corps  " 
IMssed|«ebruary  th«  2d.  1813.  so  as  to  allow  to 
the  rii|tia.  in  additjon  to  the  pay  and  emoluments 
allow.*  by  the  b*.'f(;.re  recited  act,  who  now  are. 
hereafter  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
he  same  af-nount  of 

tie  time  thtiy  are  in  said  service,  as  is  aK 
>  the  regular  array  ;  and  in  all  cases  where 
I    railiiia   sl|all   furnish   themselves   with 
..  ,  while  in  service  as  aforesaid,  to  allow 
them  i^e  amount  cf  the  United  States'  price  id 
money.-<n  lieu  thereof. 
Thejpilowing  re.-olution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 

RuoKd,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law, 


or  m« 

States 
tion  t 
lowed 

the  sa 
clothu, 


committees 

-^ ,  for  the 

reconsideration  of  any  decision  of  the  preceding  day 
shall  be  in  order,  and  have  precedence  of  all  other 
business." 

"  All  bills,  resolutions,  orders,  or  other  propositions, 
adopted   by  the  House,  shall  be  retained  in  lU  posses- 
sion until  the  time  limited  for  motions  for  reconsidera- 
tion  shall  have  expired,  unless  otherwise  speciallv  di- 
I  rected."  ^       ^ 

I  JOSEPH  G.  ROBERTS. 

i  Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph 
G.  Roberts;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.     It  is  as  follows: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  a  surgeon  in  the  Nary 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  such  was  attached  to  the 
squadron  on  Lake  Erie,  commanded  by  Commodore 
Perry  ;  that  whilst  the  squadron  lay  in  port,  the  men 
becoming  sickly,  a  hospital  was  esublishcd  on  shore, 
and  the  petitioner  placed  over  it  as  surgeon  ;  that 
whilst  discharging  his  duty  on  shore  the  action  on  the 
lake  took  place,  on  the  lOih  of  September,  1813,  in 
which  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  squadron  was  cap- 
tured ;  that  some  of  the  wounded  seamen  were  sent 
to  the  hospiul  after  the  action  ;  that,  in  dividing  the 
prize  money,  such  a  construction  has  been  given  to 
the  law  as  to  exclude  the  petitioner  from  any  part 
thereof;  under  which  construction  the  whole  of  said 
prize  money  has  been  distnbuted  among  the  officers 
and  crew ;  the  petitioner  prays  that  Congress  would 
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grant  him  such  a  sum  as  will  be  equal  to  what  his  pro- 
portion of  the  said  prize  money  would  have  been,  had 
It  been  determined  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  propor- 
tion thereof. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  construction 
given  to  the  law  in  the  case  stated  is  a  correct  one, 
and  conformable  to  naval  usage  in  similar  cases.  Prize 
money  is  allowed  as  a  stimulus  to  courage  and  exer- 
tion in  action,  and  a  reward  for  valor,  danger,  and  vic- 
tory. They,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

THOM.\S  RIDDELS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Riddel;^ ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.     It  is  as  follows: 

NaVT   DKrARTMKNT,  JoH.  28,    1815. 

Sib:  In  reply  to  an  order  of  the  honorable  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  third  inst.,  referring  the  peti- 
tion of  ThomasRiddels,  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  theNavy  Pension  Fund,  I  have  the  honor  to 
aUtc  that  Thomas  Riddels  was  regularly  shipped  in  the 
United  Sutes'  service  at  six  dollars  per  month  wages, 
and  was  stationed  on  board  gunboat  No.  121,  command- 
ed by  Sailingmaster  Wm.  Shced  ;  that,  on  the  29th  day 
of  July,  1813,  in  an  action  with  the  enemy,  which  took 
place  near  the  entrance  of  the  Delaware  bay,  the  said 
Thomas  Kiddels  lost  his  leg.  After  recovering  from 
amputation,  he  was  employed  at  the  navy  yard,  Phila- 
delphia, and  on  the  30lh  May,  1813,  a  pension  was 
granted  to  him  of  three  dollars  per  month,  being  the 
highest  rate  authorized  by  law. 

There  are  many  ca.ses  of  peculiar  hardship  similar 
to  this,  particularly  in  the  corps  of  marines,  in  which 
a  man,  for  the  greatest  degree  of  disability,  can  receive 
no  more  than  half  his  monthly  pay,  which  heretofore 
has  been  only  six   dollars. 

As  the  pension  granted  to  this  boy,  Thomas  Riddels, 
is  for  life,  he  might  be  bound  apprentice  to  some  pro- 
fitable sedentary  trade,  and  the  accumulation  of  his 
pension,  under  guardianship,  and  proper  management, 
may  enable  him  to  be  usefully  employed  both  for  him- 
self and  the  country. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.   W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakek 

Of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

ELECTION  OF  CLERK. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  proceed  on at 

o'clock,  to  the   appointment  of  a  Clerk,  in  the 


room  of  Patrick  Magruder,  who  has  resigned  that 
office. 

The  question  on  filling  the  first  blank  with  the 
word  to-morrow  was  decided  in  the  negaiive — 
60  to  55. 

Mr.  Pearson  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  introduce  a  motion 
to  postpone  the  appointment  of  a  Clerk  until  the 
Dext  ses>ion,  and  in  the  meantime  to  appoint  a 
Clerk  temporarily.  He  desired  time  to  make  a 
selection  from  such  candidates  as  should  present 
themselves  for  this  important  office. 

To  this  it  was  objected,  that  the  office  of  Clerk 


was  io  itself  temporary,  and  would  require  re- 
election at  the  commencement  of  next  session. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  Vermont,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  word  Wednesday  ;  which  was  negatived 
— ayes  43. 

The  blanks  were  then  filled  with  the  words, 
"this  day,  at  two  o'clock." 

The  motion,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  House  afterwards  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Clerk.  Messrs.  Thomas  Dougherty,  Thomas  L. 
McKenney,  O.  B.  Brown.  Samuel  Burch,  and  N. 
B.  Van  Zandt,  were  severally  nominated.  Oq 
the  first  balloting  there  were — 

For  Mr.  Dougherty  -        -        -        - 


McKenney 
Burch  - 
Brown 
Van  Zandt 
Seattering 


80 
35 
19 
13 
4 
6 


On  the  second  ballot  Mr.  Dougherty  had  83 
votes,  and  Mr.  McKenney  73,  and  four  scattering  ; 
so  Mr.  Dougherty  was  elected. 


Tuesday,  January  31. 
Thomas  Doogherty,  who  was,  on  yesterday, 
elected  Clerk  of  this  House,  gave  his  attendance, 
and  took  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  by  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  administering  certam  oaths." 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  setting 
forth  the  defenceless  situation  of  that  Territory, 
and  praying  that  such  number  of  troops  may  be 
stationed  in  said  Territory  as  wilt  be  sufficient, 
not  only  to  repel  aggression,  but  to  carry  on  ac- 
tive warfare  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dis- 
charged from  a  further  consideration  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  12th  of  November  last,  relative  to  the 
importation  of  certain  goods  free  of  duty,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingersolu  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  presented  on 
the  9ih  instant;  and  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Territory  of  Illinois,  presented  on  the  18th  in- 
stant; as  also,  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  4th  instant,  relative  to  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  and  to  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters;  and  the  said  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  were  referred  to  Messrs. 
Sharp.  Taylor.  Law,  Sherwood,  Kino,  of 
North  Carolina,  Wood,  and  Jennings. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "in  addition  to  the 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  Siate  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  reported  a  bill  to  fix 
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t^^^ompcDsation  and  increase  the  accountability 
"  ^^llectors  of  the  di/ect  lax  j  which  was  twice 
p.  and  committed. 

le  bill  sent  from  fhe  House  to  prohibit  inter- 
kse    with    the   ent,-my,    was    returned    to    the 
ise  with   sundry  Amendments;   which  occa- 
«?ied  considerable  discussion,  but  were  all  con- 
Cu'red  10  eventually. 

i^  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

'  JiiC  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ttaVVhole.  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
t|i  support  of  the  Government  for  1815.— fThe 
90!  hat  bill.J  *- 

^lls  of  this  description  are  generally  consid- 
,  as  liiile  more  tham  mere  matter  of  form,  as 
dfc^natmg    moneys   to    be  applied    to  purposes 
a4*dy  auihurijed  by  law  ;  and,  therefore,  seldom 
rise  to  dispussion.     One  clause  of  this  bill, 
Jever,  gave  rise  to  a  wide  and  rather  animated 
djr>.>te  ol  a  desijltory  character. 
^Mf.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
tj«jv.;ause  whi.jh  appropriates,  for  the  salary  of 
U^uperintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies 
apr^clerks  and  inessea<jer  employed  in  his  office' 
t^ii^housand  dojiars.     This  motion  he  predicated 
o^  -le  idea  thal|this  office  was  in  itself  unimpor- 
t^D^and  it.s  utility  by  no  means  commensurate 

^l4i   Its  rnst  tn-iiia  r2/-viro>r.r,, „_. 
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Its  cost  to'ihe  Government. 
us  motion  was  supported,  in  debate,  by  the 
-r  and  Me^rs.  Pitkin,   Sueffey,  Gaston 
ow.  Hans,  n,  and  Grosvenor  ;  and  opposed 
essrs.  Eppi:a,  Hawkins,  Wright,  and  Fisk 
iiew  1  ork.  ' 

the  one  hi.nd,  it  was  alleged   that  no  man 
assign  the  uses  of  this  office  to  the  Govern- 
or at  leas;  any  adequate  to  its  cost,  which 
not  as  well  be  performed  by  a  single  clerk 
office  o>  Che  Accountant  of  the  War  De- 
l-ient.  &c.;  and,  if  useless,  that  it  would  be 
.per  course  (jo  strike  out  that  item  of  this  bill 
Ifostpone  iCtill  the   bill   making  appropria- 
for  the    Military  department  should  come 
undjr  consideration,  in  which  it  might  be  conve- 
nie*ly  laseried,  if  then  deemed  expedient  to  be 
coTHlnued. 

nfHll^^  otber  hand  u  was  argued,  that  this 
offi,«  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  proper 
d uii  hutioo  and  accouutability  for  military  sup- 
pli^A  o  which  a  proper  account  and  checks  there- 
t^ld  10  no  wny.  probably,  be  so  well  supplied, 
^wever.  iher  continuaoce  of  this  office  were 
jiidispensabk",  of  which  most  of  the  gentle- 
Jrti  either  sKJe  professed  themselves  unquali- 

»ti  ''J^\'  '^?  '*"'  °"'  '^^  Pf°P"  ^-^y  to  get 

at  I  office  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing  it.  The 
o^t  now  existed  hy  law,  and  it  was  fs  proper 
aoj^.fcessary  to  appropriate  money  for  itJ  sup- 
^1    ^"'  '^^  "^  "y  «ffice  under  the  Govern- 

yyen  the  question  was  taken,  there  appeared 
to   k  ,  for  strikiog   out   the  clause    59.   against 

JS^  ^w  *'  ^'"^'^^^  was  reported  to  the  House. 
butjtJ:^  House  adjournel  before  deciding  00  the 
»mv<*nieQts  madf  in  Committee 

'!     1 


Mr.  Moore  presented  a  petition  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of  the  city  and 
precincts  of  Baltimore,  representing  the  defence- 
less situation  of  that  city,  and  praving  that  a 
force  may  be  provided  adequate  to  their  defence 
during  the  next  campaign— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying 
that  the  said  Territory  may  be  erected  into  a 
separate  and  independent  State.— Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Neu-ton.  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kershaw,  from  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, reported  a  bill  to  compel  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congres,s  of  the 
United  States,  to  give  security  for  the  faithful 
application  and  disbursement  of  the  contingent 
lund  of  the  said  House;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.    ' 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affair.s.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah 
Coolidge  aod  James  Burnham;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
VV  hole. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise ' 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.   Yancey,   from    the    same   committee,   to 

whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for 

the  relief  of  William    Gamble."  made  a  report 

hereon  ;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 

bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues lor  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
iiod   maintaining  the   public  credit,  by  layioff  a 
duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jew- 
Hry,  and  paste  work,  manufactured  within   the 
United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  to  the   Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

SURETIES  OF  A  COLLECTOR. 
Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  So  omon 
Wazer  and   Mary  Ecclestoo;  which  was    r^.d 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hous^ 
on  Saturday  next.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

nZ^V.  '^^  f^^Jow.ng  i,  the  .Utement  of  f.ctii  which 
niust  govern  the  opinion  of  the  Hou.e  in  this  ce  • 

Vipnn"      u  "  ,^"  •PP*'"''"^  ^°"«»«^  of  'he  port' of 
Vienna   in  Maryland,  ahout  the  Is-t  day  of  .\pril   1795 
and  Solomon  Fraxer  and  Charle.  EccLton  (the   at.;; 

tTe-'m      irr'"'!  '!P^'^»«nt«f'e.)  became  hia  .ure- 

of  wo.h  T^'^u    ^"•**^  ®"^"  •"  'he  penal  sum 

of  two  thousand  dollars.     At  the  end  of  the  fear  1795, 
James  Fraitr  wa*  m  arrear,  on  rendering  his  accounts 
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to  the  Government,  in  the  auni  of  $360  82 ;  which 
balance  against  him  continued  to  increase  from  year 
to  year,  until  the  month  of  June.  1805,  about  whuh 
time  James  Frazer  went  out  of  office,  when  the  sum 
due  from  him  to  the  United  States  was  $3,924  86. 
No  measures  were  taken  by  the  United  States  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  the  arrears  due  from  James  Fra- 
zer until  June,  1785,  (after  he  was  out  of  office,)  when 
a  suit  was  commenced  against  him  and  his  sureties. 
The  writ  against  James  Fraier  was  returned,  served 
at  September  term,  1807,  and  judgment  was  obtained 
against  him  at  September  term,  1808,  for  the  balance 
of  his  account.  Execution  was  taken  out  on  this 
judgment,  on  the  29th  day  of  June,  1810,  by  virtue  of 
which  Jamci)  Frazer  was  imprisoned  ;  and  on  the  3d 
day  of  July  thereafter  was  discharged  from  his  impris- 
ODment,  by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  ground  of  his  insolvency.  This  order  of  the 
Secretary  was  irregular,  being  granted  by  him  under  a 
mistaken  supposition  that  James  Frazer  was  impris- 
oned on  a  judgment  obtained  on  a  revenue  bond  ;  the 
law  emfwwering  the  Secretary  to  discharge  from  im- 
prisonment in  certain  cases  not  extending  to  the  case 
of  collector  j. 

It  does  not  appear  when  the  insolvency  of  James 
Frazer  took  place  ;  but  it  appears  that,  in  February, 
1804,  be  sustained  a  conxiderable  loss  by  fire  ;  and  that 
be  had  property  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  thous- 
and dollars  about  the  end  of  the  year  1808. 

It  also  appears  that  a  judgment  was  obtained  against 
Solomon  Frazer  for  the  sum  of  $2,000,  (the  penalty  of 
the  bond,)  before  the  year  1808,  which  is  atill  in  force. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  judgment  has  been  ob- 
tained against  Charles  Eccleston  or  his  personal  rep- 
resentative. 

On  this  statement  of  facts  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  the  relief  they 
ask  for ;  and,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitions  of  Solo- 
mon F^razer  and  .Mary  Eccleston  is  reasonable,  and 
ought  to  be  granted. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  oi'  the 
report  of  the  arnendineots  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1815;  and  the>aid  amendments  being  again 
read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  Hou>e,  except  the 
following,  to  wit: 

"  Strike  out  the  following  items  : 

"  For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  General 
of  Military  Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in 
bis  office, ; 

"  For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent General  of  Millitary  Supplies, ." 

After  much  debate,  the  question  was  taken  to 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  House  in 
striking  out  the  said  items,  and  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  61.  nays  80.  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brcckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  GoldBlK>rough, 
Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Henderson,  Hungerford,  Hulbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Inland,  Kent  of  New  york,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Macon,  Markell,  McKee.  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oak- 


ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Ruggles.  Schurcman,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slay  maker,  Stanford.  Stockton,  Stu- 
art, Sturges,  Tagga'rt,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusettn,  Ward  of  New  Jersey.  "Webster.  Whea- 
ton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MassachusetU,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\lexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Burwcll,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon.  Corn- 
stock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cuthl)ert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gaodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkiiis  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Leffcrts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  .McCoy,  McLean,  Moore, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
PleasanU,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  V'ancey. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 


ThuhsdaY;  February  2. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Hallowell ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  coiomitied. 

Mr.  Bkiguam  .submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expedi- 
ency of  reducing  the  national  expenses,  by  abolishing 
any  of  the  olfices  in  the  Military  or  War  Department, 
or  by  discharging  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  whose  continuance  in  office  may  not  be  neces- 
sary for  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  ;  which  was  read,  considered,  and 
rejected  by  the  House: 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so  much 
of  the  President's  .Message  of  the  20lh  of  September 
Ia5t,  as  relates  to  the  classing  and  disciphning  of  the 
militia,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision,  by  law,  to  make  all  white  male  per- 
sons, between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
residing  on  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  not  ex- 
tinguished, liable  to  do  militia  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson. 

Beitol-ved,  That  the  memorial  of  William  Lam- 
bert, accompanied  with  astronomical  calculations 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  first  mendiaa 
for  the  United  States,  at  the  seat  of  their  Govern- 
ment, presented  on  the  27th  of  December,  1809 j 
also,  the  reports  of  two  committees  of  this  House, 
and  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  thai 
subject,  made  the  28th  of  March,  1810,  the  20th 
of  January,  1813.  and  the  3d  of  July.  1812,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  Congress  adopting  such  measures 
as  .nay  be  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects 
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»-y' ^f 

exposed  in  ihf"  said  memorial  and  reports,  with 

Je|ve  10  reporij  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

i  5vlessrs.  Ne|8on,  Lowndes.  Webster,  Kent, 

i)<*  .New  York,  and  Bowen,  were  appointed  the 

prSnruiitee. 

•  IVn   engro!iS(«d   bill   making  appropriations  for 

k^'  support  of  Oovernment  for  the  year  1815.  was 

Ttad  the  third  |ime.  and  passed. 

I'An  engroseil  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
'I9t  United  Sinies  to  receive  into  the  service  of 
"ti-  United  Slates,  c<^rlain  corps  which  rnay  be 
fSsed  and  orgtanized  by  any  Slate,  to  yerve  in 
Wu  o(  the  m;litia  thereof,  was  read  the  third 
t^e.  and  passed. 

tVo  engrov<i«d  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 
c<^rts  of  justi(;e  of  Indiana,  was  read  the  third 
liQe.  and  [lasstjd. 

^  he  House  (esolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ilife  Whole  on*  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Saltus, 
8||<i,  and  Coiiipany.  merchants,  of  the  city  of 
^(W  Yurk  ;  wjiich  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
ai^l  read  a  tiii)d  time  to-morrow. 

The  Hou-e  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ii|ff;  Whole  on, the  bill  to  amend  and  extend  the 
ip^visions  o!'  ijhe  act  of  the  16th  of  April,   1814, 

"iiled  '"An  ^act  confirming  certain  claims  to 
d  in  the  lifinois  Territory,  and  providing  for 
jiijgrir  location.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
iiCendmenis;  ;which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
;f^use,  and  th^  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
<vd  a  third  tiiae  tn  morrow. 
,  ^rhe  House*  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
o'  ihe  WholeJon  the  bill  to  provide  additional 
itVcnues  for  d^-fraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ufent,  and  rnafntainipg  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
i»  a  direct  lajx  U()or>  the  District  of  Columbia; 
«ko,  on  the  bi^  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
dltraying  the  ijxpensfs  of  Government,  and  main- 
t«niug  the  puvtlic  crf'dit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  lot- 
•tcl'^'i  »nd  onjthe  bill  to  provide  additional  rev- 
fkues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
^jJ  maintaiojng  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
;(f-ity  on  gold,' silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jew- 
.efYi  ■nd  pasje  work,  manufactured  within  the 
5Jniied  Stale>5;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
i^  the  Committee  reported  the  second  mentioned 
I  w  ith  amejidments,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again 
the  remaiijing  bills. 

.^     PAYMEiiT  YOR  HORSES  LOST,  ic. 

,  Trte  follou«tng    rejsolution    was  submitted   by 
)t^T.  KILBO^•R^ : 

[  ^Reaokcd,    TJial  the   Committee  of  Claima    be  in- 

Jli^ucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 

\.l    '"*'  ^°^   Pfy'"?    '*•   'b^   mounted  volunteers   and 

.(ijiugbtcd  iialrfia,  who  have  served  in  the  Xorthwest- 

trmy,  uadt-r  the  rommand  of  Generals  Jackson 

^d  Floyd,  aga;ngt  the  Creek  Indians,  or  lo  their  heirs 

lissigns,  the  value  oj  the  horses  by  them  lost  in  said 

t^.-vice,  in  ci^nfiequcnctr  of  the  men  being  dismounted 

,  separated  frtim  their  horses,  by  order  of  their  respect- 

;  commanding  officers,  on  any  expedition,  or  in  con- 

Luence  of  thvj  riders  being  killed  or  wounded  in  bat 


t 


i-^,  or  who  hav«  lost  tweir  horse  or  horses  while  in  the 
fi«trvice  of  the  ^nited  States,  by  any  unavoidable  acci- 
j«i|at.  deductmji;  from  the  original  value  of  such  horses, 

r^tfi>ectivelv.    a#    witrp     ruc^wr-tX     intr>    th<i    it^Txii^a 


j 


Jti«))ectively,  a^  were   received   into  the  service, 
I 


the 


amount  which  may  have  been  paid  for  the  use  there- 
of, in  any  of  the  cases,  prior  to  the  lost  of  the  same  aa 
aforesaid. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
tion  ;  and,  the  same  being  amended,  on  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  same,  it  passed  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  67,  nays  49.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenin,  Condict,  Crawford, 
Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Findley,  Forney,  Forvyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferls,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon, 
McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn!>ylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Tannehill,  Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yan- 
cey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Breckenridgc,  Brigham, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Goldsborough, 
Grosvcnor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Hulbert. 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis.  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pitkin, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  White, 
Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 


Friday.  February  3. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads  ;  which  was  read,  and 
coujmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  reconsideration 
of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica," which  was  returned  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  on  the  30th  day  of  January,  1815, 
with  objections;  and  have  resolved  that  the  said 
bill  do  not  pass,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  not 
agreeing  thereto. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  taxing  lotteries;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  fur  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Saltus,  Son 
dc  Co.,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  and  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  April,  1814.  en- 
titled 'An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their 
location,"  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining ihe  public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  all 
gold  and  silver  plate,  jewelry,  and  pasiework,  in 
the  hands  of  the  manufacturer,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was,  without  ob- 
jection, ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing on  to-tnorrow. 


I 
? 


1121 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1122 


February,  1815. 


Virginia  Military  Land  Claims. 


H.  opR. 


VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LAND  CLAIMS. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


of  the  cession  by  Virginia  to  the  General  Got- 
ernment.  with  a  reservation  of  a  certain  tract  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  j  land  ( winch  had  proved  insufficient)  for  the  sat- 
Clairason  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easion  and  Dor-  isfaction  of  her  military  land  warrants, 
othy  Storer,  repre.'enlatives  of  Colonel  Robert  j  The  debate  resulted  in  a  disagreement  to  the 
H.  Harrison,  of  Virginia,  deceased,  who  pray  for  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Pensions 
permission  lo  locate  a  land  warrant  granted  to  i  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  and  the  adoption  of 
them  by  the  State  of  Virginia  in  consideration 
of  the  revolutionary  services  of  the  deceased,  on 
the  public  lands,  a  portion  of  which  rightfully 
belongs,  as  it  is  contended,  to  Virginia  for  the 
satisfaction  of  claims  of  this  character. 

[The  circumstances  of    this   case  are  nearly 


the  following  in  lieu  of  it 

^  Jiesolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  petition  as 
prays  compensation  for  the  extraordinary  and 
valuable  revolutionary  services  of  the  ancestors 
of  the  petitioners,  be  rejected ;  and.  that  so  much 
thereof  as  prays  that  a  law  may  pass  authorizing 


these  :  Colonel  Harrison  was  one  of  the  best  and  ,  them  to  locate,  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 


most  approved  officers  of  the  Coutinental  array, 
until  after  the  siege  of  Yorktown.  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  the  capacity  of  aid  and  secretary 
to  General  Washington,  whose  representatives 
did  not,  until  1813,  obtain  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia a  grant  of  land  in  consideration  of  his  ser- 
vices ;  which  grant,  however,  owing  to  the  cession 
of  her  land  by  Virginia  to  the  United  States,  with- 
out  sufficient  reservation  fur  the  satisfaction  of 
military  claims,  (though  such  reservation  was  in 


a  warrant  lately  issued  to  them  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  for  the  services  aforesaid.'  is  reasonable 
and  ought  to  be  granted." 

This  resolve  having  been  reported  to  the  House 
they  adjourned  without  coming  to  a  decisioa 
thereon. 


Saturday.  February  4. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
tended,)  is  of  no  present  use  to  them  ;  and  they  I  Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  •  for  the 


therefore  pray  permission  to  locate  this  warrant 
on  any  unappropriated  lands  of  tiie  United  States, 
and  also  pray  compensation  from  the  United 
States  for  the  services  of  tlieir  deceased  father. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  was  referred 
report,  that  this  case  cannot  be  diNtinguished  from 


relief  of  Henry  .Nimmo,''  without  amendment, 
and  It  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
order  of  the  day  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  23d  of  September   last,   to  in- 


a  mas?  of  other  claims,  barred  by  the  statute  of  I  quire  into  the  cause  of  the  success  of  the  enemy 
limitations,  and  therefore  ought  nut  to  be  granted.]  !  in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  city  and  the 

This  report  wa-?  warmly  and  eloquently  op-  !  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria,  was  postponed 
posed  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Jackson,  i  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Sheffey,  and  .Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and  \  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Mr.  McKee.  of  Kentucky,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  I  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  alter  and 
Bowen,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Wright,  of  .Maryland.  I  amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing  a  Navy 
and  Mr.  Chappell,  of  South  Carolina.  j  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Cora- 

The  debate  on  the  report  spread  over  the  whole  j  missioners ;"  also,  the  bill  "'for  the  better  regula- 
field  of  the  equitable  right  of  the  State  of  Vir-  j  tion  of  the  Ordnance  department ;"  with  amend- 
ginia  to  claim  of  the  United  States  the  location  '  ments  to  each,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  her  mMitary  land  warrants  on  the  lands  of  the  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bilf 
United  Slates,  seeing  that  she  only  of  all  the  '"  making  appropriations  for  repairing  or  rebuild- 
States  had  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  General  ing  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
Government  to  cede  to  them  all  her  public  land,  |  ton  ;"  in  which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 


reserving  only  a  portion    thereof  for  the  satisfac 
lion  ot  claims  and  donations  for  military  services 


this  House. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 


which  portion  had  been  too  small  for  that  object.  |  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  Col- 
Those  who  opposed    the  report  advocated   this  I  lege  in  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
right;  those  who  supported  the  report  denied  the  j  and  Mr.  Eppes    reported  a    bill   for   the  relief  of 
legal  or  equitable  claim  of  Virginia.    Oihertopics 
intermingled   in  the  debate,  arising  in  a  degree 
from  State  feelings,  but  nxjt  from   any  denial  of 
the   merits   of  Colonel   Harrison,  except   by  the 
assertion  that  there  were  persons  in  other  States, 
of  equal  merit,  to  whom,  or  to  whose  representa- 
tives, no  compensation  had  been  granted  for  their 
military  services,  comparable  to   that   now  pro- 
posed to  be  too  generously  besiowed  on  the  rep- 
resentatives of  Colonel   Harrison,   in   preference 
lo  the  satisfaciion  of  other  claimants  for  Revolu- 
tionary services,  whose  claims  were  rigorously 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.     On  the  other 
hand,  the  location  of  the  land  warrant  granted 
by  Virginia,  was  claimed  as  a  right  growing  out 
13lh  Con.  3d  Sess. — 36 


Joshua  Sands.  The  first  bill  was  read  three  limes 
and  passed,  and  the  latter  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabit . 

The  engrossed  bills  for  taxing  lotteries,  and  for 
laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware  and 
jewelry,  were  each  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Anacostia  Bridge 
Company  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  was  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
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ted   States,  which  hare 

rfd  by    any    resolve   or 


^(J^nd  the  acf  establishing  the  Navy  Depart-  I  claims  against  the  Unit 
Ijo^it.  by  addir^  thervto  a  Board  of  Commission-  been  liquidated  and  bar 
^r*  were  read  ^ind  concurred  in.  statute  ot  limitations. 

.  4'he  amendruenis  of  the  same  body  to  the  bill  ,      And   the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
|o«the  better  rfgulation  of  the  Ordnance  depart-    determined  in  the  negative. 

iitot,  were  als^  read  r.nd  committed.  The  questien  was  then   taken.  Shall   the  bill 

^'he  bill  frun>  the  Senate  making  appropriations  '  pass?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative 


fc»repairing  oi*  rebuilding  the  public  buildings,  in 
lb  -City  of  Washington,  was  twice  read  and  com- 
'!ted.  : 

'he  Speaker  laid;  before   the   House  a  letter 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  memo- 
rial fronj    Thomas  Ewell,  of  this    District;    in 
which,  after  describing  the  advantages  of  such 
institutions,  he  prays  a  law  may   he  passed,  au- 
_     n  the  Serr«.<ary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting    thorizing  landed  proprietors  of  the  United  Slates, 
ti^Jry  siatemffnts,  which  have  usually  been  pre-    to  issue  notes  payable  six  months  after  date,  &,c., 
^^ed  to  the  vjew  of  Congress  in  the  annual  re-  ;  (in  the  manner  of  the  notes  Mr.  E.  himself  had 
P<j|^  on  the  stale  of  the  finances,  and  are  intended     i>sued.] 


t^tj;|.«: company  ihe  report  upon  that  subject,  made 
Ovyibe  23d  day.  of  September  last. 

^  AMY-  DARDIN. 

'  ft'hebill  for  jhe  relief  of  Amy  Dardin,  the  rep- 
amative    of,  David  Dardin.    deceased,   passed 
)Ugh  a  Consmillee  of  the  Whole,  was  widely  I 
^ated,  and   alt   last  (for   perhaps   the  twentieth 
in  one  or;other   branch  of  the  Legislature) 
[pred  to  bee.'.grosseiJ  for  a  third  reading. —  For 
i|  bill  69.  against  it  o9,  as  follows  : 

^'kas — Mewr'..  Alstcji,  Anderson,  Barbour,   Bard, 

Brei.k<Jnridge,    Brigham,    Cannon,    Conard, 

,  Culpvper.  Dftvis  of  Ma^isachusetU,  Duvall, 

Gholson,   Goidsborough,  Goodwyn,   GourJin, 

Grosvenvr.   Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kcn- 

V,  Humpbr<»vs,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of 

Ae  Island,  Jaikson  ot  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 

ison  of  Ky.,*  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Md.,  Kerr,  Ker- 

,  King  of  North  Cbroiina,  Lowndes,  McKee,  Mc- 

n.  Montgom«Ty,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 

isby.    Ptarsoji,    Plessant.<!,    Kea  of    Pennsylvania, 


B'^en,  ] 
CiCighton 
)Plf>»».  G 
GiUfin, Gi 


.)  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  laid  oa 
the  table. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  from  a  select  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois  Territory,  (giving  it 
power  to  fix  the  lime  and  places  at  which  the 
Judges  of  the  Territory  shall  hold  the  courts 
therein.)  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  bill  authorizing 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  year  1815,  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  bill  to  compel  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  give  bond,  having  paj^sed 
through  a  Commitief  of  the  Whole,  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tlie  bill  for  suh.si>iing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  by  authorizing  the  appoiniment  ol  Com- 


Ki,.jfgold,  Roltcrtson,  R»jgg|p8,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,     missiuners  ol  Subsistence,  passed  ihrouch  a  Com 


»lkirey,Shipherd.  Smith  of  New  York.  Smith  of  Penn 
tvf  ania,  ymirh  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Taggart.  Telfair, 
I'Ltoinpson.  Tronp.  Wh^te,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
•y^ania,  Wmtc,  W^od,  and  Wright. 

-.Messr*.  Ateisnder,  Archer,  BarnctL,  Baylies 
^lassachuBctl-,  Boyd,.  Bradbury,  Butler,  Champion, 
pi-y,  Clcndcnin,  Condict,  Coi,  Crawford,  Davis  of 
insylvania,  Ely,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin,  Gas- 
Geddes.  Haie,  Hall.  Hasbrouck.  Henderson,  Ing- 
'1,  Kentof  Nuw  York.  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law, 
lerts,  Lovftt.  Lyle,  jMacon,  .Vlarkell,  .McCov,  Mc- 
p,  Moore,  M^-seley,  dickering.  Piper,  Pitkin,  John 
Id,  Wilham  Roed,  Rh^a  of  Tennessee,  Sage,  Schurr- 
%,  8herwood.j5tockt.yn.  Strong.  Sturges,  Tannehill. 
I  lor,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Ward 
I'cw  Jer:=ey,  Mr'ebstrf,  Wheaton,  Williams.  Wilson 


^fV^afsachusotJ^,  and  Yancey. 


MoNDAT,  February  6. 
.n  engro>sed  bill  (oj  the  relief  of  the  Anacostia 
[lige   Company  was  read   the  third  time  and 
rsed.  ■ 

iQ  ecgro.ssed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
.•ntatives  of  David;  Dardin  was  read  the  third 
ke  ;  and  a  iiwiion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Taylor. 
the  said  t>ill  be 'recommitted  to  the  Com- 
[tee  on  Pcfisioos  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 


mitlee  of  the  wliole  House,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

BATTLE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 
Mr.  Troui*.  i)f  Georgia,  from   the  Committee 
on  Military  Allair.*.,  made  a  report  recommending 
the  ado[>tioo  of  the  following  resolve: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  hepretent- 
atives  of  the^  Inited  States  of  America  in   Congest 
assembled.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  Ix;  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and 
through  him  to  the  ofBcers   and  men  under  bis  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  in  defeat- 
ing the  enemy  before  the  city  of  New  Orleana,  in  suc- 
cessives  battles  fought  on  the  23d  of  December,  1811, 
and  1st  and  8th  oJ  January,  1815;  in  which  a  British 
i  veteran  army,  formidable   in  number  as  in  disciphne, 
j  commanded  by  renowned  Generals,  was  thrice  beaten 
I  and  driven  back  with  great  Iom,  and  in  the  battle  of 
;  the  8th  of  January,  with  immense  slaughter,  by  a  mi- 
litia force  hastily  collected  to  the  defence  of  that  city, 
aided  by  a  small  body  of  regular  troops;  thus  illustra- 
ting Ihe  patriotic  defence  of  the  country  with  brilliant 
achievement,  and  signalizini?  the  Americans  by  steady 
perseverance,    incessant  vigilance,    patient    suflering, 
undaunted  firmness,  and  in   victory   moderation   and 
clemency  :  And  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 


bimiee   on   Ptrisions  »n,\  R«v,il..ti,,.,,,„   n\  -.v.^^..^^,  .  -luu  uiai  me  r-re»iaeni  ot  me  United  states 

.#*h  insruclLt    t^innmrP  fnrn  .h^  i  ^'   '"^""'^^  '"  ^»"»*  "  ^^^'^  '"'J'^'  ''^  ^  "'ruck,  with 

Sfc.U.n^to   rivmen?  J     ,b^^   T^    expediency  of    suitable  emblem,  and  devices,  and  presented  to  Major 
l^.tt.ng  to  p^ymen;  at  the   Treasury,  all  just  1  General  Jack«,n.  in  te.timony  of  the  high  sense  en- 
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tertained  by  Congress  of  events  to  memorable,  and  of 
services  so  eminent. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

CL.\SS1FICAT10N  OF  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  having  caught  the 
Speaker':!  eye,  spoke  nearly  as  follows  : 

Sir:  Impressed  as  I  am  with  the  importance  of 
the  crisis  to  which  our  country  is  approaching, 
and  anxious  as  1  feel  to  contribute  the  utmost  of 
my  feeble  efforts  to  insure  success  to  the  coniest 
in  which  it  is  engaged,  1  deem  it  unnecessary  that 
I  should  offer  an  apology  lor  troubling  the  House 
with  the  propositions  I  am  about  to  submit. 
Surely,  sir.  if  the  present  contest  shall  terminate 
ingloriously,  the  cause  of  it  must  and  will  be 
charged  upon  this  Congress;  and.  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  add,  that  nothing  can  ever  be  urged  as 
an  apology  for  us.  For  it  can  never  be  said,  that 
the  country  which  has  produced  a  Brown,  a  Scott, 
and  a  Jackson,  with  the  Spartan  bands  which 
have  fought  by  their  sides,  and  which  contains 
Dear  two  millions  of  men  equally  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  together  with  all  the  means  of  supply- 
ing armies  and  subsisting  its  inhabitants,  can  be 
tlDsuccessful  in  a  contest  with  any  nation  what- 
ever, except  for  want  of  a  proper  application  of 
the  means  within  the  power  of  the  Government. 
With  a  knowledge,  however,  of  the  diflSculty  we 
have  experienced  in  uniting  the  House  in  any  im- 
portant measures,  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  forbear 
making  an  attempt  at  a  new  project  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  and  content  myself  with 
trusting  the  defence  of  our  country  to  what  reg- 
tliar  forces  may  obtained  by  the  ordinary  mode 
of  enlistment,  relying  on  volunteers  and  militia 
for  the  balance.  But,  sir,  when  I  consider  the 
dangers  wiih  which  our  country  is  threatened, 
and  the  unequal  burdens  which  are  imposed  upon 
the  people  by  draughts  from  the  militia.  as  well  as 
the  enormous  expense  attending  ihem,  I  feel  it 
my  duty,  late  as  it  is.  to  make  one  effort  lo  accom- 

Flish  that  which  shall  better  comport  with  what 
believe  to  be  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  community. 

Mr.  R.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding, by  law,  for  arninging  the  citirens  subject  to  the 
direct  tax,  into  classes,  in  such  manner  that  each  shall, 
as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  consist  of  persons  residing 
contiguous  lo   each   other,  and  from  which  together 

hundred  dollars  shall  be  duo  ;  and  of  permitting 

each  class  to  furnish  one  man  for  the  regular  Army, 
within  a  given  numl>er  of  days,  in  lieu  of  said  tax. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  augmenting  the  direct 
tax  for  the  present  year,  so  as  thatltmay  be  sutlicient 

to  procure thousand  men  at hundred  dollars 

each. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these  res- 
olutions, .Mr.  R.  again  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows  : 

Having  submitted  the  propositions  before  you, 
it  is  due  to  myself  and  to  the  House,  that  I  should 


give  a  brief  explanation  of  my  views  as  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  proposed  measure.  I  propose,  sir,  that 
it  shall  be  made  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessors 
in  the  several  States,  as  soon  as  the  tax  lists  shall 
be  made  out,  to  furnish  each  assistant  assessor 
with  a  list  comprehending  the  taxable  persons  ia 
the  assessment  districts  respectively,  and  that  the 
assistant  assessors  shall  be  required  to  arrange 
them  into  classes  in  such  manner  that  each  class 
shall,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  consist  of  per- 
sons residing  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  from 
whom,  in  the  whole,  two  hundred  dollars  of  the 
tax  shall  be  due;  requiringof  the  said  assessors  that 
they  should  make  a  return  of  the  classification  to 
the  collector,  designing  the  classes  by  numbers, 
or  in  soineolhermannerwhichshall  be  sufficiently 
descriptive,  and  that  the  citizens  of  each  assess- 
ment district  should  be  notified  of  the  class  to 
which  they  may  severally  belong,  and  of  the  tax 
due  from  each,  by  the  posting  up  of  class  lists,  at 
a  suitable  number  of  the  most  public  places  ia 
each  district.  I  propose  that  each  class  should  be 
allowed  to  exonerate  itself  from  the  tax  by  fur- 
nishing a  man  (within  a  given  number  of  days) 
to  engage  for  the  war,  without  the  bounty  in 
money  from  the  Government  ;  but  to  be  entitled 
to  the  land  bounty,  and  that  a  class  on  furnishing 
a  recruit  should  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  from 
the  officer  authorized  to  receive  the  recruits, 
which  being  presented  to  the  collector  should  be 
good  payment  for  the  lax  of  the  class.  And  in 
the  absence  of  such  certificate,  for  a  g.ven  num- 
ber of  days,  the  collector  should  proceed  in  the 
collection.  It  is  not  improbable  that  in  arranging 
the  classes  it  might  be  expedient  in  some  cases, 
and  perhaps  in  all,  to  include  in  a  class  those 
whose  tax  together  should  amount  to  four,  or  six, 
or  perhaps  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  provide 
that  it  should  exonerate  itself  from  the  tax  by 
furnishing  a  corresponding  number  of  men.  I 
feel  no  difficulty,  sir,  in  hazarding  an  opinion,  that 
most  of  the  classes  would  furnish  the  men.  and  I 
believe  they  would  do  so,  because  thereby  they 
would  make  a  saving  to  themselves  in  money,  and 
not  only  would  they  make  a  saving  in  amount, 
but  in  most  cases  they  would  pay  a  recruit  in  the 
necessary  supplies  for  a  family,  and  in  various 
other  ways,  in  which  they  would  compensate 
him,  with  more  convenience  than  to  raise  the 
same  amount  in  money  at  a  given  period.  And 
in  aid  of  this  plan,  we  should  enlist,  not  only  all 
the  feelings  which  result  from  a  wish  to  see  the 
country  properly  defended,  but  those  of  pecuniary 
interest.  Every  taxable  citizen  would  in  a  degree 
voluntarily  becomearecruitingofficer,  and.  among 
the  whole,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  a  sufficient 
number  of  recruits  would  be  found.  If,  however, 
it  should  be  believed,  that  to  allow  two  hundred 
dollars  of  the  lax  for  a  recruit  would  bea  sum  in- 
sufficient to  insure  the  obtaining  of  them,  let  the 
sum  be  augmented,  and,  if  necessary,  increase  the 
tax  accordingly  ;  to  which  I  can  see  no  objection, 
as,  whatever^the  nominal  amount  of  the  lax  may 
be.  no  other  burden  would  be  imposed  on  the  peo- 
ple, than  the  smallest  sum  necessary  to  procure 
the  men  ;  and  sure  1  am,  that  at  a  time  when  the 
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people  io  every  direction  are  crying  aloud  to  the 
(^»rrnaient  ta  provide  an  army  for  the  defence 
cf"^verything  Jear  to  them,  they  will   not  com' 


jijn  of  the  imposition  of  the  burdens  necessary 
tbf  given  numt^er  of  men  in  the  manner  I  propose. 


tfc  that  object,  jiarticularly  if  no  more  money  is 
r«'»4iired  of  ihe;n,  than  what  they  shall  find  ne- 
cje*ary.  tbev  h-i?ing  tue  sole  direction  of  the  ap' 


i^ji^c  mail  lu  r«ii5t;  iiiQm  in  me  oruinary  moue ; 
bmtfl  believe  itiwould  cost  the  people  much  less. 
I|)(J-ed.  1  very  |nuch  doubt  whether  our  soldiers 
<^5ot  now  cost  two  liundred  dollars  each,  taking 
i<jt^  consideratpn    th*-    bounty,  premiums,  pay, 


ifiA  nominally  cost  the  Government  something 
BpiSc  than  to  riiJse  them  in  the  ordinary  mode; 
bmtfl  believe  itiwould  cost  the  people  much  less. 

"  "     rs 

-  pay- 

trif^  rations,  to , .recruiting  officers,  loss  of  money 
if.  «ie  hands  of;some  of  them,  and  other  inciden- 
Wl  Expenses.  »  am  not  able  to  anticipate  any 
Coijtituiional  lobjectioos  which  can  be  urged 
a^ JInst  the  plaij  I  have  proposed,  even  by  the  most 
s^rlpulous.  Nkjr  can  I  presume  that  it  will  be 
snAect  to  the  terraof -conscription."  a  word  which 
tt>  y)n\e  is  so  ajarming.  The  present  direct  tax 
of  ^x  millions  lif  dollars,  if  applied  in  the  manner 
prr^iosed,  allow^ing  two  hundred  dollars  for  each 
riccjuit,  would  iaise  thirty  thousand  men  ;  but  it 
Oijjpot  be  calcjilated  that  the  whole  tax  will  be 
tb^.applied,  even  if  the  citizens  should  in  no  part 
Qf'^he  country. find  any  difficulty  in  procuring  a 
tp|hcient  number  of  r.jen,  because   there  wilTin 


country  had  rtther  support  their  rights  at  any 
expense  than  surrender  them, and  lam  altogether 
mistaken  as  to  public  opinion,  or  it  is  clamorous 
from  every  quarter,  for  the  Government  to  adopt 
strong,  energetic  measures,  such  as,  with  common 
prudence  and  exertion,  will  insure  success.  I 
have  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  the  proposi- 
tions I  have  submitted,  are  free  from  objections. 
But.  unless  something  can  be  offered  less  liable  to 
them,  I  hope  they  may  be  adopted,  for  sure  I  am 
that  we  ought  to  do  something,  and  that  without 
delay.  Should  it  be  objected  that  too  great  delay 
will  attend  the  plan  I  have  submiiied.  I  ask  of 
gentlemen  to  present  one  which  shall  be  practica- 
ble, and  which  will  be  attended  with  less,  and  as- 
sure them  that  I  will  give  my  aid  in  adopting  it. 
But  I  beg  of  gentlemen  that  we  may  not  let  this 
session  pass  by  without  doing  something  which 
will  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  our  citizens  from 
their  fearful  apprehension. 

Mr.  Webster  opposed  these  resolves,  and  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nayson  their  adoption.  He 
objected  to  the  consideration,  at  this  late  hour,  of 
new  projects,  which,  though  they  would  seriously 
obstruct  the  recruiting  service,  could  produce  no 
good.  The  present  direct  tax,  he  observed,  was 
pledged  to  specific  purposes  ;  and  an  addition  to 
the  direct  tax  was  nut  practicable,  that  tax  being 
already  as  heavy  as  could  be  borne.  The  true 
interest  of  the  country,  he  believed,  indicated  a 


HM»ey 

I  iwill  not  at  {.resent  hazard  an  opinion  as  to  the 
ttatiber  which  we  ought  to  calculate  on  raising. 
IKc^ided  tiie  ijlan  IS  adopted— that  being  a  sub- 
JjCv.*  which  mort  properly  belongs  to  others.  But, 
IViJruming  ihatlit  might  be  expedient  to  increase 
tti<«  lax  for  ihefpre>enj  year,  with  a  view  of  en- 
UrtfiDg  the  nutjiber  of  men  beyond  what  the  six 
pillions  wouldjraise.  i  have  proposed  by  the  sec- 
Oi)i  resolution  hn  inquiry  on  (hat  subject. 

limay  perhaps  be  told.  that,  in  consequence  of 
th^  pledges  coiiiained  in  the  direct  lax  bill  and 
th^engagemenis  of  the  Government  founded  on 


iLAi,  there  is  a^ij  insurmountable  difficulty  in  the 
Wnt  of  adoptii^  the  Dian  I  have  .sug<Tested  and 
'"V'  I"i|y  ^-  '^<'  '"^ct,  tnoush  1  am  myself  inclined 


i^g)f  the  Slat««s  be  more  or  less  property  owned  i  reliance  on  voluntary  enlistments  for  filling  the 
tnrjpon-residentii.  to  which  the  clasMfication  would  !  ranks  of  the  Army,  &c. 

i^he  apphcabije.     It  might  therefore  be  fair  to  i      Mr.  Goldsborough  appeared  to  be  inclined  to 
cpil^ulate  that,  Ifom  the  cause  I  have  just  mention- 'see  this  subject  referred   to  a  Committee  of  the 
etl   and  other   racidental  causes,  not   more  than  !  Whole,  for  a  full  and  mature  consideration, 
twenty  or  twenty-five  thousand  would  be  obtain-  I      Mr.  Wright  expressed  his  regret  at  seeio-  such 
ejl,^wbile  the  balance  of  the  tax  would  be  paid  in    a   proposition  introduced   at  this  time.  fo?.  sure 

he  wa.s,  it  would   produce  no  good;  but,  besides 
consuming  public   time,  the  very  publication  of 
the  motion  would  have  a  tendency  to  check  the 
recruiting  service.     He  bad  information  which 
authorized    him   to  say  that  there  was  a  perfect 
confidence  the  Array  would  be  filled  in  good  lime 
by  the  ordinary  process  of  recruiting  ;  and,  if  we 
had  been  able  to  obtain  money  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,   he   had   no  doubt   but  the 
Army  would  now  have  presented  a  very  numer- 
ical front,  indeed.    He  adverted  to  the  high  boun- 
ties now  paid,  compared  to  those  paid  during  the 
Revolution,  which  would   soon  produce  a  good 
army,  and  an  army  of  wealthy  men,  too,  each 
entitled,   by    virtue  of   his  enlistment,   to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.     Ttie  States, 
too,  were   raising   troop*.,  of  which   the   State  of 
Maryland    had    magnanimously   voted    to    raise 
five    thousand.      These    new    projects,    Mr.   W. 
feared,  would  defeat  ihe  only  one  on  which  reli- 
ance could  be  placed,  viz:  the  recruiting  service. 
Mr.  GR09VE.N0R  said,  he  was  totally  opposed 
to  this  motiun    in   principle,  which  was,  besides, 
impracticable.    The  a.-sumption  of  the  direct  tax, 
by  some  of  the  Stales,  interposed,  of  itself,  an 
insuperable    difficulty  in   the   way  of   this  wild 
project. 

Mr.  Gholso.n  said,  he  did  believe  that  the  sub- 
ject of  providing  for  filling  the  ranksof  the  regular 


pr<%ure  a  pro(|er  number  of  men,  leaving  the 
pr<4ent  six  millions  to  find  their  way  into  the 
TJi^sury.  Geiiilemefi  perhaps  will  sav.  that  to 
sql^iKute  other;  indirect  taxes  for  the  present  di- 
recjtax.  or  to  ii»crease  the  direct  lax  in  the  raan- 
ntr.^1  nave  proposed,  will  be  to  impose  burdens 
uf^  ihe  people.heavie>-  than  can  be  borne  1  ad- 
niuAhey  will  bt|  heavy.;  but,  sir,  the  people  of  this 
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army  and  of  providing  the  ways  and  means,  ought, 
until  they  were  entirely  arranged,  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  Congress,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
business.  That  the  mode  now  proposed  was  the 
proper  one  for  filling  the  ranks,  he  did  not  say  ; 
but,  as  It  introduced  this  subject  of  inquiry,  he 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted.  That 
the  country  was  capable  of  bringing  at  once  a 
regular  army  into  the  field,  no  man  acquainted 
with  its  resources  could  deny,  if  they  were  prop- 
erly applied.  The  only  question,  then,  was  whe- 
ther such  an  army  was  wanting?  Of  that,  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  ;  and  he  there- 
fore hoped  the  House  would  seriously  enter  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  Vermont,  opposed  a  proposed  post- 
ponement of  this  motion,  not  that  he  approved  it 
entirely,  but  because  it  was  susceptible  of  modifi- 
cation, and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  become 
Congress,  before  they  parted,  to  take  some  effi- 
cient and  certain  measures  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
regular  army.  A  combination  of  this  proposition 
with  that  made  with  the  War  Department,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  would  produce 
such  a  system  as  he  should  approve ;  and  such, 
as  he  believed,  from  the  want  of  money,  the  Gov- 
ernment would  at  last  be  compelled  to  resort  to. 
What  answer,  he  asked,  could  they  give  to  their 
constituents,  if  they  returned  home  and  left  the 
country  comparatively  defenceless  ?  It  was  time, 
he  said,  that  they  should  act,  and  act  efficiently. 

Mr.  Stanford  made  a  motion  to  lay  the  re- 
solves on  the  table;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  LowNDEii  objected  to  the  inquiry  into  the 
propriety  of  diverting  the  direct  tax  already  laid, 
or  a  part  of  it,  to  the  purposes  of  raising  men.  After 
that  tax  had  been  solemnly  pledged  by  law  to  a 
specific  purpose,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
propriety  of  diverting  it  to  any  other  purpose, 
while  It  would  be  impracticable  for  any  useful 
end.  might  be  seriously  injurious  to  the  finances 
and  credit  of  the  country.  He  had  no  objections, 
however,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  increas- 
ing the  direct  lax  to  this  end. 

Mr.  Troup  (thechairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee) said  that,  being  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  It  was  proposed  to  refer  this  subject, 
it  did  not  become  him  to  express  any  decided 
opinion  on  it.  All  he  hoped  was,  that  the  House 
would  not  instruct  the  committee  on  this  head, 
unless  determined  to  perfect  the  proposition  into 
the  shape  o<  a  law;  inasmuch  as  the  committee, 
in  its  ministerial  capacity,  had  already  cogni- 
zance over  this  subject,  and  could  report  on  it 
without  instruction,  if  deemed  by  them  expedi- 
ent. With  respect  to  the  military  subjects  of  the 
fireseni  session,  the  House  could  not  fail  to  recol- 
ect  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  had 
stated  what  force  we  had,  and  what  addition  to 
it  was  desirable  for  the  further  delence  of  the 
country.  It  had  been  proposed  to  Congress  to 
augment  the  regular  force  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  for  which  purpose  it  was  proposed  to 
resort  to  the  most  energetic  means.  It  was  ne- 
cestAry  for  the  committee  of  this  House,  said  Mr. 
T.,  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  both 


branches  of  the  Legislature,  as  to  the  different 
modes  of  raising  men.  We  did  so;  and  found 
that  no  efficacious  measure,  calculated  certainly 
and  prorapily  to  fill  the  regular  army,  could  be 
effectually  resorted  to.  Measures  were  matured 
and  proposed  by  the  committee,  but  were  not 
pressed  on  the  House  from  the  solemn  conviction 
that  there  was  no  disposition  in  the  Legislature 
to  act  finally  on  the  subject.  This  being  ascer- 
tained, other  measures  were  adopted,  to  improve 
the  recruiting  service,  to  authorize  the  accep- 
tance into  the  service  of  volunteers  and  Slate 
troops  in  the  nature  of  regulars.  If  the  whole 
number  authorized  of  the  two  latter  could  be 
commanded,  together  with  the  sixty  thousand 
regulars,  (supposing  the  ranks  to  be  filled.)  it 
would  give  an  effective  force  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  men.  and  might  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected to  produce  one  hundred  thousand ;  as  great 
a  number,  perhaps, as, under  presentcircumsiances, 
the  finances  of  the  country  would  bear.  Even  at 
this  late  day  of  the  session,  however,  Mr.  T.  said, 
he  was  willing  to  resort  to  the  only  certain  and 
effectual  mode  of  augmenting  the  regular  army 
to  a  hundred  thousand  men,  to  the  support  of 
which  the  finances  of  the  country  might,  before 
the  adjournment,  be  made  adequate.  He  hoped, 
at  least,  the  House  would  so  decide  on  this  ques- 
tion, as  to  make  the  vote  on  it  decisive  of  their 
real  views  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Alsto.n  remarked,  in  reply  to  the  objec- 
tion derived  from  the  existing  pledge  of  the  direct 
tax,  that  that  pledge  applied  only  to  the  contin- 
uance of  that  tax  until  a  certain  part  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  debt  should  be  redeemed  ; 
but  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  might  be  applied  to 
this  or  any  other  purpose  the  Government  should 
see  fit. 

Mr.  Macon  was  of  opinion  that  the  motioa 
proposed  no  violation  of  the  public  faith.  If  the 
army  could  be  filled  by  the  regular  mode  of  en- 
listment, as  was  now  said,  how  happened  it  that 
so  many  projects  of  this  nature  were  offered? 
The  reliance  on  volunteers  and  State  troops  was 
uncertain  ;  and  Congress  ought  to  devise  some 
mode  by  which  the  ranks  of  the  array  could  be 
positively  filled.  If  it  could  be  done  without  vi- 
olating the  public  faith.  Mr.  M.  said  it  was  his 
opinion,  that  the  direct  tax  could  be  more  easily 
paid  in  this  way  than  in  money,  and  he  should 
therefore  favor  the  plan. 

At  length,  after  some  other  desultory  debate, 
the  resolves  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Ver- 
mont, believing,  be  said,  they  would  not  pass  in 
their  present  shape,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House — 63  to  57 — and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  58  to  39. 


Tdesday,  February  7. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
detailing  their  proceedings  since  their  last  report, 
made  on  the  5th  of  February,  1814;  which  was 
read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  a  committee  was 
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to  the  eipedieDcy  of  better 
violating,  byi law,  tbe  working  and  leasing  the 
tiAlic  lead  nwnes  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
lo^iuch  manr^r  as  t:o  secure  the  lessees  in  the 
■  iJet  enjoyraejit  of  their  leases,  and  to  enable  the 
Psfcvernmeni  h  collect  its  rents;  and  that  the 
ectomiitee  have  lea?c  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
w»  e. 

^(essrs.  EAfiroN,  Sheffey,  and  Montgomery, 


yrip^  appointe*!  the  committee 

eng 
4ii«jDg  the  ariAiies  of  the  United 


ftbe  engrosied  bill 


f 

C0||iid 

ifi  the   I 

Qt'l'ongTt 
^t'fndanci 
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making  provision  for  sub- 
.    .    „  the  United    States,  by  au- 

t^iCrizing  the  >pp>oint<nent  of  Commissioners  of 
StJt^istence.  Mtts  reai^  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

pa|  of  the  members. 

ShipmeMd,  of; New  York,  submitted  for 

deration  i|he  following  resolution  : 

eaolted,  Thit  a  coi^mittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 

the   eipcdrj-ncy  of  proTiding  for   the   making  a 

ible  co.Tjf  jnaatioD  to  the  members  of  both  Houaes 

gTcsB  ror'traTclljivg  to   and  from  Congresa,  and 

ance  then  on.  resppctively ;  that  they  report  there- 

Oiii.'y  bill  or  otherwise »   and  that  the   committee  em- 

Ini^e  in  «uch  im;uu7  ih^  present  session. 

jlr.  Pearooh  inquired  the  object  of  this  rao- 
tic9,  and  the  grounds  for  it. 

r.  Shipbei|d  said   he  should  have  supposed 
IjiJBliunorable  f/iend  understood  his  own  interest 
sdkjciently  noi'to  havj;  required  any  explanation 
ooXus  head.     Congre'js  having  the  right  to  regu- 
laiMtheir  owUipay,  icj  the  same  manner  as  the 
CO    ,|TeDsalion  (jf  other  officers  of  the  Government, 
lh»»t'  ought  to  jender  to  themselves  that  justice 
,ch  they  feei  bound  to  do  other  officers  of  the 
N?raraent.     He    ne?d    not,    he   said,    tell    the 
i^f  that  ih«^  pay  npw  received   by  the  mem- 
was  nut  lihlf  whit   Its  value  was  when  that 
was  fixed ^'  more  particularly  when   a  was 
_  Idered  thaMhe  paper  with  which  the  mem- 
bijQ  were  pa. d.. was  full  twenty-five  per  cent,  be- 
hj^  par  or  toe'value  of  specie.    His  object  was  ' 
so -9  augmenu  the    pay  of  the   members  as  to 
roJiit"  It  equal  to  six   dollars  of  that  medium  in 
Wl^%ih  meraber^(  formerly  received  their  pay. 
^f.  Rhea,  o?  Teno.jssee,  said  he  did  not  con- 
**  this  the   iJroper  time  to  enter  into  the  con- 
itioQ  of  thri  subject.     He  thought  gentlemen 
<d  let  the  ijaiion  get  through  the  war  before 
increased  kheir  p^y. 

(f.  FARRowjvas  opposed  to  the  motion  through- 

yn  principle,  and  denied  the  alleged  depreci- 

ol  money,  whicSi  he  said  was  very  gladly 

ured  in  payment,  m  dealings  of  any  sort,  lu 
)istrict.      •■ 

SHiPHERi),  ID  Support  of  his  first  observa- 
j    '  said,  that  ,t  was  is  obvious  that  all  our  pa- 

p«cr4-as  depreciated,  as  liat  the  Continental  money 
wii.4aepreciateit  He  had  no  fastidious  delicacy 
abo|»  him,  whi<|h  would  prerent  him  from  doint^ 
ji^tfje  to  himself.  If  payment  could  be  obtained 
iQ'ilscie,  It  wojild  be  a  good  argument  against 
Iroposed  noition;  but  it  was  notorious  that 
f,>ecie  they  jnust  p<iy  a  discount  of  twenty- 
i)er  cent.  o{i  the  paper  which  they  received 


eir  pay.      « 


! 


Mr.  Rhea  said  that  every  member  knew,  when 
he  was  chosen,  what  compensation  he  was  to  ex- 
pect, and  had  no  right  to  complain  of  it.  He  re- 
quired the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might  at  least 
record  his  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  observed,  if  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  was.  as  he  had  avowed,  to  give 
to  the  members  a  com|)en?'aiion  adequate  to  their 
services,  he  would  recommend  to  him  to  depre- 
ciate their  pay  instead  of  increasing  it,  for  he 
was  confident  the  acts  of  Congress  had  deprecia- 
ted as  much  as  the  paper  of  which  the  gentleman 
had  spoken. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows:  For  the  motion  8,  against  it  99. 

[Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were 
Messrs.  Boyd,  Davis  of  Massachusetts.  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Grosvenoh,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Shipherd.  Sturges,  and  Thompson.] 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropriation 
of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  repairing  or 
rebuilding  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of 
Washington.  [The  money  is  to  be  borrowed  of 
banks  or  individuals  within  the^District,  at  six 
per  cent,  interest,  for  rebuilding  or  repairing  the 
Capitol,  President'!  House,  and  public  offices,  oo 
their  present  sites.] 

A  debate  arose  on  this  bill  which  occupied  the 
remainder  of  the  day's  sitting. 

The  advocates  of  the  mam  object  of  the  bill 
were.  Messrs.  Lewis,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee.lNGERsOLL,  Wright, Grosvenor,  Du- 
val, BowEN,  McKi.M,  Shipherd,  Hawkins,  and 
Pearson;  its  opponents,  Me*.srs.  Alston,  Far- 
R0w,and  Webster.  Of  those  who  advocated  the 
bill,  there  were  several  (Messrs.  Ingersoll, 
Grosvenor,  Duvall,  and  Shipherd)  who  have 
been  in  favor  of  a  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment; but,  considering  the  question  as  settled 
by  the  votes  in  both  Houses,  desired  now  to  see 
the  city  rebuilt  and  beautified. 

The  debate  was  not  so  much  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  public  build- 
ings, as  on  the  mode  of  doing  it. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  moved  to  strike  out  from 
the  bill  the  "President's  House,"  so  as  to  confine 
the  repairs  to  the  Capitol  and  public  offices,  with 
a  view  to  leave  the  repair  of  the  President's 
House  to  times  of  more  leisure  and  tranquillity 
than  the  present,  and  also  with  a  view  to  a  future 
concentration  o/  the  public  buildings. 

This  motion,  after  debate,  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  then  moved  an  araeadmenl, 
the  object  of  which  was,  to  cause  the  public 
offices  to  be  removed  to  the  public  grounds  on 
Capitol  Hill,  near  the  Capitol.  This  motion, 
after  debate,  was  agreed  to,  66  to  56. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  House;  and  the  House  forth- 
with adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  February  8. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  sundry  amendments  to  the  bMl 
authorizing  the  issue  of.Treasury  notes  for  1815; 
which  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  without  amendment  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  concerning  field  officers  in  the 
militia. 

[This  bill  provides  that,  after  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  there  shall  be  to  each  regiment,  in- 
stead of  the  present  field  officers,  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  two  majors.] 

The  question  being  stated,  '-Shall  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time?" 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer  it 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  supported  the  mo- 
lion  for  reference  or  postponement,  with  a  view 
to  proposing  amendments  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  militia  in  other  respects,  and  for  pro- 
viding the  manner  in  which  future  detachments 
of  the  railitia  shall  be  regulated. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of 
Virginia,  but  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 54 
to  41. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  provision  for  clothing  the 
militia  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  provide  that,  in  addition 
to  the  pay  and  emoluments  now  provided  by  law, 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  the 
militia,  when  called  into  service  for  a  lour  of  six 
months,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  suit  of  clothes.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

THE  REWARD  OF  VALOR. 

Mr.  Trocp,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  resolutions,  the 
adoption  of  which  is  recommended  by  the  said 
committee,  viz: 

Resolved,  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Inited  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  a  monument  to  be 
erected  at  a  suitable  place,  and  with  a  suitable  inscrip- 
tion, in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
Congress  of  the  military  virtues  of  the  late  Brigadier 
General  Pike,  who,  gallantly  leading  a  column  to  the 
attack  of  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  fell,  in  the  arms  of 
victory,  on  the  27ih  April,  1812,  terminating  gloriously 
a  life  devoted  to  his  country,  and  leaving  behind  him 
an  honorable  example  of  enterprise,  perseverance,  and 
contempt  of  death,  for  the  imitation  of  tbe  American 
soldier. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  presented  to  .Major  Cieneral  Harrison 
and  to  tiovernor  Shelby,  and  through  them  to  the  otfi- 
cers  and  men  under  their  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  defeating  the  combined  British 
and  Indian  forces  under  Major  General  Proctor,  on  the 
Thames,  in  Upper  Canada,  the  5lh  of  October,  1813, 
capturing  the  entire  British  army,  with  their  baggage, 
camp  equipage,  and  artillery  ;  and  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals 


to  be  struck,  emblematical   of  this  triumph,  and  pre- 
sented to  General  Harrison  and  Governor  Shelby. 

3.  Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Beatty,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command, 
in  repulsing,  with  inferior  numbers,  the  combined  at- 
tack of  a  British  land  and  naval  force  on  Craney  Island, 
on  the  22d  of  June,  1813;  and  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  present  an  elegant 
sword  to  LieutenaTit  Colonel  Beatty. 

4.  Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  merit  of  Colonel  Croghan,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  for  the  gallant  defence  of 
Fort  Stephenson,  on  the  Lower  Sandusky,  on  the  1st 
and  2d  of  August,  1813,  repelling  with  great  slaughter 
the  assault  of  a  British  and  Indian  army  much  superior 
in  number ;  and  that  the  President  be  requested  to 
present  an  elegant  sword  to  Colonel  Croghan. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  a  monument  to  be  erected,  at  a 
suitable  place  and  with  a  suitable  inscription,  to  the 
memory  of  Brigadier  General  Covington,  who,  gal- 
lantly leading  up  his  troops  to  a  successful  charge,  fell 
in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  in  Upper  Canada,  on 
the   11th  November,  1813. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  presented  to  Major  General  Jackson, 
and  to  Brigadier  Generals  Floyd  and  Coffee,  and 
through  them  to  the  officers  and  men  under  their  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the 
campaign  against  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians  in  the 
Winter  of  18 13-' 14,  defeating  formidable  tribes  of 
savages  in  successive  battles,  fought  with  great  obsti- 
nacy, and  finally  subduing  them  to  terms  of  peace; 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  gold  medals  to  be  struck,  with  suitable 
emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  to  Major  General 
Jackson,  and  Brigadiers  Floyd  and  Coffee. 

7.  Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  merit  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Armistead,  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command,  in  their  late  gal- 
lant and  successful  defence  of  Fort  McHenry  against 
the  attack  of  a  formidable  British  squadron  ;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requeued  to 
present  an  elegant  sword  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ar- 
mistead. 

8.  Resolved,  That  Congresa  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  merit  of  Major  Lawrence,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  in  their  late  gallant  defence 
of  Fort  Bowyer,  repelling  with  inferior  numbers,  and 
with  great  slaughter,  the  combined  attack  of  a  British 
land  and  naval  force,  aided  by  a  body  of  savages ;  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
present  an  elegant  sword  to  Major  Lawrence. 

The  resolutions  were  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
for  making  appropriations  for  repairing  or  re- 
building the  put^lic  buildings  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

That  amendment  being  under  consideratioD 
which  requires  the  public  offices  to  be  built  on 
Capitol  Hill- 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said,  that  be 
hoped  the  House  would  not  concur  in  the  araeud- 
ment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.     After 
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lengihjr  ifiscussi^n  of  this  subject  yesterday, 

.ij>'^as  wiih  rJiireme:reluctaDce  that  he  again  ob- 
tfcided  himself  upon, the  patience  of  the  House; 
X*\   the  deep* stake  vhich   the  Stale  he  had    the 
,lipiior  to  represent,  in  part,  had  in  iis  decision,  he 
jj®'^'^  would-be  a  sufficient  apology. 
'.  VMr.  L.  saici.  tliat  since  yesterday,  he  had  been 
jj^jbied  to  foftify  thr  opinions  he  had  advanced 
i>.  opposition  10  the  amendment,  by  an  authority 
»J,ich  ought  \o  be  revered   by  all.     He  had   ob- 
tjaed  theccrrr.'«.pondence  between  Gent-ral  VVash- 
iiton.  then  Hresident  of  the  United  States,  and 
jW,  Adams  h*  iuccepsor,  and  the  comrais^sioners 
fr^ihe  city,  i^on  the  subject  of  the  location  of 
%\^  public  offici?s,  which  he  would  take  the  liberty 
ojcading.     Ife  then  tead  a  letter  from  Mr.  White, 
OiH"  of  the  coitimis'siuners.  who  stated  "that  in  a 
•^(ADTersaliuntvithGtjneral  Washington,  upon  the 
.'Abject  of  ihtrlocati(in  of  the  public'buildings.  the 
•ft'neral  was  iiecidediy  of  opinion,  that  the  offices 
^.C(  the  differebt  departments  should  be  as  conve- 
'  -^.ent  to  thy  Presidenit  as  possible,  and  that  it  was 
|i|necfssary.jorany  ()ublicconvenience.  thatlhey 
Lould  be  toriiiguouj'  to  the  Legislative  Hall ;  in- 
fccd.that  th-  officers  had  complained    to  him. 
'tien  in  Phi^delphia,  that  it  was  impossible  to  at- 
tnd  to  the,r  |)ublic  doties  from  the  constant  calls 
the  members,  and!  that  they  were  oblio^ed  to 
»y  themiel|res."    He  also  read  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioners  of  the  cjty,  to  General  Washington. 
"*    *''■■    '  Verjpon,  re-iuesting  him  to  fix  on  the 
the  public  offices,  and  his  answer.  fixin<» 
that  yurpose^and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ad' 
ratifying;  and    confirming    the  acts  of  the 
[raissionersJin   fixing  the  sites  of  the  public 
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lus  then,  ^id   Mr.  L.,  we  have   not  only  the 
Cf^jjion  of  fhajt  illustxious  man,  as  to  the  most 
p^.^r  sites  for  the  public  offices,  but  we  have 
e»*,;nce  that  iught  t(.  satisfy  the  mosr  incredu- 
iBi>  that  he  acftually  oame  upon  the  ground,  and 
rt,«^iced  the  vei-y  spot^  upon  which  the  buildings 
'^4"f  to  be  plated,  anj  these  acts  were  officially 
c^Ji^.rmed  by  h^s  successor,  Mr.  Adams.     But  my 
boi|<,rable   (rie^d    from  New  York  (.Mr.  Gros- 
v^«jR)  has  satd,  that.  General  Washington  had 
bj^i  teased  and   importuned  by  those  interested 
ii|t4  the  locaiic^  he  had  made.     Sir.  said  Mr  L  " 
njyiionorable  friend  can  know  little  of  the  char- 
afci«J  of  that  grjat  man^  if  he  believes  there  existed 
a   ^^ng  who  ^ared   approach   him  in   that  way. 
jNoisir,  as  soo^  would'  he  attempt  to  grasp  the 
tiVfed   lightiiir^,  as  to  intimate  a  wish  that  he 
Id  swerve  from  his  public  duty. 
Here  were  jnany  considerations,  said  Mr.  L. 

no  changf);  ought  to  be  made  in  the  present 

0/    the  CI  y,  or  o\    the  sites  for  the  public 
^ngs;  and|ihat  wliich  operated  most  irresist- 

Mih  him  vas.  thai  it  was  a  plan  sanctioned 

''f  x?'  ^"^  '""'^  ^^^'  ""^"-^  ^^"^^  ''  bears. 
,  aid  Mr.  L.,  what  ;hat  man  has  done,  let  no 
mt)  jjl  attempt  to  undo.  His  ways  are  not  to  be 
m^Jed  by  man.  Thus  House  is  not  competent 
ox.f  It.  He  cfcnsidercju  the  two  public  edifices, 
Ihojoundation  , stones  ;of  which  our  ever  to  be 
termed  hero,  statesman,  and  patriot,  laid, as  perma- 


nently fixed,  by  public  faith  ;  particularly  as  maps 
were    distributed    throughout    Europe,  with    the 
sanction   of    President    Washington,  designating 
the  sites  of  the  Capitol.  President's  House,  and 
other   public  buildings,  syid    that  foreigners   had 
been  induced  to  purchase  property,  judging  of  its 
value  from  its  contiguity  to  some  one  of  the  pub- 
lic edifices  as  marked  upon  the  map.     Change  the 
situation  of  your  city,  and  they  are  deceived  and 
injured  ;  hereafter  they  will  have  no  confidence 
in   your    acts.     We  have    been    told,   that    large 
quantities  of  our  public   stock   have  been   lately 
sent  to  Holland  for  sale.     Is  it  to  be  believed,  sir 
with  a  knowledge  of  what  we  are  about   to  do! 
(for  it  is  in  that  country  that  our  city  lots  have 
been   sold,  and    held    as  security  for  money  bor- 
rowed.) that   they  will    irust  us  for  a  cent,  when 
everything   which   they   deemed   sacred   is   thus 
violated  ?     No,  sir,  they  will  not.  and  I  will  say, 
they  ought  not  to  trust  us.     But.  sir,  if  we  have 
no  regard  to  our  plighted  faith  to  foreigners,  let 
us  at  least  save  our  own  people.     Do  no',  by  this 
act,  ruin  thousands  of  honest,  industrious  mechan- 
ics, who  have  at  very  advanced  prices  purchased 
and  improved  lots  near  the  present  sites,  under 
an  assurance  and  firm  belief  in  their  permanency. 
Let  us  not  do  an   act  which  will  excite  distrust 
abroad  and  contempt  at  home. 

But.  why  are  gentlemen  desirous  of  removing 
the  offices  from  their  present  sites  near  the  Pres- 
dent's  House,  to  the  Capitol  square  ?  It  had  been 
shown,  he  hoped  satisfactorily,  that  their  appro- 
priate place  was  near  the  President's  House,  and 
tiol  the  Capitol.  The  President  must  necessarily 
have  considerable   intercourse  with    the  offices; 
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sonal  intercourse  between  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  offices.  It  is  known  that  all 
public  business  between  Congress  or  its  members, 
and  the  public  offices,  is  done  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  or  by  letter  from  any  individual  mem- 
ber, which  is  conveyed  by  a  messenger  of  Con- 
gress paid  for  that  purpose. 

In  addition  to   the  rea.sons  given  for  a    prefer- 
ence of  the  old  sites,  there  would  be  a  saving  of 
more  than  one  half  of  the  expense.     The  commit- 
tee, to  whom  this  subject  was  confided,  attended 
personally  at  the  Capitol,  and  examined  the  state 
of  that  building,  when,  after  a  conference,  and 
making  such  inquiries  of  an  architect  on  the  spot 
as  was  considered   proper,  they  were  induced    to 
believe  that  the  walls  of  both  wings  of  the  Capi- 
tol  might  be  safely  built  on,  and  that  the  estima- 
ted expense  ot  about  $250,000  for  repairing   the 
>arne,  was  as  nearly  accurate,  as  could  be  reason- 
ably expected.     The  President's   Hou^e  and   the 
offices  were  not  so  particularly  examined,  but  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  whole 
might    be    repaired    for   about   $500,000,    which 
would   be   $715,110  less   than    the   first   cost   of 
those  buildings.     But,  Mr.  L.  said   there  was  an- 
other  objection  which  would    be,  with  him.  an 
insuperable   one;  and    that  was,    that    he  would 
not  be  compelled  by  an  act  of  the  enemy  to  aban- 
don, or  change  in    the   smallest    degree,  any  of 
the  plans  of  the  public  edifices  they  had  destroyed. 
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He  would  rebuild  them  precisely  on  the  same 
ground  ;  not  a  stone  or  brick  should  be  changed, 
but  they  should  be  finished  in  a  style  of  increased 
magnificence  and  grandeur.  It  never  should  be 
said,  because  the  enemy  had  destroyed  our  Capi- 
tol, that  Congress  were  afraid  to  rebuild  it,  lest  it 
might  again  be  destroyed.  No.  let  us  have  an- 
other trial, and  if  wecannot  then  defend  our  Capi- 
tol, it  will  be  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  the 
best  way  we  can.  My  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Gasto.v)  objects  to  an  appropriation  of 
so  much  money  at  a  time  like  this,  when  the 
Treasury  is  bankrupt,  our  soldiers  unpaid,  &c., 
for  repairing  the  public  buildings;  but  he  has  no 
objection  to  double  the  sum  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
building on  new  sites.  How  inconsistent !  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  ought  to  recol- 
lect, that  not  a  cent  of  this  appropriation  would 
come  out  of  the  Treasury.  Tne  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict had  generously  and  magnanimously  come 
forward  and  otfered  to  loan  the  amount  wanted 
upon  reasonable  terms,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
an  object  so  iiuereiting  to  the  District  ;  and  it  was 
probable  that  the  sales  of  lots  belonging  to  the  pub- 
lic in  the  city,  would  furnish  money  enougti  to 
reimburse  the  loan  before  it  became  due.  Re- 
ject this  amendment — pass  this  bill,  which  will 
restore  public  confidence,  and  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  selling,  at  good  prices,  the  property  of 
the  public,  which  is  now  worthless.  My  friend 
from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Webster)  says,  he 
does  not  think  this  a  proper  time  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  building  up  the  Capitol,  and  re- 
commends that  some  trifling  alterations  be  made 
in  the  present  room,  which  will  then  answer  very 
well  until  we  have  peace.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  con- 
gratulated his  friend  upon  the  sudden  change  of 
his  feelings.  It  was  but  a  lew  days  since,  ttie  gen- 
tleman could  nut  exist  in  this  confined,  inconve- 
nient, and  unwholesome  room,  and  nothing  but 
the  pure  atmosphere  of  Philadelphia  would  satisfy 
him ;  but  now  it  seems,  when  it  is  ascertained  he 
cannot  get  to  Philadelphia,  that  he  is  perfectly 
reconciled  with  the  present  room,  and  thinks  it 
good  enough  for  war  tunes.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  also  complains,  that  this  city  is 
deficient  in  population,  in  wealth  and  commerce, 
and  therefore  an  improper  place  for  the  seat  of 
Government.  If  it  be  true  that  it  is  thus  deficient, 
to  what,  I  ask,  is  it  to  be  ascribed?  Let  tbust* 
who,  like  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampstiire, 
are  desirous  of  removing  the  seat  of  Government, 
answer.  It  is  to  the  repeated  efforts  to  remove,  to 
retrocede,  and  to  concentrate,  which  have  been 
alternately  made  for  the  last  twelve  years  in  Con- 
gress, that  the  po[)ulation  and  wealth  of  Wash- 
ington have  not  equalled  any  other  town  on  the 
continent  of  its  age.  What  prudent  man,  I  ask, 
would  risk  his  fortune  in  making  improvements 
in  a  place,  that  was  every  year  threatened  with 
destruction,  by  the  very  power  who  ought  to  fos- 
ter and  protect  it?  If  inconveniences  have  been 
felt  from  the  dispersed  population  of  the  city  and 
the  want  of  accommodations,  those  alone  are  ac- 
countable who  by  their  own  acts  have  produced 
both.     The  people  of  this  District  are  political  or- 


phans. They  have  been  abandoned  by  their  legiti- 
mate parents,  and  claim  protection  of  us.  who  are 
constitutionally  bound  to  protect  them  ;  but, instead 
of  extending  to  them  the  parental  hand  of  afTection 
and  assistance,  we  cruelly  abandon  them  to  their 
fate.  If  they  ask  us  for  bread,  we  give  them  a 
stone.  If  they  even  ask  us  for  justice,  we  tell 
them  they  are  rudely  importunate.  Instead  of 
extending  to  them  the  parental  hand  of  affection, 
we  do  all  in  our  power  to  blight  and  destroy  their 
fair  prospects.  If  we  are  not  disposed  to  be  their 
guardians  and  friends,  let  us  at  least  do  nothing 
to  injure  them  ;  let  them  pursue  undisturbed  their 
own  way.  and  you  will  not  have  to  complain  of 
the  want  of  population,  wealth,  or  accommoda- 
tions in  the  city.  There  are  few  places  in  the 
United  States  possessing  greater  commercial  ad- 
vantages than  Washington  ;  placed  at  the  head  of 
an  excellent  navigation,  supported  by  an  exten- 
sive and  wealthy  back  country  in  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  and  in  a  climate  extremely  healtliy  ;  if  it 
has  but  fair  play  it  will  soon  rival  many  of  the 
most  important  towns  inthe  Union,  in  wealth  and 
population. 

The  public  are  greatly  interested  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  city,  as  it  would  make  very  valu- 
able a  large  property  given  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  land  on  which  the  city  stands,  which  at  pres- 
ent is  worth  nothing.  The  proprietors  of  the  city 
gave  the  land  to  the  public,  with  an  understand- 
ing that  the  sites  for  the  public  buildings  should 
remain  unchanged  ;  therefore  the  present  altera- 
tion would  be  unjust  as  to  them.  The  Slates  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  have  both  a  deep  slake 
in  the  permanency  of  the  seat  of  Government. 
Virginia  made  a  donation  of  $120,000,  and  a  ces- 
sion of  a  moiety  of  ten  miles  square  of  her  terri- 
tory, including  a  town  which  was  the  pride  of 
the  State.  Maryland  made  a  donation  of  §75.000 
and  a  cession  of  a  moiety  of  ten  miles  square  of 
her  territory,  including  a  town,  second  to  one  only 
in  the  State ;  and  these  States  will  not  view  with 
complacency  any  act  which  may  have  a  tendency 
to  jeopardize  the  Seat  of  Government. 

All  the  country  within  fifty  miles  of  the  seat  of 
Governmtnt,  both  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  are 
greatly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  city,  and 
representing,  as  I  do.  an  adjoining  district,  whose 
property  would  diminish  at  least  50  per  cent,  in 
value,  if  the  Government  is  removed,  I  trust  I 
shall  be  excused  for  the  solicitude  I  have  mani- 
fested, and  the  time  I  have  occupied  in  the  dis- 
cussion. 

The  amendment  was  also  opposed  by  Messrs. 
.Mabon,  Forsyth,  and  others,  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Grosvenor  and  Wright. 

The  question  h.iviiig  been  taken  after  much 
debate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  was  decided — Ft  the 
amendment  55,  against  it  77,  as  follows: 

Y« AS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baylies  of  .MassachusetU, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cannon,  Cillej, 
Condict,  Cooper,  Cox.  Cuipeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
MaMachusetU,  Davis  of  Pennsjlvania.  Deuba,  Duvall, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Findley,  Goldsborough.  Grosvenor,  Hen- 
derson, Hulbert,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  King  of 
Ma»»*chuselt«,  Law,  Lovelt,  Markell,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
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tlfr,  John  »Re«d,  William  Reed,  Rugg]e»,  Schure-    Ward  of  MasBachaf etU,  Ward  of  Xew  Jerney  Webster 
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an,  SlaymaUer,  Smith  of  IVew  York,  Stanford,  Stock 
0,  Stuart,  Ijiggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
C:  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
•  A''healon,  W.^Jcoi,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter, 
!  i  iid  Wright.  , 

Nats — Me>k*r8.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 
i  ird,  Barnett.-'Bay  ly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen,  Breck- 
«  indge.  BrowTi,  Burwt'II,  Butler,  Champion,  Clenden- 
>|,("om8tock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Evans,  Fisk 
c*  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth. 
Jfranklin,  Ged.^es,  Ghojson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 


Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  PennsylTania, 
and  Winter — 56. 


Oiices  s 
fMr.  £ 

rifjuire 


i 
.  I  ijaiphreys,  ^Tungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
J  ,ikwn  of  Vjrginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
X  ,i.ryland,  Ke^r,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
C  srolina.Lcfftjts,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
At  Lean,  Mocjre,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson, 
yer,  Pleasanis,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
issee,  Ringgciid,  Roarjc,  Sage,  Sevier.  Sharp,  Shcffey, 
lith  of  Penjnsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
urges,  Trou  j,  Udree,  White,  Williams,  and  Yancey. 
T lie  effect  <jf  this  decision  is.  that  the  public 
[ices  shall  [^  rebuilt  on  their  old  sites. 

r.  BiGBLtfW  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  lo 
?  the  President,  previously  to  expending 
tj|<?  money  to; be  appeopnated,  to  cause  to  be  laid 
bij'ore  Congress  a  plan  and  estimates  for  the  build- 
i»r»;  by  whi^h,  he  believed,  one-half  of  the  ex- 
p9)s<?  might  Ije  saved. 

£rhis  mOiion  was  opposed  as  unnecessary,  by 
Nb    Lewis,  apd  negatived — ayes  39. 

.«ir.  Farho^v  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
y»Je  against  tfie  bill ;  not  because  he  was  against 
rtjjrtiilding.  bi|t  because  of  the  great  scarcity  of 
irijfpey  in  the  Treasury. 

^fdr.  Stantord  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
vi'p{\  instructions  to  rtiake  some  report  as  to  con- 
t<  <4ralion.  and  the  noanner  and  method  of  exe- 
ciK|ng  the  prqvisions'of  the  bill. 

^his  motitm  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and 
n^J3*iived — ayes  44 


Thursday.  February  9. 
Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  so  amended, 
that  officers  who  have  received,  or  shall  hereafter  re- 
ceive, the  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  gallantry  and 
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Ul,  Ham*,  ilasbroufk,  flawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,    good  conduct,  displayed  in  the  service  of  their  country 
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^he  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a 

hv.d  lime,  wi?  then  decided  as  follows: 

5  E AS— Messrs.  Alex^nder,   .\vcry,    Barbour,  Bard 


shall  be  admitted  to  seats  within  the  walls  of  this  Houae. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnso.n,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  iq 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  a  loan  office,  and  in  such 
other  States  in  which  no  such  office  is  established. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "to  allow  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  and  raerchandi.«e.  manufactur- 
ed within  the  United  Stales,  on  the  exportation 
thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  place."  They  have 
also  passed  the  bill  from  this  House  -'for  the  re- 
lief of  Benjamin  Wellsand  others,"  with  amend- 
ments; in  which  bill  and  amendments  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  biil  in  addition  to  the  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  Establishment  was  read  a 
third  time  ;  and  the  further  consideration  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 

Mr.  Lattimore.  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repairing  and 
keeping  in  repair  the  road  from  Nashville  to 
Natchez,  as  also  the  road  from  Fort  Hawkins  in 
Georgia,  to  St.  Stephen's  in  the  MisMssippi  Ter- 
ritory, delivered  in  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  makinw  an  appropriation  for  repairing  the 
road  from  .Nashville  to  Natchez  ;  which  was°read 
twice  and  commuted.     The  report  is  as  follows  -• 


K»i,Aft    n.^iw  «f  V                n         •'d «'  ".■'"•  I' "I'P«'a''s,  by  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  ChocUwa 

*^lrBu?wc  P"?'»lhn.f"'('h         '•  ^?,'*^"'  P'-^'^J'-"-  o"  the  tiSth  October,  IHOl,  and  another  with  the  Choc! 

Jh^u,  BurwcU,  Calhouki,  Champion,  Cox,   Crawford,  taws  on  the  17th  December  m  the  same  vear   that  th« 

HiSoir  Fullt^N"  ^V-Irk'  F  """  ^P""--,;  'i''  I'  i  ""^^'•"^  '^^^^"^  ^'^'^-"^  --  "btai;e"To^^e':;em  g^'of 

V»»ion  ,  l-uk).f  New  iork,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank-  a  wagon  road  through  their  resoective  lands     .n.l  hJ 

hrJGhoUon,  Gj,odwyn,  Gourdin.  Griffin,  Harris,  Has-  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  2 IstTp  U      806    that  siJ 

br^^kHawes  Hawkin.,  Hubbard,  Hungerford.  John-  thousand   dollar  was   appropr  ated   t;  thu   pui^e 

.4,fKentuck^.Kennecy,KentofMaryland,Kershaw,  which  was  effi^cted,  a.  p^vidH  by  thle      ert^eTTnd 

Kjpurn.    L..ll^rU    Lewis,    Macon,   McCoy,  McKim,  this  act,  under  the  direcL  of  the  Prealn   of  t^Ln^^ 

M|.ean   Moore    Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  ted  States.     It  appears  also  by  a  treaty  wii  the  Creek 


rtj^ants,  Rbe^of  Tencessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane] 
i?t^«,  Sevier,  Sfjarp,  Shcffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
HiJih  of  Virginia,  Slipart,  Sturges,  Telfair,  Troup, 
WJifte,  and  Va«cey— 6l 

^.■|»**— '^'•'s***-  Alston,  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts, 
BiAJow,    Boydf  Bradbury.  Brigham,   Brown,    Cilley, 


Indikns,  concluded  on  the  Uth  November,  1805,  that 
the  L  nited  Sutes  have  a  right  to  a  horse-path  through 
their  lands;  and,  by  the  act  above-mentioned,  that  an 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  a  road  from  the  frontier  of  Georgia,  on  the 
route  from  Athens  to  New  Orleans,  as  far  as  the  thirty- 


Colard,  Cooper;  Crouch.  Davi,  of  Ma^achuset't«,  Da;is'  first  d:greeo7nUthla7ituif''\"  i"  ""  '^f  J^'^^' 
orlennsylvania:  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow.  Gaston,  Geddes  effected  alorov.r  I  '*/..' .'^^'"^  ^'^  ^'^'''^"^ 
OoiUborough,  If endcrso£^Humphre;s,  Hulb^rt.  In"-'    tnTof'^.  'v^ael^iuit  '"''""  °'  ^'^  ''""■ 

Vliam  Reed,  iea  of'p^^nsv^van.aX^e  el'U^^^^^^  I  fi^!!  '?  ^..P.!!" '.^' ".''"-"3^;  ". convenient  for  the  pur 


1141 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1142 


FEBROARy,  1815. 


Public  BtdUHnga. 


H.  or  R. 


I 


tofore  made  could  have  been  considered  as  adequate  to 
any  other  object  than  that  of  merely  opening  the  roada. 
The  necessary  bridges  over  the  streams,  and  the  neces- 
sary causeways  through  the  swamps  on  these  extensive 
routes,  would  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  require 
of  themselves  larger  gums  than  those  mentioned  above. 

Your  committee  deem  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  offer  : 
any  general  remarks  to  show  the  great  national  advan-  | 
tages  of  an  easy  and  certain  intercourse  between  dis-  ' 
lant  parts  of  the  United  States.     The  sense  of  Congress 
on  this  subject  is  already  well  ascertained,  from  the 
large  and  liberal  appropriations  bestowed  on  the  great 
Western  road  from  the    Potomac  to  the  Ohio  river.  | 
Without  entering  into  comparisons  as  to  which  parts  | 
of  the  Union    most  require    the  provident    attention  : 
of  Government,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  it  appears  ' 
to  your  committee  that  the  improvement  of  the  roads 
in  question,  under  the  direction  and  at  the  expense  of 
the  National  Government,  is  at  all  times  recommended 
by  a  consideration  of  the  importance  of  the  country  to 
which  they  lead,  as  well  as  the  want  of  both  authority 
and  means  to  make  it  in  the  territory  through  which  , 
they  pass.     At  this  time  the  subject  is  rendered  unu-  ' 
sually  interesting,  from  the  efforU  of  the  enemy  to  seize  ^ 
upon  the  emporium  of  an  immense  country,  as  well  as  i 
other   positions   in  the  same   quarter  of  less,  though  I 
great,  importance  lo  the  United  States.     So  long  as 
the  war  continues.  New  Orleans  and  other  adjacent 
parts  will  be  liable  to  invasion,  and  will  of  course  require  I 
no  inconsiderable  force  for  their  defence.    During  such  a  j 
state  of  things,  it  is  highly  desirable — indeed  necessary 
— that  good  roads  should  facilitate  the  transmission  of  < 
intelligence,  as  well  as  the  march  of  troops  and  the  ; 
transportation  of  supplies,  when  a  passage  by  water 
may  be  too  hartly  or  wholly  impracticable. 

The  improvements  of  these  roads  being  deemed  ex- 
pedient by  your  committee,  the  next  inquiry  is,  in  what 
way  can  this  end  be  best  obtained  ?  How  far  it  might 
be  proper  to  effect  this  purpose  by  the  incorporation  of 
a  turnpike  company,  your  committee  are  not  prepared 
to  aay.  Several  objections  have  presented  themselves 
in  considering  such  a  plan  ;  but  whether,  under  other 
circumstances,  it  would  be  advisable  or  not,  its  slow 
execution  would  necessarily  defer  the  advantages  which, 
in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  it  is  desirable  promptly 
to  enjoy.  As  the  immediate  interest  of  the  public  is 
the  particular  consideration  which  induces  your  com- 
mittee to  recommend  the  improvement  of  these  roads,  ! 
and  as  they  believe  that  it  cannot  be  so  well  promoted  , 
in  any  other  way  as  by  a  special  appropriation,  they  t 
have  prepared  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
road  from  Nashville  to  Natchez,  which  they  ask  leave 
to  report. 

PUBLIC  BUILDLNGS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  rebuildinor  or  repairing  the  public  build- 
ings in  the  City  ot  Washington  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Pickering  spoke  against  the  bill,  on  the 
general  ground  of  opposition  to  the  permanency 
of  the  seat  of  Government. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webster,  that  the 
said  bill  be  recommitted  lo  a  select  committee, 
with  instructions  so  to  alter  the  bill  as  to  appro- 
priate twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  preservation 
of  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, and  to  the  improvement  and  repairs  of  the 
building  in  which  Congress  now  sit,  for  its  better 


accommodation  therein — «iaid  sum  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated — and  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
appropriation  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  GRoavEpjoR.  Gaston.  Wright,  and 
Alston  ;  and  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Lewis.  Fisk  of 
New  York.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  and  McKim. 
The  debate  was  long  and  warmly  contested  by 
the  affirmative  side  of  the  House. 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
mined IQ  the  negative — yeas  67,  nays  79,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler, 
Cannon,  Cilley,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  .Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Golds- 
borough,  Grosvenor,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hulberl, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Moseley,  Murfree,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Taggart,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter, 
and  Wright. 

Nits — Messrs.  Alexander.  .Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Breckenridge,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Clendenin,  Con- 
ard, Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpcper,  Cuth- 
bert,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley,  Fi?k  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Hungerford,  Ingcrsoll,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Ma- 
ryland, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens, 
Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Williams,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, with  instructions  to  prepare  and  report 
lo  this  House  amendments  for  concentrating  the 
public  buildings,  to  be  erected  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

i      And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 

j  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  65,  nays  78,  as 

I  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.   Alston,    Baylies    of   Massachusetts, 

I  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Cannon, 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  D.ivis  of 
Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Davall, 
Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes.  Goldsborough, 
Grosvenor,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lovett,  Markell,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rich,  Huggles,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Slaymaker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
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ft#^    Whealor^.    VViIco^,    Wilgon    of   MassachuselU, 
Mji«on  of  Peifnsylvana,  and  Wright 

J(Ai9 — M.-83<r8.   Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
>0i^.  Bard,  Bainett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Binea.  Bowen, 
Jrgrkenridgc,  J3rown,  Burwell,  Calhoun.  Champion, 
;ij^>rJord,  Creijthton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Evans, 
ji'M^Jley,   Fisk  i)f  Verriont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For-  j 
I  y,^^  Franklin.  Gholsor,,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
L')^  Harris,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,   Hub- 
Ud)v  Humphrejs,  Hun(':erford,  Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Jack- 
irDi|^f  Rhode  I|land,  Jahnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
]^'e,.tucky,  Ken*)edy,  K<nt  of  Maryland,  Kerr,   Ker- 
(♦ai«,  Kilbourn,   King  of  North    Carolina,    LefTerts, 
Ijejjs,  Lyie,  M^on.  McCoy,  McKim.  McLean,  Moore, 
-'ieion,  Newtoij,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Uhfi  of  Tennefsee,    Ri.iggold,  Roane,  Sage,   Sevier, 
fc^cTfey,   Smith  )of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
>*u^rt,  Sturgesj  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  White,  Wii- 
l^iiAS,  Wood,  ai^d  Vanc^y. 

Si  /ler  rauch-  zealous  debate,  the  question  was 


kton,  Serc^ig.  Tag^art,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Voae,  |  reported  a  bill  for  the   relief  of  Charles   Todd  • 
d^of  Massjtchusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web-    which  was  read  twice,  and  commitied  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
[  ed  a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  for  horses  lost 
in  the  public  service  io  the  Northwestern  army, 
or  in  the  campaigns  under  Generals  Jackson  and 
Floyd,  in  the  present  war ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Mc.Vlaster,  reported 
a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  John  McMaster  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  yesterday,  to  amend  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  the  same  be- 
ing again  read  and  amended  was  agreed    to  as 


follows,  10  wit : 

»..v.    .^y.^..'  ^^o.v/u.-,  ucuair,  iinr  quesiion  was  j      Resolced,  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  so 

tte  ,  taken,  Sh^ll  the  bill  pass  ?  and  passed  in  the  I  amended,  that  officers  who,  by  name,  have  receiv- 

alBjmaiive— ytas  78,  nays  63,  as  follows  :  1  ed,  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  the  thanks  of  Con- 

Vi-**— Messrs,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  '  a"^*^*^ '^^'!    '^^'''   gallantry  and    good    conduct  dis- 
our,    Bard,,Barnett,    Bnyly  ^f   Virginia,   Bines,' {  P'^X^'^    '"    'he  service  of  their   country,  shall  be 

admitted  to  seats  within  the  hall  of  this  House. 


i>v  en,  Brecke^ridge,  Burwell,  Calh«un,  Champion, 
Cje,  Jenin,  Crav^ford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Dii '  )ll,  Earle,  E^ans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont.  Fisk 
or.'€  w  York.  FJrsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gdu  jin.  Hall.,  ilarris.  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,' 
Uhi  fins,  Hul.bijrd,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll.  Jackson  of 
Virf   Oia,   JohnsiXn   of  K.-ntucky,    Kennedy,   Kent  of 


The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  '-for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells  and 
others,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate.  •'  to  allow  a  draw- 
back of  duties  on   spirits   distilled,  and   cerlaia 


V,  ^i.,.  I     k-      1.         u- iL ■',% :     •"  "^'"  "«"<»<-••   ui   uuiies   on   spins   distil  ed.  and   certain 

.':i,^p„u."tr.;  ^r/e":  L^',"f  M'.iT'L'i^r  I  ^t  :h\"ij„!,°/,  h"-""',  ^-"""'^^ 

Me%„.  McK„,  „oo„.  .NoUoJ  .V^.o„,  o,...:  |  7,T.f  'l^  ^X^t^.  o7    LP^TIZ 

Tennessee.  Rich.     f«,;^»    „.,,i    .„ru„„j   7 ,   , k      n  r-.r 

relerred   to  the  Committee  of  Ways 


l^n,  Picken*;  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,     twice   and 
feold.  Roane.  6age,   .Sev.er,  Seyhert.  Sharp.  Ship-  '  a^d  Me  "  , 

rimuhofPe.nsylvarwa.  Smith  of  Virginia.  Stuart  !       An  en" 
r^B.  Tp  fair  *fm„r^   \i.-v,;.-    11'  _  I         11-  ^o  enirr 


r>s,  Telfair.  Troup,  White,  Wood,  and   v'ancey   "'■     .  ^"^fossed   bill   in    addition   to  the  act  reg- 

Us-Messrs-  Alston.   Baylies  of  Massachusetts      "'*""?  '''e  ^"5'  Office  Establishment  was  read 
liw,    Boyd,   Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler'  i       Vi      .i  '""^  ^"'^  ^*"*'^- 

'?n,  Cilley.-Cox,  Crouch,  Davenport,  Davis  of  j  xy  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksom  of 

^  Desha,  El;,  Eppea,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Goldsbo-  I  X^^i.^'"'*'  ""esolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
T  -tV  ™''^°°^-  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  i  y^^'^,  «"  ihe  bill  making  provision  for  clothing 
Inrh-ri,  Irwin,  J;«.kson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  '''^  militia,  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
w  i[  *u"';  *^'"«v''^"'»«husetts.  Law,  Lovett,  Mar-    Slates;  and,  after  some  debate  thereon,  the  Com- 

Rr.i'5u'n  -''•  p"    f^u^"^"i^^•  ^'P"'  P"""'  •'o'^n  '  """'^  '°'^>  f^Por'ed  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
Re*.i^V\  illiam  Rw-d,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,    Ruggles   |  '»  sit  again.  '      ^        ,  a  ueu  leave 

MONEY  LOST  BY  A  PAYMASTER 


Cuni 
Mi 


Schi^man,  Slaynjaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford 
StrM,,raggart,j;  Taylor,   Thompson,    Udree,    Vose,' 
W»r    of  Massach^isetts.  V^ard  of  New  Jersey,  Web- 
ster, fheaton,  Wilcox,  V\  lUiams,   Wilson  of   Masw- 
chu^cjl,..  U  ilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

!  *•         '    

.  y  Friday,  February  10. 

•MrtEppES,  frum  the  Committee  of  W^ays  and 
,hp  •  i'  'T'r'^J'  JJi"  ™-''''"?  appropriations  for 
t   "^T^^'L,"-  '^.'^'"y  °^"'^  ^"''-d  States  for 

m.,£(V       n'  "^'^'^^  ^"  ^"^'^  •*'«.  and  com- 
raa^a  to  a  Comijuttee  of  the  Whole 

\^r 'Ei'PEs,  fro^u 
portr^-  k;ii  __i. 

port 


Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Palmer  Cox' 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next.     The  report    is  as 
lollows :  ^. 

That  the  petitioner  i,;  a  paymaster  to  a  regiment  of 
IHew  lork  mditia  commanded  by  Colonel  Anthony  D. 
Lameter  and  which,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  wa. 
T!Tt  *!  ""''™  a^^^ht,,  in  the  city  of  New  York  ; 
that  he  had  received  of  the  United  State,  several  thou- 
«and  dollars,  to  pay  off  the  mihtia,  which  he  had  deposi- 


i  I 

« 


Vancey,  ffom  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


bw  bed  ;  that,  on  the   evening  of  the  ITlst  of"  Oaober 
Jist,  the  petitioner,  and  some  other  officers  who  lived 
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in  the  room  with  him,  went  to  a  neighboring  house  to 
take  tea,  leaving  the  trunk  in  the  room  ;  and,  when 
they  returned,  it  was  gone. 

It  appears  from  the  depositions  of  Maria  and  Sophia 
Gronieback,  which  were  referred  to  the  committee, 
that,  on  the  24th  of  December  last  they  saw  the  trunk 
lying  in  the  bushes,  some  distance  from  their  father's 
house  on  Harlem  Heights;  and  that,  as  soon  as  they 
saw  it,  they  knew  it  at  a  distance  to  be  the  trunk  of 
the  petitioner. 

They  gave  information  to  their  father,  who  carried 
the  trunk  to  his  house,  and  sent  for  a  Mr.  Henry  Post 
to  come  and  open  it,  and  view  its  contents.  He  opened 
the  trunk,  and  foundit  contained  $137  37^,  and  many 
papers  belonging  to  the  petitioner. 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  had  in  the  trunk,  at 
the  time  it  was  stolen,  $2, .587.  One  deponent  swears 
that  he  verily  believes  that  sum  was  in  the  trunk  when 
it  was  taken  ;  and  another  states  that,  on  the  evening 
the  trunk  was  stolen,  he  saw  the  petitioner  count  the 
money,  and,  from  the  appearance  of  the  bundles  of  the 
bills,  be  believes  there  was  that  amount.  The  petitioner 
asks  relief  of  Congress. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  there  are  several  objections  : 

1.  That  the  loss  of  the  money,  and  the  amount 
thereof,  are  not  clearly  and  satisfactorily  shown. 

2.  That  the  loss,  if  it  actually  did  take  place,  was 
under  such  circumstances  at  would  constitute  negh- 
gence  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner. 

3.  That  if  the  money  actually  was  stolen  from  the 
petitioner,  without  any  negligence  on  his  part,  the 
United  States  would  not  be  liable  for  it.  It  is  believed 
they  should  not  be  considered  the  insurers  of  money  in 
cases  of  this  description  ;  ihe  same  principle  has  often 
been  established  at  the  present  and  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. They  therefore  recommend  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution  : 


ed  with  a  proposed  loan  of  fifteen  millions,  thus 
reversing  the  proportion  of  loan  and  Treasury 
notes  first  proposed. 

It  was  slated  by  Mr.  Eppes,  that  the  committee 
had.  on  further  consideration,  deemed  a  loan  to 
so  large  an  amount  as  of  questionable  practica- 
bility, and  had  therefore  determined  to  increase 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  proportionably  re- 
duce the  loan,  and  therefore  proposed  the  amend- 
ments which  were  now  made  to  the  bill. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  to  the 
House,  were  agreed  to  without  debate  or  oppo- 
sition ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

SUNDAY  MAILS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  make  any  alteration  in  the  present  regu- 
lations respecting  the  transportation  and  opening 
the  mails  on  the  Sabbath. 

Mr.  Farrow  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as 
to  declare  it  expedient,  instead  of  inexpedient,  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  This  motion 
was  negatived  without  debate,  and  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  resolution  unamended 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table;  which  motion,  after  debate, 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  King  then  moved  to  add  to  the  end  of  the 
resolution  the  words,  '-during  the  present  war," 
so  as  lo  confine  the  resolve  to  the  inexpediency 
of  acting  on   the  subject  during  the  present  war. 

This  motion  was  superseded  by  a  motion  of  Mr. 


Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  I  Jackson,  to   postpone   the  further   consideration 

of  the  resolution  indefinitely,  with  a  view  to  end 
the  discussion  of  this  subject  for  the  present. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  McKi.m,  and  others,  and  subse- 
quently withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

The  question  on  Mr.  King's  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  For  the  motion  52,  against 
it  60,  as  follows: 

Yeab- 


Mcssrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Condict,  Cox,  Culpeper,  DavenjKirl,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,    Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk 


not  to  be  allowed. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  Hou.-e,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  resolved 
itself  intoa  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Breck- 
enridge in  'he  Chair,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
issuing  of  Treasury  notes,  for  1815. 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  so 
amended  as  to  provide  fur  issuing  Treasury  notes 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  iwenty-five  niillions 
of  dollars  ;  such  of  the  note?  as  are  of  less  amount 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  transferrable   by 

delivery  (without  endorsement,)  and  all  notes  of  {  of  Vermont,  Forsyth,  Hale.  Henderson.  Hopkins  of 
one  hundred  doll.nrs  or  upwards,  to  bear  an  inter-  |  Kentucky,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Virginia.  Kent  of  New 
est  ol  hve  and  two-fiftlis  percent.;  the  notes  of  I  Vork,  King  of  MaRsachusetu.  Law,  Lewis.  Lovett, 
the  first  description,  in  nmounts  of  one  hundred  \  Lylc,  Markell.  .Montgomery,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Rug- 
dollars  and  upwards,  to  be  payable  or  redeemable  [  g'e«.  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker, 
in  public  stock  to  hear  an  interest  of  eight  per  M^™**^  "^  ^^'^  ^o'''*,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford, 
cent.  ;  those  of  the  latit^r  description  to  be  paya-  |  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
bleor  redeemable  in  public  stock  lo  bear  an  inter-  I  ^^a^>cbusctts,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wood, 
est  of  seven  per  cent.  |  ^  Nats— Messrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 

The  bill,  as  first  reported,  proposed  an  issue 
fifteen  millions  of  notes,  redeemable  in  five 

nual  instalments  of  three  millions  each,  as  pro-  i  p  •«;„    u  u   u  "u  ui     i   u        C        u 

po>ed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea.sury.  fJr  wi  ich  1  !'?{    h     '     ^1''  ""^barl,  Humphreys,  Hunger- 
■      ■       •  .    '.       .        _  J:         WHICH     ford,  Ingham,  Jackson   of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of 


'^ATs — .nessrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Avery,  Bartwur, 

e  of    ^*''"*"'  B'nP«.  Brown,  Cannon,  Comstock,  Conard, 

^^      Crawford.  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Fisk 

(of  New   York.  Forney.   Gholson.   Glasgow,  Gourdin, 


the  land  tax  was  pledged.  Connected  with  this 
plan,  was  the  intention  to  propose  a  loan  of  twen- 
ty-five millions  of  dollars.  The  amendments  last 
reported  by  the  financial  committee,  are  connect- 


Kontucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  LefTerts.  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Murfrec,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickena, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
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;ii,Y««ee,  Rich,  {tinggoiU,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp, 
j8^th  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Udree,  Williama, 


♦  Winter. 

r.  Stanford  then  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
^  n   by  ad(Jing  thereto  the  following:  "so  far 
-respects  tl^e  progre>s  of  the  mail  and  the  is5U- 
(j  uf  letierseon  the  Sabbath  ;  but  that  the  issuing 
ifjjnewspaptvs  under  the  proper  restrictions  may 
•  i,    prohibitei' ;"  which  motion  was  negatived. 
J  |f  he  question  on  concurrinor   in  the  resolution 
jrfr;)rted  by  tfje  committee,  was  then  decided  by 
and  nay^.     For  the  report  81,  against  it  41, 
Hows: 

EA8 — MestjTs.  AIsii)n,  Avery,  Barbour,  Barnett, 
!s,  Brown,  Cannon.  Cilley,  Clendenin,  Comstock, 
'jird,  Crawl')rd,  Crcighton,  Crouch,  Desha,  Duvall, 
;<e8,  Findlej,  Fisk  c4  Vermont,  Fisk  of  IVew  York, 
pey,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
,i.  Harris,  H^asbroucl;,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
jbard,  Hui|iphrcys.  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jackson 


ibe  7th   instant,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the 
lead  mines  in  the  county  of  Washmgton,  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri;   which    wa.s  twice   read 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Calhoun  be  appointed  of 
the  Commitiee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  ihe 
place  of  Mr.  Clark,  who  is  absent  on  leave. 

On  inoiion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any  regulations  in  the  Army  are  necessary 
to  their  better  accommodation  and  comfort. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Jackscn's*  hi  1  providing  for  clothing  the  militia 
in  the  service  of  trie  United  Stales;  which  was 
amended,  and  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815, 
was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 
i>^fthodc  Island,  JacHson  of  Virginia.  Jo'hnson'of '  Ordered.  That  the  Commiliee  of  the  Whole 
)l^tucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kcr-  I  "^  discharged  Irom  the  ronfideration  of  the  bill 
*!%•*,  Kilbourj),  King  of  North  Carolina,  Leffertii,  |  ^''O'" ''^'^  Senate 'giving  further  lime  to  complete 
jXr.  Macon.  McCoy,  .McKim,  .McLean,  Montgomery,  ;  the  surveys  and  obtain  the  patents  for  lands  loca- 
>K-jre,  Murfrtje,  Nelsoffi,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  I  t^d  under  Virginia  resolution  warrants." 
jPv^r,  Pleaaania,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
o(|Tennes«te,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  |  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  'to  incorpor- 
S^bert,  Sh;irp,  Sherwixxl.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  ate  the  subscribers  to  ihe  Bank  of  the  United 
^I^Wenneasoe.  .^mith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill  Taylor,  |  Slates  of  America,"  ,n  which  tliey  ask  the  con- 
7  totair,  I  roup,,Ldree.  Ward  of  N(»w  Jprapv  WiiL.m.    I  ».. r.i.:     r»^  ' 

\  fr*rs — Messrs.  Bayijea  of  Massachusetts,  Bigclow. 

«l  ... , 

'J«f.  Hendenan,  HiiH)ert,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
i.Oa.  Lewis,  l,ovctt,  Markell,  Moscley,  John  Reed, 
Rv^les,  Schuiieman,  ^'hipherd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford, 
ftu^-kton,   Stuiyes.  Taggart.  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 


^tair.  rroup„L dree.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilhams,  I  currence  of  this  House. 

„.._..,,  INDEMNITY  TO  COLLECTORS. 

il,  Bradbury,  Bng'ham  Butler.  Champion,  Condict,         Mr.  Epi'Es.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

,i)er.  Coi,  tulpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa-  i  Means,    to    whom    was   referred    the    petition    of 

Ir  He^  wV°     H  r  ?T'  Ely.  Farrow,  Geddes,  |  Jeremiah  Hill,  made  the  following  report: 

It.    llendenJDn.     Hliliiert.     KmT    n(    \faa£a<<liiic!o<»o     .  a        l'      "•  • 

I  hat    the   said    Hill    was   indebted    to  the 


*r 


p>i  ijassachuseiis,  WcbaWer,  Wharton,  and  Wilcox, 
io   It  was;resolvecl  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
nt  the  prairer  of  llje  petitioners. 


.  .  S^ATLRDAY,  February  11. 

■  Vir.  YANCijY.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
rr* orted  a  bil  for  the  relief  of  the  Eastern  Branch 


the  said  Hill  was  indebted  to  the  United 
States  when  he  left  the  office  of  collector  at  Biddeford. 
He  had  officially  obtained  a  judgment  against  certain 
persons,  for  breaches  of  the  act  of  Congress  laying  an 
embargo,  and  claimed  one  moiety  of  the  amount  as 
collector.  Before  any  money  had  been  received  on 
the  judgment,  he  insisted  on  a  right  of  set-otf,  and  re- 
fused to  pay  the  balance  due  from  him  into  the  Treas- 
ury. The  Comptroller  directed  a  suit  to  be  instituted 
against  him.  It  appears  that  the  marshal  had  previ- 
ously levied  a  part  of  the  amount  of  the  judgment 
claimed  as  an  off-set   by  Hill ;  and  that,  pending  the 


r\     1        f>  ,      ,  •  *-.»..v..     ciaimeu  as  an 

Bidge  Company ;    which    was    read    twice,   and     suit  against   him,  lands  were  sold   by  the   marsh.Uo 
c^mi tted  tcj  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  |  .ati.fy  the  residue.     When  the  wholi  amount  was  re- 

Mr.  t^ppfis  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  \  ceived  at  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Hill  was  allowed  credit 
W  ans,  to  wljom  wa.  referred  two  resolutions  of  i  for  iiis  portion  of  the  judgment,  and  the  Comptroller 
ihl  House.  i|)structiQg  them  to  inquire  into  the  j  directed  a  discontinuance  of  the  suit  agauist  him,  on 


c>  «ediency  of  changing  certain  collection  dis- 
\l  (ts,  and  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
rii  inty  of  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
VAia.  madeja  report;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
d*    >d  10  lie  oji  the  table. 

\i^^-  •^*^"''  ^EED,  from  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
COJ"'S  '0  w^iom  w*s  recommitted  the  bill  to 
{ciipeltheCiierkofllie  Houseof  Representatives. 
ifojEhe  Congijess  of  the  United  Slates,  to  give 
jjefurity  for  tie  faithftil  application  and  disburse- 
IBQfat  of  ihe  loniingtjnt  fund  of  the  said  House, 
vetjrted  the  oame  with  an  amendment;  which 
Wj^  read,  anU  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  was 
OrJ^red  to  beiengrosstd,  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Midday  next,; 

r.  EA8T0j<,from  the  committee  appointed  on 


the  payment  of  costs.     The  jwUtioner  daimt 

1.  The  costs  incurred  in  prosecuting  the  suit  against 
the  persons  w  ho  committed  the  breach  of  the  embargo 

law. 

2.  Reimbursement  in  the  costs  of  the  suit  against 
himself. 

.3.  Compensation  for  his  trouble  and  expenses  in 
attending  to  the  two  suits. 

The  defendants  in  the  suit  brought  for  the  breach  of 
the  embargo  law  were  liable  for  the  legal  costs  of  that 
suit  ;  the  petitioner  was  liable  far  the  costs  of  the 
suit  brought  against  himself,  the  United  States  not 
being  bound  to  wait  for  the  receipt  of  the  amount  of 
the  judgment  which  he  had  obtained  against  others, 
before  they  instituted  suit  against  him  for  money  re- 
ceived as  collector ;  and  it  appears  to  the  committee 
that  the  personal  service  of  the  petitioners  w  ere  amply 
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remunerated  by  bis  moiety  of  the  penalty  incurred. 
The  following  resolution  is  therefore  submitted  ; 

Retoh'td,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  "in  addition  to  the 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio."  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  ihe  Whole,  where  it  was  amended  by  striking 
out  "one  hundred  thousand  dollars"  (the  addi- 
tiooal  sum  approprialed)  and  inserting  'twenty 
thousand." 

Thequestion,  on  concurring  in  this  amendment. 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  stood — for 
the  amendment  62,  against  it  70,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barnett,  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown, 
Butler,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crouch. 
Culpei)er,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Farrow,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kerr,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  Law,  Letferts,  Lovett, 
.Markell,  Moseley,  Uakley,  Pickering,  Piper,  Piikin 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schure- 
man.  Sherwood,  Sbipherd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Strong,  Stuart,  Taggart,  Taylor,  'i'hompson,  Vose, 
Wiird  of  -Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson 
of  Maseachuiietls,  and  Yancev. 

Nats — .Messrs.  .\lo lander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Calhoun, 
Clendenin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cox,  Creigh- 
ton,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Gholson,  Goodwyn.  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hungerford, 
Jackson  of  Virginia.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kershaw.  Kilbourn,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
McCoy,. McKee,  McKim,  McLean,. Montgomery, Moore, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Ormsby.  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
anU.  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  White,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Winter,  and  Wright. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and  was  then 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Monday,  February  13. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  ihe  bill  -making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  1815."  with  amendments;  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Ingersoli..  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  District 
Judge  of  the  Stale  of  .Massachusetts,  made  a  re- 
port unfavorable  to  an  increase  in  this  case,  sepa- 
rate from  the  general  class  of  such  salaries;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
A  message  from  the   Senate  announcino-  the 
passage  of  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  was  I 


brought  up,  and  the  bill  read  a  first  and  second 

lime. 

Mr,  Gaston  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  a  view  to 
the  amendment  of  its  details,  which  he  pro- 
nounced to  be  incorrect  and  in  many  respects  im- 
practicable. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fohsyth 
aiid  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  who  argued  in  favor 
of  the  correctness  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  and 
denied  that  any  other  object  but  delay  would  be 
answered  by  the  proposed  reference. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  yeas  59.  nays  70. 

Mr.  Sharp  them  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee,  with  the  following  instruc- 
tions: 

1.  To  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  bill  that  allows 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  the  capital  of  said  Bank  to 
be  paid  in  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States 
heretofore  created  and  now  in  the  hands  of  stockhold- 
ers; and  then  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  allow  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  the  said  fifteen  millions  on  their  ac- 
count. 

2.  That  all  the  Government  subscriptions  shall  be 
paid  at  five  per  cent,  interest. 

3.  That  the  Government  shall  have  a  number  of 
Directors  in  the  said  Bank  equal  to  the  proportion  it 
may  have  of  the  capital  of  the  Bank  ;  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

4.  That  so  long  as  the  Bank  shall  not  he  required 
to  pay  specie  for  its  notes  or  bills,  or  after  having  com- 
menced paying  of  specie,  shall  from  any  cause  stop  the 
payment  of  the  same,  the  Government  shall  not  be  re- 
quired to  pay  to  the  Bank  a  higher  rate  of  interest  on 
any  loans  to  Government,  either  as  permanent  loans  or 
in  anticipation  of  taxes,  than  four  per  cent. 

5.  That  the  Bank  shall  not  be  allowed  to  sell  or 
transfer  any  part  of  the  Government  stock  that  it  may 
acquire  by  permanent  loans  to  Government,  until  the 
end  of  one  year  afler  the  war. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  S.  made  a  speech 
of  nearly  an  hour  in  length. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied  to  the  principal  points  of 
this  speech  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Sharp  explained. 

Mr.  Oakley  expressed  himself,  in  a  speech  of 
some  length,  as  favorable  to  some  of  the  objects 
of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  and  as  preferring 
them  generally  to  the  present  provisions  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Calhou.n.  in  a  pithy  speech  of  moderate 
length,  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  commitment, 
though  friendly  only  to  two  of  the  proposed  in- 
structions, viz:  the  reduction  of  the  interest  on 
loans  to  the  Government,  and  striking  out  the 
old  stock.  He  assigned  the  reasons  also  why  the 
plan  of  a  bank  now  before  the  House  did  not 
meet  his  approbation. 

Messrs.  Hawkins.  Wright,  Rhea,  and  Foh- 
syth, further  opposed  the  cotnmiiraent,  and 
Messrs.  Oakley,  Bowen,  and  Gasto.n,  advoca- 
ted it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Sharp's  motion  having 
been  divided,  the  question  on  reference  to  a  select 
committee  was  taken  separately  from  the  in- 
structions proposed  to  be  given  to  the  commit- 
tee; and — 
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f  j^On  the  qufeslion  of  coraraitment.  the  vote  stood,  of  New  York,  Forney,  For»yth,  Franklin.  Gholwn, 
ibk  yeas  and.nays.  for  commitment  75,  against  it  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Har- 
iP^I.  as  followis  :  '  "^  Hawea,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 

«   ''YxAS— Messrs.  Bard,  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bay-  :  ^"!"P^'*'y»i..Hungerford,    Ingersoll,    Ingham,   Irwin, 


\\i  of   Virginia,   Bigelow,    Bowen,    Bo 
l*rer  ken  ridge,'  Brighan-,,  Butler,   Calho 


»yd,   Bradbury,  |  •'■c^'^on  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 

.,.,..  .......gv,  ^..« un'  Champion!     Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 

jCiillev,  Cooped  Coi.  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  JJ^;^^  *"\7''""'  J^«fl«r^.  Lewis,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy, 
iliivc'nport.  Djivis  of  Mussachu^etts,  Duvall,  Ely,  Far-  JJ<^K-im,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson.  Newton, 
ir^w.  Ga*Uin,t;eddes,  Goldsborough.  Grosvenor.  Hale,  I  ^'■'"''^y'  ^*^^"'  P'ckens.  Piper,  PleasanU.  Rea  of 
llfanson.  Hasiirouck,  Henderson,  Hulbert.  Jackson  of  '  ^^""•y''»"'»'  ^^^'^  °^  Tennessee,  Rich,  Rmggold, 
!  »iode  Island.^Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Mass.,  Law,  I  J°*"<^'.  S*Ke.  Sevier,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania.  Smith  of 
|I>-wis,  Lovett;  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee.  Montgom-  !  X'.'?'""'  ?A'on?.  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair.  Udree, 
jCfv,  Moseley,  Oakley.  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pot- 
\U^,  John  ReeJ,  Williajn  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
♦Siybert,  Sharji,  ShefTej,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaynia- 
fk^,  Smith  of  New  Yoirk,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
'Surges,  Tagjrart,  Th'^mpson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Masia- 
IcAisetts,  Waid  of  N««w  Jersey,    Webster,  Wheaton, 


Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Wright. 
Mr.  Sharp  further  moved  to  amend  the  said 
bill  by  striking  out  of  the  4lh  line  of  the  12tU 
rule  for  the  regulation  of  that  institution,  the 
word  "  six."aDd  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word 

tJL       wr  .        tir  .        rxM     ^  X.  .,  "four."  being  the  maximum  rate  per  centum  per 

V^hite.  Wilco^c.Wilsou of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and     annum,  at  which  the  said  institution  may  charge 

the  Government  upon  loans 


}Yf  nccy 

J  JNat» — Mefsrs.  -\Iexander,  Alston,  .\nderson,  Avc- 
iirjj  Barbour,  ^ines.  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clen- 
Jdifiin,  Comstfck,  Conduct,  Conard,  Creighton,  Crouch, 

.T7..;.  -fo ' I ■        n__u_     !.■<      1        r>  T^-      i< 


jl^iwkin 

fcAiniperford.  Ijigersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin.  Jackson  of  Vir- 
g^iji,  Johnsoij  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
■IslJ,  Kerr.  KWrshaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
liiii,  Lefferts,  J^yle,  Maron,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean, 
.Mlore,  Murfree,  .\elson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
P.  kens,  Pipej,  Pleasapts,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
R  jiggold,  Roajie,  Sage, Sevier,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
^.^ilh  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 


And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  74.  nays 
77,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  .Massachu- 
setU,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Breckanridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, DaviB  of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Goldsborough.  Grosvenor,  Hale.  Hanson, 
Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kenne- 
dy. Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  L*w , 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Mos<dey, 
Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering.  Pilkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Scy- 

up,    Udree^    Williaips,    Wilson    of  Penn..ylvania,  i  o"*;^^^"fc  ^^{^''i'  Sherwood.  Shipherd   Slaym.ker, 
„!,,  -^  1  Smith  of  New  \ork,  Stanford,  Stockton.  Stuart,  Stur- 

ges,  Taggart.  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  While, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yan- 
cey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston.  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour.  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Clendenin, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
vis of  Pennsylvania,  Eppcs,  Findley,  Kisk  of  Vermont, 
Fiskof  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  GholHon, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Hasbrouck.  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerlord,  Ingersoll.  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LefferU, 
Lowndes.  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mur- 
free, Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  1  iper,  Pleas- 
anU, Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Udrec,  WiUiams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wood,  and  Wright. 


aij-j  Wright. 

iWr.  GASTciN  then  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
Piramiltee  4'  the  Whole;  which  motion  was 
Uifi'^ed  as  fjlows:  yor  the  motion  70,  against 
»t  >i4.  ! 

i>U.  Shari-  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
king  out  5o  much  as  allows  ih-  subscription 
^tock  hereiofore  created. 
'his  moti'jn  was  fiupported  by  Mr.  Duvall, 
oppo-ed  by  Me^srs.  WRiGHrand  Humphreys; 
was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  mo- 
72,  agaiiisl  ii  S2,  as  follows  : 
XAS — Mes^n..  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
,  Bayly,  o\r.  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bovren,  Boyd,  Brad- 
,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
i.  Cilley,  (»ooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culj)eper,  Cuth- 
\xfL,  Davenpojt,  Davis  vf  Massachusetts.  Duvall,  Ely, 
f '  jow,  Gastun,  Geddfs,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson, 
H  sbrouck,  Hjenderson.  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Isl  (id,  Kent  nf  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
L;  I*.  Lovett,  I.i)wnde--i,  Markell,  McKee,  Moseley,  Oak- 
(ef  Pcarso!!,  rPickerinj,  Pitkin,  Poller.  John  Reed, 
V\»Uiam   Ree.t  Rugglex,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp, 


^IjtoachusetUi  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

•  fe^'* — Me8..r8.  .Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson. 

ftw^ur,  Bine*.  Brown,  Caldwell.  Cannon,  CIci 


Avery, 

^.~  — . -• ■•  ■-,  ~-'» ■•.-■..  v^ci.iiuii,  x^i^ndenin, 

wA^slock.  Cojsdict,  Cofiard.  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis 
^ftnnsylvania.Desha.Pppes,  Findley,  Fisk of  Vt.,Fisk 


Tuesday,  February  14. 
Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  on  the 
petition  of  William  Taiham,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department 
to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  the 
topographical  materials  of  William  Taiham  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 
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The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  "to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of  Ameri- 
ca :"  Whereupon,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  to 
give  security  for  the  faithful  application  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  contingent  funds  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  provision  fur  clothing  the  mil- 
itia of  the  United  States  when  called  into  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  by  the  following  vote,  by 
yeas  and  nays:  For  the  bill  145,  against  it  none. 
So  the  bill  was  unanimously  passed,  and  bent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  list 
and  miscellaneous  appropriation  bill,  were  read 
and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Coolidge  and 
others,  was  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  granting  a  donation  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  Anthony 
Shane.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ••  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered 
by  earthquakes."  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  ihis  House. 


Wednesday,  February  15. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  make  a  mo- 
lion.  Believing,  he  said,  that  the  war  was  about 
to  receive  a  termmation,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  those 
brave  patriots  who,  by  their  exertions,  had  placed 
the  character  of  the  country  so  high  that  we 
should  never  again  be  disturbed  by  any  foreign 
Power,  unless  unhappily  intestine  division  should 
afford  an  opportunity  to  an  enemy,  to  move  the 
following  resolution,  with  a  view  to  redeem  the 
national  pledge  to  those  who  had  enlisted  under 
the  banners  of  their  country  to  defend  its  soil 
and  enforce  ils  rights.     He  therefore  moved— 

"  That  a  commillee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  laying  off  as  much  of  the  public  lands 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  satisfy  ihe  claims  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  fixing  the  location  thereof" 

Mr.  W.  said  he  should  not  press  the  considera- 
tion of  this  motion  to-day,  but  call  for  it  on  some 
future  day. 

Mr.  Neuton,  of  Virginia,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution,  which,  he  said, 
would  speak  for  itself,  and  preclude  the  necessiiy 
of  any  elucidatory  remarks: 

Raoivat,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Houaeauch 
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information  as  he  shall  deem  necessary  to  be  commu- 
nicated, touching  the  sUte  of  the  relations  existing 
between  lh«  United  Sutes  and  the  Barbary  Powera." 

The  resoluiion  was  agreed  to  nem.  con.,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  lay  it  before  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  report  of  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  favorable  to  the  petition  of  Solomon  Fra- 
zei  and  Mary  Eccleston,  was  agreed  to  in  Com- 
mittee of  ihe  Whole,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill. 

The  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  agreed  to  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thorais  Spriggs  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Savage  and  oth- 
ers;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Law.  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
petition  of  Anthony  B.  Ross,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  release  of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from 
imprisonment;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  (troposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  '-for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late 
county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territo- 
ry," was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  engrossed  bill  granting  a 
donation  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  to  Anthony  Shane,  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Pickering,  McKee,  and  McKim. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Cool- 
idge and  James  Burnham,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  '"giF- 
ing  further  time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  ob- 
tain the  patents  for  lands  located  under  Virginia 
resolution  warrants"  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  tilling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army 
by  classifying  tlie  (re*:  male  population  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;"  in  which  thejr 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  resolutions  of  the 
following  titles: 

"  Expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 
General  Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  bis  command, 
for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans ;" 

"  Expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Con- 
greKs  ol  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  Commodore 
D.  T.  Patterson,  and  Major  D.  Carmick,  and  of  the 
olficers,  seamen,  and  marines,  under  their  command, 
in  the  deiience  of  Hew  Oileaai,"  and 
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•'  EipreMiVc  of  the. high  aenae  entertained  by  Con-    of  reodezrous — seeking,  attacking,  and   beating 

p8«  of  the  patriotiam  ami  good  conduct  of  the  people  the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle — repulsing  three 
,  'Louisianaiand  of  N«w  Orleans,  during  the  late  mil-  |  desperate  assaults  with  great  loss  to  him— killing 
i|^y  opera ti(ins  before  that  city;"  in  which  severar  wounditig.  and  capturing  more  than  four  thou- 
r|^oluiions  i^y  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  sand  of  his  force— and  finally  compelling  him  to 
^  The  remajinder  ofjthe  day  was  spent  in  Com-  !  fly.  precipitately,  the  country  he  had  boldly  in- 
'tltee  of  \\ie  WhoU.  on  the  bill  to  fix  the  com-  vaded.  The  farmers  of  the  country  triumphantly 
DsatioDs  ajod  increas*  the  responsibility  of  the  i  victoriousover  the  conquerors  of  the  conquerors  of 
lectors  of' the  dirf;cl  tax  and  internal  duties,  \  Europe.  -  I  came,  I  saw,  I  conquered."  says  the 
*  ''  ^  '         '  '      American    husbandman,  fresh   from  his   plough. 

The  proud  veteran  who  triumphed  in  Spain,  and 
carried  terror  into  the  warlike  population  of 
France,  was  humbled  beneath  the  power  of  my 
arm.  The  God  of  Battles  and  of  Righteousness 
took  part  with  the  defenders  of  their  country,  and 
the  foe  was  scattered  before  us  a.s  chatf  before  the 


t"d  for  othtlr   purposes  connected  with   the  co 
;tion   thereof.     The   bill  was   reported   to  the 
l;}wuse  ;  and  ihe  House  adjourned. 


TtJE8DAY.  February  16. 


lairas. 


|f  he  resoluftions  from  the  Senate  expressive  of 
L".  high  senje  of  Coiogress  of  the  gallantry  and 


The  bill  from  the  S«enate  for  the  relief  of  Bowie 
aifti  Kurtz,  apd  other^,  late  of  the  ship  Allegheny,  i  wind.     It  is,  indeed,  a  fit  subject  for  the  genius 
*;   read  t\^ice,  ancj   referred  to  the  Committee    of  Homer,  of  Ossian,  or  Milton. 

That  militia  should  be  beaten  by  militia  is  of 
natural  and  ordinary  occurrence;  that  regular 
troops  should  be  beaten  by  militia  is  not  without 
j|  tid  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T  Patterson  and  j  example  ;  the  examples  are  as  numerous,  or  more 
3V|fljor  Carmjck,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  I  numerous,  in  our  own  country,  than  in  any  other  j 
Hi  "ir  corama-ad  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  \  but  that  regular  troops,  the  best  disciplined  and 
.^  ire  twice  read,  ani{  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  most  veteran  of  Europe,  should  be  beaten  by  un- 
;  %.  resolution  was  received  from  the  Senate  for  \  disciplined  militia  with  the  disproportionate  loss 
i\  «j  appcinifBent  of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire  '  of  a  hundred  to  one,  is,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
jr,  «  the  exptjdiency  of  causing  the  Chambers,  at  ,  commanding  General,  almost  incredible.      The 


p)  -lent  occu»»ied  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
ojjijthers  in  ihe  same  building,  to  be  altered  and 
fi^cd  up  for  fheir  betier  accommodation. 

f!      DEFEJNCE  OF  NEW  ORLE.\NS. 

'he  resoliitions  from  the  Senate  expressive  of 

■thanks  of  Congress  to  General  Jackson  and 

troops  unJer  his  command,  for  their  gallantry 

Mefence  of  New  Ojleans,  were  twice  read  and 

Landed. 

l)a  the  question  of 'ordering  these  and  the  sub- 
jjjient  resokes  to  a  third  reading — 
•  ^^'  '^''*'^'^'''  ^^  Georgia,  said,  that  he  congratu-  ■ 
l«|^d  the  Hoase  on   (he   return  of  peace  ;  if  the 


disparity  of  the  loss,  the  equality  of  force,  the  dif- 
ference in  the  character  of  the  force,  all  combine 
to  render  the  battle  of  the  eighth  of  January  at 
once  the  most  brilliant  and  extraordinary  of  mod- 
ern limes.  Nothing  can  account  for  it  but  the 
rare  merits  of  the  commanding  General,  and  the 
rare  patriotism  and  military  ardor  of  the  troops 
under  Ins  command. 

Gloriou'<.  .^ir,  as  are  these  events  to  the  Amer- 
ican arms,  honorable  as  they  are  to  the  American 
character,  they  are  not  more  glorious  and  honor- 
able than  are  the  immediate  con>equences  full  of 
usefulness  to  the  country.  If  the  war  had  con- 
tinued, the  men  of  the  country  would  have  been 


^Y"   ^\   bc«iorable.  he   might  be  permitted   to  j  inspired  with  a  noble  ardor  and  a  <-enerous  emu- 
c*|gr«tiilaie^the  Hoitse  on  the  glorio  is  termina- 1  lation  in  defence  of  the  country  ;  they  would  have 


of  the  wiar.     He  might  be  permitted  to  con- 
gfgfulate  thejn  on  thp  glorious  termin.ition  of  the  :  dence  to  the  invaded 


***» 
$m^ 


^truck   terror  into  the  invader,  and  given  confi- 

Europe  has  seen  that,  to 


"^  and  e.Kultaiion.  It  was  the  yeo- 
^\a  of  the  country  marching  to  the  defence 
ijfijihe  city  01   Orleani^,  leaving  their  wives,  and 


I  think  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  defective; 
it  doe-i  not  record  the  prominent  fact  which,  more 
than  any  other,  contributes  to  the  brilliancy  of 
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the  regular  troops  constituted  the  principal  force, 
and  that  the  militia  was  only  auxiliary.  If  the 
House  should  cousider  the  defect  as  important,  I 
would  move  to  amend  the  resolution. 
Mr.  RoBERTSO.N  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  representing  alone  on  this  floor 
an  interesting  pan  of  our  country,  saved  by  he- 
roism unmatched  from  horrors  which  cannot  be 
described.  I  shall  be  excused  for  expressing  my 
admiration  of  General  Jackson,  his  great  achieve- 
ments, and  the  splendid  battles  which  we  now 
commemorate. 

Permit  me  too.  sir.  to  avail  myself  of  this  oc- 
casion to  pour  forth  the  gratitude  with  which  1 
am  impressed,  not  only  for  the  protection  of  Lou- 
isiana, but  for  the  opportunity  which  has  been 
afforded  her  citizens  of  displaying  a  zeal,  a  patri- 
otism, and  an  unanimity,  which  command  the 
applause  ol  an  admiring  nation. 

Scarce  three  months  are  past,  since  a  mighty 
armada,  with    troops  accustomed  to  victory,  the 
well  fleshed  myrmidons  of  sanguinary  European 
wars,  with  others  collected    in    the   West  India 
Islands,  from  their  description  intended  to  produce 
terror,  led  on  by  chiefs  whose  fame  had  filled  the  j 
universe,  directed   its  course  across  the  Atlantic! 
with  a  view  to  desolate  a  distant  portion  of  our  ■ 
country.     They  calculated  on  an  easy  conquest;  ! 
never   were   hopes   more  confident— never  were  I 
hopes  more  effectually  blasted.  I 

Pursuing  their  insidious  system,  they  issued 
proclamationsand  sent  forth  emissaries,  to  corrupt 
the  unwary,  and  excite  disaffection.  They  offered 
to  those  who  should  be  weak  enough  to  confide 
m  their  perfidious  promises,  protection  and  liberty 
under  a  British  con.stiiution.  Insolent  thought ! 
To  whom  were  those  offers  addressed?  °To 
Americans,  who  themselves,  or  whose  fathers  had 
once  belore  chased  them  from  their  shores  cov- 
ered with  disgrace  and  overwhelmed  with  dis- 
may. To  whom  were  they  addressed  ?  To  the 
natives  of  Louisiana— to  Frenchmen,  and  their 
descendants.  The  English  dared  to  speak  to 
them  ol  peace  and  fraternity,  holding  in  their 
hand  a  sword  reeking,  as  it  had  reeked  for  centu- 
ries, with  the  blood  of  Frenchmen. 

Hasty  leviesof  half-armed  undisciplined  militia, 
from  the  interior  of  our  vast  continent,  from  the 
banks  of  the  Tennessee,  the  Cumberland,  and  the 
Ohio,  traversing  wide  and  trackless  regions,  pre- 
cipitate themselves  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  reso- 
lute to  defend  their  distant  brethren  from  the  dan- 
gers with  which  they  were  menaced.     There  the 
hardy  sons  of  the  West,  with  the  yeomanry  of 
the  adjacent  territory  and  the  invaded  State  with 
a  handlui  of  regulars  and  a  few  armed   vessels 
constituted  that  torce  from  which  the  tremendous 
armament  of  our  enemy   was  to  experience  the  i 
most   signal   overthrow  the  world    has  ever  wit-  , 
nessed.     But  Jackson  was  their  leader,  and  thouo-i,  i 
inexpert   in  scientific   warfare,  they  were  animV  | 
ted   by  something  more  valuable  than  discipline.  | 
more  irresistible  than  all  the  ener^jy  which  mere 
machinery  can   display;  they  wer'e  animated  by 
patriotism— by  that  holy  enthusiasm  which  sur- 
mounts all  ditiiculties  and  pointa  the  way  to  tri- 


umph.    Happy  if  a  parallel  to  their  conduct  mar 

be  found.  It  must  be  looked  for  in  the  achievements 
ol  those  who  like  themselves  fought  for  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country.  History  records,  to  the 
coiisolation  of  freemen,  that  the  Poles,  unarmed 
and  ignorant  of  tactics,  beat  the  veteran  troops  of 
t  rederick  and  Catharine  in  many  pitched  battles 
never  less  than  three  times  their  numbers— but 
their  lender  was  Kosciusko.  In  the  early  stages 
of  the  revolution,  the  peasantry  of  France,  under 
Custineand  Dumourier.  repulsed  from  their  soil 
the  disciplined  thousands  of  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick ;  but  It  was  not  the  Poles,  nor  the  French- 
raen-it  was  love  of  country-it  was  the  cause. 

tolled  in  their  attempt  to  dissemiuaie  distrust 
and  treachery,  they  now  prepared  to  take  by  force 
what  fraud  had  failed  to  secure. 

The  defence  of  Fort  Bowyer.  the  battle  of  their 
hundred  well  manned  barges,  with  five  of  our 
gunboats,  were  a  foretaste  of  what  they  were  fur- 
ther to  expect.  But,  flushed  with  thoughts  of  the 
iull  fruiiion  of  their  hopes,  they  pushed  forward  to 
s»-ize  the  prize  just  presented  to  their  grasp.  They 
passed  unseen  through  narrow  defiles  and  deep 
morasses;  evaded  the  natural  defence  of  the 
State,  and  found  themselves  quietly  posted  on  the 
lerlile  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  in  full  view  of  the 
alluring  metropolis  ol  Louisiana,  where  they  had 
been  promised  plunder  without  check  and  not 
without  restrdint. 

Among  the  wonderful  occurrences  of  that  event- 
ful  period,  the  simultaneous  arrival  at  the  same 
distant  point  of  the  brave  defenders  of  their  coun- 
try and  the  daring  invader,  cannot  be  considered 
less  miraculous.     Confident  in  its  strength,  and 
contemptuous  of  its  foe,  the  veteran  array  was 
unprepared  for  the  reception  that  awaited  it.  Sud- 
denly and    fiercely  attacked,  panic   struck  at  the 
uulouked   for    blow,  they  were   defeated   by  half 
their  number  of  raw  American  troops.     This  was 
coriclusive.     Their  subsequent  conduct  exhibited 
little  else  than  a  tissue  of  blunders  and  misfor- 
tunes, or  ol  courageous  efforts  which  recoiled  with 
rum  on  themselves. 
I       At   length  the  time  arrived  which  was  to  wit- 
[  ness  the  most  extraordinary  event   recorded  to 
military  annals.     On  the  8th  of  January,  a  day 
destined  to  lorrn  an  era  in  history,  this  array  of 
j  lovincibles,  led  on  by  gallant  chiefs,  advanced  to 
the  charge  with  firm  step,  according  to  methods 
most  approved— trenches  hastily  thrown  up,  de- 
fended  by  what  they  considered  a  mob.  a  vaga- 
bond  miliiia,  promised   an   enterprise   destitute 
aiike  ol  hazard  and  of  honor.     They  were  met  by 
an   incessant  and  murderous  discharge  of  mus- 
ketry and  artillery,  the  whole  line  was  a  contin- 
ued sheetot  fire;  intrepidity  stoodappalled— their 
General  slain— the  ditch  filled— the  field  strewed 
with  the  dying  and   the  dead— a  miserable  rem- 
nant of  their  thousands  fled  back  toiheirentrench- 
ments.     The  battle  closed,  a  battle  whose  char- 
acter, from  the  nature  of  the  troops  engaged  and 
the  disparity  of  toss,  is  the  most  wonderful,  whose 
effects  are  as    important  as   any  (hat  was  ever 
fought.     And  now  we  are  invited  to  the  contem- 
plation of  a  scene  which  reflects  immortal  hoQOr 
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fthe  inhat)itaDts  of  New  Orleans,  and,  by  con- 
i^^t,  eternaj  sharae  on  the  enemy. 
»J  Jhe  dead-were  inferred,  the  agonies  of  the  dy- 
i^i^  assuaget^.  the  wounded  relieved  ;  that  prop- 
^{y  which  ijras  to  have  been  given  up  to  plunder 
'Jris  willing/y  yielded  to  iheir  wants,  and  the  very 
i^Jividual?.  |the  marked  victims  of  their  licen- 
i^sDe5«,  vi*d  with  each  other  in  extending  to 
'  \m  every  proof  ©f  tenderness  and  humanity 


jt  was  my;  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  ad- 
ored to  tbei  manner  in  which  the  English  have 
a^ijried  on  thi?ir  war,  particularly  to  their  views  in 
rA^rd  to  IServ  Orleans,  but  peace  is  this  moment 
a4i;|0unced  ;  U  do  not  wish  to  mar  the  feelings 
.f>*i^ch  beloni-  to  it  ;  if  I  cannot  forget  their  atro- 
f  t)^s,  I  di^^in  to  triumph  over  a  disgraced  and 
jfijtn  foe.  Whilst  resuming  my  seat  I  take  much 
l^faction  In  doing  justice  to  the  indefatigable 
rlions  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  From  the 
ie  of  his  taking  charge  of  that  Department,  and 
[being  apprized  of  the  danger  which  threatened 
efforts  were  spared,  no  applications 
which  had  for  their  object  the  pro- 
State. 
^Mr.  I.NGERJioLL  said  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  that 
se  resolut'ons  require  any  amendment.  I  am 
jfsuaded.  however,  that  their  final  passage  will 
)vt  unanimous.  The  House  will  excuse  me,  I 
1)^()e,  if  I  indulge  myself  in  a  few  observation^  on 
;l\f<  occasion;.  I  speak  impromptu,  sir,  without 
pjfcmeditatioii — I    have    found    it    impossible    to 

tljik-l  havt 

ih^-ee  days 

ic^tion  of  the  glorious  struggle  we  have  just 
Vf^icluded,  is;calculared  to  excite  emotions  such 
fi-Joan  be  uns^erstood  by  those  only  who  can  feel 
>L^ia.     For  rtie  first  time  during  this  long,  arduous 


ofljbeing  appriz 
Lg'uisiana,  nw  ( 
uS«ttended  to, 
tt«tion  of  th^t 


its  Lopes,  if  it  entertained  any  in  our  favor.  The 
treaty  signed  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  last  May 
placed  us  in  a  rituaiion  of  the  utmost  emergency. 
England  had  triumphed  over  France— and  she' 
turned  upon  us  with  her  hands  full  of  the  imple- 
ments of  destruction — her  heart  almost  bursting 
with  vengeance  and  fury — malediction  in^her 
manifestoes,  subjuj;ation  on  her  sword.  We  have 
already  voted  thanks  to  those  heroes  of  the  North 
who,  in  Canada,  faced  and  broke  the  spell  of  Eng- 
lish invincibility.  From  the  North  the  tempest 
rolled  on  to  this  neightorhood :  And  it  was  in 
the  midst  of  the  ruins— the  cinders — of  this  Cap- 
ital, which  became  the  momentary  prize  of  a  suc- 
cessful incursion— It  was  at  a  periuJ  the  most 
awful,  under  difficulties  the  most  appal  ling,  that  pre- 
parations were  made  to  meet  the  final,  the  concen 
trated  onset  at  New  Orleans — the  most  remote,  the 
weakest  pointof  our  territories— the  most  vulnera- 
ble— the  hardest  to  hold,  and  the  hardest  to  refrain, 
if  once  losL  For  the  capture  of  that  city  a  most 
formidable  force  was  embodied.  All  the  disjwsable 
troops  to  be  spared  by  England  from  Europe,  the 
detachments  scattered  along  our  coasts,  all  the 
garrisons  and  troops  tliat  could  be  collected  from 
the  West  India  Islands,  were  concentrated  for 
this  last  and  grand  object.  The  gallant  and  gen- 
erous inhabitants  of  the  West  flew  to  arms.  It 
was  not  their  firesides  they  had  to  defend.  It 
was  in  many  cases  more  than  a  thousand,  in  ail 
than  five  hundred 


more  than  five  hundred  miles  from  home  they 
e  been  able  only  to  feel  these  last  j  were  to  seek  the  scene  of  their  exploits.  They 
The   unexpected,  the   grateful   ter- !  went  with  an  immortalizingalacrity  of  patriotism. 

Every  man  of  them  is  entitled  to  a  panegyric. 
There  is  no  distinction  but  that  of  rank  to  be 
made  between  them  and  their  wary,  their  con- 
summate commander.  Hardly  arrived  in  New 
Orleans  when  the  enemy  appeared,  they  instantly 
attacked  him— and  in  the  night  time.  The  result 
of  this  immediate  intrepidity  was  their  striking  a 
salutary  respect  into  the  invaders.     Theconquer- 


^t^}  trying  scission,  we  can  all  feel  alike — we  are 
!il.  ofone  niipd — all  hearts  leap  to  the  embraces 
jlj^ach  othef.     Such  a  spectacle  as  that  now  ex- 

h^iied  by  th^' Senate  and  House  of  Representa-  ,  .-^ ^^.,^„.. 

lij^eu  of  the  Cnited  States  of  America  was  never  '  ors  of  Europe  sent  the  flower  of  their  armies  un 
Pi«sented  to  »he  world  before.     While  the  Senate  .    .  ' 

»i';  ratifying  a  treaty  of  peace,  the  House  of  Rep- 
n^ientatives  sre  voting  heartfelt  thanks  to  those 
Otfb'e  palnoii,  those  gallant  citizen  soldiers  who 
hSf^e  crownej  that  peace  with  imperishable  lustre. 
■T^if  terms  of  the  treaty  are  yet  unknown  to  us. 
a|t  the  victory  at  Orleans  has  rendered  them 
^tjrious  andjhunorable,  be  they  what  they  may. 
iey  must  fje  honorable  under  such  a  lermina- 
of  the  w^r.     These  Commissioners  who  have 


der  the  most  eminent  of  their  commanders  on 
this  expedition.  On  the  28lh  December  and  the 
Isi  of  January,  attempts  were  made  to  carry 
the  American  lines — but  without  success,  with- 
out impression.  Finding  that  their  men  had 
learned  a  reluctance  to  attack  from  these  experi- 
ments, the  British  officers,  on  the  memorable  8ih 
threw  themselves  into  the  front  and  led  on  to  the 
charge.  It  is  thi»  that  alone  can  account  for  the 
enormous  effusion  of  officers'  blood.     Not  relying 

added  moreover 
Badajoz  and  St.  Se- 
tosuccess.  They 
It  has  done  '  offered  beauty  and  booty— in  other  words,  rape 
Within  five  and  and  rapine,  as  the  reward  of  victory.  Thus  led 
years  A  our  national  existence,  we  have  and  thus  invited,  the  Brili.-h  army  made  its  storm 
leved  a  sycond  acknowledgment  of  our  na-  j  Their  discomfiture  is  without  example  Never 
ai  sovereignly.  Jn  the  war  of  the  Revolu-  ,  was  there  such  a  disparity  of  loss.  With  the 
wehada^llies— inarms— reinforcements  from  |  tidings  of  this  triumph  from  the  South,  to  have 

peace  from  the  East,  IS  such  a  fullness  of  gratifi- 
cation as  must  overflow  ait  hearts  with  gratitude 
to  the  Giver  of  all  good— to  that  Being^vho  has 
saved  us  from  the  enemy,  who  has  saved  us  from 
all  harms.     Not  to  be  grateful  would  be  impious — 


li^Jurded  us  sych  signal  credentials  of  their  firm-  |  on   the  example   thus  set,  they 

Qjws  heretofore,  cannot    possibly  have   swerved.  '  those  enticements  whicli,  at  Bac 

;TJ.e  Government  has  not  betrayed  it?  trust.     The    basiians,  had  seduced  thesoidiers  i 


!o4tion  now  ..'annot  be  discredited, 
itiiduty,  aiid^s  above  disgrace. 
<hfrtv 


^oad  on  oi^r  own 
[rope  on  oiir  side. 
j)d  single-handed, 
-not  a  bosym  in  Europe  that  dared  beat  in  our 
W-Iaif— not  c|ie  but  what  was  constrained  to  stifle 


*oil — and  the  wishes  of  all 
But  in  this  late  conflict  we 
Ni)t  an  auxiliary  to  supfwrt 
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not  to  triumph,  cold  and  churlish  indeed.     Eng- 
land has  conquered  Europe.     In  the  midst  of  her 
conquests  she  is  di>contented  and  unhappy.     Eu- 
rope, relieved  from  French  dominion,  is  already 
enslaved  afresh,  cruelly  enslaved.     Poland,  the 
richest,  finest  country  on  that  Continent,  with  a 
population  romantically  free  and  patriotic,  is  an- 
nexed  to  Russia.     After  fighting  the   battles  of 
France  for  the  pay  of  emancipation,  Poland  falls 
under    the   Russian   yoke.     Saxony,  one  of  the 
most  ancient  and  repectable  of  the  sovereignties 
of  Europe,  is  subjoined  as  a  province  to  Prussia, 
the   most  recent,  the  most  despicable  of  all   the 
European    powers — a  Kingdom  which    found    a 
transient  consequence  in  the  genius  of  the  great 
Frederick,  which  never  can  be  considerable  with- 
out such  a  genius  to  sustain  it.     The  Italians  are 
torn  from  their  homes  to  serve  in  Austrian  armies. 
Norway  dislocated  from  Denmark  to  be  forced 
into  the  arras  of  Sweden — France  is  unsettled — 
Spain  convulsed — Holland  swelled  into  an  ephe- 
meral   magnitude.     What   a    contrast  with    this 
happy,  thriving,  blessed  country  !     Who  does  not 
rejoice  that  he  is  not  an  European  !     Who  is  not 
proud  to  feel  himself  an  American — our  wron<»s 
revenged— our   rights   recognised!     For  I  repeat, 
that  no  matter  what  the  terms  of  the  treaty  may 
be,  the  effects  of  this  war   must  be  permanently 
prosperous  and   honorable.     The   catastrophe  at 
Orleans  has  fixed  an  impress,  has  sealed,  has  conse- 
crated the  compact  beyond  the  powers  of  parch- 
ment and  diplomacy.     At  sea  a  tide  of  triumphs— 
by  land  a  Continent  on  which  the  enemy  could 
gain  no  foothold.     Your  Navy  transcendant   in 
achievements— your   Army  at    length  equalling 
your  Navy.    Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  richest  Kingdom 
in  Europe  I  would  not  exchange  rav  American 
citizenship — for  the  most  opulent  endowment  I 
would  not  surrender  the  delight  which  I  derive 
from  the  feelings  of  this  moment.     Let  us  then 
pass,   let  us  vote   by  acclamation,  the   thanks  of 
Congress  to  General  Jackson  and  his  companions 
in  Victory. 

I  cannot  resume  ray  seat,  sir.  without  a  word 
of  merited  eulogium  on  an  individual  not  com- 
prehended in  these  resolutions,  but  to  whom  the 
nation  is  greatly  indebted  for  this  success.  I  mean 
the  pre^ent  Secretary  at  War.  From  the  monu- 
mental dilapidations  of  this  Capital,  with  enemies 
to  provide  against  on  all  quarters,  those  arrange- 
ments were  made  and  those  aids  afforded  by  the 
Government  which  mainly  contributed  to  the 
glorious  result  at  Orleans.  Jackson,  to  be  sure 
and  his  cohort  banded  together  from  all  regions 
by  his  powerful  ascendency,  were  the  executors— 
but  the  able  and  honest  statesman,  who  now  holds 
the  War  Department,  was  the  author  and  origi- 
nator of  the  preparations.  Let  us  therefore— I 
hope  all  will  agree  to  it— let  us  consider  him  too 
in  our  applause. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Senate  expressive  of 
the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the 
patriotism  and  good  conduct  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana  and  New  Orleans  during  the  late  mili- 
tary operations  before  that  city,  were  twice  read 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  ' 


Mr.  Robertson  said  he  was  prevented  from 
taking  any  part  in  regard  to  them,  bv  feelings 
that  would  be  properly  appreciated.  He  would 
content  himself  with  expressing  the  high  sense 
he  entertained  of  the  very  complimentary  terms 
in  which  his  constituents  were  mentioned.  If 
suspicions  had  heretofore  been  indulged  in.  derog- 
atory to  the  history  of  Louisiana,  they  would  no 
longer  exist.  If  cold  calculations  had  been  made 
of  her  value  and  importance  in  the  Union,  they 
would  no  more  be  heard. 

COMPENSATION  TO  COLLECTORS. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  the  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  and  in- 
crease the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  collection  thereof. 

The  said  amendments  being  read,  and  that  to 
the  first  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Eppes  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "three,"  being  the  rale  per  centum  of 
the  compensation  to  collectors,  upon  all  moneys 
not  exceeding  $50,000  accounted  for,  and  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  between  the  first  day  of  July, 
1815,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  ISlti,  and  in- 
serting the  words  four  and  a  half." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  81.  nays  62  as 
follows :  ' 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bard,   Barnett,   Bines,  Brown,  Butler, 
Caperton,  Calhoun.  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Ca- 
nard, Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Detba, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fuk  of  Vermont,  Fiak 
of  .\ew  York,  Forney,  Forgyth,   Franklin,   Gholaon, 
Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin.  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanaon, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,   Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson   of  Kentucky,  Kennedy.  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  LefferU,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Mc- 
Coy, McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasanta,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,   Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 
-  Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clendenin,   Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely, 
Farrow,    Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,   Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hungcrford,  Hulbert,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetu,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee, 
Moseley,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  SUn- 
ford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetu,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton,  White,   Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  .Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  Stanford  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  to  the  first  section,  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  no  collector  in  any  city  shall  receive 
a  greater  compensation  than  $5,000,  nor  any  collector 
in  the  country  more  than  $2,500. 
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■  jVlr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
^1  proviso,  by  strikiDg  out  the  word  "  five,"  in 
VWimaximuro  of  the  compensation  to  a  city  col- 
jt^ior,  and  niseriing,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word 
r'iieht."  Ar,d  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 
itj^as  deteroiJned  lo  the  negative — yeas  2.  nays 
l*"'  as  folio sr<  : 

^ii§— -Mettfs.  Fisk  of  New  York,  and  Ingham. 
.   jtATi — Meanrs.  Alexander,  Alston,   Anderaon,   Av- 
ir^  ^Barbour,    fjarnett,  Bayliea  of  MaasachusetU,  Big- 
«Ih«»1  Biiiea,   Ifowcn,  Boyd,   Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
l^g^am,  Butlijr,  Capcrton,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Ciiley, 
Cjg(>denin,  Clc^iton,  Cortistock,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Clifford,   Culfieper,   Culhbert,   Davenport,   Davia   of 
jr^jt^ylvania,  pcsha,  Duvall,  Earle.  Ely,  Eppea,  Ev- 
<nj^;  Farrow,  .Findley,    Forney,    Franklin,    Gaaton, 
t»^^C8,  Gholsc.n,  Glasgow,   Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
(I(;i^din,  Gnffift,  Groavenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Har- 
rsiHasbrouck-.  Hawes,    Hawkuis,   Henderson,  Hop- 
kinf  of  Kentucny,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbert, 
JAfi#on  of  ViriSinia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
K<5it  of  New  York,  Keni[  of  Maryland,  Kerr.  Kilhourn, 
Ki^vf  of  Maa8n<husetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
l#ei<»rt«,  Lewis,   Lovelt,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  Mar- 
Fed- McKee,  McKim,  .Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson,  New- 
Oakley,    Ormsby,    Pearson,    Pickering,    Pickens, 
r,    Pilkin,  Pleasantu,  Potter,  John   Reed,   Rea  of 
jisylvania,  _'Rhea  of  Tennessee,    Rich.   Ringgold, 
^^e.  Robertson.  Ruggles,  Sage.  Schureman.  Sevier. 
He^fien,  Sharp^Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith 
<a  l^nnsylvan^i.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Sturges, 
J»Ji,rart,Tann.,hill.  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup, 
FcS^^e,   Vose.   iVard  of  MassachuaetU,   Ward  of  New 
•J.  Wheatr  n,  Whitf,   Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massa- 
irtu,  Wilsofl  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wnght,  and 

Ivey 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1164 


T%e  Army  and  Navy. 


February,  1815. 


cfa 


!l{uch  debaie  occurjring  on  the  proposition 


V^s  withdrawn    by 
B^Mse  adjourDed. 
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Mr.    Sta:iford;    and    the 


;  Ijr.  McI 

J5c<ft,ands, 


i^"'riday,:  February  17. 
Kei-.  from  t^e  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
.  reported  a  hoU  supplemental  to  the  act 
«^^jled  -'An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
Jtyj  m  the  State  of  I^ouisiana,  and  Territory  of 
/|li2»ouri,"  approved  ;the  12th  of  April,  1814; 
Viif  h  was  rejid.  and  (.Committed  to  a  Committee 
Ql  t^e  Whole. 

'•  iir.  PiCKERiNa,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
^'ahcommitt»d  the  bill  granting  a  donation  of 
tuj-J-  iiundrecj  and  twenty  acrss  of  land  to  An- 
tarW  Shane,;.reported:  the  same  with  an  amend- 
rppjii;  which' was  re,d  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Hci^se  and  l$e  bill  oi=dered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
JHlilhe  thirduime  to-morrow. 
[he  bill  fr,>ni  the  Senate  to  give  further  time 
tf  i?mplete  sijrveys  and  locate  patents  for  lands 
grat^ted  unde.  Virginia  resolution  warrants,  was 
r«a|  a  third  time  and  passed. 

:The  engro.sped  bill  ito  lay  a  direct  lax  on  the 
Mif/ict  of  Columbia,  ^vas  read  a  third  lime,  with- 
o|it».lebate,  anii  passed. 

(Ij  rnotion  uf  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Committee  on 
tiie  ^^udiciary  were  insiructed  to  inquire  into  the 
e^p  Jiency  of -authorizing  the  appointment  of  a 
dls(  Jet  atiorn.y  and  marshal  for  the  Northern 
MJi  >tct  of  ihe-State  of  New  York 


TV 
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The  resolution  from  ihe  Senate  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  causing  the  Chambers  at  pres- 
ent occupied  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  or 
others  in  the  same  building,  to  be  altered  and 
fitted  up  for  their  belter  accommodation,  was 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House  ;  and  Mr.  Lew- 
is, Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  were 
appoiuted  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Hallowell.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  for  consideration  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  what  extent 
the  Military  EsUblishment  of  the  United  Slates  can 
be  reduced  consistently  with  the  public  interest. 

2.  Ruolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if   any.  what, 

provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  for  allowing 

months'  extra  pay  and  a  donation  in  land  lo  the  officers 
of  the  Army  who  may  be  disbanded. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  insiructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  one  or 
more  additional  military  schools. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Naval  Committee  be  instrucU 
ed  to  inquire  and  report  to  what  extent  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Lakes  can  be  reduced  consist- 
ently with  the  public  interest. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  further  in- 
structed lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
one  or  more  naval  academies. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what,  modification  of  existing  laws  are 
necessary  to  adapt  them  to  the  Sute  of  our  relation* 
with  foreign  nations. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these 
resolutions, 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  (ew  remarks 
in  respect  to  each  of  these  resolutions,  the  whole 
of  which  the  reporter  was  not  fortunate  enough 
to  hear.     They  were  of  an  explanatory  nature. 

Mr.  Inoersoll  moved  that  these  resolutions 
should  he  on  the  table.  The  consummation  of 
the  peace,  he  said,  had  not  taken  place,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  therefore,  improper  now  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  them. 

Mr.  Cannon  also  considered  them  premature. 
It  would  certainly  be  time  enough  for  the  Hou«!e 
to  act  on  them  when  they  found  the  ratification 
had  actually  taken  place.  Before  that  time,  he 
was  opposed  to  any  discussion  of  the  subjects 
embraced  in  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said,  sensible  as  he  was  of  the 
lorce  of  ihe  motive,  which  has  prompted  the  mo- 
tion, VIZ  :  the  brevity  of  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion, yet  he  considered  the  motion  entirely  prema- 
ture. As  individuals,  the  members  of  the  House 
knew  the  fact  of  a  ratification  of  a  treaty  of 
peace;  but  the  nature  of  the  treaty  was  not 
j  known,  nor  was  the  fact  officially  before  the 
I  House. 
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Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  said  he  could  not  see 
any  strong  objections  to  laying  the  resolutionson 
the  table;  though  he  could  see  no  objections  to 
acting  on  them  on  the  score  of  a  regard  to  the 
dignity  of  the  House.  Could  any  evil  grow  out 
of  an  inquiry  into  the  subject?  There  was  no 
danger  of  precipitation  in  acting  on  this  or  any 
other  subject ;  for  even  now.  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  at  this  interesting  moment,  the  House 
had  employed  two  days  in  debating  what  com- 
pensation should  be  allowed  to  the  collectors  of 
the  taxes.  True  dignity.  Mr.  G.  said,  always 
consists  in  doing  what  you  intend  to  do,  prompt- 
ly, and  with  a  good  grace. 

Mr.  Fi8K.  of  New  York,  desired  to  see  added 
to  these  resolves  another,  contemplating  provision 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  who  have 
fallen  in  the  war. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  thought  the  agitation 
of  these  questions  ought  to  be  delayed  until  the 
House  had,  from  the  proper  authority,  official  in- 
formation of  the  peace.  In  their  capacity  of 
representatives,  Mr.  R.  said,  they  knew  nothing 
of  what  had  taken  place,  whatever  they  might 
have  individually  heard.  The  treaty,  when  com- 
municated, would  probably  be  attended  with  other 
information,  properly  relative  to  the  subject,  and 
which  the  House  ought  lo  take  into  consideration. 
Mr  Hanson  said  there  could  not  be  a  doubt 
but  it  would  be  improper  to  act  on  this  subject 
till  official  information  was  received,  which  the 
House  now  had  not.  It  was  almost  a  maxim,  he 
said,  that  precipitancy  is  always  unjustifiable. 
How  did  they  know  that  the  Executive  had  made 
up  his  mind  to  ratify  the  treaty  ?  Mr.  H.  went 
on  lo  repeat  what  were  reported  to  be  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  treaty;  but,  on  tne  .suggestion  that 
this  debate  was  not  strictly  applicable  at  this 
time,  refrained  from  pursuing  the  topic.  He  said, 
however,  thai  he  thought  the  House  ought  not  to 
act  on  the  subject  as  if  it  was  pre-determined  to 
accept  the  treaty,  be  it  good  or  bad.  To  act  on 
these  resolutions  now.  would  have  an  undignified 
appearance. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
On  ihe  question  to  print  them,  there  were  for 
printing  them  57,  against  it  5S. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
were  read  a  third  time. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained by  Congress  of  the  patriotism  and  good 
conduct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  and  New  Or- 
leans, was  also  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  in  a 
feeling  manner  his  high  sense  of  the  complimen- 
tary manner  in  which  his  constituents  were  men- 
tioned in  this  resolve;  and  flattered  himself  they 
would  never  forfeit,  at  any  lime,  the  high  char- 
acter they  had  now  acquired. 

Mr.  Sharp  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker,  the  subject  those  res- 


olutions present  for  our  consideration.,  is  the 
most  interesting  occurrence  in  the  history  of  out 
country. 

The  people  of  Louisiana,  approached  by  an 
enemy  who  suspected  their  fidelity  to  their  newly- 
adopted  Government,  and  who  held  out  every  al- 
lurement that  could  be  presented  to  seduce  them 
from  the  Union,  at  this  very  moment  whilst  as- 
sailed by  the  blandishments  of  the  enemy,  with 
open  arms  they  received  their  fellow-citizens  who 
came  to  their  aid,  and,  by  voluntary  contributions, 
furnished  everything  necessary  to  their  comfort, 
while  exposed  in  the  open  field  in  defence  of  their 
city.  Yet  their  patriotism  and  humanity  are  sur- 
passed by  their  bravery.  On  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, it  was  a  company  of  Louisianians  that  pen- 
etated  the  very  centre  o{  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
made  good  their  retreat,  and  brought  off  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners.  On  the  8th  of  January,  the 
Louisianians  aided  in  defending  the  breastworks 
on  the  right,  and  when  the  enemy  got  possession 
of  one  of  our  bastions,  they  were  among  the  fore- 
most who  met  them  ;  and,  amidst  the  clash  of 
swords  and  bayonets,  grappled  with  them  on  the 
ramparts,  and  bore  them  into  the  ditch. 

If  we  compare  the  conduct  of  Louisiana  with 
any  other  part  of  the  nation— even  the  oldest  and 
best  established  in  their  political  institutions — so 
far  from  losing  anything  in  the  comparison,  it  is 
on  their  part  splendid  and  honorable,  and  must 
effectually  put  down  all  those  feelings  of  distrust 
and  jealousy  that  have  been  entertained  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  their  adoption 
into  our  Republic. 

In  another  point  of  view  this  subject  is  still 
more  interesting.  There  is.  perhaps,  no  epoch  to 
be  found  on  the  historic  page,  none  in  the  history 
of  America  in  which  we  have  been  called  upon 
to  present  the  thanks  of  the  American  people  to 
a  whole  State.  Louisiana,  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  the  Union,  composed  of  a  population  most 
of  whom  bad  tasted  of  liberty  but  yesterday;  it 
had  not  been  their  birthright,  but  such  are  the 
charms  of  liberty  to  a  people  who  have  felt  its 
blessings  and  known  its  value,  that,  on  the  ap- 
proaching of  a  foe  to  enslave  them,  the  whole 
population  of  Louisiana  are  bristling  with  the 
bayonet ;  the  old  men,  the  exempts,  are  clad  in 
mail,  and  rushing  to  meet  the  foe. 

"  If  humanity  shows  lo  the  God  of  the  world, 
A  sight  for  his  fatherly  eye. 
It  is  when  a  people,  with  banner  unfurl'd, 
Resolve  for  their  freedom  to  die." 

Such  a  spectacle  was  presented  by  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  As  we  are  ever  to  expect,  in  so  just 
a  cause,  they  received  the  benedictions  of  Heaven, 
and,  under  its  benign  influence,  aided  by  their 
fellow-citizens  in  arms,  they  not  only  triumphed 
over  but  almost  exterminated  their  enemy. 

Can  there  be  an  American,  whose  bosom  does 
not  beat  high  with  joy  to  call  Louisiana  a  legiti- 
mate daughter  of  the  Union,  and  Hail  her  citizens 
as  brothers  ? 

Is  there  any  part  of  the  American  empire  that 
could  hesitate  ever  hereafter  to  hold  Louisiana  in 
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maternil  embrace  of  the  DStioo ;  to  extend     repeatedly  discussed,  that  he  thought  it  could  be 
bher  our  cj^re  and  jirotection  ?  acted  on  more  advantageously  in  the  small  rem- 

•  «The  resoljitioDs  were  then  unanimously  passed.  I  nant  of  the  present  session  than  in  the  first  session 

•  The  resolution  ejrpressiye  of  the  high  sense  j  of  a  new  Congress,  bringing  together  individuals 
(^>  pertained  "by  Congress  of  the  merits  of  Com-  not  acquainted  with  each  others'  views,  and  not 
ife)dore  D.  J-  Patler'on.  Major  Daniel  Carmick,  I  having  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  subject  fre- 
2d  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command,  ;  quently  discussed.  Slaving  always  been  friendly 
Xire  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with  one  neg-  to  such  an  institution,  and  believing  it  as  impor- 
iMre,  (Mr.  McKee.  of  Kentucky.)  lant  in  peace  as  in  war.  he  hoped  an  experiment 

would  be  made  by  referring  this  subject  to  a  com- 
mittee, which,  whether  successful  or  not,  would 
not  consume  much  lime  of  the  House. 
Messrs.  Grosvenor,  Pickering,  and  Farrow 


i 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


^jl'he  Hnujje  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 
t'j<  from  thi'  Senattf.  '*  to  incorporate  the  sub- 


hbers  to  tho  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- i  also  advocated   the  postponement;  and   Messrs 


r.  Forsyth  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  se- 
kJcommitlfe. 

JjfT.  LowMDE3  superseded    this  motion,  by  a 
Jion  to  po;;tpone  the  hill  indtfinilely.  He  made 
tftl4  motion,  ^lot  from  any  hostility  to  a  National 


KiLBO'jRN.Fi8KofVermoni.  Calhoun,  and  Tel- 
fair, opposed  it. 

On  the  question  of  postponement,  which  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  rote  stood— yeas 
74.  nays  73,  as  follows : 

Ykas — -Messrs.    Avery,    Barbour,    Bard,    Btrnett, 


^k  wish.tjg  as  th.  genllernan  did  that  a  Na-  j  Bayl.es  of  Ma«i.chu.ett«.  Bigelow.  Boyd.  Bradbury.' 
Ufial  Bank,  should  be  established,  but  because  ,  Bngham.  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper  Craw* 
ti/)fvished  it.to  be  done  at  a  time  and  under  cir-  j  ford,  Cuihbert,  Davenport,  Desha,  Ely  Eppes,  Far- 
Ci^»«stances  Which  would  give  the  House  ability  ,  row,  Franklin,  Geddea, Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  (irosvenor 
loJ^ecide  correctly  on  the  subject.  He  believed,  i  Hale,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hendemon,  Hulbert] 
b^jaid,  and  l$e  was  wH  alone  in  that  opinion,  that  i  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken- 
|hkr|presenl  njoraent  was  a  most  unfavorable  one  '  nedy,Kent  of  New  York,  Kin^of  Maasnchusetu]  Law, 
(iojllhe  establishment  of  a  bank.  Ii  must  be  known  j  I^o'^ndes,  Macon,  i\Iarkell,  McKec,  Montgomery ,'Mose- 
\h^  long  as  the  subject  of  a  bank  had  been  agi-  ''J'  ^'dfon,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John 
i&tf^,  there  hid  been  important  differences  of  sen-  ^"*^'^'"- ^^^'^•Koane,  Rugglea,8chureman,8eybert, 
tjijjr«nt  as  to  tihe  principles  of  such  an  institution,  ^heffey,  Shipherd,  Siaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
»Rth  had  biien  suppressed  because  of  the  pres-  i  J'*"''°[;^' '^^'ocklon,  Stuart,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Troup, 
of  the  times.  Among  other  objections  to  I  *^f".  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
pg  on  thi^  subject  at  present,  he  said,  it  was  I  ..„K?i°?:  Vil-'-T:.     J?^;,  ^.'"'*™''  ^''»*"  °^  W"' 

^'triding    o«e    that    the    suspension    of   specie 

linents  byjthe  State  banks,  which  every  one 

hidered  anjevil.  would  unquestionably  be  pro- 
j^ed  by  it;  In  th.*  fragment  of  the  session 
W(  ^h  now  remains,  there  would  not  be  time  to 
ffofef  into  a  tonsider^tion  of  these  points;  and, 
ifptere  were  full  time,  the  mere  circumstance  of 
Th^oew  and  Jilmost  insuperable  difficulties  arising 
fr|po  a  new 'state  of  things  which  now  present 
tjijinselves.  oiight  to  suggest  a  reason  for  post- 


sachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

^'*T8 — .Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Bavly  of  Virginia, 
Bines.  Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Butler,  Caperton', 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Cox,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Duvall,  Earle' 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Han- 
son, Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Hungerford,  Ingersoli,  Ing- 
ham, Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyie, 
.McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,   Murfree,  Newton,  Parker,' 


SpC  ^ment.     Congress  could   not  now  establish  a  '  Person,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,   Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
it   li  ^w!^  half  so  eligible,  or  half  so  durable,  as  they  '  ^»nia.    Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robert- 

I  y  col^d  at  a  futpre  session.  .  son,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong 

■  tfr.  FoRSYt-H  said,  he  was  perfectly  aware  that    ^turges,   Tannchill,  Taylor,   Telfair,  Udree,  Wilson' 

IS  th.-.iihiprf  Af  9  Nafinrial  Ront  «,oo  „...._. 1^.1  _.;.i.  '  of  Pennsylvania.  Wood.  unH  V'an/..i, 


^fr.  FoRSYiTH  said,  be  was  perfectly  aware  that  ^'"'■«'*"*'   Tannchill,  Taylor,   Telfair,  Udree,  Wilson 
tht"^}ubjectof  a  National  Bank  was  attended  with  j  °^  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 
^^'}.i  difficulty  at  this  or  any  other  session;  but         So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
hi-j-;pinion  was,  that  this  was  the  best  time  for        Some  time  was    spent  in   Committee  of  the 
^njuempt  of  this  kind.     The  subject  had  been     Whole  on  the  bill  respecting  the  compensation  of 
s-).^,i.ch  discussed,  that  he  apprehended  every  j  collectors  of  taxes,  «tc.,  and  some  material  amend- 
g^e^^leraan  W8-5  prepared  to  decide  on  it  without  1  ments  having  been  moved  to  its  details   it  was 
i^i^h   further,  discussion.     It   was  from  a  hope  '  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 

t  \Ci  all   sides  of  the  House  could  now  come  to  j      The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  Com- 
soiie  understainding,  and  agree  on    the  establish-  '  mittee  on  the  bill  respecting  post  offices 
n^tjc  of  such  i/iu  institution  as  should  l-e  not  only  1 
v(i^able  to  tht  United  States,  but  satisfactory  to 
ail  rariies,  thai  he  had  now  moved  to  commit  the 
hjiii  which  b<i  hoped  would  not  be  indefinitely 
pvi^ioned.       i 

r.  GastoK  conceived    there  would    be  less 

uUy  in  acting  on  this  subject  at  the  present 


d,-fl 

sti).-: 
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Saturday.  February  18. 
Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  al- 
low a  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and 

.ha„  wa.>„.,.,pa,ed  V  .he  .enlle^aa  I  rd'^lS^-.^T'J^r;/  S":^:t:ii:^^ 
The  subject  has  been  so  |  lion  thereof  .o  any  foreign  port  or  place,"  w,\houl 


South  Carolina. 
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amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  E..  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Frazer,  and  the 
representatives  of  Charles  Eccleston  ;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  E.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Bennett,  of  the  State  of  New  York  ; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Coramiitee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Culpeper  submitted  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table : 

It  being  a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent,  in  a  time  of 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly  to  ac- 
knowledge our  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and  to 
implore  his  aid  and  protection  ;  and,  in  times  of  deliv- 
eranci;  and  prosperity,  to  manifest  our  deep  and  undis- 
■embled  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  Sovereign  of  the 
Universe  :  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreientativea 
of  the  I'nitea  Hiatea  of  America,  in  Conf^tKS  assem- 
bled.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  request  that 
he  recommend  a  day  of  thanfutrivin^,  to  l>e  observed 
by  the  i>eopIe  of  the  L'nited  States  with  religious  so- 
lemnity, and  the  oiTering  of  devout  acknowledgments 
to  God  for  his  mercies,  and  in  prayer  for  the  continu- 
ance of  his  blessings. 

An  engrossed  bill  granting  a  donation  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  Anthony 
Shane,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hal- 
lowell  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  authorize  a  donation 
of  land  to  persons  employed  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  enemy,  who  shall  come  within  the 
United  States  and  claim  the  protection  of  the 
Government  thereof,  and  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
Slates  by  authorizing  the  President  to  augment 
the  Military  Establishment,  be  postponed  inde- 
finitely. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  coo- 
duct  with  which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of 
the  United  States  has  been  sustained  by  Major 
General  Jackson,  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Sands.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimrao,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  and  read  a  ihtrd  time,  and 
passed  accordingly. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  for  the  re- 


lief of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell."  And 
they  have  passed  a  bill  "to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  militia  ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence  of  this  House. 

NATIONAL  OBSERVATORY. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  second  instant,  the  petition  of 
William  Lambert,  and  other  documents  relating 
to  the  establishment  of  a  first  meridian  for  the 
United  States,  made  a  report  ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  amend- 
ed, and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  reasons  detailed  in  the  said  reports  ap- 
pearing to  be  well  founded,  your  committee  have  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  their  full  assent  to  them.  It  w 
aUo  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  memorialist  ought  to  be  carried  into 
complete  effect,  whenever  attention  to  objects  of  a 
pressing  nature  and  more  immediate  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  our  country  will  permit,  by  the  erection  of  a 
national  observatory,  nnd  providing  suitable  instru- 
ments and  apparatus  at  the  public  expense,  to  enable 
skilful  persons  to  determine  the  places  of  the  moon, 
planets,  and  other  heavenly  bodies  with  sufficient  ac- 
curacy, by  repeated  and  careful  observations  of  the 
times  of  their  transit  over  the  meridian  of  the  place. 

It  further  appears  that  the  memorialist  has  made 
calculations,  in  addition  to  those  presented  to  this 
House  in  the  month  of  December,  1809,  from  data  af- 
forded by  the  occultations  of  two  fixed  stars  by  the 
moon,  which  happened  in  January,  1793,  and  Janu- 
ary, 1813;  also,  from  the  external  and  internal  con- 
tacts of  the  sun  and  moon,  in  an  annular  solar  echpse 
on  the  17th  of  September,  1811,  which  have  all  been 
referred  to  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington; 
and  that  the  mean  result  of  the  longitude  is  found  to 
be  nearly  76°  55'  45",  or  five  hours  seven  minutes  and 
forty -three  seconds  in  time  west  of  Greenwich  observa- 
tory, in  England. 

It  has  been  represented  that  astronomical  calcula- 
tions subsequent  to  the  close  of  the  year  1812,  can  be 
depended  upon  with  greater  assurance  of  the  accuracy 
of  their  results  than  before  that  period,  in  consequence 
of  the  publication  and  introduction  into  use  of  im- 
proved solar  and  lunar  tables,  constructed  bv  M.  dc 
Lambre,  of  Paris,  in  France,  and  introduction  into 
use  of  improved  solar  and  lunar  tables,  constructed  by 
M.  de  Lambre,  of  Paris,  in  France,  and  M.  Burg,  of 
Vienna,  in  Germany.  This  circumstance  will  suggest 
the  propriety  of  authorizing  additional  experimenu  to 
be  made,  by  approved  methods  of  compuution,  to  test 
the  accuracy  of  the  result  found  by  William  Lambert. 
Under  this  impression,  the  committee  submit  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  Thai  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  such  further  observations  to  be 
made  by  competent  persons  residing  at  the  seat  of  the 
National  Government  as  may  be  deemed  most  proper 
to  determine  the  longitude  ot  the  Capitol,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  with  the  greatest  practicable  degree  of 
exactness,  and  that  the  data,  with  abstracts  of  the  cal- 
culations, and  the  resulu  founded  thereon,  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  at  their  next  session. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the 
discussion  of  the  bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory;  several 
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^opositiony  to  ameod  and  postpone  it  were  re- 

Ccied,  but,  before  getting   through   the  bill,  the 
ilCouse  adjourned. 


i 


MoNDi»Y.  February  20. 


4Mr.  WRiiiHT  presented  a  petition  of  William 
ytiornton.  ^uperiniendent  of  the  Patent  Office, 

iftaying  for'an  increase  of  compensation,  and  that 
iters  and  ooramunications  to  and  from  that  office 
ray  not  be-charged  with  postage. 
UOrdered,\  T\\dl  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
t^  Committee  of  CJairas. 

\$Ar.  Ingi-rsoll,   from  the  Committee  on  the 
liciary,  Reported  a    bill  supplementary   to   an 
,  entiilect  "  An  a<:t  for  the  better  organization 
^;  the  Courts  of  the  United   States  within  the 
SpBte  of  New  York  ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
(<|3ered  to  [>e  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
» Y^norrow. 
jMr-  BowiN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
nil   Ilevohiiionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  con- 
Jrning  invalid  pensioners;  which  was  read  twice. 
V»-*l  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
^The  bill  ifrom  the  Senate,  "to  authorize  the 
J  itlement  awd  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the 
^jvices  of  {he  militia,"  was  read   the  first  time, 
.a|^,  on  motion,  the  taid  bill  was  read  the  second 
i»*e,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
,i^ans.  ; 

•  gfhe  Houie  resunjed  the  consideration  of  the 
\\  declaratijry  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature 
o^lhe  Territory  of  Illinois:  whereupon,  the  bill 
¥^i  ordered  no  lie  on  the  table. 

^in  engro-jsed  bill  lo  alter  and  establish  certain 
■p,^  roads  wps  read  the  third  time,  an  I  passed. 

»'4n  engros):ed  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of  Jo.hua  Sands 
vfw.  read  thb  third  time,  and  passed. 

JJ'he  order'of  the  day  on  Mr.  Rich's  resolution 
Jl; classify i,Sg  persoiis  liable  to  the  direct  tax, 
•a  »4  allowing  them  to  furnish  soldiers  in  lieu  of 
A^  .same,  w«as,  on  motion  of  its  author,  indefi- 
Jj"fly  postpgoed. 

;  J>  inessagw  was  received  from  the  President  of 
Jhf^  United  -States,  transmitting  copies  of  the 
gYfaty  of  Pt-ace  and  Amity  between  the  United 
^Wles  and  His  Brit|innic  Majesty,  which  was 
>i^'  fed  by  ih^  Commissioners  of  both  parties  at 
Uh^nt,  on  tht  24th  December,  1814,  and  the  rati- 
fitJ'ons  of  v^hich  have  been  duly  exchan<Ted.— 
\\^  Message  was  read,  and  5.000  copies  of  the 
Mjfisage  and  Treaty  ordered  to  be  printed.  [See 
f>*tate  proceedings,  ante,  p.  255,  for  the  Message.] 
.  jf  me<sage^rom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
jn  Jthe  Sen^ite  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  amend 

li^^''  7^'*'*^^  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
jei|,jnues  for, defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern-  ' 
n)*«t,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
direct  ^ax  upou  the  United  States,  and  to  ' 
de  for  jyisessing  and  collecting  the  same ;'' 
&Q|  the  act,  .entitled   "An  act  to  provide  addi 


allowed  to  the  Serj^nt-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  ;" 
in  which  amendments  and  bill  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 


t 


itaJJa 

jrfvic 


MILITARY  AND  CREEK  LANDS. 

Mr.  Harris  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Ketolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  with  provigioni  for  having 
the  boundary  lines  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Creek  Treaty,  recently  ratified,  run  and 
marked,  and  having  the  same  laid  otf  into  sections  and 
quarter-sections,  preparatory  to  the  sale  thereof,  and 
for  making  an  appropriation  for  defraying  the  expenses 
incident  thereto. 

Mr.  Hu.MPHREYs  remarked,  that  there  was  al- 
ready in  existence  a  general  law  authorizing  the 
laymg  off  of  lands,  dec.,  and  that  so  much  of  this 
resolve  as  embraced  that  object  was  unnecessary  ; 
an  appropriation  of  money  only  was  necessary  to 
enable  the  President  to  carry  the  law  into  effect. 
I  Mr.  Harrls  said,  that. although  there  might  be 
I  such  a  law  as  his  colleague  had  described,  it  was 
!  proper  that  the  land  in  question  should  be  imme- 
diately laid  off;  and  used  a  number  of  arguments 
lo  show  that  the  people  of  Tennessee,  who  had 
conquered  these  lands  for  the  United  Stales, 
should,  as  soon  as  possible,  have  access  to  the  wa- 
ters of  Mobile,  which  could  only  be  obtained  by 
a  sale  and  settlement  of  the  lands  recently  ac- 
quired, &,c. 

Mr.  .McKee  said,  that,  as  soon  as  the  treaty  with 
the  Indians  was  proclaimed,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  had  turned  their  attention  to  this 
subject,  and,  on  examination,  had  found  that  no 
legal  provision  was  necessary  to  the  laying  off 
and  surveying  of  these  lands,  and  tbat  an  appro- 
priation of  money  only  was  necessary  for  the 
purpose.  In  answer  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  on  the 
subject,  Mr.  McK.  said  he  had  been  informed  it 
was  first  necessary  that  the  boundaries  of  the  In- 
dian lands,  and  those  of  the  United  States,  should 
be  first  surveyed  and  marked,  before  the  lands 
were  laid  off.  To  enable  the  Government  to  pro- 
ceed in  It.  an  appropriation  of  money  only  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  HcMPHREYa  said,  that,  as  respected  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Creek  territory,  it  was  important 
not  only  to  the  people  of  Tennessee,  but  lo  the 
United  States,  m  order  to  facilitate  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Louisiana, 
and  to  give  security  to  the  frontier,  and  cut  off 
the  influence  of  the  Spanish  Government  and 
tSritish  traders  over  that  country.  But  as  noth- 
ing more  than  an  appropriation  for  the  expenses 
ol  survey  was  nece.>,sary  to  that  object,  he  moved 
to  amend  Mr.  Harris's  motion,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  and  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  of  money  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  surveying    and    laying   off  the    military 


t,oJal  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Go-    „^„         .  -■     •  . 

veilLment,  anfl  maintaining  the  public  credit   bv    ^^?**i''     i  ""'■7-^'"»   ""^   'apng  off  the    military 
l».\Jog  duties  ^n  household  furniture,  and  on  gold     I^H.In     ,     ,u  ",*?  '.*»« >"J«  '»'^'y  "d«"d  by  the  Creek 
%nl^ilver  wajches,"  with  amendments ;  and  they  I  j"^'!!!   •'  'i'-^-K""'.^  ^'*'.^*'  ''^  '^.'  "^^^^'^  ^^  ^°'» 
p  passed  abilL  "iricreasing  the  compensation 


%n 

Ua 


Jackson,  in  order  to  the  settlement  thereof  by  the  citi- 
lens  of  the  United  Sutes. 
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This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Harris.    He  | 
contended  for  the  propriety  of  a  special  law  on  j 
the  subject,  which  should  define  the  duty  of  the  | 
Executive,  in  this  respect,  beyond  doubt.     The  | 
President  now  possessed  authority  to  act  on  the 
subject,  it  was  true,  but  he  might  not  conceive  the 
law  obligatory  as  to  these  lands,  unless  Congre.ss 
gave  special  direction  in  regard  to  ihein.     The 
importance  of  the  object  was  such,  that  lie  was  not 
willing  to  leave  anything  to  construction  or  un- 
certainty. 

Mr.  McKee  again  contended  that  no  further 
provision  than  an  appropriation  was  necessary, 
unless  it  was  intended  to  impose  a  penally  on  the 
Executive  for  a  failure  lo  exercise  the  authority 
in  this  respect  vested  in  him  by  a  general  law. 

Mr.  HiMPHHEYs'  amendment  prevailed;  and, 
as  amended,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WIDOW  OF  ELBRIDGE  GERRY. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  called  for  by 
Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  "authorizing  payment  lo  the  widow  of 
Elbridge  Gerry,  late  Vice  President  of  the  United  ' 
States,  of  such  salary  as  would  have  been  paya- 
able  to  him  during  the  remainder  of  his  terra  of 
service,  had  he  so  long  lived," 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Eppe.s,  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof  indefinitely. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  in  which 
Messr*.  Eppes,  Ca.nnon.  Potter.  Taylor,  Gros- 
VENOR,  Sheffey,  and  Pickering,  advocated  the 
postponement;  and  Messrs.  Fisk  of  New  York, 
McKiM,  F'isK  of  Vermont,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
HuLBERT,  Wright,  and  Oakley,  opposed  it. 

The  debate  was  one  of  some  interest.  The 
general  principle  asserted  by  lho<.e  opposed  to  the 
bill,  was  the  impropriety  of  setting  a  precedent  of 
pensions  for  civil  services,  which  would  entail  on 
the  United  States  the  evils  so  grievously  felt  in 
despotic  Governments,  from  the  same  source. 
The  bill  was  advocated  on  the  ground  of  respect 
for  the  services  of  the  deceased  patriot  and  public 
servant,  whose  family  was  by  his  decease  placed 
in  a  state  of  absolute  dependence. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  at  length 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — for  postponement  86, 
against  it  44,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  Barnett, 
Brown,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clen- 
denin,  Cloptonr  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Desha,  Du- 
vall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Glasgow,  Goldsbcrough,  Goodwyn,  Grosvcnor,  Hale, 
Hall,  Hams,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerford,  Irwin.  Kennedy.  Kilbourn,  King  of  .Massachu- 
■etts.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lyie,  Macon,  Markell.  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moseley.  Nelson,  Ormsby.  Pearson,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, Rich.  Sage,  Schureraan,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree, 
Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Winter, 
and  Yancey. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alexander,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
aachusells,  Bigelow,  Bines,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham, 


Cox,  Creighton,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Gourdin,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jarkson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kershaw,  McKim.  Moore,  Murfree, 
Oakley,  Parker,  Pleasants,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robert- 
son, Sevier,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn..  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Thompson,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed — in  other 
words,  rejected. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  occupied  on 
Mr.  Kilbocrn's  bill  to  provide,  by  encouraging 
actual  settlement,  for  the  protectioti  of  the  North- 
western frontier;  which  was,  in  the  end,  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Tuesday,  February  21. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '"An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  lo  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same  ;"  and,  'the  act.  entitled  An  act  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furni- 
ture, and  on  gold  and  silver  watches ;"  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House  to  the  ''  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans;"  except  so  much  thereof 
as  strikes  out  the  word  "immediate,"  in  the  third 
line  of  the  first  resolution. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
sage: Whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  that  this  House 
insist  on  that  part  of  their  amendment  to  the 
resolutions  aforesaid,  to  which  the  Senate  have 
di.^agreed. 

Ordered.  That  the  Clerk  do  acquaint  the  Sen- 
ate therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
I  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
I  service  of  the  year  1815,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
They  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  that  part  of 
the  amendment  of  this  House  to  the  "•resolutions 
expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 
General  Jackson  and  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,"  to  Which  they  disa- 
greed, and  which  have  been  insisted  upon  by 
this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  ''  to  authorize  the 
issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1815,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported sundry  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
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^5itertaine<^   by  Ccfagress  of  the  gallantry  and 

|pod  coad|ict.  wittf  which  the  reputation  of  the 

^ms  of  i\y^  United   States  have   been   sustained 

firing    ihf   laie  wjjf  by  certain   oflScers  therein 

'^nied — (^cludins;    many   militia   officers,  and 

fj-veral  tiejd  officerj;  who  have  fallen  in  the  ser- 
vice.)    The  resolutions  were  twice  read,  and  re- 
frred  to  i{ie  same  committee,  to  whom   resolu- 
jioos  of  a  :similar   character,    reported    by   that 
ji^ramittee- have  been  referred. 
^  The  bill|supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  bet- 
f^'r  organizftion  of  t^e  courts  of  the  United  States 
rilhin  the|State  of  New  York,  was  read  a  third 
Tme,  passejl,  and  sehi  to  the  Senate. 
J  The  bilhfrom  thj,  Senate  to  increase  the  com- 
'  .ensaiion  ci'  the  Setgeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate, 

('as  twice  read,  and  committed. 
The  Ho*ise  proci?eded  to  the  consideration  of 
le  bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legis- 
,  Jure  of  Illinois  Ttrritory,  which,  after  the  prop- 
I  tjiiion  ot'  cither  amendments  thereto,  was  ordered 
•^  lie  on  tKe  table,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
jr  to-morrjw. 

■The  bill  fixing  the  compensation,  dec,  of  col- 
iicfors  of  fche  direct,  tax  and  internal  duties,  was 
urther  debated  anj  amended,  and  then  ordered 
j).be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

DAY  OF  THANKSGIVING. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cdlpeper.  the  House  pro- 
i?eded  to  tf^e  consideration  of  the  resolution  sub- 
1  -itled  by  tim  a  day  or  two  ago,  which  is  in  the 
1  allowing  ^i'ords  : 


tioni  of  the  Creeks ;  for  which  they  eoneerve  repara- 
tion is  due  to  tlie  sufferera  out  of  the  lands  which  have 
been  ceded  by  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  that 
nation  of  Indians  to  the  United  States,  and  pray  that 
a  board  of  commiMioners  may  be  instituted  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  such  losses,  and  with  a  view 
to  such  reparation. 

Your  committee  have  no  doubt  that  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try are  great,  and  that  their  sutferings  have  been  se- 
vere;  but,  conceiving  that  other  cases  may  furnish 
claims  to  reparation,  they  are  of  opinion  that  any  pro- 
ceeding on  the  subject  should  not  be  partial  in  it*  ob- 
ject or  effect.  Abstaining  from  all  remarks  as  to  the 
important  and  extensive  principle  which  this  subject 
involves,  your  committee  believe  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  ascertain,  without  unnecessary  delay,  all 
such  losses,  whether  from  English  or  Indian  depreda- 
tions, as  may  hereafter  claim  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress, when  the  general  question  of  indemnity  may 
come  before  them  ;  and  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  and 
also  with  due  regard  to  the  particular  case  presented 
by  the  memorialisU,  they  offer  the  following  resolution 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House: 

Resolred,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stat«s 
be  requested  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  conve- 
nient for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  satisfactory  evidence 
of  all  losses  of  property  which  have  been  sustained  in 
consequence  of  the  depredations  of  the  Brituh  or  In- 
dians, or  of  the  troops  of  the  United  Stales,  during 
'  the  late  war;  and  that  the  memorial  above  considered 
be  transmitted  to  him  for  his  information  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  it  relates. 


J 


^.  ,      On  the  question  of  concurrence  in  said  resolu- 

i  It  being  .a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  ti»u  of  \  tion.  a  desultory  debate  took  place,  which  ended 
Ibhc  caUr^ity  and  ivar,  humbly  and  devoutly  to  I  in  laying  the  report  on  the  table— the  principal 
^n^?I  ""'w  '^'!i'^",  ?  ^//««>fA/y  GW,  and  '  argument  for  this  course  being  the  propriety  o/so 
xmplort  hu>  aid  and  protection  .■  and  in  times  of  i  amending   it  as  to   limit   it  to  denredation-.  con- 

r  Resolved'  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen-  f '""'?,^'^  discussion  and  settlement  between  the 
iiva,  of  tk.  Lited  States  of  America  in  CongrTss  I  ''"'  Governments. 


! 


^•^mOied,  That  a  jcint  committee  of  both  Houses 
^♦it  upon  tire  President  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
i|)est  that  he:  recommend  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  to  be 
|;j*erved  by  ihe  people  of  the  United  States  with  reli- 
J.^us  solemnity  and  the  offering  of  devout  acknowl- 
jj^menu  to;God  for  ^is  mercies,  and  in  prayers  to 
lyio  for  a  co(iiinuancft  of  his  blessings." 
;^;0n  motif)n  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  resolution  was 
upended  iji  its  preamble,  by  striking  out  the 
^rds  in  Italic,  andthus  amended,  the  resolution 
\  yis,  after  some  conversation  as  to  the  preamble, 
(it^ered  to  l^e  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  ;  and. 
I|;ing  accorJingly  subsequently  read  a  third  time; 
^fs  orderet^  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
I,  ijconsidi'r  jind  report  thereon. 

JBRITISH)  AND  INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS. 
^Ir.  Lattlmore,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
\  (>s  referred,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  the  memorial  of 
tp  Legislature  of  tUe  Mississippi  Territory,  rei- 
ve   to    Ir.Klian    depredations,  made    a    report- 
ich  was  ^ead,  as  follows:  ' 

he  memcjS-iiiiisU  state,  that,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
t|l  above-meJitioneJ  Territory,  great  lossei  have  been 
^itained  irosi  the  wajilon  and  unwarranted  depreda- 


Wednesday,  February  22. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  from 
this  House  with  the  following  titles:  "An  act  for 
the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  Indi- 
ana;" and  'An  act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purcha.se  of  lands  to  certain  settlers 
in  the  Indiana  Territory."  with  amendments. 
And  they  have  pa>,sed  bills  of  the  follovring 
titles:  "An  act  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Ed- 
ward Martin  from  imprisonment  ;" "An  act  for 
the  better  temporary  accommodation  of  the  two 
Houses  ot  Congress;"  and  "An  act  to  repeal  cer- 
tain acts  therein  mentioned  ;"  in  which  amend- 
raents  and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
Hou.se. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Sprie^;  which  fussed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill   for  the  relief  of  James 
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Savage  and  oiher.s.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  I  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  not  exceeding 
House  and  ordered  to  be  engro>sed,  and  read  the  i  in  the  whole  ten  thousand  men.  as  the  President 
third  time  to-morrow.  |  shall  think  proper;  the  corps  of  engineers  to  be 

Mr.  McKee.  of  Kentucky,  reported  a  bill  au-  retained.  The  general  officers  to  consist  of  two 
tborizing  the  sale  of  lands  which  may  hereafter  Major  Generals  and  four  Brigadier  Generals, 
be  forfeited  within  the  Jefferson  Land  District  at  i  The  President  to  cause  selections  to  be  made  of 
the  land  office  for  said  district  (merely  declar-  I  officers  from  the  existing  force,  and  to  cause  the 
ing  the  place  where  such  sales  shall  take  place.)  I  supernumerary  officers  to  be  discharged  as  soon 
The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 1  as  circumstances  shall  permit.     Three   months 


grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  act  to  fix  the  compensation  and  increase  , 
the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  ] 
tax,  dtc..  and  for  other  purposes  connected  there- 
with, was  announced  for  a  third  reading.  On 
Boolion  of  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  supported  by  , 
Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  the  bill  was  recommit-  | 
ted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  < 

The  order   of  the   day  on   the   bill  from  the  \ 
Senate  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  one  or  more  floating  i 
batteries  for  the  defence  of  the   waters  of  the 
United  States,  was  indefinitely  postponed.  | 

The  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  A.  B. 
Ross  from  his  imprisonment  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
eneroised  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  final  I 
adjustment  of  land  titles  m  the  State  of  Louisiana  1 
and  Territory  of  Missouri,  passed  through  a  Com-  i 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third   reading;   as  also  did  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Bennett,  of  the  Slate 
of  New  York. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Frazer,  and 
the  representatives  of  Charles  Eccleslon.  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "concerning  the 
field  officers  of  tlie  militia,''  was  postponed  indefi- 
Dttelr. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  Eppes.  t'rom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  recoramendin?  an  agree- 
ment to  the  amendmenu  of  the  Senate  to  the 
Treasury  note  bill. 

The  bill,  as  it  went  from  this  House,  provided 
that  those  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  bearing  no 
interest  should  be  fundable  at  eight  per  cent., 
and  those  bearin?  interest  at  seven  per  cent.  The 
Senate  propose  to  amend  the  bill  so  a?  that  the 
notes  bearing  no  interest  shall  be  fundable  at 
seven  per  cent.,  and  tliose  bearing  interest  shall 
be  fundable  at  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  E.  said,  that,  as  the  state  of  war  had  ceased 
since  the  bill  passed  this  House,  and  the  slate  of 
peace  would  probably  appreciate  the  value  of 
the  public  securities,  ii  was  supposed  the  interest 
proposed  by  the  Senate  would  be  sufficient. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Thodp,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  Stales. 

[The  bill  provides  that  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  shall  consist  of  such  proportions 


pay  to  be  given  to  each  officer,  dtc  so  honorably 
discharged,  and,  in  addition,  to  each  officer  a  do- 
nation of  land  ;  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres 
to  a  Major  General,  dec;  six  hundred  and  forty  to 
a  Captain,  four  hundred  and  eighty  to  a  subal- 
tern. To  each  private,  also,  an  additional  dona- 
tion of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  pro- 
vided the  whole  quantity  of  land  such  private 
receives  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  bill  also  proposes  to  regulate 
the  future  organization  of  the  Army.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

ESTIMATED  REVENUE. 

Mr.  Eppes  laid  on  the  table  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury: 

Tbkasurt  DErABTMEJTT,  Feb.  20,  1815. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  15lh  instant,  which,  in  conae- 
quencc  of  the  termination  of  the  war,  requests,  in  be- 
half of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  "a  view  of 
the  probable  receipts  from  imports  and  tonnage  during 
the  year  1 8 1  ."i,  and  any  other  information  that  may  ena- 
ble the  committee  to  decide  on  the  measures  necessary 
to  meet  the  unexpected  and  fortunate  change  which 
peace  must  produce  in  the  resources  of  the  United 
States."  It  has  hitherto  been  my  arduous  and  painful 
employment,  to  suggest  to  your  consideration  meas- 
ures for  relieving  the  embarrassments  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  view  to  the  expenditures  of  a  protracted  war ; 
and  you  will  readily  believe  that,  on  every  account, 
personal  as  well  as  public,  I  join  you  most  sincerely  in 
rejoicing  at  an  event  which  brings  with  it  an  immedi- 
ate alleviation  of  the  preasure  upon  the  Department,  a> 
well  as  a  general  assurance  of  national  honor  and  pros- 
perity. 

The  objecU  which  claimed  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee in  my  former  communication,  were,  Ist.  The 
state  of  the  public  credit ;  2d.  The  state  of  the  circu- 
lating medium ;  and,  3d.  The  ways  and  means  to  de- 
fray the  various  expenses  of  the  Government. 

1.  The  public  credit  was  depressed  during  the  war, 
owing  to  several  causes  that  must  now  cease  to  oper- 
ate. All  the  circumstances,  internal  and  external, 
which  were  calculated  to  excite  doubt  as  to  the  dura- 
tion, or  as  to  the  issue  of  the  contest,  in  the  minds  of 
the  cautious  and  the  timid,  have  pasaed  away,  and,  in 
their  place,  the  proofs  of  confidence  begin  already  to 
appear,  with  practical  advantage.  While  it  was  doubt- 
ful to  what  extent  the  public  exigencies  would  require 
the  aid  of  loans,  those  persons  who  retained  the  means 
of  lending  either  feared,  or  affected  to  fear,  the  eventual 
security  of  the  Government ;  and  even  the  exemplary 
display  of  the  national  resources,  which  has  been  made 
during  the  preaent  session  of  Congress,  for  the  beriefit 
of  the  public  creditors,  was  curUiJed  of  its  natural  ef- 
fect in  the  resusciution  of  public  credit,  by  the  coun- 
tervailing influence  of  causes  which  it  is  unnecessary 
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^  ipecify.   jBat  wheji  the  whole  amoant  of  the  public 
■^\y{.  incurr«il  during  ihe  war  is  fixed  and  ascertained  ; 
i^ben  it  is  k]iown  th»t  ample  provision  is  made  lor  the 
'*'0nctual  pavment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the  gradual 
'^tinguisbnlent  of  th^  principal  of  the  debt ;  and  Tvhen, 
J)ove  all,  it  Is  seen  th'At  Congress  is  inflexible  in  its  ad- 
Jjrence  to  "the    faith,  and    policy   of  the   Legislative 
j|edges,  the  jmblic  credit  of  the  United  States  will  stand 
jpon  a  basisUhe  most  durable  and  the  most  honorable. 
i  'Z.    The  difficulties  of  the  national  circulating  me- 
^m  remair  ,  however,  to  be  encountered,  under  cir- 
■'imstances    which   tl^e    Government    cannot    control, 
the  eflfects  i^f  the  pe!»cc  will  certainly  restore  a  metal- 
jp  medium;  but,  uniil   that  result   be  produced,  the 
•  ly  resourcv  for  all  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the 
reasury,  asjwcll  as  qf  individuals,  will  be  the  issue  of 
.-casury  nolcs,  and  ijie  notes  of  the  State  banks.     If, 
eed,  the  ^jtate  baaks  were  soon  to  resume  their  pay- 
nts  in  spn"cie  ;  or  if  they  were  again  to  give  credit 
_  J  circulation  to  the  notes  of  each  other  throughout 
f^  United  States;  ajid   if  they  were,   moreover,  able 
rf^d    willing   to  accommodate  the  fiscal   views  of  the 
SM>vemment;  (which  I  do  not  permit  myself  for  a  mo- 
icnt  to  dou^t,)  a  total  dependence  upon  those  institu- 
^vns,  howevrr  impolitic  in  the  abstract,  would  be  prac- 
A'ally  safe  ajid  beneficial.     But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
Ae  notes  of  ihe  State  banks  shall  continue  limited,  in 
r*vCulation  acid  use,  to  the  city,  the  town,  or  the  State, 
tj  which  theV  are  issued,  it  must  be  obvious  that  they 
t^iinot  answer  the  purposes  of  a  national  medium  ;  and 
q|«t  the  receipt  of  mch  notes,  in  payments  for  duties 
<f  import,  or;  national,  duties,  will  convert  the  public 
j<|«enue,  whuh  is  destined  for  general  uses  abroad  as 
as  at  home,  into  a  local  fund,  that  may  not  be 
ited  wherp  it  exist*,  and  cannot  be  applied  where 
If  18  wanted.     It  is,  novertheless,  in  the  power  of  Con- 
(.<fu  to  obviate,   in  a  considerable  degree,  this  diffi- 
c  ijty,  by  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  rate 
0    exchange.  Upon  the  transfer  of  its  revenue,  from  the 
J.  ices  of  oolL-ction  aI^d  deposite   to   the   places  of  de- 
i  >nd  and  eri|ployment ;  and  I  respectfully  recommend 
t  f  expedient  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee 
ii  jWays  and' Means. 

J  The  alltrnntive,  or  concurrent  resource  of  Treasury 
tes,  tor  a  r?ational  circulating  medium,  has,  on  other 
casions,  btrn  considered.  'l"he  security  of  the  Gov- 
timent  muss  always,  upon  every  reasonable  and  can- 
J  estimate,  ibe  deemud  superior  to  the  security  of  any 
nivate  corporation  ;  aad  so  far  as  Treasury  notes  bear 
fri  interest,  ^d  are  receivable  in  the  payment  of  du- 
and  taiei,  they  are  evidently  more  valuable  than 
k  note*,  Yhich  do  not  possess  those  characteristics. 
^4t  the  machinery  of  a  bank  is  calculated  to  give  an 
i|.pulse  and  tlirection  to  its  issues  of  paper  which  can 
i|.':  be  imparled  by  tho  forms  of  the  Treasury,  or  an] 
i|erely  ofllcii^l  institution,  to  the  paper  of  the  Govern 
i^ent.  In  th»-  operations  of  a  bank,  too,  the  facilities 
(M  bank  credjt  supply  the  place,  in  a  very  important 
i»,jree,  ot  thj-  issues  of  notes;  so  that  a  bank  loan  of 
t^jrty  millioiy  of  dollars,  for  instance,  would,  probably, 
i^mte  no  gryater  issu^  than  six  millions  of  dollars  in 
T'^lej.  Uii  tSc  conirarv,  the  whotfc  amount  of  whatever 
Qi  IS  to  be  ,laified  by  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  must 
actually  sent,  in  the  form  of  Treasury  notes,  into  the 
rket,  through  the  various  channels  of  credit  or  de- 
nd.  It  is,;.however.  to  be  admitted,  that  an  issue  of 
easury  not^s  not  greatly  exceeding  in  amount  the 
liimand  cr.'at«d  for  thpm  by  the  duties  and  Uxes,  for 
ii^jch  they  a^e  receivable,  c'an  be  annually  sustunad; 
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but  if  the  amount  exceed*,  or  even  equals,  the  amount 
of  that  demand,  the  revenue  will  generally  be  absorbed 
by  the  notes  before  it  reaches  the  Treasury.  The  holder 
of  the  Treasury  notes  being  thus  paid  in  preference, 
and  often  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  public  cred- 
itor, and  the  other  branches  of  the  public  service  being 
thus  deprived  of  the  contemplated  means  for  their  su{>- 
port. 

It  is  proper  here  to  observe,  that  the  actual  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  on  this  day,  (including  those  due  and 
unpaid,  those  which  are  daily  becoming  due,  and  those 
which  have  been  ordered,  but  are  not  yet  signed,) 
amounte  to  the  sum  of  $1S,G37,436  80,  and  the  amount 
will  be  constantly  augmenting.  If,  therefore,  tho  rev- 
enue for  the  year  1815,  enriched  by  the  duty  on  im- 
ports, and  by  the  other  beneficial  elfects  of  the  peace, 
should  amount  to  $20,000,000,  it  is  still  evident  that 
the  whole  of  the  revenue  might  be  expended  in  the 
single  purpose  of  paying  the  Treasury  note  debt;  leav- 
ing every  other  object  of  the  Government  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  loans,  or  by  new  issues  of  Treasury  notes. 

Having  suggested  the  difl^iculty  and  the  danger,  I 
cannot  presume  to  dwell  upon  any  expedient  for  re- 
lief, which  Congress  has  already  refused  to  adopt ;  but 
I  take  the  liberty,  with  deference  and  respect,  to  renew 
the  recommendation  of  the  plan  that  was  submitted  to 
your  consideration  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  January 
last,  under  the  belief  that,  considering  the  outstanding 
amount  of  Treasury  notes,  any  new  issue  should  be 
made  to  rest  upon  a  basis  that  will  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  employ  It,  both  as  a  circulating  medium,  and 
as  the  means  of  raising  money  in  aid  of  the  revenue. 
How  far  a  power,  given  to  fund  the  Treasury  notes 
upon  an  advanced  interest,  or  to  pass  them  in  payment 
of  taxes  and  duties,  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purpoaea 
contemplated,  without  providing  other  means  of  pay- 
ment by  regular  instalmenU,  I  must  submit  to  ^the 
judgment  of  the  committee. 

3.  The  ways  and  means  to  defray  the  various  ex- 
penses of  Government  for  1815,  will  consist  of  therer- 
enue  which  will  be  actually  received  at  the  Treasury 
during  that  year.  It  is  not  intended,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  take  into  view  iho  balances  due  upon  the  appropri- 
ations of  prec4;ding  years;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
take  into  view  the  revenue  which  will  accrue  in  the 
present  year,  but  which  will  not  be  payable  until  the 
year  1816. 

The  direct  amelioration  of  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, in  consequence  of  the  peace,  applies  principally  to 
the  item  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.  The 
effect,  however,  must  be  confined,  with  immaterial  ex- 
ceptions, for  1815,  to  two-thirds,  or  the  eight  conclud- 
ing months  of  the  year.  The  West  India  trade  will 
produce  little,  and  the  European  trade  nothing,  by 
way  of  revenue,  before  the  first  of  May  next.  Some 
outstanding  adventures  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
will  hardly  be  brought  home,  upon  the  intelligence  of 
peace,  before  the  present  year  has  expired.  Consider- 
ing, therefore,  that  a  credit  of  eight,  ten,  and  twelve 
months,  is  allowed  for  the  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported from  Europe,  and  that  a  credit  of  three  and  six 
months  is  allowed  for  the  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported from  Ihe  West  Indies,  it  is  evident,  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  amount  accruing  on  merchandise  ira- 
ported  from  Europe  for  the  year  1815,  the  actual  re- 
ceipts at  the  Treasury  cannot  be  great;  that  the  whole 
of  the  duties  accruing  on  merchandise  imported  from 
the  West  Indies  before  the  first  of  July,  will  be  actu- 
ally received  at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1815;   and 
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that  ona  moiety  of  the  amount  of  the  duties  on  mer- 
chandise imported  from  the  West  Indies,  between  the 
first  of  July  and  the  first  of  October,  will  also  be  re- 
ceived at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1815. 

The  average  of  the  net  revenue  of  the  customs  which 
accrued  for  the  three  years,  1806,  1807,  and  1808,  was 
more  than  $14,000,000  for  each  year;  and  a  similar 
average  for  the  three  succeeding  years,  1809,  1810,  and 
1811,  was  about  nine  millions  of  dollars  for  each  year. 
But  the  first  period  was  one  of  uncommon  commercial 
prosperity,  when  the  United  States  were  the  only  neu- 
tral nation,  and  cannot  be  taken  as  the  basis  of  an  se- 
timate  for  the  present  time,  when  the  other  nations  of 
the  world  are  also  at  peace.  The  second  period  was 
embarrassed  by  commercial  restrictions;  but,  probably, 
the  effect  of  those  embarrassments  upon  the  revenue 
were  counterbalanced  by  the  advantages  of  our  neu- 
trality. It  18  thought,  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  that, 
in  a  state  of  general  peace,  the  customs,  operating  upon 
the  single  duties,  would  not  have  produced,  before  the 
American  war,  more  than  a  sum  between  nine  and 
ten  millions  of  dollars  annually.  But  the  compara- 
tively small  quantity  of  foreign  merchandise  at  present 
in  the  .American  market,  would,  probably,  give  rise  to 
an  extraordinary  amount  of  importations  during  the  first 
year  of  peace,  equal  at  least  to  the  supply  of  two  years ; 
if  the  fact,  that  the  double  duties  are  limited  in  their  con- 
tinuance to  a  year  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  did 
not  operate  as  a  check  upon  importations,  beyond  what 
may  be  requisite  for  the  consumption  of  the  present  year. 
These  counteracting  causes  may,  therefore,  be  reasona- 
bly supposed  to  neutralize  the  force  of  each  other,  and, 
consequently,  to  refer  and  confine  any  estimate  of  the 
double  duties  upon  merchandise  imported  in  the  year 
1816,  to  the  amount  oi  the  importations  for  the  con- 
sumption of  a  single  year. 

Under  these  views  it  is  estimated  that  the  produce 
of  the  customs,  during  the  first  twelve  months  of  peace, 
will  amount,  with  double  duties,  to  a  sum  between 
eighteen  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Of  that  pe- 
riod ten  months  occur  in  the  year  1815;  but  as  the  im- 
portations can  only  partially  commence  for  the  space 
of  two  months,  and  cannot  reach  their  average  extent 
for  three  or  four  months,  the  fair  proportion  of  lime  to 
form  the  ground  of  an  estimate,  will  be  (as  already 
suggested)  eight  months  of  the  year  1815.  Upon  this 
scale  of  computation  the  product  of  the  customs,  which 
will  accrue  from  the  Ist  of  May  to  the  31sl  of  Decem- 
ber, 1815,  will  probably  be  $13,500,000;  but  there 
must  be  added  to  that  sum  the  estimated  amount  of 
customs  accruing,  independent  of  the  effects  produced 
by  the  peace,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  May, 
to  wit,  $1,. 500,000;  making  the  aggregate  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  customs,  accruing  in  the  year  1815,  about 
$15,000,000. 

It  remains,  however,  to  present  an  sstimate  of  the 
amount  of  the  custom.*  which  will  not  only  accrue,  but 
which  will  be  actually  received  at  the  Treasury  in  the 
year  1815.  The  extent  of  the  commerce,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  he  opened,  and  the  effects  of  the  crediU  which 
arc  allowed  lor  the  payment  of  duties  lor  the  year 
1815,  have  been  already  explained.  The  estimate, 
therefore,  assumes  the  following  form: 
1.  The  total  revenue  of  the  customs,  accruing  in  the 

year  1815,  being,  as  above  stated         -    $15,000,000 


It  is  estimated  that,  of  that  sum,  there 
will  become  payable,  and  will  actually 
be  received  into  the  Treasury,  in  the 


year  1815,  in  the  manner  exhibited  in 
the  annexed  schedule  marked  A,  about  3,500,000 

2.  That  on  account  of  custom-house 
bonds  ouUtanding  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1814,  which,  in  the  letter  from 
this  Department,  d'-.ted  the  17th  of 
January,  1815,  was  reserved  to  meet 
the  unsatisfied  appropriations  of  that 
year,  there  will  be  received  during  the 
year  1815,  near  ....         3,000,000 

Making  the  total  amount  of  the  actual 
receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  the 
customs,  for  the  year  1815        -         -      $6,500,000 

The  ways  and  means  of  the  Treasury  for  1815,  pro- 
vided and  payable  during  the  year,  may  now  be  pre- 
sented in  a  view  essentially  different  from  that  which 
was  necessarily  taken  in  the  letter  from  this  Depart- 
ment, dated  the  17th  of  January  last,  while  contem- 
plating a  continuance  of  the  war. 

1.  The  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  will,  probably, 
produce  a  sum,  inclusive  of  that  receivable  for 
duties  which  accrued  prior  to  the  present  year,  of 
about $6,500,000 

2.  The  direct  tax,  instead  of  a  sum  of 
$2,000,000,  will  probably  give  to  the 
Treasury,  in  the  year  1815,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  facilities  of  the  peace,  a 

sum  of  about 2,500,000 

3.  The  internal  duties,  old  and  new,  and  ] 
postage,  instead  of  a  sum  of  $7,050,000,  ,  <-•' 
will  probably  give  to  the  Treasury,  in 

the  year  1815,  in  consequence  of  the 

facilities  of  the  peace,  a  sum  of  about         8,000,000 

4.  The   sales  of  the    public    lands  will 

j)robably  produce,  in  the  year  1815     -         1,000,000 

5.  The  amount  of  incidental  receipts, 
from  miscellaneous  sources,  will,  prob- 
ably, be  about 200,000 

$18,200,000 


While  the  revenue  is  thus  materially  augmented, 
the  charges  upon  the  Treasury  will  be  considerably  re- 
duced. It  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  Department,  at 
the  present  time,  to  advert  to  the  estimates  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  peace  establishment  for  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments;  but  with  the  aid  of  the  pubhc 
credit,  and  the  legislative  sanction  for  the  measures 
which  will  be  proposed,  it  is  believed  that  the  Treasu- 
ry will  be  competent,  in  that  re8{>ect,  to  meet  the  most 
liberal  views  of  the  Government.  Independent,  there- 
fore, of  the  estimates  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, the  charges  on  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1815 
will  consist  of  the  following  items  : 

1.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  as 
stated  in  the  general  estimates  for  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen       -         -    $1,979,289  39 

2.  The  public  debt  will  call  for  a  sum 
of  $14,723,808  58,  to  answer  the 
following  claims : 

For  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the 
funded  debt  created  before  the  war, 
(the  amount  of  principal  unredeem- 
ed on  the  3l6t  of  December,  1814, 
being  about  39,905,183  dollars  60 
cenu.)  $3,452,775  46. 
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^or  interect  of  the  fundeil  d«bt  cre- 

*%  tted  Binct;  the  war,  (the  amount  of 
princi[>alion  December  31,  1814,  be- 
ing $48,t)S0,8 12  26,  to  which  little 
has  been  since  adiied.)  about — 

$3,000,000  00 

^fot  the  principal  and 

J'   interest  o>' Treasury 

i»i   notes  falling  due   >n 

^;    1815,   an^l  the    firat 

S:  January,    1816,    in- 

r-    eluding  %620,000  of 

IS     notes    isRtied    under 


SHtll 


^■vi  the  act  o|  February 
25,  1813,{falling  due 
■  within  thia  period 


8,271,033  12 


a 


14,723,808  58 
$16,703,097  97 


*' 


\ 


! 


I 


I 


\ 


\  It  i«  to  bt{  observed,  however,  that  the  preceding  es- 
^tinate  does' not  inclade  a  sum  of  $2,799,200,  being 
ijie  principtil  of  the  Treasury  notes  which  became  due 

b  1814,  a(id  remain  unpaid,  because  the  uneiecu- 
%'pl  autboriti^  to  raise  money  by  loan  for  that  year  is 

ufEcient  to.  cover  the  amount,  if  a  loan  can  be  obtain- 
I,  independent  of  the  custom-house  debt  ($3,000,000) 
hich  accrijed  in    1814,  but  is  payable  in   1815,  and 

vhich  is  ni)w  considered  as  part  of  the  excess  of 
54(3,975.909 i83,  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  Janu- 
iwy.  1815,  tin  the  purpose  of  being  specifically  trans- 
^«:rred,  in  l»ie  present  estimates,  from  the  ways  and 
jpieans  of  la^tyear  to  the  credit  of  the  ways  and  means 
4or  the  presr^t  year. 

J.  Upon  the? whole,  ?.hen,  it  appears  that  the  revenue 
for  the  year  1815  will  probably  amount  to  $18,200,000, 
|»tid  that  ways  and  means  are  now  to  be  devised  to  pro- 
i^ide  for  the  difference  between  that  sum  and  the  ag- 
jKregate  amcunl  of  the  demands  for  the  service  of  the 
yrear  1815;  which  will  be  ascertained  by  adding  the 
|imount  of  tjie  estimates  for  the  peace  establishment  of 
|he  War  an^  Navy  Departments  to  the  amount  of  the 
^mands  for  the  expenses  of  Government  and  the  pub- 
lic debt,  beijig,  as  above  stated,  the  sum  of  $16,703,- 
J«97  97. 

J«  It  only  reOnams  to  suggest  some  additional  measures, 
ihich  appear  to  be  required  at  this  time  for  the  sup- 
u>rt  of  the  pubUc  credit,  and  the  supply  of  the  Treas- 

.-,  1.  It  u  rnspectfully  suggested  that  all  the  holders  of 
*4V  Treasury  notes,  usued  or  to  be  issued  under  the  au- 
^l^ority  of  aay  exisiir.g  law,  should  be  allowed  to  fund 
^bem  ataa  yiteresl  of  seven  per  cent;  and  that  inter- 
iffl  be  allowi-d  on  all  Treasury  notes  which  have  not 
*fen  puncWally  pai4,  untU  the  day  of  funding,  or  of 
^(iayn)eQt. 

J .  2.  It  13  (lespectfutly  suggested  that  a  new  issue  of 
Ji'rcasury  nijtes  should  be  authoriied  upon  the  pnnci- 
'^e»  iuggesred  in  the  letter  from  this  Department, 
4>»ted  the  iTih  of  January.  1815. 

t-i'  It  ib  rtfipectfuUy  suggested  that  a  loan  should  be 
uthorized  (fi  the  amount  necessary,  upon  a  view  of  all 
^e  estimat«<,  to  complete  the  wavs  and  means  for  the 
j;;ear  1815.  ", 

fi    4.    It  is  rupectfuliy  suggested,  that  the  exportation 
S)|;  8f>ecie  sh-juld  be  prohibited  for  a  limited  period. 
•5'  I  am,  verf  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
'  '  A.  J.  DALLAS. 


^lint, 


i 


t 

0 

t! 


J-   W,  ]&fri»,  E8<j., 


TAX  BILL8. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
amendatory  of  the  direct  tax  and  furniture  tax 
bill,  were  before  the  House,  and  partly  agreed 
and  partly  disagreed  to.  Among  the  amend- 
ments, was  one  repealing  the  section  allowiow 
annual  assumption  by  the  Slates  of  their  respect- 
ive quotas  of  the  direct  tax,  and  allowing  a  de- 
duction of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  amount  so  as- 
sumed. The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
recommended  a  disagreement  to  this  amendment. 

This  recommendation  was  supported  l»y  Messrs. 
EnPEa,  L0WNDE8,  FirfK  of  Vermont,  Barbour, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Farrow,  Macon,  and  Tay- 
lor.and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Pitkin,  and  Shefpey. 

In  favor  of  the  amendment,  it  was  urged,  by 
the  latter  gentlemen,  that,  although  in  time  of 
war  there  might  be  good  reasons  for  authorizing 
the  anticipation  of  the  revenue  by  allowing  as- 
sumption of  the  direct  tax  by  the  Stales,  yet,  as 
a  permanent  tax,  the  direct  tax  and  all  other 
taxes  ought  to  be  collected  by  the  United  Stales' 
officers;  and,  besides,  that  the  discount  of  fifteen 
per  centum  on  such  assumption  was  too  great. 
.Mr.  Sheffev  contended  thai  this  mode  of  laying 
direct  tax  was  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  the 
taxes  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  people,  and  not 
oil  the  Stales.  Against  the  amendment  was  op- 
posed the  greater  convenience  to  the  people  of 
allowing  this  mode  of  a>sumplion,  and  the  obvi- 
ous advanUses  to  the  United  Stales  Irom  that 
mode  of  collection,  which,  it  was  alleged,  was 
also  more  economical  than  any  other,  inasmuch 
as  it  obviated  the  difficulties  and  delays  unavoid- 
ably interposing  in  the  way  of  the  collection  of 
the  direct  tax,  and  insured  greater  security  to  the 
revenue. 

This  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  eventually 
disagreed  to, 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

An  unfortunate  disagreement  having  arisen 
between  ihe  two  Hou^es  as  to  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  bestowing  thanks  on  General  Jackson, 
a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing Its  adherence  to  us  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  House  thereto.  This 
left  to  the  House  the  allernative  only,  it  was  be- 
lieved, to  adhere  to  or  recede  from  us  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Thoup  proposed  to  adhere,  in  which  course 
he  was  supported  by  Messrs.  RoBCHTdON,  Rhea, 
and  Humphreyb;  on  the  other  hand,  Messrs. 
Hawkins,  Whight,  and  Macon,  were  desirous  of 
receding,  if  a  conference  could  not  be  agreed  on. 

The  point  of  difference  is,  that  the  House  pro- 
poses to  ascribe  the  raerii  of  the  great  achieve- 
ments on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  principally 
to  the  militia  volunteer  force;  whilst  ihe  Senate 
has  given  the  merit  generally  to  the  regulars, 
volunteers,  and  militia,  in  language  admitting 
the  inference,  it  is  contended,  that  our  force  was 
principally  a  regular  force. 

It  was,  therefore,  argued,  in  favor  of  adherence, 
that  the  resolution  tH  this  Hou&e  was  a  veritable 
history  of  the  facts  as  they  occurred,  giving  honor 
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to  those  to  whoai  hoDor  was  dae,  and  that  the 

resolution  had  better  be  lost  altogether  than  to 
enter  upon  record  a  vote  which  would  convey  an 
erroneou?  impression,  as  it  was  contended  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  did.  In  favor  of  reced- 
ing, it  was  argued,  that  history  would  narrate,  in 
conspicuous  characters,  the  facts  as  they  exist, 
and  that  the  light  in  which  ihey  would  be  viewed 
by  posterity,  would  not  depend  on  the  terms  of 
the  vole  of^  Congress  on  this  occasion.  The  ob- 
ject of  such  a  vote  was  not  to  afford  materials  for 
history,  but  to  express  the  gratitude  of  the  nation 
lo  iis  defenders.  In  the  course  of  the  debate, 
Mr.  Macon  took  occasion  to  pass  a  very  high 
eulogium  on  the  character  of  Major  General 
Jackson,  whom  he  said  he  had  long  personally 
known,  and  lie  did  not  believe  there  existed  a 
more  honorable  or  highminded  man. 

In  the  end,  the  House  determined,  before  a 
final  decision,  to  request  a  conference  with  the 
Senate  on  the  subject. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland  having  called  up  the 
order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown — 

Mr.  Yanckv  proposed  to  postpone  this  order  of 
the  day  indelioitely,  under  the  impression  that 
Congress  would  not  act  upon  it  at  the  present 
session. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Kent,  but  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis being  called  up  by  Mr.  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, the  House  refused  to  go  into  a  Committee 
of  thie  Whole  on  that  bill 

Mr.  Grosvenor  then  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  motion  indefinitely. 

Which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  JouNaoN. 
and  Mr.  Sharp  of  Kentucky,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  GoLDSHOHOLGH  of  Maryland. 

In  support  of  the  motion,  it  was  alleged,  gener- 
ally, that  all  ihe  applications  of  ihis  character 
ought  10  share  the  same  fate.  Against  it,  it  was 
argued  that  Washington  had  not  been  hitherto 
equally  favored  by  Congress,  it  being  notorious 
that  there  was  greatly  less  incorporated  bank 
capital  in  Washington  than  in  either  Georgetown 
or  Alexandria. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 


Thorsday,  February  23. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana 
Territory"  were  read,  and  concurred  iu  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  for  the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice 
of  Indiana,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '"authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  Edward  Martin  from  imprisonment," 
13th  Con.  3d  Sess.— 38 


waaread  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for  the  better  tem- 
porary accommodation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress," was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  repeal  certain 
acts  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered 10  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  back  to  the  House  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  the  services  of  the  militia,  sent  from 
the  Senate,  without  amendment;  and  it  waa 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes.  under  the  direction  of  the  sanae 
committee,  moved. 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  at  the  next  session  a  general  tariff  of  duties 
proposed  to  be  imposed  upon  imported  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise.' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevbert.  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  purchase 
of  the  vessels  captured  by  Commodore  Macdo- 
nough  on  Lake  Champlain  in  tiie  month  of  Sep- 
tember last,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherwood,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any.  and,  if  any.  what  alterations  ought 
to  be  made  in  the  laws  relative  to  duties  imposed 
on  stills,  employed  solely  in  the  rectification  of 
spirituous  liquors. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "'An 
act  to  authorize  the  Prerident  lo  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  certain 
acts  now  in  force  for  this  purpose,"  with  amend- 
ments. They  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles:  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a 
discriminating  duty  on  tonnage  between  foreign 
vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  Stales  in 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States;" 
"An  act  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  cer- 
tain claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory;'"  '"An  act  to  provide  a  library  room, 
and  for  transporting  the  library  lately  purchasedp 
and  ''An  act  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the 
flotilla  service,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which 
amendments  and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  They  agree  to  ihe  amendment  to 
the  act.  entitled  "An  act  lo  provide  addiiKinal 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  publiccredit,  by  laying 
duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  and  insist  on  tbeir  filth  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate.  "  to  repeal   certain 
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IS  therein  jnentionied,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
id  passed.  « 

Two  or  three  Messages  were  received  from  the 
sident  or|  the  Un'ted  Slates,  one  of  which  it 
)eared  wai  ol  a  confidential  nature;  and  the 
rs  were  cjosed  and  galleries  cleared,  and.  after 
st^remainiofjfor  a  short  time,  were  again  opened  ; 
'vi  len  thefoldiwing  Message,  being  ot  a  public  na- 
Ui,   e,  was  rtarJ  : 

)7,   i/u  Senuit  and  Hotise  of 

Rfprtamtatives  of  the  United  States  ■ 


a 

id 


I  \  lay  before  ,Congrefi8S  copies  of  two  ratified  treaties 
|W^rf:h  were  eiitered  into  on  the  part  of  the  United 
rif^.les,  one  onithe  22d  Jay  of  July,  1814,  with  the  sev- 
^vjl  tribes  of  Ir-dians,  called  the  Wyandotts,  Delawares, 

t-iliiwaneefl,  8ejiacBs,  a|jd   Miamies;  the  other   on  the 
^tt  day  of  Auaust,  1814,  with  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 
jiilns.  >. 

^   l»  is  referrci^  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  how 
fajt<egi8lati>e^rovi8ior»8may  be  necessary  for  carrying 
(tie  part  of  tht»se  stipulations  into  effect. 
>   I  '  I  JAMEH  MADISON. 

'he  Messajre  and  treaties  were  referred  to  the 
mmitlee  oj  Ways  and  Means. 
"he  eDgro.^tsed  bill,  authorizing  the  sale  of  the 
>lic  lands 'which  =may  herealier  be  lorfeited 
hin  the  Jiffersonville  district,  to  be  exposed 
^ale  at  th^  land  office  within  the  same;  the 
rossed  bilLto  authorize  the  discbarge  of  A.  B. 
.s  from  hi*,  iropriiiOnment ;  the  engrossed  bill 
the  relief  Af   Thomas  Springs  :  the  engrossed 


bipfforthe  rflief  of  James  Savage  and  others; 
ihkengrossedjbili  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Fra- 
itet'and  the  riJpresentatives  of  Charles  Eccleston  ; 


ih 

B 

Ih 
ih 


;engrossecf  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P. 
^jnet;  and  |he  engtossed  bill  supplementary  lo 
Lact  "for  i^ie  final  adjuMmeni  of  land  titles  in 

lh*StateofLi)uisianat  and  Territory  of  Missouri."' 
iv^e  severally  read  a.lhird  time,  and  passed. 

^   i  MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

'  mlr.  Latti:;40Re,  fr<»m  the  select  committee  on 
jhf  memorial  -of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi 
tr#ritory,  praying  admi.s>ion  into  the  Union, 
(i^^je  a  report-favorable  thereto,  accompanied  by  a 
i-authonziyg  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
MtMssippi  to^call  a  cAnveniion  for  the  purpose  of 
»^irig  a  Constitution  and  Stale  Governmeni 
k«araiory  to'  admission  into  the  Union.  The 
Cjri  was  rei»d.  and,  with  the  hill,  on  the  moiion 
Mr.  L.,  ordfred  to  lie  on  the  table, 
he  report  Js  a»  foUows: 

Ifs  of  cession  and   agreement  between 

Statif's  and  t)ie  State  of  Georgia,  it  is  pro- 

•  Territory  aforesaid  shall    form  a  State, 

t"  ■  t>e  aumittecj  as  such:  into  the  I'nion,  as  soon  as  it 
contain  siity  thousand  free  inhabitants,  or  at  an 

,•■."■  Period,  Jf  Congress  shall  :hink  it  expedient. 
4gT<ieably  to  tli^  last  ijeijeral  census,  the  population  of 
^i^'^^rnXoTy,  <\i  all  dc«criptions.  amounted  to  forty 
tloisand  threci  hundrccj  and  fiftv-two  souls.  Since 
tf  i^was  taken,  Jhc  aniov|nt  has  cor.siderably  increased 
U-fr:e  annexati|)n  of  thijt  part  of  >V'est  Florida  which 
UA-ast  of  Pea?l  river,  |ind  also,  as  your  committee 
•re- iiformed,  b\?cmigrat;on3  to  the  eastern  settlemenU 
o|"  lie  Territory  jfrom  scTjeral  of  the  States. 

•   '  1  r 


\ 


Your  commiltee  are  in  posseMion  of  no  daU  from 
which  they  can  form  an  estimate  of  the  number  to 
which  these  accessions  of  population  may  amount; 
but  they  deem  it  not  an  unreasonable  presumption 
that  the  return  of  peace,  by  renewing  inducemenU  lo 
emigration,  may  produce  an  increase  to  the  amount 
required  by  the  agreement  with  Georgia,  by  the  time 
the  usual  preparatory  steps  can  be  taken  towards  the 
actual  admission  of  the  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a 
State.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  aa  if  what  is  now 
solicited  would  be  obtained,  of  course,  in  a  few  years 
at  most. 

The  question,  then,  is,  is  it  expedient  to  provide  for 
the  adoption  of  this  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a 
favor,  or  was  its  admission  of  right  T 

The  expediency  of  anticipating  the  admission  of  this 
community  to  the  rights  of  an  independent  State  in- 
volves in  its  consideration  as  well  the  particular  inter- 
est of  the  Territory  as  the  general  interest  of  the 
United  States.  In  relation  to  the  former,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  people  themselves,  who  are  best 
acquainted  with  their  own  local  condition,  can  best 
judge  of  their  abdity  to  iK-ar  the  additional  expense  of 
self-government,  and  weigh  other  consequences  which 
may  ensue  from  the  change.  As  it  respects  the  latter, 
your  comqittee  possess  no  facU  which  would  add  to 
the  information,  and  can  offer  no  reasons  which  would 
influence   the   opinion   of  the   House   on   this   point. 

I  Their  mere  opinion  is  all  they  have  to  submit  ;  and  it 
is,  that  there  would  be  no  impropriety  in  principle,  and 
no  injury  in  effect,  to  the  interest  of  the  nation,  in  pro- 

,  viding,  without  further  delay,  for  the  admission  of  the 

j  Territory  in  question  into  the  union  of  the  States. 

I  This  Territory  has  been,  as  your  committee  believe, 
a  longer  time  under  the  restraints  of  political  minority 
than  any  other  Territory  of  the  United  Slates  ;  and 
they  can  perceive  no  good  reason  why  its  enlargement 
should  still  be  deferred,  merely  on  account  of  its  pres- 
ent deficiency  of  numbers,  since  a  like  deficiency  did 
not  prevent  others,  or  one  other  at  least,  from  the  en- 
joyment of  a  similar  boon. 

Hitherto  your  coiumittec  have  considered  this  sub- 
ject us  though  the  admission  solicited  were  desired  by 
all  the  inbabilants  of  the  Territory  without  delay,  but 
they  cannot  undertake  to  state  that  such   is   the  fact. 
While  it  is  true,  that  it  has  been  prayed  for  and  urged 
with  much  interest  and  zeal   at  several  successive  sea- 
sion.s,  it  is  also  true  that  at    the   last  one  at  which  the 
subject  was  brought  before  Congress  there  were  count- 
er-petitions, praying  that  it  might  be  postponed.    How 
far  a  union  of  sentiment  and  wishes  mav  be  inferred 
from  the  absence  of  any  counter-petition' at  the  pres- 
ent session,  when   it  was   known    that   the  memorial 
under  consideration   had   been   forwarded,  your  com- 
mittee are  not  prepared    lo  say.     They  cuni  however, 
judge  and  act  from  only  what  is  l>efore  them  ;  and  it 
IS  to  be  presumed  th.it  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple express   the  will  of  their  constituents,  unless  the 
contrary  appears.     To  which  consideration  it  may  be 
added,  that   the  extinguishment  of  the  Yazoo  claims 
having   removed  what  was  perhaps   the  most  general 
objection  to  admission,    it  is  probable   thai  manv  who 
were  opposed  lo  it  are  now  in    favor  of  ii  ;   and' sine* 
peace  IS  restored,  it  is  probable,  also,  that  manv  others 
will  desire  to  exchange  the  restrictions  of  a  Territory 
for  the  rights  of  a  Slate.     If,  however,  from  local  con- 
sideration*, other  than  those  suggested,  a  diflTerenccoJ 
opinion  in   relation   to   the  expediency  of  this  object 
should  siill  exist,   your  committee  concciTo   that  the 


1189 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1190 


February,  1815. 


Militia  Bounty — Pay  of  Membert. 


H.  orR. 


question  cannot  be  more  fairly  aettled  than  by  a  con- 
vention, which  should  first  decide  whether  it  should 
form  a  constitution  or  not,  and  which  might  be  chosen 
with  a  reference  to  the  respective  sentiments  of  the 
members  on  this  particular  point. 

Believing  it  expedient,  therefore,  that  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  should  be  authorized  to  elect 
a  convention,  with  powers  lo  form  a  constitution,  as 
prayed  for  by  the  memorialists,  your  committee  have 
prepared  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  which  they  ask  leave 
lo  report. 

MILITIA  BOUNTY. 
The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  by 
Mr.  Easton: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  of 
the  militia  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  have  performed 
a  lour  of  duly  by  order  of  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  a  donation  in  lands,  as  a  compensation  for 
their  services. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  donations  of 
land  to  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  said  Territory,  who 
have  been  forced  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States 
lo  abandon  their  plantations  or  dwellings,  and  who 
have  not  abandoned  or  removed  out  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lutions, and  the  same  were  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  .Message,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  which  relates  lo  the  militia,  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  each  non- 
commissioned oflficer  and  private  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  Stated,  and  Territories  thereof,  who  have  per- 
formed a  tour  of  duly  by  the  order  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates,  a  donation  in  lands,  as  a  compen- 
sation for  their  services. 

2.  Reaolvtd,  That  the  said  commiltee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  donations 
of  lands  to  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  said  States  and 
Territories,  who  have  been  forced  by  the  enemies  of 
the  United  Slates  to  abandon  their  plantations  and 
dwellings,  and  who  have  not  abandoned  or  removed 
out  of  the  said  States  or  Territories. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  reso- 
lutions, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

PAY  OF    MEMBERS. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  olTered  for  consideration 
the  following  re.soluiion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  by  law  for  paying  the  members  of  this  House 
in  money  current  in  the  States  to  which  they  respect- 
ively belong. 

Tlii«  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate. 

Mr.  FtsK  grounded  lii<  motion  on  the  discount 
the  Eastern  members  were  obliged  to  pay  for 
Eastern  notes,  and  ilie  alleged  impropriety  of 
members  of  Congress  travelling  from  shop  to  shop 
selling  their  wages,  or  bartering  off  the  notes  they 
receive  in  payment  for  such  as  sliail  be  current 
in  their  State-,  &,c. 

Mr.  RuKA  tnored  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 


striking  oat  the  latter  part  of  it,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  ''Treasury  notes  or  bank 
notes." 

The  object  of  the  whole  motion  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Wright.  Mr.  FisK.aod  Mr.  Potter,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Newto.n  Mr.  Farrow, 
Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  McKiM,  and  Mr. 
Hawkins,  who  denied  both  its  necessity  and  ex- 
pediency. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Eppe3.  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hawkins  moved  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  whole  subject,  on  the  general  and 
very  obvious  ground  of  the  injustice  of  members 
of  Consress  discriminating  between  themselves 
and  other  public  creditors,  who  have  at  least 
equally  high  claims  on  the  Government. 

Several  unsuccessful  motions  were  made  to  set 
rid  of  this  question,  by  proceeding  to  the  orders  ol 
ihe  day,  or  laying  it  on  the  table.  The  question 
on  indefinite  postponement,  was  at  length  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays — for  the  postponement  82, 
against  it  50,  as  follows: 

YtAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston.  Anderaon,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bard,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caperlon, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Creigbton,  Culhbert.  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  IVew  York, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din.  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jackaon  of 
Virginia.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Ma- 
ryland, Kerr,  LefferU,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyie, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, .Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Piper,  Pleaa- 
ants,  Rhea  of  Pensylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybcrt,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannchill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams, and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brighara,  Butler,  Champion,  Cooper, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Ha.=brouck,  Hender- 
son, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hulbcrt,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Moselcy,  Nelson, 
Oakley.  Parker,  Pickering,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Slayma- 
ker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Thomjwon,  Vose,  Whealon,  White,  Wdcoi, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

So  the  resolve  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  ibe  Legislature 
of  the  Territory  of  Illinois.  And  debate  arising 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McLean,  on 
the  21sl  instant,  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  24. 
The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  disa- 
greement to  the  fifth  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  ''to  amend  the  act  to  provide 
addiiiunal  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  Slates,  and 
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]  -,  ■ 

irovide  (of^  assessiug  and  collecting  the  same  ;" 
4i4!  ibe  act  "'to  provide  additional  rerenues  for 
dwraying  the^expens^s  of  Government,  and  maia- 
t^iiog  the  public  creijiuby  laying  a  dutyoahouse- 
btij^J  furoiturr,  and  oti  gold  and  silver  watches." 

jcreupon 


-Wit. -_,.... 

I    /teaolved,  That  this  House  insist  on  their  disa 

garment  to  tue  said  Sfth  amendment,  and  ask  a 

reference   wjth    the   Senate   upon    the   subject- 

jitRiter  thereof 

\%)Tdered,  Toat  iVIe^srs.  Eppes.  Lowndes,  and 

PJJiLKY.  be  tlr«  managers  at  the  said  conference 

0i^^he  part  oftbis  House. 

.i^'he  amend^ients  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 

bifl"  to  authorize  the  President   to  raise  certain 

f»Glj^paDies  of  .angers  .for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 

ti«^3  of  the  Uihited  States,  and  to  repeal  certain 

«c^  now  in  fhrce  fof  that  purpose,"  were   read, 

4t^  together  iviih  th*  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

5i»  e.  ; 

^  The  bill  frcV  the  Senate  "further  supplemen- 

t»*  to  an  act^entille^l  'An  act  providing  for  the 

iQ.Tjmni  Scat  Kin   of  certain    claimants   of   public 

^lyji   iQ    the   Mississippi  Territory,'"  was    read 

^»Jce,  and   committed    to   a  Committee   of  the 

VV^ole. 

«ie  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  repeal  so  much 
(»f  vie  several^Acts  imposingduties  on  the  tonnage 
nfv^tiips  and  ^vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and 
mntchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  as 
imposes  a  disc^iminatiing  duty  on  tonnage  between 
forrgn  vessel  and  v^-ssels  of  the  United  States, 
^nv  between  igoods  imported  into  the  United 
^l\  i«s  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
^ii  Jes,"  was  ijead  tw»ce,  and  committed  to  the 
C(j  utnittee  of^VVays  jjod  Means. 

)  'be  bill  frofn  the  Senate,  "to  provide  a  library 
rb.i  u.  and  for  (ranspoktiog  the  library  lately  pur- 
chVe>],"  was  (read  t^'ice.  and  committed  to  a 
C<^mittee  ofjihe  Whole. 

fhe  bill  frcim  the  Senate,  "to  repeal  certain 
acjj  cuncerniD^  the  de»tilla  service,  and  for  other 
rwJM>ose-s."  wif  read  Iwice.  and  referred  to  the 
^<i4nrautee  on- Naval  Affairs. 

I|2r.  Troup,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
onlthe  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  in  re- 
gaM  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  expressive  of 
1(1  •Jr  sense  of^Generaj  Jack^,on'<  great  achieve- 
int«i  ){,  made  a  Report,  recommending  a  modifica- 
tjo*  thereof  which  was  agreed  to  on  the  part  of 
t'liiHouse.      ; 

lilr.  Fisc  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
tofvhom  was;  referred  Mr.  Culpeper's  motion 
fur^  thanksgiving  day,  reported  the  same  with 
ajir;ndments;  which  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
rfs-lution  as  jimended  was  ordered  to  a  third 
r(;a|ing.  . 

'  i  tAX  COLLECTORS. 

Sr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  H^ays  and  .Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
th^^ngrossed  bill  to  tix  the  compensations  and 
i«}(i|:ase  the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
dirq-t  tax  and  hternal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
po?^.';  connected  with  the  collection  thereof,  re- 
po(|td  the  san^  with  amendments;  which  were 


read,  and  the  first  thereof  was  concurred  in   by 
the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
second  amendment,  whicli  proposes  to  strike  out 
the  following  words  contained  in  the  8th  section 
of  the  bill,  to  wit : 

"And  it  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collec- 
tors, by  themselves,  or  their  deputies,  to  attend  at  the 
court-house  of  each  of  the  counties  or  districU  com- 
posing their  respective  collection  districts,  on  the  first 
and  second  days  of  each  term  of  the  court  of  the  county 
or  common  pleas  in  said  county  or  diatrict,  if  the  court 
continue  in  session  so  long." 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nars 
49.  as  follows : 

^K*" — Mesars.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bigclow,  Bines,  Bowen,  Boyd.  Brad- 
bury, Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  Eppcs,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  Newr  York,  Forsyth,  (ioodwyn,  Gnffin,  Hall,  Ha»- 
brouck,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  IngersoII, 
Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Law,  L^fferts,  Lowndes,  Lvlc, 
McCoy,  McKim,  .McLean.  Moore,  Moselev.  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pickering.  Piper,  Pitkin,  Wilham'  Reed,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia.  Strong,  Sturgen,  Taggart,  Tannehill.  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Wheaton,  W  iliiams,  W  ilaon  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

^^*'«— Messrs.  Brigham.  Capcrton.  Cannon,  Cham- 
pion, Clopton,  Cooper.  Culpeper,  Farrow,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Uholson,  Goldslwrough, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hams,  Hawes,  Henderson.  Hubbard, 
Hungerford,  Hulbcrt.  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kerr,  King  of  .MassachusetU,  Lovett,  Macon, 
Markell,  Moutgomery,  Nelson.  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Ruggles,  Schureman, Sevier,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Thompson,  Vos«, 
Ward  of  -Massachusetts,  White,  Wilcox,  Wiiaon  of 
Massachukctu,  and  Yancey. 

Ordered,    That  the  said    bill    be   re.engro!<sed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

RELATIONS  WITH  ALGIERS. 
The  following  report,  yesterday  transmitted  to 
the   House  by  the   President  or   thb  United 
States,  was  read  : 

DEPABTnaxT  or  Statx,  Feb.  20,  1815. 

The  acting  SecreUry  of  Sute,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
ISthinsUnt,  requesting  the  President  of  the  I'nited 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  that  House  such  in- 
formauon  as  he  shall  deem  necessary  to  be  communi- 
cuad,  touching  the  sUte  of  relaUons  eiwting  betw.-en 
the  United  States  and  the  Barbarv  Powers,  has  th« 
honor  to  state,  that,  according  to  the  latest  aceounU 
from  .Morocco,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  our  relaUons  with 
tbose  Powers  remained  upon  their  former  footing;  nor 
IS  there  any  parUcular  reason  to  believe  that  any  change 
has  since  Uken  place. 

It  will  appear,  by  the  documenU  accompanying  the 
Message  of  the  President  to  Congress  on  the  I7lh  No- 
vember 1812.  that  the  Deyof  Algiers  had,  violently 
and  without  just  cause,  obliged  the  Consul  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  and  all  American  citizens  then  in  Algiers, 
to  leave  that  place  in  a  manner  highly  offensive  to  their 
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country  and  injurious  to  themselves,  and  in  violation 
of  the  treaty  then  »ub«isling  between  the  two  nations, 
it  appeare,  moreover,  that  he  exacted  from  the  Consul, 
under  pain  of  immediate  imprisonment,  a  large  sum  oi 
money,  to  which  he  had  do  claim  hui  what  originated 
in  his  own  injustice. 

These  act=  of  violence  and  oatrage  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  capture  ol  at  least  one  American  vessel, 
and  by  the  seizure  of  an  American  atizcn  on  board  a 
neutral  vessel.  The  unfortunate  {>er8ons  thus  captured, 
are  yet  held  in  captivity,  with  the  exception  of  two  of 
them,  who  have  been  ransomed.  Every  effort  to  ob- 
tain the  release  of  the  others  has  proved  abortive;  and 
there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  held  by 
the  Dey  as  a  means  by  which  he  calculates  to  extort 
from  the  United  States  a  degrading  treaty. 

.   JAMES  MONROE. 

The  galleries  were  then  cleared,  and  the  doors 
of  the  House  closed,  and  so  remained  until  near 
five  o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a   loan  for  a 

sum  not  exceeding dollars;  which  was  read 

twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  specie,  gold  or  silver  coins,  or  bul- 
lion; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  William  Thornton,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  the  vessels  captured  on  Lake  Champlain ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  also  from  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  repealing 
certain  acts  relative  to  the  flotilla  service,  reported 
an  amendment  thereto,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to  be  sold  such 
of  the  gunboats  now  in  service  as  he  shall  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  retain.  And  this  amendment 
beinc  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  and  was  accordingly  subsequently  read 
a  third  time,  jiassed,  and  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  desired  in  the  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton. 

Ordered.  That  the  digest  of  the  manufactures 
of  the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  of  this  House,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  distributed  amongst 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  Executive 
authorities  of  the  States  and  Territories. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House,  enitiled  "Au  act  to  amend  and  extend  the 


provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16ih  of  April,  1814, 
entitled  '  An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their 
location,'"  with  amendments.  The  amendments 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Territory  of  Illinois;  and  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  McLean,  on  the  2l3t  instant,  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  and 
increase  the  responsibility  ot  the  collectors  of 
the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other 
purposes,  connected  with  the  collection  thereof, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  resolution  lor  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  upon  the  President 
and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of  thanks- 
giving to  Almighty  God  for  his  goodness  in  re- 
storing to  these  United  States  the  blessings  of 
peace,  was  read  the  third  time  and  pasi>ed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  repeal  certain 
acts  concerning  the  flotilla  service,  and  for  other 
purposes."  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  recommending  the  navigatioa 
of  American  vessels  exclusively  by  American 
seamen,  either  natives,  or  such  as  are  already 
naturalized. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency,  of  providing  by  law,  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congress. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  it 
was  necessary  to  pass  such  a  law  ;  but  he  wai 
prepared  to  say  that  the  state  of  the  nation  was 
such  as  to  make  it  expn-dient  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  ascertain  whether  an  extra  ses»^ion 
might  not  be  necessary,  or.  if  not,  at  an  earlier 
session  than  will  take  place  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  unanimously  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  '"expressive  of  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under   his  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good   conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
leans," modified  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference.     They  agree    to   the 
conference  upon  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two 
Houses    upon    the    subject-matter    of    the   fifth 
amendment  to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  provide  additional   revenue  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  same."  and  the  act.  enti- 
tled '•  An  act  to   provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining thepublic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches;" 
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L^  which  cor|ference'  they  hare  appointed  mana- 
rt|rs  on  theij  part.  They  have  passed  the  bill 
lV>m  the  House,  enliiled  '"An  act  to  alter  and 
(Wabiish  pont  roads,*"  with  amendments.  And 
t\iY  have  fi^ssed  bills  of  the  following  titles: 
'»n  act  making  furtjjer  provision  for  completing 
tie  public  bvifdings  at  West  Point,  for  the  ac- 
cStntnodatiorf  of  the  Military  Academy  ;"  and 
"in  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time. 
t3r  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  establishing  trading 
ileuses  with  t(ie  Indian  tribes  :"  in  which  araend- 
Ir^nts  and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
■^/use. 

PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

Vir.  Seyb^rt  presented  a   petition  of  sundry 
|nufacturei^  residing  in  the  city  and   county  of 
^iladelphia.  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
the  adoption  of  s^ch   measures  as  will  afford 
t^the  manufjicturers  of  the  country  that  protec- 
tion and  support  necssary  to  bring  them  to  ma- 
rity. — The.memorkal  is  as  follows: 

the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
litives  of  ihp  United  States  in  Congress   met,  the 
>temorial  of  the  mandfacturers  of  the  city  and  county 
'  '«f  Philadclp(ua  respectfully  showeth  : 

.rhit  your  *iemoriaUsi8,  while  filled  with  joy  and 
«^tation  for -the  inestimable  blessing  of  honorable 
p4|re  to  their*  country,  cannot  divest  themselves  of 
»i»^iety  and  drt-ad  for  tlie  fate  of  the  infant  manufac- 
iv|j€8,  whose  existence  ijnd  prosperity  are  unquestion- 
»|f«  of  vital  importaqce  to  the  whole  community. 
T&kt,  trusting  lo  Proviijence,  to  the  wisdom  and  pro- 
ie»iion  of  youp  honoraSle  body,  and  to  their  own  in- 
4^^•try,they  looK  forward,  with  hope,  to  the  permanent 
ptaifiblishment  cU'such  manufactures  as  shall  render  the 
IJUited  States  i^idepcndjent  on  foreign  nations  for  the 
pff  fssaries  arn^  coraforti*  of  life. 

i  J|l|hat,  conriding  implccitly  in  the  wisdom  and  patri- 
}j>^h  of  your  ionorablr  body,  your  memorialists  will 
-  t  presume  t^  suggeut  any  particular  measure,  but 
|i  content  tj^emselv*?*  with  observing,  that  every 
»lized  nalionrhas  thought  proper,  by  legislative  acU, 
Tord  to  the-  industry  of  their  respective  countries 
th  t  protection;and  supjwrt  necessary  to  bring  forth  to 
pa|turity  the  einablishment  of  manufactures  necessary 
^oiiieir  existea;i:e  and  prosperity.  The  intimate  con- 
^eiion  of  the  ^ricultuial  with  the  manufacturing  in- 
teiLst,  and  thf  extreaie  importance  of  a  com(>etent 
*uiply,  in  time*  of  war,  for  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
JLI-*;ted  States,  >vithout  Uependence  on  foreign  aid,  will 
i)e»r«3  obvious  t«  your  honorable  body  as  to  require  no 
fojiment  on  thf  part  oljyour  memorialists. 

iut  your  mesjnorialisljs  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call 
ihf  attention  ot  your  h;)norable  body  to  the  existence 
^in  correction  of  an  abuse,  which  is,  at  the  same  time, 
Jleftructive  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States,  highly 
|n£rious  to  the- honest  merchant,  and,  if  persisted  in, 
t»S  render  entarely  useless  any  law  enacting  protecting 
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duaes.     This  ijbuse   is  the    introduction,  through   the 
f u,*ora-house8  ^f  our  c<funtry,  of  merchandise  subject 

lo  ^d  valorem  iftuties,  at  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  of  

(hi  value.    T^is  enormity,  practised  in  various  shapes,    oa  the   bill  for  fixing  the   MiliVary'^ Peace   Es'tafc 
fajaot  be  checljed  by  any  provision  of  the  present  rev-    lishment;  and  the  first  section  of  the  bill  havin 


tnje  laws,  and^t  i»  to  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable 
lo%,r,«lone,  that  your  {nemorialista  and   the  country 


^ 


fT<  ;»Wy  be  fom^d  in  the  substitution  of  specific  for  ad 


J 


» 


took  for  a  «ompetci>t  remedy.     This  remedy  may 


valorem  dntiet,  or  in  the  eBtaMiahment  of  a  board,  at 
each  custom-house,  possessing  the  requisite  power; 
which  board  might  be  composed  of  the  collector  and 
naval  officer,  and  one  respectable  competent  individual 
capable  of  deciding  on  the  value  of  merchandise  im- 
ported. The  extraordinary  expense  to  be  borne  by  the 
merchandise  imported. 

Your  memonalisU  respectfully  add,  that,  in  making 
th*"  above  suggestion,  they  resign  themselves,  with  per- 
fect confidence,  to  the  better  judgment  of  your  honor- 
able body.  And  for  the  welfare  of  your  honorable  body 
your  memorialists  will  ever  sincerely  pray. 

THOMAS  GILPIN.  anrfoMer*. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

PROTESTED  BIULS  OF  EXCHANGE. 

Mr.  Hawkins  moved  the  adoption  of  the  foU 
lowing  re>olution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  refund- 
ing to  individuala  the  amount  of  damages,  or  loss  of 
interest  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  protest  of 
any  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  the  Government  by 
any  individuals,  within  the  last  last  twelve  months. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  McKim,  for  facts 
ou  which  this  motion  was  predicated— 

Mr.  Hawkins  stated,  that  there  had  been  a 
few  instances  m  which  individuals  had  procured 
bills  of  exchange  on  the  Government,  and,  in 
consequence  of  inability  to  pay  them,  had  been 
compelled  to  pay  damages  thereon.  There  was 
only  one  case  within  his  own  knowledge,  and  that 
was  one  in  which  an  individual  had  paid  for  a 
draft  on  the  Government  $14,000,  which  draft 
had  been  sold  by  him  to  tlie  Bank  of  Kentucky, 
by  It  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom' 
through  the  Bank  of  Washington,  it  had  been 
presented  to  the  Government,  protested  for  want 
ol  lunds,  and  returned.  The  laws  of  Kentucky 
authorizing  ten  per  cent,  damages  on  protested 
bills,  paid  over  to  third  persons,  that  allowance 
had  been  claimed  by  the  banks,  and  the  individuals 
compelled  to  pay  it.  The  bill  had  since  been 
presented  by  him  (Mr.  Hawkins)  to  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  paid  in  Treasury  notes,  on  which  the  per- 
son before  named  was  compelled  to  pay  six  and 
a  halt  per  cent,  discount. 

Mr.  Farrow  oppo=»ed  the  motion  at  some 
length,  and  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  to  the 
end    thereof,    the   following  words:    "And    also 

Ireasury  notes  which  have  been  paid  by  the 
Government  lo  fair  creditors,  and  necessarily 
sold  by  said  creditors  at  a  discount." 

This  amendment,  after  some  conversation,  hay- 
ing been  agreed  to  by  a  small  majority— 

On  nriotion  of  Mr.  Hawkins,  the  motion  as 
amended  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

b-' 


been   read,  which   proposes  to  fix  it  at  ten  thou- 
sand men — 

Mr  Troup  said  the  Military  Establishment  had 
just   been   perfecied— the   Army    had  just   beea 
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made  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world,  when  it  be- 
came neces.-ary  to  reduce  it.  It  was  the  less  to  be 
regretted,  however,  as  the  cause  of  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  sincere  and  universal  consratulation — it 
was  proper  lo  reduce  the  Army.  The  only  ques- 
tions for  the  House  were,  1st.  The  extent  of  the 
reduction.     2dly-  The  mode  of  reduction. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  (the  extent  of  reduc- 
tioo)  he  presumed  that  three  objects  ought  to 
claim  the  attention  of  the  House.  1st.  The  se- 
curity of  the  country  ;  2dly.  The  interest  vt  the 
country  ;  and  3dly.  The  just  claims  of  the  Army. 

In  considering  the  security  of  the  country,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  advert  to  the  actual  state 
of  the  country.  The  war  had  this  moment  ter- 
minated and  left  us  surrounded  with  the  fleets  and 
armies — the  formidable  fieets  and  armies  of  our 
late  eaemy.  What  security  had  we  that  those 
fleets  and  armies  would  be  withdrawn  ?  At  least 
we  had  no  other  security  than  the  good  faith  of 
the  nation  with  whom  we  had  concluded  the 
peace.  Admitting  that  faith  to  be  what  it  ought 
to  be.  he  submitted  with  much  deference  to  the 
House,  whether  the  security  of  any  country  ought 
to  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  good  faith  of  any 
other  country.  He  presumed  that  a  respectable 
military  force  would  be  a  much  safer  depen- 
dence. So  said  the  policy  and  practice  of  all 
civilized  nations — so  said  the  policy  and  practice 
of  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  There  the  practice 
was  to  disband  or  withdraw  part  pai.fu — the  one 
Power  Withdrawing  as  the  other  withdrew — the 
one  Power  reducing  as  the  other  reduced.  He 
did  not  know  an  instance  in  European  history 
of  two  nations  terminating  a  war  by  an  honora- 
ble peace,  where  the  one  instantaneously  reduced 
its  military  lorcetoa  Peace  Establishment,  leaving 
the  other  to  maintain  its  force  on  a  War  Estab- 
lishment upon  its  frontier.  Such,  however,  would 
be  precisely  our  case  if  we  determined  on  a  sud- 
den and  great  reduction  of  the  army. 

The  treaty  of  peace  had  stipulated  the  surren- 
der of  posts  and  the  r<'storation  of  certain  prop- 
erty— both  were  important,  and  yet  what  security 
had  we  that  either  stipulation  would  be  fulfilled 
if  we  suddenly  stripped  ourselves  of  our  military 
power  ?  We  would  have  no  reliance  left  but  on 
the  good  faith  of  our  late  enemy.  If  the  posts 
were  not  surrendered  or  the  property  restored,  he 
presumed  we  would  begin  to  reorganize  and 
restore  our  Army  ;  he  thought  it  therefore  more 
wise  and  more  prudent, on  the  ground  of  security, 
to  make  our  reduction  moderate,  limited,  and 
graduaL 

But,  2dly.  The  interest  of  the  coutitry.  The 
interest  of  the  country,  in  one  sense  of  the  word, 
required  not  merely  the  reduction  but  the  annihila- 
tion of  the  Army.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try to  relieve  the  Government  and  country  from 
the  burden  of  the  whole  military  expense;  but 
this  could  only  be  done  by  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  military  force.  Why.  therefore,  was  it 
not  proposed  to  put  down  the  Army  altogether? 
Only  because  the  security  of  the  country  forbade 
it.  Here,  then,  was  a  consideration  of  interest 
connected  with  the  consideration  of  security.  But 


there  was  an  interest  distinct  and  independent; 
it  was  that  which  would  look  with  a  steady  eye 
lo  what  were  considered  great  and  important 
rights  and  principles,  not  settled  by  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  treaty  of  peace  was  a  treaty  of  peace 
merely — it  was  properly  such — it  proposed  little 
more  than  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Much  more 
remained  to  be  settled  ;  rights,  principles  and  in- 
terests, considered  essential  to  the  prosperity  of 
commerce,  navigation  and  fisheries,  remained  to 
be  settled.  This  was  to  be  done  in  the  only  way 
in  which  it  ought  to  be  done — by  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce. Nations  negotiate  with  more  weight  and 
influence  with  arms  in  their  hand>  than  without 
them,  and  a  large  army  would  carry  into  a  nego- 
tiation more  weight  and  influence  than  a  small 
one  ;  he  submitted  therefore  to  the  House,  whe- 
ther a  great  and  sudden  reduction  of  the  Army 
would  not  prejudice  those  rights  and  interests, 
and  whether  the  interest  of  the  United  States  did 
not,  on  this  account,  require  for  the  present  the 
exhibition  of  a  respectable  military  force. 

But,  3dly.  Thejust  claims  of  the  Army.  Whe- 
ther the  reduction  were  great  or  small,  instanta- 
neous or  eventual,  the  just  claims  of  the  Army 
could  not  fail  to  be  a  subject  of  consideration  with 
the  House.  By  the  just  claims  of  the  Army  he 
did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  speaking  of  ab- 
solute right  on  the  one  side  and  correspondent  ab- 
solute obligation  on  the  other ;  all  he  meant  was, 
a  just  and  equitable  claim  to  liberal  provision 
from  the  generosity  of  the  Legislature.  The  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  to  be  disbanded  were  entitled  to 
a  liberal  provision,  not  because  they  had  embark- 
ed in  the  regular  service — not  because  they  had 
exposed  their  lives  in  defence  of  their  country — 
not  because  very  many  of  them  had  been  wounded 
and  disabled — not  because  very  many  of  them 
had  fallen,  leaving  their  wives  and  children  de- 
pendent on  the  charities  of  the  world — not  be- 
cause these  brave  men  were  still  willing  further 
to  expose  their  lives — not  because  their  skill  and 
valor  had  greatly  contributed  to  the  restoration 
of  the  blessings  of  peace — not  for  all  these — but 
because  they  had  entered  into  the  service  for  years, 
perhaps  forever;  abandoning  the  pursuits  of  civil 
life  by  which  they  subsisted  and  betaking  them- 
selves to  arms  as  a  profession.  This  profession 
wa^  not  by  their  own  act.  but  by  the  act  of  Gov- 
ernment suddenly  and  unexpectedly  taken  from 
them,  and  they  were  turned  upon  the  world  with- 
out occupation,  many  of  them  penniless  and  in 
debt.  It  was  right,  it  was  just,  that  a  provision 
should  be  made  which  would  enable  them  to  sub- 
sist until  they  could  find  employment,  it  was  the 
more  so  in  a  country  where  there  was  no  pension 
list,  no  hotel  of  invalids;  it  was  on  this  principle 
that  all  Governments  had  made  liberal  and  gen- 
erous provision  for  disbanded  officers;  it  was  on 
this  principle  that  the  Old  Congress  had  made 
provision  for  the  disbanded  officers  o{  the  Revo- 
lution. The  provision  proposed  was  far  from  a  lib- 
eral provision,  but  it  was  better  than  nothing;  it 
was  a  provision  in  land  and  net  in  money  ;  because 
It  was  believed  to  be  mo.-e  convenient  to  the  Gov- 
ernment to  give  land  than  money.     He  hoped 
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\  \K\  the  House  woitld  never  tliink  of  disbandiog  I 
%  iC  Army  without  ipakiDg' some  provision. 
,    Secondly. -The  m(>de  of  reduction.    There  were  ! 
iree  modes  of  reducing  the  Army  ;  the  first  was,  j 
\  I  relainingtn  service  all  the  regiments,  reducing  I 
I,  >tb  oflBcers  jind  raeij — the  skeletons  of  regiments  1 
\   tng  preservvd.  it  wiyuld  only  be  necessary  on  any 
f  aergency  ciimpelling  a  resort  to  arms,  to  fill  up  j 
i(  )d  supply;  Jhe  second  mode  was,  by  reducing  ' 
0  e  number  <ii  regiriienls  one-half  or  one-third, 
fr  d  reducing  at  the  «ame  time  both  officers  and 
ri<  ^u  of  each  regiment,  but  so  reducing  the  officers 
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alto  retain  ar^ufficieut  number  of  field,  and  com- 
p  ;]y,  and  sta^  officers  to  enable  the  Government  j 
c    the  recurrftnce  of  .war  to  double  the  number  of  j 
r»  riraents,  giving  loe«ich  regiment  an  experienced 
0   leer  of  the  various  grades  ;  the  tnird  mode  was.  ' 
tl  •  consolidation  anJ  reduction  proposed  by  the  I 
b|  1,  the  effect;  of  whrch  was,  to  reduce  the  Army  ! 
tftfthe  old   Pence   Eaablishment.     It  was  hoped  I 
tl^t  the  Huu^e  would  consider  the  reduction  to  ' 
thousand  ps  the  lowest   possible  reduction  ;  it  1 
uld  reduce'the  expen.se  of  the  Military  Eslab-  ' 
iraenl  to  a- mere  trifle  compared  with  the  war  ' 
lendilare.   'He  would  give  the  estimaie,  which 
uld  show  t?iat  the  innual  expense  would  be  less  j 
tj^n  three  millions : 
1*)00  men,  «t$200  e«ch         -         .         -$2,000,000  1 


2  major  generals  and  aids 

4  brigadiev  genera^  and  aid«     • 

H  coloneU.'        -     .    - 

14  lieutenant  colonjjis 
Jl28  captainiv        -  - 

28  first  lieutenants  1    -         -         .         . 

2H  second  IJeutenaijts 

18  third  lieutenant*;  (artillery,)  - 

28  ensigns  •        .     !   - 

.-         1       i 

<•        -     '   - 
rip  equipage;        -         -         .         .         . 
luine  and  l^gpiul  stores     - 
Q.»>rtermastrr\    stores,    fuel,    stationery, 
r*w,  and  lr.uisportaiion 

*  f 


12,900 
14,500 
13,000 
20,000 
84,000 
78,000 
70,000 
23,600 
60,764 


2.376,764 
100,000  i 
60,000 
30,000 


100,000 
$•2,666,764 

Jlakiog  an  aggregate  expense  of  two  millions 
;,i^  hundred  tltousand  dollars.  The  actual  expen- 
dijire  would,  jie  wasiconvinced.  fall  short  of  the 
cs|raate;  tlie;uar  cqst  of  a  soldier,  completely 
*t|ipped  and  /urnisVd,  was  three  hundred  and 
U  Ju  dollars  pjjr  annum  ;  the  peace  cost  was  only 
ox|  hundred  »ad  nin«ty  dollars  per  annum,  but 
il  w  set  It  down  at  two  hundred  dollars  per 
|D|q;  besides,  lihe  estimate  .supposed  that  the  corps 
fr.ljld  always;  be  ful^  which  would  seldom  or 
[er  happt- ri,  Jind  the'quanlity  of  camp  equipage, 
^ital  stores'and  qutistermaster's  stores  on  hand, 
ild,  for  the  Jirst  ye^ r  or  two,  make  a  considera- 
deduction  Jrom  those  items.  With  these  ob- 
iaiions  he  would  i,ubmit  the  subject  for  the 
^ysion  of  the; House,  j 

^Ir- P'CKEHi^c.  saidi  he  should  be  glad  to  know  ! 

tlisposed  of;  where  it 
3d  how  employed.  He 
le  reasons  why  so  large 


'  dt^sion  of  ihe» House, 

I  /ir.  PiCKEHific.  said-jhe  s 

i  hiX  this  forc*^  was  19  be 

I  wi    to    be  stationed^  and 

f  »hoald  be  giaiito  hea<  the 


a  number  of  men  were  to  be  employed,  as.  Im 

said,  the  reasons  iu  favor  of  so  large  a  force  had 
not  been  such  as  to  satisfy  him.     If  any  detailed 
statement  on  these  points  were  afforded,  he  said 
the   House  would  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  the  course  proposed. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  the  committee  had  no  such 
detailed  statement ;  but,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
the  troops  would  be  stationed  at  the  various  posui 
and  garrisons  in  the  United  States,  and  wherever 
their  services  would  appear  to  be  best  applied. 

Mr.  Desha  said,  duty  impelled  him  to  make  a 
motion  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Committee,  as  to 
the  number  of  the  Army  necessary  to  be  kept  up 
for  a  Peace  Establishment.     Although   he  had 
always  been  in  favor  of  the  greatest  number  pro- 
posed in  time  of  war,  because  he  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  relieve  the  militia  from  being  harassed 
by  draujrhts.  yet  he  was  not  in  favor  of  a  large 
Peace  Establishment.     He  therefore    moved    to 
strike  out  the  word  ten  and   insert  fix.     He  be- 
lieved  six  thousand  to  be  sufficient  for  all  purposes 
in  time  of  peace;  we  have  no  use  for  a  regular 
army  in  time  of  peace,  but  for  the  purpose  of  keen- 
ing  up  the  frontier  garrisons,  and  to  take  care  of 
the  arms,  Ac.— then  how  many  garrisons  will  it 
be  necessary  to  keep  up?  not  exceeding  twentv- 
hve  or  thirty.     Indeed  he  believed   thirty  to  be 
the  extent  ol  the  number  we  have,  and  will  not 
one  hundred  be  sufficient,  on  an  average,  to  each 
garrison  ?     He  said  some  would   require  perhaps 
more  than  a  hundred,  but  others  would  not  require 
more  than   twenty-five  or  thirty  men— then  sup- 
posing theaverage  to  be  one  hundred  and  the  nurn- 
ber  ol  garrisons  thirty,  which  will  be  the  extent 
you  will  require  but  three  thousand  for  garrison 
purpose;  then, admitting  the  amendmentsucceed.s 
you  will  have  three  thousand  to  go  on.  supposing 
the  number  always  to  be  complete,  but  which  is 
not  to  be  presumed.     Then  where  is  the  necessity 
of  keeping   up    ten    thousand  ?     Gentlemen    tell 
you  It  IS  necessary  as  a  security  against  imposi- 
tion from  foreign  Powers.     Mr.  D.  said  we  have 
a  better  security  than  ten.  or  even  fifty,  thousand 
regulars.     The  yeoraanrv  of  the  country  is  the 
great  security;  and  circumstances  have  proven  in 
this  war  that  the  militia  and    volunteers  of  the 
country,  when  well   officered   and   managed,  are 
able  lor  the  best  veteran  troops  of  Britain,  which 

It  .  T  '  *  '"^J^'^'  °^  P"'^^-  ^^^^^^  't  proves 
that  there  is  no  necessity  of  keeping  up  a  large 

nirJ"!?  "'^'^  '."  ""'^  °^P*'«'^*'-  Hela.d  the  peo- 
ple had  suffered  privations  of  every  description 
Mnce  the  declaration  of  war,  and 'would  have 
borne  as  much  more   if  it  had  been  necessary. 

But  if  all  the  taxes  are  to  be  ri  vetted  on  them  for 

i,.^J;'Zr°'^^^'P/"^  "P'"S^  standing  armies 
in  time  of  peace,  what  have  they  gamed  by  their 

lion  of  having  decently  drubbed  the  enemy  in 
many  instances.  We  have  gotten  through  the 
war-peace  is  coocluded-ihe  first  consideration 
in  ray  estimation  is  to  curtail  our  expenses,  and 
by  which  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  people 
it  IS  proven,  that  the  militia  of  the  country  are 


1201 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1202 


PSBBUABT,  1815. 


Military  Peace  EttablishmetU. 


H.  opR. 


capable  at  all  times  at  least  of  defensive  opera- 
tions, consequently  will  not  be  willing  to  pay 
heavy  taxes,for  the  purpose  of  keeping  largestand- 
ing  armies.  We  have  boasied  that  a  well  organ- 
ized militia  was  the  bulwark  of  our  liberty,  and 
recent  circumstances  have  proved  it  to  be  a  fact; 
then  where  is  the  necessity  of  going  into  a  mea- 
sure that  is  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  our 
Government  ?  But  it  is  said  that  ten  thousand 
regular  forces  are  necessary  to  keep  the  hostile 
Indians  of  the  West  in  check.  Mr.  D.said  regu- 
lars were  not  the  kind  of  force  the  best  adapted 
to  Indian  warfare;  the  Western  riflemen  were 
the  best  calculated  to  chastise  the  insolence  of 
the  Indians.  There  will  be  no  difficulty,  if  it  be- 
comes nece*.sary,  to  obtain  a  sufficiency  of  volun- 
teer riflemen  from  the  West  to  keep  the  Indians 
in  check.  They  are  the  kind  of  force  that  the 
Indians  are  afraid  of;  they  care  vt-ry  little  for  your 
regular  musketry.  But  it  is  said  to  be  impru- 
dent to  reduce  the  regular  Army  much  till  the 
British  give  up  our  garrisons.  Sir.  we  have  pos- 
session of,  and  have  garrisons  on  their  territory  ; 
we  have  also  possession  of  two  of  the  lakes.  It 
is  presumed  that  the  garrisons  on  each  s'lde  will 
be  given  up  simultaneously.  He  said  he  believed 
there  was  00  danger  but  they  would  etve  up  the 
garrisons  and  be  glad  to  be  off  so.  They  will  not 
run  the  risk  of  having  their  veteran  troops  again 
chastised  by  the  militia.  Mr.  D.  said,  the  best 
security  was,  that  the  enemy  know  that  we  have 
nearly  a  million  of  militia,  composed  of  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  country,  whoare  willingat  all  times 
to  protect  their  rights  as  becomes  freemen. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  hoped  that  the  moiion  of 
his  friend  from  Kentucky  would  not  obtain.  To 
reduce  the  Army  at  this  time  to  six  thousand, 
said  he,  appears  tu  me  to  be  premature,  while 
the  forces  of  Great  Britain  are  yet  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, and  hovering  on  our  coast.  I  think  it 
should  not  be  reduced  to  less  than  ten  thousand, 
the  number  reported  by  the  committee,  and  in- 
deed, sir,  a  larger  number  would  meet  my  appro- 
bation. It  will  be  recollected,  that  there  are  sev- 
eral executory  articles,  the  delivery  of  posts,  Ac, 
and  in  this  posture  of  our  affairs  we  ought  to 
move  with  caution.  The  Kings  and  Emperors  ol 
Europe,  it  will  be  recollected,  are  now  at  Vienna 
distributing  the  spoils  of  their  confederation,  the 
petty  dominions  of  the  Continent,  and  may  not 
do  It  so  as  to  effect  a  general  peace.  They  too 
have  yet  large  armies.  We  ought  not  to  forget 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  the  immediate  breach 
of  It,  although  I  have  little  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  peace,  and  hope  it  may 
be  permanent.  But,  had  she  been  insincere  at  the 
time,  I  am  confident  that  the  disaster  her  troops 
have  sustained  at  New  Orleans  would  be  a  per- 
fect panacea  of  her  war  spirit  against  the  United 
States.  I  hope  my  friend  will  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, upon  its  being  considered  that  leu  thousand 
men  was  the  Peace  Establishment  in  1808,  and 
then  met  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  that 
the  Administration  at  this  time  have  advised  a 
much  larger  number.  The  Indians  may  not  feel 
disposed  to  be  at  peace  with  us,  although  I  have 


the  strongest  grounds  to  hope  they  will,  as  I  have 
always  believed  that  they  were  pressed  into  the 
war  by  the  British,  and  that,  as  they  were  now  at 
peace  with  us,  they  would  cease  their  excitements 
of  the  Indians  to  hostility  against  us.  and  that  the 
effect  will  cease  with  the  cause. 

Mr.  Desha  declined  withdrawing  his  motion. 

Mr.  Sharp  said,  he  should  have'been  gratified 
had  the  Military  Committee  given  the  House 
some  statement  of  what  number  of  troops  would 
be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  garrisons  at  the  dif- 
ferent posts.  He  should  like  to  know  the  num- 
ber estimated  by  the  Executive,  as  necessary  for 
that  purpose.  U  ten  thousand  men  were  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  he  would  vote  them;  but 
he  was  unwilling  to  vote  a  single  man  for  any 
other  purpose.  For  the  purposes  of  war  a  stand- 
ing army  often  thousand  men  was  nothing — for 
a  PeaceEstablishnient.five  thousand  wereenough. 
The  way  to  support  the  military  character,  and  to 
propagate  and  preserve  military  science,  he  con- 
ceived, was  by  a  liberal  establishment  of  military 
schools,  dec.  Education  make^  soldiers.  Our 
old  army,  the  officers  of  which  had  generally 
been  so  long  in  service,  had.  he  said,  made  no 
considerable  figure  during  the  late  war;  its  offi- 
cers had  been  generally  eclipsed  by  those  of 
later  appointment.  The  officers  of  a  Peace  Es- 
tablishment were  by  their  habits  fitted  to  com- 
mand on  garrison  duty,  but  were  frequently  mere 
drones  ;  11  was  in  times  of  exigency,  that  talents 
and  intrepidity  were  called  to  the  standard  of  their 
country,  and  not  in  time  of  peace,  when  there 
was  so  little  in  the  military  life  attractive  to  a 
man  of  spirit  and  enterprise.  Mr.  S.  said,  unless 
It  should  be  proved  tohim,  that  ten  thousand  men 
were  necessary  for  garrison  duty,  he  should  vote 
in  favor  of  five  thousand,  which  he  believed  to  be 
sufficient.  In  time  of  peace,  he  believed  no  gen- 
tleman would  employ  our  soldiers  in  opening 
roads,  or  making  canals,  as  the  Romans  did  theirs  ; 
they  could  therefore  perform  no  labor  or  serrice, 
unless  It  was  in  building  forts,  repairing  g  .rrisons, 
or  mere  military  parade.  As  to  what  might  be  the 
disposition  of  our  late  enemy,  five,  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  men  more  or  less  would  not  put  us  in  a 
better  situation  to  enforce  our  rights  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  than  we  are  now 
in.  A  decided  course  on  the  part  of  those  who 
administer  the  Government,  a  proper  use  of  their 
resources  of  men  aud  money,  would  put  them  in 
a  very  short  time  in  a  condition  to  wage  war,  if  it 
ever  again  became  necessary,  and  would  secure 
them  the  respectof  those Powersdisposed  to  invade 
our  rights.  Meanwhile,  as  things  now  stand,  we 
ought  to  curtail  our  expenses,  and  husband  our 
resources.  This  is  a  Government  of  the  people, 
and,  to  carry  them  with  you,  the  burdens  you  im- 
pose on  them  should  be  made  as  light  as  possible. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  felt  as  much  as  any  one  the  value 
of  the  services  rendered  by  our  army  ;  he  admired 
as  much  as  any  one  the  brilliant  achievements 
by  the  talents  of  our  officers  and  the  bravery  of 
the  soldiers.  That  character  had  been  principally 
acquired  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  was  not  to  be  supported  by  the  extent  of  the 
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To  keep  op  iq  arnriy  often  thousand  men  would 
he  said,  be  an  useless  and  unnecessary  expense.  ' 
The  question  on  reducing  the  number  from  ten 
to  SIX  thousand,  was  then  taken  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

One  section  of  the   bill,  provides   that  "from 

and  after  the  first  day  of  April   next,  or  as  soon 

_  _.._  ....    ,  thereafter  as  circumstances  may  permit,"  thisact 

0  the  world  at  large,  though  I  shall   take  effect,  and  the  supernumerary  officers 

irapropnety  be  read    by  every    and  men  be  discharged.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made  to  substitute  for  the  above 
quoted  words,  the  words  "  as  soon  as  the  necessa- 
ry arrangements  can  be  made." 

Mr.  L0WNDE8  opposed  the  motion.  He  sug- 
gested that  It  would  be  extremely  imprudent  to 
direct  that  as  soon  as  the  mere  mechanical  ar- 
rangements could  be  made,  the  whole  array  should 
be  disbanded.  It  would  be  the  first  time,  he  be- 
lieved, any  such  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
a  nation  on  the  insiant^of  a  conclusion  of  a  peace. 
Suppose  any  difficulty  should  occur  in  the  evac- 
uation of  the  posts  held  by  the  late  enemy  on  our 
territory— there  is  no  man  who  would  not  say  a 
discretion  to  retain  the  array  in  being  in  such  a 
case  ought  not  to  be  left  with  the  Executive.  He 


[jeace 

^ut  ra      .   ^,  ...,  ^._^ 

'    ji-'ry  acadeni^ical  ins;^ifutions  throughout  thecoun- 
*  '■*£/,  <tc. 

Mr.  TroUp  slateU  that  the  Military  Committee 
Idd  receivecj  from  the  War  Department,  yester- 
Ly.  a  comuiunication,  which,  in  its  material 
Lirt<,  was  a  loufideniial  communication,  and  im- 
proper to  be  fxpos 

might  wi'hout        ,      ^ ^ 

^icmber  of  t)»e  House;  and.  if  the  House  though^t 
^2  of  sufficient  importance  to  go  into  secret  s'es- 
toa  00  the  sfjbjeci,  they  might  do  so.  and  it  could 
^•read.  TUe  communication,  he  said,  expressed 
[as  decided  terms  as  could  be  used,  the  opinion 
Ui  a  certaiA  amount  of  military  force  ought  to 
I- retained.  Mr.  T.  then  quoted  a  part  of  the 
Jtssage  recr-mmen(3ing  the  retention  of  twenty 
^ousand  men  on  tli^  Military  Establishment. 
jMr.  PoTTgR  said  be  hoped  the  motion  now 
[tiding  to  jeduce  the  Army  to  six  thousand 
I'juld  prevail,  and  wished  that  the  gentleman 
moved  tp  reduce  the  Army  to  two  thousand 
lien.  Ten  tjiousand  men,  he  said,  were  nothing 
the  purpwes  of  war,  but  quite  enough  to  gar'^ 


,■      •  ^7    .       — ="  »"'  ^  vui;iii  iiui  lu  ue  leii  w  in  trie  fc^xecutive    He 

n  the  pos  son  the  seaboard   during  a  time  of    would  not  wish  the  Government  so  .mperiouslv 
ce.     We  ;l.d  not  want  more  for  the  latter  ob-    bound  by  law.  that,  no  matter  what  un«nected 

°anTa?:r  "a"rded"he"  Sta^'  h'^'  "'"'^'  T  '  T-^-V -^^t  anse.  it  would  be  corapeRed    0 
and  as  regarded  the   Slate  he  represented,    drop   this  force  from   its   hands.      He   therefore 

I      "T  f'^'""-     ^'  '°  '^'  f^^'"'''  '^  ^'  ,  ''^°"g^^^  'h"«^  ^'^^  a°  obvious  improprietv  in  the 
by  a  r+ealy  o^  commerce,  to-day  was  the    proposed  amendment  'mpropriety  in  the 


mciiet 
■  »^|t  time  he  Jiad  evtr  heard  it  was  necessary  to 
.kjyp  up  an  a»my,  to  induce  a  nation  to  make  a 
,&^d  bargair*'  with  jou.  We  stand  on  equal 
•ggound  in  relation  to  a  commercial  treaty;  and 
,iW  Great  Britain  should  not  see  tit  to   make  one 

1^  would  not  jigree  lb  fight  her  for  it.  If  the  ob- 
;j|j:ts  for  whicjh  we  vrent  to  war  are  not  attained 

a^d,  instead  cjf  settling  them  in  a  treaty  of  peace' 

tjjey  are  res'?ijved  to  quarrel  about  in  a  treaty  of 
;<ipimerce.  wj  have  gone  to  war  for  nothin<T,and 
jtjpde  peace  ^  vain..  He  hoped  and  believed  it 
;^s  the  muti^l  inieiest  of  ihe  two  nations  to  be 
;iCrpeace,  andito  hav«  a  good  commercial  treaty. 
•Ifhad  been  Slid  that  twenty  thousand  men  would 

C*«t   less  tha^.   six   millions.     We   have    Mr  P 


The  motion  above  stated  was  then  withdrawn 
by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Pickering  said,  if  this  discretion  was  left 
in  the  bill,  Its  provisions  would  be  nearly  nugato- 
ry.    When  will  circumstances  admit  of  disb°and- 
ing  the  Army,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  cren- 
ileraan  from   South    Carolina?     Something^had 
been  said  of  the  unsettled  state  of  Europe.  "But 
suppose  war   to  arise   in    Europe— shall  we    not 
thereby  be  more   than  ever   secured   against  war 
on   our  shores?      Surely   no  gentleman    in    the 
House  could    believe   there  was  any  danger  of  a 
renewal  of  the  war  we  had  just  terminated ;  and, 
if  not,  why  not  reduce  the  Army  so  soon  as  ar- 
7"'  /'*   ..I....U.JS.      »ve   nave,  .VI r.  i'.     rangements  for   that  purpose  can    be  maH*.  ?     If 

Sfofl"retn%rrc;  M7pTa7^r"i    "    "'"'  ""^  "",•""".  bes.ilffur.her  burdened  ^7™" 
p|^urdeoM,4Z  people  .hao  fo' ke  1'   °p   l.|l        mT'p  \uT"°  ""'?'"  '"  '"""' 

We  influence  with  the  British  or  any  other  na-    preferred    tCpnurTk        r^     con^dered,   he  had 
4n,  if  It  had  i>lenty  of  monev.  w.thoJ.  «'!' °t     fh!   pltl'^c^^.^^  ^"  ^^ .  'en    thousand    men  for 


o'l*    if  ,,  u    II  c "1  "'"'^f  "«-  preierre< 

;{i|n.  II  It  had  j)lenty  of  money,  without  an  army,  the   Peace   Establishm^nf       Tk-,.  k       uj 

i^4^'h^°".'^-^*^« '^  "  ^^^«  P^e^sed  for  money  been  to  ('  .'*^"^.^'"'^"'-      That    number    had 

We  had  derived  some 


P^^rience  frop   t'he  war  just  closed    wh'chh^d     ^L^rn"         TV  '°^  "'''  '^""''^  ^^  '°  «="''»'' 
^p   begun   ;?rthout   moniv  and  without   mt   ,  In!  f^l'^"^^^^^  '<■>  believed 


JM'p  begun  vfithout  money  and  without  men. 
T^*  re-establiphment  of  the  credit  of  the  nation 
•Wft^'d  beof  intich  more  importance  to  the  nation 
%^)U\d  It  again  be  involved  in  war.  than  the  sup- 
p<>|of  a  standing  array  in  the  interval  of  peace. 


4: 


one  thousand  men  sufficient  for  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment, he  would  vote  to  reduce  it  to  that  num- 
ber; but  in  the  present  state  of  things,  and  in  the 
actual  situation  of  the  country,  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  entitled 
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to  much  weight.  To  leave  a  discretion  with  the 
Executive,  may  do  the  nation  much  good,  and 
cannot  do  it  much  harm.  Have  we,  said  Mr.  B.. 
confidence  in  the  Executive  that  he  will  do  his 
duty  ;  that  he  will,  if  the  discretion  be  confided 
to  him,  do  what  is  right  ?  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  be  will.  How  then  will  the  case  stand  ? 
On  this  obvious  and  correct  ground  :  If  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  warrant  the  disband- 
ment,  it  will  take  place.  If  not,  the  reduction 
will  not  and  ought  not  to  take  place.  With  re- 
gard to  the  European  conflict,  that,  Mr.  B.  appre- 
heniled,  the  Executive  would  not  take  into  the 
inquiry  as  to  the  expediency  of  disbanding  the 
Army  ;  but,  there  were,  by  the  treaty,  posts  mutu- 
ally to  be  restored.  There  was  an  army  of  the 
British  Government  now  in  Canada  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  or  thirty-five  thousand  strong,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  withdrawn  from  our  lines,  as 
well  as  the  blockading  squadrons  from  our  coast. 
He  hoped  that  all  the  articles  of  the  treaty  would 
be  faithfully  executed  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government,  as  he  knew  they  would  be  on  the 
part  of  the  American.  But  we  have  had  expe- 
rience on  the  conclusion  of  l\^e  former  war,  which 
teaches  us  that  these  expect.ilions  may  be  disap- 
pointed. We  know  that  the  posts  on  the  frontier 
were  not  delivered  up,  and  other  articles  were  not 
complied  with  of  a  treaty  entered  into  with  as 
much  solemnity  as  this;  that,  from  1783  to  1794, 
one  of  our  posts  was  not  delivered  up.  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  was  anxious  to  pare  down  ttie  expenses 
of  the  Government  to  the  least  possible  sura, 
compatible  with  the  interest  and  security  of  the 
Governiuent ;  but,  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  peace  having  terminated  with  a  nation 
with  whom  we  once  before  made  a  treaty,  por- 
tions of  which  treaty  (about  which  there  could 
be  no  difficulty  of  construction)  had  not  been 
complied  with  for  from  four  to  eleven  years,  there 
could  not  be  any  possible  objection  to  vesting  a 
discretionary  power  in  the  Executive  in  regard 
to  a  disbandment  of  the  Army.  On  this  simple 
proposition,  truth  and  propriety  were  stamped  on 
Its  lace;  if  the  situation  of  the  country  justifies 
disbandment.  it  will  take  place;  if  it  does  not, 
the  Army  will  not.  because  it  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
banded. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  having  moved  to 
amend  the  clause  above  stated,  by  striking  out 
the  words  '•  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
April"— 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  he  was  certainly  as  much  dis- 
posed as  any  other  man  to  repose  confidence  in 
the  present  Executive;  but  he  was  unwilling 
to  repose  in  any  Executive  a  power  to  decide  al^ 
solutely  so  important  a  question  as  that  of  the 
disbandment  of  an  army.  As  the  bill  was  re- 
porlcd,  a  fair  limit  was  given  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive,  by  enacting  that,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable after  a  given  day,  the  Array  should  be  dis- 
banded :  but,  were  the  amendment  adopted,  it 
would  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive, 
whether  the  Army  should  be  disbanded  at  all. 
Mr.  E.  said,  it  was  that  to  which  he  objected. 
If  the  arguments  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Barbodr) 


were  correct,  we  ought  to  keep  up  the  Army  for 
another  year,  because,  before  the  late  enemy  gives 
up  the  territory  in  his  possession,  the  boundary 
lines  must  be  ascertained  and  run  by  commis- 
sioners. Mr.  E.  iaid,  he  was  opposed  to  commit- 
ting the  reduction  of  the  Army  entirely  to  the 
Executive,  for  very  obvious  reasons  ;  because  the 
House  already  knew  what  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Executive.  A  part  of  a  paper  had  been  read 
Irora  that  department  of  the  Government,  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  keep  up  the 
skeleton  of  an  army,  consisting  of  twenty  thou- 
sand men.  Can  the  Executive  then,  consistently 
with  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  retain  a  force 
of  twenty  thousand  men.  reduce  the  Array  to  six 
thousand,  if  the  matter  be,  as  proposed,  entirely 
submitted  to  his  discretion  ?  If  the  amendment 
does  not  prevail,  the  President  will  be  compelled, 
on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  unless  some  new 
circumstance  occurs,  to  disband  all  the  Array  ex- 
cept six  thousand  men.  Whilst  upon  this  sub- 
ject, Mr.  E  said,  he  would  state  to  the  Committee 
that  he  believed  it  of  great  importance  that  the 
Military  Establishment  should  be  confined  within 
narrow  limits.  Whilst  the  war  continued,  he 
was  as  willing  as  any  member  to  make  every 
exertion  to  support  the  contest  in  which  we  were 
engaged.  But  the  war  having  now  terminated, 
gloriously  as  he  thought  to  the  American  charac- 
ter, we  ought  at  once  to  reduce  our  expenses  as 
low  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  public  in- 
terest, and  to  prepare  to  relieve  the  people  from 
the  burdens  imposed  upon  them.  If,  during  the 
present  session.  Congress  did  not  reduce  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment  within  reasonable  limits,  the 
people  would  in  vain  look  for  a  reduction  or  re- 
peal of  the  taxes  in  the  next  year.  Nothing  but 
an  immediate  reduction  of  the  Army  could  in- 
sure that  object.  Every  dollar  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Naval  Establishment,  must,  during 
the  present  year,  be  borrowed.  To  show  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  position,  Mr.  E.  made  the  follow- 


ing statement : 


Receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  ihe  year  1815. 


From  custotnii 

Direct  tax 

internal  duties,  old  and  new,  and  post- 

«ge  - 

Sales  on  public  lands  .         •         •         . 
Incidental  receipts       .         -         -         . 


Expenditures  for  1815, 

Civil  list 

Intereet  and  reimbursement  of  the  old 
debt,  unredeemed,  which  amounted 
on  the  3l8t  December,  1814,  to  39,- 
905,183  60 

Interest  on  the  funded  debt  since  the 
present  war,  on  the  Slst  December, 
1814,  amounted  to  $48,580,812 

Treasury  notes  falling  due  within  the 
year  1814,  and  on  the  first  January, 
1816       ....-- 


$6,500,000 
2,600,000 

8,000,000 

1,000,000 

200,000 


$16,703,097  00 


$18,200,000 

$1,949,285  54 

A 

CJ 

3,753,811   46 

1 

3,000,000  00 

1 

-^ 

% 

8,000,000  00 

I 

[i 


i- 


111 


I 
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JJThich,  tak^a   from  S13,:^00,000.  the  amount  of 
•hie  receipts;  will  leave  the  sum  of  $1,496  902.  be- 
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og  the  surilus  of  the  revenue  after' paying' the 
;ivil  list,  thp  debt,  and  Treasury  notes  due  id  1815 


t 

^pd  1816— (^rery thing  appropriated  for  the  Army 
jod  Navy  must  of  course  in  some  form  or  other 
L«>  borroweci 

JjFrom  th.^statement  it  appears  that  the  whole 
Jiceipisfor  t)e  year  1815  exceed  the  expenditure 
^^r  the  civil jlist,  and  the  payment  of  the  debt,  in- 
puding  the  tTreasury  notes  reimburseable  durin^r 
I'lie  present  ^ear,  and  on  the  first  of  Januarv,  1816 
"*  the  sum  d  $l,4aS,902,  which  is  not  more  than 
ight  to   be;left  ip   the  Treasury.     Everything, 
erefore,  ap»iropnated  for  the  war  and  Navy  must 
^    borrowed.    It  thr-  Army  is  reduced  to  ten  thou- 
ynd,    the   expenses,  including  the    fortifications 
|iramenceil^wiil  probably  amount  to  $4,600,000  ; 
U  which  adH  $2,000,000,  a  :iura  necessary  for  ad- 
JlJncing  thfffe  months'  pay  to  the  otficers  and  sol- 
Jj^rs,   and    iiaking    the  sum    necessary   fur    the 
.Vilitary  Esijablishr»ient  during  the  present  year, 
if600,00()— ^nd   supposing    the    naval    expendi- 
^es    to    be*  reduced    one-half,   viz:  S4  000.000. 
fcerc  will   b^  a  saving  on  the  military  and  naval 
Impend itures-  of  $2,000,000.      The  chairman   of 
Military. Coranr^ittee   has,  I  think,  estimated 
expenJtiure  of  the  Military  department  too 
W— three  |/undred  dollars  per  man  is  as  low  as 
.ever  has  b.-^n.  even  in  the  most  favorable  period 
^peace.     iVtr.  E.  said,  he  would  have  been  satis- 
,  ^4l  at  the  prVsent  moment,  until  our  affairs  were 
.  .^iilfd,   to   ki-ep   ihr  old    Peace    Establishment. 
^  thousand;     As,  however,  a  majority  had  pro- 
;  l^uDced  in  f>vor  of  six  thousand,  he  thoufrht  it 
ir<>uld  save  ^1,200.000,  and  atford  additional  se- 

•  C'itfity  for  taking  oflTthe  taxes  at  the  next  session 
^  «i<Uongress.  J 

The  revenue  from  commerce  daring  1816.  will 

t>bdbly    yie<d  SlOpOO.OOe— and   supposing    the 

rJpend.turei^uriD?  that  year  to  be  the  same  for 

.^  civil  list  ^and  ite  debt  as  during  the   present 

■nr,  and  thanhere  ijvill  be  reimbursed  during  that 

nod  $10,000,000  of  Treasury  notes,  the  expen- 

♦ures  for  ihr  next  year  will  exceed  the  revenue 

|<»ni   commerce,   eiclusive  of  the   military  and 

ivai  expenditure,  by  a  sum  of  §2.000,000.      This 

tement  .Uws  the  necessity  of  an  immediate 

laction  of  ^ur  expenditures,  onle«  we  mean  to 

KJrpetuate  a  system  of  taxes  on  the  people.  Mr. 
;  W.  ?aid.  he  was  decidedly  in   favor  of  reducincr 

«^  "Pfoditirres  within  such  limits  as  to  enable 

•  Ji  to  take  off.ihe  ta*es  during  the  next  session  of 
tf.ngress. 

»Mr.   JACKs<>pr.  of.  Virginia,  quoted   the  laws, 

Lr      ',"  !^'^*'  '^"^  disbanding  the  army  then  au- 

ilil'       .  r.-    ^^'*'-    '*"^'    *    ^'^^   '0   «f»ow,    that 

W^.^i'. .     P"*^'^" '^'^  intended  that  Mr.  Adams 

's»|^uld  discha.ge  the  army,  the  terrors  of  French 


li^as.on  having  subsided,  yet  they  u.sed  the  terms 
j  .^^thorize  ac^  empower."  which  necessarily  im- 
iKr  f  J's«r'?Von  'n  the  Executive.  He  d\4  not 
■  iqiV"'^.  °y  his^^mendment.  to  enlarge  that  discre- 
jljjy;  but  if  Jt  were  practicable  to  discharge 
;syrt«e  of  the  soldiers  l>efore  the  first  of  April,  now 
j«j^<he   placti.;  wher«  they  were   recruited,  and 

]%  !       ■ 

It:  i 


who,  by  the  terms  of  their  eolistmeot,  were  enti- 
tled to  a  discharge  at    the  end  of  the   war    he 
wished  it  might  be  done,  as  he  could  not  see  the 
neces.^iiy  of  marching  them  one  or  two  hundred 
miles,  at  the  public  expense,  to  the  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, there  to  discharge  them.     He  concurred 
entirely  with  his  friend  (Mr.  Eppes)  in  the  opin- 
ion, that  there  was  no  necessity  for   keeping  up 
so  large  a  Peace  Establishment  as  the  bill  origi- 
nally contemplated.     Gentlemen  referred  to  the 
state  of  the  world,  to  the  force  of  the  British  on 
our  borders,  and  to  the  unadjusted  territorial  and 
commercial    claims    of    the    United    States   and 
Great  Britain,  as  affording  an  argument  in  favor 
of  a  larger  number.     No  species  of  reasoning,  he 
said,  was  more  plausible  or  more  fallacious;  it 
was    the   doctrine   of  those  who   favored    large 
standing  armies,  and   which   had   enslaved  ooe- 
hall  of  the  world.     If  we  kept  up  an  army  until 
the  affairs  of  Europe  were  adjusted,  he  contended 
we  would  have  a  standing  army  riretted  upon  us 
forever.     They  have  not  been  settled  for  the  last 
hundred  years,  and  may  not  be  for  the  hundred 
to  come.     He  had  no  idea  of  an  armed  neutrality; 
of  maintaining  an  ymy  during  peace,  as  was  the' 
practice,  and  perhaps  the  duty,  of  the  continental 
States,  whose  dominions  were  separated  only  br 
mathematical  lines,  or  small  rivers,  over  which 
bridges    might  easily   be   thrown.     He    thanked 
God  no  nation  could  bridge  the  Atlantic,  to  retch 
our  shores.     He  would  rather  rely  on  the  militia 
to  repel  sudden  invasion   than   keep  up  a  force 
enervated  by  the  inactivity  of  a  camp  in  time  of 
peace— a  moth  on   the  public    Treasury,  eating 
out  the  substance  of  the  people,  and  requiring  the 
payment  of  heavy  taxes.     Six  thousand  men.  he 
believed  to  be  as  many  as  were  necessary  for  a 
peace  establishment;  and  while  he  would    not 
by  a  peremptory  provision,  require  the  President' 
without   reference   to  circumstances,  to  disband 
the  Array,  neither  would  he  keep  up  a  large  mill- 
tary  force,  to  insure  a  due  respect  to  our  ri^^hts 
or  interests,  as  likely  to  be  affected  by  a  treaty  of 
commerce.     Such  a  treaty,  he  remarked,  is  in  its 
very  nature  a  matter  of  contract— of  reciprocal 
concession  and  advantage— and.  he  believed   we 
had   more  to  give  than  to  ask.     On  the  basis  of 
interest,  therefore,   we  might  rest    that  subject. 
It  was  true,  the  British  force  in  our  vicinity  was 
considerable;  but  he  contended,  that  keepin<T  up 
our  own,  and  predicating  that  act  upon  the'lact 
of  their   having  a  large  force,  would   have  the 
effect  of   retaining    theirs   for   a    longer   peiiod. 
for  It  might  be  retorted  by  them,  if  we  will  not 
conbde  in  the  good  faith  with  which  they  ratified 
the  treaty,  neither  will  they  confide  in  ours;  that 
those  who  distrust  the  motives  of  others,  gener- 
ally, are  actuated  by  unworthy  ones  themselves, 
and  therefore  we  are  not  to  be  trusted. 

Mr.  J  said,  he  did  believe  there  were  not  ten 
thousand  men  of  the  present  army  (perhaps  not 
SIX  thousand)  whom  the  Government  could  re- 
tain by  the  terms  of  their  enlistment  beyond  the 
time  necessary  for  their  regular  di.scharge,  they 
having  been  generally  enlisted  to  serve  during 
the  war  only;  for,  in  proportion  as  the  prospects 
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of  peace  brightened,  the  ranks  of  the  Army  bad 
been  filled,  many  men  having  enlisted  as  a  mat- 
ter of  speculation  to  obtain  the  bounties  of  land 
and  money.  Mr.  J.  said,  however,  as  there  was 
a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
amendment,  he  would  withdraw  it ;  and  he  did  so. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pearso.n,  the  word  "there- 
after" was  struck  out  of  the  clause  above  recited. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  add  cavalry  to  the 
quality  of  force  proposed  to  be  retained;  which 
motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Troop  and 
Stuart,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
section  enumerating  the  officers  of  each  regiment, 
by  inserting  one  lieutenant  colonel  and  two  ma- 
jors, in  lieu  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  one  major;  which  motion  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Troi'P,  and  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  in  consequence  of 
the  reduction  of  the  amount  of  force  proposed  to 
be  retained,  the  general  officers  were  also  reduced, 
from  two  major-generals  and  four  brigadier  gen- 
erals, to  one  major  general  and  two  brigadiers. 

Other  discussion  took  place  on  amendments, 
some  of  which  were  adopted,  and  others  nega- 
tived. 

The  hill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  24. 

Mr.  McKiM  and  Mr.  Hawes  presented  petitions 
from  sundry  distillers,  praying  for  a  diminution 
of  the  duty  on  spirits  distilled,  and  an  increase  of 
the  duty  on  distilled  spirits  imported  ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  Sharp  reported  without  amendment  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  fur  the  relief  of  Bowie  and 
Kurtz,  and  the  bill  wa."!  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancev.  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  all  the  subjects  which  have  been  referred 
to  them  at  the  present  session,  yet  unacted  on. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  sundry  papers  which  had  been 
referred  to  them  during  the  present  session,  which, 
in  consequence  of  peace,  they  had  thought  it  uo- 
neces^ary  to  act  on. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropria- 
tions lor  completing  ilie  public  building  for  the 
Military  Academy  at  We>t  Point,  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  limited  time  the  bill  to  e>iablish  trading 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  was  twice  read  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  to  alter  and  establish  certain  past  roads." 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  liie  Senate  have  passed  '"An  act  to  provide  for 
exploring  the  Chesapeake  bay  and  its  waters,  for 
the  purposes  ihereia  mentioned  ;''  "An  act  to  pro- 


Tide  for  the  ascertainiDgf  and  surveying  of  tlie 

boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  the  Creek 
Indians,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  "An  act  to 
repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned;"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Eppe8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  "to  place  more  effectually 
in  the  State  Courts  and  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  the  jurisdiction  in  the  cases  therein 
mentioned" — (in  cases  arising  under  the  internal 
revenue  laws) — which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  repeal  (in  certain  events)  the  dis- 
criminating duties  now  imposed  on  foreign  ton- 
nage, and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  moved  that  it  pass  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Seybert  said  this  was  a  subject  of  great 
importance,  in  which  his  constituents,  as  much 
asany  peopleof  theUoited  States. were  interested; 
that  it  came  into  the  House  at  too  late  a  period 
of  the  session  to  be  fully  discussed  and  maturely 
considered  ;  that,  when  heretofore  the  subject  had 
been  brought  before  the  Congress,  it  had  been 
opposed  by  petitions  from  various  quarters,  which 
would  not  now  appear,  because  no  .>.uch  measure 
was  expected  to  have  been  agitated  at  this  session. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Eppes  hoped  this  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. It  was  true,  on  former  occasions,  when 
this  subject  had  been  before  the  House,  it  had 
excited  some  sensibility  among  the  merchants; 
but  this  was  a  very  different  proposition  from  any 
which  had  before  been  agitated.  The  bill  pro- 
posed to  take  off  these  countervailing  duties  when 
other  nations  shall  adopt  corresponding  regula- 
tions. For  his  part,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  believed  we 
were  capable  of  building  vessels  as  cheaply,  per- 
haps more  cheaply,  than  any  country  on  earth, 
and  such  a  regulation  as  was  proposed,  if  recip- 
rocal, would  prove  highly  advantageous  to  our 
navigation,  dice. 

Mr.  Seybert  interrupted  Mr.  Eppes  by  a  with- 
drawal of  his  motion  to  postpone  the  bill,  and  it 
was,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Eppes,  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House   resumed   the  consideration  of  tbc 
i  report  of  the   Committee  of   the   Whole  on  the 
'  bill  fixing   the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  reducing  the  force 
to  be  retained,  from  ten  to  six  thousand  men, 
there  arose  an  animated  and  deeply  interesting 
debate. 

Mr.  Hopkins  rose  to  oppose  the  proposed  re- 
duction. We  had  just  emerged  from  a  war  of 
no  ordinary  magnitude,  characterized  by  many 
sanguinary  scenes.  If  the  word  peace,  written 
on  a  piece  of  paper,  in  its  practical  operation,  was 
what   its   signification    imports,  he   agreed    that 


ki2ii 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1212 


1213 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1214 


? 


[.  or  R. 


Military  Peace  Ettablishnunt. 


FCBRUART,  1815. 


i 


jOOO  men  'vouldjbe  quite  enough  for  the  Peace  I  strongest  holds,  and  where  they  keep  the  strong* 

,stablishm»iut.     ^ut,  if  we  take  into  view  the  !  est  military  force  ?     Did  they  recollect  the  con- 

iresent  siiii.iiion   \)(  (he  natioo,   promising  our- |  tiguity  of  Vera  Cruz  ?     That  Kingdom,  in  a  state 

Ives    all    ihe   bejiefits   which    naturally   spring  j  of  distraction  at  this  moment,  may  eventually  be- 

,*«Yom   peacej  let   u»  look  into  the  circumstances    come  hostile   to  the  United  States.     Ought  we 

^hich  gen»-/ally  secure  its  continuance,  and  see    not  to  graduate  the  Peace  Establishment  to  events 

*^heiher,  id"so  grejiily  reducing  our  Military  Es-  :  which  might  befall  us  in  a  year?    The  Creek  In- 

Vcablishment,  we  s^all   not  be  acting  with  a  pre-    dians,  too,  Mr.  H.  said,  were  yet  sore  with  the 

&ipiidtion  vve   may;  hereafter  be  sorry  for.     The  j  beatings   they    had    received.     If   the   Spaniards 

^neray,  Mr..i}rsaid,  was  yet  all  around  us.     A  '  were  hostile,  would   they  not  command  all  that 

J^aarrow  strict  only   separates  our    lately   hostile  j  country  ?     Would   gentlemen,   to  guard   against 

>,  forces.     YcAi  are  about  to  disperse  your  force  to  ,  all  these  contingencies,  and  to  meet  them  when 

'.  ojeir  homesf ;  the  ^late  enemy  keeps  his  in  exi>t-    they  occurred,  rely  on  taking  their  fellow-citizens 

«j^^ce.     We*cannof  expect   to  prescribe  to  those  I  from  their  farms  and  hresides  to  fight  our  battles, 

•?||rho  have  Li;en  oqr  enemy  what  they  shall  keep  ;  and  disband  men  already  in  service,  who  would 

^J|n  their  ow'n  ground.     But  would  it  not  be  pre-  !  be  very  glad  to  remain  in  it?    New  Orleans  itself 

♦|iature   in  <is  to  'take  the  ground  proposed  and  j  would  require  for  its  constant  guard  one  sixth  of 

l;igreed  to  iii  Convmittee  ?     Are  the  British  now  ;  the   whole  force  now   proposed    to    be  retained. 

^iot  in  possession  yf  some  of  our  most  important  |  Would  gentlemen  abandon  Plaquemine  ;  keep  no 

ipoats?     Is  jhere  ♦nylhing  magical  in  the  word  I  force  at  Coquille?     How  long    was    it  since  a 

v^peace  to   b;nd  thfm  in  good  faith  to  fulfil  their  '  party   of  pirates   lodged    themselves    in    the  sea 

islands,  in  the  vicinity  of  Orleans,  and  committed 


i^ngagemenr  to  deliver  them  up  ?  What  does  the 
yiistory  of  formee  times  inform  us?  In  1783. 
{■Vhen  the  word  pejace  was  spoken,  it  was  received 


enormities  which  men  shudder  to  relate,  until  ex- 
pelled by  our  gallant  tars?     Mr.  H.  said  he  be- 


i 


i)f/nh  as  m^ch  avidity,  and  as  much  relied  upon  '  lieved  the  people  would  much  rather  agree  to 
y^s  it  is  nowi;  but  oot  until  1793,  were  those  who  j  support  an  army  commensurate  to  his  wishes, 
-yvere  hostil^  to  us  removed  from  our  country,  and  '  than  be  subject  to  be  harassed  and  troubled, 
^pot  until  a:  treaty  upon  the  subject  relieved  us  '•  called  away  from  their  fields  and  firesides  on 
JiVom  them,-  Wett  of  your  mountains,  ihey  re-  '  every  petty  occasion.  Our  Western  country,  he 
?(ained  somt;  of  our  strongest  posts.     Look  at  the    said,  would 


t 


Id  always  be,  for  some  years  to  come,  in 

trouble.     Russia,  he  had  heard  it  said, 

d  herself  at  peace,  when  there  were  not 

from   your  i'rontier  who  were  fed  and  supported  '  more  than  thirty  or  forty  thousand  men  fighting 


^luiuvu  ouiiiT^  \ji    \j\jt     oiiuii«frrti   post 

Jpecords  and  >ee  tlve  rivers  of  blood,  and  count  the  ,  a  state  of  trouble.     Russia,  he  had  heard  1 1  said, 
«^]illions  of  Jollars'it  cost  you  to  drive  the  savages  \  considered  herself  at  peace,  when  there  were  not 


-from  those  hosts.  "  Is  the  possession  of  Fort  Erie     on  each  !.ide  on  her  borders.     So  in  our  Western 

t*tiothiug?  Of  Mivhiliraackinac,  the  Gibraltar  of  I  country,  even  in  time  of  peace,  the  moment  you 
America,  n|ithing.'?  Are  our  fleets  and  posts  on  i  enter  a  sparse  settlement  you  are  on  hostile 
..Uie  Lakes  lij  be  deserted,  or  left  with  only  an  hun-  j  ground.  Scatter  your  garrisons  along  Prairie  du 
^^red  men  e^ch  foh  their  protection  ?  When  the  Chien,  Michilimackinac.  Ihe  key  of  the  Lakes, 
^British  shajl  withdraw  from  our  posts;  when  '  and  by  the  time  you  get  to  Plallsburg,  and  have 
^Ihey  shall  Veduce  their  forces  in  our  neighbor-  i  placetl  in  .""afety  and  secured  your  invaluable 
^hood  i  if,  when  aU  this  is  done,  our  Peace  Estab-  i  stores  in  that  direction,  you  will  find  your  six 
J^fishment   Lie   too  large,  it  can  be  reduced.     It  is  i  thousand  men    dwindling    into    that    sort  of  in- 

I.ilways  in  iJie  power  of  Congress  to  reduce  it.  If  i  significance,  that,  if  a  foe  you  have,  he  will  laugh 
we  do  divejt  ourselves  of  all  our  force  before  we  I  in  your  face.  Our  force  ought  to  be  ten  thousand 
cee  this  pt^ce  going  into  absolute  effect,  will  it  at  lea^t.  Common  sense  and  common  prudence, 
jriiot  be  preiAature;  will  jt  not.  in  fact,  bean  invi-  'Mr.  H.  appeared  to  think,  would  place  it  much 
Station  to  ng^ressron?  There  was  another  con-  I  higher.  But  as  the  bill  had  been  reported  for  ten 
J>ideration  fef  a  more  general  nature  opposed  to  j  ihou>and,  he  would  be  contented  with  that,  though 
#ihis  reductii)a  of  (he  Army.  What  is  a  force  of  j  he  was  sensible  it  was  bad  policy  to  reduce  it  so 
ilea  thousal^d  men  to  this  vast  continent?  Look  |  low.  Let  gentlemen,  he  .xaid,  lay  to  their  hearts 
5»t  the  belt- which  surrounds  you  by  ocean  and  i  tbe  considerations  he  had  urged.  When  genlle- 
s!and.  and  answer  how.  with  less  than  ten  thou- i  men  objected  to  keeping  up  an  adequate  force, 
V*and  men,  «ven  in  time  of  profound  tranquillity,  ]  lest  it  should  degenerate  into  a  standing  array, 
^we  can  garrison  the  necessary  posts.  His  honor-  |  he  begged  them  to  reflect  that  they  were  creating 
^able  colleague  had  remarked,  he  said,  that  if  the  a  military  host  by  resorting  to  mililia,  and  that 
r  V  Indians  wjsre  affionted.  the  Western  riflemen  I  danger  to  our  ciril  institutions  was  much  more 
»  J^would  subilue  tht'm.  Though  they  can  do  so,  '  likely  to  arise  from  making  every  man  in  the 
I  ^i^^'r  blood  and  iihe  National  treasure  must  first  country  a  soldier,  than  from  keeping  up  an  efli- 
l  %  freely  flow;  for  they  are  a  brave  enemy.  Be-  |  cient  Peace  Establishment.  Let  us  not,  said  he, 
i  ^sides,  they  are  fiellow  men  ;  and  Chri>iianity  '  by  a  kind  of  impetuous  haste  destroy  the  benefits 
5  'leaches  us  ^o  use  jhe  means  to  prevent  tlieir  hos-  j  we  expect  from  a  peace.  It  is  because  I  wish  to 
.»  ;^(ility,  rather  than  to  be  obliged  to  punish  it  by  j  see  a  peace  efficient  in  all  its  parts,  that  I  would 
*  extermination  hereafter.  Our  Spanish  neighbors,  •  keep  up,  at  least  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 
j^lr.  H.  dentanded,  were  they  to  be  entirely  trusted  I  gress,  an  efficient  military  force.  Our  safely  re- 
Sn^  '^'*  mortient?  j^Did  gentlemen  recollect  how    quires  it,  and  prudence  demands  it  of  us. 

res  was  Havana,  one  of  their        Mr.  Fohsyth  said  he  was  opposed  to  reducing 
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the  military  force  to  be  retained  to  six  thousand 
men  ;  and  was  desirous  of  increasing  it  to  at  least 
fifteen  thousand  men.     Time   had  been,  he  said, 
when  the  recommendations  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  persons  to  whom  the  Ex- 
ecutive offices  were  committed,  had  some  weight 
in  this  House  ;  when  ihe  opinions  of  persons  who 
bad  examined,    in  all  their  details,  subjects   on 
which  they  must  be  best  informed,  were  consid- 
ered of  some  force  and  authority.     I  fear,  sir,  said 
Mr.  F.,  this  time  is  now  passed.     The  President, 
in    communicating    to    Congress   the    Treaty  of 
Peace,  called    to  their  recollection  the  important 
question  of  the  reduction  of  our  expenditures,  and 
accompanied  it  with    important  and  rational   re- 
marks, adverse  to  the  policy  of  immediately  and 
inconsiderately  disarming  ourselves.  The  Secreta- 
ry of  War  had  aUo  informed  the  House,  through 
the  Military  Committee,  that,  in  the  present  exi- 
gency,at  least  twenty  thousand  men  ought  to   be 
retained  in  service.     And  yet,  with   this  rational 
recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  this  recommendation  of  iheofficer  presiding 
at  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  a  proposi- 
tion has  prevailed  to  reduce  the  Army  to  six  thou- 
sand men  !     He  begged  gentlemen  to  pau<e,  and 
reflect   whether  this    was    an    adequate  military 
force.     For   wiiat  was   it  adequate?     It  was  not 
sufficient  to  man  our  fortifications;  it  was  scarcely 
sufficient  10  take  care  of  the  arms  of  the   United 
Stales.     He  called  the  attention  of  the  House  lo 
the  variety  of  |)oints  necessary  lo  be  preserved  in 
a  stale  of  defence  from  New  Orleans  lo  Maine  ; 
to  the  chain  of  potls  in   the  West   necessary   to 
prevent  Indian  excitement.     These  alone  would 
require  more  than  six  thousand  men.     Were  there 
not  also  other  considerations  which  forbid  the 
great  reduction  of  the  Army  which  was  proposed  ? 
What.  Mr.  F.,  asked,  was  our  situation  in  regard 
to  the  European  Powers  7     Are  not  our  affairs 
with  Spain    wholly    unsettled?      The   territory 
west  of  the  Perdido  was  still  a  subject  of  dispute. 
Wiih   the   knowledge  we  have  ot  the  character 
of  the  present  King  of  Spain,  would  it  be  prudent 
to  disband  all  our  forces  without  knowing  what 
were  his  sentimenls  in  regard  to  that  territory  ? 
In  regard  to  Great  Britain,  it  is  true  we  have  a 
Treaty  of  Peace.     But  what  is  il?     Nothing  I, ut 
a  suspension  of  hosiilities;  it  docs  n>jt   bind  her 
lor  her  future  abstinence  from  practices  which 
produced  the  war.     Shall  we  believe,  said  he.  that 
she  will  not,  on   the  first  moment,  avail  herself 
of  the  opportunity  to  repeat  them  ?     The  only 
obligations  on  her  on  this  subject  are,  the  wounds 
her  pride  and  interest  have  received  during  this 
contest.     Even  her  wounded   pride  may  stimu- 
late her  to  redeem    the   honor  she  has  lost,  by  a 
renewal  of  hostility.     Gentlemen  may  imagine, 
and  unfortunately  there  are  too  many  who  do  im- 
agine, that  the  justice  of  Great  Britain  is  such  as 
to  induce  her  lo  observe  wilh  scrupulous  fidelity 
the  treaty  which  has  been   made.     Make  it  her 
inleresl,  and   she  will   not   violate  it.     Does  not 
every   gentleman   recollect  how   our  posts  were 
held  by  her  after  the  Treaty  of  ]  783,  and  retained 
until  it  became  her  interest  to  release  them  ?     An 


honorable  gentleman  baa  said,  too,  that  we  hold 

British  posts,  and  the  delivery  will  be  reciprocal. 
But,  alter  we  have  disbanded  our  force,  she  may 
do  in  that  respect  as  she  pleases.  Lei  us  take  into 
view  another  consideration,  said  Mr.  F..  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  Great  Britain  after  the  news  from 
New  Orleans.  The  public  expectation  there  vrill 
Lave  been  on  tiptoe;  the  Ministers  full  of  hope 
and  joy  at  the  idea  of  having  slrucka  blow  which 
would  be  fell  an  hundred  years  thereafter.  May 
we  not  calculate  on  some  hostility  from  the  deep 
mortification  ihey  will  feel  on  hearing  the  reality  ? 
Il  may  drive  the  Ministry  to  a  renewal  of  hostili- 
ties against  us;  or  it  may  drive  them  from  their 
seals.  And  who  will  be  iheir  successors?  Not 
the  friends  of  peace  with  us  ;  nol  those  who  will 
culiivate  a  good  understanding  with  us ;  but  the 
Cannings  and  the  Castlereaghs  ;  those  who  wish 
us  punished  for  our  ingratitude  to  Great  Britain, 
for  ''assisting  the  great  destroyer  of  Europe!" 
Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saying  he  hoped  the  reduc- 
tion to  take  place  would  at  least  be  partial,  not 
total,  until  these  questions  were  settled,  until  we 
had  not  only  a  peace  in  name,  but  a  peace  in 
reality. 

Mr.  Shlffey,  repeating  the  observation  of  Mr. 
Forsyth,  that   the  period  in   our  history    when 
Executive  recommendations    had   influence  had 
passed  away,  said  he  wished  to  God  it  had  passed 
away,  and  that  the  lime  had  arrived  when  such 
recommendations  had  no  more  influence  than  they 
merited;  fur  himself,Mr.  S.  said, he  could  not  bend 
lo  Executive  recommendations,  what  he  believed 
liie  good  of  his  constituents.     When  he  looked  at 
the  calamities  of  the  people,  and   the  pressures 
upon  them,  he  could  not  bend  his  opinion  lo  that 
of  the  Executive  to  continue  them.     If  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gentleman  was  correct,  instead  of  di- 
mini.Nhing,  we  ought  to  increase  our  Military  Es- 
tablishment; hehavinggiven  itas  his  opinion  that 
the  peace  was  but  a  truce,  a  suspension  of  hostil- 
ities, and   that  we  ought  lo  expect  a  renewal  of 
the  war.     Had  it  uol  been  a  comjilaint  during  the 
whole  of  the  war  that  the  wholf  of  our  military 
force  was  nol  adequate;  and  was  there  not  now 
on   the   table  a  recommendation  to  draw   out  by 
force  the  free  people  of  the  country  into  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  army?     If  we  are   yet  to  expect 
war;  if  this  be  but  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  one 
of  two  things  follows:  either  thai  the  recommen- 
dation on  the  table  was  preposterous,  or  we  ought 
now  10  increase  the  Army.     Instead  of  telling  the 
people  that  their  calamities  have  ceased,  we  must 
commence  a  system  of  vigor  to  obtain  an  army. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  believe  six  thousand  men 
of  our  present  army  would  remain,  after  (discharg- 
ing ail  those  men   who  were  enlisted  during  the 
w^r ;  and,  if  the  establishment  was  fixed  at  ten 
thousand   men,  the  recruiting  officers  might  at 
once   be  sent  out   to  get  men.     He  did  not  un- 
derstand   the    doctrines    of   ihe  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  when  he  argued  that   Britain's  having 
been  beaten  would  induce  her  to  renew  the  war. 
If  we  have  been  thus  successful  in  the  contest,  and 
she  is  thus  smarting  under  the  lash,  we  may  rea- 
sonably expect  some  security,  that  some  time  will 
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*elapse  before  ihe  eng'ages  in  a  coolest  oq  such 

^lioequal  terras.     Tiothing  but   folly   worse  than 

<<nadness  could  induce  her  lo  engage  in  bostiiitie? 

'4gain.     P'or  hi*  pjirt.  Mr.  S.  was  for  settling  the 

^Peace  Es[ai)lishm£nt  at  six   thousand  men;  if  it 

•  were  larger,  the  recruiting  officers  must  be  again 

^fset  to  work.     Of  this  he  had  no  idea,  nor  had  the 

^people.    Thf  time  had  arrived  when  these  notions 

Awould  not  b<i  born^,  and  must  be  abandoned. 

^     Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  said,  he  was  not  a  little 

^surprised  to  see  the  course  taken  by  some  gentle- 

•  roen  ou  this  question.     It  had   been  well  stated 

^ihat  the  ecemy  wj^s  yet  in  our  neighborhood,  and 

vwas  yet  in  possession  of  many  of  our  posts.    What 

^was  now   propose-^  ?     To   reduce    the  Army  to 

/rather   less   than   t^e   last    Peace  Establishment. 

, Experience  ought  to  dictate  a  contrary  course. 

^Who  could  recollect  the  disasters  of  Harmar,  the 

iijefeat  of  St.  Clair,  and  not  fear  similar  results  of 

Js^railar  circumstances  ?     Some  of  the  best  blood 

.-♦uf  the  nation  was  spih  because  we  had  nut  a  force 

;->»o  awe  the  :^vage$  and  compel  the  fulfilment  of 

l^the  treaty.     Men    change  with    times;  there  is 

^dothiug  truer.     Examine  the  Journals  of  1805-6 


the  enemy  in  regard  to  this  country.  As  refsrded 
either  of  these  objects,  it  appeared  to  him  the 
House  was  not  in  possession  of  information  fo  en- 
able it  toact  understandingly.  What  forceshould 
be  necessary  to  guard  our  seaports — to  protect  our 
northwestern  and  western  frontiers  from  Indian 
hostility  ?  Of  this  there  was  no  estimate,  but 
everythng  was  left  to  conjecture.  As  to  the  sec- 
ond point,  practical  military  men  ought  to  be  con- 
sulted, whether  it  would  be  proj)er  to  keep  up  a 
military  force  to  maintain  military  science.     The 


next  question  was  the  most  important 

of  the  force  and  policy  of 


, Have  we 

a  sufficient  knowledge 

thf^  enemy  to  authorize  a  reduction  of  our  mili- 
tary force?  He  contended  we  had  not.  What 
would  be  the  feelings  of  England  on  receiving 
intelligence  of  the  late  events,  he  did  not  know. 
Whether  the  soreness  of  her  recent  defeat  would 
produce  a  disposition  to  remain  at  peace,  or  to 
retaliate,  no  gentleman  could  say.  If  there  wa« 
any  doubt  on  the  subject,  we  ought  to  act  with 
caution  in  reducing  our  Military  Establishment. 
What  course  the  enemy  will  pursue,  we  cannot 
determine  ;  whether  he  will  keep  upa  small  peace 


\ 


M~w..„g  ..»,..  Aj^AoiuMic  iuc  juurutiis  ui  louj-  o  I  urirriiiiue  ;  wneiiier  ne  will  Keep  up  a  small  peace 
-.and  we  shall  find  sentiments  very  different  from  j  establishment,  or  a  large  military  force,  we  do 
'lOiose  now  istiered  from  the  Federal  side  of  the    not  know.     It  ought  to  be  recollected,  that  he  has 


I  - 


4House.  It  was  then  contended,  and  the  Journals 
Iwill  show  If,  that  our  Military  Establi>hment  was 
4ioo  small,  itiat  ten  thousand  men  would  be  too 
^ew  for  a  ti»ue  of  perfect  apparent  peace.  We 
yyhall  find  thi-  vote*  of  these  gentlemen  at  that  day 
Ito  increase  the  Military  Establishment.  Now,  it 
^eems.  with^ur  posts  multiplied,  our  frontier  ex- 
j^ended  ihepvwerfuldrmiesofa  nation  with  whom 
Ve  have  ju^t  concluded  a  peace  yet  on  our  fron- 
ler,  we  are  jio  reduce  our  Army  lo  six  thousand 
^oen.  Havy  gentlemen  become  converts  to  the 
rtdoctrine  they  once  thought  ^o  hostile  to  the  pub- 
Jic  interest  t  Would  ttiey  agree  to  disarm  the 
|aation  in  thr  face  of  an  enemy  who  holds  some 
iof  our  mov;  important  posts  ?  He  hoped  not. 
-jHe  trusted  we  should  at  least  keep  up  a  force  of 
/ten  thousarrd  men  for  the  present.  The  next 
JCongress  c'.uld  reduce  it,  if  the  then  state  of 
athings  woul<|  authorize  them  to  do  so  ;  if  our  posts 
''were  delivei»,.d  up.  When  our  late  enemy  reduces 
|his  army  i|  our  neighborhood,  we  may  more 
jsalely  do  ii.  Do  it  now.  and  we  shall  invite 
fanoiher  wa»  with  a  nation  whose  pride  is  stung 
by  her  defeats,  and  encourage  the  hostility  of 
another  Goyeroment  with  whom  we  have  a  seri- 
ous dispute  jas  to  ihe  boundary  lines  of  our  ter- 
xitory.         ^ 

i?  Mr.  CaliIodn  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  that,  on 
'^hxing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment,  the 
House  were,  acting  rather  in  the  dark,  having  be- 
|Jore  them  rseither  the  estimates  nor  the  facts  on 
Jwhich  they  were  founded.  In  determining  the 
>*mount  of  the  Military  Establishment,  he  said,  the 
•;Hou^e  ougi(i  to  taKe  into  view  three  objects,  and 
^graduate  thi  forc<  to  be  retained  accordingly— 
■j^he  proper  r/iainiei>ance  and  garrison  of  our  raili- 
^»ry  posts  aivd  fortresses  ;  the  retention  of  su  large 
".k  Jorce  as  u'S)uld  keep  alive  military  science,  and 
jserve  a«  a  feraina/y  for  that  purpose;  and  the 
^adaptation  «f  our  «iiiitary  force  to  the  policy  of 


abundance  of  military  means,  and  that  living  is 
as  cheap  in  Canada  as  in  England.  If  the  ene- 
my should  keep  up  a  force  on  our  borders,  of  thirty 
or  forty  thousand  men,  instead  of  reducing  it  to 
four  or  five  thousand,  would  it  be  wise  for  us 
wholly  to  disarm?  It  would  not.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  deprecated  such  a  state  of  things;  but,  if  the 
enemy  should  retain  a  large  force  in  service,  in 
our  vicinity,  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  for  us 
to  reduce  ours  as  low  as  is  proposed.  The  gen- 
tleman frum  Virginia  (Mr.  Jackson)  had,  on  a 
former  day.  remarked  that  our  situation  was  par- 
ticularly lelicitous,  in  having  no  enemy  immedi- 
ately m  our  neighborhood.  But,  it  ought  to  be 
borne  lu  mind  that  the  most  powerful  nation  in 
Europe  possessed  provinces  adjoining  our  terri- 
tory, into  which  she  could  readily  pour  an  armed 
force.  He  hoped  that  nation  never  would,  but  it 
might  do  so.  Suppose,  with  forty  thousand  men. 
he  chose,  without  notice,  to  make  a  hostile  move- 
ment against  our  territory  ;  every  strong  position 
on  the  Niagara  frontier  would  tall  at  once  into 
his  hands,  and  the  very  expense  we  wish  to  avoid 
must  be  quadrupled,  to  enable  us  to  regain  them. 
Having  neither  estimates  nor  facts,  as  he  had 
before  remarked,  the  House  ought  to  act  cau- 
tiously. It  is  easier  to  keep  soldiers  than  to  get 
them— to  haveofficeri  of  skill  and  renown  in  your 
posses.sion,than  to  make  them.  Let  us  wait  awhile 
before  we  reduce  our  Array  to  a  mere  Peace  Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  G0LD8BOROUGH  said,  that  one  argument 
which  had  been  urged  m  favor  of  a  large  Military 
Establishment,  appeared  to  him  to  cut  both  way*. 
It  was  contended  that  it  was  our  duty  to  keep  up 
a  large  miluary  force  until  our  late  enemy  re- 
duces his.  Suppose  our  late  enemy,  in  the  same 
way,  should  keep  up  his  force,  because  we  keep 
up  ours;  we  shall  maintain  our  present  military 
forever;  and  this  argument,  therefore, goes  too  far. 


^  ■ 
*  . 
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Military  Peace  Eetabliehment. 


H.  opR. 


It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  gentlemen 
holding  the  affirmative  of  the  question  of  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army  to  six  thousand  men.  need  resort 


President's  recommendation  for  the  maintenance 
of  an  adequate  refrular  force  having  been  read  by 
one  gentleman,  Mr.  P.   begged   the  attention  of 


for  Its  support  only  to  the  general  policy  of  the  I  the  House  to  another  pas"sage  which  he  read 
country— to  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  |  expressing  the  sanguine  hope  and  belief  that  the 
House,  to  relieve  his  constituents  from  the  heavy  [  Treaty  of  Peace  would  be  a  lasting  foundation 
burdens  which  must  be  imposed  on  them  for  its  i  of  the  most  friendly  intt  rcourse.  The  sentiments 
support.  This  argument  is  sufficiently  solid  to  ■  now  expressed  on  one  side  of  the  House  appeared 
repel  all  the  arguments  he  had  heard  in  favor  of  I  to  him  to  be  of  a  character  directly  opposed  to 
a  larger  Military  Establishment  than  six  thou- !  this;  and  would  have  a  tendency  to  .stir  up  all 
sand  men.  The  advocates  of  a  larger  force  had  I  the  sentiments  which  had  existed  and  •should 
dwelt  on  the  apprehension  of  a  war  with  Spain,  i  only  exi^t  in  a  state  of  war.  If  we  have  peace  in 
and  of  a  renewal  of  the  war  with  Britain.  Were  I  fact;  if  we  are  desirous  of  renewing  friendly  in- 
gentlemen  serious  ?  Did  they  mean  to  alarm  the  j  tercourse  with  Great  Britain  we  should  lav  aside 
country  by  such  language?  Did  they  mean  to  all  enmity,  and  forbear  any  expressions  calculated 
expressa  wish  for  a  Spanish  war?  He  hoped  not.  |  to  keep  alive  that  irritability  which  has  existed 
Our  complaint  against  Spain  (if  any)  is,  that  she  I  in  time  past,  against  the  nation  with  whom  we 
has  been  accessory  to  the  acts  of  a  principal  ag-  I  are  now  at   peace,     if   we   desire  a  renewal  of 


gressor  on  our  rights.  Having  released  the  prin- 
cipal, (France.)  he  hoped  we  should  not  make 
war  upon  a  secondary  Power.  As  to  West  Flor- 
ida, we  have  possession  ;  and  it  may  be  a  good 
reason  to  raise  an  army  to  defend  it.  whenever 
we  shall  have  reason  to  believe  it  will  be  attacked 


friendly  intercourse,  we  ought  to  lay  aside  un- 
founded suspicions,  and  act  upon  the  state  of 
things  declared  and  established  by  the  treaty. 
There  was  one  a.-gument  that  had  been  so  often 
repeated,  he  could  not  omit  noticing  it,  though 
he  had  been  substantially  anticipated  by  the  gen- 


but  not  before.  As  to  the  renewal  of  war  with  I  tieman  from  Maryland.  In  the  Treaty  of  1783 
Great  Britain  he  had  no  sort  of  fear  of  it.  The  :  there  was  a  stipulation  that  neither  nation  should 
difficulties  which  arose  in  carrying  into  effect  the  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  recov- 
Treaty  of  1783  afforded  no  argument  in  favor  of  erf  of  debts  due  from  citizens  ot'  one  nation  to 
the  expectation  ofa  similar  course  now.  Britain  !  citizens  of  the  other.  It  was  a  notorious  fact 
then  complained  that  we  had  not  complied  with  1  that  such  impediments  were  thrown  in  the  way 
some  ol  our  stipulations  in  that  treaty,  and  par-  by  some  of  th..-  States,  the  consequence  of  which 
ticularly  that  which  secured  to  British  citizens  1  was,  that  Great  Britain  kept  possession  of  the 
the  debts  due  to  them  before  the  war;  and  we  '  posts  she  was  to  have  "iven  up  to  us.     The  sur 


complained  that  she  did  not  deliver  up  some  of  the 
Western  posts  ;  and  both  parties  were  unquestion- 
ably to  blame.     It  had  been  said,  that  six  thou 


render  of  the  posts,  and  the  removal  of  legal  im- 
pediments to  the  collection  of  old  British  debts, 
took  place  at  one  and  the  same  time;  and,  un- 


-  Ill  ,,       ,.  „      .  ,  ,  ...^v.  ,..  ^..^  „„u   iiur  ^aiuc  iMuc,  «uu.  Un- 

hand men  would  be  a  smaller  Peace  Establish-  questionably,  as  the  gentleman  who  last  ^poke 
ment  than  we  had  before  the  war.  This.  .Mr.  G.  I  had  observed,  on  both  sides  there  was  blame 
denied.  Our  Peace  Establishment  in  1805.  about  !  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  well  aware  that  he  could 
the  time  our  collision  with  Great  Britain  broke  '  neither.speak  or  write,  if  he  had  any  reference  to 
out.  was  short  ot  three  th.n^^and  men;  and  it  was  'Great  Britain  in  any  way.  but  it  was  said  that  he 
not  until  this  unlucky  war,  from  whicb  we  are  '  was  a  British  advocate.  His  conduct  throughout 
fortunately  freed,  was  expected  to  take  place,  that  I  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  since,  ouglit  to 
our  .Military  Establishment  was  nominally  in- I  contradict  the  insinuation.  I  am  said  he  an 
creased  to  ten  thousand  men.  At  this  time,  he  1  American  citizen,  and  know  no  other  predilec- 
could  not  see  any  necessity  for  preparing  for  war ;  !  tion.  But  he  might  add,  that  after  the  Treaty  of 
he  could  not  think  Congress  would  be  justified  I  1794,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  under  that 
ID  maintaining  any  further  burden  on  the  people  I  treaty  were  broken  up.  and  no  measures  were 
than  was  necessary  to  garrison  the  various  post,.  I  taken  for  the  payment  of  those  British  debts  ; 
in  the  Uniied  States.  They  would  not.  he  thought,  j  and  it  was  not  until  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
do  their  duty  to  their  country,  if  they  went  be-  •  Jefferson,  that  a  treaty  was  entered  into,  and  raii- 
yondsix  thousand  men.  i  fied    by   him,  whereby  the   United    States  were 

Mr.  Pickering  said,  he  held  m  his  hand  the  pledged  to  pay  those  debts,  computed  at  a  certain 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  sura.  Without  waiting  for  that  pavment.  Britain 
transmuting  to  the  Congress  a  Treaty  of  Peace  did  surrender  the  pQsis.  But.  it  had  been  said 
and  Atniiy  with  Great  Britain.  He  had  sup-  '  we  ought  to  keep  up  a  large  force  if  Great  Brit- 
posed  this  an  authentic  document;  that  we  re-  lain  did.  Great  Britain,  remote  as  she  is  from 
ally  had  been  at  peace;  that  we  had  been  rejo.c-  j  her  provinces,  has  much  stronger  reason  for  keep- 
ing and  illuminating  for  peace.  But  were  he  or  !  ing  up  a  tar^e  force  there  than  the  United  States 
any  other  person  to  form  his  opinions  on  the  I  could  have  for  maintaioinga  corresponding  force, 
words  used   by  the  gentleman  from  Souih  Caro-    The  continuing  to   harbor  such  suspicions.  Mr 


lina,  (.Mr.  Calhoun.)  hesnould  conclude  that  we 
were  still  at  war.  That  gentleman  hdd  urged,  as 
a  conclusive  reason,  why  we  should  not  reduce 
the  Army  below  ten  thousand  men,  that  we  did 
not  yet  know  the  disposition  of  the  enemy !  The 
13th  Con.  3d  St^s. — 39 


^  -  —  —  —  .__^_ 
P.  said,  would,  more  than  all  other  things,  tend 
to  produce  another  war.  But  could  any  gentle- 
man seriously  apprehend  another  war  after  what 
had  taken  place  at  the  close  of  this?  It  had 
been  said  that  the  pride  of  Great  Brilaio  would 
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February.  1815. 


woucdetJ  iby  the  evenls  at  New  Orleans.  To 
[His  Mr.  P.  answered,  she  had  made  peace  with- 
|>Ht  knowing  the  resulc  of  that  expedition.    Why 


a  case  to  show  the  policy  of  keeping  up  a  respect- 
able railitary  force.  The  loss  of  Detroit,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war  just  closed,  for  the 


^i 


jd  she  mak«  peace?  Some  supposed,  on  ac- 1  want  of  adequate  officers  and  force,  had  occa- 
(^unt  of  the  aspect  of  affairs  in  Europe.  Mr.  P.  sioned  more  than  half  the  whole  experife  of  the 
■sjther  attributed  It  to  the  slate  of  things  in  Great  war.]  Mr.  Pickering  resumed.  Instead  of  our 
itain.  The  sentiments  of  the  opposition  in  maintaining  a  vast  military  force,  at  an  expense 
•4)0lh  Houses,  we  kqow  to  have  been  favorable  to  which  will  require  a  continuance  of  the  present 
4)eace.  The  sense  of  the  people  of  England  on  i  oppressive  taxation  on  the  people,  he  said  we 
ihat  head,  may  be  gathered  also  from  the  vast  I  ought  to  reduce  the  Army  and  relieve  the  people 
•lumber  of  pfjtitions  for  peace  with  the  United  \  from  a  load  of  taxes,  by  which  they  were  almost 
^tates.  Ii  ri^ay  a\>^  be  attributed  to  the  coovic-  crushed.  We  ought  to  husband  our  means  in- 
|ion  experience  had  taught,  of  its  being  clearly  |  stead  of  exhausting  them,  because  it  is  possible  a 
^he  interest  cf  Great  Britain  to  be  at  peace  with  \  war  may  take  place,  God  knows  when.     Great 


y«.  She  Wants  a  vent  for  her  manufactures. 
Tier  merchaiits  had  supposed,  when  the  whole 
Jijntinent  Wjis  opep  to  her.  there  would  be  ao  in- 
;*aiiable  market  for  her  commodities.  There  was 
^U  error  in  •that  speculation,  and  many  of  her 
^t»ei"chants  were  in-jured,  if  not  ruined,  by  engag- 
ng  in  it.  The  Continent  was  inundated  by  Bril- 
*h  manufatjtures  J  the  people  of  the  Continent 
ere  unabit-^  or  nof.  inclined  to  purchase,  and  the 
^)ods  remarned  ir|  consequence  in  the  hands  of 
Wtlie  export»'rt..  The  British  nation,  iherelore,  so 
^frge  a  portion  of  whose  peopleare  manufacturers, 
iwere  anxioi/s  for  peace  with  the  United  Slates. 
5tjiat  this  better  msirkei  than  any  other  should  be 
Jopen  to  them.  This  is  the  great  reason  why  they 
'desired  peace  with  us.  Mr.  P.  adverted  to  ihe 
ecent  disaster  of  the  British  army  before  New 
rieans.  I^  it  had  only  happened  to  those  who 
were  on  our:  coast  before,  during  the  last  Sum- 
l^mer;  to  Adlniral  Cochrane  and  his  command, 
f(whose  lust^  for  plunder  was  well  known.)  the 
"effect  would'have  been  very  different  on  the  Brit- 
ish nation,  lliough,  had  the  attempt  succeeded,  it 
ij would  have,  made  fortunes  for  hiin  and  all  his 
^officers.  But  the  expedition  was  filled  oui  with 
^the  approbation  aqd  under  the  eyes  of  the  British 
^Ministry,  by  whom  it  was  provided  with  an  im- 


Britain  may  maintain  a  considerable  force  in 
Canada,  but,  if  she  does,  it  ought  to  give  no  um- 
brage to  the  United  Slates.  Why  will  she  prob- 
ably keep  up  a  large  force  in  Canada?  From 
the  apprehension  ot  such  a  sudden  incursion  from 
the  United  States  as  took  place  three  years  ago. 
So  far  from  expecting  invasion,  Mr.  P.  said  he 
would  be  willing  to  raze  to  the  foundation  all  our 
posts  on  the  frontier.  Great  Britain  was  smart- 
ing, he  remarked,  under  the  effects  of  more  than 
twenty  years'  war;  the  nation  sighed  for  repose, 
and  assuredly  would  not  suffer  the  Ministry  to 
engage  in  a  new  war  with  the  United  States. 
One  gentleman,  Mr.  P.  said,  had  referred  to  the 
Spaniards,  arid  intimated  that,  as  we  had  some 
differences  with  them,  we  therefore  ought  not 
to  disband  our  army.  We  very  well  know,  and 
certainly  do  not  fear,  the  military  strength  of 
Spain.  The  feebleness  of  that  Government,  es- 
pecially with  its  present  head,  leaves  us  nothing 
to  f tar  in  that  quarter.  After  the  signal  defeat 
of  a  very  large  British  force  at  New  Orleans, 
what  motive  can  Spain  have  to  enter  into  a  war 
with  us?  The  effect  of  that  defeat  will  be  felt 
not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  Spain.  She  is 
weak;  m  her  provinces  bordering  on  the  United 
States  peculiarly  weak.     Her  internal  distraction 


Jmense  number  of  troops  and  vast  equipments,  ;  forbade  the  po.ss'ibilitv  almost,  certainly  the  prob- 
jdestined  e^resslji  for  the  subjugation  of  New  ,  ability,  of  her  thinking  of  war  wiih  the  United 
JOrlfans.  ijtfore  the  issue  of  that  expedition  •  States.  These  were  briefly  the  reasons.  Mr.  P. 
3was  knowa.  from. which  complete  success  must  '  said,  which  satisfied  him  that  the  force  of  our 
J  have  beta  anticipated,  the  same  Ministry  con-  ;  .Military  Establishment  ought  to  be  reduced  at 
1  eluded  a  p^ace.     When  the  result  of  that  expe- 

I  dition  is  kpown  'in   England,  the  Ministry,  he 

♦  .said,  must  Ke  disgiaced.  and  probably  driven  from 

;  llieir  seals.  •  Who  will  succeed  them  ?   The  Can- 


least  as  low  as  had  been  voted  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  He  should,  lor  his  own  part,  be  sat- 
isfied   with    that    number.     Running   along   the 

..  ,  .  whole  frontier,  he  believed  that  SIX  thousand  men 

nmgs,^as  ihv  gentleman  from  Georgia  supposes?  j  would    be  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  the  pur- 

po.ses  of  defence  and  security.     Very  small  garri- 
•resent  |  sons  would  be  sufficient  in  most  of  our  seaports 

J       II  w.     1  "' . =■*■■      *'""'  ^^ccessors  |  to  keep  the  fortifications  in  repair.     Except  New 

^  will  be  tho.-»e  very<  members  of  opposition  in  both  i  York,  he  did   not  know  one  that  would 
f.  Houses  of  i'arliaeoent  who  havt     '  ■    -         ' 

.*  peace  with 'America. 


•\No.     Mr. 


now 


a  .Minister, 


C'anninig  hun.self  is  _  

'appointed   ^y  the  present  Ministry,  to  rep 
*  that  Government  in  Portugal.     Their  succ 


But, 
Great 


e  clamored  for  a 
the  gentleman  from 
Britain  has  a  great 


f  South  Cariiliua  s^y 

^,  army  in  Canada,  and  may  attack  us  if  we  disarm 
i  ourselves.  :What  motive  can  she  have  to  do  so? 
A  If  they  tiiaye  peacfe  when  they  were  in  possession 

J  of  very  iiufjortanl*  posts  on  our  frontier,  and  ex- 

2i  peeled  Ne\^  Orleans  to  fall,  how  can  we  expect  I  be  by  iVir'a 
J  they  will  ajiack  us  for  the  purpose  of  conquest  7  ' 
*  [Mr.  CAI.140U.N  (jxpiained,  that   he  had   not  as- 
<  «etted  thatijach  would  be  the  case,  but  only  put 


require 
more  than  two  hundred  men,  many  not  more 
than  fifty,  and  .some  not  more  than  twenty-five. 

Mr.  Troup  rose  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
some  erroneous  statements  which  had  been  made, 
greatly  exaggerating  the  amount  of  expenditure 
necesNary  fur  a  xVIilitary  Peace  Establishment. 
If  the  Army  was  to  be  destroyed,  he  added,  let  it 
and  not  by  erroneous  calcu- 
lations of  the  cost. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  rose  to  assign  the  reasons  why 
he  should,  in  his  vote  on  the  present  occasion, 
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differ  from  most  of  his  friends.     He  considered 
this  a  totally  distinct  question  from   fixing  and 
votinea  Peace  Establishment.     He  did   not  be- 
lieve this  was  the  time,  or  that  the  House  had  the 
necessary  information  on  which  to  fix  the  Mili- 
tary Peace  Establishment;  and  this  was  the  real 
question    presented   to  the  House.     It   had   been 
said,  and  truly,  that  the  British  nation   have  on 
our  soil  posts  of  the  utmost  importance  yet  unre- 
linquished.    It  is  a  fact,  that  many  tribes  of  the 
Indian  nations  are  yet  in  a  state  of  disturbance, 
with  whom  we  have  no  treaty,  no  peace,  or  se- 
curity for  a  peace.    This  House  did  not  yet  know 
the   manner  and   spirit   in   which   the  Treaty  of 
Peace  had   been  concluded.     He  regretted    that 
the  President  had   not  laid  before  Congress  the 
correspondence  in  regard  to  this  very  treaty.    To 
have  done  so  would  have   been   no  violation  of 
principle,  because  the  President  h  id  on  a  former 
occasion  adopted  that  course.    To  this  treaty,  Mr. 
G.  said,  was  opposed    in   England   perhaps    the 
strongest  party  in  that  country;  and,   whatever 
gentlemen  might  think,  this  treaty  was  not  very 
cordially  received  in  this  country,  notwithstand- 
ing  all    our   illuminations    and    rejoicings.      He 
thought  he  had  already  seen  symptoms  of   dissat- 
isfaction at   it  in  debate.     Mr.  G.    said,  he  had 
been  early  taught  to  respect  the  wisdom   of  the 
maxim,  thai  to  be  sure  of  peace  you  must  be  pre- 
pared for  war.     If  ever  this  maxim  had  applica- 
tion or  point,  it  applied  to  the  very  circumstances 
in  which  we  are  placed;  to  this  slate  of  things, 
wherein  the  enemy  has  possession  of  so  much  of 
our  soil,  and  several  of  our  strongest  posts,  of  the 
redemption  of  which  we  have  no  certainty  but 
the  reliance  on  her  faith.     In  this  unsettled  state 
of  things,  the  maxim  to  which   he  had  referred 
had  made  a  deep  impression  on  him.     He  did  not 
know,  but.  in  the  opinion  of  many  gentlemen,  the 
faith  of  the  English  nation  miirhi  be  relied  on. 
Mr.  G.  inclined  to  think  it  might;   but  upon  this 
occasion  he  would  be  guarded  at  all  points;  he 
would  rely  on  established  maxims  of  policy,  in- 
stead of  relying  on  the  faith  of  any  nation.     We 
have  tried  a  great  number  of  experiments,  but 
there  is  yet  another,  it  appears.     Was  it  ever  be- 
fore heard  of.  that  on  the  bare  signature  of  peace, 
its  late  antagonist  remaining  on  its  soil  and  bor- 
ders, that  a  nation  disarmed  itself  altogether  1    To 
be  sure,  it  will  occasion  some  additional  expense 
to  retain  our  force  in   existence,  but  to  disband 
our  forces  at  once  and  entirely,  would  have  a  bad 
influence,  and  the  world   would    have  a  right  to 
say.  we  had  escaped  from  the  contest  so  com- 
pletely worn  down  by  its  pressure  liiat  we  could 
not  even  act  up  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  prudence. 
If  this  force  should  be  disbanded,  and  an  unfor- 
tunate collision  should  again  arise,  what  expenses 
and  losses  may  we   have  to  encounter  hereafter, 
in  order  to  save  a  comparatively  trifling  expense 
now?     What  would  be  the  expense  of  support- 
ing four  or  five  thousand  men  for  a  few  months, 
when  put  into  the  balance  against  those  evils 
which  may  grow  out  of  a  different  course?     In 
all  these  mailers,  Mr.  G.  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  a  nation  acts  wisely  when  it  acts  according 


to  maxims  established  by  prudence,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  experience.  The  history  of  the  world 
he  boldly  pronounced,  did  not  afford  an  instance 
in  which  any  nation  had  completely  disarmed  it- 
self in  the  circumstances  in  which  this  nation 
was  placed. 

Mr.  Gholson  said,  that,  for  his  part,  he  should 
not  act  on  the  presumption  of  the  inexecution 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  ;  if  he  did,  he  should  feel 
himself  bound  to  retain  the  Military  Establish- 
ment on  its  present  fooling.  On  the  contrary, 
however,  he  should  act  on  the  principles  of  the 
President's  Message;  on  the  hope  that  Great 
Britain  would  carry  the  treaty  into  effect;  be- 
cause, from  the  events  of  the  war  just  terminated, 
he  believed  it  to  be  as  little  her  interest  as  ours  to 
renew  the  war.  But.  while  freely  and  frankly 
avowing  this  sentiment,  hecould  not.  under  other 
views  of  the  subject,  agree  to  the  rapid  reduction 
of  the  Army,  which  was  proposed.  Was  there 
anything  in  the  present  situation  of  the  country 
which  required  a  smaller  force  than  we  had  had 
for  several  years  before  the  declaration  of  war? 
We  have  an  extent  of  three  or  four  thousand 
miles  of  frontier,  on  which  are  a  number  of  points 
requiring  garrisons;  we  are  in  hostility  with  a 
great  many  Indian  tribes,  and  our  affairs  with 
Spain  are  yet  unsettled.  Everything  considered, 
he  thought  the  Army  ought  not  to  be  reduced  be- 
low ten  thousand  men.  No  man  in  the  House 
was  more  solicitous  than  himself  to  reduce  the 
public  expenditures;  and  he  entertained  a  strong 
hope  that  they  would  be  so  reduced  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army.  &c..  that  the  next  Congress 
might  repeal  nearly  all  the  taxes  that  have  been 
laid. 

Mr.  Desha  said,  that  he  did  not  regret  that  he 
had  brought  this  subject  forward,  for  it  was  ne- 
cessary  for  the  nation  to  know,  whether  they 
were  to  be  saddled  with  a  large  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  or  a  moderate  Peace  Establishment. 
But  he  regretted  that  the  question  should  take  up 
so  much  time  in  debate  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  notwithstanding  there  has  been  so  much 
eloquence  displayed.   The  question  00  this  amend- 
ment was,  on  SaturJay.  carried  in  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  by  a  majority  of  nineteen 
votes,  where  I  did   hope  it  was  sufficiently  dis- 
cussed, and  where  I  did  believe  it  was  sufficient- 
ly understood  ;  but  gentlemen  have  come  forward 
with  a  new  siring  of  arguments  against  the  prop- 
osition.    Do  they  suppose  that  the  House  do  not 
understand  the  subject,  or  do  ihey  suppose  that, 
by  this  great  flow  of  eloquence,  they  can  make 
the  substantial   part  of  the  House  change  their 
opinions  in  so  short  a  time?     When  I  speak  of 
the  substantial  part  of  the  House,  I  mean  those 
who  think  much  and  speak  but  little;  who  make 
common   sense   their  guide,  and  not  theoretical 
or  visionary  projects.     Mr.  D.  said  he  should  not 
have  arisen  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  single 
remark,  but  for  that  positive  statement  made  by 
the  gentleman   from   Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth.) 
who  stated,  in  a  very  positive  manner,  that  six 
thousand  men  were  not  sufficient  to  garrison  the 
outposts.     How  does  the  gentleman  know  this? 
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',     T'  ! 

"Wj^Yit'dala  does  he  judge  from  ?  If  he  has  any 
cofr^a  data  on  which  h**  bottoms  his  calculations, 
heio4;;ht  10  give  ihem  th  the  House.  But  I  shall 
lajt^pr  granted  :hai  hje  has  none;  that  it  is  a 
m^r^puess.  notwithstanding  the  positive  manner 
inj«^fc,ch  It  hasbt-en  as.>,erted.  I  have  made  some 
ca|cl!ations,  and,  a«t  I  observed  oo  yesterday. 
th»rt|s  not  more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  forts 
m  iii  which,  it  i.-»  presu,Tied,  are  not  all  necessary 
to  ♦>  Jkept  up  in  n  time  *of  peace.  I  much  ques- 
tio^^r^it  IS  necessary  toikeepup  more  than  twen- 
ty.«^ill  not  onu  hunjired  men.  on  an  average 
betM-fttcient  to  ii^n  each  fort  ?  It  is  true,  some 
ros»yj)erhaps  require  iwi*  hundred,  but  others  will 
not  5<juire  more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  men. 

T  JXn^^'  ^°"  ^'"  '^^^^^  upwards  of  one-half  of 
^h^  OQOO.  as  contompiaied  by  the  amendment,  for 
otNe|^ ■purposes.     But  some  gentlemen  advocate 
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lO^Ot*,  and   othecs  20000,  of  a  standing  armv. 
1  tf  V'licy  IS  easy  to  be  seen  through  ;  the  advo- 
cate Jo  f  a  perpetual  system  of  taxation  di>cover 
ih<t,JJ  they  canuot  retake  a  considerable  standing 
artjij.ihey  will  have  n^  good  plea  for  rivetting 
lh<^gfsent  taxes  on  thq  people.     I  was  an  advo- 
cai^'^or  taxes  when  taxM  were  neces.«.ary  in  sun- 
pott^i    ihe   war,  but  as' soon  as  it  can  be  done. 
co.c^,«.Dt   With    propriety,  I  shall  be  in  favor  of 
reii>^iDg    the    heaviest,  of    them.       Commerce 
br(^*r,l   us   into  the  w^r,  and  I  am  for   makincr 
cotflXvrce  pay  tn,*  principal  part  of  the  debt  in"- 
curr^T  by  the  waj,  and  not  suffer  the  people  to 
be  tf^gnd  down  to  dusi  by  heavy  taxation.     Mr. 
LJrV'  'J    '^*  arguraenit  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
I^^V  P^o^'^'^'^nyt'iinff,  it  proved  too  much; 
it  i5rfc<v,^d.  that  wlHle  there  was  the  least  speck  in 
the;jit>|iiical  horizon  abr()ad.  that  wa>  not  favora- 
ble.it^t,s.  we  must  keep  up  large  standing  armies 
10  iuyrd  again.i  possible  difficultie.s.     This  is  a 
J«n|li^f  doctrine  inconsistent   with  the  peaceful 
:'WL   '^nubl.ct.  and  calculated  to  oppress  the 
pec^r^lby  heavy  lyurdena.  instead  of  ameliorating 
iheJntoDdition.     The  gentleman  tells  us  that  we 
have.l^en  menaced  by  the  Spaniards  and.  there- 
lo«,  ,.«ght  to  keep  a  force  in  pay  suflBcient  to  re- 
pelravy  attempt  o„   their  part.     But  he  has  de- 
fea^e^i-fcis  purpose  by  his  own  remarks,  by  savin" 
tne  t^j^niards  arein  an  unsettled  state;  that  the'v 
are-i^a  slate  ol  i)Uerna|  distraction,  and   there- 
lor^..i   ,s    uncertain    what    moment    ihev    may 
pou^tje  upon  us.   .Sir,  a  moment's  recurrence  to 
con|.^n  sense  woild  be  sufficient  to  discover  the 
whSt,"^  '*'""  ^^"'^rks.     Is  it  to  be  presumed, 
Th.t^^V''  '»^^'«'^  -f  'niern«l  distraction, 
thai  1^  have  anything  to  apprehend  from  them? 
cerai|  y  not.     llwy  wiH  have  enough  to  do  to 

erniji^jrft  from  bt,Dif  overKjrned-without  turning 

hetiye  to  foreign   war»,  even  if  they  had  any 

jusKciuse  of  comfjiaint  against  us.  which  I  deny. 

arn)<e|  hi  time  of  ^eace,  ^o  the  oppression  of  our 
owa  i^ople,  because  there  is  a  disiant  pos.s,bility 
of  b^hLj  attacked  l»y  the  Spaniards  ?  Mr.  D  said 
we  4r  J  either  at  w,r  or  we  have  peace;  if  we  are 
at  wa5  not  a  single  man  ought  to  be  discharged  • 
"  v»e«re  at  peacr,  it  would   be  inexpedient  to 


i 
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keep  more  regulars  than  was  suflScieot  to  garri- 
son our  outposts  and  secure  our  frontiers.  He 
thought  that  six  thousand  were  sufficient  for  these 
purposes,  and  therefore  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted.  One  word  in  relation  to  other 
remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
He  laments  that  more  respect  is  not  paid  to  rec- 
ommendations from  the  Executive.  Mr.  D.  said 
there  was  no  man  in  the  nation  had  a  higher  opin- 
ion of  the  goodness  and  purity  of  the  intentions 
of  the  Executive  than  he  had,  and  such  recom- 
mendations always  had  due  weight  with  him,  and 
would  continue  to  create  a  preponderance  in  all 
cases  of  a  doubtful  character;  but  as  man  is  fal- 
lible, and  liable  to  err,  as  a  Representative  of  a 
free  people  he  should  take  the  liberty  on  this,  as 
well  as  on  all  cases,  where  no  doubt  existed,  of 
exercising  his  own  judgment,  holding  himself  re- 
sponsible for  his  conduct  lo  those  whom  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  heartily  coin- 
cided in  sentiment  with   that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Mes.sage  which   had   been  quoted   by  the 
gentleman  from  Ma».sachuseits.     He   meant,  he 
said,  to  endeavor,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  to 
cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  Great  Britain. 
If  that  nation  would  let  us  alone,  he  was  willing 
to  forget  what  had  pa.ssed.     He  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  renew  hostilities  with  her,  and  he  hoped 
that  all  the  members  of  this  body  corresponded 
with  him  in  the  feeling;  but,  to  disarm  ourselves 
altogether,  would  be  just  as  wise  as,  when  a  warm 
day  comes,  to  throw  off  all  our  clothes,  expecting 
winter  was  over.     Although    the  President  had 
expressed  in  his  Message  pacific  purposes,  healso 
expressed  an  opinion,  in  which  Mr.  R.  fully  con- 
curred, adverse  to  a  sudden  or  total  reduction  of 
our  military  force.    Taking  into  view  the  present 
Slate  ol  the  world,  and  the  probability  that  the 
calm  in  Europe  is  nothing  but  the  precursor  of  a 
violent   storm,    though    he   sincerely    desired    it 
might   be  otherwise,  Mr.  R  conceived   it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  to  part  with  so  great  a  pro- 
portion of  our  army  as  was  proposed.     The  Pres- 
ident had  expressed  .sentiments  m  direct  opposi- 
tion to  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, who  had  quoted  another  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage.    [Mr.  R.  here  quoted   the  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage recommending  the  retention  of  a  respecta- 
ble military  force.]     This,  he  said,  was  a  very 
plain  talk,  and  far  from  coinciding  with  the  in- 
ferences drawn   from  that  part  of  the  .Me.<^sa<»e 
recommending  the  cultivation  of  friendly  senfi- 
ments  towards  Great  Britain.     The  best  writing 
even  the  Holy  Book  iisell,  might  be  distorted  from 
lis  meaning  and  general  intent,  by  quoting  de- 
tache.1  sentences  of  it.     The  recommendation  of 
the  Executive  is,  in  effect,  that  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment be  n..i  so  reduced,  as  that  other  na- 
Monv  may  take  advantage  of  its  diminution.    .Mr. 
K.  said   he  respected   the  gentleman   from  New 
I  ork  tor  the  opinions  he  had  just  delivered  ;  they 
were  manly  and  noble;  he  higMy  approved  them, 
buppose  the  Military  Establishment  to  be  reduced 
to  .SIX    four,  or  three  thousand  men;  we  know, 
said  Mr.  R.,  who  have  been  obliged  to  bear  the 
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responsibility  of  the  war.  and  who  have  disavow- 
ed any  responsibility.  If  there  should  be  any  en- 
croachments on  us  on  account  of  our  weakness, 
the  very  majority  of  this  House  would  be  accused 
ot  want  of  foresight  and  wisdom  in  disbanding 
the  Army.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  inclination  to 
subject  himself  lo  this  condition.  Unless  there 
should  be  a  correspondent  reduction  of  force  by 
our  late  enemy,  he  would  not  consent  to  reduce 
the  Army  so  greatly  as  was  proposed.  It  had  been 
said  we  ought  to  rely  wholly  on  militia  for  de- 
fence. Militia  generally,  he  said,  would  do  their 
duty,  and  that  manfully,  when  called  on  ;  but  we 
know  that  our  late  enemy  have  been  permitted 
to  hold  on  a  large  portion  of  our  territory,  with- 
out molestation  from  the  militia.  He  would  not 
consent  to  subject  the  United  Slates  to  a  contin- 
uation or  repetition  of  that  disgrace,  by  a  total 
disbandment  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Stockto.n  said,  that  the  subject  of  redu- 
cing the  Army  was  very  important — the  pressure 
of  the  late  war   had   already  borne  heavily  upon 
the   people,  and  would   soon   be  more  distinctly 
felt  in   the  form  of  taxes   by  every  man  and   in 
every  family.     He  had,  upon  due  consideration, 
determined    to  vote   in   favor  of  the  amendment 
made  m  Committee,  reducing  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment to  SIX   thousand   men.     Nothing,  however, 
would  have  induced  him  to  take  any  part  in  the 
debate,  but  the  alarming  course  of  argument  pur- 
sued on  the  other  side  of  the  House.     The  strange 
suggestions  to  which  he  alluded,  coming  as  they 
did  from  a  gentleman  of  standing — the  Chairman 
of  th«  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations — and  simi- 
lar sentiments  ex(>ressed  by  other  gentlemen,  had 
really  alarmed  him.     He  feared  that  all  was  not 
right.      He    was    apprehensive,    that    there    was 
some   mystery  in  the  present  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,   which   was   judged    unfit  lo    be   com- 
municated either  to  the  people  or  their  represen- 
tatives.    He  feared  that  some  design  which  could 
not  be  avowed,  was  maturing,  to  keep  up  a  large 
standing   army    in    time    of   peace;   or    that    ihe 
peace   lately  negotiated,   which  had    been   hailed 
with  so  much  enthusiasm,  was  deceptive  ;  that  the 
people  had    been  amused,  and  would    be  deceived 
in  their  expectation  of  permanent  peace  and    in- 
creasing proyperity.     He  could  not  but  be  alarmed 
to   Snd    that   the   Secretary  of  War   had   recom- 
mended the  keeping  up  a  regular  army  of  20.000 
— to  hear  that  this  plan  met  the  approbation  of 
the  Administration,  and  to  see  that  it  found  advo- 
cates in  ihat  House.     Mr.  S.  said  that  it  appeared 
to  him  as  if  gentlemen  had  forgotton  not  only  the 
first  principles  of  our  Government,  but  had  deter- 
mined to  renounce  all  the  sentiments  which  their 
friends  had  formerly  avowed. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  if  there  was  any  one  principle 
which  might  be  called  fundamental  to  our  civil 
institutions,  and  which  above  all  others  had  re- 
ceived the  decided  approbation  of  the  friends 
of  civil  liberty  in  the  United  Slates  without  dis- 
tinction of  party,  itwas  this — that  a  standing  army 
was  not  to  be  tolerated  in  time  of  peace.  It 
formed  a  prominent  cause  of  complaint  in  the  vin- 
dication of  independence,  and  was  denounced  in 


many  of  the  Slate  constitutions— it  was  directly 
in  opposition  to  the  uniform  opinion  of  our  sages 
and  patriots.     Yet  ihe  plan  seemed  to  have  made 
many  new  friends.    All  the  common-place  reasons 
in  favor  of  such  a  measure   (and  none  other  had 
been  urged)  had  been  resorted  to— reasons  which 
always  had  been  and  always  would  be  pressed  into 
such  a  service.     Such  as,  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
world;  large  armies  kept  up  by  rival  Powers;  the 
unruly  disposition  of  savage  tribes;  the  necessity  of 
always  being  prepared  lor  war  lo  preserve  peace 
Thisand  ihe  like  speciesof  drapery  always  bad  and 
ever  would  beheld  up  to  conceal  the  real  motives 
ot    political    action.      The  same  arguments    bad 
been  used  for  more  than  a  century  to  support  the 
same  measure,  and  served  only  to  prove  a  solemn 
truth,  that  an  army  was  always  in  favor  of  those 
in  power.     Mr.  S.  said,  thai  he  imputed  nothintr 
remarkable  to  the  Government  for  cherishing  such 
a  means  of  patronage  and  power,  but  thought  it  be- 
came the  representatives  of  the  people  to  discour- 
age and  restrain  it.     For  his  own  pan  he  would 
not  vote  for  a  man  more  than  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  common  garrison  duty.     He  was  how- 
ever, more  alarmed  at  the  seniiraents  expressed 
in  regard    to  the   peace.     The  honorable  gentle- 
man had   urged  as  a  reason  against  reducing  the 
Army,  that  we  had  no  security  for  the  duration  of 
the  peace;  that  the  British  Government  had  not 
relinquished  its  pretensions;  and  that  if  the  same 
cau.strs  of  war  should  occur  again,  the  peace  would 
also  have  an  end.     And  ihegenileman  also  added, 
that  our  condition  was  only  that  of  a  free  or  sus- 
pended   hostility.     Mr.   S.  said,   that   this   was 
alarming  information  indeed  ;  and  his  only  con- 
solation was  derived   from  a  conviction,  thai  it 
was  wholly  unfounded.     He  asked  if  ii  could  be 
possible  that  the  treaty  lately  negotiated  was  mere 
deception?     He  hoped  and   believed   that  it  was 
not,  but  that  it  had   been   produced   by  the  dear- 
bought  experience,  that  nothing  was  to  be  gained 
by  the  war.     The  error  into  which  the  gentleman 
had  fallen  was  this:  he  supposed  that,  as  t lie  Brit- 
ish Government  had  not  relinquished  us  preten- 
sions, the  causes  of  war  still   existed,  and   might 
again  produce   hostility,  if  again  resorted  lo  by 
ihai    Government.     But    Mr.   S.  said,  thai  this 
opinion  was  not  correct ;  the  honorable  gentleman 
seemed   to  have  forgotten   thai  we  had  declared 
the  war,  and  were  the  complainants,  and  that,  go- 
ing to  war  for  specific   causes,  when  we   made  a 
general   peace  without   providing   (or  ihem.  we 
must  be  considered  as  having  abandoned   them. 
There  existed  no  necessity  for  the  Briiish  to  giwe 
up  iheir  pretensions,  unless  they  intended  so  lo  do ; 
so  far  from  it,  by  the  acknowledged   laws  of  na- 
tions, every  cause  of  war  not  provided  for  by  the 
treaty  is  considered  as  given  up.  and  can  never  be 
again  made  the  foundation  of  hostility,  without  a 
breach  of  public  faith.     This  rule  was  general, 
and  had  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of 
the  most  approved  writers  upon  the  Jaw  of  nations. 
A  treaty  of^  peace  not   only  puts  an  end   to  the 
war.  but  abolishes   the  cause  of  it.     The  |)arty 
who  made  the  war,  and  then  the  peace,  can  never 
again  recommence  hostilities  for  the  same  causes  ; 
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k^e.  in   modtrrn   treaties,  there  will  always   be 
id  a  leadiDgt  proriiiion,  that  the  peace  shall  be 
or  perpetual,  or  universal,  or  of  the  like  im- 
pcAi,  the  meaning  oi'  which  is,  not  that  there  shall 
betno  future  wajr,  but  that  peace  is  to  be  perpetual, 
^s^ar  as  respeors  the  former  points  of  difference.  * 
:  Mr.  S.  said,  uhat   the  operation  of  this   prin- 
cij^e  of  nsiion^l  law  upon  the  subject,  was  ob- 
yic^i-i.     VVe  ha4    gone  to  war  ostensibly  on  ac- 
cio^t  of  theOrdcrs  in  Council ;  we  had  continued 
i\  (tcause  of  inrjpressments  from  American  raer- 
c<bif>'   vessels;  we   complained,  as   occasion    re- 
qu^tJ,  about    blockades    and    other  subordinate 
iliaj|prs.     As  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  treaty 
d»d.^not  operate  upon    that  subject,  because  they 
hi(5  been  repeaUed    at  the   beginning  of  the  war, 
ant^dtd   not  constitute  a  matter  in  dispute  when 
thejreaty  was  signed — therefore  that  subject  was 
npi^ouched  by  the  treaty.     If  they  should  again 
b€  '  newed.  we  .should  have  the  same  right  to  go 
to  »,ar  on  that  au:couni  as  we  had  before,  and  no 
VEko\f  \  but  he  lUought   that  there  was  not  the  re- 
ino|^st  probabihiy  that  the  British  Government, 
af:t«  having  volluntarily  abandoned  them,  would 
ev^^again  resort-  to  sucn  an  experiment.    But  the 
caju^s  for  whicl^  the  war  had   been  continued  af- 
le*  jjhe  repeal  of",  those  orders,  and  after  the  offer 
o^a'i  an  armisti(ie  and  pacific  arrangement,  stood 
up(l^  a  different  footing,  and  were  expressly  with- 
in  iCe  principle.     At  the  head  of  the  list  was  the 
po^^  of  irapres:irpent.    We  claimed  that  our  flag 
shi)5(|d  cover  and.  protect  all  persons  on  board  our 
mtr /^antraen.     VVe  continued  the  war  because 
of  111-  right  clain»ed  and  exercised  by  the  British 
to  sen  re  h.  and  toitake  away  their  own  subjects; 
andiecause  of  ijiie  abuse  of  that  right  in  often 
tai»ii^  real  Amer;can,i:ilizens  under  pretence  that 
th^y^.were  subjects,  "^et  the  treaty  is  silent  upon 
tb^  leaner;  not  alletteris  to  be  found  in  itimpair- 
^^il  T  f  ^^"/^g"»a''D§  ihe  exercise  of  the  claim, 
fierelore.  maintain  that  our  flag 
board   our  merchant 


we 
re- 


in* "W  even  regui< 
"Wieeun  never,  ifi 

shAlj  cover  the  persons  on  board  our  merchs 
shfc^,  Nor,  if  wj;  act  with  good  faith,  can  ■ 
evfi-iigain  go  to  irar  for  the  common  abuses  he.c- 
tolt)(4;  practised-4for  these  were  the  causes  of  the 
w«r««ftiich  this  riace  has  ended;  all  that  can  be 
lefl  %)  u-,  acting  {onajide.  is  to  endeavor  by  ami- 
ca{.U»rrangemeiiis  to  provide  against  abuses  of 
th^ttlaim.  whicli  this  treaty  has  converted  into 
an^Ajnowledgedi right.  The  same  might  be  said 
ot  k^lVckades  and  |he  rei«  of  our  maritime  preten- 

-  *</«/,  hb.  4,  c|iap.  2.  .sect.  19— "The  cflfect  of  a 
trei»t}*(if  peace,  is  jto  put  »n  end  to  the  war,  and  to 
abo<iA  the  subject  .Jf  it.  It  leaves  the  contracting  par- 
ties: v^ihout  any  ri^hU  of  committing  hosUlity  either 
for  ili  bubject  wl,icii  kirjdled  the  war,  or  for  what 
haalp^Jpsed  in  the  ccjurte  of]it;  it  is  therefore  no  longer 
perflii|.ed  to  take  u^  arms  for  the  same  cause  ;  accord- 
ingiv-  In  these  treaties  the  parties  reciprocally  oblige 
thenis|l%e8  to  a  per^relual  peace,  which  is  not  to  be  un- 
derbic^'J  as  if  the  coiitracUn^  parties  promised  never  to 
raateVaronetchotlier,  for  nny  cause  whatever.  Peace 
relaw/ti>  the  war  which  i«  terminates,  and  as  it  for- 
bidnJii  revival  of  d.a  same  war,  by  taking  up  arms  for 
toe  rajsc  which  at  first  kindled  it,  is  in  reahty  per- 

\  ■      1 

:  ~      •  » 

:  i:  :        J 


sions.  The  treaty  was  silent— the  enemy  would 
not  suffer  them  to  be  named — they  are  all  givea 
up — we  have  ourselves  abandoned  the  new  doc- 
trine of  "Free  Trade  and  Sailor;,'  Rights,"  and 
can  never  again  rightfully  draw  the  sword  on 
those  pretensions. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  did  not  slate  this  by  way  of 
reproach  against  the  Government,  for  concluding 
such  a  peace — he  had    predicted   and  rejoiced   at 
the  event.     It  had  saved  the  country,  which  was 
enough  for  him.     He  should  not  venture  even  to 
give  a  character  to  the  peace,  nor  insinuate  that 
It  was  not   such   as  it   ought  to   have    been.     He 
only  wished  that  the  people  might  understand!  it 
— that  It  might  pass  for  what  it  was  worth,  and 
no  more.     Mr.  S.  said   that  the  general  principle 
of  public  law,  which  he  had  laid  down,  was  not 
only  just  in  itself,  but  its  application  to   our  case 
had  been  anticipated  and  recognised  by  the  Ad- 
ministration ;  were  it  not  for  such  a  principle,  war 
would  be  interminable.     Peace  would  inueed   be 
nothing  more  than  a  truce.     What  nation  would 
make  j>eace  with  its  enemy  merely  to  afford  lioie 
for    better   preparation,  if  the  war  might  be  re- 
commenced on  the  old  grounds  when  he  was  in- 
clined so  to  do?     When  he  said  that  the  Admin- 
istration had  recognised  this  principle  of  public 
law,  he  spoke  from   documents  which  could   not 
err.     In  the  instructions  from  the  Department  of 
Slate  to  our  Ministers  at  Ghent,  bearing  date  April 
loth,  1812,  Mr.  Monroe  says — "I  have  to  repeat, 

•  that  the  great  object  which  you  have  to  secure,  in 
'  regard  to  impressment,  is,  ttiat  the  flag  shall  pro- 
'  tect  the  crew.     Your  first  duty  is  to  conclude  a 

•  peace  with  Great  Britain, and  you  are  authoiized 
'  to  do  It,  in  case  you  can  obtain  a  satisfactory  slip- 
'  ulation  against  impressment ;  one  which  will  se- 
'  cure  under  our  flag  protection  to  ttie  crew." 
'■  It  this  encroaclimeul  is  not  provided  for,  the 
'  United  Slates  have  appealed  to  arms  in  vaio.  If 
'  your  efforts  to  accomplish  it  should  fail,  you  will 

•  return  home  without  delay." 

In  the  instructions  of  ibe  28ili  January  1814, 
these  words  will  be  found:  "On  impressment, 
'  as  to  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  De  exempt 
'  from  it,  I  have  nothing  new  to  add — the  senii- 

•  mentsof  the  President  have  undergone  no  change 

•  on  this  important  subject.  This  degrading  prac- 
'  tice  mu>l  cease;  our  flag  must  protect  tne  crew, 
'  or  the  United  States  cauuoi  consider  themselves' 
'  as  an  independent  nation." 

In  a  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, on  the  subject  of  impressment,  of  29ih  Jan- 
uary 1813,  it  IS  said:  "To  appeal   to  arms,  and 

•  to  lay  them  down  without  securing  it,  would  be 
'  considered  in  no  other  light  than  a  lelinquish- 
■  inent  of  it." 

But  the  most  important  public  document  upon 
the  point,  was  the  insiruciions  to  our  Ministers  of 
the  27th  June,  1814,  because  these  were  sent  after 
the  peace  in  Europe  was  known  to  this  Govern- 
ment. In  that  despatch  is  the  following  sentence  : 
•'As  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  United  Slates, 
'  10  suffering  the  treaty  to  be  sileni  on  ihe  sub- 
'  ject  of  impressment,  to  admit  the  British  claim 
'  thereon, or  to  relinquish  that  of  the  United  States, 
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'  it  is  highly  important  that  any  such  inference 
'  should  be  entirely  precluded  by  a  declaration,  or 
*  protest,  in  some  form  or  other,  that  the  omission 
'  IS  not  to  have  such  a  tendency." 

Mr.  S.  asked  whether  the  treaty  contained  any 
»uch  declaration,  or  protest — whether  any  other 
instrument  of  protest  had  been  communicated  to 
the  British  Ministers  before  the  treaty  was  signed  ? 
No  such  paper  has  been  communicated,  and  none 
existed.  Suppose,  instead  of  such  a  protest,  dis- 
tinct propositions  had  been  made  by  our  Minis- 
ters on  the  point  of  impressment,  and  had  been 
instantly  rejected,  would  not  this  put  the  point 
beyond  doubt?  If  such  was  not  the  fact,  why 
had  not  all  the  papers  accompanying  the  treaty 
been  laid  before  the  House?  For  these  reasons, 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  saw  no  cause  to  fear  that  the 
war  would  be  renewed  if  the  United  States  acted 
with  good  faith.  He  looked  for  a  durable  peace, 
in  the  interest  which  both  parties  had  in  main- 
taining it.  But  if  the  enetny  should  so  act  as  to 
bring  about  war  again,  without  fault  of  our's. 
the  country  would  yet  be  safe.  We  could  soon 
have  as  good  an  army  as  that  now  to  be  disband- 
ed. And  until  we  had,  the  people  could  defend 
themselves.  We  want  no  mercenary  army  to  de- 
fend the  country  on  sudden  emergencies. 

Our  safety  lies  in  the  spirit,  bravery,  and  patri- 
otism of  the  people.  Uid  we  want  proof  of  this  ? 
Let  us  caM  our  eyes  to  Sackett's  Harbour,  Platts- 
burg,  and  particularly  to  New  Orleans,  where 
the  brave  militia  of  the  country,  aided  by  their 
Western  brethren,  with  no  other  aid  than  two 
skeleton  regiments,  had  repulsed  the  enemy  with 
signal  slaughter.  This  had  taught  the  world  a 
lesson,  how  freemen  would  defend  their  homes. 
Why  then.  Mr.  S.  asked,  should  we  keep  up  this 
army  at  the  expense  of  many  millions  of  dollars  ? 
For  one,  he  would  not  consent  to  it.  The  taxes 
imposed  on  tlie  people  were  enormou-. ;  they  could 
not  be  dispensed  with  until  our  finances  and  credit 
were  restored.  We  should  retrench  as  much  as 
posiible.  Lop  off  every  unnecessary  article  of 
expense,  and  commence  a  system  of  rigid  econo- 
my. Upon  the  whole,  he  trusted  that  the  amend- 
ment made  in  Committee  would  be  confirmed  in 
the  House  by  a  decided  majority. 

Mr.  Macu.n  said,  he  would  not  take  up  the 
treaty  or  its  merits,  nor  discuss  the  subject  of 
Executive  recommendations;  but  he  should  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question  of  what  it  would  be 
proper  for  the  United  States  to  do  in  the  present 
state  of  things.  Six  or  ten  thousand  men  were 
nothing  as  a  war  establishment.  If  the  treaty 
was  only  a  truce,  we  ought  not  to  stop  at  ten 
thousand  men;  instead  of  disbanding  our  forces, 
we  ought  to  go  on  recruiting  them,  to  be  prepared 
for  the  state  of  things  which  will  take  place  when 
the  truce  expires.  But,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  took  the 
treaty  for  a  covenant  of  peace,  and  he  was  willing, 
in  good  faith,  to  carry  it  into  effect.  There  was 
a  mistake,  on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen,  in  re- 
gard to  what  had  been  the  original  Peace  Estab- 
lishment. During  all  the  trouble  between  this 
country  and  Spain  and  Britain,  no  addition  had 
been  authorized  to  the  old  Peace  Establishment. 


until  after  the  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake,  and 
when  the  law  then  passed  there  was  great  dispute 
about  the  title  of  it,  that  the  additional  force  might 
not  be  considered  a  part  of  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment.  The  old  Peace  Establishment 
consisted  of  one  brigade  only.  With  that  force 
we  had  taken  possession  of  Louisiana  ;  with 
that  force  we  had  maintained  it,  besides  keep- 
ing garrisons  in  most  of  cur  present  forts. 
The  Indians,  he  thought,  might  be  safely  left 
to  themselves;  our  forts  would  not  now  be  in- 
creased, and  all  the  force  that  appeared  to  him 
necessary,  was  so  much  as  should  be  suflicienl  to 
keep  our  works  in  repair.  The  true  way  to  make 
our  railitia  efficient,  is  to  let  them  know  that  the 
safety  of  the  nation  depends  on  them,  and  to  take 
nothing  more  from  the  products  of  their  labor  to 
support  regular  soldiers,  than  is  ab>olutely  neces- 
sary. In  proportion  as  men  live  easily  and  com- 
fortably, in  proportion  as  they  are  free  from  the 
burdens  of  taxation,  they  will  be  attached  to  the 
Government  in  which  they  live.  For  his  part, 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  should  be  willing  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  old  Peace  Establishment,  of  three 
thousand  men. 

As  to  the  Indian  hostilities,  Mr.  M.  apprehended 
we  should  now  hear  very  little  of  them.  The 
Northwestern  Company  had  been  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Indian  wars;  and  it  was  now  their  inter- 
est to  end  them.  So  long  as  the  British  Ministry 
were  on  an  amicable  fooling  with  this  Govern- 
ment, so  long  the  Indians  will  remain  at  peace. 
It  was  no  matter  what  men  composed  ihe  British 
Ministry,  and  therefore  immaterial  in  this  debate; 
whether  they  are  the  Cannings,  Castlereaghs,  or 
Wellesleys.  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  them  all  as 
devoted  to  the  British  interests. 

As  to  Spain,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  considered  the 
question   settled  as  to  the  territory  west  of  the 
Perdido.     The  people  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
had  settled  that  question.     If  he  had  been  so  in- 
clined, would   Ferdinand  of  Spain  have  missed 
the  favorable  opportunity  afforded  by  the  double 
war  in  which  we  were  engaged,  to  have  made  an 
attempt  on  the  country?    Once  settle  that  coun- 
try, said  he.  and  you  will  want  no  garrisons  there. 
The  late  enemy  had  calculated   much  from  the 
operation  of  its  army  against  Orleans.     If  they 
were  satisfied  with   the  treaty  under  a  belief  of 
that  army  being  victorious,  and   the  key  of  the 
whole  Western  country  being  in  their  possession, 
would  they  be  dissatisfied  with  it  now,  when  that 
army  was  ascertained    to  be  destroyed,  and   the 
design  of  conquest  totally  defeated  ?    The  events 
in  that  quarter  might  be  urged  in   England  as  a 
reason  for  putting  the  Ministers  out  of  power,  but 
not  as  a  reason  for  violating  the  treaty.     Mr.  M. 
said   he  should  be  glad  to  see  a  reduction  of  the 
Army  now.    His  experience  had  shown  him  that, 
if  there  was  a  difficulty  in  raisins;  men  and  laying 
taxes,  there  was  a  greater  difficulty  in  getting 
rid  of  both.     He  had    heard   strong   arguments 
zealously  urged  why  taxes  should  not  be  repealed 
when   they  were  not  necessary,  and  he  was  cer- 
tain  they  would   not  be  repealed  if  they   were 
made   necessary  by  keeping  up  a  large   military 
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;  4^ce.     The>curitV  of  ihis  na.ion  reposes  noton  I  selves  would  hare  been  forboroe      I  7.       " 

*  I*  ^  T  "^i"!!!^  ^'"^';  ''"'i^"  "'"  happiness  and  ,  prepared  to  act  on  the  prmcmie  of  i^  ''"*'  *"" 
.  tr«edom  of  *be  peqple.  It  is  much  cheaper  to  ;  drop  ibe  curtain  of  oblivln  nn  ./  ^^^''^'V-'o 
t  i*rry  on  a  ^^r  w.th  regulars  than  m.luia.but  a  ,  cultivate  u^^  so  oecelrv  lor  .h^^V'  '"'^  '° 
.  Jegular  arm?  ought,  not  to  be  kept  up  in  l..ne  of ,  and  prosperity  of  ^henano/  ^  .1  ''^^'"""y 
i^ace.     Wn,t  enabled    the  people  ti  stand  «he    decla^d  To  ^Jrelt    the  pra^^^^  '^^  ^" 

;  fl.tory  al^c'  t  un. vjr.ally  proves,  tUt  .nV^p^r!    j^ctral^ttt  7 0"^^!^ ^^^^  to^j^ '/r T  =  °'- 
.;  fci'R  as  you  ri'ly  on  Regulars,  mi    tia  lose  th^'ir#'ffi      R.,r  .k  .1  l  ■  JUi>t'jy   ine  war. 

: ley j^ u^jy  Vol mu;r;;;''.hrm,'£™?„ i b^. ' ;?: 'z:° ',ne':'i„" »" ,"■'?"'  ="' 

I  VloKT.  lie  routl  ftel.  |bal  oo  him,  and  others  like    Iii/a^,,  r?.!.'  t        ?  P'     "'  '""  '"'gorten 

I  S,  ,he  .,e„  or,,ie  „..,o„  „4,.  a„.  t^o'^^^  |  i','^  r^^IXt,-,,'-'-.!,;  o^^^e  ™;-^l?."'r 

our  seamen  but  to  take  her  own.  He  has  for- 
gotten that  he  pressed  us  to  put  a  stop  to  the  fur- 
ther progre.->  of  the  war.  as  the  OrdeVs  in  Coun- 
cil were  revoked  ;  and  yet  he  ^ays.  the  right  of 
impressment  has  been  ::.ven  up;  that  the  right 


;  j^anding  army.    HeMioped  the  House  would  con- 
»«jriu  reducijig  the:numberof  men  to  six  thou- 
.ynd;  thougtn  he  should   like  it  well   if  it  were 
e^duced  still  ^wer.  ' 
,  .Hlr.  McKra,  said,  he  was  opposed  to  the  amend 


JlJent  for  reducing  the  force  of 'the  ArmV  as"iow  as  !  of  hiruT"!.  "^t  °^*'"  ''"'^"  "P  '  '*'•'  (he  right 

*■"•-'  -■■■  «™™  rj'.;:  .?^i; '  '■  s;:S.XK;:3r.r irrji 


I 


irom  any  Jippreh^-nsion  of  insincerity  m  the  ,  be   recolleri..rl   hv   oil    .1    .  /^  r. 

acebetweeMheUnitedStaiesandGreatBrit      da.r^ed  X   nal^^f^^  ^'""^   ^'"^'"  "^^" 

a;  bHt   he  vas  in    favor  of  proceeding  on  the    seamen   .n<I   J  "«pressment  of  American 

Common  rulevof  prurience  and  caution     The  l.e  '  h«v?h  '  '°r^'  '^^'  '**^  ^'S^*'  «^°"'d  "o^ 

t^-Jemy  had  at  th.s^irje  a  lar-^e  forceon'our  coasts     ^p  1       7'^^  'he  causes  of  the  war  ;  but  that 
4d  borders.  3„y  thi,ty  five   thouTand  m"n    Tn !  '      ^      *'"'^'^  'K^  "8^'    '"   •«''^    B""«h    seamen 
».h  Great  B,Ln,;s^ri;a^nrn   ITol  I'ng       '  u:tr%rHe;Ve':f't^^at^clar  ^"'"'  "T"''  ^"^' 
verful  a  fo»ce  in  our  neighborhood   it  was  not   1  nZ     <E  r  f h    ^k   .  7,*""'  '^P^^^'^d  our  sea- 

his  opinior^'  compatible  with    prudelcT  o  re      M<^l.t'     '  ^'"^Z'  '?  ^°"'''^''  '"^PO'^'"?  'Ilepal 
e   the  Miliary  Establishment'      nhTs  dei  -'    iX    hXVwTr  ''^  almost  contempofaneoL 
U4$  in  social  j.fe.  ht^^  sa.d,  when  he  na.d  mnn.v  I  J  ti^claration  of  war,  and    before  she 

t Xny  man,  of  ever  .0  gr^aTand  unq'ueionable  ,ha7ou'  ^^  ^'^'^^^'^v ^"' J  "*"^'"  ^^^  «  ^^^^t 
i4egrity,  he  t«ok  a  .ece.pi  for  the  monerand  w!  .nf  f^^^f;"'*"^'  ^"'  '^'  ^«'  °f  ^'h.ch  she 
.ijuch  a  per.hn  owed  him  money  he  took  his  '  Canlr''  V  '^"  ^^'''^""O"  of  the  Orders  in 
.^d  or  note  tor  it;  and.  with  these  docrnents  I  ^,T  rf.  *n  ^^  """^"^  '*•«'  revocation  ;-of 
h|could,  it  necessary,  defend  his  right  Se  a  ^^i^  '^ese  Orders  in  Council  and  illegal  block- 
l5al  tribunal.  But  it  was  not  so  between  na  '  of  .0^''  "^"'^.7*''^  '""«  '>*<"ore  the  trlaty,  and, 
U%s,  whose  la:t  and  best  appeal  was  Torce  It"  JiT  ,  f'  "  ."""f'^.  "°'  ^'^  necessary,  by  treaty  to 
bjarne  the  du.y  of  nations, TerefZ  no  ndi  ,  xt  p7a"t!ce"'r^''"  "^''^  ""^°"''  ^^  '''  *"• 
c4«tly  todiia  m   tht-mselves.     He  said  he   wa J  iar  ,f ?  /    'mpressment   was  also,  by  the 

iV'^'y  toa  small   Military  EstabliSmeS     Tnd  '  SoDosfuT'"'^"?^*l" 

wj.  w.lling  to.reduceours.n  moderatio^       n  lEe    men  .a'   "      ?  f  'uV^'\  ^'"^  ^"^  '■*^- *•^*- 

eJ^aIDgstate  of  society,  without  mduUina  in  nn    I  '«VPfes:,ed,  fewer  by  far  than  we  are  taught 

g^ltrcu,  suspicions,  a\ould   b    mof' u^i  ,^^^^^  ^"^^"^   "P  "'^  [^^'-^•^d  to  liberty,  but  kep 

lent  never;  to  put  ourselves  in  the  no  we?  of  I  nX'^T'iV'^  ^"'  ^'j^ough  captured  in  time  of 
(♦r  nations.  P°"^'''  °'  !  Pf*ce,  as   their   Iriends  called  it.     I  ask   then    if 

the  right  of  impressment  of  American  ".seamen, 


|<*r  nations. 

Ur   WaiGHT  said  he   rose,  not  to  speak  to  the 

y:tion  ol  th-;  Army,  having  already  expressed 

fa.^.>pin.on  onhhat  snbject.   but   briefly  toTp  J 


" ,   .        ,     r .»...  »,,  ^iiiiciicjiu  seamen 

never  claimed,  has  been  given  up  ?  or  the  right  of 
blockade,  ^iven  up  without   treaty,  has   been   re 
fiU.  gentleman  ironi  New  jZ^eTlM^r  Tr?cJ  •  a'm  Y  "'  r'>^'"»   "-"'^'^   '"   .he  treatj^ 

ioh  who  had^ust  toid  the  Hou  Jt   a    we  went'  [  uk      e*  ow^^"^'  '   ''"i^'^'"'  °''  «'-»  B^'«-'"  'o 
inW.r  fn,  ..  »,^.  .._  . .      .    .   «'  we  went      akc  her  own  seamen  has  not  been  agreed  to  bv 

the  treaty.  If  she  has   not.  upon  the  fentlet^an's 
principles,  abandoned  it?     So  muc?,  „r,  as  ,0 


tit 


llJr  "  ','i'  ',""''  "''  ^i^lor;'righIs,"  illegal 


_    ..„  T       L    "       111       !      . -{■-'••t.iiuii      lias     UCtfl 

n  up.    I  .hculd  be.glad  to  know,  said  Mr  W 
he  could  n^ore  poantedly  have  given  a  char- 
r  to  the   pe^ce  or,  indeed,  more  incorrectly 
y  given  ihaj  character.     Sir.  after  the  advice 
.le  Fresiderft  to  cultivate  harmony  in  every 
j;on  of  the  Union.  ;>nd,  indeed,  when  remarks 
'ing  to  irnt;»te  Grfat   Britain   have   been  re- 
d  on  this  dfor,I  hftd  hoped  that  remarks  cal- 
led to  stir  u|)  the  angry  passions  among  our- 


and  seventeen  ships  in  time  of  peace  ;  we  endea- 
vored to  regain  them  by  replevin,  but  They  were 
eloigned,  or  rather  purloined,  and  we  obfain^d  a 

t:^z::  r^'^^^T'-'^^^'y  we"h?ve  "gt  i 

ffZl^  ''"'r'  °"''  -^^  purloined.  I  then  ask. 
tlZii  ^T^'""'  satisfaction,  and  if  it  would 
in!,K  ''^''"^  '^«  '^'P'  '*'^y  '^"k  after  be- 

ing thus  remunerated  by  a  condemnation  on  our 
capiat  m  v^Uhemam?    Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
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that  gentlemen  condemn  their  friends  in  the  Sen- 
ate, where  the  treaty  was  unanimously  ratified. 
Would  they  have  ratifie  I  a  treaty  giving  up  the 
rightof  impressment  ?  Would  they  have  given  up 
the  right  of  blockade,  or  any  other  right  ?  Would 
they  have  unanimously  ratified  so  dishonorable  a 
treaty  ?  It  would  be  as  foul  a  calumny  on  their 
patriotism  as  it  would  be  on  their  understanding, 
to  give  such  a  construction  to  the  treaty  Si°, 
I  trust  the  whole  American  people  will  be  satis- 
fied with  the  peace,  and  will  consider  the  war  as 
a  demonstration  of  the  strength  of  Republican 
Governments,  founded  on  the  affection  of  a  free 
people,  not  like  those  Governments  of  slaves,  ex- 
ecuted by  force  or  fear,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will 
demonstrate  to  Great  Britain  our  strength  ;  that 
we  have  not  only  the  power  but  the  will,  any- 
thing in  the  Federal  Opposition  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  and  convince  her  that  America, 
united,  is  invincible. 

Mr.  Farrow  was  in  favor  of  a  small  Peace 
Establishment.  We  had  gone  to  war,  he  said, 
with  a  very  small  regular  force,  and,  after  the 
conclusion  of  a  peace,  we  ought  at  least  to  reduce 
the  Army  to  the  amount  of  force  we  had  at  a  time 
when  war  was  daily  expected.  If  ever  we  again 
go  to  war.  he  said,  we  shall  act  on  the  defensive 
only,  and  our  militia,  in  every  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try, are  prepared  to  defend' the  soil.  From  the 
experience  of  the  past  war  we  shall  derive  immu- 
nity from  aggression,  because  our  citizen  soldiers 
have  shown  themselves  capable  of  defending  the 
soil.  They  now  know,  if  they  ever  before  doubt- 
ed It,  that  It  will  be  in  vain  to  invade  us.  If  you 
want  Canada,  said  he,  entice  the  British  Govern- 
ment, if  you  can,  to  attack  you.  and  the  militia 
will  soon  follow  an  enemy  over  the  lines.  For- 
eign nations,  he  believed,  however,  would  in  fu- 
ture have  too  much  wisdom,  if  not  too  much  good- 
ness, to  attack  us;  and  there  was  no  occasion  to 
keep  up  a  regular  military  force  for  defensive 
purposes.  He  was  in  favor  of  increasing  the 
Navy,  to  a  certain  extent,  but  opposed  to  a^larf^e 
military  force.  ° 

Mr.  CiiTHBERT  said,  there  could  be  no  doubt, 
he  thought,  that  in  the  regulation  of  our  Military 
Establishment,  there  should  be  some  mean  num- 
ber to  which  it  ought  to  be  reduced.  To  reduce 
it  as  low  as  was  proposed,  would  be  as  unwise,  in 
his  view,  as  not  to  reduce  it  at  all.  The  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  reduction,  were  not 
strong  enough  to  balance  the  objections  against 
it.  in  the  first  place,  he  argued,  it  was  extremely 
important  to  know  what  the  determination  and 
spirit  of  the  enemy  is.  In  going  into  and  coming 
out  of  a  contest,  it  is  all-important  to  know  whal 
is  the  spirit  of  your  antagonist.     Are  you  willing 


said  he,  to  tell  your  late  enemy,  you  rejoice  ex- 
tremely in  the  peace,  and  are  willing  to  rush  at 
once  into  extreme  tranquillity  ?  If  you  persuade 
him  that  the  people  were  so  anxious  for  the  re- 
turn of  peace,  that  they  would  therefore  sacrifice 
everything,  you  encourage  him  to  commit  future 
aggressions.  He  adverted  to  the  influence  of  such 
precipitation  on  our  own  people,  and  deprecated 
it  as  declaring  peace  and   tranquillity  too  much. 


and  relaxing  their  spirits  so  greatly,  that  it  would 
be  with  great  diflUculty,  in  case  of  future  wars 
being  forced  on  us.  they  could  be  induced  to  make 
the  necessary  sacrifices.  Militia,  he  said,  however 
to  be  depended  on.  were  not  calculated  for  garri- 
son duty,  which  they  abhorred  and  revolted  from, 
and  which  could  only  properly  be  performed  by 
regular  troops.  Neither  were  militia  fit  to  con- 
test a  regular  campaign,  with  an  enemy  in  a  fixed 
seat  of  war— such  a  campaign,  for  instance,  as  that 
of  the  last  Summer  on  the  Canadian  frontier. 
Would  you.  said  he,  for  such  a  service  depend  on 
militia  force,  serving  for  six  months,  and  contin- 
ually changing  at  the  end  of  that  term,  or  on  a 
regular  force,  competent  to  meet  in  the  open  field, 
and  to  manoeuvre  against  a  regular  army?  While 
no  one  more  highly  than  him  appreciated  the  en- 
thusiasm which  militia  had  displayed  in  occa- 
sional service,  he  denied  their  capacity  to  sustain 
an  equal  conflict  with  regular  troops  in  a  regular 
campaign.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
would  by  no  means  go  into  a  large  Military 
Establishment,  in  time  of  peace.  The  party  to 
which  he  belonged  had  always  been  averse  to 
heaping  unnecessary  burdens  on  the  people  ;  and 
the  lightness  of  the  burdens  imposed  on  them,  was 
what  had  induced  them  always  to  adhere  to  and 
support  the  Government  as  they  had  done  through- 
out the  war.  He  would  not  weaken  that  attach- 
ment, which,  in  the  moment  of  danger,  became  a 
principle  of  energy  and  action.  Ten  thousand 
men,  he  said,  for  a  time  of  trouble,  were  not  too 
few,  and  for  the  present  time,  he  thought,  would 
be  a  proper  force.  In  time  of  actual  war,  they 
would  serve  as  a  foundation,  and  a  foundation 
only  did  we  ever  want,  for  a  good  army. 

Mr.  Stuart  said  he  had  intended  to  have  given 
a  silent   vote   in   favor  of  the  largest  number  of 
men   proposed  ;  and,   notwithstanuing   the  argu- 
ments urged  against  the  number  of  ten  thousand 
men,  he  still  adhered  to  his  own  opinion,  that  ten 
thousand  men  would   not   be   too  many.     It  was 
much  easier   to  disband   than    to   raise  an  army  ; 
and.  while  we  have  some  of  the  best  troops  in  the 
world,  let  us  not  disband  too  many  of  them.  The 
difference  of  expense  between   six  and  ten  thou- 
sand men   for  a  [ew  months,  would   be   trifling. 
At  the  next  session,  if  we  had  peace  with  every 
nation   on   that  firm   basis   he  hoped  we  should 
have,  he  would  join  with  gentlemen  in  reducing 
the  Army  still  lower.  Ten  thousand  men,  he  said, 
he  wished   to  letain,  neither  as  a  Peace  or  War 
Establishment,    but  as  constituting  such   a  force 
as  the  times  required.     He  voted  for  this  number, 
not  entirely  because  a  large  force  had  been  rec- 
ommended  by   the   Executive,   but  on   his  own 
opinion,  deliberately  and  maturely  formed;  and, 
although  the  gentleman  who  had   moved  in  the 
Committee  to  strike  out  ten  thousand,  appeared 
to  hope  it  would    be  carried   by  a  large  majority, 
Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  the  contrary.    Mr.  S.  said 
he  would  pin   his  faith  on  no  man's  sleeve,  in  or 
out  of  this   House;  but   he  thought  we  had   no 
right  loexpect  tokeep  entireiyclear  of  allhostility, 
and  under  present  circumstances  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  reduce  the  Army  as  low^  as  was  proposed. 
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Ml^-^-  .  -^^^«y  ^^  Etablukment. February,  ISIS. 

,}.^l'FV''^r^  '*j'^  ^\^'"^  ''t^".  '°  ^°P"-  ""''•  I  f'o™  '«°  thousand  to  six.  He  rose  now~howeF. 
the  deba  e  of  to  4ay  that  we  had  made  peace  in  er.  principally  to  reply  to  the  argu„.enT'tharour 
the  .p.r.tctf  peace  and  that  the  Army  would  have  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Pefce  a.noumed  to 
Deen  redimpH   tn  h  ip  Ppa<>o  P.ioKi,..k^ .      t-u-     _^     i       .  .        ^      '  ^   »  «v.c  ^luouniea  to 


The 


"been  reduoed  to  tiie  Peace  Establishment 
people  of«he  Uoited  States  had  suffered  very 
great  privations,  ind  it  was  time  they  sliould  be 
relieved.  iVIr.  P.  said  he  had  some  little  know- 
ledge of  ^iffererit  Administrations  for  twenty 
years  past,:and  so  far  as  he  knew  them,  it  had 
always  bet  q  a  govd  time  to  continue  or  increase 
the  burden?  on  the  people  and  to  multiply  office-; 
but,  under  ;no  Administration  did  he  ever  know 


It  a  good  a,,d  proper  time   to  begin  the  reduction    should  protect  everything  under  it.     It  had  , aid 
of  expensed  and  ah.o  limn  nr  nffi/.oc      Wo  ho,j  i.„^„     u ._   ...       ,    '    .    »^  .  ^  "au  .,aiu, 


i 


of  expensed  and  abolition  of  offices.     He  had  been 
in  hopes,  Ue  said,,  that  gentlemen  who  have  the 
managerae»it  of  the  affairs  of  Administration,  and 
Lad  profes.'Vd  great   Republicanism,  would  have 
shown  a  willingness,  when  they  had   the  power, 
to  practice. ^hat  they  had  preached.     The  argu- 
ment that  xve  mu>«t  support  an  army  because  The 
British  have   men    in    Canada,   is  entitled   to  no 
weight.    If  we  are  to  support  thirty  thousand  men 
on  that   ground,  we  need   no  war  to  destroy  the 
Administration  arid   beggar   the  people;   we  had 
better  be  in  war,  indeed,  than  in  such  a  peace  as 
that.     Anoiher  gentleman  was  afraid  of  reducing' 
the  Army  lest   Britain   should  suppose   we  were 
fjeariily  tir«d  of  the  war  and  could  not  bear  the 
^urdens  o;  It.     Thjs  argument   he  treated  as  ab- 
^.kurd— punuhing  ourselves  to  no  purpose.     In  re- 
^rd  to  the  ^iffereat  calculations  as  to  the  expense 
l^l  a  mihtar*y  force.i  he  said  it  was  probable  they 
«rere  all  unjerratejl;  that  the  calculation  of  the 
'jcpense  of  ^n  armjf  was  something  like  that  of 
)Uilding  a  l,ouse;  when  you  have  made  your  es- 
.  froiate.  youx)ught  io  double  the  estimate,  which 
:  jvih  then   f«ill  shorl  of  the  actual  expense.     By 
.  Ul   the  direy:t  and:  internal   taxes,  he  said    the 
;  government  had  not  yet  collected  from  the  people 
;  ive   millions  of  dojlars.     The  army  proposed  to 
;  ye  retained  would  cost   more   per  year  than  had 
,  )fen   actually  collected  from   the   people  dunned 
:  he  laie  war.     We; ought,  he  said,  now  to  look 
,  orward.an-a   not   .o  look   back;  there  had  been 
,^ore  irritation  and  talking  about  "the  enemy" 
-day  than  ihere  had  been  for  almost  a  yeardur- 
g  the  war,    Mr.  P.  made  a  few  other  remarks   ' 
oing   to  sh-jw  that   the  burdens  on   the   people 
ught   to   bt|  reduced  as  soon  as   possible,  which 
>ould  only  be  accomplished    by  an  adequate  re- 
luciion  of  t?ie  Arni;y.  ^ 

:"J  Mr.  Calhoun  w^s  more  and  more  convinced 
ihil'  '^'•.^P^d'encv  of  breaking  up  at  once  our 
Jfiole  Military  Establishment.  Had  they  before 
fipm,  he  asked,  or  could  they  have  at  this  session 

f";  Z^'T'"'^  ^^^"?J^^^^  whereon  to  fix  the  Peace 
fltablishment?  If  they  had,  there  would  prob- 
y  be  little  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject; 
i]l  ihey  had  not.  gentlemen  had  said,  that  to 
»^in  so  great  a  force  would  imply  a  suspicion  of 
«  good  faun  of  G,eat  Britain  in  regard  to  the 
i>»ce.  His  reply  tq  that  argument  was,  that  if 
U^  largest  ni*mber  qow  proposed  beagreed  to,  we 
8ft411  reduce  jjur  army  to  one-sixth  of  the  amount 
-'our  \\ar  ^establishment;  that  is  to  say  from 
J  to  ten  thousand  men,  and  ultimately  perhaps 

I 
J 

»  . 


an  abandonment  to  Great  Britain  of  the  right  of 
impressment,  dec;  to  an  abandonment  of  ^- free 
trade  and  sailors'  rights."  In  the  first  place  he 
denied  the  position  that  this  country  had  ever  set 
up  a  claim  to  the  immunity  of  the  flag.  We  had 
always  been  ready  to  make  any  arrangement  by 
which  our  own  seamen  should  be  protected.  Al- 
though the  Government  perhaps  ought  to  have 
done  so,  it  never  made  it  a  point,  that  the  flag 


Ixowever.  that  unless  ilie  flag  did  protect  all  sail- 
ing under  it,  it  would   be  difficult  lo  remedy  the 
abuse  of  the  search  for  persons.     We  offered  the 
rule  that  the  flag  should    protect   the  5.eamen,  as 
one  subject  to  modification.     This  Government 
had  always  been  willing  to  make  such  reciprocal 
regulations  as  should  in  this  respect  secure  to  each 
nation  Its   rights.     The  celebrated   seamen's  bill 
as  It  was  generally  called,  was  the  result  of  a  dis- 
position of  this  sort.     We  have  denied  the  right 
ol  Great  Britain  to  take  any  other  than  her  own 
seamen;  and  have  we  made  any  stipulation,  ex- 
press or  implied,  by  which  we   yielded  the  right 
of  our  citizens  to  exemption  from   impressment 
by  her  authority  ?     On  the  contrary,  said  Mr.  C. 
I  maintain  that  that  right  issabstautially  and  for-^ 
ever  fixed.     We  have  exhibited,  during  this  war, 
a  power  and  an  energy  of  character  which  will 
prevent  any  Power  from  hereafter  finding  it  ex- 
pedient to  take  our  or  any  other  seamen  fr'orn  our 
decks. 

Mr.   C.   added,   he    had   no    doubt    but   Great 
Britain  would  be  willing  to  guard  against  future 
collision  on  that  subject,  to  enter  into  reciprocal 
arrangements  which  shall  preclude  hereafter  any 
necessity  or  pretence  for  searching  our  merchant 
vessels  for  her  seamen.     There   is  no  abandon- 
ment on  our  part,  by  the  treaty,  of  any  right.    He 
had  seen  assertions  to  the  contrary  in  newspapers- 
but  he  never  expected   to  have   heard  it  gravely 
said  on   this   floor,    that   it    would   be  .something 
like  a  violation  of  the   treaty  if  we  should  here- 
after resist   the   practice  of  impressment  of  our 
seamen.     The  war.  Mr.  C.  said,  had  effected  all 
Its  great  objects.     The  British  cl?im  of  impress- 
ment, wnich  we  resisted,  ended  with   the  Euro- 
pean war.     It  was  a  claim  resulting  from  a  state 
o    war.      1  hat  state  ceasing,  the  operation  of  the 
claim  ceased,  and   there  was  no  necessity  for  a 
treaty  stipulation  asainst  a  claim  which  was  ex- 
tinct.    I{   war  should  again  break  out  in  Europe 
and  that  claim  be  revived,  (which  he  believed  it 
would  not.)  we  shall  be  in  a  better  condition  than 
ever  to  assert  the   rights  of  our  citi/ens  ;   though, 
he  believed,  we  have  made  such  an  impression  on 
the  British  nation,  that  it  will  never  feel  the  same 
disposition  hereafter  that  it  has  formerly  evinced 
to  encroach  on  our  rights,  which  are  now  better 
^^cured  than  by  paper  or  parchment  siipulaiions. 
iney  are  secured  and   settled    by  the  vigor  and 
energy  of  the  American  people,  who  will  again 
De  ready  to  draw  the  sword  if  Britain  again  en- 
crouches  on  our  dearest  rights. 
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Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  because  I  am  unwilling  to 
consume  much  of  the  precious  time  of  the  House. 
at  this  late  period  of  the  ses.sion,  that  I  rise  with 
reluctance  to  reply  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  The  Con- 
stitutional day  for  terminating  the  deliberations 
of  this  body  is  at  hand  ;  and  a  discussion,  involv- 
ing a  question  of  such  magnitude  as  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  cannot  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner 
which  all  parties  would  desire. 

The  reluctance  I  have  expressed,  is  not  meant 
as  mere  matter  of  form,  by  way  of  exordium.  It 
is  sincerely  felt.  But  in  avowing  it,  I  must  not 
be  suspected  of  any  disposition,  from  personal  or 
political  motives,  tu  avoid  a  discussion,  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  appears  to  seek.  I  rejoiced 
with  all  my  heart  at  the  restoration  of  peace,  and 
I  should  now  rejoice  at  such  a  discussion  of  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  as  sooner  or  later  must 
take  place.  Could  I  have  my  choice,  I  would 
choose  this  day  for  the  discussion.  I  feel  every 
disposition  to  communicate  to  my  constituents 
the  reflections  naturally  arising  out  of  the  new 
slate  of  things  which  exists.  When  the  proper 
moment  does  arrive,  and  the  House  consents  to 
take  up  this  question  for  full  discussion,  I  shall 
hold  myself  in  readiness  to  engage  in  it  with  the 
solemnity  it  requires,  and  to  (he  extent  of  which 
I  may  be  capable.  It  will  still  depend  very  much 
upon  the  prudence  and  discretion  of  gentlemen 
in  the  majority,  whether  the  few  remaining  days 
of  the  session  will  be  consumed  in  a  debate, 
which  by  no  means  promises  to  be  a  very  profit- 
able one  to  them. 

Already  has  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina said  enough  to  justify  the  few  remarks  I 
propose  to  offer  in  reply  to  his  extraordinary  as- 
sertions, and  the  strange  and  unexpected  positions 
he  has  ventured  to  lay  down. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  execution  of  the  task  I 
have  as>igned  myself,  it  will  be  proper  to  notice. 
Hs  first  in  order,  the  particular  question  of  reducing 
the  Military  Establishment  to  the  standard  pro- 
posed, six  thousand  men.  On  this  subject,  I  en- 
tirely concur  m  the  opinion  exprevsed  by  my 
friend  next  to  me,  (Mr.  Grosvenor.)  I  agree 
with  him,  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  dic- 
tates of  prudence,  and  the  best  maxims  of  wisdom, 
regarded  by  all  provident  and  well  regulated  Gov- 
ernments, to  disarm  the  country  in  the  present 
slate  of  Its  affairs.  I  agree  in  the  statesmanlike 
view  he  has  concisely  and  eloquently  taken  of 
this  subject.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  impolitic 
and  unsafe  to  cut  down  our  Military  Establish- 
ment to  the  peace  standard,  before  Great  Britain 
had  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
and  restored  the  important  military  posts  she  now 
occupies  within  our  territory.  1  am  happy  to 
find  that  opinion  confirmed  and  corroborated  by 
my  experienced  and  worthy  colleague  who  sits 
near  me,  (Mr.  Stuart.)  He  has  given  his  opinion 
also,  to  the  House,  in  ihe  language  of  a  soldier 
and  a  statesman,  uninfluenced  by  those  little 
party  feelings  which  sometimes  sway  the  most 


independent  minds,  and  warp  the  strongest  judg- 
ments. ^ 

In  the  vote  I  am  prepared  lo  give  upon  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  the  Army,  I  am  governed  not 
at  all  by  an  apprehension  that  Great  Britain  is 
disposed  to  violate  the  treaty,  or  in  bad  faith  lo 
create  any  difficulties  or  delay  in  withdrawing 
her  troops  from  our  territory.  But  is  it  the  part 
of  a  prudent  and  wise  Government  to  repose  en- 
tirely for  Its  safety  upon  the  honor  and  good  faith 
of  nations?  While  an  inch  of  our  territory  is 
occupied  by  foreign  troops,  I  can  never  consent 
to  lay  down  our  arms.  It  would  be  taking  upon 
myself  a  responsibility  which  I  could  neither  jus- 
tify to  my  own  conscience,  my  constituents,  or 
my  country.  Certainly,  I  do  not  contemplate 
imposing  upon  the  people  the  burden  of  aMiliiary 
War  Establishment  in  a  time  of  peace.  I  know 
my  duty,  and  understand  the  feelings  of  the  people 
too  well  to  contract  the  danger  of  a  political  error 
so  unpardonable.  I  entertain  no  such  design.  All 
I  ask  is,  that  Fort  Niagara  be  restored,  that  Cas- 
line  be  evacuated,  before  I  will  give  ray  vote  lo 
reduce  the  Army  below  ten  thousand  men.  The 
present  War  Establishment,  authorized  by  law. 
exceeds  sixty  thousand  men.  I  am  ready  at  once 
lo  lop  off  five-sixths  of  the  Army.  I  join  gentle- 
men in  voting  to-day  to  dismiss  fifty  thousand; 
bui  further  I  cannot  go  consistently  with  my 
ideas  of  prudence,  and  a  jusi  sense  of  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  upon  me  by  my  situation.  On  our 
Northern  border,  the  late  enemy  presents  a  formi- 
dable force.  From  the  best  information,  he  is 
twenty  thousand  strong,  with  at  least  five  thou- 
sand wrll  disciplined  militia  co-operating  with 
ihis  powerful  veteran  army.  Will  the  people 
agree,  would  it  comport  with  the  dignity  and 
character  of  a  Government  de>erving  the  respect 
of  foreign  nations,  and  the  confidence  of  its  own 
people,  entirely  to  disarm  itself  immediately  upon 
the  ratification  of  a  treaty,  and  under  circum- 
stances known  to  exist  in  this  country  ?  We  first 
catch  at  the  ireaty  with  ihe  ravenous  avidity  of  a 
condemned  malefactor  accepting  a  reprieve  with 
a  halter  around  his  neck.  It  is  ratified  almost 
without  deliberation,  as  though  it  were  predeter- 
mined to  take  it,  "sight  unseen,"  be  its  provisions 
ever  so  humiliating  and  derogatory  to  an  inde- 
pendent nation.  Then  we  disband  our  Army, 
strip  ourselves  of  all  defence,  while  foreign  troops 
are  still  in  the  occupation  of  important  military 
posts.  Is  this  the  conduct  lo  be  looked  for  from 
an  exalted  Government,  intrusted  with  the  con- 
servatory power  of  a  free  and  high  minded-people? 
What  can  be  more  unwise,  more  undignified? 
Wliat  better  calculated  to  drawdown  on  both  the 
contempt  and  derision  of  foreign  nations?  Our 
national  character  may  already  be  sunk  extremely 
low,  but  the  popular  course,  as  it  is  deemed,  pro- 
posed now  to  be  pursued,  will  sink  it  still  lower — 
lower  than  the  biiieresi  enemy  of  the  Adminis- 
tration can  desire  to  see  it  sunk. 

I  stand  not  here,  sir,  the  supporter  of  large 
standing  armies  in  time  of  peace.  But  unpopular 
as  the  vote  may  be  considered,  1  am  ready  to  en- 
counter the  odium  of  preserving  a  commanding 
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j  *•  attitude,  ijnlil  the  relations  of  peace  are  perfectly 
.  *t  I  restored,  nnd  each  party  reassumes  its  posture  be- 
;  I  •  fore  the  ^ar.  I  will  not  allow  myself  to  doubt, 
:  I  =  for  a  njor^eot.  what  would  be  the  determination 
•  r  of  the  m^)ority  (f  the  reins  of  Government  were 
.  t  i  in  their  b«nds.  arjd  they  were  responsible  for  the 
;  -{characier*and  safety  of  the  country.  I  have  only 
i  •*  to  r^-fer  fo[  their  known  principles,  and  the  politi- 
*  ;cal  maxiins  by  which  they  have  always  been 
;gOTerned,^to  pronounce  the  policy  which  would 
tprevail  at<uch  a  moment  and  under  existing  cir- 
tcurastanc«<s.  " 

^  ^  My  honorable  friend  before  me,  (Mr.  Stock- 
^  TON.)  upo*,  whos*-  opinion  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
I  trelying  alr.iost  impliciilv,  from  his  known  stren«rth 

1  of  judanitnt.  puniy,  and  disinterestedness,  \c- 
J  knowledijf.s  himss-lf  to  be  influenced  by  the  threat- 
i  ?ning  decRirations  of  some  gentlemen   over  the 

2  ^ay    who.  look  to  a  renewal  of  hostilities  with 
}  i^ogland.    He  says,  he  is  alarmed  by  declarations 
,  p|  the  kini;,  proceeding  from  such  high  authority 
*?T  "^y  f^ft.  s'fi  I  am  influenced   by  no  such" 
i  leelings.     ;rbere  is  noihin?  in  these  warlike  men- 
aces whicfi  at  all  disturbs  my  mind.     The  hon- 
orable genileman  attaches  too  much  importance 
\o  the  airv.incon-siderate.  idle  declarations   that 
proceed  frcm  som--  gentlemen,  who  fancy  them- 
selves as  fijlmg,  on  this  floor,  the  stations  of  Lords 
Castlereagn  and  Liverpool,  or  the  Chancellor  in 

:ihe  British.  Parliament.     So  far  from  seein<r  in 

itbis  raponng  declamation  real  cause  of  alarnl  to 

fuse  a  vulgar  figure,  I  should  just  as  soon  expect  a 

l^alded  cat.  to  ju.jip   into  a  cauldron  of  boilins 

l^yater  as  lo^' suspect  this  Administration  of  a  de- 

l^jgn  to  plunge  the  country  into  another  war  with 

f  ngland.    ^he  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  may 

est  assured  the  i«teotions   of  the   majorily  are 

,]uue  as  ir.tfocent  as  their  declarations.     An  mdi- 

yidual  who;has  go{  disgracefully  out  of  a  quarrel 

'.nay   in  chtirity,  be?  allowed   the  consolation   and 

Tnll?K      '^'«"'*'''r'"  ^   courageous   threat  to 
enew  he  c.,nrt,ct.    la  private  life,  these  instances 

he?h  pL'^r^n"'.""^   '^'"f  generally  end  with 
L.lnn    ?    1*    ^•'' »t>s«a'n  'rom  the  remarks  which 
>i.long  to  il  ,s  subj.^ct,  and  proceed  to  reply  to  the 
'entleman  from  S«uth  Carolina 

irelv^fr"!."  t'  ^/  *'''f"«^'^dg.ng  myself  to  be  en- 
•  reiy  at  a  l„ss  for  the  proper   language  in  which 

L"down  ^"y  f'",^^^'"^"'  at  the  principles  he  has 
*.d  down,  and  the.  positions  he  has  taken.  In 
^e..e  not  all  the  gentleman's  ingenuity,  great  as 
<  |s  known -and  ad^.ued  to  be,  can  suslam  him. 
He  says,  we  hav.^  neither  abandoned  nor  im- 
■aired  anycJaim  for  which  the  war  was  declared. 

UmV^'u^  *  "'"'i:  "^^''^  '^"'^"'  a"  t«  'hose 
ia  ms.     He  contends  that  the  question   of  im- 

.n^r  '  X^^u^V'^^  '^'"*'"'  *h"«  "  was  before 
ino      K    .'       ""!  accustomed  confidence  and 

Jness,  he^isserts  that  the  claim  of  this  Govern- 
fi^r  was  thjj  prote.:tion  of  its  own  seamen  ;  and 

denies,  ut^equi vocally,  that  ue  ever  contended 

Srinn  .t'™\"""''-*^°"'  ^'^'"  "'^"'^  the  British 
if  G  up  the  n^ht  to  impress  our  seamen. 

I^he  gentlt^mao's  Pr.i  position  involves  an  im- 

lirtant  principle   oi   public    law.     If  there  were 

Jjj  variancei among  the  most  approved  writers 
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00  the  law  of  nations  on  this  point,  still  it  is 
in  my  power  to  refer  to  the  high  authority  of 
the  gentleman  himself  to  settle  the  question  be- 
tween us. 

The  position   I  contend  for  is   this:    Impress- 
ment being  assigned  as  a  principal  cause   of  war 
both  in  the  Me.s^age  of  the  President  recommend- 
ing war.   and   the  celebrated    manifesto   promul- 
gated   by  the  Committee  of  Foreign   Relations 
and  a  Treaty  of  Peace   having   been    ratified    in 
which   no  provision  whatever  n  made   for   this 
claim,  It  IS  ipso  facto  abandoned,  and  war  cannot 
be  reiiewed  lor  the  same  cause.    The  broad  prin- 
ciple laid  down  by  Vattel.and  controverted  by  no 
public  writer.  >upports  my  position.     "A  Treaty 
'  of  Peace."  says  this  writer,  "abolishes  the  subject 
of  the  war.  and    prohibits   the  taking   up  arms 
'  again  for  the  same  cause."     As  far,  then,  as  im- 
pressment was  a  cause  of  war,  it  is  abolished  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  we  are  precluded  by  our 
own  act  from  taking  up  arms  again  for  the  same 
cause      But  the  gentleman  repels   this  principle 
of  public  law  with  disdain.     He  is  still    resolved 
never  to  relinquish  the  claim  of  impressment.    He 
will  cling  to  It  because  of  its  justice,  and  because 
the  law  IS  on  his  side. 

Upon    the   question    of  law.   the   gentleman's 
opinion  has  undergone  a  material   change  since 
the  year  1813.     I  have  fortunately  found  on  the 
records  of  the  House,  the  gentleman's  opinion  m 
writitig,  drawn  up  alter  mature  deliberation,  and 
gravely  pronounced  by  him  in  a  report,  as  chair- 
rjian  of   the  Committee  on   Foreign   Relations. 
1  he  position  assumed  in    this   report  was  recog- 
nised and  adopted   by  the  House,  being  laid   on 
the  table  and  ordered   to   be   printed.     It   is  now 
matter  of  record  ;  and,  from  that  record,  the  pas- 
sage I  propose  to  read  is  in  the  following  words : 
••The  impressment  of  our  ieamen  being  deserredly 
coiisidcred  a  principal  cause  of  the  war.  the  war  ought 
to  be  prosecuted  until  that  cause  is  removed.     To  ap- 
peal to  arms  in  defence   of  a    right,  and  to   lav  them 
down  without  securing  it,  or  a  satisfactory  evidence  of 
a  good  disposition  in  the   opposite    party  to  secure  it 
would  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  a  relinquish- 
ment of  it.     To  attempt  to  negotule  aflerwards  for  the 
secunty  of  auch  right,  in   the  eipectation   that  a.^v  of 
the  arguments  that  had  been  urged  before  the  declara- 
tion ol  war.  and  been  rejected,  would  ha»e  more  weight 
alter  that  experiment  had  been  made  ,n  vain,  would  be 
an  act  of  lolly,  which  would  expose  us  to  the  scorn  and 
deruion  of  the  British  nation  and  the  whole  world." 

In  defence  of  their  pretension  upon  this  ques- 
lon  of  impressment,  the  party  in  power  appealed 
to  arrns;  and  I  call  on  them  to  deny.  ,f  they  can 
that  they  have  laid  down  their  arms  without  se- 
curing  the   right  contended    for.     According   to 
their  own  view  of  the  subject,  as  set  forth  m'the 
report  of  their  committee,   have   they  not    relin- 
quished the  claim  ?     It  is  not  a  circumstance  too 
trivial  to   repeat,  that   the  gentleman   who   now 
hnds  it  convenient  to  deny  and  combat  the  doc- 
trines and  principles  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  committee,    was    himself  chairman    of   that 
committee.     Unlesa,  as  is  frequently  the  case  with 
these  chairman  of  standing  committees,  he  acted 
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as  the  mere  amanuensis  or  scribe  of  the  Execu- 
tive, the  report  proceeded  from  his  own  pen.  It 
is  at  least  excusable,  therefore,  thus  to  brush  up 
the  gentleman's  recollection,  by  referring  to  his 
former  opinions.  His  memory  must  be  exceed- 
ingly treacherous,  to  require  any  correction  upon 
a  point  so  material,  and  on  which  he  had  so  lately 
given  a  grave  opinion. 

Does  the  gentleman  deny  that  he  was  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  when 
this  report  was  made  to  the  House  ?  From  his 
silence,  we  must  infer  this  point  at  least  is  con- 
ceded. If  it  were  not,  the  Journal  of  the  House 
is  at  hand,  and  would  as  readily  settle  this  difler- 
ence  as  the  report  itself  settled  the  other  point  in 
dispute.  Nor  does  the  gentleman  deny  ihat  the 
extract  read  contains  the  opinion  entertained  by 
him.  at  the  time  the  report  was  made.  The  diffi- 
culty and  embarrassment  of  the  gentleman's  situ- 
ation must  occur  to  hira.  as  it  is  certainly  obvious 
to  the  House.  Is  it  not  manifest  that  he  was 
guilty,  at  the  time  of  making  the  famous  war  re- 
port, of  imposing  false  |)rinciples  of  public  law 
upon  the  credulity  of  his  supporters;  or  he  now 
renounces  and  abjures  his  own  sound  doctrines 
because  it  is  convenient,  party  purposes  requiring 
It?  The  gentleman's  situation  is  by  no  means 
enviable.  Take  which  alternative  he  may.  there 
stands  the  difficulty  staring  him  in  the  face.  Turn 
which  way  he  will,  bis  difliculty  fronts  him.  It 
IS  his  own  fault,  not  mine,  that  his  embarrass- 
ment IS  such  as  I  have  described. 

I  contend,  sir,  that  the  gentleman's  opinion,  as 
deliberately  formed,  and  gravely  expressed,  in 
1813,  is  more  to  be  respected  tiian  a  contradictory 
opinion  now  hastily  pronounced  in  debate,  when 
he  finds  himself  rather  closely  pressed  in  argu- 
ment, and  is  disposed  to  extricate  himself  in  the 
readiest  way  he  can.  A  denial  or  a  round  asser- 
tion is  the  usual  recoursx*  of  some  gentlemen,  when 
reduced  to  such  straights.  Custom  may  famil- 
iarize the  practice,  and  make  it  venial  in  the 
vulgar  estimate,  but  I  neither  choose  to  be  guilty 
of  it  myself,  nor  overlook  it  when  resorted  to  by 
others. 

I  trust,  sir.  the  gentleman's  first  position  is  dis- 
posed of  to  the  saiisfaciion  of  ihe  House.  1  pro- 
ceed to  notice  his  second,  to  wit,  •  that  we  did  not 
take  up  arms  to  secure  the  immunity  of  our  flag, 
but  to  defend  our  own  seamen."  Here  again  I 
have  occasion  to  correct  the  gentleman's  memory. 
I  must  refer  him  to  an  extract  or  two,  from  the 
public  documents,  which  I  have  fortunately  laid 
my  hands  on  since  the  genileman  took  the  floor. 
In  the  letter  of  instructions  sent  to  our  Ministers, 
appointed  to  negotiate  under  the  mediation  of 
Russia,  dated  April  15tb,  1813,  he  may  find  this 
passage:  "  I  have  to  repeat,  that  the  great  object 
you  have  to  secure,  in  regard  to  impressment,  is 
that  the  flag  shall  protect  the  crew." 

What  other  meaning  can  the  ingenious  gentle- 
man attach  to  this  instruction,  than  the  securing 
the  immunity  of  our  flig,  as  relates  to  the  crew? 
The  Hag  was  to  protect  all  the  crew,  consist  it  of 
British  subjects,  deserters,  or  who  not.  Our  claim 
then  went  t)eyond  the  protection  of  our  own  sea-, 


men.  It  extended  to  the  whole  crew,  whether 
enemies  or  British  deserters.  The  gentleman  will 
concede  this  point,  unless  his  own  authority  is 
considered  higher  than  the  Secretary  of  State's. 

The  same  instruction  referred  to  is  still  more 
explicit,  in  another  part  of  it,  upon  the  same 
point.  Mr.  Monroe  continues.  "  your  first  duty  is 
•to  conclude  a  peace  wiih  Great  Britain;  and 
'  you  are  authorized  to  do  it.  in  case  you  obtain  a 
'  satisfactory  stipulation  against  impressment — 
'  one  which  will  secure,  under  our  flag,  protection 
■  to  the  crew." 

Language  cannot  be  plainer.  Provided  a  stip- 
ulation can  be  obtained  by  which  the  crew  of  our 
merchant  vessels,  of  whatever  description,  shall 
be  protected  from  impressment,  you  may  conclude 
a  peace,  but  not  otherwise.  To  say  nothinor  of 
making  our  claim  upon  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment a  sine  qiia  non.  and  then  abandoning  it,  (for 
it  is  not  my  present  purpose  to  take  that  view  of 
the  question.)  what  other  meaning  can  be  given 
to  this  instruction,  but  that  our  flag  should  be  free 
and  inviolate  as  regarded  the  crew. 

In  a  subsequent  instruction  to  our  Ministers  at 
Gottenburg,  of  2Sth  January.  1814.  Mr.  Monroe 
.says:;"  On  impressment,  as  to  the  right  of  the 
'  United  States  to  be  exempted  from  it,  I  have 
•  nothing  new  to  add.  The  sentiments  of  the 
'  President  have  undergone  no  change  on  that 
'  important  subject.  This  degrading  practice  must 
'  cease.  Our  flag  must  protect  the  crew,  or  the 
'  United  States  cannot  consider  themselves  an 
'  independent  nation." 

Yet  the  gentleman  says,  we  went  not  to  war 
for  the  immunity  of  our  flag;  all  we  contended 
for,  was  the  protection  under  our  flag  of  Ameri- 
can seamen.  It  would  really  appear  as  if  the 
gentleman  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  correspon- 
dence with  our  Ministers  abroad,  and  with  foreign 
Governments,  or  if  he  ever  read  the  public  docu- 
ments, that  he  has  entirely  forgotten  them.  It  is 
impossible,  otherwise  he  would  have  ventured  on 
such  an  assertion,  being  aware  of  the  facility  with 
which  be  could  be  answered. 

To  place  in  a  still  clearer  light,  if  possible,  the 
claim  of  our  Government,  I  must  refer  again  to 
documentary  evidence.  In  a  letter  to  Lord  Cas- 
llereagh.  dated  24ih  August,  1812,  Mr.  Russell 
Slates  his  authority  to  stipulate  an  armistice  with 
Great  Britain,  "on  condition  that  the  Orders  in 
'  Council  be  repealed,  ana  no  illegal  blockades  be 
'  substituted  to  them,  and  that  orders  be  imme- 
'  diately  given  to  discontinue  the  irapresaraenl  of 
'persons  from  American  vessels,  and  to  restore 
'  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  already  im- 
'  pressed." 

In  other  words,  the  United  States  is  to  be  ex- 
empted from  impressment.  All '' persons."  ene- 
mies of  the  belligerent,  British  deserters,  fugitives 
from  justice,  traitors,  or  no  matter  who,  all  per- 
sons were  to  be  protected  by  our  flag.  The  flag 
was  to  cover  the  crew. 

The  same  ground  is  taken,  in  rejecting  the  ar- 
mistice made  by  Governor  Prevost  and  General 
Dearborn.  The  same  ground  is  taken  in  refusing 
to  make  an  armistice  with  Admiral  Warren;  and, 
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■ijntil  lo-diT-,  I  never  heard  it  denied  that  the  pre 
rposion  set  up  by  this  Adminislraiion  and  its  sup 
fyoriers  waji  what  {  have  proved  it  to  be.     To  do 
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{ftjll  justice^  to  the  subject,  it  would  be  necessary 
:r)  consult  ijhe  documents  as  (at  back  as  the  nego- 
.tiation  l»etweeu  Mr.  Monroe  and  Lords  Auckland 
t^d  Holland.  I 

1 1  The  gentleman  has  also  contended,  that  the 
^Jritish  claiai  of  impressment  was  to  take  Amer- 
ican seamei,,  and  that  the  resistance  of  this  usur- 
J>|ilioii  and  outrage  constituted  the  stren<rth  and 
Jsf/ce  ol  o,ir  cause.  I  deny,  sir,  that  a°ny  such 
^im  was  ever  set  up  by  Great  Britain  ;  and  I  do 
ft  propose  (0  meet  the  assertion  by  a  bare  denial 
,4  my  own  part,  op  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
H^io  has  rep.^atedly  disclaimed  any  such  preten- 
|fn.  I  propose  to  meet  it  with' an  authority 
fc|iich  this  House  will  consider  much  hicrher  than 
,''P7\.r'"'?'^"^'^'"'"^°'o"el''^Jonro'e  to  Ad- 
|ijral  \Varr?n.  Oct(,ber  27ih,  1812.  I  have  found 
|i1is  passage:.  -The,  claim  of  the  British  Govern- 

^nt  IS  to  t4kefror>i  the  merchant  vessels  of  other 
^liuntries  British  subjects." 

(  VVithout  ^Ksgracfiig  his  office,  and  implicatine 
^M  character  ot  his  Government  for  veracity  the 
l^cretary  oPState  could  not  allege  that  any  o"ther 
l>im  had  ever  beei,  set  up  by  Great  Britain  but 
^.seizeherlown  srtbjecls  when  found  on  board 
;c«utral  vessi'Is.  TIrat,  in  the  exercise  of  this  ri<»ht 
£,  impressing  her  own  subjects,  great,  shameful. 
|pil  unsufferjible  abuses  were  frequently  cummit- 
,  ^;4,  IS  not  di»puted  and  was  never  denied  But 
;  if^at  I  aim  lo  establish  is,  tfiat  the  British  claim 
■  li^er  went  |>eyond  the  impressment  of  the  sub- 
s  of  Gre»l  Britain.  Our  claim  was  to  protect 
,  j.,tish  subjects  sailing  under  our  flaT.  We  iden- 
,  'J.qed  the  dej^^rest  rights  of  the  people  and  the  r.a- 
,  fjanal  mdep(}<idence  with  this  claim.  "The  t\ntf 
;  |i«ist  proiect.the  crew,  or  the  United  States  can""- 
;  4c|t  consider.themselve.s  an  independent  nation" 
o,r  very  in  Jjpendepce  is  staked  for  the  protection 
__  .*i. foreign   f|igitive=f.     The  issue   was   predicted 

*»is  now  ma,iter  of  history. 

;  i  i  flatter  myself  it   has   been   shown,  from  au- 

;  tvrity  to  wihich   tlje  honorable  gentleman  will 

.  I|),*,  that  hil  notious  about  the  opposite  claims 

<    jthe  two  c;iuntrie*  are  altogether  fanciful  and 

*|oneous.     ^  have   before  established,  upon   his 

cj^n  authorily,  that  ^  Treaty  of  Peace  which  does 

m  secure  tlie  right,  for  which   the  war  was  de- 

.  (fired,  oper^es  its  abaiffionraent,  or  to   use   his 

•  iWa  words,  i^.s  "' relinquishment." 

I  jCnowing  {he  general  desire  of  the  House  to 

f^.tpone  to  the  next  session  an  inquiry  into  the 

.   1^1  and  gain,  by  lh.4  war,  and  the  provisions  of 

;i4  Treaty  of  Peac«,  I  shall  not  cross  its  wishes 

.lifcoramenctng  the;  discussion.     The  extraordi- 

rjjy   course  naken  i:i   debate  by   the  honorable 

,g  •^Jtleman  frym  Soiith  Carolina,  required  at  least 

.;a|j,,uch  as  I  have  suid.    I  would  have  him  know, 

.t|.-f  lam  no^desirops  of  avoiding  a  full  discus- 

^sij.i,  of  the  tfeaty  and  all   the  topics  connected 

'  TtI''  '  '''"^  *'^  ^"'  '"^^  °»  «^"her  .vide  of 
;^  House  w'ho  thitjk  the  discu.ssion  should  be 
Tk?  .°"  ''''^session,  and  gone  ihrowrh  thor- 
i|hly,  I  amjjQe^-of  ;ihe  few  who  thought  from  1 
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the  first,  .ind  still  think,  it  should  take  place  if 
possible.  The  people  look  for  it;  they  have  a 
nght  to  expect  it.  I  am  anxious  to  gratify  them. 
For  allow  me  to  say  on  this  question,  the  Execu- 
tive is  vulnerable  at  every  point.  An  inveterate 
opponent  of  the  Administration  would  select  this 
as  the  choicest  opportunity  to  gratify  the  most 
splenetic  resentment  against  them.  Therefore 
on  this  side  of  the  House  no  suspicion  will  be 
cast,  certainly,  by  the  gentleman,  of  an  unwil- 
lingness to  meet  the  question  in  any  shape  and  at 
any  time. 

Before  I  sit  down,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  express  the 
deep  concern  I  feel  at  differing  with  so  large  a 
majority  of  my  political  friends.     Conscious  rec- 
titude, and  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  correctness 
of  the  view  which  mature  reflection  has  given 
the  subject  to  my  mind,  has  left  me  no  choice  but 
to  separate  in  the  present  vote.     The  more   I  ex- 
amine the  question,  the  more  confirmed  am  I  m 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  undignified,  unwise, 
and  unsale  to  disarm  the  country  before  the  for- 
eign   troops  are   withdrawn   from    our  territory. 
Instead  of  presuming  entirely  upon  the  good  faith 
of  any  nation,  it  is  the  part  of  a  provid'ent.  wise, 
and  well  regulated  Government  to  act  upon  the 
contrary  presumption.     I  agree  with   gentlemen, 
the  country  is  much  exhausted,  and  a  system  of 
rigid  economy  and  frugality  will  be  necessary  to 
recover  and  invigorate  its  resources.    Our  means 
have   been  squandered,  shamefully  wasted,  to  a 
degree  exciting  very  just  anxiety  and  alarm,  but 
I  still  hope  we  are  not  reduced  so  low  that  a  re- 
spectable force  cannot  be  maintained  for  a   few 
months  more,  until  our  territory  shall    have  been 
cleared  of  foreign  troops,  and   the  military  posts 
in  his  possession  restored.     Not,  sir,  that  I   seri- 
ously apprehend  any  difficulty  in    the  fulfilment 
in  2ood  faith,  by  both  parties,  of  all  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty;    but  I  am  compelled  to  vote  in  the 
present  case  as  I  would  were  my  friends  in  power, 
and  responsible  for  the  due  administration  of  the 
Government,  and  the  safety  of  the  country.     I 
consider  the  majority,  in  this   instance,  as  actin*' 
according   to    the   wisest   political    maxims,  and 
upon   Federal    principles.     I  will   not,  therefore, 
vote  against  the  measure  because  it  n  their  mea- 
sure.    I  will  not  enter  the  lists  in  a  race  for  pop- 
ularity, in  opposition   to  what  may  be   the   best 
interests  of  the  country.     My  friends  will  ensace 
in  no  such  contest.     It  is  to  be  feared,  however 
that  the  votes  of  many  of  the  majority,  who  have 
declared   in  Javor  of  disarming  the  country  at 
once,  are  influenced  by  a  desire  to  propitiate  pop- 
ular favor.     But  it   must   be  the   better  opinion, 
that  the  wise  and  reflecting  portion  of  the  people 
will  prefer  our  preserving  a  respectable  state  of 
de  ence  until  all  danger  has  disappeared.     Thev 
will   consider    the   slight   additional    expense  of 
maintaining  a  few  thousand  troops,  more  than 
necessary  in  a  time  of  peace,  as  nothing  compared 
with  the  enormous  burdens  which  a  continuance 
or  a  renewal  of  the  war  would  render  necessary. 
In  theother  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  learn  wiih 
pleasure  there  prevails  an  unusual  unanimity  in 
favor  of  the  course  I  have  presumed  to  defend.    I 


1245 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1246 


Febrcary,  1815. 


Military  Peace  Establishment. 


H.orR. 


entertain  a  hope  it  will  be  the  course  adopted- 
It  has  prudence  and  dignity  on  its  side  ;  it  has 
the  example  of  all  nations  on  its  side.  For  there 
never  was  an  instance  of  a  wise  and  well  regu- 
lated Government  laying  down  its  arms  imme- 
diately on  the  ratification  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace, 
under  the  circumstances  described  and  known  lo 
exist  in  the  present  case.  I  hope  the  blank  will 
be  filled  with  at  least  ten  thousand  men. 

Mr.  Calhoi'n  again  rose.  Nothing,  he  said, 
was  more  easy,  than  by  taking  detached  parts  of 
paper?,  and  omitting  to  take  circumstances  into 
view,  entirely  to  misrepresent  any  question.  If 
the  gentleman  last  up,  who  had  quoted  a  part  of 
the  instructions  to  our  Ministers,  had  read  a  little 
more  of  that  report,  he  would  have  perceived  the 
gro'is  error  of  the  construction  he  had  put  upon 
it;  for  he  would  have  found  that  our  Ministers 
were  authorized  to  have  made  a  treaty,  contain- 
ing a  stipulation  respecting  impressment,  to  ter- 
minate at  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  in  Europe; 
the  object  being  to  guard  against  the  possible 
continuance  of  the  practice  of  impressment  dur- 
ing the  war  in  Europe.  He  would  have  fur- 
ther seen,  that  the  necessity  for  such  a  stipula- 
tion ceased.  What,  said  Mr.  C,  was  the  injury 
which  we  complained  of,  and  what  was  the  claim 
of  the  enemy  7  The  claim  of  the  enemy  was.  that 
he  had  a  right,  in  time  of  war,  to  enter  on  board 
American  (neutral)  vessels,  and  to  judge  who 
were  American  and  who  British  seamen,  and  to 
take  therefrom  whomsoever  he  thought  proper. 
What  was  the  ground  of  complaint  on  our  side? 
That  ihe  enemy,  in  the  exercise  of  this  pretended 
right,  frequently  look  American  seamen,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  commerce,  and  deprivation  of 
the  personal  liberty  of  American  citizens.  At 
the  lime  those  instructions  were  expedited  to  our 
Ministers  there  was  a  war  raging  in  Europe,  which 
no  gentleman  then  prelended  to  think  would 
come  to  a  termination  in  many  years.  It  appear- 
ed to  be  a  contest  which  wnuld  endure  for  a  series 
of  years,  having  already,  with  little  intermission, 
lasted  twenty  years.  Those  statements,  and  those 
instructions,  a  part  of  which  had  been  quoted, 
were  then  given,  respecting  the  question  of  itn- 
pre.ssment,  as  springing  out  of  a  state  of  war ;  and 
it  was  at  that  time  the  report  was  made  to  this 
House,  proclaiming  the  necessity  of  unceasing 
resistance  of  so  grievous  an  injury.  That  stale 
of  war,  Mr.  C.  continued,  havingceased,  and  with 
it  the  evil  of  impressment,  there  was  no  necessity 
to  continue  the  war  on  that  account ;  and,  had  we 
continued  the  war  on  that  account,  what  then 
would  have  been  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
and  his  friends?  That  statesmen  so  to  war  for 
practical  injuries;  that,  as  Great  Britain  never 
impresses  in  time  of  peace  in  Euro[)p.  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things  to  have  continued  the  war  on 
that  ground,  would  have  been  fighting  to  resist  a 
speculative  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, which  in  practice  had  ceased.  To  have 
done  so  would  have  been  unwise,  and  would  have 
met  the  severest  reprobation  of  the  aentleraen  on 
that  side  of  the  House.  Everybody  who  heard 
him  knew.'Mr.  C.  said,  that  such  would  hare  been 


the  clamor  rung  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other.  Any  one  who  adverted  to  the  very 
document,  of  which  the  gentleman  had  read  a 
part,  would  find  his  whole  argument  answered 
by  it,  (taking  in  connexion  with  it  the  circum- 
stances of  the  world,)  as  completely  and  demon- 
strably as  any  proposition  in  Euclid.  The  idea 
that  we  had  relinquished  our  right  in  this  respect, 
because  it  was  not  recited  in  the  Treaty,  was,  ia 
his  opinion,  preposterous.  It  could  not  be  main- 
tained by  the  semblance  of  an  argument.  It  is 
not  at  all  aflected  by  it,  unless  that  it  is  fortified 
by  the  events  of  the  present  war.  and  the  spirit 
with  which  it  has  been  waged,  which  will  prob- 
ably make  foreign  Powers  more  careful  of  invad- 
ing our  rights.  The  benefit  of  the  claim  to  Brit- 
ain can  never  compensate  for  the  injury  she  might 
sustain  by  provoking  us  to  war  in  resistance  ofit, 
and  in  defence  of  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citi- 
zens. In  the  late  war  this  nation  has  acquired  a 
character  which  will  secure  respect  lo  its  rights. 
If  ever  an  American  citizen  should  be  forcibly 
impressed.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  be  ready  again 
to  draw  the  sword  in  his  defence;  and  no  Gov- 
ernment could  prosper  that  would,  with  impuni- 
ty, permit  such  a  damnable  violation  of  the  per- 
sonal rights  of  its  citizens.  Government  itself  is 
only  protection;  and  they  cannot  be  separated. 
I  feel  pleasure  and  pride,  said  Mr.  C,  in  being 
able  to  say,  that  I  am  of  a  party  which  drew  the 
sword  on  this  question,  and  succeeded  in  the  con- 
test; for,  to  all  practical  purposes,  we  have 
achieved  complete  success. 

Mr.  Ki.NG.of  Massachusetts, spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker.  I  regret  to  consume,  on  this  sub- 
ject, even  a  few  moments  of  the  remainder  of  the 
session;  so  pressing  and  important  is  the  business 
which   ought   to  engage  our  attention.     But  it 
does  appear  lo  me,  that  in  the  wide  range  which 
gentlemen  have  taken,  they  have  lost  sight  of  the 
object  and  provisions  ol  the  bill.     It  is  to  fix  ihe 
Military    Peace    Establishment    of   the    United 
States,  and  has  no  relation  to  our  connexion  with 
foreign   nations,  or   even  to  the   position  and  in- 
tentions of  our  late  enemy.     All  arguments,  there- 
fore, drawn  from  these  considerations,  or  sources, 
are  entirely  out  of  place.     But  suppose  further 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  your  late 
enemy, or  from   Spain,  or  any  other  Power,  does 
not  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill  leave  it  discre- 
tionary with  the  President,  whether  to  disband 
your  regular  army,  on  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
or  not  ?     Should  circumstances  render  it  neces- 
sary, in  his  opinion,  you  give  him  the  power, 
however  improperly,  lo  retain  the  whole  of  your 
present  army.     And  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his 
disposition  to   do  it,  whether  warranted   by  cir- 
cumstances or  not.     The  power  of  wielding  sixty 
thousand  swords,  or  of  turning  sixty  thousand 
bayonets  against  his  foreign  or  domestic  foes, 
possesses  infinite  charms  for  him,  and  the  patron- 
age which  they  confer  is  all-imporiant,  tlie  vital 
principle,   to   him,   and    most   profitable    to   his 
friends. 

Sir,  when  I  came  to  the  House  this  morning 
and  saw  a  flock  of  Executive  birds,  of  ill  omen. 
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.  .  Itering  round  the  Hall,  I  expected  a  war  breeze 
i->'I  expectejd  that  Executive  influence  would  be 
»|iended  to  the  utmost  to  fix  your  Peace  Ei!.tab- 
*^hmeDt   AH  high  as  possible.     These  ominous, 
tj-fated  binjs.  are  never  on  the  wing  but  a  storm. 
«»truclive   of  some    important    interest   of  the 
ecple,  immediately'  follows.     A  reg^ular  force  of 
if.  thousand   men,  nearly  double  the  number  of 
,0ur  former  Peace  Establishment,  are  as  many 
.   41  ought  to  he  retained,  for  any  and  every  beoe- 
ioial  purpose;   indeed  are  more  than  can  be  in- 
fiisted  with  the   present  abusers  of  power,  with 
ifety  to  the  people. 
>       Mr.  Spealfer.  on  (he  subject  of  the  peace,  and 
.     (if  events  and  progress  of  the  late  war.  relative 
^     vwhich  SO:  much   has  here  been  said,  I  would 
,  ^erve,  that  neither  foreign  nation>.  nor  our  own. 
;  ftrill  judge  thereof  by  your   harangues   here,  or 
•'tn  by  the  deceptive  Message  of  your  President. 
t(i,  sir,  they  have  read  lo  your  declaration  of  war 
^  fiif  alleged  <»auses  thereof,  and  will  look  into  the 
•  yreaty  of  P^ace  to' see  what  you  have  gained — 
tj|iey  will  ih<<re  see  that  not  one  of  the  objects  for 
-l|ich  you  \4ent  to  war,  has  been  secured  or  ob- 
.%iQed.     That  even  the  point  ol  honor  rests  with 
)^'AiT  late  etiVmy.  with  the  possession  of  Moose 
■  l^ljind.     Yo-^r  own  Envoys  having  very  wisely 
:v^n™'"ed  ta  commissioners,  whether  a  part  of 
y*)Ur  own  teiriiory  and  inhabitants  belong  to  you 
o\  not. 

^  i  Administration  should  not  deceive  themselves 

|b|,the  enthuiiaslic  eicpression  of  unbounded  joy, 

;c*J.he  return  uf  the  blessing  of  peace — a  joy  which 

fc^^  spread   like   lightning  through  our  country. 

e|^J;trifying  iur  citizens,  and  is  echoed,  and  re- 

ei^doed.and  tthoed  again,  from  Maine  to  Louisi- 

4-     Its  peal^  are  still  heard,  like  remote  thunder. 

jhe  extreniesof  our  nation.  It  implies  the  se- 
:v,r^stcensur«*5ou.and  I  devoutly  hope  and  believe, 
:^|  sP*l  the  'loom  o(  this  worthless  Administra- 
-tijf.  It  is  Dfct  in  commendation  of  the  terms  of 
p*^e;  becaiise  it  burst  forth  spontaneously,  be- 
,fif  i  those  terws-were  known.  Yes.  sir.  it  implies 
.aj  Utter  deiei^taiion  and  abhorrence  of  your  war ; 
.a|c|  of  war  a«,en  and  war  measures.  Yes,  sir,  an 
.a  t(orrence  o(  a  war.  from  which  the  survivors 
r^  (jice  to  have  escapx»d  with  their  lives,  and  with 
;it;  ?, miserable;  remnants  of  their  property,  before 
'y^  u  had  com|.leted  the  ruin  of  your  country. 

Uut  mistalfe  me  nrot.  sir,  most  cordially  do  I 
.ulitewith  hcnorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and 
*wlth  all  my  fellow-citizens,  m  mutual  coogratu- 
IsJions  on  th»  return  of  peace;  already  our  be- 
JtA-ed  country  is  saved  from  further  danger  and 
delation— most  cordially  do  I  join  with  honora- 
bl  gentlemen-  here,  lu  voting  thanks,  and  monu- 
n>  nts,  and  swonls,  and  medaN,  to  the  brave 
d.  Jjndersoftbecounrfy  by  sea  or  land  ;  m  wreath 
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1  for  them  Ihe  laurels  of  immortality  ;  and  in 
cv  -jy  other  tfsiimonjal  of  national  gratitude  to 
tl>!ie  who  have  preserved  America  from  the  power 
aiil  strength  of  our  late  enemy,  and  from  the 
wVkedness  and  folly  of  our  rulers.     But  sir  in 
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nolliing  to  console  the  wicked 
,  unless,  like  the  foolish  bird,  they 
!i<^9rate  their.  di.-<gra<fed  body  with  the  plumao-e 
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of  others.      Notwithstanding   the    truth,    others 
might  presume  from  the  language  of  gentlemen 
this  day,  that  they  had  beaten  their  late  enemy 
at  all   points,  had   indeed  conquered   him  in  the 
cabinet,  and  in  the  field,  and  had  emerged  from 
the  horrors  of  ihis  war,  covered  with  glory.     Yes. 
sir,    that  glory,  like   the  all-extended    manile  of 
charity,  had  covered  the  multitude  of  their  political 
sins.     But  where  are  we  to  look  for  this  glory  ? 
Is  it  mounted  on   the   shoulders  of  your  ofllicers 
(who  swarm  our  streets)  in  the  pretty  form  of 
e|)aulettes,  right  and  left ;  or  in  the  ruins  of  your 
Capitol  ?     In  the  heroic  attacks  of  our  warriors; 
or  in  the  precipitate  and  disgraceful  flight  of  your 
President,    your    Constitutional    Commander-in- 
Chief,  from  the  unfought  field  at  Bladensburg  ? 
In    the   numerous  and  splendid  victories  of  our 
gallant  "  ocean  warriors  ;"  or  in  the  wreck  of  pub- 
lic credit,  and  in  the  loss  of  thirty  thousand  brave 
Americans,  and  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  million 
of  treasure,  sacrificed  in  your  late  ruinous   war. 
In  these  scenes  we  find  uo  glory  for  the  Adminis- 
tration. 

Accompany  me  next,  to  the  cottages  of  the 
poor,  and  lo  the  palaces  of  those  who  once  were 
rich,  for  your  war.  like  pale  Death,  as  described 
by  the  elegant  Latin  poet.  '  aequo  pulsat  pede  pau- 
perum  tabernas  regumque  turres."'     Yes,  sir,  war, 

"  With  imparUaJ  fate, 
Knocks  at  the  cotuge  and  the  palace  gate." 

Enter  with  me  these  dwellings  of  wretchedness  ; 
inquire  of  the  ten   thousand  widows  made  such 
by  your  war,  there  found,  if  glory  will  compen- 
sate for  the  lo.ss  of  everything  dear  to  their  hearts; 
ask  the  twice  ten  thousand  falherle>s  children  or- 
plianed  by  your  war,  if  glory  will  give  them  bread, 
when  they  cry  therefor,  or  clothes  when  naked,  or 
instruction  or  restore  to  them  the  endearing  rela- 
tion of  father  !     No.sir.no;   they  are  thrown  des- 
titute and  helpless  upon  "  the  mercy  of  a  rude 
world,  which  must  forever  hide  them,"  and   will 
be  taught  to  lisp  in  curses,  the  name  of  Madison, 
and  Madison's  war.     Follow  me  to  your  various' 
encampments,  visit  wtth  me  your  numerous  fields 
of  battle,    and    of  blood,    and    cry   glory,  glory, 
over  the  mouldering  remains  of  thirty  thousand 
slaughtered,   murdered    American    citizens,    vic- 
tims to  your  ambition  and  folly  ;  and  see  it  it  will 
re-animate,  and  restore  them  to  their  country  and 
their  friends.     No,  sir,  no— their  accusing  spirits 
have  ascended  to  their  God,  and   their  blood  will 
be  required  at  your  hands.     Cry,  glory,  glory,  to 
your  destroyed  public  creditors,  and  see  if  it  will 
drown  tneir  clamors,  or  satisfy  their  demands,  or 
fill  the  empty  vaults  of  your  Treasury.     If  your 
glory  can  do  none  of  these  things,  it  is  of  no  na- 
tional importance,  "'tis  air,  a  mere  'scutcheon;" 
when  weighed  against  our  loss— the  mere  dust  of 
the  balance. 

Sir.  as  to  this  peace— 1  fervently  pray  God.  it 
may  be  perpetual !  As  lo  the  treaty,  whatever 
may  be  its  terms,  and  I  grant  they  are  humilia- 
ting—since  it  is  ratified- fulfil  it  with  the  most 
scrupulous  good  faith,  extend  to  your  late  enemy 
a  generous  confidence,  in  advance;  you  will  lose 
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nothing  by  your  magnanimity,  though  you  may 
everything  by  your  enmity  and  distrust;  reduce 
your  army  immediately  to  the  lowest  Peace  Es- 
tablishment—the American  people  will  not  main- 
tain a  standing  army,  to  gratify  ihe  pride  and 
ambition  of  any  man  ;  curtail  your  enormous  ex- 
penses, by  the  most  rigid  economy, and  thus  relieve 
the  people  from  some  of  the  grievous  burdens, 
which  your  war,  and  your  madness,  and  your 
folly,  have  imposed  upon  them.  As  to  the  fears 
pretended  to  be  entertained  by  some  of  the  ma- 
jority, of  further  hostile  designs,  meditated  by 
your  late  enemy,  or  by  any  other  nation;  they 
are  in  vain  ;  against  them,  I  will  point  to  the 
brave  yeomanry  of  our  country,  and  be  silent. 

Mr.  FoRsvTH  explained  a  remark  which  had 
not  been  correctly  understood  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton.)  In  calling 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  he 
had  no  allusion  lo  the  disposition  or  wishes  of 
the  American  Government.  This  Government 
desires  nothing  but  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  its 
rights,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  a  resort  to  hos- 
tilities on  our  part  if  these  are  not  invaded.  It 
was  in  reference  to  the  probable  policy  and  in- 
tention of  Great  Britain,  as  indicated  by  the  pre- 
tensions with  which  the  negotiations  at  Ghent 
were  commenced — the  ungracious  manner  in 
which  it  was  conducted,  and  its  extraordinary 
termination,  connected  with  the  then  recent  ex- 
pedition to  the  Mississippi.  There  was  one  cir- 
cumstance, not  yet  brought  into  view,  which  de- 
served notice,  as  another  proof  of  the  spirit  of 
that  Government  to  this  country  :  the  choice  of 
the  Secretary  of  Legation  at  Ghent,  and  the  bear- 
ing of  the  olive  branch  to  the  United  States. 
The  man  of  all  others  in  the  Empire  of  Britain, 
who  was  chosen  to  perform  this  ofl^ce.  was  one 
who  had  smuggled  himself  out  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  a  criminal  prosecution 
commenced,  or  about  to  be  commenced  against 
him  for  violating  the  laws  of  the  country,  by 
whose  hospitality  he  was  protected.  No  man 
can  calmly  examine  all  the  circumstances  under 
which  It  was  made,  without  feeling  that  the  coals 
of  hostility  are  still  red  beneath  this  treaty.  A 
single  breath  of  pride,  interest,  or  ambition,  will 
rekindle  the  smothered  fire,  and  this  instrument 
will  be  reduced  to  ashes  by  its  ascending  flame. 
It  is  to  gu^rd  against  the  possible,  the  probable 
danger,  thai  he  was  opposed  to  this  reduction,  at 
least  until  the  season  of  danger  is  past ;  it  was  lo 
deprive  pride,  interest,  and  ambition,  of  the  hope 
of  gratification,  that  he  wished  the  armor  of  de- 
fence and  oflence  to  be  for  a  short  time  retained. 
Is  the  danger  imaginary?  Have  these  powerful 
incentives  to  human  action  ceased  to  produce 
iheir  wonted  effects  ?  Pride  ar.d  interest  are  still 
the  master-springs  of  the  movement*  of  Britain. 
Her  ambition  is  an  adder  always  coiled,  whose 
fiery  eye  is  eternally  fixed  upon  its  object;  who 
watches  with  incessant  anxiety  for  the  moment 
of  fatal  security,  when  she  can  strike  her  poisoned 
tooth  into  the  bosom  of  the  victim.  The  porcu- 
pine can  live  in  security  in  community  with  ihe 
serpent;  the  unarmed  stag  dies  by  its  venomed 
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bite.  To  the  course  he  wished  pursued,  he  had 
heard  but  one  objection — the  expense  ;  the  neces- 
sity of  lessening  the  public  burdens,  of  diminish- 
ing the  taxes,  by  which  the  people  were  ground 
to  the  earth.  And  this  objection  is  urged  before 
the  taxes  were  felt  or  complained  of.  The  people 
do  not  wish  a  diminution  of  these  burdens,  if  it 
cannot  be  oflTected  without  endangering  their 
country.  They  have  been  at  all  times  more 
willing  to  pay  the  price  of  security  and  honor 
than  we  have  been  to  ask  it  at  their  hands.  He 
had  hoped  that  the  spirit  of  narrow  calculation,  ; 
falsely  styled  economy,  whose  contracted  view 
was  fixed  upon  presept  expense,  and  was  incapa- 
ble of  enlarging  it  to  permanent  and  eventual  ad- 
vantage, had  been  laid  forever  by  the  powerful 
exorcisms  of  reason  and  experience.  It  would 
seem,  however,  that  it  had  been  only  lulled  by 
the  presence  of  a  more  powerful  demon.  Since 
the  potent  spell  of  necessity  had  been  broken,  the 
troubled  spirit  of  pelly  calculation  was  again 
awakened  to  vex  the  counsels  and  destroy  the 
best  hopes  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Pickering  made  a  few  additional  remarks. 
In  regard  to  the  inference  drawn  from  the  selec- 
tion of  the  bearer  of  the  treaty,  he  said  that  he 
was  unacquainted  with  the  fact  to  which  the 
gentleman  referred.  Mr.  Baker  appeared  to  have 
been  the  sole  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners  at 
Ghent ;  one  ot  the  several  secretaries  attached  to 
our  commission  was  selected  to  bring  the  treaty, 
and  the  secretary  of  that  commission  was  very 
naturally  selected  by  the  British  Government  to 
bring  the  treaiy.  without  particular  reference  to 
him  personally.  So  that  no  argument  whatever 
would  fairly  be  drawn  from  that  appointment. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  no  one  es- 
timated  more  highly  the  value  of  lime  at  this 
moment,  and  none   more  regretted  than  he  did 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
(.Mr.  Stockton)   had  thought  proper  to  throw 
the  firebrand   of  discord  into  the  House  on  this 
question  ;  but  Mr.  J.  said  he  could  not,  consist- 
ently with  a  sense  of  duty,  refrain  from  answer- 
ing some  of  the  remarks  which  had  been  made. 
Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  reply  lo  some  of  the  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  documents  ;  and  expressed 
his  astonishment  that  those  should  now  object  to 
the  peace,  because  the  treaty  contained  no  stipu- 
lation against  a  renewal  of  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment, who  had   been   willing  to  withdraw 
the   declaration   of  war   before  the  practice  had 
ceased.     In  regard  to  the  irtaty,  he  said,  it  could 
not   be  expected  that  a  Treaty  of  Peace  could 
contain  all  the  stipulations  necessary  to  be  en- 
tered  into  between  nations  who  had  just  termi- 
nated a  war.     The  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  for  instance, 
was  little  more  than  a  supplement,  not  a  substi- 
tute lo  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783.     In  the  case 
of  the  late  peace  in  Europe,  the  Treaiy  of  Paris 
contained  merely  a  provision  that  there  should  be 
peace,  and  other  questions  of  terriiory  and  right 
were  reserved  for  further  negotiaiion;  which  ne- 
gotiation was  in  tram  at  Vienna,  where  questions 
of  the  highest  importance  were  now  agitated  be- 
tween those  nations  who  bad  been  parties  to  the 
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f]^ace.  If'our  treaty  is  silent  on  the  subject  of 
ithe  fisberitis.  it  ij  aiso  silent  on  a  question  equally 
Jifnportant  to  Britain  as  the  fisheries  are  lo  us — 
Ftibe  right  to  a  free  intercourse  with  our  Indian 
•thbes.  Tlve  right,  of  searching  our  vessels,  to 
l^i^hich  is  charged  against  the  treaty  that  it  con- 
r'l»iD'=  no  lirpitaiion.'is  a  belligerent  power  merely  ; 
Iftod  in  lim«?  of  peaije  no  pretension  is  set  up  to  it 
IjD  the  par;  of  th<)  British.  It  had  been  said  it 
^is  too  laie  now  Jo  talk  about  blockades;  nor 
«ras  it  necessary.  .Mr.  J.  said,  when  the  practice 
^'f  blockaJ«»  had  c()ased  ;  and  no  one  pretended 
Ijat  the  pr&ctice  wns  justifiable  on  the  ground  of 
*i(jht  or  piiblic  lawr.  Mr.  J.  demonstrated  by 
^cls  and  reasoning,  that  the  United  Slates  had 
J  all  time's  been  ;willing  to  conclude  a  treaty 
•jhen  the  jiraciice;  of  impressment  should  cease 
n  the  part  -of  the  British.  No  right  is  yet  ceded 
fjr  the  treaty  ;  and  every  assertion  to  the  contrary 
»  incorrecu  Mr.  J.  spoke  at  some  length,  and 
uuld  havelgone  more  fully  into  the  subject  but 
»r  the  lateiuess  of  the  hour. 
,  .Mr.  Stockto.n  ^poke  in  explanation,  and  in 
yl^pport  of  i,is  position,  that  the  rights  asserted  by 
ill,  and  not  recognijed  in  the  treaty,  were  thereby 
kjelded.  ' 

IJMr.  Epptjs  rose  to  reply  to  the  position  which 
\id  been  laid  dowr>  by  .Mr.  Stockton,  m  regard 
ifj  the  coiTKnon  law,  respecting  treaties.     If  the 
*v*r  in  Europe  coni:inued,  and  the  practice  of  ira- 
iijessment  also  conunued.  at  the  tirae  the  treaty 
Svas  concluded,  the  argument  of  ihe  gentleman 
^om  New  Jersey   would  have  been  irresistible, 
jptit  the  faijts  are  the  very  reverse.     Before  the 
/.exclusion  yf  the  treaty  the  practice  had  ceased  ; 
cjno  longt^r  had  existence.     The  abandonment 
i  the  Uniird  States  can  in  no  way  be  construed 
Jembrace^ny  other  practices  and  claims  than 
tose  that  a,re  actua.lly  in  existence.     If  the  gen- 
iJraan's   position   was   correct,  a   applied   with 
(|ual  force  10  the  opposite  side  of  the  question  ; 
i|d   the  gfcotlemat\  would  hardly  contend  that 
llritain  has  forever  abandoned  her  right  to  block- 
|4e  an  enemy's  port,  or  impress  her  own  citizens 
firing    war     What,    in    fact,    are    the    circum- 
fifnces?     (ireat  Britain  claimed  a  right  to  im- 
ii?ess  our  sijamen,   and   to    establish    rilimitable 
Jockades.   We  reststed  both  pretensions.    In  the 
4^an  time,  before  n  peace,  circumstances  occur 
:pich  makv  them  both  useless  to  her,  and  both 
fie  withd.-a.wn   by  Great  Britain.     As  the  war 
^  commenced  by  us  to  resist,  and  by  Great 
Uilain  to  efiforce  those  pretensions,  the  conclu- 
on,  if  any.  irresistibly  follows,  that  that  and  not 
IS  Groverninent  had  abandoned  iis  claims. 
Mr.  GR.j.-ivENOR  said,  en  passant,  that  either 
||e  or  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  totally 
»i|staken  iht  principles  of  national  law. 
4  The  question  on  fhe  reduction  was  then  taken 
;^J  decided  la  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

VtA»— Messrs.  Alston,  Avery,    Baylies  of   Massa- 
»u»«tu,  Big.low,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brighani 
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Henderson,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Jackaon  of  Rhode 
Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Vork,  Kent  of  Maryland*, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle, 
Macon,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Roane,  Rug. 
gles,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Slay- 
maker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Sturgcs,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  .MassachusetU,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts— 75. 

^lATs — Messrs.  .\Iexander,  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Bines,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Comstock,  Condict,' 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Duvall,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, FiskofNew  Vork,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes', 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,' 
Irwin,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  McCoyj 
McKim,  Moore,  IVelson,  \ewton,  Oakley,  Parkeri 
Pickens,  Pleasants,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
rania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  New  Vork,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stuart,  TannehUI,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wright,  and 
Yancey — 65. 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendments  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  then  again  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  PicKERi.NG  moved  further  lo  amend  the 
said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ••  that," 
where  it  first  occurs  in  the  second  section,  the 
words  -such  part  of;"  and.  after  the  word  "ar- 
tillery,"' where  it  also  first  occurs  in  the  said  sec- 
tion, the  words  -as  shall  be  retained  in  service;" 
which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr,  Ca.nnon.  fur- 
ther to  ameud  the  said  bill  by  striking  from  the 
sixth  section,  the  following  words: 

"  And  that  there  shall,  moreover,  be  allowed  and 
granted  to  every  such  otticer,  in  consideration  of  ser- 
vices during  the  late  war,  the  following  donations  in 
land,  viz  :  to  a  Major  General,  2,560  acres ;  to  a  Brig- 
adier General,  l,tf20  acres  ;  to  each  Colonel  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  1,280  acres;  to  each  .Major,  960  acres; 
to  each  Captain,  640  acres;  to  each  Subaltern,  480 
acres ;  and  to  the  representatives  of  such  officers  as 
shall  have  fallen  or  died  in  the  service,  during  the  late 
war,  the  number  of  acres  according  to  the  rank  they 
held  respectively,  at  the  time  of  their  decease  ;  to  be 
designated,  surveyed,  and  laid  off,  at  the  public 
expense." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  54.  nays  50.  as  follows: 

Ve AS— Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachuaetta, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Can- 
non, Champion,  Cillcy,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Hale, 
Hall,  Henderson.  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  .MassachusetU, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  .Moseley,  Oakley,  Pick- 
ering, Piper,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Wardof  .Mas-sarhusetts.  Wheaton,  White,  Wd- 
cox,  and  Wilson  of  .Maasachusetls. 


npwn,  Burw^-U,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley 

T:^i^i::^:^'i::^'^7Z:^^:^        N.^^Messrs.    Ban^ur,  Bowen.  Butler.  Calhoun, 
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son,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grorvenor,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck, Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lef- 
ferts, Lowndes,  McCoy,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Troup,  Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Wood,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  land  bounty  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  CannOiN  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
seventh  section,  which  proposes  to  make  a  simi- 
lar allowance  to  stafl"  officers  deranged  in  virtue 
of  the  act. 

On  this  motion  a  warm  debate  commenced, 
and  the  House  adjourned,  after  a  sitting  of  nearly 
seven  hours. 


Tuesday,  February  23. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  (fixin<» 
it  for  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  next.)  The 
bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Tne  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  explor- 
ing the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  waters,  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  ascer- 
taining and  surveying  the  boundary  lines  fixed 
by  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  acts 
therein  mentioned,  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  galleries  of  the  House  were  then  cleared, 
and  its  doors  closed,  and  remained  so  for  more 
than  four  hours.  When  the  doors  were  attain 
open,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fixing  the 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISH.MENT. 

Mr,  Cannon  withdrew  his  motion,  which  was 
under  consideration  when  the  House  yesterday 
adjourned. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Alston,  to  re- 
consider the  vote  for  striking  out  the  donation 
in  land  to  officers  who  shall  be  discharged  from 
service  in  consequence  of  this  act.  or  to  the  rep- 
resentatives of  such  as  have  fallen! 

After  debate,  the  question  of  reconsideration 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  ihe  consider- 
ation 64,  against  it  50,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  .Mston,  .Anderson,  Bar- 
boar,  Bines,  Bowen,  Calhoun,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hewes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Jack- 
•on  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  I..effert8, 
Lowndes.  Mc('oy,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tcn- 
nesaee.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stewart,  Tannehill, 


Telfair,  Troup,   Udree,  WUaon  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey. 

^^T» — Messrs.  Barnett,  Bayhes  of  .Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Can- 
non, Champion,  Cdley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Hale,  Hanson, 
Henderson,  Hulbert,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
MassachusetU,  Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  .Montgomery, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

The  question  recurring  on  striking  out  the  same 
part  of  the  bill- 
Mr.  Gaston  moved  to  amend  the  said  sixth 
section  so  as  to  limit  the  donation  to  such  of  the 
discharged  officers  as  have  by  name  been  thanked 
by  Congress,  or  have  been  brevetted,  or  have 
been  wounded  during  the  war. — Negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  donation  to  field 
officers  was  reduced— the  Major  Generals  to  1280, 
Brigadiers  General  to  1120,  Colonels  to  960,  and 
Majors  to  800  acres  each. 

And  the  question  to  strike  out  the  donatioa 
clause,  thus  amended,  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  and  the  House  adjourned  at  sun- 
down, after  a  session  of  more  than  seven  hours. 


Wednesday,  March  1. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  An  act  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  within  the  State  of  New  York  ;"  with 
amendments.  And  that  they  have  passed  '"a 
resolution  directing  the  manner  of  providing  sta- 
tionery, and  procuring  printing  for  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  ;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  resolution,  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  named  persons, 
employed  by  the  Doorkeeper  to  aid  him  in  the 
execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  wit :  Elex- 
tius  Spalding,  George  N.  Thomas,  Isaac  Phillips, 
Oswald  Dunn,  and  George  Cooper,  be.  and  thef 
are  hereby,  allowed  two  dollars  per  day  during 
the  present  session,  and  four  days  thereafter,  and 
Charles  Brooks  two  dollars  per  day  for  his 
services. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  made  a  report,  stating  their  inabil- 
ity to  investigate  the  subject  to  their  satisfaction 
during  the  present  session,  the  general  business 
of  which  has  been  so  urgent,  and  recommending 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the  subject, 
to  sit  during  the  recess. 

The  engrossed  bill  "to  fix  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed  ;  as  also  was  the  bill  to  vest 
more  effectually  in  the  State  courts,  and  in  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  jurisdiction 
in  the  cases  therein  raentiooed. 


It 

it 


if 
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Mr.  Ga!3-{on  subinitted  for  consideration  the  jmittee  of  the  Whole,  and   after  occu 


t  'l^fl  of  Iniiiaps 

Ithe  bill  frlr 

tf^rein  mentio 


llowinii  rt^olution  : 

Resolved,  "f  hat  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 

report  to  tSe  next  Conffress  u  plan   for  estabiishiDg, 

ith   the   ro-7peration  of  the    States,  a  national    road 

cim  Maine  t^  Georgia,  and  from  Miiledgeville  to  New 

irieans,  inclipive,  passing  through  the  City  of  Wash- 
gton,  and,  ((j  far  as  may  be  practicable,  through  the 
ats  of  govertiment,  or  principal  towns  in  the  Atlan- 
^  Sutes. 

*  fi.  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
(^«,  toaraen(ithesarae  by  adding  lo  the  end  thereof 
rKi  followiQ:* : 

*•*  And  from  the  City  of  Washington  to  the  respect- 
iXh  seats  of  government  of  the  States  of  Kentucky, 
K-pnesser,  aijd  Ohio." 

J  This  raoiijin  was  negatived,  and  the  resolution 
ajfeed  to  as  originally  proposed. 
•On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 

'^.fieao/ved.  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 

^r  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  its  next 

ion,  a  statement  of  the  amounts  of  merchandise 

^   other   articles   furnished    the    Indians,  under  the 

•ennlcnderary  of  William   Henry  Harrison,  late  the 

iberintendei'jt  of  Indian   Affairs  for  the  Territory  of 

jiana,  fro>n;tbe  1st  day  of  January,  1801,  to  the  Ist 

._•  of  Januarf,  1613,  distinguishing  the  different  dates 

cf'vurchase,  o;°  whom  purchased,  and  for  what  tribe  or 

tifl^s  of  Indians. 

m  the  Senate  lo  repeal  certain  acts 
tioned  (prohibitory  and  non-irnporta- 
t'^)*  acts)  ha^'ing  be#n  reported  by  Mr.  Forsyth. 
i<he  Comojittee  of  Foreign  Relations,  without 
aliendment,^was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
subsequ'jnlly  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Ifblr.  FcR8\TH  also  made  the  following  report : 

'j  The  Con>mittee  of  Foreign   Relations,  to  whom 

fy  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
^  States  recgpmmending  the  passage  of  a  law  to  ex- 
ile foreign  seamen  from  employment  in  American 
»  .-*els,  report'  that  the  present  session  of  Congress  ne- 
cj^««arily  terminating  on  the  third  day  of  .March,  there 
ilr.ot  sufficient  time  to  give  this  subject  the  deliberate 
(■amination  i|s  importance  demands.  They  therefore 
rSi'ommend  th,e  following  resolution  : 

That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
t  President  of  the  United  States  respecting 
.of  foreig.T  seamen  from  employment  in 
Mi4erican  vesj^els  be  postponed  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress.", 

IThe  reporjwas  read  and  concurred  in. 
iThe  arncniiments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  sup- 
iJetmeDtary  to  the  act  for  the  better  organization 
(H  ihe  Courtf  of  the  United  Slates,  were  read  and 
Bcurred  irt. 

The  bill  f^om  the  Senate  to  continue  in  force 

act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with   the 

(Jiao  inbei  was  read  a  thjrd  lime  and  passed. 

The   engrossed    bill   '"regulating  and  defining 

duties  oTlhe  United  State;.'  Judge  for  the  Illi- 

\s  Territory. "  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  bill  nfaking  appropriations  for  the  support 

ihe  Navy*  of  the  United   Slates,  was   read  a 

fd  time  ar d  passed. 

The  bill  ^oQcerniag   invalid    pensioners    (the 
ttual  bill  o)|  the  subject)  passed  through  a  Cora- 
k 


rA'ommend  ir, 

I'*  Resolved,  ' 

)l£«sageof  the 

t^d  exclusion. 


pying  con- 
siderable lime  of  the  House  on  proposed  amend- 
ments thereto,  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate.  "  directing  the 
manner  of  providing  stationery  and  procurin<y 
printing  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen"^ 
laliveR."  was  read  the  first  lime,  and,  on  motion, 
the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment ;"  and  "  resolutions  rela- 
tive to  the  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bill  and  resolutions  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Senate  '•  relative  lo 
the  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States." 
were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  **  concerning  the 
Naval  Establishment,"  was  read  twice  and  cona- 
miiied  to  a  Committee  ol  the  Whole  to-day. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  makinnj  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  Slates  for  the  year  1815.  and.  after  some 
lime  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with 
amendmenis;  which  were  read,  ana  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Eppes,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ihe 
House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill.  The  Committee  rose  and  reported 
an  additional  amendment  thereto,  as  follow: 

"  For  purchasing  horses  for  artillery,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pickering,  to 
amend  the  said  amendment  by  striking  out  "one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,"  and  inserting  "fifty 
ihoubaud  dollars;"  which  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  49.  nays  57,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bard,  Barnett,  Bigelow,  Bradbury« 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Clopton,  Cox. 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Farrow, 
Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Grosvcnor,  Hale,  Hawes,  Hun- 
gerford,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Moeeley,  Oakley, 
Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Re«  of  Pennsylvania,  Ruggles,  Sago, 
Sherwood,  Slay  maker.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania.  Stan- 
ford, Strong,  Vose,  Ward  of  MaseachuaetU,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Avery,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Barbour,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Gritfin,  Hall,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  LefferU,  Lowndes, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery,  Newton,  Pleas- 
ants, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sey- 
bert.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tanne- 
hill,  Taylor,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 
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The  amendment  was  then  concurred  in  by  the 
House;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  March  2. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  surveying  certain  lands 
designated  in  the  resolution,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  to  wit : 
'•  That  no  appropriation  is  necessary." 

Mr.  Eppes  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  making  additional  appropriation  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1815;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  all  the  matters  and  things  referred 
to  them  during  the  present  session,  and  upon 
which  they  have  not  reported. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
JoHNso.N,  of  Kentucky  ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  messenger  and  oflice-keeper  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  allowed  the 
•ame  pay  per  day,  during  the  sessions  of  Congress, 
and  for  four  days  thereafter,  as  is  allowed  to  the  mes- 
sengers employed  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  that  he  be 
allowed  at  the  rale  of  thirty  dollars  a  month  during  a 
recess. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  17th  of  March  last,  to  inquire  whe- 
therany,and,  if  any,  what,  means  of  retrenchment 
and  economy  of  reform  in  the  general  manage- 
ment, and  of  extension  and  efficiency  in  the  Naval 
Establishment,  may  be  practicable  and  expedient, 
were  discharged  from  the  reports  and  documents 
submitted  to  them,  and  the  .«aid  reports  and  doc- 
uments were  referred  to  the  Board  of  Navy  Com- 
missioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Creighton, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out 
of  the  contingent  fund,  to  the  person  employed 
by  the  Doorkeeper  of  this  House  to  superintend 
the  post  office  kept  for  the  use  of  the  House,  in 
addition  to  the  allowance  already  made  him,  the 
pum  of  one  dollar  per  day  during  the  sessions  of 
Congress,  and  for  twenty  days  after  an  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  and  that  the  said  allowance 
commence  from  the  first  day  of  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  which  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  were  discharged  from  a  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  several  matters  referred 
to  them,  and  upon  which  they  have  not  reported. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  1815.  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Culpeper,  be  the  committee.on  the  part  of 
this   House  to  wait  upon   the   President  of  the 


United  States,  and  request  that  he  recommend  a 
day  of  thanksgiving  to  Almightv  God  for  restor- 
ing to  these  United  Slates  the  blessings  of  peace. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amendments  of 
this  House  to  the  bill  "  to  increase  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Sergeanl-at-Arms  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper 
and  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives," with  amendments;  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  informed 
the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill 
from  this  House,  "to  fix  the  compensations  and 
increase  the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  collection  thereof;" 
with  amendments.  They  have  slso  passed  bills 
of  the  following  titles:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
sundry  persons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  their  tools 
by  fire  at  the  Navy  Yard;"  and  "An  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage;"  in  which  amendments  and  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  discharge  of  Edward 
Martin  from  his  imprisonment,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  subsequently  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  further  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  Yazoo  claims, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  sat  a  short  time  in  conclave, 
and  before  the  doors  were  opened,  removed  the 
injunction  of  secrecy  from  their  proceedings. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
mechanics  who  lost  their  tools  by  the  destructioa 
of  the  Navy  Yard,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  to 
define  the  duties,  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the 
collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
was  agreed  to.  yeas  75.  It  goes  to  leave  unde- 
fined the  compensation  after  the  first  of  January 
next,  fixing  it  up  to  that  time  only. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  Eppes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, submitting  to  their  consideration  a  proposi- 
tion to  provide  for  paying  the  interest  and  grad- 
ually reducing  the  stock  debt  which  has  been 
created  during  the  late  war ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  letter  is  as  follows: 
Tkkasubt  DEPARTifixT,  Feb.  24,  1815. 

SiH :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  propo- 
sition to  provide  for  paying  the  interest  and  gradually 
reducing  the  stock  debt  which  has  been  created  during 
the  late  war.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  accom- 
panied this  communication  with  Ubles,  illustrating,  in 
detail,  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  well  aa 
the  effect  of  the  present  proposition  ;  but  various  causes 
render  the  performance  of  this  task  impracticable  be- 
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i*e  the  adjoilrnment  of  Cong^rcM,  and  I  cannot  do  bet- 
I  than  to  rtjfer  to  the  report  which  was  made  by  the 
i^aaury  Department  to  the  Houae  of  Representatives 
i«the  9th  of  April,  1^08,  exhibiting  explanatory  state- 
»tnt*  and  ncites  oi  the  public  debt,  its  increase  or  de- 
•  i^-flase,  from  -the  l«t  of  January,  1791,  to  the  1st  of 
.  ^jiuary,  1(^01^.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  my  views 
:  ||— First.  Tbi-  general  state  of  the  public  debt  before 
f  Z(i  war;  Second.  The  general  state  of  the  public  debt 
jtitracted  sm^e  the  war;  and.  Third.  The  particular 
ivision  to  \*t  now  made  for  the  last  description  of 
Lit  public  d*!'^ 

It  On  the  ijist  December,  1814,  the  amount  of  the 
iljlic  debt  ci«»ated  before  the  war  may  be  eatimated 
$39,90r),18Tt  66,  and  it  consisted  of  the   following 
j^iTticuIars  : 

■  >1,  Old  SIX  per  cent,  vtock,  the  nom- 
isal  amoun}  being  $17,250,871  09 

which   ih^re   had 
[laeen   reimbursed  12,879,283  78 


Mabch,  1816. 


Ucring  due  oCi  the  31g(  day  of  Decem- 

,  »jer,  181t     ; 

•21  Deferred    ^x    per 

Jcentum   sio'k,   the 

lr>ominal  ani)unt  of 

;  iwhich  is       '-         •     $9,358,320  35 

(■  which    thf-re   had 

3t«en  reimbt^rsed    -        3,971,146  36 

iJaving  due  ^n  the  31st  day  of  De- 
^   |c«mber.    18c4 

3,#  Three  per  tjent.  stock    -         -         - 
4^  txchani?pdy«ix  per  cent,  atock  un- 

Alrr  the  act  c,f  1812 
5|ffii  per  ccrw.  stock  of  1796   - 
6l Louisiana  ^ix  per  cent,  stock 


$4,371,587  31 


$5,387,171  99 
16,168,177  34 

2,984,746  72 

80,000  00 

10,»23,5OO  00 


F%i|mated    an,ount  of  the   whole    of 
,  the  public  dt^t,  contracted  before  the 
«^*r,  due  on; 3 1st  December,  1814   -  $39,905,183  66 


Ijpon  the  pj-inciplcs  and  eatimates  of  the  Treasury 
\l\  port  of  ihe^th  of  April,  1808,  it  was  computed: 
cl'  That  on  th;e    1st  of  January,  1808,  the  public  debt 
'    lamountcd  ti)  -         -         -         -  $64,700,000  00 

•2J  If,   therefore,  the   amount   of  the 

Ipubiic  debt  computed  to  be  due  on 

Jhe   3l8t   L>cember,    1814,  be  de- 
.    (lucted,  to  viit ;       -         -         . 


ije 


39,905,183  66 


e    amount  ^redeemed  between  the 

ilrit  of  January,  1808^  and  the  31gt 

Jay  of  December,  1814,  may  be  es- 


«naled  at   : $24,794,816  34 


<  The  establi^Jiment  of  a  Sinking  Fund  to  redeem  the 
p  ncipa!  of  thr  public  debt  was  coeval  with  the  funding 
s  item  of  V;S)0,  but  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the 
<^  It  was  not  tiiarfed  upon  that  fund  until  1802.  The 
:ai  lount  of  thi*  public  debt  waa  increased  during  sev- 
ei  J  of  the  y'ars  that  intervened  between  January, 
1  )l,  and  Janiiary,  \>i(i?,,  and  the  Sinking  Fund  was 
«(  rtched  at  v'nous  periods  by  the  assignment  of  ad- 
dianal  revenisea.  'I'hf  acts  of  the  Hth  of  May,  1792, 
tlf  3d  of  MaKh,  1795,  th«  29th  of  April,  1802,  and 
ii-q  lOth  of  N>ember,  1803,  form,  however,  the  prin- 
c.lil  basis  of  the  present  Sinking  Fund,  providing  for 
annual  payment  of  the  interest,  as  well  as  for  the 
g'tdu^l  red^m^lioD  of  ihe  debt. 


Under  the  authority  of  these  acts  of  Congreaa,  the 
Sinking  Fund  amounU  to  the  sum  of  $8,000,000  an- 
nually, which  at  this  time  is  supplied  from  the  follow- 
ing  sources  : 

1.  From  the  interest  on  such  parts  of  the  public  debt 
as  have  been  reimbursed  or  paid  ofT,  and  which,  at 
present,  amounU  to  the  sum  of         -  $1,969,577  64 

2.  From  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  public  lands  (exclusive  of  lands 
sold  in  the  Misaiaaippi  Terrritory, 
which,  as  yet,  belong  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,)  estimated   annually  at  the 

»um  of 800,000  00 

3.  From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  to  make  the  an- 
nual  sum   of  $8,000,000  eatimated 

*t  about 5,230,422  35 

$8,000,000  00 

II.  On  the  31st  December,  1814,  the  amount  of  the 
public  debt  created  since  the  war,  (independent  of  tem- 
porary loans  and  issues  of  Treasury  notes,)  may  be  e»- 
imated  at $49,780,322  13 


And  it  consisted  of  the  following  particulars 

1.  Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1812,  being  the  eleven  milUon 
loan 

2.  Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1813,  being 
the  sixteen   million   loan 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1813,  being 
the  sixteen  million  five  hundred 
thouaand  loan         .... 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  being 
the  loan  of  ten  miHions,  (part  of  the 
loan  authorized  for  twenty-five  miJ- 
lions) 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  being 
the  loan  of  six  millions,  (part  of 
the  loan  authorized  for  twenty-five 
millionr) 


3. 


4. 


7,710,000  00 
18,109,377  61 

8,498,683  60 
9,190,476  25 


But  it  is  proper  to  bring  into  view 
here,  the  additional  six  per  cent,  stock, 
which  will  be  created  in  consequence 
of  contracts  depending  on  the  3 1st  of 
December,  1814,  to  be  completed  in 
1815,  to  wit  : 

1.  The  committee  of  defence  of  Phil- 
adelphia contracted  to  loan  $100,- 
000,  to  fortify  the  island  in  the  river 
Delaware  called  the  Pea  Patch,  for 
six  per  cent,  stock  at  par,  which  will 
be  issued  under  the  act  of  March, 
1812  -         -         .  $100,000  00 

2.  The  corporation  of 
-S'ew  York  contracted 
to  advance  money  for 
fortifications,  supplies, 
&c.,  at  A'ew  York,  on 
the  terms  of  the  six 
million  loan,  and  the 
amount  being  liqui- 
dated, six  per  cent, 
stock  has  been  order- 
ed for        -         -         .   1,100,009  87 


4,342,875  00 
$48,580,312  26 


1,2(»0,009  87 
$49,580,322  13 
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There  are,  however,  other  contracts  for  loans,  made 
through  the  medium  of  the  War  Department,  which 
have  been  recognised  at  the  Treasury  to  be  paid  in  six 
per  cent,  clock,  but  which  have  not  been  so  liquidated 
as  to  furnish  a  ground  to  estimate  tlieir  amount. 

The  six  per  cent,  stock,  which  was  issued  under  the 
act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814,  amounting  to  $3,000,- 

000.  and  sent  to  Europe,  has  not  been,  and  probably 
will  not  be  sold.  It,  is.  therefore,  omitted  in  the  pres- 
ent estimates. 

Besides  the  funded  debt  above  stated,  there  have 
been  contracted  debts  to  the  amount  of  $19,002,800, 
upon  temporary  loans,  and  upon  the  issues  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  consisting  of  the  following  particulars : 

1.  Temporary  loans  have  been  obtained  under  the  act 
of  .March,  1812,  (of  which  the  sum  of  $500,000  be- 
came due  in  December.  1814,  and  remains  unpaid  ; 
and  of  which  $50,000  wUl  be  payable  in  the  year 
1817,)  for $560,000  00 

2.  Treasury  notes  had  been  issued  or 
ordered  on  the  20th  February,  1815 

(1.)  Payable  on  or  before  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1815,  due  and  unpaid  princi- 
pal -         -         -         -         2,799,200 

(2.)  Payable  since  the 
Ist  of  January,  1815, 
due  and  unpaid         •  620,00 

(3.)  Payable  almost  dai- 
ly, from  the  1 1th  of 
March,  to  and  inclu- 
ding January  1,  1816         7,227,280 

(4.)  Payable  from  the 
11th  of  January,  to 
and  including  the  Ist 
March,   1816     -         -         7,806,320 


Making  floating  public  debt  in  tempo- 
rary loans  and  issues  of  Treasury 
notes     ------ 

To  which  add  the  amount  of  funded 
debt 


18,452,800  00 


1 9,002,800  00 
49,780,322  13 


And  the  whole  ascertained  amount  of 
debt  created  during  the  war,  is  the 
sum  of $68,783,122  13 


The  general  claims  for  militia  services  and  supplies, 
arising  under  the  authority  of  the  individual  States,  as 
well  as  of  the  United  States,  have  been  partially  ex- 
hibited; but  neither  the  principle  of  settlement,  nor 
the  amount  of  the  claims,  can  at  this  iime  be  stated. 

III.  In  suggesting  provisions  to  pay  the  interest  and 
gradually  to  reduce  the  principal  of  the  public  debt, 
contracted  since  the  declaration  of  war,  the  inconve- 
nience, which  has  been  introduced,  by  making  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  Treasury  notes 
a  charge  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  is  greatly  to  be  lament- 
ed. The  Treasury  notes  were  in  their  design,  and 
ought  to  be  in  their  use,  a  species  of  circulating  medi- 
um ;  but  it  is  evident  that  a  sinking  fund  of  $8,000,- 
000,  could  never  supply  the  means  of  paying  the 
prior  claims,  and,  also,  of  discharging  punctually  the 
whole  of  the  principal,  as  well  as  the  interest,  of  an- 
nual issues  of  Treasury  notes,  amounting  to  eight  or 
ten  milhons  of  dollars.  It  is  indispensable,  therefore, 
to  the  free  and  beneficial  operation'ot  the  Sinking  Fund, 
that  it  should  be  disengaged,  as  soon  as  possible,  from 
this  burden.     The  meansof  disengaging  it  are,  1st,  by 


the  payment  of  the  Treasury  notes  out  of  the  current 
revenue;  or,  2d,  by  funding  them  upon  reasonable 
terms,  under  the  act  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  author- 
ize  a  loan  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815  ;  and  these 
means,  it  is  believed,  will  be  effectual. 

The  Sinking  Fund,  being  thus  emancipated  from 
the  Treasury  note  debt,  would  be  sufficient,  in  1816, 
for  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  stock  created 
before  the  war ;  for  the  interest  of  the  stock  created 
since  the  war  :  and  for  the  interest  of  the  loan  to  be 
raised  for  the  present  year,  either  in  money,  or  by  con- 
verting the  Treasury  note  debt  into  stock  debt     Thus, 

1.  The  Sinking  Fund  amounU  to       -    $8,000,000  00 

2.  The  interest  and  reimbursement 
of  stocks  created  before  the  war,  will 
require  a  sum  of  -         -  3,452,775  46 

3.  The  interci^t  of  the 
stocks  created  since  the 
war  (computed  on  the 
above  sum  of  $49,780,- 
322  13,)  and  including 
$7,968,  payable  for  an- 
nuities,   will  require    a 

•tun  of  -  -  2,994,787  32 

4.  The  interest  on  the 
loan  for  1815  (computed 
to  average  a  half  year's 
interest  on  the  sum  of 
$11,500,000  being  the 
estimated  amount  of  the 
Treasury  notes,  which 
may  be  converted  into 
stocks)    will    require    a 

sura  of  -         -         -      345,000  00 

5.  But  there  must  be  added, 
the  interest  and  princi- 
pal of  the  temporary 
loans  due  and  unpaid, 
which  were  obtained 
under  the  authority  to 
borrow,  granted  by  the 
act  of  the March, 

1812,     amounting      for  ,-^ 

1816,  to  the  sum  of      -      533,000  00 


And  would  leave  a  surplus 
of     -         -         -         - 


7,325,562  78 
$674,437  22 


It  appears,  on  this  view  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  (in- 
dependent of  the  operation  of  the  past  year)  that  there 
will  be  a  surplus  of  $674,437  22,  to  be  further  ap- 
plied to  the  reduction  of  the  principal,  both  of  the  old 
and  the  new  public  debt.  But  this  can  only  now  be 
done  by  purchases  in  the  market. 

The  proposition  to  be,  at  this  time,  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  relation  to  the  stock  debt  created  since  the  war,  in- 
volves the  following  points  : 

1.  That  provision  be  made  for  the  payment,  or  for 
the  funding,  of  the  Treasury  note  debt,  so  as  to  relieve 
the  Sinking  Fund  from  that  charge. 

2.  That  the  Sinking  Fund  be  applied,  in  the  first 
place,  to  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  old  six 
per  cent,  stock,  according  to  the  existing  laws. 

3.  That  the  Sinking  Fund  be  applied,  in  the  second 
place,  to  the  payment  of  che  principal  and  interest  of 
the  temporary  loans,  obtained  under  the  act  of  March, 
1812. 
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4.  That  tl>e  Sinking  Fund  be  applied,  in  the  third  I  a  part  of  the  receipts  for  the  prewot  year  being 
nee,  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  accruing  upon  the  j  receivable  in  payment  of  all  debts  due  the  United 

States,  it  had    been    thought   better   to  authorize 


Qck  debt  rrrated  sin'^e  the  war 

15.  That  ih«  annual  surplus  of  the  Sinking   Fund, 
'\^r  satii-fyisig  ittf  above  objects,  be  applied  to  the  pur-  \ 
i«ae  of  the  ^tock  created  since  the  war  ;  and  tliat  the  ' 
I  iterest  uponrthe  slock  annually  purchased,  be  added,  ; 
man   time  lo^time,  to   that  appropriation,  for  the  pur-  j 
«)#e  of  makit;!^  new  purchases.  I 

^  AAer  the   ^re8ent  year,  there  is  reason  to  presume,  ! 
lat  the    j)ubtic   revenue  will  considerably   exceed  the  | 
;ii)lic  expen^liture,   and,   consequently,  that    the  ne- 
fMity  of  b.irrowing  will  cease.     At  that  period,  a 
(jre  satihfaci'ory  view  may    be   taken  of  the  subject,  \ 
i|n  can  l-e  t«ken  while  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  j 
i^ains,  in  s^^me  measure,  unascertained  ;   the   opera-  i 
>o  and  protjuct  of  the  new   taxes,  as  well  as  of  the 
i  ipost  upon  che  revival  of  commerce,  are  conjectural,  I 
t!  the  legis^tive   intentions,  respecting  a  Peace  E»- 
blishment,  Rave  not  jecn  declared. 
Since,  therefore,  the  existing  Sinking  Fund   (being 
lievcd,  in   t'je  manner  before  intimated,  from  the  en- 
jribrance    oV  the    Treasury    note    debt)  is    already 
ii.rged  wiih'the  payiaent  of  the  interest  on  the  stock 
eated   sinco  the  war.  and  will   be  sufficient  for  that 
)   ifpose,  lieniucs   payii-g  the  interest,  and  the  annual 
J     |Qbursem?rt  of  the  3tock  created  before  the  war,  I 
pclfully  propose,  that  no  further  step  be  taken  du- 
'ic  the  present  session  of  Congress,  than  to  authorize 
e;  subscription  of  Treasury  notes  to  the   loan  which 
irf'iow   undtT'Legislalive    consideration,  and   to  direct 
t .  '  surplus  oj  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  applied  to  pur- 
c4f>es  of  the  jtock  crested  since  the  war,  for  the  emol- 
lAjjnt  of  the  .fund.     Ijut  it  will  be   proper  to  confine 
tm  benefit  of  fubscribing  to  the  loan  to  such  Treasury 
r^tfs   only  us  have  be>,n,  or  may  be  issued  under  the 
aus  which  render  them  a  charge  upon  the  Sinking 
ijnd,  namely^  the  acU  of  the  20th  of  June,  1812;  of 
t^'  25ih  of  February,  1813;  and  of  the  4th  of  March, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be 
^.esignate  the  notes  to  be  received  in  sub- 
time  to  time,  according  to  the  date  of 


have  the  tionortojbe,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
Lit  obedient|jervant,  :• 

A.J.DALLAS. 

W.  Ep?i<.,  Eaq.,  (.Chairman,  4-c. 
> 

LOAN  BILL. 

'heHous»*weal  into  Commiltee  of  the  Whole. 

the  service  of 
blank  for  the 


,the  bill  nUthoriziosr  a  loan  fur 


0 

ij||5;  on   th^  quesiioTi   to  fill  the 

^i^iount  of  tl*e  loan. 

■  l^r.  Eppe»  expressed  his  regret  that  this  bill 
been  dfbyed  to  so  late  a  period  of  the  ses- 
;  a  delay  which  had  not  arisen,  however, 
n  any  nejriect  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
(Ways  anij  Means,  but  from  the  pressure  of 
ler  businesv  The  loan  necessary  for  the  present 
\t,  was  forthe  purj)ose  of  redeeming  Treasury 
|es.  chargeil  on  the;  Sinking  Fund.  Of  these 
Us  there  *:)uld  fall.due,  in  the  year  1815,  eight 
jtionsand  ^pward.-^  and  in  the  month  ofAlarch 
15,  ten  millions  of  dollars,  being  the  whole 
Lciunt    nowk  in    circulation,   viz:    §15.452,000 


the  loan  for  the  whole  amount.  He  therefore 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  $18,452  - 
000.     And  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  two  new  sections 
were  added  to  the  bill,  one  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  accept  in  payment  of  any 
loan  such  Treasury  notes  as  have  been  actually 
issued  and  are  by  law  chargeable  on  the  Sinking 
Fund;  the  other  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  to  be  paid  interest  on  Treasury 
notes  which  have  fallen  due  and  have  not  been 
paid  for  the  want  of  funds,  interest  whereon  has 
not  of  course  since  accrued. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  ;  and  was  sub- 
sequently read  a  third  time,  and  pas.sed. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Sergeant-ai-Arms  of  the  Senate, 
being  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  Gaston  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting, also,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Seybert  moved  to  add,  the  Doorkeeper  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.CuLPEPER  moved  toadd,  the  Assistant  Door- 
keeper of  the  same  body. 

All  these  motions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  reported  as  amended.  On  proceeding  to 
consider  the  report  of  the  Committee — 

Mr.  Barxett  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely ;  but  subsequently  withdrew  the  motion. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  the  amend- 
ments, which  were  all  adopted  ;  and  the  bill,  thus 
amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
was  passed. 

.V1ILITIA  CLAIMS. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  ''authorize  settlement 
and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  services  of 
the  militia" — 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  Vermont,  moved  t.)  postpone  the 
consideration  thereof  indefinitely. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  very  animated  and 
rather  acrimonious  debate,  embracing,  beside  the 
real  question,  the  merits  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Governors  of  .Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
their  doctrines  as  to  the  militia,  and  the  general 
conduct  of  the  Eastern  States  opposed  to  the 
Government.  The  debate  lasted  perhaps  two 
hours;  and  the  question  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative- 
yeas  63,  nays  69,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Bard,  Barnett.  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhoun. 
Cannon,  Comstock,  Condict,  Oawford,  Creighton. 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Duvall,  Findley.  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Courdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hasbro-ick,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Johnson  of 


^ow^  m    circulation,   viz 
loan   ra^^ht   be  confined   to  the  amount  of  j  KentuckrK^^t'^f  mTvU.".'  t/"T"^^J' """."^"J!! 
,  payabl^witlun  the  present  yea,  but  as  the    ^Ir^LlfL^errt:    ^^lllZt  Ly^  ^;'a^onrMcrn. 
es  due  ,n  ^Ib  may  return  to  the  Treasury  as  |  Moore,  Orm.by.  Parker,  Pickens;  P^per,  Re^  of  Pennl 
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sylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Gholson, 
Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson, 
Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hungcrford,  Hulbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island  Jackson  of  Virginia.  Ken- 
nedy, Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Mc- 
Coy, Montgomery,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Pearson.  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Sevier.  Shefley,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanford, Stock- 
ton, Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggarl,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson 
of  MassachusetU,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

DUTIES  ON  TONNAGE  &c. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "further  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,"  was  read  a  first  and  second  time.  [This 
bill  contains  a  number  of  provisions,  applicable 
to  violations  of  the  revenue  law,  resembling  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  lately  passed  for  preventing 
intercourse  with  the  enemy.] 

Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermont,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Stockton  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  warm  debate  in  the 
course  of  which  Messrs.  Stockto.n,  William 
Reed,  Gro8venor,  and  Sheffey.  advocated  the 
motion,  and  Messrs.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Rhea, 
Wright,  Eppes,  Alston,  and  Newton,  op- 
posed it. 

At  this  stage  of  the  debate — on  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill  fixing 
the  Military  Peace  Establishment. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  'fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,"  were  read. 

The  first  section  of  the  said  bill,  as  passed  by 
this  House,  is  as  follows  : 

Be  it  enacted,  drc.  That  the  Mihtary  Peace  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States  shall  consist  of  such 
proportions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  tix  thousand  men,  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  judge  proper,  and  that 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  as  at  present  established,  be 
retained. 

The  Senate  propose  to  amend  the  said  first 
section  by  striking  out  the  word  "  peace,"  and  by 
sinking  out  the  word  "six. 'and  inserting  the 
word  '"fifteen. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 
ments was  called  for,  when  the  question  was 
taken  on  that  part  of  the  said  amendments  which 


proposes  to  strike  out  the  word  "  peace."  and  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  33.  nays  86,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Calhoun,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Duvall,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosve- 
nor, Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Irwin, 
Kershaw,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  Moore,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Pleasants,  Rich,  Ringgold.  Seybert,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\lexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Bines, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Cooper, 
Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ely,  Eppes,  Far- 
row, Franklin,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Goldsborough,  Good- 
wyn, Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hunger- 
ford,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  LeflTerts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mose- 
ley.  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schure- 
man, Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  Tannehill,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachu- 
setts, Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
that  part  of  the  said  amendments  which  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  word  ''six,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  '"fifteen,"  and  was  aKo  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  100,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Duvall,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Gros- 
venor, Hanson,  Hawkins,  Irwin,  Kershaw,  Newton, 
Oakley,  Ringgold,  Seybert,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Nats — Messrs.  .Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Barnett,    Baylies   of  Massachusetts,    Bigelow,   Bines, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Can- 
non, Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,    Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont,    Franklin,    Geddes,     Gholson,    Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,    Hale,    Hall,    Harris,    Hasbrouck,    Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lov- 
ett, Lowndes,  Lyle,   Macon,  McCoy,  Moore,  .Moseley, 
Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage, 
Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Udree,     Vose,     Ward    of    Massachusetts,     Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,   Williams,   Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  residue  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  said  bill  were  then  again  read,  and  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House. 


Friday,  March  3. 
On  motion  of  M».  Humphreys,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the 
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^i&iier  coD:$i»leratioD  of  all  mstters  and  things 
^ijired  to  tlijem  during  the  present  session,  upon 
Jfi.i^h  they  hrare  not  reported. 

"^  raessH?e;rora  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
the  Semite  insist  on  their  amendments  disa- 
to  bv  t^is  House,  to  the  bill  fixing  the  Mil 


m 


ihil  amendnjents  to  the  bill  fixing  the  Military 
J>i*eE-tabli^hraento^the  United  States:  where- 

jl^iisolted,  That  this  House  insist  on  their  disa- 
;(;rMrtaent  to  tl|e  said  amendments,  and  ask  a  con- 
Je^fjce  upon  »he  subject-matter  thereof. 

rdered.  Tijat  Mr.  Trocp,  Mr.  Joh.nsc.n  of 
jucky.  an(*  Mr.  Stuaht,  be  the  managers  at 
4iid  conference,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 
I^tie  House  f^esolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
t^K-lVhole,  on.'tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  ••to  pro- 
vi(««'a  library^  room,  and  for  transporting  the 
lib^iy  lately  purchased."  The  bill  was  reported 
td^"*-*  House,  i^ead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
;  •ie  House'  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
'Ww'^e  on  the  bill  making  additional  appropria- 
thW-.  for  the  si^rvice  of  the  year  1815.  The  bill 
wajfwported  \^ilh  an  amendment  thereto,  which 
wallconcurred|in  by  the  House;  and  the  bill  was 
reajihe  third  lime,  an!  passed. 

A-^liessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thaA^e  Senate-  have  pissed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
acjtwincerning; invalid  pensioners,"  with  amend- 
roeMi,  The  ajmendments,  were  read,  and  con- 
ctiriM  in  by  tlie  House. 

j'Aie  bill  to  Authorize  the  payment  for  horses 
lo^^ifl  the  public  service  in  the  Northwestern 
an^y  and  in  tl»e campaigns  under  Generals  Jack- 
son'niid  Floyd  J  in  the  present  war.  was  postponed 


sonni4( 
iQ^Jflinitely. 


a  iO%i 
b<i^,o 


:.Kic'  bill  frofp  the  Senate,  '"to  allow  a  draw- 
back jn  dutifs.^on  spirits  di.stilled,  and  on  certain 
gijcAs.  wares. '.and  merchandise,  manufactured, 
ujtAii  the  Udited  Slates,  on  the  exportation 
lhre»uf  to  any; foreign  port  or  place,"  was  post- 
por5.d  indefinit'ely. 

"Ae  bill  to  ajuthorize  the  purchase  of  the  ves- 
s€<j5^aptured  ofi  Lake  Cbamplain.  passed  through 
alO%nmittee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
figrossed  ft.r  a  third  reading ;  and  was  ."ubse- 
llly  read  aahird  time,  and  passed. 
,',e  bill  fo:  I  he  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
oin^s.  having  been  called  up — 

-Vjr.YANCKV  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sidfcjaiion  of  t&e  bill  indefinitely,  on  the  ground 
of  \iaot  of  liinf  duly  to  act  on  the  subject. 

fllie  motioa;  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Goldsbo- 
RciLlH  and  Mr  Pitkin,  but  was  decided  in  the 
aSJrjiative. 

I^^e  bill  frcnj  the  Senate  to  repeal  the  discrimi- 
na'l>g  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  on  condi- 
tian^jnat  reciprocal  measures  are  adopted  by  for- 
eiji*^overnmfints,  pas-ed  through  a  Committee 
of'.tf3  Whole  without  debate,  and  was  reported 
lo-t^  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
w»£  read  a  th.rj  time,  passed  by  unanimous  vote, 
ai*l|fturned  lu-the  Senate. 

{ 


I  A 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Coimnis- 
sioners  of  the  Nary  to  appoint  clerks,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  sur- 
veying the  boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes  • 
the  bill  concerning  the  Navy  Establishment ;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd  ;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Com- 
pany, passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole, 
and  were  severally  read  a  ihird  time,  and  passed! 
The  bill  to  alter  the  lime  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress  having  been  called  for — 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  FiSK.of  New 
York,  who  enumerated  the  advantages  to  arise 
from  an  early  session,  and  the  propriety  of  Con- 
gress fixing  the  dav,  rather  than  that  they  should 
be  called  together  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  support  of 
the   motion,  and  stated   his  belief  that  an  extra 
session  would  not  in  any  event  be  necessary.    He 
expressed  his  hope  that  Congress,  as  well  ap  the 
people,  might  be  permitted  to  enjoy  a  little  peace. 
Mr.    Nelson    supported     his    motion    on    the 
grounds  of  the  total  absence  of  a  necessity  for 
an  extra  session,  and  that  their  constituents  ought 
not  to  be  taxed  for  such  an  object  unnecessarily. 
Other  gentlemen  also  spoke  against  as  well  as 
in  favor  of  the  motion  for  postponement;  which 
was  decided  in   the  aflSrmative,  and  the  bill  in- 
definitely postponed. 

WEST  POLNT  ACADE.MY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  an  ap- 
propriation for  completing  the  public  buildings  at 
West  Point  for  the  .Military  Academy,  being  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  Trocp  moved  to  add  thereto  two  other 
sections,  to  stand  as  first  and  second  sections 
contemplating  the  establishment  of  two  corps  of 
engineers,  precisely  of  the  same  character,  num- 
ber, dec,  as  the  present  corps  of  engineers,  each 
of  which  to  be  stationed  at  points  to  be  desig- 
nated by  the  President  for  the  location  of  two 
military  academies. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment as  being  too  imp^ortant  to  be  decided  at  this 
late  period  ot  the  session,  and  because  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  present  bill.  He  stated 
several  objections  to  the  amendment,  which  at 
once  occurred  to  him. 

To  these  objections  Mr.  Trocp  replied,  and 
enforced  the  expediency  of  the  amendment ;  and 
he  contended  that  a  more  favorable  opportunity 
for  the  attainment  of  such  an  object  could  not 
again  occur. 

Mr.  Yancey  opposed  the  amendment,  and  ex- 
pressed no  great  Iriendship  for  the  bill.  His  prin- 
cipal  objection  was  not  to  the  establishment  of 
other  schools,  but  that  Congress  ought  to  fix  the 
location  o'"  these  other  schools. 

Mr.   Taylor   also   opposed    the   amendment, 
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which,  he  said,  instead  of  putting  a  graft  upon  a 
tree,  was  putting  a  tree  upon  the  graft.  He  was 
only  opposed  to  the  amendment  from  the  diffi- 
culty which  would  attend  the  adoption  of  such  a 
provision  in  both  Houses  at  this  period  of  the 
session. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority ;  and  the  Committee  ruse  and  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Yancey  moved  to  postpone  indefinitely 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill;  which  mo- 
tion was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Alston,  but  was  negatived  by 
a  large  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  and  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  Fikdley  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  LANGD05  Cheves,  in  teetimony  of  their  tp- 
probation  of  his  conduct  in  discharge  of  the  arduous 
and  important  duties  assigned  him  whilst  in  the  Chair. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to;  and 
this  vote  having  been  announced,  the  Speaker 
addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

"  GEHTLBMK.f  :  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  honor  you 
have  done  me  by  your  vote  ;  but  I  am  much  more 
deeply  affected  by  the  kindness  of  which  it  Ls  an  evi- 
dence— a  kindness  which  has  been  uniform,  and  which 
alone  could  have  sustained  mc  in  times  and  under 
circumstances  of  such  unusual  difficulty  and  embar- 
rassment as  those  in  which  we  have  acted  together. 
Almost  the  only  qualification  with  which  I  took  the 
Chair  was  a  determination  faithfully,  impartially,  and 
independently  to  do  my  duty  ;  almost  the  only  merit 
which  I  have  been  authorized  to  claim,  while  in  it,  has 
been  that  of  a  zealous  endeavor  to  execute  that  deter- 
mination. But  you,  in  the  partiality  of  your  kindness, 
have  bestowed  on  these  poor  pretensions  the  highest 
excellence.  Real  gratitude,  gentlemen,  is  not  eloquent ; 
I  can  only  say  I  thank  you — affectionately  and  un- 
feignedly  I  thank  you  !  .May  God  bless  you  all,  and 
restore  you  speedily  and  happily  to  your  families  and 
your  homes  !' 

AME.ND.MEXTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Pickering  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sitions of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


H.  Of  R. 


Union  by  Congress,  in  virtue  of  the  power  graatad 
by  the  Constitution,  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses. 

Aar.  3.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  to  lay  any 
embargo  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  citiiens  of  the 
United  Sutcs  in  the  ports  or  harbors  thereof  for  more 
than  sixty  days. 

Art.  4.  Congress  shall  not  have  power,  without  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  any  foreign  nation,  or  the  dependencies  thereof. 

Art.  5.  Congress  shall  not  make  or  declare  war,  or 
authorize  acts  of  hostility,  against  any  foreign  nation, 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses, 
except  such  acts  of  hostility  be  in  defence  of  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  Slates,  when  actually  invaded. 

Art.  6.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  natural- 
ized shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  or 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  nor 
capable  of  holding  any  civil  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. ' 

Art.  7.  The  same  person  shall  not  be  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  a  second  time ;  nor  shall 
the  President  be  elected  from  the  same  State  two 
terms  in  succession. 


Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  A  merica  in  Confess  as- 
sembUd,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring  there- 
in. That  the  following  articles  be  proposed  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  as  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  each  of  which, 
when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
the  several  Stales,  shall  be  vaiid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  part  of  the  said  Constitution  ; 

Akticlx  1.  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  States,  which  may 
be  included  within  this  Union,  according  to  their  re- 
spective number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound 
to  serve  for  h  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed,  and  all  other  persons. 

Art.  2.  No  new  Stale  shall  be  admitted  into  the 


COLLECTION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  further  secu- 
rity of  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage. 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  that  the  House  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day.  Negatived — 56 
to  40. 

The  question  to  postpone  the  said  bill  itHlefi- 
nitely  being  then  again  stated — 

The  motion  was  supported  be  Mr.  William 
Reed,  of  Mnssachusetts,  to  whom  Mr,  Fisk,  of 
New  York  replied. 

Mr.  Barnett  then  observing  that  this  was  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  and  that  he  found  gentle- 
men were  again  commencing  discussion  on  this 
question,  required  the  previous  question. 

This  call  was  supported  by  the  House,  by  a 
vote  of  57  to  42. 

The  Speaker  being  about  to  put  the  previous 
question  in  the  usual  form — 

Mr.  Shekfey  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table,  and  thereon  required  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — For 
laying  it  on  the  table  47,  against  it  65.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  William  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheflfey,  Sherwood, 
Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maiisachu- 
setts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\Iexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barnett,  Bines,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Clcndenin, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert.  Davis  of  Pennsylv'a,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Go'irdm,  Griffin,  Harns,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Lwin, 
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.^hnson  of  K^<ntucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kilbourn,  Lef- 
f\A,  Lowniie*!,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKim,  Moore,  Newton, 
rrnsby,  Piir|ier,  Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Rhea  of 
;nne«8e«".  ii<icb,  Roiine,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
[jbert,  Hniih  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Jnong,  Tanijehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Wilson  of 

\v*nngylvan:a4  and  Yancey. 

^The  previous  question  was  then   taken,  in  the 

i^aal  form,  io  wit:  Shall  the  main  question  be 

'  >Hp ^  P"^  ^  ^'!*^  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  66, 

[lys  43.        4 

'Xhe  said  ijaio  question  was  then  taken,  to  wit : 
i-yiiBll  (he  bijl  be  read  a  third  time?  and  passed 
ij  fhe  affirnfative — yeas  66,  nays  4S,  as  follows: 

«i'Ei8 — Mexars.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
.t"3, 'Barneit,  ^ines,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Hat^ndenin,  Qomstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
;({^QUch,  Cut^bert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
fl^wall,  Epy>e',(,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  N.  Y.,  Ghoi- 
■.  ^^i,  Goodwy^j,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 
'biinick,  Haw^s,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Irwin,  Johnson 
^oIKentucky,  ICennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland.  Kerr,  Ker- 
rayijw,  Leffert^  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery, 
.*Mc4)re,  Murfrte,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Plea- 
)  HAoiis,  Rhea  o(  Pennessoe,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertuon,  Sage, 
ji?4.yier,  Seybejt,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
.y^a.  Strong^  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Wil- 
|8<in  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 
J    jiNiATs — .Me,»gr8.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigeiow, 

li^dbury,  Br!gham,  Caperton,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cox, 
i(,|iipeper,  D4venport,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
iCiiaavenor,  H»ile,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hungerford, 

Ifaibert,  Kin^  of  MaBeachusetta,  Law,  Lovett,  Mose- 
il^,^iS'elBon,  (iakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
«\/i^liam  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey, 
|S|«»fwood,  SUymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
•Stockton,  Stinrt,  Slurges,    Taggart,    Vose,  Ward  of 

•  A-afaachusettj^,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

!    j  The  said  bell  was  then  read  the  third  time,  when 

ialijiotion  w?s  made  by  Mr.  King,  of  Massachu- 
sitjs.  to  rec(rmmit  the  bill  for  amendment,  which 
^\^aj5  negati^^'d.  The  question  was  ibea  taken, 
jiaiiill  the  bSl  pass?  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 

IJ'MILITAljY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 
I^l^lr.  Thoi,p,  from  the  mana::ers  appointed  on 
^t:.e  part  of  i^iis  House,  at  the  conference,  on  the 
^dfsjigreeing  •.  otes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
.njfjnts  depcriling  to  the  bill  "fixing  the  Military 
■rt^ce  EstaLjishraenf  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
ported the  ftllowing  modifications: 

•  j'I'hat  the  Senate  recede  from  the  first  amendment 
fp^^o^osed  to  the  bill  ; 

r.  •fhatin  lier.  of  the  second  amendment  proposed,  the 
•*^i^ate  Qgree|to   substitute  the  word  "ten,"   for   the 

•  v^td  "  tirteen';" 

r  iThat  the  hfouse  of  Representatives  recede  from  their 
*<Jv«igreemcnt;io  all  the  other  amendments  proposed  by 
'tlr.?;Senatr.    ', 

I  iThe  Hou;!e  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mod- 
lilcitions.     * 

I  Hlr.  RoEiirtTSON  said,  that  he  hoped  the  report 
jo^ihe  comtfcittee  of  conference  would  be  agreed 
;t.^     He  had; voted  against   the   reduction  of  the 


had  occurred  which  produced  considerable  effect 
on  his  opinions.  A  report  had  been  alluded  to 
in  dt-bate,  which  merited  much  consideration.  It 
is  said  that  the  Floridas  had  been  ceded  by  Spain 
to  Britain.  Britain  had  very  formally  protested 
against  our  taking  possession  of  a  part  of  the 
country  denominated  West  Florida.  He  had  no 
doubt,  from  information  recently  received,  that 
an  attack  was  about  to  be  made  on  Mobile.  The 
enemy  were  building  barges  on  board  their  fleet, 
evidently  with  a  view  to  continue  the  conflict. 
He  had  no  apprehension  of  their  again  visiting 
New  Orleans  ;  they  would  not  soon,  they  would 
never,  make  another  attempt  upon  that  city.  He 
believed  Mobile  was  the  object;  they  would  be 
desirous  of  doing  something  to  break  their  fall ; 
to  retrieve  the  expedition  from  utter  disgrace.  It 
is  by  no  means  clear,  that  a  knowledge  of  the 
treaty  would  arrest  their  designs.  He  had  no 
confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  Entjland.  He 
believed  that  war  still  raged  in  the  South.  He 
had  said,  that  notwithstanding  the  treaty,  it  was 
probable  an  effort  would  be  made  to  seize  on  West 
Florida.  He  entertained  another  opinion  which 
he  would  express;  he  believed,  that,  had  the  En- 
glish succeeded  iu  getting  possession  of  New  Or- 
leans, they  would  not  have  given  it  up;  but  they 
would  have  found  out  some  pretext  for  holding 
it.  Why  was  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  intro- 
duced into  discussion  at  Ghent?  What  connex- 
ion had  that  subject  with  any  question  of  con- 
troversy between  the  United  States  and  England? 
It  had  reached  us  through  various  channels,  that 
all  officers  necessary  for  the  civil  government  of 
the  country  had  accompanied  the  grand  expedi- 
tion. Perhaps  it  might  turn  out,  on  explanation, 
that  many  important  steps  with  a  view  to  con- 
quest and  permanent  occupation,  hnd  been  taken 
after  the  determination  to  sign  the  treaty  had 
been  formed. 

Under  present  circumstances,  though  hostile  to 
a  large  army  in  time  of  peace,  he  was  himself 
disposed  to  retain  a  larger  force  than  ten  thou- 
sand men  ;  but  he  most  earnestly  hoped  it  would 
not  be  reduced  below  that  number. 

The  question  was  taken  to  concur  in  the  sec- 
ond modification,  to  wit :  That  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  shall  consist  of  '-ten"  thousand 
men,  instead  of  '  fifteen"  thousand,  as  proposed 
by  the  Senate;  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  70,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

^«*"— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston.  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Calhoun,  Clendenin,  Clop- 
ton, Comstock,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Culh- 
bert,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Frankhn,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvcnor,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Montgome- 
ry. Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson, 
.  Ai^.,  ,.,  -.,',K^Mco„,l      u    ™  .       I  ^*8«' ^^yt'^'t.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 

J^^y  to  MX«lhousand.     He  was  now  prepared  to    gmia, Strong, Stuart.Tannehill.  Taylor,  Telfair. Troup. 
•sAtction  a  ,uuch   larger  force.     Circumstances  |  Wilson  ol  Pennsylvania,  Wmter,  and  Yancey. 
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Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bradbury, ' 
Brigbam,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Cox,. 
Davenport,  Desha,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Har- 
ria,  Hungerford,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lovett,  Macon, 
Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Rug-  | 
gles,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Stanford,  ■ 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- ; 
setts.  While,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  House  i 
recede  from  their  disagreement  to  so  much  of  the  ' 
amendments  of  the  Senate  as  proposes  to  strike 
out  a  part  of  the  6th  and  the  whole  of  the  7ih  I 
and  8tli  sections  of  the  bill,  being  that  part  thereof 
which  allowH  donations  in  land  to  disbanded  offi- 
cers and  soldiers, as  is  proposed  in  the  third  mod- , 
ificaiion  recommended  by  the  conferees ;  and  i 
pasbed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  57,  nays  55,  as  i 
follows:  I 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barnett,  Baylies  ! 
of  Massachusetts,  Bigeiow,  Bines,  Bradbury,  Brigham, 
Burwell,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clop- 
ton, Cox,  Crawford,   Cuthbert,  Ely,   Gaston,   Geddes, 
Griffin,  Hale,    Hall,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hulbert,    King  of  Massachusetts,   Law, 
Lovett,  McCoy,  Montgomery,  Moscley,  Ormsby,  Pear-  , 
son,   Pickering,  Piper,    Pitkin,   John    Reed,    Ruggles,  i 
Schureman,   Sheffey,  Sherwood,   Stanford,   Stockton, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tannehill,   Taylor,   Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,    White,    Wilcoi,   Wikon  of 
Mattsachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bowcn,  Calhoun,; 
Comstock,  Creighton.  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Pennsylva-  ! 
nia,  Desha.  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  ofi 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin,  GhoUon,  Good-  I 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,! 
Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  i 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Marylund,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  1 
North  Carolina,  J..efferts,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McKim,  I 
Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  I 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  I 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  j 
Strong,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania. I 

The  (juestion  was  then  taken  to  recede  from 
their  di.sagreement  to  the  residue  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  a^  proposed  in  the  third 
modification  recommended  by  the  confert- es  ;  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

CLOSING  BUSINESS. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  parsed  the  bill  ''  to  vest  more 
effectually  in  the  State  Courts  and  in  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  Stales  jurisdiction  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned,"  with  an  amendment; 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  'An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  with 
amendments. 

The  amendments  were  read  ;  and  a  motion  was 


made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  that  the  bill 
be  postponed  indefinitely;  which  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  amendments  were  then  in  part  concurred 
in,  and  in  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  sun- 
dry persons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  their  tools 
by  fire  at  the  Navy  Yard."  The  bill  was  report- 
ed without  amendment,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "raakingap- 
propriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment for  the  year  1815,"  with  amendments ; 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read,  and  commit- 
ted 40  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
said  amendments,  agreed  to  the  same  ;  and  they 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate. •'  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  payment  of 
certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the  militia,"  be- 
ing called.  Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  said  bill,  and 
to  refer  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
instructions  to  report  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress the  amount  and  description  of  claims  for 
which  it  provides,  and  the  grounds  upon  which 
payment  has  been  refused  by  the  United  States. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  this  said  motion 
was  called  for;  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
RiiEA,  of  Tennessee,  the  bill,  together  with  the 
remaining  member  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Forsyth,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, jointly,  with  a  commiilee  to  be  appointed 
bv  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  are  now  ready  to  adjourn,  and  desire  to 
know  whether  he  has  any  further  communication 
to  make  to  them  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Sharp,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  of  the  approaching  recessof  Con- 
gress, reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty, 
and  that  the  President  answered  that  he  had  no 
further  communication  to  make  to  Congress  at 
the  present  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  Legislative 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate, to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  com- 
pleted the  business  before  them,  are  also  ready  to 
adjourn  ;  and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the  said 


message 


The  Clerk  having  went  with  the  said  message, 
and  being  returned,  the  Speaker  adjourned  the 
House  sine  die. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  JOURNAL 

[fuch  prociedings  of  the  House  of  Revre-ienta- 
Uves,  at  if,e  Third  Session  of  the  Thirteenth 
'Congress,  oiS,  pending  their  consideration,  toere 
ordered  to  be  kept  secret,  but,  respecting  which, 
jhe  injunction  of  secrecy  itas  afterwards  taken 
\)if  by  order  of  the  House. 

[^  '■  ~ 

M  Thursday,  February  23,  1815. 

jy^'he  confidential  Message  of  the  PREstDEMT  of 
Tnited  States,  communicated  on  this  day, 
len  tak/'n  up,  and  read,  as  follows,  viz: 
Senate  and  Hmise  of 
i'  .^       Represmtativet  of  the  United  State*: 
:    T'^ogrtMf.  mil  have  seen,  by  the  communication  from 
ihjk'Ponsul  General  of  the  United  States,  at  Algiers, 
jai  [before  them  on  the  17th  of  November,  1812,  the 
jii^ile  proceedings  of  the  Dey  against  that  function- 
firfiL     These  have  been  followed  by  acta  of  more  overt 
kitt'- j<^>i'c<^t  warfare  against  the  citizens  of  the  United 
{3yitf  8  trading  in  the  Mediterranean  ;   some  of  whom 
jirj^till  detained  in  captivity,  notwithstanding  the  at- 
ie^4)t8  which  have  been  made  to  ransom  them,  and 
,  jreated  with  the  rigor  usual  on  the  coast  of  Bar- 

e  considerations  which  rendered  it  unnecessary 
^ — ^unimportant  to  commence  hostile  operations  on 
|h<f  part  of  th«  United  States,  being  now  terminated 
►yidhe  peace  with  Gr -at  Britain,  which  opens  the 
}'i^ij>ect  of  an  active  and  valuable  trade  of  their  citizens 
»v25<iri  the  ran>;eof  the  Algerine  cruisers,  I  recommend 
lo^*!^ngTcs8  th<)  expediency  of  an  act  declaring  the  ei- 
ti'i,.ce  of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  Sutes  and 
thj^  pey  of  Alr'iers  ;  and  of  such  provisions  as  may  be 
Je^site  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  it  to  a  success- 

:  ii  JAMES  MADISON. 

.  Jf  ASHisGTojr,  Feb.  £3,  1815. 

•  Ulirdered,  That  the  said  communication  be  re- 

tfd  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
ir.  VVhight  then  submitted  the  folio 
♦•Ifrt^OQ  : 


)wing  res- 


'^solved.  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
bi^»8tructed  t-.  inquire  of  the  President  the  reasons 
lined  by  thr  Dey  of  Algiers  for  his  conduct  towards 
^tnited  States. 

.'od  the  question  being  taken,  "  Will  the  House 
I  consider  the  resolution?"  it  was  determined 
|i|e  negative. 
i  

Friday,  February  24. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  fron:  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Bfctions.  to  whom  was  referred  the  President's 
ks&ge  of  yesterday,  reported  >'  a  bill  for  the  pro- 
iron  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
'Dst  the  Algerine  cruisers;"  which  was  twice 

[If.  Oasto.n  then  raoved  to  commit  the  bill  to 

Committije   on  Foreign  Relations,   with  in- 

ifctions  '*ti»  inquire  into  and  report,  in  detail, 

^lacts  upotj  which  the  measure  contemplated 

fihe  bill  is  predicated." 

Hall  i<hen  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
[oitely  ;  an,'!,  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 


in  the  negative— yeas  21.  nays 


it  was  determined 
108.  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alston,  Avery,  Butler,  Comstock. 
'  Crawford,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Griffin. 
Hall,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Uyle,  Pearson,  Piper,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Wheaton,  Williams,  and  Wilson 
of    Pennsylvania. 

Nats — .VIessrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bay- 
lies of  .MassachusetU,  Bigelow,  Bine.s,  Bowen,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  Bngham,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Condict,  Cooper,  Creigh- 
ton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Ghol- 
son,  Goldsborough,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hul- 
bert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  .Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  LefTerts,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Mar- 
kell,  McCoy,  .McKim,  .McLean,  Moore,  .Moseley,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane.  Robertson,  Kuggles, 
Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Shiphcrd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Virginia,  8to<:kton, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup, 
Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gaston,  by  striking  out  the  words  '"  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,"  and  inserting,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  "a  select  committee;"  and, 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Hawkins  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  until  Monday  next ; 
which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Gaston's  motion,  as  amended,  and  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  79,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

Y«As — .Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  .Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler, 
Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Con- 
dict, Cooper,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fuk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Gros- 
venor, Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson, 
Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  .MassachusetU,  Law,  Lef- 
ferU,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKim,  .Moore,  Mose- 
ley, Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taylor,  Vose,  Ward  of 
.MassachusetU,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  .Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Bines,  Calhoun,  Comstock,  Crouch,  Cuthbert, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kennedy,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Coy, McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Piper,  Pleasanu,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane, 


1277 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1278 


Supplemental  Journal. 


Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Telfair,  Udree,  and  Yancey. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Gaston,  Forsyth, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Grosvenor,  Seybbbt, 
McKim,  and  Newton,  be  the  said  committee. 


Tuesday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Gaston,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  24th  instant,  the  bill 
for  "  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  againft  the  Algerine  cruisers,"  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into,  and  report  in  detail, 
the  facts  upon  which  the  measure  contemplated 
by  the  bill  is  predicated."  made  a  report  there- 
upon ;  which  was  read.  The  report  is  as  follows: 
The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  bill 
"  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
-  Sutes  against  the  Algerine  cruisers,"  with  instructions 
to  inquire  and  report,  in  detail,  the  facU  upon  which 
the  measure  contemplated  by  the  bUI  is  predicated, 
report : 

That,  in  the  month  of  July,  1812,  the  Dey  of  Algiers 
taking  offence,  or  pretending  to  take  offence,  at  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  a  shipment  of  military  stores, 
made  by  the  United  States  in  pursuance  of  the  stipu- 
lation in  the  Treaty  of  1795,  and,  refusing  to  receive 
the  stores,  extorted  from  the  American  Consul  Gene- 
ral  at  Algiers,  by  threaU  of  personal  imprisonment, 
and  of  reducing  to  slavery  ail  Americans  in  his  power, 
a  sum  of  money  claimed  as  arrearages  of  treaty  stipu- 
lations, and  denied  by  the  United  States  to  be  due ; 
and  then  comi)elled  the  Consul,  and  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States  at  Algiers,  abruptly  to  quit  his  do- 
minions. 

It  further  appears  to    the  committee,   that,  on  the 
25th  of  August  following,  the  American  brig  Edwin, 
of  Salem,  owned  by  Nathaniel  Silsbee  of  that  place, 
while  on  a  voyage  from  .Malta  to  Gibraltar,  was  taken 
by   an   Algerine   corsair,  and  carried  into  Algiers  as 
prize.     The   commander  of  the   brig.  Captain  George 
Campbell  Smith,  and  the  crew,  ten  in  number,  have 
ever  since  been  detained  in  captivity,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  of  them,  whose  release  has  been  effected 
under  circumstances  not  indicating  any  change  of  hos- 
tile temper  on  the  part  of  the  Dey.     It  also  appears 
that  a  vessel,  sailing  under  the  Spanish  flag,  has  been 
condemned  in  Algiers  as   laying  a  false   claim  to  that 
flag,  and  concealing  her  true  American  character.     In 
thu  veasel  was  taken  a  .Mr.  Pollard,  who  claims  to  be 
an  American  citizen,  and  is  believed  to  be  of  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  and  who,  as  an   American  citizen,  is  kept  in 
captivity.    The  Government,  justly  solicitous  to  relieve 
these   unfortunate  captives,  caused  an  agent   fwhose 
connexion  with  the  Government  was  not  disclosed)  to 
be  sent  to  Algiers,  with  the  means,  and  with  instruc- 
tions to  effect  their   ransom,  if  it  could  be  done  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  three   thousand  dollars  per  man. 
The  effort  did  not  succeed,  because  of  the  Dey's  avow- 
ed policy   to  increase  the   number  of  his    American 
slaves,  in  order  to  be  able  to  compel  a  renewal  of  his 
Treaty  with  the  United  States  on   terms  suited  to  his 
rapacity.    Captain  Smith,  .Mr.  Pollard,  and  the  master 
of  the  Edwin,  are  not  confined,  nor  kept  at  hard  labor; 
but  the  rest  of  the  captives  are  subjected  to  the  well' 
known  horrors  of  Algerine  slaver)-.     The  committee 
have  not  been  apprized  of  any  other  specific  outrages 
upon  the  persons  or  property  of  American  citizens,  be- 


■id««  those  sUted ;  and  they  apprehend  that  the  few- 
ness  of  these  is  attributable  to  the  want  of  opportunitv 
and  not  of  inchnation  in  the  Dey,  to  prey  upon  ou^ 
a)mmerce.  and  to  enslave  our  citizens.  The  war  with 
BriUin  has  hitherto  shut  the  Mediterranean  against 
American  vessels,  which  it  may  be  presumed  will  now 
shortly  venture  upon  it. 

The  committee  are  all  of  opinion,  upon  the  evidence 
which  has  been  laid  before  them,  that  the  Dey  of  Al- 
giers considers  his  Treaty  with  the  United  States  as  at 
an  end,  and  is  waging  war  against  them.  The  evi- 
dence upon  which  this  opinion  is  founded,  and  from 
which  are  extracted  the  facU  above  staled,  accorapa- 
nies  this  report,  and  with  it  is  reepectfully  submitted. 

The  said  bill  beina  then  amended,  by  prefixing 
the  following  preamble — 

"  W'hereas  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  on  the  coast  of  Bar- 
bary,  has  commenced  a  predatory  warfare  against  the 
United  Slates," 

Mr.  Goldsborough  moved  further  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word  'aforesaid" 
in  the  4th  line  of  the  second  section,  the  follow- 
ing words: 

"  If  the  Dey  of  Algiers  shall  not,  on  demand  by  an 
accredited  agent  of  the  United  States,  duly  authomzed 
for  that  purpose,  deliver  up,  without  delay,  all  Ameri- 
can citizens  who  may  be  detained  by  him  as  prisoners 
or  slaves,  and  return  to  a  stale  of  amity  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  a  treaty  of  peace." 

And  the  question   being  taken  thereon 


-.-■w.^vM    it  wras 

determined  in  the  negative— yeas  47.  nay's  92,  as 
follows: 

YxAS— .Messrs.  Bayhes  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cil- 
ley, Condict,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Ely.  Geddes,  Golds- 
borough, Goodwyn,  Hale,  Ha8brouck,'Hender8on,  Hun- 
gerford, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
I  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr.  King  of  MassachusetU,  Law| 
I  Lovett,  Moseley,   Pearson,  Pickering,   Pitkin,  Potter, 
j  John    Reed,    Ruggles,    Sheffey,  Slaymaker,  Stanford, 
,  Strong,   Stuart,  Sturges,   Taggart,  Thompson,    Vose, 
I  Wheaton,  White,   Wilcox,   Wilson  of  MassachusetU, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  .Anderson,  Ave- 
ry,  Barbour,  Bard,   Barncft,  Bines,  Bowen,    Brown, 
Burwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Cox, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New   York,  Forsyth,   Franklin, 
Gaston,  Gholson,  Gourdin,   Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall, 
Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins.  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,    Humphreys,   Hulbert,   Irwin,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Ker- 
shaw,   Kilbourn,  King    of  North    Carohna,    Leffcrts, 
Lowndes.    Macon,     McCoy,    McKim,    Montgomery, 
Moore,  Nelson,    Newton,   Oakley,   Ormsby,    Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasanu,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sher- 
wood, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fair, Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wilhams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Stanford  then  raoved  to  amend  thesame 
section,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ''  into,"  in  the 
7th  line,  the  word  "some."  and  after  the  word 
''  port,"  in  the  same  line,  the  words  ••  of  the  Uni- 
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^li.A9 — iic^isrs.  .-iieiariuer, 
.ifts  of  MasfiarhusetU,  Bines, 
j^ll,  Calhouii.  Cannon,  Char 
■<^»,  CreighU>n.  Cuthbert,  De 


,  ^P  States  ;"  which  motion  was  determined  in  the 
:  t^sjaiive. 

\)kU.  S.  ili^n  moved  to  amend  tlie  same  section. 
';W  inserting,  after  the  word   '"of,"   in    the   tenth 

llLt',  i!ie  word  •'maritime;"  which  was  also  deter- 
ki|ied  in  th*"  negative. 

TJ'he  question  was  taken  on  engrossing  the  bill, 
^    reading   it  a  third    time,  and   passed    in    the 
Ifuraative— yeas  94.  nays  32,  as  follows  : 

VsAS — Mc»8rs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bay- 

Bowen,  Bradbury,  Bur- 
lampion,  Clopton,  Condict, 

»«,  v^icmijwjii,  v>uiiiu<:ri,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Far- 
^  Findley.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
;r^'»yth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
i<}^;Gro8venor,  Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
•l^  wkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
I^iigerford,  Hulbert,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
JA^'ison  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
jK^nt  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
io^North  C^aroiina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  .Macon,  McCoy, 
'i^uitgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Orms- 
jt||,  Pickens,  Pleasants.  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wm.  Reed, 
,l'a  of  Pennsylvania,  Ehea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 


r 
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gold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman, 
Sevier,  Scybert,  Sharp,  Sheflfey,  Sherwood,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Tan- 
nehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  Mt»- 
sacbusettj,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bard,  Bigelow,  Brigham,  Brown, 
Caperton,  Cilley,  Conslock,  Crouch,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,GoId8borough,  Henderson,  King, 
of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovttt,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

And  the  bill  having  been  engrossed,  was  read 
a  third  time, and  sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Gaston  and  Mr.  Forsyth. 


Thursday.  March  2. 
The  bill  "  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Algerine  cruis- 
ers," was  returned  from  the  Senate,  they  having 
passed  it  without  amendment.  And  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  was  removed. 


APPENDIX 


TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[THIRD    SESSION.] 

COMPRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 

GRESS,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSEI    \Y  IT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN-RETALIATION. 

[Communicated  to  Congress,  the  26th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1814.] 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States.- 
I  transmit  to  Congress,  for  their  information, 
copies  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Cochrane,  com- 
manding His  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  forces  on 
the  American  station,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  his  answer,  and  a  reply  from  Adnairal  Coch- 
rane. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
September  26,  1814. 


Vice  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the 

TO.NNANT,  PaTUXE.NT  RivER, 

Aug^t  18.  1814. 

Sir  :  Having  been  called  upon  by  the  Governor 
General  of  the  Canadas  to  aid  him  in  carrying 
into  effect  measures  of  retaliation  against  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  fur  the  wanton 
destruction  committed  by  their  army  in  Upper 
Canada,  it  has  become  imperiously  my  duty,  con- 
formably Willi  the  nature  of  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral's application,  to  issue  to  the  naval  force  un- 
der my  command,  an  order  to  destroy  and  lay 
waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast  as 
may  be  found  assailable. 

1  had  hoped  that  this  contest  would  have  ter- 
minated without   my  being  obliged   to  resort   to 
seventies  which  are  contrary  to  the  usage  of  civil- 1 
!zed  warfare,  and  as  it  has  been  with  extreme  re-  j 
luciance  and  concern  that  I  have   found  myself  i 
compelled  to  adopt  this  system  of  devastation,  I ' 
shall    be  equally  gratified  if  the  conduct  of  the  ; 
Executive  of  the  United  States  will  authorize  my  ' 
staying  such  proceedings,  by  making  reparation 
to  the  suffering   inhabitants  of   Upper   Canada,  '. 
thereby  manifesting  that,  if  the  destructive  mea- 1 
sures  pursued  by  their  army  were  ever  sanctioned, 
they  will  no  longer  be  permitted   by  the  Govern- 
ment.    1  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 

ALEX.  COCHRANE, 
Vice  Admiral.  Commander,  <fc. 

Hon.  James  Monroe. 

13lliCoN.  3dSESs.— 41 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Sir  .Alexander  Cochrane,  Vice  Admi- 

ral,  &c. 

Department  of  State. 

September  6,  1814. 
Sir:   I  have  had   the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  18th  of  August,  stating  that,  having 
been  called  on   by  the  Governor  General^of  the 
Canadas,  to  aid  him  in  carrying  into  effect  meas- 
ures ol  retaliation  against  the  mhabitanis  of  the 
United  States  for  the  wanton  desolation  commit- 
ted by  their  army  in    Upper  Canada,   it  has  be- 
come  your  duty,  conformably   with  the   nature 
of  the  Governor  General's  application,   to  issue 
to    the    naval    force    und-r    your   command    an 
order  to  destroy  and  lay  waste  such  towns  and 
districts  upon  the  coast  as  may  be  found  assail- 
able. 

j      It  is  seen,  with  the  greatest  surprise,  that  this 
I  system  of  devastation,  which  has  been  practised 
I  by  the  British   forces,  so  manifestly  contrary  to 
I  the  Usage  of  civilized  warfare,  is   placed   by  you 
j  on  the  ground  of  retaliation.    No  sooner  were  the 
United  Stales  compelled  to  resort  to  war  against 
Great  Britain,  than  they  resolved  to  wage  a  in  a 
manner   most  consonant  to  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity, and  to  those  friendly  relations  which  it 
I  was  desirable  to  preserve   between    the  two  na- 
j  tions  after  the   restoration  of  peace.     They  per- 
[  ceived,  however,  with  the  deepest  regret,  that  a 
spirit,  alike  just  and  humane,  was  neither  cher- 
ished nor  acted  on  by  your  Government.     Such 
an  assertion  would  not  he  hazarded  if  it  was  not 
supported   by  facts,  the  proof  of  which  has.  per- 
'  haps,  already  carried  the  same  conviction  to  other 
nations  that  it  has  to  the  people  of  these  States. 
Without  dwelling    on    the    deplorable   cruelties 
committed   by  the  savages  in  the  British  ranks, 
and  in  British  pay,  at  the  river  Raisin,  which,  to 
this  day,  has  never  been  disavowed  or  atoned  for. 
I  refer,  as  more  immediately  connected  with  the 
subject  of  your  letter,  to  the   wanton  desolation 
that  was  committed   at  Havre-do-Grace  and  at 
Georgetown,  early  in  the  Spring  of  1813.    These 
villages  were   burnt  and  ravaged   by  the   naval 
forces  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  rum  of  their  un- 
armed inhabitants,  who  saw,  with  astonishment, 
that  they  derived  no  protection  to  their  property 
from  the  laws  of  war.    During  the  same  season, 
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diistruction  oi'  the 
t)I.>4  city  is  anothe 
Uifi     view.     In    tt 


r^es  of  invasion  and  pillage,  carried  on  under 
'•same  autJiorily,  were  witnessed  all  along  the 

kCers  of  ihfr  Chesapeake,  to  an  extent  inflicting 

j.raost   srrious   private  distress,  and   under  cir- 

rastances  jhat  justified  the  suspicion  that  re- 
^  age  and  c  ipidity,  rather  than  the  manly  mo- 
ftil^s  that  should  dictate  the  hostility  of  a  high- 
nlnded  foe.  'ed  to  their  perpetration.  The  late 
Jdiistruction  oj'  the  houses  of  the  Government  i;i 
ler  act  which  comes  necessarily 
.  the  wars  of  modern    Europe,  no 

icj  dtnple  of  the  kind,  even  among  nations  the  most 

t«5iile  to  eac.ii  other,  can  be  traced.    Inthecourse    ...^  - ,..„,...  ...,...,- 

fl(f  :en   yearv  past,   the  capitals  of  the   principal  |  iheir  essential'rights  and  de'arest  "nieVest^s 

^*wers  of  t^e  continent   of  Europe  have  been  j  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  (tc. 

JC(|piiuered,  a^d  occupied  alternately  by  the  vicio- 1  JAMES  MONROE. 

tfijtis  armiesi)f  each  other,  and  no  instanceof  such  '       -■     -  - 

wji.nion   and^  unjustifiable    destruction    has   been 

stj'li-    We  iiyast  go  back  to  distant  and  barbarous 

\!^n  to  find  ^  parallel  for  the  acts  of  which  I  com- 

,  pvlihough  ;these  acts  of  desolation  invited,  if 
iih)f  did  not  impose  on  the  Government  the  ne- 
c^Hty  of  retaliation,  yet  in  no  instance  has  it  been 
a^'tliorized.   < 

Jf  he  burni/ig  of  the  village  of  Newark  in  Up- 
PlffjCanada,  posterior  to  the  early  outrages  above 
enumerated,  was  not  executed  on  that  principle. 
I'lr  village  of  Newark  adjoined    Fort  George, 


either  Power  may  have  commicted  against  the 
other,  this  Government  will  always  be  ready  to 
enter  into  reciprocal  arrangements.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  your  Government  will  neither  ex- 
pect nor  propose  any  which  are  not  reciprocal. 

Should  your  Government  adhere  to  a  system 
of  desolation,  so  contrary  to  the  views  and  prac- 
tice of  the  United  States,  so  revolting  to  hu- 
manity, and  repugnant  to  the  sentiments  and 
usages  of  the  civilized  world,  whilst  it  will  be 
seen  with  the  deepest  regret,  it  must  and  will  be 
met  with  a  determination  and  constancy  becom- 
ing a  Uee  people  contending  in   a  just  cause  for 


Sir  Alexander  Cochra.ne. 

Vice  Admiral,  Commander,  ^c. 


Vice  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  lo  Mr.  Monroe. 
Hi3  Britannic  Majesty's  ship 

TONNANT,  IN  THE  CHESAPEAKE, 

September  19,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  lo  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  6th  instant  this  morning,  in  reply  to 
the  one  which  I  addressed  to, you  from  the  Pa- 
tuxeni. 

As  I  have  no  authority  from  my  Government 


ja^O;  Its  de-tiiuction  was  justified    by  the  oflBcers     to  t-nter  upon  any  kind  of  discussion   rel 


[iu  ordered'it.  on  the  ground  that  it  became  ne 
lary  in  the   milit.lry   operation?  there.     The 
,;howeveri  was  disavowed  by  the  Government. 

if  burningwhich  took  place  at  Long  Point  was  ' 
Uijajuihorizec^by  ihe  Government,  and  the  conduct  | 
(o^  (he  officer  subjected  to  the  investigation  of  a  ' 
*,rrij)|tary  tribunal.     For  the   burning  at  St.  Da- 
W|l|s,  committed   by  stragglers,    the   officer  who 
y:<ic>manded  ',n  that  quarter  was  dismissed,  with- 
<pi|t|a  trial,  fur  not  preventing  it. 
^  jl^  am  coraopanded   by  the  President  distinctly 
«t(,'':^tate,  thdt.'it  as  httle  comports  with  any  orders 

'*    "i  have  heen   issued   to  the  military  and  na-  . 
)mman(5ers  of  the  United  States,  as  it  does 
^   ^  .    the  esi^'blished  and  known  humanity  of  the  ; 
-AMJerican   njition,  to  pursue  a  system  which   it  j 
'A|)|ears  you  have  adopted.      This  Government  ! 
o^'|>s   It   to  it*self.   to  the   principles  which    it    has  j 
eijey  held  sabred,  to  disavow,  as  justly  chargeable 
tc^i^,  any  si^h  wanton,  cruel,  and   unjustifiable 
w|;-fare. 

i  fWhatever  unauthorized  irregularities  may  have 
.b<|en  commi(ted  by  any  of  its  troops,  it  would 
hi»e  been  iv'ady,  acting  on  these  principles  of 
;fed  and  ejernal  obligation,  to  disavow,  and,  as 
rias  mighi  be  practicable,  to  repair.  But.  in 
:  plan  of  ch?solatin>»  warlare  which  your  letter 
Uxplicitly  makes  known,  and  which  is  attempt 


-  relative  lo 
the  points  contained  in  your  letter,  I  have  only 
to  regret  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
hope  that  I  shall  be  authorized  lo  recall  my  gen- 
eral order;  winch  has  been  .'"urther  sanctioned  by 
a  subsequent  request  from  Lieutenant  General 
Sir  George  Prevost. 

A  copy  of  your  letter  will  this  day  be  forwarded 
by  me  to  England,  and.  until  I  receive  instruc- 
tions from  my  Government,  the  measures  which 
I  have  adopted  must  be  persisted  in.  unless  remu- 
neration be  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  ihe  Cana- 
das  for  the  injuries  they  have  sustained  from  the 
outrages  committed  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  ice. 

ALEX.  COCHRANE, 
i'ice  Admiral,  Commander,  ^c. 
Hon.  James  Monroe. 


GREAT    BRITAIN, 


[Coniinunicaled  to  Congrwa,  October  lOlh  and  14th, 

and  December  1,  1814.] 
To  the  Smate  and  Hnune  of 

Repreaentativet  of  the  United  Stales  . 

■  , --,-         I  lay  before  Congress  communications  just  re- 

lobe  excised  on  a  plea  so  utterly  groundless,    ceived  from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
■^  P-.ident   perceives  a  spirit  of  deep-rooted  ,  States  charged  with  negotiating  peace  with  Great 

Britain,  showing  the  conditions  on  which  alone 
that  Government  is  willing  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war. 

The  instructions  to  those  Plenipotentiaries, 
disclosing  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  au- 
thorized  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  treaty  of 


w^ich,   without  the  evidence  of  such 
he  couki  not  have  believed  existed,  or  would 


-e-.|  to  be 

.tlje^  Pre^ 

'h)vkiliiy. 

d'i«-|s,  he  couki  not  have  believed  existed. 

'hKe  been  carried  to  such  an  extremity. 

J  iffor  the  reparation  of  injuries,  of  whatever  na- 

ki*^  they  m^y  be.  not  sanctioned  by  the  law  of 

jn;iions,  which  the  military  and   naval  force  of 
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peace,  will  be  the  subject  of  another  communi- 
cation. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washington,  October  10,  1814 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 
I  now  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  the  in- 
structions to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
Slates  charged  with  negotiating  a  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  as  referred  to  in  my  mes^atre  of 
the  10th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washington,  October  14,  1814. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  Slates.- 
I  transmit  for  the  iuformation  of  Congress  the 
communicatiuns  last  received  from  the  Ministers 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipoleiiliary  of  the  United 
State*  at  Ghent,  explaining  the  course  and  actual 
stale  of  their  negotiatiuns  with  the  Pleni|)oten- 
tiaries  of  Great  Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
December  1,  1814. 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  Sute,  to  the  Plenlpoten- 
tiarieiof  the  United  States  for  treating  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain. 

Depaht.ment  or  State,  April  15,  1813. 

Gentlemen  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the ul- 
timo, to  receive  from  Mr.  Adams  two  letters, one 
bearing  d.jte  30ih  September,  the  other  on  the 
17ih  October  last,  cuminunicaiing  the  overture 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  promote  peace  by 
his  frienJiy  mediation  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  On  the  day  following,  Mr. 
Daschkoff.  the  Russian  Minister,  made  a  similar 
communication  to  tliis  Department.  The  sub- 
ject has,  in  consequence,  been  duly  considered, 
and  I  have  now  to  make  known  to  you  the  result. 

The  President  has  not  hesitated  to  accept  the 
mediation  of  Russia,  and    he   indulges  a  strong 
hope  that  it  will  produce  the  desired  effect.     It  is 
not  known  that  Great  Britain  has  acceded  to  the 
propo.>ition,  but  it  is  presumed  that   she  will  not 
decline  it.     The  President  thought  it  improper 
lo  postpone   his  decision  until  he  should  hear  of 
that  of  the  British  Government.     Sincerely  de- 
iirous  of  peace,  he  has  been  willing  lo  avail  him- 
self of  every  opportunity    which    might   tend    to 
promote  il,   on   just    and    honorable    conditions, 
and  in  accepting  this  overture  he  has  been  par- 
ticularly gratified  lo  evince,  by  the  manner  of  it,  , 
the  distinguished  consideration  which  the  United  . 
States    entertain    for    the    Emperor   Alexander,  j 
Should  the  British  Government  accept  the  medi-  ' 
aiion,  the   negotiation  to  which  it  leads  will  be  | 
held  at  St.  Petersburg.     The  President  commits  i 
il  lo  you,  for  which  a  commission   is  enclosed, 
and  he  has  appointed  Mr.  Harris  secretary  of  ihe 
mission. 

The  impressment  of  our  seamen  and  illegal 
blockades,  as  exemplified  more  particularly  in  the 
Orders  in  Council,  were  the  principal  causes  of 


the  war.  Had  not  Great  Britain  persevered  ob- 
stinately in  the  violation  of  these  important  rights 
the  war  would  not  have  been  declared.  It  will 
cease  as  sojn  as  these  rights  are  respected. 
The  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Russell  to  the 
British  Government  immediately  after  the  war. 
and  the  answer  given  by  this  Department  to  Ad- 
miral Warren's  letter  since,  show  the  ground  on 
which  the  United  Stales  were  willing  to  adjust 
the  controversy  relative  to  impressment. 

This  has  been  further  evinced   by  a  report  of 
the  Commitleeof  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  an  act  o(  Congress  passed 
in  consequence  of  that  report.     By  these  docu- 
ments  you    will   see   that,  to  accommodate  this 
important  difference,  the   United   States  are  dis- 
posed to  exclude  Briti>h  seamen  altogether  from 
the    American    service.     This   being   effectually 
done,  the  British  Government  can  have  no  pre- 
text  for  the  practice.     How  shall   it  be  done? 
By  restraints  to  be  imposed  by  each   nation  on 
the  naturalization  of  the  seamen  of  the  other,  ex- 
cluding, at  the  same  time,  all  others  not  natu- 
ralized ?     Or  shall  the   right  of  each  nation  to 
naturalize  the  seamen  of  the  other  be  prohibited, 
and  each  exclude  from  its  service  the  natives  of 
Ihe  other  ?     Whatever  the  rule  is,  ii  ought  to  be 
reciprocal.     If  Great  Britain  is  allowed  to  natu- 
ralize American  seamen,  the  United  States  should 
enjoy  the  same  privilege.     If  it  is  demanded  that 
the  United  States  .<:hall  exclude  from  their  service 
I  all  native  British   subjects,  a  like  exclusion  of 
I  American  citizens  from  the  British  service  ought 
'  to  be   reciprocated.     The   mode  also  should  be 
'  common  to  both  countries.     Each  should    be  at 
I  liberty  to  give  the  same  facilities,  or  be  hound  to 
I  impose  the  same  restraints   that  the   other  does. 
The   President  is  willing  to  agree  lo  either  alter- 
native, and  to  carry  it  into  effect  by  the  most 
eligible  regulations  that  can  be  devised. 

If  the  first  aliernative  is  adopted,  the  extent  of 
the  proposed  exclusion  will  depend  on  the  im- 
pediments to   naturalization,  on   the  efficacy  of 
the  regulations  to  prevent  imposition,  and  the 
fidelity  of  their  execution.    The  greater  the  diffi- 
culty in   acquiring  the  right  of  citizenship,  the 
easier  will  it  be  to  avoid  imposition,  and  the  more 
complete  the  desired  exclusion.     The  law  of  the 
last  session  of  Congressrelative  to  seamen  proves 
how  sincerely  desirous  the    Legislative  as  well 
as  Executive   branch  of  our  Government  is,  to 
adjust    this    controversy,    on    conditions    which 
may  be  satisfactory  lo 'Great  Britain.     By  that 
law  it  is  made  indispensable  for  every  British 
subject  who  may  hereafter  become  a  citizen,  to 
reside  five  years,   without  intermission,   within 
the   United   Stales,  and  so  many  guards  are  im- 
posed to  prevent  frauds,  that  it  seems  lo  be  im- 
possible that  they  should  be  eluded.     Tso  British 
subject  can   be  employed  in  a  public  or  private 
ship  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  produces  to 
the  commander,  in  the  one  instance,  and  to  the 
collector,  in  the  other,  a  certified  copy  of  the  act 
by  which   he  became  naturalized.     A  list  of  the 
crew,  in  the  case  of  a  private  ship,  must  be  taken, 
certified  and  recorded  by  the  collector,  and  the 
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CfAjfuU  or  cpmrnercMl  agents  of  Great  Britain 
in£y  object  tti  any  seamen,  and  attend  the  inves* 
iiJajtion.  The  commander  of  a  public  ship  re- 
t«|vio?  a  petijon  not   duly  qualified,  shall  forfeit 


leares  it  with  regret,  and  adopts  another,  either 
in  consequence  ot  marriage,  of  disease,  or  as  an 
asylum  for  old  age. 

To  a  stipulation  which  shall  operate  prospect- 
«  Jtjousaod  drtllars,  and  the  commander  or  owner  I  ively  only,  the  same  objection  does  not  apply.    In 


uttfi^  private  ship,  knowing  thereof,  five  hundred 
d'liirs.  to  be  Recovered  in  any  action  of  debt,  one- 
hilj  to  the  informer,  and  one-half  to  the  United 
jSrtiies.  It  i^  also  made  penal,  punishable  as  a 
fe  y|iy  by  imprisonment  and  labor  from  three  to 
fi'  Ir'years,  or  by  fine  from  five  hundred  to  one 
\K  jiisand  dolUirs,  for  any  person  to  forge  or  coun- 
fe  fit,  or  to  pass  or  use  any  forged  or  counier- 
|e]  <*d  certificite  of  citizenship,  or  to  sell  or  dis- 
|>c  <j  of  one. 

;  may  faifly  be  presumed,  that,  i{  this  law 
»h,(jld  be  earned  into  effect,  it  would  exclude  all 
p.jljsh  fceamen  from  our  service. 

ty  requiring  five  years  continued  residence  in 
tb  rtJniied  States,  a^  thecondilion  of  citizenship, 
fe  'if  any  British  seamen  would  ever  take  ad- 
Vs  i^ageofit.  Such  as  had  left  Great  Britain, 
ir/'lhad  resided  five  years  in  this  country,  would 
pelUkely  to  abandon  the  sea  forever.  And  by 
inlkmg  it  (l{<e  duty  of  the  commanders  of  our 
|)L^|ic.  and  cf.the  collectors  in  the  case  of  private 
>hifs,  to  require  an  authenticated  copy  from  the 
el«^  of  the  ct)urt.  before  wliich  a  British  subject, 
wAii  offered  f^is  service.. had  been  naturalized,  as 
'nff^pensable  to  his  admission,  and  highly  penal 
{nY^iher  to  take  a  person  not  duly  qualified,  and 
l»)-fi^ll(iwin2  a^so  British  agents  to  object  to  any 
<>r«  roffenng  Uis  service,  and  to  prost-cute  by  suit 
ihi  i|Comman(ier  or  collector,  as  the  case  might 
teifior  receiving  an  improper  person,  it  seems  to 
l)e^jnpos^ible;lhat  such  should  be  received. 

Li«  ihe  secojid  alternative  is  adopted,  that  is,  if 
al  |ative  British  subjects  are  to  be  hereafter  ex- 
fl  Jed  from  i^ur  service,  it  is  important  that  the 
fll  ;ji!alion  providing  for  it  should  operate  so  a* 
PC  L^o  affect  ihose  who  have  been  already  natu- 
j-a  'led.  By  ^ur  law,  all  the  rights  of  natives  are 
gi   .jn  to  naii/ralized  citizens.     It  is  contended  by 


GaJernmeni.  and  that  he  becomes  a  citizen  in  a 
qi|i|ified  seme  only.  This  doctrine,  if  true  in 
iitf  jcase,  is  l{ss  applicable  to  the  United  States 
th*^  to  any  »Jther  Power.  Expatriation  seems 
tciA'  a  natur;jl  right,  and.  by  the  original  charac- 
^e*^f  our  it>!^tiIutions.  founded  by  compact  on 
principle,  and  particularly  by  the  unqualified  in- 
.Y|i(meni  of 'the  adopted  citizen  with  the  full 
/•i^lllsof  thenHtive,all  thattheUnited  Statescould 
dt#|o  place  ^im  on  the  same  footing,  has  been 
iJtly.  In  point  uf  interest,  the  object  is  of  little 
Jnfcortance  to  either  party.  The  number  to  be 
jilj'C'ed  by  the  stipulation  is  inconsiderable  ;  nor 
t:«,that  be  a  cau<-e  of  surprise,  when  the  charac- 
ielof  that  class  of  men  is  considered.  It  rarely 
ib,4>}'ens  that  a  seaman,  who  settles  on  a  farm, 
biij^ngages  ijn  a  trade,  and  pursues  it  for  any 
iejjjith  of  tiiiie,  returns  lo  sea.  His  youthful 
d:*.f  are  exhausted  in  his  first  occupation.     He 


naturalizing  foreigners,  the  United  States  may 
prescribe  the  limit  to  which  their  privileges  shall 
extend.  If  it  is  made  a  condition  that  no  native 
British  subject,  who  may  hereafter  become  a  cit- 
izen, shall  be  employed  in  our  public  or  private 
ships,  theirexclusion  will  violate  no  right.  Those 
who  might  become  citizens  afterwards  would  ac- 
quire the  right.subiect  to  thatcondition.andwould 
be  bound  by  it.  To  such  a  stipulation,  the  Presi- 
dent is  willing  to  assent,  although  he  would  much 
prefer  the  alternative  of  restraints  on  naturaliza- 
tion ;  and,  to  prevent  frauds,  and  to  carry  the 
same  fully  into  effect,  you  are  authorized  to  apply 
all  the  restraints  and  checks,  with  the  necessary 
modifications,  to  suit  the  cases  that  are  provided 
in  the  act  above  recited,  relative  to  seamen,  for 
the  purposes  of  that  act. 

In  requiring  that  the  stipulation  to  exclude 
British  seamen  from  our  service,  with  the  regu- 
lations for  carrying  it  into  effect,  be  made  reci- 
procal, the  President  desires  that  you  make  a 
provision,  authorizing  the  United  States,  if  they 
should  be  so  disposed,  to  dispense  with  the  obli- 
gations imposed  by  it  on  American  citizens. 
The  liberal  spirit  of  our  Government  and  laws 
is  unfriendly  to  restraints  on  our  citizens,  such 
at  least,  as  are  imposed  on  British  subjects,  from 
becoming  members  of  other  societies.  This  has 
been  shown  in  the  law  of  the  last  session,  relative 
to  seamen,  to  which  your  particular  attention  has 
been  already  drawn.  This  provision  may  like- 
wise be  reciprocated  if  desired. 

The  President  i*  not  particularly  solicitous 
that  either  of  these  alternatives  (making  the  pro- 
posed reservation  in  case  the  latter  be)  should  be 
preferred.  To  secure  the  United  States  against 
impressment  he  is  willing  to  adopt  either.  He 
expects  in  return,  that  a  clear  and  distinct  provi- 
sion shall  be  made  against  the  practice.  The 
precise  form  in  which  it  may  be  done  is  not  in- 
sisted on,  provided  the  import  is  explicit.  All 
that  is  required  is,  that,  in  consideration  of  the 
act  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  the  British  Government  shall  stipulate 
in  some  adequate  manner,  to  terminate  or  for- 
bearthe  practice  of  impressment  from  American 
vtssels. 

It  has  been  suggested,  as  an  expedient  made 
for  the  adjustment  of  this  controversy,  that  Brit- 
ish cruisers  should  have  a  right  to  search  our 
vessels  for  British  seamen,  but  that  the  comman- 
ders thereof  should  be  subjected  to  penalties, 
in  case  they  made  mistakes,  and  took  from  them' 
American  citizens.  By  this  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  acquire  the  right  of  search  for  sea- 
men, with  that  of  impressing  from  our  vessels 
the  subjects  of  all  other  Powers.  It  will  not  es- 
cape your  atienlion  that,  by  admitting  the  right, 
in  any  case,  we  give  up  the  principle,  and  leave 
the  door  open  to  every  kind  of  abuse.  The  same 
objection  is  applicable  to  any  and  every  other 
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of  which  it  will  alwavs  be  in  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  to  make  regulations  operating  in  her  own 
ports  with  a  view  to  the  same  effect.  To  termi- 
nate, however,  this  controversy,  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  both  parties,  the  President  is  will- 
ing, should  other  checks  be  suggested  as  likely 
to  be  more  effectual,  consistent  with  the  spirit  of 
our  Constitution,  that  you  should  adopt  them. 
The  strong  feature  of  the  first  alternative,  which 
authorizes  the  naturalization  of  seamen,  requires 
their  continued  residence  in  the  United  States 
for  five  years,  as  indispensable  to  the  attainment 
of  that  right.  In  case  this  alternative  be  adopted, 
the  President  is  willing,  for  example,  to  secure  a 
compliance  with  that  condition,  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  each  alien,  who  may  be  desirous  to  be- 
come a  citizen,  to  appear  in  court  every  year,  for 
the  terra  of  five  years,  until  his  right  shall  be 
completed.  This  example  is  given,  not  as  a  limi- 
tation, but  as  an  illustration  of  your  power;  for 
to  the  exclusion  of  British  seamen  from  our  ser- 
vice no  repugnance  is  felt.  To  such  exclusion 
the  amicable  adjustment  of  this  controversy  with 
Great  Britain  affords  a  strong  motive,  but  not  the 
only  one.  It  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  tliey  ought  to  depend  on  their 
own  population  for  the  supply  of  their  ships  of 
war  and  merchant  service.  Experience  has  shown 
that  It  is  an  abundant  resource.  In  expressin<» 
this  sentiment  you  will  do  it  in  a  manner  to  in- 
spire more  fully  a  confidence  that  the  arrancre- 
ment  which  you  may  enter  into  will  be  carrfed 


arrangement  which  withholds  the  respect  due  to 
our  flag,  by  not  allowing  it  to  protect  the  crew 
sailing  under  it. 

If  the  first  alternative  should  be  adopted,  it  will 
follow  that  none  of  the  British  seamen  who  may 
be  in  the  United  States  at  the  time  the  treaty 
takes  effect,  and  who  shall  not  have  become  citi- 
zens, will  be  admitted  into  our  service  until  they 
acquire  that  right. 

If  the  second  is  adopted,  the  number  of  native 
British  seamen,  who  have  been  naturalized,  and 
will  be  admissible  into  our  service,  will  not,  it  is 
believed,  exceed  a  few  hundred;  all  others  who 
may  be  in  the  United  States  at  the  time  the  treaty 
takes  eflect,  or  who  may  arrive  afterwards,  will 
be  excluded. 

As  a  necessary  incident  to  an  adjustment  on 
the  principle  of  either  alternative,  it  is  expected 
that  all  American  .seamen,  who  have  been  im- 
pressed, will  be  discharged,  and  that  those  who 
have  been  naturalized,  under  the  British  laws,  by 
compulsive  service,  will  be  permitted  to  with- 
draw. 

I  have  to  repeal  that  the  great  object  which 
you  have  to  secure,  in  regard  to  impressment,  is, 
that  our  flag  shall  protect  the  crew,  and,  providino^ 
for  this  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  that  you  are 
authorized  lo  secure  Great  Britain  effectually 
against  the  employment  of  her  seamen  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  This,  it  is  believed, 
would  be  done  by  the  adoption  of  either  the  above 
alternatives,  and  the  application  to  that  which 
may  be  adopted,  of  the  checks  contained  in  the 
law  of  the  last  session,  relative  to  seamen  ;  in  aid 


faithfully  into  effect,  without  derogating,  how- 
ever, from  the  conciliatory  spirit  of  the  accom- 
modation. 

A  strong  desire  has  heretofore  been  expressed 
by  the  British  Government  to  obtain  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  an  arrangement  to  prevent  the  deser- 
tion of  British  seamen  when  in  our  ports,  and  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  a  stipulation  to  that  effect 
would  be  highly  sati>factory  as  well  as  useful  to 
Great  Britain.  It  is  fairly  to  be  presumed  that 
it.  alone,  would  afford  to  the  British  Government 
a  strong  inducement  to  enter  into  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  of  the  difference  relating  to  im- 
pressment. The  claim  is  not  inadmissible,  espe- 
cially as  the  United  States  have  a  reciprocal  in- 
terest in  the  restoration  of  deserters  from  Ameri- 
can vessels  in  British  ports;  you  may,  therefore 
agree  to  an  article,  such  as  ha?  been  heretofore 
authorized  by  the  United  States,  wtiich  shall 
make  it  the  duty  of  each  party  to  deliver  them  up. 

Of  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  be  exempted 
from  the  degrading  practice  of  impressment,  so 
much  has  been  already  said,  and  with  such  ability, 
that  it  would  be  useless,  especially  to  you,  who 
are  otherwise  so  well  acquainted  with  it,  to  dilate 
on  Its  merits.  I  must  observe,  however,  that  the 
practice  is  utterly  repugnant  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions; that  it  is  supported  by  no  treaty  with  any 
nation  ;  that  it  was  never  acquiesced  in  by  any; 
and  that  a  submission  to  it  by  the  United  States 
would  be  the  abandonment,  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain,  of  all  claim  to  neutral  rights,  and  of  ail 
other  rights  on  the  ocean. 

This  practice  is  not  founded  on  any  belligerent 
right.     The  greatest  extent  to  which  the  belli- 
gerent claim  has  been  carried,  over  the  vessels  of 
neutral  nations,  is,  to  board  and  lake  from  them 
persons  in  the  land  and  sea  service  of  an  enemy, 
contraband  of  war,  and  enemy's  property.     All 
nations  agree  respecting  the  two  first  articles,  but 
there  has  been  and  still  exists  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  last.     On  that  and  other  questions 
of  considerable  importance,  disputes  have  arisen 
which  are  yet  unsettled.     The  Empress  Cathe- 
rine, of  Russia,  a  distinguished  advocate  of  just 
principles,  placed  herself,  in  1780,  at  ihe  head  of 
neutral  nations,  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction 
of  their  rights,  and  her  successors  have  generally 
followed  her  example.     In  all  the  discussions  on 
these  topics,  we  find  nothing  of  the  British  claim 
to  impressment ;  no  acknowledgment  of  it  in  any 
treaty,  or  proof  of  submission  to  it  by  any  Power. 
If  instances  have  occurred  in  which  British  cruis- 
ers have  taken  British  seamen  from  the  vessels  of 
other  nations,   they   were,  as  it  is  presumed,  in 
cases  either  not  acquiesced  in,  or  of  an  extraor- 
dinary nature  only,  affording  no  countenance  to 
their  practice  and  pretension  in  relation  to  the 
United  States.     Cases  of  this  kind,  if  such  there 
be,  afford    no  proof  of  a  systematic  claim  in  the 
British  Government  to  impressment,  or  of  sub- 
mission to  it  by  other  Powers.     This  claim  has 
been  set  up  against  the  United  States  only,  who 
have,  in  consequence  thereof,  been  compelled  lo 
discuss  its  merits. 

The  claim  is,  in  fact,  traced  to  another  source, 
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\h<r^llegiaocf  due  hy  British  subjects  to  their 

B^vjjreigD.  abd  his  right,  by  virtue  thereof,  to 
Xh..t.x\  service.  This  has  been  distinctly  stated  in 
%  ^l*  declaration  by  the  Prince  Regent.  Know- 
ihe  natufe  of  the  claim,  we  know  also  the 
nt  of  the  right  and  obligations  incident  to  it. 
fiance  js  a  political  relation  between  a  sov- 
n  and  his  people.  It  is  the  obligation  which 
,.  J  the  latter  m  return  for  the  protection  which 
tiii|' receive.  These  reciprocal  duties  have  the 
sa.^*(  limit.  They  are  confined  to  the  dominions 
offclje  $overei|n.  beyond  which  he  has  no  rights, 
ea;»fford  no  protection,  and  of  course  can  claim 
lio^ljiegiance.  A  citizen  or  subject  of  one  Power, 
efl.^ijing  the  (^orainions  of  another,  owes  allegi- 
tinf^ho  the  latter  in  return  for  the  protection  he 
reciives.  Whether  a  sovereign  has  a  right  to 
da»)>  the  servjce  of  such  of  his  subjects  as  have 
Iff^li's  own  dumioions,  is  a  question  respecting 
jsyhAih  also  a  (Jiffereoce  of  opinion  may  exist.  It 
i*  Certain  that;no  sovereign  has  a  right  to  pursue 
his^*,ubjects  in)o  the  territories  of  another,  be  the 
iBc^ive  for  it  what  it  may.  Such  an  entry,  with- 
quiiihe  consem  of  the  other  Power,  would  be  a 
Wi^tioo  of  iii>  territory,  and  an  act  of  hostility. 
Qfifoders,  eveki  conspirators,  cannot  be  pursued 
by  ^.»e  Power-into  the  territory  of  another,  nor 
ay^;they  delivered  up  by  the  latter,  except  in 
cbtjrpliance  whh  treaties,  or  by  favor.  That  the 
veacHs  of  a  nation  are  considered  a  part  of  its 
t^;»lcry,  with;  the  exception  of  the  belligerent 
r(gi.t;only,  is  ^  principle  too  well  established  to 
bt  iprpught  inti;  discussion.  Each  State  has  ex- 
Cju^ire  jurisdifjtion  over  its  own  vessels.  Its  laws 
g  .v^jn  in  iheqti,  and  offences  against  those  laws 
aie,jjvjnisbable;by  its  tribunals  only.  The  flag  of 
a.-iiajion  protects  everything  sailing  under  it  in 
ti<n»i:of  peace,  and  in  time  of  war  likewise,  with 
t})e;«*xception  of  the  belligerent  rights  growinj 
Oiil^oif  the  war:  An  entry  on  board  the  vessels  of 
oiie*I|ower  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  in  any  other 
cgsijand  the  exercise  of  any  other  authority  over 
thefc.  is  a  violation  of  right,  and  an  act  of  hos- 
Miur- 

i^^ie  Brilish-Government,  aware  of  the  truth 
o.'  ♦jjs  doctrine,  has  endeavored  to  avoid  its  con- 
S(-q|t»nces  in  the  late  declaration  of  the  Prince 
Heittot.  It  hj^s  not  contended  that  British  cruis- 
eis  |:ave  a  rigUt  to  pursue  and  search  oyr  vessels 
f()r  >f|riti5h  seamen.  It  asserts  only  that  they 
h^vlii  right  tcf  search  them  for  other  objects,  and 
hy\^  on  boarj  for  a  lawful  cause,  and  finding 
Brikith  seamer  there,  that  they  have  a  right  to 
ii^ilf  «{ss  and  br/ng  them  away,  under  the  claim  of 
alieiifiance.     When  we  see  a  systematic  pursuit 


o(  <^4r  vessels  .by  British  cruisers,  and  ilie 
p|e'*  eaent  of  spainen  from  them,  not  at  a  port  of 
itje-retiemy,  where  a  regular  blockade  has  been 
ii«;tfuted,  and  .by  the  blockading  squadron,  but 
inJeifkry  part  ot  the  ocean,  on  our  coast,  and  even 
in' elf f  harbors,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  im- 
pDesirtient  is  D'pl  the  real  motive,  and  the  other 
the  Kr^eiext  for  U.  But,  to  place  this  argument  of 
tbt  ^'fitish  Government  on  the  strongest  ground, 
lei  I'l  be  admittfid  that  the  entry  was  lawiul,  is  it 
id  \i  commit  txx  act  not  warranted  by  the  pur- 
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pose  for  which  the  entry  was  made?     There  is  a 
levity  in   this  argument  which  neither  suits  the 
parties   nor  the   subject.     The   British  Govern- 
ment founds   its  right  of  impressment  from  our 
ships  on  that  of  allegiance,  which  is  a  permanent 
right,  equally  applicable  to  peace  and  war.     The 
right  of  impressment,  therefore,  from   the  vessels 
of  other  Powers  must  likewise  be  permanent,  and 
equally  applicable  to  peace  and   war.     It  would 
not,  however,  take  this  broad  ground,  lest  the  in- 
justice and  extravagance  of  the  pretension  might 
excite  the  astonishment  and  indignation  of  other 
Powers,  to  whom  it  would  be  equally  applicable. 
To  claim  it  as  a  belligerent  right  would  have  been 
equally  unjust  and  absurd,  as  no  trace  of  it  could 
be   found    in    the  belligerent  code.     The  British 
Government  was  therefore  reduced  to  a  very  em- 
barrassing   dilemma.     To   acknowledge    that   it 
could   not  support   the  claim  on  either  principle 
would  be  to  relinquish  it,  and  yet  it  could  rely  on 
neither.     It  endeavored  to  draw  some  aid  from 
both.     A  state  of  war  exists  which  brings  the  par- 
lies together.  Great  Britain  as  a  belligerent,  and 
the  United  States  as  a  neutral  Power.     British 
officers  have   now  a    right   to   board  and  search 
American  vessels,  but  for  what?    Persons  in  the 
service  of  an  enemy,  contraband  of  war,  or  en- 
emy's property  ?    This  would  not  accomplish  the 
end.     It  IS,  however,  the  utmost  limit  of  the  belli- 
gerent right.     Allegiance,  which  is  an  attribute  of 
sovereignty,  comes  to  her  aid  and  communicates 
all  the  necessary  power.     The  national  character 
of  the  neutral  vessel  ceases.     The  complete  right 
of  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over  it  is  trans- 
ferred to  Great  Britain.     It  is  on  this  foundation 
that    the    British    Government    has    raised    this 
monstrous  superstructure.     It  is  with  this  kind 
ol  argument  that  it  attempts  to  justify  its  prac- 
tice of  iiupressment  from  our  vessels. 

The   remark   contained   in  the  declaration  of 
the  Prince  Regent,  that,  in   impressing  British 
seamen  from  American  vessels.  Great  Britain  ex- 
ercised  no  right  which  she  was  not  willing  to 
acknowledge  as  appertaining  equally  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the   United    States,  with  respect  to 
American    seamen    in    British    merchant   ships, 
proves  only  that  the  British  Government  is  con- 
scious of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  desirous  of 
giving  to  it  such  aid  as  may  be  derived  from  a 
plausible  argument.     The  semblance  of  equality, 
however,  in  this  proposition,  which  strikes  at  first 
view,  disappears  on  a  fair  examination.     It  is  un- 
fair, first,  because  it  is  impossible  for  the  United 
States  to  take  advantage  of  it.     Impressment  is 
not  an  American  jiractice,  but  utterly  repugnant 
to  our  Constitution  and  laws.     In  offeringTo  re- 
ciprocate it  nothing  was  offered,  as  the  British 
Government  well  knew.     It  is  unfair,  secondly, 
because  if  impressment  was  allowable,  a  recipro- 
cation of  the  practice  would  be  no  equivalent  to 
the  United  States.     The  exercise  of  a  right  id 
common,  at  sea,  by  two  nations,  each  over  the 
vessels  of  the  other,  the  one  powerful   and  the 
other  comparatively  weak,  would  be  to  put  the 
latter  completely  at    the    mercy   of  the  former. 
Great  Britain,  with  her  vast  navy^  would  sooo 
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be  the  only  party  which  made  impressment. 
The  United  States  would  be  compelled  to  abstain 
from  It,  and  either  to  submit  to  the  British  rule, 
with  all  the  abuses  incident  to  power,  or  to  resist 
it.  But  should  the  United  Stales  be  permitted 
to  make  impressment  from  British  vessels,  the 
effect  would  be  unequal.  Great  Britain  has.  per- 
haps, thirty  ships  of  war  at  sea  to  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  would  profit  of  the  arrangement 
ia  that  proportion.  Besides,  impressment  is  a 
practice  incident  to  war — in  which  view,  like- 
wise, the  inequality  is  not  less  glaring,  she  being 
at  least  thirty  years  at  war  to  one  of  the  United 
States.  Other  considerations  prove  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  made  this  acknowledgment  mere- 
ly as  a  pretext  to  justify  its  practice  of  impress- 
ment, without  intending  that  the  right  or  prac- 
tice should  ever  be  reciprocated.  What  would 
be  the  effect  uf  its  adoption  by  American  ships 
of  war  with  British  merchant  vessels?  An  Ameri- 
can officer  boards  a  British  merchant  vessel,  and 
claims,  as  American  citizens,  whom  he  pleases. 
How  many  British  seamen  would  disclaim  a  title 
which  would  take  them  to  the  United  States, 
and  secure  them  there  all  the  advantages  of  citi- 
zenship ?  The  rule  of  evidence,  as  the  ground 
of  impressment  in  every  instance,  must  likewise 
be  reciprocated  between  the  two  Governments. 
The  acknowledgment  of  the  men  would  surely 
be  a  better  proof  of  their  national  character  than 
the  decision  of  a  British  officer  who  boarded  an 
American  vessel,  however  impartial  he  might  be. 
and  strong  his  power  of  discrirainaiion,  when 
opposed  by  the  voluntary  and  solemn  declaration 
of  the  party.  In  this  way  we  might  draw  from 
the  British  service  the  greater  part,  if  not  all 
iheir  seamen,  I  might  further  ask.  why  was  this 
acknowledgment  made  at  this  late  period,  for  the 
first  time  only,  after  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
when, on  that  account,  it  could  produce  no  effect? 
In  the  various  di.scusbions  of  this  subject,  in  many 
of  which  it  has  been  demanded  whether  the 
British  Government  would  tolerate  such  a  prac- 
tice from  American  ships  of  war,  no  such  inti- 
mation was  ever  given. 

II  Great  Britain  had  found  the  employment  of 
her  seamen  in  our  service  injurious  to  her.  and 
been  disponed  to  respect  our  rights,  the  regular 
course  of  proceeding  would  have  been  for  her 
Government  to  have  complained  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  the  injury,  and  to 
have  proposed  a  remedy.  Had  this  been  done, 
and  no  reasonable  remedy  been  adopted,  sound 
in  principle  and  reciprocal  in  its  operation,  the 
British  Government  might  have  had  some  cause 
of  complaint,  and  some  plea  for  taking  the  rem- 
edy into  Its  own  hands.  Such  a  procedure  would, 
at  least,  have  given  to  its  claim  of  impressment 
the  greatest  plausibility.  We  know  that  such 
complaint  was  never  made,  except  in  defence  of 
the  practice  of  impressment,  and  that,  in  the 
meantime,  the  practice  has  gone  on,  and  grown 
into  a  usage,  which,  with  all  its  abuses,  h'ad  re- 
sistance been  longer  delayed,  might  have  become 
a  law.  The  origin  and  progress  of  this  usurpa- 
tion  afford   strong   illustrations   of    the   British 


policy.  The  practice  and  the  claim  began  to- 
gether, soon  after  the  close  of  our  Revolutionary 
war,  and  were  applicable  to  deserters  only.  They 
extended  next  to  all  British  seamen;  then  to  all 
British  subjects,  including,  as  in  the  case  of 
emigrants  from  Ireland,  persons  who  would  not 
have  been  subject  to  impressment  in  British, 
ports,  not  being  seafaring  men;  and.  finally,  to 
Swedes.  Danes,  and  others,  known  to  be  not  Brit- 
ish subjects,  and  by  their  proteciions  appearing 
to  be  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  Stales. 

Other  views  may  be  taken  of  the  subject,  to 
show  the  unlawfulness  and  absurdity  of  the  Brit- 
ish claim.  If  British  cruisers  have  a  right  to 
lake  British  seamen  from  our  vessels,  without  re- 
garding the  abuses  inseparable  from  the  practice 
they  may  take  from  them,  on  the  same  principle' 
and  with  much  greater  reason,  every  species  of 
property  to  which  the  iiritish  Government  ha* 
any  kind  of  claim.  Allegiance  cannot  give  to  a 
sovereign  a  better  right  to  take  his  subjects  than 
ownership  lo  take  his  property.  There  would  be 
no  limit  to  this  pretension  or  its  consequences. 
All  property  forfeited  by  exportation,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  every  article  to  which 
her  sovereignty,  jurisdiction,  or  ownership  would 
extend,  in  British  vessels,  would  be  liable  to  seiz- 
ure in  those  of  the  United  States.  The  laws  of 
England  would  be  executory  in  them.  Instead 
of  being  a  part  of  the  American,  they  would  be- 
come a  part  of  the  British  territory. 

It  might  naturally  be  expected  that  Great  Brit- 
ain would  have  given,  by  her  conduct,  some  sup- 
port to  her  pretensions;  that,  if  she  had  not  dis- 
claimed altogether  the  principle  of  naturaliza- 
tion, she  would  at  least  have  excluded  from  her 
service  foreign  seamen.  Her  conduct,  however, 
has  been  allogetherat  variance  with  her  precepts. 
She  has  given  great  facility  to  naturalization,  in 
all  instances  where  it  could  advance  her  interest, 
and  peculiar  encouragement  to  that  of  foreign 
seamen.  She  naturalizes  by  special  act  of  Par- 
liament; she  naturalizes  all  persons  who  reside 
a  certain  term  of  years  in  British  colonies,  all 
those  who  are  born  of  British  subjects  in  foreign 
dominions,  and  all  seamen  who  have  served  a 
certain  short  term  in  the  British  service,  and 
would  doubtless  protect  all  such  as  British  sub- 
jects, if  required  by  ihem  so  to  do.  Her  Gov- 
ernors of  neighboring  provinces  are,  at  this  time, 
compelling  emigrants  thither  from  the  United 
States  to  bear  arms  against  the  United  States. 

The  mediation  offered  by  Russia  presents  to 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  the  United  Slates,  a 
fairopportunit^  of  accommodating  thisconlroversy 
with  honor.  1  he  interposition  ot  so  distinguished 
a  Power,  friendly  to  both  parties,  could  not  be 
declined  by  either,  on  just  ground,  especially  by 
Great  Britain,  between  whom  and  Russia  there 
exists  at  this  time  a  very  interesting  relation. 
When  the  British  Miuibters  are  made  acquainted 
at  St.  Petersburg,  with  the  conditions  on  which 
you  are  authorized  lo  adjust  this  difference,  it 
seems  as  if  it  would  be  impossible  for  Great  Brit- 
ain to  decline  them.  Should  she  do  it,  still  ad- 
hering to  her  former  pretensions,  her  motive  could 
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Ji«ibe  misuodentood.  The  cause  of  the  United  |  orders,  however,  and  with  them  the  blockade  of 
Pijies  would  thenceforward  become  the  common  i  May,  1806,  and.  as  is  understood,  all  other  illeeal 
ESliie  of  nations.  A  concession  by  them  would  I  blockades,  have  been  repealed,  so  that  that  cause 
bjjiate  to  the  disadvantage  of  every  other  Power.  '  of  war  has  been  removed.  All  that  is  nowexnect 
illiy  would  all  find,  in  the  conduct  of  Great  ed  is.  that  the  British  Government  will  unite  in 
jBfiiain.  an  unequivocal  determination  to  destroy  I  a  more  precise  definition  of  blockade,  and  in  this 
:U>\'rights  of  other  flags,  and  to  usurp  the  absolute  I  no  difficulty  is  anticipated,  for  having  declared 


inion  of  tHe  ocean.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that 
British  Government  will  find  it  neither  for 
honor  nor   interest  of  Great  Britain  to  push 


that  no  blockade  would  be  legal,  which  was  not 
supported  by  an  adequate  l^rce.  and  that  the 
blockades  which  it  might  institute  should  be  sup- 


.'•v  . ^..^.  «.  v^.v...  ^.  ..diii  lu  yusn    ulutmaucs  WHICH  11  migni  insmuie  snoulu  be  su[)- 

|h»,Tgs  to   that  extremity,  but  will  have  accepted  '  ported  by  an  adequate  force,  there  appears  to  be 
•  faki' mediation,  and  have  sent  a  M inK^rpr  rtr  Min.  i  a^^^nwAin^  >.^  tk^  ;....t  :„. ...:._  _/  .■  ' 


I 


ih|jjmediation,  and  have  sent  a  Minister  or  Min- 
MiJus  to  St.  Petersburg  with  full  powers  to  adjust 
ihft  J-ontroversy  on  fair  and  just  conditions. 

pould  improper  impressions  have  been  taken 
sftihe  probable  consequences  of  the  war,  you 
jvr'l»  have  ample  means  to  remove  thero.  It  is 
<e^|in,  that  from  its  prosecution  Great  Britain 
<ta|i  promise  to  herself  no  advantage,  while  she 
♦xfxises  herself  to  great  expenses  and  to  the  dan 


according  to  the  just  interpretation  of  these  terms 
no  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject  ' 

The  British  Government  has  recently,  in  two 
formal  acts,  given  definitions  of  blockade,  either 
of  which  would  be  satisfactory.  The  first  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  communication  from  Mr.  Merry  to 
this  Department,  bearingdateon  the  12th  of  April, 
1804.     The  following  are  the  circumstances  at- 

:  -  .  ,  tending  it.     Commodore  Hood,  the  commander 

^ffcfj  o  greater  losses.  The  people  of  the  I  of  a  British  squadron  in  the  West  Indies  in  1803 
J«jed  States,  accustomed  to  the  indulgence  of  a  !  having  declared  the  islands  of  Martinique  and 
^*^peace,  roused  by  the  causes  and  the  progress  Guadeloupe  in  a  state  of  blockade,  without  an- 
Vfjhe  war,  are  rapidly  acquiring  military  habits  plying  an  adequate  force  to  maintain  it  the  Sec- 
^njl»)ecomiDg  a  military  people.  Our  knowledge  '  retary  of  State  remonstrated  against  the  ille<ralitv 
mf.^val  tactic;  has  increased,  as  has  our  maritime!  of  the  measure,  which  remonstrance  was  laid 
itt»ngth.  The  gallantry  and  success  of  our  little  j  before  the  Lords  Commissionersof  the  Admiralty 
Nivpr  have  farmed  an  epoch  in  naval  history.  |  in  England,  who  replied  that  they  had  sent 
?*^laurels  which  these  brave  men  have  gained,  '  "orders  not  to  consider  any  blockade  of  those 
HoUor  themselves,  but  for  their  country,  from  an  islands  as  existing  unless  in  respect  of  particular 
jn|ipy  pre-en.inent  in  naval  exploits,  for  ages  ^  ports,  which  might  be  actually  invested  and  then 
^J.are  among  the  proudest  boasts  of  their  grate-  !  not  to  capture  vessels,  bound  to  such  ports,  unless 
Ji^»nd  affectnmate  fellow-citizens.  Our  manu-  they  shall  previously  have  been  warned  not  to 
2i<*|res  havetaken  an  astounding  growth.  In  j  enter  them."  The  second  definition  is  to  be  found 
!^.r  in  every  circumstance  in  which  the  war  in  a  convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Rus- 
H.  ^t.  us  pressure  tends  evidently  to  unite  our  sia.  in  June.  ISOl,  fourth  section,  third  article 
Sn  tn  ^'^T°"^  T  ^«o"^ces,  to  invigorate  which  declares, '•  that,  in  order  to  determine  what 
<tu    means,  and  to  make  us  more  truly  an  inde-    characterizes  a  blockaded  port  that 


pci  dent  natio^,  and,  as  far  as 

t  ^.tat  maritipie  Power. 

J  |f-the  Britisih  Government  accepts  the  media- 

VCFi  of  Rus'ii,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  restore  a 

->;o.,a  intellige^pce   between  the   two  countries,  it 


,  ,~ ~.  denomination 

may  be  necessary,  is  given  only  to  a  port  where  there  is.  by  the  dis- 
I  position  of  the  Power  which  attacks  it,  with  ships 
I  stationary  or  sufficiently  near,  an  evident  dant^er 
I  in  entering."  The  President  is  willing  for  you 
'  to  adopt  either  of  these  definitions  ;  but  prefers 


^^J^^LV'T^"^  '^'^'  ^  ^*"  °Pr''""''y  "'"  ^«  I  »^^  fi^^'-  as  much  raoreVecTJea'nd  deleVmrnVte"  ; 
;ff|wied  for  tl,e  arrangement  o^ '"'>""  "•••"-  '—     --j-i-    -  :  .    *.     .  '^■"nuair, 


^|ieint  int 
Tl*e  adjusi 


f  many  other  im- 
ere^ts,  with  advantage  to  both  parties. 


and  when  it  is  considered  that  it  was  made  the 

I?,  „  ,•     .         ■    r    .  =' «- I  criterion   by  so  formal  an  act,  between  the  two 

*^adjustm,;n     of  the  controversy  relating  to    Governments,  it   cannot    be   presumed    that  the 
^}  essment  Qnly.  though  very  important,  would     British  Government  will  object  to  the  renewal  of 
,J3fhTrhPPr      w'h-     Almo.t   every  neutral    it.     Nothing  ,s  more  natural,  after  the  difference 
p  j>t  has  bee*  violated  ;  and  its  violation  persis-    which  have  taken   place  between  the  two  coun 

^rfenr  >?°Tr''''''T'^^^J^'"^'^-  The  |  tries,  on  this  and  other  subjects  and  he  departure 
Prjpident  sinwrely  des.res.and  a  is  doubtless  for  !  from  this  criterion   by  Great  Britain,  for  reasons 

Slln  "'' tS  ^'""'  ^"'"'''  '°.  I^^^^^"'  '^'  ^'^'  "^^''^  "^  ^^'"•''^d  by  her  no  lonUr  to  ex?st, 
kiK  a  to  nTc  L'rT^°""'"  °^  \'^^.E™peror  of  '  than  that  they  should,  on  the  restoration  o? a  gc^d 
i^if.«ia  to  prc.raote  an  accommodation  of  these    understandinj.  recur  to  it  a-ain.     Such  a  recur 


qilf;rences  is  deemed  particularly  auspicious. 

llonfidentiiU  paragraph  No.  1,  omitted.] 

T  strong  hope  is,  therefore,  entertained  that  full 

ers  will  btf^iven  to  the  British  Commission- 

10  arrange  all  these  grounds  of  controversy  in 

Tisfactory  manner.     In  entering  on  this  inter- 

(i^  part  of  your  duty,  the  first  object  which 

Mlaim  your  attention  IS  that  of  blockade.  The 

Lniion  of  our  neutral  right  by  illegal  blockades, 

^led  to  an  frtormous  extent,  by  Orders  in  Coun- 

[was  a  TpnaCTpil  cause  of  the  war.     These 


rence  would  be  the  more  satisfactory  to  the  Pres- 
ident, as  it  would  afford  a  proof  of  a  disposition 
in  the  British  Government,  not  simply  to  compro- 
misea  difference,  but  to  re-establish  sincere  friend- 
ship between  the  two  nations. 

An  interference  with  our  commerce  between 
enemy  colonies  and  their  parent  country,  was 
among  the  first  violations  of  our  neutral  rights, 
committed  by  Great  Britain  in  her  present  war 
with  France.  It  took  place  in  1805,  did  extensive 
injury  and   produced  universal  excitement.     la 
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securing  us  against  a  repetition  of  it,  you  will 
attend    to  an  article  of  the  convention    between 

Russia  and  Great  Britain,  entered  into  on  the 

day  of ,  1801,  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the 

project  of  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  that  was 
signed  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  on  the 
31st  December,  1806.  and  to  the  instructions  from 
this  Department  relating  to  that  article,  of  the 
20th  May,  1307.  The  capture,  by  Great  Britain, 
of  a  I  most  all  the  islands  of  her  enemies,  diminishes 
the  importance  of  any  regulation  ol  this  subject ; 
but,  as  they  may  be  restored  by  a  treaty  of  peace, 
it  merit?  particular  attention.  It  being  under- 
stood, however,  that  unless  such  a  trade  can  be 
obtained,  in  a  proper  extent,  and  without  a  relin- 
quishment of  the  principle  contended  for  by  the 
United  States,  it  will  be  best  that  the  treaty  be 
silent  on  the  subject. 

A  disposition  has  been  shown  by  the  British 
Government  to  extend  this  principle  so  far  as  to 
inhibit  a  trade  to  neutrals,  even  between  a  Power 
at  peace  with  Great  Britain  and  her  enemy  ;  as, 
for  example,  between  China  and  Frauce.  The 
absurdity  of  this  pretension  may  prevent  its  being 
hereafter  advanced.  It  will  not,  however,  be  un- 
worthy of  your  attention. 

By  an  order  of  the  British  Government  in  1803, 
British  cruisers  were  authorized  to  take  neutral 
vessels,  laden  with  innocent  articles,  on  their  re- 
turn from  an  enemy's  port,  on  the  pretence  that 
they  had  carried  to  such  port  contraband  of  war. 
This  order  is  directly  repugnant  to  the  law  of 
nations,  as  the  circumstance  of  having  contra- 
band articles  on  board,  bound  to  an  enemy's  port, 
is  the  only  legal  ground  of  seizure.  The  claim 
was  relinquished  by  the  British  Government, 
in  the  ninth  article  of  the  project  above  recited. 
You  will  endeavor  in  like  manner  to  provide 
against  it.  It  is  the  practice  of  British  cruisers 
to  compel  the  commanders  of  neutral  vessels 
which  they  meet  at  sea,  either  to  board  them  in 
person  with  their  papers,  or  to  send  their  papers 
on  board  in  their  own  boat  by  an  officer.  The 
injustice  and  irregularity  ot  itiis  procedure  need 
not  be  mentioned.  You  will  endeavor  to  suppress 
it  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  third  article  of  a 
project  communicated  to  Mr.  Monroe  at  London, 
in  his  instructions  of  the  5th  of  January,  1804. 
You  will  endeavor  likewise  to  restrict  contraband 
of  war,  as  much  as  is  in  your  power,  to  the  list 
contained  in  the  fourth  article  of  that  project. 

The  pretensions  of  Great  Britain  to  interdict 
the  passage  of  neutral  vessels,  with  their  cargoes, 
from  one  port  to  another  port  of  the  enemy,  is  il- 
legal and  very  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  neu- 
tral Powers.  Siill  more  unjustifiable  is  the  at- 
tempt to  interdict  their  passage  from  one  port  of 
one  independent  nation  to  that  of  another,  on  the 
pretence  that  they  are  both  enemies.  You  will 
endeavor  to  obtain,  in  both  instances,  a  security 
for  the  neutral  right. 

Upon  the  whole  subject  I  have  to  observe,  that 
your  first  duty  will  be  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  you  are  authorized  to  do 
it,  in  case  you  obtain  a  satisfactory  stipulation 
against   impressments,  one   which  bhall  secure, 


under  our  flag,  protection  to  the  crew.  The  man- 
ner in  which  It  may  be  done  has  been  already 
slated,  with  the  reciprocal  stipulations  which  you 
may  enter  into  to  secure  Great  Britain  against  the 
injury  of  which  she  complain.s.  If  this  encroach- 
ment of  Great  Britain  is  not  provided  against,  the 
United  States  have  appealed  to  arras  in  vain.  If 
your  efforts  to  accomplish  it  should  fail,  all  fur- 
ther negotiations  will  cease,  and  you  will  return 
home  without  delay.  It  is  possible  that  some  dif- 
ficulty may  occur  in  arranging  this  article  respect- 
ing its  duration.  To  obviate  this,  the  President 
is  willing  that  it  be  limited  to  the  present  war  ia 
Europe.  Resting,  as  the  United  Stalesdo.  on  the 
solid  ground  of  right,  it  is  not  presumable  that 
Great  Britain,  especially  after  the  advantage  she 
may  derive  from  the  arrangement  proposed, 
would  ever  revive  her  pretension.  In  forming 
any  stipulation  on  this  subject,  you  will  be  care- 
ful not  to  impair  by  it  the  right  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  to  sanction  the  principle  of  the  British 
claim. 

It  is  deemed  highly  important,  also,  to  obtain  a 
definition  of  the  neutral  rights  which  I  have 
brought  to  your  view,  especially  of  blockade,  and 
in  the  manner  suggested  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  made 
an  indispensable  condition  of  peace.  After  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  other  illegal 
blockades,  and  tlie  explanations  attending  it,  it  is 
not  presumable  that  Great  Britain  will  revive 
them.  Should  she  do  it,  the  United  States  will 
always  have  a  corresponding  resort  in  their  own 
hands.  You  will  observe,  in  every  case  in  which 
you  may  not  be  able  to  obtain  a  saiislactory  defi- 
nition of  the  neutral  right,  that  you  enter  into 
none  respecting  it. 

Indemnity  for  losses  seems  to  be  a  fair  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  British 
Government,  if  desirous  to  strengthen  the  rela- 
tions of  friendship,  may  be  willing  to  make  it. 
In  bringing  the  claim  into  view,  you  will  not  let 
It  defeat  the  primary  objects  intrusted  to  you.  It 
is  not  perceived  on  what  ground  Great  Britain 
can  resist  this  claim,  at  least  in  the  cases  in  favor 
of  which  she  stands  pledged.  Of  these  a  note 
will  be  added. 

[Confidential  paragraph  No.  2,  omitted.] 

You  are  at  liberty  to  stipulate  in  the  proposed 
treaty  the  same  advantages,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  in  favor  of  British  ships  of  war, 
that  may  be  allowed  to  those  of  the  most  favored 
nations.     This  stipulation  must  be  reciprocal. 

[Confidential  paragraph  No.  3.  omitted.] 

No  difficulty  can  arise  from  the  case  of  the 
non-importaiion  act,  which  will  doubtless  be  ter- 
minated inconsequenceofihepacificalion.  Should 
any  stipulation  to  that  effect  be  required,  or  found 
advantageous,  you  are  at  liberty  to  enter  into  it. 
Should  peace  be  made,  you  may,  in  fixing  the 
periods  to  which  a  shall  lake  effect  in  different 
latitudes  and  distances,  take  for  the  basis  the  pro- 
visional articles  of  the  Treaty  oi  Peace  with 
Great  Britain  in  17S2,  with  such  alterations  as 
may  appear  to  be  just  and  reasonable. 

In  discharging  the  duties  of  the  trust  commit- 
ted to  you,  the  President  desires  that  you  will 
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koifesi  the  ^highest  degree  of  respect  for  the 
jr^peror  of  Russia,  and  confidence  in  tlie  integ- 
fi^  and  impartiality  of  his  views.  In  arranging 
^Wtjuestion  of  impressment,  and  every  question 
nlli^utral  rig^t,  you  will  explain  to  his  Govcrn- 
ra^l.  withouC  reserve,  the  claims  of  ine  United 
^C(es.  with  the  ground  on  which  they  severally 
f«J.  It  is  nc»t  doubted  that  from  a  conduct  so 
fr«ilt  and  hon^irable  the  most  beneficial  effect  will 
relilt. 

.  llJonfidentiil  paragraph  No.  4,  omitted.] 
i  W  shall  conclude    by  remarking  that  a  strong 
Sme  is  enieriained    that  this  friendly  mediation 
of#»e  Emperor  Alexander  will  form  an  epoch  in 
thlrelation?  between  the  United  States  and  Ru>- 
si  J  which  will   be  extensively  felt,  and   be  long 
ani  eminently  distinguished  by  the  happy  conse*^ 
qiJices   attrnding  it.     Since    1780,  Russia  has 
be»»  the  pivot  on  which  ail  questions  of  neutral 
t}mt  have  essentially  turned.     Most  of  the  wars 
ijrllch  have  disturbed  the  world  in  modern  times 
l*a»»  originated  with  Great  Britain  and   France. 
Tl»  >e  wars  have  affected  distant  countries,  espe- 
ci;fc.ly   in    theii  character  as   neutrals,  and   very 
ili»crially  the:  United  Slates,  who  took  no  part 
in  ^.fomotmg  jihem,  anil  had  do  interest  in  the 
^r^.'t  objects  cf  either  Power, 
i  |f 'onfidentiai  paragraph  No.  5,  omitted.] 
I  ^tjAve  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
I  1^  .  JAMES  MONROE. 


Bxiicct  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
^    J  ,'amissioner*  of  the   United  butes  for  treating  of 
P^ce  with  Groat  Britain,  d.-ited 

{  J  ■    Depabx'Ment  of  State,  June  23,  1813. 

'Ai  opportunity  offering,  I  avail  myself  of  it  to 
e^r|=»in  more  fully  the  views  of  the  President  on 
cfriiiU  subjectaalready  treated  on  in  your  instruc- 
tibt  :,  and  to  coriimunicate  his  sentiments  on  some 
oih,  j-j,  not  adv^-rted  to  in  them. 

1  ,.e  British  Government  having  repealed  the 
Orif  rs  in  Counscil  and  the  blockade  of  May.  1806, 
a*jdfcilotherille<Tal  blockades,  and  having  declared 
thai  It  would  idstiiute  no  blockade  which  should 
njt  Se   support»-d  by  an  adequate  force,    it  was 

tl»oi|^hl  better  to  lea  vet  hat  question  on  that  ground, 
tl/aa  10  conliuue  the  war.  to  obtain  a  more  precise 
d^fijition  of  blockade,  after  the  other  essential 
cau#  of  the  war,  that  of  impressment,  should  bo 
►  ved.  But. when  it  is  considered  that  a  siip- 
^d  definitioo  of  blockade  will  cost  Great  Brit- 
^luihing,  at'ter  having  thus  recognised  the 
Mple,  and  iShat  such  definition  is  calculated 
rve  additionul  confidence  in  the  future  security 
jr   commence,  ii  is  expected  that  she  will 

ig 

iga- 

„  x-v,u.iwu^n  iiFi  luc  wauiui  sucn  stipulated 

tion,  more  especially  as  they  retain  in  their 
nan  ^,  the  remedy  against  any  new  violation  of 
thtu«rights.  whC-never  made.  The  same  remark 
is  ,a»)licable  to  the  case  of  impressment;  for,  if 
th^  Fritish  Government  had  issued  orders  to  its 
criji^is  not  to  impress  seamen  from  our  vessels, 
anyl  ^^iiified  the   same  to  this  Government,  that 


cause  of  war  would  also  have  been  removed.  In 
making  peace,  it  is  belter  for  both  nations  that  the 
controversy  respecting  blockade  should  be  ar- 
ranged by  treaty,  as  well  as  that  respecting  im- 
pressment. The  omission  to  arrange  it  may  be 
productive  of  injury.  Without  a  precise  defini- 
tion of  blockade,  improper  pretensions  might  be 
set  up  on  each  side  respecting  their  rights,  which 
might  possibly  hazard  the  future  good  understand- 
ing between  the  two  countries. 

Should  a  restitution  of  territory  be  agreed  on 
It  will  be  proper  to  make  a  provision  for  settling 
the    boundary   between    the    United    Stales   and 
Great  Britain,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lakes, 
from  the  point  at  which  the  line  between  them' 
strikes  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Treaty  of  Peace.     The  settlement 
of  this  boundary  is  important,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  there  are  several  islands  in  the  river 
and  lakes  of  some  extent  and  great  value,  the  do- 
minion over  which  is  claimed  hy  both  parties.    It 
may  bean  advisable  course  to  appoint  comrais- 
sioners  on  each  side,  with  full  powers  to  adjust, 
on  fair  and  equitableconsideraiions,  this  boundary! 
To  enable    you   to  adopt  a  suitable  provision  for 
the  purpose,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  recur  to 
the  instructionj  heretofore  given  on    the  subject, 
published  in  the  documents  in  your  possession. 


lo  g^v€  additionul  confidence  in  the  future  securit) 
°!j  y^  commence,  it  is  expected  that  she  wil 
a^r*'  to  11.  It  is  true,  this  cause  of  war  beinj 
re.nXved.  the  United  Stales  are  under  no  obliga 
titinjo  continue:  it  for  the  want  of  such  stipulaiec 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  Sute,  to  the  Plenipotejvhanea 
of  the  United  State«  at  8l,  Petersburg,  ^il 

Departme.nt  of  State,  Jan.  1,  1814. 

GENTLE.ME.N  :  I  have  not  received  a  letter  from 
you  since  your  appointment  to  meet  Ministers 
Irom  Great  Britain  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  negotiate 
a  Treaty  of  Peace  under  the  mediation  "of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  This  is  doubtless  owing  to 
the  miscarriage  of  your  despatches. 

The  Message  of  the  President,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy,  will  make 
you  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  to  that  period,  and  the  other  docu- 
ments which  are  forwarded  will  communicate 
what  has  since  occurred. 

Among  the  advantages  attending  our  success 
in  Upper  Canada,  was  the  important  one  of  mak- 
ing capture  of  General  Proctor's  bajgage,  with 
a|l  the  public  documents  belonging  to'^tlie* British 
Government  in  his  possession.  It  is  probable  that 
these  documents  will  be  laid  before  Congress  as 
they  are  of  a  nature  highly  interesting  to  the 
public.  You  will  understand  their  true  character 
by  extracts  of  two  letters  from  Governor  Cass, 
which  are  enclo.sed  to  you.  By  these,  it  appears, 
that  the  British  Government  has  exercised  its  in- 
Huence  over  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits 
as  well  as  elsewhere  in  peace,  for  ho>lile  purposes 
towards  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Iiidian 
barbarities  since  the  war  were,  in  many  instances, 
known  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
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Mr.  Monroe,  SecreUry  of  SUte,  to  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg. 

Department  of  State,  Jan.  8,  1814. 

Gentle.men  :  I  have  the  honor  t(»  transmit  to 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh  to 
this  Department,  and  of  a  note  from  Lord  Cath- 
cart  to  the  Russian  Government,  with  my  reply 
to  the  communication. 

The  arrangement  of  a  negotiation  to  be  held  at 
Gottenburg,  directly  between  tiie  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  without  the  aid  of  the  Rus- 
sian mediation,  makes  it  necessary  that  new  com- 
missions should  be  issued  correspondent  with  it, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  that  a  new  nomination 
should  be  made  to  the  Senate.  The  President 
instructs  me  to  inform  you  that  you  will  both  be 
included  in  it;  and  that  he  wishes  you  to  repair, 
immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  iheappointed 
rendezvous.  It  is  possible  that  the  business  may 
not  be  limited  to  yourselves,  on  account  of  the 
great  interests  involved  in  the  result.  The  com- 
missions and  instructions  will  be  duly  forwarded 
to  you,  as  soon  as  the  arrangements  shall  be 
finally  made. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Russian  Government, 
you  will  be  careful  to  make  known  to  it  the  sen- 
sibility of  the  President  to  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion of  the  Emperor,  manifested  by  the  offer  of 
his  mediation  ;  the  regret  felt  at  its  rejection  by 
the  British  Government  ;  and  a  desire  that  iii 
future  the  greatest  confidence  and,  cordiality,  and 
the  best  understanding,  may  prevail  between  the 
two  Governments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Monroe,  SecreUry  of  Sute,  to  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries at  Gottenburg. 
Department  of  State,  Jan.  28, 1814. 

Gentlemen  :  The  British  Government  having 
declined  the  Russian  mediation,  and  proposed  to 
treat  directly  with  the  United  States,  the  Presi- 
dent has,  on  due  consideration,  thought  proper  lo 
accept  the  overture.  To  give  efftct  to  this  ar- 
rangement, it  was  necessary  that  a  new  commis- 
sion should  be  formed,  and,  for  that  purpose,  that 
a  new  nomination  r.hould  be  made  to  the  Senate, 
by  whose  advice  and  consent  this  imporiant  trust 
is  committed  to  yoQ. 

You  will  consider  the  instructions  given  to  the 
commission  to  treat  under  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia as  applicable  to  the  negotiation  with  which 
you  are  now  charged,  except  as  ihey  may  be  mod- 
ified by  this  letter. 

I  shall  call  your  attention  to  the  most  impor- 
tant grounds  of  the  controversy  with  Great  Brit- 
ain only,  and  make  such  remarks  on  each,  and 
on  the  whole  subject,  as  have  occurred  since  the 
date  of  the  former  instructions,  and  are  deemed 
applicable  lo  the  present  juncture,  taking  into 
view  the  negotiation  in  which  you  are  now  about 
lo  engage. 

On  impressment — as  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  be  exempted  from  it — I  have  nothin<y 
new  10  add.      The  .sentiments  of  the  President 


hare  undergone  no  change  on  that  important  «ub- 
ject.  This  degrading  practice  must  cease;  our 
flag  must  protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  States 
cannot  consider  themselves  an  independent  na- 
tion. To  settle  this  difference  amicably,  the  Pre- 
sident is  willing,  as  you  are  already  informed  by 
the  former  instructions,  to  remove  all  pretext  for 
it  to  the  British  Government,  by  excluding  all 
British  seamen  from  our  vessels;  and  even  to 
extend  the  exclusion  to  all  British  subjects,  if  ne- 
cessary, excepting  only  the  few  already  natural- 
ized ;  and  to  stipulate,  likewise,  the  surrender  of 
all  British  seamen  deserting  in  our  ports  in  future 
from  British  vessels,  public  or  private.  It  was 
presumed  by  all  dispassionate  persons,  that  the 
late  law  of  Congress  relative  to  seamen  would 
effectually  accomplish  the  object.  But  the  Pres- 
ident is  willing,  as  you  find,  to  prevent  a  possibil- 
ity of  failure,  to  go  further. 

Should  a  treaty  be  made,  it  is  proper,and  iiwould 
have  a  conciliatory  effect,  that  ail  our  impressed 
seamen  who  may  be  discharged  under  it  should 
be  paid  for  their  services  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, for  the  time  of  their  detention,  the  wages 
which  they  might  have  obtained  in  the  merchant 
service  of  their  own  country. 

Blockade  is  the  subject  next  in  point  of  impor- 
tance, which   you  will   have  to  arrange.     In  the 
instructions   bearing  date  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1813.  it  was  remarked  that,  as  the  British  Gov- 
ernment had  revoked  its  Orders  in  Council,  and 
agreed    that   no  blockade  could    be   legal  which 
was  not  supported  by  an  adequate  force,  and  that 
such  adequate  force  should    be  applied   to  any 
blockade  which  it  might  thereafter  institute,  this 
cau.se  of  controversy  seemed  lo  be  removed.    Fur- 
ther reflection,  however,  has  added  great  force  to 
the  expediency  and  importance  of  a  precise  defi- 
nition of  the  public  law  on  this  subjecu     There 
is  much  cause  to  presume  that,  if  the   repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  had  taken  place  in  time  lo 
have  been  known  here  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  and  had   had   the  effect  of  preventing  the 
declaration,  not    only   that    no  provision  would 
have  been  obtained  against  impressment,  but  that, 
under  the  name  of  blockade,  the  same  extent  of 
coast  would  have  been  covered  by  proclamation 
as  had   been   covered   by  the  Orders  in  Council. 
The  war,  which  these  abuses  and   impressment 
contributed  so  much  to  produce,  might  possibly 
prevent  that  consequence.     But  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory,  if  not  more  safe,  lo  guard  against  it 
by  a  formal  definition  in  the   treaty.     It  is  true, 
should  the  British  Government  violate  again  the 
legitimate  principles  of  blockade,   in   whatever 
terms  or  under  whatever  pretext  it  might  be  done, 
the  United  States  would  have  in  their  hands  a 
correspondent  resort;   but  a  principal  object  in 
making  peace  is  lo  prevent,  by  the  justice  and 
reciprocity  of  ihe  conditions,  a  recurrence  again 
to  war  for  ihe  same  cause.     If  the  British  Gov- 
ernment sincerely  wishes  to  make  a  durable  peace 
with   the  United  Slates,  it  can  have  no  reason- 
able objection  to  a  just  definition  of  blockade,  es- 
pecially as  the  two  Governments  have   agreed, 
in  their  correspondence,, in  all  its  essential  fea- 
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Rdationg  with  Great  Britain. 


ii^a*.  Tbe  io«traetioaa  of  the  15(h  of  April,  1813, 
^\'Z  stated  tn  whit  manner  the  President  is 
\v^!ing  to  arrjiDge  this  difference. 
■  *^  the  othe^  neutral  rights  enumerated  in  the 
fitier  instruqtioDs,  I  shall  remark  only  that  the 
fajlogue  is  iitnited  in  a  manner  to  evince  a  spirit 
i.^ccommod4iion  ;  that  the  arrangement  pro- 
|tid  in  eachs  instance  is  just  in  itself;  that  it 
[responds  w)th  the  general  spirit  of  treaties  be- 
iry*>,n  comrnfiicial  Powers;  and  that  Great  Brit- 
%i«tias  sancti(ined  it  in  many  treaties,  and  gone 
beyond  it  in  s(|me. 

jjlT'onfidenti^  paragraph  No.  1. omitted.] 
I  J^  the  clafim   to  indemnity  for  spoliations,  I 
Kalt^  only  lo  r^fer  you    to  what  was  said  in  the 
fori^r   in>tru(«tions.     I  have   to  add.  that  should 
ft  tMity  be  foryied.  it  is  just  in  itself,  and  would 
hafe  a  happy  effect  on  the  future  relations  of  the 
iwl  countries, '.f  indemnity  should    be  stipulated 
oii»»ch  side  fcr  the  de.truciion  of  all  unfortified 
tovti^s,  and  othrr  private  property,  contrary  to  the 
Uv|s-and  usag^of  war.     It  is  equally  proper  that 
th»«tiegroes  talc^en  from  the  Southern  States  should 
b(e|««urned  to  their  owners,  or  paid  for   at   their 
f^ilitalue.     It   IS  known    that  a  shameful  traffic 
I^^been  carried  on  in  the  West  Indies,  by  the 
saUAf  these  pei-sons  there,  by  those  who  professed 
tj  fcf  their  deliverers.     Of   this  fact,  the   proof 
WhMi  has  reached  this  Department  shall  be  fur- 
nisitid  you.  Ifuhese  slaves  are  considered  as  non- 
cer,|fjatanls,th^  ought  to  be  restored;  if  as  proper- 
ty, ji^y  ought  to  be  paid  for.  The  Treaty  of  Peace 
cvnii^ms  an  article  which  recognises  this  principle. 
1|   the  view  which   I  have   taken  of  the  con- 
djti|os  on  whK'h  you  are  to  insist  in  the  proposed 
nfgf.nation.    y^u   will   find,  on  a  comparison  of 
tlielywuh  thosi-  stated  in  the  former  instructions, 
tlja'fjiere  is  noiraaterial  difference  between  them 
tl-el;wo  last  mrentioned  claims  to  indemnity  ex- 
CfpfceJ,  which  jiave  originated  since  the  date  of 
tHofc  instructiqns.     The  principal  object  of  this 
r|jvfrw  has  be«n  to  show  that  the  sentiments  of 
tHe^.^resident  *re  the  same  in  every  instance  and 
tl\ai  the  reasor,s  for  maintaining  them  have  be- 
c.^n|f  more  evijent  and  strong  since  the  date  of  | 
thofc  instructions. 

U  accepting;ihe  overture  of  the  British  Gov- ' 
ern^ient  lo  tretit  independently  of  the  Russian 
ma?(k,Mtion,  the  United  States  have  acted  on  prin-  ' 
ciplv-s  which  huve  governed  them  in  every  trans- 
aqtiin  relating  :o  peace  since  the  war.  Had  the 
B;fi|-hGoverni«ent  accepted  the  Russian  medi- 
a?ict  the  UnitH  States  would  have  treated  for 
ifteAseves  intt^pendenlly  of  any  other  Power; 
aiidiiad  Great -Britain  met  them  on  ju.t  condi- 
tiODj*  peace  would  have  been  tne  immediate  result. 
H-^it  ^he  refused  to  accede  to  such  conditions,  and 
attefrpted  to  dictate  others,  a  knowledge  of  the 
vit\|i  of  other  P;)wers  on  those  points  raTaht  have 
bep?(  :fiseful  to  tSe  United  Stales.  la  agr^Veing  lo 
tria  directly  ««th  Great  Britain,  not  only  ifno 
caQ<  'csioc  contVmplated  on  any  point  in  coniro- 
ve'Ts  ^^but  the  sj^me  desire  is  cherished  to  preserve 
a  gcj  a  understanding  with  Russia  and  the  other 
B»l,  ^  Powers, -as  ij  the  negotiation  bad  taken 
plAc  jjnder  the  mediation  of  Russia. 


1304 


[Confidential  paragraph  No.  2,  omitted  1 
It  is  probable  that  the  British  Government  may 
have  declined  the  Russian  mediation  from  the 
apprehension  of  an  understanding  between  the 
United  States  and  Russia  for  very  different  pur- 
poses from  those  which  have  been  contemplated 
iQ  the  hope  that  a  much  better  treaty  might  be 
obtained  of  the  United  Slates,  in  a  direct  negoti- 
ation, than  could  be  obtained  under  the  Russian 
mediation,  and  with  a  view  to  profit  of  the  con- 
cessions which  might  thus  be  made  by  the  Uni- 
ted  States  in  future  uegoiiations  with  the  Baltic 
Powers.  If  this  was  the  object  of  the  British 
Uovernmenl.  (and  it  is  pot  easy  to  conceive  any 
other.)  It  clearly  prove*  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived, in  the  proposed  negotiation,  from  the  aid 
of  those  Powers,  in  securing  from  the  British 
Government  such  conditions  as  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  all  parties.  It  would  be  highly  honora- 
ble as  well  as  advantageous  to  ihe  United  Slates 
if  the  negotiation  with  which  you  are  charged 
should  terminate  in  such  a  treaty. 

[Confidential  paragraph  No.  3.  omitted.] 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Plenipotentia- 
ries of  the  United  Stales  at  Gotten  burg. 
Department  or  State,  Jan.  30, 1814. 
Gentlemen:  In  addition  to  ihe  claims  to  in- 
demnity, stated  in  your  preceding  instructions,  I 
have  to  request  your  altention  to  the  following, 
to  which,  It  is  presumed,  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion : 

On  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States, 
there  happened  to  be,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
commerce,  several  American  vessels  and  cargoes 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  which  were  seized 
and  condemned;  and,  in  one  instance,  an  Amer- 
ican ship  which  fled  from  Algiers,  in  consequence 
of  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  Dey,  to  Gibral- 
tar, with  the  American  Consul  and  some  public 
stores  on  board,  shared  a  like  fate. 

After  the  declaration  of  war.  Congress  passed 
an  act  allowing  to  British  subjects  six  months, 
from  the  date  of  the  declaration,  to  remove  their 
property  out  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence 
of  which  many  vessels  were  removed,  with  their 
cargoes.  I  add.  with  confidence,  that,  on  a  lib- 
eral construction  of  the  spirit  of  the  law,  some 
vessels  were  permitted  to  depart,  even  after  the 
expiration  of  the  term  specified  m  the  law.  I 
will  endeavor  to  put  in  your  possession  a  list  of 
these  cases.  A  general  reciprocal  provision,  how- 
ever, will  be  best  adapted  to  the  object  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JA.MES  MONROE. 


I  From  the  Secretary  of  Sute  to  the  Commissioners  of 
j       the  United  Stales  for  IreaUng  with  Great  BnUin. 
I  Department  of  State,  Feb.  10  1814. 

I  Gentlemen  :  Should  you  conclude  a  treaty, 
j  and  not  obtain  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of  neu- 
I  tral  rights,  it  will  be   proper  for  you   to  provide 
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that  the  United  States  shall  have  advantage  of 
any  stipulations  more  favorable  to  neutral  nations, 
that  may  be  established  between  Great  Britain 
and  other  Powers.  A  precedent  for  such  a  pro- 
rision  is  found  in  a  declaratory  article  between 
Great  Britain  and  Russia,  bearing  date  on  the  8th 
October,  1801,  explanatory  of  the  second  .«ection 
third  article  of  a  convention  concluded  between 
them  on  the  5th  of  June  of  the  same  year. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be.  &,c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Extract — The  SecreUry  of  State  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Uniled  Slates  for  treating  with  Great 
Britain. 

Department  or  State,  Feb.  14.  1814. 

I  received  last  night  your  letier  of  the  15ih  Oc- 
tober, with  extracts  of  letters  from  Mr.  Adams 
and  Mr.  Harris  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  November. 

It  appears  that  you  had  no  knowledge,  at  the 
date  even  of  the  last  letter,  of  the  answer  of  the 
British  Government  to  the  offer  which  had  been 
made  to  it  a  second  time  of  the  Russian  media- 
tion. Hence  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the  proposi- 
tion made  lo  this  Government,  by  the  Bramble, 
was  made  not  only  without  your  knowledge,  but 
withoutthesanction,if  not  without  the  knowledge, 
of  the  Emperor.  Intelligence  from  other  sources 
strengthens  this  inference.  If  this  view  of  the 
conductof  iheBritish  Government  is  well  founded, 
the  motive  for  it  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  may 
fairly  be  presumed  that  it  was  to  prevent  a  good 
understanding  and  concert  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Russia  and  Sweden,  on  the  subject  of 
neutral  rights,  in  the  hope  that  by  drawing  the 
negotiation  to  England,  and  depriving  you  of  an 
opportunity  of  free  communication  with  those 
Powers,  a  treaty  less  favorable  to  the  United 
Stales  might  be  obtained,  which  might  afterw.irds 
be  used  with  advantage  by  Great  Britain  in  her 
negotiations  with  those  Powers. 

By  an  article  in  the  former  instructions,  you 
were  authorized,  in  making  a  treaty  to  prevent 
impressment  from  our  vessels,  tn  stipulate,  pro- 
vided a  certain  term  could  not  be  ajreed  on,  that 
It  might  continue  in  force  for  the  present  war 
in  Europe  only.  At  that  time  it  seemed  proba- 
ble that  the  war  might  last  many  years.  Re- 
cent appearances,  however,  indicate  the  contrary. 
Should  peace  be  made  m  Europe,  as  the  practi- 
cal evil  of  which  we  complain,  in  regard  lo  im- 
pressment, would  cease,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
British  Government  would  have  less  objection  to 
a  stipulation  to  forbear  that  practice  for  a  speci- 
fied term,  than  it  would  have  should  ihe  war  con- 
tinue. In  concluding  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
even  in  case  of  a  previous  general  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, it  is  important  to  the  United  Stales  to  ob- 
tain such  a  stipulation. 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  the  Plenipolenlia- 
ries  of  the  United  Slates  al  Gollenburg. 

Department  of  State.  March  21,  1814. 
Gentlemen  :  By  the  cartel  Chauncey  you  will 
receive  this,  with  duplicates  of  the  commission 


to  treat  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  instructions 
and  other  docuroenls  that  were  forwarded  by  the 
John  Adams.  This  vessel  is  sent  lo  guard  against 
any  accident  which  might  attend  ihe  other. 

fCoofidential  paragraph  omitted.] 

If  a  satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  concluded 
with  Great  Britain,  the  sooner  it  is  accomplished 
the  happier  for  both  countries.  If  such  an  ar- 
rangement cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  important  to 
the  United  Stales  to  be  acquainted  with  it  with- 
out delay.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  receive  from  you 
an  account  of  the  state  of  the  negotiation  and  its 
prospects,  as  soon  as  you  may  be  able  to  communi- 
cate anything  of  an  interesting  nature  respectiog 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dtc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Minia- 
tcrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sutes. 
Department  of  State.  June  25,  1814. 

Gentlemen  :  No  communication  has  been  re- 
ceived from  ihe  joint  mission  which  was  appointed 
lo  meet  the  Commissioners  of  the  British  Grov- 
ernmenl  al  Gottenburg.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Bay- 
ard at  Amsterdam,  of  the  18th  of  March,  was  the 
last  from  either  of  our  Commissioners.  It  was 
inferred  from  that  letter,  and  other  communica- 
tions, that  Mr.  Bayard.  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr. 
Adams,  would  be  in  Gottenburg  ;  and  it  has  been 
understood  from  other  sources  that  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Russell  had  arrived  there  about  the  15th  of 
April.  It  is,  therefore,  expected  that  a  meeting 
will  have  taken  place  in  May,  and  that  we  shall 
soon  be  made  acquainted  with  your  sentiments 
of  ihe  probable  result  of  the  negotiation. 

It  is  impossible,  with  the  lights  which  have 
reached  us,  to  ascertain  the  present  disposition  of 
the  British  Government  towards  an  accommoda- 
tion wilh  the  United  States.  We  think  it  proba- 
ble that  the  late  events  in  France  may  have  had 
a  tendency  to  increase  its  pretensions. 

Al  war  wilh  Great  Britain,  and  injured  by 
France,  the  United  States  have  sustained  the 
attitude  founded  on  those  relations.  No  reliance 
was  placed  on  the  good  offices  of  France  in  bring- 
ing the  war  with  Great  Britain  lo  a  saiisfactory 
conclusion.  Looking  steadily  lo  an  honorable 
peace,  and  the  ultimate  attainment  of  justice  from 
both  Powers,  ihe  President  has  endeavored,  by  a 
consistent  and  honorable  policy,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  every  circumstance  that  might  promote 
that  result.  He.  nevertheless,  knew  that  France 
held  a  place  in  ihe  political  system  of  Europe  and 
of  the  world,  which,  as  a  check  on  England,  could 
noi  fail  lo  be  useful  to  us.  What  effect  the  late 
events  may  have  had,  in  these  respects,  is  the 
importani  circumstance  of  which  you  are,  doubt- 
less, belter  informed  than  we  can  be. 

The  President  accepted  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia from  a  respect  (or  the  character  of  the  Em- 
peror, and  a  belief  thai  our  cause,  in  all  the  points 
in  controversy,  would  gain  strength  by  being 
made  known  lo  him.  Oo  the  same  principle  he 
preferred  (in   accepting  the  British   overture  to 
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|tjr-«t  indeptifcJenlly  of  the  Russian  mediation)  to  f  the  practice  will  erer  be  tolerated  again  Cer- 
(o4"*Q  the  nejotiation  on  the  Continent  rather  i  tain  it  is.  that  every  day  will  render  ii  rnnrp  in" 
!t    -<n  at  Lonrtiin  -li^JKU  ;«  n.^^.  D..._._  .„     ..i..  .1  •""•«;  iu- 


!  t   iD  ii  Lonc^'On 

it  was  inferred  fom  the  general  policy  of  Rus- 
,  sir,  and  the  l/iendly  seniimenti»  and  interposition 
{cllhe  Empt«ror,  that  a  respect  for  both  would 
»h,rte  much  irsfluence  with  the  British  Cabinet  in 

p  r-vmoiing  a  pacific  policy  towards  us.  The  man- 
;n  c,  liowere^  in  which  it  is  understood  that  a 
.*g,  ijeral  paci^-aiiou  is  taking  place;  the  influence 

Q  .(•at  Britain.may  have  in  niodifying  thearrange- 
iD  rnts  involved  in  it;  the  resources  she  may  be 


a|le   to  empliiy  exclusively  against   the  United 
ine  uncertainty  of  the  precise  course 


;S  i-tes ;  and 

V|  nch  Russia'  may  pursue  in  relation  to  the  war 

bi  ;ween  the  United   States   and  Great    Britain, 

nJ.Mrally  clai-m  attention, and  raise  the  important 

ql«tion  in   rvlerence  to  the  subject  of  impress- 

i^nt,  on  which  it  is  presumed  your  negotiations 

■will  essentially  turn,  whether  your  powers  ought 

iiJlt  to  be  eolirged  so  as  to  enable  you  to  give  to 

jt»>se  circumstances  all  the  weight  to  which  they 

•,iAy   be   entiFjed.     On   full  consideration    it   has 

Ibjti  decided   that,  m  case  no  stipulation  can  be 

j|o|jpined  frora  the    British  Government  at    this 

.iu,.inent.  wh(Jn  its    pretensions    may  liave  been 

jn  ^ttch  height^ed  by  recent  events,  and  the  stale 

■  0    {:urope  be^mosi  favorable  to  them,  either  re- 

.\\    ^uishmg  tlie  claim  to  impress  from  American 

*v^  -tels,   or  djicontinuing   tlie   practice,   even    in 

}c^|wideration  i)f  the  proposed  exclusion  from  them 

|oftpritish  seaNien.  you  may  concur  in  an  article 

»!%Kilaiing  ili^t  the  subject  of  impressment,  10- 

jlg^Uer  with  l^iat  of  commerce  between   the  two 

lioines,  be  Referred  to  a  separate  negotiation,  to 

junderiakeii  without  delay,  at  such  place  as  you 

ly  be  able  tv  agree  on,  preferring  this  city  if  to 

[obtained.    ,1  annex  at  the  close  of  this  letter  a 

[jeci  ol  anJarticle  expressing  more  distinctly 

idea  whi«5h  it  is  intended   to  communicate. 

meaning  thereby  to  restrain  you  in  any  re- 

kCt  as  to  the  fortn.     Commerce   and  seamen, 

objects  of  impressment,  may,  with  great  pro- 

_   fctfty.  be  arranged  in  the  same  instrument.     By 

S^rtilaiing  that  Commissioners  shall    forthwith 

biappointed  for  the  purpose,  and  that  all  rights 

0:tiiii6  subject  shall,  m  the  meantime,  be  reserved, 

^h^^  faith  ol  ihrfBritish  Government  will  be  pledged 
ar{*fair  experiment  in  an  amicable  mode  and 
\l*  honor  and  rights  of  the  United  States  secured, 
fll^  United  States  having  resisted  by  war  the 
JpAcliceof  injpressraent.  and  continued  the  war 
tH|jl  that  prattice  had  ceased  by  a  peace  in  Eu- 
^'V,  their  object  has  been    essentially  obtained 


eligible  in  Great  Britain  to  make  the  attempt. 

In  contemplating  the  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioners, to  be  made  after  the  ratification  of  the 
present  treaty,  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  treaty 
to  regulate  commerce,  and  provide  against  im- 
pressment. It  is  meant  only  to  show  the  extent  to 
which  you  may  go,  in  a  spirit  of  accommodation, 
if  neces.sary.  Should  the  British  Government  be 
willing  to  take  the  subject  up  immediately  with 
you.  It  would  be  much  preferred,  in  which  case 
the  proposed  article  would,  of  course,  be  adapted 
to  the  purpose. 

Information  has  been  received,  from  a  quarter 
deserving  attention,  that  the  late  events  in  France 
have  produced  such  an  effect  on  the  British  Got- 
ernment  as  to  make  it  probable  that  a  demand 
will  be  made  at  Gottenburg  to  surrender  our  right 
to  the  fisheries;  to  abandon  all  trade  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  to  cede  Louisiana  to 
Spain.  We  cannot  believe  that  such  a  demand 
will  be  made.  Should  it  be,  you  will  of  course 
treat  it  a»  ii  deserves.  These  rights  must  not  be 
brought  inio  discussion.  If  insisted  on,  your  ne- 
gotiations will  cease. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gen- 
tlemen, your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Whereas,  by  the  peace  in  Europe,  the  essential 
causes  of  the  war  between  the  United  State?,  and 
Great  Britain,  and  particularly  the  practice  of 
impressment,  have  ceased,  and  a  sincere  desire 
exists  to  arrange,  m  a  manner  satisfactory  to  both 
parties,  all  questions  concerning  seamen,  and  it 
IS  also  their  desire  and  intention  to  arrange,  la  a 
like  satisfactory  manner,  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries,  it  is  therefore  agreed  that  Com- 
missioners shall  forthwith  be  appointed  on  each 

side,  to  meet  at ,  with  full  power  to  negotiate 

and  conclude  a  treaty,  as  soon  as  may  be  practi- 
cable, for  the  arrangement  of  those  important  in- 
terests. It  IS,  nevertheless,  understood,  that,  until 
such  treaty  be  formed,  each  party  shall  retain  all 
its  rights,  and  that  all  American  citizens  who 
have  been  impressed  into  the  British  service  shall 
be  forthwith  discharged. 


Extrtct  of  a  letter  from  .Mr.  .Monroe,  SecreUry  of  State, 
to  the  joint  CommiMionerf  of  the  United  Slates  for 
treating  of  peace  with  Great  BriUm,  dated, 

v,-!..    ,K         I  ,       L  '      ' Departme.>t  OF  State,  yuTK?  27,  1814. 

t3!hl  '^t'J'^ct  has  been    essentially  obtained        The  omission  to  send  Ministers  to  Gottenhorir 


\es  will  ag^in  be  at  liberty  to  repel  it  by  war, 

^;.that  theyJwill  do  so  cannot  be  doubted;  for 

^^ii^^'*^  prool*  which  they  have  already  given  of 

ji  iitra  resistai&e  in  that  mode,  persevered  in  un- 

(ilWie  practicp  had  ceased,  under  circumstances 

.^hl  most  favilrable.  it  cannot  be  presumed  that 

i 


respects,  justify  animadversions,  if  there  was  less 
disposition  here  to  overlook  circumstances  of 
form,  when  interfering  with  more  substantial 
objects. 

By  my  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  which  goes 
with  this,  you  will  find  that  the  subject  had  al- 
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ready  been  acted  on  under  similar  impressions 
with  those  which  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  GallatinV 
letter  could  not  fail  to  produce.  The  view,  how- 
ever, presented  by  them  is  much  stronger,  and 
entitled  to  much  greater  attention.  The  Presi- 
dent has  taken  the  subject  into  consideration 
again. and  given  totheir  suggestions  all  the  weight 
to  which  they  are  justly  entitled. 

On  mature  consideration,  it  has  been  decided, 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  alluded  to.  inci- 
dent to  a  prosecution  of  the  war,  you  may  omit 
any  stipulation  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  if 
found  indispensably  necessary  lo  terminate  it. 
You  will,  of  course,  not  recur  to  this  expedient 
until  all  your  efforts  lo  adjust  the  controversy  in 
a  more  satisfactory  manner  have  failed.  As  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  United  States,  in  suffer- 
ing the  treaty  to  be  silent  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment, to  admit  the  British  claim  thereon,  or 
to  relinquish  that  of  the  United  States,  it  is  highly 
important  that  any  such  inference  be  entirely  pre- 
cluded, by  a  declaration  or  protest,  in  some  form 
or  other,  that  the  omission  is  not  lo  haveany  such 
effect  or  tendency.  Any  modification  of  the  prac- 
tice, to  prevent  abuses,  being  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  right  in  Great  Britain,  is  utterly  inadmis- 
sible. 

Although  Gottenburg  was  contemplated  at  the 
time  your  commission  was  made  out,  as  the  seat 
of  the  negotiation,  yet  your  commission  itself 
does  not  confine  you  to  it.  You  are  at  liberty, 
therefore,  to  transfer  the  negotiation  to  any  other 
place  made  more  eligible  by  a  change  of  circum- 
stances. Amsterdam  and  the  Hague  readily  pre- 
sent tliemsflvesas  preferable  to  any  place  in  Eng- 
land. If,  however,  you  sho  lid  be  of  opinion  tha't, 
under  all  circumstances,  the  negotiation  in  that 
country  will  be  attended  with  advantages  out- 
weighing the  objections  to  it,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  transfer  it  there. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Commiasionen  of  the  United  State*  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  dated 

Dhpahtme.'^t  of  State. 

Aug^iat  11,1814. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  3d  of  this 
month,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, of  the  23d  of  May,  and  one  from  Mr.  Galla- 
tin of  the  2d  of  June. 

The  President  approves  the  arrangement  com- 
municated by  those  gentlemen  for  transferring 
the  negotiation  with  the  British  Governmen'i 
from  Gottenburg  to  Ghent.  It  is  presumed,  from 
Mr.  Gallatin's  letter,  that  the  meeting  took  place 
towards  the  latter  end  of  June,  and  that  we  shall 
soon  hear  from  you  what  will  be  its  probable  re- 
sult. 

By  my  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th  of  June,  of 
which  another  copy  is  now  forwarded,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  President,  as  to  the  conditions  on 
which  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  conclude  a 
treaty  of  peace,  are  made  known  to  you.  It  is 
presumed  that  either  in  the  mode  suggested  in 
my  letter  of  the  25ih  of  June,  which   is  much 


preferred,  or  by  permitting  the  treaty  to  be  silent 
on  the  subject,  as  is  authorized  in  the  letter  of  the 
27th  of  June,  the  question  of  impressment  may 
be  so  disposed  of  as  to  form  no  obstacle  to  a  pa- 
cification. This  Government  can  go  no  further, 
because  it  will  make  no  sacrifice  of  the  rights  or 
honor  of  the  nation. 

If  Great  Britain  does  not  terminate  the  war  on 
the  conditions  which  you  are  authorized  toadopt, 
she  has  other  objects  in  it  than  those  for  which 
she  has  hitherto  professed  to  contend.  That  such 
are  entertained,  there  is  much  reason  to  presume. 
These,  whatever  they  may  be,  must  and  will  be 
resisted  by  the  Uniied  States.  The  conflict  may 
be  severe,  but  it  will  be  borne  with  firmness,  and, 
as  we  confidently  believe,  be  attended  with  suc- 
cess. 


From  the  Commissioners  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  for  treating  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Ghent,  Augiut  12, 1814. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
the  British  Commissioners,  Lord  Gambler,  Hen- 
ry Goulburn.  Esq.,  and  William  Adams,  Esq., 
arrived  in  this  city  on  Saturday  evening,  the6ih 
instant.  The  day  after  their  arrival,  Mr.  Baker, 
their  secretary,  called  upon  us  to  give  us  notice 
of  the  fact,  and  to  propose  a  meeting  at  a  certain 
hour  on  the  ensuingday.  The  place  having  been 
agreed  u|)on,  we  accordingly  met  at  one  o'clock 
on  Monday,  the  8ih  instant. 

We  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  full  pow- 
ers exhibited  by  the  British  Commissioners  at 
that  conference,  which  was  opened,  on  their  part, 
by  an  expression  of  the  sincere  anJ  earnest  desire 
of  their  Government  that  the  negotiation  might 
result  in  a  solid  peace,  honorable  to  both  parties. 
They,  at  the  same  time,  declared  that  no  events 
which  had  occurred  since  the  first  proposal  for 
this  negotiation  had  altered  the  pacific  disposi- 
tion of  their  Government,  or  varied  its  views  as 
to  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  willing  to  con- 
clude the  peace. 

We  answered,  that  we  heard  these  declarations 
with  great  satisfaction. and  ihatour  Government 
had  acceded  to  ihe  proposal  of  negotiation,  with 
the  most  sincere  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 
ferences which  divided  the  two  countries,  and  to 
lay,  upon  just  and  liberal  grounds,  the  foundation 
of  a  peace  which,  securing  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  both  nations,  should  unite  them  by  lasting 
bonds  of  amity. 

The  British  Commissioners  then  stated  the  fol- 
lowing subjects  as  those  upon  which  it  appeared 
to  them  that  the  discussions  would  be  likely  to 
turn,  and  on  which  they  were  instructed  : 

1st.  The  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  on  board 
of  merchant  vessels,  and.  in  connexion  with  it, 
the  claim  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  the  alle- 
giance of  all  the  native  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

We  understood  them  to  intimate  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  did  not  propose  this  point  as  one 
which  they  were  particularly  desirous  of  discuss- 
ing ;  but  that,  as  it   had  occupied  so  prominent 
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»»lace  in  th^  dispute  between  the  two  countries,    probable,  although   neither  of  these   points  had 
.i^  Necessarily  attracted  notice,  and  was  considered    been  stated  with  sufficient  precision    in  the  first 
<l  subject  Vhich  would  come  under  discussion,     verbal  conference,  that  ihey  could  be  admitted  in 
ltd.  The  Indian   allies  of    Great   Britain  to   be    any  shape.     We  did  not  wish,   however,   to  pre- 
lil<yluded  in  ilie  pacification,  and  a  definite  boun-  ',  judge  the  result,  or,  by  any  hasty  proceeding  ab- 
jfy  to  be  settled  for  their  territory.  l  ruptly  to  break  off  the  nepoiiaiion.     h  was  not 

^^he  British  Coramissioners  stated  that  an  ar-  ;  impossible  that,  on  the  subject  of  the  Indians,  the 


r*i^gemeDt  upon  this  point  was  a  sine  qua  non ; 
\  Xi  ^ait  they  were  not  authorized  to  conclude  a  treaty 
J  (,    'peace  whsch  did    not  embrace  the  Indians  as 

•  ;  lies  of  His.-  Britannic  Majesty  ;  and  that  the 
^  (abiishmen;  of  a  definite  boundary  of  the  Indian 
\\fk\\.OT)'  was  necesfsary  to  »?cure  a   permanent 

m  ice,  not  only  with  the  Indians.  butaUo  between 
M  ;«  United  SUates  and  Great  Britain. 
\  '  ,0d.  A  revijiion  of  the   boundary  line  between 
Jl|4  United  States  and  the  adjacent  British  colo- 

'  >  yVith  respect  to  this  point,  they  expressly  dis- 
iraed  any  .intention,  on  the  part  of  their  Gov- 
ment,  to  acquire  an  increase  of  territory,  and 
f iii>resented  the  propo.sed  revision  as  intended 
;i|erely  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  uncertainly 
']au^  dispute. 

^  J  After  having  stated   these  three  points  as  sub- 

r  j'^Cta  of  discussion,   the  British   Commissioners 

',  4ided,  that  before  they  desired  any  answer  from 

iA,j they  felt  ft  incumbent   upon  them  to  decUre. 

•  t|.jt  the  British  Government  did   not  deny  the 
jf^'^t  of  the  Americans  to  the  fisheries  generally. 


^0^  ,n  the  opeii  seas  ;  but   that   the  privileges  for-        We  then  stated   that  t 

frftjrly  granted  by  treaty  to   the  United  Siates,  of!  Indian  pacification   and 

;  bjiiing  withi3  the  limits  of  the  Briti.sh  jurisdic-  ■  fisheries,  were  not  erabra 

{l^d.  and  of  l.inding  and  drying:  fish  on  the  shores    """ 

^o,  4he  Britisti  territories,  would   not  be  renewed 

j^ijhoul  an  ei^uivalent. 

<   •iThe  extenf  of  what  was  considered  by  them  as 

'Vipers  peculiarly  British,  was  not  stated.    From 

t|(imanner  ill  which  they  brought   this  subject 

iil|)  view,  ih^y  seemed  to  wish  us  to  understand 
.tl-^t  they  weiff"  not  anxious  that  it  should  be  dis- 
^cl^sed,  and  tftat  they  only  intended  to  give  us  no- 
.t*i  that  thesV  privileges  had  ceased  to  exist,  and 

m^ld  not  b^  again   granted  without  an  equiva- 

l^ii,  nor  unltjis  we  thought  {)roper  to  provide  ex- 

FW^'y  '"  ih(!  treaty  of  peace  for  their  renewal. 
j  |T^«  Britijji  Commissioners  having  stated  that 
jtfftjse  were  alj  the  subjects  which  liiey  intended 
;t.|^ring  foryard,  or   to  suggest,  requested  to  be 
iiifformed  whaether  we   were  instructed   to  enter 


iltib  negoiiatin  on  these  several  points,  and  whe- 
ijtV  there  wai  any  among  these  which  we  lhou<»kjt 
(ijni 

if!V 
isi( 


i^ijnnecessar^'  to  bring  into  the  negotiation  ?  and 
li;f!y  desired  js   to  slate,  on  our   part,  such  other 
wfc  might  intend  to  propose  for  dis- 
on   in   tke  course  of  the   negotiation.     The 
t-eting  wasjhen  adjourned  to  the  next  day.  in 
Jer  to  affoi-^d  us  the  opportunity  of  a  consulta- 
>ii  among  o'lrselves.  before  we  gave  an  answer, 
tin  the  course  of  the  evening  of  ihe  same  day. 
,1^ received  *our   letters  of  the  25th  and  27ih  of 

1   ilThere  cou^i  be  no  hesitation  on  our  part  in  in-  ! 

i{  •^(ning  the  British  Commissioners  that  we  were 

•n  >^  mstructei*  on  the  subjects  of  Indian  pacifica- 

:  t  >•»  or  bouncftiry,  and  of  fisheries ;  nor  did  it  seem 

i  ■  ■   - 


British  Government  had  received  erroneous  im- 
pressions from  the  Indian  traders  in  Canada, 
which  our  representations  might  remove.  And 
it  appeared,  at  all  events,  important  to  ascertam 
distinctly  the  precise  intentions  of  Great  Britain 
on  both  points.  We,  therefore,  thought  it  advis- 
able to  invite  the  British  Commissioners  to  a  gen- 
eral conversation  on  all  the  points;  staling  to 
them,  at  the  same  time,  our  want  of  instructions 
on  two  of  them,  and  holding  out  no  expectation 
of  the  probability  of  our  agreeing  to  any  article 
respecting  these. 

At  our  meeting  on  the  ensuing  day.  we  informed 
the  British  Commissioners  that,  upon  the  first  and 
third  points  proposed  by  them,  we  were  provided 
with  instructions  ;  and  we  presented  as  further 
subjects  considered  by  our  Government  as  suita- 
ble for  discussion — 

1st.  A  definition  of  blockade,  and,  as  far  as 
might  be  mutually  agreed,  of  other  neutral  and 
belligerent  rights. 

2d.  Claims  of  indemnity  in  certain  cases  of 
capture  and  seizure. 

he  two  subjects,  first,  of 
boundary  j     second,   of 
braced  by  our  instructions. 
We  observed,  that  as   these  points  had  not  been 
heretofore   the   grounds  of  any  controversy   be- 
tween the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  that 
of  the  United  Slaters,  and  had  not  been  alluded  to 
by  Lord  Castlereagh  in   his  letter   proposing  the 
negotiation,  it  could   not  be  expected    that   they 
should  have  been  anticipated  and   made  the  sub- 
ject of  instructions  by  our   Government.     That 
It  was  natural  to  be  supposed  that  our  instructions 
were  confined  to  those  subjects  upon  which  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  countries  were  known 
to  exist ;  and  ihat  the  proposition  to  define,  in  the 
treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Brit- 
ain the  boundary  of  the  Indian  possessions  wiihia 
our  own  territories,  was  new  and  without  exam- 
ple.    iVo  such  provision  had  been  inserted  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783,  nor  in  any  other  treaty 
between    the  two  countries.     No  such  provision 
had,  to  our  knowledge,  ever  been  inserted  in  any 
treaty  made  by  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  Euro- 
pean Power,  in    relation   to  the  same  description 
of  people,  existing  under  like  circumstances.   We 
would  say,  liowever,  that  it  could  not  be  doubled 
that  peace  with  the  Indians  would  certainly  fol- 
low a  peace  with  Great  Britain  ;  that  we  had  in- 
formation   that  commissioners  had  already  been 
appointed    to   treat  with  them;  that  a   treaty  to 
that  effect  might,  perhaps,  have  been  already  con- 
cluded ;  and    that   the    United  States,  having  no 
interest  nor  any  motive   to  continue  a   separate 
war  against  the  Indians,   there  could    never  be  a 
moment  when  our  Government  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  make  peace  with  them. 
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We  then  expressed  our  wish  to  receive  from 
the  British  Commissioners  a  statement  of  the 
views  and  objects  of  Great  Britain  upon  all  the 
points,  and  our  willingness  to  discuss  them  all,  in 
order  that,  even  if  no  arrangement  could  be  agreed 
on  upon  the  points  not  included  in  our  instruc- 
tions, the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  might 
be  possessed  of  the  entire  and  precise  intentions 
of  that  of  Great  Britain  respecting  these  points  ; 
and  that  the  British  Government  might  be  fully 
informed  of  the  objections,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  to  any  such  arrangement. 

In  answer  to  our  remark,  that  these  points  had 
not  been  alluded  to  by  Lord  Casllereagh  in  his 
letter  proposing  the  negotiation,  it  waslsaid  that 
it  could  not  be  expected  that,  in  a  letter  merely 
intended  to  invite  a  negotiation,  he  should  enu- 
merate the  topics  of  discussion,  or  state  the  pre- 
tensions of  his  Government,  since  these  would 
depend  upon  ulterior  events,  and  might  arise  out 
of  a  subsequent  state  of  things. 

In  reply  lo  our  observation,  that  the  propo.sed 
stipulation  of  an  Indian  boundary  was  without 
example  in  the  practice  of  European  nations,  it 
was  asseried  that  the  Indians  must  in  some  sort 
be  considered  as  an  independent  people,  since 
treaties  were  made  with  them  both  by  Great 
Britain  and  by  the  United  States;  upon  which 
we  pointed  out  the  obvious  and  important  differ- 
ence between  the  treaties  we  might  make  with 
Indians  living  in  our  territory  and  such  a  treaty 
as  was  proposed  to  be  made  respecting  them  with 
a  foreign  Power,  who  had  solemnly  acknowledt^ed 
the  territory  on  which  they  resided  to  be  part*  of 
the  United  States. 

We  were  then  asked  by  the  British  Commis- 
sioners, whether,  in  case  they  should  enter  further  | 
upon   the  discussion  of  the  several   points  which  I 
had  been    slated,  we  could   expect  that    it  would  j 
terminate   by  some  provisional   arrangement  on 
the  points  on  which  we  had  no  instructions,  par- 
ticularly on    that   respecting  the   Indians,  whicii 
arrangt-ment  would  be  subject  to  the  ratification 
of  our  Governiiieot. 

We  answered,  that  before  the  subjects  were 
distinctly  understood,  and  the  objects  in  view 
more  preci>ely  disclosed,  we  could  not  decide 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  form  any  satis- 
factory article  on  the  subject,  nor  pledge  ourselves 
as  to  the  exercise  of  a  discretion  under  our  pow- 
ers, even  with  respect  to  a  provisional  agreement. 
We  added,  that,  as  we  should  deeply  deplore  a 
rupture  of  tlie  negotiation  on  any  point,  ii  was 
our  anxious  desire  to  employ  all  possible  means 
lo  avert  an  event  so  serious  in  its  consequences  ; 
and  that  we  had  not  been  without  hopes  that  a' 
di!«cussion  might  correct  the  effect  of  any  errone- 
ous information  which  the  British  Government 
might  have  received  on  the  subject  which  they 
had  proposed  as  a  preliminary  basis. 

We  took  this  opportunity  to  remark,  that  no 
nation  observed  a  policy  more  liberal  and  humane 
towards  ihe  Indians  than  lliat  pursued  by  the 
United  States;  that  our  object  had  been,  by  all 
practicable  means, loiiitroducecivilizaiion  amon<r 
them  ;  that  their  possessions  were  secured  to  thein 
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by  well-defined  boundaries  ;  that  their  persons 
lands,  and  other  property,  were  now  more  effect- 
ually protected  against  violence  or  frauds  from 
any  quarter,  than  ihey  had  been  under  any  former 
Government ;  ihat  even  our  citizens  were  not  al- 
lowed to  purchase  their  lands;  that  when  they 
gave  up  their  Mile  to  any  portion  of  iheir  country 
to  the  United  States,  it  was  by  voluntary  treaty 
with  our  Government,  who  gave  them  a  satis- 
factory equivalent ;  and  that  through  these  means 
the  United  Slates  had  succeeded  in  preserving 
since  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  of  1795.  an  unin- 
terrupted peace  of  sixteen  years  with  all  the  In- 
dian iribe — a  period  of  tranquillity  much  longer 
than  they  were  known  to  have  enjoyed  hereto- 
fore. 

It  was  then  expressly  stated  on  our  part,  that 
the  proposition  respecting  the  Indians  was  not 
distinctly  understood.  We  asked  whether  the 
pacification  and  the  settlement  of  a  boundary  for 
them  were  both  made  z  sine  qua  non?  which  was 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  question  was 
then  asked  the  British  Commissioners,  whether 
the  proposed  Indian  boundary  was  intended  to 
preclude  the  United  Slates  from  the  right  of  pur- 
chasing by  treaty  from  the  Indians,  w'lthout  the 
consent  of  Great  Britain,  lands  lying  beyond  that 
houndary.  and  as  a  restriction  upon  the  Indians 
from  selling,  by  amicable  treaties,  lands  to  the 
United  States,  as  had  been  hitherto  practised  ? 

To  this  question  it  was  first   answered,  by  one 
of  the   Commissioners,  that  the  Indians  would 
not  he  restricted  from  selling  their  lands,  but  that 
the  United  Stales  would   be  restricted  from  pur- 
chasing ihem  ;  and,  on  reflection,  another  of  the 
Commissioners  slated  that   it  was  intended  that 
I  the  Indian  territories  should  be  a  barrier  between 
the  British  dominions  and  those  of  the  United 
Stales;  that  both  Great  Britain  and   the  United 
Slates  should  be  restricted  from  purchasing  their 
lands ;  but  that  the  Indians  might  sell  them  to  a 
third  party. 

The  proposition  respecting  Indian  boundaries, 
thus  explained,  and  connected  with   the  right  of 
sovereignly  ascribed  to  the  Indians  over  thecoun- 
try,  amounted  to  nothing  less  than  a  demand  of 
the  absolute  cession  of  the  rights  both  of  sover- 
eignly and  of  soil.     We  cannot  abstain  from  re- 
marking to  you,  that  the  subject  of  Indian  boun- 
dary was  indistinctly  stated  when  first  proposed, 
and  that   the  explanations  were  at   first  obscure, 
and  always  given  with   reluctance;  and  it  was 
declared,  from  the  first  moment,  to  be  a  fine  qua 
non,  rendering  any  di.-cussion    unprofitable  until 
it  was  admitted  as  a  basis.  Knowing  that  we  had 
no  power  lo  cede  to  the   Indians  any  part  of  our 
territory,  we  tliought  it  unnecessary  lo  ask.  what 
probably  would  not  have   been  answered   till  the 
principle  was  admitted,  where  the  line  of  demar- 
cation of  the  Indian  country  was  proposed  lo  be 
established. 

The  British  Commissioners,  after  having  re- 
peated tliat  thefr  instructions  on  the  subject  of 
the  Indians  wer^  peremptory,  staled  that,  unless 
we  codld  give  4ome  assurance  that  our  powers 
would  allow  us  to  make  at  least  a  provisional  ar- 
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ta,  rgement  on'the  subject,  any  further  discussion 
'wtuld  be  fruitless;  and  that  they  must  consult 
tlXir  own  G<jvernment  on  this  state  of  things. 
rTf  ty  proposed,  accordingly,  a  suspension  of  the 
ictii^ferences  until  they  should  have  received  an 
ja*,wer ;  it  beio^nderstood  that  each  party  might 
cmt  a  meetini,'  whenever  they  had  any  proposi- 
•lii  ms  to  submit.  They  despatched  a  special  mes- 
!st  sger  the  saD>e  evening,  and  we  are  now  wait- 
iip     lor  the  re?ailt. 

Uefore  the  '^proposed  adjournment  took  place, 
it  ifas  agreed .!hat  there  should  be  a  protocol  of 
tl|  '  conferenc's;  that  a  statement  should,  for  that 
pi  pose,  be  drawn  up  by  each  party;  and  that 
w£  should  mreet  the  next  day  to  compare  the 
statements.  We  accordingly  met  again  on  Wed- 
ti  .day.  the  fOth  instant,  and  ultimately  agreed 
oi^  what  shou»d  constitute  the  protocol  of  the  con- 
»fei(?nces.  A  ropy  of  this  inNirument  we  have  the 
ihfcor  to  ira».smit  with  this  despatch;  and  we 
jaio  enclose  ft  copy  of  the  statement  originally 
{d»jwn  up  on -our  part,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
|k|(",wn  to  yoM  the  passages  to  which  the  British 
tCAmmissioners  objected. 

'  fTheir  objection  to  some  of  the  passages  was. 
,t  they  appeared  to  be  argumentative,  and  that 
object  of  the  protocol  was  to  contain  a  mere 
lement  of  Ifacis.  They,  however,  objected  to 
^  insertion  if  the  answer  which  they  had  given 
.  ti|  our  que^tioTi  respecting  the  effect  of  the  pro 
.p*sed  Indian  boundary  ;  but  they  agreed  to  an  al- 
jlaralion  of  their  original  proposition  on  that  sub- 
jjij,  which  renders  it  much  more  explicit  than  as 
*sfiied.  either. in  the  first  conference  or  in  their 
Pf.^osed  draught  of  the  protocol.  Tney  also  ob- 
ijic^ed  to  the  rnsertion  of  the  fact,  that  they  had 
IpHposed  to  hdjourn   the  conferences   until   they 

•  cF^ld  obtain  further  instructions  from  iheir  Gov- 
.;  eli^ment.     Tije  return   of  their  messenger  may, 

•  jftihaps,  disclose  the  motive  of  their  reluctance 
;  if  that  respeca. 

;   :  VVe  have  jhe  honor    to   be,  very  re^pectfully, 
■  w^ir  obedient  servants, 
^'  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD. 
)•  HENRY  CLAY. 
;        JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


I  n  ■ 

if* 

■  i* 

■  Hr'iaught  of  original  Protocol,  made  by  the  American 
<  {  't^nuters,  o;f  the  two  Jirst  conferences  held  with  the 
.    \iiriti»h  Corsmissionert. 

'  jAl,*  meer^ng  between  the  Commissioners  of 

■  J  lis  Bnianniv'  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
J  ^  ii»tes  of  An^erica,  for  negotiating  and  conclud- 
.  1  /  a  peace,  ;,eld  at  Ghent,  8th  August,  1814.  the 
;  f  IJowing  po^is  were  presented,  by  the  Coramis- 
.  £  k)jQers  on  thr?  part  of  Great  Britain,  as  subjects 
'  f  'ridiscussioq: 

,  j-  l'^^  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  on  board  of 
I  r  tirchant  vessels,  and  the  claim  of  allegiance  of 
.*  J  16  Britannia  Majesty  upon  ail  the  native  born 
;  sj  Ejects  of  G'-eat  Britain. 

;  3.  The  Intlian  allies  of  Great  Britain  to  be  in- 
^c>  '^ded  in  tht»  pacification,  and  a  boundary  to  be 
,  s'-(iled  between  the  dominions  of  the  Indians  and 
\   '■  t 


those  of  the  United  States.  Both  parts  of  this 
point  are  considered  by  the  British  Government 
as  a  sine  qua  non  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 

3.  The  revision  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  those  of 
Great  Britain  adjoining  them,  in  North  America. 

4.  The  fisheries,  respecting  which  the  Brit- 
ish Government  will  not  allow  the  people  of 
the  United  States  the  privilege  of  landing  and 
drying  fish,  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain,  without  an  equivalent. 

The  American  Commissioners  were  requested 
to  say  wheiiier  their  instructions  from  their  Gov- 
ernment authorized  them  to  treat  upon  these  sev- 
eral points  ;  and  to  state,  on  their  part,  such  other 
points  as  they  might  be  further  instructed  to  pro- 
pose for  discussion. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  9ih 
August,  on  which  day  the  Commissioners  met 
again. 

The  American  Commissioners,  at  this  meeting, 
stated  that,  upon  the  first  and  third  points  pro- 
posed by  the  British  Commissioners,  they  were 
provided  with  instructions  from  their  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that  on  the  second  and  fourth  of  these 
points,  there  not  having  existed  heretofore  any 
differences  between  the  two  Governments,  they 
had  not  been  anticipated  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  were,  therefore,  not  pro- 
vided for  in  their  instructions.  That,  in  relation 
to  an  Indian  pacification,  they  knew  that  the 
Government  ol  the  United  States  had  appointed 
commissioners  to  treat  of  peace  with  the  Indians  ; 
and  that  it  was  not  improbable  that  peace  had 
been  made  with  them. 

The  American  Commissioners  pre.sented.  as 
further  points  [subjects]  considered  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  as  suitable  for  dis- 
cussion— 

1.  A  definition  of  blockade,  and.  as  far  as  may 
be  agreed,  of  other  neutral  and  belligerent  rights. 

2.  Certain  claims  of  indemnity  to  individuals 
for  captures  and  seizures  preceding  and  subse- 
quent to  the  war. 

3.  They  further  stated  that  there  were  varioas 
other  points,  to  which  their  instruction*  extend- 
ed, which  migiit.  with  propriety,  be  object.*  of 
discussion,  either  in  the  negotiation  of  the  peace 
or  in  that  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  which,  in  the 
case  of  a  propitious  termination  of  the  present 
conferences,  they  were  likewise  authorized  to 
conclude.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  first  and  most  essential  object  of  peace,  they 
had  discarded  every  subject  which  was  not  con- 
sidered peculiarly  connected  with  that,  and  pre- 
sented only  those  points  which  appeared  to  be 
immediately  relevant  to  this  negotiation. 

The  American  Commissioners  expressed  their 
wish  to  receive  from  the  British  Commissioners 
a  statement  of  the  views  and  objects  of  Great 
Britain  upon  all  the  points,  and  their  willingness 
to  discuss  them  all,  in  order  that,  if  no  arrange- 
ment could  be  agreed  to  upon  the  points  not  in 
their  instructions,  which  would  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  powers  committed  to  their  discretion, 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  might  be 
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put  in  poAsessioo  of  the  entire  and  precipe  inten- 
tions of  that  of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  such 
point.<«;  and  that  the  British  Government  mi^ht 
be  fully  informed  of  the  objections,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Sfate.s,  to  any  such  arrangement. 

They,  the  American  Commissioners,  were  ask- 
ed whether,  if  those  of  Great  Britain  sh  uld  enter 
further  upon  the  discussion,  particularly  respect- 
ing the  Indian  boundary,  the  American  Commis- 
sioners could  expect  that  it  would  terminate  by 
some  provisional  arrangement,  which  they  could 
conclude,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  their  Gov- 
ernment? 

They  answered  that,  as  any  arrangement  to 
which  they  could  agree  upon  the  subject  must  be 
without  specific  authority  from  their  Government, 
it  was  not  possible  for  them,  previous  to  discus- 
sion, to  decide  whether  an  article  on  the  subject 
could  be  formed  which  would  be  mutually  satis- 
factory, and  to  which  they  should  think  them- J 
selves,  under  their  discretionary  powers,  justified  I 
in  acceding. 

The  British  Commissioners  declined  entering 
upon  the  discussion,  unless  the  American  Com' 
mis.sioners  would  say  that  they  considered  it 
within  their  discretion  to  make  a  provisional  ar- 
rangement on  the  subject,  conformable  to  the  view 
of  It  prescribed  by  the  British  Government,  and 
proposed  to  adjourn  the  conferences  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consulting  their  own  Government  on  this 
state  of  things. 

TheBritish  Commissioners  were  asked  whether 
it  was  understood,  as  an  effect  of  the  proposed 
boundary  for  the  Indians,  that  the  United  States 
would  be  precluded  from  the  right  of  purchasing 
territory  from  the  Indians  within  that  boundary', 
by  amicable  treaty  with  the  Indians  themselves, 
without  the  consent  of  Great  Britain  ?  And  whe- 
ther it  was  understood  to  operate  as  a  restriction 
upon  the  Indians  for  selling,  by  such  amicable 
treaties,  lands  to  the  United  States,  as  has  been 
hitherto  practised? 

They  answered,  that  it  was  understood  that  the 
Indian  territories  should  be  a  barrier  between  the 
British  possessions  and  those  of  the  United  States; 
that  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  should 
both  be  restricted  from  such  purchases  of  lands; 
but  that  the  Indians  would  not  be  restricted  from 
selling  them  to  any  third  party. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  Wednes- 
day, 10th  August. 

C.  HUGHES,  Jr.. 
Secretary  to  the  Mission  Extraordinary. 


board  merchant  ships  on  the  high  seas,  and  in 
connexion  with  it,  the  right  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  allegiance  of  all  his  native  subjects. 

I      2d.    That  the  peace  be  extended  to  the  Indian 

I  allies  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  boundary  of 
their  territory  be  definitively  marked  out  as  a  per- 

I  manent  barrier  between  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britam  and  the  United  States.     An  arrangement 

I  on  this  subject  to  be  a  sine  qua  non  of  a  Treaty  of 

■  Peace. 

3d.  A  revision  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  British  and  American  Territories,  with  the 
view  to  prevent  future  uncertainty  and  dispute. 

The  British  Commissioners  requested  informa- 
tion whether  the  American  Commissioners  were 
instructed  to  enter  into  negotiation  on  the  above 
points.  But,  before  they  desired  any  answer,  they 
felt  it  right  to  communicate  the  intentions  of'their 
Government  as  to  the  North  American  fisheries 
viz:  that  the  British  Government  did  not  intend 
to  grant  to  the  United  States,  gratuitously,  the 
privileges  formerly  granted  by  treaty  to  them,  of 
fishing  within  the  limits  of  the  British  sovereign- 
ty, and  of  using  the  shores  of  the  British  territo- 
ries for  purposes  connected  with  the  fisheries. 


Protocol  of  Conference,  Auffwt  8,  1814. 

The  British  and  American  Commissioners  hav- 
ing met,  their  full  powers  were  respectively  pro- 
duced, which  were  found  satisfactory,  and  copies 
thereof  were  exchanged. 

The  British  Commissioners  stated  the  follow- 
ing subjects,  as  those  upon  which  it  appeared  to 
them  that  the  discussions  between  themselves 
and  the  American  Commissioners  would  be  like- 
ly to  turn: 

1st,  The  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  from  on 


AUODST  9. 

'  The  meeting  being  adjourned  to  the  9ih  Au- 
gust, the  Commissioners  met  again  on  that  day. 
I  The  American  Commissioners  at  this  meeting 
I  stated  that,  upon  the  first  and  third  points  pro- 
posed by  the  British  Commissioners,  they  were 
provided  with  instructions  from  their  Govern- 
ment; and  that  the  second  and  fourth  of  these 
point*  were  not  provided  for  in  their  instructions. 
That,  in  relation  to  an  Indian  pacification,  they 
knew  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
had  appointed  Commissioners  to  treat  of  peace 
with  the  Indians,  and  that  it  was  not  improbable 
peace  had  been  made  with  them. 

The  American  Commissioners  presented,  as 
further  subjects  considered  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  as  suitable  for  discussion— 
1st.  A  definition  of  blockade,  and,  as  far  as  may 
be  agreed,  of  other  neutral  and  belligerent  rights. 
2d.  Certain  claims  of  indemnity  to  individuals 
for  captures  and  seizures  preceding  and  subse- 
quent to  the  war. 

3d.  They  further  stated  that  there  were  varfous 
other  poirjls  to  which  their  instructions  extended, 
which  might,  with  propriety,  be  objects  of  dis- 
cussion, either  in  the  negotiation  of  the  peace,  or 
in  that  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  which,  in  the 
case  of  a  propitious  termination  of  the  present 
conferences,  they  were  likewise  authorized  to  con- 
clude. That,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
first  and  most  essential  object  of  peace,  they  had 
discarded  every  subject  which  was  not  consider- 
ed as  peculiarly  connected  with  that,  and  pre- 
sented only  those  points  which  appeared  to  be 
immediately  relevant  to  this  negotiation. 

The  American  Commissioners  expressed  their 
wish  to  receive  from  the  British  Commissioners 
a  statement  of  the  views  and  objects  of  Great 
Britain  upon  all  the  points,  and  their  willingness 
to  discuss  them  all. 
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^^ey.  tbe  American  Commissioners,  were  ask- 
rc^yhelher,  if  those  of  Great  Britain  should  enter 
fucti^r  upon  tflis  discu>sion,  particularly  respect- 
jDj^jhe  Indian  boundary,  the  Americatj  Commis- 
?ic|ijFrs  could  expect  that  it   would  terminate  by 

"  provisional  arrangement  which  they  could 

to  the  ratificatioQ  of  their  Gov- 

^iiey  answered  that,  as  any  arrangement  to 
yni  ;kh  they  could  agree  upon  the  subject  must  be 
ivi  ^jout  specific  authority  from  their  Govern- 
IBt  ni- It  was  not  possible  for  them,  previous  to 
i;;hi  ^iscussion,  to  decide  whether  any  article  on 
^h(  subject  could  be  formed  which  would  be  mu- 
Hi)  l|y  satisfactory,  and  to  which  they  should 
til  it  themselves,  under  their  discretionary  pow- 
ers  justified  m  acceding. 

"Jie  meeting  was  adjourned. 

'  ,  True  copy  : 

:     ;;  :  C.  HUGHES.  Jr.. 

• ' :  •  Secretary  of  Legation. 


M*  ;«rs.  Adams,  Bavard,  Clay,  Russell,  and  Gallatin, 
9  :         to  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State. 

1  Ghent,  .4m£t^M9,  1814. 

5iR :  Mr.  Raker,  secretary  to  the  British  mis- 
tuAii  called  UffJO  us  to-day  at  one  o'clock,  and  in- 
ri|'|l  us  to  a  conference  to  be  held  at  three.  This 
)(v^-:  agreed  tu  ;  and  the  British  Commissioners 
ffSi{ed  it  by  Haying  that  they  had  received  their 
'  T^er  instructions  this  morning,  aud  had  not  lost 
j)*rQent  in  requesting  a  meeting  for  the  pur- 
•  I  of  coniinunicaiing  the  deci.-ion  of  their  Gov- 
it.  It  is  proper  to  notice  that  Lord  Cas- 
_h  had  arrived  last  night  in  this  city, 
iice,  It  is  vaid.  he  will  depart  to-morrow,  on 
jvay  to  Brussels  and  Vienna. 
t^e  British  Commissioners  stated  that  tlieir 
.yernment  had  ft-lt  some  surprise  that  we  were 
I  instructed  respecting  the  Indians,  as  it  could 
ijhave  been  expected  that  they  would  leave 
|ir  allies  in  theircomparaiively  weak  silua'ion. 
Ji^sed  to  our  resentment.  Great  Britain  might 
Jt^iiy  have  supposed  that  the  American  Gove'rn- 
|D^n|t  would  have  furDi>hed  us  with  instructions. 
|iL^(iorizing  u.*  to  agree  to  a  poNiiive  article  on 
ihiiubject;  but  the  least  she  could  demand  was, 
|hl|  we  should  sign  a  provisional  article,  admit- 
iit  Ithe  principle,  subject  to  ihe  ratification  of 
VI  iGovernmfnt.  so  that  if  it  should  be  ratified 
ih  Jreaty  should  take  effect;  and  if  not,  that  jt 
fh  Old  be  nuU'.and  void.  On  (jur  assent  or  refusal 
f.a  »jjmit  such 'an  article,  would  depend  the  con- 
ji(  (^Dce  or  sCspension  of  the  negotiation. 
.  ,\s  we  had  represented  that  "the  proposition 
fa,  Je  by  theni  on  that  subject  was  not  sufficiently 
|?}(^licit,  their  Government  had  directed  ihem  to 
^1  4  us  every  necessary  explanation,  and  to  >taie 
♦Jifjnctly  the  hasis  which  must  be  considered  as 


^rjijidispensable  preliminary. 

i\  was  a  siue  qua  noii  that 
jiclud'd    III  the  pacification,  and.  as  incident 


.       I    - — ■  J  • 

a  siJ.e  qua  noii  that  the  Indians  should 


>b^^to,  that  the  bouudaries  of  their  territory 
►tt*l^)ld  be  p»rmanehily  established.  Peace  wiih 
iwjJo^'aD'  was  a  subject  so  simple  as  to  require 


J 


no  comment.  With  respect  lo  the  boundaries 
which  were  to  divide  their  territory  from  that  of 
the  United  States,  the  object  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment was.  that  the  Indians  should  remain  as 
a  permanent  barrier  between  our  western  settle- 
ments and  the  adjacent  British  provinces,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  conterminous  to  each  other; 
and  that  neither  the  United  States  nor  Great  Brit- 
ain should  ever  hereafter  have  the  right  to  pur- 
chase or  acquire  any  part  of  the  territory  thus  re- 
cognised as  belonging  to  the  Indians.  With  regard 
to  the  extent  of  the  Indian  territory  aud  the  boun- 
dary line,  the  British  Government  would  propose 
the  lines  of  the  Greenville  Treaty  as  a  proper  ba- 
sis, subject,  however,  to  discussion  and  modifica- 
tions. 

We  slated  that  the  Indian  territory,  according 
to  these  line*,  would  comprehend  a  great  number 
of  American  citizens;  not  less,  pfrhaps.  than  a 
hundred  thousand  ;  and  asked  what  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  British  Government  respectin<»^ 
them,  and  under  whose  Government  they  would 
fall?  It  was  answered  that  those  settlements 
would  be  taken  into  consideration  when  the  line 
became  a  subject  of  discussion  ;  but  that  such  of 
the  inhabitants  as  would  ultimately  be  included 
within  the  Indian  Territory  must  make  their  own 
arrangements,  and  provide  for  themselves. 

The  British  Commissioners  here  said  that,  con- 
sidering the  importance  of  the  question  we  had  to 
decide,  (that  of  agreeing  lo  a  provisional  article) 
their  Government  had  thought  that  we  should 
also  be  fully  informed  of  Us  views  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  revision  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  tbe 
United  States. 

1st.  Experience  had  proved  that  the  joint  pos- 
session of  the  Lakes,  and  a  right  common  to  both 
nations  to  keep  up  a  naval  force  on  them,  neces- 
sarily produced  collisions,  and  rendered  peace  in- 
secure. As  Great  Britain  could  not  be  supposed 
to  expect  to  make  conquest^  in  that  quarter,  and 
as  that  province  was  essentially  weaker  than  the 
Unitt  d  Slates,  and  exposed  to  invasion,  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  its  security  that  Great  Britain  should 
require  that  the  United  Slates  should  hereafter 
keep  no  armed  naval  force  on  the  western  lakes 
from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Superior,  both  inclu- 
sive; that  they  should  not  erect  any  fortified  or 
military  post  or  establishment  on  the  shores  of 
those  lakes;  and  that  they  should  not  maintain 
those  which  were  already  existing.  This  must, 
they  said,  be  considered  as  a  moderate  demand, 
since  Great  Britain,  if  she  had  not  disclaimed  the 
intention  of  any  increase  of  territory  might,  with 
propriety,  have  a>ked  a  cession  of  the  adjacent 
American  shores.  The  commercial  navigation 
and  intercourse  would  be  left  on  the  same  footing 
as  heretofore.  It  was  expressly  stated  (in  answer 
to  a  question  we  asked)  that  Great  Britain  was 
to  retain  the  right  of  having  an  armed  naval  force 
on  those  lakes,  and  of  holding  military  posts  and 
eslabli>hmenis  on  their  shores. 

2d.  The  boundary  line  west  of  Lake  Superior, 
and  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  to  be  revised  ;  and 
the  treaty-right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  naviga- 
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tion  of  the  Missituippi  to  be  continaed.  When 
asked  whether  they  did  not  mean  ihe  line  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi?  the 
British  Commissioners  repeated,  that  they  meant 
the  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  that  river. 

3d.  A  direct  communication  from  Halitax,  and 
the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  lo  Quebec,  to 
be  secured  to  Great  Britain.  In  answer  to  our 
question,  in  what  manner  this  was  to  be  effected, 
we  were  told  that  it  must  be  done  by  a  cession  to 
Great  Britain  of  that  portion  of  the  District  of 
Maine,  in  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  which  in- 
tervenes between  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec, 
and  prevents  the  direct  communication. 

Reverting  to  the  proposed  provisional  article 
respecting  the  Indian  pacification  and  boundary, 
the  British  Commissioners  concluded  by  stating 
to  us,  that  if  the  conferences  should  be  suspended 
by  our  refusal  to  agree  to  such  an  article,  without 
having  obtained  further  instructions  from  our 
.Government,  Great  Britain  would  not  consider 
herself  bound  to  abide  by  the  terms  which  she 
now  offered,  but  would  be  at  liberty  to  vary  and 
regulate  her  demands  according  to  subsequent 
events,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  slate  of  the 
war,  at  the  time  of  renewing  tbe  negotiations, 
might  warrant. 

We  asked  whether  the  statement  made  re- 
specting the  proposed  revision  of  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  domin- 
ions of  Great  Britain  embraced  all  the  objects 
she  meant  to  bring  forward  for  discussion,  and 
what  were  particularly  her  views  with  respect  to 
Moose  Island,  and  such  other  islands  in  the  bay 
of  Passamaquoddy  as  had  been  in  our  possession 
till  the  present  war,  but  had  been  lately  captured  ? 
We  were  answered  that  those  islands,  belonging 
of  right  to  Great  Britain  fas  much  so,  one  of  tbe 
Commissioners  said,  as  Northamptonshire,)  they 
would  certainly  be  kept  by  her,  and  were  not 
even  supposed  to  be  an  object  of  discussion. 

From  the  forcible  manner  in  which  the  demand 
that  the  United  States  should  keep  no  naval  arm- 
ed force  on  the  Lakes,  nor  any  military  posts  on 
their  shores,  had  been  brought  forward,  we  were 
induced  to  inquire  whether  this  condition  was 
also  meant  as  a  sine  qua  nan  ?  To  this  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners  declined  giving  a  positive  an- 
swer. They  said  that  they  bad  been  sufficiently 
explicit  ;  that  they  had  given  us  one  sine  qua  nan, 
and,  when  we  had  disposed  of  that,  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  give  us  an  answer  to  another. 

We  then  stated  that,  considering  the  nature 
and  importance  of  the  communication  made  this 
day,  we  wished  the  British  Commissioners  to  re- 
duce their  proposals  to  writing  before  we  gave 
them  an  answer.  This  they  agreed  to,  and  prom- 
ised to  send  us  an  official  note  without  delay. 

We  need  hardly  say,  that  the  demands  of  Great 
Britain  will  receive  from  us  an  unanimous  and 
decided  negative.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  detain  the  John  Adams  for  the  purpose  of 
transmitting  lo  you  the  official  notes  which  may 
pass  on  the  subject  and  close  the  negotiation. 
And  we  have  felt  it  our  duty  immediately  to  ap- 
prize you,  by  this  hasty  but  correct  sketch  of  our 


last  conference,  that  there  is  not,  at  present,  any 
hope  of  peace. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
P.  S.  August  20,  1814.— We  have  this  moment 
received  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners, 
which  had  been  promised  to  us,  bearing  date  yes- 
terday, a  copy  of  which  we  have  the  honor  lo 
enclose. 


Note  of  the  British  Commissionert. 

Ghent.  August  19.  1814. 

The  undersigned  Plenipotentiaries  of  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty  do  themselves  the  honor  of  ac- 
quainting the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Ae  United 
States,  that  they  have  commmunicated  to  their 
Court  the  result  of  the  conference  which  they  had 
the  honor  of  holding  with  them  upon  the  9th  in- 
stant, in  which  they  staled  that  they  were  un- 
provided with  any  specific  instructions  as  to  com- 
prehending the  Indian  nations  in  a  treaty  of  peace 
to  be  made  with  Great  Britain,  and  as  to  definincr 
a  boundary  to  the  Indian  territory. 

The  undersigned  are  instructed  to  acquaint  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  having,  at  the  outset  of 
the  negotiation,  with  a  view  to  the  speedy  resto- 
ration of  peace,  reduced,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
number  of  points  to  be  discussed,  and  having  pro- 
fessed themselves  willing  to  forego,  on  some  im- 
portant topics, any  stipulation  to  the  advantage  of 
Great  Britain,  cannot  but  feel  some  surprise  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  State?  should  not 
have  furnished  their  Plenipotentiaries  with  in- 
structions upon  those  points  which  could  hardly 
fail  to  come  under  discussion. 

Under  the  inability  of  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  conclude  any  article  upon  the  subject 
of  Indian  pacification  and  Indian  boundary,  which 
shall  bind  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
HisMajesty'sGovernmentconceive  that  theycao- 
not  give  a  better  proof  of  their  sincere  desire  for 
the  restoration  of  peace  than  by  professing  their 
willingness  to  accept  a  provisional  article  upon 
those  heads,  in  the  event  of  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries considering  themselves  authorized  to 
accede  to  the  general  principles  upon  which  such 
an  article  ought  to  be  founded.  Wiih  a  view  lo 
enable  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  to  decide 
how  far  the  conclusion  of  such  an  article  is  within 
the  limit  of  their  general  discretion,  the  under- 
signed are  directed  to  state  fully  and  distinctly  the 
basis  upon  which  alone  Great  Britain  sees  any 
prospect  of  advantage  in  the  continuance  of  the 
negotiation  at  the  present  time. 

The  undersigned  have  already  had  the  honor 
of  slating  to  the  American  PJenipotentiaties  that, 
in  considering  the  points  above  referred  to  as  a 
sine  qua  nan  of  any  treaty  of  peace,  the  view  of 
the  British  Government  is  the  permanent  tran- 
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.Aty  and  i^ecurity  of  the  lodian   oatioos.  and 

I.  c^  preventioil  of  those  jealousies  and  irritatioos 

t(i|irbich  the  frequeot  alteration   of  the  lodian 

ilifiiits  has  hei^etofore  given  rise.  For  this  purpose 

itji*  indispeoHaWy  necessary   that  the  Indian   na- 

ftJ-us  who  ha^je  been,  during  the  war,  in  alliance 

'    ^         "  '      '  •         •  linaiion  of 


The  undersigned  trust  that  the  full  statement 
w^hich  they  have  made  of  the  views  and  objects 
o»  the  British  Government,  in  requiring  the  pa- 
cification of  the  Indian  nations,  and  a  permanent 
limit  to  their  territories,  will  enable  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries  to  conclude  a  provisional 
article  upon  the  basis  above  stated.  Should  they 
feel  It  necessary  to  refer  to  (he  Government  of  the 

t>J'?^ijv"       "     A.     k'l    r --"  — /  I  United  States  for  further  instructions,  the  under- 

|sli*ild  be  assigned  to  the  Indians,  and  that  the  con-  signed  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  acouaint 
;trj^ting  parties  should  guarantee  the  integrity  of  i  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  that  their  Gov- 
.tli'.V  territory  by  a  mutual  stipulation  not  to  ac-  \  ernment  cannot  be  precluded  by  anything  that 
<qji(e.  bv  pur-hase  or  otherwise^  any  territory  has  passed,  from  varying  the  terras  at  present 
i,in  the  sr>ecial   limits.     The  British   Govern-  !  proposed,  in   such  a  manner  as  the  state  of  the 


^._„.      —  — .- , g   --._   .._.,  ,,, 

i^ch  Great  Britain,  should,  at  the  term 
t.i«  war.  be  included  in  the  pacification. 

ij  IS  equally,  necessary  that  a  definite  boundary 


»« 


iTEJtit  are  willing  to  take  as  the  basis  of  an  article  ,  war,  at  the  time  of  resuming   the  conferences 
nritrfiis  subieri  those  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  '  may.  in  their  Judgment,  render  i   "    '     "  ' 

bjecl  to  modifications,  which  relatp        TKp  iinflor>:.^n^,i  ,.,..'1   .1 

io|t: boundary  line 


iJi  f 


•enville.  subject  to  modifications,  which  rei 


VH  the  undersigned  are  desirous  of  stating  every 
jKi  ut  in  conntfxion  with  the  subject  which  may 
re  'Onably  influence  the  decision  of  the  American 
J*l  t\^)Otentiancs  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
ih  >  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  re- 
p*  A  what  they  have  already  stated,  Great  Britain 
df  ires  the  revision  of  the  frontier  between  her 
)N  r<h  American  dominions  and  those  of  the  Uni- 
te«|  States,  no^with  any  view  to  an  acquisition  of 
ielfftory,  as  st^ch.  but  for  the  purpose  oi  securing 
|ie^  possession*  and  preventing  future  disputes. 
HTie  British.  Government  consider  the  lakes 

;i|  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Superior,  both  inclu- 
j  to   be  ihfc    natural    military    frontier  of  the 

Kish   possessions  m  North  America.     As  the 
ker  Power  on  the  North  American  continent 


may.  in  their  judgment,  render  advisable. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  oc- 
casion to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
United  States  the  assurance  of  their  high  con- 
sideration. GA.MBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN. 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


The  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  to  the  Sec- 
retary  of  State. 

Ghent,  October  25,  1814. 
Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  here- 
with copies  of  all  our  correspondence  with  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  since  the  departure  of 
Mr.  Dallas.  Although  the  negotiation  has  not 
terminated  so  abruptly  as  we  expected  at  that 
period  that  it  would,  we  have  no  reason  to  retract 

..      y  - -•- V : •    '^'^   opinion   which   we  then  expressed,  that   no 

east  capable  ot  acting  offensively,  and   the    hopes  of  peace,  as  likely  to  resu  t  from  it,  could 

t  exposed  to  sudden   invasion,  Great  Britain  i  be  entertained.     It  is  true,  that  the  terrns  wh"ch 

iders  the  military  occupation  of  these  lakes     the  British  Government  had  so  pereraptorilT  pre- 

r,ecessary  to   the   security  of  her  dominions,    scribed  at  that  time  have  been  apparently  kban- 

i^uudary  line  equally  dividing  these  waters,     doned.  and  that  the  .iru:  quanon  then  required  L 

.a   right  r»  each  nation   to  arm,  both   upon    a  preliminary  to  all  discussion   upon  other  topics 

lakes  and  tipon  their  shores,  is  calculated  to    has  been  reduced  to  an  article  securin-  merely  an 

ite  a  content  for  naval  ascendency  in  peace    Indian  pacification,  which  we  have  agreed  to  ac- 

is,*e  I  as   in  war.     The  Power  which  occupies    cept.  subject  to  the  ratification  or  rejection  of  our 

;h  tie  lakes  ihoii  if.  as  a  nprpscarv  rocii  »    k„„„.i.„     r- .        r.    .  ..  j«-wnwu  ui    uur 


ih  *e  lakes  should,  as  a  necessary  result,  have  the 

iniuary  occuj^ation  of  both  shores.     In  further. 

4n|e  of  this  cibject,  the  British    Government  is 

pr*|)ared    lo  propose  a  boundary.     But   as   thi-, 

txi  ;ht  be  misconstrued  as  an   intention  to  extend 

;h,  ir  possessions  to  the  southward  of  the  lakes. 

{W  iich  is  by  (jo  means  the  object  they  have  in 

vnj^.)  they  arc  disposed  to  leave  the  territorial 

faryts  undisturbed,  and  as  incident  to  them   the 

td'-rr'^f'  "«J,'S»"««  of  the  lakes,  provided     ..^.g...  ...,v.ru  u.imeaiateiv  alter  the  accounts 

bjt  the  American  Government  will  stipulate  not    had  been  received   that  a  British  force  had  taken 

.0  jnaintain  orjconstruct  any  fortifications  upon,     possession  of  all  that  part  of  the  State  of  Matl- 

(^rU.thin.  a  limited   distance   of  the  shores,  or    chuset.s  situate  east  of  Penobscot  river     The  Bn 

VcJ-Jtain  or  construct  any  armed  vessels  upon  the    itsh  Plenipotentiaries  have  invariably  referred  to 

Ini^t  '"  qaest.j,n.  or  in  the   rivers  which  empty     their  Government  every  note  received  from  us 

and  waited  the  return  of  their  messenger  before 
they  have  transmuted  to  us  their  answer,  and  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  correspondence,  as  well  as  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted  on   the 


Government.  But  you  will  perceive  that  our  re- 
quest for  the  exchange  of  a  project  of  a  treaty 
has  been  eluded,  and  that,  in  their  last  note,  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  have  advanced  a*  de- 
mand not  only  new  and  inadmissible,  but  totally 
incompatible  with  their  uniform  previous  decla- 
rations that  Great  Britain  had  no  view  10  this 
negotiation  to  any  acquisition  of  territory.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  this  new  pretension  was 
brought  forward  immediately  after  the  accounts 


latJiitselves  int^>  the  same. 

•  iji'this  can  1^  adjusted,  there  will  then  remain 
for^ljscussion  tbe  arrangement  of  the  Northwest- 
erly boundary  'between  Lake   Superior  and   the    manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted^oir  I'li; 


s,^J<^i^a  variaiiijn  of  the  line  of  frontier  as  may 
sfcjjie  a  directj  communication  between  Quebec 
i 


a'ot; 


Halifax. 


convince  us  that  their  object  has  been  delay  ;  their 
motives  for  this  policy  we  presume  lo  have  been 
to  keep  the  alternative  of  peace,  or  of  a  protracted 
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war  in  their  own  hands,  until  the  general  arrange- 
ment of  European  affairs  should  be  accomplished 
at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  and  until  they  could 
avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  which  they 
have  anticipated  from  the  success  of  their  arms 
during  the  present  campaign  in  America. 

Although  the  Sovereigns  who  had  determined 
to  be  present  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna  have 
been  already  several  weeks  assembled  there,  it 
does  not  appear  by  the  last  advices  from  that 
place  that  the  Congress  has  been  formally  opened. 
On  the  contrary,  by  a  declaration  from  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  Powers,  who  were  parlies  to 
the  peace  of  Paris  of  30th  of  May  last,  the  open- 
ing of  the  Congress  appears  to  have  been  post- 
poned to  the  1st  of  November.  A  memorial  is 
said  to  have  been  presented  by  the  French  Am- 
bas.sador,  Talleyrand,  in  which  it  is  declared  that 
France,  having  returned  to  her  boundaries  in 
1792,  can  recognise  none  of  the  aggrandizements 
of  the  other  great  Powers  of  Europe  since  that 
period,  although  not  intending  to  oppose  them 
oy  war. 

These  circumstances   indicate   that   the  new 
basis  for  the  political  system  of  Europe  will  not 
be  so  speedily  settled  as  had  been  expected.     The  | 
principle  thus  assumed  by  France  is  very  exten-  I 
sive  in  its  effects,  and  opens  a  field  for  negoiia-  I 
lion  much  wider  than  had  been  anticipated.    We  ' 
think  It  does  not  promise  an  aspect  of  immediate  ' 
tranquillity  to   this   Continent,  and   that  it   will 
disconcert  particularly  the  measures  which  Great 
Britain  has  been  taking  with  regard  to  the  future 
destination  of  this  country,  among  others,  and  to 
which  she  has  attached  apparently  much  impor- 
tance. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect, 
sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 

J.  A.  BAYARD. 

HENRY  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  James  Monroe, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Referred  to  in  the  despatch  of  October  25,  1814.] 
The  American  to  the  British  Minitters. 

Ghent.  August  24,  1814. 
The  undersigned  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
and  Extraordinary,  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  have  given  to  the  official  note  which 
they  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries,  the  delib- 
erate attention  which  the  importance  of  its  con- 
tents required,  and  have  now  that  of  transmit- 
ting to  them  their  answer  on  the  several  points 
to  which  it  refers. 

They  would  present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  that  Lord  Castlereagh. 
in  his  letter  of  the  4th  November,  1813.  to  the 
American  Secretary  of  State,  pledges  the  faith 
of  the  British  Government,  that  ••  they  were  will- 
ing to  enter  into  discussion  with  the  Government 
of  America  for  the  conciliatory  adjustment  of 


the  differences  subsisting  between  the  two  States 
with  an  earnest  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  thetn 
to  a  favorable  issue,  upon  principles  of  perfect 
reciprocity,  not  inconsistent  with  the  established 
maxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the  maritime 
rights  of  the  British  empire."  This  fact  alone 
might  suffice  to  show,  that  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  expected  that  the  American  Government,  in 
acceding  to  this  proposition,  should  have  ex- 
ceeded Its  terras,  and  furnished  the  undersigned 
with  instructions  authorizing  thera  to  treat  witlr 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  respecting  the  In- 
dians situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  That  such  expectation  was  not  en- 
tertained by  (he  British  Government  might  also 
have  been  inferred  from  the  explicit  assurances 
which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  gave  on  the 
part  of  their  Government,  at  the  first  conference 
which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  of  >>oldinf» 
with  ihem,  that  no  events  subsequent  to  the  fifs* 
proposals  for  this  negotiation  had,  in  any  manser,, 
varied  either  the  disposition  of  the  British  Got-- 
ernment,  that  it  might  terminate  in  a  peace  hon- 
orable to  both  parties,  or  the  terms  upon  which 
they  would  be  willing  to  conclude  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  differences  which 
unhappily  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  and  which  ultimately  led  to 
the  present  war.  were  wholly  of  a  maritime  na- 
ture, arising  principally  from  the  British  Orders 
in  Council  in  relation  to  blockades,  and  from  the 
impressment  of  mariners  on  board  of  American 
vessels.  The  boundary  of  the  Indian  territory 
had  never  been  a  subject  of  difference  between 
the  two  countries.  Neither  the  principles  of  re- 
ciprocity, the  maxims  of  public  law,  nor  the 
maritime  rights  of  the  British  empire,  could  re- 
quire the  permanent  establishment  of  such  bound- 
ary. The  novel  pretensions  now  advanced  could 
no  more  have  been  anticipated  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  forming  instruc- 
tions for  this  negotiation,  than  they  seem  to  have 
been  contemplated  by  tliat  of  Great  Britain  in 
November  last  in  proposing  it.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  note  makes  the  termination  of  the  war  to 
depend  on  a  conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  dif- 
ferences then  subsisting  between  the  two  States, 
and  on  no  other  condition  whatever. 

Nor  could  the  American  Government  have 
foreseen  that  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  obtain 
peace  for  the  Indians  residing  within  the  domin- 
ions of  the  United  Slates,  whom  she  had  induced 
to  take  part  with  her  in  the  war,  would  demand 
that  they  should  be  made  parties  to  the  treaty 
between  the  two  nations;  or  that  the  boundaries 
of  their  lands  should  be  permanently  and  irrevo- 
cably fixed  by  that  treaty.  Such  a  proposition  is 
contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of  pub- 
lic law,  and  to  the  practice  of  all  civilized  na- 
tions, particularly  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  founded  on  reciprocity ; 
it  IS  unnecessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  object 
which  it  professes  to  have  in  new. 

No  maxim  of  public  law  has  hitherto  been 
more  universally  established  among  the  Powers 
of  Europe  possessing  territories  in  America,  and 
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I  

ere  is  non*-  to  which  Great  Britain  has  more  !  between  the  United  Slates  and  alUb'ose  tribes^ 
!^  ..forraly  aed  inflexibly  adhered  than  that  of  but  also  among  those  tribes  themselve!  fir  .' 
I  I   ffermg  no  interposition  of  a  foreign  Power  in  I  longer  period  ol  lime  than  ever  had  been  known 

'    t       <*    rata  r  mna  •  Kaf  nr£iAn      fhz*     a  <^  b- n  #^  ..^  I  .^.1  ^,.  .1       O i    „ ;  _^  _  -.1.  r»  '  »  -  "vtii     AIJUWIl 

■  since    the   first    seitleraent   of    North    America 
Against  those   Indians   the   United    States  have 

I  neither  interest  nor  inclinalion  to  continue  the 
war.  They  have  nothing  to  ask  of  them  but 
peace.  Commissioners  on  their  part  have  been 
appointed  to  conclude  it.  and  an  armistice  was 
actually  made  last  Autumn  with  most  of  those 
tribes.  The  British  Government  may  again 
have  induced  some  of  them  to  lake  their  side  in 
the  war;  but  peace  with  them  will  necessarily 
follow  immediately  a  peace  with  Great  Britain 
To  a  provisional  article  similar  to  what  has  been 

*^Jk  ^1         '    •  L        ■'","-". I  s"P"lated  'n  some  former  treaties,  engarrine  that 

.^hes  now  tjo  dispose  IS  within  the  dominions  of  I  each  party  will  treat  for  the  Indians  within  its 
-tj  United  Iplates  was  solemnly  acknowledged  territories,  include  them  in  the  peace  and  use  ' 
;l| -herself  in. ihe  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  which    best  endeavors  •  '         -        ' 


t  , ft  relations ;between  the  acknowledged  Sover- 
jejn  of  the  'xerritory  and  the  Indians  situated 
It  >^D  it.     Without  the  admission  of  ihis  princi- 

y  [i  there  wojld  be  no  intelligible  meaning  at- 
it  ibed    to   stipulations   establishing    boundaries 

i  tfWeen  the  "dominions  in  America  of  civilized 
III  (iions,  possessing  territories  inhabited  by  Indian 
:  t;  i(>es.  Wiia^ever  may  be  the  relations  of  Indians 
;t  .the  naiioij  in  whose  territory  they  are  thus 
5 a  lijnowledgejl  to  reside,  they  cannot  be  consid- 
»e  ;-4  as  an  independent  Power  by  the  nation 
;T^ch  has  rajide  such  an  acknowledgment. 
4'phat    the  'territory    of  which    Great    Britain 


'.iblished  ifieir  boundaries,  and  by  which  she 
tfoquished  Jail  claims  to  the  government,  pro- 
fijjty,  and  irrritorial  rights  within  those  bound- 
fips.  No  ccndiiion  respecting  ihe  Indians  resid- 
there  was  inserted  in  that  treaty.     No  stipu- 


....  '"  prevent  them  from  committing 

hostiliiies  against  ihe  citizens  or  subjects  of  the 
other  party,  the  undersigned  might  assent,  and 
rely  on  the  approbation  and  ratification  of  their 
Government.     They  would,  al^o,  for  the  purpose 

i,  .T  ,    T        , J-     "" -"p"- 1  ol  securing  the  duration  of  peace,  and  to  prevent 

lat|on  similar  to  that  now  proposed  IS  to  be  found  I  collisions   which   might   inierrupt   it,   propose  a 

l|{jany  treaty^  made  by  Great  Britain,  or,  within    stipulation  which  should  preclude  the  sSbiec  s  or 

|t|.r  knowledge  of  the  undersigned,  by  any  other    citizens  of  each  nation,  respectively!  from  trad- 

l^'k^'i   J-    ;  .    u     r         .  •   .   ^  '"S  ^''*'  '^^  Indians  rending  in  the' lerritorv  of 

In  IJ  nl     r    ''^?  '^'^^^*''^'?^  Great  Britain  pro-    the  other.     But  to  surrender'  both  the  r?ghtl  of 

Jpj^^s^now  toMipulate,  have  themselves  acknowl-    sovereignty  and  of  soil  over  nearly  one-third  of 


!*  fil,}^'"  '^^['"'1^^^;  "^J^^^  Greenville  Treaty  |  the  terruorial  dominions  of  the'Unite"d"^siale"s  I'd 
.0  >79d  to  which  the  British  Pienipoieniiaries  i  a  number  of  Indians,  not  probably  eiceedm° 
}h    ve  alludedi  it  is  exnres.s  v  snnn  nt..,t    „,^a   .Ko     !„,«.,., .,  .k„ .i    .t-_._j       ^      .       '    eicceumg 


}h  >e  alluded^  it  is  expressly  stipulated,  and  the 
ic  Ordition  ha«  been  confirmed  by  every  subse- 
•  q  ^nt  treaty.:5o  late  as  the  year  1810.  "that  the 
>Ii  Jpan  tribe.s  ihall  quietly  enjoy  their  lands,  huiit- 
xii  {,  plantingj  and  dwelling  thereon  so  long  as 
s'll  -IT  please,  without  any  molestation  from'the 
I  i^ied  Siatei;  but  that  when  those  tribes,  or  any 
o  ihem.  shalr  be  disposed  to  sell  their  lands,  ihey 
iaf-'^to  be  sold  only  to  the  United  States;  that 
jU  .{il  such  saL«?,  the  United  States  will  protect  all 
■ta^said  Indian  tribes  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
•tle^r  lands  srgainst  all  citizens  of  the  United 
l%tes.  and  a^^ainst  all  other  while  persons  who 
•Ht#ude  on  thv  same;  and  that  the  said  Indian 
jtrJUs  again  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  under 
,lfte  protectioii  of  the  said  United  States,  and  of 
"Tplher  Pow^'r  whatever." 

•That  theit^  is  no  reciprocity  in  the  proposed 
si.fulaiion  13  ^vident.  In  prohibiting  Great  Brit- 
a,  ";and  the  United  States  from  purchasing  lands 
^w  ijnin  a  pau  ol  the  dominions  of  the  latter 
jF  yrer,  while  it  professes  lo  take  from  Great 
b'  P'"  *  P'''»ilege  which  she  had  not,  it  actually 
Jd.  pVives  the  United  States  of  a  right  exclusively 
p  jngiog  to  Uiem. 

i  :  ijhe  proposition  is  also  utterly  unnecessary  for 
ih  Jjurpose  oC obtaining  a  pacitication  for  the  In- 
di  ;|s  residing;  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
P*|es.     The  undersigned  have  already  had  the 


twenty  thousand,  the  undersigned  are  so  far  froiu 
being  instructed  or  authorized  that  they  assure 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  that  any  arrange- 
ment for  that  purpose  would  be  instantaneously 
rejected  by  their  Government. 

Not  only  has  this  extraordinary  demand  been 
made  a  ame  qua  non,  to  be  admiited  without  dis- 
cussion, and  as  a  preliminary  basis,  but  it  i.s  ac- 
companied by  others  equally  ioadmissible,  which 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  state  to  be  so  con- 
nected with  it  that  they  may  reasonably  influ- 
ence  the  decision  of  the  undersigned  upon  it 
yet  leaving  them  uninformed  how  far  those  other 
demands  may  also  be  insisted  on  as  indispensable 
conditions  of  a  peace. 

As  little  are  the  undersigned  instructed  or  em- 
powered to  accede  to  the  propositions  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  relation  to  ihe  military  occu- 
pation of  the  webtern  lakes.  If  they  have  found 
the  proposed  interference  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
concerns  of  the  Indians  residing  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  utterly  incompatible  with  any  estab- 
lished maxim  of  public  law.  they  are  no  less  at 
a  loss  to  discover  by  what  rule  of  perfect  reci- 
procity the  United  Slates  can  be  required  to  re- 
nounce their  equal  right  of  maintaining  a  naval 
force  upon  those  lakes,  and  of  fortifying  their 
own  shores,  while  Great  Britain  reserves  exclu- 
sively the  corresponding  rights  to  herself. 


A\  "-J  -b...d  fro.  ,h.  ,ear  ,795,  .o^Zy  \  leJ  Srat;  .he^r/de," ,  oTbe'rve'-.'i'bfio'^S;: 
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tT.  of  ?^  f  ^  i"  '^V^  r'*  '^*  '^^''•fi"-  I  >njunous  and  degrading.  It  is  impossible,  in  the 
tionof  the  shores,  and  to  the  lorces  actually  |  natural  course  of  events,  that  she  should  not 
kept  on  foot  upon  those  frontiers,  they  believe  ,  at  the  first  favorable  opportunity,  recur  to  arms' 
the  superiority  to  have  always  been  on  the  side  j  for  the  recovery  of  her  territory,  of  her  rightsTf 
of  Great  Britain.  If  the  proposal  to  dismantle  :  her  honor.  Instead  of  settling  existin<T  differences 
the  lorts  upon  her  shores,  strike  forever  her  mili-  |  such  a  peace  would  only  create  new  causes  of 
tary  flag  upon  the  Lakes,  and  lay  her  whole  fron-  }  war,  sow  the  seeds  of  a  permanent  hatred  and 
tier  defenceless  in  the  presence  of  her  armed  and    lay  the  foundation  of  hostilities  for  an  indefinite 


fortified  neighbor,  had  proceeded  not  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  United  States,  but  from  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain,  the  undersigned  may 
safely  appeal  to  the  bosoms  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  for  the  feelings  with 
which,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  interests  but  to 
the  honor  of  their  nation,  they  would  have  re- 
ceived such  a  proposal.     What  would  Great  Brit- 


period. 

Essentially  pacific,  from  her  political  institu- 
tions, from  the  habits  of  her  citizens,  from  her 
physical  situation,  America  reiuctanily  engaged 
in  the  war.  She  wishes  for  peace,  but  she  wishes 
for  It  upon  those  terms  of  reciprocity  honorable 
to  both  countries,  which  can  alone  render  it  per- 
manent.    The    causes   of  the   war   between    the 


'.'-.-—■  ,       — , -.  •^...      ...-^vuw      M.u'^    ..ou;5<r3   ui    lilt;   war    Dctweeu    the 

am  hersell  say,  if,  in  relation  to  another  frontier.  |  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain  havincr  disan- 
where   she   has   the  acknowledged  superiorly  of  '  peared,  by  the  maritime   pacifications  of  Eurone 
strength,  it  were  proposed    that    she  should   be  j  the  Government  of  the  United   States  does  not 
reduced  to  a  condition  even  of  equality  with  the  |  desire  lo  continue  it  in  defence  of  abstract  nrin 
United  Stales?  I  c.ples,  which  have,  for  the  present,  ceased  to  have 

Ihe  undersigned  further  perceive  that,  under  |  any  practical  effect.  The  undersigned  have  been 
the  alleged  purpose  of  opening  a  direct  commu-  ;  accordingly  instructed  to  agree  to  us  termination 
mcation  between  two  of  the  British  provinces  in  both  parties  restoring  whatever  territory  thcv 
America,  the  British  Government  require  a  ces- |  may  havetaken, and  both  reservingall  their  rights 
sion  of  territory,  forming  a  part  of  one  of  the  j  in  relation  to  their  respective  seamen.  To  rnake 
States  of  the  American  Union  ;  and  that  they  ■  the  peace  between  the  two  nations  solid  and  per- 
propose  withoiit  purpose  specifically  alleged,  to  :  manent,  the  undersigned  were  also  instrucied 
draw  the  boundary  line  westward,  not  from  ihe  i  and  have  been  prepared  to  enter  into  the  most 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  as  it  now  is.  but  from  Lake  '  amicable  discussion  of  all  those  points  on  which 


Superior.  It  must  be  perfectly  immaterial  to 
the  United  Stales  whether  the  object  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  demanding  the  dismember- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  is  lo  acquire  territory 


differences  or  uncertainty  had  existed,  and  which 
might  hereafter  tend,  in  any  degree  whatever,  to 
interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two  countries,  with- 
out, however,  making  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 


,  '  •"  •"  "^«i-'>»-  '<-!  inwi  J     v/«i,  wwTTt^ici,  luatLiu^  I  lie  cuuciusion  01  me  peace 

as  such,  or  for  purposes  less  liable  in  the  eyes  of   at  all  dejwnd  upon  a  successful  result  of  the  dis- 
Ihe  world  to  be  ascribed  lo  the  desire  of  acgran-    cussion. 


dizement.  Whatever  the  motive  may  be.  and 
with  whatever  consistency  views  of  conquest 
may  be  disclaimed,  while  demanding  for  herself 
or  for  the  Indians  a  cession  of  territory  more  ex- 
tensive than  the  whole  island  of  Great  Britain, 
the  duty  marked  out  for  the  undersigned  is  the 
same.  They  have  no  authority  lo  cede  any  part 
of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  to  no 
stipulation  to  that  effect  will  they  subscribe. 

The  conditions  proposed  by  Great  Britain  have 
no  relation  to  the  subsisting  differences  between 
the    two  countries;    they  are  inconsistent   with 


It  IS,  therefore,  with  deep  regret,  that  the  un- 
dersigned have  seen  that  other  views  are  enter- 
tained by  the  British  Government,  and  that  new 
and  unexpected  pretensions  are  raised,  which,  if 
persisted  in,  must  oppose  an  insuperable  obstacle 
to  a  pacification.  It  is  not  necessary  to  refer  such 
demands  to  the  American  Government  for  its 
instruction.  They  will  only  be  a  fit  subject  of 
deliberation  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  decide 
upon  the  expediency  of  an  absolute  surrender  of 
national  independence. 

The  undersigned  request  the  British  Plenipo- 


1  I   J      1 '.   ,    ^    "       ..•».vr..a..-iv.iiv    T»n.i.  I       •.•.!,   uuucisigiitru  icquesi  iiie  Driiisn  rienipo- 

acknowiedged  principles  of  public  law;  they  are  |  tentiaries  to  accept   the  assurance  of  their  high 
founded  neither  on  reciprocity,  nor  on  any  of  the    consideration 


usual  bases  of  negotiation,  neither  on  that  of  un 
possidetis  nor  of  status  ante  bellum.  They  would 
inflict  the  most  vital  injury  on  the  United  States, 
by  dismembering  their  territory,  by  arre>ting 
their  natural  growth  and  increase  of  population, 
and  by  leaving  their  Northern  and  Western  fron- 
tier equally  exposed  to  British  invasion  and  to 
Indian  aggression  ;  they  are,  above  all,  dishonor- 
able to  the  United  States,  in  demanding  from 
ihetn  to  abandon  territory  and  a  portion  of  their 
citizens;  to  admit  a  foreign  interference  in  their 
domestic  concerns,  and  to  cease  to  exercise  their 
natural  rights  on  their  own  shores  and  in  their 
own  waters.  A  treaty  concluded  on  such  terms 
would  be  but  an  armistice.  It  cannot  be  supposed 
that  America  would  long  submit  to  conditions  so 


JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY. 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
To  the  Plenipotentiaries 

of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  ^c. 


From  the  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 
Ghent.  September  i,  1814. 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries, dated  the  24tb  ultimo. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  the  undersigned 
observe,  both  in  (he  tone  and   substance  of  the 
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le  note,  sd  little  proof  of  any  disposition  on 
^art  of  theiGovernraent  of  the  United  States 
:)ter  into  an  amicable  discussion  of  the  ser- 
points  sutiTiJtted  by  the  undersigned  in  their 
foi^.ier  coDimbnication.  The  undersiened  are 
<ctly  awarr  that,  in  bringing  forward  those 
;ls  lor  consideration,  and  stating  with  so  much 
fral^kness  as  ihiey  did.  the  views  with  which  they 
w<W'?  proposetc,  they  departed  from  ihe  usual 
coAse  of  neg(4xiations.  by  disclosing  all  the  ob- 
jeias  of  their  Qovernment  while  those  which  the 
Arl'jrican  Government  had  in  view  were  with- 
he^  ;  but  in  so  doing  they  were  principally  actu- 
aUS  by  a  sincre  desire  of  bringing  the  negotia- 
tion ias  soon  a<i  possible  to  a  favorable  termina- 
tiol  and  in  scrae  measure,  by  their  willingness 
tjj  I  imply  with  the  wishes  expressed  by  the  Ame- 
rican Plenipoti-ntiaries  themselves. 
'  las  perfectly  true  that  the  war  between  His 
M*csty  and  the  United  States  was  declared  bv 
th(*itttter  Powir.  upon  the  pretence  of  maritime 
rjgf  |s.  alleged  :o  be  asserted  by  Great  Britain,  and 
di:^>wted  by  the*  United  States. 

1  the  war  t^us  declared  by  the  United  Slates 
ha  ibeen  carrjed  on  by  them  for  objects  pure- 
ly ,f  a  mariii«ie  nature,  or  if  the  attack  which 
ha.  teen  madejon  Canada  had  been  made  tor  the 
j'U  p^e  of  diversion,  or  in  the  way  of  defence 
stg;  i^st  the  Bj-iiish  forces  in  that  quarter,  any 
qu  -<ion  as  to.the  boundaries  of  Canada  might 
hi'  rt  been  eon'.«idered  as  unnecessary  ;  but  it  is 
Doi  I'ious  to  the  whole  world  that  the  conquest 
cf  ';*nada.  and  it^i-permanent  annexation  to  the 
Uc  ed  Slates,  was  the  declared  object  of  the 
At  iTTican  (Jovernment,  If,  in  consequence  of  a 
dit  |fent  course  of  events  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
ro] (jHis  Majesty's  Government  had  been  unable 
to  i^nforce  the  British  armies  in  Canada,  and  the 
Uij  fd  States  tiad  obtained  a  decided  superiority 
in  fiat  quarter,  is  there  any  person  who  doubts 
tb;g  ^hey  would  have  availed  themselves  of  their 
satr\tion    tci  obtain  on  the   side  of  Canada  im- 


quluion  and  aj:grandizen)enf  to  the  extent  of  an- 
ttelng  entire  provinces  to  their  dominions,  and 
is  «js  Majestjr  to  be  precluded  from  availing 
hiiXielfof  hisineans,  so  far  as  they  will  enable 
ItiiJ.to  retain  those  points  which  the  valor  of 
Ijr    i*,h  arms  Diay  have  placed  in  his  power,  be 


aV«  ^ed  at  any  period  antecedent  to  that  of  the 
r'-v  Lutionary  Government  of  France. 
,1  the  policy^of  the  United  States  had  been  es- 
s^n  '$lly  pa?ific.  as  ihe  American  Plenipotenti- 
a'ii  :assert  it  jught  to  be.  from  their  political 
ins  liiitions,  frctm  the  habits  of  their  citizens,  and 
fioi  their  phy»;ical  situation,  it  might  not  have 
bee"  necessary  lo  propose  the  precautionary  pro 
vjsyns  now  under  discussion.  "" 
a^  »ist,  the  America 


i 


influenced  by  a  ?ery  different  policy,  by  a  spirit 
of  aggrandizement  not  necessary  to  their  own 
security,  but  increasing  with  the  extent  of  their 
empire,  has  been  too  clearly  manifested  by  their 
progressive  occupation  of  the  Indian  territories, 
by  the  acquisition  of  Loui.xiana,  by  the  more  re- 
cent attempt  to  wre>t  by  force  of  arms  from  a 
nation  in  amity  the  two  Florida*,  and.  lastly,  by 
the  avowed  intention  of  permanently  annexing 
the  Canadas  to  the  United  States. 

If.  then,  the  security  of  the  Britis^JVorth  Ame- 
rican dominions  requires  any  sacrifices  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  ihey  must  be  ascribed 
to  the  declared  policy  of  that  Government  in  ma- 
king the  war  not  one  of  self-defence,  nor  for  the 
redress  of  grievances,  real  or  pretended,  but  a  part 
of  a  system  of  conquest  and  aggrandizement. 

The  British  Government,  in  its  present  situa- 
tion. IS  bound  in  duty  to  endeavor  to  .secure  its 
North  American  dominions  against  those  at- 
tempts at  conquest  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment have  avowed  to  be  a  principle  of  their  pol- 
icy, and  which,  as  such,  will  undoubtedly  be  re- 
newed whenever  any  succeeding  war  between 
the  two  countries  shall  afford  a  prospect  of  re- 
newing them  with  success. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  that  the 
military  possession  of  the  lakes  from  Lake  Ontario 
to  Lake  Superior  should  be  secured  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, because  the  command  of  those  lakes  would 
afford  to  the  American  Government  the  means  of 
commencing  a  war  in  the  heart  of  Canada,  and 
because  the  command  of  them,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  has  been  shown,  by  experience, 
to  be  attended  with  no  insecurity  to  the  United 
States. 

When  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  Powers 
in  North  America  is  considered,  it  should  be  rec- 
ollected that  the  British  dominions  in  that  quar- 
ter do  not  contain  a  population  of  five  hundred 
thousand  souls,  whereas  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  contains  a  population  of  more  than 
seven  millions;  that  the  naval  resources  of  the 
United  States  are  at  hand  for  attack,  and  the  na- 
val resources  of  Great  Britain  are  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  military  possession  of  those  lakes  is  not, 
therefore,  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  proposal  for  allowing  the  territories  on  the 
southern  banks  of  the  lakes  above  mentioned  to 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates,  provided  no  fortifications 
should  be  erected  on  the  shores,  and  no  armament 
permitted  on  the  wattrs,  has  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  manifesting  that  security,  and  not  ac- 
quisition of  territory,  is  the  object  of  the  British 
Government,  and  that  they  have  no  desire  to 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  commerce 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  be 
desirous  of  carrying  on  upon  the  Lakes,  in  time 
of  peace. 

The  undersigned,  with  the  anxious  wish  to 
rectify  all  misunderstanding,  have  thus  more  fully 

brought 
former 


cussion.    That,oflate  years    explained  the  grounds  upon  which  they  \ 
n   Government  have  been  •  forward  the  propositions  contained  in  their 
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note,  respecting  the  bouodaries  of  the  British  do- 
minions in  North  America. 

They  do  not  wish  to  insist  upon  them  beyond 
what  the  circumstances  may  fairly  require.  They 
are  ready  amicably  to  discuss  the  details  of  them, 
with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  any  modifications 
which  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  or  their 
Government,  may  have  to  suggest,  if  they  are  not 
incompatible  with  the  object  itself. 

With  respect  lo  the  boundary  of  the  District 
of  Maine,  and  that  of  the  Northwestern  frontier 
of  the  United  States,  the  undersigned  were  not 
prepared  to  anticipate  the  objections  contained 
in  the  note  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries, 
'•that  they  were  instructed  to  treat  for  the  revis- 
ion of  their  boundary  lines."  with  the  statement 
which  they  have  subsequently  made,  that  they 
had  no  authority  to  cede  any  part,  however  insig- 
nificant, of  the  territory  of  the  United  States; 
although  the  proposal  left  it  open  to  them  to  de- 
mand an  equivalent  for  such  cession,  either  in 
frontier  or  otherwise. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  must  be  aware 
that  the  boundary  of  tlie  District  of  Maine  has 
never  been  correctly  ascertained  ;  that  the  one 
asserted  at  present  by  the  American  Government, 
by  which  the  direct  communication  between 
Halifax  and  (iuebec  becomes  interrupted,  was 
not  in  contemplation  ol  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries who  concluded  the  treaty  of  1783;  and 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  territory  in  question 
is  actually  unoccupied. 

The  undersigned  are  persuaded  that  an  arrange- 
ment on  this  point  might  be  easily  made,  if  en- 
tered into  with  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  with- 
out any  prejudice  to  the  interests  of  the  district 
in  question. 

As  the  necessity  for  fixing  M)me  boundary  for 
the  Northwestern  frontier  has  been  mutually  ac- 
knowledged, a  proposal  for  a  discussion  on  that 
subject  cannot  be  considered  as  a  demand  for  a 
cession  of  territory,  unless  the  United  States  are 
prepared  to  assert  that  there  is  no  limit  to  their 
territory  in  that  direction,  and,  that  availing 
themselves  of  the  geographical  error  upon  which 
that  part  of  the  treaty  ol  17b3  was  formed,  they 
will  acknowledge  no  boundary  whatever  ;  then, 
unquestionably,  any  proposition  to  fix  one,  be  it 
what  It  may,  must  be  considered  as  demanding  a 
large  cession  of  territory  from  the  United  States. 

Is  the  American  Government  prepared  to  as- 
sert such  an  unlimited  right,  so  contrary  to  the 
evident  intention  of  the  treaty  itself?  Or.  is  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  understand  that  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  are  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge the  boundary  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  (the  arrangement  made 
by  a  convention  in  1S03,  but  not  ratified.)  as  that 
by  which  their  Government  is  ready  to  abide  ? 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  are  instructed  to 
accept  favorably  such  a  proposition,  or  to  discuss 
any  other  line  of  boundary  which  may  be  sub- 
mitted for  consideration. 

It  IS  with  equal  astonishment  and  regret  the 
undersigned  find  that  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  not  only  declined   signing  any  pro- 


visional article  by  which  the  Indian  nations  who 
have  taken  part  with  Great  Britain  in  the  present 
contest  may  be  included  in  the  peace,  and  may 
bave  a  boundary  assigned  to  them,  but  have  also 
thought  proper  to  express  surprise  at  any  propo- 
sition on  the  subject  having  been  advanced. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  state  that  their 
Government  could  not  have  expected  such  a  dis- 
cussion, and  appear  resolved  at  once  to  reject  any 
proposition  on  this  head,  representing  it  as  a  de- 
mand contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of 
public  law,  tantamount  to  a  cession  cf  one-third 
of  the  territorial  dominions  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  required  to  be  admitted  without  discussion.  ' 

The  proposition  which  is  thus  represented  is, 
that  the  Indian  nations  which  have  been,  during 
the  war,  in  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  should*, 
at  Its  termination,  be  included  in  the  ]>acification' 
and  with  a  view  to  their  permanent  tranquillity 
and  security,  that  the  British  Government  is  wil- 
ling to  lake  as  a  basis  of  an  article  on  the  subject 
ol  a  boundary  lor  those  nations,  the  stipulations 
which  the  American  Government  contracted  in 
1795.  subject,  however,  to  modifications. 

After  the  declaration  publicly  made  lo  these 
Indian  nations  by  the  Governor  General  of  Can- 
ada, that  Great  Britain  would  not  desert  them, 
could  the  American  Government  reatly  persuade 
itself  that  no  proposition  relating  to  those  nations 
would  be  advanced;  and  did  Lord  Castlereagh's 
note  of  the  4th  of  November,  1813,  imply  so  great 
a  sacrifice  of  honor,  or  exclude  from  discussion 
every  subject  excepting  what  immediately  re- 
lated to  the  maritime  questions  referred  to  in  it  ? 

Wfien  the  undersigned  assured  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  anxious  wish  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  that  the  negotiation  might  ter- 
minate in  a  peace  honorable  to  both  parlies,  it 
could  not  have  been  imagined  that  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  would  thence  conclude  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  was  prepared  to  aban- 
don the  Indian  nations  to  their  fate  ;  nor  could  it 
have  been  foreseen  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  bave  considered  it  as  derogatory  to 
its  honor  to  admit  a  proposition  by  which  the 
tranquillity  of  those  nations  might  be  secured. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  yet  to  learn 
that  It  IS  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles 
o(  public  law  to  include  allies  in  a  negotiation 
for  peace,  or  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
all  civilized  nations  to  propose  that  a  provision 
should  be  made  for  their  future  security. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville  established  the  boun- 
daries between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian 
nations.  The  American  Plenipotentiaries  must 
be  aware  that  the  war,  which  has  since  broken 
out,  has  abrogated  that  treaty.  Is  it  contrary  to 
the  established  principles  of  public  iaw  for  the 
British  Government  to  propose,  on  behalf  of  its 
allies,  that  this  treaty  shall,  on  the  pacification, 
be  considered  subject  tosuch  modifications  as  the 
case  may  render  necessary?  Or  is  h  unreason- 
able to  propose  that  this  stipulation  should  be 
amended  ;  and  that,  on  that  foundation,  some 
arrangement  should  be  made  which  would  pro- 
vide for  theexistenceof  aneutral  Power  between 
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Ga»t  Britain  and  the  United  States,  calculated 
lo-fecure  to  both  a  longer  continuance  of  the  bles- 
$i^s  of  peace  1 

fo  far  was  ihat  specific  proposition  respecting 
Indian  boundaries  from  being  insisted  upon  in 
...  note,  or  in  the  conference  which  preceded  it, 
ask)fie  to  be  admitted  without  discussion,  that  it 
Irluld  have  been  difficult  to  use  terms  of  greater 
taSiude.  or  which  appeared  more  adapted  not  only 
pc*io  preclude  but  to  invite  discussion. 
i  L'  the  basis  proposed  could  convey  away  one- 
|hj{  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  the 
,jii%'»rican  Government  itself  must  haveconveyed 
i  -way  by  the  Greenville  Treaty  of  1795. 
;  4l  is  impossible  to  read  that  treaty  without  re- 
iriifiiiing  how  inconsistent  the  present  pretensions 
(Jf  Cte  American  Government  are  with  its  pream- 
l^^lt^nd  provisions.  The  boundary  lines  between 
t^'tn^jands  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  the 
tfi'f.^a  nationsare  therein  expressly  defined.  The 
j^ejitiral  character  of  the  treaty  is  that  of  a  treaty 
\?akl<  independent  nations ;  and  the  very  slipula- 
yt*  which  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  refer 
(o^hat  the  loilian  nations  should  sell  their  lands 

?o»  to  the  United  States,  tends  to  prove  that,  but 
o^that  stipulation,  the  Indians  had  a  general 
iif»t  to  dispose  of  them.  The  American  Gov- 
^ri^ent  has  nfow,  for  the  first  time,  in  effect  de- 
(jl<|f9d  that  a\]  Indian  nations  within  its  line  of 
(■ 

j»u 

rlij.ive  right  of 
^d¥.\  extinction  of  those  nations. 

inst  hucji  a  system  the   undersigned   must 
illy  proter.t.     The  undersigned   repeat,   that 

rms  on  which  the  proposition  has  been 
8n,^re  for  a>sig:ning  to  the  Indian  nations  some 
^li^.idary,  maiftifest  no  unwillingness  to  discuss 
JlnJ^  oilier  proposition  directed  to  the  same  object, 
or  .  jen  a  modification  of  that  which  is  offered. 
G<^4l  Britain  is  ready  to  enter  into  the  same  en- 
|8i(rments  with  respect  to  the  Indians  living 
^Jffin  her  lint  of  demarcation,  as  that  which  is 
j«r|itosed  to  th«  United  States.  It  can.  therefore, 
v»ti^  be  from  a  complete  misapprehension  of  the 
M&>osiiiun  thnt  it  can  be  represented  as  being  not 
?erj>rocal.  Neither  can  it,  with  any  truth,  be 
ietr|'senied  as  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  prin- 
•5'lf'r  o^  public  law,  as  derogatory  to  the  honor, 
Qrir^consisient  with  the  rights  of  the  American 
G^vtrnment,  hor  as  a  demand  required  to  be  ad- 


(ji<if9(J  that  ai:  Indian  nations  within  us  line  of 
('eliurcation  are  its  subjects,  living  there  upon 
^uf'efance  on  lands  which  it  also  claims  the  ex- 
clitive  right  0^"  acquiring,  thereby  menacing  the 


init»'d  wiihou  discussion. 

filler  this  fijll  exposition  of  ih 
H*  Majesty's;Governmeni  on  l\ 
8t*^d,  11  wiir-be  for   the  Am« 
tialip  to  determine  whether  tli 
tofcpntinue   icje   negotiations, 


he  sentiments  of 
he  points  above 
5t*^d,  11  wiir-be  for  the  American  Pienipoten- 
tialip  to  determine  whether  they  are  ready  now 
to»^ntinue  icje  negotiations,  whether  they  are 
«ji.wt)sed  10  rejfcr  to  their  Government  for  further 
iJuJuuctions,  C^T.  lastly,    whether  they   will   take 

thJijegotiatior^  altogether 
:    •'be  undersf'' 
po^jitiaries  (o^accept  the  assurance  of  their  high 


^r|  themselvres  the  responsibility  of  breaking  off 

Iijegotiatior^  altogether, 
jie  undersfjgned  request  the  American  Pleni 


ooA:|derat(oo. 
■    7? 


if! 


GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


if 
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From  the  American  to  the  British  Ministera. 

Ghent.  Septembfr  9,  1814. 

The  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, dated  the  4th  instant.  If,  in  the  tone  or 
substance  of  the  former  note  of  the  undersigned, 
the  British  Commissioners  have  perceived  little 
proof  of  any  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  for  a  discussion  of  some  of  the 
propositions  advanced  in  the  first  note,  which  the 
undersi£[ned  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from 
them,  tney  will  ascribe  it  to  the  nature  of  the 
propositions  themselves  ;  to  their  apparent  incom- 
patibility with  the  assurances  in  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  letter  to  the  American  Secretary  of  State, 
proposing  this  negotiation,  and  with  the  solemn 
assurances  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  them- 
selves, to  the  undersigned,  at  their  first  conferences 
with  them. 

The  undersigned,  in  reference  to  an  observa- 
tion of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  must  be 
allowed  to  say  that  the  objects  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  had  in  view  have 
not   been  withheld. 

The  subjects  considered  a-*  suitable  for  discus- 
sion were  fairly  brought  forward  in  the  conference 
of  the  9th  ultimo,  and  the  terms  on  which  the 
United  States  were  willing  to  conclude  the  peace 
were  frankly  and  expressly  declared  in  the  note 
of  the  undersigned  dated  the  24th  ultimo.  It  had 
been  confidently  hoped  that  the  nature  of  those 
terms,  so  evidently  framed  in  a  sincere  spirit  of 
conciliation,  would  have  induced  Great  Britain 
to  adopt  them  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty;  and  it  is 
with  deep  regret  that  the  undersigned,  if  they 
have  rightly  understood  the  meaning  of  the  last 
note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  perceive  that 
they  still  insist  on  the  exclusive  military  posses- 
sion of  the  Lakes,  and  on  a  permanent  boundary 
and  independent  territory  for  (he  Indians  residing 
within  the  dominions  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  demand  is  grounded  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  American  Government  has  mani- 
fested, by  its  proceedings  towards  Spain,  by  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  by  purchases  of  Indian 
lands,  and  by  an  avowed  intention  of  permanently 
annexing  the  Canadas  to  the  United  States,  a 
spirit  of  aggrandizement  and  conquest  which  jus- 
tifies the  demand  of  extraordinary  sacrifices  from 
them  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  British 
possessions  in  America. 

In  the  observations  which  the  undersigned  felt 
it  their  duty  to  make  on  the  new  demands  of  the 
British  Government,  they  confined  their  animad- 
versions to  the  nature  of  the  demands  themselves  ; 
they  did  not  seek  for  illustrations  of  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain  in  her  conduct,  in  various  quarters 
ot  the  globe,  towards  other  nations,  for  she  was 
not  accountable  to  the  United  States,  Yet,  the 
undersigned  will  say  that  their  Government  has 
ever  been  rtady  to  arrange,  in  the  most  amicable 
manner  with  Spain,  the  questions  respecting  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  that  of 
indemnities  acknowledged  by  Spain  due  to  Amer- 
ican citizens.     How  the  peaceable  acquisition  of 
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Louisiana,  or  the  purchase  of  lands  within  the 
acknowledged  territories  of  the  United  States, 
both  made  by  fair  and  voluntary  treaties  for  satis- 
factory equivalents,  can  be  ascribed  to  a  spirit  of 
conquest  dangerous  to  their  neighbors,  the  under- 
signed are  altogether  at  a  loss  to  understand. 

Nor  has  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  its  per- 
manent annexation  to  the  United  States,  been  the 
declared  object  of  their  Government.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  war  to  the  present  time  the 
American  Government  has  been  always  willing 
to  make  peace,  without  obtaining  any  cession  of 
territory, and  on  the  sole  condition  that  the  mari- 
time questions  might  be  satisfactorily  arranged. 
Such  was  their  disposition  in  the  month  of  July. 
1812,  when  they  instructed  Mr.  Russell  to  make 
the  proposal  of  an  armistice;  in  the  month  of 
October  of  the  same  year,  when  Mr.  Monroe  an- 
swered Admiral  Warren's  proposal  to  the  same 
effect;  in  April,  1813,  when  instructions  were 
given  to  three  of  the  undersigned,  then  appointed 
to  treat  of  peace,  under  the  mediation  of  Russia; 
and  in  January,  1814,  when  the  instructions,  un- 
der which  the  undersigned  are  now  acting,  were 
prepared. 

The  proposition  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
is,  that,  in  order  to  secure  the  frontier  of  Canada 
against  attack,  the  United  States  should  leave 
their  own  without  defence;  and  it  seems  to  be 
forgotten,  that  if  their  superior  population  and  the 
proximity  of  their  resources  give  them  any  ad- 
vantage in  that  quarter,  it  is  balanced  by  the  great 
difference  between  the  Military  Establishments 
of  the  two  nations.  No  sudden  invasion  of  Can- 
ada by  the  United  States  could  be  made,  without 
leaving  on  their  Atlantic  shores  and  on  the  ocean, 
exposed  to  the  great  superiority  of  British  force, 
a  mass  of  American  properly  more  valuable  than 
Canada.  In  her  relative  superior  force  to  that  of 
the  United  States,  in  every  other  quarter.  Great 
Britain  may  find  a  pledge  much  more  efficacious 
for  the  safely  of  a  single  vulnerable  point  ihan  in 
stipulations  ruinous  tu  the  mterestsand  degrading 
to  the  honor  of  America.  The  best  security  for 
the  possessions  of  both  countries  will,  however, 
be  found  in  an  equal  and  solid  peace,  in  a  mutual 
respect  for  the  rights  of  each  other,  and  in  the 
cultivation  of  a  friendly  understanding  between 
them.  If  ihere  be  any  source  of  jealousy  in  rela- 
tion to  Canada  itself,  it  will  be  found  to  exist 
solely  in  the  undue  interference  of  traders  and 
agents,  which  may  be  easily  removed  by  proper 
restraints. 

The  only  American  forts  on  the  Lakes  known 
to  have  been,  at  the  commencement  of  the  nego- 
tiation, held  by  British  force,  are  Michilimackinac 
and  Niagara.  As  the  United  States  were  at  the 
same  tune  in  possession  of  Amherstburg  and  the 
adjacent  country,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  mere 
occupation  of  these  two  forts  could  give  any 
claim  to  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  large  conces- 
sions of  territory,  founded  upon  the  right  of  con- 
quest; and  the  undersigned  m.iy  be  permitted  to 
add,  that,  even  if  the  chances  bf  war  should  yield 
to  the  British  arms  a  momentary  possession  of 
other  parts  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 


such  events  would  not  alter  their  views  with  re- 
gard to  the  terras  of  peace  to  which  they  would 
give  their  consent.  Without  recurring  to  exam- 
ples drawn  from  the  revolutionary  Governments 
of  France,  or  to  a  more  recent  and  illustrious 
triumph  of  fortitude  in  adversity,  they  have  been 
laught  by  their  own  history  that  the  occupation 
of  their  principal  cities  should  produce  no  de- 
spondency, nor  induce  their  submission  to  the 
dismemberment  of  their  empire,  or  to  the  aban- 
donment of  any  one  of  the  rights  which  consti- 
tute a  part  of  iheir  national  independence. 

The  general  position  that  it  was  consistent  with 
the  principles  of  public  law,  and  with  the  practice 
of  civilized  nations,  to  include  allies  in  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  to  provide  for  their  security,  never 
was  called  in  question  by  the  undersigned.  But 
they  have  denied  the  right  of  Great  Britain,  ac- 
cording to  those  principles  and  to  her  own  prac- 
tice, to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  Indian 
tribes  residing  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  as  acknowledged  by  herself,  to  consider 
such  tribes  as  her  allies,  or  to  treat  for  them  with 
ihe  United  Slates.  Tliey  will  not  repeat  the 
facts  and  arguments  already  brought  forward  by 
them  in  support  of  this  position,  and  which  re- 
main unanswered.  The  observations  made  by 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville,  and  their  assertion  thai  the  United 
Slates  now.  for  the  first  time,  deny  the  absolute 
independence  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  claim  the 
exclusive  right  of  purchasing  their  lands,  require 
however  some  notice. 

If  the  United  States  had  now  asserted  that  the 
Indians  within  their  boundaries,  who  have  ac- 
knowledged the  UniU'd  States  as  their  only  pro- 
tectors, were  their  subjects,  living  only  at  suffer- 
ance on  their  lands,  far  from  being  the  first  in 
making  that  assertion,  ihey  would  only  have 
followed  the  example  of  the  principles  uniformly 
and  invariably  asserted  in  substance,  and  fre- 
quently avowed  in  express  terras,  by  the  British 
Government  itself.  Whai  was  the  meanine  of 
all  the  colonial  charters  granted  by  the  British 
monarchs,  from  that  of  Virginia,  by  Elizabeth,  to 
that  of  Georgia,  by  the  immediate  predecessor  of 
the  present  King,  if  the  Indians  were  the  sover- 
eigns and  proprietors  of  ihe  lands  bestowed  by 
those  charters?  Wfiat  was  the  meaning  of  that 
article  in  the  Treaty  of  Uirecht,  by  which  the 
Five  Nations  were  described  in  terms  as  subject  to 
the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  ?  Or  that  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  by  which  it  was  de- 
clared that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  granted 
them  the  privilege  to  live  where  they  pleased,  if 
those  subjects  were  independent  sovereigns,  and 
if  these  tenants,  at  the  license  of  the  British  King, 
were  the  rightful  lords  of  the  land  where  he 
granted  them  permission  to  live?  What  was  the 
meaning  of  that  proclamation  of  his  present  Brit- 
annic Majesty,  issued  m  1763,  declaring  all  pur- 
chases of  lands  from  the  Indians  null  and  void, 
unless  made  by  treaiies  held  under  the  sanction 
of  His  Majesty's  Government,  if  il»e  Indians  had 
the  right  to  sell  their  lands  to  vvhoni  they  pleased? 
What   was    the    meaning  of  boundary   lines    of 
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AtALrican  (err.tories,  in  all  the  treaties  of  Great 
BrSJiQ    with    other    European    Powers     having 
ArjKjrican   pos^tessions,  particularly  in   the  treaty 
of5j63.  by  wb'ich  she  acquired  from  France  the 
sovvi»eignty  an«i  possession  of  the  Canadas  ;  in  her 
Trji^y  of  Peat^  with  the  United  States  ol   1783; 
na;»  .what  is  t^e  meaning  of  the  Northwestern 
boi»i Jary  line  ijow  proposed  by  the  British  Com- 
mi^jjoners  the^iselves.  if  it  is  the  rightful  posses- 
sjajj^nd  soTPiyignty  of  independent   Indians  of 
wlJ:^  these  boundaries  dispose?     I?   it.  indeed. 
n<.^i»ary  to  as^c  whether  Great  Britain  ever  has 
peijjftied,  or  yould   permit,  any  foreign   nation, 
or,  Br^thout  he*  consent,  any  ot'  her  subjects,  to 
acc^fre  lands  l^om  the   Indian.*,  in  the  territories 
of^^^Hudious  Bay  Company,  or  in  Canada? 
If  Iqrmally  pr|)tesling  against   this  system,  it   is 
^'^'i4S*"'st  a  novel  pretension  of  the  American 
Qo|4rnfnent,  ij   is  against  the  rao.>t  solemn  acts 
oi  C<eir  own   >5overeigos.  against  the  royal  pro- 
cJafiivitiODs,  charters,  and  treaties  of  Great  Britain 
Mjijiore  than  fwo  centuries,  from  the  first  setile- 
»«*JH of  North.  America  to  the  present  day,  that 
ip^ontish  Pi«7iipotentiaries  protest. 
■  ^ rj)m  the  rig;)r  of  this  system,  however,  as  prac- 
tiSMK  .  by  Grt-ai  Uriiain  and  all  the  other  European 
Pot^Ts  in  AmtTica.  the  humane  and  liberal  pol- 
icy L^  the  United  States  has  voluntarily  relaxed. 
A  1  webrated   writer   on    the    law  of  nations,  to 
vit<  i\  authority  British  jurists  have  taken  partic- 
Uj».    jalisfaciio^j  in  appealing,  after  stating,  in  the 
mo  [jeiplicit  nianner,  the  legitimacy  of  colonial 
s^ti  ,>«nents   in   America,  to  "the  esclusii-n  of  all 
Ti^  '}   of  uncivilized    Indian    tribes,    has    taken 
oc(J>aon  to  praise  the  first  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
lar,/  jind  the  fijunder  of  Pennsylvania,  in  having 
puJSased  of  tte  Indians  the  lands  tht;^  resolved 
10  ffjttivate. notwithstanding  theirbeiug  furnished 
'^I'-.yii  charter: from  their  Sovereign.     It  is  this 
e^Jfijple  whicl»  the  United  States,  since  they  be- 
C!it|.4by  their  ijidependence  the  sovereigns  of  the 
lerijory,  have-  adopted  and  organized  into  a  po- 
m  ^y*'*"""'    Under  that  system  the  Indians 
re,"«<Dg  withiuthe  United  States  are  so  far  inde- 
peiiJDt  that  tUey  live  under  their  own  customs  i 
ajiS^ot  under  »Jie  laws  of  the  United  Slates  ;  that  i 
tmj -rights  up<>n  the  lands  where  they  inhabit  or  I 
huA'.are  secueed  to  them  by  boundaries  defined 
in  J'tiicable  irfaties  between  the  United  States  ' 
aoJ^iemselve^;  and  that  whenever  those  boun-  ' 
dtirj)  are  vari<d,  it  is  also  bv  amicable  and  vol- 
^?3.^  tr«atie«,  by  which  they  receive  from  the 
Unftkl  States  arm  pie  compensation  for  every  ri-^hl  ; 
tbeJjiave  to  thiS  lands  ceded  by  them.     They  are 
sf  Aji  dependent  as  not   to  have  the  right  to  di«-  I 
po4/^t  their  latjids  to  any  private  persons,  nor  to 
l^ower  other  than  the  United  Stales,  and  to 
l^der  theirj  protection  alone,  and   not  under 
l|f  any  othw  Power.  Whether  called  subjects, 
^iwhatevet  name  designated,  such  is  the  re- 
';  between  them  and  the  United  States.  That 
•)n  is  neither  asserted  now  lor  the  first  time, 
n^rf  .lid  a  originate  with   t  le  Treaty  of  Green- 
VMl*^    These  principles  have  been  uniformly  re- 
cijgir^ed  by  tht  Indians  themselves,  not  only  by  i 
tljax^eaty.  but'in  all  the  other  previous  as  well  I 


as  subsequent  treaties  between  them  and  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville  neither  took  from  the 
Indians  the  right,  which  they  had  not,  of  selling 
lands  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
to  foreign  Governments  or  subjects,  nor  ceded  to 
them  the  right  of  exercising  exclusive  jurisdiction 
within  the  boundary  line  assigned.  It  was  merely 
declaratory  of  the  public  law,  in  relation  to  the 
parlies,  founded  on  principles  previously  and  uni- 
versally recognised.  If  left  to  the  United  States, 
the  rights  of  exercising  sovereignty  and  of  acqui- 
ring soil  bears  no  analogy  to  the  proposition  of 
Great  Britain,  which  requires  the  abandonment 
of  both. 

The  British  Plenipoientiaries  state,  in  their  last 
note,  that  Great  Britain  is  ready  to  enter  into  the 
same  engagements,  with  respect  to  the  Indians 
living   within   her  line  of  demarcation,  as    that 
j  whicu   is  proposed  to  the    United  Slates,     The 
I  undersigned  will   not  dwell  on  the  immense  ine- 
I  quality  of  value  between  the  two  territories,  which, 
under  such  an  arrangement,  would  be  assigned  by 
I  each  uaiion  respectively  to  the  Indians,  and  which 
!  alone  would    make  the  reciprocity    merely  nomi- 
j  nal.     The  condition    which  would   be  thus  im- 
j  posed  on  Great  Britain,  not  to  acquire  lands  in 
I  Canada  from  the  Indians,  would  be  productive  of 
1  no  advauuge  to  the  United  States,  and  i»,  ihere- 
I  fore,  no  equivalent  for  the  sacrifice  required  of 
I  them.     They  do   not  consider  that  it  belongs   to 
I  the  United  States  in  any  respect  to  interfere  with 
j  the   concerns  of  Great  Britain  in  her  American 
'■  possessions,  or  with  her  towards  the  Indians  re- 
j  siding  there;  and  they  cannot  consent  to  any  in- 
I  terference  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  with  their 
,  own   concerns,  and  particularly  with  the  Indians 
I  living  within  their  territories.     It  may  be  the  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain  to  limit  her  settlements  in 
Canada  to  their  present  extent,  and  to  leave  the 
country  to  the  West  a  perpetual  wilderoeis,  to  be 
forever  inhabited  by  scattered  tribes  of  hunters; 
but  It  would  inliict  a  vital  injury  on  the  United 
States  to  have  a  line  run  through  their  territory, 
beyond  which  their  settlements  .should  forever  be 
precluded  from  extending;  thereby  arresting  the 
natural  growth  of  their  population  and  strength  ; 
placing  the  Indians  substantially,  by  virtue  ol  the 
proposed  guarantee,  under  the  protection  of  Great 
Britain  ;  dooming   them  to  perpetual  barbarism, 
and  leaving  an  extensive  frontier  forever  exposed 
to  iheir  savage  incursions. 

With  respect  to  the  mere  question  of  peace 
with  the  Indians,  the  undersigned  have  already 
explicitly  assured  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
that,  so  far  as  it  depended  on  the  United  States, 
It  would  immediately  and  necessarily  follow  a 
peace  with  Great  Britain.  If  this  be  her  sole 
object,  no  provision  in  the  treaty  to  that  effect  is 
necessary.  Provided  the  Indians  will  now  con- 
sent to  It,  peace  will  immediately  be  made  with 
them,  and  they  will  be  reinstated  in  the  same  sit- 
uation in  which  they  stood  before  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities.  Should  a  continuance  of  the 
war  compel  the  United  States  to  alter  their  pol- 
icy towards  the  Indians  who  may  still  take  the 
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part  of  Great  Britain,  they  alone  must  be  respon- 
sible for  the  consequences  uf  her  own  act,  in  hav- 
ing induced  them  to  withdraw  themselves  from 
the  protection  of  the  United  States,  The  em- 
ployment of  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  war- 
fare i?  the  indiscriminate  torture  and  butchery  of 
women,  children,  and  prisoners,  is  itself  a  depar- 
ture from  the  principles  of  humanity  observed 
between  all  civilized  and  Christian  nations,  even 
in  war.  The  United  States  have  constantly  pro- 
tested, and  j^till  protest,  against  it.  as  an  unjusti- 
fiable aggravation  ct  the  calamities  and  horrors 
of  war.  Of  the  peculiar  atrocities  of  Indian  war- 
fare, the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  in  whose  behalf 
she  now  demands  sacrifices  of  the  United  States, 
have  during  the  present  war  shown  many  deplo- 
rable examples.  Among  them,  the  massacreincold 
blood  of  wounded  prisoners. and  the  refusal  of  the 
rites  of  burial  to  the  dead,  under  the  eyes  of  Brit- 
ish officer^,  who  could  only  plead  their  inability 
to  control  these  savage  auxiliaries,  have  been 
repeated,  and  are  notorious  to  the  world.  The 
United  States  might  at  all  times  have  employed 
the  same  kind  of  force  against  Great  Britain, 
and  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  was  in  her  power 
to  employ  it  against  them;  but,  from  their  reluc- 
tance to  resort  to  means  so  abhorrent  to  the  nat- 
ural feelings  of  humanity,  they  abstained  from  the 
use  of  them  until  compelled  to  the  alternative  of 
employing  themselves  Indians,  who  would  other- 
wise have  been  drawn  into  the  ranks  of  their 
enemies.  The  undersigned,  suggesting  to  the 
Briti.sh  Plenipotentiaries  the  propriety  of  an  arti- 
cle by  which  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
should  reciprocally  stipulate  never  hereafter,  if 
they  should  be  again  at  war,  to  employ  savages 
in  it,  believe  that  it  would  be  infinitely  more  lion 
orable  to  the  humanity  and  Christian  temper  of 
both  parties,  more  advantageous  to  the  Indians 
themselves,  and  better  adapted  to  secure  their  per- 
manent peace,  tranquillity,  and  progressive  civili- 
zation, ttian  the  boundary  proposed  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries, 

With  regard  to  the  cession  of  a  part  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  as  to  which  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries are  unable  to  reconcile  the  objections 
made  by  the  undersigned  with  their  previous  de- 
claration, they  have  the  honor  to  observe,  that,  at 
the  conferenceof  the  Sth  ultimo,  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries stated,  as  one  of  the  subjects  suitable 
for  discussion,  a  revision  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  British  and  American  territories, 
with  a  view  to  prevent  uncertainty  and  dispute  ; 
and  that  it  was  on  the  point  thus  stated  that  the 
undersigned  declared  that  they  were  provided 
with  instructions  from  their  Government;  a  de- 
claration which  did  not  imply  that  thev  were  in- 
structed to  make  any  cession  of  territory  in  any 
quarter,  or  to  agree  to  a  revision  of  the  line,  or  to 
any  exchange  of  territory,  where  uo  uncertainty 
or  dispute  existed. 

The  undersigned  perceive  no  uncertainty  or 
matter  of  doubt  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  with  re- 
spect to  that  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  District 
of  Maine  which  would  be  affected  by  the  pro- 
posal of  Great  Britain  on  that  subject.     They 


nerer  have  understood  that  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries who  signed  that  treaty  had  contem- 
plated a  boundary  different  from  that  fixed  by  the 
treaty,  and  which  requires  nothing  more,  in  order 
to  be  definitely  ascertained,  than  to  be  surveyed 
m  conformity  with  its  provision!:.  This  subject 
not  having  been  a  matter  of  uncertainty  or  dis- 
pute, the  undersigned  are  not  instructed  upon  it  ; 
and  have  no  authority  to  cede  any  part  of  the 
Slate  of  Massachusetts  even  for  what  the  British 
Government  might  consider  a  fair  equivalent. 

In  regard  to  the  boundary  of  the  northwestern 
frontier,  so  soon  as  the  proposition  of  Indian  boun- 
dary is  disposed  of,  the  undersigned  have  no  ob- 
jection, with  the  explanation  given  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  in  their  last  note,  to  discuss  the 
subject. 

The  undersigned,  in  their  former  note,  stated 
with  frankness,  and  will  now  repeat,  that  the 
two  propositions — first,  of  assigning   in  the  pro- 

fosed  treaty  of  peace  a  definite  boundary  to  the 
ndians  living  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  beyond  which  boundary  they  should  stip- 
ulate not  to  acquire,  by  purchase  or  otherwise, 
any  territory  ;  secondly,  of  securing  the  exclusive 
military  possession  of  the  lakes  of  Great  Britain — 
are  both  inadmissible  ;  and  that  they  cannot  sub- 
scribe to,  and  would  deem  it  useless  to  refer  to 
their  Government,  any  arrangement,  even  pro- 
visional, containing  either  of  those  propositions. 
With  this  understanding,  the  undersigned  are  now 
ready  to  continue  the  negotiations,  and,  a.s  they 
have  already  expressed,  to  discuss  ail  the  points 
of  difference,  or  which  might  hereafter  tend  in 
any  degree  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two 
countrle^. 

Tne  ufldersigned  request  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  accept  the  assurance  of  their  high 
consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

J,  A.  BAYARD, 

HENRY  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

A,  GALLATIN. 


From  the  British  to  the  American  Ministers, 

Ghe.nt,  Sept.  19,  1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them  by 
the  American  Plenipolentianeson  the  9th  instant. 

On  the  greater  part  of  that  note  the  undersign- 
ed have  no  intention  to  make  comments,  having 
proposed  to  themselves  throughout  the  negotia- 
tion to  avoid  all  unneoes-^ary  discussions,  more 
especially  when  tending  to  create  irritation. 

On  the  question  of  the  Northwestern  frontiers, 
they  are  happy  to  find  that  no  material  difficulty 
is  likely  to  arise. 

With  respect  to  the  boundary  of  the  District  of 
Maine,  the  undersigned  observe,  with  regret,  that, 
although  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  have 
acknowledged  themselves  to  be  instructed  to  dis- 
cuss a  revision  of  the  boundary  line  with  a  view 
to  prevent  uncertainty  and  disputes,  yet,  by  as- 
suming an  exclusive  right  at  once  to  decide  what 
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is  not,  a  subject  of  uncertainty  and  dispute, 
ll^'  have  reftJered  their  powers  nugatory,  or  in- 
ji<K|issibly  partial  in  (heir  operation. 

^fter  the  cj^claration  made  by  the  American 
Pviipoteritiaries  that  the  United  Slates  will  ad- 
jOTyfjf  no  iineijf  boundary  between  their  territory 
iltVlthat  or'tht-  Indian  nations,  because  the  natu- 
yi? growth  anil  population  of  the  United  States 
^j^ijld  be  thereby  arrested,  it  becomes  necessary 
ju|Aer  to  insi.t  on  the  proof  of  a  spirit  of  aggran- 
^i*^nenl  afforded  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana 
frftj  France,  against  the  known  conditions  on 
tvS^h  It  had  been  ceded  by  Spain  to  that  coun- 
)r  yr  the  hostile  seizure  of  a  great  part  of  the 
li'l^das  under  the  pretence  of  a  dispute  respecting 
rh  Afoundary. 

..  ij*^  reason  given  by  the  American  Plenipoten- 
iiis^s  for  this  declaration  equally  applies  to  the 
i^s-  4nment  of  a  boundary  to  the  United  States 
vn  ^y  side,  with  whatever  view  proposed;  and 
yi(  Siilimiied  »iature  of  the  pretension  would  alone 
lia,  ^jusiibed  iGreat  Britain  in  seeking  more  effec- 
tti.  kfsecuriiie\  against  its  application  to  Canada, 
lb,  li  any  which  the  undersigned  have  had  the 
^0   Ar  to  propuse. 

,■  '  ijid  the  Auierican  Plenipotentiaries  been  in- 
sitr  If  ted  on  thv  subject  of  Canada,  they  would  not 
l^a  ,■>  asserted  that  its  permanent  annexation  had 
no^ieen  the  dtclared  object  of  their  Government. 
It  ILis  been  distinctly  avowed  to  be  such  at  differ- 
^ioat^mes,  parnculariy  by  two  American  Gener- 
irf>J-^n  their  ^^spectlve  invasions  of  Canada.  If 
th(*|eclaraiiou  first  made  had  been  disapproved, 
ik  Kuld  not  have  been  repeated.  The  declara- 
tiof^here  referred  to  are  to  be  found  in  the  proc- 
Ur^^iion  of  General  Hull  in  July,  1812  and  of 
OtJdral  Smith  in  November,  1812,copiesOf  which 
air<*iereunto  annexed. 

;  S  must  be  also  from  the  want  of  instructions 
th^^ithe  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  been 
IfC  :«  assert  tbat  Great  Britain  has  induced  the 
Ihfl«ns  to  withdraw  from   the  protection  of  the 
IJiSi^d  Stales,     The  Government  of  the  United 
Sjt^.^s  cannot  have  forgotten  that  Great  Britain, 
si)  tfr  from  inducing  the   Indians   to  withdraw 
th^selves    from    the   protection  of  the   United 
^1-4^^6'*^"='  thp  earliest  information  of  the  inten- 
tioAof  ihoie  nations  to  invade  the  United  States, 
a^J,?xerted  herself  though  without  success,  to 
^L  *  '^'  anJ  .ippease  their  hostility.     The  Indian 
njiij)as,   howejver,   having  experienced,  as    they 
itn.  -Cht,  oppression,  instead  of  protection,  from 
tb^J-ijQited  States,  declared  war  against  them  pre- 
vlA-iy  to  the  declaration  ol  war  by  that  country 
agXnst  Grear.  i3ritam.     The  treaty  by  which  the 
Iri(U^»os  placeii-  themselves  under  the  protection 
o<  m^  United.  Stales  is  now  abrogatt-d,  and  tlie 
Ari^fican  Government  cannot  now  be  entitled  to 
r.  as  a  rigpt  ilie   renewal  of  an  article  in  a 
••;-  which  Jjas  no  longer  any  existence.     The 
_  J<;i  naliuns^are,  liierefore,  no  longer  to  be  con- 
suljf(«d   Es   uui^er   the   protection   of  the   United 
Sftii:r.--whatever  may  be  the  import  of  that  term 
-filU  It  can  only  be  on  the  ground  that  iheyare 
r^g^/deJ  as  subjeci-s,  that  the  Ainericaii  Plenipo- 
ltiu|itries  can  be  authorized  to  deny  the  right  of 
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Great  Britain  to  interfere  on  their  behalf  in  the 
negotiation  for  peace.     To  any  such  claim,  it  is 
repeated,  tbat  the  treaties  concluded  with  them 
and  particularly  that  of  Greenville,  are  in  direct 
opposition. 

it  is  not  necessary  to  recur  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  territory  of  the  United  States  was  at 
first  settled,  in  order  to  decide  whether  tlie  Indian 
nations,  the  original  inhabitants  of  America,  shall 
have  some  spot  assigned  to  them,  where  they  may 
may  be  perinitied  to  live  in  tranquillity  ;  nor 
whether  their  tranquillity  can  be  secured  without 
preventing  an  uninterrupted  system  of  encroach- 
ment upon  them  under  the  pretence  of  purchases. 

If  the  Americm  Plenipotentiaries  are  author- 
ized peremptorily  to  deny  the  right  of  the  British 
Government  to  interfere  with  the  pacification  of 
the  Indian  nations,  and  for  that  reason  refuse  all 
negotiation  on  the  subject,  ths  undersigned  are  at  a 
loss  to  understand  upon  what  principle  it  was  that, 
at  the  conference  of  the  9th  ultimo,  ihe  American 
Plenipotentiaries  invited  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  added,  thai  it  was  not  possible  for  them 
to  decide,  without  discussion,  whether  an  article 
could  be  framed  which  should  be  mutually  satis- 
factory, and  to  which  they  should  think  them- 
selves, under  their  discretionary  powers,  warrant- 
ed in  acceding. 

The  undersigned    must  further  observe  that,  if 
the  American    Government    has    not   furnished 
their    Plenipotentiaries     with    any     instructions 
since  January  last,  when  the  general  pacification 
of  Europe  could   have  been  immediately  in  con- 
templation, this  subsequent  silence,  after  an  event 
so  calculated  (even  in  the  view  which  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries  have  taken  of  if,  in  their 
note  of  the  24th  ultimo.)  to  influence  the  negotia- 
tion, is,  to  say  the  least,  no  proof  of  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  bring  it  to  a  favorable  conclusion.     The 
British  Government  has   entered  into  ihe  nego- 
tiation with  an  anxious  wish  to  effect  an  amicable 
arrangement.     After  convulsions,  unexampled  in 
their   nature,  extent,  and  duration,  the   civilized 
world  has  need  of  repose.     To  obtain  this  in  Eu- 
rope, Great  Britain  has  made  considerable  sacri- 
fices.   To  complete  the  work  of  general  pacifica- 
tion, ii  is   her  earnest  wish  to  establish  a  peace 
with  the  United  States,  and,  in  her  endeavors  to 
accomplish  this  object,  to  manifest  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  moderation  and  forbearance;  but   it  is 
utterly   inconsistent  with   her  practice   and   her 
principles  ever  to  abandon,  in  her  negotiation  for 
peace,  those  who  have  co-operated  with    her   in 
war. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  repeat  that  the 
British  Government  is  willing  to  sign  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  with  the  United  States  on  terms  honor- 
able to  both  parties.  It  has  not  offered  any  terms 
which  the  United  States  can  justly  represent  as 
derogatory  to  their  honor,  nor  can  ii  be  induced 
to  accede  to  any  which  are  injurious  to  its  own. 
It  is  on  this  ground  that  the  undersigned  are  au- 
thorized distinctly  to  declare  that  they  are  in- 
structed not  to  sign  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the 
Plenipotentiaries  ofMhe  United  Slates,  unless  the 
Indian  natioos  are  included  in  it,  and  restored  to 


all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  territories  which 
they  enjoyed  in  the  year  1811,  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  by  virtue  of  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville,  and  the  treaties  subse- 
quently concluded  between  them  and  the  United 
States,  From  this  point  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries cannot  depart. 

They  are  further  instructed  to  offer  for  discus- 
sion an  article  by  which  the  contracting  parties 
shall  reciprocally  hind  themselves,  according  to 
boundaries  to  be  agreed  upon,  not  to  purchase  the 
lands  occupied  by  the  Indians  within  their  respect- 
ive lines  ofdemarcation.  By  making  this  engage- 
ment subject  to  revision  at  the  expiration  of  the 
given  period,  It  is  ho|)td  that  the  objection  to  the 
establishment  of  a  boundary,  beyond  which  the 
settlements  of  the  United  States  should  be  for- 
ever excluded,  may  be  effectually  obviated. 

The  undersigned  have  never  stated  that  the 
exclusive  military  possession  of  the  lakes,  how- 
ever conducive  they  are  satisfied  it  would  be  to 
a  good  understanding  between  the  two  countries, 
without  endangering  the  security  of  the  United 
States,  was  to  be  considered  as  a  sine  qua  non  in 
the  negotiation.  Whenever  the  question  relative 
to  the  pacification  of  the  Indian  nations  (which, 
subject  to  the  explanations  already  given,  is  a 
sine  qua  non.)  shall  be  adjusted,  the  undersigned 
•will  be  authorized  to  make  a  final  proposition  on 
the  subject  of  Canadian  boundaries,  so  entirely 
foun  ;ed  on  principles  of  moderation  and  justice, 
that  they  feel  confident  it  cannot  be  rejected. 
This  proposition  will  be  distinctly  slated  by  the 
undersigned,  upon  receiving  an  assurance  from 
the  American  Plenipoientiaries  that  they  consider 
themselves  authorized  to  conclude  a  provisional 
article  on  the  subject,  and  upon  their  previously 
consenting  to  include  the  Indian  nations  in  the 
treaty,  in  the  manner  above  described. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
poriunity  of  renewing  to  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries the  assurance  of  their  high  consid- 
eration. GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  AUAMS. 


From  the  American  to  the  British  MiniBten. 
Ghent,  September  26,  1814. 

In  replying  to  the  note  which  the  undersigned 
have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries,  dated  on  the 
I9ih  instant,  they  are  happy  to  concur  with  them 
in  the  sentiment  of  avoiding  umecessary  discus- 
sions, especially  such  as  may  have  a  tendency  to 
create  irritation.  They  had  hoped  that,  in  the 
same  spirit,  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  would 
not  have  thought  allusions  again  necessary  to 
transactions  foreign  to  this  negotiation,  relating 
to  the  United  States  and  other  independent  na- 
tioos, and  not  suitable  for  discussion  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain.  The  observa- 
tion made  with  respect  to  Louisiana  is  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  the  cession  of  that  province  to 
the  United  States  was,  at  the  time,  communicated 
to  the  British  Government,  who  expressed  their 
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entire  satisfaction  with  it,  and  as  it  has  subse- 
quently received  the  solemn  sanction  of  Spain 
herself. 

The  undersigned  will  further  say.  that,  when- 
ever the  transactions  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
lation to  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  and  Florida 
shall  be  a  proper  subject  of  discussion,  they  will 
be  found  not  only  susceptible  of  complete  justifi- 
cation, but  will  demonstrate  the  moderation  and 
forbearance  of  the  American  Government,  and 
their  undeviating  respect  for  the  rights  of  their 
oeigbbors. 

The  undersigned  are  far  from  assuming  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  decide  what  is.  or  is  not.  a  subject 
of  uncertainty  and  dispute  with  regard  to  the 
boundary  of  the  District  of  Maine.  But  until  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  shall  have  shown  in 
what  respect  the  part  of  that  boundary  which 
would  be  affected  by  their  proposal  is  such  a  sub- 
ject, the  undersigned  may  be  permiiied  to  assert 
that  It  is  not. 

The  treaty  of  1783  described  the  boundary  as  a 
line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth,  in  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
to  Its  source,  and  from  its  source  directly  north 
to  the  Highlands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that 
fall  into  ttie  Atlantic  Ocean  from  those  which 
fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence;  and  thence, 
along  ihe  said  Highlands,  to  the  northwestern- 
most  head  of  Connecticut  river. 

Doubts  having  arisen  as  to  the  St.  Croix,  des- 
ignated   in   the   treaty  of  1783,  a  provision  was 
made  by  that  of  1794  for  ascertaining  it;  and  it 
may  be  fairly  inferred,  from  the  limitation  of  the 
article  to  that  sole  object,  that,  even  in  the  judg- 
ment ol    Great  Britain,  no  other   subject  of  con- 
troversy existed    in  relation   to  the   extension  of 
the  boundary  line  from  the  source  of  that  river. 
That  river  and  its  source  having  been   accord- 
ingly ascertained,  the  undersigned   are   prepared 
to  propose   the  appointment  of  Commissioners 
by  the   two  Governments  to  extend   the  line  to 
the  Highlands,  conformably  to  the  treaty  of  1783. 
The  proposal,  however,  of  the   British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries   wa^    not    to   ascertain,    but    to   vary, 
those  lines,  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  a  direct 
communication    between  Q,uebec   and    Halifax; 
an  alteration  which   could    not   be  effected  with- 
out a  cession    by   the  United    States    to  Great 
Britain  of  all  that  portion  of  the   State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts intervening  between  the  provinces  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Q,uebec.  although  unques- 
tionably included  wiihin  the  l>oundary  lines  fixed 
by  that  treaty.      Whether   it  was  contemplated 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  obtain  the  ces- 
sion,  with    or    without   an  equivalent,    in  fron- 
tier or  otherwise,  the  undersigned,  in  stating  that 
they  were   not   instructed  or  authorized  to  treat 
on  the   subject  of  cession,  have   not  declined  to 
discuss   any    matter  of    uncertainty    or   dispute 
which   the    British   Plenipotentiaries  may  point 
out  to  exist  respectiDg  ihe  boundaries  in  that  or 
in  any  other  quarter,  and  are,  therefore,  not  liable 
to  the  imputation  of  having  rendered  their  pow- 
ers on  the  subject  nugatory  or  inadmissibly  partial 
iQ  their  operation. 
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Belations  vith  Great  Britain. 


The  British  Plenipotentiaries  consider  the  un- 
IcKr.signecl  a&'  having  declared  "  that  the  United 
(^l^tes  will  admit  of  no  line  of  boundary  between 
\X*iiT  territory  and  that  of  the  Indian  nations,  be- 
ca(;se  the  nitural  growth  and  population  of  the 
i" l/xpted  Slates  would  be  thereby  arrested."  The 
i»4(^ersigned^'  on  the  contrary,  expressly  stated  in 
.ttijir  last  nore.  '"that  the  lands  inhabited  by  the 
'Ijdians  weri  secured  to  them  by  boundaries  de- 


''tfl.ject 
tt-lnwint 
iU^Ter  to 


£^,i>d  in  araipable  treaties  between  them  and  the 
Uj>ited  Stains  ;"  but  they  did  refuse  to  assign,  in 
artieaty  of  ptace  with  Great  Britain,  a  definitive 
:<|i.1  permanent  boundary  to  the  Indians  living 
l^^tjhin  the  Umits  of  the  United  States.  On  this 
~'.ject  the  ^undersigned  have  no  hesitation  in 
ig  th*t  the  United  Slates,  while  intending 
to  acquire  lands  from  the  Indians  otherwise 
;lkan  peacea(ly.  and  with  their  free  consent,  are 
•f  ■ily  deternjined.  in  that  manner,  progressively. 
«  id  in  prufiortion  as  their  growing  pupulalion 
r^  ^y  require^  to  reclaim  from  that  state  of  nature. 
ja  id  to  bring  into  cultivation  every  portion  of  the 
■t,  rntory  contained  within  their  acknowledged 
» I  iundaries.  In  thus  providing  for  the  support  of 
i  t  illions  of  f ivilized  beings,  they  will  not  violate 
'•  "y  dictate 'jf  justice  or  of  humanity  ;  for  they 
«v»fjl  not  only  give  to  the  few  thousand  savages 
,  scattered  ovyr  that  territory  an  ample  equivalent 
^f&rany  righi{  they  may  surrender,  but  will  always 
Jifive  them  tjie  posse>siun  of  lands  more  than  they 
,<An  culiivat^.and  more  than  adequate  to  their  sub- 
jajlence,ronjfort.and  enjoyment, by  cultivation.  If 
I  Ifis  be  a  spirft  of  aggrandizement,  the  undersigned 
*4*  preparedjto  admit,  in  that  seuse.  its  existence  ; 
'it  they  miTst  deny  that  it  affords  the  slightest 
Koof  of  an  I'ltention  not  to  respect  the  boundaries 
bit.ween  tbe/ii  and  European  nations,  or  of  a  ile- 
fsjrt"  to  encr<jach  upon  the  territories  of  Great 
ritain.  If.'in  the  progress  of  their  increasing 
ipulation,  vhe  American  people  must  grow  in 
rength  proportioned  to  their  number,  the  under- 
i^gned  will  liope  that  Great  Britain,  far  from  re- 
Aning  at  ih*;  prospect,  will  contemplate  it  with 
itisfaclion.  They  will  not  suppose  that  that 
overnment  will  avow,  as  the  basis  of  their  pol- 
j  ily  towards  ihe  United  States,  the  system  of  ar- 
I  Jf^fng  iheir^natural  growth  within  their  own  ter- 
«  rfiories.  for  .the  sake  of  preserving  a  perpetual 
'  sert  for  s»vages.  If  Great  Britain  has  made 
orifices  to^ive  repose  to  the  civilized  world  in 
urope.  no  Sacrifice  is  required  from  her  by  the 
ited  Siaies  to  complete  the  work  of  general 
cification^  This  negotiation  at  least  evinces 
1  their  part  no  disposition  to  claim  any  other 
ght  than  ttjat  of  preserving  their  independence 
itire,  and  ;of  governing  their  own  territories 
ithout  foreign  interference. 
Of  the  twrjo  proclamations,  purported  copies  of 
hich  the  Isritish  Plenipotentiaries  have  thought 
',oper  to  enclose  with  their  last  note,  the  unJer- 
j  t'^ned  miglft  content  themselves  with  reinarkmc 
■*at  neiiheijof  iiJem  is  the  act  of  the  American 
overnnieni;.  They  areenabled,  however,  to  add, 
ilh  perfsci  confidence,  that  neither  of  them  was 
ihoriz.*d  or  approved  by  the  Government.  The 
dersigaect  are  not  disposed  to  consider  as  the 


» 


act  of  the  British  Government  the  proclamation 
of  Admiral  Cochrane,  herewith  enclosed,  exciting 
a  portion  of  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  promise  of  military  employment,  or  of 
free  settlement  in  the  West  Indies,  to  treachery 
and  rebellion.  The  undersigned  very  sincerely 
regret  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  an  irresistible 
mass  of  evidence,  consisting  principally  of  the 
correspondence  of  British  officers  and  agents,  pari 
only  of  which  has  already  been  published  in 
America,  esiablishes  beyond  all  rational  doubt 
the  fact  that  a  constant  system  of  excitement  to 
those  hostilities  was  pursued  by  the  British  tra- 
ders and  agents,  who  had  access  to  the  Indians, 
not  only  without  being  discountenanced,  but  with 
Irequent  encouragement  by  the  British  authori* 
ties  ;  and  that,  if  they  ever  dissuaded  the  Indians 
from  commencing  hostilities,  it  was  only  by  urging 
them,  as  in  prudence,  to  suspend  their  attacks 
until  Great  Britain  could  recognise  them  as  her 
allies  in  the  war. 

When,  in  the  conference  of  the  9ih  ultimo,  the 
undersigned  invited  discussion  upon  the  proposal 
of  Indian  pacification  and  boundary,  as  well  at 
upon  all  ttie  subjects  presented  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  for  discussion,  they  expressly 
stated  their  motives  to  be — 1st,  to  ascertain,  by  dis- 
cussion, whether  an  article  on  the  subject  could 
be  formed,  to  which  they  could  subscribe,  and 
which  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries;  and,  2dly,  that,  if  no  such  article 
could  be  formed. theAmerican  Government  might 
be  iniormed  ol  the  views  of  Great  Britain  upon 
that  point,  and  the  British  Government  of  the  ob- 
jections, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  any 
such  arrangement.  The  undersigned  have,  in 
fact,  already  jiroposed  no  less  than  three  articles 
on  the  subject,  all  of  which  they  view  as  better 
calculated  to  secure  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the 
Indians,  than  any  of  the  proposals  fur  that  pur- 
pose made  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  undersigned  had  repeated  their  assurances 
to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  that  peace,  so  far 
as  it  depended  on  the  United  States,  would  im- 
mediately follow  a  peace  with  Great  Britain; 
and  added,  that  the  Indians  would  thereby  be  re- 
instated in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood 
before  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  The 
British  Plenipoientiaries  insist,  in  their  last  note, 
that  the  Indian  nations  shall  be  included  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Slates,  and  be  restored  to  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  territories  which  they  enjoyed  in 
the  year  ISll.  previous  to  their  cofnmencement  of 
the  war,  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Greenville, 
and  the  treaties  subsequently  concluded  between 
them  and  the  United  States.  Setting  aside  the 
subject  of  boundary,  which  is  presented  as  for 
discu-sion  only,  there  is  no  apparent  diflference 
with  respect  to  the  object  in  view,  the  pacifica- 
tion and  tranquillity  of  the  Indians,  and  placing 
them  in  thesanie>ituaiion  in  which  they  stood  be- 
fore the  war ;  all  which  will  be  equally  obtained  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  undersigned.  And 
the  only  point  of  real  difference  is,  the  British 
PlenipoteDiianes  insist  that  ti  should  be  dene  by 
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Relations  icilh  Great  Britain. 


iocluding  the  Indians,  as  allies  of  Great  Briuin, 

in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  her  and  the  Uni- 
ted Sates. 

The  United  States  cannot  consent  that  Indians 
residing  within  their  boundaries,  as  acknowl- 
edged by  Great  Britain,  shall  be  included  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  in  atiy  manner  which  will  recog- 
nise them  as  independent  nation*,  whom  Great 
Britain,  having  obtained  this  recognition,  would 
hereafter  have  the  right  to  consider  in  every  re- 
spect as  such.  Thus,  to  recognise  those  Indians 
as  independent  and  sovereign  nations  would  take 
from  the  United  States,  and  transfer  to  those  In- 
dians, all  the  rights  of  soil  and  sovereignty  over 
the  territory  which  they  inhabit;  and  this  being 
accomplished,  through  the  agency  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, would  place  them  effectually  and  exclusively 
under  her  protection,  instead  of  being,  as  here- 
tofore, under  that  ol  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
perceived  in  what  re>pect  such  a  provision  would 
differ  from  an  absolute  cession  by  the  United 
Slates  of  the  extensive  territory  in  question. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  repeated  the 
assertion    that  the   treaty   by  which    the   Indians 
placed    themselves   under    tlie    protection    of  the 
United   States  was  abrogated    by  the   war;  and 
tlience  infer,   that   they  are    no  longer  to  be  con- 
sidered   as    under   tiie    protection    of  the   United 
States,  whatever  may  be  the  import  of  the  terra, 
and  that   the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  interfere 
in   their  behalf  in   the  negotiation  for  peace  can 
onlv  be  denied  on   the  ground   that  they    are  re- 
garded as   subjects.     In   point  of  fact,   several  of 
the   tribes,  parties  to   the    Treaty  of  Greenville, 
have  constantly  been,  and  still  are,  at  peace  with 
the  United  States.     Whether  that  treaty  be  or  be 
not  abrogated,  is  a  question   not   necessary   now 
to  be  discussed.     The  right  of  the  United  States 
to    the    protection   of   the    Indians    within    their 
boundaries   was  not  acquired   by  that   treaty  ;  it 
was  a   necessary  consequence  of  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  United  States.     Previ- 
ous to   thai   time,  the   Indians  living  within    the 
same  territory  were  under    the  protection  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  as  its  Sovereign.     The  under- 
signed may  refer  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  to 
all  the  acts  of  their  own  Government  relative  to 
the  subject,  for  proof  that  it  has  always  consid- 
ered this  right  of  protection  as  one  of  the  rights 
of  sovereignty  which  it  needed  no  Indian  treaty 
to  confer,  and  which  the  abrogation  of  no  Indian 
treaty  could  divest.     They  will  particularly  bring 
lu  their  recollection,  that  when  a  similar  propo- 
sition was  made  of  considering  Indian  tribes  as 
independent  nations,  to  serve  as  a  barrier  between 
the  French  and  English  territories,  was  made  by 
France  to  England,  it  was  immediately  rejected 
by  a  Minister  to  whom  the  British   nation  is  ac- 
customed to  look  back  with  veneration,  and  re- 
jected on  the  express  ground  that  the  King  would 
not  renounce  his  right  of  protection  over  the  In- 
dians within  his  dominions.     But  whatever  the 
relation  of  the  Indians  to  the  United  Stales  may 
be,  and  whether  under  their   protection  or  not, 
Great  Britain  having,  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  re- 
coo^nised  the  sovereignly  of  the  United   States, 


and  agreed  to  certain  limits  as  their  boundaries, 
has  no  right  to  consider  any  persons  or  commu- 
nities, whether  Indians  or  others,  residing  within 
those  boundaries,  as  nations  independent  of  the 
United  States. 

The  United  Slates  claim,  of  right,  with  respect 
to  all  European    nations,  and   particularly  with 
respect    to  Great  Britain,  the  entire  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  territory,  and  all  the  persons  em- 
braced within  the  boundaries  of  their  dominions  ; 
Great  Britain  has  no  right  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  relations  subsisting  between  the  several  com- 
,  munities  or  persons  living  therein  ;  they  form,  as 
to  her,  only  parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  altogether  immaterial  whether,  or 
how    far,  under    their  political    institutions   and 
policy,  these  communities  or  persons  are  indepen- 
dent States,  allies,  or  subjects.     With  respect  to 
her.  and  all  other  foreign  nations,  they  are  parts 
of  a  whole,  of  which  the  Uniied  States  are  the 
sole  and  absolute  sovereigns. 
\      The  allegation  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  practice  or  princi- 
'  pies  of  Great  Britain  to  abandon,  in  her  negotia- 
tions for  peace,  those  who  have  co-operated  with 
her  in  war,  is  not  applicable  to  the  Indians,  but  on 
the  erroneous  assumption  of  their  independence, 
I  which,  so   far  as  she  is  concerned,  has  been  fully 
,  disproved.     And  although  no  power  from  these 
tribes  to  the  British  Government,  to  treat  in  their 
behalf,  would,  fur  the    same  reason,  be  admitted 
by  the  undersigned,  they  may  nevertheless  observe 
ttiat  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  having  produced 
no  such  powers,  having  no  authority  to  bind  the 
Indians,  to  engage  for  their  assent  to  the  pacifica- 
tion,   or  to  secure  the  continuance  of  peace  on 
their  part,  whilst  speaking  of  them  as  allies,  do 
really  propose  to  treat  for  them,  not  as  if  they 
were  independent  nations,  but  as  if  they  were  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.     The  undersigned,  so 
far    from  asking  that,  in  relation  to  the  Indians, 
Great  Britain  should  pursue  a  course  inconsistent 
with  her  former  practice  and  principles,  only  de- 
sire   that  she  would  follow  her  own  example  re- 
specting them,  in  her  former  treaties  with  other 
European   nations,  and  with    the   United  States. 
No  provision  for  the  Indians  is  found  in  the  treaty 
'  of  1763,  by  which  France  ceded  Canada  to  Great 
',  Britain,  although  almost  all  the  Indians  living 
within   the   territory  ceded,  or  acknowledged  to 
belong    to    Great    Britain,  had    taken  part  with 
France  in  the  war.     No  such  provision   was  in- 
,  serted  in   the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  between 
)  Great  Britain  and   the   United  Stales,  although 
almost  all  the  Indians  tribes  living  within  the 
;  territory  recognised  by  the  treaty  to  belong  to  the 
I  United  States,  had,  during  the  war,  co-operated 
1  with  Great  Britain,  and  might  have  been  consid- 
.  ered  as  her  allies  more  justly  than  on  the  present 
occasion.     So  far  as  concerns  the  relations  be- 
!  tween  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  these 
I  Indians  can  be  treated  for  only  on  the  principles 
'  by    which  amnesties  are  stipulated   in  favor  of 
I  disaffected  persons,  who.  in  tunes  ol  war  and  in- 
vasion, co-operate  with  the  enemy  of  the  nation 
I  to  which  they  belong.     To  go  as  far  as  possible 
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in  sJiuriDg  ihe  benefit  of  the  peace  to  the  Indians, 
np^lrheonly  object  professed  by  the  British  Gov- 
einit'nt  in  their  present  fine  qua  non,  the  under- 
sKrifd  offer  a  stipulation  in  general  terms:  that 
no  «-«-rsoD  or  persons,  whether  subjects,  citizens, 
or  lldians.  residing  wiihm  ihedominions  of  either 
piuff  shall  be  molested  or  annoyed,  either  m  their 
per  ins  or  iheir  property,  for  any  part  they  may 
Gi^  ,•  taken  in  the  war  between  the  United  States 
ant  Great  Britain  ;  but  shall  retain  all  the  rights, 
pri  Meges.  and  possessions  which  they  respectively 
hfic  «t  the  conimencement  of  the  war ;  they,  on 
tli3  part,  denrj'eanin^  themselves   peaceably  and 

ijrmably  M  their  duties  to  the  respective 
•rnments.  This,  the  undersigned  have  no 
I  will  effectually  secure  to  the  Indians  peace, 
ey  themselves  will  observe  it,  and  they  will 
suppose  iljat  Great  Britain  would  wish  them 
jded  in  the  peace,  but  upon  that  condition, 
le  undersigned  have  never  intimated  that 
Government  had  not  furnished  them  with 
iinstructiotis  since  January  last.  On  the  con- 
..-//.  they  distinctly  told  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tja  .les  in  conference,  though  it  appears  to  have 
escaped  their  recollection,  that  instructions  had 
be4:  received  by  the  undersigned,  dated  at  the 
cl(«e  of  tlie  month  of  June.  The  undersigned 
wij  now  add.  that  those  instructions  were  drawn 
-wiSi  a  full  knowledge  of  the  general  pacification 
inT-'.urope.  and  with  so  liberal  a  consideration  ol 


tiaries  of  the  United  States  dated  on  the  26ih 
ultimo. 

As  the  continuance  of  the  negotiation  exclu- 
sively depends  upon  the  question  relating  to  the 
pacification  and  rights  of  the  Indian  nations,  the 
undersigned  are  unwilling  to  extend  their  obser- 
vations to  the  other  subjects  brought  forward  in 
the  note  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  fur- 
ther than  may  be  required  for  the  necessary  ex- 
planation. 

In  adverting  for  this  purpose  lo  the  acquisition 
of  Louisiana,  the  undersigned  must  observe  that 
the  instrument  by  which  the  consent  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  is  alleged  to  have  teen  given 
to  the  cession  of  it  has  never  been  made  public. 
His  Catholic  Majesty  was  no  party  to  tlie  treaty 
by  which  the  cession  was  made,  and  if  any  sanc- 
tion has  been  subsequently  obtained  from  him,  it 
must  have  been,  like  other  contemporaneous  acts 
of  that  monarch,  involuntary,  and,  as  such,  can- 
not alter  the  character  of  the  transaction.  The 
Marquis  of  Yrujo,  the  Minister  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  at  Washington,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  formally  pro- 
tested against  the  cession,  and  the  right  of  h  ranee 
to  make  it ;  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  protestation, 
so  strongly  evincing  the  decided  opinion  of  Spain 
as  to  the  illegality  of  the  proceeding,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ratified  the  treaty.  Can 
it  be  contended  that  the  annexation  of  Louisiana, 


in  .•'.urope.  and  with  so  liberal  a  consideration  of  i  "  "^  ^.K,l•^^u^,^^  w.»v  »..,.  o...-^--..-..  «.  ^--.  -, 
itslecessary  ?.earing  upon  all  the  differences  that  "'.'^^^  '"""^  circumstances,  did  not  mark  a  spirit 
ta/been   until  then    subsisting  between    Great    «' '^"H^^ial  aggrandizement? 

'  ~  '      His  Britannic   Majesty  did   certainly   express 

satisfaction  when  the  American  Government 
communicated  the  event  that  Louisiana,  a  valu- 
able colony  in  the  possession  of  France,  with 
whom  the  war  had  just  been  renewed,  instead  of 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  hi!<  enemy,  had  been 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  at  that  time  profess- 
ing the  most  friendly  disposition  towards  Great 
Britain,  and  an  intention  of  providing  for  her  in- 
terest in  the  acquisition.  But  the  conditions  un- 
der which  France  had  acquired  Louisiana  from 
Spain  were  not  communicated;  the  refusal  of 
Spain  to  consent  to  its  alienation  was  not  known  ; 
the  protest  of  her  Ambassador  had  not  been  made; 
and  many  other  circumstances  attending  the  trans- 
action, on  which  it  is  now  unnecessary  to  dilate, 
were,  as  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  industri- 
ously concealed. 

The  proof  of  a  spirit  of  aggrandizement  whicb 
the   undersigned    had   deduced   from  the   hostile 


ain   and   the  United   States,  that  the  under- 
ed  cannot  doubt  that  peace  would  long  since 
been  concluded,  had  not  an  insuperable  bar 
nst  It  been   raided    by  the   new  and    unpre- 
nted  demands  of  the  British  Government. 
lib   rt'spfct    to    the    proposition    which    the 
ish  Plenipotentiaries  inform  them  they  will 
repared  to  make,  in  relation  lo  the  Canadian 
jciindaries,   which  appears  to  them  so  entirely 
foS.ided  oil  principles  of  moderation  and  justice. 


bi*»  the  nature  of  which  they  think  proper,  at 

Vent,  ti)  withhold,   the  undersigned  can  only 

ni^ige  themselves  to  meet  any  proposition  from 


th!*  British    Plenipotentiaries   characterized    by 
CnwieratioQ  and  justice,  not  only  with  a  perfect 
rciiprocity  of  those  sentiments,  but  with  a  sincere 
earnest  desire  to  contribute  to  the  restoration 
eace.  by  every  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
at  Britain  compatible  with  their  duty  to  their 


at 
J 
G 


Jl; 

ccJlintrv.  '       '  ~  '     "  i '^*   undersigned    had   deduced   from  the   hostile 

The  lindersigned  have  the  honor  of  tendering  |  seizure  of  a  great  part  of  the  Floridas,  under  the 
t  Jthe  Brif.sb  Plenipotentiaries  the  renewed  as-  I  most  frivolous  pretences,  remains  unrefuted  ;  and 
?i>,ince  of  their  high  consideration.  '^^  undersigned  are  convinced  that  the  occasion 


JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY. 
JONA.  RUSSELL, 
A.  GALLATIN. 


From  the  British  to  the  .\merican  Minister!. 
:*  Ghent.  Oc/o6er  8,  1814. 

>trhe  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 


and  circumstances  under  which  that  unwarrant- 
able act  of  aggression  took  place  have  given  rise 
throughout  Europe  to  but  one  sentiment  as  to  the 
character  of  the  transaction. 

After  the  previous  communication  which  the 
undersigned  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
from  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  they  could 
not  but  feel  much  surprise  at  the  information  con- 
tained in  their  last  note,  of  their  having  received 
instructions  dated  subsequently  to  January,  1814. 
The  undersigned  have  no  recollection  whatever 
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of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  having  com- 
municated to  them,  either  collectively  or  indi- 
vidually, at  a  conference  or  otherwise,  the  receipt 
of  instructions  from  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  dated  at  the  close  of  the  month  of  June  ; 
and  they  must  remind  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries that  their  note  of  the  9ih  ultimo  distinctly 
stated  that  the  instructions  of  January,  1814,  were 
those  under  which  they  were  acting.  If,  there- 
fore, the  American  Plenipotentiaries  received  in- 
structions drawn  up  at  the  close  of  the  month  of 
June,  with  a  liberal  consideration  of  the  late 
events  in  Europe,  the  undersigned  have  a  right 
to  complain  that,  while  the  American  Govern- 
ment justly  considered  those  events  as  having  a 
necessary  bearing  on  the  existing  differences  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries should  nevertheless  have  preferred  act- 
ing under  instructions  which,  from  their  date, 
must  have  been  framed  without  the  contempla- 
tion of  such  events. 

The  British  Government  never  required  that 
all  that  portion  of  the  State  oi  Massachusetts  in- 
tervening between  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Uuebec  should  be  ceded  toGreat  Britain, 
but  only  that  small  portion  of  unsettled  country 
which  intercepts  the  communication  between 
Halifax  and  Q,uebec  ;  there  being  much  doubt 
whether  it  does  not  already  belong  to  Great 
Britain. 

The  undersigned  are  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  Vice  Admiral  Cochrane's  proclamation  illus- 
trates any  topic  connected  with  the  present  nego- 
tiation, or  bears  upon  the  conclusion  which  they 
contended  was  to  be  drawn  from  the  two  procla- 
mations of  the  American  Generals.  These  proc- 
lamations, distinctly  avowing  the  intention  of  the 
American  Government  permanently  to  annex  tne 
Canadas  to  the  United  States,  were  adduced  not 
as  matter  of  complaint,  but  simply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  what  had  been  denied  as  a  fact, 
viz:  that  such  had  been  the  declared  intention  of 
the  American  Government. 

The  undersigned  observe  that,  although  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  have  taken  upon 
themselves  generally  to  deny  that  the  proclama- 
tions were  authorized  or  approved  by  their  Gov- 
eruraent,  without  stating  in  what  mode  that  dis- 
approbation was  expressed,  yet  they  avoid  stating 
that  the  part  of  those  proclamations  containing 
the  declaration  in  question  had  not  been  so  au- 
thorized or  approved.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible 
to  imagine  that,  if  the  American  Government  had 
intimated  any  disapprobation  of  that  part  of  Gen- 
eral Hull's  proclamation,  the  same  declaration 
would  have  been  as  confidently  rejwated  four 
months  after  by  General  Smyth. 

His  Majesty's  Government  have  other  and 
ample  means  of  knowing  that  the  conquest  of  the 
Canada-,  and  their  annexation  to  the  United 
States,  was  the  object  and  policy  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government.  For  the  present,  the  under- 
signed will  content  themselves  with  referring  to 
the  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  June,  1813,  in  which  this  intention  is 
announced  as  matter  of  notoriety. 


The  undersigned  deny  that  the  American  Gov* 
ernment  has  proved,  or  can  prove,  that,  previous 
10  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  Stales, 
persons  authorized  by  the  British  Government 
endeavored  to  excite  the  Indian  nations  against 
the  United  States  ;  or  that  endeavors  of  that  kind, 
if  made  by  private  persons,  (which  the  under- 
signed have  no  reason  to  believe.)  ever  received 
the  countenance  or  encouragement  of  His  Majes- 
ty's Government. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  not  de- 
nied that  the  Indian  nations  had  been  engaged  in 
war  against  the  United  States  before  the  war 
with  Great  Britain  had  commenced  ;  and  they 
have  reluctantly  confessed  that,  so  far  from  His 
Majesty's  having  induced  the  Indian  nations  to 
begin  the  war,  as  charged  against  Great  Britain 
in  the  notes  of  the  24th  of  August  and  9th  ulti- 
mo, the  British  Government  actually  exerted 
their  endeavors  to  dissuade  the  Indians  from 
commencing  it. 

As  to  the  unworthy  motive  assigned  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  to  this  interference 
so  amicably  made  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
its  utter  improbability  is  sufficiently  apparent 
from  considering  by  which  party  the  war  was 
declared.  The  undersigned,  therefore,  can  only 
consider  it  as  an  additional  indication  of  that 
hostile  disposition  which  has  led  to  the  present 
unhappy  war  between  the  two  countries.  So 
long  as  that  disposition  continues,  it  cannot  but 
render  any  effort  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to 
terminate  this  contest  utterly  unavailing. 

The  Aoaerican  Plenipotentiaries  appear  unpre- 
pared to  state  the  jwecise  ground  upon  which 
they  resist  the  right  of  His  Majesty  to  neffotiate 
with  the  United  States  on  behalf  of  the  Indian 
nations,  whose  co-operation  in  the  war  His  Ma- 
jesty has  found  it  expedient  to  accept. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville,  lo  the  words,  stipu- 
lations, and  spirit  of  which  the  undersigned  have 
so  frequently  appealed,  and  all  the  treaties  pre- 
viously and  subsequently  made  between  the  Uni- 
ted Suies  and  the  Indian  nations,  show  beyond 
the  possibility  of  doubt  that  the  United  Sutes 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  treating  with  these 
tribes  as  independent  nations,  capable  of  main- 
taining the  relations  of  peace  and  war,  and  exer- 
cising territorial  rights. 

If  ihis  be  so,  It  will  be  difficult  to  point  out  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  the  condition  of  these 
nations  which  should  either  exclude  them  from 
a  treaty  of  general  pacification,  or  prevent  Great 
Britain,  with  whom  they  have  co-operated  as 
allies  in  the  war.  from  proposing  stipulations  in 
I  their  behalf  at  the  peace.  Unless  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  are  prepared  to  maintain  what 
i  they  have  in  effect  advanced,  that,  although  the 
Indian  nations  may  be  independent  in  their  rela- 
tions with  the  United  Slates,  yet  the  circum- 
stance of  living  within  the  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  disables  them  from  forming  such  coii- 
ditions  of  alliance  with  a  foreign  Power,  as  shall 
entitle  that  Power  to  negotiate  for  ihem  la  a 
Treaty  of  Peace. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  proposilioa  ii 
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Jjed  was  advanced,  bat  successfully  resisted, 

ir.r  back  as  the  Treaty  ofMunster.     An  attempt  I 
v>J[  then  made  to  preclude  France  from  nego    , 
OaCog  in    behalf  of  certain   States  and  cities  in 
O'Wiany  which  had  co-operated  with  her  in  the  i 
•^Jl^  because,  although  ihoie  Slates  and  cities 
lii^ht  be  considered  as  independent  for  certain  ' 
fU^.oses.  vet,  being  within  the  boundary  of  the  j 
Giftoan  Empire,  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  j 
Vo  ,  *come  parties  in  the  general  pacification  with  j 
th|h^mperor  of  Germany,  nor  ought  France  to 
^e^jiermitted    in    that    negotiation  to   mix   their 
^i*lls  and  interests  with  her  own. 
.  Tr>e  American  Plenipotentiaries, probably  aware 
th^t  the  notion  of  such  a  qualified  independence, 
fo^certain  purposes  and  not  for  others,  could  not 
^'rtiaintamed  either  by  argument  or  precedent, 
bm^   been  ctimpelled  to  advance  the  novel  and 
tlArning  pretension  that  all  the  Indian  nations 
liWo"  within  the  boundary  of  the  United  States 
jnpst  in  effect  be  considered  as  their  subjects,  and 
^(Ji^equenily.  if  engaged  in  war  against  the  Uni- 
If^^iates,  become  liable  to  be  treated  as  rebels 
p*>^saffected  persons.     They  have  further  stated, 
t\^:  all  the  t»"rritory  which  these  Indian  nations  j 
o^ijpy  i'*  at.  the  disposal  of  the  United  Slates;  ! 
jll^l  the  Unijed  States  have  a  right  to  disposse^s  I 
■jl'io  of  it  ;  (0  exercise  that  right  whenever  their  | 
pgjK'y  or  intt^rests  may  seem  to  them  to  require  j 
(f* -jnd  to  confine  them  to  such  spots  as  may  be  [ 
•=elii;ted.  not  by  the   Indian  nations,  but  by  the 
•.Alierican  Gt>vernment.  Pretensions  such  as  these  ^ 
oC^at  Britaic  can  never  recognise.     However  re-  I 
ii3iant  His  Tloyal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  ' 
|T*y  be  to  continue  the  war.  that  evil  must   be 
•p'Nferred  if  peace  can  only  be  obtained  on  such 
^Miditions. 

•  JpJCo  support  those  pretensions,  and  at  the  same 
!'ti£^  to  shovf  that  the  present  conduct  of  Great 
'T^^ain  is  itjconsistent  with  the  former  practice 
,a4ij  principles,  the  American  Plenipotentiaries 
Ihiv^e  referreil  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783.  to 
itljjj  of  176^5,  and  to  the  negotiations  of  1761, 
idifcfing  the  administration  of  a  Minister  whom  the 
|/7aierican  Plenipotentiaries  havestated,  and  truly 
|si  i?ed,  to  be  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  country. 
i  The  omisiion  to  provide,  in  the  treaty  of  1783, 
'it  r  the  j>ac»fication  of  the  Indian  nations  which 
'  y  rre  to  be  included  within  the  proposed  boundary 

0  the  United  States,  cannot  preclude  Great  Bril- 
a  n  from  now  negotiating  in  behalf  of  such  tribes 
>(]'  nations,  unless  it  be  assumed  that  the  occa- 
js:  [inal  non-exercise  of  a  right  is  an  abandonment 
i  ff'  It.  Nor  can  the  right  of  protection,  which  the 
,.:  .merican  Plenipotentiaries  have  failed  in  show- 

•  Jig  '0  have  been  unclaimed  by  Great  Britain,  as 
";iicident  to  sovereignty,  have  been  transferred  by 
i(»reat  Bniain  to  the  United  States,  by  a  treaty 
;  ti  which  tht-  Indian  nations  were  not  parties. 

Jin  the  peace  of  1763.  it  was  not  necessary  for 
I'Clreat  Britain  to  treat  for  the  pacification  of  the 
;I|dian  naticpns,  and  the  maintenance  nf  their 
r»hts  and  privileges,  because  there  had  been  no 
I«,Jian  nations  living  without  the  British  bound- 
&•  ics  who  hud  co-operated  with  Great  Britain  in 


t 
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With  respect  to  the  negroliations  of  1761,  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  on  which  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  more  particularly 
rely,  they  appear,  in  the  judgment  of  the  under- 
signed, to  have  much  misunderstood  the  whole 
course  of  that  negotiation. 

It  is  very  true  that   the  French  Government 
brought  forw.ird,  at  one  period  of  the  negotiation, 
a  proposition  by  which  a  certain   territory  lying 
between   the  dominions  of  the  two  contracting 
parties  was  to  have   been  allotted   to  the  Indian 
nations.     But  it  does  not  appear  that  this  formed 
a   part   of  their  ultimatums,  and  it  is  clear  that 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  answer,  did  not  object  to  the  prop- 
osition.    He   objected,   indeed,    to    the   proposed 
line  of  demarcation  between  the  countries  belong- 
ing to   the    two   contracting    parties,   upon    two 
grounds:  first,  that  the  proposed  Northern  line 
would  have  given   to  France  what  the  French 
themselves  had  acknowledged  to  be  part  of  Can- 
ada, the  whole  of  which,  as  enjoyed  by  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  it  had   been  stipulated  was  to 
be  ceded   entirely  to  Great  Britain.     Secondly, 
that   the  Southern   part   of  the  proposed  line  of 
demarcation    would    have    included    within    the 
boundary  of  Louisiana  the  Cherokees,  the  Creeks, 
the  Chickasaws,  the  Choctaws,  and  another  na- 
tion who  occupied   territories  which   had  never 
been  included  within  the  boundary  of  that  settle- 
ment.    So  far  was  Mr.  Pitt  from  rejecting,  as  al- 
leged by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  the  prop- 
osition of  considering  Indian  nations  as  a  barrier, 
that,  at  one  period  of  the  negotiation,  he  com- 
plained that  there  was  no  provision  for  such  a 
barrier;  and  he  thus  energetically  urges  his  ob- 
jection   in  his  letter  (o  Mr.  Stanley,  the  British 
Plenipotentiary  at   Paris,   dated  on   the  26tli   of 
June,  1761.     "  As  to  the  fixation  of  new  limits  to 
Canada  towards  the  Ohio,  it  is  captious  and  in- 
sidious, thrown  out  in  hope,  if  agreed  to,  to  shorten 
thereby  the  extent  of  Canada,  and  to  lengthen  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  view  to  estab- 
lish, what  must  be  not  admitted,  namely,  that  all 
which  is  not  Canada  is  Luuisiana,  whereby  all 
the  intermediate  nations  and  countries,  the  true 
barrier  to  each  province,  would  be  given  up  to 
France." 

The  undersigned  confidently  expect  that  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  will  not  again  re- 
proach the  British  Government  with  acting  ia- 
consistenily  with  its  former  practice  and  princi- 
ples, or  repeat  the  assertion  made  in  a  former 
note,  that  a  definition  of  Indian  boundary,  with 
a  view  to  a  neutral  barrier,  was  a  new  and  un- 
precedented demand  by  any  European  Power, 
and,  most  of  all,  by  Great  Britain.  The  very 
instance  selected  by  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries undeniably  proves,  that  such  a  proposition 
had  been  entertained  both  by  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  had  more  particularly  enforced  it. 

It  remains  only  to  notice  two  objections,  which 
the  American  Plenipotentiarieshave  urged  against 
the  proposal  of  Indian  pacification,  advanced  by 
the  undersigned;  first,  that  it  is  not  reciprocal  ^ 
secondly,  that,  as  the  United   Stales  could   have 
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no  security  that  the  Indian  nations  would  con- 
clude a  peace  on  the  terms  proposed,  the  objection 
would  be,  in  effect,  unilateral. 

The  article  now  proposed  by  the  undersigned, 
and  herewith  enclosed,  is  free  from  both  ohjec- 
tions,  and  appears  to  ihera  so  characterized  by  a 
spirit  of  moderation  and  peace,  that  they  earnestly 
anticipate  the  concurrence  of  ihe  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries. 

In  making  a  last  effort  in  this  stage  of  the  war, 
the  undersigned  are  not  apprehensive  that  the 
motives  which  have  influenced  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  to  direct  a  renewal  of  the 
proposition,  with  its  present  modifications,  can 
be  misunderstood  or  misrepresented. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  proposition 
thus  offered,  the  undersigned  deliver  it  as  their 
ultimatum,  and  now  await  with  anxiety  the  an- 
swer of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  on  which 
their  continuance  in  this  place  will  depend. 

The  unilersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
portunity of  renewing  to  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries the  assurance  of  their  high  considera- 
tion. 

GAMBIER. 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

The  United  Slates  of  America  engage  to  put 
an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  ihe 
present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or 
nations  of  Indians  with  whom  they  may  be  at 
war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith 
to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  respectively, 
all  the  possessions,  rights,  and  privileges,  which 
they  may  have  enjoyed,  or  been  entitled  to,  in 
ISll,  previous  to  such  hostilities. 

Provided,  always,  That  such  tribes  or  nations 
shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
the  United  States  of  America,  their  citizens  and 
subjects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty 
bein*'  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall 
so  desist  accordingly. 

And  His  Britannic  Majesty  engages,  on  his 
part,  to  put  an  end.  immediately  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all 
the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  he 
may  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification, 
and  forthwith  lo  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations 
respectively,  all  the  possessions,  rights,  and  priv- 
ileges, which  they  may  have  enjoyed,  or  been 
entitled  to.  in  1811.  previous  to  such  hostilities. 

Provided,  always,  That  such  tribes  or  nations 
shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  subjects,  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being  notified  to 
such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  desist  accord- 
ingly-    j 

From  the  American  to  the  British  Ministers. 
Ghent,  October  13,  1814. 
The  undersigned   have  the  honor  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  Plenipotentia- 
ries of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  dated  on   the  8th 
instant. 

Satisfied  of  the  impossibility  of  persuading  the 


world  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
was  liable  to  any  well  grounded  imputation  of  a 
spirit  of  conquest,  or  of  injustice  towards  other 
nations,  theundersigned,  in  affording  explanations 
on  several  of  the  topics  adverted  to  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  during  this  negotiation,  were 
actuated  by  the  sole  motive  of  removing  errone- 
ous impressions. 

Still  influenced  by  the  same  motive,  they  will 
now  add,  that  at  the  time  when  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister was  remonstrating  at  Washington  against 
the  transfer  of  Louisiana,  orders  were  given  by 
his  Government  for  its  delivery  to  France;  that 
it  was,  in  fact,  delivered  a  short  time  after  that 
remonstrance;  and  that,  if  the  treaty  by  which 
the  United  States  acquired  it  had  not  been  rati- 
fied, it  would  have  become  of  course  a  French 
colony.  The  undersigned  believe  that  the  evi- 
dence of  the  assent  of  Spain  to  that  transfer  has 
been  promulgated.  They  neither  admit  the  al- 
leged disability  of  the  Spanish  monarch,  nor  the 
inference  which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
would  seem  to  deduce  from  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  assent  was  voluntarily  given  in  the  year  1804, 
by  the  same  King.  who.  about  the  same  time, 
ceded  Trinidad  to  Great  Britain,  and  prior  to  the 
time  when  he  was  again  engaged  in  a  war  with 
her.  The  cession  by  France  was  immediately 
communicated  to  Great  Britain,  no  circumstance 
affecting  it,  and  then  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
United  States,  being  intentionally  concealed  from 
her.  She  expressed  her  satisfaction  with  it,  and 
if  in  any  possible  state  of  the  case,  she  would  have 
had  a  right  to  question  the  transaction,  it  does  not 
appear  to  the  undersigned  that  she  is  now  author- 
ized to  do  so. 

After  staling,  generally,  that  the  proclamations 
of  Generals  Hull  and  Smyth  were  neither  author- 
ized nor  approved  by  their  Governtnenl.  the  un- 
dersigned could  not  have  expected  that  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  would  suppose  that  their  state- 
ment did  not  embrace  the  only  part  of  the  proc- 
lamations which  was  a  subject  of  consideration. 
The  undersigned  had.   indeed,  hoped   that,  by 
stating   in  their  note  of  the  9th  ultimo   that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  had  been  disposed  to  make 
peace  without  obtaining  any  cession  of  territory, 
and  by  referring  lo  their  knowledge  of  that  dis- 
position, and   to  instructions  accordingly  given 
from  July.  1812,  to  January,  1814.  they  would  ef- 
fectually remove  the  impression   that  the  annex- 
ation of  Canada   to  the   United   States  was  the 
declared  object  of  their  Government.     Not  only 
have  the  undersigned   been  disappointed   in  this 
expectation,   but    the  only   inference  which   the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  have  thought  proper  to 
draw  from  this  explicit  statement  has  been  that, 
either  the  American  Government,  by  not  giving 
instructions  subsequent  to  the  pacification  of  Eu- 
rope, or  the  undersigned,  by  not  acting  under  such 
instructions,  gave  no  proof  of  a  sincere  desire  to 
bring  the  present  negotiations  to  a  favorable  con- 
clusron.     The  undersigned  did  not  allucje,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  alleged  intention   to  annex  Canada 
to  the  United  States,  to  any  instructions  given  by 
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t\r  Governraent  subsequent  to   January  last. 
[ause  a>kiiig  at   this  time  for  no  accession  ot^ 
fitory,  ic  was  only  of  its   previous  disposition 
t   it  appea/ed  necessary  to  adduce  any  proof. 
erron»>ou?  was   the   inference   drawn   by  the 
■itish  Plenipotentiaries  in  both  respects,  that  it 
,,  in  virtue  of  the  instructions  of  June  last,  that 
tij- undersigned  were  enabled,  in  their  note  of  the 
2^h  of  August,  to  slate  that  the  causes  of  the  war 
bt«ween  the  t^nited  States  and  Great  Britain  hav- 
j?J.  clisappea!|ed    by  ihe  maritime    pacification  of 
I-Aiiope,  they  had  been  authorized  to  agree  to  its 
tj^inalion  ypon  a  mutual  restoration  of  territo- 
jr^  and  wlth^■>ul  making  tlie  conclusion  of  peace 
'fdepend  on*  a   successful   arrangement  of  those 
ints  on  wbich  differences  had  existed, 
bonsideririg  the  present  state  of  the  negotiation, 
X\i'  undersigned  will   abstain,  at   this  time,   from 
•alducing  any  evidence  or  remarks  upon  the  in- 
fiTence  which   has  been  exerted  over   the  Indian 
l^ben   inhabiting   the   territories  of   the   United 
fcjlates.and  the  nature  of  those  excitements  which 
Jmxe  been  employed  by  British  traders  and  agents. 
.   *The  arguments  and  facts  already  brought  for- 
' JLrd  by  iheundersigned  respecting  the  political 
■e^dition  of;those  tribes  render  it  unnecessary  for 
'tkitm  to  mai^e  many  observations  on  those  of  the 
Aitish   Pleriipoteatiaries  on  that  subject.     The 
ijalies  of  1763,  and  of  1783,  were   those  princi- 
i*^lly  alluded   to  by  the  undersigned    lo  illustrate 
1-*  prtcticeiof  Great   Britain.     She  did  not  ad- 
iljt  in  the  first,  nor  require  in  the  last,  any  stipu- 
ijions  respecting  t!>e   Indians  who.  in  one  case, 
l#d  been  he<  enemies,  and  in  the  other  her  allies, 
■  (^d  who,  in  both  instances,  fell  by  the  peace  wilh- 
T  the  dominions  of  that   Power  against  whom 
iXey  had  been  engaged  in  the  preceding  war. 
•  TXhe   negotiation  of  1761,  was  quoted   for   the 
rpose  of  proving  what  appears  to  be  fully  estab- 
hed  by  the  answer  of  England  to  tlie  ultimatum 
France,  delivered  on  the  1st  of  September  of 
^at  year,  ttiat  His  Britannic  Majesty  would  not 
^nounce  his  right  of  protection  over  the  Indian 
^iions  reputed  to  be  within  his  dominions,  that 
ITto  say,  between  the  British  settlemeois  and  the 
Mississippi.     Mr.  Pitt's  letter,  cited  by  the  British 
plenipotentiaries,  far  from  contradicting  that  po- 
rtion, goes  still  further.     It  states  that  "  the  fixa- 
ion  oi'  the  new  limits  to  Canada,  as  proposed  by 
ranee,  is  intended  to  shorten  the  extent  of  Can- 
da,  which  was  to  be  ceded   to   England,  and  to 
'Dgtheu    t^e    boundaries   of   Louisiana,    which 
^'rance  v/dp  to  keep,  and  in  the  view  to  establish 
^hat  mu;  t-Oe  not  admitted,  namely,  that  all  which 
%  not  Cacfada  is  Louisiana,  whereby  all   the  in- 
termediate nations  and  countries,  the  true  barrier 
m  etch  province,  would  be  given  up  to  France." 
'^his  is  prtcisely  the  principle  uniformly  supporl- 
td  by  the  undersigned,  to  wit,  that  the  recognition 
i  2f  a  bound-try  gives  up  to  the  nation  in  whose  be- 
'  Jalf  It  IS  made,  all  the  Indian  tribes  and  countries 
;   Iriihin   thijt   boundary.     It  was  on  this  principle 
5   Ifhat  the  undersigned  have  confidently  relied  on 
;   faie  treaty  of  1783,  which  fixes  and  recognises  the 
I  tuundary  of  the  United   States  without  making 
i  kny  reserVAiion  respecting  Indian  tribes. 

i 


But  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  unable  to  pro- 
duce a  solitary  precedent  of  one  European  Power 
treating  for  the  savages  inhabiting  within  the  do- 
minions of  another,  have  been  compelled,  in  sup- 
port of  their  principle,  to  refer  to  the  German 
Empire,  a  body  consisting  of  several  independent 
Stales,  recognised  as  such  by  the  whole  world, 
and  separately  mainiaining,  with  foreign  Powers, 
the  relations  belonging  to  such  a  condition.  Can 
it  be  necessary  to  prove  that  there  is  no  sort  of 
analogy  between  the  political  situation  of  these 
civilized  communities  and  that  of  the  wandering 
tribes  of  North  American  savages? 

In  referring  to  what  the  British  Plenipotentia- 
ries represent  as  alarming  and  novel  pretensions, 
which  Great  Briiain  can  never  authorize,  the  un- 
dersigned might  complain  that  the«e  alleged  pre- 
tensions have  not  been  stated,  either  in  terms  or 
in  substance,  as  expres.«!ed  by  themselves.  This, 
however,  is  the  less  material  as  any  further  rec- 
ognition of  them  by  Great  Britain  is  not  necessary 
nor  required.  On  theolher  hand,  they  can  never 
admit  nor  recognise  the  principles  or  pretensions 
asserted  in  the  course  of  this  correspondence  by 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  and  which  to  them 
appear  novel  and  alarming. 

The  article  proposed  by  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries in  their  last  note,  not  including  the  In- 
dian tribes  as  parties  in  the  peace,  and  leaving 
the  United  States  free  to  effect  its  object  in  the 
mode  consonant  with  the  relations  which  they 
have  constantly  maintained  with  those  tribes; 
partaking,  also,  of  the  nature  of  an  amnesty,  and 
being  at  the  same  time  reciprocal,  is  not  liable  to 
that  objection,  and  accords  with  the  views  uni- 
formly professed  by  the  undersigned  of  placing 
those  tribes  precisely,  and  in  every  respect  in  the 
same  situation  as  that  in  which  they  stood  before 
the  commencement  of  hostilities.  This  article, 
thus  proposing  only  what  the  undersigned  have 
so  olten  assured  the  Briti>h  Plenipotentiaries 
would  necessarily  follow,  if,  indeed,  it  has  not  al- 
ready, as  is  highly  probable,  preceded,  a  peace  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  Slates,  the 
undersigntd  agree  to  admit  it  in  substance  as  a 
provisional  article,  subject,  in  the  manner  origi- 
nally proposed  by  the  British  Government,  to  the 
approbation  or  rejection  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  which,  having  given  no  in- 
structions to  the  undersigned  on  this  point,  can- 
not be  bound  by  any  article  they  may  admit  on 
the  subject. 

Ii  will,  of  course,  be  understood  that  if,  unhap- 
pily, peace  should  not  be  the  result  of  the  present 
negotiation,  the  article  thus  conditionally  agreed 
to  shall  be  of  no  effect,  and  shall  not,  in  any  future 
neguiiaiion,  be  brought  forward  by  either  party 
by  way  of  argument  or  precedent. 

This  article  having  been  presented  asaa  indis- 
pensable preliminary,  and  being  now  accepted, 
the  undersigned  request  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  communicate  to  them  a  project  of  a 
treaty  embracing  all  the  points  deemed  material 
by  Great  Britain;  the  undersigned  engaging  on 
their  part,  to  deliver,  immediately  after,  a  counter 
project  with  respect  lo  all  the  articles  to  which 
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they  may  noi  agre«.  and  on  the  subjects  deemed 
materuil  by  the  United  States,  and  which  may  be 
admitted  in  the  British  project. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY. 
JONATHAN   RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


From  the  British  to  the  American  Ministers 

Ghent.  October  21,  1814. 
The  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  of  receiv- 
ing the  note  of  the  American  Plenipoteniiaries  of 
ihelSih  instant,  communicating  their  acceptance 
of  the  article  which  the  undersigned  had  propo.sed 
on  the  subject  of  the  pacification  and  rights  ot  the 

Indian  nations.  . 

The  undersigned  are  happy  in  being  thus  re- 
lieved from  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  several 
topics  which,  though  they  arose  in  the  course  of 
iheir  discussions,  have  only  an  incidental  connex- 
ion wiih  ihe  differences  remaining  to  be  adjusted 
between  the  two  countries. 

With  a  view  to  this  adjustment  iheundersign- 
ed, preferring  in  the  present  state  of  the  negotia- 
tion a  general  statement  to  the  formal  arrange- 
ment ol  articles,  are  willing  so  far  to  comply  with 
the  request  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries 
coniamed  in  their  la>t  note,  as  to  waive  the  ad- 
vantage to  which  they  think  they  were  fairly  en- 
titled, of  requiring  from  them  the  first  projet  of  a 

treaty. 

The  undersigned  having  slated,  at  the  first  con 
ference  the  points  upon  which  His  Majesty  s 
Governraent  considered  the  discussions  between 
the  two  countries  as  likely  to  turn,  cannot  better 
satisfy  the  request  of  ihe  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries than  by  referring  them  to  that  conference 
for  a  s'tatement  of  the  points  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  His  Majesty's  Governnaent,  yet  remain  to 

be  adjusted.  .       .  ,  r 

With  respect  to  the  forcible  seizure  ol   man- 
ners from  on  board  merchant  vessels  on  ihe  high 
seas,  and  ihe  rights  of  the  King  of  Great  Britam 
to  the  allegiance  of  all  his  native  subjects    and 
with  respect  to  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British 
empire,  the  undersigned  conceive  that,  after  the 
pretensions  asserted   by   the  Government  ol   the 
United   Slates,  a  more  satisfactory   proof  ol  the 
conailiatory  spirit  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
cannot  be  given  than  by  not  requiring  any  stipu- 
lation on  those  subjects,  which,  though  most  im- 
portant in  themselves,  no  longer,  in  consequence 
of  the  maritime  pacification  of  Europe,  produce 
the  same  practical  results.  ,  , 

On  the  subject  of  the  fisheries  the  undersigned 
expressed,  with  so  much  frankness,  at  the  confer- 
ence already  referred  to,  the  views  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, that  they  consider  any  turiher  observa- 
tions on  that  topic  as  unnecessary  at  the  present 

^'"on  the  question  of  the  boundary  between  the 
dominions  of  His  Majesty  and  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  the   undersigned  are  led  to  expect, 


from  the  discussion  which  this  subject  has  already 
undergone,  that  the  Northwestern  boundary,  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  (the 
intended  arrangement  of  1803.)  will  be  admitted 
without  objection. 

In   regard  lo  other  boundaries,  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries,  in  their  note  of  August  24th, 
appeared  in  some  measure  to  object  to  the  propo- 
sitions then  made  by  the  undersigned,  as  not  be- 
ing on    the  basis  of  uti  possidetiM.     The  under- 
signed are  willing  to  ireat  on  that  basis,  subject 
to  such  modifications  as  mutual  convenience  may 
be   found   to  require;   and    they   trust   that   the 
American  Plenipoteniiaries  will  show,   by  their 
ready  acceptance  of  this  basis,  that  they  duly  ap- 
preciate ihe  moderation  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, in  so  far  consuliing  ihe  honor  and  fair  pre- 
tensions of  the  United  States  as,  in  the  relative 
situation  of  the  two  countries,  to  authorize  such 


a  proposition.  p    •  • 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
portuniiy  to  renew  to  the  American  Plenipoleo- 
tiaries  the  assurance  of  iheir  high  consideration. 

GAMBIER. 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


From  the  American  to  ihe  British  Minister*. 
Ghent,  October  2i,  1814. 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries, of  the  21st  instant.  ,     ,      . 

Amongst  the  general  observations  which  the 
undersigned,   in  their  note  of  the  24lh  August 
made  on  the  propobiiions  then  brought  forward 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  they  re- 
marked,   that   those    propositions    were    founded 
neither  on  the  basis  of  uti  potsidelu  nor  on  that 
of  status  ante  bellum.    But  so  far  were  they  from 
su"<Testing  the  uti  possidetis  as  the  basis  on  which 
ihev  were  disposed   lo  treat,  that,   in  ihe  same 
note,  they  expressly  stated  that  they  had  been  m- 
sirucled  to  conclude  a   peace  on  the  principle  of 
both    parties    restoring    whatever    territory    they 
might   have    uken.     The   undersigned   also    de- 
clared in  that  note,  that  they  had  no  authority  to 
cede   any    part  of    the   territory  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  no  stipulation  to  ^hat  effect  would 
ihey  subscribe.     And  in  the  note  of  the  9th  Sep- 
tember, afier  having  shown  that  the  basis  of  uti 
possidetis,  such  as  ft  was  known  to  exist  at  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation,  gave  no  cla.tn 
lo  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  cessions  of  lerritory 

founded  upon  the  right  of  ^oo^^^'^llYaltreio 
that,  even  if  the  chances  of  war  should  give  to 

Ihe  British  arms  a  »»o^^"i»^)[P°f  ^Ces  such 
parts  ol  the  territory  of  theXJniied  Sta  es,  such 

events  would  not  alter  thvir  views  ^^^^^^S^l^^.^ 
the  terms  of  i^eace.  to  which  they  would  give  iheir 

'"^The' undersigned  can  now  only  repeat  those 
deJlarai"ons  and  decline  treating  upon  the  basis 
JriV^^iSru,  or  upon  a«y  -her  principle  in- 
volvinga  ce.ssion  of  any  part  of  the  territory  oi 
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,    United    States.      As  they   bare    aniformly 

sAted.  they  can  treat  only  upon  the  principle  of 
a.fcautual   restoration  of  whatever  territory  may 
ib»  ve  been  taken  by  either  party.    From  this  prin- 
c*>le  they  cinnot  recede  ;  anil  the  undersigned, 
ajier  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  British  Plen- 
i|jp)tentiarirs.  that  Great  Britain  had  no  view  to  1 
Mquisiiion  of  territory  in  this  negotiation,  deem  I 
'i(|pece5sary  to  add,  that  the  utility  of  its  continu- 
ance depends  on  their  adherence  to  this  principle, 
rflie  undersigned  having  declared  in  their  note  I 
o^ihe  24th  of  August,  that,  although  instructed  ' 
a«J  prepared  to  enter  into  an  amicable  discussion  i 
^oiall  the  points  on  which  differences  or   uncer-  ' 
t.-liity  had   existed,  and    which   might   hereafter 
t«^.d  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two  countries.  \ 
tlly  would  not  make  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  j 
Tall  depend  upon  a  successful  result  of  the  dis-  ! 
-.sion  ;  and  bavins  since  agreed  to  the  prelim-  \ 
iry  article  proposed  by  the  British  Government,  j 
\\    belu'ved    that    the   negotiations,  already  so  ; 
\g  protracted,  could  not  be  brought  to  an  early 
iiclusion,  otherwise  than  by  a  communication  i 
U.  project,  embracing  all  the  other  specific  prop-  i 
^tions  which   Great  Britain   intended   to  offer,  j 
ey  repeat   their    request    in   that  respect,  and  | 
;1  have  no  objection  to  a  simultaneous  exchange  ] 
jhe  project  of  both  parlies.     This  course  will  i 
ig  fairly  into  discussion   the  other  topics  em-  I 
^•ed  in  the  last  note  of  the  British  Plenipoten-  I 
:ti,  lies,  to  which  the  undersigned  have  thought  it  | 
;u^i#ecess;iry  to  advert  at  the  present  time. 

irhe  undersigned  renew  to  the  British  Pleni- 
.pj|entiaries  ihe  assurance  of  their  high  consider- 
♦atjsn.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

5  I  JAMES  A.  BAYARD. 

♦  HENRY  CLAY. 

'  I  JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

A.  GALLATIN, 
[ro  the  Plenipote.^tiaries 

of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  ^c. 


|e  American  Plenipotentiaries  to  the  Secretary  of 
►^  State. 

Ghent.  October  31,  18U. 
*.j;iR :  The  detention  of  the  Chauncey  at  Ostend 
ibles  us  to  send  you  the  enclosed  note  from  the 
itish    Plenipotentiaries,  which   we    have  just 
Mved. 

^e  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 
ix  obedient  servants. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
:         J.  A.  BAYARD, 
H.  CLAY. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
;        ALBERT  GALLATLN. 
J.  MpNROE,  Sec^ry  of  State. 

1  From  the  Bnlish  to  the  .\mcricam  .MiDLsters. 

I  Ghent,  October  31,  1814. 

fTbe  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
e(»*:e  the  recijipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them 
byjlihe  American  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  24th 
ifJiant.  in  which  they  object  to  the  basis  of  uti 


poMtdetit,  proposed  by  the  undersigned  as  that 
on  which  they  were  willing  to  treat,  in  regard  to 
part  of  the  boundaries  between  the  dominions  of 
His  Majesty  and  those  if  the  United  Stales. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries,  in  their  note 
of  the  13th  instant,  requested  the  undersigned  to 
communicate  to  them  the  projet  of  a  treaty  em- 
bracing ail  the  points  insisted  on  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, engaging,  on  their  part,  to  deliver  immedi- 
ately after  a  contre-projet,  as  to  all  the  articles  to 
which  they  might  not  agree,  and  as  to  all  the 
subjects  deemed  material  by  the  United  States, 
and  omitted  in  the  prryW  of  the  undersigned. 

The  undersigned  were  accordingly  instructed 
to  waive  the  question  of  etiquette,  and  the  ad- 
vantage which  might  result  from  receiving  the 
first  communication,  and,  confiding  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  com- 
municated in  their  note  of  the  21st  instant,  all  the 
points  upon  which  they  were  instructed  io  insist. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  objected 
to  one  essential  part  of  the  projet  thus  communi- 
cated ;  but  before  the  undersigned  can  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  this  objection,  they  must  require 
from  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  that,  pur- 
suant to  their  engagement,  they  will  deliver  a 
contre  projet,  containing  all  their  objections  to  the 
points  submitted  by  the  undersigned,  together 
with  a  statement  of  such  further  points  as  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  consider  to  be 
material. 

The  undersigned  are  authorized  to  state  dis- 
tinctly that  the  article  as  to  the  pacification  and 
right  of  the  Indian  nations  having  been  accepted, 
they  have  brought  forward  in  their  note  of  the 
21st  instant  all  the  propositions  which  they  hare 
to  offer.  They  have  no  further  demands  to  make, 
no  other  stipulations  on  which  they  are  instructed 
to  insist,  and  they  are  empowered  to  sign  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  forthwith,  in  conformity  with  those 
stated  in  their  former  note. 

The  undersigned  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Amei- 
can  Plenipotentiaries  will  no  longer  hesitate  to 
bring  forward,  in  the  form  of  articles,  or  other- 
wise, as  they  may  prefer,  those  ^pecific  proposi- 
tions upon  which  they  are  empowered  to  sign  a 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselvesof  the  present 
opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  the  assurance  of  their  high 
consideration.  GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


GREAT  BRITAIN— PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

[Communicated  to  ConjreM,  October  28,  1814.] 
To  the  Houte  of  Repretentativea 

of  the  United  Statet  .- 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  from  the  Department  of  State,  complying 
with  their  resolution  of  the  15th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
October  28,  1814. 
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Department  of  State,  Oct.  27,  1814. 

The  acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  15th  instant,  has  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitling  to  the  President  the  accompanying  papers 
marked  Nos.  1.  2,  3.  and  4,  as  containing  the  in- 
formation which  is  presumed  to  be  called  for  by 
the  said  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  xMONROE. 

President  q/"r/i«  United  Stales. 


No.  1. 

Extract  of  »  letter  from  Reuben  G.  Beasley,  E«q.,  to 
the  CommiBsary  General  of  Prisoners. 

London.  March  IS,  1814. 
Having  had  several  conversations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  retaliation,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your 
letters  of  the  6th  and  9th  of  January.  1  took  the 
earliest  occasion  to  communicate  the  information 
they  contained.     On  the  9ih  ultimo,  I  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Transport  Board  on   the  subject,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose. 
Although  I  have  received  no  reply  to  this  letter, 
1  have  The  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
been  assured  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and 
have  found  the  fact  confirmed  by  my  own  obser- 
vation, that  the  treatment  of  the  individuals  sent 
to   this  country  for  trial  has  in  no  respect  been 
different  from  that  of  the  other  prisoners  of  war. 

[Enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 
Mr.  Beaaleyto  the  Secretary  of  the  Transport  Board. 
Harley  Street,  Feb.  19,  1814. 
Sir:  In   consequence  of  the  wish  which    you 
verbally  expressed  tome  yesterday,  I  now  present 
to  the  Board,  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been 
communicated  to  me  by  the  Commissary  General 
of  Prisoners  of  the  United  States,  a  statement  of 
the  various  measures  of  retaliation  which  have 
been  forced  on  the  American  Government  by  the 
unwarrantable  acts  of  British  officers.     I  the  more 
readily  comply  with  this  wish,  because   it   will 
lead  to  a  proper  understanding  on  the  subject,  and 
1  persuade  myself  it  will  be  followed  by  measures 
on  the  part  ol  the  British  Government  which  will 
not  only  relieve  the  suffering  individuals  but  put 
an  end  to  the  proceedings,  the  very  idea  of  which 
is  so  painful  to  every  generous  and  humane  feel 
ing.     1  begin  in  the  order  in  which  they  occurred. 
[Here   follows   the    statement  extracted    from 
General  Mason's  letter  of  the  6ih  January]  1814.* 
To    the  foregoing  I   have  to    add,   that  infor- 
mation  has    been  received    by   the    Cooimissary 
General  that   the  British  commanding  officer  at 
Halifax  had  confined  there  sixty-lour  American 
officers.with  intention  to  make  the  number  ninety- 
two,  in  retaliation  for  the  forty-six  British  officers 
confined  by  the  American  Government.     As  soon 


•  This  sUtcment  conUined  the  subsUnce  of  the  cases 
to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Sute  of 
the  14th  April,  1814,  prinUd  by  order  of  the  Senate. 


as  this  should  be  officially  communicated  to  the 
Government,  a  correspondent  and  effectual  mea- 
sure would  be  adopted  in  the  United  Slates. 

In  this  siatemeni.  and  the  documents  which 
accompany  it,  will  be  found  the  disposition  and 
senlimentsof  the  American  Government.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  system  was  not  begun  by  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  Prompt  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
they  owe  to  their  citizens,  ihey  have  consianily 
lamented  the  necessity  of  the  measures  imposed 
on  them,  and  have  on  every  occasion  shown,  as 
you  will  see  exemplified  in  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  acts,  above  recited,  that  the  moment 
the  necessity  of  detention  ceased  to  exist,  the  per- 
sons confined  have  been  released. 

The  British  agent  in  the  United  Slates,  who 
has  been  regularly  informed  of  every  circumstance 
relative  to  ihis  unpleasant  subject,  will  no  doubt  - 
have  done  the  American  Government  the  justice 
to  say,  that  the  sufferings  of  the  individuals  con- 
cerned have  at  all  times  been  as  Utile  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  would  admit. 

It  has  been  thought  extraordinary  that,  contrary 
to  the  slipulalions  of  the  cartel.  American  prison- 
ers have  been  sent  to  this  country  from  Canada. 
This  measure  was  strongly  remonstrated  against 
to  Colonel  Barclay  sometime  ago  ;  but  so  far  from 
having  produced  the  desired  effect,  it  has  been 
continued  under  circumstances  of  the  greatest 
hardship  and  suffering.  About  four  hundred  of 
these  persons,  many  of  whom  had  never  before 
been  at  sea,  were  hurried  on  board  ship,  without 
the  least  previous  notice  to  provide  themselves 
with  necessaries,  and  in  that  situation  exposed  to 
a  boisterous  Winter  passage.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  has  sought  in  vain  for  a  legi- 
timate motive  for  this  conduct,  which  will  neces- 
sarily lead  to  a  corresponding  measure  of  severity, 
if  not  satisfactorily  explained. 

I  am  instructed  to  make  inquiry  relative  to  the 
situation  of  all  the  prisoners  who  have  from  time 
to  time  been  sent  to  this  country  ;  and  to  give  in- 
formation of  places  of  confinement  and  treatment 
of  those  who  were  sent  here  for  trial. 

I  have  to  remark,  that,  while  the  British  pris- 
oners in  the  United  Slates  have  been  treated  in 
exact  conformity  to  the  stipulations  contained  in 
the  cartel,  no  change  whatever  has  been  made  in 
the  treatment  of  American  prisoners  in  close  con- 
finement, nor  has  any  satisfactory  reason  been 
given  why  they  have  not  been  placed  on  the  same 
footing. 

The  situation  of  the  British  officers  who  are 
held  in  the  United  Slates  as  hostages  to  answer 
in  their  persons  for  the  safely  and  proper  treat- 
ment of  the  American  prisoners,  will  be  found 
described  in  the  extract  ofa  letter  herewith  trans- 
mitted, dated  13th  December,  1813.  and  it  will 
continue  the  same  while  it  is  understood  that 
American  officers,  in  the  hands  of  the  British 
Government,  meet  with  similar  treatment. 

1  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

B.  G.  BEASLEY. 

ALE.XANDER  McLeay,  Esq.,  <tc. 
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No.  2. 
,  '-^itracts  oi»  letter  otinstructions  from  the  Secretary 
I  ^  ^f  State  to  Colonel  Tobia«  Lear. 

^  Washington.  June  27. 1814. 

On  the  subject  of  hostages,  if  aoy  are  retained 

-ii  either  side,  it  cannot  be  admitted  that  a  num- 

'r  of  prisoners  shall  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 

'jemy  in  that  stale,  or  in  any  other,  different  from 

lie  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  of  war.  greater  than 

\all  be  held   by  us   to  answer   for    their   proper 

eatment  find  safety. 

You  are  hot  unacquainted  with  the  cause  which 
duced  the  Government  to  designate  certain  per- 
ns prisoners  of  war.  in  our  possession,  to  abide 
/e  fate  of  ;»uch  American  prisoners  of  war  as  the 
.^emy  had  thought  proper  to  separate  from  their 
<^;mrades,  and  to  transport,  under  severe  and  igno- 
Jlinious  coofinemenf,  to  England,  for  trial  as  trait- 
rs.     While  this  treatment  continued,  and  while 
[lere  was  a   probability  of  the    threatened    trial 
nd  punishment,  this  Government  could  not,  and 
Duld   not,  have  relaxed  in   the  measures  it  had 
adopted.     Information,  however,  having  been  re- 
i«*ntly  received  from  Mr.  Beasley,  American  agent 
V   prisoners  at   London,  dated  on   the   18th  of 
larch  last,  by  which  it  is  known  that  he  had  re- 
eived   assonances,  and  that   he  was  satisfied  of 
ce  fact,  thit  the  treatment  of  the  individuals  sent 
'that  country,  avowedly  for  trial,  has  been  in 
I  resp<ct  different  from  that  of  other  prisoners 
.' war,  the  President  has  been  induced  to  hope, 
om  this  circumstance,  as  well  as  from  the  length 
time  which  has  elapsed  since  these  persons  have 
n  in  England,  without  having  been  brought  to 
>al,  that   a  is  nut   the   intention  of  the  British 
overnment  to  take  a  step  which  would  inevita- 
y  involve  consequences  shocking  to  humanity  ; 
•nd  sincerely  desirous  of  lessening,  as  much  as 
possible,  tht;  sufferings  of  individuals  on  both  sides, 
te  has  determined  that,  reserving  to  the  Govern- 
laent  the  full  right  of  replacing  the  hostages,  who 
Ijay  have  been  designated  here,  and  retaining  the 
iower  to  do  so,  such  of  the  prisoners  taken  iroro 
^le  conim.-jnd  of  Sir  George  Prevost,as  have  been 
40  designated,  may  be  now  exchanged.     You  are 
Accordingly  authorized  to  stipulate  that  the  pro- 
jhosed  release  and  exchange  shall  be  without  dis- 
y,nction  of  hostages,  taking  care  that  it  shall  be 

•  eciprocal,  «nd  that  a  sp)ecial  reservation  be  made 
\f  the  rigtit,  which  may  be  common,  to  replace 

fliem,  wheaever  it  is  deemed  proper  to  do  so. 

No.  3. 

Vltracta  of  ituch  parts  of  a  convention  for  the  exchange 

•  of  pnson-.rs  of  war,  proposed  on  the  15lh  of  April, 
^  1814,  and  of  the  ingtrumenl  by  which  it  was  modi- 
,  fied,  and  :6nally  agreed  upon,  on  the  16th  of  July 
4  folluwing  between  agentd  duly  authorized  by  the 
i  cJecrelary^of  Stale  of  the  United  States,  on  the  one 

tpart,  and  Sir  George  Prevoat,  (Jommander-in-Chief 
of  the  British  forces  in  the  Canadas,  on  the  other,  as 
relates  to,  those  who  had  been,  on  either  side,  con- 
'2  fined  undi^r  the  system  of  retaliation. 
i'Mracta  of  the  Convention  of  the  I5th  of  April. 
\  Article  1.  It  is  mutually  stipulated  and  agreed, 
fbat  all  the  persons  belonging  to  the  army,  navy, 


or  militia,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  or  the  provinces  or  dependencies 
thereof,  under  the  command,  authority,  and  juris- 
diction of  his  excellency  Sir  George  Prevost,  or 
aoy  subjects  or  residents  thereof,  within  the  same 
command,  authority,  and  jurisdiction,  who  may 
have  beeu  captives  during  the  present  war,  under 
and  by  the  command  and  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates,  and  also  all  persons 
belonging  to  the  navy,  army,  or  militia  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  or  citizens  or  residents  of  the  same,  or 
any  of  them,  who  may  have  been  made  captives 
during  the  present  war,  by  and  under  the  com- 
mand and  authority  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  afore- 
said ;  and  which  said  persons,  so  respectively  cap- 
tured, are  now  held  in  confinement  by  the  said 
respective  parties  either  as  prisoners  of  war,  hos- 
tages, or  otherwise,  shall  be  mutually  and  respect- 
ively forthwith  released  from  confinement,  and 
sent,  or  permitted  to  proceed,  to  the  United  States 
or  Canada,  respectively,  in  the  manner  hereinaf- 
ter pointed  out.  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be, 
saving  and  excepting  always  the  first  three-and- 
twenty  men  first  put  into  confinement  on  princi- 
ples of  retaliation,  as  hostages,  by  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  put  into  confinement  by  his  excellency 
Sir  George  Prevost,  in  retaliation  for  tne  coo- 
Gnement  of  the  said  twenty-three  men,  private 
soldiers. 

Art.  9.  It  is  further  mutually  agreed,  that  all 
the  persons  thus  released,  and  sent  or  permitted 
to  return  to  their  respective  countries,  who  are 
now  in  Lower  Canada,  or  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Alleghany  mountains  in  the  United  States, 
and  also  all  prisoners  of  war  who  are  now  on  pa- 
role, or  otherwise  in  their  respective  countries,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  exchanged, 
and  that  they,  and  every  of  ihem,  from  and  afier 
the  15th  of  May  next,  shall  be  perfectly  and  en- 
tirely free  to  enter  and  engage  in  the  military, 
naval,  or  other  service  of  their  repective  countries, 
as  if  they  never  had  been  prisoners  of  war  and 
hostages;  and,  in  like  manner,  all  the  said  persons 
who  are  on  the  western  side  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  in  the  United  States,  and  those  who 
are  in  or  near  Halifax  or  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
who  were  captured  by  and  under  the  command 
of  Sir  George  Prevost,  ?hall  be,  and  are  hereby, 
declared  exchanged,  and  at  liberty  to  enter  into 
the  naval,  military,  or  other  service  of  their  re- 
spective countrie>,  as  if  they  had  never  been  made 
prisoners  of  war  and  hostages. 

Art.  12.  It  is  further  mutually  agreed  and  ex- 
pressly understood,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
IS  intended  or  shall  in  any  manner  prevent  or 
hinder  either  party  from  resorting  to  retaliation, 
or  replacing  said  ho>tages,  whenever  either  may 
deem  it  proper,  for  the  past  or  any  future  act  or 
conduct  of  the  opposite  party. 

Extracts  of  the  instrument  of  modification  and  ratifica- 
tion of  the  16th  of  July. 
Preamble. — The   following   modifications   of 
the  said  Convention  of  the  15th  of  April  last  have 
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been  agreed  to;  in  consequence  of  which  the  same 
IS  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Stales,  in  virtue  of  the  full  powers 
given  to  the  aforesaid  Tobias  Lear,  the  same  hav- 
ing been  before  ratified  by  his  excellency  Sir 
George  Prevost,  (Sbc. 

Article  1.  The  twenty-three  British  soldiers 
put  into  confinement  as  hostages  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  fortv-six  American  commissioned 
and  non-commissioned  officers  put  in  confinement 
by  his  excellency  Sir  George  Prevost,  in  retalia- 
tion for  the  confinement  of  the  said  twenty-three 
soldiers,  as  mentioned  in  the  1st  article  of  the 
aforesaid  Convention,  are  to  be  immediately  re- 
leased and  exchanged,  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  prisoners  of  war  mentioned  in  said  article. 

Art.  2.  All  accounts  of  exchange,  relative  to 
prisoners  of  war.  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates,  of  ihe  army,  navy,  and  mi- 
litia, of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  of  all  other 
persons,  subjects  or  residents  of  the  one,  or  citi- 
zens or  residents  of  the  other,  captured  by  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Prevost, 
or  from  his  command  or  authority,  during  the 
present  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  prior  to  the  I5ih  of  April  last,  and  for 
the  release  and  exchange  of  whom  it  is  stipulated 
by  the  9tli  article  of  the  aforesaid  Convention  of 
the  15th  of  April  aforesaid,  and  the  tweniy-lhree 
and  forty-six  hostages,  before  mentioned,  are  by 
this  present  modification  definitely  liquidated  and 
settled,  without  either  party  having  any  preten- 
sion or  right  to  any  claim  therein  hereafter. 


that  description,  whose  names  are  enclosed.  The 
few  then  remaining,  with  the  desire  to  meet  the 
relaxation  proposed  by  you,  I  will  direct  to  be 
confined,  with  other  non-paroled  prisoners,  on 
board  the  prison-ship  at  Salem. 


No.  4. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  (Jcneral  of  Prisoners,  dated 
Bladensburg,  June  14,  1814. 
Should  there  be  any  British  prisoners  of  war 
remaining  in  these  States  from  New  York  east- 
ward, permit  me  to  recommend   their  being  re- 
leased, and  sent  in  the  Matilda  (cartel)  lately  ar- 
rived at  Salem,  with  American  prisoners.     In  the 
number  1  hope  you  will  include  all  those  now 
held  as  hostages,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  I 
have  recommended  to  the  Admiral  and  General 
the  release  of  all  Americans  held  on  similar  prin- 
ciples, to  the  state  of  ordinary  prisoners ;  and  that 
Mr.  Mitchell  be  informed  he  is  at  liberty  to  select 
them  to  be  sent  to  these  States,  in  return  for  Brit- 
ish prisoners  received. 


Cdonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  General  Mason. 

Bladensburg,  June  21,  1814. 
Sir:   I  had  hoped,  in  consequence  of  my  bav- 
in*^ acquainted  you  I  had  recommended  the  naval 
an'd  military  commanders  at  Halifax  to  release 
to  the  state  of  ordinary  prisoners  all  the  Ameri- 
cans then  held  on  retaliatory  principles,  that  this 
Government  would   have  been  induced  to  adopt 
a  similar   conciliatory  measure,  and   thereby  re- 
lieve the  unfortunate  men  who  have  been  so  un- 
pleasantly situated.     You  will,  by  a  reperusal  of 
my  late   letters  on   this  subject,  perceive  the  un- 
pleasant consequences  to  which    His   Majesty's 
Government    will   be  driven,   if  the  acts  above 
mentioned  on   the  part  of  His  Majesty  do   not 
meet  a  corresponding  conduct  on  the  part  of  this 
Government. 

Mr.  Prince,  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  has 
informed  Mr.  Simpson,  that  you  have  directed 
him  to  retain  eighteen  British  prisoners  as  host- 
ages for  a  like  number  of  men,  part  of  the  one 
hundred  and  one  American  prisoners  sent  last 
Autumn  to  England. 

On  the  14ih  instant  I  requested  you  to  inform 
me  whether  you  would  consent  that  all  the  Brit- 
ish prisoners  who  might  remain  in  the  Eastern 
States  after   the  departure  of  the  Perseverance 
cartel  to  Halifax,  should  be  sent  in  the  Matilda 
cartel  for  Halifax,  for  whom   I  would  order  aa 
equivalent   to   be  returned.     A    measure  of  this 
nature  must  prove  equally  advanugeous  to  both 
nation.s.     Permit  me  to  request  your  answer,  and 
if  It  is  the  determination  of  this  Government  to 
hold  any  British  subjects  as  hostages,  that  you 
will  favor  me  with  a  list  of  their  names,  the  per- 
sons they  are  held  for,  and  the  places  of  confine- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 

vfl  n  t 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
General  Mason,  &-c. 


Extract  of  a   letter  from   the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

June  21,  1812. 
On  the  subject  of  hostages,  I  will  cheerfully 
direct  to  be  released  and  sent  to  Halifax  any  such 
as  we  now  hold  on  the  maritime  frontier  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, if  you  will  engage  that  ihe  persons  at 
Halifax  on  whose  account  they  were  confined, 
shall  be'immediately  released  and  returned  to  the 
United  Slates.     1  believe  there  are  but  sixteen  of 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

Bladensburg.  JuTt£  22,  1814. 

Sir:  I  am  this  moment  honored  with  your  let- 
ter of  yesterday.  ,, 

I  am  pleased  with  your  consenting  to  send  tU 
the  British  prisoners  remaining  in  the  Eastern 
Stales  to  Halifax,  and  that  the  Hostages  are  to  be 
included.  I  have  repeatedly  informed  yo"'  »n*^ 
I  had  requested  every  American  prisoner,  held  as 
a  hostage  at  Halifax,  should  be  released  to  the 
state  of  ordinary  prisoners,  and  that  Mr.  Mitchell 
should  be  at  liberty  to  select  whom  he  pleased  in 
making  up  the  equivalent  to  be  sent  from  Halt- 


I 
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I  wlll^be  answerable  that  the  aboTC  is  car- 
ed into  effect,  and  that  an  equivalent,  under 
(r.  Mitchell's  election,  is  immediately  sent  from 

\  \   ^lifax  to  Salem,  in  return  for  the  men  whom 

i  t  le  Matilda;  carries  from  Salem. 


thought  proper  (o  convey  part  of  that  letter,  with 

the  remark,  that  after  the  manner  in  which  the 
subject  of  hostages  had  been  treated  in  your  let- 
ter of  ihe  14th  of  June,  and  mine  of  the  21st  and 
22d  of  the  same  month,  considering  the  informa- 
tion I  had  given  you  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  of 
May,  of  the  relaxation  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  condition  of  the  twenty  three  hostages  id  our 
power  at  Greenbuhh.  and  the  cause  of  it,  and  the 
communication  I  had  made  you  as  late  as  the 
28ih  ultimo,  of  the  Convention  concluded  with 
Sir  George  Prevo-i.  by  which  these  and  all  other 

•  k-.  „f'.Wo,'>o<  i»  iini   orKl  I  hostages  appertaining  to   the  class  of  prisoners 

jur  engagement  in  that  ol  the  .^Jd  in>tant,  ana    "       ^    .l''      r         ?  j  '     i        j 

,,  compliance  with  the  terms  uf  mine  of  yesier-    captured  by  or  from  h.s  command    were  released 

.,y,  by  the-  mail   made  up   to-day,  instruct   Mr.    and  finally  exchanged,  it  could  not  have  been  ex- 

;rmce  to  collect  all  the  prisoners  he  can,  in  a  rea-    P^'^^d.  ^vhen  you  thought  proper  to  make  lurther 

inquiry  as  to  the  situation  ol  those  persons  yet 
remaining  in  our  possession,  who  had  been  hos- 
tages, and  the  intention  of  the  Government  to- 
ward them,  you  should  have  then  resorted  to  the 
same  declaration  of  consequences,  conveyed  id 
terms  amounting  to  a  threat,  which  you  had  been 
informed   in  a  letter  I  addressed   to  you   on    the 


Mtract  of  a;  letter  from  the  CommiMary  General  of 
Prisonei-s  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

Washington,  June  22,  1914. 
I  have  r«:ceived  your  letters  of  this  date,  and 
the  21st-  instant.     I  shall,  in   consequence  of 


pable  time,  and  send  by  the  cartel  Matilda,  and 
\.ctx  hostages  as  have  been  desiirnaied  in  retnlia- 
on  againsi  American  prisoners  coufiued  at  Hali- 

The  oth»*r  hostages  designated  for  American 
Virisoners  sunt  to  England  will  be  placed  in  the 
■jardinary  sijite  of  non-paroled  prisoners,  and  those 
St  Fort  Sewall  removed  to  the  prison-ship  at  Sa- 
»m  for  1034  purpose. 
"  -  •  ^^^^^^^^ 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  General  Mason. 

Bladensburg,  August  9,  1814. 
Sir:    I  had  hoped,  in  consequence  of  my  sev- 
eral letter*  to  you  on'lhe  subject  of  retaliation 
|nd   the  ri-lease  of  all   the  American   pri>oners 
leld  as  hojitages  in  His  Majesty's  dominions  un- 
.er  retaliatory  orders,  of  which  I  have  given  you 
lolice.  th^  this  Government  would  have  been 
induced  to  follow  the  example,  and   place  in  the 
rdinary  ;,iaie  of  prisoners,  ready  for  release  and 
•  xchangc,  the  few  British  prisoners  named  at  the 
laot  of  ihs  letter,  who  are   still  held  in  coiifine- 
joent  as  hostages. 

I  requeM  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me, 
tvhether  «  is  the  intention  of  this  Government 
|o  coDtitit^e  these  untortunate  men  in  prison  as 
iiostagfs,  and  to  withhold  their  release  and  ex- 
^rhange  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  add.  that,  if  this  is 
Jhe  ca>e,  #1ouble  the  number  of  American  prison- 
ers will  o^ice  more  be  placed  in  a  .similar  btaie 
.  jf  contin«iment  in  retaliation  for  these  men. 
"A     I  have  !he  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 


>rvaDt,   ^ 


THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
Generai  Mason.  &.c. 

■t  List  of  phsoners  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter. 
\    In  Ma*sachu>eits — John  Price,  R.  Robertson, 
.^John    Anjderson.    John    Egan,    James    Dawson, 

} 'Henry  B^ddin^field,  William  Kitts. 
In  KhokJe  Island — William  Lmcolo.  • 


} 


\ 


£!xtract  of|  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners,  to  Colonel  Barclay,  dated 

•  :  August  12,  1814. 

Sir  :  lit  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
I  shall  ptiss  over  the  terms  in  which  you  hare 


11th  of  June,  on  a  former  occasion,  was  unavail- 
ing, and  had  been  considered  exceptionable. 

In  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  June,  1  informed  you, 
that  those  who  had  been  hostages,  and  not  sent 
for  exchange  by  the  cartel  then  in  port,  should 
be  restored  to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners. 
Why,  then,  unless  you  were  well  assured  that 
this  had  not  been  done,  do  you  say  in  yours  of  the 
9th  in>ianl,  you  had  hoped  that  the  American 
Government  would  have  been  induced  to  follow 
the  example  of  your  Government?  The  fact  is, 
at  this  lime,  there  is  no  British  prisoner  in  this 
country  in  any  other  situation.  The  order  to 
that  effect  went  from  this  office  on  the  22d  of 
June,  as  to  the  prisoners  in  Massachusetts;  and 
on  the  19ih  of  July,  as  to  one  William  Lincoln,  in 
Rhode  Island.  The  copy  of  my  letter  to  the 
Marshal  of  that  State,  now  sent,  will  explain  the 
cause  of  his  confinement  being  thus  much  length- 
ened ;  namely,  his  attempt  to  escape. 

The  reasons  which  determined  this  Govern- 
ment to  relax  in  the  mode  of  treatment  towards 
hostages  are  detailed  in  that  letter,  and  were  the 
same  which  induced  it  to  accept  a  proposition, 
on  the  part  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  to  include  all 
hostages  on  both  sides  in  the  general  exchange 
of  prisoners  made  with  him,  with  the  reservation 
ofthe  right  to  replace  them  with  others,  should 
It,  from  any  change  of  circumstances,  be  deemed 
necessary.  These  reasons,  to  wit :  information 
from  our  agent  in  London  that  the  American 
prisoners,  sent  to  England  for  trial,  were  not  then 
confined  or  treated  otherwise  than  ordinary  pris- 
oners, operating  generally,  so  soon  as  they  had 
been  acted  on  in  the  exchange  of  part  of  the  hos- 
tages held  by  us  in  the  quarter  just  mentioned, 
produced  instructions  from  this  office  to  put  on 
the  same  footing  "  the  persons  heretofore  desig- 
nated as  hostages  of  the  maritime  class,  and  to 
hold  them  ready  for  exchange."  They  are  ac- 
cordingly now  so  held. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  most  obedient 
servaot. 
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GREAT    BRITAIN. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  by  the  Meaeagei  of  Feb- 
ruary 15,  16,  and  20,  1815.] 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  have  received  from  the  American  Commis- 
missioners  a  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  signed  by  those  Commissioners  and  by 
the  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  at 
Ghent  on  the  24th  December.  1814.  The  ter- 
mination of  hostilities  depends  upon   the  time  of 

the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  both  parties.  I  i  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  valor  of  the  military  and 
lose  no  time,  therefore,  in  submitting  the  treaty  ^  naval  forces  of  the  country.  Peace,  at  all  limes 
to  the  Senate  for  their  advice  and  approbation.      \  ^  blessing,  is   peculiarly  welcome,  therefore,  at  a 

I   transmit,  also,  a  letter  from   the  American  |  period  when  the  causes  for  the  war  have  ceased 
Commissioners  which  accompanied  the  treaty.     I  iq  operate;  when   the  Government  has  deraon- 

JAMES  MADISON.        sirated    the  efficiency  of  its   powers  of  defence; 


24th  of  December,  1814.  and  the  ratifications  of 
which  have  been  duly  exchanged. 

While  performing  this  act.  I  congratulate  you 
and  our  constituents  upon  an  event  which  is  highly 
honorable  to  ihe  nation,  and  terminates,  with  pe- 
culiar felicity,  a  campaign  signalized  by  the  most 
brilliant  successes. 

The  laie  war.  although  reluctantly  declared  by 
Congress,  had  become  a  necessary  resorl  to  assert 
the  rights  and  independence  of  the  nation.  It  has 
been  waged  with  a  success  which  is  the  natural 
result  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislative  Councils, 
of  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  of  the  public  spirit 


February  15, 1^15. 


To  the  Senate  ofthe  United  States 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  acting 
Secretary  of  State,  complying  with  their  resolu- 
tion of  yesterday. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

February  16, 1815. 


[Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  referred  to   in   the 
preceding  Message.] 

Dehart.ment  op  State, 

February  16.  1815. 

The  acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th 
instant,  requesting  the  "President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  all 
instructions  given  to  the  Envoys  at  Ghent,  the 
correspondence  between  the  said  Envoys  and  the 
Department  of  State,  and  the  correspondence  and 
protocols  of  conference  between  the  said  Envoys 
and  the  Ministers  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  dur- 
ing the  negotiation  at  Ghent,  which  have  not 
before  been  communicated  to  the  Senate,"  has 
the  honor  to  state  that  the  instructions  to  the  En- 
voys at  Ghent  have  heretofore  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate,  except  those  of  which  the  ac- 
companying papers  marked  A  and  B  are  copies. 

The  correspondence  and  protocols  of  conferen- 
ces between  the  said  Envoys  and  the  Ministers  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  which  have  been  received 
at  this  Department,  and  which  have  not  heretofore 
been  communicated  to  the  Senate  will  be  lound 
in  the  accompanying  papers  marked  1,  2,  3,  4,  5, 
6,  7,  8,  and  9. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  and  Amity  between  the  United  States  and 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  which  was  signed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  both  parlies,  at  Ghent,  on  the 


and  when  the  nation  can  review  its  conduct  with- 
out regret  and  without  reproach. 

I  recommend  to  your  care  and  beneficence  the 
gallant  men.  whose  achievements  in  every  depart- 
ment of  military  service,  on  the  land  and  on  the 
water,  have  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  honor 
of  the  American  name,  and  to  the  restoration  of 
peace.  The  feelings  of  conscious  patriotism  and 
worth  will  animate  such  men  under  every  change 
of  fortune  and  pursuit  ;  but  their  country  performs 
a  duty  10  itself,  when  it  bestows  those  testimonials 
of  approbation  and  applause  which  are  at  once 
the  reward  and  the  incentive  to  great  actions. 

The  reduction  ofthe  public  expenditure  to  ihe 
demands  of  a  Peace  Establishment,  will  doubt- 
less  engage    the    immediate    attention    of    Con- 
gress.    There  are,  however,  important  considera- 
tions which  forbid  a  sudden  and  general    revoca- 
tion ofthe  measures  that  have  been  produced  by 
the  war.     Experience  has  taught  us  that  neither 
the  pacific   dispositions  of  the  American    people, 
nor  the  pacific  character  of  their  political  institu- 
tions, can  altogether  exempt  them  from  that  strife 
which  appears,  beyond  the  ordinary  lot  of  nations, 
to  be  incident  to  the  actual  period  of  the  world; 
and  ihe  same  faithful  monitor  demonstrates  that  a 
certain  degree  of  preparation  for  war  is  not  only 
indispensable    to  avert  disaster  in  the  onset,  but 
affords  also  the  best  security  for   the  continuance 
of  peace.     The  wisdom  of  Congress  will,  there- 
fore. I  am  confident,  provide  for  the  maintenance 
of  an   adequate   regular   force;  for    the  gradual 
advance  of  the  Naval  Establishment;  for  impro- 
ving all  the  means  of  harbor  defence ;  for  adding 
discipline  to  the  distinguished  bravery  of  the  mili- 
tia ;  and  for  cultivating  the  military  art,  in  its  es- 
sential  branches,  under  the  liberal   patronage  of 
the  Government. 

The  resources  of  our  country  were  at  all  times 
competent  to  the  attainment  of  every  national 
object;  but  they  will  now  be  enriched  and  invig- 
orated by  the  activity  which  peace  will  introduce 
into  all  tlie  scenes  of  domestic  enterprise  and  labor. 
The  provision  that  has  been  made  for  the  public 
creditors,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
must  have  a  decisive  effect  in  the  establishment 
of  the  public  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
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states 
le 

irld.     The:tnosl   liberal   policy  Towards  other 
lions,  if  inst  by  corresponding  dispositions,  will, 
this  respect,  be  found  the  most  beneficial  policy 
/ards  ours^ive^.     But  there  is   no  subject  that 
enter  w#h  greater  force  and  rneril  into  the 
t)craiions;of  Congress,  than  a  consideration  of  | 
means  to.' preserve  and  promote  the  manufac- 
es  which  "have  sprung  into  existence,  and  at- 
,)ed  an   unparalleled   maturity  throuehout  the 
diluted  States  during  the  period  of  the  European 
nr^rs.     Thissource  of  national  independence  and 
'■Wlalth  1  anxiously  recommend  to  the  prompt  and 
cinstani  gu-'rdianship  of  Congress. 
.The  lerramalion  of  the  legislative  sessions  will 
•si  ibn    separa'le    you.    fellow-cilizens,    from    each 


c;  cer,  and   restore  yuu  to   your  constituent*,     i 

|:  uv  you  toibear  with  you  the  expressions  ot   my 

}.  Qguine  hope  that  the  peace  which  has  been  just 

(  iclared.  wll  not  only  be  the  foundation  of  the 

ost  frienuiy   intercourse    between    the    United 

iates  and  Great  Britain,  but  that  it  will  also  be 

\  iv>duciiveufhappiness  and  harmony  in  every  sec- 

*  iwQ  of  our  Uloved  country.    The  intiuence  of  your 
Xecept  and  example  must  be  everywhere  power- 

•  fll,  and  wh,le  we  accord  in  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  me  protection  which  Providence  has 
rstowed  U'^on  us,  let  us  never  cease  to  inculcate 

edience  \o  the  laws,  and  fidelity  to  the  Union, 
constituting  the  palladium  of  the  national  m- 
(  t'pendenct;  and  prosperity. 
'\  JAMES  MADISON. 

WASHfSjJTON,  February  18,  1815. 


B. 

The  Secretary  of  Slate  to  the  American  Comminion- 
ers  at  Ghent. 

Depart.ment  of  State,  Oct.  19.  1814. 
Gentle.men:  1  bare  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  your  despatches  by  the  John  Adams  have 
been  received,  and  that  your  determination  to  re- 
ject the  teruis  proposed  by  the  British  Commis- 
sioners is  entirely  approved  by  the  President. 

The  importance  of  lhe>e  despatches,  and  the 
great  prohability  of  your  oegotiatioo  liavinj  been 
brought  to  a  close,  induced  the  President  to  deter- 
mine on  layingthem  before  Congress immeduiely. 
This  has  been  done,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  ihey  are  producing  the  best  effect,  io 
uniting  all  parties  in  a  determined  resistance  to 
the  extravagant  pretensions  of  the  enemy.  It  has 
also  been  judged  proper  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress so  much  of  the  instructions  given  to  you  by 
this  Department  as  would  show  the  terms  on 
which  you  were  authorized  to  make  peace. 

These,  as  well  as  your  communications,  have 
been  printed,  and  several  copies  are  now  for- 
warded to  you,  as  it  is  believed  they  may  be  uie- 
fully  disposed  of  in  Europe. 

Should  any  circumstance  have  unexpectedly 
prolonged  the  negotiation,  which  it  is  inferred 
from  your  despatches  will  have  been  finally  closed, 
and  you  find  the  British  Commissioners  disposed 
to  agree  to  the  status  ante  helium,  you  will  under- 
stand that  you  are  authorized  to  make  it  the  basis 
of  a  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gen- 
tlemen, your  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


:,  A. 

'i^t  Serretiry  of  Sute  to  the  .\merican  Plenipoten- 
•  ;  tiaries. 

f*!  '  Department  of  State, 

.'  *  .VarcA  22,  1814. 

.?  GentlejIEN  :    Should  a   treaty  be  concluded 
jMth  Grew  Britain,  and  a  reciprocal  restitution 
\i  territory  be  agreed  on,  you  will  have  it  in  rec- 
|.:lection  that  the  United  States  had  in  their  pos- 
^^ssion.  at; the  commencement  of  the  war.  a  post 
\\  the  inot'th  of  the  river  Columbia,  which  com- 
|i»ande(l  the  river,  which  ought  to  be  comprised 
t>i  the  stipulation,  should  the  possession  have  been 
, Crested  from  us  during  the  war.     On  no  pretext 
:an  the  B«  itish  Government  set  up  a  claim  to  ter- 
iiory    soijth    of   the   northern  boundary    of  the 
foiled  Slates.     It  is  not  believed  that  they  have 
.fly  claim  whatever  to  territory  on  the  Pacific 
'c>cean.     You  will,  however,  be  careful,  should  a 
l^efinitioa  of  boundary  be  attempted,  not  to  coun- 
•tCBBnce.  la  any  manner,  or  in  any  quarter,  a  pre- 
tonsion   in   the  British  Government  to  territory 
'south  of  tUat  line. 

k     I  have  tihe  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
I  JAMES  MONROE. 

Secretary  of  State. 


> . 


The  American  Plenipotentiaries   to   the    SecreUrj  of 

State. 
Ghent,  December  25,  1814. 
Sir:  We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  here- 
with one  of  the  three  copies  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
signed  last  evening  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  His 
Bnianciic  Majesty  and  by  us. 

The  papers,  of  which  copies  are  likewise   now 
forwarded,  will  exhibit  to  you   so  fully  the   pro- 
gress of  the  negotiation  since  the  departure  of  the 
Chauncey.  that  few  additional   remarks   from  us 
will  be  necessary.     It  may  be  proper  for  us.  how- 
I  ever,  to  state  that,  in  the  interval  between  the  time 
when  our  first  project  of  a  treaty  was  sent  to  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  and  that  when  they  com- 
municated to  us  the  answer  to  it,  the  despatches 
which  vre  had  sent  by  Mr.  Dallas,  and  the  instruc- 
tions to  us,  which  had  been  published  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  were  republished  in  England.     In  de- 
clining to  insist  on  the  articles  respecting  impress- 
ment and  indemnities,  we  made  a  formal  declara- 
tion that  the  rights  of  both  parties  on  the  subject 
of  seamen  and  the  claims  to  indemnities  for  losses 
and   damages  sustained   prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  should  not  be  aflfected  or  impaired 
by  the  omission  in  the  treaty  of  a  specific  provis- 
ion on  these  two  subjects. 
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From  the  time  when  the  projet  of  the  treaty 
presented  by  us  was  returned  with  the  proposed 
alteration.*,  it  was  apparent  that,  unless  new  pre- 
tensions on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  should  be 
advanced,  the  only  important  differeuces  remain- 
ing to  be  discussed  were  those  relating  to  the 
mutual  restoration  of  territory  taken  during  the 
war,  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  by  British 
subjects,  and  to  the  right  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales  to  the  fisheries  within  the  British 
jurisdiction.  Instead  of  a  general  restitution  of 
captured  territory,  which  we  had  proposed,  the 
British  Government  at  first  wished  to  confine  it 
to  the  territory  taken  by  either  party  belonging 
to  the  other.  On  our  objecting  that  this  would 
makeeach  party  the  judge  whether  territory  taken 
did  or  did  not  belong  to  the  other,  and  thereby 
occasion  new  disputes,  they  acknowledged  it  to 
be  their  object  that  each  party  should,  until  a  de- 
cision had  taken  place  with  respect  to  the  title, 
retain  possession  of  all  the  territory  claimed  by 
both  parties,  which  might  have  been  taken  by 
such  party  during  the  war.  They  proposed,  how-  i 
ever,  to  limit  the  exception  from  mutual  restitu- 
tion to  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy. 
As  it  had  been  on  both  sides  admitted  that  the 
title  to  these  islands  was  disputed,  and  as  a  method 
of  settling  amicably  those  disputes  was  provided 
for  in  the  treaty,  we  had  not  expected  that  the 
British  Government  would  adhere  to  the  demand 
of  retaining  the  temporary  possession  of  those 
islands.  We  insisted,  therefore,  on  their  being 
included  in  the  general  restoration,  until  we  had 
reason  to  believe  that  our  further  perseverance 
would  have  hazarded  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
itself.  We  finally  consented,  as  an  ahernative 
preferable  to  the  continuance  of  the  war,  to  this 
exception,  upon  condition  that  it  should  not  be 
understood  as  impairing  in  any  manner  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  'hese  islands.  We  also 
urged  for  a  stipulation  requiring  an  ultimate  de- 
cision upon  the  title  within  a  limited  time;  but 
to  this  we  also  found  opposed  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection, and  we  were  finally  induced  to  accept  in 
Its  stead  a  declaration  of  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, that  no  unnecessary  delay  of  the  decision 
should  be  interposed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

At  the  first  conference,  on  the  8ih  of  August, 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  had  notified  to  us 
that  the  British  Government  did  not  intend  hence- 
forth to  allow  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
without  an  equivalent,  the  liberties  to  fish  and  to 
dry  and  cure  fish  within  the  exclusive  British 
jurisdiction,  stipulated  in  their  favor  by  the  latter 
part  of  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of 
1783.  And  in  their  note  of  the  I9ih  of  August, 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  had  demanded  a  new 
stipulation,  to  secure  to  British  subjects  the  right 
of  navigating  the  Mississippi;  a  demand  which, 
unless  warranted  by  another  article  of  that  same 
treaty  of  1783,  we  could  not  perceive  that  Great 
Britain  had  any  colorable  pretence  for  making. 
Our  instructions  had  forbidden  us  to  suffer  our 
right  to  the  fisheries  to  be  brought  into  discussion, 
and  had  not  authorized  us  to  make  any  distinc- 
tion in  the  several  provisions  of  the  third  article 
I3lli  Con'.  3d  St.ss. — 44 


of  the  treaty  of  1783,  or  between  that  article  and 
any  other  of  the  same  treaty.     We  had  no  equiv- 
alent to  offer  for  a   new  recognition  of  our  right 
to  any  part  of  the  fisheries,  and  we  had  no  power 
to  grant  any  equivalent  which  might  be  asked  for 
it   by  the  British  Grovernment.     We  contended 
that  the  whole  treaty  of  1783  must  be  considered 
as  one  entire  and  permanent  compact,  not  liable, 
like  ordinary  treaties,  to  be  abrogated  by  a  subse- 
quent war  between  the  parlies  to  it ;  as  an  instru- 
ment recognising  the  rights  and  liberties  enjoyed 
by  the  people   of  the  United  States  as  an   inde- 
pendent nation,  and   containing   the  terms  and 
conditions  on  which  the  two  parts  of  one  empire 
had   mutually  agreed,  thenceforth,  to   constitute 
two  distinct  and  separate  nations.    In  consenting, 
by  that  treaty,  that  a  part  of  the  North  American 
continent  should  remain   subject  to   the  British 
jurisdiction,  ihe  people  of  the  United  Stales  had 
reserved  to  themselves  the   liberty,  which   they 
had  ever  before  enjoyed,  of  fisliing  upon  that  part 
of  its  coasts,  and  of  drying  and  curing  fish  upoQ 
the  shores,  and  this  reservation  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  oiher  contracting  parly.     We  saw  not 
why  this  liberty,  then  no  new  grant,  but  the  mere 
recognition  of  a  prior  right  always  enjoyed,  should 
be  forfeited  by  war.  any  more  than  any  other  of 
the  rights  of  our  national  independence;  or  why 
we  should  need  a  new  stipulation  for   its  enjoy- 
ment more  than  we  needed   a  new  article  to  de- 
clare that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  treated  with 
us   as    free,    sovereign,  and   independent  States. 
We  stated  this  [iriuciple  in  general   terms  to  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  in   the  note  which  we 
sent  to  them  with   our  projet  of  the  treaty,  and 
we  alleged  it  as  the  ground  upon  which   no   new 
stipulation  was  deemed  by  our  Government  ne- 
cessary to  secure   to   the    people  of  the  United 
State.s  all  the   rights  and   liberties  stipulated  in 
their  favor  by  the   treaty  of  1783.     No   reply  to 
that  part  of  our  note  was  given   by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  but.  m  returning  our  projet  of  a 
treaty,  they  added  a  clause  to  one  of  the  articles, 
stipulating  a  right  for  British  subjects  to  navigate 
the  Mississippi.    Without  adverting  to  the  ground 
of  prior  and  immemorial  usage,  if  the  principle 
were  just  that  the  treaty  of  1783,  from  its  peculiar 
character,  remained  in  force  in  all  its  parts,  nol- 
withsianding  the  war,  no  new  stipulation  was 
necessary  to  secure  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Brit- 
ain the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  so  far 
as  that  right  was  secured    by  the   treaty  of  1783, 
as,  on  the  other  h;tnd.  no  stipulation  was  necessary 
to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  the 
liberty  to  fisli,  and   to  dry  and   cure  fish,  withiii 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain.     If 
they  asked  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  as  a 
new  claim,  they  could  not  expect  we  should  grant 
It  without  an  equivalent ;  if  they  asked  it  because 
it  had  been  granted  in  1783,  they  must  recognise 
the  claim  ot   the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
the  liberty  to  fish   and  to  dry  and  cure  fish,  in 
question.     To  place  both  points  beyond  all  future 
controversy,  a  majority  of  us  determined  to  offer 
to  admit  an  article  confirming  both  the  right*,  or 
we  offered  at  the  same  time  to  be  silent  in  tae 
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tre»y  upon  both,  and  to  leare  out  altogether  the 

artijle  defining  the  boundary  from  the  Lake  of 
tbejWoods  w?stward.  They  finally  agreed  to 
thijlasi  proposal,  but  not  until  they  had  proposed 
an'rticle  stipulating  for  a  future  negotiation  for 
Vquivalent  to  be  given  by  Great  Britain  for 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  by  the 
led  Slates  for  the  liberty  as  to  the  fisheries 
lin  British  jurisdiction.  This  article  was  un- 
^ssary  wiifi  regard  to  its  professed  object,  since 
Governments  had  it  in  their  power,  without 

pleased, 
lid  have 

^  ?gree  of 

latlude  west  cf  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  because 
i;  \^juld  have  been  a  lormal  abandonment,  on  our 


bo',j  Governments  had  it  in  their  power,  w 
it.  JF  negotiate  upon  these  subjects  if  they  pi 
W«reject»'d  ii.  although  its  adoption  wouh 
secured  the  boundary  of  the  forty-ninth  dec 


rn  Ah  hesitation,  as  the  only  alternative  to  a  rup- 
tu2  of  the  negotiation,  and  with  a  perfect  under- 
st!w,ding  that  our  Government  was  free  to  reject 
it,  ks  we  were,  not  authorized  to  subscribe  to  it. 
%'o  guard   against  any  accident  which   might 
Ipen  in  the  transmission  of  a  single  copy  of  the 
■ty  to  the.  United  Stales,  the  British  Plenipo- 
^iaries  haye  consented  to  execute  it  in  tripli- 
and  as'the  treaty  with  the  British  ratifica- 
may   be  exposed   to   the  same  danger,   the 
for  theicessaiion  of  hostilities,  the  restora- 
of  captures  at  sea,  and  the  release  of  prison- 
have  beeo  fixed,  nor  from   the  exchange  of 
ra;  €calions,hui  from  the  ratification  on  bothsides. 
hout   alteration    by  either  of  the  contracting 
pa  lies.      We  consented   to  the   introduction   of 
(h  ,  latter  provision   at  the  desire  of  the  British 
jP,'  rdipotenliaries,  who  were  willing  to  take  a  full. 


bi 


were  unx^illing  to  incur  the  risk  of  a  partial 


ra  (ficaiioD,  a«  the  period  from  which  the  peace 
sh  uld  be  considered  as  concluded. 

tVe  are  informed  by  them  that  Mr.  Baker,  their 
se  retary,  is  to  go  out  to  America  with  the  Brit- 
i>ir  ratification. 

^^*Ve  have  the  honor  to  be.  yours,  Ac. 

JOHN  dUINCY  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD. 
H.  CLAY. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
'he  Secri;tarv  of  State 

hf  the  United  States. 

^  No.  1. 

rTbe  American  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 
Ghe.xt,  November  10.  1814. 
'he  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
e(%e  the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  10  them  by 
Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  on  the 


t]ct  ultimo.  . 
4The    undi- 
iljfinge  of  li^ 


trsigned  had  considered  an  inter- 
e  projet  of  a  treaty  as  the  course 
b*^^  calculniicd  to  exclude  useless  and  desulto- 
)r>jiiiscussio(i,  to  coofine  the  attention  of  both 
1   I  { 


parties  to  the  precise  objects  to  be  adjusted  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  to  hasten   the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace  so  desirable  to  both.     Find- 
ing in  the  note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  21st  ultimo  a  mere   reference   to  the  points 
proposed  by  them  in  the  first  conference,  with  the 
offt-r  of  assuming  the  basis  of  titi  possidetis.  00 
which  the  undersigned  had,  in  substance,  already 
declined  to  treat,  they  did  not  consider  it  as  the 
projet  of  a  treaty,  presented  in  compliance  with 
their  request.     They  pro[)osed,   in  their   note  of 
the  24th   ultimo,   that   the  exchange  of  the  two 
projets  should  be  made  at  the  same  time.     And 
it  IS  not  without  some  surprise  that  the  under- 
signed observe  in  the  note  to  which  they  now  have 
the  honor  of  replying,  that  the  British   Plenipo- 
tentiaries consider  their  note  of  the  21st  ultimo 
as  containing  the  projet  of  a  treaty,  to  which  the 
undersigned  are  supposed  to  be  pledged  to  return 
a  contre  projet. 

Believing  that  where  both  parties  are  sincerely 
desirous  of  bringing  a  negotiation  to  a  happy  ter- 
mination, the  advantage  of  giving  or  of  receiving 
the  first  draught  is  not  of  a  magnitude  to  be  made 
a  subject  of  controversy,  and  convinced  ttiat  their 
Government  is  too  sincerely  desirous  of  that  au- 
spicious result  to  approve  of  its  being  delayed  for 
a  moment  upon  any  question  of  etiquette,  the 
undersigned  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith 
the  projet  of  a  treaty,  accompanied  with  some 
observations  upon  several  0/  the  articles,  winch 
may  more  fully  elucidate  their  objects  in  propos- 
ing them. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  stated  in  their 
last  note  that  they  had  no  other  propositions  to 
offer,  nor  other  demands  to  mnke.  than  ihose  con- 
tained in  their  note  of  the  21st  ultimo,  which, 
with  the  reference  to  their  former  declaration  re- 
specting the  fisheries,  contains  only  two  propo- 
sitions. VIZ  :  that  of  fixing  the  boundary  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi  ;  and  that 
of  adopting,  with  respect  to  the  other  boundaries, 
the  basis  of  uti  possidetis. 

In  answer  to  the  declaration  made  by  the  Brit- 
ish Plenipotentiaries  respecting  the  fisheries,  the 
undersigned,  referring  to  what  passed  in  the  con- 
ference of  the  9ih  of  August,  can  only  state  that 
they  are  not  authorized  to  bring  into  discussion 
any  of  the  rights  or  liberties  which  the  United 
States  have  heretofore  enjoyed  in  relation  there- 
to. From  their  nature,  and  from  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  by  which  they 
were  recognised,  no  further  stipulation  has  been 
deemed  necessary  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  entitle  them  to  the  full  enjuyment 
of  all  of  them. 

Tlie  undersigned  have  already,  in  iheir  last 
note,  explicitly  declined  treating  on  the  basis  of 
uti  possidetis.  They  cannot  agree  to  any  other 
principle  than  that  of  a  mutual  restoration  of  ter- 
ritory, and  have  accordingly  prepared  an  article 
founded  on  that  basis.  They  are  willing  even  to 
extend  the  same  principle  to  the  other  objects  in 
dispute  between  the  two  nations;  and  in  propos- 
ing all  the  other  article*?  incluiled  in  this  projet, 
they  wish   to  be  distinctly  understood  that  thejr 
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are  ready  to  sign  a  treaty  placing  the  two  coun- 
tries, in  respect  to  all  the  subjects  of  difference 
between  them,  in  the  same  slate  they  were  in  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war ;  re.serving 
to  each  party  all  its  rights,  and  leaving  whatever 
may  remain  of  controversy  between  them  for 
future  and  pacific  negotiation. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  having,  in  their 
note  of  the  4th  of  September,  communicated  the 
disposition  of  their  Government  to  receive  favor- 
ably a  proposition  which  should  acknowledge  the 
boundary  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the 
Mississippi,  or  to  discuss  any  other  line  of  bound- 
ary which  might  be  submitted  for  consideration, 
the  undersigned  answered,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
proposition  of  Indian  boundary  should  be  dis- 
posed of,  ihey  would  have  no  objection,  with  the 
explanation  given  by  the  British  Plenipotenli- 
aries,  to  discuss  the  subject. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Slates  had, 
prior  to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  been  dis- 
posed to  agree  to  the  boundary  from  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  from  a  wish,  not 
only  10  arrange  that  subject,  but  also  to  settle,  in 
a  definitive  manner,  the  differences  respecting 
the  boundary  and  islands  in  the  bay  of  Passama- 
quoddy;  and  its  assent  to  the  proposed  stipula- 
tion of  ihal  boundary  was  refused,  on  account  of 
the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  the  boundaries  of 
which  might  have  been  affected  by  it.  The  un- 
dersit^ned  cannotagree  to  fix  the  boundary  in  that 
quarter,  unless  that  of  Louisiana  be  also  provided 
for  in  the  arrangement.  They  accordingly  sub- 
mit for  consideration  the  article  on  that  subject, 
which  appears  to  have  been  agreed  on  between 
the  British  and  American  Commi-«sioners  in  the 
projet  of  convention  of  the  year  1807. 

In  respect  to  the  intended  revision  of  the  other 
boundaries  between  the  British  and  American 
territories,  wuh  the  view  to  prevent  future  uncer- 
tainty and  dispute,  the  undersigned  propose  the 
reference  of  ibe  whole  subject  to  Commissioners  ; 
and  they  present,  accordingly,  five  articles,  drawn 
on  the  principle  formerly  adopted  by  the  two 
Powers  for  settling  the  question  respecting  the 
river  St.  Croix. 

The  article  already  agreed  on  respecting  the 
Indian  pacification  is  included  in  the  projet  of  the 
undersigned.  In  conformity  with  their  former 
suggestions,  they  offer  another,  intended  to  re- 
strain the  hostilities,  and  to  prevent  the  employ- 
ment of  the  savages  in  war,  aiid  one  reciprocally 
granting  a  general  amnesty.  The  only  othersub- 
jecls  which  had  been  prekented  by  the  under>igu- 
ed  as  suitable  for  discussion,  were  those  respecting 
seamen,  blockades,  and  indemnities. 

Keeping  in  view  the  declarations  made  by 
Lord  Castlereagh,  in  his  note  of  the  29th  of  Au- 
gust, 1812,  to  Mr.  Russell,  and  10  hi>  letter  of  the 
4ih  of  November,  1813,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  the  un- 
dersigned propose  only  a  temporary  article,  in- 
tended, without  affecting  the  rights  or  pretensions 
of  either  country,  to  attempt  to  accomplish,  by 
means  less  liable  to  vexation,  the  object  for  which 
impressment  has  hilherlo  been  thought  necessary 
by  Great  Britain.     The  proposed  agreement  be- 


ing purely  conditional,  and  limited  in  duration, 
each  party  will  be  hound  only  so  far  and  so  long 
as  the  other  shall  fulfil  its  conditions,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  term  fixed  for  the  duration  of  the  arti- 
cle, or  whenever  either  party  may  fail  to  perform 
his  engagement,  the  rights  of  both  will  be  as  valid 
and  entire  as  they  were  before  the  agreement. 

The  article  respecting  blockades  is  believed  to 
be  in  perfect  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations,  as  acknowledged  by  both  na- 
tions. The  definition  is  borrowed  from  the  trea- 
ty of  1801  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia, 
and  the  residue  of  the  article  from  the  unratified 
treaty  of  1806,  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 

That  relating  to  indemnities  consists  of  two 
parts;  the  first  for  irregular  seizure.?,  captures, 
and  condemnations,  of  American  property,  con- 
trary to  the  e.stablished  laws  and  usages  of  nations, 


previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war ;  and 
the  second,  for  similar  irregularitie.s,  commuted 
during  the  war,  and  contrary  to  the  known  and 
established  usages  of  war  between  civilized  na- 
tions. The  cases  of  the  first  apply  exclusively 
to  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause the  causes  for  such  claims  were  then  con- 
fined, by  the  relative  situation  of  the  parties,  to 
one  side.  It  is  presumed  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment will  itself  be  sensible  of  the  justice  of 
making  indemnity  for  injuries  committed  by  its 
ofl&cers,  in  violation  of  principles  avowed  and  re- 
cognised by  itself,  particularly  in  the  letter  from 
Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King  of  the  11th  of 
April.  1801  ;  and  in  that  from  Mr.  Merry  to  Mr. 
Madison  of  the  12th  of  April,  1804 ;  and  that  the 
same  justice  will  be  admitted  in  cases  where  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  was 
violated;  and  where  the  injury  was  occasioned 
by  the  retrospective  effects  of  the  British  Orders 
in  Council  of  June,  1803,  as  to  the  return  from 
contraband  voyages,  and  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  January  7,  1807. 

With  regard  to  the  Orders  in  Council  of  No- 
vember, 1803,  and  of  April,  1809,  the  undersigned 
will  observe,  that  these  orders  having  been  issued 
solely  on  the  ground  of  retaliation  against  France, 
and  their  object  having  altogether  ceased,  it  is 
just  to  indemnify  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales  for  losses  now  experienced  by  the  effect 
I  of  measures  intended  to  operate  against  the  enemy 
of  Great  Britain,  and  which  fell  almost  exclusive- 
ly on  a  country  which  was  no  party  to  the  war. 
The  United  Slates  have  never  ceased,  and  at 
this  lime  continue  to  demand  from  France,  indem- 
nity for  the  losses  they  have  experienced  by  the 
effect  of  the  decrees  of  her  Government,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  nation". 

The  cases  of  ihe  second  part  of  this  article  ap- 
ply equally  to  both  belligerent  parties.  They 
have  been,  during  the  war,  subjects  of  crimina- 
tioa  on  both  sides.  The  American  Governirient 
can  give  no  stronger  and  more  signal  proof  ol  its 
disapprobation  of  every  departure,  under  color  of 
Its  authority,  from  the  established  usages  of  legit- 
imate warfare  between  civilized  nations,  than  by 
the  offer  of  mutual  reparation. 


APPENDIX. 


1384 


1 


f 


t 


\ 


i  i 


K  < 


Rdations  ^eith  Great  Britain, 


l^e  article: fixing  a  limitation  for  captures  at  sea  does  aoi  seem  to  require  any  comment. 

Tlie  undersigned  present  their  entire  projet  in  this  specific  form,  with  the  full  expectation  of  re- 
c^i^jng  from  ihe  British  Plenipotentiaries  their  explicit  answer  respecting  all  the  articles  em- 
bii!a<ld  in  it.  at-d  a  projet  also  reduced  to  specific  propositions  and  embracing  all  the  objects  which 
tliejintend  to  bring  forward. 

l%ie  undersigned   renew  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  the  assurances  of  their  high  consider- 
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«T    the  PLSMPOTENTiAfiiES  of  Hit  Britannic  Majesty,  ^c. 


JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD, 
H.  CLAY. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
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British  Alterations. 

The  following  marginal  remarks  and  alteration* 
were  made  and  proposed  by  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

Note. — It  is  proposed  to  omit  altogether  the  words 
ihat  are  underlined. 


Cof  i  of  a  projet  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace  submitted  by  the  American  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
\Q  Ghent,  on  the  lOth  day  of  November,  1814,  and  of  the  alterations  and  propositions  made  by  the 
pi  Ler  in  the  margin  of  the  said  projet.  returned  by  them  to  the  American  Plenipotentiaries. 

'T    I^ATY  op  phage  and  amity  between  his  BRITANNIC  MAJESTY  AND  TUB  UNITED  STATES  OK  AMERICA. 

Jlf  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
A^a<  itca,  desirous  of  terminating  the  war  which  has 
uiih,  'pily  subsisted  between  the  two  countries,  and  of 
restfynj?,  upon  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity,  peace, 
friir.  ^hip,  and  good  understanding  between  them, 
hnv«.  for  that  purpose,  appointed  their  respective  pleni- 
pote  tiaries,  that  is  to  say,  His  Britannic  Majesty,  on 
hi«  j  ^rt,  has  appointed  the  Right  Honorable  James 
Lqro  Gambler,  AdnTiral  of  the  While  Squadron  of 
H|s  (ajesty's  fleet;  Henry  Goulburn,  Esq.,  a  member 
of  tl|  I  Imperial  Parliament,  and  Under  Secretary  of 
St(it,  and  Wi!Ii.im  .\dam8.  Esquire,  Doctor  of  Civil 
Liiw  .  and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
•wiih  ae  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  has 
«piK.i»!ted  John  Quinry  Adams,  James  A.  Bayard, 
Hfn       " 

C1»Z'_ 

iSnicalion  of  their  respective   full   powers,  hare 


COfQ 


Clay,  Jonathan    Russell,  and    Albert  Gallatin, 
H  of  the  United  States,  who,  after  a  reciprocal 

powers, 


of  (! 
and 
on  /i 


upon  the  following  articles: 
Akticlx  1. 

T«-TC  shall  be  a  firm  and  universal  peace  between 
H>8  Britannic  .Majesty  and  the  United  States,  and  be- 
twe«!^  their  respective  countries,  territories,  cities, 
towr  ,  and  peopje,  of  every  degree,  without  exception 
persons  or  places.  All  hostilities,  both  by  sea 
jid.  shall  immediately  cease;  (2)  all  prisoners 
,fi  sides  shctll  be  set  at  liberty.*  All  territory, 
placi  and  p  i)ss»-:s8ions,  without  exception,  taken  by 
(3)  .  liier  party /rorn  (4)  the  other  during  the  war,  or 
may  be  Ukcn  after  the  signing  of  this  treaty, 
^^  restoret*  without  delay  and  without  causing 
Instruction,  or  carrying  away  any  artillery  or 
jpublic  property,  or  any  slaves  (5)  or  other  pri- 
j<-operty  ;  (H)  and  all  archives,  records,  deeds, 
[•»per8,  either  of  a  public  nature  or  belonging  to 
persons,  which,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  may 
^jiiien  into  the  hands  of  the  olBcers  of  either  par- 
II  be  (7)  forthwith  restored,  and  delivered  to  the 
authoritje*  and  persons  to  whom  they  respect- 
ively   «long. 


(1)  Pisces  or 

(2)  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  as  here- 
after mentioned. 

•  It  is  thought  more  advisable  that  the  provision  re- 
specting prisoners  of  war  should  be  the  subject  of  a 
separate  article.  The  draught  of  an  article  on  thia 
subject  is  subjoined. 

(3)  belonging  to 

(4)  and  taken  by 

(5)  of  the 

(6)  originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places,  and 
which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  this  treaty. 

(7)  as  far  as  may  be  practicable. 


In 

tre^t 

reikis 
to  p, 
of  Ci 


Ahticlk  2. 

rediately  aflcr  the  respective  ratifications  of  this 
"(2)  orders  shall  be  sent  to  the  armies,  squad- 
i.*!i  era,  subjects,  and  citizens  of  the  two  Powers, 
e  from  ail  hostilities;  and  to  prevent  all  causes 
.plaint  which  might  anse  on  account  of  the 


(2)  shall  be  exchanged. 
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prise*  wbieh  may  be  Uken  at  aea,  after  the  (3)  signing 
of  this  tresty,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed  that  the  vessels 
and  effects  which  may  be  taken  in  the  channel,  and  in 

the   Sonh  seas  after  the  space  of ,  from  (1)  that 

of  the  signature  hereof;  shall  be  restored  on  each  side; 

that  the  term  shall  be ,  from  the  channel  and  the 

North  seas  to  the  Canary  islands  inclusively,  (2)  whe- 
ther in  the  ocean  or  the   Mediterranean,  of from 

the  said   Canary   islands   to   the  equinoctial    line,  or 

Equator,  and  of  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world 

without  exception. 

A«TICL«   3. 

Whereas  that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the 
dominions  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  North  Amer- 
ica and  those  of  the  United  States,  from  the  mouth  of 
ihe  river  St.  Croix  {as  the  said  mouth  was  ascertained 
by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,) 
to  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  has  not  yet  been  regulated  and 
determined :  and  whereas  the  respective  rights  and 
claims  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  of  the  United 
Stales  to  the  several  islands  tn  the  Bay  of  Passama- 
ouoddy  and  to  the  island  of  Grand  Menan,  have  never 
been  ^nally  adjusted  and  determined,  the  said  islands 
being  claimed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  as  ly- 
ing within  twenty  leagues  of  their  shores,  and  south 
of  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  the  mouth  af  the  river 
St.  Croix  .  and  on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
as  having  been,  at  or  before  the  former  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  two  countries,  within  the  limits  of  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia.  In  order,  therefore,  finally 
to  decide  these  several  questions,  it  is  agreed  that  they 
shall  be  referred  to  three  Commissioners,  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  following  manner,  viz  •  one  Commis- 
sioner shall  be  appointed  by  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
and  one  by  the  /'resident  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  and 
the  said  two  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  choose 
a  third ,  and,  if  they  cannot  agree,  they  shall  each 
propose  one  person  ,  and  of  the  two  names  so  proposed 
one  shall  be  drawn  by  lot,  in  the  presence  of  the  two 
original  Commissioners.  And  the  three  Commission- 
ers so  appointed  shall  be  sworn  impartially  to  exam- 
ine and  decide  the  said  questions,  according  to  such 
evidence  as  shall  respectively  be  laid  before  them,  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Government  and  of  the  United 

States.      J'he  said  Commissioners  shall  meet  at , 

and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or 
places  as  they  shall  think  ft.  The  said  Commission- 
ers, or  a  majority  of  them,  shall,  by  a  declaration  un- 
der their  hands  and  seals,  determine  the  boundary 
aforesaid,  frvm  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Croix  to 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  decide  to  which  of  the  two 
contracting  parties  the  several  islands  aforesaid  do 
respectively  belong,  in  conformity  with  the  true  intent 
of  the  former  treaty  of  peace.  And  both  parties  agree 
to  consider  such  decision  as  final  and  conclusive. 


(3)  exchange  of  ratificationa. 


(1)  the  period  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratificationa. 


(2)  The  same  term  of for  all  parts  of  the  Med- 
iterranean. 


AaTicLE  3. 

Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  second  article  ia 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  between  His  Britannic 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States  should  comprehend  "all 
islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shorea 
of  the  United   States,  and   lying  between  lines  to  be 
drawn  due  east  from   the   poinu  where  the  aforesaid 
boundaries,  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part  and 
East  Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the 
Bay    of    Fundy    and    the    Atlantic   ocean,   excepting 
such  islands  as  now  or  heretofore  have  been  within  the 
limiu  of  Nova  Scotia."     And  whereas   claims    have 
been  made  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
certain  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  which  said   isl- 
ands are  claimed  as  belonging  to  His  BriUnnic  Majea- 
ty,  as  having   been  at  the  time  and  previous  to  the 
aforesaid  Treaty  of  1783,  within  the  limiu  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia.     In  order,  therefore,  finally  to 
decide  upon  these  claims,  it  is  agreed  that  they  shall 
be  referred  to  two  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  in 
the  following  manner,  viz:  one  Commissioner  shall  be 
appointed  by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  one  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  and  the  snid  two 
Commissioners  so  appointed  shall  be  s^^  orn  impartially 
to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  said  claims,  according 
to  such  evidence  as  shall  be  laid  before  them  on  the 
part  of   His    Britannic    Majesty   and    of  the   United 
States,  respectively.     The  said   Commissioners  shall 

meet  at ,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such 

other  place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit.  The  said 
Commissioners  shall,  by  a  declaration  or  report  under 
their  bands  and  seals,  decide  to  which  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parties  the  several  islands  aforesaid  do  respect- 
ively belong,  in  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the 
said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  17^3;  and  if  the  said  Com- 
missioners shall  agree  in  their  decision,  both  parties 
shall  consider  such  decision  final  and  conclusive. 

It  18  further  agreed  that,  in  the  event  oi  the  two 
Commissioners  ditfenng  upon  all  or  any  of  the  matters 
so  referred  to  them,  or  in  the  event  of  both  or  either 
of  the  said  Commissioners  refusing  or  declining,  or 
wilfully  omitting  to  act  as  such,  they  shall  make, 
jointly  or  separately,  a  report  or  reporU,  as  well  to  the 
Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  as  to  that  of 
the  United  States,  stating  in  detail  the  poinU  on  which 
they  differ,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  their  respect- 
ive opinions  have  been  formed,  or  the  grounds  upon 
which  they,  or  either  of  them,  have  so  refused,  de- 
clined, or  omitted  to  acU  And  His  BriUnnic  Majesty 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  hereby  agree 
to  refer  the  report  or  reporU  of  the  said  Commission- 
ers to  some  friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  to  be  then 
named  for  that  purpose,  and  who  shall  be  requested  to 
decide  on  the  dilferences  which  may  be  suied  in  the 
said  report  or  reporU,  or  upon  the  report  of  one  Com- 
missioner, together  with  the  grounds  upon  which  tfaa 
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Articlk  4. 

•i.ereas,  neither  that  point  of  the  Highlands,  lying 
jnh  from  the  »ource  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  and 
•lated  in  th*  former  treaty  of  peace  between   the 
'j'owcrs,  as  the   northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia, 
he  northwustemmost  head  of  Connecticut  river, 
et  been  as>  ertained  ;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the 
bouV<larv  line  bftween  the  dominions  of  the  two  Pow- 
fhich   extends  from   the  source  of  the   river  St. 
;,  directly,  north  to  the  above-mentioned   north- 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,   thence    along    the    said 
klands  which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty  them- 
L  into  the  flver  St.  Lawrence   from   those  which 
'lUo  the  Avltntic  ocean,  to  the  northwesternmost 
of  ConnecLiCUt  river,  thence  down  along  the  mid- 
jt  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  lati- 
!  thence  by!  a  line  due  west  on  said  latitude,  until 
ikes  thf  riVcr   Iroquois,  or  Cataraquy,  has  not  yet 
surveyed;- it  is  agreed  that  for  these  several  pur- 
(1)   three    Comminsioners    shall    be   appointed, 
■  I,  {mutatis  mutandis,)  and  authorized  to  act  ex- 
in   the    nunner  directed,  with  respect   to  those 
jjoned   in    ihe   next  preceding  article.     (2)  The 

'commissioners  shall  meet  at ,  and  shall  have 

po\^T  to  adjouin  to  such  other  place  or  places  as  they 
rfi^  think  fit.  The  said  Commissioners,  or  a  majority 
uf  ^rm,  shall  tiave  power  to  ascertain  and  determine 
th«\5>oint8abovvmenlioned,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
tii'.HB  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace,  (3)  and  shall 
caivS  the  boundary  aforesaid,  from  the  source  of  the 
MVy^;St.  Croix  to  the  river  Iroquois,  or  Cataraquy,  to 
be^^veyed  and  marked  according  to  the  said  provis- 
The  said  Commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
tmake  a  rn^^p  of  the  said  boundary,  and  annex  to 
leclaralion  under  their  hands  and  seals,  certifying 
be  the  trui;  map  of  the  said  boundary,  and  par- 
f^ciCirizing  ih*  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  norlh- 
Wi^'angl«?  o'  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  northwesternmost 
:of  Connecticut  rivrr,  and  of  such  other  points  of 
laid  bf)un(lary  as  they  may  deem  proper.  And 
consider  such  map  and  declara- 
conclusively  fixing  the  said  bound- 


other  Comminioner  thti!  have  ao  refased,  declined,  or 
omitted  to  act,  as  the  case  may  bo.  And  if  the  Com- 
missioner so  refusing,  declining,  or  omitting  to  act, 
shall  also  wilfully  omit  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which 
he  has  so  done,  in  such  manner  that  the  said  state- 
ment may  be  referred  to  such  friendly  Sovereign  or 
State,  together  with  the  report  of  such  other  Comrais- 
sioner,  then  such  Sovereign  or  State  shall  decide  ex 
parte  upon  the  said  report  alone,  and  His  BriUnnic 
Majesty  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  en- 
gage to  consider  the  decision  of  such  friendly  Sover- 
eign or  State  to  be  final  and  conclusive  on  all  the  mat- 
ters so  referred. 

Article  4. 


til 


be 

Ui 


Ui^iaia    Dfiuniiary  as 

4K>ft- parlies  agree  to 

tiof^s  finally  «nd  coi 


Articlk  5. 

icrcas,  by  the  former  Treaty  of  Peace,  that  portion 
f.e  boundary  of  the  United  States,  from  the  point 
;p  the  forty>!if\h  degree  of  north  latitude  strikes  the 
Iroquois,  or  Cataraquy,  to  the  Lake  Superior  was 
red  to  be,  ;*  Along  the  middle  of  said  river  into 
La^  Ontario,  t^hrough  the  middle  of  said  lake  until  it 
rtrXfis  the  communication  by  water  between  that  lake 
^njl^akc  Erie}  thence,  along  the  middle  of  said  com- 
Miql^auon,  inUi  Lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of  said 

if: 


» 
of 

dec 


(1)  Two 


(2)  unless  otherwise  specified  in  the  present  aKicIe. 


(3)  1783 


(4)  And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  Commission- 
ers differing,  or  both  or  either  of  them  refusing,  de- 
clining, or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  dec- 
larations, or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  them,  or 
either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  Sover- 
eign or  State,  shall  be  made  in  all  respects  as  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  third  article  is  contained,  and  in  as 
full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 


Article   5. 


I 
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lake,  unUl  it  arriTea  at  the  water  communication  into 
the  Lake  Huron;  thence,  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake  to  the  water  communication  between   that   lake 
and  Lake  Superior."     And  whereas  doubU  have  arisen 
what  w.u  the  middle  of  said   river,  lakes,  and  water 
communications,  and  whether  certain  islands  lying  in 
the  same  were  within  the  dominions  of  Hu  BriUnnic 
Majesty  or   of  the  United  Stales:     In  order,  therefore, 
finally  to  decide  these  questions,  (1)  they  shall  be  re- 
ferred  to  (2)  three  Commissioners,   to   be   appointed, 
sworn,  {mutatis  mutandis)  and  authorixed  to  act,  ex- 
actly in  ibe  manner  directed  with  respect  to  those  men- 
tioned   in   the   next   preceding   article.  (3)      The  said 

Commissioners  shall  meet,  in  the  first  instance,  at , 

and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or 
places  as  they  shall  think  lit.  The  said  Commission- 
ers, or  a  majority  of  them,  shall,  by  a  (4)  declaration, 
under  their  hands  and  seals,  designate  the  boundary 
through  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water  communica- 
tions, and  decide  to  which  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties the  several  islands  lying  within  the  said  rivers, 
lakes,  and  water  communications,  do  respectively  be- 
long, in  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the  (5) 
former  Treaty  of  Peace.  And  both  parlies  agree  to 
consider  such  (6)  decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  (7) 

Article   6. 

It  U  further  agreed,  that  the  said  (1)  last  mentioned 
Commissioners,  after  they  shall  have  executed  the  du- 
ties assigned  to  them  in  the  preceding  article,  shall  be, 
and  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  hereby,  authorired, 
upon  their  oaths,  impartially  to  fix  and  determine,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  of  the  said /yrmfr  (2)  1  reaty 
of  Peace,  that  part  of  the  boundary  between  the  domin- 
ions of  the  two  Powers,  which  extends  from  the  water 
communication  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Supe- 
rior to  the  most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 
WoihIs;  10  decide  to  which  of  the  two  parties  the  sev- 
eral islands  lying  in  the  lakes,  water  communications, 
and  rivers,  forming  the  said  boundary,  do  respectively 
belong,  in  conformity  with  the  true   intent  of  the   said 
fcrrmer  Treaty  of  Peace,  (3)  and  to  cause  such  parU  of 
the  said    boundarv  as   require   it   to  be    surveyed    and 
marked.     The  said   Commissioners,  or   a  majority  o 
them,  shall,  by  a  (4)  declaration  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  designate  the  boundary  aforesaid,  slate  their  Ue- 
ciaions  on  the  (5)  questions  thus  referred  to  them,  and 
particularize  the  latitude    and    longitude   of  the    most 
northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of 
such  other  (6)  points  on   the  said  boundary  as  they 
may  deem  proper.     And  both  parties  agree  to  consider 
•uch  (7)  decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  (8) 

Article   7. 

The  several  Boards  of  (1)  Commissioners  mentioned 
in  the  four  preceding  articles  shall,  respectively,  have 
power  to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  to  employ  such  sur- 
Ireyors  or  other  persons  as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 
Duplicates  of  (2)  their  res|H;ctive  (3)  declaraUons  (4) 
and  decisions  of  the  statement  (.«>)  of  their  accounts  and 
of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  shall  be  delivered 
bv  them  to  the  agenU  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and 
the  agenU  of  the  United  States,  who  may  be  respect- 
ively appointed  and  authorized  to  manage  the  business 
on  behalf  of  their  respective  (JovernmenU.      1  he  said 
Commissioners  shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  man- 
ner as  shaU  be  agreed  between  the  two  (6)  parUes,  such 


(1)  doubts 


(2)  two 


(3)  unless  otherwise  specified  in  this  present  article. 

(4)  report  or 

(5)  said  treaty  of  1783. 

(6)  designation  and 

(7)  And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  Commissioner* 
differing,  or  both,  or  either  of  ihem,  refusing,  declining, 
or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations, 
or  statements  shall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of  them, 
and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  Sovereign  or  Sute 
shall  be  made,  in  all  respecU,  as  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  third  article  is  contained,  and  in  as  full  a  manner 
as  if  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 


Article  6. 


(1)  two 


(2)  of  1783 


(3)  of  1783 

(4)  report  or 

(5)  points 

(6)  parU  of 

(7)  designation  and 
rS)  And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  Commissioners 

differing,  or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing,  declining, 
or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations, 
or  statemenU  shall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of  them, 
and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  Sovereign  or  State 
shall  be  made,  in  all  respecU,  as  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  third  article  is  contained,  and  in  as  full  a  manner 
as  if  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 


Article   7. 


(I)  two 


(2)  all     (3)  report!     (4)  statementi 
(5)  and 


(6)  contracting 
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frfnt  being  t;.  be  settled  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
(if  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty.  And  all  other 
jt^  attending,  the  said  commissions  shall  be  de- 
oy)  jointly  f>j  the  two  parties,  the  same  being 
Xiiy  aactrtabxed  and  allowed  by  the  majority  of 
imissioner*,  And  in  the  case  of  death,  sick- 
^  iignation,  •)r  necessary  absence,  the  place  of 
e\eij  T'Jch  Coramfcsioner,  respectively,  shall  be  sup- 
plied >jjj  '^^  same  ijianner  as  such  Commissioner  was 
first  a  J>«>mted  ;  anil  the  new  Commissioner  shall  take 
ihe  »a]Xe  oath  or  a|rirmation,and  do  the  same  duties. 

It  ii^iurther  agrerrd  between  the  two  (8)  parties,  that 
in  ci«ivany  of  the  inlands  mentioned  in  any  of  the  pre- 
cedinjArtitics  whir^h  were  in  the  possession  of  one  of 
the  paCrts  prior  to'lhe  commencement  of  the  present 
war  bf^.«een  the  tv^o  countries,  should,  by  the  decision 
of  »n\.  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  aforesaid,  (!)) 
fall  ni  '  " 
o 


(7)  equally 


(8)  contracting 


.J  V   ,         (9)  or  of  the  SoTereign  or  State  BO  referred  to,  M  !■ 

ill  niA.n  ihe  dominions  of  the  other  party,  all  grants     many  of  the  preceding  articles  contained. 
f  lam^-uacie  previous  to  that  time  by  the  party  having 


li«d  «u| 
or  istaij 
judi^rd] 
had  «u^ 


po&acftaioTu  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  such  island 
!.3  had,  liy  sach  decision  or  decisions,  been  ad- 
be  within  the  dominions  of  the  party  having 
possession. 

»    Abticlx  8. 


point 
the  ft 
jxyinl  c 
said  p 


It  ii^t^eed  that  a  line  draum  due  north  or  south, 
(as  th^case  may  ^e,)  from  ihe  most  northwestern 
ihe  Lake  of  the  Woods,  until  it  shall  intersect 
-ninth  par4llel  of  north  latitude,  and  from  the 
such  inierstfetion,  due  west  along  and  with  the 
^  allel,  shall  be  the  dividing  line  between  His 
Maje^tZs  territt/rieJi'and  those  of  the  United  States  to 
ihe  »/•?.♦  irard  of  tht  said  lake,  as  far  as  the  said  re- 
spectivfi  'territories  e^end  in  that  quarter,  and  that  the 
said  /;>i  shall  to  tknt  extent  form  the  southern  boun- 
dary "j^His  Majesty's  said  territories,  and  the  northern 
birundv,  '-I  of  the  sv^d  territories  of  the  United  Statu. 
Frovtd',  !,  that  noth^g  in  the  present  article  shall  be 
constru  i  to  extend  if  o  the  northwest  coast  of  America, 
or  tu  th  territories  {^longing  to,  or  claimed  by,  either 
party  .  ,  the  continent  of  America  to  the  westward  of 
the  Sio^"/  Mountairii. 


%  iA*TICLt     9. 

I 

The  fifiited  State*  of  America  engage  to  put  an  end, 
immeili-ely  after  iho  ratiScation  of  the  present  treaty, 
to  hontil^ies  with  aii  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians 
with  wl*m  they  may  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such 
ratifuit^ri,  and  forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes  or 
nations  Respectively  all  the  possessions,  righU,  and 
privil,-g*<,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or  been  enti- 
tled t.j,  ^1  1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities. 

Fr(jtv%ed,  always.  That  such  tribes  or  nations  shall 
agree  tG|lesi8t  from  nil  hostilities  against  the  United 
States  i#  America,  their  citizens  and  subjects,  upon 
the  raiiliation  of  ihf  present  treaty  being  notified  to 
such  tri;*s  or  nationi.  and  shall  so   desist  accordingly. 

Anjl  !Ji8  Britannit  Majesty  engages  on  his  part  to 
put  an  Ind,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the 
present  J  eaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  na- 
tions of  Indians  witlj  whom  he  may  be  at  war  at  the 
time  of  luch  ratification,  and  forthwith  to  restore  to 
such  tn^K  or  nation*  respectively  all  the  possessions. 


Abticlb  8. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn   due  west  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  along  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north 
latitude,  shall  he  the  line  of  demarcation   between  Hia 
Britannic  Majesty's  territories  and  those  of  the  United 
States  to  the  westward  of  the  said  lake,  so  far  as  the 
terrritories  of  the  United  States  extend  in  that  quarter ; 
and  the  said  line  shall,  to  that  extent,  form  the  southern 
boundary  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories,  and 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States.     It  being   always    distinctly   understood,   that 
nothing  in  the  present  article  shall  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  or  to  territories 
belonging  to,  or  claimed  by,  either  party  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America  westward  of  the  Stony  Mountains; 
(and  it  is  further  agreed  the  aubjecU  of  His  Britannic 
Majeaty  shall  at  all  times  have  access)  from  H»  Brit- 
annic Majesty's  territories,  by  land  or   inland   naviga- 
tion, into  the  aforesaid  territories  of  the  United  States 
to  the  nver  Mississippi,  with   their   goods,  effects,  snd 
merchandise,  and  that  His  Britannic  Majesty's  sub- 
jecU  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  free  navigation  o(  the 
said  river. 

Abticlx  9. 


Approved. 
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rights,  and  privileges,  which  thej  may  have  enjoyed  or 
been  entitled  to  in  1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities. 

Provided,  aJways,  That  such  tribes  or  nations  shall 
agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty  and  his  subjects,  upon  the  ratification  of 
the  present  treaty  being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  na- 
tions, and  shall  so  desist  accordingly. 

Abticlx   10. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  shall, 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  restrain  the  Indians 
living  within  their  respective  dominions  from  commit- 
ting hostilities  against  the  territory,  citizens,  or  sub- 
jects of  the  other  party.  And  both  Powers  also  agree, 
and  mutually  pledge  themselves,  if  at  any  time  war 
should  unhappily  break  out  between  them,  not  to  em- 
ploy any  Indian?,  nor  to  admit  of  their  aid  and  co- 
operation in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the 
other  party. 

Abticli   II. 

Each  party  shall  eflfectually  exclude  from  its  navaJ 
and  commercial  service  all  seamen,  seafaring  or  other 
persons,  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  party,  not 
naturalized  by  the  respective  Governments  of  the  two 
parties  before  the day  of . 

Seamen  or  other  persons,  subjects  of  either  party, 
who  shall  desert  from  public  or  private  ships  or  ves- 
sels, shall,  when  found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either 
party,  be  surrendered,  provided  they  be  demanded 
within from  the  time  of  their  desertion. 

No  person  whatever  shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  and 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  either  party,  be  demanded 
or  taken  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  one  of  the  parties,  by  the  public  or 
private  armed  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to,  or  in  the 
service  of  the  other,  unless  such  person  be  at  the  time  in 
the  actual  employment  of  an  snemy  of  such  other  party. 

This  article  shall  continue  in   force  for  the  term  of 

years.     Nothing  in  this  article  contained  shall  be 

.  construed  thereafter  to  affect  or  impair  the  rights  of 
either  party. 

Abticlx   12. 

If  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  hereafter  be 
engaged  in  war  against  any  third  Power,  to  which  war 
the  other  of  the  parties  shall  remain  neutral,  it  is  agreed 
that  every  vessel  of  the  neutral  party,  sailing  for  a  port 
or  place  belonging  to  the  enemy  of  the  belligerent, 
without  knowing  that  the  same  is  besieged,  blockaded, 
or  invested,  may  be  turned  away  from  such  port  or  place, 
but  shall  not  be  detained,  nor  her  cargo,  if  not  contra- 
band, be  confiscated,  unless,  after  such  notice,  she 
shall  again  attempt  to  enter;  but  she  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  go  to  any  other  port  or  place  she  may  think 
proper.  Nor  shall  any  vessel  or  goods  of  either  party, 
that  may  have  entered  into  such  port  or  place  before 
the  same  was  besieged,  blockaded,  or  invested  by  the 
other,  and  be  found  therein  after  the  reduction  or  sur- 
render of  such  place,  be  liable  to  confiscation,  but  shall 
be  restored  to  the  proprietors  thereof;  and  in  order  to 
determine  what  characterizes  a  blockaded  port,  that 
denomination  is  given  only  to  a  port  where  there  is, 
by  the  disposition  of  the  Power  which  attacks  it  with 
ships  stationary  or  sufficiently  near,  an  evident  danger 
in  entering. 

Abticlx   13. 
It  is  agreed  that  indemnity  shall  be   made  by  His 
Britannic  Majesty  to  the  citizeoi  of  the  United  States 


Abticlx   10. 


Inadmissible. 


Abticlx  II. 


Inadmissible. 


Abticlx  12. 


Inadmissible. 


Abticlb  13. 


•t 


II 


;  4( 


y  *4 
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Relations  leith  Great  Britain. 


eik  oi  the 
i^]  of  the  < 


loiMM  and  (Jaintge  fiuUine<l  by  them  during  the 
late  4jr  between. Great  Britain  and  France,  and  prior 
to  thlcommcnceiiient  of  the  present  war,  by  reason  of 
irrcgL-»r  or  illfga^  captures,  seizures,  or  condemnations 
of  v.f  els  and  othir  property,  under  color  of  authority, 
conUgiry  to  th*"  krf)wn  and  established  rules  of  the  law 
offii^ons. 

'so  agreed,  that  indemnity  shall  be  made 

coi(tracting  parties  to  the  subjects  or 

olh^-r  party,  for  all  losses  and  damages 

i-J   subseqi^ent   to   the   commencement   of  the 

pri8<*f  war,  by  rejison  of  the  seizure  or  condemnation 

of  tl#  vessels  or  cargoes  belonging   to  the  subjects  or 

ti  of  the  one- party,  which,  in  the  ordinary  course 

iiinerce,  hap^^ened,  at  the  commencement  of  hos- 

lo  be  in   tfee  ports  of  the  other  party,  and  by 

[yf  the  destruction  of  unfortified  towns,  and  th« 

i)r  destruction  of  private  property,  and  the  en- 

:^t  and  carrying  away  of  negroes,  contrary  to  the 

{ ^nd  established  rules  and  usages  of  war  between 

[\  nations,    i 

agreed  that,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
*ilie3  due  L-y  each  contracting  party,  in  con- 
with  the  provisions  of  this  article,  Commia- 
shall  l)e  appointed  in  the  following  manner, 
le  Commissfoner  shall  be  named  by  His  Britan- 
^jesty,  and  one  by  the  President  of  the  United 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
L>feof,  and  the  said  two  Commissioners  shall 
I'll  the  choice  of  a  third  ;  or,  if  they  cannot  agree, 
they  ||r,All  each  propose  one  person,  and  of  the  two 
namu  ih)  proposed  one  shall  be  taken  by  lot,  in  the 
prestjioe  of  the  tvi'o  original  Commissioners,  and  the 
thri-eSrommissionfrs  thus  appointed  shall  be  sworn, 
ano  Aihorized,  arvJ  empowered,  impartially  to  exam- 
ine- i^.t  all  such  claims  and  complaints,  and  to  deter- 
mine%c  indemniiics  which  may  be  justly  due  for  the 
same#  . 

Tt,     said  Commissioners  shall  meet  at  ,  and 

shall  rave  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or 
place  ad  they  shall  think  fit;  they  shall  also  have 
poyres  to  appoint  a  secretary,  swear  and  examine  wit- 
nesst  ,  and  have  all  assistance  and  facilities  necessary 
to  el^   j  t  the  object  of  their  appointment. 

T[  •  award  of  the  said  Oommissioners,  or  a  majority 
of  th;  »i,  shall  in  all  cases  be  final  and  conclusive,  both 
as  to  ije  justice  of  the  claim,  and  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  ijp^  to  be  paid  to  the  claimant  and  claimants. 

AlK^Hls  Bntar.nic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
agre     »nd  undertake  to  cause  the  sums  so  awarded  to 
by  them  respectively,  to  be  paid  in  specie  to 
'iimant  and  claimants  without  deduction,  and  at 
\iUce  or  ))lac<s,  time  or  times,  as  shall  be  awarded 
Commissioners. 


be  d 
such 
such 
by.tl, 


.\rticli  14. 


it  ^  also  agreed,  that  no  person  or  persons  residing 

wiihj^  .the  dominions  of  one  of  the  parties,  who  may 

have,^>iken  part  with  the  other  party  in   the   war  be- 

lin  and   the  United  States,  shall,  on 

prosecuted,   molested,  or    annoyed, 

,         p  or  property,  and  that  all  such  pcr- 

sotis^vposed    to  remove    into  the  dominions  of  the 

oiUeAiirty,  shall  be  allowed  the  term  of months 

frefl»«)  sell   their  property,  of  every  nature  and  dc- 
scrii^^^-n  whatever,  and  to  remove  accordingly 


have,^>iken  part  with 
tw,"e«  cireat  Britain 
th^t  m^count,  be  pr 
eit'jr**n  his  p'rsop  c 


Inadmissible. 


4 


Abticu  44. 


IoaJmis«ibIe. 
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Rtlaiions  yeiih  Great  Britain. 


Articlx  15. 

(1)  Washington,  with  all  practicable  despatch. 

(2)  Practicable. 


Articlk   15. 

This  Treaty,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  ratified 
on  both  sides,  and  the  respeclive  ratifications  mutually 
exchanged,  shall  be  binding  on  both  parties,  and  the 

ratifications  shall  bo  exchanged   at  (1) in  the 

space  of months  from  this  day,  or  sooner  if  pot- 

nbU.(2) 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  Plenipotentia- 
ries, have  signed  this  Treaty,  and  have  thereunto 
affixed  our  seals. 

Done  at  Ghent,  this day  of ,  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Draught  of  articU  to  be  inserted  immediately  after 
article  2  of  the  American  projet. 

All  prisoners  of  war,  taken  on  either  side,  as  well  by 
land  as  by  sea,  shall  be  restored  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  the  ratifications  of  this  Treaty  shall  have  been  ex- 
changed, on  their  paying  the  debts  which  they  may 
have  contracted  during  their  captivity.  The  two  con- 
tracting parties  respectively  engage  to  discharge  in 
specie  the  advances  which  may  have  been  made  by  the 
other,  for  the  sustenance  and  maintenance  of  such 
prisoners. 

True  copy  of  the  projet  submitted  by  the  American  to  the  Britiah  Ministers;  and  also  of  the  marginal 
changes,  propositions,  and  remarks,  made  by  the  latter  on  returning  their  answer  to  the  .\merican  Ministers' 
note  communicating  said  projet  of  a  Treaty. 

CHRISTOPHER  HUGHES,  J«.. 
Secretary  of  American  Mission  Extraordinary. 


No.  3. 

The  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 

Ghent,  November  2G,  1814. 

The  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  and  projet  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  present- 
ed by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  lOih 
instant. 

The  undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  the  most 
convenient  course  for  them  to  adopt  will  be  to  re- 
turn this  projet,  with  their  marginal  alterations 
and  suggestions  on  the  several  articles  of  which 
it  is  composed.  The  existing  differences  between 
the  two  Governments  will  thus  be  brought  more 
immediately  in  view,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  by 
confining  the  discussions  to  one  projet,  the  nego- 
tiations may  sooner  be  brought  to  a  favorable 
conclusion.  The  first  part  of  the  tenth  article 
appears  to  be  unnecessary,  and  the  stipulation 
contained  in  the  whole  of  it  altogether  inadmis- 
sible. Though  His  Majesty's  Government  sin- 
cerely hopes  that  a  renewal  of  the  war  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  may  be  far 
distant,  yet  the  undersigned  cannot  consent  to 
enter  into  any  engagement  as  to  what  shall  be 
the  conduct  of  their  Government  if  such  a  war 
should  unfortunately  occur. 

With  respect  to  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  ar- 
ticles. His  Majesty's  Government  has  strongly 
manifested  its  sincere  disposition  to  the  speedy 
restoration  of  peace,  by  agreeing,  under  all  the 
present  circumstances,  to  conclude  the  treaty 
without  any  stipulation  on  the  points  to  which 
these  articles  relate.  No  advantage  can  arise  from 
entering  into  discussions,  upon  a  successful  re- 
sult of  which  the  American   Plenipotentiaries 


have  stated  more  than  once  that  they  will  not 
make  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  at  all  lo  depend. 

With  respect  to  the  thirteenth  article,  the  in- 
demnifications proposed  by  it,  as  applied  to  the 
actual  circumstances  of  the  war,  are  so  unprece- 
dented and  objectionable,  that  any  further  perse- 
verance of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  in 
requiring  them  is  not  anticipated  by  the  under- 
signed :  if,  however,  contrary  to  expectation,  in- 
demnifications of  this  kind  should  be  required,  all 
hope  of  bringing  the  negotiations  to  a  favorable 
issue  must  prove  abortive.  The  undersigned  are 
instructed  explicitly  to  declare  that  as  their  Gov- 
ernment makes  no  claim  on  account  of  losses  sus- 
tained by  British  subjects  arising  cut  of  a  war 
declared  by  the  United  States,  so  neither  can  their 
Government  agree  lo  make  compensation  for 
losses  sustained  in  such  a  war  by  the  American 
people. 

The  undersigned  are,  however,  willing  to  agree 
to  a  stipulation  by  which  it  shall  be  provided  that 
the  courts  of  jusiice  in  each  country  shall  be  open 
to  the  just  demands  of  the  respective  people,  and 
that  no  obstruction  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  their 
recovery  of  the  rights,  claims,  or  debts  of  any  kind, 
respectively  due  or  belonging  to  them. 

With  respect  to  the  fourteenth  article,  the  un- 
dersigned do  not  concur  in  the  necessity  for  any 
such  stipulation  as  is  there  proposed. 

The  undersigned  think  proper  to  add  that,  with 
respect  to  the  particular  alterations  suggested  by 
ihem  in  various  articles  of  the  projet,  they  are 
ready  to  enter  into  such  explanations  as  may  be 
required  of  them,  with  the  sincere  desire  of  eo- 
deavoring  to   reconcile  the   pretensions  brought 
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JRelatians  vith  Oreat  Britain, 


fcarwird  oa  the  part  of  their  respective  Govern- 
mef  t. 

^»^l*  undersigned  have  forborne  to  insist  upon 
tliefc«sis  of  uti  possidetis^  to  the  advantage  of 
whjfi  they  con'ider  their  country  fully  enliiled. 
Bu'i  jhould  this  negotiation  terminate  in  a  way 
corAiry  to  tbeir  hopes  and  just  expectations,  they 
muS 'protest  against  any  claim  or  demand  being 
urg»J  by  the  Anietican  Government  in  any  future 
nigi|iiation.  in  consequence  of  the  facilities  which 
Hi.-^Majesty's  Government  have  now  shown 
the#i^lves  willing  to  afford  to  the  speedy  resto- 
rajiifof  peace. 

^»o  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  the  pres- 
ei?t  '-itportunity  to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries 
iKJnited  States  the  assurances  of  their  hiffh 


irratioD. 


GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN. 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


f  No.  4. 

&   The  American  to  the  Britiah  Ministers. 

=   f  Ghent,  November  30,  1814. 

Tij^  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 

the  ft>te  of  the  British    Plenipotentiaries  of  the 

26'.h'^. slant,  together  with  their  marginal  altera- 

tioQ»**nd  suggestions  on  the  several  articles  of 

the  ntvyt'f  of  a  ire.-ity  of  peace  proposed  by  the  un- 

led. 

undersigned  consent  that  the  day  of  the 


I' 


rigeof  the  ratifications  be  substituted  to  that 
signature  of  the  treaty  at  the  time  for  the 
u 


u 


ders 

T 

ex^h 
of  >h 

ceii't.^on  of  hostilities,  and  for  regulating  the  pe- 
noils^fter  which  prizes  at  sea  shall  be  restored: 
it  k>e^g  understood  that  measures  shall  be  adopt- 
ed fc  '  a  speedy  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  that 
the  firiods  in  the  second  article  shall  be  fixed  in 
a  rjiAiier  correspondino;  with  this  alteration. 

^m  undersigned  will  also  agree  to  the  new  ar- 
ticfef especting  prisoners,  and  to  the  mode  of  re- 
fer5r|e  proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
in  ih- third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  arti- 
cles, fcstead  of  tl.at  which  had  been  proposed  by 
the  lidersigoed.  But  in  order  to  prevent  delay, 
thejrfivill  suggest  that  a  time  be  fixed  within 
whic\  the  Comm-issioners  shall  make  their  deci- 
sionsiind  reports. 

ly  will  decline  insisting  upon  the  tenth, 
and  fourteenth  articles,  and  upon  so  much 
thirteenth  article  as  relates  to  indemnities 
Ises  and  da^mages  sustained  subsequent  to 
th<^  d  mmenceraent  of  the  present  war.  They 
wi%h*io  discuss  ttie  cases  of  vessels  and  property 
pA^t  when  wa^  was  declared  or  known  ;  and 
haveine  honor  t<^  enclose  a  copy  of  the  provision 
maJtin  that  respixt  by  the  United  States.  They 
<o  waive  ihiejc^sidue  of  that  (the  thirteenth) 
and  the  nleventh  article,  it  being  under- 
hat  the  rights  of  both  Powers  on  the  sub- 
seamen,  a(id  the  claims  of  the  citizens  and 
N  of  the  twr  J  contracting  parlies  to  indem- 
nita'sfcor  losses  a;)d  damages  sustained  prior  to 
the^cAnmenceraeot  of  the  war,  shall  not  be  affect- 
ed ^rf  mpaired  by  the  omissioa  in  the  ireatjr   of  i 


any  Specific  provisioo  with  respect  to  those  two 

subjects. 

In  forbearing  to  insist  upon  the  discussion  of 
subjects  deeply  involving  interests  important  to 
their  country,  and  upon  which  the  undersigned 
view  the  proposals  offered  by  them  for  considera- 
tion as  founded  on  principles  the  most  moderate 
and  conciliatory,  they  give  the  strongest  evidence 
of  the  anxious  wish  of  their  Government  that  the 
negotiation  should  be  brought  to  a  happy  issue. 

Sincerely  participating  in  the  desire  expressed 
by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  endeavoring  to 
reconcile  the  pretensions  of  both  Governments 
on  the  few  subjects  remaining  for  discussion,  the 
undersigned  have  also  assented  to  most  of  the  al- 
terations proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
to  those  pans  of  the  projet  which  they  have  not 
entirely  rejected.  To  some  of  these  alterations  the 
undersigned  are  compelled,  by  their  duty,  to  ob- 
ject. They  have  already  stated,  and  now  repeal, 
that,  whilst  requiring  u{  Great  Britain  no  sacrifice 
whatever,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  not  authorized  the  undersigned  to  agree  to  any 
stipulation  involving  any  cession  of  territory,  or 
the  dereliction  of  any  of  the  essential  rights  of  the 
peonle  of  the  United  States. 

The  objections  of  the  undersigned  are  to  one  of 
the  alterations  suggested  by  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries in  the  first  article  ;  to  some  paits  of  the 
preamble  of  the  third  article,  and  to  the  eighth 
article  ;  and  they  have  also  some  other  verbal 
alterations  to  suggest.  They  request  a  conference, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  may  suit  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
those  points,  and  of  agreeing  on  tiie  places  and 
time  left  in  blank  in  several  of  the  articles. 

The  undersigned  renew  to  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries the  assurance  of  iheir  high  conside- 
ration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Extract  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  passed  Julj  6 

1812.  ' 

Sec.  6.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  the 
Presidentof  the  United  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  give,  at  any  time  within  six  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  passports  for  the  safe 
transportation  of  any  ship,  or  other  property  be- 
longing to  British  subjects,  and  which  is  now 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates. 
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No.  5. 
The  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 

Ghe.1t,  November  30,  18U. 
Theundersignedhavethe  honor toacknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  and,  in  compliance 
with  their  request  for  a  conference,  shall  be  hap- 
py to  receive  them  at  the  Charireux  to-morrow 
at  12  o'clock. 
The  undersigned  request  the  American  Pleni- 


BekUiom  with  Great  Britain. 


potentiaries  to  accept  the  assurance  of  their  high 

consideration. 

GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  6. 

Protocol  of  a  Conference  held  the  Ist  December,  1814, 

at  Ghent. 

At  a  conference  held  this  day,  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  proposed  the  following  altera- 
tions in  their  projet,  as  amended  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

Isl.  In  article  1,  strike  out  the  alteration  con- 
sisting of  the  words  "  belonging  to,"  and  '•  taken 
by,"  and  preserve  the  original  reading,  viz  ;  "  tak- 
en by  either  party  from  the  other." 

This  alteration  was  objected  to  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  and,  alter  some  diFcussion,  re- 
served by  them  for  the  consideration  of  their 
Government. 

2d.  Transpose  alteration  consisting  of  the  words 
"  originally  captured  in  the  said  ports  or  places, 
and  which  !>hall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  raiiflfcalions  of  this  treaty,"  after  the  words 
'•public  property."  Agreed  to  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

3d.  Article  2d.  The  term  to  be  fifteen  days  in 
the  Channel,  in  the  North  seas,  in  all  parts  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean  to  the  equinoctial  line  or  equator, 
and  in  all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean.  Two 
months  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  latitude  of 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  three  months  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

In  lieu  of  this  alteration,  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries proposed  the  following,  viz  :  "  That  all 
vessels  and  effects,  winch  may  be  taken  after  the 
space  of  twelve  days  from  the  period  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  said  ratifications,  and  all  parts  of 
the  coasts  of  North  America,  from  the  latitude 
of  twenty-three  degrees  north,  to  the  latitude  of 
forty-seven  degrees  north,  and  as  far  eastward  in 
the  Atlantic  ocean  as  the  sixty-third  degree  of 
west  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich, 
shall  be  restored  on  each  side.  That  th^  time 
shall  be  thirty  days  in  all  other  parts  of  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  as  far  eastward  as  the  entrance  of 
the  British  channel,  and  southward,  as  far  as  the 
equinoctial  line  or  equator,  and  the  same  time  for 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  all  parts  of  the  West 
Indies.  Forty  days  for  the  British  channel  and 
the  North  seas.  The  same  time  for  all  parts  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
days  for  all  other  parts  of  the  world  without  ex- 
ception." Which  was  reserved  by  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  for  consideration. 

ith.  Article  3d.  After  the  words  '"all  islands 
within  twenty  leagues  of,"  insert  "any  part  of," 
and  substitute  "points"  for  '-point"  after  the 
words  "to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the."  Agreed 
to  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

5th.  Article  3.  Strike  out  the  words  "  whereas 
claims  have  been  made  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  certain  islands  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,"and  insert,  "  whereas  the  several  islands 


in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy.  which  is  part  of 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  island  of  Great  Menan, 
in  the  said  Bay  of  Fundy,  are  claimed  by  the 
United  States  as  being  comprehended  within  their 
aforesaid  boundaries."  Agreed  to  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

6th.  Article  7ih.  In  the  alteration  consisting  of 
the  words  '"  or  of  the  Sovereign  or  State  so  refer- 
red, to  as  in  many  of  the  preceding  articles  con- 
tained," substitute  "any"  to  "many." 

Not  insisted  on,  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
consenting  to  substitute  the  words,  *'  the  four 
next,"  for  the  marginal  words,  "  many  of  the." 

7th.  Articles  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  provide  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  Commissioners  shall  be  made  within 
a  limited  time.  Objected  to  by  the  British  Plen- 
ipotentiaries. 

8th.  Article  8th.  Substitute  after  the  words 
"  to  the  westward  of  the  said  lake  so  far  as,"  the 
words  "  their  said  respective  territories,"  instead 
of  the  words  "  the  territoriesof  the  United  States." 
Agreed  to  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

9ih.  Article  8th.  Strike  out  from  the  words 
'•  and  it  is  further  agreed"  to  the  end.  Reserved 
by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  for  the  consider- 
ation of  their  Government. 

lOlh.  The  American  Plenipotentiaries  also 
proposed  the  following  amendment  to  article  8ih, 
VIZ :  "  The  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  shall 
continue  to  enjoy  the  liberty  to  take,  dry,  and  cure 
fish  in  places  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain,  as  secured  by  the  former  treaty  of 
peace  ;  and  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississip- 
pi within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  shall  remain  free  and  open  to  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  manner  secured  by  the 
said  treaty  ;  and  it  is  further  agreed,  that  the  sub- 
jects of  His  Britannic  Majesty  shall,  at  all  times, 
have  access  from  such  place  as  may  be  selected 
for  that  purpose  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's  afore- 
said territories,  west,  and  within  three  hundred 
miles  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  in  the  aforesaid 
territories  of  the  Unite!  States,  to  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, m  order  to  enjoy  the  benefit  oi  the  nav- 
igation of  that  river  with  their  goods,  effects,  and 
merchandise,  whose  importation  into  the  said 
States  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited,  on  the 
payment  of  the  same  duties  as  would  be  payable 
on  tne  importation  of  the  same  into  the  Atlantic 
ports  of  the  said  Slates,  and  on  conforming  with 
the  usual  custom-house  regulations." 

This  amendment  was  left  with  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  for  consideration. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  also  intimated 
their  willingness  to  omit  article  8th  altogether,  if 
that  course  should  appear  more  advisable  to  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  further  pro- 
posed, in  conformity  with  iheir  note  of  Novem- 
ber 30,  indemnification  for  ships  detained  in  Brit- 
ish ports  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  af- 
terwards condemned;  which  was  resisted  by  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries. 

Alter  much  discussion  on  this  point,  the  con- 
ference was  adjourned.  

CHRISTOPHER  HUGHES,  Jn». 
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protocol  of  Conference  on  December  10,  1814. 

le  protocclvof  the  preceding  conference  held 

}e  1st  instafit  was  settled. 

Tie  British  i^'lenipoteniiaries  stated   that  their 

jfernmeDt  cotjid  not  consent  or  omit  the  words 

rticle  1st.  "  belonging  to  either  party  and   ta- 

>Y  the  other."  unless  some  modification  should 

^itroduced,  riiher  by  excepting  from   mutual 

,ution  all  t^ose  territories  which  are  made  by 

firiicles  of  (he  treaty  the  subject  of  reference 

^)ramissionWs,  or  by  excepting  the  Pas^ama- 

Jy  islands  iilone.— Received  by  the  Ameri- 

'lenipoteuti'aries  for  consideration. 

',^e  British  Plenipotentiaries  then  stated   that. 

rfspect  to  Ihe  8ih  article,  their  Gorernmenl 

d  in  lieu  oj  the  American  proposals  to  retain 

luended  ariicle  as  far  as  the  words,  '•  Slony 

lains,"  and  insert  the  following  stipulation  : 

lis  Briiaaoic   Majesty  agrees  to  enter  into 

lation  with  the  United   States  of  America. 

the  term.<,  conditions,  and   re;^ulations 

h  the  inhabitants  of  the  said   United 

^«^s  shall  have  the  liberty  of  taking  fish  on  cer- 

coast  of  Newfoundland,  and  other 

Majesty's  dominions  in  North 

Arr>/rica.  and  of  drying  and  curing  fish,  in  the  un- 

s4ti|'d  bay.s  hajbors,  and  creeks  of  Nova  Scotia. 

aldalen  i>iands,  and  Labrador;  as  stipulated  in 

Iter  part  of  the  thrrd  article  of  the  treaty  of 

in   consi'J«ration  of  a  fair  equivalent   to  be 

d   upon  between    His  Majesty  and   the  said 

'.d   Slate*,  und   granted    by  the  said    United 

for  suchliberty  as  aforesaid." 


nf2^!iation 
ris^ciiog  t 
ufit^r  whici 
^^e->  shall  hav( 
t^iiltarts  of  thee 
of  pjis  Britaiinji 


irjti 


ites. 

yhe  United  States  of  America  agree  to  enter 


'negotiation  with  His  Britannic 


■T—jl •■•{.-•■-.■-«  .T.w.  iii,,  juiiirtijiiiu  Majesty  re- 
Ifefli-ng  the  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations  un- 
djr  .vhich  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi 
frpil  Its  source  lo  the  ocean,  as  stipulated   in  the 

e?^i|h  article  cfthetreatvofl783,shall  remain  free 
a«d  r-pen  to  the  isubjects  of  Great  Britain,  in  con- 
siUe  ation  of  a  ftiir  equivalent,  to  l^e  agreed  upon 
bfli  een  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  and 
g»a.  ied  by  His  Majesty."— Received  by  theAraer- 
icjii^Pienipotenwaries  for  consideration. 

jlXihe  7ih  article  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
pfojl  «ed  after  the  words  •'  all  grants  ofland  made 
p*eviyus  to."  to  omit  the  wor Js  ••  to  that  time" 
d^asert  "  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
;'♦  so  that  (he  line  would  read,  "all  grants  of 

laade  previous  to  the  commenoPment  of  the 

■—Agreed  ;o. 

♦•  British  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  the  in- 

0  of  the  following  article  relative  to  the  slave 

[V'hereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable 
■  he  principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  and 
wfi(|»as  buih  Hjs  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
■T  r?""'^"*  of  continuing  their  efforts  to  promote 
it|  t#»ire  abolitftjn,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  both 
ih^'  Ijntracting  [parties  shall  exert  every  means 
iD-ti...ir  power  tr  accomplish  so  desirable  an  ob- 
jeJ;tj>'-^Received  for  consideration 

JT|»  British  Pienipotentiaries  proposed  the  fol- 
low^k  provision:: 

;'|'bat  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  each  of  the 
co.fl^^cting  parijes  may  recjproc?.|Jy  sue  in  the 


courts  of  the  other,  and  shall   meet  with  no  im- 
pediment to  the  recovery  of  all  such  estates,  rights 
properties  or  securities  as  may  be  due  to  them  by 
the  laws  of  the  country  in  whose  courts  they  shall 
sue." — Received  for  consideration. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  in  the 
preamble  to  the  projet  of  the  treaty,  to  omit  the 
words  "Admiral  of  the  White  squadron,"  and  in- 
sert "late  Admiral  of  the  While,  now  Admiral 
of  the  Red"  in  lieu  of  them.     Agreed  to. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  stated  that 
possibly  doubts  might  arise  as  lo  the  geographical 
accuracy  of  the  words  at  the  beginning  of  the 
eighth  article,  "a  line  drawn  due  west  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  along  the  forty-ninth  paral- 
lel of  north  latitude." 

It  was  agreed  that  an  alteration  should  be  made 
to  guard  against  such  possible  inaccuracy. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  the 
following  alteration  in  the  draught  delivered  to 
ihem  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  relative  to 
the  manner  of  filling  up  the  blanks  in  article  2d ; 
"extend  the  term  of  twelve  days  to  fifty-six  de- 
grees north  latitude,  and  to  the  thirty-sixth  west 
longitude." 

"  Include  the  British  and  Irish  chai!nels  in  the 
term  of  thirty  days.  Include  the  Baltic  in  the 
term  of  forty  days.  Instead  of  the  terra  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  days,  insert  sixty  days  for  the  At- 
lantic as  far  as  the  latitude  of  Cape  of  Good 
Hope;  ninety  days  for  every  other  pan  of  the 
world  south  of  the  equator;  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days  for  all  other  parts  of  the  world." 

The  conference  then  ended. 

CHRISTOPHER  HUGHES.  Jr.. 

Secretary  of  American  Mission. 


Protocol  of  Conference  on  December  12,  1814. 

The  protocol  of  the  pnceding  conference  held 
on  the  10th  instant  was  settled. 

After  much  discussion  relative  to  the  first  and 
eighth  articles,  the  conference  ended  by  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentaries  undertaking  to  return  an  an- 
swer in  writing  to  the  propositions  brought  for- 
ward by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  last 
conference.  C.  HUGHES,  Jr. 

Secretary  of  American  Misssion. 


No.  7. 


American  Note,  written  after  the  Conference  of  the 
12/ A  December. 

Gbe.nt,  December  14,  1814. 

The  undersigned  having  considered  the  propo- 
sitions offered  in  the  conference  of  the  10th  in- 
stant by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  few 
subjects  which  remain  to  be  adjusted,  now  have 
the  honor  of  making  the  communication  which 
they  promised. 

The  first  of  them  relates  to  the  mutual  restora- 
tion of  the  territory  taken  by  either  party  from 
the  other  during  the  war.  In  admitting  this  prin- 
ciple, which  the  undersigned  had  repeatedly  de- 
clared to  be  the  only  one  upon  which  they  were 
authorized  to  treat,  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 


1405 


APPENDIX. 


1406 


Relations  vith  Great  Britain. 


had  at  first  proposed  an  alteration  in  the  article 
offered  by  the  undersigned,  limiting  the  stipula- 
tion of  restoring  territory  taken  during  the  war 
to  territory  belonging  to  the  party  from  which  it 
was  taken.  The  objection  of  the  undersigned  to 
this  alteration  was,  thai  a  part  of  the  territory 
thus  taken  being  claimed  by  both  parties,  and 
made  a  subject  of  reference  by  the  treaty,  the  al- 
teration would  leave  it  in  the  power  of  one  party 
to  judge  whether  any  portion  of  territory  taken 
by  him  during  the  war  did  or  did  not  belong  to 
the  other  party,  laying  thereby  in  the  very  instru- 
ment of  pacification  the  foundation  of  an  imme- 
diate understanding  the  moment  that  instrument 
should  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  now  pro- 
posed to  omit  the  words  originally  offered  by 
them,  provided  that  the  Passamaquoddy  islands 
should  alone  be  excepted  from  the  mutual  resti- 
tution of  territory. 

The  consent  of  the  undersigned  to  this  solitary 
exception,  if  founded  on  the  alleged  right  of  Great 
Britain  to  those  islands,  might  be  construed  as  an 
implied  admission  of  a  better  title  on  her  part  than 
on  that  of  the  United  States,  and  would  neces- 
sarily affect  their  claim.  The  only  ground  for 
the  exception  consists  in  the  allegation  of  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  that  Great  Britain  had. 
during  some  period  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783.  exercised  jurisdiction  over  those 
islands,  and  that  the  United  States  had  subse- 
quently occupied  them  contrary  to  the  remon- 
strances of  the  British  Government,  and  before 
the  question  of  title  had  been  adjusted. 

Under  these  considerations  the  undesigned,  un- 
willing to  prevent  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  will  take  upon  themselves  the  responsi- 
bility of  agreeing  to  the  exception  proposed,  with 
a  provision  that  the  claim  of  the  United  Slates 
shall  not  thereby  in  any  manner  be  affected.  The 
undersigned  have  accordingly  prepared  a  clause 
to  that  effect,  and  which  provides,  also,  that  the 
temporary  possession  may  not  be  converted  into 
permanent  occupancy.  They  had  agreed  to  the 
alteration  proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotentia- 
ries in  the  mode  of  reference  of  the  several  boun- 
daries and  country  in  dispute,  under  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  proposed  exception  lo  a  general  res- 
toration would  not  be  insisted  on  ;  and  they  will 
add  that  the  objection  to  the  temporary  posses- 
sion by  Great  Britain  of  the  Passamaquoddy  isl- 
ands would  be  considerably  lessened  by  adopting 
a  mode  of  reference,  which  would  insure  a  speedy 
and  certain  decision. 

To  the  stipulation  now  proposed  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  a.s  a  subsiitule  for  the  last  para- 
graph of  theeighth  article,  the  undersinged  cannot 
accede. 

The  proposition  made  re-peciing  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  alteration  first  proposed 
by  ihe  British  Plenipotentiaries  to  that  article,  was 
unexpected.  In  their  note  of  the  31sl  of  October 
they  had  stated  that  they  had  brought  forward, 
in  their  note  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  all 
the  propositions  which  they  had  to  offer ;  and  that 
subject  was  not  mentioned  either  in  this  last  men- 


tioned note,  or  in  the  first  conference  to  which  it 
referred.  In  order  to  obviate  any  difficulty  aris- 
ing from  a  presumed  connexion  between  that 
subject  and  that  of  the  boundary  proposed  by  the 
eighth  ariicle,  the  undersigned  expressed  their 
willingness  to  omit  the  article  altogether.  For 
the  purpose  of  meeting  what  they  believed  to  be 
the  wishes  of  the  British  Government,  they  pro- 
posed the  insertion  of  an  article  which  should 
recognise  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  navi- 
gation of  that  river,  and  that  of  the  United  Slates 
to  a  liberty  in  certain  fisheries,  which  the  British 
Government  considered  as  abrogated  by  the  war. 
To  such  an  article,  which  they  viewed  as  merely 
declaratory,  the  undersigned  had  no  objection, 
and  have  offered  lo  accede.  They  do  not,  how- 
ever, want  any  new  article  on  either  of  those  sub- 
jects; they  have  offered  to  be  silent  with  re<Tard 
to  both.  To  the  stipulation  now  proposed,  or  any 
other,  abandoning,  or  implying  the  abandonment 
of  any  right  in  the  fisheries  claimed  by  ihe  United 
Stales,  they  caunot  subscribe.  As  a  stipulation 
merely  that  the  parties  will  hereafter  negotiate 
concerning  the  subjects  in  question,  it  appears 
also  unnecessary.  Yet  lo  an  engagement,  couched 
in  general  terms,  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  subjects 
of  difference  not  yet  adjusted,  or  so  expressed  as 
to  imply  in  no  manner  whatever  an  abandonment 
of  any  right  claimed  by  the  United  States,  the 
undersigned  are  ready  to  agree. 

Since  neither  of  the  two  additional  articles 
proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  were 
included  amongst,  or  is  connected  with,  the  sub- 
jects previously  broiio[hl  forward  by  them,  it  is 
presumed  they  are  oflered  only  for  consideration, 
as  embracing  objects  of  common  and  equal  inter- 
est to  both  parties.  The  undersigned  will  accede^ 
to  the  substance  of  the  article  to  promote  the  ab- 
olition of  the  slave  trade.  Tiiey  cannot  admit 
the  other  article,  which  appears  to  them  unne- 
cessary ;  the  courts  of  the  United  States  will 
without  it  be  equally  open  to  the  claims  of  Brit- 
ish subjects,  and  they  rely  that  without  it  ihe 
British  courts  will  be  equally  open  to  the  claims 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  undersigned  renew  to  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries the  assurance  of  their  high  considera- 
aiion.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 

HENRY  CLAY, 
.      JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  the  Plknipotentiabies 

of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  <f  c. 

Such  of  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passama- 
quoddy as  are  claimed  by  both  parlies,  shall  re- 
main in  the  possession  of  the  party  in  whose  oc- 
cupation they  may  be  at  the  lime  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  until  the  de- 
cision respecting  the  title  lo  the  said  islands  shall 
have  been  made  in  conformity  with  the arti- 
cle of  this  treaty.  But  if  such  decision  shall  not 
have  taken  place  within years  after  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  such' 
islands  shall   be  restored  to.  and,  until  such  deci- 


[07 


APPENDIX. 


1408 


f 


1409 


APPENDIX. 


1410 


Relations  with  Great  Britaim. 


i 

I 
?  t 


I  8  ,)n  may  take  place,  shall  be  retained  by,  the  party 
'  ^  i)o  had  pos-ression  of  the  same  at  the  comraence- 
o  ent  of  the  war.  No  disposition  made  by  this  tret- 

*•  of  the  inteKmediate  possession  of  the  islands  and 
rrilories  claimed  by  both  parties  shall,  in  any 

iJanner  whali'ver,  be  construed  to  affect  the  right 
)  0  '  either. 


No.  8. 
The  British  to  the  American  Miniateri. 

Ghent,  December  22,  18H. 
The  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
:  t  ^e  note  nf  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  dated 
>(  ,  the  14th  instant,  stating  their  consent  to  ex- 
c  pi  the  Passaraaquoddy  islands  from  the  mutual 
_  r  sfitution  uf  territory  captured  during  the  war, 
^  p  ijvided  the  claim  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
;b  in  any  manner  affected  thereby. 
;  To  the  article  proposed  by  the  American  Pleni- 
ipf  teniiaries,  so  far  as  it  is  adapted  to  thi<  object, 
•ti«;  undersigned  are  willing  to  agree  ;  but  ihey 
•  o..j*'ct,  as  before  intimated  by  them,  to  that  part 
.  c|  the  proposL'd  article  which  would  make  it  im- 
jp|rative  on  ihe  Commissioners  to  decide  the 
}ql<jstion  withm  any  fixed  time,  trusting  that,  on 
•tJij  head,  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  will  be 
|s.kjsfied  withtheir  declaration,  that  it  is  the  in- 
ittiition  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  do  all 
^tllit  belongs  to  them  to  obtain  a  decision  without 
,i(j|of  time.  The  projet  o(  the  article  subjoined 
;^a!i  be  found  to  omit  the  clause  intended  to  en- 
«f(i'»e  a  decision  wiiliin  some  limited  time,  and  to 
;cijr/lain  a  slight  alteration  in  the  third  clause  by 
■siJ>-* muting  10  the  place  of  the  words  "interrae- 
•d«  i(e  poss€&ii<)a"  the  words  "as  to  such  posses- 
'-i\  ij."  . 

■  t?o  far  as  rejrards  the  substitution  proposed  by 
|tli  L'.undersign<«d  for  the  last  clause  of  the  eighth 
'af  rcle.  as  ii  was  offered  solely  with  the  hope  of 
:ai  aining  the  object  of  the  amendment  tendered 
•b;  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  confer- 
et  ^e  of  the  1st  instant,  no  difficulty  will  be  made 
iiii  'withdrawing  it. 

>     The  undersigned,  returning  to  the  declaration 

n,  ide  by  ihenijat  the  conference  of  the  Slh  August, 

It;  it  the  privileges  of  fishing  within  the  limits  of 

"tl  J'  British  sosrereignty,  and  of  using  the  British 

■X<-   titories  for  purposes  connected  with  the  fishe- 

Ti  ■ .  were  what  Great  Britain  did  not  intend  to 

g^nt  without  equivalent,  are  not  desirous  of  in- 

ir^.^ucing  any  article  upon  the  subject. 

J    fWith  a  view  of  removing  what  they  consider 

^aJttie  only  ob^ction  to  the  immediate  conclusion 

^o^ihe  treaty,  jhe  undersigned  agree  to  adopt  the 

ipt*'posal  mi»d(}  by  the  American  Pleoipoientia- 

frii  Sj  at  the    cinft-rence   of  the    1st    instant,  and 

■rt  »rated  in  tn^ir  last  note,  of  omitting  the  eighth 

at  if.le  altogetfier. 

Bhe  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tu  ijty  to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
vU   lied  States  ihe  assurance  of  their  high  consid- 
er lion.  ■> 
! 


i,! 


GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


[Referred  to  in  the  preceding  note  from  the  British 
Ministers.] 

Such  of  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquod- 
dy  as  are  claimed  by  both  parties  shall  remain  m 
the  possession  of  the  j)arty  in  whose  occupation 
they  may  be  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  this  treaty,  until  the  decision  re- 
specting the  title  to  the  said  islands  shall  have 
been  made  in  conformity  with  the  fourth  article 
of  this  treaty. 

No  disposition  made  by  this  treaty  as  to  such 
possession  of  the  islands  and  territories  claimed 
by  both  parties  shall,  in  any  manner  whatever,  be 
construed  to  affect  the  right  of  either. 


No.  9. 
Protocol  of  Conference. 

Ghent,  December  23,  18U. 

At  a  conference  held  tbis  day,  the  protocol  of 
the  preceding  conference  was  settled. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  intimated  their 
readiness  to  accede  to  the  propositions  contained 
in  the  note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
22d  instant. 

The  following  alterations  were  then  agreed  to: 

In  the  first  article,  after  the  word  '"cease,"  omit 
the  words  "after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions," and  insert  "  as  soon  as  the  treaty  shall  have 
been  ratified  by  both  parties."  Substitute  the  word 
"whatsoever"  for  the  words  ''without  exception." 
Restore  the  words  "taken  by  either  party  from 
the  other,"  in  the  room  of  the  words  '  belonging 
to  either  party  and  taken  by."  After  the  wordj 
'•signing  of  this  treaty."  insert  the  words  '"ex- 
cepting only  the  islands  hereinafter  mentioned  ;" 
after  the  words  "respectively  belong,"  insert  ver- 
batim the  words  of  the  amendment  enclosed  in 
the  note  oi  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
23d  instant,  filling  up  the  blank  with  the  word 
"fourth." 

The  second  article  was  altered,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

Art.  2.  Immediately  after  the  ratification   of 
this  treaty  by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, orders  shall  be  sent  to  the  armies,  squad- 
rons, oflScers,  subjects,  and   citizens  of  the  two 
Powers,  to  cease  from  all  hostilities,  and  so  pre- 
vent all  causes  of  complaint  which  might  arise 
on  account  of  the  prizes  which  may  he  taken  at 
sea,  after  the  said  ratifications  of  this  treaty.     It 
is  reciprocally  agreed,  that  all  vessels  and  effects, 
which   may  be  taken  after  the  space  of  twelve 
days  from  the  said  ratifications  upon  all  parts  of 
the  coast  of  North  America,  from  the  latitude  of 
twenty-three  degrees  north  to  the  latitude  of  fifty 
degrees  north,  and  as  far  eastward  in  the  Atlantic 
ocean  as  the   thirty-sixth  degree  of  west  longi- 
tude, from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  shall  be 
restored  on  each  side  :  that  the  lime  shall  be  thirty 
days  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean  north 
of  the  equinoctial  line  or  equator,  and  the  same 
time  for  the  British  and  Irish  channels,  for  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  all  parts  of  the  West  Indies  j 
forty  days  for  the  North  seas,  for  the  Baltic,  and 
for  all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  sixty  days  for 
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the  Atlantic  ocean,  south  of  the  equator,  as  far 
as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  ninety  days  for  every 
other  part  of  the  world,  south  of  the  equator,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days  for  all  other  parts 
of  the  world,  without  exception. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  article  respecting  prison- 
ers of  war,  should  be  the  third  article,  and  that 
the  words  '"as  hereinat'ter  mentioned."  should  be 
substituted  for  the  words  ""shall  have  been  ex- 
changed." 

The  articles  numbered  in  the  original  projet  3, 
4,  5,  G.  7,  to  be  respectively  numbered  4.  5,  6,  7,8. 

In  the  fourth  article,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
blank  should  be  filled  up  with  the  words  "St. 
Andrews,  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick." 

In  the  fifth  article,  it  was  agreed  that  the  blank 
should  be  filled  up  with  the  words  "'  St.  Andrews, 
in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick."  | 

Near  the  end  of  the  fifth  article,  substitute  the  | 
word  "fourth"  for  "third." 

In  the  sixth  article,  it  was  agreed  to  fill  up  the 
blank  with  the  words  "'Albany,  in  the  State  of! 
New  York,"  and  to  substitute  the  word  '"  fourth" 
for  "third,"  in  the  concluding  paragraph. 

In    the    seventh    article,    substitute    the    word  i 
"fourth"  for  "  third."  in  the  last  paragraph.  '■ 

It  was  agreed  that   the  article  respecting  the  i 
African  slave  trade,  should  be  the  tenth  article,  | 
and  that  the  words  '"  use  their  best  endeavors"  I 
should  be  substituted  for  the  words  ""  exert  every 
means  in  their  power.'' 

The  fifteenth  article  of  the  prnjet  to  be  num- 
bered 11:  it  was  agreed  to  insert  in  it.  after  the 
words  "'on  both  sides."  the  words  "'  without  altera- 
tion by  either  of  the  contracting  parties." 

Omit  the  words  ""with  all  practicable  despatch;" 
fill  up  the  blank  with  the  word  ""four;"  insert 
after  the  word  "  done"  the  words  '"  in  triplicate." 
The  British  Plenipotentiaries  urged  the  article 
formally  proposed  by  them,  as  to  suits  of  law  to 
be  prosecuted  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  one 
nation  in  the  courts  of  justice  of  the  other. 

Resisted  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  conference  was  adjourned  to  the  24th  in- 
stant, for  the  purpose  of  signing  the  treaty. 


Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
of  America, desirousof  terminating  the  war  which 
has  unhappily  subsisted  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  of  restoring,  upon  principles  of  perfect 
reciprocity,  f>eace,  friendship,  and  good  under- 
standing between  them,  have  for  that  purpose  ap- 
pointed their  respective  Plenipotentiaries;  that 
is  to  say.  His  Britannic  Majesty,  on  his  part,  has 
appointed  the  right  honorable  James  Lord  Gam- 
bier,  late  Admiral  of  the  White,  txow  Admiral  of 
the  Red  squadron  of  His  Majesty's  fleet,  Henry 
Goulburn.  Esq.,  a  member  ol  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament and  under  Secretary  of  State,  and  Wm. 
Adams,  Esq..  Doctor  of  Civil  Laws:  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  has  appointed 
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John  Q,uincy  Adams.  James  A.  Bayard.  Henry 
Clay,  Jonathan  Russell,  and  Albert  Gallatin,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  State*,  who,  after  a  reciprocal 
communication  of  their  respective  full   powers, 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  univer- 
sal peace  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States,  and  between  their  respective  coun- 
tries, territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people  of  every 
degree,  without  exception  of  places  or  persons. 
All  hostilities,  both  by  sea  and  land,  shall  cease 
as  soon  as  this  treaty  shall  have  been  ratified  by 
both  parties,  as  hereinafter  mentioned.  All  terri- 
tory, places,  and  possessions,  whatsoever,  taken 
by  either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war,  or 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  signingof  thistreaty, 
excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter  mentioned, 
shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and  without  caus- 
ing any  destruction  or  carrying  away  any  of  the 
artillery  or  other  public  property  originally  cap- 
tured in  the  said  ports  or  places,  and  which  shall 
remain  therein  upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or  other  private 
property.  And  all  archives,  records,  deeds,  and 
papers,  either  of  a  public  nature  or  belonging  to 
private  persons,  which  in  the  course  of  the  war 
may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of 
either  party,  shall  be.  as  far  as  may  be  practica- 
ble, forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to  the  proper 
authorities  and  persons  to  whom  they  respectively 
belong.  Such  of  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Pas- 
samaquoddy  as  are  claimed  by  both  parties  shalf 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  party  in  whose 
occupation  they  may  be  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
cliange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  until  the 
decision  respecting  the  title  to  the  said  islands 
shall  have  been  made,  in  conformity  with  the 
fourth  article  of  this  treaty.  No  disposition  made 
by  this  treaty,  as  to  such  possession  of  the  lands 
and  territories  claimed  by  both  parties,  shall  in 
any  manner  whatever  be  construed  to  affect  the 
right  of  either. 

Art.  2.  Immediately  after  the  ratifications  of 
this  treaty  by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, orders  shall  be  sent  to  the  armies,  squad- 
rons, oflBcers,  subjects,  and  citizens  of  the  two 
Powers,  to  cease  from  hostilities;  and.  to  prevent 
all  causes  of  complaint  which  might  arise  on  ac- 
count of  the  prizes  which  may  be  taken  at  sea 
after  the  said  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  it  is  re- 
ciprocally agreed  that  all  vessels  and  effects  which 
may  be  taken  after  the  space  of  twelve  days  from 
the  said  ratifications,  upon  all  parts  of  the  coast 
of  North  America,  from  the  latitude  of  twenty- 
three  degrees  north  to  the  latitude  of  fifty  degrees 
north,  and  as  far  eastward  in  the  Atlantic  ocean 
as  the  thirty-sixth  degree  of  west  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  shall  be  ^restored  on 
each  side;  that  the  lime  s-hall  be' thirty  days  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean  north  ot  the 
equinoctial  line  or  equator,  and  the  same  time  for 
the  British  and  Irish  channels,  for  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  all  parts  of  the  West  Indies;  forty 
days  for  the  North  seas,  for  the  Baltic,  and  for  all 
parts  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  sixty  days  for  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  south  of  the  equator,  as  far  as.  the 
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^  titude  of  jhe  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  ninety  days 
{or  every  p»rt  of  the  world  south  of  the  equator; 
^nd  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  for  all  other 
(^ris  of  the  world,  without  exception, 
i  Art.  3.  All  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  either 
iside,  as  well  by  land  as  by  sea.  shall  be  restored 
|as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  ratifications  of 
Jlhis  treaty,  ^s  hereinafter  mentioned,  on  their  pay- 
•  ing  the  debts  which  they  may  have  contracted 
|during  iheir  captivity.  The  two  contracting  par- 
<Ues  engage -to  discharge,  in  specie,  the  advances 
fwhich  may;have  been  made  by  the  other  for  the 
^sustenance  and  maintenance  of  such  prisoner."*. 

Art.  4.  >Vherea>;  it  was  stipulated  by  the  sec- 
:  ond  article  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  thousand 
j  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  between  His  Brit- 
i  nnnic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
I  tjiat  the    boundary  of  the   United  States  should 
/v}omprehen(j  all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of 
Uny  part  of.  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and 
jiving  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from 
Jliie    points  jwhere    the  aforesaid    boundaries    be- 
^tween  Novji   Scotia  on   the  one  part,  and  East 
jji'lorida  on  ihe  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the 
▼  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  excepting 
rauch  island^  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been", 
Jwithin  the:limits  of  Nova  Scotia;  and  whereas 
. several    islc^nds   in    ihe  Bay  of  Passaraaquoddy. 
which  is  pa/t  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  and  the  island 
of  Grand  Menan,  in  the  said  Bay  of  Fundy,  are 
claimed  byahe  United  States  as  being  compre- 
j.hended  witiin  their  aforesaid  boundarres,  which 
'said  islandsjare  claimed  as  belonging  to  HisBrit- 
Jannic  Majesty,  as  having  been,  at  the  time  of,  and 
^previous  lo.Jthe  aforesaid  treaty  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  within  the  limits 
•of  the  province  of  \ova  Scotia:  in  order,  there- 
fore, finally  to  decide   upon   these  claims,  it  is 
,  agreed  that;  they  shall  be  referred  to  two  Com- 
'jpissioners.  to  be  appointed  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz:  Ojie  Commissioner  shall  be  appointed 
by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  one  hy  the  Presi- 
;dent  of  the^  United  States,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
j.fice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof;  and  the 
said   two  Commissioners  so  appointed  shall  be 
sworn   impartially  to  examine  and  decide  upon 
■?fae   said  claims  according   to  such  evidence  as 
ihall  be  laid  before  them,  on  the  part  of  His  Brit- 
annic Majecty  and  of  the  United  States,  respect- 
/ively.     Thtt  said   Commissioners   shall   meet  at 
£  St.  Andrew;*?,  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
*4nd  shall   l^ave  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other 
place  or  plarces  as  they  shall  think  fit.     The  said 
|Commissiot>ers  shall,  by  a  declaration  or  report 
|Mnder  their';hands  and  seals,  decide  to  which  of 
it:he  two  cojraracting  parties  the  several  inlands 


omitting  to  act  as  such,  they  shall  make,  jointly 
or  separately,  a  report  or  reports,  as  well  to  the 
Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  as  to  thai 
of  the  United  States,  slating  in  detail  the  points 
on  which  they  differ,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  their  respective  opinions  have  been  formed 
or  the  grounds  upon  which  they,  or  either  of 
them,  have  so  refused,  declined,  or  omitted  to 
act.  And  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  hereby  agree  to 
refer  the  report  or  reports  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners to  some  friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  to 
be  then  named  for  that  purpose,  and  who  shall  be 
requested  to  decide  on  the  differences  which  may 
be  stated  in  the  said  report  or  reports,  or  upoa 
the  report  of  one  Commissioner,  together  with 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  other  Commissioner 
shall  have  refused,  declined,  or  omitted  to  act,  as 
the  case  may  be;  and  if  the  Commissioner  so  re- 
fusing, declining,  or  omitting  to  act.  shall  also 
wilfully  omit  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
has  so  done,  in  such  manner  that  the  .said  state- 
ment may  be  referred  to  such  friendly  Sovereign 
or  Slate,  together  with  the  report  of  such  other 
Commissioner,  then  such  Sovereign  or  State 
shall  decide  ex  parte  upon  the  said  report  alone. 
And  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  engage  to  consider  the  de- 
cision of  some  friendly  Power  or  State  to  be 
final  and  conclusive  on  all  the  matttrrs  so  re- 
ferred. 

Art.  5.   Whereas  neither  that  point  of  the  high- 
lands lying  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  and  designated  in  the  former  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  the  two  Powers  as  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor  the  northwest- 
ernmost  liead  of  Connecticut  river,  has  yet  been 
ascertained  ;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  dominions  of  the  two  Pow- 
ers which  extends   from   the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  directly  north,  to  the  above-mentioned 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia;  thence  along 
the  said  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  that 
empty  themselves  into  the   river  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to 
the  northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river ; 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude;  thence  by  a 
line  due  west  on  said  latitude,  until  it  strikes  the 
river  Irofjuois  or  Cataraguy,  which   has  not  yet 
been  surveyed:  it  is  agreed  that,  for  these  several 
purposes,  two  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed, 
sworn. and  authorized  to  act  exactly  in  the  man- 
ner directed  with  respect  to  those'mentioned  in 
the  next  preceding  article,  unless  otherwise  speci- 
fied in  the  present  article.     The  said  Commis- 


toresaid  di  resptctively  belong,  in  conformity  sioners  shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews  in  the  province 
,with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  New  Brunswick,  and  shall  have  power  to  ad- 
-V  one  thou.and  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three;    journ  to  such  other  place  or  places,  as  they  shall 


Hod  il  the  srjid  Comiiii>sioners  shall  agree  m  their 
•decision,  hoCii  parties  shall  consider  such  decision 
?46  final  and  ^conclusive.  It  is  further  agreed,  that 
yn  the  evenbof  the  two  Commi.ssioners  differing 
fcpon  all  or  aJiy  of  the  matters  so  referred  to  them, 
iDf  in  the  evi^nt  of  both  or  either  of  the  said  Coni- 
liwioners   t^fusing,    or   dechoing,    or   wilfully 


think  fit.  The- said  Commissioners  shali  have 
power  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  points 
above-mentioned,  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  shall  cause 
the  boundary  aforesaid,  from  the  source  of  the 
river  St.  Croix  to  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy, 
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to  be  surveyed  and  marked,  according  to  the  said  | 
provisions.  The  .said  Commissioners  shall  make 
a  map  of  the  said  boundary,  and  annex  to  it  a 
declaration  under  their  hands  and  seals,  certify- 
ing it  to  be  the  true  map  of  the  said  boundary, 
and  particularizing;  the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  north- 
westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river,  and  of 
such  other  points  of  the  said  boundary  as  they 
m.iy  deem  proper.  And  both  parties  agree  to 
consider  such  map  and  declaration  as  finally  and 
conclusively  fixing  the  said  boundary.  And  in 
the  event  v{  the  said  two  Commissioners  differ- 
ing, or  both,  or  either  of  them  refusing,  declining, 
or  wilfully  omitting  to  act.  such  reports,  decla- 
rations, or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  them,  or 
either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly 
Sovereign  or  State  shall  be  made,  in  all  respects, 
as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  con- 
tained, and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was 
herein  repeated. 

Art.  6.    Whereas    by    the   former    Treaty  of 
Peace  that  portion  of  the  boundary  of  the  United 
Stales,  from  the  point  where  the  forty-fifth  degree 
of  north   latitude  strikes    the   river    Iroquois    or 
Cataraguy  to  ihe  Lake  Superior,  was  declared  to 
be  "  along  the  middle  of  said  river  into  Lake  On- 
tario; through   the  middle  of  said  lake  until  it 
strikes  the  communication  by  water  between  that 
lake  and  Lake  Erie;  thence  along:  the  middle  of 
said  communication  into  Lake  Erie;  through  the 
middle  of  said  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the  water 
communication    into   the   Lake    Huron  ;    thence 
through   the  middle   of  said    lake   to   the   water 
communication  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Su- 
perior."    And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  what 
was  the  middle  of  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water 
communications,  and  whether  certain  islands  ly- 
ing in   the  same  were   within  the  dominions  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  or  of  the  United  States: 
In  order,  therefore,  finally  to  decide  these  doubts, 
they  shall  be  referred  to  two  Commissioner?,  to 
be  appointed,  sworn,  and  authorized  to  act  exactly 
in   the  manner  directed,   with    respect    to  those 
mentioned  in  the  next  preceding  article,  unless 
otherwise  specified  in  this  present  ariicle.     The 
said  Commissioners  shall   meet,  in    the  fir!.t  in- 
stance, at  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place 
or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit:  the  said  Com- 
missioners shall,  by  a  report  or  declaration,  under 
their   hands  and   seals,  designate    the   boundary 
through  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water  commu- 
nications, and  decide  to  which  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parties  the  several  islands  lying  within 
the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water  communications, 
do  respectively  belong,  in  conformity  with  the 
true  intent   of  the  said  treaty  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three.     And  both  par- 
ties agree  to  consider  such  designation  and  deci- 
sion as  final  and  conclusive.     And  in  theevent  of 
the  said  two  Commissioners  differing,  or  both,  or 
either  of  them,  refusing,  declining,  or  wilfully 
omitting   to   act,    such   reports,  declarations,   or 
statements,  shall   be  made  by  them,  or  either  of 
them,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  Sovereign 


or  State  shall  be  made  in  all  respects  as  in  the 
latter  part  ol  the  fourth  article  is  contained,  and 
in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  re- 
peated. 

Art.  7.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  two 
last  mentioned  Commissioners,  after  they  shall 
have  executed  the  duties  assigned  to  them  in  the 
preceding  article,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized,  upon  their  oaths,  impartially  to  fir 
and  determine,  according  to  ihe  true  intent  of  the 
said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,  that  part  of  the  boundary 
between  the  dominions  of  the  two  Powers,  which 
extends  from  the  water  communication  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior  to  the  most  north- 
western point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  de- 
cide to  which  of  the  two  parlies  the  several 
islands  lying  in  the  lakes,  water  communicaiions, 
and  rivers,  forming  the  said  boundary,  do  re- 
spectively belong,  in  conformity  wiih  ihe  true 
intent  of  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-three;  and  to 
cause  such  parts  of  the  said  boundary  as  require 
it  to  be  surveyed  and  marked.  The  said  Com- 
missioners shall,  by  a  report  or  declaration  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  designate  the  boundary 
aforesaid,  state  their  decision  on  the  points  thus 
referred  to  them,  and  particularize  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of  such  other  parts 
of  the  said  boundary  as  they  may  deem  proper. 
And  both  parties  agree  lo  consider  such  designa- 
tion and  decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  And 
in  the  event  of  the  said  two  Commissioners  dif- 
'  fering,  or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing,  de- 
clining, or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports. 
(Jeclaraiions,  or  statements  shall  be  made  by  them, 
or  either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly 
Sovereign  or  State  shall  be  made  in  all  respects 
as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  con- 
tained, and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  saoat 
was  herein  repealed. 

Art.  8.  The  several  boards  of  two  Commis- 
.sioners  mentioned  in  the  four  preceding  articles, 
shall  respectively  have  power  to  appoint  a  secre- 
tary, and  to  employ  such  surveyors,  or  other  per- 
sons, as  they  shall  judge  necessary.  Duplicates 
of  all  their  respective  reports,  declarations,  state- 
ments, and  decisions,  and  of  their  accounts,  and 
of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  shall  be  de- 
livered by  them  to  the  agents  of  His  Britaonie 
.Majesty,  and  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States, 
who  may  be  respectively  appointed  and  sfuthor- 
ized  to  manage  the  business  on  behalf  of  their 
respective  Governments.  The  said  Commission- 
ers shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  agreed  between  the  two  conuacting  par- 
ties—such agreement  being  to  be  settled  at  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
treaty.  And  all  other  expenses  attending  the 
said  Commissioners,  shall  be  defrayed  equally  by 
the  two  parties.  And  in  the  ca.-e  of  death,  sick- 
ness, resignation,  or  necessary  absence,  the  place 
of  every  such  Commissioner  respectively  shall  b« 
supplied  in  the  same  manner  as  such  Commis- 
sioner was  first  appointed,  and  ihe  new  Commia- 
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ioner  shalt  take  the  same  oath  or  affirmation, 
*ind  do  the  Bame  duties.     It  is  further  agreed  be- 
(fween  the  {wo  contracting  parties,  that  in  case 
iny  of  the  islands  mentioned  in  any  of  the  pre- 
eding  artiqles  which  were  in  the  possession  of 
.»ne  of  the  parties  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
^.ie  present  war  between  the  two  countries,  should, 
,3y  the  decision  of  any  of  the  Boards  of  Commis- 
g^ioners  afore«?aid,  or  of  the  Sovereign  or  State  so 
■referred  to.  ^s  in  the  four  next  preceding  articles 
^.ontained,  fill  within  the  dominions  of  the  other 
_«arty,  all  gt-ants  of  land  made  previous  to   the 
Commencement  of  the  war  by  the  party  having 
K(ad  such  possession,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  such 
I'dand  or  islands  had  by  such  decision  or  deci- 
sions been  sWjudged  to  be  within  the  dominions 
^   the  party ;iaving  had  such  possession. 
•'  Art.  9.  '^he  United  States  of  America  engage 
i)  put  an  eijd,  immediately  after  the  ratification 
^if  the  present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the 
Jf/ibes  or  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  they  may 


Done,  in  triplicate,  at  Ghent,  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen. 

GAMBIER, 

HE.NRY  GOULBURN 

WILLIAM  ADAMS,     ' 

JOHN  dUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


L. 

S. 

L. 

8. 
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AN 


E.XPOSITION  OF   THE    CAUSES 
CHARACTER  OF  THE  WAR. 


AND 


[Note.— This  Exposition  of  the  Causes  and  Char- 
acter of  the  War  was   prepared  and  committed  to  the 
press,  before  any  account  had  been  received   in   the 
United  States  of  the  signature  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
>Je'at  \var^t7he"time'of"'such"rrtifiiation'  "and  i  ^^  ^1?^ .^'°"/^""  ""j  '^  ""'"^  negotiators ;  and  ix 

Xpectively,  ^U  the  possessions,  rights,  and  privi-  i      -       •      •       ^  » 

Ji^es,  whicl;  they  may  have  enjoyed  or  been  en- 
•  :Uled  to  in'lSll,  previous  to  such  hostilities: 
'■^Jhroxfided  always.   That  such   tribes  or  nations 

f^aU  agree  \o  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
Jie  Untied  States  of  America,  their  citizens  and 
kibjects,  up'.n  the  ratification  of  the  present 
-reaty  being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and 
^ball  so  desijit  accordingly.  And  His  Britannic 
jPlfajesty  engages,  on  his  part,  to  put  an  end.  imme- 
%;iately  after'the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty, 
J  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians 
«rith  whom  he  may  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such 
^4tification;  and  forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes 


nations,  rt-spectively,  all  the  possessions,  rights, 
t-ad  privileg.-s,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or 
>een  entitled  to  in  ISll,  previous  to  such  hostili- 
iies:  Provided  alxcays.  That  such  tribes  or  na- 
tions  shall   fl^ree   to  desist   from  all   hostilities 


r  ,  ij      tv  .. ..w.,»iiiwta    ui  actual   suuer 

f,gainstHis  Britannic  Majesty,  and  his  subjects,    compelled  them 


ipositic 

But  the  charges  which  have  been  solemnly  exhibited 
against  the  American  (iovernment,  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  render  an  ex^iosition  of  its  conduct  necessary, 
in  peace  as  much  as  in  war,  for  the  honor  of  the  Unil 
ted  States,  and  the  unsulhed  rcpuUlion  of  their  arms; 
lest  those  charges  should  obtain  credit  with  the  present 
generation,  or  pass,  for  truth,  into  the  history  of  the 
times,  upon  the  evidence  of  a  silent  acquiescence.] 

Whatever  may  be  the  termination  of  the  nego- 
tiations at  Ghent,  the  de>patches  of  the  American 
Commissioners,  which  have  been  communicated 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Con- 
gress, during  the  present  session,  will  distinctly 
unfold,  to  the  attentive  and  impartial  of  all  na- 
tions, the  objects  and  dispositions  of  the  parties 
to  the  present  war. 

The  United  States,  relieved  by  the  general  pa- 
cification of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  from  the  danger 
of  actual   sufferaijce   under   the  evils  which   had 


|ipon  the  raltfication  of  the  present  treaty  being 
Jtified  to  su,ch  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  de°- 
kist  accordingly.  i 

Art.  10.  ^^hereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irre-  ! 
jOnciiable  Mwth  the  principles  of  humanity  and  | 
j'jstice:  and-whereas  both  His  Majesty  and  the  i 

limited  Statrs  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  i 
[•abrts  to  prohiote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby 

^greed  that  F^jth  the  cootracting  parties  shall  use  i 

\|iieir  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  desirable 

1^  object.      < 

."'Art.  11.   This  treaty,  when    the   same  shall 
ive  been  rajiified  on  both  sides,  without  altera- 
3n  by  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  the 
Itifications  mutually  exchanged,  shall  be  bind-  ' 
j^g   on  both' parties,  and  the  ratifications   shall  I 
-  >   eichangi^l  at  Washington,  in    the   space  of  i 
'/■iur  months 'from  this  day,  or  sooner,  if  practi-  I 
1:»ble.  • 

,In  faith  wjiereof.  we,  the  respective  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, have  signed  this  treaty,  and  have 
hereuii'to  affixed  our  seals. 


to  resort  to  arma,  have  avowed 
their  readiness  to  resume  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  with  Great  Britain,  upon  the  simple 
and  single  condition  of  preserving  their  territory 
and  their  sovereignty,  entire  and  unimpaired. 
Their  desire  of  peace,  indeed,  "  upon  terras  of  re- 
ciprocity, consistent  with  the  rights  of  both  par- 
ties, as  sovereign  and  independent  nations,"*  has 
not  at  any  time  been  intiuenced  by  the  provoca- 
tions of  an  unprecedented  course  of  hostilities  ; 
by  the  incitements  of  a  successful  campaign  ;  or 
by  the  agitations  which  have  seemed  again  to 
threaten  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

But  the  British  Government,  after  inviting  "a 
discussion  with  the  Government  of  America,  for 
iheconciliatory  adjustment  of  the  differences  sub- 
sisting b<?tween  the  two  States,  with  an  earnest 
desire  on  their  part  (as  it  was  alleged)  to  bring 
them  to  a  favorable  issue,  upon  principles  of  a 
perfect  reciprocity,  not  inconsistent  with  the 
established   maxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the 

•See  .Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Lord  Cnstlercagh,  dated 
January,  1814. 
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maritime  rights  of  the  British  empire;"*  and  af- 
ter '"expressly  disclaiming  any  intention  to  ac- 
quire an  increase  of  territory."!  have  peremptorily 
demanded,  as  the  price  of  peace,  concessions  cal- 
culated merely  for  their  own  aggrandizement,  and 
for  the  humiliation  of  their  adversary.  At  one 
time,  they  proposed,  as  their  sine  qua  non.  a  stip- 
ulation that  the  Indians,  inhabiting  the  country 
of  the  United  States,  within  the  limits  established 
by  the  Treaty  of  1783,  should  be  included,  as  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain,  (a  party  to  that  treaty.) 
in  the  projected  pacification  ;  and  that  definite 
boundaries  jhould  be  settled  for  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, upon  a  basis  which  would  have  operated  to 
surrender  to  a  number  of  Indians,  not  probably 
exceeding  a  few  thousands,  the  rights  of  sover- 
eignty, as  well  as  of  soil,  over  nearly  one-third  of 
the  territorial  dominions  of  the  United  States, 
inhabited  by  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  of 
their  citizens. J  And,  more  recently,  (withdraw- 
ing, in  effect,  that  proposition,)  they  have  offered 
to  treat,  on  the  basis  of  ttie  uti  possidetis;  when. 
by  the  operations  of  the  war.  they  had  obtained 
the  military  possession  ol  an  important  part  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which,  it  was  known, 
could  never  be  the  subject  of  a  cession,  consist- 
ently with  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  American 
Grovernment.il  Thus,  it  is  obvious,  that  Great 
Britain,  neither  regarding  ''the  principles  of  a 
perfect  reciprocity,"  nor  the  rule  of  her  own  prac- 
tice and  professions,  has  indulged  pretensions 
which  could  only  be  heard  in  order  to  be  reject- 
ed. The  alternative,  either  vindictively  to  pro- 
tract the  war  or  honorably  to  end  it,  has  been 
fairly  given  to  her  option  ;  but  she  wants  the 
magnanimity  to  decide,  while  her  apprehensions 
are  awakened  for  the  result  of  the  Congress  at 
Vienna,  and  her  hopes  are  tlattered  by  the  schemes 
of  conquest  in  America. 

There  are  periods  in  the  transactions  of  every 
country,  as  well  as  in  the  life  of  every  individual, 
when  self-examination  becomes  a  duty  of  the 
highest  moral  obligation  ;  when  the  Government 


•See  Lord  Castlereagh's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe, dated 
the  4ih  of  November,  1813. 

t  See  the  .\merican  despatch,  dated  the  12th  of  Au- 
gust, 1814. 

J  See  the  American  despatches,  dated  the  12th  and 
19lh  of  August,  1814  ;  the  note  of  the  British  Com- 
missioners, dated  the  19th  of  August,  1814  ;  the  note 
of  the  American  Commissioners,  dated  the  21st  of 
August,  1814;  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners, 
dated  the  4th  of  September,  1814;  the  note  of  the 
American  Commissioners  of  the  9th  of  September, 
1814  ;  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners,  dated 
the  19th  of  September,  1814;  the  note  of  the  Ameri- 
can Commissioners,  dated  the  26th  of  September,  1814; 
the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners,  dated  the  8th 
of  October,  1814;  and  the  note  of  the  American  Com- 
missioners, of  the  13th  of  October,  1814. 

II  See  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners,  dated 
the  2l8t  of  October,  1814  ;  the  note  of  the  American 
Comminioners,  dated  the  24th  of  October,  1814;  and 
the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners,  dated  the  3Ist 
of  October,  1814. 


of  a  free  people,  driven  from  the  path  of  peace, 
and  baffled  in  every  effort  to  regain  it,  may  resort, 
for  consolation,  to   the  conscious  rectitude  of  its 
measures ;  and  when  an  appeal  to  mankind,  found- 
ed upon  truth  and  justice,  cannot  fail  to  engage 
those  sympathies,  by  which  even  nations  are  led 
to  participate  in  the  fame  and  fortunes  of  each 
other.     The  United  States,  under   these  impres- 
sions, are   neither  insensible   to  the  advantages 
nor  to  the  duties  of  their  peculiar  situation.  They 
have  but  recently,  as  it  were,  established  their  in- 
dependence ;  and  the  volume  of  their  national 
history  lies  open,  at  a  glance,  to  every  eye.     The 
policy  of  their  Government,  therefore,  whatever 
It  has  been,  in   their  foreign  as  well  as  in  their 
domestic   relations,   it   is  impossible  to  conceal  ; 
and  It  must  be  difficult  to  mistake.     If  the  asser- 
tion, that  it  has  been  a   policy  to  preserve  peace 
and  amity  with  all   the  nations  ol  the  world,  be 
doubted,  the  proofs  are  at  hand.     If  the  assertion, 
that  it  has  been  a  policy  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
the  United   States,  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  re- 
spect the  rights  of  every  other  nation,  be  doubted, 
the   proofs  will   be  exhibited.     If  the  assertion, 
that   it  has  been  a  policy  to  act   impartially  to- 
wards the  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe,  be  doubt- 
ed, the  proofs  will  be  found  on  record,  even  in  the 
archives  of  England  and  of  France.     And  if,  in 
fine,  the  assertion,  that  it  has  been  a  policy,  by  all 
honorable  means,  to  cultivate  with  Great  Britain 
those  sentiments  of  mutual  good  will,  which  nat- 
urally belong  to  nations  connected  by  the  ties  of 
a  common  ancestry,  an  identity  of  language,  and 
a  similarity  of  manners,  be  doubted,  the  proofs 
will  be  found  in  that  patient  forbearance,  under 
the  pressure  of  accumulating  wrongs,  which  marks 
the  period  of  almost  thirty  years,  that  elapsed  be- 
tween the  peace  of  1783  and  the  rupture  of  1812. 
The  United  States  had  just  recovered,  under 
the  auspices  of  their  present  Constitution,  from 
the  debility  which  their  Revolutionary  struggle 
had   produced,  when  the  convulsive  movements 
of  France  excited  throughout  the  civilized  world 
the  mingled  sensations  of  hope  and  fear — of  ad- 
miration and  alarm.     The  interest  which  those 
movements  would,  in   themselves,  have  excited. 
was  incalculably  increased,  however,  as  soon  as 
Great  Britain  became  a  party  to  the  first  memo- 
rable coalition  against  Frarrce,  and  assumed  the 
character  of  a  belligerent  Power;  for,  it  was  ob- 
vious,  that  the  distance  of  the  scene  would   no 
longer  exempt  the  United  States  from   the  influ- 
ence, and  the  evils,  of  the  European  conflict.  On 
the  one  hand,   their  Government  was  connected 
with  France,   by  treaties  of  alliance  and  com- 
merce; and   the  services  which  that  nation  had 
rendered  to  the  cause  of  American  independence, 
had  made  such  impressions  upon  the  public  mind, 
as  no  virtuous  statesman  could  rigidly  condemn, 
and    the    most    rigorous  statesman  would   have 
sought   in  vain  to  efface.     On   the  other  hand. 
Great  Britain,  leaving  the  Treaty  of  1783  unex- 
ecuted, forcibly  retained  the  American  posts  upon 
the  Northern  frontier;  and.  slighting  every  over- 
ture to  place  the  diplomatic  and  commercial  re- 
lations of  the  two  countries,  upon  a  fair  and 
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fri&dly  foundation,*  seemed  to  contemplate  the 
^u^.ess  of  the  American  Revolution,  in  a  spirit 
iif  «knextin2Uish|ible  animosity.  Her  voice  had, 
foMed,  been  he.ird  from  Q,uebec  and  Montreal, 
T^atincr  the  s^ivagps  to  war.j  Her  invisible 
Kwas  felt.  in:the  defeats  of  General  Harmar^ 
;General   St;  Clair.H  and  even   the  victory  of 


be  given  that  they  should  only  be  sold  in  the 
ports  of  a  country  in  amity  with  his  Britannic 
Majesty.*  The  moral  character  of  an  avowed 
design  to  inflict  famine  upon  the  whole  of  the 
French  people,  was,  at  that  time,  properly  esti- 
mated throughout  ihe  civilized   world  ;  and   so 

..„.   ^..  ^.-...,1  „u.^  ^,^u   11, c  .ii,iui;  <-'«    glaring  an  infraction  of  neutral  rights,  as  the  Brit- 

^^ral  Wayne*  was  achieved  in  the  presence  of  |  ish  order  was  calculated  to  produce,  did  not  escape 
h>t  which  she  had  erected,  far  within  the  ter-    the  severities  of  diplomatic  animadversion  and 


remonstrance.  But  this  aggression  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  another  of  a  more  hostile  cast.  In  the 
war  of  1756,  Great  Britain   had   endeavored   to 


^ISrial  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  to  stira- 
'  Vand  countejiance  the  barbarities  of  the  In- 

^^warrior.li     Yet.  the  American  Government,  ^^ 

per  yielding;  to   popular   feeling,  nor  acting    establish  the  rule,   that  neutral  nations" were" not 
h\  the  impuls?  of  national  resentment,  hasten-  ,  entitled  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  trade  with  the 
tiadopt  the  {.olicy  of  a  strict  and  steady  neu-    colonies  of  a  belligerent  Power,   from  which   in 
'^  ;  and  soltjmnly  announced  that   policy  to  j  the  season  of  peace,   they  were  excluded   bv  the 
-•itizensat   htime.  and  the  nations  abroad,  by    parent  State.     The   rule  stands  without  positive 
^Joclaraationtot  the  22d  of  April,  1793.  What-  '  support  from  any  general  authority  on  public  law 
^^ay  have  b^en   the  trials  of  its  pride  and  of ;  If  it   be   true  that  some  treaties  contain  stipuia- 
_    ytuude  ;  whatever  may  have  been  the  impu-  |  tions,  by  which  the  parties  expressly  exclude  each 
t>tMts  upon  Its  ^dehty  and  its  honor;  it  will  be  '  other  from  the  commerce  of  their  respective  col- 
oei  hUnsirated,  in|  the  sequel,   that   the  American    onies;  and  if  it  be  true,  that  the  ordinances  of  a 
<?(.  i-rnment    throughout   the  European  contest,    particular   State  often  provide  for  the  exclusive 


j^ougnout  me  ii^uropean  contest.  !  particular  State  often  provide  for  the  exclusive 
i?n.  amidst  all  lU  changes  of  the  objects,  and  the  enjoyment  of  its  colonial  commerce  still  Great 
Ml  A's  that  havrf  been  involved  in  that  contest,  i  Britain  cannot  be  authorized  to  deduce  the  rule 
i^-  inflexibly  adhered  to  the  principles  which  of  the  war  of  1756,  by  implication  from  such 
we  =.  thus,  authoritative  y.  established,  to  regu-  i  treaties  and  such  ordinances  ;  while  it  is  not  true 
I^t.  -V  conduct  ,,1  the  United  States.  that  the  rule  forms  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations 

if^asreasonabletoexpect,  that  a  proclamation  I  Qor  that  it  has  been  adopted   by  any  other  Gov- 

k»utral.tv    ^..u..^    u.A.r    ,u^   „; '  ^rnment ;  nor  that  even  Great  Britain  herself  has 

uniformly  practised  upon    the  rule  ;  since  its  ap- 


^utrality,  issued  under  the  circumstances 
jj  have  been  described,  would  command  the 
jlence  and  respect  of  Great  Britain,  however 
Jive  it  might  prove  to  France,  as  contraven- 
.ysentially,  the  exposition  which  she  wasanx- 
bestow  upt;n  the  treaties  of  commerce  and 
But  e;iperience   has  shown    that   the 


plication  was  unknown  from  the  war  of  1756 
until  the  French  war  of  1792,  including  the  entire 
period  of  the  American  war.  Let  it  be  argu- 
mentaiively,  allowed,  however,  that  Great  Brit- 
ain possessed  the  right,  as  well  as  the  power,  to 
revive  and  enforce  the  rule;  yet,  the  time  and  the 
manner  of  exercising  the  power,  would  afford 
ample  cause  for  reproach.  The  citizens  of  the 
United  States  had  openly  engaged  in  an  exten- 
sive trade  with    the  French   islands,  in  the  West 

^  ,_       ,         .      T  -  --- .v,.w„w.  a3- ,  Indies.  Ignorant  of  the  alleged   existence  of  ihp 

Li'"thl'"  '^'  ^'"  ^^^?'  ^^^""'  antecedeutpe-  '  rule  of  the  war  of  1756,  or  unapprized  of  any  a- 
rjo%,  tnat  an  exwnption  from  the  maritime  usur-  tention  to  call  it  into  action,  when  the  order  of 
^m,o,  and  the  cj)mmercial  monopoly,  of  Great  the  6th  of  November.  1793,  was  silently  circulated 
^-'.,n  could  o.^lly  be  obtained  upon  the  condi-  among  the  British  cruisers.  consigTng  to  Cl 
l*)ie,ol  becoming  an  associate  in  her  enmities  adjudication, -'all  vessels  loaden  with  ^oods  fhe 
andlfier  wars.     While  the  proclamation  of  neu-    produce  of  any  colony  of  France.  oTcarry.n^^^^^^^^^^ 


CC. 

vience  and  respect  of  Great  Britain  are  not 
acquired  by  such  acts  of  irapar;iality  and 
independence.  l?nder  every  Administration  of 
thejg^merican  Government,  the  experiment  has 
hot  ,  made,  and  i|ie  experiment  has  been  equally 
unsA-cessful :  fo,^  a  was  not  more  eff'eclually  as- 


twl-jr  was  sill!  11)   the  view  of  "il7e"Br7iis"h  M^n- 

t'ri'Z  ri"'  °-  ;^'  ^'^  °^  ■'"°^'   ^ '93.  issued 
ll°  11     .   n^'"^'^  ^y  ^"'"'^  "^  '''"ch.  •'  all  vessels 

Lt.li  ;i      ^-  °' '"  f'^.^''  ^"^  *^°^'''  flo"^.  "f  meal, 
b>ju|<|  to  any  pore  in  France,  or  any  port  occupied 

wer 


visions  or  supplies,  for  the  use  of  any  such'colo- 
""    T     A  great   portion  of  the  commerce  of  the 


United   States  was  thus  annihilated  at  a  blow  • 

theamicable  dispositions  of  the  Government  were 

.  ,..*  o,.^         ro  ..  ^  r- ,— -    ^?^'"  "'^regarded  and  contemned;  the scnsibilitv 

IrJli  7™'*;«,«rf^'ance,'    were  required   to   be    ot  the  nation  was  excited  to  a  hi  A  de'ree  of  re 

*^H   e"\'^brsol/rh'''"'  '  '''  ''"  ^^^'^°-    "1'"'°''  ?y  '^^  ^f^'--''  treachery  of  tlie  Br  t"h 
r'ther   to  b^  sold   there,  or  security  was  to  '  order ;  and  a  recourse  to  reprisals  or  to  war  for 

I  indemnity  and  redress,  seemed  to  be  unavoidable. 
I  But  the  love  of  justice  had  established  the  law  of 
1  neutrality;  and  the  love  of  peace  taught  a  lesson 

of  forbearance.  The  American  Government, 
herelore,  rising  superior  to  the  provocations  and 

^hepassions  of  the  day,  insiiiuied  a  special  mi.- 


••^  .0  Mr.  Adamfc'd  correspondence 
t    •♦e  the  speeches  of  Lord  Dorchj 


X 


ester. 


^n  the  waters  bf  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  on   the 
<(  October,  IVyo. 

i  tTortKecovq.^y.on  the  4th  of  November,  1791 
51  a  the  Miami  ..f  the  Lake,  m  .-August,  1794 
7    ,-e  the  corre«£^ndence  between   Mr.   Randolph. 

j^Ush  Plenipotf  nuarj,  dated  May  and  June,  1794 


. 


See  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  8th  of  June,  1793, 
and  the  remonatrance  of  the  American  GoTcrnment. 
TSee  the  Britinh  order  of  the  6lh  of  .November,  1793. 


I 


Causes  and  Character  of  the   War. 


sion  to  represent  at  the  Court  of  London  the  in- 
juries and  the  indignities  which  it  had  suffered  ; 
*'  to  vindicate  its  rights  with  firmne»s,  and  to  cul- 
tivate peace  with  sincerity."*  The  immediate 
result  of  this  mission  was  a  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  navigation,  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  which  was  signed  by  the  ne- 
gotiators on  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  and 
finally  ratified,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  year  1795.  But  both  the  mission  and  its  re- 
sult, serve,  also,  to  display  the  independence  and 
the  impartiality  of  the  American  Government,  in 
as.serting  its  rights  and  performing  its  duties, 
equally  uoawed  and  unbiassed  by  the  instru- 
ments of  belligerent  power  or  persuasion. 

On  the  foundation  of  this  treaty  the  United 
States,  in  a  pure  spirit  of  good  faith  and  confi- 
dence, raised  the  hope  and  the  expectation,  that 
the  maritime  usurpations  of  Great  Britain  would 
cease  to  annoy  them;  that  all  doubtful  claims  of 
jurisdiction  would  be  suspended  ;  and  that  even 
the  exercise  of  an  incontestable  right  would  be  so 
modified,  as  to  present  neither  insult,  nor  outrage, 
nor  inconvenience,  to  their  flag  or  to  their  com- 
merce;  but  the  hope  and  the  expectation  of  the 
United  Stales  have  been  fatally  disappointed. 
Some  relaxation  in  the  rigor,  without  any  altera- 
tion in  the  principle,  of  the  Order  in  Council  of 
the  6th  of  November,  1793,  was  introduced  by 
the  subsequent  Orders  of  the  8th  of  January.  1794, 
and  the  25ih  of  January,  1798;  but  from  the  rat- 
ification of  the  Treaty  of  1794.  until  the  short 
respite  afforded  by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  in  1802, 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  continued  to 
be  the  prey  of  British  cruisers  and  privateers, 
under  the  adjudicating  patronage  of  the  British 
tribunals.  Another  grievance,  however,  assumed 
at  this  epoch  a  form  and  magnitude  which  cast 
a  shade  over  the  social  happiness,  as  well  as  the 
political  independence  of  the  nation.  The  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  United  Slates  were  arrested 
on  the  high  seas,  while  in  the  prosecution  of  dis- 
tant voyages  ;  considerable  numbers  of  their  crews 
were  impressed  into  the  naval  service  of  Great 
Britain  ;  the  commercial  adventure*  of  the  own- 
ers were  often,  consequently,  defeated  ;  and  the 
loss  of  property,  the  embarrassments  of  trade  and 
navigation,  and  the  scene  of  domestic  affliction, 
became  intolerable.  This  grievance  (which  con- 
stitutes an  important  surviving  cause  of  the  Amer- 
ican declaration  of  war)-  was  early,  and  has  been 
incessantly,  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  Even  in  the  year  1792,  they 
were  told  of '•  the  irritation  that  it  had  excited, 
and  of  the  difliculty  of  avoiding  to  make  imme- 
diate reprisals  on  their  seamen  in  the  United 
States."!  They  were  told  "that  so  many  in- 
stances of  the  kind  had  happened,  that  it  was  quite 
necessary  ihey  should  explain  themselves  on  the 

•  See  the  President's  Message  to  the  Senate,  of  the 
I6lh  of  April,  1794,  nominating  .Mr.  Jay  as  Envoy 
Extraordinary  to  his  Britannic  .Majesty. 

tSee  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jetferson,  Secretary  of  State, 
lo  Mr.  1  inknev,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  llih  of 
June,  1792. 


stibject,  and  be  led  to  disavow  and  punish  such 
violence,  which  had  never  been  experienced  from 
any  other  nation."*  And  they  were  told  "of  the 
inconvenience  of  such  conduct,  and  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  letting  it  go  on,  so  that  the  British  Min- 
istry should  be  made  sensible  of  the  necessity  of 
punishing  the  past,  and  preventing  the  future."! 
But  after  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  had  been  ratified,  the  nature  and  the 
extent  of  tne  grievance  became  still  more  mani- 
fest;  and  it  was  clearly  and  firmly  presented  to 
the  view  of  the  British  Government,  as  leading 
unavoidably  to  discord  and  war  between  the  two 
nations.  They  were  told,  "that  unless  they 
would  come  to  some  accommodation  which  might 
insure  the  American  seamen  against  this  oppres- 
sion, measures  would  be  taken  to  cause  the  in- 
convenience to  be  equally  felt  on  both  sides.":^ 
They  were  told,  "  that  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  to  serve  on  board  of  British  armed 
vessels,  was  not  only  an  injury  to  the  unfortunate 
individuals,  but  it  naturally  excited  certain  emo- 
tions in  the  breasts  of  the  nation  to  whom  they 
belonged,  and  of  the  just  and  humane  of  every 
country;  and  that  an  expectation  was  indulged 
that  orders  would  be  given  that  the  Americans, 
so  circumstanced,  .should  be  immediately  liber- 
ated, and  that  the  British  ofllicers  should,  in  fu- 
ture, abstain  from  similar  violences."il  They 
were  told,  '■  that  the  subject  was  of  much  great- 
er importance  than  had  been  supposed;  and  that, 
instead  of  a  few.  and  those  in  many  instances 
equivocal  cases,  the  American  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London  hail,  in  nine  montbs  (part  of  the 
years  1796  and  1797)  made  applications  for  the 
discharge  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  sea- 
men, who  had,  in  most  cases,  exhibited  such  evi- 
dence as  to  satisfy  him  that  they  were  real  Amer- 
icans, forced  into  the  British  service,  and  perse- 
vering, generally,  in  refusing  pay  and  bounty."§ 
They  were  told.  "  tiiat  if  the  British  Government 
had  any  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
any  respect  for  ttie  nation,  and  placed  any  value 
on  their  friendship,  it  would  facilitate  ihe  means 
of  relieving  their  oppressed  citizens. "][  They 
were  told,  "that  the  British  naval  oflicers  often 
impressed  Swedes,  Danes,  and  other  foreigners, 
from  the  vessels  of  the  United  States;  that  they 
might,  with  as  much  reason,  rob  Anu-rican  ves- 
sels of  property  or  merchandise  of  Swedes.  Danes, 
and  Portuguese,  as  seize  and  detain  in  their  ser- 


•  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  .Mr.  Pinkney, 
dated  the  12th  of  October,  1792. 

t  See  the  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  the 
6th  of  November,  1792. 

;|;  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney,  Minister  at  Lon- 
don, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  13th  oi  March, 
1793. 

H  See  the  note  of  .Mr.  Jav,  Envoy  Extraordinary,  to 
Lord  Grenville,  dated  the  30th  of  July,  1794. 

§  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King,  Minister  at  London,  to 
the  SecreUry  of  State,  dated  the  13th  of  April,  1797. 

•;See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Pickering,  SecreUry  of 
State,  to  Mr.  King,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  10th 
of  September,  1796. 
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Ccauea  and  Character  of  the  War. 


this  project  of  a  treaty  was  then  deemed  inadmis- 
sible, by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 


fW^^  the  subjects  of  those  nations  found  on  board 

jo{American  vessels;  and  that  the  President  was    ,  „^  „,^  ^  .c^.u^ui  u.   mc  i^uueu  oiates  and 

le/tyemely  anxious  to  have  thij,  business  of  im- .  the  chief  officers  of  the  Executive  departments  of 
^)ijfsing  placed  on  a  reasonable  footing."*  And  |  the  Government,  whom  he  consulted  for  the  same 
:t{^' were  told,  "that  the  impressment  of  Amer-    reason,  specifically,   which,  at  a  subsequent  pe- 


ici^  seamen  was  an  injury  of  very  serious  mag 
"oAude.  which  deeply  affected  the  feelings  and 
ihifaor  of  the  ns^tion  ;  that  no  right  had  been  as 


nod,  induced  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  withhold  his  approbation  from  the  treaty  ne- 
gotiated by  the  American  Ministers  at  London  in 


^jped  (0  imprtjss  the  natives  ot  America,  yet,  I  the  year  1806.  namely:  -'that  it  did  not  suffi- 
Hhj.1  they  were  nn  pressed;  they  were  dragged  on  j  ciently  provide  against  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
bcfcrd  British  sh^ps  of  war.  with  the  evidence  of  |  lean  seamen  ;"*  and  '•  that  it  is  better  to  hare  no 
^lAcenship  in  tjieir  hands,  and  forced  by  vio-  article,  and  to  meet  the  consequences,  than  not 
it^e  there  to  se.ve  until  conclusive  testimonials  to  enumerate  merchant  vessels  on  the  high  «eas 
tff'.eir  birih  coo  d  be  obtained;  that  many  must  among  the  things  not  to  be  forcibly  entered  in 
r^'^\  ""^^''^^^:  aixJ  all  were  detained  a  con-  search  of  deserters.''!  But  the  British  claim  ex- 
.id^ble  time  in  lawless  and  injurious  confine-  panding  with  singular  elasticity,  was  soon  found 
my\  that  the  continuance  ol  the  practice  must  '  to  include  a  right  to  enter  American  ves.5els  on 
«#ih''^  f  Pri  f  .5"'r°''^  between  two  nations.  !  the  high  seas,  in  order  to  search  for  and  seize  all 
w^lh  ought  to  be  the  friends  of  each  other;  and  British  seamen;  it  next  embraced  the  case  of 
rijf  ,T  T  T'^  advisable  to  desist  from,  and  to  every  British  subject,  and  finally,  in  its  practical 
?dXil  wrnna  ih^riv'n"  '°  '^'^''^"'  ^"  acknowN  I  enforcement,  it  has  been  extended  to  every  mari- 
wrnnff  t  an     v  norcov«ron„«  .„  .K„.  ner  who  could  not  prove,  upon  the  spot,  that  he 

was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

While  the  nature  of  the  British  claim  was  thus 
ambiguous  and  lluctuating.  ilie  principle  to  which 
It  was  referred,  for  justice  and  support,  appear- 
ed to  be  at  once  arbitrary  and  illusory,  h  was 
not  recorded  in  any  positive  code  of  the  law  of 
nations;  it  was  not  displayed  in  the  elementary 
works  ot  the  civilian,  uor  had  it  ever  been  exem- 
plified in  the  maritime  usages  of  any  other  coun- 
try, in  any  other  age.  In  truth,  it  was  the  offspring 
of  the  municipal   law  of  Great   Britain  alone 


♦id  1^4  wrong,  tha/i.  by  perseverance  in  that  wrong, 
to  |j;cite  against  themselves  the  well-founded  re- 
s^c|t|ients  of  Affiierica.  and  force  thie  Government 
Wti pleasures  w;yich  may  possibly  terminate  in 
J^fj^en  rupture. -^t 

if  (jch  were  tht  feelings  and  the  sentiments  of 
tht^^merican  G^>rernraent,  under  every  chant^e 
of  If  administration,  in  relation  to  the  British 
pralnce  of  impt^ssment;  and  such  the  remon- 
itra|ces  addressej^  to  the  justice  of  Great  Britain. 
It  ilobvious,  therefore,  that  this  cause,  independ- 

eotlf  every  othi-r.  has  been  uniformly  deemed  a ........j.a.    .aw   u.    v^reai   ur.tain   alone 

jusf^nd  certain  ^u.e  ot  war;  yet,  the  character-  ■  equally  of^rat.ve  m  a  time  of  peace  and  in  a  t?me 
i.lMjpohcy  ot  tl^  Unued  Slates  still  prevailed:  of  war ;  ind.  under  all  c.rcumstanc  "indictin^a 
rea|pstrance  wa*  on  y  succeeded  by  negotiation,  coercive  jurisdiction  upon  t  le  commer  e  and 
•nAcvery  asserti.;,n  of  American  rights  was  ac-    navigation  of  the  world  commerce   and 

cot*,aDied  with  an  overture  to  secure,  in  any  For  the  legitimate  rights  of  the  belligerent 
Kl^st  Ih^^T.  ltjr^}\  ''  ^^?^  B'''--t  '  P^"-^- ''-.  ^-'*^J  State?  had  /elt  and  evS  a 


Tf«e  seemed,  h(i\ 
^^.  difficult  to  as 
thf^-'ritish  right?. 


f?  **^^™^,d.  however,   to  render  it  more  and 

'  '  "^     '        ascertain  and  fix  the  standard  of 

ight$.  according  to  the  succession  of 


sincere  and  open  respect.  Although  they  had 
marked  a  diversity  of  doctrine  among  the  most 
celebrated  juriii.s,   upon    many    of  the  litigated 


^#h  n'  »     a"-'-     ^^'  "8^^  °'  '°'"'"S  »°J  I  P°'°'^  "'   ^h«  'ai«  ^ar;  aliirough  tf,;;  had'ToV- 
srajchmg  an  Aruerican   merchant  ship,  for  the    merly  espoused,  with   the  examnle  of  the  mn, 

t^'Jr'l'TR^'^r'r  '"''■  ^''  «^hile'  confined    powerful'^over'nment  of  Euro;e'    tie  pr  ncX 
i    it  J  ^V^"t^  deserters;  and  even  so  late    of  the  armed  neutrality,  which  were  estab^hp 

a.  j,L  month  ot  February,  1800.  the  Minister  of    in  the  year  1780,  upon  tC  basis  of  !hemen^?r« 
ir.ir[l'rA"   ^^'J'^A^'    '^^°    ''   Philadelphia.  I  ble  declaration  ohtie  Empresso^^ 
urgil  the  American  Government  -to  take  into  '  and  ahheugh   the  princioles  of  that  7lp.l»r?.      ' 
ccnLleration.  as  the  only  means  of  drying  up  '  have  been  locorpora^ted    nto  alU 

idc 

id 


e.ej^  source  of  complaint  and  irritation  u.on'that  ,  lies,  except        hVin  tan      of  h^W^^ 
hcaj|a  proposal  which  he  had  made  two  years  '  yet  the  United  States  stHlfaithfJ  ,!h         ^^ 
b.f.  I  m  the  nan^e  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  ;  and  impartial  pohcywhhe^'    "J,^^^^^^ 
fW    oe  reciprocal  restitution  of  deserters.".!     But'  |  not  hesLte,  evL  a^^I^co^m7nc'emenTof  tt 

'    il  '^^  letter  from  Mr.  Pickering  to  .Mr.  King,  !  thTernn^',''^''^'°rV  V'   '"   '^"^P'  ^"'^  ^^^^"^ 
dat«   the  26th  of  October,  1796.  ^'1  ^J^  exposition  ot   the  law  of  nations  as  it  was 

t    ee   the  letter  from    Mr.   Marshall,  Secretarv   ot  i  ^^°   Diaintained    by  Great  Britain;  and    coase- 

Sut     '(now  Chief  liistice  of  the  United  States.)  to  Mr. 

K,o,   _M,„.s.e,  .,  *.onJ„„,  J.,ed  .he  »  Of  Sept™. ;      •  Se.  ,he  „p,n„„  „f  m.    m„i„,,  S,„„,rj  of 

t  ts  particultrlV  Mr.  Kim's  orODOjilion,  .„  I  ^,,1  '  lUlV  "".''''"'^  '  >•''"  "< •  '""y.  J«»il  lh»  3d  of  M.T, 
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s«qiiently,  to  admit,  upon  a  much  eoatested  point, 
that  the  property  of  her  enemy,  in  their  vessels 
might  be  lawfully  captured  as  prize  of  war.*  It 
was  also  freely  admitted,  that  a  belligerent  Power 
had  a  right,  with  proper  cautions,  to  enter  and 
search  vVmerican  vessels  tor  the  goods  of  an  ene- 
my, and  for  articles  contraband  of  war;  that  if 
upon  a  search  such  goods  or  articles  were  found. 
or  if,  in  the  course  of  the  search,  persons  in  the 
military  service  of  the  enemy  were  discovered,  a 
belligerent  had  a  right  of  transhipment  and  re- 
moval ;  that  a  belligerent  had  a  right,  in  doubtful 
cases,  to  carry  American  vessels  to  a  convenient 
station  for  further  examination,  and  that  a  bellig- 
erent had  a  right  to  exclude  American  vessels 
from  ports  and  places,  under  the  blockade  of  an 
adequate  naval  force.  These  rights  the  law  of 
nations  might  reasonably  be  deemed  to  sanction, 
nor  has  a  fair  exercise  of  the  powers  necessary 
for  the  enjoyment  of  these  rights  been,  at  any 
time,  controverted  or  opposed  by  the  American 
Government. 

But  it  must  be  again  remarked,  that  the  claim 
of  Great  Britain  was  not  to  be  satisfied  by  tne 
most  ample  and  explicit  recognition  of  the  law  of 
war;  for,  the  law  of  war  treats  only  of  the  rela- 
tions of  a  belligerent  to  his  enemy,  while  the 
claim  of  Great  Britain  embraced,  also,  the  rela- 
tions between  a  Sovereign  and  his  subjects.  It 
was  said,  that  every  British  subject  was  bound 
by  a  tie  of  allegiance  to  his  Sovereign,  which  no 
lapse  of  time,  no  change  of  place,  no  exigency  of 
life,  could  possibly  weaken  or  dissolve.  It  was 
said,  that  the  British  Sovereign  was  entitled,  at 
all  periods,  and  on  all  occasions,  lo  the  services 
of  his  subjects.  And  it  was  .said,  that  the  British 
vessels  of  war  upon  the  high  seas,  might  lawfully 
and  forcibly  enter  the  merchant  vessels  of  every 
other  nation  (for  the  theory  of  these  pretensions 
is  not  limited  to  the  case  of  the  United  States, 
although  that  case  has  been,  almost  exclusively, 
affected  by  their  practical  operation)  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  discovering  and  impressing  British  sub- 
jects.! The  United  Stales  presume  not  to  discuss 
the  forms,  or  the  principles,  of  the  governments 
established  in  other  countries.  Enjoying  the  right 
and  the  blessing  of  self-government,  they  leave, 
implicitly,  to  every  foreign  nation,  the  choice  of 
its  social  and  political  institutions.  But  what- 
ever may  be  the  form  or  the  principle  of  govern- 
ment, it  is  an  universal  axiom  of  public  law, 
among  sovereign  and  independent  Stales,  that 
every  nation  is  bound  so  to  use  and  enjoy  its  own  ! 
rights  as  not  to  injure  or  destroy  the  rights  of  j 
any  other  nation.  Say  then,  that  the  tie  of  alle-  ! 
giance  cannot  be  severed,  or  relaxed,  as  respects 
the  sovereign  and  the  subject ;  and  say.  that  the  ! 
sovereign  is.  at  all  times,  entitled  to  the  services 


•  See  the  corresiKjndence  of  the  year  1792,  between 
Mr.  JefTerson,  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  .Ministers  of 
(ireat  Britain  and  France.  See  also  Mr.  Jefferson's 
letter  to  the  American  .Minister  at  Pahs,  of  the  tame 
year,  requesting  the  recall  of  Mr.  Genet. 

t  See  the  iJntish  declaration  of  the  10th  of  January, 
1813. 


I  of  the  subject;  still,  there  is  nothing  gained,  m 
I  support  of  the   British  claim,  unless  it  can.  also. 
,  be  said,  that  the  British  Sovereign  has  a  right  to 
seek  and  seize  his  subject,  while  actually  within 
the  dominion  or  under  the  special   protection  of 
:  another  Sovereign  State,     This  will  not  surely 
j  be  denominated  a  process  of  the  law  of  nations. 
I  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  rights  of  war; 
and  if  it  shall  be  tolerated  as  a  process  of  the  mu- 
nicipal law  of  Great   Britain,  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  the  right  of  the  Sovereign  to  the  ser- 
vice of  his  subjects,  there  is  no  principle  of  dis- 
crimination  which   can    prevent    its   bein<T  era- 
ployed  m  peace  or  in  war,  with  all  the  attendant 
abuses  of  force  and  fraud,  to  justify  the  seizure  of 
British  subjects  for  crimes  or  for  debts;  and  the 
seizure   of  British   property,  for  any  cause   that 
shall   be  arbitrarily  assigned.     The  introduction 
of  these  degrading   novelties   into  the  maritime 
code  of  nation^,  it  has  been  the  arduous  task  of 
the  American  Government,  in  the  onset,  to  op- 
pose;  and  it  rests  with  all  other  Governments  to 
decide,  how  far  their   honor  and  their   interests 
must  be  eventually  implicated,  by  a  tacit  acquies- 
cence, in  the  successive  usurpations  of  the  British 
flag.     If  the  right  claimed   by  Great  Britain  be. 
indeed,  common  to  all  Governments,  the  ocean 
will  exhibit,  in  addition  to  its  many  other  perils, 
a  scene  of  everlasting  strife  and  contention;  but 
what    other    Government   has   ever   claimed   or 
exercised  the  right  ?     If  the  right  shall  be  exclu- 
sively established  as  a  trophy  of  the  naval  supe- 
riority of  Great   Britain,  the  ocean,  which   has 
been  sometimes  emphatically  denominated,  "the 
highway  of  nations."  will  be  identified,  in  occu- 
pancy and  use.  with  the  dominions  of  the  British 
Crown  ;  and  every  other  nation   must  enjoy  the 
liberty  of  passage,  upon  the  payment  of  a  tribute, 
or  the  indulgence  of  a  license;  but  what  nation 
IS  prepared  for  this  sacrifice  of  its  honor  and  its 
interests?     And   if.   after  all.  the  right  be   now 
asserted  (as  experience  too  plainly  indicates)  for 
the  purpose  of  infposing  upon  the  United  States, 
to  accommodate   the  British  maritime  policy,  a 
new  and  odious  limitation  of  the  sovereignty  and 
independence   which  were  acquired   by  the  glo- 
rious Revolution  of  177G.  it  is  not  for  the  Ameri- 
can Government  to  calculate  the  duration  of  a 
war  that  shall  be  waged,  in  resistance  of  the  active 
attempts  of  Great  Britain  to  accomplish  her  pro- 
ject;  for,  where    is  the  American  citizen  who 
would  tolerate  a  day's  submission  to  the  vassal- 
age of  such  a  condition  ? 

But  the  American  Government  has  seen,  with 
some  surprise,  the  gloss  which  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Great  Britain,  in  his  declaration  of  the  10th  of 
January.  1S13,  has  condescended  to  bestow  upon 
the  British  claim  of  a  right  to  impress  men.  on 
board  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  other  nations  ; 
and  the  retort,  which  he  has  ventured  to  make, 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  United  States,  relative 
to  the  controverted  doctrines  of  expatriation.  The 
American  Government,  like  every  other  civilized 
Government,  avows  the  principle,  and  indulges 
the  practice,  of  naturalizing  foreigners.  In  Great 
Britain,  and  tbrouchout  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
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j;«  laws  and  regulations  upon  the  subject  are 
}^\   materially'  dissimilar,  when   compared  with 
^\£  laws  and  regulations  of  the  United  Slates. 
.'pe  effect,  hoii«rever,  of  such  naturalization,  upon 
^^e  connexion>   which  previously  subsisted,  be- 
:   l^een  the  naturalized  person  and  the  Govern- 
*   ^tnt  of  the  country  of  his  birth,  has  been  differ- 
;   Wtly  consider«^J.  at  different  times,  and  in  differ- 
■    ••'  places.      Still,   there   arc    many  respecis  in 
:   ■(•'c''  a  di«^ersUy  of  opinion  does  not  exist,  and 
^*ijoot  arise.     It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  an 
j^(  of  naturalisation  is  not  a  violation  of  the  law 
(^nations;  and   that,  in  particular,  it  is  not.  id 
if  fit,  an  oflenqe  against   the  Government  whose 
sfl^ject  IS  naturalized.     It  is  agreed,  that  an  act 
c^,{iaturalizatiau  creates,  between  the  parties,  the 
rj)procalobligtitions  of  allegiance  and  protection. 
I*iti  agreed,  that  while  a  naturalized  citizen  con- 
t»iues  within  ijie  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  his 
-aAipiive  Govetfnmeuf.  he  cannot   be   pursued,  or 
Sfjjed,  or    restrained,    by  his    Sovereign,     it   is 
aj.eed,  that  a  ijaturalized  citizen,  what'ever  may 
l^Jhought  of  ^he  claims  of  the  Sovereign  of  hi^ 
native  country;,  cannot   lawfully  be  withdrawn 
ti^ffi  the  obligations  of  his  contract  of  naturali 


li^i 


ion,  by  the  force,  or   the   seduction,  of  a  third 


er.     And  it  is  agreed,  that  no  Sovereign  can 
i^^'lully  interft're.   to  lake  Irom   the  service    or 
ti^;eraploymerit,  of  another   Sovereign,  persons 
•  ll  are  not  thp  subjects  of  either  of  the   Sov- 
ii|^ns  engagea  in  the  transaction.     Beyond  the 
pJ.TCiples  of  ihlese  accorded   propositions,  what 
hf^  the  United  S:ates  done  to  justily  the  uupu- 
lajjn  of  "harboring  British  seamen,  and  exer- 
■^'.ti°  ^°  assumed  right,  to  transfer  the  alle<riance 
of|»rit,sh  subjej:ts?-*     The  United  States  have 
"D^^ed.  insisted  upon  the  right  of  navisatina  the 
ooftn  in  peace  and  safety,  protecting  all  that  is 
cc^fred  by  then  flag,  as  on  a  place  of  equal  and 
cc,j,,mon  jurisdiction  to  all  nations;  save  where 
iii^aw  ot  war  interposes  the  exceptions  of  visi- 
afjn   search,  and  capture;    but.  in  doing  this 
Ihtj*  have  done  no  wrong.     The  United  States 
..^jierlect  coDsisiency.  it   is   believed,  with  the 
pr^tice  of  all  belligerent  nations,  not  even  ex- 
ve^ng  Great  Britain  herself,   have,  indeed,  an- 
acMced  a  deteraiination,  since  tiie  declaration  of 
flcpii  ,es    to  aRbrd   protection,   as   well    to  the 
nafyalized,  as  t^  the  native  citizen,  who,  giving 
iJ;*}r,r'  f'^'.'^f^^f  fiJ^l'ty,3h.uld  bet'aken  in 

Jnll  ^.i  ?  ^T^V  ^"'^  '^'^^  "^'''^^  <^«b.Det  well 
-^If  '  '»"«  iletermination  could  have  no 
Umgence  upon  ti«ose  councils  of  their  Sovereign 
(h  preceded  fcnd  produced  the  war.  It  was 
,then  ,o  ••harbor  British  seamen,"  nor  to 
fsler  he  alkigiance  of  British  subjects;"  nor 
l^TJr!-  J^^'S'^'ct'on  of  their  legitimate 
act?  f  L,'  "i°' '"  ^'"d'cate  '•  the  pretension  that 
.^.f  ^1„.!  -"^^.'^'I^"'  ^"'^  cerlifioates  of  citizen- 

3f   their  own  territory  as 
ited  States  have  asserted 


5M:tp)f  naturalization,  an^ 
&hife'were  as  valjd  out  of 
Wii|lnitj''t  that  ihe  Unit 


the  honor  and  the  priTilege  of  iheir  flag,  by  the 
,  lorceof  reason  and  of  arms.    But  it  was  to  resist  a 
I  systematic  scheme  of  maritime  aggrandizement 
!  which,  prescribing  to  every  other  nation  the  limits 
of  a  territorial  boundary,  claimed  for  Great  Brit- 
j  am   the    exclusive  dominion   of    the   seas;   and 
;  which,  spurning  the  settled  principles  of  the  law 
I  of  war.  condemned  the  ships  and  mariners  of  the 
United  States  to  suffer,  upon   the  high  seas  and 
virtually  within  the  jurisdiction  of  their  flag  the 
most  rigorous  dispensations  of  the  British  muai- 
cipa   code,  inflicted  by  the  coarse  and  licentious 
hand  of  a  Britisii  press  gang. 

The  injustice  of  the  British  claim,  and  the 
cruelty  of  the  British  practice,  have  tested  for  a 
seriesof  years,  the  pride  and  the  patience  of  the 
American  Government;  but,  still,  every  experi- 
ment was  anxiously  made  to  avoid  the  last  resort 
of  nations.  The  claim  of  Great  Britain,  in  its 
theory,  was  limited  to  the  right  of  seeking  and 
iinpressing  its  own  subjects,  on  board  of  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  United  States,  although,  in 
fatal  experience,  it  has  been  extended  (as  already 
appears)  to  the  seizure  of  the  subjects  of  every 
other  Power,  sailing  under  a  voluntary  contract 
with  the  American  merchant;  to  the  seizure  of 
the  naturalized  citizen^  of  the  United  States,  sail- 
ing, also,  under  voluntary  contracts,  which  every 

foreigner,  independent  of  any  act  of  naturalization 
IS  at  liberty  to  form  in  every  country;  and  even 
I  \o  the  seizure  of  the  native  citizens  of  the  United 
I  feiates,  sailing  on   board  the  ships  of  their  own 
nation,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  commerce 
[  1  he  excuse,  for  what  has  been  unfeelino-ly  termed 
•partial  mistakes,  and  occasional  abuse,'"*  when 
the  right  of  impressment  was  practised  towards 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  is.  m  the  words  of 
he  Prince  Regent's  declaration.  "  a  similarity  of 
language  and  manners;"  but  was  ii  not  known 
when  this  excuse  was  offered  to  the  world,  that 
the  Russian,  t.ie  Swede,  the  Dane,  and   the  Ger- 
inan  ;   that  the  Frenchman,   the    Spaniard,  and 
the  Portuguese;    nay,  that  the  African  and   the 
Asiatic;  between  whom  and  the  people  of  Great 
Britain    there  exists  no  similarity  of  lan^ua^e 
tnanners,  or  complexion  ;  had  been,  equally  with 
the  American  citizen  and  the  British  subject   the 
victims  of  the  impress  tyranny?!     U.  fiowever 
the  excuse  be  sincere;  if  the  real  object  of  ihe 
impressment  be  merely  to  secure  to  Great  Britain 
Uie  naval  services  of  her  own  subjects,  and  not    o 
man  her  fleets,  ,n  every  practicable  mode  of  en- 
listment, by  right  or  by  wrong ;  and  if  a  jus   and 
generous  Government,  professing  mutua/  fr  end 
«hipand  respect,  may  be  presumed  to  prefe  X 
accomplishment  even  of  a  legitimate  purpose  by 
means  ,^,  ^         ^^  and'injurious  toTh'ers^ 

w   y  have  the  overtures  of  the  United  States  of- 
fering other  means  as  effectual  as  impr^  m'en 


•f«be  the  BiiUshldeclaraUon  of  the  10th  of  January, 

these  pa«8«ic8  in  the  British  declaration  of  the 
'anuary,  1W3.  ^* 


^^•Seethe  British  declaration  of  the  10th  of  January. 

to  M^'VfnV'lS''  "'■  ^''  ^:'^"^^^'  Secreury  of  State, 
b^r  1797^'  '^'TV  *'  ^''"'^°"'  «f '^«  2Cth  of  Octo- 
of  8il.:  .'  u  !'^*  '*""  ""^  ^'-  MarahaJI,  Secretary 
of  Sute,  to  Mr.  Km^r,  of  the  20lh  of  September,  1800 
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for  the  purpose  avowed,  to  the  consideration  and 

acceptance  of  Great  Britain,  been  forever  eluded 
or  rejected  ?  It  has  been  offered,  that  the  number 
of  men  to  be  protected  by  an  American  vessel, 
should  be  limited  by  her  tonnage;  that  British 
officers  should  be  permitted,  in  British  ports,  to 
enter  the  vessel,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  men  on  board  ;  and  that,  in  case  of  an  addition 
to  her  crew,  the  British  subjects  enlisted  should 
be  liable  to  impressment.*  It  was  offered  in  the 
solemn  form  of  a  law,  that  American  seamen 
should  be  registered  ;  that  they  should  be-  provi- 
ded with  cerlificatesof  citizenship;!  and  that  the 
roll  of  the  crew  of  every  vessel  should  be  formally 
authenticated.*  It  was  offered,  that  no  refuge  or 
protection  should  be  given  to  deserters  ;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  they  should  be  surrendered. ||  It 
was  "  again  and  again  offered,  to  concur  in  a  con- 
vention, which  11  was  thought  practicable  to  be 
formed  and  which  should  settle  the  questions  of 
impressment,  in  a  manner  that  would  be  safe  for 
England,  and  satisfactory  to  the  United  Siates."§ 
It  was  offered,  that  each  parly  should  prohibit  its 
citizens  or  subjects,  from  clandestinely  conceal- 
ing or  carrying  away,  from  the  territories  or  col- 
onies of  the  other,  any  seaman  belonging  to  the 
other  party. II  And,  conclusively,  it  has  been  of- 
fered and  declared  by  law.  that  '"after  the  termi- 
nation of  the  present  wur,  it  should  not  be  lawful 
to  employ  on  board  of  any  of  the  public  or  private 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  any  persons,  except 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  that  no  for- 
eigner should  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen 
hereafter,  who  had  not.  for  fhe  continued  term  of 
five  years,  resided  within  the  United  Stales,  with- 
out being,  at  any  time,  during  the  five  years,  out 
of  the  territory  of  the  United  States."** 

It  is  manifest  then,  that  such  provision  might 
be  made  by  law  ;  and  that  such  provision  has 
been  repeatedly  and  urgently  proposed  ;  as  would, 
in  all  future  times,  exclude  from  the  maritime 
service  of  the  United  States,  both  in  public  and 
in  private  vessels,  every  person,  who  could,  pos- 
sibly, be  claimed  by  Great  Britain,  as  a  native 
subject,  whether  he  had.  or  had  not.  been  natural- 


•See  the  letter  of  .Mr.  Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State, 
to  Mr.  Pinkney,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  1 1th  of 
June,  1792,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pickering,  Secretary 
of  State,  to  Mr.  King,  .Minister  at  London,  dated  the 
8th  of  June,  1796. 

tSee  the  act  of  Congresu,  passed*  the  28th  of  May, 
1796. 

\  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State 
to  Mr.  King,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  8th  of  June, 
1796. 

I  Sec  the  project  of  a  treaty  on  the  subject,  between 
Mr.  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  and  .Mr.  Liston,  the 
British  Minister,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1800. 

§  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King,  .Minister  at  London,  to 
the  Secretary  ofSute,  dated  the    1.5th  of  March,  1799. 

1  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  in  July,  1803. 

••  See  the  act  of  Congress,  paaecd  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1813. 


ized  in  Anaerica.*  Enforced  by  the  same  sanctions 
and  securities,  which  are  employed  to  enforce  the 
penal  code  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the  penal 
code  of  the  United  States,  the  provision  would 
afford  the  strongest  evidence,  that  no  British  sub- 
ject could  be  found  in  service  on  board  of  an 
American  ves,*el ;  and,  consequently,  whatever 
might  be  the  British  right  of  impressment,  in  the 
abstract,  there  would  remain  no  justifiable  motive, 
there  could  hardly  be  invented  a  plausible  pretext, 
to  exercise  it.  at  the  expense  of  ihe  American 
right  of  lawful  commerce.  If,  too,  as  it  has  some- 
times been  insinuated,  there  would,  nevertheless, 
be  room  for  frauds  and  evasions,  it  is  sufficient  to 
observe,  that  the  American  Government  would 
always  be  ready  to  hear,  and  to  redress,  every 
just  complaint ;  or,  if  redress  were  sought  and  re- 
fused, (a  preliminary  course,  that  ought  never  to 
have  been  omitted,  but  which  Great  Britain  has 
never  pursued,)  it  would  still  be  in  the  power  of 
the  British  Government  to  resort  to  its  own  force, 
by  acts  equivalent  to  war.  for  the  reparation  of 
its  wrongs.  But  Great  Britain  has,  unhappily, 
perceived  in  the  acceptance  of  the  overtures,  of 
the  American  Government,  consequences  inju- 
rious to  her  maritime  policy  ;  and,  therefore,  with- 
holds it,  at  the  expense  of  her  justice.  She  per- 
ceives, perhaps,  a  loss  of  the  American  nursery 
for  her  seamen,  while  she  is  at  peace;  a  loss  of 
the  service  of  American  crews,  while  she  is  at 
war;  and  a  loss  of  many  of  those  opportunities, 
which  have  enabled  her  to  enrich  her  navy,  by 
the  spoils  of  the  American  commerce,  without 
exposing  her  own  commerce  to  the  risk  of  retalia- 
tion or  reprisals.  Thus,  were  ihe  United  Slates, 
in  a  season  of  reputed  peace. involved  in  the  evils 
of  a  state  of  war;  and  thus  was  the  American 
flag  annoyed  by  a  nation  still  professing  to  cherish 
the  sentiments  of  mutual  friendship  and  respect, 
which  had  been  recently  vouched,  by  the  faith  of 
a  solemn  treaty.  But  the  American  Government 
even  yet  abstained  from  vindicating  its  rights, 
and  from  avenging  its  wrongs,  by  an  appeal  to 
arms.  It  was  not  an  insensibility  to  those  wrongs; 
nor  a  dread  of  British  power ;  nor  a  subserviency 
to  British  interests,  that  prevailed,  at  that  period, 
in  the  Councils  of  the  United  Slates;  but,  under 
all  trials,  the  American  Government  abstained 
from  the  appeal  to  arms  then,  as  it  has,  repeatedly 
since  done,  in  iis  collisions  with  France,  as  well 
as  with  Great  Britain,  from  the  purest  love  of 
peace,  while  peace  could  be  rendered  compatible 
with  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  nation. 

During  the  period  which  has  hitherto  been 
more  particularly  contemplated. (from  the  decla- 
ration of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  in  the  year  1792,  until  ihe  short-lived 
pacification  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  in  1802,) 
there  were  not  wanting  occasions,  to  test  the 
consistency  and  the  impartiality  of  the  American 
Government,  by  a  comparison  of  its  conduct  to- 

•  See  the  letter  of  instructions  from  Mr.  Monroe,  Sec- 
reUry  of  State,  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  dated  the  15lh  of  April,  1813. 
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wards  Great   Britain,  with  it.v  conduct  towards 

>.Uher  nations.      The  maniiestations  of  the  ex- 

*»erue  jealousr  of  the  French  Government,  and 

"f  the  intemperate  zeal  of  its  Ministers  near  the 

Jnited  States,  were  coeval  with  the  proclaraa- 

)n  of  neutrality ;  but  after   the  ratification  of 

'lie  Treaty  of  London,  the  scene  of  violence,  spo- 

|ifltioD,  and  contumely,  opened  by  France,  upon 

|lie  United  States,  became  such,  as  to  admit,  per- 

|^ps,of  no  parallel. eiceptin  the  contemperaneous 

>«ienes  which  were  exhibited    by  the  injustice  of 

^r  great  competitor.     The  American  Govern- 

^  (fnt  acted,  in  both  cases,  on  the  same  pacific 

f,41»cy;  in  the  same  spirit  of  patience  and  for- 

t^yirance;  but  with  the  same  determination,  also. 

u '.assert  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  na- 

»-|n.     When,  therefore,  every  conciliatory  effort 

1^  failed,  ami  when  two  successive  missions  of 

■  Ift*^*^    ^^'^    ^^^   contemptuously   repulsed,   the 

^^erican  Government,  in  the  year  1798,annull- 

♦^.  its  treaties  with   France,  and  waged  a  mari- 

l|fpe   war  against  the  nation,  for  the  defence  of 

i(ji^.  citizens,  and  of  its  commerce,  passing  on  the 

.  «|ch  seas.     But  as  soon  as  the  hope  was  con- 

«ijved,  of  a  satisfactory  change  in  the  disposi- 

if.|ns  ol   the  French  Government,  the  American 

Government  hastened  to  send  another  mission  to 

,  fir^nce;  and  a  convention,  signed  in   the  year 

'  ^X).    terminated    the   subsisting  differences  be- 

ig^^en  the  two  countries. 

JfioT  were  the  United   States  able,  during  the 
ffae  period,  to  avoid  a  collision  with  the  Gov- 
e^ment   of  Spain,  upon    many   important  and 
«|  ical  questions  of  boundary  and  commerce  ;  of 
I^<  ian  warfar*;.  and  maritime   spoliation.     Pre- 
sWring.  howev,er,  their  system  of  moderation,  in 
tj>^  assertion  o?  their  rights,  a  course  of  amicable 
.  (^i^ussion    and    explanation,    produced    mutual 
:  5(pbtaction  ;  and  a  Treaty  of  Friendship.  Limits, 
t^,4  ^avlgatior^,  was  formed  in  the  year  1795  by 
^  itich  the  ciiiiens  of  the  United  States  acquired 
*^ght,  for  thfc  space  of  three   years,  to  deposite 
t5*ir  merchandises  and  effects  in  the  port  of  New 
;(XrJeans;  with  a  promise,  either  that  the  enjoy- 
i^jent  ol  that  right  should  be  indefinitely  contin- 
:  irff,  or  that  another  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
r?ij*ippi  should  he  assigned  for  an  equivalent  estab- 
•ti;.|hinient.     Bnt,   uhen.  in    the    year    1S02    the 
|^«t  of  I\ew  Orleans  was  abruptly  closed  a^ramst 
U «  citizens  of  the   United   States,  without  an 
a*rignmeot  of  any  other  equivalent  place  of  de- 
plete, the  harmony   of  the  two  countries   was 
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aj4in  most  seriyusly  endangered,  until  the  Span- 
M-^^  Governmeijt,   --ii;--"-       ■  "^ 


.  '-'k  TT  ,  'V  y^'^'o?  10  the  remonstrances 
.cj^ihe  United  fotate.s,  disavowed  the  act  of  the 
It- Cendant  ot  Ntw  Orleans,  and  ordered  the  right 
otjieposite  10  he  reinstated,  on  the  terms  of  the 
Tyjaty  ol  1795; 

•The  effects  produced,  even  by  a  temporary  sus- 
p^i^sion  of  the  fight  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans 
uf.^  the  interests  and  feelings  cf  the  nation  nat- 
uftjly  suggested  to  the  American   Government 
■thi  .expediency  ^f  guarding  against  their  concur- 
ke.  by  the  ac^iuisition  of  a  permanent  property 
Province  of  Louisiana.     The  Minister  of 
United  btafees.  at  Madrid,  was.  accordingly 


instructed  to  apply  to  the  Government  of  Spain 
upon  the  subject;  and.  on  the  the  4th  of  May. 
1803,  he  received  an  answer,  stating,  that  "  by 
the  retrocession  made  to  France  of  Louisiana, 
that  Power  regained  the  province,  with  the  limits 
it  had.  saving  the  rights  acquired  by  other  Pow- 
ers ;  and  that  the  United  States  could  address 
themselves  to  ttie  French  Government,  to  ne<yo- 
tiate  the  acquisition  of  territories,  which  might 
suit  their  interest."*  But,  before  this  reference, 
official  information  of  the  same  fact  had  been  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Pinkney  from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
in  the  month  of  March  preceding,  and  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  having  instituted  a  special  mis- 
sion to  negotiate  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  from 
France,  or  from  Spam,  whichever  should  be  its 
sovereign,  the  purchase  was  accordingly  accom- 
plished, lor  a  valuable  consideration,  (that  wa<^ 
punctually  p.nd)  by  the  Treaty  concluded  at 
Pans,  on  the  30ih  of  April,  1803. 

The  American  Government  has  not  seen,  with- 
out some  sensibility,  that  a  transaction,  accom- 
panied by  such  circumstances  of  general  publicity 
and  of  scrupulous  good  faith,  has  been  denounced 
by  the  Prince  Regent,  in  his  declaration  of  the 
10th  of  January,  1813,  as  a  proof  of  the  "ungen- 
erous conduct"  of  the  United  States  towards 
Spain.t  In  amplification  of  the  Royal  charge, 
the  British  negotiators  at  Ghent  have  presumed 
to  impute  "the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  by  the 
United  States,  to  a  spirit  of  aggrandizement,  not 
necessary  to  their  own  security;"  and  to  main- 
tain 'that  the  purchase  was  made  against  the 
known  conditions  on  which  it  had  been  ceded 
by  Spam  to  France;;  that  "in  the  face  of  the 
protestation  of  the  Minister  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty at  Washington,  the  President  of  the  United 

k    '*'  ?"^'^'^  ^^^  '^^*^*'y  ""^  Purchase  ;"ii   and 
that    "there   was   good    reason    to    believe   that 
many  circumstances  attending  the    transaction 
were  industriously  concealed.''^    The  American 
Government  cannot  condescend    to   retort  asper- 
sions so  unjust,  in  language  so  opprobrious;  and 
peremptorily    rejects    the    preten.Mon    of    Great 
Britain  to  interfere  in  the  business  of  the  United 
States  and   Spam  ;  but   it   owes,  nevertheless  to 
the  claims  of  truth,  a  distinct  statement  of  the 
facts    which    have    been    thus    misrepresented. 
When  the  special  raisMon  was  appointed  to  ne- 
gotiate the  purchase  of  Louisiana  from  France 
•  n  the  manner  already  mentioned,  the  American 
Minister  at  London   was  instructed    to  explain 
the  object  of  the  mission  ;  and  having  made  the 


u&Jly 
^1J'«^ 

ir#ttie 

tit  Ui 


f 

t 


See  tht  letter  from  Don  Pedro  Cevailos,  the  Mm- 
ster  of  Spam   to  Mr.  C.  Pinkney,  the  Minister  of  the 
Lmted  Sutes,  dated  the  4th  of  May,  18U3,  from  which 
the  passage  cited  is  literally  translated. 

JaL^ry.^ira"""  ^'^'"'''  ^"'"'»»'^"  «f  t^c  10th  of 

t  J?r  'f  1"°*'  °[  '^^  ^"'"h  Commissioners,  dated 
the  4th  of  September,  1H14. 

th!  ?Q?K^*v"°**  °*'  '***  *^"'"'»  Commu.,oncr.,  dated 
the  19ih  of  September,  1814. 

tJtu   ^f^  °°^*  *'*■  ^^"^  ^"'"*^  CommiMioner*,  dated 
the  8th  of  October,  1S14. 
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explanation,  be  was  assured  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, '•  that  the  communication  was  received 
in  good  part ;  no  doubt  was  suggested  of  the  right 
of  the    United   States   to   pursue,  separately  and 
alone,  the  objects  they  aimed  at ;  but  the  British 
Governmentappeared  to  be  satisfied  with  the  Pres- 
ident's views  on  thisimportant  subject."*  As  soon, 
loo,  as  the  Treaty  of  Purchase  was  concluded,  be- 
fore  hostilities  were  again  actually  commenced 
between  Great  Britainand  France, and  previously, 
indeed,  to  the  departure  of  the  French  Ambassa- 
dor from  London,  the  American  Minister  openly 
notified  to  the  British  Government,  that  a  treaty 
had  been  signed,  "by  which  the  complete  sover- 
eignty of  the  town  and  territory  of  New  Orleans, 
as  well  as  of  all  Louisiana,  as  the  same  was  here- 
tofore possessed  by  Spain,  had  been  ai  quired  by 
theU  nited  States  of  America  ;  and,  that  in  draw- 
ing up  the  treaty,  care  had  been  taken  so  to  frame 
the  same  as  not  to  infringe  any  right  of  Great 
Britain,   in   the  navigation   of  the   river  Missis- 
sippi."!    In  the  answer  of  the  British   Govern- 
ment. It  was  explicitly  declared  by  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  'that  he  received  His  Majesty's  commands 
to  express  the  pleasure  with  which  His  Majesty 
had   received   the   intelligence;  and  to  add,  that 
His  Majesty  regarded  the   care  which  had  been 
taken  so  to   frame  the  treaty  as   not  to  infringe 
any  right  of  Great  Britain  in  the   navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  i 
of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  correspondent  with  that  which 
His  Majesty  entertained,  to  promote  and  improve 
that  harmony   which    so   happily   subsisted    be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  which  was  so  con- 
ducive  to  their  mutual   benefit. "+      The  world 
will  judge,  whether,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  British  Government  had   any  cause,  on   its 
own  account,  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  making  ihe  purchase  of  Louisiana  ; 
and  certainly  no  greater  cause  will  be  found  for  the 
arraignment  on  account  of  Spain.     The  Spanish 
Government  was  apprized  of  the  intention  of  the 
United    States  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of 
that  province;  its  Ambassador  witnessed  the  pro- 
gress of  the  negotiation  at  Parl^  and  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Treaty  on  the  30th  of  April.  1S03.  was 
promptly  known  and  understood  at  Madrid— yet. 
the  Spanish  Government  interposed  no  objection, 
no  protestation,  against   the  transaction    in   Eu- 
rope ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 1803,  that  the  American  Government  heard 
with   surprise,   from    the    .Minister  of  Spain   at 
Washington,  that  His  Catholic  Majesty  was  dis- 
satisfied  with   the  cession  of  Louusiana   to   the 
United  Slates.     Notwithstanding  this  diplomatic 
remonstrance,  however,  the  Spanish  Government 

•  See  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 
King,  the  American  .Minister  at  London,  dat«d  the 
29th  of  January,  1803;  aud  .Mr.  King's  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  28th  of  April,  1803. 

t  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King,  to  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
dated  the   15lh  of  May,  1803. 

X  See  the  letter  of  Lord  Hawkesbury,  to  .Mr.  King 
dated  the  19ih  of  .May,  1803. 


'  proceeded  to  deliver  the  possession  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  in  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Ildel- 
fonso;  saw  France,  by  an  almost  simultaneous 
act,  transfer  the  possession  to  the  United  States 
in  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Purchase;  and', 
finally  instructed  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Yrujo  to 
present  to  the  American  Government  the  decla- 
laiion  of  the  15th  of  May,  1804,  acting  "by  the 
special  order  of  his  Sovereign,"  '•  that  the  ex- 
planations, which  the  Government  of  France  had 
given  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  concerning  the 
sale  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
amicable  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the  King  his 
master,  towards  these  Stales,  had  determined  him 
to  abandon  the  opposition,  which  at  a  prior  period, 
and  with  the  most  substantial  motives,  he  had 
manifested  against  the  transaction."* 

But  after  this  amicable  and  decisive  arrange- 
ment of  all  differences,  in  relation  to  the  validity 
of  the  Louisiana  purchase,  a  question  of  some 
embarrassment  remained  in  relation  to  the  boun- 
daries of  the  ceded  territory.  This  question,  how- 
ever, the  American  Government  always  has  been, 
and  always  will  be,  willing  to  discuss,  in  the  most 
candid  manner,  and  to  settle  upon  the  most  liberal 
basis  with  the  Government  of  Spain.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  a  fair  topic  with  which  to  inflame  the 
Prince  Regent's  declaration,  or  to  embellish  the 
diplomatic  notes  of  the  British  negotiators  at 
Ghent.t  The  period  has  arrived  when  Spain, 
relieved  from  her  European  labors,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  bestow  her  attention  more  effectually 
upon  the  state  of  the  colonies  ;  and.  acting  with 
wisdom,  justice,  and  magnanimity,  of  which  she 
has  given  frequent  examples,  she  will  find  no  dif- 
ficulty in  meeting  the  recent  advances  of  the 
American  Government,  for  an  honorable  adjust- 
ment of  every  point  in  controversy  between  the 
two  countries,  without  seeking  the  aid  of  British 
mediation,  or  adopting  the  animosity  of  British 
Councils. 

But  still  the  United  States,  feeling  a  constant 
interest  in  the  opinion  of  enlightened  and  impar- 
tial nations,  cannot  hesitate  to  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity for  representing,  in  the  simplicity  of  truth, 
the  events  by  which  they  have  been  led  to  take 
possession  of  a  part  of  the  Floridas,  notwithstand- 
ing the  claim  of  Spain  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
same  territory.     In   the  acceptation  and  under- 
standing of  the  United  Stales,  the  cession  of  Lou- 
isiana embraced  the  country  south  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  eastward  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, and   extending   to  the    river  Perdido;  but 
'■  their  conciliatory  views,  and   their  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  in  the  success  of 
a    candid   discussion    and    amicable    negotiation 
with  a  just  and  friendly  Power,  induced  them  to 
acquiesce  in  the  temporary  continuance  of  that 

•  See  ihe  letter  of  the  Marquis  de  Ca«a  Yiujo,  to 
the  American  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  15lh  of 
May,  1804. 

t  See  the  Prince  Regent's  declaration  of  the  10th 
of  January,  1813.  See  the  notes  of  the  British  Com- 
mifisioners,  dated  19th  September,  8th  October,  1614. 
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t^ritory.  ander  the  Spanish  authority."*  When. 
>»^wever.  the  ladjustraent  of  the  boundaries  of 
y.«)uibiana,  as:weJl  as  a  reasonable  indeoinidca- 
'  *iD,  on  accoufit  of  maritime  spoliations,  and  the 


The  present  review  of  the  conduct  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  towards  ihe  belligerent  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, will  be  regarded  by  every  candid  mind  as  a 
irOn,  on  accoujit  ol  maritime  spoliations,  and  the  necessary  medium  to  vindicate  their  national 
Mspension  of 'the  right  of  deposile  at  New  Or-  character  from  the  onmerited  imputations  of  the 
f^ins,  seemed  }o  be  indefinitely  postponed,  on  the  Prince  Regent's  declaration  of  the  lOih  of  Janu- 
|irt  of  Spain,  by  events  which  the  United  States  j  ary, 1813;  and  nota  medium  voluntarily  assumed, 
ltd  not  contrjibuted  to  produce,  and  could  not  I  according  to  the  insinuation."*  of  that  declaration,' 
l^ntrol  J  when'a  ciisis  had  arrived  subversive  of  j  for  the  revival  of  unworthy  prejudices  or  rindic- 
^t^e  order  of  things  under  the  Spanish  auihoritie.s,  {  tive  passions,  in  reference  to  transactions  that  are 
|,>ntravening  .he  views  of  both  parties,  and  en-  ;  past.  The  Treaty  of  Amiens,  which  seemed  to 
jjngering  the:  tranquillity  and  security  of  the  terminate  the  war  in  Europe,  seemed  also  to  tcr- 
-^ioiDin;;  territories,  by  the  intrusive  establish- i  ininate  the  neutral  sufferings  of  America ;  but  the 
nt  ol  a  Go\ernraent  independent  of  Spain,  as  |  hope  of  repose  was,  in  both  respects,  delusive  and 
^11  as  of  ihf  United  States;  and  when,  at  a  transient.  The  hosiiliiies  which  were  renewed 
*;erperiod.  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  Great  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  the  year 
f  .itain  herseU  designed  to  occupy  the  Floridas,  1803,  were  immediately  followed  by  a  renewal  of 
liQd  she  has,  indeed,  actually  occupied  Pensacola    the  aggressions  of  the  belligerent    Powers   unon 


M  .  ^ ^.__ ....     -^^.voo.v..,.,    V,. 

*j  hostile  purposes.)  the  American  Government,  i  the  commercial  rights  and  political  independence 
#,lhuut  departing  Irora  Us  respect  for  the  rights  j  of  the  United  States.  There  was  scarcely  there- 
A  Spain,  and. even  consulting  the  honor  of  that  i  fore,  an  interval  separating  the  aggressions  of  the 
;Jtate,  unequal  as  .she  then  was  to  the  task  of  sup-  I  first  war  from  the  aggressions  of  the  second  war  • 
jr»;ssing  the  intrusive  establishment,  was  impelled  I  and  although,  in  nature,  the  aggressions  contin- 
fjj  the  paramtumt  principle  ol  self-preservation,  '  ued  to  be  the  same,  in  extent,  they  became  incal- 
Jyescue  Its  own  rights  Irom  the  impending  dan-  culably  more  destructive.  It  will  be  seen  how- 
|4r.  Hence,  ,he  United  Slates  in  the  year  1810,  |  ever,  that  the  American  Government  iuflexiblr 
»ijoceeding.  step  by  step,  according  to  the  grow-  maintained  its  neutral  and  pacific  policy  m  every 
1^  exigencies  olJire  time,  took  possession  of  the  extremity  of  the  latter  trial,  with  the  same  good 
'•untry,  in  which  the  standard  of  independence  faith  and  forbearance  that,  in  the  former  trial  had 
Al  been  dj^spl<->yed,  excepting  such  places  as  were    distinguished  its  conduct ;  until  it  was  compelled 


.id  by  a  Spafcish  force.     In  the  year  1811,  they 

Nihorized  thejr  President,  by  law,  provisionally 

kjaccept  of  ilyn  possession  of  East  Florida  from 

it  local  authj-rities,  or   to  pre-occupy  it  against 

"r  attempt  oft  a  foreign    Power  to  seize  iT.     In 

_  13,  they  obtiiiiied  the  possession  of  Mobile,  the 

r^ly  place  ihe«  held  by  a  Spanish  force  in  West 

J^orida;  with  a  view  to  their  own  immediate 
furity,  but  vCithout  varying  the  questions  de- 
^.pding  between  them  and  Spain,  in  relation  to 
lift  province.*  And,  in  the  year  1814,  the  Ame- 
bian comnian^ler,  acting  under  the  sanction  of 
ijf  law  of  nations,  but  unauthorized  by  the  or- 
«j|s  of  his  G(<vernment,  drove  from  Pensacola 
i|^  British  trwps,  who.  in  violation  of  the  neu- 
twl  territory  of  Spain,  (a  violation  which  Spam. 
iijs  believed,  ipust  herself  resent,  and  would  have 
rXwisted.  if  lhe:opportiinily  had  occurred,)  seized 
J4iii  fortified  t^at  station,  to  aid  in  military  ope- 
rl^ions  agamsii  the  United  Slates.  But  all  these 
rj^asures  of  safety  and  necessity  were  frankly 
Aplained,  as  ii,ey  occurred,  to  the  Government  of 
Irtam,  and  e\ea  to  the  Government  of  Great 
ijitam,  antecedently  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
^jlh  the  since-est  assurances  that  the  possession 
*ithe  terriioryihus  acquired  "should  not  cease  to 
i,  e-a  subject  of  fair  and  friendly  negotiation  and 
iijustmeni."'t 


to  choose  from  the  alternative,  of  national  degra- 
tion  or  national  resistance.  And,  if  Great  Britain 
alone  then  became  the  object  of  the  American 
declaration  of  war.  it  will  be  seen  iliat  Great  Brit- 
ain alone  had  obstinately  closed  the  door  of  ami- 
cable negotiation. 

The  American  Minister  at  London,  anticipat- 
ing the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
had  obtained  assurances  from  the  British  Gor- 
ernment.  •  that,  in  the  event  of  war.  the  instruc- 
I  lions  given  to  their  naval  oSicers  should  be 
'  drawn  up  with  plainness  and  precision  ;  and,  in 

•  general,  that  the  rights  of  belligerents  should  be 
'  exercised  in  moderation. and  with  due  respect  for 

•  those  of  neutrals."*  And  in  relation  to  the  im- 
portant subject  of  impressment,  he  had  actually 
prepared  for  signature,  with  the  assent  of  Lord 
Hawkesburyand  Lord  St.  Vincent,  a  convention, 
to  continue  during  five  years,  dedaring.  that  'no 
I  seaman,  nor  seafaring  person,  .should,  upon  the 
^  high  seas,  and  without  the  jurisdiction  of  either 
'  party,  be  demanded  or  taken  out  of  any  ship 


♦  See  the  pr^lamation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
t  J  States,  authoruing  Governor  Claiborne  to  take 
J  lisession  of  thr,  territory,  dated  the  27th  of  October, 

':    f  See  the  lettrv  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  Gov- 
•  ytor  Claiborne,- and   the   President's    proclamation 
ji»ed  the  27ih  o(Octob«r,  1810. 


See   the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  Florida 

transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  Governor 

of  the  .Mississippi  Territory,  in  his  letter  of  the  17th  of 

October,  1810;    and  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of 

}  State,  dated  the  15th  of  November,  1810 

See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Morier,  British  Charge  d*.\ffaire., 
0  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  15ih  of  December. 
^  IMIO;  and  the  Secretary's  answer. 

See  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Monroe    and 
Mr.  foster,  the  British  Minister,  in  the  months  of  July. 
j  September,  and  November,  1811. 

a.*.^!  '^?  !^""  °^  ^'-   *^'"S  »o   Ihe  Secretary  of 
I  SUte,  dated  the  16th  of  May,  1803. 
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'  or  vessel,  belonging  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
'  one  of  the    parties,   by  the    public   or    private- 

•  armed  ships,  or  men  of  war,  belonging  to.  or  in 

•  the  service  of  the  other  party;  and  that  strict 
'  orders  should  be  given  for  the  due  observance 
'  of  the  engagement."*     This  convention,  which 
explicitly  relinquished  impressments  from  Amer- 
ican vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  which  the 
British  Ministers  had  at  first  agreed.    Lord  St. 
Vincent  was  desirous  afterwards  to  modify,  "stat- 
ing, that  on  further  reflection,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  narrow  seas  should  be  expressly  excepted, 
they  having  been,  as  his  Lordship  remarked,  im- 
memorially  considered  to  be  within  the  dominion 
of   Great    Britain."'      The    American    Minister, 
however.  •  having  supposed,  from  the  tenor  of  his 
conversations  with   Lord   St.  Vincent,  that  the 
doctrine  of  mare  clausiim  would  not  be  revived 
against  the  United   States  on  this  occasion,  but 
that  England  would  be  content,  with  the  limited 
jurisdiction,  or  dominion,  over  the  seas  adjacent 
to  her  territories,  which  is  assigned  by  the  law  of 
nations  to  other  States,  was  disappointed,  on  re- 
ceiving Lord  St.  Vincent's  communication;  and 
chose  rather  to  abandon  the  negotiation  than  to 
acquiesce   in   the  doctrine   it  proposed  to  estab- 
lish."!    But  It  was  still  some  satisfaction  to  re- 
ceive a  formal  declaration  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, communicated  by  its  Minister  at  Wash- 
ington, after  the  recomraenceinent  of  the  war  in 
Europe,    which   promised,  in   effect,  to  reinstate 
the  practice  of  naval  blockades,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  law  of  nations;  so  that  no  blockade 
should  be  considered  as  existing,  'unless  in  re- 
spect of  particular  ports,  which  might  be  actually 
invested;  and,   then,    that   the  vessels   bound  to 
such   ports  should  not   be  captured,  unless  they 
had  previously  been  warned  not  to  enter  them."* 

All  the  precautions  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment were,  nevertheless,  ineffectual ;  and  the  as- 
surances of  the  British  Government  were,  in  no 
instance,  verified.  The  outrage  of  impressment 
was  again,  indiscriminately,  perpetrated  upon  the 
crew  of  every  American  vessel,  and  on  every 
sea.  The  enormity  of  blockade?,  established  by 
an  Order  in  Council,  without  a  legitimate  object, 
and  maintained  by  an  Order  in  Council,  without 
the  application  of  a  competent  force,  was,  more 
and  more,  developed.  The  rule,  denominated 
'the  rule  of  the  war  of  1750.'  was  revived,  in  an 
affected  style  of  moderation,  but  in  a  spirit  of 
more  rigorous  execution,  f  The  lives,  the  lib- 
erty, the  fortune,"!,  and  the  happiness,  of  the  ciii- 

•  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  July,  1803, 

fSee  the  letter  of  Mr.  King  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  July,  1803. 

J  Sec  the  letter  of  Mr.  Merry  to  the  Secretary  of 
Bute,  dated  the  12th  of  .\pril,  1804,  and  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nepean,  the  Secretar)-  of 
the  Admiralty,  to  .Mr.  Hammond,  the  British  under 
SecreUry  of  State  for  foreign  .Affairs,  dated  Januarv 
5,  1804. 

I  See   the   Orders  in  Council  of  the   24th  of  June 
1803,  and  the  17th  of  August,  1805. 


zens  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suits of  navigation  and  commerce,  were  once 
more  subjected  to  the  violence  and  cupidity  of 
the  British  cruisers.  And,  in  brief,  so  grievous 
so  intolerable,  had  the  afflictions  of  the  nation 
become,  that  the  people,  with  one  mind  and  one 
voice,  called  loudly  upon  their  Government  for 
redress  and  protection;*  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  participating  in  the  feelings  and 
resentments  of  the  time,  urged  upon  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  de- 
mand of  reparation  from  Great  Britain;!  while 
the  same  patriotic  spirit,  which  had  opposed  Brit- 
ish usurpation  in  1793,  and  encountered  French 
hostility  in  1798,  was  again  pledged,  in  every  va- 
riety of  form,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  national 
honor  and  independence  during  the  more  ardu- 
ous trial  that  arose  in  1805. 

Amidst  these  ?cenesof  injustice  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  reclamation  on  the  other,  the  Araericaii 
Government  preserved  itsequanimityand  itsfirm- 
ness.  It  beheld  much  in  the  conduct  of  France, 
and  of  her  ally,  (Spain.)  to  provoke  reprisals.  It 
beheld  more  in  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  that 
led  unavoidably,  as  had  often  been  avowed,  to 
the  last  resort  of  arms.  It  beheld  in  the  temper 
of  the  nation  all  that  was  requisite  to  justify  an 
immediate  selection  of  Great  Britain  as  the  object 
of  a  declaration  of  war.  And  it  could  not  but 
behold  in  the  |)olicy  of  France  the  strongest  mo- 
tive to  acquire  the  United  States,  as  an  associate 
in  the  existing  conflict.  Yet.  these  considerations 
did  not  then,  more  than  at  any  former  crisis,  sub- 
due the  fortitude  or  mislead  the  judgment  of  the 
American  Government;  but,  in  perfect  consis- 
tency with  its  neutral,  as  well  as  its  pacific  sys- 
tem, it  demanded  atonement  by  remonstrances 
with  France  and  Spain,  and  it  sought  the  preser- 
vation of  peace  by  negotiation  with  Great  Britain. 

It  has  been  shown,  that  a  treaty  proposed  em- 
phatically by  the  British  Minister,  resident  at 
Philadelphia,  '-as  the  means  of  drying  up  every 
source  ol  complaint  and  irritation  upon  the  head 
of  impressment,"  was  "deemed  utterly  inadmis- 
sible" by  the  American  Government,  because  it 
did  not  suflSciently  provide  for  that  object.^  It 
has  also  been  shown,  that  another  treaty  proposed 
by  the  American  Minister  at  London  was  laid 
aside  because  the  British  Government,  while  it 
was  willing  to  relinquish  expressly  impressments 
from  .\meriean  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  insisted 
upon  an  exception  in  reference  to  the  narrow  seas, 
claimed  as  a  part  of  the  British  dominion.  And 
experience  demonstrated,  that,  although  the  spo- 

•  See  the  memorials  of  Boston,  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  4c.,  presented  to  Congress  in  the 
end  of  the  year  1805,  and  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1806. 

fSec  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates,  of  the  10th  and  14th  of  February,  1806;  and 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  See  Mr.  Liston's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  the  4th  February,  1800;  and  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes,  dated  the  20th  February,  1800. 
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►atioQs  committed  upon  the  American  commerce  I  treaty  was  necessarily  declined  ;  and  it  has  since 
night  admit  of  reparation  by  the  payment  of  a  I  appeared,  that,  after  a  change  in  the  British  Min- 
.^cuniary  equivalent ;  yet,  consulting  the  honor  ;  istry  had  taken  place,  it  was  declared  by  the  Sec- 
ond the  leelin^s  of  the  nation,  it  was  impossible  retary  of  Foreign  Affairs  that  no  eneaijfemeDts 
•  V  receive  satisfaction  for  the  cruelties  of  impress-  ,  were  entered  into,  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty,  as 
Ji^ent  by  any  other  means  than  by  an  entire  dis-  i  connected  with  the  treaty,  except  such  as  appear 
Jontinuance  of  the  practice.      When,  therefore,  I  upon  the  face  of  it.* 

Hie  Envoys  Extraordinary  were  appointed  in  the  '  The  Americ;in  Government,  however,  with 
^ar  1S06  to  yegotiate  with  the  British  Govern-  unabating  solicitude  for  peace,  urged  an  imroe- 
^ent.  every  authority  was  given  for  the  purposes  diate  renewal  ol'  the  negotiations  on  the  basis  of 
i'  conciliation  ;  nay.  an  act  of  Congress  prohibit-  ,  the  abortive  treaty,  until  this  course  was  pererap- 
«g  the  impcriaiioa  of  certain  articles  of  British  j  torily  declared,  by  the  British  Government,  to  be 
anufacture  into    the    United    States  was   sus- I  "  wholly  inadmissible."! 


^•nded,  in  proof  of  a  friendly  disposition.*  But, 
>jwas  declared  that  "the  suppression  of  impress- 
«nt  and  the  definition  of  blockades  were  abso- 
jtely  indispensable;"  and  that,  "without  a  pro- 
"•sion  against  impressments,  no  treaty  should  be 


But,  independent  of  the  silence  of  the  proposed 
treaty,  upon  thi;  great  topic  of  American  com- 
plaint, and  of  the  view  which  has  been  taken  of 
the  projected  substitute;  the  contemporaneous 
declaration  of  the  British   Comraissjoners,  deliv- 


^ncluded."'   The  American  Envoys,  accordingly,    ered   by  the  command  of  their  Sovereign,  and  to 


<ok  care  to  communicate  to  the  British 
jissioners  the  limitations  of  their  powers 


Com 
lotiu- 

jced.  at  the  same  time,  by  a  sincere  desire  to 

iminate  the  differences  between  the  two  nations; 

^vjowiDg  the  solicitude  of  their  Government  to 
lieve  Its  seafaring  citizens  from  actual  suffer- 
ce  ;  listeniDj^  with  confidence  to  assurances  and 
planations  of  the  British  Commissioners,  in  a 

Tmse  favorablu'  to  their  wishes  ;  and,  judging  from 
state  of  information  that  gave  no  immediate 


which  the  American  Envoys  refused  to  make 
themselves  a  party,  or  to  give  the  slightest  degree 
of  sanction,  was  regarded  by  the  American  Grov- 
ernment.  as  ample  cause  of  rejection.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  French  decree,  which  had  been  issued 
at  Berlin,  on  the  21st  of  November,  ISOO,  it  was 
declared,  that  if  France  should  carry  the  threats 
of  that  decree  into  execution,  and  '"  if  neutral  na- 
tions, contrary  to  all  expectation,  should  acquiesce 
in  such  usurpations,  His  Majesty  might,  prob- 
^use  to  doubt  the  sufficiency  of  those  assurances  '  ably,  be  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  retail 


id  explanations; — the  Envoys,  rather  than  ter 
v«nate  the  ne:;otiation  without  any  arrangement, 
ire  willing  to  rely  upon  the  efficacy  of  a  sub- 
itute  tor  a  positive  article  in  the  treaty,  to  be 
Ibmitted  to  the  consideration  of  their  Govern- 
Vnt.  as  this,  according  to  the  declaration  of  the 


l^itish  Commissioners,  was  the  only  arrangement    ent  treaty,  without  an  explanation  from  the  United 


ate,  in  his  just  defence,  and  to  adopt,  in  regard  to 
the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  with  his  enemies, 
the  same  measures  which  those  nations  should 
have  permitted  to  be  enforced  against  their  com- 
merce with  his  subjects;"  "that  His  Majesty 
could  not  enter  into  the  stipulations  of  the  pres- 


States  01  their  intentions,  or  a  reservation  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty,  in  the  case  above  mentioned, 
if  it  should  ever  occur  ;"  and  '•  that,  without  a  for- 
mal abandonment,  or  tacit  relinquishment,  of  the 
unjust  pretentions  of  France,  or  without  such 
conduct  and  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  United 

teatest  caution  in  the  impressing  of  British  sea-  I  States,  as  should  give  security  to  His  Majesty. 

ten;  that  the  strictest  care  should  be  taken  to    that  they  would  not  submit  to  the  French  inno- 


Hey  were  permitted  at  that  time  to  propose  or  to 
iow.  The  sobstitute  was  presented  in  the  form 
4  a  note  from  the  British  Commissioners  to  the 
i.merican  Envoys,  and  contained  a  pledge  -'that 
:|structions  had  been  given,  and  should  be  re- 
lated and  enforced,  for  the  observance  of  the 


i  J: 


^serve  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
iy  molestation  or  injury;  and  that  immedi- 
^ije  and  prompt  redress  should  be  afforded,  upon 
If  y  representation  of  injury  sustained  by  them."t 
I'laasmuch,  however,  as  the  treaty  contained  no 

Iovision  against  impressment,  and  it  was  seen 
the  Government,  when  the  treaty  was  under 
insideration  for  ratification,  that  the  pledge  con- 
liined  in  the  substitute  was  not  complied  with. 
|it,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  impressments  were 
;ntinued  with  undiminished  violence  in  the  Ame- 
;J:an  seas,  so  long  after  the  alleged  date  of  the  in- 
*  ructions  which  were  toarrt-st  ihera.  that  the  prac- 
^\cal  inefficacyof  thesubstitutecouldnot  bedoubt- 
d  by  the  Government  here,  the  ratification  of  the 

•  See  the  act  of  Congress,  pawed  the  18ih  of  April, 
•«06;  and  the  act  suspending  it,  p^isaed  the  19th  of 
hccember,  1806. 

tSee  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners,  dated 
yth  November,  1806. 


vations,  in  the  established  system  of  maritime 
law.  His  Majesty  would  not  consider  himself 
bound,  by  the  present  signature  of  his  Commis- 
sioners, to  ratify  the  treaty,  or  precluded  from 
adopting  such  measures  as  might  seem  necessary 
for  counteracting  the  designs  of  the  enemy."  I 

The  reservation  of  a  power  to  invalidate  a  sol- 
emn treaty,  at  the  pleasure  of  one  of  the  parties, 
and  the  menace  of  inflicting  punishment  upon 
the  United  States,  for  the  offences  of  another  na- 
tion, proved,  in  the  event,  a  prelude  to  the  scenes 
of  violence  which  Great  Britain  was  then  about 
to  display,  and  which  it  would  have  been  im- 
proper for  the  American  negotiators  to  anticipate. 


•  See  Mr.  Canning's  letter  to  the  American  Envoys, 
dated  the  27th  October,  1807. 

t  ^ee  the  same  letter. 

X  See  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners,  dated 
the  3l8t  of  December,  1806.  See,  also,  the  answer  of 
.Messrs.  .Monroe  and  Pinkney,  to  that  note. 
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For,  if  a  commentary  were  wanting  to  explain 
the  real  design  of  such  conduct,  it  would  be 
found  in  the  fact,  that  within  eight  days  from  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  and  before  it  was  possible  for 
the  British  Government  to  have  known  the  ef- 
fect of  the  Berlin  decree  on  the  American  Gov- 
ernment; nay,  even  before  the  Government  had 
itself  heard  of  that  decree,  the  destruction  of 
American  commerce  was  commenced  by  the  Or- 
der in  Council  of  the7ih  of  January,  1807,  which 
announced,  "  that  no  vessel  should  be  permitted 
to  trade  from  one  port  to  another,  both  which 
ports  should  belong  to,  or  be  in  possession  of, 
France,  or  her  allies;  or  should  be  so  far  under 
their  control,  as  that  British  vessels  might  not 
trade  freely  thereat."* 

During  ihe  whole  period   of  this  negotiation, 
which  did  not  finally  close  until  the  British  Gov- 
ernment declared,  in  the  month  of  October,  1807, 
that    negotiation  was  no    longer  admissible,  the 
course  pursued  by  the  British  squadron,  stationed 
more  immediately  on   the  American  coast,  was 
in  the  extreme,  vexatious,  predatory,  and   hostile! 
The  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United   States 
extending,  upon  the  principles  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, at  least  a  league  over  the  adjacent  ocean 
was   totally    disregarded    and   contemned.     Ves- 
sels employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  or  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  pilot  and   the  fisherman,  were  objects 
of  incessant  violence;  their  petty  cargoes  were 
plundered,  and  some  of  their  scanty  crews  were 
often  either  impressed,  or  wounded,  or  killed,  by 
the  force  of  British  frigates.     British  ships  of  war 
hovered,  in  warlike  display,  upon  the  coast ;  block- 
aded the  ports  of  the  United    States,  so  that  no 
vessel  could  enter,  or  depart,  in  safety;  penetra- 
ted the  bays  and  rivers,  and  even  anchored  in  the 
harbors,  of  the  United  Slates,  to  exercise  a  juris- 
diction of  impressment ;  threatened  the  towns  and 
villages    with   conflagration;  and    wantonly  di-;- 
charged    mu?<ketry,  as  well  as  cannon,  upon   the 
inhabitants  of  an  open  and  unprotected  country. 
The  neutrality  of  the  American  territory  was  vio- 
lated on  every  occasion  ;  and.  at  last,  the  Ameri- 
can Government  was  doomed  to  suffer  the  great- 
est indignity  which  could  be  offered  to  a  sover- 
eign and  independent  nation,  in  the  ever  memo- 
rable attack  of  a  British  fifty  gun  ship,  under  the 
countenance  of  the  British    squadron,  anchored 
within  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
frigate  Chesapeake,  peaceably  prosecuting  a  dis- 
tant voyage.     The  British  Government  affected 
from  time  to  time,  to  disapprove  and  condemn 
these  outrages;  but  the  officers  who  perpetrated 
them    were   gen-rally  applauded;  if   tried,  they 
were  acquitted  ;  if  removed  from  the  American 
station,  it  was  only  to  be  promoted  in  another  sta- 
tion ;  and  if  atonement  were  offered,  as  in  the  fla- 
grant  instance   of  the   frigate   Chesapeake,  the 
atonement  was  so  ungracious  in  the  manner'  and 
so  tardy  in   the  result,  as   to   betray  the  want   of 
that  conciliatory  spirit  which  ought  to  have  char- 
acterized it.f 


'      But  the  American   Government,  soothing  the 

exasperated  spirit  ofthe  people,  by  aproclamation 
which  interdicted  the  entrance  of  all  British' 
armed  vessels,  into  the  harbors  and  waters  ofthe 
United  States,*  neither  commenced  hostilities 
against  Great  Britain,  nor  sought  a  defensive  al- 
liance with  France,  nor  relaxed  in  its  firm  but 
conciliatory  eflbris  to  enforce  the  claims  of  jus- 
tice upon  the  honor  of  both  nations. 

Therivalambition  of  Great  Britain  and  France 
now,    however,  approached    the   con.summatioo' 
which,  involving  the  destruction  of  all  neutral 
rights,  upon  an  avowed  principle  of  action,  could 
not  fail  to  render  an  actual  state  of  war.  compar- 
atively, more  safe  and  more  prosperous  than  the 
imaginary  state  of  peace,  to  which  neutrals  were 
reduced.     The  just  and  impartial  conduct  of  a 
neutral  nation  ceased  to  be  its  shield  and  its  safe- 
guard, when  the  conduct  ofthe  belligerent  Powers 
towards  each  other  became  the  only  criterion  of 
the  law  of  war.     The  wrong  committed  by  one 
of  the  belligerent  Powers,  was  thus  made  the  sig- 
nal for   the  perpetration  of  a  greater  wrong  by 
the  other;  and  if  the  American  Grovernment  com- 
plained to  both  Powers,  their  answer,  although  it 
never   denied  the  cause  of  complaint,  invariably- 
retorted  an   idle  and   offensive   inquiry    into  the 
priority  of  their  respective  aggressions;  or  each 
demanded  a  course  of  r.  sistance,  against  its  an- 
tagonist, which  was  calculated   to  prostrate  the 
American  right  of  self  government,  and  to  coerce 
the  United  States,  against  their  interest  and  their 
policy,  into    becoming  an  associate  in  the  war. 
But  the  American   Crovernment   never  did,  and 
never  can,  admit,  that  a  belligerent  Power,  "  in 
taking  steps  to  restrain  the  violence  of  its  enemy 
and    to  retort   upon  them  the  evils  of  their  own 
injustice,"!  is  entitled  to  disturb  and   to  destroy 
the  rights  of  a  neutral  Power,  as  recognised  and 
established  by  the  law  of  nations.     It  was  im- 
possible, indeed,  that  the  real  features  of  the  mis- 
called retaliatory  system,  should  be  long  masked 
from  the  world  ;  when  Great  Britain,  even  in  her 
acts  of  professed  retaliation,  declared  that  France 
was  unable  to  execute  the  hostile  denunciations 
of  her  decrees  ;:J  and  when  Great  Britain  herself, 
unblushingly,  entered   into  the  same  commerce 
with  her  enemy  (through  the  medium  of  forge- 
ries, perjuries,  and  licenses,)  from  which  she  had 
interdicted    unoffending  neutrals.     The  pride  of 
naval   superiority,  and  the  cravings  of  commer- 
cial monopoly,  gave,  after  all,  the  impulse  and 
direction  to  the  councils  of  the  British  Cabinet; 


•  See  the  Order  in  Council  of  January  7,  1807. 
t  See  the  evidence  of  these  facts  reported  to  Con- 
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gress  in  November,  1806.  See  the  documents  respect- 
ing Capuin  Love,  of  the  Driver ;  Captain  Whitby,  of 
the  Leander,  &c. 

See  also,  the  correspondence  respecting  the  frigate 
Chesapeake,  with  Mr.  Canning  at  London  ;  with  Mr. 
Rose,  at  Washington  ;  and  with  Mr.  Erskine,  at  Wash- 
ington. 

*See  the  proclamation  ofthe  2d  of  July,  1807. 
t  See  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the  7th  of  January, 
1807, 

J  See  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the  7th  of  January, 
1807. 
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jr^ile  the  vast,  although  visionary  projects  of 
trance,  furnished  occasions  anil  pretexts  for  ac- 
^mplishing  the  objects  of  those  councils. 
*^The  British  Minister,  resident  at  Washington, 
1,*  the  year  1804,  having  distinctly  recognised,  in 
k  e  name  of  his  Sovereign,  the  legitimate  princi- 
%^s  of  blockade,  the  American  Governnieot  re- 
^iived,  with    some    surprise   and  solicitude,  the 


ihe  retaliatory  warfare.  France,  whether  right 
or  wrong,  made  the  British  system  of  blockade 
the  foundation  of  the  Berlin  decree  ;  and  France 
had  an  equal  right  with  Great  Britain  to  demand 
from  the  United  States  au  opposition  to  every 
encroachment  upon  the  privileges  of  the  neutral 
character.  It  is  enough,  however,  on  the  present 
occasion,  for   the  American  Government  to  ob- 


Wccessive  notifications  of  the  9th  of  August,  1804,  j  serve  that  it  possessed  no  power  to  prevent  the 
p^e  8th  of  April,  1806,  and  more  particularly  I  framing  of  the  Berlin  decree,  and  to  disclaim  any 
Hthe  16ih  of  May,  1806,  announcing,  by  the  last    approbation  of  its   principles  or  acquiescence  ia 


fbtification,  "a  blockade  of  the  coast,  rivers,  and 
J.;)rts,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  the  port  of  Brest, 
J»«th  inclusive.*"  In  none  of  the  notified  instances 
^"  blockade,  were  the  principles,  that  had  been 
k-cognised  in  1804,  adopted  and  pursued  ;  and  it 


its  operation:  for,  it  neither  belonged  to  Great 
Britain  nor  to  France  to  prescribe  to  the  Ameri- 
can Government  the  time  or  the  mode,  or  the 
degree  of  resistance,  to  the  indignities  and  the 
outrages  with  which  each  of  those  nations  in  its 


Isillbe  recollected  by  all  Europe,  that  neither  at  !  turn  assailed  the  United  States. 
f*e  time  of  itie  notification  of  the  16ih  of  May,  !      But  it  has  been  shown  that,  after   the  British 
■|.^0G,  nor  at  the  time  of  excepting  the  Ebe  and  j  Government  possessed  a  knowledge  of  the  exisl- 
;ras    from  the  operation  of   that    notification,  t    ence  of  the  Berlin  decree,  it  authorized  the  con- 
dor at   any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  I  elusion  of  the  Treaty  with    the  United    Slates, 
J<'rench  war.  was  there  an  adequate  navul  force,  1  which  was  signed  at  London,  on  the  31st  of  De- 
;tually  applied  by  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  I  cember,  1806,  reserving  to  itself  a  power  of  an- 
maintaining  a  blockade  from  the  river  Elbe  lo  t  nulling  the  treaty,  if  France  did  not  revoke,  or  if 


itie  port  of  Brest.     It  was  then,  in  the   language 
vtif  the  day,  "  a  mere  paper  blockade;"  a  manifest 


the  United  States,  as  a  neutral  Power,  did  not  re- 
sist  the  obnoxious   measure.     It  has   also  beea 


infraction  of  the  law  of  nations  ;  and  an  act  of  pe-    shown,  that  before  Great   Britain  could  possibly 
[ijuliar  injusiide  to  the  United  States,  a>  the  only  j  ascertain  the  determination  of  the  United  States 
,eutral  Power  against  which  it  could  practically  !  in   relation   to   the  Berlin  decree,  the  Orders  ia 
:'|>€rate.     But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  sense  !  Council  of  the  7ih  of  January,  1807,  were  issued, 


'Jf  the  American  Government  on  the  occasion, 
jiiid  whatever  might  be  the  disposition  to  avoid 
fiiiaking  this  the  ground  of  an  open  rupture  with 


professing  to  be  a  retaliation  against  France, 
"at  a  time  when  the  fleets  of  France  and  her 
allies  were  themselves  confined  within  their  owa 


."treat  Britain,  the  case   assumed  a  character  of    ports,  by  the  superior  valor  and  discipline  of  the 


?lHe  highest  iijterest,  when,  independent  of  its  own 
injurious  consequences.  France,  in  the  Berlin  de- 
#•  ree  of  (he  2lsl  of  November.  ISOG,  recited,  as  a 
'chief  cause  for  placing  the  British  i.slands  in  a 
*#taie  of  blockade,  '•  that  Great  Britain  declares 
^ockaded  places  before  which  she  has  not  a  single 
*v.essel  of  war  ;  and  even  places,  which  her  united 
jjurces  would  be  incapable  of  blockading  ;  such  as 
♦rDtire  coasts;  and  a  whole  empire  :  an  unequalled 
%buse  of  the  right  of  blockade,  that  had  no  other 


British  navy,"  but  operating  in  fact  against  the 
United  Stales,  as  a  neutral  Power,  to  prohibit 
their  trade  •■  from  one  port  to  another,  both 
which  ports  should  belong  to,  or  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  France  or  her  allies,  or  should  be  so 
far  under  their  control,  as  that  British  ves.seU 
might  not  trade  freely  thereat.'**  It  remains, 
however,  to  be  stated,  that  it  was  not  until  the 
12ih  of  March,  1807.  that  the  British  Minister, 
then   residing  at   Washington,  communicated  to 


/bject,  than  ;to  interrupt  the  communications  of  j  the  American  Gover.Tment,  in  the  name  of  his 
ilifferent  nations;  and  to  extend  the  commerce  !  Sovereign,  the  Orders  in  Council  of  January, 
ind  industry  of  England,  upon  the  ruin  of  thooe  j  1807,  with  an  intimation  that  stronger  measures 
jations."!  The  American  Government  aims  not,  !  would  be  pursued,  unless  the  United  State* 
knd  never  has  aimed,  at  the  justification,  either  I  should  resist  the  operations  of  the  Berlin  decree.f 
iof  Great  Britain  or  of  France  in  their  career  of  !  At  the  moment  the  British  Government  was  re- 
crimination and  recrimination  ;  but  it  is  of  some  j  minded  '"that  within  the  period  of  those  great 
-importance  Xo  observe,  that,  if  the  blockade  of  ,  events  which  continued  to  agitate  Europe,  jn- 
^ May,   1806,  was   an  unlawful    blockade,  and  if  ;  stances  had  occurred  in  which  the  commerce  of 


^he   right  of  retaliation  arose  with  itie  first  un- |  neutral   nation.*,  more  especially    of  the  United 


pabie  acqi 
the  part  of  the  United  Slates  would  render  iheiu 


•  See  Lord  Harrowby's  note  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated    accessary  to  the  proceedings  of  one   belligerent 
ihe  9th  of  August,  1801;  and  .Mr.  Fox's  notes  to  Mr.    nation,  through  their  rights  of  neutrality,  against 


; Monro*,  dated  respectively  the  8th  of  April  and   the 
a6th  of  .May,  1806 


•  See  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  of  January, 
jSee  Lord  Howick  s  note  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  the     1807. 

j       t  ^«  Mr.  Erskine'a  letter  to  lh«  Secrelarv  of  Slate, 
21st  November,  1806.  I  dated  the  I2th  of  March,  1807. 


tsSth  of  SepterAber,  1806. 

5     X  See  the  Be rUn  decree  of  the 


i 

I 

i 


i 


1445 


APPENDIX. 


1446 


Caiuea  and  Character  of  the   tVar. 


the  commerce  of  its  adversary;"  and  the  right 
of  Great  Britain  to  issue  such  orders  unless  as 
orders  of  blockade,  to  be  enforced  according  to 
the  law  of  nations,  was  utterly  denied.* 

This  candid  and  explicit  avowal  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the   American  Government,  upon    an 
occasion  so  novel  and  important  in  the  history 
of  nations,  did    not,  however,  make   its  just   im- 
pression upon  the  British  Cabinet;  for,  without 
assigning  any  new  provocation   on   the    part  of 
France,  and   complaining    merely,   that    neutral 
Powers  had   not   been   induced  to  interpose  with 
effecl,  to  obtain  a  revocation  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
(which,  however,  Great  Britain    herself  had  af- 
firmed lo  be  a  decree  nominal  and  ino[)erative,) 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  the  llih  of  November, 
1807,  were  issued,  declaring  -  that  all  the  ports  and 
places  of  France  and  her  allies,  or  of  any  other 
country  at  war  with  His   Majesty  and  all   other 
ports  or  places  in  Europe,  from  which,  altliough 
not  at  war  with  His  Majesty,  the  British  ttdg 
was  excluded,  and  all  ports  or  places  in  the  colo"^ 
nies  belonging  to  His   Majesty's  enemie.x,  should 
from   thenceforth  be  subject  to  the  same  restric- 
tions in  point  of  trade  and  navigation,  as  if  the 
same  were  actually  blockaded  by  His  Majesty's 
naval  lorces,  in  the  most  strict  and  rigorous  man- 
ner;" that  '-all  trade  in  articles  which  were  the 
produce  or  manufacture  of  the  said  countries  or 
colonies,  should  be   deemed  and  considered  to  be 
unlawful,"  but  that  neutral   vessels  should   siill 
be  permuted  to  trade  wiih    France  from  certain 
free  ports,  or  through   ports  and    places  of  the 
British   dominions.!     To  accept  the  lawful  en- 
joyment of  a  right  as  the  grant  of  a  superior,  lo 
prosecute  a  lawful  commerce  under  the  forms  of 
favor  and  indulgence.and  to  pay  a  tribute  to  Great 
Britain  for  the  privileges  of  a  lawful  transit  on 
the  ocean,  were  concessions  which  Great  Britain 
was  disposed  insidiously  to  exact,  by  an  appeal 
to  the    cupidity  of  individuals,   but    w.nch    the 
United    Slates   could    never    yield,  consistently 
with   the  independence  and   the   sovereignty  of 
the  nation.     The  Orders  in  Council  were  there- 
lore  altered,  in  this   respect,  at  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod;;  but  the  general  interdict  of  neutral  com- 
merce, applying  more   especially    to   American 
commerce,wa»obstinately  maintained.againstall 
the  force  of  reason,  of  remonstrance,  and  of  pro- 
testation, employed  by  the  American  Government 
when  the  suMect  was  presented  to  its  considera- 
tion   by  the  British  Minister  residing  at  Wash- 
ington.    The  fact  assumed  as  the  basis  of  ihe 
Orders  in  Council  was  unequivocally  disowned; 
and  It  was  demoosirated  that,  so  far  from  iis  be- 
ing true,  '•  that  the  United  States  had  acquiesced 
m  an  illegal  operation  of  the  Berlin  decree,  it  was 
not  even  true,  that  at  the  date  of  the  British  Or- 
ders of  the  Uth  of  November,  1807.  a  sin^rle  ap- 


•  See  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  to  Mr.  Erskine 
dated  the  20th  of  March,  1807. 

tSee  the  Orders  ia  CoLncil  of  the  1 1th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1807. 

tSee  Mr.  Canning's  letter  lo  Mr.  Pinkney.  23d 
February,  1808. 


plication  of  that  decree  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  on  the  high  seas,  could  have  been 
known  to  the  British  Government ,"  while  the 
BriiLsh  Government  had  been  officially  informed 
by  the  American  Minister  at  London,'  '•  that  ex- 
planations, uncontradicted  by  any  overt  act,  had 
been  given  to  the  American  Minister  at  Paris 
which  justified  a  reliance  that  the  French  decree 
would  not  be  put  in  force  against  the  United 
Slates.* 

The  British  orders  of  the   llih   of  November, 
1807.  were  quickly  followed  by  the  French  decree 
of  Milan,   dated    the    17th   of  December,    1807 
•'which  was  said   to   be  resorted   to  only  in  just 
retaliation  of  the   barbarous  system  adopted  by 
England."  and  in  which  the  denationalizing  ten- 
dency of  the  orders  is  made  the  foundation  of  a 
declaration   in   the  decree,   'that   every  ship,  to 
whatever  nation  it  might  belong,  that  should  have 
submitted  to  be  searched  by  an  English  ship,  or 
to  a  voyage  to  England,  or  should  have  paid  any 
tax  whatsoever  to  the  English  Government,  was 
thereby,  and  for  that  alone^declared  to  be  dena- 
tionalized, to  have  forfeited  the  protection  of  its 
Sovereign,  and  to  have  become  English  property, 
subject  to  capture,  as  good  and  lawful  prize;  that 
the   British    islands  were    placed    in    a    state    of 
blockade,  both  by  sea  and  land;  and  every  ship, 
of  whatever  nation.>^-*vhatever  the  nature  of  ita* 
cargo  might  be,  that  sai4s  from  the  ports  of  Eng- 
land, or  those  of  the  English  colonies,  and  of  the 
countries  occupied    by  English    troops,  and   pro- 
ceeding to  England,  or  to   the  English  colonies, 
or  to  countries  occupied  by  English  troops,  should 
be  good  and  lawful  prize;  but  that  the  provisions 
of  the  decree  should   he  abrogated  and   null,  in 
fact,  as  soon  as  the  English  should  abide  again  by 
tiie  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  whfch  are 
also  the  principles  of  justice  and   honor."!     In 
opposition,  however,  to  the  Milan  decree,  as  well 
as   to  the  Berlin  decree,  the  American  Govern- 
ment strenuously  and  unceasingly  employed  everr 
instrument,  except  the   instruments  of  war.     It 
acted  precisely  towards  France  as  ii  acted  towards 
Great  Britain,  on  similar  occasions;  but  France 
remained,  for  a  time,  as  insensible   to   the  claims 
of  justice  and  honor  as  Great  Britain  ;  each  imi- 
tating the  other  in  extravagance  of  pretension, 
and  in  obstinacy  of  purpose. 

When  the  American  Government  received  in- 
telligence that  the  orders  of  the  11th  of  November, 
1807,  had  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
British  Cabinet,  and  were  actually  prepared  for 
promulgation,  it  was  anticipated  that  France,  in 
a  zealous  prosecution  of  the  retaliatory  warfare, 
would  soon  produce  an  act  of  at  least  equal  in- 
justice and  hostility.  The  crisis  existed,  there- 
tore,  at  which  the  United  States  were  compelled 
to  decide,  either  to  withdraw  their  seafaring  citi- 
zens and  their  commercial  wealth  from  the  ocean, 
or  to  leave  the  interests  of  the  mariner  and  the 


•  See  Mr.  Erskine'*  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  the  22d  of  February,  1808.  and  the  answer  of 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  dated  the  25lh  of  March,  1808. 

tSee  the  Milan  decree  of  the  17lh  of  Dec,  1807. 
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D  frcbaot  expo^ied  to  certain  destructioD;  or  to 
t\  rrage  10  opeiyand  active  war  for  the  protection 
a'  a  defence  ol  those  interests.  The  principles 
ti  J  the  habits  {if  the  American  Government  were 
St  II  disposed  to  neutrality  and  peace.  In  weigh- 
it)  f  the  nature  j*nd  the  amount  of  the  aggressions 
■w  ach  had  been" perpetrated,  or  which  were  threat- 
ei  I'd,  if  there  i/ere  any  preponderance  to  deter- 
n^ne  the  balan;  e  against  one  of  the  belligerent 
Plwers  rather  vhan  the  other,  as  the  object  of  a 


Cauteg  cmd  Character  of  the  War, 


Blitish  orders  J  but   the  Government  of  France 
jcl^ijiied  and  exSi?rcised  no  right  o<   impressment; 
iai*  the  mariiirjie  spoliations  of  France  were  com- 
p»^$lively  resii'<cted,  not  only  by  her  own  weak- 
5i<!  »»    on    the    (jcean,    but    by    the    constant   and 
ip*  fading  vigiBince  of  the   fleets  of  her  enemy. 
7T   «  difficulty  «f  selection,  the  indiscretion  of  en- 
Icc  >J3iermg  at  ojice  both  of  the  offending  Powers. 
'ai  1,  above  all.  jhe  hope  of  an  early  return  of  jus- 
tii  (2.  under  the  .jispensations  of  the  ancient  public 
!^'  P''^^*''^*^  ^0  'h*  councils  of  the  American 
G  ivernment;  iind  it  was  resolved  to  attempt  the 
pj  »ervaiion  of  its  neutrality  and  its  peace,  of  its 
ci  izens  and  its  resources,  by  a  voluntary  suspen- 
si,  »  of  the  con)merce  and  navigation  of  the  Uni- 
te    Stales.    It  is  true,  that  for  the  minor  outrages 
CO  emitted,  under  the  pretext  of  the  rule  of  war 
ol    1756.  the  cit/zens  of  every  denomination  had 
de  (.anded   from    their  Government,  jn   the   year 
Ih  i5,  protection  and  redress;  it   is  true,  that  for 
th    unparalleled  enormities  of  the  year  1807.  the 
C[    iens  of  every  denomination  again  demanded 
frjh  their  Government   protection   and   redress; 
bi4  jt  is  also  a  truth,  conclusively  established   by 
evf  ry  mani.''estaiioD  of  the  sense  of  the  American 
p<'ple.  as  well  as  of  their  Government,  that  any 
hAorable  means  of  protection   and   redress  were 
priferred  to  the  last  resort  of  arms.     The  Ameri- 
cat  Government   might   honorably  retire,  for  a 
}iilf,  from  the  srene  of  conflict  and  collision  ;  but 
jt  i.fuld  no  lungt-r,  with  honor,  permit  its  flag  to 
beli|sulted.  Its  Citizens  to  be  enslaved,  and  its  prop- 
);ri'io  be  plundered,  on  the  highway  of  nations, 
f  jader  these  impressions,  the  restrictive  system 

bffije  United  States  was  introduced.     In  Decem- 
I)  -  - 


De 


1807, 


^. .  aa    embargo  was   imposed    upon   all 

At|<rican  vessels  and  merchandise;*  on  principles 
jitl|ar  to  those  which  originated  and  regulated 
ih.f  {embargo  law.  authorized  to  be  laid  by  the 
Tr^^dent  of  the  United  Stat,  s,  m  the  year  1794  ; 
'^aCioon  afterwards,  m  the  genuine  spirit  of  the 
J»o«y  that  prescribed  the  raeavure.  it  was  de- 
(<la^  by  law.  'that  in  the  event  of  such  peace, 
csr  ♦4*pension  of  hostilities,  between  the  belliger- 
•fmyarowers  of  Europe,  or  such  changes  in  their 
jpefJures  affecting  neutral  commerce,  as  might 
r-eD'i^r  that  of  thr  United  States  safe,  in  the  juda- 
rtie^jof  the  President  of  the  United  Statt  s,  he  was 

I  'ji|ee  the  act  of  Oongre«s,  pasted  the  %2d  of  Dectm- 


aatborized  to  suspend  theembnrgo,  in  wholeor  in 
part."*    The  pressure  of  the  embargo  was  i  bought 
however,  so  severe  upon  every  part  of  the  com- 
munity, that  the  American  Government,  notwith- 
standing the  neutral   character  of  the   measure 
determined  upon  some  relaxation;  and,  accord- 
ingly, the  embargo  being  raised,  as  to  all  other 
nations,  a  system  of  non-intercourse  and  non-im- 
portation  was  substituted  in  March,  1809.  as  to 
Great  Britain  and  France,  which  prohibited  all 
voyages  to  the  British  or  French  dominions,  and 
all  trade  in  articles  of  British  or  French  product 
or  manufacture.!     But  still  adhering  to  the  neu- 
tral and  pacific  policy  of  the  Government,  it  was 
declared,  "  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  be  authorized,  in  case    either  France  or 
Great  Britain  .should  so  revoke  or   modify   her 
edicts,  as  that  they  should  cease   to  violate  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  Stales,  to  declare 
the  same  by  proclamation  ;  after  which  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  might  be  renewed  with  the 
nation  so  doing."J     These  appeals  to  the  justice 
and  the  interests  of  the  belligerent  Powers  proving 
ineffectual,  and   the   necessities   of  the   country 
increasing,  it  was  finally  resolved,  by  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  to  take  the  hazards  of  a  war; 
to  revoke  its  restrictive  system;  and  to  exclude 
British  and  French  armed  vessels  from  the  har- 
bors and  waters  of  the  United  States;  but,  again, 
emphatically  to  announce,  ''that  in  case  enher 
Great  Britain  or  France  should,  before  the  3d  of 
March,  1811.  so  revoke,  or  modify,  her  edicts,  as 
that  they  sliould  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  ;  and  if  the  other  na- 
tion should  not,  within  three  months  thereafter, 
so  revoke,  or  modify,  her  edicts,  in  like  manner," 
the  provisions  of  the  non-intercourse  and  non-im- 
portation law  should,  at  the  expiration  of  three 
months,  be  revived   against  the    nation  refusing 
or  neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify  its  edicts  P 

In  the  course  which  the  American  Government 
had  hitherto  pursued,  relative  to  the  belligerent 
orders  and  decrees,  the  candid  foreigner,  at  well 
as  the  patriotic  citizen,  may  perceive  an  extreme 
solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  peace;  but.  id 
the    publicity  and   impartiality  of  the  overture 
that  was  thus  spread  before  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers, it  is  impossible  that  any  indication  should  be 
found  of  foreign  influence  or  control.     The  over- 
ture was  urged  upon  both  nations  for  acceptance 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner;  nor 
was  an  intimation  withheld,  from  either  of  them, 
that  "it  might  be  regarded  by  the  belligerent  first 
accepting  if,  as  a  promise  to  itself,  and  a  warning 
to  Its  enemy. "§     Each  of  the  nations,  from  the 


•  See  the  act  of  Congress,  pasted  the  22d  of  April, 

1808, 

fSee  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  first  day  of 
.March,  1809.  ^ 

J  See  the  11th  section  of  the  last  cited  act  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  See  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  May    1,  1810. 

§  See  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
Suio,  and  the  American  Ministers  at  London  and 
Paris. 
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commencement  of  the  retaliatory  system,  acknowl- 
edged that  its  measures  were  violations  of  public 
law  ;  and  each  pledged  itself  to  retract  them, 
whenever  the  other.should  set  the  example.*  Al- 
though tlie  American  Government,  therefore,  per- 
sisted in  its  remonstrances  against  the  original 
transgressions,  without  regard  to  the  question  of 
their  priority,  it  embraced,  with  eagerness,  every 
hope  of  reconciling  the  interests  of  the  rival  Pow- 
ers, with  a  performance  of  the  duty  which  they 
owed  to  the  neutral  character  of  the  United  States; 
and  when  the  British  Minister,  residing  at  Wash- 
ington, in  the  year  1809.  affirmed,  in  terms  as 
plain  and  as  positive  as  language  could  supply, 
"  that  he  was  authorized  to  declare,  that  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty's  Orders  in  Council  of  January 
and  November,  1807.  will  have  been  withdrawn, 
as  respects  the  United  Slates,  on  the  lOih  day  of 
June,  1809,"  the  President  of  the  United  States 
hastened,  with  approved  liberality,  to  accept  the 
declaration  as  conclusive,  that  the  promised  fact 
would  exist,  at  the  stipulated  period;  and,  by  an 
imtnediate  proclamation,  he  announced,  '•  that  af- 
ter the  10th  day  of  June  next,  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  Great  Britain,  as  suspended 
by  the  non-intercourse  law,  and  by  the  acts  of 
Congress  laying  and  enforcing  an  embargo,  might 
be  renewed."!  The  American  Government  nei- 
ther asked  nor  received,  from  the  British  Minister, 
ID  exemplification  of  his  powers,  an  inspection  of 
his  instructions,  nor  the  solemnity  of  an  Order  it. 
Council ;  but  executed  the  compact,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  in  all  the  sincerity  of  its  own  in- 
tentions and  in  all  the  confidence  which  the  offi- 
cial act  of  the  representative  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty was  calculated  to  inspire.  The  act,  and  the 
authority  fortheact,  were,  however,  disavowed  by 
Great  Britain  ;  and  an  attempt  was  made,  by  the 
successor  of  Mr.  Erskine,  through  the  aid  of  in- 
sinuations, which  were  indignantly  repulsed,  to 
justify  the  British  rejection  of  the  Treaty  of  1809. 
by  relerring  to  the  American  rejection  of  the 
Treaty  of  1806 ;  forgetful  of  the  essential  points 
of  difference,  that  the  British  Government,  on  the 
former  occasion,  had  been  explicitly  apprized  by 
the  American  negotiators  of  their  defect  of  power  ; 
and  that  the  execution  of  the  projected  treaty 
had  not,  on  either  side,  been  commenced. :t 

Alter  this  abortive  attempt  to  obtain  a  jusi  and 
honorable  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council,  the  United  States  were  again  invited  to 
indulge  the  hone  of  safety  and  tranquillity,  when 
the  Minister  of^  France  announced  to  the  Ameri- 
can Minister  at  Pans,  that,  in  consideration  of 
the  act  of  the  first  of  May,  1809,  by  which  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  'engaged  to  op- 
pose Itself  to  that  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers, 

•  See  the  document*  laid  before  Congress  from  time 
to  time,  by  the  President,  and  printed. 

tSeo  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Erskine,  the 
British  Minister,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
17th,  18th,  and  19lhof  Aprd,  1809;  and  the  President's 
proclamation  of  the  last  date. 

J  See  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  the  British  Minister. 


which  should  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  he  was  authorized  to  declare,  ih'at  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked,  and 
that  after  the  first  of  November,  1810,  they 
would  cease  to  have  effect,  it  being  understood, 
that  in  consequence  of  that  declaration,  the  Eng- 
lish should  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and 
renounce  ihe  new  principles  of  blockade,  which 
they  had  wished  to  establish  ;  or  that  the  United 
States,  conformably  to  the  act  of  Congress,  should 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the  Eng- 
lish."* This  declaration,  delivered  by  the  official 
organ  of  the  Government  of  France,  and  in  the 
presence,  as  it  were,  of  the  French  Sovereign, 
was  of  the  highest  authority,  according  to  all  the 
rules  of  diplomatic  intercourse;  and.  certainly, 
far  surpassed  any  claim  of  credence  which  was' 
possessed  by  the  British  Minister,  residing  at 
Washington,  when  the  arrangement  of  the  year 
1809  was  accepted  and  executed  by  the  Ameri- 
can Government.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  therefore,  owed  to  the  consistency  of  his 
own  character,  and  to  the  dictates  of  a  sincere 
impartiality,  a  prompt  acceptance  of  the  French 
overture:  and,  accordingly,  the  authoritative  pro- 
mise, that  the  fact  should  exist,  at  the  stipulated 
period,  being  again  admitted  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  its  existence,  a  proclamation  was  issued 
on  the  2d  of  November,  1810,  announcing,  "that 
the  edicts  of  France  had  been  so  revoked,  as  that 
they  ceased,  on  the  first  day  of  the  same  month, 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  act  of  Congress  should  then  cease  and  be  dis- 
continued, in  relation  to  France  and  her  depen- 
dencies."! That  Frauce,  from  this  epoch,  re- 
frained from  all  aggressions,  on  the  high  seas,  or 
even  in  her  own  ports,  upon  the  persons  and  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
never  was  asserted  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  her  vio- 
lence and  her  spoliations  have  been  unceasing 
causes  of  complaint.  These  subsequent  injuries, 
constituting  a  part  of  the  existing  reclamations 
of  the  United  States,  were  always,  however,  dis- 
avowed by  the  French  Government;  while  the 
repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree  has,  on 
every  occasion,  been  affirmed;  insomuch  that 
Great  Britain  herself  was,  at  last,  compelled  to 
yield  to  the  evidence  of  the  fact. 

On  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the 
date  of  the  President's  proclamation,  the  non- 
intercourse  and  non  importation  law  was,  of 
course,  to  be  revived  against  Great  Britain,  un- 
less, during  that  period,  her  Orders  in  Council 
should  be  revoked.  The  subject  was,  therefore, 
most  anxiously,  and  most  steadily,  pressed  upon 
the  justice  and  the  magnanimity  of  the  British 
Government ;  and  even  when  the  hope  of  success 
expired,  by  the  lapse  of  the  period  prescribed  in 
one  act  of  Congress,  the  United  States  opened 
the  door  of  reconciliation  by  another  act,  which, 

•  See  the  Duke  de  Cadore's  letter  to  Mr.  Armstrong, 
dated  the  6th  of  August,  1810. 

fSee  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  2d  of 
November,  1810. 
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ii    khe  year  1811,  a^aio  provided,  that,  in  case,  at  |  At  another  time  it  was  insisted  that  the  repeal  of 

I  ,9   time,  "Great   Britain   should   so  revoke  or    the  French  decrees,  in  their  operation  against  the 

t]  (Jdify  her  edicts.  a!>  that  ihey  shall  cease  (o  vio-    United  Slates,  in  order  to  authorize  a  demand  for 

li  le  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United   States,    the  performance  of  the  British  promise,  must  be 

!  t   i  President  of  the  United  States  should  declare     total,  applying  equally  to  their  internal  and  their 

*t   f  fact  by  proclamation;  and   that  the   restric-    external  effects,  as  if  the  United  Slates  had  either 

I   iis.  previously  imposed,  should,  from  the  date  |  the  right  or  the  power  to  impose  upon  France 

0    isuch    proclamation,  cease  and   be   discontin-    the    law  of  her  domestic   institutions.*     And  it 

V  4-"*     Bat,  unhappily,  every  appeal  to  the  just-    was  finally  insisted,  in  a  despatch  from  Lord  Cas- 

i)  ,;jaDd  raagnanimiiy  of  Great  Britain  was  now,     tiereagh  to  the  British  Minister  residing  at  VVash- 

>a  'Ihereiofore.  fruitless  and  forlorn.     She  had,  at    ington,  in   the  year  1812,   which   was  officially 

ll|i  epoch,  irapres.sed  from  the  crews  of  Ameri-    communicated    to    the   American    Government 

cyj  merchanc  vessels,  peaceably  navigating  the    '•  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  must  not 

hi  ,^  seas,  not   less  than  six  thousand   manners,    be  repealed  singly  and  specially  in  relatu-n  to  the 

.^  ,o  claimed  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  '  United  Slates,  but  must  be  repealed  also  as  to  all 

ja;  4  who  were  denied  all  opportunity  to  verify    other  neutral  nations,  and  that   in  no  less  extent 

th   Ir  claims.    She  had  seized  and  confiscated  the    of  a  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  had  the  British 

\c:  amercial  property  of  American  citizens  to  an  |  Government  ever  pledged  itself  to  repeal  the  Or- 

ii,  jilculable   aniount.     She    had   united    in    the    ders  in  Council  ;"t  as  if  it  were  incumbent  on  the 

<ei  a'miiies  of  France,  to  declare  a  great  propor-  [  United  States,  not  only  to  assert  her  own  rights, 

•  ti   (t  of  the  terraqueous  globe  in  a  st'ate  of  block-    but  to  become  the  coadjutor  of  the  British  Gov- 

Ei  A;  chasing  the  Atnerican  merchant  flag  effect-    ernment  in  a  gratuitous  assertion  of  the  rights  of 

u   ,'y  from  the  ocean.     She  had  contemptuously  >  ail  other  nations. 

d  |(egarded  the  neutrality  of  the  American  terri-  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  could  pause 
If  f,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  American  laws,  \  no  longer,  under  a  deep  and  afflicting  sense  of 
.Ts|i;hio  the  waters  and  harbors  of  the  United  the  national  wrongs.  While  they  "postponed 
{Sf  ites.  She  was  enjoying  the  emoluments  of  a  definitive  measures  with  respect  to  France  in  the 
jsiarieptitious  trade,  stained  with  every  species  of  |  expectation  that  the  result  of  unclosed  discussions 
•fr  ad  and  corruption,  which  gave  to  the  belliger-  between  the  American  Minister  at  Pans  and  the 
,et  t,  Powers  tht-  advantages  of  peace,  while  the  ;  French  Government,  would  speedily  enable  them 
;n>  ijlral  Powers  were  involved  in  iheevils  of  war.  ^  to  decide,  with  greater  advantage,  on  the  course 
|B  t  had,  in  short,  usurped  and  exercised,  on  the  ;  due  to  the  rights,  the  interests,  a'nd  the  honor  of 
vvt  ^r,  a  tyranny  similar  to  that  which  her  great  i  the  country  j'7  they  pronounced  a  deliberate  and 
rir  jgonist  had  usurped  and  exercised  upon  the  ,  solemn  declaration  of  war,  between  Great  Britain 
la||.  And,  amidst  all  these  proofs  of  ambition  and  the  United  States,  on  the  18th  of  June  1812 
Tfti  ^  avarice,  she  demanded    that  the  victims  of        '"  " 

'hft/^usurpaiions  and  her  violence  should  revere 
[as  the  sule  defender  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
lankind. 

'hen,  therefore.  Great   Britain,   in    manifest 
jaiion  of  her  solemn  promises,  refused  to  fol- 


But  it  is  in  the  face  of  all  the  facts  which  have 
been  displaced  in  the  present  narrative,  that  the 
Prince  Regent,  by  his  declaration  of  January, 
1813,  describes  the  United  States  as  the  aggres- 
sor in  the  war.  If  the  act  of  declaring  war  con- 
stitutes, in  all  cases,  the  act  of  original  aggression, 


JlcV  the  example  of  France,  by  the  repeal  of  her    the  United  States  must  submit  to  the  severity  of 

<0  lers   10    Council,   the   American  Government     the  reproach  ;  Dut  if  the  act  of  declann<r  war  rnay 

vt»  compelled   to  contemplate  a  resort  to  arms,     be  more  truly  considered  as  the   result  of  loni 

a^Uhe  only  remaining  course  to  be  pursued  for  its  ,  suffering,  and  necessary  self-defence    the  Ameri- 

hf<or    Its  independence  and   Its  salcty.     What-  j  can  Government  will  stand  acquitted,  in  ihesirrht 


required  from  France,  in  its  relation  to  the 
DOAral  character  of  liie  United  States,  France 
hjp^ performed,  by  the  revocation  of  its  Berlin  and 
;Kitf(|an  decrees.  But  what  depended  upon  Great 
;B^i|aio.  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  in  the  repeal 
'Of<(ier  Orders  in  Council,  was  withheld,  and  new 
ev^fions  were  sought  when  the  old  were  exhaust- 
.e(ft  It  was.  at  one  lime,  alleged,  that  satisfactory 
•PrLyf  was  not  afforded  that  France  ha  J  repealed 
itij 'decrees  against'^the  commerce  of  the  United 
*S^|es  ;  as  if  such  proof  alone  were  wanting  to 
iiniire  the  performance  of  the  British  promise.f 

'    f'^ee  the  act  of  Congrew  passed  March  2,  1811. 
*    j^ee  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Pmluiey  and 
lh<  j'rilieh  Government. 
1 


t    I 

i     : 


of  Heaven  and  of  the  world.  Have  the  Uniied 
States,  then,  enslaved  the  subjects,  confiscated  the 
property,  prostrated  the  commerce,  insulted  the 
flag,  or  violated  the  territorial  sovereignty  of 
Great  Britain?  No;  but  in  all  ihe-e  respects  the 
United  States  had  suffered,  for  a  long  period  of 
years  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  the  con- 
tumely and  outrage  of  the  British  Government. 
It  has  been  said,  too,  as  an  aggravation  of  the  im- 
puted aggression,  that  the  United  States  chose  a 
period  lor  the  declaration  of  war  when  Great 
Britain    was  struggling   for  her  own  existence, 

•  See  the  letters  of  Mr.  Erskine. 

t  See  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  Mr.  Foster,  the  Brituh  Minister,  in  June, 
1812. 

I  See  the  President's  Mcsssge  of  the  1st  of  June, 
1812,  tnd  the  report  o  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lalionn,  to  whom  the  Message  was  referred. 
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against  a  power  which  threatened  to  overthrow 

the  independence  of  all  Europe;  but  it  might  be 
more  truly  said  that  the  United  Slates,  not  acting 
upon  choice,  but  upon  compulsion,  delayed  the 
declaration  of  war.  until  the  persecutions  of  Great 
Britain  had  rendered  further  delay  destructive 
and  disgraceful.  Great  Britain  had  converted 
the  commercial  scenes  of  American  opulence  and 
prosperity,  into  scenes  of  comparative  poverty 
and  distress;  she  had  brought  the  existence  of 
the  United  States,  as  an  independent  nation,  into 
question;  and  surely  it  must  have  been  indiffer- 
ent to  the  United  States  whether  they  ceased  to 
exist  as  an  independent  nation,  by  her  conduct 
while  she  professed  friendship,  or  by  her  conduct 
when  she  avowed  enmity  and  revenge.  Nor  is 
it  true  that  the  existence  of  Great  Britain  was  in 
danger  at  the  epoch  of  the  declaration  of  war. 
The  American  Government  uniformly  entertain- 
ed an  opposite  opinion,  and  at  all  times  saw  more 
to  apprehend  for  the  United  States,  from  her 
maritime  power,  than  from  the  territorial  power 
of  her  enemy.  Theevent  has  justified  the  opinion 
and  the  apprehension.  But  whaiihe  United  States 
asked, as  essential  to  their  welfare,  and  even  as  ben- 
eficial to  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Euro- 
pean war,  Great  Britain,  it  is  manifest,  might  have 
granted,  without  impairing  the  resources  of  her 
own  strength,  ur  the  splendor  of  her  own  sove- 
reignty ;  for  her  Orders  in  Council  have  been 
since  revoked,  not.  it  is  true,  as  the  performance 
of  her  promise  to  follow  in  this  respect  the  exam- 
ple of  France,  since  she  finally  rested  the  obliga- 
tion of  that  promise  upon  a  repeal  of  the  French 
decrees  as  to  all  nations,  and  the  repeal  was  only 
as  to  the  United  States ;  nor  as  an  act  of  national 
justice  towards  the  United  States,  but  simply  as 
an  act  of  domestic  policy,  for  the  special  advan- 
tage of  her  own  people. 

The  British  Government  has  also  described  the 
war  as  a  war  of  aggrandizement  and  conquest  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States;  but  where  is  the 
foundation  for  the  charge?  While  the  Ameri- 
can Government  employed  every  means  to  dis- 
suade the  Indians,  even  those  who  lived  within 
the  territory,  and  were  supplied  by  the  bounty  of 
the  United  States  from  taking  any  part  in  the 
war.*  the  proofs  were  irresistible  that  the  enemy 
pursued  a  very  different  course,!  aud  that  every 
precaution  would  be  necessary  to  prevent  the 
effects  of  an  offensive  alliance  between  the  British 
troops  and  the  savages  throughout  the  northern 
frontier  of  the  United  States.  The  military  oc- 
cupation of  Upper  Canada  was,  therefore,  deemed 
indispensable  to  the  safety  of  that  frontier  in  the 
earliest  movements  of  the  war,  independent  of  all 
views  of  extending  the  territoridl  boundary  of  the 
United  Slates.     But  when  war  was  declared,  in 

•  See  the  proceedings  at  the  councils,  held  with  the 
Indians  during  the  expedition  under  brigadier  (Jene- 
ral  Hull,  and  the  talk  delivered  b;  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  to  the  Six  Nations,  at  Washington,  on 
the  8th  of  April.  1813. 

t  See  the  documents  laid  before  Congress  on  the 
13tbJune,  1812. 


resentment  for  injuries  which  had  been  suffered 
upon  the  Atlantic,  what  principle  of  public  law, 
what  modification  of  civilized  warfare,  imposed 
upon  the  United  States  the  duty  of  abstaining 
from  the  invasion  of  the  Canadas?  It  was  there 
alone  that  the  United  States  could  place  them- 
selves upon  an  equal  footing  of  railit.iry  force 
with  Great  Britain;  and  it  was  there  that  they 
might  reasonably  encourage  the  hope  of  being 
able,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  retaliation, 
'•to  restrain  the  violence  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
retort  upon  him  the  evils  of  his  own  injustice." 
The  proclamations  issued  by  the  American  com- 
manders, on  entering  Upper  Canada,  have,  how- 
ever, been  adduced  by  the  British  negotiators  at 
Ghent  as  the  proofs  of  a  spirit  of  ambition  and 
aggrandizement  on  the  part  of  their  Government, 
In  truth,  the  proclamations  were  not  only  unau- 
thorized and  disapproved,  but  were  infractions  cf 
the  positive  instructions  which  had  been  given 
for  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  Canada.  When 
the  General  commanding  the  Northwestern  Army 
of  the  United  States  received,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  1812,  his  first  authority  to  commence  offen- 
sive operations,  he  was  especially  told  that  'he 
must  not  consider  himself  authorized  to  pledge 
the  Government  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
further  than  assurances  of  protection  in  their  per- 
sons, properly,  and  rights."  And  on  the  ensuing 
1st  of  August  it  was  emphatically  declared  to 
hiiD,  "that  it  had  become  necessary  that  he  should 
not  lose  sight  of  the  instructions  of  the  24th  of 
June,  as  any  pledge  beyond  that  was  incompati- 
ble with  the  views  of  the  Government."*  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  charge  of  American  ambi- 
tion and  aggrandizement,  and  such  the  evidence 
to  support  It. 

The  Prince  Regent  has.  however,  endeavored 
to  add  to  these  unfounded  accusations  a  stigma 
at  which  the  pride  of  the  American  Government 
revolts.  Listening  to  the  fabrications  of  British 
emissaries ;  gathering  scandals  from  the  abuses  of 
a  free  press;  and  misled,  perhaps,  by  the  asperi- 
ties of  a  party  spirit,  common  to  all  free  Govern- 
ments, he  affects  lo  trace  the  origin  of  the  war  to 
''a  marked  partiality  in  palliating  and  assisting 
the  aggressive  tyranny  of  France."  and  "to  the 
prevalence  of  such  councils  as  as.>ociated  the 
United  States  in  policy  with  the  Government  of 
that  nation."!  The  conduct  of  the  American 
Government  is  now  open  to  every  scrutiny,  and 
its  vindication  is  inseparable  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  facts.  All  the  world  must  be  sensible,  in- 
deed, that  neither  in  the  general  policy  of  the 
late  ruler  of  France,  nor  in  his  particular  treat- 
ment of  the  United  Stales,  could  there  exist  any 
political  or  rational  foundation  for  the  sympathies 
and  associations,  overt  or  clandestine,  which  have 
been  rudely  and  unfairly  suggested.  It  is  equal- 
ly obvious  that  nothing  short  of  the  aggressive 


•  See  the  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  the  War  Da- 
partmcnt,  to  Brigadier  Uenerai  Hull,  dated  the  24th 
of  June,  and  the  1st  of  August,  1812. 

t  See  the  British  Declaration,  of  the  lOtb  of  January, 
1813. 
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Itj'anny  exercised  by  Great  Britain  towards  the 
■L^ijted  Slates,  could  have  counteracted  and  con- 
'ies  to  peace  and  amity  which 
Ise  from   natural   and  social 
:ig   the  affections  and  interests  of 


u^iuea  Jsiates,  couiu 

•ttlLled  those  tendenci 

[dcived   their   impul 

c.^i^ses  combining  th^  ^^^y.^,^,,.^  ni.u  iui.<;i<;.-<i.o  ui 
ttf '  two  nations.  The  American  Government, 
fajihful   to   that   principle  of  public   law  which 

i«^<n()wledges  the  authority  of  all  Governments 


{fr^ta  that  intercourse  with  either  of  them,  which 

just  interests  of  the  United  Statts  required. 

|i  the  British.  Cabinet  is  challenged  to  produce, 

km  the  recesses  of  its  secret,  or  of  its  public, 


.irki 

I 


fr 

a 
o 


from  the  commencement  to  the  recent  termina- 
tion of  the  revolutionary  establishments  it  has 
happened,  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  least  exhibited  marks  of  condescension 
and  concession  to  the  successive  rulers.  It  is  for 
Great  Britain,  more  particularly,  as  an  accui>er 
to  examine  and  explain  the  consistency  of  the 
reproaches,  which  she  has  uttered  against  the 
United  States,  with  the  course  of  her  own  con- 
duct; with  her  repeated  negotiations,  during  the 
republican,  as  well  as  during  the  imperial,  sway 
of  France;  with  her  solicitude  to  make  and  to 
propose  treaties;  with  her  interchange  of  com- 
mercial benefits,  so  irreconcilable  to  a  slate  of 
war;  with  the  almost  triumphant  entry  of  a  French 
ambassador  into  her  capital,  amidst  the  acclaraa- 


r|ra  the  recesses  of  its  secret,  or  of  its  public,  |  ambassador  into  her  capital,  amidst  the  acclaraa- 
ilhives.asingkinstance  of  unworlhyconcession,  j  tions  of  the  populace  ;  and  with  the  prosecution 
ii|polilical  aliijince  and  combination,  throughout    instituted,   by  the  orders   of  the   King  of  Great 


jpolilical  alliance  and  combination,  throughout 
•tl-j;  intercour>ti  of  the  United  Slates,  with    the 
rdiolulionary  rulers  of  France.     Was  it  the  in- 
fluence   of   Frfnch    councils,    that    induced    the 
;Alnerican  Government  to  resist  the  pretensions 

tili- 
ihe 
ty  in  1795;  to  the  British  negotiation 
|1805.  and  to  the  Convention  with  the  British 
Roister  in  1809?  that  dictated  the  impartial 
Lriures.  which  were  made  to  Great  Britain,  as 
»1  as  to  France,  during  the  whole  period  ofihe 
srictive  sysufm  ?  that  produced  the  delermina- 
I  to  avoid  nrt'aking  any  treaty,  even  a  treaty  of 
^jmerce  wiih  France,  until  the  outrage  of  the 
R^  ©bouillet  decree  was  repaired?*  that  sanc- 
iii  j«d  the  repeated  and  urgent  efforts  of  the 
jA|ierican  Govrrnment,  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 
«L>ost  as  soon  as  it  was  declared  ?  or  that,  finally, 
pr  mpted  the  explicit  communication,  which,  in 
pi  r>uance  of  in  iructions,  was  made  by  the  Amer- 
ica r\  Minister,  at  Si.  Petersburgh,  to  the  Court  of 
jR  ,»sia,  slating,  ''that  the  principal  subjects  of 
jdi  liussion,  which  had  long  been  subsisting  be- 
Hv<  Jea  the  Uniied  Stales  and  France,  remained 
joii  ^filled  ;  that  there  was  no  immediate  prospect. 
ah|;  there  would  be  a  satisfactory  .settlement  of 
kh.ro;  but  that,  whatever  the  event,  in  that  re- 
5pi«t,  might  b*-,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Gl^ernmentof  the  Uniied  States  to  enter  into 
arlfmore  intimate  connexions  with  France;  that 
T^fovernraeut  of  the  United  Slates  did  not  an- 
nate any  event  whatever,  that  could  produce 
I  effect;  and  that  ihe  American  Minister  was 
.  more  happy  to  find  himself  authorized  by  his 
Government  toiavow  this  intention,  as  different 
/•e|;Vseutalions"of  iheir  views  had  been  widely 
fcijulaied.  as  tvell  in  Europe  as  in  America."! 
P*,  while  fve;y  act  of  the  American  Govern- 
\Q'V,t  thus  lalsiiies  the  charge  of  a  subserviency 
10  ilie  policy  of  France,  it  may  be  jusily  remarked, 
»h#  of  all  the  Governments  maintaining  a  neces- 
^A  relation  aod    intercourse  wiih  that  nation. 

.   "^ee  the  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  Sutc  to 
Cie*Amencan  Minuter  at  Parid,  dated  Ma^r  29,  1813. 
j  tJiSee  Mr.   Monroe's  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated  the 
?«l|f  Julj,  1812,  and  .Mr.  Adams'  letter  to  Mr.  Mon- 
ijjeldaied  the  Uth  of  December,  1812. 


instituted,  by  the  orders  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  himself,  in  the  highest  court  of  criminal 
jurisdiction  in  his  Kingdom,  to  punish  the  printer 
of  a  gazette,  for  publishing  a  libel  on  the  conduct 
and  character  of  ihe  late  Ruler  of  France  !  What- 
ever may  be  the  source  of  these  .symptoms,  how- 
ever they  may  indicate  a  subservient  policy,  such 
symptoms  have  never  occurred  in  the  Uniied 
Stales,  throughout  the  imperial  Government  of 
France. 

The  conduct  of  the  United  Slates,  from   the 
moment  of  declaring  the  war,  will  serve,  as  well 
as  their   previous  conduct,  to   rescue   them   from 
the  unjust  reproaches  of  Great   Britain.     Wheo 
war  was  declared,  the  Orders  in  Council  had  been 
mainiained.    with    inexorable    hostility,    until    a 
thousand  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes  had 
been  seized  and  confiscated  under  their  operation  ; 
the   British   Minister  at    Washington   had,  with 
peculiar  solemnity,  announced    that    the  orders 
would  not  be  repealed,  but  upon  conditions,  which 
the  American  Government  had  not  the  right,  nor 
the  power  to  fulfil ;  and  the  European  war,  which 
had   raged,  with   little  intermission,   for   twenty 
years,  threatened  an  indefinite  continuance.     Un- 
der these  circumstances,  a  repeal  of  the  orders 
and  a  cessation  of  the  injuries  which  they  pro- 
duced, were  events  beyond  all  rational  anticipa- 
tion.    It  appears,  however,  that  the  orders,  under 
the  influence  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry  into  their 
effects  upon  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  were  provisionally  repealed  on  the  23d 
of  June.  1812,  a  few  days  subsequent  to  the  Amer- 
ican declaration  of  war.     If  this  repeal  had  been 
made  known   to  the   United  States,  before   their 
resort  to  arms,  the  repeal  would  have  arrested  it; 
and  that  cause  of  war  being  removed,  ihe  other 
essential  cause,  thepracticeof  impressment,  would 
have  been   the  subject  of  renewed   nrgoiiaiion, 
under   the  auspicious  influence  of  a  partial    yet 
important,  act  of  reconciliation.     But  the  decla- 
ration of  war  having  announced  the  practice  of 
impressment  as  a  principal   cause,  peace    could 
only  be  the  result  of  an  express  abandonment  of 
ine  practice  ;  of  a  suspension  of  the  practice,  for 
the  purpo«.es  of  negotiation  ;  or  of  a  cessation  of 
actual  sufferance,  m  consequence  of  a  pacification 
in  burope,  which  would  deprive  Great  Brilam  of 
every  motive  for  continuing  the  practice. 
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Hence,  when  early  intinaatioos  were  given  from 
Halifax  and  from  Canada,  of  a  disposition,  on  the 
part  of  the  local  authorities,  to  enter  into  an  ar- 
mistice, the  power  of  those  authorities  was  so 
doubtful,  the  objects  of  the  armistice  were  so 
limited,  and  the  immediate  advantages  of  the 
measure  were  so  entirely  on  the  side  of  the  ene- 
my, that  the  American  Government  could  not, 
consistently  with  its  duty,  embrace  the  proposi- 
tions.* But  some  hope  of  an  amicible  adjust- 
ment was  inspired,  when  a  communication  was 
received  from  Admiral  Warren,  in  September, 
1812,  slating  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  Gov- 
ernment to  propose,  on  the  one  hand,  '•  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  should  instant- 
ly recall  their  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
aguinsi  Briti.oh  ships,  together  with  all  orders  and 
instructions  for  any  acts  of  ho>tiiity  whatever 
against  the  territories  of  His  Maje^ty,  or  the  per- 
sons or  properly  of  his  subjects;"  and  to  prom- 
ise, on  the  other  hand,  if  ihe  American  Govern- 
ment acquiesced  in  the  preceding  propusiiiou, 
that  instructions  should  be  issued  to  the  British 
squadrons,  to  discontinue  hostilities  against  the 
Uniied  Slates  and  their  citizens.  This  overture, 
however,  was  subject  to  a  further  qualification. 
*' that,  should  the  American  Government  accede 
to  the  proposal  lor  terminaiiiig  hostiliiies,  the 
British  Admiral  was  authorized  to  arrange  with 
the  American  Government,  as  to  the  revocation 
of  the  lawa  which  interdict  the  commerce  and 
ships  of  war  of  Great  Britain  from  the  hart»ors 
and  waters  of  the  United  Stales ;  but  that,  in  de- 
fault of  such  revocation  within  the  reasonable 
period  to  be  agreed  upon,  the  orders  in  Council 
would  be  revived.'*  The  American  Govern- 
ment at  once  expressed  a  disposition  to  embrace 
the  general  propo.'^ition  lor  a  cessation  of  hostil- 
ities, with  a  view  to  negotiation  ;  declared  that 
no  peace  could  be  durable,  unless  the  essential 
object  of  iiiipressment  was  adjusted  ;  and  offered, 
as  a  basis  of^  the  adjustment,  to  prohibit  the  eiQ- 
ploymeni  of  British  subjects  in  the  naval  or  com- 
mercial service  of  the  United  States;  but  adher- 
ing to  its  determination  of  obiaiuiug  a  reliellrum 
actual  sufferance,  the  suspension  of  the  practice 
of  impressment  pending  the  proposed  armistice, 
was  deemed  a  necessary  cousequeuce  ;  for  "it 
could  not  be  presumed,  wliile  the  parties  were 
engaged  in  a  negotiation  to  adjust  amicably  this 
important  difference,  that  the  United  States 
would  admit  the  right,  or  acquiesce  in  ihe  prac- 
tice of  the  opposite  parly  ;  or  that  Great  Briiain 
would  be  unwilling  to  restrain  her  cruiser^  from 
a  practice  which  would  have  the  strongest  effect 


•  See  the  letters  from  the  Department  of  Sutc  to 
Mr.  Russell,  dated  the  Wth  and  iOth  of  August,  1812, 
and  Mr.  Graham's  memorandum  of  a  conversation 
with  Mr,  Uaker,  the  British  secretary  of  legation,  en- 
closed in  the  last  letter. 

See,  also,  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Mr.  Raisell,  dated 
the  21bI  of  AugUHt,  1812. 

See  the  letters  of  Admiral  Warren  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  at  Ualiiax,  the  20th  of  September 
1812. 


to  defeat  the  negotiation."*  So  just,  so  rea- 
sonable, so  indispensable  a  preliminary,  without 
which  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  navigat- 
ing the  high  seas,  would  not  be  pUced.  by°the 
armisiice,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain.  Admiral  Warren  was  not  au- 
thorized to  accept;  and  the  effort  at  an  amicable 
adjustment,  through  that  channel,  was  necessa- 
rily abortive. 

But  long  before  the  overture  of  the  British  Ad- 
miral was  made,  (a  few  days,  indeed,  afier  the 
decUralion  of  war.)  the  reluctance  with  which 
the  United  Slates  had  resorted  to  arms  was  man- 
ifested by  the  steps  taken  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  hostilities,  and  to  hasten  a  restoration  of  peace. 
On  the  26th  day  of  June,  1812,  the  American 
Ctiarge  d'Affairs.  at  London,  was  instructed  to 
m^ke  ihe  proposal  of  an  armisiice  to  the  British 
Government  which  might  lead  to  an  adjustment 
of  all  differences,  on  the  single  condition,  in  the 
event  of  the  Orders  in  Council  being  repealed, 
that  instructions  should  be  issued,  suspending 
the  practice  of  impressment  during  the  armisiice. 
This  proposal  was  soon  followed  by  another,  ad- 
milling.  instead  of  positive  instructions,  an  in- 
formal understanding  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments on  the  subject. t  But  both  of  these  propo- 
sals were,  unhappily,  rejected.:^  And  when  a 
third,  which  seemed  to  leave  no  plea  for  hesita- 
tion, as  it  required  no  other  preliminary,  than 
thai  the  American  Minister,  al  London,  should 
find  in  the  British  Government  a  sincere  disposi- 
tion to  accommodate  ihe  difference  relative  to 
impressment,  on  fair  conditions,  was  evaded,  it 
was  obvious,  that  neither  a  desire  of  peace,  nor  a 
spirit  of  conciliation,  influenced  the  councils  of 
Great  Britain. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  American  Got- 
ernment  had  no  choice  but  to  invigorate  the  war; 
and  yet  it  has  never  lost  sight  of  the  object  of  all 
just  wars,  a  just  peace.  The  Emperor  of  Russia 
having  offered  his  mediation,  to  accomplish  that 
object,  it  was  instantly  and  cordially  accepted  by 
the  American  Government  ;||  but  it  was  peremp- 
torily rejected  by  ihe  British  Government.  The 
Emperor,  in  his  benevolence,  repeated  his  invita- 
tion ;  the  British  Government  again  rejected  it. 
At  last,  however.  Great  Briiain,  sensible  of  the 
reproach  to  which  such  conduct  would  expose 
her  throughout  Europe,  offered  to  the  American 
Government  a  direct  negotiation  for  peace,  and 
the  offer  was  promptly  embraced;  with  perfect 
confidence  ihai  the  British  Government  would 
be  equally  prompt  in  giving  effect  to  itsownpro- 


•  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  Admiral  Warren, 
dated  the  20lh  of  October,  1812. 

t  See  the  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  Sutc  to  Mr. 
Russell,  dated  the  26th  of  June  and  27th  of  July, 
1812. 

X  See  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Russell  and 
Lord  Castlercagh,  dated  August  and  September,  1812; 
and  Mr.  Russell's  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  September,  1812. 

0  See  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Monroe  and 
Mr.  Dwjchkoff,  in  March,  1813. 
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It  was    he  pretext  of  a  request  from  the  Oorernor 
General  of  the  Canadas,  for  aid  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect measures  of  retaliation  ;  while,  in  fact  the 
barbarous  nature  of  the  war  had  been  deliberateir 
settled  and    prescribed    by   the   British   Cabinet 
What  could  have  been  the  foundation  of  such  a 
request?     The  outrages,  and   the    irregularities 
which  too  often  occur  during  a  state  of  national 
hostilities,   in    violation  of  the   laws  of  civilized 
warfare,  are  always  to   be  lamented,  disavowed 
and  repaired,    by  a  just  and   honorable  Govern-' 


^sal.  But  fiuch  was  not  the  design,  or  the  course, 
t|f  that  Government.  The  American  Envoys  were 
Immediately  appointed,  and  arrived  at  Gotten- 
liurg,  the  dL\«itined  scene  of  negotiation,  on  the 
Hih  oi  April,  1814,  as  soon  as  the  season  admit- 
ftied.  The  i?ritish  Government,  though  regularly 
jnformed  ifipt  no  time  would  be  lost  on  the  part 
<iff  the  United  States,  suspended  the  appointment 
<A  Its  Envoys,  until  the  actual  arrival  of  the 
American  Envoys  should  be  formally  communi- 
oated.     This,  pretension,    however  novel  and  in- 

nispic.ous.  ^vcas  not  permuted  to  obstruct  the  path  me^nt"- ruViTdi^/vo  J«Th  ""'^/°"°;%b'^  Govern- 
.  peace  T^^  British  Government  next  propEs  d  ™e  off; red  there  LTofonr,''  ""  r  '^  ''^^'^^^ 
^transfer   toe  negotiation   from  Gottenburcr    to    vm^ence      '  WhV^  for  retaliatory 

ihent.  Th.s  change,  also,  notwithstanding"  t  e  ma  have  be^n  committed"h;;'"^  "rregularity 
.ecessary  delay,  was  allowed.  The  Amencan  "  the  Un.rpd  S.»rlc  .k  a  ^^  ""^  ""l  '^^  '^°°P» 
.Qvoys,  arriving  at  Ghent  on  the  24lh  oTjune  '  ^'  '  .-^_""'^  ?*^'^^^  '^e  American  Government 
tjmained  in  a  nioriityina  state  of  suspense  and 
ipeclalion.  (or  the  arrival  of  the  British  Envoys 
iptil  the  6th  of  August.  And  from  the  period  of 
fening  the  negotiations,  to  the  date  of  the  last 
^spatch  ot  the  31st  of  October,  it  has  been  seen 
^at  the  whole  of  the  diplomatic  skill  of  the  Brit- 
JiGoveromt'nt  hascooMsted  in  consuraincr  t,nje 
»^ithout  approaching  any  conclusion.  The  pa- 
ri^cation  of  Paris  had  suddenly  and  unexpect- 
Uly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  British  Govern- 
,*nl.  a  great  naval  and  military  force ;  the  pride 
d  passions. of  the  nation  were  artfully  excited 
inst  the  United  States ;  and  a  war  uf  desperate 
I  d  barbarous  character  was  planned,  at  the  very 
Jment  thaliihe  American  Government,  finding 
►1  maritime-citizens  relieved,  by  the  course  of 
kvnts,  from  ^ctual  sufferance,  under  the  practice 
i:  impressment,  had  authorized  its  Envoys  to 
i^ive  those  stipulations  upon  the  subject,  which 
itght,  otherwise,  have  been  indispensable  pre- 
lXI  lions.        !  ' 

Hitherto,  tIjeAmerican  Government  has  shown 

f  justice  of  Its  cause,  its  respect  for  the  rights 

•other  nations,  and  its  inherent  love  of  pelce 

^t   t|,e  scer»esof  the  war,  will,  also,  exhibit  a 
,  Xikiog  contrast,  between 
ted  States  and  thee 

ijl  I  "■'-•■'-••luiiiaiii.      in< 


has   been    ready,   upon   principles  of  sacred  and 
eternal  obligation,  to  disavow,  and,  as   far  as  it 
might  be  practicable,  to  repair."*  In  every  known 
instance  (and   they  are  few)   the  offenders   have 
been  subjected  to  the  regular  investigation  of  a 
military  tribunal;  and  an  officer  commanding  a 
party  of  stragglers,  who  were  guilty  of  unwortliy 
excesses,  xvas  immediately  dismissed  without  the 
form  of  a  trial  for  not  preventing   those  exces.ses. 
The  destruction  of  the  village  of  Newark,  adja- 
cent  to   Fort  George,  on    the  10th  of  December, 
IblJ,  was  long  subsequent  to  the  pillage  and  con- 
flagration committed  on  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, throughout  the  Summer  of  the  same  year- 
and  might  fairly  have  been  alleged  as  a  retaliation 
for  those  outrage?;  but,  in  fact,  it  was  justified 
Dy  the  American  commander  who  ordered  it  on 
the  ground   that  it  became  necessary  to  the  mili- 
tary operations  at  that  place;!  while  the  Ameri- 
can Government,  as  soon  as  it  heard  of  the  act 
on  the  6th  of  January.  1814.  instructed  the  Gen- 
eral commanding  the  Northern  army,  "to  disavow 
he  conduct  of  the  officer  who  committed  it ;  and 
to  transmit  to   Governor  Prevost  a   copy  of  the 
°;;'^,?:  ""'^.^.^  «:«Io' of  which    that   officer  had  act- 

cy.  which    taught  th*.  Prin..    „,.„.  .„.:  r-..   "  7    .    '.    '"*'  ''   "^d  been  with 


,  I  y  aggressor  jn  the  war,  has  induced  the  British 
i  ,  i''/T"V  i'^'^".^'"?  'he  daylight  truth  of  tne 
(  nfasaclion)  (ocall  the  atrocities  of  the  British 
^ir/Al*'"'"''  *  retaliation  upon  .he  example 
♦  he  American  troops  in  Canada.  The  United 
ites  tender  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  civilized 
Jld.  against   the  fabrication  of  such  a  charge; 

Ln 7,  '""T^  !."  '"PP*^^'  °^  'heir  appeal.  The 
,((wn  m.ral^  habits,  and  pursuits  of  Vhe.r  peo- 
J,  the  character  of  their  civil  and  political  in-  , 


that  the  perpetration  of  the  burning  of  the  town 
of  Newark  was  both  unauthorized  by  the  Amer- 
lean  Government,  and  abhorrent  to  every  Ameri- 
can feeling  ;  that  if  any  outrages  had  ensueTIhe 
wanton  and  unjustifiable  destruction  of  Newark 
pas^smg  the  bounds  of  just  retaliation,  they  were 
to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  ir  itatid  pas 
Mons  on  the  part  of  the  unfortunate  suflWersTy 
tl'at  event,  which,  in  a  state  of  active  warfare  i{ 

that  "it  wf"  ^Tf'  '""»^'^^^  '°  restram  ;  and 
that  It  was  as   little  congenial    to   the  dist 


A^U; 

^*jroy  and  ly  waste  such    towns  and  d.Mr.cts. 
'Ul^jMhe  coasf^  as  might   be  found  assailable ?"♦ 


ihi'h?h'^'!-'°r'  ^'o<^hrane's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 

Siifeth  S  ,:;''f  .I'i  "^'^  **"  Monroe-.  .'n.wer 
w«e  6ih  September,  1814. 

-    -i* 

li! 


JiedZ       J''^^,'"^*  •  l«"er.  to  the  Secretary  a    War, 
tiated  December  10  and  13,  18|j'. 

ui^^i  w  Vl'""  ''■°'"  ^^"^  Secretary  at  War.  to  Major 
t-eneral  Wilkin«,n,  dated  the  26th  ol  January,  1814 
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its  object  the  derastation  of  prirate  property."* 

But  the  disavowal  of  the  American  Government 
was  not   the  only  expiation  of  the   offence  com- 
mitted by  its  officer;  for  the  British  Government 
assumed  the  province  of  redress  in  the  indulgence 
of  its  own  vengeance.  A  few  days  after  the  burn- 
ing ol  Newark,    the   British   and    Indian    troops 
crossed  the  Niagara  for   this   purpose;  they  sur- 
prised and  seized  Fort  Niai^ara.  and  put   its  gar- 
rison  to   the  sword;  they   burnt   the   villages  of 
Lewistown,  Manchester,  Tuscarora,  Buffalo,  and 
Black  Rock;  slaughtering  and   abusing   the  uo 
armed  inhabitants;  until,  in  short,  they  had  laid 
waste  the  whole  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  levelling 
every  house  and  every  hut.  and  dispersing  beyond 
the  means  of  shelter,  in  the  extremity  of  the  win- 
ter, the   male  and    the   female,   the  old   and    the 
young.     Sir  George  Prevost   himself  appears  to 
have   been   sated   with   the  ruin   and    the   havoc 
which  had  been  thus  inflicted.     In  his  proclama- 
tion of  the  12lh  of  January,  1814.  he  emphatically 
declared,  that  for    the   burning  of  Newark.  "  the 
opportunity  of  punishment   had    occurred,   and  a 
full  measure  of  retaliation  had  taken  place;"  and 
"  that  It  was  not  his  intention  to  pursue  further  a 
system  of  warfare  so  revolting  to  his  own  feelings 
and  so  little  congenial   to  the  British  character 
unless  the   future  measures  of  the  enemy  .should 
compel  him  again   to   resort   to  it."t     Nay,  with 
his  answer   to   the    American  General,  already 
mentioned,  he  transmitted  "a  copy  of  that  proc- 
lamation as  expressive  of  the  determination  as  lo 
his  future  line  of  conduct ;"  and  added,  '"  that  he 
was  happy  to  learn  that  there  was  no  probability 
that  any  measures  on   the    part  of  the  American 
Government  would  oblige  him  to  depart  from  it."+ 
Where,  then,  shall  we  search  for  the  foundation 
of  the  call  upon  the  British  Admiral,  to  aid  the 
Governor  of  Canada  in  measures  of  retaliation  ? 
Great  Britain  forgot   the  principle  of  retaliation 
when  her  Orders  in  Council  were  issued  against 
the  unoffending  neutral,  in  resentmeul  of  outrages 
committed   by  her   enemy;  and  surely   she    had 
again    forgotten    the  same   principle   when    she 
threatened  an  unceasing  violation  of  the  laws  of 
civilized  warfare  in  retaliation  for  injuries  which 
never  existed,  or  which   the   American  Govern- 
ment  had   explicitly    disavowed,   or   which   had 
been   already  avenged    by    her  own   arms,   in    a 
manner   and    a  degree  cruel  and    unparalleled. 
The  American    Government,  afier   all,  has  not 
he>itated    to  declare,  that  *•  for    the  reparation  of 
injuries,  of  whatever  nature   they  may    be,   not 
sanctioned    by    the    law    of  nations,    which    the 
military  or   naval   force  of  either    Power   might 
have  committed   against   the  other,    it  would  al- 


•  8ee  the  letter  of  Major  General  Wilkinson,  to  Sir 
George  Prevost,  dated  the  28th  of  January,  1814,  and 
the  answer  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  dated  the  lOth  of 
February,  1814. 

I  See  Sir  George  Prevost's  proclamation,  dated  at 
Quebec,  the  12th  of  January,  1814. 

J  See  the  letter  of  Sir  George  Prevost  to  General 
Wilkinson,  dated  the  lOlh  of  February,  1814;  and  the 
Bnluh  General  Orders  of  lh«  22d  of  February,  1814. 


ways  be  ready  to  enter  into  reciprocal  arrange- 
ments; presuming  that  the  British  Government 
would  neither  expect  nor  propose  any  which  were 
not  reciprocal.* 

It  is  now,  however,  proper  to  examine  the  char- 
acter of  the  warfare  which   Great  Britain  has 
waged  against  the  United  States.     In  Europe,  it 
has  already  been  marked  with  astonishment  and 
indignation,  as  a  warfare  of  the  tomahawk,  the 
scalping  knife,  and   the  torch;  as  a  warfare  in- 
compatible with  the  usages  of  civized  nations; 
as  a  warfare,  that,  disclaiming  all  moral  influence, 
inflicts  an  outrage  upon  social  order,  and  gives  a 
shock  to  the  very  elements  of  humanity.     All  bel- 
lioferent  nations  can  form  alliances  with  the  sav- 
age.  the  African,  and    the  bloodhound  ;  but  what 
civilized  nation  has  selected  these  auxiliaries,  in  its 
hostilities?     It  does  not  require  the  fleets  and  ar- 
mies of  Great  Britain  to  lay  waste  an  open  coun- 
try; to   burn    unfortified    towns,  or   unprotected 
villages  ;  nor   lo    plunder  the  merchant,  the  far- 
mer, and   the  planter,  of  his  stores:   these  exploits 
may  easily  be  achieved    by  a  single  cruiser,  or  a 
petty    privateer;  but    when    have    such    exploits 
been  performed  on  the  coasts  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  or  of  ihe  British   islands,  by  the  naval 
and  military  force  of  any  belligerent  Power ;  or 
when  have  they  been  tolerated  by  any  honorable 
Government,  as  ihe  predatory  enterprise  of  armed 
individuals  ?     Nor  is  the  destruction  of  the  public 
edifices,  which  adorn  the  metropolis  of  a  country, 
and  serve  lo  commemorate  the  taste  and  science 
of  the  age.  beyond  the  sphere  of  action  of  the 
vilest  incendiary,  as  well  as  of  the  most  trium- 
phant conqueror.     It  cannot  be  forgotten,  indeed, 
that  in   the  course  of  ten  years  past,  the  capitals 
of  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe  have  been  con- 
quered, and  occupied  alternately,  by  the  victori- 
ous armies  of  each  other ;  f  and  yet  there  has  been 
no  instance  of  a  conflagration  of  the  palaces,  the 
temples,  or  the  halls  of  justice.    No;  such  exam- 
ples have  proceeded  from  Great  Britain  alone  ; 
a  nation  so   elevated    in  its  pride,  so  awful    in  its 
power,  and   so  affected   in  ils  tenderness  for   the 
liberties  of  mankind  !     The  charge  is  severe,  but 
let  the  facts  be  adduced. 

1.  Great  Britain  has  violated  the  principles  of 
social  law,  by  insidious  attempts  to  excite  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  into  acts  of  contumacy, 
treason,  and  revolt,  against  their  Government. 
For  instance: 

No  sooner  had  the  American  Government  im- 
posed the  restrictive  system  upon  its  citizens,  to 
escape  from  the  rage  and  depredation  of  the  bellig- 
erent Powers,  than  the  British  Government,  then 
professing  amity  towards  the  United  States,  issued 
an  order,  which  was,  in  effect, an  invitatioo  to  the 
American  citizen««fb  break  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, under  a  public  promise  of  the  British  protec- 
tion and  patronage,  "to  all  vessels  which  should 


•  Sec  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Admiral  Cochrane,  dated 
the  6th  of  September,  1814. 

t  See  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Admiral  Cochran*, 
dated  the  Cth  of  September  1814. 
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lige  in  an  illicit  trade,  without  bearing  the  cus- 
nary  ship's  document  and  papers."* 
►  ^gain:  During  a  period  of  peace  between  the 
J'fited    Slates  and    Great   Britain,   in    the   yeir 
rt)9,  the  Governor  General  of  the  Canadas  em- 
ijiyed  an  agent  (who  had  previously  been  enga- 
tji,  in  a  similar  service,  with  the  knowledge  and 
l^robation  o/  the  British  Cabinet)  "on  a  secret 
hd  confidential  mission,"  into  the  United  Slates, 
.rtlaring.  '•  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  his  able 
(^icution  of  such  a   mission,  would   give  him  a 
«^;iim.  not  only  on  the  Governor  Gt-neral.  but  on 
W  Majesty's  Ministers."     The  object  of  the  mis- 
I  a|^  was,  to  ascertain  whether  there  existed  a  dis- 
'  j^'ition  in  any  portion  of  the  citizens,  "  to  bring 
i  a]|i^ut  a  separation  of  the  Eastern  States  from  the 
jgW^ral  Unioo;  and  how  far,  in  such  an  event, 
jtjiy  would  look  up  to  England  for  assistance,  or 
^bjiJisposed  to  enter  into  a  connexion  with    her." 
•  1^  agent  wa>s  instructed  "  to  insinuate,  that  if  any 
.o^^he  citizens  should  wish  to  enter  inioacommu- 
|E*-^tionwith  ihe  British  Government,  through  the 
.CV^rernor  Gejieral,  he  was  authorized   to  receive 
Js'^^  commuijication  ;  and    that  he  would  safely 
VirL^smit  it  totthe  Governor  General."!     He  was 
(af(|redited  byja  formal  instrument,  under  the  seal 
tatf<l  signaturelof  tlie  Governor  General,  to  be  pro- 
,d>^ed.  "  if  he  ».awguod  ground  for  expecting  that 
;  tit  doing  so  imight  lead    to  a    more  confidential 
;c#:)municaiiqn    than    he   could    otherwise    look 
4ft4j"  and    he|was   furnished  with  a  cipher, ''for 
'Ci^rying  on    the   secret  correspondence.  I     The 
J  vijtue  and  patriotism  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
*.t£#-Siates,  w^-re  superior  to  the  arts  and  corrup- 
«tifif,  employe^  in  this  secret  and  confidential  mis- 
{S>^4)  if"  ever  was  disclosed  to  any  of  ihera  ;  and 
ttlifi.mission   i«elf  terminated   as  soon  as  the   ar- 
rsAjgement  wnh    Mr.   Erskine  was  announced. || 
,B^f.  in    the  act  of  recalling  the  .secret  emissary, 
ihwjvas   informed, '-that  the  whole  of  his  letters 
.wfje   transcribing  to   be  sent   home,  where   they 
♦c(  >^d   not  fait   of  doing  him  great  credit,  and   it 
iwif  hoped  they  might  eventually  contribute  to  his 
rpqrlnanent  advantage."^     To  endeavor  lo  realize 
ithxj  hope,  the  emissary  proceeded  to  London;  all 

•^tii|^tircumstancesofhismission  were  made  known 
jto(ijie  British  Minister;  his  services  were  appro- 
♦▼y  and  acknowledged  ;  and  he  was  sent  to  Cana- 
?d<  lor  a  reward,  with  a  recommendatory  letter 
:frf4(ii  Lord  Liverpool  to  Sir  George  Prevost, ''  sia- 
.iijfci  his  Lordbhip's  opinion  of  the  ability  and 
ju|vmeni  whiiih  Mr.  Henry  had  manifested  on 
^h>bccasions  mentioned  in  his  memorial,  (his  se- 
Icr^iand  confidential  missions,)  and  of  the  benefit 

f  JSee  the  in<truction«  to  the  commanders  of  Brit- 
ish., jhipa  of  war  and  privateers,  Jated  the  Uth  of 
Ajyfl,   1808. 

,  {pee  the  letter  from  Mr.  Rjland,  the  Secretary  of 
ih^-iJovernor  G,  neral,  to  Mr.  Henry,  dated  the  26ih  of 
Ja^ijarj,  1809. 

jKee  the  iettrr  of  Sir  James  Craig,  to  Mr.  Henry 
Uar^  February  6,  18C9. 

l^ee  the  sanie  letter,  and  Mr.  Ryiand's  letter  of  the 
jl6^'of  January)  1809. 

I  St^e  Mr.  Rylahd's  letter,  dated  the  26th  of  June  1809 


the  public  serrice  might  derire  from  his  aciire 
employment  in  any  public  siiuatiun.  in  which 
Sir  George  Prevost  might  think  proper  to  place 
him."*  The  world  will  judge  upon  these  facts 
and  the  rejection  of  a  Parliamentary  call,  for  the 
production  of  the  papers  relating  to  ihem,  uhat 
credit  is  due  to  the  Prince  Regent's  assenioD, 
'•that  Mr.  Henry's  mission  was  undertaken  with- 
out the  authority  or  even  knowled.e  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government."  The  first  mission  was  cer- 
tainly known  to  the  British  Governmeni.  at  the 
time  it  occurred  ;  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Gov- 
ernor General  expressly  states,  "  that  the  informa- 
tion and  political  observations,  heretoforce  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Henry,  were  transmitted  by  his 
Excellency  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  had  ex- 
pressed his  particular  approbation  of  ihem."t 
The  second  mission  was  approved  when  it  was 
known;  and  it  remains  for  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  explain,  upon  any  established  principles 
of  morality  and  justice,  the  essential  difference 
between  ordering  the  offensive  acts  to  be  done, 
and  reaping  the  Iruit  of  those  acts,  without  either 
expressly  or  tacitly  condemning  them. 

Again  :  These  hostile  attempts  upon  the  peace 
and   union  of  the   United   Stales,  preceding  the 
declaration  of  war,  have  been  followed  by  similar 
machinations,    subsequent    to   that    event.     The 
Governor  General  of  iheCanadns  has  endeavored, 
occasionally,   in   his   proclamations  and   eenerai 
orders,    to  dissuade    the    militia   of    the    United 
States  from   the  performance  of  the  duty  which 
they  owed  to  their  injured  country;  and  the  ef- 
forts at  Quebec  and  Halifax,  to  kindle  the  flame 
of  civil  war.  have  been  as  incessant  as  they  have 
been  insidious  and  abortive.     Nay,  the  Governor 
of  the  island  of  Barbadoes.   totally  forgetful  of 
the  boasted  article  of  the  British    magna  charta 
m  favor  of  foreign   merchants,  found  wiihin  the 
British  dominions  upon   the  breaking  out  of  hos- 
tilities, resolved  that  every  American   merchant, 
within  his  jurisdiction  at  the  declaration  of  war' 
should  at  once   be  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war' 
because  every  citizen  of  the   United  Slates  was' 
enrolled  in  the  militia  ;  because  the  militia  of  the 
United  States  were  required  to  serve  their  coun- 
try, beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  to  which  thev 
particularly  belonged  ;  and  because  the  militia  of 
"all  the  States,  which  had  acceded  to  this  mea- 
sure, were,  in  the  view  of  Sir  George  Beckwiih 
acting  as  a  French  conscription. "|  ' 

Again:  Nor  was  this  course  of  conduct  con- 
nned  to  the  colonial  authorities.  Ot  the  26ih  of 
October.  IS12.  the  British  Government lued  an 

ihP  R  ',"  K  w""';  ^"'^^"^'2'"?  the  Governors  of 
he  British  West  India  islands  to  grant   licenses 
to  American  vessels,  for  the  importation  and  ex- 
portation of  certain  articles,  enumerated   in  the 

order;  but.intheinstructions,  which  accompanied 
theorder.  it  was  expressly  provided,  that  "  what- 


•  See  the  letter  from  Lord  Liverpool  to  Sir  George 
Prevost,  dated  the  16lh  of  Septemh^.  1811.  * 

T  »ec  Mr.  Rylands  letter  of  the  26th  of  January.  1809. 

ISee  the  remarkable  Slate  paper,  issued  by  (iovernor 
WecJiwiUi,  at  Barbadoes,  on  the  iJth  of  Wovember  1812. 
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ever  importations  were  proposed  to  be  made,  from 
the  United  Slates  of  America,  should,  be  by 
licenses,  confined  to  the  ports  in  the  eastern  States 
exclusively,  unless  there  was  rea.son  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  object  of  the  order  would  not  be 
fulfilled,  if  licences  were  not  granted,  for  im- 
portations from  the  other  ports  in  the  United 
States."* 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  not 
hesitated  to  place  before  ihe  nation,  with  expres- 
sions ol  a  just  indignation,  '•  the  policy  of  Great 
Briirin  thus  proclaimed  to  the  world  ;  introducing 
into  her  modes  of  warfare,  a  system  equally  dis- 
tinguished by  the  deformity  of  its  features,  and 
the  dejiraviiy  of  its  character ;  and  having  for  its 
objfct  to  dis^olve  the  ties  of  allegiance  and  the 
sentiments  of  l(iy<iliy  in  ihe  adversary  nation; 
and  to  seduce  and  separate  its  component  parts, 
the  one  from  the  other. "f 

2.  Great  Britain  has  violated  the  laws  of  hu- 
manity and  honor,  by  seeking  alliances,  iu  the 
prosfcution  of  the  war,  with -savages,  pirates,  and 
slaves. 

The  B  itish  agency,  in  exciting  the  Indians  at 
all  limes  to  commit  hostilities  upon  the  frontier 
of  the  Uniied  Stales,  is  too  notorious  to  admit  of 
a  direct  and  general  denial.  It  has  sometimes, 
however,  been  said,  that  such  conduct  was  un- 
authorized by  the  British  Governmeni;  and  the 
Prince  Regeni,  seizing  the  single  instance  of  an 
intimation,  alleged  to  be  given  on  the  part  of  Sir 
Jdmfs  Craig,  the  Governor  of  the  Canadas,  that 
an  attack  was  meditated  by  the  Indians,  has  af- 
firmi^-d,  thai  ''the  charge  of  exciting  the  Indians 
to  offensive  measures  against  the  United  Slates, 
wa>  void  of  foundation;  that,  before  the  war  be- 
gan, a  policy  the  most  opposite  had  been  uniformly 
pursued  ;  and  that  proof  of  this  was  tendered  by 
Mr.  Foster  to  the  American  Govt- rnment."J  But 
i5  it  not  known  in  Europe,  as  well  as  iu  America, 
that  the  British  Northwest  Company  maintain  a 
constant  intt-rcuurse  of  trade  and  council  with  the 
Indians;  liiat  their  interests  are  often  in  direct  col- 
lision with  the  interests  of  ihe  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  that  by  means  of  the  inimical 
dispot>itions,  and  the  active  agencies  of  the  com- 
pany (seen,  understood,  and  tacitly  sanctioned  by 
the  local  authorities  of  Canada)  all  the  evils  of 
an  Indian  war  may  be  shed  upon  the  Uniied 
States,  without  the  authority  of  a  formal  order 
emanating  immediately  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment?    Hence,  the  American   Government, 


•  See  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  Bermuda, 
dated  the  Uth  of  January,  1814;  and  the  instructions 
from  the  British  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated 
November  9.  1812. 

tSre  the  Message  from  the  President  to  Congress, 
dated  the  24th  of  February,  1813. 

X  See  the  Prince  Regent's  declaration  of  the  lOth  of 
January,  1812. 

See.  also,  Mr.  Foster's  letters  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
the  28th  of  December,  1811,  and  the  7lh  and  8lh  of 
June,  1812;  and  .Mr.  Monroe's  answer,  dated  the  9th 
of  January.  1812,  and  the  10th  of  June,  1812;  and 
the  documents,  which  accompanied  the  correspondence. 


in  answer  to  the  eyasive  protestations  of  the  Brit- 
ish Minister,  residing  at  Washington,  frankly 
communicated  the  evidence  of  British  agency, 
which  had  been  received  at  different  periods, 
since  the  year  1807;  and  observed,  '' that  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  disposition  of  the  British 
Government,  the  conductof  its  subordinate  agents 
had  tended  to  excite  the  hostility  of  the  Indian 
tribes  towards  the  United  States;  and  that  in 
estimating  the  comparative  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject, ii  was  impossible  not  to  recollect  the  com- 
munication lately  made,  respecting  the  conduct 
of  Sir  James  Craig,  in  another  important  trans- 
action (the  employment  of  Mr.  Henry,  as  an  ac- 
credited agent,  to  alienate  and  detach  the  citizens 
of  a  particular  section  of  the  Union,  from  their 
Government)  which,  it  appeared,  was  approved 
by  Lord  Liverpool."* 

The  proof,  however,  that  the  British  agents  and 
military  officers  were  guilty  of  the  charge  thus 
exhibited,  become  conclusive  when,  subsequent 
to  the  communication  which  was  made  to  the 
British  Minister,  the  defeat  and  flight  of  General 

Proctor's  army,  on  the of ,  placed  in  the 

possession  of  the  American  commander  the  cor- 
respondence and   papers  of  the  British  cflScers. 
Selected   from    ihe  documents  which  were  ob- 
tained upon  that  occasion,  the  contents  of  a  few 
letters  will  serve  to  characterize  the  whole  of  the 
mass.     In  these   letters,  written   by  Mr.  McKee, 
the  British  agent,  to  Colonel  England,  the  com- 
mander of  the  British   troops,  superscribed,  "on 
His    Majesty's    service."  and    dated    during   the 
months  of  July  ami  August.  1794,   the  period  of 
General  Wayne's  successful   expedition   against 
the  Indians,  it  appears  that   the  scalps   taken  by 
the  Indians  were  sent  to  the  British  establishment 
at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  ;t  that  the  hostile  op- 
erations of  the   Indians  were  concerted  with  the 
British  agents  and  officers  ;+  that  when   certaiQ 
tribes   of  Indians.   ••  having  completed    the  bells 
they  carried  with  scalps  and  prisoners,  and  being 
without   provisions,  resolved  on   going   home,  it 
was  lamented  that  His  Majesty's  posts  would  de- 
rive no  security  from  the   late  great  influx  of  In- 
dians into   that  part  of  the  country  should   they 
persist  in  their  resolution  of  returning  so  soon;"R 
that  "the  British  agents  were  immediately  to  hold 
a  council  at  the  Glaze,  in  order  to  try  if  they  could 
prevail  on  the  Lake  Indians  to  remain  ;  but  that, 
without  provisions  and  ammunilion  being  sent  to 
that  place,  it  was  conceived  to  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  keep  them  together  ;"§  and  that  "  Colonel 
England  was  making  great  exertions   to  supply 
the  Indians  with  provisions."]!     But  the  language 
ot  the  correspondence  becomes,  at  length,  so  plain 


•  See  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Mr.  Foster,  dated  the 
10th  of  June,  1812. 

t  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  McKee  lo  Colonel  England, 
dated  the  2d  of  July,  1794. 

X  See  the  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 
the  5lh  of  July,  1794. 

II  See  the  same  letter. 

§  See  the  same  letter.  | 

II  See  the  same  letter.  ! 
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d^  direct,  that  it  seems  impossible  to  avoid  the  t  iotertwiniog  an  American  scalp  with  the  deco- 
•JLfJiclusion  of  a  Governmental  agency  on  the  part  i  rations  of  the  mace,  which  the  commander  of  the 
«j";Great  Britain,  in  advising,  aiding  and  conduct-  Northern  army  of  the  United  States  found  in  the 
mk  the  IndiiHi  war.  while  she  professed  friendship  i  Legislative  chamber  of  York,  the  capital  of  Up- 
JZnl  peace  to.vards  the  United   States.     "Scouts  i  per  Canada. 


ifcrfe  sent  (says  Mr.  .McKeeto  Colonel  England)  to 
ifjew  the  situation  of  the  American  arrny  ;  and  we 
i^iw  muster  (>ne  thousand  Indians.  AH  the  Lake 
atJians.  from  Sugana  downwards,  should  not  lose 
^^.^e  momeni  in  joining  their  brethren, as  every  ac- 
tiission  of  strength  is  an  addition  to  their  spirits."* 
4i)d  again:  "  I  have  been  employed  several  days 


<  y 


In  the  single  scene  that  succeeded  the  battle  of 
Frenchtown,  near  the  river  Raisin,  where  the 
American  troops  were  defeated  by  the  allies  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Proctor,  there  will 
be  found,  concentrated  upon  indisputable  proof, 
an  illustration  of  the  horrors  of  the  warfare  which 
Great  Britain  has  pursued,  and  still  pursues,  tn 
co-operation  wiih  the  savages  of  the  South,  as 
well  as  with  the  savages  of  the  North.  The 
American  army  capitulated  on  the  22d  of  Janu- 
ary. 1813  ;  yet,  after  the  faith  of  the  British  com- 
mander had  been  pledged  in  the  terms  of  the  ca« 
piiulation,  and  while  the  British  officers  and 
rttjiian  hostilities  against  the  Uoiteil   States  in  a  I  soldiers  silently  and  exultingly  contemplated  the 


^'^endeavoring  to  fix  the  Indians,  who  have  been 
ijven  from  their  villages  and  corn-fields,  between 


tdie  fort  and  t  lie  bay.  Swan  creek  is  generally  agreed 
tefon.  and  will  be  a  very  convenient  place  for  the 
£iivery  of  provisions,"  &,c.t  Whether,  under  the 
l&itfious  proot's  of  llie  British  agencv.  in  exciting 


tjijie  of  peac,?.  presented  in  the  course  of  the  pres- 
<i:tt  narrativtf,  the  Prince  Regent's  declaraiion, 
■nfit,  '•  befor^  the  war  began,  a  policy  the  most 
^ipusite  had  been  uniformly  pursued  by  theBrit- 
^h  Government. +  is  to  be  ascribed  to  a  want  of 
iiformaiion  or  a  want  of  candor,  the  American 


scene,  some  of  the  American  prisoners  of  war 
were  tomahawked,  some  were  shot,  and  some 
were  burnt.  .Many  of  the  unarmed  inhabitants 
of  the  Michigan  Territory  were  massacred;  their 
property  was  plundered,  and  their  houses  were 
destroyed.*     The  dead   bodies  of    the    mangled 


^»)vernQienMs  nut  disposed  more  particularly  to  !  Americans  were  exposed,  unhuried,  to  bedevour- 
ktvesiigate.  ;  j  ed  by  dogs  and  swine  ;  "  because,  as  the  British 

»  But.  indefiendent  of  these  causes  of  just  rom-  I  officers  declared,  the  Indians  would  not  permit  the 
^aint,  arising  in  a  time  of  peace,  it  will  be  found  '  interment  ;"t  and  some  of  the  Americans  who 
nat  when  the  war  was  declared,  the  alliance  of  j  survived  the  carnage  had  been  extricated  from 
«ie  British  Government  with  the  Indians  was  danger,  only  by  being  purchased  at  a  price,  as  a 
;*yowed  upoii  principles  the  most  novel,  produ-  part  ol  the  booty  belonging  to  the  Indians.  But, 
n  og  consequences  the  most  dreadful.     The  sav-  |  lo  complete  this  dreadlul  view  cf  human  deprav- 


»^s  were  brought  into  the  war  upon  the  ordinary 

feting  of  allies,  without  regard  to  the  inhuman 

^iaracter  of  their  warfa.e,  which  neither  spares 

ijge  nor  sex,  tind  which  is  more  desperate  towards 

ijte  captive  at   the  stake,  than  even   towards  the 

mbaiant  io  the  field.     It  seemed  to  be  a  stipu- 

Ijition  of  the;compact  between  the  allies  that  the 

Ktish  raigtjt  imitate,  but  should  not  control  the 

ocity  of  lie  savages.     While  the  British  troops 

^'hold  withjiut  compunction,  the  tomahawk  and 

e  scalping^  knife  brandished  against  prisoners, 

U  men  and  children,  and  even  against  pregnant 

i)men,   and   while  they   exultingly   accept   the 

•ijody  scalps  of  the  slaughtered  Americans;il  the 

■.^dian  expk'its  in   battle  are   recounted   and  ap- 

3»iuded  by  i-he  British  general  orders.     Rank  and 

^^tion  are  a.,signed  to  them  in  the  military  move- 

,^nis  of  the  British  army  ;  and  the  unhallowed 

[?gue  was  ratified  with  appropriate  emblems,  by 

y^*  See  the  letter  from   Mr.   McKee  to  Colonel  Eng- 

4Sad,  dated  tL.e  13th  of -August,  1794. 
i  jt  See  the  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 

Ji  30th  of  August,  1794.  j      'See  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the   House  of 

"tjSee  the  l/ince  Regent's  declaration  of  the  10th  of'  Representatives,  on  the  :il8t  of  July,   1812,  and  the 
nuary,  181:3.  j  depositions  and  documents  accompanying  it. 


ity  and  human  wretchedness,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  add,  that  an  American  physician  who  was  de- 
>paiched  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  ascertain  the  sit- 
uation of  his  wounded  brethren, and  two  persons, 
his  companions,  were  intercepted  by  the  Indians, 
in  their  humane  mission  ;  the  privilege  of  the  tlag 
was  disregarded  by  the  British  officers  ;  the  physi- 
cian, after  being  wounded,  and  one  of  his  com- 
panions were  made  prisoners,  and  the  third  person 
of  the  party  was  killed.^ 

But  the  savage  who  had  never  known  the  re- 
straints of  civilized  life,  and  the  pirate  who  had 
broken  the  bonds  of  society,  were  alike  the  objects 
of  British  conciliation  and  alliance  for  the  pur- 
poses of  an  unparalleled  warfare.  A  horde  of 
pirate*  and  outlaws  had  formed  a  confederacy 
and  establishment  on  the  island  of  Barrataria, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mississippi.  Will 
Europe  believe  that  the  commander  of  the  Brit- 
ish forces  addressed  the  leader  of  the  confederacy, 
from  the  neutral  territory  of  Pensacola,  "calling 
upon  him,  with  his  brave  followers,  to  enter  into 


jl  See  the  lotter  from   the  American  General  Uarri- 

t;n.  to  the  British  General  Proctor. 

'<See  a  lette/  from  the   British  Major  Muir,  Indian 

*«nt,  to  Cornel  Proctor,  dated  the  26lh  September, 
lWl2,  and  a  lt;tter  from  Colonel  St.  George  to  Colonel 
Aioctor,  dated  the  2«th  of  October,  1812,  found  among 
Vploael  Proctiir'a  papers. 


fSee  the  official  report  of  .Mr.  Baker,  the  agent  for 
the  prisoners,  to  Brigadier  General  WinchcBter,  dated 
the  26th  of  February.  1813. 

X  In  addition  to  this  description  of  savage  warfare 
under  British  auspicea,  see  the  facU  contained  in  the 
correspondence  between  General  Harruon  and  Gen- 
eral  Drummond. 
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the  service  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  he  should 
have  the  rank  of  captain  ;  promising  that  lands 
should  be  given  to  them  all.  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  ranks,  on  a  peace  taking  place  ;  assur- 
ing them  that  their  property  should  be  guaran- 
tied, and  their  persons  protected  ;  and  asking,  in 
return,  that  they  would  cease  all  hostilities  against 
Spain,  or  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  and  place 
their  ships  and  vessels  under  the  British  com- 
manding officer  on  the  station,  until  the  com- 
mander-m-chiePs  pleasure  should  be  known,  with 
a  guarantee  of  their  fair  value  at  all  events  ?"* 
There  wanted  only  to  exemplify  the  debasement  of 
such  an  act,  the  occurrence,  that  the  pirateshould 
spurn  the  proffered  alliance  ;  and,  accordingly. 
Lafiite's  answer  was  indignantly  given,  by  a  de- 
livery of  the  letter  containing  the  British  propo- 
sition, to  the  American  Governor  of  Louisiana. 

There  were  other  sources,  however,  of  support, 
which  Great  Britain  was  prompted  by  her  ven- 
geance to  employ,  in  opposition  to  the  plainest 
dictates  of  her  own  colonial  policy.  The  events 
which  have  extirpated  or  dispersed  the  white 
population  of  St.  Domingo,  are  in  the  recollection 
of  all  men.  Although  British  humanity  might 
not  shrink  from  the  infliction  of  similar  calami- 
ties upon  the  Southern  States  of  America,  the 
danger  of  that  course,  either  as  an  incitement  to 
a  revolt  of  the  slaves  in  the  British  islands,  or  as 
a  cause  for  retaliation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  ought  lo  have  admonished  her  against  it> 
adoption.  Yet,  in  a  furiiial  proclamation,  issued 
by  the  Commander-in-Chiei  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  .<'quadron-<  upon  the  American  station, 
the  slaves  of  the  American  planters  were  invited 
to  join  the  British  standard,  in  a  covert  phrase- 
ology, that  afforded  but  a  slight  veil  for  the  real 
design.  Thus,  Admiral  Cochrane,  reciting  '•  that 
it  had  been  represented  to  him  that  many  persons 
now  resident  in  the  United  Slates  had  expressed 
a  desire  to  withdraw  therefrom,  with  a  view  of 
entering  into  His  Majesty's  service,  or  of  being 
received  as  free -settlers  into  some  of  His  .Majes- 
jesty's  colonies,"  proclaimed  that  "all  those  who 
might  be  disposed  to  emigrate  from  the  United 
Slates  would,  with  their  families,  be  received  on 
board  of  His  Majesty's  ships  or  vessels  of  war.  or 
at  the  military  posts  that  might  be  e^tablished 
upon  or  near  the  coast  of  the  United  Slates,  when 
they  would  have  their  choice  of  either  entering 
into  His  Majesty's  sea  or  land  forces,  or  of  being 
sent  as  free  settlers  to  the  British  possessions  in 
North  America,  or  the  West  Indies,  whire  they 
would  meet  with  alt  due  encouraj:ement."t  But 
even  the  negroes  seem,  in  contempt  or  disgust,  to 
have  resisted  the  solicitation;  no  rebellion  or 
massacre  ensued  ;  and  the  allegation,  often  re- 
peated, that,  in  relation  to  ihose  who  were  seduced 
or  forced  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  jq- 

•  See  the  letter  addressed  by  Edward  Nichols,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  commanding  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
forces  in  the  Floridas,  to  Monsieur  Lafitte,  or  the  com- 
mandant at  Barrataria,  dated  the  31st  of  August,  1814. 

tSce  Admiral  Cochrane'*  proclamation,  dated  at 
Bermuda,  tho  2d  of  April,  1814. 


stances  have  occurred  of  some  being  afterwards 
transported  to  the  British  West  India  islands,  and 
there  sold  into  slavery  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap- 
tors, remains  without  contradiction.  So  compli- 
cated an  act  of  injustice  would  demand  the 
reprobation  of  mankind.  And  let  the  British 
Government,  which  professes  a  just  abhorrence 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  which  endeavors  to 
impose,  in  that  respect,  restraints  upon  the  do- 
mestic policy  of  France.  Spain,  and  Portugal, 
answer,  if  it  can,  the  solemn  charge  against  their 
faith  and  their  humanity. 

3.  Great  Britain  has  violated  the  laws  of  civil- 
ized warfare,  by  plundering  private  property  ;  by 
outraging  female  honor ;  by  burning  unprotected 
cities,  towns,  villages,  and  houses;  and  by  laying 
waste  whole  districts  of  an  unresisting  country. 

The  menace  and  the  practice  of  the  British 
naval  and  military  force  ''  to  destroy  and  lay  waste 
such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  American  coast 
as  might  be  found  assailable,"  have  been  excused 
upon  the  pretext  of  retaliation,  for  the  wanton 
destruction  committed  by  the  American  army  in 
Upper  Canada;"*  but  the  fallacy  of  the  pretext 
has  already  been  exposed  It  will  be  recollected, 
however,  that  the  act  of  burning  Newark  was 
instantaneously  disavowed  by  the  American  Gov- 
ernment;  that  It  occurred  in  December.  1813; 
and  that  Sir  George  Prevost  himself  acknowl- 
edged, on  the  lOih  of  February.  1814,  that  the 
measure  of  retaliation,  for  ail  the  previously  im- 
puted misconduct  of  the  American  troops,  was 
then  full  and  complete. f  Between  the  mouth  of 
February,  1814,  when  that  acknowledgment  was 
made,  and  the  month  of  August.  1814,  when  the 
British  Admiral's  denunciation  was  issued,  what 
are  the  outrages  upon  the  part  of  the  American 
troops  in  Canada  to  justify  a  call  for  retaliation? 
No;  it  was  the  system  not  the  incident  of  the 
war.  And  intelligence  of  the  sy.ttem  had  been 
received  at  Washington,  from  the  American 
agents  in  Europe,  with  reference  to  the  opera- 
tions of  Admiral  Warren  upon  the  shores  oi  the 
Chesapeake,  long  before  Admiral  Cochrane  bad 
succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  British  fleet  on 
the  American  station. 

As  au  appropriate  introduction  to  the  kind  of 
war  which  Great  Britain  intended  to  wage  against 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Slates,  transactions 
occurred  in  England,  under  the  avowed  direction 
of  the  Government  itself,  that  could  not  fail  to 
wouud  the  moral  sense  of  every  candid  and  gen- 
erous spectator.  All  the  officers  and  mariners  of 
the  American  merchant  ships,  who,  having  lost 
their  vessels  in  other  places,  had  gone  to  England 
on  the  way  to  America;  or  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  British  merchant  ships,  but  were  de- 
sirous of  reiurninfr  home;  or  who  had  been 
detained,  in  consequence  of  the  condemnation  of 
their  vessels  under  the  British  Orders  in  Council; 
or  who  had  arrived  in  England,  through  any  of 

•  See  Admiral  Cochrane's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
August  18,  1814. 

t  See  Sir  George  Prevoat'ji  letter  to  General  Wilkin- 
son, dated  the  lOth  of  February,  1814. 
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&*e  other  ca^uatfies  of  the  seafaring  life,  were 
iiodemned  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war;  nay, 
itftoe  of  ihenri  were  actually  impressed  while  soli- 
^la?  their  passports,  although  not   one  of  their 
J^mber  had  been  in  any  way  engaged  in  hoslili- 
fc|s   against    Great    Britain;    and    although    the 
iLinerican  G^vernraeiit  had  afforded  every  facility 
^  the  deparwre  of  the  same  class,  as  well  as  of 
5^ery  other  iclass  of  Briti>h    suhjecly,  from   the 
t'iiiled  Siateis,  for  a  reasonable    period   afier  the 
fficlaration  cf  war.*    But  this  act  of  injustice,  for 
Lliich  even  the  pretext  of  retaliation  has  not  been 
i^vaoced,  Wtts  accompanied   by  another  of  still 
gwater  cruelty  and   oppression.     The  American 
«*men,  who  had  been  enlisted  or  iinpre>sed  into 
t  naval  service  of  Great  l^rilain.  were  long  re- 
ined, and    many  of  them  are  yet  retained,  on 
^rd   of   Brjtish   ships   of  war,  where   they  are 
ftc^npelled  iq  combat  against   their  country  and 
A''ir  friend^;  and  even  when    the  British  Gov- 
kpment   tarjily  and   reluctantly  recognised    the 
f(/izenship  of"  impressed  Americans  to  a   number 
«||»:eeding  ot|e  thousand  at  a  single  naval  station, 
i|d  dismissed  thetn  from  iis  service  on  the  water, 

!was  only  10  immure  them  as  prisoners  of  war 
the  shori?.  These  unfortunate  persons,  who 
passed  ii&to  the  power  of  the  British  Govern- 
^|>nt  by  a  vcolalioa  of  their  own  rights  and  lo- 
K^ations.  as  well  as  of  the  rights  of  their  country. 
tf^ii  who  couid  only  be  regariied  as  llie  spoils  of 
»|^>Jawful  vitlence.  were  neverttieless  treated  as 
"  \  fruits  of  lawful  war.  Such  was  the  iiidpin- 
ication  which  Great  Britain  offered  for  the 
•^ngs  that  the  had  inflicted,  and  such  the  re- 
rd  which  she  bestowed  for  services  that  »he 
received. f 

or  has  the  spirit  of  British  warfare  been  con- 
f^i'd  to  violations  of  the  usages  of  civilized  na- 
tWis,  in  relation  to  the  United  States.  The 
jMtem  of  blockade,  by  Orders  in  Council,  has 
t^Q  revived ;  and  the  American  coast,  from 
laime  to  Louisiana,  has  been  declared,  by  the 
wgclamation  of  a  British  Admiral,  to  be  in  a  state 
(^blockade,  which  every  day's  observation  proves 
tWoe  practically  ineffectual,  and  wliich,  indeed, 
mn  whole  of  ihe  British  navy  would  be  unable  to 
«;force  and  maintain-^  Neither  the  Orders  in 
Qr^ncil.  acktjowledged  to  be  generally  unlawful, 
ap|  declared  :o  be  merely  retaliatory  upon  France, 
il^»  the  Berlin  and  .Milan  decrees,  which  [ilaced 
t^  British  tsjands  in  a  state  of  blockade  without 
t*#  force  of  a  single  squadron  to  maintain  it,  were, 
iJLjinnciple,  t'^ore  injurious  to  the  rights  of  neu- 
t%l  commerce  than  the  existing  blockade  of  the 
^iied  Stat<»s.  The  revival,  therefore,  of  the 
it^em.  withgui  the  retaliatory  pretext,  must  de- 


5*  See  Mr.  Eeuley'i  correspondence  with  the  Britith 
wyernmenl,  m  October,  November,  and  December, 
^2.  Ser,  aljso,  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  6ih 
A^uiy,  1812. 

♦'Sec  the  lt4ter  from  Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  McLeay, 
uJ^  the  13th  of  March,  1815. 

'See   the    sjccessive   blockades  announced   by  the 

it^b  Government,  and   the   succeBsive  naval   com- 

dert  on  the  American  atation. 


monstrate  to  the  world  a  determinatioD,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  to  acquire  a  commercial 
monopoly,  by  every  demonstration  of  her  naval 
power.     The    trade   of  the   United    States    with 
Russia,   and    with   other    northern    Powers,    by 
whose  Governments  no  edicts  violating   neutral 
rights  had  been  issued,  was  cut  off  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  of  the  year 
1807,  as  effectually  as   their   trade  with  France 
and  her  allies,  although  the  retaliatory  principle 
was  totally  inapplicable  to  the  case.     And    the 
blockade  of  the  year  1814  is  an  attempt  to  destroy 
the  trade  of  those  nations,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the 
other  nations  of  Europe,  with  the  United  States; 
while  Great  Britain  herself  with  the  same  policy 
and  ardor  that  marked  her  illicit  trade  with  France, 
when  France  was  her  enemy,  encourages  a  clan- 
destine iraflSc  between  her  subjects  and  the  Amer- 
ican citizens,  wherever  her    possessions  come  in 
contact  with  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

But,  approaching  nearer  to  the  scenes  of  plun- 
er  and  violence,  of  cruelly  and  conflagration, 
which  the  British  warfare  exhibits  on  the  coast 
of  the  United  States,  it  roust  be  again  asked  what 
acts  of  the  American  Government,  of  its  ships  of 
war,  or  of  its  armies,  had  occurred,  or  were  even 
alleged  as  a  pretext,  for  the  perpetration  of  this 
series  of  outrages?  It  will  not  be  a^serted  that 
they  were  sanctioned  by  the  usages  of  modern 
war.  becau-e  the  sense  of  all  Europe  would  revolt 
at  the  assertion.  It  will  not  be  said  that  they 
were  the  unauthorized  excesses  of  the  British 
troops,  because  .-carcely  an  act  of  plunder  and 
violence,  of  cruelty  and  conflagration,  had  been 
comrailied,  except  in  the  immediate  presence, 
under  the  positive  orders,  and  with  the  personal 
agency  ol  British  officers.  It  must  not  be  again 
insinuated  that  they  were  provoked  by  the  Amer- 
ican example,  because  it  has  been  demonstrated 
that  all  such  insinuations  are  without  color  and 
without  proof.  And,  after  all,  the  dreadful  and 
disgraceful  progress  of  the  British  arms  will  be 
traced,  as  the  effect  of  that  animosity,  arising  out 
of  recollections  connected  with  the  American 
Revolution,  which  has  already  been  noticed;  or, 
a^  the  effect  of  that  jealou>y  which  the  commer- 
cial enterprise  and  native  resources  of  the  United 
States  are  calculated  to  excite  in  the  councils  of 
a  nation  aiming  at  universal  dominion  upon  the 
ocean. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1813,  the  inhabitants  of 
Poplar  Island,  in  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  were 
pillaged,  and  the  cattle  and  other  live  stock  of  the 
firmers,  beyond  what  the  enemy  could  remove, 
were  wantonly  killed.* 

In  the  same  month  of  April,  the  wharf,  the 
store.s,  and  the  fishery,  at  Freochtown  Landing, 
were  destroyed,  and  the  private  stores  and  store- 
houses in  the  village  of  Freochtown  were  burnt.t 

In  the  same  month  of  April  the  enemy  landed 
repeatedly  on  Sharp's  Island,  and  made  a  general 

•  See  the  deposition  of  William  Sears. 

tSee  the  depoaitions  of  Fritby  Anderson  and  Cor- 
delia Pennington. 
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5weep  of  the  stock,  affecting  howerer  to  pay  for 
a  part  of  it.* 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1813,  the  town  of  Havre-de- 
Grace  was  pillaged  and  burnt  by  a  force  under 
the  command  of  Admiral  Cockburn.  The  Brit- 
ish officers  beii^g  admonished  "  that,  with  civilized 
nations  at  war,  private  property  had  always  been 
respected,"  hastily  replied,  "  that,  as  the  Ameri- 
cans wanted  war,  they  should  now  feel  its  effects, 
and  that  the  town  should  be  laid  in  ashes."  They 
broke  the  windows  of  the  church ;  they  purloined 
the  bouses  of  the  furniture  ;  they  stripped  women 
and  children  of  their  clothes;  and  when  an  un- 
fortunate female  complained  that  she  could  not 
leave  her  house  with  her  little  children,  she  was 
unfeelingly  told,  ''that  her  house  should  be  burnt 
with  herself  and  her  children  in  it."t 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1813,  Fredericktown  and 
Georgetown,  situated  on  Sassafras  river,  in  the 
Stale  of  Maryland,  were  pillaged  and  burnt,  and 
the  adjacent  country  was  laid  waste,  by  a  force 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Cockburn,  and 
the  officers  were  the  most  active  on  the  occasion. + 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1813,  the  British  forces 
made  an  attack  upon  Craney  Island,  with  a  view 
lo  obtain  possession  of  Norfolk,  which  the  com- 
manding officers  had  promised,  in  case  of  success, 
to  give  up  to  the  plunder  of  the  troops.)  The 
British  were  repulsed ;  but,  enraged  by  defeat 
and  disappoioimeat,  their  course  was  directed  to 
Hampton,  which  they  entered  on  the  —  of  June. 
The  scene  that  ensued  exceeds  all  power  of  de- 
scription, and  a  detail  of  facts  would  be  offensive 
to  the  feelings  of  decorum  as  well  as  of  human- 
ity. "'A  defenceless  and  unresisting  town  was 
given  up  to  indiscriminate  pillage,  though  civil- 
ized war  tolerates  this  only  as  to  fortified  places 
carried  by  as.sault,  and  after  summons.  Individ- 
uals, male  and  female,  were  stripped  naked  ;  a  sick 
man  was  stabbed  twice  m  the  hospital;  another 
sick  man  shot  in  his  bed,  and  in  the  arms  of  his 
wife,  who  was  al.so  wounded,  long  after  the  re- 
treat of  the  American  troops;  and  females,  the 
married  and  the  single,  suffered  the  extremity  of 
personal  abuse  from  the  troops  of  the  enemy,  and 
from  the  infatuated  negroes,  at  their  instigation."^ 

*  See  Jacob  Gibson's  deposition. 

t  See  the  deposition  of  WiUiam  T.  Killpatrick,  James 
Wood,  Rosanna  .Moore,  and  R.  Mansfield. 

\  See  the  depositions  of  John  «tavely,  Wilham  Spen- 
cer, Jo«hua  Wood,  James  Scanlan,  Richard  Barnaby, 
F.  B.  Chandlear,  Jonathan  Greenwood,  John  .\llen, 
T.  Robertson,  M.  N.  Cannon,  and  J.  T.  Vearej. 

I  See  General  Taylor's  letter  to  the  SecreUry  of 
War,  dated  the  2d  of  July,  1813. 

§  See  the  letters  from  General  Taylor  to  Admiral 
Warren,  dated  the  29th  of  June,  1813  ;  to  General  Sir 
Sidney  Beck  with,  dated  the  4th  and  5th  of  July,  1813; 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  2d  of  July,  1813  ; 
and  lo  Captain  Myers,  of  the  last  dale.  See  also  the 
letter  from  Major  Crutchfield  to  Governor  Barbour, 
dated  the  20th  of  June,  1813;  the  letters  from  Captain 
Cooper  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Mallory,  dated  in  July, 
1813;  the  report  of  Messrs.  Griffin  and  Lively  to  Major 
Crutchfield,  dated  the  4th  of  July,  1813;  and  Colonel 
Parker's  pubUcation  in  the  Enquirer. 
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The  fact  that  these  atrocities  were  committed, 
the  commander  of  the  British  fleet,  Admiral  War- 
ren, and  the  commander  of  the  British  troops,  Sir 
Sidney  Beckwith,  admitted,  without  hesitation;* 
but  they  resorted,  as  on  other  occasions,  to  the 
unworthy  and  unavailing  pretext  of  a  justifiable 
retaliation.     It  was  said,  by  the  British  General, 
'•  that  ihe  excesses  at  Hampton  were  occasioned 
by   an   occurrence  at   the  recent  attempt    upon 
Craney  Island,  when  the  British  troops  in  a  barge, 
stjnk  by  the  American  guns,  clung  to  the  wreck 
of  the  boat,  but  several  Americans  waded  off  from 
I  the  island,  fired  upon,  and  shot  these  men."    The 
truth  of  the  assertion   was  denied;  the  act,  if  it 
had   been   perpetrated   by  the  American   troops, 
was   promptly   disavowed   by  their  commander, 
and  a  board  of  officers  appointed  to  investigate 
the  facts,  after  stating  the  evidence,  reported  'an 
unbiassed   opinion,  that  the  charge  against  the 
American  troops  was  unsupported,  and  that  the 
character  of  the  American  soldiery  for  humanity 
and  magnanimity  had  not  been  committed,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  confirmed."!     The  result  of  this 
inquiry  was  communicated  to  the  British  Gene- 
ral;  reparation   was  demanded;  but  it  was  soon 
perceived  that,  whatever  might  personally  be  the 
liberal   dispositions  of  that  officer,  no  adequate 
reparation  could  be  made,  as  the  conduct  of  his 
troops  was  directed  and  sanctioned  by  his  Gov- 
ernment.J 

During  the  period  of  these  transactions,  the 
village  of  Lewistown,  near  the  capes  of  the  Del- 
aware, inhabited  chiefly  by  fishermen  and  pilots, 
and  the  village  of  Stonington,  seated  upon  the 
shores  of  Connecticut,  were  unsuccessfully  bom- 
barded. Armed  parties,  led  by  officers  of  rank, 
landed  daily  from  the  British  squadron,  making 
predatory  incursions  into  the  open  country  ;  rifling 
and  burning  the  houses  and  cottages  of  p>eaceable 
and  retired  families  ;  pillaging  the  produce  of  the 
planter  and  farmer,  (their  tobacco,  iheir  grain,  and 
their  cattle  ;)  committing  violence  on  the  persons 
of  the  unprotected  inhabitants;  seizing  upon 
slaves,  wherever  they  could  be  found,  as  booty  of 
war;  and  breaking  open  the  coffins  of  the  dead, 
in  search  of  plunder,  or  committing  robbery  on 
the  altars  of  the  church  at  Chaptico,  St.  Inigoes, 
and  Tappahannock,  with  a  sacrilegious  rage. 

But  the  consummation  of  British  outrage  yet 
remains  to  be  stated  from  the  awful  and  imperish- 
able memorials  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  It 
has  been  already  observed,  that  the  massacre  of 
the  American  prisoners,  at  the  river  Raisin,  oc- 
curred in  January,  1813;    that   throughout   the 


•  See  Admiral  Warren's  letter  to  General  Taylor, 
dated  the  29th  of  June,  1813;  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith 's 
letter  to  General  Taylor,  dated  on  the  same  day ;  and 
the  report  of  Captain  Myers  lo  General  Taylor,  of  July 
2,  1813. 

t  See  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
officers  appointed  by  the  general  order  of  the  1st  of 
July,  1813. 

\  See  General  Taylor's  letter  to  Sir  Sidney  Beck- 
with, dated  the  5th  of  July,  1813,  and  the  answer  of 
the  following  day. 
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!^^ne  year,  the  desoUting  warfare  of  Great  Brit- 

^*),  withouf  once  alleging  a  retaliatory  excuse, 
^de   the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  of  its 
bulary  rivers,  a  general  scene  of  ruin  and  dis- 
ss; and  that  in  the  month  of  February,  1814. 
»r  George  Prevost  himself  acknowledged,  that 
5\,e  measures  of  retaliation  for  the  unauthorized 
■Jirning  of  Newark,  in  December,  1813,  and  for 
the  excesses  which  had  been  imputed  to  the 
Jnerican  Army,  was,  at  that  time,  full  and  com- 
ttte.    The  VoitPd  States,  indeed,  regarding  what 
'\s  due  to  riieir  own  character,  rather  than  what 
J^jdue  to  the  conduct  of  their  enemy,  had  forborne 
Jfiftuthorize  a  just  retribution,  and  even  disdained 
iplace  thedestruclion  of  Newark  to  retaliatory 
>^ount  for  <he  general  pillage  and  conflagration 
•lich  had  bten  previously  perpetrated.  It  vra<  not 
fihout  ast(jnishment.  therefore,  that,  after  more 
'\n  a  year  of  patient  suffering,  they  heard    it 
inounced  in  August,  1814,  that  the  towns  and 
f  ^tricts  upon    their  coast  were  to  be  destroyed 
t^^  laid  waste,  in  revenge  for  unspecified  and  un- 
J^own  acts  of  destruction  which  were  charged 
inst  the  American  troops  in  Upper  Canada, 
•sie   letter   of  Admiral   Cochrane  was  dated  on 
,e  18th,  but  it  was  not  received  until  the  31st  of 
gust,  1814.     In  the  intermediate  lime,  the  en- 
|i^y  debarked  a  body  of  about  five  or  six  thou- 
l^od  troops  at  Benedict,  on  the  Patuxent,  and  by 
kudden  an<l  steady  march  through  Bladensburg 
tproached  the  City  of  Washington.     This  city 
,|d  been  selected  for  the  Seat  of  the  American 
^vernmeut.  but  the  number  of  its  houses  does 
,^t  exceed  nine  hundred,  spread  over  an  extensive 
(fe;  thewhole  number  of  its  inhabitants  does  not 
■:  ceed  eight  thousand;  and  the  adjacent  country 
1+  thinly  populated.     Although  the  necessary  nre- 
■  autions  had  been  ordered  to  assemble  the  militia 
r  the   defence  of  the  city,  a  variety  of  causes 
imbined  to  render  the  defence  unsuccessful ;  and 
be  enemy  took  possession  of  Washington  on  the 
^ening  of  the  24th  of  August,  1814.     The  com- 
't^anders  of  the  British  force  held,  at  that  time, 
dmiral  Cochrane's  desolating  order,  although  it 
as  then  unknown  to  the  Government  and  the 
>ople  of  the  United  States ;  but.  conscious  of  the 
nger  of  so  distant  a  separation  from  the  British 
li^et,  and  desirous,  by  every  plausible  artifice,  to 

Ster  the  citizens  from  flying  to  arms  a^aiust  the 
vaders.  they  disavowed  ail  design  of  injuring 
ivate  persons  and  property,  and  gave  assurances 
*f  protection  wherever  there  was  submission. 
Pencral  Ross  and  Admiral  Cockburn  then  pro- 
ceeded in  person  to  direct  and  superintend  the 
i^siness  of  conflagration  in  a  place  which  had 
I'^elded  to  their  arras,  which  was  unfortified,  and 
Vy  which  no  hostility  was  threatened.  They  set 
▼j-e  to  the  Capitol,  within  whose  walls  were  con- 
tained the  halls  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
VJtates.  the  hall  of  their  highest  tribunal  for  the 
filministration  of  justice,  the  archives  of  the 
J.,egislature,and  the  IVafional  Library.  They  set 
|tre  to  the  edifice  which  the  United  States  had 
*fected  for  the  residence  of  their  Chief  Magis- 
^»ate;  and  t^jey  set  fire  to  the  costly  and  extensive 
Uildings  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the 


I 


principal  officers  of  the  GroverDment  in  the  trans* 

action  of  the  public  business.  These  magnificent 
monuments  of  the  progress  of  the  art,"*,  whicli 
America  had  borrowed  from  her  parent  Europe, 
with  all  the  testimonials  of  taste  and  literature 
which  they  contained,  were,  on  the  memorable 
night  of  the  24th  of  August,  consigned  to  the 
flames,  while  British  officers  of  high  rank  and 
command  united  with  Iheir  troops  in  riotous 
carousals  by  the  light  of  the  burning  pile. 

But  the  character  of  the  incendiary  had  so  en- 
tirely superseded  the  character  ol  the  soldier  on 
this  unparalleled  expedition,  that  a  great  portion 
of  the  munitions  of  war  which  had  not  been  con- 
sumed when  the  Navy  Yard  was  ordered  to  be 
destroyed  upon  the  approach  of  the  British  troops, 
were  left  untouched  ;  and  an  extensive  foundry  of 
cannon,  adjoining  the  City  of  Washington,  was 
left  uninjured  ;  when,  in  the  night  of  the  25th  of 
August,  the  army  suddenly  decamped,  and  re- 
turning, with  evident  marks  of  precipitation  and 
alarm,  to  their  ships,  left  the  interment  of  their 
dead,  and  the  care  of  their  wounded,  to  the  enemy 
whom  they  had  thus  injured  and  insulted,  in  rio- 
lation  of  the  laws  of  civilized  war. 

The  counterpart  to  the  scene  exhibited  by  the 
British  army  was  next  exhibited  by  the  British 
navy.  Soon  after  the  midnight  flight  of  General 
Ross  from  Washington,  a  squadron  of  British 
ships  of  war  ascended  the  Potomac,  and  reached 
the  town  of  Alexandria  on  the  27th  of  August, 
1314.  The  magistrates,  presuming  that  the  gene- 
ral destruction  of  the  town  was  intended,  a<ked 
on  what  term*;  it  might  be  saved.  The  naval 
commander  declared,  "  that  the  only  conditions 
in  his  power  to  offer  were  such  as  not  only  re- 
quired a  surrender  of  all  naval  and  ordnance 
stores,  (public  and  private.)  but  of  all  the  ship- 
ping, and  of  all  the  merchandise  in  the  city,  as 
well  as  such  as  had  been  removed  since  the  19th 
of  August."  The  conditions,  therefore,  amounted 
to  the  entire  plunder  of  Alexandria,  an  unfortified 
and  unresisting  town,  in  order  to  save  the  build- 
ings from  destruction.  The  capitulation  was 
made,  and  the  enemy  bore  away  the  fruits  of  his 
predatory  enterpri-e  in  triumph. 

But,  even  while  this  narrative  is  pas-ing  from 
the  press,  a  new  retaliatory  pretext  has  been 
formed,  to  cover  the  disgrace  of  the  scene  which 
was  transacted  at  Wasnington.  In  the  address 
of  the  Governor-in-Chief  to  the  Provincial  Par- 
liament of  Canada,  on  the  24th  of  January,  1815, 
it  is  asserted,  in  ambiguous  language.  "  that,  as  a 
just  retribution,  the  proud  Capitol  at  Wa>hing- 
ton  has  experienced  a  similar  fate  to  that  inflicted 
by  an  American  force  on  the  Seat  of  Government 
in  Upper  Canada."  The  town  of  York,  in  Upper 
Canada,  was  taken  by  the  American  Ariuy  under 
the  command  ol  General  Dearborn,  on  the  27th 
of  April,  1813  ;*  and  it  was  evacuated  on  the  suc- 
ceeding 1st  of  May  ;  although  it  was  again  visited 
for  a  day.  by  an  American  squadron,  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Chauncey.  on  the  4th  of 


•  See  the  letters  of  General  Dearborn  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  dated  the  27lh  and  28th  of  April,  1813. 
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August.*  At  the  time  of  the  capture,  the  enemy, 
on  his  retreat,  set  fire  to  his  magazine,  and  the 
injury  produced  by  the  explosion  was  great  and 
extensive;  but  neither  then,  nor  on  the  visit  of 
Commodore  Chauncey.  was  any  edifice,  which 
had  been  erected  for  civil  uses,  destroyed  by  the 
authority  of  the  military  or  the  naval  commander  ; 
and  the  destruction  of  such  edifices,  by  any  part 
of  their  force,  would  have  been  a  direct  violation 
of  the  positive  orders  which  they  had  issued.  On 
both  occasions,  indeed,  the  public  stores  of  the  en- 
emy were  authorized  to  be  seized,  and  his  public 
storehouses  to  be  burnt  ;  but  it  is  known  that  pri- 
vate persons,  houses,  and  property,  were  left  un- 
injured. If,  therefore,  Sir  George  Prevost  deems 
such  acts  inflicted  on  '"  the  Seat  o(  Government 
in  Upper  Canada"  similar  to  the  acts  which  were 
perpetrated  at  Washington,  he  has  yet  to  perform 
the  task  of  tracing  the  feature!"  of  similarity; 
since  at  Washington  the  public  edifices,  which 
had  been  erected  for  civil  uses,  were  alone  de- 
stroyed, while  the  munitions  of  war  and  the  foun- 
dries of  cannon  remained  untouched. 

If,  however,  it  be  meant  to  aflirm,  that  the  pub- 
lic edifices,  occupied  by  the  Legislature,  by  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  by  the  courts  of  justice,  and  by 
the  civil  functionaries  of  the  Province  of  Up- 
per Canada,  with  the  Provincial  library,  were 
destroyed  by  the  American  force,  it  is  an  occur- 
rence which  has  never  been  before  presented  to 
the  view  of  the  American  Government,  by  its 
own  oflicers,  as  matter  of  information;  nor  by 
any  of  the  military  or  civil  authorities  of  Canada 
as  matter  of  complaint ;  it  is  an  occurrence  which 
no  American  had  in  any  degree  authorized  or 
approved;  and  it  is  an  occurrence  which  the 
American  Government  would  have  censured,  and 
repaired  with  equal  promptitude  and  liberality. 

But  a  tale  told  thus  out  of  date,  for  a  special 
purpose,  cannot  command  the  confidence  of  the 
intelligent  and  the  candid  auditor;  for,  even  if  the 
fact  of  conflagration  be  true,  suspicion  must  at- 
tend the  cause  for  so  long  a  concealment,  with 
motives  so  strong  for  an  immediate  disclosure. 
When  Sir  George  Prevost,  in  February,  1814,  ac- 
knowledged that  the  measure  of  retaliation  was 
full  and  complete  for  all  the  preceding  miscon- 
duct imputed  to  the  American  troops,  was  he  not 
apprized  of  every  fact  which  had  occurred  at 
York,  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,  in  the  months 
of  April  and  August,  1813?  Yet  neither  then, 
nor  at  any  antecedent  period,  nor  until  the  24th 
January,  1815,  was  the  slightest  intimation  given 
of  the  retaliatory  pretext  which  is  now  offered. 
When  the  Admirals  Warren  and  Cochrane  were 
employed  in  pillaging  and  burning  the  villages 
on  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake,  were  not  all  the 
retaliatory  pretexts  for  the  barbarous  warfare 
known  to  those  commanders  ?  And  yet,  "  the 
fate  inflicted  by  an  American  force  on  the  Seat 
of  Government  in  Upper  Canada,"  was  never 
suggested  in  justification  or  excuse  !  And  finally, 
when  the  expedition  was  formed  in  August.  1814, 

•  See  tho  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  the  4th  of  August,  1813. 


for  the  destruction  of  the  public  edifices  at  Waxh- 
ington,  was  not  the  "similar  fate  which  had  been 
inflicted  by  an  American  force  on  the  Seat  of 
Government  in  Upper  Canada,"  known  to  Admiral 
Cochrane,  as  well  as  to  Sir  George  Prevost,  who 
called  upon  the  Admiral  (it  is  alleged)  to  carry 
into  effect  measures  of  retaliation  against  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States?  And  yet.  both 
the  call  and  the  compliance  are  founded  (not 
upon  the  destruction  of  the  public  edifices  at  York, 
but)  upon  the  wanton  destruction  committed  by 
the  American  Army  in  Upper  Canada,  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Province,  for  whom  alone  repa- 
ration was  demanded. 

An  obscurity,  then,  dwells  upon  the  fact  alleged 
by  Sir  George  Prevost,  which  has  not  been  dissi- 
pated by  inquiry.     Whether   any  public  edifice 
was   improperly  destroyed   at  York,  or  at  what 
period  the  injury  was  done,  il  done  at  all,  and  by 
what  hand  it  was  inflicted,  are  points  that  ought 
to  have  been  stated  when  the  charge  was  made; 
surely  it  is  enough,  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Grovernment,  to  repeat,  that  the  fact  alleged  was 
never  before  brought  to  its  knowledge  for  inves- 
tigation, disavowal,  or  reparation.     The  silenc* 
of  the  military  and  civil  officers  of  ihe  Provincial 
Government  of  Canada,  indicates,  too.  a  sense  of 
shame,  or  a  conviction  of  the  injustice  of  the  pres- 
ent reproach.     It  is  known  that  there  could  nave 
been  no  other  public  edifice  for  civil  uses  destroyed 
in  Upper  Canada,  than  the  House  of  the  Provin- 
cial  Legislature,  a  building  of  so  little  cost  and 
ornament  as  hardly  to  merit  consideration,  and 
certainly  afffording  neither  parallel  nor  apology 
for   the  conflagration  of  the  splendid   structures 
which    adorned    the    Metropolis   of   the   United 
Slates.     If,  however,  that  House  was  indeed  de- 
stroyed, may  it  not  have  been  an  accidental  con- 
sequence of  the  confusion  in  which  the  explosion 
of  the  magazine  involved  the  town  ?     Or, perhaps, 
it  was  hastily  perpetrated  by  some  of  the  enraged 
troops,  in  the  moment  of  anguish  for  the  loss  of  a 
beloved  commander,  and  their  companions,  who 
had  been  killed   by  that  explosion,  kindled  as  it 
was  by  a  defeated  enemy  for  the  sanguinary  and 
unavailinp;  purpose.     Or,  in  fine,  some  suffering 
individual,  remembering  the  slaughterof  his  breth- 
ren at  the  river  Raisin,  and  exasperated  by  the 
spectacle  of  a  human  scalp  suspended  in  the  Legis- 
lative Chamber,  over  the  seat  of  the  Speaker,  may, 
in  the  paroxysm  of  his  vengeance,  have  applied, 
unauthorized  and  unseen,  the  torch  of  vengeance 
and  destruction. 

Many  other  flagrant  instances  of  British  vio- 
lence, pillage,  and  conflagration,  in  defiance  of 
the  laws  of  civilized  hostilities,  might  be  added  to 
the  catalogue  which  has  been  exhibited;  but  the 
enumeration  would  be  superfluous,  and  it  is  time 
to  close  so  painful  an  exposition  of  the  causes  and 
character  of  the  war.  The  exposition  had  become 
necessary  to  repel  and  refute  the  charges  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  when,  by  his  declaration  of  Jan- 
uary, 1813,  he  unjustly  states  the  United  States  to 
be  the  aggressors  in  the  war ;  and  insultingly  as- 
cribes the  conduct  of  the  American  Government 
to  the  influence  of  French  councils.     It  was,  also, 
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n^lessary  to  vindicate  the  course  of  the  United 
Si(;tes  m  the  prosecutioD  of  the  war,  and  to  ex- 

s  p^;e  to  the  view  of  the  world  the  barbarous  sys- 
t(|f^  of  hostilfties  which  the  British  Government 
hf^  pursued.  Having  ;«ccomplished  these  pur- 
pises,  the  American  Government  recurs  with 
PY«sure  to  a  contemplaiion  of  its  early  and  con- 
tinued efforis  for  the  restoration  of  peace.  Not- 
Sihstandino;  the  pressure  of  the  recent  wrongs, 
■  d  the  unfritndly  and  illiberal  disposition  which 
(ileat  Britaii)  has  at  all  tunes  manifested  towards 
tf  :m.  the  Uaited  States  have  never  indulged  sen- 
timents incompatible  with  the  reciprocity  of  good 
\B|il,  and  an  '  intercourse  of  mutual  benefit  and 
av^o'^S^-  They  can  never  repine  at  seeing  the 
E»uish  nation  great,  prosperous,  and  happy  ;  safe 

•  n^ts  maritinpe  rights,  and  powerful  in  its  means 
ormaintainiiig  them  ;  but.  at  the  same  time,  they 
c/t  never  coase  to  desire  that  the  councils  of 
Cfteat  Britain  should  be  guided  by  Justice,  and  a 
r*pecl  for  the  equal  rightsof  other  nations.  Her 
fjrilime  polver  may  extend  to  all  the  legitimate 
c*4ecls  of  h^T  sovereignty  and  her  commerce, 
Ihout  endaingering  the  independence  and  peace 
cjcvery  othtjr  Government.  A  balance  of  power, 
i  i^his  respeot,  is  as  necessary  on  the  ocean  as  on 
t  .;  land  ;  and  the  control  that  it  gives  to  the  na- 
r  ifts  of  the  v^orld  over  the  actions  of  each  other, 
1,  .(IS  salutary  in  its  operation  to  the  individual 
(.  '^vernmi-'Ut  which  feels  it,  as  to  all  the  Govern- 
D  [ills  by  wh'ch,  on  the  just  principles  of  mutual 
s  aport  and  .defence,  It  may  be  exercised.  On 
fj  i|,  and  eqqal,  and  honorable  terms,  therefore, 
p  jce  is  at  i^he  choice  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  if 
&  4  still  determine  upon  war.  the  United  States, 
I  <}osing  upo-a  the  justness  of  their  cause  ;  upon 
t  i  patriotism  of  their  citizens;  upon  the  dislin- 
g  .-jshed  valor  of  their  land  and  naval  forces  ;  and, 
a  \)ve  all,  upon  the  di>pensations  of  a  beneficent 
I  ibvidence  j  are  ready  to  maintain  the  contest  for 
V  ,^  preservation  of  the  national  independence, 
<  ^h  the  5aiue  energy  and  fortitude  which  were 
t  iiplayed  in  acquiring  it. 
^.Washington,  February  10,  1815. 


STATE  OF  THE  FIN.\NCE8. 

Communicated  to  the  Senate,  September  26,  1814.] 
JThe  Secrfrtary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to 
^■^  act  "bupplemeniary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
to  establish   the  Treasury  Department."  has 
**  honor  resspectfuUy  to  submit  to  Congress  the 
pilowing  rejtort  and  estimates: 
rifThe   surah  authorized   by  Congress  to   be  ex- 
i'iiided  during  the  year  1814,  and  for  which  ap- 
H|ipriations  have  been  made,  are  as  follows: 
ijl^For  civil,  jliplomatic  and  miacella- 

$2,245,355  59 


•^  ^jieous  cijK'nses :    -         .         -         . 
^  thm  sura  i»  to  be  added,  the  amount 

■^  ^fcrhich  may  be  payable  on  the  follow- 

»  !^ng  accounts,  viz;    1.  The  amount  of 

^  I  dnes,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  ac- 

)  »^ually   received   into  the  Treasury, 

>  Jljwhich  i«  a|>propnated  for  defraying 


the  expenaes  of  eoarti  of  th«  Uni- 
ted Statea.  2.  The  auma  received 
by  the  collectors  of  the  customa  for 
the  marine  hospital  fund,  and  priva- 
teer pension  fund,  which  are  paid 
into  the  Treasury  with  the  other 
moneys  derived  from  the  customs, 
but  are  exclusively  applicable  to  the 
two  objects  here  mentioned,  respect- 
ively. 3.  The  moneys  received  into 
the  Treasury  for  the  United  States' 
moiety  of  priren  captured  by  public 
vessels,  which  belong  exclusively 
to  the  Navy  pension  fund.  These 
items  are  contingent  and  uncertain, 
until  the  accounts  for  the  year  are 
made  up,  and  their  amounts  ascer- 
tained. As  they  appear  among  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury,  they 
must  also  be  placed  among  its  ex- 
penditures. They  may  be  estimated 
for  the  year  1814,  at       -         -         - 

2.  Military  expenses,  including  the 
Indian  Department,  and  the  perma- 
nent appropriation  of  $200,(>00  an- 
nually, for  arming  and  equipping 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States         .... 

3.  Naval  expenses,  including  $200,- 
000  for  the  purchase  of  timber,  ap- 
propriated by  the  act  of  March  30, 
1812 

4.  For  the  public  debt,  such  sum  as  the 
public  engagements  may  require ; 
and  which,  during  the  year  1814, 
may  be  eatimated  as  follows : 

Interest  on    the   public   debt  existing 
previously  to  the  pre- 
sent war  -         -  $1,980,000  00 

Interest  on  debt  con- 
tracted during  the 
present  war,  inclu- 
ding the  loans  of  the 
present  year  and  the 
Treasury  notes        -      2,950,000  00 

Reimbursement  of  the 
principal,  consisting 
of  the  annual  reim- 
bursement of  the  old 
six  per  cent,  and  de- 
ferred stocks,  tempo- 
rary loans  payable 
during  this  year,  and 
the  Treasury  notes 
to  be  reimbursed  da- 
ring the  same  pcnod      7,572,000  00 


But  for  these  purposes 
there  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  Trea- 
sury during  the  year 
1813,  to  sundry  com- 
missioners of  loans, 
btyond  the  demands 
upon  them  for  the 
year  1813,  and  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  as  the 


12,502,000  00 


$200,000  00 


24,502,906  00 


8,169,910  87 
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agent  for  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  about 


350,000  00 


Leaving  payable  during  the  year  1814      12,152,000  00 

$47,270,172  46 


The   means  by  which  this  sum  was  to  be  provided, 

were  the  following  : 

1 .  Moneys  receivable  on  account  of  the  public  revenue, 
and    which    were    estimated    thus : 

From  the  customs        -  $6,500,000  00 

Sales  of  public  lands  -         600,000  00 

Direct  tax  and  internal 

duties      -         -         -     3,800,000  00 

Postage,  and  inciden- 
tal receipU      -         -  50,000  00 


3.  Moneys  receivable  for  the  proceeds 
of  loans,  and  for  Treasury  notes,  to 
be  issued  as  follows  : 

Amount   payable    into    the   Treasury 
during  the  year  1814,  of  the  loan  of 
seven  and  a  half  millions,  made  un- 
der the  act  of  2d  Au- 
gust, 1813       -         -$3,592,065  00 

Amount  authorized  to 
be  borrowed  by  act 
of  March  24,  1814       25,000,000  00 

Amount  authorized  by 
the  act  of  March  4, 
1814,  to  be  issued  in 
Treasury  notes         -      5,000,000  00 


10,950,000  00 


And  it  was  estimated  that,  oat  of  the 
balance  of  cash  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Isl  day  of  January, 
1814,  which  amounted  to  $5,196,- 
482  00,  there  might  be  applied  a  sum 
sufficient  to  cover  the  whole  amount 
of  the  authorized  expenditures,  and 
which  would  be     - 


33,592,665  00 


2,727,507  46 
$47,270,172  46 


The  accounU  of  the  Treasury  have  as  yet  been  made 
op  only  for  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  year  1814,  or 
to  the  .3(»th  of  June  of  that  year.  The  annexed  state- 
ment, marked  A.,  shows  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
at  the  Treasury  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  1813, 
which  hiive  not  before  been  communicated  to  Congress, 
and  separately,  those  of  the  two  first  quarters  of  the 
year  1814. 

By  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  payments  from 

the  Treasury  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  year, 

have  been 

For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellane- 
ous expenses  .... 

Military  expenses       .... 

Naval  expenses         .... 

Public  debt 


1,444,062  60 

11,210,238  00 

4,012,899  90 

3,026,580  77 


And  would  leave  payable  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  on  those  sev- 
eral accounts,  the  following  sums  ; 

For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellane- 
ous expenses  -         •  $1,001^92  99 


19,693,781  27 


Military  expenses 
Naval  expenses  - 
Public  debt 


13,292,668  00 
4,167,010  97 
9,125,419  23 


27,576,391  1» 
$47,270,172  48 


The  receipU  into  the  Treasury  during  the  first  half 

of  the  present  year  have  been  as  follows: 
For  the  proceeds  of  the  customs  -    $4,182,088  26 

Public  lands,  (including  those  in  the 

Mississippi  Territory,  the  proceeds 

of  which  are  now  payable  to  the  State 

of  Georgia)  -      '  -         -         .         .  .'>40,065  68 

Internal  duties  and  direct  taxes         -       2,139,272  40 
Postage  and  incidental  expenses         •  166,744  00 


Loan  of  seven  and  a  half  millions,  un- 
der the  act  of  Aug.  2,  '13  3,592,665 

Loan  of  ten  millions,  (part 
of  25  millions,)  under  the 
act  of  March  24,  1814      6,087,011 


7,078,170  S3 


Treasury  notes,  issued  un- 
der the  act  of  February 
25,  1813  1,070,000 

Treas'y  notes,  is- 
sued under  act 
ofMarch4,'14   1,392,100 


9,679,676 


2,462,100 


And  there  remained  cash  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  1st  of  July,  1814  - 

To  make  up  the  gum,  therefore,  which 
will  be  wanted  to  meet  the  expend- 
itures as  above  estimated,  there  must 
be  obtained  during  the  3d  and  4th 
quarter?  of  the  present  year   - 


12,141,776  00 
19,219,946  33 
4,722,639  32 
$23,942,585  65 


23,327,586  81 
$47,270,172  46 


And  the  further  sum  of  $1,500,000, 
which  is  the  least  that  ought  at  any 
time  during  a  state  of  war  to  be  left 


in  the  Treasury,  making 


-  $24,827,586  81 


$2,820,000  00 


Of  this  amount  it  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  de- 
rived from  the  various  sources  of  existing  revenoe 
the  following  sums,  viz  : 
From  the  customs  .  .  -  - 
It  has  not  been  practicable  to  pre- 
pare the  statements  of  this  and  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  revenue  in  the 
usual  official  form,  to  be  communica- 
ted to  Congress  at  this  time.  Some 
of  these  statements  have  been  hereto- 
fore regularly  given  for  periods  termi- 
nating on  the  30tb  of  September;  and, 
to  preserve  the  series  unimpaired,  their 
preparation  is  postponed  until  they  can 
be  made  out  terininaling  with  that 
day.  They  will  hereafter  be  laid  be- 
fore   Congress    in    the    proper    form. 
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unt  of  th^  custoiu-bouge  du- 
ich  accrued  during  the  year 
18  $7,070,000.  During  the  two 
te«  of  thv  present  year  they 
•d  to  about  $3,000,000;  but, 
>e  two  laict  quarters  will  not, 
.  eicee<l  $l,000,tK>0.  The 
receivable  into  the  Treasury, 
le  year  18(4,  from  bonds  out- 
;aii"v  at  the  commencement  of  the 
yea*,  /|d  from  the  duties  accruing, 
and  w»i:h  will  bet-ome  payable  dur- 
ing ih^kyear,  is  estimated  at  $7,000,- 
000 ;  ^ch  was  $500,000  more  than 
vetM  /lefi^ofore  estimated.  Of  thid  sum, 
$4,18i^flj8  25  wa*  paid  duhnt;  the 
first. h^  of  the  year,  and  will  leave 
pay%blv^dunng  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  t^sum  here  sxated. 

SaU$  b^fj^ublic  Landi. — The  proceeds 
of-  tr 'sales  of  public  lands  sold  in 
the  l^tsaiseippi  Territory,  which  are 
n#w|J»yable  to  tb«  Sute  of  Georgia, 
arie  ^ught  into  ^hc  Treasury  in  the 
sajn-faianner  as  the  moneys  derived 
fr^ni^ije  sales  of  pther  public  lands. 
Af  l^  amount,  when  paid  out  of 
this  '<»a8ury  to  the  Sute  af  Georgia, 

■I»P*Vf  *™°"P  ^^^  public  eipendi- 
tureiWt  is  proper  that  these  moneys 
8h|tuL.tbe  placed  upon  the  receipts 
or.t;,f  ^reasury.  Including  the  pro- 
ce^'tf  l,|f  the  liuids  in  the  .Mississippi 
Tcrri^ry,  the  receipt*  during  the 
yearfeJU  are  estimated  at  $900,- 
00t);^S  which  $5k>,065  68  having 
bewiv^ceived  during  the  two  first 
quar-kAe  of  the  year,  there  will  be 
retei5if)le  during  the  two  last  quar- 
ter J^J 

Interndl^* Duties  and  Direct  Tax. — 
Tte  .^^eipts  into  the  Treasury,  from 
th.s-^fources  duruig  the  present 
ill  fully  e,}ual  the  estimate 
made.  These  taxes  are 
Jadily  and  cheerfully.  The 
is  in  collection  in  more 
[uee-fourths  of  the  districts, 
jl  shortly  be  in  the  same  state 
],xhe  districts,  except  two  or 
thiee7*hcre  the  difficulty  of  obtain- 
in({  <X»)petent  persons  to  act  as  as- 
8e«o^,ha«  produced  some  delay. 
In  «<|."j'*l  of  the  districts  ;he  collec- 
tion |f;  already  nearly  completed. 
Tlfc  :^»ount  estimated  as  receivable 
from  fit'fse  two  sources,  was  $3,800,- 
00«> ;  *^  this  sum  there  was  received, 
priirfathe  1st  of  July  last,  $2,1 89,- 
27tJ  ifc  and  leav<  s  to  be  received 
duAniihe  remainder  of  the  year  - 
Poj/<^ff  jru/  Incidental  Reeeiptt. — 
Thvs^irere  estimat^-d,  for  the  whole 
$50,000.  Including  repay- 
jjirize  money,  and  the  arrear- 
r]he  former  direct  tax  and  in- 
^ilities,  there  was  received,  on 
I  counts,  daring  the  first  half 
,ear,  $166,744.     These   re- 


Voie 


$360,000  00 


1,610,000  00 


ceipts  are  so  casual  and  uncertain, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  make  any  esti- 
mate of  their  amount     During  the  ( 
remainder   of  the  year  they  may, 
perhaps,  be  expected  to  produce      -            50,000  00 

ToUl  am't  receivable  for  revenue    $4,840,000  00 

Under  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814,  by 
which   the  President  was  authorized  to  borrow 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  a  loan  was  opened 
on  the  2d  of  May  for  ten  ruiUion.s  of  dollars,  in 
part  of  that  suna.     A  loan  for  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  considered  as  more  likely  to  prore  suc- 
cessful, than  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  obtain 
the    whole   amount   of  iwcnty-hve   millions   at 
once.    The  sums  offered  for  this  loan  amounted  to 
$11,900,806;  of  which  $2,671,750  were  at  rates 
less  than  88  per  cent.,  and  $1,183,400  at  rates  less 
than   85  per  cent.     Of  the  sum  of  $9,229,056 
which   were  offered  at  88  per  cent.,  or  at  rates' 
more  favorable  to  the  United  States,  five  millions 
were  offered,  with  the  condition  annexed,  that  if 
terms  more  favorable  to  the  lenders  should  be  al- 
lowed lor  any  part  of  the  twenty-five  millions  au- 
thorized to  be  borrowed  for  the  present  year,  the 
same  terms  should  be  extended  to  those  holding 
the  flock  of  the  ten  million  loan.     Taking  into 
consideration  the  expectation  then  entertained  of 
an  early  return  of  peace,  and  the  importance  of 
maintaining  unimpaired  the  public  credit,  by  sus- 
taining the  price  o{  stock  in  the  meantime;  and 
al^o  considering  the  measure  was  sanctioned  by 
precedent,  it  was  agreed  to  accept  the  loan  with 
that  condition.     Had  the  sum  to  which  the  con- 
dition   was  annexed,   been    rejected,   the    conse- 
quence would  have  been  to  reduce  the  amount 
obtained  to  less  than  five  millions,  a  sum  alto- 
gether inadequate  to  the  public  demands;  or  bv 
depressing  the  stock  to  85  per  cent.,  to  have  ob- 
tained onlv  a  little  more  than  six  millions,  which 
would  still  have  been  insufficient  to  answer  the 
purposes   of  Government.      Offers    were   subse- 
qiiently  made  to  this  loan,  of  sums  amounting  to 
$066,000.  which  were  accepted  on  the  same  terms 
as  the  original  offers,  and  augmented  the  amount 
ot  the  loan  which  was  taken  to  $9,795,056. 

The  papers  annexed,  under  the  letter  B,  exhibit 
the  particulars  relating  to  this  loan. 

There  was  paid  into  the  Treasury,  on  account 
•Anc-  m  ,"  °f  '^°  millions,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 

i?7n«a  1'    rf/V°=   '"^  ^'  P*"^-  «^'"  'hat  day, 
$3,708,045.     01  this  sum  a  failure  of  payment,  on 

!M.^,000,  has  taken  place;  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  payment  will  be  effected.  No  more 
therefore,  can  be  relied  on  towards  the  supply 
necessary  lor  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  o/ the 
year  1814,  than  what  has  already  been  paid,  and 
amounting  to  about  $1,800,060. 

Proposals  were  again  invited  on  the  22d  of 
August,  for  a  loan  of  mx  millions  of  dollars  m 
lurther  execution  of  the  power  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  24th  of  March,  for  borrowing  twenty- 

«:i,»^J,300,  of  which  $100,000  were  at  rales  less 
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than  80  per  cent.,  and  $2,213,000  were  at  the  rate 
of  eighty  dollars  in  money  for  one  hundred  dol- 
lars of  six  per  cent,  slock.  The  remaining  sum 
of  $510,300  was  offered  at  various  rates,  from  80 
to  88.  Notwithstanding  the  reduced  rate  at  which 
the  greater  part  of  the  above  sum  was  proposed, 
yet,  as  the  market  price  of  slock  hardly  exceeded 
80  per  cent.;  as  there  was  no  prospect  of  obtain- 
ing the  money  on  better  terms ;  and  as  it  was  in- 
dispensable for  the  public  service,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  accept  the  sums  offered  at  that  rate. 
Including  the  sums  offered  at  rates  more  favora- 
ble to  the  United  States  than  that  here  stated,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  proposals  accepted  was 
$2,723,300,  and  a  further  sum  of  $207,000  has 
been  accepted  at  the  same  rate  ;  making  the  whole 
amount  taken  of  this  loan,  $2,930,300. 

The  annexed  papers,  under  the  letter  C,  relate 
to  this  loan. 

Some  of  the  persons  who  originally  made  pro- 
posals for  this  loan,  which  were  accepted,  have 
bince  given  notice  that  they  could  not  carry  their 
proposals  into  execution.  The  sums,  in  relation 
to  which  this  failure  has  taken  place,  amount  to 
$410,000;  and  there  can.  therefore,  be  relied  on 
for  the  proceeds  of  this  loan  only  $2,530,300. 

Moneys  having  heretofore  been  obtained  by  the 
United  States  on  loan  in  Europe  upon  favorable 
terms,  and  the  punctuality  and  fidelity  with  which 
they  were  repaid  having  established  iheir  credit 
there  on  a  firm  and  respectable  footing,  it  was  de- 
termined. iQ  consequence  of  the  difficulties  expe- 
rienced in  obtaining  at  home  the  sums  requisite 
for  the  public  service,  to  try  the  market  in  that 
quarter.      To  effect  this  purpose,  the  requisite 
powers  and  instructions  have  been  given  for  ne- 
gotiating a  loan  for  six  millions  of  dollars,  as  a 
further  part  of  the  loan  of  twenty-five  millions 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March  last; 
and,  in  order  to  facilitate  this  object,  six  percent, 
stock  to  that  amount  has  been  constituted  and 
iransmiiied,  with  directions  for   its  sale,  if  that 
shall  be  found  the  most  advantageous  mode  for 
obtaining  the   money.     The  result,  however,  of 
this  experiment  is  not  certain  ;  and  the  proceeds, 
in  case  it  should  be  successful,  will  not,  probably, 
come  into  the  Treasury  in  the  course  of  the  pres- 
ent year;  ihey  cannot,  therefore,  be  placed  atnong 
the  resources  of  this  year.   But  as  this  sum  forms 
a  part  of  that  which  was  authorized  to  be  bor- 
rowed, and  which  will  be  necessary  for  the  ser- 
vice of  ihe  present  year,  further  authority  will  be 
required   from  Congress  for  obtaining  this  sum, 
by  loan  or  otherwise;  in  which  case  the  proceeds 
of  the  negotiation  undertaken  in  Europe  will  be 
applicable  to  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year. 
With  a  view  to  avoid  the  inconvenient  increase 
of  slock  in  the  market,  and  its  consequent  depre- 
ciation, an  effort  was  made  to  obtain  temporary 
loans  from  the  banks  by  special  contracts,  but  the 
aticrapl  was  not  attended  wiih  success. 

The  amouul  of  Treasury  notes  issued  prior  to 
the  Isi  of  July  last,  under  the  act  of  the  4lh  of 
March,  1814,  was  $l,392Ji00;  those  since  issued 
amount  to  $1,512,300.  The  annexed  statement, 
marked  E,  shows  the  particulars  relating  to  these 


notes ;  and.  in  the  paper  marked  D,  an  account  is 
given  of  those  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the 
act  of  ihe  25ih  of  February,  1813,  which  have 
not  been  heretofore  reported  to  Congress. 

There  are  now  in  circulation  near  ei^ht  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes  ;  of  which,  dur- 
ing the  fourth  quarter  of  the  present  year,  notes 
for  more  ihan  four  millions  of  dollars  will  become 
reimbursable.     A  pan  of  them  may,  perhaps,  be 
replaced  by  new  notes,  but  it  is  not  believed  that, 
upon  their  present  footing,  more  than  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars  can  thus  be  replaced. 
This  would  still  leave  more  than  six  millions  of 
dollars  of  notes  in  circulation;  which  the  expe- 
rience of  two  years  has  shown  to  be  nearly  as 
large  a  sum,  while  the  other  circulating  paper 
medium  of  the  country  remained  unembarrassed, 
and  maintained  itself  in  the  public  confidence,  as 
can,  in  their  present  shape,  be  freely  and  easily 
circulated.   Notes  of  a  smaller  denominalioo  than 
those  heretofore  issued  have  been  prepared,  and 
will,  probably,  by  passing  into  a  more  numerous 
and  extensive  class  of  the  money  transactions  of 
individuals,  carry  a  greater  quantity  into  circula- 
tion, there  having  been  already  issued,  since  the 
Isi  of  July,  Treasury  notes  amounting  to  $1,500,- 
000.  and  it  being  estimated  that  a  further  sum  of 
$2,500,000  may  be  put  in  circulation  previously 
to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  the  amount  esti- 
mated to  be  derived  from  this  source  during  the 
third   and   fourth  quarters  of  the  year  will    be 
$4,000,000. 

The  means,  then,  for  meeting  the  demands  upon 
the  Treasury  during  the  last  half  of  the  present 
year,  as  now  ascertained,  are  estimated  as  fol- 
lows : 
From  the  revenue         -         -         -         -      $4,840,000 

Loans  under  the  twenty-five  million 
act: 
Loan  of  ten  mUlions     -  $1,800,000 

Loan  of  six  mUlions      -  2,520,000 


Treasury  notes 


And  still  leave  to  be  obtained 


4,320,000 

9,160,000 
4,000,000 

13,160,000 
1 1,660,000 

$24,820,000 


The  difficulties  already  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing loans,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  accept  them,  sufficiently  show 
the  propriety  or  Congress  adopting  effective  meas- 
ures for  procuring  the  sums  still  required  for  the 
service  of  the  residue  of  the  present,  as  well  as 
for  that  of  the  ensuing  year. 

The  suspension  of  payments  in  specie,  by  many 
of  the  most  considerable  banks  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  those  most  important  in  the  money 
operations  of  the  Treasury,  has  produced,  and  will 
continue  to  cause  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
in  those  operations.  The  circulating  medium  of 
the  country,  which  has  consisted  principally  of 
bank  notes,' is  placed  upon  a  new  and  uncertain 
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and  those  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
j  will  extend,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
':lhe  pecuniary  operations  of  the  citizens  in 
gt-n^rpl.  The  powers  of  Congress,  so  far  as  they 
e.vtt^,  will  be  required  to  be  exerted  in  providino' 
a*Te*^dy  for  these  evils,  and  in  placing,  if  prac'^ 
tieaV^?,  the  currency  of  the  country  on  a  more 
Urtif  fm,  certain,  and  stable  footing. 
!l(yfur(her  reliance  must  be  had'on  loans,  it  is 

re^pi^ifully  suggested  that  additional  inducements 
sltoiAj  be  offered  to  capitalists  to  advance  their 
m*)nf  •,  by  affording  an  ample  and  unequivocal 
se;ur(y  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest, 
anj  ^Jmburseratnt  of  the  principal  of  such  loans 
as   n^jr  be  obtained.     This  may  be  effected  by 


Internal  duties. — The«e  will  all  bringtheir 
full  amounU  into  the  Treaiory  during 
the  year  1815,  and  will,  it  ia  beliered, 
produce  a  net  sum  of  - 

Arrean*  of  direct  tax  of  1814,  which  will 
be  received  in  1815     - 

Postage,  and  other  incidental  receipts     - 


esi^ilAjihing  an  adequate  revenue,  and  pledging 
th^  .-|i^ie  specifically  for  that  purpose. 

Jtjtt  also  submitted,  for  the  consideration  of 
Cctn^rss,  whether  Treasury  notes  might  not,  by 
au>(n^<pting  the  raie  of  interest  they  now  bear, 
and  .-^Kturing  its  payment,  as  well  as  their  even- 
tual .iiraburseraent,  by  an  adequate  revenue 
pl«d^  for  that  purpose,  be  placed  on  a  footing 
be-tef  plculated  than  at  present  to  sustain  their 
cr(«di%«  encourage  their  circulation,  and  answer 
WK'h  '  i^ore  certainty  the  purposes  of  Government. 

Tlip.  jcstiraates  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815 
havejiJDt  yet  bee;n  prepared.  It  is  certain,  how- 
evtr.^l  the  war  I'anfinues,  that  a  sum  will  be  re- 
quirelfat  least  eojual  to  that  demanded  for  the 
prese.;)}  year ;  and,  under  the  head  of  Public  Debt, 
an  ad{|Jtional  suid,  sufficient  for  the  payment  of 
the  ii|ftrest  on  the  loans  made  in  the  meantime. 

By^jie  plan  of.  finance  which  was  adopted  at 
the  c*t»raenct'mtDt  of  the  present  war.  this  addi- 
tionaJ^uim  would  be  all  that  would  be  required 
to  be  /iiised,  by  i>^w  taxes,  during  the  year  1815, 
except  !whai  mig^ht  be  necessary  to  make  good  a 
deScuCjjcy  in  any  of  the  existing  revenues"  Ac- 
cordn|^  to  that  jAan  of  finance,  the  expenditures 
to  ■bejrovered  by  the  revenue  during  the  year 
lSl5,|iould  be  a^  follows: 

Eipei£>  of  the  Peace  Establishment        -    $7,000,000 

Intorefl  on  the  debt  existing 

ptio,J:to  the  war         -         -$1,900,000 

Int^reiJ  ;on  the  debt  contract- 
ed sgye  the  war,  including 
Tre^tiry  notes,  and  includ- 
ing tl^e  interest  which  wUl 
brcciii*  payable  during  the 
ycarJlSilS,  on  th,-  debt  con- 
tricu'l  within  tljat  year 


Total  amount 

And  leaving  to  be  provided 

Aggregate 


2,700,000 

600,000 
100,000 

$8,200,000 
6,300,000 


-  $13,500,000 


I 


4,600,000 


6,500,000 


.T|tlil     -         ...         -  .  .  $13^500,000 

«.^  '  =^ 

-nie^Yeyenues,  a4  now  established,  are  estimated  to 
protiuc^^dunng  the*  year  1815,  the  following  sums,  viz  : 
CtA»/o>i.^— While  >he  whole  navy  of  the  enemy  is  du- 
posafe  for  the  ir^terruption  of  our  trade,  this  source 
of  rett^nue  canno«  be  very  productive.  From  bonds 
wjiic^  xvili  be  ouistanding  at  the  commencement  of 
thf  w^r  1815,  anH  from  the  duties  which  will  accrue 


durii 


Tf  «rei  (^  into  the  Treasury  - 


ij&lef  0 


»    ■ 


t  that  year,  it  is  estimated 


(iublic  bind* 


that  there  will  be 
-    $4,fH)0,000| 
800,000 


Towards  making  up  this  sura  of  55,300,fX)0,  a 
continuance  of  the  direct  tax  will,  it  is  believed 
be  necessary  ;  but  at  its  present  rate  it  will  not  pro- 
duce, net  to  the  Treasury,  more  than  $2,600,000. 

In  order  to  provide  the  remaining  sum  of 
82,700,000,  as  well  as  such  other  sums  as  may  be 
deemed  requisite  for  the  objects  hereinbefore  sug- 
gested,  It  will  be  for  Congress  to  consider  how  far 
it  would  be  expedient  to  increase  this  tax,  as  well 
as  the  present  internal  duties;  and  also  what  new 
objects  of  taxation  may,  for  that  purpo.se,  be  most 
advantageously  resorted  to. 

But,  the  plan  of  finance  above  referred  to  as- 
sumed, as  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  de- 
pended, that  loatis  might  be  annually  obtained 
during  thecontinuance  of  the  war,  for  the  amount 
of  the  extraordinary  expenses  occasioned  by  it. 
The  experience  of  the  present  year  furnishes 
ground  to  doubt  whether  this  be  practicable,  at 
least  in  the  shape  in  which  loans  have  been  hith- 
erto attempted.  Nor  is  it  even  certain  that  the 
establishing  and  pledging  of  revenues  adequate  to 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  and  event- 
ual reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  suras 
which  will  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1815,  would  enable  the  Treasury  to  obtain  them 
through  the  medium  of  loans  effected  in  the  ordi- 
nary way. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  respectfully 
submitted  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
extend  the  provisions  to  be  made  for  the  service 
of  the  ensuing  year  beyond  those  contemplated  in 
this  plan  of  finance,  hitherto  pursued  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  so  as  to  provide,  by  means  other 
than  loans,  for  at  least  a  portion  of  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditures  occasioned   thereby.     This 
would  have  a  tendency  to  insure  public  confi- 
dence, and  preserve  and  confirm  the  public  credit. 
The  present  state  of  our  country,  growing  out 
of  the  unjust  policy  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  the 
unusual  manner  in  which  he  prosecutes  the  war 
call  for  new  and  extraordinary  exertions  on  the 
part  of  the  nation;   and  the  means  requisite  to 
meet  the  expenditures  which  these  may  occasion 
ou»ht  to  be  provided. 

The  resources  of  the  nation  are  not  exhausted  ; 
u^^,y*^  arap'*",  and  the  occasion  requires  they 
should  be  brought  into  lull  activity. 

The  very  expenditures  which  render  necessary 

the  imposinon  of  additional  taxes,  will  themselves 

have  increased  in  the  community  the  ability  to 

discharge  them. 

The  promptitude  and  cheerfulness  with  which 
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the  present  taxes  are  paid,  afford  the  best  pledges 

of  the  spirit  with  which  the  people  will  meet  such 
demands  as  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  country 
may  requir*».  A  people  who  have  not  only  tasted, 
but  enjoyed  in  their  full  extent,  the  blessings  of 
liberty  and  independence,  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  cannot  consider  any  sacrifices  too  great, 
which  are  found  indispensable  to  preserve  them 
inviolate. 

Those  sacrifices,  however,  which  may  be  de- 
manded by  the  present  crisis  in  our  affairs,  will  be 
of  a  temporary  nature  only;  for,  while  we  may 
fairly  calculate,  that,  with  the  termination  of  the 
present  contest,  the  duration  of  which  will  be 
shortened  in  proportion  to  the  vigor  and  unanim- 
ity with  which  it  is  sustained  on  our  part,  will 
cease  the  expenditures  consequent  on  a  state  of 
war.  and  render  no  longer  necessary  a  continu- 
ance of  those  extraordinary  revenues  established 
to  provide  the  supplies  requisite  for  that  object, 
we  may  with  equal  confidence  rely  that  the  grow- 
ing revenue  arising  from  the  commerce  of  a  few 
prosperous  years  of  peace  will  be  found  sufficient 
to  redeem  the  pledges  which  may  have  been 
made  to  the  public  creditors,  and  thus  relieve  the 
people  from  these  burdens  which  times  of  danger 
and  difficulties  rendered  indispensable. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL. 
Treascry  Department,  Sept.  23, 1814. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  raymentt  at  the  Treaaury 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  \»t  October  to  the  31*/ 
December,  1813. 


BicKirrs. 

Cash  in  the  Treasury,  subject  to  war- 
rant, Ist  October,  1813     -         -         -  $6,978,752 

Received  for  the  proceeds 

of  the  customs    -  $3,238,043  58 

Arrears  of  internal  reve- 
nues -         .         .         .  380  68 

Fees  on  palenlK      -         -  1,470  00 

Postage  of  letters  •         .         35,000  00 

Net   proceeds   of    prizes 

captured     -         -         -        129,458  06 

Rent  of  the  United  States' 

sahne  -         •         -  6,350  00 

Fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures      -         -         -  1,003  75 

Sales  of  public  lands       -       263,049  06 

Repayments  -         -         -  3,810  13 


43 


3,678,565  26 


Loan  of  $  1 6,000,000,  per 

actof  8th  Fcb'ry,  1813  1,511,875  00 
Loan  of  $7,500,000,  per 

actof  2d  August,  1813  3,907,335  00 
Treasury  notes,   per   act 

of  30th  June,  1812  -  101,700  00 
Treasury    noted,   per   act 

of  25th  February,  1813  3,677,000  00 


Aggregate   • 


-     9,197,910  00 
$19,855,227  G9 


PATKKITTS. 

Civil  and  Miscellaneous  Expenses,  both 

Domestic. 
Civil  department,  proper     - 
Grants  and  miscellaneous  claims 
Military  pensions        .... 
Light-bouse  establishment  •         -         . 
Marine  hospital  establishment     - 
Public  buddings  in   Washington,  and 
furniture  for  the  President's  House  - 
Prisoners  of  war          -         -         .         . 
Road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio     - 
Prize  money        -         .         .         .         . 
Mint  Establishment    •         .         .         . 
Trading  houses  with  the  Indians 
Ascertaining  land  titles  in  Louisiana   - 
Surveys  of  public  lands       ... 
Diplomatic  depsrtment        ... 
Relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
men         

Treaties  with  Mediterranean  Powers  - 


Foreign  and 

$125,478  66 

23,652  03 

675  24 

7,104  15 

12,869  68 

7,000  00 

54,000  00 

11,880  03 

112,668  25 

4,516  41 

1,125  00 

1,785  00 

12,176  62 

19,017  91 

31,017  50 
10,000  00 


ToUl 

Military  Expenses,  viz  .- 
Military  department    .... 

Naval  Expenses,  viz  .- 
Naval  department,  marine  corps,  <kc.  - 

Public  Debt,  viz  : 
Interest  and  charges      -  $1,563,762  35 
Reimbursement  of  prin- 
cipal -         -         -     5,524,232  60 


$434,866  38 


5,887,747  00 


1,248,145  10 


Balance  in  the    Treasury,   subject    to 
warrant,  31st  December,  1813 


Aggregate 


7,087,994  95 
5,196,474  26 
$19,855,227  69 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  \st  January  to  the 
30th  June,  1814. 


HCIIPTS 

Cash  in  the  Treasury,  subject  to  war 
rant,  1st  January,  1814  - 

Received  for  the  proceeds 

of  the  customs    -  $4,182,088  25 

Arrears  of  internal  reve- 
nues and  direct  taxes  4,505  38 

New  internal  revenue  and 

du-ect  tax   -         -         -    2,189,272  40 

Fees  on  patents     -         -  3,720  00 

Postage  of  letters  -         -         45,000  00 

Net   proceeds   of  prizes 

captured    -         -         -  83,261  79 

Fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures      -         -         -  1,230  97 

Net  proceeds  of  property 
seized,  supposed  to  be- 
long to  A.  Burr  -         -  448  00 

Sales  of  public  lands       -       540,065  68 

Repayments  -         -        28,577  92 


$5,196,474  26 


Loan  of  seven  and  a  half 

millions,  per  act  of  2d 

August,  1813    .  $3,592,665  00 

Loan  of  ten  millions,  per 

act  of  24th  Mar..  1814     6,087,011  00 


7,078,170  33 


ifl 
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Tj  note4,  per  act 

*5f5th  February,  1813 
urv  notea^  per  »ct 
th  March^  1814    - 


1,070,000  00 
1,392,100  00 


Aggregate;    - 


12,141,776  00 
$24,416,420  59 


{  I  P1TMEXT8. 

'Cu  :i  and  Miic^llantous  Experua,  both  Foreign  and 
i      ]  J  Domestic. 

Cir  rdepartmpt|t,  proper     - 

til,  iA»  and  mi2>(;ellaneous  claims 

ili;  [iry  pensioiis        .         .        - 

^ic,  •l-housc  establishment  - 

Ma  lie  hospital  establishment 

fu  liture  for  the  President's  House 

|*n,  :>iiers  of  wajr 

]^o>  !  from  Cuirjberland  to  the  Ohio 

>'ri  ,v  money 

Ml'  festablishntent      .        -        - 

'^'rt  l|nf  houses  with  the  Indians 

As<  %'tiiining  land  titles  in  Louisiana 

Gu    rys  of  pubKc  laiids 


$571,706  91 

144,194  99 

47,424  27 

66,469  12 

24,697  89 

2,000  00 

199,000  00 

26,924  67 

108,089  50 

8,125  44 

8,044  86 

2,757  67 

6,167  07 

3,127  60 


Su4  ty  of  the  cciast  of  the  United  States 
Pa   ;nent    to    Georgia    for    Mississippi 

I   ad  J 96,222  94 

liolr^tv  to  the  v)wners,  <tc.,  of  pnvate 

slfjif  d  vessels 4,300  00 

PriLiteer  pension  fund  -  -  -  50,000  00 
Di)*jpiatic  department  -  -  -  37,149  26 
Re/|.f  :ind  protection  of  American  sea- 

:  iXefa        -       i 14,015  26 

Tri|i|i<>8  with  Mediterranean  Powers  -  8,300  00 

jngent  tirtenses  of  foreign   intcr- 

)r««     -       : 12,720  35 

Cl4<^B  on  FraiKe        ...         -  2,625  00 

JTotal  - $1,444,062  60 

Pituitary  Expenses,  viz  .■ 
Mift^ry  depan^ient    .         -         -        -    11,210,238  00 
INaval  Expenses,  viz  : 
\\    Departn<ent,  marine  corps,  &c.     4,012,899  90 

Public  Debt,  ^c. 
Jf«t  and  charges       -   1 ,539,080  09 
ibursement'  of  prin- 

-   1,487,500  68 


?    in   thrt  Treasury,    subject  to 
[Jrrant,  30tlj  June,  1814    -     - 


3,026.580  77 
-  4,722,639  32 
$^,416,420  59 


? 


B. 

Treasury  Department. 

April  4,  1814. 


United  States,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  tweoty-five 
millioDs  of  dollars,  or  any  part  thereof,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  Congress  above  recited  : 

Notice  is  therefore  hereby  given,  that  propo- 
sals will  be  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  until  the  2d  day  of  May  next,  from 
any  person  or  persons,  body  or  bodies  corporate, 
who  may  offer,  for  themselves  or  others,  to  loan 
to  the  United  States,  on  account  and  in  part  of 
the  aforesaid  sum  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  or  any 
part  thereof,  not  le^s  than  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

The  stock  to  be  issued  for  the  money  loaned, 
will  bear  an  interest  of  .six  percent,  per  annum, 
payable  quarter  yearly  ;  and  the  proposals  must 
distinctly  state  the  amount  of  money  offered  to 
be  loaned,  and  the  rate  at  which  the  aforesaid 
stock  will  be  received  for  the  same. 

The  amount  loaned  is  to  be  paid  into  a  bank 
or  banks  authorized  by  the  Treasury,  in  instal- 
ments, in  the  following  manner,  vjz: 

One-fourth  part,  or  twenty-five  dollars  on  each 
hundred  dollars,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May 
next. 

And  one-fourth  part  on  the  2oth  day  of  each 
of  the  ensuing  months  of  June,  July,  and  August 
next. 

On  the  day  fixed  for  the  payment  of  any  instal- 
ment after  the  first,  all  the  remaining  instalments 
may  be  paid. 

The  sum  loaned  i»  to  be  paid  into  such  bank 
or  banks  as  may  be  mutually  convenient  to  the 
lender  and  to  the  Government,  in  the  State  where 
the  lender  resides,  if  det>ired  by  him.  The  pro- 
posals must  state  the  bank  or  banks  into  which 
the  lender  may  desire  (o  make  the  payments. 

If  propoj^als,  differing  in  terms  from  one  ano- 
ther, should  be  accepted,  the  option  will  be  al- 
lowed to  any  persons  who»e  proposals  may  be 
accepted,  of  taking  the  terms  allowed  to  any  other 
person  whose  proposals  may  be  accepted. 

No  proposals  will  be  received  for  a  sum  less  than 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars;  but  a  commission 
of  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  will  be  allowed  to 
any  person  collecting  subscriptions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  incorporating  them  in  one  proposal,  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  or  up- 
wards, provided  such  proposal  shall  be  accepted. 

If  proposals  shall  be  made,  amounting  together 
to  a  greater  sum  than  that  required,  the  prefer- 
ence will,  on  equal  terms,  be  given  to  those  made 
by  persons  who  were  subscribers  to  the  loan  of 
eleven  millions,  in  the  year  1812. 

On  failure  of  payment  of  any  instalment,  the 
next  preceding  instalment  to  be  forfeited. 

Scrip  certificates  will  be  issued  by  the   cash- 


hereas.  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  i  iers  of  the  banks  where  the  payments  shall  be 
34tk^day  of  Inarch.  1814,  the  President  of  the  j  made,  to  the  persons  making  the  jjaymenis;  and 
Vn(i'i:d   State!^  is  authorized   to  borrow,  on  the  I  the  said  cashiers  will  endorse  on  the  certificates 

the  payments  of  the  several  instalments,  when 
made. 

The  scrip  certificates  will  be  assignable  by  en- 
dorsement and  delivery  ;  and  will  be  funded  after 
the  completion  of  the  payments,  upon  presenta- 


inttbd  State!^  is  authorized  to  borrow,  on  the 
qrejit  of  the  llnited  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
tyt|>ty-five  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  whereas,  the 
^r»ident  of  the  United  States  did,  by  an  act  or 
(  oi?0iissioD.  under  his  hand,  dated  the  20th  day  of 
Mift^h.  1S14^ .authorize  and  empower  the  Secre- 


tiar*  tot  the  Treasury  to  borrow,  on  behalf  of  the    tion  by  the  proprietor,  to  the  Commissioner  of 

'  i     ' 
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Loans  for  the  State  where  the  payments  have 
been  made. 

The  funded  stock  to  be  thus  issued,  will  be  ir- 
redeemable until  the  31st  day  of  December.  1826; 
will  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
other  funded  stock  of  the  United  States  ;  and  will 
be  charged  for  the  regular  and  quarterly  pay- 
ment  of  its  interest,  and  for  the  ultimate  reim- 
bursement of  its  principal,  upon  the  annual  fund 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  for  the  ' 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
in  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  24th  of  March.  1814. 

GEO.  W.  CAMPBELL.  1 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Ba. 
Washingto.n,  Ath  mo.  30th,  1814. 

Respected  Frienu  :  I  will  loan   to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, receiving  one  hundred  dollars  six  per  cent, 
stock  for  each  eighty-eight  dollars  paid  ;  and  will  i 
pay  the  money  in  the  proportion?,  and  at  the  pe-  j 
riods,  mentioned  in  thy  advertisement  of  the  4th  i 
of  April,  to  their  credit,  in  such  banks  in  the  Uui- 
ted  States  as  may  he  agreeable  to  thee. 

On  the  payment  of  each  instalment,  and  satis- 
factory assurances  for  the  payment  of  the  others, 
funded  stock  to  be  issued.  It  being  understood 
and  agreed  that,  if  terras  more  favorable  to  the 
loaners  be  allowed  for  any  part  of  the  twenty- 
five  millions  authorized  to  be  borrowed  the  pres- 
sent  year,  the  same  terms  are  to  be  extended  to 
this  contract. 

The  commission  of  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent, 
mentioned  in  thy  advertisement,  to  be  allowed 
me  on  the  amount  loaned. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem.  I  am  thy  as- 
sured friend, 

JACOB  BARKER. 

The  Hon.  G.  W.  Campbell. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Bb. 
Treastrv  Depart.ment, 

May  2,  1814. 

Sir  :  The  terms  upon  which  the  loan  has  been 
concluded,  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

Eighty-eight  dollars  in  money  for  ^Itk  hun- 
dred dollars  in  stock  ;  and  the  United  States  en- 
gage, if  any  part  of  the  sum  of  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  authorized  to  be  borrowed  by  the 
act  of  the  24th  of  March.  1814.  is  borrowed  upon 
terms  more  favorable  to  the  lenders,  the  benefit 
of  the  same  terms  shall  be  extended  to  the  per- 
sons who  may  tnen  hold  the  stock,  or  any  part  of 
it,  issued  for  the  present  loan  of  ten  millions. 

Your  proposal  of  the  30ih  of  April,  1814,  for 
$5,000,000  of  the  loan,  having  been  at  the  above 
rale,  or  at  a  rate  more  favorable  than  the  above 
to  the  United  States,  has  been  accepted  ;  and  you 
will  please  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  on  the  25th 
day  of  the  present  month,  into  the  bank  or  banks 
you  have  named,  or  into  such  as  you  shall  name 


to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  receipt 
of  this  letter,  twenty-five  per  cent.,  or  one-fourth 
part  of  the  sum  above  stated,  pursuant  to  the  no- 
tification from  ihisdepartment.  of  the  4th  of  April 
last,  and  the  remaining  instalments  on  the  days 
fixed  10  the  said  notification.  You  will  be  pleased, 
also,  on  or  before  the  25th  of  May.  to  furnish  the 
cashier  or  cashiers  of  the  bank  or  banks  where  the 
payments  under  your  proposal  are  to  be  made, 
with  the  names  of  the  persons  in  whose  behalf 
the  proposal  has  been  made,  and  the  sums  pay- 
able by  each. 

The  commission  of  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent, 
will  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  after  the  payment 
of  the  first  instalment,  on  the  25th  day  of  the 
present  month. 

I  am.  respectfully,  yours,  &,c. 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Jacob  Barker,  Esq.,  New  York. 


A  similar  letter  was  addressed  to  the  persons 
undermentioned, whumade  proposals  for  the  sums 
set  against  their  names,  respectively: 

Peleg  Tallman,  Bath,  Maine    ... 
Levi  Cutter,  Portland   do.         .         .         . 


Portsmouth, 
Salem,    M 


N 


ew 


hu- 


John  Woodman,  do. 
Henry    8.    Langdon, 

Hampshire  - 
John    W.   Tread  well, 

aetta     ....... 

Thomas  Perkins,  Salem,  Massachusetts    - 
William  Gray,  Boston      .... 

Samuel  Dana,     do.  .... 

Jesse  Putnam,     do.  .... 

Araos  Binney,    do.  .... 

Nathan  Waterman,  jr..  Providence,  Rhode 

Island  ...... 

Jamea  D'Wolf,  Bristol     .... 

John  R.  Shearman,  Newport    .         .         - 

Elisha  Tracy,  Norwich,  Connectioit 

Michael  Shepherd,  Hartford        do. 

Abraham  Bishop,  New  Haven  do. 

John  Taylor,  .\lbany 

Alamon  Douglas,  Troy     - 

Smith  and  NicoU,  New  York  - 

Harmon  Hendricks,     do. 

G.  B.  Vroom,  do. 

Samuel  Flewwelling    do. 

Jacob  Barker  do. 

Whitehead  Fish  do. 

Guy  Bryan,  Philadelphia 

Thomas  Newman,        do. 

Samuel  Carswell,         do. 

Paul  Beck,  jr.,  do. 

Wm.  Patterson  &  Sons,  Baltimore 

George  T.  Dunbar,  do. 

James  Cox,  do. 

Dennis  A.  Smith,  do. 

Samuel  Eliot,  jr.,  Washington 

.Alexander  Kerr,  do. 

W.Jonea,  for  Navy  and  Privateer  Pension 

Funds,  Washington 
William  Whann,  Washington 
Anthony  C.  Cazenove,  Alexandria 
Charles   B.    Cochran,   Charleston,    South 

Carolma 


$25,000 
94,000 
60,000 


40,000 

416,156 
26,000 

197,000 
25,000 
67,900 
36,000 

35,300 

100,000 

35,000 

30,000 

25,000 

26,000 

150,000 

50,000 

80,000 

42,000 

500,000 

257,300 

6,000,000 

250,000 

50,000 

108,000 

28,000 

50,000 

50,000 

191,000 

71,900 

200,000 

100,000 

33,000 

200,000 
42,000 
30,000 

250,000 


Hi 
H 
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Alexander,  Charleston,  South  Caro- 


Lukins,  ({harlestoa,  South  Carolina, 
liaaa  W.  B.^cot,  do.  do. 

|4fl  Tajlor,  Wewport,  Kentucky  - 


60,000 

70,000 

115,000 

25,000 

$9,229,056 


ijierts  was  nibscquentlj  offered,  and  accepted,  pro- 

by  the  undermentioned  persons,  for  the  follow- 


iogftnon,  VIZ  ;   { 

W'Aim  Whanii,  Washington 

]       I  Do.         ■  do. 

ilol  Ai  C.  Jennings,  Richmond,  Virginia 


ti 


$190,000 
200,000 
176,000 

$566,000 


i 


i 


c. 


\      Treasdhy  Department. 
:  July  25,  1814. 

P  Stice  is  hcjreby  gitren,  that  proposals  will  be 
rtc  »ved  by  tht  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  until 
the  .i2d  day  ol'  August  next,  for  loaning  to  the 
VJd  'td  States  Ihe  sum  of  six  millions  of  dollars, 
(jr  ;  ^ly  part  thereof,  nut  less  than  twenty-five  mil- 
1^01  ,  of  dollar^,  the  same  being  in  part  of  the 
siir  t)f  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  authorized 
to  I  ^  borrowed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  24th 
day    5f  March  Jast. 

1  ;te  stock   tp  be  issued  for  the  money  loaned, 

ril  bear  an  itjterest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
pay#!)!e  quarlei"  yearly;  and  the  proposals  must 
disKiictly  state:  the  amount  of  money  offered  to 
be  ;  ijaned.  and  the  rate  at  which  the  aforesaid 
sjoc  [,will  be  received  for  the  same. 

;  1  ije  amount  loaned  is  to  be  paid  into  a  bank 
ci|r  f  \^ks  authorized  by  the  Treasury,  in  instal- 
Cjiei  Li  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

;  C  Je-fourth  part,  or  twenty-five  dollars  on  each 
bur  Jfed  dollar*,  on  the  tenth  day  of  September 
n^x  } 

■  /  ijd  one-fou/th  part  on  the  tenth  day  of  each 
aft  liensuing  fnonths,  of  October,  November,  and 
Dcr  ifnber  nexi. 

.  (Milhe  day  iSixed  for  the  payment  of  the  first, 
or  i»Ii|r  other  iristalmeot,all  the  remaining  instal- 
nseif:-.  may  be  jpaid  at  the  option  of  the  len  ler. 

:  life  proposals  must  state  the  banks  into  which 
ther^nder  may  desire  to  make  his  payments  ;  and 
be  I  11  be  allowed  to  make  them  according  to  his 
WIS,  ^5,  thus  expressed,  in  all  cases  where  the  con- 
ven   Ince  of  tho  Treasury  will  permit. 

1  ie  -same  teirms  will   be  allowed   to  all. whose 
pro   jsals  are  accepted. 

'IV  Z  proposals  will  be  received  for  a  sum  less 
thai*tweiity-five  thou-^and  dollars;  butacoramis- 
»ioQ,i|f  one-fouith  of  one  per  cent,  will  be  allowed 
l<j  aoi'  person  collecting  subscriptions  for  tiie  pur- 
pys^ivl  incorporating  them  in  one  proposal  to  the 
am(^-,bt  of  tweflty-five    thousand  dollars,  or   up 


bank  as  that  at  which  the  fint  iDstalmeDC  sh«ll 

be  paid. 

Scrip  certificates  will  be  issued  by  the  cashiers 
of  the  banks  where  the  payments  shall  be  made 
to  the  persons  making  the  payments;  and  the 
said  cashiers  will  endorse  on  these  certificates  the 
payments  of  the  several  instalments  when  made. 

The  scrip  certificates  will  be  as-sigoable  by  en- 
dorsement and  delivery,  and  will  be  funded  after 
the  completion  of  the  payments,  upon  presenta- 
tion to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  State 
where  the  payments  have  been  made. 

Certificates  of  funded  stock  will  also  be  issued, 
if  the  holders  of  scrip  certificates  shall  desire  it, 
for  the  amount  of  any  instalment  paid,  after  the 
payment  of  the  next  succeeding  instalment. 

The  funded  stock  to  be  thus  issued  will  be  ir- 
redeemable till  after  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1826;  will  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  other  funded  stock  of  the  United  States;  and 
will  be  charged  for  the  regular  and  quarterly  pay- 
ment of  its  interest,  and  for  the  ul.imate  reim- 
bursement of  its  principal,  upon  the  annual  fund 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt 
of  the  United  States  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in 
the  aforesaid  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814. 
G.  W.  CAMPBELL, 

Secretary  of  the  TVtasury. 


Ca. 
Baltimore.  August  22,  1814. 

Sir:  I  will  take  eighteen  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  the  six  millions  loan,  at  the  rate  of  eighty 
per  cent.  The  periods  of  payment  to  be  in  con- 
formity with  your  advertisement  for  proposals; 
and  the  banks  into  which  the  payments  shall  be 
made,  are  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Me- 
chanics' B.ink  of  Baltimore. 

1  am,  air,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  A.  SMITH. 
G,  W.  Campbell.  Esq.,  Sec^ry  TYeas^y. 


Cb. 

Treasury  Departmb.ht, 

August  31,  1814. 
Sir:  That  part  of  the  loan  of  six  raillioos  of 
dollars  for  which  the  proposals  were  accepted,  has 
been  taken  at  the  rate  of  eighty  dollars,  in  money 
for  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock.     Your  proposal 

for dollars  being  at  that  rate,  or  at  one  more 

favorable  for  the  United  States,  has  been  accepted, 
and  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  your  payments 
into  the  bank  or  banks  specified  id  your  proposal, 
in  the  manner,  and  at  the  times  stated  in  the  pub- 
lic notification.  But  as  some  delay,  the  cause  of 
which  IS  doubtless  known  to  you,  has  unavoid- 
ably taken  place  in  advising  you  of  the  acceptance 
ol  your  proposal,  the  first  payment  may,  if  your 


^Ip  provided  sue  .  proposal  shall  be  accepted,    convenience  shall  require  it!  be  madV'on'ihe  20t'h 
Uj'lailure  o{    payment  of  any  instalment,  the    ins"      •'•—-- 


U'xlijreceding  instalment  to  be  forfeited. 
-A^;  the  instailmeDts  must  be  paid  at  the 


same 


tead  of  the  10th  of  September,  as  required  by 
the  public  notification.  This,  however,  will  not 
affect  the  subsequent  instalmentj,  which  are,  nev- 
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ertbeless,  to  be  paid  on  the  days  already  fixed,  tiz'- 

the  10th  day  of  the  months  of  October,  Novem- 
ber and  December. 

The  same  causes  which  have  occasioned  a  de- 
lay in  advising  you  of  the  acceptance  of  your  pro- 
posal, will  perhaps  render  it  impossible  to  place 
the  scrip  certificates  in  the  hands  of  cashiers  of 
the  banks  where  the  payments  are  to  be  made,  by 
the  time  at  which  the  first  instalment  will  be  pay- 
able. If  this  should  be  the  case,  you  will  please 
to  receive  from  the  cashier  his  receipt  for  the 
amount  which  you  may  pay,  to  be  subsequently 
exchanged  for  a  scrip  certificate,  when  those  pa- 
pers shall  be  ready  for  delivery. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
G.  W.  CAMPBELL, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 

The  above  letter  was  addressed  to  the  follow- 
ing persons,  who  made  proposals  for  the  sums  af- 
fixed to  their  names  respectively,  viz  : 

WUiam  Rice,  Portsmouth  New  Hampshire  $43,000 

Henry  S.  Langdon,  do.  -         -         -         -  36,000 

Amasa  Stetson,      Boston          ...  37,000 

Jesse  Putnam,          do.    -         -         -         -  15,000 
Nathan  Waterman,  jr..  Providence  Rhode 

Island 10,000 

John  S.  Shearman,  Newport,  do.      -         -  25,000 

John  Savage,  Philadelphia        -         -         -  240,000 

William  W.  Smith,      do.         -         -         -  100,000 

William  Patterson  and  Sons,  Baltimore   -  70,000 

Dennis  A.  Smith,          do.        -         -         -  1,800,000 

James  L.  Hawkins,       do.        ...  15,000 

John  P.  Van  Ness,  and  others,  Washington  201,000 

David  English,  Georgetown     -         -         -  35,000 

John  Lukens,  Charleston          •         •         -  47,300 

George  M.  Deaderick,  Nashville       -         -  50,000 


$2,723,300 

There   has  been   subsequently  offered,  and  ac- 
cepted, proposals  from  the  undermentioned  per- 
sons, for  the  following  sums,  viz  : 
Georg«  T.  Dunbar,  Baltimore  -         •  120,000 

Clensent  Smith,  Georgetown  -        -        -  87,000 


$207,000 


Of  the  persons  who  originally  made  proposals, 
the  following  have  given  notice  that  they  could 
not  carry  them  into  effect : 

John  Savage,  Philadelphia       -         -         .      $240,000 
William  W.  Smith,         do.      -         -         .  100,000 

William  Patterson  and  Sons,  Baltimore   •  70,000 


$410,000 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  6,  1815.] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
spectfully report  to  Congress  as  follows  : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report,  of 
the  5th  of  February,  1814,  so  far  as  the  same 
bare  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  re- 


port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this 
Board,  dated  the  sixth  day  of  the  present  month, 
and  in  the  statements  therein  referred  to.  which 
are  herewith  transmitted, and  prayed  to  be  received 
as  part  of  this  report. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tern. 
JAMES  MONROE. 
Acting  Secretary  of  Slate. 

A.J.DALLAS, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Wabuingto.n,  February  6,  1815. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund — 
That  the  balance  of  moneys  advanced  on  account  of 
the  public  debt,  remaining  unexpended  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1812,  and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  after  that  year,  which  balance,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to  ....       $335,826  04 

Together  with  sums  disbursed  from 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  1813, 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt,  which  sums, 
as  appears  by  the  statement  C,  an- 
nexed to  the  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to  .... 

Together  with  a  further  sum  arising 
from  profit  in  exchange  on  remit- 
tances from  America  to  Europe,  du- 
ring the  year  1813,  amounting,  as 
appears  by  the  statement  D,  an- 
nexed to  the  last  annu- 
al report,  to  -  -  $98,452  06 
From  which  is  to  be  de- 


ll,110,117  43 


ducted,  as  explained  in 
the  note  to  the  state- 
ment B,  annexed  to 
this  report,  the  sum  of 


6,202  20 


And  with  a  further  sum,  being  the  dif- 
ference between  the  principal  of 
stock  purchased  during  the  year 
1813,  and  the   money  paid  for  the 


same, 


of 


92,249  86 


1,902  34 


And  amounting,  together,  to 


.$11,540,095  67 


Have  been  accounted  for  in  in  the  following  man- 
ner, vii: 

I.  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1813,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys  hereto- 
fore advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  as 
appears  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  the  last  an- 
nual report,  the  sum  of  -         -         -  $2,002  43 

II.  The  sums  actually  applied  during 
the  year  1813,  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts 
rendered  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, amounted,  as  will  appear  by 
the  annexed  statement  A,  to  ten 
millions  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  seven  dollars  forty-nine  cenU, 
viz : 


11 


'I 


i 
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l^(n  reimbursement 
V>f  the  principal  of 
|lhe  public  d^bt       -  $7,177,432  27 

\2i  pn  account  of  the 
ji^terest  anJ  changes 
km  the  same   -         •     3,i99,455  22 


i|  The  ball 
Sr^,  at  the 
**d  applic 
^^e   after 


10,776,887  49 


anfe  remaining  unexpend- 
(Jlose  of  the  year  1813, 
pplicafele  to  payments  falling 
e  after  that  y«ar,  as  ascertained 
^''V  accounts  rendered  to  the  Trea- 
^Jry  Departfpent,  amounted,  as  will 
»^pear  by  t^e  annexed  statement 
'     to     - 


761,205  75 
$11,540,095  67 


{jTiat,  during^  the  year  1814,  the  following  disburse- 
mii-ti  were  mitde  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of 
tb% principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  m: 
I. .On  account  of  the  interest  and  re- 

Ifubursement,  of  the  funded  domea- 

lic  debt  :.-... 

tT«')n    account  of  the   principal   and 

Interest  of  temporary  loans,  tu  : 
teimbursement  of  prin- 
cipal        -         -         -  250,000  00 


$4,937,451   33 


Payment  of  interest      •     57,798  90 

,  

3.  I^n  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
^*rest  of  Treasury  notes 

4.  L»n  account  of  the  interest  on  Lou- 
«iana  stock,  payable  in  Europe 


307,798  90 

2.979,783  40 

161,847  06 


L|>dun 
Bie  ai 


dunting,  tO|i{«ther,as  will  appear  by 
nneied  list  of  warrants,  marked 

:         '         -         -         -    $8,386,880  59 


^'*  hich  disbu.semenu  were  made  out  of  the  following 


VII : 
rom  the  balance 


442,254  11 


of  the  annual  appropriation  of 

j-ifeht  million :(  of  dollars  for  the  year  1813,  remaining 
:    fcnexpended  at  the  end  of  that  year,  which  balance 

iiuounted,  ifl  stated  in  the  last  an- 

•i|ial  report,  U)  -  -  -         - 

n*from    the   funds  constituting  the 
:     |t»ouai  appii>priation  of  eight  mil- 

tacns  of  dollars  for  the  year   1814, 

}% 

Tu  10  the  fund  itrising  from  the  interest 
ill  the  debt  transferred  to  the  Com- 
Rjssioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as 
Mir  statemeyt,  I  $2,003,495  i\ 

Ti  1^  the  fund' arising 
irpm  the  net  proceeds 
I;  the  sales  -of  pub- 
1(5  lands,  b«ng  the 
•jtiiount  received  into 
Me    Treasury    from 
1*    1st  of  October, 
iil3.  to  the  30lh  of 
^     *«*ptembcr,  1814,  as 

^jr  statement  K,     -     1,021,058  19 
Frlt^i   the    pro<*eed8  of 
^Lijties      on     goods, 
If  ires,  and  mirchan- 
fite,   import«d,  and 


on   the    tonnage  of 

vessels    -         .         .    4,633,736  10 

$7,668,289  83 

Which  sum  of    -         -  $7,658,289  83 

Being  deducted  from 
the  annual  appropri- 
ation of  -         -         -     8,000,000  00 

Leaves  an  undrawn 
balance,  to  be  applied 
in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the 
year  1815,  of  - 


341,710   17 


III.  From  repayments  into  the  Trea- 
sury,  on  account  of  moneys  hereto- 
fore advanced  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  Louisiana  stock  in 
Etuope,  and  for  the  payment  of  tha 
principal  and  interest  of  Treasury 
notes,  as  will  appear  by  the  an- 
nexed statement  E         -         .         . 


286,336  65 


That  the  disbursements  above  men- 
tioned, together  with  the  balance 
above  stated,  which  remained  un- 
expended at  the  end  of  the  year 
1813,  of 

Together  with  a  further  sum  arising 
from  profit  in  exchange,  on  remit- 
tances from  America  to  Europe, 
made  in  the  year  1814,  and  amount- 
ing,  as  appears  by  the  annexed 
statement  D,  to      - 

Making  together         ... 


8,336,880  59 


761,805  75 


19,827  61 


$9,167,913  95 


Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in 
conformity  with  the  accounts  which  shall  then  have 
been  rendered  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

That,  in  the  meantime,  the  manner  in  which  the 
said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows,  viz  : 
I.  The  repayments  into  the  'i'reasury  on  account 
of  the  principal  of  moneys  advanced  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  the  Louisiana  stock  in  Europe, 
and  for  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest  of 
Treasury  notes,  have  amounted,  during  the  year 
1814,  as  by  the  above-mentioned 
sUtement  E,  to      -         -         -         .  286,336  65 

II  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 
the  year  1814,  to  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  are  esti- 
mated as  follows : 

1.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  pubUc  debt    $4,283,735  90 

2.  Paid  on  account  of 
interest  and  charges 

on  the  same  -         -      4,586,348  51 


As  will  appear  by  the  annexed  state- 
ment F 

III.  The  balance  which  remained  un- 
expended at  the  end  of  the  year 
1814,  and  applicable  to  payments 
falling  due  after  that  year,  is  estima- 
ted, per  annexed  statement  G,  at    • 


8,870,084  44 


11,492  86 
$9,167,913  95 
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TTiat,  agreeably  to  the  tenm  of  the  contracts  by 
which  certain  temporary  loans  had  heretofore  been  ob- 
tained, under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
March,  1812,  the  instalraenu  of  the  following  loans, 
which  became  payable  in  the  year  1814,  were  duly 
paid  at  the  times  when  they  respectively  became 
payable,  viz : 
To  the   Bank    of   Baltimore,    on    the 

16lh  >ovember,  1814     -         -         -       $100,000  00 
To  the  Sute  Bank,  at  Charleston,  on 

the  1st  December,  1814  -         -  150,000  00 


$250,000  00 


Two  instalments  of  S250.000  each,  which  be- 
came  payable  on  the   16th  and  31st  December, 

1814,  to  the  State  Bank,  Boston,  were  not  paid, 
it  having  been  impracticable,  in  consequence  of 
the  general  suspension  of  payments  in  specie,  by 
the  banks,  to  transfer  the  amount  from  those  banks 
in  which  the  moneys  of  the  Treasury  were  de- 
posited, to  Boston,  where  the  payment  was  to  be 
made,  and  equally  impracticable  to  obtain  the 
money  on  the  spot  for  that  purpose. 

That,  during  the  year  1814,  and  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1815.  Treasury  notes  became  payable 
(in  addition  to  those  payable  in  the  months  of 
January  and  February.  1S14.  lor  the  payment  of 
which  money  was  advanced  in  the  year  1813,  as 
stated  in  the  annual  report  of  February,  1814) 
amounting  to  S5.357,300.  Of  these,  there  was 
paid,  or  money  advanced  from  the  Treasury  for 
their  payment,  notes  amounting  to  S2.55S.100.  at 
the  times  and  places  stated  in  the  annexed  state- 
ment, marked  L.  From  the  same  causes  as  those 
above  stated,  which  prerented  the  reimbursement 
of  the  temporary  loans  payable  to  the  State  Bank. 
Boston,  it  was  impracticable  to  provide  at  the 
Treasury  for  the  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the 
above  mentioned  notes  ;  and  they  remain  unpaid, 
amounting  to  $2,799,200.  The  times  when,  and 
the  places  at  which,  they  became  payable,  are 
exhibited  in  the  annexed  statement,  marked  M. 

For  the  payment  of  the  dividend  on  the  domes- 
tic funded  debt,  payable  at  the  Loan  Office  m  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the  1st  day  of  October.  1814,  the 
Commissioner  of  Loans  was  furnished  with  a 
draft  of  ttie  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
Slate  Bank.  Boston.  h<?  having  at  that  time  a 
much  larger  sum  than  was  necessary  for  this  ob- 
ject, deposited  to  his  credit  m  that  bank.  The 
draft  was.  nevertheless,  refused  payment  by  the 
bank,  except  upon  the  condition  of  paying  the 
public  creditors,  whose  dividends  amounted  to 
one  hundred  dollars,  or  upwards,  in  Treasury 
notes  ;  and  the  payment  to  such  of  the  creditors. 
as  have  been  paid,  is  tindersiood  to  have  been 
made  in  that  way. 

For  the  payment  of  the  dividend,  payable  at 
the  same  Loan  Office,  on  the  1st  day  of  January 

1815.  the  Treasury  was  unable,  from  the  causes 
above  stated,  to  make  any  other  provision  than 
tbalof  Treasury  notes;  and  such  of  the  public 
creditors.as  have  received  their  dividends  payable 
that  day.  at  that  Loan  office,  have  been  paid  in 
those  notes. 


A  statement  marked  H,  is  annexed,  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  stock  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioner!>  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  standing  to  their 
credit  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  3l3l 
December,  1814. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.J.  DALLAS. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Febrl'ary  6,  1815. 

[The  tabular  statements  are  omitted.] 


IMPROVEMENT  AND  INCREASE  OF  THE 
MLLITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  November  5,  1814.] 

Senate's  Committee  Chamber, 

September  23,  1814. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
committee,  appointed  to  lake  into  consideration 
the  accompanying  resolution.  I  do  myself  the 
honor  to  ask  information  from  you  upon  the  fol- 
lowing points : 

1st.  What  are  the  defects  in  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment  ? 

2d.  What  further  provisions,  by  law,  are  deem- 
ed necessary  to  remedy  such  defects  ? 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  ray  high 
consideration. 

WM.  B.  GILES,  Chairman. 
The  Hon.  James  Monroe, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Committee  Chamber,  Sept. 2i,  1814. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  I  now  do  myself 
the  honor  of  enclosing,  for  your  consideration,  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,*  and 
of  requesting  that,  in  replying  to  the  inquiries 
made  by  the  committee  on  yesterday,  you  will 
give  sucli  information,  and  in  such  manner,  in 
relation  to  the  objects  of  the  said  resolution,  as 
you  may  judge  advisable. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  ray  high 
conideraiion. 

WM.  B.  GILES.  Chairman. 

The  Hon.  James  Monroe. 
Acting  Secretary  of  IVar. 


Department  or  War. 

October  17,  1814. 

Sir  :  The  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
the  other  duties  of  ihe  Department,  which  could 
not  fail  to  be  very  sensibly  felt,  at  so  interesting 
a  period,  by  a  person  who  had  just  taken  charge 
of  It,  are  my  apology  for  not  answering  your  let- 
ter of  the  23d  of  September,  at  an  earlier  day,  on 
the  defects  of  the  present  Military  Establishment. 

'Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  preparations 
for  the  defence  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  whe- 
ther any  further  provisions,  by  law,  be  necessary  for 
that  object. 
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•pae  consideration  has  beea  bestowed  on   the 
i8i/.«ject-mattfr  of  that  letter,  and  I  have  now  the 


<  si:  L«jeci-niatifr  oi  u 
'  hkiior  to  subyiit  to 

•  rAurt : 

i;    Jl.  That    t^   pre; 

•  aliDuntin?  tii  62,44^ 


the  cooiraUtee 


the  following 


)resent    Military  Establishment, 

aiiDunting  tii  62,448  men,  be  preserved  and  made 

•  C|mplete,  an^  that  the  most  efficient  means  au- 

t^>rized  by  tl»e  Constitution,  and  consistent  witli 

lii\  equal  rigSits  of  our  fellow-citizens,  be  adopted 

;  t't  jilt  the  rank^',  and  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

i    tL  That  a   permanent   force,  consisting  of  not 

jlo'-^  than  40,0 jO  men,   in  addition  to  the  present 

«.  ^  <iitary  Estcblishment,  be  raised,  for  the  defence 

|o   #ur  cities  i»nd  frontiers,  under  an  engagement 

\  b    the  Executive  with  each  corps  that  it  shall  be 

.Ci  iployed  in  ihat  service  within  certain  specified 

')i  [Mts.     Andahat  a  proportional  augmentation  of 

.g:  iteral  oflict|rs  of  each  grade,  and  other  staff,  be 

Di  i^ided  for. 

,    [L  That  th<i  corps  of  engineers  be  enlarged. 
!    4.  That  thf  ordnance  department  be  amended. 
;  'PLespeciin;/  the  enlargement   of  the  corps  of 
e[k;ineers.  I  :^all  submit  hereafter  a  more  detailed 
c^municat>on. 

|For  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  ordnance 
dijjartment,  |  submit  a  report  from  the  senior  of- 
fijirr  in  that  eepartment,  now  in  this  city,  which 
=  iiiL^p proved.  » 

*1  shall  be  riiady  and  happy  to  communicate  such 
fi;  riher  remarks  and  details  on  these  subjects  as 
^1  ^.committr^  may  desire,  and  shall  request  per- 
ir  (sion  to  suggest,  hereafter,  the  result  of  further 
at  .^ntion  to,  and  reflection  on,  our  Military  Estab- 
li'  limeni  generally,  should  anything  occur  which 
a.'  ly  be  deenr,ed  worthy  its  attention. 

I  have  the  iionor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
V)  ry  obedien;  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
t|on.  WillUm  B.  Giles, 
;    Chairvuin  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

V  \        r       — 

I  Explanatory  Obsercaiions. 

[p  providing  a  force  necessary  to  bring  this  war 

tt  -4  happy  termination,   the  nature  of  the  crisis 

ir,  which  weare   involved,  and    the  extent  of  its 

dvigers,  claii'ii  particular  attention.  If  the  means 

not  fully  adequate   to   the  end,  discomfiture 

ift  inevitably  ensue. 

[t  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  it  is  the  object 
[the  British  Government,  by  striking  at  the 
.■cipal  sources  of  our  prosperity,  to  diminish 
k'  iraporlanre,  if  not  to  destroy  the  political  ex- 
pnce  of  the  United  Stales.  If  any  doubt  re- 
jrii|ned  on  tkis  subject,  it  has  been  completely 
r*  i^oved  by  rtie  despatches  from  our  Ministers  at 
G  ipnt,  whict  were  lately  laid  before  Congress. 
\  nation  t^otltending  for  its  existence  against 
a^  (nemy  potverful  by  land  and  sea,  favored,  in  a 
P'  ;uliar  manner,  by  extraordinary  events,  must 
H'^ke  great  exertions,  and  suffer  great  sacrifices. 
F^jced  to  contend  again  for  our  liberties  and  in- 
d«*ndence,  've  are  called  on  for  a  display  of  all 
Ul'  patriotism  which  distinguished  our  fellow- 
zens  in  tfte  first  great  struggle.  It  may  be 
[tly  concluded  that  if  the  United  States  sacri- 


fice any  right,  or  make  any  dishonorable  conces- 
sion to  the  demands  of  the  British  Governmeni, 
the  spirit  of  the  nation  will  be  broken,  and  the 
foundations  of  their  union  and  independence  sha- 
ken. The  United  States  must  relinquish  no  right 
or  perish  in  the  struggle.  There  is  no  interme- 
diate ground  to  rest  on.  A  concession  on  one 
point  leads  directly  to  the  surrender  of  every  other. 
The  result  of  the  contest  cannot  be  doubtful.  The 
highest  confidence  is  entertained  that  the  stronger 
the  pressure,  and  the  greater  the  danger,  the  more 
firm  and  vigorous  will  be  the  resistance,  and  the 
more  successful  and  glorious  the  result. 

It  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  lay 
waste  and  destroy  our  cities  and  villages,  and  to 
desolate  our  coast,  of  which  examples  have  al- 
ready been  afforded.  It  is  evidently  bis  intention 
to  press  the  war  along  the  whole  extent  of  our 
seaboard,  in  the  hope  of  exhausting  equally  the 
spirits  of  the  people  and  the  national  resources. 
There  is  also  reason  to  presume  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention to  press  the  war  from  Canada  on  the  ad- 
joining States,  while  attempts  are  made  on  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  other  important  points, 
with  a  view  to  the  vain  project  of  dismemberment 
or  subjugation.  It  may  be  inferred  likewise,  to 
be  a  part  of  the  scheme,  to  continue  to  invade 
this  part  of  the  Union,  while  a  separate  force  at- 
tacks the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  in  the  hope  of  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  that  great  inlet  and 
key  to  the  commerce  of  all  that  portion  of  the 
United  States  lying  westward  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains.  The  peace  in  Europe  having  given 
to  the  enemy  a  large  disposable  force,  has  essen- 
tially favored  these  objects. 

The  advantage  which  a  great  naval  superiority 
gives   to  the  enemy,  by  enabling  him  to  move 
troops  from  one  quarter  lo  another,  from  Maine 
to  the  Mississippi,  a  coast  of  two  thousand  miles 
extent,  is  very  considerable.     Even  a  small  force, 
moved  in  this  manner,  for  the  purposes  avowed 
by  the  British  commanders,  cannot  fail  to  be  sen- 
sibly fell ;  more  especially  by  those  who  are  most 
exposed  to  it.     It  is  obvious  that,  if  the  militia  are 
to  be  relied  on,  principally,  for  the  defence  of  our 
cities  and  coast  against  these  predatory  and  deso- 
lating incursions,  wherever  tbey  may  be  made, 
that,  by  interfering  with  their  ordinary  pursuits 
of  industry,  it  must  be  attended  with  serious  in- 
terruption and  loss  to  them,  and  an  injury  to  the 
public,  while  it  greatly  increases  the  expense.     It 
IS  an  object,  therefore,  of  the  highest  importance, 
to   provide  a  regular  force   with   the  means  of 
transporting  it  from  one  quarter  to  another,  along 
our  coast,  thereby  following  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  with  the  greatest  possible  rapidity, 
and  repelling  the  attack  wherever  it  may  be  made. 
These  remarks  are  equally  true  as  to  the  militia 
service  generally,  under  the  present  organization 
of  the  militia,  and  the  short  terms  of  service  pre- 
scribed  by  law.     It   may   be  stated   with  confi- 
dence, that  at  least  three  times  the  force,  in  mili- 
tia, has  been  employed  at  our  principal  cities, 
along  the  coast  and  on  the  frontier,  in  marching 
to,  and  returning  thence,  that  would  have  been 
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necessary  in  regular  troops ;  and  that  the  expense 
attending  it  has  been  more  than  proportionably 
augmented,  from  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impos- 
sibility of  preserving  the  same  degree  of  system 
in  the  militia  as  in  the  regular  service. 

But  it  will  not  be  suflScient  to  repel  these  pre- 
datory and  desolating  incursioos.     To  bring  the 
war  to  an  honorable  termination,  we  must  not  be 
contented  with    defending   ourselves.     Different 
feelings  must  be  touched,  and  apprehensions  ex- 
cited, in  the  British  Government.     By  pushing 
the  war  into  Canada,  we  secure  the  friendship  of 
the  Indian   tribes,  and   command  their  bervices.  1 
otherwise  to  be  turned  by  the  enemy  against  us;  j 
we  relieve  the  coast  from  the  desolation  which  is  j 
intended  for  it,  and  we  keep  in  our  hands  a  safe 
pledge  for  an  honorable  peace. 

It  follows,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  it 
will   be  necessary  to    bring  into   the  field,  next 
campaign,  not  less  than  one   hundred  thousand  i 
regular  troops.     Such  a  force,  aided,  in  extraor-  | 
dinary  emergencies,  by  volunteers  and  the  militia,  j 
will  place  us  above  all  inquietude  as  to  the  final  j 
result  of  this  contest.     It  will  fix  on  a  solid  and  | 
imperishable  foundation,  our  Union  and  independ-  : 
ence,  on  which  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  our  | 
fellow-citizens  so  essentially  depend.     It  will  se-  j 
cure  to  the   United  States  an  early  and  advan-  | 
tageous  peace.    It  will  arrest,  in  the  further  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  the  desolation  of  our  cities  and  | 
our  coast,  by  enabling  us  to  retort  on  the  enemy  | 
those  calamities  which  our  citizens  have  been  al- 
ready doomed  to  suffer — a   resort  which  self  de- 
fence  alone,  and   a  sacred  regard  for  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  nation,  could  induce  the  United 
States  to  adopt. 

The  return  of  the  regular  force  now  in  service, 
laid  before  you,  will  show  how  many  men  will 
be  necessary  to  fill  the  present  corps ;  and  the  re- 
turn of  the  numerical  f^orce  of  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment  will  show  how  many  are  re- 
quired to  complete  it  to  the  number  proposed. 
The  next  and  most  important  inquiry  is,  how 
shall  these  men  be  raised  ?  Under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  evident  that  the  most  prompt 
and  efficient  mode  that  can  be  devised,  consistent 
with  the  equal  rights  of  every  citizen,  ought  to 
be  adopted.  The  following  plans  are  respectfully 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 
Being  distinct  in  their  nature.  I  will  present  each 
separately, with  tbeconsiderations  applicable  loit. 

First  Plan. 

Let  the  free  male  population  of  the  United 
States,  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  be 
formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred  men  each,  and 
lei  each  class  l"urnish  four  men  for  the  war,  with- 
in ihiriy  days  after  the  classification,  and  replace 
them  in  the  event  of  casualty. 

The  classification  lo  be  formed  with  a  view  to  • 
the  equal  distribution  of  property  among  the  sev-  ' 
eral  classes.  j 

If  any  class  fails  to  provide  the  men  required  I 
of  it,  within  the  time  specified,  they  shall  be  j 
raised  by  draught  on  the  whole  class,  any  person  I 
13th  Con.  3d  Sess.— 48 


thus  draughted  being  allowed  to  furnish  a  sub- 
stitute. 

The  present  bounty  in  land  to  be  allowed  to 
each  recruit,  and  the  present  bounty  in  money, 
which  is  paid  to  each  recruit  by  the  United  States, 
to  be  paid  to  each  draught  by  all  the  inhabitants 
within  the  precinct  of  the  class  within  which  the 
draught  may  be  made,  equally,  according  to  the 
value  of  the  property  which  they  may  respect- 
ively possess;  and   if^  such    bounty  be   not    paid 

within  days,  the  same  to  be  levied  on  all  the 

taxable  property  of  the  said  inhabitants;  and,  in 
like  manner,  the  bounty,  whatever  it  may  be, 
which  may  be  employed  in  raising  a  recruit,  to 
avoid  a  draught,  to  be  assessed  on  the  taxable 
property  of  the  whole  precinct. 

The  recruits  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruit- 
ing officer  in  each  district,  to  be  marched  to  such 
places  of  general  rendezvous  as  may  be  designa- 
ed  by  the  Department  of  War. 

That  this  plan  will  be  efficient  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed. It  is  evident  that  the  men  contemplated  may 
soon  be  raised  by  it.  Three  modes  occur  by  which 
it  may  be  carried  into  effect :  Isi.  By  placing  the 
execution  of  it  in  the  hands  of  the  county  courts 
throughout  the  United  States:  2d.  By  relyingon 
the  militia  officers  in  each  county  :  3d.  By  ap- 
pointing particular  persons  for  that  purpose  ia 
every  county.  It  is  believed  that  either  of  these 
modes  would  be  found  adequate. 

Nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  well  founded 
objection  to  the  right  in  Congress  to  adopt  this 
plan,  or  to  lis  equality  in  its  application  to  our 
fellow-citizens  individually.  Congress  have  a 
right,  by  the  Constitution,  to  raise  regular  armies, 
and  no  restraint  is  imposed  on  the  exercise  of  it, 
except  in  the  provisions  which  are  intended  to 
guard  generally  against  the  abuse  of  power,  with 
none  ol  which  does  this  plan  interfere.  It  is  pro- 
posed that  it  shall  operate  on  all  alike  ;  that  none 
shall  be  exempted  from  it  except  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States,  and  the  Governors 
of  the  several  Slates. 

It  would   be  absurd  to  sup]X)se  thai  Congress 
could  not  carry  this  power  into  effect,  otherwise 
than  by  accepting  the  voluntary  bervice  of  indi- 
viduals.    It  might  happen  that  an  army  could  not 
be  raised  in  that  mode,  whence  the  power  would 
have   been   granted    in  vain.     The  safety  of  the 
State  might  depend  on  such  an  army.   Long-con- 
tinued invasions,  conducted  by  regular,  well  dis- 
ciplined  troops,  can   best   be   repelled   by  troops 
kept  constantly  in  the  field,  and  equally  well  dis- 
ciplined.   Courage  in  an  army  is,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, mechanical.     A   small   body,  well   trained, 
accustomed    to   action,   gallantly    led    on,  often 
breaks  three  or  four  times  the  number  of  more 
respectable  and  more  brave,  but  raw  and  undis- 
ciplined troops.     The  sense  of  danger  is  dimin- 
ished by  frequent  exposure  to  it.  without  harm  ; 
and  confidence,  even  in  the  timid,  is  inspired  by 
a  knowledge  that  reliance  may  be  placed  on  oth- 
ers, which  can  grow  up  only  by  service  together. 
The  grant  to  Congre.-s  to  rai-e  armies,  was  made 
with  a  knowledge  of  all  these  circumstances,  and 
with  an  intention  that  it  should  take  effect.    The 
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fra  ijers  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  States  who 
ra  led  It.  knew  the  advantage  which  an  enemy 
in  nt  have  over  us.  by  regular  forces,  and  intend- 
^d^  if  place  their  country  on  an  equal  footing. 
t  ,  'lie  idea  that  the  United  Slates  cannot  raise  a 
/e,V}lar  army  in  any  other  mode  than  by  accept- 
}n/i^he  voluntary  serviceof  individuals,  is  believ- 
ed«t)  be  repugnant  to  the  uniform  construction 
of  L^l  grants  of  power,  and  equally  so  to  the  first 
prAtiples  and  leading:  objects  of  the  Federal  cotn- 
balij  An  unqualified  grant  of  power  gives  the 
^Tl^  ijis  nece.ssary  to  carry  it  into  effect.  This  is 
^D  itiiversal  maxim,  which  admits  of  no  excep- 
lic  ;  Equally  true  IS  it.  that  the  conservation  of 
tht  ^tate  IS  a  duty  paramount  to  all  others.  The 
CO'  ijnonwealth  has  a  right  to  the  service  of  all 
Its  {tizens;  or.  rather,  the  citizens  composing  the 
co»  jinonwealih  have  a  right,  collectively  and  in- 
di^JUually.  10  the  service  of  each  other,  to  repel 
^nfilanger  which  may  be  menaced.  The  man- 
net  tin  which  the  service  is  to  he  apportioned 
anli^ng  the  citizens,  and  rendered  by  them,  are 
obfc-l:t>  of  legislation.  All  that  is  to  be  dreaded 
in  [^uch  case.  is.  the  abuse  of  power  ;  and.  happi- 
ly, \,ur  Constitution  has  provided  ample  security 
H<!  irnst  that  evil. 

i  support  of  this  right  in  Congress,  the  militia 
iei  rice  affords  a  conclusive  proof  and  striking  ex- 
sin  jjle.  The  organization  of  tht-  miliiia  is  an  act 
of  public  authority,  not  a  voluntary  association. 
Tjj  service  requir»'d  must  be  performed  by  all, 
Ot^.^r  penalties,  which  delinquents  pav.  The 
de«^rous  and  patriotic  perform  them  cheerfully. 
ill  itie  alacrity  with  which  the  call  of  the  Gov- 
^r  pienl  has  been  obeyed,  and  the  cheerfulness 
"W  |j  which  the  service  has  been  performed 
♦<h  >VLighoui  the  United  States,  by  the  great  body 
^i  y\e  miliiia.  there  is  abundant  cause  to  rejoice 
jn  <he  strength  of  our  Republican  institutions, 
at  il»  in  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

f  he  plan  proposed  is  not  more  compulsive  than 

th  -militia  service,  while  a  is  free   from  most  of 

tl  ^  objections  to   it.     The  militia  service  calls 

fr  JD   home,  for  long  terras,   whole  districts  of 

lc\  Jtntry.     None  can  elude    the  call.     Few  can 

'pfiid    the  service;  and   those  who  do  are  com- 

Jv  ijed  to  pay  great  sums  for  substitutes.     This 

p:  111  fixes  on  no  one  personally,  and  opens  to  all 

«*'  ip  choose   It  a  chance  of  declining  the  service. 

It  i  a   principal  object  of  this  plan  to  engage  in 

tlfdefenceofjhe  State  the  unmarried  and''youih- 

i..._i  L.^j   defenil    it,  and    best  be  spared. 

those  who  render  this  important 

dequale  compensation    from  the  vol- 

^ry  contributions  ol  the  more  wealthy,  in  ev- 

^|class.     Great  confidence  is  entertained    that 

Ih  contribution  will  be  made  in   time  to  avoid 

^a-'^aught.     Indeed,    it    is  believed   to  be  the  ne- 

ctt-i-ary  and   inevitable  tendency  of  this  plan  to 

•  pi  .puce  that  effect. 

i.  j''^  limittd  powers  which  the  United  Slates 
(hi  I|e  in  organizing  the  militia  may  be  urged  a> 
'a'  argumt-nt  against  their  right  to  raise  regular 
iftr  .9ps  in  the  mode  proposed.  If  any  argument 
;c#4id  be  drawn  from  that  circumstance,  f  should 
;  st'ppose  that  it  would  be  in  favor  of  an  opposite 


V*  defence  ol.  trie 
fvi' who  can  best 
jlM  to  secure  to  I 
B*j|f  ice  an  adequa 


conclusion.  The  power  of  the  United  States 
over  the  militia  has  been  limited,  and  that  for 
raising  regular  armies  granted  without  limitation. 
There  was  doubtless  some  object  in  this  arran<Te- 
ment.  The  fair  inference  seems  to  be,  that  it  was 
made  on  great  consideration  ;  that  the  limitation 
in  the  first  instance,  was  intentional,  the  conse- 
quence of  the  unqualified  grant  in  the  second. 
But  it  is  s-aid,  that,  by  drawing  the  men  from  the 
militia  service  into  the  regulararmy.  and  putting 
them  under  regular  officers,  you  violate  a  princi- 
ple of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  that  the 
militia  shall  be  commanded  by  their  own  officers. 
If  this  was  the  fact,  the  conclusion  would  follow. 
But  It  is  not  the  fact.  The  men  are  not  drawn 
from  the  militia,  but  from  the  population  of  the 
country.  When  they  enlist  voluntarily,  it  is  not 
as  militiamen  that  they  act,  but  as  citizens.  If 
they  are  draughted,  it  must  be  in  the  same  sense. 
In  both  instances,  they  are  enrolled  id  the  militia 
corps;  but  that,  as  is  presumed,  cannot  prevent 
the  voluntary  act  in  the  one  instance  or  the  com- 
pulsive in  the  other.  The  whole  population  of 
the  United  States,  within  certain  ages,  belon*'  to 
these  corps.  If  the  United  States  could  not  form 
regular  armies  from  them,  they  could  raise  none. 

In  proposing  a  draught  as  one  of  the  modes  of 
raising  men.  in  case  of  actual  necessity,  in  the 
present  great  emergency  of  the  country,  I  have 
thought  It  my  duly  to  examine  such  objections  to 
It  as  occurred,  particularly  those  of  a  Constitu- 
tional nature.  It  is  from  ray  sacred  regard  for 
the  princi[)les  of  our  Constitution,  that  I  have 
ventured  to  trouble  the  committee  with  any  re- 
marks on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Should  it  appear  that  this  mode  of  raising  re- 
cruits was  justly  objectionable,  on  account  of  the 
tax  on  property,  from  difl5culiies  which  may  be 
apprehended  in  the  execution,  or  from  other 
causes,  it  may  be  advi>able  to  decline  the  tax, 
and  for  the  Government  to  pay  the  whole  boun- 
ty. In  this  case,  it  is  proposed  that,  in  lieu  of  the 
present  bounty,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  allowed 
to  each  recruit  or  draught,  at  the  time  of  his  en- 
gagement, and  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  ad- 
dition to  the  present  bounty  in  land,  for  every  year 
that  the  war  may  continue. 

It  is  impossible  to  state,  with  mathematical  ac- 
curacy, the  number  which  will  be  raised  by  the 
ratio  of  4  to  100,  or  1  to  25,  nor  is  it  necessary. 
It  is  probable  that  it  will  be  rather  more  than 
sufficient  to  fill  the  present  corps.  The  extra 
number,  in  that  case,  may  form  a  part  of  the  local 
force  in  contemplation,  a  power  to  that  effect  be- 
ing given  to  the  President. 

Mo  radical  change  in  the  present  Military 
Establi«.hment  is  proposed.  Should  any  modifi- 
cation be  found  necessary,  on  further  considera- 
tion, it  will  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  com- 
munication. It  IS  thought  advisable,  in  general, 
to  preserve  the  corps  in  their  present  form,  and 
to  fill  them  with  new  recruits,  in  the  manner 
staled.  All  these  corps  have  already  seen  service, 
and  many  of  tiiem  acquired  in  active  scenes  much 
experience  and  useful  knowledge.  By  preserving 
them  in  their  present  form,  and  under  their  pres- 
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ent  officers,  and  filling  them  with  new  recruits, 
the  improvement  of  the  latter  will  be  rapid.  In 
two  or  three  months,  it  will  be  difl&cult  to  distin- 
guish between  the  new  and  old  levies. 

The  additional  force  to  be  provided  amounts 
to  forty  thousand  men.  Of  this  it  is  proposed 
that  local  corps  be  raised,  to  consist  partly  of  in- 
fantry, partly  of  mounted  men.  and  partly  of  ar- 
tillery. There  is  reason  to  believe  that  such  corps 
may  be  raised  in  the  principal  cities,  and  even  on 
the  frontiers,  to  serve  for  the  war.  under  an  en- 
gagement as  to  the  limit  beyond  which  they 
should  not  be  carried.  Every  able-bodied  citizen 
is  willing  and  ready  to  fight  for  his  liome.  his 
family,  and  his  country,  when  invaded.  Of  this 
we  have  seen  in  the  present  year  the  most  hono- 
rable and  gratifying  proofs.  It  does  not  suit  all, 
however,  to  go  great  distances  from  home.  This 
generous  and  patriotic  spirit  may  be  taken  ad- 
vantage of.  under  proper  arrangements,  with  the 
happiest  effects  to  the  country,  and  without  es- 
sential inconvenience  to  the  parties. 

The  officers  who  may  be  appointed  to  com- 
mand these  corps  should  be  charged  with  recruit- 
ing them.  Local  defence  being  their  sole  object, 
it  may  be  presumed  that  the  cjrps  will  soon  be 
raised.  Patriotism  alone  will  furnish  a  very  pow- 
erful motive.  It  seems  reasonable,  however,  that 
some  recompense  should  be  made  to  those  who 
relieve  others  from  the  burden;  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  filty  dollars  to  each  recruit  will, 
it  is  pre.sumed,  be  deemed  sufficient. 

It  IS  proposed  that  this  additional  force  shall 
form  a  part  of  any  plan  that  may  be  adopted. 

Second  Plan. 

This  plan  consists  of  a  clas.Nificatioo  of  the  mi- 
litia, and  the  extension  of  their  terras  of  service. 

Let  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  be 
divided  into  the  following  classes,  viz.: 

All  free  male  persons,  capable  of  service,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  18  and  25,  into  one  class;  all 
those  between  the  ages  of  25  and  32.  into  another 
class  ;  and  those  between  32  and  45,  into  a  third 
class. 

It  is  proposed,  also,  that  the  President  shall  have 
power  to  call  into  service  any  portion  of  either 
of  thes.' classes  which,  in  his  judgment,  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  country  may  require,  to  remain  in 
service  two  years  from  the  time  each  corps  shall 
be  assembled  at  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 

It  is  believed  that  a  shorter  terra  than  two  years 
would  not  give  to  these  corps  the  efficiency  in 
military  operations  that  is  desired,  and  deemed 
indispensable  ;  nor  avoid  the  evils  that  are  >o  sen- 
sibly felt,  and  generally  complained  of.  under  the 
present  arrangement.  It  requires  two  campaigns 
to  make  a  complete  soldier,  especially  where  the 
corps,  officers,  and  men.  are  alike  raw  and  inex- 
perienced. In  the  interim,  the  numbers  must  be 
multiplied,  to  supply  the  defect  of  discipline  ;  and 
it  requires  the  extension  of  the  term  of  service 
to  avoid  the  additional  proportional  augmenta- 
tion of  having  so  many  in  the  field  at  the  same 
time,  in  marching  to  the  frontier,  and  returnin<» 
from  It.     The  inconvenience  to  the  parties,  and 


loss  to  the  community,  in  other  respects,  need  not 
be  repeated.  It  is  proper  to  add,  only,  that,  if 
;  substitutes  are  allowed  in  this  service,  it  must  put 
I  an  end  to  the  recruiting  of  men  for  the  regular 
Army,  especially  the  old  corps.  Of  the  justice  of 
this  remark  what  has  occurred  in  the  present  year 
has  furnished  full  proof.  It  follows  that,  if  this 
plan  is  adopted,  the  militia  must  be  relied  on 
principally,  if  not  altogether,  in  the  farther  pros- 
ecution of  the  war. 

The  additional  force  for  local  service,  amount- 
ing to  forty  thousand  men,  will  likewise  form  a 
part,  as  already  observed,  of  this  plan. 

Third  Plan. 
It  is  proposed  by  this  plan  to  exempt  every  five 
men  from  militia  service,  who  shall  find  one  to 
serve  for  the  war.  It  is  probable  that  some  re- 
cruits might  be  raised  in  this  mode,  in  most  or  all 
of  the  States.  But  it  is  apprehended  that  it  would 
prevent  recruiting  in  every  other  mode,  by  the 
high  bounty  which  some  of  the  wealthy  might 
give.  The  consequence  would  probably  be  very 
injurious,  as  it  is  not  believed  that  any  great  num- 
ber could  be  raised  in  this  mode. 

Fourth  Plan. 

Should  all  the  preceding  plans  be  found  objec- 
tionable. It  remains  that  the  present  system  of  re- 
cruiting be  adhered  to.  with  an  augmentation  of 
the  bounty  in  land.  Should  this  be  preferred,  it 
is  advised  that,  in  addition  to  the  160  acres  of 
land  now  given.  100  be  allowed  annually  for  ev- 
ery year  while  the  war  lasts. 

These  plans  are  thought  more  deserving  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  than  any  ttiat  have  ocur- 
red.  The  first,  for  the  reasons  stated,  is  preferred. 
It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  found  more  eflficient 
against  the  enemy,  less  expensive  to  the  public, 
and  less  burdensome  on  our  fellow-citizens. 

It  has  likewise  the  venerable  sanction  of  our 
Revolution.  In  that  great  struggle,  resort  was 
had  to  this  expedient  for  filling  the  ranks  of  our 
regular  army,  with  decisive  effect. 

It  IS  not  intended  by  these  remarks,  should  the 
first  plan  be  adopted,  to  dispense  altogether  with 
the  service  of  the  militia.    Although  the  principal 
burden  of  the  war  may  thereby  be  taken  from  the 
militia,  reliance  must  still  be  placed  on  them  for 
important  aids,  especially  in  cases  of  sudden  in- 
vasion.    For  this  purpose  it  will  still  be  advisa- 
ble that  the  men  be  classed  according  to  age,  and 
that  their  term  of  service  be  prolonged.     Even 
should  this  plan  be  attended  with  all  the  advan- 
tages expected  of  it,  such  an  arrangement  could 
not  fail  to  produce  the  happiest  effect.     The  proof 
which  it  would  afford  of  the  impregnable  strength 
of  the  country,  of  the  patient  virtue  and  invinci- 
ble spiritof  the  people,  would  admonish  theencmy 
how  vain  and  fruitless  his  invasions  must  be,  and 
might  dispose  him  to  a  speedy,  just,  and  honora- 
ble peace. 

Of  the  very  important  services  already  rendered 
by  the  militia,  even  under  the  present  organiza- 
tion, too  much  cannot  be  said.  If  the  United 
States  make  the  exertion  which  is  proposed,  it  is 
probable  that  the  contest  will  soon  be  at  an  end 
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It  cjfenot  be  doubted  that  it  is  in  their  power  to 
eifffthe  Briiish  forces  from  this  continent,  should 
theljritish  Government,  by  persevering  in  its  un- 
joslidemands.  make  that  an  object  with  the 
iVn  tiran  people.  Against  our  united  and  vigor- 
oui  «!fforts.  the  resistance  of  the  enemy  will  soon 
bee  oie  light  and  feeble.  Success  in  every  fair 
nm  jionorable  claim  is  within  our  easy  grasp. 
An  purely  the  United  States  have  every  possible 
i^jd  jeraent  to  make  the  effort  necessary  to  secure 
i).  ('should  in;.ult  the  understanding,  and  wound 
tjie  -ielmgs  of  the  committee,  if  I  touched  on  the 
oils  liities  incident  to  defeat.  Dangers  which  are 
ren»  <e,  and  cafi  never  be  realized,  excite  no  alarm 
wiiM  ia  gallant  and  generous  people.  But  the  ad- 
varJa'ges  of  success  have  a  fair  claim  to  their  de- 
itbel«te  consideration.  The  effort  which  we  have 
ajrf'Jiy  made  has  attracted  the  attention  and  ex- 
t^rijl  the  prai';e  of  other  nations.  Already  have 
D»oj|  jof  the  absurd  theories  and  idle  speculations 
oil  r  ijr  system  of  Government  been  refuted  and 
pot  ilbwn.  We  are  now  felt  and  respected  as  a 
Rov  *T,  and  it  is  the  dread  which  the  enemy  enter- 
t{iir  jofourvast  resourcesandgrowiogimportance, 
t'jai  lias  induced  him  to  push  the  war  against  us, 
a.fi(  its  professed  objects  had  ceased.  Success  by 
t|jeil!scoradture  of  his  schemes,  and  the  attain- 
nperjt  of  an  honorable  peace,  will  place  the  United 
t|s  on  higl<er  ground,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
than  thiy  have  held  at  any  former  period. 
)|ure  wars,  their  commerce  will  be  permitted 
\e  its  lawful  range  unmolested.  Their  re- 
-.^rances  t(»  foreign  Governments  will  not 
be  put  aside  unheeded.  Few  will  be  pre- 
because  there  will  seldom  be  occasion  for 
Our  Union,  founded  on  interest  and  affec- 
trot  'jwill  have  acquired  new  strength  by  the 
It  will  hove  afi'orded  of  the  important  ad- 
attending  If.  Respected  abroad,  and 
hajgiV  at  home,  the  United  States  will  have  ac- 
corI]j.lished  the  great  objects  for  which  they  have 
so  J|ig  contended.  As  a  nation,  they  will  have 
liti  Vto  dread  ;  as  a  people,  little  to  desire. 

i^Xmfct  from  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington  volume 
'    1-.  4th, page  2i\. 

'•i  general,  the  Assemblies  of  the  States  fol- 
lov^  ■•y  the  exaiiiple  of  Congress,  and  apportioned 
on  |4  several  counties  or  towns,  within  the  State, 
the  [iuota  to  bffurnisaed  by  each.  This  division 
of  I  i|  State  wa-,  again  tobe  subdivided  intoclasses, 
line  tach  was  to  furnish  a  man  by  contributions 
qr  >  ijteson  itself.  In  some  instances,  a  draught  was 
ti»  1  uused  in  th?  last  resort,  in  others  the  man  was 
tjD  1  ii  recruited  by  persons  appointed  for  that  pur- 
jiOJ  .,and  the  class  to  be  taxed  with  the  sum  given 
lor  us  bounty." 

I'jX\  i^ctfrovi  Ramsey's  Life  of  Washington,  2d  volume, 
>  page  246. 

'  where  voluntary  enlistments  fell  short  of  the 
prr  ised  number,  the  deficiencies  were,  by  the 
lav,  -of  several  State?*,  to  be  made  up  by  draught 
00  J  {Its  from  the  mrliiia.  The  towns  in  New 
Bn  .l^ud.  and  the  counties  in  the  Middle  States, 
fftm  respeciivi»Iy  called  ua  for  a  specified  nura- 
b«i*jf  men.     ^uch  was  the  zeal  of  the  people  in 


vaij  iges 
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New  England,  that  neighbors  would  often  elect 
together  to  engage  one  of  their  number  to  go 
into  the  Army.  Maryland  directed  her  Lieuten- 
ants of  counties  to  class  all  the  property  in  their 
respective  counties  into  as  many  equal  classes  as 
there  were  men  wanted,  and  each  class  was  by 
law  obliged,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  furnish 
an  able-bodied  recruit  during  the  war  ;  and  io 
case  of  their  neglecting  or  refusing  to  do  so,  the 
county  Lieutenants  were  authorized  to  procure 
men  at  their  expense,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding 
fifteen  pounds  in  every  hundred  pounds' worth  of 
property  classed  agreeably  to  law.  Virginia  also 
classed  her  citizens,  and  called  upon  the  respec- 
tive classes  for  every  fifteenth  man  for  public  ser- 
vice. Pennsylvania  concentruted  the  requisite 
power  in  the  President,  Mr.  Reed,  and  authorized 
him  to  decree  forth  the  resources  of  the  State, 
under  certain  limitations,  and,  if  necessary,  to  de- 
clare martial  law  over  the  State.  The  execution 
of  these  arrangements,  although  uncommonly 
vigorous,  lagged  far  behind." 


Senate's  Com.mittee  Chamber. 

October  19,  1814. 

Sir:  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  laying  before  the 
Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Military  Affairs  the 
report  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on 
the  17th,  and  received  on  the  18th  instant,  in  re- 
ply to  a  former  communication  ;  and,  after  the 
most  respectful  consideration  of  that  report,  I  am 
instructed  by  the  Committee  to  a>k  from  you  fur- 
ther information   upon  the  following  points: 

1st.  Whether  any  defects  have  been  heretofore 
discovered  in  the  existing  provisions  for  filling 
the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army  ?  If  so,  what  are 
the  defects? 

2d.  In  what  mode,  in  the  opinion  of  the  War 
Department,  could  such  defects  be  best  remedied 
by  legislative  provisions? 

3d.  The  Committee  also  request  an  outline  of 
the  plan  for  raising  the  forty  thousand  men  pro- 
posed by  your  report,  and  particularly  how  far 
limitations  are  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  law 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
application  of  that  force  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  GILES,  Chairman. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  IVar. 


War  Depart.ment,  Oct.  21, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have 
to  state  that  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  an  inter- 
view with  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  at  half  after  nine  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  at  the  house  in  which  Congress  holds 
its  session.  I  shall  then  be  happy  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Committee  the  views  of  this  Depart- 
ment on  the  subjects  adverted  to  in  your  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  W.  B.  Giles,  Senate,  U.  S. 
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Increase  of  the  Military  Etttiblishment. 


Senate's  Committee  Chamber, 
October  21, 1814. 

Sir:  T  have  this  moment  received  your  letter 
of  the  same  date  herewith,  probably  by  mistake; 
and  immediately  submitted  its  contents  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  by  whom  I  am 
instructed  to  inform  you  that  the  committee  will 
be  happy  to  receive  your  personal  attendance  to- 
morrow morning,  at  the  time  and  for  the  objects 
mentioned  in  your  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  GILES,  Chairman. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  IVar. 


Adj't  and  Inspector  Gen's  Ofi'ice, 

Waslangton,  October  22,  1814. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  abstract  of 
the  general  return  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States, to  October  1st, 1814.  Should  thecommittee 
require  a  more  general  return,  similar  to  the  one 
furnished  the  Military  Committee  of  the  House, 
it  could  be  furnished  in  the  course  of  the  next 
week.     1  am,  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 

Assistant  Inspector  General. 

Hon.  Mr.  Giles,  Senate  IVashington. 

Return  of  the  whole  number  of  Recruits  enlisted,  agree- 
ably to  the  act  of  Congreaa,  passed  27th  of  January, 
1814,  for  the  several  Corps  and  Regiments  of  the 
Army,  from  the  1st  of  February  to  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814,inclu8iTe  ;  agreeably  to  the  returns  re- 
ceived at  this  office. 

•  342 

-  174 

-  34.*) 
91 

-  46 
5 

-  158 

-  215 

-  180 

-  143 

-  210 

-  215 

-  205 

-  194 

-  159 

-  330 

-  180 

-  213 

-  262 

-  262 

-  82 

-  346 

-  153 

-  198 

-  162 

-  323 

-  108 

-  310 

-  16.5 

-  550 

-  146 


Regiment 

light  artillery 

Regiment 

light  dragoons 

Corps  of  artillery 

1st  regiment  infantry 

2d 

do 

8d 

do 

41k 

do 

Ath 

ao 

6lh 

do 

71k 

do 

Mk 

do 

9th 

do 

10th 

do 

nth 

do 

12th 

do 

I3ih 

do 

14th 

do 

15th 

do 

16th 

do 

17th 

do 

18th 

do 

19th 

do 

20th 

do 

21st 

do 

22d 

d» 

23d 

do 

24  th 

do 

25th 

do 

26th 

do 

27lh 

do 

28th 

do 

29th  regiment  of  infantry 


30th 

do 

3l8t 

do 

32d 

do 

33d 

do 

34  th 

do 

35th 

do 

36th 

do 

37th 

do 

38th 

do 

39th 

do 

40th 

do. 

4l8t 

do 

4  2d 

do 

43d 

do 

44  th 

do 

45th 

do 

46th 

do. 

Ist  r 

ifle  regiment 

2d 

do 

3d 

do 

4th 

do 

Total 


-  603 

-  274 

-  161 

•  23 

-  181 

•  441 

•  362 

-  136 

-  330 

•  206 

-  192 

-  223 

-  188 

-  122 
.  292 
.  344 

-  14« 

-  172 

•  124 

-  97 

-9,991 


It  will  be  perceived  that,  from  two  of  the  above 
regiments,  no  return  of  recruits  has  been  received ; 
from  many  of  them  the  returns  for  September 
have  not  been  received.  The  whole  number  of 
recruits  made  since  the  passage  of  the  law  above 
referred  to,  to  the  present  time,  may  be  estimated 
at  one  thousand  five  hundred  more  than  the  above 
return. 

Adj't  and  Inspector  Gen's  Office, 
October  26,  1814. 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 
Assistant  Inspector  General. 


Senate's  Committee  Chamber, 

October  24,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  being  extremely  anxious  to  come  to 
a  final  determination  upon  the  object  of  its  ap- 
pointment, and  deeming  some  further  informa- 
tion from  your  Department  essential  to  enable  it 
to  determine  correctly,  lias  instructed  me  to  ask 
for  information  on  the  following  points: 

1st.  To  what  causes  is  the  failure  in  the  recruit- 
ing service,  heretofore,  properly  attributable? 

2.  Has  such  failure  arisen  from  any  failure  to 
place  the  requisite  sums  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  recruiting  officers  ;  or,  has  it  arisen  from  the 
indisposition  of  the  citizens  to  enlist  ? 

Any  other  information  within  your  Depart- 
ment, tending  to  throw  light  upon  this  subject, 
would  be  particularly  acceptable  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  WM.  B.  GILES,  Chairman. 

Hon  James  Monroe,  Se&ry  of  IVar. 


War  Department,  Oct.  26..  18H. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  letter  which  I  received 
from  you  of  the  24th,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  you  a  report  of  the  Paymaster  General,  of 
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tbf  pums  of  money  advanced  on  account  of  the 
rac  ailing  servjce,  since  the  27th  of  Janunry  last. 
Ijii;  6  transmit  a  return  of  the  number  of  men  re- 
cru  ^ed  within  that  time.  A  more  detailed  return, 
sbc  \jing  how  many  have  been  recruited  in  each 
Wc  ih,  in  each  regiment,  shall  be  furnished  as 
s£>c  lias  it  can  be  prepared. 
.  J  \f  these  rcttirns  it  appears  that  more  money 
ht!'  i'»een  advauced  on  account  of  the  recruiting 
ser  ice  than  wns  sufficient  to  raise  a  much  greater 
nn  ber  of  mertthan  has  been  recruited.  A  con- 
si|ii  »ble  sura  remains  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
itc  filing  officers.  Whether  any  of  them  failed 
in  ■  'k-ir  duty,  h  an  object  of  inquiry  for  this  De- 
Mr  ,i>ent.  which  will  not  be  neglected.  I  have 
b^  jtoo  short  a  time  in  it  (o  make  myself  ihor- 
c^i  4y  acquaijited  welh  their  conduct  in  this 
rejs  t,V;t.  By  these  returns,  it  would  follow  that 
thje  *ilure  in  tlje  recruiting  service  was  not  owing 
td  *f  want  of  money,  if  it  was  certain  that  the 
rec*jiiling  otfictjrs  had  in  all  instances  done  their 
dut|';  and  that  the  money  had  been  distributed 
ittiiose  quarters  of  our  country  where  it  would 
ha\? ;  been  most  easy  to  obtain  recruits.  How  far 
iheSt^ilure  ought  to  be  attributed  to  cither  of 
tho  ^  causes,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  state. 
I  fpm  the  vivw  which  I  have  taken  of  the  sub- 
jounded  oV  the  best  information  I  have  been 
Jo  collect,  j[  am  led  to  believe  that  the  failure 
ije  recruiting  ^ervlce  has  been  owing,  in  rnost 
le  States,  principally  to  the  high  bounty  given 
'ijbstitutes  by  the  detached  militia, 
-tny  of  the  militia  detached  for  six  months 
ba^J  :given  a  greater  sum  for  substitutes  than  the 
bQU|ty  allowed  by  the  United  States  for  a  recruit 
to'slrve  for  the- war. 

I|iave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
youf  obedient  >*rvant. 

_  JAMES  MONROE. 

Ilivn.  W.M.  H  Giles,  Chairman,  f  c. 
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Armtt  Pay  Office,  Washingtox. 

October  26,  1814. 
Paymaster  of  the  Array  of  the  United 
to  whofii  has  been  referred  the  letter  from 
thelijonorable  t^e  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
thef.-^enate  on. Military  Affairs  to  the  Secretary 
'  ar.  under  date  of^  October  24th,  1814.  has 
pnor  to  report : 

:<  That  the  books  of  this  office  exhibit  the 
ifsement  of  two  millions  and  twelve  thou- 
■four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
-three  cents,  on  account  of  bounties  and 
urns  for  recruits,  between  the  27th  of  Janu- 
.  ^814.  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  law  in- 
tje  r*ng  the  beunty.  and  the  date  hereof  :  the  dis- 
tfii!  jion  of  thjis  sum,  as  nearly  as  can  well  be 
'"^"•tained,  ha-,  been  as  follows,  viz  : 
ilassachusetis,  including  the  District 

^'^'"e $237,400  00 

'.fw  Hampshire         ....      37,800  00 

>™on' 109,300  00 

♦nnecticut 78,932  00 

jiode  Island 1^000  00 

Vw  York 495,320  00 


To  New  Jersey 15.000  00 

To  Pennsylvania 190.900  00 

To  Delaware 10,000  00 

To  Maryland,  including   the   District  of 

Columbia 95,002  35 

To  Virginia 160,962  98 

To  North  Carolina         ....  60,000  00 

To  South  Carohna          ....  72,800  00 

To  Georgia 34,000  00 

To  Tennessee 98,500  00 

To  Kentucky 108,000  00 

To  Ohio 96,000  00 

To  Louisiana 83,530  00 

To  the  .Michigan  Territory       ...  20,000  00 

To  the  .Mississippi  Territory    ...  4,000  00 

To  the  Indiana  Territory         ...  2,000  00 

To  the  Missouri  Territory        -         .         -  1,492  00 


Total 


$2,012,439  33 


2d.  That  pressing  calls  for  very  considerable 
suras  of  money  for   the   recruiting  service   had 
been  made  on  him  for  about  three  months  past, 
which  he  has  been  able  but  partially  to  supply 
Respectfully,  ROBERT  BRENT, 

Paymaster^  U.  S.  A. 
Hon.  James  Monroe. 

Secretary  of  H'ar. 


Sir 


War  Department,  Oct.  29,  1814. 
Enclosed  is  an  abstract  of  the  law  estab- 


lishing the  Ordnance  Department,  and  al>o  of  the 
bill  now  prepared  for  the  new  organization  of 
that  Department,  which  will  give  you  a  view  of 
the  contemplated  changes  in,  and  enlargements 
of  the  duties  and  powers  of  that  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Wm.  B.  Giles,  Cfiairman,  fc. 


RETURN  OF  ENLIST.MENTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  November  10,  1814,] 
War  Depart.ment,  Abr.  10,  1814. 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  been 
recruited  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  du- 
ring the  present  year.  I  have  received  a  further 
statement  from  the  Assistant  Inspector  General 
attached  to  this  Department.  ' 

This  report  shows  more  satisfactorily  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money  which  has  been  advanced 
on  that  account,  and  number  of  men  raised.  The 
same  data  cannot,  however,  be  adopted  in  esti- 
mating the  future  progress  in  recruiting,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  tho^e  who  were  recruited 
having  been  re-enlisted  from  the  old  corps.  That 
resource  has  been  exhausted.  To  form  an  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  future  success,  we  must  take 
into  consideration  only  those  who  were  raised 
from  the  country,  which  is  probably  the  number 
included  ir  this  return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  J,  MONROE. 

Hon.  Mr.  Giles,  CTiairman,  f  c. 
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Adj't  and  Inspector  Gen's  Office, 
Wasuinoton,  \ot.  2,  1814. 

Sir:  The  deranged  state  of  the  papers  in  this 
office  by  the  late  removals  rendered  it  impracti- 
cable for  me,  when  I  submitted  the  hasty  esti- 
mate on  the  26lh  October,  to  have  recourse  to  all 
the  documents  of  the  recruits  made  within  the 
present  year.  On  a  further  examination,  the  en- 
closed  is  submitted. 

It  may  be  necessary,  with  a  view  to  your  bet- 
ter information,  to  accompany  the  return  I  now 
have  the  honor  to  transmit,  with  some  explana- 
tory observations.  The  difficulty  under  which 
this  office  has  labored  for  want  of  regular  recruit- 
ing  returns  has  been  considerable,  and  necessa- 
rily occasions  the  general  return  to  be  inaccurate 
and  unsatisfactory.  No  pains,  however,  have 
been  spared  to  render  the  accompanying  docu- 
ment as  accurate  as  it  can  be  made  from  the  data 
which  the  files  of  this  office  afTord. 

In  January  last,  large  sums  of  money  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  commanders  of  regiments  and 
corps,  for  the  purpose  of  re-enlisting  the  men 
whose  terms  of  service  were  about  to  expire. 
These  were  the  soldiers  enlisted  for  the  addi- 
tional array  of  1808,  and  those  of  1812,  enlisted 
for  twelve  and  eighteen  months.  This  money 
was  distributed  among  the  officers  commanding 
companies,  who  employed  it  to  its  fullest  extent 
in  the  re-enlistment  of  their  men.  who.  at  the 
next  muster,  were  returned  on  the  muster  rolls  as 
re-enlisted.  Satisfied  as  the  officers  seem  to  have 
been  with  this  species  of  return,  they  made  no 
special  one  to  this  office  of  those  they  had  thus 
re-enlisted. 

Indeed,  the  entire  want  of  some  returns,  and 
the  irregularity  and  defectiveness  of  others,  ren- 
der it  exireraely  difficult  to  form  a  correct  idea 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  money  has 
been  expended.  By  way  of  illustraiiun,  I  would 
refer  you  to  the  46th  regiment,  of  which  no  re- 
cruiting returns  whatever  have  yet  been  made, 
when  It  is  known  by  the  Army  returns  that  this 
regiment  contains  two  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
and  to  the  32d  regiment,  of  which  there  is  a  re 
turn  of  only  forty-two  men,  when  it  is  known, 
through  the  same  channel,  that  it  now  contains 
more  than  three  hundred.  From  this,  the  difficul- 
ty of  acertainiog,  imruediatcly.  to  what  amount, 
if  any,  officers  intrusted  with  public  money  have 
been  guilty  of  defalcation,  must  be  evident.  On 
ihi.s  subject,  however,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark, 
that  there  exist  no  grounds  for  suspecting  any 
defalcations;  for,  although  the  returns  do  not 
show  all  the  recruits  enlisted,  and  by  whom,  yet 
the  general  return,  exhibiting  the  strength  of 
armies  and  corps,  compared  with  that  of  last 
year,  shows  plainly  that  the  number  of  men 
raised  corresponds  with  sufficient  exactness  with 
the  money  issued  for  that  purpose. 

Th^  Paymaster  of  the  Army  has  issued,  up  to 
the  27ih  October,  on  account  of  bounties  and  pre- 
miums, ^2.012,439,  which,  supposing  three  thou- 
sand men  to  have  received  the  second  moiety  of 
their  bounty,  (an  estimate,  it  is  believed,  suffi- 
ciently moderate)   would  raise  thirty   thousand 


and  twenty-three  men.  By  the  return  commu- 
nicated to  the  committee  in  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  1st  January  last,  the 
effective  force  of  the  Army  was  then  eight  thou- 
sand and  twelve.  But,  by  the  general  return  of 
the  30ih  of  September,  which  embraces  no  re- 
turn of  a  later  date  than  August,  it  appears  the 
strength  of  the  Army  was  then  thirty-four  thou- 
sand and  twenty-nine;  from  which  it  is  evident 
that  twenty-six  thousand  and  seventeen  men,  at 
least,  must  have  been  raised  since  January  last. 
I  say  at  least,  because  the  casualties  of  deaths, 
desertions,  and  discharges,  during  the  campaign, 
are  not  included.  This  number  would  require 
the  sum  of  Sl,tJ13.054.  Now,  estimating  the  cas- 
ualties during  the  campaign  at  three  thousand 
men,  which,  to  raise  them,  would  require  §  186,000, 
and  adding  to  tliis  the  second  moiety,  which  is 
presumed  to  have  been  paid  to  three  thousand 
men,  viz  :  $150,000,  it  is  clear  that,  to  raise  the 
men  borne  on  the  return,  it  was  necessary  to  ex- 
pend Sl.949.054.  This  will  leave  $63,383  in  the 
hands  of  the  recruiting  officers,  nearly  the  whole 
of  which  must  have  been  since  expended  in  the 
recruiting  service. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BELL,  Insp'r  General. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  November  29,  1814.] 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

September  23,  1814. 

lieeolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy 
in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  metropolis, 
and  the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria  ;  and 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings 
and  property  were  destroyed,  and  the  amount 
thereof,  and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Lowndes.  Mr. 
Stoc'tton,  Mr.  Miller.  Mr.  Goldsborough.  Mr. 
Barbour,  and  Mr.  Pickens,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JoHNSO.N  made  the  following 
report : 

The  committee  charged  with  an  inquiry  so  inti- 
mately concerning  the  character  of  Administra- 
tion, the  sensibility  of  the  nation,  and  the  honor 
of  Its  arms,  as  the  causes  of  success  of  the  enemy 
in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  metropolis, 
dec,  have  endeavored  to  combine  despatch  with 
effect,  in  the  manner  in  which  they  have  col- 
lected the  facts  and  views  presented  in  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 

Proceedings  of  the  Cabinet  of  7  th  June,  1814. 

Previous  to  the  2d  of  July,  this  city  composed 
a  part  of  military  district  No.  5.  Early  in  June 
last,  the  Secretary  of  War  furnished  the  Presi- 
dent, at  his  request,  with  a  general  report  of  the 
strength  of  the  regular  troops  and  militia  then  ia 
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the  se  ^ice  of  the-Uoited  States,  and  their  distri- 

butior  |;i  which  wis  submitted  to  the  Heads  ol  De- 
partm  'lils.  by  the.  President,  on  the  7lh  of  June. 
The  ^  .'treiaryof  theNavy  had  furnished  the  Pres- 
ident ?'iih  a  simihr  estimate  of  our  naval  forces  : 
that  V  hich  was  atiplicable  to  the  limits  of  military 
distri  Wo.  10,  wfll  hereafter  appear.  By  a  refer- 
ence '  hhe  eslirajiteof  the  land  forces,  it  appears, 
tha,t  t  1(7  aggregate  number  of  troops  stationed  in 
dis|ri'  t'No.5,  on  ^he  7th  of  June,  amounted  to  two 
thotis.  t^d  two  hundred  and  eight,  of  which,  there 
weie  wo  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
efftct,  ,es,  stationt'd  as  follows:  At  Norfolk,  two 
bund» 'd  and  tw|nty-four  artillerists;  the  20th, 
35t;i,  Md  1st  battalion  of  the  38ih  regiment  of 
infao  V)  amountjng  to  nine  hundred  and  twelve; 
at  Ba  umore,  one  hundred  and  eleven  artillerists; 
2d  ba  |talion  of  t,he  38th  infantry,  amounting  to 
three  Ijundred  and  sixteen:  sea  fencibles,  one 
bunded  and  seventy-three  ;  at  Annapolis,  forty 


aril!) 


grists;  at  Fort  Washington,  eighty-two  ar- 


regar 
in  til 
th4t 
teiui 


tillerftts;  St.  Mary's,  36th  regiment  of  infantry, 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  The  meeting  of  the 
Cabi  ft  on  the  7ih,  and  the  estimates  of  land  and 
nava  forces,  had  no  particular  relation  to  the 
defer,  :t'  of  any  part  of  military  district  No.  5  ; 
but  |ir  raeasurta  generally,  and  particularly  in 
to  the  canjpaign  on  our  territorial  frontiers 
North  and  Northwest.  Nor  does  it  appear 
lis  city  hacj  excited  more  than  ordinary  at- 
Q  at  this  time. 

Pn   eedings  of  the  Cabinet  of  the  1st  of  July. 

Bui.  soon  after,  certain  intelligence  being  re- 
cejvt  1  of  the  complete  success  of  the  allies  in  the 
suif)5i,  jfition  of  France,  the  President  believed 
ihfit  )<e  enemy  had  the  inclination  and  power  to 
inrri  i»e  his  military  and  naval  forces  against  the 
Unit  li  States ;  and,  in  that  event,  he  believed 
ih^it  ^  variety  (jf  considerations  would  present 
this  I  ijy  as  one  oj'  the  prominent  objects  of  attack. 
Oa  lie  26th  ofiJune.  despatches  were  received 
from  Mr.  Gallaun  and  Mr.  Bayard,  confirming 
the  ■  ifws  of  thH  President,  which  induced  him 
to  cf  ii.vene  the  pleads  of  Departments  on  tlie  1st 
of  J|  Ly ;  at  which  time  he  presented  a  plan  of  a 
forct^ini mediately  to  be  called  into  the  field,  and 
an  iiJdilional  force  to  be  kept  in  readiness  to 
raarij.  wiihouli  delay,  in  case  of  necessity.  It 
seenr,  'd  to  be  his<object  that  some  position  should 
beta  «n  betweefi  the  Eastern  Branch  and  Patux- 
et^t,  .ith  two  oj  three  thousand  men,  and  that 
aij  ;  Iditional  fprce  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
mSli  •A.  and  volu'jiteers should  be  held  in  readiness 
in  tl  '•;  neighboring  States,  including  the  militia 
of  'I  '  District  c*  Columbia,  and  that  convenient 
depc  s  of  arms  |ind  military  equipments  should 
be  e  tublished.  jThe  measures  suggested  were 
appr  red  by  th*  Heads  of  Departments;  or,  in 
othe  tvords.  it  qoes  net  appear  that  any  dissent 
was    impressed.  . 

Corr  itpondence  _  of  the  Secretary  of   H'ar  and 
;  General    Winder. 

'T|^  next  day,  July  the  2d,  by  a  general  order 
of  tl^.VV'ar  Department,  the  10th  military  district 
was    ?eated,  to  embrace  the  State  of  Maryland, 


theDistrict  of  Columbia,  and  that  part  of  Virginia 
lying  between  the  Rappahannock  and  Potomac, 
under  the  command  of  BrigadierGeneral  Winder, 
who,  being  then  in  Baltimore,  was  advised  of 
the  fact  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
of  the  same  date.  On  the  4th  of  July,  a  requisi- 
tion was  made  on  certain  States  for  a  corps  of 
ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  men,  desig- 
nating the  quota  of  each,  with  a  request  to  the 
Executive  of  each  State  to  detach,  and  hold  ia 
readiness  for  immediate  service,  their  respective 
detachments,  recommending  the  expediency  of 
fixing  the  places  of  rendezvous,  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  points,  the  importance  or  exposure  of 
which  would  most  likely  attract  the  views  of 
the  enemy.  Of  that  requisition,  two  thousand 
effectives  from  the  quota  of  Virginia  ;  five  thou- 
sand from  that  of  Pennsylvania;  six  thousand, 
the  whole  quota  of  Maryland  :  and  two  thousand, 
the  estimated  number  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  were  put  at  the  disposition  of 
the  Commanding  General,  as  hereafter  appears, 
making  the  aggregate  number  of  fifteen  thousand, 
exclusive  of  the  regular  troops,  viz:  the  36th 
regiment,  one  battalion  of  the  38th,  two  troops 
of  dragoons,  two  companies  of  the  10th  infantry, 
one  company  of  the  12ih,  and  two  companies  of 
sea  fencibles,  supposed  to  amount  to  one  thousand 
men,  besides  the  artillerists  composing  the  gari- 
sons  of  Forts  McHenry  and  Washington. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  General  Winder,  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject  of 
the  duties  which  devolved  upon  him  as  com- 
mander of  the  10th  military  district,  a  pre- 
vious conversation  is  alluded  to  as  having  taken 
place  between  them,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
quest of  the  Secretary  in  his  letter  of  the  2d 
of  July.  General  Winder  appears  to  have  un- 
derstood the  intention  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  be,  that  the  militia  force  proposed  for  the  lOih 
military  district  should  be  draughted  and  desig- 
nated, but  that  no  part  of  it  should  be  called  into 
the  field  until  the  hostile  squadron  in  the  Chesa- 
peake should  be  reinforced  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  render  it  probable  that  a  serious  attack  was 
contemplated  ;  states  the  difficulty  of  collecting  a 
force,  in  an  emergency,  sufficient  to  retard  the 
advance  of  the  enenoy  ;  and  suggests  the  expe- 
diency of  calling  out  four  thousand  of  the  militia, 
with  a  view  to  station  them,  in  equal  proportions, 
between  South  river  and  Washington,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Baltimore. 

On  the  I2th  of  July,  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
a  letter  to  General  Winder,  encloses  a  circular, 
addressed  to  the  Governors  of  certain  States,  re- 
quiring a  body  of  militia  to  be  organized,  equip- 
ped, and  held  in  readiness  for  future  service,  and 
authorizes  him,  in  case  of  actual  or  menaced  in- 
vasion of  the  district  under  his  command,  to  call 
for  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  quota  assigned  to 
the  State  of  Maryland;  and  in  another,  of  the  17th 
July,  the  Secretary  authorizes  General  Winder 
to  draw  from  Virginia  two  thousand  men;  from 
Pennsylvania,  five  thousand  men;  and  informs 
him  that  the  whole  of  the  militia  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand, 
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was  in  a  disposable  state,  and  subject  to  his  or- 
ders ;  making,  together  with  the  six  thousand 
from  Maryland,  the  estimate  of  fifteen  thousand 
militia.  On  the  15th  of  July,  the  Secretary  of 
War  advised  General  Winder  that  General  Por- 
ter had  communicated  the  fact  of  the  arrival  of 
the  van  of  Cochrane's  fl^et  at  Lynhaven  Bay,  and 
that  the  agent  at  Point  Lookout  had  represented 
that  two  seventy-fours,  two  frigates,  an  armed 
sloop  and  brig,  ascended  the  hay  at  half  past  five, 
post  meridian,  on  the  14th  ;  that  he  considered  it 
proper  to  call  into  service  the  brigade  of  militia 
which  had  been  for  some  time  held  in  readiness 
at  Baltimore,  and  not  knowing  whether  General 
Winder  was  at  Baltimore  or  Annapolis,  he  had 
instructed  the  Major  General,  under  whose  or- 
ders they  were  organized,  to  call  them  out. 

General  Winder,  in  a  letter  ol  the  lOihof  July, 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  among  other  things  ex- 
presses his  embarrassment  in  relation  to  the  situa- 
tion of  Annapolis,  and  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that 
a  large  force  and  many  additional  works  would 
be  necessary  to  defend  it  against  a  serious  attack 
by  land  and  water;  states  its  importance  to  the 
enemy,  and    the  ease    with    which    it   might  be 
maintained   by  them  with  the  command  by  wa- 
ter, and  an  entrenchment  of  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred   yards,    protected    by    batteries;    represents 
Fort  Madison  as  exposed,  and  unhealthy  in  the 
raonthsof  August  and  September,  provided  with 
two  fifty   pound   columbiads,  two   twenty-fours, 
two  eighteens,  one  twelve,  and  one  tom,  which 
might  be  turned  with  success  against  Fort  Sev- 
ern ;  that  these  guns  should   be  removed,  and  ar- 
rangements made  to  blow  up  the  fort;  and  rep- 
resents the  importance  of  defending  the  town  if 
the  means  could  be  obtained  ;  states  theGovernor 
of  Maryland  and  Council  had  taken  the  necessary 
steps  to  comply  immediately  with  the  requisition 
of  the  General   Government.     On   the    17th   of 
July  a  letter  from  General  Winder  to  the  Secre- 
tary  of   War   states    that    information,    that    he 
deemed  credible,  was  received,  that   the  enemy 
was  ascending  the  river  inconsiderable  force; 
that  he  had  ordered  the  detachment  of  regulars 
to  Nottingham,  had  sent  out  the  alarm  to  assem- 
ble a  militia  force,  and  suggests  the  propriety  of 
sending  to  that   place  the  marine  corps,  and  all 
the  militia  that  could  be  procured  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.     The  Secretary,  on  the  same 
day,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter, 
and  states  that   the  marine  corps  was  not  under 
his  command  ;  but  had  sent  the  request  to  the 
President,  and  as  the  authority  to  call  the  mili- 
tia was  vested   in    the  Commanding  General,  he 
had  transmitted  his  requisition  upon  the  District 
to  General  Van  Ness;  he  also  reminds  him  that 
the  two  regiments  near  Baltimore  had  been  called 
into  actual  service,  and  expresses  the  wish  of  the 
President  that  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
three  thousand  of  the  draughts,  under  the  requi- 
sition of  the  fourth  of  July,  should  be  embodied 
and  encamped  at  some  middle  point  between  Bal- 
timore and  this  city. 

From  the  letter  of  General  Winder,  of  the  20th 
of  July,  it  appears  the  enemy  proceeded  up  the 


Patuienl  to  Hunting  creek,  landed,  and  commit- 
ted  some  depredations  in  Calvert   county,  and 
returned  down  the  river.     Three  companies  of 
city  volunteers  had  marched  from  this  District,  in 
obedience  to  the  call  of  General  Winder,  which 
he  had  halted  at  the  Woodyard.  and  the  detach- 
ments of  the  36th  and  38th  regiments  at  Upper 
Marlborough,  while  he  proceeded  to  Annapolis, 
to  arrange  with  theGovernor  the  calling  out  of  the 
Maryland  militia  ;  which,  he  stales,  will  be  im- 
mediately  attended    to    by    the   Governor.      He 
slates  that  he  had  called  for   the  largest  number 
directed   by   the  President,   viz:  three   thousand, 
expecting  thereby  to  get  two  thousand,  the  low- 
est number;  that  he  forebore  to  dismantle  Fort 
Madison,  as  it  miglit  alarm  the  people,  and  pro- 
duce disagreeable  sensations;    preferring   rather 
to  risk  it  in  case  of  attack.     On  the  23d  of  July, 
General  Winder  informs   the  Secretary  of  War 
that  the  Governor  of  Maryland  had  issued  his  or- 
der for  calling  out  three  thousand  of  the  draughts 
under  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July,  and  had 
appointed   Bladensburg  as  the   place  of  rendez- 
vous  according    to  his    sugge.<tion.     In  another 
letter  of  the  same  date,  General  Winder  informs 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  he  had  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient  to  direct  Captain    Davidson,  with    the 
city  volunteers,  to  return   to  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington ;  from  the  two-fold  consideration  that  the 
facility  with  which  they  could  turn  out  and  pro- 
ceed to  any  point,  rendered  them  nearly  as  effect- 
ive as  if  kept  in  the  field,  and  the  importance  to 
them    individually  of  attending  to  their  private 
concerns.  That  the  rifles  used  by  Captain  Dough- 
ly's  company  were  very  defective,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Burch's  artillery  were  without  swords.     He 
recommends  that   ine  camp  equipage  should  be 
left   in  charge  of  the  company  officers  to  facili- 
tate their  march.     On  the  25th  of  July.  General 
Winder,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
at  Warburton,  near  Fort  Washington,  represents 
that  fort,  in  several  respects,  to  be  incomplete  in 
its  preparation  for  defence  ;  encloses  a  represent- 
ation  of  Lieutenant   Edwards  on    the  subject; 
makes  a  requisition  of  ammunition,  and  requests 
that  Colonel  Wadsworth  may  cause  the  platform 
to  be  enlarged,  so  as  to  make   the  battery  more 
effectual.     The  report   of   Lieutenant   Edwards 
speaks  of  the   necessity  of  mounting  heavy  artil- 
lery in  the  block-house;  states  that  the  eighteen 
pound  columbiads  were   not  mounted,  and  that 
the  garrison  w.mted  means  to  mount  them,  being 
destitute  of  gin  and  tackle;  represents  the  width 
of  the  platform,  which  ought  to  be  twenty-one 
feet,  to  be  only  fourteen,  and  that  the  heavy  guns, 
at  their  first  discharge,  would  recoil  to  the  hur- 
toirs.   and  on   being  heated  would  run   over  it; 
that  five  excellent  long  eighteens  were  mounted 
on  the  water  battery,  which  would  be  very  use- 
ful in  case  of  attack  ;  but  there  was  not  a  single 
pound  of  ammunition  for  them,  and  that  someof 
the  gun  carriages  in  the  fort  were  quite  out  of 

order. 

This  statement  of  Lieutenant  Edwards  was 
referred,  upon  its  receipt,  to  Colonel  Wadsworth, 
with  orders  to  supply  what  was  wanting  at  the 
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which  j^he   Secretary   advised 


y 

bearioij  dale  2Sth  July 


General  I  stating  that,  since  his  first  comtnunication.  he  had 

and  Colonel  |  read  a  letter  from   the   Secretary  of  War,  dated 

July  the  17ih,  which  had  not  reached  him  at  an 


■i 

n   ^r, 

ex^cfi^  the  nece^^ry  repairs  of  the  gun  carriages; 

thfi  |iie  platfornt  as  well  as  the  parapet,  was  too     syivania,  under  tne  requisiiio 
najri**.  but  nut  s«  narrow  as  Lieutenant  Edwards  <  five  thousand  were  destined  \ 
ha:i  fv^'^-  '^or  it. was  directed  to  be  made  twenty  j  district,  subject  to  his  call  as 
orjivf  iity-two  I'e^t  wide;  and  that  the  disadvan-  i  and   requested  that  as  great 


tajc 


worth,  in  i^  representation,  about  the  same 
date,  .tales  that  iino  hands  had  been  ordered  from  I  earlier  period,  in  consequence  of  his  having  been 
Gi/ee    ieafs  Poiijt,  on  the   Monday  previous,   to  i  in  constant  motion  since  that   time;  which  in- 
formed him  that,  of  the  quota  of  militia  of  Penn- 
sylvania, under  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July, 

'  for  the  10th  military 
commanding  officer, 
iity-twc  t£>.'t  wide;  and  that  the  disadvan-  i  and  requested  that  as  great  a  proportion  of  the 
I,  too  narrow  a  platform  could  be  obviated  |  detachment  as  possible  should  be  riHemen. 
wit'i^  great  difficulty,  by  means  of  an  elastic  ^  On  the  11th  of  August,  Secretary  Boileau,  un- 
hajidf  kike  introcjuced  between  the  spokes  of  the  \  der  the  direction  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsylva- 
wl^ftl^  which  wf)uld  prevent  them  from  turning.  •  uia,  in  answer  to  General  Winder,  states  that,  in 
and:iljis  check  i^e  recoil  of  tiie  piece.  Further  consequence  of  the  deranged  slate  of  the  militia 
stat^i-flhat  two  hundred  rounds  of  shot  and  cart-  |  system,  great  difficulties  occurred  to  the  Execu- 
ri^gejlor  the  eii*hteei)s  could  be  sent  down  if  or-  ■  live,  in  relation  to  ihe  quota  required  to  be  held 
de,-«(k;jthat  he  hid  long  since  directed  some  grape  |  in  readiness  for  the  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
shot  I  )lbe  preparfd  for  the  eighteen-pound  colum- }  The  only  effort  that  could  be  made  towards  a 
bia(U  ithat  a  tacikle  and  fall  to  mount  the  guns  compliance  with  ihe  requisition,  was  to  have  or- 
in  lh|  ;nlock-hou*e  should  be  prepared  ;  that  Cap-  ,  dered  a  designation  for  the  service  of  the  requi- 
tain  •  ^rsieller  hnd  just  informed  him  that  a  good  '  site  troops,  under  the  militia  law  of  1807,  and  be- 
lackl  ijand  fall  w»ere  at  the  fort  when  he  left  it;  j  fore  the  expiration  of  that  law  ;  which  order  had 
ani  '  liai  the  pUiform  was  upwards  of  twenty  i  been  issued  by  the  Governor,  and  was  in  a  course 
fe<jl  '  :|de.     General   Winder,  in   a  letter  of  the  |  of  execution;  ihat  the  militia  law  of  1807   ex- 


26iih  r  July,  fro-n  Piscataway,  advises  the  Sec- 
reiar  \>{  War  that  the  enemy  had  descended  both 
the  I  tomac  an  J  Patuxent  rivers;  that  he  ex- 
pebii  '^him  up  tKe  bay;  and  should  not  be  sur- 
prj&ei  'to  find  Aninapolis  his  object;  which  he 
feitre  iwould  fal{  before  five  hundred  men  ;  and 
th^t  A  should  rr^turn  to  Marlborough  as  soon  as 
he;c<  .lid  asccrtaija  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

leral  Winder,  in  two  let- 
War,  from  Piscataway, 
leral  Stewartateighthun- 
drc'd|jColonel  btjall's  iegiment,at  Port  Tobacco, 
iree  hundred  to  three   hundred   and  fifty 
and  foViy  dragoons;   Colonel  Bowen's 
reijugtint,  at  Nociingham,  at  three  hundred  ;  and 


fr<imi  )h 
in«aij^y, 

ij^  (f  ia 

iieiiijnant  Colonel  Scott,  was  also  at  Nottin 
;:ralfand  from  .General  Winder's  letter  to  ll 
Iccif  iary  of  Wmr,  of  the   first  of  August,  fro 

t'obaccci.  it 
luder  Lie*|i 


pired  on  the  first  of  August,  and  that  all  commis- 
sions under  it  became  void,  except  of  such  officers 
as  might  be  in  service  on  that  day  ;  and  that,  by 
an  oversight  in  the  Legislature,  no  complete  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  could  be  legally  made 
in  Pennsylvania,  until  the  fourth  Monday  in  Oc- 
tober, when  a  classification  was  to  take  place. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  General  Winder  makes 
a  requisition  on   the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
for  one  regiment,  to  march  forthwith  to  the  City 
of  Washington  ;  and,  on  the  day  following,  ia 
consequence  of  large  reinforcements  of  the  enemy 
I  in  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent,  be  calls   for  the 
j  whole  five  thousand  Pennsylvania  militia,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  previous  authority.    The  five  thousand 
ihj^  (f  "iachment  cf  regulars,  under  command  of    were  ordered  out,  to  rendezvous  at  York,  Penn- 
Lieijijnaat  Colonel   Scott,  was  also  at  Notting-    syivania,  on  the  fifth  of  September;  of  course, 

not  in  lime  to  give  any  aid  on  the  occai^ion  for 
which  they  were  called  ;  nor  was  General  Win- 
der's letter  of  the  ISih  received  by  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania  until  the  evening  of  ihe  twenty- 
third. 

Correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of   War  and 
General    iVinder. 


hiJra*  lanu  trom  .ueneral  Winder's  letter  to  the 
Sccif  iary  of  Wmr,  of  the  first  of  August,  from 
PorilTobaccci.  it  appears  that  he  had  the  delach- 
men  jiuder  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  at  Piscat- 
aya  .; 

Cirin  \pondence  if  General  IVinder  vith  the  Gov- 
j    I  I  errpr  of  Pennsylvania. 

Jlnfr|.> 
the 


p<jci. 
jesct 
to  h 
wroi 
6  th 


erab 
que> 
or  j; 
for 


mor 

wrii 


lation  to  jhe  quota  of  Pennsylvania,  under 

more  es- 


On  the  13th  of  August,  General  Winder,  in  a 
I'luisition  i»f  the  4th  of  July,  and  more  es-    letter  to  the  Secretary  oif  War.  states  that,  in 
.)y  as  it  rej^ards  the  five  thousand  men  sub-    consequence  of  the  acceptance  of  the  2d  regiment 
q  the  call  of  General  Winder,  and  assigned    draughted  from  General  Smith's  division,  under 
jcommand  it  appears  that  General  Winder    the  requisition  of  April,  for  part  of  the  requisition 
ilo  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the    of  ihe  4ih  of  July,  the  impracticability,  besides 
i;  August,  {..dvising  him  that   the   Secretary    impropriety,  of  calling  any  portion  of  the  draught- 
oil  \lar  had  declined  a  part  of  that  quota  to  act    ed  militia  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland, 
uod^.hJs  comtjiand,  in  defending  the  country,    and  the  necessity  of  leaving  all  the  men,  imrae- 
*ced    in   tt/e   lOih   military  district,  and  re-  \  diately  upon  the  bay,  and  low  down  on  the  riv- 


ijog  that  h*«  might  be  informed  of  the  place 
ices,  of  revidezvous,  which  would  be  fixed 
ich  troops,  and  recommending  places  most 


ers  of  the  Western  Shore,  for  local  defence;  the 

remaining  portion  of  the  Maryland  draughts  to 

be  assembled  at  Bladensburg,  instead  of  being 

j  three  thousand,  would  not  much  exceed  as  many 

On  the -8th  of  August,  General  Winder    hundred  ;  yet,  he  would  require  the  Governor  to 


conr  ^uous  to  tin;  cities  of  Washington  and  Balti- 


i  again  to  -the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  j  order  out  all  the  draughts  ihat  could  possibly  be 
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spared  from  the  three  lower  brigades, on  the  West- 
ern Shore  ;  but  as  the  whole  number  draughtedon 
the  Western  Shore.exclusive  of  the  brigadedrawn 
from  General  Smith's  division,  did  not  amount  to 
fifteen  hundred  men,  he  did  not  expect  more 
than  one  thousand  under  the  .second  order  of  the 
Government,  that  of  the  4th  of  July.  The  most 
immediate  and  convenient  resource  tosupply  this 
deficiency  was  to  take  the  militia  drawn  out  un- 
der the  State  authority,  and  assembled  at  Anna- 
polis, to  the  amount  of  one  thousand,  info  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  call  on  Penn 
syivania  for  one  regiment,  which  would  make 
his  militia  between  two  and  three  thousand  men, 
besides  two  regiments  from  General  Smith's  di- 
vision. 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  the  Secretary  of  War. 
in  a  letter  of  the  lOlh  of  August,  authorizes 
General  Winder  to  lake  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales  the  Maryland  militia,  then  at  An- 
napolis, or  elsewhere,  that  had  been  called  out 
under  the  State  authority,  as  part  of  the  quota 
required  by  the  order  of  the  4ih  of  July. 

Correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  War  vith 
the  Governors  of  Maryland.  Pennsylvania,  and 
Virginia. 

On  the  27ih  of  July  the  Governor  of  Maryland 
states,  in  a  letter   lo  the  Secretary  of  War,  that, 
in  conformity  to  the  request  of  the  President  of 
the  United   Stales,  communicated  in   the  requi- 
sition of  the   fourth,  a   detachment  of  5,500  in- 
fantry and  six  hundred  artillery  was  directed  to 
be  organized  and  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  the 
shortest  notice;  and.  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
requisition  cf  General   Winder,    for  calling  into 
the  field   three   thousand  draughts  of  the  Mary- 
land  militia,  by  direction  of  the   President,  the 
whole  of  the  draughts  from  the  Western  Shore, 
about  three  thousand  five  hundred  infantry,  had 
been  ordered   to  embody.     He  sp>eaks  of  ihe  ex- 
posed situation  of  the  Western  Shore,  bordering 
upon  the  bay,  and   presumes  that  the  draughts 
from   that  section  of  the  country  would   not   be 
drawn  away,  and  expects  Baltimore  will  be  un- 
willing  to  have  any  force  withdrawn  from  that 
place,  by  which  any  aid  might  be  expected.  These 
considerations  had  induced  the  order  for  the  three 
thousand  five  hundred  men  ;  this  force  was  to  be 
embodied,  and   moved    on   the  shortest  route  to 
Bladensburg;  that  the  artillery  of  the  Stale  was 
aboui  nine  hundred  men.  two-thirds  in  Baltimore; 
it  would  create  uneasiness  to  take  from  that  place 
four  hundred,  the  proportion,  and  he  had  sus- 
pended  that  order  until  General  Smith   should 
have  some  communication  with  the  Secretary  of 
War.     In  a   letter  of  the  20th  of  July.  General 
Winder  made  the  requisition  on  the  Governor  of 
Maryland  for  the  three   thousand   militia,  urg- 
ing the  necessity  of  having  them  assembled  and 
in  service  with   the  least  possible  delay  ;  and,  on 
the  5th  of  August,  the  Governor  of  Maryland  in- 
formed General  Winder,  by  letter,  that  his  de- 
mand  for   three  thousand  draughts  could  not  be 
complied  with  without  the  brigade  in  service  at 
Baltimore,  from  General  Smith's  division  ;  that 


the  draughts  from  one  brigade  alone  were  under 
marching  orders  ;  the  orders  for  the  march  of 
those  lying  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac  hav- 
ing been  suspended. 

On  the  14ih  of  July  Mr.  Boileau,  Secretary  of 
Stale  for  Pennsylvania,  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  the  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
containing  the  requisition  of  the  14th  of^  July,  for 
fourteen  thousand  Pennsylvania  militia,  which 
was  forwarded  by  express  to  the  Governor,  who 
was  absent,  at  Selin's  Grove,  with  assurances 
that  the  Governor  would  execute,  with  promptness, 
the  requisition  of  the  General  Government.  On 
the  25th  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  directs 
the  Secretary  Boileau  to  inform  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  general  orders  had  been  issued  in  com- 
pliance with  ihe  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July; 
explains,  as  before,  the  difficulties  resulting  from 
the  militia  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and  relies  on  the 
patriotism  and  voluntary  services  of  the  people. 

On  the  14th  of  July  the  Deputy  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  Virginia  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
comtnunication  from  the  War  Department,  con- 
taining the  requisition  of  the  4th,  and  enclosed 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  general  orders  issued 
by  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  22d  of  June, 
placing  in  readiness  a  provisional  force  of  fifteen 
thousand  men  and  upwards,  to  repel  sudden  in- 
vasions, and  for  the  purpose  of  defence,  and  the 
points  of  rendezvous  designated,  but  not  organized 
upon  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
Slates,  nor  for  a  longer  lerm  than  three  months; 
which,  with  other  considerations,  prevented  the 
acceptance  of  any  part  of  those  Stale  troops,  as  a 
compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  General 
Government.  The  Secretary  of  War  was  ap- 
prized in  this  letter,  also,  that  the  whole  of  the 
Virginia  troops,  then  held  in  readiness,  would  be 
furnished  with  arms  and  ammunition  by  the  State 
of  Virginia  ;  and  on  the  18th,  the  Secretary  of 
War  informs  the  Governor  of  Virginia  that  two 
thousand  of  the  requisition  upon  the  Virginia 
militia  would  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of 
General  Winder,  as  commander  of  the  10th  mili- 
tary district. 

Having  presented  a  condensed  view  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Cabinet ;  the  correspondence  between 
the  CommauJingofficer  and  the  War  Department, 
the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
and  the  Commanding  General ;  the  correspond- 
ence with  the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania.  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
regard  to  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July;  it 
will  now  be  proper  to  present  some  facts  con- 
nected with  the  movements  and  arrangenients  of 
the  Commanding  General  up  to  the  revocation 
of  iiis  command. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  month  of  June,  the 
Secretary  of  War  gave  to  General  Winder  the 
first  intimation  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
constitute  a  new  military  district,  embracing  the 
country  now  composing  the  lOih  military  dis- 
trict, and  that  the  President  intended  to  invest 
him  with  its  command.  On  the  4th  or  5th  July, 
he  received  notice  of  his  appointment  to  the  10th 
military  district,  and  the  order  creating  it;  pro- 
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in  a  letter  states,  that  the  propositions  had  been 
suboiilled  to  the  President,  and  General  Winder 
is  referred  to  the  Nary  Department  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  propositions  relaiinw  to  the  nfi^'ans  in 
that  department.  General  Winder's  call  upon 
the  militia  en  masie  is  approved  ;  and,  on  the 
same  day,  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  to 
General    Winder,  advises    that    the   cavalry    be 


>fded  to  WihshingtoD,  and  called  on  the  Secre- 
,Jry  of  War,  who  enumerated  the  regular  force, 
i  »  jbefore  supposed,  to  amount  to  one  thousand  or 
\  ifcfe  thousand  two  hundred;  the  residue  of  his 
t  (^tnmand  10  he  composed  of  militia  to  be  draughted, 
!  -.^M  ^^^  shown  the  circular  to  certain  States  mak- 

*  •^l^t^'^*'  requisition  of  the  4th.     He  then  returned 

I  l^JBaltiraore  and  after  writing  the  letter  of  the  |  ^ciciai  tt  muci,  auvu-cs  ludi  mc  cavairy  oe 
;  ii  li.  proceeded  to  Annopoli--,  to  examine  it,  and  to  i  pushed  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy  with- 

*  e  iplore  the  l»)th  military  district  generally.  The  [  out  delay,  if  he  indicated  an  attack  upon  the  City 
i  J  ifer  of  the  12th,  from   the   Secretary  of  War.  i  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  off  all 

•  <  jjs  not  received  until  he  went  to  Annapolis,  to  I  horses  and  cattle,  and  all  supplies  of  forage,  &c., 
,  I  jijper  Marlborough,  and  back  to  Annapolis.  On  in  their  route.  Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost. 
'  tl  a  17th,  at  Nottingham,  received  intelligence  |  Colonel  Monroe,  with  Captain  Thornton's  troop 
i  1;  k  the  enemy  was  proceeding  up  the  Patuxent ;  '  of  horse,  proceeded  to  Hnd  and  reconnoitre  the 
'  ly  '|)te  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  and  to  General  I  enemy  on  Friday,  the  19ih  ;  on  the  same  day  the 
t  j\  rst,  advising  him  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the  |  militia  of  Georgetown  and  the  City  of  Washing- 
,  jBi  L»nty.  ThQ  detachment  of  the  36th  and  38th  !  ton,  under  General  Smith,  were  mu.>tered.  On 
I  if.  ;iments  was  ordered  from  Soulh  River  to  Not-  ,  Saturday,  the   20th,  this  and  some  other  forces 

•  ^  5ham, and  threecompanies  of  city  militia  were  :  commenced  their  line  of  march  towards  Bene- 
a  6]patched  to  him  promptly.  On  the  25th.  visited  |  diet,  about  1  o'clock,  and  encamped  that  night 
I  '►t  Washington;  and  on  the  1st  of  August,  i  about  four  miles  from  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge, 
ft  |d  his  permanent  headquarters  at  the  City  of  ;  on  the  road  to  Upper  Marlborough.  On  this  day 
.1  ishington;  viewed  and  inspected  the  District  1  Colonel  Monroe  communicated'the  intelligence 
•n^jitia.     The   people  of  St.  Mary's  and  Charles  I  of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  at  Benedict  in  force. 

(|  become  importunate  for  aid  and  pj'oteciion,  :  Same  day,  Colonel  Tilghman  and  Captain  Cald- 


c 

vat 


well,  with  their  commands  of  horse,  were  ordered 
and  despatched  to  annoy  the  enemy,  impede  his 

J     --   ,    —   •••-   ^......j  ..«..ug  I  march,  to  remove  and  destroy  forage  and  provis- 

i|fed,   this  detachment  was  encamped  at  Pis-  |  ions  before  the  enemy. 

Away.    He  understood  by  letters  from  General        On  Sunday  morning,  the  21st,  the  troops  were 

uth,  of  Baltimore,  and  the  Governor  of  Mary-  I  mustered,  and  the  articles  of  war  read  to  them. 

ilsJlJ^  that  St.-^nsbury's  brigade,  upon  application  j  At  12  o'clock,  the  marines  under  Captain  Miller 
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fj  in  obedience  to  the  wish  of  the  President. 
■  36th  and  38th  were  ordered  down  to  unite 
(jh  General   Stewart;    but   the  enemy  having 


General    Smith,   had    been    accepted    by  the 
iretary  of  War  a3  part  of  the  quota  of  Mary 


joined   the  army;  the  regulars  of  the  36th  and 

,         -  .  . J      38th  also  joined  at  the  Woodyard,  seven  miles  in 

>1  militia,  under  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July.  I  advance,  to  which  the  main   body  of  our  troops 
tihe  mornipgof  the  18th  of  August.  Thursday,  i  were  marched  and  encamped  on  Sunday  night, 
tjlli^ence  was  received  from  the  observatory  at  |  Two  letters  from  Colonel  Monroe,  on   the  21st, 
,_    ill  Lookoiit.  that  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  |  one  stating  that  he  had  viewed  the  enemy  near 
|U    j  enemy's  $eet  off  that  place  had   been    rein-    Benedict,  enumerated  twenty-seven  square  rigged 
!f(  ced  by  a  formidable  squadron  of  ships  and  ves-     vessels,  some  bay   craft  and    barges;    the   other 
ts<   ^of  variouMizes.     The  Commanding  General  !  dated  from  Nottingham,  stating  the  advance  of 
tiiediately  made  requisitions  on  the  Governors  |  the  enemy  upon  that  place  by  land  and    water 
Pennsylva'ua  and  Maryland  ;  various  officers  ;  and  recommending  the  Commanding  General  to 
01  tpilitia.  ami  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co-  j  despatch  five  hundred  or  mx  hundred  men  to  fall 
lif  jbia.  were  ordered  out  en  masse.  upon  the  enemy.     Colonel  Monroe  and  Colonel 

]n    the    19ih.  General    Winder,  in  a   letter  to    Beall  both  joined  the  army  at  night,  and  gave  an 
Secreiary;of  War,  submitted  several  proposi-    account  that  the  enemy  had  been  viewed  by  them 
tv  ds  to  the  f resident:  1st.  Would   it  be  expe-    Colonel  Beall  calculated   that   he  had  seen  four 
di  tjt,  under  tjhe  direction  of  the  Navy  Depart-  I  thousand,   without   supposing   he   had    seen   all 
i)t,  to   havi;  vessels  ready  to  be  sunk  in  the  ,  Colonel  Monroe   estimated   the  enemy  at  about 
omac,  at  ffort  Washington,  or  other  points,  at  I  six    thousand  ;  Captain    Herbert  joins  with    his 
ioment's  warning,  to  obstruct  the  navigation?  :  troop;  Colonel  Lavall  had  joined  with  two  cora- 
lsWould   It,  not  be  proper  to  put  all  the  boats    panies  of  cavalry  on  the  day  previous ;  the  enemy 
:w  ,|ch  can  bn  propelled  by  oars  that  are  at  the  I  remained  at  Nottingham,  except  an  advance  de- 
i^  of  VVasjungtoD,  under  the  control   of  the    tachraent  about  three  miles  from  town      Monday 
n*y  at  Fort  Washington,  to  transport  troops  as  i  the  22d,  early  in  the  morning,  a  light  detachment 
«v|^ts  may  require  ?     3d.  Would  it  not  be  con-    was  ordered  to  meet  the  enemy,  composed  of  the 
,T.j!ent  to  puc  ihe  marine  corps  into  service?  at    36th  and  38ih-Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  Colo- 
•alf.;vents,  to^ause  them  to  be  in  readiness  to  re-  I  nel  Lavall's  cavalry,  and  three  companies  from 
mf^ce  Fort  JVashiogton  at  a  moment's  notice,    the  brigade  of  General   Smith,  under  command 
or  o  be  appljed  as  events  require,  to  any  point  j  of  Major  Peter,  viz:  h.s  own  company  of  artil- 
cf  i<>fence  ?     -ith.  That  the  force  under  Commo-    lery.  Captain  StuU's  ritie  corps,  and  Captain  Da- 
jdo  fi  Barney  n^ay  co-operate  with  the  Command-    vidson's  light  infantry.  This  detachraeni  marched 
111    |;'eneral,  iji  case  of  the  abandonment  of  the    on  the  road  to  Nottingham,  about  9  o'clock;  the 
^tic  jjla.     Ou  tbe  same  day,  the  Secretary  of  War    remainder  of  the  aimy  marched  about  one  mile 
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in  advance,  to  an  elerated  position;  the  Com- 
manding General  with  his  staff,  accompanied  by 
Colonel  Monroe,  proceeded  in  advance  to  recon- 
noitre the  march  of  the  enemy.  Commodore 
Barney  had  joined  the  army  with  his  flotilla  men, 
besides  the  marines  under  Captain  Miller;  the 
horse  preceded  the  advance  detachment  of  our 
forces,  met  the  enemy,  and  retired  before  them. 
This  induced  the  advance  corps  to  take  a  position 
to  impede  the  march  of  the  enemy;  but  the  ad- 
vance detachment  was  ordered  to  retrograde  and 
join  the  main  body  of  the  army  that  had  remained 
some  hours  in  line  of  battle,  expecting  the  enemy 
to  come  ihat  route  to  the  city,  but  who  took  the 
road  to  Upper  Marlborough,  turning  to  his  right 
alter  having  come  within  a  few  miles  of  our 
forces;  upon  which  the  Commanding  General  fell 
back  with  his  whole  forces  to  the  Battalion  Old 
Fitlds,  about  eight  miles  from  Marlborough,  and 
the  same  distance  from  the  City  of  Washington. 
At  this  lime  heavy  explosions  in  the  direction  of 
Marlborough  announced  the  destruction  of  the 
flotilla  under  command  of  Commodore  Barney. 
The  enemy  arrived  at  Upper  Marlborough  about 
2  o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  late  next  day, 
to  be  joined,  it  is  presumed,  by  the  detachment  of 
the  enemy  which  had  been  sent  against  the  flo- 
tilla. 

The  Commanding  General  proceeded  to  Marl- 
borough and  found  the  enemy  encamped  ;  several 
prisoners  taken  ;  gave  information  that  the  enemy 
would   remain   in   that   position  until  next  day  ; 
and  after  making  observations  of  the  enemy  till 
the  close  of  the  day,  General  Winder  rt-iurned 
to  the  army.     Laie  in  the  evening  of  this  day, 
the  President,  with  the   Secretaries  of  War  and 
Navy,  and  the  Attorney  Gmeral.  joined  General 
Winder    at    the    Balialion   Old    fields,  and    re- 
mained with  him  till  the  evening  of  the  23d.     In 
the  morning   ihe  troops  were  drawn  up  and  re- 
viewed by  the  President.    The  most  contradictory 
reports  prevailed  as  to  the  movements  and  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  it  was  doubtful  in  camp  whe- 
ther Annapolis,  Fort  Washington — with  a  view 
to  co-operate  with  his  naval  forces — or  the  City 
of  Washington,  was  his  object.     As  to  numbers, 
rumors  vibrated   from  four   thousand    to  twelve 
thousand  ;    the    best   opinion    was   from    five    to 
seven  thousand.     Our  forces  at  this  time  at  the 
Old  Fields  are  variously  estimated,  with  no  ma- 
terial diffc-rence,  at  about  three  thousand  men,  in 
the  following  corps:   About  four  hundred   horse, 
under   the  command   of  the   following   officers: 
Lieutenant  Colonel   Lavall,  Colonel   Tilghman, 
Captains  Caldwell,  Thornton,  Herbert.  Williams, 
&c.;  four  hundred  regular  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  Lieutenant   Colonel    Scott,   viz:  36th, 
38ih,  and  Captain  Morgan's  company  of  the  12lh 
infantry;  bix   hundred  marines  and  flotilla  men 
under  Commodore  Barney  and  Captain  .Miller, 
with  five  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  two  eighteen 
pounders,  and   three  twelve  [)ounders  ;  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  militia  and  volunteers,  Gen. 
Smith's  lirigade  ol  Georgetown  and  city  militia, 
and   Marylaml   miiiiia   utider   Culunel    Kramer; 
of  which  there  were  two  companies  ol  artillery 


under  Captain  Burch  and  Major  Peter,  with  sir 
six-pounders  each,  making  an  aggregate  of  three 
thousand  two  hundred,  with  seventeen  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  enemy  was  without  cavalry,  and 
had  two  small  field  pieces  and  one  howitzer, 
drawn  by  men  ;  and  the  whole  country  well  cal- 
culated for  defence,  skirmishing,  and  to  impede 
the  march  of  an  enemy. 

The  enemy  remained  at  Upper  Marlborough 
till  after  12  o'clock,  about  which  time  General 
Winder  again  ordered  the  detachment  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scoti  and  Major  Peter  to 
advance  and  meet  the  enemy  if  he  should  be 
found  advancing,  or  to  attack  his  positions. — 
About  this  lime,  12  o'clock,  some  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  from  the  information  given  by  them, 
and  the  observations  of  the  videttes.  General  Win- 
der was  induced  to  believe  that  the  enemy  in- 
tended to  remain  stationary  for  the  day,  which 
induced  him  to  think  of  uniting  with  him  the 
forces  at  Bladensburg.  and  he  despatched  orders 
to  General  Stansbury,  and  other  corps  at  Bla- 
densburg, to  move  direct  for  Upjjer  Marlborough, 
and  proceeded  himself  towards  Bladensburg  to 
meet  and  hurry  on  the  forces  to  form  a  junction. 
When  General  Winder  left  the  command  with 
General  Smith,  and  proceeded  towards  Bladens- 
burg with  several  troops  of  cavalry,  he  left  orders 
that  the  advance  corps  should  march  upon  the 
enemy,  and  annoy  him  by  all  possible  means  if 
in  march,  or  if  not,  then  in  his  positions;  and  if 
he  advanced  upon  Bladensburg,  General  Smith, 
with  the  main  body,  should  fall  upon  his  flank, 
or  be  governed  by  circumstances  in  other  move- 
ments. 

Captain  Caldwell  joined  the  advance  corps  at 
2  o'clock.  P.  M.  An  expre.ss  brought  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  had  left  Upper  Marlborough  ;  that 
our  advance  had  met  the  enemy  about  six  miles 
in  advance  of  our  forces,  and  after  a  skirmish,  in 
which  Captain  Stuil's  company  had  about  four 
or  five  rounds,  was  compelled  to  retreat,  and  that 
the  enemy  was  advancing.  One  of  the  Aids  of 
General  Smiih  was  despatched  for  General  Win- 
der; the  whole  army  was  placed  in  a  favorable 
attitude  of  defence,  in  which  position  it  continued 
until  about  sunset,  when  General  Winder,  who 
had  arrived  some  time  previous,  ordered  thearray 
to  march  to  the  City  of  Washington.  The  ene- 
my was  about  three  miles  distant,  and  remained 
there  tliat  night.  Having  remained  till  the  going 
down  of  the  sun,  the  retreat  to  the  city  was  in- 
duced by  several  considerations,  stated  by  the 
Commanding  General.  1st.  To  effect  a  union  of 
his  whole  forces.  2d.  The  fear  of  a  night  attack, 
from  the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  and  want  of 
discipline  in  his  troops.  And,  3d.  In  a  night 
attack  his  superiority  in  artillery  could  not  be 
used.  The  march  of  our  army  to  the  city  was 
extremely  rapid  and  precipitate,  and  orders  occa- 
sionally given  to  captains  of  companies  to  hurry 
on  the  men.  who  were  extremely  fatigued  and 
exhausted  before  thecampingground  was  reached, 
near  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

General  Siansbury  had  arrived  at  Bladensburg 
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'■b\  ihe  22d,  aid  the  5th  Baltimore  regiment,  in- 
;  Jl  illing  the  a<tillery  and  rifle  corps,  on  the  even- 
It  rjof  the  23ct;  and.  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  Colo- 
fa'  i|Monroe.  i^n   pas^i^g  ihrough   Bladensburg  to 
ih  :"City  ol  Vyashington,  advrsed  General  Stans- 
jbi  rv  to  fall  ijpon   the   rear  of  the   enemy  forth- 
\^h,  a^  it  wafs^under stood  that  he  was  in  motion 
if(f|theciiy.     peneral  Stansbury  having  been  or- 
d^l^j-d  lo  take  -post  at  Bladensburg,  did  not  think 
h'i  was  at  libtyty  to  leave  it ;  but.  independent  of 

«  • 

•3 
w 


IT, 
Mi     . 


^  consideration,  the  fatigue  of  the  troops  under 

ifonel  Sterol  made  it  impracticable. 

I  is  here  proper  to  state,  that,  on  the  22d,  the 

iiretary  of  ^ar,  in  a  letter  to  General  Winder. 

ich  closes  |their  written  communications  pre- 

Vk  >(is  to  the  ^ih,  except  a  short    note  of  that 

rning.  states  that  he  had  ordered  Gen.  Doug- 

lo  march  ovith  his  command  to  the  District, 

'.tiout  seeking  a  rendezvous  with  General  Hun- 

Jord;  thati-a  detachment  of  the   12ih  infantry 

\  arrived ;'.that  it  should  be  armed,  equipped. 

ai.i  march  loathe  Woodyard;  that  the  Baltimore 

bnuJade  wouRl  arrive  at   Bladensburg  that  day, 

suggests;  the    propriety    of    throwing    Bar- 

s   seaniery  and    some    other    troops    on    the 

I   of  Nottingham — a   demonstration    which 

_  ftid   mena(^€  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  his 

*c.^muDicatioti  with  his  shipping,  which  would, 

'flnot  stop,  rpuch   retard   his  progress.     On  the 

n.  jning  of  t^e  24th,  in  a  short  note  to  the  Sec- 

']ry  of  \Va*,  General    Winder  says,  the  infor- 

-  yi'on  up  thi'  river  is  threatening ;  Barney,  or 

$f|i|e  other  fcrce,  should  occupy  the  batteries  at 

G  tjenleafs   Hoint  and  Navy  Yard,  and    wishes 

h  msel  from  Kie  Government  or  the  Secretary  of 

1^  '4T.     Upon  ;his  note  there  is  an  endorjement  in 

\\\  -'handwriting  of  General   Armstrong  to  this 

tl  ifi--  ''Wen^  to  General  Winder,  saw  no  neces- 

Jr  y:for  ordering  Barney  to  Greenleafs  Point  or 

fiZy'Y  Yard,  a[dvised  the  Commodore  to  join  the 

H^ly  at  Bladensburg,  and  ordered  Minor's  re^i- 

mrjt  to  that  place."  " 

•  jCfo  the  21sy.  late  at  night.  Colonel  Tayloe  ar- 

,;>|jjd  in  the  city  from  the  Northern  Neck,  where 

•ii*jhad   been  ^charged  with  orders  in  relation  to 

jt^*;  Virginia -draughts,  and  reported   himself  to 

;t.»»eral    Arr«strong,  who  issued    the  following 

Jlfiiijpral  orderj 

•       ',  J  ''War  Depart.ment. 

'^j  ,       August  22,  1S14.— 12  o'clock. 

rOeneral  l>ouglass  will  assemble  his  brigade 
lexandria,  and  hold  it  there  subject  to  orders. 
'JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 
;Jolonel  Taiyrloe  executed  this  order,  and  Tues- 
•  night,  thfe  23d,  again  reported  himself  to 
lieral  Arrr.>troDg.  who  issued  the  followin<r 
ers:  '  " 

tneral  OrtUr:  "War  Department. 

|Lieutena,it  Colonel  Minor  will  repair  to 
hington,  ;vith  the  regiment  under  his  com- 

tjd,  with  tlii?  utmost  despatch.  He  will  report 
riljiis  arrivaj  to  Colonel  Carbery  of  the  36th 
Itl-ment,  andf  make  a  requisition  for  arms  and 
atliaunition.  »=        "JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 
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"War  DtPART.MENT,  Aug.  23,  J814. 
'•  General  Order: 

•*AIl  the  militia  nowin  and  marching  to  Alex- 
andria, besides  Colonel  Minor,  will  march  imme- 
diately lo  Washington.  These  orders  will  be 
communicated  by  Colonel  Tayloe. 

"JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 

On  the  18th  of  August.  General  Van  Ness  or- 
dered General  Young  to  call  out.  en  tnasae,  the 
brigade  under  his  command,  including  the  Alex- 
andria militia  ;  the  same  day,  two  troops  of  cav- 
alry, attached  to  the  brigade,  were  ordered  to 
rendezvous  at  Bladensburg;  on  the  19th,  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  moruing.  to  accompany  Colonel 
Monroe.  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  be  subject  to 
his  order.  On  the  20th,  in  the  afternoon.  Gen. 
Young's  brigade  was  ordered  by  General  Winder 
to  cross  the  Potomac,  opposite  Alexandria,  and 
encamp  in  the  best  positioa,  and  wait  further 
orders,  which  wa>  eflected — liie  brigade  consist- 
ing of  four  hundred  and  tifiy-four  men,  two  brass 
six-pounders  and  one  brass  four-pounder.  On  the 
22d,  early.  General  Young,  by  order  of  General 
Winder,  marched  his  brigade  and  took  a  position 
on  a  height  near  the  head  of  Piscaiaway  creek, 
about  three  miles  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Washing- 
ton, where  the  ground  was  favorable  for  a  small 
detachment  to  defend  the  country  against  a  much 
greater  force,  and  remained  in  this  position  until 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  when  several  orders 
were  given  to  him;  tirst,  to  march  towards  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge;  second,  to  cross  the  Po- 
tomac to  the  Virginia  side,  <fcc.  This  brigade 
was  intended,  in  its  dispositions,  lo  aid  Fort 
Washington,  the  town  of  Alexandria,  and  to  be 
in  a  situaliuii  to  join  General  Winder. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24lh,  General  Winder 
established    hi,-*   headquarters   near    the    Eastern 
Branch  bridge;  detachments  of  horse  were  out 
in  various  directions  as  videttes,  and  reconnoiter- 
ing   parties,  and   arrangements  made  to  destroy 
the    Eastern    Branch    bridge.      Colonel    Geort^e 
Minor,  with    his   regiment    of  Virginia  militTa. 
composed  of  six  hundred  infantry  and  one  hun- 
dred cavalry,  arrived  at  the  City  ot   Washington 
in   the   twilight  of  the  evening  of  the  23d  :  he 
called  on  the  President,  who  referred  him  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  orders;  the  Secretary  in- 
formed  him  that  arms  could    not    be   had    that 
night,  but  gave  orders  to  report  him>elf  to  Colo- 
nel Carbery  early  in   the  morning,  who   would 
furnish  him  with  arms  and  ammunition,  as  he 
was  charged  with  that  duty  by  General  Winder. 
From  early  in  the  morning  till  late  in  the  fore- 
noon Colonel  M.nor  sought  Colonel  Carbery  dili- 
gently, but  he  could  not  be  found.     He  ride  tc 
headquarters  and  obtained  an  order  from  General 
Winder  upou  the  arsenal  for  arms,  &,c.,  marched 
to  the  place  with  his  re-iment,  and   its  care  he 
found  committed  to  a  young  man,  whose  caution 
in  giving  out  arms.  &c..  very  much  delayed  the 
arming  and    supplying    this    rei^iment.     An    in- 
stance is  htre  given,  when  the  flints  were  counted 
out  by  the  officers  of  the   regiment,  to  expedite 
business   at   this  crisis,   the   young   man  would 
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count  them  over  before  they  could  be  obtained. 
Colonel  Carbery  arrived  at  this  moment,  apolo 
gized  for  his  absence,  and  informed  Col.  .Minor 
that  he  had  the  evening  previous  ridden  out  to 
his  country  seat.  Colonel  Minor  was  au;ain  de- 
layed some  small  length  of  titne.  in  having  to 
remain  to  sign  receipts,  &c.  His  men  were 
ordered  to  Capitol  Hill.  In  the  meantime,  vari 
ous  reports  were  brought  into  headquarters,  as  to 
the  movements  and  intentions  of  the  enemy. 
The  President  and  Heads  of  Departments  col- 
lected at  headquarters  in  the  following  order: 
The  President,  next  Secretary  of  Stale,  next  the 
Attorney  General,  next  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  last  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Treas- 
ury together.  Colonel  Monroe  had  left  head- 
quarters, upon  a  rumor,  that  gained  ground,  that 
the  enemy  was  marching  upon  the  city  by  way 
of  Bladensburg.  with  a  view  of  joining  General 
Stansbury.  advising  him  of  the  rumor,  and  to 
aid  him  in  the  formation  of  a  line  of  battle  to 
meet  the  enemy.  General  Stansbury,  for  reasons 
given  in  his  report,  had  marched  from  his  posi- 
tion in  advance  of  Bladensburg.  and  occupied 
the  ground  west  of  that  village,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Eastern  Branch.  Here  the  front  line  of  bat- 
tle was  formed  by  General  Stansbury  and  his 
officers,  with  the  aid  of  Colonel  Monroe,  on  the 
presumption  that  General  Stansbury's  briga'Je 
and  the  command  of  Colonel  Sterret  included  the 
command  of  Major  Pinkney  and  Baltimore  artil- 
lery. 

There  is  a  bridge  over  the  Eastern  Branch  at 
Bladensburg,  and  a  large  turnpike  road  leading 
direct  to  the  City  of  VVashingion.     About  four 
hundred   yards  from  this  bridge,  some  small  dis- 
tance to  the  left  of  the  road,  the  Baltimore  artil- 
lery, six  pieces  o(  six   pounders,  occupied  a  tem- 
porary  breast-work  of  earth,  well  calculated  to 
command  the  pass  over  the  bridge.     Part  of  the 
battalion  of  riflemen,  under  Major  William  Pink- 
ney. and  one  other  company,  took  position  on  the 
right  of  the  artillery,  partially  protected  by  a  fence 
and  brush  ;  and  on  the  left  of  the  battery,  leading 
to  the  rear  of  a  barn,  two  companies,  from  the 
regiment  under  Colonel  Shuiz,  and  the  other  part 
of  the  riflemen  from  Baltimore.     Colonel  Ragan 
was  posted  in  the  rear  of  Major  Pinkney.  his  right 
resting  on  the  road  ;  Colonel  Shutz.  continuing 
the  line  on   the  left,  with  a  small   vacancy  in  the 
centre  of  the  two  regiments ;  and  Colonel  Sterret 
formed  the  extreme  left  flank  of  the  infantry.     At 
this  moment.  Colonels  Beall  and   Hood  entered 
Bladensburg.   with    the    Maryland    militia    from 
Annapolis,  crossed  the  bridge,  and  took  a  position 
on  a  most  commanding  height,  on  the  right  of  the 
turnpike,  about   three    hundred    yards    from  the 
road,  to  secure  the  right  flank.     In  the  meantime, 
(about  eleven  o'clock)  certain  intelligence  was 
received  at  headquarters,  that  the  enemy  was  in 
full  march  towards  Bladensburg ;  which  induced 
General  Winder  to  put  in  motion  his  whole  force, 
except  a  few  men  and  a  piece  of  artillery  left  at 
the   Eastern  Branch  bridge,  to  destroy   it.     The 
day  was  hot,  and  the  road  was  dusty — the  march 
was   rapid   to   Bladensburg.     The   cavalry  and 


mounted  men  arrived,  and  were  placed  on  the  left 
flank,  and  some  small  distance  in  its  rear.     Gen- 
eral Winder  now  arrived,  and  told  General  Stans- 
bury  and  Colonel   Monroe  that  his  whole  force 
was  marching  for    Bladensburg.    and   approved 
the    dispositions    which    had    been    made  of  the 
troops;  at  which  moment,  it  had  become  imprac- 
ticable, in  the  opinion  of  the  officers,  to  make  any 
essential  change  :  for  the  two  armies  were  now 
coming  to  the  Wattle  ground,  in  opposite  direc- 
tions; and  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  opposite 
heights  at  Bladensburg,  about  a  mile  distant,  and 
halted  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.    This  was  about 
twelve  o'clock.     The  troops  from  the  city  were 
disposedof  as  they  arrived.     Captain  Burch.with 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  was  stationed  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  infantry  of  the  first  line  ;  and  a 
rifle  company,  armed  with  muskets,  near  the  bat- 
tery, to  support  it.     About   this  time  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  arrived,  and  in  a  few  moments  after, 
the  President  and  the  Attorney  General,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  examine   the  disposition  of  the  troops. 
In    the  meantime,  as  the  enemy  advanced  into 
Bladensburg,  the  officers   were   forming  rapidly 
the  second  line.     The  command  of  Commodore 
Barney  came  up  in  a  trot;  and   formed   his  men 
on  the  right  of  the  main  road,  in  a  line  with  the 
command  under  Colonels  Beall  and  Hood,  with 
a   considerable   vacancy,    owing    to  the  ground. 
The  heavy  artillery,  Commodore  Barney  planted 
in    the  road  ;  the  three  twelve  pounders  to  the 
right,  under  Ca[;tain  Miller,  who  commanded  the 
flotilla   men  and  marines,  as  infantry,  to  support 
the  artillery.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Kramer,  with 
a  battalion  of  Maryland  militia,  was  posted  in  the 
wood,  in   advance  of  the   marines  and  Colonels 
Bealland  Hood'scommand.     The  regiment  under 
command  of  Colonel  Magruder,  was  stationed  on 
the  left  of  Commodore  Barney,  and  in  a  line  with 
him  and   Colonel    Beall.     The  regiment  under 
command  of  Colonel  Brent, and  Major  Warring's 
battalion,   and   some   other  small    detachments, 
formed  the  left  flank  of  this  second  line,  and  in 
the  rear  of  Major  Peter's  battery  ;  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel    Scott,  with  the  regulars,  was  placed  m 
advance  of  Colonel  Magruder,  and  to   the  left, 
forming  a  line  towards  Major  Peter's  battery,  but 
in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  mask  it ;  other  small 
detachments  in  various  directions. 

About  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  while  the  sec- 
ond line  was  thus  forming,  the  enemy  approached, 
and  the  battle  commenced.  The  Baltimore  ar- 
tillery opened  a  tire  and  dispersed  the  enemy's 
light  troops  now  advancing  along  the  street  of  the 
village,  who  took  a  temporary  cover  behind  the 
houses  and  trees,  in  loose  order,  and  presented  ob- 
jects only  occasionally  for  the  fire  of  the  cannon. 
The  enemy  commenced  throwing  his  rockets,  and 
his  light  troops  began  to  concentrate  near- the 
bridge!  and  to  press  across  it  and  the  river,  which 
was  fordable  above.  The  battalion  of  riflemen, 
under  Major  Pinkney.  now  united  gallantly  with 
the  fire  from  the  battery.  For  some  minutes  the 
tire  was  continued  with  considerable  eflfect;  the 
enemy's  column  was  not  only  dispersed  while  in 
the  street,  but  while  approaching  the  bridge  they 
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^m^a  i^oionei  oierrei  w< 
tiifipori  the  6>st  line.  0 
>l>^i'  was  abaiiiJoQed,  but  : 
jei<|my  sooq  took  advantc 


rown  iOto  some  confusion,  and  tlie  British 

Otjters  were  xeen  exerting  thenoselves  to  press  the 
sKiers  on.  Having  now  gained  the  bridge,  it 
*  passed  rapidly,  and  as  the  enemy  crossed, 
flfc^ked,  forn^d  a  line,  and  advanced  steadily  on, 
••5i4ch  corapejed  the  artillery  and  battalion  of  ri- 
Sltfien  (0  givf  way.  after  which  Major  Pickney 
i^-uj  severely:  wounded.  He  exerted  himself  to 
vSK'  his  rafh,  and  succeeded,  at  a  small  distance 
(l|he  rear  oL  his  first  position,  and  united  with 
fifth  Bali^-mbre  regiment, 
appears  from  reports  of  several  oflScers,  Stans- 
,  Pinkney,  Law.  Sterret,  ice,  that  the  cora- 
d  of  General  Stansbury  was  three  or  four 
dred  yard*  in  the  rear  of  the  battery,  and  Major 
_kney's  riflenaen  and  some  other  small  corps  to 
■jleft  of  th<i  battery  ;  of  course  this  small  party 
'  to  fight  with  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
u'(il  they  retired,  and  the  enemy  occupied  the 
5^4Jnd  they  left  without  any  considerable  re>ist- 
4;  iiice,  as  the  enemy  marched  on  without  hailing 
t\h  the  bridg^e  was  passed.  Captain  Burch  and 
Xrionel  Sterret  were  about  the  same  distance, 
^^Jlien  Colonel  Sterret  was  ordered  to  advance  to 

One  of  the  pieces  of  arlil- 

spiked  previously.     The 

el^my  soon  took  advantage  of  the  trees  of  an  or- 

c|ird,  which  was  occupied  or  held  by  the  force 

c.'i   had  jt)st  retreated,  and   kept  up  a  galling 

On  part  of  t'ur  line.     Captain  Burch's  artillery. 

a  small  detachment  near  it,  now  opened  a 

s   fire   upon    the   enemy.      Colonel  Sterret, 

h   the  fiftji  Baltimore  regiment,  was  ordered 

dvance,  ajid  made  a  prompt  movement,  until 

^ered  to  hajt,  as  at  this  moment  the  rockets  as- 

tiiing  a  moie  horizontal  direction,  and  passing 

4r  the  heaths  of  Colonel  Shutz  and  Raman's  re- 

ihents,  the  .'ight  gave  way,  which  was  followed 

^  few  minlaes  by  a  general  flight  of  the  two  re- 

t|ienls.  in  di'fiance  of  all  the  exertions  of  General 

inder,  Sia^sbury,  and  other  officers.     Burch'.s 

tilery    and.-  the    oth    regiment    remained  with 

(nness  ;  th>)  orchard  obstructed   their  fire;  but 

jwiihstanding  the  enemy's  light  troops  were, 

fir  a  moment,  driven  back   by  them,  the  enemy 

.  ^lliying  gained  the  right  dank  of  the  fifth,  which 

I  ''^I'osed  it,  Burch's  artillery  and  Colonel  Sterret, 

j;'wi40  comma:ided  the  fifth,  were  ordered  by  Gen- 

»*ll  Winder  to  retreat,  with  a  view  of  forming  at 

mall  distance  in  the  rear ;  but  instead  of  retir- 

in  urder,  <he  fifth,  like  the  two  other  reaiments 

er  General  Siau>bury,  in  a  very  few  minutes 

I'^'^re  retreating  Id  disorder  and  confusion,  not- 

i\«  i.thstandinj  the  exertions  of  Colonel  Sterret  to 

tvent  It.     From  reports  of  various  officers,  ex- 

(ions  were- made  to  rally  the  men  and  to  bring 

^ni  again  ^  the  battle,  which  partly  succeeded 

Hhe  first  instance,  but  ultimately,  and  in  a  short 

•pe,   all    attempts    were    vain,   and    the    forces 

tited  ;  and  jlhe  first  line,  together  with  the  horse, 

,  ^t1''e  totally  (uuted,  and  retreated  in  a  road  which 

)l]k^ked  in  three  directions;  one  branch  led  by  Rock 

i'lneek  Churfh.to  Tenleytown  and  Montgomery 

'(♦M^urt-house.  another   led  to  Georgetown,  and    a 

Jrd  to  the  ^iiy  of  Washington.     It  does  not  ap- 

jtr  that  aD)*  movement  was  made  or  attempted 
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by  the  cavalry  or  horsemen,  although  the  enemy 
to   the  left  were  in  open  and  scattered  order,  as 
they  pursued  or  pressed  upon  our  lines,  and  a  most 
fortunate  moment  presented  itself  for  a  charge  of 
cavalry  and  horsemen. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  that  General 
Winder  stales  his  exertions  to  direct  the  retreat- 
ing line  to  the  Capitol,  with  a  view  of  rallying. 
This  intention  i«  corroborated  by  Colonel  Ster- 
ret ;  but  it  appears  as  if  this  determination  was 
not  generally  understood  by  the  officers  or  men. 
Colonel  Kramer,  posted  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  in  advance  of  Commodore  Barney,  was  next 
drawn  from  his  position,  afier  having  maintained 
his  ground  with  considerable  injury  to  the  enemy, 
and  retreated  upon  the  command  ot  Colonels  Beall 
and  Hood,  on  a  commanding  eminence  to  the 
right.  After  the  retreat  of  the  militia  under  Col- 
onel Kramer,  from  his  first  position,  the  enemy's 
column  in  the  road  was  exposed  to  an  animated 
discharge  from  Major  Peter's  artillery,  which  con- 
tinued until  they  came  into  contact  with  Commo- 
dore Barney  ;  here  the  enemy  met  the  greatest  re- 
sistance, and  sustained  the  greatest  loss,  advancing 
upon  our  retreating  line.  When  the  enemy  came 
in  full  view,  and  in  a  heavy  column  in  ihe  maio 
road,  Commodore  Barney  ordered  an  eighteen 
pounder  to  be  opened  upon  them,  which  com- 
pletely cleared  the  road,  scattered,  and  repulsed 
the  enemy  for  a  moment.  lu  several  attempts  to 
rally  and  advance,  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  which 
induced  him  to  flank  lo  the  right  of  our  lines  m 
an  open  field.  Here  Captain  Miller  opened  upon 
him  with  the  three  twelve  pounders,  and  the  flo- 
tilla men,  acting  as  infantry,  with  considerable 
efl"fCt.  The  enemy  continued  flanking  to  the 
ri^ht,  aud  pressed  upon  the  command  of  Colonels 
Beall  and  Hood,  which  gave  way,  after  three  or 
four  rounds  u[  inefl'ectual  fire,  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  enemy,  while  Colonel  Beall  and 
other  officers  allempted  to  rally  the  men  on  this 
high  position.  The  enemy  very  soon  gained  the 
flank  and  even  the  rear  of  the  right  of  ihe  second 
line.  Commodore  Barney,  Captain  Miller,  and 
some  other  officers  of  his  command  being  wound- 
ed, his  ammuniuon  wagons  having  gone  ofl"  in 
the  disorder,  and  that  whioh  the  marines  and  flo- 
tilla men  had  being  exhausted  ;  in  this  situaiion. 
a  retreat  was  ordered  by  Commodore  Barney, 
who  fell  himself  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Thesecond  line  was  not  exactly  connected,  hut 
posted  in  advantageous  posit  ions  in  connexion  with 
andsupporiingeach  other.  The  command  of  Gen- 
eral Siuub,  including  the  Georgetown  and  city 
militia,  siill  remained  in  order,  and  firm,  without 
any  part  of  them  having  given  way,  as  well  as  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  of  the  reg- 
ulars, and  some  other  corps.  The  enemy's  light 
troops  had,  in  the  meantime,  advanced  on  the  left 
of  ihe  road,  and  had  gained  a  line  parallel  with 
Sniiili's  command,  and,  in  endeavoring  to  turn 
the  flank,  Cidonel  Brent  was  [)laL'ed  in  <i  position 
calculated  to  prevent  it ;  the  enemy  also  advanced 
and  came  wiihia  long  shot  of  part  of  Colonel 
Magruder's  command,  which  opened  a  partial 
fire,  but  wiihoui  much  effect ;  and,  at  this  moment. 
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and  in  this  situation,  General  Winder  ordered  the 
whole  of  the  troops,  then  stationary,  to  retreat, 
which  was  efl'ected  with  as  much  order  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  and  the  occasion  would  permit; 
these  troops,  after  retreating  five  or  six  hundred 
paces,  were  halted  and  formed,  but  were  again 
ordered  to  retreat  by  General  Winder,  General 
Winder  then  gave  orders  to  collect  and  form  the 
troops  on  the  heights  west  of  the  turnpike  cate, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Capitol,  wliich 
order  was  in  part  executed,  and  the  forces  formed 
by  General  Smith  and  the  other  officers,  when 
Colonel  George  Minor  came  up  with  his  regi- 
ment of  Virginia  volunteers,  and  united  his  forces 
with  General  Smith's  commarjd,  having  been  de- 
tained, as  before  stated,  in  obtaining  arms,  am- 
munition. &.C.  ;  hut.  while  in  the  act  of  forming, 
General  Winder  gave  orders  to  retire  to  the  Cap- 
itol, with  the  expectation  of  being  united  with 
the  troops  of  the  first  line.  Colonel  Minor  was 
ordered  to  take  a  certain  position  and  disposition. 
and  cover  the  retreat  of  all  the  forces  by  remain- 
ing until  all  had  marched  for  the  Capitol.  The 
troops  were  again  halted  at  the  Capitol  while 
General  Winder  was  in  conference  with  Colonel 
Monroe  and  General  Armstrong. 

The  first  line  and  cavalry,  except  one  troop  of 
Colonel  Lavall's.  had  taken  a  route  which  did  not 
bring  them  to  the  Capitol ;  the  most  of  them  had 
proceeded  north  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
others  dispersed  and  returned  home,  and  sought 
refreshment  in   the  country.     The  Commanding 
Greneral  represented  the  diminution  of  his  force, 
the  dispersion  of  a  large  portion  ot  it,  the  want  of 
discipline,  the  great  fatigue  of  the  troops,  and  be- 
lieved that  It  would  be  impossible  to  make  efl'ec- 
tual   resistance  to  the  invasion  of  the  city;  nor 
did  he  think  it  would  be  proper  to  attempt  to  de- 
fend the  Capitol,  the  troops  being  without  provi- 
sions, and  which  would  leave  every  other  part  of 
the  city  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  losing  his  army.     In  this  consultation,  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  War,  it  appears,  concur- 
red in  their  views  with  General  Winder,  and  ad- 
vised him  to  retire  and  rally  the  troops  upon   the 
heights  of  Georgetown  ;  thi«  produced  an  order 
for  the  whole  force  to  retreat  from  Capitol  Hill 
through   Georgetown.     On   receiving  this  order, 
the  troops  evinced  the  deepest  anguish,  and  that 
order  winch  had  been  previously  maintained  was 
destroyed.     General  Smith  in  his  report  uses  this 
language  :  '■  when  the  order    for  a  retreat  from 
Capitol  Hill  was  received,  the  troops  evinced  an 
anguish  beyond  the  power  of  language  to  express.'" 
The  troops  were  halted  at  Tenleytown,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  to  collect  them  together,  which 
only  partially  succeeded.     Some  returned  home, 
some  went  in  pursuit  of  refreshments,  and  those 
that  halted  gave  themselves  up  to  the  uncontrolled 
feelings  which  fatigue,  fxhaustion,  privation,  and 
disappointment,  produced.     The   force  thus  col- 
lected were  marched  about  five  miles  up  the  Po- 
tomac, and.  early   in  the  morninir.  Thursday  the 
25lh,  orders  were  given  to  assemble  tlie  troops  at 
Montgomery  Courthouse.  General  Winderseems 
to  have  taken  this  position  with  a  view  to  collect 
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his  forces,  and  to  interpose  for  the  protection  of 
Baltimore,  in  case  the  enemy  marched  upon  it  as 
was  anticipated  by  him.  On  the  23d,  Genei^l 
Winder  despatched  an  order  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Washington  to  place  patrols  on 
every  road  leading  to  the  garrison  ;  and,  upon  the 
event  of  his  being  taken  in  the  rear  of  the  fort, 
to  blow  it  up  and  retire  across  the  river.  On  the 
26ih,  the  army  at  Montgomery  took  up  the  line 
of  march  about  ten  o'clock  towards  Baltimore: 
General  Winder  proceeded  on  to  Baltimore.  On 
the  27th,  General  Smith's  brigade  marched  to 
this  District. 

The  distance  from  Benedict  to  the  City  of 
Washington,  by  Bladensburg,  is  upwards  of  fifty 
miles.  The  enemy  was  without  baggage  wagons 
or  means  of  transportation  ;  his  troops  much  ex- 
hausted with  fatigue  ;  many  compelled  to  quit  the 
ranks,  and  extraordinary  exertions  used  to  keep 
others  in  motion  ;  and,  as  if  unable  to  pursue  our 
forces,  remained  on  the  battle  grounJ  ;  the  ene- 
my's advance  reached  the  city  about  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  the  battle  having  ended  about 
two  o'clock,  or  before.  The  main  body  of  the 
enemy  remained  on  the  heights  west  of  the  turn- 
pike gale. 

Doctor Ca I lett. the  superintending  surgeon,  who 
was  admitted  to  attend  upon  the  wounded,  and 
who  passed  through  the  enemy's  camp,  and  re- 
mained at  Bladensburg  until  the  city  was  evacu- 
ated, had  the  best  opportunity  of  estimating  the 
loss  on  both  sides,  as  well  as  a  good  opportunity 
to  ascertain  the  number  and  force  of  the  enemy. 
His  estimate  is  as  follows: 

Of  the  enemy. — On  Capitol  Hill,  seven  hun- 
dred ;  Turnpike  Hill,  two  thousand;  wounded  at 
Bladensburg,  three  hundred  ;  attendants,  three 
hundred  ;  wounded  and  attendants  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  sixty  ;  killed  at  Bladensburg  and  the 
city,  one  hundred  and  eighty;  total  force,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  forty.  This  statement 
is  corroborated  by  all  the  information  in  his  pow- 
er, besides  his  own  observations.  Mr.  Law  esti- 
mated the  enemy,  on  its  march. at  five  thousand  ; 
but,  from  the  best  information,  his  estimate  would 
be  about  four  thousand  five  hundred.  Colonel 
Monroe,  who  viewed  the  enemy  on  his  march, 
estimated  the  number  at  about  six  thousand.  GJen- 
erel  Winder  states  that  the  best  opinion  at  the 
Woodyard  made  the  enemy  from  five  to  seven 
thousand.  Our  forces  are  variously  estimated; 
and,  indeed,  from  the  manner  of  collecting  thena, 
and  their  dispersion,  makes  it  difficult  to  ascertain 
the  number  with  perfect  accuracy.  Greneral 
Stansbury  represents  Colonel  Ragan's  regiment 
at  five  hundred  and  fifty  ;  Colonel  Shutz's  regi- 
ment at  eight  hundred;  Colonels  Beall's  and 
Hood's  at  eight  hundred;  Colonel  Sterret's  regi- 
ment at  five  hundred  ;  Major  Pinkney's  com- 
mand, including  two  compamesof  artillery,  three 
hundred  ;  making  two  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-three;  but  -General  Winder  estimates 
Colonel  Beall  six  or  seven  hundred;  deduct  one 
hundred,  this  leaves  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifth-three;  to  which  add  the  command  of 
General  Smith,  and  militia  that  united  with  him 
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jtitbe  Woodyard,  Batialioa  Old  Fields,  &c..  the 

•  Jfiulars"  under  Lieulenaot  Colonel    Scott.  Bar- 

'  *|y's  command,  the  cavalry.  &c.,  three  thousand 

♦•Vo  hundrbd  ;  making  an  agpregaie  number  of 

.  ii)t  thousand  and  rtfty-three.     Besides  this^  force. 

fi^eral  detachments  are    spoken  of  by  General 

inder's  oJHcers.  not  known,  amounting  to  sev- 

1  hundred.     But  as  a  small  detachment  was 

!ft  at  the  Kastern  Branch  bridge,  others,  partic- 
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Eiarly  some  of  thr  cavalry,  were  on  detachment. 
Jjconnoiiering,  &r.,  the  number  of  forces,  may  be  , 
'ilimated  at  least  at  six  thousand,  includingabout  i 
^lirenty  pieces  of  artillery,  two  eighteen  pounders.  , 
■J^ree  twelvt-s,  and  the  balance  six  pounders.  Our  ' 
lijss  on  the  field  of  battle,  killed,  is  estimated  by  I 
TJe  superiniending  surgeon  at  ten  or  twelve,  and 
^^e  wounded,  some  of  whom  died,  at  about  thirty,  j 

{. general  Winder's  official  report  estimates  our  loss  , 
\i  about  thirty  kiUed  and  fifty  wounded. 
The  probable  estimate  of  British  forces  on  the  , 
Jjlth  of  Auo;ust,  K.tal  four  thousand  five  hundred  ; 
Klled  at  B^sidensburg  and  in  thecily.one  hundred 
^d  fifty  ;  rvounded  at  both  places,  three  hundred, 
jiimerican  forces,  six   thousand;    killed,  twenty, 
ivounded  f<>rty  ;  besides  the  regiment  under  com- 
yjiand  of  Colonel  Minor,  six  hundred  infantry  and 
Tine  hundred  horse,  which  met  the  retreat  on  the 
j;vest  of  tht  turnpike  gate;  and  General  Young's 
r[&rigade  ab«jut  ffve  hundred,  which  was  ordered  to 
Sfemain  on  ihe  banks  of  the  Potomac,  about  twelve 
iyiiles  from   the  City    of    Washington,  until  the 
Wvcnin£  of  the  24ih,  when  he  crossed  over  to  Al- 
exandria, and  proceeded  to  Montgomery  Court- 
Jtbouse.  to  join  the  main  army. 
S'   The  t-nemy,  tn  the  evening  of  the  25th,  made 
Sfhe  greatest  exeriions  to  leave  the  City  of  Wash- 
Cington.     They  had  about  forty  indifferent  looking 

•  horses,  ten  or  twelve  carts  and  wagons,  one  ox 
"cart,  one  coach,  and   several  gigs;    these   were 

isent  to  Bl^ensburg  to  move  off  the  wounded  :  a 
drove  of  *ixty  or  seventy  cattle  preceded  this 
parly.  Airiving  at  Bladensburg,  the  British  sur- 
geon was  (ordered  to  select  the  wounded  who  could 

^walk;  the.  forty  horses  were  mounted  by  tho>e 
who  couldj  ride  ;  the  carts  and  wagons  loaded,  and 
upwards  c^  ninety  wounded  left  behind.  About 
^  twelve  o'clock  at  night  the  British  army  passed 

*  through  I]{ladensburg,and  parties  continued  until 
k  morning,  iind  stragglers  until  after  mid-day.     The 

*  xetrcat  of  ihe  enemy  to  his  shipping  was  precipi- 
?,,tate,  and  i%-pparently  under  an  alarm,  and,  it  is  sup- 
posed, ihajt  It  was  known  to  liun  that  our  forces 

•  had  murcijed  to  Montgomery  Court-house. 
/<     The  H(jn.  Richard  Rush.  General  Slaosbury, 
6:Major   William   Pinkney,  Dr.  Catlett,  and  Mr. 
{•Law.  all  ^mark,  that  General  Winder  was  active 

fand  zealous,  encouraged  the  men,  and    exposed 
^ihimself.  Qnd  acted  as  a  man  of  firmness  during 
,  -the  engagement,  and   endeavored   to  rally,  wan 
■  other  officers,  the  lines,  as  they  gave  way. 
.■■      There  '^eems  to  be  a  general   concurrence  of 
■statemen^^  that  our  forces   were  much   fatigued 
iand  wora  down  with  marching,  counter-marcii- 
'■  ing,  and  :heir  strength  much  exhausted,  during 
» their  servtce.  by  remaining  under  arms  much  of 
'   the  night  as  well  as  the  day,  by  false  alarms,  and 
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otherwise.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  it  was  gen- 
erally known  among  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
first  line,  that  the  forces  from  the  city  were  formed 
behind  in  the  second  line,  to  meet  the  enemy  and 
support  them.  This  statement  is  made  by  Gen- 
eral Stansbury,  Major  William  Pinkney,  and 
some  other  officers  ol  the  first  line. 

Recapitulation. 

This  statement  of  facts  has  brought  the  com- 
mittee to  a  recapitulation  of  some  of  the  promi- 
nent circura.slauces  in  this  part  of  the  transaction. 
Without  entering  into  the  consideration  of  the 
means  in  the  power  of  the  Administration,  and 
the  equal  claims  of  every  part  of  the  extensive 
maritime  and  territorial  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  in  proportion  to  its  importance  and  expo- 
sure, to  defensive  measures,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  means  authorized  for  the  security 
of  the  lOih  military  district,  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  a  Cabinet  Council  of  the  Isi 
of  July,  were  ample  and  oufficient  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  force,  and  seasonable  as  to  the  time  when 
the   measures  were   authorized.     On   the  2d   of. 
July    the   10th  military  district  was  constituted, 
and  the  command  given  to  General  Winder.     On 
the  4th  of  July  the  requisition  upon   the  States 
for  ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  men  was 
made.     On   the  14ih  of  July   the  Governors  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  requisition  of  the  4th,  and   promised 
promptitude.     About  the  lOih  of  July  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maryland  was  served  with  the  requisi- 
tion, and  took   measures  to  designate  a  corps  of 
six  thousand  men,   the  whole  quota   irom   that 
Slate.     On  the  liiih  of  July  General  Winder  was 
authorized,  in  case  of  menaced  or  actual  invasion, 
to  call  into  service  the  whole  quota  of  Maryland. 
On  the  17ih  General  Winder  was  authorized  to 
call   into  actual    service   not  less   than   two,  nor 
more  than  three  thousand  of  the  draughts  assigned 
to  his  command,  to  form  a  permanent  force,  to  be 
stationed  in  some  central  position  between  Balti- 
more and  the  City  of  Washington.     On  the  same 
day,  ITih  of  July,  General  Winder  was  authorized 
to  call  on  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  for  five  thou- 
sand  men  ;  on  Virginia,  two  thousand  ;  on    the 
militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  a  disposa- 
ble stale,  two   thousand;  together    with    the   six 
thousand  from  Maryland:  making  an  aggregate 
force  of  fifteen  thousand  draughted  iniliiia,  three 
thousand  of  which  authorized   to  be  called  into 
actual  service,  the  residue  in  case  of  actual  or 
menaced  invasion,  besides  the  regular  troops,  es- 
timated at  one  thousand — making  sixteen  thou- 
sand, independent  of  marines  and   ilotiUa    men. 
This  was  ihe  measure  of  defence  contemplated 
for  ihe  military  district  No.  10,  and  the  measures 
laken  by  the  War  Department  up  to  the  17lh  of 
July  m  execution  of  it. 

in  relation  to  the  collection  of  this  force,  several 
unioriunate  circumstances  intervened  to  produce 
a  great  and  manifest  failure. 

1st.  On  the  7th  of  July  General  Winder  was 
authorized,  in  consequence  of  his  own  suggestions, 
and  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the  President, 
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to  call  into  actual  service  as  many  as  three 
thousand,  and  not  less  than  two  thousand  ot  the 
draughts,  under  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of 
July,  assigned  for  the  operations  of  his  district, 
as  a  permanent  corps  and  rallying  point  with 
his  oiher  forces,  in  a  central  position  as  before 
stated,  to  protect  Baltimore,  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, &c.  in  case  of  invasion.  General  Winder, 
upon  the  receipt  of  his  aulhority, proceeded  direct 
to  Annapolis,  and  made  this  requisition  upon  the 
Governor  of  Maryland  for  the  actual  service  of 
three  thousand  men;  and  on  the  23d  of  July, 
thirty-two  days  previous  to  the  battle  at  Bladens- 
burg, General  Winder  informs  ihe  Secretary  of 
War  that  the  arrangements  for  this  force  had 
been  made,  orders  had  issued,  and  Blidensburg 
fixed  as  the  place  of  rendezvous;  and  encourages 
expectation  ihat  the  collection  of  the  force  would 
be  prompt  and  certain. 

On  the  27th  the  Governor  of  Maryland  informs 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  measures  had  been 
taken  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  4ih 
of  July,  and  his  orders  had  issued,  calling  into 
actualservice  three  thousand  five  hundred  men 
to  rendezvous  at  Bladensburg.  lo  comply  with 
the  demand  of  General  Winder,  in  conformity  to 
the  wishes  of  the  President.  In  the  meantime, 
Stansbury'i  brigade  had  been  called  into  service 
at  Baltimore,  on  account  of  the  alarm  about  the 
I5lh  of  July,  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  al- 
though this  force  constituted  a  part  of  the  Mary- 
land'quoia  of  six  thousand,  by  tfie  consent  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  it  was  to  make  no  part  of  the 
three  thousand  to  be  called  into  actual  service  for 
the  purposes  mentioned. 

To  form  a  correct  estimate  of  this  failure,  which 
did  not  bring  as  many  hundred  men  into  the  field, 
ID  the  words  of  General  Winder,  it  may  be  proper 
to  state,  that  at  all  times  the  marines,  fioiilla  men, 
and  regular  troops,  including  the  different  garri- 
sons, amounted  to  upwards  of  one  thousand  men. 
The  militia  of  the  Districtof  Columbia  amounted 
to  two  thousand  men.     These  were  always  in  a 
disposable  slate,  and  acknowledged   by  General 
Winder,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d,  to  be  almost  as 
efficientas  if  in  actual  service.and  the  event  proved 
this  to  be  correct.     The  disposable  force  at  Balti- 
more,   including   Stansbury's   brigade,  amounted 
to  upwards  of  two  thousand    men.  as  the  event 
proved,  making  an  efficient  force  of  at  least  eight 
thousand  men.  if  the  call  for  three  thousand  had 
been  complied  with.     To  this  add  ilie  designated 
force  assigned  to  the  10th   military  district,  and 
the  force  to  be  raised  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion 
by  calls  upon   the  militia  and   population  of  the 
country  en  masse,  and  whose  disposition  is  always 
operated  upon   more  or  less  in   proportion  lo  the 
prospect    of  success.     On    the    13th    of  August, 
twenty  one  days  after  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
informed  that  this  arrangement  had   been  made. 
General  Winder  advises  him  that  there  would  be 
almost  a  total  failure  in  relation  to  the  call  for 
the  three   thousand    men.    and.   as  a   temporary 
remedy,  proposes  the  acceptance  of  certain  State 
troops,  supposed  to  be  about  one  thousand,  under 
Colonels  Beall  and  Hood,  then  in  service  at  An- 


napolis, which  was  authorized;  and  these  troops 
came  to  the  battle  ground,  as  before  stated,  about 
one  half  an  hour  before  the  action  on  the  24th  of 
August.  The  reasons  which  operated  to  produce 
this  failure  have  been  detailed,  and  there  can  be 
no  object  in  having  tliem  repeated,  as  the  com- 
mittee do  not  consider  it  a  duty  to  discuss  the 
merit  of  those  considerations. 

2dly.  On  the  17ih  of  July,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  by  letter, authorized  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral to  call  on  Pennsylvania  for  five  thousand 
men  ;  on  Virginia  for  two  thousand  men,  (Sec,  as 
before  stated.  This  letter  was  not  received  by 
General  Winder  until  about  the  8th  of  August, 
as  appears  by  his  correspondence  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania,  after  a  lapse  of  about 
twenty-three  days.  In  explaining  the  delay  in 
the  receipt  of  this  letter.  General  Winder  says  it 
originated  from  his  being  in  constant  motion,  in 
traversing  and  examining  the  situation  and  various 
military  positions  of  his  command,  and  the  letter 
had  gone  the  circuit  with  him  without  having 
received  it.  It  is  impossible  for  the  committee 
to  say  what  particular  intluence  this  circumstance 
had  upon  the  collection  of  the  troops  :  and  it  may 
be  proper  here  to  state,  that  the  difficulties  ex- 
plained m  relation  to  the  militia  laws  of  Pennsyl- 
vania had  no  bearing  upon  the  failure  of  our  arms, 
as  no  specific  call  was  made  upon  that  State  till 
the  17ih  of  August,  when  one  regiment  was  de- 
manded, and  on  the  ISth,  the  whole  five  thousand 
were  demanded  ;  but  this  requisition  was  not  re- 
ceived by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  until  the 
evening  of  the  23d.  at  which  time  the  Pennsyl- 
vania detachment  had  been  designated  under  the 
rrquisiiion  of  the  4ih,  and  ready  for  the  call  which 
was  made  upon  it. 

3dly.   The  unfortunate   circumstances   which 
delayed  the  arming  ofa  Virginia  regiment  under 
Colonel  George  Minor,  consisting  of  six  hundred 
infantry  and  one  hundred  horse,  who  arrived  ia 
the  City  of  Washington  late  on  the  evening  of 
the  23d.     Colonel  Minor  called  on  the  Secretary 
of  War,  after  early  candle-light,  for  orders.     Col- 
onel Carbery  had  been  charged  with  supplying 
the   various  corps   with  arms,  ammunition,  &c. 
Colonel  Minor  was  directed  to  report  himself  to 
Colonel  Carbery  early  next  morning,  who  would 
furnish  him.     Colonel   Minor  was  in  pursuit  of 
Colonel  Carbery  from  very  early  in  the  morning 
until  very  late   m  the  forenoon,  without  finding 
iiim,  and,  after  obtaining  an  order  from  General 
1  Winder,  marched    his    regiment   to  GreenleaP* 
1  Point  to  the  arsenal  and  magazine,  where  he  agaia 
met  with  difficulties  as  before  stated,  whicii  de- 
layed his  march  and  prevented  him  from  being 
in  the  action.     Having  made  this  recapitulation 
of  (acts,  the  military  question  is  presented  for  con- 
sideration ;  and  having  furnished  the  most  ample 
means  to  tiie  House  lo  form  correct  opinions  oa 
this  part  of  the  inquiry,  and  as  most  of  the  com- 
municatious  from  military  characters  enter  more 
or  less  into  this  military  view,  the  committee  take 
It   for  granted   that  they  have   discharged   their 
duty  by  the  view  they  have  taken,  and  submit 
this  question  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
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The  Navy  Department. 
s  it  regards  the  part  taken  by  the  Secretary  of 
Navy,  including  the  destruction  of  the  Navy 
,rd,  ice.,  the  solicitude  of  the  President,  in  an- 
ipation  of  the  probable  designs  of  the  enemy 
lainst   this  city  and  the  adjacent  country,  in- 
diced  the   Sfcretary  of  the  Navy  to  ca,use  three 
tf  five  pounders  to  be  mounted  on  field  carriages, 
af  J  completely  furnished  for  field  service,  in  the 
n/anth  of  May  last,  and  the  marines   trained  to 
a^t  as  infantny  or  artillery.     Previous  to  the  rein- 
fi«-cement   of  the  enemy    in    the   Patuxeni,   he 
«Jused  to  be  mounted  two  long  eighteen  pound- 
ed on  field  oarriages.  and  prepared  for  field  ser- 
vice, to  be  given  to  Commodore  Barney,  in  case 
otcmergency.  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces; 
i»fd  Coramo;lore  Barney  was  instructed  to  pre- 
Wi^   ^^f  'li'l  evenlual    service   in  case    he    had 
itfi»handon  kis  flotilla.     On  the  18lh  of  August 
jtk  Secretafcy  received   the  first  intelligence  of 
•ije  reinforcement  of  iheenemy  ;  the  day  on  which 
jtg^y   landed;  at   Benedict.     Commodore  Barney 
^\|a|s  ordered'  to  destroy  his  flotilla   whenever  it 
jaipeared  certain  that  it  would  otherwise  be  cap 
Vllued,  and  ta  unite  and  co-operate  with  the  forces 
iBiijier  comniand   of  General    Winder.     Letters 
iwAe   despatflied    to    Commodore    Rodgers  and 
iClipiain  Porter,  with  orders  to  repair  with  their 
ifjfoes  to  the  City  of  Washington  with  the  utmost 
Je^pedition.    With  every   exertion,  Commodore 
;ll>>dgers  was  unable  to  reach  the  city  by  the  24lh. 
ilL»e  enemy  rntered  our  waters  on  the  16th  ;  it 
*\§fs  known   in  this  city  on   the   ISth ;   marched 
iitotn  Benedict  on  the  20th  ;  and  entered  this  city 
ioelthe  24th  ;  and  left  it  precipitately  on  the  even- 
iilt  of  the  ^"nh.     The    Secretary   of  the   Navy 
ed  on  G<ineral  Winder  on  the  20th  ;  pointed 
t  the  volufkleer  mechanics  of  the  Navy  Yard, 
•  tlirQ  in  his  army,  who  were  good  axe-men,  and 
■^viduld  act  with  eflect  as  pioneers.     It  was  under- 
aitiod  that  a-iarge  squadron  of  the  enemy's  fleet 
.'liid  passed  t;ie  principal  obstacle  in  the  naviga- 
':  tjvD  of  the  Ifotomao,  and  was  ascending  to  co-op- 
;  V'jite  with  trheir  land  forces.     The  Secretary  of 
■  tfi^  Navy  expressed  solicitude  for  Fort  Washing- 
-  ^?p.  and  pro,)osed  to  throw  into  that  fort  the  ma- 
*5es  and  p^rt  of  the  seamen  for  its  defence:  the 
•immandir^g  General  did  not  think  it  expedient 
^lessen  lui  force  by  the  abstraction  of  a  part  so 
;l[fcient  as  t{ie  marines  and  seamen. 
^he  Secj-etary  of  the  Navy  visited  the  Navy 
^rd  on  lh<'  21st;  inquired  the  means  of  trans- 
•'rtation  and  the  assistance  left  in  the  yard.    The 
•Mechanics  cf  the  yard  had  been  with  the  army 
um  the  fi(st  alarm  :  four  officers  and  a  few  of 
ie  ordinarv,  chitfly  blacks,  remained:  two  of 
Ae  old  gunl^oats,  the  only  craft  for  transportation. 
'Jie  wagon;i  of  this  district  had  been  pressed  for 
1^  army  ;  and  the  blacks  usually  in  the  market 
nr  hire,  were  employed  at  the  works  at  Bladens- 
\iTg.     Orders   were  given   for   every   means   of 
knsporlatiyn    to  be  used.     The  public   vessels 
Boat  were,  the  new  sloop  of  war  Argus,  the  new 
Aooner  Ljjnx,  three  barges,  and  two  gunboats. 


t'fc  the  slip,{ihe  frigate  Columbia,  of  the  largest 
l»ss, 


nearlj;ready  lor  launching;  her  equipments 


generally  made  and  ready,  or  in  preat  forwardness. 
Besides  the  buildings,  engines,  fixtures,  shop  fur- 
niture, of  the  several  mechanical  branches  in  the 
Navy  Yard,  there  were  about  one  hundred  tons 
of  cordage,  some  canvass,  considerable  quantity 
of  saltpetre,  copper,  iron,  lead,  block  tin.  naval 
and  military  stores,  implements,  and  fixed  ammu- 
nition, with  a  variety  of  manufactured  articles  in 
all  the  branches;  seventeen  hundred  and  forty- 
three  barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  two  hundred  and 
seventy  nine  barrels  of  whiskey,  some  plank  and 
timber. 

The  Secretary  states  that  he  had  no  means  left 
to  transport  the  sloop  Argus,  nor  place  of  safety, 
in  his  opinion,  if  the  enemy  look  possession  of  the 
city.     He  ordered  the  barges  to  the  Little  Falls. 
On  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  Secretary  visited 
the  headquarters  of  General   Winder,  near   the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge.     The  President  and  some 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  were  present.     The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  presented  to  the  President 
the  consideration  of  the  Navy  Yard,  in  the  pres- 
ence  of  the   Secretaries  of  War  and  Treasury. 
The  public  vessels  and  public  properly  were  de- 
scribed ;  the  importance  of  the  supplies  and  ship- 
ping to  the  enemy  ;  and  no  doubt  seemed  to  be 
entertained  of  the  union  of  the  squadron  and  the 
land  forces,  should  the  enemy  succeed  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  City  of  Washington,  General  Winder 
having  distinctly  stated   that   morning  that  Fort 
Washington  could  not  be  defended.    In  thisevent, 
nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  the  plunder  and 
destruction  of  the  public  buildings  and  property 
of  the  Navy  Yard  ;  and  whether  a  junction   was 
formed,  or  the  land  forces  alone   took  the  city, 
the  loss  of  the  Navy  Yard  and   public  property 
was  certain.     Upon  this  representation,  the  Sec- 
retary of  ihe  Navy,  in  his  report,  says,  it  was  dis- 
tinctly understood,  as  the  result  of  the  conversa- 
tion, that  the  public  shipping,  naval  and  military 
stores  and  provisions  at  the  Navy  Yard,  should 
be  destroyed  in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  obtaio- 
ing  possession  of  the  city.     It  appears  that  the 
articles  to  be  destroyed  were  in  store,  and  could 
not  be  separated  from  those  establishments  which 
mi"ht  have  been  left ;  one  of  the  barges  was  sent 
to  Alexandria,  and  remained  there  until  taken  by 
the   enemy ;  one  gunboat,   with    salt   provisions, 
has  been  recovered,  the  other  was  laden  with  pro- 
visions and  gunpowder,  but  run  aground,  and  was 
plundered    by   the    inhabitants  about   the    Navy 
Yard.     The  powder  and  part  of  the  provisions 
have  been  recovered.     The  new  schooner  Lyox 
escaped  the  flames,  and   remains  without  much 
injury.      The    metallic    articles    are    chiefly    all 
saved,  and  the  timber  in  dock,  and  that  which  is 
partially    consumed,  will    be   useful.     The    ma- 
chinery   of  the   steam   engine  is    not    much    in- 
jured;  the  boiler  IS  perfect.     The  buildings,  with 
the  exception  of  the  house  of  the  commandant, 
the  lieutenant  of  the  guards,  the  guard  houses, 
the  gateway,  and  one  other  building,  are  all  de- 
stroyed ;  the  walls  of  some  appear  entire.     The 
monument  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  naval 
heroes  who  fell  in  the  attack  upon  Tripoli,  is  a 
little  defaced.     The  issuing  store  of  the  yard  and 
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its  contents,  which  escaped  the  original  conflagra- 
tion, were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  on  the  25tn. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  public  property 
and  buildings  is  the  most  accurate  that  the  com- 
mittee have  been  able  to  obtain,  and,  which  to 
them  is  as  satisfactory  and  as  accurate  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  inquiry  would  admit,  viz  : 
The  Capitol,  from  its  foundation  to  its  destruction, 
including  original  cost,  altera- 
tions, repairs,  «Sc.c.  -  -  -  S~87,163  28 
The  President's  house,  including 

all  costs,  ....        334,334  00 

Public    offices.    Treasury.    State. 

War,  and  Navy         -         -        -  93,613  82 

$1.215.111   10 

The  buildings  have  been  examined  by  order  of 
a  committee  of  the  Senate.  The  walls  of  the 
Capitol  and  President's  house  are  good,  and  re- 
quire repairs  only.     The  walls  of  the  public 


offices  are  not  sufficient.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars  will  be  sufficient  to  place  the  buildings 
in  the  situation  they  were  in  previous  to  their 
destruction  ....  ^60,000  00 
Loss  sustained  at  the  Navy  Yard — 

In  moveable  property         -        -        417,745  51 


In  buildings  and  fixture^) 


To  this  sum  must  be  added  the 
Library,  estimated  at        -        - 

An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  re- 
building, in  a  plain  and  substan- 
tial manner,  the  Navy  Yard,  so 
as  to  carry  on  all  the  public 
works  with  as  much  advantage 
and  convenience  as  previous  to 
its  destruction  -        -         -        - 


91,425,53 


8969,171  04 


$62,370  00 


RECAPITULATION. 


No*. 

Public  Property. 

Original  Value. 

Value  Recovered. 

Real  Loss. 

1 

Frigate  Columbia 

$116,123  05 

$10,432  00 

$105,691  05 

3 

Sloop  of  war  Argus 

76,000  00 

10,186  56 

64,813  45 

3 

One  large  rowgalley 

4,500  00 

1,477  47 

3.022  53 

4 

Two  amall     do.               

6,000  00 

722  80 

5,277  20 

5 

One  armed  scow     ..-.-• 

1,610  64 

956  09 

654  46 

6 

One         do. 

1,096  29 

586  67 

509  60 

7 

Gunboata,  rowboata,  Ac.          .         .         -         - 

6,553  34 

5,773  34 

780  00 

8 

Boatbuilder'a  abop 

2,962  98 

- 

2,962  98 

9 

Blackamith's  and  plumber'f  ahop     -         -         - 

4,532  80 

1,996  50 

2,563  30 

10 

Cooper's  shop           ...... 

7,689  75 

2,854  04 

4,835  71 

11 

Gun  carriage  ahop,  Ac  .         -         -        •         - 

525  00 

- 

525  00 

13 

Painter's  shop         .--... 

869  97 

15  00 

854  97 

13 

Blockmaker's  shop 

1,610  00 

1,610  00 

14 

Medical  store 

2,679  84 

2,679  84 

15 

Ordnance  store,  &.c.        .         -         .         .         - 

18,769  90 

- 

18,769  90 

16 

NavaJ  fclores,  cordage,  «Stc.       .... 

78,262  25 

- 

78,262  25 

17 

Copper,  iron,  lead,  Jitc.    .         -         .         .         - 

49,965  27 

42.522  40 

7,442  87 

18 

Navy  storekeeper's  stores         .         -         .         - 

20,431   77 

2,921   89 

17,509  88 

19 

Ordnance,  amall  arras     ..... 

173,284  97 

162,926  22 

10,358  75 

20 

ProTisionF  and  contingencies            .         -         - 

46,962  04 

4,071   44 

42,890  60 

31 

Timber,  plank,  knees,  &c.       .... 

45,000  00 

- 

45,000  00 

32 

Anchora 

12,400  94 

12,400  94 

- 

33 

Miscellaneous  articles 

1,380   13 

648  85 

731   18 

$678,210  71 

$260,465  20 

$417,746  61 

Capture  of  Alexandria. 
In  rel.ition  to  the  conduct  of  the  corporation  of 
Alexandria,  and  its  capture  by  the  enemy  in  his 
recent  enterprise,  the  committee  have  been  fur- 
nished with  various  documents  and  information, 
and  to  which  the  committee  refer;  but.  in  justice 
10  the  town  and  to  the  public,  a  brief  retrospect 
may  not  be  deemed  improper,  as  connecting  cer- 
tain events  with  the  surrender  of  the  town,  on 
the  29th  of  August.  October,  1812.  a  volunteer 
company  was  raised  in  Alexandria,  amounting 
to  about  seventy,  including  officers,  clothed  by 


voluntary  aid  and  donation  from  the  citizens  of 
Alexandria,  intended  for  the  lines,  but  stationed 
at   Fort    Washington;   remained  in  garrison  till 
December;  ordered  to  Annapolis,  and  there  dis- 
;  charged.    March,  1813,  Captain  Marsteller's  com- 
pany of  artillery,  stationed  at  Fort  Washington 
j  for   upwards  of  three  months.     21st  of  March, 
:  1813,  corporation,   by  committee,  called  on   the 
I  Secretary  of  War  for  arms,  «tc.,  for  the  defence 
of  Alexandria.     8th  of  May,  corporation,  by  com- 
mittee, waited  upon  the  President  to  apprize  him 
of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  town.     President 
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eniioD  was  due  !o  the  rep- 
pectable  men,  and  the  proper 


LJiowIedged  that  attenli 

hjntations  of  respectabi 

jntion  shoi^ld  be  ^iven  ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 

iffized  the  committee  of  the  impossibility,  in 
ilj'  nature  ofjhings.  to  give  complete  protection 
j«,Tery  a<sa*lable  point  of  the  country.  11th  of 
yttky,  committee   of  vigilance  appointed   to  co- 

Vraie  with  the  committees  of  Georgetown  and 

of  Washington  :  a  deputation  from  the  three 

fimittees  waited  upon  General  Armstrong,  and 

•yesented  tke  necessity  of  additional  fortifica- 

ft|s  at  Fort  Washington.     Colonel  Wadsworth 

l»  ordered  lo  attend  the  committee,  examine, 
ii^i  report  upon  their  suggestions.  The  exam- 
it^^tion  was  made,  and  Colonel  Wadsworth  re 


merchandise  carried  to  the  country,  nor  to  com- 
pel the  citizens  to  aid  in  raising  the  sunken  ves- 
sels :  these  two  points  were  yielded  by  the  enemy. 
The  enemy  was  requested  to  explain  what  was 
included  in  the  term  merchandise,  which  was  to 
be  taken  ;  and,  in  answer,  it  was  stated  that  it 
would  embrace  such  as  was  intended  for  export- 
ation, such  as  tobacco,  cotton,  flour,  bale  goods, 
dec.  The  plunder  of  the  enemy  was  indiscrimi- 
nate, and  not  confined  to  any  particular  class  of 
individuals,  and  included  alike  non-residents  and 
inhabitants.  The  plunder  of  the  enemy  was  con- 
fined principally  to  flour,  cotton,  and  tobacco. 

Estimate  of  the  loss. — Three  ships,  three  brigs, 
several  bay  and  river  craft,  some  vessels  burned, 


elevated  riluation  should  prevent  dread  of  a 

ynnonading  /"rom  ships;  that,  in  case  of  designs 

»  »{ft|inst  the  t)isfrict  of  Columbia,  an  assault  by 

Mutil  was  tno!(t  probable.     To  guard  against  this, 

8(»)e  inconsi(|erable  work  on  the  land  was  recora- 

i^tided;  an  pddjiional  fort,  in  the  same  neigh- 


committee  will  refer  lo  the  entire  letter  of  Gene- 
ral John  Mason,  who  gives  a  satisfactory  history 
of  this  trans>aciiou  ;  and.  to  complete  this  part  of 
the  subject,  reference  is  had  to  the  siatemenl  of 
General  Hungerford,  giving  the  movements  of 
his  troops,  and  explains  the  interviews  he  had 
with  the  deputation  from  Alexandria,  on  his 
march  to  the  City  of  Washington. 

Conclusion. 
In  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  success  of 
the  enemy,  ia  his  recent  enterprises  against  this 
metropolis,  the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria, 
&c.,  the  committee  consulted  a  mode  of  investi- 
gation least   embarrassing  to  themselves  and  to 
others.     They  determined  that,  as  it  was  indis- 
pensable to  resort  to  some  of  the  parties  for  in- 
formation   not   derivable  from    other  sources,   it 
would   be   equally   their  duty  to  hear,  as  far  as 
practicable,  those  who  were  deepiv  concerned  as 
to  character  and  reputation,  from  the  a;Tency  they 
had  in  this  unfortunate  transaction,  with  a  deter- 
mination that,  in  the  event  of  any  contradictions 
in  material  circumstances,  to  resort  to  impartial 
sources   for   explanation  or  correction.     In    the 
meantime,  the  committee  called  upon  tho>e  who 
may   be  con>idered   as    impartial   observers,   for 
statements,  that  a  just  comparison  might  be  made 
of  different  allegations  and  representations.     If, 
therefore,  the  committee  have  failed  to  call  upon 
persons  in  possession  of  any  additional  facts  and 
views  not  submitted,  it  has  not  been  through  a 
want  of  inclination   to   receive  all  that  could  be 
fih  no  opposition.     Next  day,  the  29th.  the  Brit- 1  important,  but   from  a  want  of  a  knowledge  of 
J  squatlroniwas  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  so  as    such  persons  and  such  facts.     It  was  a  question 
kjf  command;  the  whole  town.     There  were  two    with  the  committee,  at  its  earliest  meeting,  whe- 
r'^ates,    ihfi    Seahorse,    thirty-eight   guns,    and     iher  personal  examinations  before  the  committee 
t^iryalus,  ti»irty-six  guns,  two   rocket  ships  of  '  should   be  adopted,  or  whether  resort  should  be 
*"'  '  iLi  ,-.  jj^j^  j^  the  first  instance,  to  call  for  written  com- 

munications to  views  and  interrogatories  submit- 
ted by  the  committee,  and  best  calculated  to 
extract  every  important  fact.  Several  considera- 
tions induced  the  adoption  of  the  latter  mode. 

It  gave  the  committee  command  of  part  of  their 
time  to  attend  to  other  public  duties  equally  im- 
perious and  obligatory.     It  incurred  no  expense 


bA^iood,  was"  considered  unnecessary.     On   the  ' 
^J^i  and    13th:  of  August,  1814,  the  corporation  I 
l(*1)ed  to  ihe^United  States  thirty-five  thousand  i 
dSlars.  upon  condition  that  it  should  be  expended  j 
»4».jtli  of  Alexandria.     After  the  defeat  of  General  i 
V'  <nder,  at  Bladensburg.  the  corporation,  by  com- 
tmiMtee,  waite-j  upon  the  British  commander,  at 
>  ur)  city,  to  know  what  treatment  was  to  be  ex- 
Jpi-^ted,  provided  Alexandria  should  fall  into  his 
:  h^ads.     Adrr^iral  Cockburn  assured  the  deputa- 
that  prtVate  property  would  be  respected; 
t  probabli   some   fresh   provisions   and    flour 
ght  be  w;inted,  but  they  should  be  paid  for. 
fihout  firipg  a  gun,  on  the  27th.  Fort  Wash- 
i»j<ton  was  b'own  up  and  abandoned  by  the  com- 
ivnding  offijcer,  Captain  Dyson,  who  has  been 
(jl^missed  from  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
»  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  in  consequence 

3. It. 

^fe-pn  the  28(11,  after  the  enemy's  squadron  passed 
t^»  fort,  the  »-orporalion,  by  deputation,  proceeded 
v«  the  ship  crommanded  by  Captain  Gordon,  and 
i^-iuested  to  know  his  intentions  in  regard  to 
Alexandria  ;  which  he  proposed  to  communicate 
i^en  he  sht^uld  come  opposite  the  town,  but 
i*t)mised  that  the  persons,  houses,  and  furniture, 
the  ciiizens.  should  be  unmolested,  if  he  met 


.o|hteen  gu^s  each,  two  bomb  ships  of  eight  guns 
,j^;h,  and  a  schooner  of  two  gans,  arranged  along 
;Xt  town,  ^he  committee  will  not  attempt  to 
flwideuse  th^  correspondence  and  terms  of  sur- 
^iider,  but  i*fer  to  it  as  a  part  of  the  report.  One 
^Air  was  alli^wed  the  corporation  to  decide.  It 
i¥|s  stated  tr;  the  British  officer  that  the  Common 
TijtuncU  haci  no  power  to  compel  the  return  of 
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to  Government  or  individuals,  who  were  not  in- 
terrupted in  either  their  private  concerns  or  pub- 
lic duties.  The  committee  knew  the  anxiety  of 
the  House  to  have  this  inquiry  closed  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  which,  by  a  different  course,  would 
have  taken  up  the  whole  of  the  session,  and  en- 
cumbered with  more  useless  and  irrelevant  mat- 
ter and  views  than  will  be  found  in  the  commu- 
nications. The  committee  feel  therefore  confi- 
dent, that  the  House  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  subject  has  been  developed  ; 
aud  to  correct  any  possible  error,  and  to  receive 
any  important  fact  or  additional  matter,  although 
it  is  not  very  probable  that  much  can  remain,  the 
committee  will  ask  leave  to  report,  with  a  reser- 
vation of  a  right  to  make  any  other  communica- 
tion that  may  be  found  necessary  to  an  impartial 
examination  of  this  subject. 


iS 


public  buildings  in  the  city,  the  committee  refer 
to  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  re- 
ort  from  Commodore  Tingey,  and  a  report  from 
r.  Munroe,  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings. 

5.  In  relation  to  the  capture  and  capitulation 
of  Alexandria,  the  committee  refer  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  martial  upon  Captain  Dy- 
son, the  correspondence  between  him  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  as  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
fort,  the  report  of  the  corporation  of  Alexandria, 
including  the  terms  of  surrender,  dtc..  and  the 
letter  from  General  Mason,  relating  to  a  letter 
from  Admiral  Codrington. 

6.  In  relation  to  general  information  and  inci- 
dental topics,  the  committee  refer  to  Mr.  Law, 
General  Van  Ness,  and  Doctor  Catlett. 


AHPENOlX. 

In  addition  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  in 
order  to  give  a  more  satisfactory  view  and  detail 
upon  the  main  subjects  of  inquiry,  and  a  variety 
01  incidental  matter  which  has  arisen  from  the 
investigation,  the  following  communications  are 
referred  to  as  an  appendix  : 

1.  In  relation  to  the  measures  adopted  by  Ad- 
ministration, and  the  part  taken  by  the  President 
and  the  Heads  of  Departments,  the  committee 
refer  to  the  letters  from  the  Secretaries  of  State. 
War,  Navy,  and  the  Attorney  General:  one  is 
also  expected  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  shall  be  communicated  when  received. 

2.  In  relation  to  the  steps  taken  and  measures 
adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  committee 
refer  to  the  correspondence  with  the  Command- 
ing General,  the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania. 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  the  letters  of  Colonel  [ 
Tayloe,  two  reports  from  the  ordnance  office,  as  j 
to  arms,  military  stores.  &c.  | 

3.  The  conduct  of  the  Commanding  General,  i 
the  collection  and  dispositions  of  the  forces,  and  ' 
the  conduct  and  movements  of  different  corps, 
the  committee  refer  to  the  narrative  of  General 
Winder,  his  correspondence  with  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  the  War 
Department,  and  various  officers,  the  reports  of 
General  Smith.  General  Youn?.  General  Stans- 
bury.  Colonel  Sterret,  Major  William  Pinkney, 
General  Douglas,  Colonel  Minor.  Colonel  Beall. 
and  Commodore  Barney's  official  letter. 

4.  In  relation  to  the  measures  and  arrange- 
ments and  acts  of  the  Navy  Department,  includ- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  Navy  Yard  and  the 
public  property,  as  well  as  the  destruction  of  the 


A    LIST    OF   THE    D0CDMENT8. 

1.  A  report  of  the  Army,  its  strength  and  dis- 
tribution, previous  to  the  first  of  July,  1814. 

2.  Letter  of  Colonel  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of 
Slate. 

3.  Letter  of  General  Armstrong,  late  Secretary 
of  War. 

4.  Letter  from  the  honorable  William  Jones, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

5.  Letters  from  the  honorable  Richard  Rush, 
Attorney  General. 

6.  Communication  from  the  War  Department, 
including  the  orders  in  relation  to  the  tenth  mili- 
tary district,  the  requisition  of  the  fourth  of  July, 
and  the  correspondence  with  the  Governors  of 
Pennsylvania.  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  and  with 
General  Winder. 

7.  The  narrative  of  General  Winder. 

8.  Reports  of  Generals  Stansbury,  Douglas, 
Smith,  Young,  and  Hungerford;  Colonels  Ster- 
ret, Minor,  Tayloe.  Lavall,  and  Beall  ;  Major 
Pinkney,  and  Captains  Burch  and  Caldwell. 

9.  Report  from  the  Navy  Department,  includ- 
ing the  official  report  of  Commodore  Barney. 

10.  Letters  from  General  Van  Ness,  Doctor 
Catlett.  and  John  Law.  Esq. 

11.  Reports  from  the  Ordnance  Department. 

12.  Sentence  of  the  court  martial  in  relation 
to  Captain  Dyson,  and  the  correspondence  be- 
tween him  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

13.  Report  from  the  corporation  of  Alexandria, 
including  the  capitulation,  and  letter  from  Gene- 
ral John  Mason. 

14.  Report  from  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Public  Buildings. 

15.  William  Simmons's  letter. 
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No.  1. 


A  Reu)rt  of  (he  Army,  it»  strength  and  distribution,  previous  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1814. 


^DIST»ICT9. 


District  No.  1. 
Regimeuit  Infantry    - 

lerists 

.  l^    Total   i  -        -        - 

I    Jj  District  IVo.  2. 

AMSllerists 
37*^RegimenJt  Infantry    - 


9* 

*  * 


Total 


District  So.  3. 


A.  ([^lerists 
32iJ^^legimeQt{  Infantry 
4r4»  do. 

42^'  dd 

St.^«Fenciblesi  - 


^i>    Total 


.  ^  District  No. 


D^Atoons 


-:    Total   J-        -        - 
District  No.  5. 


*'• 


AfitiJlerists 

SjJ^ii  Regiment  Infaatry    - 

35^P  (ID. 

38|ii  (jo.  1st  bat.    - 

A^41erists      |  - 

3a^rr  Regimei<t,  2d  battalion 

f5<\x  Fencibleq  ... 

Ai^nierists      j  - 

,Vo.  I  -        -        - 

;l»^ft>  Reginieqt  Infantry    - 


i    Toul  I 
•  •  • 


[  District  No.  6 

D%i£ooas 
A'ijlerists      ;  - 
Htk,  Regiment!  Infantry 
Wfi.  d,. 

43|  dj.. 

Isf  Rifle  Regjment, 
3^^  Fencible:!  - 


Effectives. 


Ist  Company 


Total 


! 


District  No.  7. 
Ainierists      ;  - 
Sd^degitnent  infantry 
3dJ  ■■  di%. 

7tf,  di>. 


zai^ 


I 


352 
363 


615 


127 

490 


617 


378 
335 
628 
331 

77 


1,849 


108 
200 


308 


210 

873 

65 

300 

167 

40 

79 

320 


2.154 


135 
413 

688 
443 
261 
87 
100 


2.12- 


339 
408 
400 
670 


Aggregate. 


379 
276 


655 


149 
565 


■14 


370 
602 
692 
374 

78 


2,116 


108 
200 


308 


224 

912 

111 
316 
173 
40 
82 
350 


2,208 


141 
430 
728 
482 
269 
92 
102 


2.244 


351 
422 
420 

694 


8TATIOV. 


Boston,   Portsmouth,    Portland,   and 
Eastport. 


New  London. 
Ditto. 


-New  York. 


Fort  Mifllin,rfcruiting  rendezTous. 


I  Balti 


more. 


Annapolis. 

Fort  Washington. 

St.  Mary's. 


North   and   South   Carolina    and 
Georgia. 


New  Orleans.  Mobile,  and  the  Creek 
nation. 
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DISTEICTS. 


District  No.  7 — continued. 
39th  Regiment  Infantry    - 
44lh  do. 

Total       .        -        -        - 


District  No.  6 

Artillerists 

- 

- 

17th  I 

afantry     - 

- 

19th 

do. 

- 

- 

24th 

do. 

- 

- 

28th 

do. 

- 

- 

Range 

rs    - 

- 

- 

Do. 

- 

- 

- 

Total      - 

- 

District  No.  9 

Light 

Artil 

lery 

- 

Dragoons 

- 

- 

Artillerists 

- 

- 

4th  Regiment  In 

fantry 

5th 

do. 

6th 

do. 

10th 

do. 

12th 

do. 

i:uh 

do. 

14th 

do. 

15th 

do. 

16th 

do. 

29th* 

do. 

SOih* 

do. 

Gist* 

do. 

32d* 

do. 

34th* 

do. 

1st  Rifle  Regiment,  2d  battalion 

Total 

The  recruits  of  the  above  regiments, 
the  48th  Infantry,  three  hundred 
dragoons,  and  two  hundred  and 
sixty-four  light  artillerists,  under 
orders  to  join  this  division,  will 
amount  to      -        -        .        -        - 

Total 

Light  Artillery  .... 

Dragoons,  (troops  mounted) 

Artillerists         .         .         .         .  - 

9lh  Regiment  Infantry      -        -  - 

11th               do.                  .         .  - 

2l8t                do.                  .        -  . 

25th               do.                 .        .  . 
Ist  Rifle  Regiment,  1st  battalion 

Total 


No.  1 — Continued. 


Effectives,  i  Aggregate. 


458 

610 

97 

102 

181 

195 

655 

751 

275 

407 

250 

518 

254 

327 

482 

752 

194 

381 

137 

262 

317 

549 

299 

434 

364 

515 

274 

354 

90 

99 

165 

236 

183 

240 

223 

276 

4,908 


4,687 


3,041 


7,108 


4.687 


4.074 


•TATIOir. 


i 

370 
89 

394 
97      i 

2,276 

2.378 

142 

179      i 

1,591 

762 

317 

71 

423 

108 

2.121 

2.472       ! 

New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  the  Creek 
nation. 


}■  Detroit,  Sandwich,  Sandusky,  dec. 


n 


1st,  or  division  of  the  right. 


9.595 

11,795 

60 

66 

443 

557 

624 

687 

227 

501 

492 

628 

458 

664 

392 

606 

345 

345 

Buffalo.  Oswego,  and  Sackett's  Har- 
i'     bor. 


•  Year's  men  re-enlisting. 


'  t 


# 


li 


II 
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No.  1 — CoQtioued. 


DiaTBICT. 


l.|nder  orders  to  join  this  division  : 

^l5(  iRegiment'Infantry 

'^i^i-  dfc.  -        -        . 

:$^      d\,.        -    -    . 

TM  recruits; of  the   1st,  9th,   llih 
.}  f  Ijst,  and  2;Hh,  under  orders  to  join, 
j  lAiount  to  ^ 


»i 


11 


i     Total 


■TATIOX. 


ABSTRACTS  OF  TOTALS. 


i 


Districts. 


Effectives. 


K 


£)*:|rict  No.  1 
Dijfict  No.  a 

;i)»jrict  No. :; 

f)i/frict  No.  ^ 
•Djirict  No.  r 
t)r^ifict  No.  Q 
Dii^ict  No.  ll 
iDJSfict  No.  H 
;i)|^ict  No.  fj 
iMAfellaneouJ 
I    It  I 

Ml! 


615 
617 
1.849 
:i08 
2,154 
2.127 
2  276 
2,121 
9,595 
5,348 


Aggregate. 


655 

714 

2,116 

308 

2.208 

2,244 

2,378 

2,472 

11,795 

6,613 


.010 


31.503 


iMera  of  Colonel  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of 
ij  )  State. 

ij  Washington  City,  Nov.  13,  1814. 

^|he   evcn&   in    F>ance   having  greatly    aug- 
ffij'^ted  the  disposable  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
*— "'isnositicja  to  employ  it  against  the  United 
s  being  ^ell  known,  the  safety  of  this  Me- 
liis  was  ^bought  to  require  particular  atten- 

i|n  or  aboiyt  the  first  of  July  last,  the  President 

jertjl?ened  thej  Heads  of  Departments  and  the  At- 

•  <otiey  Geneul,  to  consult  them  on  the  measures 

'ivliich  it  woi:ld  be  proper  to  adopt  for  the  safety 

j;^ihis  city  jnd  District.     He  appeared  to  have 

^ijrlsted  a  pl»n  otthe  force  to  be  called  iramedi- 

HV^  into  tl^-;  field;  the  additional  force  to  be 

i»f»ji  under  Ojders  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice  ; 

.|ti  Jcom position,   and    necessary   equipment.     It 

ie|^ed  to  be*  his  object,  that  some  position  should 

pjifijaken  befween   the  Eastern  Branch  and   the 

rPjIlfixent,  with  two  or  three  thousand  men,  and 

;fb^|an  additional  force  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand. 

■  ffll'ijding  thv-  militia  of  the  District,  should  be 

't...A    :_   fead^gss,  in   the  neighboring  States,  to 


march  when  called  on.     The  whole  force  to  be 

f>ut  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  the  regu- 
ar  Army. 

The  measures  suggesteti  by  the  President  were 
approved  by  all  the  members  of  the  Administra- 
tion. The  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  gave 
the  information  required  of  them,  incident  to 
their  respective  departments.  The  former  stated 
the  regular  force  which  he  could  draw  together 
at  an  early  day,  infantry  and  cavalry  ;  the  amount 
of  the  militia  of  the  District ;  and  the  Slates  from 
which  he  should  draw  the  remaining  force  in 
contemplation,  and  in  what  proportions.  The 
latter  stated  the  aid  which  he  could  afford,  from 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  flotilla  on  the  Pa- 
tuxent,  and  the  marines  at  the  navy  yard,  on  the 
Eastern  Branch.  The  result  of  the  meeting  prom- 
ised prompt  and  efficacious  measures  for  carrying 
these  objects  into  execution.  The  command  ot 
this  whole  force,  with  that  of  the  district  No.  5, 
was  given  to  Brigadier  General  Winder. 

On  the  5th  of  July  1  went  to  Virginia,  whence 
I  returned  on  or  about  the  25ih.  After  my  re- 
turn, I  was  much  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  my 
own  depaartment. 

Calling  on  the  President  on  the  morning  of  the 
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18th  of  August,  he  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  entered  the  Patuxent  in   considerable   force, 
and  were  landing  at  Benedict.     I  remarked  that 
this  city  was  their  object.     He  concurred  in  the 
opinion.     I    offered    to    proceed    immediately   to 
Benedict,  wiih  a  troop  of  horse,  to  observe   their 
force,  report  it,  with  my  opinion  of  their  objects, 
and,  should  they  advance  on   this  city,  to  retire 
before  them,  communicaiinff  regularly  their  move- 
ments to   the  Government.     This  proposal  was 
acceded   to.     Captain  Thornton,  of  Alexandria, 
was  ordered   to  accompany  m*-,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  iwentv-five  or  thirty  of  the  dragoons  of 
the  District.     I  set  out  at  about   1   P.  M.  on   the 
19th.  and  arrived  at  10  next  morning  in  sight  of 
the  enemy's  squadron,  lying  before  Benedict,  and 
continued  to  be  a  spectator  of  their  movements 
until  after  the  action  at  Bladensburg  on  the  24lh. 
The  annexed  notes  contain  information  which  i 
I  communicated  to  the  Government,  of  the  force 
and  designs  of  the  enemy. 

In  retiring  from  Nottingham,  late  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  21st,  after  writing  a  note  to  the  Presi- 
dent, I  observed  a  column   of  the  enemy  in   the 
rear  of  the  town,  whicii  I  concluded  had  passed 
from  Benedict  by  a  road  near  the  river,  moving 
in  concert  with  the  barges.     The  number  I  could 
not  ascertain,  having  seen  its  head  only.     I  went 
immediately  to  Mr.  Oden's,  where  I  met  Colonel 
Beall,  whom  I  had   before   seen  at  Nottingham. 
He  had  taken  a  view  of  the  enemy's  column  from 
a  commanding  height  contiguous   to  the   town. 
From  his  statement  we  both   concluded   that  it 
must  have  amounted   to  between   four   and  five 
thousand  men.     The  force  in  the  barges  was  sup- 
posed to  exceed  one  thousand;  so  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  might  be  estimated  at   about 
six  thousand.    Hearing  that  General  Winder  was 
at  the  Woodyard,  I   hastened   to  him.     He   had 
there  about  two  thousand  two  hundred  men,  con- 
sisting of  the  marines,  Colonel  Lavall's   cavalry, 
and  the  city  and  Georgetown  militia.     I   under- 
stood that  he  either  then  gave  orders,  or  repealed 
those  he  had  before  given,  to  a  part  of  the  militia 
at  Baltimore,  and   to  Colonel   Beall,  who  com- 
manded six   or   seven   hundred   at  Annapolis,  to 
move  towards  Bladensburg  to  his  support. 

On  the  morning  of  the   22d,  General  Winder 
put    his    force    in    motion    from    the    Woodyard 
towards  Nottingham.     At  5,  Lavall's  cavalry  met 
the   enemy   a   mile   in    advance   of  Mr.  Oden's. 
They  were   in   full   march,  as  was   inferred,   for 
Washington,   with   intention    to  attack  General 
Winder.     Our  cavalry  retired  before  the   enemy, 
and    General   Winder,    after    reconnoitering    his 
force  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the   ground  would 
admit,  retired  the  head  of  his  column  towards  the 
Woodyard,  with  intention  to  concentrate  his  force 
and  form  it  in  line.     It  was  soon  perceived  that 
the  enemy  had  taken  a  road  to  his  right,  in   a  di- 
rection   to  Upper   Marlborough,  at  which    place 
they  arrived  about  2  P.  M.  on  that  day.    General 
Winder  retired  by  the  Woodyard  to  a  place  called 
the  Old  Fields,  which  covered  equally  Bladens- 
burg, the  bridges  on   the   Eastern   Branch,  and 
Fort  Washington.    Commodore  Barney  joined 


him  there  with   the  flotilla  men,  amounting  to 
about  five  hundred. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  the  22d.  the  President, 
with  the  Secretaries  of  War.  Navy,  and  Attorney 
General,  joined  General  Winder  at  the  Old  Fields, 
and  remained  with  him  until  the  afternoon  of 
the  23d. 

After  mid-day  on  the  23d,  General  Winder  de- 
tached Major  Peter  with  some  field  pieces,  and 
Captains  Davidson  and  StuU's  companies,  to  skir- 
mish with  the  enemy  near  Marlborough,  who 
advanced  on  him,  and  took  a  position  near  the 
camp  at  the  Old  Fields,  menacing  it  with  attack, 
eillier  that  night  or  early  the  next  morning. 
General  Winder  retired,  and  passed  the  Eastern 
Branch  into  the  city  that  night.  Colonel  Tilgh- 
man,  with  his  cavalry,  remained  on  the  road  be- 
tween Marlborough  and  Bladensburg. 

General  Stansbury,  with  a  part  of  his  brigade, 
arrived  at  Bladensburg  on  the  evening  of  the  22d, 
and  the  remainder  arrived  there  on  the  evening 
of  the  23d.  This  brigade  amounted  to  between 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  two  thousand 
three  hundred  men. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  the  President,  with 
the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy,  returned  to 
Washington.  The  AttornejUjeneral,  and  several 
respectable  friends  from  the  city,  proceeded  with 
me  to  the  road  leading  from  Marlborough  to  Bla- 
densburg. Late  that  evening.  I  heard  of  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  on  the  party  under  Major 
Peter,  and  against  General  Winder. 

Not  knowing  the  result.  I  hastened  to  General 
Stansbury's  quarters  at  Bladensburg,  and   found 
him  encamped  on  the  height  beyond  the  village 
on  the  road  leading  to  Marlborough.     He  had 
just  heard   of  the  enemy's  movement,  but  was 
likewise  unacquainted  with  the  result.    I  had  the 
pleasure  to  meet  there  Colonel  Sierret  and  Major 
Pinkney.    I  advised  the  General  to  fall  forthwith  ■» 
on  the  enemy's  rear,  although   it   was  then   12 
o'clock  at  night.     He  observed,  that  he  had   been 
ordered  to  lake  post  at  Bladensburg,  and   did   not 
think  himself  at  liberty  to  leave  it;  but,  had  it 
been  otherwise,  as  a  considerable  portion  of  his 
force    had   just   arrived,   afier   a    very   fatiguing 
march,  that  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  march 
that  night.    I  proceeded  to  the  city,  where  I  heard 
that  General   Winder  had   crossed    the  Eastern 
Branch,  and  taken  post  near  the  Navy  Yard. 

In  the  morning  of  the  24ih,I  met  the  President 
at  General  Winder's  quarter^.     Among  other  ru- 
I  mors  of  the  enemy'sfnoveraents,  the  General  had 
just  heard   that   he  was   marching   towards  Bla- 
densburg.    1   asked    if  General    Stansbury   was 
apprized   of  it.     He  presumed    that   he  was.     1 
offered  to  join  him.     The  President  and  General 
Winder  both  expressed  a  wish  that  I  would.     I 
lost  not  a  moment  in  complying  with  their  desire. 
Between  11  and  12  I  joined  General  Stansbury, 
who  had  moved  his  brigade  on   this  side  ol  the 
Eastern    Branch,    near    the    bridge.     I    inquired 
where  were  the  enemy  ?     He  replied,  advancing, 
not  more  than  three  miles  distant.     1  advised  the 
General  to  form  his  troops  to  receive  them,  which 
he  immediately  commenced.    The  order  of  battle 
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<»»lj|  formed  on  the  presumption  that  his  brigade 

xR^)|)ld  alone  liave  to  meet  the  enemy  in    the  first 

iii.(ance.     Miijor  Pinkney,   with   a    battalion    of 

i-;|^imen.  was;  placed  lo  the  right  of  the  battery  to 

sii(^ort  it;  another  .^orp-;  was  placed  on  the   left. 

fc^jthe  samp  purpose,  and    the   fifth   Baltimore 

>r»|,'iment  in  tie  rear.    On  forming  the  line  on  the 

i'bj'jjjiv  of  the  hill,  and  extending  the  right  to  cover 

jtl»|«|road  leading  to  Washington,  it  was  found  that 

Irl^Tleft  wouljj  be  much   exposed,  as   it  scarcely 


Secretary  of  War  and  myself,  that  it  would  now 

be  proper  for  us   to  retire  in   the  rear.  leavin«»  the 

military  movement   to   military  men,  which  we 

;  did.     The  Attorney  General  followed  us.     After 

I  our  little   batteries  vrere  carried,  and   the  left   of 

'  our  line  broken,  the  President,  with  the  members 

I  of  the  Administration    present,  retired   along  the 

eminence  on  which  the  left  of  the  line  had  been 

I  formed,  viewing  the  progress  of  the  action  to  the 

I  riffht.     On.  or  near  the  summit  of  this  ground, 


Je^^ded  to  t^e  rear  of  the  battery.  If  the  battery  I  separated  from  the  President,  and  the  other  ge'n- 
«sl4/^ld  be  fcflrced.  which  seemed  probable,  the  j  tlemen  of  the  Administration  with  him;  they 
.ci»i'(ny's  coIuiJQn  would  turn  our  left,  and,  ascend-  {  continuing  to  move  slowly  towards  the  city,  I  re- 
.'JD^ithe  heigb'.s  and  commanding  the  most  ad-  ;  maining  to  view  the  enemy's  proirress.  At  this 
;v:)jfl|ageous  g^rounds,  force  us  towards  the  city,  moment  I  fell  in  again  with  Mr.  W.  Jones,  jun.. 
-T^ife  induced,  at  a  late  period,  the  removal  of  the  I  who  had  been  charged,  as  already  mentioned! 
fif^ic  Baltimore  regiment  from  the  rear  of  the  bat-       ^        ■     ■ 

teiji'  to  the  left  of  the  line,  a  measure  taken  with 
reiiifctance,  a^d  in  haste.  Colonel  Beall's  corps 
•JiaJ;entered  IJIadensburg  from  another  route,  and 
'W^-'  at  that  moment  approaching  the  bridge. 
jC^itain  Thowion  was  sent  to  lead  it  to  the  height 

>.Ojll|e  rio;ht  c^  the  road,  which  commanded  the    ^_    ^^    ...^   -^..v,„.     .uv......u6 

Vlfc^e  ol  the  ground  held  by  General  Stansbury's  ,  the  left,  we  haitened  to  the  Capitol,  where  we 
l^-'xiMde.  It  wis  deemed  important  to  occupy  that  met  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General  Winder, 
qefcht  to  protfct  the  line  to  the  left,  and  likewise  |  The  General  consulted  the  Se»:retary  of  War  and 
?p^|npede  thv  enemy's  movement  by  the  road  me,  on  the  propriety  of  making  an  attempt  to 
i€)4^rds  the  cUy.     The  cavalry  were   placed   to  j  rally  the  troops  on   the  Capitol  Hill.     We  both 

h^  left.  some»/hat  in  the  rear  of  the  line.     After '  advised  him  to  rally  and  form  them  on  the  heights 

above  Georgetown,  believing,  as  I  did,  that  much 


moment  I  fell  in  again  with 
who  had  been  charged,  as 
after  the  line  was  formed,  with  a  communication 
to  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to 
General  Winder.  Hearing  on  the  road  that  the 
General  had  passed  him,  he  had  immediately  re- 
turned, and  delivered  to  him  the  message  in  my 
presence,  and  afterwards  remained  with  the  Bal- 
timore  troops   during   the   action.     Inclining    to 


G«%jt'ral    Star>«bury    had    made    this    disposition. 
Mje  Walter  Jones,  junior,  set  out,  at  my  reqi;est, 
ftirt)ie  city,  to  communicate  it  to  the  President, 
t?)# Secretary  of  War.  and  General  Winder,  with 
i|t  ijear  approach  of  the  enemy, 
▼^mediately  after  this  General  Winder  arrived. 
ati$|nformed    us  tha:  his  whole  force  was  in  full 
aii»4th  to  Blaiiensburg.     On  taking  a  view  of  the 
ojK^j-  which  hjid  been  formed,  he  approved  of  it. 
T5l^*  was  tlie   more  satisfactory,  because   it   had 
^♦jfi'  become  impossible    to  make    any  essential 
'^^C^^•     '^^^  General    proceeded   promptly,  for 
i5i««*nemy  were  getting  in  sight,  to  make  a  dispo- 
sjtui;!  of  such  of  his  troops  as  had   arrived.     He 
(?d  one  corps  near  the  batterv,  to  support  it. 
atiijome  pieces  of  artillery  on  the'left  of  General 
^sbury's  line.     We  then  passed   to  the  right 
the  line.;    Near  the  road,  leading  from  Bla- 
urg  to  Washington,  we  met  the  Secretary 
ar.  and  uiimediately  afterwards,  at  the  road, 
the  President  and  Mr.  Rush,  who  had  just 
d.  and  who,  joining  with  me,  the  Secretary 
ar,  and  Qeneral  Winder,  proceeded  together 
Vds  the  Ipjt  of  the  line.     Mr.  Rush  informed 
lat  the  P;.-esident   intended,  when   every  ar- 
ment  shc»uld  be  completed,  to  take  a  position 
the  menjbers  of  the  Administration  in  the 
^'4)f  the  linv,  that,  looking  to  all  the  functions 
of  yi?  Governinent.  he  might  be  able  to  act  with 
"~'     ounsel  avcordingtocircumstances.    Snonly 
a^ejt4/ards  thePresident  gave  me  the  same  inti- 
ni^i^^n.     The  jaction  may  be  said  to  have  com- 
meitdiid,  when  we  had  arrived  in  the  rear  of  the 
batiyry  near  the  bridge.     The  enemy  had  saluted 
U9V  rth  rockets;  and.  aitempting  to  pass  the  bridge, 
our*|ttle  batttiries  had    begun  to  play  on   them. 
Aii^  some  patise.  the  President  remarked   to  the 


would  be  hazarded  by  an  attempt  near  the  Capi- 
tol. I  knew  that  a  column  of  the  enemy  had  ad- 
vanced from  the  high  ground  which  had  been  held 
by  our  troops,  and  meeting,  as  they  would,  with 
no  opposition,  might  take  possession  of  the  heights 
above  the  city,  and  thus  force  our  troops,  in  case 
of  a  new  di.saster,  to  the  plain  between  the  Capi- 
tol, the  Eastern  Branch,  and  the  Potomac  ;  where- 
as, by  occupying  the  heights  above  Georgetown, 
the  enemy  must  either  attack  us  to  disadvantage, 
or.  entering  the  city,  expose  his  right  Hank  and 
rear  to  an  attack  frutn  us. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe  to  the  Prewdent 
of  the  United  State.^,  dated 

AauASco  Mills,  7  viUesfrom  Betiedicf, 
Aug.  20,  1814,  1  o'clock,  F.  M. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  here  this  morning  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  have  been  since  within  four  miles  of 
Benedict,  at  Butler's  mill,  where  it  was  reported 
the  enemy,  on  their  march,  had  arrived.  The 
report  wa*  unfounded.  The  enemy  landed  yes- 
terday at  Benedict,  and  had  advanced  their  pick- 
ets within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  that  mill,  for  secu- 
rity. From  a  height  between  that  mill  and  the 
Patuxent,  I  had  a  view  of  their  shipping;  but, 
being  at  the  distance  of  three  miles,  and  having 
no  glass,  we  could  not  count  them.  We  shall  take 
better  views  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  and 
should  anything  be  seen  material,  I  will  immedi- 
ately advise  you  of  it.  The  general  idea  is,  that 
they  are  still  debarking  their  troops,  the  number 
ol  which  I  have  not  obtained  any  satisfactory 
information  of.      The  general  idea  also  is.  that 
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Washington  is  their  object ;  but  of  this  I  can  form 
no  opinion  at  this  time.     The  best  security  against 
this  attempt  is  an  adequate  preparation  to  repel  it. 
Respectfully,  your  friend  and  servant. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Jamei  Monroe  to  the  President 
of  the  United  Statep,  dated 

Horse  Head,  August  21,  1614. 

Dear  Sir:  I  quartered  last  night  near  Char- 
lotte Hall,  and  took  a  view  this  morning,  at  eight 
o'clock,  from  a  commanding  height  below  Bene- 
dict creek,  of  all  the  enemy's  shipping  near  the 
town  and  down  the  river,  to  the  distance  at  least 
of  eight  or  ten  miles.  I  counted  twenty-three 
square-rigged  vessels  ;  few  others  were  to  be  seen, 
and  very  few  barges.  I  inferred,  from  the  latter 
circumstance,  that  the  enemy  had  moved  up  the 
river,  either  against  Commodore  Barney's  flotilla 
at  Nottingham,  confining  their  views  to  that 
object,  or  taking  that  in  their  way,  and  aiming  at 
the  city,  in  combination  with  the  force  on  the 
Potomac,  of  which  I  have  no  correct  information. 
I  had,  when  I  left  Aquasco  mills  last  night,  in- 
tended to  have  passed  over  to  the  Potomac,  after 
giving  you  an  account  of  their  vessels  (rom  the 
height  below  Benedict ;  but,  observing  the  very 
tranquil  scene  which  I  have  mentioned,  I  was  led. 
by  the  inference  I  drew  from  it,  to  hasten  back 
to  take  a  view  of  the  enemy's  movements  in  this 
quarter,  which  it  might  be  more  important  for  the 
Government  to  be  made  acquainted  with.  I  am 
now  on  the  main  road  from  Washington  to  Ben- 
edict, twelve  miles  from  the  latter,  and  find  that 
no  troops  have  passed  in  this  direction.  The 
reports  make  it  probable  that  a  force  by  land  and 
water  has  been  sent  asainst  the  flotilla.  I  shall 
proceed  with  C.iptain  Thornton's  troop  immedi- 
ately to  Nottingham,  and  write  thence  whatever 
may  be  deserving  of  notice. 

The  enemy  have  plundered  the  country,  to  the 
distance  of  three  or  four  miles,  of  all  their  stock, 
dec. 

The  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  force  in  the 
Potomac  varies  here  as  much  as  in  Washington. 
1  have  no  means  of  forming  a  correct  estimate 
of  It. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Winder,  dated 

Nottingham.  August  21,  1614. 
Sir:  The  enemy  are  now  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  shore.  There  are  but  three  barges 
at  hand,  and  the  force  in  view  is  not  considerable. 
If  you  send  five  or  six  hundred  men,  if  you  could 
not  save  the  town,  you  may  perhaps  cut  off"  their 
retreat  or  rear.  JAMES  MONROE. 

P.  S.  Ten  or  twelve  more  barges  in  view. 
There  are  but  two  muskets  in  town,  and  a  few 
scatterin;!  militia. 

Pive  o^clock.     Thirty  or  forty  barges  in  view. 

J.  .M. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe  to  the  President 
of  the  United  iStales. 

The  enemy  are  advanced  six  miles  on  the  road 
to  the  Woodyard,  and  our  troops  retiring.  Our 
troops  were  on  the  march  to  meet  them,  but  in  too 
small  a  body  to  engage.  General  Winder  propo- 
ses to  retire  till  he  can  collect  them  in  a  body. 
The  enemy  are  in  full  march  for  Washington. 
Have  the  materials  prepared  to  destroy  the  bridges. 

J.  MONROE. 

Monday,  nine  o^clock.  You  had  better  remove 
the  records. 


No.  3. 


Letter  of  General  Armstrong,  late  Secretary  of 

War. 

Labergorie.  October  17,  1814. 

Sir:  An  occasional  absence  from  the  place  of 
my  usual  residence  prevented  me  from  receiving 
the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on 
the  third  instant,  until  this  morning.  I  now' has- 
ten to  fulfil  the  injunctions  of  the  committee,  in 
giving  to  them  "such  information,  views,  and  re- 
marks, as  are  deemed  pertinent  to  the  subject  of 
their  inquiry,  and  best  calculated  for  an  impartial 
investigation  of  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the 
enemy  in  his  recent  enterprise  against  the  Me- 
tropolis,and  the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria." 
'Of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings, 
and  other  property,  were  destroyed,  and  of  the 
amount  thereof,"  I  know  nothing  personally,  nor 
have  I  recourse  to  any  documents  which  would 
enable  me  to  make  a  satisfactory  communication 
on  these  points. 

The  enemy's  success  in  his  late  enterprise 
against  the  City  of  Washington.  &c.,  must  neces- 
sarily be  traced  to  one  of  two  causes;  the  incom- 
petency of  the  means  projected  and  employed  to 
repel  his  attack,  or,  the  mismanagement  or  mis- 
conduct of  these. 

Under  the  first  head  may  be  noticed.  What  was 
the  force  contemplated  and  ordered  by  the  Gov- 
ernment as  competent  ?  What  was  tliat  actually 
assembled  and  employed?  And  what  other,  or 
additional  means  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? 

The  second  head  would  furnish  an  inquiry 
strictly  military,  viz  :  Whether  all  was  done,  that 
was  necessary  and  practicable,  by  the  Command- 
ing General  and  the  troops  under  his  direction? 
For  such  an  inquiry  I  am  not  prepared,  and  what, 
under  either  head,  I  may  be  able  to  o0"er.  will 
but  be  a  detail  of  facts  coming  within  my  official 
cognizance,  without  any  admixture  of  opinions. 

Early  in  the  month  of  June  last,  a  call  was 
made  on  the  War  Department  for  a  general  re- 
port of  the  numbers  of  regular  troops  and  militia 
employed  by  the  United  States,  and  the  distribu- 
tion which  had  been  made  of  these  for  the  service 
of  the  present  campaign.  This  statement  was 
promptly  rendered,  and  submitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  Heads  of  Departments.  It  is  not  re- 
collected that  any  alteration  of  the  provisions 
exhibited  by  this  document  was  either  madeorsug- 
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A  'cference  to  it  will  show  what  was  the 


Rested.     X..  •v.v.^E.x,^  .«.. 

rce  then  ileemed  competent  for  the  defence  of 


|0 


i>jlitary  district  No.  5.  of  which  the  City  of  Wash 
fegtoQ  ma4e  part.* 
j/fhe  belter  to  secure  the  Seat  of  Government, 
fGc.,  from  tjie  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  to  relieve 
|l^e  War  Department  from  details,  not  making 
Mrt  of  Its  /fguiar  duties,  and  incident  to  district 
|«A).  5,  as  th^n  constituted,  a  militarydistrict.com- 
Kehendingihat  portion  of  country  lying  between 
hie  Rappaiwnnock  and   Potomac  rivers,  the  Dis- 

fict  of  Columbia,  and   the    State  of  Maryland, 

rjis  created  on  the  2d  July  last,  and  placed  under 
I  te  command  of  Brigadier  General  Winder,  who 

,4d  been  specially  assigned  by  the  President  to 

l&t  service;, 

:IIq  an  intv^rview  with  this  oflScer.  soon  after  bis 
*[Jpointiiieiti.  his  attention  was  invited  to  the  state 

1' t;  the  exisyng  defences  within  the  limits  of  his 
cimmand  ;  to  an  examination  of  the  different 
Jutes  by  vjhich  the  enemy  might  approach  the 
f4pii3l ;  to  .the  selection  of  points  best  calculated 
V»4  retard  ard  to  stop  his  movements,  if  directed 
lliereto ;  arid  to  the  indication  of  such  new  de- 
^Aices,  tielt!  or  permanent,  as  he  might  deem  ne- 
Jr<^ssaryor  iKacticable.  The  better  to  enable  him 
{(i  discharge  these  and  other  duties,  a  military 
|l|iiy.  composed  of  an  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
f4  Assij^tan't  Inspector  General,  and  two  Assisl- 
fAt  Topographical  Engineers,  were  assigned  to 
tqe  district* 

i 'On  the  lit  July  a  consultation  of  the  Heads  of 
liepartmeo^s  was  had.  The  questions  proposed 
>^f  discussion  were  two: 

vjl.  By  wljat  means  can  the  Seal  of  Government 
lad  Ballin)ore  be  defended,  in  case  the  enemy 
.  hould  rnal^  these  cities  objects  of  attack  ? 
-  i2.  Sboulyl  he  select  the  former,  will  his  ap- 
Vfoach  be  iroade  by  way  of  the  Potomac,  or  by 
|r,at  of  the?Patuxent  ? 

'On  ihest,' questions,  1  took  the  liberty  of  offer- 
log  the  foUowing  statements  and  opinions: 
t     1.  That  ihe  principal  defence  to  be  relied  upon, 
j^r  either  .place,  was  militia;    that,  besides   the 
Artillerists  composing  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Mc- 
a^enry  aoc- Washington,  about  one  thousand  reg- 
l4ar  troopii^4>nly  could  be  collected,  viz  :  the  thiriy- 
^rxth  regir^ent,  one  battalion  of  the  thirty-eighth, 
,i"jeo   troopj  of  dragoons,   iwo  companies  of  the 
'intb,  ordeyed  from  North  Carolina,  and  believed 
9  be  on  th*'ir  march,  one  company  of  the  twelfth, 
itid    two   (jompanies  of  sea   fencibles;    that    the 
^ikimber  of  militia  called  into  service  should  be 
i^oportion^d  to  the  known  or  probable  strength  of 
llie  enemyj  and  be  taken  from  the  States  of  Vir- 
ynia,Mari land,  and  Pennsylvania:  that  it  is  not 
ivlieveil  ti^at  the  enemy  will  hazard  a  blow  at 
irjther  plac*  with  a  force  less  than  five  thousand 
iiaen  ;  thati  to  repel  one  of  this  extent,  we  should 
-«-quire  at  least  double  that  number  of  militia; 
hat  these  iihould  be  assembled  at  some  interme- 
liate  poiut|between  Baltimore  and  the  District  of 
./oluinbia, ^leaving  the  sedentary  or  undraughted 

r~~  ' 

1    •  Thia  d4cument  is  in  possession  of  the  President. 
JNo  copy  of  jt  was  retained  by  nie. 


militia  of  both  places  an  auxiliary  force  at  the 
disposition  of  the  Commanding  General,  and  that 
arms  and  ammunition  were  in  depot  and  ready 
for  their  supply. 

[Under  this  head,  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary 
stated,  that  the  removal  or  destruction  of  the  flo- 
tilla would  put  at  his  disposition  between  six  and 
eight  hundred  seamen, and  that  the  marines  then 
in  barracks  exceeded  one  hundred.] 

2.  That  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  is  long 
and  sinuous,  and,  if  not  doubtful  as  to  practica- 
bility by  large  ships,  is  at  least  uncertain  in  rela- 
tion to  the  time  iis  ascent  may  occupy  ;  while 
that  of  the  Paluxent  is  short  and  safe,  and  may 
be  calculated  with  sufficient  precision  for  military 
purposes;  that,  should  the  enemy  ascend  the  for- 
mer, his  object  is  unmarked — he  at  once  declares 
his  destination — and  of  course  leaves  us  at  liberty 
to  concentrate  our  whole  force  against  him  ;  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  ascend  the  Patux- 
ent,  (or  South  river,)  his  object  is  uncertain  —  it 
may  be  the  flotilla,  or  Baltimore,  or  Washington  ; 
and  that,  as  long  as  his  point  of  attack  is  unknown, 
so  long  inust  our  force  remain  divided  ;  that  these 
considerations  suggest  the  preference  he  will  pro- 
bably give  to  the  Patuxent,  but  that  this  route  is 
nut  without  objections;  that  a  separation  from 
his  fleet, and  a  land  march  of  twenty  miles  through 
a  country  covered  with  wood,  and  offering  at 
every  step  strong  positions  for  defence,  becomes 
inevitable;  that,  if  these  circumstances  be  turned 
to  proper  account  against  him,  if  he  be  not  abso- 
lutely slopped,  his  march  will  be  much  retarded; 
that  this  slate  of  things,  on  which  every  wise 
General  will  calculate,  renders  necessary  a  provi- 
sion tram,  or  the  establishment  v(  small  interme- 
diate |)usis,  to  keep  open  his  communication 
with  hii  shipping;  that  the  loss  of  these  wonld 
make  his  situation  perilous;  and  that,  should  the 
main  battle  be  given  near  Washington,  and  be 
to  him  disastrous,  or  even  doubtful,  bis  destruc* 
lion  is  complete;  that,  after  all,  believing  he  will 
not  hazard  the  movement  but  with  a  very  supe- 
rior force,  or  one  he  thinks  such,  it  is  also  believed 
that  he  will  prefer  this  route. 

Conformably  to  these  opinions,  an  order  was 
taken  to  assemble  a  corps  and  form  a  camp  at 
such  point  between  the  City  of  Washington  and 
Baltimore  as  might  be  selected  by  the  Command- 
ing General. 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  militia  requisition  of 
that  date  was  issued,  and  of  that  requisition  two 
thousand  effectives  from  the  quota  of  Virginia; 
five  thousand  from  that  of  Pennsylvania;  six 
thousand,  the  whole  quota  of  Maryland  ;  and  two 
thousand,  the  tsiiraated  number  of  ihe  militia  of 
the  District,  were  put  at  the  disposition  of  the 
Commanding  General.  General  Stewart's  bri- 
gade was  already  in  service,  under  the  authority 
of  the  State,  and  had  been  supplied  with  arms, 
I  ammunition,  tents.  *tc.,  by  the  War  Department. 

At  a  later  period,  when  discovered  that  tiie 
draughts  could  not  be  brought  together,  but  slow- 
ly, and  with  difficulty,  a  call  upon  the  militia,  en 
masse,  was  suggested  by  the  General,  and  imme- 
diately authorized. 
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Of  the  force  actually  assembled  and  employed 
1  cannot   speak   with   precision,  as  no  return  of 
these  troops  had  been  made  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment during  my  connexion  with  it.    In  the  letter 
of  ihe  Commanding  General,  of  the  27lh  of  Au- 
gust, he  states  the  whole  force  assembled  at  Bla- 
densburg,  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  at  five  thous- 
and men;  a  number  less  by  two-lhirds  than  that 
which  had  been  required.     This  amazing  defici- 
ency  is  thus  accounted   fur   by  him:  "The  slow  j 
progress  of  draught,  and  the  imperfect  organiza-  ' 
lion,  with  the  ineffectiveness  of  the  laws  to  com- 
pel them   to  turn  out,  rendered  it  impossible  to 
procure  more.     The  militia  of  this  Stale,  and  of 
the  contiguous  parts  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, were  called  en  viasse ;  but  the  former  militia 
law  of  Pennsylvania  had  expired  on  the  1st  of 
June  or  July,  and  the  one   adopted  in  its  place  is  } 
not  to  lake  effect,  in  organizing  the  militia,  be-  j 
fore  October.    No  aid,  therefore,  has  been  received  | 
from  that  Sta'e."  | 

The  third  and  last  point  of  inquiry  under  this 
head  is,  what  other  or  additional  means  of  defeoce 
were  within  the  reach  of  Government  ? 

Of  naval  means  I  am  not  a  competent  judge, 
nor  do  I  know  what,  of  this  description,  were  ac- 
tually employed,  nor  what  il  was  possible  to  have 
superadded  ;  but  of  those  strictly  military,  I  know 
none  within  the  view  of  this  question  tliat  were 
omitted.    It  may  be  supposed  tliat  permanent  for- 
tifications should   have  been  multiplied;  yet,  of 
works  of  this  character,  but  one  was  suggested 
from  any  quarter  entitled  to  respect,  and  this  was 
a  committee  of  bankers,  who  thought  a  new  work 
on  the  Potomac,  and  below  Fort  Washington,  de- 
sirable.    To  this  suggestion  it  was  answered,  that 
a  small  work  would   be  unavailing,  and   that,  to 
erect  one  of  sufficient  size  and  strength,  was  im- 
practicable, for  want  of  money.     An  offer  was 
then  made  to  supply  that  want  by  loaning  to  the 
United    States   $200000,  on  condition  that  this 
sum  should  be  devoted  to  the  special  object  of  de- 
fending the  District.     An  agreement  to  this  effect 
was  made,  and    the  money  promised   to  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  on  the  24ih  of  August.     The 
events  of  that  day  put  an  end  to  the  business,  and 
at  the  same  time  furnished  evidence  of  the  falli- 
bility of  ihe  plan,  had  it  even  been  executed,  by 
showing  that  no  works  on  the  Potomac  will,  of 
themselve?,  be  a  sufficient  defence  for  the  Seat  of 
Government.   The  considerations  which  govern- 
ed my   own  opinion  on   this  subject,  and  which 
may  have  governed  that  of  others,  were,  that  to 
put  Washington  hors  d''insulte,  by  means  of  for- 
tifications, would,  from  physical  causes,  among 
which  is  the  remoteness  from  each  other  cf  the 
several  points  to  be  defended,  have  exhausted  the 
Treasury;  that  bayonets  are   known  to  form  the 
most   efficient  barriers;  and    that   there    was  no 
reason,  in  ihis  case,  to  doubt  beforehand  the  wil- 
lingness of  the  country  to  defend  it. 

In  this  brief  statement  you  are  presented  with 
a  view  of  the  force  contemplated  and  ordered  by 
the  Government ;  of  the  means  taken  to  as.sem- 
ble  that  force  through  the  usual  medium  of  the 


Commanding  General  ;*  of  that  actually  assem- 
bled and  employed  ;  and  lastly,  of  my  impressions 
in  relation  to  any  other  or  additional  means  of 
defence. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  second  subject  of  inquiry, 
the  employment  of  the  means  we  had,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  troops. 

On  the day  of  August  was  received  the 

first  notice  of  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Cochrane 
in  the  bay  ;  and   on  the  same  day  advices  were 
brought,  that  he  was  entering  and  ascending  the 
Paluxent.     These   facts  were  communicated  to 
the  General,  and  he  was  instructed  to  take  a  po- 
sition near  the  enemy.     On  the  22d  he  was  ad- 
vised  to  hang  on   their  rear  and  flank  a  heavy 
corps,  while  be  opposed  to  them  another  in  their 
front.     My  reasons  for  thus  advising  him  were 
three  :  if  Baltimore  was  the  object  of  the  enemy, 
this  disposition  interposed  a  corps  between  them 
and  that  city  ;  if  they  aimed  at  Washington,  it 
menaced   tht-ir  communication  with  their  fleet, 
and  the  security  of  their  return,  and  was,  there- 
fore, most  likely  to  hold  them  in  check  ;  and  last- 
ly, it  did  not  forbid  a  concentration  of  force  in 
their  front,  at  a  later   period  and   by  a  forced 
march.     On  the  evening  of  the  22d  I  repaired  to 
the  army,  and  found  it  at  the  Old  Fields,  six  or 
eight  miles  distant  from  the  enemy.     A  part  of 
the  corps  contemplated  for  the  service  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  article  had  joined  General  Win- 
der, and  of  the  other  part  (under  General  Stans- 
,  bury)  no  correct  account  could  be  given.     I  look 
I  ihis  occasion  to  urge  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
I  concentration  of  our  force,  and  of  the  usefulness 
I  of  pushing  our  pickets  frequently  and  freely  upon 
,  those  of  the  enemy,  as  the  best  means  of  circum- 
j  scribing  his  supplies;  of  gaining  a  knowledge  of 
I  his  strength,  (of  which  ihe  accounts   were  va- 
1  rious,)  and  of  preventing  a  stolen  march,  which 
I  was  to  be  suspected.     I  was  glad  to  find  the  Gren- 
I  eral  entertained  similar  views,  and  that  they  were 
i  in  a  train  of  execution.     In  the  afternoon  of  the 
j  23d  I   returned  to  Washington,  and  during  the 
I  night  of  that  day  the  President  transmitted  to  me 
I  the  letter,  of  which  that  which  follows  is  a  copy  : 

I  -'The  President  of  the  United  States: 

'The  enemy  are  advanced  six  miles  on  the  road 
I  to  the  Woodyard,  and  our  troops  retiring.  Our 
'  troops  were  on  the  march  to  meet  them,  but  in 
too  small  a  body  to  engage.  General  Winder  pro- 
poses to  retire  till  he  can  collect  them  in  a  body. 
The  enemy  are  in  full  march  for  Washington. 
Have  the  materials  prepared  to  destroy  the 
bridges. 

••JAMES  MONROE. 

"Tuesday,  9  o'clock.  You  had  belter  remove 
the  records." 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  received  a  note 
from  General  Winder,  informing  me  of  his  re- 


•  His  exertions  were  occasionally  aided,  and  his  au- 
thority enforced,  by  the  War  Department  See  Col. 
Tayloe*8  letter  enclosed  ;  and  let  me  pray  that  this  gen- 
tleman may  be  examined  on  the  subject  of  it  by  the  com- 
mittee. 
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tre^»  and  the  "approach  of  the  enemy,  and  "ask- 
1  fiaorn  me,  or  from  the  Gjvernment." 
wfs  late  in  reaching  me.  It  had  been 
id  jpassed  through  other  hands.  The 
nj<  ^^ent  I  re<^ived  it  I  hastened,  with  the  late 
le  Treasury,  to  the  General's  quar- 
id  there  the  President,  the  Secre- 
iavy,  and  the  Attorney  General. 
Gtii*ral  Winder  was  on  the  point  of  joininsj  the 
irtfc'fls,  at  Blallensburg,  whither,  it  was  now  un- 
rfe*(*ood.  the  «?neray  was  also  marching.  I  took 
he  had  received  the  counsel  he 
to  me,  he  neither  stated  doubt  nor 
ty,  noeplan  of  attack  or  of  defence.  This 
s;mI  of  things  gave  occasion  to  a  conversation, 
firfc^ipally  conducted  by  the  President  and  the 
fettjetary  of.^he  Treasury,  which  terminated  in 
iiolf  rstandin*  that  I  should  repair  to  the  troops, 
an^tgive  sucjl  directions  as  were  required  by  the 


ne^ooa.  ine  e?ne 
forf^ranted  tl^at 
jre-fcired ;  (or  to 
dii"»uliy,  noepli 


air 

t 
m 


4ncy 

:tg   this 


of  ij 


case, 
ion, 


I  lost  not  a  moment  in  ful- 

and  had  barely  time  to  re- 

d  to  int'orm 

hen  I  again 


tbe  ca 
in|enti 
0  ijoiire  the;>march  of  the  enemy,  an 
a\  «ielf  of  o^r  own  arrangements,  w 
m^  ;.the  President,  who  told  me  that  he  had  come 
tO|i  new  degermination.  and  that  the  military 
fu  oiionaries-  should  be  left  to  the  discharge  of 
ihi  li'  own  dtjties,  on  their  own  responsibilities, 
i  i»).-w  becaraV,  of  course,  a  mere  spectator  of  the 

COSil^t. 

!'-  our  fielj  combinations  were  not  the  most 
^tific.  It  ought  to  be  recollected  that  many  of 
troops  wire  incapable  of  receiving  those  of 
•best  forrrt,*  and  that  circumstances  had  ren- 
|1  the  orci.'r  of  battle,  on  our  part,  nearly  for- 
Jus.  ''Mj^ch  of  the  largest  portion  of  our 
lo%i."  says  tiie  General,  in  his  letter  of  the  27th 
•ol&ugust,  -iirrived  on  the  ground  when  theene- 
m^was  in  si|ht,  and  were  disposed  of  to  support, 
in.'ie  best  nqjunner,  the  position  which  General 
SrHfsbury  h%<i  taken.  Tliey  had  barely  reached 
ih^iround  b<jfore  the  action  commenced. 

tt^ese  taci-i  may  also  explain  why  we  had  no 
gi«i.f  in  l)allery  in  the  line  of  the  bridge  over 
■'•'lifb  ihe  Qpemy  passed?  why  a  brick  bouse, 
■wrii^h  entilavJed  that  bridge,  and  was  partially 
■i-jfjtied.  sJiotj»ld  not  have  l^en  unroofed  and  oc- 
ci^iKfd  ?  andiwhy  a  frame  storehouse  should  have 
bc^  left  to  c.iver  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column, 
ac^'its  subsei^uent  display  ?  <tc. 

if,  also,  thir  most  efficient  corps  of  the  army 
w||-Ueft  out  of  the  original  arrangement,  and  but 
§<^  into  the  Wine  when  other  parts  of  it  "  were 
repeating,  a<d  apparently  in  much  disorder."  it 
Mi^l  not  be  f<jfrgolteQ  that  this  corps  was  distinct 
«iii;  iodepen«>nt,  and  that  the  General  had  no 
aii«Hority,  ofiright,  to  command  it.  I  witnessed 
tii%  |Jisquietujle  of  the  gallant  officer  who  led  this 
ciOi|s,  at  havPing  been  assigned  to  a  duty  which, 
iii'M's  own  st/ong  language,  "  but  required  a  cur- 
^Jfl  and  si»  men.  •  The  lateness  with  which 
•^-W—  3 

T  j^Upon  my  ^nquinnfi^  why  the  dragoons  had  not  been 
{i^^Jw^ied,  masked,  and  made  to  charge  the  right  flank 
?<f y^e  enemy/  the  General  replied,  that  an  officer  of 
'^^\  corps  assured  him  thnt  his  men  could  not  be 

t^iiiitoht  to  a  charge. 


lit 

m 


if 


he  got  into  a  post  of  more  distinction,  I  consider 
as  one  of  the  causes  of  the  disasters  of  the  day  ; 
but.  without  all  doubt,  the  determining  cause  of 
these  is  to  be  found  in  that  love  of  life  which,  in 
many  of  the  corps,  predominated  over  a  love  of 
country  and  of  honor.  In  illustration  of  this  fact, 
I  refer  to  the  official  reports  of  General  Winder 
and  of  Commodore  Barney,  and  shall  close  this 
letter  by  adopting  the  opinion  of  the  former,  "that 
the  contest  was  not  maintained  as  obstinately  as 
could  have  been  desired,  but  was,  by  parts  of  the 
troops,  sustained  with  great  spirit  and  prodigious 
effi?ct ;  and,  had  the  whole  of  our  force  been  equal- 
ly firm,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  enemy 
would  have  been  repulsed,  notwithstanding  all 
the  disadvantages  under  which  we  fought." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  very  great  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

P.  S.  On  what  may  particularly  relate  to  Alex- 
andria, I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  official  letter  to 
General  Young,  of  the  24th  of  August,  and  to 
my  note  to  Captain  Dyson,  and  his  reply  of  the 
29th.  It  may  be  that  no  copy  of  the  first  was 
kept;  in  which  case  the  original  may  be  called 


for. 

Hon.  Col 


Johnson.  Chaimuin,  ^c. 


J.  A. 


No.  4. 

Letter  from  the  honorable   WiUiarn  Jones,   Sec- 
retary of  the  i\ary. 

Navv  Departme.nt,  Oct.  31,  1814. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  24ih  instant,  to  state  to  the 
committee  of  inquiry  "anything  that  may  be 
within  my  knowledge,  a.<  to  the  measures  taken 
and  adopted  by  the  Administration,  and  more 
especially  those  proposed  and  adopted  at  the  Cab- 
inet Council  on  the  first  of  July  last,  in  relation 
to  the  defence  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  with 
such  other  views  and  things  as  may  be  deemed, 
in  my  estimation,  pertinent  to  an  inquiry,"  I  hare 
the  honor  to  reply,  that,  as  the  information  re- 
quired involves  the  confidential  proceedings  ol  a 
Cabinet  Council,  I  deemed  it  expedient  and  re- 
spectful to  ascertain,  from  the  proper  source, 
whether  any  obstacles  existed  to  the  development 
of  what  passed  on  that  question  ;  and,  being  freed 
from  all  restraint  upon  that  occasion,  I  proceed 
to  state  briefly,  from  memory,  my  general  recol- 
lections upon  the  subject  of  the  inquiry. 

The  serious  apprehensions  of  invasion  and  de- 
vastation, which  succeeded  the  knowledge  of 
those  extraordinary  events,  which  liberated  the 
powerful  naval  and  military  forces  of  the  enemy 
from  European  hostility,  and  the  temper  of  the 
British  nation,  as  displayed  in  the  language  of  its 
journals  and  conduct  of  its  Government,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  pacific  mission  which  it  had  invited, 
were  deeply  felt,  and  frequently  discussed,  in  oc- 
casional conversations  between  the  individual 
members  of  the  Administration,  prior  to  the  Cab- 
inet meeting  on  the  first  of  July  last,  in  which 
the  probable  points  of  attack  were  variously  con- 
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sidered.  My  own  impressions  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  there  were  some  points  more  ex- 
posed, less  difficult  of  access,  and  more  inviting 
to  the  enemy,  upon  the  system  of  warfare  he  had 
adopted,  than  the  metropolis;  the  only  important 
objects  which  it  presented,  according  to  my  view, 
being  the  naval  depot  and  public  shipping. 

I  recollect,  on  one  of  those  occasions,  that  the 
President  expressed  very  great  solicitude  for  the 
safety  of  the  metropolis ;  his  belief  that  the  enemy 
would  attempt  its  invasion,  and  urged  the  expe- 
diency of  immediate  defensive  preparations,  with 
all  the  disposable  force  that  could  be  convenient- 
ly collected.  I  accorded  in  the  expediency  of 
preparation,  but  must  confess  I  was  not  equally 
impressed  with  the  apprehension  of  immediate 
danger,  as  well  from  the  reasons  I  have  before  as- 
signed, as  from  the  then  existing  fact,  that  the 
force  of  the  enemy,  in  the  waters  of  the  Ches.i- 
peake,  was  entirely  naval,  and  apparently  very  sat- 
isfactorily engaged  in  coutiagraiiog  farm  houses, 
and  depredating  upon  slaves  and  tobacco,  on  the 
shores  of  the  Patuxent.  In  this  sentiment  1  was 
not  alone. 

On  the  30ih  day  of  June  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet  were  invited  to  attend  a  meeting  at  the 
President's  mansion,  on  the  following  day  at  noon. 
At  or  near  the  time  appointed,  the  Secretaries  of 
Slate,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  and  the  Attor- 
ney General,  assembled. 

The  President  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting 
to  be  the  consideration  of  the  menacing  aspect  of 
things,  iu  consequence  of  the  augmented  power 
of  the  enemy  by  the  great  political  changes  which 
had  taken  place  in  Europe,  and  the  disposition 
manifested  by  the  Government  and  people  of 
Great  Britain,  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  most 
Tindictive  and  devastating  spirit ;  represented  the 
motives  and  inducements  which,  he  conceived, 
the  enemy  had  to  prefer  the  invasion  of  the  cap- 
ital ra'.her  than  any  other  immediate  enterprise, 
and  urged  the  necessity  of  speedy  and  efficient 
preparation  for  the  defence  of  the  District  and 
capital;  inquired  into  the  existing  state  of  its  mil- 
itary and  naval  defences,  and  the  extent  of  the 
disposable  force  which  it  would  be  practicable  to 
concentrate  in  the  District. 

The  Secretary  of  War  estimated  the  disposa- 
ble regular  force,  applicable  to  the  intended  pur- 
pose, to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  about  twelve 
hundred,  including  about  two  hundred  cavalry  at 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  who,  I  think  he  said,  were 
not  all  mounted,  but  would  probably  be  so  in  a 
short  time.  He  brought  into  view  the  volunteer 
corps  of  the  City  and  District,  the  particulars  of 
which  I  do  not  recollect,  and  estimated  the  depot 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  I  think,  to  contain  at  that  time 
about  thirty-six  thousand  stand  of  arms. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  enumerated  the 
naval  force,  within  immediate  reach,  as  follows: 
The  marines  at  headquarters,  about  -  -  120 
The  force  attached  to  the  flotilla  under  the 

command  of  Commodore  Barney,  on  the 

Patuxent,  about       -        -         -        -        -     500 


To  the  regular  Ibrce  the  President  proposed  to 
add  ten  thousand  militia,  to  be  designated  and 
held  in  readiness  in  such  neighboring  districts  as 
should  be  found  most  convenient.  He  also  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  depositing,  at  a  suitable 
place  contiguous  to  the  metropolis,  a  supply  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  camp  equipage. 

These  propositions  produced  very  little  di.'cus- 
sion,  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ures appeared  to  be  admitted,  though  no  formal 
question  was  taken,  nor  any  dissent  expressed. 

The  meeting  separated,  with  an  understanding, 
on  ray  part,  that  the  measures  proposed  were  to 
be  carried  into  eff'ect;  but  what  order  took  place 
thereon,  other  than  in  the  Department  of  the 
Navy,  I  know  not ;  nor  do  I  know  any  thing  fur- 
ther material  to  the  inquiry,  except  what  is  era- 
braced  in  the  communication  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  make  to  the  committee  on  the  3d  inst. 

The  officers  of  the  Navy  Yard  are  closely  en- 
gaged in  making  out  the  estimates  of  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  conflagration  at  that  establishment, 
but  the  loss  of  books  and  papers  has  retarded  their 
operations.  It  shall  be  completed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  transmitted  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navtf. 

Hon.  Richard  M.  Johnso.n, 

Chairman  Com.  of  Inquiry,  H.of  R. 


Navy  Depart.ment,  Nov.  12,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  reports 
and  statements  of  the  Commandant  of  the  Navy 
Yard,  showing  the  actual  loss  of  public  pro- 
perly by  the  conflagation  of  the  Navy  Yard  oq 
the  24th  of  August  last. 
Exhibit  A  shows  the  loss  sustained  in  moveable 

property,  viz:   the  estimated  value  previous  to 

the  fire  ;  the  value  preserved  or  recovered  ;  and 

the  actual  loss  sustained  ;    as  condensed  m  the 

recapitulation   on  the  last   page. 

Net  loss $417,745  51 

Exhibit  B  shows  the  loss  sustained 

in   buildings  and  fixtures,  in  like 

manner   showing  the  estimated 

cost  and  real  loss  sustained.    Net        91,425,  53 


Total  loss  - 


-   $509,171  04 


13th  Con.  3c1  Sess.— 50 


620 


To  which  is  annexed  an  estimate  (believed  to 
be  founded  upon  such  data  as  may  be  relied  upon) 

'  of  the  *•  expenses  of  rebuilding  in  a  plain  sub- 
stantial manner,"  so  as  to  carry  on  all  the  public 

'  work  with  as  much  advantage  and  convenience 
as  before  the  fire;  amount      -         -      $62,370  14 

I       I   am,    very    respectfully,   sir,    your   obedient 

;  scrvent, 

!  W.  JONES, 

Secretary  of  the  S'avy. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Chairman  Com.  Inquiry. 
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No.  5. 


I^^Urs  fro'tfi,  the  honorable  Richard  Rush,  Attor- 
•  ney  General. 

irrative  bf  Richard  Rush,  Attorney  General  of  the 
(Jnited  Stjtea,  of  such  fact*  and  circumstances  as 
ire  within*his  knowledge,  relative  to  the  capture  of 
^Waihingt^n  on  the  24th  of  August,  1814  ;  and  of 
-■Jneasures  4dopted  by  the  Government  in  relation  to 
^n^at  event^previous  to,  or  on  that  day  ;  delivered  on 
]^  |he  requisiifion  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
^  Aesentativt^,  appointed  to  invetiligate  the  causes 
>  which  led  \3  the  capture. 

J!  'Washington  City,  Oct.  15.  1814. 

Jit  *  ' 

i|\.s  my  ojicial  place  in  the  Governmeni  em- 
t^|ces  no  a)nnex\on  with  the  duties  of  either  of 
l*«^four  De^jarnnents,  farther  than  as  I  am  liable 
tul)e  coDsuked  on  legal  questions  growing  out  of 
t^^  busines*  of  either  of  them,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
(Mted  tha«  I  can  give  information  relative  to 
ti«»  subject^atter  of  the  committee's   inquiries. 


(ji>ept — 

T^st.    Sue--. 
Af^sent  at  lf( 


as  I  may  have  derived  from  being 
le  deliberations  of  the  Cabinet,  when  | 
i^ifreto  sut^moned  by  the  Executive,  supposing 
My  to  be  derivable  from  that  source;  or. 
yjjdiy.  Sifch  as  I  may  have  derived  from  tny 
A^sonal  pr4sence  at  Washington,  and  the  oppor- 
hftfeities  theTice  furnished  of  bccomins  acquainted 
r*ah  acis  ^r  measures  of  Government,  or  other 
e.'^'t'^ts  transpiring  at  its  seat.  , 

•  v|n  regarc?'  to  the  former  capacity.  I  would  beg  j 
:  If  ive  to  premise,  that,  as  these  deliberations  im-  ; 
;.  jWli'  an  inte^:ourse  of  confidence   amongst   those  , 


''  ^to  partici^jiate  in   them.  I  hope  I  do  not  misap- 
j^Tvhend  th».  true  nature  of  tiie  connexion  between 
i^i>'  Executjve  and  those  whom  he  may  invite  to 
^i  consultations,  or  fail   in   my  respect   to  the  j 
^tnmittce.  when  I  state  that  I  do   not  hold  ray- 
J^lf  bound  10  make  a  public  di>closure  of  matters 
•ffiich  may^  in  this  mode,  have  been  the  subject  ' 
if  Executire  advisement  or  consideratioo.     The  ' 
ptceptions  belonging  to  such  a  rule,  if  any  do  be-  ' 
l^jg  to  it,  \  forbear  to  advert   to,  inasmuch  as  I 
>ould  be  nnderstood    to  have  waived  upon  tliis 
4<5casion  the  objections  which  might  otherwise 
|t»  interposed  against  the  development  of  trans- 
actions froto  this  peculiar  source  of  information. 
>iipon  a  sulyect  of  such  delicacy,  and  one  involv-  ' 
fcg  future  rights,  I  would  beg  to  be  further  under- 
wood, that  ■  in  waiving  all  objection,  I  act  under 
.Se  full  belief  that  it  is  not  desired  to  restrain  the 
^r*edom  o(;such  a  course  on  my  part,  by  any  pro- 
^vjbitory   ii^junctions  from   the   quarter  whence 
"  l^ey  coult^' issue. 
I .  As  introductory,  then,  to  what   I  may  have    to 
*!^sclose  u'lder  this  head,  and  to  meet,  as  far  as  in 
|ijy  power;  the  inquiry  made  as  to  my  knowledge 
v)f  any  pre>>aratory  measures  adopted  for  the  de- 
«'*nce  of  t?Je  metropolis,  I  proceed  to  state — 
♦    Thar,  iti  the  month  of  June,  of  the  past  Suni- 
:  imer,  wheu  the   momentous  changes  in  Europe 
i  ^d   become   revealed   to  us,  I  bad   the   honor  of 
iiiolding,  individually,  occasional  interviews  with 
■  lilije  Presicj^nt.     In  dwelling  upon  our  public  af- 
\  Jftirs,  he  expressed  his  strong  belief  of  the  inau- 


spicious  results  which  these  changes  held  out 
every  likelihood  of  superinducing  upon  them. 
That  the  entire  liberation  of  British  military 
power  from  European  conflicts,  created  a  corres- 
ponding probability  that  portions  of  it,  unexpect- 
edly formidable,  would  be  thrown  upon  our  shores. 
In  one,  at  least,  of  the  conversations,  he  also  dwelt 
upon  the  probability  of  an  attack  upon  Washing- 
ton ;  enforcing  his  opinion  on  the  grounds,  among 
others,  of  its  own  weakness,  and  the  eclat  that 
would  attend  a  successful  inroad  upon  the  capi- 
tal, beyond  the  intrinsic  magnitude  of  the  achieve- 
ment. He  spoke  of  the  immediate  necessity  of 
preparing  for  its  defence.  His  impre>sions  of  the 
danger  appeared  to  acquire  new  force  from  the 
26th  of  the  month,  upon  which  day  despatches 
were  received  from  two  of  our  Ministers  abroad, 
Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Bayard,  dated  early  in  May. 
Upon  the  30th  of  June,  ttie  Heads  of  Departments 
were  desired  to  meet  at  the  Pre^ident's  House  on 
the  following  day  at  12  o'clock. 

They  accordingly  assembled.  All  were  present. 
I  also,  in  pursuance  of  the  President's  request,  at- 
tended. Our  public  affairs  were  brought  into 
discussion  ;  their  altered,  and  more  menacing  char- 
acter ;  the  probable  reluctance  of  the  Northern 
Powers  of  Europe  to  regard  favorably,  at  such  a 
moment  of  European  homage  to  the  British  name, 
the  just  rights  for  which  we  were  contending  ;  the 
fierce  aspect  which  British  military  power  now  had 
the  means,  and  probably  would  not  want  the  dis- 
position to  put  on  towards  us;  the  parts  of  our  roun- 
trv  most  vulnerable  to  its  immediate  irruptions,  as 
well  as  the  general  trials  before  us,  were  brought 
into  view.  The  President  mentioned  what  I  had 
heard  him.  individually,  express  before,  relative 
10  Washington  ;  stating:  his  impression,  unequivo- 
cally, to  be.  that,  if  it  fell  within  the  plans  of  the 
enemy  to  send  out  troops  for  operaiions  upon  the 
Atlantic  frontier  this  season,  he  thought  the  Cap- 
ital would  be  marked  as  the  most  inviting  object 
of  a  speedy  attack.  That  it  would  be  right,  forth- 
with, to  put  in  train  measures  of  precaution  and 
defence.  He  then  declared  that,  lo  him,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  force  of  ten  thousand  men  should 
be  got  in  readiness  for  the  city  and  District. 
That  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  as  large  a  por- 
tion of  it  as  practicable  regular  troops;  but  that, 
'  at  the  least,  there  should  be  a  thousand  of  this  de- 
cription,  and  more  if  more  could  be  obtained. 
,  That  the  residue  should  be  made  up  of  the  vol- 
unteers and  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
combined  with  that  from  the  parts  nearest  adja- 
cent of  the  States  of  Virginia.  Maryland. and  Penn- 
:  sylvania.  That  convenient  depots  of  arms  and 
'  military  equipage  should  also  be  established.  No 
dissent  was  expressed  to  these  opinions  of  the  Pre- 
sident. The  Secretary  of  War  made  some  ver- 
bal estimate  of  the  regiments,  or  parts  of  regi- 
ments, near  at  hand.  By  this,  it  appeared  that, 
either  with,  or  independent  of,  the  marines  at  the 
Navy  Yard,  (for  of  this  I  am  not  certain)  the  por- 
tion of  regular  force  mentioned  could  readily  be 
'  had.  I  recollect  nothing  farther  to  have  passed 
'  at  the  meeting  about  the  defence  of  Washington. 
I  What  measures  were  subsequently   taken  ;  how 


1573 


APPENDIX. 


1674 


Captwrt  of  the  CUy  ef  Waahington. 


far  those  proposed  were  carried  into  effect ;  or  by 
whiit  causes  they  have  been  retarded  or  frustra- 
ted 1  have  not  had  the  means  of  knowing  with 
any  certainty,  and  therefore  cannot  speak.  In 
regard  to  what  I  have  said.  I  am  disposed  to  en- 
tertain the  less  distrust  of  its  general  accuracy 
from  the  habit  of  keeping  occasional  written  me- 
morandums connected  with  our  public  history, 
and  from  having  refreshed  my  memory  by  a  ref- 
erence to  some,  in  the  present  instance,  made  at 
the  time. 

As  It  appears  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
committee's  inquiries  that  I  should  also  disclose 
such  facts  as  I  may  possess  a  knowledge  of,  re- 
lative to  any  participation,  by  ihe  Government, 
in  the  immediate  events  of  the  24th  of  August. 
I  have  to  state  that  my  knowledge  herein  is 
merely  incidental.  As  far  as  it  extends,  or  may 
appear  to  have  any  bearing  upon  the  interroga- 
tories of  the  committee,  I  will  proceed  to  un- 
fold it. 

On  the  morning  of  that  day,  probably  at  about 
9  o'clock,  I  called  at  the  lodgings  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  ask  him  for  his  latest  intelligence 
respecting  the  enemy's  movements.  He  was 
good  enough  to  hand  me  a  no'e  he  had  received 
from  General  Winder,  written  from  headquarters, 
then  establi>hed  wiiliin  the  city  limits,  near  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge.  It  was  dated.  I  think, 
the  same  morning.  It  was  short,  and  stated  the 
accounts  from  the  river  below  to  be  more  and 
more  serious.  It  also  expressed  a  wish  to  receive 
counsel  either  from  the  Secretary  individually, 
or  the  Executive,  as  to  the  operations  proper  to 
be  adopted  in  an  emergency  so  critical.  Other 
things  may  have  been  in  it,  but.  reading  it  hast- 
ily, I  would  not  be  understood  to  speak  with  ac- 
curacy of  its  contents.  Leaving  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  proceeded  to  the  President's.  Arriv- 
ing there.  I  learned  that  the  President  had  gone 
to  the  headquarters  of  General  Winder.  Thither 
I  also  next  went.  I  there  found  the  President, 
General  Winder,  Commodore  Tingey.  and  two 
or  three  military  officers.  The  Secretary  of  State, 
I  understood,  had  previously  been  there,  but  had 
eone  on  to  Bladensburg.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  came  into  the  room  not  long  afterwards. 
Of  Commodore  Tingey's  presence  I  am  not  cer- 
tain. The  conversation  turned  upon  the  route 
by  which  it  was  tkought  most  likely  the  enemy 
would  make  his  approach.  It  was  interrupted 
by  dragoons,  who  had  been  on  scouts,  coming  in 
every  few  minutes  with  their  reports.  The  pre- 
ponderance of  opinion,  at  thi<:  period.  I  took  to 
be  that  he  would  be  most  likely  to  move  in  a  di- 
rection towards  the  Potomac,  with  a  view  to 
possess  himself  of  Fort  Warburton  in  the  first  in- 
stance. By  this  course,  he  would  secure  the  pas- 
sage of  his  ships,  then  supposed  to  be  in  the  river 
below,  and  thus  their  ulterior  co-operation,  whe- 
ther in  the  att.ick  or  retreat  of  his  land  troops. 
This  way  of  thinking  induced,  as  I  supposed. 
General  Winder  to  retain  a  large  portion  of  his 
force  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
bridge,  in  preference  to  moving  it  on.  under  the 
existing  state  of  intelligence,  towards  Bladens- 


burg. In  anticipation  of  success  to  the  enemy's 
attempts  by  water  or  land,  or  both,  some  conver- 
sation was  had  as  to  the  proper  precautions  for 
blowing  up,  or  otherwise  rendering  useless,  the 
vessels  and  public  property  of  the  Navy  Yard. 
After  the  lapse  of  probably  an  hour  from  the 
time  I  reached  headquarters,  an  express  arrived 
from  General  Stansbury,  commanding  the  Balti- 
more troops,  at  Bladensburg,  rendering  it  at  length 
certain  that  the  British  army  was  advancing  in 
that  direction.  General  Winder  immediately 
put  his  troops  in  motion,  and  marched  off  with 
them  for  Bladensburg. 

When  he  had  left  the   house,  the  Secretary  of 
War.  in    company    with   the   Secretary   of  the 
Treasury,  arrived    there.     The    President   men- 
tioned to  the  former  the  information  which  had 
just  been  received,  at  the  same  time  asking  him 
whether,  as  it  was  probable  a  battle  would  soon 
be  brought  on,  he  had  any  advice  or  plan  to  offer 
upon  the  occasion.     He  replied  that  he  had  not. 
He  added,  that,  as  it  was  to  be  between  regulars 
and  militia,  the  latter  would  be  beaten.     All  who 
were  in  the  house  then  came  out;  the  Secretary 
I  of  War  getting  on  his  horse   to  go   to   Bladens- 
j  burg,  and  the  Secretary  oi  the  Navy  going  to  the 
I  marine  barracks  close  by.     Commodore  Barney, 
!  with  his  seamen  and  marines,  who  were  still  re- 
I  mainins  in  or  near  the  barracks,  were  ordered  to 
push   on   with  alt   despatch   to  Bladensburg,  an 
i  order    their    anxiety    stood    anticipating.      The 
I  President  first  went  to  the  barracks,  inviting  me 
I  to  accompany  him.     He  then   observed  that  he 
i  would   ride  to  Bladensburg,  with  a  view  to  join 
the   two    Heads  of  Departments,  already   gone 
there,  and   be  of  any  use   in  his  power.     1  pro- 
ceeded on  with  him.     Before  we  could  reach  the 
town,  the  forces  of  the  enemy  had  possession  of 
it.    General  Winder,  as  it  struck  my  eye  in  riding 
along,  had   formed   the   troops  he   marched   out 
with  him  on   each  side  of  the  road,  stretching  a 
mile  from  Bladensburg,  in  such  way  as  the  few 
moments  left  him  would  allow.     But,  according 
to  what  particular  plan  they  were  drawn  up,  or 
by  whose  order.   I  cannot  say.     The  President 
met  with  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  upon  the  field  near  the  front  ranks. 
The  former  had  arrived  just  before  him.     When 
the   President  arrived,  the  arrangement  for  the 
battle,  whatever  it   may  have  been,  was  appar- 
ently made.     It  commenced  in  a  very  few  min- 
utes, and,  in  not  many  more,  some  of  our  troops 
began  to  break.     The  President  and  two  Secre- 
taries, at  about  this  period,  retired  together.     I 
joined   them   very   shortly  afterwards,  and   rode 
into  Washington  with  the  President. 

It  does  not.  at  present,  occur  to  me  that  I  can 
state  anything  further  relevant  lo  the  inquiries  of 
the  committee.  I  shall  be  ready  to  answer  any 
questions  it  may  think  tit  to  propound,  with  a 
view  to  recall  any  explanatory  or  additional  cir- 
cumstances or  facts,  not  collected  abote,  or  which 
I  have  not  deemed  it  material  to  state. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
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^     y/ABBinoToit,  November  3A8\i. 

}  ^iK  .  I  Uive  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note, 
!oi  the  29ih^of  last  monih,  requesting  of  me  such 
fftformatioij  as  I  may  possess  relative  to  a  report 
;fiiiade  earlv  in  June,  from  the  War  Department. 
|o  the  President,  of  the  amount  of  regular  and 
lailitia  fori^e,  and  its  distribution  throughout  the 
lountry  ;  \^hich  report  was  submitted  by  the  Pres- 
^ent  to  the  Heads  of  Departments  ;  and  requesting. 
|lso,  that  I  will  add  any  further  matter  to  my  for- 
iier  narrative,  which  may  have  since  occurred  to 
ly  recoUettion.  that  I  may  deem  material,  par- 
cularly  aj  to  the  part  taken  by  the  President,  cr 


!  daiies  of  the  Coromandiog  General.    But  whea 

I  we  reached  the  6eld  we  found  the  troops  formed, 

'  and  waiting,  in  their  stations,  the  onset  of  the  bat- 

i  tie.     The  British  array  was  already  in  full  sight, 

and   advancing  in  full  march,  through   Bladens- 

burg.     At  this  juncture  the  Presidenc  joined  the 

;  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of  War.  and 

;  all  approached  to  the  spot  where  General  Winder 

!  was.     Some  words  of  conversation  seemed  to  pass 

between  the  President  and  the  two  latter.     I  was 

j  not  near  enough  to  overhear  it.     Central  Winder 

I  rode  forward  a  few  yards,  exhorting  the  troops  to 

I  be  firm.     The  firing  began  almost  immediately 


oy  of  'the' members  of  the  Go'vernment.  on    the  t  afterward.s.     Results  look    place  that  are  known. 

'lay  of  the  tattle  of  Bladensburg.  ii  had  been  the  wish  of  the  President,  as  signified 

♦  With  th;!  same  reservation  which  I  before  took  i  to  me,  on  the  ride  out,  that,  after  every  military 
Jlje  hbertyiomake.  of  the  privilege  of  being  at  my  ••arrangement  for  the  battle  had  \>eea  made,  on 
lotion   as  Jto  the  disclosure  of  facts  of  which   I  i  the  best  advice  attainable,  the  civil  functionaries 

^  ......         .    .        .  .  should  join  him.  and  retire  to  the  rear  of  the  army, 

tunfidenti%l  medium  whilst  engaged  in  public  du- :  with  a  view  to  any  ulterior  deliberations  which 
les.  I  hav*  to  state '•  events  might  render   neces-^ary.     I  took   it  to  be 


j.i)iion   as  )to 

|Qay  have^derived  the  knowledge  through  any 
|unfidenti%l  medium  whilst  engaged  in  public  du- 
les.  I  hav*  to  state — 

That,  at  a  meeting  which  took  place  of  the 
tieads  of  pepartraenis,  at  the  President':!,  on  the 
flh  of  Jui/?,  at  which  1  also  was  present.  I  do  re- 
leraber  VjAt  a  paper  was  read  by  the  President. 
Ihich    ha^   been   furnished    by  the   Secretary  of 


in  conformity  with  this  wish  that  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  Secretary  of  War.  and  himself,  re- 
tired at  ihe  time,  and  in  the  manner.  I  have  stated, 
and  it  was  in  pursuance  of  it  that  I  accompanied 
them.  Whilst  still  on  the  field,  encompassed  by 
ar.  containing  an  esiimaie  of  all  our  land  foVce.  j  part  of  our  troops.  I  think  I  understood  the  two 

Secretaries  to  unite  in  opinion,  that  the  mode  in 


2|>  well   anf  its  distribution.     A  similar  one  was  i 

inhibited  ^f  the  naval  force,  prepared  by  the  Sec-  , 

I  votary  of  {he  Navy.     This,  too,  was  read   by  the 

P/esident.'   I  remember  the  assregate  amount  of 

|ke  land   tierce,  but  not  the  portions  of  it  as  then 

'^jjstributed  through  the  respective  military  dis- 

Sicts;  or.pt  least,  not  that  falling  within  district 
0.  5.  TJie  meeting  was  called,  and  the  estimate 
'force  submitted,  for  purposes  quite  distinct  from 
4|je  defoncr  of  district  No.  5.  The  latter  object 
jing  excluded,  renders   it,  I   presume,  unneces- 


which  they  bad  been  drawn  up  was  as  judicious  as 
the  time  and  circumstances  allowed.  But  of  this 
1  do  not  speak  with  confidence,  as  my  attention 
was  partly  taken  up  in  viewing,  from  hill  to  hill, 
the  contending  movements.  To  me  it  appeared 
plain  that  entire  ranks  of  our  men,  in  front,  were 
dispersed  by  the  shock  of  the  enemy,  before  any 
order  for  retreat  was  given  by  the  Commanding 
General. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  your 


Ary  that  l-should  trouble  the  committee  with  any  j  obedient  servant, 


RICHARD  RUSH. 


p'eiail  of  t^e  deliberations  or  resolutions  that  were 

id  upon  ^he  occasion. 

t     As  rogatds  the  other   branch  of  inquiry,  I  feel 

^  some  U'fs.     I  am  not  sure  that  I  do  remember 

•^ny  supplemental    facts,    which    the   committee 

•  lOight  (htttk  material  to  be  slated,  relative  to  what 

?  ftpolt  plac*  on  the  day  of  the  battle.     Upon  this 

'  ^subject  I  would,  with  the  most  entire  dtference, 

ibeg  leave<to  suggest,  that  perhaps  the  most  eligi- 

jljle  course*  would  be  for  me  to  answer  (as  I  should 

,  ffver  be  reidy  to  do)  to  such  interrogatories  as  the 

JMommitteJ  might  find  it  in  their  discretion  or  con- 

iltenience  "to   put,  rather  than   leave  in   my  own 

j^'j^ands  the.  choice  of  topics.     I  venture  upon  the 


Hon  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Chairman  Com.  of  Inquiry. 


No.  6. 


Communication  from  the  War  Department,  in- 
cluding the  orders  in  relation  to  the  tenth  mili- 
tary district,  the  requisition  of  the  ith  of  July, 
and  the  correspondence  icith  the  Governors  of 
Pennsylrania,  I'lrginia,  and  Maryland,  and 
with  General  Winder. 

Baltimore,  July  9,  1814. 


Sir:  The  objects  of  the  command  which  has 

been  conferred  upon  me  have  consequently,  since 

Ijireedom  iff  the  remark'from  the  fear  that"  I  may     I  received  it,  occupied  ray  serious  consideration. 

?|omit  or   Btroduce  matter,  which,  in   other   eyes.  ,      The  utmost  regular  force  which  it  is  probable 

',  ';might  w(iir  a   different   a'-pect  of  relationship  to 

•  ;  tthe   investigation,  to  what   it  bad   done  in   mine. 

jWhen  thi?  President  expressed   his  intention  of 

Jjoing  to  i31aden>burg,  he  observed,  while  on  the 

'toad,  thatJone  motive  with  hira  was,  that,  as  the 


can,  I 


f! 


n  the  present  state  of  affairs,  be  placed  at  my 
command,  including  the  force  neces.<:ary  for  gar- 
risoning the  several  forts,  will  not  exceed  one 
thousand  men,  and  some  weeks  will  necessarily 
elapse  before  the  detachments  from  Virginia  and 


I  Secretary*  of  War.  who  had  just  gone  on,  might  j  Carlisle  will  reach  my  district ;  the  detachments 
tie  able  t'p"  render  useful  assistance  towards  ar-  of  the  36th  and  3Sth  are,  therefore,  the  only  troops 
Vfangemei^'s  in  the  field,  it  would  be  best  that  the  that  I  can  expect  to  have  in  the  field  in  the  noean 
"jequisite  Sanction  to  it  should  beat  hand,  prevent-  time;  and  when  those  other  detachments  join, 
Ing  therejky,  at  a  moment  so  important,  any  pos- 
sible emlnrrassnient.  arisinr;  from  the  claims  or 


the  utmost  field  force  will  be  seven  to  eight  hun- 
dred. 


\ 
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In  conversation  with  you  at  Washington.  I  un- 
derstood the  idea,  at  present  entertained,  relative 
to  the  auxiliary  militia  force  proposed  for  the  Dis- 
trict, to  be,  that  it  shall  be  draughted  and  desig- 
nated, but  that  no  part  of  it  is  to  be  called  into  the 
field  until  the  hostile  force,  now  in  the  Chesa- 
peake, shall  be  reinforced  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
render  it  probable  that  a  serious  attack  is  con- 
templated. 

The  enemy's  fleet  has  now  spent   more  than  a 
twelvemonth   in   the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and,  during   that   time,  has  visited  almost  every 
river  falling  into  the  bay  ;  and  must  be  presumed 
to  have  such  accurate  information,  that,  whatev- 
er expedition  may  be  destined  to  these  waters  will 
have  a  definite  object,  to  the  execution  of  which, 
on   its  arrival,  it  will   proceed  with  the   utmost 
promptitude  and  despatch.     Should  Washington. 
Baltimore,  or  Annapolis,  be  their  object,  what  pos- 
sible chance  will  there  be  of  collecting  a   force, 
after   the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  to  interpose  be- 
tween  them  and   either  of  those  places?     They 
can  proceed,  without  dropping  anchor,  to  within 
three  hours'  rowing  and  marching  of  Baltimore; 
within  less  of  Annapolis  ;  and  upon   arriving  off 
South   river,  can  debark,  and   be  in  Washington 
m  a  day  and  a  half.     This  celerity  of  movement, 
on  their  part,   is  not  probable,  owing   to  adverse 
weather  and  other  causes  ;  but  if  the  enemy  has 
been   active,  while  in   our  waters,    to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  our  country,  of  which  there  can  be 
no  doubt^  and  should  be  favored  with  weather,  on 
the  arrival  of  reinforcements,  he  can  be  in  Wash- 
ington, Baltimore,  or    Annapolis,   in    four   days 
from   entering   the  Capes.     But  allowing,  liber- 
ally, for  all  causes  of  detention,  he  can  be  in  either 
of  those  places  in  ten  days  from  his  arrival.  What 
time  will  this  allow  us  to  hear  of  his  arrival,  to 
disseminate  through    the   intricate  and  winding 
channels   the  various  orders   to   the   militia,   for 
them  to  assemble,  have   their  officers  designated, 
their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition,  de- 
livered, the  necessary  supplies  provided,  or  for  the 
commanding  officer  to  learn   the  different  corps  ' 
and  detachments,  so  as  to   issue  orders  with   the  , 
promptitude  and  certainty  so  necessary  in  active  : 
operations?  If  theenemy'.s  force  should  be  strong,  j 
which,  if  it  come  at  all,  it  will  be,  sufficient  num-  i 
bers  of  militia  could  not  be  warned  and   run  to- ! 
gether,  even  as  a  disorderly  crowd,  without  arms, 
ammunition,  or  organization,  before  the  enemy 
would  already  have  given  his  blow. 

Would  It  not  then  be  expedient  to  increase  the 
force  of  my  command,   by  immediately  calling 
out  a  portion  of  militia  ;  so   that,   by  previously 
selecting  the  best  positions  for  defence,  and  in- 
creasing, as  tar  as  possible,  the  natural  advanta- 
ges of  these  position?,  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
might  be  retarded,   his   force  crippled,  and   time 
and  opportunity  thus  gained  for  drawing  together 
whatever  other   resources  of  defence    might  be 
competent  to  resist  the  enemy?     The  small  force 
of  regulars  will  be  incompetent  to  accomplish  any 
material  worksat  favorable  position?,  for  strength- 
ening the  defences,  and  to  supply  the  various  vi- 
detie  parties,  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  station, 


on  the  prominent  points  of  the  bay,  to  watch  the 
enemy,  and  communicate  his  movements  with 
the  greatest  possible  despatch. 

Allow  me,  sir,  respectfully  to  propose  that  four 
thousand  militia  be  called  out  without  delay.  I 
propose  to  station  these  in  equal  proportions,  in 
the  most  eligible  positions  between  South  river 
and  Washington, and  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore. 
Baltimore  could  not  be  aided  by  a  force  .stationed 
between  South  river  and  Washington,  unless  a 
force  were  on  the  sjx)t  to  retard  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  until  it  could  arrive,  and  so  with  re- 
spect to  the  force  at  Baltimore,  in  co-operating 
with  that  intended  to  defend  Washington.  Each 
could  assist  the  other  if  of  this  magnitude,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that,  with  materially  less  means 
actually  in  the  field  and  ready  for  instant  action, 
no  hope  can  be  entertained  of  opposing  the  enemy 
in  assailing  either  of  those  places. 

1  shall  proceed  to  Annapolis  to-morrow,  and 
have  but  little  doubt  that  the  Executive  of  Ma- 
ryland will  cordially  co-operate  in  affording  such 
means  as  it  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  call  for; 
and  I  beg  you  will  permit  me  to  procure  this,  or 
such   other   militia   force  as  the   President  may 


think  proper  immediately  to  be  called  out. 

I  sent  an  order  from  Washington  for  the  de- 
tachments of  the  36th  and  38ih  to  move  up  to  the 
head  of  South  river,  where  I  propose  to  meet 
them,  and  fix  upon  the  most  eligible  spot  for  the 
camp  intended  to  defend  Washington. 

You  will  please,  therefore,  to  direct  any  com- 
munications to  me,  to  Annapolis,  which  will  ena- 
ble me  to  make  the  requisite  arrangements  with 
the  Executive  of  Maryland  at  once. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.  lOth  Military  Dist. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^y  of  War. 


Uppeb  Marlborough,  July  16, 1814. 
Sir:  I  reached  this  place  last  evening,  in  my 
tour  of  examining  the  country.     From  what  I 
have  seen  and  learned,  it  appears  to  me  that  there 
cannot  be  found  a  place  of^  tolerable  convenience 
with   reference   to   the  objects  of  defence,  lor  aa 
encampment,  except  in  this  neighborhood.    Two 
places   near  here  offer  many  conveniences:  the 
one.  two  and  a  half  miles  on  the  Western  branch 
and  the  road  to  Bladensburg,  which  1  have  seen  ; 
the  other,  about  five  miles  on  the  road  to  Wash- 
ington   and    Piscataway,    near   the    Woodyard, 
which  I  shall   examine   to-day.     The   former   is 
represented  as  unhealthy  during  August  and  Sep- 
tember, but  possesses  all  other  requisites;  thelat- 
!  ter  IS  .said  to  be  healthy,  and  unless  there  should 
be  some  considerable  deficiency  towards  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  a  camp,  I  presume  will 
be  preferable;  and   if,   upon  examination,  I  shall 
find  It  eligible,   I  shall   order   the  36th  and  38th 
immediately  to  proceed  thither.     I  am  much  em- 
barrassed  about  the   situation  of  Annapolis  :    it 
cannot  be   defended  against  a  serious  attack  by 
land  and  water,  without  a  large  force  and  many 
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Capture  cf  the  City  of  Waahingtoiu 


eh  1^1  d  tbe  em-'m 
iri»|iis  quarter, 
iv?ali,be  of  thtj  uti 
pjr^j.     With'  th 


i^: 


aui|i^ioDal  W(^rks;  and  yet  it  appears  to  me  that, 
6h>|ld  tbe  ecvtny  contemplate  serious  operations 
with  any  considerable  force,  it 
umosl  importance  to  him  to  occu- 
the  command  of  the  water  an  en- 
^hment  <?{  seven  or  eight  hundred  yards, 
jterly  protected  by  batteries,  renders  it  secure 
1st  any  Attack  by  land.  It  furnishes  a  posi- 
in  every^respect  desirable  and  useful  to  him 
ukin^  Q«terpri$es  agamst  any  other  point, 
:a  safe  fetreat  against  every  calamity;  in 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  the  door  to  Wash- 
ii»^T'.*>n,  and  i^is  not  possible  for  us  to  shut  it  with 
oal  present  n;eans.  Fort  Madison,  besides  itsex- 
pAlt-ji  and  defenceless  situation,  except  from  an 
a^jliioach  dirict  by  water,  is  so  very  unhealthy 
<du]i^g  the  Aionths  of  August  and  September, 
iliit^it  i?  not  possible  to  keep  a  garrison  in  it.  It 
isili^vided  y^ith  two  fifty  pound  columbiads.  two 
txVj$ty-four  pounders,  two  eighteen  pounders,  one 
iwltve  and  o,ie  six  pounder.  These  guns  will  be 
exl^sed  to  certain  capture  if  they  are  left  there, 
afliwill  be  furned  against  the  town  and  Fort 
"  v'rn,  uith^  decisive  effect,  unless  we  can  find 
lean^  oUmaking  a  substantial  defence  of  the 

ciappears'^o  me  that  these  ijuns  should  be  re- 
.^  ■vied,  and  tt»e  post  mined,  ready  to  be  blown  up 
Wif^iever  an  attack  of  the  town  may  be  contem- 
p5,4^d.  I  cani^ot,  however,  but  again  remark  thai 
th»;/mportan«e  of  the  place  to  tbe  enemy,  in  ev- 
ei(j!f«ioint  of  view,  renders  it  of  the  last  import- 
a^iy^  to  be  dekended.  if  the  means  can  be  obtained. 
iJJ^A.  a  considerable  force  ought  to  be  instantly 
s^r^ithere  to  prepare  the  works  necessary  to  give 
at^jfince  of  successful  defence.  On  my  arrival 
h^|«^  last  t-vei^ing.  I  learned  that  an  express  had 
pi^d  throuah  this  place  to  the  Governor  of  Ma- 
rj^d.  wbo^tated  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  in- 
ftii^Ti^aiion  ihU  two  seventy-fours,  with  a  number 
o(^yQall  vess4*ls,  had  made  their  appearance  near 
l4ctnouth  of-  the  Potomac.  It  is  of  importance 
ii%P I  obtain ahe  earliest  intelligence,  if  this  be 
l^M',  and  I  beg,  if  you  have  any  intelligence 
v^if^hy  of  aiieniion,  thai  you  would  communi- 
Ci^jit  to  racjhere  without  delay.  By  the  return 
oi;/lie  exprew  to  Point  Lookout,  I  shall  write  to 
ll<^J)ersoii  erti ployed  there  to  give  intelligence, 
aiittdir^ct  hiia  to  transmit  me  by  express,  intel- 
liji^ce  of  alj  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I 
sJTij  also  estiiblish  express  lines  from  all  the  pro- 
r».|ij.'ni  point*  of  observation  on  the  bay,  unless 
tfti  ^  may  b€* already  established,  of  which  1  beg 
y«iiJ.to  ini'or?;!  me.  Tbe  Governor  and  Council 
pfSVlaryland  have  taken  steps  immediately  to 
c^iiply  with.the  requisition  of  the  General  Gov- 
r'l#Jient ;  bui  I  fear,  from  my  recent  experience, 
it  i^ill  be  in  vain  to  look  for  any  efficient  aid  upon 
a;\  Jdeo  cal^upon  the  militia. 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
J.  AfrMSTRONG,  Stfc'y  of  IVar. 


|R)n. 
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^        Nottingham,  Ju/y  17.  1814. 
jf^a:  We   lave  ipformaiion,  deemed  credible 
bt^  thai  the  enemy  are  advancing  up  this  river 


in  considerable  force.  I  have  called  the  detach- 
ment of  regulars  to  ibis  place,  who  will  be  here 
to-morrow.  The  alarm  is  going  out  to  assemble 
what  militia  force  can  be  collected;  and  I  take 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  propriety  of  sending 
to  this  point,  with  the  utmost  exF>ediiion,  tbe  ma- 
rine corps,  and  all  the  militia  force  ihai  can  be 
procured  from  ihe  District. 
Yours,  respectfully. 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
Brig.  Gen.,  lOth  Military  Dial. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Annapolis,  July  20,  1812. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  reached  me  on 
the  18th.  The  enemy  proceeded  no  further  up 
the  Patuxent  than  Hunting  croek,  where  he  land- 
ed and  committed  some  depredations  in  Calvert 
county.  He  has  since  returned  down  the  river, 
leaving  us  in  doubt  where  he  will  next  appear. 
I,  in  consequence,  hailed  the  three  companies  of 
city  volunteers  at  the  Woodyard,  and  the  detach- 
ments of  the  3Gth  and  38th  ai  Upper  Marlbor- 
ough, until  some  further  indication  shall  be  made 
by  the  enemy. 

I  have  seized  this  moment  to  proceed  to  this 
place  to  arrange  the  calling  of  the  Maryland  mi- 
litia, demanded  by  the  requisition  of  the  fourth 
instant.  This  will  be  immediately  attended  to 
by  the  Governor  of  this  State.  I  have  deemed 
it  advisable  to  call  for  the  highest  number  direct- 
ed by  the  President,  supposing  that,  by  this  means, 
we  might  possibly  get  the  lowest. 

I  shall  immediately  proceed  to  Baltimore,  to 
see  and  understand  the  means  of  defence  there, 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  and  orders. 
I  shall  leave  this  to-morrow  afternoon,  or  next 
day  morning  at  farthest,  (unless  some  movement 
of  tbe  enemy  renders  it  unneces'^ary)  and  pro- 
ceed to  tbe  country  between  Potomac  and  Pa- 
tuxent. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
Brig.  Gen.,  \Oth  Military  Ditt. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^y  of  War. 

N.  B. — The  Governor  informs  me  ihai  it  will 
not  be  in  his  power  to  supply  the  arms,  camp 
equipage,  dec.  to  the  quota.  Tbe  requisitions  al- 
ready made  and  expected  for  local  defence  have 
exhausted  the  State  arsenal. 

I  have  delayed  dismantling  Fort  Madison,  only 
because  it  will  excite  greater  sensation  and  clamor, 
and  by  that  means  proclaim  to  the  enemy  that  it 
was  not  to  be,  or  could  not  be,  defended,  and  thus 
invite  him  to  take  possession  of  it.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  dismantle  it  without  making  ii  pub- 
lic; and  I  have  deemed  it  more  expedient  to  risk 
the  loss  of  tbe  guns  there,  than,  by  removing 
them,  invite  the  enemy  to  take  the  place,  wbicH 
he  may  possibly  abstain  from  while  he  supposes 
the  place  will  be  defended. 

W.  H.  W. 
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Upper  Marlhorodoh.  July  23.  1814. 

Sir:  I  availed  myself  of  a  suspension  of  the 
enemy's  movements  to  proceed  to  Annapolis  and 
Baltimore,  to  attend  to  tbe  militia  calls  on  Mary- 
land. I  returned  her«  yesterday  at  two  o'clock. 
The  Governor  has  issued  orders  for  calling  out 
three  thousand  of  the  draughts,  under  the  requi- 
sition of  the  fourth  of  July  ;  and,  at  my  sugges- 
tion, has  appointed  Bladensburg  as  the  place  of 
rendezvous.  1  preferred  this  place,  because  it  was 
near  the  proposed  line  of  defence,  and  contiguous 
to  tbe  supplies  which  Washington  can  afford.  It 
will  be  necessary  that  arms,  ammunition,  accou- 
trements, tents,  and  camp  equipage,  be  deposited 
there  for  them.  I  have  no  knowledge  where 
these  articles  are  in  store,  nearest  that  point,  nor 
under  whose  charge  they  are.  I  must  pray  you 
give  the  necessary  orders  for  having  the  requisite 
deposites  made  at  that  place.  I  have  notified  the 
contractor. 

The  two  thousand  militia  from  General  Smith's 
division,  and  who  are  to  rendezvous  near  Balli- 


more,  will,  I  believe,  need  no  supplies  but  provis- 
ion  and   ammunition   from    the   United   States, 
Upon  these  points  I   have   taken  orders.     I   fear 
some  time  will  elapse    before  either  of  these  re- 
quisitions can   be  complied  with,  in   having  the 
men  assembled,  especially  the  former,  tbe  draught 
being  yet  to  be  made.     Slajor  Marsteller,  if  not 
too  much  occupied   at  Washington,  ought  to  be 
with  me  in  tbe  field  ;  but  bis  duties  will  call  him, 
probably,  to  so  many  different  points,  that  it  ap- 
pears   to  me  be  will  require  an  assistant.     The 
enemy's  force  is  divided  between  the  Potomac  and 
Patuxent.     The  accounts  which  ought  most  to 
be  credited,  give  five  hundred  as   having  landed 
from  the  Patuxent  squadron,  and  from  one  thou- 
sand to  fifteen  hundred  from  tbe  Potomac  squad- 
ron ;  and  although,  from  repeated  experience,  we 
are  forbid  to  rely  on  this  intelligence,  yet,  as  it  is 
tbe  only  direct  intelligence  we  have,  and  comes 
from  respectable  people  having  had  opportunities 
of  observation,   it  cannot  be  wholly  disregarded. 
I  shall,  therefore,  for  the  present,  still  retain  the 
city  volunteers,  and  keep  them  and  the  regulars 
ID   a  post  of  observation   and   readiness.     1  shall 
myself  proceed  nearer  tbe  enemy,  for  tbe  purpose 
of  better  information  and  observation. 

As  I  do  not  know  whether  only  the  quota  of 
the  District  militia  is  to  be  draughted  and  placed 
at  my  disposal,  or  whether,  on  occasion,  they  are 
all  considered  as  liable  to  requisition,  I  would 
thank  you  lor  information  on  that  subject.     As 
that    part   of  tbe  Pennsylvania  militia,  assigned 
for  my  district,  are   remote,  and  could   not   be 
called  out  upon  emergency,  might  it  not  be  ex- 
pedient to   draw  from   remotest   points,  leaving 
that  portion   of  the  militia  nearest  the  probable^ 
scene   of  action,  to  be  called  out  on  the  spur  of 
the  occasion?   A  deserter  from  the  British,  whose 
examination  I  have  seen,  says  they  talk  of  attack- 
ing Annapolis.     If  they  know  their  own  interest 
and  our  weakness,  in  fact  incapacity,  to  defend 
that  point,  ibey  certainly  will  possess  it. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  <Lc. 

W.  H.  WINDER 


Woodyard,  JtUy  23,  1814. 

Sir:  Since  I  wrote  you  this  morning,  I  have, 
j  under  all  circumstances,  deemed  it  expedient  to 
direct  Captain  Davidson  to  return  to  Washington 
with  his  detachment  of  volunteers. 

The  facility  with  which  they  can  turn  out  and 
proceed  to  any  point,  renders  them  nearly  as  ef- 
fective as  if  actually  kept  in  the  field;  and  the 
importance  to  them  individually  of  attending  to 
their  private  affairs,  decides  me,  even  in  the  doubt 
of  the  enemy's  probable  movement,  to  give  this 
order. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  upon  the  in- 
formation of  Captain  Doughty,  that  the  rifles 
they  have  are  very  defective  for  service;  and  it 
would  be  useful,  especially  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, if  they  could  be  supplied  with  better.  Cap- 
tain Burch's  artillery  are  also  without  swords. 
Whether  both  those  articles  are  supplied  to  the 
militia  of  the  Dtstnci  by  the  Government,  I  know 
not;  but  if  they  are  and  can  be.  the  probable  de- 
mand for  the  services  of  the  militia  of  ilie  Dis- 
trict, and  their  importance  in  the  scale  of  our 
force,  would  render  it  desirable  they  should  be 
supplied. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  suggest,  upon  the  informa- 
tion of  the  commanding  officers  of  companies, 
that,  if  the  tents  and  camp  equipage  were  respect- 
ively left  under  their  charge,  it  would  enable 
them  to  march  when  called  upon  with  much 
greater  promptitude. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
I  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.,  lOih  Military  Dist. 

Hon.  J.  Ar.m8trong,  Sec'y  of  IVar. 


Warbdrton,  near  Fort  Washington, 

July  25,  1814. 
Sir:  From  the  enclosed  representation  of  Lieu- 
tenant Edwards,  and  my  own  observation  in  con- 
firmation thereof,  Fort  VVashington  is,  in  several 
respects,  incomplete  in  its  state  of  preparation  for 
defence.  If  the  eighteen  pound  columbiads  are 
not  mounted  even  in  the  block-house,  ammuni- 
tion ought  to  be  sent  down  for  them  and  the 
eighteen  pounders  on  the  water  battery.  Lieu- 
tenant Edwards  will  send  a  requisition  for  the 
quantity  and  kind  of  ammunition  necessary.  Can 
Colonel  Wadsworth,  or  the  proper  department  at 
Washington,  have  the  platform  enlarged,  which 
will  be  necessary  to  render  the  battery  of  the 
fort  effectual? 

I  shall  proceed  down  as  far  as  Port  Tobacco 
to-day. 

I  am.  with  great  respect.  &c.. 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen..  lOth  Military  Dist. 

Hon.  J.  Ar.m strong,  Sec^y  of  War. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Edwards. 

Fort  Washington,  ^u/y  25,  1814. 
Sir:   I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the 
defenceless  situation  of  this  post.     The  necessity 
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cliiiiouDting  heavy  artillery  in  the  block-house  is 

a*tirent  to  -every  military  character  who  is  ac- 

<{t%finled  wi!h  the  ground  adjacent  to  the  works. 

.I'tj*  true  a  ftw  eighteen  pound  columbiads  have 

*'b^|i  sent  here,  but  there  are  no  means  to  enable 

u*iD  mountithem  :  we  are  destitute  of  a  gin  and 

ta  Tie.     Th^  width  of  the  platform  in  the  fort  is 

ar  itiher  subjfct  upon  which  frequent  representa- 

':  til  '\s  (I  understand)  were  made  to  General  Bloom- 

'  ti<5t^-  ^"'  without  effect.     The  depth  of  platforms 

f<J .heavy  pieces  is  generally  from  three  to  four 

til^s.  but  5eidom  less  than  three.     The  width  of 

tl.  4  is  but  fourteen  feet,  very  little  more  than  two 

toiis.     At  liie  first  discbarge  of  our  heavy  guns. 

I  Ekve   kno^vn    them    to   recoil   to   the  hurtoirs. 

\^en  they  ire  heated  they  would  undoubtedly 

Ti*4  over  it, land  thus  be  rendered  useless  for  a 

jhn  the  wBter  battery  there  are  mounted  five 
em^lleot  loi^g  eighteen  pounders,  (shipguns,)  but 
tl^r^  is  not  ^  pound  of  ammunition  for  them.  In 
Ccif  of  an  attack  by  water,  tliif  utility  of  these 
)uld;  ! 
s  aca 
fit, .)  importance  to  have  a  battery  near  the  level 
of^itbe  wate/,  so  as  to  strike  the  hull  of  the  ship 
irii  horizonial  line  ;  for  the  chance  of  hitting  the 
o^ect  is  much  greater  than  when  firing  from  an 
'elfvation  ;  \theD  it  is  only  an  intersection  of  the 
li{^  of  fire  by  the  line  of  the  surface  that  the  ball 
Ci^ij  strike  a  ship's  bull.  In  the  first  case  the  gun- 
p^bas  onlyi  to  move  bis  piece  horizontally;  in 
il]|'  other  hg  must  combine  his  direction  with 
ll^e  of  his  Elevation  and  the  progress  of  the  ship. 
^ome  of  ihe  gun  cariages  in  the  fort  are  in 
bi?J  order,  but  not  so  much  so  as  to  render  them 
•  ii|sierviceable.  You  will  perceive  by  this  morn- 
"iy's  report,  which  I  enclose,  what  is  the  strength 
joj  my  forcy.  those  reported  sick  are  invalids; 
ftl|(ise  on  e^ira  duty,  are  men  employed  in  the 
jb|ke-house,]garden,  dec,  and  who  are  from  bodily 
*d|fects  incapable  of  guard  duty,  but  would  be 
i'S^pviceablein  the  action. 

I  ha\ie  the  honor  to  be,  Jcc, 

•      JAMES  L.  EDWARDS, 
LxefUenant,  comm'g  Fort  Washington. 


I 


^gJ:^s  would;  soon   be  discovered.     In  defendin.; 
,-^elves  acainst   maritime  attacks,  it  is  of  the 


•  f  I  

\\  Qjlonel  WadsMorth^s  Report. 

>J\.  couple  of  hands  were  ordered  from  Green- 
lli^f's  Point  on  Monday,  to  execute  the  necessary 

\  ribairs  of  the  gun  carriages  at  Fort  Washington. 
"f  fie  platfopm  is  undoubtedly  too  narrow,  as  well 
ii|,lthe  parapet,  but  I  think  Lieutenant  Edwards 
i*inistaken!in  representing  it  to  be  but  fourteen 

,  iV*t.     It   was   directed    to   be   made    twenty  or 

•ty?enty-tw(>  feti,  if  I  do  not  misrecollect.     The 

,(^jadvaniage  of  too  narrow  a  platform  may  be 

obviated  with  no  great  diflSculty,  by  checking  the 

r^toil  of  ti'ie  piece  by  means  of  an  elastic  hand- 

i^ijke  introcjuced  between  the  spokes  of  the  wheels 

ti);  prevent'them   from  turning.     The  defect   of 

.&ij*  insufficient  parapet  is  not  so  easily  obviated. 

.§;  would    be    advisable    I    think,   at    a    proper 

tt^ie,  to  make  a  new   wall  in  front,  fifteen  or 

Hv*lve  feet  in  advance  of  the   present,  which 


would  give  sufficient  extent,  a?  well  for  the  plat- 
form as  parapet,  without  disturbing  the  maga- 
zine, &c.  The  whole  original  design  was  bad, 
and  it  is  therefore  impossible  to -make  a  perfect 
work  of  it  by  any  alterations. 

Two  hundred  rounds  of  shot  and  cartridges  for 
eighteen  pounders  can  be  sent  down,  if  thought 
proper.  I  directed  some  grape  shot  for  the  eigh- 
teen pound  columbiads  to  be  prepared  lung  ago. 
A  tackle  and  fall,  to  mount  those  guns  lo  the 
block-house,  will  be  provided. 

Captain  Marsteller,  whom  I  have  just  seen,  in- 
forms me  there  was  a  good  tackle  and  fall  at  Fort 
Washington  when  he  left.  He  says  the  platform 
was  made  above  twenty  feet  wide. 

D.  WADSWORTH. 


Port  Tobacco,  July  26,  1814. 
Sir:  From  the  uniform  train  of  information 
yesterday,  the  enemy  are  descending  both  the 
Potomac  and  the  Patuxent.  I  cannot,  however, 
rely  implicitly  on  the  intelligence.  I  expect  more 
certain  intelligence  this  morning.  I  expect  the 
enemy  will  move  up  the  bay  next,  and  I  shall  not 
be  surprised  to  find  Annapolis  his  object,  which 
I  fear  would  fall  before  five  hundred  men.  As 
soon  -as  I  am  certain  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  I  shall  return  to  Marlborough,  and  thence 
as  circumstances  may  require. 

What  prospect  of  the  cavalry  from  Carlisle, 
and  the  detachment  from  Virginia?  I  hare  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  neither. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  «3cc.. 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
Brig.  Gen.,  lOth  Military  Dist. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^y  of  War. 


PiacATAWAY,  JxUy  27,  1814. 

Sir:  I  returned  to  this  place  from  Port  To- 
bacco this  morning. 

One  of  the  enemy's  frigates,  the  Loire,  it  is 
said  passed  through  the  Kettle  Bottoms,  but  re- 
turned the  day  before  yesterday  to  Clement's 
bay,  where  two  seventy-fours  still  remain.  I 
have  not  obtained  information  where  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fleet  are.  If  thereare  any  of  their 
vessels  in  the  Patuxent,  they  are  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  I  expect  to  hear  of  them 
next  up  the  bay.  I  shall  go  on  immediately  to 
Marlborough,  where,  or  near  it,  I  bball  remain 
until  the  movements  of  the  enemy  may  call  me 
away. 

General  Stewart  has  a  very  con^^idtrable  force 
at  or  near  Cedar  Point;  Colonel  Beall  has  his 
regiment  and  a  troop  of  cavalvy  at  Port  Tohacco; 
and  Colonel  Bowie  with  his  regiment  is  at  Not- 
tingham ;  the  regulars  under  my  command  are  at 
Marlborough,  between  the  enemy  and  any  possi- 
ble approach  to  Washington.  The  Governor  is 
exerting  himself  to  collect  a  force  at  Annapolis. 

I  have  employed  myself  without  intermission 
in  examining  the  country,  and  have  acquired  a 
knowledge  ot  its  topography,  which  will  be  ex- 
tremely useful  to  rae. 
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I  should  have  proceeded  lower  down  had  the 
enemy's  force  been  up  the  rivers  Potomac  c  Pa- 
tuxent;  but  the  retrograde  movements  on  both 
the  rivers  induces  me  to  suppose  they  will  pro- 
ceed to  some  other  point,  and  I  return  to  Marl- 
borouc'h  to  be  ready  whenever  he  may  appear. 

I  have  heard  nothing  as  yet  of  the  dragoons 
from  C.trlisle,or  the  detachment  of  infantry  from 
Virginia.  Are  there  not  enough  recruits  of  the 
thirty-sixth  and  thirty-eighth  to  form  a  company 
each?  If  either  have  fifty  men,  would  it  not  be 
advisable  to  organize  and  order  them  to  join  ? 

This  will  be  delivered  you  by  Major  Stewart, 
who  goes  by  the  way  of  Washington,  will  join 
me  at'Marlborough.  and  take  any  commands  you 
may  have  for  me. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dec. 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.,  lOth  Military  Dist. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec'y  of  War. 


I  am,  sir.  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
Hon.  J.  Armstrong.  Sec^y  of  War. 


PiscATAWAY,  July  27,  1814, 
Sir:  In  the  third  paragraph  of  ray  letter,  just 
finished,  and  which  will  accompany  this,  I  have 
used  general  expressions  relative  to  the  force,  in 
order^that,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  use 
any  information  I  have  communicated  to  tran- 
quillize the  morbid  sensibility  of  the  people  of  the 
District,  no  injurious  disclosure  may  be  made  ; 
and  I  add  a  more  specific  account  of  the  force  in 
a  separate  letter  for  your  information. 

General  Stewart  stales  his  force  at  eight  hun- 
dred; Colonel  Beall  has  three  hundred  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  forty  dragoons ;  Colonel 
Bowie  has,  I  presume,  three  hundred.  The  Gov- 
ernor has  been,  in  vain,  endeavoring  to  assemble 
the  neighboring  militia  at  Annapolis;  he  had 
called  on  Frederick  county,  and  some  militia 
were  coming  in  from  thence,  when  I  last  was  at 
Annapolis.  All  this  force  is,  however,  called  out 
by  the  authority  of  the  Slate  laws,  and  is  not 
under  my  command.  But  they  do  and  will  co- 
ooerale  toward  the  general  defence.  I  am,  dec, 
^  W.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier  General. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec'y  of  War. 


Port  Tobacco,  Augiusi  1,  1S14. 

Sir:  I  learn  this  morning,  in  a  manner  which 
leaves  me  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  the  enemy 
have  retired  down  near  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
if  he  has  not  left  it,  with  all  his  ships.  A  rumor, 
not  so  well  authenticated,  but  very  probable, 
states  the  force  in  the  Patuxent  to  be  increased 
and  ascending  that  river. 

I  have  halted  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Scott  at  Piscaiaway,  where  they  will 
wait  until  some  ascertained  movement  of  the 
enemy  shall  render  it  necessary  for  them  to 
move  to  some  other  point. 

I  shall  see  General  Stewart,  of  the  militia,  this 
morning,  and  then  be  able  to  speak  more  de- 
cidedly. 


Balti.more,  .4t/^«f  13, 1814. 
Sir:    In   consequence   of  the   two   regiments 
which  were  draughted  from  General  Smith's  di- 
vision, under  the  requisition  of  April  last,  being 
accepted  as  part  of  the  quota  of  Maryland,  under 
the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  of  the  im- 
practicability, besides  impropriety  of  calling  any 
portion    of    those    draughted    from    the    Eastern 
Shore,  and  the  necessity  of  leaving  all  the  men 
immediately  upon  the  bay,  and  low  down  upon 
the    rivers,   for    local    defence   on   the   Western 
Shore,   the   remaining  portion  of  the  Maryland 
draughts  to  be  assembled  at  Bladensburg,  instead 
of  being  three  thousand,  will  not  much  exceed  as 
many  hundred.  I  shall  require  the  Governor  to  or- 
der out  all  the  draughts  that  can  possibly  be  spared 
from  the   three  lower  brigades  on  the  Western 
Shore;  but   since  the  whole  number  draughted 
on  the  Western  Shore,  exclusive  of  those  drawn 
from  General  Smith's  division,  do  not  amount  to 
fifteen  hundred,  I  apprehend  that,  after  all  shall  be 
assembled,  under  this  second  order  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maryland,  they  will    not   exceed    one 
thousand  men.     The  most  convenient  and  imme- 
diate  resource  to  supply  this  deficiency,  which 
occurs  to  me,  will  be  to  take  the  militia  drawn 
out   under   the  State  authority,  and  now  assem- 
bled at  Annapolis,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand 
men.  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to 
call  on   the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  one 
regiment.     This  would  make  the  militia  force 
(independent    of    the    two    regiments    near    this 
place)    under   my  command    between    two  and 
three   thousand   men,   and   would   complete   the 
views  of  the  President   in  "the  order  communi- 
cated  to   rae  by  you,  to  call  for  not  more  than 
three,  nor  less  than  two  thousand  over  and  above 
the  two  regiments  here. 

The  objects  for  which  the  militia  were  caHed 
to  Annapolis,  were  such  as  to  make  it  proper  that 
the  force  should  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
commander  of  the  10th  military  district.  Some 
force  ought  and  must  be  kept  at  Annapolis,  and 
if  it  should  be  deemed  proper  to  authorize  me  to 
accept  them,  I  should  leave  them  there  until  some 
necessity  occurred  requiring  them  elsewhere;  and 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  advancing  a  detach- 
ment there,  would  be  avoided. 

These  men  are  only  called  out  for  sixty  days, 
which  may.  perhaps,'be  long  enough,  and  will, 
at  all  eveiiis,  afford  sufficient  time  to  ascertain 
whether  a  further  force  will  be  necessary.  They 
are  already  in  the  field,  equipped  in  all  respects, 
and  organized.  A  saving  of  their  equipments 
will  be  gained  by  the  United  States,  and  all  the 
time  and  trouble  of  calling  a  force  in  their  place. 
I  shall  proceed  for  Bladensburg  and  Washing- 
ton to-morrow,  or  the  day  following. 
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;  :|{ia?e  the;honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect. 
iyoi|  most  objjdient  servant. 
,    It  i  W.  H.  WINDER. 

:     /"  *      Brig.  Gen,,  10th  Military  Dist. 

Pon.  J.  AiMSTRo.NG,  Sec'ry  of  War. 


War  Department,  Aug.  22,  1814. 

i)tkK  General:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  is  re- 

fred. 
'n  the  for^e  in  the  Potomac  we  do  not  know 
;af  1,'inch  as  vre  ought.  Their  fleet  is  said  to  con- 
isikfff  six  frigates,  one  of  which  had  got  aground 
;d|);  jhe  Keitfe  Bottoms.  They  have  on  board 
^itik  troops  crf  marines  which  had  been  previously 
2ij<«iraped  on^St.  George's  Island.  General  Par- 
k^|t  Js  observing  ihern  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
jrijTi'r  at  the  ",head  of  a  small  brigade  of  militia. 
iit|4t  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred. 
•^  ;|!Ji closed  i^  a  letter  from  General  Douglas,  of 
jL\*Jtldoun.  I  Bave  ordered  him  to  come  on  directly. 
Wji^out  seekcT'g  a  rendezvous  with  General  Hun- 
g:-|tft)rd.  A  detachment  of  the  12lh  infantry  (re- 
pHits)  arrivi'd  here  yesterday.  They  shall  be 
aruied,  equij^ped.  and  marched  to  the  Woodyard 
ilii*  morning.  The  Baltimore  brigade  will  beat 
pijHensburgfto  day.  Would  if  not  be  well  to 
atji;^^'  Barnoy's  seamen  (six  hundred)  and  some 
jo'lffir  troops  bn  the  right  of  Nottingham  ?  A  de- 
)n;($i>stration  .which  shall  menace  the  rear  of  the 
ecii^y  and  rheir  communication  with  the  ship- 
pirjj^  will,  if;  it  does  not  actually  stop,  at  least 
*v»-c5(  much  rttard  their  progress. 
!  .\^J^:  sir.  w;ith  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
>CTi>nt. 

W  :  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Mig.  Genfjral  Winder, 
\        Pri*ce  George's  county,  Md. 


)  "Washington  City,  Aug.  19,  1814, 

;jr:  Ibegjleave  to  suggest,  through  you.  for 
Jhi  Vonsideralion  of  the  President,  the  following 
pr  jVDsitions  :* 

i^ould  It  tTe  expedient,  under  the  direction  of 
•ihi  Navy  D>  partment.  to  have  vessels  ready  to 
be  yfcunk  in  tije  Potomac,  at  Fort  Washington,  or 
ot^<a-  proper  point,  at  a  moment's  warning,  toob- 
strfjct  the  navigation? 

:  ilTould  It  jiot  be  proper  to  put  all  the  boats, 
?wi|(ch  can  b«:  propelled  by  oars,  that  are  at  this 
jpl^ie,  under  ihe  control  of  the  Navy  Department. 
aiJlf'ort  Washington,  to  transport  troops  across 
;;tb|  {river  froeii  either  side,  as  circumstances  may 
■re^iiire?        < 

lyould  it  not  be  expedient,  in  our  present  desti- 
'iul'-.conditioh  of  military  force,  to  put  the  marine 
coi-js  into  setvice,  or,  at  all  events,  to  cause  them 
tOjfiinforce  Kort  Washington  at  a  moment's  no- 
■ii(i'or  to  be;  applied,  as  circumstances  require, 

:.py  point  vf  defence  ? 

;tom  the  great  and  overwhelming  force  of  the 
.ecyay  on  wafler,  it  is  no  longer  useful  to  keep  the 
;fliJila  armed  io  the  Patuxent;  might  not  that 
if^  j«  be  applied  to  some  stationary  point  of  de- 
jfiJioe  on  lanj,  or  be  subjected  in  some  way  to  co- 


it  o  t 
I 
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operate   ia   the  general  arrangements  which  the 
commander  of  the  district  may  make  ? 

Serious  difficulties  have  already  arisen  from 
collision,  in  the  Patapsco,  with  the  command  of 
Fort  McHenry  and  the  flotilla,  in  performing  the 
duty  of  guard  and  look-out,  the  flotilla  boat  hav- 
ing stopped  and  kept  in  custody  all  night  the 
look-out  boat  of  the  fort. 

Would  it  be  advisable  for  the  commander  of 
the  district,  or  any  other  public  authority,  to  make 
an  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the  country,  at  the 
present  moment,  for  volunteers,  without  regard 
to  their  legal  obligations  as  railitia  men  ?  A 
large  force  very  useful  might  be  obtained,  proba- 
by,  in  this  way,  which  would  cost  only  provision 
and  ammunition.  In  fine,  would  it  not  be  advis- 
able, without  regard  to  forms,  too  slow  for  the 
emergency,  to  invite  and  call  in  every  man  that 
can  be  found  ?  This  is,  perhaps,  more  expedient, 
because  I  have  received  official  information  that 
the  Pennsylvania  militia  are  not  in  a  state  to  be 
called  out  legally  ;  the  former  law  having  expired 
the  1st  of  July,  and  the  law  of  last  session  not 
taking  effect  as  to  organization  until  October  next. 
1  take  this  occasion  to  state  that  I  have  called  for 
the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  en  masse  ; 
for  General  West's  brigade  in  Prince  George's 
county,  and  General  Williams's,  of  Anne  Arun- 
del, also  en  masse;  and  the  Baltimore  brigades, 
also  en  masse.  I  shall  forward  by  expresss,  imme- 
diately, demands  for  five  hundred  men  each,  from 
all  the  brigades  on  the  Western  Shore  of  Mary- 
land, and  the  counties  which  border  the  Potomac 
on  the  Virginia  side.  General  Hungerford,  North- 
ern Neck,  has  a  force  in  the  field  which  I  have 
called  on  him  to  march,  without  delay,  to  this 
place.  The  result  of  all  these  operations  will  be 
certainly  slow,  and  extremely  doubtful  as  to  the 
extent  offeree  produced. 

I  am.  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.,  lOth  Military  Dist. 

Hon.  Secretary  or  War. 


Sir:  The 


Wahuinoton,  August  21,  1814. 
calls  which   have  been   made  upon 


the  militia  officers,  and  the  appeals  to  the  people 
to  turn  out.  is  likely  to  produce,  in  haste,  an  un- 
certain force  in  itsamountand  armament;  prob- 
ably, very  considerable  in  numbers.  I  beg  leave, 
therefore,  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  augment- 
ing the  quantity  of  arms  immediately  at  this 
place  or  its  vicinity;  perhaps  Foxall's  works 
would  be  a  good  and  safe  depot,  and  sufficiently 
convenient.  They  can  be  drawn,  by  immediate 
exertions,  in  sufficient  time.  All  the  flints  that 
the  utmost  efforts  can  produce,  ought  to  be  col- 
lected here  without  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
HoQ.  J.  Armatrono, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headqijartebs,  Combs's,  near 

Eastern  Branch  Bridge, 

Wednesday,  August  24, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  establish  my 

headquarters   here,   the  most  advanced  position 


live  and  harassing  movements  of  the  troops,  to 
interpose  before  the  enemy  at  Bladensburg  about 
five  thousand  men.  including  three  hundred  and 
fifty  regulars  and  Commodore  Barney's  com- 
mand.    Much    ihe   largest  portion  of  this  force 


convenient  to  the  troops,  and  nearest  information,  arrived  on  the  ground  when  the  enemy  were  in 
I  shall  remain  stationary  as  much  as  possible,  that  i  ^'ght.  and  were  disposed  to  support,  in  the  best 
I  may  be  the  more  readily  found,  to  issue  orders, 


manner,  the  position  which  General  Stansbury 
had  taken.  They  had  barely  reached  the  ground 
before  the  action  commenced,  which  was  about 
one  o'clock,  P.  M.  of  the  24th  instant,  and  con- 
tinued about  an  hour. 

The  contest  was  not  so  obstinately  maintained 
as  could  have  been  desired,  but  was  by  parts  of 
the  troops  sustained  with  great  spirit,  and  with 
prodigious  effect ;  and  had  the  whole  of  our  force 
been  equally  firm,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
the  enemy  would  have  been  repulsed,  notwith- 
standing all  the  disadvantages  under  which  we 
fought.  The  artillery  from  Baltimore,  supported 
bv  Major  Pinkney's  rifle  battalion,  and  a  part  of 
Captain  Doughty's  from  the  Navy  Yard,  were 
in  advance  to  command  the  pass  of  the  bridge  at 
Bladensburg,  and  played  upon  the  enemy,  as  I 
have  since  learned,  with  very  destructive  effect; 
but  the  rifle  troops  were  obliged,  after  some  time, 
to  retire,  and.  of  course,  the  artillery.  Superior 
numbers,  however,  rushed  upon  them,  and  made 
their  retreat  necessary,  not.  however,  without 
great  loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Major  Pink- 
ney  received  a  severe  wound  in  his  right  arm. 
after  he  had  retired  to  the  left  flank  of  Slansbury's 
brigade.  The  right  and  centre  of  Slansbury's 
brigade,  consisting  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ragan's 
and  Shutz's  regiments,  generally  gave  way  very 
soon  afterwards,  with  the  exception  of  about  forty 
rallied  by  Colonel  Ragan,  after  having  lost  his 
horse,  and  a  whole  or  a  part  of  Capuin  Trower's 
company,  both  of  whom  General  Stansbury  rep- 
resents to  have  made,  even  thus  deserted,  a  gal- 
lant stand.  The  fall  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Baltimore.  August  27,  1814.  Ragan  received  from  his  horse,  together  with  his 
Sir  :  When  the  enemy  arrived  at  the  mouth  |  great  efforts  to  sustain  his  position,  rendered  him 
of  the  Potomac,  of  all  the  militia  which  1  had  j  unable  to  follow  the  retreat ;  we  have  therefore 
been  authorized  to  assemble,  there  were  but  about  to  lament  that  this  gallant  and  excellent  officer 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  in  the  field;  from  i  has  been  taken  prisoner;  he  has,  however,  been 
thirteen  tofourteen  hundred  under  General  Sians- 1  paroled,  and  I  met  him  here  recovering  from  the 
bury,  near  this  place,  and  about  two  hundred  and  \  bruises  occasioned  by  his  fall.  The  loss  of  his 
fifty  at  Bladensburg, under  Lieut. ColonelKramer;  j  services  at  this  moment  is  serious.  The  fifth  Bal- 
the  slow  progre->-s  of  draught,  and  the  imperfect  ,  timore  regiment,  under  Lieutenat  Colonel  Ster- 
organization,  with  the  ineffectiveness  of  the  laws  |  ret,  being  the  left  of  Brigadier  General  Stans- 
to  compel  them  to  turn  out,  rendered  it  impossi-  \  bury's  brigade,  still,  however,  stood  their  ground, 
ble  to  have  procured  more.  and,  except  for  a  moment,  when  part  of  them  re- 

The  militia  of  this  State,  and  of  the  contigu-    coiled  a  few  steps,  remained  firm,  and  stood  until 
ous  parts   of   Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  were  ;  ordered  to  retreat  with  a  view  to  prevent  them 
called  on  en  masse,  but  the  former  miliiia  law  of    from  being  outflanked. 
Pennsylvania  had  expired  on  the  first  of  June  or        The  reserve  under  Brigadier  General  Smith,  of 


and  collect  together  the  various  detachments  of 
militia,  and  give  ihem  as  rapid  a  consolidation 
and  organization  as  possible. 

With  great  respect,  yours,  dtc. 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.,  lOth  Military  Dist. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S.  The  news  up  the  river  is  very  threaten- 
ing. Barney'i,  or  some  other  force,  should  occu- 
py" the  batteries  at  Greenleafs  Point  and  the 
Navy  Yard.  I  should  be  glad  of  the  assistance 
of  counsel  from  yourself  and  the  Government. 
If  more  convenient.  I  should  make  an  exertion  to 
go  to  you  the  first  opportunity. 

fiorE. — The  following  memorandum  was  en- 
dorsed on  the  back  of  the  foregoing  letter,  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Secretary  Armstrong: 

"Went  to  General  Winder;  found  there  the 
President ;  Mr.  Monroe  had  also  been  there,  but 
had  set  out  to  Bladensburg  to  arrange  the  troops, 
ajd  give  them  an  order  of  battle,  as  I  understood  ; 
saw  no  necessity  for  ordering  Barney  to  Green- 
leafs  Point  or  Navy  Yard.  Advised  the  Com- 
modore to  join  the  army  at  Bladensburg.  and  or- 
dered Minor's  regiment  to  that  place.  Advised 
General  Winder  to  leave  Barney  and  the  Balti- 
more brigade  upon  the  enemy's  rear  and  right  flank. 
while  he  put  himself  in  front  with  all  the  rest  of 
his  force.  Repeated  this  idea  in  my  letter  to  him 
oflhe22d." 


July,  and  the  one  adopted  in  its  place  is  not  to 
take  effect  in  organizing  the  militia,  before  Oc- 
tober. No  aid,  therefore,  has  been  received  from 
that  State. 

After  all  the  force  that  could  be  put  at  my  dis- 
posal in  that  short  time,  and  making  such  dispo- 
sitions as  I  deemed  best  calculated  to  present  the 
most  respectable  force  at  whatever  point  the  ene- 
my might  strike,  I  was  enabled,  by  the  most  ac- 


the  District  of  Columbia,  with  the  militia  of  the 
city  and  Georgetown,  with  the  regulars,  and  some 
detachments  of  Maryland  militia,  flanked  on  their 
right  by  Commodore  Barney  and  his  brave  fel- 
lows, and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall.  still  were  to 
the  right  on  the  hill,  and  maintained  the  contest 
for  some  time  with  great  effect. 

It  is  not  with  me  to  report  the  conduct  of  Com- 
modore Barney  and  his  command,  nor  can  I  speak 
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'.  f*  j|ii  observation,  bein?  too  remote  ;  but  the  con- 

■  c\ijrent  lestHnony  of  all  who  did  observe  them. 
i  d^^  ttiem  Uie  highest  justice  for  their  brave  re- 
I  .<*iJaDce.  arifj  the  destructive  effect  they  produced 
I  oftihe  enenly.  Commodore  Barney,  after  having 
'.  lijl  his  horsj:',  took  post  near  one  of  his  guns,  and 
'  tlfeyp,  unfortunately,  received  a  severe  wound  in 
ft<'i  thigh,  c^nd  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
i  efc^my. 

\  l^/aptain  ^liller.  of  Marines,  was  wounded  in 
i  l|t4arra,  fighting  bravely.  From  the  best  intel- 
-  Jfv'ince,  there  remains  but  little  doubt  that  the 
;  e|^my  lost  at  least  four  hundred  killed  and 
;  vvtuinded.  arid  of  these  a  very  unusual  portion 
'Jifc^ed.     Oui  loss  cannot,  I  think,  be  estimated  at 

■  ufye  than  f.om  thirty  to  forty  killed,  and  fifty  or 
I  b^Jy  woumled. 

I  fXou  will  readily  understand  that  it  is  impossi- 
I  bu^ifor  me  to  speak  minutely  of  the  merit  or  de- 
.  nK-Tit  of  particular  troops  so  little  known  to  me 
I  i^/n  their  recent  and  hasty  assemblage.  My  sub- 
j  s^uent  raof  enaitnts,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
'  ajwrnuch  of  my  force  as  possible,  gaining  rein- 
}  fyfcements,  t»nd  protecting  this  place,  you  already 


iw. 


u 


{ 


I  am.  with  very  great  respect,  Jcc. 

WM.  H.  WINDER. 


-4 


P  ;     Brig.  Geiu,  lOlk  Military  Dist. 

jifcJoQ.  J.  ^MSTRONO,  Sfc^ru  of  War. 
li  \  ^  If  J 

;^.  S.  Wf  have  to  lament  that  Captain  Ster- 
n  11  of  the  51h  Baltimore  regiment,  has  al.>o  been 
V  junded,  but  is  doing  well ;  other  officers,  no 
d  i^ibt,  deserve  notice,  but  I  am  as  yet  unable  to 
p  i^ticularizi*. 

\        \        

f^tral  Order  erecting  the  Tenth  Military  Dis- 
;  [^ct,  and'lettera  from  the  Secretary  of  IVar  to 
General   fVinder. 

'  War  Department, 

.  Adjutarit  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

.  ;  :  July  2.  18U. 

CjP.NERAL  Orders  : 

J  The  Slat.?  of  Maryland,  the  District  of  Colum- 
iM.  and  thut  part  of  Virginia  lying  between  the 
I|:.ppahannc)ck  and  Potomac  rivers,  will  consti- 
i|(.f  a  separate  military  district  (No.  10)  under 
li^  command  of  Brigadier  Ge.ieral  Winder. 

[i3y  order:  JOHN  R.  BELL, 

Assistant  Inspector  General. 


War  Department,  July  18,  1814. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  my  circular  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  which  subjects  to  your  call  the  quota 
of  Maryland  militia,  you  are  also  authorized  to 
draw,  from  that  of  Virginia,  two  thousand  men, 
and  from  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania,  five  thous- 
and. The  whole  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand,  is 
kept  in  a  disposable  stale,  and  subject  to  your 
orders. 

f^'ote. — The   detached    militia   of    Maryland 
amounted  to  six  thousand. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig.  Gen.  Winder. 


War  Department,  July  2,  1814. 
i^iR:    Your  letters  of  the  30ih  instant    have 
I;  .^n  receivifd. 

Enclosed  is  an  order  constituting  a  new  mili- 
ti  ny  district  and  assigning  you  to  ihe  command 
t  .^reof.  Mtejor  Stewart  has  permission  to  serve 
11  jour  sta<r  It  would  be  desirable  to  see  you 
I  re  as  soofi  as  it  may  be  convenient  for  you  to 
c,  line.  ' 

:I  am,  v^ry  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
s  rlTant, 

;  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

•Brig.  Geo.  Wm.  H.  Winder,  Baltimore. 


I 


War  Department,  July  28,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th  instant. 
Lieutenant  Edwards's  representation  is  referred 
to  Colonel  Wadsworth,  with  orders  to  supply 
what  may  be  wanting  at  Fort  Washington. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lavall  states  that  he  is  wait- 
ing the  arrival  of  horses.  The  detachment  of 
the  lOih  is  in  march,  and  the  recruits  of  the  36th 
and  38th  ordered  to  join  their  corps.  They,  I 
fear,  are  very  few. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig.  Gen.  Winder, 

Comd'g  lOth  Military  District. 


War  Department,  Aug.  19,  1814. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  has  been  received, 
and  submitted  to  the  President.  On  the  two  first 
subjects,  you  are  referred  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. The  marines  axe  ordered  to  move.  Or- 
ders have  been  given  to  Commodore  Barney. 

You  will  adjust,  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  what  relates  to  guard  and  vidette  duty  at 
Baltimore. 

The  call  you  propose  making  on  volunteers  is 
approved.  It  will  be  so  worded  as  to  guard 
against  interfering  with  the  legal  draught,  and 
putting  it  in  the  election  of  the  militia  to  fulfil, 
or  not  to  fulfil,  their  public  engagments. 

The  calls  you  have  actually  made  are  also 
approved. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig.  Gen.  Winder. 


War  Department,  Aug.  19,  1814. 

Sir:  If  the  enemy's  movements  indicate  an 
attack  on  this  place,  means  should  be  taken  to 
drive  off  all  hor>es  and  cattle,  and  remove  all  sup- 
plies of  forage,  &c.,  on  their  route  ;  a  moment  is 
not  to  be  lust  in  doing  boih.  For  this  purpose 
the  whole  of  your  cavalry  may  be  pushed  into  the 
neighborhood  of  the  enemy  without  delay. 

Colonel  McLean  could  be  usefully  employed 
with   them.      Lavall    will   be   at    Montgomery 
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Court-house  to-day.  He  has  with  him  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  mounted  dragoons,  under  excel- 
lent officers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig.  Gen.  Winder. 


Correspondence  with  the  Governors  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

Circular  to  the  Governors  of  States. 

War  Department.  July  4,  1814. 

Sir:  The  late  pacification  in  Europe  offers  to 
the  enemy  a  large  di.sposable  force,  both  naval 
and  military,  and  with  it  the  means  of  giving  to 
the  war  here  a  character  of  new  and  increased 
activity  and  extent. 

Without  knowing  with  certainly  that  such  will 
be  its  application,  /nd  still  less  that  any  particu- 
lar point  or  points  will  become  objects  of  attack, 
the  President  has  deemed  it  advisable,  as  a  meas- 
ure  of  precaution,  to  strengthen  ourselves  on  the 


line  of  the  Atlantic,  and  (as  the  principal  means 
of  doing  this  will  be  found  in  the  militia)  to  in- 
vite the  Executives  of  certain  States  to  organize, 
and  hold  in  readiness,  for- immediate  service,  a 
corps  of  ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  men, 
under  the  laws  of  the  28ih  of  February.  1795, 
and  18ih  of  April,  1814. 

The  enclosed  detail  will  show  your  Excellency 
what,  under  this  requisition,  will  be  the  quota  of 

.     As  far  as  volunteer  uniform   companies 

can  be  found  they  will  be  preferred. 

The  expediency  of  regarding  (as  well  in  the 
designations  of  the  militia  as  of  their  places  of 
rendezvous)  the  points,  the  importance  or  expo- 
sure of  which  will  be  most  likely  to  attract  the 
views  of  the  enemy,  need  but  be  suggested. 

A  report  of  the  organization  of  your  quota, 
when  completed,  and  of  its  place  or  places  of 
rendezvous,  will  be  acceptable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
ble servant. 

His  Exc'y  the  Governor  op • 
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Secretary's  OrricE,  July  14,  1814.      |  copy  of  the  militia  law  of  this  Stale,  passed  at 

c.        f     .1        u         «  «f  tho  fin^ff'rnnT  I  deem  i  the  last  session  of  ihe  Legislature,  from  a  pcfusaL 
Sir:  10  the  absence  oi   ine  Lroveroor.  i  utreiu  &  .,„j^ 

J   .     .         f    ^   .,^„   iK^r  vniir  mnimuni-    «    which  you  wi     perceive  the  difficulties  under 
my  duty  to  iniorm  you,  tnat  your  comrauni- /_  r 


It   my  duty  to  iniorm  you 

catioD  containing  a  requisition  for  a  detachment 
of  fourteen  thousand  Pennsylvania  railiiia  came 
to  the  office  this  morning,  and  was  immediately 
forwarded  by  express  to  the  Governor,  at  Selio's 
Grove.  Be  assured  the  requisition  will  be  met 
with  all  the  promptness  the  circumstances  possi- 
bly will  permit. 

With  high  considerations  of  respect,  I  am.  sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU.  Secretary. 

J.  ARM8TR0^G,  Esq.,  Sec'y  of  tVar. 


which  the  Executive  at  present  labors,  in  attempt- 
ing to  comply  wiih  the  requisition. 

With  high  considerations  of  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU.  Secretary. 

J.  Armstrong,  E&q..  Secr^y  of  fi'ar. 


Secretary's  Office.  July  25,  1814. 
Sir:  The  Governor  has  directed  me  to  enclose 
lo  you  copies  of  seneral  orders  issued  by  him  in 
compliance  with  a  late  requisition  for  a  military 
force  from  Pennsylvania,  by  the  President,  com- 
municated by  yours  under  date  of  the  4th  instant 


Secretary's  Office,  Aug.  27,  1814. 
Sir  :  1  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  enclose 
to  you  a  copy  ol  general  orders,  issued  yesterday. 
The  letter  of  General  Winder,  containing  the 
requii»itioo,  under  dale  of  ibe  18th  inslant,  was 
not  received  unlil  the  evening  of  the  twenty-lhird. 
The  deranged  state  of  our  militia  system  pre- 
vented a  more  prompt  compliance  with  the  de- 
mand. To  obviate  as  far  as  practicable  the  in- 
convenience of  delay,  the  Governor  has  directed 
ihe  flank  and  volunteer  companies  lo  push  on  as 


He  has  not,  as  you  uiU  perceive,  designated  places!  rapidly  as  possible    without   any   regard   to  the 


of  rendezvous.  He  thinks  ii  will  be  in  time  to  do 
so  in  subsequent  orders,  which  must  be  issued  be- 
fore the  troops  can  march.  The  threatened  point 
of  attack  by  the  enemy  will,  it  is  probable,  then 
be  better  ascertained,  and  a  more  prudent  selec- 
tion of  place  can  be  made.  The  repeal  of  our 
miliiia  law  of  1807,  and  its  several  supplements, 
on  the  Isl  of  August  next;  the  disannulling  of 
all  militia  commissions  on  that  day.  by  a  new  law 
of  the  last  session,  granted  under  ihe  old  law,  ex-  j 
cept  the  commissions  of  such  officers  as  may  | 
then  be  in  actual  service  ;  the  ordering  by  the  ; 


time  fixed  on  for  the  general  rendezvous  of  the 
ordinary  draughts.  Tlie  commanding  officers  of 
the  companies  or  deiachmenis  are  instructed  to 
report  themselves,  and  the  number  of  their  men, 
to  General  Winder,  as  the  officer  who  may  have 
command  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  10th  military  district. 

The  tents,  camp  equipage,  as  well  as  arms 
and  accoutrements,  belonging  to  the  State,  being 
insufficient  lo  accommodate  the  troops  called  into 
service,  the  Governor  relies  on  the  de6ciency  be- 
ing supplied  by  the  United  States  as  promptly  as 


new  law  ;  the  holding  of  elections  of  officers  by  ■  practicable,  to  render  the  men  comfortable  and 
the  militia,  after  the  said  Isi  of  August ;  the  no-  '  efficient. 


lice  of  election  ;  returns  to  be  made  ;  and  the  pro- 
tracting to  the  4ih  Monday  of  October  next,  the 
classification  of  ihe  militia  ;  causes  an  almost 
total  disorcanization  of  our  militia  system,  be- 
tween the  1st  of  August  and  the  4ih  of  October, 
and  presents  difficulties,  in  yielding  perfect  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition  of  the  President,  in- 
•urmountable.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  will  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty, by  a  voluntary  tender  of  services,  which 
the  Governor  has  invited,  growing  out  of  the  un- 
accountable oversight  of  the  Legislature.  It  is 
strongly  doubted  whether  any  orders  can  be  en- 
forced under  the  present  state  of  things. 

The  requisition  refers  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  28th  February,  1795,  under  which  militia 
can  be  held  in  service  three  months  only  ;  and  to 
the  law  of  1814,  which  authorized  the  President 


With  high  respect  and  esteem,  sir  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Secretary. 

J.  Armstrong,  Esq.  Sec^ry  of  War. 


Annapolis.  July  29,  1814. 
Sir:  In  conformity  to  the  request  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  signified  in  your  com- 
munication of  the  4th  instant,  a  detachment  of 
five  thousand  four  hundred  infantry,  and  six  hun- 
dred artillery,  was  directed  to  be  organized  and 
held  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice, 
and  in  consequence  of  General  Winder  havipg, 
by  direction  of  the  President,  requested  three  thou- 
sand of  the  draughts  of  the  militia  of  this  State 
may  be  called  into  the  field,  and  in  order  to  com- 

ply  as  fully  as  practicable  with  the  request,  the 

to  keep  ihem  six  months  in  service.     The  law  of  1  whole  of  the  draughts  of  the   militia   from   the 


Pennsylvania,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  its 
Legislature,  requires  the  Governor  lo  mention,  in 
general  orders,  the  period  for  which  any  enilitia 
ordered  into  service  is  lo  remain  on  duty.  It  is 
desirable,  therefore,  lo  kiiow  whether  the  requi- 
sition is  intended  for  three  or  six  months'  service. 
The  offices  of  Deputy  duarterma^ter  General, 
and  Assistants,  and  Assistant  Adjutait  Generals, 
are  not  recognised  by  our  Slate  laws. 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a 


Western  Shore,  being  about  three  thousand  five 
hundred  infantry,  have  been  ordered  to  be  em- 
bodied. You  will  observe  hy  the  map  and  line 
drawn  from  Washington  to  Baltimore  (not  far 
east  of  which  I  presume  these  men  will  be  en- 
camped) will  have  a  very  considerable  portion  oi 
the  miliiia  between  that  line  and  the  bay  shore; 
and  consequently.  I  presume  the  draughts  from 
Ibis  section  of  the  country  would  not  be  drawn 
back  from  that  part  most  exposed.    Baltimore,  I 
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fetr,'wi^be  unwtfcling  that  any  part  of  that  force 
fron>  Wkich  they  Sexpected  to  derive  aid,  should 
be  Witf^lTawn  fro^^^  them.  Under  these  circum- 
stan«e»ju  was  thojught  most  prudent  to  order  the 
whoje.i  They  have  been  directed  to  be  embodied 
in  met  i  several  U'igade  districts,  and  move  on 
the  shiiest  roult}  to  Bladensburg.  where.  I  pre- 
sume, (fe  the  receipt  of  this  information,  arrange- 
ments 4  ill  be  maiie  (under  your  directions)  for 
theii  a*;oramodatton.  What  number  will  arrive 
therfc  ilfiny  gi'^ej  lime,  I  ara  not  yet  advised  of. 
ThciwJAle  artillefv  of  the  State  does  not  amount 
to  nvorjihan  nint^  hundred  ;  and  more  than  two- 
thirjs  *■*  that  number  are  in  Baltimore;  conse- 
queiitly  <he  proportion  from  thence  would  be 
more  fifcin  four  hvindred.  So  great  a  proportion, 
or  aoy^jng  like  ii,  being  taken  from  what  is  their 
mosi  tfiiient  forcf,  would  create  great  uneasiness. 
Therof^fr.  therefore,  with  respect  to  them,  is  sus- 
pendei^^ntil  General  Smith  can  have  soraecom- 
muiucr  iron  with  you. 

I  at»)Kiiir.  with  great  respect,  yours,  dtc. 
:  i$'  LEVIN  WINDER. 

HofljfeECRETARY  OF  Wa  R. 


^    ^■.         Ad/ctant  General's  Office, 
,;  i'.^l  '     Richmond,  July  14,  1814. 

Sltr^lVour  refjjiisition  on  the  militia  of  this 
Stat)?,,  iua ring  dale  the  4ih  insiant,  has  been  re- 
cei  v.  (fSr 

Appihending  that  the  object  of  this  measure  is 
to  h«vtjin  readitKss  a  provisional  force  to  repel 
a  suidilM  invasiC'.i,  I  have  enclosed  the  general 
orders  tiom  this  department,  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
placjUcyio  a  state  »?f  preparation  for  such  an  event 
upwlftrijp  of  fifteen  thousaad  men.  They  are  not 
orga^i  12^.  other  ihan  on  the  plan  of  the  militia 
genifra^'  ;  but  you  will  perceive  that  the  points 
of  r(jiU'"f  vous  are  designated.  In  addition  to  this 
forcfjkhf  8ih.  and  a  greater  part  of  the  'Jth  brig- 
ade,^(fft^uniing  \o  seven  thousand,  and  all  con- 
TCQ^ed^Jo  Norfoll:.)  are  placed  in  the  same  situa- 
lioD■^^^^  directed, fo  co-operate  with  General  Por- 
ter ^a'n^^isting  ani'attack  on  Norfolk. 

A-fEft^t  amraunt«ion,  dec,  will  be  placed  in  the 
han^sjt'A  ihewho''^.  Should  these  arrangements 
mee:  v^  it  views,  jt  will  be  necessary  to  make  a 
det^k^i  all  the  regiments  in  the  Slate  for  the 
twePrf  ihousand  >Jalled  for;  unless  it  is  desirable 
that;t|is.^number  Ije  set  apart  to  perform  a  regular 
tour.oj  July.  But,  as  the  troops  now  in  readiness 
are  ^c^^ijiate  to  th^?  emergency  contemplated,  and 
the  fe*jiilsilions  fo»  those  that  are  to  perform  reg- 
ular d|i;|  will  be  tj'iade  in  future  in  time  for  every 
prepiaMtjon  to  be  ijoade,  it  is  believed  that  the  ob- 
ject of^ytour  requipition  has  been  anticipated.  If 
ihis  iij^tbe  fact,  his  Excellency  the  Governor  is 
desiroj/j  that  the  regiments  now  held  in  requisi- 
tion. ^%4  subject  to  be  called  out  en  masse,  be 
rfd  by  you  as  a  provisional  force  only,  and 


consi*»i 
not  su|>] 


uance 
the  hej^ 

A 
Stat}; 


.j»ict  to  perf;irra  service  beyond  the  contin- 
.the  emer^^ency  which  may  call  them  into 


cert  in  ll(ie  measures  of  the  General  and 
vernmetjts  is  all   important,  permit  me 


earnestly  to  policit  your  earliest  attention  to  this 
subject.  In  the  meantime,  arrangements  will  be 
made  to  take  our  quota  from  the  militia,  gener- 
ally, as  that  measure  cannot  be  avoided,  under 
existing  circumstances,  unless  the  force  required 
be  provisional.  Rest  assured,  sir,  that  nothing 
will  be  wantinoj  on  the  part  of  this  State  to  co- 
operate cordially  and  effectually  with  the  Gen- 
eral Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

CLAIBORNE  W.  GOOCH, 
Deputy  Adjutant  General. 

J.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  Sec^y  of  War. 


War  Department,  July  18.  1814. 

Sir  :  A  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  from  Dep- 
uty Adjutant  General  Gooch,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  your  general  orders  of  the  22d  ultimo,  and  re- 
questing to  know  whether  the  corps  put  into 
requisition  by  these  orders  would  not  supply  the 
call  of  the  4th  instant,  made  through  this  De- 
partment on  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  has  been  re- 
ceived and  submitted  to  the  President.  In  reply 
thereto,  I  am  instructed  to  state,  that,  inismuch 
as  the  service  of  the  militia  required  by  your  Ex- 
cellency is  declared  to  be  provisional,  limited,  in 
point  of  time,  to  the  emergency  that  calls  it  forth, 
and.  in  point  of  place,  to  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  not  subjected  to  the  direction  of  an  officer  of 
the  United  States,  it  cannot  be  considered  as  ful- 
filling the  views  of  the  President. 

Permit  me  to  take  this  occasion  to  state  to  your 
Excellency  that  two  thousand  of  the  quota  of 
Virginia  will  be  put  at  the  disposition  of  General 
Winder,  as  commanding  officer  of  this  District. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b?,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

His  Exc'y  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 


No.  7. 
Narrative  of  General  Winder. 

O'Neale's,  September  2Q,  1814. 

Sir:  The  readiest  mode  in  which  I  can  meet 
the  inquiries  which  you  have  made,  on  behalf  of 
the  committee  of  which  you  are  the  chairman, 
will  be  to  give  a  narrative  of  my  agency  as  com- 
mander of  the  lOlh  military  district,  and  to  ac* 
company  it  with  the  correspondence  which  I 
have  had,  by  letter,  with  the  General  and  State 
Governments,  and  their  respective  officers,  while 
in  that  command. 

Within  the  few  last  days  of  June,  and  before 
it  was  known  that  my  exchange  was  perfect,  al- 
though intelligence  to  that  eflect  was  momently 
expected,  I  was  at  the  City  of  Washington,  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  informed  me  that  it  was 
in  contemplatioQ  to  create  another  military  dis- 
trict, to  embrace  the  country  from  the  Rappa- 
hannock northward,  to  include  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, and  that  the  President  intended  to  vest  me 
with  the  command  of  it. 


I 
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On  my  return  to  Baltimore  I  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  copies  of  the  letters  herewith 
transmitted,  marked  "  1  A,"  "2  A." 

About  the  4th  or  5ih  of  July.  I  received  a  letter, 
a  copy  of  which,  marked  1  B,  accompanies  this, 
which  enclosed  an  order  con.stiiuting  the  lOih 
military  district,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to 
the  letter  above  referred  to. 

In  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  letter.  I 
immediately    went  to   Washington,  and    wailed 
on  ihe  Secretary  of  War.     He  staled  to  me  that. 
in  addition  to  the  garrisons  of  the  several  forts 
wiihin  ray  district,  and  the  detachments  of  the 
36th  and  38ih  infantry,  then  at  Benedict,  it  was 
contemplated  to  order  a  detachment  of  cavalry, 
then   at   Carlisle,  under   orders  to  be   mounted, 
amounting  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty;  a  com- 
pany of  the  12th.  and  from  one  or  two  companies 
of  the  10th  regular  infantry,  which  would  be  or- 
dered to  be  collected  from  their  several  recruiting 
rendezvous  and  to  march  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, and  that  the  whole  regular  force,  thus  to  be 
collected,  might  amount  to  one  thousand  or  twelve 
hundred,  and   that  the  balance  of  ray  command 
would  be  composed  of  railitia.     That  a  requisi- 
tion was  about  to  be  made   upon  certain   States 
for  upwards  of  ninety  thousand  militia,  intended 
for  the  defence  of  the   marilime  frontier  of  the 
country,  and  showed  me  a  blank  circular  which 
had  been  printed  but  not  filled  up,  nor  sent  to  the 
respective  Governors  of  the  Stales. 

1  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  the  Secretary 
of  War.  at  that  time,  my  idea  of  the  propiiety  of 
calling  immediately  into  the  field  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  the  miliiia  intended  for  my  district,  and 
encamping  them  in  the  best  positions  for  protect- 
ing the  probable  points  at  which  the  enemy  would 
strike  if  he  should  invade  the  district  of  ray  com- 
mand. The  Secretary  was  of  opinion  that  the 
most  advantageous  mode  of  using  militia  was 
upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  to  bring  them 
lo  fight  as  soon  as  called  out.  1  returned  wiihin 
a  day  or  two  to  Baltimore,  lo  prepare  myself 
for  visiting  the  different  parts  of  my  district, 
and  to  explore  it  generally,  and  particularly  those 
parts  of  It  which  mighi  be  considered  as  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  three  principal  points  of  it,  to  wit : 
Washington,  Baltimore,  and  Annapolis. 

My  impressions  of  ihe  necessity  of  having  a 
respectable  force  immediately  called  into  the  field 
were  strengthened  instead  of  diminished  by  sub- 
sequent relection,  and  I,  in  consequence,  on  the 
9ih  of  July,  addressed  the  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent,  marked 
3  A. 

Agreeably  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  that 
letter,  I  proceeded  to  Annapolis  to  visit  the  mili- 
tary posts  there,  and  to  be  ready  on  the  spot,  when 
the  Governor  .should  receive  the  requisition,  and 
myself  such  instructions  as  might  be  thought 
proper  to  be  given  me,  to  take  the  most  immedi- 
ate steps  to  accomplish  them. 

The  Governor   received    the  requisition,   and 
immediately  issued  the  necessary  orders  to  have 
the  quota  required  draughted. 
On  the  12th  July,  the  Secretary  addressed  me 
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a  letter,  (ihe  copy  of  which  is  herewith  marked 
2  B,)  but  which,  being  directed  lo  Baltimore,  did 
not  reach  me  uniil  afier  I  had  been  lo  Upper 
Marlborough  and  again  returned  to  Annapolis, 
where  it  followed  me.  I  proceeded  from  Annap- 
polis  to  Upper  Marlborough,  and  on  the  16ih  ad- 
dressed two  letters  to  ihe  Secretary  of  War,  of 
which  copies  are  sent,  marked  4  A,  5  A. 

The  apprehension  that  ihe  enemy  would  pro- 
ceed up  the  Patuxent  and  attack  the  flotilla  at 
Nottingham,  in  conbcquence  of  the  reinforcement 
he  had  just  received,  gaining  strength,  I  proceeded 
immediately  to  Notiingham,  instead  of  going  to 
the  Woodyard,  as  I  intended.  During  the  16th 
we  received  no  inforraaiion  of  a  movement  of  the 
enemy  up  the  river,  but  on  the  17lh,  about  9  o'clock, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh  arrived,  express  from  ihe  mouth  of 
the  Paiuxent,and  slated  ihataboui  twenty  barges, 
several  frigates,  and  some  small  armed  vessels, 
were  proceeding  up  the  river.  I, in  consequence, 
wrote  a  leiler  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  sent,  marked  6  A;  and  wrote 
a  note  to  Brigadier  General  West,  of  the  Mary- 
land railitia,  advising  him  to  call  out  the  militia 
of  the  county. 

I  ordered  the  detachments  of  the  36th  and  38lh 
to  hasten  from  the  head  of  South  river,  by  forced 
marches,  to  Nottingham.  Three  companies  of 
ihe  city  militia  were  promptly  despatched,  in  con- 
sequence of  my  letter  of  ihe  17th.  But.  by  the 
time  these  laiit r  had  reached  the  Woodyard,  and 
the  regulars  Marlborough,  the  enemy  had  entered 
Hunting  creek,  on  the  Calvert  side  of  ihe  river, 
had  proceeded  lo  Hunlingtown,  burned  the  to- 
bacco warehouse,  after  having  taken  off  the  prin- 
pal  part  of  the  tobacco,  and  were  retiring  down 
the  river.  I  hailed  the  city  regulars  at  the  Wood- 
yard,  and  the  regulars  at  Marlborough. 

In  answer  lo  my  letter  of  the  17ih  from  Not- 
tingham, 1  received  the  following  answer  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  marked  3  B.  As  soon, 
therefore,  as  1  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
retired  to  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent,  1  proceeded 
to  Annapolis,  to  make  the  requisition  upon  the 
Governor,  as  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War; 
and  thence  to  Baltimore,  to  lend  my  aid  and 
power  to  draw  out  the  force  authorized  there. 

While  at  Annapolis,  I  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  the  letter  dated  20th  of  July,  a  copy 
of  which  is  sent,  marked  7  A.  and  at  ihe  same 
time  made  the  requisition  on  the  Governor,  here- 
with sent,  marked  1  C.  After  remaining  at  Bal- 
timore a  day.  and  leaving  orders  to  Brigadier 
General  Stausbury.  who  had  been  called  on  to 
command  the  miiiiia  to  be  assembled  there  rela- 
tive to  their  muster  and  inspection,  under  the 
laws  of  Congress.  I  returned  to  Marlborough,  to 
fix  upon  an  encampment  for  the  miliiia  1  had 
required  from  the  Governor,  and  to  be  more  at 
hand  to  be  informed  of  the  enemy's  movements 
From  Upper  Marlborough,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1 
wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  the  accompanying 
letter,  marked  8  A;  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
Woodyard,  frorr.  whence,  on  the  same  day,  I  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  following  letter, 
marked  9  A. 
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■  ;*Jhe  enemiy  still  reroaJDio^  inactive,  or  rather 

;Ot>>^ning  hiijoself  to  depredations  upon  the  lower 

'I»\r|s  of    the*   rivers    Patuxent    and    Potomac,    I 

'&(»», .Vd  the  ofjportunity  of  visiting  Fort  Washing- 

tr>tiiand  on  the  25ih  required  from   Lieutenant 

'Eiljvards,  the  commanding  officer,  a  representa- 

UiKW  of  what;  he  deemed   necessary  to  complete 

t?,}^' equipment  of  the  fort,  with  its  then  works. 

^apii^  received  from  him  a  representation,  which  I 

on 
A. 


'i 


«S,^osed  in  a.  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
t|i«C25th.  of  '^hich  copies  are  sent,  marked  10 
Aii^'Py  °^  ^'^  answer,  marked  4  B,  is  herewith 

i  f^earning  that  some  of  the  enemy's  ships  were 
pr^eeding  ulp  the  Potomac,  I  proceeded  down  to 

■  P^ij  Tobacci)  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  more 
*pii_(;isely  hisviews,  and  of  informing  myself  of 
■tl^i^'Jcount^y  ;jand  on  the  26th  wrote  the  Secretary 
'ofrJV'ar  the  fijllowing  letter,  marked  11  A. 

■  Jjaving  ascertained  the  next  morning  that  the 
e^f my's  shipn  had  descended  the  river,  I  returned 
to- Marlborough,  and  availed  myself  of  the  first 
ct^jfortunity  t  had  to  review  and  inspect  the  de- 

'tjitiment  of  ihe  36th  and  38th;  and  thence  pro- 
tCvliled  to  Wiishington  City,  where  I  established 

?'ty|nanent  headquarters  of  the  district,  on  the 
s|t)f  Augus{.  I  availed  myself  of  a  day,  at  this 
t'ljrii  to  revi(  w  and  inspect  the  two  brigades  of 
P»|'irict  miliwa.  in  Alexandria  and  tliis  place,  and 
rrj'lrted  the  result  to  Major  General  Van  Ness, 
Cfjiraanding  the  District  militia,  in  the  letter 
J^t^^with,  mai-ked  No.  1. 

i»I-he  people  of  St.  Mary's  and  Charles's  had 
b»l)me  extreknely  sore  under  the  harassing  ser- 
^il^4  to  whiclj  they  had  been  subjected,  and  the 
(lAastation  and  plunder  which  the  enemy  had 
1-^41  so  long,  committing  on  iheir  shores;  and 
.ti.^remonstrunces  of  Brigadier  General  Stewart, 
cjt^^manding' the  militia  there,  under  the  State 
'^"iboriiy.  h^d  become  extremely  importunate 
iii  botb  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Presi- 
«,  to  rece>ve  aid  and  protection  from  the  Gen- 
ii Goveruinent.  The  danger  of  throwing  a 
|e  so  far  <{own  into  that  neek  of  land,  which 
josed  thetii  to  the  danger  of  being  cut  off.  be- 

}s  that  t^ey  would  be  lost  for  the  defence  of 
shington,  Baltimore,  or  Annapolis,  had  hith- 
[^  preventt*J  me  from  pushing  any  part  of  my 
Irjimand  so  low  dowi.  But  ihe  President,  in 
i-iversatioii,  told  me  that  their  situation  required 
J*  and  directed  me  to  move  the  detachments  of 

•  I'it,  36th  antj  38ih  down  to  unite  with,  and  aid, 
i  it!^P''al   Stewart.     I  accordingly  ordered    Lieu- 

•  h|^nt  Colottel  Scott  to  move  from  Marlborough 
J  t(|»Piscataw%y.  and    I   proceeded   directly  down 

ifself  on  the  3d.  On  the  morning  of  the  4lh  of 
»  i«^ust  I  wiote  the  following  letter  from  Port 
j  'l||)acco.  mj^rked  13  A,  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
;.  aj*  agreeably  to  the  intention  ther^-in  expressed. 
:  p»*!eeded   t\yelve  miles  below,  to  General  Stew- 

■  aii's  camp.     I  there  learned,  beyond  doubt,  that 

•  tlWtenemy  hi»d  returned  down  the  river ;  and  afier 
!  ai.nring  the-  General  of  support,  if  they  again 
^  a|ianced  upjthe  river,  I  returned  back  again  to 

•  tl;<jj  City  of  ^Washington,  directing   Lieutenant 
C|j|onel  Scoji,  commanding  the  regulars,  to  take 


up  his  encampment  at  a  very  convenient  place, 
two  miles  from  Piscataway,  on  the  road  to  the 
Woodyard  and  Marlborough. 

On  my  arrival  at  Washington  I  found  that  the 
requisition  made  upon  the  Governor  of  Maryland 
for  three  thousand  men,  to  be  assembled  at  Bla- 
densburg,  had  brought  to  that  place  only  one 
company;  but  I  learned  that  other  detachments 
were  about  marching  to  that  place,  and,  in  order 
that  no  delay  might  occur  in  oreanizing  and 
equipping  them.  I  ordered  Major  Keyser,  of  the 
38th  regular  infantry,  to  proceed  to  Bladensburg, 
to  muster,  inspect,  and  drill  the  detachments  as 
they  came  in. 

I  thence  proceeded  to  Baltimore  to  ascertain 
more  precisely  the  effect  of  the  requisition  made 
on  Major  Smith  for  two  thousand  from  bis  divis- 
ion ;  when  arrived,  I  found  about  one  thousand 
two  hundred  only  assembled.  I  reviewed  and 
inspected  them,  and  gave  Brigadier  General 
Stansbury  orders  to  endeavor  by  the  most  speedy 
means,  to  get  in  the  delinquents  and  absentees. 

I  had  just  learned,  by  a  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maryland,  and  also  from  General  Smith, 
that,  upon  Gencrai  Smith's  application  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  he  had  determined  that  the 
two  thousand  men,  now  called  to  Baltimore, and 
which  had  been  detached,  under  a  requisition  of 
the  Secreiary  of  War,  directly  on  General  Smith, 
of  the  20th  of  April,  were  to  be  considered  as 
part  of  the  quota  of  Maryland,  under  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  4th  of  July.  I  had  drawn  a  different 
conclusion,  and  had  so  informed  both  the  Gov- 
ernor and  General  Smith,  in  the  visits  I  made  to 
Annapolis  and  Baltimore,  about  the  20lh  of  July, 
immediately  after  receiving  the  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  17th  of  July,  above  ex- 
hibited. In  order  to  supply  the  deficit  in  my  cal- 
culation upon  this  force,  1  addressed  the  letter  of 
the  13ih  of  August  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
which  a  copy,  marked  14  A,  is  here  presented; 
proceeded  the  same  or  the  following  day  to  Wash- 
ington, by  the  way  of  Annapolis,  and  on  the 
17th.  at  Washington,  the  day  following  my  ar- 
rival, received  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  of  which  a  copy,  marked  5  B,  is  sent. 

I  should  have  stated  that,  two  days  after  my 
return  to  the  City  of  Washington,  about  the  6ih 
of  August,  I  received  two  letters  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  the  one  dated  the  I5ih,  the  other  the 
17ih  of  July,  which,  having  been  addressed  to 
me  at  Baltimore,  had  followed  me  backward  and 
f  rward  from  place  to  place,  and  unfortunately 
only  reached  me  at  this  late  period  ;  copies  of 
ihem  are  herewith  sent,  marked  0  B  and  7  B. 

I  had,  in  the  meantime,  addressed  the  letter  of 
the  0th  of  August  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  copy  of  which  is  sent,  marked  1  D,  and 
upon  the  8ih.  on  receiving  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  W^ar  of  the  LOth,  1  wrote  another 
letter  to  ttie  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which, 
from  haste  or  much  occupation.  I  did  not  take  a 
copy,  or  have  mislaid  it;  it  substanti  illy,  how- 
ever, informed  hira  of  the  number  of  militia  I 
was  authorized  to  call  from  him,  requesting  him 
to  hasten  their  draughting  and  organi/aiion,  and 
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to  transmit  a  list  of  the  officers,  from  brigadiers 
down,  who  would  command.     Should  this  letter 
be  deemed  material,  a  copy  can  be  obtained  from  ' 
the  Governor,  and  I  have  written  to  procure  it.    : 
I  addressed,  on  the  16ih,  also,  a  similar  letter  j 
lo  the  Governor  of  Virginia.    On  the  16ih  or  17ih  I 
of  August,  I  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  Pennsyluania   an   answer,  dated    the   11th.  of  1 
which  a  copy,  marked  2  D,  is  herewith  sent ;  and  ' 
from  the  Adjutant  General  of  Virginia,  the  an-  t 
swer  and  enclosures  herewith  sent,  marked  E. 

On  the  morning  of  Thursday  the  18th  intelli-  '■ 
gence   was    received,    from    the    observatory   on 
Point  Lookout,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  17ih,  ; 
the  enemy's  fleet  off  that   place  had   been  rein- 
forced   by  a  formidable  squadron   of  ships   and 
vessels  of  various  sizes.  j 

I  immediately  made  requisitions  upon  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  to 
various  militia  officers,  copies  of  which  are  here- 
with sent,  marked  as  follows:  to  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania.  3  D;  to  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, 2  C  ;  to  Major  General  Smith  of  Baltimore, 
1  F;  to  Brigadier  General  We>t.  of  Prince 
George's,  Maryland,  No.  18;  to  Major  General 
Van  Ness,  No.  4;  to  Brigadier  General  Hunger- 
ford,  Virginia,  No.  14;  to  Brigadier  General 
Douglas  and  Colonel  Chilton,  of  Virginia,  and 
Brigadier  Generals  Ringgold,  Swearingen.  Bar- 
rack, and  Foreman,  of  Maryland,  No.  5.  Besides 
the  letters  and  correspondence  here  referred  to 
particularly,  a  tuass  •(  correspondence  occurred 
with  various  persons  relative  to  my  command,  and 
which,  as  far  as  I  suppose  they  can  have  any  in- 
fluence on  the  investigation,  are  herewith  sent. 

That  with  the  Governor  of  Maryland  will  be 
found  in  bundle  C.  and  numbered,  in  addition  lo 
those  already  mentioned,  from  3  C  to  11  C,  both 
inclusive.  iThat  with  General  Smith  in  bundle 
F,  and  that  with  other  persons,  not  before  re- 
ferred to,  with  the  numbers  before  referred  to,  are 
exhibited  from  No.  1  to  number  53,  inclusive. 
Much  other  correinondence,  necessary  to  be  car- 
ried on,  and  which  occupied  much  time,  took 
place  ;  which,  however,  is  not  sent,  as  1  deemed 
them  not  calculated  to  illustrate  the  inquiry,  and 
only  calculated  uselt-ssly  to  encumber  and  em- 
barrass the  inquiry.  They  will  be  furnished  if 
ihouehl  requisite.  I  will  state  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble the  forces  which  were  in  the  field  under  these 
various  demands  and  requisitions,  the  time  of 
their  assembling,  their  condition,  and  subsequent 
movements.  The  returns  first  made  when  1  came 
into  command,  gave  me — 

Fort   McHenry,   under   the  command  of  Major 
Armistead.  non-commissioned  officers,   musi- 
cians, and  privates,  for  duty      -         -         -  194 
At  Annapolis,  in  Forts  Severn  and  Madison. 

under  Lieutenant  Fay       -         -         -         -     39 
At  Fort  Washington,  under  Lieutenant  Ed- 
wards         -     49 

The  detachments  of  the  36th  and  3Sth.  and 
asmall  detachmentof  artillery  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Scott         .        -        -        .  330 
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These  corps  received  no  addition,  but  were 
gradually  diminishing  by  the  ordinary  causes 
which  always  operate  to  this  effect. 

The  two  thousand  Maryland  militia,  who  were 
ordered  to  assemble  at  Baltimore,  had  been 
draughted  in  pursuance  of  a  requisition  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  General  Smith,  of  the 
20th  of  April,  and,  as  full  time  had  been  allowed 
to  make  the  draught  deliberately,  they  were,  as 
far  as  practicable,  ready  to  come  without  delay  ; 
notwithstanding  Brigadier  General  Stansbury 
was  unable  to  bring  to  Bladensburg  more  than 
one  thousand  four  hundred,  including  officers, 
and  arrived  at  Bladensburg  on  the  evening  of 
the  22d  of  August. 

From  General  Strieker's  brigade  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  which  had  been  called  out  en  maste, 
I  required  a  regiment  of  infantry,  the  battalioa 
of  riflemen,  and  two  companies  of  artillery — not 
deeming  it  practicable  to  reconcile  the  people  of 
Baltimore  to  march  a  greater  number,  and  leave 
It  without  any  force,  and  being  strongly  per- 
suaded that  the  exigency  would  have  drawn  in 
time  a  greater  force  from  the  adjacent  country. 
The  detachment  from  Strieker's  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Sterret,  arrived  at  Bladensburg  in  the 
nigtit  of  the  23d  of  August,  and  the  total  amount 
was  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

The  detachment  which  had  been  stationed  at 
Annapolis,  under  Colonel  Hood,  and  which  had 
been  at  the  moment  transferred  by  the  Governor 
of  Maryland  to  my  command,  arrived  at  the 
bridge  at  Bladensburg  about  fifteen  minutes  be- 
fore the  enemy  appeared,  and  I  suppose  was  six 
to  seven  hundred  strong.  I  have  never  had  any 
return  of  it. 

The  brigade  of  General  Smith,  consisting  of 
the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  on  this 
side  the  Potomac,  were  called  out  on  Thursday, 
the  18th  of  August;  on  Friday  were  assembled, 
and  on  Saturday,  the  20th,  they  crossed  the  East- 
ern Branch  bridge,  and  advanced  about  five  miles 
towards  the  Woodyard.  They  amounted,  I  sup- 
pose, to  about  twelve  hundred;  a  return  was 
never  had  before  they  separated  from  my  com- 
mand, as  there  was  not  an  interval  of  sufficient 
rest  to  have  obtained  one. 

General  Young\  brigade,  from  Alexandria, 
between  five  and  six  hundred  strong,  crossed  the 
Potomac,  Saturday  or  Sunday,  the  19th  or  20ih, 
and  look  post  near  Piscataway. 

The  call  for  three  thousand  militia,  under  the 
requisition  of  the  4ih  July,  had  produced  only 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  the  moment  the 
enemy  landed  at  Benedict.  In  addition  to  the 
causes  herein  beforementioned,  the  inefficacy  of 
this  call  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  incredulity  of 
the  people  on  the  danger  of  invasion;  the  per- 
plexed, broken,  and  harassed  state  of  the  militia 
in  St.  Mary's,  Calvert.  Charles,  Prince  George's, 
and  a  i)art  of  Ann  Arundel  counties,  which  had 
rendered  it  irapossibk-  to  make  the  draught  in 
some  of  them,  or  to  call  them  from  those  ex- 
posed situations  where  they  had  b(?en  on  duty 
two  months,  under  the  local  calls  for  Maryland. 
Several  other  small  detachments  of  Maryland 
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iti|||tia,  either  as  volanteers,  or  ander  the  calls  on 
tiJif*  brigadieils,  joined  about  the  day  before  the 
ajcioD,  whost}  numbers  or  commanding  officers  I 
<ji  l»  not  know.  They  may  have  amounted  to 
a^  ne  four  or£ve  hundred, 
f  Uieutenant;Colonel  Tilghman,of  the  Maryland 
<5{  palry,  undtjr  an  order  of  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
j^i  id,  with  a^jout  eighty  dragoons,  arrived  at  the 
diy  of  Waj.'iington  on  the  16th  of  August,  on 
Ijiliway  to  jvJn  General  Stewart,  in  the  lower 
of  Charlps  or  St.  Mary's  county, 
[oder  the  permission  I  just  then  received,  to 
;^pt  all  thv  militia  then  in  the  field,  under  the 
ane  of  Maryland,  I  informed  Colonel  Tilgh- 
(0  that  I  hiid  no  doubt  of  the  Governor's  sanc- 
in.  for  whuih  I  had  applied,  and  recommended 
to  halt  ;here.  He  agreed  not  only  to  this. 
bi«\j  by  the  consent  of  General  Stewart,  who  hap- 
j-tlitd  then  to  be  in  the  city.  sick,  agreed  to  take 
in|  orders. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Lavall,  of  the  United 
SiBies'  Light-,  Dragoons,  with  a  small  squadron  of 
afp-ut  one  hundred  and  twenty,  who  had  been 
hifcunted  at  (^arlisle  the  preceding  Monday,  ar- 
ri*«d  at  Montgomery  Courthouse  on  the  evening 
cf:  the  19th  (^f  August,  reported  himself  to  the 
"NVar  Office,  ^nd  received  orders  to  report  to  me. 
HL  moved  o:j  the  next  morning  and  crossed  the 
Ktstern  Branch. 

tiaptain   Morgan,  with   a   company  of  about 

ei|bty  of  the"]2lh  United  States'  infantry,  joined 

aiijic  Long  Old  Fields  on  the  evening  of  the  22d. 

fcolonel  Minor,  from  Virginia,  arrived  at  the 

,ci{y  on  the  fMrenmg  of  the  23d,  with  about  five 

^idred  men, wholly  unarmed  and  without  equip- 

^ats.     Under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Carbery. 

^0  had   befn  charged  with   this  subject,  they 

^Ctved  arnss.  ammunition,  A-c,  next  morning, 

not  uniit  after  the  action  at  Bladensburg. 
Wo  part  of  the  10th  had  yet  arrived. 
H'here  had  been  no  Adjutant  or  Inspector  Gen- 
^1   attached   to    my  command   from   its  com- 
tocement.  ;    Major    Hite,    Assistant   Adjutant 
Lierai.   joitjed  me,  on  the  16th  of  August,  at 
Ushington.j  and    Major   Smith,  Assistant   In- 
rctor  General,  on  the  19th. 
'his  was  the  situation,  condition,  and  amount 
;ny  force  i^nd  command. 

l{  will  be  ctstfTved  that  this  detail  is  continued 

1*0  the  moment  of  the  battle  of  Bladensburg  ; 

J,  as  the  time  at  which  the  ditferent  corps  re- 

.«;Jetively  jos^ned  is  stated,  it  will  be  readily  seen 

wlat    troops   were    concerned     in    the   different 

^^Vements  which  will  now  be  detailed. 

!*rhe    innufcierably    multiplied    orders,   letters, 

i5ultations  and  demands,  which  crowded  upon 

\al  the  moment  of  such  an  alarm,  can  more 

e^My  be  coD«eived  than  described,  and  occupied 

m  ;!  nearly  d^y  and   night,  from   Thursday,  the 

.1^  H  of  August,  till   Sunday,  the  21st,  and  had 

.n«4i|'ly  broken  down  myself  and  assistants  in  pre- 

pi  .ng.  dispensing,  and  attending  to  them. 

Jn   Thursjay  evening,  Colonel  Monroe  pro- 

:P<    fd,  if  I  wi^uld  detach  a  troop  of  cavalry  With 

ni  it,  to  proceed  in  the  most  probable  direction  to 

.fiiti  the  eneiiiy  and  reconnoitre  him.     Captain 

i  i 


ThorDtOD's  troop,  from  Alexandria,  was  detailed 
on  this  service,  and,  on  Friday  morning,  the  Col- 
onel departed  with  them.  At  this  time  it  was 
supposed  the  enemy  intended  up  the  bay,  as  one 
of  his  ships  was  already  in  view  from  Annapo- 
lis, and  his  boats  were  sounding  South  river  It 
was  Colonel  Monroe's  intention  to  have  pro- 
ceeded direct  lo  Annapolis;  but.  before  he  had 
got  without  the  city,  he  received  intelHgence  that 
the  enemy  had  proceedt'd  up  the  Patuxent,  and 
were  debarking  at  Benedict.  He,  therefore,  bent 
his  course  to  that  place.  By  his  first  letter,  on 
Saturday,  which  reached  the  President  that  even- 
ing, he  was  unable  to  give  any  precise  intelli- 
gence, except  that  the  enemy  were  at  Benedict 
in  force. 

On  Saturday,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman. 
with  his  squadron  of  dragoons,  was  despatched 
by  way  of  the  Woodyard  to  fall  down  upon  the 
enemy,  to  annoy,  harass, and  impede  their  march, 
by  every  possible  means,  to  remove  or  destroy 
I'oroge  and  provision  from  before  the  enemy,  and 
gain  intelligence.  Captain  Caldwell,  with  his 
troop  of  city  cavalry,  was  despatched  with  the 
same  views  towards  Benedict,  by  Piscataway,  it 
being  wholly  uncertain  what  route  the  enemy 
would  take,  if  it  was  bis  intention  to  come  to 
Washington. 

On  Sunday,  I  crossed  the  Eastern  Branch,  and 
joined  Brigadier  General  Smith,  at  the  Wood- 
yard,  where  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  with  the 
36th  and  38ih,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kramer, 
with  the  militia  from  Bladensburg,  had  arrived 
by  previous  orders.  On  the  road  to  the  Wood- 
yard,  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Monroe,  of 

which  a  copy  is  sent,  marked  ;  and,  at  about 

eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  received  another 
letter  from  him,  of  which  a  copy  is  sent,  marked 
— — ;  and,  in  a  very  short  time  after,  he  arrived 
himself,  and,  immediately  after.  Colonel  Beall, 
who  had  seen  a  body  of  the  enemy,  which  he 
estimated  at  four  thousand,  (without  supposing 
he  had  seen  the  whole)  enter  Nottingham,  on 
Sunday  evening.  Colonel  Monroe,  being  much 
exhausted,  retired  to  rest.  I  gave  Colonel  Beail 
on  account  of  his  experience,  orders  to  proceed 
and  join  Colonel  Hood  on  his  march  from  An- 
napolis, and  take  command  of  the  detachment. 
I  occupied  the  night  in  writing  letters  and  orders 
to  various  officers  and  persons,  and,  at  day-light, 
ordered  a  light  detachment  Irom  General  SmiTh's 
brigade,  under  Major  Peter,  the  regulars,  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  and  Lavall's  cavalry, 
to  proceed  immediately  towards  Nottingham,  to 
meet  the  enemy. 

I  proceeded  immediately  in  advance  myself, 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Monroe  and  the  gentle- 
men of  my  staff.  I  had  learned  that  Colonel 
Tilghman  with  his  cavalry  on  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  had  fallen  back  upon  Marlborough 
the  evening  before,  and  had  during  the  night 
sent  him  an  order  to  proceed  upon  the  road  from 
Marlborough  to  Nottingham,  and  meet  me  at  the 
Chapel.  Having  got  considerably  in  advance  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott's  and  Major  Peter's 
detachmeuts,  and   also  to  obtain  intelligence,  I 
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halted  at  Mr.  Oden's,  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
junction  of  the  roads  from  Marlborough  and  the 
WcodyardtoNottingham.directing  Lavall  to  gain 
the  Marlborough  road,  post  himself  at  the  Chapel, 
and  push  forward  patrols  upon  all  the  roads  to- 
wards Nottingham.  In  less  than  half  an  hour, 
and  before  the  detachments  of  Scott  and  Peter 
had  come  up,  intelligence  was  brought  that  the 
enemy  was  moving  from  Nottingham  in  force  to- 
wards the  Chapel.  I  immediately  proceeded,  with 
the  gentlemen  who  were  with  me.  to  gain  an  ob- 
servation of  the  enemy,  and  came  within  view  of 
the  enemy's  advance  about  two  miles  below  the 
Chapel.  The  observation  was  continued  until 
the  enemy  reached  the  Chapel,  and  Scoit  and  Pe- 
ter being  then  near  two  miles  distant  from  that 
point,  and  it  being  therefore  impossible  for  them 
to  reach  the  junction  of  the  Marlborough  and 
Woodyard  road  before  the  enemy,  I  sent  orders 
for  them  to  post  themselves  in  the  most  advan- 
tageous position,  and  uait  for  me  with  the  body 
of  the  cavalry.  I  turned  into  the  road  to  the 
Woodyard  and  detached  a  small  party  under  Ad- 
jutant General  Hite  on  the  Marlborough  road  to 
watch  the  enemy's  movements  on  that  road  and 
give  informatiou.  Upon  arriving  at  Oden's,  him- 
self or  some  other  person  of  the  neighborhood 
whom  I  knew,  and  on  whom  I  could  rely,  in- 
formed me  that  there  was  a  more  direct  road,  but 
not  so  much  frequented,  leading  from  Notting- 
ham to  the  Woodyard,  and  joining  that  on  which 
I  then  was,  two  miles  nearer  to  the  Woodyard. 

A  doubt  at  that  time  was  not  entertained  by 
anybody  of  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  proceed 
direct  to  Washington,  and  the  advantage  of  divid- 
ing their  force  and  proceeding  on  two  roads  run- 
ning so  near  each  other  to  the  same  point  was  so 
obvious,  that  I  gave  orders  to  Scott  and  Peter  to 
retire,  and  occupy  the  first  eligible  position  be- 
tween the  junction  of  that  road  and  the  one  we 
were  on  and  the  Woodyard  ;  despatched  a  patrol 
of  cavalry  to  observe  that  road  and  give  the  ear- 
liest notice  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  it. 
I  still  continued  the  observation  of  the  enemy 
myself,  and  he  turned  a  part  of  his  column  into 
the  road  to  the  Woodyard,  and  penetrated  a  skirt 
of  wood  which  hid  the  junction  of  the  Marlbo- 
rough and  Woodyard  road  from  view,  and  there 
halted  it  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Oden's 
house.  I  hesitated  for  some  time  whether  to 
attribute  his  delay  to  a  view  which  he  may  have 
had  of  Scott's  and  Peter's  detachment,  or  to  a 
desit^n  to  conceal  his  movement  towards  Marlbo 


rough,  the  road  to  that  place  being  concealed  by 

b.servation  which  could 
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be  gained. 

It  appeared  afterwards  that  his  whole  force 
halted  here  for  an  hour  or  upwards,  and  thus  con- 
tinued in  an  uncertainty  as  to  his  intended  route. 
I  had  in  the  meantime  rode  back  and  assisted 
Peter  and  Scott  to  post  their  detachments  in  a 
favorable  position,  from  whence  I  entertained  a 
hope  to  have  given  the  enemy  a  serious  check, 
without  much  risk  to  this  detachment.  Orders 
bad  been  previously  sent  to  General  Smith  to  post 
bis  whole  detachment  in  conjunction  with  Com- 


modore Barney,  who  had  by  this  time  joined  him 
from  Marlborough,  with  about  four  hundred  sail- 
ors and  marines,  and  had  taken  also  command  of 
the  marines,  under  Captain  Miller,  who  had  ar- 
rived from  the  city  the  night  before.  I  presumed, 
from  the  appearance  of  his  force,  it  was  about 
one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  twenty.  As 
soon  as  I  had  satisfied  myself  as  to  the  position 
and  disposition  of  Scott's  and  Peter's  detachments, 
I  advanced  again  towards  the  enemy  to  ascertain 
bis  situation  and  intentions.  It  had  uow  become 
certain  that  he  had  taken  the  road  to  Marlbo- 
rough; and  Colonel  Monroe  crossed  over  to  that 
place,  to  join  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman,  and 
observe  his  movements. 

I  sent  an  order  immediately  to  Scott  and  Peter, 
to  retire  back  lo  General  Smith,  and  the  latter  to 
take  post  at  the  points  where  the  roads  from 
Washington  City  and  the  Woodyard,  to  Marlbo- 
rough, unite.  This  order  was  incorrectly  deliv- 
ered, or  misunderstood,  and  he  took  }X)st.  instead, 
at  the  point  where  the  roads  from  the  Woodyard 
and  Marlborough,  to  the  City  of  Washington, 
unite.  The  mistake,  however,  produced  no  in- 
convenience, but,  on  the  contrary,  was  perhaps 
better  than  the  position  to  which  I  had  directed; 
because  it  threw  my  forces  more  between  Marl- 
j  borough  and  Bladensburg,  and  also  in  command 
of  the  road  by  which  the  enemy  did  finally  ad- 
!  vance,  which  the  other  position  would  not  have 
done.  Its  inconvenience  wa.^:,  that  it  left  opea 
the  road  to  Fort  Washington,  and  rendered  Gen- 
eral Young's  junction,  if  it  should  become  proper 
to  advance  him,  hazardous  on  the  road.  It  lur- 
ther  became  necessary  to  retire  still  further  back, 
and  the  only  position  where  the  troops  could  be 
tolerably  accommodated,  or  posted  to  advantage, 
was  at  Dunlap's,  or,  as  it  is  generally  called,  the 
Long,  or  the  Battalion  Old  Fields. 

General  Smith  was  therefore  ordered  to  retire 
to  that  point,  with  the  whole  of  the  troops,  ex- 
cept the  cavalry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghmaa 
and  Captain  Herbert  were  charged  with  hover- 
ing upon  the  enemy  on  all  the  roads  leading  from 
Bladensburg,  from  the  North,  and  from  Annapo- 
lis to  Marlborough.  With  Lavall's  cavalry,  I 
advanced  to  the  nearest  and  most  convenient 
positions  between  the  Woodyard  and  Marlbo- 
rough, and  found  the  enemy  quietly  halted  at 
Marlborough.  Tilghman's  cavalry  picked  up 
up  one  or  two  prisoners,  who  had  straggled  be- 
yond the  enemy's  pickets,  and  ray  eiaminatioa 
of  them  confirmed  me  that  the  enemy  did  not 
contemplate  leaving  Marlborough  that  day. 

After  remaining  near  Marlborough,  in  obser- 
vation, till  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  after- 
noon, i  returned  to  General  Smith,  where  1  ar- 
rived towards  the  close  of  the  day.  About  dark 
I  learned  that  the  President  and  Heads  of  De- 
partments had  arrived  at  a  bouse  about  a  mile  in 
the  rear  of  the  camp.  I  detached  a  captain's 
guard  to  his  quarters;  advanced  the  cavalry  of 
Lavall  on  the  roads  towards  Marlborough,  with 
orders  to  patrol  as  close  upon  theenemyas  possible 
during  the  course  of  the  night ;  and  after  having 
waded  through  the  infinite  applications,  consulta- 
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tijtjs,  and  calls,  necessarily  arising  from  a  body  of 
[($  thousan.j  five  hundred  men,  not  three  days 
Im  their  h<)mes,  without  organization,  or  any 
•ctical  knoiwledge  of  service  on  the  part  of  their 
iters,  and  lieing  obliged  to  listen  to  the  oflScious 
Mwell  intended  information  and  advice  of  the 
)wd.  who,  at  such  a  time,  would  be  full  of  both, 
^y  down  tO  snatch  a  moment  of  rest. 

causeles-s  alarm  from   one  of  the  sentinels 

ited   the  wjiole  force  under  arms  about  three 

Jfock  in  thf»  morning.     A  short  time  after  sun- 

riMo,  I  rode  oier  to  the  quarters  of  the  President, 

Icliipforra  hii>  and  the  Secretary  of  War  of  ihe 

'silije  of  thmys.     Upon   my  return,  rumors  pre- 

>iiied    that    {he  enemy   had   taken    the  road  to 

'Qfciten  Ann, {which  was  directly  leading  to  An- 

Diif^lis.     I  cquld  not,  however,  suppose  that  Lieu- 

.  tf  iknt  Coloni'l  Tilghman  and  Captain   Herbert 

■»  fcld  fail  tojadvise  me  if  the  fact  were  so.    The 

n  i90r,  howe  Jer.  gained  ground  ;  and  just  at  this 

ti   li?,  Mr.   Li|ffborough,  of  this  city,  with  some 

fi;  (jen  or   twenty  mounted  men,  offered  himself 

re  iJty  to  perlijrm  any  duties  on  which  I  could 

er   »iloy  themv    I  immediately  despatched  him  to 

Si   frtain  the  iruth  of  this  report,  by  penetrating 

lie/ iJiat  road.  4nd  also  to  obtain  whatever  infor- 

xc  ,iioD  he  co{jId  relative  to  the  enemy.     About 

1^  ejve  o'clock;  he  sent  me  decisive  information 

tji   t»  the  enemy  were  not  on  the  Annapolis  road. 

1* received  Cf^nstant  intelligence  that  the  enemy 

8^1  Jj  remained  in   Marlborough;   and,  therefore. 

ff    fno  doubt  ifhat,  if  he  intended  to  take  the  road 

l'^  .iflnapolis,  finy  movement  upon  that  road  was 

CO  \i  an  advaoce  party  for  observation,  and  pre- 

M  Itory  to  a  general  movement;  and  as  tlie  morn- 

ic    advanced, ;and   the  information  brought  still 

cc  .(irraed  lhe:impres*ion  that  the  enemy  intend- 

«c    jno    movei|ienl    from   Upper   Marlborough,  1 

reAaJved   to   tiideavor   to    concentrate   the    force 

(^l|ich  I  hopl?d  had  now  considerably  accurau- 

hVii  within  tjiy  reach)  down  upon  the   enemy's 

Iiiu'^  near  Mvlborough. 

I Jaccoringty  ordered  a  light  detachment  to  be 

forward   by    General  Smith,   under    Major 

d  having  also  learned  by  Major  Wood- 

Geni.'ral  Siansbury's  staff,  that   he  had 

aji^Bved  the  evening  before  at  Bladensburg.  1  sent 

-•^    I'rs  to  hini  to  advance  toward   Marlborouch. 

a*j|  to    take)posi  at   the   point  where  the  Old 

ds  to  U,u^n  Ann  crosses  the  road  from  Bla- 

ij^wsburg  to  -Marlborough,   which   brought   him 

%  Jhin  lour   iiiiles  of  the  Old    Fields,  and  within 

^Ttpln  SIX  to  eipht  of  the  enemy.     I  was  anxiously 

^^iing  to   htar  of  Lieutenant  Colonel    Beall's 

fi^fefP^s  witl^  the  dotachmenl  for  Annapolis,  and 

e^Cieutenanl  Colonel   Sierrei's  from  Baltimore. 

iThe  Presii^ent  and  Heads  of  Department  had 


S^«t  forw 
Bi<ir,  an( 

tH^  of  ( 


b^t^   upon  thji 

C'itfintiunicatH 


tiije  field  since  about  eight  o'clock.  I 
M  my  views  and  intentions, as  above 
ditkiled.  and  jnforraed  them  that  I  proposed  my- 
iM»  to  pass  over  the  road  from  Bladensburg  to 
Mjaftflboroughlto  meet  General  Stansbury;  to  make 
qjL'.er  observ<stions  upon  the  road  direct  from  the 
€*(^my  to  BUilensburg,  and  to  establish  more  ihor- 
vtjhly  a  con^-ert  between  Siansbury  and  Smith's 
i||imand  ;  tU  be  also  nearer  to  Beall,  to  give  him 

li 


I? 


also  a  direction  towards  the  enemy  on  the  road 
leading  into  Marlboiough  from  the  North,  if  my 
intelligence  should  continue  to  justify  it,  and  to 
draw  down  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret,  with  his 
force,  as  soon  as  I  should  ascertain  where  it  was. 
I  accordingly,  with  a  troop  of  Lavall's  cavalry, 
proceeded  about  twelve  o'clock  :  upon  arriving 
at  the  Bladensburg  road  I  halted,  and  pushed  a 
patrol  of  cavalry  down  towards  Marlborough. 

In  a  few  minutes  after,  three  of  Captain  Her- 
bert's troop,  who  were  observing  down  the  same 
road,  arrived  with  two  prisoners,  who  they  had 
just  seized  in  a  very  bold  and  dexterous  manner. 
The  information  of  these  prisoners  confirmed  the 
impression  that  the  enemy  did  not  intend  to  move 
from  Marlborough  that  day  ;  and  as  it  was  now 
one  o'clock,  I  felt  little  doubt  of  it.  After  re- 
maining some  time  for  intelligence  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slates'  dragoons  that  I  had  sent  down  with 
orders  to  press  down  as  closely  as  possible  upon 
the  enemy,  a  slight  firing  was  heard  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  enemy,  which  I  concluded  was  from 
the  enemy's  picket  upon  this  party.  A  few  mo- 
ments confirmed  this  conjecture,  by  the  return  of 
a  dragoon  with  this  intelligence.  A  more  con- 
siderable firing  was  then  however  heard,  which 
I  concluded  to  be  a  skirmishing  by  Peter's  detach- 
ment with  the  enemy,  put  upon  the  alert  and 
advance  by  the  firing  at  the  dragoons. 

The  firing  soon  after  ceased,  and  after  having 
sent  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  fact,  with 
directions  to  follow  with  intelligence  on  towards 
Bladensburg,  in  which  direction  I  proceeded  with 
the  expectation  of  meeting  General  Stansbury, 
nnd  with  the  intention  to  halt  him  until  my  intel- 
ligence should  decide  my  further  proceeding?. 

I  had  proceeded  within  four  or  five  miles  of 
Bladensburg  without  meeting  General  Stansbury, 
when  I  was  overtaken  by  Major  McKenney,  a 
volunteer  aid  with  General  Smith,  who  informed 
me  that  Peter  had  skirmished  with  the  advanc- 
ing enemy,  who  had  driven  him  back  on  General 
Smith,  and  that  the  enemy  had  halted  within 
three  miles  of  the  Old  Fields;  that,  agreeably  to 
my  directions  upon  the  probability  of  an  attack, 
General  Smith  had  sent  off  the  baggage  across 
the  Eastern  Branch;  and  that  himself  and  Com- 
modore Barney  had  drawn  up  the  forces  ready  to 
receive  the  enemy,  should  he  advance.  On  my 
way  towards  Bladensburg  I  had  left  orders  wild 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman's  cavalry  to  con- 
tinue their  observation  on  the  Bladensburg  and 
Marlborough  roads,  and,  in  case  the  enemy  should 
move  on  that  road,  to  give  General  Stansbury 
immediate  notice,  and  fall  back  on  him.  In 
proceeding  to  the  Old  Fields,  I  met  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Tilghman  himself,  and  renewed  these 
directions.  Captain  Herbert  was  also  between 
General  Stansbury  and  the  enemy,  with  the  same 
instructions. 

When  Major  McKenney  gave  me  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  I  despatched 
an  aid  to  General  Siansbury,  with  directions  to 
him  to  fall  back  and  lake  the  best  position  in  ad- 
vance of  Bladensburg,  and  unite  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Sterret.  with  him  should  he  arrive  at  Bla- 
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should 
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densburg, as  I  expected, that  evening; 

he  be  attacked,  to  resist  as  long  as  possible  ; 

if  obliged  to  retire,  to  retreat  towards  the  city. 

I  reached  the  Old  Fields  about  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon. and  found  General  Smith  and  Com- 
modore Barney  had  judiciously  posted  their  men 
in  expectation  of  the  enemy,  and  were  expecting 
his  approach.     The  head  of  ihe  enemy's  column 
was  about  three  miles  from  our  position,  and  five 
miles  from  Marlborough.     He  must  have  reached 
that  point  by  or  before  one  o'clock,  and  his  hall 
there  at  that  period  of  the  day,  so  short  a  distance 
from  Marlborough,  and  apparently  only   drawn 
out  by  my  parties  pressing  upon  hira,  and  at  the 
point  from  whence  he  could  lake  the  road  to  Bla- 
densburg. to  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  or  Fort 
Washington,  indifferently,  or  it  might  be  to  cover 
his  march  upon  Annapolis  ;  to  which  place  he  had 
strong  temptations   to  proceed.     His  force  was 
very  imperfectly  known,  the  opinions  and  repre- 
sentations varying  from  four  to  twelve  thousand  : 
the  belter  opinion  fixed  it  from  five  to  seven  thou- 
sand.    If  he  supposed  his  force  insufficient  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washington,  and  further  reinforcements 
were  expected,  which  all  information  concurred 
to  state,  the  natural  conclusion  was,  that  he  would 
seek  some  place  where  he  could  in  security  refresh 
his  men,  and  place  them  in  comfortable  quarters, 
near  a  convenient  port  for  his  ships,  and  whence, 
upon  receiving  reinforcements,  he  would    be  rea- 
dy  to  act   against   the   important    points  of  the 
country.     Having,  therefore,  already  accomplish- 
ed one  great   object  of  the   expedition — the  de- 
struction of  Commodore  Barney's  flotilla— if  he 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  proceed  further  into  the 
country,  Annapolis  offered  him  a  place  in  all  re- 
spects such  as  he  would  desire.     It  brought  him 
to  a  fine  port,  where  his  ships  could  lie  in  safety  ; 
it  afforded  abundant  and  comfortable  quarters  for 
his  men  ;  magazines  and  store-houses  for  all  his 
stores  and  munitions  of  every  description;  was 
capable,  wilh  very  little  labor,  of  being  rendered 
impregnable  by  land,  and  commanded  ihe  water ; 
it   was   the   nearest    point  of  debarkation   to  the 
City  of  Washington,  without  entering  a  narrow 
river,  liable  to  greai  uncertainty  in   its   naviga- 
tion  from  adverse  winds ;    and    was  at  hand  to 
Baltimore  ;  equally  ihreaiening  those  two  great 
points,    and    rendering    it    absolutely    necessary 
to  keep  a  force  doubly  sufficient  to  resist  him — 
one  for    the  protection  of  Washington,  the  other 
for  Baltimore.    The  squadron  which  was  ascend- 
ing the  Potomac,  and  had  now  passed  the  Kettle 
Bottoms,  the  only  obstruction   in  the  navigation 
of  the  river,  might  be  only  a  feinl.  the  more  effec- 
tually to  couceal  their  intentions  against  Anna- 
polis; or.  what  was  more  probable,  was  intended 
to  unite  with  the  land  force,  and  co-operate  in  a 
joint  attack  on  Washington.     It  was,  therefore, 
strongly  believed,  that   the  land   force  was  des- 
tined 10   proceed   and    lake  Fort  Washington  in 
ihe   rear,  where  it  was  wholly  defenceless,  while 
it  was  capable  of  offering  a  very  formidable   re- 
sistance to  the  ascent  of  ships  up  the  river,  and, 
imperfect  as  it  was,  perhaps  capable  of  repulsing 
them  altogether.     And  it  was  therefore   that  1 


sent  to  General  Young,  when  the  force  under 
General  Smith  fell  back  to  the  Old  Fields,  to 
take  a  position  so  as  to  protect  Fort  Washington, 
and  avoid  being  taken  in  the  rear  by  the  enemy. 
If  the  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  proceed  di- 
rect to  Washington,  the  road  by  Bladensburg 
offered  fewer  obstructions  than  that  over  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge, although  it  was  six  miles 
further ;  and  yet,  if  I  had  retired  toward  Bladens- 
burg, I  should  have  been  removed  so  much  further 
from  annoying  or  impeding  the  enemy  if  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Fort  Washington  ;  and  I  should  have 
left  the  road  to  Washington  City,  by  the  Easlera 
Branch  bridge,  open  to  hira.  which,  alihough  I 
had.  as  I  supposed,  left  a  secure  arrangement  for 
its  destruction,  yet  the  importance  of  leaving  that 
bridge  as  long  as  possible,  on  account  of  its  great 
value  to  us,  and  the  danger  that,  in  llie  multitude 
of  business  which  was  accumulated  on  every  per- 
son during  such  alarm,  confusion,  and  disorder, 
arising  at  such  a  moment,  with  such  raw,  undisci- 
plined, inexperienced,  and  unknown  officers  and 
men,  rendered  it  hazardous  to  trust  this  direct 
and  important  pass  unguarded. 

It  was  under  all  these  circumstances,  that, 
after  waiting  for  the  enemy  at  Old  Fields  till 
sundown,  that  I  determined  to  retire  over  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge,  in  which  Commodore 
Barney  concurred,  and  his  force  with  mine  pro- 
ceeded accordingly.  a 

My  reasons  for  not  remaining  at  the  Old  Fields 
during  the  night  was.  if  an  attack  should  be  made 
in  the  night,  our  own  superiority,  which  lay  in 
artillery,  was  lost,  and  the  inexperience  of  the 
troops  would  subject  them  to  certain,  infallible, 
and  irremediable  disorder,  and  probably  destruc- 
tion, and  thereby  occasion  the  loss  of  a  full  half 
of  the  force  which  I  could  hope  to  oppose,  under 
more  favorable  circumstances,  to  the  enemy. 

The  reasons  for  retiring  by  the  Eastern  Branch 
bridge,  were,  the  absolute  security  it  gave  to  that 
pass,  the  greater  facility  of  joining  General 
Young,  and  aiding  in  the  protection  of  Fort 
Washington,  the  greater  facility  of  pursuing  the 
enemy  should  he  recede  and  proceed  to  Annap- 
olis, and  the  certainty  that  I  could  draw  General 
Stansbury  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret  to  me 
if  the  enemy  advauced  too  rapidly  for  me  to 
advance  and  unite  to  support  them. 

Under  the  harassing  and  perplexing  embar- 
rassments, arising  from  having  a  mass  of  men 
suddenly  assembled,  without  organization,  disci- 
pline, or  officers  of  any,  the  least^  knowledge  of 
service,  except  in  the  case  of  Major  Peter,  or,  if 


possessing  it,  unknown  to  me  as  such,  and  the 
wearied  and  exhausted  state  in  which  incessant 
application  and  eieriion,  for  nearly  five  uninter- 
rupted days  and  nights,  had  left  me,  these  views 
offered  themselves  to  my  mind,  and  determined 
me  to  fall  back,  on  Tuesday  evening,  to  the 
bridge,  instead  of  Bladensburg.  Since  the  event 
has  "passed,  and  if  a  movement  to  Bladensburg, 
had  It  been  made,  would  not  have  induced  the 
enemy  to  pursue  another  course,  it  is  easy  to  de- 
termine that  a  retreat  to  Bladensburg  might  have 
been  better ;  but  those  who  undertake  to  pass  a 
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'ju  lament.  sh(>uld  place  themselves  back  to  the 
lOifc^ient  and 'situation  I  was  in  when  I  formed 
!tl  >fe^olutioi:i,  and  it  will  b*  very  difficult  to  find 
iir^Ti  error;  ior  if  one,  it  is  of  that  sort  which 
lis  Supported."  when  viewed  in  perspective,  by 
Jsi  cjpger  reatpns  than  those  which  oppose  it; 
'ar,  I)  is  only  (^und  to  be  an  error  by  the  expe- 
'«ri'  ace  whichjjio  often  confounds  all  reason  and 
:Ca  (julatioD.     •' 

ipon  arriving  at  the  bridge,  about  ei::ht 
'o'<  l^ck,  I  dir<|cted  General  Smith  to  halt  his 
■jm  ^  in  the  ijiost  convenient  position  nrar  the 
4)r|  !ge,  on  thii  side;  and  I  passed  over  and  rode 

,ttly  to  thf  President's,  and  informed  him  of 
jhen  stat^  of  things.  I  had  expected  that  I 
ild    probajbly   have  found    the    Secretary    of 

■f  and  other  Heads  of  Departments  there,  but 
had   respectively  retired  to  their  homes.     I 

jined  to  rtie  bridge,  leaving  at  McKeowin's 
the  borrowed  horse  on  which  I  rode.    Both 


I  had  with  me 


being 


exhausted  and  worn 


«lcit^i,  and  as  I  knew  no  one  who  had  a  horse  in 
a  I'^ereni  siroation.  I  proceeded  on  foot  to  the 
Genefial  Smith  was  not  at  the  moment 
1  proceeded  on  to  the  bridge,  where  I 
about  ijiirty  men  with  axes,  for  the  pur- 
cf  cutting  the  bridge  down,  and  no  other 
[aration  for  destroying  it  made.  I  proceeded 
to  the  camp;  detached  a  party  of  volun- 
^etjjr^  to  burn  ;he  upper  bridge  at  once  ;  detached 
a  Jp^yty  of  re.^lar  infantry  across  the  bridge,  in 
^d^jjnce  toward  the  enemy  about  half  a  raile,  to 
■pri  i^nt  him  fnira  seizing  it  by  surprise,  and  posted 
^(■^^th's  artillery  to  command  the  pass  of  the 
J)r  l^e  on  this  side.  I  learned  at  the  bridge  that 
persons  from   the  Navy  Yard  had  ^en  to 
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pridge  to  'take  some  steps  for  destroying  it, 
«D  li;knowing  |hat  this  was  the  nearest,  and  the 
pc  >»  place,  indeed,  from  whence  I  could  draw 
<h,  l)owder,  byats,  and  combustibles,  for  the  pur- 
jpc  aof  rendering  its  destruction  sure  at  any  mo- 
f"lix  ■  ^  Pfocc'^'^^'d.  accompanied  by  Major  Co 


q>;!; 


eorgetow.n,  to  ascertain  what  preparations 
iaii^been  mad)e.  I  arrived  there  about  twelve  or 
:i)D#to'clock.  sjiw  Colonel  Wharton,  who  referred 
SQifo  Comracfdore  Tingey,  to  whom  I  then  pro- 
x:elijed  and  roused  him  from  bed.  He  informed 
in>vihat  sevecal  casks  of  powder  were  ready  in 
,bo.»i*>  to  be  sefjt  from  the  Navy  Yard  to  blow  up 
,thJ  bridge  when  necessary.  I  begged  him  to  in- 
icrtiai^e  the  quantity  of  powder,  to  furnish  a  quan- 
-titi.of  combustibles  also  to  be  laid  upon  the 
brjijje,  that  il.s  destruction,  when  necessary,  in 
oni-way  or  i^ther,  might  be  put  beyond  doubt. 
Cicumodore  Tingey  undertook  to  liave  what  I 
re(^  Li'ested  provided,  and  sent  without  delay  to  the 
bn  Ijfe.  I  retjirned  to  the  bridge  to  see  that  the 
da  i-rent  detachments  which  I  had  stationed  there 
W(  ;e  upon  thje  alert,  and  understood  the  objects 
for  which  thiey  were  detached.  And  I  thence 
ret  rned  to  t}ie  camp,  between  three  and  four 
o'c  ock,  much  exhausted,  and  considerably  hurt 
in  he  right  arm  and  ancle  from  a  severe  fall 
wl;  '-h  I  had  into  a  guUey  or  ditch  on  ray  way  to 
thL  Navy  Yaijd.  I  snatched  about  an  hour  or  two 
of  I'eep,  rose,  jand  proceeded  to  gather  my  attend- 


ants and  horses,  much  exhausted  and  worn  down 
by  the  incessant  action  of  the  three  preceding 
days,  and  proceeded  to  establish  my  headquar- 
ters at  a  house  near  the  bridge. 

My  patrols  and  videttes  not  having  yet  brought 
me  any  intelligence  of  a  movement  of  the  ene- 
my, and  being  still  doubtful  whether  he  might 
not  move  upon  Annapolis,  Fort  Warburton.^'or 
toward  the  bridge,  rather  than  Bladensburg,  I 
held  the  position  near  the  bridge  as  that  which, 
under  all  circumstances,  would  enable  me  best  to 
act  against  the  enemy  in  any  alternative.  I 
learned  about  this  time,  with  considerable  morti- 
fication, that  General  Stansbury,  from  misunder- 
standing or  some  other  cause,  instead  of  holding 
a  position  during  the  night  in  advance  of  Bladens- 
burg. had  taken  one  about  a  mile  in  its  rear;  and 
that  his  men,  from  a  causeless  alarm,  had  been 
under  arms  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  and 
moved  once  or  twice,  and  that  he  was  at  that  mo- 
ment on  his  march  into  the  city.  I  instantly  sent 
him  an  order  to  resume  his  position  at  Bladens- 
burg ;  to  post  himself  to  the  best  advantage ;  make 
the  utmost  resistance,  and  rely  upon  my  support- 
ing him  if  the  enemy  should  move  upon  that  road. 
I  had,  at  a  very  early  hour  in  the  morning,  de- 
tached Cantain  Graham,  with  his  troop  of  Vir- 
ginia cavalry,  to  proceed,  by  Bladensburg,  down 
upon  the  road  toward  the  enemy,  and  insure,  by 
that  means,  timely  notice  to  General  Stansbury 
andmyself,should  iheenemy  turn  that  way.  With 
this  addition  to  the  cavalry  already  on  those  roads, 
it  became  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  take  any 
steps  unobserved.  Additional  cavalry  patrols  and 
videttes  were  al>»o  detached  upon  all  the  roads 
across  the  bridge,  to  insure  the  certainty  of  intel- 
ligence, let  the  enemy  move  as  he  might. 

Colonel  Minor  had  also  arrived  in  the  city  the 
evening  before,  with  five  or  six  hundred  militia 
from  Virginia,  but  they  were  without  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, or  ammunition.  I  urged  him  to 
hasten  his  equipment,  which  I  lears  was  delayed 
by  some  difficulty  in  finding  Colonel  Carbery, 
charged  with  that  business;  and  he  had  not  re- 
ceived his  arms,  Ac,  when,  about  10  o'clock,  I 
received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  turned 
the  head  of  his  column  towards  Bladensburg. 
Commodore  Barney  had,  upon  my  suggestion, 
posted  his  artillery  to  command  the  bridge  early 
in  the  morning. 

As  soon  as  1  learned  the  enemy  were  moving 
towards  Bladensburg,  I  ordered  General  Smith, 
with  the  whole  of  the  troops,  to  move  immedi- 
ately to  that  point. 

The  necessary  detention  arising  from  orders  to 
issue,  interrogations,  and  applications  to  be  an- 
swered from  all  points  being  past.  I  proceeded  on 
to  Bladensburg.  leaving  the  President  and  some 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  at  my  quarters, 
where  they  had  been  for  an  hour  or  more.  I  ar- 
rived at  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg  about  twelve 
o'clock,  where  I  found  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall 
had  at  that  moment  passed  with  his  command, 
having  just  arrived  from  Annapolis.  I  had  passed 
the  line  of  Stansbury's  brigade,  formed  in  the 
field  upon  the  left  of  the  road,  at  about  a  quarter 


I 


1617 


APPENDIX. 


1618 


Capture  of  the  City  of  Washington. 


of  R  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  bridge;  and  on  the 
road,  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  Stansbury's 
line,  I  met  several  gentlemen,  and.  among  the 
others.  I  think  Mr.  Francis  Key,  of  Georgetown,  : 
who  informed  mc  that  he  had  thought  that  the  , 
troops  coming  from  the  city  could  be  most  advan-  j 
tageously  posted  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road 
near  that  point.     General  Smith  being  present,  | 
Mr.  Key  undertook,  I  believe,  being  sent  for  thai  j 
purpose,  to  show  the   positions  proposed.     I  left  j 
General   Smith   to  make  a  disposition  of  these  : 
troops,  and  proceeded  to  the  bridge,  where  I  found 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall  as  before  slated.*    I  in-  . 
quired  whether  he  had   any  directions  as  to  his 
position  ;  he  replied,   he  had   been  shown  a  high  I 
hill  upon  the  right  of  the  road,  ranging  with  the  < 
proposed   second   line.     It  being  a  commanding 
position,  and  necessary  to  be  occupied   by  some 
corps,  I  directed  him  to  proceed  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  he  had  received.     I  then  rode  up  to 
a  battery  which  had  been  thrown  up  to  command 
the  street   which  entered  Dladen^bur^^  from  the 
side  of  the  enemy  and  the  bridge,  where  I  found 
the  Baltimore  artillery  posted,  with  the  Baltimore 
riflemen  tosupport  them.    Upon  inquiry,  I  learned 
that  General  Stansbury  was  on  a  rising  ground 
upon   the   left  of  his  line.     I  rode  immediately 
thither,  and  found  him  and  Colonel  Monroe  to- 
gether.    The  latter  genileman  informed  me  that 
he  had  been  aiding  General  Stansbury  to  post  his 
line,  and  wished  me  to  proceed  to  examine  it 
with  them,  to  see  how  far  I  approved  of  it.     We 
were  just  proceeding  with  this  view,  when  some 
person  rode  up  and  stated  that  news  had  just  been 
received  of  a  signal  victory  obtained  by  General 
Izard  over  the  enemy,  in  which  one  thousand  of 
the  enemy  were  slain  and  many  prisoners  taken. 
I  ordered  the  news  to  be  immediately  communi- 
cated to  the  troops,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ad- 
ditional impulse  to  their  spiritsand  courage.    The 
column  of  the  enemy  at  this  moment  appeared  in 
view,  about  a  mile  distant,  moving  up  the  East- 
ern Branch,  parallel  to  our  position.     From  the 
left,  where  1  was,  I  perceived  that,  if  the  position 
of  the  advanced  artillery  were  forced,  that  two  or 
three  pieces  on   the  left  of  Stansbury  would  be 
necessary  to  scour  an  orchard  which  lay  between 
his  line  and  his  artillery,  and   for  another  rifle 
company  to  increase  the  support  of  this  artillery. 
These  were   promptly   sent  forward  by  General 
Smith,  and  posted  as  hastily  as  possible;   and  it 
was  barely  accomplished  before  I  was  obliged  to 
give  orders  to  the  advanced  artillery  to  open  upon 
the  enemy,  who  was  descending  the  street  toward 
the    bridge.     All   further  examination   or   move- 


•  Since  writing  the  above  I  hare  seen  General  Smith, 
who  informs  me  that  Mr.  Key  had  been  examining  the 
grounds  with  him,  and  that  it  waii  bis  views  that  Mr. 
Key  had  been  stating.  He  came  up  at  the  moment 
Mr.  Key  had  given  me  the  information.  I  have  been 
under  the  impression,  till  thus  corrected,  that  it  was 
the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Monroe  and  General  Stans- 
bury that  had  suggested  that  position.  This  circum- 
stance is  immaterial,  except  for  the  purpose  of  literal 
accuracy  when  necessary. 


roent  was  now  impossible,  and  the  position  where 
I  then  was.  immediately  in  rear  of  the  left  of 
Stansbury's  line,  being  the  most  advanced  posi- 
tion from  which  I  could  have  any  commanding 
view,  I  remained  there.  The  fire  of  our  advanced 
artillery  occasioned  the  enemy,  who  were  ad- 
vancing, and  who  were  light  troops,  to  leave  the 
street,  and  they  crept  down,  under  the  cover  of 
houses  and  trees,  in  loose  order,  so  as  not  to  ex- 
pose them  to  risk  from  the  shot;  it  was.  there- 
fore, only  occasionally  that  an  object  presented  at 
which  the  artillery  could  fire. 

In  this  sort  of  suspension  the  enemy  began  to 
throw  his  rockets,  and  his  light  troops  began  to 
accumulate  down  in  the  lower  pnrts  of  the  town, 
and  near  the  bridge,  but  principally  covered  from 
view   by  the  houses.     Their  light  troops,  how- 
ever, soon  began  to  issue  out  and  press  across  the 
creek,   which    was  everywhere   fordable,  and  in 
most  places  lined  with   bushes  and  trees,  which 
were  sufficient,  however,  to  conceal   the  move- 
ments of  light  troops,  who  act  in  the  manner  of 
theirs,  singly.    The  advanced  riflemen  now  began 
to  fire,  and  continued  it  for  a  half  a  dozen  rounds, 
when  I  observed  them   to  run  back  to  the  skirts 
of  the  orchard  on   the  left,  where  they  became 
visible,  the  boughs  of  the  orchard  trees  conceal- 
ing their  original  position,  as  a^o  that  of  the  ar- 
tillery, from  view.     A  retreat  of  twenty  or  thirty 
yards  from  their  original  position  toward  the  left 
brought  them  in  view  on  the  edge  of  the  orchard; 
they   hailed  there,  and  seemed  for  a  moment  re- 
turning to  their  position,  but  in  a  few  minutes 
entirely  broke,  and  retired  to   the  left  of  Stans- 
bury's line.     I  immediately  ordered  the  fifth  Bal- 
timore regiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret,  be- 
ing the  left  of  Stansbury's  line,  to  advance  and 
sustain  the  artillery.   They  promptly  commenced 
this  movement,  but  the  rockets,  which  had  for  the 
first   three  or  four  passed    very   high  above  the 
heads  of  the  line,  now  received  a  more  horizontal 
direction,  and  passed'very  close  above  the  heads 
of  Shutz's  and  Ragan's  regiments,  composing  the 
centre  and  left  of  Stansbury's  line.     A  universal 
flight  of  these  two  regiments  was  the  consequence. 
This  leaving  the  right  of  the  fifth  wholly  unsup- 
ported, I  ordered  it  to  h^l'  5  rode  swifily  across  the 
field  toward  those  who  had  so  shamefully  fled,  and 
exerted  my  voice  to  the  utmost  to  arrest  them. 
They  halted,  began  to  collect,  and  seemed  to  be 
returning  to  iheir  places.    An  ill-founded  reliance 
that  their  officers  would  succeed  in  rallying  them, 
when  I  had  thus  succeeded  in  stopping  the  great- 
est part  of  them,  induced  me  immediately  to  re- 
turn to  the  fifth,  the  situation  of  which  was  like- 
ly to  become  very  critical,  and  that  position  gave 
me  the  best  command  of  view.     To  my  astonish- 
ment and  mortification,  however,  when  I  had  re- 
gained  my  position,  I  found  the  whole  of  these 
regiments  (except  a  few  of  Ragan's,  not  more 
than   forty,  rallied   by  himself,  and  as  many  per- 
haps of  Shutz's  rallied,  I  learn  by  Captain  Shower 
and  Captain  .  whose  name  I  do  not  recol- 
lect) were  flying  in  the  utmost  precipiiaiion  and 
disorder. 
The   advanced  artillery  had  immediately  fol- 
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jed  the  riflemen,  and  retired  by  the  left  of  the 

fi.     I  directed   them  to  take   post  on  a  rising 
und  whicih  I  pointed  out  in  the  rear.    The  fifth, 
af  ^  the  artililery  on  its  left,  still  remained,  and  I 
K»|)ed  that  ijieir  fire,  notwithstanding  the  obstruc- 
>/)«  of  the  boughs  of  the  orchard,  which,  being 
i4pw.  covered  the  enemy,  woiild  have  been  ena- 
»<^  to  scour  this  approach  and  prevent  his  ad- 
wfcce.     Thtj  enemy's  light  troops,  by  single  men, 
sfiiwed  themselves  on  the  lower  edge  of  the  left 
cf  Ihe  orchard,  and  received  the  fire  of  this  artil- 
lA-r  and  the  ^fth,  which  made  them  draw  back. 
'Jff^  cover  lb  them   was,  however,  so  complete, 
they  wire  enabled  to  advance  singly,  and 
£  posiiionti  from  which  their  fire  annoyed  the 
h  considerably,  without  either  that  regiment 
the  artillery  being  able  to  return  the  fire  with 
y  probability  of  effect.     In  this  situation  I  had 
'.iially  givt^n  an  order  to  (he  fifth  and  artillery 
t(*lretire  up  to  the  hill,  toward  a  wood  more  to 
tXileft  and  i  little  in  the  rear,  for  the  purpose  of 
rtb>wing  theip  further  from  the  orchard,  and  out 
uC  Veach  of  (he  enemy's  fire,  while  he  was  shel- 
t4^d  by  the  f)rchard.     An  aversion,  however,  to 
mire  before  'the  necessity  became  stronger,  and 
il^  hope  thai  the  enemy  would  issue  in  a  body 
frrin  the  left -of  the  orchard,  and  enable  us  to  act 
u|4n  him  on;terms  of  equaliiy,  and  a  fear  that  a 
nxLvement  of  retreat  might,  in  raw  troops,  pro- 
d 
d 
d 
tl' 

p<isW  the  entjniy  raigh 
alC'l  numbers.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  now  began, 
h'  \Jrever,  to  annoy  the  fifth  still  more  in  wound- 
ii  ;: .several  qf  them,  and  a  strong  column  of  the 
er  ii\\y  havint;^  passed  up  the  road  as  high  as  the 
ri  ;Jit  of  the  pfih,  and  beginning  to  deploy  into 
tl  ;  field  to  tilke  them  in  Sank,  1  directed  the  ar- 
ti  ;ery  to  reiij-e  to  the  hill,  to  which  I  had  direct- 
Ci  the  Baltimore  artillery  toproceed  and  halt,  and 
o  d;ered  the  Jifih  regiment  also  to  retire.  This 
c  ;ps,  whicll  had  heretofore  acted  so  firmly, 
Ckidced  the ,^ usual  incapacity  of  raw  troops  to 
n.  jke  orderly  movements  in  the  face  of  the  ene- 
lu  r,  and  theii"  retreat  in  a  very  few  moments  be- 
c;  \te  a  dighf  of  absolute  and  total  disorder. 

jhe  direct' line  of  retreat  to  the  whole  of  this 
fii  y^  line,  be^ng  to  the  hill  on  which  1  had  di- 
rt ^ted  the  a.vtillery  to  halt,  and  immediately  in 
Of  piiexion  with  the  positions  of  General  Smith's 
c-frtis,  which  were  not  arrayed  in  line,  but  posted 
o  ^dvantagtjous  positions  in  connexion  with  and 
SI  ^:»portin2  eijch  other,  according  as  the  nature  of 
li  t  ground  admitted  and  required,  I  had  not  for 
a  tioment,  di^per^ed  and  disordered  as  was  the 
w  )-;le  of  Stansbury's  command,  supposed  that 
ll  \x  retreat  would  have  taken  a  different  direc- 
tii  ft.  But  it  ;oon  became  apparent  that  the  whole 
DQ  i*s  were  throwing  themselves  off  to  the  right 
oi  jhe  retreatt  toward  Montgomery  Court-house, 
ai  l||  flying  w]de  of  this  point;  the  whole  of  the 
\  'Jilry,  probiibly  from  the  pressure  of  the  infan- 
r  ithat  wayjwere  also  thrown  wide  of  the  line 
oi^tji^tieat  toviFard  the  right.     After  making  every 
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effort  to  turn  the  current  more  towards  General 
Smith's  command  and  the  city,  in  vain,  and  find- 
ing that  it  was  impossible  to  collect  any  force  to 
support  ihe  artillery  which  I  had  directed  to  halt, 
and  finding  also  that  the  enemy's  light  troops 
were  extending  themselves  in  that  direction,  and 
pressing  the  pursuit,  I  directed  the  artillery  to 
continue  their  retreat,  on  the  road  they  then  were. 
toward  the  Capitol,  it  being  impossible  for  them 
to  get  across  to  the  turnpike  road,  or  unite  with 
General  Smith's  brigade. 

The  hope  of  again  forming  ihe  first  line  at  thi? 
point,  and  there  renewing  the  retreat,  or,  at  all 
events,  of  being  able  to  rally  them  U^tween  the 
Capitol  and  that  point,  and  renewing  the  contest, 
induced  me.  at  the  moment  I  directed  the  fifth 
regiment  to  retreat,  to  request  Mr.  Riggs,  of 
Georgetown,  to  proceed  to  the  President  and  in- 
form him  that  we  had  been  driven  back,  but  that 
it  was  my  hope  and  intention  to  form  and  renew 
the  contest  between  that  place  and  the  Capitol. 

As  soon  as  I  found  it  vain  lunger  to  endeavor 
to  turn  the  tide  of  retreat  toward  the  left,  I  turned 
toward  the  position  occupied  by  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Beall,  Commodore  Barney,  and  General 
Smith.  By  this  lime  the  enemy  had  advanced 
up  the  road,  had  driven  back  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Kramer's  command,  posted  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  in  advance  of  Commodore  Barney,  af- 
ter having  well  maintained  his  position  and  much 
hurt  the  enemy,  and  alsocontinued  to  fire  during 
his  retreat.  He  had  come  under  the  destructive 
fire  of  Commodore  Barney,  which  had  turned  him 
up  the  hill  towards  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall, 
whose  detachment  gave  one  or  two  ineffective 
fires  and  fled.  Their  position  was  known  to  me, 
was  very  conspicuous,  and  the  extreme  right. 
The  enemy,  therefore,  had  gained  this  command- 
ing position,  and  was  passing  our  right  flank  ;  his 
force  pursuing  on  the  left,  had  also  advanced  to  a 
line  wiih  our  left,  and  there  was  nothing  tliere  to 
oppose  him.  To  preserve  Smith's  command  from 
being  pressed  in  front  by  fresh  troops  of  the  ene- 
my, who  were  coming  on  at  the  same  time,  while 
they  were  under  the  certainty  of  being  a>sailed 
on  both  flanks  and  rear  by  the  enemy,  who  re- 
spectively gained  them,  in  which  circumstances 
their  destruction  or  surrender  would  have  been 
inevitable,  I  sent  (ray  horse  being  unable  to  move 
with  the  rapidity  1  wished)  to  General  Smith  to 
retreat.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  relative  po- 
sition of  the  different  corps  composing  his  com- 
mand, and  cannot  therefore  determine  who  of  them 
engaged  the  enemy,  nor  could  I  see  how  they  act- 
ed ;  but  when  I  arrived  in  succession  at  his  dif- 
ferent corps,  which  I  did  as  aoon  as  practicable, 
I  do  not  recollect  to  have  found  any  of  them  that 
were  not  in  order,  and  retreating  with  as  liiile 
confusion  as  could  have  been  expected.  When 
I  reached  the  road  I  found  Commodore  Barney's 
men  also  retiring  on  the  road,  he  having  been 
overpowered  by  those  who  drove  off  Beall  a  regi- 
ment, about  the  time  I  sen^.  the  order  to  retreat. 

I  still  had  no  doubt  but  that  Stansbury's  com- 
mand, and  the  cavalry,  would  have  fallen  down 
upon  the  Capitol,  by  the  roads  which  enter  that 
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part  of  the  city  from  the  North,  and  still  solaced  i  the  river  road,  which  leads  a  little  wide  to  the 
myself  with  the  persuasion  that  I  should  be  able  |  leftof  Montgomery  Court-house,  and  in  the  morn- 
there  to  rally  them,  upon  the  city  and  George-  ]  inggave  orders  for  the  whole  to  assemble  at  Mont- 
town   troops,   who   were  retiring   in   order,   and  |  gomery  Court-house. 

make  another  effort  in  advance  of  the  Capitol  to  This  positon  promised  us  shelter  from  the  rain 
repulse  the  enemy.  '  that  began  to  iall  an   hx)ur  before  day  ;  was  the 

After  accompanyin?  the  retreating  army  with-  '  most  probable  place  for  the  supply  of  provisions, 
in  two  miles  of  the  Capitol,  I  rode  forward  for  '  which  the  troops  very  much  needed  ;  and  was  a 
the  purpose  of  selecting  a  position,  and  endeavor-  j  position  from  which  we  could  best  interpose  be- 
ing to  collect  those  whom  I  supposed,  from  the  1  tween  the  enemy  and  Baltimore,  and  to  which 
rapidity  of  their  flight,  might  have  reached  that  \  place,  at  that  time,  nobody  doubted  he  intended 
point.  A  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  Capitol  I  ;  to  go  by  land  from  Washington, 
met  Colonel  Minor  with  his  detachment,  and  di-  j      In  pursuance  of  this  view,  among  the  first  acts 


rected  him  to  form  his  men,  wait  until  the  re- 
treating army  passed,  and  protect  them  it  ne- 
cessary. 


after  my  arrival  at  Montgomery  Court-house, 
was,  to  direct  a  letter  to  General  Strieker,  who 
commanded  at  Baltimore,  informing  him  that  it 


When  I  arrived  at  the  Capitol  I  found  not  a  i  was  my  intention  to  gather  my  force  together 
man  had  passed  that  way;  and,  notwithstanding  there,  receive  what  reinforcements  I  could,  show 
the  commanding  view  which  is  there  afforded  to  j  myself  to  the  enemy  as  strong  as  possible,  hang 
the  North,  I  could  see  no  appearance  of  the  troops,  i  on  his  flank,  should  he  move  to  Baltimore,  intim- 
I  despatched  an  order  to  call  in  the  cavalry  to  j  idate  and  harass  him  as  much  as  possible  in  his 
me  there.  '  movements,  and  endeavor  always  to  preserve  the 

In  a  few  moments  the  Secretary  of  State  and  \  power  of  interposing  between  him  and  Baliiraore  ; 
the  Secretary  of  War  joined  me,  besides  that  they  I  directing  him  to  re  establish  the  dispersed  com- 
had  been  witnesses  to  the  dispersion  of  the  troops  mand  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret,  multiplying 
and  the  exhaustion  of  those  just  halted  by  me.  I  '  his  means  as  much  as  possible,  stop  all  reinforce- 
stated  the  diminution  of  my  furce. and  the  extent  j  ments  of  militia  from  Maryland.  Pennsylvania, 
of  the  positions  which  rendered  it  impossible  to  j  or  elsewhere,  and  present  himself  to  the  enemy 
place  the  force  I  then  had  in  such  a  position  as  i  at  the  crossing  of  the  Patapsco,  in  as  imposing  a 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  me  on  the  flank  |  form  as  possible. 


as  well  as  front,  and  that  no  reasonable  hope  could 
be  entertained,  that  we  had  any  troops  who  could 


This  letter  I  sent  by  Captain  Aisquith.  whom 
I  found   at  Montgomery,  with  fifteen  or  twenty 


be  relied  on  to  make  a  resistance  as  desperate  as  }  others,  the  only  part  of  the  Baltimore  detachment 
necessary,  in  an  isolated  building  which  could  !  which  had  not  returned  home, 
not  be  supported  by  a  sufficiency  of  troops  with-  The  first  object  was,  in  the  absence  of  quarter- 
out  ;  indeed  it  would  have  taken  nearly  the  whole  master  and  contractor,  to  make  efforts  to  provide 
of  the  troops  to  have  suflBcienily  filled  the  two  |  quarters  and  refreshments  for  my  men  ;  a  few 
wings,  which  would  have  left  the  enemy  masters  I  provisions  were  found  there,  belonging  to  the 
of  every  other  part  of  the  city,  and  given  him  the  !  contractor,  and  a  person  temporarily  appointed  to 


opportunity,  without  risk,  in  twenty-four  hours, 
to  have  starved  them  into  a  surrender.  The  same 
objection  equally  applied  to  the  occupation  of 
anv  particular  part  of  the  city. 

l3olh  these  gentlemen  concurred  that  it  would 
subject  the  whole  of  my  force  to  certain  capture 
or  destruction;  and  in  its  reduced  and  exhausted 
condition  it  was  wise  and  proper  to  retire  through 
Georgetown,  and   take  post  in   the  rear  of  it,  on 
the  heights,  to  collect  my  force.     I  accordingly 
pursued   this  course,  and  halted  at  Tenleylown, 
two  miles  north  of  Georgetown,  on  the  Frederick 
road.     Here  was  evinced  one  of  the  great  defects 
of  all  undisciplined  and  unorganized  troops  ;  no 
effort  could  rouse  the  men  to  the  exertion  neces- 
sary to   place  themselves  in  such  a  state  of  com- 
fort and  security  as  is  attainable,  even  under  very 
disadvantageous  circumstances.     Such  of  them 
ascould  be  halted,  instead  of  making  those  efforts, 
gave   themselves  up   to  the  uncontrolled  feelings 
which  fatigue, exhaustion, and  privation  produced, 
and  many  hundreds,  in  spite  of  all  precautions  and 
efforts,  passed  on  and   pursued   their  way,  either 
towards  home  or  in  search  of  refreshments  and 
quarters.     After  wailing  in  this  position   until  1 
supposed  I  collected   all  the   force  that   could  be 


issue,  and  the  most  active  men  of  tne  place  called 
upon  and  authorized  to  get  in  provisions. 

The  next  object  was  to  obtain  a  return  of  the 
different  corps,  which,  from  causes  that  can  easily 
be  understood,  among  undisciplined  men  and  un- 
skilful oflicers,  proved  abortive  before  we  moved 
next  day.  The  arrival  of  several  detachments  of 
reinforcements,  the  reports  of  oflicers  bringing  on 
detachments  who  wanted  orders  and  instructions, 
and  the  multiplied  complaints  and  wants  of  men 
and  oflBcers,  crowded  together  in  small  quarters, 
or  entirely  out  of  doors  in  a  rainy,  tempestuous 
day  ;  the  calculations  and  arrangeraenis  necessary 
for  ulterior  operations,  and  to  meet  the  demands 
and  wants  of  the  great  force  which  ray  calls  were 
likely  to  produce,  may  be  supposed  to  have  been 
as  much  as  could  be  borne  by  the  attention  and 
efforts  of  one  man,  which  he  was  obliged  to  en- 
counter, for  the  want  of  a  skilful,  or  even  organ- 
ized staff  of  any  kind. 

No  regular  details  for  service  of  any  kind  could 
be  performed,  and  ail  the  duties  of  this  description 
were  necessarily  performed  by  the  voluntary  zeal 
of  those  corps  who  could  not  be  borne  down  or 
discouraged  by  difficulties.  My  efforts  were  de- 
voted to  endeavor  to  prepare  the  detachment  to 


gathered,  1  proceeded  about  live  miles  further  on  I  move  down  toward  the  city,  and  hang  upon  and 
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Ot^tere  of  the  City  of  Wathington. 


jike  at  the;  enemy  whenever  an  opportunity  oc- 
'.jred.  Tbie  next  morning,  however,  before  a  re- 
I  t^tn  of  theoorps  could  be  bad,  and  their  situation 
J  l^|)wn,  I  r^iceived  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
'/.A  moved  from  Washington  the  preceding  night, 
^\A  was  in  ^ijll  march  for  Baltimore.     I  instantly 


<  a|p)il  was  in  ^i 
I  fii  my  con:i 
i  ^jingtheneci 


imand   under   arms,  multiplied  and 
,    ,_    ^  .  my  patrols  to  gain  intelligence,  and 

*  aaiVanced  as  rapidly  as  was  practicable  to  Balti- 
jS'^re.     Whfen  the  forces  arrived  at  Snell's  bridge, 


erery  avenue  of  approach,  lo  prevent  i  surprise. 
I  also  sent,  by  Major  Hite.  directions  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  Fort  Washington,  to  advance 
a  guard  up  to  the  main  road,  upon  all  the  roads 
leading  to  the  fort ;  and,  in  the  event  of  his  being 
taken  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  by  the  enemy,  to  blow 
up  the  fort,  and  retire  across  the  river. 

The  distance  of  General  Young,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  retaining  a  position  near  the  fort  as  long 
as  the  designs  of  the  enemy  remained  uncertain, 


c  ijthe  upper  branch  of  the  Patuxent,  I  had  con-    rendered  it  impossible  to   have  the  assistance  of 
c  uded  that,  ijT  the  enemy  was,  as  we  had  had  still  '  ^■''  ''""'»  »•  di^-I""-!- — 
r  ajson   to  beilieve,  proceeding  to  Baltimore,  that 


ded  that,  if  the  enemy  was,  as  we  had  had  still  '  his  force  at  Bladeasbur^. 

to —   ...  k^>; —   1;_-  .„  D_i,; .u..  !      There  was  not  a  bridge  on  the  road  which  the 

enemy   pursued,  from   his  debarkation   to  Wash- 


jJ-^ould  be  inost  advisable  for  me  to  proceed  di- 
«  r  aly  thithet,  to  lend  the  whole  force  of  my  power, 
i  a,  *comman(ier  of  the  district,  to  call  out  and 
\  w  ilig  into  activity  the  resources  of  the  place,  and 

a  !^i)  because  it  was  likely  to  become  the  most  im- 

f!  ii|tant  stati;;n  of  the  command.     I  accordingly 
the  comttiand  with  General  Stansbury,  senior 
I)  I  jadier.  anjl  proceeded  that  night  to  Baltimore. 
C  i  the  roadil  met  an  express  from  Major  Gene-  i 
-  r  OS.  Smith;,  who  delivered  me  a  letter,  in  which  j 
',  tf  informed  ine  he  had  been  called  out  into  ser-  j 

*  *W*,  and  hai|  assumed  the  command,  according  I 
I  tf!«is  rank  ;  jod  by  the  time  I  reached  Baltimore,  i 
\  l||i|so  learnetli  that  the  enemy  was  proceeding  to 

Marlborough)  and  nut  toward  Baltimore. 

•  H^if}  ^^^      '^  longer  time,  or  to  repeat  the  action 
'  (^f  (Bladensbiwg,   I  could    correct   several  errors 

>*iijch  might' materially  have  affected  the  issue 
(  f  ihat  battle.-  The  advanced  force  ought  to  have 
'  b'Stfti  nearer  to  the  creek  along  the  edge  of  the  low 
\k\  'nd,  wherd  they  would  have  been  skirted  with 
biifc  les,  and  hiave  avoided  the  inconvenience  of 
.trie  cover  whjch  the  orchard  afforded  the  enemy. 
•1^  •  edge  of  \\iQ  low  grounds  on  the  right  of  the 
'lOkf  ought  to  fiave  been  lined  witb  musketry,  and 
;»  idttery  of   cannon  also  planted  in  the  field,  on 

jtr^'    •    -  •      


ington,  the  destruction  of  which  would  have  re- 
tarded his  advance  ten  minutes.  I  believe,  m 
fact,  that  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg  is  the  only 
one,  and  the  facility  with  which  that  stream  is 
everywhere  fordable  above  the  bridge  rendered 
uselej»s  the  destroying  it.  Indeed,  I  believe  that, 
had  artillery  been  posted  as  advantageously  as  it 
might  have  been,  and  well  served,  the  bridge 
would  have  acted  as  a  decoy  to  the  eneruy  to  lead 
him  into  danger,  and  have  been  useful  to  us. 

Those  who  have  that  happy  intrepidity  of  as- 
surancein  theirown  capacity  tosee  with  certainty, 
in  all  cases,  the  means  by  which  they  could  have 
avoided  the  errors  of  others,  and  by  which  past 
calamities  might  always  have  been  averted,  will 
find  my  condemnation  easy.  Those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  measure  difficulties  by  the  limits  of  hu- 
man capacity,  and  who  will  impartially  place 
themselves  in  my  situation,  will  find  it  difficult  to 
decide  that  any  errors  have  been  committed  which 
might  not  have  been  equalled  or  surpassed  by  any 
other  commander,  or  that  the  calamities  which 
have  followed  could  have  been  averted  or  mi- 
tigated. 


^----,  -.    -; , ^  ^..«.  w^         This  narrative  IS  accompanied  by  a  map,  with 

irightofthie  road,  directly  fronting  the  bridge;    explanations,    which  will    facilitate    the    under- 


j  if  Commodore  Barney's  heavy  artillery,  with 
more  exp^-rt  artillerists,  had  occupied  the  po- 
rhich    the  advanced  artillerists  did,  and 
)sts  b<en  obstinately  detended.  the  enemy 
•  wf  ^Id   not  hfive  crossed   the  river  at  that  point, 
would   have  been  obliged  to  make  a  circuit  | 
his  right,  and  have  crossed  above,  and 
ipper  end  of  the   town  ;  or,  if  the  whole  ! 
had   befp  posted  at  the  position  of  the  sec- 1 
lline.  with  jail  the  advantage  w  hich  it  afforded, 
[have  actfj  with  tolerable  firmness  and  cour-  I 
the  even:  might  have  been  different ;  but  no  ' 
■ati  rentage  of  position  is  proof  against  groundless 
jpt.  :.c  and  a  utal   want  of  discipline,  skill,  and 
jej  ^^rience. 

fin   the  night  of  my  retreat  to  the  city,  I  sent 

jstant  Adjutant  General  Hite  down  to  General 

iiing,  to  mtorra  him  of  the  movement,  and  to 

;irt  him  to  uke  the  best  position  to  secure  Fort 

^hington,  and  his  junction  with  me  ;  or,  in 

the  enemy  should  interpose  tetween  him  and 

0  have  his  boats  ready  to  transport  his  men 

j^s  the  riv«»f  ;  or,  if  he  could  not  do  that,  to  fall 

'p.  the  rive*,  and  unite  with  General  Stewart, 

^harass  i^?  enemy  id   the  rear ;   and.  above 

^0   be  aler^.  and  keep  a  vigilant  guard  upon 

^  f 


standing  of  it. 


1 


No.  8. 

RcDorta  of  Generals  Stansbury,  Smith,    Young, 

Douglas,  and  Hungerford ;    Colonels  Sterret, 

Minor,    Tar/lor,    Lavall,   and  Beall ;    Major 

Pinkney,  and  Captains  Burch  and  Caldwell. 

General  Stanabury'i  Report. 

Baltimore.  November  15,  1814. 
By  general  orders  from  the  War  Department 
of  the  20th  April,  1814,  Major  General  S.  Smith 
was  directed  to  draught  Jrom  his  division,  and 
hold  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning, 
two  thousand  men,  officers  included. 

By  Major  General  Smith's  division  orders,  of 
the  29th  of  April,  I  was  directed  to  furnish,  by 
draught,  from  my  brigade,  as  its  quota,  one  thou- 
sand of  this  requisition,  and  hold  them  in  readi- 
ness to  march,  at  a  moment's  warning,  to  Balti- 
more, for  Its  defence.  The  first  of  May  those 
orders  were  complied  with,  agreeably  to  a  detail 
accompanying  said  orders. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  Major  General  Smith  is- 
sued division  orders,  requiring  the  quota  from  my 
brigade,  the  11th,  and  from  the  Wd  and  9ih,  to 
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Capture  oj  the  City  of  Washington. 


march,  and  rendezvous  at  Baltimore.  My  orders 
were  issued  on  the  19ih  ;  the  troops  began  to  as- 
semble ftn  the  24th.  and  were  encamped  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  northward  of  the  city,  at  a  place 
called  Camp  Fairfield. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  by  Major  General  Smith 
I  was  directed  to  take  charge  of  this  brigade,  and 
commenced  preparing  for  their  reception.  Early 
in  August,  General  Winder,  being  vested  with  the 
commandof  the  tenth  military  district,  superseded 
General  Smith  in  the  command. 

On  Saturday.  August  the  20th,  about  one 
o'clock  P.  M.,  1  received,  by  expre.'-s,  letter  No.  1, 
directing  me  to  move  down  with  my  whole  force 
for  Washington. 

By  this  morning's  regimental  reports,  the  force 
of  my  brigade,  then  in  camp,  appeared  as  follows  : 

The  first  regiment,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ragan.  officers  included,  550;  second  regiment, 
under  Colonel  Shutz,  officers  also  included,  fit  for 

duty,  803. 

I  immediately  issued  orders  for  wagons  to  be 
procured,  provisions  served  out,  tents  struck,  and 
everything  prepared  to  march  that  evening.  But 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  wagons  tu  transport 
tents  and  camp  equipage  prevented  ray  moving 
more  than  part  of  the  brigade  this  evening.  The 
residue  followed  on  the  morning  of  the  21st.  The 
advance  party  encamped  at  the  Stag  Tavern  ;  the 
rear  three  miles  short  of  it.  on  the  evening  of  the 
21st. 

About  ten  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  from  Gen- 
eral Winder,  by  express,  letter  No.  2,  dated  the 
21st  directing  me  to  halt  until  further  orders. 

August  22,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  received  from 
General  Winder  letter  No.  3.  dated  at  the  Wood- 
yard,  the  21st.  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  directing  me  to 
advance  with  all  speed  to  Bladensburg.  In  con- 
sequence thereof,  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up 
immediately,  and  at  seven  P.  M.  we  arrived  at 
Bladensburg.  The  first  regiment  encamped  on 
the  hill  southeast,  the  second,  on  the  northeast  of 
the   town;  and.  on   Tuesday    morning,  the  23d, 

ioined  the  first  regiment  on  Lowndes'  Hill,  near 
JIadensburg.  About  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  received 
from  General  Winder  letter  No.  4.  dated  at  Head- 
quarters, Battalion  Old  Fields,  August  22,  con- 
taining orders  to  march  my  brigade  (with  the 
troops  under  Colonel  Sterret,  if  they  had  joined 
me)  slowly  towards  Marlborough,  and  take  a  po- 
sition on  the  road  not  far  from  that  place,  and 
that  he  would  join  me  some  time  that  day. 

The  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Sterret  had  not  joined  me,  nor  was  I 
certain  at  what  time  they  would  arrive.  The 
brigade  wasinsiantly  put  in  motion, and  the  march 
commenced  towards  Marlborough,  with  a  view 
of  complying  with  General  Winder's  orders.  I 
immediately  despatched  ray  aid-de-carap.  Major 
Woodyear,  lo  General  Winder,  to  communicate 
ail  the  information  which  he  might  require  as  to 
my  force;  to  receive  i>ariicular  orders  as  to  the 
position  I  should  take  in  the  vicinity  of  Marlbo- 
roufrh  ;  and  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy.  After  pro- 
ceeding about  one  mile  on  the  road  to  Marlbo- J 


rough,  1  met  Captain  Moses  Tabbs  riding  express 
to  inform  me  that  the  enemy,  with  their  whole 
force,  had   left  Marlborough,  and  were  on  their 
march  toward  me,  distant  about  six  miles.     This 
information  made  me  determine  to  avail  myself 
of  the  high  grounds  1  occupied   in  the  morning, 
to  which  I  immediately  returned,  and  made  the 
necessary  preparations  to  receive  the  enemy.     I 
directed  Captain  Tabbs  to  return  and  reconnoitre 
theenemy. and  give  me  every  information.  About 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  he  returned,  and  informed  me 
that  theenemy,  on  leaving  Marlborough,  had  taken 
a  different  route.     Soon  after,  ray  aid-de-camp, 
Major  Woodyear,  returned  from  General  Win- 
der, and  informed  me  that  the  intelligence  I  had 
received  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  were,  in 
part,  incorrect,  and  that  General  Winder  wished  me 
to  encamp  on  the  direct  road  from  Bladensburg 
to  Marlborough,  at  about  seven  miles  distant  from 
the  latter  place.  The  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Major  Hite.  accompanied  Major  Woodyear.    By 
letter  No.  4,  I  was  first  informed  that  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Sterret's  detachment,  consisting  of  the 
fifth  regiment,  about  five  hundred  strong;  Major 
Pinkney's  rifle  battalion,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  ;  and  Captain  Myers's  and  Magruder's  com- 
panies of  artillery,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
were   attached  to  my  command.     These  troops 
had  not  joined  me,  but  were  on  their  march.     I 
despatched  an  express  with  this  letter  to  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Sterret,  as  soon  as  received,  request- 
ing him  to  move  on  with  all  possible  expedition. 
About  sunset,  on  the  23d,  he  arrived  with  his 
command,  and  encamped  near  my  brigade.     The 
fatigued  situation  of  his  troops  induced  me  to  halt 
for  the  night,  on  the  hill  near  Bladensburg,  with 
the  intention  of  moving  towards  Marlborough  at 
reveille,  on  the  24th.     At  about  eight  o'clock  P. 
M.  a  militia  captain,  who  resided  near  Bladens- 
burg, came  into  camp  attended  by  one  of  my  sen- 
tinels, and    informed   me  he  was  from    General 
Winder's  camp,  at  the  Battalion  Old  Fields;  that 
General  Winder  was  not  in  camp  when  he  left  it ; 
and  that  it  was  apprehended    he  had  been  taken 
prisoner;  as  he  had  gone  out  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy,  and  had  not  returned  :  that  a  detachment 
from  the  army  had  skirmished  that  day  with  the 
British  ;  and  that  Brigadier  General    Smith,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  had  taken  the  command 
of  the  array,  and  would  certainly  join  rne  in  the 
i  course  of  the  night.     At  about  eleven  o'clock  P. 
M.,  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  Colonel  Monroe,  with 
several  gentlemen,  came  to  my  tent ;  and,  as  well 
as  1  recollect,  Colonel  Monroe  observed  that  he 
was   from  Washington  ;  that  he  had  been  at.  or 
heard   from,  the  camp  of  General  Winder ;  that 
there  was  an   alarming  silence  with  respect  to 
General  Winder,  who  had  gone  out  to  reconnoi- 
tre the  enemy,  and  had  not  been  heard  of;  and  it 
was  feared   he  was  taken  :  that   General  Smith 
had,  by  persuasion,  taken  the  command  ;  and  that 
they  would  move   towards,  and  join  him  before 
morning,  he   expected,  from    the  Battalion  Old 
Fields  ;  and  advised  vigilance  to  prevent  surprise. 
Soon  after  the  departure  of  Colonel  Monroe,  the 
advance  pickets,  on  the  road  by  which  we  expect- 
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•'\  the  enemy,  and  which  was  the  direct  one  fronri 
Marlborougu,  fired  ;  and,  in  a  few  momenls.  ruy 
f/iiole  coinrtaand  was  under  arms,  and  prepared 
I^  action.  The  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Tilgh- 
[<an,  who  bad  come  into  town  a  little  after  dark 
.«•  refreshments,  were  ordered  down  the  Marlbo- 
i^/ugh   road,  except  Captain    Herbert,    with  his 

trpop,  who  was  directed  to  push  down  the  road, 
Inward  the  JfJattalion  Old  Fields,  until  he  should 
VWl  in  with  peneral  Winder's  army,  which  1  was 
4'nfide»t  would  join  me  that  night. 
PXne  trooj)s  were  under  arms  until  after  two 
||lock  A.  M.  of  the  24th,  when,  being  advised  by 
|:V  cavalry  ihat  the  enemy  were  not  near,  I  or- 
(^clred  them  lo  retire  to  their  tents,  but  to  be  ready 
1^)1  turn  out  at  a  moment's  warning;  and  strong 
j^^kets  guards  were  placed  on  the  road  in  every 
«' Jeciion.  duppohing  my  right  and  rear  covered 
»  General  iVVinder's  force.  I  felt  no  apprehen- 
ins  ol  surtirise  there;  and  no  expectation  that 
i;  enemy,  without  first  beating  General  Winder, 

Jiuld  approach  me,  either  by  the  Battalion  or 
*^er  road,  put,  about  half  after  two  o'clock  A. 
i,  Major  Bjites,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of 
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carat'  to  me  from  Washington,  with  a 
_  Irojn  General  Winder,  inlorming  me 
tl^t  General 'Winder  had  retreated  from  the  Bai- 
ifljon  Old  F)elds  into  the  City  of  Waslungion, 
a|*ossthe  brj.lge  ;  which  he  had  ordered  t'o  be 
t  itQi ;  and  ttjat  the  General  expected  I  would  re- 
s  '\  the  enemir  as  long  as  possible,  should  he  move 
a  rainsi  me  hI  that  direction.  Thus  was  my  ex- 
I  'tiation  ofhfecurity  from  the  Battalion  and  river 
r  ads  cut  ofl;,.my  right  tiank  and  rear  uncovered. 
»  id  liable  tu  *)e  attacked  and  turned,  without  the 
]  )ssibility  oN  securing  it.  in  the  position  I  then 
1  S.  j 

I  instantly  [sent  for  Lieutenant  Colonel  Slerret 

(    .the  5ih,  \l}ajor  Pinkney,  of  the  rilie  corps,  and 

1  ii?uienant  Oolonel    Rajjan,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

}  auiz   being' present,  officers    in  whom  I  placed 

t  >C  highest  i-onfidence,  and   slated    to  them   the 

if  lormation  ftnd  orders  I  had  just  received  from 

<leneral  Wilder,  and  our  situation  with  respect 

I  >  the  enemji;  they  were  unanimous  in  opinion 

1  lat  our  situution  on   that   hill  could    not   be  d^    I  7^"""  '"^  ^"'■^^'"-~  "'  ;"«='r  ^'^ws.  ana  ordered 
f  ::ded  with  (he  force  then  under  my  command'  I      f  ''h  ^""J    f  T"'  ""  ''T'^  '"^^^^'^  '^'  ^'^y  '' 

>  orn  down  With  hunger  and  fatigue  as 'rvvv^p'     '"'I"'^'"?  '°  ^""^'^  ""/."^  '^'  '^««P^- 

i  ,d  that  it  ^as  indispensably  necessarv  L  iL.    r  ^t    this    moment.   Major  Woodyear  returned 

s  county  of  th;e  army,  that  we  shouL    mmed.atelv    iT^^''tJ      '  ""l^  POMtive  orders  from  Gen- 

r  tire  across    he  bridge  of  Bladen  burg  and  t^ie  '  hfi    Kn   M  K    ^"'  '^'  '"""^  ^'"'^  "'  ^'»'^«"'- 

J  position  on:the  road  between  Blad'fib^g  and  I  'oi?'m        ne  ^^ar^  ''''  "'^''  ''''  ''"  '^  ^°"'^ 

t  it  city.  whi(jh  we  could  defend.    Colonel  TiUh    I  "^    i  .rnL  ^     .   i        T"     j    l 

I  in  of  the  cvalry  observed  he  1^1^ we  haj     .    '   Tr.  J    ''^''^"'.'^ '^' ''"^P' ''^ '^'^«"  ^^e.r 

r     time  ,0  la,e.     In  this  opinion     perfectircom      no?  h  °  ^'^^^"^^"^?-  determined  to  maintain,  if 

c^ed.    Order,  were  instanlly  givenCirike  te^  is     ^  n       '     '"  "'^""k^'  "'  "i'  ^""^'^•'• 

afj  prepare  ;o  march,  and  in^bout    h    ,v   m  n-    re.VpH  i7'""f  ll"      '  ^'^'^'^^'^  °^ar  the  mill.  I  di- 

V-s  without,  noise  or  confusion,  the  whole  7ere  !  [Zu  I       T    V^  r"  T"'   !^^^'"^^'^^^   ^^^^ind  a 

iJ>notion.a.,^,  about   half  past  three  ^dockn      hrni    T^^^^  ''"''^    ^^'^  ^''" 

tL  morning,  passed  the   brid-^e  at   Bladensbu  "  "phv  Colonel  Wadsworth.    This  battery 

ifclmg   to^ljj'e  City  of  VVashin.ton       Wml  '  H '"'"'*'?  '^''  ^f  '"'°  B'^densburg  and    the 

clTrea%  fromisurprLe,  we  hahed'in  the  road  uZ  i  ^'Z:Tl!^'V:V''fl  °^  ''?  '°\";   .0- artillery 

ty,  approach  ol  day,  with  a  view  of  finding  some 

pwce  where  Water  could  be  had,  in  order  that  the 


consisted  of  salt  beef  of  an  inferior  quality  the 
flour  old  and   musty.     At  daylight,  I  moved  oa 
to  the  foot  of  a  bill  near  a  brickyard,  and  there 
ordered  the    troops   to  refresh  themselves.     This 
was  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Bladensburg 
Early  in  the  morning,  I  had  despatched  Major 
Woodyear    to    Washington,    to    inform  General 
Winder  of  ray  raovements  and  situation;  of  the 
exhausted  state  of  the  troops,  and  the  impractica- 
bility of  their  meeting  the  enemy,  in  their  present 
fatigued  state,  with  any  prospect  of  success,  un- 
less reinforced.     I  rode  to  the  top  of  the  hill  to 
examine    the    country.      On    my   descending    it 
again,  a  note  was  presented  to  me,  by  an  express 
from    General    Winder,    dated    at    Washington, 
(written  I  prtsume  without  a  knowledge  of  my 
movements,)  directing   me  to  oppose  the  enemy 
as  long  as  I  could,  should   he  attempt  a  passage 
by  the  way  of  Bladensburg.     This   note  I  have 
mislaid. 

I  railed  a  council  of  war.  consistingof  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Sterret  and  Ragan,  and  Major  Pinkney 
I  laid  the  letter  before  them.    Colonel  Sterret  ob- 
served, that  ht  marched  from  B.iliimore with  ade- 
termination  to  defend  the  city  ;  that  his  men,  the 
day  before,  by  a  forced    raarch  from   the   Buck 
tavern,  or  Snowden's.  reached  Bladensburg  with- 
out halting  to  cook  ;  that  they  had  been  under  arms 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  night,  without  any  sleep 
or  food;  that  Major  Pinkney's  riflemen,  and  the 
two  companiesof  artillery,  were  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  and  that  they  were  so  completely  worn  down 
and  exhausted,  that  he  should  consider  it  a  sacri- 
fice of  both  officers  and  men,  to  seek  the  enemy  at 
any  considerable  distance  from  General  Winder's 
force,  as  no  good  could  result  therefrom.     Major 
Pinkney  and  Colonel  Ragan  expressed  themselves 
to  the   same  effect;   and.   with   Colonel    Sterret 
urged  the  propriety  of  moving  further  on  the  road 
towards  the  city,  with  a  view  of  taking  a  stand  on 
some  more  favorable  ground  for  defence,  with  a 
better  prospect  of  being  joined  by  the  forces  under 
General  Winder;  and  expressed  their  willingness 
to  give  their  opinions  in  writing.    I  could  not  but 
admit  the  correctness  of  their  views,  and  ordered 


eti.l 


might  Qook   their   provisions,  and    refresh 
3elve«  fqj-  a  few  moments.     The  provisions 


t 

■t 

•1 

•I 
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consisted  of  six  six-pounders;  Major  Pinkney's 
battalion  ot  riflemen  on  their  right,  under  cover 
of  the  town  and  bushei,  also  commandinir  the 
pass  by  the  bridge;  two  companies  from  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Shutz's  regiment,  under  the  cotn- 
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mand  of  Captains  Docker  and  Gorsuch,  acting  as 

riflemen,  although  principally  armed  with  mus- 
kets, on  the  left  of  the  artillery,  near  and  protected 
by  the  barn,  intended  to  defend  the  road  leading 
by  the  mill  on  the  left  of  the  battery  into  the  field  ; 
Colonel  Sterret's  regiment  was  halted  in  the 
orchard,  on  the  right  and  in  the  rear,  and  the 
regiments  of  Colonels  Ragan  and  Shutz  were 
also  halted  in  the  orchard  in  the  rear,  and  on  the 
left  flank  near  the  creek.  My  intentions  were, 
that  they  should  reraain  here  to  refresh  them- 
selves as  long  as  possible,  and  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  appeared,  to  form  Colonel  Sterret's  regi- 
ment (in  whom  I  placed  great  confidence)  on  the 
right,  their  left  resting  on  and  supporting  the 
right  of  Major  Pinkney's  rifleraen,  in  view  of  the 
bridge,  and  fronting  the  road,  along  which  ran  a 
fence,  and  act  as  occasion  should  require.  Col- 
onels Ragan's  and  Shutz's  regiments  were  to  be 
drawn  up  in  echellon,  their  right  resting  on  the 
left  of  Captains  Ducker's  and  Gorsuch's  rifle 
companies,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
pressing  and  turning  our  left,  hoping  that  General 
Winder  would  join  me  before  the  battle  would 
commence,  and  occupy  the  ground  in  my  rear,  as 
a  second  line. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  was  informed  by 
a  dragoon  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall,  that  he 
was  on  the  road  from  Annapolis  to  Bladensburg, 
with  about  eight  hundred  men,  distant  from  me 
about  five  miles,  and  wished  to  know  the  distance 
and  situation  of  the  enemy.  I  directed  the  dra- 
goon to  return  and  inform  him  that  I  had  that 
moment  received  information  that  the  British, 
with  their  whole  force,  were  approaching  Bla- 
densburg by  the  river  road,  and  that  they  were 
only  three  and  a  half  miles  distant;  and  advised 
the  Colonel  to  file  off"  to  his  right,  and  cross  above 
Bladensburg,  to  fall  into  an  old  road,  which  1 
understood  led  to  our  left  towards  Washington; 
and  take  a  position  on  the  high  grounds,  norlli 
and  norihweot  of  Bladensburg,  which  would  com- 
pletely protect  my  left  by  preventing  the  enemy 
from  outflanking  us  that  way,  and  force  their 
mam  body  across  the  bridge,  in  the  face  of  my 
artillery  and  riflemen  on  the  main  road,  and  ex- 
pose them  to  the  fire  of  the  fifth  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Sterret,  who  would  be  protected  by  the 
fence. 

This  advice  it  appeared  Colonel  Beall  only 
took  in  part,  I  presume  from  an  anxious  wish  to 
place  himself  between  the  enemy  and  the  city. 
He  sent  his  baggage  off"  to  the  right,  and  with  his 
troops  passed  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg.  about 
thirty  minutes  before  the  enemy  appeared  on  Mr. 
Lowndes'  hill,  and  look  his  station  on  ihe  hill,  as 
1  was  informed,  near  the  brick  kiln  wiiere  v/e 
halted  in  the  morning,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
in  my  rear,  and  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to 
the  city.  About  meridian,  the  enemy  could 
clearly  be  seen  making  towards  us  bv  the  river 
road.  '  • 

While  I  was  giving  some  directions  to  iheartil- 
lery,  I  found  Lieutenant  Colonels  Ragan's  and 
Shutz's  regiments  had  been  moved  from  the  place 
where  1  had  siaiioaed  thtm,  and  marched  out  of 


the  orchard  up  the  hill,  and  formed  in  order  of 
battle  about  two  hundred  and   fifty  yards  above 
the  orchard,  and  upwards  of  five  hundred  yards 
in  the  rear  of  the  artillery  and   riflemen.     Thus 
uncovered  by  the  trees  of  the  orchard,  their  situ- 
ation   and    numbers    were    clearly    seen    by    the 
I  enemy  from  Lowndes'  hill,  and  the  flanks  of  the 
artillery  and  riflemen  unprotected,  and  laid  liable 
to  be  turned,  our  main  body  being  placed  too  far 
off  to  render  them  any  aid.     On  riding  up  the  hill 
to  know  who  had  ordered   this  movement,  I  was 
informed  that  General  Winder  was  on  the  ground. 
At  this  lime  I  met  with  Brigadier  General  Smith, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  some  conversa- 
tion took  place  between  us  respecting  the  order  of 
battle  and  seniority;  the  particulars  I  do  not  re- 
collect.    I  immediately  rode  to  the  mill,  where  I 
understood  General  Winder  was.  and  found  him 
reconnoitering  the  position  of  the  enemy.    While 
in  conversation  with  him,  the  fifth  regiment  was 
taken  out  of  the  orchard,  marched  up  the  hill,  and 
stationed  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Shutz's  regiment, 
that  of  Colonel  Ragan's  being  on  the  right,  its 
right  resting  on  ihe  main  road;   but,  as  I    before 
observed,  the  whole  at  so  great  a   distance   from 
the  artillery  and  riflemen,  that  they  had   to  con- 
tend with  the  whole  British  force,  and  so   much 
exposed,  that  it  has  been  a  cause  of  astonishment 
they   preserved   their  ground   so  long,  and   ulti- 
mately succeeded  in  retreating.     Whose  plan  this 
was.  I   know  not;   it  was  not  mine;  nor  did  it 
meet  with  my  approbation  ;  but  finding  a  superior 
officer  on  the  ground,  I  concluded  he  had  ordered 
it.  consequently  did  not  interfere.  General  Winder 
asked  me  where  I  meant  to  take  ray  station?     I 
'  answered. about  thecentre  of  my  brigade.    Hesaid 
1  he  would  take  his  on  the  left  of  the  fifth  regiment. 
General  Winder  was  extremely  active  in  giving 
directions  and  in  encouraging  the   men.     I   took 
my  station  in  the  centre  of  Colonels  Ragan's  and 
Shutz's  regiments,  but  occasionally  rode  along 
the  line,  encouraging  the  men,  and  giving  orders 
to  the    officers.     Major  Woodyear   I   directed   to 
keep  with  the  left  of  Colonel  Shutz's  regiment, 
to  cheer  up  the  men,  and  assist  the  officers.    Major 
Randall   rode  with    me.     Soon  after,  the  action 
commenced  by  the  artillery  and  riflemen  at  the 
battery.     The  fire  of  the  artillery  had  great  efl"ect, 
and  evidently  produced  confusion  in  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  who  took  shelter  behind  a  warehouse, 
from  whence  they  fired  rockets;   but  a   few  well 
directed  shots  drove  them  from  this  position.     A 
flanking  party,  concealed  by  the  banks  and  bushes, 
pushed  up   the   river   to  turn   our   left,  whilst  a 
strong  force  attempted  the  bridge;  but  the  inces- 
sant and  well  directed  fire  from  our  artillery  and 
riflemen  at  the  battery  occasioned  evident  con- 
fu>ion  amongst  their  ranks,  so  much  so,  that  their 
officers  could  be  seen  actively  engaged  preventing 
tiieir  retreating,  and  pushing  them  on  to  the  bridge;- 
and  here  I  think  the  enemy  sufl'ered  considerably. 
At  length  ihey  succeeded  in  passing  the  bridge  in 
small  parlies,  at  full  speed,  which   formed  after 
crossing.    I  had  ordered  forty  horsemen  with  axes, 
to  cut  "way  this  bridge  before  the  near  approach 
of  the  enemy,  and  saw  them  with  their  axes. 
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{|Vhy  this  (;rder  was  not  executed.  I  never  could 
^arn.     It  u  certain  the  enemy  could  have  forded 
:  faie  stream  »bove;   but  1  considered  it  would,  in 
;^me  degree,  impede  their  progress,  and  give  our 
^^rtillery  anil  ritiemen  more  time  and  opportunity 
tti?  act  witli^eflect  against  them. 
\\  The  artillery  under  the  command  of  Captain 
fMyer  and  >j[agruder,  and  the  riflemen,  the  whole 
binder  the  (;*)iumand  of  Major   Pinkney,  behaved 
^ih  the  mosr'gallant  manner;  (this  gallant  officer 
lifi  the  cour^  of  the  action  was  severely  wounded) 
|tiit  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  ra- 
tt^dity  with -which  he  moved,  compelled  them  to 
^fctire;  but  one  of  the  pieces  was  lost,  and  this 
Mas  renderttl  harmless  before  it  was  abandoned. 
1 1  The  eneiViy  took  every  advantage  ol  the  cover 
'ilTorded  thtjm   by  the  trees  of  the  orchard,  and 
•eir  light  uoops  from  thence  kept   up  a  galling 
ife  on  our<Iine.     On  this  party,  when  advanced 
iparer.  the^fth  regiment,  under  Colonel  Sterret, 
)|)ened  a  sl'^'ady  and  well  directed  hre,  which  was 
'«Uowpd    b6,    the  fire  from   the   right,  and   ulti- 
mately frorji  our  centre,  when  the  tiring  on  both 
.  des  becaqie  general.     After  a  few  rounds,  the 
I  oops  on  th<j  right  began  10  break.   I  rodealongthe 
ifie,  and  gave  orders  to  the  officers  to  cut  down 
iose  who  iitempted  to  fly,  and  suffer  no  man  to 
Jave  the  U^»ies.     On  arriving  at  the  left  of  the 
l^ntre    regiment,    I    found    Lieutenant    Colonel 
jliuiz's  anq;  Ragan's  regiments  fled  in  disorder, 
i^twithstapding   the   extraordinary  exertions  of 
,  !*eir  officelo   to  prevent  it.     On   tlie  left,  I  soon 
[ter  discovered  a  part  of  the  fifth  regiment  giving 
^y,  and   ttat  excellent  officer   Lieutenant  Col* 
^  ^el  Sterrei,  with  those  under  him,  most  actively 
*4gaged   foeming  them  again.     Soon  after,  the 
f  «jtreat  becaaoe  general,  and  all  attempts  to  rally 
i»iiem,  and  make  a  second  stand,  were  fruitless. 
i*ith  a  bod^y  of  United  States'  cavalry,  I  endea- 
Hred  to  pr^Uect  the  rear  and  right  of  tbe  reireai- 
J4g   men,  scj  as  to  prevent   their  falling  into  the 
Meray's  po},session. 

MThe  me>n  under  my  command  were  worn 
^jwn  and  c*,'arly  exhausted  from  long  and  forced 
parches,  w^int  of  food,  and  watching.  They  had 
yjen,  with  ivery  little  intermission,  under   arms 

i^d  marching  from  the  time  of  their  departure 
rfjm  Baltiiiore,  with  but  little  sleep,  bad  prt.vis- 
t<Ds,  and  fciut  liiile  opportunity  to  cook.  They 
;i>rtainly  w-jre  not  in  a  situation  to  go  into  battle; 
»^i  my  ord|^rs  were  positive,  and  I  was  deter- 
i^ned  to  ob'y  them. 

>Before  ao^  during  the  action,  I  did  not  see  any 

fC  the  force_  I  was  led  to  expect  would  support 

r.V.     I  und^stood  since,  they  were  on  their  way 

omy  assist,4nce,  and  I  presume   exertions  were 

Opde  to  brijig  them  up. 

Before    aj.d   during    the    retreat,   I    heard    the 

nder  of  jCommodore  Barney's  artillery  ;    but 

1  then  I  dsd  not  know  he  was  near.     I  believe 

re  were  fsw  if  any  other  troops   in  the  field 

_  len  the  a*»tion  commenced,  than  the  three  regi- 

jeuts  of  ifcfantry,  under   Lieutenant   Colonels 

ret,  Raian,  and  Shutz,  Major  Pinkney's  bat 


!ier 


ion  of  ritjemen.  Captains  Myer's  and  Magru- 
r's  companies  of  artillery,  amounting  to  about 


I 

I 


« 

t 
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two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty,  exclusive  of 
two  regiments  of  cavalry,  who  did  not  act 

General  Winder,  on  the  field  of  battle,  duplayed 
all  possible  zeal,  activity,  and   personal  bravery 
in  encouraging  the  men  to  fight,  and  after  thev 
broke,  in  his  exertions  to  rally  them. 

I  saw  the  President  and  some  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  in  the  field,  but  did  not  perceive  that 
any  of  them  took  any  part  in  the  arrangement 
made  for  battle.  Colonel  Monroe,  the  then  Sec- 
r^ary  of  Stale,  appeared  extremely  active  in  his 
efforts  to  aid  the  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  exposed  himself  to  much  danger. 

To  my  aid-de-camp.  Major  Edward  G.  Wood- 
year,  and  my  acting  Brigade  Major,  Major  Beall 
Randall.  I  am  much  indebted  for  their  unremitted 
exertions  in  encouraging  the  men  before  and 
during  the  action,  and  the  zeal  displayed  by  them 
m  their  attempts  to  keep  the  ranks  unbroken,  and 
to  rally  the  men,  in  which  they  in  some  degree 
succeeded;  for  the  company  of  Captain  Calla- 
way, and  part  of  Shower's  and  Randall's  were 
rallied,  and  were  among  the  last  troops  who 
left  the  field,  and  did  not  retreat  until  directed; 
some  of  them  were  killed,  and  several  severely 
wounded. 

On  arriving  at  the  city,  with  part  of  Colonel 
Lavall's  United  States'  cavalry  covering  the  re- 
treat, and  collecting  the  rear  of  our  scattered 
troops,  I  found  General  Winder's  command  had 
passed  through  it  towards  Georgetown.  I  pro- 
ceeded there,  and  then  followed  to  a  village  a  few 
miles  beyond  it,  where  I  overtook  him  witli  troops 
collecting  under  his  command,  and  some  of  those 
of  my  brigade.  The  army  thence  proceeded  to 
Montgomery  Courthouse  on  the  25th  of  August, 
where  it  was  hourly  reinforced  by  those  who* fled 
from  the  field. 

As  there   had    been    no  place  assigned  by  the 
Commanding  General,  previous  to  the  action,  to 
which  the  men  should  retreat  in  rase  of  a  defeat 
many  of  those   under  my  immediate  command 
had  fled  from  the  field  towards  Baltimore. 

On  the  26ih  I  directed  my  aid,  Major  Wood- 
year,  to  push  on  from  Montgomery  Courthouse 
to  that  place,  organize  the  draughted  men.  and 
bring  them  on  to  any  point  that  General  Winder 
should  direct. 

On  Friday.  August  2Gth,  at  about  10  o'clock 
A.  M.,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  from  Mont- 
gomery Courthouse,  on  the  road  leading  to  Bal- 
timore, with  the  United  States'  infantry,  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott ;  Major  Peter's  corps  of 
artillery;  General  Smith's  brigade  of  District 
troops;  the  regiment  of  militia  from  Annapolis 
and  Ann  Arundel  county,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels  Beall  and  Hood  ;  some  riflemen 
from  Frederick,  Alleghany,  and  other  places;  a 
large  body  of  cavalry,  and  part  of  my  brigade  of 
draughted  militia— a  force  respectable  as  to  num- 
bers and  appearance— and  that  night  encamped 
about  half  way  between  Monigomery  Courthouse 
and  Ellicott's  upper  mills.  General  Winder  hav- 
ing received  some  information  respecting  the 
enemy,  i^idicating  intentions  of  moving  again.st 
Baltimore,  concluded  Lit  presence  there  was  in- 
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dispensable.  He  set  oat  for  that  place,  leaving 
me  in  command  of  the  army,  with  directions  to 
follow  him  in  the  morning.  Colonel  Monroe 
was  with  us.  j  r 

During  this  night  several  expresses  arrived  from 
the  City  of  Washington,  by  whom  1  was  informed 
of  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  said  to  be  in  such 
haste  and  confusion  that  many  of  their  soldiers 
were  straggling  about  in  every  direction;  that 
the  main  army,  after  reaching  Bladensburg,  had 
taken  the  road  to  Marlborough,  leaving  their 
wounded.  I  ordered  the  cavalry  to  follow  ttiern, 
harass  their  rear,  and  pick  up  the  stragglers.  Re- 
ports from  Georgetown  and  the  city  reached  me, 
that  the  arms  of  many  of  the  enemy  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  blacks,  and  it  was  appre- 
hended that  they  would  take  advantage  of  the 
absence  of  the  men  to  insult  the  females,  and 
complete  the  work  of  destruction  commenced  by 
the  enemy  ;  and  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
Brigadier  General  Smith  and  Major  Peter,  who 
expressed  much  anxiety  respecting  their  families, 
and  considering  it  all  important  to  prevent  lur- 
ther  injury  to  the  city,  I  ordered  the  troops  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  to   move  thither  for  its 

protection. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
treated to  their  shipping.  I  ordered  the  Prince 
George's  troops  down  to  Bladensburg.  and  those 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonels  Beall 
and  Hood  to  remain  encamped  on  the  ground  then 
occupied,  until  they  had  orders  from  General 
Winder;  and  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  with 
the  United  States'  infantry,  my  brigade,  and  part 
of  Colonel  Lavali's  cavalry,  marched  for  Balti- 
more in  a  very  heavy  rain.  On  my  arrival  there 
in  the  evening.  I  waited  on  General  Winder,  and 
detailed  to  him  what  I  had  done  since  he  left  me, 
with  which  he  appeared  well  pleased. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  must   observe   that  Major 


dispoyition  of  the  troops  of  Washington  and 
Georgetown,  under  my  command,  from  the  pe- 
riod they  were  called  into  service,  until  the  24th 
of  August,  she  disastrous  day  of  battle  at  Bla- 
densburg, together  with  such  facts  and  circum- 
stance? relative  to  the  subject  as  present  them- 
selves. 

Late  at  night  on  the  18th  August,  I  received 
orders  to  call  out  the  whole  of  the  brigade  under 
my  command,  to  rendezvous  on  the  evening  of 
the  following  day  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  in 
Washinston,  and  to  report  to  General  Winder. 
The  troops  assembled  according  to  orders,  but 
being  deficient  in  many  essential  supplies  for  ac- 
tual service,  were,  after  an  inspection,  dismissed 
until  the  ensuing  morning,  the  20th,  when  every 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  officers  being  made  to 
perfect  their  equipment,  they  moved  off  from  the 
Capitol  about  3  P.  M.,  crossed  the  Eastern  Branch, 
and  halted  four  miles  therefrom,  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Nottingham.  They  were  here  overtaken 
by  the  baj^gage,  when  it  was  ascertained  there 
was  a  great  deficiency  of  necessary  camp  equi- 
page, the  public  stores  being  exhausted  ;  many  of 
the  troops  were  compelled  to  lay  out  in  the  open 
field  ;  and  of  the  essential  article  of  flints,  upoD 
a  requisition  of  one  thousand,  only  two  hundred 
could  be  had.  Means  were  immediately  adopted 
to  supply  the  latter  defect  from  private  resources; 
the  former  was  never  accomplished.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  21si,  the  militia  companies 
deficient  in  numbers  were  consolidated,  and  the 
supernumerary  officers  detached  to  bring  up  de- 
linquents. The  force  on  the  ground  amounted 
to  about  one  thousand  and  seventy,  comprised 
into  two  regiments,  commanded  by  Colonels  Ma- 
gruder  and  Brent,  and  consisting  of  the  following 
description  of  troops:  two  companies  of  artillery, 
twelve  six  pounders,  and  two  hundred  and  ten 
men  ;  two  companies  of  riflemen,  nominally,  but 


Pinkney  with  most  of  ins  battalion,  and  part  of  i  armed  with  muskets,  the  Secretary  of  War  hav- 
Ihe  two  companies  of  artillery,  retired  from  their  |  •"?  declined  or  refused  to  furnish  rifles, one  hun- 
advanced  position  to  the  left  of  the  filth  regiment,  <|'ed  and  seventy  men  ;  one  company  of  grena- 
and  with  that  regiment  continued  to  behave  with  1^'"^  forty  men;  and  five  companies  of  light 
that  gallantry  which  had  distinguished  them  in  I  infantry,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  all 
the  ons»t,  and  only  retired  whm  pressed  by  supe-  about  six  hundred  and  seventy  of  volunteers,  the 
rior  numbers,  and  then,  as  I  am  informed,  by  or-  residue  common  militia.  Having  here  done  all 
ders  from  the  Commanding  General.  I  that  could  be  done  for  the  organization  oi  the 


TOBIAS  E.  STANSBURY. 
Hod.  R.  M.  Jou.nson,  Chairman^  ^c. 


troops,  and  to  enable  them  to  move  with  celerity, 
they  were,  according  to  previous  orders  from  Gen- 
i  era!  Winder,  put  in  motion,  and  after  a  hot  and 
j  fatiguing  march,  encamped  that  evening  after 
j  dusk  near  the  Woodyard.  At  this  place  I  found 
j  the  United  Slates'  36th  regiment,  Lieutenant 
'  Colonel  Scott,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty 
strong,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  under  the 
in  your  favor  of  the28th  ultimo,  enclosinga  copy  j  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghraan ;  the 
of  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  House  of!  latter  soon  after  moved  off  to  reconnoitre  on  the 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  appointing  !  different  roads  between  the  Woodyard.  Marlbor- 
a  committee  to  investigate  the  causes  which  led  !  ough,  and  Nottingham.  While  the  troops  were 
to  the  success  of  the  enemy,  in  his  late  enterprise    occupying  the  ground,  I  received  a  message  from 


Sir 


General   W.  Smith's  Statenumt. 
Camp,  Washington.  October  6,  1814. 
In  compliance  with  the  request  contained 


against  this  city,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to 
submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee, 
the  following  detailed  report,  as  connected  with 
the  inquiry,  and  embracing,  as  you  wish,  a  view 
of  the  numbers,  the  movements,  the  conduct,  and 
13th  Con.  3d  Sess.— 52 


General  Winder,  then  at  the  Woodyard,  request- 
ing an  interview  at  his  quarters;  after  which  I 
returned  to  camp  at  9  o'clock,  and  again,  at  his 
request,  joined  hira  at  12.  where  Colonel  Monroe 
soon  after  arrived  with  theii  telligence  of  the  ar- 
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ijal  at  Notungham,  (distant  about  twelve  miles)  [  We  here  fell  Id  with  Commodore  Barney  and  bis 

(fithe  eoeraf ,  in  considerable  force,  both  by  land  i  sailors,  and  after  a  short  rest  the  whole  moved  on 

^d  water.     I  received  orders  immediately  to  re-  ,  and  about  4  P.  M.  arrived  at  the  Long  Old  Fields.* 

iJin  to  cam^  and  hold  the  troops  in  readiness  to    Here,  pursuant  to  directions  from   General  Win- 

.(|)|irch  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  was  instructed    der.  I  assumed    the  command  of  the  assembled 

I  \  General  Winder  to  direct  Lieutenant  Colonel    forces,  those  of  Commodore  Barney  excepted,  con- 

!  (jott,  of  the^Gih  United  Slates'  regiment,  to  get     sisting  now  of  the  following  troops,  viz:  District 

I  il  men  imrxicdiately  under  arms,  and   to  march     volunteers  and  militia.  one  thousand  and  seventy; 

■;  i\^OTA\ug  to;  orders    previously   given    him.      I     Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott's  36ih  United  State*' 

;i  iched  the  *?amp  about  two  o'clock.  A.  M.;  the  :  regiment,    three    hundred    and    fifty;   Lieutenant 

I  iops  were  roused,  the  tents  struck,  the  baggage  I  Colonel  Kramer's  battalion  of  draughted  militia. 

'    igons  loadc'J,  and  the  men  got  immediately  un- ,  two    hundred    and    forty;   and    Major    Waring's 

';!  ;«•  arms,  an<j  so  remained  until  sunrise  the  22d.  \  battalion  of   Prince   George's   militia,  about   one 

•  I  ijien   Generpl  Wmder  arrived   and  directed  an  |  hundred  and  fifty;  total  about  eighteen  hundred 

jjflivanced  corps  to  be  formed  and  march  immedi-    men.     An  encampment  was  formed  for  the  night, 

■ir^ly,  to  connst  of  about  three  hundred  men.  ar-    and  such  positions  taken  as  were  best  calculated 

l^erists  and;  infantry.     This  was  promptly  done,  i  to  resist  a  night  attack  ;  the  cavalry  being  already 

i:j^   placed  under  the  direction  of  Major  Peter,  I  stationed  in  advaace,  in  the  different  roads  lead- 

^*isisting  of  his  own   artillery.  Captain   David-  '  ing  to  Marlborough,  with  orders  to  keep  patrolling 

^i|i's  light  inrfantry,  and  Captain  SluU's  rifle  corps,     parlies  constantly  upon  the  enemy's  quarters,  and 

;i».  jned  witli  niuskets.     They  moved  immediately     to  advise  of  all  his  movements.     The  troops  being 

J(M  the  road   to  Ncttin^hjfhi.  and  were  soon  after  •     -  '  .  . 

^powed  by  the  main  body  to  support  them.    Ma- 


greatly  fatigued,  sought  in  sleep  that  repose  they 
so  much  wanted  ;  in  ihis  they  were  disappointed  : 


feter  wrth   the  advance  corps  moved  on  for    an  alarm  gun  aroused  them  about  2  o'clock  in  the 
,^x  or  five  miles,  when   he  fell  in  with  Colonel  i  morning  of  the  23d  ;  they  were   quickly  formed 

.kvali's  rav^lrv     a     nurl   nf    r'z-klr.nol     T".  I.,k.„>.. -J^        :»     ».«„.     „r    .U_- .       .- 


I 


vails  cav.nl ry,  a  part  of  Colonel  Tilghman's,    in  front  of  their  encampment,  and   dispositions 
d  the  36tli    United    States'  --• '  "  '     ■  -  - 


regiment,   retiring. 


.  ;  o         p,-     made  to  meet  and  repel  the  expected  attack,  but 

•le  troops  tvcre  halted,  and  a  poMlion  taken  to  :  in  a  short  time  it  was  ascertained  to  be  a  false 
)el  the  en»,my,  now  rapidly  approaching.  Gen-  |  alarm,  and  the  troops  were  dismissed,  but  with 
il  Winderhere  joined  our  troops,  and  soon  af-  '  orders  to  hold  themselves  ready  for  their  posts  at 
.  orders  ifere  given  lo  fall  back,  which  was  i  a  momenl's  warning.  At  daylight  General  Wio- 
ne.  The  mam  body  had  meanwhile  arrived  j  der  gave  orders  to  have  the  tenls  struck,  and  the 
a  positiog  within  two  miles  of  the  advance.  |  baggage  wagons  loaded,  and  that  the  whole  should 
tiere  they]ound   the    marine   corps,  under    the  j  be    ready  to    move  in  one    hour.     Those  orders 


L»mmand  of  Captain  Miller,  with   five  pieces  of 
»|<fav'/  artilkry,  judiciously  posted. 


;'iL>mmand 

♦|<fav/  arti 

JThis  posnion  not  being  deemed  favorable  for 
l|e  infantr]^  they  were  directed  to  rest  on  their 
qsms.  whilst  I  rode  briskly  forward  to  discover 
I  e  more  adapted  to  them  ;  but  none  presented,  ex 


! 


were  complied  with,  with  all  possible  expedition. 
Shortly  after,  ihe  troops  were  got  under  arms, 
and  were  joined  by  another  small  detachment  of 
Prince  George's  militia,  under  the  command  of 
.Major  Maynard,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
The  whole  were  held  ready  to  move  according  to 


tpt  for  hgl^  troops,  a  body  of  which  was  thrown  I  orders.     About    this    time  I   received    directmns 
X  advance  into  the  woods. and  the  residue  of  the    from  General  Winder  to  have  formed  an  advance 
.    r*>ops  dispo^.ed  of  to  act  according  to  circumstan-  '  corps,  constructed  as  the  one  ol  the  preceding  day 
**\      I^  ^^  received  advice,  about  11  o'clock.  I  and  to  be  prepared  to  move  as  hi<.  sub-sequeni  or- 
the  adva.ice  of  the  enemy  and  of  the  retiring    ders  .should  designate.     Peter's,  Davidson's   and 
our  troojw.  and  immediately  after,  orders  from  I  Stull'.s  companies  were   again   selected    for'  this 
^neral  >Vmdej  to  sejid   off  the   baggage  from     purpose,  and  formed  accordingly.     The  President 


viiere  it  h^d  been  left  in  the  morning^  to  the 
:  fjjong  Old  Fields,"  and  for  the  iroops  to  retire 
■^l^wly  upoij    the  same   road.     About    this   time. 

itjccessive  Ijeavy  explosions  from  the  direction  of 


^ 


of  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  others  of  his  Cabinet,  now 
came  upon  the  ground  and  reviewed  the  troops. 

.       .  About  10  o'clock,  General  Winder  left  the  camp. 

arlborou^i,  announced  the  destruction  of  Com-    accompanied  by,  and  having  under  his  commaDd 

ifodore  Barjiey  s  flotilla,  which  was  known  to  be  I  or  direction,  several  troops  of  cavalry,  intending 

:|  that  vici^uty,  and   also  that  this  course  would     to  reconnoitre  on  the  road  leading  from  Marlbo- 

^  adopted^sMiould   the  enemy  approach   in  such  !  rough  to  Bladensburg,  as  well  a.s  to  be  situated  in 

yce,  bylaf.d  and  water,  as  to  render  the  resist- I  a  position  where  he  might  morecon  venientiv  com- 

>"  unavailing.     It  was  hence  inferred,  that  the  I  municate  with  the  troops  expected  from  Baltimore, 

|emy  had  nsceoded  the  Patuxeni  in  force,  that  a    leaving  directions  that  I  should  report  to  h.m  at  the 

Mumn  of  .roops  had  co-operated,  by  taking  the  ,  Cross  Roads,  it  being  the  intersection  of  a  road. 

J^adin  that  direction   which  wa.  soon  afterwards  I  proceedingfromtheOJdF.eld.s,andcrussin<rihebe. 

J|Dfirmed;  and  with    the   advices  subsequently.  |  fore  mentioned  road,  about  five  miles  disiani.     His 

JJa    the  whole  of  their  army  had  filed  off  on  fhat  ,  orders  were,  that  the  advance  .roop.s  should  move 

ir4ad,aridt*kenpossessionolMarlborough.     Our    forward  in  thedireciion  of. MarlborLugh.reconnm- 

'^^<)n«    hallk.1    awn    nc«crrtlila/<    at    il.^    r„.l.  „r    .1...  I  ...    .1  ...  =>  <-".•••»'• 


i 


j|o<'p«  halUfJ,  and  assembled  at  the  fork  of  the 
fad*,  on  this  side  of  the  Woodyard,  one  of  which 
lads  lo  Mliflborough,  the   other  to  this  place. 


tre  the  enemy,  approach  him  as  near  as  possible, 
without  running  too  much  ri.sk,  and  to  annoy 
him,  either  in  his  position  or  in  bis  muvementa, 


\ 
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by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  and  that  I  should 
remain  with    the   main   body  at   the  Old   Fields, 
and  act  according  to  the  intelligence  I  should  re- 
ceive of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.     If  they 
moved  upon    Bladensburg,   by   the    road    before 
mentioned,  that  I  bhould'approach   them    by  the 
intersecting  road  from  the  Old  Fields,  and  attack 
their  left  flank,  or,  if  upon  the  road  we  now  oc- 
cupied, that  we  should  make  the  best  possible  dis- 
positions in  our   power,  and   receive  him  there, 
unless  circumstances  imperiously  forbade;  other- 
wise, to  retire   by  a  road   in  our  rear  to  Bladens- 
burg or  to  Washington,  as,  at   the   lime,  should 
seem    most  advisable.     In   conformity  with    this 
arrangement,    M^jor   Peler.    with    the    advance 
corps,  and  wilh  Capt.  Caldwell's  cavalry,  which 
had  joined  us,  marched  about  11  o'clock.     About 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  front  of  our  then  camp,  the 
road  forks,  both  leading  to  Marlborough,  one,  on 
the  main  stage  road,   by  which  the  distance  was  | 
about  eight  miles,  the  other  turning  to  the  left,  a 
more  direct  route,  but   not  so  good  a  road,  about  ' 
six  miles.     This  last   mentioned  road  was  taken 
by  our  advancing  troops.     The  commander  was  ' 
instructed  to  report  every  hour.     The  residue  of  | 
our  troops  were  dismissed  to  refresh.     From  this 
period  until  2  o'clock,  several  deserters  and  pris- 
oners were  brought  into  camp,  and  I  was  engaged 
in  examining  them,  when  intelligence  was  receiv- 
ed from  Major  Peter  that   the   enemy  had  left 
Marlborough,  and  were  advancing   rapidly  upon 
the  road  which  we  then  occupied,  in  great  A>rce; 
that,  according  to  his  estimation  of  their  column, 
and  the  best  information    he  could    obtain,  their 
force  was  not  less  ihan   six  thousand   men  ;  that 
he  had  had  a  skirmish  with  them,  in  which  they 
had  endeavored  to  outflank  him  ;  and  that  he  was 
then  retiring   before   them.     A   part   of  Colonel 
Lavall's  cavalry  having  then  joined  us,  were  im- 
mediately detached  to  cover   the  retreat,  and  the 
whole  of  our   iroops  ordered  under  arms.     Con- 
ferring wilh  Commodore  Barney  on  the  subject, 
I  proposed  making  a  stand    in  our  iben  position, 
wilh  which,  wilh  his  characteristic  gallantry,  he 
promptly  acquiesced,   professing   his  willinguess 
to  co-operate  in  any  measures  that  might  be  deem- 
ed most  advisable.     The  troops  were  immediately 
formed  lo  order  of  battle,  extending  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  on  each  side  of  the  road;  those  of 
Commodore  Barney,  with  his  heavy  artillery,  ihe 
marines  under  Captain  Miller,  and  the  36th  Uni- 
ted States'  regiment,  being  posted  on  the  right  of 
the  road  ;  the  District  troops,  and  the  residue  of 
those  attached  to  them,  on  the  left — our  advanced 
troops,  as  they  arrived,  taking  their  stations  in  the 
line,  and  the  artillery,  in  which  it  was  ascertained 
we  were  greatly  their  superior,  and  for  which  the 
ground  was  admirably  adapted,  so  posted,  as  to 
have   the   best  effect;  indeed,  so  strong  did  we 
deem  our  position   in  front,   that  we  were  appre- 
hensive that  the  enemy,  upon  viewing  us,  would 
forbear  to  assail  us  by  daylight,  or  that,  availing 
of  his  numbers,  he  would  endeavor  to  outflank 
us.     To  guard  against  this  last,  parlies  of  light 
troops  and  cavalry  were  detached   to  cover  both 
flanks.     We  remained  thus,  two  or  three  hours, 


calmly  awaiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  oar 
videttes  successfully  announcing  his  continued 
progress.  About  5  P.  M.,  General  Winder,  who 
had  been  apprized  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
arrived  in  camp.  He  examined  the  different  po- 
sitions, and  approved  of  them,  but  the  day  being 
niiw  nearly  spent,  and  it  being  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  had  not  arrived  wiinin  a  distance  in 
which  he  would  now,  probably,  be  able  to  make 
his  attack,  while  it  lasted,  and  it  being  deemed 
unadvisable  to  receive  a  night  attack  there,  when 
our  advantage  of  artillery  would  be  unavailing, 
he  gave  the  orders  to  retire  about  suaset,and  the 
whole  of  the  troops,  much  wearied  and  exhaust- 
ed, encamped,  late  in  ihe  night,  within  thiscity. 

Thus  terminated  the  four  days  of  service  of  the 
iroops  of  this  District,  preceding  ihe  affair  at  Bla- 
densburg. They  had  been  under  arms,  with  but 
little  intermission,  the  whole  of  the  time,  both 
night  and  day;  had  traversed,  during  their  dif- 
ferent marches  in  advance  and  retreat,  a  consid- 
erable tract  of  country,  exposed  to  the  burning 
heal  of  a  sultry  sun  by  day,  and  many  of  them 
to  the  cold  dews  of  the  night,  uncovered.  They 
had,  in  this  period,  drawn  but  two  rations,  the 
requisition  therefor,  in  the  first  instance,  having 
been  but  partially  complied  wilh,  and  il  being  af- 
terwards almost  impossible  to  procure  the  means 
of  trausporiation.  the  wagons  employed  by  our 
quartermaster  for  that  purpose  being  conitanily 
impressed  by  the  Government  aijents,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  the  public  records,  when  the 
enemy's  approach  was  known,  and  some  of  them 
thus::>eized  while  proceeding  to  take  in  provisions 
for  llie  army. 

Those  hardships  and  privations  could  not  but 
be  severely  distressing  lo  men,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  possessed  and  enjoyed  at  home  the  means 
of  comfortable  living,  and  from  iheir  usual  habits 
and  pursuits  in  life  but  ill  qualified  to  endure 
them.  They,  however,  submitted  without  mur- 
muring, evincing  by  their  patience.  iheirzeal,and 
the  promptitude  wilh  which  they  obeyed  every 
order,  a  magnanimity  highly  honorable  to  their 
character.  Great  as  was  their  merit  in  this  re- 
spect, it  was  no  less  so  in  the  spirit  manifested 
whenever  an  order  was  given  to  march  to  meet 
the  foe;  and,  at  the  "Long  Old  Fields,"  where 
his  attack  was  momently  expected  in  overwhelm- 
ing force,  ihey  displayed,  in  presence  of  many 
spectators,  although  scarce  any  of  them  had  ever 
been  in  action,  a  firmness,  a  resolution,  and  an 
intrepidity,  which,  whatever  might  have  been  the 
result,  did  honor  to  their  country. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  24th  August,  at 
11  A.  M.,  I  received  orders  from  General  Winder 
lo  detach  one  piece  of  artillery  and  one  company 
of  infantry,  to  repair  to  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge, 
and  there  report  to  Colonel  Wadsworth ;  and  to 
proceed  wilh  the  residue  of  the  iroops  to  Bladens- 
burg, and  take  a  position  lo  support  General 
Stansbury.  This  order  was  put  in  immediate 
execution,  and  the  troops  for  Bladensburg  moved 
off  wilh  all  the  expedition  of  which  they  were 
capable.  Having  put  them  in  motion  I  passed  on 
ahead,  in  order  that  I  might  select  my  posiiioa 
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againf  )heir  arriT»I.  I  found  General  Stansbury 
posteii  jn  the  west  side  of  the  Eastern  Branch,  his 
rig^r  If.stinff  on  the  main  road,  distant  from  the 
brijg|at  Bladenshurg  five  or  six  hundred  yards, 
«nd  ekcnding  nonheastwardly,  his  left  approach- 
ing ni<|ii#er  to  the  creek.  An  extensive  apple  or- 
chardMas  in  his  front,  and  one  hundred  to  two 
handrf  J  yards  iq  advance,  a  work  thrown  up, 
coiniiirading  the  Abridge,  occupied  by  a  corps  of 
artiHfv^ts,  with  five  or  six  pieces,  and  appeared 


artiNf^sts,  with  five  or  six  pieces,  and  appeared 
to  be  fcjpporied  by  some  rifle  and  light  compa- 
nies. :|,i  his  rear,  on  the  right,  was  a  thick  un- 
dergrfjih  of  wood, and  directly  behind  that  a  deep 
holli)wf<ir  ravine,  open  or  cleared,  of  about  sixty 
yards  f:i  width,  which  the  main  road  crosses. 
The  r;fMne  terminates  on  the  left  in  a  bold  ac- 
clivity. |>bout  two  hundred  yards  from  the  road; 
the  reJl»f  the  ground  in  his  rear  was  open,  un- 
broke^und  gradually  ascending  fields.  Having 
hast=il>Jfxamined  the  grounds,  and  concluded  on 
the  ^i»|ositions  I  sljould  make,  I  apprized  General 
Stan»l^  iry  of  ray  vjew,  as  to  the  troops  under  ray 
comnefud,  suggesting,  that  if  his  line  should  be 
forcHitnd  he  could  again  form  on  ray  left,  that 
the  a<ft)re  of  the  ground  there  would  be  favor- 
able i\:  a  renewal  of  the  action,  which  might 
theii  bicome  general.  By  this  time  we  received 
advkp.^'iat  the  etemy  were  near  Biadensburg. 
andfl:l^jl  him,  to  feasten  the  arrival  of  my  troops. 
Tht^y^iDved  rapidly  on,  notwithstanding  the  ei- 
cess^vt*iieat  of  tb-  day.  covered  with  clouds  of 
dustja!jet  were  proinptly  disposed  of  as  follows: 

L|ei|4nant  Colonel  Scott,  with  the  36th  Uni- 
ted i^vajs'  regimeot,  was  posted  in  a  field  on  the 
left  .1^  fcje  road,  his; right  resting  upon  it,and  com- 
maiidir«J  the  road  descending  into  the  ravine  be- 
fore .ii**ioned,  in  (he  rear  of  General  Stansbury's 
righi,  iijl  the  rest  </f  his  line  commanding  the  as- 
cent'ff.'ii  the  raviiie.     This  position  was  about 
one^hjiAiJlred  and  fifty   yards  in  the  rear  of  the 
front  ;i|rje,  but    extendins  to  the    right.     In  the 
samijif  li,  about  orie  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of 
the  Je.ilijregiment, .Colonel  Magruder  was  posted 
with,  a  Hrt  of  the  1st  regiment  of  District  militia, 
*M\  ^^'^'^  '^^''''1^  upon  the  road,  the  left  ad- 
^0/ presenting  i  front  obliquely  to  the  road, 
and  utijiied  to  cov?r  and  co-operate  with  the  36th 
regirjic^;  Major  P-ter  with  his  artillery,  six  six- 
poui;-J.>*i^;  Captain  Davidson's  light  infantry,  and 
Capi^ir^atull's  rifje  corps,  armed  with  mu>kets. 
all  0^  ih'2jsame  regiment,  were  ordered  to  take  pos- 
session jl  the  abrupt  acclivity  before  mentioned, 
terrainailng  the  rav,ne.     This  was  deemed  a  de- 
si^ratje  |<|sition,  because  it  commanded  completely 
''--  "jivYi^  and  the  foad  crossing  it.  and  a  consid- 
)l^  tfcjent  of  th4  ground  over  which  the  front 
Vvojjld  necessarily  retire  if  forced  back;  but, 
after-a  ,-»ort  space,  of  time,  report  was   made  to 
me,  t^atflrokengroiinds  interrupted  the  approach 
to  It  tvutj  artillery,. but  by  a  circuitous  route  that 
woul}l:4i^nsume  m|ich  time,  and  that,  in  case  of 
retreat,  jtje  ground  in  the  rear  was  such  as  might 
endaigrrl  the  safety  of  the  guns.     It  was  men- 
lionefl,  |ti  the  same  time,  that   near  to  a  was  a 
com[()ar|:!ing  posit^n  for  artillery,  and   easy  of 
accej^  i' in  and  to  ^he  road.     I  yielded  with  re- 
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luctance  to  the  abandonment  of  the  position  first 
ordered,  but   time  did    not   admit  of  hesitation. 
Meanwhile    I    had    posted    Lieutenant   Colonel 
Kramer,  with  his  battalion  of  Maryland  draught- 
ed militia,  in  the  woods,  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  commanding  the  ravine  which  continued  in' 
that  direction,  with  orders  that,  if  forced,  heshould 
retire  by  his  right,  through  a  body  of  woods  in  that 
direction,  and  rally  and  form  with  the  troops  sta- 
tioned in  t  he  rear,  on  the  extreme  right.     Upon  ex- 
amining the  position  taken  by  Major  Peter's  bat- 
tery, it  was  found  that  the  range  of  his  guns  was 
principally  through  that  part  of  the  field  occupied 
by  the  36th  regiment.    To  remove  one  or  the  other 
became  necessary,  and  the  difficulty  of  the  ground 
tor   moving   artillery,  and    the   exigency  of  the 
movement,  left    no   alternative.     The   36th    fell 
back  about  one  hundred   yards,  losing,  in  some 
measure,  the  advantage  of  its  elevated  ground, 
and  leaving  the  road.     The  position  of  the  31si 
regiment  District  militia,  from  this  circumstance 
was  also  necessarily  changed.     It  fell  back  about 
the  same  distance,  its   right  still   resting  on    the 
road,  and  now  formed,  nearly  in  line  with  the  36ih. 
Of  the  2d   regiment  District  militia,  two  pieces 
of  artillery  and  one  company  of  riflemen,  armed 
with   muskets,  were,    by    directions   of  General 
Winder,  sent   on    to   the   front;  with    those   he 
flanked   the  extreme  left  of  the  front  line;  two 
pieces  more  of  artillery  wore  posted  in  the  road 
near  the  bridge  at   Biadensburg;  the  residue  of 
that    regiment,   about    three   hundred    and    fifty 
strong,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Brent,  was 
formed  as  a  reserve  a  short  distance  in  the' rear 
of  Major   Peter's  battery,  and  so  disposed   as  to 
act  on  the  right,  or  left,  or  in  front,  as  occasion 
might   require.     Near  them  was   posted,  in    the 
same  manner,  Major  Wanng's  Prince  George's 
battalion  of  militia,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
Colonel   William   D.  Beall,  with  a    regiment  of 
troops  from  Annapolis,  passed  through  Biadens- 
burg as  our  troops  arrived,  and  took  apposition  on 
the  right  of  the  road  and  nearly  fronting  it,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,'    Pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  the  troops  on' the  ground 
General  Winder  came  up  from  the  city,  and  be- 
ing made  acquainted  with  the  intended  disposi- 
tions of  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  ground  reserved 
for   Commodore    tiarney    and    the    marines,  ap- 
proved of  and  confirmed  them. 

About  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  and  whilst  the 
troops  were  taking  their  different  positions!,  innu- 
merable rockets  thrown  from  the  heights  of  Bia- 
densburg announced  thearrival  of  the  enemy  there; 
and,  at  this  period,  Commodore  Barney's 'sailors 
and  marines,  in  quick  march,  arrived,  and  took 
possession  of  thegroundpreviouslyassigned  them, 
his  artillery  being  posted  in  and  near  the  road 
upon  lis  right,  commanding  the  road  and  open 
field  in  front,  and  his  infantry,  together  with  the 
marines  under  Captain  Miller,  extending  to  ihe 
right;  thus  occupying  the  interval  of  ground  be- 
tween Colonel  Magruder's  first  regiment  District 
militia,  and  Colonel  Beall's  Maryland  regiment. 
The  firing  of  artillery  in  l>ont  soon  commenced, 
and  iramet'iaiely  after,  that  of  musketry,  in  quick 
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and  rapid  succession.  In  a  few  minutes  the  whole 
right  and  centre  of  the  front  line,  with  some 
small  exceptions,  were  seen  retiring  in  disorder 
and  confusion.  The  firing  still  continued  on  the 
extreme  left;  shortly  after,  it  also  broke,  and  al- 
though it  retired  in  more  order,  yet  none  could 
be  rallied  so  as  to  renew  the  action  with  effect, 
and  also  soon  entirely  quitted  the  field. 

Meanwhile  the  left  of  the  enemy,  in  heavy 
column,  passed  along  the  road  crossing  the  ravine. 
They  were  here  encountered  by  the  troops  of 
Colonel  Kramer,  posted  in  the  woods  on  the  edge 
of  the  ravine.  These,  after  a  short  conflict,  were 
compelled  to  retire ;  which  they  did  principally 
under  cover  of  the  adjacent  woods,  and  formed 
with  the  troops  of  Colonel  Beall  on  the  right. 
The  enemy's  column  now  displayed  in  the  field, 
on  the  right  of  the  road.  They  here  became 
exposed  to  the  oblique  fire  of  Major  Peter's 
battery,  which  was  kept  up  with  great  anima- 
tion. Still  pressing  on  to  the  front  of  our  right, 
they  came  in  contact  with  the  ht-avy  artillery  of 
Commodore  Barney,  and  of  the  troops  posted 
tliere.  Here  tiie  firing  became  tremendous.  They 
were  repulsed,  again  returned  to  the  charge,  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  the  troops  on  the  right,  and 
finally  carried  the  position  of  Commodore  Barney. 

The  dispersion  of  the  front  line  caused  a  dan- 
gerous opening  on  our  left,  ofwiiich  the  enemy 
in  that  quarter  promptly  availed.  He  advanced 
rapidly,  then,  wheeling  on  his  left,  soon  gained, 
and  was  turning  our  left  flank.  To  oppose  this 
alarming  movement,  I  directed  Colonel  Brent, 
with  the  second  regiment  of  District  militia,  to 
take  a  position  still  more  to  the  left;  and  he  was 
proceeding  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  when 
orders  came  from  General  Winder  for  the  whole 
of  the  troops  to  retreat.  The  efforts  of  the  enemy 
had  hitherto  been  directed  principally  against  the 
right  and  left  of  our  whole  line  of  battle.  The 
troops  of  this  District,  and  a  part  of  those  attached 
to  them,  occupying  positions  mostly  in  the  centre, 
and  some  of  them  diQicult  of  access,  were  conse- 
quently but  partially  engaged,  and  this  principally 
with  light  troops  and  skirmishers,  now  pressing 
forward,  supported  by  a  column  of  infantry. 

I  here  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  Col- 
onels Brent  and  Thompson.  Nos.  1  and  2,  show- 
ing the  positions,  and  the  part  taken  by  their  re- 
spective commands  during  the  action. 

The  order  to  retreat  was  executed  by  regiments 
and  corps,  as  they  had  been  formed,  and  with  as 
much  order  as  tlie  nature  of  the  ground  would 
permit.  The  first  and  second  regiment  halted 
and  formed,  after  retreating  five  or  six  hundred 
paces,  but  were  again  ordered  by  General  Winder 
to  retire.  At  this  moment  I  fell  in  with  General 
Winder,  and.  after  a  short  conference  with  him 
was  directed  to  move  on,  and  collect  the  troops, 
and  prepare  to  make  a  stand  on  the  heights  west- 
ward of  the  turnpike  gate.  This  was  done  as 
fast  as  the  troops  came  up.  A  front  was  again 
presented  towards  the  enemy,  consisting  princi- 
pally of  the  troops  of  this  District,  a  part  of  those 
who  had  been  attached  to  them  in  the  action,  and 
a  Virginia  regiment  of  about  four  hundred  men,  | 


under  Colonel  Minor^  which  met  us  at  this 
place.  Whilst  the  line  was  yet  forming,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  General  Winder  to  fall  back 
to  the  Capitol,  and  there  form  for  battle.  I  took 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  my  impression  of  the 
preferable  situation  we  then  occupied  ;  but  ex- 
pecting that  he  might  be  joined  there  by  some  of 
the  dispersed  troops  of  the  front  line,  he  chose  to 
make  the  stand  there.  Approaching  the  Capitol, 
I  halted  the  troops,  and  requested  his  orders  as 
to  the  formation  of  the  line.  We  found  no  aux- 
iliaries there.  He  then  cenferred  for  a  few  mo- 
ments with  General  Armstrong,  who  was  a  short 
distance  from  us,  and  then  gave  orders  that  the 
whole  should  retreat  through  Washington  and 
Georgetown.  It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the 
anguish  evinced  by  the  troops  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown  on  the  receiving  of  this  order. 
The  idea  of  leaving  their  families,  their  houses, 
and  their  homes,  at  the  mercy  of  an  enraged  ene- 
my, was  insupportable.  To  preserve  that  order 
which  was  maintained  during  the  retreat,  was 
now  no  longer  praciicable.  As  they  retired 
through  Washington  and  Georgetown,  numbers 
were  obtaining  and  taking  leave  to  visit  their 
homes,  and  again  rejoining  ;  and  with  ranks  thus 
broken  and  scattered,  they  halted  at  night  on  the 
heights  near  Tenleyiown.  and, on  the  ensuing  day, 
assembled  at  Montgomery  Court-house. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  given  a   detailed,  and   what 
will,  I  apprehend,  in  many  respects,  be  deemed 
too  minute  an  account,  of  the  short  tour  of  ser- 
vice of  the  District  troops  under  ray  command, 
which  preceded  the  capture  of  this  capital.   I  fear 
Its  length  may  trespass  too  much  on  the  patience 
of  your  honorable  committee.     I  thought  it,  how- 
ever, due  to  the  occasion,  and  conformable  to  the 
spirit  and  purport  of  your  inquiries.     I  had  ano- 
ther  object.      The   troops  of   Washington   and 
Georgetown  have  been  assailed,   in   the   public 
prints,  and  elsewhere,  with  calumnies  as  unmer- 
ited as  they  are  cruel  and  wanton.     They  have 
heard   of    them   with    indignant   astonishment. 
Conscious  that   in   no  instance  have  they  been 
wanting  in  the  duty  they  owed  to  their  country 
or  to   themselves,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  obe- 
dience to   the  call  of  their  Government,  have, 
with   alacrity,  obeyed  its  orders,  and  intrepidly 
fronted  an  enemy  vastly  their  superior  in  force, 
and  never  yielding  the  ground  to  him,  but  by  or- 
ders  emanating   from   superior   authority,   they 
cannot  restrain  the  feelings  excited  by  such  man- 
ifest, such  unprovoked  injustice.    They  hare  seen 
with  satisfaction   the  resolution  of  Congress  to 
inquire  into  this  subject;  and  persuaded  of  the 
justice  and  impartiality  of  your  honorable  com- 
mittee, entertain  a  confident  assurance  that  the 
result  of  your  investigation  will  afford  relief  to 
their  injured  feelings.     Connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, I   beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  letter  of  General 
Winder,  No.  3,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  of 
him,  as  to  the  general  conduct  of  the   brigade 
whilst  under  his  command.  I  have,dc.c. 

W.  SMITH.  Brig.  General, 

First  Columbian  Brigade. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson. 
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p.  ij  I  ought  ih  have  mentioned  shat  parts  of  I  General  Winder ;  which  order  was  obeyed      See 
tw(i  f  Jiiipanies  ofsthe  United  Stales'  iweU'th  and    No.  1 
thiftyitighih    regtments    were    attached    to    the         '" 
thi.My>^|xth  regiment,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Sc(|ti»\  Previousrto  the  march  to  Bladensburg. 
cig,U^?nen  of  '  " 
neajr  fit  Easte 


hi*  command  had  been  stationed 
lit  Eastern  ^{ranch  bridge,  and  did  not  join 
until  ,  ^er  the  aciion.     His  force  then  was  less 
thaji  l^ree  hundr(td  men.  W  S 

'  li       i  — 

Biriff  \^ier  General  Robert  Young's  Statement. 
•  ^    Alexandria,  Oc/.  3.  1814. 

SMr  jIn  compli.jncewith  your  letter  of  the  2Sth 
of  St  il'mber,  written  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu- 
tion p^Jpted  by  t;je  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Uipd  Staiesji  requiring  such  information  as 
may  if  tin  my  po^/er  to  give,  more  especially  the 
jgned  my  ►ommand,  my  numbers,  order*, 
|nis,  and  d.sposilion?:,  previous  and  subse- 
(tj  the24lh  gf  August  last,  and  on  that  day; 
jhe  condu)<t  otmy  officers  and  men,  their 
|ton  the  subject  of  the  enemy's  numbers, 
tifidence  in  success,  and  whether  anything 
,  ,iDic  prevailed  ;  with  such  other  views  a's 
it  njaile  in  my  pi.wer  to  communicate,  pertinent 
to  anJirDpartial  iKvestigation  of  the  subject:  I 
hav*e  .<!  honor  respectfully  to  report,  that,  since 
the  dejl^ration  of  war.  I  am  enabled,  with  great 
trut*).  |(j  say,  that  the  officers  and  a  great  po'rlion 


:rut?i.  t(j  say,  that  the  officers  and  a  great  portion 
jf  tfie«)jivates  of  my  command  have  manifested 
:o  r«jei|ery  disposition  to  defend  the  District  of 
CoI«^j:a  from  th>  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  and 


0 

to  I,iC> 

CoI«^j:a  irom  ttir  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  and 

this'  «y»iosition    h"^s   been  communicated  to  the 

Sec/eJ{yofWar,:requcst.ng  to  be  furnished  with     ,„.  ..,..,  ...,...u.u  wun  a  orass  tour  pouncJer, 

mvrit"  7^Trr°^'",l^''S-''^''"''''''""'^''    ""'^  j"'"*^'^  '^'  artillery  commanded  by  Captain 


'  CfJ^-^sary  mea 
' ctl inand  to  d 
j{n  J)f  about  tl 


On  the  same  day  I  received  orders  from  the 
same  officer,  to  detach  two  troops  of  cavalry  at- 
tached to  my  brigade,  to  rendezvous  ai  Bladens- 
burg  the  next  day,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
to  attend  Colonel  Monroe.  Secretary  of  State' 
and  be  subject  to  his  particular  orders;  which 
was  complied  with,  as  will  appear  by  document 
No.  2. 

On  the  twentieth  of  August  I  was  directed  by 
General  Winder  to  hold  my  brigade  ready  to 
move  at  a  moment's  warning,  with  ammunition 
and  a  supply  of  three  days  provisions,  as  will  ap^ 
pear  by  No  3;  and,  on  the  same  day.  about  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  received  orders  from  the  same 
officer  to  cross  the  Potomac,  without  delay,  at 
Rozier's  ferry,  and  take  a  position  on  the  most 
convenient  spot  adjacent  thereto,  encamp,  and 
there  await  further  orders.     See  No.  4. 

I  accordingly  the  same  evening  took  up  ray 
line  of  march,  with  the  remaining  part  of  my 
brigade,  containing,  in  the  whole,  officers  and 
privates  included,  four  hundred  and  fifty  four 
strong.  I  had  with  me  two  brass  six  pounders, 
one  brass  four  pounder,  and  attempted  to  take 
two  long  twelve  pounders,  belonging  to  the  cor- 
poration of  Alexandria,  but  found  them  too  un- 
wieldy to  move,  with  our  means,  across  the  river, 
and  returned  them.  I  was,  at  first,  accompanied 
by  a  company  of  marine  artillery,  composed  of 
volunteers  from  the  seafaring  persons  in  Alexan- 
dria, but  the  difficulty  of  transporting  the  twelve 
pounders  occasioned  several  of  them  to  return  ; 
the  others  remained  with  a  brass  four  pounder, 


l^M   -^h'^'/''^"  ''^'  'own  of  Alexandria,' he    ord^r"  Vas^'comnli^V  wuhT  se^No.^cTand   here 
is..nf  fished,  by  In  officer  of  my  brigade,  with  .■    i  .        '- 


my  ctfinand  to  do  so  with  effect, 

Qn  M  about  tl;e  25ih  of  July,  1814,  General 
Wird4j|visited  th*  town  of  Alexandria,  and  was 
made  ^<^quainted  with  most  of  the  officers  of  my 
briopd|,;and  at  th;;t  interview  mentioned  his  in- 
tentja*£i.f  having  ^  general  inspection  of  the  brig- 
ade; 9|ie  men  were  accordingly  assembled,  on 
thejl^ij  day  of  Axigusf.  under  an  order  of  Gen- 
erahy^ii  Ness,  wijen  General  Winder  attended 
and*  li^  )ecred  the'i  brigade,  minutely,  in  person. 
Anij  j*  'g  leave  hire  to  remark,  that,  on  General 

wa 

a  t(<p:j[  aphical  s|etch  of  the  PotomacrVro"ra  a 
plac,e-|i  lied  Indiin  Head,  a^out  twenty-three 
mil^s  sit-  ow  Alex^'ndria,  containing  the  course  of 
the  r»|f  r.  the  dep^h  of  the  water,  width  of  the 
cbapn-l  at  particuj^r  places,  and  pointing  out  In- 
diari  «^ad  as  the-  first  proper  point  of  defence 
aga^«|  ihe  approach  of  the  enemy  by  water ;  the 
Whjtrjflouse  as  tlje  second  point  of  defence  ;  and 
suggeqijig  a  planiof  increasing  the  defence  at 
hQt\  ,  ^rburtun.  -This  was  done  with  an  under- 
•linHij^that  Genoral  Winder  would  receive  any 
cora;flni«£|icaiion  ufvon  that  subject,  in  writin<r 
fron^  «^l  of  the  inr»abitants  of  Alexandria.  °' 
0^1  .<|i  .  18ih  daj^of  August  last,  I  received  or- 
ders;ffA  i  General  Yan  Ness  to  order  out  imme- 
diat^iji-  le  whole  ;)f  my  brigade,  to  encamp  at 
•omi   ♦jQvenieQt  j)lace,   and    report    myself  to 


Griffith.  On  the  twenty-first  of  August  I  received 
orders  to  move  with  my  detachment,  at  reveille 
next  morning,  and  pitch  my  tents  at  the  most 
convenient  spot  nigh  Piscataway,  between  that 
place  and  the  Woodyard.  and  there  await  further 
orders,  which  was  complied  with.     See  No.  5. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  Augu>t  I  received 
orders  to  fall  bick  with  my  detachment,  and  take 
the  most  convenient  pontion  on  the  road  from 
Piscataway  to  Washington,  to  defend  the  ap- 
proach  from    below  to   Fort   Warburton.      This 


i1 


-. .._-    __...,...^„     ..  .wj,    .-..<.     .t\j.  \,  J    aim     iicie 

we  received  information  of  the  approach  of  the 
fleet  coming  up  the  Potomac,  and  of  their  having 
passed  the  Kettle  Bottoms.  I  accordingly  took  a 
strong  position  on  a  height  called  Halt'on's  Hill, 
near  the  head  of  Piscataway  creek,  about  three 
miles  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Warburton,  reviewed 
the  ground  of  the  fort,  which  is  favorable  for  a 
small  number  to  defend  against  a  greater,  and 
made  a  disposition  of  the  brigade  in  case  of  an 
attack,  and  communicated  the  information,  and 
marked  the  ground,  and  made  known  to  the 
troops  their  respective  posts  in  the  line,  in  case 
of  an  attack,  in  doing  which  both  officers  and 
privates  exhibited  tome  the  strongest  and  most 
determined  resolution  to  make  a  proper  and  suc- 
cessful resistance.  I  saw  no  wavering  or  want 
of  confidence,  nor  any  symptoms  of  panic. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  August,  I  received  in- 
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formation  from  Colonel  Tayloe,  of  the  cavalry, 
that  he  had  in  charge  to  inform  .ne,  that  General 
Smith's  brigade  was  retreating  to  Washington, 
and  the  enemy  pursuing  rapidly,  and,  in  case  we 
were  compelled  to  retreat,  the  Mayor  of  Alexan- 
dria would  send  every  bostt  that  could  be  had  to 
Fort  Washington,  or  Rozier's  ferry,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transporting  the  troops  across  the  Poto- 
mac.    See  No.  7. 

On  receipt  of  this  letter  I  addressed  one  to  Gen- 
eral Winder,  bv  my  Brigade  Major,  informing 
him  of  Its  contents,  and  observed,  that  as  Colonel 
Tayloe  did  not  say  from  whom  he  had  the  charge, 
I  requested  that  he  would  please  give  Major  Trip- 
lell  his  orders  on  the  subject.  See  No.  8.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24th  August  I  received  a  message 
from  General  Winder,  by  Assistant  Adjutant 
General  Hite.  directing  me  to  take  up  my  line 
of  march,  and  move  on  the  road  from  Piscat- 
away to  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  and  take  a 
position  at  the  Cross  Roads,  and  send  out  videltes 
towards  Marlborough  and  the  city,  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  then  on  their  march, 

about  miles  on   our  flank.      Our   position 

was  on  Oxen  Hill,  where  Major  Hite  again  vis- 
ited u-i,  on  his  return  from   Fort  Warburton. 

On  our  march,  and  when  the  brigade  had  ad- 
vanced about  three  miles,  Major  Tripleit  returned 
with  orders  from  General  Winder,  directing  the 


bri''ade  to  cross  the  Virginia  shore,  in  the  boats 
wh'ich  were  directed  to  he  left  at  the  fort,  for  the 
purpose  of  crossing  troops,  and  if  the  boats  were 
not   there    to  retire  on   to   Washington  ;  but,  in 
ease  we  could  cross  up  the  river,  to  fall  into  the 
road  through    which  the  Virginia  troops  would 
pass,  and   co-operate  with  them,  unless  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  uj)  the  river  should  make  it 
necessary  to  retire  on  Alexandria;  and  if  there 
should  be  no  Virginia  troops  retiring,  to  fall  back 
immediately  to  Alexandria,  and  act  in  the   best 
manner  for  the  defence  of  that  place,  or,  retreat- 
ing to  Washington,  if  necessary  ;  and  leaving  a 
lai°iudf,  in  case  of  events,  to  pursue  such  mea- 
sures as  would  best  secure  us  from  disaster.    See 
No.  9.     Sjou   afier  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  we 
were  advised  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  up 
the  river,  above  Port   Tobacco,  and  I  was  aUo 
advised  that  the  enemy  were,  that  morning,  ad- 
vanced of -Marlborough  about  five  miles;  and, 
without  perceiving  any  want  of  sttadiness  in  my 
men.  I  determined,  in  obedience  to  orders,  to  cross 
the  Potomac  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,  at    Ro- 
zier's ferry,  and  sent  for  the  boats  left  at  the  fort, 
and    also  for  the   boats  from   Alexandria,  which 
were  immediately  sent  in  great  abundance  ;  and, 
after  some  part  ol  the  brigade  had  embarked  and 
left  the  shore,  1   received  orders  from   General 
Armstrong,  dated  the  24ih  of  August,  but  whe- 
ther written  before  or  subsequent  to  that  of  Gen- 
eral Winder  I  was  unable  to  ascertain,  informing 
me  that  the   most  the  enemy  did  the  day  before, 
was  to  move  about  two  miles  in  advance  of  Marl- 
borough, and  that  the  ships   in  the  Potomac  had 
no  troops  ;  and  directing  rae  to  hold  my  present 
post  until  assured  that  the  enemy  was  in  force 
and  about  to  attack  me.  or  until  I  should  receive 


further  orders,  and  keep  my  videttes  well  posted 
on  every  road.     See  No.  10. 

I  accordingly  recalled  the  troops  embarked,  and 
resumed  my  position  back  of  Oxen  Hill,  on  the 
road  leading  to   the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  and 
near  its  junction  with  the  road  leading  to  Marl- 
borough, and  sent  out  ray  videttes  on  each  road. 
We  were  at  this  moment  apprized  of  the  enemy's 
being  on   his  march  to  Bladensburg,  and  soon 
after,  by  the  commencement  of  the  action,  which 
was  distinctly  heard  ;  the  videltes  soon  returned, 
and  gave  me  information  of  the  Eastern  Branck 
bridge  being  blown  up,  and  others,  of  the  retreat 
of  our   troops  through  Washingtorr.     I  had,  in 
this  interval,  despatched  the  trooper  who  brought 
me  General  Armstrong's  letter,  with  an  answer, 
informing   him   that  1  had,  in  obedience   to   his 
letter,  returned   to    my  position  on  the  heights 
back  of  Oxen  Hill,  and  should  there  wait  further 
orders. 

The  trooper,  with  great  despatch,  returned,  and 
informed  me  that  he  could  not  see  General  Arm- 
strong, but  had  inquired   of  the   President  and 
(Jeneral  Winder,  both  of  whom  he  met  with  the 
army,  retreating  through  Washington  City,  and 
they  being  unable  to  give  any  information  of  him, 
General   Winder   despatched    the  same    trooper 
back,  with  verbal  orders  for  my  brigade  to  cross 
the  Potomac,  and  form  a  junction  with  his  army 
in  Montgomery  county,  Maryland.    I  accordingly 
crossed   the  troops  over  to  Alexandria,  on   the 
night  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  August,  and  took  a 
position  a  small  distance  in  the  rear  of  Alexan- 
dria, and   during  the   night  and   next  morning 
crossed   mv  artillery  and  baggage.     I  had  sent  a 
videite  into  the  City  of  Washington,  and  learnt 
that   the  enemy  were  in    possession,   and   were 
firing  the  public  buildings.     I  took  up  my  line  of 
march  for  Conns'  ferry,  a  small  distance  above 
the  Great  Falls  of  the  Potomac,  and  immediately 
opposite  Montgomery  Courthouse,  where  1  was 
informed    General    Winder's   army    then    were. 
The  troops  were,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  delayed  on 
their  march,  near  Carper's   mills,  opposite  the 
Great  Falls  of  the  Potomac,  by  an  alarm  of  a  do- 
mestic nature,  which  I  was  credulous  enough  to 
give  credence  to.  from  the  respectability  ol  the 
country  people  who  came  to  rae  for  protection, 
and   I  accordingly  halted  ray  brigade,  and  sent 
out  my  light  troops,  and   one  troop  of  cavalry, 
which  had  joined  me  from  Fauquier,  to  ascertain 
the   fact,  which   finally   proved  erroneous.     See 
letter  No.  12,  from  the  Mayor  of  Alexandria. 

On  my  passing  the  road  which  led  to  the  Little 
Falls  bridge,  I  was  apprized  by  a  vidette  that  the 
enemy's  pickets  were  siill  in  view  Irom  George- 
town, and  by  several  persons  from  the  city,  tlial 
I  was  in  danger  of  being  cut  off,  should  the  enemy 
make  a  sally  out  across  the  Little  Falls  bridge, 
which  determined  me  to  pursue  my  original  m- 
teniion,  and  not  pass  the  bridge. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-seventh  ol  Au- 
gust  I  crossed  my  troops  over  the  Potomac,  at 
Conns'  ferry,  and  the  river  being  rocky,  and  but 
one  boat,  and  owing  to  high  winds,  1  was  unable 
I  to  pass  the  artillery  and  baggage  across  until  late 
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ID  t»i#n4'ening  of  Jthe  twenty-eighth  of  August, 
whyD^JJimmediatiJy  despatched  a  vidette  to  Gen- 
"     '  *      der,  iDfoi'ming  him  of  my  movements, 
t  I  shouU  continue  my  march  to  reach 
unless  otherwise  ordered.     See  No.  12. 
e  o'cloVk  of  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
,^    eceivediin  order  from  Colonel  Monroe, 
Secyer?i,iy  of  Stati^,  informing  me  that  the  Brit- 
ish jsqbjtdron   had*  passed   the  fort,  and  was  ap- 
prorfc^l?    the  ci^y ;    that    the    fort   surrendered 
withcAioppositioii  ;  and  that  the  Pre.sident  of  the 
UniN^Jtales  desiVed  that  I  should  move  with  all 
poss.^b)^  jJespatch  C..)r  Georgetown,  to  be  in  a  situ- 
ation Tifiid  eitherlAleiandria  or  the  city,  as  cir- 
curast^^es  might-J-equire.     See  No.  13.     I  soon 
after  :^k   up  mjy  line  of  march,  and  reached 
Geofg,...jjwn,  di.Ma^ii  about  twenty  miles,  at  half 
past  l<i|»ve  o'clo<i1i.  and    then   marched   to  the 
city,  ar,)'  encampef  near  the  President's  house,  in 
full  vi^;j  of  the  eciemy'.s  fleet  lying  at  the  town 
of  Alei^iidria.        '^ 

On  Vff^  thirty-fir-jt  of  August  I  was  ordered  to 
lnar^4^|1iross  the  P.Womac,  and  join  General  Hun- 
fyrfc/r ...•'. 
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gerfyr(t£^<from  whence  the  brigade  was  marched 
'hite  Ho.*se.     See  No.  14.     It  may  be 
T  me  here  to  remark,  that,  on  my  route 
¥  ^^^f'^Yi  J  i^ye  directions  for  moving  two 
unders,  b^-longing  to  the  corporation  of 
'",  out  of  ihe  euemy's  reach,  and  on  my 
he  Whit'e  House  I  carried  them  with 
J  caused  tfj  be  removed  from   the  gun- 
yVlexandriji,  and  while  it  was  in  posses- 
,     ^ie  enemy, Mhe  crews,  sponges,  rammers, 
•nd  *p,i5^atus.  bel4^ging  to  the  guns,  as  also  the 
Dowileirjiom  the  pv'wder- house,  and.  as  facts  are 
better  itjn  opinion*.,  permit  me  to  bring  m  view 
the  ari^fry  so  hajidsomely  mentioned  by  Cap- 
Uin  PiSjl-r.     Two  Of  the  infantry  killed,  and  two 
wouftd*^.  that  had  j)een  detailed  under  the  com- 
"oand  q[|  Captain  ;fianney.  show  the  materials  of 
the  bri{*Ale  from   #?hich   they  were  drawn  ;  the 
rifle  rotJJ  were  als^  on  the  flank  ol  battery,  and 
did  lb*,,  duty,  anf  more  to  their  honor,  from 
knowirjjihat   theif  arms  had    previously   been 
condfn>|Jd.     Whil'.t  the  troops  lay  at  the'VVhite 
House.f  r^ne  opportcnity  was  aff'orded  me  durino- , 
the  b.)»Hirdment  .;f  that  fort,  as  well  as  on  the  ! 
day  th^^Jemy'.  fler-t  parsed  it,  from  the  quantity 
of  latg^nd  grap.'t  shot  and  rockets  which  fell 
among^m.  of  Aymmg  a  correct  judgment  of 
their  lirg^tjiiess.  as  w^il  as  from  the  circumstance 
ot  the  .li^-ence  of  i«  particular  spot  having  been 
previn^p  assigned  jo  me  and  my  comma'nd,  to 
which.  <»>  the  first  police  of  the  action,  the  re- 
maincierln  the  brigade  repaired,  with  a  cheerful 
serenity »<  mind  frf*e  from  the  agitation  or  ap- 
pearan(r(j|;f  panic.  \*hich  warranted  the  highest 
expecui^Ais  from   Hiem:   and,  considering'that 
ie  was   caiiied    into   service  en  masse, 
i^rsons  from  all  situations  in  life,  on  so 
^tice,  I  ai]|  happy  to  say  that  they  en- 
^ue  and  privation  without  a  murmur; 


American  freeman,  the  most  desirable;  that  such 
an  opportunity,  from  circumstances  beyond  their 
control,  should  have  passed,  without  all  the  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  the  brigade  being  brought  to 
a  more  earnest  test  of  their  professions  and  dis- 
positions, both  for  the  honor  of  their  town,  them- 
selves, and  beloved  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  «fec.. 

ROBERT  YOUNG. 
Bris:.  Gen.  2d  brigade  M.  D.  C. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  Chairman,  ^c. 
Note.— Fort  Warburton  and  Fort  Washing- 
ton IS  the  same  place,  it  being  differently  called 
in  the  different  despatches  received. 


the  bfi- 
drawing 
short  u : 
dured  f^i 
and  I  n% 
myself, 


Brigadier  General  Hxtgh  Douglas's  Slaiement. 
Ellicott'8  Mills.  Nov.  20, 1814. 
Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  fifteenth,  I  hasten  to  inform 
you.  that  I  received  the  order  calling  me  lo  Alex- 
andria, and  thence  to  the  City  of  Washington, 
on  the  Monday  immediately  preceding  the  de- 
struction of  the  public  buildings.  This  was  on 
the  twenty-second  of  August.  It  directed  me  to 
march  my  brigade  immediately  to  Washington. 
In  pursuance  of  these  orders,  my  brigade,  or  rather 
the  greater  part  of  it,  marched  on  the  next  day. 
the  twenty-third  ;  the  residue  overtook  them  on 
their  march. 

In  relation  to  the  arms,  I  will  add,  that  the 
Loudoun  regiments  under  my  command  brought 
on  some  arms  from  Virginia,  which  were  partly 
deposited  at  Ellicoti's  Nlills,  and  partly  delivered 
up,  to  be  brought  to  this  place  from  Baltimore, 
the  troops  having  met  with  Harper's  Ferry  arras,' 
with  which  those  were  supplied  whose  muikeis 
were  out  of  order. 

The  Fairfax  regiment,  under  Colonel  Minor's 
command,  was  armed  at  Washington,  when  he 
was  detached  from  me.  From  him  you  may 
learn  when  he  arrived  in  Washington;  at  what 
hour  after  his  arrival  he  applied  for  arms;  how 
long  he  was  delayed,  and  what  were  the  causes 
of  delay. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  further  informa- 
tion that  I  deem  material ;  but,  as  the  committee 
have  demanded  of  me  all  the  information  I  pos- 
sess, I  feel  it  my  duly  to  refer  them  to  Colonel 
Minor,  whose  information,  in  relation  to  the  arm- 
ing the  regiment  under  his  command,  and  the 
delays  attending  it,  may  be  perhaps  important. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dear  sir,  dec. 

HUGH  DOUGLAS. 
Bng.  Gen.  6lh  brigade,  V.  M. 


jc  sincerely  lament,  both  for  them  and 


i||t  so  fair  inn  opportunity  should  have 
passed  b,,ran  opportjinity  above  all  others  which 
could  tjic  preseuife^  itself  to   the  mind  of  an 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Joseph  SterreVs  Statement. 
Baltimore,  Xovember  22,  I8I4. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  llth  instant,'and  will, 
with  pleasure  give  such  information  as  I  possess 
relative  to  the  unfortunate  atfair  of  Bladensburg. 

On  the  19th  of  August  last,  the  3d  brigade  oi 
Maryland  militia  was  called  into  the  service  of 
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the  United  States.     On  the  20th,  the  5th  regi 
ment,  the  rifle  battalion,  under  Major  Pinkney,  j 
and  two  companies  of  artillery,  under  Captains  i 
Myer  and   Magruder.    making,    together,  about 
eight   hundred    men,  were    ordered    by   General 
Strieker  to   proceed  to  Bladensburg.  under  my  ' 
command,  where  I  was  to  report  myself  to  Gene-  \ 
ral  Winder.     On  the  21st,  the  whole  took  up  the  ^ 
line  of  march.     At  Elk  Ridge  Landing.  I  re-, 
ceived  a  communication  from  General  Winder, 
directing  me  to  proceed  to  Snowden's  by  conve- 
nient marches,  and  there  await  his  further  orders. 
As  the  detachment  set  out  without  being  com-  I 
pleteiy  equipped.  I  halted  at  the  landing,  to  give 
an  opportunity  for  the  further  supplies  to  come  : 
on.  However.on  Monday, the  22d, about  2  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Winder, 
by  express,  to  advance  by  forced  marches  to  Bla- 
densburg.    The   whole   of  my   detachment   in- 
stantly struck  their  tents;  and.  with  ilie  greatest  ' 
alacrity,  took  up  the  line  of  marcii.     We  arrived 
at  the  Buck,  or  Snowden's,  at  a  late  hour,  and  | 
encamped  for  the  night.     Early  the  next  morn- 
ing we  were  in  motion,  and  thai  evening  arrived 
at  Bladensburg,  where,  by  order  of  Gen.  Winder,  I 
was  placed  under  the  command  of  General  Stans-  ■ 
bury.     The    whole    encampment    was    alarmed 
about  nine  o'clock  that  nighr,  soon  after  my  de-  ' 
lachment  had  pitched  their  tents,  and  before  the 
men  could  refresh  ttiemselves.     They,  however,  \ 
formed  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity,  and  re-  j 
mained  under  arms  until  about  one  o'clock.     We 
were  scarcely  dismissed   before  we  were  again  1 
called   to  arms,  and  about  two  o'clock  were  or-  | 
dered  to  strike  our  tents  ;  and,  finally,  before  day-  ^ 
light,   we  marched,  and    crossed    the    bridge    at 
Bladensburg,  and  took  the  road  to  Washington.  | 
We  were  occasionally  halted  and  advanced,  until  ' 
about  11  o'clock,  when  we  were  countermarched,  j 
and  formed   in   the  orchard  on  the  west  side  of  , 
Bladensburg  bridge,  to  await  the  enemy,  who.  we  ! 
were  informed,  was  advancing  in  full  force.     I 
knew  nothing  of  any  second  line  or  reserve  being 
formed  to  support  us.  and  no  man  of  any  judg- 
ment, acquainted  with  the  fatigued,  undisciplined,  i 
and  inexfKrienced  troops,  under  the  command  of  ; 
General  Stansbury,  could,  for  a  moment,  suppose  ] 
them  capable  of  making  a  successful  resistance 
to  a  superior,   brave,  and   veteran   enemy,   con- 
ducttd  by  oflicers  of  great  experience  and  high  j 
reputation.     In  this  situation  1  concurred  in  opin-  i 
ion  with   Colonel   Ragan  and    Major    Pmkney,  | 
that  we  ought  to  fall  back,  and,  by  uniting  with  i 
the  other  troops  under  General   Winder,  which  { 
were  supposed   to  be  between  us  and  Washing- 
ton, enable  the  General  to  make  a  better  disposi- 
tion of  his  whole  force;  and  so  advised  General 
Sunsbury,  who,  in  reply,  observed  that  the  order 
was   positive;    that   he    must   make    his    stand 
where  he  was  ;  to  which,  of  course,  we  submitted. 
The  two  companies  of  artillery  and  the  rifle- 
men, under  Major  Pinkney,  were  detached  from 
me,  and  stationed  near  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg. 
The  fifth   was   formed  under    the    directions   of 
Colonel  Monroe,  the  present  Secretary  of  War, 
on  the  left,  and  in  lioe  with  General  Stansbury's 


brigade,  from   which   period    my  attention   was 
principally  confined  to  this  regiment.     The  men 
beheld  the  gradually  approaching  dangers  of  bat- 
tle with  a  firm  and  undaunted  couqtenance.   The 
action  commenced  about  one,  by  an  attack  on 
the  redoubt,  where  the  riflemen  and  artillery  were 
placed.     These  soon  retired, and  the  fifth  covered 
their  retreat,  and   kept  up  a  lively  fire,  and  sup- 
ported their  place  in  line  with  firmness,  until  the 
enemy  had  gained  both  flanks,  and  the  order  to 
retreat  was  given   by  General  Winder  himself. 
I  was  directed  to  take  a  road  to  the  right,  as  we 
retired,  leading  to  the  City  of  Washington  ;  bat 
we  were  so  annoyed  by  the  enemy's  flankers,  fol- 
lowed by  his  whole  force,  and  finding  no  reserve 
to  support  us,  or  upon  which  to  form,  it  became 
impossible  for   me,  though  ably  assisted  by  my 
field  and   other   officers,  to  preserve  order.     On 
my  arrival  at  Washington,  I  was  informed  that 
General  Winder  had  passed  through  Georgetown, 
and  taken  the  Fredericktown  road.    We  followed, 
and  came  up  with  him  about  three  miles  from 
Georgetown,   and    reported    ourselves.     By   this 
time  it  was  nearly  dark.     General  Winder  here 
informed  me  that  he  should  retire  upon  Mont- 
gomery Court-hou.'^e.     I  obtained  his  permission 
to  seek  for  refreshment  and  quarters,  and  discre- 
tionary orders  to  endeavor  to  turn  the  course  of 
the  retreat   towards  him.     This  night  I  had  the 
mortification  of  witnessing  the  conflagration  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  beiug  only  distant  about 
four  mile?.     Early  the  next  morning,  witn  my 
field  officers,  I  cros^sed  the  country  to  the  Balti 
more  road,  with  a  view  of  turning  the  troops  we 
might  meet  or   overtake  towards  Montgomery. 
We  soon  fell  in  with  numbers  of  General  Stans- 
bury's   brigade,  and   those  who   marched   from 
Baltimore  under  ray  command.     But  our  exer- 
tions were  again  ineffectual,  from  the  knowledge 
all  possessed    of  the  destruction   of  the    public 
buildings  111  the  city,  and  that  our  baggage  wag- 
ons  had   passed   into   Virginia.     In   fine,   I   con- 
cluded that  it  would  be  impossible  to  collect  any 
force  short  of  this  place,  and  so  came  on.     Gene- 
ral Winder  soon  after  arrived  here,  and  seemed 
satisfied  with  what  I  had  done. 

I  ought  to  notice,  that  the  first  line,  formed  on 
the  battle  ground,  was  changed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Monroe.  On  this  occasion  be 
observed  to  me,  "Although  you  see  that  I  am  ac- 
tive, you  will  please  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  is 
not  my  plan."  or  words  to  this  effect. 

The  fall  of  the  capital  must  be  ascribed  chiefly 
to  the  insufficiency  lu  point  of  numbers,  and  total 
inadequacy  in  point  of  discipline  of  the  troops 
assembled  for  its  defence.  No  General,  however 
great  his  talents  or  exertions,  with  such  means, 
against  such  a  foe,  could  have  saved  it.  The  im- 
posing front  of  the  enemy  was  never  discon- 
certed by  the  fire  of  the  artillery  or  riflemen; 
and  the  brigade  of  General  Stansbury  was  seen 
to  fly  as  soon  as  the  aciiou  became  serious.  No 
second  line  or  reserve  appeared  to  advance  or 
support  us,  and  we  were  outflanked  and  defeated 
in  as  short  a  time  as  such  an  operation  could  well 
be  performed. 
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<|^ayc  the  jionor  to  be,  sir,  yoar  most  obedient 

:       JOSEPH  STERRET, 
Jjieut.  Col.  5th  Regiment  Md.  M. 


\ 


1 

^♦toD.  R.  Ml  Johnson, 
I  j     in  Con'^ess,  Washington. 

N        I      — 

^  f  i  Coloiit]  George  Minor's  Statement. 
*  || answer  t^  the  several  interrogatories  made 
J)y<(*olonel  RjM.  Johnson,  chairnaan  of  the  com- 
frijt^e  of  inqi|iry  into  the  causes  of  the  destruc- 
tit|iIof  the  pujjlic  buildings  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
JJD;  t^n.  as  hereunto  annexed,  I  state  as  follows,  viz: 
>  )f  Friday.f  the  19ih  of  August  last,  was  in- 
foi  f^ed  (not  officially)  of  the  collecting  of  the 
Ct>  tiiy's  forcw  in  our  waters,  namely,  the  Poto- 
m.::  and  Pat^xent.  Immediately  issued  orders 
fov  the  regimtiit  under  my  command  to  assemble 
at  i/t'ren's  ta\*ern  on  the  Tuesday  following,  it 
be,  1^  the  neaii^st  point  of  the  county  of  Fairfax 
io  ihe  city  ;  sod,  on  Sunday  the  21st.  received 
ori  ejrs,  through*  Brigadier  General  Douglas,  to  re- 
t)a  r'with  a  detachment  of  ninety  men,  that  had 
iw*  if  previously  placed  in  detail,  to  march  at  a 
n)i|uent's  warjiing  to  the  aid  of  General  Hun- 
»*'i>rd,  whos^n  headquarters  were  either  in    ihe 


Aer'  -and  OrdeiJthem  to  the  aid  of  Gen.  Winder, 
CiV.of  Washington.     And  on  Monday  evening! 
5hfJ32d,  receivfd  a  verbal  message  from  the  Presi- 
(»ei|[f  by  Mr.  ^ohn  Graham,   to    hasten    on    the 
iro^ijs  which  jiad   been   ordered   from    my  retrj- 
ue|i<.  which  vjill  more  fully  appear  by  said  Gra- 
6a>;i  letter  to;  General  Winder,  to  which  I  beg 
5e4  <f  to  refer  ;he  committee;  and.  after  inform" 
saji  .Mr.  Grah»,n  the  purport  of  the  orders  I  had 
)"e^,  :u/ed,  we  lioth  concluded  it  would   be  proper 
for   ir.im   to  return  to  Washington,  and  have  the 
pr*  r*s,  first  al»aided  to.  countermanded,  so  as  to 
ja,*rfy  me  in  ,^iarching  with  my  whole  force  to 
fh4<^ity  ;  whi'ii  consisted,  as  well  as  I  can  recol- 
^cf  .tof  SIX  hup;;dred  infantry  and  about  one  huii- 
«r.J^  cavalry  ;ind  the  said  Graham  returned  to 
Wi  ..xi'i  tavernK)n  Tuesday  evening,  the  23d,  with 
0»i,jvral    Win(^'t's  orders,  written   on  the  f^ame 
^i    r  to  whicl,  1   have  referred  the  committee. 
C)ri:ihe  receipt  of  which  I  took  up  my  line  of 
1^4  ch  immedjTately,  and  arrived  at  the  Capitol 
Ke,,  ^een  sunsej  and  dark,  and  immediately  made 
«i;|way  to  the^resident  and  reported  my  arrival, 
wht-D  he  referred  me  to  General  Armstrong,  to 
>{i  jm  I  repa«ed,  and  informed  him  as  to  the 
!|tr.  Rgth  of  ih^  troops,  as  well  as  to  the  want  of 
itr!;.'  -^  ammuni^^on,  doc,  which  made  it  as  late  as 
tia/  y  candle  li*ht,  when  I  was  informed  by  that 
^ei  ileman  thearms,  <tc.,  could  not  be  had  that 
nigtt.  and   dirfcted   me   to  report    myself  next 
r*»r  oing  to  Cornel  Carbery,  who  would  furnish 
lijfe  rvitn  arras,  5tc. ;  which  gentleman,  from  early 
lie V    inorning,  j(  diligently  sought  for,  until  a  late 
bo^'of  the  forenoon,  without  being  able  to  find 
tfinr^jind  then  r/ent  in  search  of  General  Winder 


ft) 


he  gave  an  order  to  the  armorer  for  the  munitions 
wanting,  with  orders  to  return  to  the  Capitol 
there  to  await  further  orders.  ' 

On  my  arrival  at   the  armory,  found    that  de- 
partment in  the  care  of  a  very  young  man,  who 
dealt  out  the  storescautiously,  which  went  great- 
ly to  consume  time;  as,  for  instance,  when  flints 
were  once  counted   by  my  officers,  who  showed 
every  disposition   to  expedite  the  furnishing  the 
men,  the  young  man   had   to  count    them    over 
again,    before    they    could    be   obtained,  and   at 
which   place  I   met  with  Colonel  Carbery,  who 
introduced    himself  to  ine,   and   apologized    for 
not   being  found  when   I  was  in   search  of  him, 
staling  he  had  left  town  the  evening  bt-fore,  and 
had  gone  to  his  seat  in   the  country.     After  get- 
ting the  men  equipped,  I  ordered  them  on  to  the 
Capitol,  and  waited  myst-lf  to  sign  the   receipts 
for  the  munitions  furnished ;  and,  on  ray  arrival, 
wasinlorraed  by  Major  Hunter,  who  commanded 
in  my  absence,  orders  bad   been  given  to  march 
toBladeusburg,  when  we  took  up  our  march  for 
that  place,  and   rnet   the  retreating  army  on   this 
side  the  turnpike  gate,  and  wasordered  by  one  of 
General  Winder's  aids  to  form  the  line  of  battle 
on  a  height   near  that   place,  and  was  soon  after 
ordered  by  the  General  in  person  to  throw  back 
my  regiment  from  that  position,  into  t-ections, 
and  to  wait  until  the  retreatingarmy  had  passed, 
and  cover  their  retreat;  and   immediately  after 
sent  his  aid  to  direct  me  to  countermarch  imme- 
diately, and  come  on  to  the  Capitol. 

Alter  returning  there,  hailed  the  troops,  to  wait 
further  orders,  until  General  Winder  directed  me 
to  march  tliem  on,  without  telling  me  where  ;  of 
course  I  marched  with  the  other  troops  until  I 
came  to  the  Six  Buildings,  where  1  took  the  left 
hand  road,  leading  to  the  foundry,  and  there  oc- 
cupied the  nearest  height  to  that  place,  and  sent 
the  adjutant  to  find  where  the  General  had  made 
his  rallying  point,  and  was  informed  at  Tenley- 
town.  where  1  marched  that  evening,  and  found 
the  troops  moving  oil"  to  encamp  at  some  conve- 
nient place  on  the  river  road,  where  I  followed 
on  until  I  saw  two  barns,  where  I  made  to,  and 
rested  for  the  night.  Next  morning  sought  for 
General  Winder;  met  him  on  the  road  leading 
from  Tenleytown,  to  where  my  troops  lay,  when 
he  ordered  me  to  Montgomery  Court-house,  and 
from  thence  to  Baltimore.  Given  under  my  hand, 
City  of  Washington,  30th  of  October,  1814. 

GEORGE  MINOR, 
Colonel  aOlh  Jiegt.  V.  Militia. 


Lieutenant  Colcmel  John  Tayloe's  Statement. 
Franklin  HoudE,  Washington, 

^'ovember  4,  1814. 
SiB  :  In  obedience  to  your  request,  as  chairman 
of  tlie  committee  of  investigation,  &c.,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  to  you  the  following  statement : 
on  ray  return  from  the  iNorthern  Neck  army, 
commanded  by  Major  General  Parker,  of  the 
Virginia  miliiia,  which  I  left  on  the  20ih  August, 

X"7  V'""  i'" ' --"-v.""'  ""-.'^u^iai  TTiuutr,    with  despatches   from   that  officer,  in  reply  to  a 

p  1  lound^near  the  Eastern  Branch ;  when  I  communication    I   had   been  charged  with,  con- 
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cerning  the  Virginia  draughts,  I  arrived  at  Wash- 
ington on  Sunday  night  late,  (the  21st.)  and  re- 
ported myself  early  the  next  morning  to  General 
Armstrong,  who  ordered  me  to  meet  him  at  the 
War  Office  at  12  o'clock,  from  whom  1  received 
the  following  order: 

'•  War  Department. 
Aug^ist  22,  1814—12  o'clock. 

"  General  Orders. 

"  General  Douglas  will  a-^semble  his  brigade  at 
Alexandria, and  hold  it  there. subject  to  orders. 

"J.ARMSTRONG." 

I  immediately  proceeded  with  all  speed,  and 
executed  the  above  order  Having  received  Doug- 
las's communication,  1  hastened  to  Washington, 
and  handed  it  to  General  Armstrong  on  Tuesday 
night,  the  23d;  when  he  instantly  sent  me  back  to 
Virginia,  charged  with  the  following  orders,  and 
with  verbal  directions  to  forward  on  the  Virginia 
draughts  with  all  possible  speed  : 

"War  Department,  Aug.  23.  1814. 

"  General  Order  : 

"Lieutenant  Colonel  Minor  will  repair  to  Wash- 
ington, with  the  regiment  under  his  command, 
with  the  utmost  desp.itch.  He  will  report,  on  his 
arrival  at  Washington,  to  Colonel  Carbery,  of 
the  3t)th  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry,  and 
make  a  requisition  for  arms  and  ammunition. 

"J  ARMSTRONG." 


"  War  Department.  Aug.  23,  1814. 
"  General  Order: 

'■  All  militia  now  in  and  marching  to  Alexan- 
dria (besides  that  of  Colonel  Minor)  will  march 
immediately  to  Washington. 

"J.  ARMSTRONG." 

"The-e  orders  will  be  communicated  by  Colo- 
nel Tayloe." 

For  the  purpose  of  executing  these  orders  with- 
out loss  of  lime,  and  after  communicating  by  a 
dragoon  with  Colonel  Minor,  I  proceeded  down 
the  Northern  Neck  to  General  Hungerfurd's  brig- 
ade, then  encamped  at  Camp  Selden.  near  Poto- 
mac creek.  On  the  27ih  Augu>t  I  moved  from 
the  brigade  at  Occoquan,  on  its  march  to  Wash- 
ington, and  came  on  with  a  despatch  from  the 
General  to  Colonel  Monroe,  which  I  delivered  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning  at  Washington. 

General  Armstrong  manifested  much  zeal  and 
earnest  solicitation  for  the  defence  of  Washing- 
ton, and  instructed  me  to  use  my  best  exertions 
in  hastening  the  troops  for  the  attainment  of  that 
desirable  object. 

I  have  thus  made  you  acquainted  with  the 
orders  I  received  from  the  late  Secretary  of  War. 
previous  to  the  capture  of  Washington  by  the 
enemy,  and  stated  to  you  as  concisely  and  accu- 
rately as  I  can  recollect, at  tins  distant  period,  the 
manner  in  which  these  orders  were  executed. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 

Aervani, 

JOHN  TAYLOE, 
Lieut.  Col.  Cav<Ury,  M.  D.  C. 


lAeiiienant  Colonel  J.  IjavalVs  Statement. 
Washinqton  City,  Oct.  31,  1814. 
Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of 
the  26th  instant,  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  gave 
success  to  the  enemy  in  his  late  enterprise  against 
this  city,  desiring  to  know  the  part  taken  by  my 
command;  my  orders,  positions,  and  duties;  the 
number  of  cavalry  under  my  command,  and  the 
diflferent  corps  of  cavalry,  &c.;  in  answer  to  which, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  as  follows: 

It  is  necessary,  first,  I  should  beg  leave  to  com- 
mence my  narrative  from  Carlisle,  the  place 
which  had  been  assigned  me  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  collect,  equip,  mount,  and  instruct,  the 
dragoons,  for  whom  that  place  was  selected  as  a 
depot,  and  at  which  I  received  my  orders  for  this 
city.  This  is  the  more  necessary,  as  it  is  highly 
important  to  me  to  exhibit  the  true  statein  wbicn 
I  set  off,  and  thus  redress  the  erroneous  opinion 
the  public  had  formed  of  my  command,  both  in 
point  of  strength  and  capacity  as  dragoons. 

I  took  command  early  in  March  last  of  the  de- 
pot at  Carlisle,  and  as  fast  as  the  recruits  ar- 
rived they  were  instructed  in  the  sword  exercise, 
marched  through  the  drilling  movements,  and 
received  all  other  instructions  that  could  be  given 
them  without  hor.^es,  having  none  then.  After 
a  few  months  one  troop  was  completed,  mounted, 
equipped,  and  trained,  but  ft  was  ordered  to  Buf- 
falo, under  command  of  Captain  Hopkins,  who 
carried  with  him  all  the  horses,  except  the  lame 
and  sick.  Thus  I  had  to  begin  again,  and  wait 
for  men  arriving  from  the  different  rendezvous, 
and  patiently  wait  also  for  horses,  which  came 
on  slowly,  until  about  the  25th  of  July,  when  I 
received  the  following  orders  from  the  War  De- 
partment, to  which  letter  I  must  call  your  par- 
ticular attention,  it  being  an  essential  document 
to  prove  the  state  I  was  in,  and  the  condition  in 


which  I  left  Carlisle  to  meet  the  enemy,  as  it 
happened  in  ten  days: 

"Adj't  and  Inspector  Gen's  Office, 

Washington,  July  20,  1814. 
"Sir:  As  soon  as  you  have  assembled  the  re- 
cruits for  the  Light  Dragoons,  arrange  them  into 
two  troops,  with  the  requisite  number  of  officers, 
if  within  your  command,  and  as  soon  as  Lieu- 
tenant Darrah  has  furnished  you  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  horses  to  mount  them,  you  will,  with- 
out delay,  move  to  Montgomery  Courthouse,  Ma- 
ryland, taking  the  nearest  and  best  road  to  that 
place,  dtc. 

'•The  equipment,  complete,  cannot  probably 
be  furnished  in  time  at  Carlisle;  you  will,  in  that 
case,  order  them  to  Baltimore. 

'On  your  arrival  at  Montgomery  you  will  re- 
port to  Brigadier  General  Winder  for  orders. 
'•  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

•'JOHN  R.  BELL, 
"  Assistant  Inspector  General 
'Ll.  Col.  Lavall,  Light  Dragoons.'' 

The  above  orders  were  executed  with  the  al- 
most  activity   and   punctuality.     I   despatched, 
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»  ifmediately,  an  express  to  the  officer  mentioned 
^  •:  sipurchasetof  the  horses,  (Lieutenant  Darrah.) 
:  ■!  '%o  was  th^o  at  Pittsburg,  upwards  of  two  hun- 

)  r^d  miles  fifum  Carlisle.     I  enclosed  the  tenor  of 


.orders,  ifc  return  orwhlch^as  soon  as  pra  t  '     -^"  to '?;«<;  rt'^Sar^ ,"  \^''''  V"'"''' 
il^le,  he  seft  what  horses  he  had,  bein/about    T/! '"  IT/^.L^  ?!"  "L  ^'""^^"^y  ^  I^'«PP^»i 


troop,  which,  as  near  as  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain, is  herewith  subjoined. 

i  proceeded  to  Bladensburg;  I  had  never  been 
there  before;  the  enemy  was  in  sight:  my  orders 


-  being  about 

?nty.  and  tame  himself  some  time  after,  with 
^  )ut  the  sar<ie  number:  and  then,  with  all  rea- 
^  ^  I'^able  desp-Jtch.  purchased  what  was  wanted  to 
J  H  i.unt  what^number  of  men.  fit  for  duty.  I  then 
:  U  ul.  being  aftout  one  hundred  and  forty,  arran'^ed 


my  troops  in  the  road  near  the  nver ;  I  looked 
or  the  General ;  I  could  not  come  up  with  him  • 
he  was  visiting  his  troop.s.  Our  horses  being  much 
in  want  of  water,  we  marched  to  the  river  The 
enemy  was  then  advancing  rapidly  towards  if 
I  retired  without  having  met  the  General,  whom 


Jl    directed,  if-to  two  troops  the  one  comn  anded  '     hVl  hp.  ^"°"  ""''  '''^  General,  whorr 

,  \i   :Captain   ^urd  and   tw'o'  Iteutenants  a  d  tl  e  1     was  met'brColon^.?  V  ''""'?  i'^^^^i^'  '""' 
!  CI  a.r  by  Capjain  L.ttlejohn  and  two  lie'u.enantl'    ofR,Z\  ^  ^±?1!^^?"T°^'  (^^^^  Secretary 
•  I  if  purchase  of  horses  was  completed  on  Satur- 
jt'lX.  the  13ih  of  August,  and  I  marched  off  with 
^Ifejsquadroa.the  Monday  following,  15ih.     I  ar 


llfcisquj  ^^^ 

■^lil*'   Montgomery  on    fhursifayrthe   ISih. 
C||4  Friday.  t|ie  19ih,  I  came  to  Washington  for 
;o4]ps.  and  r-turned   to  Montgomery  same  day 
;^Jijl  on  SaiUi-day.  the  20th.  about  ten  o'clock  in 
.if^>jmorning,^I  marched  my  troops  through  the 
^ll  u  '^^"^'?^'  according  to  orders,  the  Eastern 
K      V '^"^°'>  ^"'^  ficamped  nearly  opposite  the 
iJVSjy  lard.    There  we  remained  uniil  Sunday 
pl*?Vnoon.  21s(;  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  Wood- 
jr;|J,  between^which  place  and  Nottingham,  and 
iilborough.  jnd  the  Old  Fields,  we  were  kept 
'^•jnstant  di^y  in  reconnoitering,  in  patrollincr, 
fcortiDg,  frtrnishing  videites,  to  and  fro,  unt!!  I 
'^  lay,  the  S^d,  when  we  recrossed  the  Eastern 
uch   bridgi*   about  eleven    o'clock   at   night, 
men  and  ^horses  hungry,  and  baras.sed  with 
•lie.     We  feraained    in    that   situation   until 
J;*f   ten  o'cl<)ck  in  the  morning,  Wednesday. 
fl         ^^^^^^  hay  had  just  been  discovered 
'^P  purchased,  when  I  received  the 
t;  to  wit  : 

'HkJiDQCARTEH3,  Wa8HINGT0M, 

*  Aiiffust  2i. 

^leutenanttolonel  Lavall  will  proceed  im- 
me-  Mtely  with-,  his  detachment  to  Bladen=,buro- 
^n,  ieport  to  Bjrigadier  General  Slansbury         *' 
;  |i     '-WM.  H.  WINDER,  Bri^.  Gen.  ^c''    \ 


34»i  A  sucif 
JtD.|  lirected  tol 
foi*JviDg  order; 


of  State.)     I   informed   him   1  was   in  want  of 
orders;  and  being  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
place,  I  was  indebted  to  him  for  the  place  he  point- 
ed out,  which  I  occupied  immediately  with  the 
squadron.     At  the  moment  of  my  entering  the 
rav,ne,General  Slansbury  pas.ed  byand  approved 
ol  It      I  was  then  satisfied  that  the  General  knew 
ray  position.      The  action  began  immediately; 
and  the  front  of  the  ravine  being  too  high  fur  me 
to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  ad- 
vanced in  Iront  with  one  of  my  officers  (Lieuten- 
ant Brakin)  to  judge  better  of  the  opportunity 
which  might  ofler.    Our  being  elevated  and  in  a 
con.s,,icuous  situation,  the  balls  and  rockets  soon 
showered  around  us.     I  had  no  other  chance  to 
lorm  any  idea,  having  never  been  at  the  place 
belore.     We  were  too  late  to  form  any  judicious 
arrangements,  not  knowing  how  the  troops  and 
batteries  were  disposed  in  Bladensburg;  and  we 
arrived   too  much   before  our  own  troops  from 
Washington  ro  know  the  disposal  of  them  io  the 
rear. 

The  engagement  was  but  short.  I  will  not  en- 
ter into  the  details  of  it,  as  you  have  no  doubt 
sir.  been  furnished  by  a  better  authority  ;  nor  iJ 
It  vour  desire.  I  will  only  slate  what  leads  to  any 
reference  to  my  share.  All  of  a  sudden  our  army 
seemed  routed  ;  a  confused  retreat  appeared  to  be 
about  in  every  corner  of  the  battle  ground,  and  the 
place  we  u-ere  occupying  seemed  to  have  been 
the  one  by  which  a  was  to  be  effected.  They 
poured  m  torrents  by    •        »'  ' 


lj>i^ump<.t  so.,„ded.  ihe  „,en  ran  to  lh«,  bor«s,  l  aDd  all,  and  n,Z™  „"  "owlv  «l^,,d  hl^,'„     '" 


took  me  off  my  horse.  All  this  created  much 
conlusion  lu  the  right  wing  of  the  squadron  ;  they 
However  soon  got  in  order,  and  the  stream  of  the 


A  ttimber  of  the  horses  were  unable 
tt'fiA^|eed;seve  alof  the  men  sick;  and  from  other 
ciisAities  my  command  was  reduced  to  about  nnp 

W        ^  .     1  1  ^  ituutcu   lU  dUUUl  OUe   ;    uw»*c»cr   boon     o^nr    in    i\ri\ar     an  I    tl.„  „ 

re,|.wl„cl,  1,1,  c,rcula,edo(  ;„y7.r„g  on  .htt  ^  I       d  t  ™  '    «  ^a^liZlf  t  '" 

"''"■V,    There  were  several  olher  iroops  of  vol- 1  some  misiak.  or  m,„.„l.  ''" 

uul*  cavalry,  oul,  sir,  I  had  no  command  nor    tno»n  ,1.  ™        !.   '"'P'°P«',  ""'<■'»,  •»  ■!  was  uo- 

or.....!  kno„  „.. ;  ,hey  d,d  no.  jo,„  me,  nor  did    ,an,  po.n.  of  drt^rpire^s'^am   led^upo^n"  TcZ- 


ke  of  which 
battle,  one  of  ray 


through 


cr(3 

^i'-;^f  ^  *'  ^°y  ^'"^^  *"V  orders  to  take  cotnma'nd 
01  ti.li|i,  or  any  <f  them. 

i    i«fe,  in  cohjpliance  with  your  request,  sir 
proct^'id  the  nao»es  and  probable  strength  of  each 


manding  officer  loses  all  responsibility  as  well  as 
credit,  and  risks  his  honor  lor  the  name  of  hav- 
ing a  command. 
Captain  Burd's  troop,  which  then  did  not  con- 
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sist  of  more  than  fifty-five  men,  was  all  the  com- 
mand I  was  then  left  with— hardly  half  of  a  cap- 
tain's command.  Yet,  it  has  been  wondered  at 
why  I  did  not  cut  to  pieces  four  or  five  thousand 
of  the  British  veteran  troops  with  fifty-five  men. 
all  recruits,  and  upon  raw  horses.  The  most  of 
them  had  not  yet  been  purchased  two  weeks.  The 
consequences  are  so  obvious  that  I  did  not  think 
myself  justifiable  to  make  so  certain,  so  inevita- 
ble a  sacrifice,  without  a  hope  of  doing  any  good. 
There  is  a  distinction  between  madness  and 
bravery. 

Regular  troops  never  act  or  retreat  without  or- 
ders;  I  had  no  other  orders  than  those  I  have 
stated  above,  I  therefore  remained  as  long  as  I 
could.  I  consulted  with  Captain  Burd  before  we 
left  the  field,  who  had  no  more  desire  to  leave  it 
than  I  had,  but  it  was  high  time  ;  when  we  saw 
all  going,  I  could  no  longer  doubt  of  the  order 
being  general ;  I  could  not  account  for  its  not 
being  more  generally  communicated.  The  ene- 
my was  then  advancing  rapidly  under  a  shower 
of  fire,  besides  a  column  of  about  seven  or  eight 
hundred  which  had  gained  considerably  on  our 
right  ;  we  then,  and  only  then,  sir.  marched  off 
on  a  walk  between  the  flanking  column  and  our 
disordered  army.  We  continued  in  that  order, 
walking  our  horses  as  >low  as  horses  could  walk, 
when  we  were  again  met  by  Colonel  Monroe, 
who  walked  his  horse  with  us  better  than  a  mile, 
until  he  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy  on  our  right 
required  to  be  kept  in  observation.  He  left  us 
and  advised  to  proceed  in  the  order  we  then  were, 
and  we  did  so. 

The  pleasing  hope  to  meet  all  our  forces  col- 
lected at  Washington,  and  that  there  we  would 
be  better  able  to  receive  the  enemy,  from  various 
motives  and  resources  which  we  could  not  have 
had  at  Bladensburg,  filled  my  mind  with  anxir  ty, 
and  helped  to  comfort  me  in  our  retreat;  for  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  imagination  to  have  in- 
dulged itself  with  a  moment  of  doubt,  whether 
we  should  fight  or  not  at  Washington,  and  defend 
the  Capitol  to  the  last  man.  I  have  not  met  a 
man  who  was  not  of  the  same  opinion  with  me 
on  that  score  ;  by  what  fatality  we  were  made  to 
pass  through  the  city  and  leave  it  unprotected  I 
know  not,  nor  is  it  within  the  reach  of  my  com- 
prehension. 

Having  arrived  at  the  Capitol,  I  formed  my 
troop.  It  had  been  rumored,  or  ordered.  (I  do  not 
remember  which.)  that  we  were  all  to  form  near 
il ;  but,  after  remaining  there  half  an  hour,  I  saw 
no  troops  in  the  neighborhood.  I  was  then  in- 
formed that  the  President's  house  was  the  place 
before  which  the  army  was  to  be  formed.  I  then 
marched  through  the  avenue,  and  soon  arrived 
before  the  President's  house,  but  saw  no  army 
nor  symptoms  of  any.  which  would  indicate  a 
probability  of  resistance.  After  remaining  in  that 
situation  for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  I 
could  not,  nor  would  not,  believe  that  the  city 
was  to  be  given  up  without  a  fight.  When  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  follow  the  army,  which  it  ap- 
peared had  passed  through  Georgetown  two 
hours  before  us,  I  then,  sir,  with  a  heart  full  of 


sorrow,  grief,  and  indignation,  ordered  my  troop 
to  follow  the  army,  and  met  it  about  three  or 
four  miles  above  Georgetown.  What  follows 
that  period,  I  presume,  sir,  is  of  little  importance 
to  you  and  the  committee  of  inquiry  ;  I.  there- 
fore, will  close  by  saying  that,  from  that  day  to 
this,  I  have  not  ceased  to  lament  the  event,  with- 
out being  able  to  penetrate  into  the  cause. 

I  have  now  given  you,  sir,  all  the  information 
in  my  power,  relative  to  the  several  points,  the 
subject  of  your  request  in  the  letter  you  have  hon- 
ored me  with  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  of  whom 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  LAVALL. 
Col.  Com.  Sqxtadron  U.  S.  L.  D. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 


Strength,  and  names  of  the  several  Mounted  Vol- 

unteer  Corps  on  the  ground  at  Bladensburg. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman,  about  -        -    70 
Major  Ridgely      -        -        -        -        -        -110 

Captain  Graham  ------     35 

Lieutenant  Williams 20 

Captain  Herber    ------    25 


Total 


-  260 


Colonel  William  D.  BeaWs  Statement. 

Georgetown,  Nov.  22,  1814. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  request, 
directed  by  the  honorable  committee  "appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the 
enemy  in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  city," 
&,c.,  that,  on  my  march  to  Bladensburg,  on  the 
24lh  of  August,  I  received  General  Winder's  or- 
der, in  reply  to  a  letter  I  had  written  him  the  day 
before,  to  join  General  Slansbury  at  Bladensburg; 
that,  on  my  arrival  at  the  mill.  I  was  met  by  a 
gentleman,  (General  Winder's  aid.  I  supposed.) 
who  informed  me  my  ground  was  Veitch's  Hill; 
he  conducted  me  to  the  ground,  where  I  formed 
and  received  the  enemy, after  hehad  done  with  the 
army  below  the  hill.  On  our  retreat,  at  Capitol 
Hill,  I  received  an  order  to  march  through  George- 
town to  the  heights  above  it;  but  we  reached 
Tenleytown,  and,  from  thence,  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  were  ordered  to  move  on  the  river 
road,  no  point  designated  ;  the  next  day,  we  ar- 
rived at  Montgomery  Courthouse;  the  next  day 
we  encamped  at  Gaither's  heights,  thence  to  El- 
licott's  Mills,  thence  to  the  two  mile  stone  towards 
Baltimore. 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman,  who 
acted  as  one  of  General  Winder's  aids,  that  he 
brought  me  an  order  to  retreat;  but  I  do  not  re- 
member It. 

This  is  as  short  a  statement  as  I  can  make,  to 
comprehend  the  design  of  the  committee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  <fcc. 

WM.  D.  BEALL. 

N.  B.  Having  marched  about  sixteen  miles  that 
morning,  before^he  battle,  my  men  were  fatigued 
and  exhausted.     Although  it  is  not  my  impres- 


■ 
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i  n  that  my  command  gave  way  as  early  as  is 
^f  presenied^y  some,  I  must  acknowledge  that  the 
^|nlest  witK.  the  enemy  was  not  of  a  character 
tjrre.spopdijig  with  my  wishes  in  defending  the 
Spital  of  tli-  United  States,  and.  therefore.  Tnade 
^^ery  cxert.Vn  Co  rally  the  men,  and  partially  ^uc- 
jeded;  but^hey  ultimately  gave  way,  in  despite  ol 


1  JQsisted  of^bout  seven  or  eight  hundred  men 

j.  >    i  .*  

f  ; M      Major^  William  Pinkvey's  Statement. 
'    J^  I  Baltimore.  Nov.  16,  1814. 

;ir"'  ^^   .^   '^^  ''°""'  «omakethefullowm<T 

■  J*f,'^"°'c«'<P«.  "?  compliance  with  the  requeJ! 

:  M'tained  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  last  month. 

-I  he  detachment,  of  which  ray  battalion  of  rifle- 


than  two  thousand  men,  and  deprired  of  all  pros- 
pect of  support  from  any  quarter,  was  in  no  con 
daion  to  withstand  nearly  thrice  its  oSmber  of 
regular  troops,  in  a  position  which  presented  no 
peculiar  lacil.iies  f.r  defence,  espec  ally  when  i^ 
was  considered  H.at  General  Winder's  fo^^^cer^ore 
liumerou,  than  General  Stansbury's  cunMrn^ 
partiv  of  rei?uh.rs    hi^t,   ..  ..i.„.:i.  '     "°'^'?"°? 


nsisted  of^:,bout  seven  or  eig';.t  hu JSred  men"'    Si^u  nZ^"\,  ''I \  '"..!: ^IV^'"  -J.^.-' 


pl.ne.  furn,>hcd  with  more  and  heavier  artillerv 
and  wm.  a  powerful  body  of  horse,  had  jus  bee^ 
cumpelled  to  place  the  Eastern  Branch  between 
and  those  troops.  For  these,  and  other  relTon" 
i^e  officers  present  were  of  opinion  that  General 
Stansbury  ought  immediately  to  break  up  his  en 
ampment  and.  by  drawing  'nearer  to  Wa  h  "- 
^0  consult  the  safety  of  the  force  under  hiscorf- 
mand  and  put  it  m  a  ..tuat.on  to  co-operate  w?h 

inal   01     (jieueral    Winrtar     „r.A    .„ "^ 


.  SV,  marchel  from  Balhmore  on  tl.e  21  °  of  Au     cu"   ,he  orl'f   Y'l''",?"''  '»  """"=  "»''  "<^- 
■■  &i''  ""''r  .'"^  command  of  Lieuienau.  Colonel    mill,  t  f,   I  "'  "'"  '^"'T'-  "''"'"er  iht, 


''  LVi  ',;,    f  .k    -V     "^"'^  °'  t^ieuienant  Colonel 
^  l^lrret  of  the  oth  regiment,  and  arrived  at  Bla- 

•  J|{=^^";?  a,^>""'  sun-set  on  the  23d.  where  a  en- 
)VTi  below,  and  at  a  short  distance  from,  the 
:  l|yade  of  G-neral  Stansbury.  who  had  fixed  his 
:  J5|_^"]Pf"enot|  Lowndes' H.ll.  by  the  side  of  the 
J  ftel  from  Marlborough,  and  between  that  road 
;!»'  T'Tru^'^-     ^'h^^d-'-'chraent  ^va<  wholly 

•JJ-hundreditrongioftwocompaniesof  artillery 
>8l^r  "*  f  "if  """'I'-'^s,)  commanded  by  Captains 
IhF.  l"^  ^»?P"der,  amounting  to  about  one 
JhI'vdred  and  Jif.y  men  ;  and  of  three  compan.e! 
'Mhy  battal.pn.  commanded  by  Cantain/oJer 
;4*|uu  .  and,  Baden.  amount.Jlg  to'  abuut'one 
.l*ir4dred  and  oghty  rank  and  file 

i4*;j;r;:5f',.l'';!.!:'^L('''""'''.--''''--iock,) 


:.,.•  -  opportunity  lu  unserve  tlie  con- 

.da.,   turned  cm  witti  alacrity,  and  exhibited  dur- 
K0|*he  aiarni,  great  spirit  and   firmness      T^u- 
,J.?^smons  rr^de  by  General  Stansburv    o  me 
4^.  J-nemy.  who  was  supposed  to  be  advancin^by 
11  ||ipper  road,  appeared  to  be  prompt  and  Judf- 
cyl^    h  wa.a  false  alarm,  however,  and.  Ifter 

fJ^*r^i^'^  \"J"'X^^««^hed  our  encampment,  be- 
far*,*Colonel  Sterret  and  myself  were  sumtuoned 
.tf  r.«  tent  of  General  Stansbury,  where  we  found 
jhj.  rr.ocipal  officers  assembled.  The  Genera 
♦ttJ<d  to  us  that  hP  ha, I  ;,..,  .„. ,  "^  genera 


_,_,i  Q,„  '  .   r'Y'-^-"w«' ui  lue  v./apiioi.    Uen- 

eral  Stan.bury  was  himself  of  that  opinion  ;  and 
m  conformity  with  it,  we  retired  across  the  bridge 
n  good  order   to  a  high  ground,  on   the  ed^^e  of' 
he  rnain  road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from^Bla- 
densburg.  fr.  m   whence  the  enemy  could   be  re- 
conno.tered,  ,f  he  shauld  advance   as  bad    been 
anticipated      VVe  halted  at  this  plac'aL     t    'un 
se  on  the  21th.  after  General  Stansbury  had  as 
he   informed   me.  despatched   h.s    A.d-de-Camp 
(Major  VVoodyear)  to  General   Winder,  to  give 
him  notice  of  his  march,  and  take  his  orders  uLn 
H  While  he  remained  here,  General  Stansbury 
raemioned,  or  showed  to  me.  ((  furgot  which  )  a 
letter  just  received  by  him  fr'om  General  Wind- 
der,  written,   I    believe,  before  General    VVinder 
knew  of   h.s  late  march,  from  which  it  appealed 
that  General  W.nder  still  calculat  d  onTs  en- 
gaging  the  enemy,  if  he  should  attempt   to  a^ 
proach  by  B  adensburg.  I  was  still  of  opXt^%n'i 
so  expressed  myself  to  General   Stansbury, 'that 
although  It  seemed  to  be  h.s  duty  ,o  prepare  hu 
roop.  to  dispute,  alone,  and  to  the  last  extVmity 
the  enemy',  passage  to  the  city,  and  it  wa    p™  si- 
ble  the  military  v.ews  of  h.s  super.ors  m.4n,n- 
pose  such   an    undertak.ug  upon  him,  he°  oul?t 
no.,  unless  nis  orders  were  peremptory  (and  they 
were   not  yet   understood   tube  so,)iu  seek     he 
enemy  at  a  distance  from  General  Winder  with- 
out whose  immediate  aid  he  could  not  fail  'tosac- 
nhce  his  men.  already  broken  down   b    to  land 
fasting  and  want  of  sleep,  and   thus  to  produce 

ear  wiul  f     "  °^"''  ^"P''^' '  '^'*'  Major  Woo" 
^?;er«    W.;r  ^^.:.":"  .-"^  P---*  -^ers  from 


rtifr°  "'  'Hl^'  ^^^  J"^'  received  intenr.ence    Geoeral  W.'7°  7'"'".  V^  ^'''''^'  ^'^^'^  ffO'" 
fr()|jj  General  Winder   that  he  h-i.f   r..  r  li"  VViuder.  founded   upon  a  knowledtrp  of 

'Aff-hington.  across  the  Easte  n  BrancTan^h"  [^ ;""^"""  '^^'^  '^^  designs  of  tL  enemy  ^^and 

^tslij  our  adv:re  as  to  the  cour.e  wh.ch'  in  con'  '    '  '''"  v    ^^'^''  VVoodyear'.  return  sTou'ld  be 

-S^K-e  of  that  movement,  It  was^o^^^^  a  removal   from  h . 

^  Jlirsue,  apprizing   us  at  the  same  time^lT  fr     P"" '^''"''^  ^"O'"'^  oeces.ary,  it  would 

Ar't.  that  General  VVmderexpected^h.rtofi A  '   ^n    ">"••«  .P^^^ent   that    General    StanTburv 

abomwt/r      .    VVa^'""g'"a.  with  which  the  road 

fheeneJlT  7  '''  '"'S^'  ^''  °"'y  encounter 
the  enemy  to  advantage,  but  readily  be  succored 

.o  h  .L  ."T'^m''''"-^''*'*^'"'  '''^"  'f'^'  ''*•  '^'"'"IJ 
h^nH  .  1  A  '''^  ^"campmenr,  or  its  neighbor- 
hood, while  General  Winder's  co-operation  con- 


biiri^     It  apptvired  to  be  certain  that  the  enemv 

w4{j,aketiiat|oute,withoutlossof  time  and      1^ 
O^i'^al  Stans^^ury's  force,  fatigued  anJ  exhaus' 
ed^l^a  portion^of  It  was,  c/ons.^.ng  alt^-^^her  of 
in»,fi.a  unused  co service.,  amounting  to  Lu    more 
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tinued  to  be  precarious.     I  believe  that  Colonel  |  was.  I  think,  stationed  to  the  left  of  the  battery. 


Slerret  and  Colonel  Ragan  gave  to  Genera 
Stansbury  the  same  opinion,  in  substance,  and 
that  General  Stansbury  concurred  in  it.  He  did 
not,  however,  move  ucirer  to  Washington,  for 
Major  Woodyear  shortly  afterwards  (about  nine 
o'clock)  brought  him  verbal  orders  from  General 
Winder  to  retrace  his  steps,  and  contest  with  the 
enemy  the  pass  at  Bladensburg,  together  with  an 
assurance  tiial  he  would  join  hini  wiihout  delay. 
These  orders  were  immediately  obeyed,  and,  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  troops 
were  halted  in  a  field,  where  there  is  an  orchard, 
on  the  left  of  the  road  as  you  approach  Bladens- 
burg from  Washington,  not  far  from  the  bridge 


near  to  and  beyond  the  road  which  flanks  it,  called 
the  Mill  road,  to  watch,  as  I  suppose,  that  road 
and  the  upper  ford,  and  to  march,  or  to  supply 
detachments,  as  occasion  might  require,  to  sus- 
tain the  other  parts  of  our  force.  A  few  horse 
paraded  on  the  main  road,  sometimes  as  far  as 
the  bridge.  Such  appeared  to  be  our  means  of 
resistance,  and  such  the  distribution  of  them.  It 
was  soon  ascertained,  however,  that  the  troops, 
whom  we  had  believed  to  be  foes,  were  a  regi- 
ment of  Maryland  militia,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall ;  and  my  battalion  was 
consequently  withdrawn  into  the  field,  where  it 
rested  upon   its  arms.     The  newly  arrived  regi- 


The  passage  at  Bladen>burg  may  be  effected,  as  '  ment  passed  on  to  the  rear,  and   took  post  out  of 


I  comprehend,  by  two  routes:  by  the  bridge  and 
deep  ford  just  above  it,  and  by  the  more  shallow 
ford  in  the  old  Baltimore  road,  a  little  above  the 
fork  made  by  the  Northeast  and  Northwest  branch- 
es; which  ford  is  reached  from  Bladensburg,  by 
6rst  crossing  the  Norlhea>t  branch  in  the  present 
Baltimore  road,  and  then  turning  to  the  left ;  and 
we  halted  at  the  point  from  which  a  passage  by 
either  or  both  of  these  routes  might  be  opposed. 

While  the  enemy  was  expected,  a  cloud  of  dust 
announced  the  advance  of  a  body  of  troops  upon 
the  upper  road,  and  they  soon  showed  themselves 


my  view,  and.  as  I  have  since  heard,  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  main  road,  where  we  had  hailed 
m  the  morning,  as  before  stated.  It  is  but  jus- 
tice to  the  men  under  my  command  to  observe, 
in  this  place,  that  they  went  to  their  posts  with 
cheerfulness,  although  they  were  about  to  con- 
tend, as  they  supposed,  with  veteran  troops,  great- 
ly superior  in  numbers. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Col.  Beall's  regiment, 
the  enemy  was  discovered  in  full  march  for  Bla- 
densburg, along  the  river  road,  and  we,  once 
more^  prepared  for  battle.    I  had  now,  from  Gen- 


upon  Lowndea'  Hill,  which  they  descended  rap-  |  eral   VVinder,  (who  had  recently  come  upon  the 


idly.  As  General  Winder  had  not  yet  appeared, 
preparations  were  made  to  receive  them  by  Gen- 
eral Stansbury.  assisted  by  Colonel  Monroe.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  field,  between   four  and  five 


field.)  the  same  orders  I  had  before  received  for 
the  employment  of  my  men  ;  with  this  difler- 
ence  only,  that  General  Winder'.-,  orders  import- 
ed, that  it   might  be  proper  to  place  a  portion  of 


hundred  yards  from   the  bridge,  as   I  conjecture,  j  them  upon  the  left  of  the  battery,  which  it  was 


was  a  sort  of  a  battery,  en  barbette,  which  had 
been  hastily  constructed  for  heavy  artillery,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Colonel  Wadsworth.  The 
Baltimore  companies  had  been  employed,  from 
their  first  arrival  in  the  field,  (with  such  tools  as 
they  could  gel,)  in  cutting  embrasures  through 
the  parapet,  wuicli  was  much  too  lofty  for  their 
six  pounders,  and  which  there  was  not  time  to 
reduce  through  its  whole  extent,  and  in  masking 
them  with  brush  wood.  In  this  battery  they 
were  now  stationed.  I  was  ordered  to  place  my 
companies  in  ambush  on  us  right,  with  a  view  to 
atlbrd  protect. on  to  it,  and  to  annoy  the  enemy  in 
his  approach,  if  he  should  succeed  in  crossing  the 
bridge,  or  in  fording  the  stream  in  its  neighbor- 
hood. I  conducted  my  battalion  accordingly  to 
ihe  place  prescribed,  and  there  distributed  them 
behind  a  fence  and  among  the  bushes,  upon  the 
slope  of  the  bank  which  terminate.^  the  field,  and 
also  beyond  the  slope,  as  near  to  the  bridge  and 
ford  us  was  practicable,  taking  my  own  station 
some  yard-i  in  the  rear,  (with  the  Adjutant  and 
Sergeant  Major,)  on  the  top  of  the  bank  in  the 
field,  where  there  was  nothing  to  .nterrupt  my 
view  of  an  advancing  enemy.  The  fifth  regiment 
was  posted  about  fitty  yards  in  our  rear,  (out- 
stretching us  of  course,)  and  gave  confidence  to 
my  companies  and  the  artillery.  Two  compa- 
niesof  General  Stansbury's  brigade(aciiQgas  rifle- 
men, but  principally  armed  with  muskets)  were 
posted  near  the  barn,  behind  the  battery,  at  a  small 
distance  from  us.     The  residue  oi  liie   brigade 


undoubtedly  of  great  importance  to  protect,  and 
which  the  new  order  of  battle,  hereinafter  in  part 
explained,  seemed   to  leave  without   protection, 
unless  a  detachment  from  my  battalion  should 
be  so  applied.     In  consequence,  I  detached  Cap- 
tain   Aisquith,  with  the  whole  of  his  company, 
with   directions  to  take,  and   maintain  as   long 
as  possible,  the  must  advantageous  position  there, 
for  the  objects  indicated  by  General  Winder's  or- 
ders. I  remanded  the  other  two  companies  to  their 
former  stations  amongst  the  bushes;  and,  after  vis- 
iting the  battery,  and   remaining  there    until  the 
first  and  second  shots  were    fired   from  it,  I  re- 
sumed my  own  station  (with  the  battalion  offi- 
cers before  mentioned)  upon  the  top  of  the  bank, 
in  the  field.   A  company  of  militia,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Doughty,  (having  musketso.ily,  but 
acl.ng  as  r.flemen)  placed  itself  at  my  instance, 
on  our  right,  near  to  the  main  road,  under  cover 
of  some  bushes  and  a  fence.     The  fifth  regiment, 
which  had   been    moved  from   its  first  position, 
(where  it  might  have  contributed  to  repulse  the 
enemy  in  his  attempts  to  leave  the  vicinity  of  the 
br.dge)  had  now,  to  the  great  discouragement  of 
my  companies  and  of  the  artillery,  been  made  to 
retire  to  a  hill  seve.'al  hundred  yards  in  our  rear, 
but  visible,  nevertheless,  to  the  enemy,  where  it 
could   do  I. tile   more   than  display  its  gallantry. 
The  two  companies  of  General  Stansbury's  brig- 
ade, acting  as  riflemen,  had  changed  their  station, 
so  that  I  no  longer  perceived  them;  but  I  have 
heard  that  they  still  continued  at  no  great  di^ 
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^^nce  front  iheir  old  ground,  although  concealed 
pom  me  by  the  barn  or  by  trees;  my  impression, 
j^wever,  i;,  that  they  did  not,  and  could  not,  come 
•  1»ito  action,  there.    The  residue  of  General  Stans- 
^ry's  brigade  had  been  moved  from  the  left,  and 
^ade  to  i|ke  ground  (invisible  to  us  by  reason 
fcj'the  inteh/enin^  orchard)  on  the  rightof  the  fifth 
it-giment.  iviih   its  own   right  resting  upon   the 
i^ain  road, 'and  disclosed  to  the  enemy.     A  small 
rf^dy  of  trcfops  (but  under  whose  command  I  am 
5»»iinforraeil)  were  drawn   up  in  advance  of  the 
.f-lft  flank  oj  the  fifth  regiment,  and  nearly  at  right 
'  -jpgles  wiifi  it,  but,  on  account  of  the  barn,  I  did 
j)i)t  see  it  until  the  two  companies  of  my  battalion, 
j^hich  werV  stationed  on  the  right  of  the  battery, 
•jUreated.  Us   will   hereafter   be  mentioned.     Of 
.IJolonel  Brail's  very  distant  station,  1  have  already 
iii*oken  froi;j  hearsay,  but,  at  the  time  of  the  action, 
1 1. knew  ontjy  that  it  must  be  considerably  in  the 
'|9ar.     Of  tome  artillery  in  the  rear  of  our  right, 
jl'^ad    no   knowledge,  until,  during  the   engage- 
j  k>nt,  I  heaird  its  fire,  apparently  well  maintained. 
j  J   I  did  noti  know  that  Brigadier  General  Smith's 
^l-rigade  war^   in  or  near  the  field,  until  the  action 
'  Jad  ceased<  nor  was  I  aware  that  the  artillery  of 
;  |:^ommodorje  Barney,  Major  Peter,  Captain  Burch, 
lied  others,:(which,  if  ii  had  been  brought  up  in 
i#ifne  to  actiupon  the  bridge,  and  the  road  at  each 
|^(  its  ends; could  not  well  have  failed  to  insure 
jriumph  qrver  the  enemy,  especially  if  supported 
^  a  part  o^^  the  infantry,  ol   which   no  use  way 
lade,  and  u   sufficient  care   had  also  been  taken 
»:  observe  flie  upper  ford,  to  which,  perhaps,  the 
aemy  rnigfit  have  had  recourse,  if  beaten  at  the 
idge.)  wai  at  any  lime  near  to  us.     In  a  word, 
jwas    ignorant  of  any   reinforcements    which 
J^^er  prec*Kded,  accompanied,  or  followed  Gen 


il  Windc|.  except  only,  that  I  supposed   that    near  approach. 


by  the  artillery  io  the  battery,  bat  not  with  its 
former  success,  although  it  was  served  with  <»reat 
spirit,  and  commanded   by  officers  of  acktiowl- 
edged  skill  and  courage.     In  consequence,  a  large 
column  of  the  enemy,  which  was  every  moment 
reinforced,  either  by  the  way  of  the  bridge  or  by 
the  ford   immediately  above  it,  was  able  to  form 
on  the  Washington  side,  and  to  menace  the  bat- 
tery, and   the   inadequate  force   by  which  it  was 
to  be  supported.     While   the  enemy  was   yet  at 
a   distance,   the   company   on    our    right   (com- 
manded  by  Captain    Doughty)  discharged    their 
pieces  and  fled,  although  lie  appeared  to  du  all 
in  his  power   to  restrain    them,  as  I  myself  did. 
My  two   companies   were   now   (without   other 
known  aid  than  the  other  company  on  the  left) 
to  protect  the  artillery,  and  to  receive  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy,  which  was  rapidly  accumu- 
lating.    Following  the  example  which  had  been 
set  ihem  by  the  company  on  their  right,  they  too 
began  to  fire  somewhat  too  soon  ;  but  in  its  pro- 
gress, their  fire  was  manifestly  destructive,  and 
lor  a  short  time  seemed  to  produce  disorder  and 
hesitation    in  the   enemy's  ranks.     The  enemy, 
however,  soon  pressed  forward   again,  and  was 
close  at  hand  when  the  artillery  discontinued  its 
fire.     Its  danger  had    become   imminent,  and   it 
was  apparent  that  it  could  do  nothing  more  in  its 
actual  station  to  retard  the  enemy's  progress.    His 
advance,  which  threatened  the  right  of  my  posi- 
tion, and  had  almost  reached  it,  was  probably  out 
of  the  line  of  any  fire  which  the  half  formed  em- 
brasures of  the  battery  would  admit ;  and  I  should 
presume  that  it  would  have  been  difficult,  if  not 
impracticable,  to  dejire^s   the  guns  in  those  em- 
brasures (the  ground  of  the  battery  being  consid- 
erably elevated)  so  as  to  touch  the  enemy  after  bis 


r 


'  '>ptain  D(ijghty's  company,  and  the  few  troops 
iiladvance  'J  the  left  flank  of  the  fifth  regiment. 
■;  |ist  before^entioned)  and  a  large  body  of  horse! 
i  /(iich  was  ^ept  idle,  had  come  from  Washington! 
;  ^'The  ene(py  having  reached  Bladensburg.de- 
i  iiJfndeJ  the^hill,  about  twelve  o'clock,  in  a  very 
e  style,  ajjd  soon  showed  his  intention  to  force 
way  by^ihe  bridge.  Assisted  by  some  dis- 
j  tiargesol  ockeis.  (which  were  afterwards  in- 
•>  ifetnously  Continued,)  he  made  an  effort  to  throw 
i?  !TOss  the  tiidge  a  strong  body  of  infantry,  but 
j;  t*  was  drivtn  back  at  the  very  commencement 
i'  i!  It,  wuh*evideni  loss,  by  the  artillery  m  the 
]•  Mtery.  wh'^jch  principally  acted  upon  the  street 
J<  r-  road  ne^fr  the  bridge,  and  he  literally  disap- 
|]  eared  behi*id  the  houses.  The  eff"ort  was  not 
jf  ivmediatehr  repeated;  but  the  artillery  continued 

*  i  fire,  with  a  view,  as  it  seemed,  to  interrupt  the 
t  i<charge  of  rockets,  as  in  some  degree  it  did,  and 
1  ,derwise  trji  check  the  enemy's  operations. 

•  After  a  Icqig  pause,  during  which  I  conjectured 
{,  rroneousl|,  as  I  have  since  been  told)  that  the 
V  lemy,  lessponfident  than  before  of  the  passat'e 
<-  the  bridg^,  detached  a  corps  of  some  strength 
t  make  its  ^vay  by  the  ford,  in  the  old  Baltimore 
t  ad,  a  second  attempt  was  made  to  cross  the 
\  rdge,  with'increased  numbers  and  greater  cel- 
1  ity  of  mo'iement.     This,  too,  was  encountered 


My  companies  were  now  in  that  condition  that 
their  right  was  on  the  point  of  being  turned,  and, 
as  the  battery  was  evidently  about  to  be  evacu- 
ated, and   Captain  Aisquith's  company  was   too 
weak  to  keep  the  enemy  in  cieck  on   the  left,  it 
followed  that  they  were  in  that  quarter  exposed 
to   the  same  peril.     Our  small  force,  moreover, 
(somewhat  more  than  one  hundred  men)  could 
not  hope  to  make  an  effectual  stand  against  the 
enemy,  even  if  he  should  attack  it  only  in  front, 
where  there  was  very  little  in  the  shape  of  natu- 
ral obstructions  to  break  his  column  or  impede 
his  march.     The  line  of  our  retreat,  too,  to  the 
fifth  regiment,  (the  nearest  visible  rallying  point,) 
was,  of  necessity,  across  the  open   field   in   our 
rear,  and  only  one  of  my  companies  had  bayo- 
nets.    Under  these  circumstances  of  urgent  peril, 
both  companies  began,  at  the  same   instant,  to 
move  towards  the  artillery,  now  in  the  act  of  lim- 
bering Its  guns.     The  retreat  of  my  men  and  of 
the  artillery  appeared  to  be  simultaneous.     The 
whole  fell   back  upon  the  fifth  regiment,  (on  the 
left  flank  of  which  a  great  part  of  my  two  com- 
panies were  halted,  and  formed  by  Captain  Dyer, 
by  the  adjutant,  and   sergeant-major,)   and  the 
enemy  succeeded    instantly  to    their    places.      I 
followed  in  the  rear  of  this  retreat,  narrowly  es- 


caping 


capture,  and  found  my  men  in  the  situa- 
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tlon  above  described,  ready  once  more  to  act 
against  the  enemy.  It  is  here  my  duty  to  say, 
that,  although  the  predicament  in  which  my  two 
companies  were  placed,  when  they  moved  from 
the  right  of  the  battery,  was  almost  as  desperate 
as  it  could  be,  I  had  given  no  orders  to  retire,  and 
did  not   at  that  moment  intend    to  do  so.     I  can- 


haviour  of  this  regiment,  because  I  was  constant- 
ly with  ray  men  while  they  acted  with  it,  except 
only  for  two  or  three  minutes,  when  I  was  em- 
ployed in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  mill 
road,  immediately  on  their  left,  from  whence  I 
expected  an  attack.  I  was.  during  all  this  time, 
too,  on  horseback,  (having  obtained  a  horse  after 
we  were  driven   from  our  first  position.)  and  had 


notj  and  certainly  do  not,  blame  them  for  antici- 
pating such  orders,  when  they  saw  their  desolate  thus  the  best  opportunities  of  observation.  During 
condition,  and  discovered  that  the  artillery,  with  a  part  of  this  time  I  saw  General  Winder  zeal- 
which  they  bad   been  connected  as  a  supporting  ously  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  very  anxious 


force,  could  not  continue  its  fire,  or  hope  to  main 
tain  Its  ground.  My  justification  for  withholding 
my  orders  to  retreat  is,  that  I  had  none  myself, 
and  further,  that  having  found  that  the  enemy 
had  neither  artillery  nor  cavalry.  I  thought  we 
might  venture  upon  another  fire,  which  could  not 
be  otherwise  than  deadly,  now  that  the  enemy 
was  at  a  small  distance  from  our  muzzles.  1 
have  this  other  justification,  (which  I  hope  I 
shall  be  pardoned  for  mentioning.)  that,  as  1  was 


rage 


and  arduous  duties,  and  manifesting  the  cou 
which  becomes  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier. 

Of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Aisquith's  company 
I  know  no  more  than  he  and  oihers  have  told  me. 
1  feel  assured  that  it  did  well,  and  that  the  enemy 
felt  the  effect  of  the  activity  and  resolution  which 
distinguished  it.  My  battalion  sustained  some 
small  loss  in  wounded;  and  Captain  Baden  was 
made  prisoner. 

A  wound  inflicted   in  the  field,  (from  which 


myself  on  foot,  and  had  no  horse  near  me,  I  in-  the  5ih  regiment  and  my  men  retreated,  as 
curred  my  full  share  of  the  hazard  of  too  long  a  above  stated.)  by  a  musket  ball,  which  struck  my 
delay.  It  is  not  improbable,  however,  that  I  was  I  right  arm  in  front,  a  little  above  the  elbow  and 
wrong,  and  that  I  owed  it  to  these  brave  men  to  I  passing   through  it  broke  the  bone,  disabled   me 


withdraw  them,  even  at  an  earlier  period,  from 
a  post  where,  beyond  all  question,  if  they  had  re- 
mained much  longer,  they  must  have  been  taken 


from  further  service,  and  made  it  necessary  that  I 
should  not  long  delay  to  obtain  surgical  assist- 
ance.    In    this  state  I  left  the  field,  with  (or  a 


prisoners  or  cut  to  pieces ;  at  any  rate,  I  take  pride  lutle  after)  the  last  of  our  friends,  about  five  or 
in  bearing  my  testimony  to  their  bravery  and  six  in  number,  among  whom,  I  believe,  was  Mr. 
skill,  of  which  I  had  many  proofs  during  the  '  Meredith  of  the  5th.  Tne  enemy  was  then  very 
severe  trial  to  which  they  were  exposed  on  that  J  close,  and  his  fire  was  incessant  but  inaccurate. 
most  disastrous  occasion,  amidst  such  privations,  I  have  no  further  knowledge  of  the  transaction 
discouragements,   and   hardships,  as  might   have  !  to  which  your  letter  relates 


•ubdued  the  spirit,  and  beaten  down  the  strength 
of  veteran  soldiers. 

The  fifth  regiment  had  now  to  receive  the  en- 
emy ;  and,  with  slight  exceptions,  it  kept  its 
ground  with  exemplary  steadiness,  and  maintain- 
ed a  regular  and  spirited  fire,  until  after  it  was 
ordered  by  General  Winder  to  retreat,  and  after 
the  necessity  of  retreat  was  perfectly  obvious. 
My  men  adhered  to  its  left,  and  did  their  duty 
there,  and  finally  retired  with  it,  the  whole  in 
considerable  disorder.  The  troops  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  (in  advance  of  its  left,)  appeared  to 
behave  well,  but  were  soon  withdrawn  or  driven 
from   their  station,  which  the  enemy  could,  in- 


1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  PLNKNEY. 
Hon.  R,  M.  Johnson,  <fec. 


Captain  Burch's  Statement. 
City  of  Washinoton,  Oct.  12,  1814. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  request,  1   make  the 
following  statement: 

On  the  19th  of  August  last,  early  io  the  day,  I 
was  ordered  to  call  out  my  company  for  acioal 
service. being,  at  the  time,  informed  that  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia  were  ordered  in  to  actual  service. 


..  as  It  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  bad  landed 
deed,  reach  with  his  shot  without  being  seen  by  near  Benedict,  and  were  about  to  proceed  to  this 
*^'™'    .  ci'y-    In  the  evening  of  mat  day,  the  first  brigade 

Nothing  could  be  more  critical  than  the  situa-  j  was  paraded,  and  about  one  o'clock,  P.M.,  on  the 
tion  of  the  fifth  regiment  when  it  began  to  retire,  j  20th,  we  marched  from  the  city  in  the  direction 
Its  right  had  been  thrown  open  to  the  enemy  by     of  Benedict,  and  encamped  for  that   night  about 


the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  greater  part,  if  not 
the  whole  of  General  Stansbury's  brigade.  Its 
left  had  nothing  to  protect  it;  and,  even  if  the 
enemy  bad  sent  no  force  by  the  ford,  on  the  old 
Baltimore  road,  to  gain  its  rear,  that  which  he 
had  pushed  on  by  the  mill  road,  and  the  crouod 
adjacent,  was  sufficiently  formidable.  Its  front 
was  singularly  liable  to  be  galled  with  impunity 
from  the  orchard,  from  the  barn,  and  from  other 
covers,  within  striking  distance  of  which  it  had 
been  posted,  while  itself  was  not  covered  by  any- 
thing, and  could  hardly  act  upon  anything.  I 
speak  with  the  more  confidence  of  the  good  be- 
13tli  Con.  3d  Skss.— 53 


three  miles  beyond  the  Eastern  Branch,  when 
General  Winderiook  the  command.  OoSaturday, 
the  21st.  we  marched  on,  and  encamped  that  night 
at  the  Woodyard,  about  fourteen  miles  from  this 
place.  On  Monday  morning  it  was  understood 
in  camp,  tliat  the  enemy  had,  by  rapid  marches, 
got  wiihin  a  short  distance  of  our  encampment; 
upon  which  the  Commanding  General  detached 
Major  Peter,  witti  his  company  of  artillery.  Cap- 
tain Davidson's  infantry,  and  Captain  Stull's 
riflemen,  as  an  advanced  party,  to  reconnoitre 
and  hold  the  entmy  in  check.  They  advanced 
some  distance,  and  were  soon  after  followed  by 


u 
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ije  brigade,  for  two  miles,  when  it  was  halted, 
j^id  pariial^y  fortned  in  order  of  battle.  Major 
:#Vter  mot  |lie  enemy,  who  immediately  fled  cff 

;i^  the  Iffijand  took  the  road  to  Upper  Marl- 
.  ^*rough.     >I^jor  Peter  having  returned  with  his 

•  i^mmarul,  jhe  whole  of  the  troops  were  imme- 
'  J{ately  marched  back  to  the  Old  Fields,  where 
!|«e  encampitd  that  night.  On  Tuesday  morning. 
'_  he  same  if;»rty,  under  the  command  of  Major 
'  Vter,  was  ^gain  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  and  >kir- 
i'  r^ish  with  ihe  enemy  ;  and  between  four  and  five 
r  i',:lock  of  ^hat  evenng,  we  learned  that  they 
fjwere  acluarily  engaged  with  the  British  forces. 
^iT'he  line  ollbattle  was  then  formed  without  delay, 

d  we  retrained  so  until  Major  Peter  came  up 
d  took  h^  position  in  the  line.  In  a  few  min- 
fs  orders  Vere  carried  through  the  line,  for  an 
mediate  retreat  to  Washington,  as  it  was  said 
Ije  enemy  >vas  too  strung  for  us.  1  received  or- 
crs  to  rerrjain  on  the  ground  upon  which  we 
I'.ifre  furme^,  uniil  ail  the  troops  had  marched. 
||i«d  lijen,  ^very  fifteen  minutes,  to  5-end  off  two 
\m^  my  piec*s  with  the  proper  number  of  men. 
,'J*til  I  hadMespatched  all  mx  of  them.  That,  if 
jlie  enemy^appeared  in  the  meantime,  (and  his 
l^pearance  was  every  moment  expected.)  to  open 
U'Xy  battery-upon  hini.  and  contipue  to  fire  as  long 
]^^  I  could  do  so  ID  safely,  and  then  retreat  as  fast 

•  i4  possible,_and  join  the  main  body.  Just  as  1 
<14d  dfspatched  the  second  uivision  of  my  guo*«, 
ii  jje  aid-de-o;imp  of  Brigadier  Smith,  of  the  Dis- 
•jlct  railitiii^  eave  me  orders  to  move  off  with 
■liie  whole  a^s  fa>t  as  possible.  As  the  main  body 
■j|«id.  by  i\iy>  time,  gut  a  considerable  distance 
{Vfjead,  I  war*  unable  to  get  up  with  the  rear  uniii 
.j*)^y  arrivea  at  th«»  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  when 
jfry  men  wrye  so  greatly  fatigued,  tliat  they  could 
|I|yrcelystai!id  hy  their  guns.  Alter  we  had  crossed 
j^iy  bridge  into  the  city,  and  pitched  our  tents,  be- 
liVjeen  tweUe  and  one  o'clock  at  night,  General 
♦fVinder  car^jeto  my  tentand  called  raeoui;  heob- 
llrr^ed  that  I. e  knew  my  men  were  worn  down  with 
jirjigueand  from  the  loss  of  rest;  but  that,  in  all  prob- 
l^ylity.oneofihe  lastgoodacls  whichit  mightever 
»]|«*in  my  poorer  todokir  my  country,  would  be  that 
ji^feht.  He  wished  me  to  take  thiriy  of  my  men, 
;#|ih  tliree<4"my  guns,  and  defend  the  passage  of 
\\^  luuer  Ensiern  Branch  bridge,  as  he  had  reason 
Ji*<believe  the  enemy  would  attempt  the  passage  of 
'6  ihat  night.  General  Winder  further  obser'ved. 
jfiat  he  hao  some  time  before  lefi  directions  at 
^UiU'  Navy  Yard  fur  a  buat  to  be  sent  to  ttie  bridge, 
iijth  ci)mbu|tibles  to  blow  it  up.  in  case  it  became 
fifncessary,  fjut  that  his  orders  had  not   been   at- 

(•uded  to,  aijd  that  he  should  nut  go  to  rest  until 

jc^  had  senijme  the  boat.     I  took  my  thirty  men 

td   three  gpns.  and  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  the 

jdge,  with|orders  to  open  upon  the  enemy,  if  he 

:u,^ared,  a4  soon  as  our  rear  guard   had   come 

>^r,  and  th|t  if  the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting 

;  'ifion   the  brjdge.  to  set  fire  to  tiie  boat  and  blow 

i>%Vf'i  ^^^  tl(»>n  to  resume  my  position  and  recom- 

i>nce  my  fife.     A  little  before  daybreak  the  boat 
^ived,  and  was  placed  under  the  arch  next  the 
<«w.     1  kept  this   position   wiihout   rest  or  re- 
t  Mhment  uijiil  ten  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morn- 


ing, the  24th,  when  I  was  relieved  by  Commodore 
Barney.     I  was  then  ordered  to  leave  one  of  my 
pieces  and   fifteen   men  at    the  bridge,  under  the 
direction  of  Colonel  Wadsworth,  and  proceed  on 
with  the  balance  immediately  to  Bladensburg.    I 
did  so,  and  when  I  arrived   near  the  latter  place, 
I  was  again  ordered  to  leave  two  of  my  guns  and' 
a  party  of  men   in  the   mam  road,  and  push  on 
with   the  remaining  three  and  the  residue  of  my 
men,  and  to  report  myself  at  Bladensburg  to  Gen- 
eral Winder.     I  proceeded  until  I  arrived  within 
a  short  distance  of  Bladensburg,  when  I  found 
much  difficulty  in  finding   the  General.     I  rode 
up  and   down   the  whole  line  in  search  of  him, 
and  when  I  returned,  I  found   that  my  guns  had 
been   moved  off  to  the  left;  I  followed   on  and 
overtook   them  ju>t  as  they  were  formed  in  bat- 
tery  near  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.     1  there 
discovered  the  General,  and   applied    to  him   for 
directions ;  he  replied,  '•  Captain,  there  is  the  en- 
emy, (pointing  to  the  British   who  were  then  in 
plain  view.)  take  charge  of  your  pieces."     I  dis- 
mounted, and  took  charge  of  my  pieces,  and  in  a 
few  moments  we  opened  our  fire,  which   proved 
to  be  very  galling  to  the  enemy,  and   after  firing 
about  fifteen   rounds,  the  fifth  regiment  of  Balti- 
more advanced  and  commenced   their  fire.     By 
the   advance  of  this   regiment   one   of  my  guns 
was  masked,  which  rendered  it  useless;   the  other 
two  continued  the  fire  with   much  effect.     The 
infantry,  who  were  posted  on  my  right  as  a  pro- 
tection to  my  ()iecea,  having  given  way,  General 
Winder,  in  person,  ordered  me  to  limber  and  re- 
treat.    1  did  not  do  so  immediately,  but  fired  two 
or   three  rounds,  when   tlie  General  repeated  his 
order  in  a  peremptory  manner.    We  retreated  a  few 
yards,  when  he  ob:.erved  to  me  that  he  thought  I 
might  venture  to  unlnnber  one  of  my  pieces  and 
give  them  another  fire.     I  was  in  the  act  of  doing 
so,  but  as  the  enemy  advanced  so  rapidly  he  coun- 
termanded It.  and   again  ordered  me  on.     I  saw 
DO  more  of  the  General  that  day  :  the  reason  was, 
that  after   retreating  a  mile  or  two,  I  was  so  ex- 
hausted from  fatigue,  fasting  and  heat,  I  was  un- 
able to  keep  up  with  my   guns,   and  fell    behind 
them   some   yards.     I   fainted   by   the  »ide   of  a 
fence  unobserved  by  my  men.     After  missin?  me 
they  supposed  I  had  been  taken  prisoner.     When 
I  came  to  my  recollection,  I  found  myself  ill  of  a 
fever,  notwithstanding  which,  I  procured  a  horse, 
and  found  and  joined  my  company  on  the  route 
from  Montgomery  Courthouse  to  Baltimore,  and 
marched  with   them  to  Snell's  bridge,  where  we 
were  halted,  and  afterwards  countermarched  to 
this  place. 

BENJAMIN  BURGH. 
Captain  Washington  Artillery. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson. 


Captain  CaldwelVs  Statement. 

The  following  is  believed  to  be  nearly  a  correct 
estimate  of  the  cavalry  on  the  ground,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Bladenshurg,  24th  Aiigu>t  last  : 
Col.  Lavall'i  United  States'  troops,  about  -     120 
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A  squadron  of  Colonel  Tilghma.i's  regim't, 

M.  M.,  about 75 

A  .squadron,   command  of  Major  Ridgely, 

M.  M.,  about 100 

Captain  Herbert's  troop,  M.  M.,  about         -  40 

Captain  Graham's  troop,  Virginia,  about    -  40 


Total 


-    375 


The  Alexandria  troop,  under  Captain  Thorn- 
ton, and  the  Georgetown  troop,  under  Lieutenant 
Williams,  (both  small.)  accompanied  Colonel 
Monroe  on  the  first  day  of  the  alarm  to  reconnoi- 
tre the  enemy,  and  had  so  many  detached  on  dif- 
ferent duties  as  left  but  a  few  scattering  ones  on 
the  field. 

Part  of  the  Washington  troop  were  attached  to 
General  Winder,  and  tiad  been  generally  detach- 
ed in  carrying  expre.-ses  or  conveying  orders;  the 
remainder  were  on  vidette  duty.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th  they  were  sent  to  i)atrol  the  road 
between  the  E  istern  Branch  bridge  and  the  ene- 
my, and  did  not  leave  the  rear  of  the  enemy  in 
time  to  cross  the  bridge  and  join  tiie  army,  till 
the  army  was  on  the  retreat,  except  threeor  four, 
who  were  employed  in  conveying  orders,  dec,  or 
wherever  they  could  be  useful. 

E.  B.  CALDWELL. 


Statement  of  General  flungerford. 

On  the  23d  of  July  was  called  on  by  (he  Exe- 
cutive of  Virginia,  to  lake  command  of  the  mili- 
tia in  the  Northern  Neck;  after  which  General 
Madison  was  called  inio  service,  and  Major  Gen- 
eral Parker,  to  take  the  command  of  the  two  bri- 
gades under  Hungerford  and  Madison.  On  the 
eighteenth  of  Ausjusi  General  Winder  wrote  to 
General  Hungerford  to  march  with  expedition  to 
the  city,  with  the  forces  under  his  command. 
This  letter  was  received  on  the  21>t,  at  camp 
Nominy  Hall,  in  the  Northern  Neck,  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  from  Washington. 
His  force  consisted  of  three  regiments,  under  Col- 
onels Boyd,  Branham,  and  Parker  About  four- 
teen hundred  men, effectives,  marched  on  towards 
the  city,  and  Colonels  Downey  and  Chawning, 
who  were  in  the  counties  of  Northumberland  an'd 
Lanca^ter,  were  directed  to  follow  with  their 
regiments. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Colonel  John  Tay- 
loe  on  the  24th,  dated  the  23d,  staling  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  required  despatch,  and  directed 
the  troops  to  march  on  by  regiments,  or  even 
companies,  if  necessary.  On  Sunday,  the  23ih, 
was  at  Neabsco,  about  twenty  four  miles  from 
Alexandria  ;  was  waited  upon  by  a  committee 
from  Alexandria  about  two  o'clock,  who  deliver- 
ed a  cominuoicaiioii  from  the  corporation  of 
Alexandria,  staling  that  ihe  town  had  no  anil- 
lery  or  military  force  to  protect  it,  and  they  in- 
tended to  surrender  at  discretion  to  the  enemy; 
and  ihai  the  town  being  under  the  command  of 
the  civil  authority,  it  would  be  injurious  to  the 
town  for  any  military  forces  to  march  to  Alexan- 
dria.    General  Hungerford  informed  the  commit- 


tee that  he  should  move  on,  and  be  governed 
by  circumstances.  He  received  a  line  on  the 
same  day  Irom  Colonel  Monroe,  directing  him  to 
march  with  all  possible  despatch  to  Alexandria, 
and  if  the  enemy  had  passed  Alexandria  to  march 
on  to  the  city. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th.  about  ten  miles 
from  Alexandria,  another  deputation  waited  on 
General  Hungerford,  with  a  printed  order  of  the 
corporation,  amounting  to  a  request  that  he  should 
not  proceed  on  to  Alexandria,  and  interrupt  the 
arrangement   made  with    the  enemy.      To  this 
communication  General  Hungerford  replied,  that 
he  was  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  should  execute   those  orders,  and  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  on  his  march.    When  within 
three  miles  of  Alexandria  he  was  met  by  Walter 
Jones,  Esq.,  who  informed  him  that  the  President 
and  Colonel  Monroe  desired   him  to  station  his 
forces  in  the  rear  of  Alexandria;  detach  five  hund- 
red men  to  the  height  just  below  Mason's  Island, 
and  send  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
to    Aquia,  to  co-operate  against  the  enemy.     A 
written  order  was  received  from  Colonel  Monroe 
to  the  same  effect  that  evening.     General  Hun- 
gerford arrived  with  the  three  first  regiments  in 
the  rear  of  Alexandria  on  the  29th,  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  where  he  remained  till  the 
first  day  of  September.     He  was  then  ordered  to 
the  White  House,  with  a  part  of  his  forces,  toco- 
operate  with  the  naval  forces  under  Commodore 
Porter. 


No.  9. 

Report  from  the  Navy  Department,   including 
the  official  report  of  Commodore  Barney. 

Navy  Department,  Oct.  3,  1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  26th 
instant,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  honorable  House  of  Representatives,  "to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the  ene- 
my in  his  enterprises  against  this  metropolis,  and 
the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria;  and  into 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings  and 
property  were  destroyed,  and  the  amount  there- 
of;" and  with  your  request  "for  such  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  as  may  be  in  my  power,  and 
more  particularly  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of 
the  Navy  Yard,  and  the  amount  of  public  prop- 
erty destroyed,"  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
following  report  of  the  measures  adopted  by  this 
Department,  and  of  the  facts  within  my  knowl- 
edge, in  relation  to  the  objects  of  this  inquiry  : 

\n  obedience  to  the  general  instructions  and 
early  solicitude  of  the  President,  in  anticipation 
ol  the  probable  designs  of  the  enemy  to  harass 
the  country  in  this  vicinity,  and  to  attempt  the 
invasion  of  this  metropolis,  I  directed,  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  three  twelve-pounders  to  be 
mounted  on  field  carriages,  by  the  mechanics  of 
the  Navy  Yard,  and  completely  equipped  and  fur- 
nished (or  field  service.  To  these  the  marines 
at  headquarters  were  trained,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Miller,  and  prepared  to  act  either  at 
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Cloture  of  the  City  of  Washington. 


Capiure  cf  the  City  of  WaahingUm,. 


artyifists  or  iufaotry,  as  the  service  might  re- 
qui<#j  A  short  time  previous  to  the  reinfurce- 
ii>ei»j>f  the  enfjny  in  the  Patuxeot,  I  caused  two 
lofllfjifighteen  fiounders  to  be  raounled  on  field 
car»ljfes,  and  ffepared  m  like  manner  for  field 
serillv,  ready  \.(\  be  auaclied  to  the  command  of 
Cow'ftodore  Bijrrney.  sliouid  the  enemy  at  any 
tifn^c'ompel  huu  to  abandon  the  flotilla  under  his 
ewDintind  on  the  Patment,  and  the  emergency 
calf,  vf  the  aid  (if  his  force  in  defence  of  the  cap- 
italj-lf  of  Baltimore. 

fiA-.'this  eventual  service  that  officer  was  in- 
strwafd  10  prep.ire;  and  by  his  zeal  and  activity 
bis  *||(^n  acquirtHi  the  expert  use  of  their  muskets, 
and^^  capacity,  as  well  a!>  an  ardent  disposition 
tofH|'iseful  to  iheir  country  on  either  element. 

»Q4ihe  26ih  of  July,  in  consequence  of  the  raen- 
•(jitj'l  movemei)ts  of  the  enemy  near  the  Kettle 
Boi4.  ms,  in  the  Potomac,  which  it  was  said  they 
we|(j  iounding^nd  buoying  off,  the  letter  A  was 
■wxi»i  fo  ;  but.  on  account  of  information  received 
oti  fl  t  same  da^ .  the  letter  B,  countermanding  the 
forij.^f,  was  wrviten. 

'??e  enemy  i'n  the  Patuxent  was  occupied  in 
dep»4Uaiing  upyn  its  shores,  until  large  reioforce- 
meij^jarrived  »t  the  mouth  of  that  river  on  the 
18tlJHif  August,  the  account  of  which  was  com- 
inuAfciated  on  the  19th  to  the  Department,  by 
CorMiiodore  Barney,  in  the  letter  C,  with  a  list  of 
tbe^iijval  force'of  the  enemy  annexed. 

QJ  jihe  mornlos:  of  the  19ih.  information  was 
rect|i'  ,d  at  iht  Department  from  Captain  Gor- 
donjlymmandiog  the  United  States'  naval  force 
at  i^lrjfolk,  thai;on  the  morningof  itie  16[|)  came 
in  fffru  sea.  anH  proceeded  up  the  bay,  twenty- 
two*  iail  of  enirmy's  vessels,  viz:  two  seventy- 
fouijbj  one  sixty-four,  one  razee,  seven  frigates. 
se 
e    , 

at  |}|e  mouth  (if  the  Patuxent  on  the  18th ;  the 
why*',  of  whicji  ascended  the  Patuxent  near  to 
Bpffll|ct,  on  llw;  ISth  and  lOlh,  and  commenced 
deb^'l^ing  the  tfoops.  The  letter  marked  D  was 
imtilaiaieiy  wr,itten  to  Cummodore  Barney  ;  and 
the  litter  E  to  Commodore  Rogers;  and  the  let- 
ter H  io  Captaiji  Porter ;  urging  the  two  latter  lo 
rep?i<!wilh  th»|ir  forces  towards  this  city  with 
the  jAmost  expt^lition. 

Ciinmodore  Kodgers  had  previously  made  the 
mo5^Jjudicious. arrangements  to  transport,  with 
celeijt^,  the  marines  and  the  principal  part  of  the 
sear*)  u  under  his  command  on  the  Delaware  sta- 
tion- 6  the  headwaters  of  the  Chesapeake,  or  to 
Baiji  r>ore,  upon  any  sudden  emergency  ;  and  had 
orga^  ijjed  and  disciplined  his  men  with  a  view  to 
sucljlorvice.  Ii  appears,  however,  by  his  letters 
G  ar  i  H,  that,  with  every  possible  exertion,  he 
did  rut  reach  l^ahiraore  until  the  25:h,  conse- 
que^  !jf  too  late  to  pariicipate  in  the  defence  of 
the  h  i'tropolis,  ;^gainst  a  force,  the  greater  part 
of  wi  ith  came  ;i)  from  sea  on  the  IGih,  was  first 
knor  ir  to  the  ECepartmerit  to  have  arrived  on  tiie 
19. hi  narched  f^om  Benedict  on  the  20th,  and  en- 
leref  ihe  capiiaf  on  the  24th. 

Hj^  '(ng  >ent  \o  General  Winder  on  the  19ih  a 
cop'jfif  letter  C,  on  the  20t!i  I  called  on  him  at 
J 
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ev(,t'  ;|ransport!y,  and  two  or  three  brigs  or  schoon- 
rs,.v^ich,  it  a{ipears  by  letter  C,  joined  the  force 


his  quarters,  at  McKeowin's,  to  show  him  the  let- 
ter I  had  just  received  from  Commodore  Barney 
and  my  order  to  that  officer  to  join  and  co-operate 
with  the  force  under  his  command,  (see  letter  K,) 
also  to  point  out  those  volunteer  corps  in  his  army 
that  comprised  the  mechanics  of  the  Navy  Yard 
who,  being  excellent  axemen,  would  act  with 
great  effect  as  pioneers.  As  it  was  understood 
that  a  strong  squadron  of  the  enemy's  ships,  ia 
co-operation  with  his  land  force,  had  passed  the 
principal  obstacle  in  the  Potomac,  and  was  only 
retarded  in  its  ascent  by  contrary  winds,  against 
which  it  was  warping  with  great  exertion,  I  ex- 
pressed to  hira  my  solicitude  for  the  defence  of 
Fort  Washington,  and  proposed  to  throw  the  ma- 
rines, who  had  been  trained  to  artillery  exercme, 
and  a  part  of  the  seamen,  into  that  fort,  for  its 
defence. 

The  Gkneral  did  not  conceive  the  state  of  his 
force  such  as  to  warrant  the  abstraction  of  so  effi- 
cient a  part  as  that  of  the  marines  and  seamen 
from  the  main  body,  which  wis  to  oppose  the  di- 
rect advance  of  the  enemy's  army  on  the  city; 
and.  indeed,  hisobjection  appeared  to  have  weight. 
He  did  not,  however,  consider  Fort  Washington 
as  tenable.  • 

On  the  21st  the  letter  L  was  received  from 
Commodore  Barney,  and  a  detachment  of  about 
one  hundred  and  ten  marines,  with  three  twelves 
and  two  eighteen  pounders,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Miller,  marched  from  the  headquarters 
to  join  Commodore  Barney,  and  reached  the 
Woodyard  that  evening. 

In  the  course  of  this. day  and  the  following  I 
visited  the  Navy  Yard,  and  inquired  of  the  com- 
mandant what  were  the  means  of  transportation 
and  what  assistance  he  had  in  the  yard?  He 
stated  that  all  the  mechanics  of  the  yard  were 
and  had  been,  with  the  army  from  the  first  alarm; 
that  no  persons  remained  but  the  officers  of  the 
yard,  three  besides  himself,  and  a  very  few  of  the 
ordinary,  chiefly  blacks  ;  that  two  of  the  old  gun- 
boats were  the  ooly  craft  for  transportation  ;  that 
all  the  wagons  in  the  District  had  been  hired  or 
impressed  for  the  army;  and  that  those  blacks 
who  were  usually  to  be  had  for  hire,  were  em- 
ployed on  the  works  at  Bladensburg. 

1  directed  him  to  employ  all  the  means  he  had, 
or  could  procure,  to  load  the  gunboats  with  pro- 
vision and  powder,  and  send  tliem  up  to  the  Lit- 
tle Falls;  employ  as  many  wagons  as  could  be 
cither  hired  or  impressed,  and  convey  as  much  of 
the  navv  powder  as  possible  from  the  magazine, 
on  the  Eastern  Branch,  to  Mr.  Dulany's  barn,  on 
the  Virginia  side  of  the  Puiomac,  about  nine  miles 
above  the  city;  to  direct  Messrs.  Grayson.  Stull, 
and  Williams,  to  transport  the  public  powder  from 
their  work.' to  the  same  place ;  and  to  continue 
transporting  the  most  valuable  and  portable  arti- 
cles from  the  yard  to  any  place  of  safety,  with  all 
the  means  he  could  command. 

The  public  vessels  afloat  at  the  Navy  Yard 
were  the  new  sloop  of  war  Argus,  with  her  guns 
mounted,  her  topmasts  launched,  and  her  kails 
and  detached  equipments  complete  on  shore  in 
store;  the  new  schooner   Lynx   and   three  new 
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barges,  one  of  the  first  and  two  of  the  seccnd 
class,  completely  equipped,  with  the  two  gunboats 
before  mentioned. 

On  the  frlip  was  the  new  frigate  Columbia,  of 
the  largest  class,  caulked,  ready  for  coppering, 
and  nearly  so  for  launching.  Her  masts,  spars, 
tops,  dec,  almost  finished  iu  the  mast  bouse  ;  gun 
carriages  nearly  completed;  her  sails  made,  and 
in  the  loft;  her  rigging  fitted;  blocks  all  made; 
and  her  equipmeni.s,  generally,  in  great  forward- 
ness. 

Besides  the  buildings,  engines,  fixtures,  and  shop 
furniture,  of  the  several  mechanical  branches  in 
the  Navy  Yard,  there  were  about  one  hundred 
tons  of  cordage,  some  canvass,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  saltpetre,  copper,  iron,  Mad,  block  tin, 
blocks,  ship  chandlery,  naval  and  ordnance  stores, 
implements,  and  fixed  ammunition,  with  a  vari- 
ety of  manufactured  articles  in  all  the  branches; 
seventeen  hundred  and  forty-three  barrels  of  beef 
and  pork,  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  barrels 
of  whiskey,  and  a  moderate  slock  of  plank  and 
timber. 

Had  there  been  a  prospect  of  transporting  the 
sloop  of  war  Argus  to  a  place  of  safely,  the  rep- 
resentations of  the  commandant  will  show  that 
he  had  not  the  means  of  transporting  her,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  no  situat^n  iu  which  she 
could  be  placed,  in  which  she  would  not  fall  into 
the  hands  of  tlie  enemy,  in  the  event  of  his  get- 
ting possession  of  the  city.  It,  therefore,  only 
remained  to  endeavor  to  save  all  the  stores  that 
could  be  transporteil,  and  the  small  vessels,  par- 
ticularly the  barges,  if  practicable,  by  running 
them  up  to  the  Little  Falls.  This  was  directed 
to  be  done. 

On  the  22d  the  letter  M  was  received  from 
Commodore  Barney.  In  the  evening  of  that  day 
I  accompanied  the  President  to  General  Winder's 
camp  at  the  Old  Fields,  and  passed  the  night  in 
Commodore  Barney's  tent;  the  army  of  the  ene- 
my at  Upper  Marlborough,  eight  miles  distant. 
On  the  morning  of  the  23d  reviewed  the  seamen 
and  marines,  whose  appearance  and  preparations 
for  battle  promised  all  that  could  be  expected  from 
cool  intrepidity,  and  a  high  state  of  discipline. 

In  the  hope  that  Commodore  Rodgers  might 
arrive  that  evening  at  Baltimore,  and  not  doubt- 
ing that  the  enemy  would  be  retarded  on  his 
march  by  obstacles  and  annoyance,  until  the  sea- 
men from  Baltimore  could  reach  Bladensburg,  I 
wrote  to  Commodore  Rodgers  the  letter  marked 
N,  and  sent  it  by  a  vidette. 

About  two  o'clock  P.  M.  I  accompanied  the 
President  on  his  return  to  the  city,  and,  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  was  informed  of  the  sud- 
den retreat  of  our  army  from  the  Old  Fields  to 
the  city,  over  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  proceeded  to  Gen- 
eral Winder's  quarters,  at  Doctor  Hunter's  house, 
near  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  waere  the  Pres- 
ident, and  the  Secretaries  of  War,  Slate,  and 
Treasury,  soon  after  arrived. 

I  found  Commodore  Barney  employed,  by 
order  of  the  General,  in  planting  his  battery  on 
the  hill,  near  the  head  of  the  bridge.     He  was 


charged  to  defend  that  pass,  and  to  destroy  the 
bridge  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  for  which 
purpose  scows  and  boats,  with  combustible  male- 
rials,  were  placed  under  the  bridge,  ready  to  ex- 
plode. At  this  time  the  enemy  was  apparently 
advancing  on  the  road  to  the  bridge;  but  shorilf 
after,  advice  was  received  that  he  had  turned  off 
on  the  road  towards  Bladensburg,  about  six  milei 
from  that  place.  General  Winder  set  off  for  Bla- 
densburg, leaving  Commodore  Barney,  with  his 
seamen  and  marines,  in  charge  of  the  bridge. 

It  was  soon  observed  that  a  very  efficient  part 
of  the  force  had  been  left  to  destroy  the  Eastern 
Branch  bridge,  which  could  as  well  be  done  by 
half  a  dozen  men  as  by  five  hundred.  The  sub- 
ject was  discussed  by  the  President,  Heads  of  De- 
partment"^, and  Commodore  Barney,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  order  for  his  immediate  and  rapid 
march,  to  join  the  army  near  Bladensburg.  which 
he  reached  just  in  time  lo  form  his  men  for  bat- 
tle. Ciiptain  Creighton  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
bridge,  to  destroy  it  on  the  near  approach  of  the 
enemy. 

1  here  presented,  for  consideration,  the  subject 
of  the  Navy  Yard,  to  the  view  of  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  presence  of  the  Sec- 
retaries of  State  a:id  of  the  Treasury.  I  described 
the  situation  of  the  public  vessels,  and  the  nature 
of  the  public  property  at  that  establishment;  the 
vast  importance  of  the  supplies,  and  of  the  ship- 
ping, to  the  enemy,  particularly  as  there  appear- 
ed to  be  no  doubt  of  his  squadron  forming  a  junc- 
tion with  his  army,  should  it  succeed  in  the  con- 
quest of  the  capital,  (General  Winder  having  dis- 
tinctly stated  on  the  same  morning  that  Fort 
Washington  could  not  be  defended  ;)  and  as,  in 
this  event,  nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  that 
he  would  first  plunder  and  then  destroy  the  build- 
ings and  improvements,  or,  if  unable  to  carry  off 
the  plunder  and  the  shipping,  he  would  destroy 
the  whole;  and  if  the  junction  should  be  formed, 
It  would  a  strong  inducement  to  the  enemy  to 
remain,  in  order  lo  launch  the  new  frigate,  which 
the  force  at  his  command  would  accomplish  ia 
four  or  five  days.  He  would  then  carry  off  the 
whole  of  the  public  stores  and  shipping,  and  de- 
stroy the  establishment,  and,  in  the  meantime, 
greatly  extend  the  field  of  his  plunder  and  devas- 
tation. Thus,  in  either  case,  whether  the  junc- 
tion was  formed,  or  wiiether  the  army  alone  en- 
tered the  city,  the  loss  or  destruction  o(  the  whole 
of  the  public  property  at  the  Navy  Yard  was 
certain. 

It  was  therefore,  distinctly  agreed  and  deter- 
mined, as  the  result  of  this  consultation,  that  the 
public  shipping,  and  naval  and  military  stores, 
and  provisions  at  the  Navy  Yard,  should  be  de- 
stroyed, in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  obtaining 
possession  of  the  city. 

I  went  to  the  Navy  Yard  about  two  o'clock, 
and  ordered  the  commandant  to  prepare  the  ne- 
cessary trains  for  the  destruction  of  the  public 
shipping,  and  of  the  naval  and  military  stores, 
and  provisions,  in  the  Navy  Yard,  and  to  destroy 
the  same,  so  soon  as  he  should  ascertain  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  possession  of  the  city;  first  re* 
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ni<)«ifc|f  such  ajfticles  of  most  value,  as  might  be 
fooiff  practicab)e,  particularly  the  new  barges,  if 
po(i!^ilj|^,  and  thpn  retire  in  his  gig. 

Sjillequent  e-ents  prove  the  justness  of  these 
cootiiniions,  if,  ftideed,  further  evidence  had  been 
at  ajij framing. 

Tlijjonly  Jegaimate  objects  of  the  enterprise 
of  l^fenemyr  tathis  place,  were  the  public  ship- 
pioaliid  the  naval  and  military  establishments; 
and;  jqne  can  bs-lieve  that  these  would  have  es- 
captj>ri.he  torch  ^f  the  destroyer  of  our  civil  edi- 
fice^*! private  rope-walks,  and  everything  in  the 
mosi^ifjmote  deijree  connected  wiih  navigation; 
but.ril-ive  all.  w-iih  the  American  Navy. 

T|ifVjrderfor<he  destruction  of  the  public  ship- 
ping; tiid  propenjr  at  the  Navy  Yard  was  not  is- 
su^d|*lthout  serious  deliberation  and  great  pain 
by  h«|d  under  wliose  auspices  and  direction  those 
nobl^rthips  ban  been  constructed,  and  a  degree 
of  a^^^ity,  usefulness,  and  reputation,  imparled 
to  ih.»^^iablishr<ent,  which  it  had  never  known 
t^efoHj  It  was  civen  under  the  strongest  obliga- 
tiop!<  .|  duty,  It  is  conceived  that  no  military 
maxlijiis  better  established,  nor  duty  better  un- 
dets|44l,  than  tllat  which  enjoins  the  destruction 
of  .)Ui'Jc  ships,  arsenals,  naval  and  military  stores, 
and  j*pvii.ioDs.  ^yhen  thev  can  be  no  longer  de- 
feKdt»Jor  preve.iied  from'  falling  into  the" hands 
of  ilji»  enemy;  nnd  that  this  duly  becomes  the 
moT«fjj*iperaiive,  as  the  ratio  of  the  value  of  the 
obje(^|>-;is  enhanced  to  ihe  enemy.  To  defend 
the  Jjil.j'ping  or  Navy  Yard  was  out  of  the  ques- 
I'OH  ;  111  the  mechanics  and  laborer?  of  the  yard, 
as  yf\k  bs  all  the^seamen  and  marines  in  the  Dis- 
trif^tsfiTe  with  «he  army. 

yit  poramanaant  of  the  Navy  Yard  is  a  cap- 
tain 'iithe  Navy  ;  the  vessels  and  property  were 
unde^^ljis  charg^^  and  command  ;  and  if  no  spe 
cial  ijJer  from  lue  Department  had  been  issued, 
and  I  *iad  suffeced  the  public  shipping  and  pro' 
peril  ;f  have  faOen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
he  w;  ^<!d  have  Ct)mmiiied  a  high  military  crime^ 
for  v/  ith  he  wotild  have  been  amenable  before  a 
cocrt«ariial.  Vhe  objects  which  it  was  proper 
tocltv _^y,  in  order  to  prevent  their  falling  into 
the  Li';ds  of  the;  enemy,  could  not  be  separated 
^roiiH|l|ose  whiQJj  might  have  been  left  for  his 

r'  ftl'""'  L'^^f  y  ^^'^  '"  store,  or  in  the  rnidst 
of  otitU  combustible  materials,  and  the  fire  from 
onn  {AvJld  necextarily  communicate  to  the  other 
lDde|l,:thewhoU  surface  of  the  yard  was  covered 
wiinrjijps,  timbf^-,  pilch,  tar,  and  other  combus- 
libletnialter.  so  i)iat  to  set  fire  to  any  one  object 
musl^Jroduce  thij  successive  conflagration  of  the 
wh,o(. ,  .  ; 

Orj  J.j^turning  i>om  the  Navy  Yard,  towards 
the'  v*1tern  partjof  the  city,  I  learned  that  our 
arrajijfigd  reireajed  by  the  road  to  Tenleytown, 
anj  ilj»<  of  the  tiieray  was  rapidly  advancing  to- 
war(^,i<)e  city.  J  soon  afier  received  a  message 
fromj|iw  Pre»id(iit,  by  Mr.  Tench  Ringgold,  at 
Mr.  (^  irles  CarcoH'a,  informing  me  that'he  had 
proct^  jfd  to  crost;  the  river,  and  requested  that  I 
woulC  (jHow  antr  meei  him  on  the  other  side. 

I  r,  iifned  to  the  city  on  the  morning  of  the 
<8ih,-  tnoiediately  on  hearing  of  the  retreat  of 
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the  enemy,  and  wrote  the  letter  O  to  Commodore 
Rodgcrs. 

The  paper  P  is  a  copy  of  the  detailed  report 
of  the  Commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard,  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  carried  into  execuiioa  the 
order  I  had  given. 

The  barge  he  states  to  have  been  saved  was 
sent  to  Alexandria,  and.  it  appears,  remained  there 
until  the  enemy  took  po>session  of  her. 

One  gunboat  was  sunk  near  Foxall's.  laden 
with  sailed  provisions,  and  has  since  been  re- 
covered. The  other  was  laden  with  provisions 
and  gunpowder,  but  ran  aground  in  the  Eastern 
Branch,  in  attempting  to  transport  her  to  the 
Little  Falls,  and  was  plundered  by  the  inhabitants 
near  the  Navy  Yard  ;  the  powder  and  part  of  the 
provisions  have  since  been  recovered. 

The  new  schooner  Lynx  escaped  the  flames  in 
an  extraordinary  manner,  and  remains  entire. 

The  metallic  article>  have  nearly  all  been  saved, 
including  a  vast  quantity  of  iron  work,  which, 
with  liltle  labor,  will  answer  the  original  purpose. 

The  timber  that  was  in  the  dock  is  saved  ;  and 
agreatde.iiof  thai  which  was-  partially  consumed, 
will  be  useAil. 

Almost  the  wholeof  the  machinery  of  thesteam 
engine  is  reported  to  be  in  good  condition  ;  the 
boiler  is  perfect. 

The  buildings,  with  the  exception  of  the  houses 
of  the  commandant  and  lieutenant  of  ihe  yard, 
the  guard  houses,  and  gateway,  and  one  other 
building,  have  been  destroyed.  The  walls  of 
some  appear  to  be  entire,  and  but  little  injured  j 
of  others  they  are  destroyed. 

The  monument  was  but  slightly  injured. 

Paper  Q  is  a  list  of  the  cannon  ren)aining  per- 
fect in  the  yard,  and  of  those  which  were  injured 
by  the  enemy. 

The  issuing  store  of  the  yard,  and  its  contents, 
which  had  escaped  the  original  conflagration, 
were  totally  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  the  officers  of  the 
yard  to  prepare  their  statements  and  estimates  of 
the  valueof  public  property  destroyed,  which  shall 
be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  the  circumsiances  attending  the  aban- 
donment and  de>truciion  of  Fort  Washington, 
and  the  fate  of  Alexandria.  I  am  no  otherwise 
acquainted  ihan  by  the  accounts  which  have  been 
published. 

After  the  capitulation  of  Alexandria  to  the 
enemy's  squadron,  a  considerable  force,  in  seamen, 
wasordered  from  Baltimore,  (See  letter  R,)  under 
the  command  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  wiih  C-ip- 
tains  Porter.  Perry,  and  Creighton.  The  former 
attacked  and  annoyed  the  enemy  in  Ins  rear,  in 
boats  and  with  Hre  vessels,  whilst  the  other  com- 
manders planted  their  batteries  on  White  House 
Point  and  Indian  Head. 

Those  measurt-s  precipitated  the  departure  of 
the  enemy,  and  greatly  annoyed  him  in  descend- 
ing the  river;  but  there  was  not  time  sufficient 
to  prepare  the  means  to  render  that  annoyance 
ifffciual.  All  that  the  limited  me;»ns  employed 
Could  possibly  effect,  was  accomplished,  by  the 
gallantry,  skill,  and  patriotism,  of  those  distin- 
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guished  officers,  and  the  brave  seamen,  marines, 
and  volunteers,  under  their  command. 

The  measures  pursued  by  this  Department,  in 
order  to  co-operate  in  ihe  defence  of  ihe  Metrop- 
olis, were  not,  in  ihtir  nature,  strictly  sanctioned 
by  the  regulations  and  usagesof  the  naval  service, 
but  were  adopted  with  an  ardent  desire  that  they 
might  prove  efleciual  ;  with  a  certain  knowledge 
that  the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  naval  corps 
would  induce  them  to  seek  the  enemy,  wiih  equal 
vigor  and  cheerfulness,  in  the  field  ason  themain; 
and  a  conviction  that  the  emergency  fully  justi- 
fied any  step  which  could  contribute  to  the  defence 
of  the  National  Capitol. 

Whether  more  or  less  has  been  done  than  duty 
required,  is  cheerfully  and  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

W.  JONES. 

Hon.  R.  M.  JoH.NSON,  Chairman,  <^c. 


Nav\  Yard,  Washinoton. 

October  18,  1814. 

Sir:  On  a  review  of  the  consequences  which 
emanated  from  the  retreat  of  our  army,  and  the 
entrance  of  that  of  the  enemy  into  this  city,  on 
the  iweuty-fourih  of  August  last,  so  far  as  relates 
to  this  establishment,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  general  siatemeiit: 

After  receiving  repeated  contradictory  reports, 
relative  to  the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy, 
during  ihe  afternoon  and  evening  of  iliai  day,  at 
twenty  minutes  pasi  eigta,  P.  .M.,  1  received  in- 
contestable proof  (by  Capiain  Creighton.  and  Mr. 
M.  Booth,  my  clerk,  both  of  whom  had  been  vol- 
untarily active  to  obtain  me  positive  information) 
that  the  enemy  was  in  complete  possession  of  the 
cily,  having  themselves  been  within  the  range  of, 
and  exposed  to.  the  tire  of  his  musketry. 

The  boats  for  our  conveyance  from  the  yard 
being  stationed  according  to  order,  we  immedi- 
ately repaired  down  the  yard,  applying  tire  to  the 
trains  leading  to  the  storehouses,  the  principal  of 
which  were  almost  instantly  in  irresistible  flames. 

Advancing  towards  the  boats,  those  to  the  new 
frigate  Essex,*  and  to  the  sloop  of  war  Argus, 
were  touched,  and  they  also  immediately  envel- 
oped in  a  sheet  of  inextinguishable  fire. 

From  a  momentary  impulse,  and  faint  hope  of 
recovering  the  new  schooner  Lynx.  I  directed  her 
not  to  be  fired,  and  have  the  saiislaciion  to  say. 
that,  by  an  almost  miraculous  escape,  she  is  still 


"ours." 


The  frigate  Essex's  hull,  in  the  shipwright's 
department,  was  very  near  complete,  her  bottom 
ready  for  coppering,  and  she  could  have  been 
launched  in  ten  days;  her  masts  and  spars  were 
nearly  finished,  with  timber  sufficient  on  the 
wharf  to  complete  them  ;  all  her  blocks,  dead-eyes, 
and  the  major  part  of  her  gun  carriages,  ready  ; 
two  suits  ol  her  heavy  sails,  and  nearly  the  same 

•  The  Columbia,  as  deitignated  in  my  report  of  the 
third  instant,  but  called  the  E.isex,  by  the  Command- 
ant, upon  the  presumption  that  her  name  was  to  have 
been  changed. 


quantity  of  her  others,  were  finished  in  the  sail 
loft,  ready  for  bending  ;  her  standing  rigging,  &x^ 
filled  in  ihe  rigging  loff,  and  sufficient  running 
rigging  in  store  for  her  complete  equipment ;  her 
largest  boats  nearly  ready  for  launching;  all  her 
water  casks,  and  every  material  of  cooper's  work, 
ready  to  go  on  board. 

The  sloop  of  war  Argus  lay  at  the  wharf,  with 
all  her  armament  and  equipment  on  board,  except 
her  sails,  which  were  in  the  sail  loft,  and  her  pro- 
visions in  the  stores,  and  therein  consumed  ;  and 
except  her  powder,  which  had  not  been  shipped. 

A  large  quantity  of  limber,  plank,  knees,  &c., 
were  in  difl^ereni  parts  of  ihe  yard, and  ihe  seventy- 
lour  gun  ship  timber,  stored  in  the  appropriate 
sheds,  all  fella  prey  to  the  devouring  element; 
also  one  large  and  one  smaller  row  galley,  both 
armed,  rigged,  and  prepared  for  service  ;  and  three 
heavy  armed  scows,  with  iheir  guns,  dtc.  on  board 
also  ready. 

The  buildings  destroyed  by  the  fire  from  the 
frigate.  <fec..  were,  the  mast  shed  zad  timber  shed  j 
the  joiners' and  boat  builders' shops,  and  mould 
loft ;  all  the  offices ;  the  medical  slor<> ;  the  plumb- 
ers' and  smiths'  shops,  and  blockmakers'  shop; 
ihe  saw  mill  and  block  mill,  with  their  whole 
apparatus,  tools,  and  machinery;  the  building  for 
thesteam  engines,  and  all  liie  combustible  parts 
of  its  machinery  and  materials;  the  rigging  loftj 
the  apartments  for  the  master  and  the  boatswain 
of  the  yard,  with  all  their  furniture  ;  the  gun-car- 
nage makers'  and  painters'  shops,  with  all  the 
materials  and  tools  therein  at  the  time  ;  also,  the 
hulls  of  the  old  frigates  Boston,  New  York,  and 
General  Greene. 

The  storehouses  first  fired  were  the  provision 
stores,  gunner's  and  ordnance  store,  cordage  store, 
and  .sail  lofi ;  which,  with  all  their  perishable 
contents,  were  consumed. 

The  navy  storekeeper's  detail  issuing  store,  con- 
taining in  Its  diflerent  departments  a  large  quan- 
tity ot  new  canvass,  iwine,  lines,  burning,  and 
colors;  together  wilh  all  our  slocks  of  matherna- 
lical  instruments,  and  nautical  apparatus,  apper- 
taining to  navigation  ;  ship  chandlery,  tools,  nails, 
oils,  paints,  <tc.,  had  escaped  tiirough  the  night 
the  eflect  of  the  fire,  but  was  fired  by  the  enemy 
on  the  succeeding  morning,  the  twenty-fifth,  and 
entirely  consumed,  with  all  its  contents ;  as  were 
also  the  coopers'  shop,  two  small  frame  limber 
sheds,  and  that  in  which  our  tar,  pitch,  rosin,  &c., 
were  deposited. 

The  general  loss  of  our  papers  prevents  the 
possibility  of  forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  loss 
in  the  mechanical  departments  heretofore  enu- 
merated. Of  that  relative  to  the  stores  on  hand, 
in  the  navy  storekeeper's  peculiar  charge,  it  is 
presumed  a  tolerable  accurate  estimate  may  be 
formed,  and  will  be  the  subject  of  a  future  com- 
munication, which  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as 
it  is  possible  to  eflect. 

On  my  return  to  the  yard  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
I  had  the  mortification  to  observe,  that  the  provi- 
sions which  had  been  laded  on  board  the  old  gun- 
boat, No.  140.  (and  with  which  she  had  grounded 
in  endeavoring  to  get  out  of  the  Branch,  on  the 
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t^er  It -fourth). had  become  a  prey  to  nutnerous 
u^ai  i»iorized  firsoDs,  some  of  whom,  however, 
instn  ij!y  offered  to  deliver  up  all  m  their  posses- 
sion fhich  wa|i  subsequeniJy  done,  but  several 
b^:r<  ||  are  yet  ip  be  accounted  for. 

'A' subject  of^till  greater  regret  is  the  loss  of 
upv^^^Js  of  twoSiundred  barrels  of  powder,  which 
w«!r.4h^antoDly43d  uoauthorizedly  taken  outoftlie 
m»^    '^ne,  and  (*hiefly  :hrown  into  the  water,  the 

cau«^(|/ which, lvowever,beingunder  investigation 
by  ^Hurt  raarijal.  on  the  corporal  of  the  marine 
gi4a,lihen  ther^,  I  forbear  to  enlarge  on  the  sub- 
jetitjji^my  feelijigs  would  dictate. 
Jjiave  the  i^onor  to  be,  (Lc. 

iv^  ,  THOMAS  TINGE Y. 

■•'>-"  Willia;i  Jones. 


^ 


AVY  YaHD,  WAaaiNQTON, 

«j  I  Augtiit21,\SU. 

\S  I  After  receiving  your  orders  of  the  tweniy- 
fourit,^directino»  the  public  shipping,  stores.  «tc., 
at  l^K•  establisllment,  to  be  destroyed,  in  case  of 
th-r  »|(^ess  of  ll^^e  enemy  over  our  army,  no  time 
Wiis..|ast  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  f.-tVg  the  wicole.  and  preparing  boats  for  de- 
pai'Miff  from  the  yard,  as  you  had  suggested. 

A|i|it  four  P.;M.,  I  received  a  message  by  an 
oftctfi  Urom   th»,  Secretary  of  War,  with  infor- 
nii»t«;|  that  he>"could  protect  me  no  longer." 
Sobri|(^'ter  this  t  was  informed  that  the  confla 
grac^il  of  the  pastern  Branch  bridge  had  com 


property  north  and  east  of  the  yard,  in  its  neigh- 
borhood. I  was  of  opinion,  also,  that  the  close 
of  the  evening  would  bring  with  it  a  calm,  in 
which  happily  we  were  not  disappointed.  Other 
gentlemen,  well  mounted,  volunteered,  as  Captain 
Creighion  had  done,  to  go  out  and  bring  me  posi- 
tive intelligence  of  the  enemy's  situation,  if  pos- 
sible to  obtain  it. 

The  evening  came,  and  I  waited  with  much 
anxiety  (he  return  of  Captain  Creighton,  having 
almost   continual    information    that    the   enemy 
were  in  the  neight)orhood  of  the  marine  barracks  • 
at   the  Capitol  Hill;  and   that  their   ''advance" 
was  near  Georgetown.     I  therefore  determined  to 
wait  only  until  half  past  e.ght  o'clock,  to  com- 
mence the  execution  of  my  orders,  becoming  ap- 
prehensive that  Captain  Creighton  had,  from  his 
long  stay,  fallen  into   the   hands  of  the  enemy 
During  this  delay  I  ordered  a  few  marines,  and 
other   persons  who  were  then    near  me.  to  oq  off 
in  one  of  the  small  galleys,  which  was  done,  and 
the   boat  is  saved.     Colonel  Wharton    had   been 
furnished  with  a  light  boat,  with   which  he  left 
the  ^ard  probably  between  seven  and  eighto'clock 
At  twenty  minutes  pa.^t  eight  Captain  Creighton 
returned;  he   was  still   extremely  averse  to  the 
destruction  of  the  properly,  but  having  informed 
him  that  your  orders  to  me  were  imperative,  the 
proper  di.«.pusiiion  of  the  boats  being  made'  the 
matches  were  applied,  and  m  a  few  moments  the 
whole  was  in  a  state  of  irretrievable  conflagration. 
K.,vVhen  about  leaving  the  wharf  I  observed  the 
fire  had  also  commenced  at  the  works  at  Green- 
leafs  Point,  and   in   the  way  out  of  the  Branch 
we  observed  the  Capitol  on  fire.     It  had  been  my 
intention  not  to  leave  the   vicinity  of  ihe  Navy 
Yard  with  my  boat  during  the  night ;  but,  having 
Captain  Creighton  and  other  gentlemen  with  me 
she  was  too  much  encumbered  and  overladen  to 
render   that  determination    proper.     We.    there- 
fore, proceeded  to  Alexandria,  in   the  vicinity  of 
which  1  roted  till  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when, 

„Kr  f  c    '      1  '  ".■■•'- ^J   "vit  iu»«-    having  also    refreshed    the    pi^'s   crew    wp    Ipft 

riablij  .formed  ^as  unavailing,  unless  they  could    Alexandria  at  half  past  sevfn^'cfock  and   nro- 

brinaii^e  your  >«struct.ons  .n  w..,. .,     ,,,^,^  ,„,,„  ^^  ^^  ^^  y^,^^^  where  I  landed,  un 

molested,  about  a  quarter  before  nine. 

The  schooner  Lynx   had  laid  along  side  the 
burning  wharf  still  unhurt;  hoping,  therefore,  to 


an 

1 


men'-}!;  and,  ii<  a  few  minutes,  the  explosion 
injidMced  the  lijowing  up  of  that  part  near  the 
'dra^**'  as  had  l.^een  arranged  in  the  morning. 

U;iLd  been  f^omul^ated,  as  much  as  in  ray 
POw*4iamong  \\\  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity,  the 
ioter>j||d  fate  of  nhe  yard,  in  order  that  they  might 
take'^Wery  possi&le  precaution  for  the  safety°of 
theni%.Ives,  families,  and  property. 

|a)|i;diately  >:^'veral  individuals  came,  in  suc- 
ceifSKM  endeavoring  to  prevail  on  me  to  devi- 
atfc,  rf||i  my  insuuctions,  which  they  were  inva- 
riablij.1  formed  \5ras  unavailing,  unless  they  cuuld 
bring|i|ie  your  wstructions  m  writing,  counter- 
previo 

i_  _-  tjifespecv-u..^ 
rand,  wh^n  I  found 
id  to  inform  them,  that  any  further  irnpor- 


man»i^i»g  those  previously  given.     A  deputation 

nhe  mosi^j-espectabie  women  came  on  the 

id  myself  painfully  ne- 


also  c 

sar^iQ 

cesjiii 

tumt.^j^would  Ciiuse  the  matches  to  be  instantly 

applKijto  the  trains;    with  assurance,  however, 

^^/^wTI^'  *'  ^^*^*''  ^  ^''^"''^  '^^'^y  '^«  execution 
u  '.'^if^'"'^*"  ^i  long  as  I  could  feel  the  least 
shfrdi,..^of  justification.  Captain  Creighton's  ar- 
nvuHiitbe  yard  with  the  men  who  had  been 
wi^h  jAm    at    tl^i    bridge,    (probably   about  five 

0  ckOt:|J  would  hjive  justified  me  in  instant  opera- 
tion, i||i  he  alsorwas  strenuous  in  the  desire  to 
obv:iaJ|ihe  inienjied  destruction,  and  volunteered 
to  rn3«i)ut  and  jam  me  positive  information  as 
to  uhe^tsition  ofuhe  enemy,  under  the  hope  that 
our'arJi»y  might  Jiave  rallied  and  repulsed  them. 

1  w^..iiyself,  injleed,  desirous  of  delay,  for  the 
reafcoiijrhat  the  w^nd  was  then  blowing  fresh  from 
the.solh-south^^tst,  which  would  mo^'st  probably 
have  Kused    tht»  destruction  of  ail  the  private 


save  her,  we  hauled  her  to  the  quarter  of  the 
hulk  of  the  ^t^  York,  which  had  also  escaped 
the  ravages  of  the  fiames.  The  dHail-issuing 
store  of  the  Navy  Storekeeper  had  remained  safe 
rom  the  fire  during  the  night,  which  the  enemy, 
(being  in  force  in  the  yard,)  about  eight  o'clock, 
set  fire  to,  and  it  was  .speedily  consumed 

It  appeared  that  they  had  left  the  yard  about 
halt  an  hour  when  we  arrived.  I  found  my 
dwelling-house,  and  that  of  Lieutenant  Haradan 
untouched  by  hre  ;  but  some  of  the  people  of  the 
neighborhood  had  commenced  plundering  them; 
therefore,  hastily  collecting  a  tew  person?  known 
to  me,  I  got  some  of  my  most  valuable  materials 
moved  to  neighbor.,'  houses  out  of  the  yard,  who 
tendered  me  their  offers  t»r  receive  them;  the 
enemy's  officer  having  declared  private  property- 
sacred.     Could  I  have  staid  another  hour.  I  had 
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probably  saved  all  my  furniture  and  stores;  but 
being  advised  by  some  friends  that  I  was  not  safe, 
they  believing  that  the  Admiral  was,  by  that 
time,  or  would  very  speedily  be,  informed  of  my 
being  in  the  yard;  he  having  e.Tpressed  an  anx- 
ious desire  to  make  me  captive;  but  had  said 
that  the  officiers'  dwellings  in  the  yard  should  not 
be  destroyed. 

I,  therefore,  again  embarked  in  the  gig,  taking 
along,  out  of  the  Branch,  one  of  the  new  launche.s, 
which  lay  safe,  although  alongside  of  a  floating 
stage  enveloped  in  fiames.  I  had  no  sooner  gone 
than  such  a  scene  of  devastation  and  plunder 
took  place,  in  the  houses,  (by  the  people  of  the 
neighborhood,)  as  is  disgraceful  to  relate;  not  a 
moveable  article  from  the  cellars  to  the  garrets 
has  been  left  us.  and  even  some  of  the  fixtures, 
and  the  locks  of  the  doors,  have  been  shamefully 
pillaged.  Some  of  the  perpetrators,  however, 
have  been  made  known  to  me. 

From  the  number  and  movements  of  the  ene- 
my it  would  have  appeared  rash  temerity  to 
have  attempted  returning  again  that  day,  though 
my  inclination  strongly  urged  it;  therefore,  re- 
connoitering  their  motions,  as  well  as  could  be 
effected  at  a  convenient  distance,  in  the  gig,  until 
evening,  I  again  proceeded  to  Alexandria  Tor  the 
night. 

Yesterday  morning,  the  26:h,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  form  (from  the  various  and  contradictory 
reports  at  Alexandria)  any  sort  of  probable  con- 
jecture, either  of  the  proceedings  or  situation  of 
our  army,  or  that  of  the  enemy. 

Determining,  therefore,  to  have  a  positive 
knowledge  of  some  part  thereof,  from  ocular 
demonstration.  I  again  embarked  in  the  gig.  pro- 
ceeding with  due  caution  to  the  yard,  where  I 
learned  with  chagrin  the  devastation  and  pillage 
before  mentioned,  and  found, also,  to  my  surprise, 
that  the  old  gunboat,  which  had  been  loaded  with 
provisions,  and  grounded  in  endeavoring  to  get 
out  of  the  Branch,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th. 
was  nearly  discharged  of  her  cargo  by  a  number 
of  our  people,  without  connexion  with  each 
other. 

Having  landed  in  the  yard  I  soon  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  had  left  the  city,  excepting  only 
a  sergeant's  guard,  for  the  security  of  the  sick 
and  wounded.  Finding  it  impracticable  to  stop 
the  scene  of  plunder  that  had  commenced,  I  de- 
termined instantly  on  repossessing  the  yard,  with 
all  the  force  at  my  command;  repairing,  there- 
fore, immediately  to  Alexandria,  Lieutenant  Har- 
adan, the  ordinary  men, and  a  few  marines  there, 
were  ordered  directly  up,  following  myself,  and 
got  full  possession  again  at  evening. 

I  am  now  collecting  the  scattered  purloined 
provisions,  ready  for  your  orders,  presuming  they 
will  now  become  very  scarce  indeed;  the  quan- 
tity saved,  you  shall  be  informed  of.  when  known 
to  me. 

The  Lynx  is  safe,  except  her  foremast  being 
carried  away,  in  the  storm  of  the  25th.  about  four 
P.  M.  We  have  also  another  of  the  gunboats, 
with  about  one  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  and 
one  of  the  large  yard  cutters,  nearly  full  with  the 


filled  cylinders,  for  our  different  guns,  previously 
mounted.  The  powder  of  those,  however,  is 
probably  much  wetted  by  the  storm.  I  would 
most  willingly  have  an  interview  with  you,  but 
deem  it  improper  to  leave  my  station  without 
some  justifiable  cause,  or  in  pursuance  of  your 
instructions,  under  which  I  am  ready  to  proceed 
wherever  my  services  may  be  thought  useful. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  TINGEY. 
Hon.  W.  JoNEe. 

P.  S.  Sunday  morning,  28/A.— After  terminat- 
ing the  foregoing,  last  evening,  I  had  scarcely 
laid  down  my  pen  when  a  smart  cannonading 
commenced  at,  or  from.  Fort  Washington  ;  which 
continued  from  heavy  cannon,  until  after  seven 
o'clock,  during  which  it  appeared  as  if  two  or 
three  severe  explosions  had  taken  place.  No 
doubt  that  it  was  between  the  enemy's  fri<Tates 
and  the  fort ;  but  as  to  the  result  I  am  entirely 
without  information;  nor  have  I  at  command 
the  means  of  obtaining  it;  the  wind  blowing  too 
fresh  up  the  river  for  a  light  boat  to  make  any 
progress  down.  I  shall  hire  sufficient  hands,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  and  collect  all  the  materials 
unhurt  by  the  fire;  which  shall  be  suitably  de- 
posited and  protected.  T.  T. 


Farm  at  Elk  Ridge, 

August  29,  1814. 
Sik:  This  is  the  first  moment  I  have  had  it  in 
my  power  to  make  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  forces  under  my  command  since  1  had  the 
honor  of  seeing  you  at  the  camp  at  the  "Old 
Fields."  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  we  were 
informed  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  upon  us. 
The  army  was  put  under  arms,  and  our  positions 
taken;  my  forces  on  the  right,  flanked  by  the 
two  battalions  of  the  36ih  and  38th,  where  we 
remained  some  hours;  the  enemy  did  not  make 
his  appearance.  A  little  before  sunset  General 
Winder  came  to  me,  and  recommended  that  the 
heavy  artillery  should  be  withdrawn,  with  the 
exception  of  one  twelve-pounder  to  cover  the  re- 
treat. We  took  up  our  line  of  march;  and,  in 
the  night,  entered  Washington  by  the  Eastern 
Branch  bridge.  I  marched  my  men.  &c.,  to  the 
Marine  barracks,  and  took  up  quarters  for  the 
night,  myself  sleeping  at  Commodore  Tingey's, 
in  the  Navy  Yard.  About  two  o'clock  General 
Winder  came  to  my  quarters,  and  we  made  some 
arrangements  for  the  morning.  In  the  morning 
1  received  a  note  from  General  Winder,  and 
wailed  upon  him.  He  requested  me  to  take  com- 
mand, and  place  my  artillery  to  defend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bridge  on  the  Eastern  Branch,  as  the 
enemy  was  approaching  the  city  in  that  direc- 
tioQ.  I  immediately  put  my  guns  in  position, 
leaving  the  marines  and  the  rest  of  my  men  at 
the  barracks  to  wait  further  orders.  I  was  m 
this  situation  when  I  had  the  honor  to  meet  you, 
with  the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments, 
when  It  wag  determined  1  sliould  draw  off  my 
guns  and  men,  and  proceed  towards  Bladeusburg, 
which  was  immediately  put  idto  execution.     On 
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auf^vay  I  waaj informed  the  enemy  was  wiihin  a 
njJ|of  Bladerjbburg  ;  we  hurried  on.     The  day 


\VMhot,and  iny  men  very  much  crippled  from 
th«ievere  matiches  we  had  experienced  the  days 
l>e$.»?,  many  c(('  ihem  being  wiihoui  shoes,  which 
I    i»4   replace^    that   morning.     I    preceded   the 
ratu'land  wheij  I  arrived  at  the  line,  which  sep- 
ar«ii$   the   District   from    Maryland,   ihe    battle 
b^g«.     I  seniSan  officer   back  to   hurry  on   ray 
meAf  they  car»e  up  in  a  trot;  we  took  our  pobi- 
tio^lii  the  risijg  ground;  put  the  pieces  in  bat- 
terv|)>osted  tl^e  marines  under  Captain  Miller; 
and  ,;.e  flotilla  )nen,  who  were  to  act  as  infaoiry' 
und#  their  ow*  officers,  on  ray  right,  to  support 
the  ilfcee,  and  Raited  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Djrii^   this  p^iod    the    engagement  continued, 
and  fie  enemy  tidvaocing,  our  own  army  retreat- 
ing '.^^fore    the*'n    apparently  in  much  disorder. 
At  l«^th  the  etiemy  made  his  appearance  on  the 
maulfuad.  in  force,  and  in  front  of  my  battery, 
-- '  H  seeing -us,  made  a   halt.     I  reserved  our 
|n   a   fevH   minutes   the   enemy   again  ad- 
),  when  I  ordered  an  eighteen-pounder  to 
'^d,    whict    completely    cleared    the    road; 
,}  after  a  Second  and  a   third  attempt  was 
raud^by  the  enC-my.  to  come  forward,  but  all  were 
de:tr4yfed.     Tli^y  then  crossed  over  into  an  open 
field. ^,,id  attempted   to  flank  our  right;  he  was 
there|Det  by  three  twelvepounders,'ihe  marines 
uadelp-Jpiain  Miller,  and  my  men,  acting  as  in- 
fHUtrlf  and  aga^in   was  totally  cut   up.     By  this 
tia»ej.*ji  a   vestige  ol  the   American    army   re- 
main .^,  except  a    body  of  five  or  six   hundred, 
posle4.oa  a    he{ght,  on  my  right,  from  whom  1 
«xpecljd  much  support  froni  tneir  tine  situation, 
Thf^ienemy,  ffom  this  period,  never  appeared 
in  furfc  in  front  ijf  us ;  they  pushed  forward  their 
sharp'tjooters,  olieof  which  shot  my  horse  under 
me»;  j^^io  fell  d^ad    between    two   of  my  guns. 
The  emibmy,  whi;  had  been  kept  in  check  by  our 
fire,  1^   nearly   ^alf  an  hour,  now  began  to  out- 
tlauk  fif  on  the  rpght ;  our  guns  were  turned  that 
w 
h 


atHJ, 
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obeyed;  one  only  remained.     In  a  short  time  I 
observed  a   British  soldier,  and    had   him  called 
and  directed  him  to  seek  an  officer  ;  in  a  few  min- 
utes an  officer  came.  and.  on  learning  who  I  was 
brought  General   Ross  and  Admiral  Cockburn  to' 
me.     Those  officers  behaved  to  me  with  the  most 
raarked  attention,  respect,  and  politeness,  had  a 
surgeon   brought  and  my  wound  dressed  imme- 
diately.    After  a  few  minutes'  conversation   the 
General  informed   me  (after  paying  me  a  hand- 
some complimeni)  that  I  was  paroled,  and  at  lib- 
erty to  proceed  to  Washington  or  Bladensburg; 
as,  aljo.  Mr.  Huffington,  who  had  remained  with 
me,  offering  me  every  assistance  in   his   power 
giving  orders  for  a  litter  to  be  brought,  m  which 
1  was  carried   to  Bladensburg.     Captain  Wain- 
wright,  first  captain    to  Admiral  Cochrane     re- 
mained with  me,  and  behaved   to  me  as  if  I  was 
a  brother.     During  the  stay  of  the  enemy  at  Bla- 
detjsburg.  I  received  every  marked  attention  pos- 
sible from  the  officers  of  the  navy  and  army 

My  wound  is  deep,  but  I  flatter  myself  noi 
dangerous;  the  ball  is  not  yet  extracted.  I  fondly 
hope  a  few  weeks-  will  restore  me  to  health,  and 
that  an  exchange  will  take  place,  that  I  may  re- 
sume my  command,  or  any  other  that  you  and 
the  President  may  think  proper  tu  honor  me 
with.     Yours,  respectfully 

JOSHUA  BAR.NEY. 
Hon.  VV.  Jo.NEs. 


Jauk  (of  on  the  rpght ;  our  guns  were  turned  th 
ivay;jhe  pushei^  up  the  lull,  about  two  or  three 
luudff  J,  towards  the  corps  of  Americans  sta- 
tiooeitas  above  (j[escribed  ;  who,  to  my  great  mor- 
tificatfcin,  niade'^no  resistance,  giving  a  fire  or 
two,  a|i«l  reiiredi  In  this  situation  we  had  the 
wholeiymy  of  i;ie  enemy  to  contend  with.  Our 
amiiiU|iilion  wav  expended,  and,  unfortunately, 
the  drivers  of  my  ammunition  Wdgons  had  gone 
lie  general  panic.  At  this  time  I  received 
i!  wound  i,j  my  thigh  ;  Caplain  Miller  was 
woipn<  c-d  ;  Sailir>gmaster  Warner  killed  ;  Aciin<' 
Sai.'iQ  master  .M'.irtin  killed,  and  Sailingmaste'r 
Marti;  woundedr,  but,  to  the  honor  of  my  offi- 
cers ^(1  men.  as  fast  as  their  companions  and 
messn  |es  fell  a|  the  guns,  they  were  instantly 
replacf  t  from  ih#  infantry 

'ly    nt..    ,_...^ J    .„   „„. 

A  defence,  I  gave  orders  to 


off  in 
a  seve 


Fid|»ng  the  iuemy  now  completely  in  our 
rear,  alj  no  me*ns  ot  defence,  I  ga 
cny  of^oers  and;  men  to  retire.  Three  of  my 
oflacerjAassisted  n|e  to  get  off  a  short  distance,  but 
the  gr.jlrt  loss  of  "blood  occasioned  such  a  weak- 
ness t»it  I  was  .'compelled  to  lie  down.  1  re- 
quesiecR  my  officers  to  leave  me,  which  they  ob- 

snauitlf  refused  ;' but,  upon  being  ordered,  ihey 
-  » 

■■\       :■ 


No.  10. 

Utters  from  General  Van  Neti,  Doctor  Cattett,  and 
John  Law,  Esquire. 

General  Van  Ness's  Statement. 

Washington,  Ayr,  23.  1814. 
Sir:  To  your  request  to  rae  to  '"report  to  the 
committee  appointed   to   inquire  into  the  causes 
which   led   to  the  success  of  the   enemy  against 
this  ciiy,  <fcc.,  such  information,  facts,  and  views 
as  are   in    my  power,"   I    would    have  answered 
sooner,  making  such  report,  but  for  a  very  severe 
and  protracted  nervou:,  attack,  and  a  consequent 
considerable  accumulation  of  indispensable   pri- 
vate  business.     In   the  narrative  which   I   have 
now  the  honor  to  cransmit  you.  1  shall,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  case,  be  drawn  into  an  ego- 
tism, which,  I  trust,  the  committee  will  be  eood 
enough  to  excuse.  * 

In  the  campaign  of  1813  we  had   a  call  from 
the  War  Department,  produced  by  the  approach 
of  the  eneriiy  in   the  Potomac,  for  a  part  of  the 
railitia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  ibich  was 
promptly  attended  to  on  our  part;  but,  owing  to 
the   great  want  of  preparation    by  the  Govern- 
ment in  respect  to  arms,  ammunition,  camp  equi- 
page, provisions,  and  the  consequent  delays  and 
confusion,  the  troops  would  have  been  inadequate 
to  an   efficient   resistance,  until  after   they   had 
been  out  some  days-that  fact,  and  those  circum- 
st.nces,  were  then  evident  to  all.     The  incom- 
petency of  Ii  ort  Washington,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river,  a  few  miles  below  Alexandria,  and  the 
necessity  of  its  improvement,  were  then  seen,  and 
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freely  spoken  of  by  Secretary  Armstrong.  In- 
deed, the  importance  and  necessity  of  erecting  a 
new  fortification  or  battery  at  some  one  of  the 
several  favorable  sites  on  the  river,  so  as  com- 
pletely to  shut  out  from  the  upper  part  of  it.  or 
repel  a  hostile  fleet,  was  strongly  and  repeatedly 
suggested  and  admitted  by  the  Secretary.  He 
frequently  told  me,  then  and  afterwards,  substan- 
tially, that  he  had  '*  such  a  project,  and  was  about 
to  execute  it;  that  he  was  only  balancing  be- 
tween several  different  points  which  had  been 
proposed  or  presented  to  his  view,  and  he  believed 
he  must  go  down  himself  to  reconnoitre  and  se- 
lect." After  the  lapse  of  some  time,  not  seeing 
or  hearing  of  any  step  towards  the  execution  of 
this  project,  I  several  times  reminded  hiraofit, 
and  he,  as  often,  still  encouraged  me,  by  words, 
to  expect  it,  while  he,  generally  otherwise,  ap- 
peared rather  indifferent,  and  expressed  an  opin- 
ion that  the  enemy  would  not  come,  or  even  seri- 
ouslv  attempt  to  come  to  this  District. 

About  the  opening  of  the  present  campaign, 
I  pressed  again  upon  the  Secretary  the  subject 
generally  of  our  defence,  suggesting,  in  addition 
to  the  occlusion  of  the  river,  the  convenience  and 
importance  of  a  central  camp,  intermediate  be- 
tween Baltimore,  Annapolis,  Washington,  Alex- 
andria, Georgetown,  and  the  neighboring  towns 
and  country.  And,  in  frequent  interviews,  (in 
number,  to  be  sure,  very  much  increased  by  ihe 
importunate  applications  and  solicitations  to  me. 
of  both  the  civil  and  the  military  branches  of  the 
community,  whose  confidence  in  the  Secretary 
appeared,  at  an  early  period,  at  best  wavering,  if 
not  declining.)  sometimes  official,  at  other  times 
not  so,  which   I  had  with  him.  as  the  campaign 

Progressed,  I  did  not  fail  to  repeat  the  suggestion, 
still  received  assurances,  generally  verbally, 
favorable,  accompanied  by  an  otherwise  apparent 
indifference,  and  confidence  in  our  security.  In 
April  last.  Colonel  Clinch,  with  about  one  hun- 
dred men,  (I  believe  recruits,)  arrived  in  this 
city,  where  he,  with  those  troops,  together  with 
a  few  hundred  who  had  been  garrisoned  through 
the  Winter  at  Greenleal's  Point,  remained  en- 
camped for  a  few  weeks.  This  was  the  only 
force  of  a  regular  character,  excepting  a  small 
marine  corps  attached  to  the  Navy  Yard,  which 
1  recollect  had  been  at  all  stationary  in  the  place, 
and  even  the  greater  part  of  that  was  here  only 
at  a  season  when  there  was  no  actual  danger,  or 
even  apprehension  of  it,  and  the  whole  was  pre- 
sently sent  to  the  Northern  frontiers. 

Sometime  in  June  last,  the  enemy  appearing 
in  or  about  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent,  the  Sec- 
tary of  War  called  on  me  for  a  detachment  of 
militia.  Several  companies  of  light  troops  were 
immediately,  in  conformity  with  his  instructions, 
ordered  and  marched  to  that  river.  After  a  short 
period  of  service,  and  the  departure  of  the  enemy, 
they  were  discharged. 

Thus  had  the  campaign  progressed,  without 
any  visible  steps  towards  works  of  defence,  either 
permanent  or  temporary,  either  on  the  land  or 
the  water  side,  (I  never  having  heard  of  a  spade 
or  an  axe  being  struck  in  any  such  operation,)  or 


towards  forming  a  rendezvous  or  camp  of  regu- 
lar troops  in  the  neighborhood,  to  the  great  anx- 
iety, inquietude,  and  alarm  of  the  District  and 
surrounding  country;  the  Secretary  generally 
treating  with  indifference,  at  least,  if  not  with 
levity,  the  idea  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy. 

When  the  conclusion  of  European  hostilities, 
and  the  rumors  and  accounts  of  expeditions  fit- 
ting out  for  this  country  by  England,  excited 
apprehensions  more  general  and  more  serious 
than  before.  I  again  renewed  the  subject  of  our 
defence,  and  it  was  still  treated  by  him  as  before. 
I  had  occasionally,  though  seldom,  introduced  it 
personally  to  the  President  himself,  who.  with- 
out going  much  into  particulars,  referred  rae, 
generally,  on  that  subject,  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, on  which  he  seemed  fully  to  rely  (or  the 
proper  arrangements.  In  my  anxiety  and  solici- 
tude I  also  occasionally  mentioned  this  business 
to  Secretary  Monroe,  who  always  appeared  to 
take  a  warm  interest  in  it,  and  gave  me  strong 
assurances  that  he  would  do  "everything  that  he 
could  with  propriety  do."  At  length,  nothing 
visible  having  yet  been  done,  and  the  danger  be- 
ing supposed  constantly  to  increase,  about  the 
latter  end  of  June,  or  beginning  of  July  last,  I 
inquired  of  Secretary  Monroe  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  Government  toabandon  and  sacrifice 
the  District  or  not,  adding,  that  if  it  were  so,  it 
would  be  well  fur  us,  at  least,  to  know  it.  He 
answered  me,  that,  so  far  from  it,  every  inch  of 
ground  about  it  was  determined  to  be  contested, 
and  the  last  drop  of  blood  to  be  spilt  in  its  de- 
fence. He  said  it  was  decided  (I  then  understood 
or  inferred  that  there  had  been  a  recent  Cabinet 
consultation  on  the  subject)  to  form  a  camp  of 
regular  troops,  say  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand, at  a  central  position,  such  as  I  have  before 
spoken  of;  who,  together  with  the  local  troops, 
would  constitute  an  adequate  defence  for  the  sur- 
rounding points,  to  either  of  which  they  might 
be  promptly  and  conveniently  drawn.  When  I 
saw  Secretary  Armstrong  again  soon  afterwards, 
I  expressed  my  satisfaction  at  what  I  had  thus 
understood.  He  confirmed  the  information,  and 
added  that  there  would  al>o  be  drawn  from  Car- 
lisle about  two  hundred  cavalry,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Lavall.  In  answer  to  ray  inquiry,  when 
we  might  expect  them,  he  said  the  troops  were 
ordered  on,  and  would  begin  to  assemble  in  a  few 
days'  time,  and  that  orders  had  been  given  to  pro- 
cure horses  for  those  of  the  cavalry  corps  who 
were  not  yet  mounted.  This  period,  however, 
elapsed  without  the  arrival  of  any  of  thera. 
There  appeared  not  to  be  taken  into  the  calcula- 
tion a  small  detachment  or  fragment  or  two,  of  a 
regiment  or  two  of  the  regular  array,  who  were 
in  some  part  of  the  neighboring  country,  and 
who,  at  best,  were  supposed  to  be  very  inefficient. 
I  afterwards,  several  times,  reminded  Secretary 
Armstrong  of  our  disappointment,  considering 
the  strong  assurances  given  us,  6ic.;  and  I  sug- 
gested the  utility  and  propriety  of  ordering  out 
our  militia  in  successive  or  alternate  detach- 
ments. I  further  informed  him  (which  I  was 
authorized  to  do,  by  the  pressing,  voluntary  oflera 
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li  <i,',(  ;m  ur 

\enii  )^t* 
ScJt  1%  tir 
lold  'a/  thai  \jt»n 
neigt|jrhood  of-ll 
that  ifi  enemy  ye 


of  tn)^  '  of  ray  ftllow-citizens)  that  both  the  citi- 
zenM;^  (J  troops  of  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
readt^);  nd  anxio^is  to  be  made  use  of,  in  any  way 
that'plie  Government  might  prescribe  or  direct 
for  jlji^  public  Kood.  He  continued  to  tell  me 
that  iii;  troops  would  soon  be  on.  To  my  inqui- 
ries niiui  the  ca.valry.  more  than  once,  he  replied 
th^t,^.|  had  senf  orders  for  purchasing  horses  to 
mijut^Uhe  corpjj,  and  that  it  would  soon  be  here. 
CoJt|i4<^  Lavall  did  not,  however,  arrive  here  un- 
til air  ;j^  or  two  after  the  enemy  bad   landed  at 

me  in  July  last,  the  Secretary  of  War 
told  'ri/'  that  Gi»neral  Winder  (who  was  in  tlie 
he  Patuxent)  had  informed  him 
ere  ascending  that  river  in  force, 
and  ji'^t  he(Gei]er*il  Winder)  required  as  many 
of  ih«^lmilitia  of  ihe  District  uf  Columbia  as  could 
be  p»|^ured  should  be  immediately  sent  to  him; 
and  fjf^  Secretary  directed  me  to  order  out  three 
comiif  les  to  sahsfy  this  call,  which  was  imme- 
diatt^j  iJone.  Alter  having  been  in  service  nine 
days|^'  ey  were  discharged. 

A  wV  1/  weeks  before  the  incursion  of  the  enemy 
here|i<  project  was  originated  among  the  hanks, 
geneyii  y.  of  the  District,  to  offer  the  G(jvernraent 
a  lo^l'for  its  defence.  The  Secretary  was  in- 
form{[|i  uf  It  in  its^rogress,  and  appeared  to  approve 
it,  ulj^-ving  that  the  arrangement  must  be  made 
with*  ij  he  Treasury  Department.  Although. 
owinVlfo  the  ne(<essity  of  some  formalities  at  the 
offict^4»tnd  the  tedious  delays  in  collecting  the 
genjetllj  sentime|it  of  the  different  banks,  as  to 
certaJlj  arrangejients  and  terms  among  them- 
selfe^l^his  project  was  not  matured  until  about 
a  Mieiiibefore  tb^*  capture  of  the  city,  the  Secre- 
tary «JjVVar  wai  informed  that  the  money  would 
certa^..  y  be  rai>^d.  This  was  done  without  any 
jsestion  from  any  branch  of  the 
«ie  want  of  means  for  an  adequate 
^"i  I  recollect  the  Secretary  of 
Warr3|id.  some  time  before,  in  a  conversation  I 
intfc|li*:ed  relaij/e  to  the  purchase  of  some  more 
grauji^labout  Fyrt  Washington  for  an  extension 
of  thv^^yorks.  ob^rved.  substantially,  that  the  pro- 
prietj^^jiskedtoojnuch  for  it.  considering  hov/  poor 
the  (t^ternment^was.  and  that,  if  we  found  it  was 
reallii^»4anted  in  |iny  pressiogemergeocy, it  would, 
of  ftOM^V**.  be  taki-n  and  used. 

4^Mi?t^?  inj.\ugust  last,  when  the  increas< 
au4  ^|«forced  tfret,  with  the  troops,  ascended  tl 
Ch^^iake,  anc{  were  known,  from  authentic  i 


certa^i..  y  oe  rai>^i 
intFr]l.(ijun  or  su«< 
Gov44i™'ent,  of  hn 
defetfv   althout^'i 


kncvtiiiaval  ao(|  reputed  land  force  of  the  enemy. 

•CiAJiel  Lavajl  has  tince  informed  me  that  no 
eff(ffrt|itff  means  Were  taken  to  mount  his  men,  not- 
wul»s',^mg  his  ifrequent  applications  to  the  War 
De(^^r^  t;nt  for  th.it  purpose  ;  and  that,  learning  that 
the  c  ij^y  was  aftualiy  approaching  us,  he,  on  his 
owri  r  >5jonsibility -adopted  means  for  procuring  horses, 
o\  th  >'>ur  of  the  pccasioij,  or  he  could  not  have  been 
oo  ft  J,  I  for  the  particular  service. 


^1 


he  probably  meant  to  strike  a  serious  blow.  His 
reply  was,  *' oh  yes!  by  G— d,  they  would  not 
come  with  such  a  fleet  without  meaning  to  strike 
somewhere,  but  they  certainly  will  not  come  here  ; 
what  the  d — 1  will  they  do  here,"  <Scc.  After  re- 
marking that  I  differed  very  much  from  him,  as 
to  the  probable  interest  they  felt  in  destroying  or 
capturing  our  Seat  of  Government,  nod  that  I 
believed  a  visit  to  this  place  would,  for  several 
reasons,  be  a  favorite  object  with  them,  he  ob- 
served, ••  no.  no  !  Baltimore  is  the  place,  sir ;  that 
is  of  so  much  more  consequence." 

The  public  confidence  in  the  Secretary  of  War 
had,  for  .«-orae  time,  been  evidently  rapidly  decli- 
ning, and  the  frequent  and  unreserved  expressions 
by  individuals  to  that  effect,  sometimes  temperate, 
and  sometimes  otherwise,  were  really  disagreea- 
ble and  troublesome  tome.  The  President  must, 
I  presume,  have  been  aware  of  the  fact  of  this 
want  or  decline  of  confidence,  as  well  from  the 
ordinary  sources  of  information,  as  from  that 
which  I  have  understood  (from  one  of  the  mem- 
bers themselves)  he  received  from  a  joint  com- 
mittee or  deputation  of  the  municipal  authorities 
of  the  city  of  Georgetown,  who  had,  sometime 
before,  a  formal  interview  with  him,  relative  to 
the  general  state  of  the  District. 

On  the  18ih  of  August  last,  I  furnished  Secre- 
tary Monroe,  at  his  request,  and  by  instructions  of 
Secretary  Armstrong,  with   two  small  troops  of 
horse,  lo  accompany   him  to  the  Patuxent.     On 
the  same  day,  General  Winder  (after  a  conference 
with  me,  in  which  he  was  hesitating  and  undeci- 
ded as  to  the  force  he  might  want  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  in  which  I  advised  him, 
unequivocally,  to  call  for  all  us  militia)  required 
my  whole  division  of  troops.     They  were  accord- 
ingly   immediately    ordered  out.     Beginning  to 
suspect,  from  circumstances,  that  some  difliculty 
might  arise  between  General  Winder  and  myself, 
on  the  score  of   command,  and  not  meaning  to 
create  any  not  absolutely  necessary.  I  determined 
not  to  raise  the  point  until  it  should  become  cer- 
tain that  my  troops  were  to  go  into  actual  opera- 
tion.    It  soon   became  so.  by  the  near  and  direct 
approach  of  the  enemy  lo  the  city.     I  then  called 
on  General   Winder,  and,  after  observing  to  him 
that,  all  my  tro^aps   being  in  service.  I  considered 
myself  so  al.so.  (as  I  was  part  of.  or  inseparably 
connected  with,    the  division.)  I   informed   him 
that  I  should,  of  course,  expect  to  take  the  com- 
mand the  law  had  assigned  to  me,  of  the  whole, 
which  I  was  prepared   to  do.     He  replied  that  I 
would  certainly  be  entitled  to  the  command,  if  I 
were  really  in  service  ;  and  that  he  would,  in  such 
case,  yield  it  to  me  cheerfully,  and  without  hesi- 
tation :  but  he  said  he  did  not  consider  me  neces- 
sarily in  service,  because  the  two  brigades  (which 
composed  the  whole)  of  my  division  had  been  re- 
quired, and   were  in  the  field  ;  and,  inasmuch  as 
this  military  district  had  been  committed  to  fum, 
he  was  compelled  to  retain  the  command,  until 
he  should    be  regularly  notified    by  the  Govern- 
ment that  an  officer  of  superior  rank  was  actually 
in  service  within  the  district.     General   Winder, 
in  a  conversation  of  some  minutes   between  us, 
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made  a  distinction  (which  I  could  not  compre- I  all  was  so  important  ;  and.  at  the  same  lime  whilst 
hend)  between  calling  or  having  the  two  brigades  I  I  held  my  commission  of  Major  General,  not  be- 
of  mv  division  in  service,  and  calling  or  having  I  ingableto  serve  under  General  Winder,  I  instantly 
thedivisionitself,  which  consisted  wholly  of  those  I  sent  my  resignation  to  the  Secretary,  taking  an 
two  brigades.  In  support  of  this  claim  to  the  1  early  opportunity  of  asvurin?  General  Winder 
command  of  my  division,  he  instanced  the  case  ,  that,  although  I  felt  the  injury  done  me,  there 
of  General  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  who.  although  a  .  was  nothing  personal  in  my  moiives,  and,  further, 
considerable  part  of  bis  troops  were  in  requisition  I  offering  and  pledging  myself  to  him  for  any  ser- 
and  service  had  not  claimed  the  command,  al-  j  vice  in  my  power,  either  cUHl  or  military,  which 
thou<rh  hesaid  he  had.  at  first,  raadesome  intima-  I  thepublicexigenciesmighi  require.*  I  continued 
tion'to  that  effect.  I  observed,  that  General  j  tosee  General  Winder  occasionally,  as  before,  and 
Smith's  conduct  might  be  explained  by  the  cir-    to  be  astonished  at  ihe  apparent  sluggishness  or 


cumsiance  of  his  whole  division  not  being  in  ser- 
Tice.  I  concluded  my  interview  wiih  General 
Winder  by  informing  him  that  I  would  imme- 
diately apply  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  deter- 
mine the  principal  fact  on  which  the  case  rested, 
whether  I  was  or  was  not  in  service,  and  thus  to 


procrastination  in  the  preparation  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  enemy,  who  was  on  his  advance.  I 
recollect  well  that,  even  after  he  had.  according 
toautbentic  and  undoubted  information,  ascended 
lo  the  he.-xd  of  the  ship  navigation  of  the  Patux- 
ent, and  had,  for  about  twenty-four  hours,  been 


decide  the  question  between  us  in  which  he  ap-  debarking  on  the  hither  bank  of  that  river,  and 
peared  cordially  to  concur.  Had  there  been  as  !  marching  his  troops  to  their  encampment  on  the 
little  confidence  then  in  that  gentleman's  general-  1  heights  of  Benedict,  (about  forty  miles  from  this, 
ship  as  there  is  now   my  course  woul.i  have  been  I  on  the  usual  route,)  General  Winder,  in  answer 


to  an  inquiry  of  mine,  whether  he  had  ordered  on 
any  troops  from  Baltimore,  and  whether  he 
thought  they  would  be  here  in  time,  said  that  they 
were  ordered  on,  and  that  all  his  fear  was,  that 
they  would  be  here  too  soon.  Expressing  lo  him 
my  astonishment  at  the  apprehension,  he  said  he 
thought  it  very  probable  that  the  enemy  would 
suddenly  turn  about,  and  make  a  blow  at  Balti- 
more.    Having  been  surprised,  for  several  days, 

...V  »^-..  -. -  at  nol  having  seen  or  heard  of  any  actual  attempt 

ATieTIeVvrn''* Secretary  Armstrong.  dTssatisfied  I  or  movement  towards  throwing  up  works,  of  any 
as  I  was  with  'the  general  tenor  of  hi.  language  1  description,  in  this  vicinity,  from  behind  which 
and  conduct,  relative  to  the  business,  during  the  i  the  enemy  might  be  resisted  with  great  advantage 
interview.  I  also  called  on  the  President,  slating  and  effect,  I  proposed,  at  a  meeting  o.  our  ciii- 
to  him  substantially  the  case,  and  adding,  as  1  zens,  on  the  Saturday  evening  (after  I  had  resign- 
had  before  done  to  both  the  other  gentlemen,  that,  ed)  next  preceding  the  day  ol  the  affair  at  Bla- 
if  It  were  the  particular  wish  and  determination  i  densburg,  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed 
of  the  Executive  (which  I  began  to  think  notim-    to  wait  on  General  Winder,  and  suggest  to  him 


different.  I  accordingly  instantly  called  on  the 
Secretary  of  War,  who  expressly  declared  it  was 
"  an  embarrassing  case  ;"  and.  after  some  minutes' 
general  and  indecisive  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject, concluded  by  assuring  me  that  he  would 
immediately  state  it  to  the  President  lor  his  de- 
cision, and  would,  without  delay,  advise  roe  of 
the  result.  This  was  early  in  the  morning  of  (I 
think)  Saturday,  immediately  preceding  the 
Wednesday  of  the  affair  at  Bladensburg. 


probable)  that  General  Winder  should  have  the 
principal  command,  in  meeting  the  column  of  the 
enemy  marching  directly  on  the  city  from  the 
Patuxent.  that  probably  some  separate  station  or 


the  importance  of  some  such  works  at  Bladens- 
burg. through  which  village  the  enemy  would 
certainly  pass  ;  and,  in  case  the  General  should 
approve  the  proposition,  to  request  him  to  assign 


command   might  be  assigned  me,  as  there  were  ,  an   engineer  or  officer  to  prescribe  or  superintend 
said  to  be  other  menaces  and  approaches.     The    the  work,  the  citizens  furnishing  the  laborers,  »tc., 


President  declined  a  decision  until  after  the  Sec 
retary  of  War  should  have  been  consulted.     I  re- 


gratis.    A  committee  accordingly  waited  on  him  : 
he  approved  the  idea,  assigned  or  procured  Colo- 


turned  to   my  house,  where  I  waited  impatiently  I  nel  Wadsworth.  of  the  ordnance  department  to 


With  my  aids,  Majors  Brent  and  M'Kenney,  who 
were  ready  and  anxious  to  accompany  me  to 
camp,  until  half  past  twelve  o'clock  ;  and,  al- 
though, upon  reflecting  on  what  had  passed  be- 
tween the  Secretary.  General  Winder,  and  my- 
self. I  was  suspicious  it  was  predetermined,  and 
arranged  or  understood  between  them,  that  I  was 
not  to  have  the  command,  or,  at  least,  that  an  at- 
tempt  should   be  made  to  withhold  it  from  me 


locate,  superintend,  dtc,  and.  according  to  that 
officer's  project  and  directions,  (after  having  re- 
connoitered  nearly  a  day,  an  operation,  in  which, 
at  bis  request,  I  accompanied  him,)  were  the 
works  completed  by  the  citizens,  although,  to  the 
universal  astonishment,  not  a  man  occupied,  du- 
ring the  action,  the  principal  one  ;  and  most  ad- 
vantageous parts  of  the  ground,  also,  which  had 
been  reconnoitered,  (and  where  the  enemy  might 


Still  not  hearing  from  the  Secretary,  I  sent  a  mes-    have  been  cut  up  and  slam  by  hundreds,)  were 


senger  to  him  requesting  a  decision.  After  de 
taining  the  servant  about  two  hours,  he  sent  me, 
by  him,  a  written  communication,  giving  me  to 
understand  that  I  was  not  considered  in  command 
or  service.  I  determined  not  to  attempt  to  create 
any  discordance  or  schism  at  a  moment  of  imrai- 


Owing  to  ac- 


not  even  occupied  by  our  troops  ! 

cident  and  misinformation.  I  was  not  in  the  com 

raencement  of  the  action  ;  but  the  whole  scene, 


nent  peril,  and  when   the  cordial  co-operation  of  I  thereto. 


•  Annexed  are  copies  of  ray  resignation,  a  subse- 
quent letter  from  the  War  Department,  and  my  answer 
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du  tt^  my  ad  viince  towards  the  right  front,  where  !  the  battle  itself;  one  of  the  causes  of  which  doubt- 
Ct  r^iiiodore  fUrney,  with  his  nien  and  the  ma-  less  was,  that  the  enemy  were  suffered  really  to 
T:iti«  ;orps,  ditTthemsrlves  so  much  honor,  whilst  i  anticipate  us  in  the  occupation  of  the  ground  io- 
y^l'nued    there,   and    afterwards,  in    relirins:  i  tended  for  ourselves.     Another,  the  evident  want 

of  a  concerted  plan  of  retreat  to,  or  rallying  at 
some  one  or  more  of  the  advantageous  position* 


I:  tf< 

{\(f4  one  poini  to  another  as  far  as  Georgetown, 
cofij'  jneddisg'isiiogand  ingloriouscircumsiances 
Ilifij-  what  wa>  called  the  first  line  of  our  troops, 
od)«'  '"■  lef^t,  gt-nerally.  was  formed,  I  do  not  know 


between  the  battle  ground  and  the  Capiiol.     An- 
other, a  premature  order  (as  generally  understood) 


d<?i 
s» 


Iq^J^u  part  of  the  field  on  which  I  moved,  and  i  of  retreat.  Another,  that  a  respeciable  body  of 
afijivards,  during  the  retreat,  I  could  discover  or  I  apparently  excellent  troops,  (the  Fairfax  regiment 
li'ayji^noihing  like  a  system  or  an  order  of  battle,  j  of  militia,)  who  had  been  in  the  ciiy  since  a  late 
cl  jfift^at.  or  of  rallying,  or  re-forming;  and  seve-  j  period  of  the  preceding  day.  were  not  in  the  ac- 
r5ll^  i  the  officfers  of  the  militia  of  the  city  and  tioo.  I  understand,  from  a  gentleman  who  was 
Geiij^etown,(OeneralW.  Smith's  brigade,)  whom  !  present,  that,  early  in  the  evening  of  the  preceding 
I  fiti  wh  in  uhe  course  of  the  affair  (and  who,  .  day,  alter  the  arrival  of  those  troops  in  the  city, 
wij^lhis  men,- were  generally  in  good  order,  and  i  their  commander  made  application  to  the  Secre- 
'^*Jj  rcgrettv'd  the  want  of  opportunity  to  act  !  lary  of  War,  for  arms  and  ammunition  for  them  ; 
!flB|rji,ntly)  appeared,  in  this  respect,  to  be  in  the  and  that,  owing  to  the  objections  made  by  the 
^'^^Jprf^JicaiT^nl  with  myself.  Secretary,  he  did  not  obtain  them  until  the  morn- 

I  Ajjardioal  error  in  this  whole  business  was.  in  ing.  which  probably  was  a  principal  cause  of  his 
r>y,  ^pinion,  that  the  great  body  or  mass  of  the  detention  from  the  engagement.  Another  error, 
Baj  *i)ore  force  *  was  not  ordered  on  this  wayjso  j  I  think,  was,  that  General  Young'.-  brigade  of 
sni|rtis  the  di/cction  of  the  enemy's  movement  |  Alexandria,  which  was  encamped  on  the  east 
^'^ii^'^*''''^'''*'^'  """^  instructions,  whilst  they  |  sideof  the  Potomac,  opposite  to  Alexandria,  wuhin 
(liie^altimore  force)  were  advancing,  always  to  '  a  few  miles  of  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  was 
ke4[f*hemseJvcs  between  Baltimore  and  the  en-  ;  not  sent  for  immediately  (if  not  before)  when  it 
e>r,A^o  that  t(iey  might,  and  would,  have  been  ;  was  ascertained  thai  the  enemy  was  rapidly  ap- 
rtajlfeas  the  two  branches  of  our  army  and  the  i  proaching  BlaJensburg.  II  this  had  been  done, 
e^f^r  J  approached  each  other,  always  to  co-ope- 1  General  Young  might  either  have  marched  to- 
rt t^,^  iiher  be/ure  or  after  a  junction,  with  the  i  wards  that  place  by  the  road  south  of  the  Eastern 
trpojil  assembling  here,  (who   would,  of  course,  |  Branch,  where  he  might  have  distracted  and  an- 


bftf^llowed  fhe  enemy  had  he  wheeled  towards 
Ba|i>^iore.)  in  case  of  an  attempt  either  on  this 
pU'fV^r  Balticiore;  and  thus  an  overwhelming 
ani^j-peraiive  force  would  have  been  collected. 
An.iCfr  very  ,freat  error,  I  think,  was,  that  the 
e«Pi«  were  su'ffered  undisturbedly  to  encamp  on 
ihe'4«ights  of  Benedict,  where  the  local  circum- 
siati|(>s  are  we{l  calculated  for  reMsiance.  and  io 
tdnti'ice  from,  thence  to  Bladensburg,  without 
^*^v^  been  harassed  or  annoyed  in  their  pro- 
g.'fai--  this  was  probably,  in  part,  and  perhaps 
pnri^pally,  owing  to  the  want  of  a  central  camp, 
a:i<^  sfenerally,  of  means  and  preparations,  on  our 
pai'i^lvhen  the  t-nemy  landed. 

^|iCther  error  was,  that  our  men  were,  for  a  short 
Vtry^  before  U»e  action,  unnecessarily  harassed 

timed  marches; 


frji^i^  oeiore  tiie  action,  unneces 
»t«y^^rndiJWD  byfaiiguingandili 
*'h'i«,  111  addition  to  the  fatigues 
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igues  many  of  them 
*ent  from   running,  as  it  were,  from  their 
(from  wuich  they  were  hurried  and  drafted 


noyed  the  enemy  in  tlank  or  rear,  or  he  might, 
(crossing  the  Eastern  branch  bridge,)  if  he  could 
not  have  reached  the  field  of  battle,  have  met  our 
retreating  troops  at  some  point  in  the  city,  and 
might  thus  have  been  very  instrumental  in  re- 
storing the  fortune  of  the  day  ;  and  in  either  case, 
he  might,  in  a  few  hours'  tune,  have  returned  to 
his  former  station  :  whereas,  he  remained,  in  obe- 
dience to  an  order  (as  he  ha>  himself  informed 
me)  that  day  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  at 
his  position,  not  an  enemy  near  him,  or  in  sight, 
whil.>t  bis  men  distinctly  heard  the  affair  at  Bla- 
densburg, and  were  mortified  at  their  absence  from 
it.  Another  error  was,  that  the  woods,  fences, 
ravines,  A.C.,  by  the  sides  of  the  turnpike  road 
were  not  lined  with  our  light  troops,  to  annoy  the 
enemy  in  his  advance  from  the  battle  ground. 
At  all  events,  on  the  rising  ground  southwest  of 
the  turnpike  gate,  if  not  before,  our  troops  ought 
to  have  made  another  stand.     By  the  exiraordi- 


ar  ^.moment,  instead  of  having  been  ordered  out  I  nary  exertions  of  private  gentlemen,  as  well  as 
*?  [}^^A^  seasqn)  to  this  city,  almost  exhausted  officers,  and  by  the  opportune  arrival  at  this  fa- 
the^...  Another,  a  wantof  attention  and  promptness  ,  vorableepot  of  the  Fairfax  troops.  (1  think  about 
It:  l>J|ljiDgihereinforcements,astheyarrivedinthe  i  six  hundred,)  who  had  not  yet  been  engat^ed  a 
cti|^pplied  w.ith  arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  j  body  of  about  tea  or  twelve  hundred  men"  was 
ACj.M^d  in  accustoming  ihem  to  the  familiar  use  of   already  formed,  including  several  pieces  of  artil- 


theU.y 


raer.     A^iolher,  that  the  enemy  were  suf- 


fer^tno  advance  too  far,  even  at  Bladensburg.  be- 
for^jiey  were, met;  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  ab- 
senjrlijf  our  troiip.-;.  who  had  been  encamped  the 
prej;ljing  nighi  within  about  three  or  four  miles 
cnli'Hf  the  fie^d  of  battle.  Another,  a  want  of 
rie^ljosi  advaiitageous  order  or  arrangemen 


th 


It  in 


•|4^art  only  of  the  BtJlimore  force  came  thi«  way. 

i     .» 


lery,  well  planted,  and  their  number  was  rapidly 
increasing,  by  the  rallying  of  fugitives,  the  arrival 
of  fresh  troops,  dec;  and  I  am  confident  that  had 
they  remained  there,  (in  a  position  as  well  cover- 
ing the  Navy  Yard  as  the  city  generally,)  the 
British  would  not  have  advanced  that  night,  thejr 
being  at  least  two  or  three  miles  off,  wearied,  and, 
partially,  severely  handled;  and,  by  the  morning, 
such  advantages  of  system,  arrangement,  rest,  in- 
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crease  of  numbers,  confidence,  &c..  might  have 
been  improved   by  us.  as  would   have  led   to  the 
discomfiture  and  defeat  of  the  enemy;  but,  un- 
fortunately, even   from   here   those   troops  were 
ordered    to  retreat  towards  the    Capitol  square, 
and  thence  to  a  more  distant  place;  against  both 
of  which  movements  I  took  the   liberty,  at   the 
lime,  of  remonstrating  to  General  Winder.     An- 
other unfortunate  error  was,  that  our  troops,  after 
it  was  determined  to  abandon  the  city  itself,  were 
not  halted  on  some  of  the  commanding  heights 
around  it.  from  which  they  might  constantly  have 
operated    with    effect,  either    by   detachment,  or 
otherwise,  on  the  enemy,  during  his  continuance 
here  ;  and  from  which,  if  it  had  become  i:ecessary 
to  retire,  we  might,  at  all  times,  have  retired  with 
safety.     Another  error  was,  that  a  considerable 
and    unnecessary   number  of  wagons  and    carts 
were  in  the  field,  or  its  immediate  vicinity,  from 
which,  at  an  early  period  of  the  engagement,  they 
fled,  and  in  their  flight  contributed  much  to  the 
dismay  and  confusion  of  the  day.     Another  error 
was,  that  theenemy  was  not  pursued  and  annoyed, 
in  his  precipitate  departure  to  his  ships.     Many  of 
those   errors,  doubtless,  arose  from   the  want  of 
correct  information  relative  to  theenemy  ;  which. 
in  itself  was  an  extraordinary  circumstance,  as, 
for  some  days  before  they  (the  enemy)  entered 
the    city,    there    were    several    hundred    cavalry 
among  our  troops.     Many  of  the  evils  of  the  day 
also,  unquestionably,  arose  from  the  rawness  of  a 
considerable    part   of  our   militia   force;   indeed, 
considering   what    the   description   of  the    great 
mass  of  our  troops  was,  and  that  they  had  to  con- 
tend  with   about   an  equal    number  of  veterans, 
nothing  but  judicious  and  skilful  management, 
added  to  our  decided  superiority  of  artillery  and 
cavalry,  the  native  valor  of  our  men,  fighting  for 
all  they  held  dear,  and  the  local  advantages  witiiin 
our  reach,  could  have  authorized  the  expectation 
of  success. 

Although  I  cannot  think  the  means  we  had  on 
the  spot  were  used  to  the  best  advantage,  still  I 
think  General  Winder  was  by  no  means  furnished 
with  sufiicient  or  timely  means;  which  1  always 
considered  it  the  special  duty  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  have  attended  to. 

From  a  certain  degree  of  delicacy,  sir,  in  my 
situation,  as  regards  both  the  late  Secretary  of 
War  and  General  Winder,  it  is  not  without  some 
reluctance  that  I  have  given  the  committee  the 
above  view;  but,  considering  your  call  as  imper- 
ative, and  having  always  been  of  opinion  that  it 
was  due  to  the  American  people  that  the  facts 
and  circumstances  connected  with  the  fall  of  the 
capital  should  be  fully  developed,  I  transmit  it  to 
you,  after  having  necessarily  prepared  it  in  great 
haste.  Possibly  other  circum->tances  relative  to 
the  subject  may  hereafter  occur  to  me;  should 
that  be  the  case,  1  will  take  the  liberty  of  com- 
municating them.  I  presume,  also,  that  I  shall 
have  the  privilege  hereafter  of  correcting  any  er- 
rors, either  in  form  or  substance,  that  may  have 
crept  into  the  statement. 

JOHN  P.  VAN  NESS. 

Hon.  R.  M.  JoH.'«soN,  &c. 


City  op  Wa8hinoton,  Aug.  20,  1814.  , 
Sir:  Give  me  leave  hereby  to  resign  the  com- 
mand which  I  have  for  some  time  past  had  the 
honor  to  hold  as  Major  General  of  the  militia  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  My  commission  would 
have  been  enclosed,  had  I  been  able  to  lay  my 
hands  upon  it.  A  principal  regret  which  1  feel 
upon  this  occasion  is,  that  my  resignation  occurs 
at  a  moment  when  I  would  have  been  happy  to 
have  been  permitted  to  participate  in  the  defence 
of  my  country,  and  particularly  of  the  District. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JOHN  P.  VAN  NESS. 
Hon.  John  Armstronq, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  Nov.  12,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  to  slate,  that  your  resig- 
nation of  the  command  of  the  militia  of  this  Dis- 
trict, a?  Major  General,  has  not  been  accepted, 
and  that  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  President 
that  you  should  resume  it. 

That  you  were  not  called  into  service  with  the 
troops  of  the  District,  did  not  proceed  from  a 
want  of  respect  for  your  merit,  which  is  acknowl- 
edged, but  from  the  impossibility  of  doing  it,  at 
the  time,  without  displeasing  the  commander  of 
the  district,  from  which  the  most  serious  injury 
was  apprehended,  the  enemy  having  land-d  at 
Benedict,  and  being  on  his  march  for  this  citjr. 
Great  confidence  is  entertained  in  your  patriotism, 
zeal  in  support  of  the  cau>e  of  your  country,  and 
fitness  for  the  trust,  regarding  your  comparative 
experience,  with  that  of  others  of  our  ft'llow-citi- 
zens.  in  active  service.  1  add,  with  pleasure,  that 
your  conduct,  afier  presenting  your  resignation, 
and  particularly  at  Bladensburg,  after  joining  our 
troops  as  a  volunteer  on  the  preceding  day,  has 
"icreased  these  favorable  impressions. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  ice. 

JAMES  MONROK. 

Maj.Gen.  J.  P.  Van  Ne88, 

City  of  Washington. 


Wasbington.  November  14,  1814. 

Sir  :  On  my  return  to  the  city,  after  a  few  days' 
absence,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  com- 
munication of  the  twelfth  instant,  advising  me 
that  my  resignation  of  the  command  of  the  mili- 
tia of  this  District,  offered  some  nme  since,  has 
not  been  accepted,  and  that  it  would  be  satisfac- 
tory 10  the  President  that  I  should  resume  it. 

Injured  as  I  felt  by  the  treatment  1  received,  in 
relation  to  my  military  command,  I  adopted,  as  a 
proper  expression  of  that  feeling,  what  1  consid- 
ered the  only  cour.>e  which.  whil.>l  it  was  just  to 
myself  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  ser- 
vice—a  course  which  I  am  gratified  that  my 
friends,  both  public  and  private,  have  universally- 
approved.  At  tne  same  time,  sir,  without  at 
present  hazarding  an  opinion,  or  going  into  any 
argument  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  reason  for 
disregarding  my  claim  to  the  command,  or  to 
service,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  the  Me- 
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troitijis,  permit  me  to  state,  that  I  am  perfectly    Next   morning,  23d,  the  President   and    all    the 
saij^^d  that  lie  President  was  actuated  solely  by     Heads  of  Departments  were  in  camp,  having  (I 


a  rk^^rd  foe  thj>  public  good 

il^t  the  getieral  politeness  of  your  letter,  for 
ack'i»(jwledging  ihe  correctness  of  my  conduct  sub- 
se<n^^u  to  my  resignation,  and  particularly  in  the 
unftrrSunate  affair  at  Bladensburg,  although  I  have 
dui^'  \<)eusibiliiy-  and  fully  appreciate  the  honor 
do^ejme  by  lihe  intimation  of  the  President's 
Wi»ft«|?.  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with 
thdlK^wpoo  ihit  occasion  ;  which,  I  presume,  can- 
noltbi^  regrettej^,  inasmuch  as  other  gentlemen, 
beiier|qualified*for  the  purpose,  must  be  within 
lhe*i.j^w  of  thol Government. 

;l|bave  the^ooor  to  be.  &.c. 

Vi  ;  JOHN  p.  VAN  NESS. 

'  ^n        Seavtary  of  IVar. 
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Doctor  CatleU't  Statement. 

Stfil:  In  con»pliance  with  your  request.  I  will 
endv-kkor  to  m^ke  as  concise  and  correct  a  state- 
me|i*of  the  circumstance?,  which  came  within 
ray*'  i^w,  of  tUe  late  campaign  in  this  neighbor- 
bd(4).   ^s  i.<  in  n^y  power. 

(t  She  evening  of  the  21st,  (being  attached  to 
the  ?i  *te  of  General  Winder  as  staff  surgeon.)  we 
werc^^iet  by  Ctlonel  ^Monroe  at  the  Woodyard. 
wiiuiwd  lel'i  N'otlingham  about  sunset,  where  he 
sarw  lie  advantie  of  the  enemy  with  their  barges 
aijdloiall  vessels.  Next  morning  Colonel  Mon- 
ijeneral  Winder,  and  suite,  proceeded  down 
hel  them  ^'iihin  three  or  four  miles  of  Not- 
im.  Altn'r  taking  such  positions  as  would 
?ihe  best  riew  of  the  enemy,  and  remaining 
,  cover  o(  the  woods  until  they  advanced 
witj,4  three  ov  four  hundred  yards  of  us.  those 
gtni^-infn  reii*-ed  with  Culonel  Lavall'.s  troop, 
wh|(«l|  was  als<j  in  advance,  until  we  met  an  ad- 
vafttil  dftachr^ient  of  our  troops,  about  four  or 
fivq||jndred,  \tbich  Were  immediately  ordered  to 
retiili];  to  the  n|ain  body  at  the  Woodyard.  Ma- 
jw.Sljte  had  ^en  ordered  to  remain  near  the 
lorlj^(')f  the  roid,  to  observe  whether  the  enemy 
looi^lhat  leading  to  Marlborough,  or  the  other 
weh|#reon  to 'he  Woodyard.  Theconntry  here. 
froMihe  heignts  and  fields,  was  admirably  calcu- 
latt^lo  afford  observations  of  the  enemy.  Tlieir 
ent|il|want  of  cavalry  was  observable.  Irom  there 
beiii|Jfione  wiiji  their  advance,  to  which  we  had 
btje^il/)  near.  "Videltes  were  placed  in  our  rear. 
Gre«ii|at  Windrr  proceeded  towards  the  Wood- 
yariii^olonel  ^lonroe  took  a  direction  across  the 
coujitiy  towards  Marlborough;  1  accompanied 
binj  jMVe  soorv  (about  twelve  o'clock)  began  to 
hfa^i|)e  explojijon  and  see  the  smoke  from  the 
flutj!^,^.  We  v,ere  overtaken  by  some  of  the  vi- 
det*(i,^  who  statx-d  that  there  were  fifteen  or  twenty 
hor:.l4ien  on  our  left,  supposed  to  be  of  the  enemy, 
aiuiiiliting  to  (•  Jt  us  off.  We  immediately  shaped 
our,'(  uurse  towards  the  Woodyard;  met  General 
Wu,  'ir,  who  r/turoed;  pas'^ed  a  number  of  our 
trocif  \and,  arriving  at  the  Woodyard.  found  the 
man;  Dody  moving  off  towards  the  Long  Old 
Fiei,  4  where  the  army  encamped  in  the  evening, 
i    * 
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understood)  come  down  that  night.     The  Presi- 
dent reviewed    the  troops,  supposed    about   three 
thousand  five  hundred,  having  been  joined  at  the 
Woodyard   by  Commodore  Barney's   men,   and 
other  corps,  at  this  place.     About  two   thousand 
five  hundred  Baltimore  troops  were  at  Bladens- 
burg.     This  day  an  advanced  detachment,  I    be- 
lieve  under  the  command    of  Major  Peter,  met 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Marlborough,  some    firing   took    place,  and   our 
troops    retreated.      General    Winder    was    some 
miles  over  to  the  left,  observing  on  the  direct  road 
from    Marlborough    to    Bladensburg.      Towards 
evening  we  returned  to  the  Old  Fields,  and  found 
our  army  advantageously  posted   to  receive  the 
enemy,     A  retreat  was  soon  after  ordered  to  this 
city,  leaving  some   flour  and  whiskey  destroyed 
on    the    camping   ground.      This    night    I    slept 
within  a  mile  of  the  field,  and  at  daylight  sent  a 
man  over  in  that  direction    to   learn  whether  the 
enemy  were  there.     He  reported  in  the  negative, 
and  I  Went  directly  into  the  road  and  came  on  to 
the  city,  before  eight  o'clock,  believing   that   the 
enemy  could  not  reach  Bladensburg  until  late  in 
the  day.     The  upper  bridge  was  on  fire,  and   the 
other  prepared  to  be  blown   up  as   I   crossed   it. 
The  first  news  1  heard  on  entering  the  city,  was 
that  the  enemy  were  within  two  and  a  half  miles, 
coming  towards  the  bridge,  and  there  appeared  to 
be  a  continual  succession  and  industrious  circula- 
tion of  false  reports  and  false  alarms.    The  enemy 
were  pertinaciously  represented  to  be  at  least  nine 
thousand,  and   many    were   disposed    to    believe 
their  number  greater,  although  several  prisoners 
taken  yesterday  could  only  enumerate   four  regi- 
ments, and  name  but  one  General,  and   one  Col- 
onel, acting  as  Brig&dier.     1   examined    several 
myself,  with  all  the   address  1   could,  and  would 
certainly  have  risked  my  life    upon    their  almost 
entire    want    of    artillery    and    cavalry.      There 
appeared   to   be   an   impression  with  our  troops, 
generally,  that  the  enemy  were  much  more   for- 
midable than  appearances  could  justify.     About 
11  o'clock  the  main  body  of  our  troops  moved  off 
from  near   the   Eastern    Branch    bridge   towards 
Bladensburg,  and,  by  a  necessarily  extraordinary 
effort,  for  men  immediately  from   ship  board,  the 
British  reached  the  opposite  side  of  the   village 
nearly  at  the  same  time  with   our   troops,  about 
1  o'clock.     They  halted   in   front  about   twenty 
minutes,  until  their  rear  got   up.     Some  oflScers 
were  seen  observing  us  from   the   heights.     The 
two  armies  were  about  three-fourths  of  a   mile 
apart,  pretty  much  in   view  of  each   other.     The 
position  of  our  troops  will  be  better  described  to 
you  by  others.     A  few  minutes  before  the  action 
commenced,  by  request  of  General  Winder  I  de- 
livered an   order  to  Major  Piokney.  in  front,  to 
take  the  most  judicious  position  with  his  ritiemen 
to  protect  the  artillery  at  the  battery,  within  two 
hundred    yards  of  the   Bladensburg   bridge,  and 
three  or  four  hundred  in  advance  of  our  first  line. 
The  enemy  were  now  coming  down   a  street  in 
the  village  in   thick  column.     This  battery,  of 
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about  seven  pieces,  commenced  a  destructive  ure 
upon  them,  which  immediately  threw  their  ad- 
vance out  of  the  street,  among  the  houses,  but 
they  were  very  soon  crossing  the  bridge  in  great 
numbers,  notwithstanding  an  additional  cross  fire 
from  several  pieces  from  our  right.  They  ad- 
vanced with  great  steadiness  towards  the  battery. 
The  artillery  retreated;  the  rifles  received  them 
handsomely,  but  soon  retreated  also.  They  began 
by  firing  a  few  rockets  about  the  time  that  our 
fire  commenced,  which  passed  a  considerable  dis- 
tance over  our  first  line,  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  which  were  the  President,  and  several  other 
gentlemen  of  the  Cabinet.  It  was  suggested  to 
them,  I  think  by  General  Winder,  to  take  a  more 
respectful  distance,  and  they  did  so.  General 
Winder  rode  along  the  line, encouraging  the  men 
to  disregard  the  rockets.  The  enemy  having 
carried  the  battery  in  front  of  us,  began  to  flank 
irregularly,  but  a  considerable  number.  aUo.  ad- 
vancing directly  upon  this  line,  (through  an  or- 
chard,) which  soon  commenced  a  fire  upon  them, 
from  an  elevated  position,  and  too  soon  after, 
before  they  came  within  point  blank  shot,  re- 
treated. They  were,  however,  a  number  of  them, 
easily  rallied  by  another  oflicer  and  myself;  but 
on  part  of  the  line  giving  way,  which  bad  stood 
fast,  further  on  the  left,  they  all  broke  off  again. 
The  fire  now  became  very  hot  in  the  centre,  from 
our  musketry  and  artillery;  the  musketry  too 
distant,  although  with  great  advantage  of  position, 
but  the  artillery  evidently  with  great  execution. 
The  musketry  continually  and  successively  (with- 
out being  rallied)  retreating  as  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced upon  them  ;  and  as  soon  as  they  closed 
up  with  Commodore  Barney's  command,  a  gen- 
eral retreat  took  place,  before  they  had  reached  a 
considerable  portion  of  our  infantry.  Being  in 
the  rear.  I  observed  that  the  enemy  seemed  to 
halt,  when  the  firing  ceased,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  on  this  side  of  Bladensburg;  there  was 
nothing  like  pursuit.  When  I  got  to  Capitol 
Hill,  there  were  no  troops  formed  there.  As  I 
passed  through  the  city,  it  was  reported  that  the 
enemy  were  coming  in  from  towards  the  race 
ground.  I  observed  that  it  was  false,  and  only 
intended  to  produce  panic.  The  few  citizens  I 
5aw  at  their  houses,  appeared  as  if  resigned  to 
meet  an  awful  fate.  The  main  body  of  our  army 
were  now  retreating  through  Georgetown,  where 
I  met  a  deputation,  the  Mayor  and  several  others, 
going  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  They  can  best  tell, 
But  I  do  not  think  it  probable  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing,  or  knew  the  extent  of  our  retreat 
before  this  deputation  met  them,  for  I  had  seen 
them  halting;  and  the  next  day,  when  I  came  in 
with  a  flag  to  attend  our  wounded,  I  learned  from 
some  of  their  officers  that  they  suspected  our 
troops  were  still  on  the  heights  above  George- 
town, though  they  were  at  Montgomery  Court- 
house, from  which  place  General  Winder  had 
ordered  me  back  to  Bladensburg,  with  permission 
of  the  British  commander,  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned. 1  met  the  advance  of  the  British  army 
OQ  Capitol  Hill,  supposed  to  be  about  seven  hun- 
dred, and  passed  their  mam  body,  supposed  about 
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two  thousand,  on  the  hill  this  side  the  turnpike. 
They  appeared    to  be    preparing  to   move;    had 
about  forty  miserable  looking  horses  haltered  up, 
ten  or  twelve  carts  and  wagons,  one  ox  cart,  one 
coachee,  and  several  gigs,  which  the  oflBcers  were 
industriously  a<'sisting  to  tackle   up,  and  which 
were  immediately  sent  on  to  Bladensburg,  to  move 
off  their  wounded.     A  drove  of  sixty  or  seventy 
cattle  preceded  this  cavalcade.    On  our  arrival  at 
Bladensburg,  the  surgeons  were  ordered  to  select 
all   the    wounded   who  could   walk,  (those  with 
broken  arms  and  the  like.)  and  send  them  off  im- 
mediately.    The  forty  horses  were  mounted  with 
such  as  could  ride,  the  carts  and  wagons  loaded, 
and  ninety  odd  wounded  left  behind.    I  estimated 
their  wounded  at  three  or  four   hundred,  besides 
forty  or  fifty  left  in  this  city.     One  of  the  British 
surgeons  informed  me  they  had  buried  that  day 
about  one  hundred  on  the  field  ;  and  the  men  who 
were  sent  out  next  day  after  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  to  bury  three  or  four  Americans,  rei>orted 
that  they  also   buried   fifty  or  sixty  red-coats,  or 
British.      I    found    at    Bladensburg    Commodore 
Barney,  Captain  Miller,  of  marines,  and  seven- 
teen other  Americans,  badly  wounded.    I  estimate 
our  whole  loss  at  ten  or  twelve  killed  on  the  field, 
and  thirty  odd  wounded  ;  though  others,  who  had 
less  opportunity  of  judging,  estimate  it  at   more 
than  double.    About  midnight  (being  upall  night) 
I  heard  the  sound  of  a  bugle,  and  was  informed 
that  the  whole  British  army  were  passing  through 
the  lower  end  of  the  village.     In  the  morning, 
early,  I  saw  them  still  going  off  in  small  squads, 
and  some  stragglers  were   moving  off  till   noon, 
about  which  time  we  learned  that  their  main  body 
were  halted  about  eight   miles  on   the  road  to 
.Marlborough,     About  sunset  Captain  Burd  came 
down  from  Montgomery  Courthouse,  and  inform- 
ed Commodore  Barney  and  myself  that  our  troops 
were  marching  on   to  Baltimore,  and  about  the 
same  time  we  were  informed   by  several  'persons 
that  the  British  were  within  a  few  miles  of  Marl- 
borough.   The  Commodore  expressed  a  wish  that 
General  Winder  could  be  immediately  informed 
of  the  certainty  and  manner  of  their  retreat ;  and, 
not  being  able  to  find  any  one  else,  to  be  depended 
on,  to  go  for  one  hundred  dollars,  having  engaged 
Doctors  Martin  and  McCuIloch  to  attend  to  our 
wounded   until   my   return,   with    the   advice  of 
Commodore  Barney,  I  set  out,  about  dark,  with 
one  dragoon,  and  reached  our  camp,  beyond  Snell's 
bridge,    twenty-eight    miles,   about   one   o'clock. 
The   troops   were  intended,  about  this  hour,   to 
march  on   to  Baltimore.     General  Winder  was 
gone  on;  Generals  Smith,  Siansbury,  and  others, 
held  a  council  on  my  information,  and  it  was  de- 
termined to  send  off  (I  think)  the  principal  part 
of  the  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  immedi- 
ately; the  troops  to  remain   until  daylight,  and 
the  mililia  of  ibe  District  of  Columbia  to  return 
to  the  District.     I  have  never  been  able  to  learn 
what  cavalry  were  actually  sent  off,  or  the  suc- 
cess of  their  enterprises.     After  this  I  was,  and 
have  ever  since  been,  confined  to  the  attendance 
of  a  hospital,  and  can   relate  little  further   from 
my  own  observation. 
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Jf^re  the  lK)nor  to  be.  sir,  with  great  respect, '  marines,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Miller, 
yolil -obedient  servant.  !  passed  our  encampment  with  five  pieces  of  artil- 

Hj  HANSON  CATLETT,  I  lery,  and  shortly  after,  our  two  regiments  of  raili- 

\i  '.Surgeon  Itt  Regiment  Infantry,      i  tia  a^ain  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and.  after  ad- 


vancing about  seven  miles,  encamped  on  a  field 
belonging   to  the   Woodyard    estate.     We    here 


jspectin!^  jhe  condition  of  the  enemy's  troops, 
I  ^1«  informed  by  several  of  the  British  officers, 
ibuxjust  prevKius  to  their  reaching  BIaden>burg 
("wi'P  excessiv>  fatigue  or  entire  exhaustion)  they 
wjirf^ropping'off  in  considerable  numbers;  that, 

ID  It/  action,  U  was  only  by  the  most  eitraordi-      /•,,..  a  i,     .  >  i     i  .u  l" 

Dafrjiertions-.that  the  main  body  could  be  goaded  "^  '''«'  '°'^"-  About  one  o'clock  the  same  night, 
onh  Ulthougfi  I  observed  some  of  their  Hankers  f  "^  troons  were  beat  up  and  ordered  to  strike  the.r 
at  Ul^es  advance  on  the  run  a  small  distance.  »"'»  >  although  the  principal  part  of  the  force  did 
tbilrwere  sa^d   to  be  only  the  most  active  of    °o' '"Y;  *^""*  "'°' "[ '«^"  °  c"««=>'  '''^  °"' mor°- 

lYf,       ,  -      '    ,  .       .  ,      .         in?         Annul   «iinri«>   fhp   rp<riilar«    ln<**thBr   isitk   n 

tlntf'light  coeopanies  of,  and  attached   to,  their  ,      * 


joined  the  regulars  of  36th  and  38ih  regiments. 
The  main  body  of  the  enemy  stayed  that  night  at 
or  near  Nottingham,  having  an  advance  party 
stationed   at  a  church  about  three  miles  this  side 


I  ituf -I'sni   coenpanies   oi,  anu   auaciieu    lo,    meir         =",,     ,  ,  ruLijj 

S^iUlreiiment:  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colo- i  ""•'.'  detachment  of  about  three  hundred  rnen. 
ne|«5)o°rnton,-H:tingasBriga(fier;  they  appeared  '  ""'^;*''°g°\Capt..n  Peter  s  company  of  artillery, 
toW'to  halt.ksif  exhausted  with  fatigtle  at  or  Captain  Stull's  rifle  corp^.and  C.ptnm  Davidson's 
r.ejl  ihe  place  where  the  firing  ceased  on  our  part,  ,  ''?^'  mfantry.  were  sent  in  advance  on  the  road 
ai)l{a  iTiile^nd  a  half  on  this  .side  of  Bladen>- '  !,°  ^°'»'°g»'»'"-  About  nine  or  ten  o'clock  ihesame 
bu»|  about  tvo  o'clock,  P.  M.  Their  advance,  i  ^^\'  '^^  remainder  of  our  force  marched  about  a 
hoover,  reached  the  Capitol  about  dark  or  eight  !  ™''^'  ''I  *"  ^'t!*''''^  P°^'"°"  ""T'^*"  dwelling 
o'cilk;  the    .;nain   body,  I  am  informed,  ^,%^,^lorx.^oi}ATs.yf,.x,zv^^T^mA,^^<iihtx^^houtimo 

ca^if  , further  than  the  height  on  this  side  the  turn- i  h"""'""'^"  »^*' "Pt''»''°°  \*>"' '^^!./"^^ 
r,i(v  You  aA  further  for  information  as  to  their  "^»  »'>''•  ^°'''^  °"  ^''  ^""f  '^""^  Nottingham  to 
f.tii^ers.  AlThough  1  had  a  better  opportunity  I  ^^^^^'^S'""'  '' J^"' i'°'^*V"- "^"'•*'",^'^  ijat 
of;%servat.ort  after  the  battle  than  any  other  of'  ^^^  enemy  had  taken  the  road  to  Upper  Marlbo- 
oti'lfficers,  I  cai.not  pretend  to  state,  with  any /7«^  "P^ '^^'  '^^,  detachment  of  our  troops, 
deliie  of  confidence,  on  this  subject:  but  my  esti- '  '^^^   ^'"^   ^^"°   '^".'n'^!'  morning   in   advance, 


rafjnwas,  on  (J-ap.tol  Square,  700;  Turnpike  Hill,  j  were  retreating.     All    the  troops  were  then  or- 
a(l^;  wound..d  at  Bladensburg.  300;  attendant.  I  f^^^'^  '"  !r'^"»  i  3°''.'  '"»'"*^  ''I  ^eing  marched 
tini^- ^uard.  3CU;  wounded  and  attendants  in  the 
ciMf60;  and.- from    information,  killed   at   Bla- 
dej|hurg  and- city,  180;   total,  3.540.     However 
in^^iS-ect  thei.^  estimates  may  be  in  detail,  they 
ar^^'.^brroboraiVd,  in  the  aggregate,  by  the  best  io- 
fo-^ijition  I  co'ild  get  from  the  surgeons,  sergeant.'*. 
*n*f  pien  left  en  hospital, 
"itspectfull^,  H.  CATLETT. 


,'.r,fi '^„^,.\   Qr.ii.   m«.,„^o,<  o.,  r„fi„„'j».,f    ;,.  .k„l  towards  Upper  Marlborough,  where   the  enemy 
tinl3  ijuara.  oUu ;  wounaeu  and  attenuants  in  the'  j     l  l      /  I 

-"Tjfon.  __j'i- :_f :-_    i.Mi.j    ..   r»i_    1  remained    that   night,  (waiting,   it   is  presumed, 

to  be  joined  by  the  detachment  which  had  been 
.xent  against  Commodore  Barney's  flotilla.)  we 
were  marched  to  the  Battalion  Old  Fields,  about 
eight  miles  distant  from  Upper  Marlborough,  and 
about  the  same  distance  from  Washington.  The 
same  day  we  were  joined  by  the  crews  of  Com- 
modore Barney's  flotilla.  On  Tuesday,  the  23d 
of  August,  the  iroop.i  were  drawn  up  in  three  or 
four  lines,  and  reviewed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  most  contradictory  reports 
prevailed  at   this  time   in  our  camp,  respecting 


$ 


I  Mhr.  John  Latent  Statement. 

•.  Wasuimqton,  November  10,  1814. 

ft:  In    coflipliance  with    your   request,  I  beg  .                                                                  .,        .           „ 

!eiiJ<  to  submit  to  you  the  following  statement  the  strength  and  movements  of  the  enemy.     Our 

oPmie  movements  and  operations  of  the  troops  to  force  at  this  place,  from   the  best  information  I 

wiXfn    I  was  "attached,  from  ihe  period   of  their  could   collect,   consisted   of  about   four   hundred 

tDf*<h  against  the  enemy,  who  had  landed  at  Ben-  horse,  the  flotilla  men  amounting  to  about  four 

«(f*|,  until  tlT^ir  return  on  the  27th  of  August.  hundred  and  fifty,  one  hundred  and  ten  marines, 

♦(  \p  Friday  ■  the  19th  of  August,  the  militia  of  about  four  hundred  regulars  of  the  36th  and  38th 

lit   rcounty  v^ere  mustered   near  Mr.  Ringgold's  regiments,  and  about  eighteen   hundred  militia 

rc'  ►■jwalk.  an^,  on  being  dismissed,  were  ordered  frona  Maryland  and  the  county  of   Washington. 

iQ^Jfuip  and  bild  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  The  miliiia  of  Alexandria  county  never  joined 

<l|<||)ext  morriing.     The  second  regiment,  under  us.     About  twelve  o'clock  the  same  day,  the  de- 

!C<4inel   Bretjt.  accordingly  assembled    near  the  tachment   uf  three  hundred    militia.   which  had 

C»|tol;  and'  by  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  were  pre-  been  sent  on  the  day  before,  were  again  ordered 

pa  ,U   to  takfj'up  the  line  of  march.     About  one  to  advance  towards  the  enemy.     They  met  him 

o'iC  i|ck.  the  first  regiment,  under  Colonel  .Magru-  on  his  march,  about  six  miles  in  advance  of  our 

<d-'!  arrived  :i:  the  Capitol  Hill.     Shortly  after,  encampment,  but    with   so  great  a  disparity   of 

tftfivhole  foive.  collected  from  this  county,  com-  force,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  make  a 

fced    its  riiarch  ;  and.  after   proceeding  about  stand.     After  Captain  Stull's  rifle  company  had 

miles  fnim  the  Eastern   Branch  bridge,  en-  fired  about  four  round.s,  the  detachment  was  com- 

rfed  thatfnight  on  the  road  to  Upper  Marl-  pelled  to  retreat,  to  prevent  being  surrounded  by 
rugh.     TJte  next   morning  the   troops   were  |  the  enemy.     About  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  after  hav- 

jn  mustewd,  and  the  articles  of  war  read  to  ing   remained  some  time  in  line  of  battle,   we 
ijjtiii.     Abo^i  twelve  o'clock,  the  detachment  of  1  were  ordered  to  retreat  to  Washington,  and,  al- 
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though  our  marcli  on  the  retreat  was  extremely 
rapid,  yet  orders  were  occasionally  given  lo  the 
captains  of  companies  to  hurry  on  their  men. 
The  march,  therefore,  literally  became  a  run  of 
eight  miles,  and  the  propriety  of  (his  rapid  move 
ment,  which  unnecessarily  fatigued  and  dispirited 
the  men.  may  be  tested  by  the  fact,  that  the  main 
body  of  (he  enemy  bivmtacked  that  night  on  the 
Melwood  estate,  more  than  than  three  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  ground  that  we  left. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  city,  we  encamped  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge. 
About  midnight,  a  detachment  ol  Captain  Burch's 
company,  to  which  1  was  attached,  was  called 
up  and  ordered  to  move  with  three  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery to  an  eminence  near  the  bridge,  which  was 
done.  During  the  night,  a  boaf,  containing  eight 
barrels  of  powder,  wa^  stationed  underneath  the 
bridge,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Forrest,  of  the 
Navy,  with  orders  to  blow  it  up  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  About  sunrise,  the  remainder  of 
our  company  joined  us.  We  were  shortly  after 
ordered  to  pull  down  the  rails  of  a  neighboring 
fence,  and  place  them  on  the  bridge,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  elTectually  burnt,  in  case  the  explo- 
sion of  gunpowder  should  not  succeed  in  prevent- 
ing the  enemy  from  passing  ii.  For  the  same  pur- 
pose, the  toll-house  was  ordered  to  be  pulled  down, 
and  the  planks  placed  on  the  bridge.  About  ten 
o'clock  the  same  day,  our  company  was  ordered 
to  give  up  its  position  to  Commodore  Barney, 
who  had  a  number  of  heavier  guns  with  him, 
and  who  immediately  after  look  possession  of 
the  eminence  we  had  occupied.  About  eleven 
o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  march,  and  on  arriv- 
ing at  the  boundary  line  of  the  city,  we  halted  a 
short  time,  until  we  were  joined  by  the  remainder 
of  the  troop"*,  when  we  continued  our  march  to 
Bladensburg.  At  the  distance  of  about  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  from  that  town,  the  troops  were 
halted,  and  shortly  .ifter.  Captain  Burch,  with 
three  of  his  pieces  of  artillery,  was  ordered  to  ad- 
Ttnce  and  report  himself  to  General  Winder. 
Captain  Burch  immediately  advanced  with  three 
of  his  pieces ;  and,  on  reaching  the  left  of  the 
line  of  Baltimore  militia,  he  halted  the  men  in 
the  road,  in  order  that  he  might  look  for  General 
Winder  and  receive  his  orders.  At  this  time 
the  advance  of  the  British  was  just  entering  the 
outskirts  of  Bladensburg.  and  the  arms  of  a  large 
body  of  them  were  seen  glittering  in  the  sun, 
about  a  mile  from  the  town.  Finding  that  Cap- 
tain Burch  did  not  return  as  soon  as  might  have 
been  reasonably  expected,  and  hearing  that  Gen- 
eral Winder  was  a  short  distance  from  us,  I 
marched  our  detachment  of  artillery  towards  the 
spot  where  he  was.  and,  on  comins  up  to  him,  in- 
quired what  position  I  should  take  with  our  ar- 
tillery. He  addressed  me  as  Captain,  and  ordered 
me  to  place  our  pieces  in  battery  on  the  left  of 
the  Baltimore  line  of  infantry,  which  was  imme- 
diately done.  Shortly  after,  he  came  up  to  u>", 
and.  again  addressing  me,  said,  '•  When  you  re- 
treat, take  notice  you  must  retreat  by  the  George- 
town road  ;"  at  the  same  time  he  pointed  to  a  road 
which  led  from  Digges's  mill  into  the  country, 


and  passed  near  the  position  we  had  taken.  Cap- 
tain Burch  soon  after  joined  us.  The  time  occu- 
pied in  taking  our  position  was  sufliicient  to  have 
enabled  us.  and  also  the  troops  that  marched  from 
the  city,  to  lake  any  position  on  the  fields  this 
side  of  Bladensburg.  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  we  had  taken  our  position,  the  Baltimore  ar- 
tillery, which  was  posted  in  advance  near  the 
mill,  (and  shortly  alter,  the  Baltimore  riflemen) 
commenced  firing  on  the  enemy.  The  artillery 
fired  about  ten  rounds,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  and 
then  retreated,  with  some  of  the  Baltimore  rifle- 
men, towards  our  left.  A  few  scattering  British 
soldiers  were  soon  after  visible  in  the  orchard  be- 
fore us,  and  they  appeared  to  be  forming  behind 
a  barn,  which  was  about  three  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  from  our  guns.  We  immediately  commen- 
ced our  fire  upon  ihem  ;  and,  shortly  after.  Gene- 
ral Winder  came  behind  our  guns,  and  ordered 
us  to  direct  our  shot  at  the  barn.  We  had  scarcely 
fired  three  rounds,  when  the  line  of  the  Baltimore 
militia  began  to  break;  several  of  the  5th  Balli- 
more  regiment  also  fled.  Alter  we  had  fired  about 
five  rounds  from  our  pieces.  General  Winder  or- 
dered us  to  retreat,  in  consequence.  I  presume,  of 
the  flight  of  the  militia  on  our  right.  The  Brit- 
ish column  had  just  then  began  to  advance  from 
the  barn.  Not  a  man  of  our  company  had  been 
touched  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  I  thought 
that  the  battle  was  only  then  .«eriously  commen- 
cing. After  retreating  about  a  hundred  yards,  we 
were  again  ordered  to  unlimber  our  pieces;  but 
this  order  was  immediately  after  countermanded, 
and  we  were  directed  to  continue  our  retreat.  Our 
pieces  were  never  after  ordered  into  action  ;  nor 
were  we.  at  any  time,  told  where  to  rally.  The 
road,  by  which  we  had  been  directed  to  retreat, 
and  by  which  the  principal  part  of  the  Baltimore 
troops  also  retreated,  forked,  some  miles  from 
the  battle  ground,  in  three  directions  ;  one  branch 
led  by  Rock  Creek  Church  to  Tenleytown  and 
Montgomery  Courthouse ;  another  branch  led  to 
Georgetown  ;  and  the  third  to  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. Each  individual,  on  the  retreat,  took  the 
road  that  saited  his  inclination.  For  myself,  hav- 
ing been  separated,  together  with  several  of  Cap- 
tain Burch's  company,  from  our  guns,  which  were 
before  us,  and  presuming  that  the  principal  part 
of  the  force  had  gone  to  Washington,  I  took  the 
road  leading  to  this  place.  On  arriving  at  the 
Capitol,  I  understood  that  the  city  had  been  aban- 
doned by  our  troops,  without  further  struggle,  to 
the  enemy.  Our  forces  encamped  that  night  at 
Tenlytown, about  three  miles  back  of  Georgetown. 
The  next  day  they  marched  to  Montgomery  Court- 
house; and,  on  the  26th  of  August,  to  Snell's 
bridge,  on  the  road  to  Baltimore,  where  I  joined 
them,  having  never  had  it  in  my  power  before  to 
do  so.  On  Saturday,  the  27th,  the  troops  belong- 
ing to  this  District  returned  here.  The  enemy 
left  the  city  on  the  night  of  the  25th. 

From  what  I  could  discern  of  the  line  of  the 
enemy's  march  on  his  entrance  into  Bladensburg, 
before  the  battle,  I  conjectured  that  his  force 
amounted  to  about  five  thousand  men.  I  after- 
wards collected,  from  conversations  with  British 
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ppiJirOers,  and  from  comparing  together  the  sev- 
era-lllcounts  they  gave  rae,  that  it  did  not  exceed 
fourk^ousand  four  hundred  men.  including  about 
ooe  ^indred  ot  one  hundred  and  fifty  sailors,  who 
wer  jarmed  otily  with  cutlasses.  The  enemy's 
aitil  !^y  consis^d  of  one  howitzer,  and  two  small 
pie^:  -.  drawn  vy  men;  and  his  whole  force  ac- 
toai!  ^'engaged  «n  the  battle  did  not  exceed  twelve 
huij,  ^d  men,  »s  I  was  informed  by  two  British 
o&Cii>s  and  some  prisoners.  Our  force,  on  the 
ijiand.  coijpisted  of  the  troops  that  were  with 
/the  Batt&iion  Old  Fields,  amounliog.  in  my 
1,  to  abott  three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
'taen,  together  with  about  two  thousand 
-_  from  Baltimore,  and  about  five  hundred 
milil^  under  Colonel  Beall,  who  joined  uson  the 
fi«»l<l%.f  battle.  Our  artillery  consisted  of  eighteen 
sit  ^Ijunders.  ijnder  Captains  Peter.  Burcn,  and 
Matjtfder,  and  two  eighteen  pounders  and  three 
tW(«*fs  under' Commodore  Barney.  The  enu- 
mel*)on  whicjj  I  have  given  of  our  troops  may, 
iQ  A'  le  instances,  be  incorrect,  as  it  is  merely  the 
resa^f  general  observation  and  inquiry.  I  would 
b«§ik>afe  further  to  e>tate.  that  the  distance  be- 
twi<n(  Benedicit  and  Washington,  by  the  way  of 
Blii^sburg,  i^  at  least  fifty  miles,  and  (hat  the 
wh'lf  of  the  -'intervening  country  is  admirably 
cftl|;fi(ated  for  ^very  species  of  military  operation. 
I|Sf«^  refrain.^sir,  from  expressing  any  opinion  on 
tie  li.jinner  in  Sivhich  our  force  was  conducted  and 
e(n»)|uyed  ;  bui  in  justice  lo  General  Winder,  I 
wi^Iiild,  that  lie  evinced  no  deficiency  of  personal 
coi4i|^e  or  military  coolness  during  the  action, 
kh  respeq:,  I  am,  6lc. 
L^^  ,  JOHN  LAW. 

(if  •         No.  11. 

[ktports  frijm  the  Ordnance  Department. 

■A'        U.  Si  Ordnance  Department, 
'  |f  Wathington.  Nov.  28,  1814. 

I^k:  In  addition  to  the  information  which  I 
ba^Ihad  the  honor  to  give  to  the  committee  of 
io?tiligation  upon  the  subject  of  the  late  invasion 
of'.jf  District^by  the  enemy,  I  have  lo  slate : 

tf^l  I  have,perused  letters  recently  written  by 
C(Jlr,jjei  D.  WJdsworth  to  Daniel  Carroll.  Esq.,  of 
ih  «  |)islrict,  rjspecling  the  burning  of  the  Polo- 
m^(t  bridge,  a^d  ihe  destruction  of  the  military 
stcAi^  deposit(jd  on  the  Virginia  side  thereof; 
wl(i|^  in  substance  contain  a  specific  denial  of 
eit*^i;|-  circum>tance  having  taken  place  by  bis 
ork^r^s  or  advi<e.  He  explicitly  states,  that  the 
l»■^i*.  was  occasioned  by  the  corporal  or  non- 
oo|i)i|)issionedf  officer  commanding  the  guard, 
wii-^.J  on  the  Jiraws  of  the  bridge  having  been 
brfli^n  by  a  violent  tornado,  and  perceiving  a 
bo^y|of  the  Bsitish  ready  to  pass  over,  concluded 
tbxffirest  and'best  measure  lo  prevent  it,  was  lo 
de»iiry,  by  fir»f,  that  end  and  part  where  he  was 
po^^  ;  and  that  the  other  end,  on  the  Wash- 
ioirttii  side,  was  fired  by  the  enemy. 

^|e  militar/  stores  which  had  been  placed  at 
lhi>f^id  of  the. bridge  were  destroyed  by  the  event 

of  4^"?  'b>t  '•Q<^- 

leave  (o  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  what 


I  had  the  honor  to  slate  Co  you  rerbally,  tbatr 
having  been  personally  conversant  with  Colonel 
Wadsworth  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Bladensburg,  and  on  ihe  subsequent  inva- 
sion of  the  ciiy,  the  colonel  at  no  lime  suggested 
to  me  (though  the  next  officer  in  command)  the 
necessity  or  expediency  of  firing  the  Potomac 
bridge;  and  I  have,  consequently,  no  belief  that 
such  was  his  intention  or  order. 

Lieutenant  Baden,  who  was  directed  to  post 
the  guard  at  the  Virginia  end  of  the  bridge,  and 
for  ihe  protection  of  the  military  stores,  unequi- 
vocally  and  explicitly  denies  having  given  any 
similar  order. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  here  a  more  particular 
account  of  the  stores  furnished  lo  Fori  Washing- 
ton :  rendered,  however,  by  ihe  late  decision  of 
a  court  martial,  less  neces.sary  than  before. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.C., 

JOHN  MORTON, 
Captain  and  Deputy  Commissary. 

Hon.  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson. 


Ordnance  Department, 

Washington,  Oct.  21,  1814. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral, I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  to  this  department,  of  the  15ih  cur- 
rent, requesting,  in  behalf  of  the  comniitiee  of 
which  you  are  chairman,  ''all  the  information  in 
its  power  on  the  subject  of  their  inquiry  ;  more 
especially  lo  state  what  was  the  quantity  and 
situation  of  the  munitions  of  war  wiihin  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  previous  to,  and  at  the  lime  of, 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy  in  his  recent  enter- 
prises against  this  metropolis.*' 

The  hurry  with  which  many  of  those  muni- 
tions were  distributed.  previou«  to.  and  at  the 
lime  of,  the  invasion,  and  ihe  dispersion  and  loss 
of  some  papers  which  gave  some  details  thereof, 
necessarily  render  the  reports  from  the  several 
persons  having  charge  of  them  somewh»t  imper- 
fect, and  will  render  it  difficult  to  give  from  this 
department  more  than  (as  follows)  a  general 
statement.  This  statement,  however,  w:ll  be  sub- 
stantially correct;  and  will,  perhaps,  tend  to  an- 
swer or  satisfy  the  committee  on  the  leading  ob- 
jects of  the  inquiry  made  of  this  office. 

Presuming  that  the  expression,  "  munitions  of 
war,"  was  intended  to  include  the  ordnance 
within  the  District.  I  shall  commence  therewith, 
by  stating,  that  there  were,  at  the  period  alluded 
to,  the  following  mounted  cannon,  viz: 

Eight  24  pounders,  cannon,  mounted  on  garri- 
son carriages,  and  forming  the  baiiery,  Greeolears 
Point. 

One  50  pounder,  columbiad,  mounted  on  gar- 
rison carriage,  and  forming  the  battery.  Green- 
leafs  Point. 

One  18  pounder,  columbiad.  mounted  on  gar- 
rison carriage,  and  forming  the  battery.  Green- 
leafs  Point. 

Two  18  pounders,  cannon,  compltte  for  the 
field,  on  travelling  carriages. 


1705 


APPENDIX. 


1706 


Capture  of  the  City  of  Washington. 


Five  12  pounders,  cannon,  complete  for  the 
field,  on  travelling  carriages. 

Si  I  6  pounders,  cannon,  complete  for  the  field, 
on  travelling  carriages. 

Three  24  howitzers,  canaon,  complete  for  the 
field,  on  travelling  carriages. 

These  last  were  in  charge  at  the  United  Slates' 
Arsenal,  Greenleafs  Point;  but  occasionally  dis- 
tributed previous  to  the  actual  invasion  of  the 
city,  as  ordered;  for  instance,  two  eighteen  pound- 
ers, on  travelling  carriages,  were  placed  in  front 
of  the  Capitol,  for  its  defence ;  two  twelve  pound- 
ers in  front  of  the  President's  house,  and  two  near 
the  General  Post  Office,  for  the  same  purposes. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  were  twelve 
six  pounders,  field  artillery,  furnished  by  the  order 
of  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  lo,  and  in  the  ser- 
Tice  of,  the  District  corps  of  ariillery  ;  and  two 
twelve  pounders  loaned  lo  the  marine  corps  of 
the  United  Slates. 

The  number  of  field  artillery  attached  to  the 
brigade  of  Alexandria  is  not  known  to  me;  but 
it  is  presumed  to  have  been  four  or  six  pieces. 

Of  ordnance  stores,  there  were  on  hand  at  the 
United  Stales'  laboratory,  exclusive,  of  course,  of 
what  had  before  been  distributed,  viz: 

140  bbls.  (14.000  lbs.)  gunpowder  of  different 
kinds. 

5  tons  of  lead. 

7,180  cannon  cartridges,  filled  and  empty  (the 
empty  are  soon  filled.) 

8,650  rounds  of  round  grape  and  canister  shot. 

150  ten  inch  shells,  with  other  stores  of  ordi- 
nary consumption,  or  expenditure,  too  numerous 

to  detail. 

In  the  military  store  and  laboratory,  viz 

Stands  of  arms  complete         .        -        - 

Cartridge  boxes  and  belts 

Bayonet  scabbards  and  bells  -         -         - 

Flints     -         -         -         -         -  .      -     .   ■ 
Musket  cartridges  of  different  kinds  (sin- 
gle ball  and  ball  and  buck  shot)  -  271,000 

The  foregoing  were  on  hand  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  invasion,  after  considerable  distribu- 
tions had  been  occasionally  made  to  the  regular 
troops  and  the  militia,  employed  in  different  sit- 
uations or  parts  of  this  section  of  the  country; 
and  equal,  it  is  believed  by  me,  to  all  their  requi- 
sitions. 

Of  rifles  it  was  impossible,  though  every  exer- 
tion was  made  by  this  department,  to  procure  a 
seasonable  supply. 

What  is  here  offered  to  the  honorable  commit- 
tee embraces,  perhaps,  all  which  is  expected  from 
this  department ;  but,  if  any  additional  objects  of 
inquiry  should  occur,  the  undersigned  will  hold 
himself  in  readiness  to  furnish,  either  personally 
or  in  writing,  whatsoever  may  be  required  and 
remain  further  within  his  means  of  information. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MORTON, 
Deputy  Commissary  U.  S.  Ordnance. 

Hon.  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson. 
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Ordnance  Department,  Nov.  4,  1814. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that,  by  an  ord- 
nance return,  bearing  date  the  30th  June,  ultimo, 
received  at  this  office,  there  were  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, on  the  Potomac — 

Two  32  pounders  on  fixed  carriages  (cannon.) 
Eight  24  pounders  do.  do. 

Two  50  pounders  (columbiads)  on  fixed  car- 
riages,  cannon. 
T  hree  6  pounders  on  travel  ling  carriages,cannon. 
Of  ordnance  stores  there  were — 
132  rounds,  32  pounders,  round  shot. 
432  rounds,  24  pounders,  round  shot. 

564  round  shot. 


99  flannel  cartridges,  32  pounders,  filled. 

86  flannel  cartridges,  24  pounders,  filled. 

88  flannel  cartridges,  32  pounders,  empty. 
405  flannel  cartridges,  24  pounders,  soon  filled. 

44  paper  cartridges,  32  pounders,  empty. 
177  paper  cartridges,  24  pounders,  empty. 

899  cartridges,  filled  and  empty. 


3,100  pounds  cannon  powder. 

246  pounds  musket  powder. 

100  musket  cartridges. 

291  pounds  lead. 

200  pounds  junk. 

137  musket  balls. 
31  stand  small  arms. 

From  the  30th  June  to  August  27,  there  were 
furnished  at  Fort  Washington  the  following: 

Four  18  pounders  (columbiads)  July  16. 

Forty-eight  stands  of  arms,  complete. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  rounds  ammuni- 
tion for  18  pounders,  columbiads. 

Two  hundred  and  five  rounds  ammunition  for 
18  pounders,  cannon. 

Foriy-eight  rounds  ammunition  for  18  pound- 
ers, grape  shot. 

Two  hundred  rounds  ammunition  for  18  pound- 
ers, round  shot. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  rounds  ammunition  for 
6  pounders,  strapped  shot. 

Sixty  rounds  ammunition  for  6  pounders,  case 
shot. 

Forty-eight  rounds  ammunition  for  18  pound- 
ers, case  shot. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  tubes. 

Thirty-four  portfires. 

Thiriy-three  pounds  slow  match. 

The  number  of  men  stationed  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington is  not  precisely  known  at  this  office,  but 
It  IS  supposed  by  me  not  to  have  exceeded  sixty. 

I  regret  that  circumstances  have  delayed  your 
receipt  of  ihis  communication  ;  but,  as  your  for- 
mer written  request  confined  my  report  to  the 
District,  more  time  has  been  required  to  ascer- 
tain the  facts  here  staled,  (particularly  the  sop- 
lies  since  the  30;h  June,)  than  would  otherwise 
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'I:'ti>ve  the  hftnor  to  be.  sir,  with  great  respect, 
701/144^^'^°'  ^rvaot, 

Jjj  i  JNO.  MORTON, 

\  } :  paptain,and  Dep.  Conu  U.  S.  Ordnance. 

litq^j).  Colonel  JoRNfiON. 


Re»A 


rea  10  rori  jtasningion,  in  tfie  monin  oj 
<t.  ISli^previous  to  the  2Uh  of  that  month. 
lundrei  18  pouad  round  shot. 


t  ofJLcedlAmmunition  and  Ordnance  Stores 
-^^^ered  to  Fort ,  Washington,  in  the  month  of 

A^ 

Tt^h  hundred  l«  po..u«  .v^« 

Ij<)r)iy-eight  J8  pound  grape 

OiifJ  hundred' and  serenteen  flannel  cartridges, 
filleiljfor  18  pojind  columbiads. 

%%>j  hundre*!  and  five  18  pound  cannoQ  cur- 
trid^vi,  flanner.boitoms,  filled. 

Oii<.  hundred  and  forty  6  pound  strapped  shot, 
fixeaj 

S«il(y  6  pouird  case  shot,  fixed. 

P*r1y-eight  J 8  pound  case  shot,  filled. 

■'Pvo  hundred  and  thirty-two  tubes  filled. 

'?r:rly-four  portfires. 

TjECrty-three. pounds  slow  match. 

R*jjht   thousjnd  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
rouikjt  cartrid(,'es,  buck  and  ball. 

T^lhenty-two:  thousand   and   fifty   musket  car- 
trKf^i,  single  call. 

fi|4teen  amriiuniuoD  boxes. 

.Hy^y- three  legs. 

'St^i?Dteen  barrels. 

N.  BADEN,  LieiU.  Com. 
^enleaf';;,  Point,  Nov.  9,  1814. 

'  ^h  No.  12. 

Scr^4r4ce  of  the  Court  Martial  in  relation  to  Cap- 
t^j^  Dyson,  .and  the  correspondence  between 
Ai»»  and  the  tiecretary  of  War. 

:  J  •  W«R  Departmejit,  Aug.  29,  1814. 

^v^'•  I  send  ^aptain  Manigault  with  orders  to 
recvlve  your  WMtten  or  verbalreport  of  the  causes 
UQ(J|r^which  yc^u  left  the  post  committed  to  your 
c^a^li-  la  ih»i  you  will  state  the  orders  under 
^^if^  7°"  acte^.  and  from  whom  received. 
5  r"* '  1  have  lije  honor  to  be,  &c., 
\t)  ';  JOHN  AR.MSTRONG. 

Q,  |it.  Dyson,  Corps  of  Artillery. 

'•]        '     

'li  •   Camp  AT  Mason's  Island, 


Qifr' 


i 


mci 


.1]  'i  August  29,  1814. 

Ei  ?»•.  I  had  tue  honor  10  receive  your  commu- 
cHFpn  of  the  "fgih  instant.  The  orders  received 
fro^prigadier 'General  Winder,  through  Major 
Hife%  {Verbally,  i,,n  the  24th  instant,  were,  in  case 
I  wai'.oppressec^'by,  or  heard  of,  an  enemy  in  my 
rea.»j)o  spike  -^ur  guns,  and  make  my  escape 
orej.yie  river.  ^  The  enemy  approached  by  water 
on  ijij;  27ih,  aod  we  had  learnt  on  that  day, 
throiijh  several  channels,  that  the  enemy  had 
beei^fcinforcecP-ai  Benedict  two  thousand  strong, 
aud|^|at  they  vere  on  their  mar«h  to  co-operate 
witjiy^e  fleet,  to  addition  to  the  force  which  left 
the.**,  y.  Undc-/  al!  these  circumstance?,  the  offi- 
cers f  nder  my  command  were  consulted,  and 
agrf  Jl  it  was  b<!st  to  abandon  the  fort,  and  eflect 

I  i     ■ 


a  retreat.     The  force  under  my  command 
thought  not  equal  to  a  defence  of  the  place. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

SAM.  T.  DYSON, 
Captain  Corps  of  Artillery. 
Hon.  J.  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 


was 


General  Orders. 

HtADUDARTEBS,  IOth  MiLITARV  Dig., 

Haliimore,  Nov.  17,  1814. 
At  a  general  court  martial,  whereof  Brigadier 
General  Smith,  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  president,  which  met  at  Wash- 
ington City,  and  continued  its  sittings,  by  divers 
adjournments,  until  the  12ih  instant,  Captain 
Samuel  T.  Dyson,  of  the  United  States'  corps  of 
artillery,  was  tried  on  the  following  charges  and 
specifications: 

Charge  /\r»r.— Violating  the  fifty-.second  arti- 
cle of  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  government 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 

Specification  M>«r.— In  that  the  said  Samuel 
T.  Dyson,  being  commanding  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Fort  Washington,  did,  on  or  about  the 
27th  of  August,  1814,  when  an  enemy  was  ap- 
proaching said  fort,  misbehave  himself  before  the 
enemy,  run  away,  and  shamefully  abandon  the 
fort,  post,  and  guard,  which  he  then  and  there 
commanded,  and  which  it  wa!«  his  bounden  duty 
to  defend,  and  jpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do 
the  like. 

Specification  Second.— la  that  the  said  Samuel 
T.  Dyson  did.  on  or  about  the  27lh  day  of  Au- 
gust, aforesaid,  at  the  post  called  Fort  Washing- 
ton, aforesaid,  cast  away  and  destroy  his  arms 
and  amniunition,  contrary  to  the  said  fifiy-second 
article  of  the  rules  and  articles  ot  war,  aforesaid, 
and  to  his  duty  as  commanding  officer. 

Charge  Second  — Conduct  unbecoming  an  offi- 
cer and  a  gentleman. 

Specification  l-\rst.—ln  that  the  said  Captain 
Samuel  T.  Dyson,  being  commanding  officer  of 
the  United  States'  fort  and  garrison,  at  a  place 
called  Fort  Washington,  did,  on  or  about  the  27ih 
day  of  August,  1814,  misbehave  himself  by  dis- 
mantling and  destroying  said  fort,  which  it  was 
his  bounden  duty  to  pre>erve  and  defend. 

Specification  Second.— \n  that  the  said  Captain 
Samuel  T.  Dyson  did,  on  or  about  the  27th  day 
of  August  aforesaid,  quit  his  post,  called  Fort 
Washington,  without  any  attempt  to  defend  the 
same;  and,  without  any  necessity  therefor,  from 
the  presence  of  an  enemy,  did  march  off  the  gar- 
rison of  the  same,  in  violation  of  bis  dutv,  and 
contrary  to  orders. 

Specification  Third.— la  thai  the  said  Captain 
Samuel  T.  Dyson,  on  or  about  the  27th  day  of 
August,  1814,  being  commanding  officer  of  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Washington,  and  an  enemy  be- 
ing then  in  his  vicinity,  was  so  drunk  and  intox- 
icated while  on  duty,  that  he  abandoned  and 
destroyed  the  fort  which  had  been  intrusted  to 
his  defence,  and  suffered  the  garrison  of  the  same 
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to  disperse,  without  being  pressed  to  the  measure  1 
for  the  safety  of  himself  and  the  garrison  afore- 
said. R.  H.  WINDER,  I 

Army  Judge  Advocate,      i 

The  court  having  heard  all  the  evidence  ad- 
Huced,  whether  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  or 
the  defence,  and  after  due  deliberation  thereon, 
pronounce  the  following  sentence  : 

On  the  first  -specification  of  the  first  charge, 
the  court  find  that  Captain  Samuel  T.  Dyson, 
of  the  United  States'  corps  of  artillery,  being 
commanding  officer  of  the  United  States'  fort, 
Fort  Washington,  did,  on  or  about  the  27th  day 
of  August,  1814,  when  an  enemy  was  approach- 
ing said  fort,  misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy, 
and  shamefully  abandon  the  fort  and  post  which 
be  then  and  there  commanded,  and  which  it  was 
his  bounden  duty  to  defend. 

The  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
of  the  second  specification  of  the  first  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
of  the  first  charge. 

In  like  full  and  deliberate  manner,  the  court 
took  into  consideration  the  second  charge,  and  the 
three  specifications  attached  to  the  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
of  the  first  specification  of  the  second  charge. 

The  court  find  the  .«;aid  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
of  the  second  specification  of  the  second  charge. 

The  court  acquit  the  said  Captain  Samuel  T. 
Dyson  of  the  third  specification  of  the  second 
charge. 

On  the  second  charge  thecourt  find  the  said  Cap- 
tain Samuel  T.  Dyson  guilty  of  conduct  unbe- 
coming an  officer,  but  do  not  find  him  guilty  of 
conduct  unbecoming  a  gentleman. 

The  court  do  sentence  Captain  Samuel  T. 
Dyson  to  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates. 

The  Major  General  commanding  the  district 
approves  of  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the 
general  court  martial  in  the  foregoing  case,  and 
accordingly  pronounces  Samuel  T.  Dyson  dis- 
missed the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  general  court  martial,  whereof  Brigadier 
General  Smith  is  President,  is  hereby  dissolved. 
By  command:  W.  SCOTT. 

FRANCIS  S.  BELTON, 
AssH  Adft  Gen.,  lOth  MiCy  Dist. 


There  was  no  correspondence  between  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  the  ecemy.  other  than  that  men- 
tioned in  llie  statement. 

As  you  request  a  statement  of  any  other  pro- 
ceedings of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  a  corpo- 
rate capacity,  touching  the  inquiry  embraced  in 
the  resolution  enclosed  in  your  letter,  I  think  it 
proper  to  state  that,  on  the  8th  of  May.  1813,  the 
Common  Council  appointed  a  deputation  to  wail 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  ap- 
prize him  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  town 
of  Alexandria;  accordingly,  the  |>ersons  appoint- 
ed waited  on  the  President,  and  represented  to 
him  the  defenceless  state  of  the  town,  and  the 
fears  of  the  citizens  that  the  Navy  Yard,  public 
buildings,  and  cannon  foundry,  would  tempt  the 
enemy  to  make  an  attack  on  the  District.  He 
observed,  that  the  representation  of  any  respect- 
able body  of  men  was  entitled  to  attention  ;  and 
that  the  subject  should  be  taken  under  consider- 
ation, or  words  to  that  elTecl. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  the  Com- 
mon Council  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  and 
co-operate  with  committees  appointed  by  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  City   of  Washington 
and   Georgetown   relative  to  the  defence  of  the 
District.     Those  several  committee^  soon  after- 
wards met  in  the  City  of  Washington,  and  ap- 
pointed a  sub-committee  to  wait  on  the  Secretary 
I  of  War,  and  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
I  to  solicit  them  to  take  measures  for  the  defence 
I  of  the  District,  and  application  on    that  subject 
I  was  accordingly  made  to  them  by  the  sub-com- 
mittees.    The  Common  Council  of  Alexandria 
has  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  the  commit- 
'  tee  of  Congress  appointed    to  inquire    into    the 
I  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  his  recent 
I  enterprises  against  the  Metropolis  and  Alexan- 
!  dria.  who  will  give  every  information  which  may 
be  required  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  in  re- 
lation to  the  enemy.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

CHARLES  SIMMS. 


No.  13. 
Report  from  the  Corporation  of  Alexandria,  in- 
cluding the  capitulation,  and  letter  from  Gen- 
eral John  Mason. 

Alexandria,  Sept.  28.  1814. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  the  26th  instant,  by  this  day's  mail,  and  hasten 
to  comply  with  your  request  therein  contained. 
The  enclosed  printed  statement  is  an  official  act 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  and  con- 
tains a  full  and  true  account  of  the  occupation  of 
this  town  by  the  enemy, and  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  that  event,  and  a  copy  of  the  terms 
imposed  by  Captain  Gordon,  the  commander  of 
the  British  squadron  on  the  town  of  Alexandria. 


A  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  the  late 
occupation  of  Alexandria,  by  a  British  squad- 
ron, tinder  the  command  of  Captain  James  A. 
Gordon. 

In  Council.  Sept.  7,  1814. 

Present  :  Thomas  Herbert.  President ;  John 
Gird.  Andrew  Fleming.  Henry  Nicholson.  J.  B. 
Paton.  John  Cohagen," James  Milan,  John  Hun- 
ter. Reuben  Johnston,  R.  I.  Taylor,  William 
Veitch,  Anthony  Rhodes. 

The  following  narrative  of  the  occupation  of 
this  town  by  the  enemy,  and  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  that  unfortunate  transaction,  hav- 
ing been  submitted  to  Council,  and  duly  consid- 
ered and  examined,  the  Council  do  unanimously 
concur  therein  ;  and  it  is  thereupon  ordered,  that 
it  be  published  in  both  of  the  paper>  printed  in 
this  town.  T.  HERBERT,  PresH. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilance, 
this  7th  of  September,  1814, 

Present :  Charles  Simms.  Mayor  ;  Joseph  Dean, 
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w  Robipson.  Jonah  Thompson.  William 
tier^frt.  Thooifts  Vowell,  Edmund  I.  Lee. 

T|i);  followirig  narrative  of  the  occupation  of 
tbelUwa  of  Alj'xandria  by  the  British  squadron, 
waii^ubmitted  lo  the  committee,  who,  upon  ex- 


"*  tIt'  ^^^^  in()uced  the 
the^ijwn  to  exiiibit  to  th 
rst^JU  of  the  wccupaiioc 
B^i.^»i  squadrcvi  under  l\ 


a>n||^g  the  ^afie,  unanimously  concur  in  it. 
,  jL  ;  CHARLES  SIMMS. 

;  'Ij  ',  Chairman. 

'""lllpMAa  Vo\jrELL,  Secretary. 

jspect  forthe  opinions  of  others,  and  a  due 
for  the  character  of  the  citizens  of  Alex- 
|,  have  in(Juced  the  municipal  authorities  of 
the  public  a  faithful  nar- 
)D  of  Alexandria  by  the 
squadrc'ti  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Got(4|n.  together  with  the  causes  which  led  to 
thainstres2>ing  event. 

f  jTjthose  whr^  are  unacquainted  with  the  siiu- 
atac'if  And  condhioa  of  Alexandria,  in  regard  to  its 
ine»|y  of  defence,  it  will  be  proper  to  state  that  it 
is  s|i  ^ite  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  upon  the 
weit  \ank  of  th*  river  Potomac,  about  six  miles 
b«lti  >  the  City  df  Washington,  the  depth  of  water 
atJtA  ►'ing  largt?  frigates  to  come  to  the  very 
wjjft  Jes  of  the  lown. 

:l|  Jtotallyde^titute  of  fortifications  of  any  kind, 
apts  ♦  proteciion  against  invasion  by  water  de- 
p<-n»:^ip  entirely  upon  a  fort  about  six  miles  below 
the^Wn,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Fort 
W«|t  .brton,  wijich  was  exclusively  under  the 
con^i  Lil  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
M'  ijut  the  mvinth  of  July  last,  it  was  announced 
tbak  jeneral  V1*inder  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mai,  ,,*of  the  tenth  military  district  of  the  United 
Si^,  4  comprehending  the  District  of  Columbia, 
au(^f  'portion  of  the  adjoining  States  of  Virginia 
antij^aryland.  including  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

U  «4onsequen<;e  of  reports  that  the  enemy  con- 
len^Jited  an  attack  upon  the  City  of  Washing- 
.tc*n  tie  municipal  authority  of  Alexandria  thought 
it  »J'57^*b'«  to  appoint  a  committee  of  vigilance, 
fcr|4^  purposi-  of  procuring  information  of  the 
apl'fl'iches  of  the  enemy,  and  of  obtaining  assi^t- 
aDc|>  4nd  advicf  as  to  the  measures  which  it  might 
b*  J  |per  to  pursue  for  protection  and  defence. 
As^i)n  as  thjs  committee  was  appointed,  they 
ctu>*4  represetviq^ions  to  be  made  toGeneral  Win- 
deri<Mthe  defer)celess  condition  of  the  town,  and 
ear,*Mly  entresfted  that  some  measures  should  be 
taivijtor  «ls  pfoteciion.  General  Winder  was 
caU^Jjon,  becaiise  it  had  been  distinctly  under- 
st3(|((.that  the 'Secretary  of  War  would  receive 
our.l^mmunications  through  this  channel  only. 
FrqifjjGeneral  Winder  every  assurance  was  made 
tba{|^uld  hav-  been  wished,  that  everything  in 
^'lirf'^'^  "bouUl  be  done  for  the  protection  of  the 
lomjv  His  metins,  however,  were  very  inconsid- 
•*;  he  had  co  money  to  expend  in  foriifica- 
!Dr  even  »n  the  erection  of  batteries;  and 
_some  defence  of  this  sort  could  be  obtained, 
ivn  woulu  be  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the 
,  il  he  should  approach  by  water,  and  should 
d  in  passing  the  fort.  The  committee  of 
ce  was  duly  impressed  with  the  necessity 
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attack  by  water ;  and  some  of  its  members,  under 
the  authority  of  the  committee,  had  repeated  in- 
terviews with  General  Winder  on  this  subject. 
In  one  of  them,  the  President  of  the  United  Statei 
was  present,  and  he  was  distinctly  given  to  un- 
derstand that,  unless  there  was  provided  an  ade- 
quate defence  for  the  town,  it  would  be  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  would  be  compelled  to 
make  the  best  terms  in  its  power.  These  represent- 
ations and  requests  produced  no  other  effect  thaa 
the  repetition  of  the  assurance  of  an  earnest  desire 
on  the  part  of  General  Winder  to  afford  every 
assistance  in  his  power. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  a  levy  en  masse  was 
made  of  the  militia  of  the  town  and  county  of 
Alexandria,  and  on  the  20ih  and  21st  they  were 
ordered  to  cross  the  Potomac,  and  stationed  be- 
tween Piscaiaway  and  Fort  Warburton.  They 
took  with  them  all  the  artillery  which  had  been 
mounted  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation,  except 
two  twelve-pounders,  which  were  left  without 
ammunition,  and  nearly  all  the  arms  belonging 
to  the  town.  They  left  no  men  but  the  exempts 
from  age  and  other  causes,  and  a  few  who  had  not 
reported  themselves,  or  had  found  substitutes  ;  and 
it  IS  not  believed  that,  after  their  departure,  one 
hundred  effective  armed  men  could  have  been 
mustered  in  town.  The  two  iron  twelve-pounders 
remained  until  the  25th,  when  Alexandria  being 
open  to  the  enemy,  then  iu  full  possess  ion  of  Wash- 
ington.they  were  removed  some  distance  from  the 
town,  by  orders  received  from  General  Youn<^. 

On  the  night  of  the  24ih.  the  Alexandria  miFitia 
were  ordered  to  recross  the  Potomac  ;  they  did  so, 
and  were  marched  through  the  town,  without  halt- 
ing, into  thecountry,and  without  giving  informa- 
tion to  the  authorities  or  inhabitants  of  the  place 
of  their  destination  ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
27ih,when  the  fleet  approached,  the  municipal  au- 
thorities of  the  town  knew  not  where  they  were. 
It  has  since  appeared,  that  they  were  then  station- 
ed about  nineteen  miles  from  town,  by  the  orders 
of  General  Winder.    It  is  here  proper  to  state  that 
General  Winder,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  in- 
formed  the  members  of  the  committee  of  vigi- 
lance, who  waited  on  him,  that  he  could  send  no 
part  of  the  forces  with    him    to  Alexandria,   but 
that  he  had  ordered  General  Young  to  cross  over 
to  Alexandria,  if  practicable,  if  not,  to  fall  down 
the  river.     The  committee  of  vigilance,  on   re- 
ceiving this  information,  sent  boats  over  to  the 
Maryland  shore,  sufficient  in  number   to   bring 
over  the  whole  of  General  Young's  force  at  once ; 
but  when  the  boats  reached  him,  he  had  received 
orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to   retain   his 
position,  as  General  Young,  in  a  communication 
to  the  Mayor,  stated.  / 

The  committee  of  vigilance,  despairing  of  ob- 
taining any  assistance  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  having  information  of  the  rapid 
approach  of  the  enemy  towards  the  Capital  by 
land,  and  that  their  squadron  was  approaching 
Alexandria  by  water,  deemed  it  their  duty  to  re- 
commend to  the  Common  Council  a  resolution 
to  the  following  effect:  ''That,  in  case  the  Brit- 
ish vessels  should   pass  the  fort,  or  their  forces 
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approach  the  town  by  land,  and  there  should  be 
no  suflScient  force,  on  our  part  to  oppose  them, 
with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  success,  they 
should  appoint  a  committee  to  carry  a  flag  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  enemy's  force,  about  to 
attack  the  town,  and  to  procure  the  best  terms 
for  the  safety  of  persons,  houses,  and  property,  in 
their  power."  This  recommendation  was  made 
on  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Bladensburg.  and,  on 
the  same  day,  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Common  Council. 

The  battle  of  Bladensburg  having  terminated 
in  the  defeat  of  our  troops,  and  General  Winder 
having  been  obliged  to  retreat  from  the  capital 
towards  Montgomery  Courthouse,  about  fifteen 
miles  to  the  west  of  it,  the  City  of  Washington 
was  left  in  the  entire  possession  of  the  enemy. 
The  citizens  of  Alexandria  saw  nothing  to  im- 
pede the  march  of  the  British  to  their  town — saw 
nothing  to  restrain  them  from  committing  the 
most  brutal  outrages  upon  the  female  portion 
of  the  society,  having  neither  arms  nor  men  to 
make  defence  with.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  the  Heads  of  the  Departments 
were  absent,  and  it  was  not  known  where  they 
were  to  be  found  ;  no  military  commander  or 
officer  of  the  General  Government  was  present  to 
direet  or  advise. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  was  considered  by  the 
Common  Council  as  their  duty  to  send  a  flag  to 
the  British  commander  at  Washington,  to  know 
what  treatment  might  be  expected  from  him.  m 
case  his  troops  should  approach  Alexandria,  and 
should  succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  the 
town.  Admiral  Cockburn,  to  whom  the  com- 
munication was  made,  assured  the  very  respecta- 
ble gentlemen  who  bore  that  flag,  that  private 
property,  of  all  descriptions,  should  be  respected  ; 
that  it  was  probable  that  fresh  provisions  and 
some  flour  might  be  wanted,  but  that,  whatever 
they  did  take,  should  be  paid  for. 

While  these  things  were  going  on  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  the  British  squadron  had  been 
gradually  ascending  the  Potomac,  and  on  the 
27th  of  August,  three  days  after  the  battle  at 
Bladensburg,  it  reached  Fort  Warburton.  No 
change  had  taken  place  in  relation  to  the  means 
of  the  defence  of  the  town  of  Alexandria.  Upon 
the  fort  did  the  safety  of  Alexandria  now  entirely 
depend.  The  citizens  looked  with  great  anxiety 
to  this  point  for  protection;  but,  to  their  great 
surprise  and  mortification,  and  without  the  con- 
currence or  the  wish  of  the  municipal  authority 
of  the  town,  or  of  any  member  of  it,  the  fort  was 
abandoned,  and  the  magazine  blown  up,  by  the 
United  States'  garrison,  on  the  evening  of  the 
27th,  without  firing  a  single  gun.  The  following 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  commander  at  the  fort,  shows  by  what 
authority  he  acted  : 

Copy  of  a   letter   from  the   Secretary  of  War  to  Cap- 
tain Dyson,  dated 

AtJOUdT  29,  1814. 
Sir:  I  send  Captain  Manigault  with  orders  to 
receive  your  written  or  verbal  report  of  the  causes 


under  which  you  left  the  post  committed  to  your 
charge.  In  this  you  will  state  the  orders  under 
which  you  acted,  and  from  whom  received. 

I  am,  sir.  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Capt.  Dyson,  Corps  of  Artillery. 

Camp  at  Mason's  Island, 

August  29,  1814. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  commu- 
nication of  the  29th  instant.  The  orders  received 
from  Brigadier  General  Winder,  through  Major 
Hite,  verbally,  on  the  24th  instant,  were,  in  case 
I  was  pressed  by  or  heard  of  an  enemy  in  my  rear, 
to  spike  our  guns,  and  make  my  escape  over  the 
river.  The  enemy  approached  by  water  on  the 
27th,  and  we  had  learned  that  day,  through  seve- 
ral channels,  that  the  enemy  had  been  reinforced 
at  Benedict  two  thousand  strong,  and  that  they 
were  on  their  march  to  co-operate  with  the  fleet, 
in  addition  to  the  force  which  left  the  city.  Un- 
der all  these  circumstances  the  officers  under  my 
command  were  consulted,  and  agreed  it  was  best 
to  abandon  the  fort  and  effect  a  retreat.  The 
force  under  my  command  was  thought  not  equal 
to  a  defence  of  the  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considera- 
tion, your  obedient  servant. 

SAM.  T.  DYSON, 
Capt.  corps  Artillery. 

Hon.  John  Ahmstrong, 

Secretary  of  IVar. 

This  relinquishment  of  the  fort  decided  the  fate 
of  Alexandria.  Nothing  was  left  to  oppose  the 
progress  of  the  squadron,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th  it  passed  the  ruins  of  the  fort  on  its  way 
to  the  town;  their  barges  had  sounded  a  consid- 
erable distance  above.  About  ten  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  the  28th,  after  the  squadron  was  above 
the  fort,  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Council 
to  bear  the  flag  to  the  enemy,  in  case  tkey  should 
pass  the  fort,  set  out  upon  their  mission,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ship  commanded  by  Captain  Gor- 
don. They  requested  to  know  what  his  inten- 
tions were  in  regard  to  the  town  of  Alexandria. 
They  were  informed  by  Captain  Gordon  that  he 
would  communicate  his  terms  when  he  came  op- 
posite the  town.  But  he  assured  them  that,  in 
the  meantime,  if  the  squadron  was  not  molested 
by  the  inhabitants,  the  persons,  houses,  and  fur- 
niture of  the  citizens.  «hould  not  be  injured.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the  flag  was  the 
Mayor.  Upon  his  return  from  the  squadron  he 
was  informed  that  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry, 
from  the  army  of  General  Hungetford,  had  been 
in  town,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoiter- 
ing  the  enemy  ;  that  it  had  remained  but  a  short 
time.  Upon  inquiry,  it  was  understood  that  the 
array  of  General  Hungerford  was  at  that  time 
about  sixteen  miles  from  Alexandria,  on  its  march 
to  that  place,  having  followed  the  British  squad- 
ron along  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  a  great  part 
of  Its  way  up.  The  force  of  General  Hungerford 
was  composed  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  two 
or  three  small  pieces  of  artillery,  not  calculated 
to  afford  any  protection  to  the  town. 
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•  i'lpe  municipal  authority  of  the  town  had  re- 

ihe  approacij  of  this  army  ; 

the  flag  it  was  too  late  to 

jii(,  ■   into  any  arrangement  with  General  Hun- 

gv^t^d  for  deience:  he  was  too  distant  to  afford 


■  )ine  municipal  autn( 
♦^*|ird  no  advice  of  th 
:iiM|ift«r  the  return  of 
3t^K  :  ■ 


»e  squadrpn  having  suspended  its  approach 
o  |4*^  town,  (fid  nut  reach  it  until  the  evening  of 
i^ii^day.  Oq  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  to 
ir8j.;tbe  29ih  of  August,  it  arranged  itself  along 
^Kt^iown,  so  ^5  to  corhraand  it  from  one  eitrem- 
•  tf  |o  the  other.  The  force  consisted  of  two 
fri^  ;^es.  to  wi^,  the  Seahorse,  rating  ihirlyeight 
gi^<  I  and  Euyyalus,  rating  thirty-six  guns;  two 
rcvii^t  ships,  of  eighteen  guns  each  ;  two  bomb 


Upon  the  Mayor's  receiving  them,  he  sent  for 
the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilance. 
These  terms  were  borne  by  one  of  the  officers  of 
Captain  Gordon's  frigate,  who  stated  that  but 
one  hour  was  allowed  him  to  wait  fur  a  reply  to 
them.  Upon  their  being  read  by  the  Mayor  and 
the  committee,  it  was  observed  to  the  officer,  by 
the  Mayor  and  one  of  the  committee,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  that  the  Common  Council  could 
accede  to  several  of  them  ;  that  the  municipal  au- 
thority of  the  town  had  no  power  to  recall  the 
merchandise  that  had  been  sent  out  subsequent 
to  the  19th  of  August.  The  reply  of  the  officer 
was.  in  that  case  it  would  not  be  expected. 

He  was  further  informed,  that  it  would  not  be 


sh$,  j,  of  eight  guns  each  ;  and  a  schooner  of  two  I  in  the  power  of  the  Common  Council  to  compel 
g^(  ^.  which  \i?'erc  but  a  few  hundred  yards  from      • 
ih»j  yharves,  and  the  houses  so  situated  that  they 
mjj  Sthave  bev'n  laid  in  ashes  in  a  few  minutes. 
A\  ipt  ten    o'clock    in  the  morning  of  the  29ih, 


Cf  lam  Gordfjn  sent  to  the  Mayor  the  following 
teti  ^ : 

i%»'        His  Majesty's  Ship  Seahorse, 
j<  OJ)  Alexandria,  Aug.  29,  1614. 

.Gentlemen:  In  consequence  of  a  deputation 
y*ifrday  received  from  the  city  of  Alexandria, 
rej^ifsting  favorable  terras  for  the  safety  of  the 
ciit'the  undermentioned  are  the  only  conditions 
in  ivy  power  U)  offer: 

l^he  town  of  Alexandria,  with  the  exception  of 
P'j'Jljc  works,  bhall  not  be  destroyed,  unless,  hos- 
iii*f.|S  are  commenced  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
ca#f^  nor  shall  the  inhabitants  be  molested  in 


the  citizens  to  assist  in  getting  up  the  sunken 
vessels.  The  officer  answered,  that  their  sailors 
would  then  do  it.  He  was  required  to  explain 
what  was  intended  by  the  term  merchandise,  as 
used  in  the  fourth  article.  He  answered,  that  it 
was  intended  to  embrace  that  species  of  mer- 
chandise only  that  was  intended  for  exportation, 
such  as  tobacco,  flour,  cotton,  bale  goods,  ice. 

The  Mayor,  and  one  of  the  committee,  request- 
ed to  know  whether  the  Commodore  intended  to 
require  a  delivery  of  any  more  of  the  merchandise 
than  he  could  take  away  with  them.  He  an- 
swered, It  would  not  be  required.  This  explana- 
tion was  afterwards  recognised  by  Captain  Gor- 
don. With  these  verbal  explanations  the  pre- 
ceding terms  were  submitted  to  the  Common 
Council.     It  will  be  here  proper  to  remark,  that. 


kcMlnanner   Whatever,  or   their  dwelling  houses  I '^*^^" '^*'*  ^""^^  ^^^^  proposed  and  submitted 
cnftkH,  if  M  following  articles  are    "omnlied  T"  *"^  ^°™™°"  ^''""*^''' ^*"^^*' ^""^^^^^'^  ^a<l 

l^iticle  1.  aJII  naval  and  ordnance  stores,  pub- 
lic|i^d  private,jmust  be  immediately  delivered  up. 

4  jticle  2.  Possession  will  be  immediately  taken 
ofj^jl  the  ship^)ing,  and  their  furniture  must  be 
sei^^jpn  board  j>y  the  owners,  without  delay. 

;^|ticle  3.    '(he  vessek  that   have  been   sunk 


not  arrived  with  his  army,  nor  did  it  reach  the 
suburbs  of  the  town  until  the  night  of  that  day. 
The  town  was  still  without  any  means  of  defence, 
and  It  was  evident  that  no  defence  could  avail, 
but  that  species  of  force  which  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  drive  the  ships  from  their  moorinn's.  No 
communication  had  been  received  from  the  offi- 

and  the  town 


ese 

ve 


m^J  be  deliv^ed  up  in  the  state  they  were  in  on  *  '^^^  °^  '^^  General  Government,  and  the  tov 
thyl|9th  of  Ai^ust,  the  day  of  the  squadron  pass-  '  ^PP^^red  to  be  abandoned  to  its  fate.  Under  the 
iD&$i)ie  Kettle  bottoms.  circumstances  the  Common  Council  could  ha 

f^iticle  4.  .^lerchandise  of  every  description  I  °°''"''*';°°  *''" ''^%'^''""* ''^  ^*^  P"""'^<1-  The 
m«j>be  instantly  delivered  up;  and,  to  prevent  i  c'"^^"^  "'  '^e  town,  of  all  descriptions,  with  an 
aojijrregulariljes  that  might  be  commuted  in  its  \  >mmense  ralue  of  property,  were  entirely  in  the 
eoji^rcation,  tlje  merchants  have  It  in  their  option  iP''^"^*''  the  enemy  whose  naval  commander, 
toJi,>dthe  vessels  generally  employed  for  that  I  ^^^^V^""'"'^^  P'"^'*'"*"°'' o'" '^e  President  of 
pvM)i)se,  when'they  will  be  towed  off  by  us  i  !"^  United  btaies,  dated  on  the  first  of  Septem- 

'^tiicleS.  All  raerchandise  that  has  been  re-  ■  .^''' !?*'  ^^^clared  his  -purpose  to  be  to  employ 
m.5ied  from  Aieiandria,  since  the  19th  instant  ;  Jn«, 'orce  under  his  direction  in  destroying  and 
IS  )lte  included  in  the  above  articles  '    laying  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon  the 

MtticleC.  Ilefreshments  of  every'description  n°*f' **'.  ^^^  ^^  ^°""'^  assailable."  A  similar 
to^|e,'suppliedr:he  ships,  and  paid  fur  at  the  market  «^claration  had  been  made  by  Captain  Gordon  to 
pr^L-.by  bills  tfn  the  British  Government  the  cofpraittee  who  bore  the  flag.     Against  the 

Virticle  7.  Officers  will  be  appointed  to 'see  that  '  ^"^'^'^  °^  ^^'^^  *"  etiemy  was  the  town  of  Alex- 
thw  Wt'cles  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  are  strictly  com-  '  i"^^'*'  ^^"^0"^  any  means  of  defence  whatever, 
plife^i'wiih;  an<l  any  deviation  or  non-compliance     ^"^  Pp.'^P'^  °^  '^^  ^^^^  ^^'•"^  >'  h's  mercy,  and 

--  ' r   .         ,    .  ,..  compelled  to  yield  to  such  terms  as  the  "victor" 

might  think  fit  to  prescribe.     If  the  members  of 
the  municipal  authority,  and  citizens  of  the  town, 


QQ^|;e  part  of  ;he  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  will 
re4.|»r  this  trejtty  null  and  void.     1  have,  »&,c. 


i 


JAMES  A.  GORDON, 
Capt.  of-  His  Majesty^s  ship  Heahorse.  ^c 
3H  the  CoD^sciL  of  the  tovn  of  Alexandria. 


had  given  loose  to  the  feelings  of  indignatioii 
which  the  occasion  had  excited,  and  had  sacri- 
ficed  the  town,  and   exposed    their    wives    and 
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daughters  to  the  wanton  insults  of  an  unrestrain- 
ed enemy,  they  would  have  betrayed  their  trusts, 
and  have  deplored  the  consequences. 

The  Common  Council,  therefore,  were  obliged 
to  yield  submission  to  the  terms  as  explained, 
and  did.  thereupon,  pass  and  publisii  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

"  Hetolved,  That  the  Common  Council  of  Alex- 
andria, in  assenting  to  the  conditions  offered  by 
the  commander  of  the  British  squadron  now  off 
the  town,  has  acted  from  the  impulse  of  irresisti- 
ble necessity,  and  solely  from  a  regard  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  town;  that  it  considers  the  assent  by 
it  given  as  only  formal,  inasmuch  as  the  enemy 
had  it  already  in  their  power  to  enforce  a  com- 
pliance with  their  demand  by  a  seizure  of  the 
property  required  from  us;  and  believing  the 
safety  of  the  persons  of  the  inhabiiantf,  of  iheir 
dwellings,  and  of  such  property  as  is  not  compre- 
hended within  the  requisition,  to  depend  entirely 
on  the  observance  of  the  terms  of  it.  the  Common 
Council  recommends  to  the  inhabitants  an  ac- 
quiescence, at  the  same  time  that  it  does  express- 
ly disclaim  the  power  of  doing  any  act  on  its  part 
to  enforce  compliance,  its  authority,  in  this  par- 
ticular, being  limited  to  recommendation  only." 

In  the  execution  of  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
enemy  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  verbal  expla- 
nations made  by  the  officer  to  the  Mayor,  were 
generally  adhered  to.  No  merchandise  was  re- 
quired to  be  brought  back  to  the  town  ;  no  assist- 
ance was  required  of.  or  offered  by  the  citizens, 
in  getting  up  the  sunken  vessels.  The  depreda- 
tions of  the  enemy,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were 
confined  to  flour,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  which  they 
carried  off  in  some  of  the  vessels  then  at  the  town. 
Only  one  vessel  was  burnt;  uo  private  dwelling 
was  visited  or  entered  in  a  rudeor  hostile  manner, 
nor  were  citizens  per.«onally  exposed  to  insult. 

The  loss  sustained  from  the  enemy,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  not  exceed  the  following:  three  ships, 
three  brigs,  several  bay  and  river  craft,  the  num- 
ber of  which  has  not  been  ascertained  ;  all  of 
which  were  earned  away,  and  one  ship  burnt. 
The  quantity  of  flour  carried  away,  it  is  believed, 
will  not  exceed  sixteen  thousand  barrels;  about 
one  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  and  one  hund- 
red and  fifty  bales  of  cotton;  and  of  wine,  sugar. 
and  other  articleH,  not  more  than  five  thousand 
dollars'  worth. 

I,  Israel  P.  Thompson,  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Alexandria,  do  certify,  that  the  above 
IS  a  true  copy  from  the  original. 

ISRAEL  P.  THOMPSON.  C.  C. 

October  6,  1814. 


Alexandria,  Oct.  7,  1814. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  enclosed  resolutions 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  dated  the 
27th  September,  1814.  marked  A,  appointing  us 
a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  town, for  the  pur- 
pose therein  mentioned,  we  beg  leave  to  lay  be- 
fore the  committee  of  Congress  the  following 
statement  and  accompanying  documents: 

Misrepresentations  of  the  conduct  of  the  citi- 


zens of  Alexandria,  when  the  British  squadron 
approached  this  place,  having  been  circulated 
through  the  Union,  the  Common  Council  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  Congress  a 
true  history  of  the  steps  which  the  citizens  have, 
from  time  to  time,  taken,  in  order  tg  guard  against 
that  misfortune  which  has  come  upon  them — ft 
misfortune  they  deplore  as  much  on  the  national, 
as  on  their  own  individual  account.  The  citi- 
zens of  Alexandria  rejoice  that  an  opportunity 
has  been  afforded  them  to  lay  before  Congress  a 
faithful  narrative  of  the  proceedings  which  self- 
preservation  compelled  them  to  adopt.  It  will 
show  that  they  did  all  in  their  power  to  avert  the 
blow. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1812,  a  volunteer  com- 
pany was  raised  in  Alexandria,  and  stationed  at 
Fort  Washington,  in    the  manner   stated    in    the 
letter  of  Captain   McGuire,  marked  B.     In  the 
month  of  March,  1813.  the  artillery  company  of 
Alexandria,  then  commanded  by  Captain  Mars- 
teller,  was  stationed  at  Fort  Washington.      See 
Captain  Griffith's  certificate,  marked  C.     On  the 
21st  March,  1813,  the  Common  Council  appoint- 
ed the  Mayor  of  the  town,  and   the  President  of 
the  Council,  to  wait  upon  the  Secretary  of  War. 
in   company  with  the  Colonel  of  the  second  le- 
gion, to  request  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition 
for  the   use  of  the  militia  in   the  defence  of  the 
town.     See  document  D.     On  the  8th  of  May, 
1813,   the  Common   Council  appointed   four  re- 
spectable citizens  to  wait  upon  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and   apprize  him   of  the  de- 
fenceless stale  of  the  town  ;  which  order  is  mark- 
ed E.     That  committee,  in  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Corporation,  did  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent; the  result  of  the  interview  they  had  with 
him  will  be  found  in  the  paper  marked  F.     Oa 
the  8th  of  May.  1813,   the  Council  appropriated 
$1,500,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Corporation,  for 
mounting  the  cannon  belonging  to  the  town.   See 
document  marked  D.     On  the   11th  May.  1813, 
the  Common  Council  appointed  a  committee  of 
vigilance,  to  confer  and  co-operate  with  the  com- 
mittees of  Washington  and  Greorgetown,  in  re- 
quiring assistance  from  Government,  for  the  gen- 
eral defence  of  the  District  of  Columbia.   See  doc- 
ument E.     A  deputation  from  the  committees  of 
the  three  towns  waited  upon  General  Armstrongs 
the  result  of  their  conference  was  such  as  is  stated 
in  the  certificate  of  Colonel  George  Deneale,  one 
of  the  persons  who  waited  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War.     See  his  certificate,  marked  G. 

The  Secretary  of  War  did  send  an  engineer, 
as  he  promised,  who  made  a  report  to  him,  a  copy 
of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and  is  marked  H. 
The  Common  Council,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1814, 
passed  two  resolutions,  and  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  vigilance,  for  the  purposes  in  said  resolu- 
tions expressed.  See  E.  In  pursuance  of  these 
last  resolutions,  the  committee  of  vigilance  pro- 
ceeded to  take  such  measures  as  they  could,  to- 
wards complying  with  the  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment; they  passed  the  resolutions  which  are 
marked  1.  In  pursuance  of  the  first  resolution  of 
the  committee  of  vigilance  General  Winder  was 
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^KffA\ed  upon,:  and   a  few  days  after   b«  risited 

andria,  h^id  an  interriew  with  some  of  the 

ittee  ofvvigilance  and  Colonel  Deneale,  as 

ppear  b,  the  certificate  of  Colonel  Deneale, 

ed  K.     J 

e  banks  ^f  Alexandria  and  Potomac,  on  the 
^  ,j  ,nd  13th -of  August,  loaned  to  the  General 
C(<  ^^rnraent,  ihe  one  ten  thousand,  and  the  other 
*^  r^iy-five  thjjousand  dollars,  upon  the  cenditions 
ll*.«-*the  same-should  be  applied  to  the  erection  of 
f(^  .^cations  fpr  the  District  of  Columbia,  south 
oii^exandriaf  See  the  letters  of  the  presidents 
ol|  Hose  banks,  marked  L  and  M.  The  Corpora- 
ti^4t  on  the  fk'teenih  of  September,  18J4,  appro- 
pijil'ed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  town  twelve  hund- 
retiflollars,  (o\  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses 

[laborers  and  carts  to  be  employed  in  the  erec- 
•i)f  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  District. 
iocumeni  D. 

le  committee  having  laid  before  you  the  doc- 
its  which  exhibit  the  efforts  of  the  citizens 
o^f^lexandriCk  to  have  the  town  defended  from 
in}>^ion,  beg  teave  to  lay  before  the  committee 
aylrort  of  thfr  Common  Council  and  committee 
oCtkilance,  (J^ted  on  the  7th  of  September  last, 
ol*vpe  conducj  of  the  citizens  when  the  British 
s^rAlron  apprbached  Alexandria.    See  document 

>|>ed  N.  When  the  first  attetnpt  was  made, 
01*  tie  25th  of  August,  to  blow  up  the  south  end 
of^Kje  Potomac  bridge,  six  hundred  stand  of  arms 
wtU  blown  Up,  about  two  hundred  of  which  re- 
rani^d  uninjiJred  and  fit  for  use;  these  were  col- 
lerWd  together  by  Mr.  Joseph  Dean,  one  of  the 
cwifQittee  of  vigilance,  and  sent  to  the  Little 
F^jll  of  PotonLac  for  safety.  When  General  Hun- 
gf^^rd's  army  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Altjandria,  these  arms  were  ordered  to  be  deliv- 
er j;  34  to  General  Hungerford.  See  Mr.  Dean's 
cfT|^cate.  O.  On  the  30th  of  August  the  Mayor 
ajiift^zed  General  Hungerford  where  two  twelve- 
p<j<Jders.  whi.:h  had  been  by  the  order  of  Gene- 
rairt'cung  removed  from  town,  could  be  found. 
S«|>he  May0('s  letter,  marked  P.  and  the  reply 
ofjCi^neral  Huagerford.  signed  by  James  Mercer, 
hi^l^d.  niarke^  Q„ 

rfie  day  on  which  the  enemy  left  Alexandria. 
arOt^r.  purporling  to  be  from  Admiral  Codring- 
tofiltlated  28t&  August,  1814.  addressed  to  the 
CCflSianding  Officer  of  the  British  squadron  in 
iht^b*otomac.  yith  the  cover  which  now  encloses 
ii.'ifs  handedifrom  the  post  office  in  this  place 
to-|l|r.  Joseph  Oean,  one  of  the  committee  of  vigi- 
la^Ji;  how  it  {^ot  into  the   post  office  we   know 

>,}  we  can  refer  the  committee  to  Mr.  Thomas 

[ijipen.  the  ijeputy  postmaster  here,  and  to  Mr. 

j^"Spalding;(of  Maryland,  who,  we  have  reason 
lieve,  can:  give  some  account  of  the  route 

litter  camt-  to  Alexandria;  this  document  is 
in^ljked  R.     It^the  committee  should  require  any 
fuirfc^r  informition,  or  explanation,  we  shall  be 
re;il*.  at  all  tiifoes,  to  give  it  as  far  as  we  can. 
J»t  are,  witi  great  respect,  dtc. 


I'ii 


WM.  NEWTON, 
ED.M.  I.  LEE, 
JOSEPH  DEAN, 
G.  DENEALE. 


Alkxindria,  Nov.20,  1814. 

Sir:  Prom  the  appearaace  of  the  enemy'i 
snuadron  in  sight  of  Alexandria,  on  the  evening 
of  the  27th  August  last,  until  its  departure  on  the 
3d  of  September,  I  remained  in  town,  with  the 
exception  of  an  absence  of  a  few  hours  on  the 
day  last  mentioned. 

Among  the  many  base  calumnies  propagated 
respecting  our  unfortunate  town,  by  men  more 
profligate  than  the  enemy  who  plundered  us, 
there  is  none  more  cruel  and  unfounded  than  the 
charge  of  the  inhabitants  having  surrendered  the 
property  of  strangers  to  procure  safety  for  their 
own. 

The  printed  narrative  of  the  Common  Council 
contains  all  the  material  facts  connected  with 
the  capture  of  the  town,  and  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  add  anything  of  importance.  The  charge 
above  mentioned,  which  you  have  particularly 
noticed  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  can 
assure  you,  is  totally  destitute  of  truth.  The 
people  of  Alexandria  did  not  afford  the  enemy 
any  assistance  in  removing  or  shipping  the  plun- 
dered property;  nor  did  any  instance,  to  my 
knowledge,  occur  of  any  individual  having  at- 
tempted to  save  his  own  property  by  turning  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  towards  that  of  another. 
In  respect  to  persons,  the  plunder  was  indiscrim- 
inate. The  enemy  not  having  the  aid  of  horses 
or  carriages  for  the  removal  of  the  property,  from 
a  regatd  to  their  own  convenience,  and  not  the 
suggestions  of  others,  confined  their  depredations 
to  the  warehouses  on  the  water,  in  which  large 
quantities  of  produce  were  contained,  belonging 
to  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  to  strangers  :  all 
sufferers  alike. 

After  the  Common  Council  had  passed  their 
resolution  of  the  29th  of  August,  declaring  their 
want  of  authority  to  require  the  observance  of 
the  terms  to  which  they  had  been  compelled  to 
accede,  and  recommending  submission,  they  did 
no  other  act  at  all  connected  with  the  seizure  or 
surrender  of  property. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  dtc. 

R.  I.  TAYLOR. 
The  Hon.  R.  M.  Joa.Nso.t. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Krpretent- 
ativei  of  the  United  States  of  America  »n  Congrest 
assembled,  the  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  respectfully  represents  . 

That  the  late  capture  by  the  British  squadron 
of  their  town  has  afforded  a  pretext  to  wanton 
defaraers  to  brand  the  citizens  of  Alexandria  with 
every  epithet  of  ignominy  and  di-grace.  Not 
content  with  proclaiming  their  slanders  through 
the  papers  of  the  day,  some  have  been  so  unprin- 
cipled as  to  whisper  in  the  ears  of  some  of  the 
honorable  members  of  your  body,  the  most  illib- 
eral accusations;  one  of  which  is,  that  the  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens,  taken  from  them  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  invadingenemy,  had  been  voluntarily 
parted  with  by  the  inhabitants,  and  an  equivalent 
received  for  it;  a  charge  totally  unfounded  in 
fact,  and  without   the   smallest  ground  of  truth 
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for  its  support;  as  your  memorialists  can  venture 
to  assert  that  not  a  solitary  instance  of  the  kind 
can  be  produced.  When,  therefore,  your  memo- 
rialists find  the  reputation  of  the  town  assailed  in 
public  and  private,  by  those  dark  and  restless 
spirits,  whose  delight  it  is  to  devour  reputation, 
every  virtuous  and  honorable  mind  must  feel  it 
a  solemn  duty  to  solicit,  as  a  right,  from  their 
Constitutional  governors,  a  strict  and  just  inves- 
tigation into  the  whole  of  their  conduct.  The 
citizens  of  Alexandria,  in  the  aggregate,  can 
fear  the  result  of  no  inquiry  which  may  be  made 
into  their  conduct  on  the  occasion  alluded  to. 
They  know  their  motives  have  been  pure,  and 
that  the  course  they  took  can  be  justified  by  those 
immutable  principles  of  self-preservation,  for  the 
exercise  of  which  no  just  Government  will  con- 
demn them,  and  the  surrender  of  which  cannot, 
of  right,  be  demanded.  Your  memorialists  cannot 
forbear,  on  ihu  occasion,  to  express  their  indig- 
nant surprise  to  find  their  town  traduced  for  a 
conduct  which  every  citizen  in  the  nation  would 
have  pursued  had  they  been  abandoned,  as  Alex- 
andria was,  to  the  mercy  of  a  victorious  and  pow- 
erful enemy.  In  this  situation,  what  alternative 
had  we  but  to  tell  the  enemy  we  could  not  resist, 
because  we  had  not  the  means?  This  is  all  we 
did.  We  yielded  to  superior  power.  Our  weak- 
ness has  been  our  crime.  Our  reliance  upon  the 
protection  of  our  Government  has  been  our  mis- 
fortune. For  this  misfortune  have  the  citizens 
of  Alexandria  been  publicly  charged  as  traitors  to 
their  country.  To  submit  to  calumny  of  this  na- 
ture without  a  murmur  is  more  than  could  be 
calculated  upon.  To  ask  an  investigation  is  what 
ought  to  be  expected  from  the  virtuousand  inno- 
cent. This  request  is  the  more  reasonable  when 
it  is  recollected  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  has  deemed  it  proper,  in  his  public  procla- 
mation, to  state  that  Alexandria  bad,  in  yielding 
to  the  terms  imposed  upon  them,  "  inconsiderate- 
ly" surrendered  to  the  enemy.  Your  memorial- 
ists deem  it  a  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  town,  concisely  to  state  what  have 
been  the  efforts,  at  different  times,  of  the  citizens, 
to  obtain  an  adequate  defence  of  the  town  and 
District. 

In  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  1812.  a  few 
months  after  the  declaration  of  war,  a  company 
of  about  beveoty  volunteers  was  raised  in  Alex- 
andria, and  equipped  at  the  ex(>en$e  of  some  of 
the  citizens.  This  company  was  under  ibe  or- 
ders of  the  General  Government,  who  had  them 
stationed  at  Fort  Washington,  where  they  con- 
tinued for  some  months,  and  from  thence  removed 
to  Annapolis,  at  which  place  they  were  dis- 
banded. 

In  the  month  of  March,  in  the  year  1613,  the 
artillery  company,  forming  a  part  of  the  militia 
of  the  town,  consisting  of  about  seventy  men, 
rank  and  file,  was  stationed  for  about  three  months 
at  Fott  Washington.  The  municipal  authority  of 
the  town,  cotKcious  of  its  unprotected  state,  and 
justly  considering  it  the  duty  of  the  Greneral  Gov- 
ernment to  defend  every  portion  of  that  territory 
which  was  placed  under  its  exclusive  authority. 


on  the  21st  of  March,  1813,  appointed  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  town,  the  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  together  with  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  second  legion  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict, to  wait  upon  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
request  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  the 
use  of  the  militia  in  the  defence  of  the  town. 
Your  memorialists  have  reason  to  believe  that 
arms  were  furnished  a  short  time  after  this  re- 
quest. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1813,  the  Common  Coun- 
cil sent  four  respectable  citizens  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  apprize  him  of  the  then 
defenceless  state  of  the  town.  These  gentlemen 
did  wait  upon  and  communicate  to  him  what 
was  the  condition  of  Alexandria  as  to  the  means 
of  defence  ;  that  the  citizens  felt  great  anxiety  on 
accountof  thedangers  with  which  ihey  werethreat- 
ened  from  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy  in  our  wa- 
ters, and  the  defenceless  state  of  the  District,  and 
requested  him  to  have  some  measures  of  defence 
and  protection  adopted  as  speedily  as  possible. 
To  this  request  the  President  staled,  that  every 
portion  of  the  community  was  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Government, and  thatrepresentations 
of  any  respectable  body  of  men  had  a  claim  upon 
Its  attention,  and  gave  the  gentlemen  who  waited 
upon  him  to  understand  that  their  representation 
would  be  properly  attended  to;  he  also  stated  it 
was  impossible  to  extend  protection  to  every  as- 
sailable point  of  the  country.  The  committee 
urged  upon  him  the  various  circumstances  which 
would  invite  the  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
City  of  Washington  in  particular,  which  would  of 
course  involve  the  whole  District  in  its  dangers. 
The  committee,  at  the  same  time,  assured  him  of 
the  perfect  readiness  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria 
to  co-o|>erate,  by  their  personal  services,  or  in 
any  other  way,  with  the  Government,  in  any 
measure  of  defence  which  it  might  adopt  for  the 
security  of  the  District. 

The  Common  Council,  solicitous  to  provide 
for  the  defence  of  the  town  and  District,  as  far  as 
their  limited  powers  and  means  would  permit, 
did,  in  the  month  of  May,  1813,  appropriate,  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  corporation,  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  to  pay  for  mounting  some  cannon  which 
were  in  the  town,  and  had  been  in  the  use  of  the 
militia  while  under  the  State  government.  In 
the  month  of  May.  1813,  a  deputation  from  Alex- 
andria, Washington,  and  Georgetown,  bad  an  in- 
terview with  the  Secretrry  of  War,  relative  to  the 
defenceless  situation  of  the  District.  This  com- 
miltee  did  urge  that  a  more  efficient  defence 
might  be  afforded  for  the  District  than  then  ex- 
isted. It  was  particularly  urged  upon  the  Sec- 
retary that  the  fortifications  at  P^ort  Washington, 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Fort  Warbur- 
ton,  should  be  increased.  In  consequence  of  this 
representation,  the  Government  sent  an  engineer 
to  examine  the  fort,  who,  on  the  2Sth  of  May, 
1813,  reported  to  the  War  Department,  as  the 
result  of  bis  examination,  that  "an  additional 
number  of  heavy  guns  at  Fort  Warburton,  and 
an  additional  fort  in  the  neighborhood,  are  both 
to  be  considered  unnecessary."    Notwithstanding 
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^j|«j repeated  solicitations  of  ihe  citizens  of  Alex- 
4i.|ria.  in   the  year   1813,  nothing  was  done  to- 
»*^ds  its  defence,  except  sending  an  engineer  to 
^^iine    the    fort.     Id    silence   did    Alexandria 
"ait  to  this  negiect  of  their  safety,  until   the 
ih  of  Jufy.  1814,  when  the  Common  Council 
•in  endeairored  to  procure  an  adequate  defence, 
iitiemen,  acting   under    the  authority  of  the 
poration.in  the  month  of  July,  waited  on  the 
tary  coraniiaiider  of  the  tenth  district,  with  the 
/ofascertiiining  what  measuresof  defence  bad 
Ji  taken,  or'  were  intended  to  be  adopted,  for  the 
f  Dce  of  ihi"  town  of  Alexandria  and  District. 
y  General. ^ho  seemed  to  be  anxious  to  do  his 
*,  as  far  as  the  means  within  his  control  would 
*Ljl)le  him.  suited  to  those  gentlemen  the  number 
<f|i^ilnia  he  expected  would  joiu  him,  anil  which 
s<f|ied  to  be  all  the  defence  he  calculated  upon. 
'I'jj^   was  a  species  of  defence  which   certainly 
ci,^d   be  of  lio  use  against  an  attack   by  water. 
hji-i;   too   obv-jous,  that  the    town  of  Alexandria 
ttl>}d  not  be  befended  in  any  other  manner  than 
l»»|  proper  furt  or  forts  below  it.  with  a  compe- 
^tiv   garrison.      The  General    commanding   the 
U|fh  military  district   risted    Alexandria.     The 
Cf  le  of  defending  it  from  a  water  attack  was 
piloted  out  t(;  him.     To  adopt  it.  required  mo- 
fyy'u  this  he  was  not  furnished  with.     This  dif- 
%.v5'y-   however,  was   removed    by  the  offer  of 
tjl^e   of   the  banks  in   Alexandria   to  loan   the 
''*'^\|ernmeDt  tjfty  thousand   dollars,  for   the  pur- 
*  of  erecting  proper  defences  for  the  District : 
i;h  loan  was  accepted,  and  the  money  paid  to 
*^^fGovernm»'nt.     No  steps  were  taken  towards 
sf^^rmg  the   ;own   from  attack  by  water,  but  it 
^.|^lffi  to  be. defended  at  the  fort  by  a  garrison 
n^f  |fXceediDg  eighty  men.  rank  and  tile.    On  the 
2?^»   of  Augu>t,  a  few   hours  before  the  battle 
■••IJBladensbu^jg,  the   Commanding  General  and 
Ht|'*J^oi  of  t^e  United  States  were,  by  the   au- 
tfi;|iiy  of  the  i:ommiltee  of  vigilance  of  Alexan- 
<b^,  reminde^  of  the  destitute  state  of  the  town 
ft«^t>  the  menns  of  defence,  and  informed  what 
ifi^ld  be  the  deplorable  alternative  the  citizens 
y/J^ld    be   recuced   to  if  the   British  squadron, 
h  was  apvproaching  the  town,  and  was  then 
twenty   to   thirty  miles  beluw.  .should  find 
town  unprotected   as  it  was  at   that  time, 
e  afternol)n  of  the  27th  of  August  the  squad- 
arrived   3t   the  lort,  (the  magazine  having 
blown   up,  and  it  abandoned   by  the   few 
tiy^s  of  the  United  States  which  had  been  sta- 
ti(A^d  there)  Tilhout  opposition.     On  the-  raorn- 
i|*|fjt  the  28l!S.  after  the  fort  had  been  destroyed 
be  jhe  enemyjand  after  their  vessels  had  passed 
ly  ind   were  \n  full  view  of  the   town,  and    not 
b»  ^re.  no  officer,  military  or  civil,  of  the  United 
S»i  ites.  being.  |3n  this  emergency,  in  the  town  or 
1}  .jrict  to  dejjend  or  direct,  (the  military  uf  the 
:t(S  kji    having jbeen    previously   marched  off,  en 
■«<'  tse.  by  putjlic  authority.)  the   municipal  au- 
tS  iity  of  the)  town   were,  from  extreme  neces- 
'Bwtj  compellel  to   take  such  steps  as  were  best 
ct  julated  to  ^ave  the  town  from  conflagration. 
Ti|iy  authorised  a  flag  to  meet  the  advancing 
The  restllt  of  thai  interview  was.  that  the 
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town,  aiid  a  certain  part  of  the  property,  wa» 
saved  from  destruction  and  plunder,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  enemy,  during  their  continuance 
before  the  town,  should  not  be  molested.  It  i» 
due  to  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  who  were  in  it, 
during  that  distressing  period,  to  state,  that  no 
aid  or  assistance  was  offered  by  them  to  the  en- 
emy. They  remained  passive  but  indignant 
spectators  of  that  plunder  which  they  had  not 
the  means  of  preventing.  In  support  of  the  rari- 
ou?  allegations,  stated  in  the  preceding  part  of 
this  memorial,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer to  documents  laid  before  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  capture  of  Alexandria  and  Washington. 
Your  memorialists  feel  it  their  duty,  more  par- 
ticularly, to  ciill  the  attention  of  Coogresi  lo  a 
subject  connected  with  the  capture  of  Alexan- 
dria, and  which  is  enveloped  in  a  mystery,  that 
can  be  dissipated  only  by  the  power  of  your  hon- 
orable body. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  the  British  squadron 
commenced  taking  off  from  the  warehouses  the 
flour  and  tobacco.  They  continued  until  Friday 
morning,  the  2J  of  September,  when  the  last 
loaded  vessel  was  sent  down  the  river.  The  post 
office  in  Alexandria  had,  during  the  time  the  fleet 
lay  opposite  the  town,  been  removed  into  the 
country  some  miles.  On  Friday,  the  second  of 
September,  the  Postmaster  found  in  the  letter- 
box of  the  house  which  had  been  used  as  the 
post  office,  the  following  letter,  to  wit: 

"  Iphigenia,  28M  Au^t,  1814. 
"  The  object  of  the  expedition  being  accom- 
plished, and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac  being  alarmed  for  their 
property,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  Brit- 
ish squadron  in  that  river,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  has  directed  me  to  forward  openly,  by  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  inhabitants,  this  order,  for  the 
ships  in  the  Potomac  to  retire  and  rejoin  bi« 
flag. 

'EDWARD  CODRINGTON. 

"  Rear  Admiral  and  Capt.  of  Fleet. '^ 

This  letter  is  directed  as  follows  : 
"  On  11.  B.  M.  seiTice,  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  H.  B.  M.  ships  m  Ihe  river  Potomac.'' 

The  preceding  letter  was  found  in  the  post  of- 
fice, enclosed  in  a  letter  without  name,  date,  or 
post  mark,  addressed  "  to  the  committee  of  vigi- 
lance or  safety  of  the  town  of  Alexandria.,'  which 
is  in  the  following  words: 

"Gentle.men:  Motives  of  a  personal  nature 
prevent  my  delivering  the  enclosure.  You  will 
best  judge  of  the  propriety  of  doing  it  in  your 
official  character,  without  loss  of  lime.'' 

The  above  did   not  come  to  the  knowledge  of 

thecommitteeofvigilanceuniilafterthesquadron 
had  left  the  town  with  their  plunder.  Your  memo- 
rialists have  been  enabled  to  ascertain,  that  the 
letter  from  Admiral  Codrington  was  in  the 
Office  of  State,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  31st 
of  August,  and  that  it  was  there  read.  Among 
those  who  saw  it  there  was  u  member  of  your 
honorable  body. 
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How  or  when  it  was  sent  from  the  Department 
of  State,  or  why  it  was  sent  in  the  manner  it  was, 
or  by  whom  it  was  de|)osited  in  the  deserted  post 
office  at  Alexandria,  your  memorialists  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain,  nor  is  it  in  their  power  to 
do  so.  Your  memorialists  have  deemed  it  their 
duty  to  lay  the  transaction,  so  far  as  it  has  come 
to  their  knowledge,  before  your  honorable  body. 
It  remains  for  Congress  to  take  such  further  steps 
for  the  development  of  the  transaction  as  in  their 
wisdom  shall  seem  to  be  proper,  and  which  jus- 
tice to  the  citizens  of  Alexandria  demands. 
All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 
Jacob  Hoffman,  Joseph  Smith, 

Bathursi  Daingerfield,  Thomas  Laurason, 
John  Roberts,  Nehemiah   Carson, 

George  Coleman,  C.  P.  Thompson. 

W.  Veitch,  Isaac  Gibson, 

R.  F.  V>egii<t,  John  D.  Brown, 

A.  Faw.  William  N.  Mills, 

Thomas  Steel,  William  H.  Brown, 

James  Keith,  Grafton  Cawood. 

Thomas  Moore.  Joseph  Rowen, 

Charles  Simms,  Sanford  Reid. 

Ephraim  Gilman,  Henry  B.  Deager, 

William  S.  Moore,        Mark  Buit>, 
William  Newton.  Robert  N.  Windsor, 

Charles  J.  Catlett,  Jm.  Plummer. 

John  Huoff.  Peter  Saunders, 

Henry  T.  Complon,      Thomas  Neill, 
John  Muncaster,  John  Violetl, 

John  Gird.  Gerrard  Plummer. 

John  B.  Paton,  Jacob  Curtis, 

John  Potter,  William  Bartleman, 

Ch.  Whiiing.  William  Tilham, 

Jonathan  Ross,  Thomas  F.  Herbert. 

Barnard  Crook,  J.  D.  Simms. 

Philip  G.  Marsteller.     J.  B.  Nickolls. 
Thomas  Preston.  C.  T.  Chapman, 

Alexander  McKenzie.  Samuel  Smith, 
J.  Laurason,  Charles  McKnight, 

William  Fowle,  Israel  P.  Thompson, 

John  Lloyd.  William  Herbert, 

John  Harper,  James  Campbell, 

Town-'hend  Waugh,      James  Fleming, 
Matthias  Snyder,  Robert  Anderson. 

Isaac  Enlwisle,  William  Harper,  jr. 

Samuel  Harper,  Thos.  Janney  «3c  Co. 

Thomas  M.  Davis,         Samuel  Mark, 
William  Harper,  Thomas  Brocchus, 

Joseph  Harris,  Jacob  Morgan, 

S.  Snowden.  William  Gregory, 

Henry  Bayne.  Thomas  K.  Beall, 

Thomas  Jacob.s,  '  Andrew  Fleming, 

Thomas  Vowell,  John  H.  Phillips, 

Thomas  Herbert,  Henry  Nicholson, 

William  Smith,  John  D.  Longdon, 

Jacob  Leap,  Daniel  McClean. 

Ebentzer  Vowell,  Frederick  Koons. 

Anthony  Rhodes.  David  Koons, 

Matthew  Robinson,        Charles  Bennett, 
Bryan  Hampson,  James  Shethar, 

James  Kennedy,  sen.      John  H.  Crease, 
Silas  Reed,  Joseph  Cowing, 

Guy  Atkinson,  Newton  Keene, 

Benjamin  Baden,  William  Fox, 


Joseph  Mandeville.  Thomas  White. 

Samuel  B.  Larmour,  W.  Ramsay,  of  D. 

Joseph  Fowler,  jr.  John  Ross, 

A.  Newton.  John  F.  Smith, 

N.  Herbert.  James  Allison. 
John  Jackson. 


GEORQETOwn,  October  ^\^  1814. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant, 
requesting,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation, ''all  the  information  I  have  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Codrington  to  Captain 
Gordon,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  on  the 
morning  of  the  3Ist  of  August,  some  hours  before 
day,  I  was  called  up  by  a  dragoon,  express  from  one 
of  our  camps  below,  who  delivered  a  packet  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  Admiral  Cochrane ;  while  I  was 
opening  and  examining  the  despatch,  the  dragoon, 
who  seemed   to  be  an  intelligent  man,  remarked 
to  me   that   the  British  ships  before  Alexandria 
had  been  ordered  down  the  river  by  the  Admiral 
in  the  Patuxent.     On  questioning  him,  he  stated 
that  an  open  note  to  that  effect,  addressed  to  the 
British    commander    at    Alexandria,    had    been 
brought  to  the  camp  from  which  he  came,  by  the 
same  messenger  who  had  charge  of  the  despatch 
I  had  just  received    from   him;  that  he  had  un- 
derstood   both   had   been  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
countryman,  on  the  shores  of  the  Patuxent.  by  the 
enemy,  from  which  countryman  they  had   been 
taken    by  an    American  officer,  and  conveyed  to 
the  camp  ;  that  he  heard  the  officer  who  gave  him 
charge  of  the  packet  for  mo,  speak  of  the  manner 
in  which   they  came,  and    mention    the  contents 
of  the  open  note  to  other  officers  then  near  him; 
that  the  officers,  as  he  heard  them  say,  intended 
to  send  the  note  across  the  country,  and  have  it 
put  on  board  the  British  fleet  by  a  citizen. 

The  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Admiral  Coch- 
rane was  dated  on  the  29th  August.  Under  the 
same  envelope  was  a  letter  directed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Believing  that  it  might  be  of  im- 
portance he  should  receive  this  without  delay, 
I  immediately,  although  not  yet  day.  called  on 
Colonel  Monroe,  then  acting  as  Secretary  of  War. 
delivered  the  letter,  and  informed  him  of  what 
the  dragoon  had  reported  to  me  relative  to  the 
open  note,  said  to  be  on  its  way  to  the  enemy's 
fleet  before  Alexandria.  This,  I  am  confident,  was 
the  first  information  received  at  Washington  of 
the  note  in  question.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  same  day,  being  at  Colonel  .Monroe's  quarters, 
(I  think  about  one  o'clock.)  he  told  me  that  the 
open  note  of  which  I  had  apprized  him  in  the 
morning  had  now  found  its  way  to  him,  having 
been  brought  up  by  one  of  our  officers  from  the 
camp,  at  which  the  dragoon  had  stated  he  had  left 
it,  and  he  showed  it  to  me.  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  its  date.  I  remember  that  it  was  addressed 
to  Captain  Gordon,  and  signeJ  by  Codrington,  I 
think,  as  captain  of  the  fleet,  and  by  order  of  Ad- 
miral Cochrane.  The  substance.  I  well  recol- 
lect was  to  direct  Captain  Gordon  to  descend  the 
Potomac,  lest  alarm  for  their  property  should  be 
given  to  the  inhabitants  by  the  presence  of  his 
squadron. 
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;'  ^e  contenis  of  this  notf,  as  well  as  the  maa- 
oi  ♦hosen  by  ihe  enemy  for  its  conveyance,  if  it 
d4     onie  fron-  him,  were  thought  not  a  little  sin 
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_      .    aod   suspicious.     The  communication   by 
wiur  was  open  to  him  ;  and  to  express  his  anxi- 
ety li»r  the  fearr.  of  the  inhabitants  about  the  safety 
of'   iieir  property  from  a  force  which  had  been  for 
iir  Ijyears  lo  i»ie  constant  habit  of  burning  and 
<".j(r  <j/\Dg  it  o3  m  every  direction  on  these  waters, 
39'  .which   was  at  that    moment  emptying  the 
Ktpfi^  of  Alexandria  of  private   properly  to  an 
:t»t  ense  amount, could  hardly  be  considered  ear- 
n^i  and  parircularly  when  this  expression  was 
c(|t.:fasied  with  his  determination  to  destroy  and 
^>jr?raste  eve>-y   district   of  country   withm  his 
p<^^jr.  made   icnowo   by   the  letter  of  Admiral 
CviJirane  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  of  the  18th 
Aptiist,  (since,  published,)  which  was  the  letter 
de'irered  by  aie  ihat  morning,  and  with  which 
ihiNiiote  was  understood  to  have  come  from  Ad- 
railuCoch race's   fleet.      Colonel   Monroe   took 
ihiiyiew  of  th?  subject,  and  expressed  his  suspi- 
eipjif  that  the|iote  was  a  forgery,  and  the  pos.si- 
bi||*,  if  it  wasgenuine,  that,  by  previous  concert, 
*^mght  be  intundtd  to  convey  something  differ- 
eo^lfrom,  perhaps  the  very  reverse  of,  what  ap- 
p^i^fd  on  us  f^ce.     Under  these  circumstances, 
anj^'^n  the  iheii  same  state  of  things— a  prepara- 
lioi  ping  on  tj.  intercept  the  British  ships  below 
AU  f  indria— strtne  doubts  were  entertained  of  the 
pr^  iiiety  of  pt^^^mtlng  it  to  pass  to  them.     He 
boy  /ver  deteri^ined  that  it  should  be  disposed  of 
io  ^  i|;h  a  way  us  to  let  the  ciiizen.i  of  Alexandria 
hajV-lhe  benefit  of  it,  if  benefit  there  was,  and  at 
thc^pime  iime:to  keep  the  enemy  in  ignorance 
thii'lhe  Gove^toment  had  any  knowledge  of  it. 
H«(>rjequested  the  lo  take  charge  of  the  note,  to 
delt^'i-r  It  to  a  gentleman  of  Alexandria,  and  to 
asl^ipifhim  to  g;ive  ii  such  a  course  immediately. 
I  ii2|accordingfy,  in   about  an  hour  after,  put  it 
iotii^jhe  hands i)f  a  highly  respectable  citizen  of 
thai^  )lown,  acc^jmpanied   by  the  request  enjoined 
on  j^.   He  undertook  the  charge  wiih  great  cheer- 
fuljf^s,  and  suggested,  as  the  best  mode  of  an- 
sw^,ng  ihe  purpose  intended,  that  he  would  place 
i(  tt^  ;the  post  vffice  at  Alexandria,  under  cover, 
ad^lKssed  lo  on^  of  the  acting  committees  of  the 
t')w;,(  remarkin;^  that  it  would  reach  them  in  that 
Wajyt  Almost  as  speedily  as  if  he  were  to  deliver  it 
bjiiif^lf}  and  teat  by  this  means  the  committee 
aof rfimselt  WoulJ   be  relieved  from  embarrass- 
in*^|if  ibecon>mitiefc  were  called  upon  to  answer 
^y  il|e  officerSj.of  the  enemy,  in   whose  power 
tht^.^Were,  as  fo  the  channel  through  which   it 
hadl^en  received.     I  thought  his  reasons  good. 
aDdJ4pproved  c^  the  mode  lie  proposed  to  adopt! 
Thugijbe  did  so  iieposiie  the  note,  id  ihe  course  of 
i^me  afiertioon,  I  was  informed  by  him  on 
|«xi  day  ;  i'od  I  have  no  question  of  the  fact, 
[jbether  the  fnemy  received  this  note,  or  when, 
anq   d  receiveo;  what  influence  it  may  have  bad 
00 'Ui  1  conduct,  I  have  never  learned  ;  but  there 
»s  qii   fact  noiouous  on  this  subject — ihat  he  cea- 
sed t  levy  com.ibuiions  on  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria* bout  the  rftiddle  of  the  day  on  which  Com- 
mcii:  e  Poriei'i^atiery  reached  the  White  House, 
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(the  position  below  Alexandria,  selected  from 
which  to  annoy  him  in  his  descent,)  and  that  he 
immediately  after  began  to  draw  off  his  ships 
from  the  station  he  had  taken  before  the  town. 
This  was  on  the  1st  day  of  September.  Comrao- 
pore  Porter's  artillerists  and  General  Young*8 
brigade  crossed  the  ferry  at  Georgetown,  on  the 
expedition,  at  the  commencement  of  the  night  of 
the  31si  August.  That  this  movement  was  known 
to  Ihe  enemy  on  the  next  day.  and  instantly  ar- 
rested his  devastations  at  Alexandria,  I  have  never 
had  the  slightest  doubt.  As  to  the  time  and  cir- 
cumstance of  ihe  movement.  I  cannot  be  mistaken, 
as  I  was  with  both  the  corps  during  that  night' 
one  at  their  encampment,  and  the  other  on  their 
march. 

In  relaiioD  to  the  remaining  part  of  your  letter, 
there  are  no  particular  fjcts  within  ray  knowl- 
edge, that  I  am  aware  of,  pertinent  to  the  inquiry 
of  the  honorable  committee  into  the  cause  of  the 
success  of  the  enemy  in  his  recent  enterprises 
against  Washington  and  Alexandria. 

Wiih  very  great  respect,  dec. 

J.  MASON. 
Hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson. 


No.  14. 


Report  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Buildingt. 

OrncE  or  Superintendent, 

Washington,  Oct.  29,  1914. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  you  made  of 
me  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the 
whole  cost  of  the  under-mentioned  public  build- 
ings, from  ihe  commencement  to  the  burning  by 
the  enemy,  appears  as  follows  : 

North  wing  of  the  Capitol,  including  the  founda- 
tion walls  of  both  wings,  and  of  the  centre 
or   main  buildins:-   and   of 


pairs         ... 
South  wing  of  the  Capitol 
President's  House 
Public  OflBces      - 


alterations  and  re- 
-     8457.388  36 
329.774  92 
334,334  00 i 
93  613  82 

$1,215,111  21| 


At  the  instance  of  a  commiitee  of  the  Senate, 
the  remains  of  those  buildings  have  been  exam- 
ined by  architects  and  master  builders,  all  of 
whom  report  it  as  their  opinions,  that  the  walls 
of  the  President's  House,  and  both  wiugs  of  the 
Capitol,  with  some  inconsiderable  repairs,  will  be 
safe  and  sufficient  to  rebuild  on.  The  walls  of 
the  two  offices,  particularly  of  the  upper  stories, 
are  deemed  insufficient  lo  bear  new  roofs,  and 
will  require  taking  down  and  renewing,  as  far  as 
shall  be  found  necessary.  The  amounts  of  the 
estimates  for  repairing  and  rebuilding  the  five 
edifices,  making  the  offices  fire  proof,  with  some 
other  improvements  suggested,  are  from  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  upwards  of 
SIX  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  largest  esti- 
mate, however,  embraces  aa  expense  of  consider- 
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able  amount,  for  completing  the  west  part  of  the 
north  wing  for  a  library,  which  none  of  the  lower 
estimates  includes.  The  average  amount  esti- 
mated, of  putting  all  the  buildings  in  the  state 
the  enemy  found  them,  appears,  by  dividing  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  estimates  by  the  number 
of  ihem,  to  be  about  four  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  allowing  for  the  materials  of  the 
burnt  buildings,  which  may  be  used  in  rebuilding. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

THOMAS  MUNROE. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson. 


No.  15. 
William  iSimmons^s  Letter. 
Washington  City,  Nuv.  28,  3814. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  to-day,  I  have 
to  state,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  24ih  August 
last,  when  the  alarm  was  given  that  the  enemy 
were  on  their  march  to  this  city,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  they  would  come  by  the  way  of  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge,  being  myself  well  armed, 
and  mounted  on  horseback,  1  rode  there  under  the 
wish  to  render  all  the  service  in  my  power  to 
oppose  them.  When  I  arrived  near  the  Eastern 
Branch,  I  found  a  few  of  the  city  and  Georgetown 
uniform  companies  there,  laying  upon  their  arms, 
and  understood  that  the  Pre^-ident,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  other  officers,  were  at  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Minnifee,  (where  I  observed  iheir  horses  at 
the  door,)  and  that  they  were  holding  council.  I 
then  rode  down  to  the  bridge,  where  there  were 
a  few  sailors,  with  a  piece  or  two  of  cannon  in 
front  of  the  bridge,  who,  I  understood,  were  to 
destroy  the  bridge  in  case  the  enemy  approached. 
After  but  little  delay,  I  rode  back  to  the  uniform 
troops,  who  I  found  were  getting  in  motion  to 
march  to  Bladensburg,  to  wnich  way  it  was  then 
said  that  the  enemy  were  coming.  I  immediately 
rode  ou  towards  BladenNburg  with  all  expedition. 
When  I  arrived  upon  the  hill,  on  this  side  of  the 
Bladensburg  bridge.  I  observed  Colonel  Monroe, 
the  ihen  Secretary  of  State,  just  in  the  rear  of 
our  troops,  which  were  ported  on  both  sides  of 
the  road,  between  there  and  Bladensburg;  the  cry 
was,  that  ihe  enemy  were  coining,  but  no  person 
appeared  to  be  able  to  give  any  correct  account  of 
them.  I  then  observed  to  Mr.  Monroe,  that  I  would 
goon  and  see  the  enemy, and  would  let  them  know 
when  they  were  coming.  I  accordingly  rode  into 
Bladensburg,  and  halted  a  few  minutes  at  Ross's 
tavern,  where  there  were  a  few  militiamen,  from 
whom  I  could  get  no  other  information  than  that 
iheenemy  werecomingon  the  river  road.  I  then 
proceeded  to  a  height,  a  little  west  of  Ross's 
tavern,  called  Lowndes'  Hill,  which  had  a  com- 
manding prospect  of  the  river  road  for  a  consider- 
able distance,  and  which  was  almost  fronting  the 
hill.  After  remaining  ihere  for  some  time,  1  ob- 
served, at  a  considerable  distance,  a  great  cloud 
of  dust  rise  to  a  great  degree,  which  satisfied  me 
that  they  were  coming  in  great  force.  Some- 
time after,  I  observed  a  few  horsemen,  not  in  uni- 
form, on  the  road,  who  appeared  to  be  reconnui- 
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tering,  and  were  soon  followed  by  troops  that 
filled  the  road.  They  appeared  to  march  very 
slow,  and  in  close  order,  not  less  tlian  twenty-four 
or  thirty  abreast  in  front,  and  the  horsemen  before 
spoken  of,  sometimes  in  front,  and  at  other  limes 
a  little  to  the  right  of  the  front;  which  position 
they  marched  in  until  they  nearly  approached 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  not  more  than  a  gunshot 
from  me,  where  I  was  sitting  on  ray  horse,  and 
the  road  in  full  sight  for  near  a  mile,  and  that 
filled  with  British  troops,  and  still  approaching. 
At  this  time  there  was  not  a  person  in  sight  of 
me,  other  than  the  enemy,  except  one  dragoon, 
who  appeared  to  have  been  posted  there  a  little 
to  my  left,  upon  the  same  hill,  where  I  left  him, 
and  have  since  understood  he  was  taken  by  the 
advance  party  of  the  enemy.  When  they  ap- 
proached to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  1  expected 
they  might  attempt  to  cut  off  ray  retreat  to  the 
bridge,  I  fell  back,  and  descended  the  hill  in  the 
front  of  Mr.  Lowndes'  house;  and,  immediately 
after  I  crossed  the  bridge.  I  looked  back,  and 
found  that  the  advance  party  of  horse  had  got 
into  the  Annapolis  road,  to  the  east  of  Lowndes' 
house,  about  twenty-four  of  them  went  up  a  lane 
in  Bladensburg,  towards  the  Baltimore  road,  leav- 
ing six  or  eighl  at  the  entrance  of  the  lane. 

I  then  was  proceeding  to  our  troops,  to  give  in- 
formation, when  I  mei  the  President.  General 
Armstrong,  Colonel  Monroe,  and  Mr.  Rush,  the 
Attorney  General,  considerably  in  advance  of  all 
our  troops,  going  immediately  into  Bladensburg. 
I  observed,  on  meeting  them,  "Mr.  Madison,  the 
enemy  are  now  in  Bladensburg."  He  exclaimed, 
with  surprise,  "  the  enemy  in  Bladensburg !"  and, 
at  the  same  moment,  they  all  turned  their  horses 
and  rode  towards  our  troops  with  considerable 
speed.  I  called  out  aloud,  "Mr.  Madison,  if  you 
will  stop  I  will  show  them  to  you ;  they  are  now 
in  sight."  He  paid  no  attention.  They  all  rode 
off  very  fast,  except  .Mr.  Rush,  who  halted  ;  and 
I  observed  to  him  that  there  are  part  of  the  ene- 
my stopping  at  that  lane;  he  said  that  cannot  be 
the  enemy,  they  are  not  in  uniform.  I  told  him 
that  they  were  a  part  of  tlie  advance  party,  that 
the  others  had  gene  up  the  lane,  and  that  not 
any  of  them  were  in  uniform.  At  this  moment 
the  red-coals  began  to  heave  in  sight,  in  two  sec- 
tions, some  in  the  rear,  and  others  in  the  front,  of 
Lowndes's  house,  and  were  forming  in  the  An- 
napolis road.  Mr.  Rush,  on  seeing  them,  ob- 
served, '"I  am  satisfied;"  and  turned  his  horse 
very  suddenly  to  ride  away,  when  his  hat  fell  ofll 
and  he  rode  some  distance  without  it,  when  I 
called  out  lo  him  "  Mr.  Rush,  come  back  and 
take  up  your  hat ;"  which  he  did,  and  then  pur- 
.sued  his  company  with  all  speed.  Our  troops, 
before  I  could  get  up  to  them,  began  to  fire, 
from  the  lefi  of  the  line,  with  cannon  and  small 
arms,  into  ihe  town  of  Bladensburg.  I  sup- 
posed, at  the  time,  it  was  from  ihe  informa- 
tion communicated  by  Mr.  Madison  from  me,  as 
I  was  the  la^t  person  from  Bladensburg.  1  im- 
mediately rode  up  the  hill,  expecting  lo  find  some 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments,  to  endeavor  lo  get 
the.m   to  stop  the  firing,  until  it  could  be   more 
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ual.  I  could  not  see  the  President  or  any 
o(ti  ^  genilemf^n  that  were  with  hira  when  I  gave 
hijt  rt  the  inforinatioD.  But  I  observed  General 
V|  ^der  in  ih-  rear  of  the  line,  who  I  found  to 
b*'  liie  commi^ndiog  officer.     I  immediately  ad 


SUPPLEMENTARY  DOCUMENTS. 

Georoetown,  Dec.  16,  1814. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yours  of  yes- 
terday.    My  statement  shall  be  concise  as  possi- 
ble.    On  perusing,  in   the  National  lotelligencer. 


d*iied   him,  and  informed   hira  that  I  was  just    of  the  10th  instant,  the  report  of  the  commrttee  of 

it(M  Bladensbjrg,  and  that  there  was  but  a  very    ,,^hich  you  are  chairman,  the  following  passage 

siiMl  party  of  ihe  enemy  in  the  town  ;  that  they  |  arrested  my  attention  :    •  From  early  in  the  morn- 

h»K-ommenced  firing  too  early  ;  and  that,  if  they  I  ing   t,|l   late    in    the    afternoon,    Colonel    Minor 

wi^d   reserve  their  fire  for  a  few  minutes,  the  j  sought  Colonel  Carbery  diligently,  but  he  could 

B^jFlsh  troops  were  then  coming  down   the  hill,    not  be  found.     He  rode  to  headquarters  and  ob- 

an..4were  about  to  form  on  the  Annapolis  road,    tained  an  order  from  General  Winder  upon  the 

wf.y»  ihey  would  be  able  to  do  some  execution  ;    arsenal,  for  arms.  &c.— marched  to  ihe  place  with 

fof«hey  were  then   heaving  their  fire  away.     I    j.is  regiment.     Colonel   Carbery  arrived  at  the 

io|i.4l  that  General  Winder  appeared  to  pay  but  ,  moment,  and  apologised  for  his  absence,  and  in- 

Uf,J<i  attention   to  what  I  had  said.     I  remained  ^  formed  Colonel  Minor  that  he  had.  the  evenin^^ 

U|}|4  ^^^  batli-  ground  for  some  time,  and  until  ;  before,  ridden  out  to  his  country  seat."  * 

tlu<  jetreat  wa^  ordered,  and  everything  and  eve-  j      Without  adverting  to  the  information  on  which 

rj?^)dy  appeared  to  be  m  the  greatest  confusion,  j  ,he  committee  may  have  thought  proper  to  rely 

n<JjfciDt  fixed  ior  rallying,  or  bringing  the  enemy  I  lor  what  is  stated   in   the  above  extract.  I  shall 
to^X'  tioo,  an  '    '  ' 

reflating  in 

il('  ic'ty,  and 

wi^^h  I  found  entirely  abandoned,  excepting  one 

wjlle  servant,  who  informed  me  that  the  Presi- 

dtj;  T  had   retufned  from  the  battle  ground,  and 

tb*:  iJhe  had  gene  out  of  the  city.     1  observed  at 

lii^   President's  door  two  pieces  of  cannon,  well  .  See'"the"certTfi'cate  of  Major  Marsteller.  Deputy 

jnjj  iued  on  triivellin^  carriages,  which  had  been    (Quartermaster  General.   No.    1.     That,   late   at 

(ii|i_there  for  the  defence  of  the  house,  under  a  j  mght  of  the  23J.  I  arrived  at  Mr.  Serames'  hotel. 


d  Ihe  greater  part  of  our  troops  were 
the  greatest  disorder.     I  returned  to 
ll^'  icity,  and  stopped  at  the  President's  House, 


merely  proceed  tu  state  some  facts,  supported  by 
respectable  testimony,  which,  it  is  believed,  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  completely  in- 
validate what  is  there  set  forth. 

1.  It  will  appear  that,  on  the  night  of  the  23d 
of  August,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  eleven, 
I  was  seen  between  Capitol  Hill  and  the  camp. 


jijitd  of  soldi(;rs,  for  some  time,  which  was  also 
ai,  (Jdoned.  This  being  late  in  the  day,  and  the 
ni  J  of  the  retreating  soldiers  having  passed  by, 
iU»-  r*  was,  however,  still  some  coming  on,  very 
mJL  'i  fatigued  and  worn  down  wah  hunger  anil 
t^i  ;,t.  I  stopped  a  number  of  them,  and  plied 
i\}i\\i  with  pUnly  of  brandy,  which  I  got  the 
Pi'^i  dent's  servant  to  bring  forward  from  the 
hi*' e.  I  then  prevailed  upon  the  soldiery  to  re- 
st,** i  the  cannon,  by  hand,  towards  Georgetown, 
5^^  e  they  we(e  saved  from  falling  into  the  hands 
o(|(  le  enemj\Vho  took  possession  of  the  house 

seWig  a  singleimilitary  man  in  the  city,  i  retired 
a  jff  i  miles  in,-  the  country,  where  1  soon  was  a 
5|Hf,  ator  to  the  conflagration  of  tbe  Capitol, 
Pti  ident's  House.  <i.c, 


in  Georgetown;  that  I  lodged  there  that  night  ; 
was  seen  about  sunrise  next  morning,  near  Mc- 
Leod's  hotel,  on  the  Pennsylvania  avenue;  and 
that  afterwards  I  returned  to  my  quarters  in 
Georgetown  and  breakfasted.  See  Nos.  3  and  4, 
given  by  Mr.  Serames,  my  landlord,  and  Captain 
Cassin,  of  the  District  militia.  That,  on  the 
morning  of  24lh  August,  between  seven  and  nine, 
I  signed  re4]uisition$  for  arms,  iScc.  for  Colonel 
Minor,  and  gave  them  to  the  surgeon  of  his  regi- 
ment. See  Lieutenant  Hobbs  No.  2.  That  Doc- 
tor Jones,  who  was  with  our  troops  when  the 
action  commenced,  returning  to  his  hospital  to 
attend  to  his  duties  there,  saw  Colonel  .Minor's 
troops  halted  on  Capitol  Hill,  and  thinks  they 
were  getting  their  dinners.  See  his  certificate. 
No.  5.     That,  in  the  opinion  of  Lieutenant  Ba- 


'.t.   emained  lo  the  vicinity  of  the  city  until  after    den,  of  the  ordnance  department.  Colonel  Minor' 
il|.t''D^nay  Q3d  abandoned  it,  when  1  returned;  -  .       .         . 

a^i  n  a  day  of  two  after,  when  stopping  at  the 
dqL  of  Colone-  Monroe,  who  was  present,  as  well 
a:|k  r.  Madisoii.  Mr.  Rush,  and  several  othergen- 
ll|:^|en,  Mr.  RiJsh  observed  to  me.  Sir,  we  con- 
sij^j  i  ourselves,  under  obligations  to  you  for  pre- 
TOnn^  our  facing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
ajKadensbur^ ;  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that 
Twere  goii:ij  immediately  iijio  Bladensburg, 
jrstanding  ihat  General  Winder's  troops  were 
*,  and  that  they  should  have  supposed  the  ad- 
|je  part  of  the  enemy,  not  in  uoiforra,  were  a 
-|of  Winder's  troops.  The  foregoing  is  as 
r|ct  a  narrative  of  facts  as  I  can  at  this  time 
]lect. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect.  &.c., 

WM.  SIMMONS. 
)n.  R.  M.  J0HN8ON,  &.C. 


troops,  from  the  time  they  arrived  at  the  arsenal, 
had  sufficient  time  lo  have  got  their  arms,  dtc,, 
and  have  inarched  to  the  battle  ground  before  the 
action  commenced.     See  his  certificate.  No.  6. 

These   certificates    being    in    your   hands  can 
easily  be  referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

HENRY  CARBERY, 
CoioTul  JOth   U.  S.  Infantry. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  Ccmgreas. 


George  W.  Campbell's  Letter. 

Nashville,  (Ten.,)  Dec.  7.  1814. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  29th  October  last.     You  request  that  I 
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should  give  the  committee,  of  which  you  are 
chairman,  such  facts  and  views  as  may  be  in  my 
power  respecting  the  proceedings  of  a  Cabinet 
Council  on  the  1st  of  July  la^t,  in  relation  to  the 
defence  of  military  district  No.  10;  and  on  the 
subject  of  a  conversation  that  took  place  between 
the  President  and  myself,  on  the  24th  of  August, 
respecting  ihe  part  General  Armstrong  was  to 
take  at  Bladensburg;  and  also  any  other  facts 
and  views  that  may  be  thought  pertinent  to  a 
fair  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
fall  of  the  Capital  of  the  United  States. 

The  information  requested  by  the  committee 
shall  be  given  without  reserve,  so  far  as  ray  re- 
collection and  state  of  health  will  enable  me.  I 
deem  it,  however,  proper,  previously,  to  state,  that, 
according  to  the  views  I  entertain  of  the  relations 
existing  between  the  Executive  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Government,  usually  called  on 
to  assist  in  council,  I  should  not  consider  myself 
bound,  on  such  application  as  the  present,  to  dis- 
close, in  all  cases,  tlie  proceedings  which  may 
have  taken  place  at  such  council,  or  what  may 
have  passed  at  a  conversation  held  with  the  Presi- 
dent individually,  such  as  that  above  referred  to, 
as  such  disclosure  might  justly  be  considered  as 
restrained;  in  the  former  case,  on  the  ground  of 
official,  and  in  the  latter,  on  that  of  personal  con- 
fidence ;  and.  without  taking  into  consideration 
the  effect  of  the  restraint  thai  would  naturally  be 
imposed  on  such  deliberations  and  interchange  of 
sentiments,  by  establishing  the  precedent  that 
they  were  liable  to  public  disclosure  whenever 
called  for,  there  might  be  cases  in  which  the 
public  interest  would  be  comproinitted  bv  such 
development.  I  do  noX,  however,  consider  the 
present  such  a  case;  and  I  have  no  motive  for 
withholding  the  information  required  on  account 
of  any  bearing  it  might  be  supposed  to  have  on 
my  own  conduct  on  that  occasion,  or  on  that  of 
any  other  member  of  the  Government,  as  1  am 
perfectly  satisfied  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Executive, 
and  presume  it  is  so  also  of  the  other  members, 
that  every  circumstance  calculated  to  throw  light 
on  the  subject  before  the  committee,  and  de- 
relope  the  real  causes  which  led  to  the  late  events 
at  the  Seat  of  Government,  should  be  disclosed 
without  reserve.  Under  these  impressions,  there- 
fore, I  act.  in  giving  the  information  desired. 

At  the  Cabinet  Council  referred  to.  held  on  the 
1st  of  July,  by  the  members  of  the  Government, 
convened  by  request  of  the  President.  I  was  pres- 
ent. Despatches  had  been  received,  a  few  days 
previously  thereto,  from  two  of  our  Ministers 
(Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard)  in  Europe,  the 
consideration  of  which,  according  to  my  present 
impressions,  was  the  principal  ohject  of  ttie  con- 
ference. They  were  accordingly  taken  up  for 
deliberation,  and  the  changed  a-pect  of  affairs  in 
Europe,  as  uniolded  by  thetn.  as  well  as  by  in- 
formation derived  from  other  sources,  was  brouThi 
into  view.  The  subject  of  our  foreign  relations, 
generally,  was  taken  into  coflsideration,  and  the 
effect  the  late  great  events  on  the  Continent  would 
be  likely  to  produce  upon  them  was  freely  spoken 
of.    It  was  stated  as  probable,  first,  I  believe,  by 


the  President,  that  England,  considering  her  own 
relative  power  and  influence  greatly  increased, 
would  be  disposed  to  employ  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  her  military  and  naval  forces,  lately  dis- 
engaged  from    the  great    European   contest,   in 
prosecuting  the  war  against  this  country;  that 
she  might  be  expected  to  strengthen  herself  ia 
Canada,  and  carry  on  her  depredations  against 
our  Atlantic  coast  on  a  scale  more  extended  than 
heretofore.     Some    general   remarks   were  also 
made  on  the  propriety  of  adapting  our  measures 
to  that  state  of  things  an  increase  of  the  enemy's 
forces  would  produce;  and  there  appeared  a  con- 
currence of  opinion  among  the  memoers  as  to  the 
importance  of  providing  the  means,  and  making 
the  requisite  arrangements,  for  defending  not  only 
district  No.  10,  including  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, but,  as  far  a*  practicable,  every  other  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  against  which  an  attack  might 
reasonably  be  expected;  but  I  do  not  at  present 
recollect  any  specific  proposition,  made  while  I 
was  present,  in  relation  to  the  defence  of  that  dis- 
trict, or  any  other  place  in  particular.     I  cannot, 
however,  undertake  to  state  in  detail  all  the  pro- 
ceedings that  took  place  in  relation  to  this  subject 
on  that  occasion.     The  state  of  my  health  was 
very  imperfect,  and  some  official  duty,  according 
to  my  present  recollection,  requiring  to  be  at- 
tended  to  at  a  certain  hour,  occasioned  me  to 
withdraw  before  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  the 
Seat  of  Government  was  formally  taken  up  for 
decision;  nor  do  I  now  recollect  of  being  present 
when  the  question  on  that  subject  was  decided. 
The  President,  either  on  my  return  the  same  day, 
or  shortly  after,  informed  me  it  had  been  deter- 
mined to  call  forth  and  organize  a  force  deemed 
sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  district,  and  par- 
ticularly the  Seat  of  Government,  of  which  meas- 
ure I  approved;  and, from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
I  afterwards  understood  the  number  to  be  called 
on  for  that   purpose  was  fifteen  thousand  men, 
which  appeared  to  me  amply  sufficient.     Noth- 
ing further  occurs  to  me,  at  present,  in  relation 
to  what  passed  at  that  conference,  while  I  was 
present,  on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  the  Seat 
of  Government.     1  recollect  that,  about  this  time, 
the  President,  in  conversation,  slated  his  impres- 
sions to  be,  on  the  fullest  consideration  he  had 
been  able  to  give  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  in 
connexion  with  the  disposition  of  Great  Britain, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained  from  the  late 
despatches  of  our  Ministers,  as  well  as  from  other 
sources  of  information,  that  we  ought  to  calcu- 
late she  would  direct  a  considerable  portion  of 
her  numerous  forces,  liberated  from  the  late  great 
conflicts  on  the  Continent,and  left  entirely  at  her 
disposal,  against  this  country,  either  to  produce  a 
favorable  effect  on  the  pending  negotiation,  and, 
if  disposed   to  peace,  close  the  war  with  some 
brilliant  achievement  calculated  to  give  her  arms 
the  air  of  eclat ;  or.  if  not  so  disposed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  prosecuting  the  war  more  viudictively, 
and  possibly  with  a  view  to  other  more  ambitious 
objects  ;  and  that,  whatever  might  be  her  ulterior 
views,  we  ought  to  expect  that  Washington  City, 
being  the  Seat  of  the  National  Government,  and, 
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Tr^i  wits  local  situation,  more  accessible,  as  well 
as^  |>s  capable  of  defeoce,  than  most  other 
pli|,  (|s.  would  be  amoDj  ihe  first  objects  of  her 
atib  i,  and  thar  we  ought,  therefore,  to  make  the 
re^  [site  preparations  to  meet  such  event.  With 
ih'i  jriew,  I  untjerstood,  General  Winder  was  ap- 
poi^led  to  the  command  of  the  District,  and  or- 
de»4yiven  for  concentraiingf,  in  the  neighborhood 
©fjvv  city,  sucji  force,  to  consist  of  regulars  and 
m!|Aa,  as  was  deemed  ?ufiicienl  for  its  defence. 
■jf\e  conversation  between  the  President  and 
ipjl^lf,  on  the  94th  August,  respeciing  which  the 
i-ofil^ittee  req|)esis  information,  having  taken 
pUjf  incidentally,  and  under  peculiar  circum- 
sltir  ivs,  it  will  <iot  be  expected  that  I  should  re- 
-'"  liilate  it  at  Jen:^th  ;  and  it  may  be  difficult  to 
,iiunicate  its  substance  with  precision,  or  the 
,^s  that  led  «o  it,  without  going  more  into  de- 
!t)an  would-be  acceptable  to  the  committee, 
or^fiord  with  my  own  inclination. 

wlien  It  wa;;  known,  on  the  evening  of  the 
23|Fif  August/  that  the  troops  under  General 
W|if^|ier  had  rr-tired  across  the  Eastern  Branch, 
anU^ncamped  jn  the  city,  it  occasioned,  as  may 
be-felidily  supposed,  considerable  agitation  in  the 
raiilis  of  the  ciozens.  It  appeared  tj  have  been 
exL-^ted,  that,  in  case  our  force  was  not  con- 
sid^d  sufficieut  to  meet  and  repulse  the  enemy 
onl)is  landing,  his  advance  would  be  oppo>ed, 
an  .i|is  progress,  at  lea^t,  retarded  as  far  as  prac- 
tic^Ie,  by  hara/sing  him  on  his  march,  erecting 
dej'%(5ive  workj  at  suitable  positions,  and  throw- 
init£ich  other  obstructions  in  his  way  as  was  best 
calillated  to  check  his  movements  ;  for  all  which 
opi'lctions  the  .  nature  of  the  country  through 
w^f.;jn  he  must  pass  was  said  to  be  very  favor- 
ably* when.  th;;refore,  it  was  stated  that  he  was 
neji|^ihe  city,  ♦vithout  such  means  having  been 
ei^'tr  at  all,  o<  but  partially  resorted  to,  it  pro- 
du'^i^  some  surprise,  as  well  as  inquiry  into  the 
caw.'S  that  led  to  such  a  result.  Falling  in  con- 
vejrlition  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  this  sub- 
je^*  J  expressed  my  apprehensions  tliRi  suffering 
ihw'nemy  to  approach  so  near  (if  his  progre-^s 
COM."  by  any  possible  means  have  been  checked) 
fcsfijimake  the  fate  of  the  city  depend  on  a  single 
ba^^.  lo  be  maintained,  on  our  part,  principally 
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~t    *-  '  -f^  ■  ■'^-  •■•;  -n 

.hM'nemy  to  approach 

:oU«'  by  any  possible  ir 

isfijimake  the  fate  of  tl 

t>a^k^.  to  be  maintained 

b^iJw.  inexperienced  troops,  was  hazarding  too 

m|^|.     He  ap|)eared   to  concur  in  this  opinion. 

A^^when  I  int^uired  whether  the  late  movements 


ofi  lyC  troops  were  made  pursuant  to  his  advice, 
or  |»th  his  approbation  ;  and  what  plan  of  opera- 
ti^ll  was  determined  on  to  oppose  the  further 
pi^ess  of  th.*;  enemy;  and,  also,  wheiher  our 
ai  I*  would  have  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions 
aqijadvice,  in- directing  its  future  move*inenls  ; 
h^pave  me  tii  understand  that  the  movements 
wjij^h  had  tak«»n  place  were  not  in  pursuance  of 
aii/tilan  or  advice  given  by  him;  that  General 
W*vder.  having  been  appoiniid  to  the  command 
of;|tje  district,  including  the  cily,  and  the  means 
a5^*|ned  for  its  defence  placed  at  his  disposal,  he 
wjA;considered  as  having  the  direction  u[  their 
aptnjcation  ;  ancd  it  was  to  be  presumed  he  had 
fof.-«d  such  plans  for  defending  the  city  as  he 
d»4«ied  besi  sijited  to  the  emergency  and  the 
I 


m 


means   he  possessed  ;   and    that  interpoaiog  his 

opinion  might  be  considered  indelicate,  and  per- 
haps improper,  unless  he  had  the  approbation  of 
the  Executive  for  so  doing;  in  which  case,  any 
assistance  that  his  suggestions  or  advice  could 
render  should  be  afforded. 

It  appeared  to  me  an  occasion  so  highly  im- 
portant and  critical  demanded  the  united  efforts 
of  all  the  military  skill  and  ability  within  the 
reach  of  the  Government;  and  that  feelings  of 
delicacy,  if  their  cause  could  be  removed,  should 
not  be  allowed  lo  come  in  collision  with  the  pub- 
lic interest;  and,  I  believe,  I  so  expressed  myself 
to  General  Armstrong. 

On  the  following  morning  1  set  out  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  for   General  Winder's  head- 
quarters,  then    near   the   bridge  on   the   Eastern 
Branch.     When  we  proceededas  far  as  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  we  learned  he  had  gone  on  before. 
Some  other  company  joining  us,  I  proceeded  in 
advance,  and  arrived  there  before  the  Secretary; 
where  I  found,  with  General  Winder,  the  Presi- 
dent,  the   Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and,  I  believe, 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Stales,  with 
some  military  officer?.     Some  conversation  took 
place  in  relation  to  the  route  the  enemy  would 
be  most  likely  to  pursue  in  approaching  the  city  ; 
when   a   messenger  arrived,  bringing  the  Com- 
manding General  information,  considered  by  him 
decisive,  that  they  would  advance   by  Bladens- 
burg,  and   he    immediately    proceeded    with  the 
troops  to  (hat  place.     At  this  lime  the  Secretary 
of  War  had  arrived.     All   the  members  of  the 
Government   that    were    present    left   the  house. 
Falling  in  conversation  with  the  President,  I  took 
occasion   to  state  to  him  the  impressions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  as  to  the  line  of  conduct  his 
duty  required  him  to  observe  on   that  occasion; 
and  added,  in  substance,  according  to  my  present 
re''ollection.  that  the  very  critical   situation   of 
affairs  appeared  to  me  to  require  all  the  aid  that 
miliiary  skill  and  ability  could  afford  ;  that,  on  so 
important  nn  occasion,  considerations  of  delicacy, 
as  to  conflicting  authority,  should    not,    I    pre- 
sumed, be  allowed  to  jeopardize,  in  any  degree, 
ihe  public  interest  ;  that  I  regretted  the  reserve 
apparently  observed  by  the   Secretary  of  War ; 
but  understood  from  him,  he  acted  on  the  ground 
that,  as  General   Winder  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  disirict,  and  the  means  designed 
for  its  defence  placed  at  his  disposal,  he  was  con- 
sidered as  possessing  the  right  to  direct  the  man- 
ner of  their  application  ;  and  that,  in  interposing 
his  opinion,  without  Executive  approbation,  might 
be  considered  indelicate,and  perhaps  an  improper 
interference  with  the  Commanding  General's  au- 
thority ;  but  that,  if  it  was  known  to  be  the  Presi- 
dent's  pleasure,  be  would  afford  any  aid   in   his 
power,  by  his  presence  and  advice ;  and  I  believe 
I  also  >lated   that,  considering  the  extraordinary 
and  menacing  aspect  of  our  affairs.  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  make  him  this  communication,  that, 
m   rase  he  should   think   proper,  the  ground  on 
which   the   Secretary  acted  might  be  removed. 
The  President  replied,  as  I  understood  him,  ihat 
General  ArmsiroDg  might  have  known  any  proper 
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order  given  by  him  would  readily  meet  with  the 
Executive  sanction  ;  and  there  was  no  doubt  any 
suggestions  from  him  would  be  duly  attended  to 
by  General  Winder.  Upon  my  remarking  I  had 
reason  to  believe,  without  his  approbation,  the 
Secretary  would  not  interpose  his  opinion,  or  take 
any  part  in  the  business  of  the  day,  the  President 
observed,  he  would  speak  to  him  on  the  subject. 
The  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  my- 
self, were  then  on  horseback.  The  President 
joined  the  Secretary,  and  some  conversation  took 
place  between  them,  the  purport  of  which  I  did 
not  hear. 

The  President,  after  parting  from  the  Secretary, 
observed  to  me  he  had  spoken  to  General  Arm- 
strong on  the  subject  I  had  named  to  him.  and 
that  "no  difficulty,  he  presumed  would  occur  in 
the  case  ;  that  any  suggestions,  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary, would,  without  doubt,  receive  due  atten- 
tion from  the  Commanding  General,  and,  should 
any  objection  be  made  on  the  ground  of  authority, 
the  matter  might  readily  be  adjusted,  as  he  would 
not  himself  be  far  distant;  and  the  Secretary's 
order.  (I  presume  it  was  meant  in  writing,)  given 
on  the  field,  if  necessary,  would  be  considered  as 
carrying  with  it  the  Executive  sanction. 

The  foregoing  is,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  the  substance  of  what  the  President 
communicated  to  me  after  conversing  with  Gen- 
eral Armstrong.  It,  however,  occurred  in  the 
midst  of  much  bustle,  and  where  various  other 
subjects  presented  themselves  for  consideration; 
it  is  therefore  possible  I  may  not  have  understood 
him  correctly,  or  may  not  now  recollect  all  that 
passed. 

Some  general  conversation  took  place  about 
this  time  respecting  the  probable  force,  move- 
ments, and  objects,  of  the  enemy  ;  also  respecting 
the  direction  to  be  given  to  certain  portions  of  our 
own  troops,  particularly  those  under  Commodore 
Barney,  who  had  not  been  put  in  motion,  and 
whom  the  Commodore  appeared  very  desirous 
should  be  permitted,  with  himself,  to  take  a  share 
in  the  expected  battle.  Mention  was  also  made 
of  the  precautionary  measures  proper  to  be  taken, 
in  the  possible  event  of  the  enemy's  success  against 
the  city,  respecting  the  public  property  at  the 
Navy  Yard,  &,c.;  aho,  the  propriety,  suggested 
in  such  case,  of  the  members  of  the  Government 
convening  at  some  suitable  place,  to  determine  on 
ulterior  arrangements;  and  Fredericktown  was 
atrreed  on  as  best  calculated  for  that  purpose. 

Afier  parting  with  the  President.  I  joined  the 
Secretary  of  War,  then  on  his  way  lo  Bladens- 
burg;  he  observed  the  President  had  spoken  to 
him  respecting  the  operations  of  the  day;  that 
he  would  proceed  to  the  scene  of  action  ;  and,  if 
there  should  be  occasion,  would  suggest  lo  the 
Commanding  General  whatever  occurred  to  him 
as  likely  to  be  useful ;  and,  should  it  become  ne- 
cessary, he  would,  on  the  field,  give  a  written 
order  that  would  carry  with  it,  of  course,  official 
authority.  He  did  not,  however,  state  to  me  the 
particulars  of  the  conversation  that  passed  be- 
tween the  President  and  himself.  Near  the  turn- 
pike gate  I  parted  with  the  Secretary ;  the  stale  of 


my  health   required   that  I  should  return  to  my 

lodging. 

The  foregoing  contains  all  that  occurs  to  me 
at  present,  in  relation  to  the  specific  inquiries  of 
the  committee. 

On  the  subject  of  their  general  inquiry,  respect- 
ing the  causes  of  the  capture  of  the  Seat  of  Got- 
ernment,  it  is  not  probable  I  can  add  anything  to 
the  information  they  already  possess,  derived  from 
other  sources.  A  combination  of  circumstances, 
not  easily  accounted  for,  some  of  which  could  not 
probably  have  been  anticipated,  and  others  against 
which  it  might  have  been  difficult  to  provide  by 
any  precautions  that  could  have  been  adopted,  led, 
it  is  believed,  to  that  event. 

The  sudden  advance  of  the  enemy,  after  his  ar- 
rival on  our  coast,  so  considerable  a  distance 
into  the  country;  destitute  as  he  was  known  to 
be  of  cavalry,  and,  in  a  great  degree,  of  artillery, 
as  well  as  of  the  means  oftransporiing  provisions  ; 
without  delaying  to  establish  garrisons,  or  other- 
wise to  provide  for  keeping  open  his  communica- 
tion with  his  shipping  and  supplies;  was  a  mea- 
sure that  coulJ  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  justified  on 
any  military  principle,  and  may  not,  therefore, 
have  been  anticipated  in  time  to  provide  effec- 
tually against  its  consequences.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  tardy  movements  of  the  militia,  called 
on  from  the  neif^hboring  States  for  the  defence  of 
the  city,  and  their  consequent  failure  to  arrive  in 
time,  at  the  scene  of  action,  whatever  may  have 
occasioned  it,  may  undoubtedly  be  considered  as 
the  principal  cause  of  the  catastrophe  that  fol- 
lowed. 

How  far  the  troops  who  had  arrived,  and  were 
present,  might,  under  the  guidance  of  different 
management,  have  succeeded  in  retarding  the 
enemy,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  reinforcements 
hourly  expected,  in  finally  repulsing  him,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  decide:  and  it  is  a  question  on  which 
even  military  men  may  not  perhaps  agree. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  &c. 


SUBSISTING   THE  ARMY. 

[Communicated  to  the  Hou*e,  January  25,  1816.] 

House  or  Repbese.ntatives, 

November,  12,  1814. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  to  ask  information  on  the  follow- 
ing points: 

1.  What  is  the  present  mode  of  subsisting  the 

army? 

2.  If  by  contracts,  what  are  the  defects,  if  any. 

and  the  remedy  ? 

3.  Whether  any  other  mode  can  be  adopted, 
combining,  in  a  greater  degree,  certainty  and 
promptitude  with  economy  and  responsibility? 

4.  Whether  the  alternative  offered  by  law,  of 
substituting  commissaries  lo  contractors,  has  been 


.i 
t 


,' 


> 


APPENDIX. 


1740 


^ 


Sulmsting  of  the  Army. 


1741 


APPENDIX. 


1742 


a(ia|ited ;  and  »/  yes,  what  has  been  the  general 

^L^ave  ihehcMior  to  be,  with  high  consideration 
aMlfespect.      ' 

G.  M.  TROUP. 


'•!!      ■   — 

'li  War  Departm 

;  ;^1b:  Not  wishing  to  rel 


Jepartme.nt,  Dec.  23,  1814. 

_  to  rely  altogether  on  my 
©■w./'judgmeni-in  replying  to  your  inquiries  re- 
Jatijf*  (0  ihe  be|>t  mode  of  subsisting  the  troops  of 
the**nited  Stajes,  I  have  consulted  the  officers  of 
grlafest  eiperipnce  who  were  within  my  reach, 
OD  ^\e  presumption  that  1  should  best  promote 
thfwiews  of  th<;  committee,  by  collecting  all  the 
Ijglf'.l  that  I  cq|uld  on  the  subject.  I  have  the 
hol^  now  to  sijbrait  to  you  a  letter  from  General 
Sail,  one  fronj  General  Gaines,  and  one  from 
Col^iel  FenwiJck,  which  meet  fully  those  ioqui- 
rits:|i  every  ci/cumstance.  These  officers  give 
3  (J(j»ided  pref(i-ence  to  the  system  of  supply  by 
QOnlAiissanes,  iS  preference  to  that  by  contractors  ; 
an(^i  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  officers  gen- 
eraljt  concur  v^ith  them  in  that  preference.  It 
hasMiy  UDquah|Ged  assent. 

'  ^ould  the  firoposed  plan  be  adopted,  it  will 
reayiiy  occur  t4  the  committee  that  the  comrais- 
ijiri<i  to  be  appointed  should  be  placed  on  a  very 
I'esiJptable  footing  ;  so  high  a  trust  should  be  com- 
liiii^iJ  to  such  t^our  citizens  only  as  are  most  dis- 
tjn^lished  for  <heir  abilities,  their  patriotism,  and 
ititt^ity.  I  shill  be  happy  to  furnish  details  on 
this,  subject,  should  the  honorable  committee  de- 
sireijt.  ? 

•  I  Jiive  the  hopor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir. 
youtlobedient  servant. 

]\\  JAMES  MONROE. 

J  I|«n.  Mr.  Trpcp. 


Genkral  Scott^s  Remarks. 

Ivalions  on  aiie  mode  of  subsisting  an  Army  by 
\^  Contiact  and  by  Comnusaariat. 

je  first  method  is  believed  to  be  impolitic, 
vicious  i^  time  of  war ;  also  liable  to  many 
[tions  in  a^  state  of  peace.  In  time  of  war, 
lactors  m%  betray  an  army  ;  they  are  not 
felential  anf  responsible  agents,  appointed  by 
iovernmerit.  The  principal  only  is  known 
War  Olfice,  and  therefore  may  be  sup- 
to  be  free' from  this  objection  ;  but  his  dep- 
'and  issuing  agents  are  appointed  without 
tjiei»3ncurrenci!  or  knowledge  ol"  the  General  or 
thf  jiovernraenj.  The  deputies  or  issuing  agents 
arepecessarily^as  well  acquainted  with  the  nu- 
meiiial  strengi^  of  the  army  ta  which  tliey  are 
att<4)ied.  as  th.f  Adjutant  General  himself.  For 
a  bRe  they  raty  communicate  this  intelligence 
to;iJ^  enemy,  (k  fail  to  make  issues  at  some  crit- 
iciitfraoment,  und  tlius  defeat  the  best  views 
antj^hopes  ofjthe  Commander-in-chief.  The 
m*J«»»ments  of  .an  army  are  necessarily  subor- 
to  its  Oieans  of  subsistence;  or,  as  Mar- 
,  »5axe  expre»>ses  it,  to  considerations  connected 
w^t  iihe  belly,  i  The  present  mode  of  subsisting 
Oii;  '•rmies,  puif  the  contractors  above  the  Gen* 
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eral.  If  a  contractor  corresponds  with  the  enemy 
he  can  only  be  tried  by  the  civil  courts  of  the 
United  States,  as  in  the  case  of  other  persons 
charged  with  treason  ;  (courts  martial  having  de- 
cided that  contractors  do  not  come  within  the 
meaning  of  the  60th  article  of  the  rules  and  ar- 
ticles of  war;)  and  if  a  contractor  fails  to  make 
issues,  he  can  only  be  punished  by  civil  actions. 
I  speak  of  cases  arising  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  Slates.  In  the  enemy's  country,  I  .sup- 
pose, a  General,  who  knows  his  duty,  would  not 
fail  to  hang  a  contractor  who  should,  by  guilty 
neglect  or  corruption,  bring  any  serious  dis- 
aster upon  the  array.  A  sudden  event  frequently 
obliges  a  General  to  order  troops  to  a  distant  and 
new  station;  notice  is  given  to  this  contractor 
to  supply,  (fee. ;  but  the  latter,  finding  ihat  prompt 
arrangements  will  diminish  his  profits,  pleads  a 
want  of  reasonable  notice.  This  term  is  indefi- 
nite, and  if  the  General  and  contractor  differ,  it 
can  only  be  settled  by  a  court  of  common  law. 
It  is  no  reply  to  his  objection  to  say,  that,  on  a 
sudden  emergency,  like  that  supposed,  the  Gen- 
eral may  appoint  a  special  agent  to  supply  the 
troops,  by  purchases  on  account  of  the  United 
Stales.  This  would  only  show  the  superiority 
of  a  commissariat. 

The  interests  of  the  contractor  are  in  precise 
opposition   to  those  of  the  troops.     The  checks 
provided  by  the  contract  may  be  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent abuse,  if  the  officers  are  vigilant  and   have 
leisure  to  resort  to  those  checks;  but  when   the 
army  is  on  a  forced  march,  or  is  maneuvering  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  the  contractor  has  it  in^his 
power  to  practise  many  impositions  with  impu- 
nity, as  in  the  ca^e  of  an  army  or  detachment  or- 
dered to  march  on  short  notice,  to  lake  with  it 
subsistence  for  a  given  time.     In  such  case,  there 
is  no  time  for  a  formal  survey  or  minute  inspec- 
tion of  the  rations  offered  by  the  contractor,  ac- 
cording to  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  contract. 
The  contractor  avails  himself  of  the  hurry  of  the 
moment,  and  issues  provisions  deficient  in  quan- 
tity and  quality.     Unless  the  rations,  before  they 
are   received   by  the  regimental    quartermaster, 
are  surveyed  and  condemned,  there  is  no  remedy 
except  by  a  civil  action  on  the  case,  as  between 
citizen  and   citizen.     Contractors,  as  before  ob- 
served,are  not  amenable  to  courts  martial.     Every 
option  given  to  the  contractor  under  the  contract, 
operates  to  the  prejudice  of  the  troops,  and  fre- 
quently embarrasses  the  General :  as  in  the  case  of 
bread  or  flour,  either  of  which  the  contractor  may 
issue  at  pleasure.     Eighteen  ounces  of  flour  will 
yield  twenty-seven  of  bread  ;  therefore,  when  the 
soldier  finds  it  convenient  to  bake  his  own  bread, 
or  to  commute  his  flour  for  twenty  or  twenty-one 
ounces  of  bread,  the  contractor  will  not  choose 
to  issue  flour,  because  he  too  finds  the  same  con- 
venience, and  reserves  to  himself  the  profit.     Un- 
der other  circumstances,  when  both  the  .soldier 
and  contractor  find  it  inconvenient  or  impossible 
to  bake  bread,  the  latter  avails  himself  of  his  op- 
tion, and  issues  flour.     Under  this  uncertainty,  it 
is  impossible  for  the  General  to  calculate  any 
march  with  precision.     When  the  troops  receive 
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flour  instead  of  bread,  more  time  must  be  allowed 
for  cooking.  It  is  this  option  which  prevents  the 
General  from  obliging  the  contractor  to  provide 
magazines  of  hard  bread  for  prompt  movements 
and"  expeditions,  in  which  bread  wagons  cannot 
follow  the  troops.  Hard  bread  occupies,  com- 
paratively, but  little  space.  To  attain  an  import- 
ant object,  every  soldier  may  very  well  carry  in 
his  haversack  five  or  six  days'  bread  (wittiout 
meat)  and  thus  march  more  than  one  hundred 
miles  independent  of  ovens,  wagons,  or  contrac- 
tors. Our  armies  have  sometimes  been  supplied 
with  hard  bread  in  the  following  manner:  The 
contractor  delivers  flour,  and  has  credit  for  so 
many  rations  of  that  article  as  are  conlained  in 
the  barrels  delivered  at  once.  The  Q,uartermas- 
ter  General  causes  the  flour  to  be  converted  into 
hard  bread,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Stales. 
The  bread  is  then  turned  over  to  the  contractor, 
who  issues  it  to  the  troops,  receiving  a  certain  per 
centage  for  his  trouble.  Nothingcan  more  clearly 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  appointing  commis- 
sariats to  supply  the  army  in  the  place  of  con- 
tractors. It  IS  almost  impossible  for  the  General 
to  compel  the  contractor  to  supply  the  troops  re- 
gularly with  soap  and  vinegar  (component  part.s 
of  the  rations)  because  the  trouble  of  procuring 
them  generally  exceeds  the  contract  prices  of 
these  articles;  and  yet,  nothing  can  be  more  es- 
sential to  the  cleanliness  and  health  of  troops. 
The  contractor  generally  endeavors  to  give  whis- 
key in  the  way  of  commutation,  which  costs  the 
officers  much  exertion  to  prevent.  If  the  contract 
system  is  continued.I  would  recommend  diminish- 
ing the  allowance  for  whi^key.  and  the  reverse 
for  vinegar,  soap,  and  candles. 

It  would  be  endless  to  trace  the  petty  villanies 
which  contractors  are  daily  tempted  lo  conrimit, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  troops,  arising  out  of  this 
opposition  of  interests  before  noticed.  The  in- 
terests of  the  contractor  put  him  perpetually  on 
the  alert.  The  vigilance  of  the  officer  is  some- 
limes  necessarily  relaxed.  There  is  no  such  op- 
position between  duly  and  interest  in  the  case  of 
commisi»ariats,  who  purchase  and  issue  on  account 
of  Government.  A  commissary,  if  destitute  of 
character,  might  be  disposed  to  charge  the  Gov- 
ernment more  for  a  barrel  of  whiskey,  or  a  bul- 
lock, or  flour,  than  the  article  cost  him;  but  it 
can  never  be  his  interest  to  impose  unsound  pro- 
visions on  the  troops.  It  is  presumed  thai,  if 
a  commissariat  be  resorted  to,  the  officers  com- 
posing It  will  be  appointed  on  the  usual  evidences 
of  character,  and  subjected  to  martial  law.  It 
will  not  be  necessary  to  give  them  rank,  except 
as  it  respects  each  other,  as  Commi>sary  Gen- 
eral, Deputy  and  Assistant  Commissary  General. 
Such  is  the  practice  in  the  French  and   English 

armies.  __^,.„ 

W.  SCOTT. 


General  Gaines's  remarks  on  Contracts  for  Pro- 
visions, (f'C. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  trou- 
bling you  with  complaints,  but  my  own  exertions 


to  enforce  the  contract,  and  insure  regular  supplies 
of  rations,  having  failed,  I  am  compelled  to  resort 
to  this  mode  of  seeking  a  remedy. 

The  sub-contractor  at  Wilmington  has  not  fur- 
nished a  day's  rations  for  near  two  weeks  past. 
The  sub-contractor  at  Billingsport,  New  Jersey^ 
as  well  as  the  one  at  Marcus  Hook,  our  principal 
encampment,  have,  in  defiance  of  my  frequent 
orders  and  threats,  and  contrary  to  their  contract, 
contrived  to  palm  upon  the  troops  the  coarsest  and 
cheapest  provisions,  and  such  as  are  often  dam- 
aged. To  effect  this  criminal  species  of  specula- 
tion, they  keep  in  store  little  more,  and  often  not 
as  much,  as  is  necessary  to  meet  the  returns  fron^ 
day  to  day  ;  hence  the  troops  are  often  compelled 
to  draw  damaged  provisions,  or  draw  none  at  alL 
This  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the  subcontractors^ 
occasioned  yesterday,  at  Marcus  Hook,  j-uch  se- 
rious disorders  in  some  of  the  corps,  that  it  be- 
came necessary  to  confine  two  young  officers,  and 
some  twenty  men  ;  and  I  this  evening  received  a 
report  from  Billingsport,  that  the  troops  there 
have  been  all  day  without  provisions,  the  rations 
offered  for  issue  in  the  morning  being  so  much 
damaged  as  to  require  their  condemnation.  I 
have  just  now  purchased  and  forwarded  a  supply. 
The  New  Jersey  militia  are  very  orderly. 

I  have  uniformly  given  the  best  attention  in  my 
power,  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
to  the  supply  of  rations,  and  the  conduct  of  con- 
tractors; and  if  I  were  called  before  Heaven  to 
answer  whether  we  have  not  lost  more  men  by 
the  badness  of  provisions  than  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  I  should  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  we 
had.  And  if  asked  what  causes  have  tended  most 
to  retard  our  military  operations,  and  repress  that 
high  spirit  of  enterprise  for  which  the  American 
soldiers  are  pre-feminenily  distinguished,  and  the 
indulgence  of  which  would  not  fail  to  veteranize 
our  troops  by  the  annoyance  and  destruction  of 
the  enemy,  I  should  say,  the  irregularity  in  the 
supply,  and  badness  of  the  rations,  have  been  the 
principal  causes. 

Original  contractors  seem  to  be  a  privileged 
order  of  men,  who,  by  virtue  of  the  profits  of  the 
contract,  are  elevated  above  the  drudgery  which 
a  common-sense  view  of  the  contract  would  seem 
to  impose  on  them.  They  take  care  to  secure  to 
themselves  at  least  one  cent  per  ration,  leaving  a 
second  and  sometimes  a  third  order  of  miserable 
uoder-contractors  to  perform  the  duties,  and  each 
of  these  must  calculate  on  making  money.  Thus 
the  contract,  .ifter  being  duly  entered  into  at 
Washington,  is  bid  off.  until  it  falls  into  the  hands 
of  men  who  are  forced  to  bear  certain  loss  and 
ultimate  ruin,  or  commit  frauds  by  furnishing 
damaged  provisions.  They  generally  choose  the 
latter,  though  it  should  tend  to  destroy  the  Army. 
I  know  the  opinion  of  no  officer  on  this  subject 
who  does  not  think  with  me. 

It  is  true,  that,  in  most  cases  where  purchases 
have  been  ordered  by  the  General,  on  the  failures 
of  the  contractor,  the  provisions  have  cost  more 
than  the  ordinary  contract  price.  But  this  proves 
nothing  in  favor  of  the  contract  system  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  proves  that  the  contractor,  when  una- 
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^  [to  purcha«e  below  the  contract  price,  wiih- 
dji^vs  himself  from  the  service,  and  leaves  ilie 
. tf«||&ps  to  sufftr,  or  be  supplied  by  order  of  ibe 
CJ|l)eraI.  wiih.liiile  or  no  previous  notice,  so  thai 
tjOpurchasinff  officer  is  obliged  to  take  what  can 
fci&ot.  at  the  highest  prices.  And  these  failures 
g?,\  erally  take  place  when  near  the  enemy,  and 
\^A«re  regular  supplies  are  most  wanted.  The 
pj&hases  are  ordered  by  the  General,  and  made 
^'-'ihe  officers  when  their  time  is  most  precious, 

"their  atteiilion  constantly  called  to  their  reg- 
duties.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  in 
to  expect  purchases  at  very  low  prices.     But 


f'fjjstead  of  a  contractor,  a  commissioned  officer 

XMld  be  authorized  to  supply  the  rations  at  the 

)»^.f  nal   cost   of  the  provisions,  and   should   be 

aC,;-4fedalitth.timetolookoutforthebest  mar-    ..,.„..,   .„   ,„   .u.umun.ca.iog  wm,  me  enemy 
kf^and  be  enabled  by  punctual  payments  to  sup-  \  The  history  of  all  the  wars  in  Europe  is  big  with 


s 

0? 


and  you  are.  sir,  .sensible  how  conducive  to  the 
soldier's  health  must  be  both  soap  and  vinegar. 
These  evils  I  have  witnessed  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  Seldom  could  the  wrong  be  redressed 
because  the  commanding  officer  had  not  ihemeans- 
the  abuse  could  not  be  punished  ;  the  contractor 
was  beyond  his  control.  Discontent  was  excited 
amongst  the  men.  but  complaint  is  often  found 
unprofitable ;  for,  if  the  provisions  are  condemned 
the  agent  is  so  dilatory  in  replacing  them,  that 
the  men  get  no  food  for  the  greater  part  if  not  the 
whole  of  that  day.*  These  are  the  causes  of 
complaint  with  the  Army,  and  the  best-planned 
operations  may  be  frustrated  by  the  perverse  or 
tardy  contractor,  or  his  dishonest  agent,  who.  if 
base  enough  to  defraud  the  soldier,  would  be 
equally  so   in   communicaiing  with  the  enemy. 


the  publi 


t:  credit,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
sptilies  would  not  only  be  good  and  regular,  but 
efjS  lower  th^in  they  can  be  under  any  contract 
s]f;^m.  Comanissioned  officers  only  should  be 
«itf  Joyed  in  tins  duty — men  who  stand  most  sol- 
eiiA^y  pledged  (o  serve  the  United  States  honestly 
aii(  |aithfully,  ^ind  to  obey  orders— men  who  may 
b^  lashiered  cr  capitally  punished  by  military 
laf«  jfor  neglect  of  duty,  or  for  fraudulent  prac- 

;*feel  persuaded  that  I  could,  with  the  assisi- 
aur^of  one  of  tLe  general  staff,  and  the  regimental 
qi«  4ermasters.  supply  the  troops  altogether  and 
cc»i.3>letely,  without  being  more  frequently  called 
Ut,(/  my  other  duties  than  the  neglects  in  the 
ccfiijractor's  de»)artment  have  usually  called  me. 
^u  should  d.'em  an  experiment  desirable,  I  will 
[  cheerfullj'  undertake  it,  and  pledge  myself 
ihe  rations  shall  not  cost  more  than  eighteen 
.  and  probably  not  so  much. 
^  lave  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir, 

obedient  servant, 
g  E.  P.  GAINES. 

I*  in.  James  Monboe,  Sec'ry  of  War. 


C^i^ie/  Fenwic^'s  remarks  on  supplying  the  Army 
iH  1  "^^(h  provisions. 

[  Washington,  Z>ec.  23. 1814. 
-onfornfiitj  with  your  commands.  I  have  the 
bo||i'of  reportijigtoyou  the  present  means  of  vic- 
tujfj-og  our  Arifiy  by  contract,  the  iiu  positions  and 
da,u  A-r  attendit^iig  such  a  mode  of  supply,  and  the 
re.;>Jsity  of  destroying  the  evil  by  substituting  a 
coliZiissanat.    t 

Jitracts  arejiever  'ulfilled  to  the  letter,  and  ne- 
ve(X'|ill  be  so  long  as  avarice  exists.  And,  where 
*-^  jjIfY'^y  opport|inities  present  themselves  to  the 
mi||iiry  contrafjior  for  imposition  and  fraud,  we 
mtiM  expect  he  will  avail  himself  of  them.  That 
bis*|fc-tune  may*  be  made  with  too  great  rapidity 
fortu,  e  comfortiand  health  of  the  soldier,  every 
exifient  is  reported  to  to  increase  his  profits. 
Er^llhalf  '^-'- ^'  -  •  -       ' 

aa 
th 

ari| 


treachery,  whenever  a  Power   depended  for  its 
supplies  on  contractors.     Numerous  are  the  in- 
stances of  failures  of  expeditions  in  the  wars  of 
Marlborough  and  Frederick.    Contractors  or  their 
agents  were  the  principals  in  the  raihchief.     In 
our  own  campaignsf  we  have  already  experienced 
this  evil.     Many  other  reasons  might  be  adduced, 
how  and  why  supplies  will  fail,  if  this  system  of 
contr.Tct  IS  continued.     It  does  not  exist  in  any 
army  in  Europe.     It  has  proven  itself  fallacious 
afnd  expensive  lu  a  high  degree.     Even  the  Brit- 
ish, riveted  as  they  are  to  old  habits,  have  been 
ccrapelled  to  abandon  it.  and  ;is,sume  the  commis- 
sariat ol  the  Continent.     Lord  Wellington  speaks 
of  the  impossibility   of  supplying   hu    army    in 
Spain  by  any  other  means.     There  is  not  an  offi- 
cer  or  soldier  in  the  Army  who  would  not  peti- 
tion  you  to  do  away  this  destiucnve  system,  and 
substitute  commissaries,  who  would  be  actuated 
by  feeling,  honor,  and  the  fear  of  disgrace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  very  great  re- 
spect and  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  U.  FEN  WICK. 


bakt|d,  sour  tlour,  damaged  meat,  are 
;st  the  majiiy  resources  they  employ.  More 
lalf  the  issiies  are  made  without  the  smaller 
jf  the  ratiffDs.  Vinegar,  soap,  and  candle.s, 
tamed  uniler  the  most  frivolous  excuseu ; ) 


RELATIVE  POWERS  OF  THE  OEIVERAL 
AND  STATE  GOVERNMENTS  OVER  THE 
.MILITIA. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate.  February  28,  1816.] 
Mr.  Giles  made  the  following  report: 
The  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Military  Af- 
fairs,   understanding    that    serious    differences  of 
opinion  existed  between  the  Executive  authority 
ot  the  United  Slates  and  the  authorities  of  some 
of  the  individual  States,  respecting  the  relative 
powers  of  the  General  and  State  Governments 
over  the  militia,  deemed  it  an  incumbent  duty  on 
them  to  call  for  information  upon  that  highly  in- 
teresting subject,  with  a  view  of  interposing,  if 
found  practicable,  some  legislative  provisions  for 
the  mutual   accommodation  of  such   differences, 
tor  this  purpo^e,  on  the  7ih   January  last,  in  vir- 
tue  of  instructions  from  the  committee,  a  letter 


•  Occurred  at  New  York. 

t  At  Black  Creek,  Upper  Canada. 
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was  addressed  to  the  booorable  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War.  a  copy  of  which  accompa- 
nies this  report;  and,  in  reply  thereto,  the  com- 
mittee received  from  him  the  letter  and  documents 
which  also  accompany  this  report. 

Although  the  return  of  peace  has,  for  the  pres- 
ent, relieved  the  committee  from  the  necesiity  of 
providing  a  legislative  remedy  for  these  unfortu- 
nate differences,  yet  the  committee  conceive  that 
the  points  in  question  are  of  vital  importance  to 
the  essential  rights  and  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  preten- 
sions of  the  authorities  of  the  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  set  up 
in  opposition  thereto,  if  now  acquiesced  in,  might 
be  resumed  by  the  State  authorities  in  the  event 
of  a  futuie  war,  and  thus  deprive  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  some  of  its  most  efficient 
legitimate  means  of  prosecuting  such  war  with 
vigor  and  effect;  the  committee  have  therefore 
thought  proper  to  present  the  papers  concerning 
this  subject  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration. 

Whilst  the  committee  will  refrain  from  enter- 
ing into  arguments  to  fortify  the  grounds  taken 
by  the  Executive  Government  on  this  subject, 
and  explained  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War,  they  feel  themselves  im- 
pelled by  a  sense  of  justice  to  express  a  decided 
approbation  of  its  conduct,  in  supporting  and  pre- 
serving the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
against  the  effects  of  the  pretensions  of  the  State 
authorities  aforesaid,  which,  after  full  considera- 
tion, the  committee  believe  not  warranted  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  deducible  from  any  fair  and  just 
interpretation  of  its  principles  and  objects.  The 
direct  and  inevitable  tendencies  of  those  preten- 
sions, in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  would  be. 
to  deprive  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  powers  essentially  necessary  to  insure  the 
common  defence,  one  of  the  great  objects  com- 
mitted to  Its  charge  ;  to  introduce  discordant  and 
contradictory  counsels  into  the  national  delibera- 
tions, upon  a  point,  too,  of  all  others,  most  re- 
quiring union  of  thought  and  of  action  ;  to  change 
the  fundamental  character  of  the  Constitution 
itself,  and  thus  eventually  to  produce  its  destruc- 
tion, by  debilitating  the  Government,  and  render- 
ing it  incom{)etent  to  the  great  objects  of  its 
institution  ;  and  to  substitute  in  its  stead  the  dis- 
memberment oftlie.se  United  States,  with  all  the 
horrible  consequences  respectively  resulting  from 
disunion. 


Committee  Chamber,  Jan.  7,  1815. 
Sir  :  The  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Military 
Affairs  having  observed  that  differences  exist  be- 
tween the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  of 
some  of  the  individual  Slate.s,  respecting  the  rela- 
tive command  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army 
and  of  the  militia,  when  called  to  act  together  in 
certain  cases,  has  instructed  me  to  ask  for  such 
information  upon  that  subject  as  may  be  in  pos- 
session of  your  Department ;  and  to  inquire  whe- 
ther, in  your  judgment,  some  legislative  nro  visions 
might  uoi  be  adopted,  which  would  tend  to  heal 


such  differences,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
others  from  the  same  cause,  and  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  your  Department  in  that  respect? 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration,  &,c. 

WM.  B.  GILES, 

Chairman. 
Hon.  Jas.  Monroe, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Department  of  War,  Feb.  11,  1815. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  hunor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  7th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  Senate  had  observed  that  diffi- 
culties had  arisen  between  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States  and  some  of  the  individual  States, 
respecting  the  relative  command  of  the  officers 
of  the  regular  army  and  of  the  militia,  wlien  called 
to  act  together,  and  were  desirous  of  such  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  as  this  Department  might 
possess,  and  of  its  opinion  whether  some  legisla- 
tive provisions  might  not  be  adopted  which  would 
tend  to  heal  such  differences,  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  the  like  for  the  same  causes,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate the  operations  of  the  Department  in  other 
respects. 

My  late  indisposition  will.  I  trust,  explain  satis- 
factorily to  the  committee  the  cause  of  the  delay 
of  my  answer,  which  1  have  much  regretted. 

In  complying  with  the  request  of  the  commit- 
tee, it  has  appeared  to  me  advisable  to  communi- 
cate all  the  documents  in  this  Department  rela- 
ting to  the  objects  of  its  inquiry.  By  a  detailed 
view  of  the  several  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  by  the  President,  since  the  war,  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  in  discharge  of  the  duties 
imposed  on  him  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States;  of  the  objections  to  those 
measures  by  the  Executives  of  some  of  the  States; 
and  of  the  correspondence  between  this  Depart- 
ment and  the  military  authorities  acting  under 
It,  with  the  Executives  of  such  States,  the  com- 
mittee will  see  the  grounds  of  the  differences 
which  have  attracted  attention,  and  be  enabled 
to  judge  how  far  any  legislative  interposition 
may  be  useful  or  proper. 

The  paper  A  contains  a  copy  of  the  letters  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  Slates,  detailing  their  respective  quotas 
of  militia,  under  the  acts  of  Congress. 

B  is  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  the  Military  Committees  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  bearing  dale  on  the 
21st  day  of  December,  1312,  communicating  a 
division  of  the  United  States  into  military  dis- 
tricts, then  contemplated  by  the  Department  of 
War,  with  the  reasons  for  it ;  which  division,  with 
ceitain  modifications,  was  afterwards  adopted. 
This  report  treats  on  some  subjects  not  imme- 
diately within  the  scope  of  the  call  of  the  com- 
mittee, yet,  treating  in  all  its  parts  on  the  import- 
ant subject  of  delence,  and  thereby  intimately 
connected  with  the  object  of  the  call,  I  have 
thought  thai  a  view  of  the  whole  paper,  at  this 
lime,  would  not  be  unacceptable. 
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-  iC  is  a  copy  of  the  answers  of  the  Governors  of 

j^iveral  of  tKe  Stales  to  the  Department  of  War, 

I  the  requi^-^iiions  made  for  parts  of  their  quotas 

militia  uijder  the  several  acts  of  Congress,  and 

the  corre.-^ondence  which  passed  between  them 

id  the  Dei»rtraeut  of  War,  and  commanders  of 


under   it,  within 


\ 


\ye   military  districts,  acting 
»«hich  those'States  were. 

^JD  is  a  cony  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Bovernor  ot:  New  Jersey  and  the  Department  of 
i/ar,  relatirig  to  the  appointment  of  the  Governor 
II  New  Yo[k  to  the  command  of  the  military 
[iJurict  No.j3;  a  copy  of  this  correspondence  is 
rjesented,  tofcommunicate  to  the  committeeevery 


^rcumstancf 
llmmand  or 
Eli  States.  , 
^flt  appears 


rcumstanci?  tbat  has  occurred 

)rth&  militia  in  the  service  of  the  Uni 


relating  to  the 


ippears  by  these  documents,  that  the  Gov- 
lors  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode 
land,  havejobjected  to  the  requisitions  made  on 
'llfeir  severaj  States,  for  parts  of  their  respective 
otas  of  mfiitia,  on  the  following  grounds:  1st. 
at  the  President  has  no  power  to  make  a  requi- 
ion  for  an«f  portion  of  the  militia,  for  either  of 
e  purposes^ specified  by  the  Constitution,  unless 
-\j^  Executi'fe  of  the  State,  on  whose  militia  such 

f;  11  IS  made,  admits  that  the  case  alleged  exists. 
!  d  approve*;  the  call.  2d.  That,  when  the  mili- 
,  of  a  Statir  should  be  called  into  the  service  of 
iv  i  United  States,  no  officer  of  the  regular  army 
|i;  d  a  right  io  command  them,  or  other  person, 
|j! ;  t  an  officef  of  the  militia,  except  the  President 
iq|f  the  United  Stales  in  person.  These  being  the 
»4i  iy  difficulties  which  have  arisen  between  the 
It  cecutive  of  the  United  States  and  the  Execu- 
^\  es  of  any  Df  the  individual  States,  relative  to 
?  command  of  the  militia,  known  to  this  De- 
fifrtment,  aT-e,  it  is  presumed,  those  respecting 
Hiich  the  criramittee  has  asked  information. 

4 By  these  (documents  it  is  also  shown  that  cer- 
n  portions.' of  the  militia  were  called  out  by  the 
;.  .^ecuiives  uf  these  States,  and  a  part  of  them 
•g«t  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  These 
jfifctrines  were  nevertheless  adhered  to.  I  do  not 
'r*j  into  a  detail  on  these  points,  deeming  it  unne- 
f(Msary,  as  ^11  the  facts  will  be  found  in  the 
}<|^umeQts.  t 

j  I -Respect  injT,  as  I  do,  and  always  have  done,  the 
Jii|hts  of  thciindividual  States,  and  believing  that 
jtil  preservation  of  tho>e  rights,  in  their  full  e\- 
ItMjt,  according  to  a  just  construction  of  the  prin- 
tt;i^»les  of  our 'Constitution,  is  necessary  to  the  ex- 
;!  ifence  of  ouf  Union,  and  of  free  government  in 
>t  >^se  States.  I  take  a  deep  interest  in  every  ques- 
*t  An  which  ipvolves  such  high  considerations.  I 
,i  ;i(ve  no  hesitation,  however,  in  declaring  it  as 

le 


tAldency.      \ 

3y  the  C|)nstitution.  Congress  has  power  to 
}Jr4)vide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
til  laws  of  t5e  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
r^tel  invasiojis  ;  to  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
if*,.  aod  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  govern- 
ill  such  pait  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in 


the  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the 
States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia  ac- 
cording to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Conffress. 

The  President  is  likewise  made  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 
when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
Stales. 

The  power  which  is  thus  given  to  Congress 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia,  for  the  purposes  specified 
in  the  Constitution,  is  unconditional.  It  is  a 
complete  power,  vested  in  the  National  Govern- 
ment, extending  to  all  these  purposes.  If  it  was 
dependent  on  the  assent  of  the  Executives  of  the 
individual  States,  it  might  be  entirely  frustrated. 
The  character  of  the  Government  would  undergo 
an  entire  and  radical  change.  The  State  Exe- 
cutives might  deny  that  the  case  had  occurred 
which  justified  the  call,  and  withhold  the  militia 
from  the  service  of  the  General  Government. 

It  was  obviously  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,  that  these  powers,  vested  in 
the  General  Government,  should  )ie  independent 
of  the  States'  authorities,  and  adequate   to  the 
ends  proposed.     Terms  more  comprehensive  than 
those  which  have  been  used  cannot  well  be  con- 
ceived.    Congress  shall   have   power  to  provide 
for  calling  forth   the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the   Union.     Wliat   laws?     All   laws  which 
may  be  constitutionally  made.     Whatever  laws 
are   adopted   for   that    purpose,   within   the  just 
scope  of  that  power,  which  do  not  violate  the  re- 
straints provided  in  favor  of  the  great  fundamen- 
tal  principles  of  liberty,  are  Constitutional,  and 
ought  to  be  obeyed.     They  have  a  right  to  pro- 
vide for  callinnf  forth  the  roiiitia  to  suppress  in- 
surrections.    This   right  is  also  unqualified.     It 
extends  to  every  case  of  insurrection  against  the 
legitimate  authority   of  the  United  States.     It 
may  be  said  that  the  Government  may  abuse  its 
authority,  and  force  the  people  into  insurrection, 
in  defence  of  their  rights.     I  do  not   think   that 
this  is  a  probable  danger   under  our  system  ;  or 
that  it  is  the  mode  of  redress,  even  if  such  abuse 
should   be  practised,  which  a  free  people,  jealous 
of  their  rights,  ought  to  resort  to.     The  right 
which  they  have  to  change  their  representatives, 
in  the  Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of  the 
Government,   at   short    intervals,  and.   thereby, 
the  whole  system   of  measures,  if  liiey  should 
think   proper.  \-  an   ample  security   against   the 
abuse,  and  a  remedy  for  it,  if  it  should  ever  occur. 
Congress  have  also  a  right  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasions.     This  right, 
by  fair  construction,  is,  in  my  judgment,  an  ex- 
emplification of  the   power  uver   the   militia,  to 
enable   the  Government    to    prosecute    the  war 
with  effect,  and  not  the  limitation  of  it,  by  strict 
construction,  to  the  special  case  of  a  descent  of 
the  enemy  on  any  particular  part  of  our  terri- 
tory.    War  exists;  the  enemy  is  powerful ;  his 
preparations  are  extensive;  we   may  expect  his 
attacks  in  many  quarters.     Shall  we  remain  in- 
active spectators  of  the  dangers  which  surround 
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us,  without  making  the  arrangements  suggested 
by  an  ordinary  instinctive  foresight,  for  our  de- 
fence ?  A  regular  army,  in  sufficient  extent,  may 
not  exist.  The  militia  is  the  principal  resource. 
Is  it  possible  that  a  free  people  would  thus  inten- 
tionally trammel  a  Government  which  they  had 
created  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  them  in  iheir 
just  rank,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights, 
as  a  nation,  against  the  encroachments  of  other 
Powers,  mure  especially  after  they  had  experienced 
that  reliance  could  not  be  placed  on  the  States 
individually,  and  that,  without  a  General  Gov- 
ernment, thus  endowed,  their  best  interests  would 
be  sacrificed,  and  even  their  independence  inse- 
cure ?  A  necessary  consequence  of  so  complete 
and  absolute  a  restraint  on  me  power  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  over  the  militia,  would  be  to 
force  the  United  Slates  to  rescrl  to  standing  ar- 
mies for  all  national  purposes.  A  policy  so 
fraught  with  mischief,  and  so  absurd,  ought  not 
to  be  imputed  to  a  free  people  in  this  enlightened 
age.  It  ought  not,  more  especially,  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  good  people  of  these  Slates.  Such 
a  construction  of  the  Constitution  is,  in  my 
opinion,  repugnant  to  iheir  liighest  inieresls,  to 
the  unequivocal  intention  of  its  framers,  and  to 
the  just  and  obvious  import  of  the  instrument 
itself. 

The  construction  given  to  the  Constitution,  by 
the  Executive  is  sanctioned  by  legislative  author- 
ity, by  the   practice  of  ihe  Government,  and   by 
the  assent  and  acquiescence  of  all  the  States,  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  period  of 
the  late  unhappy  differences,  respecting   which 
the  committee  has  desired  to  be  informed.     By 
the  law  of  1795.  the  President  is  authorized  to 
call  forth  the  rnilitia.  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  Constitution,  by  a  direct  application  to  the 
militia  officers,  without  any  communication  with, 
or  reference  to,  the  Executives  of  the  individual 
States,  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for  carrying 
the  law  into  effect,  should  resort  to  them  be  neces- 
sary.    Ii  merits  attention,  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration,  that  the  power  given  to 
the  President  to  call  forth  the  militia,  not  made 
dependent,  by  this  law.  on  the  fact  of  au  invasion 
having  actually  occurred,  but  takes  effect  in  case 
of  imminent  danger  of  it.     In  the  year  1795,  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  on  the  certificate 
of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  an  insur- 
rection existed  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, called  out  the  mililia  of  the  several  States 
including  the  mililia  of  Pennsylvania,  to  suppress 
It  i  which  call  was  obeyed.     In  this  instance,  the 
assent  of  the   Governor  of  Pennsylvania   to  the 
eiistenceof  an  insurrection  was  noi  asked.     Gen- 
eral Washington,  who   then    held   the  office   of 
Chief  Magistrate,  relied  exclusively  on  the  pow- 
ers of  the  General  Government  for  the  purpose. 
The  opinion  of  the  same  Chief  Magistrate,  of  the 
power  of  the  General  Government  over  the  mili- 
tia, was  also  made  known  by  another  distinguished 
act  of  bis  Administration.     By  a  report  of  Gen- 
eral Knox,  the  then  Secretary  of  War.  to  Con- 
gress, this  doctrine  is  maintained  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tent, and  exemplifications  of  it  insisted  on,  which 


prove  that,  from  the  nature  of  our  population,  the 
militia  was  the  force  which,  in  his  judgment, 
ought  principally  to  be  relied  on  for  all  national 
purposes. 

In  the  instances  under  consideration,  powers 
are  granted  to  Congress  for  specified  purposes,  in 
distinct  terms.  A  right  to  carry  powers,  thus 
granted,  into  effect,  follows  of  course.  The  Gov- 
ernment to  whom  they  are  granted  must  judge 
of  the  means  necessary  for  the  purpose,  subject 
to  the  checks  provided  by  the  system.  It  adopts 
a  measure  authorized,  supervises  its  execution, 
and  sees  ihe  impediments  lo  if.  It  has  a  right  to 
amend  the  law  to  carry  the  power  into  effect. 
If  any  doubt  existed  on  this  point,  in  any  case, 
on  general  principles,  and  I  see  cause  for  none,  it 
cannot  in  the  present — a  power  having  been  ex- 
plicitly granted  to  Congress,  by  the  Constitution, 
to  pass  all  necessary  and  proi>er  laws  for  carrying 
inio  execution  the  powers  which  are  vested  in 
the  General  Government. 

Equally  unfounded,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  other 
objection  of  the  Executives  of  the  Slates  above- 
mentioned,  that  when  the  militia  of  a  Slate  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  no 
officer  of  the  regular  army,  or  other  person,  not  a 
mililia  officer,  except  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  person,  has  a  right  lo  command  them. 
When  the  militia  are  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  State.":,  all  State  authority  over  them 
ceases.  They  constitute  a  part  of  the  national 
force,  for  the  time,  as  essentially  as  do  the  troops 
of  the  regular  army.  Like  the  regular  troops, 
they  are  paid  by  the  nation.  Like  them,  their 
operations  are  directed  by  the  same  Government. 
The  circumstance,  that  the  officers  of  the  militia 
are  appointed  by,  and  trained  under,  the  authority 
of  the  Stale,  individually,  (which  must,  however, 
be  done  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress,)  produces  no  effect  on  the  great  charac- 
ter of  our  political  institutions,  or  on  the  charac- 
ter and  duties  of  the  mililia,  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  President,  alone,  has  a  right  to  com- 
mand the  militia  in  person  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  officer 
of  the  regular  army  can  take  the  command  in  his 
absence,  is  a  construction  for  which  I  can  see 
nothing  in  the  Constitution,  to  afford  the  slightest 
pretext.  Is  it  inferred  from  the  circumstance, 
that  he  is  appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
mililia  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates?  The  same  clause  appoints  him  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  Stales.  In  construction  of  law  he  is  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, though  not  present.  His  pres- 
ence is  not  contemplated  in  either  case.  Equally 
necessary  is  it  in  the  one  as  in  the  other.  What 
has  been  the  practice  under  the  Constitution,  com- 
mencing wiih  the  first  Chief  Magistrate,  and  pur- 
suing it  under  his  successors,  lo  the  present  lime  ? 
Has  any  President  ever  commanded,  in  person, 
either  the  land  and  naval  forces,  or  the  militia? 
Is  it  not  known  that  the  power  to  do  it  is  vested 
in  him,  principally,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him 
the  control  over  the  military  and  naval  opera- 
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^ons.  being-a  necessary  attrtbuie  of  (he  execaiire 

franc h  of  ihe  Goveroraent  ?     That,  although  he 
^ight  take  ihe  command  of  all  the  forces  under 
)4.  no  PresiJent  lias  ever  done  it  ?     That  a  provi- 
•flon  for  the  actual  command  is  an  object  of  legis- 
Liiive  regulation,  and  the  selection  of  the  person 
i|>  whom  committed  of  executive  discretion. 
Under  the  commander,  all  officers  of  every  spe- 
ies  of  service   and   corps,  regular  and   militia, 
img  together,  lake  rank  with  common  consent, 
d  perfect  harmony,  according  to  an  article  of 
ar.  sanctioned   by  the  Constitution.     By  this 
iicle,  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  take  rank 
those  of  the  miiitia  of  the  same  grade,  without 
f^l'gard  to  the  date.s  of  their  commissions,  aad  offi- 
lTs  of  any  and   every  erade  of  the  militia   take 
nk  of  all  officers  of  inferior  grade  of  the  regular 
my.     When  these  troops  serve   together  they 
nsiitute  but  one  national  force.     They  are  gov- 
ned   by  the  same  articles  of  war.     The  details 
r  detachment,  guard,  or  any  other  service,  are 
^ade   from   therii   equally.     They  are,  in   truth. 
4|ended    together,  as   much  as  are  the  troops  ol 
Me   regular  army   when   acting    by  themselves 
f|ilv. 

♦^The  idea  advanced  by  the  honorable  Judges  of 
Massaciiuse^tts,    that,  where    the    regular    troops 
"d  militia  Ijci   together,  and  are  commanded  in 
rson   by  the   Pre>ident,  who   withdraws,  there 
n  be  no  rhief  commander,  of  right,  of  either 
ecies  ijf  force,  over  the  whole,  butihat  the  reg- 
ulars and  tnilitia,  as  implied,  may  even    be  con- 
Jered  as  allied  forces,  is  a  consequence  of  the 
inbtruciiofi  for  which  they  contend.     It  pushes 
J^e  doctrine  of  Stale   rights  further  than  I  have 
er  known  it  to  be  carried  in  any  other  instance. 
IS  only  in   the  case  of  Powers  who  are  com- 
tely  independent  of  each  other,  and  who  main- 
D  armies  and    prosecute  war,  against  a  cora- 
n   enemy,   for   objects    equally    distinct   and 
dependent-  that  this  doctrine  can  apply.  It  does 
>t  apply  to  the  case  of  one  independent  Power 
jio  lakes  into  its  service  the  troops  of  another  : 
ik   then  the  command  is   always  at  the  disposal 
I  the  Power  making  war.  and  employing  such 
fihops,  whether  regular  or  militia.     How  much 
s  does  it -apply  to  the   case  under  considera- 
n,   where   there  is    but  one    Power,  and  one 
vernment.  and  the  troops,  whether  regular  or 
pliiia,  though  distinguished  by  shades  of  charac- 
,  constitute  but  one   people,  and   are,  in   fact. 
untr\men.  friends,  and  brethren. 
j-Tiie   PreMdent  is  in  himself  no  bond  of  union 
^jihai   respjct.     He  holds  his  station  as  Com- 
mder-in-Qhief  of  the  land  and  naval  forces, 
d  militia,  kinder  a  Constitution  which  binds  us 
jether  as  one  people,  for  that  and  many  other 
poriant    jjurposes.      His    absence    would    not 
solve  the^bond.     It  would  not  revive  discord- 
,rft   latent  c;laims,  or  become  a  signal   for  disor- 
noizatioo. 

"fhe  judicjousselection  of  the  chief  commander, 
any  expidition  or  important   station,  is  an 
ect  of  hi§h  interest   to  the  nation.     Success 
n  depend*  on  it.     The  right  to  do  this  appears 
^■*me  to  have  been  explicitly  vested  in  the  Presi- 
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dent,  by  the  aothoritf  giren  to  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia,  for  organizing, 
arming,  disciplining,  and  governing  them,  when 
employed  in   the  service  of  the   United   States 
and  by  the  powers  vested  in  him  as  Chief  Exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States.     The  rights  of  that 
highly  res[)ectable  and  virtuous  body  of  our  fel- 
low citizens,  are,  1  am  j)ersuaded,  completely  se- 
cured,   when    the   militia    officers   commanding 
corps  are   retained  in  their   command — a  Major 
General  over   his   division,   a  Brigadier  over  his 
brigade,  a  Colonel  over  his  regiment,  and  the  in- 
ferior officers  in  their  respectivestations.     These 
rights  are  not  injured  or  affected   by  the  exercise 
of  the   right  of  the  Chief  Magistrate;  a   right 
incident  to  the   Executive  power,  equally  appli- 
cable to   every  species  of  force,  and  of  high  im- 
portance to  the  public,  to  appoint  a  commander 
over  them,  of  the  reffular  army,  when  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  if  he  should 
deem  it   expedient.     The  rights  of  the   militia 
officers  and    those  of  the   General    Government 
are  strictly  compatible  with  each  other.     There 
is  no  collision  between  them.     To  displace   mil- 
ilia  officers  for  the  employment  of  regulars,  or  to 
multiply  commands  of  a  separate  character,  espe- 
cially of  small  bodies,  for  that  purpose,  would  be 
improper. 

In  dividing  the  United  States  into  military  dis- 
tricts, and  placing  a  General  of  the  regular  Army 
in  command  in  each,  with  such  a  portion  of  the 
regular  force,  artillery,  and  infantry,  as  could  be 
snared  from  other  service,  it  was  the  object  of 
the  President  to  afford  the  best  protection  to 
every  part  of  the  Union  that  circumstances  would 
admit  of,  with  the  least  burden  which  might  be 
possible  to  the  people.  These  commanders  were 
specially  charged  with  the  defence  of  their  re- 
spective districts.  It  was  enjoined  on  them  to 
watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  to  communi- 
cate them  to  the  Government,  and  to  execute  its 
orders  in  summoning  to  the  field,  on  menace  of 
invasion,  such  portions  of  the  quotas  of  the  mili- 
tia of  each  Stale,  within  their  respective  districts, 
as  had  been  provided  for  by  act  of  Congress,  and 
detailed  by  this  Department,  as  were  thought 
necessary. 

When  this  arrangement  was  entered  into,  it 
will  be  observed  that  there  was  no  menace  of  im- 
mediate invasion,  and  but  few  militia  in  the  field. 
It  was  intended  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  to 
guard  against  possible,  but,  as  was  hoped  and  pre- 
sumed, distant  dangers.  The  Executive  had  then 
no  alternative  between  that  arrangement  and  any 
other.  The  militia  officers  of  rank  afforded  none. 
They  were  at  home;  for  the  Executive  has  no 
power,  under  existing  laws,  to  call  them  into  the 
field,  without  a  command  of  men  suited  to  their 
rank;  and,  even  when  thus  called  forth,  their 
term  of  service  must  expire  with  that  of  the  men 
whom  they  command.  These  (acts  show,  that 
nothing  was  more  remote  from  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  than  to  disregard  the  just  claims 
of  our  feilowcilizens  of  the  militia.  They  show, 
also,  how  difficult  it  is  to  provide,  by  any  arrange- 
ment  which  can  be  adopted,  for  a  general  and 
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permanent  defence  of  our  principal  cities  and  sea- 
board, without  employing  officers  who  are  always 
in  service,  in  the  principal  commands  at  least,  fur 
the  purpose. 

It  is  admitted  mat.  by  the  increased  pressure  of 
the  war.  in  consequence  of  which  much  larger 
bodies  of  militia  have  been  called  into  service, 
and  with  them  many  General  officers  of  experi- 
ence an^  merit,  these  difficulties  have  proportion- 
ably  diminished.  Of  these  officers  several  have 
been  already  advanced  to  distinguished  com- 
mands, with  great  satisfaction  to  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  advantage  to  their  country.  The 
committee  may  be  assured  that  opportunities  of 
this  kind,  regarding  the  obligation  of  a  just  re- 
sponsibility, will  be  seized  by  the  Executive  with 
pleasure- 
How  far  these  differences  may  be  healed,  or  the 
recurrence  of  the  like  in  future  be  prevented,  by 
legislative  provisions,  the  committee,  on  a  full 
view  of  these  documents,  and  on  a  due  consider- 
ation of  the  whole  subject,  will  be  able  to  decide. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  thai  the  divisions 
of  the  country  into  military  districts,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  ihat  special  object,  requires  no  legislative 
sanction,  if,  indeed  it  admits  of  one.  The  defini- 
tion of  boundary  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of 
prescribing  a  limit  to  the  civil  duties,  if  they  may 
be  so  called,  rather  than  the  military,  of  the  com- 
mander of  each  district ;  rather  to  the  period  pre- 
ceding an  inva.<iion,  with  a  view  to  the  necessary 
preparatory  measures  for  repelling  il,  than  after 
it  should  take  place.  An  invasion  by  a  large 
force  would  probably  require  the  concentration 
of  all  our  troops  along  the  seacoast,  who  might  be 
brought  to  act  in  it.  In  such  an  event,  all  limi- 
tations of  boundary  to  the  several  commanders 
would  cease.  The  march  of  the  enemy  would 
regulate  that  of  our  armies,  who  would  from 
every  quarter  be  directed  against  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


of  artillery,  caralry,  and  infantry,  viz:  one-twen- 
tieth part  of  artillery,  one-twentieth  part  of  cav- 
alry, and  the  residue  infantry. 

There  will,  however,  be  no  objection,  on  the 
pan  of  the  President  of  the  United  State.",  to  the 
admission  of  a  proportion  of  riflemen,  duly  organ- 
ized in  distinct  corps,  and  not  exceeding  one-tenth 
part  of  the  whole  quota  of  the  States,  respectively. 
Each  corps  should  be  properly  armed  and  equip- 
ped for  actual  service. 

When  the  detachment  and  organization  shall 
have  been  effected,  the  respective  corps  will  be 
exercised  under  the  officers  set  over  ihem;  but 
will  not  remain  embodied,  or  be  considered  as  in 
actual  service,  until,  by  subsequent  orders,  they 
shall  be  directed  to  take  the  field. 

Your  Excellency  will  please  to  direct  that  cor- 
rect muster-rolls  and  inspection  returns  be  made 
of  the  several  corps,  and  that  copies  thereof  be 
transrailted  lo  this  Department  as  early  as  possible. 


A. 

Copy  of  a   letter  from    Wilham   Eustii,  Secretary    of 
War,  to  the  Governor*  of  States,  dated 

War  Department,  April  15.  1812. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States  to  take  effectual  measures  to  organize,  arm, 
and  equip,  according  to  law,  and  hold  in  readi- 
ness, to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  their  re- 
spective proportions  of  one  hundred  thousand 
militia,  officers  included,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of 
Congress  passed  the  lOih  instant,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  miiiiia  of 
the  United  States." 

This,  therefore,  is  to  require  your  Excellency 

to  take  effectual  measures  for  having of  ihe 

militia  of (being  her  quota)  detached  and 

duly  organized  in  companies,  battalions,  regi- 
ments, brigades,  and  divisions,  within  the  short- 
est periods  that  circumstances  will  permit,  and 
as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  following  proportions 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  William  Eustia,  Esq,  Secretary 
of  War,  to  the  Governor  of  Massachuacttx,  dated 

War  Department,  June  12,  1812. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  request 
your  Excellency  to  order  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  requisition  of  Major  Gene- 
ral Dearborn,  such  part  of  ihe  quota  of  the  militia 
of  Massachusetts,  detached  conformably  to  the 
act  of  the  lOih  April,  1812,  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  the  seacoast. 
I  am,  dec. 

NoTi. — A  limilar  letter,  addressed  to  the  Governors 
of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Hampshire. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from   William  Eustis,  Secretary  of 

War,  to  his  Excellency  Caleb  Strong,  Governor  of 

Massachusetts,  dated 

July  21,  1812. 

Sir  :  By  information  received  from  Major  Gren- 
eral  Dearborn,  it  appears  that  the  detachment 
from  the  mililia  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  defence 
of  the  maritime  frontier,  required  by  him  under 
the  authority  of  the  President,  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  the  10th  April,  1812,  have  not  been  march- 
ed to  the  several  stations  assigned  them. 

Inasmuch  as  long  delay  may  be  followed  with 
distress  to  a  certain  portion  of  our  fellow-citizen?, 
and  with  injurious  consequences  to  our  country. 
I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  this  arrangement  of  the  militia 
was  preparatory  to  the  march  of  the  regular  troops 
to  the  northern  frontier.  The  exigencies  of  the 
service  have  required,  and  orders  have  accord- 
ingly been  given  to  Major  GJeneral  Dearborn  to 
move  the  regular  troops  to  that  frontier,  leaving 
a  sufficient  number  to  man  the  guns  in  the  gar- 
risons on  the  seaboard.  The  execution  of  this 
order  increases  as  your  Excellency  cannot  fail  to 
observe,  the  necessity  of  hastening  the  detached 
mililia  to  their  several  posts,  as  assigned  by  Gen- 
eral Dearborn  ;  in  which  case  they  will,  of  course, 
be  considered  in  the  actual  service  and  pay  of  the 
United  Slates. 

The  danger  of  invasion,  which  existed  at  the 
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1^  me  of  issuing  the  order  of  the  President,  in- 
k  reases.  and  I  am  specially  directed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  urge  this  consideration  on  your  Excellen- 
%,y,  as  requiring  the  necessary  order  to  be  given 
Itur  the  imniediatf  niarcli  of  the  several  deiach- 

ents.  specified  by  General  Dearborn,  to  their  re- 

"■ctive  posts. 

I  h*ve  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 


^itract  of  a  letter  from  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of 
*»      ^Var,  to  the  GoTernor  of  Connecticut,  dated 

'j  August  9,  1813. 

•i  Whenever  mililia  are  called  out,  the  contractor 
fw  his  ageiit  should  be  required  to  supply  accord- 
iilg  to  the  Contract. 

y  ircular  letter  from  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  War, 
,        to  the  Governors  of  the  respective  Suten,  dated 

I    e        _,,     ,  July  4.  1814. 

J-.  biR:  The  late  pacification  in  Europe  offers  tu 
<  \e  enemy  a  large  disposable  force,  both  naval  and 
4|ilitary,  and  with  it  the  means  of  giving  to  the 
^ar  here  a  character  of  new  and  increased  ac- 
[vity  and  extent. 

Without  knowing,  with  certainty,  that  such 
ill!  be  lis  application,  and  still  less  that  any  par- 
^  -^ular  point  or  points  will  become  objects  of  at- 
ijick,  the  President  has  deemed  it  advi>able,  as  a 
-|i|ea>ure  of  precaution,  to  strengthen  ourselves 
U^  th-  line  ut  the  Atlantic,  and  (as  the  principal 
*Jeans  of  doing  this  will  be  found  in  the  militia) 
\  invite  the  Executives  of  certain  States  to  or- 
l  mize  and  hold  in  readiness,  for  immediate  ser- 
^  ce.  a  corps  of  ninety-three  thousand  five  hund- 
%  d  men.  upder  the  laws  of  the  23th  of  February 
>.|95.  and  ISih  of  April,  1814. 
ijThe  enclosed  detail  will  show  your  Excellency 

Jjhat.  under  this  requisition,  will  be  the  quota  of 
.J     ^-     -^^  '^^f  as   volunteer  uniform   companies 
i4n  be  found,  they  will  be  preferred. 
JjThe  expediency  of  regarding  (as  well  in  the 
I 'Signations  of  the  militia  as  of  their  places  of 
f.  ndezvous)  the  points,  the  importance  or  expo- 
*  re  ot    which  will  be  most  likely  to  attract  the 
I  ews  of  the  enemy,  need  but  be  suggested. 
t,  A  report  of  the  organization   of  your   quota 
A  len  completed,  and  of  its  place  or  places  of  ren- 
iivous,  will  be  acceptable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <fcc. 


\ 


1! 


i^tract  of  a  letter  from  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of 

fl  r  w','^  ^''^'^»'»'«1  ^^'^^'  Jun.,  Adjutant  General 
.^f  -MihUa,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  dated 

A  ,  u    .  ,  -^"^v  9,  1814. 

A  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
Jur  letter  of  the  8ih  instant,  accompanied  by 
^dry  documents  in   relation   to  the  defence  of 

^^-Alautic  iVontier  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

*^he  Statf  troops,  if  considered  part  of  the  mil- 

*^,  or  as  substitutes  therefor,  will  be  taken  into 
service  «f  the  United  States  as  the  quota  of 
ode  Island,  under  the  requisition  of  the  4th 

jjjtant.  and  will  be  designated  for  the  defence  of 

•»*t  Stale.  J 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe.  Acting  Secretary 
of  War,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  MiliUry  Commiu 
tee,  dated 

Departmepct  or  War. 

December  23,  1812, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  21st  instant,  requesting  sach  information  at 
this  Department  may  possess  respecting  the  de- 
fects in  the  organization  of  the  General  Staff  of 
the  Army,  and  in  the  laws  relating  to  volunteers; 
and  requesting,  also,  the  opinion  of  this  Depart- 
ment as  to  the  propriety  of  augmenting  the  pres- 
ent military  force,  and,  in  case  of  augmentation, 
of  what  description  of  troops  it  ought  to  consist! 

The  committee  of  each  House  of  Congress  hav- 
ing called  on  the  Department  of  War  for  infor- 
mation on  the  same  points,  I  shall  have  the  honor 
to  make  to  each  committee  the  same  report.  The 
enclosed  remarks  go  to  several  of  the  inquiries 
suggested  in  your  letter,  and  contain  the  views  of 
the  Department  on  the  several  subjects  to  which 
they  relate.  The  pressure  of  business  has  forced 
me  to  give  them  a  shape  rather  informal.  A  copy 
of  them  I  have  sent  to-day  to  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  hasten  to  for- 
ward a  like  copy  to  you. 

EXPLANATORY  0B8ERVATI0N8. 

To  make  this  war  effectual,  as  to  its  just  ob- 
jects, so  much  of  the  physi.:al  force  of  the  coun- 
try mu>t  be  brought  into  activity  as  will  be  ade- 
quate. The  force  exists  in  an  abundant  decree, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  to  call  it  forth  andTmake 
a  proper  use  of  it.  This  force  must  be  employed 
alike  in  defensive  and  offensive  operations.  The 
exposed  parts  of  our  own  country  claim  a  primary 
attention.  After  providing  for  their  defence,  all 
the  remaining  force  may  be  employed  in  offensive 
operations.  I  will  begin  with  that  part  which  re- 
quires jjrotection. 

Defence  of  the  Coast. 

The  whole  coast,  from  our  northern  limits  to 
St.  Mary's,  should  be  divided  into  military  dis- 
tricts. 

Boston,  including  New  Hampshire  and  Massa- 
chusetts, to  constitute  one. 

Newport,  including  Rhode  Island  and  Connec- 
ticut, another. 

New  York,  including  the  State  of  New  York 
and  Jersey,  a  third. 

Philadelphia,  including  Pennsylvania  and  Del- 
aware, a  fourth. 

Norfolk,  including  Maryland  and  Virginia,  a 
fifth.  ' 

Charleston,  including  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  a  sixth. 

At  Boston,  and  at  each  of  the  other  post.<«,  let  a 
company  of  artillery,  or  more  than  one,  according 
to  circurastance,s,  of  the  regular  army,  and  a  small 
portion  of  its  infantry,  be  stationed.  Let  them  be 
placed  under  the  command  of  a  Brigadier,  in  the 
following  manner,  and  let  him  have  attached 
to  him  an  engineer.  This  force  will  form  the 
nucleus  of  a  little  army,  to  be  formed  in  case  of 
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invasion,  of  the  militia,  volunteers,  or  such  other 
local  force,  as  may  be  specially  organized  for  the 
purpose. 

This  apportionment  is  intended  to  give  an  idea. 
It  would  be  carried  into  detail  by  the  Executive. 
At  Boston,  including  a  suitable  proportion 
of  artillery,  and  at  Eastport,  and  other 
ports  eastward  -----  600 
At  Newport,  with  a  company  of  artillery  -  350 
At  New  York,  with  a  suitable  proportion 

of  artillery 1.000 

At   Philadelphia,  with  a  company  of  ar- 
tillery     200 

Norfolk,  with  a   company  of  artillery   at 

Annapolis 300 

North  Carolina,  one  company  of  artillery  100 
Charleston,  with  a  company  of  artillery  -  300 
By  placing  a  General  officer  of  the  regular 
army,  with  some  experience,  in  command,  at  each 
of  these  stations,  charged  with  the  protection  of 
the  country,  to  his  right  and  left,  to  a  certain 
extent,  suitable  provision  will  be  made  for  the 
whole.  The  country  will  have  confidence,  and, 
by  degrees,  a  system  of  defence  suited  to  any 
emergency,  may  be  prepared  for  the  whole  coast. 
This  may  be  done  by  the  local  force  with  econ- 
omy, and,  what  is  also  of  great  importance,  with- 
out drawing  at  any  time  for  greater  aid  on  the 
regular  force  of  the  nation,  which  may  be  em- 
ployed in  offensive  operations  elsewhere.  There 
should  be  some  flying  artillery  at  each  station, 
ready  mounted,  and  prepared  to  move  in  any  di- 
rection which  may  be  necessary.  An  engineer 
will  be  useful,  to  plan  and  execute  any  works 
which  may  appear  pro{>er  for  the  defence  of  the 
principal  station,  or  any  other  within  each  mili- 
tary district. 

It  may  be  said,  that  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
enemy  will  attempt  an  invasion  of  any  part  of 
the  coast  described,  with  a  view  to  retain  it,  and 
less  so  for  tiie  purpose  of  desolation.  It  is  never- 
theless possible,  and.  being  so,  provision  ought  to 
be  made  against  the  danger.  An  unprotected 
coast  may  invite  attacks  which  would  not  other- 
wise be  thought  of.  It  is  believed  that  the  ar- 
rangement proposed  will  be  adequate,  and  that 
none  can  be  devised,  to  be  so,  which  would  prove 
more  economical. 

For  Savannah  and  East  Florida,  special  pro- 
vision must  be  made.  Whether  East  Florida  is 
left  in  possession  of  Spain,  or  taken  immediate 
possession  of  bv  the  United  States,  in  either  case. 
It  menaces  the  United  Stales  with  danger  to  their 
vital  interest?.  While  it  is  held  by  Spain,  it  will 
be  u.sed  as  a  British  province,  for  annoying  us  in 
every  mode  m  which  it  may  be  made  instru- 
mental to  that  end.  The  ascendency  which  the 
British  Government  has  over  the  Spanish  re- 
gency, secures  to  Great  Britain  thai  advantage 
while  the  war  lasts.  We  find  that,  at  present,  the 
Creek  Indians  are  excited  against  us.  and  an  asy- 
lum afforded  to  the  slaves  of  the  Southern  Siales 
who  seek  it  there.  To  guard  the  United  States 
against  the  attempts  of  ilie  British  Government, 
in  that  vulnerable  quarter,  the  province  remaining 
ia  the  bands  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  a  force 


of  about  two  thousand  regular  troops  will  be  re- 
quisite. It  will  require  no  more  to  hold  it,  should 
possession  be  taken  by  the  United  Slates. 

For  New  Orleans  and  Natchitoches,  including 
the  Mobile  and  West  Florida,  about  two  thousand 
five  hundred  men  will  be  necessary.  A  local 
force  may  be  organized  in  that  quarter  in  aid  of 
it,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  adequate  to  any 
emergency. 

The  next  object  is  Detroit  and  Maiden,  includ- 
ing ihe  protection  of  the  whole  of  our  Western 
frontier.  For  these,  il  is  believed  that  two  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  with  such  aids  as  may  be 
drawn  from  the  Stales  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio, 
will  be  amply  sufficieni. 

The  following,  then,  is  the  regular  force  requi- 
site for  the  defence  of  those  places: 

Boston 600 

Newport,  Rhode  Island      -        -        .        .  350 

New  York 1,000 

Philadelphia      -        -    .    -        -        -        -  200 

Norfolk 300 

North  Carolina 100 

Charleston 300 

Savannah  and  East  Florida       -         -         -  2.000 

New  Orlean?,  Mobile,  dec.          -        -        -  2.500 


Detroit,  Maiden,  dec. 


-    2,000 


9,350 


This  leaves  a  force  of  about  twenty-six  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  consisting  of  infantry,  artil- 
lery, and  cavalry,  provided  the  whole  force  con- 
templated by  law  is  rai.<^ed  and  kept  in  the  field, 
to  be  employed  in  offensive  operations  against 
Niagara.  Kingston,  Montreal,  and  all  Lower  Can- 
ada, and  likewise  against  Halifax.  This  whole 
force,  however,  even  if  raised,  cannot  be  counted 
on  as  effective.  The  difference  between  the  force 
on  the  muster  rolls,  and  the  effective  force  in  the 
field,  through  a  campaign,  is  generally  estimated 
ai  a  deficiency  in  the  latter  of  one-fourth,  with 
troops  who  have  already  seen  service.  With 
young  troops,  it  may  be  placed  at  one  third. 
Take  from  the  nominal  force  ten  thousand,  and 
ii  would  leave  about  sixteen  thousand  fur  these 
latter  purposes. 

Will  this  force  be  sufficieni  ?  This  will  depend 
of  course  on  the  number  of  iheBriiiah  force  which 
may  be  opposed  to  us.  It  is  believed  thai  the 
Briiisii  force  at  Niagara,  and  its  neighborhood,  at 
Kingston.  Montreal,  Q,uebec,  and  in  all  Lower 
Canada,  ought  to  be  estimated  ai  twelve  thousand 
regulars,  and  several  ihou-and  militia  ;  say,  in  all. 
sixteen  or  eighteen  thousand,  and  at  Halifax,  at 
three  thousand. 

To  demolish  ihe  British  force,  from  Niagara  to 
Q,uebec,  would  require,  to  make  the  thing  secure, 
an  efficient  regular  army  of  twenty  thousand 
men.  with  an  army  of  reserve  of  ten  thousand. 
The  commander  ought  to  have  power  to  dispose  of 
ihem  as  he  thought  fit.  The  movement  against 
Niagara  and  Lower  Canada  ought  to  be  in  con- 
cert, and  of  course  under  the  control  of  the  same 
commander,  who,  alone  could  be  a  competent 
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^  dge  of  the  suitable  time  and  manner.     A  corps 
*    reserve  (s  indispensable  to  guard  against  cas- 
yilties,   espiecially    with    raw    troops.      Nothing 
«  lOuld  be  Itjft  to  hazard.     The  expedition  should 
fc  r  of  a  chtiracter  to  inspire  a  certainty  of  sue- 
f  ss,  from  "which   the  best   consequences  would 
jfsult.     Our  troops  would   be  more  undaunted, 
jied  those  of  the  enemy  proportionably  more  dis- 
mayed.    In  the  interior,  on   both  sides,  the  effect 
would  be  equally  salutary;  with  us  it  would  aid 
\\\  filling  our  ranks  with  regular  troops,  and  draw- 
'  \Ag  to  the  field  such  others  as  occasion  might 
;ji  quire;   with  the  enemy,  the  effect  would   be 
;  |;i  ually  in  our  favor.     It  would  soon  drive  from 
Jji  e  field  th«|  Canadian  militia,  and,  by  depressing 
\  e  spirits  of  the  people,  interrupt  and  lessen  the 
k   pplies  to  ihe  British  army. 
^    If  the  copquesi  of  Canada  should  prove  to  be 
^sy,  a  partpf  this  force  might  be  directed  against 
Jalifax;  bi^t  for  that  purpose  a  force  should  be 
?  ecially  provided,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  six 
iSousand  rnen.     Before   this  time   next  year,  the 
ji  )Qor  and  interest  of  the  United  States  require 
.  il  at  the  British  forces  be  driven  into  Q,uebec  and 
y  alifax,  at,d  be  taken  there,  if  possible.     They 
|r  ust,  at  all>  events,  be  excluded  from  every  foot 
..     territory"  beyond   the  reach  of  their  cannon, 
*{  bis  may  be  done,  if  timely  and  suitable  meas- 
i  es  are  adopted  for  the  purpose,  and  they  be  ex- 
t  uted  with,  vigor  and  skill. 

J  If  the  Guvernmecit  could  raise  and  keep  in  the 
I  Id  thirty-five  thousand  regular  troops,  the  legal 
f|mplemenfi  of  the  present  establishment,  the  de- 
fZiency  lo  |)e  supplied,  even  to  authorize  an  ex- 
iAdiiion  agajinst  Halifax,  would  be  inconsiderable. 
Xfn  ihou.satid  men  would  be  amply  sufficient ;  but 
jrere  is  daiger  of  not  being  aDie  to  raise  that 
Ifrce,  and  t.t  keep  it  at  that  standard.  The  esti- 
|£ite,  therefore,  of  the  force  to  be  raised  for  the 
flxt  campaign,  in  addition  to  ihe  legal  conaple- 
irtnt,  shoulU  cover  any  probable  deficiency  in  it, 
|m  well  as  i?ie  addition  which  ought  lo  be  made 
Mit.  My  ,dea  is.  that  provision  ought  to  be 
l^de  for  raising  twenty  thousand  men  in  addi- 
jij-n  to  the'present  establishment.  How  shall 
^se  men  l.e  raised  ?  Shall  new  regiments  be 
^(ided  to  the  standing  army  to  coosdlute  a  part 
'i<it;  the  volunteer  acts  be  relied  on;  or  any 
'|4ier  expedient  adopted  ? 

ijThe  first  question  to  be  answered  is,  can  more 
ui^n  ihe  force  contemplated  by  the  present  Mili- 
|j  'y  Establishment  be  raised  in  lime  for  the  next 
^  mp^ign.  and  that  force  be  kept  in  the  field  by 
'^  w  recruits  to  supply  losses  produced  by  ihecas- 
f'  lues  ot  y«ar?  Will  the  stale  of  our  popula- 
K-^  n,  the  ch;iracier  and  circumstances  of  the  peo- 
,•«■  who  compose  il,  justify  a  reliance  on  such  a 
riource  alvTie  ? 
>The  ex{>c,iraents  heretofore  made,  even  under 
W  addiiior^al  encouragement  given  by  the  acts 
-sed  at  llje  last  session  of  Congress,  and  the 
cileraeni  produced  by  the  war.  though  great, 
ibid  It.  Abundant  and  qoble  proofs  of  patriot- 
i.  n  have  beW>  exhibited  by  our  citizens  in  those 
*jlarlers  whi're  the  approach  and  pressure  of  the 
"■'•emy   hav*   been  most  fell.     Many   thousands 


have  rallied  to  the  standard  of  their  country; 
but  it  has  been  to  render  voluntary  service,  and 
that  for  short  terms.  The  increase  of  the  regu- 
lar army  has  been  slow,  and  the  amount  raised 
compared  with  the  number  sought,  inconsider- 
able. Additional  encouragement  may  produce  a 
more  important  result ;  but  still  there  is  cause  to 
fear  that  u  will  not  be  in  the  degree  called  for  by 
the  present  emergency.  If,  then,  there  is  cause 
lo  doubt  success,  that  doubt  is  a  sufficient  motive 
for  the  Legislature  to  act  on.  and  to  appeal,  in  aid 
of  the  existing  resource,  lo  another,  not  likely 
to  fail.  ' 

In  rejecting  a  reliance  on  the  regular  Military 
Establishment  alone,  for  the  force    necessary  lo 
give  effect  to  the  next  campaign,  the  alternative 
IS  too  obvious  to  be  mistaken  by  any  one.     The 
occurrences  of  the   present  year  designate  it  in 
the  most  satisfactory   manner.     The  additional 
force  must  be  raised  for  a  short  term,  under  every 
encouragement  lo  the   patriotism  of  the  people 
which  can  be  given  consistently  with  the  circum- 
stances of  ihe  country,  and  without  interfering 
with  enlistments  into  the  old  corps.     The  volun- 
teer acts  of  the  lasi  session  may  be  the  basis  on 
which  this  force  may  be  raised;  but  those  acts 
must  be  radically  altered  to  enable  the  President 
to  raise  the  force.     Experience  has  not  been  less 
instructive  on  this   very  important   point.     Al- 
though whole  sections  of  our  country,  and  among 
them  many  of  our  most  distinguished   and  esti- 
mable citizens,  have  risen  in  arms  and  volunteered 
their  services,  and  marched  in   the  ranks,  it  has 
not  been  done  under  the  volunteer  acts.     Tliose 
acts  contemplate  a  beginning  at   the  wrong  end, 
and  require  too  long  an  engagement  to  produce 
the   desired  effect.     They  contemplate  a   move- 
ment 111  no  particular  quarter,  and  by  no  particu- 
lar person  ;  they  require  that  the  people  shall  take 
the  affair  up  of  their  own  accord,  enrol  themselves 
into  companies,  and  then   recommend    their  offi- 
cers to  the  President ;  and  that  the  President  shall 
not  appoint   the  field    officers    until    a    sufficient 
number  of  companies  arc  formed  to  constitute  a 
regiment.     Thus  it  may  happen   that  companies 
from  different  States,  all  strangers  to  each   other, 
may  be  thrown  into  a  regiment,  and  that  the  field 
officers   appointed    to   command    them    may    b« 
strangers  alike  to  all  the  company,  officers  and 
men.     They  contemplate,  also,  an  enrolment  for 
three  years,  with  a  service  only  of  one;  condi- 
tions which,  in  themselves,  could  not  fail   to  de- 
feat ihe  object,  as  they  enlist  on  their  side  not  one 
motive  to  action.    The  patriot  citizen,  who  really 
wished  to  serve  his  country,  would  spurn  the  re- 
straint imposed  ou  him  of  two  years  of  inactivity 
out  of  three,  and  enter  the  regular  army,  where 
he  would  find  active  employment  for  the  whole 
term    of  his   enlistment.     And   the  farmer,   the 
merchant,  and  the  artist,  willing  to  make  a  sacri- 
fice of  a  certain  portion  of  their  time  to  the  urgent 
calls  of  their  country,  would  find  a  check  to  that 
impulse  by  the  obligation   they  must  enter   into 
for  so  long  a  term ;  and  by  allowing  no   bounty, 
no  pecuniary  inducement  nor  aid  to  enable  a  man 
to  leave  home  is  offered.     It  is  impossible  that 
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such  a  project  should  succeed  on  an  extensive 

scale.  The  ardent  patriotism  of  a  few.  in  de- 
tached circles  of  our  country,  may  surmount  these 
obstacles;  but  such  examples  will  be  rare. 

To  give  effect  to  such  a  measure,  the  President 
alone  should  have  the  appointment  of  all  the  offi- 
cers under  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  it  should  be 
made  in  the  following  manner:  He  should  first 
select  such  prominent  men  as  had  merited,  and 
acquired,  by  a  virtuous  conduct,  the  confidence  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  and  confer  on  them,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  and  then  confide  to  them  the  selection 
and  recommendation  of  all  their  officers,  to  be 
approved  by  the  President.  These  men  would  go 
to  their  homes,  look  around  the  country  where 
they  were  known,  and  where  they  know  every 
one,  select  the  prominent  men  there,  such  as  en- 
joyed the  esteem  and  confidence  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  recommend  them,  according  to  their 
respective  pretensions,  as  field  officers,  captains, 
and  subalterns  under  them.  Thus  the  service 
would  be  truly  voluntary,  as  every  man  would 
act  under  officers  to  whose  appointment  he  had 
essentially  contributed.  The  several  corps  would 
consist  of  neighbors,  friends,  and  brothers;  exam- 
ple would  animate  to  action;  generous  motives 
would  be  excited;  patriotism  roused;  and  the 
ties  of  kindred  would  unite  with  the  love  of 
country  and  of  free  government  to  call  our  young 
men  to  the  field. 

The  first  object  is  to  complete  the  regular  es- 
tablishment to  its  legal  complement,  and  to  keep 
it  there.  The  pay  of  the  soldiers  has  already  been 
raised  during  the  present  session  of  Congress  ;  but 
this,  il  IS  feared,  will  not  afford  a  sufficient  in- 
ducement to  fill  the  ranks  within  the  requisite 
time.  Let  ihe  bounty  be  raised  to  the  sum  of 
forty  dollars  to  each  recruit,  and  let  the  officers 
receive  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  man  for  all 
whom  they  may  recruit.  These  additional  en- 
couragements will,  it  is  presumed,  secure  the 
desired  success.  When  filled,  how  keep  the  re- 
giments full?  The  presence  of  all  the  officers 
will  be  necessary,  in  that  state,  for  their  com- 
mand; none  could  be  spared  to  recruit.  Different 
expedients  have  occurred  to  supply  supernumerary 
officers  for  the  recruiting  business.  It  has.  for 
example,  been  proposed  to  add  a  certain  number 
of  regiments,  from  fifteen  to  twenty,  to  the  present 
Military  Establishment ;  but  this  would  be  to  rely 
on  that  establishment  alone;  which,  as  is  pre- 
sumed, it  would  be  highly  improper  to  do.  This 
plan  is  further  objectionable,  on  account  of  the 
expense  attending  it;  and  likewise,  as  it  would 
create  delay  in  the  organization  of  the  corps  and 
appointment  of  the  officers  The  same  objections 
are  applicable  to  the  addition  of  a  company  to 
each  battalion,  not  to  mention  others.  On  much 
consideration,  the  following  expedient  has  oc- 
curred as  most  eligible.  Let  one  field  officer,  a 
major,  be  added  to  each  regiment,  and  a  third 
lieutenant  to  each  company.  This  will  allow  a 
field  officer  and  ten  company  officers  from  each 
regiment,  for  the  recruiting  service,  which  would 
be  sufficient. 
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The  additional  force  proposed  for  one  year  is 
intended  to  supply  the  probable  deficiencies  in  the 
present  Military  Establishment.  This  force  being 
to  be  raised  for  a  shorter  term,  and  for  a  special 
purpose,  it  is  presumed  that  much  aid  may  be 
drawn  from  that  source,  and  with  great  despatch, 
for  the  purposes  of  ihe  next  campaign.  It  is 
probable,  also,  that  it  may  be  done  without  essen- 
tially interfering  with  enlistments  into  the  old 
corps,  as  most  of  the  men  who  may  enter  into 
this,  might  not  be  willing  to  engage  in  them. 

If  a  lingering  war  is  maintained,  the  annual 
disbursemeniN  will  be  enormous.  Economy  re- 
quires that  it  be  brought  to  a  termination  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  If  a  strong  army  is  led 
to  the  field  early  in  the  Spring,  the  British  power 
on  this  Continent  must  sink  before  it  ;  and  when 
once  broken  down,  it  will  never  rise  again.  The 
re-conquest  of  Canada  will  become,  in  the  opinion 
of  all  enlightened  men,  and  of  the  whole  British 
nation,  a  chimerical  attempt.  It  will  therefore  be 
abandoned;  but  if  delay  takes  place,  reinforce- 
ments may  be  expected,  and  the  war  be  prolonged. 
It  is  to  save  the  public  money,  and  the  lives  of 
oar  people,  and  the  honor  of  the  nation,  that  high 
bounties,  and  premiums,  and  the  most  vigorous 
exertions  in  other  respects,  are  advised.  The 
prolongation  of  the  war,  for  a  single  campaign, 
would  exceed  these  expenditures  more  than  ten- 
fold. 


Boston,  August  5,  1812. 

Sia  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  July, 
when  at  Northampton,  and  the  next  day  came  to 
Boston.  The  people  of  this  State  appear  to  be 
under  no  apprehension  of  an  invasion.  Several 
towns,  indeed,  on  the  seacoast,  soon  after  the  dec- 
laration of  war,  applied  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  for  arms  and  ammunition,  simitar  to  the 
articles  of  that  kind  which  had  been  delivered  lo 
them  by  the  State  in  the  course  of  the  last  war, 
and  in  some  instances  they  were  supplied  accord- 
ingly. But  they  expressed  no  desire  that  any 
part  of  the  militia  should  be  called  out  for  their 
defence  ;  and,  in  some  cases,  we  were  assured  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  disagreeable  to  them. 

You  observe,  in  your  last  letter,  that  the  danger 
of  invasion,  which  existed  at  the  time  of  issuing 
the  orders  of  the  President,  increases. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  infer,  from  this  expres- 
sion, that,  in  your  opinion,  that  danger  is  now 
very  considerable;  as  the  President's  order  must 
have  been  issued  before  war  was  declared,  your 
former  letter  being  dated  the  I2ih  of  June,  and 
General  Dearborn's,  who  was  then  at  Boston,  on 
the  22d  of  that  month  ;  besides,  it  can  hardly  be 
supposed  that,  if  this  State  bad  been  in  great 
dan<Ter  of  invasion,  the  troops  would  have  been 
called  from  hence  to  carry  on  offensive  operations 
in  a  distant  province;  however,  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  had,  by 
proclamation,  forbid  any  incursions  or  depreda- 
tions upon  our  territories,  and  as  an  opinion  gen- 
erally prevailed  that  the  Governor  had  no  au- 
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i^jpnty  to  rail  the  miiiiia  ioio  actual  service, 
fjless  one  of  the  exigencies  coniemplaied  by  the 
nsiituiicHri  exists.  I  ihoughi  it  expedient  to  call 
Councij  together,  and  having  laid  before  ihem 
ur  ieiter^'and  those  I  had  received  from  Gene- 
Dearbotn,  I  requested  their  advice  on  the  sub- 
j^t  of  thert^. 
|fThe  Couacil  advised,  "  That  they  are  unable, 
wim  a  viei-  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  '-the  letters  aforesaid,  Jo  perceive  that 
^y  exigeno;/  exists  which  can  render  it  advisable 
'';|CompIy  vilh  the  said  requisition  ;  but  as,  upon 
poriant  questions  of  law,  and  upon  solemn  oc- 
ions,  the  Governor  and  Council  have  auihor- 
to  require  the  opinion  of  the  Justices  of  the 
if4preme  JuJicial  Court,  it  is  advisable  lo  re- 
(}frest  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the 
L.ttowing  qtiestions,  viz: 

».  •  1st.  Whether  the  Commanders-in  chief  of 
tt  militia  of  the  several  States  have  a  right  to 
ts  ermine  whether  any  of  the  exigencies  coiiiem- 
l^  ted  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
M'  St,  so  as  10  require  them  to  place  the  militia, 
i;5<any  part  of  it,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
fc/(ite«,  at  thv  request  of  the  President,  to  be  com- 
[nded  by  |,im  pursuant  to  acts  of  Congress. 
2d.  Whether,  when  either  of  the  exigencies 
St,  authorizing  the  employing  the  militia  in 
service  vT  the  United  States,  the  militia,  thus 
ployed,  pan  be  lawfully  commanded  by  any 
oHjper  but  oV  the  militia,  except  by  the  President 
ojlthe  United  Stales." 

?;|  enclose  a  copy  of  the  answers  given  by  the 
jt^in^es  to  th*^se  questions. 
;5ince  the'  Council  were  called,  a  person  de- 
jAifed  by  ih',-  towns  of  Eastport  and  Robinston, 
colour  easte/n  boundary,  at  Passainaquoddy,  ap- 
iji'd  to  tne,.represeniing  that  they  had  noap[)re- 
\^  sions  of  invasion  by  an  authorized  British 
^^  ;e,  but  that  there  were  many  laulrss  people  on 
tj'  borders,  from  whom  ihey  were  in  danger  ol 
f4  datory  incursions,  and  requesting  that  they 
r^i  fht  be  furnished  wiih  some  arms  and  ammu- 
T)\  on,  and  tl'iat  three  companies  of  niiliiia  might 
It  ;alied  out  for-i*fieir  protection.  The  Couticil 
a^  ised  that  ihey  shoulJ  be  supplied  with  such 
aji  is  and  ammunition  as  were  necessary  for  their 
pff^ent  defence,  which  has  been  ordered.  They 
ati^  advised:  me  to  call  into  the  service  of  the 
TJ^lted  States,  three  companies  of  the  detached 
ij-jlitia,  for  ijie  purpose  abovemeniioned.  I  have 
tji  day  isstjed  an  order  for  calling  out  three 
cMnpanies  of  the  detached  militia,  to  be  marched 
f«hwiih  to:  Passamaquoddy,  and  to  be  com- 
n|.|nded  by  a  major;  two  of  the  companies  will 
bi  jstationed' at  Eastport,  and  one  company  at 
rtibinston,  tjntil  the  President  shall  otherwise 
dW'Ct. 

have  no  intention  officially  to  interfere  in  the 

i^i^sures   of^the   General    Government;    but,   if 

t|4  Presidefft  was  fully  acquainted  with   the  Nii- 

jion  of  thts  State.  I   think  he  would  have  no 

h  to  call  >iur  militia  into  service  in  the  man- 

proposed^  by  General  Dearborn. 

t  is  well   known   that  the  enemy  will  find   it 

(^'^cult  to  spare  troops  sufficient  for  the  defence 
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of  their  own  territory,  and  predatory  incursions 
are  not  likely  to  take  place  in  this  State  ;  for,  at 
every  point,  except  Passamaquoddy,  which  can 
present  an  object  to  those  incursions,  the  people 
are  too  numerous  to  be  attacked  by  such  parties 
as  generally  engage  in  expeditions  of  that  kind. 
General  Dearborn  proposed  that  the  detached 
militia  should  be  stationed  at  only  a  few  of  the 
ports  and  places  on  the  east;  from  the  rest,  t 
part  of  their  militia  were  to  be  called  away. 
This  circumstance  would  increase  their  danger; 
it  would  invite  the  aggressions  of  the  enemy,  and 
diminish  their  power  of  resistance. 

The  whole  coast  of  Cane  Cod  is  exposed  as 
much  as  any  part  of  the  State  to  depredations; 
part  of  the  militia  must,  according  to  this  detail- 
ing order,  be  marched  from  their  homes;  and  yel 
no  place  in  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth  is  as- 
signed to  be  the  rendezvous  of  any  of  the  de- 
tached militia. 

Every  harbor  or  port  within  the  State  has  a 
compact  settlement,  and,  generally,  the  country 
around  the  harbors  is  populous.  The  places  con- 
templated in  General  Dearborn's  specification,  as 
ihe  rendezvous  of  the  detached  militia,  excepting 
in  one  or  two  instances,  contain  more  of  the  mili- 
tia than  the  portion  of  the  detached  militia  as- 
signed tothem.  Themilitiaare  well  organized, and 
would  undoubtedly  prefer  to  defend  their  firesides, 
in  company  with  their  friends,  under  their  own 
officers,  rather  than  be  marched  to  some  distant 
place,  while  strangers  might  be  introduced  to 
take  iheir  places  at  home. 

In  Bo^ton  the  militia  is  well  disciplined,  and 
could  be  mu>iered  in  an  hour  upon  any  signal  of 
an  approaching  enemy;  and  in  six  hours  the 
neighboring  towns  would  pour  in  a  greater  force 
than  any  invading  enemy  will  bring  against  it. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  Salem,  Marble- 
head,  and  Newburypori;  places  whose  harbors 
render  an  invasion  next  to  impossible.  In  all  of 
them  there  are.  in  addition  to  the  common  mili- 
tia, independent  corps  of  infantry  and  artillery, 
Wfll  disciplined  and  equipped,  and  readv,  both  ill 
disposition  and  means,  to  repair  to  any  place 
where  invasion  may  be  threatened,  and  able  to 
rep^-l  it,  except  it  should  be  made  by  a  fleet  of 
heavy  ships;  against  which,  nothing  perhaps  but 
strong  fortifications,  garrisoned  by  regular  troops, 
would  prove  any  defence  until  the  enemy  should 
land,  when  the  entire  miliiia  would  be  prepared 
to  meet  them. 

Kennebunk  .is  unassailable  by  anything  but 
boats,  which  the  nunierous  armed  population  ii 
competent  to  resist.  Portland  has  a  militia  and 
independent  corps,  sufficiently  numerous  for  its 
defence;  and  the  same  is  the  case  with  VViscas- 
set  and  Castine. 

Agrtinsi  predatory  incursions  the  militia  of 
each  place  would  be  able  to  defend  iheir  property, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  they  would  be  aided,  if 
necessary,  by  the  niilitia  of  the  surrounding 
Country.  In  case  of  a  more  .serious  invasion, 
whole  brigades  or  divisions  could  be  collected 
seasonably  for  defence.  Indeed,  considering  the 
state  of   (he   Diilitia   in   this  Commonwealth,   I 
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think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  detaching  a 
part  of  it.  and  distributing  it  into  small  portions, 
will  tend  to  impair  the  defensive  power. 

I  have  thus  freely  expressed  to  you  my  own 
sentiments,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  they  are 
the  sentiments  of  the  best  informed  men.  lam 
fully  disposed  to  afford  all  the  aid  to  the  meas- 
ures of  the  National  Government  which  the  Con- 
stitution requires  of  me;  but.  I  presume,  it  will 
not  be  expected  or  desired  that  I  shall  fail  in  the 
duty  which  1  owe  to  the  people  of  this  Slate, 
who  have  confided  their  interests  to  my  care. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
bumble  servant 

CALEB  STRONG. 

Hon.  Wm.  Eostis. 

Secretary  of  War. 


To  hit  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honorable 
the  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Maatachu- 
tettt,  the  undersigned,  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  have  considered  the  questions  pro- 
posed by  your  Excellency  and  Honors  for  their 
opinion. 

By  ihe  Constitution  of  this  Slate,  the  authority 
of  commanding  the  militia  of  the  Common- 
wealth is  vested  exclusively  in  the  Governor,  who 
has  all  the  power  incident  to  the  office  of  Com- 
raander-in-Chief.  and  is  to  exercise  ihem  person- 
ally, or  by  subordinate  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  laud. 

While  the  Governor  of  the  Cominonwjealth 
remained  in  the  exercise  of  ihese  powers,  the 
Federal  Constiiuiion  wa>  ratified  ;  by  winch  was 
vested  in  the  Congress  a  power  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Unian,  suppress  iiisurreciions,  and  repel  in- 
vasions, and  to  provide  for  governing  such  pari 
of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  Slates,  respect- 
ively, the  appointment  ol   ilie  officers. 

The  Federal  Constitution  further  provides,  that 
the  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  llie 
Army  of  ihe  United  Siaies,  and  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  Slates  when  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  construction  of  the  Federal  and  Slate 
consiiiutions  must  depend  the  answers  lo  the  sev- 
eral questions  proposed.  As  the  militia  of  the 
several  Siatet  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Stales,  for  ihe  three  specific  purposes 
of  executing  the  laws  of  the  Union,  of  suppre.*-s- 
ing  insurrections,  and  of  repelling  invasions,  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  is  requested,  wneiher  the 
Commanders-in  Chief  ol  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
eral Stales  have  a  right  to  determine  whether 
any  of  the  exigencies  aforesaid  exist,  so  as  to  re 
quire  them  to  jtlace  the  militia,  or  any  part  of  it, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Su^le^»,  at  the  request 
of  the  President,  to  be  commanded  by  him,  pur- 
suant to  acts  of  Congress. 

It  is  ihe  opinion  of  the  undersigned  that  this 
right  is  vested  in  the  Coaimanders-in-Chief  of 
the  miliiia  of  the  several  States. 


The  Federal  Constitution  provides  that,  when- 
ever either  of  those  exigencies  exist,  the  roititia 
may  be  employed  pursuant  lo  some  act  of  Con- 
gre.-s,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales ;  but  no 
power  is  given,  either  to  the  President  or  to  Con- 
gress, lo  determine  that  either  of  the  said  exigen- 
cies do  in  fact  exist.  As  this  power  is  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  ii  to  the  States,  it  ii 
reserved  to  the  Stales,  respectively  ;  and  from  the 
nature  of  the  power,  it  must  be  exercised  by 
those  with  whom  the  Stales  have  respectivelf 
intrusted  the  chief  command  of  the  militia. 

It  is  the  duty  of  these  commanders  to  execute 
this  important  trust,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of 
their  several  Stales,  respectively,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  laws  or  officers  of  the  United  Stales, 
in  all  cases  except  those  specially  provided  in  the 
Federal  Constitution.  They  must,  therefore,  de- 
termine when  either  of  the  special  cases  exist, 
obliging  them  to  relinquish  the  execution  of  this 
trust,  and  to  render  themselves  and  the  miliiia 
subject  to  ihe  command  of  the  President.  A  dif- 
ferent construciioo,  giving  to  Congress  the  right 
lo  deiermiue  when  these  special  cases  exist,  au- 
thorizing them  to  call  forth  the  whole  of  the  mi- 
litia, and  taking  them  from  the  Commanders-in- 
Chief  of  the  several  Stales,  and  subjecting  ihem 
to  the  command  of  the  President,  would  place  all 
the  miliiia.  in  efi'eci,  at  the  will  of  Congress,  and 
produce  a  military  cousolidation  of  itie  States, 
without  any  Constitutional  remedy,  against  the 
intentions  of  the  people  when  ratifying  ihe  Con- 
stitution. Indeed,  since  passing  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  February  28tii,  1795,  chapter  lOl,  vest- 
ing in  the  President  the  power  of  calling  forth 
the  militia,  wlien  the  exigencies  mentioned  in  the 
Constiiuiion  shall  exist,  if  the  President  has  the 
power  of  determining  when  those  exigencies  ex- 
ist, the  miliiia  of  the  several  States  is,  in  effect, 
at  his  command,  and  subject  lo  his  control. 

No  inconveniences  can  reasonably  be  presumed 
to  result  from  the  construction  which  vests  in  the 
Commanders  in-Chief  of  the  militia  in  the  sev- 
eral Stales,  the  right  of  determining  when  the 
exigencies  exist, obliging  ihem  lo  place  the  militia 
iu  the  service  of  ihe  United  States.  These  exi- 
g.ncies  are  of  such  a  nature  that  the  existence 
of  them  can  be  easily  ascertained  by.  or  made 
known  to,  tiie  Coniraanders-in-Chief  of  the  mili- 
tia; and  when  ascertained,  the  public  interest 
will  produce  prompt  obedience  to  the  acts  of 
Congress. 

Another  question  proposed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  judges  is,  whether,  when  either  of  the  exi- 
gencies exist,  authorizing  the  employing  of  the 
militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the 
militia  thus  employed  can  be  lawfully  com- 
manded by  any  officer  but  of  the  militia,  except 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales? 

Tlie  Federal  Constiiuiion  declares,  that  the 
President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  Stales.  He  may,  undoubt- 
edly, exercise  this  command  by  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  by  him  commis- 
sioned according  to  law.     The  President  is  aUo 
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lared  to  be  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
jlitia  of  the  several  States,  when  called  into 
^  actual  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
,  )cers  of  the  militia  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
l^.^tes,  and  the  President  may  exercise  his  cora- 
w)^nd  of  tht?  militia  by  officers  of  the  militia  duly 
|«pointed;  but  we  know  of  no  Constitutional 
jj^ivision.  authorizing  any  officer  of  the  Army  of 
^^  United  States  to  command  the  militia,  or 
4»thorizing  any  officer  of  the  militia  tocoramand 
«,#•  Army  ol  the  United  States.  The  Congress 
4i|y  providf  laws  for  the  government  of  the  rai- 
t^|a  when  in  actual  service;  but  to  extend  this 
•  ^er  to  the  placing  them  under  the  command 
officer,  not  of  the  militia,  except  the  Presi- 
,  would  render  nugatory  the  provision,  that 
I'  militia  are  to  have  officers  appointed  by  the 

4ihe  uni 


tlA"  n 


our  coast,  renders  it  desirable  to  affijrd  some  addi- 
tional protection  to  the  citizens  generally  on  the 
seacoast,  and  especially  to  the  principal  towns 
and  villages;  and  by  virtue  of  authority  derived 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Siaie.«!,  I  deem 
it  my  duty,  at  this  time,  to  request  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  having  detached,  as  early  as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  armed,  and  equipped  as  re- 
quired by  law,  one  major  of  artillery,  two  cap- 
tains, eight  lieutenants,  thirteen  sergeants,  eleven 
corporals,  six  musicians,  and  two  hundred  pri- 
vates; and  one  lieutenant  colonel  of  infantry, 
two  majors,  ten  captains,  thirty  subalterns,  one 
adjutant,  one  qtiartermaster,  one  paymaster,  one 
sergeant  major,  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  two 
principal  musicians,  fifty  sergeants,  fifty  corpo- 
^  rals.   twenty   musicians,  and    nine    hundred   pri- 

ion  of  the  militia  in  the  actual  service  j  vales,   to    remain    in    the   service  of  the  United 

tlie  United  States,  with  troops  of  the  United  i  States  for  the  term  of  three  months,  unless  sooner 

lies,  so  fj^r  as  to  form  one  army,  seems  to  be  a  ;  discharged  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 

e   not   provided   for,  or  contemplated    in  the  ,  ted   States.     As  it  will  be  necesi>ary  to  have  the 

institution.      It   is,   therefore,   not  within  our    artillery  and  infantry  placed  at  the  different  posts 

(tv^rtment  to  determine  on  whom  the  command    on  the  seaboard  of  this  State,  it  would  be  desira- 

vcjlve.  on   such  an    emergency,  in  the  i  hie  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  they  would  be  de- 


((yartmen 
\rfuld  del 
^ence  of 
«lzher  of  tl 


)f  the  President.  Whether  one  officer, 
«|*her  of  th<»  militia  or  of  the  army  of  the  United 
.^tes,  to  bf  settled  according  to  military  rank, 
.i||uld  command  the  whole;  whether  the  corps 
"iW^^  tjP  commanded  by  their  respective  officers. 

aifing  in  cojicert,  as  allied  forces;  or  what  other    — ,  ...— ^.v-.«u.,  .uu  pi.r.ic:.,  is  m  coniormiiy 

t^yedient  s^ouId  be  adopted,  are  questions  to  be  ,  with  the  present  regulations  of  the  Department 
bjh+wered  by  others.  of  War,  from  which  I  am  not  authorized  to  ad- 

iThe    undersigned   regret  that   the  distance  of|mitofauy  material  deviation. 

*•  other  justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  ' 


tached  from  the  vicinity  of  the  respective  posts. 
The  intended  distribution  of  the  detachment  will 
be  coramunicaied  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
State  previous  to  his  issuing  the  necessary  orders. 
The  proportion  of  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  is  in  conformity 


iders  it  impracticable  to  obtain  their  opinions 
kAsonably  upon  the  questions  submitted. 

THEOPHILUS  PARSONS, 
U  SAMUEL  SEWALL, 

5^  ISAAC  PARKER. 


tract  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 


^  Mit.  DisT.,  No.  1,  Headquarters. 

'I  Boston.  July  14,  1814. 

fiR:  Froiu  the  exposed  and  unprotected  situ- 
■Ajj>a  of  the  miliiarv  post.s  in  this  harbor,  and  the 
sA^board  of  this  State  generally,  and  the  threats 

a*i^  daily  depredations  of  the  enemy,  I  have  con-    'c:>pti.ii»c  jjusis,  i  uunn  is  perieciiy  proper  and 
cl?^ded  It  my  duty  to  exercise  the  authority  vested    ^  ^^^^  no  doubt   you  will   be  able  to  make  such 
iljfne  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  bv    arrangements  with   General   Brooks  as   will  be 
riiuesting  the  Governor  to  order  out  a  detach-  '  satisfactory. 
ri  int  of  artillery  and  infantry.  

H  copy  of  my  letter  to  Governor  Strong  and    p  .      ,    ,     •         r 
OllHS  answer,  are  enclosed  r^xtract  or  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the  Sec- 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  hia  Excellency  Caleb  Strong, 
Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Ma8iiachusett«,  to  General 
Dearborn,  dated 

NOKTHAMPTON,  Jtiiy  12,  1814. 

Sir:  This  morning  I  received  your  letter  of 
the  eighth  instant.  As  you  propose  to  communi- 
cate to  General  Brooks  your  views  concerning 
the  particular  destination  of  the  militia  to  be 
called  out  for  the  defence  of  the  towns  on  the 
seacoast  of  this  State,  I  have  written  to  him  on 
the  subject. 

Your  suggestion  that  the  men  should  be  de- 
tached, a^  lar  as  may  be,  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
respective  posts,  I  think  is  perfectly  proper,  and 


C  J  ly  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  His  Eiccl- 
'i  -ncy  Caleb  Strong.  Governor  of  the  Sute  of  Ma«- 

i  ichusetts,  dated 

Mil.  Di8T.,  No.  1,  HEAoauARTERs, 


<  i 


IR 


retary  of  War,  dated 
Mil.  Dist.,  No.  1,  Headudartehs, 

Boston,  St^at.  5,  1814. 
Sir:  Having  received  such  information  as  is 
entitled  to  full  credit,  that  the  enemy,  with  a  for- 
midable  naval  and  land  force,  has  arrived  in  Pe- 
nobscot Bay.  and    taken   possession  of  Castine; 


Boston,  July  8.  1814. 
rpi  •    ■  r    I  """".i-wi  Ajaj.aim   laneu   possession  01   i^astine; 

iHrA     f,u    "'^""?  '*^'*'  f,  ^'^^."^  0^  the  sea-  |  and  presuming  his  force,  after  forming  a  place  of 
dJlvn/n.H  .  °"'^'^''^u^"'u""  ^'°"'  the  i  arms  at  Ca.stine,  will,  with  such  reinforcements 

fif  y  depredations  committed  by  the  enemy  on  |  as  he  may  receive  from  Halif;ix,  in  addition  to 

$ 


1769 


APPENDIX. 


1770 


The  MUiiia. 


the  naval  force  now  in  Boston  Bav,  attempt  the 
destruction  of  the  public  ships,  and  other  public 
and  private  property  on  the  seaboard,  I  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  request  the  Governors  of 
this  State  and  New  Hampshire  to  order  out,  for 
the  defence  of  Boston  harbor,  Portsmouth.  Port- 
land, and  that  part  of  the  District  of  Maine  be- 
tween Kennebec  river  and  Penobscot,  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  infantry  and  five  hundred  and 
fifty  artillery,  for  the  term  of  three  months,  unless 
.sooner  discharged. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  H.  Dearborn  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  dated 

HEADttUARTEHS.  DISTRICT  No.  1, 

Boston,  October  15,  1814. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  direction  in  your  let- 
ter, of  the  27th  ultimo,  on  the  2d  instant  I  made 
a  formal  requisition  on  Governor  Strong  for  three 
hundred  militia,  to  guard  the    prisoners  at  Pitts 


eral  Government;  and  I  shall  be  particularly 
obliged  if  you  will  favor  me  with  an  answer  sooq 
as  may  be,  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State  will 
meet  on  the  6ih  of  the  next  month. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

HEAOaCARTERS,  BOSTON, 

September  6,  1814. 
General  Orders: 

The  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  having  lately  become  more  destructive, 
in  consequence  of  violations  of  our  territory  by 
the  forces  of  the  enemy,  which  continue  to  men- 
ace our  cities  and  villages,  the  shipping  in  our 
harbors,  and  private  property  on  shore,  his  Excel- 
lency the  Commander-in-Chief  orders  the  whole 
of  the  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning,  with  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  accoutrements,  as  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  of  this  State  require.  Every 
man  must  likewise  be  provided  with  a  good  knap- 


prisoners  at 
field,  and  I  enclosed  to  him  a  copy  of  your  letter,  _  . 

for  the  purpose  of  showing  him  the  necessity  of    sack  and  blanket.     Captains  of  companies  must 
his  compliance.     Having  waited  until  yesterday  !  realize  it  to  be  one  of  their  most  solemn  and  impe- 


morning  without  any  answer  from  his  Excel- 
lency, I  directed  one  of  my  aids  to  call  on  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther he  had  received  any  order  for  making  out 
the  detachment  for  Pittsfield.  The  answer  was. 
that  no  direction  had  been  received  from  the  Gov- 
ernor to  make  such  detachment. 


rious  duties  to  see  the  law  respecting  arms  and 
equipments  efficaciously  executed  ;  but  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief relies  on  the  concurring  aid  of 
all  the  general  and  field  officers,  in  encouraging 
the  company  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 
The  Major  Generals  and  commanding  officers  of 
divisions  will  give  the  necessary  orders  for  an 
immediate  inspection  of  their  several  regiments 
,,  ,     ,  ,        .       t.      11  f-  1  u   o.  by  companies.     Every  instance  of  deficiency  of 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Caleb   Strong.     ^^^^  or  equipments  should  be  forthwith  supplied 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  the  Sec-  ^^^  delinquent  individual,  or  by  the  town  to 

retary  ot  W  ar,  dated  ^^^.^^  ^^  ^^^  belong,  agreeably  to  the  require- 

BosTON,  September  7,  1814.  ments  of  the  militia  law. 
The  troops  of  the  United  States  which,  at  dif-  The  officers  commanding  regiments,  battalions, 
ferent  periods,  were  stationed  on  the  seacoast  of '  and  companies  of  artillery,  will  pay  special  atten- 
this  State,  have  been  afterwards  ordered  to  join  f  tion,  at  this  interesting  moment,  to  the  state  of 
the  army  on  the  Western  frontiers,  so  that  very  '  their  field  pieces,  their  carriages,  and  tumbrils, 
few  have  remained  in  the  State.  We  have,  there-  '  and  see  that  everything  appertaining  to  them  is 
fore,  found  it  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  last  i  in  the  most  perfect  order  for  marching  and  for 
and  present  year,  to  call  out  small  bodies  of  the  action,  and  particularly  that  suitable  horses  are 
militia,  as  guards  to  the  towns  most  exposed.    As    always  engaged,  and  ready  at  any  moment  to  be 


the  danger  has  increased,  the  number  of  detached 
militia  has  been  augmented,  and  I  have  now  is- 
sued the  enclosed  general  order  for  the  protection 
of  Boston,  and  the  towns  and  property  in  its 
neighborhood,  and   shall    immediately   issue  an 


seacoast.  and  placed  them  under  his  command  as 
superintendent  of  this  military  district ;  but  such 
objections  and  inconveniences  have  arisen  from 
that  measure,  that  it  cannot  now  be  repeated. 
The  militia  called  out  on  this  occasion  will  be 


/ 


attached  to  their  pieees,  that  they  may  be  moved 
to  any  point  required  with  celerity.  All  the  com- 
panies of  artillery  now  to  be  called  into  immedi- 
ate service,  besides  the  requisite  supplies  of  fixed 
and  other  ammunition,  will  be  furnished  by  the 


order  of  a  similar  kind  for  the  security  of  the  Dis-  \  Quartermaster  General,  with  prolonges  and  bric- 
trict  of  Maine.  j  oles.     The  Legislature  of  this  State,  always  proud 

A  few  weeks  since,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  of  its  militia,  has  been  particularly  liberal  in  its 
General  Dearborn,  I  detached  eleven  hundred  artillery  establishment ;  and  the  Commander-in- 
militia,  for  three  months,  for  the  defence  of  our  |  Chief  promises  himself,  that,  emulating  the  bril- 


liant example  of  Knox  and  his  heroic  associates 
in  the  artillery  of  the  Revolution,  they  will  be 
equally  distinguished  for  their  discipline  as  sol- 
diers, and  for  their  gallantry  in  the  field. 

Under  possible  events,  the  cavalry  of  the  sev- 


placed  under  the  immediate  command  of  a  Major  i  eral  divisions  may  be  in  requisition.  Every  mo- 
General  of  the  militia.  tive,  therefore,  of  love  of  country,  of  honor,  and 
I  will  thank  you.  sir.  to  consult  with  the  Presi-  sympathy  for  their  fellow-citizens  who  may  be 
dent,  and  inform  me  whether  the  expenses  thus  suffering  the  perils  of  war.  will  prompt  thein  to 
necessarily  incurred  for  our  protection  will  be  maintain  the  most  perfect  state  of  preparation, 
ultimately  reimbursed  to  this  State  by  the  Gen-    and  to  move,  when  called  to  the  scene  of  action, 
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th  all  the  rapidiiy  of  which  cavalry  is  suscep- 
le.     The  general  officers  and  the  field  officers 
'^Icavalry,  as  well  as  the  company  officers,  will 
^<i|rect  their  attention  to  the  qualify  of  the  horses. 
-||d  suffer  no  man  to  be  mountid  but  upon  a  horse 
%4jnd  and  ivt  for  actual  service.     A  few  bad  horses 
iray  occa>i!(>n  irretrievable  disaster. 
iiPhe  Curnmander-in-Chief  having  thus  called 
I  ^  attention  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  mi- 
r  (^a  to  the  observance  of  their  several  duties,  at 
cijs  eventful  crisis,  the  more  eflfectually  to  meet 
i  Trending  danger  orders  that  all  the  tiank  com- 
j|i;)ies.  whether  of  light  infantry,  grenadiers,  or 
ift^emen.  of  the  1st  and  2d  brigades  of  the  1st  di- 
tfi>'ion  ;  tw<;  companies,  viz :  the  one  at  Andover, 
w^i  the  other  at  Haverhill,  of  the  2d  division  ;  all 
tjit  companies  of  the  3J  division,  excepting  the 
"'  1  compaities  in  Charlestown;  four  companies 
he  4th  division;  Gve  companies  of  the  5th  di- 
OD  ;  eight  companies  of  the  7th  division  ;  and 
tii)  companies  of  the  9th  division,  do  immediately 
M^rch  to  thi:  town  of  Boston,  unless  (in  the  mean- 

•  tfje)  otheiwise  directed.  Each  company  will 
;  i^irch  to  itf-,  place  of  destination  by  itself,  wiih- 
■  otoj  waiting  for  any  other  corps. 

)  frhese  coijipanies.  when  assembled,  will  be  ar- 
Taaged  into;regiments,  or  otherwise,  as  circum- 
'  «ta|iices  ma'/,  dictate  ;  and,  with  the  addition  of 
tM-lve  companies  of  artillery,  will  form  the  elite, 
;  Of ladvance  rorps  of  the  Massachusetts  militia. 
I  Tti^  field  oQ^cers  to  command  the  resiments.  and 
:  a  j^-neral  ofitcer  to  command  the  whole,  will  here- 
^  aSf  r  be  designated  in  general  orders.     The  sev- 

•  e|4  companies  of  artillery,  to  be  annexed  to  the 
'  aj^ance  corihs,  will  be  furnished  by  the  lollowing 

dfc^isions,  vi-^:  two  companies  from  the  first  brig"^ 
m|<f,  and  one  company  from  the  2d  brigade  of  the 
S^jdivision;  four  companies  from  the  4th  divi- 
»iif  ;  one  ciimpany  from  the  5ih  division;  and 
ft^  compaines  from  the  7ih  division. 

firesides  the  abovementioned  companies,  the 
Cl>»nmander  in-Chief  orders  a  detachment  of  .six- 
t«ip  I  companies  of  infantry  to  be  immediately 
v^de  from  itie  fourth  division,  properly  officered, 
a|d  arrangivd  into  two  regiments,  which  will 
njiich  to  B.>sion  without  the  least  unnecessary 
diljiy.  Maji;r  General  Maitoon  is  charged  with 
tilc'arrangetvient  of  the  regiments. 

Jifrom  the  Uih  division, theCommander-in-Chief 
iojvrs  eight  ijompanies  of  infantry  to  be  detached. 


will  receive  pay  from  the  time  of  their  bein«' em- 
bodied. 

The  security  of  the  town  and  harbor  of  Boston 
being  an  object  of  primary  importance,  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, while  he  wishes  to  direct  the 
principal  energies  of  the  State  to  the  attainment 
of  this  end.  issolicitous  to  render  the  militia  of  Bos- 
ton itself  as  efficient  as  possible.  With  this  view 
he  orders  the  infantry  of  the  3d  brigade  of  the 
Isl  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Welles,  tube  called  out  by  regiments,  in  rotation, 
two  days  successively,  for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing their  discipline,  already  respectable,  and  of 
enabling  them  to  practise  ihe  higher  duties  of  the 
field.  This  order  is  committed  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Welles,  whoje  knowledge  in  tactics,  and  ani- 
mated zeal  in  the  service  of  his  country,  must  in- 
sure to  hisexertions  the  highest  effect.  The  order 
will  be  continued  inoperaiion  until  revoked.  The 
fiank  companies  of  this  brigade  will  be  reserved 
for  other  >ervice. 

The  troops  called  into  actual  service  by  this 
order,  will  serve  three  months  after  they  arrive 
at  their  ultimate  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged.    By  his  Excellency's:  command. 

.  Adjutant  General, 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  War, 
to  bis  Excellency  Caleb  Strong,  Uovernor  of  Maaaa- 
chuBclta,  dated 


jerly  offi.^ered,  formed  into  a  regiment,  and 
ched  to -Boston,  Major  Generals  Mattoon 
•ai  J  Whiton  will  assign  fifld  officers  for  the  troops 
U(  t<?  detacLjed  from  their  respective  divisions; 
iai  i  the  Con)mander-in-Chief  relies  on  their  ex- 
•p«  )ence  am^  zeal  to  carry  this  order  into  the 
JK  ,^t  prompi-  and  energetic  effect.  As  soon  as 
•tb  ;Uroops  shall  commence  their  march,  each 
;M^|or  General  will  give  notice  of  it  to  the  Ad- 
"       111  General. 

(11  the  troj)ps  must  be  well  armed,  accoutred, 
^quipped..and  provided  with  ammunition,  pro- 
iTif  tons,  knap»;acks,  and  blankets,  as  the  law  re- 
.;qLt^s.  The, men  will  be  supplied  with  rations 
p  they  arrive  at  ihe  place  of  destination,  and 

I 


m 


September  17,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  7ih  instant. 

Tiie  attack  of  the  enemy  on  Baltimore,  and 
probable  eventual  attack  on  other  places,  with 
the  heavy  duties  incident  thereto,  pressing  on  this 
Deparimeni,  have  prevented  my  answering  it  at 
an  earlier  day. 

It  may  be  satisfactory  to  your  Excellency  for 
me  to  explain  the  views  and  principles  on  which 
this  Government  has  acted,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
fence of  our  Eastern  frontier. 

It  was  anticipated,  soon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  that,  while  it  lasted,  every  part 
of  the  Union,  especially  the  seaboard,  would  be 
exposed  to  some  degree  of  danger,  greater  or  less, 
according  to  the  spirit  with  winch  the  war  might 
be  waged.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  make  the  best  provision  against  that  danger 
which  might  be  practicable,  and  it  was  proper 
that  the  provision  should  continue  while  the 
cause  existed. 

The  arrangement  of  the  United  States  into 
military  districts,  with  a  certain  portion  of  the 
regular  force,  artillery,  and  infantry,  under  an 
officer  of  the  regular  army,  of  experience  and 
high  rank,  in  each  district,  with  power  to  call 
lor  the  militia  as  circumstances  might  require, 
was  adopted,  with  a  view  to  afford  the  best  pro- 
tection to  every  part  that  circumstances  would 
admit. 

It  was  presumed  that  the  establishment  cf  a 
small  force  of  the  kind  stated,  constituting  the 
first  elements  of  an  army,  in  each  district,  to  be 
aided    by  the  militia,  m  case  of  an  emergency, 
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would  be  adequate  to  its  defence.  Such  a  force 
of  infantry  and  artillery  might  repel  small  preda- 
tory parties,  and  form  a  rallying  point  for  the 
militia  at  the  more  exposed  and  imporiam  sta- 
tion", in  case  of  more  formidable  invasion.  A 
regular  officer,  of  experience,  stationed  in  the  dis- 
trict, acting  under  the  authority,  and  pushing  the 
will,  of  the  Government,  might  dicest  plans  for 
Its  defence;  select  proper  points  for  work>-,  and 
superintend  the  erection  of  them  ;  call  for  sup- 
plies of  ordnance,  for  tents,  and  camp  equipage; 
for  small  arms,  and  other  munitions  ot  war ;  call 
lor  the  militia,  and  di.-pose  of  the  whole  force. 
These  duties,  it  was  believed,  could  not  be  per- 
formed with  equal  advantage  by  the  officers  of 
the  militia,  who,  being  called  into  service  for  short 
terms,  would  not  have  it  in  their  power,  however 
well  qualified  they  might  be  in  other  respects,  to 
digest  plans,  and  preserve  that  chain  of  connexion 
and  system  in  the  whole  business  whicn  seemed 
indispensable.  On  great  consideration,  this  ar- 
rangement was  deemed  the  most  eligible  that 
could  be  adopted  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  indeed,  noneother  occurred  that  could 
be  placed  in  conipetition  with  it.  In  this  mode 
the  National  Government  acts,  by  its  proper  or- 
gans, over  whom  it  has  control,  and  for  whose 
engagements  it  is  responsible. 

The  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  a  State 
Government  fur  the  defence  of  a  Siaie  must  be 
considered  as  its  own  measures,  and  not  those  of 
the  United  States.  The  expenses  attending  them 
are  chargeable  to  the  State,  and  not  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  a  different 
construction  would  lead  into  the  most  important, 
and,  as  is  believed,  into  the  most  pernicious  con- 
sequences. If  a  Slate  could  call  out  the  militia, 
and  subject  the  United  States  to  the  expense  of 
supporting  them,  at  us  |)leasure,  the  national  au- 
thority would  cease,  as  to  that  important  object, 
and  the  nation  be  charged  wilh  expenses,  in  the 
measures  producing  which  the  National  Govern- 
ment had  no  agency,  and  over  which  it  could 
have  no  control.  This,  however,  though  a  serious 
objection  to  such  a  construction,  is  nut  the  most 
weighty.  By  taking  the  defence  of  the  Slate 
into  lis  own  hands,  and  out  of  those  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  a  policy  is  introduced,  on  the 
tendency  of  which  I  forbear  to  comment.  I  shall 
remark,  only,  that,  if  a  close  union  of  the  States, 
and  a  harmonious  co-operation  between  ibem 
and  the  General  Government,  are,  at  any  lime, 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  iheir  independ- 
ence, and  of  those  inestimable  liberties  which 
were  achieved  by  the  valor  and  blood  of  our  an- 
cestors, that  period  may  be  considered  as  having 
arrived. 

it  follows,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that,  if 
the  force  which  has  been  put  into  service  by  your 
Excellency  has  been  required  by  Major  Generiil 
Dearborn,  or  received  by  him  and  put  under  his 
command,  the  expenses  attending  it  will  be  de- 
frayed by  the  United  States.  It  follows,  likewise, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  ihat,  if  ihis  lorce  has 
been  called  into  service  by  the  authority  of  the 


Stale,  independently  of  Major  General  Dearborn, 
and  be  not  placed  under  him.  as  commander 
of  the  district,  that  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts  is 
chargeable  with  the  expense,  and  not  the  United 
Slates.  Any  claim  which  the  State  may  have 
to  reimbursement  must  be  judged  of  hereafter,  by 
the  competent  authority, on  a  full  view  of  all  the 
circumstances  attending  if.  It  is  a  question  which 
lies  beyond  the  authority  of  the  Executive. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  this  Gov- 
ernment has  no  other  alternative  than  to  adhere 
to  a  system  of  defence,  wiiich  was  adopted,  on 
great  consideration,  with  the  best  view  to  the 
general  welfare,  or  to  abandon  it,  and  with  it  a 
principle  held  sacred,  thereby  shrinking  from  its 
duty,  at  a  moment  of  great  peril,  weakening  the 
guards  deemed  necessary  for  the  public  safety, 
and  opening  the  door  to  other  consequences  not 
less  dangerous. 

By  these  remarks  it  is  not  intended  to  convey 
the  idea  that  a  militia  officer,  of  superior  grade, 
regularly  called  into  service,  shall  not  command 
an  officer  of  the  regular  army  of  inferior  grade, 
when  acting  together.  No  such  idea  is  entertained 
by  the  Government.  The  miliiia  are  relied  oa 
essentially  for  the  defence  of  the  country  :  in  their 
hands  everything  is  safe.  It  is  the  object  of  the 
Government  to  impose  on  them  no  burdens  which 
it  may  be  possible  to  avoid,  and  to  protect  them, 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  in  ihe  enjoyment 
oi  all  their  rights. 

The  various  points  which  are  attacked  and 
menaced  by  the  enemy,  especially  in  this  quarter, 
where  they  are  waging,  in  considerable  force,  a 
predatory  and  desolating  warfare,  make  it  difficult 
to  provide  immediately  for  all  the  necessary  ex- 
penditures. Any  aid  which  the  Slate  of  Massa- 
chusetts may  afford  to  the  United  States  to  meet 
those  expenditures,  will  be  cheerfully  received, 
and  applied  to  the  payment  and  support  of  the 
militia  of  ihai  State  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates. 

It  will  be  proper  tliat  the  money  thus  advanced 
should  be  depos  led  in  some  bank  in  Boston,  that 
the  disbursement  of  it  may  be  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
as  in  similar  cases  elsewhere.  Credit  will  be  given 
to  the  Stale  for  such  advances,  and  the  amount 
b.-  considered  a  loan  to  the  United  Slates. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 
[A  similar  letter  was  written  to  the  Governor 
of  Connecticut.] 


Sharon,  (Conn.,)  July  2,  1812. 
Sir:  His  Excellency  Governor  Griswold  has 
received  from  Major  General  Henry  Dearborn  a 
letter,  under  date  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  re- 
questing that  five  companies  of  the  militia  of  this 
Slate,  detached  conformably  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, of  April  10,  1S12,  may  be  ordered  into  the 
service  of  tne  United  States,  to  wit:  two  compa- 
nies of  artillery,  and  two  companies  of  infantry, 
to  be  placed  under  the  command  of  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Trumbull,  near  New  Lon- 
don ;  aQ°d  one  company  of  ariillery,  to  be  station- 
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i  I  at  the  bjiitery  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  I  Army  of  the  United  States ;  thus  leaving  the  offi- 
tVr^.^^^.'^fj^  .u  .L .  ^     _  •  ,    .  cers  of  the  militia  without  any  command,  but  in 


i 


i 


I 


Impress.fd  with  the  deep  importance  of  the  re- 

lisition.  a^d  the  serious  consideration  it  involves, 

Ws  Excellency  deemed  it  expedient  to  convene 

ne  Council,  at  Hartford,  on  Monday,  the  29th 

>]|timo.     ije  has  taken  their  advice  upon  this  in- 

■ij-z^resting  siibject,  and  has  formed  his  own  delibe- 

!|te  opinioji ;  but,  as  he  is  under  the  necessity  of 
paving  ih,'  State  on  a  journey,  for  the  recovery 
>»)*  his  healjth,  it  becomes  ray  duty,  as  Lieutenant 
iUovernor,  ^o  communicate  to  you  the  result.    The 

f-  |surance  fontained   in  the  Governor's  letter  of 
\ie  17ih  June  last,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  12th 
;  thesamf  month,  was  necessarily  given  in  full 
Infidenceithat  no  demand  would  be  made  by 
?neral  Dearborn,  but  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
_)nstituticin  and  laws  of  the  United  States.    His 
^|icellencyj regrets  to  perceive  that  the  present 
U^uisitionis  supported  by  neither. 
'The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  or- 


name,  and  in  effect  impairing,  if  not  annihilat- 
ing, the  militia  itself,  so  sacredly  guarantied  by 
the  Constitution  to  the  several  States. 

Under  these  impressions  the  Governor  has 
thought  proper,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
Council,  to  refuse  a  compliance  with  the  requisi- 
tion of  Major  General  Dearborn. 

His  Excellencv  is  sincerely  disposed  to  comply 
promptly  with  all  the  Constitutional  requests  of 
the  National  Executive — a  disposition  which  has 
ever  been  manifested  by  the  Government  of  this 
State;  and  he  laments  the  occasion  which  thus 
compels  him  to  yield  obedience  to  the  paramount 
authority  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  trusts  the  General  Government 
will  speedily  provide  an  adequate  force  for  the 
security  and  protection  of  the  ^earoast.  In  the 
meantime  his  Excellency  has  issued  the  neces- 
I  lu^  v.uuMuui.un  oi  me  umiea  states  nas  or-  sary  orders  to  the  General  officers  commanding 
jiined  thai  Congress  may  ••  provide  for  calling  ,  the  militia  in  that  quarter,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
|Jrth  the  n;ilitia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  repel  any  invasion  which  may  be  attempted  upon 
♦jppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  Ac-  that  portion  of  the  State;  and  to  co-operate  with 
^rdingly  the  ac.sof  Congress,  of  B  ebruary,  1795.  such  part  of  the  National  forces  as  shall  be  em- 
)id  of  Apul,  1812,  do  provide  for  calling  forth  ,  ployed  for  the  same  purpose 
{[i?  militia  an  the  "''""•""■—■ -' —  ^         '  -.»»    .  >      '     . 


exigencies  abovementioned. 


^Cfhe  Governor  is  not  informed  of  any  declara- 
i'^n,  made  J)y  the  President  of  the  United  State?. 


If  of  notice'  by  him  given,  that  the  militia  are  re- 

iired  "to  Execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 

or  repel  invasions,"  or  that 

are  in   imminent  danger  of 

jilasion."  ;As,  therefore,  none  of  the  contingen- 

Jfs  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  and  recog- 
|ed  by  th«:  laws,  are  known  to  have  taken  place, 
^  ExceUeicy  considers  that  no  portion  of  the 
li^litia  of  this  Stale  can,  under  existing  circum- 
}i|;.nces,  be  ii^ithdrawn  from  his  authority. 
'  •  t'urthei 


•liired  "  to  Execute 
nii>ss  insurrections, 
'||ie  Unite^  Slates 
ijiiasion."  ;As,  ther 


With  great  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  COTTON  SMITH. 
Hon.  William  Ecstis, 

Secretary  of  H'ur. 


ri 


t.  If  the  call  had  been  justified  by  either 
ist^tutional  exigencies  already  cited,  still, 


I 


iheCon    .  ^ ^ ,_.„^ 

iihe  view  of  his  Excellency,  an  insuperable  ob-' 

^tion   presents   itself  against   placing  the  men 

^Aler  the  ii^imediate  command  of  an  officer  or 

)*lcers  of  trie  Army  of  the  United  States. 

j  ffhe  appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  militia 

|lJby  the  Constitution,  expressly  reserved  "  to  the 

rjiltes,  respictively."     In  the  event  of  their  being 

*rj^ed  into  tfie  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

N|he  cases  ibefore  specified,  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 

•|,ii  States  provide  for  their  being  called  forth  as 

l.-ijiiia,  furn,shed  with  proper  officers  by  the  Slate. 

jSrtd.  sir,  it  ^ill  not  escape  your  recollection,  that 

fll  detachn^eut  from  the  militia  of  this  State, 

luijler  the  ic\  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  April 

|ifc|,  IS  regujarly  organized  into  a  division,  con- 

r  |-(ing  of  brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  com- 

^f^ies,  and  'iupplied.  conformably  to  law.  with  all 

t^\jk  necessary  officers.    His  Excellency  conceives, 

tJ.io,  that  ai|  order  to  detach  a  number  of  compa- 

"*^*',  sufficitjnt  for  the  commaiid  of  a  battalion 

er,  and  jMace  them  under  the  command  of  an 

er  of  thti  United  States,  cannot  with  propri- 

Q  execijted,  unless  we   were  also  prepared 

mit  thai  the  privates  may  be  separated  from 

company  officers,  and  transferred  into  the 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  hia  Excellency  John  Cotton 
Smith,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

New  Lo.NnoN,  June  7,  1813. 

I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  5th  instant,  and 
found  about  six  hundred  of  the  militia  of  this 
State  stationed  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river,  who 
had  been  assembled  under  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  my  letter  from  Hartford,  of  the  2d  inst. 

I  shall  not  disband  any  part  of  the  militia  until 
a  communication  is  received  from  Commodore 
Decatur,  being  heartily  disposed  to  assist  his 
views  in  affording  all  possible  protection  to  the 
squadron  and  harbor.  I  will  address  you  again 
before  my  departure  from  this  place,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  am  desirous  of  receiving  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  President  as  to  the  course  proper  to 
be  pursued. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  hia  Excellency  John  Cotton 
Smith,  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  dated 

New  London,  June  12,  1813. 

On  a  consultation  with  Commodore  Decatur, 
as  proposed  in  my  last,  it  was  concluded  to  retain 
the  whole  of  the  militia  then  assembled,  until 
their  places  could  be  supplied  by  two  regiments 
drawn  from  the  neighborhood.  Orders  were  is- 
sued accordingly. 

But,  on  the  arrival  of  the  two  regiments,  infor- 
mation was  received  that  a  bomb  ketch  had  been 
added  to  the  enemy's  squadron,  and  that  prepar- 
ations were  evidently  making  for  an  attack.  At 
the  instance  of  Commodore  Decatur,  who  knows 
best  his  own  capacity  of  meeting  the  exigency 
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and  on  whose  opinion,  therefore,  I  must  greaily 
rely,  the  whole  force  was  directed  to  remain,  ex- 
cepting such  individuals  as  were  under  a  pressing 
necessity  of  returning  to  their  homes.  The  num- 
ber of  militia  now  here  is  about  fifteen  hundred, 
including  officers. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   hia  Excellency  John  Cotton 
Smith,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

New  London,  June  16,  1812. 

Your  favor  of  the  12th  instant  is  received,  and 
has  afforded  me  much  pleasure. 

The  details  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant.  I 
trust,  will  fully  justify,  in  the  view  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  additional  force  it  was  then  thought  ne- 
cessary to  employ.  After  closing  my  despatches 
on  that  day,  the  hostile  fleet  got  under  sail,  ap- 
proached the  harbor,  and  fired  several  shots  at  the 
guards,  and.  to  all  appearance,  were  meditating 
an  attack. 

Whether  the  display  of  so  respectable  a  body 
of  troops,  or  some  other  cause,  discouraged  them 
from  the  attempt  is  not  known.  The  enterprise 
was  for  that  time  abandoned,  and  on  the  14th 
two  of  their  ships  passed  eastward,  out  of  the 
Sound. 

As  soon  as  information  of  this  diminution  of 
the  squadron  was  received,  orders  were  issued  to 
disband  the  two  regiments  that  were  first  brought 
into  the  field,  and  a  t'urther  reduction  of  the  troops 
is  this  day  made,  to  the  number  mentioned  in 
your  letter. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  hia  Excellency  John  Cotton 
Smith,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

State  of  Connecticut, 

Sharon.  August  1.  1S14. 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  July  last  reached  me  on 
the  16th  of  the  same  month. 

Although  there  appear?  to  be  no  act  of  Con- 
gress expressly  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia,  for  the  purpose, mentioned  in  your 
communication,  yet  the  respect  due  to  a  recom- 
mendation from  the  President,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  defence  of  the  country,  induced  me,  with- 
out unnecessary  delay,  to  cotivene  the  Council  of 
the  State,  and  to  submit  the  proposition  to  their 
consideration. 

That  honorable  body  having  advised  the  Exe- 
cutive to  detach  the  number  of  militia  suggested. 
as  the  proportion  of  Connecticut,  orders  were  im- 
mediately issued  to  that  effect,  and  you  will  be 
speedily  informed,  by  the  proper  officer,  of  their 
execution. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Gushing  to  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Smith,  dated 

Mil.  Dist.,  No.  2.  Headquarters. 

New  I^ndon.  Aug.  1.  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  been  notified  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  that,  on  the  4th  day  nf  July  last,  a  requisi- 
tion was  made  on  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 


Connecticut  for  a  body  of  militia,  to  be  organized 
and  held  in  readiness  for  immediate  service ;  and 
lam  instructed  by  him.  "in  case  of  actual  or 
menaced  invasion  of  the  district  under  my  com- 
mand, to  call  for  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  quo- 
tas assigned  to  the  States  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  which  shall  have  been  organized 
and  equipped  under  the  aforesaid  requisition." 
But  in  the  performance  of  this  duty  I  am  charged 
'"  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  calls  ;  to  proportion  the 
calls  to  the  exigency;  and  to  have  inspected, 
without  delay,  all  corps  entering  on  the  service, 
to  the  end  that  men  who,  from  any  cause,  are 
unfit  therefor,  be  promptly  discharged,  and  that  a 
due  proportion,  in  all  cases,  be  maintained  be- 
tween officers  and  privates." 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  call  any  part  of 
the  quota  of  Connecticut  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  at  this  time ;  but  it  is  desirable  that 
the  draught  be  made,  and  the  men  held  in  readi- 
ness for  immediate  service,  whenever  circum- 
stances may  indicate  an  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  to  invade  any  part  of  the  State.  And 
I  have,  therefore,  to  request  your  Excellency  to 
inform  me  whether  the  quota  of  militia  required 
of  this  State  by  the  aforesaid  requisition  has  been, 
or  will  be  "^organized  and  held  in  readiness  for 
immediate  service?"  whether,  on  my  requisition, 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  militia  will  be 
ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  first  instance,  or  to  such  General  and  field 
officers  as  may  have  been  detailed  for  this  service? 
and,  generally,  that  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  favor  me  with  such  information  and 
opinions,  in  relation  to  the  objects  and  designs  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  the  defence  of  this  State,  as 
you  may  think  proper  to  communicate. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  as  commanding  officer 
of  this  military  district,  it  will  be  my  constant 
endeavor  to  preserve  the  strictest  harmony  and 
good  will  between  the  National  troops  and  the 
militia;  and  that  the  rights  of  the  latter,  as  se- 
cured by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  our  coun- 
try, shall  be  duly  respected  by  every  officer  and 
soldier  under  my  command. 


Extracta  of  a  letter  from  John  C.  Smith  to  General 
Cusbing,  dated 

State  of  Connecticut, 

Sharon,  August  4,  1814. 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant. 

"  The  Adjutant  General  is  directed  to  send  you 
a  transcript  of  the  General  Orders,  issued  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  for  organizing  and  holding  in  readi- 
ness a  body  of  militia,  pursuant  to  a  recommend- 
ation from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
To  that  document  1  must  refer  you  for  answers 
to  most  of  your  inquiries." 

"The  militia,  whenever  their  services  are  re- 
quired, will  expect  to  march  under  orders  received 
from  their  Commander-in-Chief;  and  such  orders 
as  the  exigency  demand,  you  may  rest  assured, 
shall  be  promptly  given." 
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The  MUitia. 


State  op  Connecticdt, 

liartford,  July  2SA^U. 
■J^neral  d^-ders: 

j^^The  Corjimauder-in-Chief  has  received  a  cotn- 

«|jtinicaiioi|    from    ihe   President    of  the   United 

ales,  invjtiDg  the  Executives  of  certain  States 

'  organiz**,  and  hold  in  readiness  for  immediate 

rvice.  a  corpsof  ninety-three  thousand  five  hun- 

ed  men,  ''as  a  measure  of  precaution  to  strength- 

*I|  ourielvt?s  on  the  line  of  the  Atlantic,"  and  as- 

||(|jniDg.  as4he  quota  of  Connecticut,  three  hun- 

jllj^d   artillery,  and  two  thousand  seven  hundred 

{Wfantry,  with  a  detail  of  General  and  Staff  offi- 

*-*The  CoOmander-in-Chief  having  thought  pro- 

*j|r,  by  advice  of  the  Council,  to  comply  with  the 

Xcoinmenijation,  directs  that  dispositions  be  im- 

|rfdiately  ^lade  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect. 

■  ;  -Accordiiigly  the  number  of  artillery  and  iufan- 

\^\   aboveipentioned,   including    the    regimental 

Officers,  will  be  detached  I'rom  the  militia  of  the 

cpite,  exetopting  from  ilie  draught  such  as  have. 

#|ither  in  pjjrson  or  by  substitute,  performed  a  tour 

.>^r  duty  ibip  present  season.     Volunteer  uniform 

i\T;mpanies  will  be  accepted.     The  whole  to  be 

4 'med  intb  four  regiments,  and  duly  officered. 

j'leir  placifs  of  rendezvous  as  follows,  to  wit:  for 

^g: »  first  regjiment,  Hartford  ;  for  the  second,  New 

•jj;?  iven  ;  for;ihe  third,  Norwich;  cind  for  the  fourth. 

^  irfield.    One  Major  General  and  one  Brigadier 

.4,*  neral   w:ll    be  detailed    in  the  usual  manner; 

.3j|t  0   one  Lft-puty   (Quartermaster   General;  and, 

'i[)  tead  of  4n  A-^sisiant  Adjutant  General,  (there 

^ing  no  suv'h  officer  in  the  militia  of  this  State.) 

tfc.  re  shall  i)e  detailed  one  Division  Inspector. 

|t  The  trootjs  thus  detached  are  to  be  completely 

iWned  and  equipped  according  to  law,  and,  until 

jc^erwise  il'fpctfd,  will   be   held  in  readiness  to 

iwlrch  at  a  moment's  warning,  for  tlie  purpose  of 

ijielling   invasions  of   the   enemy,  under   such 

I-  Jers  as  tb>y  shall  receive  from  the  Comraander- 

^oMDhief.     • 

jHSotwithsianding  this  arrangement,  it  is  confi- 
i(j^ily  expected  that  the  whole  body  of  militia, 
U?|i  every  o^her  description  of  military  force,  will 
r  in  niitiiJ  the  general  orders  issued  on  the  19th 
April  lait,  and  will  stand  in  complete  readi- 
Oivs  for  thejdefence  of  the  State,  at  this  unusual 
.  jfcliod  of  djfficulty  and  danger. 
;  nfj  j    E.  HUNTINGTON,  .Id).  Gen. 

'  \-J  ;  Norwich,  August  11,  1814. 

».  »ir:  By 'desire  of  his  Excellency  Governor 
Siffiiih,  1  hi^ve  forwarded  a  copy  of  his  general 
i)fijer,  of  28jh  July,  for  your  information,  on  some 
boiQls  of  innjuiry  made  to  him.     I  am,  &.c. 

^  ^1^  J     E.  HUNTINGTON,  ^t/;.  Gen. 

'  Ji^rigatlier' General  Cusuing. 

Uo|)y  of  a  lejtcr  from  General  Gushing  to  the  Gov- 
j^    I  iernor  of  Connecticut,  dated 

MiLDi 


informed  of  the  state  of  things  in  this  quarter; 
and  by  the  enclosed  district  order,  that  the  militia 
ordered  out  by  him,  at  my  request,  are  to  form  a 
I  brigade,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Isham. 

Your  Excellency's  communication  of  the  4th 
'  instant  was  received  this  morning,  since  which 
:  General  Williams  has  furoi>hed  me  with  your 
'  general  order  of  the  28th  of  July  ;  but  I  have  heard 
j  nothing  from  the  Adjutant  General  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  safety  of  this  Slate 
requires  ihat  fifteen  hundred  infantry,  and  two 
companies  of  artillery,  duly  officered,  and  lo  be 
commanded  by  a  Brigadier  General  of  this 
State's  quota  of  ninety-three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men,  required  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  "to  be  organized  and  held  in  readiness 
for  immediate  service,"  should  be  immediately 
detached  from  the  said  quota,  and  ordered  to  this 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  militia  now 
on  duty  here,  if  circumstances  should  justify  the 
measure,  or  to  increase  our  means  of  defence,  in 
the  event  of  more  formidable  and  vigorous  op- 
erations on  the  part  uf  the  enemy.  And  1  have 
the  honor  to  request  your  Excellency  to  make 
and  place  the  said  detachment  under  my  com- 
mand. It  is  desirable  that  the  Brigadier  General 
to  be  detached  on  thisi>ervice should  be  instructed 
by  your  Excellency  to  report  himself  to  me,  by 
letter,  immediately  after  he  shall  have  been  so 
detached,  to  inform  me  of  his  route  to  this  place, 
and  the  probable  time  of  his  arrival ;  and  to  re- 
ceive and  obey  any  orders  he  may  receive  from 
me  while  on  his  march. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

T.  H.  CUSHING. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Smith, 

Governor  of  Connecticut. 


i   »  MiL  DisT  .  No.  2,  Headquarters, 

r  ^  ;  New  London,  August  10,  1814. 

^   Sir:  By  frlajor  General  Williams's  communi- 
f Hfeon  of  ih^  date,  your  Excellency  will  be  fully 

i.'i        ■ 
?!! 


Copy  of  AdjuUnt  General  P.  P.  Schuyler's  ordera, 

dated 

Mil.  Di8t.,  No.  2,  HcAoauARTERs, 

Sev>  London^  August  10,  1814. 
District  Orders: 

The  militia  of  this  State,  ordered  into  service 
yesterday  by  Major  General  Williams,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Commanding  General  of  the  district, 
are  to  be  considered  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  form  a  brigade,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Isham,  who  will  fur- 
nish a  return,  by  regiments,  to  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  district  the  soonest  possible. 

Until  the  proper  returns  of  General  Isham's 
brigade  can  be  obtained,  the  contractor  will  issue 
provisions  on  the  requisitions  of  Major  Goddard, 
couritersigned  by  the  Commanding  General ;  and 
the  Major  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  proper 
application  of  all  provisions  so  received,  and 
which  must  be  covered  by  regular  returns,  so 
soon  as  the  strength  of  the  brigade  can  be  ascer- 
tained. 

By  order  of  the  Commanding  General. 
P.  P.  SCHUYLER, 

Adjutant  General. 


The  Militia. 


Extract  of  a   letter    from    Brigadier   General   T.   H. 
Cashing  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Mil.  Dist.,  No.  2.  Headquarters. 
iVeir  London,  Aug.  12, 1814. 10  o'clock,  P.  M. 
"By  the  letter  of  the  11th  lasiant,  from  Gov- 
ernor Smith,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  you  will 
see  that  he  has  ordered  the  militia  called  for  on 
the  10th;  but.  for  the  reasons  therein  stated, 
claims  the  right  of  placing  a  Major  General  at 
their  head.  I  shall  endeavor  to  satisfy  him  that, 
with  the  number  of  men  called  for,  a  Major  Gen- 
eral cannot  be  received  ;  but,  if  he  should  per- 
sist, how  is  the  difficulty  lo  be  gotten  over  V 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Cotton  Smith  to  General 
Cuibing,  dated 

State  of  Connecticut,  Sharon. 

August  11,  1814.  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

"  Your  communication,  by  express,  is  this  mo- 
ment received. 

''  Major  General  Williams  is  directed  to  retain 
the  militia  now  on  duty  until  they  shall  be  re- 
lieved by  the  force  ordered  out,  conformably  to 
your  request,  or  unless  circumstances  shall  justify 
an  earlier  dismission. 

"  It  is  probable  the  draught  for  the  new  detach- 
ment is  not  completed  ;  but  Brigadier  General 
Lu^k,  detailed  under  the  orders  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
is  instructed,  by  the  return  of  the  express,  to  has- 
ten it  as  fast  as  possible,  and  to  inarch,  without 
a  moment's  delay,  with  the  first  and  third  regi- 
ments, whose  places  of  rendezvous  are  Hartford 
and  Norwich.  Their  numbers  will  make  the 
complement  you  require,  including  artillery. 

"  As  the  force  requested  by  you  will  constitute 
a  majority  of  the  detachment,  there  is  an  evident 
propriety  that  it  should  be  commanded  by  the 
Major  General  detailed  pursuant  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  ihe  President.  He  will  accordingly 
be  directed  to  enter  the  service  as  soon  as  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  will  permit.  In  the  mean- 
time Brigadier  General  Lusk  is  ordered  to  report 
himself  to  you  agreeably  to  your  desire." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  T.  H.  Cash- 
ing lo  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Mil.  Dist.,  No.  2,  Headquarters. 

New  London,  August  29,  1814. 

"I  deem  it  proper,  at  this  time,  to  lay  before 

you  a  copy  of  ray  correspondence  with  Governor 
Smith,  from  the  14th  to  the  28ih.  inclusive.  Un- 
willing to  relinquish  his  project  for  introducing  a 
Major  General  of  militia  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales,  ihe  Governor  has  attempted  to 
prevail  on  me  lo  accept  a  command  of  six  hun- 
dred men,  to  be  posted  at  New  Haven,  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Taylor,  who,  it  ap- 
pears, must  be  provided  for. 

'•I  have  agreed  to  accept  the  men,  if  properly 
officered,  because  it  will  enable  me  to  discharge 
an  equal  number,  which  must  otherwise  be 
marched  from  this  neighborhood;  but  1  have 
pointedly  refused  lo  recognise  the  Major  Gene- 


ral, or  to  have  the  men  mustered  and  supplied, 
on  any  other  consideration  but  ihal  of  their  being 
subject  to  ray  orders." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Caching  to 
his  Eiccllency  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  dated 

Mil.  Dist..  No.  2,  Headquarters, 

New  London,  August  14, 1814. 

"A  brigade  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
should  consist  of  two  thousand  men.  and  the  de« 
tachment  of  militia  required  of  your  Excellency, 
by  my  letter  of  the  lOih  instant,  does  not  exceed 
one  ttiousand  seven  hundred,  which  is  probably 
less  than  any  brigade  of  militia  in  the  State  of 
ConnecticDt.  In  asking  for  a  Brigadier  General 
to  command  this  force.  I  have  certainly  gone  as 
far  as  I  am  authorized  by  my  instructions  from 
the  War  Department;  which  are,  -'that  a  due 
proportion,  in  all  cases,  be  maintained  beiwecQ 
officers  and  privates ;"  and  1  trust  that,  on  reflec- 
tion, your  Excellency  will  relinquish  the  idea  of 
ordering  a  Major  General  to  assume  the  command 
of  less  than  a  complete  brigade. 

"Should  circumstances  require  a  further  call 
for  men,  to  an  extent  equal  to  a  Major  General's 
command,  including  the  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred, 1  shall  not  fail  to  include  that  officer  in  my 
requisition." 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Cashing  to 
his  Eixceilency  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  dated 

Mil.  Dist.,  No.  2.  Headquarters, 

New  London,  August  24, 1814. 

A  copy  of  your  Excellency's  letter  to  me  of  the 
llth  ins'ant  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  him  on  the  subject  of 
militia  draughts,  and  a  copy  of  the  rules  referred 
to  in  his  letter. 

In  acting  on  the  late  requisition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, for  three  thousand  men,  to  be  organized  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  I  had  presumed 
that  your  Excellency  would  have  pursued  the 
course  suggested  by  that  requisition,  and  formed 
the  Slate's  quota  into  three  regiments,  of  one 
thousand  men  each;  and,  under  that  impression, 
in  my  letter  of  the  lOth  instant,  I  did  not  express 
the  number  of  privates,  non-coramis.'-ioned  and 
commissioned  officers,  required.  It  now  appears 
that  a  different  course  has  been  adopted,  and  the 
quota  of  the  State  formed  into  four  regiments; 
but,  although,  in  point  of  form,  there  is  consider- 
able difference  between  the  three  thousand  men, 
as  organized  by  your  Excellency,  and  the  same 
number,  as  organized  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates,  yet,  as  a  due  proportion  between  officers 
and  privates  will  be  maintained,  and  no  additional 
expense  incurred,  I  shall  consider  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  the  rule  as  having  been  fully  com- 
plied with,  by  the  organization  which  your  Ex- 
cellency has  been  pleased  to  direct. 
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Pptrtct  of  ia  letter  from  his  Excellency  John  Cotton 
I )  Smith,  (ibvernor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to 
f  ;  Brigadier  General  Gushing,  dated 

*  •  Hahtford,  .4u5T«f  25,  1814. 

'  '•  As  yoi^  seem,  sir,  not  to  have  understood,  cor- 
^cily,  the  I'iews  of  this  Government,  with  respect 

Ji  the  lateidetachment,  it  is  fit  that  I  state  them 

'*  you  distinctly. 

•  <  "  The  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, undiir  date  of  the  4th  July  last,  relative  to 
i>detachmtat  from  the  militia,  for  the  purpose 
ijerein  mehtioned,  did  not  assume  the  style  of  a 
i^quisitiotl,'  and  for  the  obvious  reason,  that  there 
misled  no  ^w  to  authorize  it.    The  invitation  (for 

iijch  was  ii^  purport)  was  accepted  by  the  Execu- 
jve  of  thii  State,  from  a  desire  to  co-operate  in 
Mhat  appef»red  to  the  President  a  proper  measure 
i|  defence  jfor  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  terms  of 
(Jmpliaoct^  are  contained  in  the  general  orders 
i:fued  on  ^he  28[k  July,  a  transcript  of  which 
^u  have  received.  In  organizing  the  regiment. 
Sconforratjd  as  nearly  as  possible  lo  the  act  of 
'pngress,  passed  the  8th  May,  1792.  I  am  not 
ivformed  il^at  ihert*  is  now  in  operation  any  other 
(ft  of  the -National  Legislature  on  that  subject. 
f»  your  iDi^ructions  from  the  War  Department 
i^terially  ^terfero  with  the  requirements  of  this 
<?t.  It  IS  li^deed  a  subject  of  regret,  but  not  of 
iubt,  as  io  the  authority  which  ought,  in  such 
ji»e,  to  prei'ail. 

*  r  I  am  hippy,  however,  to  perceive,  that  you 
it  not  con:^der  the  difference  as  essentially  vary- 
it  the  resoilt."        , 

T        i       ' 

\kract  of  ajetter  from  Brigadier  General  Gushing  to 
•lis  ExcelUncy  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governor  of  the 
^  ^tate  of  Cbnavcticut,  dated 

t  \  MJl.  DtST.,  No.  2,  HEADatj'ARTERS, 

U  j  August  28,  1814. 

If-  Your  l|xcellency's  letter  of  the  25th  instant 
^|3  receivt'il  last  evening,  and  shall  be  submitted 
ij;lthe  Secrj-tary  of  War  by  the  next  mail. 

\y  Not  harjing  the  communication  from  the  War 
Fi'partmew,  under  date  of  the  4th  July,  before 
if  c.  when  i^iy  letter  to  your  Excellency,  of  the 
ifkth  instarit.  was  written,  I  inadvertently  used 
tlij;  term  rjequisition,  when  I  should  have  em- 
ifoyed  thai  of  invitation  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  as- 
;4ire  your  Ijxcellency  that  this  was  done  without 
••l^'y  iutentilin  or  desire  of  giving  to  the  invitation 
(r|"  the  Preijdent,  or  the  acceptance  of  your  Ex- 
tfilency.  a  (jifferent  understanding  from  that  origi- 
it^ly  inieni|ed." 


i|«tniet  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  T.  H.  Cush- 
J  f  ing;  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

.y>  .Mil.  Di3t..  No.  2,  Headquarters, 

•V  ^^^  London,  Sept.  2,  1814. 

t*  I  have  ftie  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
Jmith.  of  the  30th  of  August, 
this  date. 
H  *v  .^  .,vr*»   f.ietty  evident  that  the  Governor 
•fiiji  Council  have  determined  that  their  militia 
•■%y\\  not  bp<commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  Uni- 


'  jt- 1  have  fJhe  bono 
fji^m  Govttnor  Sii 
w|th  my  refcly  of  tb 
1\  It  is  ncAv  prett] 


ted  States;  and  it  is  possible  an  attempt  may  be 
made  to  withdraw  the  brigade  now  in  service.  I 
am.  however,  of  opinion,  that  this  will  not  be  done 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Legi>lature." 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Eirellency  John  C.  Smith 
to  Brigadier  General  Cuebmg,  dated 

Hartford.  August  30.  1914. 

Sir  :  Colonel  Waid  has  delivered  me  your  letter 
of  the  28th  instant. 

In  referring  you  to  the  views  of  this  Govern- 
ment respecting  the  detachment  lately  organized, 
it  was  my  design  not  to  criticise  your  language, 
but  to  point  your  attention  to  the  precise  condi- 
tions upon  which  that  detachment  was  formed. 
The  right  of  command,  you  will  perceive,  is  ex- 
pressly reserved.  The  detachment  thus  consti- 
tuted is  accepted  ;  and  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
reservation  just  mentioned,  you  requested  a  large 
portion  of  the  troops  for  public  service.  What- 
ever sentiments,  therefore,  may  be  entertained  as 
to  the  right  of  the  Executive  of  the  State  to  di- 
rect its  military  force,  when  ordinarily  employed 
in  the  national  service,  it  surely  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned in  the  present  instance.  If,  at  your  partic- 
ular desire.  Brigadier  General  Lusk  was  ordered 
to  report  himself  to  you,  in  the  manner  suggested 
in  my  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  I  trust  it  evinces 
a  spirit  of  accommodation  which  will  be  duly 
appreciated. 

I  think,  sir,  you  will  be  satisfied,  upon  reflec- 
lioD.  that  you  should  have  requested  the  Major 
General,  when  you  called  for  a  majority  of  the 
detachment;  especially  if  you  consider  that  an- 
other brigade  of  militia  was  at  that  time  on  duty  ; 
and,  from  appearances,  the  services  of  both  might 
become  necessary.  That  a  Brigadier  General  of 
the  regular  army,  with  no  troops  in  the  field, 
should  insist  on  the  command  of  two  entire  brig- 
ades of  milita.  whose  Brigadier  Generals  held  se- 
nior commissions,  would  have  produced  a  case 
which  neitherprecedentnor  principlecould  justify. 
To  avoid  so  unusual  and  embarrassing  a  stale  of 
things,  it  became  my  duty  to  order  the  Major 
General  into  service.  Having  been  properly  de- 
tailed, no  casual  diminution  of  numbers  can  affect 
his  right  of  command. 

I  enclose  you  the  opinion  of  the  Council  in  re- 
lation as  well  to  this  point  as  to  the  employment 
of  a  larger  force  at  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport. 
Their  opinion  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  my 
own.  and,  therefore,  will  be  carried  into  effect. 
The  troops  destined  for  these  posts  will  arrive 
at  New  Haven  on  the  8th,  and  at  Bridgeport  on 
the  13th  of  September  next.  If  no  officer  of  the 
United  States  appears  to  muster  them,  that  duty 
will  be  performed  by  an  officer  of  the  militia, 
agreeablv  to  the  late  act  of  Congress,  If  supplies 
are  withheld  by  your  order,  ihey  will  be  furnished 
\>y  tlie  proper  officers  of  the  Stale,  and  charged 
over  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  hoped  the  services  of  the  third  regiment 
may  be  dispensed  with  for  the  present. 

From  the  harmony  with  which  the  service  was 
conducted  the  last  season,  under  an  arrangement 
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not  essentially  dissimilar,  I  flattered  myself  that 
a  temper  equally  conciliatory  would  distinguish 
the  present  campaign.  Whilst  I  lament  that  any 
difference  of  opinion  should  exist  as  to  the  par- 
ticular mode  of  defending  our  country,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  its  dearest  interests  are  in  jeopardy,  I 
cannot  lose  sight  of  the  high  duties  which  I  am 
solemnly  bound  to  di»charge. 


Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Hartford,  the  24th 
day  of  August,  A.  D.  1814. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  laid  before  the 
Council  a  correspondence  between  him  and 
Brigadier  General  Gushing,  in  regard  to  the 
command  of  two  regiments  of  the  militia  of  this 
State,  now  in  service,  and  requested  the  advice 
of  the  Council  thereon. 

The  Council,  on  mature  deliberation,  cannot 
doubt  the  right  or  expediency,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, of  having  in  service,  from  this  Slate, 
a  Major  General,  authorized  to  command  such 
portions  of  the  military  force  as  is.  or  may  be,  in 
service  for  its  defence. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Gushing  to  John  G. 
Smith,  Governor  of  Connecticut,  dated 

Mil.  DiBT.,  No.  2,  HEAoaoARTERs. 

Aeir  London.  Sept.  2.  1814. 

Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  30th  of  August 
was  received  this  morning  by  the  Southern  mail. 

Whether  I  have  understood  ••  the  views  of  the 
Government,  (Connecticut)  respecting  the  de- 
tachment lately  organized,"  or  not,  is,  in  my  esti- 
mation, a  question  of  no  importance  at  this  time, 
since,  by  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  of 
August,  your  Excellency  will  there  find  the  con- 
ditions on  which  the  draughted  militia,  now  in 
service,  were  asked  for.  and  have  been  received 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  If  these 
conditions  did  not  accord  with  the  "  views  of  this 
Government,"  it  is  not  for  me  to  assign  the  mo- 
tive which  induced  your  Excellency  to  make  the 
detachment;  but,  while  I  regret  that  any  misun- 
derstanding should  exist  on  this  subject,  I  feel  con- 
fident that  my  communications  have  been  too  ex- 
plicit to  leave  a  doubt  as  to  tiie  course  authorized 
and  enjoined  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates. 


Extract  of  a  letter   from  his  Excellency  John  Cotton 
Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

State  of  Connecticut. 

Hartford^  Sept.  3,  1814. 

In  consequence  of  the  exposed  and  defenceless 
situation  of  ihe  town  of  New  Haven,  and  borough 
of  Bridgeport.  I  have  thought  proper,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Council,  to  order  into  service  six  hun- 
dred men,  for  the  protection  of  these  places. 

The  general  officer  of  the  United  Stales,  located 
at  New  London,  has  been  advised  of  this  proce- 
dure, and  has  also  been  requested  to  cause  the 
troops  to  be  duly  mustered  aud  supplied. 

He  admits  the  propriety  of  the   measure,  but, 


as  I  understand,  refuses  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest, and  on  grounds  which,  in  my  view,  are 
wholly  inadmissible. 

It  is  my  duty,  sir,  to  inform  you  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  express  the  assurance  I  feel 
that  you  will  order  the  requisite  supplies  to  be 
immediately  furnished. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  hu  Excellency  John   C»tton 
Smith  to  the  SecrcUry  of  War,  dated 

1  State  of  CoNNECTictrr, 

Hartford,  Sept.  14.  1814. 

I  am  informed  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  at 
New  London,  has  refused  any  further  subsisteiice 
to  the  militia  now  on  duty  in  that  vicinity,  upon 
the  unfounded  pretext,  that  they  are  withdrawn 
from  service  by  my  authority.  Unwilling  to 
hazard  the  safety  of  those  posts,  and  the  national 
property  in  the  river,  by  disbanding  the  troops, 
I  have  directed  the  Commissary  General  of  the 
State  to  provide  for  them,  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  President  shall  be  known. 

You  will  perceive  the  importance,  sir,  of  appri- 
zing me,  without  delay,  whether  the  airent  is  to 
be  countenanced  in  the  course  he  has  thought 
proper  to  adopt ;  and.  also,  how  far  I  am  to  rely 
on  the  General  Government  for  assistance,  in  the 
necessary  defence  of  the  Stale. 

[Note. — A  letter  was  written  to  the  Grovernor 
of  Connecticut,  in  reply  lo  these  letters  to  the  De- 
partment of  War,  to  the  same  effect  with  that  to 
the  Governor  of  Ma-^sacbusetts,  of  September 
14,  1814.] 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of 
War,  to  his  Excellency  John  G.  Smith,  Governor 
of  Connecticut,  dated 

October  17,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ex- 
cellency's  communication   of  .  The    letters 

mentioned  in  it  had  been  before  received. 

The  regulations  of  this  Department,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  having  de- 
signated commands  for  different  grades  of  general 
officers  of  the  militia — two  thousand  men  for  a 
Brigadier  General — and  General  Cushingnot  hav- 
ing called  for  more  than  two  thousand  men  at  any 
lime,  and  there  not  being  more  ihan  ihat  number 
of  militia  in  the  field,  it  was  thought  that  the 
command  of  ihem  ought  not  to  be  committed  to 
a  Major  General  of  the  militia. 

The  tendency  of  such  an  arrangement  would 
be  to  take  the  force  assembled  for  the  defence  of 
the  military  district,  No,  2,  out  of  ihe  hands  of 
the  officer  to  whom  the  President  had  intrusted 
it.  It  was  on  this  principle  that  my  letter  to 
your  Excellency,  of  the  17th  of  September,  was 
addressed,  and  with  intention  to  explain  the  princi- 
ples on  whicfa  the  arrangements  of  this  Govern- 
ment were  made,  for  the  defence  of  every  part  of 
the  United  States;  which  e.vplaoation  I  gave  on 
a  belief  that  it  would  be  satisfactory,  and  that  it 
was  particularly  my  duly  to  give  it  at  this  very 
important  crisis  of  our  affairs. 
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fit  is,  ho\^ever,  disiincily  to  be  understood  that, 
;i|the  whu^e  quota  astigiied  to  Connecticut  had 
t«en  called:  into  service,  it  would  have  been  pro- 
M  to  havi' committed  the  command  to  a  Major 
^i'neral  ol»  the  militia,  who,  in  cases  where  he 
^ad  a  Brigidier  General  of  ilie  Array  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siaiei  acted  together,  would  take  the  cooi- 
ind  of  liifO.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &.c. 


t 


\ 


\ 


pj  of  a  le(ler  from  T.  H.  Gushing,  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral i  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

MjL.  Dl8T.,  No.  2,  HEAOaUARTERS, 

NeiD  I^ndon,  September  12,  1814. 
I'^i^iR:  Th"  enclosed  copies,  marked  (a)  (6)  (c) 
vifd  (d)  u'ljl  show  you  the  situation  in  which  i 
I  placed,  with  respect  to  the  militia  in  the  State 
Coonect^ut,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
■  to  repe*  any  attack  of  the  enemy  within   its 

5\us,  not  directed  igainst  the  forts  in  this  harbor. 
It  the  vet)  small  and  inconsiderable  battery  in 
^  neigh b<")f hood  of  New  Haven. 

rrhe  lettrr  of  Governor  Smith  was  delivered  to 
t  )|  yesterday  morning,  by  the  Aid  of  Major  Gene- 
t  J  Taylor.;  1  inquired  whether  his  General  had 
f  lyn  ordered  into  service  by  the  Government  of 
(  ",  •  United  IS'ai^s,  and  assured  him,  if  this  was 
t  J  I  ca-e,  I  yould,  most  cheerfully,  resign  to  him, 
I  >. :  only  th^  command  of  the  drauglited  militia, 
IjLi     of  thiv    military   district.     He    replied    that 

Jneral  T«ylor  had  no  such  orders;  but  that  he 

*J  been  (»rdered  by  Governor  Smith  to  take 
(.i,4nm;»nd  ol  the  draughted  militia  of  Connecti- 
(i/i.  III  the  service  ol  the  United  States,  and 
»iuld  imiiiediately  assume  the  command,  and 
ii-ftje  his  ojders  agreeably  to  the  Governor's  in- 
«i.uctions.  ' 

^^Finding  jhat  the  usual  report  of  the  brigade 
_y^s  not  fufloislied  by  Brigadier  General  Lusk,  I 
4-Ai  for  hitij  to  inquire  the  reason  for  this  neglect. 
<^|d  to  admunish  him  of  the  consequences  which 
■^fuld  ensue,  in  the  event  of  his  failing  to  dis- 
iit^rge  the  duties  of  his  station,  as  an  officer  in 
't|jj'  serviceof  the  United  States,  and, as  such,  not 
j^ccouniablf  to  Governor  Smith,  or  any  of  his 
ji|i}litia  Generals. 

j^JThe  Brigadier  requested  a  short  time  to  make 
(|>i  his  midil,  as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue; 
)Md  I  heard  nothing  more  from  him  until  two 
i^i^lock  this  day,  when  his  answer  to  my  note  was 
i||eived,  and  the  enclosed  district  order  imine- 
Nfyitely  issued. 
'*U  understand  that  General  Taylor  is  making 

*angemeiits  for  the  supply  of  Lusk's  brigade  at 
VJi^s  place,  and  in  lis  neigliborhood  ;  and  it  will 
^Jdily  occur  to  you  that  the  power  to  call  mili- 
^l,(  into  service,  vested  in  me  by  the  President's 
^f)rj;claraaliqn,  cannot  be  exercised  to  any  benfi- 
i-jjlt    result, !since,  the  moment  such  militia  shall 

jve  assembled,  in   pursuance  of  my  requisition, 
y  will  be  taken  from  me  by  Slate  authorities, 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
irfvaat, 


;!r 


T.  H.  GUSHING, 
tie  Hon.  James  Monrob, 
Secrttary  of  War. 


(a.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  hia  Excellency  Jobn  Cotton 
Smith,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to 
Brigadier  General  Cushing,  dated 

HARTroRD,  Sept.  9,  1814. 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  original  arrange- 
ment. Major  General  Taylor  now  goes  to  take 
the  command  of  the  militia  on  duty  at  New 
London  and  its  vicinity. 

He  will  retain  or  reduce  their  present  number, 
according  to  existing  circumstances.  Upon  this 
and  other  subjects,  connected  with  the  safely  of 
those  posts,  he  is  instructed,  and  will  be  disposed 
to  confer  with  you  freely,  and  to  promote,  by  all 
means  in  bis  power,  that  concert  of  operation  on 
which  the  success  of  the  service  must  essentially 
depend. 

(6) 
Extract  of  a  letter  from   Brigadier  General  Gushing 
to    Brigadier  General    Lusk,  commanding    militia, 
dated 

Mil.  Dist.,  No.  2,  Headudarters, 

New  iMiidon,  Sept.  12,  1814. 

Sir:  The  usual  reports  of  the  brigade  of 
draughted  militia  under  your  command,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  were  not  delivered 
to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  district  yesterday, 
and  report  says  that  you  have  received,  and  are 
acting  under,  the  orders  of  a  militia  officer,  not 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

It  has,  therefore,  become  necessary  tljat  you 
assign  a  reason,  in  writing,  for  withholding  your 
reports,  and  contradict  or  admit  the  fact  of  your 
having  received,  and  actually  executing,  the  or- 
ders of  an  officer  not  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates. 

(c.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from   Brigadier  General  Lusk,  of  the 

militia,  to  Brigadier  General  Cushing,  dated 

New  London,  Stpt.  12,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  this  morning.  The  follow- 
ing IS  an  extract  of  the  order  of  bis  Excellency 
the  Captain  General,  dated  the  28ih  of  July, 
1814: 

"The  troops  thus  detached,  are  to  be  complete- 
ly armed  and  equipped  according  to  law,  and, 
until  otherwise  directed,  will  be  held  in  readiness 
to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  invasions  of  the  enemy,  under  such 
orders  as  they  shall  receive  from  the  Command- 
er-in-Chief." 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  in- 
struction to  me,  from  Governor  Smith,  dated 
Sharon,  11th  August,  1814: 

'■You  will  inform  General  Cushing,  by  letter, 
of  your  state  of  readiness,  and  take  his  directions 
as  to  the  route,  and  place  or  places  of  destination, 
and  to  conform  to  his  instructions,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  Major  General  Taylor,  who  will  take  the 
command  as  soon  as  his  health  and  the  necessary 
arrangements  will  permit." 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Major  General  Tay- 
lor issued  his  orders  to  me,  under  date  of  the  11th 
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of  September,  1814.  directing  me  to  discontinue 
calling  at  the  office  of  the  Commanding  General 
of  the  district  for  orders,  and  to  obey  no  orders 
excepting  such  as  shall  be  issued  under  the  au- 
thority of  this  State. 

He  has  also  required  of  me  regularly  to  make 
report  to  him  of  the  forces  under  my  command. 

From  a  perusal  of  the  foregoing  extracts,  you 
will  readily  infer  the  only  answer  to  your  inter- 
rogations which  I  have  the  power  to  make. 

Copy  of  District  Orders,  dated 

Mil.  DisT.,  No.  2.  HEAoauARTERs, 

New  I^ndon,  Sept.  12,  1814. 
The  brigade  of  draughted  militia  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut  having  been  withdrawn  from  the 
service  of  the  United  States  by  his  Excellency 
Governor  Smith;  and  Brigadier  General  Lusk, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  said  brigade,  hav- 
ing refused  to  receive  and  obey  the  orders  of  the 
Brigadier  General  commanding  this  military 
district,  no  further  supplies  of  any  description  are 
to  be  delivered  to  him.  or  his  brigade,  for  and  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  without  an  express 
written  order  from  the  Brigadier  General  com- 
manding, or  from  his  superior  officer,  actually  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

By  order  of  the  Commanding  General. 
P.  P.  SCHUYLER, 

Adjutant  General. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  hia  Excellency  William  Jones  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Providence,  April  22,  1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter, under  date  of  the  15th  instant,  requiring  me 
to  take  effectual  measures  to  detach  five  hundred 
of  the  militia  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  they  be 
armed  and  equipped  for  actual  service  within  the 
shortest  period  that  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  be  in 
session  in  a  few  days,  when  1  shall  embrace  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  lay  the  request  before 
them. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  WUliara  Jones  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Providence,  June  18.  1812. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  12th  instant 
came  to  hand  by  last  evening's  mail ;  and,  in  re- 
ply, permit  me  to  state  that,  for  the  quota  of  mili- 
tia required  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  10, 
1812,  the  General  AsNembly  of  this  State,  at  their 
session,  in  May  last,  ordered  a  return  of  our  mili- 
tia made  on  or  before  the  4th  of  July  next,  and 
that  therefrom  a  draught  of  the  number  required 
will  be  made,  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  ready 
for  service. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  bis  Excellrncy  William  Jones 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Providence,  Aug.  22,  1812. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  entire  return 
of  the  mea  draughted,  as  this  State's  quota  of 


railitia,  alluded  to  in  ray  last,  until  the  11th  in- 
stant. It  is  now  done,  and  the  detachment  organ- 
ized, as  per  enclosed  roll,  and  will  be  held  ia 
readiness  to  act,  when,  in  my  opinion,  any  of  the 
exigencies  provided  for  by  the  Constitution,  and 
referred  to  by  the  late  act  of  Congress,  under 
which  they  are  detached,  exists,  agreeably  to  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  the  Council  of  this  Slate, 
given  me  on  the  occasion. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  William  Jones, 
Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  to  the  Prea- 
ident  of  the  United  States,  dated 

Providence,  June  29,  1814. 

The  views  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Coun- 
cil of  War.  and  myself,  will  be  di>covered  from 
the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  their  late  session, 
a  copy  of  which  Mr.  Searle  will  present  to  you, 
with  whom  I  request  you  will  make  all  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  for  carrying  it  into  full 
effect. 

He  will  discuss  the  subject  of  his  mission  fully, 
and,  I  trust,  to  your  satisfaction,  so  that  the  Siaie 
will,  by  the  assistance  of  the  United  States,  be 
placed  in  a  posture  of  defence,  at  least,  against 
the  predatory  incursions  of  the  enemy. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  Searle,  jr.,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  dated 

Washington  City,  July  6,  1814. 

The  views  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the 
Council  of  War,  and  of  the  Governor,  will  be 
clearly  discovered,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  from 
an  act  of  the  Assembly,  passed  at  their  late  June 
session,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  present. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  ihe  State  by 
whose  authority  I  am  deputed,  to  solicit  the  pe- 
culiar attention  of  the  President  to  her  perilous 
and  calamitous  situation  ;  to  request  of  him  a 
reimbursement  of  the  expenditures  already  made, 
and  ihe  prompt  provision  of  a  military  force  for 
her  protection  ;  or  that  he  will  furnish,  herewith, 
pecuniary  means  hy  which  she  can  place  herself 
in  an  attitude  of  defence. 

State  of  Rhode  /aland  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations. 

In  General  Assembly, 

June  Session.  A.  D.  1814. 
An  Act  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  State. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  by 
the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  That  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Council  of  War,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  order  into 
immediate  service,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  and  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  such  portion  of  the  militia  and  chartered 
companies  of  this  State  as  he  may  think  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  most  expo:.ed  parts 
thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  may  draught  or  detach 
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the 'biid   miliiia,  aad  cbartereJ  companies  a«  he 
*i^  jhink  cxpedieDt;  and    that  any  private  sol 


»       I I , """"/  ^-..M*^        *»W« 

dieHi^  the  militia,  drjughied  or  detached,  may 
fur'jjfh  an  abk-tx>died  man  as  a  substitute. 

a,:^.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
an(j:«»very  non-commissioned  officer  and  private 
si>l^t4f  shall  receive  two  dollars  per  month,  out  of 
iae.'i#neral  tr^i-asury,  in  addition  to  the  pay  al- 
l(>v4i<J  by-  the  United  States, 

if  Li.  4.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  his  Ex- 
cel, jiicy,  the  Governor,  be  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
qu^^f  d  to  cauv-e  the  draughted  or  detached  militia 
anaic^iartered  companies  to  be  relieved  as  often 
as  1^4  nature  wf  the  service  will  permit. 

Hp.  5.  And[  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
pfQckjss.  for  tbij  recovery  of  debt  or  taxes,  against 
tht"  |[*on-coraniissioned  officers  and  private  sol- 
diejj.!draughtt.»d  or  detached  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
stal{'i  durine-^he  time  they  are  in  service. 

Sj^.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  his 
ExkiJIency,  the  Governor,  be  authorized  and  em- 
po^jje^ed  to  rj^ise  a  State  corps,  and  to  appoint 
offi^ve^s  therefur,  as  soon  as  the  President  of  the 
Uni^d  States  con.sents  to  receive  them  into  ser- 
vic^^r  the  defence  of  this  Slate;  and  that  the 
offii^^s  appointed  as  aforesaid  be  commissioned 
by  i4i  Excellency,  the  Governor,  in  the  usual 
nia-lir. 

SU.  7,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  his 
Eic;'.lency,  tfie  Governor,  and  Council  of  War, 
bt?  4u'horized  and  requested  to  furnish  to  the 
tqwi^  most  exposed,  such  ordnance,  on  travelling 
C|rrl;)^es,  and  *uch  equipments  and  ammunition, 
a<  'py  sball  rhink  proper;  and  to  furnish 'ih* 
naliliii  with  tumbrils  for  transporting  their  am- 
njurlt^on. 

Sid.  8.  And,be  it  further  enacted,   Tha:  his 


have  been  opened  in  different  parts  of  the  Slate 
officers  appointed,  and  the  recruiting  service  pro-' 
gresses  in  a  manner  and   with  a   rapidity   that 
promises  success. 

Should  we  be  disappointed,  however,  in  rais- 
ing the  number  proposed  by  enlisimeat,  ihe  mili- 
tia will  be  detached  to  make  up  the  deficiency, 
for  the  defence  of  the  Slate,  according  to  the 
invitation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  4ih  of  July  last. 


EJx(^nency,  th^  Governor,  be  .luthorized  to  draw 
on  (|c  general  treasury  for  any  sum  not  exceed- 
iiig  ysi  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing ^is  act  into  effect. 
i[A  true  copy. 
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SAMUEL  EDDY, 

i:kcretarr/. 


trkcjtof  a  lett<r  from  Brigadier  Genprtl 
I  :     iDg  to  »hc  Secretary  of  War,  d; 

J  {       Mll^  1J)IST.,  No.  2,  HiADQDA 


cjtof  a  letUr  from  Brigadier  Genprtl  T.  H.Cush- 


RTERS, 

Providence,  July  21,  1814. 
jjtjr  letter  o/  the  11  th  instant,  with  enclosures, 
reacUd  me  at  this  place  on  ihe  evening  of  the 
l.Sth.  Ind  on  tht  next  morning  I  had  an  interview 


Yi  jr  le 
rerac^tfd  i 
l6ib:ind  

Witl^  povernor;  Jones,  who  is,  at  this  time^'dehb- 
ei^tijj^  with  hit  Council  as  to  the  mode  of  seleci- 
iM  ^ip  State's  quota  of  five  hundred  men,  which 
ho  at^iires  me  shall  be  raised,  either  by  enlistment 
or^d«ltlght,  in  n  very  few  day?. 
I     [i  

Eytriirjof  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  WiUiam  Jones, 

Gojirnor  of  ti»e  8ute  of  Rhode  Island,  to  the  8ec- 

^-etiry  of  War,  dated 

'.     i  * 

•^4 ;  Provide.nce,  August  15.  1814. 

Si|ie  the  arrangement  was  entered  into  with 
ytju,  i^^lative  to  raising  a  State  corps,  rendezvous 

!i 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  William  Jones, 
Governor  of  the  Sute  of  Rhode  Island,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 

Providence,  Sept.  8.  1814. 
Sir:  1  am  ready, as  I  have  by  letter  and  through 
the  Adjutant  General,  Colonel  Searle,  repeatedly 
expressed  to  your  department,  to  call  out  the  mi- 
litia, and  particularly  the  five  hundred  men  or- 
dered  by  the  President,  on   the   4th  day  of  July 
last,  as  our  quota  of  the  ninety-three  thousand 
five  hundred  men  ;  but  we  are  destitute  of  almost 
every  necessary  for   the  comfort  and  subsistence 
of  those  men,  and   for   making  them  effective  as 
soldiers.     We  are  without  tents,  equipage,   and 
provisions,  and  have  a  very  inadequate  supply  of 
cannon,  muskets,  and  ammunition.     I  have  at- 
tempted to  raise  a  corps  of  five  hundred  men,  to  be 
accepted  as  substitutes  for  our  quota  of  the  mili- 
tia.    In   this   I  have  not   yet  succeeded,  having 
been  able  to  enlist  only  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  notwithstanding  a  bounty  was  offered 
by  ihe  Slate.     I  have  also  detached  four  compa- 
nies of  militia  for  the  defence  of  Newport,  who 
have  been  called  into  actual  service,  one  company 
at  a  time,  and  who  were  an[reed  to  be  mustered 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  Slates,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  letter  of  General  Armstrong,  dated 
July  9,  1814      Five  companies   of  militia   were 
also  called  out  by  General  Stanton,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  Stoninglon. 
in  Connecticut.     In  the  actual  stale  of  affairs,  the 
militia   must   be  draughted  or  detached  to  make 
up  the   five    hundred    men ;    and   it    m<iy    very 
probably  be  necessary  to  call  out  a  much  larger 
force;  but   you  must  be  perfectly  sensible  of  the 
inefficiency  of  any  force,  without  further  supplies 
of  the  munitions  of  war. 

D. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  hjs  Excellency,  William  Pen- 
nington, GoTcrnor  of  the  Sute  of  New  Jersey,  to 
the  SecreUry  of  War,  dated 

Trenton,  October  29,  1814. 
Sir:  I  am  informed  that  Governor  Tompkins, 
as  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  has  takea 
command  of  the  third  military  district  of  the 
United  States;  this  district  comprehends  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  New  Jersey,  and  between  two  and 
three  thousand  Jersey  militia  are  now  in  aciuai 
^rvice  in  this  district,  at  Sandy  Hook,  in  the 
State  ot  New  Jersey.  It  might  certainly  appear, 
on  first  view,  novel,  at  least,  that  a  Governor  of  a 
State,  as  such,  should  have  the  command  of  the 
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militia  of  a  neighboring  State,  within  the  actual 
territory  of  that  Slate.  I  am  far  from  entertain- 
ing a  disposition,  especially  in  the  present  state 
of  our  country,  to  ihrow  the  least  obstruction  in 
the  way  of  the  operations  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  any  measure  of  defence  which  it  may 
think  proper  to  adopt,  but  I  conceive  it  my  duty 
to  inquire  as  to  the  fact,  and  the  views  of  the 
War  Department  on  the  subject. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  War, 
to  bis  Excellency  William  Pennington,  Governor  of 
New  Jersey,  dated 

November  22,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ex- 
cellency's letter  of  the  29ih  ultimo,  requiring 
information  whether  Governor  Tompkins.  asGov- 
ernor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  has  been  ap- 
pointed commander  of  the  third  military  district, 
comprehending  a  part  of  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey. 
Your  Excellency  seems  to  doubt  whether  the 
Governor  of  one  State  can  have  command  of  the 
militia  of  another  State,  within  the  limits  of  the 
latter  ;  and  it  is  lo  ascertain  the  views  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  on  that  point  that  the  inquiry 
has  been  made. 

The  patriotic  and  national  sentiments  which 
you  have  expressed  on  this  subject  have  afforded 
much  satisfaction  to  the  President,  who  desires 
that  all  the  information  which  you  have  sought 
should  be  fully  communicated. 

Governor  Tompkins  has  been  appointed  com- 
mander of  the  military  district  of  the  United 
States,  No.  3.  by  virtue  of  which  his  command 
extends  to  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
and  to  such  of  her  militia,  as  have  been  called 
into  the  service  of  ihe  United  Slates  within  that 
limit. 

The  city  of  New  York  being  menaced  by  the 
enemy  with  a  formidable  invasion,  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  not  having  a  regular  force  to  repel  it, 
a  Urge  body  of  the  militia  were  called  into  their 
service  for  the  purpose.  It  was  this  circumstance 
which  led  to  the  appointment  of  Governor  Tomp- 
kins to  the  command  of  the  military  district  No. 
3,  he  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  well 
qualified  for  the  trust. 

It  IS  a  well  e«lablished  principle,  that,  when 
any  portion  of  the  militia  are  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Stales,  the  officers  command- 
ing it  ought  to  retain  their  command,  and  enter 
with  it  into  that  service:  a  Colonel  with  his  re- 
giment; a  Brigadier  with  his  brigade;  a  Major 
General  with  hisdivision.  On  the  same  principle, 
when  several  divisions  of  t^ie  militia  of  any  Slate 
are  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
the  Governor  of  the  State  may  be  authorized  to 
take  the  command  of  them,  he  being  the  highest 
officer  of  the  militia  in  the  Stale.  In  such  a  case 
ihe  Governor  of  a  State  is  viewed  in  his  military 
character  only.  He  becomes,  it  is  true,  the  mili- 
tary commander,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  Gov- 
ernor; but  every  other  feature  of  that  character 
is  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  They 
relate  to  his  civil  functions,  in  which  the  State 
13lii  Cos.  3d  Sfc.ss.— 57 


alone  is  interested.  The  militia  of  one  State, 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  marched  into  another  State.  We  have 
seen  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 
serving  in  Maryland,  and  of  North  Carolina  in 
Virginia,  with  many  other  examples  of  a  like 
kind.  In  all  these  instances,  the  militia  officers 
go  with  their  respective  corps,  and,  as  such,  no 
discrimination  can  be  made  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  Governor  of  a  Slate,  commanding  the  militia 
of  a  State;  like  other  militia  officers,  he  may 
march  with  the  troops  of  his  State  into  another 
State,  and  retain  there  his  appropriate  command, 
either  as  commander  of  the  district,  or  acting 
under  another  Governor,  to  whom  the  President 
has  already  given  the  command. 

Your  Excellency  will  find  these  principles  fully 
illustrated,  and  more  than  fully  established,  by  an 
example  which  took  place  soon  after  the  adoption 
of  the  present  Constitution.  In  the  year  1794 
when  President  WAeniNOTON  thought  it  proper, 
on  the  certificate  of  a  judge  that  an  insurrection 
existed  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
order  the  militia  of  other  States  there,  to  aid  the 
militia  of  that  Slate  in  suppressing  it,  he  com- 
mitted the  command  of  the  whole  force  to  the 
Governor  of  a  neighboring  Slate,  who  commanded 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  The  relative  rank 
and  command  of  the  Governor  employed  in  the 
service  was  settled  by  the  President  himself. 

In  general,  it  is  not  desirable  to  impose  on  the 
Governors  of  State*  the  duty  of  commanding  the 
militia  of  their  respective  States,  when  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  where  they  su- 
persede the  officer  of  the  latter,  commanding  the 
military  district  in  which  such  State  is,  because, 
as  Governors,  they  have  other  duties  lo  perform, 
which  might  interfere,  if  they  did   not  conflict, 
with  those  incident  lo  such  command.     A  Gov- 
ernor, for  example,  under  the  influence  of  local 
leeling.  might  think  the  danger   more   imminent 
than  It  really  was.  and  call  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  a  greater  force  ihau  would   be  ne- 
cessary.    He  might  even  set  on  foot  expeditions 
which  the  General  Government  could  not  approve. 
It  would  be  improper  that  the  charges  incident 
thereto  should  be  defrayed   by  the  United  Stales. 
The  Constitution   contemplates   the  exercise  of 
the  national  authority,  in  contradistinction  to  that 
of  the  State,  whenever  the  militia  of  a  State  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales.    The 
call  must  be  made  by  the  President,  or  by  his  au- 
thority, to  be  obligatory  on  the  nation.     If  made 
by  the  Governor  of  a  State  it  is  the  act  of  the 
Stale,  and  obligatory  on  it  only.     These  objec- 
tions, however,  to  the  union  of   both  trusts  in  the 
same  person,  did  not  apply  lo  the  employment  of 
the  Governor  of  New  York.     All  the  force  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  that  State  had  already 
been  called  for,  by  order  of  this  Government,  and 
put  into   the  service  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
although  the  Governor  is  authorized  to  dismiss  a 
part  ot  the  militia,  in  certain  cases,  he  is  instruct- 
ed not  to  call  out  any  without  a  special  sanction 
from  this  department. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe,  that  the  objec- 
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Capture^  the  BritUh  Fleet  on  Lake  Champlain. 


$oji  !o  the  cojnmand  of  the  militia  of  a  State  by  f 
is  (jfo'^rn'r. -when  called  into  the  service  of  the 
^D  f^d  States,  does  not  apply  except  to  cases  io 
irh  'f$\  the  command  of  the  military  district  of 
Ijbe  Wnited  Slates  is  superseded.  In  every  other 
«fas  jeven  ia  those  having  that  effect,  under  sim- 
Har  Jircumsfaoces  with  that  under  consideration, 
s(ucflactive,  patriotic  service,  by  persons  so  highly 
jftji'tpd  by  their  country,  will  be  seen  by  the 
]f  r«  rjdent  witlj  great  interest  and  satisfaction.  Its 
«ixa  4ple  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  happieist 
dfie  ;|, 

J    fi|  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 
■       {^      ,  JAMES  MONROE. 

I|jQ.   VV  .PfcN.NI.NQTO.N. 


U.  S.  8HIP  Saratoga. 
off  Plattsburg.  Sept.  U,  1814. 
Sir  :  The  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to  grant 
us  a  signal  victory  on  Lake  Charaplam,  in  the 
capture  of  one  frigate,  one  brig,  and  two  sloops  of 
war,  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be.  very  respectfully,  sir 
your  obedient  servant,  * 

T.  MACDONOUGH, 

Commanding. 
Hon.  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ft 


iPTURE  OF  THE  BRITISH  FLEET  0.\ 
,;  LAKE  CHA.MPL.\L\. 


•    [limraunicated  to  the  Senate,  October  6,  1814.] 
J    U  \avv  Depakt.ment.  Oct.  3,  1814. 

I  ^^-  Id  coi5npliancc  with  your  request  I  have 
i|o\{|[he  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  all  the  docu- 
naei  ,  receiv^d  from  Captain  Macdonough.  in 
rtlalcn  to  the  brilliaoi  and  extraordinary  victory 
achjjived  by  toe  United  States'  squadron  under 
fcispmmand.'^ver  that  of  the  enemy,  in  Piaiis- 
burlpay.  on  Lake  Champlain. 

'a.is  action,  like  that  of  its  prototype  on  Lake 
Briljcannot  b«  portrayed  in  lajiguagt-  correspond- 
ijgWith  the  urMver^aland  just  admiration  inspired 
by  h\e  exalteij  prowess,  consummate  skill,  and 
coofierseveriija  intrepidity,  whiqh  will  ever  dis- 
l»nfc  ish  this  sjtlendid  and  memorable  event. 
:  T]"?':  like  iltose  brilliant  naval  victories  which 
pec  Hed  it,  hats  its  peculiar  features,  which  mark 
n  v1  h  a  distipct  character:  It  was  fought  at 
aj3C  ar.  The 'firm,  compact,  and  well-/ormed 
Ime  ,  be  prep.-irations  for  all  the  evolutions  of 
Vh; ::  I  the  situation  was  susceptible,  and  the  adroit- 
ne.v  md  deci;,ive  effect  with  which  they  were 
pierf  fmed  in  t|ie  heat  of  battle,  mark  no  less  the 
judlinent  whi(ih  planned  than  the  valor  and  skill 
(Ssriiyed  in  tUe  execution. 

hese  ar^  heightened  by  the  conteraplaiion 


U.  S.  SHIP  Saratoga, 
At  anchor  off  Plattsburg,  Sept.  13,  1814. 

Sir:  By LieutenantCommandant Cassia  I  have 
the  honor  lo  convey  to  you  the  flags  of  His  Bru- 
annic  Majesty's  late  squadron,  captured,  on  the 
11th  instant,  by  the  United  States'  squadron  un- 
der my  command.  Also,  my  despatches  relating 
lo  that  occurrence,  which  would  have  been  in 
your  possession  at  an  earlier  period  but  for  ihe 
difl5culty  in  arranging  the  different  statements. 

The  squadron  under  my  command  now  lies  at 
Plattsburg:  it  will  bear  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion. anJ  leave  a  force  sufficient  to  repel  any  at- 
tempt of  the  enemy  in  this  quarter.  I  shall  wait 
your  order  what  to  do  with  the  whole  or  any  pan 
thereof;  and,  should  it  be  consistent,  I  beg  you 
will  favor  me  with  permission  to  leave  the  lake 
and  place  me  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Decatur,  at  New  York.  My  health,  (being  some 
time  on  the  lake.)  together  with  the  almost  cer- 
tain inactivity  of  future  naval  operations  here, 
are  among  the  causes  of  ihis  request  for  my 
reiuoval. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect 
your  most  obedient  servant,  ' 

„   „.         T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Hon.  William  Jones. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


d^sjliy 

of  aj^figorous  nnd  greatly  superior  force  moving  1  lars  of  the  ai 
dywb.  upon  ii*is  line,  in  his  own  lime,  select-  '  instant  on  th 
"^g  »-;»  position,  and  choosing  his  distance,  am- 1      For  severa 


U.  S.  SHIP  Saratoga, 
Plattsburg  Bay,  Sept.  13,  1814. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  give  you  the  particu- 


.)•  a^f.gorous  nnd  greatly  superior  7o7c7.no7ing  |  larT^Vthe'Tclio'^  wTich  Took  Xe  on'  t^de'uth 

1.    UDOn     ll*is    Imp     m     his    /^™r,     i. ,„l-^.    !; i.  :  .   i    .  H'"^«^  ""    lUeniD 

.",£5  .'    .,  ^  . •••■3  "'■'  "••"- "V.V..  €.ui- 1       i  ui  of^TCKil  days  the  enemy  were  on  their  w»v 


cp-cj  itration,  and  stimulated  bv  the  settled  confi- 
djjnc,^  ot  victory. 

\  1  ),view  it  iti  the  abstract,  it  is  not  surpassed 
by  ;  rjr  naval  victory  on  record;  to  appreciate  its 
r^su  ^.  It  is  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  important 
epj  tf  in  the  l4story  of  our  country. 

I  l|at  it  will  le  justlv  estimated,  and  the  victors 
d|il>  lionored  Jty  the  Councils  of  the  nation,  the 
jiist,  i  and  libtirality  hitherto  displayed,  on  simi- 
lar (  i-jasions.  il  a  sufficient  pledge. 

.1  ive  the  l^onor  to  be.  very'respectt'uUy.  sir, 
y*ui  .^bedient  s^ervant. 

Lin        '     rr,  ^^'-  JOiNES. 

»H   {1.  Charlj:.s  Tait. 

I      ^airman\Saval  Committee. 

W 

If 

H 

.J 


dcrstood  that  an  attack  would  be  made  at  the 
same  time  by  their  land  and  naval  forces.  I  deter- 
mined to  await  at  anchor  the  approach  of  the 
latter. 

At  8  A.  M.  the  lookout  boai  announced  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy.  At  9,  he  anchored  in  a 
line  ahead,  at  about  three  hundred  yards  distance 
from  my  line;  his  ship  opposed  to  the  Saratoga 
his  brig  to  the  Eagle.  Captain  Robert  Henley! 
his  galleys,  thirteen  in  number,  to  the  schooner 
soop.  and  a  division  of  our  galleys,;  one  of  his 
sloops  assisting  their  ship  and  brig,  the  other  as- 
sisting their  galleys;  our  remaining  galleys  with 
the  Saratoga  and  Eagle.  In  this  Mtuation,  the 
whole  force,  on  both  sides,  became  engaged,  the 
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Cofturt  o^  the  Briiith  Fleet  on  Lake  Champlain, 


Saratoga  suffering  much  from  the  heavy  fire  of 
the  Confian'-e.  I  could  perceive,  at  the  same 
time,  however,  that  our  fire  was  very  destructive 
to  her.  The  Ticonderoga,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ant Cassin,  gallantly  sustained  her  full  share  of 
the  action.  At  hall  past  ten  o'clock,  the  Eagle, 
not  being  able  to  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  cut  her 
cable,  and  anchored  in  a  more  eligible  position, 
between  my  ship  and  the  Ticonderoga.  where  she 
very  much  annoyed  the  enemy,  but  unfortunately 
leaving  me  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  en- 
emy's brig.  Our  guns  on  the  starboard  side  being 
nearly  all  dismounted  or  not  manageable,  a  stern 
anchor  was  let  go,  the  bower  cable  cut,  and  the 
ship  winded,  with  a  fresh  broadside  on  the  enemy's 
ship,  which  s(jon  after  surrendered.  Our  broad- 
side was  then  sprung  to  bear  on  the  brig,  which 
surrendered  in  about  fifteen  minutes  after. 

The  sloop  that  was  opposed  to  the  Eagle  had 
struck  some  time  before,  and  drifted  down  the  line  ; 
the  sloop  which  was  with  their  galleys  having 
struck  also;  three  of  their  galleys  are  said  to  be 
sunk,  the  others  pulled  off.  Our  galleys  were 
about  obeying,  with  alacrity,  the  signal  to  follow 
them,  when  all  the  vessels  were  reported  to  me 
to  be  in  a  sinking  ^tate  ;  it  then  became  necessary 
to  annul  the  signal  to  the  galleys,  and  order  their 
men  to  the  pump--. 

I  could  only  look  at  the  enemy's  galleys  going 
off  in  a  shattered  condition,  for  there  was  not  a 
mast  in  either  squadron  that  could  stand  to  make 
sail  on  ;  the  lower  rigging,  bf  ing  nearlv  all  shot 
away,  hung  down  as  though  it  had  been  just  placed 
over  the  mast  head^s. 

The  Saratoga  had  fifty-five  round  shot  m  her 
hull ;  the  Confiance  one  hundred  and  five.  The 
enemy's  shot  passed  principally  just  over  our 
heads,  as  there  were  not  twenty  whole  hammocks 
in  the  nettings  at  the  close  of  the  action,  which 
lasted,  without  intermission,  two  hour^  and  twenty 
minutes. 

The  absence  and  sickness  of  Lieutenant  Ray- 
mond Perry,  left  me  without  the  services  of  that 
excellent  oflScer.  Much  ought  fairly  to  be  attri- 
buted lo  him  for  his  great  care  and  attention  in 
disciplining  the  ship's  crew,  as  her  first  lieutenant. 
His  place  was  filled  by  a  gallant  young  officer. 
Lieutenant  Peier  Gamble,  who,  I  regret  to  inform 
you,  was  killed  early  in  theaciion.  Acting  Lieu- 
tenant Valleite  worked  the  first  and  second  divi- 
sions of  guns,  with  able  eflect.  Sailingmaster 
Brum's  attention  to  the  springs,  and  in  ihe  exe- 
cution ol  the  order  to  wind  the  ship,  and  occasion- 
ally at  the  guns,  meets  with  my  entire  approbation ; 
also  Captain  Young's,  commanding  tne  acting 
marines,  who  took  his  men  to  the  guns.  Mr. 
Beale,  purser,  was  of  great  service  at  the  guns, 
and  in  carrying  my  orders  tiiroughout  the  ship. 
With  Midshipman  Montgomery.  Master's  Mate 
Joshua  Justin  had  command  of  the  third  division  ; 
his  conduct  during  the  action  was  that  of  a  brave 
and  correct  officer.  Midshipmen  Monteath,  Gra- 
ham. Williamson.  Platl.  Twing.  and  acting  mid- 
shipman Baldwin,  all  behaved  well,  and  gave 
evidence  of  their  making  valuable  officers. 


The  Saratoga  was  twice  set  on  fire  by  hot  shot 
from  the  enemy's  ship. 

I  close,  sir,  this  communication  with  feelings 
of  gratitude  for  the  able  support  I  received  from 
every  officer  and  man  attached  to  the  squadron 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant. 

T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Hob.  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S.  Accompanying  this  is  a  list  of  killed  and 
wounded,  a  list  of  prisoners,  and  a  precise  state- 
ment of  both  forces  engaged.  Also  letters  from 
Captain  Henley  and  Lieutenant  Commandant 
Cassin. 


U.  S.  ship  Saratoga,  Sept.  13,  1314. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  different 
vessels  of  the  squadron  under  your  command  in 
the  action  of  tbe  11th  instant. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  correctly  the  loss 
of  the  enemy.  From  the  best  information  received 
from  the  British  officers,  from  my  own  observa- 
tions, and  from  various  lists  found  on  board  the 
Confiance,  I  calculate  the  number  of  men  on  board 
of  that  ship,  at  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
at  two  hundred  and  seventy,  of  whom  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  at  least  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  on  board  the  other  captured  vessels  at  least 
eighty  more,  making  in  tbe  whole.  ^Ued  and 
wounded,  two  hundred  and  sixty.  This  i.*,  doubt- 
less,.short  of  the  real  number, as  many  were  thrown 
overboard  from  the  Confiance  during  the  engage- 
ment. 

The  muster  books  must  have  been  thrown  over- 
board, or  otherwise,  disposed  of,  as  they  are  not 
to  be  found. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.  BEALE,  Jr.,  Purser. 

Thomas  MAcooNoroH.  Esq.. 

Commanding  U.  S.  squadron 

on  Lake  Champlain. 


Return  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United 
Statu  squadron  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  the  en- 
gagement with  the  British  fleet,  on  the  Wth  of 
September,  1814. 

Ship  Saratoga. 
Killed — Peter  Gamble,  lieutenant;  Thomas 
Butler,  quarter  gunner;  James  Norberry,  boat- 
swain's mate;  Abraham  Davis,  quartermaster; 
William  Wyer,  sailmaker  ;  VV'iUiam  Brickell, 
seaman;  Peier  Johnson,  ditto;  John  Coleman, 
ditto;  Benjamin  BurriU,  ordinary  seaman;  An- 
drew Parmlee,  ditto;  Peter  Post  seaman;  David 
Bennett,  ditto  ;  Ebenezer  Johnson,  ditto;  Joseph 
Couch,  landsman;  Thomas  Stephens,  seaman; 
John  White,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Randall  McDon- 
ald, ditto  ;  Samuel  Smith,  seaman  ;  Thomas  Ma- 
lony,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Andrew  Nelson,  seaman  ; 
John  Sellack,  ditto;  Peter  Hanson,  ditto;  Jacob 
Laraway.  ditto;  Edward  Moore,  ditto;  Jerome 
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^i!  ||ms,  ordioary  seaman  ;  James  Carlisle,  mt- 

ri|ie!'Uohn  Sn)art,  seaman. 

■  ^^nded — James  M.  Baldwin,  acting  midship- 
rpjar  Joseph  Barron,  pilot;  Robert  Gary,  guar- 
t^-g  4"^^'  '■>  George  Cassin.  quartermaster;  John 
Ifcii  igsworth,  seaman;  Purnall  Smith,  ditto; 
Tjio  ^s  Robinson,  duio;  John  Ottiwell,  ditto; 
Johi;  ">  hompson.  ordinary  seaman  ;  William  Ta- 
b<«e.  >itio;  WHIiam  Williams,  ditto;  John  Rob- 
ersotfjseaman ;  John  Towns,  landsman;  John 
Sfeaj^^  seaman  ;  John  S.  Hammond,  ditto  ;  James 
B^iri-ir,  ditto;  James  Nagle,  ordinary  seaman, 
JohiJ  J^anman,  seaman;  Peter  Colbe^g,  ditto; 
Willf  lim  Newton,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Neil  J.  Heid- 
mcnt  jseaman.  James  Steward  ditto;  John  Ad- 
ams, findsraan  ;  Charles  Ratche.  seaman  ;  Ben- 
jatnif; Jackson,  marine;  Jesse  Vanhorn,  ditto; 
Jojei^v  Ketter,  ditto;  Samuel  Pearson,  ditto. 

Brig  Eagle. 

-Peter  Vanderinere,  master's  mate  ;  Jno. 
Rii)eK  seamanl  Jacob  Lindman.  ditto ;  Perkins 
Mfor^Jordinaryisearaan  ;  James  Winship,  ditto 
TI.Oft,j[s  Anwri'^ht.  ditto;  Nace  Wilson,  ditto 
T4or|4s  Lewii  boy;  John  Wallace,  marine 
Joijepti:  Heaton,;  ditto  ;  Robert  Stratton,  ditto 
Ja^nei  M.  Hale  musician  ;  John  Wood,  ditto. 

H'4<jn(/^d— Jcjseph  Smith,  lieutenant ;  William 
A.^SA^cer,  acting  lieutenant;  Francis  Breeze, 
ma^tfVl-  mate  ;  Abraham  Waters,  pilot ;  William 
C.  AUc-p,  quarteymaster ;  James  Duick,  quarter- 
gu^ny^  Andre^  McEwen,  si-aman;  Zebediah 
Coflcjj^n,  ditto;  Joseph  Valentine,  ditto;  John 
Ha^tjj,  ditto;  John  Miclin,  ditto;  Robert  Buck- 
ieyjdj  cj);  Purneil  Boice,  ordinary  seaman;  Aaron 
Fit>r5  r^ld,  boy;  John  S.  Craig,  seaman  ;  John 
McX.,;iiey,  ditto  ;  Matthew  Scriver,  marine; 
G^hT^  -,  MaiDwaj-ing,  ditto  ;  Henry  Jones,  ditto  ; 
Join  JlcCarty,  .Jitlo. 

ScHyONER  TlCONOEROGA. 
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ttilt  ^— John  !*>tansbury, lieutenant;  John  Fish- 
er, bo:0  wain's  rqate;  John  Atkinson,  ditto  ;  Hen- 
ry Jol|t>on,  sean^an  ;  Deodorick  Think,  marine; 
John  rjiarp,  ditti>. 

fFoUcieci— Patrick   Cassin.  seaman  ;    Ezekiel 
Go8d,fjitto;  Satpuel  Sawyer,  ditto;  William  Le 
Couni  ditto;  Hjenry  Collins,  ditto  ;  John  Con- 
\rine. 

^Sloop  Preble. 

,— Rogeijs  Carter,  acting  sailingmaster ; 
Howe,  boatswain's  mate. 
<i— Ncpe. 

(JoNBOAT  Borer. 
^—Arthur  W.  Smith,  purser's  steward; 
r^  P'"'  ^^'i  ;  Jara^s  Day,  marine. 
>fO|^d— Ebtjnezer  Cobb,  corporal  marines. 
:     1"^-  Gunboat  Centipede. 

^yoUt^Ud—Ume%  Taylor,  landsman. 

■  >\y  Gunboat  Wilmer. 
H&/if^C(i— Peter  Frank,  seamen. 

■  j  , i  Gdnboats. 

^f'?0  t  Allen,  Viper.   Burrows,   Ludlow,  Ayl- 
^"i^tfii^^^^^— None  killed  or  vxmnded. 
1 


Thvm 


RECAPITTJLATIOff. 


Saratoga 
Eagle  - 
Ticonderoga 
Preble 
Borer  - 
Centipede    - 
Wilraer      - 

Total       - 


Killad. 

-  28 

-  13 

-  6 

-  2 
■  3 
.  00 

-  00 


Wounded. 

29 

20 

6 

00 

1 
1 

1  • 


52        58 


•i 


GEORGE  BEALE,  Jr.  Purter. 
Approved  :  T.  Macdonouoh. 


List  of  Pruonera  captured  on  the   \tth  Srplember, 
and  sent  to  Greenbuih. 

OrpicERs-DanielPring*,  Captain;  Creswick, 
Lieutenant;  Robinson,  ditto;  Drew,  ditto;  Mc- 
Ghie,  ditto;  Hornby,  ditto;  Child*,  ditto,  ma- 
rines; Fitzpatrick,  ditto.  39th  regiment;  Bryden 
sailingmaster;  Clark,  master's  mate;  Siramonds! 
ditto;  Todd,  surgeon;  Giles,  purser;  Guy.  cap- 
tain s  clerk  ;  Dowell,  midshipman;  Aire,  ditto  ; 
Bondell,  ditto;  Toorke,  ditto;  Kewstra,  ditto: 
Davidson,  boatswain;  Elvin,  gunner ;  Mickell 
ditto;  Coi  carpenter;  Parker,  purser;  Martin, 
surgeon  ;  Mc  Cabe,  assistant  surgeon. 

Three  hundred  and  forty  seamen. 

Forty-seven  wounded  men  paroled. 


Statement  of  the  American  Force  tngaged <m  the  lltk 

September,  1814. 
Saratoga,  long  24  pounders        8 

42  pound  carronades    6 

32  ditto       ditto         12 

c     I       «  o«  —  Total  guns  26 

h,agle.  12  32  pound  carronades,  and  8  long  18 

pounders .20 

Ticonderoga,  long  12  pounders  8 
do.    18        do.        4 
32    pound  carron- 
ades -        -5 


Preble,  long  9  pounders  -        -        -         _        . 

Ten  galleys,  viz  : 
Allen,   one   long    twenty-four   pounder,   and 

one  eighteen  pound  colurabiad    - 
Burrows,  one  long   twenty-four  pounder,  and 

one  eighteen  pound  columbiad    - 
Borer,  one  long  twenty-four  pounder,  and  one 

eighteen  pound  columbiad - 
Nettle,  one  long  twenty-four  pounder,  and  one 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -        -        -         . 
Viper,  one  long  twenty-four  pounder,  and  one 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -         -         -         . 
Centipede,  one  long  twenty-four  pounder,  and 

one  eighteen  pound  columbiad    -         -         - 
Ludlow,  one  long  twelve  pounder,  and  one 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -         -         .         . 
Wilmer,  one  long  twelve  pounder,  and  one 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -        -        -        . 


17 

7 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 
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Aylwyn,  one  long  twelve  pounder,  and  one 
eighteen  pound  columbiad  -        -        -        -     1 

Ballard,  one  long  twelve  pounder,  and  one 
eighteen  pound  columbiad  -        -         -        -     1 


Gun! 


86 


RECAPITDLATION. 

Long  twenty-four  pounders 
Forty-two  pound  carronades    - 
Thirty-two  pound  carronades  - 
Long  eighteen  pounders 
Long  twelve  pounders     - 
Long  nine  pounders 
Eighteen  pound  columbiads     - 

Total  guns        .         .        - 


-  14 

-  6 

-  29 

-  12 

-  12 

-  7 

-  6 

-  86 


Statement  of  the  Enemy's  Force  engaged  on  the  11 /A 
September,  1814. 

Frigate    ConSance,    long    24 

pounders  -         -         -         -  27 

32  pound  carronades    -        -    4 

24  do.  -         -    6 

long   18  pounders  on   berth 

deck         ....    2 

=  Total  guns  39 
Brig  Linnet,  long  12  pounders        -        -        -  16 
fSloop  Chub,    18   pound  car- 
ronades    -         -         -         -  10 
long  6  pounder    -         -         -    1 


tSloo[)  Finch,  18   pound  car- 
ronades    -         -         -  -  6 
18  pound  columbiad    -  -  I 
long  6  pounders  -         -  -  4 

Thirteen  galleys,  viz: 
Sir  James  i  eo,  one  long  twenty-four  pounder, 

and  one  thirty-two  pound  carroiiade   - 
Sir    George    Prevost,    one    long    twenty-four 

pounder,  and   one  ihirty-two  pound  carro- 

nade    ---._... 
Sir   Sidney  Beckwith,  one  long  twenty-four 

pounder,  and  one  thirty-two  pound  carro- 

nade    -         -        

Broke,  one  long  eighteen   pounder,  and  one 

thirty-two  pound  carronade         -        .        . 
Murray,  one  long  eighteen  pounder,  and  one 

eighteen  pound  carronade    -         -         .         . 
Wellington,  one  long  eighteen  pounder  - 
Tecumseh,  one  long  eighteen  pounder   - 
Name  unknown,  one  long  eighteen  pounder    - 
Drummond.  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 
Simcoe,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 
Unknown,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 
Unknown,  one  thirty  two   pound  carronade 
Unknown,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 

Total 


39 


11 


2 


95 


t  These  sloops  were  formerlj   the   United   Slates' 
Cirowlor  and  Eagle. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Long  twenty-four  pounders  - 
Long  eighteen  pounders 
Long  twelve  pounders  - 
Lorig  six  pounders 
Thirty-two  pound  carronades 
Twenty-pound  carronades     - 
Eighteen  pound  carronades  - 
Eighteen  p)ound  columbiad    - 


-  30 

7 

-  16 

-  5 

-  13 

-  6 

-  17 

-  1 


Total  guns 95 

THOMAS  MACDONOUGH. 


Uniteo  States'  brig  Eagle, 

Plattsburg,  Sept.  12,  1814. 
Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  all  ray  oflS- 
cers  and  men  acted  bravely,  and  did  their  duty  in 
the  battle  of  ye«;terday  with  the  enemy. 

I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  making  a  more  par- 
ticular representation  of  the  respective  merits  of 
my  gallant  officers  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  HENLEY. 

P.  S. — We  had  thirty-nine  round  shot  in  our 
hull,  (mostly  twenty-four  pounders,)  four  in  our 
lower  masts,  and  we  were  well  peppered  with 
grape. 

I  enclose  my  boatswain's  report.  R.  H. 


U.  S.  schooner  Ticonderoga, 

Plattsburg  Bay,  Sept.  12,  1814. 
Sir:  It  is  wiih  pleasure  I  state  that  every  offi- 
cer and  man  under  my  command  did  their  duty 
yesterday.     Yours   respectfully, 

STEPHEN  CASSIN,  Lf.  Comdt. 
Com.  T.  Macdonouoh. 


U.  S.  SHIP  Saratoga, 
Off  Plattshnrg,  Sept.  15,  1814. 
Sir:  As  Providence  has  given  into  my  com- 
mand the  squadron  on  Lake  Champlain,  of  which 
you  were  (after  the  fall  of  Captain  Downie)  the 
commanding  officer,  I  beg  you  will,  after  the  able 
conflict  you  sustained,  and  evidence  of  determined 
valor  you  evinced,  on  board  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's brig  Linnet,  until  the  necessity  of  her  sus- 
render,  accept  of  your  enclosed  parole,  not  to  serve 
against  the  United  States,  or  their  dependencies, 
until  regularly  exchanged.     I  am,  &c. 

THO.MAS  MACDONOUGH. 
Captain  PaiNo,  lioyal  Navy. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  EPERVIER. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  on  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber 1814.J 

Navv  Department,  October  3,  1814. 
Sib:  Agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  the  hon- 
or to  enclose  copies  of  the  official  account  and 
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<)t{i  t  papers  r^ilating  to  the  capture  of  the  enemy's 
sdcK  ft  of  war  ijlpervier,  on  the  29th  April  last,  by 
t^e  ^n'tetl  States  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  cora- 
liiii  i^ed  by  Captain  WarringioD. 
,  (  ithe  relattve  force,  and  comparatire  effect  of 
tie  jfre  of  the  con)batan(s,  and  the  speedy  lermi- 
DAtJL^  of  the  contest,  though  protracted  by  the 
eati  ^loss  of  tiie  Peacock's  fore  yard,  be  taken  as 
lh<^  iliierion,  tiien  does  it  display  a  steady  valor 
anJ  -fjperior  sl^ill  on  the  part  of  the  commander. 
offi(  tfs,  and  crew,  of  the  Peacock,  which  may 
fair,  ^challengf  any  single  action  on  record. 
i  *.  ^^®  *^®  honor  (o  be,  very  respectfully,  sir. 
^Vfybedient  Kervant. 

I    ;'  W.JONES. 

5I>)|3.Chabu:9  Tait, 

*    f*  Chairmnn  \ara2  Committee. 


more  particularly  so,  as  we  found  khe  bad  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  specie 
which  we  soon  transferred  to  this  sloop.     Every 
officer,  seaman,  and  marine,  did  his  duty,  which 
is  the  highest  compliment  I  can  pay  them! 
I  am.  respectfully. 

L.  WARRINGTON. 


J-.  V-  S.  SLOOP  Pbacock,  at  bea. 

^t.  27°  47,'  Lon^r,  80"  9,'  April  29,  1814. 
;  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we 
his  moruing  captured,  after  an  action  of 
fort|nwo  minutes.  His  Britannic  Majesty's  brig 
EptHier.rating  and  mounting  eighteen  thirty-two 
poujj  carronades,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
ei^h|  joen,  of  whom  eight  were  killed  and  fifteen 
*ouL|ed,  (acciirding  to  the  best  information  we 
coulii  .obtain.)  ',  Among  the  latter  is  her  first  lieu- 
tepciiL  who  hae  lost  an  arm  and  received  a  se- 
T«rrewblinter  W(jund  on  the  hip.  Not  a  man  in 
il^  ff*cock  wis  killed,  and  only  two  wounded, 
n«itli,v  dangercAisly  so. 

•  TIm  fate  of  ihe  Epervier  would  have  been  de- 
termined in  much  les?  time  but  for  the  circum- 
st*n'v(of  our  fire  yard  being  totally  disabled  by 
two  f  Kind  shot.in  the  starboard  quarter,  from  her 
fiwt  lij^oadside.  which  entirely  deprived  as  of  the 
u^eci^ur  fore  and  fore-topsails,  and  compelled  us 
tak^fi)  the  ship  large  throughout  the  remainder 
of  tl^ction.  This,  with  a  lew  topmast  and  top- 
gall;*?,  back-siiays  cut  away,  and  a  few  shot 
ihroiih  our  s;iils,  is  the  only  injury  the  Pea- 
cockl^as  sustained.  Not  around  shot  touched 
oqrf«ll;  our  i:nasts  and  spars  areas  sound  as 
e^erf.^  When  tlje  enemy  struck,  he  had  five  feet 
w;itr^xin  bis  hold,  bis  main  topmast  was  over  the 
side.|>iis  main  Fjoora  shot  away,  his  foremast  cut 

'in  two,  c<nd  tottering,  his  fore  rigging 
st-yif  ^ot  away>  his  bowsprit  badly  woundecl]  and 


side.Ciis  1  ^,     -   w„. 

°^rF/in  two,  ynd  tottering,  h'ls  fore  rigging  and 
st-yi,  ^ot  away>  his  bowsprit  badly  woundeJ^  and 
foftylfive  shot  Uoles  in  his  hull,  twenty  of  which 
W2rt,irithin  a  j'oot  of  his  water  line  above  and 
beJo\J^  By  great  exertions,  we  got  her  in  sailing 
orde>4ust  as  dark  came  on. 

?n  jjteen  mu.utes  after  the  enemy  struck,  the 
Pqac^^tk  was  r^ady  for  another  action,  in  every 
re;pev(  but  her  fore-yard,  which  was  sent  down, 
fi5|ieij,;9nd  had  che  fore-sail  set  again  in  forty-five 
mlnii^s.  Such  was  the  spirit  and  activity  of  our 
ga|!a|-}crew. 

TU')  Epervier  had  under  her  convoy  an  Eng- 
lisii  lijrmaphrodite  brig,  a  Russian  anil  Spanish 
brig^vifhich  all  hauled  their  wind,  and  stood  to 
tho  Slfi.  E.  I  iiad  determined  upon  pursuing  the 
forptV  but  found  that  it  would  not  answer  to 
leasvebar  prize  in  her  then  crippled  state,  and  the 


Savan.nah.  May  4,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  being  able  to 
report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  Peacock  at  this 
anchorap  to-day,  and  also  the  arrival  of  the  Eper- 
vier on  Monday  last. 

I  have  now  to  detail  to  you  the  reason  of  our 
separation.     We  made  sail,  as  mentioned  in  my 
last,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th.     The  next  after- 
noon we  were,  at  half  past  five,  abreast  the  centre 
of  Amelia  island,  with  the  vessel  in  sK^ht  over  the 
land,  when  two  large  ships,  which  had*  been  some 
lime  previous  a  lutle   to  the  northward  of  the 
island,  were  clearly  ascertained  to  be  frigates,  and 
in  chase  of  us.     In  this  situation,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Lieutenant  Nicholson.  I  took  out  all  but 
himself  and  Mxteen  officers  and  men,  and  stood 
to  the  southward  along  shore  on  a  wind,  leaving 
him  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  for  St.  Mary's  • 
which  place  I  felt  confident  he  would  reach,  as  the' 
weather  frigate  was  in  chase  of  the  Peacock,  and 
the  other  was  too  far  to  leeward  to  letcJi   hira. 
At  nine  we  lost  sight  of  the  chaser,  but  continued 
standing  all  night  to  the  southward,  in  hopes  to 
get  entirely  clear  of  him.     At  daylight  we  short- 
ened  sail  and  stood  to  the  northward,  and  again 
made  the  frigate  ahead,  who  gave  chase  a  second 
time,  which  he  continued  until  two  P.  M.,  when 
finding,  he  could  not  come  up,  he  desisted.     Iii 
the  evening  we  resumed  our  course,  and  saw  noth- 
ing until  daylight  on  Tuesday  morning,  when  a 
large  ship  (supposed  to  be  the  same)  was  again 
seen  in  chase  of  us.  and  was  again  run  out  of 
sight. 

This  morning,  at  half  past  three,  we  made  Ty- 
bee  light,  and  at  hall  past  eight  anchored  near  the 
United  States'  ship  Adams.  As  the  enemy  is 
hovering  close  to  St.  Mary's,  I  concluded  that  he 
had  received  information  of,  and  was  waitincr  to 
intercept  us.  Accordingly  we  steered  for  "this 
place,  where  we  received  intelligence  of  the  Eper- 
vier's  arrival,  after  frightening  off  a  launch  which 
was  sent  from  the  enemy's  ship  to  leeward  on 
Saturday  evening,  to  cut  him  off  from  the  land. 

From  the  1st  of  April  to  the  24th,  we  saw  but 
one  neutral  and  two  privateers,  both  of  which  we 
chased  without  overhauling,  although  we  run  one 
amoDgit  the  shoals  of  Cape  Canaveral,  and  fol- 
lowed him  into  four  fathoms  water.  We  have 
been  to  the  southward  as  far  as  the  Great  Isaacs ; 
and  have  cruised  from  thence  to  Maramlla  reef 
and  aloag  the  Florida  shore  to  Cape  Canaveral ' 
Not  a  single  running  vessel  has  been  through  the 
Gulf  in  alt  this  time.  The  fleet  sails  from  Ja- 
maica under  the  convoy  of  a  seventy-four,  two 
frigates,  and  two  sloops,  from  the  1st  to  the  10th 
May.  They  are  so  much  afraid  of  our  cruisers, 
that  several  ships  in  the  Havana,  ready  for  sea, 
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which  mtended  to  run  it,  (as  it  is  called,)  were 
forced  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  from 
Jamaica. 

The  Epervier  and  her  convoy  were  the  first 
English  vessels  we  had  seen. 

We  shall  proceed  in  the  further  execution  of 
your  instructions  as  soon  as  we  can  get  a  fore- 
yard,  provisions,  and  water. 

The  Epervier  is  one  of  their  finest  brigs  and  is 
well  calcuUted  for  our  service.  She  sails  ex- 
tremely fast,  and  will  require  but  little  to  send  her 
to  sea,  as  her  armament  and  stores  are  complete. 

I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  brig's  crew,  as  accu- 
rately as  we  can  get  it.     I  am,  respectfully. 

L.  WARRINGTON. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  \ary. 


United  States  ship  Peacock, 

Savannah,  May  5,  1614. 

Sir  :  As  my  letter  of  yesterday  was  too  late  for 
the  mail.  I  address  you  again,  in  the  performance 
of  a  duty  which  is  pleasing  and  gratifying  to  me 
in  a  high  degree. and  is  but  doing  justice  to  the  mer- 
its of  the  deserving  officers  under  my  command, 
of  whom  (  have  hitherto  refrained  from  speaking, 
as  I  considered  it  most  correct  to  make  it  the  sub- 
ject of  a  particular  communication. 

To  the  unwearied  and  indefatigable  attention 
of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  (first,)  in  organizing 
and  training  the  crew,  the  success  of  this  action 
IS,  in  a  great  measure,  to  be  attributed.  I  have 
confided  greatly  in  him.  and  have  never  found 
my  confidence  misplaced  ;  for  judgment,  coolness, 
and  decision,  in  times  of  difficulty,  few  can  sur- 
pass him.  This  is  the  second  action  in  which  he 
has  been  engaged  this  war,  and  in  both  he  has  been 
successful.  His  greatest  pride  is  to  earn  a  com- 
mander's position,  by  fighting  for  instead  of  beir- 
inir  It. 

From  Lieutenant  Henley,  (second.)  and  Lieu- 
tenant Voorhees.  (acting  third,  who  has  also  been 
twice  successfully  engaged,)  I  received  every  as- 
sistance that  zeal,  ardor,  and  experience,  could 
afford. 

The  fire  from  their  two  divisions  was  terrible, 
and  directed  with  the  greatest  precision  and  cool- 
ness. In  Sailingmaster  Percival.  whose  great 
wish  and  pride  it  is  to  obtain  a  lieutenant's  com- 
mission, and  whose  unremitting  and  constant  at- 
tention to  duty,  added  to  hi^  professional  know- 
ledge, entitles  him  to  it,  in  my  opinion,  I  found 
an  able  as  w.'ll  as  willing  assistant.  He  handled 
the  ship  as  if  he  had  been  working  her  into  a 
roadstead.  Mr.  David  Cole,  acting  carpenter,  I 
have  also  found  such  an  able  and  valuable  man 
in  his  occupation,  that  I  must  request,  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  that  he  may  receive  a  warrant: 
for  I  feel  confident  that,  to  his  uncommon  exertion, 
we,  in  a  great  measure,  owe  the  getting  of  our 
prize  into  port.  From  11  A.  M.  until  6  P.  M.  he 
was  over  her  side,  stopping  shot  holes,  on  a  gra- 
ting ;  and  when  the  ordinary  resources  failed  of 
success,  his  skill  soon  supplied  him  with  efficient 
ones.  Mr.  Philip  Myers,  master's  mate,  has  also 
conducted   himself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  war- 


rant my  recommendation  of  him  as  a  master  ;  he 
is  a  seaman,  navigator,  and  officer,  his  family  in 
New  York  is  respectable,  and  he  would  prove  an 
acquisition  to  the  service.  My  clerk.  Mr.  J.  S. 
Townsend.  is  anxious  to  obtain,  through  my 
means,  a  midshipman's  warrant,  and  has  taken 
pains  to  qualify  himself  for  it.  by  volunteering, 
and  constantly  performing  a  midshipman's  duty  ; 
indeed  I  have  but  little  use  for  a  clerk,  and  he  is  as 
great  a  proficient  as  any  of  the  young  midshipmen  ; 
the  whole  of  whom  behaved  in  a  manner  that  was 
pleasing  to  me.  and  must  be  gratifying  to  you,  as 
It  gives  an  earnest  of  what  they  will  make  in 
time.  Three  only  have  been  lo  sea  before,  and 
one  only  in  a  man  of  war,  yet  were  they  as  much 
at  home,  and  as  much  disposed  to  exert  them- 
selves, as  any  officer  of  the  ship.  Lieutenant 
Nicholson  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of 
Messrs.  Greeves  and  Rodgers.  midshipmen,  who 
were  in  the  prize  with  him. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  sir.  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  L.  WARRINGTON. 

Hon.  William  Jo.ves, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  REINDEER  AND  OTHER 
VESSELS,  BY  THE  WASP. 

[Conamunicated  to  the  Senate,  October  17,  1814.] 
Com.mittee  Room,  Oct.  13,  1814. 
Sir:  In  order  that  Congress  may  proceed  in 
the  agreeable  duty  of  bestowing  suitable  honors 
and  rewards  on  those  gallant  men  whose  noble 
achievements  have  already  so  signally  distin- 
guished themselves  and  their  country  during  this 
war,  1  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  on  the  part  of*  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  you  will  transmit  all  the 
information  in  possession  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, relating  to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Reindeer  by  the  American  sloop  of  war 
Wasp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

C.  TAIT,  Chairman. 
Hon.  Wm.  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Depart.ment.  Oct.  15,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  the 
documents  received  at  this  Department  from  the 
Commander  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
Wasp,  relative  to  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  enemy's  sloop  of  war  Reindeer,  on  the  28th 
of  June  last,  after  a  brilliant  action  of  nineteen 
minutes,  which  was  terminated  by  boarding,  in 
gallant  and  decisive  style,  having  repulsed  the 
enemy  in  repeated  and  vigorous  attempts  to  board 
the  Wasp.  All  that  skill  and  valor  could  do  was 
done  quickly,  and  less  it  was  certain  would  not 
be  done.     I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

W.  JONES. 

Hon.  Charles  Tait. 

Chairman  Naval  Committee. 
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United  States  Ship  Wasp, 

L'Orient,July  8,1814. 
I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  the 
fial  of  th^  ship  to  day  at  this  place.     By  the 
'4  who  carried  us  out  of  Portsraouth.  N.  H.,  I 
.tthe  satisCaction  to  make  you  acquainted  wi(h 
outjhavinff   feft   that   place,  and   again  had  the 
pljMiure  of  addressing  you  by  the  French  nation- 
•1  Mig  Ohve.'and  which   was  the  first  vessel  we 
hf^|^poken  siiice  our  departure  from  the  United 
Sl.i's.     Froiii  the  time  of  our  sailin^j  I  contin- 
ue; io  follow  the  route  pointed  out  in  your  in- 
|t«Mtions  until  our  arrival  at  this  place,  during 
Wli  J  h  we  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  makesev- 
■VTt  .  .aptures,  a  list  of  which  will  accompany  this. 
TUK'  with  their  cargoes,  were  wholly  destroyed, 
will. one  exception;  this  was  the  galliot  Henri- 
<ittii   fvhich  was  permitted  to  return  with  thepris- 
<inf-  'I,  thirty-tight  in  number,  after  throwing  over- 
ho^   \  the  greater  part  of  her  cargo,  leaving  only 


every  wish.  Sailingmaster  Carr  is  also  entitled 
to  great  credit  for  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which 
he  discharged  his  various  duties. 

The  cool  and  patient  conduct  of  every  officer 
and  man,  while  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  shifting 
gun  of  the  enemy,  and  without  an  opportunity  of 
returning  it,  could  alone  be  equalled  by  the  ani- 
mation and  ardor  exhibited  when  actually  en- 
gaged, or  by  tne  promptitude  and  firmness  with 
which  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  board  was 
met  and  successfully  repelled.  Such  conduct 
may  be  seen,  but  cannot  well  be  described. 

The  Reindeer  mounted  sixteen  twenty-four 
pound  carronades.  two  long  six  or  nine  pounders 
and  a  shifting  twelve  pound  carronade;  with  a 
complement  on  board  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
men;  her  crew  were  said  to  be  the  pride  of  Ply- 
mouth. ' 

Our  loss  in  men  has  been  severe,  owing,  in  part 
to  the  proximity  of  the  two  vessels,  and'ihe  ex- 


«isal|ciency    to   ballast   her.     When  arrived  on  ""erne  smoothness  of  the  sea.  but  chieflv  in  rerx.!! 


Quj-  ;|uising  ground,  I  found  it  impossible  to  main- 
toijf  ^nything  like  a  station,  and  was  led  in  chase 
far|i|,^r  up  the  English  Channel  than  was  intend- 
eili|»\fter  arriving  on  soundings,  the  number  of 
d:^4)|iIs  which  are  now  passing  us  kept  us  almost 
co^j^Jintly  in  pursuit.    It  gives  me  much  pleasure 
t9  IfL.e  to  you  the  very  healthy  condition  of  the 
cre^^f  the  Wasp  during  the  cruise;  sometimes 
w,itiv.4Jt  one  on  the  sick  list,  and  at  no  time  any 
^hj'ti'mained  ihere  more  than  a  few  days.  Great 
praL^  is  due  ttf  Dr.  Clark  for  his  skill  and  atten- 
tiorj  at  all  time...  but  particularly  after  the  action 
witi   ihe   ReiiiiJeer;   his  unwearied  assiduity  to 
the;  :|cessities  of  the  wounded  was  highly  con- 
apioi  |u 
;T, 

WOl^i 


ing  boarders.     That  of  the  enemy,  however   was 
infinitely  more  so,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides. 

Six  round  shot  struck  our  hull,  and  many  Trape 
which  did  not  penetrate  far.  The  foremast  re- 
ceived a  twenty-four  pound  shot,  which  passed 
through  Its  centre,  and  our  risgiug  and  sails  were 
a  good  deal  injured. 

The  Reindeer  was  literally  cut  to  pieces,  in  a 
line  with  her  ports;  her  upper  works,  boats,  and 
spare  spars,  were  one  complete  wreck.  A  breeze 
springing  up  next  afternoon,  her  foremast  went 
by  the  board. 

Having  received  all  the  prisoners  on  board, 
which,  from  the  number  of  the  wounded,  occu- 


•  •  "...i.11,  iiuiii  iiie  numoer  oi   tne  wounded,  occu- 

ship  IS  aji  present  under  quarantine,  but  we    P'cd  much  time,  together  with  tlieir  bapffaTe  the 


to  be  reljfased  from  it  to-morrow,  when  the 
.^    ed  will  t>  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  every 
cxe^L#n  made  ^o  prepare  the  Wasp  for  sea. 
■*.M  have  tl^e  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

J.  BLAKELEY. 


I:T 


,K^li.   WlLLIiJM  J0NE8. 


;ti        UniJed  States  Ship  Wasp. 
JU    ^  ;  /.' Orient,  July  8.  1 S 1 4. 

P\tii  On  Ti^psday,  the  28th  ultimo,  bein<T  in 
lavit!*J?  AS"  36^  |^forth  and  longitude  11°  15'  West, 
w*  IW  in  with:  engaged,  and  after  an  action  of 
Dinef>|nm  in  utejscamured.HisBritannic  Majesty's 
sIoojl|,f  war  the  Reiudeer.  William  Manners, 
E3q;.^3mmandt.«r.  Annexed  are  the  minutes  of 
our  ;>jceedmgs  on  that  day,  prior  to,  and  during 
thf  (,t|tinuance;of,  the  action. 

VM^re  all  did  their  duty,  and  eath  appeared 
aniijjij  to  excel,  it  is  very  difficult  to  discrimi- 
nate.t|^t  is,  howiever,  only  rendering  them  their 
merivfij  due.  whrn  it  is  declared  of  Lieutenant 
Reill*jjind  Barry,  first  and  third  of  this  vessel, 
and  >^!^se  nam»ls  will  be  found  among  those  of 
Ihe  c*fij|]uerors  of  the  Guerriere  and  the  Java,  and 
of  Mj|frillinghafct,  second  Lieutenant,  who  was 
greaiife.instrumefital  in  the  capture  of  the  Boxer, 
ihat  i^^ir  conduQt  and  courage,  on  this  occasion.' 
lulgltvjj   the    highest  expectation,   and  gratified 

'  Ti 


Reindeer  was,  on  the  evening  of  the  29ih,Vi  on 
nre,  and  in  a  lew  hours  blew  up. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,   very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

H       w  ,  -^   CLAKELEY. 

Won.  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


MinuteM  of  the  action  between  the  United  States  thip 
^\ajipand  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Reindeer 
on  the  imth  June.  1814.     Latitude  48°  W  North 
Longitude  11°  16'  West. 

At  four  A.  M.  light  breezes  and  cloudy.     At  a 
quarter  after  four  discovered  two  sail,  two  points 
belore  the  lee  beam  ;  kept  away  in  chase;  shortly 
a.ter  discovered  one  sail  on   the  weather  beam 
a  tered  the  course,  and   hauled   by  the  wind    iri 
chase  of  the  sail  to  windward.     At  eight  the  sail 
to  windward  bore  E.  N.  E.,  wind  very  light:  at 
ten  the  strange  sail,  bearing  E.  by  N..  hoisted  an 
ii-nglish  ensign  and  pennant,  and  displayed  a  sig- 
nal at  the  main  (blue  and   yellow  diagonally  ) 
Meridian,  light  airs  and  cloudy  ;  at  a  quarter  pLt 
twelve  P.  M.  the  enemy  showed  a  blue  and  white 
flag,  diagonally,  at  the  fore,  and  fired  a  gun  :  one 
hour  fifteen  minutes  called  all  hands  to  quarters, 
and  prepared   for  action;  one   hour  twenty-two 
minutes,  believing  we  could  weather  the  enemy 
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tacked  ship,  and  stood  for  him  ;  one  hour  fifty 
minutes,  the  enemy  tacked  ship  and  stood  from 
us;  one  hour  fifty-six  minutes  hoisted  our  colors, 
and  fired  a  gun  to  windward,  which  was  answer- 
ed by  the  enemy  with  another  to  windward;  two 
hours  twenty  minutes,  the  enemy  still  standing 
from   us,  set  the   royals;  two  hours  twenty-five 
minutes  set  the  flying  jib;  two  hours  twenty-nine 
minutes  set  the  upper  staysails;  two  hours  thir- 
ty-two minutes,  the  enemy  having  tacked  for  us, 
took  in  the  staysails;  two  hours  forty-seven  min- 
utes furled  the  royals;  two  hours  fifty-one  min- 
utes, seeing   that   the  enemy   would   be  able   to 
weather  u.f,  tacked  ship;  three  hours  three  min- 
utes the  enemy  hoisted  his  flying  jib  ;  brailed  up 
our  mizzen  ;  three  hours  fifteen  minutes  the  ene- 
my on  our   weather  quarter,  distant  about  sixty 
yards,  fired  his  shifting  gun,  a  twelve  pound  car- 
ronade, at  us,  loaded  with  round  and  grape  shot, 
from  his  top-gallant  forecastle;  three  hours  sev- 
eoteen    minutes    fired    the   .same    gun   a   second 
time;  three  hours  nineteen  minutes  fired  it  a  third 
time;  three    hours    twenty-one    minutes    fired  a 
fourth   time;  three  hours  twenty-four  minutes  a 
fifth  shot,  all   from   the  same  gun.     Finding  the 
enemy  did  not  get  sufiiciently  on  the  beam  to  ena- 
ble us  to  bring  our  guns  to  bear,  put  the  helm  a 
lee,  and  at   twenty-six   minutes  alter  three  com- 
menced the  action   with  the  after  carronade,  on 
the  starboard  side,  and  fired  in  succession;  three 
hours  thirty-five  minutes  hauled  up  the  mainsail; 
three  hours  forty  minutes,  the  enemy  having  his 
larboard  bow  in  contact  with  our  larboard  quarter, 
endeavored  to  board  us.  but  was  repulsed  in  every 
attempt ;  at  three  hours  forty-four  minutes  orders 
Were  given  to  board  in  turn,  which  were  promptly 
executed,  when  all  resistance  immediately  ceased  ; 
and  at  three  hours  forty-five  minutes  the  enemy 
hauled  down  his  flag. 

J.  BLAKELEY. 


United  States  Ship  Wasp, 

L'Orient.July  \^,\8H. 
Sir:  After  the  capture  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's sloop  of  war  the  Reindeer,  it  was  my  wish 
to  have  continued  the  cruise,  as  directed  by  you. 
I  was.  however,  necessitated  to  relinquish  this 
desire,  after  a  few  days,  from  a  consideration  for 
the  wounded  of  our  crew,  whose  wounds  had.  at 
this  season,  become  oflensive  and  aggravated,  by 
the  number  of  prisoners  on  board  at  the  time,  be- 
ing seventy-seven  in  number.  Fearing,  from  the 
crowded  slate  of  the  Wasp,  that  some  valuable 
lives  might  be  lost  if  retained  on  board,  I  was 
compelled,  though  with  reluctance,  to  make  the 
first  neutral  por'.  Those  belonging  to  the  Rein- 
deer, who  were  dangerously  wounded,  were  put 
on  board  a  Portuguese  brig,  bound  to  England, 
three  dayy  after  the  action,  and  from  the  winds 
which  prevailed  arrived,  probably,  in  two  or  three 
days  after  their  departure.  Their  surgeon,  the 
Captain's  clerk,  with  the  Captain's  and  oflicers' 
servants,  with  the  crew  of  the  Orange  Bovcn. 
were  put  on  board  the  same  vessel,  to  attend  upon 
them.     Since  our  arrival  at  this  place  we  hare 


experienced  every  ciyility  from  the  public  au- 
thorities; our  quarantine  was  only  for  a  few 
hours;  and  our  wounded,  fourteen  in  number, 
were  yesterday  carried  to  the  hospital,  where  they 
are  very  comfortably  situated.  Our  foremast, 
though  badly  wounded,  can  be  repaired,  and  will 
be  taken  on  shore  as  soon  as  possible.  All  the 
other  damages  sustained  can  be  repaired  by  our- 
selves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BLAKELEY. 
Hon.  William  Jones. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


List  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on  board  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  slwtp  of  war  the  Heindeer,  in  action  tnih 
the  United  States'  sloop  of  war  the  Wasp,  on  the 
28th  June,  1814. 

Killed. — William  Manners.  Esq.,  commander; 
John  Thomas  Barton,  purser ;  James  Humphreys, 
quartermaster;  John  Elly,  armorer;  Chas.  Price, 
ropemaker ;  George  Gibson,  captain  mast ;  Zenas 
Swift,  seaman;  George  Sorlic,  seaman;  Samuel 
Laver,  seaman  ;  Bartholomew  Johnson,  seaman  ; 
Thomas  Bassett,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Isles, 
ordinary  seaman;  Robert  Smith,  ordinary  sea- 
man ;  James  Foreman,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Patrick 
Sherry,  landsman;  John  Maguire,  landsman; 
William  Lee,  landsman  ;  Collisters  Glynn,  boy. 
2d  class;  Samuel  Probert.  boy,  2d  class;  Patrick 
Sharkey,  boy.  2d  class;  Edward  McGrath,  boy, 
3d  class;  John  Roomer,  private;  James  Allen, 
private;  Tliomas  Musto,  private;  John  Guest, 
private. 

Hounded. — *Thomas  Chambers,  first  lieuten- 
ant, severely;   *Richard   Johns,  master,  danger- 
ously; *Ferguson  Mason, quartermaster, severely; 
•Joshua   Carson,    captain    forecastle,    severely; 
*Thomas    Williams,  captain   forecastle,  danger- 
ously ;  *James  Candy,  landsman,  severely ;  *John 
Williamson,  carpenter's  crew,  severely  ;  *Thos, 
Clements,  seaman,  severely  ;  *Richard  Shippard, 
ordinary  seaman,  severely;  *Joseph  Waller,  sea- 
man, dangerously ;  *Robert   To!e,  seaman,  dan- 
gerously;   *Thomas   Home,   seaman,   severely; 
*Jaines  Wallace,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously; 
*David  Livingston,  seaman,  severely ;  •Alexan- 
der Stupo,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously;  *Thos. 
Bell,  first,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  *Nicholas 
Birmingham,    ordinary    seaman,    dangerously ; 
•William   Williams,   boy,  second  class,  danger- 
ously; •John  Watley,  private, severely  ;* William 
Wyley,corpofal. severely;  *Wm.Gurarty, private, 
severely;  *  William  Waikins,  private,  severely; 
*Tho«.  Mitchell,  boy,  third  class,  severely ;  *Daniei 
Byrne,  private,  severely;  *Thomas  Marsh,  ser- 
geant, not  very  badly  wounded,  but  permitted  to 
proceed  in  consequence  o(  the  representation,  and 
by  the  request,  of  the  surgeon  of  the  Reindeer; 
Matthew  Mitchell,  master's  mate,  slightly  ;  Henry 
Hardiiiian,  midshipman,  slightly;  James  Legg, 
boatswain,  slightly;  John   Siimson,  quartermas- 
ter's mate,  slightly;  William  Clark,  cock,  slight- 
ly ;    John    Johnson,  carpenter's  crew,   slightly; 
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L^J  of  kilka 
;  |Hai£f'  sioop 
;  ({vi/.,  comrn 
■:  )*taictt\j's  si 


|liam  Bruce,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly  ;  Ben- 
iin     Rufus,    captain    foretop,    slightly;    John 
imble.  seaman,  slightly;  William  Townholm. 
eiian.    slightly;    William   Caldwell,   seaman, 
gerously.  (since  dead  ;)  Archibald  Adams,  or- 
,  -,wi»ry  seaman,  dangerously,  (since  dead  ;)  Rich- 
;  a;^i  Hornby,  seaman,  slightly  ;  Daniel  Hart,  boy. 

•  :tti  ^lass    ^-lightly;  William    Ratclift,   private; 
•jt^htly;  Thomas  Major,  private,  severely  ;  Rich- 

iButler,  captain  alter  guard,  slightly. 
tilled. — 25. 

;    I rcmncfcti— Dangerously  10  j  severely  17;  and 

s!:  fitly  15. 

JoTK.— Tho«e  marked  thu«  (•)  were,  in  conse- 

q'i  ijice  of  the  severity  and  extent  of  their  wounds,  put 

or;  ioard  a  Portuguest  brig,  called  the  Lisbon  Packet, 

oi^  iJie   third   day  after   the   action,  to  wit,  the   let  of 

•h  V  bound  to  Plymouth.  England. 

\  J  : 

of  kilkd  and  wounded  on   board  the   lotted 

-'"'  sioop  of  war  the  Watp,  Johmton  BlakeUy, 

commander,  in   action   with  His  Britannic 

tajettys  sloop-of-war  the   Reindeer,  on  the  2Hlh 

•  l/^itf,   1814. 

JjKUied.—T^moihy  Stevens,  seaman;  Thomas 
iS4\ghi,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Thomas  R.  Teel.  sea- 
n(5'<i| ;  John  Brown,  second,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Jo- 
s^kj^  Vorse.  ordinary  seaman. 

^r/ounded.-^HearY  S.  Langdon,  midshipman, 
dajigerously;  Frank  Toscan,  midshipman,  dan- 
gf|(jusly;  John  Sweet,  master's  mate,  slightly; 
U|aiam  Thqmps.jn,  boatswain's  mate,  severely  • 
Jc44  Dick,  r^uarterraaster,  severely;  Nathaniel 
i5{.,.<Qraon.  seaman,  severely  ;  Jotham  Perkins 
st^^I(»an.  dangerously,  (since  dead  :)  William" 
ITt^toii,  seaqhan,  slightly;  Charles  Green,  dan- 
gvf  jusly,  (.icjce  dead;)  Charles  Clinton, seaman 
V'*5"J  ;  Andrew  Passenger,  seaman,  severely  • 
Jj>^a  Rowe,  sfeaman.  slightly;  Joseph  Atkins,  sea- 
TC^i.  dangerously,  (since  dead;)  Robert  Lowther 
s<*4,,ian  slightly  ;  Merrel  Roberts,  seaman,  slight- 
4)j;:Kobert  Jarvis,  ordinary  seaman,  severely 
Kt4*y  Herbert,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously  ': 
PliK  ^^'^^^^'-  ordinary  seaman,  severely  ;  John 

hniru"^?°-^^^'"^^y'***"^a"-  dangerously;  Ca- 
^.jlVheedenj  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  John 
'^n,.   5^'  ''a^erouslv,  (since  dead.) 
ktued. — 5. 

.    |*jau;7(/e</-,Dangerousiy  8  ;  severely  7  ;  slight- 
iy.if  j-21.        5  ■'     '     o 


OflSce,  in  consequence  of  the  late  incursion  of  the 

enemy,  you  are  informed  that  no  oflBcial  books 

and  papers  are  lost,  belonging  to  the  Department 

in  consequence  of  the  late  incursion.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  your  obedient  servant 

R.  J.  MEIGS,  Jr., 

Postmaster  General. 
Hon.  the  Speaker 

tfthe  House  of  Representatives. 


Navy  Department,  Oct.  27.  1814. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  hon- 
orable House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the 
24th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  report : 

That  the  whole  of  the  official  books,  papers 
trophies,  and  effects,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  eicept  the  furniture  of  the  office 
were  preserved  from  loss  or  injury  by  the  late  in- 
cursion of  the  enemy,  and  are  now  entire;  and 
that  all  the  official  books  and  papers,  in  the  office 
of  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy,  have  been  pre- 
served, except  those  official  papers  relative  to  ac- 
counts settled  and  transmuted  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully    Mr 
your  obedient  servant,  ' 

u         u    c,  ^    JONES. 

Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  Hmise  of  Representatives. 


b|a1ks  ank  papers  destroyed  by  the 

\^\         C0XFL.\GRAT10N  IN  1814. 

(CkK-mumcate^  to  the  Houae,  October  26,  29,  Novem- 
:  j   I  \»  1.  II,  and  17,  1814.] 

I  j   I  \       Ge.neral  Po3t  Office, 

i  H  Oc/o6er  25.  1814. 

y^i^'  ^°  co'^P'tance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
ajjije  of  Renresentatives,  on  the  subject  of  in- 
toi^ijilion  relative  to  the  destruction  of  official 
and  papers  belonging  to  the  General  Post 


Navy  Department, 
Accountant's  Office,  Oct.  2G,  1814. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  relative 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of  the  official 
books  and  papers  in  the  respective  department* 
in  consequence  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy  in 
the  month  of  August,  1814,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  it  is  believed  that  all  the  official  books 
and  papers  in  this  office  were  saved.     I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  loss  of  a  single  book,  or  papers 
of  consequence  ;  but  I  have  understood  that  man  v 
of  our  official  papers,  relative  to  account,  settled 
and    transmitted    to    the    Treasury    Department 
were  destroyed.     What  effect  the  loss  rfiay^Ive' 
on  future  adjustments,  it   is   impossible  for   me 
to  say. 

With  great   respect.  I  have  the   honor  to  be 
your  obedient  servant.  ' 

Hon   Wm  I      THOMAS  TURNER. 

Hon.  William  Jonep. 

Treasury  Department, 
to  ^k   .  .  October  31.  1814. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 

Urv^of !h  't'"-  '^  '^'  '*'f  .'°^'»'^''  '^«  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  respectfully  reports: 

Ihai,  with   the  exception  of  some  old  letters 
from  the  collectors  of  the  customs  and  com  mis! 

no  lo":  ^of'^ffi"'  7l"'t^'  unimportant  documents, 
no  loss  of  official  books  or  papers  was  sustained 
in  his  particular  office  by  reason  of  the  incursion 
01  the  enemy  m  tne  month  of  August,  1814. 
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That  the  documents  herewith  transmitted,  and 
marked  A.  B.  C,  D.  E,  and  F,  contain  all  the  in- 
formation furnished  by  the  heads  of  the  several 
offices  attached  to  this  Department,  in  relation  to 
the  object  of  the  said  resolution,  and  are  prayed 
to  be  received  as  part  of  this  report. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A. 

Treasury  Department. 
Comptroller's  Office,  Oct.  28,  1614. 

Sir:  To  enable  you  to  cuinply  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  24th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  official 
books  and  papers  in  the  Treasury  Department,  I 
have  to  state,  that  all  the  official  books  and  pa- 
pers which  were  in  this  office  on  the  24th  of  Au- 
gust last,  the  da»'  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy 
into  this  city,  were  packed  up  and  removed  from 
the  Treasury,  and  have  all  since  been  returned, 
except  a  box  containing  brief  entries  of  accounts, 
and  another  containing  part  of  the  accounts  en- 
tered on  the  new  books  of  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1812. 
and  part  of  the  accounts  entered  on  the  old  books 
for  the  three  last  quarters  of  tiie  same  year. 

These  boxes,  it  is  suppo.'-ed.  have,  by  some 
means,  become  mixed  with  others  belonging  to 
some  other  of  the  departments;  and  although 
diligent  search  has  been  made  for  them  without 
effect,  I  do  not  yet  despair  of  tiieir  being  found. 

1  am,  sir.  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

NATHAN  LUFFBOROUGH, 

Acting  Comptroller. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


B. 

Treasury  Department, 
Auditor's  Office.  October  27,  1814. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  accom- 
panying a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  24th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  of  the  official  books  and  papers  in  the 
immediate  charge  of  this  office,  none  are  known 
to  have  been  destroyed  or  lost  "  in  consequence  of 
the  incursion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, 1814,"  excepting  only  a  set  of  the  printed 
journals  and  reports  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

R.  HARRISON. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  Treasury. 


liiformaUon  reapecting  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
Treasurer's  office,  requued  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  KepresentaUves,  passed  October  24,  1814. 

Treasurer's  Office.  Oct. 21, 1814. 
Legers,  journals,  remittance,  bank,  draft,  and 
other  books  generally  in  use  since  the  year   1810 


hare  been  preserved,  and  many  from  the  first 
establishment  of  the  Treasury,  particularly  all  the 
payments  and  receipts  on  account  of  the  Treas- 
ury, War.  and  Navy  Departments  from  their 
commencements.  All  the  warrants,  vouchers, 
and  unsettled  accounts  of  every  kind,  were  pre- 
served, except  a  few  accounts  and  warrants  which 
had  been  paid  in  July  last,  on  account  of  the  Pri- 
vateer Pension  Fund,  and  one  on  account  of  the 
seventh  article  of  the  British  treaty.  These  can 
easily  be  replaced,  the  vouchers  for  the  payments 
being  preserved. 

Many  of  the  books  and  papers  destroyed  were 
brought  from  Philadelphia,  and  very  few  would 
ever  have  been  wanted. as  all  the  accounts  of  thii 
office  are  adjusted  at  the  end  of  every  quarter, 
and  the  documents  accompany  the  accounts  to 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  are  afiewards  deposited  with  the  Re- 
gister. 

T.  T.  TUCKER. 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales. 


D. 

Treasury  Department. 
Revenue  Office.  October  26,  1814. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  slating,  in  compliance 
with  your  request,  that  no  official  books  or  papers 
belonging  to  this  office  were  destroyed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
month  of  August,  1814. 

I  am.  with  great  re.«pect. 

S.  SMITH, 
CommW  of  the  Revenue, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  Treasury. 


E. 

Treasury  Depart-ment. 
Register's  Office.  October  28,  1814. 

The  Register,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has  the  honor 
to  represent,  that  the  loss  of  books  and  papers  in 
relation  to  the  records  of  the  Treasury,  has.  in  a 
great  degree,  been  limited  to  those  of  minor  im- 
portance; and  that,  upon  the  late  incursion  of 
the  enemy,  all  the  essential  books  of  the  Treasury 
were  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 

That  to  comply  more  especially,  by  giving  a 
description  of  the  books  and  papers  which  were 
lost  on  that  occasion,  he  begs  leave  to  avail  him- 
self, by  referring  to  certain  papers  herewith  sub- 
joined, being  statements  made  by  the  clerks, 
respectively,  having  the  charge  of  the  principal 
books  and  records,  and  to  which  he  submits  the 
following  remarks. 

On  the  statements  A  and  B,  in  relation  to  the 
rincipal  books  and  records  of  the  revenues  of  the 
"nited  States: 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public  moneys, 
the  accounts  of  individual  collectors  of  the  rev- 
enue, and  of  all  public  agents  and  persons  ac- 
countable for  moneys  advanced  or  otherwise, 
were  preserved ;  and  thtit  such  as  were  lost  (the 
rery  bulky  and  numerous  settled  accounts  of  the 
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MiiT  and  Navy  Departments  excepted.)  were  con- 
i»i|fred   uniroportant,  compared   with    the   books 
81$!  records  which  were,  on  the  emergency,  re- 
r^iVyed,  and  ^hich  claimed  the  first   attention   of 
ifiVRegister.with  the  few  remaining  clerks,  who 
yi/'Ae  not  in  the  field  in  actual  military  service. 
i»1talement  C,  in  relation  to  the   public  debt  : 
|>Ui  this  branch   of  the   public   records,  nothing 
lilj^been  lost.ihat  it  is  presumed  can,  in  the  raos't 
rfej^o'e  degrt,e,  affect  the  interests  of  the  individ- 
MiQcrediiors,  or  the  United  States. 
;  i  *f  here  arisr  two  descriptions  of  records,  from 
tlif:  mode  adfjpted  at  the  Treasury,  of  a  quarter- 
>>*i^ly  setlleroenl  of  the  legers,  in  which  every 
iH)ti;vidual  creditor  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury 
•is  <?i:hibited  ;  the  first  of  these  are  old  legers  closed, 
a|i^put  awar  as  finished  ;  the  other,  those  which 
;a,(?Vjperative,  and  contain  the  names  of  existing 
<:|ifJitors,  the  sums  due  to  each,  and   periods  of 
:J%^f  est.     Th;e  journals  and  legers  of  the  first  de- 
is/.  ffj)tion  only  were  lost. 

I  ,i^  the  los&of  the  books  in  which  were  placed 
njy^Aerically  ijhe  old  cancelled    loan-office   certifi- 
,c^r*s;  the  ca;ncelled  army  certificates;   the  can- 
rcrR^d   final   •fetllement   certificates;   the  Register 
:r«.*A'ct fully  i^mark.s,  that  an   official  regist'er  of 
*^ti|ficates  of.  the  aforegoing  character  outstand- 
dn^.'and  whicih  remained  outstanding  under  each 
<U^i,  has  bee$  preserved  ;  and  that  to  this  register 
o^'ijtstandioijcerlificates  reference  has  frequently 
bftij  had  in  pases  where   petitions   for  payment 
hiV*  tieen  pri^sented    to  Congress;  so  that  it  is 
p<q.-.jjraed   no  f material   inconvenience  will  arise 
fr<^i)  the  des.^uction  of  those  which  have   been 
bijcji^ht  in  anj  satisfied, 
j  '.Ofi  the  maime  records  lost: 
'  •'jl|ie  record;,  arising  under  the  laws  in  relation 
icMje  registe,ing,  enrolling,  and  licensing  ships 
aijf>essels  oPthe  United  States,  being  duplicates 
tr|.|jrnitied   t»>  the  Treasury  by  the  district  col- 
le^4rs,  from  ;he  parsing  of  those  acts  in  the  year 
i^T4)  bound    yp   in    volumes  decripiive  of  their 
tfC^.Jents;   together  with  the  cancelled  registers. 
P4»(  iraents,  ajnd  licenses,  placed  numerically  in 
b^^  for  th«{ir^'Teception;  although   they   were 
a«t|oyed,  ye« their  loss,  it  is   presumed,  may  be 
^i^l^ied  in  ea5:h  port,  by  a  reference  to   the  cor- 
ie^|.9nding  records  in  the  office  of  each  collector  • 
*  nyae  which  It  IS  presumed   has   been   resorted 
to,'J4)m  the  circumstance  that,  comparatively  to 
lh'<4 J  extent,  Uw  applications  have  been  made  for 
(ieti^ied  cupie>  of  such  records  at  the  Treasury, 
lijspecifully  submitted,  by  your  most  obedient 
lost  humble  servant, 

JOS.  NOURSE.  Register. 
A.  J.  Dallas,  6'«c'ry  of  the  Treaa'y. 


revenues,  from  the  comraencemeot  to   the  ?e»r 
ISIO,  inclusive.  ^ 

The  export  books,  from  the  commencement  to 
the  year  1803,  inclusive. 

The  vouchers  and  documents  relative  to  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  collectors  of  the 
customs,  and  supervisors  of  the  internal  revenues 
and  direct  tax,  from  the  commencement  to  the 
year  1811,  inclusive. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the  general 
results  of  the  accounts  of  every  individual  collec- 
tor and  supervisor  throughout  the  Union,  as  set- 
tled at  the  Treasury,  being  exhibited  in  the  annual 
printed  statements  of  the  public  accounts,  the  loss 
above  enumerated  cannot  be  considered  as  essen- 
tial to,  or  in  any  way  likely  to  affect  the  settle- 
ment of  future  accounts,  arising  from  the  sources 
ol  revenue  before  stated ;  and,  further,  thai  all  the 
auditor  s  reports  and  statements  of  the  accounts 
ot  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  the  internal  rev- 
enue, aod  direct  tax.  from  their  commencement 
to  the  present  period,  have  been  saved. 

JOS.  DAWSON. 


lijsp 

^Oiiint 

1  fn. 

\ 

^cb  Hlule  of  the  I 
:  'ijtiasury  De[»a 


B. 

Of  the  books  and  paper«  relative  to  the  receipt*  and 
expenditures. 
Regi8teh'9  Office.  Oct.  5>6,  1814. 

The  principal  legers  and  journaLs,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Government  to  the 
year  1798.  were  destroyed.  The  legers  since  that 
period,  as  well  as  the  complete  set  of  day  books 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government  have 
been  preserved. 

The  vouchers  and  reports  on  settled  accounts 
which  were  contained  in  upwards  of  one  hundred 
large  cases  and  chests  in  the  fire-proof  building 
were  destroyed.  The  Treasury  statements  on  said 
accounts  from  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Government  have,  in  general,  been  preserved. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  conceived  but  little  in- 
cunvenience  will  be  incurred  in  the  settlement  of 
accounts  from  the  destruction  of  books  and  papers 
in  relation  to  this  branch  of  the  office. 

JOS.  STRETCH. 


loss  sustained  by  the  destruction  of  the 
.        ,        ..artment,  in  that  branch  of  the  Regis- 
t.v  Ti  office  wh.-re  the  books  and  accounU  in  relation 
.  t<   Jie  impost  and  tonnage  duties,  the   internal  rev- 
e,  4e,  and  direct  tai,  are  kept,  viz  : 

1  !W  legers,  journals,  and  auxiliary  books  con- 
•  .;d  with   the  imports,  tonnage,   and  internal 


nee 


C. 

Of  the  books  and  records  in  relation  to  the  accounU  of 

the  pubhc  debt,  the  following  were  destroyed. 

Register's  Office.  Oct.  25   1814 

•    ^'  ,^*^f"^' "'tJ  journals  and  legers,  the  accounts 

in  which  had  been  closed. 

Books  containing  receipts  for  certificates  of 
funded  debt  delivered  at  the  Treasury  previous  to 
the  year  1800.  The  receipts  taken  since  have 
been  preserved. 

2.  Cancelled  certificates  or  evidences  of  the 
Revolutionary  funded  debt,  numtrically  arranged 
and  bound  up  in  books,  which  were  numerous 
and  bulky;  they  contained, 

1.  Loan  Office  certificates. 

2.  Army  certificates. 

3.  P'lnal  settlement  certificates  issued 
commissioners  of  the  staff  department. 
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4.  Final  settlement  certificates  issued  by  com- 
missioners in  the  several  States. 

5.  Final  settlement  certificates  issued  lo  the 
marine  department. 

The  whole  were  destroyed  ;  an  official  list,  how- 
ever, exhibiting  the  certificates  which  remain 
outstanding  was  preserved,  by  which  the  equity 
of  claims  for  ceriificatesof  either  description  may 
be  ascertained  with  precision. 

3.  Receipts  for  dividends  of  principal  and  in- 
terest on  the  funded  debt  paid  at  the  several  loan 
offices,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  31st  December,  1812,  were  lost;  also, 
receipts  for  dividends  declared  at  the  Treasury  to 
the  31st  December,  1810. 

Dividends  returned  unclaimed  from  the  loan 
offices  for  payment  at  the  Treasury;  the  tran- 
scripts of  these  dividends,  however,  which  were 
made  in  this  office,  in  books  prepared  with  col- 
umns for  receipts,  and  which  were  preserved, 
exhibit  not  only  the  amount  paid  thereon,  but 
also  every  sum  now  due  to  individual  creditors. 

Transfers  or  cancelled  certificates  of  the  funded 
debt  previous  to  the  year  1811.  All  the  powers 
of  attorney  for  transferring  stock  were  preserved, 

MICHAEL  NOURSE. 


General  Land  Office. 

October  26,  1814. 
Sir:   All  the  maps  of  this  office,  and   all   the 
books  and  papers  necessary  to   the  settlement  of 
accounts,  were  saved  from  destruction. 

The  papers  destroyed  were  files  of  military 
warrants,  which  had  been  located  and  patented; 
files  of  final  certificates,  and  oiher  papeis  relative 
to  purchased  lands  which  had  been  patented;  a 
few  files  of  monthly  returns  from  land  offices, 
which  files  had  been  posted  into  the  legers;  the 
loss  of  these  papers  will  not  affect  the  public  in- 
terest.      I  have,  dec. 

JOHN  GARDINER, 

Chief  Clerk. 
Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


War  Department.  Nov.  9.  1814. 

Sir  :  Conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  October  24,  requiring  ol 
this  Department  a  report  relative  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  books  and  papers  in  consequence  of  the 
incursion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August. 
1814,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  all  ihe  books 
of  record  belonging  to  this  office  were  saved,  and 
that  no  papers  of  any  kind  were  lost,  except  rec- 
ommendations for  appointments  m  the  Army,  and 
letters  received  more  than  seven  years  previous; 
of  all  these,  however,  there  is  a  record  in  the 
office,  viz:  the  names  of  applicants,  and  a  brief 
of  the  substance  of  all  other  letters  which  were 
not  preserved. 

All  the  standards  and  colors  taken  from  the 
enemy  during  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  present  war.  which  had  been  deposited  in  the 
War  Office,  were  also  saved. 


In  relation  to  the  books  and  papers  of  several 
offices  attached  to  this  Department.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  enclose  the  reports  which  have  been 
made  to  me  by  the  principal  officer  of  each. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant.  J.MONROE, 

Hon.  the  Speaker, 

of  the  Honse  of  Representatives. 


AdjxdanVs  Report. 

Department  of  War. 
AccountanVs  Office,  Oct.  2n,  1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  24th  instant,  this 
day  transmitted  to  me  from  your  office,  directing 
the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Departments,  and 
the  Postmaster  General,  to  communicate  to  the 
House  such  information  as  may  be  in  their  power 
10  relation  to  the  destruction  of  official  books  and 
papers  in  their  respective  Departments,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  in  the  month 
of  August,  1814,  dec,  I  have  the  honor  to  state, 
that  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  this  office 
were  removed  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  and 
are  now  in  a  state  of  safety,  excepting  a  part  of 
the  papers  and  army  accounts  appertaining  to  the 
Revolutionary  war,  which  had  been  saved  from 
the  flames  on  the  burning  ol  the  house  occupied 
by  the  War  Department  in  1800.  When  the 
books  and  papers  of  this  office  were  removed,  as 
before  mentioned,  it  was  not  practicable  to  obtain 
conveyance  for  all ;  it  was,  therefore,  determined 
to  leave  the  old  papers  and  army  accounts,  as  the 
loss  of  those  (if  any  loss  should  happen)  would 
be  attended  with  less  inconvenience  than  that  of 
any  other  papers.  They  were  in  the  fire-proot 
room  of  the  office  at  the  time  of  the  incursion  of 
theenemy.and  when  that  building  was  burnt  they 
remained  uninjured  by  the  flames  ;  but  the  room 
having  been  entered  by  some  persons  soon  after 
the  building  was  destroyed,  the  paj)ers  were  de- 
ranged, and  many  of  them  undoubtedly  destroyed 
or  carried  away  at  that  time ;  but  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  identify  those  which  may  have  been  thus 
destroyed.  When  the  public  papers  were  brought 
back  to  the  City  of  Washington,  the  remainder  of 
those  papers  (by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  whole) 
were  removed  to  the  house  now  occupied  as  the 
Accountant's  office. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  loss  of  those  papers 
can  have  any  effect  in  the  adjustment  of  the  un- 
settled accounts  of  the  United  Stales,  as  the 
claims  (if  any)  which  might  arise  under  them 
have  been  barred  by  acts  of  limitation. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  lo 
be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

TOBIAS  LEAR. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Paymaster's  Report. 

Army  Pay  Office,  Oct.  29,  1814. 
The  Paymaster  of  the   Army  of  the  United 
States,  in  obedience  to  a  resoiuiioo  of  the  House 
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bsiffepreseni^tives,  under  date  October  the  24th, 
Iw  V  has  the  tioaor  to  report : 
'  f|l(hat,  by  gr^at  ezertioDs  all  the  books,  accounts, 
J(iS^  and  papers  of  his  office,  which  were  of  any 
Cfjrt^iderable  i|nportance,  were  saved  from  the  de- 
at^^tire  inclusion  of  the  enemy  at  this  place,  in 
th^p^onih  of  August,  1S14;  but  agreeably  to  the 
}-^^if  of  the  jesoiution  he  proceeds  to  mention, 
ari^.^arly  as  ciin  be  well  ascertained,  those  which 
y^^  not  sav^ed,  and  the  probable  effect  which 
w^JL  result  ixOfn  their  lo>s.  They  are  as  follows. 
jJOpely;  ^ 

;  i^'ftrt  of  the  jcopies  of  the  statements  of  such  re- 
ci^jing  and  cjiher  accounts  as  had  been  adjusted 
ak^  settled  t'a  this  office,  wiih  old  duplicate 
▼tfjcbers,  the  originals  of  which  were  sent  up  to 
ih{4vt her  offices  of  the  Government  to  be  Snally 
d«;;»»sited  m  rhe  Treasury  Department.  No  in- 
c^otenience  will  result  to  the  Government  from 


I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

RICHARD  CUTTS, 
Supt.  Gen.  Military  Supplies. 
Hon.  James  Monroe. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Report. 
Adj.  and  Ins.  Genebal's  OrricE. 

Washington,  Oct.  26,  1814. 
Sir  :  In  conformity  to  your  order,  and  with  a 
view  to  meet  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  the  24th  instant,  calling  for  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  destruction  of  official  books 
and  papers  by  the  enemy,  on  the  24th  of  August 
last.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  pa- 
pers  which   belonged   to   this  office,  and   which 


were  destroyed  by  the  conflagration  of  the  enemy. 
ltl|i^-loss;  (pr<;)Vided  the  originals  are  preserved  ;)  I  were  files   of  rauster-roUs,   inspection,    garrison, 

monthly  and  recruiting  returns,  up  to  the   year 

Idi 


ttitjonly  inc(>ovenience  which  will  be  felt  is  in 
iLi  ii^office,  where,  instead  of  referring  to  our  copies 
fcif«hiformatii:n.  we  shall  have  to  resort  to  the 
oi  ifjnals  at  the  Trea.sury  Department. 

^ilhe  accounts  and  vouctiers  ot  Lieutenant 
SlrAuel  Scoti.  as  paymaster  of  the  twenty-fourth 
rtfgijnent  of  ^fantry.  The  instructions  of  the 
P|r^4naster  of!  the  Array  to  all  sub-paymasters, 
die|t  them  u\  keep  duplicates  of  their  accounts 
ai^4^vouchers|  and  Lieutenant  Scott  has  been 
ic^!'{d  on  forjthe  duplicates  of  his;  when  they 
il|iieceived  tjie  loss  will  be  made  good. 

).^^small  bot)k  containing  a  record  of  certain 
«tf  ^lages  frorr*  the  pay  of  non-commisMoned  offi- 
cif..^  musicians,  artificers,  and  privates  ;  a  book  of 
xr.^pLr  importance,  and  as  the  stoppa:?e.s  had  all 
b^*i  directed,  and  many  of  them  actually  made 
J  fiH^'jone,  the  ^oss  of  it  is  considered  of  very  liitle 
{:(ii|.iequence. 

'  ,lrt>e  recruiting  account  and  vouchers  (in  part) 
oljie  late  Major  Timothy  Dix,  of  the  14ih  regi- 

SJ  of  infantry,  deceased.  If  the  legal  repre- 
^tive  of  Major  Dix  produces  the  duplicates, 
^h  It  is  expected  are  among  th^  papers  of  the 
d^^lased.  the  loss  will  be  retrieved. 
!  }^^  possible  that  some  few  other  papers  might 
"h^y*  been  losf,  which  cannot  now  be  recollected 
oi»f|certained»  It  is  believed,  however,  that  ihev 
C(<i|I  not  have  been  of  much  magnitude  or  im- 
p^h'Qce. 

I  tj^specifully,  R.  BRENT. 

'*  .  Paymaster  L'.  S.  Army. 

J^n.  Jame.^  Monroe, 
;  ^r  Secretary  of  War. 

jfijrt^rr  of  the  Superintendent  General  of  yfilitary 
I  r^j  Supplies. 

'h\  Washington,  Ocro6cr  24,  1S14. 

;  '$|r:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
J^^e  of  Representatives,  of  the  24th  instant,  I 
Ji^*^  the  honor  to  state,  that  none  of  the  books  or 
ip;|j^Ts  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  Superinten- 
d(?5^eneral  of  Military  Supplies  have  been  lost  or 
.ol"|.(:wise  destroyed,  in  consequence  of  the  incur- 
si^^of  the  enrmy  in  the  month  of  August  last. 


1813,  inclusive.  In  addition  to  this,  several  copies 
of  Stoddard's  Artillery,  and  a  few  copies  of  a 
System  of  Drum  Beating  for  the  use  of  the  Army, 
which  had  not  been  distributed,  were  also  lost. 
The  whole  loss,  however,  is  of  do  material  con- 
sequence. 

I  have  the   honor,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 
Assistant  Iiis]>ector  General. 
Hon.  James  Monroe. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Ordnance  Office,  Washington. 

October  27,  1814. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  request  from  your  De- 
partment, I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  the 
late  invasion  and  conflagration  of  the  enemy  in 
this  city,  no  valuable  books  or  papers  attached  or 
belonging  to  this  office  sustained  any  loss  or  in- 
jury. A  few  printed  books,  of  inconsiderable  value, 
and  some  loo?e  papers  of  no  intrinsic  import- 
ance, with  a  small  quantity  of  furniture,  station- 
ery, dec,  formed  the  only  articles  which  were 
destroyed. 

Very  respectfully.  I  hare  the   honor  to  be,  sir. 
your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  MORTON. 

Deputy  Commissary. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Department  ot  State. 

.\ovember  14,  1814. 

The  acting  Secretary  of  State,  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  24th  ultimo,  requesting  such  informa- 
tion as  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  several  De- 
partments to  afford,  in  relation  to  the  destruction 
ot  the  official  books  and  papers  in  their  Depart- 
ments, respectively,  in  consequence  of  the  incur- 
sion of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August,  1814, 
has  the  honor  to  report : 

That,  when  it  became  apparent  from  the  move- 
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menis  of  the  enemy,  after  his  debarkation  at 
Benedict,  that  his  destination  was  the  seat  of 
Government,  every  exertion  was  made,  and  every 
means  employed,  for  the  removal  of  the  books 
and  papers  of  this  office,  to  a  place  of  safety; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  extreme  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  means  of  conveyance,  it  is  believed 
that  every  paper  and  manuscript  book  of  the  of- 
fice, of  any  importance,  including  those  of  the 
old  Gorernment,  and  all  in  relation  to  account?, 
were  placed  in  a  state  of  security.  That  it  was  not 
found  practicable,  howerer,  to  preserve  in  like 
manner,  the  volumes  of  laws  reserved  by  Congress 
for  future  disposition  ;  many  of  the  books  belong- 
ing to  the  library  of  the  Department,  as  well  as 
some  letters  on  file  of  minor  importance  from 
individuals  on  business  mo'tly  disposed  of,  which 
were  uoaroidably  left,  and  shared  the  fate,  it  is 
presumed,  of  the  building  in  which  they  were 
deposited. 

All  of  which  i*  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

77i«  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  to 
the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States  for 
Massachusetts. 

Washington,  July  28,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  16th  of  ihis  month.  I  per- 
fectly agree  with  you  that  the  intercourse  which. 
in  general  terms,  you  describe  as  taking  place  on 
the  [)art  of  our  citizens  with  the  enemy's  ships 
upon  the  coast,  is  altogether  incompatible  with  a 
state  of  war.  Whatever  of  necessary  business, 
growing  out  of  the  belligerent  state,  is  to  be 
transacted  with  the  enemy,  should  be  transacted 
with  the  knowledge  and  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Guvernment.  Any  other  doctrine  might  lead 
to  consequences  too  palpably  mischievous  to  be 
countenanced  by  any  sound  news  of  the  public 
safety.  To  the  highest  powers  of  Government 
alone  does  it  belong  to  make  war.  To  the  Gov- 
ernment alone  does  it  belong  to  carry  it  on.  To 
its  exclusive  authority  is  negotiation  committed, 
whatever  character  it  may  assume,  whether  in- 
Tolring  the  highest  interests  of  the  nation  at 
Urge,  or  merely  those  matters  of  subordinate  indi- 
vidual concern  which  spring  up  as  unavoidably 
concomitant  to  a  state  of  national  hostility.  The 
legal  operation  of  the  act  declaring  war  was  to 
put  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two  countries 
in  the  condition  of  enemies  towards  each  other. 
The  slightest  intt-rcourse  of  trade  between  them 
is  hence  forbidden.  All  property  detected  as  the 
subject  of  such  trade  is  forfeitable  under  the 
general  law  resulting  at  all  times  and  to  all  na- 
tions from  a  state  of  war.  and  which  this  nation 
appropriated  to  itself  when  it  became  belligerent. 
as  indispensable  to  its  operations,  its  duties,  and 
its  safety. 

Much  more  subrersive  of  these  ends  might  it 


prove  if  our  citizens  be  suffered  to  hold,  without 
the  license  of  public  authority,  personal  inter- 
course with  the  enemy  ;  to  visit,  at  pleasure,  their 
fleets,  while  actually  invading  our  waters  and 
threatening  our  towns.  Such  conduct  consti- 
tuies  an  encroacliraeni  upon  the  attributes  dele- 
gated to  Government,  and  which,  under  the  the- 
ory of  our  Constitution,  should  be  exercised  only 
by  the  Executive  branch  as  a  necessary  incident 
to  Executive  authority.  The  Government  that 
jMissively  and  promiscuously  permits  this  en- 
croachment must  agree  to  surrender  us  power  of 
^elf-preserration.  The- citizen  who  imagines 
himself  at  liberty  to  embark  in  it  must  have  a 
limited  and  erroneou^  sense  of  the  obligations 
that  should  bind  hira.  The  forecast  of  the  for- 
mer cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  it  too  obviously 
confers  the  means  of  doing  mischief  to  suffer  it 
to  stand  excused  by  any  subsequent  allegations 
of  an  unexceptionable  or  laudable  motive,  and 
should  cut  off  remote  and  probable  dangers  by  a 
strict  inhibition  of  every  species  of  such  inter- 
course, under  whatever  pretences  attempted. 
The  latter  should  hesitate  at  taking  a  step  so  sus- 
ceptible of  abuse,  winch  might  open  a  door  to 
pernicious  imitation  ;  and  which,  whatever  its 
genuine  or  harmless  complexion  in  his  particular 
instance,  is  calculated  to  beget  suspicions  unfa- 
vorable to  his  intentions  and  hazardous  to  his 
lame.  By  the  act  of  spontaneously  repairing  to 
the  hostile  ships,  he  separates  himself  from  his 
country;  identifies  himself,  for  the  tune  being, 
with  Its  foe,  and  by  exhibiting  himself  upon  their 
decks  without  the  stamp  of  national  permission, 
IS  liable,  under  first  impressions,  to  be  viewed  by 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  as  in  a  garb  of  doubt- 
ful innoctnce.  He  goes  unshielded  and  unknown. 
If  any  one  citi/en  may  rightfully  repair  to  the 
enemy  for  any  pur^H)se  which  he  chooses  either 
sincerely  to  avuw.  or  fictitiously  to  set  up,  all 
must  be  allowed  to  claim  a  participation  in  the 
same  indulgence.  Thus,  an  evil-disposed  person, 
veiling  a  malignant  and  treacherous  intention 
under  cover  of  these  excursions,  with  no  limit  to 
their  number,  and  left  to  his  own  choice  of  cir- 
cumstances and  time,  may  become  the  bearer  of 
information  and  plans,  to  gratify  his  own  turbu- 
lent designs  and  work  the  rum  of  his  country. 
These  remarks  are  conceived  to  be  founded  upon 
principles  intrinsically  sound,  because  inseparable 
from  the  safeguard  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
that  must  hold  out  the  strongest  titles  to  assent  id 
erery  dispassionate  mind.  The  policy  of  other 
nations  has  adopted  tne  metiiod  of  a  flag  of  truce 
from  the  Government  or  us  known  agents,  when 
intercourse  is  to  take  place  with  an  enemy,  which 
Nerves  as  an  universal  symbol,  that  it  is  under 
public  permission,  and  for  lawful  and  necessary 
purposes.  That  ihecitizens  of  the  United  States, 
during  a  war,  should  be  all  at  once  absolved  from 
this  ancient,  cautionary  usage;  that  they  should 
be  freely  allowed  to  substitute  their  own  will  for 
thit  of  the  Government  ;  passing  to  the  enemy's 
lines  or  to  the  enemy's  ships,  for  objects  innocent 
or  fatal,  at  their  own  loose  discretion,  seems  as 
irreconcilable   to   reason  as  it  is  opposed    to  the 
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inp.3ms  of  pradence  that  have  heretofore  regu- 
)at<*<  the  conduct  of  contending  nations. 
}  jli  reply  to  your  request  for  my  opinion  as  to 
m^tf  course  it  might  be  proper  to  pursue  lo- 
1»H>|s  persons  who  go  on  board  the  enemy's  ships 
|i(»?lring  upon  our  shores,  without  any  previous 
li^tjt  se  derived  from  public  authority,  1  beg  leave 
IcJ^  ite— 

i  ,'1'  jat  I  thjn|  such  intercourse  should,  in  every 
c4»'  b«  regarded  as  importing  a  strong,  prima 
/fltH|'inteniion<  of  guilt.  It  raises  a  presumption 
bn^isigns  adverse  to  the  country,  and  favoring 
tlyiioemy,  whjich  should  not  be  passed  over  wiih- 
Plji,'|i  scrupuljius  inquiry  on  the  part  of  those 
|u^  ionaries  who  are  charged  with  the  punish- 
inl;*'  ustice  of- the  laws;  and  it  behooves  good 
f ifjj  ns  to  be^assistant  to  the  magistrates  upon 
^U  1  jch  occasions.  If  there  be  reason  to  think 
jha^under  thje  guise  of  some  specious  or  inof- 
(ent'^-e  purpose,  any  improper  information  has 
^Ojig conveyed  by  direct  or  indirect,  but  intelli- 
vh\'^  means  of  communication,  or  any  supplies 
ye^j  furnished,  and  the  competent  evidence  of 
«uch;  fact  or  IJicts  can  be  obtained,  it  is  obvious 
ra^ihe  party  stands  embraced  by  the  Constitu- 
moi*:yl  definition  of  treason,  in  giving  aid  to  the 
^tiriiiy,  and  shv)uld  be  proceeded  against  accord- 

;  )i  jno  evideqce  exist,  or  be  discoverable  to  this 
^fiP^i,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  bare  act  of  thus 
2citT|  on  board  punishable  by  indictment  under 
Q(;(r.4xisiing  la)ws? 

•  ^jjm  not  p'.epared  to  answer  this  question  in 
&br;  fffirmativi'.  Good  men  may,  undoubtedly, 
ye^f ynd  goinjj  on  board  for  ends  that  are  inno- 
•je'ii  however  in  the  view  of  a  wise  and  safe 
i'O.Ucff,  indepetjdent  of  any  law,  its  impropriety 
^Ci^l|  scarcelj*  fail  to  strike  every  mind  intelli- 
^{eittfwhile  it  was  patriotic.  But  there  may  pos- 
»ib^  be  room' for  fearing,  and  if  there  be,  it  is 
dee^iy  to  be  regretted,  that  those  who  slight  the 
«!n!««|5histicaterj  verdict  of  the  public  feeling,  in 
<na^ng  these 'voluntary  visits,  may  have  been 
roo^Qg  with  a  more  anxious  discernment  into  the 
jnc^med  defects  of  our  existing  jurisprudence, 
rh:A<  consulting,  under  enlarged  and  unbiassed 
•sti(?;ates  of  duty,  their  own  paramount  obliga- 
^ionjas  membt'rs  of  the  social  body.  It  is  true, 
ind«id,  that,  under  my  views  of  the  subject,  no 
^tie  has  yet  been  passed  by  Congress,  looking 
j»irTt;ularly  to  this  kind  of  conduct,  or  establish- 
ing Tt  by  specific  definition  as  an  independent 
trinje.  I  do  not  think  that  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
.|afitjsiry,  1799. 'entitled  an  act  for  the  punishment 
i}f:C<ytain  crimes  therein  specified,  or  the  more 
neS^f^i  one  of  the  6th  of  July,  1812,  for  the  prohi- 
liiiofj  of  trade  with  the  enemy,  can  be  consid- 
er^cjjas  having  contemplated  the  particular  spe- 
ci(53  -jf  intercourse   with   the   armed   enemy,  of 


w^t^i  we  are  speaking  ;  or  that,  under  the  sale 
rulfjf,  applicable  to  the  interpretation  of  penal 
ln\vv|  they  could  now  be  made  to  embrace  it. 
Ad -tiie  same  time  I  imagine  it  will  be  conceded 
ih^n^here  exists  full  power  to  prohibit  and  pun- 
i^l*  specifically  such  intercourse  as  an  integral, 
pnr^.4ry  offence.    The  high  exercise  of  legislative 


authority  which  made  the  United  States  a  belli- 
gerent, necessarily  invested  the  body  corporate  of 
their  Government  with  the  resulting  powers  in- 
cident to  a  slate  of  war;  which  powers,  I  cannot 
doubt,  may  be  calKd  into  activity  in  detailed  and 
positive  acts  of  legislation,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  same  authority,  and  made  co-extensive  with 
the  exigencies  and  duration  of  the  war  itself 

In  what  manner  this  kind  of  intercuurse  with  a 
public  enemy  may  be  punished  at  mere  common 
law,  it   is  not   necessary   that   I   Nhuuld    inquire. 
Upon    this   point,  if  I  must   express  an  opinion, 
premising  that  it  is  of  no  more  value  than  that  of 
any  other  individual,  I  must  declare  thai  I  do  not 
think  the  common  law  applicable  in  such  a  case 
to  the  Guvernment  of  the  United  States.    I  should 
feel  regret  at  supposing  that  any  official  functions 
of  which  I  may  recognise  the  obligations,  implied 
the  necessity  of  my  withholding  the  expression 
of  this  opinion.     I  do  not   think   that  a  Federal 
Republic  like  ours,  resting  upon,  as  its  only  pil- 
lar.s,  the  limited  political  concessions  of  distinct 
and  independent  sovereign  States,  drew  to  itself, 
by  any  just  implication,  at    the  moment  of  its 
circumscribed  structure,  the  whole  common  law 
of  England,  with   all  or  any  portion  of  its  dark 
catalogue  of  crimes  and    punishments;    a  code 
which   the  more  liberal  and   humane  wisdom  of 
a  later  day— the  labors  of  the  Romillys  and  the 
Benthams.  following  the  more  ancient  strictures 
of  a  Blackbtone  and   a   Hale — has  been  aiming, 
ever  since,  to  free  of  its  fierce  and  sanguinary  fea- 
tures; a  code  which,  among   the  vast  variety  of 
actions  that,  in  a  complicated  community,  human 
frailty   may   be  betrayed   into,  denounces,   upon 
scarcely  less  than  two  hundred,  capital  infliction  ; 
thereby,  as  the  regular   and  melancholy  fruits  of 
such  a  sysiera,  and  as  authentic  lightsassure  us, 
imprinting  more  of  human  blood  upon  the  gibbet 
than    is  known  to  the  same  extent  of  population 
in  any  other  portion  of  Europe      Against  the  in- 
corporation of  such  a  code,  even  with  the  limita- 
tions that  might  be  implied,  upon  the  jurispru- 
dence of  the  Union,  I  perceive  serious  and  insur- 
mountable objections.     I  believe,  also,  that  this 
opinion   has   been  adopted,   partially  at  least,  by 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal  known   to  the  Con- 
stitution,'although  lobserve  that  youspeak  doubt- 
fully upon  this  point,  considering  it  not  yet  ulti- 
mately at   rest.     In  order,   therefore,   to  warrant 
proceedings  against  a  party,  under  the  systematic 
and  regular  course  of  a  criminal  prosecution   by 
indictment,  I  confess  it  does  appear   to  me  that 
the  act  for  which  he  is  to  be  indicted,  should  be 
marked  down,  and  the  penalty  affixed   by  some 
statute  of  Congress. 

If  no  punishment  can  be  superinduced  through 
the  medium  of  an  indictment,  it  may  next  be 
asked,  is  there  no  other  mode  in  which  the  party 
can  be  rendered  obnoxious  to  legal  animadver- 
sion ?  Is  he  to  run  no  further  risk  than  (hat  of 
being  made  captive   by  trusting  himself  in  the 

•  In  the  case  of  the  United  Sutes  against  Hudson 
and  Goodwin;  fcupreme  Court  United  Butes,  Febru- 
ary, 1813. 
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enemy'.<  p'lwer;  a  risk  which,  on  the  pre-suppo- 
siiion  of  his  intending  to  favor  the  enemy,  it  i> 
idle  to  advert  lu  ?  Is  an  act,  (he  abstract  and 
univer>al  impropriety  of  which  mast  exist,  as  it 
would  ^fCfn,  in  the  conviciions  ofevery  uncloud- 
ed undersianding,  and,  as  we  would  also  think. 
be  traced  in  characters  as  legible  upon  every 
bean  ;  is  >uch  an  act  lo  be  pa-sed  over  without  any 
notice  from  the  magistracy;  iherehy,  in  ihe  ab- 
sence ol  all  correction,  inviting  its  endless  repe- 
tition ;  to  the  disparagement  of  that  fidelity  which 
should  bind  in  its  iran-cendent  lies,  the  citizen  to 
ihe  public,  to  the  signal  disrepute  of  our  citizens 
the(n>elves,  in  derision  of  all  law,  and  to  the  man- 
ifest danger  of  the  Slate? 

To  these  more  important  questions,  I  feel  h.ip- 

fy  in  not  being  obliged  to  give  a  nesjaiive  an>wer. 
think  that  every  private  individual  who  is  seen 
to  throw  himself  upon  the  armed  and   invading 
foe,  without  the  knowledge  and  permission  of  his 
Government,  -hould  be  arretted  and  taken  before 
the  proper  juilge  or  court.     That  if  this  cannot  be 
done  wiih  a  view  lo  prosecute  him  by  indictment, 
it  at  lea>i  miy  be  with  a  view  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a  cbarge  on  which    he    may  be   bound  in 
sufficient  Mureiies  to  his  good  behaviour  ;  for  such 
intercourse    wiih    ihe  enemy    puts    him    under  a 
su>picion  -o  strong,  that  the  law  should  be  awake 
with  all  its  vigilance  and  activity.     It  lies  on  the 
direct  road   to  treason;  seems  an  approximation 
to  it,  opening  at  once  every  facility  to  ns  com- 
mis.«ion   by  Liking  the  fir->t  and   natural  step.     If 
no  crime,   in  the   moral   scale,  has  in    fact    been 
perpetrated  such  verisimilitude    f  criminal  inten- 
tion IS  held  out.  as  shoul.i  put  the  party  upon  his 
excuse.  And  ttii>j,  as  I  apprehend,  not  by  hisown 
mere  voluntary  a>.severaiion>^,  of  an    inoffensive 
motive,  but    under   the  solemnities  of  a  judicial 
scrutiny  and   sanction.     If  he  can   make  out,  by 
unexcepiionable   testimony,  his   innocence;   that 
is.  if  he  can  show  that,  during  all  the  while  he 
was  in  communion  wiih  the  enemy,  he  did  not  hint' 
or  uttered   nothing   that  would   bring  him  within 
the  pale  of  trea>on  ;  or  if  he  can  show  that  some 
invincible    necessity    compelled    his   going,    the 
judges,  as  the  law  now  stands,   might   probably 
exercise   a  discretion   in  directing  his  di>charge. 
Ob  the  other  hand,  if  mere  be  no  such  repellent 
proof,  I   should    [iresume   that  the  bare  going  on 
board  being  fixed  upon  him,  would  authorize  his 
being  held  to  his  good   behaviour.     The  amount 
ot  security  to  be  demanded,  would,  of  course,  re''- 
ulate  Itself  under  judicial  discretion,  by  the  pre 
vious   habits  and   standing  of  the   party,  which 
might  serve  to  give  cause  of  greater  or  le.NS  sus- 
picioi.     It   will    be  seen  tliat,  in  this  course,  no 
departure  is  implied  from  the  rule  of  law,  which 
requires  the  proof  always  lo  follow  up  theallega- 
tion  ;  since  proof  of  the  substantive   act,  which 
must  always,  m  the  first   instance,  be  yJduced  of 
going  at  mere    private  instigation   to  the  enemy 
while   in   armed   array,  is  to  be  the  standard  of 
enforcing  agamst  the  accused  this  species  of  pre- 
ventive   justice.     Nor,  in    the   language  of   the 
books,  can   he  reasonably  complain  of  bting  laid 
under  this  restraint,  when,  by  hts  own  impru- 
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dence,  he  has  given  such  cause  to  suspect  that  he 
will  per|ieirate  a  crime. 

It   may  perhaps   be  said   that,  as  this  binding 
over   to  good   behaviour  is  a  process  at  common 
law.  to  pursue    it  would  be  to  recognise  the  au- 
thority of  that  system  as  the  source  of  the  rem- 
edy.    It  appears  to  me  that  such  an  objection  is 
susceptible  of  an  obvious  answer.     The  right  to 
hind  over,  is  the  necessary  adjunct  to  the  right  to 
indict  and   punish  the  principal  crime.     It  is,  as 
It  werp,  the  accident   inherent   in   the  .substance. 
Treason  itself  being  forbidden  and  punishable  by 
Indictment,  it  becomes  necessary  that  a  step  which, 
until  fully  explained  away,  verges  so  closely  upon 
treason,  should  be  followed   up  by  this  incipient 
re>traint,   so  strictly  comprehended  within,  and 
related   to  the   power  of  final  punishment.    The 
voluntarily  rushing  into  the  enemv's  camp,  is  to 
be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  first  [irobable  com- 
mencement of  that  train,  the  entire  seriesofwhich 
is,  in  sound  construction,  already  declared  to  be 
a  crime  by  the  Constitution   and  the  law.     To 
wiit  its  consumtnation,  or  the  progressive  stages 
of  its  development,  might  be  to  render  the  parent 
statute  iisell  little  less  than  a  dead  letter.    Its  ex- 
istence may  surely  be  anticipated  where  violent 
presumptions  are   afforded,  and    the  arm  of  the 
statute  be  reached  out.  in  indispensable  extension 
of  its  efficacy  to  ward  off,  to  check,  to  extinguish, 
the  first  movements  towards  the  criminal  deed. 
The  power  to  punish,  by  established  and  known 
rijean><,  must  draw  after  it  the  power  to  prevent, 
by  derivative  and  kindred  means.    The  less  must 
be  comprehended  within  the  greater  of  its  own 
qu.ility  and  its  own  kind.     Any  other  principles 
of  con«>truction  would  be  over-scrupulous,  would 
be  again>t  just  reasoning  upon  judiciary  powers, 
and  might  be  in  danger  of  paring  down  the  stat- 
ute of  treason  itself  to  a  few  abortive  word?. 

The  doctrine  which   goes  to  exclude   the  com- 
mon law  of  England,  taken  as  a  general  system, 
from  the    critninal   jurisprudence    of  our    coun- 
try, has  never  denied  it  a  prevalence  and  force 
sub  modo.     It  has  been  adopted  in  universal  prac- 
tice, as  the  incidental  guide  and  handmaid  to  our 
acts  of  positive  legislation.     The  very  institution 
of  a  court  by  Congress,  necessarily  implies  its  in- 
vestiture Willi  certain  powers  known  at  common 
law,  fundamental  to  the  discharge  of  its  functions. 
How  but  by  tlie  aid  of  parts  of  this  auxiliary  code, 
ir:corporcal  by  inference  and  deduction  upon  our 
own  statutes;  how  else  could  the  statute  of  trea- 
son; how   could    any  other  statute   of  Congress 
whicii  creates   an  offence  and  authorizes  punish- 
ment, be  executed?     The  shaping  of  the  indict- 
ment ;  its  caption  ;  the  form  and  body  of  phrase- 
ology ;  the  legal  idea  of  the  offence ;  ihe  rules  of 
evidence  on  the  trial ;  those  applicable  to  the  jury, 
t  »  the  carrying  into  effect  the  sentence  upon  con- 
viction; these,  and  various  other  powers,  are  ta- 
ken to   be  implied   the  moment  that  we  are  fur- 
nished  by  Congress  with   a  statutory  definition 
and  punishment  of  a  crime.     Upon  this   founda- 
tion iiave  the  courts  of  the  United  States  acted  as 
soon  as  an  offence  has  been    thrown    upon  their 
general  cognizance,  without  waiting  for  acts  of 
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.'•jf^r-legislatioD,  as  iheir  warrant  for  the   obser- 

Iv^tice  and  enjorceraent  o(  these  collateral  attrib- 

;^i>i  to  the  chief  jurisdiction.     But  then  such  ju- 

rii'SctioD  in  chief  must  first  have  haye  been  con- 

f^t^d,  and  in  this  I  take  it  lies  the  true  distinction. 

\\\  |ike  manner,  the  right  to  bind  over  to  the  peace 

-o?r  (iood  behaviour,  is  an  anterior  attribute  of  juridi- 

!clii:autbority,  applicable  to  all  offences  known  to 

.'  IJielEnglish  code.     Whenever,  therefore,  our  own 

4i«utory  code  recogni:ies  and  punishes  an  offence, 

ii  I  lUst  adopi  such  anterior  attribute  as  it  has 

JC'-tte  all   others  that   are    merely  collateral,  the 

;s|ii»  jte  o{  Congress  when  once  passed,  taking  to 

\}\^t  f  every  incident  that  ought  to  move  within 

!i|.X  irincipal   orbit,  and  which  is  necessary  to  its 

coil  plefe    effect.     Care,  indeed,  must   be   taken, 

tjia   where  the  power  to  bind  over  is  drawn  forth, 

|t^:;.cause  of  suspicion  must  have  direct  and  fair 

•  r^L^ion  to  sotie  offence  which  our  own  statutes 
jafi  .ally  forbid.  In  no  other  way  can  there  be 
|Ii^{a  just  groundwork  for  its  exercise.  If,  for 
jCittifnple,  a  citizen  by  menaces,  by  laying  in  wait, 
i'qt-  Oy  any  other  indications,  had  given  probable 
-*c^JU^e  to  suspect  thai  he  meditated  violence  upon 
M*nJ  person  of  a  foreign  ambassador,  he  ought,  I 
jtni^k,  to  be  restrained  by  this  previous  inierposi- 
{t|(i|  of  the  law — the  offence  itself  being  punish- 
\Ui\i  by  a  statute  of  ihe  United  States.  But  if  he 
jHiil  barely  given  cause  to  think  that  he  de.signed 
•I'); introduce  popery  into  the  country,  his  hands 

id  not  be  thus  tied  up,  the  silence  of  our  own 
'i  viewing  this  as  altogether  harmless,  how- 
,  it  may  be  treated  by  those  of  England.  It 
;ild  be  easy  to  multiply  illustrations  under  this 
.  .  .^.  but  I  fear  I  have  already  dwell  unnecessarily 
.Ui»4Q  what  must  seem  so  plainly  an  incident  to 
Joitlry  court  clothed  by  Congress  with  powers  to 
It^yynd  punish  crimes. 

{  .  qata  informed  that  this  power  of  binding  orer, 
jlimlhad,  as  matter  of  undisputed  authority  under 
jQijlcode,  the  sanction  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
I  ».Jiited  Sialei..  That  in  a  case  which  recently 
(Jfti^rred  before  him  in  the  district  of  Virginia,  ot 
arge  of  treason,  the  proof  being  in»ufljcienl  as 
le  overt  acts,  he  dismissed  ihe  defendant  wiih- 
any  recognisance  to  appear  and  stand  his  trial ; 
.^,  was  nevertheless  of  opinion  that  circura>lan- 
y  (|»kijustified  his  being  held  to  his  good  behaviour; 
.'i()f,  bail  not  being  at  hand,  commuted  him  to 
on.  In  this  case  the  party  had  been  on  board 
Briti.sh  ships  in  ihe  Chesapeake. 
I  J  1  no  part  of  any  of  the  foregoing  observations, 
i  itr^ady  I  fear  in  danger  of  extending  to  too  much 

•  kiKth,  have  1  introduced  the  question,  huw  far  a 
--*"d  jury  wuuld  be  strictly  called  upon  in  every 

to  find   a  bill   for  treason  against  a  citizen, 


!?«( 


u. 


I  iii|aded  upon  the  simple  fact  of  his  going  of 
;  ijiown  accord  on  board  an  ei.eray's  ship  while 
•  ^.  Jading  our  waters;  and  considering  this  mere 
,  y\  *^  proof  quite  sufficient  of  such  an  overt  act, 
i  y\^  P"'  ''■'"  upon  his  trial  and  defence.  Per- 
\  ia'^.s.  howevtr,  if  the  proot  stopped  here  without 
"  ^j.'.jrancing  any  further,  the  petit  jury  might  hesi- 
i  fra*  at  a  verdict  which  would  fix  upon  the  party 
'  I  heavy  penalties  of  treason.  I  abstain  from 
Jarging  upon   this  point;  though,  surely,  than 

4 


the  contumacious  and  unexplained  repetition  of 
such  suspicious  visits,  more  violent  presumptions 
of  the  guilt  of  treason  could  scarcely  be  laid  before 
the  judgments  and  consciences  of  jurors.  If 
the  mere  fact  of  going  on  board  without  permis- 
sion from  the  Government,  no  matter  in  what  way 
attempted  to  be  justified  or  palliated,  were  made 
in  every  case  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine 
and  imprisonment,  it  would  perhaps  be  mo»<t  effec- 
tual towards  putting  an  end  to  a  species  of  inter- 
course so  dangerous  and  reprehensible.  But  this 
is  a  subject  for  Congress  alone  to  regulate.  I 
will  here  just  remark,  that  if  at  any  time  a  boat 
should  be  seen  to  put  off  from  an  enemy's  iiiip  in- 
vading our  waters,  and  be  making  towards  our 
shores,  without  the  exhibition  of  a  known  symbol 
of  truce  from  our  own  Government,  or  from  the 
enemy,  I  do  not  see  what  is  to  prevent  our  land 
or  naval  officers  in  the  vicinity  firing  upon  it,  con- 
sidering It  as  a  hostile  boat;  and,  until  the  ap- 
pearance be  explained,  incorporated  with  the  force 
and  intentions  of  the  enemy.  This  I  presume  is 
a  hazard  which  the  party  making  the  private  visit, 
agrees  not  to  take  upon  himself. 

I  have  taken  ihe  iiberiy  to  expres.s  my  opinions 
in  the  course  of  this  letter  with  less  reserve,  under 
the  satisfactory  consciousness,  that,  if  ever  any  of 
them  should  be  thought  worthy  to  be  acted  upon, 
whatever  errors  they  contain  will  be  corrected  by 
the  superior  and  authoritative  learning  of  those 
Judges  and  Courts,  who  confer  ."^uch  dignity  upon 
the  judgment-seats  of  the  Union  ;  and  to  the  con- 
trolling wisdom  of  whose  decisions  I  shall  ever 
be  found  amongst  the  foremost  to  pay  reverence 
and  submission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  your 
obedient  servant. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
Attorney  General  United  States. 

U.  S.  DiaTHicT  Attorney 

for  Massachusetts. 


PROCL.'^MATION. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  two  Houses  of  the  National  L  gislature 
having,  by  a  joint  resolution,  expressed  their  de- 
sire that,  in  the  present   time  of  public   calamity 
and  war,  a  day  may  be  recommended  to  be  ob- 
served  by  the   people  of  the  United  States  as  a 
day  of  public   humiliation,  and   fasting,  and   of 
prayer  to  Almighty  God.  for  the  safety  and  wel- 
fare of  these  Slates,  his   blessings  on   their  arras, 
and  a  speedy  restoration  of  peace — 1  have  deemed 
it  proper,  bv  ibi«  Proclamation,  to  recommend 
that   TViursday,  the  twelfth  of  January  newt,  be 
set  apart  as  a  day   on  which   all    may   have  an 
j  opportunity  of  voluntarily   offering,  ai  ihe  same 
'  time,    in    their     respective    religious    assemblies, 
their  humble  adorations  to  the   Great  Soverei<»n 
j  of   the    Universe,  of  confessing  their  sins   and 
I  transgressions,  and  of  strengthening  their  vows 
of  repentance  and   amendment.     They    will   be 
invited  -by  the  same  solemn  occasion,  to  call  to 
mind  the  distinguished  favors  conferred  on   the 
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American  people,  in  the  general  health  which  has 
been  enjoyed;  in  the  abundant  fruit.s  of  the  sea- 
son ;  in  the  progress  of  the  arts  insiruraental  to 
their  comfort,  their  prosperity,  and  their  security  ; 
and  in  the  victories  which  have  so  powerfully 
contributed  to  ihe  defence  and  protection  of  our 
country — a  devout  ^thankfulness  for  all  which 
ought  lo  be  mingled  with  their  supplications  to 
the  Beneficent  Parent  of  the  human  race,  that  he  I 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  pardon  all  their  | 
offences  against  Him;  lo  support  and  animate  , 
them  in  the  discharge  of  iheir  respective  duties; 
to  continue  to  them  the  precious  advantages  flow- 
ing from  political  insiitutions  so  auspicious  to 
their  safety  against  dangers  from  abroad,  to  their 
tranquillity  at  home,  and  to  their  liberties,  civil 
and  religious;  and  that  he  would,  in  a  special 
manner,  preside  over  the  nation,  in  il.^  public 
councils  and  constituted  authorities,  giving  wis- 
dom to  Its  measures,  and  success  to  its  arms  in 
maintaining  its  rights,  and  in  overcoming  all  hos- 
tile design^  and  attempts  against  it;  and  finally, 
that  by  inspiring  the  enemy  with  dispositions  fa- 
vorable to  a  just  and  reasonable  peace,  its  bles- 
sings may  be  speedily  ami  happily  restored. 

Given  under  my  hand,  ai  the  Ciiy  of  Wash- 
ington, the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  Slates, 
the  thirty-eighth. 

JA.MES  .MADISON. 
By  ihe  President. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


PROCLAM.\TION. 

By  the  P  resilient  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Among  the  many  evils  produced  by  the  wars, 
which,  with  little  intermission,  have  afflicted 
Europe,  and  extended  their  ravages  into  other 
quarters  of  the  globe,  for  a  period  exceeding 
twenty  years,  the  dispersion  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  different  countries, 
in  sorrow  and  in  want,  has  not  been  the  least 
injurious  to  human  happiness,  nor  the  least  severe 
in  the  trial  of  human  virtue. 

It  had  been  long  ascertained,  that  many  for- 
eigners flying  from  me  dangers  of  their  own 
home,  and  some  citizens,  forgetful  of  their  duty, 
had  co-operated  in  forming  an  establishment  on 
the  Island  of  Barrataria,  near  ihe  mouth  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  a  clandestine 
and  lawless  trade.  The  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  caused  the  establishment  to  be  broken 
up  and  destroyed :  and,  having  obtained  the 
means  of  designating  the  offenders  of  every  de- 
scription. It  only  remained  to  answer  the  de- 
mands of  justice,  by  inflicting  an  exemplary 
punishment. 

But  it  has  been  represented,  that  the  offenders 
hare  manifested  a  sincere  penitence;  that  they 
have  abandoned  the  prosecution  of  the  worst 
cause  for  ihe  support  of  the  be.st ;  and,  particu- 
larly, that  they  have  exhibited,  in  the  defence  of 


New  Orleans,  unequivocal  traits  of  courage  and 
fidelity.  Offenders,  who  have  refused  to  become 
the  associates  of  the  enemy  in  the  war,  upon  the 
most  seducing  terms  of  invitation  ;  and  who  hare 
aided  to  repel  his  hostile  invasion  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  ;  can  no  longer  be  considered 
as  objects  of  punishment,  but  as  objects  of  gener- 
ous forgiveness. 

It  has,  therefore,  been  seen,  with  great  satis- 
faction, that  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  earnestly  recommend  these  offenders 
to  the  benefit  of  a  full  pardon  :  And  in  compliance 
With  that  recommendation,  as  well  as  in  consid- 
eration of  all  the  other  extraordinary  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  I.  James  MAnisoN,  President 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  do  issue  this 
Proclamation,  hereby  granting,  publishing,  and 
declaring,  a  free  and  full  pardon  of  all  offence* 
committed  in  violation  of  any  act  or  acts  of  the 
Congress  of  the  said  United  Slates,  touching  the 
revenue,  trade,  and  navigation  thereof,  or  touch- 
ing the  intercourse  and  commerce  of  the  United 
Slates  with  foreign  nations,  at  any  time  before 
the  eighth  day  of  January,  in  the  present  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  by  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  being  inhabitants 
of  New  Orleans  and  the  adjacent  country,  or  be- 
ing inhabitants  of  the  said  Island  of  Barrataria, 
and  the  places  adjacent:  Provided.  That  every 
person,  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  full  pardon,  ia 
order  to  entitle  himself  thereto,  shall  produce  a 
certificate  in  writing  from  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  staling  that  such  person  has 
aided  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  the 
adjacent  country,  during  the  invasion  thereof,  as 
aforesaid. 

And  I  do  hereby  further  authorize  and  direct 
all  suits,  indictments,  and  prosecutions,  for  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  against  any  person  or 
persons,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  full  pardon,  forthwith  to  be  stayed,  discon- 
tinued, and  released  :  And  all  civil  officers  are 
hereby  required,  according  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  stations,  to  carry  this  Proclamation 
into  immediate  and  faithful  execution. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  sixth 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  the  thirty- 
ninth. 

JAMES. MADISON. 


PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Slates  have,  by  a  joint  resolution,  sig- 
nified their  desire,  that  a  day  may  be  recommended, 
to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  religious  solemnity,  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
and  of  devout  acknowledgments  to  Almighty 
God,  for  his  great  goodness,  manifested  in  restor- 
ing to  them  the  blessing  of  peace. 

No  people  ougb'  to  feel  greater  obligations  to 
celebrate  the  goodness  of  the  Great  Disposer  of 
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»,  und  of  ihe  dfsciny  of  naiions,  than  the 
p-^Jenfihe  United  Siales.  His  kind  Providence 
f/>^|ia"y  conducted  ihem.  to  one  of  the  b+'st  por- 
iif^  ;j  of  ihe  (Iwrllrng  place,  allowed  for  the  great 
fafnJy  of  the  humati  race.  He  protected  and 
eh^-ij*hed  t  hern,  Udder  all  the  dtfBcul ties  and  trials 
jo-'.'^ich  they  were  exposed  in  their  early  days. 
Oluilr  his  fostffing  care,  their  habits,  their  senti- 
in^^|s  and  their  pursuits,  prepared  them  for  a 
*r^;jition  in  due  lime  for  a  state  of  independence 
l»nj)  ^f  self-orovernment.  In  the  arduous  struffgle 
*j\{  T-diich  II  wa'^  attained,  they  were  distingui>ired 
fc>f  (i^uliiplied  ii)kf  ns  of  his  beniyn  interpo?ition. 
Pffjig  the  interval  which  succeeded,  he  reared 
Ui|nl  into  the  strength,  and  endowed  them  wi;h 
^hVlesourres,  which  have  enabled  them  to  as- 
**/iJiheir  naiional  righis.  and  to  enhance  their 
»tei*|nal  character,  in  another  arduous  conflict, 
*•  i^tp  IS  now  happily  terminated,  by  a  peace  and 
•ciliaiioo  wiih  those  who  have  been  our  en- 


eraies.  And  to  the  same  Divine  Author  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,  we  are  indebted  for  all  those 
privileges  and  advantages,  religious  as  well  as 
civil,  which  are  so  richly  enjoyed  in  this  favored 
land. 

It  is  for  blessings,  such  as  these,  and  more  es- 
peciilly  for  the  restoration,  of  the  blessing  of 
peace,  that  I  now  recommend  that  the  second 
Thursday  in  April  ne.xt  be  set  apart,  as  a  day  on 
which  the  people,  of  every  religious  denomination, 
may,  in  tlieir  solemn  assembliex,  unite  their  hearts 
and  their  voices,  in  a  free-will  offering  to  their 
Heavenly  Benelaclor,  of  their  homage  of  ihanki- 
giving.  and  of  their  songs  of  praise. 

Given  at  the  City  of  Washington  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen, and  of  the  independence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  thirty-ninth. 

JA.MES  MADISON. 


J- 


PUBLIC   ACTS  OF   CONGRESS;. 


PASSED  AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE   THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER   19,  1814. 


An  Act  further  to  extend  the  right  of  •offrage,  tnd  to 
increase  the  number  of  mfml>€rs  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled.  Tliat  each  and  every  free 
■white  male  person,  being  a  citizen  of  Ihe  United 
States,  who  shall  tiavc  attained  iha  age  oftwenty- 
one  years,  and  who  shall  have  paid  a  county  or 
Territorial  tax,  and  who  al«.o  shall  have  resided 
one  year  in  .•*aid  Territory  previous  to  any  gene- 
ral election,  and  be,  at  the  lime  of  any  such  elec- 
tion, a  resiJent  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  a  delegate  to  Congress,  for  the  Territory 
aforesaid:  anything  in  the  ordinance  or  in  any 
act  relat:ve  to  tlie  government  of  said  Territory 
to  the  contrary  not  withstanding. 

Sec.  2.    And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the 
House  of  Representatives  o(  the  Territory  afore- 
said be.  and  they  liereby  are,  authorized  to  nomi- 
nate eight  persons,  being  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  :o  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  four 
of  whom  shall  be  appointed  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council   for  said  Territory,  in  addition  to 
the  number  already  provided, any  act  or  ordinance 
to  the  contrary  noiwith'Jtandint'. 
E.  GERRY. 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
LAiNGUON  CHEVES, 
Speaker  nf  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Approved.  October  23.  1814. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


An  Act  further  extending  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia niililary  land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the 
surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental  Establish- 
ment, their  heirs  or  assigns,  entitled  to  bounty 
lands  within  the  tract  reserved  by  Virginia,  be- 
tween the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota  rivers'  for 
satisfying  the  legal  bounties  to  her  officers  and 
soldiers  upon  Continental  Establishment,  shall  be 
allowed  a  further  term  of  three  years,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  obtain  warrants 
and  complete  their  locations,  and  a  further  term 
of  five  years,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  as  nfores.iid,  to  return  their  surveys  and  war- 
rants, or  cen  ified  copies  of  warrants,  to  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,  anything  in  any  former  act  to 


the  contrary  notwithstanding:  Provided,  That 
no  local!. ms,  as  aforesaid,  within  the  above- 
mentioned  iracl,  shall,  alter  the  passing  of  ibis 
act,  be  made  on  tracts  of  land  for  which  patents 
had  previously  been  issued,  or  winch  had  beea 
previou>lv  surveyed  ;  and  any  patent  which  may, 
nevertheless,  be  obtained  for  land  located  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  considered 
as  null  and  void. 

Approved,  November  3,  1814, 


An  Act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
to  cause  to  be  buiil  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein 
described. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c..  That,  in  addition  to  the 
present  Naval  EMablishment,  the  President  of 
ihe  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  ciubc  to  be  built  or  purchased,  manned,  equip- 
ped, and  officered,  any  number  of  vessels,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty,  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
service  may  require,  to  c.irry  not  less  than  eight, 
nor  more  th  m  sixteen,  guns  each. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
building,  or  purchase,  and  equipping,  of  these 
vessels,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be 
p  lid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

ApproveJ,  November  15,  1814. 


An  Act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  millions  of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  d^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  ihe  United  States,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  any  expenses  which  may  have 
been,  or,  during  the  |»reseni  year,  may  be,  author- 
ized by  law,  and  lor  which  appropriations  have 
been,  or,  during  the  present  year,  may  be,  made 
by  law:  Provided^  That  no  engagement  or  con- 
tract shall  be  entered  into,  which  shall  preclude 
the  Untied  States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or 
sums  thus  borrowed,  at  any  time  after  the  expi- 
ration of  twelve  years  from  the  last  day  ol  De- 
cember next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  ilie  Treasury,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Presideut  of  the  Umied  Stales,  be,  and  he  is 
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|h^by,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted  cer- 
h'f^ates  of  stock,  signed  by  the  Register  of  the 

iT-- __t-.  _/-> ;,_; -if r        .1 


:U^sury,  or  by  a  Cotnmiisioner  oi  Loans,  for  the 

>8U<||  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  or  for  any  part 

^th^eof.  and  the  same  to  be  sold.     And  the  Sec- 

retjry  of  the  Treasury  shall  lay  before  Congress 

at^ccouot  of  all  the  raotreys  obtained  by  the  sale 

oiJ|he  ceriilicafes  of  slock  la  manner  aforesaid, 

Jcfilher  with  a  statement  of  the  rate  at  which 

tt^*•5ame  may  have  been  sold. 

;  /<^c.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
;S^rtretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
la'itiforized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of^e  United;  States,  to  employ  an  agent  or 
^^%f^^)  ^or  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscription? 
:t(.  Jl^e  loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling 
aK|,part  of  Uie  stock  to  be  created  bf  virtue 
il4,H*"of.  A  commission,  not  exceeding  one  quarter 
hf'.tiie  per  cent,  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for 
wjiy*h  subscriptions  shall  hare  been  thus  ob- 
taUjd,  may,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Wjilowed  to  .such  agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum 
oi»L'*exceeding  nine  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
out  »>f  any  moiieys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
*UD'#'P'^'^'^'^-  '^  hereby  appropriated  for  paying 
Ibjiiimounl  of  such  coinmissioQ  or  commissions 
|u»)|ay  be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defraying 
tht'"«xpenses  of  printing,  and  issuing  the  subscrip- 
Uinrertificaie!}  and  certificates  of  slock,  and  other 
erp«ises  incid»jnt  to  the  completing  of  the  loan 
^Ut^^rized  by  ibis  act. 

'  |Sj|c.4.  And'.be  It  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
beife.wlul  to  rcfceive  in  payment  of  any  loan  ob- 
uiiid  under  this  act,  or  under  any  other  act  of 
Cofiiress  authorizing  a  loan.  Treasury  notes 
tvlij|h  have  been  issued  according  to  law,  and 
wjii-h  shall  bectine  due  and  payable  on  or  before 
tb^  frsf  day  of  January  next,  at  the  par  value  of 
^u^^  Treasury  notes,  together  with  the  interest 
!.l»ie^>on  accrued,  at  the  time  of  the  payment  on 
Acicfiunt  of  the  loan. 

^  c.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
m^c  1  of  'he  funds  constituting  the  annual  appro- 
pr^a  ion  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  pay- 
mit  ^^  ^^^  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
<l«*K!^of  the  United  States,  as  may  he  wanted  for 
ihiai  j)urpose,  after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary 
foy  ije  payraetit  of  the  interest  and  such  part  of 


['he^eof.^  principal  of  the  said  stock,  or  any  part 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  ad 
dition  to  the  annual  sum  of  eight  raillions'of  dol- 
lars, heretofore  appropriated  to  the  sinking  fund 
adequate  and  permanent  funds  shall,  durin^r  the 
present  session  of  Congress  be  proriJed  and  ao- 
propriated,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  re- 
imbursement of  the  principal  of  said  stock  created 
by  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  ad- 
equate and  permanent  sinking  fund,  gradually  to 
reduce,  and  eventually  to  extinguish,  the  public 
debt,  contracted,  and  to  be  contracted,  durincr  the 
present  war,  shall  also  be  established  during  the 
present  session  of  Congreps. 

S^c.  8.  And  be  Ufi4rther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  awful  for  any  of  the  banks  ,n  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum  authorized 
to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  anything  in 
any  of  iheir  charters  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Approved,  November  15,  1814. 


pHJrtipal  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by 
vi%^e  of  this  act.  It  shall,  accordingly,  be  the 
dtit^;of  the  Curamissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
toi«*U->e  tp  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  t°he  said 
fuf.;  yearly,  ^uch  sum  and  suras  as  may  be  an- 
111^3^  y  wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  accruing 
Vti  I  e  said  stock,  and  to  reimburse  the  principal, 
Jisi  t  le  same  shall  become  due,  and  may  be  dis- 
cl^i;;jed,  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the 
loiu  ;  and  they  are  further  authorized  to  apply. 
UitL  time  to  tune,  such  sum  or  sums,  out  of  the 
jiaid:  "und,  as  they  may  think  proper,  towards  re- 


} 


An  Act  to  tuthoriw  the  publication  of  the  Itwi  of  the 
Unit«d  Stales  within  the  TerritoriM  of  the  United 
otates. 

ne  it  enacted,  (fc.  That  the  Secretary  for  the 
Uepartraent  of  State  brand  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  cause  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  passed 
or  to  be  passed,  during  the  present  or  any  future 
session  of  Congress,  to  be  published  in  two  of  the 
public  newspapers  within  each  and  every  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  :  ProruUd.  In  his  opin- 
ion. It  siiall  become  necessary  and  expedient 

Approved,  November  k!l,  1814, 


An  Act  aulhonzing  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to 
app()int  a  Clerk  in  the  office  of  the  CommiMioner 
of  the  Revenue,  with  power  to  sign  license*. 
Be^t  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  hhall   be.  and  he  is  hereby   au- 
thorized, from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  requisite 
to  designate  a  clerk  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue,  to  assist  in  the  signing  of 
the   licenses  issuing  from   that  office;   and    the 
clerk  so  designated  shall  have  power  to  sign  his 
own  name  to  such  licenses  ;  which  signature  shall 
be  as  valid  as  that  of  the  said  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue. 

Approved,  November  22.  1814. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  during  the 
continuance   of  the  present  war,  to  make  an  addi- 
tional allowance  to  the  owners  and  masters  of  vea- 
sels,  for  bringing  back  to  the  United  States  desUtute 
and  distressed  American  seamen. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  during  the  continu- 
ance  of  the  present  war,  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  he   is  hereby,  authorized,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  often  dollars,  at  present  allowed  bv  law 
tor  returning  destitute  American  seamen  to  the 
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of  the  sum  annually  appropriated  for  the  relief  of 
destitute  American  seamen. 

Sec.  2.   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  adjust  and  settle  such  claims  as  may  have 
been  exhibited  at   the  Department  of  State,  for  i 
returning  destitute  American  seamen  to  the  Uni-  ' 
ted  States,  and  to  allow,  in  addition  to  the  ten 
dollars  at  present  allowed  by  law.  such  additional  ; 
compensation  as  he  may  deem  reasonable,  and  to  I 
pay  the  same  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  ' 
relief  of  destitute  American  seamen. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  during  the 
continuance  of  the  present  war  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  and  for  one  year 
thereafter. 

Approved.  December  1,  1814. 


An  Act  making  further  provision  for  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That,  froA  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  each  and  every  commissioned 
officer  who  shall  be  employed  in  the  recruiting 
service,  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
enlist  into  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates,  any 
free,  effective,  able-bodied  man,  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  fifty  years;  which  enlistment 
shall  be  absolute  and  binding  upon  ail  persons 
under  ihe  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  well  as 
upon  persons  of  full  age,  such  recruiting  officer 
having  complied  with  all  the  requisitions  of  the 
laws  regulating  the  recruiting  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtfter  enacted.  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  recruiting  officer  to  pay  or 
deliver  to  a  recruit  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  to  be  enlisted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  any 
bounty  or  clothingjOr  in  any  planner  restrain  him 
of  his  liberty,  until  after  the  expiration  of  four 
days  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment ;  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  recruit,  at  any  time  during 
the  said  four  days,  to  reconsider  and  withdraw  his 
enlistment,  and  thereupon  he  shall  forthwith  be 
discharged  and  exonerated  from  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  passed  the 
twentieth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  eniuled  ''An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  An  act  for  the  more 
perfect  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  as  requires  ihe  consent,  in  writing,  of  the 
parent,  guardian,  or  master,  to  authorize  the  en- 
listment of  persons  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed  : 
Provided,  hotcerer.  That,  in  case  of  the  enlist- 
ment of  any  person  held  to  service  as  an  appren- 
tice, under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  whenever 
such  person,  at  the  iiiue  of  his  enlistment,  shall 
be  held  by  his  indenture  to  serve  for  any  term  be- 
tween two  and  three  years,  his  master  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  one-half  of  ihe  money  bounty  ; 
if  held,  in  like  manner,  to  serve  between  one  and 
two  years,  ihe  master  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
one-third  of  the  money  bounty  as  aforesaid;  and 
if  held,  in  like  manner,  to  serve  one  year  or  less 


the  master  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one-foarth 
of  the  money  bounty  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
lieu  of  the  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land,  now  allowed  by  law,  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  each  non  commissioned  officer  and  sol- 
dier hereafter  enlisted,  when  discharged  from  ser- 
vice, who  shall  have  obtained  from  the  command- 
ing officer  of  his  company,  battalion,  or  regiment. 
a  certificate  that  he  had  faithfully  performed  his 
duty  whilst  in  service,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  to  be  surveyed,  laid  off,  and  grantea, 
under  the  same  regulations,  and,  in  every  respect, 
in  the  manner  now  prescribed  bylaw:  and  the 
widow  and  children,  and.  if  there  be  no  widow 
nor  child,  the  parents  of  every  non-commissioned 
officer  and  soldier  enlisted  according  to  law,  who 
may  be  killed  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  three  huti- 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  as  aforesaid;  but 
ihe  same  shall  not  pass  to  collateral  relations, 
any  law  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person  subject  to  militia  duty,  who  shall,  accord- 
ing to  law,  furni-h  a  recruit  lor  the  Army  of  the. 
United  Stales,  at  his  own  expense,  to  serve  during 
the  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  militia 
duty  during  t!ie  war ;  and  every  recruit,  thus  fur- 
nished, shall  be  delivered  to  some  recruiting  offi- 
cer of  the  United  Slates,  who  shall  immediately 
grant  his  receipt  for  such  recruit,  to  the  person 
furnishing  him,  and  shall  forthwith  report  the 
same  to  the  Department  of  War,  and  shall  specify 
in  the  report  the  name  of  such  person,  and  his 
place  of  residence,  as  well  as  the  name  and  de- 
scription of  the  recruit;  whereupon  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  to  grant  to  the  person  furnishing  such  re- 
cruit a  certificate  of  exemption  from  militia  duty 
during  the  war.  upon  calls  made  upon  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States;  which  certificate  shall 
be  good  and  available  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
for  that  object.  And  every  recruit  thus  furnish- 
ed shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  in  land,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  upon  the  same  conditions,  as 
the  other  recruits  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  December  10, 1814. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  laying  duties  on  notea^ 
of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies,  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligation.*!,  discounted  by  banks,  bank- 
ers, and  certain  companies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange 
of  certain  descriptions. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That,  in  respect  to  the  stamp 
duties  of  any  of  the  notes  of  private  bankers  which 
are  subject  by  law  to  such  duties,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  agree  to 
an  annual  composition  in  lieu  thereof,  with  any 
of  the  said  private  bankers,  at  the  rate  of  one  and 
a  half  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  annual 
profit  made  by  such  private  bankers,  respectively, 
upon  ihe  capital  employed  in  the  business  of  their 
respective  banks,  lo  be  ascertained  as  is  herein- 
after provided. 
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[  '  v|ec.  2.  And  be  H  further  enacted,  That  every  |      If  above  four  hundred,  aod  not  exceedini?  fi« 
:  jj^ir'ate  banker,  wlio  >hall  be  desiruus  to  en:er  into  '  hundred,  sixteen  dollars.  K  "»c 

^  {^, com posi lion  afore.said.  shall,  at  the  lime  of|      If  above  five   hundred,  and  not  exceedinrr  „,. 
\  if|P«sing  the  same,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of;  hundred,  ivveniy  two  dollars  ^ 

:  C';«j  Treasury  a  statement   verified    by    his  own         If  above  six  hundred  dollars,  and  not 

I  rlvtti    nr    amrmalinn     and    that    nf    hic    A«.k.'o.    ».      »:_>..   i i       •    j    n  .  ... 


I  <Ji*  or  affirmation,  and  that  of  his  cashier  or 
jj,*|cipal  clerk,  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  em- 
j^j»led,  or  to  be  employed,  in  his  bank,  and   ihe 
tf^fg^'.s  and  expenses  of  conducting  the  busioe-^s 
|eof,  in  such  detail  as  shall   be  saii-fjciory  to 
iSecretary  of  the  Treasury.     And  every  pri- 
'  banker,  after  entering  into  such  compoMiion. 
keep  a  weekly  account  of  his  discount!*,  is- 
fof  bank  notes  and  deposites,  and  shall,  once  in 
Iff  month,  transmit   to  the  Secretary    of  ilie 
isury  a  transcript  thereof,  verified   by  oath  or 
,-.w-Jtiation,  as  aforesaid;  atid   he  shall  aUo,  half 
X    i^'  "^^''''*  "7"*^  iransmii  to  the  Stcretary  uf  ihe 
T{|ti>ury  a  sta'ieiueni  of  the  profits  of  his  bank 
/<f  J'e  preceding  half  year,  verifit-d  as  aforesaid. 
jJSjc.  3.   An^  be  it  further  enacted.    That,  fur 
jtre  ^purpose  0^^  carrymg  such  coroposiiiou.i  into 
pffnjt,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea-ury  may,  from 
;i5i'^  to   time,  estimate    the    profits    of   the   said 
p*vkie  bankers,  respectively,  either  according  to 
itj-  Jmount  of  the  capital   by  them  respectively 
«t|i^  to  be  enr.j.loyed  in  the  business  ot  their  re- 
if'iMiwe  bank-^jBs  aforesaid,  and  the  half  yearly 


.    ,     ,        , —  exceedioff 

eight  hundred  dollars,  thirty  dollar.*. 

If  above  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  dollars,  forty  dollars. 

If  above  one  thousand  dollars,  fifty  dollar?. 

Which  valuations  shall  be  made  agreeably  to 
the  exisiin::  condition  of  the  carriage  and  harnesj 
at  the  lime  of  making  the  first  entry  thereof  in 
conlormiiy  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
shall  noi  be  changed  in  relation  to  any  .  a'rriage 
and  harness,  while  subject  to  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  act. 

Sec.  2  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
p  rson  having  or  keeping  such  carriage,  shJl 
yearly,  in  the  month  of  January,  m-.ke  and  sub- 
scribe a  true  and  exact  entry  ihereof.  describing 
the  same,  and  staling  its  denominaiion  and  the 
number  of  its  wheels,  together  with  its  value,  and 
that  of  the  hatnes-.  used  therefor,  as  afores-id; 
which  entry  >hall  be  lodged  with  the  collector 
appointed  by  virtue  of  thn  act.  eniiiled  "An  act 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes 
ar.d  intern.tl  duties,"  for  the  di>irict  in  which  the 
person  liable  for  the   payment  of  such  duty  may 
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baa^ni^  to  the  fxleot  appearing  upon  ihe  said 
m^^Jily  returijs  of  the  said  private  bankers,  re- 
spi.;i^.vely.  andjthe  usual  profits  made  upon  such 
O^lSiil.  And  ihe  said  private  bankers,  re^pec- 
ti>i^li,  ihall  pa?y  to  the  collector  of  internal  du- 
lit|^J^r  the  di.Sjtrict  wherein  their  banks,  re.«|)ec- 
tii^  il,  are  estatlished,  for  tlie  use  of  th-  United 
^l*st  .s,  a  compJKsiiion  in  lieu  of  the  said  stamp 
dul;4,  at  the  rate  of  one  and  a  half  per  cemum 
on't.^e  profits  w' their  respective  banks  e>ttmaied 
apD)J  »sceriaineii  in  either  of  the  modes  aforesaid, 
J  ^^proved,  December  10,  1814. 

Aii^J'fJt   to    proTidc  additional   rcTenues  for  defraying 
*«--  expenses  of  Govrrnmcnt,  and  maintaining  ihe 
^ic  credit,    ny  duties  ou  carriages,  and   the  har- 
\  used  therefor. 

lit  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  the  last  day  of 
|nber   instant,  there  shall  be    paid  the  fol- 
h  yearly  rates  aad  duties  upon  every  car- 
ria|;r|  with   the   harness   used   therefor,  kept  for 
u-st^  avhich  shall  not  be  exclusively  employed  in 
hiu,lj.«  udry,  or  for  the  transportation  of  g..od>,  ac- 
cow^»g  to  the  following  valuations,  lo  vvit: 
5,fi|o'  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  one  dollar. 
ill][lbove  fifty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dot.  J,*,  two  dollars. 

I^'Jbove  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  two 
hiif%  ed  dollars,  four  dollars. 

.Ut^auve  two  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  three 
'^J^'iff'^'Jj  J-t'ven  dollars. 

!JTl|>ove  three  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  four 
liuij|-^d,  eleven  dollars. 


prj.  ,s  by  them:  respectively  staled   to  be  actually     reside.     And  it  shall  be'ihe  duty  ofVhe  cnlYt-cIors 
IDjJj  thereon,  -as  aforesaid,  or  according  to   ti.e     nfore^aid  to  iittend  within  the  month  of  January 
Miio^nt  of  the.capiial   which,   upon    li.e  general     in  each  year,  at  three  or  more  of  the  most  public 
{.ifn.vip  e  and  practice  of  banking,  wuuid  be  requi-a..d   convenient   places  in   each  county     within 
!<i*.- Ind  proper,  for  conducting   the  buMness  of  a     their  respective  di.-tricts,  and   to  give   pul.lic   no- 
tice, at  least  ten  days  previous  to  ^uch  iljy,  of  t!ie 
time  and  jilace  of  sucli  attendance,  and  to  receive 
such  entry,  made  in   the  manner  before  directed 
at  such  place,  or  at  any  other  where  they  may  hap- 
pen to  be  uithin  Ihe  said  month  of  January,  with- 
in   which   said    month   the   duties   shall    be  paid 
agreeably  thereto,  and.  on    the   payment  thereof, 
10  grant  a  certifi.jate  fur  each  carriage  mentioned 
in  such  entry,  therein  specifying  ilie  name  of  the 
owner,  the  description  and  dei-ominaiion  of  the 
carriage,  and  the  sum  paid,  with  the  lime  when 
and  the  period   for   which   such  duly  sliall   be  so' 
paid;  and  the  forms  of  the  certificates  to  be  so 
gr.inieu,  shall   be  prescribed  l,y  the  Treasury  De- 
partment; and  such  certificates,  or  the  jcknowl- 
edgments  of  the  colkctor  aforesaid,  by  a  credit  Iq 
his  public  accounts,  shall  be  tiie  only  evidence  to 
be  exhibited  and  admitted,  that  any  duty  imposed 
by  this  act  has  been  discharged  :  Prodded,  necer- 
theteis,  That    no  certificate   shall    be  deemed   of 
validity  any  longer  than   while  the  carnage  for 
which  the  said  certificate  was  granted   is  owned 
hy  the  person   mentu^ned  in  such  certificate   un- 
less such  certificate  shall   be  produced   to  a'col- 
lector,  and  an  entry  shall  be  thereon  made  by  htm 
specifying  the  name  of  the  then   owner  of  such 
carriiige,  and   the  time  when   he  or  she  became 
possessed  ol  the  sair.e. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person  who.  after  the  month  of  December,  in  any 
yfar,  shall  commence  the  having  or  keeping  of 
any  carriage  suhject  to  duty,  shall  and  may,  at 
any   time  during  thirty   days  afier  be  shall  so 
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commence  the  having  or  keeping  of  such  car- 
riaee,  make  like  entry  and  payment  in  manner 
before  prescibed;  and  on  payment  of  such  pro- 
portion of  the  duly  laid  by  this  act  on  such  car- 
riage, and  the  harness  used  therefor,  a«.  the  lime, 
from  which  he  shall  commence  the  keeping  of 
such  carriage  to  the  end  of  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber then  next  ensuing,  shall  bear  to  the  whole 
year,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  may  demand  like 
certificates;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  condi- 
tions before  and  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person  having  or  keeping  any  carriage  subject  to 
duty,  who  shall  make  an  untrue  or  defective  en- 
try, to  evade  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  duty 
justly  and  truly  payable  according  to  this  act, 
shall  lose  the  sum  paid  pursuant  to  such  untrue 
or  defective  entry  ;  and  where  such  untrue  or  de- 
fective entry  hath  been  made,  or  where  no  entry 
shall  be  made,  or  where  there  ."hall  be  a  neglect 
of  payment  at  any  time  thereafter,  on  j)ersonal 
application  and  demand  at  the  house,  dwelling, 
or  usual  place  of  abode  of  such  person,  by  the 
proper  collector,  be  liable  and  shall  pay  the  duty 
by  this  act  imposed,  with  a  further  sum.  double 
the  amount  thereof;  one  moieiy  of  which  last 
sum  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  UNe  of  the  person 
who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if  other 
than  a  collector  shall  first  inform  in  such  case; 
winch  duty,  with  the  said  addition,  sliall  be  col- 
lected by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chat- 
tels of  ihe  f>erson  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  due. 
And  in  every  case  where  the  owner  of  a  carriage 
shall  fail  to  enter  the  same  in  conformity  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  the  collector  shall  have 
power,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  determine 
the  class  to  which  such  carnage  belongs,  and  to 
fix  the  duty  payable  on  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  where  any  duty  shall  be  collected  pursuant 
to  this  act,  whether  by  distress  or  otherwise,  cer- 
tificates shall  be  granted  for  each  carriage,  in 
manner  as  before   prescribed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
a  question  shall  ari»e.  in  the  execution  of  this  act, 
whether  a  carriage  is  exclusively  employed  m 
husbandry,  or  for  the  transportation  of  goods, 
such  carriage  shall  be  deemed  not  to  be  so  era- 
ployed,  unless  proof  to  the  contrary  be  adduced 
oy  the  own^r  or  keeper  thereof. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  entry  of  a  carriage  may  have  been  made  un- 
der the  "Act  laying  duties  on  carriages  (or  ihe 
conveyance  of  persons,"  passed  July  twenty- 
fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
for  a  period  extending  beyond  the  first  day  of 
Januaiy  next,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner 
or  keeper  thereof,  noiwithstandin;;.  to  render  the 
entry  required  by  the  second  section  of  this  act  to 
the  proper  collector,  and  to  pay  him  such  sum  as, 
with  any  duty  previously  paid,  sliall  amount  to 
the  whole  duty  payable,  according  lo  this  act,  on 
such  carriage  and  the  harness  used  therefor,  sub- 
ject, in  case  of  neglect  or  failure,  to  a  propor- 
iiunaie  part  of  the  penally  imposed  in  the  fourth 


section  of  this  act;  which  payment  shall  be  en- 
dorsed on  any  certificate  which  may  have  been 
granted. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever, hereafter,  there  shall  be  a  general  assess- 
ment made  throughout  the  United  Slates,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor  in  each  col- 
lection district,  agreeably  to  instructions  to  be 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  fo  cause 
a  list  of  carriages  liable  to  duty,  with  the  valua- 
tions thereof,  as  fixed  in  this  act,  to  be  made  out 
and  delivered  to  the  collector  for  such  district, 
according  to  which  valuations,  as  far  as  the  same 
may  apply,  the  duties  hereby  imposed  shall  be 
thereafter  assessed  and  collected  :  Provided,  That 
the  owner  or  keeper  of  a  carriage  liable  lo  duty, 
shall  not  be  thereby  released  from  the  obligation 
to  make  the  entry  hereby  required  lobe  made: 
And  provided,  further,  That  carriages  that  are 
not  contained  in  said  list  shall  be  also  liable  to 
duty. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  provisions  of  -An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  collection  of  internal  duties,  and  for 
the  appointment  and  compensation  of  assessors," 
passed  the  second  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall,  and  are  hereby 
declared  to  apply  in  full  force  to  the  duties  laid 
by  and  to  be  collected  under  this  act,  the  same  as 
il  such  duties  and  this  act  were  recognised  there- 
in ;  which  said  duties  sh.Tll  be  collected  by  the 
same  collector.^,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  same 
commissions,  and  under  the  same  directions,  as 
are  thereby  established  in  relation  to  the  other  in- 
ternal duties;  and  all  the  obligations,  duties,  and 
peoahies  thereby  imposed  upon  collectors,  are 
hereby  imposed  upon  the  collectors  of  the  duties 
laid  by  this  act. 

Sec.  10.   And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  provide 
for  the  payment  ol   the  expenses  of  Government, 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be  contract- 
ed, according  lo  the  terms  of  ihe  contracts,  re- 
spectively, and  for  creating  an  adequate  sinking 
lund  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually  lo  ex- 
tinguish  the  public  debt,  contracted  and   to*  be 
contracted,  the  internal  duties  laid  and  imposed 
by  this  act,  (and  those  laid  and  imposed  by  the 
''Act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  convey- 
ance of  persons,"  pa>sed  twenty-fourth  July,  one 
thousand  eight   hundred   and   thirteen,  so  far  as 
the  same  are  not  hereby  abolished.)  shall  be  laid, 
levied,  and  collected,  during  the  present  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and 
until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely 
accompliahed,  anything  in  any  act  of  Congress 
to  the  contrary  ihereoJ  in  anywise  notwiihsiund- 
ing.    And  for  effectual  af)plicaiion  of  the  revenue 
to  be  raised  by  and  iVoni  the  said  internal  duties 
to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the 
faith    of  the   United   States   is    hereby   pledged; 
Provided  always.  That  whenever  Congress  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or  cliange,  the 
said  internal  duties,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  it 
shall  be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon  providing  and  sub- 
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J  j^duciive  with  the 
;,langed:  Andprovic 
'•(«s  act  contained  sh 
|i^anywis?  ;o  rescrnc 


>5tuting  bjrlaw,  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the 
>|me  purpostes  other  duties,  which  shall  be  equally 
duciive  with  the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or 
.4^rfprori(Zed/urtAer,  That  nothing  in 
hall  be  deemed  or  construed 
,  ,    .       .  'd  or  impair  any  specific  ap- 

»  •P|^P'''3''o"  i'f  'he  said  duties,  or  any  or  either  of 
9  Ujem  heretofore  made  by  law,  hut  such  appropri- 
i  fsion  shall  rt-mam,  and  be  carried  into  effect  ac- 
\  icirding  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  laws 
:  ?-rfjking  ihe^ame;  anything  in  this  act  to  the  con- 
:  iXi^ry  thereoC  in  anywise  notwithstanding.t 
;  i  ^EcAl.A^d be itfurtherenacted.ThiCihe '-Act 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  here- 
tofore appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved.  December  15,  1814. 


J    ij^tndred  andifourteen,  except  so  far  as  il 
tif  y  apply  ti  the  collection  of  duties  whi 
\  >»i-e   previo(isly   accrued,  and  except  so   .,.   «^ 
ries  may  Jiave  been  made  or  duties  paid  under 


he  same 
ch  may 


;'tj  same,  as  contemplated  in  the  seventh  section 

,  cjlhisact:    \ProvUled,  That  all  fines,  penalties, 

I  ajijl  forfeitures,  which  have  been,  or  may  be.  in- 

}  c«red  undehthe  said  act,  shall  be  recovered  and 

.  e^fiributed,  ajad  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in 

;•  W  manner  as  if  the  said  act   had  continued  in 

I  f0ii  force  an(i  virtue. 

i  vi^pproved, {December  15,  1814. 

i  i?        i       — 

}  «<j  Act  makir^  additional  appropriations  for  the  8«r- 
♦  ice  of  the  lyear  one   ihouaand  eight   hundred  and 
-.       \  jurteea.      ' 

j  \e  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
i  bv  ises  of  thfj  military  establishment  during  the 
;  v;  r  eighteetj  hundred  and  fourteen,  in  add^'ition 
|<*/|he  sums  Ueretofore  appropriated  by  law  to  that 
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^      |ect,  the  foljlowing;  sums  be.  and  they  are  hereby. 
J  I J  iropriated;.  that  is  to  say: 
;  I-   'or  the  p-^y  of  the  army,  five   hundred  thou- 
ia    d  dollars. ; 

■     S'or  the  si^bsistence  of  the  army,  one  million 

tf  joUars.      ( 

.     'or  the  qi^artermaster's  department,  live  hun- 

^r  d  thousand  dollars. 
^  .'•"  'Or   the   c^dnance   department,  five    hundred 
;  ^h^jsand  dollars. 
J  ,   -or  clothit^g.  five  hundred  ihonsand  dollar^ 

i  Iec.  2.  An^  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 

Ja^ing  sums;  be  appropriated   for  the   purposes 

»e-#in  recite(| ;  that  IS  to  say  : 
•'  J  tor  defray«ng  the  compensation  granted  by  law 
.  ^-o|he  nie~''~-' — '••l.c  .  ,.  ./^ 


An  Act  directing  the  Staff  Officera  of  the  Army  to  com- 
ply with  the  reHUuiiiom  of  naval  and  marine  offioera 
in  certain  caaes.  ' 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
several  officers  ol  the  staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  to  provide  the  officers,  seamen  and 
marines,  ol  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  when 
acting,  or  proceeding  to  act.  on  shore,  in  co-oper- 
ation with  the  land  troops,  upon  the  requisition  of 
the  commanding  naval  or  marine  officer  of  any 
such  detachment  of  seamen  or  marines,  under 
o^ers  to  aci  as  aforesaid,  with  rations,  also  the 
officers  and  seamen  with  camp  equipage,  accord- 
ing to  the  relative  rank  and  station  of  each,  and 
the  military  regulations  in  like  cases,  together 
with  the  necessary  transportation,  as  well  (or  the 
men  as  for  their  baggage,  provisions,  and  cannon  • 
Provided,  nererthelesa,  That  the  contract  price  of 
the  rations  which  may  be  furnished  shall  be  re- 
imbursed out  of  the  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  navy. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re- 
spective quartermasters  of  the  army  shall,  upon 
the  requisition  of  the  commanding  naval  officer 
of  any  such  detachment  of  seamen  or  marines, 
furnish  the  said  officer  and  his  necessary  aids' 
with  horses,  accoutrements,  and  forage,  during 
the  time  they  may  be  employed  in  cooperating 
with  the  land  trooi)s  as  aforesaid. 

Approved,  December  15,  1814. 


^  imb(\T%  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep 

Be  jrntattves,  (heir  officers  and  attendants,  during 
eh'iyear  one 'thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
T^tp,  in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appro- 
jr)|ted  lor  thjt  purpose,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
qo^ars.  ? 

ises  of  the 

,.    ?       J        ,     .        .    -. ' o  '..e  year  one 

<J*oVsand  eigljt  hunured  and  fourteen,  the  sura  of 
iijviii  thousand'.dollar?.  in  addition  to  the  sum  here- 
•  Wjfi./re  appropriated, 
-^^'^r  f^efrayrog  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Iif*se  of  Rei)reseutaiives,  during  the  year  one 


M  |or  defraying  the  contingent  expen 
V^uate  of  theiUnited  States,  durint^  th( 


4 
t 


An  Act  to  provide  additional  revenuea  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  duties  on  i>piriu  distilled  within  the 
United  8ute«,  and  Territories  thereof,  and  by  amend- 
ing the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distilJers  of 
spirituous  liquors. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  February  next,  there  shall  be  paid  upon  all 

spirits,  unlesshereinafterspecially  excepted  which 
after  the  said  day,  shall  be  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  Territories  thereof  in  any  still  or  stills 
or  in  any  other  vt-ssel,  or  by  the  aid  of  any  boiler,  as 
defined  in  the  art,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  in  ad- 
dition to  the  duties  payable  for  licenses  therefor, 
the  duties  following;  that  is  to  say:  for  every 
gallon  of  such  spirits  distilled  wholly  or  in  part 
Irom  foreign  materials,  twenty  cents;  and  for 
every  gallon  of  such  spirits  distilled  from  dome-^tic 
materials,  twenty  cents;  which  said  duties  shall 
be  paid  by  the  owner,  agent,  or  superintendent,  of 
the  still  or  other  vessel,  in  which  the  said  spirits 
•Miall  have  been  distilled;  the  amount  thereof 
payable  by  any  one  person,  at  any  one  time,  if 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars,  shall,  and  if  exceedmg 
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ten  dollars  may,  be  paid  in  money,  with  a  deduc- 
tion of  two  per  centum,  at  the  time  of  rendering 
the  accounts  of  spirits  so  chargeable  with  duty, 
required  to  be  rendered  by  the  second  section  of 
this  act,  or  without  deduction  at  the  next  sub- 
sequent time  prescribed  for  rendering  such  ac- 
counts. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  February  next, 
shall  be  the  owner  of  any  still  or  boiler,  or  other 
vessel,  used  or  intended  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  distilling  spirituous  liquors,  or  who  shall  have 
such    still    or  boiler,   or  other  vessel,   under  hi> 
superintendence,  either  as  agent    for  the  owner 
or  on    his  own  account,   shall,    before    the  said 
day,  and  every  person   who.  after  the  said  day, 
shall   use  or  intend   to  use  any  still  or  boiler,  or 
other  vessel,  as  aforesaid,  either  as  owner,  agent, 
or  otherwise,  shall,  before  he  shall  begin  so  to  use 
or  cause  the  same  so  to  be  used,  give  bond  in  such 
sum  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Treasory  De- 
partment, with  at  least  two  sureties,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  collector  of  internal  duties  for  the 
district  in  which  the  same  shall    be  situate,  in  a 
sum   not  less  than  the  computed  duties  for  one 
year,  nor  less  than   one  thousand  dollars,  that  he 
will,  before  using  or  causing  the  same  to  be  used, 
make  true  and  exact  entry  and  report,  in  writing, 
to  the  said  collector,  of  every  such  siiU  or  boiler, 
or  other  vessel,  owned  or  superintended  by  him, 
with  the  capacity  thereof,  the  names  of  the  own- 
er, agent,  and  superintendent,  the  place  where  sit- 
uate, and  whether  intended  to  be  employed  on  for- 
eign or  domeilic  materials,  with  the  quantity  of 
domestic  spirits,  in  gallons,  which  he  may  have 
on  hand  ;  that  he  will  thereafter,  before  using  or 
causing  the  same  to  be  used,  make  like  entry  and 
report  of  any  other  still  or  boiler,  or  other  vessel, 
used,  or  intended  to  be  used,  for  distillation,  that 
he  may  own,  or  have  the  asency  or  superinten- 
dence of,  with  the  capacity  thereof,  the  names  of 
the  owner,  agent,  and   superintendent,  tiie  place 
where  situate,  and  whether   intended    to  be   em- 
ployed on  foreign  or  domestic  materials,  with  in- 
formation from  time  to  time,  of  any  change  in  the 
form,  capacity,  agency,  ownership,  or  superinten- 
dence, which  all  or  either  of  the  said  stills  or  boil- 
ers, or  other  vessels,  may  undergo;  that  he  will, 
from  day  to  day,  enter,  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in 
a  book  lo   be  kept   by  him   for   that   purpose,  and 
which  shall  be  open  at  all  limes,  between  the  ri- 
sing and  setting  of  the  sun.  for  the  inspection   of 
the  said   collector,  who  may  take  any  minutes, 
memorandums,  or  transcripts  thereof,  the  number 
of  gallons  of  spirits  distilled,  keeping  separate  ac- 
counts of  the  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  and  do- 
mestic materials;  and  will  render  to  the  said  col- 
lector, on  the  first  day  of  January.  April.  July,  and 
October,  in  each  year,  or  withm  ten  days  there- 
after, a  general  account  in  writing,  taken  from 
his  books,  of  the  number  of  gallons  of  each  kind 
of  spirits  distilled  for  three  months  preceding  said 
days,  or  for  such  portion  thereof  as   may  have 
elapsed  from  the  date  of  said  entry  and  report,  to 
the  said  day  which  shall  next  ensue;   that  he  will. 
at  the  said  times,  deliver  to  the  said  collector  the 


original  book  of  entries,  which  book  shall  be  re- 
tained by  said  officer ;  that  he  will  verify  or  cause 
to  be  verified,  the  said  entries,  reports,  books,  and 
general  accounts,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be 
taken  before  the  collector,  or  some  officer  author- 
ized by  the  laws  of  the  State  to  administer  the 
same,  according  to  the  form  required  by  this  act, 
where  the  same  is  prescribed;  and  that  he  will 
pay  to  the  said  collector  the  duties  which  by  this 
act  ought  to  be  paid  on  the  spirits  so  distilled,  and 
in  the  said  account  mentioned,  if  not  exceeding 
ten  dollars,  at  ilie  time  of  rendering  an  account 
thereof  with  a  deduction  of  two  per  centum,  and 
if  exceeding  ten  dollars,  either  at  said  time,  with 
a  like  deduction,  or  at  the  next  subsequent  time 
prescribed  for  rendering  such  accounts,  without 
deduction  :  and  the  said  bond  may,  from  time  to 
time,  at  the  discretion  of  the  collector,  be  renewed 
or  changed  in  regard  to  the  sureties  and  penalties 
thereof 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
entries  made  in  the  books  of  the  distiller,  required 
to  be  kept  by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall, 
on  the  said  first  day  of  January,  April.  July,  and 
October,  or  within  ten  days  thereafter,  be  verified 
by  the  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  lakea  as  afore- 
said, of  the  person  or  jjersons  by  whom  such  en- 
tries shall  have  been  made,  which  qualification 
shall  be  certified  at  the  end  of  such  entries  by  the 
collector,  or  officer  administering  the  same,  and 
shall  be  in  substance  as  follows  :  '■  I  do  swear,  (or 
affirm.)  that  the  foregoing  entries  were  made  by 
me  on  the  respective  days  specified,  and  that  they 
state,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief,  the  whole  quantity  of  spirits  distilled  at  the 

distillery,  owned  by in  the  county  of 

amounting  to gallons,  distilled  from  domestic 

materials,  and gallons,  distilled  from  foreign 

materials." 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
owner,  agent,  or  superintendent  aforesaid,  shall, 
in  case  the  original  entries  required  to  be  made 
in  his  books  by  the  second  section  of  this  act  shall 
not  be  made  by  himself,  subjoin  lo  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  the  person  bv  whom  they  were 
made,thefollowingoathor  affirmation, to  be  taken 
as  aforesaid  :  "  I  do  swear,  (or  affirm.)  that,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  the  forego- 
ing entries  are  just  and  true,  and  that  I  have  tak- 
en all  the  means  in  my  power  to  make  them  so.'' 

Sec.  5.  And  beit further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases 
in  which  the  duties  aforesaid,  payable  on  spirits, 
shall  not  be  duly  paid,  the  person  or  persons 
chargeable  therewith  shall  pay  in  addition  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  thereof;  and  in  case  such 
duties,  with  said  addition,  shall  not  be  paid  within 
three  months  from  the  time  the  said  duties  ought 
to  be  paid,  the  collector  for  the  district  shall  make 
a  personal  demand  of  the  same  from  such  person 
or  persons,  or  by  notice  in  writing,  left  at  his  or 
her  dwelling,  if  within  the  collection  district,  and 
if  not,  at  the  distillery  owned  or  superintended  by 
such  person  or  persons;  and  in  case  of  refusal  or 
neglect  to  pay  the  said  dutie.«,  with  the  addition, 
within  ten  days  after  such  demand  or  notice,  the 
amount  thereof  shall  be  recovered  by  distress  and 
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I  teajfe  of  ihe  goo.l,,  chattels,  and  effect.,  of  the  de-  (  be  done  as  aforesaid,  eicepi.ng  to  pay  ihe  duues 
;Ij*quenl;  aud  m  case  of  such  disiress.  ii  shall   be     herebv  laid  in  m.P,  «,.,«,;  .k5  k.i.iL        "  .    " 


[J  *f  jl^jquen';  3'W  in  case  of  such  disiress,  it  shall  be 

m  I  M*  'Ju'y  of  ijie  officer  charged  with  the  collection, 

^-  -  ^Hjltnak*-,  or  cause  to  be  made,  an  account  of  the 

«)!.»ds  or  chaUels  which  may  be  distrained,  a  copy 
fiwhich,  signed  by  the  officers  making  such  dis- 
i  »^s,  s,h.ill  bj  left  with  the  owner  or  possessor  of 
^  f±h   goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  or  at  his  or  her 

•  <  ){pll'n?,  wiih  a  note  of  the  sum  demanded,  and 
;  i  If  lime  anij  place  of  sale  ;  and  the  said  officer 
'  f)|ll,  lorthwjith,  cause  a  noiificaiion  to  be  pub- 

I  ^y  posted  :up.  at  two  of  the  taverns  nearest  to 
i  i  re>idencii  of  the  person  whose  property  shall 
W  J  di.'>trainf(^,  or  al  the  cou.'t-hnu.se  of  the  same 

■  fJ-^Diy,  if  no*  more  than  ten  miles  distant,  which 
:  -^iice  shall  jspecify    the  articles  distrained,  and 

■  j|(j  lime  or  ^place    proposed  /or  the  sale  thereof, 

:  U^  dale  of  ;^ch  notification,  and  the  place  pro- 

•  pw.ed    for  saie   not  more  than  five  miles  diMant 

•  J^^  'he  pUc^  of  m..kiiigsuch  distress:  Prodded. 

•  ^.it  in   anycase  of  di>tress   for  the  payment  of 

•  |l«^  dunes  atiiresaid.  the  goods,  chattel,  or  effects, 
t  •^.^^''Taineii  shall  and  may  be  restored  to  the 
>  ^^^er  or  poiise>sur,  if,  prior  to  the  sale  thereof, 
i  lijrtmr-nt  or  Render  thereof,  shall  be  made  to  the 
t  l^i\v^'  officervcharged  with  the  collection,  of  the 
;  l?i^{^muui.t  Remanded,  logeilier  wiih  such  ft-e  for 
,  Ijc^.yiiig,  and  fuch  sum  for  the  necessary  and  rea- 
<ajc|iiible   expe^ises  of  removing  and    ke.pmg  the 

a(j^.Js,  chaiiels  or   effr-cts,  so  distrained,  as^'may 
besilowed  injiike  c&ses  by  the  laws  or  practice  of 
tJi^-^St,.te  or  Jerritoiy  wherein   the  distress  .shall 
tC^V^  been  mitde  ;  but  in  case  of  non-payment,  or 
tl-^^er,  as  afujesaid,  the  said  officer  shall  proceed 
t^^si^ll  the  sdi.|  goods,  chattels,  or  eff^-cls,  at  public 
a^ion,  and  ^^ilall  and  may  retain,  from  the  pro- 
citds  ol   suchj  sales,  the  amount  deman.lable  for 
tbf'iJ>euf  theJUnited  States,  with  the  said  neces- 
JHJH  and  rea^unahle  expenses  of  distress  and  sale, 
.a^*;^.furesHld.  aVid  a  comrais>ion  of  five  per  centum 
tjijeon  (or  h|>  own  u»e,  rendering  the  overplu< 
i([y^y  thnre  hn,  to  the  person  whose  goods,  chat-' 
t^i  ^or  effeci-j  shall  have  been  distrained  :  Pro 
cfi^A  Tnai  itjshall  not  be  lawful  to  make  distress 
m  i|e  tools  or  Implements  of  a  trade  or  prolession 
U^ns  of  the  [iluugh  necessary  for  the  cultivation 
o(  jfeiproved  lynds,  arn>s.  or  necessary  household 
flir?>*iture,  andjapparel  for  a  family. 
:  ;^c.  6.  AnU  be  it  further  enacted,  That   all 
pr>i^>i  which  >^iall  be  distilled  wiiDm  the  United 
S.^k^s  or  Ter^iories  thereof,  the  duties  on  which 
^\\.'U  not  havejbeen  duly  paid  or  secured,  accord- 
»^Jo  the  trur)   intent  and   meaning  of  this  act 


hereby  laid  in  cases  wtiere  the  bond  required  br 
the  .second  section  of  this  act  has  been  given  shjll 
forfeit,  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  all  ihe 
spirits  distilled  by  or  for  him,  and  the  miIU,  boil- 
ers, and  other  vessels  used  in  distillation,  together 
With  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  recor- 
ered,  with  costs  of  suit;  which  said  spirits,  with 
the  vessels  containing  thesame,and  stills,  boilers, 
and  other  vessels  used  in  distillation,  may  be  seized 
by  any  collector  of  the  internal  duties,  and  held 
by  him  until  a  decision  shall  be  had  thereon  ac- 
cording to  law :  Provided,  Such  seizure  be  rriade 
within  three  months  after  the  cause  for  the  same 
may  have  occurred,  and  that  a  prosecuiion  or  ac- 
tion thereupon  shall  have  been  commenced  by 
such  collector,  within  twenty  days  after  the  seiz- 
ure thereof. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case 
the  duties  aforesaid  shall  not  be  paid  or  recovered 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  in  case 
any  acts  shall   be  dont-  contrary  to,  or  any  acts 
omitted  that  are  required  to  be  done  by,  the  bond 
to  be  given  as  aloresaid,  or  the  penalties  incurred 
thereby  shall  not  be  recovered,  the  said  bond  >hall 
be  deemed   forfeited,  and  shall    be  put  in  suit  by 
the  collector,  for  the  recovery  of  the  amount  of 
the  said  dunes,  with  the  addition  thereon,  penal- 
ties, and  costs,  or  ei«her,  as  the  case  may  be  ;  and 
judgment  thereon  shall  and  may  be  taken  at  the 
return  term,  on  motion  to  be  made  in  open  court 
unless  sufficient  cause  to   the  conirary  be  >h..WQ 
to,  and  allowed   by,  the  court:  Provided,  That 
the  writ  of  process  m  such  case  shall  have  been 
executed  at  least  fourteen  days  belore  the  return 
day  thereof. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  forcibly  obstruct  or  hiuder  a  collector 
in  the  execution  of  this  act,  or  of  any  of  ibe  pow- 
ers or  authorities  hereby  vested  in  him,  or  shall 
lorcibly  rescue,  or  cause  to  be  rescued,  any  sjiir- 
its,  still,  boiler,  or  other  ve>sel,  alter  the  same 
shall  have  been  seized  by  him,  or  shall  attempt 
or  endeavor  so  to  do,  the  person  so  offending  shall 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  nay  the 'sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  col- 
lector shall  he  authorized  to  enter,  at  any  time 
between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  any 
distillery  or  place  where  any  bUlls,  boilers  or 
other  vessels  used  in  distillation,  are  kept,  wil'hio 
hH  collection  district,  for  the  purpose  of  exami- 
ning  and  measuring  the  same,  and  the  other  ves- 
sels 'berein,  or  of  inspecting  the  accountsof  spirits 
Irora  time  to  time  distilled.     And  every  owner  of 


?Ml;'/p '^",'^'^'  ?"h  ""'^  ^'  r""'^  "^  i^>^i.nJ,    ...  .u  urue  u.suj.eu.     And  every  owner  o 

^yrWc.d.ect^rof  the  internal  duties:  Provided    such   distillery   or  stills    or  hmi-r     ^    . 
^^cjj/.,  Thatlsuch  spirits  shall  not  be  liable  to  '  sels,  or  pe    oZ'Uvinl /be  a^rncv^r'u ^ 
^.e^re  and  f.feiture  in  the  hands  of  a  bonafide     dence  of  the  sa.L    ^ho  sifa  1    refdseT  l'" 

':$::::::: z r;-^' ''- '--  -- ^-'=^  z^ t'-'- - >uffer^him\:'lxl"iindtea- 

v*        -     .        .      .1'--  ""^"^   "^'^  ^3'"^.  ^r  to  luspect  said  accounts,  shall. 

for  every  such  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
nve  hundred  dull.irs. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  wilfully  taking 
a  disc  oath  or  affirmation,  in  any  of  the  cases  in 
wiuch  an  oath  or  affirmation  is  required  to  be 


->i|/eiture  in  the  hands  of  a  bonafide 
piirij.aser  wnl.oul  notice  of  the  duties  not  bein<r 
j)c|ii,7or  secure  I  lo  b-'  piiil.  ° 

fi^c.  7.  Anu  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 

ovj^r.  agent,  oj  superintendent,  of  any  still, boiler 
cr,.||,er  vessel  used  in  the  distillation  of  spirits^ 
^J,i.Khall  negl.^ct  or  refuse  to  muke  true  and  exact 
r#t  I  and  repoji  of  the  same,  or  to  do,  or  causy  to 
Hi^ne,  any  o[  the  things  " 

t 
i 
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by  this  act  required  to 


»  •. 


1849 


APPENDIX. 


1850 


Public  Acta  of  Ccngreu. 


taken  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  to  which  persons  are  liable 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  shall,  more- 
over, forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollar?. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
person  who  shall  have  refu.^ed  or  neglected  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
entitled,  while  such  refusal  or  neglect  continues, 
to  receive  a  license  for  employing,  in  distillation, 
any  still,  or  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  or  shall  be  en- 
titled to  credit  for  any  duties  on  spirits  that  may 
have  accrued. 

Sec.  13  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
collector  shall  give  receipts  for  all  sums  by  him 
collected  under  this  act. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  it 
shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
for  the  district,  that  any  owner,  agent,  or  super- 
intendent, of  a  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel  used  in 
distillation,  who  shall  have  given  bond  agreeably 
to  the  second  section  of  this  act,  and  shall  have 
ceased  lo  use  the  same  for  one  year,  and  made 
oath  or  affirmation  thereof,  to  be  lodged  with  said 
collector,  hath  acted  agreeably  to  the  condition 
of  such  bond,  the  collector  sliall  cause  such  bond 
to  be  delivered  to  said  owner,  agent,  or  superin- 
tendent. 

Sec  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
the  provisions  of  this  act.  as  well  as  of  the  "Act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors,"  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  be 
deemed  to  apply  to  any  still,  or  boiler,  or  other 
vessel  used  in  distillation,  which  shall  beemployed 
in  the  rectification  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  to 
spirits  rectified  therein,  or  with  the  aid  thereof. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
licen.se  heretofore  or  hereafter  granted  for  employ 
ing  a  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  in  distillnlg 
spirits  from  foreign  materials,  shali  authorize  the 
distilling  spirits  from  domestic  materials  also. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
'•Act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spi- 
rituous liquors,"  passed  the  iwenty-fuurth  of  July, 
one  thousand  eignt  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  be 
deemed  to  remain  in  full  force,  except  as  to  the 
alterations  thereof  contained  in  this  act,  and  that 
the  several  provisions  of  'An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  collection  of  internal  duties,  and 
for  the  a()pointment  and  compensation  of  asses- 
tors,"  passed  ihe  second  day  of  August,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  tbirteen,  shall,  and  are 
hereby  declared  to,  apply  in  full  force  to  the  duties 
laid  by,  and  to  be  collected  under,  this  act,  the 
same  as  if  such  duties  and  this  act  were  recognised 
therein,  which  said  duties  shall  be  collected  by 
the  same  collectors,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the 
same  commissions,  and  under  the  same  directions. 
as  are  hereby  established  in  relation  to  the  other 
internal  duties;  and  all  the  obligations,  duties, 
and  penalties,  thereby  imposed  upon  the  collec- 
tors, are  hereby  imposed  upon  the  collectors  of 
the  duties  laid  by  this  act:  Provided,  That  if 
any  person  to  whom  a  license  shall  have  been 
granted,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  ''Aa  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  dis- 


tillers of  spirituous  liquors,"  and  who  shall  have 
given  bonds  for  the  payment  of  thp  duties  therein 
mentioned,  shall,  on  or'before  the  first  d^y  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  discontinue  the  u-eofany  still  or  stills, 
for  the  use  of  which  the  said  license  shall  have 
been  granted,  and  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
collector  ofiniernat  duties  for  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  be  situate,  such  license  shall  there- 
upon cease  to  be  in  force,  and  such  person  shall 
be  holden  to  pay  the  same  duties,  and  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  upon  the  bonds  sifore>aid, 
as  in  case  the  said  license  had  been  oricinally 
granted  for  the  term  during  which  it  shall  have 
been  in  force  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  licenses  authorized  and  directed  to 
be  granted  by  the  "Act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  di-lillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  passed  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  there  may  and  shall  be 
granted  like  licenses  for  a  still  or  stills,  and  for  a 
boiler  or  boilers,  for  the  term  or  period  of  one 
week,  on  payment,  or  securing  of  pyment,  of  the 
following  duties,  for  each  gallon  of  the  capacity 
thereof. 

For  a  still  or  stills,  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  domestic  n)aterial>^,  five  cents. 

For  a  boiler,  or  boilers,  as  defined  in  the  said 
act,  employed  tn  distilling  spirits  from  domestic 
materials,  ten  cents. 

One-half  only  of  which  rate?  of  duty  shall  be 
paid  for  a  still  or  stills,  and  boiler  or  boilers,  em- 
ployed wholly  ID  the  distillation  of  roots. 

Which  said  duties  shall  be  collected  in  ihesarae 
manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  provisions,  as 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  said  act. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  de- 
duction, at  the  rate  of  eight  percent  urn  per  annum, 
shall  be  made  from  the  duty  payable  for  a  license 
to  distil  spirituous  liquors,  on  the  payment  thereof 
at  I  be  time  of  obt.iininj  the  same. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  who  may  be  the  owner,  agent,  or  superin- 
tendent, of  one  still  only,  whose'  capacity  shall 
not  exceed  one  hundred  gallons,  or  of  one  boiler 
only,  whose  capacity  shall  not  exceed  fifty  gallons, 
and  each  of  which  shall  be  wholly  employed  in 
distilling  spirits  from  domestic  ma'enaN,  shall 
have  the  ofition  of  complying  with  the  foregoing 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  uJ  the  "Act  laying  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors," 
passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July;  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  or  of  paying, 
agreeably  to  the  provisionsof  this  act.  twenty-five 
cents  for  every  gallon  of  spirits  distilled  in  such 
still  or  boiler :  Provided,  That,  to  entitle  such 
person  to  the  benefits  of  the  latter  alierniitive,  he 
shall  deliver  a  written  statement  of  his  desire  to 
the  collector  of  the  district  in  which  such  still  or 
boiler  may  be  situate,  specifying  the  contents  of 
the  same,  previously  to  the  limes  of  using  such 
still  or  boiler  in  every  year.  And  a.oy  person  so 
accepting  the  latter  alternative,  who  shall  fail  to 
comply  with  the  condition  on  which  ihe  same  is 
hereby  allowed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars;  which  said  forfeiture  shall 
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i  :^°°u  *'*^!3fft!ct  or  impair  any  other  penalty 

;    r^TJch  wourJ  Otherwise  attach  to  such  failure, 
;  j   gEc.  2l.xind  be  it  further  enacted,   That   u 
r  j^jjall  be   tlit-  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaui   in 
jV*»r  respecuve  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
j'lj^i^rized,  to  ,}ollect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act 
>.-^id    to  prosfcute  for   the  recovery  of  the  same' 
Md  for  the  Recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which 
.J-iiy  be  lorf.jited  by  virtue  of  this  act :     And  all 
Cije.s,   penalties,  and   forfeitures,  which  shall  be 
■    »4:urred    by'force  of  this  act,  shall  aiid  may  be 
.   ^^d  lor,  ami  recovered,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
.-ijfctes,  or  ol]  the  collector  within  whose  district 
.  ^ff  sucti   fiae,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have 
;  ^0  incurr^,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  one 

•  ■^ti'^'l  ^^er^of  to  ihe  use  of  the  United  States, 
;  *{F  'ne  otler  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
<  ^  son  who^if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover  if 
;  ft  ler  than  ^  collector,  shall  first  inform,  of  the 
I  £a  ise,  mattej,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine 
.^alty,  or  (Ijrfeiture,  shall  have  been  incurred; 
J  aj  1  where  tLe  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 

H.  se  or  acojue  more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from 
.  Uv  [  nearest  jilace  by  law  established  for  the  hold- 
■.  ^  j#  of  a  district  cuurt,  within  the  district  in  which 
;  tU  same  sh«ill  arise  or  accrue,  suclt  suit  and  re- 

'  /'ff  ^y  '"^y  ^^  ^^"^  ^^^^^^  *"y  court  of  the  State 
r  lu^den  withiju  the  said  district,  having  jurisdic- 
'  (i|ii)  in  like  cjjses. 

J  ;|«Ec.22.  /{nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That   the 

J  ^ejector  shall  furuish  to  each  distiller  within  the 

-  tf|ection  di.'itrict.  an  abstract  of  this  act,  and  of 

ihj  "Act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 

Sf^ituous  liquors,"  and  of  such  provisions  of  the 
ISj^i  to  ame^d  the  act   '  ' 

.    lietailers  of' wines,  spi 

♦  ^-f  chandise,^and  fur  other  purposes,"  as  re«»ards 
«4v|iliers;  wljich  abstract  shall  be  prepared"  and 
'  ^'^'"^'^  '°  ^^^  collectors,  under  the  direction  of 
f  Ni'l  secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

.1  JjfEc.  23.  \nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  to- 
Vtirds  establishing  an  adequate  revenue,  to  pro- 
fMe  lor  the  jjaymeat  of  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
if^it;  for  tlje  punctual  payment  of  the  public 
ffjt,  princip.-jl  and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be 
-•^itracted  a(jcordingto  the  termsof  the  contract- 
^  iP^ectively  ;^ and  for  creating  an  adequate  sink- 
:  ^Jfund.  grafdually  to  reduce,  and  eventually  to 
^xinguish,  tr^e  public  debt,  contracted,  and  to  be 
<|o4iracted  ;  wie  rates  and  duties  laid  and  imposed 
^  hu  act,a«,d  the  duties  laid  and  imposed  upon 
Mcinses  to  distillers,  in  and  by  the  said  act  enti 


^tjoame^^d  the  act,  laying  duties  on  licenses 
'•"ituous  liquors,  and  foreign 


belawfulsotodo,upon  providing  and  substituting 
by  law,  at  the  same  lime,  and  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, other  duties,  which  shall  be  equally  pro- 
ductive with  the  duties  so  altered,  reduced  or 
changed:  And  prodded  further,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed 
in  any  wise  to  rescind  or  impair  any  specific  ap- 
propriation of  the  said  duties,  or  either  of  them 
but  such  appropriation  shall  remain  and  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  according  to  the  true  inteol  and 
meanioo:  of  the  law  and  laws  making  the  same 
anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  m 
any  wise  notwuhstaDding. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  fu- 
ture It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  distiller  or  distiller* 
of  domestic  spirits,  and  all  persons  from  whose 
materials  such  spirits  shall  be  distilled,  to  sell 
without  license,  any  quantity  thereof  not  less  than 
one  gallon. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  U further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an- 
ticipate  the  collection   aad  receipt  of  ihe  duties 
laid  and  imposed  by  this  act.  and  by  the  said  act 
entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  dis' 
tillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  by  obtaining  a  loan 
upon  the  pledge  of  the  said  duties  for  the  reim- 
bursement thereof,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
SIX  millions  of  dollars,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum.     And 
any  bank  or  banks,  now  incorporated,  or  which 
may  hereaher  be  incorporated,  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  State:-,  is  and  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  make  such  loan  :  Provided  aiways  and  it 
utea:pre»»ly  declared.  That  the  money  so  obtained 
upon  loan,  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose.s  afore- 
said, to  which   the  said  duties,  so  to  be  pledged 
are  by  this  act  applied  and  appropriated,  and   to 
no  other  purposes  whatsoever. 
Approved,  December  21,  1814. 


•  J^i    .^.^  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers 

4f  ispirituous.  liquorV  shall  continue  to  be  laid, 

.  Jjcv^ed,  and  collected,  during  the  present  war  be^ 

.  l^^en  the  Uijited  States  and  Great  Britain,  and 

iyi|l  the   purjio.es  aforesaid  shall  be  completely 

.ifcomplished,  anything   in  the  said  act  of  Con- 

{|;t  s   to  the   contrary   thereof  in  any  wise   noi- 

yi' istandmg,     And,   for   the   effectual  applica- 

t'o-    of  the  revenue  to  be  raised  by  and  frorn  the 

s*>i    duties,  tuihe  purposes  aforesaid,  in  due  form 

c«  iiw,  the  faj-th  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 

Jl^jged  -.Pnyyided  always.  That  whenever  Con- 

;^^  s  shall  d«ra  it  expedient  to  alter,  reduce    or 

.c|^  ige,  the  ssid  duties,  or  either  of  them,  it  shall 


An  Act  to  provide  addiliona!  revenues  for  defrsymg 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  ihc 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on 
licenses  to  retaU  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  for- 
eign merchandise,  and  for  increasing  the  rates  of 
postage. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  February  next,  there  shall  be  laid,  levied 
and  collected,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  a 
sum  ol  one  hundred  per  centum  upon,  and  in  ad- 
dition to.  the  amount  of  the  rates  and  duties  re- 
spectively laid  upon  sales  by  way  of  auction    in 
and  by  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise,  and 
ships  and  vessels,"  passed  on  the  twenly-lourth 
day  of  July,  in   the  year  eighteen   hundred  and 
thirteen.     And   the  said  additional  duty  of  one 
hundred  per  centum   shall   be   levied,  collected, 
paid,  aiKl  accounted  for,  in  like  manner,  by  the 
same  officers,  subject,  in  all  respects,  to  the  same 
regulations  and  provisions,  and  with  the  like  fines, 
penalties,  forfeitures,  and  remedies,  from  breaches 
of  the  law,  as  thj  said  act  of  Congress,  and  the 
act  to  amend  the  said  act,  passed  on  ih«  twenty- 
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fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  declare  and  establish  for  levy- 
ing, collecting:,  and  laying,  the  original  duties  to 
which  the  said  duty  of  one  hundred  per  centum 
is  hereby  added  and  attached.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  every  auctioneer,  who  shall  have  given 
bond  under  the  said  acts,  to  give  like  bond  under 
this  act.  subject  to  the  same  penalties  prescribed 
in  the  said  act,  passed  on  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
And  ail  sales  at  auction  of  any  part,  or  parcel,  of 
any  merchandise,  with  the  design  and  effect  to 
ascertain  and  fix  a  price  for  the  whole,  or  for 
any  other  part,  of  such  merchandise,  without  ex- 
posing the  whole,  or  .such  other  part,  to  public 
sale,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  sales  at  auc- 
tion within  ihe  meaning  of  this  act.  and  of  the 
said  act  of  Congress,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the 
merchandise  whereof  the  sale  is  so  effected,  whe- 
ther the  same  is  afterwards  conducted  and  effected 
by  the  auctioneer,  or  by  any  person  or  persons 
acting  as  a  commission  merchant, factor, orageut, 
or  by  the  owner  and  owners  of  the  merchandise. 
An<l  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auctioneers,  re- 
spectively, to  specify,  in  their  quarterly  accounts, 
uponoalh  or  affirmation,  all  sales  by  them  respect- 
ively made  of  a  part  or  parcel  ofany  merchandise 
as  aforesaid,  with  the  design  and  effect  aforesaid. 
for  whom  and  to  whom  such  sales.  res()ectively, 
were  made,  and  the  amuunt  of  the  commissions 
or  other  compensation  to  them,  respectively,  paid, 
or  payable.,  by  reason  of  such  sales,  as  well  with 
respect  to  the  part  or  parcel  of  the  merchandise 
actually  exposed  to  sale,  as  with  respect  to  the 
whole,  or  any  other  part,  of  such  merchandise, 
the  sale  whereof  i>  designed  and  effected  as  afore 
said.  And  the  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do.  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  a  breach  of  the  bond  of  the  auc- 
tioneer, so  neglecting  and  refusing,  who  shall,  also, 
in  that  behall,  forfeit  and  pay  such  other  penalties 
as  the  said  act  of  Congre>s  prescribes  in  case  of 
the  non-performance  of  any  other  duty  required 
from  auctmneers,  to  be  performed  in  taking  out 
license-*,  giving  bonds,  and  keeping  and  rendering 
accounts. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  there 
shall  be  added  to  the  rates  of  postage,  as  at  pres- 
ent established  by  law.  a  sum  equal  to  fifty  per 
centum  upon  the  amount  of  sucti  rates,  respect- 
ively, for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  And  the 
said  additional  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  shall  be 
charged,  collected,  paid,  and  accounted  (or.  in 
like  manner,  by  the  same  officers,  subject,  in  all 
respects,  to  the  same  regulations  and  provisions, 
and  with  the  like  fine  .  penalties,  forfeitures,  and 
remedies  for  breaches  of  the  law.  as  are  provided 
for  charging,  collecting,  and  paying,  the  original 
rates  of  p-jstage  to  which  the  said  sura  of  fifty 
per  centum  is  hereby  added  and  attached. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  P'ebruary  next,  there 
shall  be  laid,  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  for  the 
ose  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  of  fifty  per  cent, 
upon,  andin  addition  to.  theduties  laid  on  licenses, 
granted  m  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  enit-^ 


tied  "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise," passed  the  second  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen.  And  the 
said  additional  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  shall  be 
charged,  paid,  collected,  and  accounted  for,  in 
like  manner,  by  the  same  officers,  subject,  in  all 
respects,  to  the  same  regulations  and  provisions, 
and  with  the  same  fines,  penalties,  forfeitures, 
and  remedies,  for  breaches  of  the  law,  as  in  and 
by  the  said  last  mentioned  act  of  Congres.s,  and 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wine*,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  are 
provided  for  charging,  paying,  and  collecting,  the 
original  duties  on  the  said  licenses,  respectively, 
to  which  the  said  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  is 
hereby  added  and  attached.  And  in  case  any 
license  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  .selling  by 
retail,  shall  have  been  granted  under  the  said  act 
'•laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  for 
a  period  extending  beyond  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  the  person  to  whom  the  same  may 
have  been  granted,  or  transferred,  shall,  previous 
to  the  first  day  of  May  thereafter,  make  the  like 
application  required  therein,  which  shall  further 
specify  such  period,  and  shall  pay  to  the  proper 
collector  a  sum  equal  to  such  proportion  of  fifty 
per  centum  on  the  original  duty  imposed  on  such 
license,  as  said  period  bears  to  a  year,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  sum  shall  be  endorsed  on  the 
license  previou.vly  granted.  And  if  any  person 
shall,  after  the  last  mentioned  day.  deal  in  the 
selling  of  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or 
merchandise,  by  retail,  as  defined  in  the  said  act. 
without  having  made  such  payment,  such  person 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  the  additional 
duty  hereby  imposed,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered 
with  cost  of  suit:  Provided,  That  if  any  person 
to  whom  a  license  shall  have  been  granted,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  lifjuors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  and 
who  shall  have  paid  for  the  same,  or  shall  have 
given  bond  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  shall, 
on  or  before  the  commencement  of  the  operation 
of  this  act,  di.scontinue  the  use  of  the  privileges 
by  said  license  granted,  and  shall  give  due  notice 
thereof  to  the  collector  of  the  internal  revenues 
of  the  district  in  which  such  license  shall  have 
been  granted,  such  license  shall  cease  to  be  of 
force,  and  such  person  shall  be  holden  to  pay  a 
sum  proportionate  to  the  time  which  shall  have 
run  from  the  time  of  granting  said  license  to  the 
first  day  of  February  next.  And  in  case  of  ac- 
tual payment  for  a  term  subsequent  to  the  last 
mentioned  day,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  back, 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  such 
sum  50  paid  for  such  subsequent  time,  from  the 
day  last  mentioned. 

Sec.    4.    And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
act  of  Congress,  eatitled  "An  act  making  further 
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'^  ovision  fc^t  the  colleclion  of  iniernal  duties,  and 
•\i  r  the  appMiniment  and  coojpensation  of  assess- 
tj  ?,"  passed* on  the  second  day  of  August,  in  the 
i  ar  one  tljnusand  ei>hl  hundred  and  thirteen, 
^^all  be  an(|  rennain  in  force,  and  shall,  in  all  its 
ovision*,  jje  applied  for  the  purpose  of  laying, 
rlleciing,  jnd  -"-ecuring,  the  duties  by  this  act 
ded  or  imiposed,  except  as  regards  the  rates  of 
stage,  as  fvJl  with  respect  to  the  persons  re- 
pciively  ijable  to  the  payment  thereof  as  with 
ftf-pect  to  ifje  officers  employed  in  collecting  and 
Is^ouniing  jbr  the  same. 

(-•^EC.  5.  .^  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to- 
^>|irds  establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  pro- 
*:ylJe  for  the-paym»»nt  of  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
^'fil-nt,  for  lie  punctual  payment  of  the  public 
jfjiot,  princijjal  and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be 
u'jtracted,  j^ccording  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
J|T|'cls,  respeijtiveiy.  and  for  creating  an  adequate 
^'i  king  funi*,  gradually  to  reduce,  and  ereoiually 
to  extmguiii,  the  public  debt,  contracted  and  to 
^(!  contractetJ  j  the  internal  rates  and  duties  add- 
j«  laid,  andrimposf  d  by  this  act,  and  the  internal 
V%  es  and  dailies  laid  and  irapo>ed  by  the  said 
^»'>  eral  actsj  of  Congress,  entitled,  respectively. 
!'?•  n  act  lay^g  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  mer- 
f  idiodise,  anjl  ships  and  vessels;"  "An  act  reju- 
li\i»ng  the  Pbst  Office  Establishment ;"  and  '"An 


ini  Great  Ijniain.  and  until  the  purposes  afore^ 

I  ail  shall  bty  completely  accofnpli.shed.  anything 
1  Jhe  said  a^ts  of  Congress  to  tlie  contrary  ihere"^ 
efjin  anywise,  notwithstanding.  And  for  the 
.^frtciual  api^lication  of  the  revenue,  to  be  raised 
^y.^and  from*  the  said  internal  duties,  to  the  pur- 

fiojes  aforesjid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of 
h|  United  plates  is  hereby  pledged:  Provided 
i^ll-ays,  Tlia|t  whenever  Congress  shall  deem  it 
2fX|eUient  to  alter,  reduce,  or  change,  the  said  in- 
teijal  duties,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  it  shall  be 
fc'%ful  so  to  do,  upon  providing  and  substituting, 
*^i^*^y  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  pur- 
jroies,  other  duties  which  shall  be  equally  pro- 
(fuliive  withj  the  duties  so  altered,  reduced  or 
gb|nged:  And  prodded  further,  That  nothin^^ 
fn  <(r»is  act  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed 
Cnfcuywise  to  rescind  or  impair  any  specific  ap- 
)Jr(|priation  cif  the  said  duties,  or  any  or  either  of 
VJJn,  heretofore  made  by  law;  but  such  appro- 
ivation  shall  remain  and  be  carried  into  effect, 
cJjrding  tonhe  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
H»J  and  lawk  making  the  same,  anything  in  this 
.tc^to  the  cojitrary  thereof,  in  anywise,  noiwith- 
kta'iding. 

■;;4pproTedj|December  23,  1814. 
•  i€  I  

A^^Act  Bupp»emental  to  the  acU  authoriung  a  loan 
■  :(|r  tke  several  sums  of  twenty-five  milliona  oi  dol- 
,i#r«  and  thrfe  millions  of  dollara, 

jjle  irenacjerf,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
ijjasury  be*and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  with 
tli«|  approbation  of  the   President  of  the  United 


I 


ii 


States,  to  cause   Treasury  notes   to   be  prepared 
signed,  and   issued,  for  and  in  lieu  of  so  much  of 
Ihe  sum  authorized   to  be  borrowed  on  the  credit 
of  the  United   States,  by  the  act  of  Congress,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum'  not 
exceeding  twenty  live  millions  of  dollars,"  passed 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  io  the  year 
one    thousand   ei<rht   hundred   and   fourteen,  and 
also  for   and   in   lieu  of  so  mush  of  the  sum  au- 
thorized to  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  '-An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  sum  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,"  passed  on   the  fifteenth  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  as  has  not  been  borrowed,  or 
otherwise    employed    in    the   issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  according  to  law:  Provided  ahcays,  That 
the  whole  amount  of  Treasury  notes  issued  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  for  and  in  lieu  of  the  residue 
of  the  said  two  sums  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed   the   sum    of  seven    millions    five    hundred 
thousand  dollars:  and  further,  that  the  Treasury 
notes  so  issued  shall  be  applied   to  the  same  uses 
to  which  the  said  two  loans,  authorized  as  afore- 
said, were,  respectively,  by  law  made  applicable. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That   the 
Secretary  of  the   Treasury  be  and    he  is   hereby 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Staie.s,  lo  cause  Treasury  notes  to 
be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued,  f.-r  a  further  sum 
of  three  millions  of  dollars,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  War  Department,  for  the  year  one  ihou- 
sand  eight   hundred  and  fourteen,  in  addition  to 
the    sums    heretofore   appropriated    by    law    for 
those  purposes,  respectively. 

Sec.  3.    And  be  it  further  enacted.   That  the 
Treasury  notes  to  be  issued   by  virtue  of  this  act 
shall  be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued,  in  the  like 
form   and  manner,  shall   be  reimbursable  at  the 
same  places,  and  in  the  like  periods, shall  bear  the 
same  rate  of  interest;  shall,  in  the  like  manner, 
be  transiferrable,  and  shall   be  equally  receivable' 
in    payments    to   the    United    States    for    duties, 
taxes,  and  sales  of  public  lands,  as  ihe  Treasury 
notes  issued  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress,  en- 
titled '-An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treas- 
ury notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  passed  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  aforesaid.    And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United   Slates,  shall 
have  the  like  powers,  in  all  respects,  to  prepare, 
issue,  sell,  pay,  and  distribute,  the  Treasury  notes' 
authorized  to  be  issued  by  this  act,  or  lo  borrow 
money  on  the  pledge  thereof,  and  to  employ  and 
pay  an  agent  or  agents  for  the  purpose  ol  making 
>ale  thereof,  as  were  vested  in  him  by  the  said 
last  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  the 
Treasury  note.s  therein  and  thereby  authorized  to 
be  issued  ;  and  the  forms  and  course  of  proceed- 
ing, m  all   respects,  for   paying,  nceiviog,  and 
accounting  for,  the  Treasury  notes  issued  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  shall  be  similar  to  those  prescribed 
in  and  by  the  said  last  mentioned  act  of  Congress 
in   relation   to   the   Treasury    ootes  ihereio    and 
thereby  authorized  lo  be  issued. 
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Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a 
sum  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  Treasury 
notes  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  io  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  payment  and  reimbursement 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  Treasury 
notes,  according  to  contract ;  and  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  pledged  lo  provide  ade- 
quate funds  for  any  deticiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion hereby  made. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
ibr  defraying  the  expense  of  preparing,  priolmg. 
engraving,  and  signing,  the  said  Treasury  notes  : 
the  expense  of  employing  agents  to  make  sale 
thereof;  and  all  other  expenses  incident  to  issu- 
ing the  Treasury  notes,  as  authorized  by  this  act. 
Sec.  0.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  TLat.  if  any 

Eersoo  shall,  with  intent  to  injure  or  defraud  the 
Inited  Slates,  or  any  person  or  corporation,  falsely 
make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  procure  to 
be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  will- 
ingly aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forging,  or 
counterfeiting,  any  note,  in  imiialion  of,  or  pur- 
porting to  be,  a  Treasury  note,  or  shall  falsely  ' 
alter,  or  cause  or  procure  lo  be  lalsely  altered,  or 
wilfully    aid    or   assist    in    falsely    altering,  any  ' 
Treasury   note,  issued   by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  ! 
shall  pass,  utter  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass,  i 
utter,  or  publish,   as  true,  any  false,  forged,   or 
counterfeited  note,  purporting  lo  be  a  Treasury 
note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely 
made,  forged,  or  counterfeited  ;  or  shall  pass,  utter, 
or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish, 
as  irue,  any  falsely  altered  Treasury  note,  issued 
as  aforesaid,    knowing    the  same    to    be    falsely 
altered  ;  every  such   person  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed by  due  course  of  law.  shall  be  sentenced 
to  be  imprisoned  for  a  period  not  less  than  three 
years,  nor  more  ihan  ten  years,  or  imprisoned  and 
kepi  to  hard  labor  for  a  period  not  less  than  three 
years,  nor  more   than   ten    years,  and,  in  either 
ease,  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars. 

Approved,  December  26,  1814. 


Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio,"  and  in  con- 
lormity  to  the  provisions  of  that  act;  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  their  certificates  and  patents 
in  the  manner  provided  by  the  first  meniiooed 
act:  Provided,  That  such  locations  shall  be  made 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  July  next. 

Approved,  December  26,  1814. 


An  Act  giving  further  time  to  locate  certain  claims  to 
lauds  confirmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An 
act  confirmmg  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  District 
of  Vincennes." 

Be  U  enacted,  f c,  That  the  several  persons 
whose  claims  were  confirmed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  'An  act  confirming  certain  claims 
to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes."  approved 
the  thirteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  and  which  have  not  been 
located,  are  hereSy  authorized  to  enter  iheir  loca- 
tions with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Vin- 
cennes. on  any  part  of  the  tract  set  apart  for  that 
purpose  in  said  district,  by  virtue  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled '-An  act  respecting  claims  to  lands  in  the 
13lllCoN.  3d  Sess.— 59 


An  Act  to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  reserved  for 
the  support  of  schools  in  the  .Mississippi  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  county  court  in 
each  county  m  the  Mississippi  Territory  shall  be 
and  IS  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  number  of 
agents,  not  exceeding  five,  who  shall  have  power 
to  let  out,  on  lease,  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
the  same,  the  sections  of  land  reserved  by  Con- 
gress for  the  support  of  schools,  lying  within  the 
county    for  which    the   agents   respectively   are 
appointed,  or  to  let  them  out  at  an  annual  rent 
I  as  they  shall  judge  proper.     And  it  shall  be  the 
!  duty  ot  ihe  said  agents,  under  the  direction  of  the 
county  courts  respectively,  to  apply  with  impar- 
tiality the  proceeds  arising  from  the  rents  of  each 
!  section  as  aforesaid  lo  the  purposes  of  education 
;  and  to  no  other  use  whatsoever,  within  the  par- 
j  ticular  townshipof  SIX  miles  square,  or  fractional 
[  township,  wherein  such  section  issiiuated.  in  such 
manner  that  all  the  citizens  residing  therein  may 
partake  ol    the  benefit  thereof  according  to  the 
true  intent  of  the  reservation  made  by  C'ongress. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  the  aforesaid  sections  into 
convenient  forms,  the  said  agents  shall  have  power 
to  lay  off' the  same  into  lots  of  not  less  than  one 
hundred  and  six  acres,  nor  more  than  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  except  in  case  of  fractional 
sections;  and  in  every  case,  whether  of  leases  for 
the  improvement  of  the  lots,  or  for  an  annual 
rent,  the  les.see  shall  be  bound,  in  a  suitable  pen- 
alty, not  to  commit  waste  on  the  premises  by 
destroying  of  timber  or  removing  stone,  or  any 
other  injury  to  the  lands  whatever. 

Sec.  3    Aiui  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
agents  shall  have  full  power  within  their  respec- 
tive counties,  when  and  so  often  as  ihey  ihink 
proper,  by  legal  process,  to  remove  any  person  or 
persons  from  the  possession  of  any  of  the  afore- 
said reserved  sections,  when  such  person  or  per- 
sons have  not  taken  a  lease,  and  refuse  or  neglect 
to  take  the  same.     And  ii  shall,  moreover,  be  the 
duty  of  ihe  said  agents  to  inspect  and  inquire  into 
any  waste  or  trespass  committed  on  any  of  the 
reserved  sections  aforesaid,  by  cutting  and  carry- 
ing off  timber  or  stone,  or  any  other  damage  that 
may  be  done  to  the  same,  whether  by  persons 
residing  thereon  or  others.     And  the  said  agents 
are  hereby  authorized,  when  waste  or   trespass 
shall  be  committed,  to  proceed  against  the  person  -, 
or  persons  committing  the  same,  according  to  the 
laws  in  such  case  made  and  provided;  and  ac-    -' 
lions  in  the  cases  aforesaid  shall  be  sustained  by 
the  agents,  and  the  damages  recovered  shall  be 
one-half  to  the  use  of  such  agents,  and  the  other 
half  to  be  applied  to  the  same  purpoae  as  the  pro- 
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5-c^ds  of  rerjts  from  the  land  on  which  the  damage 
I  y  as  sustairied. 

1^  Sec.  4.  /^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  each 
fSHase  execi'ted  by  the  ajjents,  they  shall  be  enli- 
:jlfrd  to  recrtve  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  to  be  paid 
iy  the  lessies  respectively. 
' ;  j  Sec.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  every 
>|sase  whic^may  be  granted  m  virtue  of  this  act 
;^;,iall  be  liniiied  to  the  period  of  the  termination 
'the  Territorial  form  of  government  in  the  said 
erritory.  iJ|nd  shall  cea^e  to  have  any  force  or 
|ecl  after  jhe  first  day  of  January  next  succeed- 
\ig  the  establishment  of  a  State  government 
iHerein:  Provided,  That  outstanding  rents  may 
\\)^  collected,  and  damages  for  waste  or  trespass 
jmay  be  recovered,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
ilf^ses  continued  in  full  force. 
\,  fApproTe((,  January  0,  1815. 


I. 


.1 


Act  to  provide  additionsd  revenues  for  defraying 
ithe  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
.'pubhc  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ited  8tate8,2and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collect- 
ing the  8a>)ie. 

iBe  it  enacted,  <if-c.,  That  a  direct  tax  of  six  rail- 
l^i^nsof  dollfrs  be  and  is  hereby  annually  laid  upon 

"he  same  shall  be  and  is 
e  States,  respectively,  in 


i 

I 


idifj'ns  of  dollfrs  be  and  is  h( 
rttl?  United  gtates;  and  i 
*»i«reby  apptjrtioned  to  the 
JJji^nner  rollowing: 


^    To  the  Sfate  of  New  Hampshire,  one  hundred 
arid  ninety-iiiree  thousand  live  hundred  and  eight y- 


Jsif  dollars  .-jnd  seventy-four  cents. 


i    ;To  the  Sjateof  Massachusetts,  six  hundred  and 
fthfirty-two  jhousand  five  hundred  and  forty-one 


d'  liars  and  omety-six  cents. 


)ate 


!;   To  the  Sjaie  of  Rhode  Island,  sixty-nine  ihou- 
«tapd  four  htindred  and  four  dollars  and  thirty-six 

^   TTo  the  Sjate  of  Connecticut,  two  hundred  and 

jit^riy-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five 

•'d«llars  and  j'orty-two  cents. 

}   iTo  the  State  of  Vermont,  one  hundred  and 

Jn^nety-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven 

•jf^ilars  and  Jforty-two  cents. 

J    iTo  the  Sjate  of  New  York,  eight  hundred  and 

^if  ty  ihousayd  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  dol- 

.Jlajs  and  tw  nty-four  cents, 

J  jro  the  Siaie  of  New  Jersey,  two  hundred  and 

^enteen  tliousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three 

;il»plars  and  >;ixty-six  cents. 

»;  jTo  the  S^ate  of  Pennsylvania,  seven  hundred 

/Hi^d  thirty  tpousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight 

jiJifUars  and  <hirty-iwo  cents. 

\\  \To  the  S(ate  of  Delaware,  sixty-four  thousand 

jni^iety-two  <Jollars  and  fifty  cents. 

<   <To  the  State  of  Maryland,  three  hundred  and 

Jbh^ree  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  dol- 

^afs  and  eigjuy-eight  cents. 

j'  (To  the  i^tate  of  Virginia,  seven  hundred  and 

l>1|rty-eight«ihousaridthirty-sixdollarsandeiThty- 
^•^.i»ht  cents.;  ° 

*  /To  the  Siate  of  Kentucky,  three  hundred  and 

Ji^rty-seven'  thousand  eight  hundred   and  fifty- 

/.'ten  dollars  and  fifiy-two  cents. 

5  iTo  the  Siate  of  Ohio,  two  hundred  and  eijht 


thousand  three  hundred  dollars  and  twenty-eight 


cents 

To  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  four  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-six 
dollars  and  fifty  six  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Tennes.see,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
dollars  and  ten  cents. 

To  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina,  three  hundred 
and  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  dollars 
and  ninety  six  Cfiits. 

Totlie  Stale o( Georgia, one  hundred  andeighty- 
nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two 
dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents.     And. 

To  the  State  of  Louisiana,  fifty-six  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  twent?-two 
cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  alter  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  ''An  act  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties." 
passed  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  July. one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  sdall  be  and  the 
sume  IS  hereby  repealed,  except  so  far  as  the  .-ame 
respects  thecollection  districts  therein  and  thereby 
established  and  defined,  so  lar  as  the  same  respects 
internal  duties,  and  so  lar  hs  the  same  res(»ects 
the  apjKJinimeni  and  qualifications  ol  the  collect- 
ors anc^  principal  as-«e-sors  therein  and  thereby 
authorized  and  required;  in  all  which  res|>ect.s, 
so  excepted,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  act  sliall  be  and' 
continue  in  {i)rre  for  ilie  purposes  of  this  act: 
Provided  cUvays,  That,  fur  making  and  complet- 
ing the  as^eviiiieiit  and  culiectiuii  ol  the  dirtci  tax 
laid  by  virtue  of  ilie  act  of  Congress,  entiiled  "An 
act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  witliin  the  Uni- 
ted State.N."'  pa^>ed  on  the  second  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  ei-^ht  hundred  and  thirteen,  the  said 
first-mentioned  act  ol  Congress  shall  be  and  con- 
tinue in  full  force,  anyihmg  in  this  act  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wis*-  noi wiihsianding. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  principal  as.Ne--ors  heret..lore  a(>jHjinted,  or 
hereafter  appointed,  shall  divide  his  district  into 
a  convenient  number  of  district*,  within  each  o( 
which  he  shall  appoint  one  respectable  freeholder 
to  be  assistant  assessor:  Provided,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  snail  b^^  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  reduce  the  numt>er  of  HSi>e>sment 
districts,  in  .luy  collection  district,  in  any  Siaie, 
if  the  number  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  too  great.' 
And  the  principal  assessors,  respectively, and  each 
assistant  assessor,  so  appointed  and  accepting  the 
appointment,  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the  duty 
ol  his  appointment  under  this  act.  take  and  sub- 
scribe before  some  competent  magistrate,  or  some 
collector  of  the  direct  lax  and  iiiiernal  duties, 
(who  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer  the 
same.)  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit  : 

"  I- ,  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be) 

that  1  will,  to  the  best  of  my  knowi.dge.  skill,  and 
judgment,  diligently  and  faithlully  execute  the 
office  and  duties  of  principal  assessor  (or  assistant 
assessor,  as  the  case  may  be)  for  (naming  the  dis- 
trict,) without  favor  or  partiality  ;  and  that  I  will 
do  equal  right  and  justice  in  every  case  in  which  I 
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shall  act  as  principal  assessor  (or  assistant  asses- 
sor, as  the  case  may  be.")  And  a  certtficaie  of 
such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
collector  of  the  disirict  for  which  such  assessor 
shall  be  appointed ;  and  every  principal  or  assist- 
ant assessor  acting  in  the  said  office,  without 
having  taken  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars— one  moiety 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  to 
him  who  shall  first  sue  for  the  .same — to  be  recov- 
ered, with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.    That   the 
Secretary  of  the   Treasury    shall   establish    reg- 
ulations suitable  and  necessary  for  carrying  tins 
act  into  effect;  which  regulations  shall  be  hind- 
inj  on  each  principal  asse.isor  and  his  assistants. 
in  the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined   by  or 
under  this  act  ;  and  shall  also  frame  instructions 
for  the  said  principal  assessors  and  their  assistants; 
pursuant  to  which  instructions  the  said  principal 
assessors  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  Fe  ruary  next 
direct  and  cause  the  several  assistant  asse>ors  in' 
the  district  to  inquire  after  and  concerninjr  all 
lands,  lots  of  ground,  with   their  improvements 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  matle  liable  to  taxa- 
tion under  this  act,  by  reference  as  well  to   any 
ists  of  assessment  or  collection    taken  under  the 
laws  of  the  respective  States,  as  to  any  other  re- 
cords or  documents,  and   by  all  other  ways  and 
means,  and  to  value  and   enumerate  the  .skid  ob- 
jects ol  taxalion,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  (his 
act.  and  in   conlormity  with   the  regulations  and 
instructions  above-mentioned.     And   it   .shall    be 
further  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  direct  all  errors  committed  in  the  assessment 
valuation,  and  tax  lists,  or  in  the  collection  there- 
of, heretofore   or   hereafter  made   in   the    valua- 
tion, assessment,  and  tax  lists,  of  the  direct  tax 
laid   by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  Congres.s,  enti- 
tled   'An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
the  United   States,"  and  also,  all  such  errors  as 
mjiy.  Irom  time  to  time,  be  committed  in  the  as- 
sessment, valuation,  and   tax  lists,  or  in  the  col- 
lection   thereof,  as   may   hereafter    be    made    in 
the    assessment    of  the    direct    tax    by    this    act 
laid  to  be  corrected,  in  such  form,  and  upon  such 
evidence,  as  the  said   Secretary  shall    prescribe 
and  approve. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  direct  tax,  laid  by  this  act.  shall  be  assess- 
ed and  laid  on  the  value  of  all  lands  and  lots 
of  ground  with  their  improvements,  dwellin<r. 
house-s,  and  slaves;  which  several  articles  sub 
ject  to  taxation,  shall  be  enumerated  and  v'alued 
by  the  respective  assessors  at  the  rate  each  of 
them  IS  worth  in  money:  Prodded.  hov>eter 
Ihat  all  property,  of  whatever  kind,  comma 
within  any  of  the  foregoing  descriptions,  and  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  or  any  State  or 
permanently  or  specially  exempted  from  taxation 
by  the  laws  of  the  Stale  wherein  the  same  may 
be  situated,  existing  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
ol  this  act,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  aforesaid 
enumeration  and  valuation,  and  from  the  direct 
tax  aforesaid  :  And  provided,  also.  That  nothing 


herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  eiemot 
from  enumeration  and  valuation,  and  the  pav- 
raent  of  the  direct  tax,  any  public  lands  which 
heretofore  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  sold 
in  the  Slates  of  Ohio  and  Louisiana,  unde  anr 
aw  of  the  United  States,  the  compact  betweel 
the  United  States  and  the  said  States  to  the  con- 
trary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  6.    And  be  U  further  enacted.    That  the 
respective  assi.taQt  asses.sors  shall,  immediatelr 
after  being  required, as  aforesaid,  by  the  principal 
assessors,   proceed    through   every    part  of  their 
respective  districts,  and  shall  require  all  persons 
owning,  possessmg,  or  having  the  care  or   man- 
agement of  any  land.s,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling- 
houses,  or  slaves,  Jyiog  and  being  withm  the  col- 
lection district  where  they  reside,  and  liable  to  a 
direct  tax  as  aforesaid,  to  deliver  written  lists  of 
the  same,  which  lists  shall  be  made  in  such  man- 
ner as  nriay  be  directed   by  the  principal  assessor. 
and,  as  far  as   practicable,  conformably  to   those 
which    may  be    required   for   the  same   purpose 
under    the    authority  of  the    respective    Slates- 
Provided  alvays,  neverthrless.  and  it  is  hereby 
Jurther  enaried  and  declared.    That   the  valua- 
ations  and  assessments  heretofore  made  and  com- 
pleted, or  to   be  made  and   completed,  by  virtue 
of  the  .said  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal   duties,"  and   the  said  act  of  Congress 
entitled  "An   actio  lay  and   collect  a  direcT  tax 
wi'.hin  the  United  States,"  in  relation  to  the  se?- 
eral  Slates  wherein  the  same  has  been  assessed 
or  IS  assessing,  shall  be  and  remain  the  valuations 
and  assessments  for  the  said  States,  respectively 
subject   only   to  the   revision,   equalization,  and 
apportionment,  among  the  several  counties  and 
State  districts,  by  the  board  of  principal  assessors 
hereinafterconstituted,  to  be  made  as  is  hereinafter 
directed,  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting 
annually  the  direct  tax  by  ihis  act  laid,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  provided,  until  provision  shall  be 
made   by  law  for  altering,  modifying,  or  abolish- 
ing, the  same.     And   the  principal  assessors,  in 
the  said   several   States  wherein  a  direct  tax  has 
heretofore  been  assess-  d  as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  the 
time  and   times    herein    and    hereby   prescribed 
r.r  making  the  valuation  and  assessment  in  the 
States   wherein  a  direct  tax  has  not  heretofore 
been  assessed,  (in  consequence  of  the  legislative 
assumption  of  the  quotas  of  the  direct  tax  by  such 
Slates,  respectively.)  proceed  to  revise,  and  shall 
revise,  their  several   and   respective    valuations, 
assessments,  and  tax  lists,  correcting  therein  all 
errors,  and  supplying  all  omissions,  which  have 
been  or  shall    be   therein  discovered   and  ascer- 
tained.    And  in  making  the  said  revisal  as  afore- 
siid,  it  shall   be  the  duty  of  the  said   principal 
assessors  to  inquire  and  ascertain  what  transfers 
and  changes  of  property  in  lands,  lots  of  ground, 
dwelling  houses,  and  slaves,  have  been  made  and 
effected,  since  the  time  of  the  original  valuation 
and  assessment  aforesaid  ;  and  also  what  changes 
of  residentsand  non-residenis  have  occurred  ;  and 
also  what  slaves  have  been   born,  or  have  died, 
or  have  runaway,  or  become  otherwise  useless  j 
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d  also  wiat  houses,  or  other  improvements  of'  Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Id 
"rial  estate,'  have  been  burned  or  otherwise  de-  j  case  any  person  shall  be  absent  I'rom  his  place  of 
i^«woyed  ;  aijd  thereupon  to  make  such  changes,  residence  at  the  time  an  assessor  shall  call  to  re- 
CMditions,  ctt  reductions,  in  the  said  valuations 
-ild  assessnjjents,  respectively,  as  truth  and  justice 

cSlall  requiie.  And.  for  the  purpose  of  making  residence  of  such  person,  a  written  note  or  mem- 
(tie  said  resvisal  as  aforesaid,  of  the  said  valua- i  orandum,  requiring  him  to  present  to  such  as- 
^t*ns,  asses;^ments,  and  tax  lists,  the  principal  sessor  the  list  or  lists  required  by  this  act,  within 
^a^sessors  sh^U  take  and  pursue  all  lawful   mea-  ,  ten  days  from  the  dale  of  such   note  or   memo- 


ceive  the  list  of  such  person,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  such  assessor  to  leave,  at  the  house  or  place  of 


>»res,  by  th(e  examination  of  records,  by  the  in- !  randum. 
}l<j'maiion  cf  the   partie: 


ties  in  writing,  or  by  any  i  Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
ro^ner  satisfactory  evidence  or  proof  And,  in  i  person,  on  being  notified  or  required  as  aforesaid 
)ei|se  of  any'  alteration  made  upon  such  revisal,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  list  or  lists  as 
Hi'ecling  tht'  properly  or  interests  of  any  person,  aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  by  this  act, 
vtJ  as  to  cJJarge  s'jch  person  with  any  greater  ii  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  for  liie  asse&s- 
itliount  of  -(ax,  or  (o  transfer  the  charge  of  the  ment  district  within  which  such  person  shall  re- 
•ti^  from  cno  person  to  another  person,  there  shall  side,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required, 
'bf  the  like  ^iroceedings  as  is  herein  provided  in  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  lands,  dwelling  houses' 
.di£  case  of  appeals  upon  an  original  assessment,  i  and  premises,  if  it  be  necessary,  of  such  persons 
•4f)d  the  principal  assessors,  after  hearing  such  ,  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  and  to  make,  according 
ji^peals,  sha^l  proceed  to  make  out  and  to  deliver  to  the  best  information  which  he  can  obtain,  and 
<|«rised  listsjof  iheir  valuations  and  assessments,  j  on  his  own  view  and  information,  such  lists  of  the 

ipectively".  to  the  board  of  principal  assessors,!  lands  and  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improvements, 
be   consMtuted   as    is  hereinafter  mentioned,    dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  owned  or  possessed, 

|id  thereu|)on,  the  said  board  of  principal  assess-    or  under  the  care  or  management  of  such  person, 
'hall  proceed  in  the  like  manner  as  is  here-    as  are  required  by  this  act  ;  which  lists,  so  made 

ifter  provided  in  the  case  of  an  original  assess-  and  subscribed  by  such  assessor,  shall  be  taken 
^_'nt,  subiriitted  to  the  said  board  of  principal  and  reputed  as  good  and  suflScienl  lists  of  the 
J<.iessors,  fear  the  purpose  of  an  equalization  and  ,  persons  and  property  for  which  such  person  is  to 
'^f^oriionmtnt  of  the  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid  ;  be  taxed  for  the  purposes  of  this  act :  and  the  per- 


.ioand  amojig  the  counties  and  State  districts  of  i^on  so  failing  or  neglecting,  unless  in  case  of 
^^  States,  Irespectively.  ,  sickness  or  absence  from  home,  shall,  moreover, 

Tt^Ec.  7.  A^nd  be  iifurthei-  enacted.  That  if  any  j  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
iAlrson  owning,  possessing,  or  having  the  care  or  to  be  rtcovered,  lor  the  use  of  the  United  Slates, 
/4iVfiagemetit  of.  property  liable  to  a  direct  tax,  as  wiih  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  competent 
•j^^resaid.  s^all  not  be  prepared  to  exhibit  a  writ-  >  jurisdiction. 

K^fk  list  whtjjo  required  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  con-  |  Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
;«iit  to  disi;lose  the  particulars  of  any  and  all  i  ever  there  shall  be,  in  any  assessment  district,  any 
:^|?  land  anj  lots  of  ground,  with  iheir  improve-  property, lands.and  lotsofground, dwelling-houses 
fni-'nis.  dwt;lling-houses,  and  slaves,  taxable  as  '  or  slaves,  not  owned  or  possessed  by,  or  under  the 
;4l(oresaid.  i||en  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  the  !  care  or  management  of.  any  person  or  persons 
f  ^ty  of  the..  oflBoer  to  make  such  list,  which,  be- !  within  ^uch  di>trici,and  liable  to  be  taxed  asafore- 
)>*fo  disiinci)y  read  and  consented  to,  shall  be  re-  said, and  no  listof  which  shall  be  transmiiied  to  ihe 
j^t|ived  as  tl|e  list  of  such  person.  principal  assessor  in  ihe  manner  provided  by  this 

j.^JSec.  8.  4nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  ihe  assessor  for  such 
'<(ich  persoi,  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to  any  as-  district,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required, 
^4i*isor  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act.  an(" 


id  re-    to  enter  into  and  upon   the  real  estate,  if  it  be 


«^i|iring  a  list  or  lists,  as  aforesaid,  any  fal-e  or     neces>ary.  and    take  such  view   thereof,  and   of 
I'Mudulent  list,  with  intent  to  defeat  or  evade  the  I  il        '  ■■      .     .    . 


«t|luaiion  or  enumeration  hereby  intended  to  be 
j|p|ide,  such  .person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof 
'  ;nvicted,  before  any  court  having  comp«?tent 
isdiction*.  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceed 


he   slaves,  of  which   lists  are  required,   and  to 
make  lists  of  the  same,  according  to  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  this  act ;  which  lists,  being  subscribed 
by  the  said  assessor,  shall  be  taken  and  reputed 
y^  ,  a^  good  and  sufficient  lists  of  such  property,  un- 

.ftfe  five  hupdred  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  |  der  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act. 
|t|urt,  and  i^iiall  pay  all  costs  and  charges  of  pros- 1  Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
^rouiion  ;  arjd  the  valuation  and  enumeration  re-  owners,  possessors,  or  persons,  having  the  care  or 
'.qlired  by  iMs  act,  shall,  in  all  such  cases  be  made  management  of  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling- 
rtiaforesaidi  upon  hstsaccording  to  the  form  above  .  houses,  and  slaves,  not  lying  or  being  within  the 
l^i-crirjed,  tp  be  made  out  by  the  assessors,  respect-  assessment  district  in  wiuch  they  reside,  shall  be 
.ni'ly,  which  lists  the  said  assessors  are  hereby  \  permitted  to  make  out  and  deliver  the  lisi  thereof 
Ji*horized  and  required  to  make,  according  to,  required  by  this  act,  provided  the  assessment  dis- 
jCJf"  best  inlormation  they  can  obtain  ;  and  for  trict  in  which  the  said  objects  of  taxation  lie,  or 
W^  purpcsf^  of  making  which  they  are  hereby  1  be,  is  therein  distinctly  stated,  at  the  time  and  in 
yfihurized  to  enter  inio  and  upon  all  and  singular  ;  the  manner  prescribed,  to  the  assessor  of  the  as- 
*5(i  premisei,  respectively,  and  from  the  valuation    sesment   district    wherein    such    persons    reside. 


enumersiion  so  made  there  shall  be  no  appeal.    And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assistant  assessors, 
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in  all  such  cases,  to  transmit  such  lists,  at  the 
time  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the  trans- 
mission of  the  lists  of  the  objects  of  taxation  ly- 
ing and  being  wiihin  their  respective  assessment 
districts,  to  the  principal  assessor  of  their  collec- 
tion district,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  transmit 
them  to  the  principal  assessor  of  the  collection 
district  wherein  the  said  objects  of  taxation  shall 
lie  or  be,  immediately  after  the  receipt  thereof, 
and  the  said  lists  shall  be  valid  and  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  of  this  act ;  and  on  the  delivery  of 
every  such  list,  the  person  making  and  delivering 
the  same  shall  pay  to  the  assistant  assessor  one 
dollar;  one-half  whereof  he  shall  retain  to  bis  own 
use,  and  the  other  half  thereof  he  shall  pay  over 
to  the  principal  assessor  of  ihe  district,  for  the  use 
of  such  principal  assessor. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
lists  aforesaid  shall  be  taken  with  reference  to  the 
day  fixed  for  that  purpose  by  this  act  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  the  assistant  assessors,  respectively,  after  col- 
lecting the  said  lists,  shall  proceed  to  arrange  the 
same,  and  to  make  two  general  lists;  the  first  of 
which  .«hall  exhibit,   in    alphabetical  order,   the 
names  of  all  persons  liable  to  pay  a  tax  under  ihis 
act,    residing  within   the  assessment  district,  to- 
gether with  the  value  and  assessment  of  the  ob- 
jects liable  to  taxation  within  such   district,  for 
which  each  such  person  is  liable,  and.  whenever 
so  rt-quired  by  the  principal  assessor,  the  amount 
of  direct  tax  payable  by  each  person,  on  such  ob- 
jects, under  the  Slate  laws  imposing  direct  taxes  ; 
and  the  second  list  shall   exhibit,  in   alphabetical 
order,  the  names  of  all  persons  residing  out  of  the 
collection  district,  owners  of  property  wiihin  the 
district,  together  with  the  value  and   assessment 
thereof,  or  the  amount  of  direct  tax  due  thereon, 
as  aforesaid.     The  forms  of  the  said  general  lists 
shall  be  devised  and   prescribed   by  the  principal 
ansessor;  and  lists  taken  according  to  such  form 
shall  be  made  out  by  the  assistant  assessors,  and 
delivered  to  the  princi[ial   assessor,  within  sixty 
days  after  the  day  fixed  by  this  act.  as  aforesaid, 
requiring  lists  from  individuals.     And  if  any  as- 
sistant assessor  shall  fail  lo  perform   any  duly  as- 
signed by  this  act,  within  the  lime  prescribed  by 
his  precept,  warrant,  or  other  legal  instructions, 
not    being    prevented   therefrom   by   sickness,  or 
other  unavoidable  accident,  every  such   assessor 
shall  be  discharged  from  office;  and  shall,  more- 
over, forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
recovered,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in 
any   court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  with 
cost  of  suit. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  im- 
mediately after  the  valuations  and  enumerations 
shall  have  been  completed,  as  aforesaid,  the  prin- 
cipal assessor  in  each  collection  district  shall,  by 
advertisement  in  some  public  newspaper,  if  any 
there  be  in  such  district,  and  by  written  notifica- 
tions, to  be  publicly  posted  up.  in  at  least  four  of 
the  most  public  places,  in  each  assessment  dis- 
trict, advertise  all  persons  concerned,  of  the  place 
where  the  said  lists,  valuations,  and  enumerations 
may  be  seen  and  examined;  and  that,  during 
twenty-five  days  after  ihe  publication  of  the  noti- 


fications as  aforesaid,  appeals  will  be  received  and 
determined  by  him,  relative  to  any  erroneous  or 
excessive  valuations  or  enumerations  by  the  as- 
sessor.    And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  ihe  principal 
assessor  in  each  collection  district,  during  twenty- 
five  days  after  ihe  dale  of  publication,  to  be  made 
as  aforesaid,  to  submit  the  proceedings  of  the  as- 
sessors, and  the  lists  by  them   received,  or   taken 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  inspection  of  any  and  all  per- 
sons who  shall  apply  for   that  purpose;  and  the 
said  principal  assessors  are  hereby  authorized  to 
receive,  hear,  and  determine,  in  a  summary  way 
according  to  law  and  right,  upon  any  and  all  ap- 
peals which  may  be  exhibited  against   the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  assessors  :  Provided,  altoays^ 
Thai  ii  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  principal  asses- 
sors to  advertise  and  attend  two  successive  days 
of  the  said  twenty-five,ai  the  court-house  of  each 
county  within   his  assessment  district,   there  to 
receive  and  determine  upon  the  appeals  aforesaid  : 
And  provided,  always.  That  the  question  to  be 
determined  by  the  principal  assessor,  on  an  appeal 
respecting   the  valuation    of  properly,  shall   be, 
whether  the  valuation   complained   of  be,  or  be 
not.  in  a  just  relation  or  proportion  to  other  valu- 
ations in  the  same  assessment  district.     And  all 
appeals  to   the  principal  assessors,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  made  in  writing,  and  shall  specify  the  par- 
ticular cause,  matter,  or  thing,  respecting  which  a 
decision  is  requested,  and  shall,  moreover,  state 
the  ground  or  principle   of  inequality  or  error 
complained  of.    And  the  principal  assessor  shall 
have  power  lo  re-examine  and  equalize  the  valu- 
ations, as  shall  appear  just  and  equitable;  but  do 
valuation  shall  be  increased,  without  a  previous 
notice  of  at  least  five  days  to  the  parly  interested, 
to  appear  and  object  to   the  same,  if  he  judge 
proper;  which  notice  shall  be  given  by  a  note  ia 
writing,  to  be  left  at  the  dwelling-house  of  the 
partv,  by  such  assessor  as  the  principal  assessor 
shall  designate  fur  that  purpose. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  when- 
ever a  county  or  State  district  shall  contain  more 
than  one  assessment  district,  the  principal  assessor 
shall  have  power,  on  examination  of  the  lists  ren- 
dered by  the  assistant  assessors,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  lo  revise,  adjust,  and  equal- 
ize the  valuation  of  lands  and  lots  of  ground,  with 
their  improvements,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves, 
between  such  assessment  districts,  by  deducting 
from,  or  adding  to,  either,  such  a  rate  per  centum 
as  shall  appear  iuot  and  equitable. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
principal  asses6or  shall,  immediately  after  the  ex- 
piration of  ihe  time  for  hearing  and  deciding  ap- 
peals, make  out  correct  lists  of  the  valuation  and 
enumeration  in  each  assessment  district,  and  de- 
liver the  same  to  the  board  of  principal  assessors 
hereinafter  constituted,  in  and  for  ihe  States,  re- 
spectively. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  prin- 
cipal assessors,  in  each  Stale,  to  convene,  ia 
general  meeting,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall 
be  appointed  and  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  And  the  said  principal  assessors,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  so  convened,  shall  constitute, 
and  they  are  hereby  constituted,  a  board  of  prio- 
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'  cii^l  a«se5s-^rs  lor  the  purposes  of  this  act.  and 
s^'ll  make  ^nd  establish  yuch  rules  and  res'ila- 
ttc^s  as  to  liiem  shall  appear  necessary  for  carry- 
t|Jsach  purposes  info  effect. not  beinginconsistent 

,  ;^lh  this  aoj.  or  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates. 
•fEC.  17.  {yid  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  the 
sj(  71  board  ff  principal  a<fse8>ors,  convened  and 
Ofcjanized  a  .>  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  appoint  a 
s«2«ble  perjon  or  persons,  to  be  their  cleric  or 
(jKks.  who  .'ihall  hoW  his  or  their  oflSce,  or  offit  es, 
iiyie  pleasu^re  of  the  said  board  of  principal  as- 
sj*|Drs.  and   whose  duty  it   shall    be  to   receive, 


rt'irird.  and  preserve  all   tax    lists,   returns,  and 
V  docurafnts,  delivered  and  made  to   the  said 
BMB-d  of  principal  assessors,  and  who  shall    take 
a^J^alh   or  ;iffirmation,  (if  conscientiously  «cru- 
p«||u3  of  taking  an  oath.)  faithfully  to  discharge 
DJi;br  their  tiust ;  and  in  de/ault  of  taking  such 
o^^ii  or  affirn^atioD,  previous  to  entering  on   the 
diii^^?  of  suH)  appointment,  or  on  failure  to  per- 
foi|r^  any  paii  of  the  duties  enjoined  on   him  or 
th^*,  respectively,  by  this  act,  he  or  they  shall, 
rw^^'Ctively,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dr<i(l  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  to 
b<»,i>covered  5n  any  court  having  competent  ju 
ris^tion.  anj  shall  also  be  removed  from  office. 
^c.  18.   Afid  be  it  further  enacted,   That   it 
sbail  be  the  diiiy  of  the  said  clerks  to  record  the 
pr*,(jTdings  of  the  said  board  of  principal  asses- 
■•^wViaod  to  ei*ter  on  the  record  the  names  of  such 
oftile  princif^l  assessors  as  shall  attend  any  gen- 
crWVmeeiing  jjf  the  board  of  principal  assessors 
foJTASe  purpo^s  ol  this  act.    And  if  any  principal 
as^<sor  shall'Vail  to  attend  such  general  meeting. 
hi»i»!bsence  sliall  be  noted  on  ihe  said  record,  and 


by  this  act  directed,  and  they  shall  assign  to  such 
counties  and  Slate  districts,  the  valuatfon  lists  ot 
which  shall  not  have  been  furnished,  such  valua 
lion  as  they  shall  deem  just  and  right;  and  the 
valuation  thus  made  to  such  counties  and  State 
districts,  by  the  board  of  principal  assessors,  shall 
De  final,  and  the  proper  quota  of  direct  tax  shall 
be.  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  imposed  thereon 
accordinghy. 

Sec  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  du.y  of  the  said  board  of  principal 
assessors,  diligendy  and  carefully  to  consider  and 
examine  the  .said  lists  of  valuation,  as  well  in  re- 


h^  r'iall,  for  every  day  he  may  be  absent   there" 
frfo.,  forfeit  jjnd  pay  the  sum  of  ten   dollars,  for 
thi?  tse  of  th^  United  States.     And  if  any  prin- 
ci|;a4  assessor  jshall  fail  or  neglect  to  furnish    the 
ja..lf)oard  of 'principal  assessors,  with  the  list.s  of 
v^iu^tion   aotl   enjjmeration   of  each  assessment 
dijirtct  wiihiij  his  collection  district,  within  three 
daysl  alter  th«    time  appointed,  as  aforesaid,  for 
.suphfgeneral  fleeting  of  the  said  board  of  princi- 
pajl  ijssessors,  jje  shall  forfeit  ^nd  pay  the   sum  ol 
ti\'?|iundred  (dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Stalls,  and  moreover  shall  forfeit   his  compensa- 
ti(|o!is  princinal  assessor.     And   it  shall    be   the 
duVyjof  the  clerks  of  the  said  board  of  principal 
asje^iors  to  ct^rtify,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury.jan    extract    of  the   minutes   of  the    board 
8hf*A|iug  such  failures  or  neglect,  which  shall  be 
su(U(ieni  evidf-nce  of  the  forfeiture  of  such  com- 
pe»i?iiion.  to  qr'l  intents  and  purposes:  Provided 
altu  fs,  That  .it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Sec- 
re^;'  '  of  the  l;reasury  to  exonerate  such  principal 
as^e^  or  or  assessors  from  the  forfeiture  of  the  said 
cofnt>nsation,;in  whole  or  in  part. as  to  him  shall 
ap|)t|r  just  and  equitable. 
fcrj:.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the 


saiiJ  *oard  of  enocipal  assessors  shall  not,  within 
th<er  days  aft^r  the  first  meeting  thereof,  as  afore- 
v;J.»ie  furnisjsed  with  all  ihe  lists  of  valuation 


or  th|  several  founties  and  State  districts  of  any 
»t|t''  or  States,  they  shall,  nevertheless,  proceed 
to.«T>#ke  out  the  equalization  and  apportionment 

i 


ation  to  the  States  which   have   been   heretofore 
assessed,  as  in  relation  to  the  States  which   have 
not  been  heretofore  assessed,  for  the  direct  tax  for 
the  year  one  thousand   eight   hundred   and   four- 
teen, and  they  shall  have  power  to  revise,  adjust 
and  equalize   the   valuation   of  property  in   any 
county  or  State  district,  by  adding  thereto,  or  de- 
ducting  therefrom,  such   a   rate   per  centum  as 
shall  render  the  valuation  of  the  several  counties 
and  Slate  districts  just  and  equitable:  Provided 
The  relative  valuation  of  properly  in    the  same 
county  shall  not  be  changed,  unless  manifest  error 
or  imperfection  shall  appear  in  any  of  the  lists  of 
valuation,  in  which  case  the  said  board  of  princi- 
pal assessors  .shall  have  power  to  correct  the  same 
as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and  right.    And  if  in 
consequence  of  any  revisal.  change,  and  alteration 
of  the  said  valuation,  any  inequality  shall  be  pro- 
ouced  in  the  apportionment  of  the  said  direct  tax 
to  the  several  States,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall    be  the 
duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
the  same  to  Congress,  to  the  intent  that  provision 
may   be   made   by   law  for  rectifying  such   ine- 
quality. 

Sec.  21.   And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as 
soon  as  ihe  said  board  of  principal  assessors  Khali 
have  completed  the  adjustment  and   equalization 
of  the  valuation  aforesaid,  they  shall  proceed  to 
apportion  to  each   county  and   State  district   its 
proper  quota  of  direct  tax,  and  they  shall  lay  the 
same   upon   all    the   subjects  of  direct    taxation 
her.  in  prescribed,  within  their  respective  counties 
and  State  districts,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act.  so  as  to  raise  upon  each  county  or  State 
district,  a  quota  of  taxes  bearing  the  same  propor- 
tion to  the  whole  dir.  ct  tax  imposed  on  the  State 
as  the  valuation  of  such   count)  or  Siate  district 
bears  to  ihe  valuation  of  the  State.     And  the  said 
board  of  principal  assessors  shall,  within  twenty 
oays  after  the  time  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  their  first  meeting,  complete'the 
said  apporiionment.  and   shall   record    the  same; 
they  ^hall  thereupon  further  deliver  to  each  prin- 
cipal assessor  a  certificate  of  such  appor'ionraent. 
together  with  the  general   lists  by  the  principal 
assessors  respectively  presented   to   the   board   as 
aloresaid,  and   transmit   to   the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  certificate  of  the  apportionment   by 
ihem  made  as  aforesaid;  and  the  principal  asses- 
sors, respectively,  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  re- 
vise  their  respective  lists,  and  alter  and  make  the 
h»araein  all   respects  conformable    to  the  appor- 
1  tionment  aforesaid  by  the  said  board  of  principal 
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>rs;  and  the  said  principal  assessors,  re- 
spectively, shall  make  out  lists  containing  the 
suras  payable,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  upon  eve' y  object  of  taxation  io  and  for  each 
collection  district ;  which  lists  shall  contain  the 
name  of  each  person  residing  wiibin  the  said  dis- 
trict, owning  or  having  the  care  or  superintend- 
ence of,  property  lying  wiihm  the  said  district, 
which  is  liable  to  the  said  lax.  when  s-Jch  person 
or  persons  are  known,  together  with  the  sums 
payable  by  each;  and  where  there  is  any  prop- 
erly within  any  collection  district,  liable  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  tax,  not  owned  or  occupied 
by  or  under  the  superintendence  of  any  person 
resident  therein,  there  shall  be  a  separate  list  of 
such  property,  specifying  the  sum  payable,  and 
the  names  of  the  resjiective  proprietors,  where 
known.  And  the  said  principal  assessors  shall 
furnish,  to  the  collector  of  the  several  collection 
districts  respectively,  within  thirty  five  days  after 
the  apporiionment  is  completed  as  aforesaid,  a 
certified  copy  of  such  list  or  lists  for  their  proper 
collection  districts.  And  in  default  of  perlorm- 
aoce  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  the  board  ot  asses- 
sors and  principal  assessors,  respectively,  by  this 
section,  they  shall,  severally  and  individually, 
forfeit  and  pay  tlie  .sum  of  five  hundred  dolla's,  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  to'be  recovered  in 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction:  And  it 
i»  hereby  enacted  and  declared.  Toat  the  valua- 
tion, as.sessineni,  equalization,  and  apportionment, 
made  by  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  l>e  and  remain  in  full  force  and 
operation  for  laying,  levying,  and  collecting, 
yearly  and  every  year,  the  annual  direct  tax  by 
nils  act  laid  and  imposed,  until  altered,  modified. 
or  abolished  by  law. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  each 
colle<Jtor,  on  receiving  a  list  as  aforesaid,  from  the 
said  principal  assessors,  respectively,  shall  sub- 
scribe three  receipts,  one  of  which  shall  be  given 
on  a  full  and  correct  copy  of  such  list,  which  list 
shall  be  delivered  by  bun  to.  and  shall  remain 
with,  the  principal  assessor  of  his  collection  dis- 
trict, and  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any 
person  who  may  a|)pl]^to  inspect  the  same,  and 
the  other  two  receipts  shall  be  given  on  aggre- 
gate statements  of  the  lists  aforesaid,  exhibiting 
the  gros.s  amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each 
county  or  State  district  contained  in  the  collec- 
tion district,  one  ol  which  aggregate  statements 
and  receipts  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary, 
and  the  other  to  the  Comptroller,  of  the  Trea 
sury. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
collector,  before  receiving  any  list,  as  aforesaid, 
for  collection,  shall  give  bond,  with  one  or  more 
good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  amount  of 
the  t.«xes  assessed  in  the  collection  diNtrict,  for 
which  he  has  been  or  may  be  appointed,  which 
bond  ^hall  be  payable  to  the  United  States,  with 
condition  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  office,  according  to  law,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  due  collection  and  payment  of 
all  moneys  assessed  upon  such  district ;  and  the 


said  bond  shall  be  transmitted  to,  and  deposited 
in,  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea.^ury  : 
Provided  always.  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  deemed  to  annul,  or  in  anywise  to  im- 
pair, the  obligation  of  the  bond  heretofore  given 
by  any  collector ;  but  the  same  shall  be  and  re- 
main in  full  force  and  virtue,  anything  in  this  act 
to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise,  notwith- 
standing. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
annual  amount  of  taxes  so  a.ssessed,  shall  be  and  re- 
main a  lien  upon  all  lands  and  other  real  estate,and 
all  slaves,  of  the  individuals  who  may  be  assessed 
for  the  same,  during  two  years  after  the  time  it 
shall  annually  become  due  and  payable  ;  and  the 
said  lien  shall  extend  to  each  and  every  part  of 
all  tracts  or  lots  of  land,  or  dwelling-houses,  not- 
withstanding the  same  may  have  been  divided  or 
alienated  in  part. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
collectof*shall  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  an  in- 
strument of  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  as 
many  deputies  as  he  may  think  proper,  assigning 
to  each  deputy,  by  that  instrument  of  writing, 
such  portion  of  his  collection  district  as  he  may 
think  proper,  and  also  to  revoke  the  powers  of  any 
deputy,  giving  public  notice  thereof  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  district  assigned  to  such  deputy  ;  and 
such  deputy  shall  have  the  like  authority,  io  eve- 
'ry  reitpect,  to  collect  the  direct  tax,  so  ass&ssed 
within  the  portion  of  the  district  assigned  to  him, 
which  is  by  this  act  vested  in  the  collector  him- 
self; but  each  collector  shall,  in  every  respect,  be 
responsible,  both  to  the  United  States  and  to  in- 
dividuals, as  the  case  may  be,  for  all  moneys 
collected,  and  for  every  act  done,  as  deputy  col- 
lector, by  any  of  his  deputies,  whilst  acting  as 
such  :  Provided.  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  prevent  auy  collector  from  collecting,  him- 
self, the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  tax  so  assessed, 
and  payable  in  his  district. 

Sec  26.  Atid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of^he  said  collectors,  or  his  deputies,  shall,  within 
ten  days  after  receiving   his  collection  list  from 
the  principal  assessors,  respectively,  as  aforesaid, 
and.  annually,  vithin  ten  days  alter  he  shall  be 
so  required   by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
advertise,  in  one  ifewspaper  printed  in  his  collec- 
fion  district,  if  any  there  be,  and  by  notifications 
to  be  posted  up  in  at  least   four  public  places  in 
his  collection  district,  that  the  said  (ax  has  become 
due  and  payable,  and  state  the  times  and  places 
at  which    he  or  they  will  attend  to  receive  the 
same,  which   shall   be  within  twenty  days  after 
such  notification  ;  and.  with  respect  to  persons 
who  shall  not  attend,  according  to  such  notifica- 
tions, it  shall   be   the  duty  of  each   collector,  in 
person  or   by  deputy,  to  apply  once,  at  their  re- 
spective dwellings,  within  such  district,  and  there 
demand  the  taxes  payable  by  such  persons,  which 
application  shall  be  made  within  sixty  days  after 
the  receipt  of  the  collection  lists,  as  aforesaid,  or 
after  the  receipt  of  the  requisition  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  collect- 
ors; and  if  the  said  taxes  shall  not  be  then  paid, 
or  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be  law- 
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^oids.  chatj£ls,  or  effects,  of  the  persons  delia- 
gulnt,  as  afiKesaid.     And,  in  case  of  such  distress 


foi^for  such-collector,  or  his  deputies,  to  proceed  I  But  in  »ll  n,— .  -u         u  "= 

jo  f  ollect  th^  said  taies  by  distress  and  sale  of^e    rec     tax  under  Th  ^"  ^'T''^  ''*^'«  '^  «  di" 

o|ds.  chat^ls,  or  effects,  of  the   persons  dll  n!    ^re.  en  tided  "  A       T'  7  '^'^  -^""^  "^'  °f  Coo- 

e,res.s,  entitled     An  act  to   av  and  coUort  .  j 

tax  with.n   the  United  Stat'e"  shaM     ot  6:"? 
v.5ible  so  as  to  enable  the  collector,  by  a  saU  nf 
part  thereof,  to  ra.se  the  whole  amount  of  the  tax 
with   all   costs,    charges,   and    commis.Mon,    the' 
whole  of  such  property  .^hall  be  sold,  and  the  ,ur! 

t^  e'ta°x   in',  ""T'"^'  ""^  \^'  ^''•'  '^'''  ^-'-'Vne 

me  tax.  costs,  rhama,^    OT^A :  .      :        s 


tt  flail   be   *he  duty  of  the  officer  charged  with 
ft4  collection,  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made  an 
jcf^unt  of  toe  goods  or  chattels  which   may  be 
.o  ,...,«^  -'.  „r_.i..-L       ,jjpj  ^^  ^^^  officer 

?ft  with  the  owner 


%C(|bunt  of  toe  goods  or  chattel 
(Jis^ained,  ajcopy  of  which,  si^n 

rtiajjingsucljdistress,  shall  be  iefc  «. 1,1  uie  owner    nm,  m    .i  »  ,       r -«,- 

c-r.  Assessor  ;.f  such  goods,  chattels  or  effec  s  o      t^hp  r»,    '''".  f^'"'^'  °^  '^^  ^'••' «^'*^f  ^at.sfv.ne 
elisor  hei  dwelling  wuh   a   not'e  of te     u™     na  d'?'  ^^fAl^^^^*"^  ^^"^'-^^^^ 


aft;  fcis  or  hci  dwelling,  with  a  note  of  the  sum 
(tf)|anded  a^d  the  iirae  and  place  of  ..ale;  and 
tiiefcaid  offict-r  shall  forthwith  cause  a  notification 
t9\..-  publici/  posted  up  at  two  of  the  taverns 
^  "'  ,rl  ^f"^^°^^  o^  the  person  whose  prop 


paid   to   the   owner  of  the  property,  or  his  Je^al 
representatives,  or  if  he  or  the/cannot  be  foufS 

sha  Ihr^  '°  '''T'  't'  ^'-^^^i^en  such  sirpru, 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 


..  shall  berdistramed,  or  at'^;h7"cou  ^ ^ouTeTf  or  h?:'  Lai  reTrJ"  ,  '''  '''  "^^  ?'  "^  «-"-- 
t«cjame  coupty,  if  riot  more  than  ten  miles  dis  shall  Lulnni'^"'^^''--  ""'''  ^^  ^'  'hey 
i^i    which  notice  shall  specify  the  ar^^cles  dis-  '  of    he  tL^^  '.°  '^''''°'  '"  '^'^  SecreiarJ 

tV.   ^d.and^etimeandplaceVoposedfo    'felshal    hv  -«      ^''^"V"^^^   ^"^''    application, 

^e  thereof, Ivhich   time  shall  not'^be  less  than  Lame    ,n\  V   °V'^"   Treasurer,    cause   the 

4  lays  fron,  the  date  of  such   notifica,  "n  and"  I  'p'^'r  v  advi'rn     1°/^'  ?P'"^"'"-     ^nd  if  the 

lace  proposed  for  sale  not  more  than  five    rK%'^f:i'^'!i  ^"^^   '^l'  a-^  aforesaid,  cannot 


W^  lace  prc|)osed  for  sale  not  more  than  five 
n^lv  .  distant  irom  the  place  of  making  such  dis- 
it^sf-  Protiditd,  That,  in  any  case  of  distress,  for 
!lji  payment  ♦.f  the   duties  aforesaid,  the  goods 


k^  lr.\\   f        L   "'^  «'*J'«^>ai(j,  cannot 

be  sold   for  the  amount  of  the  tax  due    hereon 

with    the    said    additional    twenty    per   cenfum 

L  r.f"' ;^f  %1''^^°^  -^hall  purchase  Te, "me. ^ 

"".t^^^ ^ll^l'^r^^  S'-«-  '-  «'-  amount  afore 


cUlels.  or  e^crs.\;  d;yt;amer  ^1,  ::/ry  ^^  P^^"'^;!  ^'T  '''  "'^  ^-ut;7af:re- 
U  r.  =tored  to^he  owner  or  poss^s^or.  if  pri,^r  to  !  ent  of  i^7nr  '  7^V  '^^  T""  ^'  ^"Per.ntend. 
the  ,  ,le  there5,f.  payment,  o/ tender  th  r'eo  .Jail  ^  have  been^aT/if,/^T'i'^'«'^'"  '»'-  ^^^^  ''''all 
b^i  ade   to  tue  proper  officer  charged  w.  h  .Kp     h^fn"     ;f°  .!, '.'^'''^^''^   advertised  fur  «ale,  and 


bt4  1,  ade   to  tjie  proper  officer  charged  with  the  ' 
ccik  -tion,  of  ihe  full  amount  demanded,  together 
W.:b  such  fee  for  levying,  arfd  such  sum  for  the 
»ect  .ary   and   reasonable  expense  of  remorinfr 
J»iMi  leeping  tjie  good^,  chattels,  or  effects,  so  dis"^ 
jr^rti-d,  as  miry  be  allowed  in   like  cases   by  the 
Uft.  or  practice  of  the  State  wherein  the  distress 
sOiHl   have  bej  n  made  ;  but.  in  case  of  non-pav- 
WfSi    or  tendw  as  aforesaid,  the  said  officer  shall 
pr*f  |ed  to  sell  the  said  goods.chattels,  or  effects  at 
r|uM|-.  auciioti.  and  shall  and  may  retain  from'i'he 
Jnff  '''^^fl''^li  sale,  the  amount  deraandable  for 
Inti'  :'        'tr  United  Slates,  with  the  necessary 
anj,    easonabk^  expenses  of  distress  and  sale  and 
a  (JO.  imissionW  five  per  centum   thereon,  for  his 
cm,^se.  renuering  the  overplus,  if  any  there  be, 

sMilhavebtcn  distrained:  Provhied,  That  it 
^h,Hjr|ot  be  Uwful  to  make  distress  of  the  tools 
on.i^)lement^of  atradeor  profession,  beasts  of 
tb.:  ilough  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  ,m- 
Ffo^^l  lands,  vtns,  or  household  furniture,  or  an- 
liat (81, necessary  for  a  family.  ' 

X^'^^l'  ^"^^'V"r/We«ar/ec/.  That  when- 
eyer^oods,  chsitels  or  effects,  sufficient  to  satisfy 
toy  ()x  upon  dwelling-houses  or  lands,  and  their 

by  w|sons  kn.wn  or  residing  within  the  same 
cpllt<|!ion  diM.ict.  cannot  be  found,  the  collector 
hfcvj.^.  first  advertised  the  same  for 'thirty  days  in 
a^M^vspaper  jfvrinied  with.n  the  collection  dis- 
tnc^j^l  sucti  mere  be.  and  l>aving  posted  up  ,n 
at>.iitenpu.lic  places  wuhin  the  same,  a  n^ 
U-iv^t^oa  01  the  intended  sale,  thirty  days  pre- 
Troj.>*hereto  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  public  sale, 
«o  ii-ii-h  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  neces>ary 

iddu.Un  '!  ''"'  ^"'  '^"'^""'  '"Selher  wuh  an 
addjujn  of  twenty  per  centum  to  the  said  taxes 


before  It  shall  have  b^en  actud  J    ol  1  s  fairb 
allowed   ro  pay  the  amount  of  the  tax  thereon 
with  an  addition  uf  ten  per  centum  on  thelame' 
on   the  payment  of  which   the  sale  of  the  sa  J 
property    shall    not    take    place:    ProudJ S^o 
Tha    the  owners,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  adnun-' 
strators.  or  any  person  on  their  behalf,  shall  have 
liberty  to  redeem   the  lands  and  other  pronlr^ 
sold  as  a/oresa.d.  within  two  years  from  the^imr 
of  sale,   upon   payment  to   the  collector,  for  the 
use  of  the  purchaser,  h.s  heirs,  or  assigns,  of    he 
amount  paid  by  such  purchaser,  with  interest  for 
the  same,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum  per 
annum  ;  and  no  deed  shall  be  g.vLn  in  pursuance 
ol  such  sale  until   the  time  of  redemption  shall 
have  expired.     And  the  collector  shall  render  a 
disiincc  account  of  the  charges  incurred  in  offer- 
.og  and  advertising  for  «,le  such  property,  and 
hall  nay  into   the  Treasury  the  sJrplus,  ,f  any 
there  be,  of  the  aforesaid  addition  of  twenty  per 
centum  or  ten  per  centum,  as  the  case  may  be 
after  defraying  the  charges.     And  in  every  case 
of    he  sale  ol  real  estate,  which  has  been  made 
under  the  said  act  of  Congress  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties 
or  which  shal   be   made  under  the  authority  of 
his  act,  by  the  collectors  or  marshals,  resl^ 
»vely,  or  their  lawful  deputies,  respeciivdy  or  bv 

tate  so  sold  shall  be  prepared,  made  executed 
and  proved,  or  acknowledged,  at  the  tir^e  ind 
t.mes  prescribed,  in  this  act.  b/the  id  lectors  re 

rea" esu?;  r  11  ?  "'""  ^'^"^^"^  ^-^^cl. 
as  h.  r  K  V'  "'r'^*^'  '"  »"^h  form  of  law 
of  the  Unw  ""i''^^'^*-^  V^  '^q^'red  by  .he  law. 

m  wLV  1  ^'*'r'  "'  ^y  '^'^  '^^  "'  'he  State 
.Q  which  such  real  estate  lies,  for  making,  exe- 
cuting,  proving,   and   ackuowledg.ug,   deeds   of 
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bargain  and  sale,  or  other  conveyances  for  the 
transfer  and  conveyance  of  real  estate.  And  for 
every  deed,  so  prepared,  made,  executed,  proved, 
and  acknowledged,  the  purchaser  or  grantee  shall 
pay  to  the  collector  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  the 
use  of  the  collector,  marshal,  or  other  person, 
effecting  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  thereby  con- 
veyed. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted  y  That,  with 
respect  to  the  property  lying  witiiin  any  collec- 
tion district,  not  owned,  or  occupied,  or  superin- 
tended, by  some  person  residing  in  such  collection 
district,  and  on  which  the  tax  shall  not  h  ive  been 
paid  to  the  collector  within  ninety  days  after  the 
day  on  which  he  shall  have  received  the  collec- 
tion list  from  the  said  principal  as>essors.  respect- 
ively, as  aforesaid,  or  the  requisitio.n  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  as  aforesaid,  the  collector 
shall  transmit  lists  of  the  same  to  one  of  the  col- 
lectors within  the  same  State,  to  be  designated 
for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury:  and  the  collector,  who  shall  have  been  thus 
designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shal! 
transmit  receipts  for  all  the  lists  received,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  collector  transmitting  the  same. 
And  the  collectors  thus  designated  in  each  Slate 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  c.iuse  no- 
tifications of  the  taxes  due  as  aforesaid,  and  con- 
tained in  the  lists  thus  transmitted  to  them,  to  be 
published,  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  of  the 
newspapers  published  in  the  State;  and  the  own- 
ers of  the  property  on  which  such  taxes  may  be 
due.  shall  be  permitted  to  j)ay  to  such  collector 
the  said  tax.  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centum 
thereon:  Provided,  That  such  payment  is  made 
within  one  year  after  the  day  on  which  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  where  such  property  lies, 
had  notified  that  the  tax  had  become  due  on  the 
came. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when 
any  tax,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  remained  unpaid 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  as  aforesaid,  the  collec- 
tor in  the  Stale  where  the  property  lies,  and  who 
shall  have  been  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  as  aforesaid,  having  first  advertised 
the  same  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  newspa- 
per in  the  Slate,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  public 
sale,  so  much  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together 
wilh  an  addition  of  twenty  per  centum  ihereon  ; 
or  if  such  property  is  nol  divisible,  as  aforesaid, 
the  whole  thereof  shall  be  sold  and  accounted  for 
in  manner  hereinbefore  provided.  If  the  prop- 
erly advertised  for  sale  cannot  be  sold  for  the 
amount  of  the  lax  due  thereon,  wilh  the  said  ad- 
dition thereon,  the  collector  shall  purchase  the 
same  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  such 
amount  and  addition.  And  ihe  collector  shall 
render  a  distinct  account  of  tlie  charges  incurred 
in  offering  and  advertising  for  sale  sych  properly, 
and  pay  into  the  Treasury  the  surplu.s.  if  any.  of 
the  aforesaid  addition  of  ten  or  twenty  per  cen- 
tum, as  the  case  may  be,  after  defraying  the  said 
charges. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted,  That  the 
collectors,  designated,  as  alore«aid,  by  ihe  Secre- 


V\     c^u    T'«""^y.  shall  deposite  with    the 
clerks  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  respective  States,  and  within  which  dis^ 
trict  the  property  lies,  correct  lists  of  the  tracts  of 
land  or  other  real  properly,  sold  by  virtue  of  this 
act  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  together  with  the 
names   of  the  owners,  or  presumed  owners    or 
the  purchasers,  of  the  same,  at  the  public  sales 
aforesaid,  and  of  the  amount  paid  by  such  pur- 
chasers for  tne  same;  the  owners,  their  heirs  ex- 
ecutors,  or  adra.n.strators,  or  any  person  in  their 
behalf  shall  have  liberty  to  redeem  the  lands  or 
other  property  sold  as  aforesaid,  within  two  years 
from  the  time  of  sale,  upon  payment,  to  the  clerk 
aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  the  purchaser,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  of  the  amount  paid  by  such  purchase!^ 
for  the  said  land,  or  other  real  property,  with  in- 
terest for  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  and  of  a  commission  of  five  per 
centum  on  such  payment,  for  the  use  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid.     The  clerk  shall,  on  application,  pay 
to  the   purchasers  the  money  thus  paid  for  their 
use;  and  ihe  collectors,  respectively,  shall  give 
deeds  for   the  lands  or  property  aforesaid,  to  the 
purchasers  entilled  to  the  .same.'in  all  cases  where 
the  same  shall  not  have  been  redeemed  within 
two  years,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  original  owners 
thereof,  or  their  legal  representatives.     And  the 
said  clerks  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
purchaser,  for  his  own  use,  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
in  addition  to  the  sum  hereinbefore  made  pay- 
able to  the   collector,  for  every  such  deed,  to  be 
paid  on  the  delivery  thereof  to  such  purchasers 
And  in  all  cases  where  lands  may  be  sold  under 
this  act  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  belonging  to  in- 
fants, persons  of  insane  mind,  married  women 
or  persons  beyond  sea,  such  persons  shall  have 
the  lerm  of  two  years,  after  their  respective  dis- 
abiliiie.s  shall  have  been  removed,  or  their  return 
to  the  United  Slates,  to  redeem  lands  thus  sold 
on  their  paying  into  the  clerk'-  office  aforesaid 
the, amount  paid  by  the  purchaser,  together  with 
ten  per  centum   per  annum;  and  on°  their  pay- 
ment  to   the  purchaser  of  the  land  aforesaid,  a 
compensation  for  all  improvements  he  may  have 
made  on  the  premises,  subsequent  to  his  purchase, 
the  value  of  which  improvements  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  three  or  more  neighboring  freeholders, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  clerk  aforesaid,  who,  on 
actual  view  of  the  premises,  shall  assess  the  value 
of  such  improvements,  on  their  oaths,  and  make 
a  return  of  such  valuation  to  the  clerk  immedi- 
ately.    And  the  clerk  of  the  court  shall  receive 
such  compensation  for  his  services  herein,  to  be 
paid  by,  and  received  from,  the  parties,  like  costs 
of  suit,  as  ihe  judge  of  ihe  district  court  shall,  in 
that  respect,  tax  and  allow. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  colleciors  shall, at  the  expiration  of  every 
month  after  they  shall,  respectively,  commence 
their  collections,  in  the  next  and  every  ensuing 
year,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a 
statement  of  the  colleciions  made  by  them,  re- 
spectively, within  ttie  month,  and  pay  over,  quar- 
terly, or  sooner,  if  required  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  moneys  by  them  respectively 
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C'illected  within  the  said  terra  ;  and  each  of  the 

yld  collectors  shall   complete  the  collection  of 

^a|  sums  annually  assigned  to  him  for  collection 

'a     aforesaid,   shall   pay  over  the  yame  into  the 

1|easury,  and  shall  render  his  final  account  to  the 

'Ueasury   Pepartraent.  within  six  months  from 

aAi   after  ihe  day  when   he  shall  have  received 

t\h  collectiun  lists  from  the  said  board  of  princi- 

plfcl  assessors,  or  the  said  requisition  of  the  Secre- 

,ia  y   of  th*    Treasury    as   aforesaid:    Provided. 

A  cever,  Tnat  the  period  of  one  year  and  three 

;  ^   nihs    fr^m   the  said  annual  day,  shall  be  an- 

;  11'  illy  allowed  to  the  collector  designated  in  each 

;   Si   te  as  aforesaid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 

.   ui    .  wiih  Respect  to  the  taxes  contained  in  the 

►  ll^f  transmuted  to  him  by  the  other  collectors  as 

r  aic  resaid 


\  ;  psc.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
I  J^Of  fctof  shjill  be  charged  with  the  whole  amount 
>  vi^*^'  V  **""  ^^ceipted.  whether  contained  in 
;  (h4  lists  dehvered  to  him  by  the  principal  asses- 
t  «ojb,  respectively,  or  transmitted  to  him  by  other 
J  ^electors;  >nd   shall   be  allowed  credit  for  the 

•  t  K  °'  °^  ^^^^^  contained  in  the  lists  transmitted 

•  ^Ihe  manrt-er  above  provided  to  other  collectors 
:  •n^  by  then)   receipted  as  aforesaid,  and  also  for 
.  kh  J  taxes  of  such  persons  as  may  have  absconded 
iOipecome  insolvent,  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
f  ll;.|  assessment,  and   prior  to  the  day  when  the 
;  ^X»  ought,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act 
;tc.*ave  bein  collected:  Provided,  That  it  shall 
k  b^ proven,  i...  the  satisfaction  of  the  Comptroller 

•  oMhe  Trea-ury.  that  due  diligence  was  used  by 
■  ^^'V^"^ctor.  and  that  no  property  was  left  from 
»\fc  Jch  the  t«x  could  have  been  recovered      And 

^a(<n  collector,  designated  in  each  State  as  afore- 
|!ili|  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  re- 
^«.le  credit  lor  the  .axes  due  for  all  tracts  of  land 
.y^lMch,  after  being  offered  by  him  for  sale  in  man- 
,  Je|aforesaiu,  shall  or  may  have  been  purchased 
^lyiiira  in  behalf  of  the  United  States. 
J  4ec.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
jani  collector  shall  f«il,  either  to  collect  or  to  ren- 
'.derlhis  account,  or  to  pay  over  in  the  manner  or 

wi   iin  the   limes,  herein befoie  provided   it  shall 
:be  fhe  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 

le 
It 

h..  -  '•.  _ — ••"i^^.tn  wuiicciur  and 

»,.ureties,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district 

•'ihl'L"  "^^'"',"'   n'  *™"""^  °^  '^'  taxes  with 
.wlTjch   the   .aid  collector  is  chargeable,  and   the 

•!?1'L'\l"y^''.'^'^^^*/^  '''^en  P«'d.    And  the  said 


.i>e  The  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
.an^he  ..  hereby  authorized  and  required,  imme- 
;diai'ly  after  such  delinquency,  to  issue  a  warrant 
•of^stress  a»rainst  such  delinquent  collector  and 


rjaIshaIhim.elf,orbyhisdeputy,,ramed.atelypro- 

C*     *    In     *»vu    anil   r>n     oy.r     .k  .    ^.'  ...  '  r ' " 


-C 


c*  \  to  levy  and  collect  the  sum  which  may  re- 
^a|i  due,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
:cj.a|te  s,  or  any  personal  effects,  of  the  delinquent 
cjl.  ctor;  and  for  want  of  goods,  chattels,  or 
efeits,  aforrsaid.  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said 
via|ant,  the  sarne  may  be  levied  on  the  person  of 
tUiollector,  who  may  be  committed  to  prison 
t^*i'  to  remain  until  discharged  m  due  course 
0^  l|w:  Ar,d  furthermore,  notwithstanding-  the 
C|nfii,tmeni  of  the  collector  to  prison  as  a?ore- 
s^i(|  or  if  he  abscond,  and  goods,  chattels,  and 
etfe^ts.  cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  ^atisfy  the 


said  warrant,  the  said  marshal,  or  bis  deputy 
shall  and  may  proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the 
sum  which  remains  due.  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  and  chattels,  or  any  personal  effects  of 
the  surety  or  sureties  of  the  delinquent  collector 
And  the  amount  of  the  sums  due  from  any  col- 
lector, as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
declared  to  be.  a  hen  upon  the  lauds  and  real  ei 

'*'«  of  such  collector  and  hissureties.  until  tbesame 
shall  t)edischargedaccordingtolaw.  Andforwant 
of  goods  and  chattels,  or  other  personal  effects  of 
such  collector,  or  his  sureties,  sufficient  to  satisfy 
any  warrant  of  distress,  issued    pursuant    to  the 
preceding  section  of  this  act.  the  lands  and   real 
estate  ol    such  collector   and    his  sureties   or  so 
nriuch  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  for  .satisfying 
the  said  warrant,  after  being  advertised  for  at  lea-t 
three  weeks,  in  not  less  than  three  public  places 
m  the  collection  district,  and    in  one   newspaper 
printed  in  the  county  or  district,  if  any  there  be 
prior  to  the  proposed  time  of  .sale,  may  and  shall 
be  sold  by  the  marshal  or  his  deputy  ;  and  fur  all 
lands  and   real  estate,  sold   in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  aforesaid,  the  conveyances  of  the  mar- 
shals, or  their  deputies,  executed  in  due  form  of 
Uw,  shall   give  a  valid  title  against  all  persons 
claiming    under    delinquent    collectors,    or    their 
sureties,  aforesaid.     And  all  moneys  that  may  re- 
main ot  the  proceeds  of  such  Rale,  after  satisfym*' 
the  said  warrant  of  distress,  and   payin<»  the  rea*- 
sonable  costs  and  chargt-i  of  sale,  shdl   be  re- 
turned to  the  proprietor  of  the  lands  or  real  estate 
sold  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  34.  And.  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
and  every  collector,  or  his  deputy,  who  shall  ex- 
ercise or  be  guiltv  of  any  extortion  or  oppression 
under  color  of  this  act.  or  shall  demand  other  or 
greater  sums  than  shall  be  authorized  by  this  act 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  by  and  for  the 
use  of  the  party  injured  with  costs  of  suit  in  any 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction;  arid  each 
and  every  collector  or  his  deputies  shall  ^rive  re- 
ceipts for  all  sums  by  them  collected  and  retained 
in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

JSkc.  35  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed   and    paid,  for  the   services  per- 
formed under  this  act.  to  each  principal  asseior 
two  dollars  for  every  day  employed   in  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  and  giving  the  neces- 
sary instructions  to  the  assistant  as.sessors  for  the 
valuations  ;  three  dollars  for  every  day  employed 
in  making  revised  valuations  and  tax  lists   where 
an  assessment  and  valuation  have  heretofore  been 
mnde.  and  in  hearing  appeals  and  makingout  lists, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  upon  origi- 
nal assessments  and  valuations;  and  five  dollars 
for  every  hundred    taxable   persons  contained  in 
the  tax  list  as  delivered  by  him  to  the  said  board 
of  principal  assessors;  to  each  assistant  assessor, 
tuo  dollars  fur  every  day  actually  employed  in 
collecting  lists  and  making  valuations,  the  number 
of  days  necessary  for  that  purpose  being  certified 
^y  the   principal  assessor,  and   approved    by  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  ;    and  three  dollars 
}  for  every  hundred  taxable  persons  contained  in 
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the  ux  list,  as  completed  and  delivered  by  him 
to  the  principal  assessor  ;  to  each  of  the  principal 
assessors  constituting  the  board  of  principal  asses- 
sors as  aforesaid,  for  every  day's  actual  attend- 
ance at  the  said  board,  the  sum  of  three  dollars, 
and  for  travelling  to  and  from  the  place  desig- 
nated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  three 
dollars  for  each  thirty  mile.s.  And  to  each  of 
the  clerks  of  the  said  board,  three  dollars  for 
every  day's  actual  attendance  thereon.  And  the 
said  board  of  principal  assessors,  and  the  said  as- 
sessors, severally  and  respectively,  shall  be  allowed 
their  necessary  and  reasonable  charges  for  books 
and  stationery  used  in  the  execution  of  their  du- 
ties; and  the  compensation  herein  allowed  shall 
be  in  full  (or  all  other  expenses  not  particularly 
specified. 

Sec.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
compensation  herein  bt-fore  provided  for  ibc  ser- 
vices of  the  principal  assessors  and  their  assis- 
tants, and  for  the  board  of  principal  assessors  and 
their  clerks,  shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  ;  and 
there  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  that  purpose  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
And  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  augment,  in  cases 
where  he  shall  deem  it  necessary,  the  compensa- 
tion authorized  by  this  act  for  the  principal  asses- 
sors and  their  assistants :  Provided,  That  no  prin- 
cipal assessor  shall,  in  any  case,  receive  more 
than  three  hundred  dollars,  and  no  assistant 
assessor  shall  receive  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  and  for  such  augmented  com- 
pensation, and  the  expense  of  carrying  this  act 
annually  into  effect,  there  is  further  hereby  appro- 
priated an  annual  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  in 
cases  where  principal  assessors  have  not  been,  or 
shall  not,  during  tiie  present  session  of  Congress, 
be  appointed,  and  in  cases  where  vacancies  shall 
occur  in  the  office  of  principal  assessor,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to 
make  appointments  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate by  granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire 
at  the  end  ul  the  next  session.  And  where  no 
person  can  be  found  in  any  collection  district,  or 
assessment  district,  to  serve  either  as  collector, 
principal  assessor,  or  assistant  assessor,  respect- 
ively, the  President  of  the  United  Slates  is  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  one  of  the  deputy  post- 
masters in  such  district,  to  serve  as  collector,  or 
assessor,  as  the  case  may  be.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  such  deputy  postmaster  to  perform,  ac- 
cordingly, the  dutie-  of  such  officer. 

Sec.  38.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  sepa- 
rate accounts  shall  be  kept  at  the  Treasury,  of  all 
moneys  received  from  the  direct  tax  and  from  the 
internal  duties,  in  each  of  the  respective  States. 
Territories,  and  collection  districts ;  and  that  sepa- 
rate accounts  shall  be  kept  of  the  amount  of  each 
species  of  duty  that  shall  accrue,  with  the  moneys 
paid  to  the  collectors,  assessors,  and  assistant  as- 
sessors, and  to  the  other  officers  employed,  in  each 


;  of  the  respective  States,  Territories,  and  collection 
I  districts,  which  accounts  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
I  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  annually,  in  the 
■  month  of  December,  to  lay  before  Congre-s. 
I  Sec.  39.  And  be  it  further  encu:ted.  That  the 
I  principal  assessors,  respectively,  sliall,  yearly,  and 
every  year,  after  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  in  the  month  of  January,  inquire 
j  and  ascertain,  in  the  manner  by  the  sixth  section 
of  this  act  provided,  what  transfers  and  changes 
of  property  in  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling- 
houses,  and  slaves,  have  been  made  and  effected  in 
their  respective  districts,  subsequent  to  the  next 
preceding  valuation,  assessment,  and  apportion- 
ment of  the  direct  lax.  by  thisactlaid;  and,  within 
twenty  days  thereafter,  they  shall  make  out  three 
lists  of  such  transfers  and  ciianges.  and  transmit 
one  list  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  another 
list  to  the  coram is.'-ioner  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
third  shall  be  delivered  to  the  collector  .  f  the  col- 
lection district.  And  it  shall,  yearly,  and  every 
year,  after  the  said  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  notify  the  collt-ctors  of  the  several 
collection  districts,  a  day  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, on  which  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
collectors  to  commence  laying  and  collecting  the 
annual  direct  lax  by  this  act  laid  and  imposed, 
according  to  the  assessment  of  the  tax  lists  to 
them  delivered  by  the  said  principal  assessors,  as 
aforesaid,  subject  only  to  such  alterations  therein 
as  shall  be  just  and  proper,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  conform  to  the 
transfers  and  changes  aforesaid,  ascertained  by  the 
principal  assessors  as  afore>aid  ;  and  the  said  col- 
lectors shall,  annually,  in  all  respects,  proceed  in, 
and  conclude,  the  collection  of  the  said  direct 
tax,  in  the  same  manner,  and  within  the  time, 
hereinbefore  provided  and  prescribed. 

Sec.  40.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
Slate  may  pay  its  quota  ot  the  direct  tax  by  this 
act  laid,  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slate;?, 
for  the  first,  and  for  any  and  every  succeeding 
year ;  and,  in  consideration  of  such  payment,  the 
Stale  shall  be  entitled  lo  a  deduction  of  fifteen 
per  centum,  if  paid  before  the  first  day  oi  May, 
and  leu  per  centum,  if  paid  before  the  first  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  to  which  the  payment 
relates:  Provided  That  notice  of  the  intention  to 
make  such  payment  Be  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April 
in  each  year:  And  provided.  That  such  notice 
and  payment  shall  nut  in  any  wise  prevent  or  dis- 
continue the  proceedings  under  this  act,  to  make 
the  valuations,  a-sessraents.  and  apportionments, 
herein  authorized  and  directed,  but  shall  only 
prevent  or  discontinue  the  collection  of  the  quota 
of  the  State  giving  such  notice  and  making  such 
payment. 

Sec.  41.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to- 
wards establishingan  adequate  revenue  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Government  j 
for  the  puuciual  fayment  of  the  public  debt,  prin- 
pal  and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be  contracted, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts,  respect- 
ively ;  and  for  creating  an  adequate  sinking  fund, 


y '  ti 


J^79 


APPENDIX. 


m 


m 


y  \ 


H 


1880 


Public  Act»  of  Congrtu. 


[idually  to  reduce,  and  eventually  to  extingush, 
'  public  debt,  contracted,  and  ;o  be  contracted, 
direct  ux  by  this  act  laid  shall  continue  to  be 
,  levied,  and  collected,  duringr  the  present  war 
ween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and 
_^iil  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely 
ac^onopjished,  anything  in  the  said  act  of  Con- 
.  grjss  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise  notwith- 
si:  Dding.  And.  for  the  effectual  application  of 
th  revenue  to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  di- 
re,  :  tax  laij  by  this  act,  and  also  by  and  from  the 
dh  'ct  lax  laid   by  the  said  act  of  Congress,  enti- 

^w    li^"  **^'  '°  '*y  ^^^  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
th|  United  States."  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in 
du  -r  form  of  law.  the  faith  of  tne  United  Slates  is 
he^by  pledged:  Provided  always,  That  when- 
ievir  Congress  shall   deem  it  expedient  to  alter, 
'ret  jce.  or  change,  the  said  direct  tax,  by  this  act 
lai,  It  shall   be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon   providing 
.an.   substiiuiing  by  law,  at  the  said  time,  and  fo' 
th(4same  purposes,  other  taxes  or  duties,  which 
sha|l  be  equally  productive  wiih  the  direct  tax  so 
allied,  reduced,  or  changed:  And  provided  fur- 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shafi  be 
ed  or  construed,  in  anywise,  to  rescind  or  ini- 
any  specific  appropriation  of  the  said  direct 
3,  or  either  of  them;  but  such  appropriation 
!  remain  and  be  carried  into  effect,  accordincr 
!ie  true  intent  and   meaning  of  the  law  and 
makin:,'   the  same,  anything  in   this  act  to 
ontrary  thereof,  in  anywise,  notwithstanding. 
;c.  42.  And  be   it  further  enacted.  That  it 
be  lawful   for  the   President  of  the  United 
.'s  toautiiorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
iniicipaie   the  collection  and   receipt  of  the 
I  lax.  laid  and   imposed  by  this  act,  and  by 
laid  act  of  Congress,  entitled  '"An  act  to  lay 


inerl   thereof, 
{Dii  Jjns  of  do 
CJCCtTding  six 
l>*ni*  or  bank; 


collect  a  direct  tax  wiihin  the  United  States." 
|)taining  a  loan  upon  the  pledge  of  the  said 
M  taxes,  or  either  of  them  for  the  reimburse- 
thereof,   to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six 
iollars,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
,      ig  SIX  per  centum  per  annum.     And  any 
b*n..  or  banks  now  incorporated,  or  which  may 
nert^fler  be  incorporated,  under  the  authority  of 
tht;rnited  Siaies,  is,  and  are  hereby,  authorized 
tfi  oljke  such  loan:  Provided  alicays,  and  it  is 
crp^ssly  declared,  That  the  money  so  obtained 
9K"jloan  shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes  afore- 
M4i  »io   which   the  said  direct  taxrs,  so  to   be 
pUd|ed.  are  by  this  act  applied  and  appropriated, 
ma  fj  no  other  purposes  whatsoever. 
^  Approved.  January  9,  1815. 


7,»h«.Territories  thereof,  the  respective  dafie. 
following,  that  IS  to  say  :  «""« 

Pig  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

Gainings  of  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar  aod  fifty 

Bar  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 
Rolled  or  slit  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 
^alls,  brads,  and  sprigs,  other  than  those  usually 
denominated  wrought,  per  pound,  one  cent. 

Candles  of  white  wax.  or  in  part  of  white  and 
other  wax.  per  pound  five  cents. 

Mould  candles  of  tallow,  or  of  wax.  other  than 
white  or  in  part  of  each,  per  pound  three  cents. 
Hats  and  caps,  in  whole  or  in  part  of  leather 
woo,  or  furs;   bonnets   in  whole  or   in   pan  of 
wool  or  fur,  if  above  two  dollars  in   value,  ei^ht 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Hats  of  chip  or  wood,  covered  with  silk  or 
other  materials,  or  not  covered,  if  above  two  dol- 
lars  in  value,  eight  per  cenlum  ad  valorem. 

Umbrellas  and   parasols,  if  above  the   value  of 
two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  valorem. 
Paper,  three  per  centum  ad  valorem. 
Playing  and  visiting  cards,  fifty  per  centum  ad 
I  valorem. 

I      Saddles  and  bridles,  six  per  centum  ad  valorem 

Boots  and   bootees,  exceeding  five  dollars  per 
pair  in  value,  five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Beer.  ale.  and  porter,  six  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

lobacco.  manufactured  cigars,  and  snuff  twen- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Leather,  including  therein  all  hides  and  skins 
whether  tanned,  tawed,  dressed,  or  otherwise 
made,  on  the  original  manufacture  thereof  fire 
per  centum  ad  valorem;  which  said  duties  shall 
be  paid  by  the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  buildinw 
or  vessels  in  which,  or  of  the  machines,  .mple- 


tto   provide  additional  revenue*   for  defrayine 
experjge,  of  Government,  and  raaintaining  the 
10  credit,  by  lajing  duties  on  variou.  good,,  ware. 
merchairilise,  manufactured  wuhin  the   United 
es. 

V  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  ex- 
ijj>a  ol  ni«eiy  days  subsequent  to  the  passing 
•V-i  act    there  shall   be  paid   upon  all  goods 


ODs,    Which    shall   thereafter   be   man'ufac- 
or  made  for  sale  wuhin  the  United  States, 


ments,  or   utensils,    wherewith   the  said    goods 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall   have  been  manu- 
factured or  made,  or  by  the  agent  or  superinten- 
dent  thereof;    the   amount   thereof  payable    bv 
any  one  person,  at  any  one  time,  if  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dollars  shall,  and  if  exceedin..  twenty 
dollars  may,  be  paid  in  monev,  with  a  deduction 
ol  two  per  centum,  at  the  Ume  of  rendering  the 
accounts  ot  the  articles  so  chargeable  with  duiv 
required  to  be  rendered  by  the  .second  section  of 
this  act,  or  without  deduction  at  the  next  subse- 
quent time  prescribed  for  renderingsuch  accounts. 
bEc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person   who,  from  and   after    the  expiration   of 

"kTi  L*r*"^''*'"^°^  '°  "'^  passing  of  this  act, 
shall  be  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  building, 
o  vessel  or  machine,  implement,  or  uu-n.il.  used 
or  intended  to  be  used  for  the   manufacturing  or 

.r  .Trh*^  f "i!"^  ^''°'^"''  ^*^^'''  *"J  merchandise, 
or  either  of  them,  or  who  shall  have  such  build- 
«ng  or  vessel,  or  machine,  implement,  or  utensil, 
under  his  superintendence,  either  as  agent  for  the 
owner,  or  OQ  his  own  account,  shall,  before  the 
expiration  oJ  the  said  ninety  days,  and  every  per- 

davs"",^"-)? ''"  '*'"  'Expiration  of  the  said  n.netr 
days,  shall  use  or  intend  to  use,  any  building,  or 
vessel,  or  machine,  implement,  or  u.en.sil, a.  a/ore- 
sad,  either  as  owner,  occupier,  agent,  or  other- 
wise, shall,  before  he  shall  beg.a  ,o  to  use.  or 
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cause  the  same  so  to  be  used,  give  bond,  with  at 
least  two  sureties,  to  the  saiisfaction  of  the  col- 
lector of  internal  duties  for  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  be  situate,  in  a  sum  not  less  than 
the  computed  duties  for  one  year,  nor  less  than 
one  hundred  dollars,  that  he  will  before  using,  or 
causing  the  same  to  be  used,  make  true  and  exact 
entry  and  report,  in  writing,  to  the  said  collector, 
of  every  such  building,  or  vessel,  machine,  im- 
plement, or  utensil,  owned,  occupied,  or  superin- 
tended by  him,  with  the  size  thereof,  the  names 
of  the  <3wner,  occupier,  agent,  and  superintendent, 
the  place  where  situate,  and  the  manner  in  which, 
and  the  time  for  which,  not  exceeding  one  year, 
it  is  intended  to  employ  the  same,  wiih  ihe  de- 
nominations and  quantities  of  the  articles  manu- 
factured or  made  as  aforesaid,  which  he  may 
have  on  hand,  wiih  the  value  thereof;  that  he 
will,  thereafter,  before  using,  or  causing  ihesame 
to  be  used,  make  like  entry  and  report  of  any 
other  building,  or  vessel,  machine,  implement,  or 
utensil,  used,  or  intended  to  be  used,  as  aforesaid, 
that  he  may  own,  occupy,  or  have  the  agency  or 
superintendence  of,  with  the  size  thereof,  the 
Dames  of  the  owner,  occupier,  agent,  and  super- 
intendent, the  place  where  situate,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which,  and  the  lime  for  which,  not  exceed- 
ing one  year,  it  is  intended  to  employ  the  same, 
with  information,  from  lime  to  time,  of  any 
change  in  the  form  size,  agency,  ownership,  oc- 
cupancy, or  superintendence,  which  all  or  either 
of  the  said  buildings,  or  vessels,  machines,  im- 
plements, or  utensils,  may  undergo  ;  that  he  will, 
from  day  to  day,  so  long  as  he  may  use  the 
same,  enter,  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book 
or  books  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  and 
which  shall  be  open  at  all  times,  between  the 
rising  and  setting  of  the  suii,  for  the  inspection 
of  the  said  collector,  who  may  lake  any  minutes, 
memorandums,  or  transcripts  thereof,  the  denom- 
inations and  quaniiiies  of  the  articles  manufac- 
tured or  made,  and  will  render  to  the  said  col- 
lector, on  the  first  day  of  January,  April,  July, 
and  October  in  each  year,  or  wuhin  ten  days 
thereafter,  a  general  account  in  writing,  taken 
from  his  books,  of  the  denominations  and  quanti- 
ties of  the  said  articles,  with  ihe  aggregate  value 
thereof,  for  three  months  preceding  said  days,  or 
for  such  portion  thereof  as  may  have  elapsed  from 
the  dale  of  said  entry  and  report  to  ihe  said  day 
which  shall  next  ensue  ;  that  he  will,  at  the  said 
times,  deliver  to  the  said  collector  the  original 
book  of  entries,  which  book  shall  be  retained  by 
said  officer;  that  he  will  likewise,  from  day  to 
day,  enter  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book  or 
books  to  be  kept  hy  him  for  that  purpo.se,  and 
which  shall  be  open  at  all  times,  between  the 
rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  for  the  inspection 
of  ihe  said  collector,  who  may  take  any  minutes, 
memorandums,  or  transcripts,  thereof,  the  denom- 
inations and  quantities  of  all  the  hereinbefore 
enumerated  rnanulactured  articles  sold,  with  the 
price  fur  which  the  same  were  sold,  specifying  in 
each  sale,  the  name  ot  the  person  to  whom  sold, 
where  the  amount  sold  shall  exceed  len  dollars  in 
value  J  and  that  he  will  render  to  the  said  col- 


lector, at  the  time  of  rendering  the  said  general 
accounts,  a  statement  in  writing,  taken  from  said 
hook  or  books,  in  which  there  shall  be  specified 
the  denominations  and  quantities  of  all  such  man- 
ufactured articles  sold  on  each  day.  stating  dis- 
tinctly each  sale,  with  the  name  of  the  purchaser, 
and  the  denominations  and  quantities  sold,  and 
price,  where  the  same  shall  exceed  ten  dollars, 
and  the  aggregate  denominations  and  quantities, 
with  the  aggregate  value  of  all  other  sales  ;  that 
he  will  verify,  or  cause  to  be  verified,  the  said  en- 
tries, reports,  books,  general  accounts,  and  state- 
ments, on  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  taken  before 
the  collector,  or  some  officer  au'horized  by  law  to 
administer  the  same,  according  to  the  form  re- 
quired by  this  act,  where  the  same  is  prescribed  ; 
and  that  he  will  pay  to  the  said  collector  the 
duties  which  by  this  act  ought  to  be  paid  on  the 
articles  so  manufactured,  and  in  the  .said  account 
mentioned,  if  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  at 
the  time  of  rendering  an  account  thereof,  with  a 
deduction  of  two  per  centum,  and  if  exceeding 
twenty  dollars,  either  at  said  time,  with  a  like  de- 
duction, or  at  the  next  subsequent  lime  prescribed 
for  rendering  such  accounts,  without  deduction  ; 
and  the  said  bond  may,  from  time  to  time,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  collector,  be  renewed  or 
changed,  in  regard  to  the  sureties  and  penalties 
thereof.  And  every  such  person,  whether  owner, 
occupier,  agent,  or  superintendent,  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  at  the  time  of  making  the  entry  and  report, 
first  before  stated,  obtain,  agreeably  thereto,  a  li- 
cense for  employing,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
one  year,  such  buildings,  or  vessels,  or  machines, 
implements,  or  utensils,  describing  the  same,  with 
the  use  to  which  they  are  to  be  applied,  the  place 
where  situate,  the  name  of  the  owner,  occupier, 
agent,  or  superintendent,  and  the  term  for  which 
it  is  intended  to  use  the  same  ;  which  license  the 
said  collector  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  grant.  And  a  like  license,  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  a  year,  shall  be  obtained  nnd  granted 
on  a  like  report  and  entry  made  at  any  time  there- 
after, without  requiring  a  new  bond,  so  long  as 
the  bond  aforesaid  shall  remain  in  force.  Which 
licenses  shall  be  signed  by  the  commissioner  of 
the  revenue,  and  countersigned  by  me  collector 
who  shall  issue  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
entries  made  in  the  books  required  to  be  kept 
by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall,  on  the 
said  first  days  of  January,  April,  July,  and  Oc- 
tober, or  wuhin  len  days  after  each  of  the  said 
days,  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be 
taken  as  aforesaid,  of  the  person  or  persons  by 
whom  such  entries  shall  have  been  made;  which 
qualification  shall  be  certified  at  the  end  of  such 
entries  by  the  collector,  or  other  officer  adminis- 
tering the  same,  and  shall  be,  in  substance,  as  fol- 
lows: ••  I  (or  we)  do  swear  (or  affirm)  thai  the 
foregoing  entries  were  made  hy  me  (or  us)  on  the 
respective  days  specified,  and  that  they  state,  ac- 
cording to  the  betl  of  knowledgt?  and  belief. 

the  whole  quantities  and  denominations,  with  the 

value  thereof,  of  the manufactured  (or  sold, 

as  the  case  maybe)  by ,ia  the of ." 
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^c  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
fjwj.lr,  occuj;ier.  agent,  or  superintendent,  afore- 
iaitlashall,  in  case  the  onsjioal  entries  required  to 
pe  jjide  in  his  books  by  the  second  section  of  this 
^icejhall  not  be  made  hy  himself,  subjoin  to  the 
oa^or  alJirrnation  of  the  person  by  whom  they 
WtJ     made,  toe  following  oath  or  afhrrnation  to 

l)ef*ken  as  aforesaid:    ' do  solemnly  swear 

(ott*iffirm)  t  lat.  to  the   best  of  knowledge 

•H^Tflief.  the  (oregoing  entries  are  just  and  true. 

•r.jAhat  hare  taken  all  the  means  in  

p<i^r  to  raaiie  ihem  so." 

'^^c.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  id  all 
ca:^!  in  whicti  the  duties  aforesaid  shall  not  be 
J^yjpaid,  the-  person  chargeable  therewith  shall 
pt't^in  addition,  ten  per  centum  on  the  amount 
Chh5|of ;  and  in  case  such  duties,  with  said  addi- 
^lo  tishall  no(  be  paid  within  three  months  from 
»b!p  jrae  the  laid  duties  ought  to  be  paid,  thecol- 
^rtjr  for  th^  district  shall  make  a  [personal  de- 
|n-iii*l  tif  the  jame  from  juch  person,  or  by  notice 

J^n  PV'iting  led  at  his  dwelling,  if  within  the  col- 
ec(I)n  distrij;t.  and.  if  not.  at  the  manufactory 
iwrifd  or  su|»erin tended  by  such  person;  and  in 
♦ase«of  refusal  or  neglect  to  pay  the  said  duties, 
.TiUithe  addhJion.  wiiliin  ten  days  after  such  de- 
(Odpll  i«r  notifje,  the  amount  thereof  shall  be  re- 
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the  United  States,  with  the  necessary  and  reason- 
able expenses  of  distress  and  sale,  and  a  commis- 
sion of  eight  per  centum  thereon  for  his  own  use. 
rendering  the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  to  the  per- 
son whose  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  shall  hare 
been  distrained  :  Provided.  That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  to  make  distress  of  beasts  of  the  plough 
necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  improved  lands, 
arms,  or  household  furniture,  or  apparel  neces8ar> 
for  a  family. 

Sbc.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which  shall  be 
manufactured  or  made  within  the  United  States, 
or  the  Territorieb  thereof,  the  duties  on  which 
shall  nut  have  bern  duly  paid,  or  secured,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act 
shall,  together  with  the  vessels  containing  the 
same,  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  as  forfeited 
by  any  collector  of  tlie  internal  duties,  and  held 
by  him  until  a  decision  shall  be  had  thereon  ac- 
cording to  law  :  Provided.  That  .-^aid  goods,  wares, 
anil  merchandise,  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  lorfeit- 
ed  in  the  hands  of  a  bona  fide  purcha.^er.  who  shall 
have  purchased  the  ^ame  without  knowledge  of 
the  duties  not  being  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid. 
And  if  any  person  shall  conceal  or  buy  any  goods, 
wares,  and   merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  knowing 


irin  I  rt-  T'T.K*  .  i''''  °^  '^'  ?""'^''  '^*'-  I  '^'"^  '"  ^^  ''^^'«  ''^  ***'^"'*"  and  forfeiture  under 
!f. ';'  1  ^^^"K'^f 'he  delinquent;  and,  m  case  of  i  this  act.  such  person  shall,  on  conviction  thereof 
^oii^d  stress,,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  :  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  double  the  value  of  the 
Jbaried  with  the  collection  to  make,  or  cause  to  goods  so  concekled  or  purchased 
w.  T  '  **"  *f^"""'  0*  "'^  ?ood=*  or  chattels  I  Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
ylufji  may  b.^  distrained,  a  copy  of  which,  signed  |  owner,  occupier,  agent,  or  superintendent  asafore- 
Jy  tie  officer  making  .such  d.stres.s,  shall  be  left  ;  said,  of  or  L  any'such  bulTding  or  vessel  L- 
^  fcrr"'\°KP"''**r^"*  fr^  Soods^  <^U^^'  ^^^^'^^^  ^n^P^e^n^oi!  or  utensil,  used  in  the  ma^u- 
M.y  eUects,  at  his  or  her  dwelling,  with  a  note  i  facture  or  making  of  any  of  the  said  goods  wares 
qftt|su,u  demanded,  and  .he  time  and  place  of  1  and   merchandise'   who  shall  wilfull^neJl^t  or 

Dot^J-ation  .c^  be  publicly  posted  up.  at  two  of  the  |  the  same,  or  to  do,  or  cause  to  be  done,  any  of  the 
T^tl  "*■*'*    l!"./!'^'*'"'^''"^''   "^  '^'^  f'^"^"  I  '*"°Jf^  ^y  'h'"  «ct  required   to  be  done  as  afore- 

?oJlurtC^^^'''^''^"''';"''^'°'"'^^^^'^"''k''^'  ""P""?  '«  P«y  'h^  duties   hereby  I.  dm 
bou^  ut    ttie  *arne  county,  if  not  more  than  ten     cases  where  ti.e  bond  required  by  the  second  sec- 

2';  7  T,       '^  7^''^  r""*^  '"""  "^^'"'^y  '"^  ^'-  '  ''«"  °f  ''"^^  ^^^  has  bee2  g.ven.^shall   Ibr'eit  ^or 
Ucl^^d.stra.nrd.  and  the  time  and  place  proposed  i  ev.ry  such  neglect  or  refusal,  al    the  goods  u^ res 

fhl  iV   i      'T^'  r^''^'  ''™^  ^'*"  "«'  ^'  '^=«    »°d  ruerchand.se,  manufactured  o     made  by  or 
thar|tenday.trum  the  date  of  such  notification,    for  h.rn.   with   the  vessels  contain  ng  "he  LU 


a^d 
rfiilt- 


^le  place. proposed  for  sale  not  more  than  five 
jdist,<nt  from  the  place  of  making  such  dis- 


and  the  vessels,  machines,  implements,  or  uten- 
sils, used  in  said  manufacture  or  making,  together 


t»e.x*  Prmriii,,/   Ti.o,  ' — ~  ..^^uv..  ii.s-    5„>,  useu  in  saiu  manufacture  or  making,  togethe 

tie.,.^  t-romd^d  Tha  in  any  ca:.e  ol  distress  lor  with  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  toberecor 
Jbe  >iyment.,f  the  duties  aforesaid,  the  goods.  ;  ered  with  costs  of  suit;  which  said  l:c^ds  war« 
u"^to;e"t:'r;":;:ner  o""^''  ^'*'r^"'  "^^  '  and  merchandise,  with'  the  vt^ls  'Ttcu"7s. 
^Viv  a..4ned  for  the  ,^[  ^T'T  '^^  ^'"''  '"  I  •^P'^'".^"'^.  "^  "'«"="'%  so  used,  may  be  seized  by 
t*n^^f  ^?  1  I  K  '.^'^"^"'^•f^y™^"'°^'  any  collector  of  the  internal  duties  and  held  by 
c  aid  ;  ahVhetl^ecrol'  7  T  Tif"  "*"'  ''"  7'"  ^  '^^^'"'°°  ^'^'^  ^  had  thereon  accord' 
Sla Xlr  tL^^^^^^^  '"  [""  ""^"""i  ■  '"?:«'«^^  Provided,  Such  seizure  be  made  with- 

?t^it  M„,   iJ^T  ^'"^J"'  levying,  and     in  three  months  after  the  cause  for  the  same  mav 

r'  .  I  o^  Iv  n."a;Tre7nm^^^  T  °"""^'^'  ^'^^  '^^'  ^  P-^""-  "    -uJS 

ti-l  Jr  eff  ctTrdirrampH^«"         nl^^M  '^*','    'hereupon  shall  have  commenced  by  such  collec- 
!. M  1    cts    so  di  trained,  as  may  be  allowed,    tor  within  sixty  days  after  such  seizure 

^  'ii  toT;- wLreIn  tre^T^'relsraM  V'^  ^K^'^      .^f '  ''  ^''^'^  ^'^^'^^  e^ioc/^^  Th.t  m  case 
X,1j    Kn,'^  wnerein  the  distress  shall  have  been    the  duties  aforesaid  shall  not  be  paid  or  recovered 


a5ot%  aid.  thejaid  officer  shall  proceed  to  sell  th.- 
s#it;.,  oods.  chattels,  or  effects,  at  public  auction, 
apd»  Mil  and  may  retain,  from  the  proceeds  of 
sUcy  Ales,  the  amount  demandable  for  the  use  of 


any  acts  shall  be  done  contrary  to.  or  any  acts 
omitted  that  are  required  to  be  done  by  the  bond 
to  be  given  as  aforesaid,  or  the  penalties  incurred 
thereby  shall  not  be  recovered,  the  said  bond  shall 
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be  deemed  forfeited,  and  shall  be  put  in  suit  by 
the  collector,  for  the  recovery  of  the  amount  of 
the  said  duties,  with  the  addition  therecn,  penal- 
ties, and  costs,  or  either,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and 
judgment  thereon  shall  and  may  be  taken  at  the 
return  term,  on  motion  to  be  made  in  open  court, 
unless  sufficient  cause  to  the  contrary  be  shown 
to,  and  allowed  by,  the  court:  Provided,  That 
the  writ  or  process  in  such  case  shall  have  been 
executed  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the  return 
day  thereof. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  considered  as 
applying  solely  to  articles  manufactured  for  sale, 
and  shall  not  be  considered  as  including  any  ar- 
ticles manufactured  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the 
person  manufacturing  the  same. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
duties  laid  by  this  act  shall  be  payable  on  all  the 
goods,  wares,  and  Merchandise,  aforesaid,  the 
manufacture  or  making  of  which  shall  not.  with- 
in ninety  days  from  the  passing  thereof,  be  fully 
completed,  or  which  shall  not  be  then  in  the  con- 
dition in  which  they  usually  are  when  offered 
for  sale. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
owner,  occupier,  agent,  or  superintendent,  as  afore- 
said, who  may  have  given  bond  as  required  in  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  who  shall,  after  thirty 
days'  notice  given  him  in  writing  by  the  collec- 
tor, fail  to  renew  or  change  the  same,  in  regard 
to  the  sureties  and  penalties  thereof,  as  is  in  the 
same  section  provided,  shall  thereafter  incur  the 
penalties  attached  to  employing  the  said  build- 
ings, or  vessels,  or  machines,  implements,  or  uten- 
sils, without  having  a  license  therel'or. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacttd.  That  the 
forms  of  the  bond  required  to  be  given  by  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  as  well  as  the  forms  of 
the  several  oaths,  reports,  entries,  statements,  and 
accounts,  by  this  act  required  to  be  taken,  kept, 
and  rendered,  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Treasury 
Department,  agreeably  to  which  theaforesaid  spe- 
cification of  the  buildings  or  vessels  in  which,  or 
of  the  machines,  implements,  or  utensils,  where- 
with the  aforesaid  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
shall  be  manufactured  or  made,  shall  be  rendered 
by  the  owner,  occupier,  agent,  or  superintendent 
thereof. 

Sbc.  13.    And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  the 
value  of  the  manufactured  or  made  goods,  wares,  | 
and   merchandise,  required  to  be  stated  as  afore-  ' 
said,  shall  be  regulated  by  the  average  of  the  ac-  I 
tual  sales  by  the  manufacturer  of  the  like  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise.during  thequarter.  where 
such  actual  sales  may  have  been  made  ;  and  where 
DO  such  actual  .sales  have  been  made,  such  value, 
as  far  as  res[H»cts  a  manufacturer  selling  exclu- 
hively  by  wholesale.shall  bo  regulated  by  the  aver- 
age of  the  market  wholesale  sales  of  the  like  good.s, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  and  so  far  as  respects  a 
manufacturer  selling   by   retail,    by   the    market 
sales  by  retail  in  like  manner. 

Sec.  11,  And  be  it  furthfr  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  forcibly  obstruct  or  hinder  a  collec- 
tor in  the  execuiioa  of  this  act.  or  of  any  of  the 


powers  or  authorities  hereby  vested  in  him.  or 
shall  forcibly  rescue,  or  cause  to  be  rescued,  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  vessels,  machines, 
implements,  or  utensils,  aforesaid,  after  the  .same 
shall  have  been  seized  by  him,  or  shall  attempt  or 
endeavor  so  to  do.  the  person  so  offending  shall, 
for  every  juch  offence,  forfeit  and  pav  the  sum  of 
'  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  acol- 
j  lector  shall  be  authorized  to  enter,  at  any  time 
I  between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  any 
building  or  place  where  any  vessel,  machine,  im- 
pleqpent,  or  uiensil,  as  aforesaid,  is  kept  within  his 
collection  district,  for  the  purpose  of  examining, 
measuring,  or  describing  the  same,  or  of  inspect- 
ing the  accounts  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, from  time  to  time  manufactured  or 
made.  And  every  owner  or  occupier  of  such 
building,  machine,  implement,  or  utensil,  or  per- 
son having  the  agency  or  superintendence  of  the 
same,  who  shall  refuse  to  admit  such  officer,  or 
to  suffer  him  to  examine,  measure,  or  describe  the 
same,  or  to  inspect  said  accounts,  shall,  for  every 
such  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  wilfully  taking 
a  false  oath  or  affirmation,  in  any  of  the  cases  in 
which  am  oath  or  affirmation  is  required  to  be 
taken  ip  virtue  of  this  act.  shall  be  liable  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  to  which  persons  are  liable 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  shall,  more- 
over, forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
person  who  shall  have  refused  or  neglected  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  shall  be 
entitled,  while  such  refusal  or  neglect  continues, 
to  receive  a  license  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  be  en- 
tilled  to  credit  for  any  internal  duties  whatever 
that  may  have  accrued. 

Sec  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
collector  shall  give  receipts  for  all  sums  by  him 
collected  under  this  act. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  it 
shall  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
for  the  district,  that  any  owner,  occupier,  agent, 
or  superintendent,  as  aforesaid,  of  any  buildings, 
vessels,  or  machines,  implements,  or  utensils,  as 
aforesaid,  who  shall  have  given  bond  agreeably 
to  the  second  section  of  this  act.  and  shall  have 
ceased  to  use  the  same  for  one  year,  and  made 
oath  or  affirmation  thereof,  to  be  lodged  with  said 
collector,  hath  acted  agreeably  to  thecondition  of 
such  bond,  the  collector  shall  cause  such  bond  to 
be  delivered  to  said  owner,  occupier,  agent,  or 
superintendent. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  provisions  of  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  collection  of  internal  duties,  and  for 
the  appointment  and  compensation  of  assessors,"' 
passed  tiie  second  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  shall,  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  apply  in  full  force  to  the  duties  laid  by. 
and  to  be  coUecied  under,  this  act.  the  same  as  if 
such  duties  and  this  act  were  recognised  therein; 
which  said  duties  shall  be  collected  by  the  same 


.*1 

M 


>;■- 


t     . 


11  p<       .  — 

L  'Cfji^ctors,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  samecom- 

•  niji^ions,  and  under  the  sanne  directions,  as  are 
•ithfjeby  established  in  relation  to  the  other  inter- 
loa^'  dulieis;  and  all  the  obligations,  duties,  and 
jpeti  ilties  thereby  imposed  upon  collectors,  are 
th(%  by  impo5ed  upon  the  collectors  of  the  duties 
•lajji*   by  this  act. 

I  y  EC.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
;be«'^e  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re 
jsp||tive  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
ito^>ilect  the  duties  imposed  by  thi-  act,  and  to 
'prjtcute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  for 
Jth>^ecovery  of  any  sura  or  sums  which  may  be 
ifo^ited  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and  all  fines  pen- 
.'al.^s,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred  by 

^°m'  °^  '^'^  ^'^'j  *^*"  ^"'^  ^*y  ^^  *"^d  for  anJ 
fre-Rvered-  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 

i.kl^ollector  within  whose  district  any  such  fine, 
'ty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred,  by 
laint,  ol- information,  one  moiety  thereof  to 
se  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety 
of  to  the  use  of  the  person,  who,  if  a  collec- 
ball  first  discover,  if  other  than  a  collector 
first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing, 
eby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
^  been  incurred ;  and  where  the  cause  of  ac- 

?»';'fp''  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than 
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lonof  as  the  duties  herein  imposed  on  each  of  the 
foregoing  descriptions  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  continue  to  be  laid,  the  duties  at 
present  payable  on  the  like  description  of  jjoods. 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
Slates,  shall  not  be  discontinued  or  diminished, 
and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
pledged  for  the  continuance  of  the  same  until 
this  act  shall  be  repealed. 
Approved.  January  18,  1815. 


,  ';Xi-'r  complaint  snail  arise  or  accrue  more  than 
^fiilmiles  distant  from  the  nearest  place  by  l.»w 
«stL|lished  for  the  holding  of  a  district  court. 
wiiMn  the  district  in  which  the  same  shall  arise 
3pr  jlcrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  had  be- 
jlWi  any  court  of  the  State  holden  within  the  said 
fiifii  ict,  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases. 
J  jiy  c.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
oo-Ui  cior  shall  furnish  one  copy  of  this  act  to  each 
|)^r^;  ;n  liable  to  pay  a  duty  under  the  same,  nriihin 
lire'  ;ollection  district,  that  may  apply  therefor 
afVJS  i'hall  advertise  in  a  newspaper,  or  post  up 
ni'i:les  ai  th.?  court-houses  therein,  of  his  instruc- 
{io|.Mo  furnish  the  same. 

♦  ^AC.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to- 
«rafrf  s  establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  pru- 
#icjyfur  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
jnoai;  tor  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public 
tleS'^.  principal  and  interest,  contracted,  and  to  be 
ioijiiacted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
frafft,  respectively;  and  for  creating  an  adequate 
?ink|ng  fund,  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually 
|o  rjiinguish,  the  public  debt,  contracted  and  to 
1)€  trfitracted  ;  the  rates  and  duties  laid  and  im- 
?K)^1  bv  this  act  shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied. 
Rn:jiCollected,  during  the  present  war  between 
thi»JJnited  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  until 
;h.f  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely  accom- 
>li^ed.  And  for  the  effectual  application  of  the 
levitjiue,  to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  duties 
5.0  ilte  purposes  aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the 
faiiri^  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pled<»ed: 
Pr^fided  always,  That  whenever  Congress  sliall 
detja  It  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or  change,  the 
*ai^<duties,  or  eiiher  of  ihem,  it  shall  be  Tawful 
:;o  :<i'da,  upon  providing  and  substituting  by  law 
at  tji'  same  time,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  other 
JuC*,  which  shall  be  equally  productive  with 
ihet^ties  so  altered,  reduced,  or  changed. 
'^-    24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
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An   Act  lo  provide  additional    revenuea  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Uoverntnent,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  dutiea  on  household  furni 
ture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc.  That  there  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  imposed  an  annual  duty  on  all  house- 
hold furniture  kept  for  use,  the  value  of  which, 
10  any  one  family,  with  the  exception  of  beds, 
bedding,  kitchen  furniture,  family  pictures,  and 
articles  made  in  the  family  from  domestic  mate- 
rials, shall  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  in  mooe^, 
according  to  the  following  scale: 

If  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollars,  one 
dollar. 

If  above  four  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  six 
hundred  dollars,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents. 

If  above  SIX  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  three  dollars. 

If  above  one  thousand,  and  not  exceeding  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars,  six  dollars. 

If  above  fifteen  hundred,  and  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  dollars,  ten  dollars. 

If  above  two  thousand,  and  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  dollars,  seventeen  dollars. 

If  above  three  thouNand,  and  not  exceeding 
four  thousand  dollars,  twenty-eight  dollars. 

If  above  four  thousand,  and  not  exceeding  six 
thousand  dollars,  forty-five  dollars. 

If  above  six  thousand,  and  not  exceeding  nine 
thousand  dollars,  seventy-five  dollars. 

If  above  nine  thousand  dollars,  one  hundred 
dollars;  which  duty  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner 
of  the  said  household  furniture. 

That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  likewise 
imposed,  an  annual  duty  of  two  dollars  on  every 
gold  watch  kept  for  use,  and  of  one  dollar  on 
every  silvtr  waich  kept  lor  use,  which  duly  shall 
be  paid  by  the  owner  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever lists  of  properly  shall  hereafter  be  taken  in 
any  collection  district,  under  a  general  assess- 
ment therein  by  the  assistant  assessors,  as  re- 
quired by  the  "Act  for  the  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties, '^  pas.sed 
July  the  twenty-second,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  or  by  any  other  act,  pas>ed  or 
to  be  passed,  lists  of  the  value  of  the  household 
furniture,  as  classed  by  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  wiih  the  number  and  description  of  watches, 
wuhin  such  collection  district,  belonging  to  each 
person  therein  taxable  as  aforesaid,  with  the 
name  of  the  owner  or  agent,  shall  be  made  out 
in  writing  by  such  person  or  his  agent,  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  assistant  assessor,  at  the  time  of  his 
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application  therefor,  which  shall  be  the  name 
time  as  that  prescribed  in  the  act  then  in  force 
for  the  delivery  of  the  li>ts  therein  required  to  be 
delivered  ;  and  the  said  assistant  assessor  is  here- 
by empowered  and  directed  to  apply  therefor  at 
the  dwelling  of  said  person,  (jr  his  agent,  at  the 
said  time. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  person  or  agent,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be 
prepared  to  exhibit  a  written  list  when  required, 
and  shall  consent  lo  disclose  the  value  of  any  and 
all  the  said  household  furniture,  and  the  number 
of  watches,  as  aforesaid,  in  such  case  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of^  the  assistant  assessor  to  make  such 
list,  which,  being  distincily  read  and  assented  to. 
shall  be  received  as  the  list  aforesaid  of  such  per- 
son, and  be  certified  as  such  by  ihe  said  assistant 
assessor. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
such  person  or  agent  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to 
any  assessor  any  false  or  fraudulent  list,  with  in- 
tent to  defeat  or  evade  the  purposes  of  this  act, 
such  person  or  agent  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  person,  whether  owner  or  agent  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  absent  from  his  place  of  residence  at  the 
time  an  assistant  asse.-sor  shall  apply  to  receive 
the  list  of  such   person,  it  shall   be  the  duty  of 
such  assessor  to  leave,  at  the  house  or  place  of 
residence  of  such  person,  a  written  note  or  mem- 
orandum, requiring  him  to  present  to  such  asses- 
sor the  list  aforesaid,  within   ten  day^  from  the 
date  of  such  note  or  memorandum  ;  and  if  any 
person,  on   being   notified   or  required   as  afore- 
said, shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  list  as 
aforesaid,  within  such  time,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  assessor   to   make,  according  to  the 
best  information  which  he  can  obtain,  such  lists, 
which  lists,  so  made  and  subscribed  by  such  asses- 
sor, shall  be  received  as  the  lisi»  aforesaid  of  such 
person  ;  and  the  person  so  failing  or  neglecting, 
unless  in  case  of  sickness  or  absence  from  home,' 
shall,  moreover,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars.  ' 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  assistant  assessors  m  each  of  the  said  col- 
lection districts  shall  deliver  the  lists  aforesaid  to 
the  principal  assessor,  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  ihe  thirieenih  section  of  the  "Act  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  inter- 
nal duties."  passed  twenty-second  of  July,  ei<rh- 
teen  hundred  and  thirteen,  for  the  delivery  of  The  I 
lists  therein  designated  :  Provided.  That  if  the 
said  time  be  altered  by  any  act  subsequently 
parsed,  such  deliverv  shall  be  within  the  time 
last  prescribed  therefor. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
respective  principal  assessors  shall  make  out.  ac- 
cording to  the  lists  received  from  the  assistant 
assessors,  a  general  list  or  lists  of  all  persons  taxa- 
ble as  aforesaid,  specifying  the  name  of  the  owner 
or  agent,  the  valuation  of  the  household  furni- 
ture, with  the  number  and  description  of  the 
watches  as  aforesaid,  and  the  duty  payable  on 
Utlt  Con.  3d  Sicss.— -60 


each;  which  hst  or  lists  shall  be  made  out  in 
alphabetical  order,  for  each  county  or  smaller 
division  of  a  collection  district,  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  "'^^ciea 

Sec.  ^.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  taxes  and  internal 
duties,  for  the  collection  districts  aforesaid,  shall 
withm   sixty   days  from  the  day  on   which  the 
principal  avse.ssor  shall   have  received   the  said 
lists  from  the  assistant  assessors,  be  furnished  by 
the   principal  assessor   with  one  or  more  of  the 
lists,  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  preceding 
section  by  the  principal  assessor,  signed  and  cer- 
tified by  him.     And  each  collector,  on  receiving 
a  list  as  aforesaid,  shall  subscribe  three  receipts- 
one  of  which  shall  be  given  on  a  full  and  correct 
copy  of  such  list,  which  list  and  receipt  shall  re- 
rnain  with  the  principal  assessor,  and  be  open  to 
the  inspection  ot  any  person  who  may  apply  to 
inspect   the  same:    and   the  other  two  receipts 
shall  be  given  on   aggregate  statements  of  the 
lists  aforesaid;  exhibiting   the   gross   amount  of 
each  of  the  aforesaid  duties,  to  be  collected  in 
each  county  or  State  district  contained  in  the  col- 
lection district,  one   of  which   aggregate   slate- 
menis  and   receipts  sliall   be  transmitted   to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  other  to 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 
I      Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  said  collectors,  or  his  deputies,  shall,  with- 
[  in  ten  days  after  receiving  his  list,  agreeably  to 
the   "Act  for  the  assessment  and   collection   of 
direct  taxes  and  internal  duties."' passed  twenty- 
second  July,  eighteen   hundred  and   thirteen,  or 
agreeably   to  any  act   subsequently  passed,  or  to 
be  passed,  advertise,  in  one  newspaper  printed  in 
his  collection  district,  if  any  there  be,  and  by  noti- 
fications to  be   posted   up  in  at  least  four  public 
places  in  his  collection  district,  that  the  said  du- 
ties have  become  due  and  payable,  and  state  the 
time.s  and  places  at  which  he  or  they  will  attend 
to  receive  the  same,  which  shall  be  wuhin  twenty 
days  after  such  notification:  and  with  respect  to 
persons  who  shall  not  attend,  according  to  such 
notification,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each'collecior. 
in  person  or  by  deputy,  to  apply  once  at  their  re- 
spective dwellings  within  such  district,  and  there 
demand    the   duties    payable    by   such    persons 
which   application   snail   be  made  wuhin   sixty' 
days  after  the  receipt  of  the  said  lists  by  the  col- 
i  lector;  and  if  the  .said  duties  shall  not  be  then 
paid,  or  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  collector  and  his  deputies  to  pro- 
ceed to  collect  the  said  duties  by  distress  and  sale 
of  the  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  of  the  persons 
delinquent ;  and   in  case  of  such  distress,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  oi  the  officer  charged  with  the  collec- 
tion to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  an  account  of 
the  goods  or  chattels  which  may  be  distrained,  a 
copy  of  which,  signed  by  the  officer  making  such 
distress,  shall  be  left  with  the  owner  or  porsessor 
of  such  goods,  chattels,  or  effect-s.  or  at  his  dwell- 
ing, with  a   note  of  the  sum  demandeJ,  and  the 
time  and   j^lace  of  sale ;  and  tiie  said  ofl[icer  shall 
forthwith  cause  a  notification  to  be  publicly  posted 
up  at  two  of  the  taverns  nearest  to  the  residence 
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of  (%e  person  whose  property  shall  be  distrained, 
or  (5  his  agent,  or  at  the  court-house  of  the 
saijj*  county,  if  not  luore  than  ten  miles  distant, 
wK^J'i  notice  shall  specify  the  articles  distrained, 
ani^»he  lime  or  place  proposed  for  the  sale  there- 
of ;/which  time  shall  be  less  than  ten  days  from 
(b^iate  of  such  notification,  and  the  place  pro- 
po&<^  for  sale  not  more  than  five  miles  distant 
ironf  the  place  of  making  such  distress:  Pro- 
xidti.  That  m  any  case  of  distress  for  the  pay- 
inenl  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  the  goods,  chattels, 
yr  elects,  so  distrained,  shall  and  may  be  restored 
(0  tiV*  owner  or  possessor,  if,  prior  to  the  sale 
fhe^iof.  payment,  or  tender  thereof,  shall  be  made 
<o  \w  proper  officer  charged  with  the  collection, 
of  ti|e  lull  amount  demanded,  together  with  such 
fee  wr  levying,  and  such  sum  for  the  necessary 
imc  reasonable  expenses  of  removing  and  keep- 
ing jhe  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  so  distrained, 
ys  ii|ay  be  allowed  in  like  cases  by  the  laws  or 
prai^ice  of  the  Slate  or  Territory  wherein  the 
tlisf.l'ss  shall    have    been    made;  but   in  case  of 

liojjjkayment.  or  tender,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  offi-  |  assessor,  the  collector  shall  affix  thereto  a  cerlili- 
(;er:^all  proceed  to  sell  the  said  goods,  chattels,    cate,   that   the  same  is  correct,  and   shall  lodge. 


of  the  said  month,  to  make  out.  and  deliver  to 
the  collector,  lists  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  seventh  and  eighth  sections  of  this  act.  and 
of  the  collector,  thereupon,  to  proceed,  in  all  re- 
spects, as  is  required  by  the  eighth  and  ninth  sec- 
tions of  this  act,  in  cases  where  lists  as  aforesaid 
shall  have  been  taken  by  the  assistant  assessors, 
excepting  so  far  as  regards  the  times  of  paying 
the  said  duties,  and  of  notifying  and  applying  for 
the  same,  all  of  which  shall  be  the  same  as  those 
fixed  in  relation  to  the  then  existing  direct  tax 
becoming  due. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
provisions  of  the  preceding  section  of  this  act 
shall,  under  the  penalty  thereby  provided,  be  ob- 
served in,  and  shall  apply  to,  the  several  collection 
districts  within  the  Territories,  or  districts,  where- 
in no  direct  tax  is  laid,  excepting  that  the  col- 
lectors therein  shall  perform  all  theduties  required 
thereby  to  be  performed  by  the  principal  assessors  : 
Provided,  That,  instead  of  the  receipt  of  the  col- 
lector,  to   the   lists   received  from  the  principal 


or  fleets,  at  public  auction,  and  shall  and  may 
ret*4D,  from  the  proceeds  of  such  sales,  the  amount 


with  the  marshal  for  the  district,  the  copy  of  the 
general   list,    which    would    otherwise    have    re- 


(lenAndable  lur  the  use  of  the  United  States,  with    mained  with   the  principal   assessor,   which   list 


the  iecessary  and  reasonable  expenses  of  distress 
andlsale,  and  a  commission  of  five  per  centum 
jherfon  for  his  own  use.  rendering  the  overplus, 
if  ai»y  there  be.  to  th*?  person  whose  goods,  chat- 
lel^jor  effi?cts.  shall  have  been  distrained,  or  to 
lii*^gent:  Provided,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
JO  ilake  distress  of  the  tools  or  implements  of  a 
irav  or  profession,  beasts  of  the  plough  necessary 
JoMhe  cultivation  of  improved  lands,  arms,  or 
|rel  necessary  for  a  family. 

bt  it  further  enacted.    That  it 

every  owner,  or  his  agent,  of 

•houiehold    furniture,    or   watches   as    aforesaid. 


jur     'lit:    cuiiivaiiuu    < 

api.irel  necessary  foi 
j  H;c.  10.  And  be 
•shif  be  the  July  of 


shall  remain  with  the  marshal,  and  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  any  person  who  may  apply  to 
inspect  the  same:  And  provided,  Thai  the  times 
for  paying  the  said  duties  in  such  collection  dis- 
trict, and  of  notifyin;:  and  applying  for  the  same, 
shall  be  the  same,  relatively  to  the  date  of  such 
certificate,  as  in  the  other  collection  districts  they 
are  required  to  be  relatively  to  the  date  of  the 
collector's  receipt. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
case  any  person  shall  be  the  owner  of  household 
furniture,  a  part  of  which  &hall  be  in  one  house 
and  a  j>ari  in  another,  the  valuation  of  each  part 


Iwyiin  a  coUection  district  of  any  State  in  which     ihereoi  shall  be  distinctly  made. 


I 


•saiij collection  district  lists  of  property  shall  not, 
•ur^jl-r  a  genrral  assessment  therein,  have  been 
tdi|  :ted  by  law  to  be  taken  previously  to  the 
jmiptlh  of  February  in  any  year,  by  the  assistant 
.'as^^ssors,  conformably  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
jfoj^he  assessment  and  collectiun  of  direct  taxes 
raiiik  internal  duties."  passed  the  twenty-second  of 
jji^j',  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
Ioi^j|o  any  act  subsequently  passed,  to  transmit, 
•di^ang  the  said  month  of  February,  in  said  year, 
•to:^e  principal  assessor  for  the  said  collection 
f  dfcrifict,  a  lijt  in  writing,  stating  the  value  of  tlie 
i  htjiisehold  furniture,  with  the  number  and  descrip- 
j  tii5*  of  watches,  owned  or  possessed  by  such  per- 
il on  failure  to  do  which,  every  such  person, 
w^yther  owner  or  agent,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
j  sui^i  of  one  hundred  dollars.  And  it  shall  be  ihe 
jdijjy  of  the  principal  assessor  to  cause  a  written 

•  0|i»rinted  notice  to  be  left,  previous  to  the  said 
'j  nilith,  in  t^ie  year  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred 
\  atii  fifteen,  at  every  inhabited  house  within  the 
:  c*«ection  district,  requiring  every  person  to  make 
i  oM  and  render  the  lists  annually  as  aforesaid. 
»  /j^l  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor, 

•  fcir/^y  year,  withio  sixty  days  after  the  expiration 


Slc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act.  household  furni- 
ture shall  be  considered  as  including  pictures, 
plate,  clocks,  and  time  pieces,  (except  watches.) 
and  as  excluding  books,  maps,  and  philosophical 
apparatus. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thai  the 
objects  taxed  as  aforesaid,  whicii  shall  belong  to 
any  charitable,  religious,  or  literary  institution, 
or  which  shall  belong  to  the  United  States,  or 
any  State  or  Territory,  or  shall  be  permanently 
or  specially  exempted  from  taxation,  at  the  time 
of  passing  thi>  act.  by  the  laws  of  the  State  or 
Territory  wlierein  the  same  may  be  situate,  shall 
be  exempted  from  the  aforesaid  valuation  and 
specification,  and  from  the  duties  aforesaid. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thni  ia 
cases  in  which  it  may  be  doubtful  who  is  charge- 
able with  the  duties  aforesaid,  they  >hall  be  paid 
by  the  person  in  whose  possessioo  the  articles 
taxed  shall  have  been  at  the  time  of  ascertaining 
the  said  dutie>,  except  where  such  person  or  his 
agent  cannot,  at  the  time  of  collecimg  the  same, 
be  found  within  the  collection  di>trict  in  which 
they  were  ascertained,  in  which  ca>e  they  shall 
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be  paid  by  the  person  then  in  possession  of  such 
articles. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
case  any  errors  shall  be  ccmraiited  in  collecting, 
making  out,  or  rendering,  the  lists  aforesaid,  by 
the  assistant  or  principal  assessors,  or  the  collect- 
ors, the  same  may  and  shall  be  corrected  in  such 
way,  and  within  such  time. as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
collector  shall  give  receipts  for  all  sums  by  him 
collected  under  this  act,  which  shall  specify  the 
value  of  the  household  furniture,  with  the  num- 
ber and  description  of  watches,  for  which  a  duty 
shall  have  been  paid. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
forms  of  li-ts  and  notifications  required  by  this 
act,  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ifany 
person  shall  forcibly  obstruct  or  hinder  any  offi- 
cer in  the  execution  of  this  act,  or  of  any  of  the 


powers  or  authorities  hereby  vested  in  him,  the 
person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  fuither  enacted.  That  any 
assistant  assessor  who  shall  wilfully  neglect  or 
fail  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  herein  required 
to  be  performed,  shall,  for  every  such  neglect  or 
failure,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars;  and  any  principal  assessor  or 
collector  who  shall  wilfully  fail  or  neglect  to  per- 
form any  of  the  duties  herein  required  to  be  per- 
formed by  him,  shall,  for  every  such  neglect  or 
failure,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  21.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
performing  the  duties  herein  required,  there  shall 
be  annually  allowed  and  paid,   to  each   principal 
assessor,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
for  every  thousand   persons  in  his  collection  dis- 
trict, according  to  the  previous  census;  to  each 
collector,  la  districts  in  which  the  direct  tax  is 
not  laid,  there  shall  be  annually  allowed  and  paid. 
at  the  same  rate;  and   to  each  assistant  assessor' 
where   the  lists  aforesaid  shall   be   taken,    there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  for  taking  the  same,  at 
the  rate  of  five  dollars  for  every  hundred  lists  de- 
livered to  the  principal  assessor,  each  of  which 
lists  shall  contain  ihe  several  objects  herein  taxed- 
besides  which  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
each  principal  assessor  or  collector,  for  collection 
districts  in  which  lists  as  aforesaid,  under  a  gen- 
eral assessment  therein,  shall  not  be  made  by  the 
assistant  assessors,  five  dollars  for  every  thousand 
persons  in  his  collection  district,  according  lo  the 
previous  census,  for  delivering   the  notices  re- 
quired to  be  left  in  the  year  one  thousand  ei^ht 
eight    hundred    and    fifteen,   at   each    inhabited 
house :  Provided,  That  no  additional  allowance 
shall  be  made  to  the  said  Officers  for  any  contin- 
gent expenses,  other  than  for  advertising,  print- 
ing, and  paper,  thai  may  be  incurred   by  them  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  hereby  required  to  be 
performed;  for  the  payment  of  which  allowances 
as  well  as  those  hereinafter  authorized,  seventy 


thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  are 
hereby  annually  appropriated. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
cases  where  persons  cannot  be  found  to  serve  as 
principal  or  assistant  assessors  for  the  forec^oin? 
compensation,  the  President  of  the  United  ^taiw 
IS  hereby  empowered  to  make  an  additional  al- 
lowance  :Propui€ci,  That  the  whole  sum  so 
allowed  sha  not,  in  any  one  year,  exceed  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  provisions  of  •<  An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  collection  of  internal  duties, 
and  for  the  appointment  and  compensation  of 
assessors "  passed  the  second  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  and 
are  hereby  declared  to  apply  in  full  force  to 
the  duties  laid  by.  and  to  be  collected  under 
this  act,  the  same  as  if  such  duties  and  this 
act  were  recognised  therein;  which  said  duties 
shall  be  collected  by  the  same  collectors,  in  the 
same  manner,  for  the  same  commissions,  and  un- 
der the  same  directions,  as  are  thereby  established 
in  relation  to  the  other  internal  duties;  and  all 
the  obligations,  duties,  and  penalties,  thereby  im- 
po>ed  upon  collectors,  are  hereby  imposed  upon 
the  collectors  of  the  duties  laid  by  this  act. 

Sec.  24.    And  be  it  further  enacted.   That  it 
shall  be  the  duly  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,   in 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and 
for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may 
be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.     And  all  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incur- 
red by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued 
for   and    recovered  in  ihe  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  collector  within  whose  district 
any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have 
been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the   United   States, 
and   the   other   moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other   than  a  collector,  shall  first  inform,  of  the 
cause,   matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  incurred; 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court,  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re- 
covery may  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State, 
holden  within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdic- 
tion 10  like  cases. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  pro-jr 
vide  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Govern-  ^ 
ment;  for   the  punctual   payment  of  the  public 
debt,    principal    and    interest,    contracted,    and 
to  be  contracted,  according  to  the  terras  of  the 
contracts,  respectively  ;  and  for  creating  an  ade- 
quate  sinking   fund,   gradually    to   reduce,   and 
eventually   to  extinguish,  the  public  debt,  con- 
tracted  and   to  be  contracted;   the   duties   laid 
and  imposed  by  this  act   shall   continue  to  he 
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li,id;jleyied,  and  collected,  during  the  present 
iVar  I'^tween  ihe  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, ind  until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be 
coBuJetely  accomplished.  And,  for  the  effectual 
a^pk|ation  of  the  revenue  to  be  raised  by  and 
fror§/(he  said  duties  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in 
(iue'tfirm  of  law,  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
ii  hcfrby  pledged  :  Provided  al^eayt.  That  when- 
eVerivODgress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  alter, 
riedi<i^,or  change,  the  said  duties,  or  either  of  them, 
i^  shxl  be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon  providing  and 
Sfibs^wuting,  by  law.  at  the  same  time,  and  for 
l^e  ^  .ime  purposes,  other  duties,  which  shall  be 
eljuaiy  productive  with  the  duties  so  altered,  re- 
<&jc'i?f .  or  changed. 

\  A^wiroved,  January  18.  1815 

I 


t  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act 
^prt^iding  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimanta 
;of^blic  lan(l«  in  the  Miaaissippi  Territory." 

:  li/iit  enacted,  <fc..  That  the  President  of  the 
ynni'd  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized, 
by  fid  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate J)  appoint  three  fit  and  disinterested  persons, 
\)  IxJand  act  as  commissioners,  by  virtue  of  an 
act.  ntitled  'An  act  providing  for  the  indemni- 
Scaij  ^n  of  certain  claimantsof  public  lands  in  the 
llislil  ssippi  Ttrritory,"  in  the  place  of  the  Secre- 
\^x^  if  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
ttie  Vtlorney  General  of  the  United  States,  for 
t^e  {  me  being;  and  the  said  persons  are  hereby 
(<ono4tuted  and  appointed  a  board  of  commission- 
«;rs,^y  two  of  whom  may  act  as  a  quorum,  as 
in  i.»l  by  the  act  aforesaid  is  provided.  Which 
boai*^  IS  hereby  declared  to  be  intended  to  effect 
tbe^me  purpo>es  and  services  as  the  said  origi- 
lial  ioard  ;  and  is,  in  every  respect,  substituted 
for  1^  le  same  ;  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  eie- 
cui ",  all  the  powers  granted  to,  and  directed  to 
fer^rm  all  the  duties  enjoined  upon,  the  said 
(^ri^  'al  board  of  commissioners,  according  to  the 
ipit^w.  and  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid. 
»  S^.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
(ionaiissioners  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
l-hit^ct,  shall  meet  at  some  suitable  place  within 
t^e  liistrict  of  Columbia,  on  the  fourtii  Monday 
^f  J^Jiuary  current,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may 
l|e,  .teenier  on  the  duties  assigned  them.  And 
Uia^jihey  shall  proceed  therein,  as  expeditiously 
jjs  r^y  be,  and  from  time  to  time  shall  certify  and 
»ep.)Il  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
fc  \^  suSicieDcy  of  tue  releases  that  shall  have 
IJeeh'Vnade,  and  the  claims  they  shall  have  finally 
^djij|ged  and  allowed,  agreeably  to  the  third  sec- 
ri0ii.#f  the  act  to  whicn  this  act  issu|)plemeiiiary. 
;.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
said  commissioners,  before  they  proceed  to 
te  their  duties  as  such,  shall  take  ttie  fol- 
g  oath,  or  affirrualioii,  to  wil:  "I,  A  B,  do 
oly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  am  not  inter- 
in  the  event  of  any  decision  that  may  be 
by  this  board  of  commi.ssioners,  and  that 
faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  and 
^^^  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as  a 
m»i|)er  thereof:  and  will  adjudge  and  determine 
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all  the  matters,  claims,  and  controversies,  subject 
to  the  adjudication  and  determination  of  this 
board,  according  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  agree- 
ably to  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the 
principles  of  justice  and  equity." 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  board  of  commissioners  shall  have  power 
and  authority  to  appoint  a  secretary,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  receive,  file,  and  preserve,  the  pa- 
pers, documents,  and  claims,  that  may  be  present- 
ed to,  and  received  by.  said  board  of  commission- 
ers, and  to  enter  and  record  all  the  orders,  pro- 
ceedings, judgment.*,  and  determinations,  of  said 
board  of  commissioners.  And  one  of  said  com- 
missioners shall  administer  an  oath  to  such  sec- 
retory, for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty.  And 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  to  each  of  the  said 
commissioners,  as  well  as  to  the  secretary  by  them 
to  be  appointed,  as  a  compensation  lor  their  re- 
spective services  under  this  act,  and  in  full  for  the 
same,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  further 
time  be,  and  hereby  is,  allowed  to  deposite  in  the 
office  ot  the  Secretary  of  State,  releases  to  the 
United  States,  of  claims  under  the  act.  or  pre- 
tended act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  oq 
the  seventh  day  of  January,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  and  assignments  of  rights  or 
claims  to  moneys  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  power  to  sue  therefor  ;  and 
also  for  recording,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  any  deed  or  evidence  of  any  title  or  claim 
that  hath  been  released  to  the  United  States,  or 
that  shall  be  released  on  or  before  the  day  hereby 
appointed,  to  wit:  the  third  Monday  in  March 
next.  And  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  pass- 
ed the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundredand  three,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the 
grants  ol  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee."  and  so  much  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  supplementary,  as  exclude  claim- 
ants from  recording  their  claims  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  tliou*and  eight  hundred  and  four, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
commissioners  be.  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  consider  and  determine  all  claims, 
that  shall  have  been  duly  released  to  the  United 
Slates,  on  or  before  the  said  third  .Monday  of 
March,  which  may  be  made  and  preferred  by  as- 
signees of  bankrupts,  or  executors,  or  administrators 
on  estates  of  deceased  per.sons,  which  may  be  in- 
solvent and  subject  to  distribution  among  the 
creditors  of  the  person**  so  deceased. 

Approved.  January  23.  1813. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  8lale« 
to  accept  the  services  of  8tate  troops  and  of  voluo- 
teera. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  required  to  receive  info  the  service  of  the 
United  States  any  corps  of  troops  which  may 
have  been,  or  may   be,  raised,  organized,  and  of- 
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ficered,  under  the  authority  of  any  of  the  States, 
whose  term  of  service  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve 
months;  which  corps,  when  received  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  employed  in  the 
State  raising  the  same,  or  in  the  adjoining  State, 
and  not  elsewhere,  except  with  the  assent  of  the 
Executive  of  the  State  so  raising  the  same  :  Pro- 
vided, That  said  corps  shall  not  contain  in  the 
whole,  exclusive  of  officers,  more  than  forty  thou- 
sand men  ;  and  that  the  number  to  be  received  in 
any  State  shall  not  exceed  the  number  hereby  ap- 
portioned to  such  State:  that  is  to  say,  in  New 
Hampshire,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen. In  Massachusetts,  four  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-five.  In  Vermont,  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighteen.  In  Rhode 
Island,  four  hundred  and  forty.  In  Connecticut, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty.  In  New 
York,  five  thousand  nine  hundredand  thirty-three. 
In  New  Jersey,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighteen.  In  Pennsylvania,  five  thousand  and 
tilty-five.  In  Delaware,  four  hundred  and  forty. 
In  Maryland,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty.  Ill  Virginia,  five  thousand  and  fifty-five. 
In  North  Carolina,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-eight.  In  South  Carolina,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  eighty.  In  Georgia,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen.  In  Ken- 
lucky,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-six 
In  Ohio,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen. In  Tennessee,  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eighteen.  In  Louisiana,  two  hundred  and 
twenty.  And  be  it  further  provided,  That  in 
case  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  here- 
after call  on  the  Executives  of  the  several  States, 
to  hold  in  readiness  their  respective  quotas  of  mi- 
liliii  for  service,  he  shall  consider  the  corps  of 
State  troops,  raised  in  any  Slate,  as  part  of  the 
quota  of  such  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
corps  as  aforesaid,  accepted  under  this  act,  shall 
be  armed  and  equipped  al  the  expense  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay, 
clothing,  rations,  forage,  and  emoluments  of  every 
kind,  and  (bounty  excepted)  to  the  same  benefits 
and  allowances  as  the  regular  troops  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  tne  United  States  be.  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates,  any  volunteers  who  may  offer  their 
services,  to  be  organized  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  respecting  the  organization  of  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States:  Prodded, 
That  the  whole  number  of  such  volunteers,  who 
may  be  in  service  at  any  one  time,  exclusive  of 
officers,  shall  not  exceed  forty  thousand  men. 

Sec.  4,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers  of  the  said  volunteers  shall  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  President  of  the  United  States  ; 
and,  while  in  actual  service,  the  said  volunteers 
shall  be  enliiled  to  the  same  pay,  rations,  forage 
and  emoluments  of  every  kind,  and  (bounty  ex- 
cepted) to  the  same  benefits  aud  alluwaoces  as 


the  regular  troops  of  the  United  Stales,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  volunteers  may,  at  iheir  option,  be  armei 
and  equipped  by  the  United  Slates,  or  at  their 
own  expense;  and  in  case  they  arm  and  equip 
themselves,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  they  shall  each  be  entitled  to 
receive  six  and  one-quarter  cents  per  day,  while 
in  actual  service,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  such 
arms  and  equipments:  Provided,  That  the  com- 
pensation thus  allowed  shall  not  in  any  case  ex- 
ceed twenty-fuur  dollars:  And  provided  also 
That  no  rifle  shall  be  received  into  the  service  o^ 
the  United  Slates,  whose  calibre  shall  be  formed 
10  carry  a  ball  of  a  smaller  size  than  at  the  rate 
of  seventy  balls  to  a  pound  weight. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
volunteers,  if  employed  in  service  for  a  term  not 
less  than  twelve  months,  may,  al  their  option,  be 
clothed  at  their  own  expense  or  by  the  United 
Slates;  and  in  case  they  furnish  their  own  clo- 
thing, they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  money 
a  sura  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  clothing  allowed 
to  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  eyiacted,  That  when- 
ever any  noncommissioned  officer,  musician,  or 
private,  having  served  in  any  of  the  corps  of  State 
troops  or  volunteers,  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
during  two  years,  or  who,  having  engaged  to 
serve  two  years,  shall  have  been  discharged  in 
consequence  of  the  termination  of  the  present 
war.  shall  have  obtained  from  the  commanding 
officer  of  his  company,  battalion,  or  regiment,  a 
certificate  that  he  had  faithfully  performed  his 
duty  whilst  in  service,  he  shall  be  allowed,  in 
addition  to  the  emoluments  allowed  in  this  act, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land:  and  the 
widow  and  children,  and  if  there  be  no  widow 
or  child,  then  the  parents  of  such  noncommis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  as  may 
hare  engaged  for  a  term  of  service  not  less  than 
two  years,  and  who  may  be  killed  in  action  or 
die  in  the  service,  shall  likewise  be  allowed  the 
said  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  which  shall  be  surveyed  and  granted  in  the 
manner  provided  by  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
providefor  the  designating, surveying,  and  grant- 
ing, the  military  bountv  lands." 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  said  volunteer*, 
if  received  into  the  .service  of  the  United  Siatca 
for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  or  for  a  longer 
term,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their 
advice  and  consent,  at  their  next  session,  after 
commissions  for  the  same  shall  have  been  issued. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  the 
wholenumberofforiy  thousand  men, authorized  bf 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  furnished 
by  the  Slates,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President 
oi  the  United  States  to  suppy  the  deficiency,  bf 
accepting  the  serficea  of  volunteers  to  the  num- 
ber of  such  deficiency  :  Provided,  That  the  whole 
number  of  Stare  troops  and  volunteers  together, 
accepted  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
out  exceed  eighty  thousand  men. 
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»S^.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the 
e|pp^%es  incurred  under  this  act.  shall  be  defrayed 
OMt  iV  the  appropriations  which  are.  or  which 
umyj^e,  authorized,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
chUijf-:  ont  the  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  Uni- 
t(:d  Mates. 

-AShroved.  January  27.  1815. 
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r|K  .  and  examine,  any 
f  ^yid  whatsoever,  and  t 
nglon  foot,  or  beast  of 
ill^spect  there  are  any 


An  ^  |t  to  prohil.it  Intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  and 
J  for  other  purposes. 

\B^t  enacted.  <^c.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
aiy  ^^lUector,  naval  officer  surveyor,  or  inspector 
0^  ihjtcustoms,  as  well  in  an  adjoining  district  as 
i\\n  jA  which  he  belongs,  to  enter  on  board,  search. 
a«d  i^amine,  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or  raft,  and 
if  tt!i«shall  find  on  board  the  same  any  goods, 
warl^  or  merchandise,  which  he  shall  have  prob- 
able^4use  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty,  the  pay- 
menlfjf  which  is  iatonded  lo  be  evaded,  or  have 
been  j|n ported  into  the  United  States  in  any  man- 
ner 4;^ntrary  to  law,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  seize 
and^icure  the  >ame  for  trial. 

S<ht  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  l^ful  for  any  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor, 
or  iiA|)ector  of  the  customs,  as  well  in  any  adjoin- 
ing ft-trict,  as  ihat  to  which  he  belongs,  to  stop, 
searf  .  and   examine,  any  carriage  or  vehicle  of 

"  to  stop  any  person  trav- 
f  burden,  on  which  he 
-^    .  y  goods,  wares,  or  raer- 

chatsi^ise,  which  are  subject  to  duty,  or  which 
st^ll  4iave  been  introduced  into  the  United  States 
iaatij  manner  contrary  to  law;  and  if  such  offi- 
cer Cl«all  find  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
Ofi  n^  such  carriage,  vehicle,  person  travelling 
ou  ft/,  or  beast  of  burden,  which  lie  shall  have 
P?obii|)le  cause  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty,  or 
DAVK  >een  unlawfully  introduced  into  the  United 
he  bhall  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  trial, 
any  of  the  said  officers  of  the  customs  shall 
t  that  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
are  subject  to  duty,  or  which  shall  have 
itroduced  into  the  United  States  contrary 
to  larJ.  are  concealed  in  any  particular  dwelling- 
hourvl  store,  or  other  building,  he  shall,  upon 
propt<  application,  on  oath,  to  any  judge  or  jus- 
lice  ol  the  peact,  be  entitled  to  a  warrant,  directed 
tosui^j  officer,-who  is  hereby  authorized  to  serve 
tl>e  time,  to  <'Dter  such  house,  store,  or  other 
bdiUraig.  in  iht  day  time  only,  and  there  to  search 
and  «ftamine  whether  there  are  any  such  goods, 
or  merchandise,  which  are  subject  to'duty,' 
e  been  unlawfully  imported;  and  if.  on 
earch  or  exarain.Ttion,  any  such  goods, 
,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  found,  which 
therf<>hall  be  probable  cause,  for  the  officer  raak- 
iDg  sttch  search  or  examination,  to  believe  are 
subj^it  to  duty,  or  have  been  unlawfully  intro- 
decek'into  the  United  States,  he  shall  seize  and 
secu'i^l  the  same  for  trial. 

S):|.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
citi/fl  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
P^rso*  or  persons  inhabiting  the  same,  shall 
trans  :ort,  or  attempt  to  transport,  over  land, 
01  byjwater,  in  whatsoever  way,  or  by  whatso- 
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ever  means,  naval  or  military  stores,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war,  cattle,  live  stock,  any  articles 
of  provisions,  cotton,  tobacco,  goods,  money,  or 
supplies  of  any  kind,  from  any  place  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  any  of  the  provinces  or  territory 
belonging   to  the  enemy,  or  of  which  they  may 
b€  in  possession,  such   naval  or  military  stores 
arms,  or  the  munitions  of  war,  cattle,  live  stock' 
articles   of    provisions,    cotton,    tobacco,   goods,' 
money,  or  other  supplies,  together  with  the  car- 
riage or  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
vehicle,  of  whaisoeer  kind, or  horse,  orother  beast, 
by  which  they,  or  any  of  them,  are   transported,' 
or  attempted  lo  be  transported,  shall  be  forfeited 
to  the  use  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  person  or 
persons  so  offending,  or  aiding  or   privy  to  the 
same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum   equal  in  value  to  the  said   enu- 
merated   articles,   or  other  supplies,  forfeited  as 
aforesaid,  as  well  as  of  the  carriage,  wagon,  cart, 
sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  other  vehicle,  or  beast 
used  to  transport  the  same  ;  and  the  ."aid  citizens 
and  persons  so  offending,  their  aiders  and  abettors, 
and  also  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  cf  the  said 
enumerated  articles,  or  other  supplies,  knowing  of 
•uch  illegal   act,  and  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
carriage,  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
other  vehicle,  or   beast,  used  with  his,  or  her,  or 
their,  knowledge  and   consent,   to  transport  the 
same,  shall,  moreover,  be  considered  as  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  and   be  liable  to  be  fined,  in  any 
sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  im- 
prisoned for  a  term   not  exceeding  three  years r^ 
Provided.    That   nothing    herein   shall    be  con- 
strued to  prohibit  any  transportation,  for  the  us€ 
or  account  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
or  the  supply  of  their   troops  or  armies,  whatso-' 
ever  they  may  be. 

Sec.  ^.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every ' 
collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  and  inspector  of 
the  customs,  shall,  on  probable  cause,  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  seize,  stop,  search  for, 
detain,  and  keep  in  custody,  until  it  shall  have 
been  ascertained  whether  the  same  shall  have 
been  forfeited  or  not,  all  naval  or  military  stores, 
arrns,  or  the  munitions  of  war.  cattle,  live  stock, 
articles  of  provisions,  cotton,  tobacco,  goods, 
money,  or  other  supplies,  transported,  or  attempt- 
ed  to  be  transported,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  next  preceding  section  of  this  act,  as  well 
as  the  carriage,  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  vessel,  boat, 
raft,  or  other  vehicles,  beast  or  beasts,  used  to 
transport  the  same.  And  if  the  officers  author- 
ized as  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  shall  have  prob- 
able cause  to  suspect  a  concealment  in  any  par- 
ticular dwelling-house,  store,  or  building,  of  any 
naval  or  military  stores,  arras,  or  munitions  of 
war,  cattle,  live  stock,  articles  of  provisions,  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  goods,  money,  or  other  supplies, 
with  intent  to  be  conveyed  or  transported,  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  the  next  preceding  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall, 
upon  proper  application,  supported  by  oath  or 
affirmation,  to  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace, 
be  entitled  to  a  warrant,  directed  lo  such  officer, 
who  is  hereby  authorized   to  serve  ihe  5ame,  to 
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enter  such  dwelling-house,  store  or  other  build- 
ing, iQ  day  time  only,  and  there  to  search  ftr  such 
said  enumerated  articles  or  other  supplies,  as 
aforesaid;  aud  in  case  any  be  found,  to  seize,  de- 
tain, and  keep  in  custody,  until  it  shall  have  been 
forfeited  or  not ;  and  if  such  unlawful  intent  exist, 
as  aforesaid,  any  judge  or  justice,  acting  upon 
probable  cause,  aforesaid,  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  on  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
enumerated  articles,  or  other  supplies,  being 
brought,  on  due  process,  before  him,  to  hold  him 
or  them  to  security  in  a  sufficient  sum.  with  suf- 
ficient bail  for  his  or  their  good  behaviour,  as  a 
person  or  persons  suspected,  upon  probable  cause, 
as  aforesaid,  of  carrying  on  trade  or  intercourse 
with  the  enemy;  the  said  authority  to  bind  to 
good  behaviour,  to  extend  also  to  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  custody  or  charge  of  such  prohibited  ar- 
ticles or  other  supplies,  with  knowledge  of  the 
criminal  intention  to  transport  them  as  aforesaid  ; 
Provided  always.  That  the  necessity  of  a  search 
warrant,  arising  under  this  act,  shall  in  no  case 
be  considered  as  applicable  to  any  carriage,  wa- 
gon, cart,  sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  or  other  vehicle,  of 
whatever  fortn  or  construction,  employed  as  a 
medium  of  transportation,  or  to  packages,  on  any 
animal  or  animals,  or  carried  by  man  on  foot. 
And  provided  also.  That  all  the  said  enumerated 
articles  or  other  supplies,  which  shall  be  seized 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  put  into,  and  remain 
in  the  custody  of  the  collector,  or  such  other  per- 
son as  he  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  until  it 
shall  have  been  ascertained  whether  the  same 
have  been  forfeited  or  not. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
collector  of  the  customs  shall  have  authority, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  principal  officer  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  to  employ,  within  his 
district,  such  number  of  proper  persons,  as  inspec- 
tors of  the  customs,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary, 
who  are  hereby  declared  to  he  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms ;  and  the  said  inspectors,  before  they  enter  on 
the  duties  of  their  offices,  shall  take  and  subscribe, 
before  the  collectors  appointing  them,  or  before 
some  magi>-trate.  wiihin  their  respective  districts, 
authorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  the  follow- 
ing  oath   or   affirmation,    to  wit:    "I 

having  been  appointed  an  inspector  of  the  cus- 
toms,   within    and    for    the    distric),  of  ,  do 

solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly,  swear  or  affirm 
(as  the  case  may  be.)  that  1  will  diligently  and 
faithfully  execute  the  duties  of  the  said  office  of 
inspector,  and  will  use  my  best  endeavors  to  pre- 
vent aud  detect  frauds  and  violations  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  I  further  swear,  or 
affirm,  that  I  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States." 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  inspector, 
when  proceeding  to  make  any  search  or  seizure 
authorized  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby, 
empowered  to  command  any  person  who  shall  be 
within  ten  miles  of  the  place  where  such  search 
or  seizure  shall  be  made,  to  aid  and  assist  such 
officer  in  the  discharge  and  performance  of  his 
duty  therein  ;  and  if  any  person,  being  so  com- 


manded, shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  aid  and  assist 
such  officer  in  making  such  .search  or  seizure,  the 
person  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sura  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollaYs, 
and  not  less  than  fifty  dollars.  And  such  officer 
may  also  demand,  in  cases  of  resistance,  the  assist- 
ance of  the  marshal  of  the  district,  or  any  of  his 
deputies,  who  shall  call  upon  the  posse  of  the  dis- 
trict, if  necessary,  in  his  or  their  judgment,  to 
render  effectual  the  execution  of  this  act  ;  and 
all  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  district  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  able  to  travel,  who 
refuse  or  neglect,  on  proper  notice  from  the  mar- 
shal, or  any  of  his  deputies,  to  join  such  posse, 
shall  be  considered  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
be  liable  to  be  fined,  in  any  sura  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned,  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
forfeitures  and  penalties  mentioned  in  this  act 
shall  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered,  or 
inflicted,  by  action  of  debt,  or  by  information  or 
indictment,  in  any  court  competent  to  take  cog- 
nizance thereof  and  try  the  same;  and  that  all 
forfeitures  and  penalties,  so  recovered,  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  shall,  after  deducting  all  proper  costa 
and  charges,  be  disposed  of  as  follows:  one  moiety 
shall  be  for  iDe  use  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  thereof,  by  the  collector 
recovering  the  same;  the  other  moiety  shall  be 
divided  between,  and  paid  in  equal  proportions 
to.  the  collector  and  naval  officer  of  the  district, 
and  surveyor  of  the  port,  wherein  the  same  shall 
have  been  incurred,  or  lo  such  of  the  said  officers 
as  there  may  be  in  the  said  district;  and  in  dis- 
tricts where  only  one  of  the  aforesaid  offices  shall 
have  been  established,  the  said  moiety  shall  be 
given  to  such  officer:  Provided,  That  where  the 
seizure  shall  have  been  made  by  any  inspector 
or  inspectors,  out  of  the  presence  of  the  collector, 
naval  officer,  or  surveyor,  such  inspector  or  inspec- 
tors shall  be  entitled,  in  addition  to  such  other 
compensation  as  may  be  allowed  them,  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  moiety  herein  given  to  the 
collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  as  aforesaid, 
or  to  either  of  them :  And  provided  also.  That  m 
all  cases  where  such  penalties  and  forfeitures 
shall  be  recovered,  in  pursuance  of  information 
given  to  such  collector,  naval  officer,  or  surveyor, 
by  any  private  informer,  the  one-half  of  sucli 
moiety  shall  be  given  to  such  informer,  and  the 
remainder  thereof  shall  be  disposed  of  between 
the  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  and  the  same  allowance  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  to  inspectors,  when  the  seizure  is 
made  by  them  as  aforesaid  :  And  provided  like* 
tcise,  That  whenever  the  value  ot  the  properly 
seized,  condemned,  and  sold,  under  this  act,  shall 
be  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  that 
part  of  the  forfeiture  which  accrues  to  the  United 
States,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  costs  of 
prosecution  :  And  it  is  further  provided,  That  if 
any  officer,  or  other  person,  entitled  to  a  part  or 
share  of  any  of  the  penalties  or  forfeitures  incurred 
in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  necessary  as  a  wit- 
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ne^jon  the  iria!  for  such  penalty  or  forfeiture, 
suc;^,  officer  or  other  person  may  be  a  wiine&s 
ap^jBJ  the  said  trial,  but  in  such  case  he  shall  not 
Tecf?ve,  or  be  entitled  to,  any  part  or  share  of  the 
sfti4i)enalty  or  forfeiture,  and  the  part  or  share 
ID  t-ybich  he  otherwise  would  have  been  entitled 
shaltrevert  to  the  United  States. 

a-ijc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
sui^jr  prosecution  be  commenced  in  any  State 
cou.  ^^against  any  collector,  naval  officer.surveyor, 
ins^'.nor.  or  any  other  officer,  civil  or  military, 
OT  ^^  other  person  aiding  or  assisting,  agreeable 
to  tjt4  provisions  of  this  acl.  or  undercolor  thereof 
for  Anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done,  as  an 
offie.*  of  the  custom^  or  for  anything  done  by 
virui«;  of  this  act.  or  under  color  thereof,  and  the 
defiant  shall,  atfhe  timeof  entering  hisappear- 
ancj^in  such  court,  file  a  petition  for  the  removal 
of  t*''*!  cause  for  trial  at  the  next  circuit  court  of 
the  *I;jfnited   States  to    be   holden   in  the  district 
wh.tii}5  the  suit  IS  pending,  and  offer  good  and  suf- 
cieiji^urety  for  his  entering  bail  in  such  court,  on 
the'fgst  day  of. its  session,  copies  of  said   process 
aga\»^t  him.  arjd  also  for  his  there  appearing  at  the 
coujijand  enterlngspecial  bail  in  ihecause,  ifspecial 
baiKwas  origir.ally  required  therein,  it  shall  then 
be  ijifr  duty  of  the  Statecourt  toaccept  the  surety. 
an(fr|iroceed  no  further  in  the  cause,  and  the  bail 
tha?-<hall  have  been  originally  taken  shall  be  dis- 
char^d  ;  and  such  copies  being  entered  as  afore- 
said ffi  such  court  of  the  United  States,  the  cause 
sbaUihere  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it 
hiid  U-en  brought  there  by  original  process,  what- 
eyer.'^ay  be  the  amount  of  the  sura  in  dispute. 
o*  <?-f^iages  claimed,  or  whatever  the  citizenship 
of  tfij  parties,  any  former  law   to  the  contrary 
nolVshstanding :  and  any  attachment  of  the  goods 
or  »^%teof  the. defendant,  by  the  original  process, 


=k-na^ij,k  J  '  •••-  v.^.ua.  p.uuta?     ^wii  «i    )jiu3cuuiiuii  ugainsi  any   person,    or  any 

sbalr^iold  the  soods  or  estate  so  attached   to  an-    act  or  thing  done  as  an  officer  of  the  customs  or 
k!^?,'1  .!>"lrl   l"oiV'°  *^^  '^"'.^.  ">«"""  as    any  person  aiding  or  assisting  such  officer  therein, 


action,  in   the  same  manner  a«  if  the  same   had 
been  tl^re  originally  commenced  ;  the  judgment 
in    such   case   notwithstanding.     And    any    bail 
which  may  have  been  taken,  or  property  attached 
shall  be  holden  on  the  final  judgment  of  the  satd 
circuit  court  in  such  action,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  no  such  removal  and  transfer  had  been  made 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  State  court  from  which  any 
such  action  may  be  removed  and  transferred  as 
aforesaid,  upon  the  party's  giving  good  and  suffi- 
cient security  for  the  prosecution  thereof,  shall 
allow  the  same  to  be  removed  and   transferred 
and  proceed   no  further  in  the  case:    Provided 
houever.  That  if  the  party  aforesaid  shall  fail  duir 
to  enter  the  removal  and  transfer  as  aforesaid  in 
the  circuit  court,  agreeable  to  this  act,  the  State 
court,  by  which  judgment  shall   have  been  ren- 
dered, and  from  which  the  transfer  and  removal 
shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  author- 
ized, on  motion  for  that  purpose,  to  issue  execu- 
tion, and  to  carry  into  effect  any  such  judgment, 
the  same  as  if  no  such  removal  and  transfer  had' 
been  made:  Provided  never theksa.  That  this  act 
shall  not  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  prosecution 
for   an  oflence   involving  corporal    punishment. 
And  provided  aUo,  That  no  such  appeal  shall  be 
allowed   in   any  criminal   action  or  prosi-cution, 
where  final  judgment  shall  have  bt-tn  rendered  in 
favor  of  the  defendant,  or  respondent,  by  the  State 
court;  and  in  any  action  or  prosecution  against 
any  person  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawul  for  such 
person  to  plead  the  general  issue,  and   give  this 
act  and  any  special  matter  in  evidence.     And  if, 
in  any  such  suit,  the  plaintiff  is  nonsuit,  or  judg- 
ment pass  against  him.  the  defendant  shall  recover 
double  costs. 

Sec.  0.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  any 
suit  or  prosecution  against  any  person,  for  any 


by  iii^  laws  of  >uch  Sftte  they  would  have  been 
hoM^^i  to  answer  final  judgment,  had  it  been  ren- 
dfri?^by  the  court  in  which  the  suit  was  com- 
men-id.  And;  It  shall  be  lawful,  in  any  action 
01  prtosecution: which  may  be  now  pending  or 
her^|t€r  cominenced,  before  any  State  c^ourt 
wh^Mver,  for  ^anything  done,  or  omiiied  to  be 
dcnt*,*)y  the  d.jlendant,  as  an  inspector  or  other 
o^e%)  of  the  <:ustoms,af(er  final  judgment  for 
ejihtj^party  torj-moveand  transfer,  by  appeal,  such 
d«ciMj)n,  during  the  session  or  term  of  said  court 
ai  v(*Jch  the  sime  shall  have  taken  place  from 
suct^^ourt  to  tlje  next  circuit  court  of  the  United 


and  judgment  shall  be  given  against  the  defendant 
or  respondent,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  court,  be- 
fore which  such  suit  or  prosecution  shall  be  tried, 
that  there  was  probable  cause  for  doing  such  act  or 
thing,  such  court  shall  order  a  proper  certificate 
or  entry  to  be  made  thereof  and  in  such  case  the 
defendant  or  respondent   shall   not  be  liable  for 
costs,  nor  shall   he   be  liable  to  execution,  or  to 
any  action  of  damages,  or  to  any  other  mode  of 
prosecution  for  the  act  done  by  him  as  aforesaid  : 
Provided.  That  such  properly  or  articles  may  be 
held  in  custody  by  the  defendant,  if  any  be  after 
^",a,P"r' VVI^i  ""*u  '''J^""  ^°""  °'  '"^  ^nned    judgment,  forthwith  returned  to  the  claimant  or 
n.»li;   11  ^  ^''?  '"  '^'  ^'''''''  '"  "^'^^'^  '""^^  «P-    '^i^'ra^'"^.  h'-''.  J'er,  or  their,  agent  or  agent^ 
peal?^  ,a  1  be  tuken  m  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  it        Sec.   10.    And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no 
hal,-,ethe  duiyofthe  person  taking  suchappeal.    citizen,  or  person    usually   residing   ;i  thin   the 
to  p,p  luce  and  enter  in  the  said  circuit  cour't  at- ,  United  States,  shall   be  permitted  to  cross  the 
te.teHV^opiesof  .he  process,  proceedmg.sand  judg-    frontier  into  any  of  the  provinces  or  lermory  be 
nsuchc^jse:and.tsh,IlnU.K...^.„.„...  I  longing   to   the' enemy,  or  of  which   he   m7y^ 

f)ossessed,  without  a  passport  first  obtained  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  War,  or 
other  otiicer,  civil  or  military,  authorized  by  the 
President  of  the  United  State'-  to  grant  the  same, 
or  from  the  Governor  of  a  State  or  Territory; 
nor  shall  any  citizen,  or  person  residing  as  afore- 
said, of  his  own  accord,  upon  any  preieace  wbat- 


te^teHkupiesofihe  process,  proceediog.s  and  judo 
menUn  such  ca,jse ;  and  it  shall  also  be  competen 
foreJ:|er  party,  within  six  monihsof  the  renditioi 


I 
on 


ot  a  w^Jgment  lu  any  such  cause,  by  writ  of  error 
oroiulr  proces.<!.to  remove  the  same  to  the  circuit 
courrjif  the  United  States  of  that  district  in 
whic^jsuch  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered, 
and  vV  said  cirsuit  court  shall  thereupon  proceed 
to  tr^^nd  determine  the  facts  and  the  law  in  such 
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soever,  be  permitted,  without  such  passport,  to  go 
on  board  of  any  of  the  ships,  or  vessels,  or  boats, 
of  the  enemy,  on  the  Lakes,  along  the  seaboard, 
or   elsewhere  within  the  bays,  sounds,  rivers,  or 
waters,  of  the  United  States,  or  to  hold  any  inter- 
course with  such  enemy,  or  with  any  officer  there- 
of; nor   shall  any  citizen,  or  person  residing  as 
•foresaid,  be   permitted,  without  such   passport, 
to  visit  or  go  to  any  camp  of  the  enemy  estab- 
lished within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
elsewhere,  or  to  hold  any  intercourse  with   the 
same,  or  with  any  officer  belonging  thereto  ;  and 
whosoever  shall  voluntarily  offend  against  any  of 
the  prohibitions  aforesaid,  mentioned  in  this  sec- 
tion, shall  be  considered  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  liable  to  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding 
one   thousand  dollars,  and   to  imprisonment   for 
any  term  not  exceeding  three  years.     And  every 
person  coming   from  any  of  the   enemy's   pro- 
vinces or   territory,  into  the  United  States,  shall 
report  himself  forihwith.  or  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble thereafter,  to  the  military  commander,  or  to 
the  collector,  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs, 
of  the  district  within  which  he  may  first  arrive, 
upon  pain,  wherever  the  same  is  omitted,  of  be- 
ing liable  to   the  same  prosecution   and   puuish- 
ment,  as  i^  above  provided  in  cases  of  unlawful 
intercourse  with  the  enemy,  without  the  author- 
ity of  a  passport. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person  or  persons  found  hovering  upon  the  fron- 
tier, near  any  of  the  provincesor  territory  belong- 
ing to  the  enemy,  or  of  which  he  may  be  pos- 
sessed, or  travelling  towards  and  near  the  same, 
at  a  distance  from  his  or  their  usual  place  ot 
abode  or  residence,  and  without  any  lawful  busi- 
ness requiring  Ins  or  their  attendance  there,  and 
without  a  passport,  shall  be  liable  to  be  held  to 
security  for  his  or  their  good  behaviour,  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  in  the  fourth  section  of  this 
act,  as  a  persop  or  persons  suspected,  upon  probable 
cause,  of  being  engaged  in  unlawful  trade  or  in- 
tercourse with  the  enemy:  Provided  alicays, 
That  nothing  contained  in  any  part  of  this  act 
shall  be  construed  to  alter,  in  any  respect,  the 
law  of  treason. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  em- 
powered for  that  purpose,  to  employ,  under  pro- 
per instructions,  to  be  by  him  given,  in  cases  of 
resistance,  such  part  of  the  land  and  naval  forces 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  the  militia  thereof,  as 
shall  be  judged  necessary,  lor  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing and  co-operating  with  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  all  other  civil  magistrates,  in  seizing  and 
securing  persons  engaged,  or  suspected,  upon  pro- 
bable cause  as  aforesaid,  to  be  engaged,  in  unlawful 
trade  or  intercourse  wiih  the  enemy  as  aforesaid, 
together  with  the  articles  or  supplies,  or  vessels, 
boats,  vehicles,  or  animals,  employed  as  aforesaid, 
in  such  trade  or  intercourse,  and  searching  for 
and  seizing  any  property  subject  to  duty,  or  w°hich 
has  been  unlawfully  imported. 

Sec.  13.   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  conimue  in  force  during  the  continuance 


of  the  present  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  and  no  longer:  Provided 
That  the  termination  of  the  said  war  shall  not  be 
construed  to  stop  or  annul  any  proceedings  that 
may  theretofore  have  been  commenced,  or  con- 
cluded, or  in  any  way  destroy  or  impair  any 
rights  or  privileges  accruing  under,  secured  or 
given,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  but  applicable  to  any 
transaction  prior  thereto,  the  same  proceedings 
shall  and  may  be  had  as  though  this  act  were  in 
full  force. 

Approved,  February  4,  1815. 


An  Act  sapplemenlary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other 
purposes."  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  and  in- 
clude any  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  used  in 
distillation,  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed,  whether 
the  burning  or  destruction  have  taken  place  be- 
fore or  since  the  passage  of  the  above  recited  act. 

Approved,  February  4,  1815. 


An  Act  attaching  to  the  Canton  District,  in  the  Stale 
of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  foot  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Miama  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Con- 
necticut western  reserve. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  all  that  tract  of  land 
lying  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  river 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Western  line  of  the 
Connecticut  reserve,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  certain  tribes 
of  Indians,  at  a  treaty  concluded  at  Brownstown, 
in  the  Michigan  Territory,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  -hall  be  attached  to,  and  made  a  part 
of  the  district  of  Canton. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  sur- 
veying and  dividing  the  lands  by  this  act  attach- 
ed to  the  district  of  Canton,  the  ordinary  mode  of 
surveying  the  public  lands  shall  be  so  far'  deviated 
from,  that  the  boundary  lines  of  the  tracts  to  be 
laid  off  therein  shall  be  run  parallel  to,  and  at  right 
angles  with,  the  road  laid  out  in  conf^ormity  with 
the  said  treaty,  and  in  every  other  respect  the 
surveys  shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner,  and 
for  the  same  compensation  allowed  for  the  sur- 
veying, the  other  public  lands  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
lands  by  this  act  attached  to  the  district  of  Can- 
ton, shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder, 
under  the  direction  of  the  register  of  the  land 
office  and  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the 
said  district,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  designate  by  pro- 
clamation for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  sales  shall 
remain  open  one  week,  and  no  longer ;  and  the 
said  lands  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  sold  oo  the 
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-  ^f^^  terms  and  conditions  as  have  been  provided 
l»l^lhe  sale  of  other  lands  of  the  United  States. 
^^  the  lands  in  the  said  tract,  remaining  unsold 
,  ihe  close  of  the  said  sales,  may  be  disposed  of 
;;private  siile  by  the  register  of  the  land  oflBce 
'*ihe  said  district,  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
^Jfis  as  are  provided  for  the  sale  of  other  public 
i^ads  in  the  same  district ;  and  patents  shall  be 
cylained  in  the  same  manner  as  in  case  of  other 
li'i^ds  of  the  United  States. 
^!j?Ec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
afc^esaid  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys 
5^1.  each,  receive  four  dollars  per  day  for  each 
dj^'s  attendance  on  the  public  sales  directed  by 
ti^l  act. 

f^pproved.  February  4,  1815. 


ct  for  giving  further  lime  to  the  purcha«er»  of 
public  lands  to  complete  tlieir  payments. 

'f.   it  enacted,  tf-c.    That  every  person  who. 
ihe  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
[dred  and  ien.  and  prior  to  the  first  day  of  April, 
thousand"  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  had  pur- 
ed  any  tract  or   tracts  of  land  of  the  United 
es,  not  exceeding  in  the   whole  six  hundred 
forty  acrt  s.  at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the 
ted   States,   and   whose    lands    have   not  al- 
y  been  actually  sold  or  reverted  to   the  Uni- 
^tates.  foi    non-payment  of  part  of  the  pur- 
e   money,  shall   be,  and   they  hereby  are.  al- 
d  the  further  time  of  three  years,  from  and 
the  expiration  of  the  period  already  given 
w.  for  completing  the  payment  of  tiie  pur- 
le  money  aforesaid  ;  which  further   time  of 
years  st,all  be  allowed  only  on  the  foUow- 
jo  j*onditioni :  first,  all  arrears  of  interest  on  the 
pU/|hase  money  shall  be  paid  on   or  before  the 
•exjjration  of  "the   time  for  completing  the  pay- 
,t  of  the  porchase  money  according  to  former 
:  Prorirfefi,  That  in  all  cases  in  which   the 
for  completing  the  payment  of  the  purchase 
^^•y  may  h^ve  expired,  or  shall  expire,  before 
th^'    first  day  uf  June   next,  the  interest   may  be 
pajljon   or  before   that  day  :  second,  the  residue 
>e  sum  due  on  account  of  the  principal  of 
I  purchaseshall  be  paid,  with  interest  thereon, 
[ree  equal^annu.il  payments,  as  follows,  viz: 
third  of  rjie  said  sum.  with   the  interest  due 
^on,  with{n  one  year;    one-third  of  the  said 
'  with  the  interest  due  thereon,  within   two 
;    and   tjie   residue,  with   the   interest  due 
1-on,  withiji  three  years,  after  the  expiration 
Je  lime  for  completing  the  payments  on  such 
Leases  according  to  law.     And  in  case  of  fail- 
|o  pay  thi-  arrears  of  interest,  or  any  of  the 
instalments  of  principal,  with  the  accruing 
?8t,  at   the  time  above-mentioned,  the   tract 
jnd  shall  t/e  forthwith  advertised  and  offered 
fertile,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  directed 
by  J|w  in  cas(  of  lands  not  paid  within  the  time 
Utri».'d   by  law,  and  shall   revert  to  the  United 
^^^^s  in  like  manner,  if  the  same  is  not  sold  at 
sale. 

proved.  February  4,  1815. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acU  for  esUb- 
hshing  a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
to  appoint  three  officers  of  the  Navy,  whose  rank 
shall  not  he  below  a  post  captain,  who  shall  con- 
stitute a  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States;  and  shall  have  power  to  adopt 
such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
their  meetings  as  they  may  judge  expedient ;  and 
the  board  so  constituted  shall  be  attached  to  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and,  under 
his  superintendence, shall  discharge  all  the  minis- 
terial duties  of  said  office,  relative  to  the  procure- 
ment of  naval  stores  and  materials,  and  the  con- 
struction,armament,  equipment,  and  employment 
of  vessels  of  war.  as  well  as  all  other  matters 
connected  with  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the 
United  Stales.  And  the  said  board  shall  appoint 
their  own  secretary,  who  shall  receive,  in  com- 
pensation for  his  services,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  who  shall  keep 
a  fair  record  of  their  proceedings,  subject  at 
all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That   the 
said  Board  of  Commissioners,  by  and   with   the 
consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  be,  and  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  prepare  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  shall  be  necessary  for  securing  an  u'ni- 
formily  in  the  several  classes  of  vessels  and  their 
equipments,  and  for  repairing  and  refitting  them, 
and  for  securing  responsibility  in  the  subordinate 
officers  and  agents;  which  regulations,  when  ap- 
proved   by    the   President   of  the   United   States, 
shall  be  respected  and  obeyed   until   altered    and 
revoked  by  the  same  authority,  and  the  said  rules 
and  regulations,  thus  prepared  and  approved,  shall 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session.     Il 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  board,  upon  the  re- 
quisition of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  furnish 
all  ihe  estimates  of  expenditure  which  the  several 
branches  of  the  service   may  require,  and  such 
other  information  and  statements  as  he  may  deem 
necessary. 

Sec,  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officer  of  the  said  board  holding  the  oldest  com- 
inission  shall  preside;  and  each  Commissioner 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  compensation  for 
his  services,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  in  lieu  of  wages,  rations,  and  other 
emoluments,  as  naval  officers;  and  all  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  the  said  Commissioners, 
which  relate  to  their  official  duties,  shall  be  free 
irom  postage. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothin"- 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  take  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  his  control  and  direction 
01  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  as  now 
by  law  possessed. 

Approved,  February  7,  1815. 
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An  Act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Slates. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  to  cause  to  be  purchased,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  the  whole,  or  such 
part,  of  that  tract  of  land  situate  adjoining  the 
village  of  Plattsburi,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  which  Forts  Moreau  and  Brown,  and  other 
works,  barracks,  arsenals,  hospitals,  and  other 
public  buildings  now  stand,  as  shall  be  by  him 
judged  requisite  for  the  military  purposes  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Approved,  February  8,  1815. 


An  Act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  the  Ordnance  department  shall 
consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  two 
majors,  ten  captains,  ten  first  lieutenants,  ten 
second  lieutenants,  and  ten  third  lieutenants. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the 
Colonel,  or  senior  officer  ol  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, is  authorized  to  enlist,  for  the  service  of 
that  department,  for  five  years,  as  many  master 
arrnorers,  master  carnage  makers,  master  black- 
smiths,artificers, armorers,  carriage  makers,  black- 
smiths, and  laborers,  as  the  public  service,  in  his 
judgment,  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary 
lor  the  Department  o(  War.  may  require. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment to  direct  ihe  inspection  and  proving  of 
all  pieces  of  ordnance,  cannon  balls,  shot,  shells, 
small  arms,  and  side  arms,  and  equipments,  pro- 
cured lor  the  use  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States;  and  to  direct  the  construction  of  all  can- 
non and  carriages,  and  every  implemeni  and  ap- 
paratus for  ordnance,  and  all  ammunition  wagons, 
travelling  forges,  and  artificer's  wagons,  the  in- 
spection and  proving  of  powder,  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  all  kinds  of  ammunition  and  ordnance 
stores.  And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
Colonel,  or  senior  officer  of  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, 10  furni>li  estimates,  and,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
to  make  contracts  and  purchases  for  procuring 
the  necessary  supplies  of  arms,  equipments,  ord- 
nance, and  ordnance  stores. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department  shall  organ- 
ize and  attach  to  regiments,  corps,  or  garrisons, 
such  number  of  artificers,  with  proper  tools,  car- 
riages, and  apparatus,  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions  relative  to  their  government  and  num- 
ber, as,  in  his  judgment,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  may 
be  considered  necessary. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Tiiat  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department,  or  senior 
officer  of  that  department  of  any  district,  shall 
execute  all  orders  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  and,  in  time  of  war,  the  orders  of 
any  General,  or  field  officerj  commanding  any 


army,  garrison,  or  detachment,  for   the  supply 

of  all  arms,  ordnance,  ammunition,  carriages 
forges,  and  apparatus,  for  garrison,  field,  or  siege 
service. 

Sec.  6.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
keepers  of  all  magazines  and  arsenals  shall,  quar- 
terly, or  oliener,  if  so  directed,  and  in  such  manner 
as  directed  bv  the  Colonel  oif  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment, make  correct  returns  to  the  Colonel,  or 
senior  officer,  of  the  Ordnance  department,  of  all 
ordnance,  arms,  and  ordnance  stores,  they  may 
have  in  charge. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tiiai  the 
costs  of  repairs  of  damages  done  to  arms,  equip- 
ments, or  implements,  in  the  use  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  Sutes,  shall  be  deducted  from  the  pay 
of  any  officer  or  soldier  in  whose  care  or  use  the 
said  arms,  equipments,  or  implements  were  when 
the  said  damages  occurred:  Provided,  The  said 
damages  were  occasioned  by  the  abuse  or  negli- 
gence of  the  said  officer  or  soldier.  And  it  is 
hereby  made  the  duty  of  every  officer  command- 
ing regiments,  corps,  garrisons,  or  detachments, 
to  make,  once  every  two  months,  or  oftener  if  so 
directed,  a  written  report  to  the  Colonel  of  the 
Ordnance  department,  slating  all  damages  toarms, 
equipments,  and  implements,  belonging  to  his 
command,  noting  those  occasioned  by  negligence 
or  abuse,  and  naming  the  officer  or  soldier  by 
whose  negligence  or  abuse  the  said  damages  were 
occasioned. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department  shall  make, 
half  yearly,  to  the  War  Department,  or  oftener, 
if  the  Secretary  for  that  Departmeot  shall  so  di- 
rect, a  correct  report  of  the  officers,  and  all  arti- 
ficers, and  laborers  in  his  Department ;  also,  of  all 
ordnance,  arms  military  stores,  implements,  and 
apparatus,  of  every  description,  and  in  such  form 
as  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  shall 
direct. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  to  in- 
sure system  and  uniformity  in  the  different  public 
armories,  they  are  hereby  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Ordnance  department.  And  the  Col- 
onel of  the  Ordnance  department,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  depots  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  ordnance  stores,  m  such 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  in  such  numbers, 
as  may  he  deemed  necessary. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  up  a  system  of 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Ordnance 
department,  forms  of  returns  and  reports,  and  for 
the  uniformity  of  manufactures  of  all  arms,  ord- 
nance, ordnance  stores,  implements,  and  appara- 
tus, and  for  the  repairing  and  better  preservation 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances,  for  the  officers 
of  the  Ordnance  department,  shall  be  the  same  as 
the  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances,  now  al- 
lowed to  officers  of  similar  grades,  respectively^ 
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i^the  artillery  of  the  United  States.     And  that 
&v  pay  of  ti  master  armorer  shall  be  thirty  dol- 
Ugs  per  moiith,  and  one  and  a   half  rations   per 
t|fy  ;  of  a  paster  carriage  maker,  thirty  dollars 
|Lf  month,  :)nd  one  and  a  half  rations  per  day  ; 
J|f>a  master  blacksmith,  thirty  dollars  per  month. 
^i|d  one  ant/  a  half  rations  per  day.     The  pay  of 
i^orers,  carriage   makers,  or  blacksmiths,  each, 
j^iteen  dolJjirs  per  month,  and  one  and  a  half  ra- 
ijiiis  per  day  ;  the  pay  of  artificers,  thirteen  dol- 
llfits  per  monih,  and  one  ration  per  day;  and  the 
of  laborvrs,  nine  dollars  per  month,  and  one 
Lion  per  dsiy ;  and  to  all  of  the  said  workmen, 
<Hcers.  acjd  laborers,   the  same  clothing,  and 
uFj^er  allowc^nces,  as  are  allowed  to  privates  of 
^"fer""^^  in  ilie  Army  of  the  United  States,  except 
cfifthing  to  t|)e  master  workmen. 
|?;ec.  12.  ^nd  be  it  furthn-  enacted.  That  the 
FWsidenl  of  ;lhe  United  Slates  is  hereby  author- 
i^\  to  coiitii^ue  in  the  service,  under  this  act.  all 
.  th»y  officers  of' the  Ordnance  department  in  serrice 
f  ^ij^^  passaj^e  of  the  same,  or  to  transfer  them  to 
t  omcT  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
JEc.  13.  j%nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
"•jonel  ol   tbe  Ordnance  department  is   hereby 
ajtiwed,  at  t(je  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
.  y «'"'  ^"'"  clercs.  and  such  books  and  stationery  as 
yvc^  be  nece>sary  to  his  department. 
I    ^EC.  14.   And  be  it  further  ejiacted,  That  the 
.•  aty.ipassed  iVhy  the  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
htjijdred  and  twelve,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  bet- 
tej-yegu!atiou  of  the  Ordnance  department,"  and 
tbjjjrsections  ot'  any  other  acts,  coming  within  the 
pigi  lew  of  any  of  the  sections  of  this  act,  be,  and 
thji^iame  are  hereby,  repealed. 
I^pproved,  February  8.  1815. 


thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  exclusirely  to  that 
object.  ' 

Approved,  February  13,  1815. 


Ai^ct  to 

Mailers 
^rch&n 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laTiDf 
out  and   making   a  road  from  Comberland.  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  addition  to  the  un- 
expended balance  of  the  sum  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in   the  State  of  Maryland,  to   the 
State  of  Ohio,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  expended,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  makin::  said  road  between  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  and  Brownsville,  in  the  Slate 
of  Pennsylvania,  commencing  at  Cumberland; 
which  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall 
be  repaid  out  of  the  fund  reserved  for  layin"  out 
and  making  roads  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue 
of  the  seventh  .section  of  an  act,  passed  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  April, one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  two.  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with   the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
Approved,  February  14,  1815. 


amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
of  vrines,  spirituous    liquors,  and    foreign 
disc. 

t^it  enacted,  i^c,  That  nothing  contained  in 
thajirst  section  of  the  act  layingduiies  on  licenses 
to^tailers  of  vvines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise,  .-.hall  bo  construed  to  extend  to  vine 
driers  who  sell,  at  the  place  where  the  same  is 
m^(e,  wine  of  their  own  growth,  nor  shall  any 
vu«4  dresser,  for  vending  solely  at  the  place  where 
tb^^ame  is  r^iade,  wine  of  his  own  growth  be 
compiled   to  .take   out   license  as  a   retailer   of 

MJ)proved,  j-'ebruary  8.  1815. 

t  

\iK  Act  making  appropriations  for  repairing  or  rebuild- 
t  ij^  the  publjc  buildings  withm  the  City  of  Waah- 
•    Uijton. 

U  ^'!  ^^cttJ,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
Urf  Jed  States  cause  to  be  repaired,  or  rebuilt 
forr^wilh.  the  President's  house.  Capitol,  and 
pul^^c  offices,  on  their  present  sites,  in  the  City  of 
W^hiogion,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  borrow, 
4tw.j  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per 
»n^,m.  from  any  bank  or  banks  within  the  Dis- 
tri«:^of  Columbia,  or  from  any  individual  or  in- 
<ivf4uals.   a   sum    not   exceeding    five    hundred 


An  Act  msking  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Oot. 
emment,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundre<l 
and  fiAeen. 

Be  it  enacted,  cfc..  That,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list  in   the  present  year,  including  the 
conlinsent  expenses  of  the  several  departraenta 
and  offices;  for  the  compensation  of  the  several 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  .same  ;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants,  for  the  support  of  the  Mint 
establishment;  for  the  expense  of  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations;  for  the  support  of  light-housea, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  and  for  satisfy- 
ing certain  miscellaneous  claims,  the  following 
sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively 
appropriated;  that  is  to  say: 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers,  and  attendants,  three  hundred  and 
eighteen  thousand  and  four  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  fifty-two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars.  * 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
including  the  Librarian's  allowance,  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiileen, eight  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  la  that  department, 
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inelading  a  clerk  on  old  records,  and  a  clerk  and 
messenger  in  the  Patent  Office,  fifteen  thous.ind 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
said  department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per  centum 
on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act.  entitled  "'An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks, 
and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  certain  public 
roads,  and  for  oiher  purposes,"  one  thousand 
seventy-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  department,  including  the  expense  of 
printing  and  distributing  ten  tfiousand  four  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  laws  of  the  third  session  of  the 
thirteenth  Congress,  and  printing  the  laws  in 
newspapers,  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars. 

For  the  cost  of  one  thousand  copies  of  a  new 
edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  in- 
cluding an  additional  volume,  to  be  comprised  in 
the  said  edition,  eighteen  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  reprinting  five  hundred  and 
sixteen  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  and  second 
sessions  of  the  thirteenth  Congress,  captured  by 
the  enemy,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
including  one  thousand  dollars  for  an  additional 
clerk,  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  eightet  h  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  nineiy-nine  dol- 
lars and  eighty-one  cents. 

For  expense  of  translating  foreign  languages, 
allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  transmittiug 
passports  and  sea  letters,  and  for  stationery  and 
printing  in  the  oflice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  including  the  sum  of  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  for  compensation 
to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by 
the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  tifleen  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  dollars. 

^i'or  ex|>ense  of  stationery  and  priming,  and 
contingent  expenses,  in  the  Comptroller's  office, 
eight  hundred  dollais. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for 
compen>ation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  the  acl  ol'  ilie  twenty-first  uf  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  thirteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  priming,  and 
contingent  expenses,  in  the  Auditor's  office,  Gve 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  including  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  compeDsalioQ  to  bis 
clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  acl 


of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thoorand  eight 

hundred  and  six,  seven  thousand  two  hundred 
twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-five  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses,  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  six 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office. clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  including  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars,  for  compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  iwenty-fifth 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollar.". 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  priming,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Revenue  Office,  six 
thousand  six  fiundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for 
compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  seventeen 
thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  two  cents. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
per  centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  cer- 
tain public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and 
nine  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  the  Re- 
gister's office,  for  stamping  and  arranging  ship's 
registers,  ninety  (iollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Register's  office,  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department. including  rent  of  the  houses 
occupied  by  the  said  department  during  a  part  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, and  the  whole  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  compensation  of  a 
superintendent  and  two  watchmen,  employed  for 
the  security  of  the  Treasury  buildings,  six  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  fire  engine  and  fire  buckets 
for  the  Treasury  Department,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts,  for 
the  Treasury  Department,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  three  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars,  for  compensation  to  his  clerks, 
ID  addiiioD  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
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twti>ty-first  of;April.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
Anf  Jiix,  and  th,e  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  for 
fiss^itfant  niesstjngers.  twenty  thousand  five  hun- 
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^r(ia|and  ten  d?)llars. 
i    9fT  expense  of  static 


For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  Navy,  including  house  rent,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 


^^r  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  fuel,  and 

'   i  contmge;icies,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  ^ .„...„....„..  ,.,  .„c  aui,  t-umiea 

ar,  includmg  office  rent,  three  thousand  dol-    "An  act  to  regulate  and  rix  the  compensation  of 


.   .*.         .  -       ,,  , „„,  _„_    the  Navy  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 

{)tU<|continge;icies,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  t  centum   on  the  sum  allowed  hy  the  act  entitled 


♦*'>*  clerks,  and   to  authorize  the  laying  out  certaii 

ur-f'^Tk*^"'"'*^'^''^"""  ^°   '^^   Accountant  of  the    public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes."  one  thou 

f/V%i  Department,    clerks,  and    nprsons   »»mninv«»d      sanri  nin»^  Kiin,lr«,l  t,nA  tkirt.,^.^  ,l,.i'i 


f 


Willi  Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
.n  ^  office,  including  the  sum  of  fourteen  thou- 
^aii^  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  for 
eoi^ensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
juj^jallowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of 
'A]t^,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  twen- 
jyjtle  ihousaiid  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
loHMrs. 

X^r  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Acfluntant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thou- 
la^*  dollars. 

.  p^r  additioijal  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
Jh«#4V'ar  Depiirtment,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
Jw  ™  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act.  entitled 
i'/T^act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
ijlt^j'^s,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  certain 
puj^c  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  two  thou- 
«»4?two  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 
:  l^er  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Ar^>,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
IJi'^«n  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

fer  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Pay- 
\aii^i^T  of  the  Army,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
^Djrofty  dollars. 

t  %f  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Gene- 
^"'w  i'^^'l^ary  Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  em- 
j)lc|S5'd  in  his  jjffice.  ten  thousand  four  hundred 
^n««  j(en  dollars'; 

ii'T  contingent   expenses  in    the  office  of  the 
^ufe^rlntendeu|  General  of  Military  Supplies,  one 

f^and  dollaj-s. 

r  compensation   to  the  clerks  in  the  Adju- 

and  Inspector  General's  office,  one  thousand 

■  hundred  Jollars. 

r  compenjation  to  the  Commissary  General 

irchases,  ajid  the  clerks  in  his  office,  ten  thou- 

dollars. 

r^  contingent  expenj^es  in   the  office  of  the 

rchases.  one  thousand 


!b 


Coj^imissary  General  of  Put 
fo|Jrs. 

I    f*r  compensation  to  the  S 


do 


Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
|s,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  in- 
ijng  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
$rs.  lor  compensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addi- 
(icjho  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  tweniy- 
nr*  jof  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
t'leAfn  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 
:  l^-r  contingent  expenses  m  the  office  of  the 
^ej^tary  of  the  Navy,  including  office  rent,  three 
•'--'Yand  thret-  hundred  dollars. 

^^r  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
I',  clerks,  a-nd  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
^ding  the  num  of  three  thousand  dollars  for 
liensation  hi'  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
fut^  allowed  ty  the  act  of  the  twenty-fi.st  of 
|^p\|l,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  thir- 
iee^thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

i  I 


sand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General. 
Assistant  Postmasters  General,  clerks,  and  per- 
sons employed  in  the  General  Post  Office,  inclu- 
ding the  sum  of  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-five  dollars,  for  compensation  of  the  clerks 
in  the  General  Post  Office,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  twenty-two 
thousand  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Post 
Office,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  to  regulat.'  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,''  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  sfveral  Commission- 
ers of  Loans,  and  for  allowance  to  certain  Com- 
missioners of  Loans  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  fourteen 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  sundry  Com- 
missioners of  Loans,  including  a  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  here- 
tofore allowed  by  law,  and  to  defray  the  author- 
ized expenses  of  the  several  Loan  Offices,  thirteen 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  and 
his  clerks,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  Lands 
South  of  Tennessee,  and  his  clerks,  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  his  office,  three  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Mint,  ten  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent operations  of  the  Mint,  including  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  dollars  allowed  to  an  assistant  en- 
graver, seven  thou.«and  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  iron  and  ma- 
chinery, rents,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Mint,  three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  of  wastage  in  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver coinage,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor.  Judges  and 
Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contingent 
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expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 

fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor.  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  department, 
not  otherwise  provided  for.  as  shall  hive  been  ad- 
mitted in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treas- 
ury, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Judges, 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
and  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  Attorney  General;  and  also  inclu- 
ding the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  short  ap- 
propriated in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  for  the  salary  of  the  District  Judge 
of  Louisiana,  sixty-four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  compen.sations  of  sundry  District  At- 
torneys and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law.  inclu- 
ding those  in  the  several  Territories,  seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors, 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  offences  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safekeeping  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions,  granted 
by  the  late  Government,  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to 
the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  nine- 
ty-eight thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  support  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,  in  addition  to  the  funds  already  appro- 
priated by  law.  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stake- 
ages  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  including  re- 
pairs and  improvements,  and  contingent  expenses, 
twenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

For  the  support  and  safekeeping  of  prisoners  of 
war.  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Fur  defraying  the  expenses  of  ascertaining  land 
titles  in  Louisiana,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries,  allowances,  and   contingent 


expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  one  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
barv  Powers,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Fot-the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed  Amer- 
ican seamen  in  foreign  countries,  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  agents  at  Paris  and  Copenha- 
gen, in  relation  to  prize  causes  and  captures  of 
American  vessels,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for.  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thousand  dollars. 
For  paying  to  Augustus  McKinney  and  Lazel 
Bancroh  the  amount  of  a  judgment  remitted  by 
act  of  Congress,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  board  of  commission- 

j  ers  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  tiie   act   of  the 

!  thirty-first  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

i  and  fourteen,  for  indemnifying  certain  claimants 

of  public  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  six 

thousand  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses,  of  the  last  mentioned  board  of  commis- 
sioners, a  sum  not  exceeding  twelve  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  the  claim  of  Farrington 
Barkelow,  granted  him  by  act  of  Congress  for  his 
j  relief,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
I  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

For  the  compensation  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  of  the  Navy 
j  Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
j  paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hun- 
1  dred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  act  making 
,  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
I  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
,  appropriated. 
I      Approved.  February  16,  1815. 

j  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late 
!  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  .Missouri  Territory, 
j       who  suffered  by  earthquakes. 

I      Be  it  enacted,  «^c..  That  any  person  or  persons 
owning  lands  in  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  in 
the  Missouri  Territory,  with  the  extent  the  said 
'  county  had  on  the  tenth   day  of  November,  one 
'  thousand  eight  hundreJ   and  twelve,  and  whose 
lands   have    been    raaterially    injured    by    earth- 
quakes, shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  locate  the  like  quantity  of  land  oa  any  of  the 
public   lands  of  the  said  Territory,  the  sale  of 
which  is  authorized  by  law  :  Provided.  That  no 
:  person  shall  be  permitted  to  locate  a  greater  quan- 
'  tity  of  land  under  this  act,  than  the  quantity  con- 
firmed to  him,  except  the  owners  of  lots  of  ground 
I  or  tracts  of  land  of  less  quantity  than  one  hundred 
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sixty  acres,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  lo-    to  ihe  cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  to  Ihe 


and  obtain  any  quantity  of  land,  not  exceed- 
Tajtfone  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  nor  shall  any 
^hEjiion  be  entitled  to  locate  more  than  six  hun- 
'dtfj  and  forty  acres,  nor  ahali  any  such  location 
Hiifjjide  any  lead  mine  or  salt  spring:  And  pro 
jpi^^i  a/*o,  That  in  every  case  where  such  loca- 
nitiH shall  be  made  according  to  the  provi>ions  of 
ihj'Vact,  the  title  of  the  person  or  persons  to  the 
jlaij^  injured  as  aforesaid,  shall  revert  to.  and  be- 
rcopie  absolutely  vested  in.  the  United  States. 
>    ^.c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacled.  That  when- 
5ev*.>it  shall  appear  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles 
|fo}.iihe   Territory   of  Missouri,  by   the  oath  or 
jiff^^oaiion  of  a  competent  witness,  or  witnesses, 
\\x^i  any  person  or  persons  are  entitled  to  a  tract 
hiji^  lets  of  land  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
>t  *^  ill  be  the  duty  of  the  said  recorder  to  issue  a 
<eJ  ficaie  thereof  to  the  claimant  or  claimants; 
•njdjipon  such  certificate  being  issued,  and  the 
loc^jion  made,  on  the  application  of  the  claim- 
anjk  by  the  principal   deputy  surveyor  for  said 
TyHtory,  or  under  his  direction,  whose  duty  it 
•hil^  be  lo  cause  a  survey  thereof  to  be  made,  and 
]4turn  a  plat  of  each  location  made  lo  the  said 
]der,  together  wilh  a  notice  in  writing,  desig- 
.g  the  tract  or  tracts   thus  located,  and    the 
b  of  the  claimant  on  whose  behalf  the  same 
i\  be  made;  which  notice  and  plat  the  said  re- 
fpifllT  shall  cau>e  to  be  recorded  in  his  office,  and 
'■"li  receive  from  the  claimant,  for  his  services 
wch  claim,  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  for  re- 
log  the  proof  issuing  the  certificate,  and  re- 
jog  the  notice  and  plat,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the 
jyor  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  compensa- 
(or  his  services  i>om  the   party  applying,  as 
fs  a^Jjwed  for  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the 
\}oiy<\  Slates. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
duty  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  to  trans- 
report  of  the  claims  allowed,  and  locations 
I,  under  thi^  act,  lo  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Iral  Land  Office,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  party 
Bificate,  stating  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
Ihat  he  is  enrfiled  to  a  patent  fur  the  tract 
fae.y^in  designated  ;  which  certificate  shall  be  filed 
yit'-\j  the  said  recorder  within  twelve  months 
H^'t^'late.  and  ihe  recorder  shall  thereupon  issue 
a  c^ificate  in  favor  of  the  parly,  which  certifi- 
«.at^.  being  transmutt'd  to  the  Commissioner  of 
7ies:|reneral  Land  Office,  shall  entitle  the  party 
to  ^^iatent,  to  be  i>sued  in  like  manner  as  is  pro- 


United  States,  entitled  such  officers  and  soldiers 
to  bounty  lands,  and  whose  location  of  such  war- 
rants shall  have  been  made  prior  to  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  shall  be  allowed  the  further  lime  of 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act  to  complete 
their  surveys  and  obtain  their  patents  for  the 
land  located  as  aforesaid  :  Provided,  That  sur- 
veys shall  be  made,  and  patents  granted  on  the 
aforesaid  locations,  under  the  same  regulations, 
restrictions,  and  provisions,  in  every  respect,  as 
were  prescribed  for  the  making  of  surveys  and 
granting  of  patents  by  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
authorizing  patents  lo  issue  for  lands  located  and 
surveyed  by  virtue  of  certain  Virginia  resolution 
warrants."  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 
Approved,  February  22.  1815. 
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by  law  for  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
Iproved,  February  17,  1815. 


f 

An>ict  giving  further  lime  to  complete  the  Burteys, 
a^l  obuin  the  patent*,  for  lands  located  under  Vir- 
i  resolution  warrants. 

Sit  enacted,  fc,  That  the  officers  and  sol- 
/  the  Virginia  line  on  Continental  establish- 
lae^rr-  or  their  legal  representatives,  to  whom  land 
vfaitlnts  have  l^>,ued  by  virtue  of  any  resolution 
^  'Q  legislature  of  Virgini.i,  as  a  bounty  for  ser- 
vicvjwhich,  by  the  laws  of  Virginia,  passed  prior 


An  Act  requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  KepresenUUves,  in  the  Con- 
greas  of  the  United  States,  to  give  necurity  for  the 
faithful  application  and  diaburaement  of  the  contin- 
gent fund«  of  the  Senate  and  Houm«  of  Kepresent- 
ativea. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  ol  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  ihe 
House  of  Representatives,  respectively,  within 
ten  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  give  bond 
to  the  United  States,  with  one  or  more  sureties, 
to  be  approved  by  the  Cumptroller  of  ihe  Treas- 
ury ;  each  bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  ap- 
plication and  disbursement  of  such  contingent 
funds  of  the  respective  Houses  as  shall  come  into 
their  hands,  which  bond<  shall  be  deposited  in  ihe 
Comptroller's  office.  And  it  shall  be  ihe  duty  of 
each  and  every  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  may  here- 
alier  be  chosen,  to  give  bond  as  aforesaid,  within 
ihirly  days  after  he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  deposite  all 
money  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which 
may  come  into  iheir  hands,  in  one  of  the  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  all  debts  paya- 
ble by  said  Secretary  or  Clerk,  on  account  of  the 
Senate  or  House  of  Repre^eniatires,  shall  be  paid 
by  a  drafi,  in  favor  of  each  creditor,  on  the  bank 
where  the  money  of  Government  may  be  de- 
posited. 

Approved,  February  23.  1815. 


An  Act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  of 

Indiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  «f  c,  That  the  Judges  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  the  Indiana  Territory  shall,  in  each 
and  every  year,  hold  two  sessions  of  the  said  court, 
at  Vincennes,  in  the  county  of  Knox,  on  the  first 
Mondays  ui  February  and  September;  at  Cory- 
doQ,  in  the  county  uf  Harrison,  on  the  third  Mon- 


ll 


1921 


APPENDIX. 


1922 


Public  Acta  of  Congress. 


days  in  February  and  September;  and  at  Brook- 
ville,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  on  the  first  Mon- 
days next  succeeding  the  fourth  Mondays  of  Feb- 
ruary and  September;  which  courts,  respectively, 
shall  be  composed  of  at  least  two  of  the  judges 
appointed  by  ihe  Government  of  the  United 
States;  and  no  person  or  persons,  acting  under 
the  authority  and  appointment  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory, shall  be  associated  with  the  said  judges. 
Approved.  February  24,  1815. 


An  Act  to  authoriu  the  iNuing  of  Treasury  Notes,  for 

the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  tit^een. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  cause  Treasury  notes,  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  prepared, 
signed,  and  issued,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  manner  hereafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
Treasury  notes  shall  be,  respectively,  signed  in 
behalf  of  the  United  Stales  by  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  two  of  whom  shall  sign  each  note; 
and  they  shall  receive,  as  a  compensation  for  that 
service,  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five  cents  for  every 
hundred  notes  thus  signed  by  ihern,  respectively  ; 
and  the  said  notes  shall  likewise  be  countersigned 
by  iheRegisler  of  the  Treasury,  or,  in  case  ot  his 
sickness  or  absence,  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates. 

Sec.  3.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
Treasury  notes  shall  be  prepared  of  such  denomi- 
nations as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  o(  the  United 
States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct ;  and  such 
of  said  notes  as  shall  be  of  a  denomination  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars  shall  be  payable  to 
bearer,  and  be  transferable  by  delivery  alone,  and 
shall  bear  no  interest  ;  and  such  of  the  said  notes 
as  shall  be  of  the  denomination  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  or  upwards,  may  be  made  f)ayable  lo  order, 
and  transferable  by  delivery  and  assignment,  en- 
dorsed on  the  same,  and  bearing  an  interest  from 
the  day  on  which  they  siiall  be  i>sued,  at  the  rate 
of  five  and  two-fifths  per  centum  per  annum  ;  or 
tbey  may  be  made  payable  to  bearer,  and  transfer 
able  by  delivery  alone,  and  bearing  no  interest,  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall 
direct. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  hulders  of  the  aforesaid  Treas- 
ury   notes   not    bearing   an    interest,   and    of   the 
Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate  of 
five  and  two  fifths  per  centum  per  annum,  to  pre 
sent  them  at  any  tune,  in  sums  not  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars,  to  llie  Treasury  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  to  any  commi>sioner  of  loans;  and  the 
holders  of  said  Trea^ury  notes  nut  bearing  an  in 
terest,  shall   be  entitled    to   receive   therefor  the 
amount  of  the  said  notes  in  a  ceriificateor  ceriifi-  , 
cates  of  funded  stock,  bearing  interest  at  seven  per  ' 
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centam  per  annum,  and  the  holders  of  the  afore- 
said Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate 
of  five  and  two-fifths  per  centum,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  therefor  the  amount  of  the  said  notes, 
including  the  interest  due  on  the  same,  in  a  like 
certificate  or  certificates  of  funded  stock,  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the 
first  day  of  the  calendar  month  next  ensuing  that 
in  which  the  said  notes  shall  thus  be.  respectively, 
presented,  and  payable  quarter  yearly,  on  the 
same  days  whereon  the  interest  of  the  funded  debt 
is  now  payable.  And  the  stock  thus  to  be  issued 
shall  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
funded  stock  of  the  United  States;  the  interest 
on  the  same,  and  its  eventual  reimbursement, 
shall  be  effected  out  of  such  fund  as  has  been,  or 
shall  be,  established  by  law  for  the  payment  and 
reimbursement  of  the  funded  public'debt  con- 
tracted since  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great 
Britain.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  Stales  is 
hereby  pledged  to  establish  sufficient  revenues, 
and  to  appropriate  them,  as  an  addition  to  the  said 
fund,  if  the  same  shall,  at  anytime  hereafter, 
become  inadequate  for  effecting  the  purpose  afore- 
said :  Ptvvided.  however,  and  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  United  States  to 
reimburse  the  stock  thus  created,  at  any  time 
after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thou-and  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Sec.  5.  Afid  be  it  further  enacled,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  Treasury  notes  which,  in  pursuance  of 
the  preceding  section,  shall  be  delivered  up  and 
exchanged  for  funded  stock,  and  also  ihe  Treas- 
ury notes  which  shall  have  been  paid  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  taxes,  duties,  or  demands,  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  provided,  to  be  reissued,  and 
applied  anew,  to  the  same  purposes,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  as  when  originally  issued. 

Sec.  6.    And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the 
Treasury   notes  authorized  to  be   issued   by  this 
act  shall  be  everywhere  received  in  all  payments 
to   the  United  Siale.>.     On  every   such  payment 
'be  note  or  notes  shall  be  received  for  the  amount 
of  both  the  principal  and  the  interest,  which,  on 
the  day  ol  such  payment,  may  appear  due  on  such 
of    the  notes  as  shall  bear  interest,  thus  given  in 
payment;  and  the  interest  on  the  said  notes  bear- 
ing an  inierest  shall,  on  such  payments,  be  com- 
puted at  the  rate  of  one  cent  and  one-half  of  a  cent 
per  day.  on  every  hundred  dollars  of  priiicipal  ; 
and  encli  month  shall  be  computed  as  containing 
thirty  days. 

Sec.  7.  Arul  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  making  paymeot  to  the  United  Slates  in 
the  s.iid  Treasury  notes,  into  the  hands  of  any 
collector,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other  pub- 
lic officer  or  agent,  shall,  on  books  kept  according 
to  such  forms  as  shall  be  prescribed  bv  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  give  duplicate  certificate* 
of  llie  number  and  respective  amount  of  each  and 
every  Trea.-ury  note,  and  of  the  interest  thereon, 
in  case  the  same  shall  bear  interest,  thus  paid  by 
>uch  pers(jii :  and  ev^ry  collector,  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys,  or  other  public  officer  or  agent,  who 
shall  thus  receive  in  payment  any   of  the  said 
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;TY'^asury  notejj  bearing  interest,  shall,  on  payment 
'0(-(^e  same  iato  the  Treasury,  or  into  one  of  the 
bwks  where  ihe  public  moneys  are  or  may  be 
d^vosited,  receive  credit,  both  for  the  principal 
a44  ^'^^  th^  interest,  computed  as  aforesaid,  which, 
0%  the  day  of  <^uch  last  mentioned  payment,  shall 
aiijear  due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  paid  in: 
Afcided  alwnys.  That  in  the  settlement  of  his 
a*si>unis  he  shall  be  charged  for  the  interest  ac- 
C||ffd  on  such  note  or  notes,  from  the  day  on 
^ich  the  f'anje  shall  hare  been  received  by  him 
ir^ayment  a.s  aforesaid  to  the  day  on  which  the 
s^'»e  shall  be  paid  by  him  as  afore>aid  :  And  pro- 
p^(d,  also,  That  no  charge  or  deduction,  oo  ac- 
c«i"fnt  of  interest,  shall  be  made  in  respect  to  any 
M^lc  into  which  payments  as  aforesaid  may  be 
DMflie  to  the  United  States,  either  by  individuals, 
0:  f»y  collectors,  receivers,  or  other  public  officers 
or^gents,  and  which  payments  shall  be  received 
by  Jiuch  bank  as  specie,  and  credit  given  to  the 
Tyiasurer  of  ihe  United  States  for  the  amount 
tlmeof,  incluJing  the  interest  accrued  and  due  on 
s^ki  notes,  from  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall 
b^e  been  received  by  such  bank,  on  account  of 
Uj«tUnited  State?;. 

JlEc.  S.    And  Iff  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
•iretary  of  the  Treasury  be.  and   be  js  hereby, 
aiitiorized.  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
o'    he  United  States,  to  cause  the  said  Treasury 
D^l  ?s  to  be  i.ssued  at  the  par  value  thereof,  in  pay- 
air  )t  of  services,  of  supplies,  or  of  debts,  for  which 
i\^\  United  S'utes  are  or  may  be  answerable  by 
1^5,  to  such  person  and  persons  as  >hall  be  will- 
1115; to  accept  the  same  in  payment;  and  to  de- 
p4|ite  portions  of  the  >aid  notes  in  the  loan  office.-., 
jn  State  banks,  for  the  purpose  o(   paying  the 
e  to  the  public  creditors  as  aforesaid  ;  and  to 
ow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  said  notes  ;  or 
II  the  same,  at  a  rate  not  under  par ;  and  it 
4II  be  a  good  execution  of  this  provi'-ion.  to  pay 
Jh  notes  to  such  bank  or  banks  as  will  receive 
•♦same  at  par.  and  give  credit  to  the  Treasurer 
ct  Jhe  United  States  for  the  amount  thereof,  on 
i^fJday  on  which  the  said  notes  shall  thus  be  is- 
'•♦•J  and  paid  to  such  bank  or  banks,  respectively. 
•    'iec.  9.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
itpl  may  be  lawful  for  the  holder  of  any  Treasury 
jD^les   issued,  or  authorized   to  be  issued,  under 
ja^l  laws  heretofore  passed,  to  convert  the  same 
iiv-|i  certificates  of  funded  debt,  upon  the  same 
;tii^s,  and  in  the  same  manner,  hereitibefore  [>ro- 
•"Tj<yd,  in  relation  to  the  Treasury  notes  authorized 
b*jthis  act.  bearing  an  interest  of  five  and  two- 
fiftiis  per  centum. 

^#Ec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
of  I'orty  thou>and  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
:  niilney  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  apprnpri- 
,  a  (41,  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for 
•di'i-aying  the  expeuie  of  preparing,  printing,  cii- 
;g  fiving.  signing,  and  otht'rwi>e  incilent  to  the 
;!.« )?ing,  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  this 

ll^Ec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
p<:j(son  shall  failsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
ciise  or  procure   to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 

jfr^nterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 


making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  Dole,  in 
imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be,  a  Treasury  note 
as  aforesaid;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or 
assist  in  falsely  altering.any  Treasury  note,  issued 
as  aforesaid  ;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or 
attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any 
false,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  note,  purporting  to 
be  a  Treasury  note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited  ; 
or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pas?, 
utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  falsely  altered  Trea- 
lury  note,  issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  falsely  altered  ;  or  shall  be.  directly  or  in- 
directly, knowingly  concerned  in  any  of  the  of- 
fences aforesaid,  every  such  person  shall  be  deem- 
ed and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony  ;  and.  being 
thereof  convicted  by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  la- 
bor, for  a  period  not  less  than  three  years,  nor 
more  than  ten  years,  and  be  fined  in  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 
Approved,  February  24,  1815. 
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An  Act  to  provide  addittonal  revenue  for  defraying  the 
cxpeniies  of  (iovernment,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
he  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Diatrictot 
Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  df-c.  That  a  direct  tax  of  nineteen 
thou.sand  ninehundredand  ninety-eighldollarsand 
torty  rents  be.  and  is  hereby,  annually  laid  upon 
the  District  of  Columbia,  which  shall  be  assessed 
and  laid  upon  the  same  di'>criptions  of  property, 
in  ttiesame  manner,  and  be  collected  and  account- 
ed for  likewise  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided 
by  the  "Act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  .same."  and  the  several  acts 
referred  to  therein,  or  which  may  be  passed 
amendatory  thereof;  for  which  purpose  thereshall 
be  appointed  a  principal  assessor  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  who.  with  such  deputies  as  lie  may 
appoint,  shall  have  the  like  qualifications  and 
powers,  receive  the  like  compensations,  discharge 
the  like  duties,  and  be  subject  to  the  like  penal- 
ties, with  the  other  principal  or  assistant  asses- 
sors:  Provided.  That  the  said  principal  assessor 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  powers  of  the  other  prin- 
cipal assessors,  exercise  the  same  powers  and  dis- 
charge the  same  duties  devolved  on  the  board  of 
principal  assessors,  established  by  the  said  act  ; 
and  the  tax  lists,  made  out  by  him  conformably 
thereto,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  collector  within 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days  from  the  first  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  on  which  day  the  said  principal  as- 
sessor shall  direct  and  cause  the  several  assistant 
assessors  in  his  district,  to  inquire  after  and  con- 
cerning all  lands,  lots  of  ground,  with  their  im- 
provements, dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  liable  to 
taxation  :  And  provided.  That  the  collector  of 
the  said  district  shall,  himself,  retain  the  list  of 
property  lying  within  the  said  district,  not  owned. 


1926 


APPENDIX. 


1926 


PubUc  Acts  of  C<mtn$$. 


occupied,  or  superintended,  by  some  person  resi- 
ding therein  ;  and  shall  proceed  to  discharge  the 
like  duties  that  are  performed  in  the  respective 
States,  by  the  collectors  designated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  receiving  .said  list. 
Sec,  2.  And  be   it  further  enacted,  That  the 

Erincipal  assessor  and  assistant  assessors  for  the 
•isirict  of  Columbia,  shall  discharge  the  like  du- 
ties required  by  the  "Act  to  provide  addiiional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  to  be  performed  in  the  respective 
States  by  ihe  asse.ssors,  anything  in  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  saiJ  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing ;  which  said  dunes,  and  all  other  acts  therein 
required  to  be  done,  as  well  by  the  said  officers  as  ' 
by    individuals,  hubject  to   the  said  act,  shall  be  I 

performed  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  j  pnvaies,  wno  snail  ne  discharged  in  conseouenc 
the  penaltie.,  lor  neglect  or  omission,  thereby  pre-  I  of  the  repeal  of  the  acts  aforesaid  shall  be  enti 
scribed,  and  in  point  ol  lime,  relatively  to  the  said  tied  to  receive  four  months'  pay.  over  and  above 
first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  I  what  may  be  due  to  them,  respectivelv  arthe 
hundred  and  biteen,  and  in  every  year  thereafter,     lime  of  their  discharge 

relatively  to  such  day  as  may  be  fixed  by  law  for  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  the 
the  performance  ol  tlie  like  duties  and  acts  in  the  |  President  of  the  United  States  be  and'he  hereby 
feveral  btaies.  is.authorized  to  causeall  the  armed  vessels  thereof 

r>ii         ll><>        I      nL-n..       I  . 


^i!"  «r*I''^  harbors  of  the  United  States."  passed 
the  fifth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eigbi  hundred  and  thirteen  ;  and  also  an  act,  en- 
titled An  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
certain  officers  for  the  flotilla  service."  passed  the 
sixteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  be  repealed  and 
cease  to  be  in  force. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
barges  and  other  vessels  composing  the  flotilla 
establishment,  (they  being  first  divested  of  their 
guns  and  niiliiary  stores,  which  are  to  be  carefully 
preserved,)  shall  be  sold  or  laid  up  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  and 
the  moneys  arising  therefrom  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the 
commissioned  and  warrant  officers,  and  all  the 
privates,  who  s_hall  be  discharged  in  consequence 


Approved,  February  27.  1S15. 

i  

An  Act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  eipensea  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and 
plated  ware,  and  jewelry  and  paste  work,  manufac- 
tured within  the  United  btate«. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
eighteenth  day  of  April  next,  there  shall  be  paid 
upon  all  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jew- 
elry and  paste  work,  except  time  pieces,  which 
shall  thereafter  be  manufactured  or  made  for  sale 
within  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  there- 
of, a  duty  of  six  per  centum  ad  valorem,  by  the 
manufacturer  thereof. 

Si:c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  duty 
aforesaid  shall  be  imposed,  paid,  collected,  and 
accounted  for,  in  like  manner,  and  subject  to  the 
like  provisions  and  penalties,  as  the  duties  im- 
posed by  the  "Act  to  provide  additional  rjevenues 
lor  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 
on  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manu- 
factured within  the  United  States,"  passed  the 
eighteenth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  all   the  provisions  of  winch 


act  shall  apply  to  the  duty  hereby  imposed,  and  j  ^^^^^^Y  'o  be  retained  for  the  public  service;  and 
to  those   by  whom  it  shall  be  payable,  the  .same    ''"^'^  ^^  '''*^  warrant  officers  and  privates  as  may 


to  those   by  whom  it  shall  be  payable,  the  same 
as  if  It  were  specifically  inseried'among  the  du- 
tiable  objects   enumerated    in    the   first°  section 
thereof. 
Approved,  February  27,  1815. 


— ■•    "fc*^    «*ai«avu     »  v:oo  vIO    iUCl  Cvl 

on  the  Lake.s.  except  such  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
cessary to  enforce  the  proper  execution  of  the 
revenue  laws,  to  be  sold  or  laid  up,  as  he  may 
judge  most  conducive  lo  the  public  interest ;  such 
vessels  bein^  first  divested  of  their  armament, 
tackle,  and  lurniiure,  which  are  to  be  carefully 
preserved. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  ejiacted.  That  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  or  purchased, 
thevcssels  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  fifteenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  be.  and  the  same  is  herely, 
repealed  ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  cau»e  to  be  sold  such  of 
!  the  vessels  acquired  under  the  said  act  as  he  may 
i  deem  inexpedient  to  be  retained  in  the  public  ser- 
vice; and  to  cause  the  moneys  arising  therefrom 
to  be  paid  into  the  i)ublic  Treasury. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  lo  cause  to  be  sold,  ihey  being 
first  divested  of  their  guns  and  military  stores, 
which  are  to  be  carefully  preserved,  such  and  so 
many  of  the  gunboats  belonging  to  the  United 
Slates,  as  m  his  jud.jment  may  no  longer  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  retained  for  the  public  service;  and 


An  Act  to  repeal  cerUin  acts  concerning  the  flotilla 
service,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  afier  the  first 
day  of  April  next,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be   built  barges,  for  the  defence  of  the 


be  discharged  in  consequence  of  such  sale,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  four  months'  pay,  over  and 
above  what  may  be  due  to  them  at  the  time  of 
their  discharge. 
Approved,  February  27,  1815. 

An  Act  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  sixteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  cer- 
tain claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  location." 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  western  boundary 
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he  tract  of  country  set  apart  by  the  act  of  the 
eenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
i'jji  fourteen,  entitled  ''An  act  confirming  certain 
cJ^ms  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
T&mg  for  their  location,"  be  extended  upon  the 
rpvr^Mississippi,  to  the  middle  thereof,  so  as  to 
il<4lude  all  islands  in  said  river,  between  the  raid- 
(h)  and  eastern  margin,  throughout  the  length 
oj^aid  line  ;  and  that  all  or  any  of  the  said  islands 
8«4ll  be  subject  to  be  appropriated  under  the  said 
/4c|ted  act. 

•  t  Sec.  2.  Anil  be  it  furthrr  enacted,  That  the 
T)rJ?iso  contained  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  be- 
l^lk  recited  a(Jt  be  repealed,  so  far  as  it  regards 
il^ons  seltletj  on  fractions  of  sections  or  quarter 
8|(ltions  cont^ining  less  than  one  hundred  and 
8j*y  acres ;  tjnd  that  such  persons,  under  the 
lay  circumstances,  shall  be  considered  as  entitled 
tllill  the  rigt^ts,  benefits,  and  advantages,  speci- 
in  the  saij  fourth  section,  as  those  settled  on 


of  any  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  this  or  the  before 
recited  act,  that  they  may  make  such  purchase, 
on  application  to  him  at  his  office,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  and  every  person  fail- 
ing or  refusing  to  enter,  with  the  said  register, 
the  land  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  is  so 
secured,  notice  being  given  as  before  mentioned, 
within  the  time  aforesaid,  shall  lose  his,  her,  or 
their,  right  of  pre-emption. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  lo- 
cations of  any  connrmed  claim,  made  by  virtue 
of  any  authority  given  by  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  claims  of  persons  to  land 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  confirmed  :  Provided,  That  the  provi- 
sions of  this  section  shall  not  be  so  construed  as 
to  extend  to  an^  locations  made  by  any  person  or 
persons  without  any  authority  from  the  commis- 


sioners aforesaid  ;  nor  shall  it  afft^ct  the  claims  of 
^^ions  or  quarter  sections,  and  also  to  any  right,  i  any  other  person  or  persons. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office  at  Kaskaskia  shall  be  allowed  the  same 
commission,  respectively,  ou  the  confirmed  claims, 
which  have  been  or  shall  be  received  in  payment 


i 

:)»which  they  are  re<!pectively  settled 

l^Ec.  3.  An4  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 

"son  or  pyer^ons,  who  setiled  on   and  improved 

of  the  lanjs  in  ihesaid  Territory,  reserved  for 

use  of  schools  or  seminaries  of  learning,  before 

fifth  day   of  February,  one  thousand    eight 

dred  and  thirteen,  and  who  would  have  had 

•  right  of  pre-emption  thereto  had  not  the  same 


for  land  entered  at  the  said  office,  as  they  are  now 
entitled  to  on  moneys  received  in  payment  for 
lands  sold,  calculating  the  value  of  (he  confirmed 
claims  at  (he  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  Ann  Gilham  to  locate  any  unappro- 


priated quarter  section  within  tne  Illinois  Terri 
•. 'n  reserve'dlas  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  j  lory  ;  and  whenever  the  said  Ann  Gilhara  shall 
-emption  Of  the  like  quantity  of  other  land,  I  enter,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Kas 


I  on  the  samt?  terms,  and  under  the  same  restric- 
h  ns,  provided  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  said 
ited  act,  to' be  located  on  any  lands  within  the 
i'  jndary  specified  in  this  and  the  said  recited 
/^cjt,  not  otherwise  appropriated  ;  and  such  persons 
4hi|all  also  be  tjntiiled  to  the  benefit  of,  and  subjtct 
^  the  restrictions  contained  in  this  act. 
f^Ec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  and 
«|t^ry  person  gr  persons  entitled  to  the  pre-emption 
jC lands,  und';'r  the  fourth  section  ci  the  before 
^1  ted  act,  wliio  failed  to  locate  their  claims  within 
time  limijed  in  said  act.  and  which  lands  have 
?n  appropriated  by  others,  shall  be  entitled  to 
pre-emptifin  of  (lie  like  quantity  as  (hey  could 
fe  appropijiated  under  the  said  act,  or  und»-r 
provisions  of  (his  act,  to  be  located  on  any 
id  within  the  boundary  specified  in  this  and 
said  reciitd  acf.  not  previously  appropriated. 
>EC.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  and 
♦"^ery  person  i}r  persons,  enliiltd  to  the  pre-emption 
^  lands  uniiit'r  the  provisions  of  this  act.  shall 
form  to,  ;lnd  be  governed  by,  the  rules  pre- 
fibed  in  thelsaid  recited  act,  in  locaiinfT,  provin'r 


kaskia,  any  unappropriated  quarter  section,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  to  issue,  to  the  said 
Ann  Gilham,  a  certificate  specifying  therein  the 
quarter  section  so  located  ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  (lie  Cummis.Nioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  issue  a  patent  for  the  land  so  located, 
whenever  the  certificate  aforesaid  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  him  for  that  purpose. 
Approved,  February  27,  1815. 


An  Act  to  repeal  certain  acta  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  (^c,  That  the  act.  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  (he  Pfe>ident  of  (he  United 
State>  to  accept  the  services  of  State  troops,  and 
of  volunteers,"  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  raising  a  corps  of  sea  fencibles,"  be. 
and  the  same  are  hereby.  repe.«led. 

Approved.  February  27,  1815. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act   regulating   the   Poat 
OtTice  Eatabli«hment. 

Be  it  enacted,  df-c,  Tiiai  the  Postmaster  Geo- 


d  compleli^ig,  their  titles  respt-clively.  except  I  eral  be,  and  is  lit-rt-by,  auliionzed  lo  allow  to  the 

posimaster>,  respeciively,  such  commission  on  the 
moneys  arising  Iroiu  ilie  postage  of  letters,  news- 
|)aper>.  and  packets,  as  ^h.lll  be  adequate  to  (heir 
rt'>pf  dive  services  and  exp^'Uses:  Provided,  That 
the  said  commission  >hall  not  exceed  the  follow- 
ing sevpral  rates  on  the  amount  collected  in  one 
quarter ;  tiiat  is  to  say  : 


cases  whece  the  same  is  changed  hv  ilii>  aci. 

^,Skc.  6.  Anil  be  it  further  enacted   Tnat  it  shall 

I  the  duty  ijf  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 

jile  district  of'Kaskaskia  to  give  notice,  by  an  ad- 

►friisement  inserted,  for  one  month,  in  at  least 

e  newspapijr  published  in  the  said  Ttrritury,  to 

persons  eniitled  to  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
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On  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  twenty  per  cent. 

On  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollar.',  seventeen  per  cent. 

On  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars, 
thirteen  per  cent. 

On  any  sura  over  three  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars,  five  per  cent. 

He  may  also  allow  the  postmasters  at  distribu- 
ting post  offices,  a  commission  of  four  per  cent, 
on  any  sum  of  postages  distributed,  not  exceeding 
four  loousand  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  three 
per  cent,  on  any  sum  of  postages  distributed  over 
four  thousand  dollars. 

He  may  also  allow  to  such  postmasters  as  re- 
ceive and  despatch  foreign  mails,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  dollars  per  quarter  year,  for 
that  service  ;  and  he  may  augment  the  commis 
sion  of  those  postmasters  who  receive  the  mail 
regularly  between  the  hours  of  nibe  o'clock  in  the 
evening  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  from 
twenty  to  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  on 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  received  in  each 
quarter. 

He  may  also  allow  to  each  postmaster  one  cent 
for  each  free  letter  delivered  out  of  his  office,  and 
one  cent  for  each  free  letter  originally  received 
by  him  and  forwarded  by  mail. 

He  may  also  allow  to  each  postmaster  ten  cents 
for  every  monthly  register  of  the  arrival  and  de- 
parture of  the  mail,  returned  to  the  General  Post 
Office.  The  Postmaster  General  may  also  allow 
to  the  postmasters,  respectively,  a  commission  of 
ihiriy-ihree  and  one-third  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  postages  which  they  shall  collect  on  newspa- 
pers, magazines,  and  pamphlets;  but  no  allow- 
ance for  distribution,  or  for  free  letters,  shall  be 
made  to  any  postmaster  who  shall  collect  postages 
to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars  in  one 
quarter. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
April  next. and  thereupon  all  other  acts  and  clauses 
thereof,  providing  compensation  or  allowance  to 
any  postmaster  or  postmasters, shall  cease  to  have 
effect,  and  are  hereby  repealed:  Provided,  That 
nothing  iierein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
affect,  alter,  or  repeal,  the  provisions  of  the  fortieth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to  have  the 
mail  carried  in  any  steamboat,  or  other  vessel, 
which  shall  be  used  as  a  packet,  in  any  ot  the 
waters  of  (he  Uni(ed  States,  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  shall  be  considered  expedient :  Pro- 
vided, That  lie  do  not  pay  more  than  three  cents 
for  each  letter,  and  each  packet,  and  more  than 
one  half  cent  for  each  newspaper,  conveyed  in 
such  mail. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it furtlitr  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  every  master  or  manager  of  any 
steamboat,  packet,  or  other  vessel,  which  shall 
pass  from  one  part  or  place  to  another  part  or 
place,  10  the  United  Slates,  where  a  post  office  is 
established,  to  deliver,  within  three   hours  after 


his  arrival,  if  in  the  day  time,  and  within  two 
hours  after  the  next  sunrise,  if  the  arrival  be  in 
the  night,  all  letters  and  packets  addressed  to,  or 
destined  for.  such  port  or  place,  lo  the  postma-sier 
there,  for  which  he  shall  be  eniitled  to  receive  of 
such  postmaster  two  cents  for  every  letter  or 
packet  so  delivered,  unless  the  same  shall  be  car- 
ried or  conveyed  under  a  contract  with  the  Post- 
master General ;  and  if  any  master  or  manager 
of  a  steamboat,  or  other  vessel,  shall  fail  so  to  de- 
liver any  letter,  or  packet,  which  shall  have  beea 
brought  by  him,  or  shall  have  been  in  his  care, 
or  within  his  power,  he  shall  incur  a  penalty  of 
thirty  dollars  for  every  such  failure. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  employed  on  board  any  steamboat,  or  other 
vessel  employed  as  a  packet,  shall  deliver  every 
letter,  and  packet  of  letters,  intrusted  to  such  per- 
son, to  the  master  or  manager  of  such  steamboat, 
or  other  vessel,  and  before  the  said  vessel  shall 
touch  at  any  other  port  or  place  ;  and  for  everjr 
failure,  or  neglect  so  to  deliver,  a  penalty  of  ten 
dollars  shall  be  incurred  for  each  letter  and  packet. 

Approved,  February  27,  1815. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  establiah  certain  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  following  post 
roads  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontinued  ; 
that  is  to  say:  From  Columbia,  by  Shelbyville, 
and  Winchester,  to  Fayetteville.  in  Tennessee. 
From  Tellicoe,  in  Tennessee,  by  Amoy  river, 
Vansiown,  and  Tuckeytown.  to  Fort  Stoddard, 
in  Mississippi  Territory  ;  and  from  Tuckabatchy, 
by  Tensaw,  and  Fort  Stoddard,  to  Pascagoola 
river,  in  Mississippi  Territory;  from  Cynthiana 
to  Georgetown,  in  Kentucky.  In  North  Caro- 
lina, from  Washington  to  Lake  Landing,  ou  Mo- 
tamuskeet.  From  Concord,  by  Loudon,  Gilman- 
ton,  Meredith,  New  Holderness,  to  Plymouth; 
thence,  by  New  Hampton,  Sanbornton,  North- 
field,  and  Canterbury,  to  Concord. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  be  established  post  roads ;  that  is  to  say : 

In  New  Uampshire. — From  Concord  to  Frye- 
burgh,  in  Maine.  From  Concord,  by  Salisbury, 
Andover,  New  Chester,  Bridgewater,  Plymouth, 
thence  by  New  Holderness,  New  Hampton,  Saa- 
bornton,  Salisbury,  to  Concord.  From  Exeter, 
by  Brentwood,  Poplin,  Raymond,  Candia,  and 
Pembroke,  to  Concord, 

In  Vernumt.— From  Chester  South  village,  by 
Andover,  Weston,  Land  Grove,  and  Peru,  to 
Manchester.  From  Salem,  New  York,  by  Ru- 
pert, Paulet,  MiddletoD,  and  Ira.  to  Rutland. 

In  Maine. — From  Kennebunk  to  Alfred;  from 
Prospect,  by  Mount  Ephraim,  to  Frankfort. 

In  Massachusetts.— From  Hosack.  New  York, 
by  Pawnal,  Vermont,  to  WiUiamsiown.  From 
Northampton,  by  Hadley.  Sunderland,  and  Mon- 
tague, to  Northfield.  From  Foxborough,  by 
Mansfield,  and  Norton,  to  Taunton. 

In  Connecticut— Tiiat  the  post  road  from  Nor- 
wnlk,  by  Reading,  to  Danbury,  pass  through 
Saugatuck,  and  by  the  town-house  in  Reading. 

In  Nev)  VorA.— From  Hadley  Landing,  in  Sar- 
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to  Luzern,  in  Warren  county.    From  Ham- 
^1  village,   by  Guilderland,  Berne,   Schoharie 
irthouse,  the  Brick  Church  in  Cobleskill,  Col-  | 
I.    Stewjird's,   and    Maryland,    to    Milford.  ' 
m  We^l  Paint  to  Haverstraw.    From  Burrage  | 
s,  in  Coventry,  to  Oxford.     That   the   mail  j 
Hantin^tr)n  be  carried  by  the  north  road  to  ; 
thtown,  ir.stead   of   the  south   road.     From 


Pungo  river,  and  Germantown,  to  the  Lake 
Landintr,  m  Matamuskeet.  From  Tarborou(»h  to 
Cobb's  Bridtre,  in  Edgecomb  county.  From  Bry- 
ant's Cross  Roads  to  Windsor.  From  Tarbor- 
ough  to  Scotland  Neck.  From  Pittsborouo-h  by 
Liberty,  and  Gardner's  store,  to  Lexington"    ' 

In    Tennesgee—From    Nashville,    by  Harpeih 
Settlement,   nnd    Shelbyville.    to    Fayetteville 

iu   "  I    r  a"  ~ ?    I '  "tV  Vi «""   "'^     Z^°^  ^^^'^  Courthouse,  by  Highwassy  Garrison' 

^h  end  of  Saratoga  Lake,  to  Ballston  Springs,  ;  Ross   Fort,  and   Fort  Jackson   to  Fort  St    Stll 
ce,  by  the  north  end  of  Saratoga  Lake,  and     phens.  ' 

'.ogers' Mills,  to  St. Ilwater      From  Manlius,^      In    South    Carolina. ^From    Marion    Court- 
nondaga  rounty,  fo  Elbr.dge,   m  Carmllus,  I  house,  by  Harleysville,  to  Marlborough   to  return 
jce   to  Auburn     in  Cayuga  county.      From  I  by  Brownsville,  to  Mar.on   Courthouse      From 
Wobridge,  through  Coventry,  to  Green.  |  Cheraw  Courthouse,  by  the  Burnt  Saw  Mills  oa 

jA«r/.M^y -From  Newark  by  Orange  Dale,    Lynch's  creek,    W.lliamsburg  Courthouse    and 
y  Hanover,  to  Morr.stown.     From  Asbury,  in     Murray's  Ferry,  on  Santee,  to  Monk's  Corner 


Iwater.  by  Dunning  street,  in  Malta,  and  the 


^ijfield  township,  by  Hacketstown 
rtown,  and  Frankfort,  to  Deckerstown 

Pennsylvania.— From     Huntington,     by 

(Wniodcock    Valley,    Bedford,    and    Cumberland 

•ViMcy.  to  Cuml>erland.  in  Maryland.   From  Mer- 

. cello  New  Castle.     From  Lancaster  to  Lebanon. 

F^^Ti   York,    by  Dover.    Rosstown.   Lewisburg. 

arfijiLisburn,  to  Carlisle. 

J    .,4    OAio.— From    Zanesville  to  Coshocton. — 

'FfLJn  Wheelin:;.  in  Virginia,  by  Stephen  Scott's, 

at"  The   mouth   of   Fishing   Creek,    to   Marietta. 

F(jt^  Delaware,  in  Ohio,  by  Norton,  Upper  San- 

.<^>i»yi   "QJ    Lower    Sandusky,  to   Fort   Meigs. 

.FSo  Lebanon  to  Hamilton. 

\    |:^  -Wary/ajuf.— From  B.iltimore,  by  Q,ueens- 

hoyw,    Hillsborough,   and    Denton,    to   Milford. 

F'  ji  Westminster,  in  Frederick  county,  through 

Ut.iSpntown,   Middleburgh,  Greenham,  Mecha'n- 

jc|.T«own.  and  Cavetown,  to  Hagerstown,    From 

EWon.  by  Sabinton,  to  Georgetown  Cross  Roads,  i 

•f%  Virginia.^— From  Lindsay's  store,  by  Bar-  I 

b<,;„jsville  and   Stannardsville,  to  Harrisonburg. 

F((ka  Richmond  to  Lindsay's  store,  in  AlbemarTe  ' 

^Oifiiy.    From  Colesville,  in  Chesterfield  county, 

■by^  4Ialcomb's  and    Dennis's,   to    Amelia  Court- 

hA|se,  in   lieu  ()f  the   present  route  from  Coles- 

vifv  to  Amelia'.  Courthouse,     From  Parkersburg. 

ia»  Wood  courjtv,   to    Point    Pleasant;  that    the 

rciie  from  Ht4^kin^'  tavern  to  Powhatan  Court- 

:h(it*e,  pass  by  ^rtray  of  Genito  Bridge.     That  the 

P(*^master  Gejieral  be  authorized  to  send  a  mail 

frjjAi  Port    Tobacco,   in    Maryland,  to  Hanover 

toSfjo,  so  long  as  a  stage  sball  run  on  that  route, 

Fj(jm   the  towji  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  by  the 

I>c,^ble   Bridge^  and   John  Key's  tavern,  in  the 

c(jiiity  of  Lunenburg,  to  Charlotte  Courthouse. 

Fr|ra  Wilhesturg,  in  Charlotte  county,  by  Doc- 

-- *  *Snead's,  in  Halifax  county,  to  Cunningham's 

stt>l.\  in  Persori  county.  North  Carolina, 

Kentucky,— From  Cynthiana,  by  Paris,  and 
Vj^chester,  to  Richmond.  From  Isbelville  to 
Clryksville,  Tennessee.  From  Lexington  to 
G%*rgetown.  From  Cincinnati,  by  Kennedy's, 
G^yies'.  and  Arnold's,  on  the  Ridge  road,  to 
G^rgetown.  From  Glasgow  to  Allen  Court- 
hiK'pe,  and  from  Allen  Courthouse  to  Bowling 
iven.  From  Middletown  to  Westport. 
Sn  North  Carolina.— From  Washington,  by 
D|0i.  John  Adams's,  the  Log  House  Landing,  on 


il 


reenviUe,  j  /n  the  Mississippi  Territory.— From  the  Choc- 
taw agency,  by.  John  Ford's,  on  Pearl  river,  to 
New  Orleans,  m  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

In  the  Illinois  Territory.— From  Johnson 
Courthouse  to  Salem,  in  Kentucky. 

Approved.  March  1.  1815. 


An  .Act  makinp  appropriationi  for  the  lapport  of  the 
MiliUry  Establishment  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment  of"the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  for  ordnance,  fortifications,  and 
the  Indian  department,  the  following  sums  be. 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appro- 
priated ;  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  private  servants  kept  by  ofBcers 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  * 

For  forage  to  officers,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  subsistence  of  the  Army,  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  clothing,  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Quartermaster's  department,  iwo  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  purchasing  horses  for  artillery,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  including 
arsenals,  magazines,  and  armories,  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  four  hundred  thou-and  dol- 
lars. 

For  contingencies,  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  Indian  department,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  advancing  three  taonths'  pay  to  the  officers 
deranged,  and  noncommissioned  oflTicers  and  pri- 
vates discharged,  one  million  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
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be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved.  March  3,  1815. 


An   Act  making  further  provision  for  completing  the 
public  buildings  at  We*>t  Point  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Military  .\cademy. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated, to  be   paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  com- 
pleting buildings,  and  for  providing  an  apparatus, 
a  library,  and  all  necessary  implements,  and  for 
such   contingent   expenses  as  may  be  necessary 
and  proper,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  for  the  better  support  and  ac- 
commodation of  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point. 

Approved.  March  3,  1615, 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  the  following  sums  be 
and  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropriated  ;  that 
is  to  say  : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
of  the  seamen,  one  million  five  hundred  thirty- 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  sixty-four  dollars 
and  fifty  cents. 

For  provisions,  six  hundred  and  seventy-three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars 
and  fifty  centt. 

For  medicine,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Fcr  contingent  expenses,  including  freight, 
transportation,  and  recruiting  expenses,  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance,  ammuniiion,  and  military  stores, 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharves,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  sixty  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  the  same,  eighteen 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  by 
Commodore  Macdonough,  on  Lake  Champlain. 
such  sum  as  shall  be  agreed  upon,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  President,  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  J.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved.  March  3,  1815. 


An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts  impoaing 
duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty 
on  tonnage,  between  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  and  between  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels 
of  the  United  States, 

Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a 
discriminating  duty  of  tonnage,  between  foreign 
vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  ia 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  so  far  as 
the  same  respecls  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
the  nation  to  which  such  foreign  ships  or  vessels 
may  belong.  Such  repeal  to  lake  effect  in  favor 
of  any  foreign  nation,  whenever  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  dis- 
criminating or  countervailing  duties  of  such  for- 
eign nation,  so  far  as  they  operate  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  United  States,  have  been  abol- 
ished. 

Approved,  March  3,  1815. 

An  Act  for  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  shall  consist 
of  such  proportions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  rifle- 
men, not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  ten  thousand 
men.  ts  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
judge  proper,  and  that  the  corps  of  engineers,  as 
at  present  established,  be  retained. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
corps  of  artillery  shall  have  the  same  organization 
as  IS  prescribed  by  the  act  passed  the  thirtieth  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen  j 
and  the  regiment  of  light  artillery  the  same  or- 
ganization as  is  prescribed  by  the  act  passed  the 
twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight ;  and  that  each  regiment  of  infantry 
and  riflemen  shall  consist  ot  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  one  adjutant,  one 
quartermaster,  one  paymaster,  one  surgeon,  and 
two  surgeons'  mates,  one  sergeant  major,  one 
quartermaster  sergeant,  two  principal  musicians, 
and  ten  companies;  each  company  to  consist  of 
one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  and  one  second 
lieutenant,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  two 
musicians,  and  sixty-eight  privates. 

Sec,  3,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  two  major  generals,  and  four   brigadier 
generals:  the  major  generals  to  be  entitled  to  two 
aidsde-camp,  and  the  brigadier  general?  to  one 
[  aid-de-camp,  each,  to  be  taken  from  the  subalterns 
[of  the   line;   four  brigade   inspectors,   and    four 
brigade  quartermasters,  and  such  number  of  hos- 
j  pital  surgeons  and  surgeon's  males,  as  the  service 
,  may  require,  not  exceeding  five  surgeons  and  fif- 
teen mates,  wiih  one  steward  and  one  wardmas- 
ter    to  each    hospital.     The   brigade    inspectors, 
appointed  under  this  aci,  shall  be  taken  frum  the 
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mitted  to  Congress,  pursuant  to  a  law  passed  the 
tenth  day  of  April,  eipliieen  hundred  and  si 


X,  on 


-.^  -  ,  J  -     -      —  |-  -     —  ^       ~ ..  ^     ft..  . . .  .« .  J 

Pr^ce  Establisjinaent,  shall  be  the  sarae  as  are  pre- 
s<f\1bed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  tiling  the 
MHitary  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
Sidtes,"  passed  sixteenth  March,  one  thousand 
e|j4it  hundred  and  two,  and  the  act.  entitled  '-An 
aa^ito  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mil- 


^35 

-(i 

l^v,  and   the  brigade  quartermasters,   the  adju- 
tii^ts,  regimental  quartermasters,  and  paymasters, 

fHn  the  subaJterns  of  the  line.  the  pension  listof  invalid  pensioners  of'ihe  United 

'McA.  And  b^  It  further  enacted,  That  the  com-  \  States,  according  to  the  rates,  and  to  commence 
r^'*sation,   subsistence,  and  clothing,  of  the  offi-  ;  at  the  times,  herein  mentioned  ;  that  is  to  sav  • 
c^,  cadets,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians.        Robert  Holberd,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
arMlicers,  and  privates,  composing   the  Military  I  month,    to  commence  on    the    thirtieth   day    of 
ahJi.l.mpnt  .h»ll  k«  .ho  .on.n  ,.  o,o  ....    March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Eh  Short,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-five centj,  per  month,  to  commence  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen. 

Spencer  Darnell,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
thousand  month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
ei||t  nundred  and  eight;  and  that  the  major  I  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen 
g^rals  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  compensa-  |  Abraham  Estes,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
tjp  as  is  provijled  by  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
1^  an  additional  military  force,"  passed  elev-  seventeenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eip  January,  yne   thousand  eight  hundred  and    fourteen. 

^^'**^-       »    ,  ,      ;  ^    ,r  ,   .    m,         .1      ^^'"'^   Tandy,  at   the  rate  of  one  dollar  and 

p:^'',     ;  'V*^,i\j'>[-'^^^^»«c/e(i,   That  the    twenty  five   cents   per   month,  to  commence  the 
n  A    ,u      ^   """''^  States  cause  to  be  ar-    seventeenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ra    *ed,  the  officers,    non-commissioned   officers.  [  fourteen. 

mUicians.  an*  privates,  of  the  several  corps  ef        Samuel  Sharon,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 

fifty  cents  per   month,  to  commence  the  seven- 
teenth   day   of  August,   eighteen    hundred    and 

,^  ,     }  ....- -V,.,  »..u     fourteen. 

c%»e  the  supernumerary  officers,  non  commis-  I  Alexander  Naisraith.  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
sif;-ed  officers,  rnusicians,  and  privates,  to  be  dis-  !  and  filty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  twen- 
ch  vged  from  .he  service  of  the  United  States,  ,  tieth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  four- 
frdro  and  after  the  first  day  of  Mav  next,  or  as  j  teen,  =»  & 

soim  as  circumstances  may  permit.  '  I      haac  Gray,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  and  sixty- 


tr^^ps  now  in  »he  service  of  the  United  States, 
in«jch  a  manyer  as  to  form  and  complete  out 
of^'tje  «ame  the  corps  authorized  by  this  act,  and 


.^cc.  6,  And  be  tl  further  enacted,  That  to 
eiitii  commissioned  officer,  who  shall  be  deranged 
ky^firlue  of  this  act,  there  ihall  be  allowed  and 

T\U%r4        in     Or1/1trir*n       f  r\    fk^      v^«ka»    a«.I     »,..■.,.  I.. .^-       _a 


I^i   in  add.iicn   to  the  pay  arid  emoluments  to         „.  .. ....«...,  u.   uit-  raie  oi   ,wo  aoiiar 

wr]:h  they  w.l    be  entitled  by  law  at  the  time  of    and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  twen 


six  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

Thomas  "Williams,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 


a^iMlischarge.t^ree  months'  pay.  |  ty-seventh  day"  of  July,  eighteen' h'uVdVedVnd 

•  tSjc,  7.    And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ,  fourteen. 

'lt%^^  corps  authorized  by  this  act.  s^hall  b«  sub-  |      John  R.  Rappleye,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollar. 
^{.Jr  to  the  rule,  and  articles  of  war.  be  recruited  I  per  month,  to  commence  the  second  day  of  Sep- 
i4|<&e  same  ms^nner,  and  with   the  same  limita-  i  lember,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 
Hjftj;  and   tha{  officers,  non-cornmissioned  offi-        John  Sweeny,  at  .he  rate  of  seven  dollars  and 
c4s^music.ans,.andprivatessha  I  be  entitled  to  ,  fifty   cents   per   month,    to  commence    inesev 

thf^meprovisjun  for  woundsanddisab.lit.es.  the  enteenthofMarch,eighteenhundredand  fourteen, 
saj^  provis  on;Jor  widows  and  children,  and  the  I  Joshua  Merrill,'at%he  rate  of  two  dollarsTnd 
saLe  benefits  ^nd  allowances  in  every  respect,  '  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  fourth  of 
n*- inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen 
asiHje  authorized  by  the  act  of  sixteenth  March,  Grieve  Drummond.  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
oAflhousandei^ht  hundred  and  two.  entitled  -An  ,  per  month,  to  commence  the  wenty-e^hth  day 
a(^4r,fix.ng  the  ,M'  'tary  Peace  Establishment  of  ,  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen 

o^^houL'nT'etY  'h'  t  r'^V'^  ]"'''  ^P^''-        ^"'^^  ''^'^'-^  'he  rate  o?  two  d  1     r  frd  fifty 

^t;  acMo  ra.st^  eight  entitled  '  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  thirtieth  day 

iLrv    orcel'  and   thT/'^K    T'  *"  "'^^'f '°°«^  ,  ^^^J^ovember,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

'fi.Kfri^L  o  the  recruuing  officer,    month,  to  commence   the   twelfth   day  of  July 

be  the  sanie  as  are  allow.,J  h.  .i..  ,r.,„„,.,,    eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen.  ^' 

Grant  Taylor,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
^ovember,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Henry  Bateman.  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  .seventeenth  day  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

John  Norton,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fitly  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  eleventh 
day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 


p5  be  the  saaije  as  are  allowed  by  the  afo 
,M  the  the  i2ih  of  April,  one  thousand 


resaid 
eight 


hiM<|lred  and  eiiht. 

j    Approved,  M.nrch  J,  1815. 

iji  j     

,     J  j     An  .Act  ctincerning  Invalid  Pensioners. 

^:  it  enacted: i^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
•ind  he  IS  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
Oi  ;tamed  perscbs,  whose  claims  have  been  trans- 
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say 

Charles  Hunton.  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  four- 
teenth day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

Thomas  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  twenty-ninth  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 


Jesse  Young,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  sixth  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 

Daniel  Averill.  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  third  day 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

John  Bell,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  the  ninth  day  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fourteen. 

Minny  Ryneason,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  sixth 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen, 

William   Bond,  at   the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  eighth  day  of  Decem-  i 
ber.  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Richard  Osburn.  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  fifth  day 
of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Julius  Turner,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
eighteenth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

William  Cook,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

John  Frazer,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
sixteenth  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fourteen. 

Christopher  Sites,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  filly  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  sev- 
enteenth day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifteen, 

William  Barton,  at  the  rale  of  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen, 

William  Berry,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  locoramence  the  thirty-first  day  of  March 
eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen, 

James  McNeal,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Emanuel  Kent,  junior,  at  the  rale  of  five  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  the  thirteenth  day 
of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Jeremiah  Searcy,  of  South  Carolina,  at  the 
rate  of  five  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
from  the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  persons,  already  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  wliose 
claims  for  an  increase  of  pension  have  been  trans- 
muted to  Congress  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid. 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  an- 
nexed to  their  names.  The  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  times  herein  mentioned  ;  that  is  to 


Samuel  White,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy.five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fourteen. 

Thomas  Machin.  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

John  McClennon,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  third  day  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Richard  Gressum.  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  eighth  day  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Approved,  March  3.  1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  a  library  room,  and  for  transporting 
the  library  lately  purchased. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  a  proper  apartment  to  be  immediately  se- 
lected and  prepared  for  a  library  room,  and  to 
cause  tfte  library,  lately  purchased  from  Thomas 
Jefl'erson,  to  be  placed  therein  during  the  ensuing 
recess  of  Congress. 

Sec,  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the  ac- 
count of  the  expenditures  incurred  under  this  act; 
and  that  the  amount  so  settled  shall  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved.  March  3.  1815. 


An  Act  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment, 
Be  it  enacted.  fc„  That  in  addition  to  the  sums 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  annually,  for  three  years, 
towards  the  purchase  and  supply  of  a  stock  o^ 
every  description  of  timber  required  for  ship 
biiilding,  and  other  naval  purposes,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriateJ. 
Approved.  .March  3,  1315. 


An  .Act  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  acts,  or  parts  of 
acts,  which  prohibit  the  entrance  tJf  the  vessels 
of  any  foreign  nation  into  the  harbors  or  waters 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
"Act  to  prohibit  American  vessels  from  proceed- 
ing to,  or  trading  with,  the  enemies  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the 
sixth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  .4/1^  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  "'Act 
to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  passes,  granted 
by  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,''  passed 
the  second  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirteen,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
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;  ft f:.  4.  And  be-it further  enacted^  That  all  pen 

lillYi  and  forfeitures  which  have  been   incurred 

Ijy  vfriuf 

,bii/be 

ViaE^t^r  as   if  tli( 

i^orW.  ! 

•    SJiproved.  March  3.  1815. 


Ijy  vtriue  of  ihejacts,  or  parts  of  acts,  repealed, 
'■  "*    be  hereby  Recovered  and  distributed  in  like 
as   if  tije   same    had  continued    in  full 


An|^ct  increasing  the  compensation  allowed  the  Ser- 
i  ^%nt«-at-Arm8  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
I  B^^alives,  andot  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant  Door- 
i  ^''jfilP*'"  of  the  S<;nace  and  House  of  Representatires. 
♦  if^it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
ilf«)ly  allowed  Jjy  law  to  the  Sergeants-at-Arms 
r»f  ^  Senate  an  1  House  of  Representatives,  and 
tiie^oor keeper  and  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the 
^f  ^te  and  Houie  of  Represeatatives,  be  entitled 
;a  piteive,  annuiilly,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
itttjtlloilars,  respectively,  and  that  the  additional 
(«(>{»ensation  here  allowed  be  considered  to  take 
eft^S  frum  the  fij-si  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
(.isj^l  hundred  ai.d  fourteen. 

"  rffiproved,  Ma-rch  3,  1815. 
«  •  t  .* 

.iH  •    

Ao-ilct  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum   not  exceeding 
teen  mdlioin  four  hundred  and  fifty-two  ihou- 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

\  P^'it  enacted,  of-c,  That  the  President  of  the 
IJJ^ijtd  States  bt"^  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
l)C*Ti»w.  ou  the  C'i;edit  of  the  United  Slates,  a  sum 
i{(t  fxceeding  tjghteen  millions  four  hundred 
fJf?yiiwo  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
%jfpt^'d,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
4.te3».-ury,  or  which  may  be  received  from  other 
spirits,  to  defray  any  expenses  which  have  been, 
c^;(^ring  the  pveseni  year,  may  be,  authorized 
t^y  \^,  and  for  which  appropriations  have  been, 
(tr,  ^itiring  the  f.resent  year,  may  be,  made  by 
\^9i'^  Provided,  That  no  engagement  or  contract 
!«h^^  be  entered  into,  which  shall  preclude  the 
0O^d  States  frcrra  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums 
thl^j^borrowed,  at  any  time  aHer  the  expiration 
(jf  if^drelve  years  from  the  last  day  of  December 

^  fc.  2.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec 
r^l2tf|  of  the  Trea^sury,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
IJre^^lent  of  he  United  States,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
a^ut^Jrized  to  caupe  to  be  constituted  certificates  of 
5?o«||^  signed  by  ti^ie  Register  of  the  Treasury, or  by 
^-C(*^missionero(loans.forthesum  to  be  borrowed 
hy  jgfs  act.  or  foB  any  part  thereof,  and  the  same 
I,)  l|r  sold.  Andiihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
sfia,«jlay  before  L^ongress,  during  the  first  week 
ip"  ills  month  off  February,  one  thousand  eight 
l|t(i|i|'ed  and  sixtt'en,  an  account  of  all  the  moneys 
qbt|,  "led  by  the  s.ile  of  the  certificates  of  stock,  in 
waller  atoresai^.  together  with  a  statement  of 


theS  ite  at  whicl^  the  same  may  have  been  sold. 
;  a  '.  3.  Aiul  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Scc- 


I' 

;t*;  '  of  the  Tr<<asury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
ch  ;ed,  with  tl»e  approbation  of  the  President 
(if  ip  United  Stajes.  to  employ  an  agent  or  agents, 
Ijorpe  purpose  o^'  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the 
Ipaniuthori/ed  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part 
<if^- stock  to  bf  created   by  virtue  thereof.     A 

i  ^' 


commission,  not  exceeding  one-quarter  of  one 
per  centum,  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for  which 
subscriptions  shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  may 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  towich 
agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
theTreasury. nototherwiseappropriated,  is  hereby 
appropriated,  for  paying  the  amount  of  such  com- 
mission or  commissions  as  may  be  thus  allowed 
and  also  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  printing 
and  issuinjr  the  subscription  certificates,  and  cer- 
tificates of  stock,  and  other  expenses  incident  to 
the  completing  of  the  loan  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriation 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  wanted  for  that  pur- 
pose.after  satisfyiogthe  necessary  sumsforthe  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  and  such  part  of  the  prin- 
cipal, of  the  said  debt,  as  the  United  Stales  are 
now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is 
hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest,  and  for  the  reinabursement  of  the 
principal,  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by 
virtue  of  this  act.  It  shall,  accordingly,  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commisionersof  the  Sinking  Fund,  to 
cause  to  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the  said  fund, 
yearly,  such  «um  and  sums  as  may  be  annually 
wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  accruing  on  the 
said  stock,  and  to  reimburse  the  principal,  as  the 
same  may  become  due  and  may  be  discharged  ia 
conformity  with  the  terms  of^  the  loan.  And 
they  are  further  authorized  to  apply,  from  tinae 
to  time,  such  sum  or  sums,  ou:  of  the  said  fund, 
as  they  may  think  proper,  towards  redeeming,  by 
purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  above  par.  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  siiid  stock,  or  any  part  thereof.  And 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged 
to  establish  sufficient  revenues  for  making  good 
any  deficiency  that  may  hereafter  take  place  in 
the  funds  heroby  appropriated  for  paying  the  said 
interest  and  principal  sums,  or  any  of  them,  id 
manner  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum  authorized 
to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  anything  in 
any  of  their  cliarters  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
accept,  in  payment  of  any  loan  obtained  in  virtue 
of  this  act,  such  Treasury  notes  as  have  been  ac- 
tually issued  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  and 
which  were  made  by  law  a  chargeupon  the  sinking 
fund,  such  Treasury  notes  to  be  credited  for  the 
principal  thereof  and  the  amount  of  interest  ac- 
tually accrued  at  the  time  of  the  payment. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  to  be  paid  the  interest  upon  the  Treasury 
notes  which  have  become  due,  and  remain  un- 
paid, as  well  with  respect  to  the  time  elapsed  be- 
fore they  became  due,  as  with  respect  to  the  time 
that  shall  elapse  after  they  become  due,  and  until 
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funds  shall   be  assigned  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  Treasury  notes,  and  notice  thereof  shall  be 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Approved,  March  3,  1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  ascerUining  and  surveying 
of  the  boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  Treaty  with  the 
Creek  ludiani^,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  aNCertained  and  surveyed  the  boun- 
dary line  designated  by  the  Treaty  with  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians,  concluded  on  the  ninth 
day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  and  that  the  same  be  distinctly  marked, 
in  all  such  places,  except  where  water-coursfs 
are  described,  as  the  boundary  by  the  said  treaty  ; 
and  for  this  purpose  the  President  of  the  United 
Statesshall  have  power  toappoint.by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  three  commis- 
sioners, whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed,  ex- 
clusive of  travelling  expenses,  the  rate  of  eight  dol- 
lars per  day,  during  the  time  of  actual  service  of 
such  commissioners,  in  ascertaining  and  survev- 
ing  the  said  boundary  line  ;  they  shall  have  power 
to  employ  a  skilful  surveyor,  who  shall  be  allowed 
five  dollars  per  day.  and  two  chainmen  and  a 
marker,  who  shall  each  be  allowed  two  dollars 
per  day,  in  full  for  their  services. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  commissioners,  on  completing  the  ascertain- 
ment and  survey  aforesaid,  shall  make  out  three 
accurate  plats  of  the  survey  of  the  said  boundary 
line,  one  ot  which  they  shall  transmit  to  the  Sec- 
reury  of  Siate,  one  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  the  other  to 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  Stales  to  which  the 
Indian  title  was  extinguished  by  the  aforesaid 
treaty,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  formed  into  a 
land  district;  and  for  the  disposal  thereof  a  land 
oflice  shall  be  established,  which  shall  be  kept  at 
such  convenient  place  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  direct  ;  and.  for  the  said  land 
office,  a  register,  and  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
shall  he  appointed,  who  shall  give  security  in  the 
same  manner,  in  the  same  sums,  and  whose  com- 
pensation, emoluments,  duties,  and  authority, 
shall,  in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  relation  to 
the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  of  at  their  office, 
as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  in  relation  to 
the  registers  and  receivers  of  public  moneys,  in 
the  several  land  offices  established  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
powers  vested  by  law  in  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  ihe  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, shall  extend  over  all  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  Slates  to  which  the  Indian  title  was 
extinguished  by  the  aforesaid  treaty,  and  the 
•same  shall  be  surveyed  in  the  manner,  and  for 
the  same  compensation,  as  other  public  lands  m 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 


P,?c!S'    ;    r'*^  ^^'^  farther  enacted.    That  the 

President  of  the  United  Stales  ,s  hereby  author- 
ized, whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper,  to  direct 
so  much  of  the  public  lands,  I  ving  in  th^  said  dis- 
rict,  as  shall  have  been  surveyed  in  conformity 
to  this  act  to  be  offered  for  sale.     All  such  lands 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  numbered 
sixteen,  which  shall  be  reserved  in  each  townshm 
for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  same  with 
exception  also  of  one  entire  township,  to  be  loca- 
ted by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  use 
of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  wiih  the  exception 
of  any  tracts  of  land  reserved  to  the  Indians  bv 
the  said   treaty  shall  be  ofi^ered   to  the  highest 
bidder,  under  the  direction  of  the  register  and 
receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  said  land  office 
on  such  day  or  days  as  shall,  by  a  public  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be 
designated   for   that   purpose.     The  public  sales 
shall  remain  open  for  three  weeks,  and  no  longer; 
and  the  lands  shall    be  sold  for  a  price  not  les^ 
than  that  which  has  been,  or  may  be,  fixed  bv  law 
for  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ; 
and  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold  in  tracts 
of  the  same  size,  on  the  same  terras  and  condi- 
tions, as  have  been,  or  may  be.  by  law  provided 
for  the  other  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory.     The  superintendents  of  the  said  public 
sales  shall  receive  six  dollars,  each,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  said   sales.     All   lands,  other 
than  those  reserved  as  aforesaid,  and  excepted  as 
aboveraentioned,  remaining  unsold  at  the  closing 
of  the  public  sales,  and  which   had   been  offered 
at   the  said   sales,  may  be  disposed  of  at  private 
sale,  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  in  the  same 
manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  for  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  as 
are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  tb« 
other  public   lands  of  ihe  United   States  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory.     And  patents  shall  be  ob- 
tained fur  the  lands  sold  in  the  said  district  in  the 
same  manner,  and  on  the  same  terms,  as  for  other 
public  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  any  or  all  of  the  aforesaid  commission- 
ers during  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 

Sec  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  twenty-five  tiiousand  dollars,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act 
into  effect. 
Approved,  March  3,  1815. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  Vessels  cap- 
tured on  Lake  Champlain. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  purchased  the  British  vessels  which 
were  captured  on  Lake  Champlain  by  the  Amer- 
ican squadron,  on  tiie  eleventh  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen  ;  and 
the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  such  captured 
vessels,  when  duly   made  and  returned   to  the 
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Njrjfy  Department,  shall  be  distributed  as  prize 
m^ey  among  [he  captors  or  their  beir!>. 
t    ^pprored.  March  3,  1815. 
^i*^  ;  

A(C  'Act  for  the  protection  of  the  Commerce  of  the 

Jfi^United  Stat«j  against  the  Algerine  Cruisers. 
••  ■ 

Styhereas  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  on  the  coast  of 
B|(i)ary,  has  cx)ramenced  a  predatory  warfare 
•ait.^f^s'  ^^^  United  States — 

^^  it  enacted: d^c.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  fully 
to»^uip.  officerj  man,  and  employ,  such  of  the 
arcfd  vessels  (jf  the  United  States  as  may  be 
justed  requisitif  by  the  President  of  the  United 
S  •|es  for  proti'cting  effectually  the  commerce 
attl,  seamen  thereof  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the 
Biptjiterranean.  and  adjoinmg  seas. 

t^^^c.  2.  And  Ik  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
li^&wful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 


oflBcers,  and  men.  of  the  capturing  vessel,  and 
shall  be  distributed  according  to  the  agreement 
which  shall  have  been  made  between  them  or. 
in  failure  of  such  agreement,  according  to  the 
discretion  of  the  court  having  cognizance  of  the 
capture. 

Approved.  March  3,  1815. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  .\n  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  8tate§.  and  to 
provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  and 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  pubhc  credit,  by  laymg  dutiea 
on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches." 

-T ,       ^    :  ^^  '^  enacted,  fc,  That,   instead  of  the  first 

U.i^struct  the  dpmmanders  of  the  respective  pub-  ;  day  of  February  next,  prescribed,  by  (he  "  act  to 
lie*  Vessels  aforersaid,  to  subdue,  seize,  and  make  j  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
jKidfe  of,  all  vesj^els,  goods,  and  effects,  of  or  be-  i  penses  of  Government,  and  mamtaining  the  pub- 
fo^jing  to  the  IPey  of  Algiers,  or  to  his  subjects,  lie  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
«RK;to  bring  of  send  the  same  into  port,  to  be  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collect- 
-    Reeded   agaiij^t  and   disuibuted  according  to  j  ing  the  same,"  to  the  principal  assessors  to  direct 

J  II        I       ,         ^^j  cause  the  several  assistant  assessors  to  in- 

quire after  and  concerning  all  lands  and  other 
objects  taxed,  the  first  day  of  April  next  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  prescribed  for  that  purpose. 
And  that  the  time  prescribed,  in  the  thirty-ninth 
seciioD  of  the  said  act.  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  notify  the  collectors  of  the  several 
collection  districts  to  proceed  to  the  collection  of 


laK;  and,  also,  to  cause  to  be  done  all  such  other 
acV^of  precaution  or  hostility,  as  the  stale  of  war 
wji:  justify,  and  may,  in  his  opinion,  require. 

y^;c.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  the 
afification  of  tjie  owners  of  private  armed  ves- 
sef^of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
^ft-^el  States  iiay  grant  them  special  commis- 
bkJC,  in    the  foi^ni  which   he  shall   direct,  under 


thij-seal  of  the  Vnited  States;  and  such  private  !  the  direct  tax.  after  the  current  year,  shall  be 
arjl^'d  vessels.  When  so  commissioned,  shall  have  |  some  day  in  the  month  of  May.  instead  of  the 
thifike  authori^jy  for  subduing,  seizing,  taking,  .  month  of  February. 

an|k^  bringing  fnto  port,  any  Algerine  vessel,  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
go*(ls,  or  effects,  as  the  beforementioned  public  j  thirteenth  section  of  the  "act  to  provide  addi- 
art4'd  vessels  may  by  law  have;  and  shall  there-  tional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
in^  subject  toi  the  instructions  which  may  be  ,  ernment.  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
gitjn  by  the  PiJesidcnt  of  the  United  States  for  |  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold 
thllregulatioa  d"  their  conduct;  and  their  com-  ,  and  silver  watches,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
mlfions  shall  ^re  revocable  at  his  pleasure:  Pro-  \  so  amended,  as  that  the  several  acts  required  to 
ci*^,  That  b«.fore  any  commission  shall  be  j  be  performed  previously  to  or  during  the  month 
grfil'ted  as  aforesaid,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  of  February,  in  any  year,  may  and  shall  be  per- 
vejv^ls  for  which  the  same  may  be  requested,  and  formed  previously  to  or  during  the  month  of 
tbf  pommander  thereof  for  the  time  being,  shall  \  May,  in  any  year,  as  the  case  may  be,  which  last 
gi^i^bond  to  the  United  States,  with  at  least  two  I  month,  instead  of  February,  shall  be  taken  as  the 

su^  vessel  be  provided  with  more  than  one  bun-    be   the  duty  of  the   principal   assessor,  in  every 


gi*i^bond  to  the  United  Stj 
revfinsible  sure^es,  not  int( 
ml^be  penal  suni  of  seven  t 


erested  in  such  vessel, 
housand  dollars,  or,  if 


lime  referred   to  therein  lor   taking  the  lists  of 
roperty  under  a  general  assessment ;  and  it  shall 


dryland  fifty  m|»n.  in  the  penal  sum  of  fourteen 
th  \|«and  dollar^,  with  condition  for  observing 
th^l  treaties  and.|  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
th4  tostruriions  tvhich  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
acf'ialso  for  saii^fying  all  damages  and  injuries 
wiAch  shall  be  d()ne  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof, 
byftpch  commissioned  vessel,  and  for  delivering 
upjiiie  commission  when  revoked  by  the  Presi- 
dv£uof  the  United  States. 

fcc.  4.  And  f^  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
Al^rine  vessel,  igoods.  or  effects,  which  may  be 
^o».^ptured  and  arou^ht  into  port,  by  any  private 
^rif  ^d  vessel  of  ^|he  United  States,  duly  comrais- 
^iof  fd  as  aforesaid,  may  be  adjudged  good  prize. 
}»a|  Uhercupon  Jthall   accrue  to  the  owners,  and 

:    U 


year,  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  month  of  May.  to  make  out  and  deliver 
to  the  collector,  the  lists  as  is  required  to  be  ren- 
dered by  the  said  last  mentioned  act,  to  which 
this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  the  like  alteration 
hereby  made  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  said  act, 
shall  and  hereby  is  made  in  the  other  sections 
thereof,  so  far  as  any  acts  depending  thereon  are 
thereby  required  to  be  done. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
publication  to  be  made  by  the  collectors,  to  be 
designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
that  purpose,  as  prescribed  and  required  in  the 
twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth  sections  of  the 
act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  shall,  in- 
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stead  of  being  printed  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least 
one  newspaper  published  in  the  State,  as  therein 
provided,  be  printed,  at  least  once  a  week,  for 
eight  weeks  in  succession,  in  every  newspaper 
within  the  State  in  which  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  by  public  authority  published  ;  and  for 
which  printing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  and 
allow  a  price  proportionate  to  the  price  of  the 
other  public  printing  done  in  said  papers,  and  no 
more. 

Approved,  March  3,  1815. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  Board  of  Navy  Commission- 
ers to  appoint  Clerks. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  appoint  two  clerks,  to  be  attached  to  their 
office,  who  shall  receive  for  their  services  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  each  per  an- 
num. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for 
this  purpose  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  is 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
io  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved.  March  3,  1815. 


An  -Act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties 
on  Imports  and  Tonnage. 

Be  it  enacted,  «fc.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  inspector, 
of  the  customs,  as  well  in  an  adjoining  district 
as  that  to  which  he  belongs,  to  enter  on  board, 
search,  and  examine,  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or 
raft,  and  if  he  shall  find  on  board  the  same  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which  he  shall 
have  probable  cause  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty, 
the  payment  of  which  is  intended  to  be  evaded, 
or  have  been  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
any  manner  contrary  to  law,  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  trial. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  collector,  naval  officer, 
surveyor,  or  inspector  of  the  customs,  as  well  in 
any  adjoining  district  as  that  to  which  he  be- 
longs, to  slop,  search,  and  examine,  any  carriage 
or  vehicle,  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  and  to  stop 
any  person  travelling  on  foot,  or  beast  of  burden, 
on  which  he  shall  suspect  ihere  are  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  which  are  subject  to  duty,  or 
which  shall  have  been  introduced  into  the  United 
Sutes  in  any  manner  contrary  to  law;  and  if 
such  officer  shall  find  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, on  any  such  carriage,  vehicle,  person 
travelling  on  fool,  or  beast  of  burden,  which  he 
shall  have  probable  cause  to  believe  are  subject 
to  duty,  or  have  been  unlawfully  introduced  into 
the  United  States,  he  shall  seize  and  secure  the 
same  for  trial.  And  if  any  of  the  said  officers  of 
the  customs  shall  suspect  that  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  which  are  subject  to  duty,  or 
shall  have  been  introduced  into  the  United  States 
contrary  to  law,  are  concealed  in  any  particular 
dwelling-house,  store,  or  other  building,  he  shall, 


upop  proper  application,  on  oath,  to  any  judge  or 

justice  of  the  peace,   be  entitled   to  a   warrant, 

directed  tosuch  officer.who  is  herebyauthorized  to 

serve  the  same,  to  enter  such  house,  store,  or  other 

building,  in  the  day  time  only,  and  there  to  search 

and  examine  whether  there  are  any  goods,  wares, 

or  merchandise,  which  are  subject  to  duty,  or 

have  been  unlawfully  imported  ;  and  if,  on  such 

search  or  examination,  any  such  goods,  wares,  or 

merchandise,  shall  be  found,  which  there  shall  be 

probable  cause  tor  the  officer  making  such  search 

or  examination  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty,  or 

have  been  unlawfully  introduced  into  the  United 

States,  he  shall  seize  and  secure  the  same  for 

trial :  Provided  always,  That  the  necessity  of  a 

search  warrant,  arising  under  this  act,  shall,  in 

I  no  case,  be  considered  as  applicable  to  any  car- 

!  riage,  wagon,  cart,   sleigh,  vessel,   boat,  or  other 

i  vehicle,  of  whatever  form  or  construction,  em- 

j  ployed  as  a  medium  of  transportation,  or  to  pack- 

j  ages  on  any  animal  or  animals,  or  carried  by  man 

on  foot. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
collector  of  the  customs  shall  have  authority,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  principal  officer  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  employ,  within  his  dis- 
trict, such  number  of  proper  persons,  as  inspectors 
of  the  customs,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary,  who 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  officers  of  the  customs; 
and  the  said  inspectors,  before  they  enter  on  the 
duties  of  their  offices,  shall  lake  and  subscribe,  be- 
fore the  collectors  appointing  them,  or  before 
some  magistrate  within  their  respective  districts, 
authorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  the  fol- 
lowing oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit :  '•  I, , 

having  been  appointed  an  inspector  of  the  cus- 
toms, within  and  for  the  district  of ,  do  sol- 
emnly, sincerely,  and  truly,  swear,  (or  affirm,  as 
the  case  may  be.)  that  I  will  diligently  and  faith- 
fully execute  the  duties  of  the  said  office  of  in- 
spector, and  will  use  my  best  endeavors  to  pre- 
vent and  detect  frauds  and  violations  against  the 
'  laws  of  the  United  States.     I  further  swear  (or 
affirm)   that  I  will  support   the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States." 
I      Sec.  4.  AtuI  be  it  further  enacted,   That  any 
I  collector,   naval   officer,  surveyor,   or   inspector, 
when  proceeding  to  make  any  search  or  seizure, 
j  authorized  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
I  empowered  to  command  any  person  who  shall  be 
I  within  ten  miles  of  the  place  where  such  search 
I  or  seizure  shall   be  made,  to  aid  and  assist  such 
j  officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duly  therein  ;  and 
I  if  any  person,  being  so  commanded,  shall  neglect 
I  or  refuse  to  aid  and  assist  such  officer  in  making 
'  such  search  or  seizure,  the  person  so  negleciing 
or  refusing  shall  forfeit  and    pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
I  ceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  and  not  less  than 
'  fifty  dollars.     And  such  officer  may  also  demand, 
I  in  cases  of  resistance,  the  assistance  ol  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  or  any  of  his  deputies,  who 
shall  call  upon  the  posse  of  the  district,  if  neces- 
sary, io  his  or  iheir  judgment,  to  render  effectual 
the  execution  of  this  act;  and  all  citizens  or  in- 
habitants of  the  district,  above  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  able  to  travel,  who  refuse  or  neglect, 
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^  f)n   proper  rjbtice  from  the  marshal,  or  any  of 

h|>?  deputies.  tO;  join  such  posse,  shall  be  consid- 

•r^  guilty  o{  n  misdemeanor,  and  be  liable  to  be 

fi^M   in  any  sym   not  exceedinir  three  hundred 

J  d4;*lars.  and  be  imprisoned  for  any  terra  not  ex- 

•  e|tjdinar  three  months. 

•  |.^EC.  5.  And  i>€  it  further  enacted.  That  the  for- 
fiijures  and  pejalties  mentioned  in  this  act.  shall 

sued  for.  prooecuJed,  and  recovered,  or  inflict- 
by  action  of  debt,  or  by  information  or  indict- 
it,  in  any  cijurt  competent  to  take  cognizance 
•eof  and  try>the  same;  and  that  all  forleiiures 
penalties,  ^»)  recovered   by  virtue  of  this  act, 
1,  after  deductinor  all  proper  costs  and  charges, 
/lisposed  ol  ^  follows:  one  moiety  shall  be  for 
i:  use  of  the;  United  States,  and  paid  into  the 
Ij^^a^^ury  thereof  by  the  collector  recovering  the 
s^ie  ;  the  oihej  moiety  shall  be  divided  between, 
ai|(|  paid   in  etfual  proportions  to,  the  collector 
an|  naval  officer  of  the  district  and  surveyor  of 
tb^lport.  wherein  the  same  shall  have  been  in- 
cifjed,  to  such  oi  the  said  officers  as  there  may 
b«  in   the  said  district :  and   in   disirict.s   where 
Of  If  one  of  tbe, aforesaid  offices  shall    have  been 
es  ^lished,  the  (laid  raoiety  shall  be  given  to  such 
•of  ,jer:  Provid^l.  That  where  the  seizure  shall 
hi  re  been  raaclfc   by  any  inspector  or  inspectors 
ot  Vpf  the  presejice  of  the  collector,  naval  officer. 
or  .-^irveyor,  suc,4i  inspector  or  inspectors  shall  be 
en  rjled.  in  addition  to  such  other  compensation 
as  !:|ay  be  allowed  them,  to  twenty-tive  per  cent, 
or,  -jie  moiety  hi-rein  given  to  the  collector,  naval 
ofi  ;.^r,  and  survi-yor.  as  aforesaid,  or  to  either  oi 
th  ip:  And protdded also.  That  ui  all  cases  where 
sujlj  forfeitures  jind  penalties  shall  be  recovered, 
in  ^^rsuance  of'informaiion  given  to  such  collec- 
Joi  iiaval  office*,  or  survey^>r,  by  any  private  in- 
soi  ider,  the  one-naif  of  sued  moiety  shall  be  given 
to  sjch  informtt.  and  the  remainder  thereof  shall 
<be  uBsposed  of  between  trie  collector,  naval  officer 
an  i^urveyor.  lu.  manner  aforesaid,  and  the  same 
ah  -jvance  ol   twenty-five  per  cent,  to  inspectors 
wl  .>i  the  seizur-  is  madr-  by  them  as  aforesaid  • 
All  ^provided  la^euise,  That  whenever  the  value 
of  (*e  property  ^iized,  condemned,  and  sold,  under 
Ih  .^ct,  shall  be* less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
po  >Vs   that  pari  of  the  forfeiture  which  accrues 
to:  lie  United  Stjiles.  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
tejrtecessary,  shall   be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
lh4<^sts  of  prosecution :  And  it  ia further  provided 


Ti  >.y  if  any  offirjer  or  other  person,  entitled  to  a 
pa  \\ox  share  ol  ^ny  of  the  penalties  or  forfeitures 
Sn4>i-red  in  virii^e  of  this  act.  shall  be  necessary 
asitwitness  on  <ie  trial  for  such  penalty  or  for- 
get .^re,  such  offi(jer  or  other  person  may  be  a  wit- 
re  'upon  the  sail  trial,  but  in  such  case  he  shall 
no  receive  or  b4  entitled  to  any  part  or  share  of 
«h'  waid  penaltj^or  forfeiture;  and  the  part  or 
»h^  rf.  to  which  jhe  otherwise  would  have  been 
«n'  i4ed.  shall  re\(ert  to  the  United  States. 
'  Jijc.  G.  And  bi  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
^°^f  prosecutivn  be  commenced  in  any  State 
t°Ii  against  at^y  collector,  naval  officer,  sur- 
i-ejir.  inspector,  -or  any  other  officer  civil  or  mili- 
<ar»,  or  any  oij^er  person  aiding  or  assisting 
«g»|,.iable  to  the  jprovisions  of  this  act.  or  under 


color  thereof,  for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be 
done,  as  an  officer  of  the  customs,  or  for  anything 
done  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  under  color  thereof, 
and  the  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of  eniering 
his  appearance  in  such  court,  file  a  petition  for 
the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  at  the  next 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  holdeo 
in   the  district   where  the  suit   is   pending    and 
offer  good   and    sufficient   surety   for  his  enter- 
ing in  such   court,  on   the  first  day   of  its  ses- 
sion  copies  of  said  process  against  him,  and  also 
lor  his  there  appearing  at  the  court  and  eoterine 
special  bail  in  the  cause,  if  special  bail  wa,  origi- 
nally required  therein,  it  shall  then  be  the  duty  of 
the  State  court  to  accept  the  surety,  and  proceed 
no  farther  in  the  cause,  and  the  bail   thai  shall 
have  been  originally  taken  shall  be  discharged  • 
and  such  copies  being  entered  as  aforesaid  in  such 
court  of  the  United  Slates,  the  cause  shall  there 
proceed  in   the  same   manner  as  if  it  had  been 
brought  there   by  original  process,  whatever  may 
be  the  amount  of  the  sum  in  dispute  or  damages 
claimed,  or  whatever  the  citizenship  of  the  par- 
ties, any  lormer  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing ;  and  any  attachment  of  the  goods  or  estate  of 
the  defendant  by  the  original  process,  shall  hold 
the  goods  or  estate  so  attached  to  answer  the  final 
judgnaent.  in   the  same   manner  as  by  the   laws 
ot  such  Stale  they  would   have  been  holden  to 
answer  the  final  judgment  had  it  been  rendered 
by  the  court  in  which   the  suit  was  commenced. 
And  It  shall  be  lawful,  in  any  action  or  prosecu- 
tion  which   may  be  now  pending,  or   hereafter 
commenced,  before  any  State  court  whatever,  for 
anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done,  by  the  de- 
fendant, as  an   inspector  or  other  officer  of  the 
customs,  ulier  final  judgment,  for  either  party  to 
remove  and  transfer  by  appeal,  such  decision,  du- 
ring the  session   or  term  of  said  court  at  which 
the  same  shall  have  taken  place,  from  such  court 
to  the  next  circuit  court  of  the  United  States   to 
be  held  in  the  district  in  which  such  appeal  shall 
be  taken  in  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  person  taking  such  appeal,  to  produce 
and  enter  in  the  said  circuit  court  attested  copies 
of  the  process,  proceedings,  and  judgment  in  such 
cause;  and   it  shall  also  be  competent  for  either 
party,  within  six  months  of  the   rendition  of  a 
judgment  in  any  such  cause,  by  writ  of  error,  or 
other   process,  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
Stales  ol  that  district  in   which  such  judgment 
shall  have  been  rendered  ;  and  the  said  court  shall 
thereupon  proceed  to  try  and  determine  the  facts 
and  the  law  in  such  action,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  same   had   been   there  originally  com- 
menced, the  judgment  in  such  case  notwithstand- 
ing.    And  any  bail  which  may  have  been  taken, 
or  property  attached,  shall  be  holden  on  the  final 
judgment  of  the  said  circuit  court  in  such  action 
in   the  same  manner  as  if  no  such  removal  and 
iransler  had  been   made  as  aforesaid.     And  the 
State  court  from  which  any  such  action  may  be 
removed  and   transferred  as  aforesaid,  upoi  the 
prty's  giving  good  and  sufficient  security  for  the 
prosecution  thereof  shall  allow  the  same  to  be 
removed  and   tracsferred,  and  proceed  no  farther 
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in  the  case :  Provided,  hov^ver,  That  if  the  parly 
aforesaid  shall  fail  duly  to  enter  the  removal  and 
transfer  as  aforesaid  in  the  circuit  court,  agree- 
able to  this  act,  the  State  court,  by  which  judg- 
ment shall  have  been  rendered,  and  from  which 
the  transfer  and  removal  shall  have  been  made 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  authorized,  on  motion  for 
that  purpose,  to  issue  execution,  and  to  carry  into 
effect  any  such  judgment,  the  same  as  if  no  such 
removal  and  transfer  had  been  made:  Provided, 
neverthel^s.  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed 
to  apply  to  any  prosecution  for  an  offence  in- 
volving corporal  punishment.  And  provided  al- 
so, That  no  such  appeal  shall  be  allowed  in  any 
criminal  action  or  prosecution,  where  final  judg- 
ment shall  have  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the  de- 
fendant or  respondent,  by  the  State  court ;  and  in 
any  action  or  prosecution  against  any  person  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  to 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  any 
special  matter  in  evidence.  And  if  in  any  suit 
the  plaintiff  is  nonsuit,  or  judgment  pass  against 
him,  the  defendant  shall  recover  double  costs. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  any 
suit  or  prosecution  against  any  person,  for  any 
act  or  thing  done  as  an  officer  of  the  customs,  or 
any  person  aiding  or  assisting  such  officer  therein, 
and  judgment  shall  be  given  against  the  defend- 
ant, or  respondent,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  court, 
before  which  such  suit  or  prosecution  shall  be 
tried,  that  there  was  probable  cause  for  doing 
such  act  or  ihing,  such  court  shall  order  a  proper 
certificate  or  entry  to  be  made  thereof  and  in 
such  case  the  defendant  or  respondent  shall  not 
be  liable  for  costs,  nor  shall  he  be  liable  to  execu- 
tion, or  to  any  action  for  damages,  or  to  any  other 
mode  of  prosecution,  for  the  act  done  by  him  as 
aforesaid  :  Provided,  That  such  property  or  arti- 
cles as  may  be  held  in  custody  by  the  defendant, 
if  any,  be,  alter  judgment,  forthwith  returned  to 
the  claimant  or  claimants,  his,  her,  or  their  at^eni 
or  agents. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  for  one  year,  and  no 
longer;  Provided.  That  all  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  which  shall  have  been  incurred  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  act,  .shall  be  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  not  expired. 

Approved,  March  3,  1S15. 


torney,  respectively,  for  the  district  aforesaid,  be. 
mail  respects,  the  same,  within  their  said  dis- 
trict, as  the  terms  of  appointment  and  service, 
the  duties,  responsibilities,  and  emoluments  of  all 
other  marshals  and  district  attorneys,  respect- 
ively, within  their  respective  districts  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 
Approved,  March  3,  1815. 


I  An  Act  making  additional  appropriation  for  the  service 
of  the  ye»r  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

'  Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  preparing  certificates  of  registry  for  ships 
and  vessels,  and  for  furnishing  lists  of  crews,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  are 

I  hereby,  appropriated,  lo  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwi-^e  appropriated. 

;      Approved,  March  3  1815, 


An  Act  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ««An 
act  providins:  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claim- 
ants of  public  land^  in  the  Mississippi  Territory." 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  the  act.  entitled   'An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing 
lor  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimantsof  pub- 
lic lands  in  theMississippiTerritory,"shall  be, and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  decide,  in  a  sum- 
mary way,  upon  the  quantity  or  boundary  of  land 
contained  m  anv  grant  or  deed  exhibited   before 
them,  by  any  of  Rie  claimants  of  lands  released 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  belter  organization  of  the  UourU  of  the  United 
Stales,  within  the  Slate  of  New  York." 
Be  it  enacted,  dj-c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
appoint  one  person  as  marshal,  and  one  as  district 
attorney,  for  the  northern  judicial  district  of  ihe 
United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York, 
created  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, bearing  date  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen  ; 
and  that  the  terms  of  appointment  and  service, 
together  with  the  duties,  responsibilities,  and 
emoluments  of  the  said  marshal  and  district  at- 


to  the  United  Slates,  agreeably  to  the  said  act, 
according  to  such  maps,  surveys,  or  other  evidence, 
as  now  exist,  or  which  ihey  may  be  now  able  to 
procure,  without  requiring  or  permitting  any  other 
survey  to  be  made. 

Sec.  2.   And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the 
said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  allow  and  receive,  in  all  cases,  ex- 
cept   those  where  femraes  couvertes  are  parties, 
as  sufficient  legal  releases,  assignments,  and  pow- 
ers, required   by  said   act.  and   the   supplement 
thereto,  and  as  lawful  conveyances,  all  such  in- 
siruments  as  may  be  executed  by  the  parly,  or 
his,  her,  or  their  attorney  or  attorneys,  lawfully 
empowered,  and  either  acknowledged  by  the  party 
making  the  same,  before  some  judge,  or  justice 
of  the  peace,  notary  public,  mayor,  recorder,  or 
alderman,  of  a  corporation,  or  master  in  chancery, 
or  one  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  proved,  by 
other  evidence,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commis- 
sioners, to  have  been  duly  executed  by  the  party. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That   the 
said  commissioners  shall  be.  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized,  in  all  cases  where  ihe  releases, assign- 

I  ments,  and  powers,  required  by  ihf  act  aforesaid. 

I  already  presented,  or  which  may  be  presented  on 
or  before  the  third  .Monday  in  March  instant,  or 
powers  of  attorney  by  which  said  releases  shall 
have  been,  or  shall  be,  made,  shall  be.  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  defectively 
drawn  or  executed,  to  allow  a  further  time,  not 
exceeding  two  months,  from  and  af'er  the  said 
third  Monday  m  March  instant,  to  perfect  the 
same. 
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|Ec.  4.  And^'he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
sa  (1  coraraissioi|Prs  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
ai  (Horized  to  .-jdmit  and  fiaally  settle  all  such 
t\  iKms  as  have  peen,  or  may  be.  within  the  time 
li  i*ted,  duly  rfCeased.  assigned,  and  transferred, 
t',  ^le  United  Spates,  anything  in  the  said  origi- 
n  i^ct,  or  any  supplement  thereto,  to  the  contrary 
n  riviihstandin*  ;  and  toadniinister  oaths,  or  take 
ailfmations.  anij  to  compel  the  attendance  of  wil- 
es, in  all  cafes  where  necessary, 
c.  5.  And  -be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
ident  of  ih^  United  States  shall  be,  and  he 
reby,  auihcyized,  from  time  to  time,  to  cause 
issued  sucji  certificates  of  stock  as  are  .spe- 
ci  iJd  in  the  sjid  original  act,  and  supplement 
ll  'feto,  to  sucji  claimant  or  claimants,  whose 
cl  fu  may  be  >decided  oq  and  reported  by  the 
C(  r^missioners,jon  receiving  such  report,  in  rela- 
ti  A  to  such  cUira,  from  the  said  commissioners. 

:  EC.  6.  And  ffe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  re- 
U^  es,  assignments,  and  powers,  required  by  the 
a'  t  aforesaid,  ;|nd  the  supplement  thereto,  now 
xy  \  ived,  and  \»hich  may  be  hereafter  received, 
si  4l  b«  recordt^  by  the  secretary  of  the  said  com- 
nn  j|;ioners,  and  the  said  records  returned,  with 
al  ^iher  papers  and  documents  in  relation  to  said 
cl  (itms,  when  the  business  of  the  said  commission- 
et  X\\a\\  be  closed,  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
S  ie  ;  and  tha»  the  said  secretary  shall  be  paid 
bj,  |he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
S  Jes.  out  of  ai.y  money  not  otherwise  appropri- 
at  |.  at  the  rat*;  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for 
ej  ^i  and  every  hundred  words  contained  in  each 
io  vument  so  rtjcorded. 

i^c.  7.  And  (fe  it  further  enacted,  That  on  the 
df  ^Dlution  of  the  said  board  of  commissioners, 
ai|G;the  perforn^ance  of  the  duties  assigned  them. 
tlLj  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and 
h4|S  hereby,  authorized,  if  in  his  judgment  he 
sifvll  consider  t{ie  said  commissioners  entitled  to 
a^^  turiher  addjiional  compensation  lor  their  ser- 
v  ;^s  than  is  m^w  provided  for,  to  cause  them  to 
b\  paiil  such  otfier  and  further  sums,  out  of  any 
ni  i^ey  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
a<  |,  as  he  shalf  think  just  and  reasonable :  Pro- 
vt  i}d,  That  su(*h  additional  compensation  shall 
n,  ^exceed  fifiji  cents  to  each  commissioner,  for 
e,  |ty  deed  or '^viJence  of  title  which  shall  be 
sij|iiittfd  to  tiseir  examination  and  decision,  in 
p^ifuance  of  tl#e  provisions  of  the  said  original 
afc^aiid  the  sujuplemenis  thereto. 

Approved,  M;irch  3,  1S15. 


A|5Act  re^ulatinb  and  defining  the  duties  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales'  Jijdges  for  the  Ternlory  of  IllinoiB. 
it  enactedi  <f  c.  That  the  Illinois  Territory 
s!  !;|rl  be  dividedjiuto  ihreecircuiis,  in  the  manner, 
•i*lkfor  ihe  purposes,  hereinafter  mentioned. 

.^c.  2.  AndUye  it  further  enacted,  Tnat  the 
cct^iies  of  Maiiison  and  St.  Clair  shall  compose 
tli- first  circuij,  the  counties  of  Randolph  and 
J'Pwison  shall  compose  the  s.-cond  circuit,  and  the 
CftAities  of  Ga|atin  and  Edwards  shall  compose 


tl  -'third  circuij. 
^£c.  3.    Audi  be 


it  further  enacted,  That  the 


'f, 


judges  heretofore  appointed,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  appointed,  for  the  Illinois  Territory,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  shall,  previous  to  the  time  prescribed  by 
this  act  for  holding  the  first  court  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, proceed  to  allot  amongst  themselves  the 
circuit  in  which  they  shall  respectively  preside, 
which  allotment  shall  continue  in  force  tor  and 
during  the  term  of  one  year  thereafter;  and  such 
allotment  shall  be  annually  renewed  ;  and  which 
allotment,  in  writing,  signed  by  the  said  judges, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  entered  of  record 
in  the  said  courts,  respectively,  by  the  clerks 
thereof,  at  the  coramenceraenl  of  the  term  next 
after  such  allotment  shall  have  been  made. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  judges,  respectively,  to 
hold  two  terms  annually  in  each  county  in  their 
respective  circuits,  in  conformity  with  the  pre- 
ceding sections  of  this  act.  which  shall  commence 
at  the  times  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say  : 
in  the  county  of  Madison,  on  the  last  Mondays  in 
.May  and  September;  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair, 
on  the  second  Mondays  in  June  and  October  ;  in 
the  county  of  Randolph,  on  the  third  Mondays  in 
June  and  October;  in  the  county  of  Johnson,  on 
the  fourth  Mondays  in  June  and  October;  in  the 
county  of  Gallatin,  on  the  first  Mondays  in  July 
and  November;  and,  in  the  county  of  Edwards, 
on  the  second  Mondays  in  July  and  November, 
in  each  year ;  and  the  said  courts  shall  be  styled 
Circuit  Courts  for  the  counties  in  which  such 
courts  shall  be  held,  respectively. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
safd  courts  shall  be  holden  at  the  respective  court- 
houses of  said  counties  ;  and  the  said  judges,  re- 
spectively, shall,  in  their  respective  circuits,  have 
jurisdiction  over  all  causes,  matters,  or  things,  at 
common  law  or  in  chancery,  arising  in  each  of 
said  counties,  except  in  cases  where  ihe  debt  or 
demand  shall  be  under  twenty  dollars,  in  which 
cases  they  shall  have  no  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  judges  shall  be  conservators  of  the  peace,  and 
the  said  circuit  courts,  in  term  time,  or  the  judges 
thereof  in  vacation,  shall  have  power  to  award  in- 
junctions, writs  of  ne  exeat,  habeas  corpus,  and 
all  other  writs  and  process  that  may  be  neces.sary 
to  the  execution  of  the  power  with  which  they 
are  or  may  be  vested. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  circuit  courts,  respectively,  shall  have  power 
to  hear  and  determine  all  treasons,  felonie.s.  and 
other  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  that  may  be  com- 
mitted within  the  respective  counties  aforesaid, 
and  that  may  be  brought  before  them,  respec- 
tively, by  any  rules  or  regulations  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  tiuicted,  That  all 
suits  shall  be  tried  in  the  counties  in  which  they 
originate,  unless  in  cases  that  are  or  may  be  spe- 
cially provided  for  bv  law. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
circuit  judge  shall  not  attend  on  the  first  day  of 
any  court,  or  if  a  quorum  of  the  court  hereinafter 
mentioned  shall  not  attend  in  like  manner,  such 
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court  shall  stand  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
a  court  shall  be  made,  if  that  shall  happen  before 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
either  a  circuit  court,  or  the  court  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  not  sit  in  any  term,  or  shall  not 
continue  to  sit  the  whole  term,  or  before  the  end 
of  the  term  shall  not  have  heard  and  determined 
all  matters  ready  for  its  decision,  all  such  matters 
and  things  depending  in  court,  and  undetermined, 
shall  stand  continued  until  the  next  succeeding 
term. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if, 
from  any  cause,  either  of  the  said  courts  shall  not 
sit  on  any  day  in  a  term  after  it  shall  have  been 
opened,  there  shall  be  no  discontinuance,  but  so 
soon  as  the  cause  is  removed  the  court  shall  pro- 
ceed to  business  until  the  end  of  the  term,  if  the 
business  depending  before  it  be  not  sooner  des- 
patched. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
judicial  term  of  the  said  circuit  courts  shall  con- 
sist of  six  days  in  each  county,  during  which  lime  : 
the  court  shall  sit.  unless  the  business  before  it  ; 
^hall  be  sooner  determined.  ' 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  clerk  j 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  circuit  courts,  re-  I 
spectively.  in  each  county,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  | 
to  issue  process  in  all  cases  originating  in  his  ' 
county,  to  keep  and  preserve  the  records  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  coort  therein,  and  to  do 
and  perform  in  the  county  all  the  duties  which  \ 
may  be  enjoined  on  him  by  law.  [ 

Sec.  14.    And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  ' 
the  cases  that  were,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  be-  ' 
cember,  in   the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ' 
and  fourteen,  depending  in  the  courts  of  common  ! 
pleas  in   the  respective  counties,  the  parties,  or  ' 
their  attorneys,  shall  be  permitted  to  take  all  such  ' 
measures  for  bringing  them  to  trial  that  might 
have  been  taken  if   no  change  had   taken  place; 
and  the  said  circuit  courts,  respectively,  shall,  as 
far  as  possible,  proceed  to  the  trial  thereof  in  the 
same   manner  that  the   said  courts  of  common 
pleas   might   legally    have   done,    had    no   other 
change  than  a  mere  alteration  of  the  terras  taken 
place. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  judges,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  shall  constitute  a  court,  to  be  styled  ih'e 
Court  of  Appeals  for  Illinois  Territory,  and  shall 
hold  two  sessions  annually  at  the  town  of  Kas- 
kaskia,  which  shall  commence  on  the  first  .Mon- 
days in  March  and  August,  in  every  year,  and 
continue  in  session  until  the  business  before  them 
shall  be  completed;  which  court  shall  have  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction  only,  and  to  which  appeals 
hall  be  allowed,  and  from  which  writs  of  error 


shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  court  of  appeals 
whose  dutv.t  shall  be  to  issue  process  in  ail  cases 
brought  before  the  said  court  where  process  ou<rht 
to  issue,  and  to  keep  and  preserve  the  records°of 
,  all  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  therein,  and 
I  to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties  as  may  be  en- 
joined on  him  by  law. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  e>uicted.  That  in  all 
cases  that  were,  on  the  said  thirtylfirst  day  of 
December. eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  depend- 
jingin  theGeneral  Courtof  said  Territory,  the  par- 
i  ties  or   their  attorneys  shall  be  permitted  to  take 
I  a.l  such  measures  for  bringing  them  to  a  final  de- 
cision  that   HQight  have   been  taken  if  no  change 
had   taken   place,  and  the  said  couri  of  appeals 
shall,  as  far  as   practicable,  proceed   to  the  final 
.  determination  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
said  General  Court  might  legally  have  done   had 
no  other  change   than  a  mere  alteration  of  the 
I  terms  taken  place. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ap- 

^  peals  may  be  prayed,  and  writs  of  error  taken  out. 

upon   matters  of  law  onlv.  in  all  cases  wherein 

:  they  are  now  allowed  by  law,  to  the  said  court  of 

:  appeals,  and  all  writs  of  error  shall   be  issued  by 

j  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  of  appeals,  and  made 

returnable  to  the  said  court  of  Kaskaskia  ;  but  no 

I  question  upon  appeal  or  writ  of  error  shall  be  de- 

'  cided  witnout  the  concurrence  of  twojud'^es  at 

least.  ° 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  Territory  shall  have  power 
to  change  the  times  of  holding  any  of  the  courts 
required  to  be  holden  by  this  act:  Provided,  how- 
ever, That  the  said  Legislature  shall  not  have  au- 
thority to  increase  the  number  of  sessions  to  be 
held  by  the  said  courts  respectively,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
judge  or  justice,  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
iiie  government  of  the  said  Territory,  shall  be  as- 
sociated wiih  the  aforesaid  United  States  judges 
when  sitting  as  circuit  court  judges  as  aforesaid. 
This  act  to  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  fir>t  day  of  April  next. 

Approved.  March  3,  1815. 


An  .\ct  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes." 


according  to  the  principles  of  the  common  lawl 
and  conformably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the 
said  Territory,  may  be  prosecuted  for  the  reversal 
of  the  judgments  and  decrees,  as  well  of  the  said 
circuit  courts,  as  of  any  inferior  courts  which  now 
are.  or  hereafter  may  be,  established  by  the  laws 
of  the  said  Territory. 
Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  clerk 
13th  Co.v.  3dSEss.— G2 


i  Be  it  enacted,  fr..  That  the  act,  entitled  ''Ad 
I  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  In- 
j  dan  tribes, "approved  on  the  second  day  of  March, 

eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  shall  be,  and  the 
j  same  is  hereby,  continued  in  force  until  the  fourth 

day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  anJ  seventeen, 
I  and  no  longer. 
j      Approved.  March  3,  1815. 


I  .An  -\c:  to  fix  the  compensations,  and  increase  the  re- 
sponsibiUty,  of  the  collectors  of  tlie  direct  tax  and 
'       internal  duties;  and  for  other   purposes  connected 
j       with  the  collection  thereof. 

I      Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  collectors  .  "  the 
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ct  tax  andjiniernal  duties  shall  be  entitled  to 
ve  the  same  commissions  which  are  nowal- 
by  law,  |jniil  the  first  day  of  July,  one  ihou- 
d  eight  hu^idreJ  and  fifteen  :  Provided,  That 
r  coraraissictos  accruing  to  any  one  collector, 
on  the  montjys  collected  and  paid  into  the  Trea- 
ty, betweetil  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one 
pusand  ei?hrf  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  the 
ft  day  of  Juiy,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
teen,  shall  n(jt  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
«|i^lars  ;  and  the  said  collectors  shall,  from  and 
« !|er  the  said  Mrst  day  of  July,  be  allowed,  in  lieu 
t  ;;the  commis^sion  now  allowed  by  law.  four  and 
(  Q<-half  per  ctntttm  upon  all  moneys  accounted 
f  }i  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  July, 
(  ife  thousand  tight  hundred  and  fifteen,  until  ibe 
(  rH  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
iiiteen,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and 
Ap  per  centum  upon  all  suras  over  and  above 
t|iitt  amount.  ? 

*  Sec.  2.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted,  T.  at  each 
^lector,  whove  commission  in  any  one  calendar 
'  leiir  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars,  shall 
I  I'. allowed,  at^lhe  end  of  the  year,  in  addition  to 
i,  ich  commissrjn.  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars. 
Sec.  3.  An:i  be  xt  further  enacted.  That  the 
«  ollectors  heretofore,  or  hereafter,  designated  by 
I  le  Secretary  <.f  the  Treasury,  to  receive  the  lists 
('  f  property  lying  within  collection  districts  not 
t  tfned,  occupit'd.  or  superintended,  by  some  per- 
i|)|i  residing  therein,  shall,  respectively,  in  addition 
I  I'their  other  (Homraissions  and  compensations,  be 
t  lowed  a  comjnission  of  five  per  centum  on  the 
(  oneys  received  for  taxes  thereon  accounted  for 
;  dA  paid  by  tl«era  into  the  Treasury, 
t  Sec.  4.  And,  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
I, J- lawful  for  |he  President  of  the  Unit*'d  States 
I  J- apportion  and  distribute,  annually,  a  sum  not 
I  jt-ceeding.  in  the  whole,  twenty-five  thousand 
(  idlars,  or  to  anv  one  collector  five  hundred  dol- 
)  >rs,  among  si/ch  collectors,  as,  for  the  execution 
(  r;lhe  public  service,  it  shall  appear  to  him  neces- 
1  i*y  so  to  corjipensate,  in  addition  to  the  other 
•Siioluraents  \.<\  which  ihey  are  entitled. 
-^Ec.  5.  Ant';,  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatin  ca^e 
Collector  shill  die,  resign,  or  be  removed  from 
Ipce,  he  shall,  be  entitled  to  a  commission  equal 
the  average-  rate  of  that  allowed  to  the  collec- 
i  of  the  sariie  district  the  preceding  calendar 
lejar,  and  no  «nore;  and  his  successor  shall,  for 
lile  residue  of  .the  year,  be  allowed  a  commission 
iijual  to  ihe  sum  that  may  remain,  after  deduct- 
m^  the  sum  allowed  to  his  predecessor,  from  the 
f/fiole  amuuni  of  commission  that  wuulJ  have 
Jf'en  allowed  |iad  there  been  no  such  death,  res- 
fci)ation,  or  removal,  and  no  more:  Provided. 
Tiiat  either  o(  the  said  collectors  shall  be  enti- 
iijd  to  the  berjtfits  of  the  provision  contained  in 
j^ue  fourth  secfion  of  this  act. 
>*S£c.6.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted  That  it  shall 
njthe  duly  of'tach  of  the  collector-.. within  ninety 
l^ys  from  the'end  of  every  calendar  year,  to  draw 
|iit  a  siatemetjt,  exhibiting,  in  alphabetical  order, 
Iti'l'  names  of  |j>ersons  who  may  have  paid,  during 
tfe  preceding  calendar  year,  to  him,  or  his  depu- 
tes, any  one  ur  more  of  the  internal  duties,  ex- 


ti 
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cept  those  on  household  furniture  and  on  stamps 
with  the  aggregate  amount  so  paid,  annexed  to 
each  name,  and  forthwith  to  cause  one  hundred 
copies  of  the  same  to  be  printed,  to  transmit  one 
copy  thereof  to  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue, 
to  lodge  one  copy  with  the  principal  assessor,  and 
one  copy  with  the  clerk  of  each  town,  county, 
and  district,  within  his  collection  district,  to  post 
up  one  copy  at  each  of  the  court-houses  in  his 
district,  to  post  up  the  remaining  copies  at  the 
other  most  public  places  in  his  district,  the  rea- 
sonable expenses  incurred  in  the  preparing,  print- 
ing, and  posting  up,  of  which  shall  be  allowed  ; 
and  any  collector  who  shall  purposely  or  negli- 
gently fail  to  discharge  this  duty,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office,  and,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  shall  be  fined  a  sum  not  less  than 
five  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
letters  to  and  from  the  said  collectors,  relative 
to  their  official  duties,  shall  be  conveyed  free  of 
postage.  And  any  collector  who  shall  put  his 
frank  upon  any  other  letter,  shall,  for  every  such 
act.  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  the  whole  of  uhich  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  person  who  shall  give  information  thereof. 

Sec.  8.  And  U  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  to  keep  their  offices 
open  for  the  transaction  of  buslnes^  every  day. 
except  on  established  holydays,  between  the  hours 
of  nine  in  the  morning  and  three  in  the  afternoon, 
and  to  attend  therein  themselves,  or  by  deputy  ; 
which  said  offices  shall,  after  the  present  year,  oe 
kept  at  such  places,  in  the  respective  districts,  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  commissioner  of  the 
revenue,  in  all  cases  in  which  such  designation 
shall  be  thought  expedient. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  the 
amount  of  all  taxes  or  duties  collected  by  any 
deputy  collector,  until  paid  over  to  the  collector, 
shall,  and  hereby  is  decUred  lo.  be  a  lien  upon  the 
lands  and  real  estate  of  such  deputy  collector,  and 
of  his  sureties,  if  he  shall  have  given  bond,  from 
the  time  wheu  a  suit  shall  be  instituted  for  re- 
covering the  same;  and  for  want  of  goods  and 
chattels,  or  other  personal  effects  ot  such  deputy 
collector,  or  his  sureties,  to  .satisfy  any  judgment 
which  shall  or  may  be  recovered  againsi  them, 
respectively,  such  lands  and  real  estates  may  be 
sold  at  public  auction,  after  being  advertised  for 
at  least  three  weeks,  in  not  less  than  three  public 
places  within  the  collection  district,  and  in  one 
newspaper  printed  in  the  county,  if  any  there  be, 
at  least  six  weeks  prior  to  the  time  of  sale;  and 
for  lands  or  real  estate  sold  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  aforesaid,  the  conveyances  of  the  mar- 
shals, or  their  deputies,  executed  in  due  form  of 
law.  shall  give  a  valid  tiile  against  all  persons 
claiming  under  such  deputy  collector,  or  his  sure- 
ties, respectively.  And  in  every  case  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  a  principal  collector  lo  main- 
tain and  prosecute  his  action  against  a  deputy  col- 
lector and  his  sureties,  or  any  of  them,  if  a  bond 
with  sureties  shall  have  been  given,  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the   United   Stales,  for  the  recovery  of 
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all  taxes  collected  by  said  deputy,  and  not  paid 
overaccording  to  his  engagement,  or  for  the  pen- 
alty of  the  bond  which  may  have  been  given  to 
secure  the  payment  thereof:  Provided  always. 
That  all  moneys  recovered  in  such  suits  shall  be 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  until  the  whole 
amount  of  the  taxes  collected  and  received  by  the 
deputy  collector  shall  be  otherwise  paid  to  the 
United  States  by  the  deputy  collector,  or  by  the 
principal  collector  instituting  such  suit*. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  collector,  or  his  deputy,  shall  have  cause  to 
suspect  a  concealment  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  in  respect  to  which  the  respective 
provisions  of  the  acts  imposing  an  internal  duty 
thereon  have  not  been  complied  with,  in  any  par- 
ticular dwelling-house,  store,  building,  or  place, 
(other  thin  the  manufactory  in  which  the  same 
were  made.)  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall,  upon 
jH-oper  application,  on  oath,  tu  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  be  entitled  to  a  warrant  to  enter  such 
house,  store,  or  place,  (in  the  day  time  only.)  and 
there  to  search  for  such  goods;  and.  if  any  shall 
be  found,  to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  trial. 

Sec.  11.    And  be  it  further  enacted.    That  all 
goods,  wares,   or   merchandise,  or   other  objects, 
which  shall  be  seized  by  virtue  of  this  act.  or  of 
any  act   relative  to   internal   duties,  shall  be  put 
into,  and  remain  in.  the  custody  of  the  collector, 
or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  appoint  for  that 
purpose,  until  such  proceedings  shall  be  had  as 
are  legally  required,  to  ascertain  whether  the  same  i 
have  been  forfeited  or  not ;  and  if  it  shall  be  ad-  I 
judged  that  they  are  not    forfeited,  they  shall  be  | 
foritiwith    restored    to    the    owner    or    claimant  I 
thereof;  and  if  any  person  shall  conceal  or   buy  | 
any  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  , 
object,  knowing  them   to  be  liable  to  seizure  and  I 
forfeiture,  such  person  shall,  on  conviction  there- 
of, forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  double  the  value  of  the  | 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  objects  so  i 
concealed   and    purchased,  one   moiety  of  which  I 
hhall  be  for  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  ' 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  it  | 
shall  be  the  duty  ot  the  several  collectors  to  make  I 
seizure  of,  and   secure,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer-  ' 
cbandise.  or   other  objects   liable   to  seizure    by 
virtue  of  this  or  any  other  aci  relating  lo  the 
internal  dutie.s,  as  well  without  as  within  their  re- 
spective districts. 

Sec.  13  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
officer  or  other  person  executing  or  aiding  or  as- 
sisting in  the  seizure  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, or  other  objects  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  sued  or 
molested  for  anything  done  in  virtue  of  the  pow- 
ers given  by  ihis  act.  or  of  any  other  act,  or  by 
▼  iriue  of  a  warrant  granted  by  any  judge  or  jus- 
tice, pursuant  to  law.  such  officer  or  other  person 
may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act 
and  ihespecial  matter  in  evidence  ;  and  if  in  such 
suit  the  plaintiff  is  nonsuited,  o.'  judgment  pass 
against  hira,  the  defendant  shall  recover  double 
costs;  and  in  actions,  suits,  or  information,  to  be 
brought  where  any  seizure  shall  be  made  pursu- 
ant to  this  act.  or  any  other  act  relative  to  inter- 


nal duties,  if  the  property  be  claimed  bv  any  per- 
son, in  every  such  case  the  onus  proba'ndi  shall 
be  upon  such  claimant :  but  the  onus  probandi 
shall  lie  on  the  claimant  only  when  probable 
cause  IS  shown  for  such  prosecution,  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  court  before  whom  the  prosecution  is 
had. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
penalties  accruing  by  any  breach  of  this  act,  or  of 
any  act  relative  to  internal  duties,  shall  be  sued 
for  and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  the  name 
of  ibe  United  States  of  America,  or  of  the  col- 
lector, in   any  court  competent  to  try  the  same, 
and  the  trial  of  any  fact  which   may  be  put  in 
issue,    shall  be    within   the  judicial    district    in 
which  any  such  penalty  shall  have  accrued,  or 
seizure  been    made;    and    the   collector    within 
whose   district  the  seizure  shall  be  made,  or  for- 
feiture incurred,  is  hereby  enjoined  to  cause  suits 
for   ihe  same   to   be  commenced  without  delay, 
and    prosecuted  to  effect;  and  is,  moreover,  au- 
thorized to  receive  from  the  court  before  whom 
such  trial  is  had,  or  from  the  proper  officer  there- 
of, the  sum  or  sums  so  recovered,  after  deducting 
all  proper  charges,  to  be  allowed  by  the  said  court, 
and  on  receipt  thereof,  the  said  collector  shall  pay 
and  distribute  the  same,  without  delay,  according 
to  law,  and  transmit,  quarter  yearly,  to  the  com- 
missioner of  the  revenue, an  account  of  all  moneys 
by   him  received   for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
I  ures,  during  such  quarter.     And  all  goods,  wares, 
i  and    merchandise,  or  other  objects,  which  shall 
I  become  forfeited  in  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  any 
I  act  relative  to  internal  duties,  shall  be  seized  and 
I  prosecuted   for  as  aforesaid,    before   the    proper 
I  court,  which   court   shall   cause   fourteen  days' 
i  notice  to  be  given  of  such  seizure,  setting  forth 
I  the  articles   seized,  with   the  time  and    place  ap- 
j  pointed  for  trial,  to  be  inserted  in  some  newspaper 
j  published  near  the  place  of  seizure,  if  any  such 
I  there  be,  and  also  by  posting  up  the  same  in  the 
I  most  public   mauner.  for   the  space  of  fourteen 
I  days,  at  or  near  the  place  of  trial,  for  which  ad- 
vertisement a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  shall 
be  paid.     And  if  no  person  shall  appear  and  claim 
such  articles!,  and  give  bond  to  delend  the  prose- 
cution thereof,  and  to  respond  the  costs,  in  case 
he  shall  notsuppori  his  claim,  the  courtshall  pro- 
ceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  cause  according 
to  law;  and   upon  the  prayer  of  any  claimant, 
that  any  articles,  so  seized  and  prosecuted,  or  any 
part  thereof,  should  be  delivered  to  him,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  court  to  appoint  three  proper 
persons  to  appraise  such  articles,  who  shall  be 
sworn  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty; 
and   such  appraisement  shall  be  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  party  on  whose  prayer  it  is  granted ; 
and  on  the   return  of  such  appraisement,  if  the 
claimant  shall,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be 
approved   by   the  court,  execute  a  bonJ    in  the 
Usual  form,  to  the  United  States,  for  the  payment 
of  a  sum  equal  to  the  sum  at  which  the  articles, 
so  prayed  to  bedelivered,  areappraised,  which  bond 
shall   be   lodged  with  the    prope.    officer  of  the 
court,  the  said  court  shall  order  the  said  articles 
to  be  delivered  to  the  said  claimaot ;  and  if  judg- 
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in*f  shall  pass  hi  favor  of  the  claimant,  the  said 
r)o5i  shall  be  cjancelled  ;  but  if  judgment  shall 
pt^k'rBg^inst  thelclairaant.  as  to  the  whole,  or  any 
pai^of  such  arOcles,  and  the  claimant  shall  not. 
wi|4in  twenty  days  thereafter,  pay  into  the  court, 
orVi^he  proper  i)fficer  thereof,  the  amount  of  the 
op|tyised  value  of  such  articles  so  condemned, 
wi 
ed 
\m 

CO 

m 
b€ 
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fi  the  costs,  judgment  shall  and  may  be  grant- 
^pon  the  bund  witiiout  further  delay.  And 
e  any  prosecution  shall  be  commenced  on  ac- 
t  of  the  seii^ure  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  and 
handise,  ori)ther  objects,  and  judgment  shall 
.  >ven  for  ihe^claimant,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
0  tH  before  whom  such  prosecution  shall  be  tried, 
'.hj  Inhere  was  rtjasonable  cause  of  seizure,  the  said 
CO  k  shall  cau.s«  a  proper  certificate  or  entry  to  be 
;iijj  fc  thereof,  and  in  such  case  the  claimant  shall 
no  S)e  entitled  <o  costs,  nor  shall  the  person  who 
pa;  h  the  seizure,  or  the  prosecutor,  be  liable  to 
HCi  ^n,  suit,  or  judgment,  on  account  of  such  sei- 
r^u  c  and  prosecution:  Provided,  That  ibe  said 
go  ,s.  wares,  and  merchandise,  or  other  objects. 
De,  «jfter  judgment,  forthwith  returned  to  such 
cUftmant,  or  his  agent:  And  provided,  That  no 
acw^n  or  prosecution  shall  be  maintained  in  any 
ca,  i^  under  this  act,  or  any  act  relative  to  internal 
du  ij;s, unless  thfsameshallhave  been  commenced 
Wi  /|in  one  year  after  the  penalty  or  forfeiture 
wj  L  incurred,  or  within  the  time  id  such  act  pre- 
sci  ifed,  as  the  cpse  may  be. 

nc.  15.  Andi  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
gofci|9,  wares,  oj  merchandise,  or  other  objects, 
wjli|h  shall  be  (londemned  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
orif  any  other  ict  relative  to  internal  duties,  and 
foiljAhich  boner  shall  have  been  given  by  the 
cliT^ant.  agreeaijly  to  the  provisions  for  that  pur- 
jpoLjin  the  foregoing  section,  shall  be  sold  by  the 
mxihal,  or  olhef  proper  officer  of  the  court  before 
>rl»tn  condemnation  shall  be  had.  to  the  highest 
piM'^T.  at  public  auction,  by  order  of  such  court, 
^nj^iat  such  pla(te  as  the  said  court  may  appoint! 
gi^iUg  at  least  fifteen  days'  notice,  (except  in  case 
ol  l^rishable  godds.)  in  one  or  more  of  the  public 
neF-jpapers  of  tlje  place  where  such  sale  shall  be  ; 
or.|(  no  paper  isjpublished  in  such  place,  in  one  or 
maf  of  the  papers  published  in  the  nearest  place 
iti'^l'to;  for  wh|Ch  advertising  a  sum  not  eiceed- 
inv^ve  dollars'lshall  be  paid.  And  the  amount 
of  Ifch  sales,  dtjiuctmg  all  proper  charges,  shall 
bcfjiaid  within  ;en  days  after  such  sale,  by  the 
pptin  selling  th'e  same,  to  the  clerk,  or  other  pro- 
pej^fficer.  of  th*  court,  directing  such  sale,  to  be 
•  <ira.  after  deducting  the  charges  allowed  by 
purt.  paid  <o  the  collector  of  the  di>iricl  in 
jh  such  seiziire  or  forfeiture  has  taken  place. 
I  rein  before  <Ji  reeled. 

lie.  16.  And  .be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
oing  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  applica- 
'n  all  re>pej>ts,  as  well  to  all  acts  liiat  may 
«fter  be  pa-i^'d.  relative  to  internal  duties,  as 
^  ose  heretof(f  e  passed  and  now  in  force. 
||  c.  17.  Andpe  it  further  enactfd.  That  any 
fctor  or  his  ^Jeputy.  who  shall  directly  or  in- 
Jily  lake  oi*  receive  any  bribe,  reward,  or 
•«<|'^operise,  or  -jiail  connive  at  any  false  entry. 
ap  '?|CJ*'  " 


:atioD.  repoft.  account, or  statement,  required 


to  be  made  or  rendered  by  any  act  relative  to  in- 
ternal duties,  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof,  ?hall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  two  hundred 
nor  more  than  two  thousand  dollars  for  each 
offence;  and  any  person  giving  or  offering  any 
bribe,  reward,  or  recompense,  for  any  such  decep- 
tion, collusion,  or  fraud,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
sum  not  less  than  two  hundred,  nor  more  than 
two  thousand  dollars,  for  each  offence;  one  moi- 
ety whereof  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  informer, 
and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  on 
all  bondsgiven  for  internal  duties  an  interest  shall 
be  paid,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
from  the  time  when  the  said  bonds  became  due 
until  the  payment  thereof. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person,  to  whom  a  license  for  a  still,  or  boiler,  or 
oiher  vessel  used  in  the  distillation  of  spirituous 
liquors,  may  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
granted,  who  shall  so  alter  the  same  as  to  increase 
its  capacity,  on  application  in  writing  to  the  col- 
lector who  issued  the  said  license,  stating  such 
increase  of  capacity,  and  on  paying  or  securing, 
previous  to  using  the  same,  the  duty  arising  there- 
on for  the  unexpired  period  of  the  license,  at  the 
rale  of  duty  prescribed  for  such  term  for  which  a 
license  may  be  granted  as  is  next  below  such  pe- 
riod, shall  tie  authorized  to  employ  ihe  still,  boiler, 
or  other  vessel,  so  altered,  on  adducing  the  said 
license,  and  obtaining  an  endorsement  thereon, 
under  the  hand  of  the  said  collector,  which  he  is 
hereby  required  to  make,  specifying  such  increase 
of  capacity,  and  that  the  duty  thereon  has  been 
paid  or  secured. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  who  shall,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
next,  erecl,  or  cause  to  be  erected,  any  still,  or 
boiler,   or  other   vessel.   u>ed   or   intended  to  be 
Used  in  the  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors,  or 
who  shall  so  use  any  still,  or  boiler,  or  other  ves- 
sel, in  any  part  of  the  United  Slates  beyond  the 
then   existing   boundary  Ime  established   by  law 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes 
or  who  shall  be  the  owner,  agent,  or  superintend- 
ent thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
thousand    dollars,    together    with    the   said    still, 
boiler,  or  other   vessel,  and  ihe  spirits   distilled 
therein:    one  moiety  of  which  shall   be  for  the 
use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  for  ihe  use  of 
the  United  States.   And  for  any  violations  hereof 
the  same  course  may  and  shall  be  pursued  that 
is   pre^crlbed   by  the  act  passed  the  thiriitih  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two.  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the   frontiers,"   for    violations    thereof;    and    the* 
courts  specified  therein  shall  have  like  jurisdic- 
tion.    And  the  same  authority  that   is  given  by 
the  said  act  to  apprehend  and  remove  persons 
found  in  violation  thereof,  shall  apply  nnd  extend 
to  the  said  siil^,  boilers,  or  other  vessels,  and  the 
spirits  distilled  therein,  which  may  be  seized  and 
removed  in  like  manner.     And  all  spirits  which 
shall  have  been,  or  which  hereafter  shall  be  so 
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distilled,  beyond  the  said  boundary  line,  which 
shall  be  brought  into  the  limits  of  a  collection 
district,  may  and  .shall  be  seized  and  forfeited, 
and  the  person  so  introducingthe  sameshall, more- 
over, forfeit  and  pay  one  thousand  dollars;  one 
moiety  of  which  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  in- 
former, and  the  other  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  no  person 
who  shall  have  removed  his  still  out  of  one  col- 
lection district  intoanother.  shall  be  liable  to  lake 
out  another  license  during  the  period  of  any  ex- 
isting license  obtained  for  the  same. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct 
lax  and  internal  duties,  to  prosecute  for  breaches 
of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  two  preceding 
sections. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  noth- 
ing contained  in  the  act  or  acts  imposing  a  duty 
on  sales  at  auction  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  sale 
of  any  goods  or  chattels  other  than  merchandise. 

Approved.  March  3,  1915. 


An  Act  to  vest  more  effectually  in  the  State  Courts' 
anil  in  the  District  CourU  of  the  United  States' 
jurisdiclion  in  the  ca»ei  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  respective  State 
or  county  courts,  within  or  next  adjoining  a  col- 
lection district,  established  by  any  act  of  Congress 
now  in  bein?.  or  hereafter  to  be  passed,  for  the 
collection  of  any  direct  lax  or  internal  duties  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be.  and  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  lake  cognizance  of  all  complaints, 
suits,  and  prosecutions,  for  taxes,  duties,  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  arising  and  payable  un- 
der any  of  the  acts  passed,  or  to  be  passed,  as 
aforesaid,  or  where  bonds  are  given  under  the  said 
acts;  and  the  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
States  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  ap- 
point, by  warrant,  an  attorney,  as  their  substitute 
or  deputy,  in  all  cases  where  necessary  to  sue  or 
prosecute  for  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the 
said  State  or  county  courts,  within  the  sphere  of 
whose  jurisdiction  the  said  district  attorneys  do 
not  themselves  reside  or  practice;  and  the  said 
sabstituie  or  deputy  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to 
the  faithful  execution  of  his  duty. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  the 
jurisdiction  conferred  by  the  foregoing  section 
shall  be  considered  as  attaching,  in  the  cases  there- 
in specified  without  regard  to  the  amount  or  sum 
in  controversy,  and  that  it  shall  be  concurrent 
with  the  jurisdiclion  of  the  district  courts  of  ihe 
United  States;  but  may,  nevertheless,  be  exercised 
in  cases  where  the  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  may 
have  been  incurred,  or  the  cause  of  action  or  com- 
plaint have  arisen,  at  a  less,  as  well  as  a  greater 
distance  than  fifty  miles  from  the  nearest  place 
by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a  district 
court  of  the  United  Stales.  But  in  all  suits  or 
prosecutions  instituted  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States  in  any  Stale  or  county  court,  the 
process,  proceedings,  judgment,  and  execution 
therein  shall  not  be  delayed,  suspended,  or  in  any  ' 


way  barred  or  defeated,  by  reason  of  any  law  of 
any  State  authorizing  or  directing  a  stay  or  sus- 
pension of  process,  proceedings,  judgment,  or  ex- 
ecution: Provided,  That  final  decrees  and  judg- 
ments in  civil  actions,  passed  or  rendered  in  any 
State  court  by  virtue  hereof,  may  be  re-examined 
in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  under  the  same  limitations,  as 
are  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  section  of 
the  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  passed  the  twenty-fourth  of  Septem- 
ber, seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
state  or  county  courts  aforesaid,  and  the  prin- 
cipal or  presiding  judge  of  any  such  court,  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  exercise  all  and 
every  power,  in  cases  cognizable  before  them  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
mitigation  or  remission  of  any  fine,  penalty,  or 
forfeiture,  which  may  be  exercised  by  the  judges 
of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
cases  brought  before  them  by  virtue  of  the  law 
of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  third  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  en- 
titled "'An  act  toprovideformitigatingor  remitting 
the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  accruing 
in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned  ;"  and  in  the 
exercise  of  the  authority  by  this  section  given  to 
the  said  State  or  county  courts,  or  the  principal 
or  presiding  judge  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  be 
governed,  in  every  respect,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  law  last  mentioned,  with  this  difference  only, 
that  instead  of  notifying  the  district  attorneys  of 
the  United  States,  the  said  courts,  or  the  presid- 
ing judge  as  aforesaid,  shall,  before  exercising 
said  authoritves,  cause  reasonable  notice  to  be 
given  to  the  substitute  or  deputy,  who  may  have 
been  appointed  to  sue  or  prosecute  for  the  United 
Stales,  as  aforesaid,  that  he  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  cause  against  the  mitigation 
or  remission  of  such  fine,  penally,  or  forfeiture. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  shall  have  cog- 
nizance, concurrent  with  the  courts  and  magis- 
trates of  the  several  States,  and  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States,  of  all  suits  at  common  law, 
where  the  United  States,  or  any  officer  thereof, 
under  the  authority  of  any  act  of  Congress,  shall 
sue,  although  the  debt,  claim,  or  other  matter 
in  dispute,  shall  not  amount  to  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Approved,  March  3,  1815. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolutions,  exprewive  of  the   sense  of  CongrcM  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Thomas  Macdon- 
ough,  the  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry 
serving  as   marines,  on  board   the   United  States' 
squadron  on  Lake  Champlain. 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the    United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,    That  the  thanks  of  Coa- 
gress  be.  and  the  same  are  hereby,  presented  to 
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in  th.>  action  with  the  British  brig  Epervier 
on  the  iwenty-ointh  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  fight  hundred  and  fourteen,  io 
which  action  the  decisive  effect  and  great  superi- 
ority of  the  American  gunnery  were  so  signally 
displayed. 

Approved,  October  21,  1814. 


C^iiviain  Thomas  Macdonough.  and,  through  him. 
loi  tije  officers,  petty  officers,  seanaen,  marines, 
ana^infantry  serving  as  marines,  attached  to  the 
,kjiMiron  under  his  command,  for  the  decisive 
anJipiendid  vic:(ory  gained  on  Lake  Champlain, 
Otif!  e  eleventh'.of  September,  in  the  year  one 
tbraj  sand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  over  a 
PrE  sh  squadroii  of  superior  force. 

k^olvcd.  Thai  the  President  of  the  United 
pt*(fs  be  reque,jted  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be  Resolution,  expresHive  of  the  icnse  of  Congreta  rela- 
<trf(|k,  emblemiilical  of  the  action  between  the  ,  ^''®  '°  ^*  capture  of  the  Bntieh  aloop  Reindeer,  by 
♦wl  jsquadrons,  and  to  present  them    to  Captain         ^^^  American  sloop  Waap. 

MJ(loDough  and  Captain  Robert  Heniy. and  also  |  Resolved.  <fc.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
10  Lieutenant  SrephenCas.sin.  in  such  manner  as;  ted  Slates  be  requested  to  present  to  Captain 
inaL;be  most  honorable  to  them  ;  and  that  the  ,  Johnston  Blakely,ofthesloop  Wasp,  a  gold  medal 
I'ftKlent  be  further  requested  to  present  a  silver  I  with  suitable  devices,  and  a  silver  rnedal  with 
Oaei^l  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  to  iike  devices,  lo  each  of  the  commissioned  officers 
♦acjijot  the  coramiseioned  officers  of  the  Navy  and  also  a  sword  to  each  of  the  midshipmen  and 
$0(i  Army  servi.jg  on  board,  and  a  sword  to  each  |  the  sailingmaster,  of  the  aforesaid  vessel  in  tes- 
C)t  «e  midshipmen  and  saiiingmasters.  who  so  timony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  c'onTress 
'k  H  '^'*!'°?"'='''^^  themselves  in  that  memor-  |  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  oflfcers 
aU^jConflict.  ^     „       _,  ....        Jandcrew,  in  the  action  with  the  British  iloop  of 

MtW^ed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  ;  war  Reindeer,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  June  in 
Stalls  be  reque..ted  to  present  a  silver  medal,  i  the  year  one  lhou.<;and  eight  hundred  and  four- 
WiA^like  emblems  and  devices,  to  the  nearest;  teen;  in  which  action  determined  bravery  and 
majrjrelative  of  Lieutenant  Peter  Gamble,  and  of  cool  intrepidity,  in  nineteen  minutes,  obtained  a 
IjietiVnant  John  Stansbury.  and  to  communicate  decisive  victory,  by  boardin<T. 
Po  iWra  the  deep  regret  which  Congress  feel  for  Approved,  November  3.  1814. 
thertssof  those  gallant  men,  whose  names  ought  | 

fQ  ID?  in  the  recollection  and  affection  of  a  grate-  i  

untry. 


tfolred.  Th^t  three  months'  pay  be  allowed, 
'jsively  of  fhe  common  allowance,  to  all 
^i^tty  officers^  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry 
jrjig  as  mariaes.  who  so  gloriously  supported 
th«i;)onor  of  thi?  American  flag  on  that  raem- 
(^ra||eday. 

'unproved.  October  20,  1814. 


Rcaolutiona,  expreaaive  of  the  aenae  of  Congreaa  of  the 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  wliich  the  repuU- 
lion  of  the  arifia  of  the  United  States  baa  been  aua- 
tained  by  Major  General  Brown,  Major  General 
Scott,  Major  General  Porter,  Major  General  Gaines, 
Major  General  Macomb,  and  Brigadiers  Ripley  and 
MUler. 


/Jiproved^  October  20,  1814.  Resolved,  f  c.  That  the  thanks  of  Congre.ss  be, 

•^'  i        ■nd  they  are  hereby,  presented  to  Major  General 

'  ^     ,        r  Brown,  and,  through  him,  to  the  officers  and  men, 

uon,  empovienng  the  Joint  Library  Committee  ,  of  the  regular  army,  and  of  the  militia,  under  h.s 

W.^Ubrar°  '^'''"''  ^         "'  °^  ^''  ^'^'  '  <^o™"^«"'^'  ^^'  'heir  gallantry  and  good  conduct 

ifr-    7*  J  "^"^^  *rr.i.       u     »  '  '"    '^^  successive  battles  of  Chippewa,  Niagara, 

J^folved,  .^c.  !Tbat  the  Joint  Library  Commit-  :  and  Erie,  in  Upper  Canada,  in  which  British  vet- 
tee  y|  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  be,  and  they  |  eran  troops  were  beaten  and  repulsed  by  equal  or 
artyereby,  auil^orized  and  empowered  to  con-  inferior  numbers;  and  that  the  President  of  the 
Uaj< on  their  ps^rt.for  the  purchase  of  the  library  |  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal 
Of  ^^•.  Jeffersopj.  late  President  of  the  United  |  to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  these  triumphs,  and 
JMJk^.  lor  the  ufce  of  both  Houses  of  Congress;  |  presented  to  Major  General  Brown 
2Dd(|iat  the  con,mittee  lay  the  terms  of  said  con-  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
lr»fJ.f  efore  Conjrress,  for  their  ratification.  States  be  requested  to  cause  a  gold   medal  to  be 

/Jl^proved,  October  21,  1814.  struck,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  and 

;         I  presented  to  Major  General  Scott,  in  testimony 

^  iition,  eiprc^iive  of  the  aenac  of  Congreas  rela-    ""/  '^^  ^'"''  f  "'^  entertained   by  Congress  of  his 

t  t  Stothevictori'ofthe  Peacock  over  the  Epervier       !  *''^''"ff"'s»ied  services  in  the  conflicts  of  Chippe- 

,  "]    ,     /  ^     Vru       I     r,        ,  I  wa»nu  i^iagara,  and  of  his  uniform  gallantry  and 

7|,«o/rec/,<^c.,That  the  President  of  the  United  i  good  conduct  in  sustaining  the  reputation  of  the 

^tiii.^s  be  reque!:ted  to  present  to  Captain  Lewis  I  arms  of  the  United  States 

{Vi  i'ngton,  of  (be  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  a  gold  '  Resolved.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
T  'V'  ^''f^.sU'fHble  emblems  and  devices,  and  a  I  States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be 
if"  u  "^'^  '■''^  etnbleras  and  devices,  to  I  struck,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  and 
iic  iDl  the  coD>missioned  officers,  and  a  sword  ■  presented  to  Brigadier  General  Ripley.  Brigadier 
to  ♦.^•chof  the  pidshipmen.  and  to  the  sailing  General  Miller,  and  Major  General  Porter,  in  tes- 
tn$|fr,  of  the  taid  vessel,  m  testimony  of  the  !  timony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress 
hfrlTn?  '°'f;'*'7'^  by  Congress  of  the  gal- ,  of  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  several 
lasi.Jr  and  good  Conduct  ol  the  officers  and  crew,  |  conflicts  of  Chippewa,  Niagara,  and  Erie. 
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Resolutions. 


Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  presented  to  Major  General 
Gaines,  and,  through  him,  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
conduct,  in  defeating  the  enemy  at  Erie  on  the 
fifteenth  of  August ;  repelling,  with  great  slaugh- 
ter, the  attack  of  a  British  veteran  army,  superior 
in  number;  and  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal 
to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  this'  triumph,  and 
presented  to  Major  General  Gaines. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be.  and 
they  are  hereby,  presented  to  Major  General 
Macomb,  and,  through  him.  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  regular  army  under  his  command,  and 
to  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  New  York  and 
Vermont,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
in  defeating  the  enemy  at  Plaiisburg.  on  the  elev- 
enth of  September;  repelling,  with  one  thousand 
five  hundred  men.  aided  by  a  body  of  militia  and 
volunteers  iVom  New  Vork  and  Vermont,  a  Brit- 
ish veteran  army,  greatly  superior  in  number; 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  em- 
blematical of  this  triumph,  and  presented  to  Ma- 
jor General  Macomb. 

Approved.  November  3,  1814. 


Rcaotution,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  humiliation, 
fasting,  and  prayer. 

It  being  a  duty,  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  time 
of  public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly 
to  acknowledge  our  dependence  on  Almighty 
God,  and  to  implore  his  aid  and  protection : 
Therefore, 

Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  iitates  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  a  joint  committee  of 
both  Houses  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day 
of  public  humiliation,  prayer,  and  fasting,  to  be 
observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  with 
religious  solemnity,  and  the  offering  of  fervent 
supplications  to  Almighty  God  for  the  safety  and 
welfare  of  these  States,  his  blessing  on  their 
arms,  and  a  speedy  restoration  of  peace. 


Reaolution,  for  furniahing  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  and 
of  the  documents  published  under  their  order. 

Resolved,  <fc..  That  one  copy  of  the  public  Jour- 
nals of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
andof  ihedocuments  publishedunder  the  ordersof 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  respec- 
tively, which  have  been,  or  shall  be.  published  by 
virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  be  transmitted  to  the  Executive  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  of 
the  said  Commonwealth. 

Approved,  December  1,  1814 


ReaolutioDB,  expreaaive  of  the  high  sense  entertained 

by  Congress  of  the  patriotism  and  good  conduct  of 

the  people  of  Louisiana  andof  New  Orleans,  during 

the  late  military  operations  before  that  city. 

Resolved,  f  c.  That  Congress  entertain  a  high 
sense  of  the  patriotism,  fidelity,  zeal,  and  cour- 
age, with  which  the  people  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana promptly  and  unanimously  stepped  forth, 
under  circumstances  of  imminent  danger  from  a 
powerful  invading  army,  in  the  defence  of  all  the 
individual,  social,  and  political  rights  held  dear 
by  man.  Congress  declare  and  proclaim  that  the 
brave  Louisianians  deserve  well  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  generosity,  benevolence,  and  humanity,  dis- 
played by  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  in  volun- 
tarily affording  the  best  accommodations  in  their 
power,  and  giving  the  kindest  attentions,  to  the 
wounded,  not  only  of  our  own  army,  but  also  to 
the  wounded  prisoners  of  a  vanquished  foe. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions to  be  communicated  to  his  Excellency,  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  accompanied  with  a  re- 
quest that  he  cause  the  greatest  possible  publicity 
to  be  given  to  them,  for  the  information  of  the 
whole  people  of  Louisiana. 

Approved,  February  22,  1815. 


Resolutions,  expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained 
by  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of 
Commodore  D.  T.  Patterson,  and  Major  D.  Carmick, 
and  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  under  their 
command,  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

Resolved,  ^c,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high 
sense  of  the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Commo- 
dore D.  T.  Patterson,  of  the  officers,  petty  officers, 
and  seamen,  attached  to  his  command,  for  their 
prompt  and  efficient  co-operaiion  with  General 
Jackson,  in  the  late  gallant  and  successful  defence 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  when  assailed  by  a 
powerful  British  force. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Major  Daniel 
Carmick,  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  marines,  under  his  command,  in  the  de- 
tence  of  the  said  city,  on  the  late  memorable  oc- 
casion. 

Approved,  February  22,  1815. 


Resolutions,  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Major  General  Jackson,  nnd  the  troops  under  bis 
command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

Rtsolved,  fc.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be. 
and  they  are  hereby,  given  to  Major  General 
Jackson,  and.  through  him.-to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  army,  of  the  militia,  and  of 
the  volunteers,  under  his  command,  the  greater 
proportion  of  which  troops  consisted  of  militia 
and  volunteers,  suddenly  collected  together,  for 
their  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  con- 
spicuously displayed  against  the  enemy,  from  the 
time  of  his  landing  before  New  Orleans  until  his 


r- 


APPENDIX. 


1968 


Hesolutiotu. 


f^-*- 


i^jM  expulsion  therefrom;  and  particularly  for 
l^y  valor,  skill,  and  good  conduct,  on  the  eighth 
JQ^  January  la^t.  in  repulsing,  with  great  slaughter, 
*^rnumerous  British  army,  of  chosen  veteran 
ijitops,  when  iittempting,  by  a  bold  and  daringat- 
<|5(|k,  to  carry>by  storm  the  works  hastily  thrown 
t|ifor  the  projection  of  New  Orleans ;  and  there- 
tmobtaini  ng  a  most  signal  victory  over  the  enemy, 
wifith  a  disparity  of  loss,  on  his  part,  unexampled 
Iftlmilitary  an;ials. 

'^(iesolved.   'that   the  President  of  the  United, 
pastes  be  reqijested  to  cause  to  be  struck,  a  gold 
p^al,  with  dfsvices  emblematical  of  this  splendid 
ill  ijieveraent,  Jind    presented   to   Major   General 
^kfkson,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tifiiied   by  Coijgress  of  his  judicious  and  distin- 
^Mshed  conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 
.    iiesolred.  T^hat    the   President  of  the  United 
f^jtes  be  requested   to  cause  the  foregoing  reso- 
^liaons  to  be  fommunicated   to   Major   General 
;J|^<son,  in  sD7:h   terms  as  they  may  deem  best 
e^'Vulated  to  srive  effect  to  the  objects  thereof. 
.    Approved,  February  27,  1815. 

legolution,  i|irecting  the  manner  of  providing  sta- 
pnery,  and  •rocuring  the  printing,  for  the  Senate 
iid  Hou^  of  Representatives. 

tesohed,  <f(v,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ai  r^nd  the  Citjrk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
b' jSJirected,  infimedutely  after  the  adjournment 
o;Tjne  present, .and  each  succeeding,  Congress,  to 


aforesaid,  in  the  month  of  April  thereafter,  to  no- 
tify the  lowest  bidder  or  bidders  (whose  securities 
are  deemed  sufficient)  of  the  acceptance  of  his  or 
their  proposals:  Provided,  That  this  resolution 
shall  not  be  so  construed,  as  to  prevent  the  Sec- 
retary and  Clerk  aforesaid  from  contracting  for 
separate  parts  of  the  supplies  of  stationery  and 
printing  required  to  be  furnished. 
Approved.  March  3.  1815. 


Resolution*,  relative  to  the  diatribution  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
cause  to  be  distributed,  among  the  members  of  the 
present  Congress,  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  ordered  by  law  to  be  printed,  as  soon  as 
the  same  shall  be  completed. 

Resolved.  That  ^o  many  of  the  remaining  copies 
of  the  laws  as  are  not  already  directed  to  be 
distributed,  be  deposited  in  the  Congressional 
Library. 

Approved.  March  3,  1815, 


Resolution,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  wait  upon  the  President,  arid  request  that  he 
recommend  a  day  oi  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  Uod, 
for  restoring  to  these  United  States  the  ble.vsings  of 
peace. 

Resolved,  ^-c.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both 

,     '.         , .---,-o; 0-— .Houses  wait  upon    the  President  of  the  United 

rtise,  thre^  weeks  successively,  in  two  news- '  States,  and  request  that   he  recommend  a  day  ol 
rs   printec*  in   the  District  of  Columbia,  for  i  thanksgiving,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the 

United  States,  with  religious  solemnity,  and  the 
offering  of  devout  acknowledgments  to  Almighty 
God,  »or  his  great  goodness,  manifested  in  restor- 
ing to  these  United  States  the  blessing  of  peace. 
LANGDON  CHEVES, 

Speaker  of  the  House. 
JOHN  GAILLARD. 

President  of  the  Senate. 


losals  for  jjjpplying  the  Senate  and  House  of 

resentativris.  during  the  succeeding  Congress, 

1     the    necessary     stationery   and    printing; 

ii^ch  adverti^sement  shall  describe  the  kind  of 

?ionery   anrf   printing  required;  and  that  the 

^losals  to  be  made  be  accompanied  with  suffi- 

i|it    security;  for    their    performance.     And   it 

lAl  be   the  ^uty  of  the  Secretary  and  Clerk 
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SENATE.  —  THIRD    SESSION. 


A.  Page. 

Accommodation  of  Congress,  a  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  a  joint 
committee  to  inquire  concerning  the  bet- 
ter, 6lc.  ...... 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   • 

read  a  third  time,  and  nec;atived  on  the  que:»- 
tion  of  passage        ..... 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  resolution,  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  altering  the  Chambers  for  the  better     • 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

a  bill  from  said  committee  in  pursuance, 
read       -        -         

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      ... 

Additional  Appropriations,  a  bill  from  the  Houfie 

of  Representatives  making,  tor  the  year 

1814,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading    ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

a  similar  bill  from  tlie  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  the  service  of  1816,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  ..... 
Admirals.  (See  Naval  Ojfficert.) 
Algenne  Cruisers,  a  confidential  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  seamen  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States  against  the,  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed 
Algiers,  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  concerning  the  hostUe  proceed- 
ings of  the  Dey  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations     - 

the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject     .         .        - 

Alleganey,  a  memorial  of  the  owners  of  the  ship, 
referred  to  a  committee  .... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  said  owners,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported,  and  recommitted  ... 

again  reported,  without  amendment     • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
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American  Antiquarian  Society,  a  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  fur- 
nishing a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Congress 

to  the 

read  a  first  time 

read  a  second  time     •         •        .        .        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
American  Seamen,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  recommending  the 
exclusive  employment  of,  in  navigation, 
referred   to  the   Committee    on    Foreign 
Relations       ...... 

report  of  said  committee     .... 

Anacostia  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  the, 

twice  read,  and   referred  ... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading    ..... 

Armories,  Arms.  &c.,  Mr.  Horsey  submitted  sun- 
dry resolutions  concerning       ... 
amended,  and  agreed  to     - 
a  report  from  the  War  Department,  in  obe- 
dience  to  the  resolutions,  showing   the 
amount  of  expenditures  on  account  of    - 

Army  of  the  United  Slates,  a  bill  making  further 
provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the,  dec. 
read        ....... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
in  .....•- 

Mr.  Mason  submitted  a  resolution,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  state- 
ment of  enlistments,  appointments,  &c., 

in  the    -         - 

amended,  and  agreed  to- 
ft bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  di- 
recting the  Staff  officers  of  the,  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  naval  and  marine 
ofBcers,  in  certain  cases        ... 

read  a  first  time 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .        -         - 
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\'\]  ^  Page 

j^lfi  fid,  Wjlliam|  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 

!       resentaliv,  §  for  relief  of 
»     I    ead  a  (in>t  tjmc 
J     r,  *ad  a  ?econtl  tim» 

J     /^irdered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
j     5  ;ead  a  third  lime,  and  passed 
;\»^4*nt  Doorkt  epcr,   Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a 
,      ^j    resolution 'for  thr  appointment  of  an 
*  •  r  pdefiniteiy  brostponed         -         -         .         . 

Pfa^jQore,  Mr.  Shith  presented  the  memorial  of 
I  :ti   ^^^  Committee  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of, 


179 
180 
181 
186 
187 

123 
225 


if;    pray  in?  pipvision  for  the  defence  thereof, 
)  .If  ,   read,  and  ^rdered  to  be  printed 
^*V-l4of  ^^c  Uni«d  States,  r.  bill  to  incorporate 
I     |f  the  subscribers  to  the,  read 
'     |.»ead 


a  seco 


nffl  tim( 


203 
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I  ,  ^urdered  to  a  (hird  reading 
;  '  «/iead  a  third  ^ime,  and  passed 
;  ;  f I  (See,  also,.  Aa/j'cna/  Bank.) 
Bir.'.iry  Powers,;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the 
,  i  i  Committetjon  Naval  Affairs  were  instruct- 
■  «  ;^  ed  to  inqijire  what  provision  should  be 
:  « t  f  made  by  lijw  for  protecting  the  commerce 
J  ;  Jl  and  seameji  of  the  United  Sutes  against 

»  -1;  »fa«         -    ' 344 

'  'Tj       (^c   Alj^erinf  Cruisers.) 


I$W»ttur,  James,  i^jpointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 

•  '  ij  g"*'ature  oM'irginia,  in  place  of  Richard 
;  •  1^  ^rent,  deci'fased,  produced  his  credentials, 

•  n  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

I|*r^.|ow,  Farnngion,  administrator  of  Mary  Rap- 
;     ,     pleyea,  a  Ijill  from  the  House  ol  Kepre- 

•  r'sentatives  (lir  the  relief  of 

1     J.*ad  a  first  tiiie 

)     ,f«ad  a  second  time     -         .         -         .         . 
;     Lklered  to  a  ttird  reading  -         -         .         . 
t>f«d  a  third  t^ne,  and  passed 
BdrrL^-,  Joshua,  ajiill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

•  •jscntatives  lj>r  relief  of  the   petty  officers 
I  and  8eamer|  serving  under,  read,  and  re- 

,  tferred     .     ^    .  '     . 


i.JipoTied  with-^ut  umendment 
^>Jefinitely  p<|Btponcd 


BftrrC; Edward,  ar|j  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Ander- 

^>on  prepentjd  the  petition  of,  referred 

i^ill  for  relief* of,  read         -         -         .         . 

i     ^yid  a  second ^Ume     -         -         -         .         . 

ii^erred  to  a  c^immitlee        -  -  .  . 

Bjrr j;.|Williani  T.^  appointed   a  Senator  by  the 

•  nf.egislature^f  Kentucky,  in  place  of  Geo. 
,  t?M.  Bibb,  riyiigned,  produced  his  creden- 
1     ^Vals,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat 

B?3«lw]Mounljoy,  icrgcant-at-Arms,  Mr.  Howell 

♦  ;  *[lp'"Ps« filed  ajesolution  to  authorize,  to  em- 

•  '  ^itfloy  an  assytant,  Ac,  read     - 

•^td  a  second  i»nd  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Benrilit,  Wm.  P.,  ji  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
^"yescntativesifor  relief  of,  read  - 
^d  a  second  ttme,  atid  referred  - 
;  ^ered  to  a  tKird  reading  -  -         .  . 

.     i^d  a  third  ti^ie,  and  passed 
B3)l?,j'-*('.  W.,  of  Giorgio,  appeared,  and  took  his 

BiJU    elected,  Mr.  Vromentin  submitted  a  resolu- 
I       Jion  that  a  Ijst  of,  be  printed  at  the  end  of 

*  li'^ery  sessior^ 

I    1  (L-rred  to  a  committee       .... 

I  ^        i 
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Blakely,  Captain  Johnston,  a  letter  from  the  8ec- 
reUry  of  the  Navy,  cominunicnting  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  Reindeer 
by,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  - 
Mr.  Tait  reported  a  resolution  expressive  of 
the  sense-  of  Congress  relative  to,  read  - 
read  a  second  tune,  and  ordered  to   a   third 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimouslv  • 
Bland,  Edward,  and  others,  the   petition   of,   re- 
ferred to  the  SecreUry  of  the  Nary 
the  report  of  that  officer  referred  to  the  Naval 
Committee     ----.. 
said  committee  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  same     -         -         .         . 
Bledsoe,  Jesse,  a  letter  from,  to  the  President  of 

the  Senate,  and  proceedings  thereon 
Boilevin,  Nicholas,  .Mr.  Kerr  presented  the  peti- 

lion  of,  referred 

report  thereon  indefinitely  postponed  - 
Boundary  lines,  on  moUon   of  .Mr.  Anderson,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  esUblishing,  between 
the  United  States  and  Creek  Indians 
a  bill  in  pursuance,  read     .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a   third 
reading  -----. 

read  a  third  tjm«',  and  passed       -         .         . 
Bowie  &,  Kurtz,  and  others.     (See  AlUganey.) 
Brahany,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  liepre- 
^entatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,   the  death  of,   an- 
nounced, and  the  proceedings  thereon 
Brown,  Obadiah  B.,  a  message  from  the  Senate 

that  they  have  chosen,  chaplain 
Brown,  Major  General  Jacob,  and  others,  resolu- 
tions from  the  House  of  Representatives 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the 
gallantry,  Ac,  of,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  parsed  unanimously  -         -         . 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  asked  a  conference, 
which  was  granted  .... 

modifications  reported  by  conferees  agreed  to 
Brown,  Mr.,  of  Louisiana,  speech  of,  on  the  res- 
olution concerning  the  gallant  defence  of 

New  Orleans 

Bryar,  Wm,  Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of 
Burnham,  James.     (See  CooUdge,  Uriah.) 
Business  in  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock, 
a  committee  was  appointed  under  the  42«1 
rule  for  conducting  .         .         .         . 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  a  similar  com- 
mittee was  appointed  under  the  22d  rule 

c. 

Caldwell,  Bratton.     (See  Smith,  Uaac.) 
Calef,  John.     (See  Shinniek,  Jacob.) 
Canton  District,  Ohio,  a  bill  from   the  House  of 
Representatives  attaching  certain  lands  to 

the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
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Capitol,  Ac,  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a  resolution 
for  a  committee  to  inquire   as   to  the  ex- 
tent of  injury  done  to  the         -         -         -       20 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -       21 

Carmick,  Major  D.,  a   resolution   expressive  of 
the  aense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry,  &c., 
of,  read  ......     236 

read  a  second  lime     ...         -         -     236 
read  a  third  lime, and  passed  unanimously  -     238 
Carriages  and  Harness,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  laying  duties  on,  read  -  118 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred  -  -  119 
reported  wilhoul  amendment  -  -  -  120 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  126 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments      127 

CastiUe,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read      -         -         -       43 
read  a  second  lime     -----       44 
referred  to  a  committee       -         •         -         -       48 
reported  without   amendment,   and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading    -  -  -  -  -      112 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  -  -      113 

Chalmers,  John,  jr.,  a   bill   from   the  House   of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read     -         -       45 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -       47 

reported  without   amendment,  and   ordered 

to  a  third  reading 47 

read  a  third  tjme,  and  passed      -  -  -        48 

Cbamplain,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions respecting  nival  victory  on  Lake     -       22 
read  a  second   and  third  time,  and   passed 

unanimously  .....       23 

Chaplains,  .Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  two       -         -        11 
read  three  times,  and  passed       -         -         -       16 
Chapman,  Christian.     (See  Shinnick,  Jacob.) 
Cbace,  Dudley,  of  Vermont,  appeared  and  took 

his  teat 15 

Chesapeake  Bay,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  reso- 
lution for  exploring  the  -         -         -         •     251 
referred  to  a  committee      ....     253 
a  bill  to  provide  for  exploring  the  waters  of 

the,  read 261 

read  a  second  time     ....         -     267 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         -     274 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...     276 
Ciarkson,   David   M.,   and   others,  Mr.  German 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  National  Bank      -         -       20 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         •       34 
(See  i^ational  Bank.) 
Clerks,  report  of  payments  made  to,  in  the  Trea- 
sury Department    -----      175 
report  of  payments  in  the  office  of  the  Post- 
master General       .....     277 
of  the  Senate,  a  resolution  giving  a  certain 
sum  to  each,  for  services,  read,  and  a  sec- 
ond reading  objected  to  -         -         -         -     300 
Cochrane,  Admiral,  the  President  communicated 
copies  of  a  correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  -         -         -        19 

Collectors  of  Direct  Tax,  <Stc.,  a   bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of,  twice  read,  and  referred       -     273 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 282 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 

amended 285 


Page. 

Commissaries  of  Subsistence,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  appoint- 
ment of 228 

read  a  first  time 229 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred                    .     230 
reported  with  amendments          ...     232 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -          -          .          .     234 
reported  correctly  engrossed  as  amended     •     236 
Commissioner  of  Revenue,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  allowing  a  clerk  to  the, 
read  twice      --....       46 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .       47 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee   48 

reported   with   amendments,  and   again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -  -  -       92 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -       92 
Commissioners  under   the  Yazoo   Act,  a  repre- 
sentation of  the,  staling  their  inability  to 
serve,  was  referred  to  a  committee  -         -      137 
a   bill  fupplementary  to  the  act   providing 
for  indemnity  of  certain  claimants  to  land 
in  Mississippi  Territory,  read  ...     142 

read  a  second  time 144 

referred  to  a  committee       ....     147 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading        -  -         .  .  -      149 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     160 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -----     173 

amendments  concurred  in  with  an  amend- 
ment     ---.--.     178 
to   which    the    House   of    Representatives 

agreed  -         -         -         -         -         -         -179 

Condict,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 16 

Congress,  commencement  of  the  third  session  of 

the  Thirteenth 9 

Con.^titution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  two 
hundred  copies  of  the,  and  rules  for  con- 
ducting    business,   were    ordered    to    be 
printed  for  the  use  of  Senators        -         -        11 
Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature  of  Connecticut  proposing  sun- 
dry amendments  to  the  -         -         -         -     280 

Mr.  Varnum  also  submitted  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  .Massachusetts  to  the 
same  effect     .----.     284 

Continental  Powers  of  Europe,  Mr.  Giles  sub. 
mitted  a  resolution  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the    United    States  to  lay  before 
the  Senate  such  information  as  he  may 
deem  proper  respecting  the  existing  rela- 
tions between  the  United  Sutes  and  the, 
agreed  to        -----         •        18 

Contingent  Expenses  of  Government,  the  Presi- 
dent transmitted  «n  account  of  the  -     164 
Contingent   Funds  of  Congress,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  requiring  the 
Secretary   of   the   Senate   and    Clerk   of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  give  se- 
curity, &c.,  for  the,  read          -         -         -     237 
read  a  second  time     -----     245 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         •     252 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -     254 
Contracts,  a  report  of  the,  made  by  the   Navy 

Department  ------     161 

report  by  the  Secretary  of  War  -         -     229 

report  by  the  Postmaster  General       -         -     232 
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lidge.  Lriaii,  and  Jamea  Burnham,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Repreeentatives  for  relief  of, 

fc    f  ^         road       '----... 

\  )     f   read  a  8e.^ond  time,  and  referred 

reported  'rithout  amendment      ... 
•  ;|>»    ordered  tqf  a  third  reading  -  -         . 

■  t  M    read  a  thijrd  time,  and  passed      - 
lfC|mberland    Koad.    the    President    transmitted 
the  repirt  of  the   Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  on  »he  subject  of  the         -         -         - 
referred  ti^  a  committee       .... 

a  bill  in  a,ldition  to  the  act  to  regulate,  Ac, 
the,  rea^l         ...... 

,i   read  a  sec«nd  time      -         -         .         .         . 
Cc  ordered  ti4  a  third  reading  .... 

Tf  read  a  thijd  time,  and  passed      - 
ijls,  Charle(<,  election  of,  as  Secretary  of  the 
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^>  speech  of,  on  the  militia  bill 
Ijjj^a,  Samuel  jW.,  of  Connecticut,  appeared  and 
igf      took  hisfseat  •         •         .         .         . 

DtAien,  David   a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
f^      sontativ^s  for  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
• '  \      atives  0^  twice  read,  and  referred    - 
■  ^^  reported  without  amendment      ... 
•** the  third  r/ading  negatived 
iJj^t'nce    of  N(.w    Orleans,    Mr.    Giles   reported 
l^i      sundry  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  Congjess  of  the  gallant,  read 
I  read  a  secrnd  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  .--.... 
^^read  a  thiril  time,  and  passed    unanimously 
'.f  returned  lr»)m  the  House  of  Representatives 

I^     with  amendments 

i  referred  to  i}ie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
f  -report  of  jiartial  agreement  and  disagree- 
*}  ment,  ai^pted  -  .  .  .  . 
i  nhe  House  of  Representatives  insist  on  their 

4^     araendmnits 

j|the  Senate. resolved  to  adhere     - 
^  rthc  House  pf  RepresenUtives  ask  a  confer- 
j  1    ence,  whjch  is  agreed  to  -         .         . 

J  anodificatio^s  reported,  accepted 
DAitute    and  Distressed  American  Seamen,  a 
f^    bill   front  the   House   of  Representatives 
.  1?    authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  make 
,      an   additional  allowance   to  owners    and 
masters  c^  vessels  for  bringing  back,  to  the 
United  Spates,  read  .         .         .         .43 

!  '^ead  a  second  time     -         ....       44 
•■'ead  a  third;  time,  and  passed      -         -         -      111 
Def.;;hment  froi^  the  Militia.     (See  Militia.) 
Wi  (t  Tai,  a  bijl  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
-  V^    atives  to  povide  for  assessing  and  collect- 
P    ing  a,  rea^      -         -         .         .  .         .135 

,  *ead  a  secoijd  tune,  and  referred  -         .     136 

1^  reported  wi|hout  amendment     -         .         .138 
"  *rdered  to  aHhird  reading  -         .         .      14s 

Jead  a  third-time,  and  passed      -         .         -      160 
[^  bill  from  tjie  House  of  RepresenUtives  to 
,-^    amend  thi  act  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read        170 
tjead  a  secorjd  time,  and  referred         -         -     171 
f  reported  witji  amendmenU  -         .         .     202 

*1  Ordered  to  aithird  reading  as  amended         -     252 
j^ad  a  thirdkime,  and  passed  as  amended    -     254 
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Direct  Tax — continued.  p 

the  House  of  RepresenUtives  agreed  to  the 
amendments  with  an  amendment, to  which 
the  Senate  objected,  and  insuted  on  their 
amendments  -         -         .         .         . 

the  House  of  RepresenUtives  also  insisted 
and  asked  a  conference,  which  is  agreed  to 
report  of  the  conferees,  adopted 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives  for   laying   a    direct    Ux 
upon  the,  read         -         -         -         -         . 
read  a  accond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendmenU     -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed      • 
DocumenU,  .Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion   concerning    the    number    of,   to    be 
printed,  read  and  referred        ... 
reported  without  amendment,  and  agreed  to 
Doyle,  James,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      - 
the  third  reading  negatived 
Drawback,  Mr.   Horsey  submitted   a  resolution 
concerning     --.... 
amended,  and  agreed  to      ...         . 
a  bill  to  allow,  of  dutiea  on  spinu.  dec,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Drury,  Wilfred.     (See  Guy,  Matt  hew.) 

E. 

Earthquakes,  a  bill   from    the  House  of  Repre- 
senUtives for  relief  of  cerUin  inhabiUnU 
of  New  Madrid,  Miwouri  Territory,  who 
suffered  by  the  late,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read    a    third    time,    and    passed    with    thi? 
amendment    ---... 
Eastern   Branch  Bridge  Company,   Mr.   Brent 
presented  the  memorial  of  the,  referred    - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
relief  of  the,  read  three  times,  and  passed 
Eccleston,    Charles,    representatives     of.       (See 

Frazer,  .Solomon.) 
Elliott,  William,  Mr.  RoberU  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  concerning  a    floating  battery, 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
the  report  of  that  officer  thereon 
EmoIumenU  of  Collectors,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 

retary  of  the  Treasury  showing  the 
Estates  of  InsolvenU,  Mr.  Rol>erU  presented  the 
petition  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  respecting  the  -  -  . 
Evans,  OUver,  .Mr.  RoberU  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  praying  an  extension  of  his  patent 

nghu,  referred 

a  bill  to  extend  the   time  of  his  patent  for 
improvemeou   m  steam  engines,  read   a 

firat  time 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendmenU  .... 

which  were  concurred  in    - 
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Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause    to  be 
built  one  or  more,  read  -         -         -         -     138 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     142 

reported  with  amendmenU  -         -         -     146 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     162 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      163 
Flotilla  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tail, 
tlie  Committee  on  Naval  .\ffair8  were  in- 
Rtrurted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  several  act*  concerning  the     251 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read     ....     253 
read  a  second  time     .....     257 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     267 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

witli  amendmenU,  and  concurred  in  -     273 

Foreign  Intercourse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  were  in- 
structed to    iiiquire  whether  any   of  the 
laws  respecting,  ought  to  be  repealed  or 
modiOed  ......     260 

Foreign  Relations,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  a  letter  from  the  Secre. 
tary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  our  .         -       21 
Forfeited  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authorizing  the  sale  of,  read     -     268 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     270 

reported   without   amendment,  and    indefi- 
nitely postponed     -         .         -         -         -     279 
Fortifications,  die,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vamura, 
the  SecreUry  of  War  was  directed  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures in  each  SUte  for     -         -         -         -     186 

Frazer,  Solomon,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  RepresenUtives  for  the  relief  of,  read  -     268 
read  a  third  lime,  and  referred    -         -         -     269 
reported   without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading   ...         -         -     272 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...     277 
Friends,  Mr.  RoberU  presented  a  petition  of  the 

religious  Society  of,  referred   -  -  -      141 

the  committee  thereon  discharged        -         -     252 
Fromentin,  Mr.,  of  Louisiana,  speech  of,  on  the 

bill  for  repairing  the  pubhc  buildings        -     216 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

defence  of  New  Orleans  .  ...     241 

Frothingham,  John ,  and  Arthur  Tappan,  Mr.  Gore 
presented  the  petition  of,  which  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee  ....     249 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...         -     258 

read  a  second  time 261 

indefinitely  postponed         ....     287 


Gaillard,  John,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern., 

took  the  Chair 10 

election  of,  on  the  death  of  the  \ice  Presi- 

dent  of  the  United  SUtes         -  -  -      110 

address  of,  on  Uking  the  Chair  -         -         -     1 1 1 
Gaines,  Brigadier  General,  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant  conduct 
of,  Ac,  read  twice,  and  referred      -         -        28 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  unanimously          -         -         -       29 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to 
the   amendments,  and  a  conference  was 
appointed 31 


Page. 
Gamble,  William,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  me- 
morial of 134 

referred  to  a  committee  -  .  .  -  135 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  •  -  144 
read  a  second  time  .....  146 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  149 
Georgftown  College,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  concerning  the,  read  .  224 
read  a  second  time  .....  225 
referred  to  a  committee  ....  229 
reported  without  amendment  ...  266 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  274 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  277 
German,  Obadiah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 15 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  late  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  notice  of  a  bill  concerning  the 

widow  of 128 

Mr.  Gore,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  author- 
izing payment  to  the  widow  of  of  salary 
to  the  end  of  his  term,  which  was  read    -     130 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......     ]3l 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     132 
Ghent,  the  President  transmitted  communications 

from  the  Commissioners  at      -         -         -     118 
Gilman,  Nicholas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 
a  resolution  of  respect  to  the  memory  of, 
was  passed     -         -         -         -         -         -16 

Girard,  Stephen,  .Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred 32 

a  bill  concerning  duties  on  notes  of  banks 
and  bankers,  &c.,  read    ....       36 

read  a  second  time     .....       3? 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -     110 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     112 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Plated  Ware,  a  bill  fi-om  the 

House  of  Representatives  laying  a  duty 

on,  read  twice,  and  referred     ...     224 

reported  with  an  amendment      ...     261 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -         -         -      268 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     270 
Goldsborough,  Rol)ert  H.,  of  Maryland,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat    -         -         -         -         -       15 

speech  of,  on  the  militia  bill         -         -         -     103 
Goods,  Wares,  and  .Merchandise,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  laying  duties  on, 
read      -  ......     132 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     133 
reported  with  amendmenU  -         -         -135 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -      138 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     142 
the  House  of  RepresenUtives  disagreed  to 

the  amendments,  with  one  exception       -     147 
the  Senate  receded  from  all,  but  one  -         -     148 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist  on  disa- 
greeing to  that  one.  and  a  conference  is 
agreed  to        -        -         •         -         -         •     1^^ 
report  of  the  managers  agreed  to         -         -     162 
on  motionof  .Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  a  com- 
mittee   was    appointed    to    consider    the 
expediency  of  repealing   all  acU  laying 
additional  duties  on        -         -         -         -     251 

Gore.  Christopher,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  «eat 21 

speech  of,  on  the  militia  bill        ...       95 
on  the  direct  ux  bill  -         -         -         -         -     ^^ 
the  credential*  of,  as  Senator  for  the  next  six 
years,  were  read,  and  filed       ...     293 
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a  Page 
Vernment,  v  Ull  from  the  House  of  Reprcaent- 
atives  ifiakin?  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of*  read 

read  a  scijond  time,  and  referred 

II  .    reported  \*ithout  amendment 
•  J  amended,, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
:   read  a  thifd  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
^   the  Hou««^  of  Representatives  concur  in  the 
^-       amcndit'^ents,  with  an  amendment  - 
«  to  which  t|he  Senate  agreed 
C  afr,  Matthew, and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 
J      of  Rcpri-sentatives  concerning 

!>  read  a  firci  time 

■i  read  a  second  time 

»  referred  to^a  committee       .... 

1  reported  w>uh  amendment*  ... 

1 1  ordered  top  third  reading  .... 

*  read  a  thiril  time,  and  recommitted     - 
{reported  With  amendments 
'ijindefinitejjl  postponed 

^'  ^.  H. 


215 
223 
228 
232 
232 

236 
237 

179 
180 
181 
185 
202 
215 
223 
230 
235 


Humiliation,  Ac. — continued.  p 

a  committee   appointed    by  the  Senate  for      *' 
that  purpoae  --..._ 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 

the   credentials  of.  for  the  next  »u  jeara 

were  read  and  filed         -         -         .         .' 
Hurlburt,  John  C,   Mr.  Daggett  prMented   the 

petition  of,  referred  .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a   third 

rending  -•--.. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Hynum,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentati»es  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

I. 


42 

21 

283 

120 
131 


122 
124 

170 
171 
268 
374 

277 


H    <oweli,  Edwjird,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
:     resentatiVes  for  relief  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
J  -reported  without  amendment 

'.ordered  to  i  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

I  fread  a  thirij  time,  and  passed 

H^fey,  Outerbjidge,  (appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

«  f     Legisiat/jre  of  Delaware,  for  su  years  from 

J  ^     the  1th  oj  March  next,)  the  credential*  of 


250 
254 
263 
267 
271 


H 


♦     were  reajl,  and  ordered  to  be  filed    • 

hold  Fun|ituro,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Roprejientatives  laying  duties  on,  read 

i-ead  a  seco^nd  time,  and  referred 


fr. 


{  l-f  ported   wjth  amendmenU 


»  t)rdered  I 

ciead  a   t 

5    merits 


r; 


Ho 


to  tj  third  reading  .... 
thir^  time,  and  passed  with  amend. 

I  -«  -;---.-. 

ihe  House  (jf  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

•    amendm(|nts  -...., 

-he    Senateiinsist 

e  House  <#  Representatives  also  insist,  and 
ask  a  coi^crence,  which  is  agreed  to 
le  Senate  joncur  in  the  report  of  the  man- 
agers, and  the  House  recede   - 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

i  amend  thl-  act  above  mentioned,  read       - 

fead  a  secoi|d  time,  und  referred 

^ported  wi,ti  amendments;  again  referred  - 
,  ^ditional  ojmendments  reported 

^rdered  to  a|  third  reading  .... 

^ad  a  thirdftime,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
,  -Jl.  Ldwarc*  h\,  and  others,  Mr.  Fromentin 
!■♦  presented.the  memorial  of,  referred 

i  Gould,  Mr,;  King  presented  the  petition  of, 

;?  referred  t,^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

,t  report  th«4-con  read         -         -         .         . 

.ti  motion  o{  Mr.  King,  the  petitioner  had' 

"  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers  . 

^iation.   Fasting,  and   Prayer,  a  resolution 

,  Irom   the  .House  of  Representatives     re- 
questing |he  President  to  recommend  a 

;  day  of,  tw|ce  read  .         .... 

r^ad  a  third  f.ime,  and  passed 

;i  message  ij-om  the  House  of  Represenla- 
•  J  tives.  thatlthey  have  appointed  a  commit- 

I  tee  on  the|r  part  to  wait  on  tQe  President 

-  w  lib  the  a{)ove  resolution 


179 

132 
133 
138 
143 

144 

147 

148 

149 

162 

170 
171 
202 
245 
252 
254 

168 

230 

246 

251 


35 

36 


91 


40 


Illinois  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  amend  and  extend  the  act 
confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 
a   bill  from  the    House   of   RepresenUtires 
regulating  and  defining  the  duties  of  the 
United  States  judges  for  the.  twice  read  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Imporu  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on.  read        -         .         .         .         . 

read  a  second  time,   and   ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Indiana  Territory,  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  praying  an  extension  of  time  to 
purchasers  of  lands  in,  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ...... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represents  tires  to 

regulate  the  courU  of  justice  in.  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed  with  amend, 
ments    -----.. 

Indian  Treaties,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  copies  of  certain,  re- 
ferred      

Indian  Tribes,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  to  instruct  the 
SecreUry  of  War  to  report  at  next  session 
certain  information  concerning  the 
amended,  and  agreed  to  . 
Intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  prohibit,  twice  read, 

and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment      . 

reported,  with  an  additional  amendment,  to 

the  Senate 

further  amended,  and  read  a  third  time 
referred  to  a  select  committee     - 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -         -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  prohibiting,  read 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         _         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 


215 
223 
263 
266 
271 


283 
286 

278 

283 
285 
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215 
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255 
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268 


383 

287 


164 
180 

183 
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185 


188 
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270 
278 
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Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  concerning,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .....     285 

reported    with    amendments,    read    a    third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended  -         -         -     292 

J. 

Jackson,  General  Andrew,  a  resolution  of  thanks 

to,  unanimously  passed  ....     238 
Jefferson's  Library,  a  joint  resolution  empower, 
ing  the  Library  Committee  to  contract  for 
the  purchase  of,  read       -         -         -         -       23 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    •       26 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment  -  -  -  -  29 
which  was  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  30 
a  letter  from   .Mr.  JefTrrson  to  8.  H.  Smith, 

on  the  subject  of 24 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of,  read       -     113 
read  a    second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -  -         -         -         -         -118 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     120 
Jenkins,   Weston,   and    others,    a   bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  concerning      -     179 
read  a  first  time         .         -         -         .         -     180 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         -     181 

referred  to  a  committee       ...  -      185 

reported  without  amendment      ...     191 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •         -     215 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     223 
Jones,  Michael,  and  William  Bond  (Register  and 
Receiver,)  Mr.  Monroe  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -  -  -  -  -     237 

Journal  of  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  V'arnum. 

the,  was  amended  -         .         -         -         -      111 
Jurisdiction,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  vest,  more  effectually  in  the  State 
courts,  Ac,  in  the  cases  therein  mention- 
ed, read  ......     283 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ...  285 
reported  without  amendment  ...  287 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -     293 

K. 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions relative  to  the  division  line  be- 
tween, were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe, 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -         -       20 

Kerr,  Joeeph,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Ohio,  in  place  of  Thomas  Worlh- 
ington.  resigned,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  »eat    -----      143 

Kidd,  Robert,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of.  referred      -  -  -  -  -  -      163 

an  ndverne  report  thereon,  agreed  to  .         •     282 

King,  Mr.,  speech  of.  on  the  President's  veto  of 

the  Bank  bill 208 

L. 
Ladd.  Benjamin  W..  and  others.  Mr.  Worthing- 

ton  presented  the  petition  of,  referred       -       46 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation thereof 282 

Lamb,  James,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     .-----     253 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation thereof 279 

Lambert,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared   and 

look  his  seat  .....      31 


Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 
resolutions  of  the  burgesses  of.  pledging 
themselves  to  provide  suitable  accommo- 
dations for  Congress,  in  case  of  removal 
from  Washington  -  -  -  -  . 
Land  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  au- 
thorize the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  . 
read  a  first  time  ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment      -         -         - 
amendment  disagreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Landais.  Peter,  a  letter  from,  with  a  representa. 
tion  of  his  cisim.  referred         .  -  . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed 
Land  Titles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives,   supplementary  to  the  act   for  the 
final  adjustment  of,  in  Louisiana  and  .Mis- 
souri, read      ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported    without   amendment,  and   indefi- 
nitely postponed     -  -  -  .  . 
Law,  Thomas,  and  others,   Mr.  Bibb  presented 
the  petition  of.  referred  .         .         .         . 

committee  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration  thereof   -         -         -         -         . 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives,  to  authorize  the  pub- 

lication  of  the,  within  the  Territories,  read 

read  a  second  time     .         .         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .  .  . 

Mr.  Brown  submitted  a  resolution,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  cause  to  be  dis. 
tributed  among  the  members  copies  of  the. 
as  soon  as  printed,  read  -  .  .         - 

read  a  second  time     .         -         .         -         . 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      .         -         - 
Lee,  the  Rev.  Jesse,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 
Leiper,  Thomas,  the   President  laid   before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from,  in  behalf  of  the  City 
Council  of  Philadelphia,  proffering  accom- 
modations to  Congress,  Ac.    .         -         . 
Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough,  a  joint 
committee  on  the,  was  appointed     - 
a  bill  to  provide  a  room  for  the,  lately  pur. 

chased  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  read 

read  a  second  time     .         .         .         -         - 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

Loan,   a,   not   exceeding   three   millions,    a   bill 

from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  au. 

thorize,  twice  read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  snd  passed  as  amended  - 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to 

the  amendments     -         -         -         -         - 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 

modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to  - 

a  bill   from   the  House  of  Representatives, 

supplemental  to  the  acts  authorizing  a,  for 

the  several  sums  of  twenty-five,    and  of 

three,  millions,  read         .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  ameudmenu,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 
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rread  i 
•,    L  bill 

\     \    *"^ 
Li.  "Aries, 

.  !    t    tive 


Li  iii — continurid.  Pcgc 

rread  a  thirj  tim^.  and  passed  as  amended  -     134 

II  from  jhe  Horipe  of  ReprescntatiTes,  to 

Jthoni.|  a,  rearl  three  times,  and  passed     291 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 

!    I    lives,  laving  a  duty  on,  read   -         .         .     224 

4  <cad  a  secofid  time,  and  referred         -         -     225 

*'  ^reported  w  ihout  amendment      -         -         -     260 

indefinitely;  postponed         ....     268 

^«!in,  Justin  ijnd  Elias,  Mr.  Robinson  presented 

[  .     the  petition  of,  referred    -  -  .         . 

:  committee  |lischartred  from  the  further  con- 

■    Btderatioi^  thereof 


M. 

(mb,  Brigaiiier  Gt'neral,  a  resolution  from 
the  Houie  of  Representatives,  expreflsive 
of  the  sejise  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry, 
<tc.,  of,  ttvice  read,  and  referred 

Reported  »wth  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  an(    ^»--— i   --  — ~-..i-.i 


(See  1 


passed  as  amended 
rouTi,  Major  GeneraL) 


^»fl  <«^  111  f      »  ' 

t  r  3J   sent 
1     ti   "*iJeJ 


Mr.  Taylo    presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitar^ij  of  Darlington,  South  Carolj- 
!•     na,  pray^ig  an  alteration  in  the  convey- 
^      ance  of  t|e,  through  their  district    - 
Msi^tm,  Willia|i,  and  others,  Mr.  Varnum  pre- 
sented th|-  petition  of,  referred 

ittee  I  ischarged  from  the  further  con- 
eralioii  thereof    -  -  .  .  . 

iCn,4'*^'"'"^*'  '\^  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  so 
;  .  .  much  of  ^tie  Message  as  relates  to,  was  re- 
;  J.SJ  ferred  to  |  select  committee  - 
}  '^Ir.  Roberti^  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
'  i-^  manufacturers  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
}  .  ^1  protectiojj  for  their,  referred  to  same  com- 
i     ••  miltec    -  :        - 

;  .Aommiltee  i^ischarged  from  the  further  con- 
I  :j  sideratioij  of  the  Message  in  relation  to  - 
l  %.  ommittec  tjischarged  from  the  further  con- 
'  *i  sideratiori  of  the  memorial 
Ma^  ti,  Edward^  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
t  _  lion  of,  rf'ferrcd  -  -  .  .  . 
?  .  J I  bill  to  dis^^harge  from  imprisonment,  read 
f  ead  a  secoAd  time  -  -  .  .  . 
J      *  irdered  to  tf- third  reading   -  .         .  . 

V'f^aad  a  third||time,  and  passed 
Mfti«|i,  Jeremiat,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat     - 
;        .,>eech  of,  o^i  the  .Miiitia  bill 
Jlc^kge,  the  Pr^ident'a  annual 
'     *|ve   hundntl  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  - 
•Me^|ng*^r8  and<8ervanU  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  La- 
!     '  \  cock  Bubinitted  a   resolution   to  fix    the 
i^  compensation  of  the,  which  was  read 
^Y^d  a  secopd  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

jf  reading    ? 

«|'ad  a  thirdjlime,  and  passed 

•i.  ipmen,  ihtj  committee  to  whom  was  rcfer- 

[    C^  ^^^  ^*   Ifctition  of  a  number  of,  remon- 

*     .*'':  strating  i^^ainst  the  appointment  of  Sail- 

?     ■  i  ingmaste^s  to  be  Lieutenant*,  were  di»- 

I      'i  charged  f|Om  the  consideration  thereof     - 

^il;j[^ry    Acadeniies,    Mr.    Bledsoe  submitted  a 

>'     ^  resolutioij.  instructing  the  MihUry  Com- 

J5  railtee  to. inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

♦^  establishiBg  an  additional  number  of  "      - 

Mii^^ry  Affairs^  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolu- 

5?  lion,  ihatUo  much  of  the  Message  as  re 
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Military  Establishment,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a 
resolution  to  reduce  the 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed ---•-. 

a  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mention- 
ed, read  ...... 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  sup(>ort  of  the, 
read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendmenU,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Military  Laws,  Sec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  or- 
dered that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
cauae  to  be  procured  and  delivered  to 
each  member  of  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the 
.Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  RepresenUtives  fixing  the,  read, 
and  referred  ---... 

reported  with  amendments 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
the  amendments     -         -         .         .         . 

the  Senate  insist         ..... 

the  House  of  Representatives  also  insist, 
and  ask  a  conference,  to  which  the  Sen- 
ate agree        -----. 

a  compromise  agreed  upon 

Militia,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  resolution 
referring  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  to  a  select  committee    - 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed       ---... 

the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject     - 

.Mr.  German  submitted  ii  resolution  respect- 
ing the  classification  of  the     - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  call  upon 
the  States  and  Territories  for  their  re. 
spective  quotas  of,  read  -         -         .         . 

read  a  second  time     -         •         .         .         . 

amended,  and  ordered  to  be  printed    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
with  amendments  -         •         .         .         . 

referred  to  the  .Military  Committee      . 

said  committee  recommend  concurrence 

the  Senate  agree  to  tome,  and  duagree  to 
other  amendments  -         -         .         . 

the  House  of  Representatives  insut  on  the 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  ask  a  con- 
ference --..-.. 

the  Senate  agree  to  it,  and  appoint  mana- 
pers 

report  of  said  managers     .... 

bill  indefinitely  postponed  ... 

.Mr.  Varnum  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  call  on  the  States  for      . 

amended  and  agreed  to,  and  committee  ap. 
pointed  ...... 

said  committee  reported  the  inexpediency 
of  the  measure       ..... 

-Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
field  officers  of       -         ...         . 
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MiNtia — continued. 

a  bill  concerning  field  officers  of,  read 

read  a  second  time     -  .  .  .  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

a  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the, 
read        ....... 

read  a  second  time     .         .         .         .         . 

indefinitely  postponed         -         .         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
authorize  the  President  to  receive  certain 
corps  into  service  in  lieu  of,  read     - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment       -  .  . 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee 

reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed     -         .         .         .         . 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  certain 
claims  for  the  services  of,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
making  provision  for  clothing  the    - 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  .         .         . 

indefinitely  postponed  .  .  .  . 

a  report  on  the  differences  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
and  the  authorities  of  some  of  the  States 
respecting  their  relative  powers  over  the 
Miller,  Brigadier  General,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  expressing  the 
>cnse  of  ("-ongress  of  the  gallantry,  &c., 
of,  twice  read,  and  referred      ... 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  unanimously  as  amended 
(See  Brown,  Major  General.) 

Mint,  the  President  transmitted  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Director  of  the  ... 
Mississippi  Territory,  the  memorial  of  the  Legts- 
lature  of,  praying  ibr  un  additional  judge, 
referred  ...... 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
same,  praying  confirmation  of  titles  to 
certain  lands,  referred     .... 

another  memorial  of  the  same,  praying  au- 
thority to  form  a  convention,  6lc.    • 

another,  praying  mdemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained in  the  Creek  war 

another,  praying  that  the  {)OWcr  to  lease  out 
the  lands  set  apart  for  schools  may  be 
vested  in  said  Legislature        ... 

another,  praying  the  remission  of  interest  on 
lands  purchased,  6lc.      .... 

the  several  petition*:  referred  to  a  committee 

a  resolution  from  the  Legislature  of,  tender- 
ing their  support  to  Government     - 

a  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to 
land  in, read  ..... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

consideration  postponed     . 

indeAnitely  postponed         .... 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  indemni. 
fication  of  certain  claimants  to  land  in, 
read       ..-.-.. 

read  a  second  time     .         .         .         .       ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

ISlhCoN.  3d  Sbss.— 63 
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Mississippi  Territory — continued.  Page. 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      -         .         .     275 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in         -     280 

N. 

National  Bank,  the  petition  of  Clarkson,  and 
others,  praying  the  establishment  of  a, 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  a, 
read 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .         .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Mr.  King  presented  a  petition  from  the 
banks  in  N  ew  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  incorporation  of  a,  read     - 

the  bill,  passed  as  above,  returned  from  the 
House  of  liepresentatives  witli  amend- 
menU, and  referred         -         .        .        . 

reported  with  various  amendmenU  to  the 
amendments 

the  Senate  agreed  to  some,  and  disagreed  to 
others  of  the  House's  amendmenU 

the   House  of  Representatives  do  the  siimc 

the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement 

the  President  of  the  United  States  returned 
it  with  objections 

hill  read,  and  reconsidered  ... 

rejected  on  the  question  of  passage    . 
Naval  Affairs,  on  motion  of  Mr.   Tail,  a  select 

committee  was  appointed  on  - 
Naval  Establishment,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Naval  Officers,  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  cer- 
tain, therein  mentioncd,(  Admirals,)  read 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Naval  Rank,   Mr.    Dana  submitted    resolutions 
concerning    ...... 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
report  of  said  committee  thereon 

Naval  School,  Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  a  resolution 
concerning  a  ..... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
said  committee  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject 

Navigation  Privileges,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider 
what,  should  be  secured  by  law  to  cit- 
izens, &.C.       ...... 

a  bill  to  esublish  a  system  of,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Navy,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Tail,  sundry  resolutions 

were  adopted  directing  the  SecreUry  of 

the,  to  report  neil,  at  session,  a  system  for 

the  gradual  increase  of  the  same     - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives, 
making  appropriations  for  support  of  the, 
twice  read  and  referred  -         .         -         . 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed     .         .         - 

Navy  Commissioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives  authorizing  the,  to  ap- 
point clerks,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
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W^j  Departhient,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a 
■^       resolution   instructing  the  Committee  on 
Naval   Affairs  to  inquire  what   has  pre- 
vented,'a  comfJiancc  with  the  resolution 
of  Ma(rh  last,  liirecting  the  Secretary  of 
the  N^vy  to  devise  and  digest  a  nystem  for 
i?        the  bejter  organization  of  the 
%1   the    diget-t    referred   to,  reported,   and   Mr. 

Fromejitin  withdrew  his  resolution 
%\  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  as  ordered  to  be 
printeij  -  -  -  -  •  - 

Mr.  Kinj  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 

the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
a  report  itom  the  Secretary,  of  expenditures 

Ac,  It    the 

a   bill   frtjm   the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  altenand  amend  the  laws  establishing  a 
read  a  fii^t  time         ..... 
'  ^   read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
r#  reported  ivith  amendment  .         .         - 

»  .    ordered   K>  a  third  reading 

f'  read  a  th  rd  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
f  a  bill  (T(^n  the  House  of  Representatives, 
**■       directing  the  manner  of  contracts,  Ac,  in 

the      I 

read  a  fir'^'t   time  ..... 

read  a  setond  time,  and  referred 

reported  jvithout  amendment      ... 

•  inilefinitifly  postponed         .... 
tiffj  Pen8io4  Fund,  the  Committee  on  Naval 

.        Affairif  reported  that  it  was  inexpedient 
t        to  altej  the  laws  roncerning  the 
;J   »aidre|)0-t  concurred  in     .... 
I  ijvy  Yards, ^n  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  the  Sec- 
retary! of  the   Navy   was  directed  to  lay 
before ithe   Senate  an  account  of  the  dis- 
burset'.ent  of  public  moneys  at  the  seve- 

^        ral,  respectively 

1    «groe8,  traf^c   in,  by  the  enemy,  on  motion  of 
t        Mr.  Qoldsborough,  the    President  of  the 
j        Uniteij  S: 

the  Setnate  tht-  proof,  il  any, 
to  in  the  instructions  to  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries; ....... 

groes  Captured,  a  Message   from  the   Presi- 
dent, |n   relation  to   the   ."»ale  of,  by  the 
cnemj^,  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed    - 
documerifts  accompanying  the  said  Message 
^wspnpers.-thc  usual  order  taken  to  furnish  to 
the  members  ..... 

ow  York,  a.bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives liipplemenial  to  the  act  for  the  bet- 
ter ort'anization  of  the  Courts  of,  read    - 
read  a  s(*ond   tunc,  and  referred 
^■■.    reported  twith  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
mj        a  thinj  reading        ..... 

9^;  read  a  tljird  time,  and  passed  a»  amended  - 
»■  Mr.  Kirtij  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
»  Mayol   ice,  of,  praying   reimbursement 

K  of  certain  .sums  advanced  and  expended 
**-,        in   dci-nce   ol  the  third  military  district, 

41        referrtfl 
pnmo,   Heijry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  the 
►i        petition  of,  was  referred  to  a  committee  - 

•  a  bill  for|the  relief  of,  read 
^    read  a  s>>cond  time     ..... 

•  read  a  tl^ird  time,  a.id  passed      -         .         . 
f  «|tes  of  Banks,  Bankers,   <Scc.     (Sec   Olrctrd, 

Siephtn.) 
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Oliver,  Robert  and  John,  Mr.  Smith   presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

committee  discharged  from  consideration  of 
the  subject     ...... 

Ordnance  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Houm  of 
Representative*  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the     ....... 

twice  read  and  referred       .... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

considered  and  recommitted       ... 

again  reported  with  amendments,  and  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading        .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 

Otis,  Samuel    A.,  late  Secretary  of  the   Senate, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Gore,  a  resolution  was 

unanimously  passed,  testifying  the  respect 

of  the  Senate  for  the  memory  of 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a  resolution  author- 
izing the  Secretary  to  pay  the  funeral  ex- 
penses, read  twice  .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
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Patterson.  Commodore,  D.  T.,  Mr.  Tait  submit- 
ted a  resolution  complimentary  of.  read    -     235 
read  a  second  time     .....     236 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  unanimously     238 
Peace  with  Great   Britain,  the   President  trans- 
mitted communications  from  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries charged  with  negotiating  terms 
of,  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed    -  2i 

the  President  also  transmitted  copies  of  the 
instructions  to  the  said  Plenipotentiaries, 
which  were  referred         -         -         -         -       27 

Peacock  and  Epervier,  a  resolution  expressive  of 
the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  victory  obtain- 
ed by  the  former  over  the  latter  vessel,  read       24 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed 
unanimously  .....       26 

Penalties    and     Forfeitures,    the    Committee    of 
Foreign    Relations  reported   a  resolution 
that  it  was  inexpedient  to  make  provision 
to  release  from,  read       ....     276 

the  resolution  agreed  to      -         -         -         -     280 

Perkins,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

bentatives  for  relief  of     -         -         -         -      179 

read  a  first  time  .....     i^Q 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     181 

reported  without  amendment      -  .     228 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     233 

read  a  third  time,  and  pussed      •         -  •     236 

Porter,  Brigadier  (General,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives    expressive  of 
the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry, 
(See,  of,  read  twice,  and  referred       -         -       28 
reported  with   amendments,  read  a  second 
and  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously         29 
(See  Hrown,  Major  (ienfral.) 
Postmaster  General,   the  President   transmitted 

a  report  from  the     -  .  .  .  .     279 

Poet  Office  Establishmerit,  n  bill  from  the  House 
oi  Representatives  in  addition  to  the  act 
regulating  the  -  .  .  -  .     230 

twice  read  ......     232 

referred  to  a  committee       ....     237 

reported  without  amendment      -  -         -     250 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     259 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     261 
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Post  Offices,  Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  resolution 
concerning,  Ac.      .         .         -         .         . 

read,  and  agreed  to 

reconsidered,  and  rescinded  .  .  . 

another  on  the  same  subject  agreed  to 
Post  Roads,  .Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of 
certain  citizens  of  Chesterfield,  Kershaw, 
and  Lancaster,  S.  C,  and  county  of  An- 
son, N.  <;.,  praying  the  establishment  of 
certain  -..-... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  and  establish  certain,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  amended 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  sundry  petitions  for 
establishment  of,  referred 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives giving  the  right  of,  to  certain  pur- 
chasers, read  -  .  .  .  . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  .  .         . 

•rdered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the 

a  letter  from  the,  informing  the  Senate  that 
apartments  had  l)een  provided  for  them  in 
the  Pout  Otfice  building  ... 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives appointing  a  committee  to  wait 
on  the,  concurred  in,  and  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate    - 

report  of  said  committee     .... 
Prixe  Money,  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion resj)ecting  the  distribution  of,  to  the 
officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  author- 
ized to  be  built  or  purchased   ... 

referred  to  the  Naval  Committee 

Proclamation,  the  President's,  convening  Con- 
gress       

Property  Lost  or  Destroyed,  a  bill  from  the 
Houseof  Representatives  to  authorize  pay- 
ment for,  read  ..... 

read  a  serond  time     ..... 

referred  to  a  committee       .... 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  and 
disagree  ...... 

bill  indefinitely  jwstponed  ... 

Public  Buildings,  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Purchasers  of  Public    Lands,   a    bill    from    the 

House  of  Representatives  giving  further 

time  to,  read  ..... 

read  a  second  time  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment       ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .         . 

read  a  third  tiuie,  and  passed      ... 
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207 
214 
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298 
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222 
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170 
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185 
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191 


Quorum,   an   interchange  of  messages  relating 

to  a 10,  11 


Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives   to  authorize  the  President  to  raise 
certain  companies  of       -         -         .         . 
read,  and  referred       - .       - 
reported  with  amendments,  and  read  a  sec- 
ond time  ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Rappleyea.  Mary.     (See  Harkelow,  Farrington.) 
Reasons,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
questing  the    President   to    cause    to   be 
stated  the,  which  prevented  the  commu- 
nication of  information  heretofore  asked 

for  - 

the  resolution  negatived     .... 
Registers  of  .\rmy  and  Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe,    ordered    that  each   member    be 
furnished  with  a  copy,  re8j>ectively,  of  the 
Reindeer,  Sloop-of- war.   (See  Blakeley,Capi.J.) 
Relief  of  Sick  and   Disabled  Seamen,  a  report 
from    the   Secretary   of  the    Treasury,  of 
purchases,  Ac.  made  by  collectors  of  cus- 
toms for,  read  -  -  .  .  . 
Renner,  Daniel,   and  N.   Heath,    Mr.   Varnum 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  regulating  the  sale  of, 

read        ---.... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

the  third  reading  negatived         ... 

Restrictions    on    Commercial    Intercourse,    Mr. 
Dana  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 
agreed  to  ...... 

Retailers,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning, read  ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Retaliation,  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  subject  of,  accompanied 
with  sundry  documents 
Revenue,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, with  sundry  statements  exhibiting  a 
view  of  the,  read     .         .         .         .         - 

Mr.  Chacc  submitted  a  resolutic^i,  respecting 
the  collection  of  the         .         .         .         . 

Richards  and  Mallory,  a  letter  from,  offering  the 
use  of  their  books  to  (/Ongress, 

Ripley,  Brigadier  General,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry  Ac,  of, 
twice  read,  and  referred  .  .  . 

reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  unanimously  .... 
(See  Brown,  Major  General.) 

RobsrU,  Jonathan,  the  credentials  of,  as  a  Sen- 
ator appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  six  years,  from  the  4th  March 
next,  were  read  and  filed 
Robinson,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentative* for  relief  of,  read - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         -        >- 
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RoyI  Anthony  ^.,  a  bill  from  the  Hou««  of  Rep- 
f  ;    resentati^eri  authorizing  the  discharge  of, 


Page. 


f;  «• 

l^^ead 


from  im{;risonmcnt,  read 
ij^ead  a  seccjid  time  and  referred 
»|reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

?    to  a  thirl  reading 

iead  a  thirc  time,  and  negatived 

S. 


269 
270 

274 
277 


J«|*th.  Mr, 
I  i    from 


Sa 


D;iggett  presented  aundry  petitions 
Cunnecticut,  remonstrating  against 

terred      1 36 
petitions 

136,  173 
preseniea  similar  petitions  from 

141 


*lr.  Gore  presented  similar  petitions  from 
i  the  Distyict  of  Maine  .... 
'if^fr.  Mason, presented  similar  petitions  from 

the  towij  of  Hollis,  New  Hampshire 
Report  fron^the  committee  on  these  petitions, 
i    that  It  is'ine xpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
•*    conlainejl  in  them  -         -         -         .         . 
the  report  foncurrrd  in       -         -         •         - 
Mr.    WhaAon  presented   a  petition   of  the 
J    same  najure  from  Tennessee,  read  - 
,9  at   Auctijin,  &c.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Represeijtatives,   laying   duties  on,   read 
twice,  ai*d  referred  .... 

^^eported  w)th  amendments 
iirdered  to  h  third  reading  with  the  amend- 

;»    ments    t 

J^ead  a  thitjl  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
»he  Hou8»?of  Representatives  agree  to  all 
;  the  ame^idinents  except  one,  from  which 
1    the  S<en>*te  receded  .... 

SaWjf^s,  Son,  an^  Company,  a  bill  from  the  House 
,  ^    of  Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  secind  lime,  and  referred 
J-eported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

'4     a  third  wading 

.<-ead  a  thitil  time,  and  passed 

Is,  Joshua, U  bill  from   the  House  of  Repre- 

Bentati\}-8  for  relief  of,  read     - 

'read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

ly*P<"^tP'^  wJithout  amendment      ... 

j^rdered  lo^a  third  reading 

massed 
bill  from  the  House 

r-.  . „  .„.  relief  of,  twice  read, 

1"*      and  ref»|rred 
(   reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
.  V  '      to  a  thii*d  readiric  -  -  .  .  . 

I  ;read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

8<^iol8   in    Mississippi  'I'axrilory,  on  motion  of 

J?     Mr.  Biljh,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 

'^      inquire-mto  the  expediency  of  appropna- 

*      ting  thi(  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of, 

fa  bill  to  pjovide  for  leasing  said  lands,  read 

^ ,  read  a  secpnd  time     -  .         -  .  . 

ordered  tc2a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  thi.d  time,  and  passed     ... 

t,  Major  G'^ncral,  a  resolution  from  the  House 
of  Reprj'sentatives  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  Compress  of  the  gallantry  &.c.  of,  twice 
read,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  . 
(reported  Jwith  amendments,  read  a  thud 
time,  a^d  passed  unanimously 
(Sec  Z}|-ot/'n,  Major  General.) 
\ 
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i  fjruereu  u>«a  inira  reaoini 
t /read  a  thi}d  time,  and  pa 
6l||^e,  Jamesjand  others,  ai 
\       of  Representatives  for 
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Searcy,  Jeremiah,  the  petition  of,  was  read         .       28 

Secrecy,  the  injunction  of,  on  the  proceedings  in 
relation  to  Algerine  cruisers,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Dana,  removed       -         -         -     298 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted 

a  resolution  for  the  election  of  a       •         -       20 
which  was  agreed  to  .         .         .         -       21 

(See  Cutti,  Char  lea.) 
Senate,  meeting  of  the   third  sesaion,  thirteenth 

Congress,  of  the     .....  9 

list  of  Members  present  on  that  occasion     •  9 

adjournment  of  the,  aine  die       -         -         -     300 
Sergeant- at- Arms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  a 
committee  was  appointed   to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of 

the 244 

a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  and  read         •     244 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......     253 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     253 
returned  from  the  House  of  Kepresentativei 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in         •     286 
Bewail,  Robert,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  read         .....     298 

Shane,  Anthony,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives granting  and  securing  to,  the 
right  of  the  I'nited  States  to  a  tract  of  land 

in  Ohio,  read 250 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -  -     254 

reported  without  amendment      ...     257 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     361 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         •     266 
Shinnick,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read         -      165 
read  a  third   time,  and  referred  -  -  -      166 

committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred 

to  another  committee      ....      172 

reported  without  amendment      ...     244 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     271 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     373 

Sholtz  and  Vogeler.     (See  next  above) 

Simpson,  Tobias,  donation  to,  for  his  exertions 

to  save  the  public  property  ...  S8S 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  226 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  .Maryland,  appeared  and  look 

his  seat 30 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  tonnage 

duties 263 

Smith,  Isaac,  and  Oratton  Caldwell,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of     183 
read  a  first  time  -         -  -         .         .184 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  >  186 
reported  without  amendment  ...  S4S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  246 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  350 
had  leave  to  withdraw  their  papers     -  •     255 

Spirits  distilled  within  the  United   States,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  laying 

duties  on,  read 116 

read  a  second  time 117 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         -118 
reported  with  amendments         -         -         -      120 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  amended       -      124 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  and  dis- 
agree    -         -         -  -         -         -128 

the   ^>enate    insist,    and    ask  a  conference, 

which  is  granted  -         -         •         -139 

report  of  the  managers  concurred  in   -         •     131 
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8prigg,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  -         -     268 

read  a  second  tune,  and  referred  -         -     270 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     .....     281 
Btainback,   Littlehury  E.,  and  others,  Mr.  Giles 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred     -         -      161 
Standing  Rule:!,  Mr.  Bledsoe  moved  for  a  commit- 
tee to  revise  the      -         -         -         -         -        16 

motion  negatived        -         -         -         -         -       21 
Stationery,  Printing,  «5cc.,  Mr.  Daggett,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning  the  expenses 
of,  read 138 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -         -         -         -         -         -     139 

read  a  third  time  and  parsed,  and  a  c6mmit- 
tee  appointed  .....     142 

a  resolution   to  advertise   proposals  for,  re- 
ported and  read       .....     275 

read  a  second   time,  and   ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......     276 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     279 
Stephenson,  George  P.,  and   others,  Mr.  Smith 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -         -       39 

the  committee  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  it 293 

Stone,  David,  of  North   Carolina,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  -         -         -         -         -         -       15 

Suffrage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives further  to  extend  the  right  of,  in 
Mississippi  Territory,  read       -         -         -       24 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         .       26 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -       27 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  -        29 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...       30 

T. 

Talbot,  Isham,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  I^egis- 
lature  of  Kentucky,  in  place  ot  Jesse  Bled- 
soe^ resigned,  produced  his  credentials,  &c.      207 

Tappan,  Arthur.     (Sec  Frothinghain,  John.) 

Taylor,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  .-.-..        18 

Tennison,  Samuel.     (See  Guy,  Matthew.) 

Thanksgiving,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent to  recommend  a  day  of,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  .         .         -         -         .     273 

Thompson,  Thomas  W.,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  in 
place  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  deceased,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  &.c.        -         -         -        10 

Todd,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read        -         -     293 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed     293 

Tonnage  Duties,  a  bill  concerning,  read    -         -     253 

read  a  second  time 257 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  -     266 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     267 

Tools  at  the   Navy  Yard,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
sundry  persons  who  suffered  by  the  de- 
struction of  their,  read    ....     278 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......     283 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     285 

Trading  Houses  with  Indian  Tribes,  on  motion 
of  .Mr.  Morrow,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  the  act  for  establishing, 
ought  to  be  continued  in  force         -         •     246 


Trading  Houses  with  Indians — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  said  act,  read  250 

read  a  second  lime     -         -         .         .         .  254 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  259 

read  a  third  lime,  and  recommitted     .         .  261 

reported  without  amendment      .         -         .  266 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  273 
Treasurer,  the  President  transmitted  the  general 

account  of  the 263 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  19 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

senuiives  to  aulhonie  the  issue  of,  read  -  232 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -         -  235 

reported  wuh  amendmenU          -         .         .  245 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         .  256 

read  a  third  Umc,  and  passed  as  amended   -  258 
Treaty  of  Peace,  a  Message  from  the  President 
communicating    information   that  a,  had 

been  signed  at  Ghent     ....  255 
five  hundred  copies  of  the  Message  ordered 

to  be  printed 256 

Turner,  Samuel,  jr.,  it  was  resolved  that,  act  as 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  until  one  shall  be 

appointed IQ 


U. 

Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  further  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  establishing  a,  read      ... 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  President,  Direc. 
tors,  dec,  of  the,  had  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition,  presented  at  last  session     - 
Unproductive  Post  Roads,  a  report  from  the  Post- 
master General  on  the  8ub;ect  of     - 


Varnum,  .Mr.,  ipeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  aulhoriie 
the  President  to  call  on  the  States  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  militia  -  .  - 
V^esscls,  a  bill  authoruin:^  the  President  to  cause 
to  be  built  or  purchased  the,  therein  men- 
tioned, read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment        .         -        .        - 
the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to      - 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  ask 
a  conference  .-.--- 
the  Senate  agree,  and  appoint  managers     - 
modifications  reported,  and  accepted  - 
captured  on  Lake  Chaniplain,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  the,  read   three  timed,  and 
passed    -.----- 
Vessels  of  War  on  Lake  Ontario,  Mr.  Hunter 
submitted  a  resolution  concerning  the     - 
indefinitely  postponed         .         .         .         - 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberta, 
the  Militaiy  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  a  number  of, 

for  the  Army  - 

report  of  inexpediency        .         .         .         - 

report  concurred  in 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  death  of 
the,  announced,  and  proceedings  thereon 
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»iT.  Gore  siibmitteil  a  mot 
I  jrelary  of  ^e  8enatc  be 
^  'the  funerwM  expenoes  of  i 


uLi-ers,  a  bii  aut 
I  Mccept  the-servi 
Lid  a  first  lime 


fd  a  seconj  time,  and  referred 
?|»ortrd  Willi  amendmenta  ... 

'ferrd  to  a  '.hird  reading?  aa  amended 
:ld  a  third  \iime,  and  passed       ... 
clurned  fro(«i  ihe  Houae  of  Kepresentativea 
nlh  amei*imentji  -         -         -         .         - 
Senate  aj^reed  and  duagreed 
(h   Housed  insist,  and  a  conference  ap- 
)inted      ....... 

>rt  of  the  managera        .         .         .         . 

Senate  concurred  with  an  amendment  - 
Hou«e  of  Representatives  agreed  - 

W. 

Wali^.l,  Grorge,  Appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
cutive  of  .Kentucky,  in  place  of  George 
M.  Bibb,  ttrsigned,  produced   his  creden- 
tials, ice.         ...... 

i^  and    Mil^r,  and  others,  Mr.  Gore   pre- 
iiented  thejijetition  of,  referred 
iJnmiUec  dicharged,  ice.  ... 

"  report  of  the  Secretary 


'i)|nmiUec  dicharged, 

Warjifparlmenf^  annual  n 

I  i>f  the     -   -      - 
» •  • 


Wa«3 


^•^i^i^gton,  Capiain,  a  resolution  expressive   of 
V  j^he  sense  f  f  Congress  relative  to  the  naval 
Victory   obtained   by,  unanimously  passed 
gton,  Mr    Giles  submitted  a   resolution 
r  a  cointkittce  to  inquire   into  the   state 
preparation  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of 
ended,  agjecd  to,  and    a   committee   ap- 
t>ointed      ••...... 

igton,  Wiijiam  H^  a  bill  from  the  House 
|if  Represehtativea  for  relief  of,  read 
i^id  a  sccon-t  time,  and  referred 
i^j  orted  wiihtjut  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
(    I  third  re«;^iog        ..... 
rli  J  a  third  time,  and  passed 


W 


n 


132 

133 
134 


132 
133 


resident,  iieath  of — continued.  Page- 

motion   that  the  Sec- 
instructed  to  pay 
the  late,  read 
:  fkj»d  a  secor^d  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

J'  jreading  -  \ 

i  fe(tid  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Vin-cJAnes,  a  billVroin  the  House  of  Represent«- 
t  itives  givir^  further  time  to  locate  certain 
iiclaims  to  tend  in  the  district  of,  read 
id  a  secon,!  time,  and  referred 
sorted  witij  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
[third  reaiijng  ..... 

(d  a  third^ime,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Vlr»;[ita   Military    l-and  WarranU,   Mr.  Worth- 
Imgton  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 
ireed  to,  ai«d  referred  to  the  committee  on 
die  Indiarfa  memorial      .... 
I  |)iil  further<extending  the  time  for  locating, 
Vead        -,- 
id  a  secor^J  time     .         .         -         -         • 

iid  a  third<jime,  and  passed      ... 
Vir^^iia  Bounty  J^ands,  Mr.  Morrow  submitted 
4a  resolutiu^i  concerning  ... 

iill  giving  further  time  to  complete  sur- 
fveys,  <Scc.,  read        ..... 
;     t<4id  a  seconj  time     ..... 
aj^ered  to  a^hird  reading  .         -         -         . 
t^d  a  third  ^me,  and  passed       ... 

V^lu^^-ers,  a  bii  authorizing  the  President  to 
?rvicet  of      -         -         -         - 
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Washington   Bridge  Company,  Mr.  Brent  pre- 
si-nted  the  memorial  of  the,  referred   to  a 
select  committee     ..... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  same  commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  compensating  all 
individuals  whose  property  had    been    de- 
stroyed by  authority  of  the  United  States 
an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial 
concurred  in       -----         - 

Washington  Library  Company,  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the,  oflehog  the  use  of  their 
library  to  Congress  .... 

Wasp,  Sloop-of-war.      (See  lilakeUy,   Captain 

Johnaton.) 
Wells,  William  Hill,  of  Delaware,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ...... 

Wells,   Benjamin,   and   othera,   a   bill   from    the 

Houae  of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendment*  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

West  Point,  a  bill  making   further   provision    to 

complete  the  public  buildings  at,  for   the 

use  of  the  Military  Academy,  read  . 

read  u  aecond  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased       ... 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  militia  and  volunteers, 

a  bill  from  the  House  of   Representatives 

to  provide  for  the 

read  a   first  time,  and   passed  to  a  second 
reading  ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  wiih  amendments  ... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Woodward,  John.     (See  ('uy,  Matthew.) 
Worthington,  Thomas,  of  Ohio,  a   letter   from, 
announcing  the  resignation  of  his  seat  in 
the  Senate,  read     ..... 

Y. 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 

to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in   Missis- 
sippi Territory 

on   postponing  the    House   amendments  to 

the  resolution  for  purchasing   JefTerson's 

library    -.-...- 
on   amending  the   bill    for    the   purchase   ot 

building  the  vessels  therein  mentioned 
on  amending  the  bill  for  filling  the  ranks  of 

the  Army        -         -         -         -         -         41, 
on  receding  from  amendments  to   the  Loan 

bill 

on  amending  the  bill  to  call  for  the   quotas 

of  militia 47,  93,  94 

on  recommitting  the  same  .         -         .         .      10^ 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  •         •      109 

on  postponing  the  election  of  a  President 

pro  tern. 110 

on  amending  the  Journal  of  the  previous  day      1 1 1 
on  the  final  passage   of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Stephen  Girard 112 

on  the  third  reading  ofthe  bill  to  extend  the 

patent  of  Oliver  Evans    -         -         -         .113 
on  the  resolution  to  p;-ovide   for   the    mure 

convenient  accommodation  of  Congress   -      11* 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the   uniform 

militia  bill 119 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page- 

on  amending  the  bill  laving  duties  on  spirits 

distilled            -         -  '       -         -         -         -  121 

on  the  third  reading  ofthe  same  as  amended  121 
on    amending    the    bill    to    incorporate    the 

Bank  ofthe  United  States       -         -       123,125 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -         -  126 
on    amending  the    bill    concerning  sales  at 
auction            -         -         -         -         -         -128 

on  instating  on  the   amendment  to   the   bill 

concerning  spirits  distilled        ...  129 
on  the  final  passage  of  the   bill  concerning 

sales  at  auction                 -                   -         -  130 
on  the  third  reading  of  the   bill   relating   to 

the  widow  of  Elbridge  Gerry  -         -         -  131 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning the  vessels  of  war  on  Lake  On- 
tario         135 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  goods, 

wares,  &c.      ......  137 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture          .....  144 

on  amending  the  direct  tax  bill  -         -      145,  147 

on  postponing  the  same      ....  148 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same                   -  160 
on  the  third   reading  of  the  volunteers'  bill  161 
on  the  report  of  the  conferees  on  the  house- 
hold furniture  bill 162 

on  amending  the  United   States  Bank    bill  167. 

168,  169 

on  inaisting  on  amendments  to  the  same  -  174 
on  postponing  the  same  ....  174 
on  receding  from  amendments  to  the  same  175 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  -  176 
on  Mr.  Mason's  resolution  asking  the  Presi- 
dent for  his  reas<^>nti,  &c.  -  -  -  179 
on  referring  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse 

with  the  enemy       -         -         -         -         -  182 

on  amending  the  same       -        182,  183,  184,  188 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  P*ge. 

on  filling  a  blank  in  the  Cumberland  road 

bill 188 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for 

repairing  public  buildings        -         -         -     202 

on  the  United  States  bank  bill  after  the  veto     214 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  repairing 
public  buildings 222 

on  amending  the  same        ....     323 

on  the  final    passage  of  the  bill  to  establish 

a  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners    -         .     223 

on  amending  the  new  Bank  bill  -      229,  231 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -         -     231 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         .         .     232 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others  -         -     233 

on  indefinite  jwstponement  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Maiihew  Guy,  and  others     -     235 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  reUef 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others      -         -     236 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  better  accommodation  of  Congress     -     260 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  tonnage  bill       -     267 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware        -     268 

on   indefinite   postponement   oi  the  lottery 

bill  -  y 270 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  lay 
a  direct  tax  on  the   District  of  Columbia     271 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  others     271 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment     286,  287 

on  the  final  pas.sagc  of  the  bill  to  protect 
seamen,  &.c.,  against  Algcrine  cruisers     -     291 

on  concurrence  with  the  conferees  on   the 

bill  fixing  the  Peace  Establishment  •     299 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  allow- 
ing compensation  for  property  lost  or  de- 
stroyed,  &c.  ......     899 
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Abolishing  Offices,  Ac,  Mr.  Brigham  submitted 
»   resolution   to  reduce  the   national  ex- 
penses, by      -         -          -         -         -         -  1118 

Accommodation  of  Congrcs;",  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, for  the  better 1176 

twice  read,  and  committed           ...  1186 
Accounts,  ap[)ointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee of     '^04 

Act  to  repeal  certain  Acts,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate entitled  an,  therein  mentioned  -         -1176 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1186 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed                -         -  1187 
another   bill  from   the   Senate  of  the  same 

Ulle        -         -         -          -         -          -         -  '2^^ 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1253 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed                -         -  1255 
Additional   Appropriations  for  1814,  a  bill  mak- 
ing, twice  read        .....  750 

blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  770 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  771 


Additional  .Appropriations — continued.  P«g«. 

for  1815,  a  bill  making,  twice  read      -         -  1267 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -   1267 

Advance  of  Moneys  by  States,  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Delaware,  submitted  a  resolution  direct- 
ing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  state  why  he 
has  not  made  a  report  to  the  House  rela- 
tive to 1076 

Alexander,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  remarks  of,  on  recon- 
sidering the  vote  on  the  Bank  bill  -         -   1037 

Alexandria,  Mr.  Lewii  presented  the  memorial 

of  a  number  of  inhabitanU  of,  indignantly 

repelling  the  slanders  against  them,  on 

occasion  of  the  enemy's  visit,  &c.  -         -     399 

report  of  the  Council  of,  on  its  occupation 

by  the  enemy *'09 

Algerine  Cruisers,  secret  proceedings  on  a  Mes- 
sage concerning  the,  &c.        -         -         -  ^276 

Alley,  Moses,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

concurred  in ^^^ 
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Al^;4n,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  remarks  of,  on 
»^  rcconsitiering  the  vote  on  the  Bank  bill 
)  I  «)n  the  resolution  proposing  a  classification 
jt  *'  of  the  rtjilitia 
Ajjjf^ican  Sea.nen,  a  Message  recommending 
'  •  I  the  navigation  of  American  vessels  exclu- 
*ll  sively  l^  native  or  naturalized;  referred 
inittee  of  Foreign  Relationa 
•  to  next  session  -         -         -         . 

Ax.iiostia    Bridge  Company,  a    bill  for  relief  of 
the,  twi;e  read,  &c 
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V  «po«tponed;| 

!u>4tOstia    Bri^i 
,    the,  twi;( 
•  »  nmended  Jnd  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
'  *  eead  a  thii«d  time,  and  passed 
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1028 


-   1130 


1194 
1255 

1103 
1122 
1123 
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"  '.  J    to  a  thi/d  reading 
lead 


A^iiuarian  Society  of  Massachusetts,  a  resolu- 
I  ?|     tion  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  public  docu- 
'  4  '  J    ments  t*-  the,  was  twice  read,  and  ordered 
thi/d 

thi|d  time,  and  passed 
L>ton,  Johrl,  jr.,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti- 
I  tion  of,  referred  to  Treasury  Department 
El  report  thereon  read  .... 
Utionruenr  of  Militia  among  the  several 
.     ^j    Sutes    i 

Ar^i|-d  V'esselsJ  Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts  sub- 
'.  ■     mitted  »  resolution  directing   the   Sccre- 
^    tary  of  ihe   Navy  to  report  the  number, 

'    Ac,  of -* 

«he  resoluiion  negatived     -         .         .         . 

At|p  5tea.d,    Lieutenant   Colonel   George.     (See 

J;     RetvariT of  Merit.) 
Ari»  f',  L'niled  (States,  a  bill   making  further  pro- 

V      vision  fjir  filhng  the  ranks  of  the.  twice 

^      read,  &w.         ---... 

2^'.ih«  bill  ini^efinitelv  postponed     ... 

'•■^Mr.  Calhojn  otfered   a  resolution  concern. 

'i    ing  the  |node  of  supplying,  Ac.,  the 

^Vigreed  to,  ^ind  committee  appointed 


il 


.  —  bill  from'  the  Senate,  making  further  pro. 
^1    vision  f4r  filling  the  ranks  of  the.  twice 
read,   arjd   referred  to  the   committee  on 
House  1^11  of  same  tenor  .         -         . 

'reported    'Jrith    amendments,    read    a    third 
^  .     lime,  an^i  passed  as  amended 
Arjijid,  WilUai^i,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 
and  con'raitted        -         .         .         .         . 
f  concurred  In,  and  a  bill  ordered  - 
'  -a  bill  for  tie  relief  of,  twice  read 
%Tad  a  thiiid  time,  and  passed 
^Bery  and  H;iginecrn,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pick- 
;|    ens,    thf    .MiliUry    Committee    were    in- 
alructei^to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oi 
making,  a  change  m  the  organization  of 
the  cor|(i  of   •         .... 

Ai'j;  and  Mani^factures,  a  letter  from  the  Secre. 
(  \     Ury  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  remainder 
*    of  the  cvpies  of  the  Digest  of,  ordered  to 

1 1     be  print4'd 

;*pn  motion>  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  said  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  distributed 
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jbridge,  Ccimrnodore  William,  a  letter  from, 

to  the  Naval  Committee         -         -         .   1049 
Bj  ".jmore,  Mr.- .Moore  presented  the  petition  of 
^     the  Cor^mittce  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  oi, 
concerr»ing  its  delencelesb  state,  referred 
to  the  ^Var  DeparUaent  .         -         -  1116 

I 

i 


Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  Uie 
petition  of  the,  praying  authority  to  issue 
■mall  notes,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Dietrict  of  Columbia 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,   a  bill  establishing  the, 
twice  reatl       ...... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the,  twice  read,  Ac.         .... 

an  amendment  by  Mr.  Calhoun  adopted 

the  third  section  struck  out 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee 

reported  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

the  letter  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  the 

twice  read,  and  referred      .... 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered   to  a  third   reading  ... 

recommitted       ...... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  rejected  by  the  vote 
of  the  Speaker         ..... 

the  vote  rejecting  the  bill  reconsidered 

and  it  was  again  recommitted 

reported  with  amendments  .  .  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

the  Senate  amend  the  amendments     - 

the  House  refused  to  agree  to  the  Senate's 
amendments  .         .         .         .         . 

a  message  from  the  Senate,  that  they  have 
reconsidered  the  bill  returned  to  them  by 
the  President  with  objections,  and  have 
rejected  it 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a 

twice  read  ...... 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .         .         .         . 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Banks  of  New  York,  .Mr.  Irvmg  presented  the 
remonstrance  of  the,  against  a  Bank  of 
the  L'nited  States,  read   .... 

Bankrupt  Law,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  pre- 
sented a  petition  for  the  establishment  of 
a  general,  read         ..... 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 

a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform,  twice  read,  Ac. 

Mr.  logersoll  presented  the  petition  of  the 

Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia, 

praying  the  passage  of  a,  referred  to  same 

committee       ..... 

Mr.  Seyberl  also  presented  a  petition  to  the 
same  effect     ...... 

.Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetti^,  did  the  same 
Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York,  the  same     . 
.Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same 
.Mr.  McKim,  of  .Maryland,  the  same    - 
Barrataria,  the  President's  proclamation  of  par 

don  to  the  pirates  of       . 
Barbary  Powers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  request  of  the 
President   such   information   as    he  may 
deem  it  jtrudent    to   give  respecting  our 
relations  with  the  .... 

a  .Message  from  the  President  replying 
thereto  ....... 
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Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  a  new  member, 
elected  in  the  place  of  John  Dawson,  de- 
ceased, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat    - 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means        -         .         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  a  Peace  Estab- 
lishment        ...... 

Barkelow,  Farrington,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 
read.  Ac.         ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .         - 
Barclay.  Thomas,  correffwndence  of,  with  John 

Mason,  on  the  aubject  of  prisoners  of  war   1369 
Barker,  Jacob,  letter  from,  offering  a  loan  of  five 
millions  ...... 

BarncU,  William,  of  Georgia,  appeared, and  took 

bis  seat 

remarks  of.  on  the  Volunteers  bill 
Barney,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers, 
Ac.,  under  command  of,  twice  read,    Ac 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
letter  from,  to   the    S«'cretary   of  the    Navy. 
giving  a  statement  of  the  battle,  Ac. 
Battle  of  New  Orleans.    Mr.  Troup  presented   a 
resolution    concerning     the.    which     was 
twice  read,   and  referred  to  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole 

(See  Jackixm,  Major  General.') 
Bayliea,   William,  of   MassachusetU.    appeared, 
and  look  his  seat    -         .         .         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
taxing  manufactures        .         .         -         - 
Bayly,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means     - 
Bcall,  Colonel  William   Dent,   statement  of,   to 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  causes 
of  the  capture  of  Washington 
Beasler,  John  H..  and  others,  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -         - 
Beasley,  H.  C,  correspondence  of,  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Transport  Board,  and  other*, 
on  the  subject  of  Prisoners  of  War  -.  1365 

Beatty,  Lieut.  Colonel.    (See  Reward  of  Valor.) 
Bennett,    Mr.,  speech  of,  in   reply  to  Mr.  Cyrus 

King -      .    - 

Bennett,  Wm.  P.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Bigclow,  Abijah,ot  .Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 

remarks  of.  on  Mr.  Law's  motion  respecting 

Treasury  noten       .         .         .         ■ 

Bines,  Thomas,  of  New  Jersey,  a  new  member, 

in  place  of  Jacob  Hufty,  resigned,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat     .         .  -         -         - 

Board  of  Officers,  on  raouon  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the 

Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  appoint 

a,  to  modify  the  rules  and  regulations  of 

the  French  Infantry  for  field  exercise,  Ac. 

(See  Pfavy  Commistioners.) 

Boundary  Lines,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fix  the, 

between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek 

nation 

twice  read           ..•--- 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Bounty  Lands,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting 
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Bounty  Lands— continued.  Pige. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  V^ermont,   submitted  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the   expediency  of 
giving  one   hundred  acres  of,  to  each  de- 
serter from  the  British  army  - 
the  resolution  adopted         .... 

Bounty  to  owners,  Ac,  of  private  armed  vessels. 
on  motion  of  Mr.   King  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Naval    Committee  were   instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  merchant  vessels  the  provisions  of  the 
act  granting  a         .         -         .         -         - 
the  committee  made  an  adverse  report  there- 
on ....... 

which  was  concurred  in      - 
Bounty  to  Privateers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son  of  Louisiana,  the  Naval   Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  a,  for  the  destruction 
of  enemy's  vessels  .... 

1  an  adverse  report  thereon  .... 

[  Mr.    McKean    presented  a   memorial    from 

Baltimore,   praying  the  allowance  mcn- 

!  tioned.  referred        ..... 

Bowie  and   Kurtz,  and   others,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  relief  of.  twice  read  Ac. 
referred  to  a  committee       .... 

reported  without  amendment  and  again  re- 
ferred    ..----- 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Bradbury,  George,  of  .Massachusetts,    appeared 
and  took  his  seat    -         .         -         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  United  States*  Bank 

Bradley,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  his  resolution 
resiKJCting  interest  .... 

Brahany,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Breckenridge,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 

Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  a  message  from  the 
Senate  announcing  the  death  of.  and  pro. 
ceedings  thereupon  .... 
Brigham,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  United  States 

Bank  bill 

on  the  Direct  Tax  bill        "         "         '.        ' 
British  and  Indian  Depredations,  Mr.  LaUimore 
made  a  report  on  the  subject  of 
laid  on  the  table         ''''.' 
Brown,  Obadiah  B.,  election  of.  as  chaplain 
Brown,  Scott,  and  Gaines,  Generals;  Mr.  Hawk- 
ins, of  Kentucky,  presented  a  resolution 
giving  the  thanks  of  Congress  to,  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee         -         -         - 
Mr.  Troup  reported  resolutions  embracing, 
in   addition,   the  name   of  General   Ma- 
comb     -        -         -         *         *         " 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed       .... 
the  names  of  P.  B-  Porter,  Ripley,  Miller, 
Mooers,    and    Strong,    being    added,   the 
resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  a  third  time,   and   recommitted  to  the 
Military  Committee        .... 
reported  with  amendments 
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Scott,  (5tc.,  Generals — continued.  Page. 

•port  accented  ;  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  386 

ad  a  ihirii  time,  and  passed  unanimously  393 
turned  fnjm  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred    -          -          -          .          .          -  413 

k,  ,c  amendr.ienls  disagreed  to     -         -         .  438 

le  Senate  insist  and  ask  a  conference         -  453 

f^ouse  of  1^'presenUtives  appoint  managers  465 
n\ie  Senate  *igree  to  the  modifications  of  the 

«  *^'^"'^''*^*'*' 482 

'     jSilid  the  Ho|sc  of  KepresentaUvea  also  agreed     495 
lJ'''>jJf .  L'ruh,  Jeport  from  the  acting  SecreUry 
*  of  the  N|vy  on  the  memorial  of,  referred 

'  to  a  comtiutlee 1013 

8i  adverse  jeport  thereon,  read  -  -    1106 

BrugiThofiias,  ^Mr.  Wright  presented  the  peti- 

f     %"*  lion  of,  raferred 397 

Bur^.  Benjaruiti,  Captain,  statement  of,  to  the 

f'   Committee  of  Irxjuiry  into  the  causes  of 
I  the  capture  of  Washington     - 
£iur|Kam,  Jamci.     (See  CooUd^e,  Uriah.) 
turf^if?  <>i  the/Japitol,  a  letter  from  the  Clerk 
l^use  to  the  Speaker  thereof,  in- 
jhem   of  the   destruction  of  his 
'by  the,  by  the  enemy,  <Stc.,  ac- 
;companit^   by  a  letter  from  his  subordi- 


Page. 


-  i66r. 


I     iJof  the    If} 

1     {.'  accounts  ' 
1    *jCompanit^   Dy  a  let 
'     i  I  nates      "I       - 
BuTf  111,   Mr.,  cj'  Virginia, 
>     I  f  liank   report  of  the 


remarks  of,  on  the 
Committee  of  Ways 


30.5 


496 


326 


)»in,  John  (|.,  ap( 
ieech  of,  ort  the  i 
cnarks  oU  6n  the 

T  h.-  ^--^i.J 

lee 


epo 
>aiid  Meaijs 
Boi*^  Eiri,  of  ^Vermont,  appeared  and  took  his 

•  'k  scat        -' 

\ 

■  C 

CafA|rII,  Caption   E.  B.,  statement  of,   to  the 
|-.Committ»lt;  of  Inquiry  into  the  causes  of 

•  ■  the  captuje  of  Washington     - 
Cale    |\c8ah.     (j^ee  ShinnicJc,  Jacub.) 
Callfijin.  John  (».,  appeared  and  took  his  seat   - 

increase  of  taxes 
le  Volunteers  bill 
his  resolijtion  respecting  the  Army 
•Jeech  of,  oft  the  United  States  Bank 

larks  of,  fn  explanation  of  his  motion  to 
.strike  outjthe  third  section  thereof 
,1  amendm-Jnts  proposed  to  the  second  scc- 

Jtion  of  ih^  same 

j     Vi  recommiiing  the  bill     -         -         .         . 

T  ;  fc     the  Senate's  miiitia  bill 

.  I   ;i    indefinit*^  postponement  of  the  same 

.    M    the  Peac*  EsUbltshment 
;  :  i  I  ?ech  of,  01,  the  same        -         -         -         . 
:  ;,  reply  to  AJr.  Haiuon      .... 
CsU  |r|  the  Hou^>,  members  present  at  a  - 
Cair^^ll,  Georgi   W.,  letter  from,  to  the  Com- 

■  k  ^iltee  of  inquiry 

CaiiiMi.  Newtor;,  a  new  member  from  Tennes- 
-jtoee,  in   pirfce  of  Felix    Grundy,  resigned, 
.  I  Jwaa  qualiHed,  and  took  his  seat 
|.|-ech  of,  01*   his   motion   to  recommit  the 

spiriu  distilled        -         -      694,  699 
le  uotion  for  reduction  of 
^he  Army  bnd  Navy       -         •         .         .    1154 
District,  |)hio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mclean, 


k  Jwaa  qualified,  ai 
^1-ech  of,  01*    his 
\  Lill  Uxing^spirit 
^'Joarks  of,  ofi   th< 
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[he  Comin  ttee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
tructed  tc^  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

(Annexing  ^erUin  lands  to  the 
fill  to  that  effect  twice  read    ... 
Cred  to  a  »hird  reading  - 
^4d  a  thud  i^me,  and  passed 
I 

i 


771 

J92 

1071 

1073 


Capture  of  Washington,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken 

tucky,  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  com- 

inittee   to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the, 

Ac. ;    which,  being  amended    to    include 

Alexandria,  was  laid  on  the  table    - 

twice  read  -----. 

amended,  on  motion  of  .Messr*.  Gaston  and 

(irosvenor,  and  unanimously  agreed  to    - 

Mr.  Johnson   gave   a   history  of  what   the 

committee  had  been  doing 
Mr.  J.  made  a  voluminous  report,  and  moved 

that  it  be  printed 

the  printing  ordered,  and  report  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
the  further  consideration  thereof  indefinitely 
postponed       ---... 
the  report  in  full,  as  printed 
Carberry,  Colonel    Henry,  statement  of,   to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry     -         .         .         . 
Carmick,  Major  D.,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 
expressing  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    1 155 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -   1167 
Carriages,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  twice  read,  and 
referred  ---... 

a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Rev- 
enue on  the  subject  of  the  bill 
the  bill  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment  ---... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
which  were  agreed  to  .... 

Castille.  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Catlett,    Dr.  Hanson,  statement  of,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  into   the  causes  of  the 
capture  of  Washington  -         -         .  . 

CerUin  Corps  in  lieu  of  Militia,  a  bill  authorii- 
ing  the   President  to  receive  into  service, 
twice  read       ---... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .... 
Chalmers,  John,  jr.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Chambers  of  the  two  Houses,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stanford,  a  joint  committee  was  appoint- 
ed tu  inquire  whether  the  present,  can  be 
so  altered  a.<i  to  be  rendered  more  conve- 
nient     --..... 
the  Senate  refused  to  concur      ... 
a  resolution  from   the  Senate  on  the  same 

subject  -         - 

agreed  to,  and  joint  couirnitlce  appointed    - 
Chaplain,    on    motion    of    Mr.     Davenport    the 
House  resolved  to  elect  a,  to-morrow 
election  of  a       - 
Chapman,  Christian.     (See  Shinnick,  Jacob.) 
Chappell,  John  8.,  of  South  Carohna,  appeared 

and  took  his  scat 

Chesapeake   Bay,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide for  exploring,  Ac,  the     - 
twice  read,  and  referred      .... 
Cheves,  Langdon,  Speaker,  attendance  of,  at  the 

opening  of  the  session    ....     301 
remarks  of,  on  giving  bis  casting  vote  to  re- 
move the  Scat  of  Government         -         -     342 
on  giving  his  casting  vote  against  the  Bank 
bdi 1026 
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Cill«y,  Bradbury,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat    .         -         -         -         - 

Claims,  appointment   of   standing  Committee  of 
Clendenin,  David,  a  new  member  from  Ohio,  in 
place  of  Rezin  Beall,  resigned,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  scat      .... 

Clerk  of  the   House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim, 
the    Committee   of    Accounts    were    in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
compelling  the,  to  give  bond,  &c.   - 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read     - 
recommitted       ...... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading        ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
election  of  a,  in  place  of  Patrick  Magruder, 
resigned  ...... 

Clifford,  Thomas,  and   John,  a   bill  for  relief  of 
twice  read.  Ac.       ..... 

Cloplon,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared   and  look 
his  seat  ...... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means     - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates       .... 

Clothing  the   Militia,  on  motion  of  Mr.    Eppes, 
the   Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    - 
aaid  committee  reported  the  existence  of  a 

provision  for 

a  bill  making  provision  for,  twice  read 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously 
Cochrane,  Admiral,  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  transmitted  copies  of  a  correspond- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  Slate  and, 
referred    to    the   Committee  on    Foreign 

Affairs  

the  correspondence  mentioned  a!)Ove 
Coffee,  Brig.  General.     (See  Reward  of  Valor.) 
Collectors  of  Customs,  Ac,  Mr.  Ingersoll  submit- 
ted a  resolution   respecting   provision  for 
certain  -.--.-- 
the  resolution  negatived     .... 

Collectors  of  Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Duties,  a 
bill  to  fix  the  compensation  and  increase 
the  accountability  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred    .-.-.-. 
reported  without  amendment       ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

recommitted       ...... 

reported  with   amendments,  and   again  or- 
dered to  a  Uiird  reading 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      .         -         . 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to  .... 

Columbia  Manufacturing  Company,  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the,  twice  read         ... 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia    

Commerce   and    Manufactures,    appointment  of 
the  standing  Committee  of     - 
Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution  to  sepa- 
rate the  two  subjects,  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  each        .  -  .  -  - 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    - 
Commiasaries  of  Subsistence,  a  bill  authoriiing 
the  appointment  of,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
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Page. 
Commissioner  ol   the  General   Land  Office,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the,  was  directed 
to  furnish  an  account  of  moneys  accruing 
to  the  Treasury  from  forfeitures,  &,c.        -     757 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  a  bill  to  author- 
ire  the,  to  employ  a  clerk   to  aid  him  in 
signing  licenses,  &.c.,  twice  read      -         -     552 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ...     552 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an   amend- 
ment       618 

bill  from  the,  on  the  subject  of  duty  on  stills   1097 
Condict,  Lewis,  of   New  Jersey,   appeared,   and 

took  his  seat 308 

Congress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  provide  by 
law  for  the  next  meeting  of,  twice  read    -  1253 
indefinitely  pofitjwned         ....  1268 
Constitution,  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  to  amend  the  •         -     324 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  &c.     326 
that  portion  of  it  relating  to  u  Bank  of  the 

United   States  negatived  ...     339 

the  remainder  indefinitely  postponed  -         -  1101 
Mr.    Pickering    submitted     propositions    to 

amend  the 1269 

Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  transmitted 

an  account  of  the 1067 

Contracts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  in  April  last 
on  the  subject  of,  for  supplying  the  Army, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Expenditures 552 

a  bill  directing  the  manner  of  purchases  and, 

in  the  Navy  Department,  twice  read         -   1061 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed       ...   1085 
Coolidge,  Uriah,  and  James  Burnham,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read  ....   1116 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...   1153 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      ...    1154 
Corporal  Punishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing or  amending  the  Rules  and  Arlicles 
of  War,  in  relation  to     ....   1103 

Correspondence,  between  the  American  and  Brit- 
ish Commissioners  at  Ghent   ...  1325 
Covington,  Brigadier  General.     (See  Reward  of 

Valor.) 
Cox,  William,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ......     308 

Cox,  John  Palmer,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of 1144 

Crawford,   William,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared, 

and  took  his  sest    .         .         -         -         -     302 
Creek  Lands,  Mr.  Harris   submitted  a  resolution 
concerning  a  survey  of  ihe,  ceded  to  the 

United  States 1173 

amended,  and  agreed  to     -         -         -         -  1173 
Croghan,  Colonel.     (See  Reward  of  Valor.) 
Crosby,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Wilson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ...         -     413 
Crouch,  Edward,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ....         -     303 

Cumberland  Road,  a  Message  from  the  President, 

with  the  report  of  the   Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the         -         -  1026 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the         -   1111 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   -  1114 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •         -  1 H9 


f  * 

u 


!3 


i 


:ix 


INDEX. 


m,  to  the  GoT- 
thc 


•tr=r=— 

W  jlhing,  (iorieral  T.  H.,  letter  fro 
I  I  ernor  ^f  Connecticut 
t"'*hbert,  Mrj,  of  Georgia,  remarlis  of,  on 
•  |l  Scnat«|  amendiaenla  to  the  Bank  bill 
»  speech  o(  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
i  hlishmjnt  ----.. 
C  Ala,  Thomi^?,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
I  of,  refrtrred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
the  report  rerersed,  and   ordered  to  lie  on 

the  taSle 

the  Houtie  disagreed  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  concurred 
in  thai  of^e  Committee  of  Claims 

!  D. 

a,  Samue^,  a  new  member  from  Ma«aacha- 
setts,  u\  p!ac«>  of  William  M.  Kichardaon, 
was  ijiialified,  and  took  his  seat 
lin,  Amy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  pe- 
tition 4f,  (presented  in   1804,)  was  refer- 
'      red   to*  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
(      Revoli/iionary  Claims     -         -         .         . 
jj  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of,  twice  read 
I  read  a  th^d  time,  and  passed 
18.  !Samu»J(,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 
I       took  L«s  seat  -  -         .         .         . 

lur,  Perr^,  Porter,  and  Warrington,  a  con- 
current letter  from,  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Aff*i™ 
rters,  on' motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Mili- 
tary C«^mmittee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  llye  eipedii-ncy  ct'  allowing  certain 
excmpldons  to  those  who  take  up  • 
a,  Mr.,  o\  Kentucky,  speech  of,  oi\  the  Vol- 

unteer^l  bill 

speeches  hf,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishiient    -          -          .          .            1200, 
^ruction  oi   Books  and  Papers,  on  motion  of 
.  ^      Mr.    S<;ybert,    Liie   heads   of  departments 
^         were  directed  to  communicate  such  infor- 
i^     mation  as  may  be  in  their  jwwer  relative 
|n      to  the,  fti  their  respective  offices 
kg  report  of  jhe  Postmaster  General  thereon     - 
fi  report  of  Jhe  Secretary  of  War   - 
^report  of  Jhe  SecroUry  of  the  Treasury 
^.  rt- port  of  ihe  Secretary  of  State  - 
^Jthe  comr^iitee  appointed  on  the  Clerk's  ac- 
»^     count  (*f  the,  reported      .... 
I< statement^  from   the   Treasury,   War.   and 
Jj*      Navy  l>»epartmcnts,  and  Land  Office     875 
j^"  report  of  ihe  committee  on  the  Clerk's  letter 
Jv  various  dicuracnu  touching  the 
)D|^st  of  tiielLaws,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Inqham, 
the   Sc^^retary  of  Stale  was  requested  to 
cause  t(»e  volumes  of  the,  to  be  furnished 
to  mci^Oers,  &.r.     -         .         .          .          . 
tt   Tax   a»ui   Internal   Duties,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  OajLley,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
^      was  dii^'cted  to  report  the  amount  of  as- 
\     seMme^t.  amount    collected,  <fcc.,  under 
^     the  act|to  assess  and  collect  a 
V report  of^the  SecreUry  thereon,  referred  to 
y\     the  Coifimittce  of  Ways  and  Means 
a  bill  to  I'.y  a,  <kc.,  twice   read,  and   com- 
mitted >- 

^reported  i^ith  amendments 
Wordered  tt^  a  third  reading  -  .         -  . 

J^read  a  thiid  lime,  and  passed 
\  -returned  Jom  the  Senate  with  amcndmcnu 
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Direct  Tux,  &.c. — continued. 

read,  and  referred       ..... 

reported,  and  one  amendment  disagreed  to 

Senate  and  House  both  insist,  and  a  confer- 

ence  agreed  upon  .         -         -         -         . 

the  former  agreed  to  the  conference    - 

Discipline  of  the  Army,  report  fi-om  the  S«cretary 

of  War,  on  the  subject  of        .         .         . 

Discriminating   Duties,  a  bill   from   the  Senate 
concerning     ...... 

twice  read,  and  committed  ... 

reported  without  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Distressed  Seamen,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Baylies, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  further  provision  for  compen- 
sating masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  home 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 

make,  an  allowance,  &.c..  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand, 
ing  Committee  for  the     .... 

.Mr.   Stockton  submitted   a   resolution  con- 
cerning a  direct  tax  upon  the,  which  was 
agreed  to        .....         . 

a  bill  laying   a  direct  tox  upon  the,  twice 
read       ----... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Donation  of  Land,  a  bill  authoriiing  a,  to  per- 
sons m  the  service  of  the  enemy  who  shall 
come  within    the    limits,   and    claim    the 
protection    of  the    United    States,    twice 
read,  and  committed        .... 

indefinitely  pof^tponed         -         .         .         . 
Dougherty,  Tho.iias,  election  of.  as  (?lerk  of  the 

House,  in  place  of  P.  Magruder,  resigned    1 1 14 
Douglas,  Brigadier  General  Hugh,  sUtement  of, 
to  the  Committee  of  Investigation  of  the 
causes  of  the  capture  of  Washington 
Doyle,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  iwice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  lime,  and  pasced 
Drawback  of  Duties,  a  bill  from  ihc  Senate  con- 
cerning a,  on  certain  articles  - 
twice  read,  and  referred      .... 

reported  without  amendment 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Drury,  Wilfred.     (See  </uy.  Matthew.) 
Duvall.  William  P.,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
oi  Ways  and  Means        .... 
on  the  Voluntj'ors  bill  .... 

speech  of,  on  the  Militia  bill 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the 

Bank  bdl 

Dyson,  Captain  Samuel  T.,  sentence  of  a  court 
martial  on      •         -         ...         . 
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Eaxle, 


appeared,  and 


Elias,  of  South  Carolina, 
took  his  seat  . 
Earthquakes,  a  bill  for  relief  oi  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Madrid,  Missouri  'IVrritor)-,  who 
suffered  from  the  late,  twice  read,  and  r«. 
ferred     ..... 
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Earthquakes — continued.  Page- 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 1072 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -   1073 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments   1153 
which  were  concurred  in    -         .         -         -   1154 
Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  Mr.  Kent  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  which  was  referred 
to  the  SecreUry  of  War  -  -     310 

a  report  from  that  officer  thereon,  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Claims 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Eastman,  Jonathan   Bradley,  Mr.  Webster  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Easton,  Rufus,  returned  to  serve  as  delegate  from 
Missouri    Territory,    was    qualified,    and 

took  his  seat  

Eaaton,  Sarah,   and   Dorothy  Storer,  report  on 
the  petition  of         -         -         -         -         - 
Eccleston,  Mary.     (See  Frazer,  Solomon.) 
Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on    

Eppea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  increase  of  taxe« 

on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  VV'ays 
and  Means     --.... 

on  the  Loan  bill         ..... 

on   his   report  disagreeing  to  the  Senate's 
amendment  of  the  Ix)an  bill  - 

on  the  resolution  respecting  interest  to  pub. 
lie  creditors    ...... 

on  recommittmg  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bank,  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  anil  Means 

on  the  bill  Isying  duties  on  manufactures   - 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Baylies       .... 

on  Mr.  Lewis's  resolution  concerning  Trea- 
sury notes      ...... 

speech  of.on  the  bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace 

Establishment 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  roncerning  discrimi- 
nating duties 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton  - 

Estimated  Revenue,  Mr.  Eppes  laid  on  the  table 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury,  showing  the    -         .         .         -         - 

Estimates  of  Appropriations,  the  8{>eaker  laid 
before  the  House  the       .         .         .         - 

Evans,  David  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat 

Evans,  Oliver,  Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  patent 

of,  Ac. 

read  twice  ....-- 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Evans,  Samuel,  letter  from,  to  the  Committee  on 

Naval  Affairs 

Ewell,  Thomas,  .Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  memo- 
rial of 

Exportation  of  Specie,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  read 

twice,  &c.      ..--.- 

Ex[K>sition  of  the  causes  and  character  of  the  war 
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P.  Page. 

Parish,  Thomas  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  «&c. 1193 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown, 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  petition  of,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia    416 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  fee.     -     541 
indefinitely  postponed         ....  1185 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
Mr.  Lewis  also  presented  the  petition  of 
the  ;  referred  to  the  same         ... 
Farrow,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  speech  of,  on  the 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government 
remarks  of,  on  recommitting  the  bill  laying 
a  duty  on  spirits,  &,c.      .         .         .         - 
speech  of,  on  the  militia  bill         ... 
on  his  motion  to  amend  the  bank  bill 
on  Sunday  mails        .         .         .         .         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
pay  of  members       ..... 
on  protested  bills  of  exchange    .         .         - 
on  the  MiliUry  Peace  Esublishment  - 
Fenwick,  Colonel  John  K.,  opinions  of,  on  subsist- 
ing the  Army 

Field  Officers' of  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

concerning     .-.-.- 

read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         -         - 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         - 

indefinitely  [K>stponed  .  .         .         - 

Finances,  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  on  the  ..... 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  sUte  of  the 

letter  from  same,  with  additional  statemenU   1123 
all  the  papers  above-mentioned,  in  full 
Findley,Mr.,ofPennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ...---- 
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Fisk,  Mr.,  of  .New  York,  speech  of,  on  introdu- 
cing a  resolution  to  remove  the  Seat  of 
Government  -         -         -         -         -      311,  389 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  objections  to  his  reso- 
lution      '         ' 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Jackson's  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  -         -         -         - 
on  the  United  Stales'  Bank  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  same        .         .         -         - 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gaston 
on  a  proposition  to  amend  the  bill 
in  opposition  to  .Mr.  Calhoun's  proposition 
on  the  same  ---'"* 
on  recommitting  the  bill     -         -         *         " 
in  explanation  of  amendmenU  to  the  same 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  of  rejection 
on  the  second  Bank  bill     -         -         * 
on  the  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy     - 
Fisk,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of,  inUoductory 
of  a  resolution  granting  a  bounty  to  de- 
serters  from  tbe  enemy  -  -  -  - 

speech  of,  m  reply  to  Mr.  Oakley 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  compliment- 
ing certain  miliUry  officers 
on  the  Volunteers  bill         -         -         -         * 
on  the  Bank  bill         -         -         •         '     , 
on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  taxing 

spirits,  &c.     -  -  "         * 

on  the  classification  of  the  militia 
on  the  Peace  Eslablishmeot 
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fm^tint;  Batq?ries,  a  bill  Trom  the  Senate  to  »u- 
V.       thoriifjone  or  more         -         -         .         . 
'l  read  twn^^and  referred       -          -         -         - 
{  f  reported  ivuhout  amendment      -         -         . 
J*  indefinitilly  postponed         .... 
Pfiv.illa.  a    IfiicT   from   Commodore    Barney  on 
I       behalf  ^f  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
t  a  bill  froA  the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  acta 
;       concerning  the        -          -          -         .         . 
read  twicf.  and  referred     .... 
{  reported,  Jread  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
>  '       amendments            ..... 
F^d,  Brii?;.  J'leneral.     (See  Reward  0/  Valor.) 
K»;f  ign  Rrlatjons,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
t      mittee  pn        -----         . 
eited  Lan^s,  bill  concerning,  read  twice 
»  read  a  third  tune,  and  passed 
est,  Jose(>h,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  peti- 
tion o\\  referred 

^  -'I  report  th»ireon,  adrerse  to  the  claim    - 
?H<which  wajri  concurred  in     - 
y^'yth.  Mr.,  i^if  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill 
J^;      to  remc(ve  the  Seat  of  GoTernment  - 

1  li  remarks  (If,  on  the  Volunteers  bill       -      52( 

2  >4in  opposicjon  to  Mr.  Calhoun's  bank  scheme 
^  I  5  on  striking  out  thr  third  section  of  the  Bank 
***      hill        ! 614,616 

-     626 
ctter  of 
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'*on  amending  the  same 

^on  printir.<;  and  referring  the  fiscal 

'*.     the  Secietary  of  the  'I'reasury 

•on  reconsijenng  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank 

♦  »     bill         r 

Hon  the  ney  Bank  bill           -         .         .         . 
jon  the  Senate's  amendment*  to  the  same    - 
-on  the  bilufrom  the  Senate  to   incorporate  a 
,     Bank  o<  the  United  States 
F'/t^klin,  Mes^ack,  of  .North  Carolina,  appeared, 
:  f  ^     and  tooj^  his  seat     •          -          -          .          . 
FT./jjpr,  Solomi^,  and  Mary  Ecclcaton,  report  on 
:        i     the  [)eti<ion  of          -          ...          . 
;        Agreed  to.^and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
,i     Means  i^irected  to  bring  in  a  bill 
|V  I'ill  for  rtlief  of,  twice  read 
fordered  tofa  third  reading  -          .         .          . 
I  /ead  a  thiiiJ  time,  and  passed       -         .          . 
jFu  r^kires  from  JJustice,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a 
;        I    re8oluti(|n  concerning      -         -         .         . 
[Vgreed  to,«nd  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   i 
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G. 


Generic  E.  P.,  remarks  of,  on  the  mode 
of  subsiJiing  the  Army   -         -         .         -   1741 


>j«^*ntry  and  ijood  conduct,  Mr.  Troup  reported 


Ga 


sundry  rtpsolutions  exprensive  of  the  sense 
4    of  Coni»res8    of    the.    of  certain    officers 
*    therein  mentioned,  referred 
:    (See  Br'cwn,  Scott,  4-c.) 
i|>le,  VVilliatjn,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
[(    lief  of     ^         -         ....         . 

iwice  read,  and  referred      -         -         .         . 
feport  therjron    ...... 

Oii^on  Duty, 'Mr.  Burwell  submitted  a  resolu- 
.  I    ^   tion   instructing   the  Military  Committee 
£^   to  re{)orl-a  bill  concerning  the  reservation 
of  militi.>for  -         - 
iJn.  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Johnson's  reso- 
\  lution  to*inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
j  capture  ,'ji  tb«  City  of  Washington 
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Gaaton,  Mr. — continued.  Pi»e 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  .Means  ....  yj^g 
on  the  resolution  to  issue  Treasury  notes  -  558 
on   the  bill    to   incorporate   a   Bank   of  the 

United  States 5^ 

speech  of,  on  the  same        -         .       668.  C66,  987 
on  the  Militia  bill        •         -         .         .         .     g^ 
remarks  of.  on  indefinite   postponement   of 
the  same         ----.. 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a 
United  States  Bank 
General  Land  Office,  report  from   the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  -         -         -         .         . 
report  on  the  subject  of  forfeited  lands 
Georgetown  College,  petition  of  the,  praying  au- 
thority to  confer  degrees,  referred 
a  bill  to  that   eflTect,  read   three  times,  and 

passed . 

Georgia,  a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the 
act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Stale  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  :\  third  reading   ... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
German  BaptisU,  Ac,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  to  be  exempted  from 
bearing  arms,  referred     -  .         .         . 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  a  bill  from  the  Senate   author- 
ixing  a  certain  payment  to  the  widow  of  • 
twice  read,  and  committed 
indefinitely  postponed  -         .         .         . 

Ghent  Commissioners,  the  President  transmitted 
the  last  communication  received  from  the, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  - 
the  President  also  transmiUed  copies  of  the 
instructions  given  to  the,  aa  to  the  basis 
of  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
Gholson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  the 
V  olunleers  bill         -         -         -         .         . 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hawkins   •         .     

on  indefinite  i>o»tponement  of  the  Militia  bill   1 128 
on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Eitablishraent  -   1222 
Gilpin,  Thomas,   and    others,   Mr.  Seybcrt   pre- 
sented the  petition  of      -         -         . 
referred    to    the    Committee    of  Ways    and 

Means 

Girard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  the  p*. 

tition  of,  referred 

(See  Note*  of  Banks,  4-e.) 
Gla.-gow,  Hugh,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 

Gold  and  Silver  V\  atches.     (See  Household  Fur- 
niture, <i[C.) 
Gold,  Silver,  and  Plated  Ware,  <3tc,  a  bill  laying 
duties  on,  twice  read       •         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Goldsborough,  Charles,   of  Maryland,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  relief  of  Barney's  flotilla 
men       -----.. 
on  the  Peace  Establiihment 
Goods  and  Merchandise,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kim,  the  Committee  of  Ways  ond  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  imposing  duties  upon  all,  now 
fcee        ---.... 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 
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Goods  and  Merchandise — continued.  Page, 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  998 
agreed  to  in  part,  and  duagreed  to  in  part  -  1033 
conferees  appointed  ...  -  -  1062 
their  report  agreed  to,  and  the  House  re- 
ceded .--..-.  1066 
Government,  a    bill   making   appropriations    for 

the  support  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -    1107 
reported,  with  an  amendment  •         -   1115 

the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment,   and    ordered    the    bill    to   a    third 

reading 1117 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -   1119 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments   1149 
and  concurred  in          .....    1153 
Great  Britain,  papers,  dec,  embracing  our  rela- 
tions with 1281 

Griffin,  Isaac,  of  Pennsylvania,   appeared,   and 

took   his  seat 302 

Grosvenor,   Mr.,  remarks  of,   on   Mr.  Johnson'b 

resolution  of  inquiry,  Ac.         ...     309 
speech  of,  on  the  proposed  bounty  to  British 

deserters 330 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  remove  the  seat  of 
(Jovernment  ......     388 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means         ....     497 

speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill  ...     491 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill        -  -     589 

remarks  of,  on  recommitting   the   bill  con- 
cerning spirits  distilled    .  -  -  -     697 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sharp         -         -     732 
remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill         •   1043 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  same 1U81 

remarks  of,  on  the  classification  of  militia  -   1128 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  reduce  the 

.Army  and  Navy     .....   1164 
speech  of,  on  the   bill  fixing  the   Peace   Es- 
tablishment     1220 

Guy,  Matthew,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the 
Committee   on    Naval    Affairs    were    in- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a  bounty  to,  for  capturing  five 
prisoners  by  himself  alone      ...     990 
a  bill  to  compi-nsate,  and  others,  twice  read    1068 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1085 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...   1085 

H. 

Hale,  William  H.,  appeared,  and  look  his  seat  -     453 
Hall,  Boiling,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat         -  -  -  -     "    -  -  -     302 

remarks    of,   on    his    resolution     respecting 

'I'reasury  notes 557 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gaston       -         -     659 

remarks  of,   on  reconsidering  the   vote   re- 
jecting the  Bank  bill       ....   1027 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
pay  of  members      .....   1122 
Hallowell,  Edward,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  committed         -         -         -         -         -   1118 

rej)orted  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  rending 1164 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -   1169 
Hanson,  A.  C,  of  Maryland,   remarks  of,  on  re- 
moving the  Seat  of  Government      -         -     322 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  com- 
munications from  Ghent  -         -         -     381 
speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill      ...     506 


Pa^e. 

Hanson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill  -  -  656 
remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill  .  1043 
remarks  of,  on   the  reduction  of  the  Army 

and  Navy .1165 

speech  of,  on  the  Peace  Establishment         .   1234 
Harris,  Mr.,   of  Tennessee,  remarks   of,  on   his 
motion  respecting  the  kind  of  money  paid 
to  troops  ......     555 

speech  of,  on  the  Militia  bill       -         -         -     885 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

Creek  lands 1172 

Harrison,  Major  General  Wm.H.    (See  Reward 

of  Valor.) 
Hasbrouck,  Abraham,  of  New  York,  appeared, 

and  took  hit  seat 383 

Hawkins,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  speech  of,  on   re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government     -         -     318 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means        ....     441 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  report  ...     497 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill       -         -     530 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  Uni- 
ted Sutes'  Bank 586 

remarks  of,  on  the  indefinite   postponement 

of  the  Militia  bill 973 

remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  Bank 1029 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Law's  motion  respecting 

Treasury  notes       .....   1046 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Bank  bill 1080 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  concerning  pro- 
tested bills  of  exchange  ....   1196 

Henderson,    Samuel,    of  Pennsylvania,    a   new 
member,  in  place  of  Jonathan  Koberts,  ap- 
(winted  a  Senator,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat  ......     688 

Hickman  and  Dickson  counties,  Tennessee,  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of,  in  relation  to  the  operation 

of  the  direct  tax 1096 

Hill,  Jeremiah,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1148 
Historical  or  Antiquarian  Society.     (See  Anti- 
quarian Society.) 
Hite,  George,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

concurred  in  ------  1104 

Hodgkinson,  Ann,  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concujred  in      -         -         -         -         -   1072 

Hodgson,  Rel)ecca,  report  on  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole         -     514 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table     753 
Hopkins,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ------     376 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means        ...         -     456 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill        -  -     519 

speech  of,  on  the  Militi*  bill         -         -         -     860 
speech  of,  on  the  Peace  Establishment         -    1210 
Horses  of  the  Mounted  Volunteers,  under  Gov- 
ernor   Shelby,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha, 
the  Committee  of  Claims   were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  exj)edicncy  of  author- 
iiing  payment  for  the,  that  were  lost,  Ac.     560 
lost  in  the  Creek  campaign,  on  motion  of 
Mr.    Brown,    similar    instructions    were 
given  in  relation  to         -         -         -         -     640 

report  from  the  Committee  read  -  -  751 
a  bill  authoniing  payment  for,  twice  read  -  1144 
indefinitely  postponed         ....   1867 
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se  of  Representatives,  members  present   at 
mecting^of  the         .         .         -         .         .     301 
losing  buipncss  of  the         ....  1274 
!     k  fupplemerial  jaurtial  of  the       ...   1275 
Wt>*ehold    Fi^niture,  &.C.,  a  bill   laying  duties 

on.  twic*-  read 800 

ordered  to»a  third  reading  ...     950 

^ead  a  thind  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     957 
■;;elurried  Uom  the  Senate  with  amendments   1013 
t^eferred    i<>    the    Committee    of   Ways   and 

I'     Means    1          -          -          -          -        '-          -    1014 
^heir  repoj^  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
t    ihe  VVhi'le 1026 


i 


r'^  disagreefiient   reported,  and  concurred  in   1026 
Jihe  8enal.i  insist 1032 


1039 
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the  HouseJ recede  from  their  disagreement  - 
^   bill    to  i-rnend   the  act   lajing   duties  on, 

j    twice  retd 1070 

{read  a  thu|l  time,  and  passed  ...  1073 
leturned  f^m  the  Senate  with  amendments  1171 
iead,  and  deferred       ....  -    1174 

<rcported  i^^th  an  amendment  to  the  ainend- 
.'    mcnts,  iji  which  both  Houses  agree 
»ell,  Nathailiei,  of  New  York,  appeared  and 

||    took  his.rtoal 

<ert,  John  W.,  a  nfw  member  from  Maasa- 
\    chusett>;in   place  of  Daniel    Dewey,  re- 
signed, >aj  qualified  and  took  his  seat     - 
Commodi^rc  Laac,  letter  from,  to  the  Naval 
Commit|ee     ..... 
*.liatiori  arul  Prayer,  Mr.  C'lopton  submitted 
a  resolution  for  a  joint  committee  to  wait 
on  the  ffrestdent,  and  request  him  to  re- 
commenil  a  day  of,  twice  read 
^rdercd  to ji  third  reading  ... 

ad  a  thir^  time,  end  passed      ... 
?4Jie  commijtee  appointed     -  -         -  - 

^^n  motion  pf  Mr.  .McKim,  the  House  deter- 
I  1  _•  mined  r^ot  to  sit  to-morrow  (being  the 
\     Vi   day,    12^h     January,    appointed    by    the 

Presideri,  (Stc.) 

he    Presidj-nt's   Proclamation,  recommcnd- 

'    ing  a  da|r  uf 

'\^^  ,'ff'^''^y*'  ^r-'  remarks  of,  on  recommitting 

•    the  bill  (^nccrning  spirits  distilled  - 
J      ^f>n  the  rcsf/lution  r.-specting  Creek  lands    - 
Hv  »jferford,  Jojin  P.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and 
;       i-»    took  his  seat  ..... 
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jtatcment  ^f,  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry 

i   into  the  jcauses  of  the  capture  of  Wash- 

,v    ington,  4tc. 

Hi.  £|)urt,  John/U.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

«       ;,    relief  of, 'twice  read  .         .         .  . 

J       Ij-rdered  to  1»  third  rcadmi;  .... 

f        fead  a  thirii  lime,  and  postponed 

Uiil  finally  passed        ..... 

H)   Jjim,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     - 
^rdered  to  ^  third  reading 


^ead  a  thir)(  time,  and  passed 


I. 


lUi^f  s  Terntoi^,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson 
f  ^    the  Con«iiiiiee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed l-oncerning  claims  to  land  in 
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772 
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996 
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bill   in  r»*alion  to  such  claims,  twice  read    1102 
^rdcred  to  h  third  reading  -         .  .1119 

:ad  a  thirl  Ume,  and  passed      .         •         .   1120 
Returned  fmm  the  Senate  with  amendments 
and  coDuuned  in 1194 

\ 


Illinois  Territory — continued.  Page, 
a  bill  declaring  the  powers  of  the   Legisla- 
ture of,  twice  read            -         .         .         -   1117 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -   1 194 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         .   1255 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fur- 
ther to   provide  for  the  collection  of  da- 
ties  on 1268 

twice  read i265 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasM'd      -         .         -   1271 
Income  Tax,  Mr.   Kilbourn  submitted  a  resolu. 
tion  concerning  an,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed       ......   1079 

Indemnification  ot  certain  Claimants  of  Lands 
m  Mississippi,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fur- 
ther supplementary  to  the  act  providing 

for 1186 

twice  read,  and  committed  ...  \\%\ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  .  .    1258 

Indiana    Territory.    Mr.    Jennings    presented  a 

memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  referred  -     305 
another,  from  the  same,  respecting  their  Ju- 
diciary, referred      -         -  .         .         .     400 
a    bill  to  regulate   the   courts  of  justice  in, 

read  twice       ......      883 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     -     903 
reported  without   amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .         .1111 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         >         -  1119 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    1 176 
and  concurred  in        .....    iiy5 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of,  praying  that  said  Territory 
may  \>e  erected  into  a  State     -         .  -    1116 

Indian  Treaties,  a    Message  from  the   President 
transmitting  copies  of  certain,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means         .    1 187 
Ingersoll,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvanu,  remarks  of,  on 

his  resolution  respecting  collectors  -  -  523 
speech  of,  on  tiie  bill  to  purchase  small  armed 

vessels -     544 

on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  .         .         .     603 
remarks  of,  on  recommitting  the  bill  taxing 

spirits,  A.C. 698 

speech  of,  on  the  Militia  bill        .         .         .     808 
remarks  of,  on    introducing  a  resolution  to 

grant  a  bounty  to  Matthew  Guy  •  -  989 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank 

bill 1028 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  same    -   1041 
speech  of,  on  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Geoerai 

Jackson 1159 

on   the  resolution   for  reducing   the   Army 

and  Navy 1164 

logliam,  .Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarks  of,  on 

the  report  of  the  Ways  and  Means  441,  452 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  United  States 

Bank 589 

speech  of,  on  the  amendments  proposed  by 

.Mr.  Calhoun 591 

remarks  of,  on  ibe  motion  to  strike  out  the 

third  section 616 

on  recommitting  the  bill  to  a  select  commit- 

tee 643 

on  the  amended  bill  proposed  ...  1044 
instructions   to   Plenipotentiaries,  the   President 

communicated  copies  of  the,  which  were 


ordered, 
printed 


with   certain   exceptions,  to   be 
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Intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Fisk,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in. 

Btructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

making  further  provision  to  prevent  -  ^05 
on  motion  of  Mr.  .MoKim,  the  same  commit. 

tee  were   instructed   to  inquire    into  the 

expediency   of   providing  by  law  for  the 

punishment  of  persons  who  bold  -  .  .^91 
a  bill  to  prohibit,  read  twice  -  -  -  757 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1058 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1061 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment  11 1 1 
read,  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  1116 
documents  in  relation  to  ...  -  1821 
Interest  to  Public  Creditors,  .Mr.  Bradley  submit. 

ted  a  resolution  concerning  -  -  .  565 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  resolution  was 

laid  on  the  table 566 

Internal  Duties,  estimates  of  products  of  existing   1094 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice   1171 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1256 

read  a  tliird  time,  and  passed      ...    1256 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend. 

ment,  and  concurred  in  ....  1267 
Irving,   William,  of  New  York,  appeared,   and 

took  his  seat 310 

remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill        -         -     534 

J. 

Jackson,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  scat 302 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 325,  335 

speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill  ...     603 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the 

Army  and  Navy     -  -  -  .  .1165 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the   Peace   Es- 

tablishment 1207,1250 

Jackson,  Kichard,  jr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 303 

Jackson,  MsjorGeneral  Andrew,  a  resolution  from 
the  Senate,  expressing  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to,  <Stc.  1164 

read  twice,  and  amended  ....  1155 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously 

as  amended 1167 

the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendment,  and 

the  House  of  Representatives  insisted       -   1174 
the  House  uf  Representatives  asked  a  con- 
ference, which  was  agreed  to  .         -         .   1182 
modification  reported  by  the  managers  con. 

currcd  in         -         ...         -  .    1191 

the  Senate  agreed  to  the  same  unanimously    1 194 
Jefferson's  Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate  authorizing  the  purchase  of,  read 

twice 378 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  411 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  412 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  pursuance  of  said 

resolution 715 

read  twice 751 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -   1105 

Jenkins,  Weston,  and  others,  a  bill  concerning, 

read  twice 1068 

re»d  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -   1085 

Jennings,  Jonathan,  a  Delegate  from    Indiana, 

appeared,  and  took  his  seat     ...     303 

l;Uli  Con.  '3d  ^Ess. — 64 


Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  remarks  of, 
on  his  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  capture  of  Wash- 
ington     308 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  .Means  ....  454 
on  the  Volunteers  bill  -  519,520,525,541 
on  his  motion  to  print  the  report  of  his  com- 

mittee 690 

on  the  Militia  bill 900 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same       -     974 
Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  scat 393 

Judgments  of  Record,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey, 
the  ('ommilice  on  the  Judiciary  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  concerning  .         -     418 
Judicial  System,  a  bill  further  to  extend  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed      ....     412 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit. 

tec  on  the      ......     304 


Kennedy,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seal    ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  Militia  bill        ... 

Kilbourn,  James,  of  Ohio,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat . 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 

third  section  of  the  Bank  bill  ... 
on  his  proposition  of  a  plan  lor  a  National 

Bank 

on  the  recoiumitineut  of  the  bill  concerning 

spirits  distilled         ..... 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  for  calling  out 

the  militia,  dec.       -         -      •  - 
King,  William  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat    -  .  -  -  . 

King,  Cyrus,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on 

extending  the  bounty  on  prisoners  - 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means  ..... 
on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  fill- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  Army       ... 
on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Establishment  - 


Lake  Champlain,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Seybert,  the 
Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  vessels  captured  by  Commodore  Mac- 
donougli  on    -         -         -         ... 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  «fcc.      - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
memorial  of,  and  various  reports  and  doc- 
uments accompanying  It,  were  referred  to 
a  select  committee  .... 

report  of  the  said  committee 
Land,  Mr.  Kilbourn  presented  a  petition,  praying 
that  the  price  of,  to  actual  settlers  may  be 
fixed  at  12 J  cents  per  acre      - 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  State.-.,  read  twice, 
and  orJered   to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Land  Titles,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gaston,  the  Com- 
mittee •n  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  concerning      .... 


377 
876 

438 

617 

693 

698 

714 

303 

343 

441 

720 

1246 


1186 
1193 
1267 


1118 
1170 


548 
551 


1101 
1103 


1046 


INDEX. 


■  V 


House    Proceedinga  and  Debatet. 


r 


id  Titles-i-continued.  Page. 

a  bill  su|>plemeQtary  to  the  act  for  the  final 
aJjusUneiit  of.  in  the  State  of  Louisiana 
and   Ijcrritory  of  Migaouri,  read  twice       -   1163 
ordered  io  a  third  reading  ...   1177 

i  ■    read  a  tRird  time,  and  pasaed      ...    1187 
iLMidaK,  Pet^r,  the  Speaker  presented  the  p«li- 
Ti       tion  ct,  which  was  laid  on  the  table         -     .383 
^.Jtimore,   Williana.  delegate  from    Missiasippi, 

appeaj^ed,  and  took  hia  seat     -         .         -     302 
all,   Lieujenant  Colonel  J.,  statement  o(,  to 

the  C|»mmittee  of  Investigation,  dec.         -   1654 
}  4^,  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  appeared,  and  took 

i        his  se^t 323 

«   speech  (jf,  on  the  bill  laying  duties  on  bouae- 

hold  fjirniturc,  «Scc.  ...  -     939 

speech  ij3',  in   explanation  of  his  resolution 
^        re8pt;tj,ing  Treasury  notes        -  -  -    1145 

fjfr,  John,  Statement  of,  to  the  Committee  of 

Invc9t?fi;ation,  &,c. 1699 

rrrence,  Mtij'^r.     (See  Rewardof  Valor.) 

■  of  th»^  United  States,  on   motion  of  Mr. 

Jennirigs,  a  committee   was  appointed  to 

inqui^  into  the  expediency  of  publishing 

the,  within  the  Territories       ...     523 

a  bill  to  Authorize  the  publication  of  the,  Ac, 


twice  ^read 


552 
556 


* 


read  a  tkird  time,  and  passed 
resolulic^s  from  the  Senate,  relating  to  the 
distriltution  of  the  ..... 
read  thr^e  times,  and   pasaed       .         .  - 

A^d  Mines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Easion,  a  com- 
mitter was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedjericy  of  providing  for  the  better  regu- 
..  lalionjof  the  public,  &c. 
I  a  bill  coiicerning  the,  twice  read 
M^fferU  JohiJ,  of  New  V'ork,  appeared,  and  took 
»*  his  sejt  --.... 

f  ♦wi»,  Mr.,  (^f  Virginia,  remarks  of.  on  Mr.  Jobn- 
»'.  son's  iesolution  ..... 
f  i  speech  Of,  on  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
Kf        ernmttjit  ..... 

t„    remarksof,  on  the  location  of  the  Bank  of 

r*         the  L'jiited  States 

I  *    speech  oif,  on  the  Militia  bill 
%<    speech  <y,  on  the  bill  for  repairing  the  pub- 
lic buiiding«    ...... 

ijwis,  Edwiti,  »n  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

'        of,  coixurred  in 

rary,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for  a  joint 

committee  on  the 

concurr««J  in,  and  a  committee,  appointed 
a  bill  fr^ni  the  Senate,  to  provide   a  room 
for  ihi;   ...... 

twice  ruijd.  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -   1191 
read  a  tt^ird  time,  and  passed     ...   12G7 
^enses  to  llislillers,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
•^  f        act  lajiing  duties  on,  twice  read 
J  •    read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Jcfcnses  to   Jletailers.  Ac,   on  motion   of  Mr. 
^*       GhoU<)n,    the    Committee  of    Ways  and 
L         MeanA  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
fr  expediency  of  amending  the  act  laying 

pj        duties  on 

a  bill  to  |hat  effect  twice   read,  and  ordered 
to  a  tl^ird  reading  ..... 
<Z   read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned. from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment ' 1107 

which  Wis  concurred  in     -         -        -         -  1110 

* 
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312 
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772 
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342 
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342 
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Lindsey,  James,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in        -         -         .         . 
Loan,  a  bill  to  authorize  a.  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenu. 
and  referred  ---... 

the  amendments  disagreed  to      -         .         . 

a  message  from  the  Senate  insisting,  and  a 
conference  agreed  to       -         -  .         . 

report  of  the  managers  concurred  in     - 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  acts  authorizing 
a,  for  the  respective  sums  of  twenty-five 
and  three  millions,  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  pa-fsed 

returned  from  the  Senati;  with  an  amend- 
ment, and   concurred  in  ... 

a  bill  to  authorize  .i,  twice  read  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

a  list  of  persons  who  subscribed  to  the 
Loan   Office,   on  motion    of  Mr.   Johnoon,   the 
('ommittee  of  Ways  and  .Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a,  in  Kentucky     - 
Losses  in  the  Creek  War,  Mr.  Lattimore  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi, praying  indemnification  for,  referred    1085 
Lotteries,  a  bill  to  lay  a  duty  on,  twice  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported,  with  .imendmenta 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pa.«sed 

Louisiana,  and   New  Orlean*,  a  resolution  from 

the  Senate,   expressive  of  the  hiyh  sense 

enlertaintd  by  t'ongress  of  the  patriotism, 

(See,  of  the  i>eople  of        -  -  .  . 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   - 

read  a  third  time,  and  pai«iu>d   unanimously 

Lowndes,  William,  of  .South  ('srolms,  appeared. 

and  took  his  seat     ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bf)unty  on  prisoners 

remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill 

remarks  of,  on  small  armed  vessels 

remarks  of,  in  support  of  .Mr.  Calhoun's 
Bank  plan      ...... 

remarks  of.  on  striking  out  the  third  section 
of  the  Bank  bill 

remarks  of,  on  reducing  the  capital  of  the 
same      ....... 

remarks  of,  on  classifying  the  militia  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  Bank  bill 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment   ..... 
Lyman,  Justin  and  Elias,  report  on  the  petition 
of 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  claim  of 
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513 

627 
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563 
557 


750 
771 

964 
1193 
1264 
1494 
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1096 
1119 
1120 
1122 


1151 
1161 
1167 
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-  344 
518,526 

-  546 


589 

617 

643 
1129 
1167 
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640 


641 


M. 

Macdonough,  Com.  Thomas,  joint  resolutions 
from  the  Senate  in  honor  of,  and  the  offi- 
cers, dec,  under  his  comman<l.  twice  read, 
and  referred   --.-.. 

reported,  without  amendment 

read  a  third  time,   and   parsed  unsnimously 

lellers  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  iVavy     - 

Macon,   Mr.,  of  North   Carolina,  remarks  of,  on 

the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government  - 

OD  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank 
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Macon,  Mr. — continued.  Page, 
on  the  classification  of  the  militia       -         -   1130 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment          1229 

Magruder,  Patrick,  Clerk  of  the  House,  resumed 

bis  dunes 301 

a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  respecting  the 

destruction  of  his  vouchers     ...     953 
a  resolution  directing   credit  to  be  allowed 

to,  on  vouchers  destroyed         -         -         -   1094 
Mr.  Clark  submitted  a  resolution  to  remove, 

from  office,  read     -         -         .         .         .   1085 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resoluVon 

postponed       ......   1100 

letter  from,  resigning  his  office,  laid  on  the 

table 1107 

resignation  of,  accepted,  and  a  successor  ap- 
pointed -         -         -         •         -         -1114 
Manufactures,  duties  on.  (See  Good*,  Waret,  SfC.) 
Martin,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  release  of  -         -         -         -   1176 

read  twice,  Ac.  .....    1185 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -   1258 
Mason,    John,    correspondence    of,    with     Mr. 
Barclay,  on   the  subject    of  prisoners   of 

war 1369 

statement  of,  to  the  Committee  of  Investi- 
gation   --.---.   1726 
Mewengers  and  Servants  of  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion of  .Mr.    Johnson,  the  compensation 
of  the,  was  fixed  and  ordered   to  be  paid    1254 
Military  Establishment,  ap{>ointiftent  of  a  select 

committee  on  the  .....  304 
a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  augment 

the  present,  twice  read  -  -  -  -  482 
indefiniuly  postponed  ....  1169 
a  bill  making  appropriation:^  for  the  support 

of  the,  twice  read,  Ac.  -  -  -  -  1143 
papers  on   the  subject  of  the  improvement 

and  increase  of  the  ....  1507 
Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  fixing  the,  twice 

read  and  referred    -  ...  -    1178  i 

reported  without  amendment  ...  1209  | 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1264  ! 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1254  i 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  twice  read        .....  1256 
read  a  tbu'd  time,  and  passed      -         •         •  1257  j 
the   bill  to  fix  the,  was  returned   from   the 
Senate  with  amendments,  and  disagreed 

to 1266 

the  Senate  insisted,  and  a  conference  was 

screed  to         -----  -    1257 

modifications  reported  by  the  managers  were 
accepted         ......   1273 

the  Senate  also  returned  the  second  bill 
with    amendments,  which    were    agreed 

to 1274 

Military  and  Naval  Committees,  Mr.  Ingersoll 
sub.-nitted  a  resolution  instructing  the, 
respectively,  to  bring  in  bills  to  classify 
the  male  population,  and  gradually  to  add 
to  the  ships  in  service  ...  -  767 
Militii,  appointment  of  a  select  cx>mmittee  on 

the 304 

the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing payment  for  their,  referred  to  the  Sec- 
reUry  of  War 336 


385 


635 
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Militia — continued.  Psfs. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cooper,  the  Secretary  of 

War  was  instructed  to  make  report  of  the 

claims  of  the   several  States,  on  account 

of  advances   made   to  pay  the  expenses 

of  their 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  call  on  the,  for   their   respective 
quotas  of,  Ac,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee       .... 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 
the  Senate  agreed  to  some,  and  disagreed  to 
other  amendments  .... 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 
all  the  amendments  insisted  on,  and  confer- 
ence appointed       ..... 
managers'  report  partially  concurred  in 
on   motion  of  .Mr.   Cannon,    the   Commit- 
tee on  the,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  for 
calling  out,  Ac.      .         .         .         - 
.Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  claasi 

fication  of      -         -         -         -         - 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     ' 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims   for   the   services 

of 1170 

twice  read,  and  referred      ....  1171 
reported  without  amendments,  and  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -         -   1186 
the    Committee  of  the    Whole  discharged, 
and  bill  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -         •   1274 
Militia  Bounty,  a  motion  of  Mr.  Easton  on  the 

subject  of,  negatived        ....   1189 
MiUtia    Fines,  on    motion  of  Mr.   Taylor,  the 
Commilleeon  the  Militia  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  remission  of  -         .         .         - 
Miller,   Morris  S.,  of  New  York,  appeared  and 
took  his  scat  ...--- 
speech  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  Bauk  ..... 
in  reply  to  .Messrs.  Barnett  and  Sharp 
on  the  Mililia  bill       ..... 
Minor,   Colonel  George,   sUtement   of,  to   the 

Committee  of  Investigation    - 
Minors,  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  author- 
izing the  enlistment  of,  negatived   - 
Mint,  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
Director  of  the       .         .         -         -         - 
Mississippi   Territory,  on   motion  of  Mr.   Latti- 
more, the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of, 
presented  in  February  last,  was  referred 
to  a  select  commttee      -         -         -         - 
on  motion  of  the  same,  the  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency ot  increasing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  CouncU 
a  bill  further  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage 

in,  twice  resd 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  .         - 

a  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to 
land  in,  twice  read  .         -         -         - 

third  reading  negatived      .        .        -         - 
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issippi  Territory— continued.  P»ge 

t    Mr.    Lalti'tnore  presented  u.   petition  of  the 
'  ;^        lifgislaiure  of,  praying  for  an  additional 

v;      judge    t- 

li  ■'*°  *  pe|ition  praying  authority  to  form  a 
"  f*     Converijion,  Ac,  referred 
•  f|a  bill  to  ydmit,  into  the  Union,  Ac,  twice 

i  J     read,  ar^  ordert-d  to  lie  on  the  table 
Mjyjuri  Terri^ry,  Mr.  Easton  ptesented  a  me- 
morial (if  the  Legislature  or",  praying  Con- 
gress U'r  adopt  rome  measures  of  defence 


1046 
1085 
1187 


■^     for  , 

M^jte,  Nicholas  R.,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and 

took  hii^seat 

iff  'is.  Com.  f^harles,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Naval 


Wfcfley,  Mr.,iipeech  of,  on  the  militia 
;M§iow,  John.  Report  on  the  petition  of. 


Commiwee 


read 


1114 

336 

1057 
830 
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1111 
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303 

336 


jJk^i  '^ted  Volujtrerg,  Ac,  Mr.  Kilbourn  submit- 
i  :     :     tec!  a  rejolution,  respectinp  provision  for 
J  :     .     paynaen*  of  losses  sustained  by  the 
I'l   ,  4resolution^mrndfd,  and  agreed  to 
^1  |tfee,  8aniueJ,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took 
'  •     hi8  seat"  ---... 

*f)eech  of.'on  the  resolution  to  amend  the 
\    Constitk^tion  -         -         .         .         . 

1    remarks  oj^  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Way^  and  Means        -         -         -  y''~''>v441 
emarks  o^  on  the  Bank  bill        -         -         .     4>)6 
emarks  of»  on  the  Senate's  .Militia  bill         -     713 
Jemarks  of  on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejcct- 

>    ing  the  Rank  bill 

Remarks  of;  on  amending  the  Bank  bill 
Remarks  of.  on  the  Senate's  .imendraent  to 
V    the  8am<<* 
Remarks  of^  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

*   Creek  lands 

♦fcfiim,  Alciaitder,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and 


i 
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1027 
1044 


-   1080 


took  his  ^  cat  • 


699 

988 
1231 

644 


798 


remarks  ofj  on   the  bill   to  purchase  small 
Z   armed  T»i^8elB  -  .         .  .  . 

Emarks  o^  on  recommitting  the  bill  con- 
cerning ^pints  distilled,  Ac.     - 
j^ remarks    o*;,-«n    the  Bank   of  the    United 

Hi       Sutca* 

'(emarks  ofion  the  Peace  Establishaient 
.^an,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  laying  ad- 
'    ditional  (^ulics  on  distilled  liquon     - 

tcr,  JohnJ  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read   1 144 

N. 

eon,  Mr.  Miller's  notice  of  the  fall  of 
Seville  Road;  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Lattimore,  a 
I   committ«<»  was  appointed  to  inquire  in  re- 
i   lation  toihe  -  -         .         -         . 

I  bill  makjjig  appropriations  for  repairing 
the.  readitwirp,  Ac.  -  .  .  . 
4nal  Bank,>Mr.  Fisk  presented  sundry  pati- 
^  tions  froili  New  York,  praying  the  incor- 
(  poration  J)f  u,  referred  to  the  Committee 
;  of  Waysund  Meins  -  -  .  . 
taid  committee  reported  a  rrsolntion  to  es- 
'   tablish  a,,  agreed  to         -  -         .  . 

/       (Sec  l^mk  (if  tke  United  Statu.) 
mr.  Kilbourn  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
i  subject  of  a    - 
*    4  ^is  re'^oluli^n  withdrawn    -         -         .         . 
KagtilDai  Bills  oj'  Credit,  Mr.  Taylor  presented 
the  pelili*»n  of  certain  banks,  recommend- 
ing the  e<;nission  of  .... 


nn 


I  i 

I 


National  Observatory,  a  resolution  concerning  a, 

was  agreed   to  -  ...  .' 

(See  Lambert,  William.) 

National  Koad,  from  .Maine  to  Georgia,  Ac,  Mr. 

Easton  submitted  a  resolution,  directing 

the  Postmaster  CHeneral  to  report,  at  next 

session,  a  plan  for  establishing  a      - 

which  was  agreed  to  -         -         .         . 

Naval  Establishment,  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee on  the       ----.. 
a  detailed  report  from  the  said  committee     - 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         . 
a  bill  for  the  support  of  the,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the,  twice 
read       ----... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Naval  Officers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorir- 
ing  the  appointment  of  certain 
twice  read,  and  referred      .... 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    - 
Navy  Commissioners,  a  bill  to  establish  a  board 

of,  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •         .         . 
I  returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments 

'  read,  and  concurred  in         -  -  .  . 

I  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  aulhoriring  the  ap. 

'  pointinent  of  clerks  to  the.  twice  read 

I  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

!  Navy  Pension  Fund*,  annual  report  of  the  com- 
I  mistiioners  of  the     -  -  .  .  . 

I  Navy  Yards,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
I  upon  the  condition  of,  Ac.       ... 

1172  :  ^*6°l'*l'0"*  f"*""  P«'ace,  the  President  transmit- 

\  ted  communications  relative  to  the.  refer- 

30g  i  red  to  Committee  on  Foreign  Kelationi 

I  ten  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed    . 

545  I  Nc'so".  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

bis  seat  ...... 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  passed  for  the  sup. 

jtly  of     .  - 

Newton,  .Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  that  purpose 
New  York,  \  bill  for  the   l>otter  organization  of 
the  United  States  courts  wiihm  the  Slate 
of,  twice  read  -  -  -  .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmeDta 
and  concurred  in        -         -         -         .         . 

Nimmo,  Henry,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  ---... 
reported,  without  amendment     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Northern  District  of  .New  York,  on  motion  of  .Mr. 
Taylor,  the  Judiciary  (Jomiuittee  was  in- 
structed t<j  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  District 
Attorney  and  Marshal  for  the 

Northwestern  Frontier,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kil- 
bourn, the  unfinished  proceedings  relating 
to  the  defence  of  the,  were  referred  to  a 
Kclect  committee  ..... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  K.,  also,  the  resolution 
and  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  (ilinoia, 
presented  at  the  last  session  on  the  same 
subject,  wez-e  referred  to  same  committee   1040 


-   1079 


-   1140  I 


1255 
1255 

304 
1047 
1257 
1143 
1255 

1256 
1268 

883 
903 

1026 

1061 
1085 
1122 
1123 

l^.^6 

1268 

1101 

701 


381 
383 

339 

303 

313 
390 


1171 
1175 
1254 
1255 

1104 
1122 
1169 


.308 


499 


692 
694 


90S 


-   1163 


99« 


W\\ 


INDEX. 


Iviii 


House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


689 
754 
757 


320 


327 


382 


612 


394 


Northwestern  Frontier — continued.  P*ge> 

a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the, 

twice  read,  Ac.       -         -         .         .         .   1073 

indefinitely  postponed         ....  1174 

Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers,  Ac,   a  bill  from  the 

Senate,  supplementary  to  the  act  laying 

duties  on,  twice  read      .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ... 

O. 

Oakley,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  speech  of,  on  the  re 
moval  of  the  Seat  of  Government    - 
speech  of,  on  the  proposed  bounty  to  British 
deserters         ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  com. 

munications  from  Ghent  Commissioners  - 

speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  (/ommittee  of 

Ways  and  Means  -  -  420,  452,  457 

speech  of,  on  the  Loan  hill  -  -  .  504 
remarks  of.  on  the  Bank  bill  ...  589 
remarks  uf,  in  reply  to  .Messrs.  IngcrsoII  and 

Ingham  

Officers  of  the  ,\rmy.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  list  of  the 
Officers  of  the  ('ustoms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fiak, 
of  Vermont,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  further  provision  for 
aiding  and  protecting.  Ac  ...  305 
the  committee  were  discharged  -         -     412 

Ordnance  Department,  a  bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the,  twice  read.  Ac.  -         -         -   io:j2 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -   1083 

read  a  third  time,  nnd  passe<I  ...  1085 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1122 
read  and  committed   -         -         .         .         .  1123 

P. 

Parker,  James,  of  Massachu»ctUi,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 393 

Patterson,  Com.  Daniel  T.,  a  resolution  from  the 
Senate,   expressing    the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  -         -         -         -         -         .1154 

twice  read  -  -  -  -         -  -   1156 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously   1167 
Pay  of  Members.  Mr.  Shipherd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning  the     ....   1131 

which  was  negatived  ....  1132 

Mr.  Fisk  submitted  a  resolution  concerning  1189 
indefinitely  postponed  ....   1190 

Pay  of  the  Troops,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  of 
Tennessee,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  any 
kind  of  money  used  by  Government  for, 
should  be  receivable  for  taxes         -         .     555 
said   committee   reported   the   inexpediency 
of  designating  the  kind  of  money  receiva- 
ble for  taxes  ......     717 

Payment  for  Property  lost,  Ac,  a  bill  authoriz- 
ing, twice  read        -         -         -         -         -1110 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  1111 
Peacock  and  L'Ej)ervier,  the,  a  resolution   from 
the  Senate  relative  to  the  action  between, 
twice  read,  and  referred  ...     384 

reported  without  amendment       -         -         -     394 
read  a  third  lime,  and   passed  unanimously     413 
Commodore  Warrington's   account  of  the 
action  between  the  ....   1803 
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Pearson,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  speech  of,  on 
the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government    . 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton     . 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  Bank  bill 

Pennington.  Governor  William,  of  New  Jersey, 

letter  from,  to  the  SecreUry  of  War 
Pennsylvania,  returns  of  members  of  Congress 

elect,  from  certain  districts  of 
Penny,  Joshua,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti 
lion  of,  concurred  in       -         -         ,         . 
Pensions    and    Revolutionary   Claims,    appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  on 
Perkins,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    - 
ordered  to  a  Ihvrd  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •   - 
Pickens,  hrael,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ...... 

Pickering,  Timotl.y,  of  Massachusetts,    appear- 
ed, and  took  bis  seal       .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Peace  Establishment  1 199, 1264 
speech   of,  on    the  bill  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  EstaMishment       .         -         .  1217,  1250 
Pike,  General  Z.  M.     (See  Reward  of  Valor.) 
Pmkney,  Major  William,  statement  of,   to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  Ac.      ... 

Pitkin,  Timothy,  of  Connecticut  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill 

Pleasants,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  report  rela- 
tive to  bounty  on  prisoners 

speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  in  honor  of 
Com.  Macdonough  .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  respecting 
the  Peacock  and  L'Epervier  ... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  purchase  small 
armed  vessels  ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
the  same         ...... 

Plenipotentiaries.     (See  Ghent  Commi4sioner$.) 
Post,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means     -  -      454,  457 
remarks  ol,  on  the  National  Bank       -         .     498 
Postmasters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Com- 
millee  on   Post  Offices  and   Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  concerning  com- 
pensation to  - 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on    - 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  csUbhsh  certain, 
twice  read      ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  readintf  .         -         .         - 
read  a  third  time,  »nd  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments 
and  concurred  in        -         -         -         -         - 

Potomac  Company,  Mr.  Ringgold  presented  the 

petition  of  the,  referred    . 

Potter,  Elisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -         -         •         '         " 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means         .... 

speech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill         -         -         - 
speech  of,  on  the  bih  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment     1203,  IMfr 
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l^emption,  a'bill  giving  the  rigbt  of,  to  certain 
I      settlers  in  Indiana,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third   reading 
I 'read  a  third  time,  and  pasred 
J  ^returned  f»om  the  Senate,  with  amendments 
i -and  concurred  in         -         .         .         .         . 
fvon  motioaof  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  Committee 
{•j      on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
if^     into  thelexpediency  of  granting  the  right 
I"*      of,  in  Ilrmois  Territory    -         -         -         - 
^ners  of  VVar,  a  correspondence  on  the  snb- 

4     ject  of  > 

cconventiorj  for  tho  exchange  of  - 
P^Mte  Property  lost,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hall, 
I';     the  Coiimittee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
*i     to  inqu'/e  info  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  i-^ayment  of  .... 
(See  I' ny merit  for  Property  Lost.) 
Pij^Bted  Bill*,  Mr.  Hawkins  submitted  a  reso- 
J^     lulion  concerning,  which  was  laid  on  the 

*^     table 

P^  .>col,  draai^ht  of  the  original,  of  confere 

•  '     at  Gher^t 

Pi>jic  Buil«)m,;8,  Mr.  Lewis  submitted  a  resolu- 

:  »     tion  respecting  repairs  of  the  - 
I    ♦  ^referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
;    ^  *  report  of  raid  cominittee     .         -         .         . 
^iabill  mak  ng  appropriations  for  repairing, 

*5     Ac.  the.  twice  read         -         .         .         . 
■    ♦;  ^a  bill  from-'  the  Senate  of  the  same  teior 

»  •twice  reai^  and  referred      .... 

•  ^reported  v^iiih  amendments  ... 
jordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
^iread  a  thii.l  time 

and  after  ijiuch  opposition,  passed 
ir  report  of  tjie  Superintendent  of  the     - 
|iijjic   Debt,  Mr.  Pitkin   submitted  a  reaolution 
»f     directin  jf  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to 
louse  a  statement  of  the. 
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expenditures,  ai){K>inlment  of  thestanding 
CommiKee  on         .         -         .        .         . 
i»  report   recommending  a  committee  to  ait 
J*     during  |be  recess    - 

PYUUc  Lands,  ijppointment  of  the  iUniiing  Com- 
r  ^     mittce  un        .....         . 

Ptoic  Koad,  .Vlr.  Humphreys  preaented  the  pe- 

y^     tilion  of  sundry  inhabitanU  of  TonncB»»ee, 

^^     praying.the  esublishmentof  a  cerUiu,  re- 

Jt     ferred  t(j  the  Secretary  of  War         -  -     411 

i^'^^J   "^"  of  I'ublic  Lands, a  bill  giving  further 

f,     £*     time  to,jread  twice  ....      715 

J'^ordered  to:a  third  reading  ....   1074 

^iread  a  tbiijd  time,  and  paised     -         -         -   1075 

lers,  Mr.  ^eybert  presented  the  petition  of 

the,  prajing  exemption  from  miliUry  duty     997 
ter  Sectioas,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  McLean,  the 
Commiftee  on  Public  Land*  were  instruct- 
li     ed  to  in^juire  into  the  expediency  of  divi- 

'»     ding  tht\ 771 

Q|arum,  an  ir>terchange  of  messages  respecting 

y^     the  forrrration  of  a 302 

Q^.  lu  of  .Mihpa,  a  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  on  the 
.    \i     Wbject^f        -  -         ...     870 

(i  I 

I 

t 

t 


K. 

Rangers,  Mr.  Stevenson  submitted  a  resolution 
that  the  .Military  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing the  number  of,  heretofore  authorized, 
which  was  not  agreed  to         -         -         . 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  cer- 
tain companies  of.  twice  read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         .         .  .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  .         . 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    - 
Receipts  and   Payment*  at  the  Treaaury,  state- 
ment of 

Redaction  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  Mr.  Jackson, 
of  Virginia,  oilercd  sundry  resolutions 
concerning  a  - 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  •         .         .         . 

Reed,  John,  of  .Massachusetts,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  -.-... 

Reed,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  small  armed 
vessels  -•-.-.. 
Refugees,  .Mr.  Kilboum  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  on  PablK 
Lands  to  report  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  land 
heretofore  reserved  for  ;  which,  being 
amended,  was  agreed  to  .         .         . 

Reindeer  and  Wasp,  a  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate in  relation  to  the,  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  unanimously  - 
Relative  Powern  of  the  General  and  Suie  Gov. 
ernments  over  the  Miiitia,  various  cor- 
respondences on  the  subject  of  the  - 
Removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government,  Mr.  Fisk, 
of  New  York,  submitted  a  resolution  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a 

agreed  to.  and  a  committee  appointed 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hou^e  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  city  authorities  of  Philadelphia, 
offering  accommodation  to  Congress,  in 
the  event  of  a,  referred  .... 

a  report  of  said  committee  that  a,  is  inexpe- 
dient, reversed  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Speaker,  and  the  report  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  support  the 
Speaker's  vote,  and  order  a  bill 

a  bill  auttiorizing  the,  read 

the  second  reading  objected  to  by  Mr.  For- 
syth, and  a  raouon  by  Mr.  Rhea  to  reject 
the  bill  negatived    -         -         .         -         . 

the  bill  read  a  second  time  ... 

it«  third  reading  negatived  ... 

Renner,  Daniel,  and  Nathaniel 
makers,  of  balliinori-,  Mr 
•ented  the  petition  of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  made      .... 

and  concurred  in 

Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McLean,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  the  sale  of  . 

a  bill  regulating  the  tale  of  certain,  twice 
read 
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RaMrved  Sections  of  Land — continued.  Page. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .  1071 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...   1063 
Retaliation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grosvenor,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed    to    request  of  the 
President  such  information  as  he  may  con- 
sistently communicate  in  relation  to  the 
system  of,  8tc.         ..... 

a  .Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  information  asked  for         -         -         - 
correspondence    between   the    Secretary  of 
Slate  and  Admiral  Cochrane,  on  the  sub- 
ject of 

Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  on     - 

Reward   of  Valor,   Mr.  Troup  reported   sundry 

resolutions  for  the  .         .         -         -         - 

twice  read,  and  referred      .         .         -         - 

Rhea.    .Mr.,  of  Tennessee,   remarks  of,   on    Mr. 

Fisk's  resolution     -  -  -  -  - 

on  his  motion  to  reject  the  bill  for  removal 

of  the  Seal  of  Government 


394 


495 


1231 

304 

1133 
1134 

314 

388 

on  resolution  respecting  the  pay  of  members   1131 
on  the  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy     -   1165 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment   .-.---   1224 
Rich,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  speech  of,  on  his  resolu- 
tion for  classification  of  militia 
Riddels,  Thomas,  a  rejwrt  from  the  SecreUry  of 

the  Navv  on  the  petition  of    - 
Ridgely,  Henry  M.,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and 

took  his  seal 

Ringgold.  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  appeared   and 
took  his  seat  ------ 

Roberts,  Joaeph  G.,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  -         .         .         .         . 

Robertson,  Thomas    Boiling,  of  Louisiana,   ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat 
remarks  of.  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means        .... 

on   his   resolution  concerning   a   bounty  to 

privateers 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank   1028 

s|>eech  of.  on  the  proposed  vote  of  thanks  to 

General  Jackson     .  -  .  -  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  modifications  reported  by 

the  conferees  on  Military  E^;tabllshment  - 

Robinson,  William,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and   passed     - 
Ross.   Anthony  B..   a  bill   authorizing    the    dis- 
charge of,  <5ic..  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     - 

8. 

Saddle  Hor»es.    (See  Houtekold  Furniture,  ^e.) 

Salaries  and  Income,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Farrow, 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  laying  a  tax  on 
reporlof  inexpediency  of  such  a  ux   - 

Sales   at  Auction,  Ac,  a  bill  laying  duties  on, 
twice  read      -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
referred  to  a  committee      -         -         - 
agreement  reported,  and  concurred  m 


Ptge. 

Saltus.  Son,  and  Company,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 1096 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -  1119 

read  a  third  time,  and  parsed     -         -         -  1 120 
Sands,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred  ......  1122 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Savage,  Jaraen,  and  others,  a  bill   for  relief  of, 

twice  read      ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  parsed     .         .         - 
Schinniek,  Jacob,  and  others,  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  - 
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a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Schools  in  Mississippi,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
provide    for    leasing    certain    sections    of 
lands  reserved  for  the  support  of     - 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Schultz  and  Vogelcr.  (See  ScAinnick,  Jacob  and 

others.) 
Schureman,   James,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared, 
and  took  hia  seat    ..... 
Scott,  Major  General  W.,  opinion  of,  on  the  best 

mode  of  subsisting  the  Army 

Seats  within  the  House,  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York, 

submitted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  rules 

so  as  to  admit  officers  who  receive  the 

thanks  of  Congress  for  gallantry,  dec,  to  1 140 

amended,  and  agreed  to      •         -         -         -   1144 

Sergeant-at-Arins  of  the  Senate,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  to  increase  the  compensation  of 

their 

twice  read,  and  committed  ... 

amended,  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed,  and 

ihe  Senate  agreed  to  the  ameadraent 

Sevier,  Captain  .Alexander,  an  adverse  report  on 

the  petition  of,  agreed  to  -         -         - 

Seyberl,   Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarks   of,  on 

the  bill  concerning  discriminating  duties  1210 
Shane,  Anthony,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
to  certain  lands  to  .... 

a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
referred  to  a  select  committee    - 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Sharp,  .Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  speech  of,  on  the  boun- 
ty to  deserters  .  .  -  -  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill 
on  the  Bank  bill  -  -  -  *  .  .  ," 
on  the  Senate's  apportionment  of  the  militia 
speech  of,  on  the  vote  of  thanks  to  General 

Jackson,  Ac  - 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  EsUblishment  - 
Shaw,  Noah,  report  on  the  petition  of 
Shaw,  John,  letter  from,  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  *'"',," 

Sheffey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  ...--- 

speech  of,  on  the  Militia  bill 
on  the  Peace  Establishment      - 
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8}  41)7,  Govcrr^or  Isaar.  (See  Reward  of  Vaior.) 
tJl  'fwood,  Sanjuel,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
,  r  took  hisj  FPat  ..... 
8l|jiber(f,  Z.  K.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
J I     took  hif^seat  - 


Page. 


^^i^ 


speerh  of,  pn  the  inrrcasc  of  taxes 

J  ion  the  Mil|tia  hill 
^remarks  injexplanation  of  his  resolution  con- 
*^     rerninp^thp  pay  of  mcml)er»    -         -         . 
Sijjfr  Plate  an^  Jcwelrj,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taj- 
■ji     lor,  the  pommiUee  of  Ways  and   Mransi 
'J     were  injitructcd  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
Lf     diency  ftf  laying  n  duty  on       -         . 
^tions,  Will*am,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Com- 
V        miitee  oj"  Inquiry    -          -         -         -         . 
SiiMin^  Fund.jihe  Commissioners  o(  the,  made 
1%     their  anuual  report           .... 

I  ihe  report  in  full 

BlwtDaker,  Anyos,  a  new  member  from  Pennsyl- 
;    1|    vania,  i|   place    of  James   Whitehill.  re. 


.310 

356 
469 
819 


aii  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
ppeared,  aad  took 


report  from  the 


y':     signed,  waii  qualified,  am 
Su,j^,  W.  8..  it  New  York,  ap] 

^J    his  seat  |         *  -  - 

t  Remarks  of,  on  calling  for  a  nj.uii.  imu  me 

j  I    committje  on  the  capture  of  Wash  ngton 
SzE^^,   Isaac,  <»f   Pennsylvania,  appeared,   and 

V  V     took  his  ^eat  ..... 

3u^i,  Isaac,  ar^l  G.Caldwell,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 
:     *  T    twice  rc:tl      -•--.. 
•■     f  Jrdered  to  f  third  reading 
;    J  »ead  a  thinj  time,  and  passed 
$il4tt,  Brigadi«ir  General  Walter,  statement  of, 

^  -■    to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  - 
Rm^tjji,  John  Coiton,  correspondence  of,  w.th  the 
■       «    Secretarj^  of  War,  and  others           -         .   j  y? 
tJp<ii^er  of  the  Wouse,  remarks  of  the,  on  giving 
•    i;    his  castirjg  vote  against  the  bank     -         -  102 
t     t  iPP'y  of",  to  >be  vote  of  thanks  of  the  House   126! 
i,;p«|p5il  Courts,  pn  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasant:*,  the 
i  Judiciary-  Committee  were  instructed   to 
j  inquire  ir>.o  the  expediency  of  authorizing, 
*  in  certair*  cases 


1131 

1103 

1729 

1130 
1497 

870 

376 

524 

396 

1070 
1101 
1102 

1633 

1774 


5 
269 


in  certaii*  cases 
8pii^  distilled  yithin  the  United  States  a  bill 
i  i  'a)''ng  duties  on,  read  twice,  aid  cora- 
*  *  raitted    -  j 

and  ordered  to  a  third 


I*  raitled    -, 
Imported  ani^endcd, 
,  reading 
i^ad  a  thirdaime,  ai 


,  -  and  passed      -         .         . 

Jrtturned  frcjm  the  Senate  with  amendment* 

>r|ad,  and  referred 

|,M,'reement  Reported  and  accepted  to  all  the 
^  »  amendm€-)U8  except  one 
tf  e  Senate  {nsisted  and  a«ked  a  conference 

r|anagcr8  appointed 

rfftort  of  tht«  managers  agreed  to  -  . 

ijessrs.  McHim  and  Hawei  presented  peti. 

I  jtions,  prating  a  diminution  of  the  duties 

J  ?on,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Way* 

i  «and  .Mcanjj 

•rifci«,  Thomas}  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
Mdered  to  athird  reading  - 
f  Jid  a  third  iime,  and  passed 
8t4l|»j|fficer8  of  tjie  Army,  a  bill  directing  the,  to 
I  ^comply  will  certain  requisitions  of  naval 
i  *and  marinje  ofiicers,  twice  read 
J'l^ered  to  a  Jhird  reading  - 
fiAid  a  third  jime,  and  passed 
8tai|I.^jg  Commiitee4.  appointment  of  the 

\  ■ 
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.549 

651 
703 
772 
799 

871 
902 
930 
938 


8p 


1209 

1154 

-   1176 

1187 


397 
756 
757 
303 


Standing  Rules,  Mr.  Rhea  aabraitted  an^iddition 

to  the 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  the  sutpensioii  of  one 

of  the 

.Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  an  amendment  to 

the 

SUnsbury,  Brigadier  General  T.   E..  statement 

of,  to  the  Committee  ol  Inquiry 
State    and    Dibtrict  Courts,    a    bill   concerninv, 

twice  read 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    • 

Stationery,  Binding,  Ac,  a  joint  reaolution  from 

the  Senate  appointing  a  committee  on  the 

subject  of        .....  , 

read  three  times,  and  concurred  in 
a  resolution  from  the  Senate  directing  the 

manner  of  providing        .... 

twice  read       --•-.. 
Stephenson,  Benjamin,  a  delegate  from  Illinois, 

in  place  of  Shadrack  Bond,  rrsi;;ned.  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
8lerret,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joseph,  statement  of, 

to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  ... 

Stewart.  Commodore  (Charles,  a  letter  from,  on 

the  Naval  E.«taMishment 
Stills,  an  adverse  re{)orl  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
owners  of       -  -  ...  . 

a  resolution  offered  by   Mr.  Rugglea  to  re- 
duce the  taxes  on,  negatived 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherwoixl,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  .Means  were  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any  alteration  was  neccs. 
&ary  in  the  laws  laying  duties  on  • 
Stockton,  Richard,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  -         .         .         .         . 

speech  of,  on   the   removal   of  the  Seat  of 
Government  ..... 

on   his  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
Militia  bill 

remarks  of.  on  the  Senate's  ami>ndmcnt  to 
I  the  Bank  bill 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment     

Strong,  Governor  Caleb,  correspondence  of,  with 
the  Secretary  of  War      -         -         .         . 

Strown,  Joel,  and  others,  report  on  the  petition 
of,  committed 

Stuart,    Mr.,  remarks   of.   on    the  bill  fixing  the 
Peace  Establishment       .... 

Subsisting  the  Army,  opinions  of  officers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  best  mode  of  .         .         . 

Suffrage,  right  of.     (See  Miatissippi  Territory.) 

Sunday   .Mail.-,   .Mr.   Jackjon,  of  Virginia,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  West  Liberty,  praying  the  abolishment 
of,  referred  to  the  Po«t  OiTice  Committee 
Mr.  Sherwood   presented    simdar    petitions 

from  New  York,  referred  to  same    - 
Mr.  Bigelow,  the  same,  from  the  Wcbtiuin. 

ister  Association,  referred  to  same 
Mr.  Farrow,  the  same,  from  Suulh  Carolina, 

referred  to  name      ....     518,1063 
the  Post  Office  Committee  discharged,  and 
the    petition   referred   to   the    Postmaster 
General 586 


P«g«. 
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1624 
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1S54 
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998 

1014 

1254 
1S56 
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1648 

1050 
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1186 
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346 
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Sonday  Mails — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Farrow  also  presented  a  resolution  to 
instruct  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  prohibiting  ....  1065 
sundry  other  petitions  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter, referred  ....  1074,  1075 
re|x>rt  of  the  Postmaster  General,  that  it  is 

inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer       -         -  1076 
read,  and  committed  ....  1084 

reported,  and  considered     ....  1146 
and  concurred  in        -         -         •         -         -   1147 
Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  salary  for  the, 
was  struck  out  ot  the  Appropriation  bill  -   1115 
Supplies  to  Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
l>ort,  at  next  session,  a  statement  of  the 
amounts  of,  under  the  superintendency  of 

Wm.  H.  Harrison 1255 

Suiipension  of  Direct  Tax  Collection,  on  motion 
ot  Mr.  Wilson,of  Massachusetts,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a,  in  cer- 
tain districts  of  said  State  -  -  -  516 
Suspenrion  of  a  Rule,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  a 

resolution  for  a        -         -  -         -   1030 


Page. 


T. 

Taggart,   Samuel,  of   MassachusetU,   appeared, 
and  took  bis  seat    -         -         -         -         - 

Tallmadge,  Benjamin,  of  Connecticut,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat     -         -         -         -         - 

Tariff  of  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to 
report,  at  the  next  session,  a  general,  &c. 
Tatbam,  William,  Mr.  Nelson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of.  referred  to  War  Department 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
pureha»e   the  topographical   materials   ofi 
twice  read       ...--. 
Tayloe,  Lieutenant  Colonel   John,  statement  of, 

to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry    - 
Taylor,  John  W,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ------ 

remarks  of,  on   the   petition   for   a   general 

Bankrupt  law 

on  the  amended  Bank  bill  .         -         -         - 

Taylor,  Captain  Richard,  sen.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Johnson,  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  Ac, 

were  instructed  to  inquire  into   the  expe. 

diency  of  allowing  the  claims  of 

Telfair,  Thomas,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill 
TenniHon,  Samuel.     (See  Guy,  Matthew.) 
Thanks,  a  vote  ot,  to  the  Speaker,  unanimously 
passed    .----•- 
Thanksgiving,  Mr.  Culpeper  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  the   President    to   recom- 
mend a  day  of  public       .... 
read  twice,  amended,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee       -.--.- 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  paared 
a  committee  apj^inted  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent With  the  resolution 
the  President's  proclamauen  reeommcnding 
a  day  of  pablM 
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303 
1044 

1269 

1169 

1175 

1191 
1194 

1257 

1830 


-   1171 


.  1193 


-   1677 


433 
1144 
1268 


1258 
1274 


1195 
1209 
1255 


Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Wright  presented   the 

petition  of,  for  increase  of  compensation, 

referred  .... 

committee  discharged,  and  petition   referred 

to  the  Secretary  of  State 

Tingey,  Commodore  Thomas,  a  letter  from,  on 

the  subject  of  the  Naval  Establishment    .  1068 
the  statement  of,  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
quiry     ..... 
Titles  tn  Lands,  Mr.  Robertson  presented  the  pe 
tition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Louisiana 
in  relation  to,  referred     .... 
Todd,  Charles,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

Tools  destroyed  at  the  Navy  Yard,  a   bill   from 

the  Senate   for  relief  of  sundry  persons 

who  have  suffered  by  having  their,  twice 

read 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Trading-Houses  with  the  Indians,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  continue  in  force  the  act  estab- 
lishing   

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Transportation  of  Baggage,  on   motion   of  Mr. 
Humphreys,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instrurted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  payment  to  officers  under 
the  command  of  General  Jackson  for  cer- 
tain       ....... 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the, 
referred  ...... 

report  on  the  state  of  the,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means 

five  thousand  copies  of  report  ordered  to  be 
printed  ....... 

Treasury  Notes,  Mr.  Hall  submitted  sundry  res- 
olutions concerning         .... 

the  second  resolution  rejected,  the  third  laid 
on  the  table    -..--- 

.Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
notes  of  any  bank  refusing  to  receive, 
should  lot  be  taken  in  payment  of  dues 
to  the  United  States         .         .         -         - 

Mr.  Law  submitted  a  resolution  concerning   1045 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of,  twice  read  1111 

considered,  and  recommitted       ...  1134 

reported  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred   ------ 

agreement  reported,  and  accepted 

Treaty  of  Peace,  a  mesiage  transmitting   infor 

mation  of  a,  will  Great  Britain 
sundry  letters  andJocumenu  accompanying 

the  message   ...--- 
copy  of  the  projct  of  the,  referred  to    - 
copy   of  the,  a«  finally   agreed    upon    and 

signed 

Troup,  George  M.,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and 

took  his  scat 

remarks  of,  on  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of 

Government  ------ 

on  the  resolutions  in  honor  of  Brown,  Scott, 

(tc.    -   -    -    -    - 
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on  the  Volunteers  bill 
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Bnue  Procmding9  and  Debatet. 


te  M.  Troiip — continued.  Pige. 

Ipeech  of.   ^n  the  Senate  bJI  for  calling   for 


f   Jackson 


miiitta 
emarksof.jon  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
I   s%me 
Mn  the 
ipeecl 


r 


i     (  Mn  the  resc^ution  for  classifying  the  militia 
<        gpeech  of,  <  n  the  vote  of  thanks  t( 


to  General 


705 

973 
1129 

1155 


vn  the  bill  jiung  Peace  Esublishment  1196,  1203 


t 


•  U. 

JJr  'Infirmed  cfjjims  to  land  m  Missouri  Terri- 
l  lory,  on  potion  of  Mr.  Cifaiiton,  the  Com- 
i   mittee  o«i  Public  Lands  were  mrtruct«d 

yC  concernitig  ...... 
i»rm  Militiaiabilltoamend  the  act  more  effec- 
.  tually  to  provide  for  a,  read  twice  - 
J  indefinitely  postponed  .... 
tl^Dfjfi  Bank  of  .Alexandria,  a  bill  to  iacorpoTat« 
t  the,  read;  twice  .  -  .  .  . 
iJt^  i^\  Bank  of  Georgetown,  Mr.  Lewis  presented 
the  petit«)n  of  the ;  referred  to  the  Com. 
mittee  oij  the  District  of  Columbia  - 


jTillNess,  GenyaJ  John  P.,  statement  of,  to  the 
f|    Committee  of  Inquiry 


n 


ejb,*l8  therein  ilescribed,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
I     !    authonziipg  the   President  to  cause  to  be 

•  ;  J   built  or  jjurchased  the,  read  twice,  and  re. 

I  ^   ferred 

J  •>eported  wtchout  amendment 

I  ^mended,  rfad  a  third  time,  and  pasted  as 

5     '   amended;        ...... 

; 
i 


e  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendment,  and 
a  conferejice  held  -         -  -         .         . 

port  of  managers  agreed  to      -         -         . 
iTicj  ^President  ijf  the  United  Sutes,  tht  death 
:  I  ^  I  of  the,  arvnounced  by  the  SecreUry  of  the 
Senate,  aiid  resolutions  thereupon  • 

giving  further  lime  for  location 

confirmed  claims  to  land  in  the 

^  J  i  district  0^  read  twice       .... 

<  «  f^id  a  thir(4lime,  and  passed 

}  *jL'turned  fnjaj  the  Senate  with  amendment 

■  ^nd  concurj%'d  in         -         -         .         .         . 

and  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the 

iV>pecting  -         -         .         .         . 

d  committed  ... 

<#ported  without  amendment 

x^ai 


•  1 1  Senate,  aii 

Vjcc^nneB,  a  bili 
.  I  >  •■  of  ceriaui  i 
!  ^  j  J  district  0^ 
i  f  «  f^id  a  thirdjt 
i  *  J  jft' turned  fnic 

■  ^nd  concurj%'d  i 
yir^^ia  Militar|  U 
i  iif  Senate  rtfspe 
*  ';  %  ^ad  twice,Isnd 


!  xff ad  a  third  lime,  and  passed 
riii'ai*  Resolujion  Warrants,  bill  from  the  8en- 
J  J  ate  givinb  lurthcr  Ume  to  complete  sur- 

\  ead  twice,  iind  referred  .... 
i  ommittee  (.ificharged  .  .  .  . 
{<  rdered  to  a|  third  reading 


f   t-ad  a  third;  time,  and  pass*! 
\'oli  (leers,  a  b^l  to   authorize   th 

V  


i 


e  Preaident  to 
accept  thf  services  of,  read  twice     - 
irdered  to  ^  third  reading  -        .         .         . 
ead  a  ihirif  Ume,  and  passed 
,'  i  pturned  fri^n  the  Senate  with  amendments 
^  ■  V    tad,  and  rrtferred        •  -  .         .  . 

I  !  f   greed  to  w^th  an  amendment    - 
s  ji  be  Senate  ijgreed  and  disagreed 
Ji^eferred  to  ijie  Military  Cummittec     . 
1 1   ,  report  to  ^sist  agreed  to  •         .         - 

i  J   be  Senate  ^Iso  insut,  and  aiik  a  conference 
*  f   eport  of  managers  respecUng,  agreed  to     - 
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416 


1689 
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556 
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934 
938 
976 
989 

416 
438 
462 
497 


974 
1084 
1148 
IIM 
1163 

482 
522 
755 
1042 
1047 
1066 
1071 
1072 
1074 
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10H6 


Wagons  and  Horses  lost.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken 

lucky  submitted  a  resolution  respecting  - 

Ward,  'I'homas,  of  N.  Jersey,  appeared,  and  tiok 

his  seat  ...... 

Ward,  Mr.,  of  Masaachusetls,  speech  of,  on  the 

Militia  bill 

Washington,  W.  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice      --..-.. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Washington  Bridge  Company,  Mr.  Kent  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the ;  referred  to  the  War 
Department   ---... 
Wasp  and  Reindeer,  Captain  Blakeiey's  account 
of  the  action  between  the         ... 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  sUnding 

Committee  of 

a  report  from  said  committee,  with  a  letter 

from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  - 
debate  on  the  report  of  committee     419,  454,  491 
(See  Bank  of  the  United  States.) 
Webster,  Daniel,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 

speech  of,  on  the  increase  of  direct  taxes     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill 
on  reducing  the  proposed  capital  of  the  Bank 
on  printing  the   report  of  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry  ...... 

speech  of,  on  the   Bank  bill         ... 
remarks    of,    on    the    classification    of   the 
militia 

Wells,  Benjamin,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of,  read  twice,  and  referred       ... 

reported  with  aa  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend.  . 
ment      ....... 

read,  and  concurred  in  •  -  .  . 
Wester*  and  Northwestern  Frontier,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Ciaston,  the  Military  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  concerning  tke 
defence  of  -  -  -  .  .  . 
West  Paint,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  fur. 
ther  provision  for  compleling  the  public 
buildings  at    - 

read  twice  --.... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  «  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

an  act   making   further  provision  lor  com- 
pleting the  public  buildings  at 
Wbeaton,  Laban,   of  MassachusetU,  appeared, 

and  look  his  seat 

Whitehill.  James.of  PennsylTanii,  resignation  of, 

and  vacancy  filled 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia  Privates  slain  in 
the  service,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Montgom- 
ery, (amended  by  Mr.  Desha,  to  include 
those  who  may  die  or  have  died  in  the  ser- 
vice,) the  Committee  of  Claims  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  provision  for  the     ... 

a  bill  to  that  etFeci  read  twice     ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Widows  and  Children  of  non-commissioned  Offi. 
cers  and  Privates  in  the   Regular  Army, 
Mr.  Kilbourn,  of  Ohio,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  provision  for 
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Widows  and  Children — continued. 

resolution    agreed    to,    and    committee 

strurted  -  -  .  .  . 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  reported    - 
Wilcox,  Jedutlian.  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared, 

and  took  bis  seat 

Williams,  Isaac,  jr.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

look  bin  seat  ---... 

Wilson,  John,  of  Maisachuselts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  --.... 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  suspend  the 
collection  of  direct  lax  in  certain  districts 
on  his  motion  to  amend  the  bill  taxing  man- 
ufactures       ----.. 

Wilson,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarks  of,  on  the 
proposed  National  Bank  ... 

Winder,    I3rigadier   General  W.  H.,   leave   was 
granted  to,  to  withdraw  the  original  docu- 
menU  furnished  by  him  to  the  Committee 
of  Inquiry       ...... 

the  narrative  of,  to  the  said  committee 
Winter,  Elisha  J.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seal 

Wise,  George  8.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  - 

reported,  and  ordered  to  lie  on^lhe  table 
Wood,   AbicI,  of  .Massachusetts,   appeared,  and 
took  his  scat ...... 

Woodward,  John.     (See  (Juy  Matthew.) 
Wright.  Robert,  of  .Maryland,  appeared,  and  took 
his  scat  ...... 

remarks   of,   on    Mr.  Jackson's   motion   to 

•mend  the  Constitution  ... 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  remove  the  Seat  of 

Government  ----.- 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Mean*  -      441,454,456 

on  the  proposed  National  Bank  -         -     496 

on  Mr.  Wilson's  resolution  ...     516 

speech  of,  on  tlie  bill  concerning  small  armed 

vessels 545 

remarks  of,  on   the   proposed   Bank  of  the 

United  Sutea 

on  striking  out  the  third  section  thereof 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  Bank  bill 
on  the  classification  of  the  militia 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  con- 
cerning lands  to  the  Army  ... 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  forming  ihe  Peace  Es- 
tablishment   .-.-.. 
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Yancey,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  remarks  of,  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

.Means 441,452 

on  Mr.  Ingessoll's  resolution  concerning  cer- 
tain collectirs  ..... 
on  printing  Mr.  Jackson's  report 
on  the  amended  Bank  bill  ... 
Yazoo  Claims,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  commissioners  appointed 
under   the  act  for    indemnifying   certain 

persons,  Ac. 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
act  providing  for,  <Sic.,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred      1039 

refK)rted  with  amendments          ...   1042 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -   1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -   1083 
the  Senate  agree  with  an  amendment,  which 
IS  concurred  in 1086 
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Page. 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  considering  Mr.  Fisk's  reso- 
lution for  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
>n«nt      - 312 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  .  322 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  -  -  .  323 
on  considering    the    resolution   to  grant  a 

bounty  to  British  deserters      -         -         .     327 
on  adopUng  the  same  ....     333 

on  that  portion  of  Mr.  Jackson's  resolution 

relating  to  a  National  Bank    -         .         .     337 
on  Mr.  Pisk's  motion  to  reverse  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  his  resolution  con- 
cerning removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment     --.....     341 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  motion   -     344 
on  the  motion  to  agree  to  Mr.  Fisk's  motion     391 
on  rejecting  the  bill  for  removal  of  the  Seat 

ofGoveriment 395 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -         -     396 

on  amending  the  resolution  for  the  purchase 

of  Jefferson's  library        -         -         -      398,411 
on  amending  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means  4£,8,  479,  480,  481,  498 

on  increasing  the  direct  tax  one  hundred  per 

cent. 458,498 

on  continuing  the  direct  tax       -         -         -     478 
on  imposing  an  additional  duty  on  postage     491 
on  exempting  tallow  candles  from  taxation     492 
on  exempting  spermaceti  candles  from  tax- 
ation      493 

on  exempting  furniture  from  taxation          -     494 
on  adopUng  the  resolutions  taxing  manufac- 
tures, &C. 494 

on  adopting   the  resolution   reported  by  the 

Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means      -         -     498 
on  amending  the  Loan  bill  .         .511,  512 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  Claims 
in  the  case  of  Thomas  Culls  .         .         - 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  volunteers 
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533, 

540 


on  Mr.  Hall's  second  resolution  concerning 

Treasury  notes 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  Claims 

in  the  case  of  Renner  and  Heath     . 
on  amending  the  second  section  of  the  Bank 

bill 

on  agreeing  to  that  section  as  amended 
on   concurring   with  the   Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  amendment  touching  Gov- 
ernment directors 

on  other  amendments  to  the  Bank  bill     633,  634 
on  reducing  the  duly  on  distilled  spirits      -     649 
on  adding  a  new  section  to  the  bill  concern, 
ing  distilled  spinls  .         -         .         - 

on  further  amendng  the  same     ... 
on  a  motion  to  reiXicc  the  capital  of  the  bank 
on  the  previous  question     -         -         -         - 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bank  bill 
on  recoinmitlin^  the  bill  concerning  spirits 
distilled,  4c.  ..... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sales  at  auction,  &c.  ... 

OD  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 

on  carriages,  <&c.     .         .         -         - 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  for  filling  the 

ranks  of  the  Army  -         .      749,  763,  754 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         .         -     755 
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939 
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957 
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Y|N  <  and  Nay^. — oontinueJ.  Pape. 

;  on  the  firuji  passage  of  the  same  -  .  755 
:  ♦  ^»  on  indefinHe  postponcment'of  the  Militia  bill  868 
J 1^  on  concurring  in  an  amendment  to  the  same  869 
ii^on  agreeiiig  to  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
l\:  'he  hill Voncerning  spirits,  &c.  -  .  871 
I  »on  amendtiig  the  Militia  bill  882.  897.898,  900 
J  iJ^on  the  pre.^ious  question  touching  the  same  901 
7  |0n  the  finjil  passage  of  the  same  -  -  928 
,.    onamendiag  the  bill  taxing  manufactures    935, 

}:#  ,.        ,  936,937 

«  __    on  amcnd*ijr  jfae  bill  taxing  househoU  fur- 

>  »•,       niture,  Ac 

,  >,  on  the  fin<I  passage  of  the  bill  Uiing  man- 
■5  i  ufacture*;  ---... 
,.  f  on  the  dnti  passage  of  the  bill  ttiing  house- 
'  ■  '        hold  furAiture,  ^c.  .... 

in   amcndt^g   the  bill   laying  a  direct  tax 

.     ^  959,962 

n  tbe  tinaj  passage  of  the  same  -         .     971 

^t)n  indefinite  postponement  of  the  disagree- 

t|    ing  vote,  on  the  Militia  bill,  ic.     .         .     974 

^n  receding  from  amendments  to  the  same     975 

n  amendilig  the  Bank  bill         .         -         -     99i 

the   managers  on  the 

-     W.'! 
.      ,  question  on  the  Back  bill     994 

n  the  thirj  reading  of  the  same  .     995 

n  recommitting  the  same  .         -    997,  1023 

in  concurrijg  with   the  committee  on   the* 
same       .\        .         .         .         .         .      993   999 
.     n  Mr.  !•  arrow  s  motion  to  amend  the  same    1009 
^    n  laving  tfje  same  on  the  table  1010,  1024 

•  <  n  the  pre\pjus  question  on  the  samt         -   1011 
^(  n  the  pasRjge  of  said  bill  .         .         .   1025 

\    V  n  reconsid,  ring  the  last  vote     -         •         .   1030 
•     •  >n  amendii^  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse 

iwith  the  #nemy       .  IU34,  1035,  1036,  1037 

1  concurri;g  with  the  committee's  imend- 
menu  to  The  Bank  bill    .... 
-  I  ^.\  the  fin  a!  passage  of  the  same 

ji  the  final  passage  of  the  bill   to  arohibit 
:     if  interpouri*-  with  the  enemj     -       '- 
3  J^  agreeirig'to  the   report  of  the  minacers 
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Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  p 

on  final  passage  of  the  resolution  to  purchase 

Jefft-rson's  library    ..... 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  nropertv 

lost,  Ac . 

on   concurring   with  (he  Committee  of  the 

Whole  in   an  amendment  to  the  Appro^ 

priation  bill 

on  Mr.  Kilbourn's  resolution  respecting  pay 
meut  for  horses,  dec        -         .         .         . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Amy  Dardin        -         -  .         . 

on  amending  the  bill  f»r  repairing  the  pub 
lie  buildings 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 

on  recommitting  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  postponing  the  report  on   Sunday  mails 

on  conrurnng  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee thereon     -...._ 

on  amending  the  Senate  bill  concerning  the 
Cumberland  road  -         .         .         .         .    1149 

on  committing  the  Senate's  Bank  bill    1149.  1162 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  collec-' 
tion  of  the  direct  tax        .         .  -1162,1163 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Senate's' 
Bank  lull 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning the  widow  oi  Klbridge  (ierry 

on  indefinite   postponement  of  Mt.    Fisk's 

resolution  concerning  the  pay  of  members   1 190 

on  the  third  r.,-ading  of  the  bill  concerning 
lax  collectors  .         .         .         .         .    ngj 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  IVace  E»- 

Ublishment 1261,1251 

on  reconsidering  an  amendment  to  the  same   1263 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the 
MiliUry  EsUblishment  .         .         .   1256,1266 

on  postponing  the  bill  for  payment  of  Militia 

•f""^«  -       , ISM 

onUyingonthe   table   the  bill  concerning 

imporU  and  tonnage  ....  1270 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  .  .  1271 
on  accepting  modifications,  Ac.  on  the  Peace 

E<»tabjishisent         ....  127'^   1273 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning Algrrine  cruisers 
on  amending  the  same        .... 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
Young,  Brigadier  General  Robert,  statement  of, 
to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  - 
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J -,  repealing;- certain  acU  therein  mentioned   1938 
|Dal  Appr(|j)riatiyns  for  the  service  of  the 
I  -year  1814,^an  act  making        .        .         .   1^43 
Unal   Apprcjpriations  for  the  serr.ce  of  the 
yyear  IHlS.jan  act  making        -         .         .   ,950 
A<g«l'J»e  Cruiser*,  an  act  concerning         .         -1943 
Atfie^.an  Antiqi^rian  Society,  a  resolution  for 
;  lurnishing  %  ropy  of  the  Journals  of  Con- 
kkress.Ac.jtothe    .....   ,995 
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Army  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  fyr- 

ther  provision  for  fiUing  the  ranks  of  the   1837 
B. 
Brown,  Major  General  Jacob,  and  others,  a  res- 
olution eipreisive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
jrebs  of  the  gallanlrj,  Ac^  of  -         -   1964 

C. 
Canton  District,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  an  act  at- 

Uehiog  a  certain  Uact  oi  land  to  the        -    I  906 
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Public  Acts  and  Resolutions. 


Carmick,  Major  D.,  a  resolution  expressive  of 
the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry, 
Ac,  of  . 

Carriages  and  the  harness  thereof,  an  act  laying 
duties  on 

Claims  to  Lands,  an  act  giving  further  time  to 
locate  certain  ..... 

an  act  to  amend    and   extend  the  act  con- 
firming certain,  in  Illinois  Territory 

Collectors  of  Direct  Tax  and  internal  Duties,  an 
act  to  fix  the  compensation  of,  Ac  - 

Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ap- 
point a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 

Courts  of  Justice  of  Indiana  Territory,  an  act  for 
the  regulation  of  the       .... 

Creek  Indians,  an  act  concerning  the  boundary 
lines  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  the     - 

Cumberland  Koad,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  regulate  the 

D. 

Destitute  and  distressed  American  Seamen,  an 
act  concerning        ..... 

Direct  Tax  upon  the  United  States,  an  act  lay- 
ing *      

an  act  to  amend  the  above  ... 

Diacriminating  Duty,  an  act  repealing  certain 
acts  imposing  a       -  -  -  -  - 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the         ...... 

E. 

Earthquakes,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  suf- 
ferers bv         -         -         -         -         - 
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1839 
1857 
1926 
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1836 
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1941 
1912 

1836 

1859 
1944 

1934 

1925 


•  1918 


F. 


Flotilla  Service,  an  act  to  repeal  certain   acts 

concerning  the       .....   1925 

G. 

Gold  and  Silver  Watches.  (See  Hintsekold  Fur- 
niture, 4-c.) 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Plated  Ware,  Ac,  an  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on 1925 

Goods,  Wares,  and   Merchandise,  an   art  laying 

duties  on  various    .....    1879 

(lovernment,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of 1912 

H. 

Household     Furniture    and    Gold     and     Silver 

Watches,  an  act  laying  duties  on    •         •   18S8 

Humiliation.  Fasting,  and  Prayer,  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  recommend  a  day  of  -         -    1965 

I. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  an  act  further  to  provide 

for  the  collection  of  duties  on  -         -   1945 

Indemnification  of  lertain  Claimants  of  Missis- 
sippi  Lands,  an  act  suppiemeiitary  to  the 
act  providing  for  tlie        ....   189.*) 
an  act  further  supplementary,  Ac.  -    19.^0 

Intercourse  with  the  enemy,  an  act  to  prohibit  -    1899 

Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  concerning        -         -    1935 

J. 

Jackson,  Major  General    Andrew,    a  resolution 

expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  -   1966 

Jeflerson's  Library,  a  resolution  authorizing  the 

purchase  of    -  -  -   1M3 


Jurisdiction  in  the  casei*  therein  mentioned,  an 
act  to  vest  more  effectually  in  the  Suie 
CourU  and  in  the  United  Sutes  District 
Courts  ---... 


Ptge. 


L 


Lake 


e  Champlain,  an  act  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase of  vessels  captured  on   - 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  an  act  to  authorize 
the  publication  of  the,  within  the  Terri- 
tories    ....... 

Library  Room,  an  act  to  provide  for  a 

Licenses  to  Retailers,  Ac,  an  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties 
on  --..... 

Loan,  an  act  to  authorize  a,  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding taree  millions  -  .  .  . 
an  act  supplemcnury  to  the  acU  authoriz- 
ing a,  for  the  several  sums  of  twenty-five 
and  of  three  millions  .  .  .  . 
an  act  to  tulhorizc  a,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  eighteen  millions 

Louisiana  and  New  Orleans,  a  resolution  ex- 
pressive of  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
Congress  of  the  patriotism,  Ac,  of  the 
people  of        -         -         -         -         - 

M. 

Macdonough,  Ciptain  Thomas,  Ac,  a  resolu- 
tion presenting  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 

Military  Establishment,  an  act  making  appro- 
priations for  support  oi  - 

Military  Peace  Establishment,  an  act  filing  the 

.\. 

Naval  Establishment,  an  act  concerning  the 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  support 
of  the 

Navy  (.'ommissioners,  an  act  authorizing  the 
Board  of,  to  appoint  clerks      ... 

Navy  Department,  an  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  for  establishing  a,  by  add- 
ing thereto  a  Board  of  Commissioners     - 

New  York,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  courts  within 
the  State  of   - 

Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers,  Ac,  an  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  laying  duties  on 

O. 

Ordnance  Department,  an  act  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the 


Patterson,  Commodore  Daniel  T.,  a  resolution 
expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained 
by  Congress  of  the  gallantry.  Ac,  of 

Peacock  over  the  Epe'vier.  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sen'e  of  Congress  relative  to 
the  victory  of  tke    - 

Post  Office  Establishraent,  an  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  rcgulaung  the     .... 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  an  act  giving  further 
time  to,  Ac.  ------ 

R. 
Reindeer,  the  British  floop.  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to 
the  capture  of  the,  by  the  American  sloop 
Wasp 
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8  at  Aucu?>n,  and  Licenses  to  retail  Wines, 

-  1852 


1858 


<5cc.,  an  act  laying  duties  on 
S^^jools  in    Mississippi,  an    act    to    provide   for 

l       leasing'certain  lands  for  use  oi 
?il  Fcncibies;an  act  to  repeal  the  act  to  author- 

-  J       ize  the  raising  a  corps  of  -         -         -   1928 
s>f  jretary  of  t^e  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Hoase 

*       of  Repjresentatives,  an  act  requiring  the, 
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Tract  of  Land,  an  act  to  authorize  the  purcbkse 
j  of  a,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States       -   1909 

Treasury  Notes,  an  act  to  authorize  the  issuing 

1921 


of,  Ac. 


u. 


i 

Sijlionery  anrl   Printing,  a  resolution  directing 
4       the  mule  of  providing 


United  States  Judges  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois, 
an  act  regulating  and  defining  the  duties 
of  the 


C 


•  1951 


an  act  to  repeal  the  above,  &.c. 


1896 
1928 

1967 


W. 


West  Point,  an   act   for  completing   the  public 
buildings  at 


1933 


Ml 


•  ^i 


■;-rf^^  -"-  ^^  -'-^i'-i 


f 


ANNALS 


01- 


THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


■ 


i 


■ 


1! 

,1 


\ 


FOURTEENTH    C  ON  G  R  E  S  S.— F  1  R  S  T    SESSION, 


% 


#' 


} 


.■<  ■ 


( 


*  .*■ 


THE 


DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDING 


IS   TBI 


CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES; 


ii 


■^  i 

4 
I 

>. 

4, 

4 

I 

i 

■ » 


AN    APPENDIX, 


0O9TAIMIX* 


IMPORTANT  STATE  PAPERS  AND  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS, 


AHB  Alh 


THE  LAWS  OF  A  PUBLIC  NATURE; 


WITH  A  COPIOUS  INDKX. 


i4 


i 


\i 


^  i 


POURTEENTH    CONG  RE88— FI  R8T  8E88I0!f: 

COMPRISING  THE  PERIOD  FROM  DECEMBER  4,  1816,  TO  APRIL  30,  ISlfl^ 

INCLUSIVE. 


^:.' 


f 


COMPILED  FROM  AUTHENTIC  MATERIAL* 


^> 


WASHINGTON: 

PRIffTED  AFD  PUBLISHED  BT  OALXS  AND  SSATOK- 

18  54.* 


o     V      <W.'  i 


.  ,.-^ 


^l 


k 


it 


?       V 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OF 


THE   SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED  STATES, 


AT   THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 
OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER   4,  1815. 


Monday.  December  4.  1SI5. 
The  first  session  of  the  Fourteenth  Congress, 
conformably  to  the  Constitution   of  the  United 
States,  commenced  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
iogton;  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

FREaENT: 

Joseph  B.  ViRNUM.  from  the  Slate  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

William  Hunter  and  Jeremiah  B.  Howell, 
from  Rhode  Uland. 

Dudley  Chace  and    Isaac  Tichenob,   from 
Vermont. 

David  Daggett,  from  Connecticut. 

Nathan  Sanford.  from  New  York. 

James  J.  Wilson,  from  New  Jersey. 

Abner  Lacock  and  Jonathan  Roberts,  from 
Pennsylranta. 

Outerbridoe  Horsey,  from  Delaware. 

James  Barbour,  from  Virginia. 

John  Gaillahd.  from  South  Carolina. 

Charles  Tait,  from  Georgia. 

George  W.  Campbell  and  John  Williams, 
from  Tennessee. 

Benjamin  Rcggles.  from  Ohio. 

James  Brown  aod  Eleqius  FKQMENTiN,from 
Louisiana. 

John   Gaillard,   President  pro  tempore,  re- 
»aaied  the  Chair. 

Isaac  Tichenor.  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  for  the  term 
of  SIX  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
March  lact ;  Nathan  Sanfohd.  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  tixe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March  last;  James  J.  Wilson, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Slate  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  terra  of  six  years, 
commencing  oa  the  4th  day  of  March  last; 
James  Barbour  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  term  of 
six  years,  commenting  on  the  4th  day  uf  March 
last;  George  W.  Cimi-bell,  appointed  a  Sena- 
tor by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, (or  the  terra  of  six  years,  coramencing  on 
the  4th  Jay  of  March  last;  John  Williams,  ap- 


pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  ia  place 
of  George  W.  Campbell,  resigned;  Benjamin 
Ruogles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March  last;  re- 
spectively produced  their  credentials,  which  were 
read  ,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  admin- 
istered to  them,  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messrs. 
HuNTEE,  Roberts,  and  Horsey  ;  their  creden- 
tials having  been  read  and  filed  during  the  last 
session. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
HoQse  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

Messrs.  Varnum  and  Hunter  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  toa;ether 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  their  part,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify 
him,  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assem- 
bled and  ready  to  receive  any  communications 
that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them  ;  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  notify  the  House  of 
Representatives  accordingly. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
committee  in  behalf  of  the  gentlemen  concerned 
in  erecting  the  new  building  on  the  Capitol  Hill 
for  the  accommodation  of  Congress,  offering  the 
same  to  Congress  until  the  Capitol  may  be  ready 
for  their  reception  ;  which  was  read. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  oa 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the 
s.ate  of  the  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill  offered 
to  Congress  by  letter  addressed  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate  of  this  day,  by  a  committee  on 
their  part,  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  erecting 
the  same;  and  that  the  said  joint  committee  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  ascertain  UDon  what 
terms  and  conditions  the  use  of  the  said  building 
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for  \\\i>  accommodaiion  of  Congress  may  be  ob- 
tajntii?.  uniil  the  Capiiol  may  be  ready  for  ilieir 
re^efivon. 

^^(tlved.  That  Messrs.  Hohbey,  Lacock.  and 
FttoiiNTiN,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 

Oq  ^Tiotion.  by  Mr.  Varncm, 
'Ht^lved,  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  dur- 
ing SiJ;  present  session,  with  three  such  newspa- 
persierinted  in  any  of  the  States,  as  he  may 
choiif;  provided  the  same  be  furnished  at  the 
UfUii^l/aie  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers  ; 
and  ;j<rovided.  ^Iso,  that  if  any  Senator  shall 
chocirv  to  take  any  newspapers  other  than  daily 
pap^»;  he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many  ?uch 
pap*!,  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three 
dail^  papers. 

Oil  jnotion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  a  committee  was 
appijjjted  apreeably  to  the  forty-second  rule  for 
conilufctmjj  business  in  the  Senate;  and  Messrs. 
LACfjf  K,  HovTBLL,  and  Daggett,  were  appointed 
ibe  fefjmraitiee. 

Ofi^^raoiion,  by  Mr.  Frombntin,  a  committee 
waS' appointed  agreeably  to  the  twenty-second 
rule^fttr  conduclin:^  business  in  the  Senate;  and 
Mesi!*.  Fromentin,  Sanford,  and  Tichenor, 
weri  Ippoinied  the  committee. 

iVfri  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tionj  fcr  consideration,  which  was  read,  and  or- 
Jeral^to  the  second  reading: 

EM^lved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be 
appttrfted,  who,  with  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Rep^^enlatiTcs,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  shall 
have"  yie  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
purcti^se  of  books  and  map^,  for  the  u^e  of  the  two 
Uouj^  of  Congress. 

O,i*moiion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  it  was  read  a  sec- 
ond^tjme  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered 
as  i&  Committee  of^  the  Whole,  and  no  amend- 
metfi  having  been  proposed,  the  President  re- 
por!j!<  it  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the 
que.|(  on,  "Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed  and 
r«i(|  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
maiV  e.  It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
n\oi|5* consent,  and  passed;  and  Messrs.  Fromen- 
Ttw.;  »HuNTER,  and  Goldsborol'oii.  were  ap- 
p^itit^d  the  committee. 

\l\r^  HowEi.L  submitted  a  motion  for  the  ap- 

lent  of  two  Chaplains,  of  different  denomi- 

)s.  to  Congress,  during  the  present  session. 

each  House,  wlio  shall  interchange  Wiik- 

fhich  was  read,  and  passed   to  the  second 

Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  |(vnsideri»li()n.  which  was  read  : 

'Kf^lced,  That  Mountjoy  liayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
8^r(L^nt-at-Arm8  to  the  tSenate,  be,  and  he  hereby  ij, 
a>jtiL'<iied  to  employ  one  assititant  and  two  horses,  for 
Ulf)  5i|;-po8e  of  performin;^  such  services  as  are  usually 
rwq»£)$^  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate ;  which  ex- 
P^Q^^bali  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

red,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 
t  

Tdesdav,  December  5. 
Illiam  W.  Bibb,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
toot  \ii$  seat  in  the  Senate. 


p-^ini 
r-aijil 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  RepreseniElives  is  as.-eml/itd,  and  have  elected 
Henry  Clay,  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the 
Siaie  of  Kentucky,  their  Speaker,  and  Thcmas 
Dougherty,  their  Clerk,  and  are  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business.  They  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  to  join  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Si'n.ile,  to  wait  on  the 
Fre>ident  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  receive  any  communications  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them.  They  concur 
in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  on  the  arrangements 
for  the  library,  and  have  appointed  a  committee 
on  their  part.  They  also  concur  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee,  to  inquire  and  report  of  the  .state  of 
the  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill,  offered  for  the 
accommodation  of  Congress,  and  have  appointed 
a  committee  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Varndm  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee,  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day  at  12  o'clock. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  State.s  : 
Fellow-citizmt  of  the  Senate 

and  Hou.ie  of  Repreientatires  . 

I  have  the  satisfaction,  on  our  present  meeting,  of 
being  able  to  communicate  to  you  the  successful  termi- 
nation of  the  war  which  had  been  commenced  against 
the  United  States  by  the  Regency  of  Algiers.  The 
squadron  in  advance  on  that  service,  under  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  lost  not  a  moment  after  its  arrival  in  the 
.Mediterranean,  in  seeking  the  naval  force  of  the  enemj 
then  cruising  in  that  sea,  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
two  of  his  shipfi,  one  of  them  the  principal  ship,  com- 
manded by  the  Algerine  Admiral.  The  high  character 
of  the  .\merican  commander  was  brilliantly  sustained 
on  the  occasion,  which  brought  his  own  ship  into  close 
action  with  that  of  his  adversary,  as  was  the  accus- 
tomed gallantry  of  all  the  officers  and  men  actually 
engaged.  Having  prepared  the  way  by  this  demon- 
stration of  American  skill  and  prowess,  he  hastened  to 
the  port  of  Algiers,  whero  peace  was  promptly  yielded 
to  his  victorious  force.  In  the  terms  stipulated,  the 
rights  and  honor  of  the  United  States  were  particularly 
consulted,  by  a  perpetual  relinquishment,  on  the  part 
of  the  Dey,  of  all  pretensions  to  tribute  from  them. 
The  impreasions  which  have  thus  been  mt^e,  strength- 
ened as  they  will  have  been,  by  subsequent  transac- 
tions with  the  Regencies  of  Tunis  and  ol  Tripoli,  by 
the  appearance  of  the  larger  force  which  followed  un- 
der Commodore  Dainbridge,  the  chief  m  command  of 
the  expedition,  and  by  the  judicious  precautionary  ar- 
rangements left  by  him  in  that  quarter,  afford  a  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  future  securuyi  for  the  valuable 
portion  of  our  commerce  which  parses  within  reach 
of  the  Barbary  cruisers. 

It  is  another  source  of  satisfaction  that  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  with  Crcat  Britain  has  been  succeeded  by  a 
Coiivent'on  on  the  subject  of  commerce,  concluded  by 
the  Pienipotentiariet  of  the  two  countries.     In  tlua 
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result  a  disposition  is  manifested  on  the  part  of  that 
nation,  corresponding  with  the  disposition  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  be  improved 
into  liberal  arrangemenU  on  other  subjecU,  on  which 
the  parties  have  mutual  intereoU,  or  which  might  en- 
danger their  future  harmony.  Congress  will  decide 
on  the  expediency  of  promoting  such  a  sequel,  by  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  measure  of  confining  the  American 
navigation  to  American  seamen;  a  measure  which,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  might  have  that  conciliatory  ten- 
dency, would  have  the  further  advantage  of  increasing 
the  independence  of  our  navigation,  and  the  resources 
for  our  maritime  defence. 

In  conformity  with  the  articles  in  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  relating  to  the  Indians,  as  well  as  with  a  view 
to  the  tranquillity  of  our  Western  and  Northern  fron- 
tiers, measures  were  taken  to  establish  an  immediate 
peace  with  the  several  tribes  who  bad  been  engaged 
in  hostilities  against  the  United  Sutes.  Such  of  them 
as  were  invited  to  Detroit  acceded  readily  to  a  renewal 
of  the  former  treaties  of  friendship.  Of  the  other  tribes 
who  were  invited  to  a  Ktation  on  the  Mississippi,  the 
greatest  number  have  also  accepted  the  j)eacc  offered 
to  them.  The  residue,  consisting  of  the  more  distant 
tribes,  or  parU  of  tri!)es,  remain  to  be  brought  over  by 
further  explanations,  or  by  such  other  means  as  may  be 
adapted  to  the  dispositions  they  may  finally  disclose. 

The  Indian  tribes  within,  and  bordering  on  the 
Southern  frontier,  whom  a  cruel  war  on  their  part  had 
compelled  us  to  chastise  into  peace,  have  latterly  shown 
u  restlessness,  which  has  called  for  preparatory  mea- 
sures for  repressing  it,  and  for  protecting  the  Commis- 
sioners engaged  in  carrying  the  terms  of  peace  into 
execution. 

The  execution  of  the  act  for  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  EsUblishment,  has  been  attended  with  dilBcul- 
Ues  which  even  now  can  only  be  overcome  by  Legis- 
lative aid.  The  selection  of  officers ;  the  payment 
and  discharge  of  the  troojw  enlisted  for  the  war ;  the 
payment  ol  the  retained  troops,  and  their  re-union 
from  detached  and  distant  stations ;  the  collection  and 
aecurity  of  the  public  property  in  the  Quartermaster, 
Commissary,  and  Ordnance  DcparlmenU ;  and  the 
constant  medical  assistance  required  in  hosi)ilal8  and 
garrisons,  rendered  a  complete  execution  of  the  act 
impracticable  on  the  first  of  May,  the  period  more  im- 
mediaU-ly  conU?mplaled.  As  iwon,  however,  as  cir- 
cumstances would  jHTiuit,  and  as  lar  as  it  has  been 
practicable,  consistently  with  the  public  interests,  the 
reduction  of  the  .\rmy  has  been  accomplished;  but 
the  appropriations  for  it»!  pay  and  for  other  branches 
of  the  mditary  service,  having  proved  inadequate,  the 
earliest  attention  to  that  subject  will  be  necessary  ; 
and  the  ex{)ediency  of  continuing,  upon  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment, the  staff  officers  who  have  hitherto  been 
provisionally  retained,  is  also  recommended  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

In  the  performance  of  the  Executive  duty  upon  this 
occasion,  there  has  not  been  wanting  a  just  sensibility 
to  the  raeriu  of  the  Americun  Army  during  the  late 
war:  but  the  obvious  policy  and  design  in  tixin;;  an 
efficient  .MiliUry  Peace  Establishment  did  not  afford 
an  opportunity  to  distuif^uish  the  aged  and  infirm,  on 
account  of  their  pait  services  ;  nor  the  wounded  and 
disabled,  on  account  if  their  present  sufferings.  The 
extent  of  the  reduction,  indeed,  unavoidably  involved 
the  exclusion  of  many  meritorious  officers  of  every  rank 
from  the  service  of  their  country  ;  and  so  equal,  as  well 
aa  «i)  numerous,  were  the  claims   to  attention,  that  a 


decision  by  the  standard  of  comparative  merit  could 
seldom  be  attained.  Judged,  however,  in  candor,  by 
a  general  standard  of  positive  merit,  the  Army  register 
will,  it  is  believed,  do  honor  to  the  establishment; 
while  the  case  of  those  officers,  whose  names  are  not 
included  in  it.  devolves,  with  the  strongest  interest, 
upon  the  Legislative  authority,  for  such  provision  as 
shall  be  deemed  the  best  calculated  (ogive  support  and 
solace  to  the  veteran  and  the  invalid  ;  to  display  the 
beneficence,  as  well  as  the  justice,  of  the  Government ; 
and  to  inspire  a  martial  zeal  for  the  public  service  upon 
every  future  emergency. 

Although  the  embarrassments  arising  from  the  want 
of  an  uniform  National  currency  have  not  been  dimin- 
ished since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  great  satis- 
faction has  been  derived  in  contemplating  the  revival 
of  the  public  credit,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  public  re- 
soorces.     The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  va- 
rious branches  of  revenue,  during  the  nine  months  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September  last,  have  been  estimated 
at  twelve  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  the  issues  of 
Treasury  notes  of  every  denomination,  during  the  same 
period,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  fourteen  mUiions  of 
dollars  ;  and  there  was  also  obtained  upon  loan,  during 
the  same  period,  a  sum  of  nine  millions  of  dollars;  of 
which  the  sum  of  six  millions  of  dollars  was  subscribed 
in  cash,  and  the  sum   of  three  millions  of  dollars  in 
Treasury  notes.     With  these  means,  added  to  the  sudq 
of  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  being  the  balance 
of  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January ,  there 
has  been  paid,  between  the  first  of  January  and  the  first 
of  October,  on  account  of  the  appropriations  of  the  pre- 
ceding and  of  the  present   year,    (exclusively  of  the 
amount  of  the  Treasury  notes  subscribed  to  the  loan, 
and  of  the  amount  redeemed  in  the  payment  of  duties 
and  taxes,)  the  aggregate  sum  of  thirty-three  millions 
and  a   half  of  dollars,  leaving  a  balance  then  in  the 
Treasury  estimated  at  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars.    Independent,  however,  of  the  arrearages  due  for 
military  services  and  supplies,  it  is  presumed  that  a 
further  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  including  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt  payable  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary next,  will  be  demanded  at  the  Treasury  to  com- 
plete the  expenditures  of  the   present   year,   and  for 
which  the  existing   ways  and   means  will  sufficiently 
provide. 

The  National  debt,  as  it  wais  ascertained  on  the  first 
of  October  last,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  consisting 
of  the  unredeemed  balance  of  the  debt  contracted  be- 
fore the  late  war,  (thirty-nine  millions  of  dollars,)  the 
amount  of  the  funded  debt  contracted  in  consequence 
of  tlie  war.    (sixty-four  millions  of  doUurs,)  and  the 
amount  of  the  unfunded  and  floating  debt,  (including  the 
various  issues  of  Treabury  notes,)  seventeen  millions 
of  dollars,  which  is    in   a   gradual  course  of  payment. 
There  will,  probably,  be  some  addition   to  the  public 
debt,  upon  the  liquidation  of  various  claims,  which  are 
depending ;  and  a  conciliatory  disposition  on  the  part 
of  Congress  may  lead  honorably  and  advantageously 
to  an  equitable  arrangement  of  the  militia  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  several  States,  without  the  previous  sanc- 
tion  or  authority   of  the   Government  of  the  United 
States  ;  but  when   it   is  considered  that  the  new,  as 
well  as  the  old  portion  of  the  debt  has  been  contracted 
in  the  assertion   of  the  national   rights  and  indepen- 
dence ;  and  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  public  ex- 
penditures, not  being  exclusively  bestowed  upon  sob- 
jecU  of  a  transient  nature,  will  long  be  visible  in  the 
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num#*  and  equipment*  of  the  American  navy,  in  the 
mdit|./r  works  for  the  defence  of  our  harbors  and  our 
fr(  mtv,  and  in  llie  supplies  of  our  arsenals  and  maga- 
liueX^he  amount  will  bear  a  gratifying  coiuparison 
wilh^kle  objects  which  have  been  attained,  as  well  as 
w.*h§{^  resources  of  the  country. 

Ti^  arrangements  of  the  finances,  with  a  view  to 
th«J  rl<ieipts  and  expenditures  of  a  permanent  Peace 
E'ta^itshment,  will  necessarily  enter  into  the  deliber- 
at<oi^i)f  Congrrss  during  the  present  session.  It  is 
tr^eajat  the  improved  condition  of  the  public  revenue 
w  jl  ]J.^t  afford  the  means  of  maintaining  the  faith  of 
thi  ir'^vernment  with  it*  creditors  inviolate,  and  of 
pro«<^^ting,  successfully,  the  measures  of  the  most 
libef- ^policy,  but  will  alio  justify  an  immediate  alle- 
vi»ti*i  of  the  burdens  imposed  by  the  necetsities  of 
tbfc  ^Ir.  It  is,  however,  essential  to  every  modifica- 
tion^ the  finances,  that  the  benefits  of  an  uniform 
PvAt.'^^al  currency  should  be  restored  to  the  commu- 
"*y4 jThe  absence  of  the  precious  metals  will,  it  is 
bfJit^.^d,  be  a  temporary  tvil;  but,  until  they  can  again 
b«»  riiJered  the  general  medium  of  exchange,  it  de- 
Vf;U>4on  the  wis^dom  of  Congress  to  provide  a  substi- 
tirle^f  hich  shall  equally  engage  the  confidence,  and 
arcQiifnodate  the  wants  of  the  citizens  throughout  the 
I'ni^  ,  If  the  o|»eration  of  the  State  banks  cannot  pro- 
dijci<''  [lis  result,  the  pro&able  operation  of  a  National 
Bar.«  will  merit"  consideration  ;  and  if  neither  of  these 
exptui  ents  be  deemed  effectual,  it  may  become  neces- 
srvry'^  ascertain  the  terms  upon  which  the  notes  of 
tlw  {i  ivemment  (no  longer  required  as  an  instrument 
OL"  (f'  ht)  shall  be  issued,  upon  motives  of  general 
pflir)v    as  a  common  medium  of  circulation. 

N^i  itwiihstanding  the  security  for  future  repose, 
whi'^:  the  United  States  ought  to  find  in  their  love  of 
pv/aor  and  their  constant  respect  for  the  rights  of  other 
n'lliir  p,  the  character  of  the  times  particularly  incul- 
cate, Jie  lesson,  that,  whether  to  prevent  or  repel  dan- 
gt)r.4u  e  ought  not  to  be  unprepared  for  it.  Thia  con- 
sifleii  .ion  will  Hufficiently  recommend  to  Congress  a 
lit>ei^i  provision  for  the  immediate  extension  and  gra- 
dual jjumpletion  of  the  works  of  defence,  both  fixed  and 
fl<^aH.%^,  on  our  maritime  frontier,  and  an  adequate 
pro>i;4on  for  guarding  our  inland  frontier  against  dan- 
gt«rri'«  which  cccrtain  portions  of  it  may  continue  to  be 
id. 


\n  improvement  in  our  Military  Establishment, 
tdeserve  tie  consideration  of  Congress,  whether 
K  of  invaliis  might  not  be  so  organized  and  em- 
ploy*;^, as  at  on'c  to  aid  in  the  support  of  meritorious 
inditjiuals,  exctuded   by   age  or  infirmities  from  the 
establishment,  and  to  procure  to  the  pubhc 
lefit  of  their  stationary  services,  and  of  their  ex- 
discipline.     I  recommend,  also,  an  enlarge- 
i^ei»(^of  the   .Military   Academy,  already  established, 
aiidl^e  establishment  of  others  in  other  sections  of  the 
l>nii,^.     And  I  cannot  press  too  much  on  the  atten- 
t/jn*M  Congress,  such  a  classification  and  organization 
[miUtia  as  will  moct  effectually  render  it  the  safe- 
'of  a  free  *State.    If  experience  has  shown,  in  the 
splendid  achievements  of  militia,  the  value  of 
^source  foi*  the  public  defence,  it  has  shown  also 
tSei  ^jHjrtance  uf  that  skill  in  the   use  of  arms,  and 
thap^iialianty  \vith  the  esrential   rules  of  discipline, 
vhT I  cannot  b*  expected  from  the  regulations  now 
in  islrce-     With  this  subject  is   intimately  connected 
the^A'cesaity  of  accommodating  the  laws,  in  every  re- 
i«pi%4to  the  threat  object  of  enabling  the  political  au- 
tic^ijf  of  the  l?nion  to  employ,  promptly  and  effectu- 


ally, the  physical  power  of  the  Union  in  the  casea  de- 
signated by  the  Constitution. 

The  signal  services  which  have  been  rendered  by 
our  Navy,  and  the  capacities  it  has  developed  for  suc- 
cessful co-operation  in  the  national  defence,  will  give 
to  that  portion  of  the  public  force  ita  full  value  in  the 
eves  of  Congress,  at  an  e{>och  which  calls  for  the  con- 
stant vigilance  of  all  Governments.  To  preserve  the 
ships  now  in  a  sound  state  ;  to  complete  those  already 
contemplated  ;  to  provide  amply  the  imperiahable  ma- 
terials for  prompt  augmentations,  and  to  improve  the 
existing  arrangement*  into  more  advantageous  estab- 
lishments, for  the  construction,  the  repair*,  and  the 
security  of  the  vessels  of  war,  is  dictated  by  the  sound- 
est policy. 

In  adjusting  the  duties  on  imports,  to  the  object  of 
revenue,  the  influence  of  the  tariff  on  manufactures 
will  necessarily  present  itself  for  consideration.  How- 
ever wise  the  theory  may  be,  which  leaves  to  the  sa- 
gacity and  interest  of  individuals  the  application  of 
their  industry  and  resources,  there  are  in  this,  as  in 
other  cases,  exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  Besides 
the  condition  which  the  theory  itself  implies,  of  a  re- 
ciprocal adoption  by  other  nations,  experience  teaches 
that  so  many  circumstances  must  concur  in  introducing 
and  maturing  manufacturing  establishments,  especi- 
ally of  the  more  complicated  kinds,  that  a  country 
may  remain  long  without  them,  although  sufficiently 
advanced,  and,  in  some  respects,  even  i)eculiarly  fitted 
for  carrying  them  on  with  success.  Under  circum- 
stances giving  a  powerful  impulse  to  manufacturing 
industry,  it  has  made  among  us  a  progress,  and  exhib- 
ited an  efficiency,  which  justify  the  belief  that,  with  a 
protection  not  more  than  is  due  to  the  enterprising 
citizens  whose  interests  are  now  at  stake,  it  will  bo- 
come,  at  an  early  day,  not  only  safe  against  occasional 
competitions  from  abroad,  but  a  source  of  domestic 
wealth,  and  even  of  external  commerce.  In  selecting 
the  branches  more  especially  entitled  to  the  public 
patronage,  a  preference  is  obviously  claimed  by  such 
as  will  relieve  the  United  tStates  from  a  dependence 
on  foreign  supplies,  ever  subject  to  casual  failures,  for 
articles  necessary  for  the  public  defence,  or  connected 
with  the  primary  wants  of  individuals.  It  will  be  an 
additional  recommendation  of  particular  manufactures, 
where  the  materials  for  them  are  extensively  drawn 
from  our  agriculture,  and  consequently  impart  and  in- 
sure to  that  great  fun<l  of  national  prosperity  and  inde- 
pendence an  encouragement  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
rewarded. 

Among  the  means  of  advancing  the  public  interest, 
the  occasion  is  a  proper  one  for  recalling  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  great  importance  of  establishing 
throughout  our  country  the  roads  and  canals  which 
can  be  best  executed,  under  the  national  authority. 
No  objects  within  the  circle  of  {>o|iiicai  economy  so 
richly  repay  the  expense  bestowed  on  them  ;  there  are 
none,  the  utility  of  which  is  more  universally  ascer- 
tained and  acknowledged  ;  none  that  do  more  honor 
to  the  Governments  whose  wise  and  enlarged  patriot- 
ism duly  appreciates  them.  Nor  is  there  any  country 
which  present.-i  i  field,  where  natun^  invites  more  the 
art  of  man,  to  complete  her  own  w-ork,  for  his  ac- 
commodation and  benefit.  The»«*  considerations  are 
strengthened,  moreover,  by  the  ^litical  effect  of  these 
facilities  for  intercommunicatipn,  in  bringing  and  bind- 
ing more  closely  together  the  various  parts  of  our  ex- 
tended confederacy.  Whil."«t  the  States,  individually, 
with  a  laudable  enterpri.«e  and  emulation,  avail  them- 
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selves  of  their  local  advanUges,  by  new  roads,  by  navi- 
gable canals,  and  by  improving  the  streams  susceptible 
of  navigation,  the  General  Government  is  the  more 
urged  to  similar  underUkings,  requiring  a  national 
jurisdiction,  and  national  means,  by  the  prospect  of 
thus  systematically  completing  so  inestimable  a  work. 
And  It  is  a  happy  reflection,  that  any  defect  of  Consti- 
tutional authority,  which  may  be  encx)untered,  can  be 
supplied  in  a  mode  which  the  Constitution  lUelf  has 
providently  pointed  out. 

The  present  is  a  favorable  season  also  for  bringing 
again  into  view  the  establuhment  of  a  National  semi- 
nary of  learning  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
with  means  drawn  from  the  property  therein  subject  to 
the  authority  of  the  General  Government  Such  an 
institution  claims  the  patronage  of  Congress,  as  a  mon- 
ument of  their  solicitude  for  the  advancement  of  know- 
ledge, without  which  the  blessings  of  liberty  cannot  be 
fully  enjoyed,  or  long  preserved  ;  as  a  model,  instruc- 
tive in  the  formation  of  other  seminaries  ;  as  a  nursery 
of  enlightened  preceptors  ;  and,  as  a  central  resort  of 
youth  and  genius  from  every  part  of  their  country, 
diffusing,  on  their  return,  examples  of  those  national 
feelings,  those  liberal  sentiments,  and  thoec  congenial 
manners,  which  contribute  cement  to  our  union  and 
strength  to  the  great  political  fabric,  of  which  that  is 
the  foundation. 

In  closing  this  communication,  1  ought  not  to  repress 
a  sensibility,  in  which  you  will  unite,  to  the  happy  lot 
of  our  country,  and  to  the  goodness  of  a  superintend- 
ing Providence,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  it.  Whilst 
other  portions  of  mankind  are  laboring  under  the  dis- 
tresses of  war.  or   struggling  with  adversity  in  other 
forms,  the  United  States  are  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment 
of  prosperous*  and  honorable  peace.     In  reviewing  the 
scenes  through  which  it  has  been  attained,  we  can  re- 
joice in  the  proofs  given,  that  our  political  institutions, 
founde«l  in  human  rights,  and  framed  for  their  preser- 
vation, are  e«jual  to  the  severest  trials  of  war,  as  well 
as  adapted  to  the  ordinary  jieriods  of  repose.    As  fruits 
of  thi«  ex[>erience,  and  of  the  reputation  acquired  by 
the  American  arms,  on  the  land  and  on  the  water,  the 
nation    finds    iUelf  jiossessed  of  a    growing    respect 
abroad,  and  of  a  just  confidence    in   itself,  which  are 
among  the  best  pledges  for  its  peaceful  career.    Under 
other  aspects  of  our  country,  the  strongest  features  of 
its  flourishing  condition  are  seen,  m  a  population  rap- 
idly increasing,  on  a  territory  as  productive  as  it  is  ex- 
tensive ;  in  a  general   industry  and  fertile  ingenuity, 
which  find  their  ample  rewards  ;  and  in   an  affluent 
revenue,  which  admits  of  a  reduction  of  the  public  bur- 
dens, without  withdrawing  the  means  of  sustaining  the 
public  credit,  of  gradually  discharging  the  public  debt, 
of  providing  for  the  necessary  defensive  and    precau- 
tionary establishments,  and  of  patronizing,  in  every 
authorizeii  mode,  undertakings  conducive  to  the  aggre- 
gate wealth  and  individual  comfort  of  our  citizens. 

It  remains  for  the  guardians  of  the  public  welfare, 
to  persevere  in  that  justice  and  good  wUl  towards  other 
nations,  which  invite  a  return  of  these  sentiments  to- 
wards the  United  States  ;  to  cherish  institutions  which 
guarantee  their  saf«ty  and  their  hberties,  civil  and  reli- 
gious ;  and  to  combine,  with  a  liberal  system  ot'  for- 
eign commerce,  an  improvement  of  the  national  ad- 
vantages, and  a  protection  and  extension  of  the  inde- 
pendent resources  of  our  highly  favored  and  happy 
country. 

In  aJI  measures  having  such  objects,  my  faithful  co- 
operation will  be  afforded.        JAMES  MADISON. 
Washington,  December  5,  1815. 


The  Message  was  read,  and  one  thousand  and 
fifty  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution,  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly 
to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  Preb.idenl  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  resolution,  lor  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains, was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  President  re- 
ported It  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 


Wednesday.  December  6. 

James  Turner,  from  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  John  CoNotT,  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  respectively  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
C.  Morgan,  attorney  in  fact  for  Xaverio  Nandi. 
late   Charge  d'Affa'ires  at  Tripoli,  stating  that 
difficulties  had  arisen  which   prevented  the  set- 
tlement of  said  Xaverio  Nandi's  account,  and 
praying  that   the  proper  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  authorized  to  settle  and  discharge 
the  same  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select   committee,  to   consider   and    report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
erts.  Sanford.   and    Horsey,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Babbit,  merchant,  of  the  port  of  Bristol,  in  the 
Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  the  remission  of 
duties  secured  to  be  paid  on  a  large  quantity  of 
sugar,  which  was  totally  destroyed  by  the  unpre- 
cedented storm  on  the  23d  of  September  last,  as 
therein  stated  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs. 
Hunter.  Bibb,  and  Howell,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as 
follows  : 

Jiesolred,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  during 
the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall 
interchange  weekly. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly 
to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 


Thursday,  December  7. 

Samuel  W.  Dana,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  for 
the  term  of  SIX  years,  commencing  on  the  4th 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualitied,  and  he  took  his  seal  in  the  Senate. 

Jeremiah  Morrow,  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 
also  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  ihe  joint  committee  appoint- 


»    * 


•; 


i 


t 


I 


19.1 

€*i  tio  inquire  Jnto  ihe  state  of  the  new  building 

(.  Jpiial  Hiil,  offered  by  the  proprietors  for  the 

"itnodalioji    ol'   Congre-s.    and    upon    what 

(tie   Faid*.  building  could  be  obtained  until 

■  ipicol   raay   be   ready   for  their   reception. 

report -which  wa>  read. 

HoRBEy  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 

a  bill   to  authorize  the   President  of  the 

Staies'to  lease,  for  the  term  therein  inen- 

_.  the   ne»v  building  on  Capitol    Hill,  with 

apptiJrenances  for  the  better  accommodation  of 
Coft^ess  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  s^ond  reading. 

Ti  ■  PfiESiDiNT  communicated  the  memorial  of 
ibe  -Ijt'gislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre-ent- 
alrv-^iof  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  fur- 
llie(*«me  to  complete  the  payments  on  public 
l?i)i!«  which  iwas  read  and  referred  to  a  select 
corny iltee, to  cjon-sistof  five  members,  and  Messrs. 
Bhu^.n,  MoRrfow.  Chace,  Tait,  and  Barbouk. 
Wigrryppointe^  the  committee. 
:*"'.\  Ijessajje  fjrom  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives 
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iDfcitlied  llie  »enate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  biiSeniiiled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  t|i2  United  States  to  lease,  for  the  terra  therein 
nieii^Micd.  thy,*  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill, 
wifk  jhe  appurtenances,  for  the  better  accomoda- 

'   Congress;  in  which  bill  they  request  tlie 

rrence  of  the  Senate. 

■  bill  last,  mentioned  was   read   three   times 

jniiuousiconsent,  and  passed. 


Friday,  December  8. 
^TjiJ  PREsiDi:NT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
S€Cf5iary  for  jthe  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
pceii^ed  in  o&edience  to  the  act,  '"to  establish 
the  treasury  ;Department,  and  the  act  supple- 
metylry  there(o,"  and  the  report  was  read. 

T^^  Senate^roceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Chai^ain  on  tlieir  part, and,  on  the  ballots  having 
beeijjcounted,' it  appeared  that  the  Reverend 
Jonh^GLENDiH  bad  a  majority,  and  was  elected. 

:    >'j         PRESIDENT'S  .MESSAGE. 

;NMBiBB  submitted  the  following  motions  for 
c4n^|eration  : 

'-Rkllved,  That  so  murh  of  the  Message  of  the 
P  e6,.frnt  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Foreign 
Affaltl,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave 
to  ni^rl  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

K^-i^iced,  Thutso  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Prea- 
ideri>|j"the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  Mihtia,  be 
r^rn  M  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report  by 
b«l  orjotherwise. 

Re3Mlred,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
<Jvit<^the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  Military  Affairs, 
^  reArcd  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
k»y  bu4)rtherwi8c. 

iU^^'oed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent -  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Naval  Affairs, 
b*  Tfjfirred  to  a  wlect  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
bj  btllot  otherwise. 

/irJ/red,  That  po  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent <|  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance,  and 
■r«  Uflform  National  Currency,  be  referred  to  a  select 
CQinaiJtec,  with  leaTe  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Me«siipe  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Manufactures, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Jiesolved,  Thatsomuch  ofthe  MrsKageof  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  rclstes  to  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  a  National  Sem- 
inary of  Learning  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 


Monday,  December  11. 

Robert  H.  Goldsbohouou.  from  the  Slate  of 
Maryland,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Tlie  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
conformably  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1800, 
entitled  "An  act  further  tu  amend  the  veveral  acts 
for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treas- 
ury. War,  and  Navy  Departments;"  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Foreign  Affair?,  and 
agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Da.na,  Tay- 
lor, Barry,  and  King,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  iippointiiieut  of  a  Corainiitee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States, as  relates  to  the  Miliiia,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Varnum,  Lacock  Wilhon, 
TicHENOH.  and  Turner,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Military  Affairs,  and 
agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs.  Barbo-jr,  Williams, 
RuGGLEH.  GoLDSBOROL'QH.  and  CoNDiT.  Were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8lh 
instant,  fur  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Mess.ige  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relate^  to  Naval  Affairs,  aud 
agreed  thereto  ;  and  Messrs.  Tait,  Daggett,  San- 
FOHD.  Fromentin,  and  Howell,  were  aiipointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
in-tanl,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Commutee  oa 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  and  agreed  thereto;  and 
Messrs.  Ca.mpbell,  Chace,  Bibb,  King,  and  Ma- 
80N,  were  appointed  ihe  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,  lor  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Mt-ssage  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  .Manufactures,  and 
agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs.  Hdntkh,  Robehtb, 
Talbot,  Co.ndit,  and  TagiipaoN,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th  1 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  | 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Roads  aud  Canals, 
and  agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs.  Morrow.  Brown, 
Hors^ey,  Wilson,  and  Gore,  were  appointed  the 
commutee. 

The  Senate  also  resumed  the  motion  made  the 
8th  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  a 
National  Seminary  of  Learning  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs. 
Brown,  Fromentin.  Sanford,  Dana,  and  Hdn- 
TER,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  Cyprian 
Nichols,  and  others,  manufacturers  of  mould  can- 
dles of  tallow,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  duty  of 
three  cents  per  pound,  laid  on  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  for  reasons  slated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
this  day  appointed,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
Manufactures, 

Mr.  Barbocr  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Kuolved,  That  each  member  of  the  Senate  l)e  an- 
nually furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Register  of  the  Offi- 
cer* of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  SUtes. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  ofThos. 
Leiper  and  others,  tobacco,  cigar,  and  snuff  manu- 
facturers, of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  the  repeal  of  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cen- 
tum, ad  valorem,  imposed  upon  such  articles 
manufactured  or  made  for  sale  within  the  United 
States,  or  Territories  thereof,  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  the  18th  of  January,  1815,  for  rea- 
sons stated  at  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  this  day  ap- 
pointed, on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Dawson 
and  Monison,  and  others,  brewers  of  malt  liquors, 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  representing  their 
grievances  from  the  operation  of  the  excise  law, 
passed  by  Congress  at  their  last  session,  and  pray- 
ing relief  for  reasons  stated  in  the  p-tiiion  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  last 
mentioned. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Daggett, 
Resolved,  Tiiai  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  they 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next,  in  the  new 
building  on  Capitol  Hill. 

The  President  communicated  reports  of  the 
Secretary  fur  the  Di-partment  of  Navy,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
28ih  of  January,  and  the  28ih  of  February,  1815, 
upon  the  several  subjects  thereof;  which  were 
read. 


the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina, 
in  place  of  Francis  Locke,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  io 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  nraemorial  of  Ed- 
mund Kinsey  and  others,  manufacturers  of  sad- 
dlery, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  re- 
peal of  the  taxes  on  domestic  manulaclures,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed the  11th  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Lewis  Ryan  and  others,  manufacturers  of  boots 
and  bootees,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
the  repeal  of  taxes  upon  all  domestic  manufac- 
tures, for  reasons  staled  at  large  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  Abel 
Bissell  and  others,  manufacturers  of  cotton  fabrics, 
representing  their  peculiar  situation,  and  praying 
the  interposition  of  Congress,  for  protection  and 
relief,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Duckworth,  jr., and  others,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  a  post  route  from  Pitistown,  in  the  county 
of  Hunterdon,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  the 
village  of  Harmony,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Messrs. 
Wilson,  Condit,  and  Roberts,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Reverend  Joseph  Anderson,  praying  that  the  sum 
of  8323  G8,  the  first  instalment  paid  by  him,  oa 
a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Ohio,  and  forfeited  io 
consequence  of  non-payment,  may  be  placed  to 
his  credit  on  a  subsequent  purchase,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
aud  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, the  7th  instant,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  on  the  Uth  instant,  by  Mr. 
Barbour;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  amended 
and  agreed  to.  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to  lurnish 
annually,  on  the  first  of  January,  each  member  of 
the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  the  Register  of  the 
Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
Smes. 


Wednesday,  December  13, 
Rurus  Kino,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
John  Taylor,  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
respectively  took  their  keats  in  the  Senate. 
Natuaniel  Macon,  appointed  a   Senator  by 


Thcrsday,  December  14. 
Mr.  RoBBRTs  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Thompson,  praying  interest  may  be  allowed  him 
on  an  old  claim  'for  Revolutionary  services,  lor 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
Roberts,  Macon,  and  Sanford,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 
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Frombntiii  presented  the  petition  of  Denis 
de  I:*  Roode.  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of 
Loti^iana,  praying  compensation  for  the  destruc- 
Uot>\)f  certainr  property  by  order  of  General  Col- 
fee^*  ;<i  the  def«nce  of  New  Orleans,  as  is  stated  in 
the.fietition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
(JciHnittee,  appointed  the  11th  instant,  on  so 
njiifia  ot  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
Un'ifcd  States  as  relates  to  Military  Affairs. 
■  ly*.  Fromentin  presented  the  petition  of  a 
i.u^er  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in 
hielidlf  of  John  de  Lassize,  praying  inderanifica- 
tio^or  property  destroyed  by  the  British  on  the 
ill  virion  of  New  Orleans,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ; 
whi(^h  was  rtad,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
\a\  mentioned. 

JJU.  Fromentin  also  presented  the  petition  of 
a  niMiber  of  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  and  land- 
holi*rs  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  behalf  of 
iuiii'nville  de  Villiers  and  others,  praying  com- 
pe^tion  for  property  destroyed  during  the  late 
inv  jion  of  that  city,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
whiih  was  n-ad,  and  referred  to  the  last  men- 
lioB^jd  committee. 

Wr.  Fromentin  also  presented  the  petition  of 
ihriflayor,  Aldermen,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  ;uew  Orleans,  praying  that  the  public  squares 
lU  .'|id  city,  occupied  for  the  arsenal,  military 
hosi|tal,  and  oarracks,  may  be  sold,  and  the  said 
huU  Mngs  removed  without  the  suburbs  of  the 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition; 
n  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
_-)  consist  of  five  members;  and  Messrs.  Fro- 
.*iE^,AiN,  Brown,  Taylor,  Williamh,  and  Mor- 
Hoilfjwere  appointed  the  committee. 

^\  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  annual  re- 
poitlof  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the 
-*ta,(|of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  made 
the^ih  instant,  was  referred  to  the  Committee. 
j»pp4inted  the  11th  instant,  on  so  much  of  the 
MfJfage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
seljdes  to  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  National  Cur- 


Affairs,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
disbanded  soldiers,  in  certain  cases  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous 
consent,  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Fro.mentin  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Nav- 
igation Company,  praying  a  further  appropriation 
to  enable  them  to  complete  their  intended  canal, 
and  a  confirmation  of  their  title  to  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  as  particularly  mentioned  in  the  memo- 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred,  the  14th  instant, 
the  memorial  of  the  Mayor.  Aldermen,  and  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 


,   i?  Friday,  December  15. 

'■  ilie  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  com- 
»*n^t|icaiion  from  William  Lambert,  made  in  pur- 
5u«ce  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
itiib'l's  of  the  United  Stales,  of  the  18th  of  February 
lavlcompreh^nding  abstracts  of  such  calculations 
^eiilive  to  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the 
p.,1  of  Washington,  as  were  made  before  the 
j)aj^  ige  of  that  resolution,  with  the  data  on  which 
ihi  are  founded;  which  was  read. 
•  ^  r.  Brow.n  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
infi  executors  of  Ignace  Delino,  late  of  the  State 
\)i'n  ,ouisiana,  praying  compensation  for  certain 
";)r^  erty  destroyed  by  order  of  General  Jackson. 
Juv  ng  the  invasion  of  that  State  by  the  British, 
jis>i  slated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
yef,;  red  lo  the  Committee,  appointed  the  1 1th  in- 
ftiti  :,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  ol  the  Presi- 
ilei  ,  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Military 


|r.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
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'  Monday,  December  18. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  Christopher  Gore,  his  credentials  having 
been  read  and  filed  during  the  last  session,  and  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

William  T.  Barry,  from  the  Slate  of  Ken- 
tucky, also  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peiition  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  praying  a  donation  for  a  site 
for  the  building,  and  to  aid  in  its  erection,  as 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Goldsbor- 
oucH,  Barbour,  Hunter,  and  Williams,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
I.  Allen,  brother  and  administrator  of  William  H. 
Allen,  late  commander  of  the  United  States'  brig 
Argus,  and  m  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers  and 
crew  of  that  vessel,  and  the  heirs  and  representa- 
tives of  her  other  officers,  and  those  of  her  crew, 
decea.sed,  praying  remuneration  for  a  number  of 
British  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  captured  in 
the  Irish  Channel,  which  were  destroyed  accord- 
ing to  orders,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  the  11th  instant,  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Solomon 
Parke,  and  others,  watchmakers  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  duties  on  imported 
watches  and  parts  of  watches  may  be  diminished, 
for  reasons  slated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  lllh 
instant,  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Varnu.m  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Froihingham  anu  of  Arthur  Tappan,  merchants 
of  Boston,  staling  that  they  are  native  citizej^s  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  were  residing  at  Montreal, 
for  the  purposes  of  trade,  at  the  time  war  was 
declared  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain;  at  which  time  they  returned  to  the 
United  States,  and  removed  a  part  of  their  mer- 
chandise, and  praying  to  be  relieved  from  penalties 
incurred  by  the  violation  of  the  non-importation 
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laws,  in  consequence  of  iheir  withdrawing  their 
effects  from  Canada  ;  and  the  petitions  were  read, 
and  respectivelv  referred  to  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed the  lltli  instant,  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tions for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  such  papers  as  may  be  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  under  an  injunction  of 
secrecy,  be  printed  in  such  number  as  may  be  suffi- 
cient, eventually,  to  supply  the  members  of  both  Houses 
of  Conp-eM  with  a  copy  of  the  same ;  and  that  the 
same  be  deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  be  bound  with  the  other  documenU  delivered  an- 
nually to  the  members  of  both  Houses,  after  the  injunc- 
lion  of  secrecy  may  have  been  removed. 

Jicsolved  further,  That  there  be  prefixed  to  the  said 
documenU  a  title  page  and  an  index. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  additional  appro- 
priations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  army  and 
militia,  during  the  late  war;"  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  the  llih  instant,  on  Finance, 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  disbanded   soldiers,    in   certain   cases   therein 
mentioned;  and.  ou  motion  by  Mr.  Barbodr,  the  1 
consideration    thereof  was    postponed    until    to- 1 
morrow. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  submitted  the  IBih  instant,  relative  to 
such  papers  as  may  be  ordered  to  be  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  under  an  injunction  of  se- 
crecy; and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  disbanded  soldiers  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  according- 
ly ;  and,  on  the  question.  "  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Beaver  county,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  ; 
and  the  peiition  was  read. 


TuE.sDAY,  December  19. 
Thomas   W.   Tho.mp30n,  from   the   State  of 
New  Hampshire,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Redman  Coxe,  praying  remission  of  the  duties 
on  a  collection  of  minerals  and  philosopiiical  ap- 
paratus, imported  at  hi>  individual  expense  lo  aid 
him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  ProlV.ssor  of 
Chemistry  in  the  Univi-rsity  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
is  slated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee,  appointeJ  the  llih 
instant,  on  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motion  j 
for  consideration  : 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  It  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expedi- 
ency oJ  extending  relief  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
Virginia,  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  both  on  the  State 
and  Continental  Establishment,  to  whom  the  faith  of 
the  State  was  pledged  l>efore  the  transfer,  by  Virginia, 
of  the  lands  northwest  of  the  river  Uhio  to  the  United 
States,  and  to  whom,  m  redemption  of  that  pledge, 
warrants  for  their  bounty  in  lands  had  been  granted, 
but  which,  from  such  transfer,  cannot  be  carried  into 
effect :  and  that  the  said  committee  do  also  inquire  into 
the  means  which,  in  their  opinion,  will  be  best  calcu- 
lated to  establish,  on  equitable  principles,  the  line  of 
demarcation  l>etwecn  the  lands  reserved  by  Virginia, 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  those  granted  the 
United  States:  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 


Wednesday,  December  20. 

Mr.  Tait,  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be  in- 
structed to  cause  such  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
Senate  Chamber  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
better  accommodation  of  the  Senate;  and  that  the  ex- 
penses, necessarily  incurred,  be  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Dennis,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying  the  remission  of  duties  paid,  and  secured 
to  be  paid,  on  a  quantity  of  coffee,  which  was 
destroyed  by  the  storm  on  the  23d  of  September 
last,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, the  6th  instant,  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Babbit. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  19ih  instant,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  justice 
and  expediency  of  extending  relief  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  Virginia,  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  dec;  and  agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour, Morrow,  King,  Chace.  and  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Barbour  communicated  the  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, proposing  to  cede  to  the  United  States  the 
Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  together 
with  sundry  other  documents  in  relation  to  that 
subject;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  as  relates  lo  Finance,  and  an  Uniform 
National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  making  additional  appro- 
priations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Army  and 
militia,  during  the  late  war,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
arnended   accordingly;    and   on   the  question— 
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ill  the  amendment  be  eogfro'sed,  and  the  bill 
a   third    time   as   amended?"  it  was  deter- 
rd  in  the  affirmative. 

he  amendment   to  ihe   last   mentioned   bill. 
ig  been  reported  to  the  Committee  correctly 
enrfj°»e«l,   the    bill   was   read  a  third    time,  as 
anjyided,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

,fi  motion,  ihe  title  was  amt-nded.  by  adding 
thrVto  '•  with  Great  Britain." 
;    I    r.CAMPhELL,from  the  Committeeon  Finance, 

"^nian  Uniform   National  Currency,  communi- 
^Ciild  sundry  documents,  which  were  read. 
*^f  r.  Uana  gave  notice,  that  at  the  next  sitting 
'-oii/t\Q  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 

biUrelaiive  to  evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization. 

*  he  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 

.Sijretary  of   the   Treasury,  comprehending  the 

ail  ^al  >iaterneni  of  the  duties  of  customs,  for  the 

y.r  <•  1814;  and  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  for 
't]^:  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1815; 
.^■U    the  statements  relating  to  the  internal  duties, 

aii  direct  tax,  required  by  the  33d  section  of  the 
•a(^  of  Congress,  of  the  22d  of  July,  1813  ;  which 
'.w*  e  read. 

.  Thlksday.  December  21. 

;  :,1r.  Dana  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
lil|^  bill  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  naturali- 
il||on  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
|)nd  reading. 

,10  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour, 
Resolved,   That  tne   Secretary  of   the    Naval 
«_,,  lartmeni  be  directed    to  communicate  to  the 
Sv  »ate,  whettier  any,  and.  if  any,  what  steps  have 
be    a    taken  during   the   recess,  to  ascertain    the 
: nf  ".l  convenient    harbors    in    the  waters  of  the 
fsapeake   Bay  for   ihe  reception   of    ships  of 
•;  and  that  he  also  be  directed    to  coramuni- 
»e,  whethtT   the    middle   ground   between  the 
'  (i  pes  of  the  said  Bay  has  been  explored  with  a 
1WW  to  that  object,  and  the   result  of  such  ex- 
•  aflination. 

iWr.  Bhow.s  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
;»  £«|gislative- Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
i  t;  t's  of  th;.'  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  the 
nointment  of  an  additn^nal  judge  for  that  part 
the  Territory  lying  east  of  Pearl  River,  for 
J  Isons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read, 
X  d  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  Messrs. 
l^iowN,  WiLHAMd,  and  Campbell,  were  ap- 
C  inled  the:  committee. 

Y  The  Prtsidknt  communicated   the   report  of 

1^.  t  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy,  lo  re- 

^   ion  to  the  moneys  transferred  during  the  last 

^  ijess  of  Congress,  from   certain  appropriations 

G    particular  branches  of  expenditure,  to  oilier 

Q  inches  oi  expenditure  in  that  Department,  made 

ii    obedience  to  tlie  first  section  of  the  act  passed 

i;  e  3d  of  March  1809,  entitled   "An  act  further 

^    amend  tjie  several  acts  for  the  establishment 

:  ^id  regulation  of  the  Treasury.  War  and  Navy 

j^eparirno'iis ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

jMr.  SANfORD  submitted  the  following  motion 

|r  consideiaiion 


dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  lo  the  measure  of 
confining  the  American  navigation  to  American  sea- 
men, be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  to  cause  certain  alterations  to  be  made 
in  the  Senate  Chamber,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly; 
and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  this  resolution  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative;  and  it  was  then  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  pas>;ed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  Hull;" 
also  a  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than B.  Eastman;'*  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Friday,  December  22. 
Mr.  Daqgltt  presented  the  petition  of  John 
A.  Thomas,  late  a  capt.iin  in  the  25th  regiment 
United  Slates  infantry,  praying  an  allowance  of 
SIX  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  winch  were  stolen 
from  him  while  in  ihe  discharge  of  his  duty  a» 
recruiting  officer,  as  is  staled  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Beaver  county,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and,  together  with  a 
similar  petition  presented  the  19ih  instant,  sever- 
ally referred  to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Messrs. 
Lacock,  Daggett,  and  Dana,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Daggett  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, whicli  was  read,  and  passed  to  ihe  second 
reading : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  some 
alterations  in  the  Hall  of  ('onftress,  for  the  better  ac- 
commodation of  the  two  HouHeN,  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Kepresen- 
tatives  be  authorized  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  trom  the  2'2d  of  December,  tostant,  to  the 
second  day  of  January  next. 

On  ihequesiion — "  Shall  this  resolution  be  now 
read  the  second  time?"  it  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Varnum.  as  against  the  rule. 

.Mr.  HcNTER  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Burrell,  juii.,  and  others,  a  committee  acting  for, 
and  in  behalf  of  the  cotton  manufacturers  in  Pro- 
vidence, and  its  vicinity,  praying  that  a  la\v  may 
b(  passed,  {truhihiling  th«  importation  of  all  cot- 
ton goods,  (.lankeens  excepted.)  the  production 
of  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
laying  such  duty  on  those  of  a  coarse  texture  im- 
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KesoliKd,  That  ao  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Preai- 1  ported  from  other  countries,  as  shall  give  to  ihetn 
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protection  and  relief,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in     committee  ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Hunter,  and 


the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lothe 
committee  appointed  the  11th  instant,  on  so  much 
of  the  McNsage  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bahbouh,  it  was  agreed,  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  be  lo  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  re^umed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  for  the  appoinlment  of  a  committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  the  measure  of  con- 
fining the  American  navigation  lo  American  sea 
men  ;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

The  bill  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  natural- 
ization, was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 


Morrow,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
McKinney  and  others,  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  be- 
half of  themselves,  and  the  stockholders  thereof, 
praying  an  act  of  incorporation,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  memorial  ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Ri'GGLES  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Farris,  sen.,  praying  the  renewal  of  his  p»i- 
eut  right  to  certain  improvements  in  propelling 
vessels  and  land  carriages,  a.**  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs  Rdooles,  Brown,  and 
Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Alex- 
a  select  committee,  loconsider  ancJ  report  thereon  :  j  ander  Cook,  and  others,  tallow  chandlers,  of  the 
and  Messrs.  Dana.  Sanford.  and  Lacock,  were  |  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  duty 
appointed  the  committee.  i  oo  mould  candles  manufactured  within  the  Uni- 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  '  ted  Slates,  for    reasons  staled  in    the  memorial; 
Hull."  was  read  the  second   lime,  and  referred  to  |  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee, 


the  Commitiee  on  Military   Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  f>ill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than B.  Eastman.'  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Commitiee  on  .Military  Affairs. 


appointed  the  11th  in.siant,  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanforo  had  leave  lo  withdraw  ihe  mo- 
tion made  tlie  2lst  instant,  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  ihe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  mea- 
sure of  confining  ihe  American  navigation  to 
.^  American  seamen. 

1  LEaoAY,  December  26.  q^  ^yu^n  by  ^r.  Tait,  the  report  of  the  Sec- 

The  Phesiok.nt  eom-nunicated  a  report  of  the  retary  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  made  the 
Secretary  for  the  Deparlmeni  of  Navy,  on  the  \\^^  instant,  in  relation  to  the  permanent  increase 
expenditure  and  application  of  moneys  drawn  'of  ihe  Navy,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
from  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  of  October,  1814,     Naval  Affair.-. 

to  the  3<Uii  of  September,  1815.  inclusive,  and  of  j  Qn  motion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  coa- 
the  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropriation!^  i  sideration  of  the  resolution,  authorizing  the  Pre- 
remaining  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  of  Oclo-  I  sident  of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
ber,  1814  ;  and  the  report  was  read.  1  Representatives,  to  adjourn  the  respective  Houses 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the    from  the  22d  of  December,  instant,  to  the  second 


day  of  January  next,  was   postponed  to  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  next. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  it  was  agreed,  that 


PREr^intNT  OK  THE  UnITED  StATES  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  . 
I  lay  before  Congrew,  copies  of  a  Proclamation,  no-  I  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  be  lo  Friday  next. 

tifying  the  Convention  concluded  with  (jreat  Uritain,  

on  the  .3d  day  of  Julv  last,  and  that  the  same  has  been  fa  u       on 

duly  ratified  ;  and  I'recommend  to  Congress  such  Le-  P  RIDAY,  December  2J. 

gislalive   provisions,  as  the  Convention   may  call  for         IsHAM  Talbot,  from   the  Stale  of  Kentucky, 

on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  ,  arrived  on  the  27th.  and  attended  this  day. 

JAMES  M.\DISOrV.  \ir.  Talbot   presented  the  memorial  of  John 

DtctMBKR23,  1815.  1  Bale,  praying  a  renewal  of  his  lease  ol  a  saline, 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com-  !  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  in  the  Illinois 
mittee  appointed  the  llih  instant,  on  Foreign  '  Territory,  for  leasons  stated  in  the  memorial; 
Relauons.  ^  which  was  read,  and   referred  to  the  committee 

Mr.  Robi;rts  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas  j  to  whom  was  referred,  the  7th  insia'nt,  the  memo- 
Murray,  an  inhabitant  of  the  City  of  Washinclon.  I  rial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
praying  compensation  8s  head  cooper  of  ihe  Navy  j  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi"  Territory,  to 


Yard  at  that  pUce,  lor  reasons  stated  in  the  me  j 
mortal  ;  wiiicli  was  read,  and  referred  lo  a  .select  i 
commitiee;  and  Messrs.  Rouerts.  Tait,  and' 
Macon,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented   the  peiiiion  of  Walter  I 
Sims,  of  the  city  of  Piiilad.'l|>hia,  praying  further  ' 
lime  to  tile  his  release  lo  the  Uniied  States. of  bis  ! 
title  to  land  in   the  Mississippi  Territory,  lo  ena- 
ble him  to  receive  ihe  indemnification  lo  which 
he  will  thereby  be  entitled,  as  sialed  in  the  peii- 


consider  and  re 

On  motion 
when  the  Sen 


re^tfl 
a^ai 


t  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
r.  Brown,  it  was  ag  eed,  that 
djourn,  it  be  lo  Tuesday  next. 


TcESDAY,  January  2,  181G. 

.Mr.  Daqoktt  presented  the  petition  of  D.ivid 

Kimberly  and  others,  m  inufacturers  in   the  city 

and  county  of  New  Hiven,  praying  a  repetl  of 

the  laws  imposing  duties  on  domestic  manufac- 


lion;   which   was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select    tures,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
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^s  read,  #nd   referred   to  the  Committee,  ap- 1  during  the  late  war.  as   stated   in    the  petition; 
jiJnted  the  Uth  December,  on  Manufactures.  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  comrait- 

«*^Ir.  Rob»:rt9  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas  i  tee;  and  Messrs.  Chace.  Macon,  and  Rugoles, 
rt%illy  and  others,  a  committee  of  the  manufac-  '  were  appointed  the  committee, 
tj^ers  of  cotton  and  wool  in  the  city  of  Philadel-  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  William 
lt|a.  and  us  vicinity,  praying  the  protection  of;  Young  and  others,  engaged  in  manufactories  on 
«i*ngress,  by  imposing  adequate  duties  upon  the  j  the  Brandywine.  and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  in- 
ifAportatioa  of  foreign  articles,  as  stated  in  the,  terposition  of  Congress,  for  the  support  of  the 
ijAition  ;  wiiich  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- j  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in 
JSttee  last  "mentioned.  >  the   petition;    which    was   read,  and  referred   to 

Krhe  President  communicated  the  memorial  \  the  Committee,  appointed  the  11th  December,  od 
j^the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre-  ;  Manufactures. 
(jtatives  of  Indiana  Territory,  stating  that  their 


^w,pulaiion  "entitles  them,  under  existing  laws,  to 
rf  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing 
|th  the  original  States,  and  praying  a  conven- 
in  may   &e  authorized  to  determine  on  its  ex- 


Wednesday.  January  3. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy, 
iency  ;  ;»nd  praying  also  the  donation  ot  cer-  |  comprehending  a  statement  of  the  contracts  made 
_n  sectioijs  of  land  in  said  Territory,  for  pur-  by  that  Department,  during  the  year  1815,  pre- 
f^^es  therein  expressed;  and  the  memorial  was  j  pared  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
r^d.  and  jreferred   to  a  select  commiitee;  and  i  1809.  entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  the  sev- 


**essrs.  MtiRROw,  Barry,  and  Broun,  were  ap-  !  eral  acts,  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
'Jmted  th«i  committee.  the  Treasury.  War.  and  Navy  Departments  ;"  ancf 

I'The   President   also   communicated  another  '  the  report  was  read, 
a'raorial  vjf  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  i      The   President 


also   communicated   a  letter 


i  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- '  from  the  Secretary  lor  the  Department  of  War, 
*r  suspens^'ion  of  prosecutions  under  the  law  lay-  |  accompanied  by  a  corrected  register  of  the  army. 


l£^  a  tax  on  articles  manufactured   within  the    for  each  member  of  the  Senate,  conformably  to 
»%iited  States,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  '  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  December  13.  1815  ; 


x^ich  wa^  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee, 
Apointed  the  11th  December,  on  Finance,  and 
c%  Uniform  National  Currency. 
'Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  the  stock- 


which  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Longden  and  others,  the  committee  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  praying  a 


^^lders  of  the  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of    law  may  be  passed  authorizing  lhe<n  to  raise,  by 

jrVexandria.  praying  an  act  of  incorporation,  for    lottery  or  lotteries,  a  sum   not  exceeding  twenty 

||asons  staged   in  the  petition;  which  was  read,    thousand  dollars,  to   be  applied   to  the  objects  of 

k^d  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned.         i  their  constitutiou.  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 

J  Mr.  Campbell  presented   the   petition  of  the    was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 

resident  t»nd  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Me-  !  Messri.  Taylor,  Talbot,  and    Daggett,  were 

iopolis,  praying  an  act  of  incorporation,  for  rea-  |  appointed  the  commiitee. 

»pns  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  i      .Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 

•iferred  to  the  same  committee.  i  Cutis,  jun..  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the  reim- 

:'  Mr.   Brjwn   presented    the  petiiion   of   David  \  bursement  vf  money  paid  by  turn,  for  a  part  of  a 

porter,  a  Captain   in   the  Navy   of  the  United  :  vessel  sold  for  the  beneht  of  the  United  States, 

i|tates,  praying  the  exclusive  privilege  of  navi-    on  the  ground  of  a  decision  of  the  supreme  judi- 

jfiilin^.  for  a  limited  time,  the  waters  contiguous  j  cial  court  of  Massachusetts  district,  that  no  title 

fjy  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  vessels  of  his  in-    vested  by  said  sale  in  the  petitioner ;  and  the  pe- 

#enlion.   'jrorked   by  animal  power,  as  staled  in  j  tition  was  read,  and   referred  to   the  Committee. 

i^ie  petitio^i ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  se-    appointed  the   11th  December,  on   Finance,  and 


fleet  comrtiittee;  and   Messrs.  Brown.  Daggett 
ind  Tait  were  appointed  the  committee, 
i  Mr.  Bbjwn.  from  the  commiitee  to  whom  the 
^jbject  WTs  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
Jff  Joseph  Anderson ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
^ssed  to  ihe  second  reading. 
I     Mr.  VaHnum   presented  the  petition  «  f  Sarah 
♦jarvis  anjl   other-,  praying  payment  of  the  bal- 
Moce  whioh  may  be  found  due  to  Leonard  Jarvis 
f^pceased, ^or  services  during  the  Revolutionary 
■|rar,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
tj^nd  referred  to  a  select  commiitee;  and  Messrs 


an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

A  message  I'rom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  llie  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Thomas 
and  John  Clifford.  Elisha  Fisher,  and  Company, 
Thomas  Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son;" 
a  bill  entitled  '"An  act  to  authorize  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;''  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Markin;"'  also,  a  bill  entitled  '"An  act 
to  enlarge  the   time  for  ascertaining  the  annual 


ARNLM.^lACON.and  Ca.mpbell.  were  appointed    transfers,  and  changes  of  property  subject  to  the 


le  comnlittee 


*i  Mr.  cIace  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
*rvVhite,  playing  a  pension,  in  consideration  of 
,tivounds   ^ceived   in   the  service  of  his  country 

H      i 


direct  lax,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"'  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  St-nate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned   were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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Mr.  Williams  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  selling;  a  lot,  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  situated  in  the  towrn  of  Knoxville;  and 
that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise 

The  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  Joseph  Anderson  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  ;  and,  having  been  amended, 
the  Pre.sident  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly; and  on  the  question.  "  Siiall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?"'  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Morrow  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
t>c  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  the  aggregate  quan- 
tity of  lands  due  lor  bounties  to  the  soldiers  enlisted 
into  the  army  during  the  late  war;  and  in  case  it  shall 
appear  that  a  deficiency  exists,  either  in  the  quantity 
or  quality  of  the  lands  already  designated  and  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose,  that  the  said  committee  report, 
by  bill  or  otherwise,  the  provisions  necessary  for  the 
lull  and  speedy  allotment  of  lands  engaged  to  be 
granted  to  the  said  itoldiers. 


Thurhday,  January  4. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  compre- 
hending >tatemenls  of  the  expenditure  and  ijp- 
plicatton  ol  such  sums  of  money  as  have  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
for  the  use  of  the  Military  Department,  from  the 
1st  of  October,  Ihlt,  to  llOth  September,  1S15. 
inclusive,  conformably  to  the  act  further  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  tlie  establishment  and  regu- 
lation of  the  Treasury,  "War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, passed  March  3,  1809;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  was 
referred  th«  bill  relative  to  evidence,  in  cases  of 
naturalization,  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Barry,  sailingmasler.  and  George  Hodge,  boat- 
swain, in  the  Navy  Yard  of  the  United  Slates  at 
Washington,  praying  indemnitication  for  the  loss 
of  household  furniture,  books,  and  instruments  of 
navigation,  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  24th  of  Au- 
gust, 1814,  as  is  staled  in  the  petition;  whicli  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  wis 
referred,  the  20ih  of  December,  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Murray. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  3d  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  ihe  expediency  of 
selling  a  lot.  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
situated  in  the  town  of  K  oxville,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  .Messrs  Wii.lia.ms.  Hintlr' and 
RuGGLEs,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The   bill  entitled    "An    act.    lor    the    relief  of 

Charles  Markin."'  was  read  tiie  second   time,  and 

referred  to  the  committee,  lo  whom  was  referred 

the  7th  December,  ilie  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 

lllh  Co.\.  1st  Svss.  — -i 


tive  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Missis.sippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  tiie  petition  of  Thomas 
Sloo.  register  of  the  land  office,  and  John  'Cald- 
well, receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  Shawneeiown, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation,  for  reasons 
slated  in  the  petition  ;  whicii  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred 10  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act.  to  enlarge  the  time 
for  asceriainin?  the  annual  transfers  and  changes 
of  property,  subject  lo  the  direct  tax,  and  for  other 
purnose.s,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  11th  December, 
on  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act,  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  Elisha  Fisher  and 
Company,  and  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son."  was 
read  the  second  lime,  and  rcl'erred  to  the  commit- 
tee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act,  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost,  capiirred,  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States.-'  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  ifie  third  instant,  lor  instructing  the 
Commiitee  on  .Military  Affairs,  in  relation  to 
lands  due  for  bounties  to  the  soldiers,  enlisted  into 
the  armv  during  the  late  war.  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  tiie  relief  of  Jose{>h  Anderson  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


Friday,  January  5. 

Mr.  RoBEKTs  presented  the  petition  of  John 
I  Mc.Mullin,  and  others,  goldsmiths,  silverstaiihs. 
j  and  jewellers,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  law  imposing  du- 
nes on  domestic  maiiufticlures.  for  reasons  slated 
I  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee. appointed  the  11th  December,  on 
Maiiufacture>. 
I      Mr.  Tait  from   the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
,  fairs,  communicated  a  letter    from  the  Secretary 
for   the   Department  of    Navy,  together  with  a 
;  statement  exhibiting  ihe  names,  rates,  and   sta- 
;  lions  of  the  respective  ves^els  in  the  Navy  of  the 
I  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  John  L. 
Pierson.  late    Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Pennsylva- 
nia  mililia.  in   the  service  of  the  United   Slates, 
praying  to  be  reimbursed,  a  certain  sum  of  money 
recovered  of  him  by  a  judgment  of  court,  for  ra- 
I  lions   obtained  and  used   by   the  regiment  under 
his  command,  while  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
:  United  States,  as  is  slated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
'  was    read,  and    referred  lo  a  select    cotumittee; 
and  Messrs.  RoEERTs.  Barry,  and  Turner,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday.  January  S. 

Jekl.miau    .Mason,   from    ilie   Slate    of   New 
Hampshire,  took  his  sc^at  in  tne  Senate. 

.Mr.  FftoMENTiN-from  the  committee  to  whom 
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the  iubject  v^s  referred,  reported  a  bill  confirm-  |  the  Senate,  and  agreed  thereto:  and  Messrs.  Fro- 
io^  ^3  the  Navigation  Company  uf  New  Orlean!.  |  mentin,  Lacock.  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the 
iin  (ise  and  iJossession  of  a  lot  in  said  city  ;  and     committee. 

II  was  rtjad,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
.  Tavl^r  presented  the  petition  of  John  i  liam  Morrissett.  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
den   an(4   others,  a  committee  m  behalf  of  I  referred   to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  llih  of 

December. on  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Fanninj;,"  was  read  tlie  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Messr^>.  Wil- 
son, King,  and  Brown,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mar- 


lh«|Mechanic{  Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  pray- 
JDf  4°  act  of  incorporation  ;  which  was  read,  and 
rel  Jred  to  tlje  committee  appointed  the  second 


iD.'ftAnt.  on  liii^  petition  of  the  same  persons. 

*r.  Lacocjc  presented  tlie  petition  of  a  large 

rong  county, 
the  discon- 
he  mail  on 


th^  j;5abbath  j  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re-  ^  tin  Cole,  John  Pollock.  John  We-^tner,  and  Abra- 
ferikd  to  the  •committee  to  whom  was  referred,  ham  Welty."'  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  re- 
onMie  22d  December,  the  petitions  on  the  same  j  ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  7lh  of  De- 


SU'^iCt, 


cember,  on  the  memorial  of  the   Legislature  of 


pLr.  RoBEfJTS  presented  the  memorial  of  Sie-  |  the  Mississippi  Territory. 
|)h|J  Girard,*and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  ,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
ti)»l|>assage  (4  a  law  prohibiting  the  exportation  j  Holker.  formerly  Consul  General  of  France. 
fjf'j'ecie,  for  I  period  not  less  than  twelvemonths,  |  praying  the  renewal  of  certain  loan-office  certifi- 
tjori  ^reasons  slated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  caies  destroyed  by  tire,  as  staled  in  the  memorial, 
re^  and  refej-red  to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  j  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for 
^ii| December,  on  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  Na-  i  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
tic  Al  Currerjcy.  The   bill   coj^ifirming  to  the  Navigation  Com- 

,|r.  FRO.MEpTINSUl 

jV>i|4>^tisidera{iun  : 


>* 


ibniitted  the  following  motion  '  l>a:iy  of  New  Orleans  ihe  use  and  possession  of  a 

I  lot  in  the  >aid  city;  was  read  the  second  time. 


>  .  ^ioltfd,  Tjiat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
ifit  'the  propril-ty  of  increasing,  by  law,  the  salaries  of 
fh«  Officers  of  fhe  Senate,  with  power  to  report  by  bill 
yr   otherwise.   • 

»  llhe  Senaje  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
y^  ivole,  the  J'onsider.ition  of  the  bill  relative  to 
ev  fence  in  <ja*es  of  naturalization,  together  wit[i 
ih  i*amendirient?  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
ao  Jmitiee  ;  iind  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the 
in  Jier  consi^leraiion  thereof  was  postponed  until 
?o  borrow.    ? 

,  lihe  follov^ring  Message  was  received  from  the 
)pi|^iDE?iT  (Jf  the  United  Statej  : 

he  Senate  Vind  House  of 

Kepresdnlatires  of  the  L'nited  States  . 
Lommunicjite,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
^t  of  the  director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operation  of 
•tablishn^ent.  during  the  last  year. 

J  J.\MES  .\fADISON. 

le  Message  was  read. 

,  y  raessage|frora  the  House  of  Representatives 
Jap^med  thejSenate  that  the  House  have  passed 

iam 
ilief 
act 
tJij*ie  relief  (if  Martin  Cule.John  Pollock,  George 
iy -^mer.  anij  Abraham  Welty  ;"  in  which  bills 
iyi<  'i  request  .the  concurrence  of  tiie  Senate, 
f  '  ,^e  three  {bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
^a  4;d  to  thepccond  reading. 

•     '  ♦  

i<  4  ;TcEsDAY.  January  0. 

;  (  he  Scna^"  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
(n'  ion  inade{the  8lh  instant,  for  the  appointment 
vjU;  k  commit(ee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
jl^«^«^iDg-  t'y  law,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 


{Bi|[|meu  mejoenaie  tnat  tne  Mouse  have  pass 
i  (j4l,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  WiIUj 
|4Tfisseti;"|a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rel 
•frtenry   Fanning;"  also  a  bill  entitled  "An£ 


Tlie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  relative  to 
evidence  lu  cases  of  naturalization,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  and  the  blanks  filled  with  the  word 
'five.'"  the  Pre>ident  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Hou^e  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  ibe 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  ac- 
companied by  two  reports,  on  claims  for  land  in 
ihe  State  of  Louisiana  ;  which  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  Tih  of  De- 
cember, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Mi.ssissippi  Territory. 

Mr.  WiLduN  .submitted  the  following  motion 
fur  consideration  : 

Itesolted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  revising  and  digesting  the  sev- 
eral  acts  of  Congress  on  the  Hubjcct  of  naturalization  ; 
or,  of  compiling  and  publishing  the  said  acts,  and  dis- 
tributing the  same  to  the  officers  of  the  ge%eral  courts 
authorized  to  issue  certificates  of  naturalization. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  concerning  the  Convention  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  between  the  territories  of  the 
United  Slates  and  His  Britannic  Majesty  ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  pa>.sed  to  the  second  read- 
ing.    The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  bill  concerning  the  Convention  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce between  the  territories  of  the  United  8tatei> 
and  His  Dritannic  Majesty. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  'J'hat  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts 
as  is  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Convention  be- 
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tween  the  United  States  and  Hi«  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  ratifications  whereof  were  mutually  exchanged, 
the  twenty-second  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  be  of  no  force  or  effect. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  HORSES  LOST. 
Mr.   Talbot   presented    the   memorial    of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  prayin? 
compensation   for   horses   lost   by  the  citizens  of 
that  Slate,  during  the  late  war,  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred   to  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  the  llih  December,  on  Military 
Affairs.     The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  the   honorable   the   Senate  and    House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  uf  .\inerica,  in  Con- 
gress assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  a  subject  of  considerable  importance  to  many 
of  their  citizens,  who  unfortunately  lost  their  horses 
during  the  various  campaigns  carried  on  from  this 
State,  in  the  late  war  with  the  British  and  their  savage 
allies,  particularly  on  the  .Northwestern  frontier,  where 
the  losses  sustained  were  peculiarly  severe,  owing  to 
many  circumstances  which  we  will  detail,  and  which 
at  the  time  demanded  every  sacrifice. 

The  extensive  wdderness  bordering  upon  our  North- 
western frontier,  every  part  of  which  was  infested  by 
a  cruel  and  savage  enemy,  made  it  necessary  that 
large  bodies  of  mounted  riflemen  should  be  employed 
in  order  to  meet  the  various  attacks  of  an  insidious 
foe,  and  to  comply  with  which  the  people  of  the  West- 
ern country  never  hesitated,  or  inquired  what  com{)en- 
eation  was  to  be  made  them.  They  relied  upon  the 
justice  of  their  country,  which,  they  believed,  would 
never  be  withheld  from  the  .soldier  who  had  risked  his 
life  in  defence  of  his  country's  rights. 

The  Legislature  arc  aware  of  the  provision  made 
by  act  of  Congress  for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses  lost 
by  mounted  men  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  they  have  no  doubt  there  are  some  cases  which 
have  not  as  great  claims  upon  the  Government  as 
others.  Yet,  when  the  situation  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky is  taken  into  consideration,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  claims  of  her  citizens  to  compensation  for  hor.^es 
lost  during  the  war  will  be  found  not  inferior  to  any 
other  section  of  the  Union.  Placed  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  scene  of  military  operations,  the 
calls  for  men  by  the  Ciovernment  were  generally  made 
at  a  time  when  the  greatest  despatch  and  energy  were 
required. 

In  the  Summer  of  1812, the  surrender  of  General 
Hull,  the  fall  of  Detroit,  Mackinac,  and  Chicago,  and 
the  consequent  siege  of  Forts  Wayne  and  Harrison, 
called  aloud  for  all  the  patriotism  of  the  Siate  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  emergency  could  only  be  met  by  mounted  men. 
who,  in  a  few  days,  were  found  filling  up  the  ranks  of 
Generals  Harrison  and  Hopkins;  the  remaining  forts 
were  saved,  the  frontiers  protected,  a  savage  enemy 
checked  in  his  bloody  career,  and  destruction  and  ret- 
ribution carried  back  into  his  own  country  ;  and  the 
various  tribes  of  hostile  Indians,  flushed'with  their 
recent  success,  were  driven  to  seek  refuge  under  the 
cannon  of  their  British  friends. 

In  aid  of  which  important  services,  the  regiment  of 
dragoons  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Simrall,  the 


volunteer  company  of  Captain  Smith,  and  the  twelve 
months'  volunteers  with  Captain  Garrard,  contributed 
their  full  portion  of  zeal  and  patriotism  at  the  battle  of 
Mississinewa  in  the  midst  of  winter,  besides  many 
other  important  services,  which  lost  to  them  many 
horses  besides  those  killed  in  battle.  These  are  cases 
which  richly  deserve  the  notice  of  a  grateful  country. 
Early  in  the  year  181.3  a  regiment  of  mounted  rifle- 
men, under  the  command  of  Col.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
was  hurried  into  service  to  relieve  Fort  Meigs  and 
protect  the  frontiers  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  This  regi- 
ment was  usefully  employed,  and  it  is  believed  fully 
answered  the  expectation  of  their  country.  Previous 
to  the  second  investiture  of  Fort  .Meigs',  they  pene- 
trated far  into  the  enemy's  country,  and  by  forced 
marches  reached  that  important  post  at  a  critical  pe- 
riod, and  were  employed  by  the  Commanding  General 
to  procure  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements  near 
Maiden  ;  by  which  means  General"  Harrison  was  ena- 
bled to  carry  on  his  operations  in  securitv.  These, 
and  subsequent  marches  of  unusual  celerity,  had  a 
tendency  to  break  down  and  destroy  many  of  the  best 
horses  belonging  to  that  corps. 

Again,  when  it  was  found.  late  in  the  month  of 
July,  181.3,  that  the  contemplated  force  of  regular 
troops  could  not  be  collected,  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral of  the  Northwestern  Army  was  compelled  to  call 
upon  the  Governor  of  Kentucky  for  an  additional  mili- 
tia force. 

The  lateness  of  the  season,  the  necessity  of  the 
times,  the  importance  of  the  service  required',  as  well 
as  the  critical  period  which  had  arrived,  in  which  the 
hopes  of  a  desponding  country  were  to  be  realized  or 
again  blasted — all  combined  to  point  out  to  the  Exec- 
utive of  this  State  that  mounted  men  could  alone  meet 
the  approaching  crisis,  and  render  that  service  so 
loudly  called  for  by  every  friend  to  his  country.  With 
these  views,  it  is  well  known  that  between  three  and 
four  thousand  mounted  men  rallied  round  the  standard 
of  their  country,  which  had  been  erected  by  the  vener- 
able Shelby,  many  of  whom  had  to  travel  between  two 
and  three  hundred  miles  before  they  reached  the  point 
of  rendezvous.  With  these  troops,  without  delaying 
a  single  day  unnecessarily,  the  Governor  of  Kentucky 
moved  on  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Northwestern 
army,  where  his  arrival  was  as  critical  as  it  was  im- 
portant, and  absolutely  necessary  to  meet  the  views  of 
General  Harrison.  Forced  marches  were  required  and 
performed  ;  our  citizens  did  not  linger  on  the  road,  or 
suffer  their  spirits  to  be  depressed  ;  for  many,  after 
losing  their  horses  by  fatigue,  would  keep  up  with  the 
army  on  foot,  to  the  astonishment  as  well  as  pride  of 
their  country  and  fellow-soldiers. 

We  cannot  avoid  further  stating  to  your  honorabK 
body  that,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  Commodore 
Perry's  success  upon  Lake  Erie,  and  carry  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  country,  it  was  necessary  to  leave 
the  horses  of  the  troops  enclosed  in  the  peninsula 
formed  by  the  Sandusky  Bay  and  Portage  river,  where 
they  subsisted  in  the  forest  upwards  of  one  month, 
which  much  reduced  them,  and  consequently  produced 
many  serious  and  unavoidable  losses  on  the  homeward 
march,  as  a  sufficiency  of  forage  could  not  be  procured 
at  that  place.  An  important  victory  was  gained,  and 
the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  tl^e  Government 
realized.  And  will  the  nation  now,  on  the  return  of 
peace,  refuse  to  remunerate  our  citizens,  many  of 
whom  are  poor,  and  some  of  whom  have  lost  their 
only  horse ''     We   trust  not,  and  therefore  earnestlj 
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st'^iU  the  attei^ion  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  which, 
t«b^h  of  smatj  moment  l6  the  nation  at  large,  yet  is 
fUtant  to  inilividuais. 

V' 4-  would  abo  include  the  cases  of  horses  lost  dur- 
(rie    Fall  o|  1814,  under   Major   P.   Dudley,  who 


VtU] 


strMl  with  {ij?neral  McArthur,  m  Upper  Canada, 
Kh4fwe  belie\^,  rendered  important  services  to  our 
c  'uOry  in  cutt,ng  off  the  supphes  of  the  enemy,  and 
whj*.  would  hiive  been  most  severely  felt  by  them  in 
ces^f  nother  ctimpaign  had  opened  in  that  quarter. 

can  her  titizens  have  Ics*  claim  on   the  justice 
lA  t#,ir  countrl  to  remunerate  them  for  lost  property, 

wh?  (Juring  an>  inclement  season,  and  through  a  coun- I  i    .        ■  ■  i    i     i   n 

tryUeopled    hi"    savage    enemies   onlv,   encountered  '  ^'"PO^i^'^  '^''''^"^  ^'"^"'^'»^"!  5  ^°^'''^  ^''' ^^s 
e/eB  danger  ajid  difficulty  in  the  wagon  department.  I  cooMdered  as  in  Committee  ol    the  Whole  ;  and 

rting  provisions,  forage,  and  camp  equipage  for    pas^ed  to  the  second  reading, 
rmy  and  garrisons  of  the  Northwest;  many  of'      ^l"";  Frcmenti.n,  Irom  the  commiltee.  reported 

were  mcjuced  to  embark  in  that  dangerous  em-    'he  bill  concerning  evidence  in  cases  ol  naturali- 


is  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  9th  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  acommiitee  toinquire  into  theexpediency  of  re- 
vising and  digesting  the  several  acts  of  Congress, 
on  the  subject  of  naturalization,  and  agreed  tliere- 
to ;  and  Messrs.  Dana,  Wilso.n,  and  Lacock, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  .Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Jonathan  B.  Eastman,' 
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froil*  1 
renM' 


•nore  fronj   a  desire  to  serve  their  country  than 


froii*.  the   pros[)ect  of  gain.     Sot   were    the   serMces 


tac||  tr 
Ituyjll. 


ed   their  jcountry  by   the   detachment   of   Ken- 
troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  William 
on  theWabash  river,  less  meritorious,  nor  the 
■ustainetl  by  them  less  just  to  remunerate, 
ihereforr  most  seriously  request  that  the  cases 
en  l^c  hordes  ijlluded  to  in  this  memorial  be  attended 
*  iV^  ^^^^  ^^  citizens  be  fully  compensated,  as  far 
•  justice  if  their  several  cases  may  require ;  and, 
c   purposij  of  bringing   this  >ubject  before  Con- 
be  it         j' 

okedby  Lhe  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
|A  of  Ktnnucky,  That  the  (iovernor  of  this  Slate 
{Uested  to  traoismit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  me- 
1  to  each  ^f  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 


CoA^ress,  wilhja   request   that  they  immediately  lay 

the  #me  befor(|  that  body,  and  th"' **" -u   ;    i     . 

inH  Ince  to  ha  e  the  same  comp 
the  itature  of  tl|e  case  will  admit. 

\  JOHN  J.  C 


thellme  beforifthat  body,  and  that  they  use  their  best  |  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
inH  ^nce  to  ha^e  the  same  complied  with  as  soon  as  |  *  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  discharge 

of  James  Jewett.  from  his  imprisonment;''  also 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
S.  Wise,'"  in    which  bills  they  request   the  con- 


zation,  correctly  engrossed  ;  andon  motion,  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  concerning  the  convtniion,  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  between  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Sa.nford,  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrosstd. 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  lo  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repnsentatives 


proved 


RITTENDEN, 
Speciser  nf  the  House  of  Represent  at  ires. 

R.  HICKMAN, 
i  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

I^ecembcr  21,  1815. 


currence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read, 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


and 


n 


ISAAC  SHELBY 


\ 


WlenNEdDAY.  January  10. 


Thursday,  January  11. 
The  Pre.sident  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 


^^  ^  . —----.*.       V,|..-.f 

W|iLLiAM  II.  Weli.s.  from  the  Siate  of  Dela-  |  ing  that  Uavid  Floyd,  and  his  associates,  may  be 


^^a  i.  took  hi^j  seat  in  the  Senate 

•le  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Sei  ^tary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  sums 
r«?s  Actively  jjaid  to  eacii  clerk  in  the  several 
cffi  is  of  thatj  Department,  for  services  rendered 
dui  Jg  the  y*ar  1S15.  made  in  obedience  to  the 
pre  i«sions  of  ihe  act  of  April  21. 1S06,  to  regulate 
ani  iix  the  cc^xipensaiion  of  clerks;  and  the  re- 
pot Iwas  read, 

'  l<.  Bro'a."^  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Ap  l^atesby  J'ijnes,  a  iieiitenant  in  the  \avy  of 
tut  iTnited  Sjates.  for  himself,  .iiid  in  behalf  of 
tt^«  flTicers  ajfid  crews  of  the  division  of  gun- 
by;  |.  lately  uioder  his  command  near  Ship  Isl- 
afi  iwhich  w,is.  on  the  14th  of  December.  1S14, 
ati  ^ked  and  ijaptured  by  a  detachment  from  the 
3e  i;  under  th^  command  of  Admiral  Sir  Alex- 
cifl  |r  Cochrane,  praying  compensation  for  their 
c|c  aing  and  pther  property  which  they  lost,  as  j 


authorized  to  open  and  work  a  certain  salt-spring 
in  the  said  Territory,  as  is  stated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  the  7th  of  December  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  .Mississippi 
Territory. 

Mr.  HoR3EY  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Tilton,  late  Physician  and  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  of  of  the  United  States,  praying  an  al- 
lowance for  rations,  forage,  quarters,  postage. 
&.C..  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  an  annual  benevolence  that  n)ay  sustain  him 
above  want  and  dependence,  in  consideration  of 
his  long  and  faithful  public  services,  as  stated  in 
tiie  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Horsey.  Co.ndit, 
and  Tait.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tait.  from   the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, communicated  sundry  documents   relative 
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to  the  operations  of  the  squadron  under  command 
of  Commodore  Decatur,  against  the  Barbary 
Powers;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Cannon,  and  others,  claimants  of  oublic  lands, 
praying  provision  may  be  made  by  law  for  their 
indemnification,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  26th  December,  the  petition 
of  Walter  Sims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  dis- 
charge of  James  Jewett  from  his  imprisonment.'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Varnl'm.  Daggett,  and 
Macon,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  S.  Wise,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enlarge  the 
lime  for  ascertaining  the  annual  transfers  and 
changes  of  property  subject  to  the  direct  tax.  and 
for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Fanning,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  engrossed  bill,  relative  to  evidence  in 
cases  of  naturalization,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
B.  Eastman,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FROMENTiN,from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  rel^erred,  reported  a  bill  to  fix  the 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there- 
in mentioned,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
to  the  Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleans  the 
use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said  city  ;  and 
on  motion,  by  .Mr.  Fromentin,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
aflirmative. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported,  in  part,  a  bill  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  certain  Naval  officers  therein  named; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 


Friday.  January  12. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  relative  to  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  of  that  Department  for  the  year  1815; 
which  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  peti- 
tion of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Clermont,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  praying  ihe 
discontinuance  of  the  carrying  and  opening  of 
the  mail  on  the   Sabbath;  and  the  petition  was 


read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred,  on  the  22d  December,  the  petitions 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Beaver  county,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  subject. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varncm,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  Jervis, 
and  others,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of^  Jacob 
Wrighter,  of  Trenton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  a  pension,  in  consideration  of  wounds  re- 
ceived while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  instant,  the 
petition  of  Robert  White. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
King,  and  others,  members  of  the  congregation 
of  Trinity  Church  in  Georgetown. praying  author- 
ity to  raise  by  lottery  a  sum  sufficient  to  enlarge 
their  church,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  Messrs.  Horsey.  Varncm.  and  Bar- 
bour, were  appointed  the  commiltee. 

The  bill  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany of  New  Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a 
lot  in  said  city,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain 
Naval  officers  therein  named,  was  read  the  second 
time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait.  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  of  the  officers 
of  the  Senate  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  '"An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fanning;"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  ' 
act  to  enlarge  the  time  for  ascertaining  the  annual 
transfers  and  changes  of  property  subject  to  the 
direct  tax, and  for  other  purposes;"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  15. 

Mr.  Howell  presented  the  petition  of  James 
D'Wolf,  of  Bristol,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying  the  patronage  of  Congress  to  the  cotton 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Lawrence,  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
officers  and  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  pri- 
vates, composing  the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer 
in  the  Summer  of  the  year  1814.  praying  payment 
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for  (  rrtain  vesijels  and  cargoes,  captured  and  de- 
stroy JU,  beloniing  to  the  eneray  of  the  United 
Sisii  j.  as  siatej  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read, 
ani  ^ferred  to|the  Coramiltee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
M -IGoldsbIjrough  presented  the  petition  of 
Isas^Burnestyn,  and  others,  a  committee  ap- 
poMi  \i  by  thejcotton  manufacturers  in  the  city 
ofB,  firnore.piayiog  the  patronage  and  guardian- 
shipU"  Congreis,  as  slated  in  the  petition;  which 
WIS*  ad.  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 

Q  1  motion  V  Mr.  Horsey, 

0  Mered,  TKat  eight  hundred  copies  of  the  fol- 
io,? ^  papers,,  relative  to  the  public  roads  and 
can^  1*.  be  printed  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of 
Clio  :ress.  viz:  i 

A  resolution, of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  March. 
ISO"  ,: 

lA  i'fJlter  fronj  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

•Ji  ircport  of  liie  same. 

JVJ  ri  Latrobe'i  communication,  marked  E. 

M  '^  Fulton'4 letter,  marked  F. 

>M  -Barbou^  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Liv  ;Court  ofrthe  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
D^st  jet  of  Coljjmbia,  praying  the  establishment 
ofa  ^.-nitentiaijy,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memo- 
riJil ,  /which  wajs  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
ra»tti;  and  Messrs.  Barbol'r,  Goldsborouoh, 
aniJ    *0R3EV,  v»|ere  appointed  the  committee. 

M  I  Tait,  frem  the  Committee  on  .\aval  Af- 
fajfj  pmrauni^rated  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
for  l|ri  Departryent  of  Navy,  containing  estimates 
oftlijv  expense  ^f  building  and  equipping  one  sev- 
entyifour,  two  jorty-fours,and  two  sloops  of  war ; 
whiM  were  re^d. 

TB  bill  enli|led  "An  act  to  enlarge  the  time 
foi-  *j:ertaininjj|the  annual  transfers  and  changes 
of  pi^erty  subject  to  the  direct  tax.  and  for  other 

pUritiies."   Wasirparl   a    tUirA   limn    «,»,1 1 


T 

Fiin 

tI 

bill 
officj 
0 


bes. "  wasjread  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

^  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 

Ins''  was  J-ead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

V  Senate 'resumed  the  consideraiion  of  the 

^thorizin^the  appointment  of  certain  Naval 

is  thereinjnaraed. 

^he  queswon,  "Shall  this  bill  be  en<Trossed 


>ei       -  .  -_   - ...__ 

anJl^ad  a  ihirjl  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
atnrlative. 

A  luessase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
in(u  jied  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  'ji,  -entitled  |An  act  to  regulate  the  commerce 
be^v  en  the  Ui^ited  States  and  the  territories  of 
Hik  .{ritannic  ^.lajesty,  according  to  the  Conven- 
tionpncluded,the  3d  day  of  July.  1815;  and  the 
raut^^tions  of  U-hich  were  exchanged  on  the  22d 
dajf  tl  December,  1815,"  in  which  they  request 
the  ^.^ncurrenct  of  the  Senate. 

T|i  bill  lastjmentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  u  Jf  second  reading. 

r  {•  Senate  Vesumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VV  Lj  *,  the  consideration  of  the  bill   to  fix   the 

coml^nsationsifihe  officers  ofthe  Senate  therein 
m^nji|>ned  ;  an}  after  progress,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
IJac  .^TT,  the  Airther  consideration  thereof  was 
post   ^ned  untilj  Wednesday  next. 

.^J  •  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
C04:  Jeration:  i 

'.'    '  i 

' .  i  #  . 


Resolved,  That  a  committee  he  appointed,  to  inquire 
whether  any  provision  la  necessary  for  aulhoming  the 
proper  officers,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  payment  of 
the  sums  which  the  Senators  and  Kepresentatives  in 
Congress  are  entitled  by  law  to  receive  from  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  in  compensation  for  their 
services. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  sale  of  public  lands;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  oq 
the  subject  of  a  marine  hospital  lor  that  port; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  ."elect  com- 
mittee ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Bibb,  and  Daggett, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  eniiiled  '•  An  act  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce between  the  United  States  and  the  terri- 
tories of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  according  to  the 
convention  concluded  on  the  3d  day  of  July, 
1815.  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  ex- 
changed on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1815,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill  authorizing   the  sale  of  public  lands 

was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 

Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  on  the  question, 

ShaU  this   bill   be  engrossed,  and   read  a  third 

tune  ?"  It  was  determined  ia  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  cer- 
tain Naval  officers  therein  named,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pa>s,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be.  "An  act  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  Admirals." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  15th  instant,  for  the  appoint- 
ment ot  a  committee  to  inquire  whether  any 
provision  is  necessary  lor  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  vums  which  the  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives are  entitled  to  receive  in  compensa- 
tion for  their  services;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr. 
RoBERT.s,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Varnlm.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  discharge  of  James  Jewett  from  his  im- 
prisonment," reported  it  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  read,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motion,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Wed.ne6Day,  January  17. 
The  PREriiDE.NT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  containing  a  list  of  contracts 

Mr.  Turner  presented  the  petuion  of  William 
U  Neale  and  Robert  Taylor,  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington,  praying   compensation    for   a   schooner 
chartered  to  the  United  States  to  attend  the  fio- 
tilia  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Barney 
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Id  June,  1814,  which  was  sunk  in  the  river  Pa- 
tuxent,  to  prevent  her  and  the  property  on  board 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  stated 
10  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wife."  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thos. 
1.  Allen,  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
brig  Argus;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fro.mentin.  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  public  lands,  cor- 
rectly engrossed  ;  and.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mor- 
row, It  was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Williams,  Hunter,  and  Ruggle3.  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Nlr.  BiBB.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the 
territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  according 
to  the  convention  concluded  the  3d  day  of  July. 
1815.  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  ex- 
changed on  the  22d  day  of  December.  1815."  re- 
ported It  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  discharge  of  William  Jewett 
from  his  imprisonment."  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Sir.  Taylor,  the  petition  of 
James  Jewett,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  the 
compensation.s  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there- 
in mentioned  ;  and.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait.  it 
was  recormniiied  to  a  select  committee,  lurther 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  La- 
cock,  WiLdON.  and  Varnu.m,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Charles  King,  and  others, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  lottery  in  George- 
town, District  ot  Columbia;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of  Cornelia 
Livingston  and  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
of  the  infant  children  of  Philip  Livingston,  de- 
ceased, and  the  heirs  of  his  father,  praying  fur- 
ther time  may  be  allowed  them  for  protecting 
their  titles  and  establishing  their  claims  to  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  as  stated 
in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  the  7ih  of  December, 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. 


Thursday.  January  18. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  Janrts 
Levins,  of  South  Carolia,  praying  compensation 
for  vanquishing  and  bringing  into  the  United 
States,  as  prisoners  of  war.  one  midshipman  and 
four  seamen,  of  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  alone 
and  unassisted, as  stated  in  the  memorial  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  fixing  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  therein  mentioned,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  States'  brig  Argus,  was  read  a  second 
lime. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  lottery  in  Georgetown, 
District  of  Columbia,  was  read  the  second  time. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GRE.\T  BRITAIN. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  e[;titled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, according  to  the*convention  concluded  the 
3d  day  of  July,  1815,  and  the  ratificationsof  which 
were  exchanged,  on  the  22d  day  of  December, 
1615  ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House:  and.  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be 
read  a  third  time?" 

Mr.  James  Barbour  rose  and  addressed  the 

Chair  as  follows  :  Mr.  President,  as  it  seems  to  be 

the  wish  of  the  Senate  to  pass  upon  this  subject 

without  debate,  it  adds  to  the  reluctance  I  always 

feel  when  compelled,  even  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to 

'  intrude  on  their  attention.     Yet,  as  I  feel  myself 

obliged,  under  the  solemn  responsibility  attached 

to  the  station  I  hold  here,  to  vote  against  the  bill 

I  under  consideration — as  I  think,  also,  it  is  but  a 

I  due  respect  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 

I  ture.  from  whom  it  is  my  misfortune  to  differ, 

and  but  an  act  of  justice  to  myself  to  state  the 

grounds  of  my  opinion.  I  must  be  pardoned  for 

departing  from  the  course  which  seemed  to  be 

desired  by  the  Senate. 

In  the  exercise  of  this  privilege,  with  a  view  to 
promote  the  wishes  of  the  Senate  as  far  as  a  sense 
of  duty  will  permit,  I  will  confine  myself  to  a 
succinct  view  of  the  most  prominent  objections 
which  lie  against  its  passage,  rather  than  indulge 
in  the  extensive  range  of  which  the  subject  is 
susceptible.  Before  I  enter  into  the  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  question,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  course  which  was 
adopted  by  us  in  relation,  to  this  subject.  A  bill, 
brought  in  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, passed  the  Senate  unanimously,  declaring 
that  all  laws  in  opposition  to  the  convention  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  con- 
cluded on  the  3d  July  last,  should  be  held  as  null 
and  void.  The  principle  on  which  this  body 
acted,  was,  that  the  treaty,  upon  the  exchange  of 
its  ratification,  did,  of  itself,  repeal  any  commer- 
cial regulation,  incompatible  with  its  provisions, 
existing  in  our  municipal  code;  it  being  by  us 
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beh(|4d  at  ihe'time  that  such  a  bill  was  not  ne- 
ceas*jy.  but  byU  declaratory  act,  it  was  supposed, 
all  d^.jibts  and  .iifficuliies,  should  any  exist,  might 
belrjjnoved.  This  bill  is  sent  to  the  House  of 
Rvp^isentaiivej.   who,   without   acting   thereon. 


January,  1816. 


j>^«>rii  1.111  \es.   WHO,   wiinoui   acting   tnereoi 
e»d^|s  the  on(|  under  consideration,  but  differing 
mi^tijally  frori  ours.     Far  from  pretending  an  i 
in^iriite  knowledge  of  the  course   of  business 
puj-:^>fd  by  thejtwo  Houses,  I  do  not  ?ay  that  the 
rui>d^jadoptcd  i',)  this  particular  case  is'irregular, 
bu^  ijit  has  uc^  the  sanction  of  precedent,  it  ap- 
pekrijo  me  to  ie  wanting  in  that  courtesy  which 
shfciU  be  perptjtually  cherished  between  the  two 
HfU||s.     It  wcijld  have  been  more  decorous  to 
ha^vt.icted  on  ^juriiill;  to  have  agreed  to  it  if  it 
wnrtijapprovedj;  to  reject  or  amend  it.     In  the 
laUier 
thj  V 


:ase.  upofc  its  being  returned  to  the  Senate, 
ws  of  th|  other  body  would  have  been  con- 
with  oiir  own.  and  we  might  then  have 
^     Irly  passe,    upon  the  subject.     A  different 
coiir  I  ,  howeve  ,  has  been  adopted  ;  and  if  a  re-  j 
gaj:d  '  0  enqueue  had  been  the  onlv  obstacle  to  I 
m-  s  i:  ipurt  to  ijie  bill,  it  would  have  been  readily  | 
gne|-     forms  he  substance,  and  not  the  shadow.  : 
whi(x^  weighs  \  iih  me.     The  difference  between  | 
the  *KO  bills  IS  rendered  important  by  lis  involv-  i 
in:;  ;|jJonstitui;onal  question.  ' 

II '4  my  misfortune,  for  such  I  certainly  esteem  | 
a,  iclJiffer  fronj  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla-  i 
lurtjfii  that  question;  were  it  a  difference  of  opin- ! 
ion  1|  the  exjjediency  of  a  measure,  it  might  I 
read|f  be  obviated,  as  being  entirely  free,  or°at  1 
'^*'''|«.*^°P^  ^^y  r"'"  P^'Je  ofopinion.    My  dispo-  I 
sitn5i|<is  to  mt^t,  by   mutual  concession,  those' 
wilh^hom  I  anj  in  the  iiabit  of  acting  ;  but  when  I 
a  pri^'tiple  of  tSe  Constitution  is  involved,  con- ! 
ceaii^i  and  conjpromi.se  are  out  of  the  question.  '■ 
W;j|  ^nc  eye  oji  the  sacred  charter  of  our  liber-  I 
lief,  I  id  the  otUr  on  the  solemn  sanction  under  i 
wh.cj!    I  act  hfjre,  I  surrender  myself  to  the  dic- 
tatfsj't^  my  be^i  judgment,  (weak  enough  God 
i\  „„  1  '•-a*■|e^sly  pursue  the  course  pointed  | 
Juides.     My   regret   is   certainly 
Ijby  the  rellection  that  there  is  no 
pinion  with  any  one  on  the  pro- 
pri'jtl^f  executing  the  treaty  with  good  faith— 
we  |7fer  only  is  to  the  manner  in  which  our 
coMilg)n  purpoji  shall  be  effected. 

g  difference  between  the  friends  of  the  bill, 

,i.^se  opposed  to  it  is^  as  I  understand  it,  this : 

raer  contend,  that  the  law  of  Congress,  dis- 

ating  betjveen  American  and  British  lon- 

jj  not  abr(|gated  by  the  treaty,  although  it.s 
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ceefltjiin  staiin,4  the  question  fair'ly,  for  "that  cer- 

laii^r,  ivas  my  vjish,  and  it  is  also  ray  deitnuina- 

"°rf.  if'^''^*^"^'*  "t '"  ''>e  same  spirit. 

aU|  then,  is  |he  issue  which  is  made  up  be- 
twe«;  -  ihe  friends  and  the  opponents  of  the  tjill  • 
and-:  lihoujh  inj  its  practical  effects  1  cannot  be- 
lieve  J  would  bt  of  consequence  which  way  ii  is 

\ 


decided,  yet,  as  the  just  interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  the  pivot  on  which  it  turns,  from  that 
consideration  alone  the  question  becomes  an  in- 
teresting one. 

Fortunately  for  us  we  have  a  written  Consii- 
luiion  to  recur  to.  dictated  with  the  utmo.'^t  pre- 
cision of  which  our  language  is  susceptible — it 
being  the  work  of  whatsoever  of  wisdom,  of  ex- 
perience, and  of  foresight,  united  America  pos- 
sessed. 

To  a  just  understanding  of  this  instrument,  it 
will  be  essentul  to  recur  to  the  object  of  its  adop- 
tion; in  this  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion. The  old  band  of  union  had  been  literally 
dissolved  in  its  own  imbecility;  to  remedy  this 
serious  evil,  an  increase  of  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  was  indispensable. 

To  draw  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
powers  thub  granted  to  the  General  Government, 
and  those  retained  by  the  States,  was  thef)riraary 
and  predominating  object.  In  conformity  with 
this  view,  we  find  a  general  enumeration  of  the 
powers  assigned  the  former,  of  which  Congress 
IS  made  tlie  depository  ;  which  powers,  although 
granted  to  Congress  m  the  first  instance,  are.  in 
ihe  same  instrument,  subsequently  distributed 
among  the  other  branches  ol  the  Government. 
Various  examples  might  be  adduced  in  support 
of  this  position.  The  following  for  the  present 
will  suffice:  Art.  1.  sec.  1.  of  the  Con.vtitution 
declares,  that  "all  legislative  powers  herein  grant- 

•  ed  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United 

•  States,  which   .shall   consist  of  a  Senate  and 
'House  of  llepre.veniatives."     Yet  we  find,  by 
the  seventh  section  of  the  same  article,  the  Presi- 
dent invested  with  a  large  share  of  legislative 
power.and.  in  fact,  constituting  an  integral  branch 
of  the  Legislature;   m  addition  to  this.  I  will  here 
oarely  add,  that  the  grant  of  the  very  power  «o 
regulate  the  exercise  of  which  gave  birth  to  this 
bill,  furnishes,  by  the  admission  of  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  another  evidence  oi  the  truth  of  this  po- 
sition,  as  I  shall  show  hereafter;  and,  therefore, 
to  comprehend   the  true  meaning  of  the  Cunsti- 
tution,  an  isolated  view  of  a  particular  clause  or 
section  will  involve  you  in  error,  while  a  compre- 
hensive one,  both  of  its  spirit  and  letter,  will  con- 
duct you  to  a  just  result;   when  apparent  colli- 
sions  will  be  removed,  and  vigor  and  effect  will 
be  given  to  every  part  of  tiie  instrument.     With 
this   principle  as  our  guide,  I  come  directly  to 
that  part  ol   the  Constitution  whicii  recognises 
tae  treaty-making  power.     In  the  2ii  clause,  2d 
sec,  2d  art.,  are  the  following  plain  and  emphatic 
words:  "He  (the  President)  shall  have  power, 

;  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 

•  ate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the 

•  beuaiors  present  concur.'  Two  considerations 
here  irresistibly  present  themselves— first,  there 
IS  no  limitation  to  the  exercise  of  the  power,  save 
>uch  restrictions  as  arise  from  the  Constitution 
as  to  the  subjects  on  which  it  is  to  act;  nor  is 
there  any  pa/ticipation  ol  the  power,  with  any 
other  branch  ol  the  Government,  m  any  way  al- 
luded to. 

Am  I  borne  out  iu  this  declaration  by  the  clause 
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referred  to  ?  That  I  am,  seems  to  me  susceptible  of 
demonstration.  To  the  President  and  Senate 
has  been  imparted  the  power  of  making  treaties. 
Well,  what  is  a  treaty  ?  If  a  word  have  a  known 
signification  by  the  common  consent  of  mankind, 
and  it  be  used  without  any  qualification  in  a  law. 
constitution,  or  otherwise,  the  fair  inference  is 
that  the  received  import  of  such  word  is  intended 
to  be  conveyed.  If  so,  the  extent  of  the  power 
intended  to  be  granted  admits  of  no  difficulty.  It 
reaches  to  those  acts  of  courtesy  and  kindness, 
which  philanthropy  has  established  in  the  inter- 
course of  uationk,  as  well  as  to  treaties  of  com- 
merce, of  boundaries,  and.  in  fine,  to  every  interna- 
tional subject  whatsoever.  This  exposition  is  sup- 
ported by  such  unequivocal  authority,  that  it  is 
believed  it  will  not  be  questioned.  I.  therefore, 
infer  ihat  it  will  be  readily  yielded,  that  in  regard 
to  the  treaty,  in  aid  of  which  this  bill  is  exhibited, 
the  treaty-making  power  has  not  exceeded  its  just 
limits.  So  far  we  have  proceeded  on  sure  ground  ; 
we  now  come  to  the  pith  of  the  question.  Is 
the  legislative  sanction  necessary  to  give  it  effect  ? 
lanswer  in  ihenegative.  Why?  Because,  by  the 
second  clause  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  is  declared  that  all  treaties  made  or  which 
shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  If 
this  clause  means  anything,  it  is  conclusive  of  the 
question. 

If  the  treaty  be  a  supreme  law,  then  whatsoever 
municipal  regulation  comes  within  its  provisions 
must  ipso  facto  be  annulled — unless  gentlemen 
contend,  there  can  be  at  the  same  time  two  su- 
preme law.>.  emanating  from  the  same  authority, 
contlictiug  wall  each  other,  and  still  bolli  in  full 
Vigor  and  etlect.  This  would  indeed  |>roduce  a 
state  of  things  without  a  |)arallel  in  human  affairs, 
unless  indeed  its  like  might  be  found  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Popes.  In  one  instance,  we  are  told, 
there  were  three  at  one  lime  roaming  over  the 
Christian  world,  all  claiming  infallibility,  and 
denouncing  their  anathemas  against  all  who  failed 
to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  their  respective 
mandates,  when  to  comply  with  the  one  was  to 
disobey  the  other.  A  result  like  this,  so  monstrous 
in  Its  aspect,  excludes  the  interpretation  which 
produces  it.  It  is  a  safe  course  in  attempting  to 
ahceriain  the  meaning  of  a  law  or  constitution  to 
connect  different  clauses  (no  matter  how  detach- 
ed) upon  the  same  subject  together.  Let  us  do  it 
in  this  case.  The  President  shall  have  power,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
make  treaties,  which  treaties  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  I  seek  to  gain  no  surreptitious 
advantage  from  the  word  supreme,  because  I 
frankly  admit  that  it  is  used  in  the  Constitution, 
in  relation  lo  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the 
States ;  but  I  appeal  to  it  merely  to  ascertain  the 
high  authority  intended  lo  be  imparted  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  a  ratified  treaty. 
It  is  classed  in  point  of  dignity  with  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  We  ask  for  no  superiority, 
but  equality  ;  and  as  the  last  law  made  annuls 
a  former  one,  where  they  conflict,  so  we  contend 
that  a  subsequent  treaty,  as  in  the  present  case, 


revokes  a  former  law  in  opposition  thereto.  But 
the  other  side  contend,  that  it  is  inferior  to  the 
law  in  point  of  authority,  which  continues  in  full 
force  despite  of  a  treaty,  and  to  its  repeal  the  as- 
sent of  the  whole  Legislature  is  necessary.  Our 
claims  rest  on  the  expressed  words  of  the  Consti- 
tution— the  opposite  on  implication  ;  and  if  the 
latter  be  just,  I  cannot  forbear  to  say  that  the  fra- 
mers of  the  Constitution  would  but  ill  deserve 
what  I  have  heretofore  thought  a  just  tribute  to 
their  meritorious  services.  If  they  really  designed 
to  produce  the  effect  contended  for.  instead  of  so 
declaring  by  a  positive  provision,  they  have  used 
a  language  which,  to  my  mind,  operates  conclu- 
sively against  it.  Under  what  clause  of  the 
Constitution  is  the  right  to  exercise  this  power 
set  up  ?  The  reply  is,  the  3d  clause  of  8th  sec- 
tion 1st  article — Congress  shall  have  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  dec.  I 
immediately  inquire  to  what  extent  does  the  au- 
thority of  Congress,  in  relation  to  commercial 
treaties,  reach  ?  Is  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  ne- 
cessary  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  to  give  effect  to 
a  commercial  treaty  ?  It  is  readily  admitted  that 
it  is  not.  That  a  treaty,  whose  inliuence  is  ex- 
tra territorial,  becomes  obligatory  the  instant  of 
lis  ratification.  That,  as  the  aid  of  the  Legisla- 
ture is  not  necessary  to  its  execution,  the  Legis- 
lature have  no  right  to  interpose.  Iins  then  ad- 
mitted that  while  a  general  power  on  the  subject 
of  commerce  is  given  loCongress,  that  yet  import- 
ant commercial  regulations  may  be  adopted  by 
treaty,  without  the  co-operation  of  the  Legislature, 
notwithstanding  the  generality  of  the  grant  of 
power  on  commercial  subjects  to  Congress.  If  it 
be  true  that  the  President  and  Senate  have,  in 
their  treaty-making  power,  an  exclusive  control 
over  part  and  not  over  the  whole,  1  demand  to 
know  at  what  point  that  exclusive  control  ceases  ? 
In  the  clause  relied  upon,  there  is  no  limitation. 
The  fact  is,  sir.  none  exists.  The  treaty-making 
power  over  commerce  is  supreme.  No  legisla- 
tive sanction  is  necessary,  if  the  treaty  be  capable 
of  sell'-execution.  and  when  a  legislative  sanc- 
tion IS  necessary,  as  I  shall  moreat  large  hereafter 
show,  such  sanction,  when  given,  adds  nothing 
to  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  but  enables  the  prop- 
er authority  to  execute  it ;  and  when  the  Legis- 
lature do  act  in  this  regard,  it  is  under  such  obli- 
gation as  the  necessity  of  fulfilling  a  moral  con- 
tract imposes. 

If  It  be  inquired  of  me  what  I  understand  by 
the  clause  in  question,  in  answer  I  refer  to  the 
principle  with  which  I  set  out;  that  this  was  a 
grant  of  j)ower  to  the  General  Government  of 
which  Congress  was  in  the  first  instance  merely 
the  depository,  which  power,  had  not  a  portion 
thereof  been  transferred  to  another  branch  ol'  the 
Government,  would  have  been  exclusively  exer- 
cised by  Congress,  but  that  a  distribution  o(  this 
power  has  been  made  by  the  Constitution  ;  as  a 
portion  thereof  has  been  given  to  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power,  and  that  which  is  not  transferred  is 
lelc  in  the  possession  of  Congress.  Hence,  to 
Congress  it  is  competent  to  act  in  this  grant  in  its 
proper  character  by  establishing  municipal  regu- 
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laiioi  ^  The  Etresident  and  the  Senate,  on  the 
other  fiand,  havt  the  same  power  within  their 
sphc;  ,4  that  is.  iy  a  treaty  or  convention  with  a 
for&):  A  nation,  Xb  establish  such  regulations  in  re- 
gard il  commerce,  as  to  them  may  seem  friendly 
to  rl  i!  public  interest.  Thus  each  department 
mov  4  in  its  oto  proper  orbit,  nor  do  they  came 
in  c(  ■jsion  wit|  each  other.  It' they  have  exer- 
cisec  Jheir  respective  powers  on  the  same  subject, 
the  ^i  act,  whether  by  the  Legislature  or  the 
treaiftmaking  i>ower.  abrogates  a  former  one. 
The  i^egislaiui^  of  the  nation  may.  it  a  cause 
eiisi  '|n  their  judgment  sufficient  to  justify  it.  ab- 
rog'a  4  a  treaty.^as  has  been  done;  so  the  Presi- 
dent ind  Seiiatf  by  a  treaty  may  abrogate  a  pre- 
exis,  ig  law  coi;taining  interfering  provisions,  as 
ha*  5en  done  hj-retofore,  (without  the  right  being 
quei  >oned,)  an,l  as  we  say  in  the  very  case  under 
coDJ  .deration,  il  will  endeavor  to  make  myself 
und(,  stood  by  examples;  Congress  has  power. 
und«  Jihe  claus('  in  question,  to  lay  embargoes,  lo 
pass  Jon-interci)urse  or  non-importation  or  coun- 
terv,  ting  law^i  and  this  power  they  have  fre- 
qup:  4y  exercis.Jd.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  na- 
tion J^amstwhi)m  one  of  those  laws  is  intended 
to  0  |rate.  is  rnjide  sensible  of  her  injustice  and 
tend  ^s  reparaiii)n,  the  President  and  Senate  have 
pow  >  by  treat!  to  restore  the  amicable  relations 
beiv  *en  the  tvio  nations,  and  the  law  directing 
otlj«  kise.  uporl  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  is 
fort'  yith  anniiled.  Again,  if  Congress  should 
be  0  'iopinion  tfiat  the  offending  nation  had  not 
comtfced  with  v^eir  engagements,  they  might  by 
law  Invoke  ihejtreaty.  and  place  the  relation  be- 
iw«t(||  the  two  iations  upon  such  footing  as  they 
appi 
nou> 
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ed.  WKere  is  the  collision  here  ?  1  see 
uv^«j.  This  vi4w  of  the  subject  presents  an  as- 
pect ,fs  innocent  as  that  which  is  produced  when 
a  su  jequent  la-v  repeals  a  former  one.  By  this 
inte  ireiation  yju  reconcile  one  part  of  the  Con- 
stiiL  Jjn  with  another,  giving  to  each  a  proper 
♦a  result  ^Iways  desirable,  and  in  rules  of 
"uction  cUiming  a  precedence  to  all  oihers. 
tl.sir,  I  do  jQot  see  how  the  power  in  question 
jiave  beeri,'  otherwise  arranged.  The  power 
)  has  beecj  assigned  to  Congress  was  indis- 
peo-^le ;  without  it  we  should  have  been  at  the 
raer  I  of  a  fonjign  Government,  who,  knowing 
•^^  'iCompetenFy  of  Congress  to  act.  would  have 
Jted  our  commerce  to  the  most  injurious  reg- 
s.  as  wa-;  actually  the  case  before  the  adop- 
the  Conititution,  when  it  was  managed  by 
ates,  by  vyhom  no  regular  system  could  be 
shed  ;  inijeed  we  all  know  this  very  subject 
mong  thf  most  prominent  of  the  causes 
produce(|the  Constitution.  Had  this  state 
of  il-pgscontinljed,  no  nation  which  could  profit 
by  i^  [contrary  jrourse  would  have  treated.  On 
the  |>|her  hanti,  had  not  a  power  been  given  to 
somf  Jbrancti  ojj  the  Government  to  treat,  what- 
o^eii^nght  hav|;  been  ihe  friendly  dispositions  of 
ot1»4iFowers,  or  however  desirous  to  reciprocate 
b<ip»cial  arrangements,  they  could  not,  without 
a  vl|iy-raakini>  power  lodged  somewhere,  be  re- 
ali/H.  1  ihereljore  contend,  that  although  to  Con- 
power  ?3  given  in  the  clause  alluded  to. 


to  regulate  commerce,  yet  this  power  is  in  part, 
as  I  have  before  endeavored  to  show,  given  lo  the 
President  and  Senate  in  their  treaty-making  ca- 
pacity— the  truth  of  which  position  is  admitted 
by  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  a  certain  extent.  The 
fact  IS.  that  the  only  difference  between  us  is  to 
ascertain  the  precise  point  where  legislative  aid 
is  necessary  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and 
where  not.  To  fix  this  point  is  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion. After  the  most  mature  reflection  which  I 
have  been  able  to  give  this  subject,  my  mind  has 
been  broaght  tothe  following  results  :  Whenever 
ihePresidentand  Senate,  within  iheacknowledged 
rangeof  their  treaty-making  power,  ratify  a  treaty 
upon  extra  territorial  subjects,  then  it  is  binding 
without  any  auxiliary  law.  Again,  if  from  the 
nature  of  the  treaty  it  is  self-executory,  no  legis- 
lative aid  is  necessary.  If.  on  the  contrary,  the 
treaty  from  its  nature  cannot  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect but  by  the  agency  of  the  Legislature,  that  is, 
if  some  municipal  regulation  be  necessary,  then 
the  Legislature  mu<t  act  not  as  participating  in 
the  treaty-making  power,  but  in  its  proper  char- 
acter as  a  legislative  body.  Examples  will  serve 
to  illustrate  more  satisfactorily  the  view  I  wish 
to  present.  If  for  an  equivalent  we  had  agreed 
by  treaty  that  our  vessels  should  not  pass  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  the  Straits  of  Magellan, 
this  being  extra  territorial,  then  no  law  would 
have  been  necessary  ;  this  I  understand  is  conce- 
ded by  all  parties. 

Secondly.  If  by  treaty  we  agree  to  surrender 
prisoners  of  war,  or  property  taken  from  the  ene- 
my, or.  as  in  the  very  case  under  consideration, 
that  for  an  equivalent  we  will  forbear  to  exact  a 
higher  tonnage  duty  on  British  than  American 
ships,  then  the  treaty,  as  it  needs  not  legislative 
aid,  is  self-executory;  and,  finally,  if  we  had 
agreed  in  tlie  last  convention  that,  if  the  British 
Government  would  abstain  I'rom  impressment,  no 
British  sailors  should  be  employed  on  board 
American  ships,  ami  that  those  who  should  offend 
therein  should  be  obnoxious  to  a  penalty,  then  the 
Legislature  must  act  to  fix  the  amount  of  such 
penalty,  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  it 
should  be  prosecuted,  and  to  fix  the  tribunal  which 
should  have  cognizance  of  the  case.  I  have  thu."?, 
as  explicitly  as  it  is  possible  for  me,  given  you 
my  view  of  the  just  pretensions  of  the  treaty- 
making  power,  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  legis- 
lative on  the  other.  This  construction,  so  palpable 
to  ray  mind,  and  so  irrefragable,  instead  ol  being 
met  by  argument,  conducted  with  moderation, 
and  addressed  to  the  understanding,  has  been  as- 
sailed elsewhere  wilh  every  epithet  of  opprobrium, 
as  leading  to  a  concentration  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  and  Senate.  If  such  rev- 
eries deserved  to  be  noticed.  I  will  state,  with  a 
view  to  quiet  the  alarmed,  that  this  now  dreaded 
power  was  exercised  wilh  less  security  to  the 
nation  by  the  old  Congress.  There,  without  the 
security  arising  from  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, that  body  enjoyed  the  treaty-making  power 
to  the  same  extent  as  it  is  now  exercised.  And 
although  this  existed  in  the  most  disastrous  period 
of  the  Republic,  I  have  never  heard  it  intimated 
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that  the  power  was  abused.     Indeed,  sir,  if  the  |  Congress,  because  to  Congress  is  not  given  the 
Constitution  itself  does  not  form   the  horizon  of  |  power  to  make  peace.     It  is  to  me  most  wonder- 
ray  view,  and  I  am  at  liberty  to  look  to  the  rea-  i  ful  that  gentlemen,  instead  of  relying  on  the  just 
sons  which  influenced  the  authors  of  the  Consti-  |  theory  of  the  Constitution,  as  ascertained  through 
tulion   to  place  the  treaty-making  power  where  !  an  enlarged  view  of  the  spirit  and  general  organ- 
ihev  did,  I  cannot  help  believing,  that  independent  I  ization  of  that  instrument,  should  be  content  to 
of  the  consideration  of  a  greater  degree  of  secrecy.  '  rest  their  opinion  on  so  fallacious  a  construction  ; 
despatch,  dec,  which  was  exf>ected  of  the  Senate.  |  for,  were  it  true.  Congress  could   never   repeal  a 
that  the  elements  of  which  the  body  is  composed,  !  tax  or  disband  an  army,  however   unnecessary 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  States,  in  ;  they  might  be  esteemed,  because  no  express  power 
their  sovereign  capacity,  had  great  weight  in  the  |  to  do  so  had  been  given  tliem.    The  true  principle 
arrant'emeni.     The  consideration,  too,  that    the  j  is,  that  Congress  alone  can  declare  war.     The 
smalfStates  would  be  equally  represented  here  j  President   and    Senate,   in    their    treaty-making 
with  the  largest,  would  not  be  without  its  weight,    capacity,  can   terminate   it;  and  when  peace  is 
And  it  IS  a  singular  fact,  that  although  a  treaty  |  established  by   treaty,  an   auxiliary  law  of  the 
should    be   ratified    by    the   consent   of  fourteen  )  Legislature,  being  unnecessary,  is  never  passed. 
States,  the  representatives  from  four  of  the  largest  I      The  friends  of  the  bill  seek  to  avail  themselves 
States  in  the  Union,  in  the  other  branch,  could  ,  of  precedents  furnished  by  the  British  Govern- 
arrest  its  execution,  if  that  branch  cf  the  Govern-    raent,  where  it  is  contended  treaties  are  always 
ment  were  to  participate  in   the  treaty-raakins  '  laid  before  Parliament  to  receive  their  sanction 
power.     As  I  have  already  taken  the  liberty,  so  I  |  before  they  become  obligatory.     I  protest  against 
must  ask  for  a  continuance  of  the  privilege  to  no-  1  them.    The  difference  between  the  treaty-making 
tice  what  1  have  heard  said  elsewhere,  relative  to  i  power  there  and  here,  is  as  great  as   that  which 


the  subject  under  consideration.     It  is  urged  by 
some,  that  the  control  of  the  sword  and  the  purse 


separates  wisdom  from  folly,  or  purity  from  cor- 
ruption.   There  the  sole  power  of  making  treaties 


IS  granted  to  Congress  in  no  other  way  than  their  |  is  lodged  in  an  hereditary  and  irresponsible  Chiel 
power   tu  regulate  commerce;    and  that   if  the  i  Magistrate,  who  may  have  been  placed  by  acci- 
President  and  Senate  can   act   independently  of  |  dent  or  crime  on  the  throne,  and  who  may  be  the 
the  Legislature  in  one  case,  so  they  may  in  all.  .  most  unfit  man   in   ihe   kingdom  for  any  office. 
Far  be  from   me  such   an   opinion.     1   unhesita- '  His  weakness  subjects  him  to  the  control  of  secret 
iiogly  say.  that  the  purse  and  the  sword  have  been  i  advisers,  who,  playing  the  part  of  chief  jugglers 
placed  under  the  .safeguard  of  the  national  will ;  i  behind  the  scene,  exhibit  him  as  the  mere  punch 
that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  President  and  >  of  the  puppet-show.    In  a  nation  having  the  least 
Senate  to  exclude  the  House  of  Representatives  I  pretension  to  freedom,  the  official  acts  of  such  aa 
from  their  share  of  this  trust,  would  be  unconsii-  ,  officer  should  be  subject  to  control;  unfortunately 
tutional;  and   that  it   would   not  only   be  their    none  substantially  exists.     I  say  substantially,  for 
right,  but  their  duty  to  oppose  it;  in  ttus  opinion,    although  in  point  of  fact  treaties  may  be  carried 
1  feel  warranted  both  by  the  letter  and  genius  of  |  down  to  Parliament,  it  is  but  matter  of  form,  for 
the  Constitution.    It  is  especially  declared,  by  the  ,  we  all  know  that  body  has  long  since  become  an 
t;th  clause  of  the  9ih  section,  that  no  money  shall  !  appendage  of  the  Ministry ;  that  they  are  as  obe- 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence  !  dient  to  his  nod  as  the  needle  to  the  pole.     The 
of  appropriations  made   by  law;  if  by  a  treaty.  !  British  Government,  in  its  best  form,  was  but  a 
therefore,  it  is  covenanted  that  money  shall  be  :  wretched  piece  of  patch-work— the  result  of  fraud, 
jMiid,  Congress  alone  is  competent  to  appropriate  j  of  accident,   or -of  force.     Whatever   liberty   it 
It,  as  was  done  in  regard  to  Jay's  Treaty,  and  that  j  might  once  have  possessed  is,  I  fear,  forever  gone, 
of  LouK-iana.     As  to  the  power  of  declaring  war.  j  The  anodyne  drug  of  corruption  has  been  admin- 
it  is  surely  placed  in  the  Congress.    This  arrange-    isiered  to  the  high  and   the  low.  till  all  orders 
ment,  which  transfers  this  great  attribute  of  sov-    have   become   contaminated,  and   the   nation   is 
ereignty  from  the  Executive  department  of  the    ripening  for    that  ineviiable  doom   which   alike 
Government,  where  with  all  other  nations  it  is    awaits  nations  and   individuals.     What   resem- 
lodfflW,   to   the  Legislature,  is  one  of  the  most    blance  exists  between  that  Government  and  ours 
sinking  features  of  our  happy  form  of  Govern-  I  in  regard  to  the  organization  of  the  power  under 
raent.     I  will  not  consent  to  discuss  this  question  i  consideration  7     Here  a  Chief  Magistrate,  called 
on  the  contracted  scale  of  a  special  pleader.     In    to  office  by  the  unbiassed  suffrages  of  millions  of 
forming  ray  opinion.  I  shall  consult  the  spirit  of    freemen,  responsible  for   his  acts,  and  shortly  to 
the  Constitution;  it  is  republican;  its  foundations  '.  return  to  the  mass  of  his  fellow-citizens,  aided  by 
rest  on  the  unalienable  rights  of  man;  its  acts  i  the  direct  representatives  of  the  States  in  their 
flow  directly  Irora  the  will  of  the  people.    Where  j  sovereign  capacity,  two-thirds  of  whom  must  con- 
can  the  power  over  the  sword  and  the  purse  reside  i  cur  to  give  a  validity  to  a  treaty.     The  security 
wilh  so  much  safety  as  in   the  National  Legisla-    against  the  abuse  of  power  here,  is  as  great  as 
ture?     There  it  has  been   placed;   had  it   b«en    human  ingenuity  can  devise ;  there  as  feeble.     1 
otherwise,  your  Government   would   have  been  j  therefore   renew  my   protest  against  precedents 
anything  but  republican.     I  pass  from  this  view  I  drawn  from  such  a  source.  .     i-    • 

to  that  taken  by  the  other  side,  which  admits  that  j  I  find,  sir.  I  have  already  exceeded  the  limits  1 
the  President  and  Senate  have  a  right  to  abro-  |  had  prescribed  to  myself,  and  I  fear  taxed  your 
gate  the  declaration  of  war  without  ihe  aid  of  |  patience  to  an  unreasonable  degree.     Yet,  there 
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are  nf^ny  thing?^  still  on   my  mind,  to  which  I 
wishfi  aive  utt«rance,  but  I  will  come  to  a  close. 
You  liU  perceile,  IhaTe  discussed  the  Consti- 
tutio  lias  it  is,ni|t  as  it  should  be;  that  is  a  ques- 
tion   sram  non  iudice.    Yet  I  will  say,  that  for 
ray^tlf,  I  should!  feel  no  kind  of  solicitude  as  to 
the  rjiult.  were  |he  other  House  permitted  to  par- 
(icip;  *e  in  the  ^eaty-raaking  power.     I  entirely 
coofi  ^  in  their  ipatriotisra  and  wisdom.     I  have 
no  d  'bt  that   iny  treaty  which   should   receive 
thv  sirciion  of  Ihe  President  and  two  thirds  of 
th**  W-nate.  woefld  also  meet  with  the  approba- 
tion f  the   Hofjse  of  Representatives.     Indeed, 
sir,  ^  Jen  the  qqestion  was  first  stirred,  I  wished 
to  b*  jiersuaded.Hhai  the  other  branch  had  a  Con- 
sti:u  Inal  clairn  to  the  power  they  were  exer- 
ciMn  i     All  mv^feelinirs  were  in  that  direction, 
for  ti  ?y  are  witiijme  a  favorite  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernn^iot.  Whenever  my  attention  here  can  be  dis- 
pensfi  with.  I  iiasten  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
ative*   I  hear  jv'^h   rapture   their  eloquence,  I 
devcfi-  with  a  gfeedy  ear  the  oracles  of  their  wis- 
dom^ind  1   ho[le  am  edified  by  the   lessons  of 
th«-i|jeiperiencj.      With   those   sentiments  and 
leelii.ts  I  listenfiJ   to  the  discussion  on  tins  sub- 
jeci.|*'ith  a  wis'    to  be  convinced,  but  I  listened 
in  T^*.    My  juijgment,  after  listening  attentively 
to  a  Jery  long  ^*.ebate.  pronounced  against   their 
preti  ijsions.  and'  hence  I  am  constrained  to  give 
the    4te  which  il  shall   pronounce;   nor  shall  I 
fearniiy  of  the  consequences  which    have  been 
forei  jd   as  likejy  to  arise  from    this  determina- 
tion. r$ne  of  whi;:h  is.  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sent; ives  will  (^indle  into  the  contemptible  con- 
ditit  I  of  mere.y  registering    our   edicts.      The 
pow  f  they  po4ess,  I  should  imagine,  is  enough 
to  $>  'sfy  the  uttnost  reach  of  an  honorable  am- 
biti(li.      But,   l^  that  as   it   may.  the  people  of 
whcfj  we  are  Ijoth  the  servants,  have  prescribed 
linji.  ••  to  our   rfspective  authority.     To  each,  it 
lo5f .  for  the  pr»|servation  of  that  portion  confided 
to  jt  .guardianship.  To  the  Senate,  I  speak  in  the 
spifi  uof  the  C'institution,  has  been  confided  the 
sofe  itn  trust,  n-jt  only  of  guarding  the  rights  of 
the  -Jiates,  but  also,  to  resist  on  the  one  hand  the 
silfc   J  current  o^  Executive  influence,  and  on  the 
ot&>  ji  to  tell  th^  proud  man  of  popular  pretension, 
thu   ^/ar   you  i<xay  advance  and  no  farther.     It 
is  ai  »:awful  tru^t,  and  wo  to  him  who  betrays  it. 
For.($ne.  I  wilhplace  myself  on  the  utmost  verge 
of  c  [k  auiiiorit^,  and  maintain  it  unimpaired,  or, 
if  it  ;$e  the  willjof  Providence  otherwise  to  direct, 
to  i{  ,>et  my  d^,  whatever  it  may  be.  with  forti- 
tudi  .^    I   hope.isir.    in   the   decision  which  I  am 
abo*?  to  pronoince,  I  have  been  entirely  exempt 
froifc^'the  spirit ipf  the  corps.     Power,  for  its  own 
sate  .  has  no  rtharm  for   me.     The   part  I  have 
tat  A  will  by  all  be  placed  to  no  other  motive 
tlt^  ]a  sense  (  f  duty-     The  unostentatious  dis- 
c^a  |e  of  one's«duty.  is  like  alms  given  in  secret ; 
the  ^ward  of  ijoth  is  t'ound  in  an  approving  con- 
scii  ice.    One  |>ther  remark,  and  I  am  done  ;  it  is 
to  I  ipvi  the   inf^inuation,  that  with  the  construc- 
tioi^»)f  the  treaiy-making  power,  as  I  contend  for 
it,  Wrrupiion  iiay  find   its  way  to  the  President 
anif  iSenaie,  w  \o  may  barter  away  the  liberties 
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of  the  country.     If  so  disastrous  a  time  should 
ever   arrive,   as  that    the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and   two  thirds  of  this    body  should 
have  become  so  base  as  barter  their  inestimable 
birthright    and   that  of  the  nation  for  a  mess  of 
pottage,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  the  other  branch 
will   iiave   escaped    the   general  contagion  1     If 
fortunately  they  have,  such  an  act  of  the  treaty- 
making  power  would  be  as  futile  as  it  would  be 
wicked;  but.  if,  which  is  more  probable,  the  ex- 
treme case  supposed  should  occur,  corruption  will 
not  be  confined  to  this  branch,  it  will  have  em- 
braced the  nation.     When  that  shall  be  the  case, 
the  phraseology  of  the  Constitution,  or   the  ar- 
rangement of  its  powers,  will  not  weigh  of  the 
dust  of  the  balance  ;  it  will  be  torn  by  the  rude 
hand  of  violence  and  its  fragments  given  to  the 
wind.  These  to  me  are  idle  fears,  and  reasoning,  if 
indeed  it  can  be  so  called,  on  them,  must  be  falla- 
ous.  To  reason  against  the  exercise  of  power,  upon 
the  possibility  of  its  abuse,  is  to  oppose  at  once  all 
delegated  authority,  and  to  subvert  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  rests  on  a  certain  portion  of  morality 
and  patriotism.  Thissecurity,withtherestrictions 
imposed  by  the  Constitution,  the  deep  interest  we 
all  have  in  common  with  our  fellow-citizens,  our 
accountability  to  our  constituents,  but  above  all 
the  energy  of  freedom,  a  devotion  to  which  is  in- 
terwoven with   every  ligament  of  an  American 
bosom,  are  sufficient  guarantees,  that  in  thiscountry 
power  will  not  be  abused,  or.  if  it  be.  its  duration 
will  be  short.     I  say,  sir.  it  is  an   idle  fear,  that 
has  no  other  foundation  than  the  anticipated  cor- 
ruption of  the  Senate  and  President.    The  mode 
of  their  election  is  ample   security  against  the 
possibility  of  such  a  consequence,  and  I  thank  my 
God.  that  my  mind  is  not  able  to  conceive  what 
shape  the  temptation  would   assume   that  could 
seduce  us  from  our  duty,  and   still   less  as  it  re- 
gards  the   President.     He   occupies   the   highest 
pinnacle   of  human    elevation,   which   mankind 
can  bestow  or  man  receive.     What  value  could 
he  attach  to  a  diadem  or  a  purple  reeking  in  the 
gore  of  his  country,  when  weighed   against  the 
spontaneous  preference  of  millions  of  freemen? 
And  how  terrible  would  be  the  change  of  his  con- 
dition?     He   now  presses   his   pillow  in    peace, 
hushed  to  repose  by  the  soft  whispers  of  an  ap- 
proving conscience;  then,  should   he  even  suc- 
ceed in  his  wicked  attempts,  he  would  be  doomed 
to  watch  his  ill-gotten  power    "  with   the  sleep- 
less eye  of  disquieting  ambition,''  and  be  devoted 
to  the  curses  of  mankind;  as  the  destroyer  of  the 
liberty  of  his  country. 

I  have  very  imperfectly,  I  am  sure,  stated  ray 
opinions  and  the  reasons  producing  them  ;  and  I 
have  also  endeavored  to  repel  the  objections 
which  have  been  urged  on  the  opposite  side.  A 
short  recapitulation  will  clo-se  the  discussion  on 
my  part.  I  have  endeavored  to  show,  that  the 
assignment  of  power  to  the  General  Government, 
in  opposition  to  that  retained  by  the  States,  \^as 
the  important  object  with  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Thnt  Congress  was  made  merely  the 
depository  in  the  first  instance,  of  such  powers, 
which  were  afterwards  to  be  distributed  by  sub- 
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sequent  provisions  in  the  Constitution  among  the 
different  branches.     I  furnished  examples  in  sup-  , 
port  of  ihis  theory,  to  which  I  may  liere  add  the  , 
clause  giving  to  Congress  the  power  of  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization,  which  has  been  acted  upon 
by  the  treaty-making  power,  as  in  the  cases  lur- 
nished  as  well  by  Jay's  as  the  Louisiana  Treaty  ; 
that  as  It  regards  the  power  ii  question,  namely, 
that  relative  to  commerce,  it  is  fairly  within  the 
range  of  ilie  treaty-making  power.     That  when 
this  branch  i^f  Government  acts,  it  is  to  a  partic- 
ular extent  independent  of  the  Legislature;  and 
when  a  treaty  is  self-executury,  a*    in  ilie  case  j 
under   consideration,  that    no   legislative  aid  is  | 
necessary,  and  that  therefore,  to  say  the  least  of; 
It,  this  bill  IS  a  supererogation  ;  I  nave  also  en- 
deavored to  fix  with  precision  where  legislative 
aid  IS  necessary  ;  1  have  surrendered  witliout  dil- 
ticulty  the  real  emblems  of  sovereignty,  the  con- 
trol of  the  sword  and  the  purse,  to  the  safeguard 
of  the  national  will ;  I  have  endeavored  to  relieve 
our  construclionfrom  the  difficulties  urged  against 
it  and   have   endeavored    to  show  that   it  gives 
vi'-^or  and  effect  to  every  part  of  the  Constitution. 
and  obviates  all  collision;  and  I  have  finally  en- 
deavored to  dispel  the  fears  which  have  been  per- 
mitted to  arise  from  the  abu^e  of  the  power  con- 
fided to  the  President  and   the  Senate,  by  show- 
ing that    their  fidelity    is   guarantied    by  every 
security    which    human    nature    can   furnish.     1 
will  conclude  by  returning  my  unfeigned  thanks 
for  the  marked  attention  with  which  I  have  been 

favored. 

When  Mr,  B.  had  concluded— 
Mr.  Kkomentin  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  President.  I  regret  ttiai  I  cannot  subscribe 
to  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  honorable  gen-  , 
ileman   from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Daggett.)  and  | 
by  the   honorable  gentleman  from   New  Hamp-  , 
shire,  (Mr.  Maso.n.)    It  is  true,  that  the  bill  which  | 
was  sent  by  the  Senate  to  the  House  of  Repre-  [ 
sentatives  on  the  subject  of  the  Treaty,  was  re-  j 
ceived  by  the   House    whilst  they  were  engaged 
in  the  discussion  of  a  bill   on   the  same  subject.  . 
and  before  that  bill  had  been  finally  agreed  to  by  j 
them  ;  but,  sir,  it  is  e<jually  true,  that  the  Hou>e 
of  Representatives  originated  the  bill  which  they 
have  since  sent  to  the  Senate,  before  a  bill  on  the 
Name  subject  had  been  thought  of  in  this  House. 
Can  it  be  contended,  that  either  House  shall  have 
the  right  to  put  an  end  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
other,  by  legislating  on  thesame  subjects  on  which 
they  are  ap'prized  the  other  Hou'-e  is  actually  en- 
gaged, and  by  passing  a  bill  in  a  hurry,  on  a  mo- 
tion to  dispense  with  tne  ordinary  rules  prescribed 
lor  our  deliberations  ;  thus  actually  to  prevent  the 
legislative  deliberations  of  another   independent 
bo'dy  ?     Sir,  1  am  tenacious  of  the  rights  apper- 
taining to  this  body,  not  from  tlie  motives  which 
have  been  on  more  occasions  than  one  illiberally 
attributed  to  the  Senate,   not  from  the  esprit  de 
corps,  but  because  of  those  rights  being  delegated 
to  us  by  the  Constitution,  I  deem  it  a  sacred  duty 
to  preserve  them  inviolate,  and  to  transmit  them 
unimpaired  to  our  successors.     The  very  same 
reason,  sir,  makes  me  not  less  lenicious  of  the 


rights  of  the  other  House;  and  it  matters  not  to 
me  whence  the  assault  proceeds  which  is  directed 
against  the  Constitution;  as  long  as  I  have  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body.  I  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  resist  every  attack  against  Consti- 
tutional rights,   whether  the  attack   be  directed 
against  this  body,  or  whether  it  originates  in  this 
body  against  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  Constitu- 
tional nghts  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    1  cannot,  sir.  sanction  this  unwarrantable 
usurpation  of  the  legislative  ground.     1  said  that 
I  regretted  that  I  could  not,  consistently  with  my 
respect  for  the  rights  of  the  other  House,  agree 
to  the  course  proposed  to  be  pursued  by  the  two 
honorable  gentlemen  who  preceded  me.  and  I  do 
most  sincerely  regret  it.     Could  we  pursue  that 
course,  and  could  we  anticipate  that  the  House 
of  Representatives,  operated  upon  by  similar  mo- 
tives, should  treat  the  bill  we  have  sent  them  as 
It  IS  proposed  to  treat  their  bill,  I  should  rejoice 
that  both  bills  should  remain  inoperative ;  for,  sir, 
1  do  not  like  the  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  much 
better  than  the  bill  passed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.    Both   bills,  in   one  respect,  are.  in 
my  opinion,  radically  defective.    Both  bills  enact 
provisions  evidently  useless;  and  I  hold  it.  Mr. 
Pre-ident.  that  whatever  is  useless  in  legislation, 
without   referring  in    this  particular  instance  to 
the  risk  of  establishing  a  precedent,  is  never  un- 
accompanied with  danger.     I  would  rejoice,  sir, 
if  I  could  devise  any  possible  way  of  avoiding  a 
discussion  upon  the  subject  of  the  bill  on  your 
table.     But  I  know  of  no  way  cf  avoiding  it; 
and  at  the  same  time  that  both  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  our  respect  for  the  other  House, 
preclude  the   idea  of  either  passing  or  rejecting 
this  bill.  *w6  silentio.  it  is  a  matter  of  tongratula- 
tion  that  the  principles  upon  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  pronounce  are  so  simple  and  evident,  and 
the  practice  which  has  till  now  prevailed  under 
them  so  fully  established,  that  but  little  need  to 
be  said  to  satisfy  tbe  Senate  that  the  bill  on  your 
table  ought  to  be  rejected.  , 

Mr.  President,  so  much  has  been  said  already 
on  this  subject,  both  in  the  other  House  and  out 
of  doors,  that  every  member  of  the  Senate  may 
be  said  to  be  in  possession  of  almost  all  the  ar- 
I  guments  for  and  against  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
'  on  your  table.     In  the  few  observations  which  I 
proi>o>e  making,  1  will  sedulously  avoid  repeating 
any  of  the  arguments  which  I  have  lieard  urged 
upon  the  subject.     The  sixth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution IS  as  fallows:  "  This  Constitution,  and 
'  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be 
'  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made, 
•  or  which  shall  be  made  under  the  authority  of 
'  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
•the  land." 

A  treaty  then  is  a  law;  it  is  not  to  become  a 
law  when  an  act  shall  have  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress to  make  it  so,  otherwise  the  word  treaties 
would  have  been  useless  in  the  article  quoted— 
treaties  then  being  necessarily  included  under  the 
^pneral  term,  laws  of  the  United  States;  it  is  so 
7pso  facto.  From  the  moment  it  has  been  ratified 
by   tiie   President,  by  and  with   the  advice  and 
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not  that  example,  among  many  others  which  I 
might   have  selected,  establish  fully  the   princi- 

_ _    pie  which  I  contend  for.  that,  without  the  super- 

iajn  -Uneed  any]luriher  assistance  to  become  so  7  ;  tiuous  provisions  of  a  repealm^  clause,  such  pro- 
C»  'It  need  ihj  enaction  of  another  law  to  make  |  visions  of  any  law.  incompatible  with  the  pro- 
ti  i?  Whertj  will  this  process  end?  A  treaty  visions  of  a  later  law,  are  necessarily  and  ipso 
aij<  in  act  of  (Congress  are.  by  the  Constitution,  'facto  repealed  by  the  provisions  of  the  later  law  ; 
pi|l  tipon  the  sfcme°footing;  both  are  decUred  to  and  if  this  be  undeniable  with  respect  to  one  de- 
b^  *ws  ;  iherelcannot  be  two  definitions  of  a  law.  :  scription  of  laws,  is  it  not  so  with  respect  to  laws 
Irtfsie  law.  as  <l  results  from  a  treaty,  wants  the  |  of  every  other  description  ?     If  it  be  true  with  re- 


1]  pe  la 
1*1  i<r-eii 


si*i  i<r-eiiacimetjt  of  an  act  of  Congress.  I  can  de- 1  spect  to  the  acts  of  Congress,  is  it  not  true  with 
\\'i  no  reasonjwhy  an  act  of  Congress  should  not  respect  to  laws  resulting  from  a  treaty  made  under 
r4< \iire  another  act  of  Congress,  too,  before  the  i  the  authority  of  the  United   States?     Sir.   this 


enacted  jby  Congress,  repeal  a  former  law.  }  did  il— or  what  you  may  do  by  the  enactment  of 
wlA-h  IS  in  chniradiciion  to  the  new  law.  as  it  one  of  the  description  of  laws  known  to  our  Con- 
ri"  Jits  from  tike  treaty.  If  this  doctrine  was  true.  '  siiiution.  without  a  repealing  clause,  may  be  done 
t4  .JPresidenti  how  is  it  that  Congress  did  not  i  by  another  description  of  laws  e«iually  known  to 
tb  ik  It  nece'sary  to  re-enact  tlie  articles  of  the  '  our  Constitution,  without  the  assistance  of  a  re- 
Tfi  ;Lty   of  Pt*ice   lately   concluded   with    Great    pealing  clause. 

I>i  Sin?  Didjnot  the  Treaty  of  Peace  repeal  the  i  Mr.  President,  can  it  be  apprehended  that  this 
a»:  })f  Congre|.s  bjr  which  war  had  been  declared  ;  clause  in  the  Constitution,  "under  the  authority 
a-^Ajnst  GreatiBritain  ?  Or.  will  gentlemen  con-  '  of  the  United  States,"  will  be  construed  to  in- 
t^i  j  that  thisjact  is  not  ye;  repealed— that  it  is  dude,  by  implication,  very  far-fetched  implica- 
h^i  i  in  force?;  Are  we,  then,  I  ask,  still  at  war  tion  indeed,  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
vfi  k  Great  Bi^tain  ?  And  if  we  are  nut — if  we  l  truly  does  constitute  a  no  inconsiderable  share  of 
a?  at  peace  yiih  Great  Britain — is  not  the  act  ;  the  authority  of  the  United  States?  but  can  no 
th  (ariDg  warjagainst  Great  Britain  actually  re-  \  more,  on  that  account,  consider  itself  as  consti- 
oe  lied  ;  and  ifit  be  repealed,  is  it  not  repealed  by  |  tuting  an  essential  indispensable  part  of  every 
iji  {Treaty  oftPeace  ;  and  if  it  be  repealed  by  the  ;  power  necessary  for  all  the  acts  which  are  to  be 
y  i^ty    ot    P^ace.  can   il    be  questioned    that  a     done  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

fly,  constitmionally  r 

4  every  la)y  anterior 


i4 


tJT'kf  y,  constitmionally  ratified,  does  actually  re-.  Sir,  these  words,  •the  authority  of  the  United 

4  every  lay  anterior  to  that  treaty,  which  is  i  States."  a 
ija  f)ppositionj  10  the   provisions  of  that  treaty?    ground.     But  can  they  ever  be  supposed  to  mean. 


to  that  treaty,  which  is  i  States."  are  very  broad;  they  cover  an  immense 


i5,T    It  is  a  settled   principle — a  princi|>le  which.  I  that  every  authority  m  the  United  States  is  to 
ar  as  I  atp   informed,  has  never  been  contra- 1  be  consulted  before  any   act  can    have   validity 


E 


(  1  ^ed — that  i)ie  last  law  repeals  the  former  law  ',  which  is  to  be  done  under  the  authority  of  the 

!»(.  fir  as  the  ijrovisions  of  the  former  law  are  ir-    United  States?     Extensive,  no  doubt,  and  very 

ncilable  vj^ith  the  provisions  of  the  latter ;  and    properly  so,  but  not  unlimited,  are  the  rights  of 

e  practicti  had  not  obtained  of  inserting  a  re-  i  the  House  of  Representatives;  and.  like  every 

ling  clause  in  such  of  our  acts  as  are  in  con- '  other   branch    of  the  Government,   in   this  our 

iction  wijli  former  acts  on  the  same  subject,  i  Government  of  checks,  thus  far.  to  wit:  as  far  as 

e  former  iicts.  thus  in  contradiction,  should,  |  the  Constitution  has  vested  the  right  in  the  House 

ertheless,fbe  repealed.     The  repealing  clause  i  of  Representatives.     Thus  far  has  she  a  right  to 

ur  acts  is|it  is  true,  the  declaration  of  the  re-  ]  go.  but  no  farther;  and  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of 

i|i|l;  but  the,  repeal  is  actually  produced  by  the  ;  the  Senate  to  resist,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  as 

well  as  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  any  at- 
tempt at  an  encroachment  of  rights  which,  by 
the  Constitution,  are  vested  in  the  Senate.  Sir. 
if  the  words,  "under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,"  did,  in  the  present  instance,  ne- 
ce.ssarily  include  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  the  Convention, 
instead  of  using  the  words,  ''authority  of  the 
United  States."  did  not  use  the  words,  "author- 
ity of  Congress."  The  clause  where  these  words 
are  to  be  found,  is  not  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution by  which  the  power  of  making  or  ratifying 
treaties  is  delegated,  but  an  annunciation  only  of 
what  in  future  the  people  of  the  United  States 
declare  they  will  consider  as  a  treaty  binding 
upon  them  ;  it  will  he  a  treaty  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States;  that  is,  a  treaty 


jcimeni  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  at  war 

h  the  pret^ediog  law.     The  preceding  law  is 

ally  repealed    by  the  law   imposing  obliga-  i 

s.  or  prescribing  duties  incompatible  with  the  ! 

gations  ii(iposed,  or  the  duties  prescribed  by  a  I 

■uer  law.   iFor  instance,  take  the  act  of  Con- 

ss  admitti^ig  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the 

ifion  ;  that^ct  does  not  contain  any  clause  to 

ijr(  |,eal  the  acjts  formerly  passed  by  Congress  for 

X  i  government  of  the  portion  of  territory  now 

!";l  iwn   by  tlje  name  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

'*^  »^ll  It  be  cujilendeJ  that  these  acts  are  not  re- 

■  ■]  i&led,  quitetas  much  repealed,  as  if  a  repealing 

■•  ^use  had  b<»en  inserted  m  the  act  for  the  admis- 

..1  »;n  ot  Loui.-*ana  ;  and  if  those  acts  be  repealed. 

•:  -jt  not  becalise  their  provisions  are  irreconcila- 

:n^'  with  the|proTisions  of  the  late  act;  and  does 

I 
) 
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made  by  that  authority  in  the  United  States  to    ing   the  only  meaning  which  they  appear  to  nae 
which  the  power  has  been  delegated  by  the  Con-  i  to  be  susceptible  of.   I  will  add    a  few  words  to 
stituiion  to  make  treaties,  which  shall  be  binding  1  show  that  the  practice,  till  now,  under  our  Con- 
uDon  the  neonle  of  the  United  States.     Give  me  i  stitutioo,  comes  in  aid  of  the  construction  1  have 
leave  to  add   here,  by  way  of  rendering  every  '  contended   for.     I   have   already  nientioned   the 
obstacle  which  might  be  attempted  to  be  erected  ,  Treaty   of   Peace   lately  concluded   with   Great 
on  the  forced  construction  of  these  words,  that  ;  Britain,  as  a  satisfactory  proof  that  the  House  of 
their  insertion  in  the  article  of  the  Constitution,    Representatives  did  not.  at  that  time,  deem  it 
where  thev  are  to  be  found,  originated  in  the  ne- :  necessary  ihat  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  should 
cessitv  of  discriminating  between  treaties  made    be  re-enacted   by  Congress  to  repeal  any  law  m 
under  the  authority  of  the  United   States,  and  i  existence  prior  to  the  conclusion  ot   that  treaty, 
treaties  made  under  the  authority  of  some  indi-    I  could  refer,  in  support  of  the  same  doctrine,  to 
vidual   State.     Every   body   who    is  conversant    the  numberle>s  treaties  which  have  been  made 
with  the  history  of  the  United  Stales  at  the  time    with  the   Indians  since  the  organization   of  our 
the  Constitution  was  framed,  knows  that  several    Government.     But,  sir.  I  mean  to  be  very  short, 
States  had  been  making  treaties;  some  treaties  '  and  I  come  at  once  to  a  treaty  which  not  only 
were  in  fact  pending  between  some  States,  and  j  bore  upon  our  commercial  regulations,  but  which 
some  nations  ol   Indians,  at  the  time  the  Consti-    appropriated  an  immense  sum  of  money,  a  larger 
lution  was  adopted.    The  United  States,  by  adopt-    sum  of  money  than  was  ever  appropriated  by  any 
matheclause.-undertheauthoriiyoftheUnited    other  law  ;  and.  sir.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  demon- 
States "  "ave  public   notice  that  they  should  not    strate  that  a  claim  was  set  up  at  that  time,  by   he 
consid'er  themsllves  as  bound  by  any  treaty  made    House  of  Representatives  for  the  exercise  ot    he 
by  individual  Slates;  but  by  such  only  as  should  ,  high  pretensions  which  they  have  now    for  the 
be  made  under  the  authority  ofthe  United  State.;    first  time,  manilested      If   I   should   succeed    in 
?ha    fs   by  the  President  ot'lhe  United  States,  by  ;  establishing  this  fact   I  ''''»Vw  ^'^^^^^s„' 
and  with  .he  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,    satisfactorily,  both  that  the  letter  of  the  Consti- 
which.  according  to  the  Constitution,  are,  as  far  ;  tution.  and  that  the  practice  of  the  Government 
Ts  respects  ihe  power  of  makinr;  treaties,  binding    under  i..  repel  the  idea  that  the  consent  of  the 
on  this  naiion-theauthorityofihe  United  States.;  House  of  Representatives   is   necessary   to  give 
Sir  the  President  and  the  Senate  of  the  United     validity  to  a  treaty,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing. 
States  are  the  attorneys,  in  fact,  of  the  people  of    to  repeal  any  law  which  should  be  irreconcilable 
the  Un.itd  States,  to  make,   in  their  name,  with     with  that  treaty  ;  for.  sir.  I  cannot  conceive  of  the 
a  foreign  nation,  every  contract  which  they  coji-    existence   of  iwo   contradictory   laws    being  in 
ce  ve  to  be  demanded  for  the  interest  of  the  peo-  :  force  at  the  .same  time,  in  the  same  country,  on 
pie  of  the  United  States.     Suppose  I  gave  you  a    the  same  subject ;  and  it  must  follow,  of  coarse^ 
Sower  of  attorney  to  sell  for  me!  and  m  my  name,    as  attempted  to  be  established  before,  that  the 
a  tract  of  land  on  certain  stipulated  conditions,  to  '  latter  repeals  the  former  law. 
be  fulfilled   by  the  purchasef.     On  the  fulfilment        The  treaty  I  allude  to   sir    is  the  treaty  con- 
of   hose  condition.s.Sou  have  agreed,  under  the  :  eluded  at  Paris  on  the 30th of  Apr.K  1803^^^^^^^^^^ 
authority  which  I  had  vested  in  you  by  the  letter    the  United  States  and  P  ranee      This  treaty  and 
of  aitoruey.  that  I  --hould  convey  the  land.     Tne    the  several  conventions  signed  at  the  ^a™^  da'^- 
cond.tions^have  been  fulfilled  on  ihe  part  of  the  1  annexed  to  the  said  treaty,  approved,  ratified  and 
purchaser,  and  he  applies  to  me  to  convey  the    exchanged,  in  the  same  torm,  at  the  same  time 
fand  acco  dingly.     Could  I,  Mr.  President,  under    and  jointly  with  the  said  treaty,  and  as  much  a 
h  .e  c  rcums'tances,  be  admitted  to  plead  that,  part  of  the  said  treaty  as  if  t^e  clauses  in  the 
there  was  too  much  danger  in  the  exercise  of  the:  two  conventions  had   been  inserted  in    the  said 
power  by  me  delegated  to  an  individual  thus  to 
bind  me';  and  would  not  the  court  compel  me  to 
fulfil   all   the   engagements   entered    into   by  the} 
attorney,  in  fact,  to  whom  I   should   have  dele-  , 
galed  the  power  to  bind  me :  provided  he  had  not.  . 

in  that  respect,  exceeded  the  powers  expres>ed  in  ^ ...  ki  «,„;c,«    Tn  thi< 

the  letter  of  attorney  ?  Sir,  if  the  President  and  !  age  o(  ?nr.  :fn^'i^^^^^ied  rep^hUc^^^^^^^ 
Senate  have  not,  in  the  making  of  a  treaty,  ex-  \  country-did  the  House  ot  ^^1;;;^ ";^^^;^^^^°J^-. 
ceeded  the  powers  given  to  them  by  the  Consti-  '  tend,  that  the  treaty  could  nol  be  cy/'^^  "'°4' 
tut.on.  .1  is'the  duty  of  Congress  not  to  re-enact  ,  feet,  until  the  provisions  ot  tne  ^^^y  had  been 
us  provisions,  to  give  it  a  validity  which  may  be  t  by  them  re-enacted  in  the  shape  of  «"  J<^t  ^^^on 
supposed  to  be  wanting ;  but  to  pass  such  laws  as  j  gress  ?  INo,  sir.  such  doctrine  was  not  dreamt  o^ 
may  be  necessary  to  give  it  effect,  which  laws  |  then.  The  House  of  ^^^P^^^^"  ^^/'^^.^^^^^^^^ll'"; 
are  to  be  built  upon,  and  made  conlormable  to    the  treaty  as  the  supreme  law  ot    he   and.     ltie> 

the  provisions  of  lh«  treaty,  because  that  instru-  ;  did  not  question  the  right,  nor  did  '''ey^'n^^^f 


treaty. stipulated  certain  commercial  regulations, 
and  contained  provisions  for  the  payment  ot  a 
^ura  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  What  was  the 
conduct  of  Congress  at  that  time?  Did  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  those  days,  which 
have    been  very  often    mentioned   as  the  golden 


raent  is  valid,  and  in  lull  torce  from  the  moment 
of  Its  ratification,  according  to  the  Constitution. 
Having  thus  endeavored,  Mr.  President,  to  de- 
monstrate, from  the  plain,  unsophisticated  exposi- 
tion of  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  the  mean- 


M  speculations  irpon  the  possible  corruption  ot^  a 
luture  President  and  Senate.  They  took  the 
treaty  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  1  hey 
did,  with  respect  to  the  treaty,  what  the  first  Con- 
gress, which  assembled  under  our  present  form  ot 
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to 
toi 


O^- ^nment  dui  with  respect  to  the  Constitution. 
T^if  did  not  re-enact  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
**}'lf  ^'^''^  Con|ress  did  not  re-enact  the  articles 
of|lB  Constitui^on.  But,a<^.  in  compliance  with 
ihv'Sticles  of  lije  Constitution,  (he  fir-t  Congress 
eM^.-'d  the  necl'ssary  laws  to  carry  that  Cun^ii- 
turi|j  intoeffecf  ;  so  did  the  eighth  Congress,  in 
CQuMlmnce  wi^ii  the  article!;  ul  the  Treaty  of 
PjjrM  conclude^  on  the  30th  of  April.  1S03.  pass 
ibep'cessary  laV>  to  carry  that  trea[y  into  effect. 
Af»j4fdinfi;ly.  mI  we  find  ihiit  on  the  31st  of  Oc- 
1803.  thei  Congress  of  the  United  States 
J  an  act.  ajverv  short  act.  sir.  only  two  see- 
to  enable  jhe  President  of  the  United  States 
possessioi  of  the  territories  ceded  by  France 
toji'^  United  States,  ly  the  treaty  concluded  at 
Pitr ..  on  the  30(^  of  April  last,  and  for  the  tem- 
per, .1^  governmi-nt  thereof.  This  act,  as  I  before 
sa^  '|s  very  shor>i;  give  me  leave  to  read  it.  [The 
acf  ^as  read. J  <As^-you  see  sir.  this  act  does  not 
con^^.n  any  su(ih  provisions  as  are  contained  in 
ih^  i^t  on  yourtable.  Not  one  of  the  articles  of 
thf  |ieaiy  13  mtfntioned  in  that  act.  No  section 
IS  if'  |)e  found  lii  it  making  an  appropriation  for 
fitje  *  millions  i>f  dollars  ;  no  section  to  extend  the 
rigli  ,.  of  Araeriv-an  citizens  to  the  inhabitants  of 
ih^  'fded  territ(|ries  ;  no  section  to  alter  our  com- 
ra«i  ;ial  relations,  with  respect  to  France  and 
Spa  i,  so  lar  a^  relates  to  the  privileges  lo  be 
gra,  **d  to  the  lessels  of  those  two  countries,  in 
the  If  jrts  of  thi  ceded  territories.  .\o,  sir,  not 
one  Sjord  IS  wlispereJ  about  the^e  mighty  and 
ma«;  i(imporlant|  points ;  and  yet.  sir.  the  treaty 
wljilh  contains  jili  these  important  stipulations  is 
a  1^1*;  TheHojiseof  Representatives,  who  either 
ori^lJateJ  or  ga.Ve  their  assent  to  tiie  act  which  1 
remri-I  knowing  which,  nor  can  I  now  ascertain— 
bujB  13  quite  ijnmaterial— the  House  of  Repre- 1 
se^lBives.  I  say;  by  passing  that  act,  [.ruclaimed  I 
lolf-ic  world.  i,ot  only  that  the  treaty,  without  | 
ihH^approbati-jn.  was  the  .supretne  l.iw  of  the  j 
la^i-but  that  ^hev_themselves  con-idered  it  >o.  I 
"^^iT  ^''}'^^  dci:tTrne  of  precedents  may  go.  the  ! 
H^ine  of  Repi^sentatives  are  concludnd  upon 
thJs'^oint. 

JV  ^ll  It  be  saiil,  sir.  that  laws  were  passed  afler- 

wjt  *  by  Congiess  for  the  creation  ol  slock,  for 

il}ir  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 

S(»i  >}i  on   the   Moverument  of  France,  and  for 

oc|i|  ^purposes,  iome  of  which,  not  all,  sir,  are  the 

s_s«ifi  as  some  ctf  the  purposes  intended  to  be  ef- 

tt^r^\  by  the  treaty  ?     This  objectioi  may  post- 

piit^-.jhe  deciyioin  of  the  question,  by  necessitating 

a  tiiaiier  answtif.     It  cannot  alter  that  decision. 

G»l;,  me  leave. »Mr.  President,  to  answer  this  ob- 

jef  |ja  by  puttijig  a  t)ue.>iion  my.velf  to  the  advo- 

c»5«'^'^^^*  cla|ras  of  the  House  of  Represeuta- 

li^rlion  this  Ho^r.     Can  an  instrument  of  writing 

^if^.-eaty,  and-.io  iref;ty.  at  the  same  time  ?     Can 

|''s*^«^louse  of  R^'pre'-^entatives,  admitting  inem  to 

h^  lithe  right  jo  reluse  to  pass  such  laws  as  may 

"i    fcessary  to^.-arry  into  etTect  a  treaty,  duly  and 

c;^'  ^"uvionallyjapproved  and  ratified  by  the  Pre- 

^if  ^'~''^  ^"^  "^^'''^  the  advice  and  consent  of 
l!»ty  penaie— ca^.  I  say,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tij'ilpa-s  lav;sjto  give  effect  to  certain  stipula- 

} 
I 


lions  of  a  treaty,  withoui.  at  the  same  time,  ad- 
mitting that  such  other  stipulations  of  the  same 
treaty,  without  which,  the  particular  article  for 
the  giving  effect  to  which,  they  have  passed  laws, 
should  not  have  been  agreed  to.  are  as  binding  as 
the  particular  article  to  which  tiiey  have  given 
effect  by  a  law  ?     And  how.  sir,  can  those  "other 
stipulations  be  binding  unless  they  be  a  law  ?     Iq 
the  treaty  lo  which  I  have  referred,  mere  are  two 
prominent  stipulations,  to  wit :  a  cession  of  the 
province  of  Louisiana    by  France  to  the  United 
States,  and  a  promise,  by  the  United  States,  to 
pay  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  to  F'rance.     By  the 
act  of  ihe  31si  of  October.  1803.  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  authorized  to  take  possession 
of  Louisiana  ;  .')ut  the  United  States  are  not  bound 
by  the  same  act  to  pay  France  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  ;  yet  Congress  knew  very  well,  when  they 
passed  the  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take 
possession  of  Louisiana,  that  there  had  l)een  con- 
tracted for  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  an 
obligation  to  pay  tii'teen   millions  of  dollars  for 
that  purpose.    Possession  could  not  be  taken  with- 
out providing  for  the  payment  ;  yet  not  a  word 
is  said  about  making  provision  lor  the  [)aynient. 
and  possession  is  ordered  to  be  taken.     Sir,  pro- 
vl>,ion  was  made  tor  the  payment.     The  House 
then  considered  tiie  obligation  to  pay  the  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  stipulated  to  be  {»aid  by  the 
President  and  the  Senate  as  complete,  as  binding, 
as   beyond   their   control;  they  knew,   they  con- 
fessed, that  the  treaty  was  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land;   they  knew  that  they  could  not  add  to.  or 
detract  from  the  obligations  uf  a  treaty  by  any 
act  of  theirs;  they  said   no'hing,  sir.     It  is  true 
that  they  passed  afterwards  the  neces.sary  laws 
to  carry  into  effect  tiie  provision^  of  the  treaty; 
and, among  others,  the  provisions  which  had  stip- 
ulated the  payment  and  mode  of  payment  of  the 
fifteen  million^  of  dollars.     But.  sir.  i!ie  passinf' 
of  those  several  act<,  even  according  to  the  doc*- 
trine  of  the   most    strenuous   advocates   for    the 
claims  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  does  not 
alter   the  position   I   maintain.     The    passing  of 
those  acts  was  forced  upon  them.     Alter  carrying 
into  eff^-ct   one  article  of  the  treaty,  thev   were 
bound    to   carry   every  other    article    into'  effect. 
These  acts,  sir.  posterior  to  the  31sl  of  October.l8U3, 
do  not  re-enact  the  articles  of  the  treaty.     They 
do  not  contract  the  obligation  ;  they  provide  for 
the   fulfilment  of  the  obligations  contracted   by 
the    paramount    law.     They   are   handmaids    to 
the  law  resulting   Irom   liie   treaty.     The  treaty 
then  was  law  before  the  enactment  of  those  acts; 
and  so.  sir,  is  the  treaty  lately  concluded,  without 
any  o(  the  enactments  in  the  bill  on  your  lable. 
During  the  lime  which  elapsed,  after  passing  the 
act  of  the  31st  of  October.  18<»3.  until  the  lime 
when  the  several  ajts  were  passed,  which  pro- 
vided for  the  carrying  into  effect  other  articles  of 
the  treaty,  those  articles  were  certainly  the  law 
oJ  the  land  ;  and  if  thev  were,  they  we're  so,  not 
because  re-enacted  by  Congress,  since  it  is  con- 
fessed on  all  hands  that  they  had  not  then  been 
re-enacted— they  were  so  then  only  because  they 
were  inserted  in  the  treaty.     The  treaty  then  was 


a  law,  without  the  reenaclment  of  the  articles  it 
comained  by  Congress, 

One  word  more,  Mr.  President,  and  I  have  done. 
By  the  treaty  of  the  30ih  of  April.  1803,  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  American  citizens  wereextended 
lo  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  ceded  by 
that  treaty  to  the  United  States.  Not  only  has 
no  act  been  passed  by  Congress  re-enacting  the 
article  of  the  treaty  which  confers  those  rights  and 
privilegeson  the  peopleof  the  ceded  territory;  but, 
sir.  It  is  not  improper  to  remark,  that  the  treaty, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  granting  of  those  rights 
and  privileges,  operates  as  a  repealing  clause  of 
the  several  siatutes  passed  by  Congress  prescrib- 
ing the  mode  by  which  foreigners  are  to  be  natu- 
ralized. How,  I  ask,  how  could  this  have  taken 
place,  if  the  eighth  Congress  had  not  considered 
that  the  treaty  was  a  law,  and  not  only  that  it 
was  a  law.  but  that  it  was  a  law  repealins:  ipso 
facto  all  the  acts  of  Congress  which  were  in  op- 
position to  the  treaty  ?  From  this  view  of  the 
subject,  1  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  in  voting  for 
the  rejection  o/  the  bill  on  your  lable. 
When  Mr.  F.  had  taken  his  seat — 
Mr.  Roberta  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President  :  Seeing  no  one  about  lo  occupy 
the  tloor,  I  rise,  though  ill  prepared,  to  offer  my 
opinion.  I  should  do  it  under  any  circumstances 
with  great  dilBdence.  Having  been  under  an 
impression  there  was  no  disposition  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  this  bill,  I  had  too  much  neglected 
turning  my  thoughts  to  its  provisions,  until 
gentlemen,  bedding  different  opinions  from  those 
I  am  compelled  to  form,  had  invited  discussion, 
and  almost  made  it  unavoidable.  I  yesterday 
moved  an  adjournment,  with  a  view  to  a  better 
consideration  of  the  subject ;  and  have  since 
devoted  to  it  some  attention.  1  have  found  it  one 
of  the  most  serious  character,  as  it  goes  to  fix  a 
high  and  important  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Uw.  The  ultimate  effects  of  the  deci- 
sion which  may  be  now  made,  if  it  re  ulls  in  a 
rejection  of  the  bill,  must  be  momentous,  how- 
ever light  its  immediate  ones  may  be  esteemed. 
Gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  other 
Ride  of  the  question,  have  the  advantage  of 
being  familiarized  with  this  sort  of  discussion, 
from  their  professional  pursuits.  [.Mr.  Barbour 
disclaimed  being  of  that  character.]  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  said  Mr.  R.,  disclaims  the 
professional  ciiaracter.  I  beg  his  pardon  ;  the 
other  g<  ntleraen  I  apprehend  are  of  that  charac- 
ter, at  least. 

This  question,  Mr.  President,  presents  nothing 
beyond  the  comprehension  of  a  plain  mind,  and 
ordinary  application. 

Several  exceptions  have  been  taken  to  this  bill. 
It  has  been  objected  to  on  the  point  of  etiquette. 
It  is  said  it  is  materially  variant  from  the  one 
passed  on  the  same  subject  by  this  body,  after 
solemn  and  deliberate  consideration  ;  and  that 
consistency  demands  of  us  its  rejection.  Lastly, 
it  IS  obj^-cted,  that  ii  is  unnecessary,  and  must, 
if  passed,  be  of  evil  consequence?.  This  last  ob 
jeciion,  if  found  valid,  must  be  fatal.  1  proceed 
to  khow  It  is  not. 

141U  Con.  1st  Skrs.— 3 


The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour) 
has  laid  dcmn  the  question  now  before  us. 
"Does  a  treaty  repeal  a  law  that  has  had  the 
sanction  of  Congress,  without  its  consent?"  I 
should  rather  state  it — ''Does  a  treaty,  ratified 
by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  President,  be- 
come a  law  without  legislative  sanction?"  I 
contend  it  cannot  constitutionally.  In  adducing 
proof  of  ihis,  I  shall  not  recur  to  precedents,  often 
inapplicable,  and  never  satisfactory  m  the  settle- 
ment of  just  principles  of  legal  construction. 
The  Constitution  is  ihe  only  safe  authority  to 
which  an  appeal  can  be  made,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain what  [)owers  are  possessed  by  any  branch 
of  Government.  In  referring  to  this  instrument, 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  it  is  a  specimen 
almost  without  parallel  of  concise  and  compre- 
hensive diction.  It  contains  few  redundant 
words,  and  forming  a  whole,  which  must  be  kept 
in  view,  to  a  just  construction  of  its  parts. 

The  first  section  of  the  first  article  declares, 
••  all  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Con- 
'  gress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist 
'  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives." 
This  short  clause,  Mr.  President,  will  be  found 
to  have  a  predominating  influence  through  the 
whole  instrument.  The  language  is  so  strong, 
and  so  comprehensive,  that  nothing  can  impair 
its  lorce  but  a  modification  of  its  meaning,  ex- 
press and  palpable.  No  construction  by  iinplica- 
lion,  nowever  strong,  can  be  adequate.  All  power 
of  making  laws  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress : 
it  ruusi  be  worse  than  absurdity  to  say,  then,  that 
a  treaty  can  become  a  law  of  the  land,  without 
its  approbation.  Tiie  following  sections  provide 
for  organizing  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  dtfining  the  powers  of  each  :  In 
the  ei^^hth  section,  we  find  what  Congress  have 
power  to  do.  Tins  section  closes  with  a  clause 
of  especial  importance  in  our  present  inquiry. 
We  find  here  that.  *'  Congress  shall  have  power  lo 
'  make  all  laws  nece.ssary  and  proper  fur  carrying 

*  into  execution  the  foregoing  power.s,  and  all 
'  other  powers,  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the 

•  Government  of  the  United  Stales,  or  in  any 
'  departtnent  thereof."  In  coming  at  a  correct 
construction  of  a  law,  much  depends  on  a  correct 
interpretation  of  word-.  Those  passages  show 
that  all  powers  lo  make  laws,  for  carrying  into 
execution  every  power  vested  in  the  Govern- 
ment, or  any  department  thereol',  (most  ob- 
viously liie  ireaty-making  power  is  here  in- 
cluded.) is  by  the  Constitution  vested  in  Congress. 

ere  is  an  especial  reference,  not  only  to  fore- 
going powers,  but  all  other  powers,  subsequent 
as  well  as  precedent.  A  legislative  power  is  a 
power  to  give  laws.  All  legislatitfe  power  is 
given  to  Congress,  and  no  oilier  Jt>partment  of 
tile  Government  can  exercise  it.  If  a  treaty 
be  a  law,  to  any  affirmative  effect,  it  can  only  be- 
come so  when  it  has  been  sanctioned  by  tlie  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representative.-.  Tuai  the 
treaty-making  power  is  not  ii  larz-inaking  power, 
I  consider  as  alrejdy  estab  isheJ,  by  ihe  most  cer- 
tain construction  of  the  Co.istuuiion.  But,  by 
pursuing  the  exaiuinaiion  uf  its  other  provuions, 
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Ii^'shall  find  Jn  them  confirraation^trong  to  de- 
li^<istration.  -The  ninth  section  contains  excep- 
Ci^is  out  of.  ."ind  limitations  on  the  legislative 
i^(««rer,  and  evt^ry  other  power  in  the  Government, 
ijf  loes  not  on||y  say  they  shall  not  legislate  on  the 
.•iiitfects  enun.erated.  but  no  power  in  the  Gov- 
tJrfijTient  shall!  infringe  upon  them.  The  dele- 
a^f'^  authorities  are  severally  and  collectively 
i^,  ibited  fron^  any  interference  with  them.  One 
i»t  he  except jons  is,  "that  no  tax  or  duty  shall 
i*  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State." 
i\  1  jther  is,  "'^lo  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
•ft  asury,  but' in  consequence  of  appropriations 
^  ,le  by  lawJ'  It  will  be  admitted  by  all,  that 
tljf  meaning  df  the  word  law.  as  used  here,  is  a 
<il|'  prescribe!  by  Congress.  A  treaty,  then,  the 
;)((C(visions  of.  which  require  appropriations  to 
eitjry  them  info  effect,  cannot  become  an  opera- 
(iy{»  law.  thc^gh  ratified  by  two-thirds  of  the 
^^ate  and  President,  till  Congress  have  by  law 
iijljropriated  luoney  to  carry  it  into  execution, 
^fre  ratificatijjn  of  a  treaty,  then,  is  obviously  a 
?nt;authoritv  from  t 


py  differer 


that  of  passing  laws 


I'fifxecute  it.  jBut.  it  has  been  said. a  treaty  when 
fi  tjfied  becon«es  a  law,  imposing  on  Congress 
'.I  ;»♦  duty  to  ni|ike  appropriations,  without  option. 
'l  ifis  conclusi|)n  must  l)»^  incorrect — first,  because 
U  jjoes  to  m^jke  the  President  and  Senate  the 
\(  jislative  aujhority.  and  the  Senate  and  House 
o  -Representitives.  the  Executive  authority — 
!>(  <{ond.  becaule  legislation  must  of  necessity  be 
H  i^act  of  free  ^ivill.  from  motives  of  expediency — 
^  1^  third,  if  tl^e  Legislature  refuse  to  appropriate, 
li  .^e  can  be  mo  coercive  remedy.  If  a  treaty, 
m  tjen  ratified.jbecomes  a  law,  it  must  bea  lawade- 
i^  itite  to  apprcjpriating  money, subject  to  be  drawn 


f  [pn  the  Treasury,  without  the  consent  of  Cou- 

g  tss.     The  ^rgument   leads  to  this  conclusion, 

;b!it  means  vjothing.     It  would  not  have  been 

Tiiire  obviously  improper,  to  have  stij)ulated  with 

I  ritain,  in  th^>  convention  this  bill  is  intended  to 

ici^ry  into  exj-cution,  for  the  levy  of  a  duty  on 

a  jicles  exported  into  the  United  States,  equal  to 

ii   f  existing  difty  on  British  exports.     This  seems 

?ti  jbe  the  unafoidable.  embarrassing  construction 

ijt  ,^t  arises  frjjm  atiempting  to  build  up  a  sover- 

'<^|D   and  liiije   limited  power,  on  an  insulated 

•  p  'ase  of  the*  Constitution,  without  reference  to 

t  I  context.    I 

j  i  Congress.*'  .Mr,  President.  ••  have  power  to 
!  •'  jiise  and  support  armies,  but  no  appropriation 
'  i'  money  to'  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term 
'  ^an  two  yfars."  Now,  if  the  treaty-making 
I  ;,.ver  can  njake  a  law.  as  is  contended  by  the 
"Rectors  to  hhis  bill,  that  imposes  on  Con- 
ra^ss  the  dujy  of  appropriating  money,  on  the 
»e  principle  they  can  certainly  mate  a  law, 
treaty,  to }ra:se  and  support  armies.  Having 
iMerence  to -the  usages  of  nations,  nothing  is 
tutre  commoii  in  treaiies  of  alliance  than  stipula- 
"T^s  for  ketjiing  up  a  standing  military  force. 
f^e  Constitujion  has.  however,  in  this  Govern- 
t'Qt.  intrusted  the  power  of  raising  armies,  to 
pjp ngress  alorje.  Nay — the  House  of  Represen  ta- 
les are  raajle  the  especial  guardians  against 
misuse  ol'  this  high  trust.     The  appropria- 


tions  are  limited  to  two  years.  A  new  House  of 
Representatives  must  assent  to  their  longer  con- 
tinuance. What  becomes  of  this  important  check, 
if  the  treaty-making  power  is  magnified  into  a 
high  and  sovereign  legislative  authority?  But 
some  gentlemen  have  confined  it  to  international 
concerns.  But  liieir  objection  to  this  bill  extends 
It  to  concerns  tiiat  are  national.  They  contend 
the  treaty  is  a  law.  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress ;  if  so.  it  goes  to  impair  the  revenue,  by  a 
very  considerable  diminution  of  the  duties  on 
iniporis  and  tonnage.  My  friend  from  South 
Carolina.  (Mr.  Tavlor.)  yesterday  justly  re- 
marked, that  we  had  heard  much  about  legisla- 
tive pledges  of  laiih  to  the  public  creditors;  and 
he  had  been  taught  to  believe,  that  when  made 
by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  ihey  could  not  be 
violated,  but  by  consent  oi  both.  Reject  this  bill, 
and  the  Senate  withdraw  the  pledge,  without 
the  consent  ot  the  House,  and  have  no  power  to 
originate  a  substitute.  If  then  the  doctrine,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  is  a  paramount  power, 
exclusively  vested  in  the  President  and  Senate, 
with  no  other  limit  than  their  discretion,  as  to 
what  are  fit  objects  for  it  to  act  upon,  and  that 
their  ratification  binds  the  nation,  as  gentlemen 
have  coniended,  all  the  limitations  on  the  legis- 
lative power  in  the  Constitution  are  frivolous,  to 
say  no  more,  and  nugatory.  If  treaties,  when 
ratified  merely,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
liie  amendatory  clause  in  the  Constitution  is  of 
liitle  value.  When  a  treaty  is  made  a  law.  by 
sanction  of  the  authority  ol  the  United  Slates, 
whatever  that  authority  may  be  found  to  be,  it 
becuiues  a  pact,  binding  on  tins  nation  as  a  coa- 
traciiiig  party,  till  the  other  party  infracts  the 
covenant,  or  it  is  done  by  us  by  act  equivalent  to 
that  ol  war.  These  may  be  of  lasting  effect,  and 
thus  the  President  and  Senate  may  even  preclude 
the  benefit  of  amendment.  Thus  too  must  be 
opened,  il  gentlemen's  construction  is  true,  a 
broad  and  extensive  field  for  gradual  and  dan- 
gerous encroachments  on  the  liberties  of  this 
people. 

In  the  second  article.  Mr.  President,  we  find  it 
provided,  that  ••  the  Executive  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America;''  all  power  to  make  laws,  to  carry  into 
effoct  any  j.owers  vested  in  the  Government,  or 
any  department  thereof,  is  vested  in  Congress. 
Executive  puwer  is  a  power  that  has  "the  qual- 
ity of  performing  active,  not  deliberative,  not  le- 
gislative." No  two  powers  can  be  in  their  nature 
more  di>tincf  ;  nay.  even  more  opposite.  In  the 
Constitutional  allotment  of  the  Executive  duties, 
this  distinctness  is  preserved  with  great  precision. 
'•  The  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of 
tiie  Army  and  Navy,  and  of  the  militia  when 
called  into  actual  service  ;"  but,  "Congress  shall 
pass  laws  fur  calling  out  the  militia,  governing," 
&c.  The  duty  of  the  President  is  strictly  execu- 
tive. He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  two  thirds  of  the 
Senators  concurring,  to  make  treaties;  and  he 
shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  appoint  ambassadors ;  and 
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shall  take  care  the  laws   be  faithfully  executed. 
I   cannot  find,  by  the  remotest  iraf»lication.  any 
authority,  either  in   the  general  <jrant,  or  in  the 
enumeration  of  Executive  powers   given    to  the 
President,  or  conjointly  to  him   and  the  Senate, 
anything  like   Legislative  authority,  except,  in- 
deed,  it   be    drawn    from    the   cabalistic    words 
make  treaiies.     On  the  simple  verb  to  make,  gen- 
tlemen   rest    their   construction    to   deprive    the 
House  of  Representatives,   the  most  confidential 
branch  of  the  Government,  of  their  voice  in  ma- 
king laws  of  the  land.     As  well  might  it  be  said 
the  appointment  of  an  ambassador  had  the  etiect 
of  law,  and  his  outfit  and  salary  followed  as  mat- 
ter of  course.     Make,  we  understand,  is  equiva- 
lent to,  '•  10  form  of  materials."    As  soon.  then,  as 
the  elements  of  a  treaty  are  embodied,  the  stimu- 
lus of  ratification  is  to  give   life  and  activity  to 
the  instrument,  beyond  the  control  of  the  people's 
representatives,  though  ever  so  subversive  of  their 
rights.     But  gentlemen  attempt  to  extend  their 
ground  of  construction,  by  referring  to  the  sixth 
article,  which  reads,  "this  Constitution,  and  the 
'  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made 
'  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  which  shall 
*  be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
'  .shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
'  judges  in  every   State  shall  be  bound  thereby." 
The  words  "  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States."  have  been  conveniently  passed  over,  or 
slightly  noticed.     They  are  not  surplusage — their 
meaning  is  important — a  treaty  not  made  under 
the   authority  of  the    United    States  shall  not  be 
the  law  of  the  land.     Here  it  is  plain  and  palpa- 
ble the  legislative  authority  is  included,  else  why 
all  the  checks  and  limitations  on  that  authority  ? 

The  judicial  power  is  to  extend  to  "  all  cases  in 
law  and   equity   arising  under  the  Constitution, 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  which 
.shall  be  made  under  tlieirauthority."  Thus,  twice 
is  enumerated,  in  what  order  the  Constitution,  the 
laws,  and  treaties  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  shall  stand.     In  both  cases  it 
IS   precisely   the  same,  treaties  are  in  the  third  | 
place.     To  make  them  obligatory  on  the  State 
judges,  th?y  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  authority 
of  the  United  States.     The  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  by  solemn  and  deliberate  act  emphat-  j 
ically  declared,  in  their  opinion,  the  commercial 
convention  with  Great  Britain  will  not  have  been  ] 
made  a  law  of  the  land  under  the  authority  ofj 
the  United   Slates,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives   in  their  j 
legislative  capacity.      This  at   least  proves   the 
competency  of  the  treaty-making  power  duubt-  , 
ful— where  doubts  exist,  it  is  the  safer  way  to  re-  ' 
move  them,  when  it  can  be  done.     If  the  most , 
numerous,  and  not  the  less  enlightened  branch  ol  ' 
the  Legislature  doubt,  may  not  the  State  judges  j 
doubt,  and  thus  a  case  arise  where  one  authority 
conflicts  with  another  about  what  is  law  ?     The 
remedy   for  this  evil  is  easy,  is  safe  ;  render  to  j 
the  legislative  authority  what  is  its  due.  i 

We  have  been   told,  Mr.  President,  the  treaty-  \ 
making  power  is  the  highest  power  exercised  m 
any  community  ;  that  it  is  a  sovereign  power.    1  j 


apprehend  this  language  is  much  too  strong,  un- 
less It  is  meant  to  say  it  has  no  limits  but  m  the 
discretion  of  those  who  exercise  it.  If,  as  we  are 
told,  this  power,  when  exercised  by  the  proper 
authority,  binds  the  nation,  and  that  proper  au- 
thority comes  from  the  words  mnke  treaties,  then 
will  I  admit  it  is  a  sovereign  power  indeed.  Hap- 
pily, however,  I  find  by  the  Constitution  a  treaty 
law  has  no  peculiar  preference  to  a  statute  law. 
The  former  has  the  third  place,  and  the  same 
power  can  abrogate  either.  But  treaty-making 
is  not  the  highest  act  of  power  in  this  commu- 
nity—levying war  and  taxes,  and  regulating  jus- 
tice, are  powers  of  a  higher  character,  and  equally 
sovereign.  But,  gentlemen  have  admitted  this 
power  must  be  applied  to  a  fit  subject  to  bind  the 
nation.  The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
says,  the  treaty  in  question  goes  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  and  Congress  can 
only  do  this  by  law.  Here  then  is  not  a  fit  sub- 
.ject.  and  I  apprehend  few  will  be  found  that  do 
not  require  the  assent  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  make  a  law. 

The  treaty-making  power,  we  are  told,  cannot 
touch  the  sword  and  the  purse — these  are  guaran- 
tied  to  the   national  will.     This  leaves  little  to 
contend   about.     The  treaty-making  power,  if  it 
even  be  a   substantive   power,  will   have   limited 
exercise  if  it  touches  not  the  sword  and  the  purse. 
I  do  not  know  if  I  can  enumerate  the  catalogue 
of  treaty  topics.     There  are  treaties  of  peace,  of 
amity  and  commerce,  of  alliance,  offensive  and 
defensive,  of  limits,  of  cession,  and  of  subsidy. 
Which  of  these  can  be  touched  without  contact 
with  the  power  of  the  purse  and  the  sword?     I 
s^ee  none  but  a  treaty  of  peace;  it  wants  no  af- 
firmation.    I   contend,  however,   that  no   treaty 
which  has  any  operative  or  active  character,  can 
have  the  effect  of  law  without  interfering  with 
the   authority    vested   in   Congress,  as    much  as 
those  relating  to  the  purse  and  the  sword.     The 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Mason) 
asks,  was  the  power  of  making  a  treaty  in  the 
President  and  Senate  when  the  commercial  con- 
vention with  Britain  was  made?  and  adds,  they 
have  It,  or  it  is  nowhere  granted.     I  think  I  have 
proved  it  is  granted,  and  that  they  have  it  not. 
The  gentleman  thinks  the  treaty-making  power 
does  not  interfere  with  the  power  of  Congress  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations.  If  treaty 
regulations  made  by  the  President  and  Senate  be 
law,  they  not  only  repeal  statutes  and  supersede 
the  power  of  legislation  for  the  time  being,  but 
during  the  existence  of  the  treaty.     This  is  a  con- 
struction   of    the   legislative   power   to    regulate 
commerce,   without  the  consent  of  the  most  im- 
portant branch  of  Congress.     In  this  case  it  will 
be  againjt  their  expressed  will.     The  legislative 
is  a  grand  power,  says  fhe  gentleman ;  the  treaty- 
making  authority  is  a  special  one.     How  is  a  spe- 
cial  incidental  power,  let  me  ask,  by  any  sound 
rule  of  construction,  to  obliterate  a  grand  leading 
power,  such  as  that  of  legislation  ?     This  dispo- 
sition to  aggrandize  the  treaty-making  power  on 
the  ruins  of  legislative  authority,  results  in  per 
petual  absurdity.     Belter   to  leave  the  treaty 
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•ifliking  powe/.  the  ^enileman  tells  us,  where  ih 
tj|w)ple   have  cplaced   it  ;   it  is  there  I  wish    it  I 

!ii|nain,  and  y 

Mt  as  to  wh(jf 


;ihe   legislative    power  also. 


le 
to 
II  is 
are  coDstitutionally  authorized  to 
.1  ^ke  trealien  we  differ,  but  to  whom  it  is  given 
'  Imake  iherp  law?  It  is  an  Executive  power  in 
1[  \  nature,  sa'/s  tht;  genlKman.  and  every  wise 
|i  Jtion  has  placed  it  iliere.  So  far  as  negotiation 
:^i  concerntd?  it  is  Executive  ;  so  far  as  raiifica- 
^n  is  conc«frned,  it  is  Executive;  but  the  Ex- 
'"utive  cannot  make  it  a  law  without  usurpation 
\\^  the  Legislative  authority.  When  the  Execu- 
i^e  proceed^ to  make  laws  he  becomes  a  legisla- 
|r,  and  we  i'rrive  at  the  absurdity  of  despotism 
,r  making  t^is  will  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
ifntleman  (t^m  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  .Maso.n) 
ys  the  '•  l.i!W  of  the  land"  is  a  common  law 
rm  ;  but  ale  we  thence  to  go  to  common  law 
jgislation  tu  learn  how  the  Executive  can  make 
Jeaiies  the  ^iw  of  the  land  ?  A  judicial  de- 
i.<ion  canno|  make  treaties  the  law  of  the  land, 
r^nirary  to  «he  w>ll  of  the  Legislature,  without 
Murpatioo    • 

W  Gf  nileraei  recur  to  the  era  of  our  Government 
Jj<  show  It  \'*.as  designed  to  strengthen  the  Fed- 
al  authority  ;  and  tell  us  power  is  parcelled  out 
,h  the  differ«i()l  departments.     This  affords  a  good 
flule  by   whi^h  to  construe  the  Con>tituiion.     It 
Dtaios  prof  isionv  for  a  due  and  distinct  exercise 
all  necesviiry  powers  for  the  administration  of 
just  and  /fee  Government — on   the  one   hand, 
rong  enouj/h  to  secure  social  security  and  bap 
:.  ^  iness  ;    aniK  on    the  other,   restrained    from   in- 
■•    I  »ding  eithtr  by  a  due  division   and   delinemtnt 
r    [f  authority.     A  desire  to  invest  one  authority 
w    with    increased  power  by  construction,  must  de- 
;^    ;iroy  the  sy(jimetry  of  the  system,  if  not  the  sys- 
*     lira  itself.    'Tiie  high  powers  of  legislation  are 
.i    ( heckeil    by«  two   co-ordinate   brandies,   nnd    an 
;    '  Executive  j^egative,  and  they  ought  never  to  be 
vi    )  xercised   ii^any  other   manner.     There  cannot. 
•  W*^")  ^^  ^^*i  laws  at  once ;  there  can  be  no  con- 

gict,  no  (loujit,  DO  difficulty.  All  law:>  will  then 
manaie  froin  the  same  source,  as  the  sages  who 
^'ramed  our  Government  intended.  The  House 
'  >ff  Represei)talives  have  invited  us  to  this  course 

;  ^j    The  geniieman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  nARBOUR) 
'    eeras  di>pc^ed  to  resulve  the  question  iniooneol 
jfreat  and  si^ial!  Slates.    He  conceives  four  States 
inight.  on  aitreaty  question  in  the  House  of  Uep- 
esentative.,;  control  fourteen.     He  recalled  the 
tateraent,  ijut  his  error,  in  point  of  numbers,  was 
mall ;  one  Sfote,  added  to  those  of  the  four  large>l 
Slates,  would  make  a  quorum  of  that  Hf)U^e.  But, 
n  point  of  ifact,  I  tiiink   he   is   in  error — no  evil 
an  arise  fiom  this  circumstance — no  treaty  can 
e  ratified  '^ithout   passing  as  much  within   the 
lower  of  t  Je  small  States  as  the  large  oii»'s,  nor 
;o  before  t?»e  House.     The  House  will  reject  no 
reaty  but  en  strong  grounds.    The  welfare  of  the 

»!tnali  States  cannot  be  more  deeply  staked  in  a 
treaty  iharv  that  of  the  large  ones  in  the  event 
•'  ^of  its  pas-a^e  or  rejection,  if  the  f'residcn!  and 
V  l^Scr-aieeanifli-ike  treatie.>  laws  of  I  tie  land  by  iheir 
i    ',raiificaHon,  who  shall  coa.serve  the  right:,  of  the 


large  States,  when  numbers  are  so  much  against 
them  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour) 
has  contended,  that  theCongress  hive  powerto  es- 
tablish a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization;  it  has 
been  ceded,  by  Jay's  Treaty,  that  the  treaty  mak- 
ing power  can,  under  its  legitimate  exercise,  re- 
ciprocally naturalize  the  natives  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  of  the  country  of  the  other  contract- 
ing party.  An  appeal  to  that  treaty  will  not  war- 
rant such  a  construction.  It  is  drawn  up  with 
ihe  strictest  care  not  to  encroach  on  the  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation. With  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  I 
will  read  the  article  :  •■  Such  settlers  and  traders 
'  as  shall  continue  to  reside  within  the  boundary 
■  lines,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  become  citizens 
'  of  the  United  Siates,  or  to  take  any  oath  of  alle- 
'  giance  to  the  Government  thereof,  but  they  shall 

•  be  at  full  liberty  so  to  do  if  they  think   proper; 
'  and  they  shall  make  and  declare  their  election 

•  in  one  year  after  the  evacuation  aforesaid.    And 

•  all  persons  who  shall   continue   there   afier  the 
'  expiration  of  the  said  year,  without  having  de- 

•  dared  their  intention  of  remaining  subjects  of 
'  His  Britannic  Majesty,  shall  be  considered  as 

•  having  elected  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
'  Slates."'     It  is  unnecessary  to  remark,  that   all 
this  stipulation   provides  for,  is  the  option  to  be- 
come, or  not  to  become,  citizens.     It  merely  en- 
gages for  the  United  States,  that  no  law  shall  be 
passed  to  prevent  such  as  do  not  elect  to  remaio. 
British  subjects,  to  take  an   oath  of  allegiaiicee 
and  become  citizens  of  the  United   Staie-i.     The 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Fromentin)  has 
referred  to  the  treaty  ceding  thai  country    to  ihe 
United  States,  to  show  that  it  trenched  upon  the 
powers  of  Congress,  in   respect   to  naturaiiziiiuti 
and    reguiatin^'  commerce.     The   article  of  that 
treaty  which   provides  for  the  admis^on  ol   that 
territory  into  the   Union   as   Slates,   is  expressly 
worded  so  as  not  to  infract  the  Constitution.    So 
mucli  did    the  President   believe  the  sanction  of 
Congress  necessary  to  carry  that  treaty  into  ex- 
ecution, that,  immediately  on  its  raiificaiiun,  he 
sent  a  message  to  Congress,  pressingnhe  speedy 
enaction  of  law^  to  give  it  effect.     But  I  cannot 
6nd   tlie   slightest  evidence  of  the   i^resident,  as 
negotiator,  showing  any  disposition  to  a^  t  under 
a  construction  of  exercising  a  >overeigD  power. 
In  page  eighteen  of  the  Executive  paf>ers  of  the 
second  session  of  the  twelfth  Congress,  we   find 

'  these  instructions  :  '"As  an  inducement  to  Great 
'  Britain  to  discuntinuo  the  practice  of  impress- 
'  ment  from  American  vessels,  you  may  give 
'  a^suranci'  that  a  law  will  be  |)as>ed  (to  be  re- 
'ciprocal)  tj  proliibit  the  employment  of  Brit- 
'  ish  seamen  in  the  public  or  coinmercial  ser- 
'  vice  of  the  United  States."  Mr.  Russell  explains 
to  the  British  Minister,  that  this  as>urance  is 
given,  under  the  sense  of  ilie  Federal  Consiitu- 
lion  ;  that  is,  ihat  it  involved  the  as-ent  of  Con- 
gress, over  whom  ibe  Executive  had  no  control. 
Our  CoiiimisMoners,  mi  negotiating  the  conven- 
tion in  qutsiion,  referred  to  a  law  of  last  session, 
to  show  llie  sense  of  the  legislative  authuriiy,  and 
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to  give  assurance  of  their  concnrrence  in  stipula- 
tions to  equivalent  effect.  This  law  had  been 
forwarded  as  instruction,  no  doubt. 

The  <:entleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbodr) 
seems  aware  that  his  construction  may  be  thought 
to  vest  a  dangerous  power  in  the  President  and 
Senate  ;  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  says  he,  must 
ratify  a  treaty,  they  are  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States,  and  are  men  who  have  gone 
through  the  ordeal  of  State  oflBce.  The  Presi- 
dent, he  adds,  is  elected  by  the  people,  and  must  be 
a  man  distinguished  for  his  virtue  and  services. 
Bui.  Mr.  President,  however  the  mode  of  consti- 
tuting the  Executive  and  the  Senate  may  prom- 
ise the  obtainment  of  good  men,  it  is  obvious  and 
palpable,  that  they  are  not  the  favorite  deposito- 
ries of  high  discretionary  trust  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  House  of  Representatives  only  can 
originate  revenue  bills.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives are  to  check  the  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  armies  once  in  two  years.  While  the 
gentleman  is  talking  about  the  confidence  due  to 
the  Senate,  we  all  remember,  at  the  era  our  Gov- 
ernment was  established,  opinions  were  held  by 
some  not  very  partial  to  free  Government.  Such 
opinions  are  still  held.  We  can  all  remember 
with  what  feelings  the  first  Senate  assembled  ; 
what  questions  were  discussed,  and  what  projects 
were  contemplated.  Public  opinion  has  made 
these  feelings  in  some  degree  disappear;  but,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  we  may  look  for  more  here 
than  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  If  we 
look  to  the  powers,  the  paucity  of  numbers,  the 
period  of  ofiice.  or  the  mode  of  election,  fur  this 
body  ;  are  they  calculated  most  to  allay  or  excite 
jealousy?  The  plain  letter  of  the  Constitution 
gives  the  President  and  Senate  power  enough, 
without  extending  it  by  constructive  authority, 
raided  on  vague  implication. 

We  are  not  to  look  for  the  destruction  of  the 
liberties  of  this  people,  from  a  single  stride  of  au- 
thority, but  by  one  branch  arrogating  to  itself 
power  with  the  concurrence  of  another,  to  the 
disparagement  of  a  third.  It  must  be  by  artful 
and  gradual  encroachment,  under  cover  of  forced 
construction,  and  by  a  cautious  application  of 
power  thus  obtained.  Hence,  we  are  taught  to 
fear  the  eflect  of  the  precedent  the  rejection  of 
this  bill  might  establish,  more  especially  as  it 
would  set  at  naught  the  solemn  opinion  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  remarks,  he  has 
endeavored  to  discuss  the  question  as  he  finds  the 
Constitution;  were  a  proposition  to  amend  it  be- 
fore us,  he  could  have  no  difficulty.  1  request 
him  to  examine  it  anew;  I   think,    fairly   inter- 

ftreted,  it  is  what  he  could  wish  it.  Let  us  leave 
aw-making  and  treaty-making  where  the  people 
have  placed  it.  Then,  indeed,  shall  we  have  done 
justice  to  the  wisdom  of  those  sages  who  formed 
the  Constitution.  We  are  asked,  if  the  President 
and  Senate  become  corrupt,  what  will  there  be 
to  preserve  the  House  of  Representatives?  I  an- 
swer, frequent  election,  and  greater  numbers. 

Need  1  now  r<  mark,  Mr.  President,  that  1  think 
thu  bill  necessary  ;  alt  1  have  said  goes  to  prove 


it.  I  had  thought  yesterday  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, not  very  dissimilar  to  the  bill  we  have  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives — I  had  prepared 
it.  Better  reflection  convinces  me  this  bill  is 
necessary.  Its  enactments  are  precisely  corres- 
pondent with  the  provi>ions  of  the  commercial 
convention  with  Great  Britain.  It  will  not  be 
enough  that  the  courts  shall  look  to  that  instra- 
ment  for  the  law,  the  statute  ought  also  to  be  be- 
fore them. 

On  the  subject  of  etiquette,  it  ill  becomes  as  to 
be  very  punctilious.  The  bill  passed  by  this 
body  was  not,  on  my  part,  a  very  deliberate  act; 
nor  was  it  to  be  looked  for,  that  it  should  have 
arrested  the  House  on  the  passage  of  their  own 
bill,  from  the  time  of  its  arrival  oti  their  table. 

It  has  been  ray  desire,  Mrt  President,  to  pre- 
serve that  coolness  in  the  delivery  of  ray  senti- 
ments which  is  due  to  this  body,  and  the  dignity 
of  the  subject.  Declamation  and  rhetorical  flour- 
ish has  been  made  to  give  place  to  sober  ex- 
amination, and  a  desire  only  to  justify  what  I 
find  to  be  my  duty,  in  the  vote  I  am  to  give.  My 
conviction  is  clear,  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 

When  Mr.  Roberts  sat  down — 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  as  the 
reading  of  the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
twice  on  the  same  day,  had  been  noticed,  and 
that  too  with  reference  to  a  rule  which  made  it 
necessary  for  the  second  reading  to  be  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the,House,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  state,  that  when  it  was  read  the  second 
time,  it  was  not  on  his  table,  and  that  while  it 
was  reading  the  third  time,  it  was  laid  on  it  wet, 
not  in  time  to  be  read  before  the  bill  was  passed.' 
He  did  not  object  to  the  third  reading,  because 
he  had  but  a  few  days  before  taken  his  seat,  and 
did  not  like  so  very  soon  to  be  the  only  objecting 
member,  to  that  which  appeared  to  be  the  gen- 
eral wish  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  blame  any 
one  for  the  reading  of  the  bill  twice  on  the  same 
day  that  it  passed  ;  if  blame  attached  to  any  per- 
son, it  was  to  himself.  He  had  frankly  stated 
the  grounds  on  which  he  acted  ;  perhaps  it  might 
be  a  sort  of  false  delicacy.  He  considered  it  due 
to  the  Senate  to  say  that,  when,  on  the  next  day, 
be  objected  to  the  reading  of  a  bill  a  second  time 
on  the  same  day,  it  was  done  under  the  painful 
recollection  of  what  had  taken  place  the  day  be- 
fore, and  with  no  view  to  delay  the  public  busi- 
ness, or  to  thwart  the  inclination  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  M.  said,  as  he  was  now  up,  he  should  give 
some  of  the  reasons  which  woultl  induce  him  to 
vote  for  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives— in  doing  which  he  promised  to  be  very 
short.  He  agreed  with  the  gentlemen  who  dif- 
fered with  him  as  to  the  propriety  of  passing  the 
bill,  that  the  Constitution  should  be  so  construed 
as  to  give  to  every  part  its  full  effect,  and  to 
every  department  of  the  Government  tiie  power 
allotted  to  it,  and  that  no  department  should  at- 
tempt to  encroach  on  the  power  delegated  to  an- 
other. If  one  should  unfortunately  make  the 
attempt,  he  would  add  that  it  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately resisted.  With  respect  to  what  had  beea 
said    about   the   House   of  Represeotaiires,   he 
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7uld  only  observe  that  he  had  been  a  roeniber 

|it.  and  nevyr  witnessed  an  attempt  to  encroach 

;«j||  the  powei*?  delegated   to  others;   nor   did  he 

'f^«lieve  a  cas^  could  be  found  which  would  estab- 

the  fact  'that  the  attempt  had   been   made. 

le  time  of  tjieir  service  forbids  it.     The  attempt 

'',11  never  be- made  by  either  House,  unless  there 

ill  be  much  of  what  is  called  the  spirit  of  the 

rps  among  the  members,  and  two  years  is  too 

',ort  time  fcfr  much  to  be  acquired.     Certainly 

;great  deal-more  may  be  acquired  in  six;  nor 

jn   it   be  supposed    that   the    numbers  of  that 

(ouse  can  so  readily  acquire  it  as  the  few  of  this. 

)f^e  time  of  service  is  as  one  to  three,  and  the 

^mber   of   members  somewhere   about    five  to 

^^e.     The  liine  of  service  is  two  years  shorter 

ID  that  of  )he  Ptesident,  and  that  of  the  Sen- 

Ft?  two  yeaiis  longer;  it  would,  therefore,  seem 

It   if  any  jwo  of  the   legislative  departments 

f^iJre  to  comljine  (he  spoke  only  of  the  qualified 

igislative  character  of  the  President)  to  encroach 

4^  the  powejrs   delegated   to  the  other,  that  the 

.-fe|ae  of  servi(<e  would  be  a  great  consideration  in 

Irming  the  r.ombinaiion,  and  that  would  be  suf- 

aient  to  preVent  the  House  of  Representatives 
•m  being  one. 
;    UK  the  treajy-raaking  power  be  as  great  as  has 
}    \en  confendifd  for.  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
'    fouse  of   Representatives  had  but  two  powers 
ihich  mightlnot  be  taken  away  by  it,  neither  of 
^bich  were  ijf  the   most   pleasant  kind — one  to 
^peach,   the'  other   to   originate   revenue    bills, 
^e  last  raeiiiioned,  the  late  treaty  has  slightly 
•^d    indirecii|y   touched.      If    the  assent   of  the 
jiDUse  be  not;  necessary  to  repeal  the  law  impos- 
(g  higher  dijties  on  foreign  ships,  and  goods  im- 

•  Jirted   in  thfra,  than   on   American   ships,  and 
'^ods  importJ.'d  in  ihem.  the  treaty  does  not  origi- 

^^te  a  revenie  bill,  but  it  lessens  the  tax  on  for- 
[n  ships,  at{d  goods  imported  in  them,  accord- 
to  the  oijinion  of  those  who  oppose  the  bill, 
id  that  too  jiledged  for  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
debt.  Tcj  lessen  a  tax,  seems  to  be  about  the 
^*me  thing  at  to  repeal  a  higher  and  lay  a  lower 
fix  on  the  ijame  article.  If  the  President  and 
fcienate  can  lessen  one  tax  by  treaty,  they  most 
^suredly  carl  every  one.  Of  what  value,  then,  is 
je  power  tobriginate  revenue  bills,  or  legislative 
kiedges  for  tue  payment  of  the  debt,  if  the  two 
{departments jof  the  Government  which  cannot 
I  f^iginate  a  revenue  bill,  nor  of  themselves  pledge 
'  ijie  revenue, tan,  by  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power. 
Induce  liie  taxes,  and,  to  the  amount  reduced,  do 
fjWay  the  pledge.  To  make  such  a  power  work 
Well,  it  oughtt  to  have  the  authority  to  originate 

•  ivenue  billsj  pass  and  pledge  them,  or  to  compel 
|e  House  o^  Representatives  to  give  their  aid  to 
i^rry  their  rr^easures  into  execution.  The  House 
{'  Represenjfatives.  like  every  deliberative  assem- 
;jy,  cannot  ^t  under  compulsion,  but  must  act, 
'^iact  rightlji. according  to  its  own  judgment  and 
•i'scretion.  Jf  a  treaty  can  reduce  a  tax  without 
^e  consent  c4  the  House  of  Representatives,  why 
<,ot  raise  one*?  Nothing  seems  more  clear  than 
'fhat  it  ougb^  to  require  the  same  power  to  do 

l^iiher  of  the. acts.    But  to  make  this,  if  possible, 

I      ! 


more  plain,  he  would  ask  what  would  have  been 
thought  of  the  Constitution  at  the  time  it  was 
considered  and  debated  in  the  Slate  conventions 
which  adopted  it,  if,  at  the  end  of  the  article 
which  delegates  legislative  power  to  Congress, 
not  to  the  President  and  Senate,  a  clause  had 
been  added  to  this  effect,  that  the  President  and 
Senate  might,  by  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, repeal  whatever  acts  Congress  might  pass? 
If  they  can  repeal  one,  they  may  every  one ;  and 
if  they  can  reduce  the  tax  beforementioned,  they 
can  undoubtedly  repeal  it;  and  if  the  treaty- 
making  power  can  of  itself  rightfully  act  on  one 
of  the  powers  delegated  to  Congress,  it  can  on  all. 
If  the  construction  which  the  friends  of  the  bill 
oppose  be  the  true  one.  then  the  Constitution 
would  not  have  been  changed  by  the  supposed 
additional  clause.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
will  pardon  me  fur  saying,  that  no  clause  can  be 
found  in  the  Constitution  which  secures  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  to  Congress,  the 
sword  and  the  purse,  if  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect duties  and  imposts,  and  to  regulate  trade,  is 
not.  Every  power  delegated  to  Congress  is  ia 
the  same  article.  There  is  no  exception  in  favor 
of  the  sword  or  purse  ;  if  the  treaty-making  power 
includes  one,  it  must  all.  for  all  are  granted  alike. 
The  late  treaty  touches  the  purse  to  the  amount 
of  the  tax  reduced. 

If  the  assent  of  Congress  be  not  necessary  to 
equalize  the  duties  on  foreign  and  American  ships 
and  goods  imported  in  them,  why  pass  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  which  contains  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  ought  to  be  considered  as  settling 
the  question  ?  The  bill  ought  now  to  pass,  or  the 
act,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  was  useless ;  because 
the  treaty-making  power  could  do  of  itself  that 
which  the  act  proposed  to  foreign  Governments. 
According  to  his  construction,   which   gave    to 
every  part  of  the  Constitution  its  full  effect,  and 
to    every    department    of    the    Government    the 
power  granted  to  it,  the  reason  was  obvious;  it 
was  one  of  the  subjects,  the  power  over  which 
had  been  granted  to  Congress;  it  was  therefore 
necessary  that  Congress  should  act,  as  it  ought 
always,  in  every  such  case;  nor  was  there  any 
just  cause  to  apprehend   a  difficulty  in  making 
treaties    under    this    construction  ;    indeed,    he 
thought    the   chairman  of  the   committee   (Mr. 
Bibb)  to  whom  the  bill   had   been   referred  had 
satisfactorily  shown,  that,  in  practice,  the  con- 
struction he  contended  for  had  been  adopted,  and 
that  no  inconvenience   had  been  discovered  by 
experience.     Suppose  the  Constitution  to  be  of 
more  doubtful  construction  than  it  really  is.  and 
the  practice  not  settled,  ought  not  that  construc- 
tion and  that  practice  to  be  adopted  which  would 
best  accord  with  its  principles,  and  of  course  be 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare  ; 
and  would  not  such  construction  and  such  prac- 
tice recommend  the  passing  of  the  bill  ?    The 
question  is  not  however  one  of  expediency,  but 
whether  the  construction  makes  the  bill  neces- 
sary.    It  is  my  endeavor  to  show  that  it  does. 
The  construction  contended  for  is  warranted  by 
that  great  principle  which  characterizes  all  the 
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American  Governments — that  the  majority  shall 
govern;  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  by  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate  under  the  present  Constitution,  and 
by  nfne  States  under  the  old  Confederation,  as 
well  as  the  provision  for  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution by  nine  States,  he  believed,  were  all  bot- 
tomed on  that  principle.  This  he  thought  would 
satisfactorily  appear  by  attending  to  the  number 
of  Representatives  apportioned  to  the  States.  By 
the  Convention  which  framed  the  present  Con- 
stitution, the  whole  number  was  sixty-five,  of 
which  Massachusetts  had  eight,  New  York  six, 
Pennsylvania  eight,  and  Virginia  ten;  this  sup- 
ports the  opinion  advanced,  that  any  nine  States 
under  the  Confederation  were  supposed  to  con- 
tain a  majority  of  the  people;  hence,  under  that 
Government  it  required  nine  of  the  thirteen  States 
to  ratify  a  treaty  ;  and  this  also  accounts  for  the 
two-thirds  in  the  Senate.  The  fixing  on  this 
number  was  doubtless  to  secure  the  same  princi- 
ple when  the  new  States  should  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  the  few  cases  in  which  the  House 
of  Representatives  were  not  to  act;  but  not  to 
alter  or  change  the  power  granted  to  any  de- 
partment of  the  Government  ;  certainly  not  to 
give  the  treaty-making  power  an  authority  over 
the  revenue,  because,  from  the  rule  by  which 
Representatives  was  apportioned,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States  into  the  Union,  it  would 
readily  have  occurred  that  this  might  give  the 
whole  power  delegated  to  the  Government  to  a 
minority.  Such  an  oversight  will  not  be  im- 
puted to  the  Convention.  In  fact,  if  a  treaty  can 
do  away  a  law.  which  it  required  Congress  to 
pass,  It  lollows.  that  a  minority  of  the  nation,  by 
their  Senators  and  the  President,  can  undo  that 
which  a  majority  by  their  Representatives  in 
every  dejtartment  of  the  Government  had  done. 
To  be  convinced  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
attend  to  the  rule  by  which  Electors  to  vote  for 
the  President  are  apportioned  among  the  States; 
and  to  the  fact,  that  two-thirds  of  the  States,  the 
smallest  certainly,  have  not  a  majority  of  the 
people.  Any  construction  which  gives  this  power 
to  a  minority,  is  a  departure  from  the  great 
American  principle  before  «tated.  that  a  majority 
shall  govern.  Is  it  possible,  .Mr.  President,  that 
the  wise  a^  good  men  who  formed  the  Consti- 
tution intended  that  a  minority  should  govern, 
and  that,  too,  by  the  treaty-making  power? 

Every  Government  treating  with  another,  is 
supposed  to  understand  the  treaty-making  power 
ot  the  Government  with  which  it  treats,  no  mat- 
ter where  lodged,  whether  in  the  Executive 
alone,  or  in  the  Executive  and  Legislature  jointly. 
In  England,  when  the  King,  by  treaty,  promises 
to  pay  money,  every  Government  in  Europe 
knows  that  he  cannot  pay  it  without  the  consent 
of  Parliament,  and  that  he  must  apply  to  that 
body  for  it,  whether  an  artTCle  be  in  the  treaty  or 
not  for  such  application.  So  well  established  is 
the  rule,  and  so  well  do  Governments  understand 
the  power  of  each  other,  that  France  never  com- 
plained after  she  had  made  treaties  with  the  old 
Congress,  in  the  year  1778,  that  Congress  had 
no  Constautional  authority  to  make  or  execute 


i 


treaties.  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  because 
the  articles  of  Confederation  ^jere  not  adopted  by 
the  States  till  the  year  1781. 

If  in  every  case  a  treaty  is  law  as  soon  as  it  is 
ratified  by  the  President,  the  word  law  must  have 
two  different  and  distinct  meanings  in  the  Con- 
stitution, or  money  may  be  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
sury by  a  treaty  appropriation.  The  word*;  are, 
no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but 
in  consequence  of. appropriations  made  by  law; 
not  by  acts  of  Congress  or  treaties,  but  law;  and 
acts  and  treaties  are  both  law.  Then  both  may 
appropriate  and  both  draw  money  from  the  Trea- 
sury ;  this  construction  gives  the  treaty-making 
power  in  ihe  United  States  more  authority  ihaa 
it  ha?  in  England.  The  late  treaty  will  prevent 
money  from  going  into  the  Treasury  ;  it  might 
with  as  much  propriety  have  drawn  money  out 
of  it;  if  he  was  mistaken,  the  treaty-making 
power  was  only  limited  by  the  Constitution  ;  it 
might  treat  on  any  and  every  power  delegated  to 
the  General  Government;  it  might  make  and  ex- 
ecute a  treaty  of  subsidy;  in  fact,  it  might  put 
the  nation  in  a  state  of  war,  which  Congress  alone 
have  the  power  to  declare ;  and  according  to  treaty 
law.  a  part  of  the  difficulty  on  this  important  and 
interesting  question  has  no  doubt  been  produced 
by  an  improper  construction  of  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  delegates  power  to  Congress 
to  declare  war;  under  this  power,  Congress  had 
passed  a  law  to  declare  war,  whereas,  according 
to  his  understanding,  it  only  required  a  statement 
made,  after  the  manner  of  the  civilized  world,  of 
the  causes  which  produced  the  declaration  ;  to  a 
war  thus  declared,  a  Treaty  of  Peace  properly 
puttan  end  ;  there  would  be  no  law  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Jefferson's  letters,  when  Secretary  of  State, 
on  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, had  been  introduced  to  show  that  he  under- 
stood that  treaty  to  be  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
that  it  was  so  understood  in  the  nation,  and  that 
under  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  the  people  at  Detroit  held 
land.  With  respect  to  the  Treaty  of  1783,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  old  Congress 
had  power  to  make  treaties,  but  none  to  execute 
them;  the  execution  depended  entirely  on  the 
governments  of  the  States,  who  did  as  they 
pleased.  He  thought  no  argument  could  be  drawn 
from  any  fact  connected  with  that  treaty  against 
the  bill.  The  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay.  so  far  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  people  at  Detroit,  and  everything 
which  has  since  been  done  touching  the  boundary 
line,  ought  to  be  con>idered,  as  it  certainly  was, 
a  continuation  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  the  year 
1783,  with  the  intent  to  its  full  and  fair  execu- 
tion. The  people  at  Detroit  were,  at  the  time  of 
that  treaty,  in  the  same  situation  that  the  people 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  nation  were  iu  the  year 
1783.  The  Whigs,  with  their  property,  remained 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  Tories,  with  theirs, 
left  them.  A  foreigner  holding  land  under  Mr. 
Jay's  treaty,  held  against  State  laws,  and  not 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  This  is 
provided  lor  in  the  Constitution;  it  has  not, there- 
fore, any  bearing  on  the  point  in  debate.  The 
case  of  Louisiana  has  also  ^een  mentioned,  with 


I 


f      !l 


I 


A 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


80 


-  ,—=--!=—- 

t  I  intention  to  show  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 

s  }t  and  the  tl|en  Congress  ;  it  was  only  necessary 

t    .add,  to  whjt  ha'd  been  said  by  the  gentleman 

i"  Jm  GeorgiaL   that   whoever    would    be    at    the 

X  <uble  to  exjpiiine  the  Messa^je  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 

Xnmunicatejl  to  the  House  of  Representatives 

\  »ih   the   treuty  by  which  the  country  was  ac- 

ri  rired,  will  s|e  the  reason  why  both  the  acts  no- 

i  %ed  were  n*  passed  at  the  5ame  lime,  and  that 

.1  1^  expressly  rails  for  legislaiive  aid   to  carry  it 

i  ijo  executioj.     A  similar  call  was  made  in  the 

I  i<se  of  the  British  Treaty  finished  under  his  Ad- 

>  Jnisiration.kit  is  coi.fidently  believed  thatneiiher 

f  n  the  cases  ;|iow  his  or  the  opinion  of  Congress 

4  be   again;^    the   construct  on   for   which    the 

1  leods  of  th<|  bill  contend  ;  bijt.  on  the  contrary, 

jAt  both  supi)ort  it. 

^Fle  agreed'  with  the  gent  eman  from  South 
riirolina,  (My.  Taylor,)  that  ours  is  a  Govern- 
,^^'Dt  of  suspicion;  every  election  proves  it;  the 


Commerce  vith  Great  Britain. 
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It  may  be  proper  here,  said  Mr.  C,  in  order  to 
a  more  distinct  understanding  of  the  question  un- 
der discussion,  to  inquire  : 

1.  V/hat  a  treaty  is.  independent  of  the  char- 
acter civen  it  by  the  Constitution  ?  and, 

2.  What  it  becomes  in  virtue  of  that  character  T 
1.  A  treaty,  independent  of  ihecharacier  given 

it  by  ihe  Constitution,  may  be  stated  to  be,  a  com- 
pact between  two  or  more  independent  Stales, 
mutually  binding  on,  and  pledging  the  faiih  of 
each,  for  the  performance  of  the  stipulations  it 
contains.  The  manner  in  which  tliese  .-lipula- 
tions  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  must  depend  on 
the  nature  of  the  governments  of  the  respective 
States.  If  the  Executive  and  Legislative  powers 
are  vested  in  the  same  person,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
despotic  Government,  the  promulgation  alone  of 
the  treaty  may  be  considered  as  at  once  giving  it 
all  the  binding  force  requi-»ite  to  the  full  execu- 
tion of  its  provisions;  the  fiat  of  the  despot  car- 
rying with   it  Legislative  as  well   as  Executive 


,  w^wer  to  impeach  proves  ii;  the  history  of  Csesar. 
\l  Cromwell,  and  Bonaparte,  proves  ihat  it  ought  '  sanction.     In  such  a  case,  the  power  that  negoti 
be  so  to  remain  free.     He  promised  to  be  short.  I  ates  a  treaty   executes  it  ;  and  the  question  now 


^    i-id  would  siii  down 

•Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, said,  this  subject 

le 
it 
Cd  not  appt^ir  entitled.  As  he  differed  in  opin- 
^n  from  sopie  of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  on 
;^ch  side  of',  the  question,  he  deemed  it  a  duty. 
*  foough  it  hai^  not  been  in  his  power,  from  a  cause 


.'    i^d  assuruei.*  a  degree  of  importance,  from  the 
*  I  ^urse  the  debate  had  taken,  to  which,  at  first,  it 


before  you  cannot  arise.  But  it  is  otherwise  with 
Governments  differently  organized.  VVliere  ihe 
Legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  branch  of  the 
Governmeni  distinct  irom  that  exercising  the 
Executive  power,  a  treaty  made  by  the  Uiter  re- 
quiring legislative  provisions  for  its  fulhliiieut, 
can  only  pledge  the  faith  of  ihe  nation  that  lU 
Legislature  will  enact  the  laws  rei)Uisile  for  that 


own  to  gentlemen,  to  give  the  su»>jecl  ihai  con-  purpose  ;  and  in  such  case  it  must  reiil  on  the  will 
leraiion  lojwhich  it  was  enliiled.  to  lay  before  j  of  the  Legislature,  whether  ihe  treaty  shall  be 
e  Senate  ^  brief  view  of  the  grounds  on  which  !  carried  intd  effect  or  nut.     Thus,  in  England,  no 


siiould  acjt. 
'^  Ii   may  b|  proper,  said  Mr.  C.  to  inquire,  in 
lie  first  plaoe,  what  the  subject  is  on  which  we 


treaty,  coniainingstipulations,  inaterialiy  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  is  carried  into  effect, 
without  being  laid  before  Parliament  for  its  sanc- 


re  called  tc^  legislate.     A  treaty  has  been   made  \  tion,  and  for  such  legislative  enactments  as  its 


provisions  may  require. 

This  difference,  in  the  manner  of  executing  the 
provisions  of  a  treaty  by  different  Governments, 
according  to  the  organi/dtion  of  each,  is  not  ne- 
cessarily productive  of  any  injurious  consequen- 
ces. At  the  lime  a  treaty  is  lormed,  the  nature 
of  the  Governments,  parties  to  it,  is  known  ;  and 
ihe  confidence  reposed  in  the  fulhlmeut  of  itx 
stipulations,  must  depend  on  the  reliance  placed 


Jy  the   propi-r  authorities,  containing  provisions 
plating   to  .commerce,  which  affect  your  fiscal 
!  ;,iegulations.<ind  may  diminish  your  revenue  ;  the  | 
♦  ii  .Jhief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  under  whose  in-  ' 
tructions  it|was  negotiated,  and  to  whom  is  in-  | 
rusted,  by  ijlie  Constitution,  the  "  faithful  execu- 
tion" of  the  jlaws,  lays  it  before  you, and  "recom-  . 
inends  suclj  legislative  provisions  as  it  may  call 
Tor  on  the  j)arl  of  the  United  Slates."     On  the  I 
^  D)ne  side  it  i*  contended,  that  no  legislative  enact- '  in    the    national    faiih    which    is    pledged  by  it. 
jJTynent  is  ne(^ssary  ;  that  the  treaty  is  complete,  ,  Each   party  agrees  to  it,  with  a  disrtnct  uuder- 
jtlind  may  bf  executed  by  the  proper  officers  and    standing,  that  its  full  execution  depends  upon  the 
tribunals  of.Government ;  and  some  have  gone  so    concurrence  of  the  proper  departments  in  each 
Jar  as  to  asiiert,  that  not  only  this,  but  every  other    Government,  in  adopting  the  requisite  legal  pro 

visions  fur  carrying  ils  stipulations  into  effect; 
and  knowing  at  the  same  tune,  that  if  one  party 
fails  to  execute  its  provisions,  the  others  are  no 
longer  bound  thereby.  From  this  view  o(  a  treaty, 
considered  independent  of  the  ConsiiiuiionaP^ro- 
Uome   have:  contended,  that  no    treaty  affecting  I  vision,  it  does  not  seem  to  possess   the  power  as- 


( 


»  »  una  may  of  execuieu  oy  me  proper  uiiicers  anu  m*nuiujj.  uicii  us  luii  rxecuiiuu  uejieuus  upuu  luc 
j  I  tribunals  of.Governmeni ;  and  some  have  gone  so  concurrence  of  the  proper  departments  in  each 
.    Jar  as  to  asijert,  that  not  only  this,  but  every  othe-    ^  '   " i«-.;-~.i--- ..-1.--1  — 

treaty,  consjituiionally  made,  is  complete  wilhou 

the  aid  of  a«law  ;  and  repeals  all  laws  opposed  t( 
I    its  provisiolis.     On  ihe  other  it  is  insisted,  that 
<    khis  treaty  fannot  be  executed  without  a  law  to 

carry  its  provisions  into  effect ;  and  on  this  side 

ksome   have;  contended,  that  no   treaty  affecting 

existing  la'ivs  is  complete  without  the  sanction  !  cribed  lo  it,  of  repealing  existing  laws  opposed  to 
.     lof  a  legislaiive  act.  at  least  repealing  those  laws 
^     'opposed  to  jts  provisions.     He  could  not,  Mr.  C. 
s     ('said,  agree  Jto  the  doctrine  advocated  00  either 

(Side  of  iliisijuestion, carried  to  the  extent  conteud- 

(Cdtor,     A  jair  construction  of  the  several  clauses 

'^of  the  Cuorftiiution^relaling  to  this  subject,  would 
•     J  Dot,  in  ixii  tipin.ou,  support  it. 


Its  provisions,  or  of 'going  into  operation  in  all 
cases,  without  the  aid  of  legislative  enactment. 
He  would  next,  Mr.  C.  said,  inquire, 
2.  What  a  treaty  l^ecame  in  vinue  of  the  char- 
acter given  to  it  by  the  Constitution  ? 

That    instrument    declares,   that  ''all   treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  ruade,  under  (he  author- 
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'  ity  ol  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme 
'  law  of  the  land;  and  the  judges  in  every  State 
'  shall  be  bound  thereby  ;  anything  in  the  consii- 
'  tutionor  laws  of  any  State  lo  the  contrary  not- 
'  withstanding." 

On  the  one  hand  it  is  contended,  (said  Mr.  C.) 
that  by  this  provision  a  treaty  is  made  paramount 
to  all  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  to  the  laws  and  constituiions  of  the  several 
States,  and  at  once  repeals,  or  at  least  removes 
out  of  Its  way.  such  as  are  opposed  to  its  stipula- 
tions; on  the  other,  that  it  is  paramount  only  to 
the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  respective  Slates, 
and  cannot,  without  the  sanction  of  the  National 
Legislature,  control  a  law  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  cannot,  said  Mr.  C.  agree  with  the  arguments 
advanced  on  either  side  of  this  question,  carried 
tu  their  full   extent.     It   would  seem  sufficiently 
clear  that,  by  this  provision,  a  treaty  acquired  the 
character  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  at  least 
for  some   purposes;  and   the  only  important  in- 
quiry appears  lo  be,  whether  it  does  so  for  all  pur- 
poses, and   iQ   regard  to  all  subjects  to  which  it 
may  relate ;  and  if  not,  for  what  purposes,  and  in 
regard  to  what  subjects  it  acquires  that  character? 
The  solution  of  this  inquiry  involves  the  giving 
a  correct  construction  to  the  Constitutional  pro- 
vision in  question.     To  enable  us  lo  do  this,  it 
will  be  necessary  lo  refer  to  such  other  clauses  of 
that   instrument   as  relate  to  the  same  subject; 
and,   by  comparing   them  together,  see  how   far 
they  control  or  ex|)lain  each  other.    For  the  same 
rules  of  construction   that  are  adopted  in  regard 
to  other  instruments  of  (he  like  kind,  as  statute 
laws,   will  equally  apply   to   this;  and   it   is  be- 
lieved  that,  by  a  due  observance  of  these  rules, 
most  of  the  difficulties  which  have  amen-in  this 
discussion  may  be  remedied.     It  is  laid  down  as 
a  rule  that,  in  the  construction  of  one  part  of  a 
statute,  every  other  part  ought  lo  be  taken  into 
consideration,  and  one  pariconstrued  by  another; 
also,  that  a  statute  should  be  so  construed,  that  no 
clause,  sentence,  or  word,  should  be  superfluous 
or  void;  and  further,  the  general  words  in  one 
clause  of  a  statute  may  be  restrained  by  the  par- 
ticular words  in  a  subsequent  clause  in  the  same 
statute.     Apply  those  rules  to  the  case  before  us. 
The    first   clause    in   the   Constitution    declares, 
''that  all  legislative  powers  therein  granted  shall 
be   vested   in   a  Congress  of  the   United   Stales, 
which   shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and   House   of 
Ilepresentaiives.'"     If  this  clause  be  considered 
alone,  and  unconnected  witti  the  subsequent  pro- 
visions of  that  instrument,  relating  to  the  same 
subject.  It  would  go  a  great  way  lo  support  the 
doctrine  contended  for,  that  a  law  being  consid- 
ered ihe  offspring  of  legislative  power,  can  only 
emanate  from  the  National  Legislature,  thuscon- 
slituled  the  sole  depository  of  all  such  powers. 
And  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Ma.ssachuseits 
(Mr.  Varnum)  has,  with  considerable  force,  slated 
thai,  as  by  this  provision  of  the  Constiiuiion,  all 
legislative  powers   were  vested   in  Congress,  he 
could  not  perceive  how  any  such  power  could  be 
considered  as  vested  in  any  oiher  department  of 


the  Government,  or  how  a  treaty,  made  by  the 
President  and  Senate  alone,  could  be  viewed  as  a 
law.  But  when  we  consider  this  clause  in  con- 
nexion with  the  subsequent  provisions  of  that  in- 
strument, relating  to  the  same  subject,  the  force 
of  this  argument  will  be  found  to  be  greatly  di- 
minished, if  not  entirely  done  away.  By  one  of 
those  provisions  it  isdeclared,  that  ''  he  (the  Pres- 
'  idem)  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice 
'and  consent  of  the  Senate,  10  make  treaties; 
•  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  con- 
'  cur ;"  and  by  another,  being  that  first  referred  to, 
such  treaty,  when  so  made,  is  declared  to  ''  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land."  Thus  the  President 
and  Senate  are,  in  express  terms,  authorized  to 
make  a  treaty,  which  is  pronounced,  in  terms 
equally  clear,  a  law  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  other  laws,  made  pursuant 
to  the  Constitution.  They  must,  therefore,  be 
considered  as  vested  with  some  portion  of  legis- 
lative power;  and  if  so,  the  general  expression, 
"all  legislative  powers,"  used  in  the  first  clause 
of  the  Constitution,  cannot  be  construed  accord- 
ing to  the  literal  meaning  of  the  words,  but  must 
be  considered  as  restrained  by  the  express  terms 
of  the  subsequent  provisions  already  referred  to, 
and  as  only  vesting  those  general  powers,  subject 
to  the  modifications  thus  imposed.  This  construc- 
tion IS  supported  by  the  rules  already  noticed. and 
will  be  further  strengthened  by  another  view 
which  may  be  taken  ot  the  subject.  If  those  sev- 
eral provisions  were  construed  according  to  the 
literal  import  of  ihe  words  used  in  each,  they 
would  be  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  some 
of  the  expressions  or  words  would  become  super- 
fiuous  or  void  ;  but  this  is  contrary  lo  one  of  the 
clearest  rules  of  construction,  by  which  every 
clause,  expression,  and  word,  is,  if  possible,  to 
have  some  meaning — some  operative  effect — and 
all  lo  be  reconciled  and  rendered  consistent  with 
each  other.  In  the  construction  of  instruments 
of  this  kind,  we  should  likewise  keep  in  view  the 
particular  subject  to  which  each  provision  imme- 
iiiaiely  relates;  construe  the  words  used  with  a 
particular  reference  to  that  subject,  and  endeavor 
10  ascertain  the  intention  of  the  makers,  rather 
than  be  guided  solely  by  the  literal  import  of 
the  words;  and  here  the  maxim,  '^ qui  hcerit  in 
litera,  haret  in  cortice"  might  well  apply.  The 
framers  of  the  Constitution,  when  adopting  the 
first  clause,  must  have  had  in  view  the  distri- 
bution of  the  general  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment among  the  several  departments  thereof. 
That  clause  relates  exclusively  to  Congress  as 
the  great  depository  of  general  legislative  pow- 
ers, and  should  be  construed  ;wiib  a  particular 
reference  to  the  functions  they  are  to  perform. 
For  the  purposes  of  internal  legislation,  no  doubt, 
all  legislative  powers  are  vested  in  them,  in  ex- 
clusion lo  the  other  departments  of  the  Govprn- 
meut.  But  it  does  not  follow,  as  a  necessiry 
consequence,  thai  those  powers  carried  wiUi  them 
the  authority  lo  direct  and  control  the  manage- 
ment of  our  foreign  relations.  That  subject  was 
not  then  taken  into  vaw;  it  was  considered  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  the  Constiluiioa ;  and  &s  it 
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is  supposetj  Congress  could  not  consistently 
rry  on  qui  negotiations  with  foreign  States, 
^  power  to  llo  so  was  vested  in  the  President 
|d  the  Senaje;  and  it  does  not  appear  that,  for 
;  mere  purjtose  of  making  a  treaty,  any  other 
partment  (}(  the  Government  is  necessarily  to 
|ve  any  age|icy.  There  is  no  express  provision 
[the  Constiution  to  support  the  argument  ad- 
'nced  by  soyie.  that  a  treaty  is  not  complete,  in 
>  ty  case,  untjl  sanctioned  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
I  *sentatives ;  tand  the  inference  is  so  far-fetched, 
■■  rfbting  on  the- ground  already  noticed,  of  all  iegis- 
j  iive  powersjbeing  vested  in  Congress,  that  much 
J;  iument  caniiot  be  necessary  to  refute  it.  For. 
•*  jf  it  be  admiijed.  as  already  insisted  on.  that  the 
;  ^visions  respecting  the  treaty-makin,'  power. 
i  id  the  effecijof  a  treaty  when  made,  control  and 
J  modify  the  [preceding  provision,  delegating  the 
;   jfcislative  pcjwers  (and  no  good  reason  can,  it  is 

*  ilieved.  be  sjown  for  denying  it)  the  conclusion 
3utd  seem  i.  resistible,  that  a  treaty  may  be  com- 
iie  without  the  agency  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
Ttaiives.  anjl  go  into  effect,  as  a  law  of  the  Uni- 
il  States,  wihout  legislative  enactment. 
JBut.  thougi  it  may  be  assumed,  as  sufficiently 
tar,  that  th«^  President  and  Senate  possess  all 
|;  powers  rejjuisite  to  make  a  treaty  complete. 

vti'ch  may  b*  carried  into  effect  as  a  law  wiih- 
;  Mt  legislativ«*aid,  it  is  considered  as  equally  clear, 
;  "l^t  their  aut|>ority  to  do  so  extends  to  sucli  cases 
.tort'y  wherein  Jhe  subjects  to  which  it  relates  are 
■^tcvarly  withiij   the  treaty-making   power.     For. 
'Ilien  the  frai^ers  of  the  Constitution  delegated 
'~«s  power,  tlfey  must  have   had   in   view  those 
'*)jects  only  which  properly  belonged  to  it ;  and 
►:annot  be  supposed  to  have  been  their  intention 
wit  It  should'be  extended  to  such  subjects  as  lay 
j)re  properly  within  the  sphere  of  the  general 
islaiive  po|vers  previously  vested  in  Congress, 
e  portion  c^'  legislative  authority  embraced  in 
i  treaty-ma|cing  power,  must  be  viewed  as  del- 
ated  for   p,«rticular   purposes  only,  and   in    its 
?rcise  limitfd  to  those  purposes  alone.     Thus 
^    tcumscribe(|  in  the  range  of  its  operations,  there 

•  •  |n  be  no  grcjund  to  apprehend  its  encroaching 
the  functi(tns  of  the  National  Legislature. 

iH^'rom  this  jiew  of  the  subject,  it  results,  as  a 

jcessary  cot|:lusion,  that  some  treaties  become 

buplete,  anc^go  into  effect  as  laws  of  the  United 

Pates,  without  legislative  aid.  while  others  are 

Complete  wihout  such  aid,  and  only  pledge  the 

Jth  of  the  rijition   that  the  requisite   legislative 

.vs  will  be  pissed  for  carrying  their  provisions 

^  f^o  effect,     ii  would  be  difficult  to  designate  all 

?  casts  lu  v^hich  a  treaty  would  or  would   not 

juire  legisl-jtiT«  aid  to  execute   its  provisions. 

»  prescribe  ^rcclse  limits  to  the  powers  of  the 

jjferent  departments  of  Government,  would   be 

|-  undertaking  of  the  utmost  difficulty,  as  well  as 

1[  imporiancv;  and  when  attempted,  the  subject 

►  ould  be  toiched  with  a  delicate  hand.     For. 

leu  the  po\(|ers  to  be  exercised  by  different  au- 

loriues  are  i|»  their  nature  the  same,  and  sepa- 

,  i'«a  by  an  i»Ieal   line  only,  depending  on  con- 

•  fe^H*^"°°'*Q<J'^Dcapat)le  of  exact  delineation,  there 


V   •III  most  gttierally   be   a  certain   intermediate 


space  between  them,  which  may  be  viewed  as  a 
kind  of  disputed  ground,  liable  to  be  occupied  al- 
ternately by  the  one  or  the  other.  To  circum- 
scribe this  within  as  narrow  limits  as  practicable, 
is  a  desirable  object,  and  all  that  can  be  reasona- 
bly expected.  Without,  therefore,  attempting  to 
describe  the  precise  line  of  demarcation  between 
the  legislative  and  treaty-making  powers,  the 
following  positions  may,  it  is  believed,  be  assumed 
as  generally  correct:  that  when  a  treaty  relates 
to  such  subjects  only  as  are  clearly  embraced  by 
the  treaty-making  power,  and  does  not  affect 
those  expressly  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
legislative  department,  it  becomes,  when  duly 
rati6ed,  a  law  of  the  United  States,  and  may  be 
executed  by  the  proper  tribunals  without  the  aid 
of  legislative  enactment;  but  in  all  other  cases, as 
where  it  relates  to  any  subject  placed  under  the 
peculiar  direction  of  Congress,  or  which  lies  more 
properly  within  the  sphere  of  legislative  functions, 
or  so  far  as  it  relates  to  any  such  subject,  it  does 
not  become  a  law.  nor  go  into  effect  without  legis- 
lative aid,  and  can  be  considered  m  the  nature  of 
a  compact  only,  pledging  the  national  faith  that 
the  requisite  legislative  acts  will  be  passed  tor 
carrying  its  provisions  into  effect.  This  yiew  of 
the  subject  (.Mr.  C.  said)  he  submitted  with  great 
deference;  but  he  conceived  that,  by  considering 
a  treaty  in  this  double  character,  the  several  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  could  be  best  recon- 
ciled, and  the  objects  of  Its  framers  carried  into 
more  complete  effect. 

The  argument  advanced  on   this  occasion,  by 
some  gentlemen,  that  a   treaty  is  paramount   to 
the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  -everal  States 
but  not  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  legislative 
acts  of  the  United  States,  is  not  supported  by  the 
words  tf  the  Constitution  or  the  reason   of  the 
case,     A  treaty  is  declared  to   be  -  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,"  in   the  same  words  that   the 
Constitution  itself,  and  the  laws  made  in  pursu- 
ance thereof,  are  declared  to  be  so;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther declared  that  the  judges  in  every  State  shall 
be  bound  thereby.     When  it  becomes  a   law,  it 
must  be  considered  on  the  same  footing  as  other 
laws  of  the  United  States.     There  cannot  be  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  validity  or  of  force  in  laws  of 
the  same  Government.     If  the  judges  are  bound, 
the  courts  must  also  be  bound  by  it.    What  judges 
are  bound  by  It?     Can  gentlemen   mean   that'' it 
is  obligatory  as  a  law  on  the  judges  and  courts  of 
the  several  States,  but  not  on  those  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  it  is  sufficiently  strong  to  bind  them, 
but  too  weak  to  bind  the  other?     This  argument 
IS  not  supported  by  reason,  nor  sanctioned  by  pre- 
cedent, and  would  make  the  Constitution  speak  a 
language  unintelligible.    When  a  treaty  becomes 
a  law,  It  IS  equally  binding  on  the  judges  and 
courts  of  the  United  States  as  on   those  of  the 
several    States;    and,    whether   it   acquires   that 
character  or  not,  must  depend  on  the  subjects  to 
which  It  relates,  and  on  the  tribunals  called  on  to 
execute  it.     This  will  be  further  confirmed   by 
recurring  to  <some  other  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution.    It  is  declared   that'*  no  money  shall   be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence  of 


appropriations  made  by  law."  It  may,  therefore, 
be  drawn  from  it  by  virtue  of  a  law;  and  if  a 
treaty  were  a  law  for  all  purposes,  and  in  regard 
to  all  subjects  to  which  it  might  relatp.  money 
might  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  virtue  of  a 
treaty  purporting  to  make  appropriation*:.  This, 
however,  has  not  hitherto  been  contended  for,  and 
it  is  presumed  never  will,  until  the  Government 
is  ready  to  ^crumble  into  ruins,  and  the  people 
prepared  to  wear  the  shackles  of  slavery. 

»By  another  provision  in  the  Constitution,  power 
is  given  to  Congress  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,''  dec.  '■  to  declare  war.  to  raise  and  support 
armies,"  &,c.  These  objects  are  all  effected  by 
law,  but  no  one  pretends  they  could  be  by  treaty. 
It  may  be  said  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
is  also  given  to  Congress;  and  it  is  a  subject  to 
which  It  must  be  admitted  the  treaty-making 
power  extends.  This  is  true;  but  regulations 
made  by  them  in  regard  to  this  subject,  can  oper- 
ate only  within  our  own  limits,  and  on  our  own 
citizens  abroad.  Other  States  are  not  bound  by 
tbem ;  and  when  their  assent  is  necessary  to  any 
proposed  regulations,  it  can  be  regularly  obtained 
only  through  the  medium  of  the  treaty-making 
power.  This  is,  therefore,  perfectly  reconcilable 
with  the  construction  of  the  other  provisions  con- 
tended for. 

This  view  of  the  subject  will  also  be  found  to 
be  supported  by  former  usagp,  as  well  as  prece- 
dents m  similar  cases.  Many  instances  had  oc- 
curred, as  could  be  shown  from  vour  statute  book, 
of  treaties  relative  to  subjects  only  properly  within 
the  treaty-making  power,  or  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  such  subjects,  going  into  operation  without 
the  aid  of  legislative  enactment.  To  some  of 
these,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  refer.  The  treaty 
made  with  Spain  in  1795.  establishing  the  south- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  United  States,  and  con- 
taining other  important  provisions,  was  carried 
into  execution  by  Executive  authority,  except  the 
lOih  article,  which  related  to  duties,  (and  will 
hereafter  be  noticed.)  without  the  aid  of  legisla- 
tive enactment.  The  treaty  with  France  of  1803, 
for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  was  also  executed  by 
Executive  authority,  except  so  far  as  it  related 
to  duties  and  internal  regulations,  dtc.,  and  pos- 
session of  the  ceded  country  taken,  without  legis- 
lative aid.  In  addition  to  these  he  would  men- 
tion, as  a  precedent  in  point,  the  late  Treaty  of 
Peace  with  Great  Britain,  which  had  been  fully 
executed,  and  no  one  had  suggested  the  necessity 
of  legislative  aid  for  the  purpose.  A  number  of 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes  had.  during  the 
present  session,  as  well  as  on  former  occasions, 
gone  into  operation  in  like  manner;  and  many 
other  instances,  equally  strong,  might  be  adduced  ; 
but  those  referred  to  were  deemed  sufficient  for 
the  present  purpose. 

On  the  other  hand  it  would  appear,  Mr.  C.  said, 
that  when  a  treaty  related  to  subjects  properly 
belonging  to  the  legislative  department,  or  placed 
by  the  Constitution  under  its  immediate  direc- 
tion, or  so  far  as  it  related  to  such  subjects,  lef^is- 
lative  enactment  had  been  deemed  necessary  to 
carry  its  provisions  into  effect.    To  establish  this, 


it  would  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  a  few  cases, 
though  many  others  existed  and  could  be  ad- 
duced. In  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  1795, 
already  referred  to.  the  3d  article  regulates  the 
conimercial  intercourse  between  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  the  two  contracting  parlies  residing 
on  each  side  of  our  Northwestern  boundary  line 
and  establishes  the  duties  that  shall  be  demand- 
able.  By  the  act  passed  in  1799.  this  intercourse, 
and  the  duties  to  be  collected  according  to  said 
article,  were  regulated.  By  the  7th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1803  with  France,  already  referred  to, 
the  vessels  of  France  and  Spain,  laden  with  the 
productions  of  their  respective  countries,  to  be 
admitted  for  twelve  years  into  the  ports  of  the 
ceded  territory  in  the  same  manner  as  vessels  of 
the  United  States.  &c.  This  was  a  parallel  case 
with  the  present;  it  related  to  duties— it  might 
affect  the  revenue.  In  1S04.  a  law  was  passed 
for  carrying  this  provision  into  effect.  Some 
difficulties  arising  in  regard  to  the  execution  of 
the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795.  with  Spain, 
before  referred  to.  an  act  was  passed  in  1805.  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  carrying  into  complete  effect 
the  provisions  of  that  article.  Without  pursuing 
this  inquiry  further,  the  instances  adduced.  Mr. 
C.  said,  appeared  to  him  sufficient  to  support  the 
construction  contended  tor,  so  far  as  usage  and 
precedent  could  have  that  effect. 

What  then,  inquired  Mr.  C,  is  the  case  before 
you?  By  this  treaty  the  discriminating  duties 
are  to  be  abolished;  the  additional  duty  on  the 
tonnage  of  foreign  vessels,  as  well  as  on  the  goods 
imported  in  such  vessels!  is  no  longer  to  exist. 
This  may  affect,  may  diminish  your  revenue,  and 
render  necessary  the  imposition  of  new  taxes  to 
support  the  public  credit,  and  maintain  the  na- 
tional faith.  Should  not  then  the  other  House, 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  exclu- 
sively intrusted  with  originating  revenue  bills, 
be  allowed  to  act  on  the  subject?  Another  con- 
sideration would  seem  entitled  to  particular  at- 
tention on  the  present  occasion.  The  President, 
who  had  the  chief  agency  in  making  this  treaty, 
and  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  it  be  duly  exe- 
cuted, has  laid  it  before  Congress  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  legislative  aid  requisite  for  carrying  its 
provisions  into  effect.  His  opinion,  therefore, 
coincides  with  that  of  the  other  House  as  to  the 
necessity  of  such  aid;  the  policy  and  importance 
of  Its  being  executed  without  delay,  are  by  all 
admitted.  Why  then  refuse  your  assent  to  a 
measure  called  on  for  this  purpose  by  the  other 
two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  which,  if 
even  unnecessary,  must  prove  harmless? 

It  has  however  been  said,  your  Executive  officers 
and  tribunals  of  justice,  are  competent  to  execute 
the  provisions  oi'^this  treaty.  Do  gentlemen  con- 
sider the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  and  other  offi- 
cers of  Government,  better  qualified  to  decide  a 
Constitutional  question — to  determine  the  effect 
of  a  treaty,  than  the  President,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  this  body?  Can  it  be  a  correct 
course  of  legislation  to  require  these  officers  to 
decide  a  question  of  such  difficulty,  and  on  which 
the  great  departmentsof  Government  are  so  much 
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cl.  »ided? 


Afid   is  not   ibis  circumstance   itself 
cieoi  grotind  lo  legislate  on  the  subject,  ibat 
ur  public  l)iDCtionaries  may  have  some  uner- 
g  guide  tQ  direct  their  conduct?     But  it  has 
||<en   alleged nhis  would   be  sanctionicg  an  en- 
lioachment  o'o  the  powers  of  the  Senate,  a  viola- 
jlC^n  of  the  Constitution,  which  we  are  bound  to 
lupport.     If  Che  measure  appeared  to  him  in  this 
i|;ht,  he  wo^ld,  Mr.  C.  said,  unite  with  geoile- 
|en  in  oppoi*ing  it.     He  admitted  each  depart- 
ment should  jnove  within  the  sphere  as.signed  it. 
|e  had,  howiever,  heard  no  argument  that  con- 
jnced  him  t^is  would  be  a  riulation  of  (he  Con- 
^tuiion  ;  anjl  he  was  unable  to  perceive  how  it 
jiuld  be  so  ccnsidered. 

^He  did  nott  consider  the  power  of  the  Senate 

,rj  making  trtJalies  so  important — so  transcendent, 

,f  they  had  peen  represented.     How  is  a  treaty 

;j'goiiaied?  fsaiJ  Mr.  C.)     The  instructions  fur 

$e   purpose  Are  given  by  (he  President,  without 

^nsulting  thjs  body,  (not  being  required  to  do  so 

)f  the  Constitution;)  the  treaty  is  formed  wiih- 

ijit   your  knowledge;  and   (he  only  agency  you 

(j|ve  in  the  Uijsinesi.  is,  when  laid  before  you  for 

jitificaiion,  iijdisapprove  or  approve  its  provisions, 

^ith  or  withi)Ut  amendment,  and  advise  accorJ- 

'  ^gly,  amouriting  lo  liule  more  than  a  mere  neg- 

jviive.     Is  thfre   anything  in    this   lo  jusiify  the 

l^enate   in   considering  a  treaty  so   peculiarly  i(s 


I 


enaie  in  c^nsiaering  a  treaty  so  peculiarly  i 
vn  ofT-prini',  as  in  no  case  (o  allow  (he  oth 
ouse  any  a^ncy  m  having  its  provisions  carrii 


to  effect  ? 


er 
ed 


»'  It  nny  heri  be  asked  whether  it  be  competent 

ilhe  Houseiof  Representatives,  in  cashes  requir- 
g  legiblalivt  aid  for  executing  (he  provisions  of 
tj  treaty,  to  decide  on  the  policy  of  such  treaty  ; 
d  ill  case  c*f  disapproving  i(.  prevent  us  going 
to  effect  b>*refu5iug  the  aid  required  ?     This  is 
question  w^iich  once  agitated  the  great  political 
rties  in  this  country,  but  which  it  may  not  be 
tt'^cessary  toJdiscuss  on  the  present  occasion,  as 
5jo  differencc^of  opinion  appears  (o  exist  rcspect- 
Igig  the  poli(|y  of  carrying  this  treaty  into  effect, 
^s  (he  subjfct,  however,  had  been    referred   to, 
e   would  (Mr.  C.  said)    very  briefly  state    (he 
lew  in  which    it   appeared  (o    him.     When  a 
^Aeaty  is  coiicluded    requiring  legisladve  aid    to 
execute  its  {provisions,  the  House  of  Representa- 
^ves  IS  undi^bledly  bound  to  afford   (hat  aid  by 
11  the  obligations  which  the  pledged  faith  of  the 
ation  can  innpose,  as  well  as  by  the  considera- 
ons  arising  from  the  importance  to  the  national 
character  of,having  the  public  faith,  so  pledged, 
•.reserved  mriolale;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
embers  of  rhat  body  must  take  into  consicjera- 
*ioD  the  Cot^stituiion  under  wnich  they  act,  and 
|vhich  they  >tre  bound  to  support;  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the   Ration,  and  how  far  they  may  be  af- 
fected  by  the  treaty  in  question  ;  and   weighinf» 
U  these  cofhi^ideraiions,  must  have  the  right,  sub- 
eci  unly  to  <he  responsibility  they  impose,  to  act 
s  Iree  agents,  (o  exercise  (heir  free  will,  and  grant 
r  refuse  (h^  aid   required  according  lo  the  best 
udgmeai,  gtiided   by  a  single  view  to  the  public 
^ood,  they  ^re   able   to  form  od   the  subject.     If 
heir  assent  j3e  necessary  lo  give  effect  lo,  and  ex- 


ecute a  treaty,  they  must  have  the  power,  the 
right  to  grant  or  refuse  that  assent.  If  (hey  have 
no  right  in  any  case  to  deliberate  on  (he  laws  re- 
quisi(e  to  execute  a  treaty,  they  can  no  longer  be 
viewed  as  the  representatives  ol  a  free  people, 
delegated  to  express  their  will,  or  as  the  guardians 
of  their  rights,  but  only  as  (he  instruments  of  the 
treaty-making  power,  (he  mere  registers  of  its 
edicts.  But  IS  there  any  danger  (o  be  apprehended 
lo  the  Government,  to  the  public  interest,  from 
the  view  which  has  been  taken  of  (his  subject? 
Is  it  not  consistent  with  the  plan,  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  which  makes  the  different  depart- 
ments of  Government  operate  as  checks  on  the 
conduct  of  each  other,  and  thus  guard  against  a 
dangerous  preponderance  being  acquired  by  either? 
Some  gentlemen  seem  lo  consider  the  Senate 
as  the  peculiar  guardian  of  the  Constitution,  the 
shield  of  (he  Goveruraen(  agains(  (he  innovating 
spirit  of  the  popular  branch.  On  what  ground  is 
this  claim  set  up?  On  (ha(  of  its  superior  stability, 
arising  from  its  permanent  character,  the  longer 
term  of  service  of  its  members,  and  deriving  their 
authority  from  the  State  Legislatures  in.s(ead 
of  immediately  from  llie  peojile.  He  conceived 
(Mr.  C.  said)  more  importance  was  attached  to 
these  circumstances,  than  they  would,  on  ex- 
amination, be  found  to  possess.  From  (he  na- 
ture olits  organization,  and  ihe  limited  number 
of  which  it  consisted,  the  changes  i(  underwent 
would  be  found  nearly,  if  no(  quite  equal  to  those 
that  occurred  in  ihe  other  House  ;  and  as  (o  the 
moJe  in  which  its  members  were  ihosen.  (here 
was  but  one  step  between  ihem  and  the  pei)ple, 
and  that  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  much  diminish 
their  dependence  on  them.  The  members  of  (he 
Legislature  being  elected  by  the  people,  and  im- 
mediately responsible  lo  them,  would  generally, 
m  choosing  a  Senator,  consult  their  will,  and  be 
governed  as  much  thereby  in  ihis,  as  in  other  acts 
of  their  political  conduct.  Thouffh,  (herefore, 
this  body,  in  its  organizatiun,  partook  of  the  fed- 
erative character,  and  thereby  (ended  to  equalize 
the  relative  weight  of  the  Sutes  in  (he  Nadonal 
Legisla(ure,  yet,  deriving  ifs  origin  in  part,  in  the 
manner  just  stated,  from  the  will  of  ihe  people,  it 
was  substantially  dependent  on  them  as  well'as 
the  other  House.  And  why  should  it  not?  This 
IS  a  Government  formed  by  the  people,  (no(  by  (he 
Sia(es,  as  such.)  deriving  all  its  authority  from 
(hem,  and  having  no  exis(ence  separa(e  from  (heir 
will;  consistingoolyofafewof  themselves  selected 
for  a  lime  to  guide  the  vessel  of  Slate,  in  which 
all  are  equally  embarked  ;  and  having  performed 
the  duties  assigned  them,  retiring  again  into  the 
walks  ot  private  life,  to  mingle  with  their  fellow- 
citizens,  Irom  whom  ihey  had  emerged  by  the 
mere  force  ol  public  opinion.  While,  therefore, 
on  the  one  hand,  there  appeared  no  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  a[)prehended  encroachments  on  the 
privileges  of  the  other  House,  and  (he  rights  of 
the  people,  by  the  treaty-making  power,  on  the 
other,  he  could  not  perceive  any  ground  lo  justily 
the  dangers  apprehended  for  llie  stability  of  the 
Government  from  encroachments  by  ihe  other 
Hyu»e  on  the  Consuiuiioual  f  owcrs  of  this. 
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of  public  liberty,  (said  Mr.  C.)  rests  on  founda- 
tions more  solid  than  the  permanent  character 
and  stability  of  this,  or  the  political  honesty  of 
the  other  House  ;  it  rests  on  the  sound  sense,  in- 
telligence, and  public  virtue  of  the  people.  So 
long  as  these  remain  in  their  full  vigor,  so  long 
will  liberty  triumph  over  all  attempts  to  subvert 
it ;  but  should  the  people  become  enervated,  igno- 
rant, and  corrupt,  from  the  very  organization  of 
your  Government  not  only  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  but  your  Executive  and  other  officers, 
and  all  engaged  in  the  management  of  public  af- 
fairs, if  they  do  not  lead  (he  way  in,  must  partake 
of  the  same  degeneracy,  and  the  subversion  of 
liberty,  the  decline  and  hnal  ruin  of  the  Republic, 
inevitatjly  follow. 

When  .Mr.  Campbell  had  concluded — 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  agreed  to 
lake  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays.     And  then 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Friday,  January  19. 
Mr.  Williams  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Garrett,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  praying 
payment  lor  a  quantity  of  beef  and  pork  lost  on 
Its  passage,  in  the  Mississippi,  to  New  Orleans, 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as 
s(a(ed  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Navy 


The  safety,  however,  of  the  Constitution,  and  j  transmitting  a  report  of  the  commissioners  ap- 


pointed for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  ad- 
justing claims  to  land  in  the  western  district 
of  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Louisiana;  and  the  letter  and  report  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  accompanying  extract  from  the  occurrcncea  at 
Fort  Jackson,  in  August,  1814,  during  the  negotiation 
of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  shows  that  the  friendlj 
Creeks,  wishing  to  give  to  General  Jackson,  Benja- 
min Hawkins,  and  others,  a  national  mark  of  their 
gratitude  and  regard,  conveyed  to  them,  respectively, 
a  donation  of  land,  with  a  request  that  the  grant  might 
be  duly  confirmed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
State*. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case — the  expediency  of  indulging  the  In- 
dians in  wishes  which  they  associated  with  the  treaty 
signed  by  ihcm,  and  that  the  case  involves  an  inviting 
opportunity  for  bestowing  on  an  officer,  who  has  ren- 
dered such  illustrious  services  to  his  country,  a  token 
of  its  sensibility  to  them — the  inducement  lo  which 
cannot  be  diminished  by  the  delicacy  and  disinterest- 
edness of  his  proposal  to  transfer  the  benefit  from  him- 
self: I  recommend  to  Congress  that  provision  be  made 
for  carrying  into  eflecl  the  wishes  and  request  of  the 
Indians,  as  expressed  by  ihem.  J.  MADISON. 

Jahcaht  18,  1816. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  j  The  Message,  and  accompanying  extract,  were 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill.  ]  r^ad.  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed, 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Redman  j  'he  7tli  of  December,  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Coxe;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
the  heirs  of  George  Nehinger  ;"   a  bill,  entitled  |  tiv^s  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 


"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  White  ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Juhn  G.  Camp;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than Rogers,  junior,  of  Waterford,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  five  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  terrKories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, according  to  the  convention  concluded  the 
third  day  of  July,  1815;  and  the  ratifications  of 
which  were  exchanged  on  the  22d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1815." 

And  (he  question  recurring,  "Shall  this  bill 
be  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
necative— yeas  10,  nays  21.  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bibb,  Gondii,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mor- 
row, Roberts,  Ruggles,  Taylor,  Varnura,  and  Wilson. 

Nats  — .Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Cbace, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromcntin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Talbot,  Tail.  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner, 
Wells,  and  Williams. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Tlie  Presidk.nt  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Coramifrsioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  Slates' 
brig  Argus;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
ihe  Grst  Monday  in  February  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  a  bill  to  authorize  a 
lottery  in  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia  ;  and 
on  the  question,  ''  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"    it   was  determined    in  the 


negative. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '"An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise,"  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  thecom- 
peiisations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  therein 
mentioned;  together  with  the  amendment  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  22. 
Abmistead  T.  Mason,  appointed  a  Senntor 
by  (he  Legislature  of  the  CommoQwealth  of  Vir- 
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|inia,  in  pUce  of  William  B.  Giles,  resigned, 
firrived  on  ti\e  20th  instant,  and  this  day  produced 
'is  credeDti:tls;  which  were  read,  and  the  oath 

rescribed  hy  law  was  administered  to  him,  and 

e  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
f  Mr.  TALBpT  called  up  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
jjloilevin.  presented  on  the  7th  of  February,  1815, 
fraying  reiifbursement  for  certain  property  de- 
-^royed  by  i^ie  Indians,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ; 
jyhich  was  lyferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

.  The  bill  eiititled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
)  Kedman  Cc$ce."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
Inferred  to  tlje  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the 'President  of  the  United  States  as 
Relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Cur- 
'^  ncy.  ♦. 

The  bill  eiitiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
:>eir3  of  Geiiirge  Nebinger,"  waj>  read  the  second 
iime. 

The  bill  eatitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jon- 

than  Whitf,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
,eferred  to  (he  committee  appointed,  the  7ih  of 
pecember,  c^i  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
*he  Mississi-pi  Territory. 

The  bill  t  ititled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
.  Camp."  was  read   the  second   time,  and  re- 

rred  to  a  st'lect  committee  ;  and   Messrs.   Bar- 

ouR,  WiL8s,i.N.  and  Roberts,  were  appointed  the 

ommittee. 
The  bill  ejititled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jon- 

than  Rogers,  junior,  of  Waierford  in  the  Slate 

wf  Conneciii*ut,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 

Preferred  to  a^select  committee;  and  .Messrs.  Dag- 

^.BTT,  VAR>ii;.M,  and   Roberts,   were  appointed 

|he  coramitije. 


ii 


\ 


•entaitives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosing 
the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  nomination  of 
two  persons,  i  ne  of  whom  to  be  commissioned  to 
fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Legislative  Council,  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Thomas  Barnes  ; 
which  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  Daniel  C.  Lane,  and  Patrick  Shields,  as- 
sociate judges  of  the  court  of  Harrison  county, 
in  the  Indiana  Territory,  in  behalf  of  themselres 
and  the  said  county,  praying  an  additional  mem- 
ber may  be  given  to  the  said  county,  should  the 
Territory  be  authorized  to  elect  delegates  to  meet 
in  convention,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  the  2d  instant,  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  the 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  ihe  Senate  there- 
in mentioned,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  on 
motioD,  by  Mr.  Fro.menti.n,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  .salaries  of  all  the 
officers  of  Government,  and  repot  t  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Fro.mentin,  Lacock.  Macon,  Daoqett, 
and  V'ahnlm.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  15th  instant,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  whether  any  pro- 
vision is  necessary  for  authorizing  the  payment 
of  the  sums  which  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives are  entitled  to  receive,  in  compensation  of 
their  services;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the 
further  consideration   thereof  was  postponed   to 


,    The  Sen;|te  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 

AVhole,  the  Consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An    lunuct    v.uuojuciaiiou   mcjcoi   was  pusij 

4ct  to  authcjrize  the  discharge  of  James  Jeweit  I  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

ifom  his  imijrisonraent,"  together  with  the  amend-  '      The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  public  lands 

iQent  reporij.'d  thereto,  by  the  select  committee;  I  was  read  a  third  time. 

end  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  further  con-  |      Resolred,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 

>ideration  tlijereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  'thereof  be,  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  '   " 

kiprr  '  r^f  -,.^...,.1    k,.l :__    .,,  .i.  .    rr...     i    o . 


bext.  . 

f   The  Senjte 


t|Whole,  the  Consideration 
'Yhe  sale  of  j'jiblic  lands,  tc 


resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
of  the  bill,  authorizing 
together  with  the  amend- 
ment repori'd  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
iind  the  ani'  ndment  having  been  agreed  to  with 
jin  amendrafnt.  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
|he  House  ai,-cordingly. 

i  On  the  qtjestion,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
iind  read  a  ijiird  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
jiffirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'^hole,  the; consideration  of  the  bill   to  fix  the 
^  -orapensatidns  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there- 
on meationeii,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
|)orted  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  on 
"notion  by  Jjlr.  Lacock.  the  further  consideration 
h'ireof  wasjpostponed  until  to-morrow. 


I  Tdesday,  January  23. 
^j^'^^^^REJ'iDBNT  communicated  a  letter  from        ^^.iu  ou 
Gabriel  Metre,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre-    to-morrow 


of  ground  belongmg  to  the  United  States,  situ- 
ated in  the  town  of  KnoxviUe,  and  State  of  Ten- 
nessee." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  George  Nebinger." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilso.n,  it  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee  ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Wil- 
son, and  Macon,  were  a|)pointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise  ;"  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  ol  New  Hampshire,  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  some  general  provisions  by  law 
for  similar  cases,  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Chace.  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  pen- 
sions of  Robert  White,  and  Jacob  Wrighter;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

And  on   motion,  the  Senate  adjourned    until 
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Wednesday,  January  24. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
James  Jewett,  referred  to  him  the  17th  instant; 
and  the  report  was  read  ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Roberts,  that  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  petition  of  Mat- 
thew W.  McClellan.  late  second  lieutenant  in  the 
39th  regiment,  praying  to  be  released  from  ac- 
counting for  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars, 
alleged  to  have  been  stolen  from  him.  as  stated  in 
the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  C.  Morgan, 
attorney  in  fact  of  Xaverio  Nandi,  late  Consular 
agent  of  the  United  States  at  Tripoli,  made  a 
report,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Xaverio  Nandi  ;and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodge;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  lo  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert 
White  and  Jacob  Wrighter.  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  discharge  of  James  Jewett 
from  his  imprisonment."  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  rejected,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House:  and  on 
the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  division  and  sale  of  certain  , 
open  squares  in  said  city,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  i 
committee:  and  Messrs.  Bibb.  Mason  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  GoLDSBOROL'GH.  were  appointed  the 
coininiitee. 


Thursday.  January  25. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  memorial  of  Thos. 
B.  Wait.  William  S.  Wait,  and  Silas  L.  Wait,  of 
Boston,  proposing  to  publish  an  improved  edition 
of  the  State  Papers  of  the  United  State.s.  and 
praying  the  patronage  of  Congress,  as  stated  in 
the  memorial ;  which  wa>  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
iaio  the  expediency  of  publishing  documents, 
which  have  heretofore  been  deemed  confidential ; 
and  to  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered.    That   Messrs.  King.    Vaknlm,  and 
Fhomentin.  be  the  conmmtee. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  compre- 


hending contracts  made  by  him  in  the. year  1815, 
and  those  made  by  the  purchasing  and  ordnance 
departments,  for  the  same  period,  in  compliance 
with  '•  An  act,  concerning  publii^contracts." 
passed  the  2lst  of  April,  1808;  ancPthe  report 
was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  rela- 
I  tion  to  the  most  convenient  harbors  in  the  waters 
I  of  the  Chesapeake  bay  for  the  reception  of  ships 
I  of  war,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
'  Senate  of  the  21st  of  December,  1815;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

M^Bibb  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the 
Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  val- 
id, to  ail  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution : 

The  Senators  of  the  United  States  shall  be  chosen 
for  three  years. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  petition  of  David  Geis- 
singer,  late  ol  the  United  State's  sloop  of  war  the 
Wasp,  now  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  praying 
that  compensation  may  be  granted  to  the  officers 
and  crew,andtheirlegal  representatives,  of  the  late 
United  States'  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  m  considera- 
tion ot  the  distinguished  and  eminent  services 
rendered  to  the  country,  by  the  late  Captain 
Blakely.  his  officers,  and  crew,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  fur  imposing  additional  du- 
ties upon  ail  goods.  ware>.  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  a  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  con- 
tinue lu  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  layinga  durjr 
on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fiih 
exported,  and  allowances  tocertain  vesselsemploy- 
ed  in  the  fisheries;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
so  much  of  an  act.  passed  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber,lS14.  as  imposes  additional  dutieson  postage  ;" 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  continuing  in  force 
certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refined 
sugars,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fro.mentin,  from  the  committee,  reported 
tue  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  White 
and  Jacob  Wrighter.  correctly  engrossed  ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Tichenor.  it  was  recommitted  to 
a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Chace,  Barbolr, and  Ma- 
con, were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  memorial  of  Fran- 
cis Le  Barron,  praying  a  grant  of  the  privilege  of 
opening  and  working  any  copper  mine  which  he 
may  discover,  or  cause  to  be  discovered,  on  or 
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nraRhe  souiherij  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  and 'relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  jr.,  of  Waterford,  in 


Oil  ||e  islands  tnereof,  wiihin  the  limits  of  the 
UoRd  Stales,  fujf  a  certain  number  of  years,  for 
"""     "     -•-'•'    ■      in   the  memorial;  which  was 


reii^ns  staled    ii 


staled    la 
reg|*  and  f^ferrfd   to  a   select  comrailtee  ;  anu 
y>.  Varnum;,  Mason  of  Virginia,  and  Dag- 


M 

G 


IfTT;  were  appointed  the  committee. 

^  j.  Roberts  i^esented  the  memorial  of  George 
Mti  ^  and  otheri  stockholders  in  the  manufac- 
ti«i  ^  company  of  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of 
P'  '  .jsylvan^a.  ptaying  the  protection  of  Congress, 
a-ci^ied  in  the*  petition  ;  which  was  read"  and 
f'.V  yed  to  the  C;immiltecon  so  much  of  ih^Ies- 
sa^  ijof  the  Pres-«dent  of  the  United  StatesT[s  re- 
lid  I  U)  Manufadtures. 

.)  J-.  Lacock  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Sm  jart.  on  behjiif  of  himself,  the  officers,  and 
c.^  «,  cf  the  Ujmed  States'  ship  Consliiutioo, 
T'af-jng  compensation  for  the  prize-ship  Levant, 


ill   was   forcibly  taken   possession  of  by   the     bjck  in  each  State 


ihe  State  of  Connecticut."  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  D.  also  pr.^sented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Sewall,  praying  compensation  for  the  lo>s  and 
destruction  of  his  properly  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, by  (iie  enemy,  which  was  occasioned  by 
having  his  bouse  converted  into  a  military  for- 
tress, as  is  stated  m  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Military 
A  flairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Maccn, 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  lo  lay  before  the  Senate,  a  statement 
exhibiting  the  amount  of  duty  paid  on  salt,  from 
the  establishment  of  the  present  Government  ; 
distinguishing,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  the 
amount  paid  in  each  State,  and  the  amount  of 
bounty  and  allowance  also  paid  in  lieu  of  draw- 


v.  and  cariiied  from  out  the  harbor  of  Port 
.1.  wiihin  t^e  neutral  waters  of  the  Prince 
Ituof  Portjgai,  as  slated  m  tiie  memorial; 
h  was  readj  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
aval  AQ"dir^. 

.  Morrow,  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
IS  and  Wabash  Land  Companies,  by  Solo- 
Eiiin-  •■-   '  »        -  -    ' 


)g.  their  agent,  praying  relief  from  Con- 
b.  as  slated  i|i  ihe  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
ijeferred  to  '^he  cornmiiiee  appointed  the  7lh 
H'cember.  on.lhe  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
bcil  and  Hoijseof  Representatives  of  the  Mis- 
pi  TerrilorJ'. 

j.  BARBouR;from  the  Committee  on  .Military 
Aj!  Vs,  to  who{n  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Js    jj  A.  Tiiomajs,  made  a  report  thereon. 

r'  V  B.,  fromahe  same  committee,  to  whom 
^  j{referred  the*  bill,  eniiiled  '"An  act  to  author- 
ii  jhe  paymeia  for  properly  lost,  captured,  or 
dfpuyed,  by  ihe  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
s4i|^ce  of  the  jJniled  States,"  reported  it  with 
aiifftidinents. 


oberlson,  prayingcompensation  for  services 

red    by  he.-  former   husband.  Jacob   Rilter, 

ig   the   Revolutionary  war,  as  stated  in  the 

;'«^orial;  whi^h  was   read,  and  referred  to  the 

Ci^miiiee  on  Nliliiary  AlTdirs. 

r|rr.  R.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
^k  p)ex  and  Na|haniel  H.  Heath,  praying  remu- 
irtf^tion  for  ili^r  ropewalk  and  material!,  burnt 
b*  f^e  enemy,  dfuring  their  invasion  of  the  City 
o^ll'ashington,sas  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
\<J|»rpad.  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  .Mil- 
11*1%  Affairs.      1 

'}j\e  bill  for   (he  relief  of  Xaverio  Nandi  was 
rt,'i4.J  the  secoridhime  ;  and  the  further  considera- 


^ 


On  motion  of  Mr.  .Morrow, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  provision  is  ne- 
cessary to  to  be  made  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions in  the  States  wherein  the  office  of  Com- 
missioner of  Loans  ii  not  established,  and  also  id 
the  several  Territories,  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  Tnat  Messrs.  Morrow.  Talbot,  and 
Barry,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  CiiACE,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  ot 
Robert  While  and  Jacob  Wrighter.  reported  it 
with  amendment«. 

Tiie  bill,  entitled  An  act  lo  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  all  guods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  for 
other  purpose-.;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  commillee  appointed  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  a  Uniform  Na- 
KoBEKTs  presented  the  memorial  of  Catha-    liunal  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  to  continue  in  force 
'An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting 
a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowance* 
to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisherici,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
an  act,  passed  on  the  23d  day  of  December.  1814, 
as  imposes  additional  duties  on  postage."  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  continuing  in  force 
certain  acts,  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refined 
>ugars.  and  for  olher  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr,  Barboor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  G.Camp,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  ihe  bill  was  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  anc  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  P'romentin,  from  the  Juint  Library  Corn- 
miiiee, made  a  report;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Feoaii.NTiMj  from  the  tame  committee,  re- 


F^iday,  January  26. 

,    jr-  Daggbtt*.  from   the  committee  to  whom 

Yti  reler.td   t^e   bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
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ported  a  bill,  farther  proridinj  for  the  Library  of 
Congress;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  A.  Thomas;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  John  A.  Thomas 
be  rejected. 

The  resolution  submitted  tne  25th  instant,  for 
a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  second  time;  and.  on 
motion  by  .Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  the  first  Monday  in  February  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "'An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States."  together 
wiih  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
the  furilier  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  .Miinday  next. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  29. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fair?, communicated  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  Department,  with  several  statements, 
containing  the  estimates  of  expenses  necessary  to 
keep  in  service,  for  one  year,  a  74,  a  44.  and  a  22 
gun  ship,  respectively;  which  were  read. 

.Mr.  .Mohrow  presented  ihe  petition  of  A.  John- 
ston and  others,  inhabitant*  of  Coshocton  county, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  compensation  for 
horses,  wagons,  and  camp  equipage,  for  the  u^e 
of  mililia  in  the  service  of  ihe  United  States,  as 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  wa«;  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Roberts  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  continuation  of  the  present  rate  of 
duties,  for  a  certain  length  of  time;  or  for  the 
establishment  of  a  new  tarifT.  at  the  time  when 
the  increased  duties  shall  cease  by  the  existing 
law,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  mucli  of  tiie  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance,  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Richard  Caton  and  others,  praying  a  duty  may 
be  laid  on  alum  and  copperas  imported  into  the 
United  States,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
miliee  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  re.-.olution  for  consideration  ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  lo  the  second  reading: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  nf  Representa- 
tives of  the  Vnited  States  of  America  in  Congrt.i.i 
assembled,  That  of  the  two  hundred  copies  of  the  doc- 
umrnlB  ordered  to  be  printed  by  a  resolve  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  KepresentalivcB  of  the  27th  of  De- 
Mtll  Cos.  1st  ShSS. — 4 


comber,  1813,  the  SecreUry  of  State  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  take  one  copy  for  each  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  transmitted  to  said  Judges,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  .\pril, 
1814. 

.Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  moiioQ 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  Congress  a 
statement  of  the  actual  number  of  officers,  non-com- 
missioned ofliicerp,  musicians,  and  privates,  now  com- 
posing the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
to  what  posts  they  are  distributtd,  and  the  number  at 
each  poet,  respectively. 

The  bill  turther  providing  for  the  Library  of 
Congress  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Xaverio  Nandi ;  and.  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Sen.tte  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodge;. and.  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  reported 
It  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion. "  Shall  itiis  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
lime?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Seriate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  pensions  of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wright- 
er, l(igelh»^r  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  the  amendments 
having  been  agreed  to.  in  part,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on 
the  question.  '*  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  wa>  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  id  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  jun.,  of 
Waterford,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut;"  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  it  was  recommitted  to 
a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Daggett,  Roberts,  and 
Varmm,  were  appointed  ihe  committee. 

.Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  .Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  Finance,  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act.  entitled  'An  act  for  imposing  additional  du- 
ties upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
porteii  from  any  foreign  pori  of  place,  and  for 
ottier  I  urposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Campbeli.,  from  the  same  commiiiee.  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act  entitled  'An  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  imported  salt,  graiiimg  a  bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  cer- 
tain vessels  employed  in  the  fislieries,"  reported 
it  without  ameadmeot. 
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CAMPBELr.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wal Referred  thfl  bill,  entitled  "An  act  tu  repeal 
so  fcuch  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  23d  day  of  De- 
cetWer.  1814.  a«  imposes  additional  duties  on 
posj'ige."  reporttsJ  it  without  amendment. 
J^f.  Campbeli.  from   the  same  committee,  to 


Janoahv,  1816. 

Talbot,  and  Macow,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Well9  presented  the  petition  of  I,aac 
Briggs.  praying  relief  in  thn  settlement  of  his.  ac- 
counts, as  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;  and  com- 


wh||ri  was  referfed  the  bill,  entitled   'An  act  con-    pensation  for  exploring  and  ascertaining   the   to 
tin^ig  in  force  pertain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank    pography  of  a  post  route  from  Washington  City 
r,«i«  r^dr.^.}  ..,j^,.  „„^  r 1 „.»_i,„    to  New  Orleans,  as  stated  in  the  peiiiion;   which 


Dol»,  refined  suiar«,  and  for  other  purposes,"  also 
re))4«ted  it  withcjut  amendment. 

Me  bill,  entit.»fd  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
G,  l|amp,"  was  |,ead  a^third  time,  and  passed. 

•'lie  Senate  rt^sunrrd.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WiMle,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
ac,t^t>  authorize ^the  payment  for  property  lost, 
capjiired,  or  destfoyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  j 
m.iiJiry  service  ^f  the  United  States,"  together 
the  aniendruenls  reported  thereto  bv  the  se- 
jommiitee;  pnJ.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock, 
thrSf:''ther  consi^leration  thereof  was  postponed 
un<Jff  Wednesday  next 


was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Wells.  Macon,  and  Chace,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORouoH  presented  the  memorial  of 
Robert  Gilmore  and  Sons,  and  otiiers,citizens  and 
merchants  of  Baltimore,  praying  a  continuance 
of  the  double  duties  on  importations  to  the  30ih 
of  November  next,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
^  ,  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

►K  Ki.NG  pres^-nted  the  memorial  of  Walter  1  Mr.  Dagoett  presented  the  petition  of  Talcott 
Wi.Hs  and  ctliers|  merchants  of  New  York,  pray-  '  Wolcott.  of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
injj[0ie  continuaice  of  the  double  duties  on  im-  j  praying  relief  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  non- 
poff^ions,  to  tht?  31st  of  December  next,  and  I  importation  law.s,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
reyr|4enting  the  jparrial  operation  of  the  Stamp  j  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  la>t  men- 
ac^flind  the  meriiorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  !  lioned. 


renct 


thf  Cimmittee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Mes 

sa:Jt^)f  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 

laiv»  ^0  Finance  iand  an  Uniform  National  Cur- 

\ 
? 

TcijsDAT,  January  30. 

EsiDErJT  communicated  a  letter   from 
T,     itf'orlhingtou 'Governor  of  Ohio,  with  a  copy  j 
ofj  I  Solutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  I 
StA\  '     disapproving  of  the  amendments   to    the 

ConLitution   of  Jhe  United  State*,  proposed  by  '  _    _  ^ 

**«  |i^&'=»l*'U'"Ps  :0f  the  States  of  Massachusetts  |  be  requested  to  cau««  to  be  laid  before   the  SenVte   a 
andlj^onnecticut^,  which  were  read.  statement  of  tbr  actual  number  of  officers,  non-com- 


T5t  P" 


Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  D.  Ly- 
man, in  behalf  of  the  woollen  manufacturers  of 
Massachusetts.  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress,  as  stated  io 
the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  appointed  on  so  much  ot  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  29th  instaftv-by  Mr.  Wil30n  ; 
which  was  amended,  and  agrerd  to,  as  follows: 

Rtsohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 


N^.  King  presanted  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor. 
Atdfcjmen,  and  Oommon  Council  of  the  City  of 
N«\irfYork-.  pray  ng  the  reimbursement  of  certain 
jadvanced  ;  nd   expended  in   the  defence  of 


missioned  officers,  musicians,  and   privates,  now  com- 
posing the  Military  Eslabhshmenl  of  the  United  Stalet, 
to  what  posts  they  are  distributed,  and  the   number  at 
each  post,  re?pettirely. 
bird  Milita  y  District,  as  slated  in  the  me-        The  resolution  directing  a   copy  of  the  docu- 
I;   which  \*as  read,  and  referred   to  a  select  i  ments,  printed  by  a   resolve  of  CoDgre.ss  of  the 
■ittee;    and[  Messrs.    King.    Vak.nlm,    and  j 'J7ih  of  December.  1813.  to  be  transmitted  to  each 
were  appojnted  the  committee.  ,  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  read  the 

^.WiLLiAMS^presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph  |  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
rand  others.:of  Blount  county,  in  t.he  State  '  the  Whole;  and  on  the  question.  'Shall  thi?  res- 
-^nnessee.  re*ionstrating  against  the  tran.-por-  ■  oiution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
^^  and  openiitg  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and  i  was  determined  in  the  affirmative, 
thfc, memorial  Wi^s  read,  and  referred  to  the  com-  I  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
m|tf<Je,  to  whor^  were  referred,  on  the  22d  of  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  pro- 
D»(A{n[iber.  the  ijetition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  I  viding  for  the  Library  of  Congre.ss ;  and  on  mo- 
Bj>slt^T  county.  i{i  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  tion,  by  Mr.  Robeht.s,  the  further  consideration 
Of"?,V"  J'^^''     .  '  thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

*!'■    .  xV''"\.*';i      .     Pf^^*^^'^'!   '"^   petition   of  1      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
fcfcjird  MitcheU.  of  the  county  of  Hawkins,  in     Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


Ricii^ ....      _ „.,  ..  .,„„„,..,,.. 

th^Mtate  of  Tenrjessee.  praying  remi-sion  of  cer 
ta'oJ  udgments  obtained  against  him.  by  the  Uni- 
teilf  tates.  in  thp  circuit  court  at  Knuxville,  in 
tltjJ(:|tate  of  Tenpessee.  for  reasons  therein  stated 
*H'MS*'  ^^'^  ^^^'  P«'»l'on  was  read,  and  referred 
"^^^1  select  compjittec;  and  Messrs.  Williams, 


act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  entitled  '  An  act 
for  imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,'"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
theselect  committee  ;  and  the  amendments  having 


I; 


1 
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been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported   the  bill 
to  th*'  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GoLDanoHouoH.  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  4.  nays  27.  as  (ollows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Uarbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Dsf^gett,  Fromentin,  Uaillard,  Howell,  Hunter, 
King,  Lacock,  Macon,  .Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Koberu,  Kuggies,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Tur- 
ner, Varnum,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?"  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act.  passed  on  the23J 
of  December,  1814,  as  imposes  additional  duties 
on  postage;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed thereto,  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  continuing  in  force  certain  acts  laying  duties 
on  bank  notes,  refined  sugars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  cer- 
tain vessel*  employed  in  the  fisheries." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  further  consid- 
eration tiiereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
next. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert 
White  and  Jacob  Wrighter  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  filled  with  the  word  "twenty." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of 
Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter." 

The  bill  for  the  relef  of  Edward  Barry  and 
George  Hodge  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Xaverio  Nandi  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bhown,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  White,"  re- 
ported It  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Martin  Cole.  John  Pollock,  George  Wes,t- 
ner,  and  Abraham  Welty,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Markin."  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


Wednesday.  January  31. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Garrett,  referred  to  bim  on  the 


19th  instant;  and  the  report  was  read  and  re 
ferred,  together  with  the  petition  and  the  ac- 
companying papers,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Rdogles  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Wilson,  of  Belmont  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  the  privilege  of  applying  the  amount  of 
two  payments  he  has  made  on  a  quarter  section 
of  land,  purchased  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
payment  of  any  other  unlocated  land  in  the  State 
which  he  may  think  proper  to  enter,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of 
December,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Harman 
Hendricks,  merchant  of  New  York,  praying;  res- 
titution of  moneys  illegally  exacted  from  him  by 
the  collector  of  New  York,  as  duties  on  copper  of 
a  certain  description,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  .Messrs.  Sanford,  Brown,  and  Chace, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  engrossed  resolution  directing  a  copy  of 
the  documents  printed  by  a  resolve  of  Congress, 
of  the  27th  December,  1813.  to  be  transmitted  to 
each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Martin  Cole.  John  Pollock, 
George  Westner,  and  Abraham  Welly  ;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  the  bill 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act.  continuing  in  force 
certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refined 
sugars,  and  for  other  purposes."  was  read  a  third 
time  ;  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
an  act  passed  on  the  23d  of  December,  1814,  as 
imposes  additional  duties  on  postage  ;"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third 
lime  as  amended  ;  and  on  the  question  '"Shall 
this  bill  pass  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  25.  nays  5,  as  follows  : 

VtAs — .Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock, 
Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Varnum,  Wells,  WilUams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Horsey, 
Thompson,  and  Tichenor. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  witli 
amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
law  of  costs  ;"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 
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(bill  last  m;?Dtiooed  was  read,  and  pawed 

'second  reaching. 

'  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wlic|^,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act'-ti.A  autliorize  ihe  payment  for  property  lost, 
capfi^d  or  de?trcr/ed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 


The  bill  entitled  '*Ad  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Markin,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


y  service  c|f  ihe  United  States,"  together 
le  amendmt-nts  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 


Fridav,  February  2. 

The  Prlsidlnt  communicated  a  letter  from 

the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

jTimittee  ;  e^tid  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested     wilh  a  supplementary  report  of  the  commissioQ- 

i^the  Chair.j  ers  appointed  to  ascertain   and  adjust  claims  for 

tinotiou  by  ilr.  Lacock.  to  amend  the  pro-  \  land  in  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  Slate 

ififih  seciioji,  by   inserting  the  word  'or"  ]  of  Louisiana;  which  was   read,  and  referred  to 

the  word      consumed,"  in  the  fifth  line;     the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of  December,  on 

strike  out  she  words  '•  or  injured,"  in  the    the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississip- 

ne  ;  it  wasiletermined  in  the  affirmative —    pi  Territory. 


nays  9,  35  follows 


Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  William 


di 
of 


ViC-' — Messrs.  liarbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Cbace,  Con-  S.  Hotchkiss  and  others,  citizens  of  Newburn.  in 
it./Sggett,  Dana*  Horsey,  Howell,  Lacock,  .Mason  ,  the  State  of  Connecticut,  concerned  in  the  busi- 
f  .>i^.    Hampshire,  Morrow,  RobertH,  Talbot,  Tail,    ness  of  rope-raaking,  praying  a  law  may  be  passed 


I'hompson^Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  VVil-    granting   a  suitable   drawback   of  the   duties  on 
Ijanis  ^ind  Wilson.  *  foreign    hemp  manufactured   into  cordage  in  the 

•H — Messrs.  |5rown,  Fromentin.  Goldsborough,     United  States,  and  thence  exported,  or  some  other 
^,  King,  Ma-)n  of  Virginia,  Kuggles,  Sanford,  i  relief,  for  reasons  stated   in   the  petition;  which 
!*"■•  '  \  '  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  appoint- 

jnotion,  by  ;Vlr.  Barbour,  the  bill  was  re-  '  ed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
^tted  to  the, Committee  on  Military  Affairs,    \\w  United  Stales  as  relates  to  Manufactures. 
»'  to  conside)-  and  report  thereon.  I      On    motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  committee 

TTf  Senate  reiumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Harman 
Whfc,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ;  Hendricks  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
aci  ft-  the  reliel^of  Jonathan  White;''  and  no  eration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
amp.'lment  haviMij  been  proposed  thereto,  the  '  lee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  .Message  of  the 
bili- lissed  to  a  tl»»,rd  reading.  President  of  the  United    States  as   relates  to  Fi- 

T|*  Senate   resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the     nance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 
W^iK-.the  consi(|eration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An         The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
act"  ffr  the  relief*of  Ciiarles   xMarkin  ;"  and   no     Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  pro- 
aarefjlment.  havi]j|ig    been    proposed  thereto,  the     viding  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  Mr.  Var- 
biljji^ssed  to  a  tl^ird  n-ading.  |  ndm  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and 

J^  i  Barry  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le-        Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th,  5th, 
giiJ.  4jre  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  an     6th,  and  7th  sections  of  the  bill,  and  proposed  for 
ali()|ifjnce,  in  niuney    or  land,  may   be  made  by  i  consideration  sundry  new  sections  to  be  inserted 
ess  to  the  Wjidows  and  orplians  of  volunteers  \  in  lieu  thereof;  which  were  read,  and,  on  motion 

by  Mr.  Barhour,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  and  amendments  were  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas  B.  Wait  and 
Sons,  praying  for  encouragement  in  the  printing 
of  a  second  and  improved  edition  of  the  public 
documents,  to  be  comprised  in  nine  volumes,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution;  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Kesolvfd,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  State  pa- 
pers and  public  documents  proposed  to  be  printed  by 
T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons,  be  taken  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress and  the  several  Executive  departments;  T.  B. 
Wait  and  Sons  engaging  to  deliver  the  same  at  the 
Department  of  State,  in  well  hound  volumes,  at  two 
dollars  and  a  quarter  for  each  volume. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  .Monday. 


of  i4it  Slate,  whr)  may  have  died  in  the  military 
serv  ie  of  the  UiSited  States;  and  the  memorial 
w.i'fic'ad,  and  reJk'rred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
it«r^JAffairs. 


Thursday,  February  1. 

.  SANFORolpresenied  the  petition  of  Jame> 
atson,  of  Ntew  York,  praying  to  be  placed 
5e  pension  Tist,  a.s  a  lieutenant  of  the  Navy 
■e  United    ►■Mates,  for  reasons  stated    in   the 
>n  ;    whichj  was  reacJ.  and  referred  to  the 
iittee  on    ,Naval    Affairs,  to   consider   and 
thereon,  iif  bill  or  otherwise, 
^e  bill  emitted  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
w  of  costs''  was  read  the  secjnd  time,  and 
red  to  a  seltiit  committee  ;  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
111  DAGGETT..^and    RiGOLES.  Were  appointed 
ewmmittee.    • 

"*  e  bill  enlijled  "An  act  lor  the  relief  of 
n  Cole,  Jo-in  Pollock.  George  Westner.  and 
ham    Welti,"   was  read  a»  third  time,  and 

/le  bill  entitl|>d  "An  act  for  the  reli-f  of  Jon- 
|i  V\  hue,"  vj-as  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Monday,  February  5. 

Robert  G.  Harper,  appointed  a  Senator  by 

the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  .Maryland,  from 

the  29th  of  January,  1816,  to  the  3d  of  March, 

1S21,  produced  his  credential-;,  which  were  read; 


J 


'i 
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and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 

to  him,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2Gth  of  Jan- 
uary. 1816,  exhibiting  the  amount  of  duties  re- 
ceived on  imported  salt,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Government,  to  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  and  the  bounty  paid  on  the  exportation 
of  pickled  fish  and  salted  provisions  ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  on  the  petition  of  William 
Garratt,  reported  the  following  resolution  ;  which 
was  read  : 

Jiesolvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Sa.nford  presented  the  petition  of  Lathrop 
Thompson  and  others,  of  Southold,  in  ihe  State 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  transpor- 
tation and  opening  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Sanford,  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  on  the  22d  of  December,  the  peti- 
tions of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Beaver  county,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  .same  subject. 

Mr.  CoNuir  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  widows,  orphans,  and  females,  of  New  Man- 
chester, in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the 
encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  for  rea- 
sons staled  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanford  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  cer- 
tain courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Slate  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  Lacock  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, instructing  the  Senators,  and  requesting 
the  Representatives  of  that  State,  in  Congress,  to 
Use  tlieir  endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  dividing  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two 
districts,  and  establishing  a  district  and  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  at  Pitliburg,  in  the 
county  of  Alleghauy. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock, 

Jiesolvad.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  into  tw)  districts,  and  establish- 
ing a  district  and  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  at  Pittsburg,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Lacock,  Roberts,  and 
Chace,  be  the  committee. 

The  resolution  for  purchasing  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  State  papers  and  public  documents, 
proposed  to  be  printed  by  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons, 
was  amended  and  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reward 
the  officer-s  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
brig  Argus;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the 
further  con.>ideratiou  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  a 

Proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
fnited  States,  that  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  repeal  the  duties  on 
certain  articles  manufactured  within  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  pro- 
viding lor  the  Library  of  Congress,  together  wilh 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  bill  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Fromentin.  Taylor,  and 
Goldsborough,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WHiole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act 
laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  cer- 
tain vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tdesday.  February  6. 

.Mr.  Fro.mentin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  further  providing  for  the 
Library  of  Congress,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Francis  Le  Barron, 
reported  a  bill,  authorizing  the  opening  and  work- 
ing copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
P.  Watson,  reported  the  following  resolution  ; 
which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  ^rant 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  he  have  leave  t» 
withdraw  his  petition. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Sanfohd 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  con- 
cerning certain  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  State  of  New  York;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Naval  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  William  Garratt.  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  five  hun- 
dred copies  of  State  papers,  proposed  to  be  pub- 
lished by  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons,  which  was  amend- 
ed and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved.  That  fire  hundred  copies  of  the  State 


« 
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i(^  s  aoc 
^1  fd  by 


pii^ns  and  pul^ic  documeots,  proposed  to  be 
pr^i  fd  by  T.  B.' Wait  and  Sons,  be  taken  for  tlie 
u.«f  f  Congress?  and  the  several  Executive  de- 
p^r|iients;  T.  \i.  Wait  and  Son?,  engaging  lo 
diii^  er  the  sami-  at  the  Department  of  State  in 
•vftff  bound  volifines.  at  two  dollars  and  a  quarter 
fi,V*  jch  volumti, 

^  hereupon,  *n  motion  by  Mr.  Varnom.  the 
sa^.iRf  solution  ^^as  recommitted  to  Messrs.  Kino, 
V'A^  r^'^i' ^'^'^  I'V'OMENTiN,  with  instructions  to 

It  a  bill  accordingly. 

le  foUowinj^*  Message  was  received  from  the 

flDENT    OF  "HHE    UnITED  StATES  : 

£  Senate  anii  Hotue  of 
Represent  drives  of  the  United  States  .• 
represented,  that  the   lands  in  the    Michigan 
T*f*  xory,  designated  by  law  towards  satisfying  land 


and  magnitude  of  navigable  lake*,  riven,  and  baya ; 
the  variety  of  climate,  and  consequent  diversity  of  pro- 
ductions embraced  by  the  United  States,  cannot  fail  to 
impose  the  conviction,  that  a  capacity  exists  in  thia 
country  to  maintain  an  extensive  internal  commerce. 
The  variety  of  productions  peculiar  to  the  several  parts, 
invites  to  the  prosecution  of  a  commerce  of  the  most 
interesting  kind.  A  commerce  internal,  subject  solely 
to  the  regulations  of  the  country,  not  dependent  on,  or 
materially  affected  by  the  vicissitudes  of  foreign  com- 
petition or  collisions  ;  the  profits  on  which  will  rest  in 
the  country,  and  make  an  addition  to  the  wealth  of 
the  nation.  Such  a  commerce  will,  in  ita  natural  ten- 
dency, create  interesU*  and  feelings,  consonant  with 
the  great  interests  of  the  community.  Any  practicable 
scheme,  therefore,  for  improvement  of  roads  and  inland 
navigation,  having  for  its  object  the  encouragement 
and  extension  of  a  commerce  so  beneficial,  has  strong 


iiies  promised;  the  soldiers  of  the  late  army,  are  so  I  claims  to  the  attention  and  aid  of  Government,  consti 

•     1       .        .L ]      I.I „.l.-  — ;...      ..-<:>        tt\tM%A    t,\    r\rnrrkr\ta    «ko    r.nr.^i.'.l    n>oir«.. 


tutcd  to  promote  the  general  welfare. 

8uch  improvements,  executed  on  an  extensive  scale, 
would  unquestionably  contribute  to  the  general  interest 
and  increase  of  wealth  in  the  nation,  for,  whatever  tends 
to  accelerate  the  progress  of  industry,  in  its  various 
and  particular  branches,  or  to  remove  the  obstacles  to 
iU  full  exertion,  must,  in  the  result,  produce  that  effect. 
The  contemplated  improvement  in  roads  and  canals, 
by  extending  the  communication  for  commercial  and 
personal  intercourse,  to  the  interior  and  distant  parts 
of  the  Union,  would  bestow  common  benefits,  and  give 
an  enlarged  faculty  to   the  great  branches  of  national 


b<^ 

coV.  red  with  Bw^jmps  and  lakes,  or  otherwise  unfit 
foj,"  j?Itivation,  thAt  a  very  inconsiderable  proportion 
cafi  w  applied  to  jhe  intended  grants.  1  recommend, 
thci  X)rc,  that  oth^r  lands  be  designated  by  Congress, 
fo»  He  purpose  ol  supplying  the  deficiency. 
•    *  JAMES  MADISO.V 

if^jjacART  6,  lisie. 

fPie   Message*  was  read,  and   referred  to  the 
Cjul^iitee  on  Piilitary  Affairs. 

yile  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  repeal  the  duties 
oit  »|rtain  articles  manufactured  within  the  Uni- 

teHftates/' wasjread  the  second  time,  and  refer-  :  fnj^'.tVy;  whether  agricultural,  com.-nerc.al,  or  manu- 
refjliti  the  Comripittee    appointed  on  so  much  of    factunng. 

tbf  Message  of  t|e  President  of  the  United  States  ;  'phe  agricultural  producu,  which  at  present,  from 
as  I  ijates  to  Fir^nce  and  an  Uniform  National  j  inconvenient  dutance,  their  weight,  or  bulk,  are  un- 
Cai  I'ncy.  .  portable,  could   then    be  carried  to  a  distant  market; 

n  Je  Senate  rfsumed.  as  in  Committee  of  the  ^  the  reduction  on  the  charge  for  transportation  would 
Wn  Qle.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  become  an  addition  to  the  price ;  and  a  ready  market, 
*'^!  "jict  to  contijaue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  and  increased  price,  enhance  the  value  of  the  lands 
af^  ^Jjying  a  di^y  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  from  which  the  producu  were  drawn. 
buuny  on  pickl|;d  fish  exported,  and  allowances  I  The  general  commerce  of  the  country  would  thereby 
toji^tain  vesselt  employed  in  the  fisheries;"  and  ,  receive  a  proportional  advantage  from  the  increase  of 
or*   |e  question.  '•  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  i  ^^^  quantity  of  articles  for  exportation,  the  facility  and 

^^"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  ,  "tension  to  the  vending  of  imported  commodities 


as 


ys  6.  as  follows : 

AS — Messrs..  Barry,    Bibb,    Brown,    Campbell, 
Condit,    (|faillard,   Horsey,    Howell,    Hunter, 
—v..^'  Lacock,  M^on  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of 
Vi/rfSia,    Morrow',    Ruggles,   Sanford,    Tait,   Talbot, 
Ti,^Jr,  Wells,  W)lliam8,  and  Wilson. 

jTs — Mcsjirs.  Goldsborough,  Macon,  Thompson, 
T;icJ|nor,  Turner,'  and  Varnura. 

e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
e,  the  consideration  of  the   bill,  to  reward 


iccrs  and  crew  of  the  United   States'  brig 


also  from  a  more  general  consumption  arising  from  an 
increased  ability  in  the  community  to  purchase  such 
commodities.  To  manufacturers  a  reduction  on  the 
charge  for  transportation  of  the  raw  material,  and 
wrought  commodity,  would  be  highly  beneficial.  The 
beneficial  effects  on  individual  interests,  and  the  gen- 
eral wealth  in  society,  arising  from  a  system  of  cheap 
conveyance,  by  artificial  roads  and  canals,  does  not 
rest  on  speculative  opinion  or  abstract  reasonings  for 
confirmation  ;  all  doubts  as  to  the  advantages,  have 
been  removed  by  the  test  of  experience  m  every  coun- 
try, where  such  improvements  have  been  executed  on 
a  liberal  scale. 

To  insure  to  the  pursuiU  of  useful  industry  in  a  na- 
tion, a  state  of  the  greatest  prosperity,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  protect  their  interests  from  foreign  aggression,  to 
leave  them  unrestrained  by  artificial  provisions,  and  to 


TV 

thtf 

Arj^5 ;  and  on  ipotion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further 
cojftfleration  th«jreof  was  pwstponed  until  Thurs- 
day'iext.  I 

N    inter:Jal  improvements. 

Morrow^  from  the  committee  appointed 
onijfcnuchofth*  Message  of  the  President  of  the  I  ^^'"*'''*'°''  am^-borate,  the  natural  obstacles  to  their 
U^Sd    States,   ^s   relates    to  roads   and   canals,    "^^V"*"'  ^.^  P"^'"^  *°^''''-  rendering  conveyance  prac- 
roatj  a  report  ire  part,  which  was  read,  together 
"wji-ia  bill,  makjng  appropriation  for   the   con- 
sr-*  •        -        ■        •         •  ..... 

''ft»liand  passed >to  the  second  reading 
7|e  report  and  bill  are  as  follows 
jijit  a  view  of  |he  extent  of  territory,  the  number 


ticable  and  cheap. 

Such  public  works,  while  they  are  calculated  to  sub- 

-•,^,„     c I     I      »"    1       _„i.i       kii  I  serve  the  pecuniary  interests  of  every  industrious  class 

5100  pi'  roa^s  and  canals;  and  the  bill  was'    f,u„  „^„„..„  .  u    li  .     .  i.     i 

'  or  the  community,  are  highly  important  in  a  political 

point  of  view.     The  ciUzcns,  in  the  most  remote  parts, 

would  be  brought  into  close  connexion,  by  a  facility 

to  commercial  and  personal  intercourse.     Thccommoa 


^ 
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interests  and  identity  of  feelings  thence  arising,  would, 
as  a  cement  to  the  parts,  bind  together  the  whole,  with 
the  strong  bond  of  interest  and  affection,  giving  stabil- 
ity and  perpetuity  to  the  Union  ;  and,  as  a  means  of 
security,  tend  to  increase  our  capacity  for  resistance 
to  foreign  aggressions,  by  rendering  less  expensive,  and 
more  effective,  our  military  o(>erationg.  The  disadvan- 
tages experienced  and  heavy  charges  incurred  during 
the  late  war,  for  want  of  inland  navigation  along  the 
seacoast,  connecting  the  great  points  of  defence,  are  of 
too  recent  date,  and  decisive  a  character,  to  require 
any  other  demonstration  that  a  facility  in  inland  com- 
munication constitutes  a  principal  means  of  national 
defence. 

It  is  believed  that  improvements  so  important  to  the 
political  and  general  interest  of  society,  stand  strongly 
recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture. The  General  Government  alone  possess  the 
means  and  resources  to  give  direction  to  works  calcu- 
lated for  general  advantage,  and  to  insure  their  com- 
plete execution. 

The  particular  objects  of  this  kind,  to  which  public 
aid  should  be  given,  the  means  to  be  employed,  and 
the  mode  of  applying  the  public  moneys  remain  to  be 
considered. 

The  objects  arc,  such  artificial  roads  and  canals  as 
arc  practicable  of  execution,  and  which  promise  a 
general  or  extensive  advantage  to  the  community  ; 
others,  of  minor  importance,  that  are  local  in  their  na- 
ture, and  will  produce  only  local  benefits,  will,  more 
properly,  be  left  for  execution  to  the  means  and  en- 
terprise of  individuals,  or  to  the  exertions  of  particu- 
lar States.  It  is,  indeed,  a  political  maxim,  well  at- 
tested by  experience,  that  wherever  private  interests 
are  comf»etent  to  the  provision  and  application  of  their 
own  instruments  and  niearrs,  such  provision  and  means 
should  be  lelt  lo  themselves. 

Tho  great  works  which  are  calculated  for  national 
advantage,  either  in  a  military  or  commercial  view, 
their  execution  must  depend  (at  least  for  aid)  on  the 
General  (•ovcrnment.  Wherever  great  obstacles  arc 
to  be  overcome,  great  power  and  means  must  be  em- 
ployed. To  such  works  the  means  of  associated  in- 
dividuals are  incompetent,  and  the  particular  States 
may  not  have  a  sufficient  interest  in  the  execution  of 
works  of  the  most  essential  advantage  to  other  parts 
of  the  community.  In  other  cases,  where  interest 
might  be  sufficiently  operative,  the  means  or  the  power 
may  not  be  possessed,  their  territorial  jurisdiction  be- 
ing limited  short  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  work. 

Among  many  other  objects  of  improvement  in  in- 
land navigation  and  roads,  coming  within  the  above 
description,  the  following  appears  to  be  recommended 
by  their  importance  to  the  attention  of  Congress:  Ist. 
Canals  opening  an  inland  navigation  along  the  .\t- 
lantic  seacoast  2d.  A  great  turnpike  road  from  North 
to  South.  3d.  Turnpike  roads  forming  communications 
between  the  .Atlantic  and  Western  river'*.  -Ith.  Mili- 
tary roads  communicating  with  the  frontier  posU  ;  and, 
5th.  .\  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Ohio,  or  opening  the  bed 
of  the  river  at  that  place. 

The  present  sute  of  the  national  finances,  and  the 
efl'ect  which  engaging  in  many  expensive  works  at  the 
same  time  would  produce,  in  raising  the  price  of  labor, 
seems  to  jwint  out  the  policy  of  applying  the  public 
means  to  one,  or  only  a  few  of  these  objects,  in  the 
first  instance. 

The  dilficulty  and  delicacy  of  selecting  a  particular 
object  from  among  many  others  of  acknowledged  im- 


portance and  gnreat  interest,  is  sensibly  felt.  In  mak- 
ing the  decision,  general  interests  must  be  kept  in 
view,  and  be  held  superior  to  local  considerations.  It 
appears  proper,  that  when  the  Govemmetit  authoriie 
the  expenditure  and  application  of  public  moneys,  to 
one  of  these  objects,  they  should  at  the  same  time 
adopt  a  system,  calculated  to  insure,  in  due  time,  the 
execution  of  other  works  requiring  their  aid. 

After  due  consideration,  and  that  examination  which 
the  committee  have  been  able  to  give  to  the  bubject, 
they  respectfully  recommend  to  the  first  attention  of 
Congress,  "  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal," 
being  in  their  opinion  of  the  first  importance,  and  re- 
quiring the  aid  of  the  General  Government.  It  forms 
the  central  link  in  that  great  chain  of  inland  naviga- 
tion along  the  seacoast,  proposed  to  be  opened.  It  is 
believed,  from  the  best  evidence,  to  be  practicable  of 
execution,  and  of  itself,  unconnected  with  other  im- 
provements, will  afibrd  the  most  extensive  advantages. 
On  this  the  committee  will  make  a  special  report. 

Of  the  different  modes  which  might  be  devised  of 
applying  public  moneys  to  objecU  of  internal  improve- 
mcnU,  that  of  authorizing  subscriptions  for  a  limited 
number  of  shares  of  the  slock  of  companies  incorpo- 
rated for  the  purpose,  appears,  on  every  consideration, 
to  be  the  most  eligible.  By  limiting  the  number  of 
shares  to  be  subscribed,  to  a  third,  or  less  than  one 
half,  of  the  whole  stock,  there  is  more  security  that  the 
Government  shall  not  become  engaged  in  impracti- 
cable projects  for  improvements,  and  also  for  the 
economical  expenditure  of  the  funds,  than  would  be, 
on  the  plan  of  a  direct  application  by  Government,  of 
the  public  moneys.  ^ 

The  committee,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  funds 
may  be  made  applicable  to  the  dbjects  of  internal  im- 
provement, with  due  regard  to  the  state  of  the  finances, 
and  demands  on  the  Treasury,  requested  information 
from  the  Treasury  Department.  The  information  ob- 
tained accompanies  this  report.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  surplus  revenue  applicable  to  these  objects 
is  hypothetically  stated  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  as  neces- 
sarily it  must  be,  in  the  present  state  of  the  revenue 
laws. 

It  appears,  however,  under  any  contemplated  change 
in  the  existing  system,  that  the  revenue  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  supply,  after  the  present  year,  and  during 
a  sUte  of  peace,  an  annual  appropriation  of  $600,000 
for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement.  That  sum 
would  constitute  a  fund  capable  of  effecting  many 
valuable  objects  of  that  kind  ;  and,  under  prosperous 
circumstances,  the  fund  might  be  gradually  argumented 
in  the  proportion  of  the  decrease  of  the  public  debt. 
But,  if  it  shall  enter  into  the  policy  of  Government  to 
authorize  expenditures  in  execution  of  the  works  cal- 
culated for  public  advantage  and  general  convenience, 
the  same  policy  will  direct  to  the  provision  of  the 
means.  For  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  resources 
of  the  nation  are  amply  sufficient,  when  brought  in 
aid  of  private  means,  to  effect  every  object  of  impiove- 
ment  on  roads  and  canals,  that  are  of  an  extensive 
nature,  and  of  national  concern. 

The  committee  respectfully  propose,  that  an  annual 
appropriation  be  made,  to  constitute  a  fund  for  making 
roads  and  opening  canals ;  that  the  fund  shall  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
shall,  whenever  authorized  by  Congress,  subscribe  for 
shares  in  the  stock  of  companies  incorporated  for  mak- 
ing artificial  roads  or  opening  canals,  and  shall  pay  out 
of  the  aforesaid  fund  the  instalments  as  thcv  become 
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«i<4]o"  ""ch  shatM  ;  that  any  Jividends  thence  arising, 
^iWn  any  work  ihall  be  completed,  shall  be  paid  into 
aHJgjbecome  a  pajrt  of  said  fund,  and  the  Secretary  shall 
fipfU  at  each  sission.  to  Congress,  all  expenditures, 


the  Senate  authorizing  a  grant  of  land  to  the  company, 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand  acres,  to  be  ex' 
changed  for  the  stock  of  the   company.     These  bills 
however,  were  postponed  by  the  Hou»«  of  Representa- 
'  it  is  believed,  to  the  peculiar  embarrs 


^^:the  general  jstate  of  the  fund,  ^  well  as  the  state     tive^:,  owing, 

c]rj|e  works  in  thich  the  Government  are  concerned,    ments  of  the  country  at  the  periods'  they  were  sent  for 
'  ||ie  committer   have  directed  a  bill   to  be   reported    concurrence. 

facing  the  above  provisions.  r„  i„„.     iuiq   .u  u      .     r    i     ^„ 

I      ...          T  ,  ,,  _ '"  June-    l»13'  tne  subject  of  thr  Chesapeake  and 

Itie  bill  IS  a^  tollows:  |  Delaware  canal  was  again  brought  forward  bofore  the 

^  Jf  it  enartedMc,   That  the    annual  sum  of Senate,  and,  on  the  l*-ith  of  July,  a  committee  reported 

()f)tdn  be,  and  tljc  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  '  '^**  "  would    not  be  expedient  to  act  upon  the  sub- 

jiiyiose  of  consjituting  a  tund,  for  making   artificial 

ri;ffl»,  and  openi*g  canal-  ;    which  annual   sum  shall 

Ki  r^t  apart,  and<  invariably  pledged,  as  a  fund  for  the 

F*<in|ose  aforesaij,  and  for   no  other  use  or   purpose 

x^t-Msoever ;  ami  the  same  shall   be  placed,  and  held 


i'\l>--J«3<-'«^»«:r  ,    am«   lUf    eaillC    snail    DC    piaceu,  anil  nelu       ""•»««».i«i    ciuuamiuMiiueilW    OI 

inidjr  the  speciJ  charge    and  direction  of    the  Sec-     attempt  to  revive  the  subject 

ri(ta|y  of  the  Triiisury,  for  the  time  being :  Provided,  pre-eiisting  obstacles  would  seem  to  be  hajipily  re- 
'Jti«I  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  moved,  and  the  present  moment  appears  to  your  com- 
pfe«J-nt  Congresflj  from  suspending  this  appropriation  !  '»'"««*   highly    auspicious  for   Congress  to   interpose, 


It  would  _  _     ^ 

jcct  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  but  at  the  lime 
earnestly  recommended  it  to  the  ^rly  and  attentive 
consideration  of  the  Senate  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress,  But  then,  unfortunately,  the  war  and  the 
financial   embarrassmenU  of  the   country   forbade  an 

Now,  however,  all  the 
seem  to  be     ha[ipily  re- 


^ongresflj 
ilfiifijg   a  state  <if   war  with    any  foreign    Power,  in 
v>*il(ti  the  Uniterf  States  may  be  engaged. 

:'|Jc-  -•  And  bi  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
f-IJvlre&s  shall,  liy  law,  authorize  subscription  to  be 
n|a^:»  for  shares  Jf  the  stock  of  any  company  incorpo- 
r|t;|,  for  makinjj  artificial  roads  or  canals,  and  a  sub- 
s^j^ion  conforreJible  thereto  shall  have  been  made  on 
bjiljjfof  the  Uijited  Slates,  all  moneys  which  shall 
krf^ine  due  acc<^ding  to  the  provisions  of  such  acts. 
ai  |ie  shares  olf  stock  holden  by  the  United  States, 
!ifcaj!f  be  paid  outjof  the  aforesaid  fund. 

j14^'  ^'  ^"''^''i^/w'Afr  enacted.  That  all  dividends 
oJ  Afit.*  which  tiiall  accrue  from  the  shares  of  stock 
bilgn  by  the  L'Aited  States,  shall  be  received  by  the 
s,^(5feecretary.  aid  shall  by  him  be  paid  into  the  said 
fiAiu  and  becom.^  a  part  thereof. 

f^-'lc.  4.  And  b.*  it  further  enacltd,  That  it  shall  bo 
tl^'lirther  duty  (<f  the  taid  Secretary,  to  make  to  Con- 
si<*l  «t  each  seiiion,  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  said 
t^yi.5Jwith  the  eibenditures  and  receipts,  together  with 
ti.»e  .iateof  ihe  w.|rkonall  roads  and  cannls,  in  thecon- 
a|»-)iAion  of  whickj  the  United  States  have  become  con- 
c^i* d  in  the  mj^ner  aforesaid. 

HiJtESAPE.^iE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 
Hjr.  MoRRovt,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
t*4|o"owingr(|port,in  part,  together  with  a  bill  lo 
-    -^orize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sub- 

£,  in  beha|f  vi  the  United   States,  for 

^s  in  the  cajpiia!  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Iware  Canjil  Company;  and  the  bill  was 
[and  passecjto  a  second  reading. 
ke  committed,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
^President's  .^essage  as  relates  to  roads  and  canals, 
fc^'fi  <g,  in  their  general  report,  recommended  to  Con- 
gfti:  the  Chesap,ake  and  Delaware  canal  as  an  ob- 
>;?  f  first  importance  requiring  the  aid  of  the  Gcn- 
^jf  'overnmentj  beg  leave  to  make  a  separate  report 
CfHl-  rning  the  s^imc 

i'  \  e  ChesapeaVe  and  Delaware  canal,  as  an  object 
a:d  I  h  national  iifiportance,  has  for  many  years  claimed 
tl;V  »  ttention  of^'ongress.  It  was  first  presented  to 
tLiJ  consideratic^  in  the  year  1806,  by  a  memorial  of 
^'^jjesident  andjdirectors,  dated  the  ist  ol  December, 
ly"«.  and,  by  a  report  subsequently  made,  on  the  2  Ist 
t>>'jliTch,  1806,^  appears  that  an  enlightened  corn- 
It:  of  the  Sei<ate  recommended  that  aid  should  be 
?eJ  to  the  memorialists.  The  report  of  this  com- 
|e  was  finally  .^adopted,  and  one  or  more  bills  passed 


and  to  grant  its  prompt  and    erticient   aid  to  the  com- 
pany. 

^  For  a  full  and  able  exposition  of  the  history  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  of  iu  utihty,  of  iu 
practicable  and  easy  execution,  of  the  progress  and 
slate  of  the  v^ork,  of  the  probable  expense,  and  of  the 
causes  which  compelled  the  company  to  suspend  their 
operations,  your  committee  l.tg  leave  to  refer  the 
Senate  to  the  said  memorial  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors, with  their  observations  accompanying  the  same ; 
to  the  report  of  the  Senate,  made  thereupon,  of  the' 
•2 Ist  of  .March,  1806,  and  also  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  roads  and  canals,  made 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  of 
March,  IS07;  and  pray  that  the  same  may  be  taken  as 
a  part  of  this  their  report. 

.\fter  this  general  reference,  your  committee  deem 
It  unnecessary  to  go  into  a  full  discussion  of  the  mer- 
its and  utility  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal. 
They  will,  however,  glance  at  one  or  two  of  the  most 
important  considerations. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  may  with  jus- 
tice be  considered  as  of  first-rate  importance  in  the 
great  proposed  line  of  inland  navigation  along  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  from  North  to  ISouth,  and  its  execu- 
tion as  assuring  the  opening  of  that  great  communica- 
tion at  no  very  distant  {leriod. 

It  embraces  within  lUelf  a  wide  extended  range  of 
interests  from  North  Carolina,  including  all  the  towns 
and  landings  on  the  rivers  and  waters  of  that  State, 
emptying  into  the  Albemarie  and  Pamlico  nounds,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  numerous  rivers  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  which  empty  into  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  for 
a  distance  of  six  hundred  miles,  to  Trenton,  on  the 
Delaware. 

But  this  is  not  the  most  interesting  view  of  this  sub- 
ject. The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  is  eapeci- 
ally  calculated  to  subserve  and  promote  the  groat  in- 
terest*; ol  the  nation.  .\s  a  military  work,  it  offers 
facilities  of  tho  highest  imjiortance. 

From  the  extent  and  exposure  of  the  Atlantic  States 
to  an  enemy  possessed  of  a  naval  superiority,  how  im- 
portant is  it  to  have  an  interior  navigation  along  and 
near  the  frontier,  which  vmH  admit  of  the  transportation 
ol  an  army,  with  iu  artillery,  &c.,  in  safety,  from  point 
to  point,  wuh  a  celerity  of  movement  equal  to  that  ol 
tht  eneriiv. 

During  the  Revolutionary  war.  it  is  stated  that  Gen- 
eral Washinoto.\  often  lamented  the  want  of  a  nari- 
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gable  canal  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Delaware.  Hit 
supplies  for  the  most  part  were  drawn  from  the  Ches- 
apeake, and  the  diflTiculties  he  experienced  in  procu- 
ring the  means  for  transjiorling  them  across  the  isthmus 
are  said  to  have  been  inconceivably  great. 

But  what  he  most  lamented  was  the  dangerous  and 
vexatious  detention  to  which  he  was  inevitably  sub- 
jected, when  he  arrived  at  the  isthmus  on  his  march  to 
the  South,  for  the  want  of  wagons  to  transport  his 
stores  and  heavy  artillery  from  one  bay  to  the  other. 
This  detention,  at  a  juncture  so  critical,  under  circum- 
stances less  favorable,  might  have  proved  fatal  to  him 
and  to  his  army.     • 

The  inconveniences  felt  and  incalculable  expense 
incurred  by  individuals  as  well  as  the  public,  during 
the  late  war,  in  the  vast  and  heavy  transportations 
across  the  isthmus,  must  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of 
every  one.  So  great  was  the  carriage,  during  this  pe- 
riod, of  goods,  tobacco,  flour,  cotton,  and  other  bulky 
articles  acroiis  the  peninsula,  that  it  l>ecame  iiexessary 
to  use  four  distinct  lines  of  tranB|>ortation  from  differ- 
ent jwints  of  the  Chesapeake  to  corresponding  points 
of  the  Delaware,  at  an  expense  of  wagonage  estimated 
for  one  year  at  not  less  than  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
thousand  dollars,  nearly  one-half  of  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  canal. 

I'he  committee  further  remark  that,  if  it  is  at  any 
time  to  enter  into  the  liberal  policy  of  Congress  to  aid 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  there  are  reasons 
in  reference  to  the  particular  state  of  the  work  itself 
why  that  aid  should  be  speedily  afforded. 

For  the  want  of  funds  the  operations  of  the  company 
have  stood  suspended  for  ten  years  and  upwards  ;  and 
that  important  and  difficult  part  of  the  work,  the  feeder, 
(nearly  completed.)  with  its  several  embankments, 
culverts,  and  bridges,  is  exposed  to  daily  injury,  and  in 
danger  of  great  dilapidation,  if  not  ruin.  Besides,  the 
copipany  not  having  been  able  to  comply  with  certain 
contracts  for  lands  and  water  rights  for  the  use  of  the 
canal,  suits  have  been  brought  and  judgments  obtained 
by  the  proprietors  against  them  ;  so  that  the  lands  and 
water  rights  so  purchased  arc  in  danger  of  being  sold, 
and  the  money  actually  paid  in  part  for  said  lands  and 
water  rights,  amounting  to  large  sums,  is  in  danger  of 
being  actually  lost. 

One  other  roinark  the  committee  have  deemed 
worthy  of  notice.  The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
canal  necessarily  passes  through  the  extremities  of  two 
States,  without  being  so  central  to  either  as  to  com- 
mand the  general  interests  of  either  government.  \\m 
peculiar  local  situation  would,  therefore  seem  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  aid  and  patronage  of  the  General 
Government,  especially  in  connexion  with  its  acknowl- 
etlged  local  and  general  utility. 
The  whole  exjtense  of  the  canal  is  estimated 

at  $860,000 

Of  which  has  been  paid  by  the  stockholders, 

and  expended  on  the  work      -         -         -      100,000 

Yet  wanted  to  complete  the  canal  -      760,000 

To  raise  this  sum,  the  committee 

propose  that  Congress  should 

authorize    a    subscription    for 

*J,000  shares  of  the  stock  of  the 

company,  at   .$^00  per  share, 

making  -         .         .         .  ,f400,000 

There  remains  to  be  paid  in,  on 

the  stock   subscribed  and  not 

forfeited  ....      100,000  —  500,000 

Leaving  a  deficit  of         -        -         -         -  $250,000 


which,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  made  up  by  additional 

individual  and  other  subscriptions. 

In  fixing  upon  the  sum  of  $400,000,  the  committee 
have  had  regard  to  the  embarrassments  of  the  com- 
pany, the  magnitude  of  the  work,  and  the  disposition 
heretofore  manifested  by  the  Senate  to  grant  lands  to 
the  company  equal  in  value  to  the  sum  no%  proposed. 

Upon  due  consideration,  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  sum  of  $400,000  ought  to  be  appropriated, 
to  be  applied  by  way  of  subscription  for  the  stock  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  and 
have  accordingly  submitted  a  bill  with  this  report  for 
that  purpose. 

Observations  respecting  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 

Canal. 

The  Committee  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  appointed 
to  present  their  memorial,  and  solicit  the  aid  and  pa- 
tronage of  Congress,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  offer  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives the  following  facts  and  observations  relative  to 
the  said  canal,  as  the  ground  and  reasons  for  their 
application  : 

The  utility  of  canals  in  every  country  where  they 
have  been  introduced  is  proved  by  the  example  of  so 
many  great  nations,  l>oth  ancient  and  modern,  that  at 
this  period  it  seems  almost  unnecessary  to  enter  into 
an  investigation  of  their  general  utility,  or  of  their  his- 
tory. In  order,  however,  to  show  their  application  to 
the  United  States  with  more  force,  and  to  prove  the 
greatness  of  their  importance,  a  short  sketch  of  their 
introduction,  and  subsequent  improvement  by  many 
distinguished  nations,  may  revive  the  recollection  of  the 
members  to  numerous  facts  and  principles  which  mu^ 
have  occurred  to  them  in  their  general  studies. 

At  a  very  early  period  of  society,  the  Egyptians  be- 
stowed immense  advantages  on  their  country  by  the 
canals  they  executed  along  the  river  Nile,  and  from 
the  Mediterranean  to  the  Red  Sea,  through  the  isthmus 
of  Suez,  by  which  means  the  commerce  of  India  and 
all  the  maritime  parts  of  Asia  was  opened  to  Europe 
and  the  countries  communicating  with  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  was  the  source  of  all  their  great  improve- 
ments in  the  arts  and  power.  The  accounts  of  several 
modern  travellers,  and  particularly  the  researches  of 
the  French  and  British,  who  lately  visited  that  coun- 
try, aiford  ample  testimony  of  the  existence,  operation, 
and  advantages  of  these  canals. 

From  sources  no  less  authentic,  and  particularly 
from  the  late  embassy  of  Lord  Macartney,  we  learn 
the  immense;  extent  and  utility  of  the  canals  of  China, 
which  bring  the  products  of  that  vast  Empire  from  its 
most  distant  provinces,  interchange  those  of  one  region 
and  climate  with  another,  and  establish  a  profound  sys- 
tem of  political  economy  through  the  country. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans  attempted  to  intersect  the 
Isthmus  of  Corinth,  and  several  other  important  passes  ; 
but,  partly  from  their  ignorance  of  lock  navigation,  and 
partly  from  their  genius  being  less  devoted  to  com- 
merce and  manufactures  than  to  war  and  the  luxury 
of  the  fine  arts,  few  works  of  this  kind  remain  in  the 
countries  they  governed. 

No  sooner,  however,  had  the  spirit  of  commerce  re- 
vived, aAer  the  barbarous  ages,  than  the  nations  of 
Europe  began  extensive  works  of  this  kind ;  since 
which,  the  improvement  of  those  works  has  continually 
increased  with  the  civilization  of  the  countries  which 
have  adopted  them,  and  has  been  the  chief  means  of 
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in^klucing  anttnoarishing  their  commerce,  their  man- 
Viyuturcs,  and  t^iose  useful  arts  which  have  changed 
tti|Kconduion  ot^mankind,  and  promoted  the  happiness 
-«fBte  people  m^re  than  all  other  circumstances. 
^  K>me  of  the  Jirat  modern  canals  were  undertaken 
^i^r, executed  bl  the  free  republics  of  Italy,  where  lock 
^^i^gationa  whilh  forms  an  important  era  in  the  his- 
of  canals,  \ia8  tirst  used. 

ranee,  unde|  her  ancient  Kings,  early  engaged  in 
•ftwrprises  of  stlmuch  value  to  the  nation  ;  Henry  IV. 
jy^tructed  the^ canal  of  Briare,  and  designed  many 
^rs,  which  hjive  since  been  executed.  Louis  XIV. 
m  and  contoletcd  the  great  canal  of  Languedoc, 
:h,  extcndifij^  from  the  Mediterranean  to  Toulouse, 
iied  the  com^ounication  from  that  sea  to  the  I3ay  of 
■HiLiay,and  has'^t  once  furnished  incalculable  advan- 
italis,  by  saving*  a  circuit  of  near  two  thousand  miles 
>fUa  navigatiofi,  and  established  a  monument  of  his 
iwltness  more  >jurable  than  all  the  other  transactions 
t.f^'is  reign;  succeeding  Kings,  in  the  same  manner, 
^L'j^d  numerou4  works  of  the  kind;  and  the  nation, 
yB  while  a  Republic  and  under  its  present  Emperor, 
oF^st  all  the  wj^rs  and  calamities  it  has  sufTered,  has 
^ji^-asingly  devoted  lUelf  to  the  construction  of  canals. 
I  «i  Holland  aud  Flanders,  still  more  attention  has 
ffetfi  bestowed  ti<  this  important  subject.  The  former 
nt^^n  may,  indeed,  be  said  to  owe  its  political  origin 
'""existence  ttj  canals,  since  they  not  only  drain  the 
try,  but  intersect  it  so  much  in  every  direction  as 
rm  the  uniwrsal  means  of  communication. 
^  Flanders  s^  numerous  arc  canals,  that  few  of  its 
fc  are  witboi(t  them  ;  and  the  admirable  agriculture 
^anufactur«js  of  those  provinces  have  been  formed 
rought  to  iiaturily  by  the  aid  which  water  con- 
ce  affords  |bcm. 

it  the  islani*  of  Great  Britain  furnishes  a  proof  of 

dvantages  *f  canals  beyond  any  other  country, 
nation  hai  now  become  the  maritime  rival,  and 
aJiWiSt  the  contr|)ller,  of  every  commercial  people;  her 
supnorily  has  irisen  from  her  unbounded  commerce, 
ajiB^*  **^l  wfajth  it  has  introduced,  the  basis  of  which 

h  is  her  im|nen8C  manufactures,  which  supply  the 
vf#i^  of  a  larR.'  portion  of  the  earth;  the  foundation 
o3"*v^e»e  manuf/clurcs^has  again  been  formed  by  her 
mpi'^nal  improvements,  and  particularly  her  canals, 
«ci^h,  since  ihe^r  introduction  by  the  Duke  o(  Bridge- 
tr,  scarce  tifi?  years  ago,  have  been  so  rapidly  ex- 

■d  as  to  tr.i^erse  the  kingdom  in  every  direction, 
ese  means^er  mines  of  coal,  iron,  limestone,  and 
other  raw  jjinaterial,  have  been  opened  and  dis- 
I'^l^d  for  the  pt^rpose  of  manufacture;  while  the  pro- 
*Jjjj^  of  *g"cult»re  have  been  conveyed  from  province 
lO^o'ince,  and  Jthe  demands  of  one  place  supplied  the 
••'Wrces  of  anc^ther  ;  hence,  by  her  immense  inland 
'■i*Bration,  univj,'rsal  industry  and  employment  have 
'•^S  eieryviheT^  dillused ;  first,  to  supply  her  own 
>^aj^M,  and,  sccc^dly,  to  furnish  a  vast  supply  for  ex- 
pjM  to  obtain  tl^  wealth  of  other  countries. 

*e  I.'nited  yfatcs,  both  from  their  present  political 

|ialural  situ  jtion,  demand  from  their  Government 

aid    It   ca^   furnish,   which   renders  it  dubious 

lier  there  i*  any  object   which    can   more  highly 

the  attention  of  their  rulers.     Their  soil  and  the 

p«try  of  the  ^people  have,  in  a  few  years,  carried 

I  agriculture  jto  an  immense  extent;  and  their  cn- 

i>»e  has   crc4ted,  with  the   means  it  furnishes,  a 

lerce  whici;  now  vies  with  the  oldest  nations  of 

fpe.     But  htr  rapid  increase  in  prosperity  has  al- 

drawn  upqji  her  the  envy,  the  jealousy,  and  the 


hostility  of  other  nations,  which  alone  can  be  counter- 
acted by  improving  her  internal  strength,  supplying  her 
wanU,  as  far  as  possible,  by  her  own  produce  and  man- 
ufactures, and  extending  her  agriculture,  su  a«  to  gam 
I  from  its  surplus  the  wealth  of  other  nations,  and  fur- 
j  nish  her  own  Government  with  the  supjwrt  it  may  re- 
quire in  every  exigency. 
j      For  all  these  purposes  her  want  of  population,  and 
j  the   aJluremenU   held   out  by  her   unsettled  territory, 
I  form  the  only  obstacle.     The  price  of  labor  retards  her 
\  agricultural  iiuprovemenis,  and  prevents  the  more  rapid 
j  increase  of  her  manufactures  ;  and  the  difficulty  of  com- 
j  munication  from  one  part  of  her  territory  to  another, 
j  adds  immensely  to  these  disadvantages.    It  must  be  ob- 
j  vious,  therefore,  that   whatever  mechanical   or    other 
aru  can  lessen  or  supply  the  want  of  manual  labor,  or 
I  whatever  improvement*  can  accelerate  internal  com- 
I  munication,  are  of  infmilely  more  importance  in  the 
j  present  situation  ol  the  country  than  at  a  future  one, 
and  form  at  this  moment  the  fairest  objecU  for  pnvate 
I  exertion  and  public  encouragement. 
,       It  IS  only  necessary   to  examine  the  produce  of  the 
I  different  States,  to  be  convinced   how  much  that  pro- 
duce may  be  so  disposed  as  to  form  an  incalculable  in- 
crease of  internal  resource  and  foreign  wealth. 

The  Southern  States  furnish  abundance  of  materials, 
which,  if  cheaply  conveyed  to  the  .Middle  and  Northern 
States,  would  encourage  manufactures.     Coal,  which 
is  the  basis  of  almost  every  manufacture,  abounds  on 
the  navigable  waters  of  James  river,  in  Virginia,  and  is 
wanted  not  only  in  the  maritime  cities,  and  along  the 
whole  seacoast,  but  tii  those  interior  situations  where 
means  exist  for  forming  mills  and  waterworks  ;  wheat, 
flour,  and  corn,  are  produced  in  the  .Middle  Sutcs,  and 
wanted  both  to  the  southward  and  eastward;  tobacco 
IS  the  growth   only  of  a  few  f^tatcs,  and  is  wanted  in 
the  rest;  fish,  oil,  lumber,  and  a  variety  of  other  arti- 
cles, are  produced  to  the  northward,  and  are  all  in  de- 
mand  to    the   southward;    in    the  interior  of  all    the 
Sutes  there  are  vast  quantities  of  limestone,  iron,  cop- 
per, lead,  and  other  materials,  which  are  accessible  to 
navigation,  and   will  not   bear  a  carriage   by  land,  but 
which  may  be  universally  diffuaed  by  means  of  interior 
canals,  uniting  with  a  general  one  through  the  Union. 
The  advantages,  and  indeed  the  necessity  of  canals, 
may  be  proved  by  a  few  simple  facU.     A  ton  of  goods, 
by  weight  or  measurement,  (of  forty  cubic  feet,)  u  fre- 
quently brought  from  Europe,  a  distance  of  three  thou- 
sand miles,   for  forty  shillings  sterling,  or  about  nine 
dollars  ;  this  rate  admiU  of  salt,  coal,  stone,  lumber,  and 
the  most  bulky  articles,  being  imported  from  beyond  the 
seas  cheaper  than   they   can   be   conveyed  for  a  very 
short  distance  by  land,  since  a  ton  of  goods  cannot  be 
carried  on  good  roads   for  the   same  price  more  than 
thirty  miles.    Hence  the  charges  of  conveyance  through 
the  United  States  are  very  great,  even  for  fine  and  val- 
uable articles ;  but  on  the   bulky  producU  of  agricul- 
ture,  and  on   mineral  [productions,  tiiey  operate  as  a 
total  exclusion.      In  England,   wherever  coal   is  dis- 
covered, it  immediately  becomes  the  basis  of  manufac- 
tures, as  the  materials  to  be  worked  into  use  ;  such  at 
iron,  copper,  clay  for  earthenware,  glass,  Ac,  arc  either 
conveyed  to  it,  or  the  coal  iUelf  is  brought  to  the  places 
where  these  articles  abound  ;  this  can  only  be  effected 
by  canals.     A  coaJ  mine  may,  therefore,  exist  in  the 
United  Stales  not  more   than  ten  miles  from  valuable 
ores  of  iron  and  other  materials,  and  both  of  them  be 
useless  until  a  canal  is  established   between   them,  u 
the  price  of  land  carriage  is  too  great  to  be  borne  by 
either. 
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Nor  does  the  conveyance  of  produce  coastwise  by 
tea  lessen  the  expense  in  any  manner  proportioned  to 
that  of  canals,  or  even  of  foreign  vessels,  for  which  the 
following  reasons  may  be  assigned  :  first,  the  coasting 
trade  is  chiefly  carried  on  in  vessels  which  take  their 
produce  from,  and  dehver  it  into,  small  ports ;  these 
vessels  are  therefore  generally  small,  and  are  navigated 
at  a  far  greater  expense  in  proportion  than  large  vet- 
teli;  secondly,  the  danger  of  coasting  voyages  is 
greater,  which  proportionably  increases  the  risk  and 
pnces  of  insurance  ;  thirdly,  the  delays  of  delivery,  ac- 
cident, 6lc.,  port  charges,  repairs,  and  other  expenses, 
are  accumulated  on  small  vessels.  Hence  goods  are 
frequently  brought  from  Europe  nearly  as  low  at  they 
can  bo  conveyed  by  sea  from  Baltimore  to  Philadel- 
phia— cities  which  by  land  are  not  more  than  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  each  other.  This  is  remarkably  the 
case  with  respect  to  coal,  which  is  brought  into  most 
of  our  maritime  cities  from  Liverpool,  and  sold  at 
cheap  as  it  can  be  brought  to  them  from  James  river, 
which  IB  not  one-sixth  of  the  distance. 

But  canals  obviate  all  these  inconveniences;  they 
avoid  the  risk  of  a  stormy  coasting  navigation,  and 
render  the  charge  of  insurance  little  or  nothing;  they 
reduce  the  number  of  hands  employed  in  conveyance, 
as  upon  the  canals  themselves  one  horse  saves  the 
labor  of  many  men  ;  and  where  river  navigation  it  con- 
nected with  them,  their  superior  safety  and  ease  re- 
quire in  no  degree  the  expense  of  coasting  vessels  ;  the 
navigation  is  also  never  impeded  by  winds  or  tides, 
but  vessels  pass  on  at  all  times  with  entire  certainty, 
except  from  frosts  alone;  and  the  arrival  of  produce  to 
a  market  may  be  calculated  on  with  a  great  degree  of 
exactness;  all  which  circumstances  far  overbalance  the 
tolls  which  are  paid  upon  them.  By  proceeding  through 
the  country,  also,  they  open  a  variety  of  markets,  both 
for  the  sale  of  their  produce,  and  to  obtain  some  other 
in  return.  A  vessel,  for  instance,  loaded  with  produce 
in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  would  have  the  advantage  of 
calling  at  Baltimore,  or  of  proceeding  directly  on 
through  Delaware  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  to 
New  Vork,  Albany,  or  Boston,  in  a  duect  course,  with 
a  choice  of  all  these  markets,  and  the  certainty  of  pro- 
viding, at  some  of  these,  articles  in  return ;  a  kind  of 
voyage  which  it  would  be  nearly  impottible  to  perform 
coastwise. 

Upon  a  survey  of  any  map  of  the  United  States,  it 
will  appear  that  the  distance  from  the  head  of  Chesa- 
peake bay,  round  by  sea,  to  Philadelphia,  is  nearly  five 
hundred  miles,  which  is  saved  by  a  canal  of  twenty- 
one  miles  ;  the  distance  again  from  Trenton,  on  the 
Delaware,  to  New  Vork,  or  Brunswick,  on  the  Kari- 
tan,  is  near  three  hundred  miles,  and  will  be  saved  by 
a  canal  of  twenty-seven  miles:  such  is  the  saving  in 
point  of  distance.  With  respect  to  time,  it  may  be 
reckoned  as  follows  : 
From  New  York  to  Brunswick  is  a  customary  passage 

of  one  tide 7  hours. 

From  Brunswick  to  Trenton,  by  a  canal, 

at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  is  7 

From  Trenton  to  Philadelphia,  is     -         -     10       " 

24       " 

This  voyage  is  performed  in  this  time  nearly  with 
certainty,  whereas  coastwise  it  requires  a  week,  and 
often  longer. 

The  passage  from  Philadelphia  to  the  mouth  of  the  in- 
tended canal,  near  Wilmington,  is         -     12  hours. 


From  thence  to  the  end  of  the  canal 
From  the  end  of  the  canal,  on  Elk  river, 
according  to  the  usual  time  of  the  packet 
boats,  to  Baltimore        .... 
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This  voyage  requires,  on  an  average,  from  a  week 
to  ten  days  by  sea;  indeed,  the  inconvenience  is  so 
great  that  it  is  rarely  attempted. 

Other  calculations  might  be  adduced  to  prove  still 
further  advantages;  for  instance,  from  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  from  Albany  to  New  York,  is  nearly 
an  equal  distance  of  about  180  miles,  and  the  passage 
from  either  is  made  to  New  York  in  about  36  hours; 
so  that,  adding  thern  to  the  distance  from  New  York 
to  Baltimore,  a  pa.^sage  would  be  made  of  358  miles, 
nearly  with  certainty,  in  about  90  hours. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  is  intended  to 
be  made  of  the  depth  of  seven  feet  six  inches,  which 
will  accommodate  all  the  vessels  usually  plying  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  is  such  as  all  vessels 
employed  in  the  whole  interior  navigation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  be  easily  conformed  to.  When  that 
canal  is  opened,  the  communication  will  be  complete 
from  Norfolk  or  the  Capes  of  V'irginia,  and  from  all  the 
towns  and  landings  on  the  Chesapeake,  and  \ls  numer- 
ous waters,  for  a  distance  of  near  four  hundred  miles, 
to  Trenton,  on  the  Delaware;  and  should  the  Jersey 
canal  be  opened,  this  distance  will  be  extended  250 
miles  further,  if  to  Albany,  and  nearly  300,  if  to  New- 
port «nd  Providence. 

It  is  easy,  however,  to  see,  by  examining  any  map 
of  the  United  States,  that  this  extent  may  be  carried 
much  further.  To  the  southward,  the  canal  through 
the  Dismal  Swamp,  now  in  execution,  will  open  the 
communication  to  the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and 
from  thence,  through  the  inlets,  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  To  the  northward  a  communication  is  now 
nearly  opened  from  Albany,  up  the  Mohawk  river,  to 
Lake  Ontario,  and  all  the  upper  lakes ;  if  a  similar  one 
be  made  from  the  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Champlain, 
it  will  extend  the  navigation  to  Quebec;  and  to  the 
eastward,  if  the  pass  from  Buzzard's  to  Boston  bay  be 
opened,  which  has  been  contemplated,  it  will,  in  like 
manner,  extend  it  to  Boston  and  all  the  coasts  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Thus,  with  opening  only  a  few  short  passes,  of  which 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  is  the  great  and 
preliminary  one,  a  communication  may  be  made  nearly 
free  from  all  the  dangers  of  the  ocean  along  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States. 

This  communication  will  derive  immense  advan- 
tages, and  in  turn  impart  them  to  the  local  situations 
through  which  it  passes  in  the  several  States  ;  its  gen- 
eral course,  particularly  from  the  Chesapeake  to  New 
York,  will  be  nearly  Northeast  and  Southwest,  by 
which  the  navigation  will  be  aided  by  the  most  prevail- 
ing winds,  especially  through  the  Spring  and  Sum- 
mer;  it  will  either  intersect  or  be  blended  with  all  the 
rivers  which  lead  into  the  interior  of  the  several  Slates  ; 
hence,  its  shores  will  form  an  immediate  dcposite  for 
all  their  produce;  it  will  also  visit  numberless  smaller 
streams  on  which  manufactories  are  or  may  be  estab- 
lished, supply  them  with  materials,  and  in  turn  carry 
from  them  their  produce. 

Such  are  the  advantages  of  this  communication,  at 
all  limes,  whether  in  peace  or  war;  but,  in  the  latter 
state,  which  the  country  has  already,  and  may  agam 
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^~4^rience,  th^-'se  advantages   are  increased  to  an  in- 
^culable  Je^er.    The  principal  advantage  vrhich  the 
l^itisb  derive^   in   the  Revolutionary  war,  arose  from 
rw  command  f  hey  possessed  of  the  sea  and  of  our  coast 
&te  their  navy';  this  advantage   may  be  again  obtained 
fhc  some  time|  and  forms  the  chief  means  by  which  an 
(ti^emy  can  injure  us,  as  it  requires  a  considerable  navy 
^guard  our  jeitensive  coast.     The  consequences  of 
Jtae  advantages  were,  first,  in  blocking  up  our  harbors 
Id  seizing  our  seaports,  the  trade  of  which  being  de- 
coyed, the  .<<ufrcrings  of  all  those  districts  which  de- 
'nded  on  thtjm  for  a  market  and  supply  of  foreign  ar- 
mies became^  very  great ;  secondly,  our  trade  abroad 
kiing   destroj^ed,  supplies,   though   oflen    obtained  in 
fkundance  at 'various  parts  of  our  extensive  seacoast, 
l«".  defiance  of) the  vigilance  of  an  enemy,  were  but  very 

tirtially  dispersed  through  the  country;  and,  thirdly, 
I  the  rapidit*'  with  which  a  naval  force  could  move 
y^tng  our  searoast,  their  armies  were  easily  conveyed 
m  one  poi.i  to  another,  to  attack  us  in  numerous 
ints  at  onc(^  to  make  incursions,  and  do  great  in- 
y  before  ou*'  armies  could  move  against  them  by  land 
th  the  neressary  baggage,  artillery,  and  stores. 
-^nce,  several  armies  became  necessary,  and,  even 
i^jth  these,  1I4.'  dilEculty  of  communication  rendered  it 

Ei  DO  means  tasy  to  form  an  adequate  defence  of  our 
jtensive  couJUry. 
^But  if  the  icommunication  in  question   be  formed, 
i  ir   defence  ^ecumcs    comparatively    easy.      In    the 
Murse  of  the /late   war,  even   in    Europe,  canals  were 
f^   immense  kdvantage  to  the  armies  who    possessed 
In  France,  Flanders,  and  Holland,  thoy  formed 
real  and  powerful  aid  ;  and  one  instance  in  Ireland 
11  show  thejadvantages  derived  from  them  here.     In 
Me  of  the  in^siuns  of  that  country,  when  the  French 
d  landed  lA  the  western  counties,  upon  the  intelli- 
Dce  reachiii;  Dublin,  an  army  of  10,000  men,  com- 
v^tely  equipped,  with  all  their  artillery  and  baggage, 
^inbarked  on  the  caiial,  and,  by  attaching  the  cavalry 
rses  to  the  t>oats,  the  whole  was  conveyed,  ready  for 
lion,  sixty  Jrailes   in   ten    hours — a  distance   which 
uld    otherwise    have    required   three   or   four   days. 
|kth  all  the  tjuadvantages  arising  from  the  fatigues  of 
i^  march.        i 
J  By  these  lueans,  if  an  army  were  stationed   in  the 
Ifcinity  of  eitjier  of  the  canals  in  Delaware  or  Jersey, 
th  of  whicW  are  central   to  the  Unitjed  Sutes,  they 
ight  be  conn-yed  from  the  Chesapeake  te  New  York, 
still  furthjr  eastward  or  southward,  with  as  much 
ipedition  as^an  enemy  could  sail  along  the  coast. 
k(Our   late  «ncellent    President  and    Commander-in- 
ief,  Generil  Washington,  was  known  often  to  have 
pressed  an«l  lamented   the   disadvantages  which  he 
'^stained  forjwant  of  such  a  communication,  especially 
jjm  the   Delaware  to  the  Chesapeake,  as  not  only  by 
I  the  gretei^  proportion  of  the  supplies  for  the  army 
,  all  times  v^ere  drawn  from  the  Chesapeake,  to  such 
1  extent  as  ^o  require  four  hundred  wagons  nearly  in 
nstant  em},loy,  but,  in  his  march  to  the  southward, 
e  baggage,  )itores,  and  heavy  artillery  were  conveyed 
water,  am^  upwards  of  one  hundred  river-craft  em- 
Jl«|oyed  for  tl:c  pur^jose,  from    Philadelphia   to   Chris- 
l^ina  bridge,  ^nd  again  on  the  Chesapeake.     Yet  such 
|[as  the  difficjilty  of  procuring  wagons  to  convey  them 
TOSS  the  isttimus  that  he  experienced  inconceivable 
•lay  in  goin|(  to  the  Southern  army  ;  and  if  the  ene- 
'Ty  hid  emlfarked    again   for   New   York   or   Jersey, 
hose  countries   must  have  been  completely  invested 
itffore  he  couid  have  returned  to  their  assistance. 

II 


Ai  a  mihtary  work,  a  canal  is  in  itaelf  of  that  na- 
ture that,  while  it  alfords  the  utmost  advantage  to  aa 
army  of  the  country,  it  can  be  of  no  use  to  an  invad- 
ing enemy,  being  a  deep  ditch  ;  especially  when  of 
the  size  intended  to  be  constructed  from  the  Cbeaa- 
peake  to  the  Delaware,  it  presents  a  strong  front 
against  attack,  capable  of  being  defended  by  batteries, 
and  passable  only  with  the  same  difficulties  as  rivers 
and  streams,  the  poeseasion  of  which  u  always  an  ob- 
ject of  consequence  in  defence.  If  an  enemy  be  likely 
to  gain  possession  of  it,  the  withdrawing  the  boat«, 
and  letting  off  the  water,  which  are  easily  to  be  accom- 
plished in  a  retreat,  would  render  it  useless  to  them ; 
whiJe  all  the  injury  they  could  do  it  could  be  easily 
repaired,  when  it  became  again  in  possession  of  the 
country.  This  fact  was  verified  in  the  attack  made  by 
the  British  army  upon  Ostend,  in  17U8,  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  one  of  the  finest  canals  in 
Flanders,  which  had  been  of  great  use  to  the  French 
army  in  defence  of  that  country;  but  though  they 
landed  and  succeeded  in  destroying  the  basin  and 
principal  works  at  the  entrance  of  the  canal,  yet,  hav- 
ing  no  boats  to  paaa  into  the  interior,  that  army  wai> 
soon  overcome,  and  the  canal  in  a  few  weeks  com- 
pletely restored  to  use. 

80  sensible  are  the  English  nation  of  the  immense 
benefit  of  canals  as  works  of  defence,  that,  in  addition 
to  the  numbers  they  now  possess,  they  have  devoted 
part  of  their  army  to  form  another,  expressly  as  a  pro- 
tection against  invasion.  This  canal  is  intended  to 
extend  from  London  to  the  coast  of  Kent,  near  Kom- 
ney,  by  which  means  troops  from  the  mptro{>oli8  and 
all  the  interior  of  the  country  may  be  immediately 
conveyed  to  that  part  of  the  coast  most  favorable  to 
the  landing  of  an  enemy,  while,  by  strengthening  the 
banks  of  the  canal  with  forts,  a  succession  of  posts 
would  be  kept  up  to  annoy  and  retard  the  march  of 
any  army  which  should  land,  and  to  secure  the  retreat 
of  their  own. 

In  this  view,  the  situation  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  canal  is  one  of  the  most  admirable  that  oc- 
curs in  the  United  States,  or  could  be  desired  in  any 
country.  It  is  placed  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
ocean.  The  river  Delaware  may  be  easily  made  de- 
fensible below  the  mouth  of  the  canal  by  batteries,  a 
small  navy,  and  other  means  which  have  already 
formed  an  admirable  defence  of  tliat  river.  The  Ches- 
apeake Bay  could  also  be  defended  by  a  naval  force  far 
less  than  would  be  adequate  to  protect  the  coast ;  but 
if  an  enemy  should  force  its  passage  up  either  bay,  or 
land  below,  and  march  to  possess  themselves  ot  the 
canal,  time  would  be  given  to  prepare  for  defence  ;  the 
facility  of  communication  in  the  interior  would  con- 
centrate the  forces  of  the  country,  and  the  position  of 
the  neighboring  grounds  would  enable  them  to  make 
a  bold  and  successful  stand. 

This  ftosition  is  indeed  at  once  so  strong  and  so 
central  that  it  is  highly  probable  that,  in  any  future 
attack  of  the  country,  it  would  be  selected  as  the  sU- 
tion  of  an  army  of  defence  for  the  Middle  Htates. 
Along  the  northwest  hne  of  the  canal  the  eminences 
of  Iron  hill  and  Cray's  hill  form  high,  bold,  insulated 
points,  capable  of  being  fortified  against  any  attack, 
commanding  the  whole  course  of  the  canal  within 
sight,  and  but  a  few  miles  distant  from  both  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Delaware  bays ;  while  in  their  rear  they 
have  the  interior  of  the  upper  part  of  Maryland,  Del- 
aware, and  Pennsylvania,  for  drawing  supplies,  and 
afibrdiug  one  of  the  strongest  countries  for  retreat. 
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The  distance  of  this  poaition  is  also  nearly  equal 
from  the  State  of  New  York  and  from  Virginia;  to 
either  of  which  an  army  could  \ye  conveyed  in  a  few 
boars,  by  the  means  already  pointed  out,  should  an 
attack  be  made  against  them. 

The  practicability  of  forming  canals  is  at  this  period 
no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  or  speculation.  In  Eu- 
rope, every  obstacle  of  nature  has  been  overcome  in 
order  to  accomplish  them  ;  where  mountains  or  hills 
interpose,  they  are  either  ascended  and  descended 
again  by  locks,  or  they  are  perforated,  and  the  canals 
carried  through  them,  oflen  for  many  miles;  valleys 
*rc  crossed  by  embankments  or  by  aqueducts  ;  streams 
and  rivers  by  bridges  of  masonry,  differing  from  com- 
mon ones  only  in  their  superior  strength  ;  morasses 
are  drained  or  filled  up;  and,  in  short,  the  execution 
of  the  numerous  works  which  have  been  made,  or  are 
now  making,  furnishes  at  once  proofs  and  models  of 
every  kind  of  work  which  can  occur  in  effecting  canal 
navigation  ;  so  that,  at  this  moment,  they  do  not  re- 
main an  object  of  invention,  but  simply  of  imitation 
and  perseverance. 

The  communication  over  the  isthmus  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  is  of  that  nature  to  have  invited 
the  attention  of  all  men  who  had  just  ideas  of  the  im- 
portant objects  of  canal  navigation,  from  the  earliest 
settlement  of  the  country.  No  sooner  had  the  genius 
of  the  Duke  of  Bridgewatcr  planned  his  great  im- 
provements in  England  than  the  spirit  and  enterprise 
of  the  country,  even  when  so  young  in  the  arts  and 
feeble  in  its  means,  was  excited  to  imitate  them.  So 
long  ago  as  the  years  176'J  and  1770,  a  committee  of 
the  Philosophical  Society,  consisting  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
,Mr.  Rittenbouse,  Mr.  Hollingsworth,  Mr.  Thomas  Gil- 
pin, and  several  others,  were  appointed  to  survey  this 
country,  and  they  ascertained,  in  the  fullest  manner, 
not  only  the  case,  but  the  practicability  of  a  canal. 
The  ability  of  the  country,  however,  was  at  that  period 
inadequate  to  undertake  it;  and,  the  war  occurring 
soon  after,  the  task  of  performing  it  was  reserved  for 
the  present  age,  with  the  immense  advantages  it  pos- 
sesses in  moans,  and  in  the  numerous  examples  fur- 
nished by  other  nations. 

The  operations  and  surveys  which  have  been  made 
by  the  company  now  formed,  within  the  last  three 
years,  will  appear  by  the  reports  they  have  published, 
(which  will  be  presented  herewith,)  and  will  furnish 
the  fullest  confirmation  of  those  formerly  made,  with  a 
variety  of  other  facts,  which  the  superior  knowledge 
and  ability  of  engineers  at  the  present  period  enable 
them  to  make. 

The  course  of  the  canal,  as  now  marked  out  and 
decided  upon,  from  Welch  Point,  on  Elk  river,  where 
▼essels  of  any  size  may  approach  it,  to  bold  navigable 
water  on  the  Christiana,  near  the  Delaware,  is  twenty- 
one  miles.  All  this  course  is  over  a  country  wholly 
unimpeded  by  hills,  rocks,  morasses,  or  any  material 
difficulty  whatever.  The  canal  is  intended  to  be  sup- 
plied by  water  from  Elk  river  and  White  Clay  creek, 
Uken  at  positions  on  each  of  them  sufficient  to  give 
the  necessary  elevation,  and  conducted  by  feeders,  or 
canals  of  supply,  to  the  main  canal  itself.  These  feed- 
ers are  constructed  on  a  smaller  scale  than  the  main 
canal,  but  are  also  made  sufficient  for  barge  naviga- 
tion, and  promise  to  aflbrd  a  considerable  augmenta- 
tion to  the  profits  of  the  work,  as  they  extend  north- 
ward nearly  to  the  Iwundaries  of  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware with  Pennsylvania,  countries  affording  stone, 
lime,  timber,  and  many  mineral  productions  in  jreat 


demand  in  the  Southern  States,  and  numerous  mill- 
seats,  which  may  be  converted  into  manufactories  by 
the  aid  the  canal  will  give  them. 

As  the  supply  of  the  canal  with  water  was  the  basis 
of  its  navigation,  when  completed,  and  afforded  great 
advantages  to  all  the  operations  of  the  work  itself,  by 
furnishing  water  carriage  for  removing  the  earth, 
stone,  and  other  necessary  materials,  the  company 
have  been  engaged,  thus  far,  in  completing  the  canal 
of  supply  from  Elk  river,  which  was  found  to  furnish 
sufficient  water  for  opening  the  canal,  and  for  naviga- 
tion uf)on  it.  The  ground  through  which  this  feeder 
has  been  constructed  presented  many  difficulties  not 
occurring  in  the  main  canal  itself,  as,  in  passing  up- 
wards to  the  course  of  the  feeder,  it  enters  a  hilly 
country  abounding  with  ridges  of  stone,  deep  valleys, 
and  many  other  objects  of  labor;  none,  however,  of 
more  difficulty  than  yielded  to  a  moderate  degree  of 
perseverance;  and  the  board  feel  a  great  degree  of  sat- 
isfaction that,  in  nearly  completing  it,  as  they  have 
done,  they  have  had  time  and  opportunity  to  form  and 
mature  a  system  for  their  operations,  to  gain  consider- 
able experience,  to  collect  a  body  of  excellent  work- 
men, and,  by  encountering  their  greatest  difficulties  in 
their  outset,  to  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  work  of 
the  main  canal  itself  with  superior  confidence  and  ad- 
vantage. The  course  of  the  feeder  which  has  already 
been  opened  is  about  five  miles,  which  is  completed, 
except  a  few  short  spaces,  and  the  construction  of  the 
necessary  bridges  and  other  masonry.  The  work  of  a 
few  months,  therefore,  will  render  this  part  of  the  un- 
dertaking complete,  and  confine  the  future  operations 
of  the  company  to  the  main  canal  itself. 

As  some  estimate  of  the  expense  of  this  undertaking 
may  be  required,  the  committee  have  only  to  mention 
that,  in  all  works,  whether  of  a  publi«  or  private  na- 
ture, and  even  in  those  of  the  most  simple  and  custo- 
mary construction,  difficulties  occur  in  forming  just 
estimates,  and  still  more  in  confining  the  expenditure 
to  them  when  made.  This  observation,  they  are  sen- 
sible, must  forcibly  apply  to  a  work  nearly  new  in  its 
kind  in  these  States,  and  of  a  nature  more  compli- 
cated than  usual;  but,  in  the  present  instance,  the 
board  possess  the  advantage  of  considerable  experi- 
ence, which  they  trust  they  can  apply,  with  some  con- 
fidence, to  an  estimate  of  their  future  work  ;  they, 
therefore,  with  as  much  certainty  as  can  be  expected 
in  an  undertaking  of  the  kind,  calculate  that  the  com- 
pletion of  the  main  canal  will  not  exceed  .$25,000  per 
mile,  or  $.^50,000  altogether. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  undertaking,  the  pri- 
vate subscriptions  amounted  to  near  $400,000,  of 
which  about  one-fourth  has  been  received  and  ex- 
pended in  purchases  of  the  water-rights  and  land,  and 
in  the  preparations  necessary  to  collect  and  accommo- 
date a  large  body  of  workmen,  and  to  supply  them 
with  tools  and  materials,  and  in  the  operations  of  the 
feeder.  From  the  subscriptions,  also,  some  deduction 
must  be  made  for  losses  by  bankruptcy,  deceased  per- 
sons, and  those  casualties  which  attend  the  collection 
of  money.  .\fter  ail  these  are  deducted,  there  re- 
mains a  large  sum  of  efficient  funds  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  the  work. 

The  chief  difficulty,  however,  which  the  board  hare 
experienced,  which  offers  itself  as  the  obstacle  to  their 
progress,  and  forms  the  basis  of  their  application  to 
Congress,  is  the  despondency  of  the  private  subscrib- 
ers, many  of  whom  arc  persons  of  small  or  moderate 
fortunes,' to  whom  the  amount  of  their  subscriptions  is 
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o  iconsiderabi'    conseqaence,  and  who,  therefore,  are 

a  ^ated  by  fe^irs,  and  feel  the  deprivation  of  capital 

a  i<l    interest,  hr  a  few  years,  until    the  canal  can  be 

.C  i|npleted,  mq^e  forcibly  than  the  just  and  reasonable 

i  1  .ipes  that,  wien  completed,  the  canal,  in  addition  to 

!  i  »- great  publ>(:  utility,  will  afford  a  large  private  emol- 

1  \|iient.  ; 

\  (The  calculations  which  have  been  formed  upon  this 
I  li<td  have  bec<i  founded  upon  the  knowledge  obtained 
•  IfcUhe  board  if  the  rast  trade  at  all  times  carried  on 
:  M'oss  the  peifinsuia,  even  under  the  great  inconveni- 
I  wice  of  carriajte  by  land,  a  just  appreciation  of  the  in- 
'r  tjtisc  of  thiai  trade,  and  the  numerous  advantages 
"  Ojlierwise  otreted  by  the  canal. 

't,  therefori^,  appears  essentially  necessary  to  the 
npletion  oOthis  work  that  the  patronage  and  sup- 
t  of  it  should  be  taken  up  by  the  public,  and  that 
hopes  of  ndividuals  should  rest  upon  something 
l»Arond  priva»i'  exertion.  In  the  present  moment,  it 
u7^y  be  consnjcred  as  one  of  those  children  of  the  pub- 
f  (|  which  is  gjruggling  for  existence,  and  demanding 

!At  aid  wbic^  may  confirm  its  strength  and  enable  it 
^advance   tc.  maturity.      If  deprived  of  this   support, 
'will  probabH^  perish,  and  not  only  become  an  object 
<ii  great  public  injury  and  regret,  in  itself,  but,  in  its 
ijample,  protjact  the  undertaking  of  all   great  works, 
load  them  S*ilh  despondency  if  begun.     The  aid  of 
Legislature  of  tbe  United  titatcs  would  completely 
ive  the   s{|krit   and   hopes  of  tbe  subscribers,  bring 
fci^th   their  e|ertion8,  and   give   to  the  company  that 
^.jnfidence  w^4ich  would  enable  them  to  draw  resources 
irVQi  their  ovin  means,  as  the  subscriptions  of  the  indi- 
r^luald  wouU    be    immediately   obtained    whenever  a 
i^aU  degree  |)f  public  protection  and  support  is  given 

>Of  the  advantage  of  thi«  protection  and  support, 
hijiory  c'  the  political  economy  of  ail  countries 
nishes  th4  most  ample  proof.  Every  nation  has 
and  it  ner^essary,  in  its  first  attempts  to  establish 
I  <ianufacture«ii,  roads,  canals,  and  even  commerce  itself, 
L£iether  foreJ^n  or  internal,  absolutely  to  begin  them 
Vi  the  public'  expense,  or  to  cherish  the  ctTorts  which 
'e  enlerpris'i  and  public  spirit  of  individuals  prompt 
em  to  ma>e.  The  Slates  of  Holland  and  of  the 
ow  Countr^s  first  made,  and  have  ever  since  sup- 
irted,  thcir^canals  with  the  public  money.  Henry 
'  constructed  the  canal  of  Briare,  and  several  others, 
the  same  means.  I.ous  XIV  not  only  introduced 
e  manufac|ure»  ot  France  by  his  own  institutions, 
_  It  paid  th«| expense  of  the  canal  of  Languedoc,  and 
j.^terwards  3ive  it  to  Mr.  Kiquet,  the  engineer,  for- 
x.iver:  and  t|e  whole  history  of  the  English  nation, 
te  nd  of  every 'Jsession  of  its  Parliament,  is  replete  with 
1  i)nation8  an^'l  acts  for  granting  the  public  aid  and  pro- 
fc  ctiun  to  eviry  work  which  is  calculated  to  promote 
jC  je  general  i|/stem  of  political  economy  ;  from  whence 
lhm  arisen  th\t  enterprise  in  individuals  which  attempts 
Bwery  improvement,  from  the  confidence  created  by  so 
jiany  succetfiful  examples,  and  by  the  certainty  that 
lie  Governr^ent  will,  in  some  way,  lend  its  support 
)here  private  niean.s  are  not  sufficient. 

[The  ChesaJHake  and  Delaware  canal,  though  so  admi- 

»ble  in  its  V&tural  situation,  and  of  such   immense 

iportauce,  has  some  difficulties  of  a  political  nature  to 

^icounter,  «|hich  pirticularly  places  it  under  the  pro- 

iriction  of  CifOgress.     It  passes  through  the  extremities 

^  ^f  two  Siatt*,  viz:   Delaware  and  Maryland,  and  near 

4  ^r^  '^*^  "f  another,  (Pennsylvania,)  without  being  so 

i  J^entral  to  ei|her  as  to  command  the  general  interests 


I 


of  either  GoTernment,  especially  *m  both  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  have  so  many  objects  of  a  similar  kind 
in  the  interior  of  their  own  States;  and  Delaware  is 
possessed  of  means  too  limited  to  give  the  necesaary 
encouragement.  Hence,  though  the  advantages  to  all 
those  States  are  undoubtedly  great,  its  importance  as 
a  national  work,  and  as  an  undertaking  which  one 
State  relies  on  the  other  to  attempt,  prevents  its  re- 
ceiving the  full  support  of  either,  and  compels  it  to 
look  to  Congress  for  aid  and  protection  as  a  national 
work. 

Of  what  nature  or  in  what  way  it  may  appear  expedi- 
ent  for  the  Federal  Legislature  to  grant  iu  aid  to  thia 
undertaking,  it  is  by  no  means  proper,  or  within  the 
province  or  abilities  of  the  committee  to  point  out  ; 
whether  in  subscribing  to  a  number  of  shares,  or  in  a 
specific  grant,  such  as  has  been  given  to  harbors, 
roads,  light-houses,  and  works  of  a  similar  nature,  or 
in  any  other  manner,  must  be  left  wholly  to  the  supe- 
rior knowledge  and  discretion  of  the  Legislature.  All 
that  the  committee  wish  to  impress  on  the  members  to 
whom  they  respectfully  offer  these  olmerrations  is,  the 
immense  im{>ortance  of  the  undertaking  itself;  the 
necessity  of  public  support  to  insure  its  progresti  or 
save  it  from  ruin  ;  and  the  certainty  that  even  a  lery 
moderate  aid  will  increase  its  private  support,  and  in- 
sure the  execution  of  a  work,  great,  indeed,  in  its  own 
importance,  but  still  greater  as  the  basis  and  example 
of  all  others  which  the  improvement  of  our  country 
may  require,  or  the  genius  and  enterprise  of  its  citi- 
zens undertake  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  Union, 
detached  from  the  objects  of  particular  States,  of  which 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  will  always  form  the  best 
judgment  and  discrimination. 

KENSEV  JOH.NS, 

JOSHUA  GILPIN. 

ROBT.  H.  GOLDSBOROL'GH. 
Dkcembkr  1,  1H05. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mohrow.  the  memorial  ol" 
the  Prt'sident  and  Directors  of  tlie  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  presented  the 
28th  of  January,  1806,  with  the  observations  ac- 
compaiiyinn:  ilie  same,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Senate  thereupon,  of  the  21si  of  March, 
1800,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 


Wed.nbsuay,  February  7. 

Mr.  BARBOCR.frora  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
ported It  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  Horatio 
Aldin  &  Co.,  and  others,  citizen.s  of  Connecticut, 
praying  compensation  for  a  number  of  vessels 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  in  Connecticut  river. on 
the  8th  of  April.  1814,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  (he  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Comraitlee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for 
the  relief  of  VVilliatn  Morrissell,"  reported  it  witb 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMci.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
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was  referred  (be  petition  of  Richard  Mitchell, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read,  together  with  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell;  and  the 
bill  waii  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  readinc. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  Abner 
Landrum.  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  stone 
ware  to  a  considerable  extent,  praying  the  protec- 
tion of  Congress  in  regulating  the  tariff  of  duties, 
as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  and  National  Currency, 
submitted  the  following  motion  for  consideraiiori : 

Retolred,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  ascertain,  and  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  statement  exhibiting  the 
actual  condition  of  the  several  incorporated  banks 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1816,  specifying  the  actual  and  authorized 
amount  of  their  capital  stock,  the  amount  of  specie, 
and  the  amount  of  the  bills  or  notes  of  other  banks  in 
their  vaults;  the  amount  of  debts  due  to,  and  of  notes 
or  bills  in  circulation  of  each  bank. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah  Goelet. 
widow  of  James  F.  Goelet,  deceased,  formerly 
Sailingmaster  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
praying  that  the  pension  allowed  her  late  hus- 
band may  be  extended  to  her,  during  her  life,  for 
reasons  stated  m  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Sanfohd  presented  the  petition  of  Hunt- 
ing Miller,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  East  Hamp- 
ton, in  the  State  of  New  Vork,  prJl7in2  the  eslab- 
raent  of  a  post  office  in  that  place,  for  reasons 
staled  ill  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  petiiiau  of  John 
Duckworth,  jr..  and  others. 

Mr,  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  authorizing 
a  subscription  for  the  printing  of  a  second  edition 
of  the  public  documents;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  paNsed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act.  entitled  'An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported 
salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exporle), 
and  allowances  toceriain  vessels  employed  in  the 
Gsheries,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed— 
yea^  22,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

^'«*"— Wewrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell,   Chace,   Condit,    Daggett,    Fromentin,   Gaillard, 
Hunter,   King,  .Mason  of   New  Hampshire,  Morrow 
Roberts,  Rugglcs,  Sanford.  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor.  Wells, 
and  Wilaon. 

Nats— Messrs,  Goldsboroagh,  Macon,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Naval  Committee,  on  the  petition  of 
James  P.  Watson:  Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time 
to  grant  (be  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  he 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  concerning  certain  court*  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  was  read  ' 
the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  I 


of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  opening  and  working 
copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  taken  up 
as  in  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  taken  up  as  in  Coraraiitee  of  the 
Whole;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  bill  to  authorize  tiie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury    to   subscribe  in   behalf  of  the  United 

States  for shares,  in  the  capital  slock  of  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  taken  up  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole;  and  the  further  consideration 
postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  pro- 
viding for  ihe  Library  of  Congress,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee.  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  lake 
the  Chair,  and  tlie  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Vahndm 
reported  the  bill  accordingly  ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeniaiives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  emiUed 
"An  act  concerning  the  convention  to  regulate 
the  commerce  between  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,"  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  araend- 
ineots  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned  ;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  they 
were  referred  to  the  Comraitlee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORouGH  sLibmitled  the  following 
motion  for  consideration: 

Ruolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  in- 
structed to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of  all  the  cor- 
respondence he  may  have  had  with  the  prize  agent, 
the  navy  agent  at  New  York,  and  other  persons,  rela- 
tive to  the  ship  Cyane,  captured  by  the  United  States 
frigate  Constitution  ;  and  that  he  furnish  copies  of 
certificates  of  the  valuation  of  the  different  prizes 
brought  into  the  United  States,  by  the  strips  of  war, 
and  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  ;  with 
a  statement  of  their  actual  force  when  captured. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  F"uDd,  stating  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report  of  the  6th 
of  Febru.iry,  1815.  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
compltted.  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo  this  Board,  dated 
the  6!h  Jay  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the 
statements  therein  referred  to,  which  are  here- 
with transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a 
part  of  this  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Walter 
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\es  ir  an^  others  inhabitants  of  the  District  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  committee  to 
^^Cdlurabial  pravmg  the  passage  of  a  law  re-  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Tilion, 
^in^r  to  Slavics  held  by  persons  residing  therein;  1  late  Physician  and  Surgeon  General  ol  the  Army 
Tl  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select !  of  tiie  United  Slates,  were  discharged  from  the 
Inmittee  ;  ^nd  Messrs.  Lacock.  Barbour,  and  i  further  consideration  thereof,  and  it  was  relerred 
(^{LDSBOROifGH  werc  appointed  the  committee,  i  to  the  Secretary  lor  the  Departmani  ut  War,  to 
I  Mr  ChacmJ  called  up  the  petition  of  Henry  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
*'i  "shbron  an*  James  Chittenden,  of  the  Michigan  j  Tt^e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ot  the 
iitTnlorv  plesented  the  12ih  of  January.  1812.  j  Whole,  the  consideration  ol  the  bill  entitled  -'An 
CI  avin^  coajnensation  for  property  taken  and  de-  '  act  to  authorize  the  payment  tor  property  lost, 
*-.!  oyed  by  ijie  Indians  and  British,  as  stated  in  i  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
"^  i  e  oetiiion  ■  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  \  military  service  of  the  United  States.'  together 
^   ^^  <     '•  ■  .IT  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 

committee,  and  Mr.  Varnum  by  reque-t  took  the 
Chair;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  were  referred  the  amendments 


i)ramiitee  \a  Military  Affairs. 


Thursday,  February  8. 


[The  PREiioENT  communicated  a  letter  from 

le  Commi?sioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund, 
nsraittinit  their  annual  statement  respecting 

e  operaiioli  of  their  trust;  showing  the  amount    .->.^^-,^.^  --^ 

the   fund  ibe  number  of  the  pensioners,  and    of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  enti 
e  amountT)f  disbursements;  which  were  read,  '  lied  "An  act  concerning  the  convention  to  regu- 
,d  referreti  to  the  Committee  on  iNaval  Affairs.  '  lale   the   commerce    between    the   territories   ot 
The  bill  tLr  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell   was  I  the  United  States,  and  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
ad  the  se<]bnd  time.  together   with   the    bill,    reported   them   without 

The   bill*  authorizing   a   subscription   for  the    amendment ;  and.  on  motion   by  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
inline  of  ia  second  edition  of  the  public  docu-    consideration  thereol  was  postponed  to.  and  made 
ents    wasiread  the  second  lime,  and  considered     the  order  ot  the  day  lor,  to-morrow, 
in  Comriiitee  of  the  Whole;  and  ordered  to        Mr.  Ca.mpbell.  Irom  ihe  Committee  on  Finance 
en^rrossel  and  read  a  third  time.  ,  and  an   Uniform  Naiiona    Currency,  to    whom 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
lotion  malle  the  7th  instant,  for  directing  the  |  the  duties  on  certain  articles  manufactured  within 
ecreiary  ^  the  Navy  to  lay  before  the  Senate  '  ihe  United  States,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
riain  infr.rmation  relative   to  the  ship  Cyane,  \  ment 


|nd  other  j^izes  brought  into  the  United  States, 
id  taken  jinto  iiie  service  thereof,  and  agreed 
.Jaereto.       | 

'^  The  billjfurther  providing  for  the  Library  ol 
Congress,  ijaving  been  reported  by  the  committee 


Mr.  Ca.mpbeul,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enutled  'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Redman  Coxe,"'  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 


'  iJorrectlv  ejcrrossed,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  i  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  lurther  sup 
ftie  blank  tiled  with  "  one  thousand."  plementary  to  an  act,  entitled  -An  act  providing 

*   liesolvedi  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title    for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  ol 
^ihereof  be     An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  !  public  lands,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory:'    and 
If  certain  jaccounts  against  the  Library  of  Con-  |  the  bill  wa.s  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 


fress, 

rar 

Tl 


'^iranan.  J 
J  The  bill^ 
S^d  States 


andKor  establishing  the  salary  of  the  Li-  i  in^. 

The  S« 


'concerning  certain  courts  of  the  Uni 


.jin  the  State  of  New  York,  was  read  a 
ihird  time.lind  passed. 
Resolved  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
>'"An  act  concerning  certain 


iihereof  bQ.^ 
I  t  he  United? 


enate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

motion  made  the  7ih  instant,  for  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  statement,  exhibiting  the  actual  con- 

diiion  of  the  several  incorporated   banks  within 

,g  certain  courts  of  1  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  tirst  day  of  Jan- 
tedf  States,  in  the  State  of  New  York.        '  uary,  181G,  and  agreed  thereto. 
\     On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sa.nford,  the  Committee  '      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

fl>Q  Naval  ^Lffairs   were  instructed  to  inquire  into     Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  lo  reward 
[he  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for   the  ap-    the  oflScers  and  crew   of  the  late  United  States 
>|)ointmeniLf  one  or  more  Judge  Advocates  in  the  |  brig  Argus  ;  and  on  motion,  by  .Mr.  Daggett,  the 
i  Navy.        r  I  coniideraiion  thereof  was  further  postponed,  until 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  committee  to  ;  to-morrow. 

horn  wa     referred    that  part  of  the  Message  of  i      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

e  Presid  -nt  of  the  United  States  which  relates    Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled     An 

foFinanc  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,    act,  for  the  relief  of  William  .Morn-sett,"  together 
were  instrlicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  |  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  sc- 

■*-ontining  jthe   payment   of  all   taxe.>,  and   other    lect  committee,  and  the  amendment  having  been 


\  moneys  die  the  United  Stales,  lo  specie  Treasury 
notes,  andlthe  notes  of  such  banks  as  are  in  ihe 
[practice  c|' redeeming  their  notes  with  specie. 


1 


agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question  "  Shall 
the  amendments  be  ecgrossed,  and  ibe  bill  read  a 
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third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 


Friday,  February,  9. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  reward  i 
the  oflicer-s  and  crew  of  the  late  United  Slates' 
brig  Argus;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  thai 
the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  14,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Mcwrs.  Bibb,  Gaillard,  King,  Lacock,  Macon, 
Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Ruggles, 
Talbot,  Tail,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Varnum, 
Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Fromentin,  Goldsborough,  Harper,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Mason  of  Virginia,  fSanford,  and  'I'ichenor. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act^concerning  the  conven- 
tion to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
.Majesty." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  that  the  further-con- 
sideration thereof,  together  with  the  bill,  be  post- 
poned until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  17.  nays  18,  as 
follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Sanford, 
Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  Turner. 

Nais — .Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit, 
Dana,  Harper,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Tail,  Taylor,  Varnum, 
Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


•Monday,  February  12. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  petition  of  Alfred 
M.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  other  heirs  of  his  deceased  father.  Landon 
Carter,  praying  payment  for  an  unliquidated  loan 
office  certiticate.  for  five  hundred  dollars,  as  staled 
la  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  Na- 
tional Currency. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Jones  and  others,  who  were  attached  to  the  Uni- 
ted States'  brig  Jefferson,  on  Lake  Ontario,  in  the 
late  war,  and  embarked  on  board  the  schooner 
Surprise,  for  Baltimore,  to  join  the  United  States 
ship  Erie,  and  were  <  ast  away  on  their  passage, 
and  lost  all  their  clothing  and  other  effects,  and 
praying  cotnpen>aiion  lor  tiie  same,  as  stated  m 
the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  tlie  petition  of 
Joseph  Henry  and  others,  who  were  attached  to 
ihe  flotilla,  in  the  Patuxent.  under  the  comatanu 
I4ili  Con.  1st  Sess. — 5 


of  Commodore  Barney,  in  the  !ate  war,  daring 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy,  praying  compensation 
for  their  clothing,  which  was  destroyed  by  blow- 
ing up  the  said  flotilla,  as  slated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  .Mr.  Campbell,  the  Commiiiee 
on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  Waller 
Willis,  and  others,  of  New  York,  and  ttie  memo- 
rial of  George  Roberts  and  others,  of  the  city  and 
county  ol  Philadelphia,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirsof  George  Nebinger, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  and  it  was  referred  to  tlie  committee 
appointed  on  so  much  of  the  .Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stales  as  relates  to  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  memorial  of 
James  Kemp,  President  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Baltimore,  praying  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  be  authorized  by  law  to  remit 
the  duties  on  the  importation  of  certain  stereo- 
type plates,  as  stated  in  the  memorial  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  .National  Currency. 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
tilled  "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  was  read  the  second  lime. 

CO.M.MERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  liie  House  of  Repr  sentatives.  to 
ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  conven- 
tion to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  agree  to  the  first 
amendment,  to  wit :  line  one,  strike  out  the  words, 
"and  declared,"  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  15,  nays  19,  as  follows  : 

Vkas — .Messrs.  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit,  Dana,  La- 
cock, Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Ruggles,  Tait,  Taylor,  Varnum,  Williams,  and 
Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Dag- 
gett, Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Harper,  Hor- 
sey, Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  and 
Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  agree  to  the  other 
amendment,  to  wit;  line  2,  after  the  word  "as- 
sembled." strike  out  the  residue  of  the  bill,  and 
in  lieu  thereof,  insert  as  follows  : 

"  That  the  same  duties  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
imposed  on  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture, of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe, 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  British  vessels,  as 
arc,  or  shall  \>€  imposed  on  the  importation  of  the  like 
articles  in  American  vessels. 

Sec.  2.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  same 
tonnage,  and  other  duties  and  charges,  are  hereby  irj- 
nOBcd  on  British  vesicls  in  any  of  the  porta  of  the 
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LkiSted  St«te«,;a8  are,  or  may  be  payable  in  the  same  Resolved,  Th»t  it  would  be  inexpedjont  to  f^rant  the 
^||«,  by  vessils  of  the  United  Sutes.  except  such  prayerof  the  petitioner,  and  that  she  havcleave  to  with- 
P»Aish  TCMelsjas  shall  come  from  the  West  Indies  or  |  draw  her  petition. 

llt^  dominion^;  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  North  j  Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
■iXierics.         '  \  fairs,  to  whom  was  recommitied  the  bill,  entitled 

:  J^sc-  3.  Anti  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  same  j  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise,"  with 
^i^nty  shall  bf  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  any  arti- j  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
tir^  the  growt^.  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  j  making  some  general  proviyions  by  law  for  simi- 
^/iitea,  to  His;Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Eu-  ,  |gr  cases,  reported  it  without  amendment,  toge- 
A^,  when  si-ch  exportation  shall  be  in  British  ve*-  j  {^er  with  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
Mfx  as  are,  or  <nay  be  allowed  when  such  exportation     jpaJ  • 

ijxjr  may  be  ija  vessels  of  the  United  States.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  aov 

r  l^tc.  4.  An4  be  it  further  enacted,  Thit  in  all  cases  j  ^al  provisions  on  the  Nubject. 

>^>re  drawbajks  are.  or  may  be  allowed  on  the  re-  |  &  j^^  Campbkll  bid  before  the  Senate  the  res- 
^,portation  o.  any  goods,  the  growth   produce,  or  man-  ^^^  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 

ruftctures  of  tie  terntones  of  His   Britannic   Majesty,  f,  i„      .        .„„„.«  i   k., 

i!f"    .i.._.u„i.    .u-n    u.    -n 1   u    ,L    nessee.  rejecting    the   amendments   proposed  by 

the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  C.  also  communicated  the  instructions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
their  Senators  in  Congress,  to  lay  before  the  Gen- 
eral Governmeot  the  expediency  of  delaying  the 
collection  of  the  direct  tax,  either  in  whole  or  in 


vt|^  same  drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  such  re 
^tjojortation,  where  the  original  importation  of  the  same 
\t^j  have  bern  in  British  vessels,  as  are,  or  may 
^l^  allowed  on  such  re-exportation,  where  the  original 
iiKiportation  i^ay  have  been  in  vessels  of  the  United 
-ifjites.  t 

)  .Sic.  5.  AnU  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of 
*(^-h  and  cvew  act  of  Congress  as  is  inconsistent  with 
'\^  provisions  of  this  act  be,  and  the  same   is  hereby, 

'^j;rj>ealed.        *  part ;  also,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  effect  the 

%  '  Sic.  6.    Aiid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act    passage  of  a  law  exonerating  part  of  the  citizens 
<i»II  take  eff^t  from  and  after  the  22d  day  of  Decem-    q(  \Vhite  county  trom  the  payment  of  any  more 
i^^,  1815,  an^   continue   in  force  until  the  .id  day  of 
;  Jaiy,  1819,  ai^d  no  longer." 

;'.  {'It  was  dtjtermined  in   the  negative — yeas  11, 
eiays  23,  as  ijjllows  : 

i  ;   y«AS — Messrs.  Bibb,    Campbell,   Condit,    Lacock, 
:r  ^€*con,  Masofe  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles, 

•  ij^rnum,  ani|  WiUon.  ^..^ , , , 

;. 'JNats — M.ssrs.    Barbour,    Barry,    Brown,    Chace,    f^^r  i|,e  printing  of  a  second  edition  of  the  public 

•  i^Kgeit,  Da^,   Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Uoldsborough,  |  Jocumenls.  wns  read  a  third   time,  and  pas*ed 


direct  tax,  until  they  are  placed  on  an  equality 
with  the  other  citizens  of  the  State  ;  which  were 
read. 

The  bill,  enitilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Morrissett,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as 
amtnded,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  a  subscription 


karper,    Ho.*»ey,    Howell,    Hunter,    King,  Mason  of  i 
^  jWew    Hampihire,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
;•  B^chenor,  Turner,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

\l  V.  So  i;  wa.»^  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  disagree 
■j  ij  the  amertdments  of  the  House  of  Represenia- 
i'^  ntives  to  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

i  ^^  I  TcE3DAV,  February  13. 

.-  tj  The  PnEJiiDENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
I  ^Secretary  c«f  the  Treasury,  made  in  oSedience  to 
\  ^le  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represeniaiives, 
•  lif  ihe  23d  ijf  February,  1815,  on  the  subject  of  a 
r  ceneral  tariyff  of  duties,  proper  to  be  imposed  on 
;t  Anported  £>joods.  wares,  and  merchandise;  and 
;^  '  aie  report  was  read,  and  two  hundred  additional 
;?  4opies  therJol  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
■    Itjie  Senaiej 

i  |T  Mr.  Tai|,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
'  liiirs,  to  w!|om  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
'  iJ  bill  for  t^e  relief  ul  Lieuienant  Colont-l  Wil- 
•  i^ara  Lawrence,  or  the  Array  of  the  United  Slates, 
'.  |»Qd  of  ihi  oflBcers,  non-coramis>ioned  officers, 
,»nd  privai-s,  composing  the  garrison  of  Fort 
,  Jv^'^y^'")  inabe  Summer  of  the  year  1814  ;  and  the 
■  tf\\\  was  re^d,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
'  W  ^^-  TAijr,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
1  jf^''^'  lo  wljom  was  referrell  the  petition  of  Sarah 
I  rDoelet,  tej^rted  the  following  resolution,  which 
\  I  f^as  r^ad :  i 


The  Presioent  communicated  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  instructing 
their  Senators  in  Congress,  and  requesting  their 
Representatives  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  "providing  for  the  organi- 
zation, arming,  aod  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
for  governing  sucii  part  of  them  as  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
also  providing  more  effectually  for  calling  them 
forth  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  State-*, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  so  much  of  the  .Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  the  miliiia. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  a 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  ol  the 
United  Slates,  that  the  Senators  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years:  and  Mr. 
Varndm  was  requested  to  lake  the  Chair.  And, 
after  debate,  on  motion  by  xMr.  Lacock.  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Barroi'r,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on 
State  and  Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty 
lands,  reported  a  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed   to  the 
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officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Con- 
tinental Establishment.  And  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  ihe  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  same  committee,  far- 
ther made  report,  together  with  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  That  provision  should  be  made  by  law 
for  satisfying  the  claims  for  land  bounty  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  said  State,  on  her  own  establish- 
ment. 

And  the  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed  to. 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  BARBODR.frora  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  relative  to  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  the  militia,  who  died  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  made  a  report  ; 
which  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  jjas-^^ed 
a  resolution  to  indemnify  the  sureties  of  Commo- 
dore John  Rodgers,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while 
ID  the  military  service  of  the  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  proposed  to 
insert  in  the  bill  the  following  amendment 


Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Kenner  and 
Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  is  unreasonable,  and  ought  not 
to  be  granted,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  representatives  of  Ignace  Delino,  made  a 
report,  together  with  the  following  resolutions; 
which  were  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Ignace  Dehno  is  rea- 
sonable, and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Resolved,  That  provision  should  be  made  for  ascer- 
taining, with  precision,  the  amount  of  losses  sustained 
by  the  taid  Ignace  Delino. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Catharine  Robertson,  made  a  report,  together 
with  the  following  resolution  ;   which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Catharine  Robertson 
be  rejected. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  of  the  officers,  non-coramissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates,  composing  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  Summer  of  the  year  1814,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


"Thatthe  President  oftheUnUed  States  be  and  he  IS  I  ^^PO't  of  the  Corum.ttee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
hereby  authorized  to  appoint  so  many  commissioners  wt^om  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  Goe- 
as  he  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  purposes  hereinaf- 


ter mentioned,  who  shall  be  respectively  sworn  faith- 
fully to  perform  their  trusts.  W\  testimony  to  be  ad- 
mitted in  support  of  nny  claim  against  the  United 
States,  within  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  taken 
on  oath  before  some  one  of  such  comniis-sioners.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  carefully 
to  examine  all  witnesses  produced  before  them,  on 
•uch  interrogatories,  and  according  to  such  instruc- 
tions as  shall  b«  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  touching  the  following  claims,  to  wit:" 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  this 
amendment,  in  which  Messrs.  Barbouh  and  Tal- 
bot opposed,  and  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, supported  the  motion.  Before  the  question 
was  taken,  the  subject  was  laid,  for  the  present, 
OQ  th«  table,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  Executive  business. 


Wednesday,  February  14. 

The  resolution  to  indemnify  the  sureties  of 
Commodore  John  Rodgers  was  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Renner  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  praying 
compensation  for  los.ses  sustained  by  the  depre- 
dation of  the  enemy,  during  their  barbarous  ir- 
ruption into  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  a 
report,  together  witb  the  following  resolution 
which  was  read  : 


let:  Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  she 
have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise,"  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king some  general  provisions  by  law,  for  similar 
cases:   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any 
general  provisions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Campbell  communicated  the  instructioas 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to 
their  Senators  in  Congress,  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavors to  have  provision  made  for  the  payment 
of  arms  impressed  and  lost,  or  destroyed,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates  ;  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
concerning  the  convention  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce between  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty."  They  ask  a 
conference  upon  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  have  appointed  man- 
agers oD  their  part. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  direct  lax  upon  the  United 
States,  £f nd  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year 
1816;  and  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying 
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Government, and  maintaining  the 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
ed  States  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
Cling  the  same;"  and  also  the  act,  entitled 
'act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defray- 
khe  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain-  | 
ihe  public<credii,  by  layincr  a  direct  tax  upon 
District  ofjColumbia ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
linff  appro  irialions  for  ordnance  and  ordnance 


,iils,forVhe  fear  1816;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

r-;;T|irdm2  ih-    officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of 

wii  Hornet.  :br  the  capture  and  destruction  of 

(hl.  British  sltfoD  of  war  Penguin  ;"  a  ••  resolution  . 

^i  ,e     ng  th ^President  to  prWnt  medals  to  Cap-    E.  K.  Dupont,  and  others,  manufacturer,  of  j 

?Jj   s!ewart/and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Con-  I  powder,  praymg  an   increase  of  duty  on  fo^r 

^iJi|,tion  ; " 

.'4 


dj|t  to  presei^t  medals  to  Captam  James  Biddle, 
iri    the  officers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet ;"  in 


^s  ot  the  sloop 

ifiiich  bills  ar(d  resolutions  they  request  the  con- 
(Tt^  ence  of  ihte  Senate. 


» 


ijrisi 


March  3d.  1807;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill   or   otherwi>e;  and  Messrs.  Barry, 
Morrow,  and  Brown,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino, 
Ordered.  That   the  Secretary  of  the    Senate 
procure  for  their  use  four  copies  of  Brice's  Selec- 
tion  of  the    Commercial    Laws    of  the   United 
States;  also  four  copies  of  Graydon's  Digest  of 
the    Laws  of  the  United    Stales;  and  also  four 
copies  of  Pitkin's  Statistical  View  of  the  Com- 
mirce  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH   presented  the  pelilioa  of 
present  medals  to  L;ap-  1  c.  K.  Dupont,  and  others,  manufacturers  of  gun- 
icers  of  the  frigate  Con-  I  powder,  praying  an   increase  of  duty  on  foreign 
alVo  a  -resolution  requesting  the  Pres-    gunpowder,  and  also  to  exempt  it  from  the  bene- 
^-  ^      .     =     ^...       fit  of  a  drawback  of  dunes  on  Its  re-exportation, 

as  slated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  presented    the   petition   of  Israel 
^if  BRIfriSH  DEPREDATIONS.  !  Crane,  and  others,  manufacturers  of  cotton,   ia 

!H(r.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  I  West  Bloomfield,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
Arlirs,  towjom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  praying  the  protection  of  Congress,  for  reasons 
fiiholas  Boipvm,  of  John  de  Lassize.  and  of  Mated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
U  lonv.lle  4;  Villiers  and  others,  praying  com-  |  ferred  lo  the  committee  last  'n^""""'^^; 
L  «ation  forlosses  sustained  by  the  depredations  |  The  three  bills  and  two  resolutions  brought  up 
Lj'  he  enemy  in  thr  late  war.  made  an  adverse  1  yesterday  for  concurrence,  were  read,  and  passed 
L ;  Kt  thereon;  which  was  read,  and  is  as  fol-  |  lo  the  second  reading. 
I  '     .  ^  1      On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

iT^"         ,    ,  .u  I     f.w  ..      ;      /?e«o/ce(i.  That  the  Senate  jn*i»r  on  their  djs- 

i    ;'  hat  no  doubt  exists  on  the  minds  of  the  committee,  amendments  of  the  Hou.e  of 

tC  0  the  truth  .of  the  facU  disclosed  in  the  petitions;     a9't:«;'»t:"i     "  '  „niiilp-t    "An  art  rnn. 

J*.  Wcs  coml,lamed  of.  re.ultin^  from  a  barbarous  Representatives  to  he  bill,  ^"^'  'f  ,,^"  ^,^' '^'^^: 
W.  fare  carne.  on  by  the  ferocious  .nhahitants  of  the  i  cerning  the  convention  to  regu  ate  the  commerce 
Jf  Is.  as  v^ell  Is  by  the  regular  forces  of  His  Br.tan-  between  the  territories  of  the  United  Stales  and 
pVMajf«'v,hnve  been  most  severe  on  the  unfortunate,  His  Britannic  Majesty,"  and  agree  lo  the  con- 
tioners!     Whether  it  becomes  the  magnanimity  of  |  ference  propo^^ed  thereon. 

Ifovernmenr^  whose  only  object  should  be  the  pro- j  Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Kl.NO,  Barbour,  and 
[ion  and  pirospcrity  of  all  its  citizens  to  dispense  Bibb,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
^f  in  cases  |ike  these,  and  thereby  to  cause  the  war  t       The  resolution    to    indemnify    the    sureties  of 

Commodore  Rodgers,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed— yeas  22,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Cbice, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  (Jold«borouKh,  Harper, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Tichenor, 
Turner,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Mtssrs.  King,  Macon,  Morrow,  Thompson, 
and  Varnum. 

.Mr.  Dag(3Ett.  from   the  committee  lo  whom 
was  recommitted    the  hill,  entitled  '"An  act   for 
iil|j  to  what  js  believed  to  be  the  settled  purpose  of  j  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Ro^ers.jun..  of  VVaterford, 
C^ingrcss,  haie  agreed  to  the  following  resolution:        '  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,"  reported  it  without 
.;  [fKesoli^d,  |hat  the  petitions  of  Nicholas  Boilevin,  ,  amendment. 

.'Afhn  de  Laisize,  and  Jumonvillc  de  ViJiiers,  and'  .Mr.  Harper  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
■i  Ji  lers,  are  uireasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted,  leave  to  bring  in  a  biJl  lo  e>tablish  a  law  library 
1  j  at  the  Seal  of  Government,  for  the  u^e  of  ihe  Su- 

,j  •  I  preme  Court  of  the  United   States;  and  also  a 

*  ^  Thursday,  February  15.  bill  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  and  writ  of  error 

motirin  by  Mr.  Barry,  a  committee  was  i  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United   States,  to 

cases  amounting  to dollars,  or  upwards. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relatione,  to  whom  were  reOrred  the 
petitions  of  Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Frolhing- 
ham.  were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof,  respectively. 


8)ll 

all  cquaily|on  all,  is  a  question  which  the  comrait- 
I  believe  is  iiiaced  beyond  their  cognizance,  in  con- 
«#iuence  of  ihy  course  heretofore  pursued  by  Congress 
#4  regard  lo  Ktssos  sustained  during  the  war — a  course 
Lch  seems  rj)  inculcate  that  indemnity  is  due  to  all 
(se  whose   S'sses  have   arisen  from  the  acts  of  our 
Govcrnn^nt,  or  those  acting  under  its  authority  ; 
hie  losses  pjoduced  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  are 
Le  classed  i^mong  the  unavoidable  calamities  of  war, 
jl  do  not  er^title  the  sufferers  to  indemnification  by 
►  Govemmitnt.     The  lossesof  the  petitioners  belong 
twthe  latter  cjass,  and  therefore  the  committee,  yiold- 


pointed  t*  inquire   into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
'  i  udinjr  by  jaw.  to  all  settlers  on  the  public  land^ 

*  I     the  Uniiyd  States,  who  have  settled    thereon 
I  •.  pee  tlie  Isl  day  of  January,  1808,  the  same  priv- 

*  «  i?ge  extenijk'd  to  each  settled  prior  to  thai  day.  by 
;  I   e  second  iction  of  the  act  of  Congress,  na>3ed 

ii      ' 
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Proceedings. 


Sbnati. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Nicholas  Boil- 
evin, of  John  de  Lassize,  and  of  Jumonville  de 
Villiers,  and  others. 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  26,  nays  3.  as 
follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, Gaillard,  Harper,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock, 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Morrow.  RoberU,  Ruggles, Talbot,  Tail,  Taylor, Thomp- 
son,Tichenor, Turner,  Varnum,  Williams, and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Fromcntin,  Goldsborough. 

So  it  was  Resolved.  That  the  petitions  of  Nich- 
olas Boilevin,  John  de  Lassize,  and  Jumonville 
de  Villers,  and  other.*,  are  unreasonable, and  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Renner.  and  Nathaniel  H. 
Heath.     Whereupon, 

/{e.9olred,  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Renner 
and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath  is  unreasonable,  and 
ouorlit  not  to  be  granted  ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  wilhdr.iw  their  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  ol  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  on 
the  memorial  of  Catharine  Robertson;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  ihe  representatives  of  Ignace  De- 
lino;  and  ihe  further  consideration  thereof  was 
po>>tponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit  and  John 
Dennis,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  boundary 
of  the  tract  reserved  to  satisfy  the  military  boun- 
ties allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginialine.on  Continental  Establishment,  was  read 
the  second  lime. 


Friday,  February  16. 

The  Presidknt  cojiimunicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Jarvisand  others,  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant  ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  present  medals  to  Captain  Chas. 
Stewart,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  resolution  requesting  iFie  President  of  the 
United  States  to  present  medals  to  Captain  James 
Biddle,  and  the  officers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  liill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1810;  and  lo 
repeal  in  part  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  lax  upon  the  United  States,  and 


to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same;" 
anil  also  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform 
National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  for  the 
year  1816,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  rewarding  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  for 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Penguin  ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Mitchell ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  Robert  While  and  Jacob  Wrighter,"  with 
amendments  ;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnu.m.  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  last 
mentioned,  together  with  the  bill,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  opening  and  working  copper 
mines  on  Lake  Superior,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
construction  of  roaiis  and  canals ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe,  in   behalf  of  the  United 

States,  for shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was 
resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next- 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled' 
"An  act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain  articles 
manufactured  wiihin  the  United  Stales;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wliole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  ihe  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  fur,  Tuesday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise;"  and  the 
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ffcK'ier  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 

thirst  Monciiiy  in  July  neit. 

<\ihe  SenatI  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

)le,  ihecciisideraiion  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

,ieutenanr»Colonel  William  Lawrence,  of  the 

iV  of  the  [United  States,  and  of  the  officers. 

[com missioned  officers,  and   privates,  compo- 

the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  Summer 

je  year  1M4;  and  the  further  consideration 

!of  was  pJistponed  until  Monday  next. 

fhe  Senat*  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

i^ole.   ihe  'onsideration    of   the   bill,   for    the 

ggl^f  of  Jacdb  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis;  and, 

lifft  debate,  tjie  further  consideration  thereof  was 
Tponed  uni|il  Wednesday  next. 
Jhe  Senait-  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

^>'^ole.  the  cciisideralion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

'i<yfor  the  rejief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  junior,  of 
herforJ.  \i   the   State   of  Connecticut,"  and 
VAR.NUNfwas  requested   to  take  the  Chair; 

jiL^  no  ameu(tment  having  been  proposed  thereto, 

lb»^PRE8iDE>T  resumed  the  Chair. and  Mr.  Var- 
reporiednhe  bill  to  the  Senaie  j  and  it  passed 
third  reading. 

he  Senatf  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

iole.  the  bin.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 

Redma'i  Coie,"  together  with  the  amend- 

^jK^t  reporlC'j   thereto  by  the  select  committee  ; 

JifTthe  amendment  having  been  agreed  to.  the 
;8iDENr  r»(ported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
y;  and  o:^  the  question.  ''Shall  the  amend- 
it  be  engri)ssed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time 

4!*  mended  T<   it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 

ir.  King  j^resented  the  petition  of  B.  E.  Ver- 
prayingja  patent  right  may  be  granted  lo 
tor  cerl.-*in  improvements  in  refining  sugar, 
'ithstanding  his  non-residence  in  the  United 
Sjgtes  for  ih|  term  required  by  law  ;  and  the  pc- 
JiAn  was  reid,  and  referred  to  a  select  commii- 
\M\  and  Myssrs.  King,  Brown,  and  Hu.nter, 
Ti&e  appoinwd  the  committee. 
>  Hlr.  Harpi^r  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
\ri4i  bill  10  Httablish  a  law  library,  at  the  Seat  of 
JGjvernraent'  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court 
pf|(he  Uniteil  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ed  to  tht' second  reading. 
Ir.  Harper  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
g  in  a  bttl  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  from 
circuit  ciurt  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
l  of  Colombia;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
sed  to  thtlsecond  reading. 
r.  Barr;.  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
sider  iht*  subject,  reported  a  bill  relating  to 
ers  on  t*je  lands  of  the  United  States;  and 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


11! 


4\djourneii  to  Monday, 


iMoNnAY,  February  19. 
rrhePREsioENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
*$|crelary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiiiog  the  actual 
•  Mndiiion  of  the  several  incorporated  banks  with- 
'<i(  the  DistHict  of  Columbia,  on  the  1st  day  of 
naary,  18lj6,  as  reported  by  the  cashiers,  to  that 
partment-  made  in   compliance  with  the  reso- 


lution of  the  Senaie  of  the  8ib  instant,  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Philip  Wilhelmi.  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
praying  permi>sion  to  bring  into  the  United 
States'certain  sUves  from  the  i>land  of  Saint 
Thomas,  as  staled  and  described  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Vahnum,  and  Bibb, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  L.  Pearson, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read.— Whereupon, 

Jiesolved.  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Ryraes,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  borough  of 
Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware  ;  and  also 
the  memorial  of  the  burgesses  and  borough  coun- 
cil of  the  said  borough,  praying  protection  to 
the  manufacturing  establishments  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorials  j 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  HcNTER  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he 
should  a^k  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for 
the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  Stales,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  from  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  law  library  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  construction  of  roads  and  ca- 
nals, and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 
The  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sub<cribe,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  Stales,  for shares  in  the 

capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company  ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  ih.'  order  of 
the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than Rogers,  jr..  of  Waterford,  in  the  Slate  of 
Connecticut,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 
Mr.  Ki.NG,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  exiend  cer- 
tain privileges,  as  therein  mentioned,  to  Bernard 
Edrae  Verjon  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tne 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
actio  authorize  the  payment  for  properly  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  and 
Mr.  Talbot  projwsed  -jundry  amendments  there- 
to; and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  T.,  the  further  con- 
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sideration  of  the  bill,  together  with  the  several 
amendments  proposed  thereto,  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tlie  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain  articles  manu- 
factured within  the  United  States  ;"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "'An  act  for  j 
the  relief  of  John  Redman  Coxe,"  was  read  a  i 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Fro.mentin  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Jones,  and  others,  interested  in  lands  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  held  under  Spanish  grants,  praying  i 
a  confirmation  thereof,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  a  for- 
mer Congress,  on  the  lamented  death  of  the  late 
George  Washington,  and  to  lake  into  consider- 
ation what  further  measures  it  may  be  expedient 
to  adopt  at  ilie  present  lime,  in  relation  to  that 
solemn  and  interesting  subject,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senaie. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  King,  Varnum.  and 
Barbour,  be  the  committee  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Lawrence,  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  private?,  compo- 
sing the  garrison  of  Fori  Bowyer,  in  the  Summer 
of  the  year  1814;  aud,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question,  "Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  ihirJ  lime?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the 
western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for  satis- 
fying ilie  military  bounties  allowed  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Continental 
Esiablishment;  and  the  luriher  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cousideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
present  medals  to  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  and 
the  officers  of  ihe  frigate  Consiitulioa  ;  and.no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  pass- 
ed to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Cummiiiee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  Catharine  Robertson ;  and  ihe 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  third  Monday  m  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


j  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
I  questing  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to 
i  present  medals  to  Captain  James  Biddle,  and  ihe 
;  officers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 


Tuesday,  February  20. 
Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Coramiitee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop 
of  war  Hornet,  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Penguin,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Hunter  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  briog 
in  a  bill  providing  for  the  publication  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States;  and  ihe  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  present  medals  to  Capt.  Charles 
Stewart,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  resolution 
pass. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  ibe 
United  States  to  present  medals  to  Captain  Jamee 
Biddle,  and  ihe  omcers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  unanimoxaly,  That  this  resolution 
pass. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  otficers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates,  composing  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Bowyer,  in  the  Summer  of  ihe  year  1814,  was  read 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  the  duties 
on  certain  articles  manufactured  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;"  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on 
the  question.  'Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill  to  exiend  certain  privileges, as  therein 
mentioned,  to  Bernard  Edme  Verjon,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and.  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  ihe  House  accordingly  ; 
and  on  the  question,  "'Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?*'  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  lime  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

iMr.  Barbour,  from  the  Coramiitee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  thearaendmeots  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  entitled 
'•An  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  White 
and  Jacob  Wrighter,"  reported  that  the  Senate 
agree  thereto,  with  amendments. 
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I'  'he  Senat*  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
lole,  the  cjinsideralion  of  the  bill  entitled  'An 
ii(\{  to  authojize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
r!|jiiured.  or  Jestroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
tli.4  military  «rvice  of  the  United  States,  together 
ujiih  the  amejndments  proposed  thereto;"  and, on 
nio^ion  by  MV.  Taluot,  the  further  consideration 
tliieof  was  jjostponed  to.  and  made  the  order  of 
|J|t| day  for,  t|)-raorrow. 

I'he  Senaii'  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
ole.  the  rt-solution  for  a  proposed  amendment 
U{the  Consii:uiion  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
Stiators  shay  be  chosen  for  three  years;  and  on 
ir^iion  by  Ml  Taylor,  the  further  consideration 
tlfleof  was  f|Dstpon«'d  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senatj-  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
fiole,  the  oionsideration  of  the  bill,  to  limit  the 
ri^jit  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
fejil  States,  fc|r  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  on 
5l<hr  question, I*' Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
ie>.il  a  third  |ime?"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 


latiYe. 
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3*he  Sena^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wjole,  the  bfl  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell ; 
^i^j  the  furt  ler  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
)^<ji|ed  until  t'  -morrow. 

kj'he  Senat  •  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  i 
W^ole,  the  )ill  to  ascertain  and  e.^tabhsh  t 
tvJtern  bour^ary  of  the  tract  reserved  for  t-atis 
(y*ff g  the  mjliiary  bounties,  allowed  to  the  offi- 
cei*  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Conti- 
6Hital  Establishment;  and  the  further  consider- 
atjln  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

i^t he  Senati  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Wjole,  the  ci)n«=ideration  of  the  bill,  to  establish 
a  i|w  library  ^t  the  Seat  of  Government,  for  the 
D*jof  the  Sijpreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales, 
i  JL  n  motion*  by  Mr.  Talbot,  it  was  referred  to 
i  filect  comaiitiee,  to  consider  and  report  ihere- 
(pt»{  and  Mr!  Taleot,  Mr.  Harper,  and  Mr. 
*TER,  we^j  appointed  the  committee, 
he  Senai^'  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
iole,  the  donsideration  of  the  bill,  relaiinw  to 
lers  on  tl|e  lands  of  the  United  Stales  ;"and 
ih^bill  having  been  amended,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
!3ii|B,  it  was-  recommitted  to  Mr.  Barry.  Mr. 
jk'VrtRRow,  an(f  Mr.  Brown,  further  to  consider, 
aqi   report  thireon. 

;  i        PETITjlON  OF  THOMAS  CUTTS. 

:  ii  It.Campk/ll.  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
ki^  an  UnifuVm  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
«ef  rred  the  fvclition  of  Thomas  Ciills,  of  Bidde- 
Cot  ,  in  the  Sjate  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  report, 
if/\,  ch  was  niid.  as  follows: 

J  ^Bt  a  judgjocnt  was  recovered  in  favor  of  the  Uni- 
*e^>>UtP8  agaitst  Tristram  Hooper.  Moses  Lowell,  and 
|3'  jamin  UhaMdler,  on  a  revenue  bond  ;  an  execution 
iitti  id  Iherconiagainit  their  property,  and  was  levied 
<Jj*  he  deputy  tfijarshal  for  the  District  of  Maine,  on 
•hji  ^-eighlh  jiirta  of  the  schooner  Catharine,  at  the 
t^\  o(  which,  in  the  I'Jih  January.  1808,  the  petitioner, 
I'i  mas  C'utul became  the  purchaser,  at  four  hundred 
»H  lweiU)-l"]vi  dollars.  A  claim  was  afterwards  set 
Vii^  '^*  "'"^  nhreo-cighlhs  of  said  schooner  by  Asa 
^^  ^hens,  founi^ed  on  ao  attachment  previously  levied 

in 


thereon  ;  and  in  an  action  brought  against  the  peti- 
tioner, it  appears  the  title  of  the  said  Stephens  to  three- 
fourth  parts  of  said  three-eighth  parts  of  said  schooner 
was  established  ;  and  it  was  of  course  decided,  that  no 
right  to  the  said  three-fourth  parts  vested  in  the  peti- 
tioner by  his  purchase  at  said  marshal's  tale.  The 
petitioner  alleges  that,  besides  the  loss  of  the  three- 
fourths  of  said  three-eighths  of  this  vessel,  he  has  been 
put  to  great  eipense  and  trouble  in  defending  his  sup- 
posed title,  derived  from  said  marshal's  sale,  and  prays 
such  relief  as  Congress  may  deem  just  and  equitable. 

The  committee  cannot  perceive  anything  in  this  case 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  ordinary  case  of  a  sale  under 
an  execution,  in  which  the  plaintiff  cannot  be  consid- 
ered as  warranting  the  title  to  the  property.  The  pur- 
chaser buys  at  his  own  risk,  and  must  judge  for  himself, 
from  the  best  information  be  can  obtain,  whether  the 
title  of  defendant  in  the  execution  be  good  or  not;  and 
it  is  believed  he  generally  regulates  the  price  he  offers 
according  to  the  opinion  be  forms  on  this  point.  The 
committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is  not 
entitled  to  relief,  and  recommend  to  the  Senate  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted- 


Wednesday,  February  21. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  enliilfd  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter,"  together 
with  the  report  of  tho  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  thereon  ;  and  the  report  having  been  disa- 
greed to, 

Ittsolved,  That  they  agree  to  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  thi>  bill. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill 
concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Harher.  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  engrossed  bill  to  limit  the  ri^ht  of 
appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  Unittd  Slates 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  agreeably  to  special  order, 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  cominillee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  relatinjf  to 
the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldier*  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  on  State  and  Continental  Esiablish- 
menl  for  bounty  lands,  which  recommends  that 
provision  should  be  made  by  law,  for  satisfying 
the  claims  for  land  bounty  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  said  Stale,  on  her  own  establishment ; 
and  after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Mahqn  of  New  Hamsphire, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  buuniies  al- 
lowed the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  on  Continental  Esiablishment,  was  postponed 
to  the  fir-t  Monday  in  March  next. 

Mr.  Fromentin.  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  further  supplementary  to  the  act  euiiiled 
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"An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  cer- 
tain claimants  of  public  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  correctly  engrossed  ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  recommitted  to  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Morrow,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  granting  bounties  in  land  and 
extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  la'«t  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
praying  a  charter  of  incorporation,  for  reasons 
slated  in  ihe  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill,  entiil-^d  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  Stales,"  to- 
gether Willi  the  several  amendments  proposed 
thereto  ;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barry,  the  further 
consideration  thtreof  was  postponed  until  to-tnor- 
row. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and 
John  Dennis;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Varnum, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  ihe  representatives  of  Ignace  Deli  no; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wnole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop 
of  war  Hornet,  lor  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Penguin  ;"  and.  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Mitchell,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


{ 


Thursday,  February  22. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  granting  bounties  in 
land  and  exlra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volun- 
teers," was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  thi>etiiion  of  Dominique 
Diron.  ol  Ciiarleston,  in  the  State  of  Sutith  Caro- 
lina, praying  compensation  for  a  certain  vessel 
burnt  in  the  port  of  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  in 
November  1811.  as  staled  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  Siale. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


referred  the  memorial  of  Walter  Jones,  jun.,  and 
others,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
tiie  second  reading. 

The  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  entitled  '"An  act  reu-arding  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  for  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  sloop  of 
war  Penguin,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Su"- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  Slates. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hunter,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  commi'iee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ^ 
and  Messrs.  Hunter,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  Talbot,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
miiitee  on  Finance,  on  the  peiition  of  Thomas 
Cuii.s;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Chase,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  authorize  the 
payment  fur  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,"  together  with  the  several 
amendments  proposed  thereto;  and.  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Fromentin,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  theCommitieeon  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  direct  tax  upon  the  United  Stales 
and  the  Di>lrict  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1S16; 
and  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  th«  ex- 
penses of  Government, and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same;"  and  also  the  act  entiiicd  ''An  act,to 
provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a  direct  lax  upon  the  District  of 
Columbia;"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  the  hon- 
orable Elijah  Bhigham,  laie  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  from  the  State  of 
Massachuseiis,  and  that  hi.i  funeral  will  take 
place  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

Kesolced  unanimously,  That  the  Senate  will 
aiiend  the  funeral  of  ihe  honorable  Elijah  Brio- 
ham,  late  a  member  of  the  rtouse  of  Representa- 
tives, from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to-morrow 
at  12  o'clock;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  ihey  will  go  iiito 
mourning,  and  wear  a  black  crape  round  the  left 
arm,  for  thirty  days. 
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Fr<day.  February  23. 
The  Senile  assembled  and  adjourned  to  Mon- 

>-        1        

i  Monday.  February  2G. 

The  PRLrfiDENT  communtcaied  a  letter  from 

i|e  SecreiaW  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with 

siatementj  of   emoluments  of  the   officers  em- 

loyed  in  tiie  collection  of  the  customs,  for  the 

f-ar  1815;  nvhich  were  read. 


which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflairs. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  dividing  the 
Slate  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pas^ed   to  the  second 

reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  a  member  was  added 
to  the  committee  on  the  proceedings  on  the  la- 
mented death  of  the  late  George  Washingtoji, 
in  place  of  Mr.  Barbour;  and  Mr.  Mason,  of 
ibn'moi'ifco  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  on  (  Virginia,  was  elected. 
laval  Atfafrs,  tu  whom  was  referred  the  memo-  \  Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
lal  of  Thimas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  a  lieutenant  '  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
'  the  NavJ,  of  Robert  Jones  and  others,  and  of  of  Edward  Wilson;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
seoh  HeS'ry  and  others,  were  discharged  from    pa^ed  to  the  second  reading^ 


i 


\ 


ilefuriher  consideration  thereof  respectively  ;  and 
ifcey  bad  lefeve  to  withdraw  their  memorials. 
>Mr.  RoifcRTS  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Ijiiayor,  Al<|ermen.  and  Common  Council  of  the 
\  iiy  of  WalhiDgton,  representing  that  great  delay 
t,  id  injury  }s  experienced,  from  not  having  a  port 
L    entry  ihJrein  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 

Y  ferred  toi  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an 
|i  niform  >ational  Currency. 

I  Mr.  RoBi:RT9  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
fl  ible  SocitjHy  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  pro- 
iJision  may  be  made  to  exempt  from  duty,  cer- 
tiin  stereoi-ype  editions  of  the  sacred  scriptures, 

V  pd  bibles  sjod  ie>taments  in  foreign  lansuages,  as 


The  bill  concerning  the  Districi  of  Columbia 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Agreeably  lo  special  order  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals  and  on  the  question, 
"Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury   to  subscribe,  in  behalf  of  the  United 

States,  for shares  in  the  capital  siocli  of  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company  ;  and, 
on   motion   by  Mr.  Morrow,   the   consideration 


., presen 

|l  le  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  abo- 

jl,  lion  of  Shivery,  recommending  the  adoption  of 

(,  jrtain  raeitsuresfor  the  promotion  of  the  interests 

i  f  that  unjappy  class  of  their  fellow  beings,  in- 

■^Ived  in  ^e  thraldom  of  slavery,  as  slated   m 


payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
tiie  United  States."  together  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dao- 
QETT.  ihe  consideration  thereof  was  further  posl- 


rJie  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  !  pone<I  until  to-morrow. 
i  fleet  comiimiee.io  consist  of  five  members;  and  '      The  Senate  resumed,  as 


in  Cotnmiiiee  of  the 
lessrs.   RiBERTs,    King,    Ruggles,  Mason,  of    Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
^Iir<rinia.  id  Chace,  were  appointed  the  com-    field  officers  ot  the  miliiia;  and,  the  bill  hariog 
V  litfee  I  ^«^°  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 

*''  Mr.  HotisEY  presented  the  petition  of  John  Ru-    Senate  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question.  "Shall 
■olpb,  of  tlie  borough  of  Wilmington,  in  the  Stale  '  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?     it 


f  UelawaU,  praying  remuneration  for  losses  sus- 

*  ^ined  as  ciniracior  lor  supplying  rations  lo  troops 

^  ihe  ser\*ice  of  the  United  States,  during  the 

me  war,  al  slated   in   ihe  petitioQ;  which  was 

ad,  and  i*ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

iffairs.      \ 

Mr.  CnJcL  presented   the  petition  of  Robert 

;  iOvewelij^f  St.  Albans,  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

,  Taymg  a  liension,  in  consideration  of  a  wound 

eceived  wjiile  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales, 

•  lUring   th^  late   war,  as  stated  in  the   petition  ; 

iirhich  wa^  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

);  n  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Cuw^cEalso  presented  the  peliiion  of  Ben- 
\  amin  Puiftam.  of  Windsor  county,  in  the  State 
)f  Vermont,  praying  some  compensation  in  con- 
■ideration  J)f  his  sufferings,  during  his  captivity, 
md  remurieraiioc  for  sacrifices  he  made  lo  regain 
iiis  liberty]  having  been  captured  by  the  enemy 
;  Juring  ihe^laie  war.  as  is  stated  in  the  petition; 


'•■ 


was  determined  lu  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis;  and  on  the 
question.  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  lime?"  it  was  delern^ined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  Tait  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  pensioQ 
of  William  Munday. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  a  proposed  amendment  to  ihe  Coa- 
stiiution  of  the  United  Slates,  for  choosing  the 
Senators  thereof;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned to,  and  made  ihe  order  of  the  day  for.  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Httolvtd   That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 


% 
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whether  it  would  be  expedient  and  proper  to  prohibit 
by  law  the  formation  of  private  banking  associations, 
m  future,  within  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  al»o  to 
coDuder  and  inquire  whether  it  would  be  expedient 
and  proper  to  prohibit  by  law  the  emission  and  circu- 
iatioQ  of  the  note>>  oi  all  unchartered  banks  wiihin  the 
•Aid  District,  which  shall  not  have  obtained  charters 
on  or  before  the day  of next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  con- 
curred in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses, 
upon  the  amt?ndments  proposed  by  ihe  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning the  convention  lo  regulate  the  commerce 
between  the  territories  of  ihe  United  States  and 
His  Britannic  Majesty;"  and  that  the  lall  be 
amended  accordingly.  They  have  pas.^^d  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for  mil- 
itary services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  la  which  they  rtquesl  ihe  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  la«it  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

ROBERT  FULTON  S  HEIRS. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of  Harriet 
Fulton,  widow  and  executrix  of  the  late  Robert 
Fulton,  f)raying  tlie  exunsion  of  his  patent,  as  in- 
ventor of  a  method  of  navigating  vessels  by  ihe 
agency  of  fire  and  steam,  for  reasons  staled  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consist  of  five  members  ;  and  Messrs. 
King,  Daggett,  Mason  of  Virginia.  Morrow, 
and  CuACE.  were  appointed  the  ccramittee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows  : 
To  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  ; 

The  petition  of  Harriet  Fulton,  widow  and  executrix 

of  the  late  Robert  Fulton,  humbly  repre«ent* : 

That  the  said  Robert  Fulton,  on  the  11th  day  of 
February,  18U9,and  on  the  9th  day  of  February.  1811, 
obtained  two  patents  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea,  as  tlie  inventor  of  a  method  of  navigating  ves- 
sels by  the  agency  of  fire  and  steam  ;  and  departed 
this  life  on  the  '.i3d  day  of  Feliruary  last,  leaving  your 
petitioner  and  four  young  children  dependent  on  his 
said  invention  for  support,  and  a  large  debt,  which 
aro«e  from  his  unwearied  and  ex{>en8ive  effort*  in 
prosecuting  and  perfecting  this  great  improvement. 

That  notwithstanding  various  attempts  have  been 
made  to  propel  vessels  by  the  pt)wcr  of  steam,  yet  he 
was  the  first  person  who  established  its  practical  effects 
in  navigation.  It  is  unnecessary  to  expatiate  on  the 
advantages  of  this  important  discovery  ;  they  are  par- 
ticularly felt  and  acknowledged  in  all  parts  of  the  civil- 
ized world,  -\merica,  peculiarly  favored  in  the  num- 
ber, magnitude,  extent,  and  importance  of  her  naviga- 
ble waters,  must  look  for  her  highest  prof  pcrily  in  her 
internal  communication  and  trade  ;  and  it  is  now  un- 
deniably established  that  steam  vessels  can  surmount 
difficulties  heretofore  considered  insuperable  ;  that  nei- 
ther tide,  nor  wind,  nor  current,  can  arrest  their 
course  ;  and  that  for  velocity  of  progress,  economy  of 
transportation,  and  facdily  of  communication,  ihey  are 
superior  to  all  competition. 

It  IS  well  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  all 
great  improve.ments  in  human  affairs  arc  the  result  of 


patient  investigation  and  elablrali 
their  origin,  their  progress,  auAtin' 

cation  musst  be  associated  wiinWcnitU;  and,^PBrti**»-  ^'r 
larly  in  those  beneficial  inventVis  ^-ufj^  are  Hon-  '' 
nected  with  combinations  of  rae^l^ifr»Fhowers,ij)^ 
only  extraordinary  faculties  are  rcqtlii^|iJl)bt  beaVy 
expenses  must  be  incurred,  great  risks  must  be  sus- 
tained, and  much  time  must  be  consumed,  before  they 
are  brought  to  any  perfection.  The  greatest  benefac- 
tors of  the  human  race  have  generally  done  but  little 
for  themselves;  and,  after  having  devoted  iheir  lives 
with  indefatigable  labor  and  with  disinterested  zeal  to 
the  general  go«>d,  they  have  left  no  legacy  to  their  pos- 
terity but  an  illustrious  reputation. 

Your  p>etitioner  is  fully  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of 
her  situation  ;  she  is  conscious  that  she  may  expose 
herself  to  the  imputation  of  vanity  ;  but  surely  the 
partiality  of  a  wife  will  be  pardoned,  and  the  lender 
affections  of  a  parent  consulting  the  welfare  of  her 
chddren  will  be  an  apology.  In  order  to  support  their 
cause,  it  is  necessary  to  speak  of  their  father,  and, 
alas  !  all  her  recollections  of  his  worth  are  imbittered 
by  affliction  for  her  loss. 

After  the  husband  of  your  petitioner  had  obtained  a 
patent  for  his  invention,  several  years  necessarily 
elapsed  before  he  derived  any  revenue  from  it,  and  in 
the  intervening  time  he  was  exposed  to  enormous  ex- 
pense. He,  in  consequence,  left  a  debt  exceeding 
$150,000,  which  was  incurred  to  raise  the  capital  re- 
quired for  this  complicated  and  expensive  operation  ; 
neither  was  he,  in  his  lifetime,  able  lo  derive  any  profit 
from  the  sale  of  his  patent  right,  but  incurred  great 
expense  in  defending  it  against  charges  and  impota- 
lions  that  the  same  had  not  been  regularly  obtained, 
or  that  some  formal  requisite  had  been  omitted;  when, 
without  his  enthusiasm,  industry,  and  talents,  this 
great  improvement  would,  probably,  have  been  lost  to 
the  world. 

If  the  patronage  of  Government  ought  to  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  benefits  diffused,  then  your  petitioner 
can,  without  arrogance,  appear  before  you,  and  solicit, 
in  behalf  of  herself  and  her  children,  a  liberal  exten- 
sion of  his  patent;  for,  without  this  indulgence,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  derive  any  essential  benefit  from  it 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  enlightened  Governments 
in  modern  times  to  encourage  the  efforts  of  genius, 
and  to  hasten  the  progress  of  discovery,  by  exclusive 
privileges  for  definite  periods ;  a  limitation  of  time  is, 
of  course,  prescribed  as  a  rule  of  general  application, 
during  which  it  is  presumed  that  the  patentee  will  ob- 
tain a  sufficient  remuneration  for  his  expenses,  and 
for  the  benefits  he  has  rendered  to  society ;  but,  on 
extraordinary  occasions,  justice  and  ^xpediency  unite 
in  favor  of  extending  the  time  of  the  grant,  and  cases 
have  frequently  occurred  where  this  indulgence  has 
been  obtained. 

In  Great  Britain  a  patent  for  fourteen  years  was 
granted  to  James  Watt  for  a  newly  invented  method 
of  lessening  the  consumption  of  steam  and  fuel  in  fire 
engines  ;  an  act  of  Parhament  was,  six  years  there- 
after, passed,  extending  the  privileges  given  by  the 
patent  to  twenty-five  years.  Thus  Mr.  Watt,  ior  an 
improvement  in  steam  engines,  received  from  the 
munificence  of  the  British  Government  exclui<ive  priv- 
ileges for  thirty-one  years.  The  case  of  Oliver  Evana 
18  well  known ;  he  obuined  a  patent  for  an  improve- 
ment in  the  machinery  of  mills,  and  Congress  after- 
wards passed  a  law  extending  the  patent  seven  yeari  ; 
and,  notwitbsUnding  the  acknowledged  utility  of  those 
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|iced  on  arj  equal  footing  with  steam  vessels. 

But  yourtpetitioner's  husband  did  not  confine  his 

ws  to  this  subject  alone.     The  public  defence  occu- 

.d    his    utjnost    attention,    and    engaged    his    most 

Pixious  Bolijitude.     During  the  late  war  he  devised  a 

iicnm  frigata  for  the  better  protection  of  our  cities  and 


frigata 


} 


l|Cl _, 

S'.rbors.     VVhile  superintending  the  execution  of  this 

Um  "     ' 


4*,pregnab!e*fortre8b,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the  dis- 
l^se  which  U'rminated  his  life  in  a  short  period.  And 
Saight  not  (lie  widow  and  the  offspring  of  the  man 
Uho  has  plajined  the  means  of  protecting  his  country 

S gainst  iu  wieijtes  to  be  placed  above  the  pressure  of 
nbarrassmJnt  and  the   humiliation  of  dependence^ 
jr  such  services  he  never  sought,  or  intended  to  re- 
i  live,  any  ritmuneration  from  the  Government. 
(I  Your  petiioner  thus  confidently  appeals  to  the  jus- 
i;e  and  the  *ounty  of  your  honorable  body  in  behalf  of 
e  children^  of  a  man  who  died  while  zealously  em- 
l/oyed   in   t|c  service  of  his  country,  and   who   has 
i^nlerred  thj  most  extensive  benefits  upon  the  world. 
&t  not  the;widow  and  the  orphan  plead  to  you  in 
fTin. 
A  And  your  ipetitioner  will  ever  pray,  Ac. 
J  r  HAKKIET  FULTON. 

■  New  \ui^iii,  January,  1816, 


Id.. 

J|C88, 


CW    Vol^K, 


Se5atk  Chamber,  A/arcA  14,  1816. 

Dear  SiaJ:  An  application  has  been  made  to  Con- 
in  beljaif  of  the  widow  and  children  of  the  late 
Ar.  Fulton,  ibr  an  extension  of  his  patents  for  steam- 
tats.     As   k   popular  opinion    has  existed    that    Mr. 
I  uilon,  before  his  death,  had  derived  great  profiu  from 
I   <?   privileges   secured   to   him  by  these  patents,  and 
at   his  fanjily  wi'l   be  likely  to  derive  therefrom  fur- 
j_,er  and  grial  emolument  during  the  unexpired  term 
I  ■  the    patc|jt8,  I   am   directed  by  a  committee  of  the 
^  (jnatc  to  w'lich  the  petition  from  Mr.  Fullon's  family  ; 
*  referred,  l|)  obtain  such  information  as  is  within  our  i 
ach  respe('ting  the  situation  of  the  pecuniary  affairs 

estate  ot;  Mr.  Fulton.     If  Mr.  Fulton's  family  al-  , 
ady  posaeij,  or  are  likely  to  acquire,  during  the  resi- 
ue  of  the  tj^^rm  of  the  patents,  a  liberal  remuneration 
ir  his  inveiition,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  sufficient  i 
xJLason  in  faior  of  an  extension  of  the  patents;  while,  i 

•  '"  the  othes  hand,  if  such  remuneration  has  not  been, 
is  not  ijiely  to  be  received,  during  the  unexpired 

rm   of  th<l  patents,  such   is   the  very   great  public 

tility  of  thtj  steamboats  which  have  been  brought  into 

^e   by  Mr.«  Fulton,  that  a  strong   motive  would   be 

*  yund  to  exiit  for  a  prolonging  of  the  patents  for  the 
btenefit  of  }>n.  Fulton's  family. 

rr  As  Mr.  Fjilton  lived  in  New  York,  the  city  of  your 
^i'sidence,  aiid  was  well  known  by  you,  it  has  occurred 
Ifi)  me  thatjit  may  be  in  your  power  to  give  to  the 
tjummittee  slime  information  on  this  subject. 
'  With  venv  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
r  most  obedient  servant, 

RLFUS  KING. 

ST    lilVIIIGSTO!!. 


cred  to  nit 


VVashihotoh,  March  14,  1816. 
Your  favor  of  this  date  has  just  been  de- 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  opinion  which 


t'revails  in  respect  to  the  profits  made  by  Mr.  Fulton 


«ut  of  his  pMvileges  secured  by  the  steamboat  patents, 
jiowevcr  geleral  it  may  have  become,  is  incorrect;  at 
e.  It  is  not  at  all  extraordinary  that  such 


e  same 


tHi 


an  impression  should  have  gone  abroad,  as  the  groa« 
receipts  of  the  boats  in  which  he  was  concerned  were 
very  large,  and  well  calculated  to  excite  such  a  belief. 
Uut  those  who  make  these  calculations  are  not  tlwayt 
competent  to  make  them,  and  sometimes  neglect  or 
are  unwilling  to  take  into  the  computation  the  very 
large  expenses  attending  such  establishments.  I  should 
not  have  been  able  to  Jorm  on  this  subject  a  more  ac- 
curate estimate  than  others,  had  it  not  been  for  infor- 
mation derived  from  Mr.  Fulton  himself  a  very  few 
weeks  before  his  death.  In  a  conversation  with  him 
on  this  subject,  he  assured  me,  and  with  very  consider- 
able emotion,  that,  notwithstanding  the  fortune  which 
he  was  supposed  to  have  made  from  his  concern  in 
steamboats,  he  had  not  yet  paid  for  his  share  of  them, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  involved  in  so  largo  a  debt 
as  to  b«  induced  to  dispose  of  a  great  part  of  his  in- 
terest in  these  patents,  although  I  have  since  under- 
stood that  a  contract  which  he  had  entered  into  fur 
that  purpose  had  not  been  carried  into  effect  at  the 
time  of  bis  death.  This  ststement  has  since  been 
confirmed  by  Captain  Bunker,  who  commanded  the 
steamboat  Fulton,  who  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
bis  affairs,  and  who  has  assured  me  that  that  gentle- 
man died  insulvent,  which  is  now  the  general  opinion 
in  New  York. 

Considering  the  expense  of  building  a  steamboat  of 
any  size,  as  well  as  that  of  running  her,  it  is  not  very 
probable  that  Mrs.  Fulton  will  derive  any  great  emolu- 
ment undt-r  the  present  patents,  during  the  residue  of 
their  term.  Prudent  men  will  hardly  l>c  willing  to 
incur  so  great  an  expense,  when  the  privilege  will  so 
soon  expire,  and  their  profits  be  ex)>osed  to  consider- 
able diminution.  Mrs.  Fullon's  friends  have  therefore 
reason  to  fear  that,  unless  the  extension  now  contem- 
plated be  obtained,  but  little  profit  will  be  made  by  her 
during  the  term  yet  unexpired  of  these  patents. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  LIVINGSTON. 

Hon.  Rcpcs  King. 

L03T  CERTIFICATKS. 

The  President  cominunicaied  a  repurt  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  un  tin-  pi'iition  of 
John  Holker,  made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  '.H\\  ultimo;  and  the  report 
was  read.     It  is  as  follow>: 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  'Jth  of  January, 
1816,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  considered  the 
memorial  of  John  Holker,  formerly  Consul  (Jeneral  of 
France  referred  to  him  by  the  Senate,  and  he  has  now 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  : 

The  material  facts  involved  in  the  consideration  of 
the  memorial  are  the  following  : 

That,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1780,  the  memorialist 
was  possessed  of  loan  office  certificates  to  the  amount 
of  $426,800  ;  part  of  them,  to  the  amount  of  .1140:).  1 00, 
issued  from  the  loan  office  of  Pennsylvania  ;  part  of 
them,  to  the  amount  of  $7,'J00,  issued  from  the  loan 
office  of  Massachusetts  ;  part  of  them,  to  the  amount  of 
$300,  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  New  Ilarnpthirc; 
part  of  them,  to  the  amount  of  $S00,  isisued  from  the 
loan  office  of  Hhode  Inland  ;  part  of  them,  to  the 
amount  of  $1,200,  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  New 
York;  and  part  of  them,  to  the  amount  of  $11,500, 
issued  from  the  loan  office  of  (Jeorgia. 

That,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1780,  the  house  of  the 
memorialist  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  burnt,  and 
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the  loan  office  certificates  above  mentioned,  with  other  \ 
valuable  effects,  were  consumed. 

That  the  loss  of  the  loan  office  certificates  was  made 
known  to  Congress,  as  well  as  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Finance,  soon  after  the  accident,  and  a  renewal  of 
the  certificates  claimed. 

That,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  no  provision  h:id 
been  made  by  law  for  the  renewal  of  lost  certificates; 
but,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1780,  Congress  passed  a  res- 
olution authorizing  a  renewal  upon  ceruiii  conditions; 
of  which  those  material  on  the  present  occasion  were  : 
1st.  That  the  certificates  destroyed  should  be  adver- 
tised immediately  in  the  newspapers  of  the  State  where 
the  accident  happened  ;  and,  if  they  have  been  taken 
out  of  the  loan  office  of  a  different  State,  in  the  news- 
papers of  such  State  also.  2d.  That  a  copy  of  the  ad- 
vertisement shall  be  lodged  in  the  loan  office  whence 
the  certificates  issued,  together  with  the  evidence  of 
Iocs.  3d.  That  a  bond  should  be  given,  with  a  condition  ] 
to  indemnify  the  United  States. 

That  the  memorialist,  by  an  advertisement  dated  the 
8th  of  August,  1780,  which  appears  in  the  "  Pennsyl- 
vania Journal,"  published  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on 
the  9th  of  .\ugU8t,  1780,  and  at  several  subsequent 
dates,  give  notice  of  the  loss  of  the  loan  office  certifi- 
cates, and  particularly  described  each  of  them. 

That,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1787,  the  Board  of  Trea- 
sury considered  the  above  advertisement  as  a  compli- 
ance, in  that  respect,  with  the  terms  of  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  May,  1780,  and  directed  the 
loan  office  of  Pennsylvania  to  renew  the  certificates 
which  had  been  issued  in  that  State  to  the  amount  of 
$105,100,  upon  receiving  a  bond  from  the  memorialist 
to  indemnify  the  United  States  against  any  future 
claim,     'i'hesc  certificates  were  accordingly  renewed. _ 

That  the  memorialist,  by  an  advertisement  dated  the 
4lh  of  October,  178'J,  which  aj)pears  in  the  "Massa- 
chusetts Centinel,"  published  in  Boston  on  the  —  of 
November,  1789,  and  at  several  subsequent  dates,  gave 
notice  of  the  loss  of  such  of  the  certificates  as  had  been 
ixsued  at  the  loan  office  of  Massachusetts,  and  particu- 
larly decribod  them. 

That  the  memorialist,  by  an  advertisement  dated  the 
26ih  of  July,  1790,  which  appears  in  the  "  New  York 
Journal."  published  in  New  York  on  the  Gih  of  Au- 
gust 1790,  and  at  several  subsequent  dates,  gave  notice 
of  the  loss  of  such  certificates  as  has  been  issued  at  the 
loan  office  of  New  York,  and  particularly  described 
them. 

That  the  memorialist  alleges  that  he  caused  like  ad- 
vertisements to  be  published  in  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  and  Georgia,  giving  notice 
of  the  loss  of  such  certificates  as  had  been  issued  at 
the  loan  offices  of  those  States,  respectively  ;  but  the 
newspapers  in  which  the  advertisements  were  publish- 
ed do  not  accompany  the  memorial. 

That,  on  the  IHUi  of  February,  1792,  the  memorial- 
ist again  formally  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  a  renewal  of  the  certificates,  and  was  answered 
on  the  2Ulh  of  June  following,  that,  "as  the  thing 
then  appeared  to  the  Secretary  he  saw  no  chance  for 
the  memorialist  but  in  the  final  winding  up  of  the  ar- 
rangements concerning  the  public  debt,  when  the  ex- 
istence or  non-existence  of  the  certificates  would  be 
ascertained."  And  this  answer  was  accompanied 
with  a  note  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
slating  that  "  the  memorialist  did  not  comply  with  the 
resolution  of  Congress  in  advertising  the  certificates 
immediately ;  that,  in  some  casei,  no  proper  evidence 


was  adduced  that  the  certificates  were  advertised  at  all 
in  the  States  in  which  they  were  issued  ;  and  that,  in 
his  opinion,  this  claim  should  be  su:$pended  until  an 
arrangement  of  all  the  certificates  had  been  completed." 

That,  on  the  2l8t  of  April,  in  the  year  1794,  an  act 
was  passed,  limiting  the  lime  for  presenting  claims  for 
destroyed  certificates  of  certain  descriptions,  in  which 
it  was  declared  "  all  claims  for  renewal  of  certificates 
of  the  unsubscribed  debt  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
description  commonly  called  '  loan  ofiice  certificates,' 
or  '  final  settlements,'  which  may  have  been  accident- 
ally destroyed,  shall  be  forever  barred  and  precluded 
from  settlement  or  allowance,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
presented  at  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  1795."  And  the  act  adds,  "  that  no 
claim  shall  be  allowed  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office 
certificates  destroyed  before  the  4lh  day  of  March,  1789, 
unless  the  destruction  of  the  same  was  advertised, 
according  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of 
May,  1780,  or  before  that  time  was  notified  to  the  office 
from  which  the  same  was  issued  ;  nor  shall  any  claims 
be  allowed  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office  certificates 
destroyed  on  or  after  the  4lh  day  of  March,  1789,  nor 
of  final  settlement  certificates  destroyed  at  any  time, 
unless  the  destruction  of  the  same  was  so  far  made 
public  as  to  be  known  to  at  least  two  credible  witnesses 
soon  after  if  happened,  and  shall  have  been,  before  the 
presentation  of  the  claim  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, advertised  for  at  least  six  weeks,  successively,  in 
some  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  State  in  which  the 
destruction  happened,  and  also  in  some  one  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  State  in  which  the  certificates  issued, 
if  that  was  another  State,  &c. 

That  the  memorialist's  claim  for  a  renewal  of  the 
certificates  was  presented,  with  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  it,  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  7th 
October,  1794  ;  but  the  Auditor  did  not  deem  the  claim 
admissible  by  him  under  the  act  of  the  2l6t  of  April, 
1794,  and  returned  the  papers  to  the  memorialist  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1814. 

That  the  memorialist  has  made  repeated  appUca- 
tions  to  Congress  for  relief,  and  the  applications  have 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  to  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  report  or  decision  has  been  made  upon  the 
case. 

That  it  appears,  from  the  records  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  certificates  alleged  by  the  memorialist  to  have 
been  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  2d  of  January,  1780, 
were  actually  issued  from  the  several  loan  offices  men- 
tioned in  the  claim  of  the  memorialist;  that  none  of 
them  have  ever  been  subscribed  to  the  funding  sys- 
tem ;  that  the  renewal  of  the  certificates  issued  at  the 
loan  office  of  New  York,  amounting  to  $1,200,  was 
claimed  on  the  25th  of  May,  1795,  for  Henry  Bass 
and  Ann  Martin,  under  the  act  of  the  21gt  of  April, 
1794,  but  the  claim  was  rejected  by  the  Auditor,  be- 
cause "no  proof  of  destruction  wss  given,  nor  were 
the  certificates  advertised  as  required  by  the  resolution 
of  the  10th  of  May,  1780;  and,  also,  because  they 
were  claimed  by  the  memorialist ;"  and  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  certificates  there  has  been  no  claim,  nor 
have  they  in  any  mannrr  been  presented  at  the  Treas- 
ury by  any  other  person  than  by  the  memorialist. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  memorialist  prays 
that  Congress  will  interpose  for  his  relief;  and  the 
compliance  with  his  prayer  may  probably  depend  upon 
the  following  considerations  :  1st-  Whether  the  exist- 
ence,  possession,   and   destruction  of  the  loan  office 
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*;i^|tificates  ary  •atisfactorily  proved  ;  2d.  Whether  the 
Nfiential  fornM  of  the  law  have  been  observed  in  mak- 
*l^jt  public  thj  destruction  of  the  certificates ;  and  3d. 
u  TOiether  thej  claim  to  a  renewal  of  the  certificates  is 
ri|f^red  by  the^ positive  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  21st 
^!<«*,\pnl.  1794. 

f  ^fl*t.  The  «kistence  of  the  certificates  is  proved  by 
*  (l%-  public  rcf-ords.  The  possession  of  the  certificates 
■■'■  Vf  ibe  menaoriaiist,  when  bis  house  was  burnt,  is 
V  Mived  by  th|  best  evidence  of  which  the  case  is  sus- 
•Vt)tible.  E^n  upon  the  strict  rules  of  evidence,  in  a 
coinwion  law.  the  testimony  of  the  interested 
fron|  necessity,  allowed  to  prove  th«  \om  of 
instruments,  as  a  foundation  for  introducihc:  a 
or  for  rJroving  the  contents  of  the  original.  The 
of  the  Miemoriaiist  is  direct  and  explicit  on  the 
bject.  Tha*  burning  of  his  house  on  the  2d  of  Jan- 
.(  ^rj,  1780,  Jvas  an  occurrence  of  public  notoriety; 
^  ^d  it  18,  moreover,  proved  upon  oath,  independent  of 
I  0«  oath  of  t^e  memorialist.  The  fact  that  the  certifi- 
j  f  (tes  were  t%en  con^iume*!  was  made  known  to  Con- 
ssa,  and  i^obably  produced  the  act  of  the  10th  of 
ly,  1780.  The  certificates  were  publicly  advertised 
detail,  at  jhe  place  where  they  were  consumed,  on 
|e  9th  of  .A|jgU8t,  1780;  and  from  that  day  until  the 
kesent  dayia  period  of  more  than  thirty-five  yean-, 
memorialist  has  constantly  urged  his  claim,  and 
I  if  counter-f^-etension  has  ever  been  presented,  except 
.!  ^  the  instan'e  which  has  been  mentioned.  The  pub- 
s' «•   records  show  that  the  L'nited   States  are  still  in- 


>ted  for  th 


rhoie  amount  ol 


are 
the  lost  certificates. 


^^ tl»  w 

•  '  1  The  claim  of  Bas?  and  .Martin  to  the  renewal  of  the 
frtificates  issued  from  the  loan  oflJice  of  New  York 
;p«>ars  at  tne  Treasury  under  very  extraordinary  cir- 
ihc  25ih  of  May,  1795,  a  few  days 
»fore  the  eikpiration  of  the  statute  to  bar  it,  about  fit- 
•n  years  alter  the  memorialist  had  advertised  their 
[ss  in  Ptiilc-tlrlphia  and  about  five  years  after  he  had 
Ivertised  lUeir  loss  in  New  York.  From  the  2.5th  of 
J4ay,  1795,lintil  the  present  time,  Bass  and  .Martin 
'  *^ye  ceasedito  claim  ;  and  it  is  represented  that  the 
i  li^emonalist  J  uniformly  declaring  the  claim  to  be  un- 
■  funded,  ha.  suggested  that  the  description  of  the  cer- 
icate«  wa8(fraudulently  taken  from  his  advertisement 


the  newspapers  of  New  York. 
I  .  It  IS  bfliived,  upon  this  view  of  the  case,  that  the 
'  {/Existence,  {^^ssession,  and  destruction  oi  the  certifi- 
.  I^tes  claimt^  by  the  memorialist  are  satisfactorily  es- 


t' 


H 


blished. 
2d.  On 


ates  were 


<  l|ates  V 

'  l^e  for 
1  4«  rene' 


J 


te  2d  of  January,  1780,  when  the  certifi- 
ostroyed,  there  exuted  no  law  prescribing 
m  foi^niaking  the  loss  public,  and  for  obtaining 
wal.   a^ubsequent  regulations  ought,  therefore,  to 
V  '.e  applied  t^<  the  case,  upon  the  most  liberal  construc- 
i  Ipon,  m  favtir  of  a  claimant. 

•  I*  The  act  m  the  lOlh  of  May.  1780.  established  reg- 
i  ^klation^  "IN"  ^^^  subject,  for  the  first  time  providing, 
iW    1.    That  Jill  certificates  destroyed  through  accident 

hould  be  advertised  immediately  in  the  newspapers  of 
i  ?fce  Jstate  wtere  the  accident  hap[>ened,  but  this  rule  for 
I  f  Mn  immediaje  advertisement  could  not  apply  to  the  case 
t  I  if  certificairs  which  had  been  burnt  four  months  pre- 
'  I  piously  ;   aijJ,  accordingly,  the  Board  of  Treasury  al- 

•  J  'owed  that  in  advertisement  three  months  subsequent- 
.  f  |y.  on  the  iih  of  .August,  1810,  with  respect  to  the  cer- 
'  ^lificales  issi^ed  at  the  loan  otBce  of  Pennsylvania,  was 

♦  k  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  in  point  of  time. 
M  2.  That  k  the  certificates  had  been  taken  out  of  the 
f loan  office  'f  a  State,  difierenl  from  the  Sut«  in  which 


thev  were  destroyed,  they  should  be  advertised  in  such 
Slate  also,  and  the  claim  and  evidence  let\  with  the 
loan  officers.  The  advertiaement  is  proved  to  have  been 
made  in  the  years  1789  and  1790.  m  the  States  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  York,  as  to  the  certificates  issued 
in  those  States,  respectively,  and  it  is  alleged  to  have 
been  made  about  the  same  time  in  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire  and  (leorgia.  The  reasons  assigned  for 
not  making  an  advertisement  in  those  States  at  the 
time  that  it  was  made  in  Pennsylvania,  are,  princi- 
pally, that  the  act  of  Congress  was  not  deemed  to  ap- 
ply stnctly  to  the  case,  and  that  the  then  hostile  pos- 
session of  the  country  by  the  British  troops  rendered 
the  measure  impracticable. 

It  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  sense  of  the  Sec- 
retary and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  1793,  that 
nothing  had  occurred  up  to  that  time  which  was  fatal 
to  the  claim  ol  the  memorialist;  but  that  the  claim 
ought  to  be  suspended  until  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  certificates  had  l>een  completed  under  the  fund- 
ing system,  when  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  the 
particular  certificates  in  question  would  be  ascertained. 
The  arrangement  has  been  long  completed,  and  the 
lapse  of  more  than  twenty-five  years  sth{>fl  the  case  of 
all  reasonable  doubt  upon  the  non-existence  of  the  cer- 
tificates, whatever  may  have  been  the  failure  of  adver- 
tising their  loss  in  strict  form. 

•Td.  The  act  of  the  21st  of  April,  1794,  barred  all 
claims  for  the  renewal  of  loan  otfice  certificates  which 
were  accidentally  destroyed,  unless  they  were  present- 
ed at  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  1st  of  June,  179.5. 
But  the  claim  of  the  memorialist  was  presented  on  the 
7th  of  October,  1794,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  barred  by 
the  lapse  of  time. 

The  act  further  declares,  however,  that  no  claim 
shall  be  allowed  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office  certifi- 
cates destroyed  before  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  unless 
the  destruction  of  the  same  was  advertised  according  to 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  May,  1780,  or, 
before  that  time,  was  notified  to  the  office  from  which 
the  same  was  is.>)ued.  But  the  certificates  in  question 
were  destroyed  before  the  4th  of  March,  1789;  and 
they  were  advertised  in  the  manner,  at  the  times,  and 
under  the  circumstances,  which  have  been  already 
stated. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
the  honor  to  conclude  this  performance  of  the  duty 
which  the  Senate  has  assigned  to  him  with  these  prop- 
ositions : 

1.  That  the  loan  office  certificates  constitute  a  debt 
of  record,  which  the  United  States  have  never  paid  or 
satisfied. 

2.  That  the  debt  has  not  been  barred  by  the  act  of 
limitations,  in  consequence  of  the  lapse  of  time  pre- 
scribed for  claiming  it  at  the  Treasury. 

3.  That  the  debt  has,  nevertheless,  been  disallowed 
by  the  .Auditor,  because  the  destruction  of  the  certifi- 
cates was  not  advertised  and  notified  in  the  strict  form 
prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  the  1 0th  of  .May.  1780. 

4.  But  that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  a  contem- 
poraneous, constant,  and  pubhc  claim,  the  memorialist 
18  entitled  to  the  relief  solicited  from  the  Legislature, 
upon  giving  a  bond  of  indemnity. 

.\I1  which  18  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALL.\S, 
Secretary  a/  the  Treasury. 

T«»A8't  DsflRTMlST.  Fclf.  20,  1816. 
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Amendment  to  the  ConutiitUion — Revenue  Billt. 


Sbnati. 


Tuesday,  February  27. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department,  iransmit- 
tiog  the  informaiion  required  by  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  relative  to  the 
ship  Cjaae.  dec;  and  tbe  letter  and  accompany- 
ing documents  were  read. 

Mr.  Varncm,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itia of  the  United  Stales,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  in- 
vasioQ,  and  to  repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed 
for  those  purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  -'An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  military  services  during  the  late  war. 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  bill  dividing  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
into  two  judicial  districts,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  26th 
instant,  relative  to  unchartered  banks  within  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Horsey,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  by  Nfr.  Morrow,  the  memorial  of 
John  Holker,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Trea-ury  thereon,  made  the  26th 
insiaDt.  was  relerred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  MoHROW,  Macon,  and  Horsey,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Marion,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  the 
petition  of  Jemima  Swett.  praying  the  assistance 
of  Government,  in  consideration  of  the  loss  of 
her  son.  (who  was  her  only  support,)  on  board 
the  United  Stales  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  as  stated 
in  the  petition. 

The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Stevens,  of  New  Jer.sey,  praying  the  extension  of 
his  patent  right  for  improvements  in  propelling 
vessels  by  steam,  tor  reasons  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  on  the  26th  instant,  the 
petition  of  Harriet  Fulton. 

Mr.  Tait  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
8  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of  William  Munday  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  special  order,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  subscribe,  in  behalf  of  the  United  Stales, 
for shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  and.  on 
motion  by  Mr. CAMPBELL.the  consideration  there- 
of was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  th«  day  for  to-morrow. 


AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Varncm  laid  before  the  Senate  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  to  their  Senators  in  Congress,  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Slates.     Whereupon, 

Mr.  V.  submitted  the  foUowiHg  resolution  lor 
coDsideratioD  ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  in  Congress 
astemSled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring. 
That  the  following  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  which,  when  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  to  be  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  p»rt  of  the  said  Constitution, 
vii  : 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall, 
by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  districts, 
equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  such 
State  may  be  entitled. 

'*  Those  districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguoos  terri- 
tory, and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  entitled,  by  the  Constitution,  to  be 
represented.  In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  shall 
elect  one  Representative,  and  no  more. 

"That,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
each  State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a 
number  of  districts,  equal  to  the  number  of  electors  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  Those  districts 
shall  be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants 
entitled,  by  the  Constitution,  to  representation.  In 
each  district  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Repre- 
sentatives shall  appoint  one  elector  and  no  more.  The 
electors,  when  convened,  shall  have  power,  in  case  any 
of  those  appointed  as  above  described  shall  fad  to  at- 
tend for  the  purposes  of  their  said  appointment,  on  the 
day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to  appoint  another 
or  others  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  fading 
to  attend. 

"  Neither  the  districts  for  choosing  Representatives, 
nor  those  for  appointing  electors,  shall  be  altered  in  any 
State  until  a  census,  and  apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives under  it,  subsequent  to  a  division  of  the  State 
into  districts,  shall  be  made.  The  division  of  States 
into  districts,  hereby  provided  for,  shall  take  place  im- 
mediately after  this  amendment  shall  be  adopted  and 
ratified  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  successively,  immediately  afterwards, 
whenever  a  census,  and  apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives under  it,  shall  be  made.  The  division  of  such 
State  into  districts,  for  the  purposes  both  of  choosing 
Representatives  and  of  appointing  clectori.  shall  be 
altered  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  this  amendment, 
and  on  no  other  occasion." 

REVENUE  BILLS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816  ;  and 
to  repeal  in  part  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
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Jeadditioial  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses 
Governrrl^Tit.and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
laying  aj  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
)d  to  pro)>ide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
me  ;"  anAaUo  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
deaiiditiovial  revenue  for  defraying  tlie  expenses 
Governnn|'nt,and  maintainins  the  public  credit, 
'  laying  alirect  lax  upon  the  District  of  Colum- 
i,"    togeiter   with    the  amendments    reported 
'ereio,  by  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and  Mr. 
iARNUM  wss  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 
fOn   the  (Kie^iion  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
ment propoled,  as  follows: 

I  Sec  1,  I^ie  2,  aAer  the  word  "  that,*'  strike  out 
;|e  rest  of  tl^;  section,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  "  in- 
Lad  of  the  ylirect  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  annu- 
Hy  laid  up<>«n  the  United  States,  bj  the  act  entitled 
Kn  act  to  lyovide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
|e  expensel  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
f.hlic  credit^  by  laying  a  direct  tax   upon  the   United 

ates  and  t^  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
ime,"  pass*-^!  the  9lh  of  January,  1815,  a  direct  tax 
three  millions  of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 

nualiy  lai(F  upon  the  United  States,  and  apportioned 
iheSlatesyespectively,  in  the  manner  and  according 

I  the  sumsT  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  an  act 

itilled  "Art  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 

e  United  !j»^ate8,"  passed  the  2d  day  of  August,  1813, 
»  (d  all   the  ^irovisions  of  the  act  first  above  named, 

issed  the  9to  of  January,  1815,  except  so  far  as  the 
"  me  have  Ifeen  varied  by  subsequent  acts,  and  are 

ried  by  thi|  act,  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  the  a-ssess- 

I'nt  and  co'tction  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  millions 
I  dollars  hcleby  laid  upon  the  United  States ;  which 
:vd  tax  shall  be  and  remain  pledged  for  the  samepur- 
■  /ses   and  iif  the  same  manner  as  the  said  tax  of  six 

llions  of  (|^!lars   was,  in  and  by  the  said  last-men- 

ned  acL 

|iA  divisiiin  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
^r.  Dana  ,*and  it  was  taken  on  striking  out,  and 
^ terminc'dlin  the  negative — yeas  12,  nays  20,  as 
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Hows  : 

YKis — MJssrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
liliard,  Cio^,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New 
lampshirc,  Jioberts.  and  Taylor. 
•Nats — .M.-asrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit, 
ma,  Goldfsforough,  Horsey,  Howell,  Macon,  Mason 
Virginia, ;Morrow,    Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thomp- 

«*  »n,  Turnerj  Varnura,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson, 
j^  On  moiifn  by  Mr.  Mason,  oi  Mew  Hampshire, 
strike    (Jm  the  second  section  of   the  bill,  as 
How-,:       j 

Stc.   2.  And  be   it  furtfur  enacted,  That  the  di- 
et tax  of  t  rce  millions  of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
.•reby  laid  4pon  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1816, 
d  apporticiied  to  the  States  respectively  in  the  man- 
^^r  and   accfrding  to  the  sums  prescribed  by  the  first 
faction  of  a#  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and   collect 
k  direct  tax  fvithin  the  United  States,"  and  all  the  pro- 
I Csions  of  th*  act  entitled  "An  actto  provide  additional 
itvonues   foy  defraying    the  expenses  of  Government, 
'lid  matntai'jing  the   public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct 
Ax  upon  thJ  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assesa- 
'^g  and  collecting   the   same,"  passed  on  the  9th  of 
nuary,  18,5,  except  so  far   as  the   same  have  been 
rifd  by  subsequent  acts,  and  excepting  the  first  sec- 
II  of  the  ttud  act,  shall   be  held   to  apply  to  the  u- 
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sessmcnt  and  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  mil* 
lions  of  dollars  hereby  laid  upon  the  United  States. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16) 
nays  16,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Macon, 
Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Morrow,  Roberts.  Ruggles,  Tait,  Taylor,  Williama, 
and  VV  ilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr  Mabon,  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  managers  at  the  conference, 
on  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  upon  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning the  convention  to  regulate  the  commerce 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and 
His  Briiannic  .Majesty,"  made  the  following 
report : 

That  the  conferees  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
commenced  the  conference  by  stating,  that  of  the  trea- 
ties made  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  while  some 
might  not,  others  may,  require  the  enactment  of  laws 
to  carry  them  into  execution  ;  and,  considering  the 
convention  with  England  as  a  tre/ity  of  the  latter  kind, 
the  conferees  of  the  House  of  Representatives  made 
the  following  objections  to  the  bill  passed  by  the 
Senate  : 

1st.  That  by  the  addition  of  the  word  "declared" 
to  the  usual  formula,  instead  of  a  bill  of  positive  en- 
actment. It  assumes  the  form  of  a  declaratory  law. 

2d.  That  the  bill  is  defective,  because  its  commence- 
ment is  uncertain. 

3d.  That  It  IS  defective,  because  its  duration  is  un- 
certain. 

4th.  That  il  is  furthermore  defective  in  respect  to 
the  equalization  of  duties;  it  being  uncertain  whether, 
for  this  purpose,  the  native  duties  are  to  be  raised,  or 
the  alien  duties  abolished. 

The  conferees  of  the  Senate  did  not  contest,  but  ad- 
mitted the  doctrine,  that  of  treaties  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  Constitution,  some  may  not,  and  that  others 
may,  call  for  legislative  provisions  to  secure  their  exe- 
cution, which  provision  Congress,  in  all  such  cases,  u 
bound  to  make.  But  they  did  contend,  that  the  con- 
vention under  consideration  requires  no  such  legisla- 
tive provisions,  because  it  does  no  more  than  suspend 
the  alien  disability  of  British  subjecU  in  commercial 
atTairs,  in  return  for  the  like  suspension  in  favor  ul 
American  citizens;  that  such  matter  of  alien  disability 
falls  within  the  peculiar  province  of  the  treaty-power 
to  adjust ;  that  it  cannot  be  securely  adjusted  in  any 
other  way,  and  that  a  treaty  duly  made,  and  adjusting 
the  same,  is  conclusive,  and  by  its  own  authority  sus- 
pends or  removes  antecedent  laws  that  are  contrary  to 
Its  provisions. 

That  even  a  declaratory  law  to  this  effect  is  matter 
of  mere  expediency,  adding  nothing  to  the  efficacy  of 
the  treaty,  and  serving  only  to  remove  doubt*  wherever 
they  exut, 

'i'he  conferees  of  the  Senate  tliereforc  iosuted  on  re- 
taining the  word  "declared,"  in  addition  to  the  usual 
formula  of  coactment,  bccauM  it  impaita  to   the  bill 
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passed  by  the  Senate  the  character  of  a  declaratory 
law  ;  a  quality  without  which  any  law  would,  in  this 
case,  be  inadmissible. 

A  law  that  declares  to  be  of  no  force  or  eflect  so 
much  of  all  laws  as  are  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
the  convention,  recognises  the  existence  and  authority 
of  that  convention ;  the  date  and  limitations  of  which 
must  ascertain  the  commencement  and  duration  of  the 
law,  while  its  stipulations  place  the  people  of  the  two 
nations  on  a  footing  of  commercial  equality  by  the  abol- 
ition of  discriminating  duties  on  both  Hides. 

Thus  the  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  does  not  appear 
to  be  defective  in  the  particulars  referred  to  by  the  con- 
ferees of  the  House  of  Representatives  :  nevertheless, 
as  doubts  were  expressed  on  this  subject,  the  conferees 
of  the  Senate  proposed  certain  amendments  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  these  doubts,  and  confirming  the 
intentions  and  meaning  of  the  bUl. 

The  conferees  of  the  Senate,  therefore,  recommend 
to  the  Senate,  to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment!)  made  to  the  bill  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  agree  to  the  following  amendments 
to  the  bill,  which  have  been  mutually  agreed  to  by  the 
conferees  of  the  two  Houses  : 

Line  2,  after  the  word  "  act,"  strike  out  the  words 
*'  or  acts  as  are,"  and  insert  these  words,  ^  as  imposes  a 
higher  duty  of  tonnage  or  of  import  on  vessels  and  ar- 
ticles imported  in  vessels  of  Great  Britain  than  on  ves- 
sels and  articles  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States." 

Line  4.  Strike  out  the  word  "  shall,"  and  after 
the  word  "  be"  insert  these  words,  "  from  und  after 
the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  said  convention, 
and  during  the  continuance  thereof." 

Whereupon.  Resolved.  That  the  Senate  con- 
cur in  the  report,  and  that  the  bill  be  amended 
accordingly. 


Wednesday.  February  28. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  wa>  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra 
pay  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers. ""  reported  it 
without  amendmeol. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMii.  from  the  same  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war.  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of  William 
Munday,  was  read  the  >econd  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  to  regulate  the  mode  of  choos- 
ing Representatives  m  Congress,  and  Electors 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and 
John  Dennis  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  consideration 
of  the  engrossed  bill,  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  further  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

14th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 6 


The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Fbo.mentin.  that  the  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  the  fourth  day  of  July  next 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gore,  King, 
Macon,  .Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Goldsborougb,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Wells,  Williams,  and 
Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816;  and 
to  repeal  in  part  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same;  and  also  the  act.  entitled  'An  actto 
provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District 
of  Columbia  ;"  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  the  trea- 
surer and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  .Massachusetts 
Bible  Society,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  benefit 
of  drawback  on  a  number  of  bibles  exported  by 
them,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  a^a 
Uniform  National  Currency. 


Thursday,  February  29. 

The  bill  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection,  and 
repel  invasion,  and  to  repeal  the  laws  heretofore 
passed  for  those  purposes,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  tu  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton, 
deceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Santord  presented  the  petition  of  Willet 
Coles,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  to  be 
discharged  from  his  imprisonment,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  26th  iusiant.  reJaiive  lo  un- 
chartered banks  within  tlie  District  of  Columbia, 
which,  having  been  amended,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Resolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
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iquire  whj-iher  u  would   be  expedient  and  pro- 
;r  to  prohibit  by  law  the  formation  of  private 
inking   associations,  in  future,  within  the  Dis- 
jjict  of  Cc/iumbia,  and  also  to  consider  and  in- 
iLire  whei|er  it  would  be  expedient  and  proper 
"'  prohibit  ;by  law  the  emission  and  circulation 
the    notts  of  all    unchartered    banks  within 
iie  said  Dfctrict,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
'herwise.  | 
Ordered}  That   Messrs.  Horsey,   Mason   of 
re,  and  Tait,  be  the  committee. 


ew 


Hamishiri 

The  Senate   resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

hole,  thfc  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 

,.iie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be- 

i  ftlf  of  the  United  States,  for shares  in  the 

i  ipital  sio(k  of  the  Chesapeake   and  Delaware 

k  anal  Corr  pany. 

**  On  moti(|n.  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 


iiie  further 'consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
^itil  the  third  Monday  in  March  next, 
f  J  The  Seriate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^hole,  thejconsideration  of  the  resolu 
oposed  amendment  to  the  Constitut 
oiled  Stages,  that  the   Senators  shall 


i  ( 

r 


hole,  thejconsideration  of  the  resolution  for  a 
roposed  afiendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 

be  chosen 
if>r  three  y«iars  ;  and  on  the  question,  '•  Shall  this 
p  ?9olution  I'e  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime  ?  it 
'\  as  detern^ned  in  the  negative — yeas  7.  nays  24, 
■  i  follows  :) 

1     Ykas — M<  sfrs.  Bibb,  Lacock,  Macon,  Roberts,  San- 
W  ird,  Taylorinnd  Turner. 

J  Nats — Mf-ssrs.  Harry,  Brown,  Canipbeil,  Chace, 
t  ondit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  (Joldsbo- 
jt  ugh,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New 
ii  ampshire,  ^orrow,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thomp- 
V  in,  Ticheni^r,  Varnum,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 
J  The  Senjite  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  •An  act 
I'i  aulhoriz^  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
red,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
ilitary  setvice  of  the  United  States;"  and.  on 
otion  by  ^r.  TuR.NER,  the  consideration  thereof 
as  lurthei  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  Seriate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
./hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
•^dl'Richard  Mitchell ;  and.  on  thequpstion,  '"  Shall 
)i*iis  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
as  deternr^ned  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Sertate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
/hole,  theiconsideration  of  the  bill  conceroin? 
„..ie  Districjof  Columbia ;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr. 
U^;AC0CK,  tlie  further  consideration  thereof  was 
Ljstponed  uniil  Thursday  next. 
f-;  The  Seriate  re>-umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^hole,  thejconsideration  of  the  bill  dividing  the 
^tate  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts  ; 
d,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  con- 
i*deration  iliereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
jitext.  I 

)>  The  Senlite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
i'i^'hole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
u;t  granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to 
vjeriain  Canadian  volunteers;"  and  noamendment 
jpaving  beeij  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a  third 
'wading.       . 

[l  The  Senjitr  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
f^hole,  iheibill,  entitled  '"An  act  raaking  further 
provision  fdir  military  services  during  the  late  war, 

I    1 


and  for  other  purpo.ses ;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Williams,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  regulate 
the  mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, and  Electors  for  President  ond  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Utiited  States;"  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Varnum,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Wilson  ;  and  the  further  coosideraiion 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Barry,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the 
lands  of  the  United  States,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


n 


Friday,  March  1. 

Mr.  Sanfohd  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Rossier  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Niw  York,  pray- 
ing ihe  renewal  of  certain  Treasury  notes  miscar- 
ried or  lost  in  the  public  mail,  as  stated  in  the 
petition  ;  whicb  was  read, and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  :ind  Mr.  Sanford,  Mr  Bibb,  and 
Mr.  Campbell,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  tiie  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Alfred  M.  Carter,  for 
himself  and  the  heirs  of  Landun  Carter,  made  a 
report  thereon,  together  with  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  v/ia  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr. Campbell, from  theCommittee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  uiioin  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  for  the 
year  1816."  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  art  for  the 
relief  uf  the  heirs  of  George  Nebinger,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  increase 
the  pension  ol  William  Monday,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '"An  act  in 
relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  ;"  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  reg- 
ulate the  mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in 
Congress,  and  Electors  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Slates;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Varnum,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  ;  an(^  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Kino,  Mr. 
Fromentjn,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Lacock,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  cbil- 
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dren  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  m  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States;"  and.  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the  consider- 
ation thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Friday, 
the  15th  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further 
provision  for  military  services  during  the  late  war, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Williams,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  concerning 
certain  advances  made  for  the  public  service  by 
the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second- reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  on  the  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Cutts,  of  Biddeford,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  bounties  m 
land,  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volun- 
teers," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
REVENUE  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816;  and  to  repeal 
in  part  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and 
to  provide  for  asjessing  and  collecting  the  same  ;' 
and  also  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernmenf,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Goldsborocgh,  that  the  bill 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  with  instruc- 
tions to  provide  for  the  collection  of  all  arrear- 
ages of  the  direct  tax  for  past  years,  and  to  repeal 
the  act,  "  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing 
and  collecting  the  same,"  passed  on  the  9th  Jan- 
uary, 1815,— it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  12,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

YiAB— Mcssr.t.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Hunter, King,  Macon,  Mason  of  N.  Hampshire,  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown, Campbell, Chace, 
Coodit,  Gaillanl,  Harper,  Howell,  Lacock,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Moirow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Ticbeoor,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  first  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  which  was  negatived  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  follows: 

Section  1,  line  2,  after  the  word  "that,"  strike  out 
the  rest  of  the  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof, 
"  instead  of  the  direct  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nually laid  upon  the  United  States  by  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,' 
passed  the  9lh  January,  1815,  a  direct  tax  of  three 
millions  of  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  annu- 
ally laid  upon  the  United  States,  and  apportioned 
to  the  States  respectively,  in  the  manner  and  accord- 
ing to  the  sums  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
within  the  United  States,'  passed  the  2d  day  of  August, 
1813;  and  all- the  provisions  of  the  act  first  above- 
named,  passed  the  9lh  January,  1815,  except  so  far  as 
the  same  have  been  varied  by  subsequent  acts,  and  are 
varied  by  this  act,  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  millions 
of  dollars,  hereby  laid  upon  the  United  States;  which 
said  tax  shall  be  and  remain  pledged  for  the  same  pur- 
poses and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  said  tax  of  six 
•millions  of  dollars  was,  in  and  by  the  said  last  men- 
tioned act." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatiFe — yeas  16. 
nays  18.  as  follows: 

YaAs — Messrs.  Brown.  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Gore,  Harper,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Morrow,  RoberU,  Sanford,  Tail,  Taylor, 
and  Tichenor. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Goldsborough,  Howell,  Macon,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Ruggles, Talbot, Thompson,  Turner,  Varnum, 
Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Harper,  to  amend  the  said 
proposed  amendment,  by  inserting  in  line  10, after 
'' States,"  the  words  "for  five  years;"  so  as  to 
continue  the  tax  annually  laid  upon  the  United 
States,  for  that  terra;  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  10.  nays  24,  as  follows: 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Harper, 
Hunter,  Lacock,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Con- 
dit, Daggett,  Dana.  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Howell,  King, 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Morrow,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Thompson.  Tichenor,  Tur- 
ner, Varnum,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wells,  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  13.  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Harper,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  oi  Jiem 
Hampshire,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Howell.  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question  ''Shall  the  amendment  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 


W 

\  « ♦Mr.  TALBfiT. from  ihe  commitiee  to  whom  was 
» ll-'erred  the^.bill  to  establish  a  law  library  at  the 
\  liat  of  Govrnment.  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme 
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)urt  of   life   UDJied    States,    reported    ii 
lendmenlr.  which  were  read 


District  of  Columbia,'"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion '-Shall  this  bill  puss  as  amended?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  18,  nays  11, 
as  follows  : 

Yka9 — Messrs.    Bibb,    Hrown,    Campbell,   Condit, 


4  ^Inendmenl^  wnicn  ^*ere  reau.  ,       y  vfessrs.    Bibb,    Brown,    Campbell,   Condit, 

[Mr.  Roberts.  ^^'.^  '^%'ZZThU\  Zx^e  GaUu",  HoweTl.  Macon.  MorroW.  RolirU.  Ruggle.. 
1  ie  subjectKyas  referred,  '^f?^^^^  ^.,^'^/°;;;f  Sanfbrd  Talbot,  Ta.t,  Tavlor,  Turner.  WcUs.  W.l- 
i  Ijlief  of  Jolia  Thompson ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  ^   ^^       ^    ^^j^;^_ 


fid  passed  .o  the  second  reading 


U)T  public  })uildings,  for  which  they  received  a  ; 
iompensatij^a  per  acre  ;  and  praying  that  if  those  j 

Kjuares  arn'  now  appropriated  to  a  different  use,  i 
£d  sold  fo|  the  purpose  of  building  thereon,  they  ' 
Iiay  receivi  the  same  compensation  to  which  they        M 
^ould  havf   been  entitled  if  that  bad   been  the    reco 


Monday,  March  4. 
r.  Taylou,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
i^ould  hav,-   been  eniiiied  ii   mai  i.au   oeen  ui.    ...^mmiited   the   bill  further  supplementary    to 
C  nal  de  ern   nat  on  ;  for  reasons  stated  m  the    the  act  entitled  '-An  act  providme  for  the  mdem- 
•   t^lmorairwhch  was  read,  and  referred  to  the    i^.fication  of  certain  claimants  ot  public  land  in 
i   •fommlueerro  whorn  was   referred,  on   the  24th    the   Mississippi  Territory."  reported   ,t  with   an 
^  January,  tlJe  petition  of  Thomas  Law,  and  others,    amendment ;  which  was  read. 
ihabitantjof  the  City  of  Washington,  praying 
he  divisiop  and  sale  of  certain  open  squares  in 
<aid  city.    ! 

^    The  Seriate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
epori  of  tie  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  peti- 
ion  of  Amtd  M.  Carter ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
..ELL8.it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and   Messrs 


ALBOT  aid  Wells  were   appointed  the  com 

ittee.        J  !  f  II  ' 

The  bill  concerning  certain  advances  made  for  I  to  as  lollows  : 


if 

*  Lhe  public  Jervice  by  the  cay  of  New  York,  was 

•  Itead  a  sec< 


Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  George  Rossier  and  others;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  second  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
reconstruction  and  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Ki.ng,  it  was  amended  and  agreed 


An  act 


Hesolted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  suggesting  to  the  person  appointed 
to  superintend  the  re-construction  and  repairs  of 
the  Capitol,  such  alterations  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, and  connected  offices  thereof,  as  shall  provide 
greater  accommodation  fur   the   Senate  and   its 
n,  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rel.Vf  j  officers  than  the  former  distribution  afforded, 
rj  Wilson;  and  on  the  question    -Shall  I    ,  Ordered,    That   Messrs.  Ki.ng,  Hcnter,  and 
'  '  .     T      .  ^..        Maco.n,  be  the  committee. 

Tiie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


<ind  time 
[*    The  bill^in  addition  to  an  act  entitled 
/  \\q  relation  t9;-the  Navy  Pension  Fund,''  was  read 
•'- I '«he  becon(i;tin)e. 

$  {-.    The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
;   'JWhole,  th 
».  it){  Edwa 

^     J  V  1    •       I      11    L     f 1 I     ,..o^    n     tK.P.i      l.mal"     ll 


and  on  the  question 
ibis  bill  b<- engrossed  and  read  a  third    lime?" 
liwas  determined  lu  the  affirmative.  . 

'  j\    Mr.  Ki>fti  submitted  the  following  motion  for  j 

J     iconsiderai^on :  j 

V  Reeoiced^  That  a  commitiee  be  appointed  lo  confer  , 

i  V  wilb  the  person  appointed  to  superintend  the  re-con-  i 
'  >;  strDclion  a^d  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  and  to  suggest  i 
J  klsuch  alterations  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  the  con-  [ 

,  f  necled  offices  thereof,  as  shall  provide  greater  accom-  I 
_  ,  I  modation  lj)r  the  Senate  and  its  officers,  than  the  former  ' 
"  t>  t  distributio)j  afforded.  | 

'i  Yj      The  anjendment  t'l  the  bill  entitled  '-An  act  to  j 

-  tireduce  lhv»  amount  of  direcr  tax  upon  the  United  I 
"^  pTStates  anil  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  ' 
r;  I    1816  ;  anji  to  repeal  in  part  the  act  entitled    'An 


I 


i   act  to  prcivide  additional  revenue  for  defraying 
•  I'  the  eiper'.csof  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
A  J'   public   credit,   by   laying  a  direct   tax   upon 
.  »  '  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 

Jj  "An  act  i.»  pi 

ing  the  expense?  of  Government,  and  maintaining 


coUeciina  ihe  same;'  and   also  the  act  entitled 
'An  act  i)  provide  additional  revenue  for  defray- 


ihe  publi'"  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  I  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 
i 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  pension  of  William  Munday,  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  PREdiDE.NX  reported  it 
to  ibe  House  accordingly  ;  and,  on  the  question, 
"Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  ihird 
time?"  it  was  deteriiiined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  theconsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fur  the  relief  of  George  Nebinger;"  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Robertsj,  it  was  rel'erred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  petition  of 
Alfred  M.  Carter,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  relating  to 
settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PHtdioENT  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Barry,  the  further  cousideraiion 
thereof  was  pos'poned  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  repel  invasion,  and  to  repeal  the  laws 
heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes  ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  de- 
ceased ;  and  after  debate  thereon,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  for  the  year  1816.  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  by  ihe  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  and 
the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to.  in  part, 
with  further  amendments,  the  President  report- 
ed the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  ''Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime,  as  amend- 
ed ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ol  John  M.  Forbes," 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


TcESDAY,  March  5. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Rossier.  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
M.  Forbes."  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Sanford,  Hcnter,  and 
Howell,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Wilson  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of 
William  Munday  wati  read  a  third  lime  and 
passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores,  for  the  year  1816,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
Slates  and,  after  debate,  adjourned. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  par- 
poses. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  roads  and  canals  was  read  a 
third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  April  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States;  and  on  the  question  "  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  21.  nays  13,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  San- 
ford, Talbot,  Tail,  Taylor,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wil- 
son. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,- Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  making  further  provision  con- 
cemuig  the  application  of  moneys  appropriated  for 
arming  and  equipping  the  body  of  the  militia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Holker, 
together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  thereon,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  on  the  peliiion  of  Alfred 
M.  Carter. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  M.  Forbes,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


Wednesday.  March  6. 

Mr.  Daggett  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  further  extend- 
ing the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military  land 
warrants. 

Mr.  Vahnlm  having  proposed  an  amendment 
thereto,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  together  wiihi 
the  proposed  amendment,  was  postponed  until 
Thursday,  the  14th  'nstant. 


Thursday,  March  7. 

Mr.  Daggett  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  of  unproductive  post  routes, 
for  the  year  1S15,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading : 

Resolved,  bxf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  vahd  as 
part  of  the  sai  d  Constitution,  to  wit : 
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'u*Ib4 


The  Jutlgt^  ^^  ■•'  ^^^  CourU  of  the  United  States 
fill  be  subjfct  to  removal  from  ofEce,  by  the  Pre»i- 
nt  and  bojb  Houses  of  CongKss,  when,  in  their 
linion,  the  dublic  good  will  be  promoted  by  removal ; 
||t,  in  such:  cases,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall 
*ncur  with  Ifie  President  in  the  removal. 

?The  SeoAte  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 

ie  bill,  in  ^^Jdition  to  an  act.  entitled  "An  act  in 

l41ation  to  t«he  Navy  Pension  Fund."    [This  bill 

provides  for'jthe  better  regulation  of  this  fund,  the 

Manner  in  which  moneys  accruing  thereto  shall 

/•  accounted  for  by  the  officers  of  the  United 

^(ates  in  ih^  several  judicial  districts  of  the  Uni- 

|d   States ;:  and  also  contains  a  provision  for  al- 

^wing  to  a.ficers,  seamen,  and  marines,  disabled 

1  the  service,  in  cases  of  extreme  disability,  such 

\jn  increase  *jf  pension,  where  the  Commissioners 

I'  the  FunJ  may  deem  it  necessary,  as  shall  be 

ympetent  (p  their  necessary  subsistence;  provi- 

^d   the  whi)le   pension  shall  in  no  instance  ex- 

^ed    the    fill  amount   of  monthly  pay    which 

i^e  disablcdtperson  was  by  law  entitled  to  in  the 

»^id  service}] 

jThe  objeijts  of  the  bill  having  been  explained 

^  Mr.  Taiv,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 

f ported  it;' the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 

kT  a  third  jjeading.  without  opposition. 

J  A  messafJe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

Iformed  thv  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 

i^biil,  entillj-d  "An  act  in  addition  loan  act  to 

^gulate  thtj  Poot  Office  Establishment;''  also,  a 

11,  entiiledJ  "An  act  authorizing  and  requiring 

e  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  fetters  patent  to 

ndrew  Ki^tz ;''  in  which  bills  they  request  the 

ncurrencfi  of  the  Senate. 

^^The  two  ibills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 

Assed  to  thj?  second  reading. 

'.The  Semite  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 

rf|^otion  raaa-e  iheGih  instant,  for  the  appointment 

m  a  commi^itee  to  inquire   into  the  propriety  of 

^akiog  furcher  provision  concerning  the  applica- 

'jn  ofraon^^ys  appropriated  for  arming  andequip- 

ng  the  bO'Jy  oi  the  militia;  and.  having  agreed 

ereto.  Me^isrs.  Dana,  VARNUM.and  Macon,  were 

pointed  tjie  committee. 

The  Senjite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

hole,  thefconsideraiion  of  the  bill  for  the  bene- 

c  of  the  v^dow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton, 

eceased  ;  i|nd,  on   motion  by  Mr.  King,  the  fur- 

^lier  coQsiiieration  thereof  was  postponed  until 

"onday  ne^t. 

The  bill  delating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the 
U^nited  Stages  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
W  The  PRtsiDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
le  Secretairy  for  the  Department  of  War,  trans- 
[litting  ihrt  information  called  for  by  the  resolu- 
jon  of  tbe'>Senate  of  the  30ih  of  January  last; 
id  the  le|ter  and   accompanying  papers  were 
id.  j 

I  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

•  The  bill} for  refunding  to  the  Corporation  of 
""lew  York'certain  moneys  expended  by  them  in 
the  ereciioii  of  breastworks,  or  defences,  near  that 
|iiy, during  the  late  war,  was  taken  up.  A  motion 
postponSit  until  to-morrow  week  gave  rise  to 
'^  wide  div(LssioD. 

u      r 


The  motion  for  postponement  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Roberts,  Lacock,  Tavloh, 
Varndm,  and  Barry,  on  various  grounds,  redu- 
cible, however,  to  two  points  ;  first,  that  the  ex- 
pense thus  incurred  was  unauthorized  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  ought  to  be  subiecied  to  a  rigid 
scrutiny  ;  secondly,  that,  if  the  claim  was  equita- 
ble, it  ought  not  to  be  separated  from  the  general 
class  of  cases  of  equal  merit,  some  of  which  were 
included  in  a  bill  lying  on  the  table  of  the  Sen- 
ate, &.C. ;  that  it  was  improper  to  legislate  on  a 
principle  of  favoritism  on  a  particular  case. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Tait,  Daggett,  Kino,  Sanford,  and  Harper, 
on  the  ground  of  the  merits  of  (he  claim,  as  ex- 
hibited in  the  accompanying  document.*:,  and  the 
impossibility  and,  indeed,  inexpediency  of  includ- 
ing, in  any  general  provision,  the  mass  of  incon- 
gruous cases  of  indemnity  and  compensation 
claimed  from  various  parts  of  ihu  United  States, 
growing  out  ol"  ihe  late  war. 

The  motion  to  postpone  until  to-morrow  week 
was  negatived  ;  but.  subsequently,  by  general 
consent,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barry,  the  bill  was 
postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  memorial  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  jiraying  the  reimburse- 
ment of  certain  sums  advanced  and  expended  ia 
the  defence  of  the  third  military  disirici,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  were  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  ihe  Department  of  War,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  a  system 
of  navigaiioD  fur  the  United  States,  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  committee,  also  reported  a  bill 
to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for  the  United 
Slates;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  attention  of  the  committee  his  been  drawn  to 
the  policy  of  "confining  the  American  navigation  to 
American  seamen"  by  the  Meaaage  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Hlates.  Two  considerations,  distinct  in 
their  character,  arc  suggested  in  behalf  of  the  meaaure 
—  1st.  As  it  might  have  a  conciliatory  tendency  to- 
words  foreign  nations ;  and,  2dly.  As  it  would  increase 
the  independence  of  our  navigation  and  the  resourcra 
of  our  maritime  defence. 

"  An  act  for  the  regulation  oJ  the  seamen  on  board 
the  public  and  private  vessels  of  the  United  States," 
passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  181.3,  prohibits  the  em- 
ployment, as  seamen,  of  the  subjecU  or  citizens  of  any 
foreign  nation  which  shall  prohibit  the  like  emi)loyment 
of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates.  That  act  furnishes 
indispuuble  evidence  of  the  conciliatory  spirit  of  the 
national  councils;  and  a  corresponding  dispohition  on 
the  part  of  other  (Governments  only  in  wanting  to  give 
It  eflect.  The  committee,  however,  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  advance  the  independence  of  the  navigation  and 
resources  of  maritime  defence  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  for  that  purpose  submit  a  bill  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate,  'i'hat  the  nature  and  extent  of  lUs  pro- 
vuions  may  be  the  more  readily  understood,  the  foJ- 
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lowing  outline  of  the  existing  regulations  concerning 
commercial  vessels,  and  of  the  proposed  modifications, 
is  presented. 

Commercial  vessels  which  are  registered  or  enrolled 
according  to  the  existing  laws  are  denominated  ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes.  For  carrying  on  trade 
with  foreign  countries,  they  are  registered.  For  the 
coasting  trr\dc  or  fisheries  of  the  United  States,  they 
are  enrolled  and  licensed. 

Ships  or  vessels  built  within  the  United  States,  or 
captured  and  condemned  as  prize,  or  adjudged  for- 
feited for  breach  of  law,  and  belonging  wholly  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  may  be  registered  or  en- 
rolled, if  they  arc  commanded  by  citizens  either  native 
or  naturalized.  Such  vessels  are  regarded  as  belong- 
ing to  the  ports  at  or  nearest  to  which  the  managing 
owners  reside.  And  they  are  registered  or  enrolled  in 
the  offices  of  the  customs  for  the  districts  which  com- 
prehend the  respective  ports. 

When  a  vessel  is  registered,  the  ownership,  name, 
description,  and  tonnage,  being  legally  ascertained, 
are  stated  distinctly,  with  the  name  of  the  master,  and 
entered  in  some  proper  book  for  a  record  or  registry  to 
be  kept  by  the  collector  of  the  customs.  A  certificate 
of  such  registry  is  issued  as  evidence  of  ownership  to 
accompany  the  vessel.  In  addition  to  the  seal  and 
signature  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  It  is  attested  under  the  seal  of  the  collector  with 
his  signature,  and  is  countersigned  by  the  naval  offi- 
cer or  surveyor,  where  there  is  such  an  officer,  for  the 
port  to  which  the  vessel  belongs.  And  a  copy  is 
transmitted  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

The  certificate  of  registry  for  a  vessel  to  be  em- 
ployed in  foreign  voyages  may  continue  in  force  so 
long  as  the  ownership  continues  the  same.  On  a 
change  of  property,  if  purchased  by  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  the  vessel  is  registered  anew.  When 
the  master  is  changed,  the  collector  of  the  customs  is 
authorized  to  endorse  a  memorandum  of  such  change 
on  the  certificate  of  registry. 

The  requisites  for  this  important  document  are  pre- 
scribed in  the  act  of  the  3l8t  of  December,  1792,  enti- 
tled "An  act  concerning  the  registering  and  recording 
of  ships  or  vessels."  And  various  provisions  in  the 
same  act  were  adapted  to  guard  the  interest  of  ship- 
builders and  ship-owners  of  the  United  States  against 
the  intrusions  or  impositions  of  foreigners. 

In  relation  to  vessels  of  twenty  tons  or  upwards 
which  may  be  enrolled,  the  same  qualifications  and 
requisites  are  prescribed,  and  similar  guards  against 
abuses  are  provided  in  the  act  of  the  18th  February, 
1793,  entitled  "An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade 
and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  game.''  A  certi- 
ficate of  enrolment,  which  is  issued  for  a  coasting  or 
fishing  vessel  of  the  United  States,  is  strictly  analogous 
to  the  certificate  of  registry  for  a  merchant  vessel. 
The  documents  contain  similar  statements  respecting 
the  vessels  and  the  titles  of  the  owners,  and  arc  au- 
thenticated in  the  same  manner. 

Vessels  of  less  than  twenty  tons  arc  licensed,  with- 
out being  enrolled,  according  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of 
February,  1793.  And  the  duty  of  tonnage  on  a 
licensed  vessel  is  payable  once  in  a  year.  A  license 
is  issued  from  the  otfice  of  the  customs  for  the  vessel 
to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  or  the  whale 
fishery  or  cod  fishery.  It  may  be  in  force  for  one  year, 
and  IS  given  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  collector, 
who  is  required  to  make  a  record  of  such  licenses,  and 


transmit  copies  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury.  That 
the  privileges  appertaining  to  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States  in  the  coasting  trade  or  fisheries  may  be 
fully  enjoyed,  the  same  law  requires  enrolled  vessels  to 
have  licenses. 

As  the  act  of  the  thirty-first  of  December,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  has  provided  that  the  privile- 
ges appertaining  to  registered  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States  shall  not  continue  to  be  enjoyed  longer 
than  they  continue  to  be  commanded  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  it  has,  in  effect,  required  every  such 
vessel  to  have  one  citizen  on  board  as  master  or  com- 
mander. And  the  same  requisite  is  included  in  the 
act  of  the  eighteenth  of  February,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-three,  for  enrolling  or  licensing  ships  or 
vessels.  These  acts  contain  the  principal  regulations 
(or  commercial  shipping.  There  are  no  laws  in  oper- 
ation which  require  any  more  of  the  citizens  to  be 
employed  for  navigating  the  vessels  in  foreign  trade  or 
in  the  coasting  trade  or  fisheries.  There  is  no  act  of 
Congress  which  requires  the  subordinate  officers,  or 
any  part  of  the  crew  on  board  any  vessel  whatever,  to 
be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

On  examination  it  appears  that  systematic  regula- 
tions, concerning  the  ownership  of  vessels,  were  estab- 
lished by  the  registering  act  of  December,  1792,  and 
the  enrolling  and  licensing  act  of  February,  1793. 
But  the  United  States  have  remained  to  this  day  with- 
out a  navigation  act  for  each  branch  of  their  com- 
merce. 

As  it  concerns  the  maritime  interests  of  the  United 
States,  therefore,  it  is  of  importance  to  establish  a  pol- 
icy requiring  the  commercial  vessels  of  the  United 
States  to  be  navigated  principally  by  mariners  of  the 
country.  With  this  view,  it  is  considered  proper  to 
allow  the  pn'vileges  of  American  character  to  none  but 
vessels  navigated  by  American  mariners  as  the  law 
may  require;  to  provide  for  ascertaining  who  shall  be 
regarded  as  such  mariners;  and  to  make  it  requisite 
for  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  have  documents  on 
board  as  evidence  of  being  so  navigated. 

That  the  policy  may  be  carried  into  effect  without 
inconvenience,  various  particulars  in  a  system  of  navi- 
gation must  correspond  to  existing  laws  respecting  the 
collection  of  duties,  the  ownership  of  vessels,  or  the 
government  of  persons  in  the  merchant  service  or  fish- 
eries. Several  regulations  similar  to  those  already  in 
force  are  proposed  to  be  incorporated. 

The  documents  for  vessels  sailing  on  foreign  voy- 
ages may  supersede  the  use  of  any  other  certificates  of 
citizenship  for  persons  employed  in  navigating  them. 
And  it  is  proposed  to  repeal  the  section  of  the  act  of 
May,  1796,  which  has  authorized  the  collectors  to  de- 
liver certificates  to  individual  mariners.  Abuses  which 
are  known  to  have  prevailed  in  relation  to  such  certi- 
ficates may  be  avoided  by  requiring  proper  documents 
to  accompany  the  vessels. 


Statement  of  tho  whole  number  of  seamen  annually 
registered  as  American,  under  the  act  of  the  28th  of 
May,  1796;  being  an  "  abstract  of  seamen  registered 
in  the  several  custom-houses  of  the  United  Statee, 
according  to  returns  made  to  the  Department  of 
State,"  as  contained  in  a  report  made  to  the  Senate, 
dated  the  19th  of  February,  1813. 

For  the  three  last  quar- 
ters of  the  year        -         1796  -  -  •<,849 
For  the  years        -         -          1797  -  -  9,021 

1798  -  -  7,031 
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?r  the  yearal 
I 
i 


i 


1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 


6,514 

3,390 

6,917 

891 

10,724 
6,822 

10,722 
9,900 
7,937 
1,121 
9,170 
3,668 
4,828 
3,252 


Whol^  number  returned  as  registered      106,757 

_  _  »  —  ■         —  -■ 

15  Remark.-hhe  report  of  the  19th  of  February,  1813, 
f':>m  the  Secretary  of  State,  contains  the  following  rc- 
l^ark :  "  It  rtay  be  'proper  to  observe,  that  from  the 
U^ficiency  ofjreturns  it  is  to  be  reasonably  inferred  that 
b'^e  number  cj^  seamen  actually  enregistcred  in  the  Uni- 
^#J  States,  during  the  period  embraced  by  this  report, 
cceeds  that5iow  stated  by  one-third. 


'  Ir^aletnent  of  the  number  of  naturalized  persona  an- 
\tnually  reuistered  as  American  seamen,  under  the 
i;  act  of  the  \sih  of  May,  1796,  according  to  a  report 

:  41  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Senate,  dated  the 
'■   6ih  of  January,  1813. 

n  the  threw  lost  quarters 
oftheyeari- 
f^-'or  the  year«;  -         -         - 


Namb4r  returned  as  naturalized 


1796 

70 

1797 

165 

1798 

III 

1799 

95 

1800 

54 

1801 

48 

1802 

20 

1803 

140 

1804 

124 

1805 

68 

1806 

70 

1807 

71 

1808 

55 

1809 

214 

1810 

147 

1811 

39 

1812 

33 

uralized  - 

•   1,530 

Remark.-^ln  relation  to  the  returns  of  persons  bom 
I  Q  foreign  ci^ntries  who  have  been  legally  naturalized 
I  (I  the  L'nitt)!  States,  and  registered  as  American  sea- 
l  lien,  in  the 'report  of  the  6th  of  January,  1813,  it  is 
)  Observed  :  "^Fhose  for  1811  and  1812,  above  stated,  are 
ryot  completi." 

u  ^  — 

.^  Yheasiht  Depahtmixt,  Tan.  28,  1816. 

f*  8ih:  Permit  me  to  answer  your  inquiries,  relative 
1^0  the  amouit  of  .American  tonnage,  and  the  number 
•|«f  seamen,  -Americans  and  foreigners,  employed  in  the 
t  jaerchant  s(inice,  by  communicating  a  copy  of  the  let- 
l4er,  which  |  have  addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
|lJommittec  If  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
Vlesentativcsl  upon  the  same  subject.  I  have,  &c. 
M  >  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

J  J    Hon.  W.%V.  BiDB, 

Cha^jiian  Com.  Foreign  Relations. 


TmAsr«T  Defihtkiiht,  Jan.  26,  mm. 

Sim;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  requesting,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  information  upon  the  following 
subjects : 

1.  The  amount  of  American  tonnage. 

2.  The  number  of  seamen  required  for  the  naviga* 
tion  of  .American  vessels. 

3.  The  number  of  .\merican  seamen,  either  native 
or  naturalized. 

4.  The  number  of  foreign  seamen  now  employed  in 
the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States. 

I.  The  annual  statement  of  the  amount  of  .American 
tonnage,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1814,  which  wai 
recently  laid  before  Congress,  exhibits  an  aggregate  of 
1,159,208  80-95  tons,  as  included  in  the  returns  made 
to  this  Department,  by  the  collectors  of  the  customs; 
but  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  letter  of  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Treasury,  accompanying  that  statement,  the 
actual  amount  ought  not  to  be  estimated,  on  the  30th 
of  December,  1814,  at  more  than  1,029,281  86-95  tons. 

By  an  estimate  formed  from  the  returns  of  the  col- 
lectors, to  the  30th  of  September,  1815,  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  tonnage,  included  in  the  returns,  wilt 
be  1.363,758  <i2-95  tons;  but  this  amount  is  liable  to 
a  deduction,  similar  to  that  al>ovrmentioned,  and  the 
tonnage  of  American  vessels  actually  employed,  at  the 
last  period,  may  be  estimated  at  about  1,217,000  tons, 
divided  in  the  following  manner : 
.American     tonnage     employed     in    foreign 

trade,  about 840,000 

Do.  in  the  coasting  trade,  about          •    '     •      350,000 
Do.  m  the  fisheries 27,000 


Tons 


-   1,217,000 


II.  The  number  of  seamen  required  for  the  naviga- 
lion  of  American  vessels  may  be  computed  from  the 
crews  which  they  usually  ship,  including  officers  and 
boyf,  at  an  average  of  nearly  six  for  every  hundred 
tons  employed  in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade,  and 
of  about  eight  for  every  hundred  Ions  employed  in  the 
fisheries.  This  computation  will  place  the  whole  num- 
ber of  seamen,  required  for  the  navigation  of  American 
vessels,  at  about  70,000. 

Ill  and  IV'.  The  number  of  American  seamen,  na- 
tive or  naturalized  citizens,  and  the  number  of  foreign 
seamen,  who  are  employed  in  the  merchant  service  of 
the  United  States,  cannot  be  ascertained  from  any  doc- 
uments in  the  Treasury  Department.  It  is  belierrd, 
indeed,  that  there  does  not  exist,  anywhere,  the  means 
of  classing  the  seamen  according  to  that  discrimina- 
tion ;  nor  of  ascertaining  their  number,  except  in  the 
general  mode  of  computation,  which  has  been  adopted 
upon  the  present  occasion.  The  acts  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  American  seamen  provide  that  the  col- 
lector of  every  district  shall  keep  a  book,  in  which, 
at  the  request  of  any  seaman,  being  a  citizen  of  the 
I  nited  States,  and  producing  proof  of  his  citizenship 
authenticated  in  a  manner  which  the  act  has  omitted 
to  define,  he  shall  enter  the  name  of  the  applicant ; 
and  that  each  collector  shall  return  a  list  of  the  seamen 
so  registered,  o.nce  every  three  months,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  is  required  to  lay  before  Congrew 
an  annual  statement  of  the  returns.  It  is  also  pro- 
vided that,  before  a  clearance  be  granted  to  any  vessel 
bound  on  a  for<eign  vorage,  the  master  shall  deliver  to 
the  collector  of  the  customs  a  list  containing,  as  far  as 
he  can  ascertain,  the  names,  places  of  birth,  and  re«- 


March,  1816. 


Proceedings. 


Senate. 


dence,  and  a  description  of  the  persons  who  compose 
his  ship's  company,  for  whom  he  is  l>ound  to  account 
upon  his  return  to  the  United  States.  But  experience 
has  shown  that  neither  the  register,  which  only  in- 
cludes the  names  of  citizens  who  themselves  request 
to  be  registered,  nor  the  crew  lists  furnished  by  the 
masters  of  vessels  employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  upon 
general  information,  atTord  a  satisfactory  test  to  dis- 
tinguish the  native  from  the  naturalized  seamen,  nor 
even  to  distinguish  the  citizen  from  the  alien  ;  and  that 
neither  can  be  reUed  on  to  establish  the  aggregate 
number  of  seamen  employed  in  the  merchant  aervice. 
In  the  year  1807  an  attempt  was  made  to  estimate 
the  proportion  of  foreign  to  American  seamen  on  board 
of  American  vessels;  but  the  basis  of  the  estimate  was 
too  unsettled  and  hypothetical  to  command  confidence 
in  the  result.  It  was  then  supposed  that  nearly  the 
•ixth  o(  the  whole  number  of  seamen  employed  in  nav- 
igating  American  vessels  were  foreign  seumen,  and 
more  particularly,  that  of  the  number  of  seamen  em- 
ployed in  the  foreign  trade,  at  least  one-fourth  were 
foreigners.  There  are  reasons  to  presume  that  the 
proportion  of  foreign  to  American  seamen  is  less  at 
this  time  than  it  was  in  the  year  1807,  and  that  it  will  I 
become  less  sliil,  as  the  nations  of  Europe,  m  conse- 
quence of  the  general  peace,  become  more  and  more 
the  carriers  of  their  own  imports  and  exports. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  J.  DALL.AS. 


Friday.  March  S. 

Mr.  Varmm,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  so  as  to  regulate  the 
mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in  Congress 
and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
thereof,  reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee   to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  incorpo- 
rating the  subscribers  to  the  Orphan  Asylum  of 
the  City  of  Washington  ;  and  the  bill  was  read 
and  pa'^sed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  lime  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

The  resolution  to  amend  the  Constiluiion  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  subject  to  removal 
from  office  ihc  judges  of  all  the  courts  thereof, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  regulating  the 
Post  Office  Establishment,  respecting  the  com- 
pensation of  postmasters,  and  to  allow  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  the  privilege  of  franking  during 
the  recess,  was  read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Messrs.  Wilson.  Rob- 
erts. Morrow.  Chace.  and  Thompson,  were 
appointed  the  commiltee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  and  re- 
quiring the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  pat- 
ent to  Andrew  Kurtz,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  lo  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Wil- 
80N,  and  Brown,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Mr.  GoLDSBORODGH  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Naval  Committee,  whether  it  is  expedient  and 
proper  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause 
a  fair  valuation  to  be  made  of  the  ship  of  war,  "  The 
Cyane,"  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  stores,  (according  to 
the  customary  mode  in  such  case.*,)  and  to  pay  to  the 
captors  the  whole  amount  of  such  valuation  ;  and  that 
they  make  report  thereon. 

Mr.  HcNTER,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
was-  referred  the  bill  providing  for  the  publication 
of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  •*An 
act  making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Willia.m3,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  a  bill  to  provide  a  law  library  for  the  use 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

[This  bill  proposes  the  appropriation  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  law  books  to 
compose  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme 
Court.] 

After  some  desultory  debate  on  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  details  of  this  bill,  between  Messrs. 
Talbot,  Sanpord.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  WiLSON.the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,"  was 
read  a  third  lime,  and  the  blank  having  been 
filled  with  '•  three  hundred."  the  bill  was  amended 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fuod." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the  ol- 
ficers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Conti- 
nental Establishment,  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  comraitiee  to  wbooa 
was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims 
of  the  officers  and  solders  of  the  Virginia  line,  on 
State  and  Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty 
lands,  was  also  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  inderanifica- 
tion  of  certain  claimants  to  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

This  bill  proposes,  in  its  first  section,  to  extend 
the  time  for  filing  releases  by  claimants  ;  and  in 
the  second  regulates  the  manner  in  which  the 
claims  of  the  representatives  of  deceased  persons 
shall  be  substantiated,  (Sec. 

The  latter  section  was  struck  out,  in  pursuance 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  select  committee, 
the  grouud  of  which  recommendation  was  ex- 
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Taylor,  to  be  ihe  inlerfereDce  of 
th  the  peculiar  powers  of  State 


lilained  byMr.  T 
jihis  provK-f)Q  wi 

|*overnmeris  and  courts,  in  relation   lo  descents 
laDd  the  dujribution  of  estates. 
r  5   Thus  aniended,  the  bill  was,  without  opposition, 
Ordered  to  f>e  engrossed  for  a  ttiird  reading. 

^  C^SE  OF  GEORGE  ROSSIER. 

•'  The  biiljfor  the  relief  of  George  Rossier  was 
jhen  takenjup.  The  bill  proposes  to  indemnify 
jhe  above  Earned  person  for  the  loss  of  two  Trea- 
sury Dotesi;f  a  thousand  dollars  transmitted  by 
>inail.  on  th;.*  exhibition  of  sufficient  evidence  that 
file  same  !jRve  not  been  paid  or  funded,  and  on 
giving  sec»iruy  to  indemnify  the  United  States 
(rom  loss  f,^m  their  future  appearance. 
;  Messrs  STANFORD  and  Daggett  supported  this 
*^ill.     Mr.  5t.OBERr3  suggested,  as  aground  of  op- 

t|>osition  toiihe  bill,  that  this  was  a  case  >tanding 
tn   the  san^   footing  as  other  cases  of  losses  by 
g(he  mail,  ht  which  the  United  States  could  not 
•'|.e  expectej  to  be  liable.     To   which  Mr.  San- 
|roRD  replit*J,  showing  the  distinction,  and  addu- 
^  llmg  analo^us  cases  to  show  not  only  the  equity, 
•;  Kut  the   pr^jcedents  of  such  a  course  as  that  pro- 
l  fyosed  by  lire  bill. 

i  [t   For   the  jpurpose  of  further  consideration,  the 
liill  was   ptitponed  to  Tuesday. 

**         CL.Alil  OF  COLONEL  THOMPSON. 

The  Senite  took  up  the  bill,  reported  by  a  select 
ommittee.^or  the  relief  of  John  Thompson.     The 
ill  proposes  to  allow  to  Colonel  Thompson  in- 
terest on  a  f  laim  for  Revolutionary  services,  the 
principal  o^  which  was  granted  to  him  by  an  act 
'li  Congres,  in  1812. 

,>   Some  investigation  took  place  on  the  merit  of 
the  claim,  ^hich  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Rob- 
-  RT8  and  FiicMENTiN.and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
•NER,  Daggett,  Macon,  King,  Ma- 
ampshire,  and  Taylor. 
*   U  the  cjiim  was  just,  as  Congress  had  here- 
fore  decided,   it   was   said,   it  ought   to  be  al- 
wed  in  i|ill ;  and  such,  it  was  argued,  was  the 
tenlion  Of  the   Congress,  but  not  the  construc- 
fion  at  the'Treasury,  in  the  act  which  did  pass. 
0n  the  othf  r  hand  it  was  said,  that  an  allowance 
fy  any  Coi^ress  to  any  claimant,  ought  to  be  con- 
i^idered  aslin  full,  and  conclusive  of  what  was 
'(ustly  due ;  and  iu  this  case  it  was  moreover  said, 
rtiat  the  cl^im  itseif  had  been  of  a  doubtful  char- 
icter,  haviikg  been  rejected  more  than  once  before 
p  at  last  succeeded.     To  which  it  was  replied, 
'Resides  del^nding  the  justice  of  the  claim,  that 
iie  former  jlecision  of  Congress  in  its  favor  pre- 
/^uded  tha^question. 

^  Tlie  que^ion  was  taken,  after  much  debate,  on 
ordering  th^  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
^g,  and  detided  in  the  negative — yeas  5,  nays  15, 
*3  follows :% 

<  Yeas — M^ssrf.  Chace,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Sanford, 

^d  'I'ait.       L 

9  Nat8 — Messrs.  Gondii,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard, 
»old«boroug^,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
lampbhire,  fCuggleii,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Var- 
^^axn,  Well*,  Wiliiaaia,  and  Wilson. 

I 
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Monday,  March  11. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Ferdi- 
nando  Fairfax,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  oppos- 
ing the  extension  of  the  patent  of  the  late  Robert 
Fulton,  as  the  inventor  of  a  method  of  navigating 
vessels  by  the  ajency  of  fire  and  steam,  as  prayed 
for  by  Harriet  Fulton,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
memorial  J  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Radcliff  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  the  payment  of  certain  debentures,  which 
has  been  suspended  by  order  of  the  Trea>ury  De- 
partment of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Sanford.  Bkown,  and 
Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,  praying  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial  ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  submitted  the  following  motioa 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lo  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  proviiion  for  altering 
the  location  of  the  road  laid  out  from  the  fool  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  river  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Gonnecticul  Reserve,  so  that  the  said 
road  may  pass  through  the  reservation  of  two  miles 
square  on  the  Sandusky  river  ;  and  also,  whether  any 
and  what  further  provisions  are  necessary  to  be  made 
for  the  surveying  and  sale  of  the  public  laudii  adjoining 
on  the  aforesaid  road. 

The  bill  incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the 
Orphan  Asylum  of  the  City  of  Washington,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  change  the  mode  of 
compensation  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Delegates  from 
Territories;"  also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  ac:  for  the 
relief  of  Gustavus  Loomi.*;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  STATta: 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  ; 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  statement  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  8tates,  according  to  the  latest  returns  re- 
ceived by  the  Department  of  War. 

J.\MES  M.\DISON. 

MimcH  9,  181G. 

The  Message  and  statement  were  read. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war.  was  taken  up ;  and,  the  ques- 
tion being  about  to  be  put  whether  it  should  be 
read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  WiLHON  announced  his  intention  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  by  introducing  a  nrovi- 
sion  which  he  understood  had  failed  in  the  House 
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of  Representatives,  but  which,  in  his  opinion, 
public  justice,  gratitude,  and  feeling  required  to  be 
adopted.  He  then  read  the  sketch  of  a  new  sec- 
tion to  allow  donations  of  land,  in  proportion  to 
their  rank,  to  the  officers  deranged  by  the  laie 
reduction  of  the  Army.  To  ascertain  whether 
the  Senate  would  be  willing  to  receive  an  amend- 
ment of  this  character,  he  moved  to  postpone  the 
bill  till  to-morrow.  The  postponement  was  agreed 
to. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  to  establish 
a  Law  Library  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  for 
the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
There  was  some  debate  on  this  subject,  not  in 
opposition  to  the  provision  of  law  books  for  the 
purpose  designated  as  well  as  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress, but  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  so  much  thereof  as  pro- 
poses to  place  the  law  books  to  be  purchased  in 
an  apartment  separate  from  the  general  library  ; 
which  was  negatived.  13  to  S. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  [The 
appropriation  proposed  in  the  bill  to  be  applied 
to  its  object  at  this  lime  is  five  thousand  dollars.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  Forbes,  which 
came  from  the  Representative  Hall,  was  next  con- 
sidered ;  and  after  a  due  explanation  by  Mr.  Hon- 
ter  of  its  object,  (to  auihurize  a  settlement  of 
Mr.  Forbes's  account  for  interest  and  difference 
of  exchange  of  money  paid  in  Europe  for  the  sup- 
port of  distressed  seamen*  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia 
(respecting  the  introduction  of  slaves  from  adjoin- 
ing States")  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  post- 
poned to  Friday. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  the  representatives  of  Ignace  De- 
lino;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
7th  instant,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  publication  of  the 
decisions  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  was  considered,  amended,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  [The  bill  pro- 
poses to  allow  to  a  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, provided  the  said  decisions  be  published 
within  six  months  after  the  adjournment  each 
year,  and  fifty  copies  thereof  delivered  free  of 
charge  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  distributed 
as  prescribed  by  the  bill.] 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  dividing  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia into  two  judicial  districts  ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Lacock,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,   the   consideration  of  the  resolution   to 


amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  judges  of  all  the  courts  thereof  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  removal  from  office;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Lacock,  on  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  .Monday  next. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory."  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  blank  for  the  day  to  which  the  time  for 
filing  releases  is  extended,  was,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  filled  with  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next. 

The  blank  for  the  additional  compensation  to 
each  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust 
these  claims,  and  to  the  secretary  of  the  board, 
in  consideration  of  the  further  services  required 
of  them,  was  next  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  Taylor,  after  a  compliment  to  the  talent, 
assiduity,  and  integrity  of  the  board,  as  calling  for 
a  compensation  larger  than  they  had  hitherto 
been  allowed,  and  more  adequate  to  the  services 
rendered  by  them,  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$1,500;  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

And  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed  and 
sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

FULTON'S  PATENT. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  was  next  taken 
up: 

Mr.  King  proposed  to  postpone  it  to  Wednes- 
day;  Mr.  Roberts  to  recommit  it. 

in  the  little  debate  which  took  place,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts referred  to  the  memorial  this  morning  pre- 
sented, as  affording  a  reason  why  the  bill  should 
not  pass,  or  at  least  should  receive  reconsidera- 
tion in  committee;  he  also  incidentally  remarked 
that  there  was  no  such  evidence  of  cost  in  per- 
fecting the  invention,  or  want  of  profit  from  the 
use  ot  it,  as  would  support  the  claim  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  patent,  &c.  To  which  Mr.  King 
replied,  that  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the 
original  patent  was  one  wholly  of  a  judicial  na- 
ture ;  It  was  one  in  regard  to  which  Congress 
could  neither  take  away  or  confer  privileges — 
the  bill  could  extend  no  rights  not  vested  by  the 
patent,  dec,  and  all  questions  arising  out  of  the 
priority  of  invention,  dec.  belonged  and  must  re- 
main with  the  courts  of  justice.  Mr.  Wilson 
favored  commitment,  though  favorable  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  patent. 

Mr.  King  having  withdrawn  his  motion  for 
postponement,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to 
Messrs.  King,  Morrow.  Daggett,  Chace,  and 
Roberts. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  amendment  proposed  to  the  Constitution, 
requiring  the  election  ol  Electors  and  Represent- 
atives of  Congress  to  be  made  in  all  the  States 
by  districts,  was  taken  up  ;  and  thequestion  stated 
on  ordering  it  to  a  third  readiag. 

Mr.  Lacock  expressed  his  surprise  that  a  pro- 
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,^ition  for  at^iending  the  Constitution  should  be 
fSghtly  trea^d  as  not  to  have  had  a  day  assigned 
Its  discus|ion.     He  thought  it  required  naore 
beratioQ  ;  and  therefore  moved  to  postpone  it 
y«  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 
Jlr.  Uana  professed  his  readiness  to  vole  on 
i  ^  question  4t  once,  with  the  hope  that  the  pro- 
p»  jiuon  wou'J  be  rejected.     It  seemed  to  him  to 
!jntroduciD«  a  sort  of  bed  of  Procrustes,  to  de- 
e  that.  be(4iuse  it  was  convenient  for  one  State 
leci  lis  Ejectors  and  Representatives   by  dis- 
t.s,  all   lht¥  other    States,  convenient    or    not, 
Id  be  cortlpelled  to  do  the  same, 
'ithout  further  debate,  the  postponement  was 
feed  to 
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'TcESDAY.  March  12. 

tir.  Tait,  ijrom  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
C^<.  to  whori  the  ^ubject  was  referred,  reported 
ak^JI  respecliiig  the  late  officers  and  crew  of  the 
'^'")p  of  war  Wasp;  and   the  bill  was  read  and 

sed  to  the  lecond  reading. 

rhe   Senai^  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  the 

•owing   rehi)lution,  yesterday    moved   by  Mr. 


itl  jtion  01  ^  

of  ^hc    Miami  /river   and   Lake   Erie  to  the  western 

idary  ol"  th«  Connecticut  Reserve,  so  that  the  said 

.  may   pa«<  through  the  reservation  of  two  miles 

^re  on  the  S^andusky  river  ;  and  also  whether  any 

All*  what  funhfr  provisions  are  necessary  to  be  made 

■So.  a^he  survey  irv  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  adjoining 

Ol    Ihe  aforesai(|  road. 

JTu-  ! 

Tnis   question  gave  rise   to  some  discussion. 

\  i  King  mofed  to  refer  the  resolve  to  the  Com- 
«  ;j|sioner  of  i*»ie  General  Land  Office,  to  consid- 
ei^nd   repor«  thereon.     This  motion  was  sup- 
pl|.ed  by  hinoiself,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ruo- 
Hs,  MoRRO*-,  Tait,  and  Taylor;  the  field  of 
late  of  course  very  limited,  the  question  being 
tjtf  as  to  the  mode  of  making  an  inquiry.     The 
|2ion  of  Mr.iKiNG  was  negatived. 
I'he   resolv^.  as   above,  was   agreed    to;  and 
hsrs.  Rlcg^es,  King,  and  Morrow, appointed 
[■mmiitee  akrcordingly. 
phe  bill  enJtIed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gus- 
4ai\is  Loorais.r  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
yd  to  the  (jommittee  on  Military  Affairs, 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
i'orbes,"  WIS  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
In  motion,  py  Mr.  Robebts,  the  memorial  of 
yinando  t'jiirfax,  presented  the  llth  instant, 
referred  ^  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
^d  the  billffor  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
kJren  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  to  consider 
[report  ihefeon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

messageifrom  the  House  of  Representa- 
inlormedJthe  Senate  that  the  House  have 
pa  ^"d  the  bill  tniuled  "An  act  to  extend  certain 
Jpt  #leges,  as  jiherein  mentioned,  to  Bernard 
Ji.|[^e  Verjon/'  with  amendments;  m  which 
Ij;  ^  request  thje  concurrence  of  the  Senate  ;  and 
th^  they  haveialso  pas.sed  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act 
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for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Wirt;''  io  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Holker,  formerly  Consul  General 
of  France  to  the  United  Slates ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  certain  priv- 
ileges, as  therein  mentioned,  to  Bernard  Edme 
Verjon."  Whereupon, 
Resolted,  That  they  concur  therein. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  ''An  act  making  further  provision  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Rugglks, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  law  library  at  the  seat 
of  Government,  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
the  blank  filled  with  "two  thousand." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  concerning  the  library  of  Con- 
gress." 

The  bill  providing  for  the  publication  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Stales  was  read  a  thirJiime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  M.  Ro.ssier  (in  the 
case  of  lost  Treasury  notes)  was  further  consid- 
ered, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  after  debate, 
by  a  vote  of  15  to  11. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Female  Orphan  Asylum  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, was  taken  up.     Its  benevolent  objects  were 
explained,  its  utiiity  warmly  anticipated,  and  the 
motives  of  its  instilutors  justly  viewed   by  Mr. 
Roberts.     No  further  debate  took  place,  except 
a  question   by  Mr.  Wilso.n  as  to  the  number  of 
children  now  fostered  by  it;  to  which  Mr.  Rob- 
erts replied  that  the  present  number  was  seven. 
On  the  question  to  engross  the  bill  for  a  third 
reading,  there  were  for  the  bill  12,  against  it  12. 
The   President  (Mr.  Gaillard)  voting  in   the 
affirmative,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossf'd 
for  a  third  reading. 

COMPENSATION  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
chanp  me  mode  of  compensation  of  the  Sena- 
tors, Delegates,  and  Representatives  m  Congress, 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

Mr.  Tavlor  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee ol  Finance. 

Mr.  Bibb  opposed  the  reference.  The  prin- 
ciples embraced  in  the  bill  were  not.  he  said, 
of  a  complicated  nature,  but  such  as  might  be 
determined  without  the  formality  of  a  reference 
to  a  commitiee.  He  confessed,  that  the  bill  wa.s 
not  exactly  in  tlie  shape  which  he  should  pre- 
ter;  but.  as  he  ihought  it  had  decided  advan. 
tages  over  the  present  system  and  rate  of  com, 
pensation.  he  should  vote  for  it  as  it  stood,  anj 
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against  any  amendment  which  should  be  pro- 
posed. He  should  vote  against  any  amendment, 
he  said,  because  of  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  the 
subject;  and  considering  that  the  bill  had  been 
proposed  by  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives,  so 
much  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, he  was  unwilling  to  have  any  controversy 
with  that  House  about  it.  Amendments  might 
hereafter  be  made  by  a  supplementary  bill,  if 
found  necessary  in  the  course  of  the  operation  of 
the  system. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  that  the  course  which  be 
bad  proposed,  was  not  different  from  that  gene- 
rally given  to  every  bill  coming  from  the  House. 
Il  was  the  proper  course  to  tw  pursued,  for  a 
variety  of  reasons:  Suppose  the  salaries  of  other 
officers  of  the  Government  should  be  thought  in- 
competent, the  Committee  of  Finance  might  pro- 
pose amendments  to  the  bill  calculated  also  to 
include  them ;  for,  he  intimated,  the  passage 
of  a  bill  to  compensate  ourselves  alone,  seemed 
to  be  too  close  an  ybservanceof  the  old  but  pithy 
adage,  charity  begins  at  home.  Our  foreign 
Ministers,  he  said,  received,  besides  their  outfit,  a 
salary  of  nine  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  them 
to  make  a  display  abroad  :  it  would  seem,  by  the 
distinction  m  favor  of  foreign  Ministers,  in  this 
respect,  as  if  Congress  did  not  care  what  appear- 
ance our  great  officers  of  the  Government  ex- 
hibited at  home,  under  our  own  eyes.  Mr.  T. 
said,  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  increase  of  com- 
pensation of  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  and 
should  vote  for  this  bill,  if  so  altered  as  to  make 
the  compensation  compatible  with  the  reasons 
upon  which  the  proposed  increase  was  obviously 
founded.  In  order  to  let  the  people  know  that 
their  interests  were  consulted  as  much,  where  we 
are  concerned,  said  he.  as  in  other  cases,  I  wish 
the  bill  to  lake  the  u^ual  course  of  reference  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  there  was  certainly  something 
due  to  the  delicacy  of  sentiment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  which  had  induced 
him  to  make  this  motion.  It  being  at  all  times  a 
matter  of  delicacy  to  act  on  'juestions  concerning 
our  owu  compensation.  Mr.  D.  said,  he  did  not 
wonder  that,  in  his  anxiety  to  avoid  error  on 
the  one  side,  he  should  bend  over  too  far  in  the 
other  direction.  In  reference  to  the  laws  here- 
tofore passed  on  these  subjects,  he  said,  he  found 
it  had  not  been  thought  at  all  necessary  to 
combine  the  compensation  of  Executive  and 
Legislative  officers ;  nor  did  he  see  why  the 
members  of  Congress  should  measure  their  com- 
pensation by  that  of  other  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment. This  question  was  one  separate  and  dis- 
tinct ;  it  was  a  question  of  its  own  character,  he 
said,  and  ought  to  stand  alone.  He  was,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  commitment  in  order  to  amend 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Campbell  said,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  he  was  not  aware  that  that 
Committee  could  give  any  information  to  the 
Senate  on  liie  subject  of  this  bill,  which  would 
enable  it  to  act  better  than  they  could  without  it. 
The  principle  of  the  bill,  he  said,  was  a  naked 


one,  whether  the  compensation  of  the  members 
should  or  should  not  be  increased  ;  the  question 
in  relation  to  the  manner  of  compensation  was 
also  a  single  question.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  felt  in  so 
great  a  degree  the  delicacy  which  had  been  ad- 
verted to,  that  he  would  not  say  much  on  this 
subject.  As  to  the  argument  that  the  salaries  of 
some  other  officers  of  Government  require  an 
increase,  he  was  not  disposed  to  deny  the  fact ; 
but,  in  addition  to  the  reply  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  connect  that  question  with  the  one 
now  before  the  Senate,  he  said,  the  salaries  of 
those  officers  had  been  raised  since  the  compen- 
sation of  the  members  of  Congress  had  been 
fixed.  Mr.  C  did  not  profess  himself  to  be  an 
advocate  for  the  manner  of  compensation  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  ;  he  had  serious  doubts  on  the 
subject ;  but  he  thought  proper  to  state,  that  this 
measure,  having  been  adopted  by  the  other  House, 
which  is  considered  generally  as  immediately  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  for  its  acts,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  which  pride  themselves  on  being  the 
purse-holders  of  the  nation,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  ihis  House  was  relieved  from  the  necessity 
of  probing  the  subject  as  closely  as  it  might 
otherwise  be  proper.  Not,  he  said,  that  he  thought 
that  the  Senate  was  at  all  bound  by  their  vote,  but 
in  this  respect  the  other  House  was  at  least  as 
responsible  as  this.  The  present  compensation 
to  the  members  of  Congress,  he  was  convinced, 
was  entirely  too  low,  if  it  was  intended  that  they 
should  have  a  compensation  anything,  like  com- 
petent to  pay  iheir  necessary  expenses.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  reference  altogether;  if  commit- 
ted, he  hoped  it  would  be  to  another  committee 
than  that  which  had  been  named. 

Mr.  Daggett  said,  the  question  embraced  by 
this  bill  was  one  which  he  should  be  always  dis- 
j  posed  to  leave  with  the  other  house.  He  would 
I  not  interfere,  he  said,  to  prevent  that  compensa- 
tion which  they  should  deem  adequate  to  their 
services.  He  felt  no  reluctance  in  contending, 
and  contending  earnestly,  with  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  questions  such  as  that  of  the 
extent  of  the  treaty-making  power,  the  expedi- 
ency and  amount  ol  a  land-tax;  indeed,  on  any 
question  of  a  general  nature;  but,  he  said,  there 
was  an  innate  delicacy  in  the  Senate's  undertak- 
ing to  say  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  not  have  a  sort  of  control  over  ques- 
tions like  this.  He  was,  therefore,  disposed  to 
take  a  bill  of  this  nature,  and  pass  it  as  toon  as, 
according  to  the  forms  of  tlie  House,  it  could  be 
done,  and  to  have  little  said  about  it.  If  they 
had  even  increased  the  compensation  still  further, 
or  if  they  had  thought  fit  to  diminish  it.  he  should 
not  have  thought  it  necessary,  for  his  part,  to  say 
a  word  about  it. 

Mr.  Maco.n  did  not  consider  this  as  a  question 
of  compensation.  The  question  now  to  be  con- 
sidered was,  whether  the  bill  was  calculated  to 
carry  itself  into  execution.  In  this  view  it  was 
necessary  to  commit  it,  rather  than  with  a  view 
to  any  facts  or  principles  connected  with  it.  The 
details  of  the  bill  ought  to  be  examined,  in  order 
to  see  whether  any  rule  could  be  devised  which 
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i^iuld  suit  beuer  than  thai  embraced  by  the  bill. 
.-„.i  ..-!.-    -_      jg^pj  jj^jj  ^m  ^Q  perfect 

touched,  so  plain  that  he 
Duld  of  course  vote  a<raiast 
jCfcuiraitmeni/  He  confessed  that  he  had  not 
jhlBisell  that  Jistinct  view  of  it.  What  relates 
;t.  yurselves,  ^e  said,  ought  more  than  anythintr 
»e  ;;•  be  made  ro  plain,  that  no  doubt  could  attend 


iwf*uiu  sun  De\ier  man  trii 
jClintlemen  w^ho  considei 
|t4fct  it  ought  jnot  to  be  to 
;^Go  runs  ma|  read,  woul 


He   shoujd,    therefore,  vote   to 


commit  this 


♦  b  i),  believing  it  might  be  improved.  As  to  the 
ir^hts  of  the  jwo  Houses,  Mr.  M.  said,  they  were 
'pAuoal      Each' House  ^- ' ' 


iejijal 


had 


hey 
rv  .  —  °"  such  a  subject  the 

j  8  .  jje  rights  a^  the  other.  The  presumption  was, 
■a  ^  on  that  (ground  they  ought  to  proceed,  that 
M  <his  Housttsliould  make  a  bill  from  the  other 
aifluse  better  than  as  it  came  from  them,  the 
;l|fuse  of  Representatives  would  concur  in  the 
jairiendment.  •  This  was  the  general  practice; 
.grj,  in  adhei^ng  to  it,  he  did  not  see  how  the 
^^^^ate  could 'be  placed  m  a  delicate  sitaation  in 
J<  ^tion  to  thi|  other  House. 
;  -Mr.  Chace- was  also  in  favor  of  the  commit- 
n^oi  of  this  l.ll  He  did  not  see,  he  said,  why 
;g:|*ilemen  st^juld  be  ready  to  throw  the  burden 
:  ot-this  measuie  (if  a  burden  it  was)  on  the  should- 
jer .  or  the  Ho,,se  of  Representatives.  As  regards 
^tji  rate  of  ci)mpensation  generally,  every  man 

:3f  V,**"'  *""  'i  ^^  ''^"^'  '"'«'"  ^"  own  conviction. 
m  ^.  was  /.(imself  clearly  of  opinion  that  this 
'b|?.   wanted    Considerable   amendment.      It    had 
Kn    yet  buta  short  time  under  consideration, 
a.ked^  whether  it  was  a  fair  way  of  le^isla 


The  question  on  commitment  was  decided  in 
the  negative— yeas  9.  nays  22,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Chtce,  Kinu,  Macon,  Morrow,  Rug- 
gies,  Sanford,  Taylor,  Varnum,  and  WUaon. 

Nats— Mewni.    Barry,    Bibb.    Brown,    Campbell, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Horaey,  How- 
ell, Hunter,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampahire.  Rob- 
erU.    Talbot,     Tail,     Thompson.   Tichenor.    Turner 
Wells,  and  Williams.  ' 

And  then,  on  raotion,  the  Senate  adjourned 
until  to-morrow. 


,t»f  j,,  when  a  l|ill  was  manifestly  imperfect,  To  in- 
.sM  on  passin.  it.  with  a  view  of  perfecting  it  bv 

a  ?upplemenilry   bill,  as   had    been   intimated? 

V  Ths  It  not  beji.  he  asked,  to  make  the  bill  perfect 
.a.Jirst?  Wjy  afraid,  he  asked,  to  approach  a 
jb  Jtot  this  chiracter?    Why  regard  ,t  as  a  meas- 

u  ^  t)earing  tl,e  injunction  no/i  me /ang-ere?  The 
..Cystiiuiion  j,nd  rules  of  proceeding,  he  adrait- 

;.^d.d  seen>,  to  give  to  the  other   House   the 

iif  .M  .^H-  ^'  '^"^  °o'  s^«  why  this  House 

.«^ld  not  h..nnH»r  .i,e  33„,g  obligation  as  the 

Jlly  bills  of  this  kind. 
•  V      7.-'  ••*  'he  course  of  a  few  re- 

Tiii.H?  'n'^  'H^^T:,  '*'''  '^''  ^""  should  be 

t.  I  ed  »s  all  mother  bills  were.     It  was  almost  a 

rjjter  of  cou,se  on  all  bills  to  refer  the  s^Mec^ 

i  feof,  on  ih,  motion  of  a  member,  toacomr^?t- 

M  i^or  examii|at,on      He  wished  to  know,  as  re- 

•h  t^  Ik    I'T'  '"*'''  "'^"'•^  ^'  'he  effect  of  this 
b  t;  whether  It  would  increase  the  rate  of  com 

jferV'^l"^^^-'  -  -^"  a^  change   the 


t\^  of  this  kjnd,  he  did  n 
ilkjld  not  b<i  under  the  s 
rOM^r  to  exair(ne  critically 
•   ;|Ir.  SA.NFo^iD  said,  m  tl 


!e?     He 


ished,  in  short,  to  see  this'bril  take 


♦  course  of 
I    ^r.  Dana 
:il'  ri  practice 

•b'    n.  *  .1.3    U^ 

ot  of  whi.Jh  could  be  seen  whh  aTinglV'ca'sI 
JnX-,  ^  ^'"'r  ^'  ^''^  "°  complex  details;  it  re- 
;Pf  Jed  no  for,,,er    acts  requiring    a  comparison 

irJtmmitThettir'"  ""°°^'  '^'^  "  """-^ 


ill  other  bills 

jfain  rose,  and  showed,  that  thou^rh 
ps   to  refer   bills  on   their  second 
TK    Z%  V°  *'"™'°e  'he  bearing,  of  the 
r    \lr  ''^"'"'^^^'nhraced  princ'iples,  the 


»     < 


Wbdnesday,  March  13. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday,  the  25th  instant. 

The  bill  respecting  the  Jate  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop-of-war  Wasp  was  read  the  second  time 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joha  Holker,  formerly 
Consul  General  of  France  to  the  United   States 
was  read  the  second  time.  ' 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
T.  Wirt,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Roberts,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mill- 
tary  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gustavus  Loomis  " 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing^ 
and  requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  let""- 
ters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz."  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  following  .Message  was  received  from  the 

i'RE^IDE.NT  OF  THE   UnITED  StaTES  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreientatitet  of  the  United  Stales  . 
I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  containing  a  statement  of  proceedings  under 
the  act  to  regulate  the  laymg  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  with  a  statement  of  past  appropriations 
and  an  estimate  of  required  appropriations. 

M  ,o   ,a,c  JAMES  MADISON. 

Maecb  12,  1816. 

The  Message  and  statements  therein  referred 
to  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  18th  .nstant,  for  referring  to  the 
consideraiion  of  the  Nuval  Committee  the  expe- 
diency  of  causing  a  fair  valuation  to  be  made  of 
the  ship  of  war  '•  The  Cyane,"  and  to  pay  to  the 
captors  the  amount  of  such  valuation  ;  and  agreed 
thereto.  ° 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Rossier  and 
others  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  n^otion  by  Mr.  Harper,  the  bill  to  limit  the 
right  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted btates  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  refer- 
red 10  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
ihereon  ;  and  Mr.  Harper,  Mr,  Talbot,  and  Mr. 
UoLoaaoHoooH,  were  appointed  the  commtttee. 
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WASHmOTON  FEmW  ORPHAN  ASYLUM.  |  .h.  bill,  «id,  be  wa,  Uf,,  from  .he  absence  of  re.- 
Ihe  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscri-    sons  assigned  in  favor  of  the  bill,  to  presume  the 


bers  to  the  Washington  Female  Orphan  Asylum 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Harper  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
Tote  against  the  bill.     If  he  were  to  judge  of  this 
question  by  the  respectability  of  the  names  con- 
nected with  it,  or  by  the  objects  of  the  institu- 
tion embraced  in  the  bill,  he  certainly  should  vote 
for  the  bill ;  but  it  would  be  such  a  variation  from 
the  whole  course  and  scope  of  our  laws,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  vote  against  it.     Nothing,  he  said, 
could  be  more  laudable  than  such  associations, 
but  he  submitted  whether  their  incorporation  by 
law  was  at  all  necessary  to  enable  them  to  per- 
fect their  object.     Was  this  strange  anomaly  in 
law,  of  a  body  politic  composed  of  married  wo- 
men, at  all  necessary  to  the  objects  of  the  institu- 
tion 7     He  could  not  see  it.     If  the  object  was  to 
enable  the  institution  to  acquire  real  property,  it 
could  be  accomplished,  he  said,  without  an  act'of 
incorporation  :   a   simple    deed    of    trust    would 
answer  the  purpose  very  well.  &,c. 

Mr.  Roberts  sustained  the  bill.     If  a  person 
were  to  die  and  leave  property  to  the  institution, 
unless  in  a  corporate  form,  it  could  not  inherit  it. 
This  charter,  he  said,  was  a  grant  of  but  little 
magnitude:  it  was  such  a  privitege  as,  in  many 
of  the  Slates,  the  courts  were  authorized  to  grant. 
under  proper  restrictions.     As  to  the  alleged  nov- 
elty of  the  proposition,  it  might  be  new  in  regard 
to  this  District,  because  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress for  It  had  been   very  limited;   but  similar 
acts  were  to  be  found  on  the  statute  books  of  some 
of  the  States.     The  charter  would  give  no  privi- 
lege nor  .sanction  any  abuse.     It  would  enable  the 
trustees  of  a  praiseworthy  institution  to  secure,  in 
the  most  eligible  and  favorable  manner,  the  appli- 
cation of  such  means  as  may  be  given  by  benev- 
olent  persons  to  the -benevolent  objects  of  the 
association,  &c. 

Mr.  Campbell  also  assigned  a  few  reasons  in 
lavor  of  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  16,  nays  17,  as  fol- 
lows: '        ' 

r  ^^"."u ''"'.I-  »""^"'   ^'"^Phell.    Chace,    Dana, 

O.i  lard    Howell.  Hunter,  Lacock,  Robert:.,  Sanford, 

lait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,    Williams,   and 
Wilson. 

NATs-Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Condit,  Daggett,  Golds- 
borough.  Gore,  Harper.  Horsey,  King,  Macon.  Mason 
— ■  Mampshire,  .Morrow,  Kuggles,  Talbot.  Taylor 

■  ml    \A.'oII.  -'         ' 


ofNew 

Varnum,  and"  Wells 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

COMPENSATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration,  in 
Committee  ot  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  to  chancre 
the  mode  of  compensation  of  the  Senators  Rep- 
resentatives and  Delegates  in  Congress. 

[This  bill  proposes  lo  change  the  rate  and  mode 
ot  compensation,  from  six  dollars  per  day  durinir 
attendance  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  per 
annumj  '^ 

Mr.  Taylob,  in  proposing  an  amendment  to 


motive  of  it  to  be,  that  there  would  be  a  f^reater 
despatch  in  the  public  business,  if  member^s  were 
paid  by  the  jub  than  i(  they  were  paid  by  the  day. 
He  doubled  the  correctness  of  this  inference.     If 
for  six  dollars  a  day.  the  sessions  of  Congress  are 
spun  out    to  an  inconvenient  length,  and  public 
business  delayed  by  the  desire  of  members  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  their  pay,  (supposing  them 
the    immoral  agents  which  the  adoption  of  this 
system  presupposes)— would  they  not,  he  asked, 
be  induced  by  the  change  in  the  mode  of  compen- 
sation, in  order  to  curtail  their  expenses  and  in- 
crease their  profits,  to  eo  home  before  the  public 
business  is  finished,  or  so  urge  the  public  busines* 
as  to  leave  it  in  an  imperfect  form  ?     He  thought. 
as  he  said  yesterday,  that  the  amount  of  the  pres- 
ent allowance  was  incompetent  ;  that  the  sacrifice 
was  too  great,  to  come  here  for  nothing,  and  in 
many  instances,  at  a  certain  loss.     He  felt  a  de- 
sire, however,  that  an  alteration  should   be  made 
in  this  bill,  to  lessen  the  inducement  which  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  hold  out  to  the  members  to  hurry 
over  or  neglect  the  public  business,  dec.     With 
such  views,  he  moved  to  strikeout  three  thousand 
(the  compensation,  double   that  allowed   to  the 
members,  of  the   President  of  the    Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  other  House)  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  two  thousand  dollars;  with  a  view  to 
reduce  the  compensation  of  the  members  from 
one  thousand   five  hundred  to  one  thousand,  and 
to  add  a  new  section,  for  allowing,  besides,  three 
dollars  per  day  to  the  members  for  each  day  they 
actually  attend   in  Congress.     This  amendment, 
he  said,  would   bring  into   play  the  principle  of 
paying  by  the  job,  and  would  prevent  the  public 
work  Irom  being  done  in  a  slovenly  manner,  by 
paying  a  daily  compensation  adequate,  or  nearly 
so.  to  the  daily  expenses  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Macon  also  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  strike  out  the  salary  feature  altogether,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  to  insert  a  provision  that  the  compen- 
sation should  be  hereafter dollars  per  day- 
intending  that  the  blank  might  be  filled  with  such 
sum  as  the  Senate  should  prefer.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  idea  of  a  salary  for  legislative  services; 
such  a  rule  of  compensation  was  not  known  un- 
der any  of  the  governments  of  the  States,  dec. 

Mr.  Daggett  opposed  all  amendments  of  this 
nature  to  the  bill  ;  considering  it  better  to  take  it 
in  its  present  shape.     The  increase  of  compen- 
sation,  he  estimated,   according   to  an  average 
compulation,  would  not  be  greater  than  as  one 
hundred  to  seventy-one.  &c.     Was  it  worth  while 
for  this  small  object  to  enter  into  a  controversy 
with  the  other  House  ?     He  showed,  besides,  that 
the    salaries   of  all  the  officers  of  Government 
(judges  excepted,  to  his  regret)  had  been  increased 
since  the  compensation  ol  the  members  was  fixed, 
dec. 

Both  the  amendments  above  stated  were  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  detail  of  the  bill,  which  he  considered  very 
defective.     The  amendment  was  as  follows  : 
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•  close  01  inf  session,  a  ue 
t"  sum  whici  would  other 
l^portion  to  the  time  of  hit 

IAdcI  to  injert  io  lieu  it 


#'  That  in  case  any  Senator,  Representative,  or  Dele- 
1^,  shall  no\_  attend  in  his  place  at  the  day  on  which 
^agress  shalt  convene,  or  shall  absent  himself  before 
close  of  thr  session,  a  deduction  shall  be  made  from 
sum  whicI  would  otherwise  be  allowed  to  him,  in 

8  absence," 

hereof  the  following : 
■"  That  m  c^  any  Senator,  Representative,  or  Dele- 
place  every  day  in  which 
within  any  year,  deduc- 
annual   allowance,  propor- 
,aed  to  the  Lme  he  shall  be  absent,  when  compared 
(1  the  whole  Jimc  in  which  Congress  shall  be  in  ses- 
V.n  within  tbi-  said  year." 

.This  motiiiQ  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate) 
t   lefly  of  a  critical  nature,  in  which  Messrs.  Tay- 
<R,  Dana,  i^hace.  Harper,  Daggett,  and  Tal- 
rr,  took  ji^rt.     The  motion  was  negatived,  2G 
<   7,  as  lollops : 

'■  Vkas — Me^is.   Chace,   Macon,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
I&ylor,  V'arnijm,  and  Wilion. 

'TN A T8 — Meisrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown, Campbell,  Con- 
d,  Daggett,!  Uana,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
l^rper,  Hors.^y,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Ma- 
f  .New  ^Hamptthire,  Morrow,  RoberU,  TaJbot, 
Thorn pyn.  Tichenor,  Turner,  Wells,  and  WU- 

i"       .       f 

[Mr.  WiLSfN  observed,  that  he  would  not  detain 

^;ie  Senate  fJ»ng,  as  he  saw  they  were  impatient 
j||r  the  quesLjon;  but  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  ine  pru- 
MQt  and  ecciaomical  State  which  he  in  part  rep- 
f^ented.  to  ^late  his  objections  to  tue  bill  now 
Cglore  the  Siuale.  This  he  should  do  as  brietiy 
U  possible.    I 

^fln  the  fir^i  place,  he  dibliked  its   retrospective 
,eraiion.  ir^going  back  more  than  a  year  to  give 
I  addiiionarrewarJ  for  services  already  rendered. 
Id  in  manrinstances  paid   for.     This  principle 
thought  jjbjeciionable  in  itself,  and  dangerous 
a  precedent. 
JThe  titne -at  which  tlie  bill  was  brought  for- 
fird,  was  ajkother  serious  objection.     Just  at  the 
of  a  Jery  expensive    war.   when  many  of 
internalf  taxes   and  high   impost   duties  are 
't  continut|l,  to  enable  tne  Government  to  meet 
je  demands,  upon  ibe  Treasury — while  numerous 
^ffd  extensile  claims  for  articles  furnished,  and 
jrvices  reo'Jered,  are  yet  unpaid  and  unliquida- 
i— and  wt^.le  our  revenue  system  is  unsettled, 
.^d  Its  prodi^liveness  unknown — he  could  not  be- 
lieve this  toljh  the  proper  period  for  increasin<Tsala 


rs,  either  Oi  ourselves  or  others.     We 


ought 


at 


y 


t-^ist  to  waithintil  those  taxes  are  repealed,  those 
Nims  dischrrged,  and  that  revenue  ascertained, 
•iore  we  th^iught  ri  augmenting  the  compensa- 
i^n  of  meirjbers  of  Congress  or  officers  of  the 
lX)vernmenii 

UHe  was  al^o.  Mr.  VV.  said,  displeased  with  the 

de  adoptef  in  this  bill.     An  annual  salary  to 

islators,  v»ho  sometimes  sat  longer,  and  some- 

les  shorte^  was  a  novel  principle,  and  its  effects 

W  doubtfi:^.     It   might  produce  an   injurious 

^i-«te   in    th*!*  transaction  of  business— it  mifrht 

Often  the  |?rm.  or  lessen  the  frequency  of  The 

sioos  of  C|ngress— and,  on  the  whole,  appeared 

him  less  site  than  the  per  diem  provision. 


t 

hi 


The  amount  contemplated  by  the  bill  he  deeoaed 
too  large.  It  would  nearly  or  quite  double  the 
allowance  which  former  Congresses  had  deemed 
sufficient,  and  under  which  present  members  had 
accepted  their  seats.  It  was  a  greater  sum  than 
many  important  officers  under  the  General  Gov- 
ernment received  for  incessant  service — and  more 
than  many  of  the  States  give  to  their  principal 
officers.  In  New  Jersey,  not  a  single  officer,  ex- 
cepting only  the  Governor,  received  a  salary  to 
this  amount.  The  Judgesof  the  Supreme  Court, 
selected  for  their  talents,  experience  and  integrity, 
from  amongst  our  best  and  wisest  citizens,  and 
engaged,  with  little  intermission,  during  the  whole 
year  in  their  arduous  and  important  duties,  re- 
ceived far  less  compensation  than  is  here  provided 
for  members  of  Congress,  who  are  employed  in 
public  business  less  than  half  the  year. 

The  precedent,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  regarded  as  a 
very  pernicious  one.     Raising  our  own  pay,  will 
be  but  an  entering  wedge  to  increasing  the  com- 
pensation  of  officers   of  the  Government  gene- 
rally, civil,  judicial,  military, and  naval.    Though 
our  charity  begins  at  home,  it  will  not  be  permit- 
ted  to  end   here.     This  consequence  he  should 
deprecate.     He  did  not  consider  high  salaries  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  or  safety  of  our  Repub- 
lican institutions — inasmuch  as  they  tended  to  in- 
troduce, or  to   increase,  ambition,  intrigue,  and 
corruption. 

Tie  manner  in  which  the  bill  was  harried 
through,  was  not,  he  s.iid,  in  his  opinion,  less 
exceptionable  than  the  bill  itself.  In  the  other 
House  (if  he  might  be  permitted  to  ailude  to  its 
course  there)  it  was  introduced  one  day,  read  and 
considered  the  next,  and  passed  the  third.  In  the 
Senate,  postponement,  comraitraenf,  and  amend- 
ment, are  all  refused  ;  and  it  l^  to  be  pushed 
through,  by  main  strength,  with  a  haste  altogether 
unusual  in  cases  so  doubtful  in  their  character, 
and  so  important  in  their  consequences. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  VV.  said,  he  did  most  earn- 
estly hope,  for  these  and  other  reasons  which 
might  be  enumerated,  that  the  Senate  would  re- 
ject this  bill. 

No  amendment  having  been  agreed  to.  the  Pre- 
sident resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Samford,  to  strike  out  of 
line  9,  '•  three  tnous.md,"  and  of  line  11.  -  fifteen 
hundred,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
yeas  10.  nays  23.  as  follows : 

Y«i§— .McMrsi.  Chace,  King,  Macon,  Ruggles,  San- 
ford,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Turner.  Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

N.vTs— Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock,  .Mason  of 
>icw  Hampshire,  .Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  Tait, 
Thompson,  Wells,  and  Wihiama. 

On  the  que>tion  Shall  /his  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?"  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  22,  nays  II.  as  follows: 

,.  Ykab— Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Con- 
oit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock,  -Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Turner,  Wells,  and  Williams. 
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If  AT* — Meun.  Chace,  Goldsboroagh,  King,  Macon, 
Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Taylor, 
Tichenor,  Varnum,  and  Wil«on. 


Thursday.  March  14. 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Ma- 
thew  McConnell,  and  others,  a  committee  on  be- 
half of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
line  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  remune- 
ration for  their  services,  by  which  the  independ- 
ence and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  were 
achieved  and  established,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate 
for  the  relief  of  John  Holker.  [The  bill  is  to 
allow  him  the  amount  of  ct-rtaia  loan  office 
certificates  destroyed  by  fire.J  Mr.  Roberts  sug- 
gested grounds  of  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  its 
merits  and  the  importance  of  the  precedent  it 
might  afford  for  claims  tu  an  indefinite  amount. 

Mr.  WiLLiA.Ms  sustained  the  claim  on  its  merits 
as  deduced  from  the  evidence,and  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a  claim  manifestly  just,  which  would 
have  been  allowed  without  the  intervention  of 
Congr'-ss,  but  for  a  mere  formality  which  had 
been  omitted.  &,c. 

This  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  after  some  conversation 
between  Messrs.  Roberts.  Williams,  Wells. 
Daggett,  Talbot,  and  Harper— in  the  course 
of  which  no  decided  opposition  was  manifested 
by  any  gentleman  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Daggett  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Cur- 
rency, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  an  augmentation  of  the  salaries 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

\x7u^?  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concernino- 
certain  advances  made  for  the  public  service  by 
the  city  of  New  York;  and  on  motion,  by  .Mr. 
Sanford.  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  callmrr 
lorth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union" 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses; and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum.  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cf.nsideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
Mtli  Con.  1st  Slss. — 7 


reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  on  Continental  Establishment;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the  considei^- 
tion  thereof  was  further  postponed  to.  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to 
the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  on  State  establishment,  for  bounty 
lands,  was  also  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  tlie  day  for.  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Gustavus  Loomis;''and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  authorizing  and  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz," 
and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednes- 
day next. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  the  suspension  of 
prosecutions  under  the  law  laying  a  tax  on  do- 
mestic manufactures;  and  the  memorial  of  John 
Redman  Coxe,  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof  respectively. 

The  bill  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  was  laken  up.  [This 
bill  proposes  to  allow  twelve  months'  pay  to  the 
relatives  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  lost  sloop 
of  war,  and  also  authorizes  the  distribution  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  among  the  same,  as  a  re- 
ward for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloops  of  war 
Reindeer  and  Avon.]  The  bill  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 


INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1S15,  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs, 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Depabtjie.'<t  of  WiK,  March  13,  1816. 
In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1815,  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
enclosed  documents,  which  exhibit  the  general  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  embracing  annuities 
and  presents  ;  and  the  general  and  particular  views  of 
the  Indian  trade,  called  for  by  the  resolution. 

Nos.  1,2  and  3,  exhibit  the  amount  of  annuities 
due  and  payable,  and  the  sums  actually  paid  to  the 
several  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits;  the  presents 
made  to  them,  and  the  general  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  during  the  four  years  preceding  the  3d  of 
March,  1815. 

In  the  BUin  exhibited  as  presents,  is  included  a  great 
quantity  of  provisions  furnished  the  friendly  tribes  du- 
ring the  war,  who,  on  account  of  their  attachment. to 
the  United   States,  were  compelled    to  abandon   their 
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luntry,  and  Uke  refuge  within  our  settlements.     The 

,me  cause  prevented    their  engaging    in   the  chase, 

.e  principaL-source  of  their  supplies  in  times  of  peace. 

'he  embarr:^mentd  produced  by  a  state  of  war,  pre- 

1"  nted    the    ii^gular  payment  of  the   moneyed   part  of 

MTieir  annuiti.s,  and  in  many  cases  rendered  it  impos- 

;.^ble  to   discharge  that  portion  which  was  payable  in 

inerchandisej    Thi.s  circumstance  presented  a  strong 

■  Jducement  |o  furnish  them  liberally  with  those  sup- 

\^m  which  y\s  had  at  command,  and  which  were  even 

ji^ore  necessi'ry  to  them  than  the  merchandise  which 

*ae  were   bo«nd    to  furnish.     It  is,  however,  believed 

j^at  these  8U|^pIie8  have  been  swelled  to  an  unreason- 

:«^)le   amountj  by  extensive    imjx)8itions,   which   have 

kjren   practis((]  upon  the  Government,  in   the  iasue  of 

jjjfovisions  toVhem,  which  renders  it  necessary  to  dis- 

Jf<ntinue  the*  practice,  or  to  devise  new  and  suitable 

V|iecks  tf)  gu«rd  against  their  repetition. 

\i  The  8Uter|ienU  marked   from  A    to  Z,  exhibit   the 

^te  oi  the  li^nd  set  apart  for  Indian  trade,  during  the 

t|ur  years  preceding  the  31st  of  March,  1815.     It  ap- 

»^ar8  from  thjfse  statements,  that  from  the  commence- 

^nt  of  the  tjade,  to  the  31st  December,  1809,  a  loss 

)|  $44,538  3»|  had   been  incurred,  and  that  during  the 

•nod  designated  in  the  resolution,  the  sum  of  $15,906 


I 


had  been  iained,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  $43,- 
!;9  61  from  (he  capture  of  several  of  the  trading  posts 
\j  the  cnemj'  during  the  war.    The.^e  two  items,  form- 
)?  the  aggrlgate  sum  of  $59,276  06,   may   be  con- 
■  fJered  as  th{  commercial  profit  of  the  establishment. 
Jiinng  that  pi-riod,  which  would  give  an  annual  profit 
[♦nearly  $15J000.     But  the  annual  expenses  paid  out 
i^  the  Trea.silry,  in   support  of  the  establishment,  ex- 
.^d  $20,00C|  which    presents  a  specific   loss  of  more 
^5an  $5,000  i^nnually.     The  difference  in  the  result  of 
>jc  management  of  this  fund  antecedent  to  the  31st  of 
w^cember,  lf*J9,  from  that  which  is  exhibited  in  these 
itements.  dtring  the  four  years  preceding  the  31st 
arch.  1815,  IS  no  doubt,  in  great  degree,  the  eflect  of 
^e  cxpericnqr  acquired  by  the  prosecution  of  the  trade. 
"*  IS  probable^  that  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with 
ie  nature  ok  the  commerce,  a  more  skilful  selection 
^   the  goods  land  of  the  agents  employed   in  vending 
^em,  and  a' considerable  increase  oi  the  capital  in- 
sisted in  it,  ^lU   in  a  short  time  produce  a  small   and 
JVadually  increasing  profit,  after  defravin?  all   the  ex- 
^•Vnses  incident  to  the  establishment, 'which  are  now 
^yable  out  li"  the  public  Treasury.     Under  the  most 
j-Jilful  management,  the  profits  cannot  be  an  induce- 
Wnl   for   continuing   the   system    now  in   operation. 

rr*faat  mduceifcent,  if  it  exists  at  all,  must  be  found  in 
^e  mfluenceMhich  it  gives  the  Government  over  the 
»>dian  tribe*  within  our  limits,  by  administering  to 
eir  wants,  i.irreasing  their  conforts,  and  promoting 
eir  happiness.  The  most  obvious  effect  of  that  in- 
Jience.  is  th*  preservation  of  peace  with  them,  and 
apong  themtelves.  The  exclusion  of  all  intercourse 
»tween  ihenj  and  the  whites,  except  those  who  have 
."5  permission  of  the  Government,  and  over  whose 
►onduct  a  dwct  control  is  exercised,  has  insensibly 
^  l<4ntributed  t<{  this  desirable  object. 

•  -The  amelioration  in  their  condition,  desired  by  the 
!)^vernment,iias  continued  to  advance,  but  in  so  slight 
.(Icgree  asto^e  perceptible  only  aftera  lapse  of  years. 
i>the  civiIizi(tion  of  the  Indian  tribes  is  considered 
I  object  of  i^imary  importance,  and  superior  to  that 
Jrapidly  exljjnguishing  their  titles,  and  settling  their 
T^'i*  by  the  ihites,  the  expediency  of  continuing  the 
;i8lem  now  i,.  operation,  under  such  modifications  as 
i 

i  \ 


have  be«n  suggested  by  the  experience  already  ac- 
quired, appeara  to  be  manifest.  The  aucccss  of  such 
an  experiment  requires  the  exercise  of  all  the  influence 
which  the  annual  distribution  of  annuities  and  pre- 
sents, aided  by  that  which  must  flow  from  a  judicioai 
supply  of  all  their  wants,  in  exchange  for  those  arti- 
cles which  the  chase,  and  the  increasing  surplus  of 
their  stock  of  domestic  animals,  will  enable  them  to 
procure.  This  influence,  skilfully  directed  for  a  series 
of  years,  cannot  fail  to  introduce  among  them  distinct 
ideas  of  separate  property.  These  ideas  must  neces- 
sarily precede  any  considerable  advancement  in  the 
arts  of  civilization,  and  pre-suppose  the  institution  of 
laws  to  secure  the  owner  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  in- 
dividual property  ;  because,  no  man  will  exert  himself 
to  procure  the  comforu  of  life,  unless  his  right  to  en- 
joy them  is  exclusive. 

The  idea  of  separate  property  in  things  personal, 
universally  precedes  the  same  idea  in  relation  to  lands- 
This  results  no  less  from   the  intrinsic  difference  be- 
tween the  two  kinds  of  property,  than  from  the  difler- 
ent  effects  produced  by  human  industry  and  ingenuity 
exerted  upon  them.     The  facility  of  removing  personal 
property   from  place  to   place,  according  to  the  will  or 
convenience  of  the  owner,  gives  to  this  species  of  prop- 
erty, in  the  estimation  of  the  huntsman,  a  value  supe- 
rior to  property  in  lands,  which  his  wants,  as  well  as 
his  habits,  compel  him  annually  to  desert  for  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  year.     To  succeed  perfectly  in 
the  attempt  to  civilize  the  aborigines  of  this  country, 
the  Government  ought  to  direct  thoir  attention  to  the 
improvement  vf  their  habitations,  and  the  multiplication 
of  distinct  settlements.     \%  an  inducement  to  this  end, 
the  different  agents  should  be  instructed  to  give  them 
assurances,  that  in  any  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  lands 
from  their  respective  tribes,  one  mile  square,  including 
every   separate   settlement,  should  be  reserved  to  the 
settler,  which  should  become  a  fee  simple  estate,  after 
the  expiration  of  a  certain  number  of  years  of  actual 
residence  upon,  and  cultivation  of  it.     Perhaps  an  ad- 
ditional reservation  of  a  quarter  or  half  section  of  land 
to  each  member  of  such  family,  would  add  to  the  in- 
ducements, not  only  to    make  such    separata    settle- 
ments, but  to  the  raising  of  a  family.     If  measures  of 
this  kind  were  adopted  by  the  Governmrnl,  and  stead- 
ily pursued  for  a  series  of  years,  while,  at  the  same 
I  time,  a  spirit  of  liberality  was  exhibited   in  the  com- 
j  merce  which  vvc  carry  on  with  them, success,  the  moat 
I  complete,  might  be  confidently  expected.     But  com- 
fuerce  with  our  Indian  neighbors,  prosecuted  only  upon 
a  contracted  scale,  and  upon  the  principles  of  commer- 
cial profit,  would  tend  not  only  to  dimmish  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Government  with  them,  but  would  not  fail 
entirely  to  alienate   their  affection  from  it.     A  period 
has  arrived  when  the  trade  must  be  grcallv  extended, 
or  entirely   abandoned  to  individual  enterprise.     To 
reserve    the  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
whilst  the  wants  of  the  Indians  are  but  partly  supplied, 
would  be  to  make  them  feel  its  influence  only  in  their 
privations  and  wretchedness. 

The  right  of  the  British  Northwest  Company  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  trade,  independent  of  the  will  of  the 
Government,  is  now  at  an  end.  The  settlements  of 
the  lands  ceded  by  the  Creeks,  in  IH14.  will  exclude 
the  Southern  tribes  from  all  intercourse  with  the  Span- 
ish poru  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida.  The  prej.ervation  of 
peace  with  those  tribes,  as  well  as  the  execution  of  the 
plans  which  may  be  devised  for  their  civilization,  require 
that  this  intercourse  should  not  be  renewed.     The  great 
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distance  of  some  of  the  tribes  in  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory, and  in  the  northern  regions  of  Louisiana,  from 
the  settled  parts  of  the  United  Slates,  will  probably 
make  it  necessary  to  permit  the  British  merchant,  from 
Canada,  to  participate  in  the  commerce  of  those  tribes, 
until  more  accurate  information  is  obtained  as  to  their 
situation  and  numbers,  their  wants,  and  their  capacity 
to    pay   for  articles  of    the    first  necessity.     As    this 
knowledge  is  gradually  acquired,  and  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  trade  better  understood,  the  exclusion  of 
foreigners    from    all  participation   in  it  may  be  safely 
effected.     If  the  trade  is  to  be  continued  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  the  capital  ought  to  be  increased  to 
$500,000.     The  exclusion  from  all  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  and  the 
necessity  of  extending  our  trading  establishments  fur- 
ther  to  the  West  and  the  North,  with  a  view  to  the 
ultimate  e^xclusion  of  foreign  p.irticipation  in  it,  forcibly 
suggest  the  propriety  of  such  an  increase.     This  cap- 
ital will  probably  be  found  greatly  below  what  is  nece«. 
sary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  various  tribes  within 
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our    imits.      i  he  deficiency,  it  is  believed,  will  be  sup- 
plied  by  the  Northwest  Company,  and  by  individual 
enterprise.     At  present,  the  Governors  of  our  Territo- 
ries are  compelled   to  give  licenses  to  trade  v^ilh  the 
Indians,  to  every  pers^.n  who  can  give  security.     The 
power  of  rejecting  the  apphcation,  on  account  of  the 
character  of  the  applicant,  appears  to  be  necessary.    If 
the  licensed  traders  were  compelled  to  take  an  oath  to 
observe  the  laws  regulating  Indian  trade,  it  might  aid 
in  correcting  the   abuses,  especially  in  vending  spiri- 
tuous liquors,  which  have  too  generally  been  practised 
by  them      It  is  deemed  expedient  to  establish  a  depot 
of  merchandise  at  8t.  Lewis,  or  its  vicinity,  under  the 
direction  of  a  deputy  superintendent,  who' should  have 
power,  in  addition  to  supplying  the  regular  and  eitab- 
luhed   trading  houses,  to  deliver  to  persons  of  goo,! 
moral  character,  who  should   be  able  to  give    security 
any   quantity    of   goods    not    exceeding  $10,000,  for 
which  peltries,  arid  other  articles  of  Indian  commerce, 
should   be  received   ,n  payment  at  a  fair  price  and  at 
fixed  periods;  or.  that  they  should  be  sold  by  the  Su- 
perintendent, on   account  of  the    purchaser.     In  the 
latter  case,  a  premium,  equal  to  the  use  and   the  risk 
of  the  capital  should  be  added  to  the  price  of  the  goods. 
This,  as  well   as  .several  other  important    ideas,  a^e 
more  fuly  developed  in  the  communication  of  (Jovcrnor 
tdwards,  and  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade, 
which  are  herewith  communicated,  marked  R.  and  Z.  Z- 
In  compliance  with  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
requires  my  opmiop  of  the  expediency  of  vesting  the 
genera    management  of  Indian  affairs  m  a  separate 
and  independent  department,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
hat  an  arrangement  of  that  nature  appears  to  me  to 
be  highly  proper,  ,f  the  commerce  of  those  nations  is 
to  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  (he  (iovernment.     The 
only  ration,   principle  upon  which  it  is  considered  ne- 

mO^  '"".f  '"  '^'  '"'•'*"  '"'^"  ""'^^  Ihe  control  of 
the  War  Department,  is  the  necessity  of  relying  upon 
I    for  the  smal    nwlitary  force  which  has  hitherto  been 

1T^i^^\  X  '^^',?'""'  ''"^'"«  P°»»«  ^fa'^h  have 
been  established.  1  hi.  countenance  and  support  could 
be  given  to  the  department  to  which  it  might  be  con- 
fided,  with  the  same  facility  as  ,f  ,t  still  remained  sub- 
ordinate to  the  Department  of  War.  The  accounts  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade  are  now  returned 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  to  which,  so  far,  the  Su- 
perintendent IS  accountable.  The  accounts  of  the  agenu 
of  the  Government  for  the  several  tribes  in  amity  with 
u.",  are  still  returned,  and  settled  in  the  War  Depart- 


ment. From  the  payment  of  annuities  to  the  various 
Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States,  a  new  species 
of  jurisprudence  has  sprung  up,  which  operates  as  a 
heavy  tax  upon  the  time  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

All  losses  of  property  by  American  citizens,  from  the 
robberies,  thefts,  and  depredations  of  those  tribes,  are 
to  be  remunerated  out  of  the  annuities  payable  to  them 
The  evidence  in  all  these   cases   is   extra-judicial,  and 
requires  the  examination  and  approbation  of  the  Secre- 
I  tary  before  remuneration  can  be  made.     The  presenU 
j  which  are  made  to  them,  the    allowances  to   artificers 
!  settled  among  them  by  the  Government,  in  fact,  every 
disbursement  of  money  connected  with  the  Indian  de- 
partments, except   in    the   prosecution   of  trade   with 
them,  has  to  receive  the  special  sanction  of  the  Head 
of  this  Department.     The  duties  incumbent   on   this 
ofl5cer,  resulting  from  the  control  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, are  so  multifarious,  so  impossible  to  be  reduced 
within  general  regulations,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  time  is  necessarily  devoted  to  them. 

The  organization  of  the  accountant's  office  is  such 
as  to  render  it  impossible  for  thatofl^cer,  by  any  human 
exertion,  promptly  to  despatch  the  business  which  has 
been  accumulating  from  year  to  year,  until  the  mass 
has  become  so  imposing  as  to  render  the  legislative  aid 
indispensably  necessary  to  correct  the  evil. 

The  creation  of  a  separate  and  independent  depart- 
ment, to  which  all  the  Indian  accounts,  including  those 
which  are  still  settled  in  the  accountant's  office,  will 
not  supersede  the  necessity  of  modifications  in  the  or- 
ganization of  that  office.  The  changes  which  are 
deemed  necessary  to  insure  the  prompt  settlement  of 
the  accounU  of  the  War  Department,  are  respectfully 
submitted  to  the  Senate,  in  paper  marked  A  Z. 

If  a  new  department  be  formed,  much  of  the  mucei- 
laneous  duties  now  belonging  to  the  Department  of 
State  ought  to  be  transferred  to  it.  The  changes  which 
ought  to  be  made,  in  this  regard,  will  obtrude  them- 
selves upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate  whenever  the 
subject  shall  be  considered. 

It  is  believed  that,  at  the  present  moment,  no  plan 
can  be  devised  for  carrying  on  the   Indian   trade   that 
will  be  equally  advantageous  to  the   Indians,  although 
it  may  be  more  economical  to  the  public.     This  opin- 
ion is  founded,  in  a  considerable  degree,  upon  the  fact 
that  those  who  have  a  competent  knowledge   of  the 
manner  in  which  this  trade  must  be  prosecuted,  to  be 
successful,  are  destitute  ol  the  capiul  necet^sary  for  the 
;  prosecution  to  the  extent  demanded  by  the  wants   of 
the  Indians.     The  capital  of  those  parts  of  the  Union 
where  those  persons  are  to  be   found,  is  not  sufficient 
for  the  purposes  of  commerce  among  themselves.    It  is 
exposed  to  no   risks,  and   the  profit  is  great;   conse- 
quently, it  will  not  be  employed  in  commerce  with  the 
Indians.     The  risks  to  which   capital  will   be  subject, 
when  placed  in  the  hands  of  these  enterprising  traders, 
as  well  from  their  casual  want  of  integrity  as  from  the 
robberies  and  thefts  of  the   Indians,  will  prevent  the 
capitalists  of  the  commercial  cities  from  supplying  them 
with  the  means  of  engaging  m  this  commerce.     The 
proposition  to  establish  a  depot  at  some  point  about  the 
mouth  of  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  those 
who  will  be  able  to  give  sufficient  security  with  such 
an  amount  of  goods  as  will  enable  them   to  prosecute 
the  trade  to  advantage,  will,  in  a  series  of  years,  pro- 
duce a  number  of  persons  skilled  in   the  manner   of 
carrying  it  on  successfully,  and  create  a  capital  in  their 
hands,  which  will  be  probably  continued  in  that  chan- 
nel, and  eventually  justify  the  Government  in  leaving 
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under  jutficious  regulations,  which  experience  will 
ot  fail  to  ei^gest,  entirely  to  individual  enterprise. 
)^  These  vievs  are  substantially  founded  upon  the  con- 
i^iction,  that^t  is  the  true  policy  and  earnest  desire  of 
.  the  Governryent  to  draw  its  savage  neighbors  within 
'■le  pale  of  cidixation.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  this  point — 
the  pnma^  object  of  the  Government  is  to  extinguish 
,6  Indian  title,  and  settle  their  lands  as  rapidly  as 
.  Jostiible,  the|^  commerce  with  them  ought  to  be  entirely 
tibandoned  tf  individual  enterprise,  and  without  regu- 
jijition.  Th<  result  would  be  continual  warfare,  at- 
Ijended  by  th^  extermination  or  expulsion  of  the  abori- 
Jlinal  inhabit}»nts  of  the  country  to  more  distant  and 
Was  ho«pitabi;.i  regions.  The  correctness  of  this  policy 
^Annot,  for  a^'moment,  be  admitted.  The  utter  extinc- 
fron  of  the  Indian  race  must  be  abhorrent  to  the  feel- 
-ijigs  of  an  erlighlened  and  benevolent  nation.  The 
h^ea  IS  diTec\fY  opposed  to  every  act  of  the  Government, 
^ij'o™  the  deJaration  of  independence  to  the  present 
lay.  If  the^-system  already  devised  has  not  produced 
1  the  effects'  which  were  expected  from  it,  new  ex- 
rimentH  oii^ht  to  be  made.  When  every  effort  to 
itroduce  among  ihera  ideas  of  separate  property,  as 
j^ell  in  thinp>  real  as  personal,  shall  fail,  let  intermar- 
j.^ages  between  them  and  the  whites  be  encouraged  by 
^1  le  GovernnynL  This  cannot  fail  to  preserve  the  race, 
V  ith  the  mo.;^ificalions  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of 
r  ;vil  liberty  ^nd  social  happuiess.  It  is  believed,  that 
|4ie  principLs  of  humanity,  in  this  instance,  are  in 
♦^rmonious  concert  with  the  true  interesU  of  the  na- 
♦rfon.  It  will  redound  more  to  the  national  honor  to 
|i| corporate, iy  a  humane  and  benevolent  policy,  the 
••stives  of  oi^r  forests  in  the  great  American  family  of 
■emcn,  thap  to  receive,  with  open  arms,  the  fugitives 
the  old  wc^ld,  whether  their  flight  has  been  the  effect 
their  crin^-s  or  their  virtues. 
I  hav    the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

WM.  H.  CR.\WFORD. 
Hon.  JoH^  Gaillaud, 

Presid($ti  pro  ttm.  of  the  Senate. 
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it,  which  was  that  it  was  reirospeciive.  and  im- 
mediate in  its  operation.  He  considered  it  im- 
proper or  iodeiicate  (without  meaning:  'he  least 
reflection  upon  any  gentleman  whoadvocated  it) 
to  vote  money  out  of  the  Treasury  into  our  own 
pockets.  For  all  useful  public  purposes  he  was 
willing  to  impose  taxes,  and  to  vote  money  as 
liberally  as  any  gentleman.  But  he  considered 
the  object  of  this  bill  to  be  of  too  mixed  and 
doubtful  a  character  to  exempt  its  advocates  en- 
tirely from  the  suspicion  of  interested  and  selfish 
motives.  He  was  very  far  from  imputing  such 
motives  to  them.  But  it  was  net  enough  to  do 
right.  The  Representatives  of  the  people  should 
so  conduct  themselves  as  to  be  above  the  suspi- 
cion of  unworthy  motives.  He  was  no  Jacobin, 
and  he  would  never  act  or  speak  with  a  single 
eye  to  popular  approbation  and  favor.  But  he 
respected  the  opinion  of  the  people,  as  every  pub- 
lic agent  should  do;  and  although  he  would  not 
do  wrong  to  obtain  ihcir  good  opinion,  yet  he 
would  always  act  as  far  as  he  could,  consistently 
with  his  duly,  in  such  a  way  as  to  meet  their 
approbation.  For.  in  a  Government  like  ours, 
particularly,  it  was  in  vain  to  pretend  to  despise 
or  disregard  public  opinion.  It  was  not  only  the 
tenure  by  which  we  held  our  places,  but  it  was 
the  basis  of  the  Government  itself.  Take  from 
the  Government  that  support,  and  what  was  now 
order  and  beauty  would  become  despotism,  or 
anarchy  and  chao.<.  He  should,  therefore,  al- 
ways respect  the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  en- 
deavor to  obtain  their  approbation,  as  far  as  he 
could  without  a  sacrifice  of  public  duty.  He 
admitted  that  the  compensation  of  the  members 
ought  to  be  increased.  He  thought  ic  ought  to 
bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  expenses  to  which 
members  are  now  exposed  that  it  did  to  their  ex- 
penses when  the  law  fixing  the  present  rate  of 
compensation  passed;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 

Vi^r  iu«  C!„,i,,^,     n"  rv/T ""     'he   people  would   approve  such  an  increase   for 

?.'c;„fiT:i,t7r,3::L"'  Del,g„e,,,e  had  ^,„„  con  JAce  ,„  ,h„r  hb^rZlV^d' 

't    \fr    vf.   r.«  ^f  V     "'."""  '""J-  good  sen^e.     But  he  coud  not  vote  for  the  bill  to 

^om  failed >  impress  him  with  doubts  If  ,h.  .',.  (  ".P'?_"°"  P.'.!^'  .'^^'"  °^  '^.^  P^^^^"^  Congress; 


rihe  Senator— for  such  a  difference  of  opinion  sel- 
dom failed  *o  impress  him  with  doubts  of  the  cor- 
/ectoess  0^  that  which  he  -jntertained.     But  on 

•  jhis  occasLn   he  was  corai>elled   tu  oppose  the 

)  pleasure  u»der  consideratioc.     He  regretted  that  i 

Hie  was  noijin  his  place  to  have  stated  his  objec- 
ion  to  thi^bill  at  an  earlier  stage  of  its  progress  j 
ifor  he  was>aware  that,  to  oppose  it  at  this  time'  i 
l^vhen  the  .^jr-nse  of  the  Senate  had  been  fully  as^  I 
|eriainfd  ;^id  expressed— wien  us  fate  was  to  all  I 
jippearancf  determined  and  known,  and  when  no  I 
opposition  -TO  It  could  be  availins.  would  expose  ' 

*  Jim  lo  ihejimputation  of  vaaity  or  affectation,  or  ] 
»*«rhaps  t(^the  suspicion  of  unworthy  motives.  I 

Jut  this  C(  iisideration  shoulJ  not  deter  liim  from  I 
^';^ie  discharge  of  his  duty.     He  felt  conscious  of  ' 
j.he  rectitude  and  purity  of  his  motives,  and  he 
I  Relieved  otSer  gentlemen  to  be  actuated  by  similar 
l^fnotiTes.      • 

He  wou&l  prefer  several  modifications  of  the 
M">  t>at  heJhad  only  one  insuperable  objection  to 


but  he  understood  that  such  a  motion  had  al- 
ready been  made,  and  rejected.  And,  as  he  could 
not  obtain  that  modification  cf  the  bill,  he  was 
compelled  to  vote  against  it  all  together. 

Mr.  Chace  also  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
on  the  grounds  already  taken  against  it.  He 
could  not  consent  to  legislate  in  thii,  manner.  No 
person,  he  believed,  had  yet  computed  that  the 
compen.^aiion  hereafter  to  be  given  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  would  be  less  than  ten  dollars 
per  day.  while  Mr.  C.  computed  that  it  would 
anaount  at  a  fair  average  estimate  to  seventeen 
dollars  and  a  hah"  per  day,  for  each  day  they  at- 
tended. This  Government  had  been  many  years 
m  operation,  and  it  was  not  till  very  lately  that 
complaints  had  been  made  that  the  compensation 
of  the  members  was  insufficient.  This,  he  said, 
was  an  unfortunate  time  for  the  discovery,  while 
the  public  debt  was  unliquidated,  millions  of  pub- 
lie  accounts  yet  unsettled,  many  of  the  patriot 
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soldiers  yet  unpaid,  and  taxes  continued — was 
this  the  proper  time  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
members  to  so  extravagant  a  height?  Mr.  C. 
was  of  the  opinion  that  compensation  of  mem- 
bers ought  to  be  increased,  but  a  ought  to  be  done 
with  prudence  and  with  reference  to  the  justice 
of  the  case.  dec.  The  passage  of  such  a  bill  as 
this  would  be  justly  disapproved  by  the  people. 
Mr.  C.  also  objected  to  the  bill  because  defective 
in  its  details.  That  the  subject  migiit  be  ma- 
turely considered,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
to  Monday. 

Mr.  Harper  opposed  the  postponement,  be- 
cause it  was  not  alleged  that  information  was 
desired,  or  that  the  details  of  the  bill  were  such 
as  required  a  long  examination  to  understand  it. 
The  subject  of  the  bill  was  as  well  understood  as 
it  could  be  by  a  postponement  of  any  length. 

Mr.  Dana  aNo  opposed  the  postponement.  The 
only  argument  against  it,  he  believed,  was.  that 
the  passiige  of  the  bill  would  be  unsatisfactory  to 
the  people.     If  the  bill  was  proper  in  itself,  and 
there  was  anything  in  this  terror  of  the  popular 
disapprobation,  it  was  a  strong  reason  why  they 
should  not  pause  so  long  as  was  proposed  ;  for. 
if  once  seized  with  a  panic  on  this  question,  the 
terror  might  perhaps  by  delay  become  extreme. 
If  this  bill  were  justly  dissatisfactory  to  the  peo- 
ple, he  said,  it  might  be  a  reason  to  pause;  but, 
for  his  part,  he  should  not  like  to  return  and  tell 
his  constituents  that  he  was  afraid  to  vote  for  this 
bill,  lest  It  should  be  dissatisfactory  to  them.    His 
constituents,  he  said,  were  not  opulent,  nor  yet 
afflicted  by  poverty;  they  lived  at  less  expense 
than  gentlemen  could  here  ;  but,  he  said,  he  should 
manifest  no  respect  for  their  discernment,  if  he 
were  to  suppose  they  could  not  see  why  members 
incurred  greater  expenses  here  than  were  neces- 
sary at  home.     He  should  show  little  respect  for 
their  disposition.  If  he  supposed  that  they  wished 
that  the  men  whom  they  chose  to  represent  them 
here  should  degrade  themselves  in  order  to  live 
upon  the  compensation  allowed,  or  should  sacri- 
fice their  private  property  in  serving  the  public. 
It  might  be  expected  oi  the  public  agents  to  make 
sacrifices  in  times  of  great  emergency  and  national 
difficulty  ;  but  it  would  be  idle,  in  ordinary  times, 
to  call  on  public  men  to  be  patriotic  to  their  own 
loss  and  injury.     Although,  he  said,  the  people 
of  the  State  which  he  represented   were  not  as 
wealthy  as  they  were  in  some  other  parts  of  the 
country,  he  trusted  they  were  not  afflicted  with 
that  poorness  of  spirit  that  they  would  deny  their 
Representatives  a  due  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices.    He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the 
proposed  rate  of  compensation  was  not  too  much 
lor  any  man  who  was  fit  to  represent  the  people 
and  State  whom  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent;  and.  however  delicate  the  inquiry,  he 
would  not  enter  into  a  contest  with  his  constitu- 
ents about  the  correctness  of  their  selection  in  send- 
ing him  here.     On  the  whole,  he  said,  he  con- 
cluded that  it  was  not  only  proper  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  the  members,  but,  being  proper, 
that  it  would  be  popular  to  vote  for  the  bill.     In 
regard  lo  Mr.  Mason's  objection  that  the  com- 


pensation was  to  take  place  immediately,  he  said 
It  would  forever  exist  in  regard  to  this  body,  some 
of  whom  must,  whenever  a  question  of  change 
of  compensation  is  agitated,  vote  on  a  question 
affecting  their  own  emoluments.  But,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  show,  this  was  a  question  on  which  the 
people  had  themselves  decided.  The  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  when  first  submitted  to 
the  people,  contained  an  article  providing  that  no 
law  varying  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
Congress  should  take  effect  until  an  election  should 
intervene;  thus  presenting  the  question  now  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  V^irginia.  in  relation  to 
this  bill.  This  question  was  thus  presented  in 
solemn  form  to  the  people.  They  did  not  accept 
the  article,  said  Mr.  D.  It  is  therefore  decided  by 
the  people,  that  the  Congress  may  correctly  in- 
crease the  compensation  of  its  members  during 
the  time  for  which  they  are  elected.  &c. 

Mr.  Mason  said,  in  reply  to  one  of  Mr.  Dana's 
observations,  that  he  wished  to  put  off  the  opera- 
tion of  this  bill  to  the  5th  day  of  March  next, 
when  at  least  a  part  of  the  Senate  and  the  whole 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  would  have  re- 
turned to  the  people,  and  would  not,  without  re- 
election, derive  any  benefit  from  the  bill.  &c.    As 
for  those  of  the  Senate  who  will  remain  in  office 
beyond  the  4th  of  March  next,  he  suggested  that 
those  who  chose  might  avoid  voting  on  the  ques- 
tion, under  the  rule  which  authorizes  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  a 
question  in  which  he  is  personally  interested,  &c. 
Mr.  Chace  complained  that  his  arguments  on 
this  subject  had  not  been  fairly  met  and  answer- 
ed, but  that  gentlemen  had  flownoff  to  incidental 
or  irrelevant  points,  &c.     The  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  had  intimated  that  the  people  of  his 
State  were  high-minded  men;  Mr.  C.  said  they 
were  also  a  people  of  steady  habits;  and  he  asked 
whether  they  would  have  ever  consented  to  give 
to  their  public  officers  a  compensation  at  the  rate 
of  seventeen  and  a  half  dollars  per  day? — at  a 
rate  of  salary  which,  during  the  time  of  their 
actual  service,  would  exceed  that  of  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States — which  he  computed 
thus:  Congress  would  meet  on  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next,  and  tarry  until  the  4th  day  of 
March.     The  utmost  term  of  that  session  would 
be  three  months,  and  it  might  be  less.     The  com- 
pensation for  that  year  would  then  exceed  seven- 
teen dollars  per  day.     Would  the  people  relish 
this  1  he  asked  ;  for,  he  added,  when  we  legislate 
in  our  own  behalf,  we  ought  to  have  due  refer- 
ence to  the  opinion  of  the  people,  as  far  as  con- 
nected with  the  principles  of  justice  and  reason. 
He  had  no  objection  to  making  the  compensation 
somewhat  greater,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  clearly 
defined,  and  not  larger,  relatively,  than  the  pres- 
ent compensation  was  when  first  fixed.     On  this 
bill,  if  it  passed,  he  further  said,  would  be  founded 
demands  for  an  increase  of  compensation  from 
every  person  in  public  office  within  the  United 
States — from   every  clerk,  &c.,  at   the   Seat  of 
Government.    In  this  and  other  views  he  regarded 
the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  highly  inexpedient. 
Mr.  Roberts  rose  to  defend  his  vote  from  the 
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yrgumenis^jf  those  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  was 
July  sensil^e.  he  hoped,  of  the  situation  in  which 
uiembers  o\  this  House  stood  in  relation  to  pub- 
^c  opinion?  but  he  knew  not,  on  this  subject, 
j/hat  public  opinion  was.  This  question  was 
presented  ij;  hitu  for  decision  without  that  light. 
There  hadJbecn  a  feeling  generally  prevalent'  as 
ir  as  his  i^ifurmaiion  extended,  that  the  present 
ompensat^n  of  the  members  was  not  sufficient, 
had  beeti,  his  conviction  that  it  was  better  not 
,1  agitate  i^iis  question  at  the  present  time;  but 
lipe  proposition  had  originated  in  the  other  Hou^e. 
;  t  Vhich  wasTit  least  as  re.sponsible  to  public  opinion 
»<3  this;  aijd,  Relieving  it  not  objectionable  in 
r  Unnciple,  lie  felt  u  his  duty  to  vote  for  it.  If  it 
»  Jiere  an  unjiopular  act,  he  said,  its  weight  would 
J  ^11  on  the  /houlders  of  those  who  voted  for  it — 
^*  f^  might  occasion  their  removal  from  the  public 
r  ftjouDcils.  bj  which  it  might  be  that  the  public 
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'illiterest  mi^ht  be  promoted:  if  so.  he  was  willinf' 
;c#  make  iht>  sacrifice.  The  proposed  amount  ol" 
j^mpensaiiSn  was  perhaps  too  large;  with  the 
gleas  of  ihij  subject  arising  from  his  humble  situ- 
*-*ion  in  lilerhad  he  had  the  direction  of  this  ques- 
Son,  he  shcjuld  not  perhaps  have  fixed  it  .so  hiah  ; 
^t,  he  coDjidered  the  two  Houses,  on  this  ques- 
loD,  like  a-|ury  much  divided  on  the  subject  be- 
bre  them,  hut  obliged  to  decide  upon  soraethin'r 
;i>n  the  grojjnd  of  abstract  right,  however,  with- 

** -ardjothe   House  of  Representatives    he 

red  H  expedient  to  pass  the  bill:  it  might 
^  .liiprovea  perhaps  in  detail,  but  the  principle 

S^  considered  as  correct.     Whatever  appealed  to 
Ae  honorable  feelings  of  the   members  of  Con- 
Kress  coultk  not  fail   of  exciting  them  to  a  more 
tArnesi  discharge  of  their  duty,  than   a  rule  of 
**3mpen5atiin  which  pays  them  for  each  day  they 
^  uend  the  ..ublic  service.     As  to  the  plea  of  the 
travagan*e  of  the  proposed  compensation    he 
I'^Died  the  .airness  of  the  view  in  which  it  'had 
■en  preserjted,  as  well  as  the  correctness  of  the 
.mputaiio:,!   as  to  the   length    of  the  sessions, 
ut  not  onjy  the  mere  time  of  attendance  in  this 
JHouse  ougM  to  be  taken  into  view,  but  the  inter- 
•tf.-rence  of  uie  duties  of  the  station  with  their  do- 
aiestic  occjipations  and  arrangements.     Mr    R 
♦f/id  he  should  contradict  the  character  his  habits 
j-Qd  mode  (if  life  had  given  him,  if  he  were  to  be- 
Jpme  an  advocate  for  extravagance;  but,  on  the 
^ther  hand,.he  did  not,  nor  did  the  people,  desire 
4.  see  niembers  living  here  in  a  state  of  privation 
^StQd  sufferii^g.     If  his  views  of  this  subject  should 
%Be  d.^appru^'ed  by  the  people,  he  wa.  willing  to 
^tire  Irum.'iheir  service,  &c. 
^The  que^ion  was  then  taken  on  postponement 
jfid  negaiiwed.  ' 

r.  Mr.  .Ma.'-o.n  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  re- 
»)mmit  the  bill  with  a  view  to  amend  it.— Ne<ra- 
i#ved,  yeas  t>.  " 

g  The  que^ion  was  then  taken  on  the  passa<re  of 
tfte  bill,  an(|^  decided  in  the  affirmative— vea"s  21 
lj»ys  11,  as  follows:  yeas<ii, 

•  N  n"'~-^^r!"-  ^*'^'  ^'^^'  ^^^^ri,  Campbell,  Con- 

Jt,  Uaggett,  Dana,  GaiJlard,  Harper,  Horsey,  Howell 

f^unter, L.cu. k  Morrow, RoberU,  Talbot, Tait, Thomp-' 

*<»n,  Turner, -WeUa,  and  WUUaniB.  ^ 


Nat«— Mewrs.  Chace,  King.  Macon,  Maion  of  New 
Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Ruggle»,  Sanford 
Taylor,  Tichenor,  Varnum,  and  VViUon.  * 

The  question  being  then  on  the  title  of  the  bill 
to  change  the  mode  of  compensation  of  the  mem- 
bers, dec. 

Mr.  Varnum  suggested  that  the  title  of  t|,e 
bill  would  be  advantageously  amended  by  making 
it  "a  bill  to  double  the  compensation,"  (fee 

Mr.  Dana  said,  if  the  gentleman  desired  to 
move  the  amendment,  that  it  was  a  legal  opinion 
that  the  title  of  an  act  need  not  necessarily  cor- 
respond with  its  content";. 

No  amendment  being  moved  to  the  litl^*  it  was 
agreed  lo.  ' 


Friday,  March  15. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Ferdi- 
nando  Fairfax,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  others,  praying  the  re- 
"^T/r'ir'  "'^"•''•00  of  certain  patents  granted 
to  William  Thornton,  for  inventions  in  and  ap- 
plicable to  steam  navigation,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
llih  instant,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased  ;  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  SecreUry  at  War 
of  the  7th  instant,  made  in  compliance  with  the  reao- 
lution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  30th  of  January  la.t,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affair.,  with  in- 
structions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aulhor- 
iimg,  by  law,  the  filhng  up  and  preaerv.ng  complete, 
by  enlutment,  the  Military  Peace  E.ubli.hment  of 
the  Lnitcd  butes,  as  now  fixed  by  law. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  cf  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  limit  the 
right  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  (or  the  District  of  Columbia,  together 
with  the   amendments   reported   thereto   by  the 

selectcomrnittee.andhavingagreed  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly, and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  consideration  of  the  bill  dividing  the 
btateofPennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  considera- 
Mon^  thereof  was  further  postponed  to  Tuesday 

The  bill  entitled,  -An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gus- 
tavus  Loomis.'  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  me*sage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  .q 
wluch  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

readin  ^^^  '"'^'  ^'"^   ^""^^^"^  '°  ^^'^^  '"°°^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  bill  was  read  the 

J  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
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to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform 
National  Currency. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  further  extending  the  time  for 
issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants,  and 
for  other  purposes,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  District  of  Columbia  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  the  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Thursday  next. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  following  resolution,  submitted  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Daggett,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Sutes. 

On  this  subject  there  was  some  discussion  as  to 
the  proper  mode  of  procedure  ;  in  which  Messrs. 
Roberts,  Daggett.  Talbot,  Maso.n,  of  New 
Hampshire,  Bibb.  Lacock,  and  Brown,  took 
part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  District  Judges  were  added  to  this  motion. 

•Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  amend  the  resolve,  by 
adding  also  "  ttie  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  Talbot  desired  to  embrace  also  the  Heads 
of  Departments  and  Foreign  Minist^.s^  whom  he 
ihoughtstill  more  inadequately  compensated  than 
the  judges.  «tc. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  salaries  of  the  judges,  and  also  of 
the  great  officers  of  Government,  was  not  dis- 
tinctly questioned,  but  rather  generally  admitted. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  a  committee  had  been 
appointed,  some  lime  ago,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  the  Government  gener.Tlly.  It  having  been 
suggested  that  the  committee  already  appointed 
had  this  subject  before  them — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolve  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day week. 


SSNATB. 


length  ;  being  zealously  opposed  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
and  also  by  Me.-=srs.  Taylor,  Daggett,  and  Fbo- 
MENTiN.  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Dana.  It  was  finally  neg- 
atived. 

The  bill  was  further  considered, and  the  amend- 
ments first  above  described  were  agreed  to.  The 
time  fur  exhibitingclaims  is  limited  to  two  years. 
The  bill  provides  for  cases  of  losses  of  property 
under  contracts  with  the  Government,  as  well  as 
by  impressment,  &,c. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
strikeout  the  word  "contract." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate.  It  was 
supported  by  the  mover,  Messrs.  Roberts,  and 
Daggett,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  subject  the 
United  States  to  pay  for  losses  the  risk  of  which 

I  every  individual  in  making  contracts  must  have 
taken  into  consideration,  and  regulated  his  con- 
tract accordingly.     The  motion  was  opposed  by 

I  Messrs.  Brown,  Barry.  Lacock.  and  Talbot, 
on  the  ground  that  there  were   many  cases  in 

j  which  wagons,  teams,  boats,  dec  are  employed  in 

j  services,  the  nature  and  danger  and  risk  of  which 
the  commanding  officer  of  an  army  would  be 
criminal  in  making  public,  dec.  And  in  such 
cases,  where  the  United  States  imposed  conditions 
not  understood  or  anticipated,  equitable  remune- 
ration for  loss  ought  to  be  made,  (tc. 

Before  the  decision  of  this  question,  it  was  su- 
perseded by  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
tion in  which  it  stood. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  to  Monday,  to  which  day  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


P.WMENT  FOR  PROPERTY  LOST,  Ac 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
authorizing  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates. 

The  bill  has  been  much  amended,  and  indeed 
essentially  changed  in  all  its  features,  since  it 
came  into  the  Senate. 

As  It  was  last  reported  from  a  select  committee 
it  proposes  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  com- 
missioners, at  ihe  Seat  of  Government,  to  sit  on 
and  finally  decide  all  claims  of  the  character  em- 
braced by  the  bill. 

An  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  appoint  commissioners  to  collect  evi- 
dence, arrange  and  report  it  to  Congress  (but  not 
to  decide   upon   it)  was  debated  at  considerable 


Monday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Johnson,  and  others,  owners  of  an  establishment 
for  the  manufacturing  of  woollen  cloth  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  patronage  and 
protection  of  Government,  for  reasons  stated  in 
the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  9th  instant,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  latest  returns,  be  referred  to  the  Militia  Committee, 
with  instructions  to  devise  and  report  such  provisions 
as  may  be  necessary  and  expedient  to  insure  the  an- 
nual returns  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  now 
required  by  law,  to  be  made  by  their  respective  Adju- 
tant Gcneralu,  to  the  War  Department  of  the  United 
States. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tlie  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  oi  certain 
claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes;" 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Erastus 
Loomis;"  also  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Vermont;" 
in  which   bills   they  request  the  concurrence  of 
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5j^e  Senate.  They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  which 
^^iginaied  jo  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  rela- 
^Ifcre  to  evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization."  with 
i^nendmenrv,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
•*nce  of  the  Senate. 

■^The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  araend- 
fVnts  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  ;  and,  on  motion 
|ii  Mr.  Horsey,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
IS  postpoijed  until  to-morrow 


quire  into  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  dispose  of  so  much 
of  the  reservation  of  six  miles  .square,  in  the  county 
of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  a  site  to  a  town  convenient  for  a  seat  of 
justice  in  the  said  county;  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the   consideration  of  the  bill  further  ex- 


1  he  thre»)  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  I  tending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  militarv 


land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes;  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to.  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question 
"Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  wa.'  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Senate   resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


;?re  read,  jjnd  passed  to  the  second  reading, 
i  .^^The  bill  li)  limit  the  right  of  appeal  from  the 
'  .^JcjJit  cour(  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
-  4    Columbia,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 
;  I  The  engrossed  bill  respecting  the  late  officers 

■  V^^  ^^^"^  ^\  ''^^  ^'°°P  °^  **■■  Wasp,  was  read  a 
;  pird  time,  wd  passed. 

rfFhe  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  15th  ,       ....  ^..„.e   .c^u.u.u  .nr:  con.iueraiion  o.  tn- 
*.taDt,  lor  (efemng  the  report  of  the  Secretary  j  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
^  War  of  tfie  -th  instant,  to  the  Committee  on    ted  States  so  as  to  regulate  the  mode  of  choosing 
..  JI|Iitary  Affijirs  ;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilso.n,    Representatives  in  Congress,  and  Electors  of  Pre- 
::^|itJrlher  consideration  thereof  was  postponed '-•'''•"• ---^  ■»'■--"--'--- •'^ '-^ 
ift^U  to-morrow. 

"*rhe  bill  t.3  provide  for  the  indemnification  for 
jvaie  losses  of  properly  employed  in  the  pujblic 
■fvice,  in  it-  amended  shape,  (going  to  constitute 
joard  of  cooiraissioners  to  audit  and  settle  claims 
(*i  .this  descr^.)llon,)  was  further  amended,  and  at 
l|4gih  ordered,  with  its  various  amendments,  to 
t^^ead  a  thiid  time. 

arbe  Senaje  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 

w^ole  the  •  onsideration  of  the   bill  for  calling 

:.lj^h  the  rail.tia  to  execute  the  lawsof  the  Union, 


.44'     .  .  - .-.., 

;S|^press  insnrrecliou,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
:r|;|eal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
:ittes,  together  with  the  proposed  amendment- 
AJl  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  consideration 
i  W^°' ^^s  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
.   if  ne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
;ljj  entitled -An  act  making  further   provision 
J  fH  military  -.ervices  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
;  ajer  purposes."  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot 
M^if  consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed 
;  uijil  to-morcow. 
i^tfhe  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

•  Wt  !'  ^^^^/o"sideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
.cJiJohn   H(.nker,    formerly    Consul   General    of 

'  Jli' o^  '°  '^'  ^.°"^'^  ^'^'"'  and  on  motion,  by 

•  r^^.  KoBERTd,  the  consideration  thereof  was  fur- 
.  t^f  r  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

•  i^^^  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Tl^ort  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affijirs  on 
;  m  petition  of  the  representatives  of  Ignace  De- 
,ig«p\  and  oti  motion,  by  Mr.  Bahbolr.  the  coq- 
isu«ration  il^ereof  was  further  postponed  to  this 
^d|i^  fortnight. 
-•   ^'■'n   raoiioR.   by  Mr.  Chace.  the  bill  entitled 

act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  circuit  and 
ict  courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  d.s- 
tli^t  of  Vermont,"  was  read  the  second  lime  by 
tui4niinou5  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Corn- 
ice of  th.'   Whole;  and  passed   to  the  third 


:dh|ric 
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ling. 


Q  motioi,.  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  committee 

•oinied  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 

AlisMssipjn  Territory,  was  instructed   to 


in- 


sident  and  Vice  President  thereof;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  HoRSEv  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rttohtd,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  of  the  tiyUi  uliuno,  relaUve  to 
private  banking  associationa  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient 
and  proper  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  payment 
of  specie  by  the  several  banks  in  the  said  Dulnct. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  Unites  States  as  relates  to 
roads  and  canals,  was  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  laying  out  a  national  or  military 
road  from  the  town  of  Washington  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  Sandusky  Bay.  passing  through  Charles- 
town  in  Virginia,  Cadiz.  i\ew  Philadelphia,  and 
Wooster  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

THE  JUDICI.\RV. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolve  proposed  by  Mr.  Sanford,  embracing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  make  the 
judges  removable  from  office  on  the  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  President.  <tc. 

Mr.  Sanford  proposed  to  refer  the  resolve  to 
a  select  committee;  but,  subsequently.  Mr.  Dag- 
gett moved  to  postpone  it  to  Wednesday. 

In  the  conversation  respecting  the  mode  of  dis- 
posing  ol    this   business,  .^ome  general    remarks 
were  made,  of  a  decided  character,  by  Mr.  King 
against  the  object  of  the  re.oive,  on   the  ground 
ot  Its  proposing  to  invade  the  independence  of  the 
Judiciary,  bo  all-importaoi  and  sacred  a  part  of 
our  Constitution,  that  the  Legislature  ought  not 
even  to  propose  to  disturb  it.    Mr.  RoBERTa  and 
Mr.  bA.NFORD,  in  reply,  took  ground  against  Mr. 
KINGS  doctrine,  which  they  argued  placed  the 
judges  on  an  eminence  more  exalted  than  was 
consistent  with  the  genius  of  our  Government  or 
the  extent  of  our  Constitution.  &c.     This  debate 
incidentally   arose,   and    may    be  considered    as 
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merely  breaking  ground  preliminary  to  the  dis- 
cussion which  may  take  place  on  this  question, 
if  it  is  discussed  at  all.  Mr.  Fromentin  also 
strongly  protested  against  interfering  with  the 
Judiciary,  forcibly  remarking  that  blood  followed 
from  every  the  slightest  wound  inflicted  on  that 
valuable  institution,  dec. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
postponed  to  Monday. 


Tuesday,  March  19. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eras- 
tus  Loomis,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred 10  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincen- 
nes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  the  7th  December,  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississipni 
Territory.  ^^ 

The  motion  raadethe  15ih  instant,  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, referring  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
of  the  7ih  instant,  to  the  Committee  on  Militarv 
Affair.",  was  withdrawn. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  18th  instant,  for  referrin^r  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  sTates, 
of  the  9th  instant,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Militia  Com- 
mittee; and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  for  instructing  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  29ih  ultimo  to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedi- 
ent and  proper  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual 
payment  of  specie  by  the  several  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  the  times  for 
holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  district  of  Vermont."  was  read 
a  third  time,  atjd  passed. 

wtT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
owed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  on  Continental  Establishment;  and,  on  mo-  i 
tion.  by  Mr.  Barboir,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  consideration 
of  the  report  ot  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  State 
and  Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  land^ 
^■«  'ur'her  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  evidence  in 
cases  of  naturalization."— Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  they  concur  therein.' 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  miliiary  land  warrants,  and  for  other  I 
purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  i 
to  authorize  the   payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  mil 


itary  service  of  the  United  States."  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  eiig^Jossed. 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and 
the  blank  filled. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendment*. 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended  by  adding 
thereto  "  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  repel  invasion,  and  to  repeal  the  laws 
heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes,  together  with 
the  proposed  amendment ;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Lacock.  the  consideration  was  further  postponed 
until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  dividing  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, into  two  judicial  districts;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Lacock.  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  bill   from    the   House  of  Representatives 

making   further   provision    for  miliiary  services 

during  the  late  war.  and  for  other  purposes,  beinff 

taken  up.  i     r        ,         5 

Mr.  Wilson  offiired  the  following  amendment 
as  a  fourth  section  to  the  bill : 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  donations  of  land  be 
granted  to  all  the  officers  of  the  regular  armj  who 
have  been  disbanded  as  supernumeraries,  either  in 
consolidating  regiments  or  corps  dunng  the  late  war,  or 
in  reducing  the  army  conformably  to  the  act  of  March 
the  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  as 
follows,  to  wit :  to  each  major  general,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  ;  to  each  brigadier  gen- 
eral,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  to 
each  colonel  and  heutenant  colonel,  nine  hundred  and 
sLity  acres;  to  each  major,  eight  hundred  acres;  to 
each  captain,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  to  each 
subaltern,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  and  to  of- 
ficers of  the  medical  and  other  sUff,  who  have  no  rank, 
in  proportion  to  their  pay,  according  to  the  scale  afore- 
said. 

The  amendment  being  read. 

Mr.  Wilson  observed  that,  on  a  subject  which 
had  so  long  been  the  theme  of  reflection  and  dis- 
cussioo,  he  did  not  intend  to  take  up  much  of  the 
time  of  the   Senate.     He  would   merely  observe 
that  he  thought  the  allowance  contemplated  by 
this  amendment  to  the  disbanded  officers  of  the 
late  Army,  was  required  by  justice,  inasmuch  as 
their  pay  was,  at  best,  insufficient  to  meet  the  ex- 
tra expenses  to  which  they  had   been  subjected 
during  the  late  war.  in  travelling  from  one  post  to 
another,  and  in  living  on  the  frontiers.     As  their 
nay  had  been  often  long  delayed,  and  payment,  at 
length,  frequently  made  in  depreciated  currency, 
that  good  policy  demanded  this  allowance,  as  it 
would,  in  a  considerable  degree,  satisfy  a  very  nu- 
merous meritorious  class  of  men,  who  now  thought 
their  services  and  sacrifices  had  been  poorly  re- 
warded by  their  country  ;  as  it  would  have  a  ben- 
eficial effect,  in  case  of  a  future  war.  upon  the 
young  and  enterprising  who  might  be  inclined  to 
enter  the  military  service — who  would  see  that 
they  would  not  be  turned  ofl^  at  the  close  of  the 
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ftar  withoiii  any  acknowledgment  or  reward;  as 

4  would  b^  the  means  of  forming  a  military  bar- 

jjeron  our  frontiers,  against  the  incursions  of  the 

•Jtvages.  and  against  invasions  by  the  Mississippi 

A,  •  the  Lakf's  ;  and  as  it  would  induce  many  of  the 

s;^ldiers  to  retain  and  settle  their  bounty  lands  un- 

\kr  the  auspices  of  these  officers.     That  this  gra- 

[t^ity  was  4Hnctioned  by  precedents  furnished  at 

i^eclose  ot  ihe  Revolutionary  war,  and  on  the  dis- 

!jj|indment  vt  the  Army  in  1800;  and  that  public 

l)inion,  so  far  as  it  could  be  collected,  called  for 

*is,  or  so^jie  other  expression   of  the   national 

i«titude  tfj  the  disbanded  officers,  <Scc. 

>  .  Mr.  BRtrw.N  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 

*,'^inciple  of  the  amendment,  but  thought  a  dis- 

t|imiDatioi>  ought  to  be  made  between  those  offi- 

y*rs  who  hiid  rendered  essential  service,  and  such 

:4  had  done  little  or  nothing.     Some,  he  observed, 

'^d  been  m  service   many  years,  and  were  now 

jrned  out,  with  habits  which  prevented   them 

!j)m  resortmg  to  any  kind  of  business  fur  a  sup- 

hirt ;  whil^  others  had  never  seen  an  enenjy,  nor 

i?ade  sacriOces  of  any  kind.     He  did  not  think  it 

ould  be  just  to  put  all  on  the  same  fooling  ;  and, 

i<|  allow  time  to  make  a  discrimination,  he  moved 

Jijposiponeipent  of  the  bill. 

i  fMr.  TALijOT  was  against  a  postponement.    The 

jjill  contained  provision  for  the  widows  and  or- 

kifans  of  iririlitiameo,  which   it  was   highly  im- 

/jrtant  should  pass  with  as  little  delay  as  possi- 

>^ ;  and   h;- did   not  think   it  would  be  right  to 

i'-stpone  the   bill   to    introduce  a   provision  in- 

(^gruous  Arith  the  provisions  already  contained 

if  it, 

vMr.  WiLHON  replied  that  if  the  gentleman  had 
Ud  the  b:ll  through,  he  would  have  seen  that 
,l|e  amendtlient  offered  was  not  incongruous  with 
Ip  provisions,  as  a  part  of  the  bill  related  to  land 
j|iunties  granted  to  soldiers  of  the  regular  array  ; 
\{\d  It  couM  nut  be  incongruous  to  introduce  a 
i^ovision  conccrniug  officers  of  the  same  estab- 
\ihraent. 

fMr.  Talbot  explained,  bat  declared   himself 
,1^11  opposed  to  the  postponement. 
»  ^^Mr.  BROjk'.N  again  spoke  in  favor  of  au  allow- 
,|fice  to  suci  officers  as  had  devoted  their  lives  to 
lie  service.of  their  country,  and  moved  a  post- 
laneraent,  <p  atTord  an  opportunity  of  modifying 
i^e  aniendt|ient  so  as  to  meet  his  views. 
;Mr.BAHHuuR advocated  the  postponement.    He 
liuld  not  v-Jte  for  the  amendment  as  it  now  stood. 
'j.1  was  in  lavor  of  a  liberal  provision  for  those 
.:^ose  head*  had  b«en  bleached  in  their  country's 
4«^vice.     li'  he  were  allowed  time  to  prepare  it 
|)  would  ofler  a  section  to  provide  for  such  as  he 
Itemed  entjiled  to  the  munificence  ol  the  nation. 
I^The  bill  jvas  then   postponed  until  to-morrow 
fcthout  decjiding  oa  Mr.  WiLso.N'd  motion. 

JWed.nesday,  March  20. 
rlr.  TAiTjfrom  the  Cunamittee  on  Naval  Af- 
irs  to  who^n  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An 
tfor  the  rflief  of  Erastus  Loorais,"  reported  it 
ihout  arai«ndmeni." 
^Mr.  Sa.ni-ord  presented  the  petition  of  Juhn 

i 

t  I 


i? 


G.  Gootsberger,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties  on 
certain  goods  and  merchandise,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  WiLSo.N,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment," reported  it  with  amendments  ;  which  were 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision 
for  settling  claims  to  land  m  the  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois ,''  also  a  bill,  eiitiiled  "An  act  to  abolish  the 
existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lieu  of  those 
at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spi- 
rituous liquors;"  io  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  They  have  also  passed 
a  resolution  appointinga  committee  on  their  part, 
to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by 
the  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  what  business 
will  demand  the  attention  of  Congress  prior  to 
adjournment;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills,  and  the  resolution  last  brought 
up  for  concurrence,  were  read,  and  passed  to  The 
vecond  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so 
as  to  subject  the  judges  of  all  the  courl»  thereof 
to  removal  Irom  office  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Lacock,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
jKjstponed  until  Monday  next. 
iiT^'\^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  and  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz;" 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberth,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next.  ' 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Massachusetts  Bible  Socie- 
ties ;  and  the  biU  was  read,  and  pa>sed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

MILIT.\RY  SERVICES. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bil  entitled  'An  act  making  further  provision  for 
roiiitary  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes, '  together  with  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  on  motion,  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  as  follows: 

I  "A''^"  ~  ^'  ii  further  enacted,  That  donaUons  of 
land  be  granted  to  ail  the  officers  of  the  regular  army 
who  have  been  disbanded  as  supernumcrarie*,  either 
in  consolidating  regimenU  or  corps  during  the  late 
war,  or  in  reducing  the  Army  conformably  to  the  act 
of  March  the  third  1816,  as  follows  to  wit:  to  c»ch 
Major  General,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  -ighty 
acres ;  to  each  Ungadier  General,  one    tiiousand  one 
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hundred  and  twenty  acres;  to  each  Colonel  and  Lieu-  ' 
tenant  Colonel,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  to  each  ' 
Major,  eight  hundred  acres  ;  to  each  CapUin,  six  hun-  i 
dred  and  forty  acres  ;  to  each  subaltern,  four  hundred  ' 
and  eighty  acres  ;  and  to  officers  of  the  medical  and  i 
other  stall",  who  have  no  rank,  in  proportion  to  their  pay,  ' 
according  to  the  scale  aforesaid :"  i 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10  I 
nays  15,  as  follows:  '  1 

Yeas— .Messrs.  Bftrry,  Brown.  Chace,  Condit.From- 
entin,  Lacock,  Macon,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  and  Wilson.  I 

Nais— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Daggett,  (JaiUard,  ' 
King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  RoberU,  i 
TalboU  Tail,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  i 
and  Wells. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  a  new  section  to  the  i 
bill,  embracing  a  land  bounty  to  disbanded  officers  I 
of  acertain  class,  (having  intimated  his  intention, 
previous  to  the  last  vote,  to  move  it.) 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  till  to-morrow, 
without  deciding  on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  so  as  to  regulate  the  mode  of  choosing 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock 

"  That  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes, 
providing  for  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent by  the  Electors  of  each  «ute  qualified  to  vote  for 
the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  Sute  Legislature:" 

Mr.  Barbour  having  stated  his  ideaof  a  marked 
difference  in  principle  between  the  two  objects  of 
electing  Electors  and  Representatives;  in  which 
view  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Lacock,  and  Mr. 
Mason  of  New  Hampshire  having  remarked 
thereon — 

Mr.  Barbour  said,  that  it  was  essential  to  the 
character  of  a  pure  representation,  that  the  Rep- 
resentative should  have  a  common  feeling  with 
his  constituents ;  that  be  should  know  their  wants 
and  be  possessed  of  their  sentiments.     Residence 
IS  partof  the  proper  character  of  a  Representative 
who  ought   not   to  be  placed   at  such  a  distance  I 
Irom  his  constituents  that  he  can  know  neither  I 
their  wants  nor  their  feelings.     The  case  is  dif-  ' 
lerent  with  respect  to  the  election  of  Electors  in  i 
respect  tu  whom  that  personal  knowledge  is  not  I 
necessary  to  their  constituents.     Not.  Mr.  B.said   '■ 
that  be  would  take  the  power  of  electing  a  Presi-  ■ 
dent  of  the  United  States  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
people.     God  forbid,  said  he.  that  the  power  of 
electing  ^  President  of  the  United  States  should 
be  lodged  in  any  other  hands  than  those  of  the 
people  themselves.     The  whole  Congress  united 
dictating  a  nomination,  would   weigh  no  more 
than  a  feather  in  the  balance  against  the  public 
will ;   any  dictation   in  opposition   to  the  public 
sentiment,  would  be  considered  as  an  outrage  on 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and   justly  scouted  by 
them.    The  man  who  is  chosen  an  Elector  knows 
the  sentiments,  which  he  is  bound  to  carry  with 


him  into  the  Electoral  College,  and  which  only 
It  IS  his  duty  to  express.     The  people  emphati- 
cally elect  the  President;  but   those    selected  to 
express  their  will,  may  be  chosen  by  general  ticket 
without   violating   the    representative   principle. 
Mr.  B.  was.  therefore,  opposed  to  that  partof  the 
proposition  before   the  Senate  which  embraced 
the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President.   In 
regard  to  the  inconvenience  of  laying  out  States 
into  districts  for  electing  RepresentatTves.  he  said. 
he  could   not  see  the    inconveniences  su^rgested 
by  the   gentleman  from    New  Hampshire.  (Mr. 
Mason.)  as  it  would  occur  but  once  in  ten  years 
The  advantages  of  an  uniformity  in  the  mode  of 
election,  be  said,  was  obvious  in  regard  to  Rep- 
resentatives,     it  would   put  down   all   that  ma- 
nojuvring  which   would    repress  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  by  a  juggle,  which,  he  said,  was  an 
inconvenience   much  greater  than   the   labor  of 
designating  the  metes  and  bounds  of  a  district 
In  consequence  of  the  elections  by  districts  in  the 
large  States,  and   by  general  ticket   in  the  small 
btates,  an   undue   preponderance   had  heretofore 
been  given,   Mr.  B.  said,  to  the   small   Stales  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation.     The  general  ticket 
for  Electors  had  its  origin  in  one  of  the  Eastern 
States,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  man y  political 
ideas;  it  had  been  received  with  great  opposition 
indeed,  but.  from  self-defence,  the  Southern  States 
had  been  most  of  them  obliged  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample.    Under  the  district  system,  Pennsylvania 
exhibitedaraelancholy  spectacle;  whilst  the  small 
Eastern  States  gave  each  many  votes,  the  weight 
of  Pennsylvania,  great  as  she  is.  dwindled  down 
to  a  solitary  vote.     Pennsylvania,  which  should 
have  loomed  in  the  horizon  as  large  as  any  State 
in  the  Union,  became   inviMble   in  consequence 
of  the  general  ticket  being  resorted  to.    To  re<rain 
her  station  in   the  Union,  she  was  compelle"d  to 
follow  the  example.     Virginia,  also,  obliged  by 
inevitable  necessity,  arising  from  the  principle  of 
self-preservation  requiring  her  tocounterpoise  that 
system  which  had  made  its  appearance  in  another 
quarter  of  the   Union,  reluctantly  resorted  to  it. 
After  some  further   illustrative  remarks,  Mr.  B. 
said,  in  every  point  of  view,  he  was  now'opposed 
to  the  districting  the  State  for  the   election  of 
Electors;  whilst  he  considered  the  remainder  of 
the  proposicion  before  the  Senate  as  a  recurrence 
to  the  true  principles  of  the  Constitution,  which 
required  that  Representatives  should  beuniformly 
elected    by   districts.      The   representative   body 
would  then  be  that  pure  organ  of  the  popular  will 
in  the  National  Councils,  which  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  intends  it. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he  had 
no  disposition  to  enter  into  the  controversy  re- 
specting great  States  and  small  States.  He 
never  had  understood,  however,  that  any  State 
south  of  Virginia,  had  led  Virginia  into  a  change 
of  the  mode  of  election  of  Electors.  According 
to  history,  as  he  had  read  it,  Mr.  M.  said,  Virginia 
was  the  first  State  that  changed  its  mode  of  elec- 
tion ;  he  knew  of  no  State  which  had  previously 
changed  it.  The  Eastern  States  had  made  no 
change  at  all  in  that  respect,  having  been  uniform 


* 


I 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


216 


NATE. 


t 

I 


Avundment  to  the  Constitution. 


March,  1816. 


|ifihey  wer^  elected  by  districts.  A 
L,*n  of  Eleciors.  and  the  observation  t 
11  the  whc^e  Congress,  united  in  I 
(|in,  woult^be  but  as  a  feather  in  tl 
It  said  it  w;is  a  feather  which  alway 


■jt  adherinsj  to  one  system.  It  was  not  of  much 
Importances  he  said,  who  led  and  who  followed  ; 
if€  quesiioi4  13,  what  shall  be  the  remedy  in  future 
\k  the  wai^ft  of  uniformity  now  felt?  The  gen- 
"'rrnan  fror^  Virginia  was  desirous  that  the  small 
.■jates  should  be  districted  for  the  election  of  their 
>^presenta}ives — for  what  ?  That  the  people  may 
^press  their  will.  Mr.  M.  admitted  there  was 
vrbstance  id  this  argument  as  to  the  great  States, 
i^t  not  as  ID  the  small  ones,  in  which  every  man 

I' Ao posed  to  their  suffrage,  by  general  ticket,  was 
lynost  equally  well  known  to  his  constituents,  as 
Jihey  wer^  elected  by  districts.  As  to  the  elec- 
'  n  of  Eleciors.  and  the  observation  that  the  voice 

favor  of  any 
he  scale,  Mr. 

ys  had  turned, 

f'J  always, would  turn,  the  balance.     He  spoke 
(^  with  reference  to  any  particular  transaction  ; 
i^t,  let  the  C^ongress  continue  to  make  their  nom- 
^^tion,  tfae6tate  Legislatures  their  nominations 
l-^lectors.iflnd  these  two  together  would  forever 
-e  a  Presalent  to  the  United  States.     All  the 
"^uraent?  (\f  the  gentleman  in  favor  of  electing 
jpresenia^ves  by  districts  apply,  but  with  much 
ater  forci.  to  the  election  of  Electors ;  for  here 
if  |he  great  jiressure  of  danger ;  in  this  point,  may  it 
if  irays  be  e^pecred  that  an  inHuence  will  be  ex- 
Jed  over  l^e  people,  which  he  said  he  knew  no 
yy  of  couif.eracting,  but  by  putting  each  Elector 
bin  the  .'phere  of  the  personafknowledge  of 
t|^se  who  .ire  to  choo?e  hira.     With  this  view 

tcl-^y  did  Mr.  M.  incline  to  favor  this  part  of  the 
position  io  aiuenil  the  Constitution,  which,  if 
pled,  would  make  it  more  diflScult  that  any- 
3g  like  dri'tation  should  be  practised  in  the  case 
t|if;  the  elec;iion   of    Electors.      The  election  of 
l^:|eciors  by  districts,  would  tend  to  take  the  power 
(^  appointii^  the  head,  the  sole  depository  of  the 
Pi|wer  of   ii;e  nation,  out  of  hands  in  which  the 
<*anstitutioy  endeavored  to  prevent  its  ever  being 
}.jjced.     H4  was.  therefore,  favorable  to  that  part 
<J|ihe  motiiiin  before  the  Senate  which  related  to 
icI"  eleciioniof  Electors.     lu  the  other  clause  of 
t^i  propose4  Constitutional  amendment  (relating 
ti^the  elecjion  of  Representatives)  he  saw  no 
ajai  advai.tage;    he   wished  the  practical  evil 
i|^er  the  present  system  to  be  pointed  out.    The 
S^tes  elecfiDg  by  general   ticket,  he  said,  were 
n-t  more  populous  than  some  of  those  districts 
injthe  Siai»*j  choosing  by  districts,  in  which  two. 
lluiee  and  l-iur  members   were  for  convenience 
eljcted.     Ai  long.  Mr.  M.  said,  as  the  States  ex- 
fi^ised  the  j)0wer  they  now  possess  (of  selecting 
ti^  mode  ot.election)  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
tf^mselves.iit  would  be  unwise  to  interfere  with 
m  PreferrijQg  himself  to  leave  u  where  it  was 
l^was  opposed  to  that  part  of  the  amendment.    ' 
jjllr.  KiNoisaid  that.so  far  as  regarded  the  man- 
it*r  and   tir^e  of  choosing  Representatives  and 
fixators  to  Congress,  a  majority  of  the  Congress 
•*^y  by  law.  now  establish  the   very  manner  of 
losing  Representatives,  which   was   now  pro- 
edto  be  Erected  into  a  Constitutional  rule.    It 
imed  to  hjra.  therefore,  unnecessary  to  alter  the 
^nstituiiot^  by  imposing  a  rule,  when.accordincr 
r- 


to  the  Constitution,  a  competent  power  can  now 
make  the  same  regulation  by  law.     Not  so  with 
that   part  of  the  amendment   before   the  Senate 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  proposed  to 
strikeout.     The  States  may  now  severally  direct 
the  manner  of  choosing  their  own  Electors  ;  it  is 
proposed  that  the  manner  shall  be  prescribed   by 
the  Constitution.     This,  Mr.  K.  thought  would 
be   an   important    change,  and  the  only   change 
suggested  in   the  Constitution  which   he  deemed 
an  improvement.     He  thought  he  might  venture 
to  say,  that  if  there  was  any  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution deemed  by  its  framers  and  advocates  to  be 
better  secured  than  any  other  against  the  enter- 
prises which  have  since  occurred,  it  was  the  very 
provision  on  the  subject  of  elections  to  the  Pres- 
idency.    The  idea  was,  that  the  action  of  that 
particular  agency  which  has  since  controlled  it. 
was   as    much   displaced   by    the   Constitutional 
plan  of  election  of  President  and  Vice  President 
as  could  possibly  be  devised.     The  opinion  had 
been  that  all  undue  agency  or  influence  was  en- 
tirely guarded  against ;  that  the  men  selected  by 
the  people  from  their  own  body  would  give  their 
votes  in  such  a  manner  as  that   no  opportunity 
would  be  afforded  for  a  combination,  to  change 
the  freedom  and  popularcharacter  which  naturally 
belonged  to  the  electoral  bodies.     Such  had  been 
the  idea  of  the  nation  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.     We  all  know,  said  he,  the 
course  which  this  thing  has  taken.     The  election 
of  a  President  of  the  United  States  is  no  longer 
that  process  which  the  Constitution  contemplated. 
In  conformity  with  the  original  view  of  the  au- 
thors  of  that    instrument,   I    would    restore,   as 
thoroughly  as  possible,  the  freedom  of  electioo 
to  the  people:    I  would  make  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion uniform   through  the  country,  by  throwing 
the  whole  nation  into  as  many  districts  as  there 
are  Electors,  and  let  the  people  of  each  district 
choose  one  Elector.     One  idea   on  this  subject, 
he  thought  worth  more  than  all  the  arguments 
against  this  course;  that  then  all  the  people  of 
the  country  would  stand   precisely  on   the  same 
footing  ;    and  no   particular  addresses  could   be 
made  to  the  special  interests  and  particular  views 
of  particular  men  or  particular  .^ectlons  of  the 
country.    The  course  now  pursued  in  this  respect. 
Mr.  K.  said,  was  not  entitled  to  that  high  dis- 
tinction.    On  the  contrary,  those  who  reflected 
on  It  could  not  help  seeing  that  our  progress  in 
Government  was  not  for  the  better;  that  if  was 
not  likelv   hereafter   to  be  in   favor  of  popular 
rights.     It  was  with  the  people  the  Constitution 
meant  to  place  the  election  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate,  that  being  the  source  least  liable  to  be  cor- 
rupt.    But  if,  under  the  name  of  the  liberty  of 
the  people,  .said  Mr.   K.,  we  put  this  power  into 
other  hands,  with  different  interests,  we  place  it 
in  a  situation  in  which   the  rights  of  the  people 
are  violated.     In  this  point  of  view,  to  him  (he 
said)  this  particular  clause  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  was  of  great  value.  Let 
the  question  of  the  mode  of  election  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  rest  where  it  is;   if  Congress 
choose  to  interpose,  let  them.     The  other  part  of 
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the  proposition  was  io  favor  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  of  the  freedom  of  the  country  ;  for,  with 
regard  to  these  rights  and  freedom,  no  man  could 
name  a  matter  so  important  as  the  choice  of  the 
President  of  the  nation.  It  is  an  infirmity  in  our 
natures  that  we  look  for  chiefs  and  rulers,  either  for 

iheir.superior  virtue,  or  their  supposed  subserviency 
to  the  views  of  those  in  subordinate  situaiions.  It 
was  against  the  evil  of  the  latter  principle.  Mr. 
K.  desired  to  guard.  The  liberties  of  the  people, 
repeated  he,  of  which  we  speak  much,  are  more 
afl^ecied  by  the  choice  of  President  than  by  any 
other  ordinary  political  act.  In  this  point  they 
are  vulnerable  ;  here  ought  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple and  of  the  States  to  be  guarded.  Our  exist- 
ence and  the  passions  of  the  present  day  are 
ephemeral;  public  liberty  should  be  immortal. 
Considering  that  this  body  should  be  to  the  peo- 
ple and  the  States  not  only  the  safe  guardians  of 
their  rights  but  the  protectors  of  their  liberty,  he 
hoped  they  would  adopt  a  provision  he  consid- 
ered so  nearly  connected  with  the  perpetuation 
of  both. 

.Mr.  Bahbodr  said,  he  was  not  unaware  that  it 
was  competent   to  Congress  by  law  to  regulate 
the    mode   cf  electing    Representatives;    but    it 
seemed  to  hira  to  be  one  of  those  important  poli- 
tical principles  which  ought  not  to  depend  on  the 
will    of   Congress.     The    Representative    ought 
not,  It  appeared  to  him,  to  be   the  depositary  of 
the  power  of  regulating  the  mode  of  electing  his 
successor.     In  regard  to  the  Presidential  election, 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  regarded 
as  of  paramount   importance — our  limited    Ma- 
gistracy, Mr.  B.  .said,  was  not  in  his  view  m  any 
degree  formidable  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
The   President   must  execute    the  public  senti- 
ment; when  he  departs  from  u,   he  from  that 
moment  dates  his  continuance  in  office.     There 
wa.s,  Mr.  B.  said,  a  case   on  record   in  which  a 
President  had  sought  to  carry  on  an  administra- 
tion io   opposition  to   the   public  sentiment;   he 
reaped  his   reward— one  whicft,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
hoped  would  attend  all   who  should   make   the 
like  attempt.     All   wise  Governments  look  with 
more  caution   to   those  who  represent  the   pub- 
lic will  than  those  who  execute  it.    It  was  a  desid- 
eratum, Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  purity  and  uniform- 
ity of  their  election  should  be  fixed  immutably 
as  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  beyond  the  control 
ol  the  Legislature.    The  proposition  of  an  amend- 
ment of  this  sort  is  an  appeal  to  public  opinion 
which  may  be  safely  made.     Whatever  may  be 
the  corruption  (which  God  forbid  !)  which  shall 
at  any  time  pervade  the  Congress,  they  will  al- 
way.s   be   restrained    by  an   express  provision  of 
the   Constitution;    aud.   if    this  amendment   be 
adopted,  they  will   not  have  the  power  of  regu- 
ulating  the  mode  of  their  own  election  accord- 
ing  to   their  will  or  caprice.     It  was  wonderful 
to  him,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  so  important  a  question 
should  ever  have  been  left  to  the  decision  of  those 
who  were  interested  in  it ;  and  could  be  account- 
ed for  only  by  viewing  it  in  the  light  of  an  ex- 
periment.    He  desired  to  see  it  placed  on  a  surer 
foundanoD.     In  reply  to  Mr.  Mason,  who  denied 
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the  force  of  the  distinction  in  principle  between 
the  election  of  Electors  and  Representatives  by 
a  general    ticket,  he   said,  that   in   elections   of 
Representatives  by  general  ticket,  men  were  fre- 
quently elected  to  Congress  m  ibat  mode,  who 
would  not  have  been  permitted  by  the  people  to 
represent  the  district  for  which  they  are  elected 
The  Elector,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  mere  organ 
of  public  sentiment,  on  a  question  in  regard  to 
which   there  is  no  sort  of  difliculty  in  asc°ertain- 
ing  the  will  of  the  people.     Mr.  B.  next  spoke  in 
reply  ro  Mr.  Kino's  remarks,  in  reference  to  the 
Presidential  election.    I  would  ask  every  member 
of  the  Senate,  said   he,  whether  any  other  senti- 
ment has  been  expressed,  or  anticipation  formed, 
in  regard  to   this  question   than  thai  the  will  of 
Jje  people  should   be  the  rule  of  its  decision? 
Will  any  gentleman    undertake  to  say  that  any 
man  could  be  elected  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
nation  who  was  not  the  choice  of  the  people? 
The  gentleman  has  suggested  that  it  was  intend- 
ed, by  the  manner  in  which  the  Constitution  is 
organized,  that   the   Electors  should  come  up  to 
the  Electoral  College  without  any  bias  on  their 
minds  as   to   the  character  for  whom   their  suf- 
frage is  to  be  given.     Did  the  gentleman,  as  one 
of  the  makers  of  that  Constitution,  suppose  that 
the  minds  of  men,  chosen  for  the  purpose,  would 
be  wholly  uninfluenced   at  the   time  they   were 
called  on  to  give  their  electoral  vote  ?     Is  it  pos- 
sible  or  ought  It  to  be,  that  their  minds  should 
be  free  from  preference  until   the  moment  they 
are  called  on  to  put  their  ballot  in  the  box  ?  Such      • 
an  idea  is  perfectly  illusory  and  impracticable. 
Ihe  question   must   be   decided   by  the   people 
(who  are  in  this  case  the  Grand   Inquest.)  who 
are  the  fit  men  to  compete  for  this  high  station. 
If  the  Electors  are  to  decide  that  question,  after 
they  enter  on   the  performance  of  the  electoral 
duty,  they  become  the  only  source  of  election 
and  wholly  deprive  the  people  of  this,  which  the 
gentleman  conceives  their  most  important  right.     \ 
The  truth  is,  and  must  be  so  obvious  as  to  be  in-      ^ 
disputable,  that  the  Electors  are  only  the  organs 
of  that  public  sentiment  which  has  been  long  and 
unequivocally    made    up.     Let   us   suppose    the 
time  ever   to  arrive,  when   an  attempt  shall   be 
made  to  take  from  the  people  the  election  of  their 
Chief  Magistrate— could  it  succeed?     Take  the 
Congres.s  and  the  State  Legislatures,  and  throw 
all  their  weight  together  in  one  scale,  and  the  will 
of  the  people  m  the  other  ;  those  who  oppose  the 
people's  will,  at  once  will  kick  the  beam.     Why 
is  It  that  the  constituted  authorities  seem  to  have 
any  agency   now  in   nominating  candidates  for 
the  Presidency  ?     It  is  in  homage  to  that  popular 
sentiment  of  which   they  have  the  knowledge. 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  not  believe  that  all  the  Con- 
gress united,  and  all  the  Legislatures  of  all  the 
States  combined,  could  succeed   asainst  public 
opinion.     There  was,  therefore,  no  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  from  the  present  mode  of 
electing  a  President  of  the  United  States.     An 
important  reason  why  a  different  rule  of  selection 
prevails  in  tlie  case  of  Electors  and  Representa- 
tives, he  said,  was,  that  in  the  choice  of  the  Re- 


519 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


h  ' 


^ENATE. 

> 


Amendment  to  the  ConHitution. 


220 

Maich,  1816. 


221 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Mabcu,  1S16. 


iresentatifes  the  people  merely  are  represented; 
^\  the  choice  of  Electors,  the  people  and  the  sor- 
"'••Ireignty  tf  a  State  are  represented.     If  Electors 
i'ere  iinifVmly  chosen  by  districts,  a  State— Vir- 
ginia for  instance — might  have  twenty-fire  Elec- 
tors, and  g:ve  but  one  vote  ;  whilst  Delaware,  en- 
'itled  only  to  three  Electors,  would,  in  the  same 
ieciion.  give  three  votes — having  aa  influence 
^  the  ele-rtion.  inversely  proportioned  to  its  Cdra- 
Harative  population,  of  three  to  one.     It  followed, 
>e   said,    that   unless   the  principle  of  a  general 
|cker    prevailed  in   the  election   of  Elector^,   a 
late,  possessing  infinitely  the  greatest  number  of 
lectors,  might,  by  a  manoeuvre  or  juggle,  be  de- 
ived  of  Ms  franchise  on  this  great  question. 
Mr.  Maqon  said,  there  was  nothing  more  cor- 
in  to  his  jnind,  than  that  the  mode  of  election 
■<!'  Elector^  ought  to  be  uniform  throughout  the 
f|nited   St.,tes;  because,  if  it  were  otherwise,  it 
s  possible    that  a    minority   might    elect    the 
eat    cfl5cifrs    of  the    United    States.     A    small 
iiate.  unanimous  for  one  candidate,  might  by 
neral  ticket  counterbalance  the  weight  of  two 
,rge  States  voting  by  districts.     There  was  no 
jay  but  hf  uniform  district  election,  he  said,  to 
c.)tain   wail  certainty   the  sense   of  the  people. 
•We  have  seen,  in  the  history  of  this  Government. 
♦  Je  mode  c^  election  in  some  Slates  change  more 
tjan   once^    We  must   take   people   as  we    find 
ifem;  and' expect   that  thev  will   change  their 
jijode  of  ejection  when  it  is  necessary  to  secure 
tiem  their  just  weight  in  the  Union.     To  guard 
>*ainst  thete  changes  in  self-defence,  or  from  po- 
li|ical  view*,  the  only  mode  was  to  provide  for  an 
ti|ilormity}Df  election  by  districts.     Thedifficulty 
|i1  regard  ^o  districting  States  was  not  so  great 
||  had   be^n   represented.     The  State  which  he 
Jfcreseniec*  had,  until  lately,  been  in  the  habit  of 
l*ming  two  sets  ol  districts— the  one  for  Repre- 
fijaiaiives.  and   the  other  for  Electors,  and  had 
♦W't  experienced    much   difficulty  in  it.     Was  it 
iift  belter  jo  su^nount  this  small  difficulty  than 
♦4  have  diflerent  principles  of  election  in  difi-erent 
^ates  ?    Oi  all  the  elections  affecting  the  nation, 
»ne,  he  said,  so  nearly  touched  its  jjreat  interests 
M  t»ie  ele,^lion  of  Ihe  great  office  of  President; 
Md    il   in  ^ny  case  the  public  voice  should  be 
Mard  morr  distinctly  than  another,  it  was  in  that 
J^ction.     IV  hat.  he  asked,  had  been  recently  done 
C4  this  plap,  alluding  to  the  nomination  lately 
rpUe  /     Df  what  we  can.  said  he,  we  cannot  ^et 


de? 

ffcar  of  tills,  which  Mr.  M.  admitted  to  be 'an 

n>l.     But  )vhat  had  been  the  practice  in  States 

Ivfiere   th-jgeneral  ticket   system    prevails?     A 

.ar  befor^the  election,  frequently,  do  not  these 

ijfne  otattis  make  a  nomination   of  Electors? 

us  1.0  the|consequence  of  the  general  ticket  sys- 

!n,  adopted   from  choice  by  some  States,  and 

Jlowed  b|  necessity  from  others.     Althou<rh  it 

re  true,  ar  had  been  stated,  that  Congress  could 


:|ulate  th 
s  to  p 


■  Wt  modf  of  choosing  Representatives  it 
,  rUt)it  out  of  the  power  of  any  pariv'io 

'  :inge  thetnode  of  election   to  an.swer  anv  nar- 

'  tWV^'^n'  '^''  ^'  '^°"'^  "^""^^  a°  amend- 
j^nt  to  the^Consiitution  in  this  respect,  to  pre- 
Y  '^'ch  changes  as  the  Stales   hLd  iade  To 
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the  mode  of  electing  their  Electors.     When  par- 
ties  are  nearly  balanced,  they  must  be  expected 
to  calculate,  so  long  as  the  power  is  with  them 
whether  the  change  in  this  or  that  way  will  not 
give   them    the   majority.     Mr.  .M.    said    he  had 
much  rather  see  the  question  settled,  and  parties 
no  longer  geographical,  as  they  would  always  be 
if  the  system    of  general  election  continued  to 
prevail.     There  were  some  States  in  the  Union 
which  had  never  changed  the  mode  of  electing 
Electors  or   Representatives.     What,  he    asked 
had  been  the  consequence?   No  state  of  the  coun- 
try, DO  conduct  of  the  Government,  had  produced 
in  those  States  the  least  apparent  change  in  their 
political  complexion.     The  best  interests  of  the 
country,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  M  .  required  that 
both  clauses  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  should  be  agreed  to;  which  would. 
as  much  as  possible,  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
people  to  elect  the  men  whom  they  prefer.     A 
fair  canvass   never   had   taken    place,    nor   ever 
could    take   place,   in   voting   by  general    ticket, 
where  the  people,  instead  of  having  a  personal 
knowledge  of  those  for   whom  they   vote,  mu't 
take    their   characters    on    trust.     Another    rea- 
son for  fixing  an   uniform  mode  of  election  by 
the  Constitution,  was,  that  at  present  doubts  are 
entertained  of  the  constitutionality  of  both  modes 
of  election,  in  the  quarters  of  the  country  where 
they  respectively  occur,  dec. 

Mr.  Lacock    remarked,  that,  from  what    had 
been  said,  there  appeared  to  be  a  general  opinion 
that  there  would  be  an  advantage  in  bringing  the 
question  nearer  the  people.     Why  was  it  thought 
necessary    that    the    people    should    have   some 
knowledge  of  hira  whom  they  elect?    That  thev 
might  know  him  to  be  a  faithful  man,  who  would 
vote   lor   the  candidate    whom    they    preferred 
Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
these  agents  should   be   employed   between   the 
people  and   their  votes.     If  they  were  dispensed 
with,  and  the  people  in  each   State  were  to  give 
in  their  votes,  (as  they  do  in  several  States  for 
their  Governors.)   these  votes  to  be  returned  lo 
the  State  Executives,  and  by  them  lo  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for 
the  machinery  of  electoral  colleges,  and  of  course 
no  difficulty  in  fixing  an  uniform  mode  of  elec- 
tion.    In   this  popular  mode  of  election.  Mr    L 
said,  there  could  be  no  fear  of  corruption      He 
knew,  he  said,  that  it  would  be  objected  that  this 
mode  of  election  would  produce  ponular  fermen- 
tation ;  but  he  denied  ,t.     Depen/upon  it,  said 
he,  that  if  ferment  exists  on  this  question,  it  will 
be  excited   by  the  officers  of  Goveroraekt.  and 
those  connected  with  them;  the  people  at  home 
wi     remain  unmoved,  and  on  the  day  of  election 
will,  ut  their  respective  polLs.  soberly  and  dispas- 
sionately decide-  the  question.   Mr.  L.  then  moved 
to  recommit  the  resolution  with  instructions  to 
report  ari  amendment  to  provide  for  the  election 
ot  President  and  Vice  President  by  the  Electors 
ot  each  State  qualified  to  vote  for  the  moM  nu- 
merous branch  of  the  State  Legislatures. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  as  he  might  be  called  away 
by  other  business  before  this  question  was  decided, 
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he  would  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  his  f 
opinion,  and  his  hope  that  the  motion  last  mnde 
would  not  prevail,  because  it  seemed  to  him  that  | 
the  principle  it  embraced  was  infinitely  less  ex- 
pedient than  that  now  on  the  table.     It  would 
have  a  tendency  to  produce  more  anomalies  than  '< 
now  exist  in  the  Constitution  ;  to  refer  the  election  '■ 
of  President  to  a  less  certain  rule  than  we  have 
at  present.     It  would   induce  a  great  deal  of  un-  i 
necessary  trouble  and  vexation,  and  would  at  last 
come  to  the  same  result,  as  in  the  more  simple 
and   less  embarrassing    mode    by   the   choice  of 
Electors.     As  to  the  main  proposition  before  the  | 
Senate.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  I 
it,  for  this  general  reason  ;  that  its  adoption  would  I 
tend  to  make  the  elections  of  President  less  a  i 
matter  of  juggle  and  intrigue  than  they  now  are.  I 
He  would  not  say  that  it  would  have  the  effect  ' 
of  wholly  excluding  intrigue,  of  placing  this  great 
election  on  the  fooling  on  which  the  great'men 
who  framed   the   Constitution    vainly  imagined  I 
they  were  placing  it,  of  a  free,  unbiassed  expres- 
sion of  the  public  will;  but  he  thought  it  would 
bring  It  nearer  than  at  present.     Party  arrange-  ; 
ments  and  bargains  would  not  be  so  easy.     Bar-  ' 
gams  could  not  be  so  readily  struck  with  one  State  i 
for  this  great   office,  with   another  for  that— he  ' 
would  not  say  as  had  been  done,  but  certainly  as  i 
may  be  done,  according  to  the   present  mode  of  I 
election.     Districting  the  States  for  Electors,  Mr.  | 
H.  said,  would,  in  his  judgment,  have  a  tendency 
to  render  the  Presidential   election  more  free  and  ! 
independent;  to  remove  it  more  from  the  grasp  i 
of  pirly  arrangements;  to  prevent  bargains  be- 
tween   profligate  agents,   and   the  selling  of  the 
nation  fur  offices  to  the  highest  bidder.     He  was, 
therefore,  decidedly  opposed  to  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  proposition  before  the  Senate. 

On  sjggestion  of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Lacock  hav- 
ing so  modified  his  motion  as  to  divest  it  of  its 
peremptory  character,  and  make  it  a  motion  for 
inquiry  merely — 

Mr.  Dana  said,  in  that  shape,   he  should  vote 
for  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania.    He  acknowledged  that  if  Electors  are 
to  be  pledged  absolutely  that  they  will  give  their 
votes  lor  a  particular  person,  he  could* perceive 
nothing  but  a  solemn  formality  in  the  election  of 
li lectors,   perfectly  unnecessary.     He  knew  not 
Why  these  men  should  be  interposed  between  the 
people  and  the  candidates,  that  they  may  have 
an  opportunity,  nut  (under  the  practical  construe- ; 
tion  of  their  office)  ol  exercising  their  judgment 
in  selectmg  the  fittest  men,  but  of  playing  some  I 
irick  on  the  people.     This  was  a  subject,  Mr.  D.  ' 
said   on  which  he  had  his  doubts.     As  the  views 
ol  the  Convention  on  this  subject  had  been  men- 
tioned, he  said  he  would  state,  that  he  once  had 
permission  to  examine  the  original  journals  of  the 
Convention  in  the  office  of  Slate;  and  it  appeared 
that,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  President,  almost 
every  possible  mode  had  been  tried  and  rejected 
It  was  proposed  at  first  that  the  election  should 
be  made  by  the  National  Legislature.     This  was 
agreed   to,  but  afterwards  reconsidered.     It  was 
then  proposed  that  the  President  should  be  chosen 
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by  Electors  elected  by  the  several  States:  this 
was  rejected.     It  was  then  proposed,  and  rejected 
also,  that   he  should    be   chosen   by  the   people. 
Ihe  real  fact  was.  the  Convention,  in  forming  a 
government  of  which  there  was  no  model  in  his- 
tory, had  great  difficulties  to  surmount.     Projects 
Ol  all  kinds  were  tried,  and  none  could  succeed  to 
their  satisfaction,   on  this  particular  point.     At 
length,  after  many  fruitless  votes  on  different  pro- 
positions, a  grand  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject.     They  ultimately  adopted 
the  compound  ratio  which  now  exists,  and  added 
the  feature  of  Vice  Presidency  to  the  system.    In 
regard  to  the  latter  office,  by  way  of  illustrating 
Its  inutility,  and  the  mannerand  motives  by  which 
it  was  disposed  of.  he  referred  to  a  historical  fact 
from  Grecian  history.     On  an  occasion  in  which 
a  dispute  arose  among  the  allied  Generals  who 
had  fought  best  on  a  certain  campaign,  and  they 
could   not   agree— the  question  was  decided  by 
I  ballot,  on  which  two  names  were  to  be  inscribed; 
each  General  put  his  own  name  first,  and  all  put 
that  of  Themistocles  as  second  best.     Since  the 
1  amendment  to  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  that 
'  office,  Mr.  D.  said,   he  had  considered  the  Vice 
Presidency   as    merely   an    item   in   the   general 
market  of  intrigue.     The  person  to  fill  it  is  al- 
ways chosen,   because  he   may   otherwise   be  a 
formidable  rival,  or  because  he  will  be  subservi- 
ent to  the  views  of  those  who  hold  the  Presidency. 
Those  who  wield  a  party  can,  by  means  of  that 
office,  say  to   a   powerful   State,    "here   is  your 
change;  we  will  ^ive  you  a  Vice  President  if  you 
will  vote  our  ticket  for  President.-'     Whilst  this 
was  the  character  of  that  office,  Mr.  D.  said,  he 
would  have  none  of  it:   he  would   not  give  as 
much  compensation  to  a  Vice  President  "as  to  a 
President    pro  tempore   of  the   Senate;   for,  in 
point  of  character,  he  considered  it  as  one  of  the 
most  trifling  offices  in  the  Government.     So  far 
as  regarded  the  most  certain  mode  of  guardino- 
against  cabal  and  intrigue,  the  very  circumstance 
of  districting  a   Stale  for  ten  years  at  a  time,  is 
that  which  would  enable  men  to  intrigue  with 
certamty  to  a  particular  point.     To  gu°ard  with 
certainty  against   intrigue,  the  mode  of  election 
should  be  left  uncertain.     The  whole  plan  of  dis- 
tricting the    United    States,   he   said,   was   more 
completely  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  intrigue,  bri- 
bery, and  corruption,  than  any  that  had  ever  been 
devised.     Believing  thus,  he  must  vote  against  it. 
not  taking  It  for  granted  himself  that  mere  change 
will  prove  a  remedy  to  existing  difficulties.     The 
distinction  between  the  two  parlies  which  form- 
erly existed,  Mr.  D.  took  occasion  to  say,  was  now, 
or  soon  would  be,  merely  nominal.     \Vhere  was 
the  difference  between  them   now,  he  asked,  ex- 
cept that  those  on  one  side  had  gone  beyond  the 
others,  and  the  others  had  fallen   a  little  back? 
There  might  be  a  nominal  artificial  distinction, 
but  there  was,  in  fact,  but  very  little  real  differ- 
ence.    The  general  violence  and  error  of  party, 
he  said,  was  purity  itself,  compared  wiih  the  per- 
sonal corruption  that  we  have  to  guard  against — 
the  difficulty   of  preventing  which   will   be  in- 
creased rather  than  diminished  by  electing  wholly 
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Wy^stricts.  ^Upon  itie  whole,  this  was  a  subject 
reai-Jiring  the{  most  patient  investigation,  and  in 
w&ii-'h  a  reliince  on  any  general  principles  will 
[ly  deceivi*  you.  This  is  not  the  only  instance 
thich  the*  practical  result  may  totally  difler 
i  that  wljich  you  undertake  to  produce. 
[r.  Maso*,  of  New  Hampshire,  conceived  the 
*of  Mr.  Lacock  10  be  wholly  impracticable. 
'qualifica\ioDs  of  voters  in  the  different  States 
>  so  entiri^ly  different,  that  the  whole  election 
lid  be  unvqual  m  its  bearing  on  the  different 
l%|es.  Oau^  State  has  not.  in  some  instances, 
AC^irding  to",  us  population,  one-fourth  of  the 
vcHs  which  another  State  may  give,  dec.  If 
ih*^  were  no  other  objection  to  this  new  propo- 
MRfo,  this  w<)uld  be  of  itself,  conclusive. 
':  Wr.  Ki.NG  ipoke  to  Mr,  Lacock's  motion  :  All 
*jxt.'rience,  hre  said,  had  shown  that  the  people  of 
ar|y<  country 'were  most  competent  to  a  correct 
iteiKnaiion  ut'  their  drst  magistrate.  So  far  as 
i(i^^ry  affor<ls  us  light,  it  leads  to  this  point  ; 
>^^f,  in  time* of  difficulty  and  peril  to  a  nation, 
'^|fD  it  is  ii^  utmost  need  of  superior  talent  for 
Ki  fiigh  statuans,  no  tribunal  is  more  competent 
toiJscern  anil  select  it  than  the  people.  Intrigue, 
'.ii|lalence.  ayd  corruption,  may  have  some  sway 
}fW<|Miet  timi^s,  when  all  is  tranquillity  in  regard 
i(QJ*^e  general  situation  of  the  country  ;  but  when 
>hip  of  ptate  is  in  peril  and  danger,  turbu- 
'  ceases,  and  the  best  men  are  by  an  instinc- 
{'■fl  P*^^^''  fi:<pd  on  by  the  people  for  their  gov- 
*r^^s.  Tha-t  has  been  wonderfully  illustrated 
tory;  »^d  the  l)est  designations  of  magis- 
^...  have  bgen  produced  in  this  way.  My  sober 
^i\  IS.  said;  Mr.  K..  that,  as  to  the  election  of 
v'ii#f  ^^^gisrJrate  of  this  nation,  nobudy  is  so  com- 
iJe'jljt  as  iheigreat  body  of  the  freemen  to  make  a 
IJr  vjer  seleclii^n.  Whether,  on  this  question,  their 
lirilimpressijjn  should  be  laktn,  as  now  suggest- 
ijtl;  ly  Mr.  L«icocK.  was.  Mr.  K.  said,  a  question 
t^fireac  imp,»riance.  There  would  be  great  dif- 
ijcvliy  in  making  the  returns  of  the  votes  ;  those 
xvti^  collected  and  compared  the  votes  might  de- 
H^^rthe  choi.ie  of  the  people,  &c.  Not,  he  said, 
t^i|tf  these  objections  were  insuperable.  He  was 
*e|/jaded  tt^at  the  course  of  things  under  the 
pf  «?nt  modf^of  choosing  a  President  was  in  its 
^.ai^re  perni'Jious.  and  that  it  had  a  ten 


*»y-*is 


1  - 


overnme^t  as  we  now  go  on  :  terminate  when 
ill,  that  t/rmination  will  not  be  favorable  to 
ic  liberty*  For  five  years  past.  Mr.  K.  said. 
bHj^'l  seen  iC  character  developing  iiself,  the  pre- 
<jc^i|inance  oj  which  he  feared.  Not  a  people  on 
?ajai,  he  said  were  more  capable  of  high  excile- 
Ri«j4t  than  th^  people.  During  the  excitement  of 
th-flpassion  tt)  which  he  referred,  if  a  contested 
e4^^ion  occi^s,  the  gownsmen  must  stand  aside; 
api*ier  chatacier  supersedes  them  ;  and  there 
ci»DJbe  little  u^fficuliy  in  judging  what  will  be  the 
■ "  "tt.  The  jnarch  from  military  rule  to  despot- 
is  certain)  invariable.  Those  who  think  they 
fhe  probai)le  tendency  of  our  present  system 
[>|ld  interp»)se  something  remedial.     The  peo- 


ple in  this  particular  are  the  best  keepers  of  their 
own  rights  ;  and  any  device  to  remove  that  power 
from  them  weakens  the  security  of  it.     Mr.  K. 
said  he  was  anxious  that  the  Senate  should  come 
to  this  question  without  the  feelings  of  piarty  ;  it 
j  was  one  involving  all  their  interests  and  those  of 
their  families  and  descendants.    He  knew,  he  said, 
that  this  proposition,  if  agreed  to,  would  break 
down  the  power  of  the  great  States.     He  had  no 
objection,  if  in  curtailing  their  power,  the  same 
measure  regulated  the  rights  of  the  whole  nation 
equally.     He  was  willing  to  let   the  election  for 
the  Presidency  rest  wholly  on  the  people.  He  was 
therefore  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock. 
Mr.  Frcmentin  said,  that  although  in  favor  of 
the   principle  of  the  original  proposition  for  aa 
uniform  mode  of  election,  there  was  .-uch  a  dis- 
position to  run  away  with  the  question,  he  could 
not  but  regret  it  had  been  proposed  at  all.     It  was 
now  proposed  to  refer  the  election  of  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States  to  the  people  at  large. 
He  could  not  conceive  how,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Government  in  which  we  lire,  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  ascertain  the  result  of  such  an  election. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
hinted  at  some  of  the  possible  consequences  and 
difficulties  of  it.     I  am.  said  Mr.  F.,  as  fully  per- 
suaded as  the  gentleman   from  New  York,  that 
the  people  are  the  source  of  all  power;  that,  as 
long  as  they  are  uncorrupied.  their  liberties  are 
in  no  danger.     In  reference  to  the  cases  of  ancient 
Republics,  it  had  been  said,  that  the  people  had 
never  been  mistaken  in  their  choice,  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  of  a  proper  character   fur  the  Chief 
Magistrate.     But,  is  our  situation  to  be  compared 
to  that  of  those  Republics  ?     What  were  Greece 
or  Rome  to  the  United  States?     Although  the 
choice  there  nominally  fell  on  the  people,  it  was 
on  those  of  a  few  adjacent  cities,  who  exercised 
the  whole  authority,  and   pointed  out  some  man 
on  the  spot  qualified  for  the  exigency  of  the  mo- 
ment.    Look  at  the  vast  expanse  of  our  country, 
from  Maine  to  Louisiana — no  such  election  could 
here  be  made   in  case  of  emergency  ;    before  ij 
could  be  consummated  we  should  be  devoured  by 
the  monster  which  threatened  us.     It  is  not  pos- 
sible to  suppose  such  a  .Mate  of  things   in   this 
country,  as  that  from  which  the  gentleman  has 
drawn   his  analogy.      However  the  practice  of 
electing  Electors  by  State   Legislatures    might 
have  prevailed.  .VIr.  F.  said  he  could  find  nothing 
in  the  Constitution    which  sanctioned    what  he 
should.  With    due  deference,  call  this  usurpation 
of  power  by  the  State  Legislatures.     There  was 
but  a  single  step  trom  one  u-urpalion  to  another, 
and   it  was  time  a  just  construction    should  be 
given  to  the  CvD>titution.     If  no  other  good  re- 
sults from  this  discussion,  but  an  uniform  mode 
of  election  by  all  the  States,  the  Senate  wouTd  be 
abundantly  compensated  thereby  for  all  the  time 
they  had  consumed  in  the  discu^ision  of  ihis  sub- 
ject.    The  officer  to  be  elected  was  the  ofScer  of 
the  whole  community,  as  much  of  Massachusetts 
as  of  Georgia,  of  Connecticut   as  of  Kentucky, 
Why   then   should  a  different   mode  of  election 
prevail  in  different  States  ?     Mr.  F.  examined  the 
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jrogress  of  elections  under  the  present  system, 
"^lie  Legislatures  of  some  Slates  may  keep  back 
their  eh-ciion  until  the  day  before  the  election  of 
President  i.s  to  take  place,  and  may  appoint  Elec- 
tors out  of  their  own  body  loo  ;  and  those  Elec- 
tors, having  ascertained  the  opinion  of  other  Elec- 
tors, (which  the  Consiiiuiion,  by  fixing  the  same 
day  for  the  election  in  every  State,  meant  to 
guard  against.)  decide  which  ever  way  they  can 
make  the  best  bargain,  or  their  interest  inclines. 
It  was  with  a  view  to  remedy  this  and  similar 
evils,  which  have  existed  and  do  exist,  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  proposition  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution, but  against  the  motion  to  refer  it. 

Mr.  Harper  suggested  an  additional  objection 
to  Mr.  Lacock's  motion;  that,  in  proposing  that 
the  election  should  be  per  capiia.  it  threw  out  of 
view  altogether  the  Federal  principle  by  which 
lhesovcrelgntie^  of  Stales  are  represented,  as  well 
as  the  people,  in  the  present  mode  of  election. 
This  would  break  in  upon  the  principles  of  our 
Governtnent,  and  destroy,  pro  (anto,  tliat  princi- 
ple of  compromise  which  runs  through  every 
pan  of  the  Constitution.  It  would  destroy  that 
influence  of  the  smaller  States  m  the  Presidential 
election,  which  arises  from  their  representation 
of  the  sovereign  characters  of  the  States^ — and 
thus  completely  destroy  a  very  important  princi- 
ple of  the  Constitution  ;  taking  from  Louisiana,  for 
instance,  two-thirds  of  its  influence  in  theelection, 
from  New  York  only  one-fourteenth,  dtc.  Such 
a  mode  of  election  would  aKo  produce  much  em- 
barrassment, if  not  insuperable  difficulty  in  carry- 
ing it  into  execution. 

Mr.  Lacock  thought  that  the  objections  urged 
might  all  be  obviated  or  overcome.  What,  he 
asked,  could  make  us  so  much  one  people,  as  to 
give  to  all  the  people  this  general  equal  privilege? 
It  will  produce  in  the  national  habits,  manners, 
and  love  of  country,  more  harmony  than  any  other 
political  measure  which  could  be  possibly  adopt- 
ed. If  it  would  have  that  iffect.  it  was  the  duty 
of  every  gentleman,  Mr.  L.  said,  so  far  to  sac- 
rifice his  own  views,  as  to  let  the  resolve  go  to  a 
committee,  and  suffer  it  to  be  examined  whether 
or  not  it  could  not  be  divtsied  of  the  objections 
of  mere  dtlail  which  had  been  urged  to  it. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  was  disposed,  with  the  gentle- 
man last  up,  to  adopt  any  measure  to  inspire  sen- 
timents of  nationality  among  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  ;  but  he  would  not  accept  those  which 
would  result  to  the  benefit  of  one  or  two  large 
States  at  the  expense  of  others.  In  this  respect, 
he  concurred  in  Mr.  Harper's  view  cf  .Mr.  La- 
cock's  proposition.  There  was.  perhaps,  no  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  which  bore  stronger 
internal  evidence  of  having  been  the  result  of 
compromise  than  that  now  under  consideration. 
What,  if  the  last  new  proposition  were  to  prevail, 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  slave-holding 
States  ?  They  would  lose  the  privilege  the  Con- 
stitution now  allows  them,  of  votes  upon  three- 
fifths  of  their  population  other  than  freemen.  It 
would  be  deeply  injurious  to  them.  Mr.  B,  haid, 
however,  he  had  no  particular  objection  to  com- 
mitment for  the  purposes  of  inquiry, 
14lh  Con.  1st  Sess. — 8 


Mr.  Barbodr  said  this  last  propo.siiion  contem- 
plated  not  merely  a  change  in  ih^  mode  of  elec- 
tion, but  a  revolution  in  the  Government,     This 
subject   had  now  risen  to  a  degree  of  importance 
far  greater  than  it  at  first   possessed.     Had  the 
petition   come  from    any  quarter  of  the  United 
States,  either  from  the  Siate  Legislatures  or  from 
the  people,  that  this  great  change  should  be  made 
in   our  form  of  Government,  that  the  powers  of 
the  several  estates  or  departments  of  the  nation 
should  undergo  this  metamorphosis,  this  destruc- 
tion of  the  balance  of  power  in  the  Confederacy  ? 
It  had  pleased  God  to  give  the  Southern  country 
a  population  anomalous,  having  the  double  char- 
acter of  person  andproperty ;  otherSiates  hadnone 
such.     Again,  our   great  American   family  was 
divided  into  greater  and  lesser  societies  ;  meeting 
together  to  form  a  confederation  for  general  wel- 
fare and  security  ;  a  compromise  of  particular  in- 
terests had  taken  place,  which  such  a  rule  as  was 
now  proposed  would  violate  and  overthrow.    Al- 
though this  might  be  for  the  interest  of  the  large 
State.s,  said  he.  I.  for  one  of  the  Representatives 
of  a  large  State,  utterly  disclaim  it;  I  will  not 
touch   the  principle  established  by  the  Constitu- 
tion,    Seeing  that  no  human  injenuity  can  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  the  evils  of  this  project,  should 
It   succeed,  I  must  vote  against  even  a  reference 
of  It. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  he  was  willing  to  see  the  de- 
tails, though  as  averse  to  touching  the  principle 
of  compromise  in  the  Constitution  as  the  gentle- 
man last  up.  The  relative  weight  of  the  States 
might  perhaps  be  preserved.  If  it  could,  the  best 
mode  of  obviating  that  spirit  of  intrigue  which  the 
election  of  a  President  always  will  generate, 
would  be  to  carry  the  question  to  the  mass  of  the 
people. 

The  question  on  .Mr.  Lacock's  motion  to  refer 
the  proposed  Constitutional  amendment  to  a  com- 
mittee, with  iiisiructionsio  inquire  into theexpedi- 
ency  of  so  amending  it  as  to  refer  tiie  Presiden- 
tial election  in  the  first  instance  to  the  whole 
people,  was  decided  as  T  Hows: 

Ykis — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Gailiard,  (Joldjsborough,  King,  Lacock,  Roberts, 
Sanford,  Tail— 12, 

Nats— Messrs.  Barlwur,  Barry,  Chace,  Condit, 
Fromenlin,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Macon,  Ma»on 
of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rug- 
gles,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
Wells,  Wilhams,  Wilson— 21. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  .Mr.  Barbodb's 
motion,  to  strike  out  the  second  member  of  the 
resolution,  as  follows : 

"  For  the  purpose  of  appointing  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each 
Stale  shall,  liy  its  Legislature,  be  divided  inia^jL num- 
ber of  districts,  equal  to  the  number  of  Electors  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  Those  districts 
shall  be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants, 
entitled,  by  the  Constitution,  to  represenUtion,  In 
each  district  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Represen- 
utives  shall  appoint  one  Elector,  and  no  more.     The 
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f^Ads  20,  as  l!)llo 

•';  ^BAS — Messrs. 
}a|>w   Lacocki  Ma 


fel/Storp,  whe^  convened,  shall  have  power,  in  case  any 
^f  A06e  appoiiited  as  above  prescribed  shall  fail  to  at- 
^W  ^^^  pjurposes  of  their  said  appointment,  on  the 
«4»;;jtprescribe(i  for  giving  their  votes  for  President  and 
Vu  Prcsidem  of  the  1  'nitod  States,  to  appoint  another 
fr  Ahers  to  aft  in  the  place  of  hioi  or  them  so  failing 
.-D-ilend."     . 

\  B  was  dtfermined  ia  the  negative — yeas  12, 
>^i^  20,  as  l!)llows: 

Barbour.  Barry,  Bibb,  Dana,  Gail- 

[ason  of  Virginia,  Roberts,   Ruggles, 

*J%f*'("ord,  Tair  and  Wilson. 

'  :.»ATs — .Me-^rs.    Brown,    Chace,    Condit,    Daggett, 

fk^entin,  (Joldsborough,   Horsey,   Howell,  Hunter, 

iKfijj,  Macor.|   Mason   of  New   Hampshire,   Morrow, 

rTjtjpot,  Thoo{p8on,Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Wells, 

xaiiiS  Wiiiiam% 

*  Min  mono*,  by  Mr.  Barbocb,  that  the  further 
^Cttif^ideratioj  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to 
jtli\-first  Moi^day  in  July  next,  it  was  determined 

iclfie  affirtri^iive — yeas  18,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

i  V«AS — .Meisrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Daggett, 
'^  &a,  GaJUa^d,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock, 
iM  \yn  of  Vir'jfinia.  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot, 
T  ij,  Wells,  snd  Wilson. 

•  .Jats — M(4srs.  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin. 
G  f^sboroughi  King,  Maron,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
M  )*row,  Thofjpson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and 

^  Jliams.       * 
»     *  i 

"'  *  TarRdDAY,  March  21. 

■the  bill,  fintilied  "An  act    to  abolish  the  exist- 

»^--       -'       ■    '      '    ■•'    '       -        -      "     ■    1 


ftlf'ed  to  thWCommitfee  on  Finance  and  anUai- 
fc  in  Nalior^l  Currency. 

Jhe  bill,  intiiled  "An  act  makinfj  further  pro- 
V  'foa  for  seftling  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory 
0  J|linoi<«,"  Vas  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
t(  jhe  comn^ttee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
ts *re  of  thejMississippi  Territory. 

a 'he  resoljiiion  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
s.  for  th*  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
or^the  subjfct  of  an  adjournment  of  Congress, 
Wf  <  read  ih-l  second  time. 

j'rhe  bill  jor  the  relief  of  tlic  Baltimore  and 
Mii^sachuseiis  Bible  Societies,  was  read  the  sec- 
o|^  time. 

H'he  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  o;  the 
b|  entitled;- 'An  act  making  further  prorision 
ftlrmilitary  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
o^r  purposes,"  together  with  the  amendment 
p^lposed  thereto;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tal- 
Bjtf,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
p-tAed  until  io-raorruw. 

•Jhe  Sena'Je  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
lljititbill  "  fof  cnlling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
(Inlaws  of  «he  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
rt^'l  invasions."  This  bill,  in  addition  to  the 
er^Mments  jcontained  in  former  law.-,  provides  I 
*i*«  in  case:*  of  neglict  or  refu-^a!  of  the  Govern- 
«»4or  Coinn>*;an(!ers  inChit'f  in  oacli  State,  to  call  ' 
jfcfi^b  the  mititia,  when  legally  required,  the  Pre-  J 
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sideni  of  the  United  States  shall  be  authorized  to 
call  upon  any  officer  or  officers  having  command 
in  the  militia,  who  shall  forthwith  comply  with 
the  requisition,  and  detach  the  men  under  their 
command. 

After  several  unsuccessful  motions  to  amend 
and  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  submitted  amendments  for  considera- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  liquidation  of  cer- 
tain claims,  and  for  other  purposes;"  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  'An  act  to  repeal  the  act.  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  public 
credit,  by  laying  duties  on  hou>ehold  furniture, 
and  on  gold  and  silver  watchfs,"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  la«)t  raentioiifd  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishment,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  lelect  committee. 
Mr.  V'ar.iu.m  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair: 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  4th  amend- 
ment reported,  to  ^trike  out  the  whole  of  the  3d 
section,  as  (bllows  ; 

"Stt.3.  And  be  a  further  enacted,  That  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  any  member  of  the  Senate,  or 
member  or  delegate  of  the  House  of  liepresentatives 
of  the  Congress  of  the  I'niled  States,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
shall  be  conveyed  free  of  postage  from  the  commence- 
ment of  every  Congress  until  the  termination  thereof, 
and  for  thirty  days  thereafter :  Provided alwayt,  'ITiat 
no  letter  or  packet  shall  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22, 
nays  11,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barry.  Brown,  Campbell.  Chace, 
Condit,  Daggett,  (Jaiilard.  Howell,  Lacock  Macon. 
Mason  of  Virginia.  .Morrow.  Roberts.  Ruggles,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Thompson, Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum.  Williamb, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Froraenlm,  Gold»borougb, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King.  Mason  oi  New  Hamp- 
shire, Sanford,  Taylor,  and  Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbomenti.n.  to  substitute 
the  following  in  lieu  of  the  3d  section  itricken 
out : 

"Str.  .1.  Arui  be  it  further  mneted.  That  letters 
and  packets  to  any  member  of  the  Senate,  or  member 
or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  the  Sccretarj-  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be 
conveyed  free  of  postage  from  the  commencement  of 
every  Congress  until  the  termination  thereof,  and  for 
thirty  days  thereafter  :  Provided  always.  That  no  let- 
ter or  packet  shall  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9.  nays 
24,  as  follows : 
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Y«i« — MesBTt.  Daggett,  Dana.  Fromentin,  Oolds- 
borough.  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Sanford,  and  Tait. 

Nats — Messr?>.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell.  Chace, 
Condit,  Gaillanl,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lacock,  Macon, 
Mason  of  .\ew  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrrw, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Tall>ot.  Taylor,  Thompson.  Tiche- 
nor, Turner,  Varnum.  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  amended  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly. 


Friday,  March  22. 

Mr.  THOMPaoN  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  MiddleNex  Canal,  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Ma-.sachusetts,  praying  the  patron- 
age and  protection  of  Congress,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  oi  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  a'<  relates  to  roads  and  canals,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Harper  pre^en'ed  the  petition  of  William 
Patterson  and  Robert  Patterson,  owners  of  cer- 
tain land*  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore,  which 
during  the  late  war  were  injured  by  the  erection 
of  batteries,  inlrenchroents.  and  other  works  for 
defensive  operations  thereon,  and  praying  remu- 
neration for  the  loss  and  injury  by  them  sustained. 
as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commttee  on  Military  Affairs. 

.Mr.  Thompson  presented  the  petitions  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire, 
against  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  the  Sab- 
bath ;  and  the  [letitions  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  22d  of  December 
on  similar  petitions  from  Pennsylvania,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  liquidation  of 
certain  claims,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  tn  repeal  the  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  layingdutieson  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Commiiiee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  Brow.n  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  establishing  a 
port  of  delivery  at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John. 

Mr.  RuGQLEH,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subj^-ct  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  alter.fhe 
road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
river  .Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western  line  of 
the  Connecticut  Reserve  ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  commi'tee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reporte.l  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  ol  Oiiij  to  sell  a  cer- 
tain part  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of 
that  State;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  secuud  readinsr. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act 
making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war.  and  for  other  purposes."  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  an  adjournment;  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  resolution  last 
mentioned  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Daggett,  Horsey,  and 
Macon,  be  the  committee  en  their  part. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  Loomis  ;"  and  it 
passed    to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  estab- 
lish the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved 
for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Con- 
tinental Establishment,  was  further  postponed  un- 
til Monday  next. 

On  his  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  relating  to  the  claims  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  State 
and  Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands, 
was  also^ further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  certain  advances  made  for 
the  public  service  by  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Holker.  formerly  Consul  General  of 
F'rance  to  the  United  Slates;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, ''Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  theaffirmative. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  dividing  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania  into 
two  judicial  districts,  was  further  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia, 
was  further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Massachusetts  Bible  Socie- 
ties," and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Gamble,  praying  additional  compensation 
for  his  services  as  inspector  of  the  customs  in  the 
district  of  Niagara,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Varndm  presented  (he  memorial  of  Joseph 
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"I^rquand.  collector  of  the  revenue  for  the  dis- 
l;t|>;t   of  Niwburyport,   praying   an    increase  of 
inpensation   for   his  services,  as  stated    in  the 
imorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
(mmiitee'on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
rrency.   • 

^Ir.  Dan;  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
isideralicin  : 

\iesolvecL,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'equestedto  cause  information  to  be  laid  before  the 
late  in  relation  to  8uch  proceedings  as  have  been 
for  completing  an  accurate  chart  of  the  coasts 
lin  the  (Cvtent  of  twenty  leagues  from  any  part  of 
!tb2  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  in  relation  to  such 
iciylminationi  and  observations  as  may  have  been  made 
I  %h  respect  f.o  St.  George's  Bank,  and  any  other  bank 
t^hoal,  anii  the  soundings  and  currents  beyond  such 
{i«(tance  to  ^le  Gulf  Stream,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
•JeiHhe  10th  |)f  February,  1807,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
^{Mvide  for  g\;rveying  the  coasts  of  the  United  States." 

*  ||^lr.  Camkbei.l.  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
Nl^y  an  Unifcorm  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
?,Tt'(erred  ihti  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate 
J^tii#  subscril-ers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
i'ly  )orted  it  jvithoui  amendment ;  and,  on  motion 
]i  ll\  Mr.  CA>fPBELi^  the  further  consideration  ihere- 
^;tJt  was  pos-ipotJed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
•' 4"  y  '^o''-  M(>nday  next. 

J  ;  V!r.  HoRiEy,  from  a  select  committee,  reported 
.i4  111!  to  pr(*»ide  more  effectually  lor  the  payment 
=i4f  ^f'*'*^'*  ^V  ^^^  several  banks  witliio  the  District 
lici  Columbia. 

This  bill  provides  that  if  any  bankor  banking 
^C-4npany  i»j  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  re- 
•"■^e,  after^he  first  day  of  January  next,  to  pay 
[notes  or^checks  with  ^pecle,  by  summary  pro- 
fs.  judgment,  and   execution  may  be   obtained 
jfl^inst  iheai  by  the  holder,  with  twelve  per  cent. 
jerest  frobi  the  time  of  such   failure  or  refusal, 
ipay  suc^  notes  in  specie,  &.c.     But  this  rem 
'  ^y  shall  n|}t  be  used  by  any  bank,  or  hank  agent. 
ifa  remedy  against  another  bank.] 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

Mr.  Frcme.nti.n.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
subjecr-was  referred,  reported  a  bill  providing 
the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 

jvernmeut  therein  mentioned,  and  the  bill  was 

id.  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

fThe  rept  rt  and  bill  are  ns  follows: 

•The  comijiittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
'     (Creasing  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  of 
beg  leave  to  report — 

•  J  W'hat.  froiv  the  mo«t  thorough  investigation  by  them 
I  iifctowed  ots  the  subject  referred  to  them,  they  can 
'  l*<'e  no  hesitation  in  recommending  an  increase  of 
\  4i)*'7  ^^  all'the  officers  of  Government  mentioned  in 
■f  Hii  bill  whi-'h  accompanies,  and  which  they  pray  may 
ir  |r4<^on8idercd  as  part  of  this  their  report.  By  contrast- 
.  iitk  the  prices  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life  at  the  time 
{     t  which  th«-  salaries  nf  the  officers  of  Government  were 

■  it  fixed  with  the  prices  now  to  be  given  for  the  same 
^1  ressary  articles,  your  committee  are  satisfied  that  the 
•'  pcnses  of  living  have  been  increased  in  a  proportion 

ch  greater  than  the  increase  contemplated  in  the 
)f  I  now  (uUmitted  to  the  Senate.     At  the  same  time, 

refore,lh>t  they  were  persuaded  an  addition  was  to 
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be  made  to  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Govcrnnncnt, 
they  entertained  doubts  as  to  the  amount  of  augmenta- 
tion which  it  might  be  proper  for  them  to  recommend, 
having  a  due  regard  both  to  the  necessities  of  the  offi- 
cers to  be  provided  for,  and  to  the  principles  of  a  wise 
and  prudent  economy.  From  these  doubts  your  com- 
mittee feel  themselves  relieved  by  the  principle  of 
augmentation  established  in  the  act  lately  passed  to 
change  the  mode  of  compensating  the  members  of 
Congress. 

From  the  year  1790,  when  the  Government  first 
went  into  operation,  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  Con- 
gress, it  appears,  by  a  reference  to  the  journals,  that 
Congress  have  been  in  session  four  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  days;  which  number  of  daya,  di- 
vided by  twenty-six,  the  whole  number  of  years  which 
have  elapsed  from  the  beginning  of  the  first  to  the  end 
of  the  thirteenth  Congreaa,  gives  for  each  year  an  aver- 
age number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dsys  and  • 
fraction  during  which  Congress  have  been  in  session, 
without  making  any  mention  of  the  additional  number 
of  days  during  which  the  Senate  have  been  occasion- 
ally called  upon  to  sit  on  Executive  business. 

Had  the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress  then 
been,  as  it  now  is,  at  the  rate  of  Sl.-^OO  per  annum, 
instead  of  six  dollars  per  day,  they  would  have  received 
nine  dollars  and  a  fraction,  making  the  increase  to  their 
salary,  as  fixed  by  the  act  to  change  the  mode  of  com- 
pensating the  members  of  Congress,  about  fifty  per 
cent,  over  the  sum  at  which  it  was  originally  fixed  in 
the  year  1790;  an  increase,  however,  still  reduced 
somewhat  below  fiAy  per  cent.,  as  no  alteration  has 
taken  place  in  the  mileage. 

FiAy  per  cent,  then,  being  about  the  increase  made 
by  Congress  to  the  compensation  of  their  own  inem- 
bert,  may  be  fairly  considered  as  the  standard  by  which 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Government  ought  to  be 
now  regulated ;  and  the  committee  would  have  re- 
ported to  you  a  resolution  to  that  effect,  had  there  been 
no  occasional  increase  of  salary  to  some  of  the  officers 
whose  compensation  was  originally  fixed  in  the  year 
1790,  and  had  there  not  been  several  offices  created 
since  with  rather  more  adequate  salaries. 

These  circumstances  preclude,  on  the  part  of  the 
committee,  the  possibility  of  a  compliunce  with  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  principle  of  increase  in  every  case  in 
absolutely  the  same  exact  proportion.  Your  committee 
were  further  induced  to  sacrifice  unimportant  fractiona 
to  the  advantage  resulting  from  adopting  a  mode  of 
compensation  amounting  to  a  round  sum.  With  this 
view  of  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  without  losing 
altogether  sight  of  the  principle  adopted  by  Congress  in 
the  act  providing  for  the  increase  of  their  own  compen- 
sation, your  committee  beg  leave  to  add  that,  except 
in  a  few  cases,  where,  from  the  consulerations  above 
mentioned,  they  have  re[»orted  below  the  increase  of 
fifty  per  cent.,  they  have  rather  generally  gone  beyond 
than  remained  below  the  principle  of  an  incrt-ase  of 
fifty  per  cent,  to  the  salaries  as  they  were  originally 
fixed  in  the  year  1790. 


A  Bill  providing  for  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  Government  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Rnre- 
sentalives  of  the  (Jnited  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That,  in  lieu  of  the  salaries  formerly 
allowed  to  the  officers  of  Government  mentioned  io 
ihii  act,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  them  from  the    lit 
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day  of  January,  1816,  the  following  annual  salaries, 

payable  quarterly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 

t*  wit: 

To  the  Secretary  of  State       -         -         -         . 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury   ... 

To  the  Secretary  of  War        .... 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ... 

To  the  Attorney  General        .... 

To  the  (Comptroller         ..... 

To  the  Postmaster  General    .         -         .         - 

To  the  Auditor      ...... 

To  the  Treasurer  ...... 

To  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office 

To  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue 

To  the  Register     ...... 

To  the  Accountant  of  War    .... 

To  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy     ... 

To  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army 

To  the  Governors  of  the  several  Territories     - 

To  the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Territories    . 

To  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary to  the  Courts  of  Paris,  London, 
and  St.  Petersburg     -         -         -         .         . 

To  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary to  any  other  Court    -         -         . 

To  a  Minister  resident  .  -  -  .  . 
To  a  Charce  des  .\ffdires  .... 
To  a  Secretary  of  Legation  .... 
To  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States 
To  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
To  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia     3,000 

To  the  associate  justices  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia      ....... 

To  the  district  judge  for  the  district  of  Maine 

To  the  district  judge  for  New  Hampshire 

To  the  district  judge  for  Vermont  ... 

To  the  district  judge  for  MaasachusetU  - 

To  the  district  judge  for  Rhode  Island    - 

To  the  district  judge  for  Connecticut 

To  the  district  judges  for  New  York,  each 

To  the  district  judge  for  New  Jersey 

To  the  district  judge  for  Pennsylvania    - 

To  the  district  judge  for  Delaware 

To  the  district  judge  for  Maryland 

To  the  district  judge  for  Virginia    - 

To  the  district  judge  for  Kentucky 

To  the  district  judge  for  Tennessee 

To  the  district  judge  for  Ohio 

To  the  district  judge  for  North  Carolina 

To  the  district  judge  for  South  Carolina 

To  the  district  judge  for  Georgia    - 

To  the  district  judge  for  Louisiana 

To  the  judges  of  the  several  Territories,  each  - 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reprei*ntalives 

To  the  principal  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of ihc  Senate       

To  each  of  the  engrossing  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate     ... 

To  the  principal  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives 

To  eich  of  the  engrossing  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

To  the  Chaplain  to  the  Senate,  at  the  rate  of 
$1,000  per  annum. 

To  the  Chaplain  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  annum. 


$6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
4,000 
4,000 
4,000 
3,500 
3,.500 
3,500 
3,500 
3,500 
3,500 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 
2,500 
1,500 


12,000 

9,000 
7,600 
5,600 
2,500 
6,000 
5.000 


2,500 
1.500 
1,500 

i,r.oo 

2,000 
1,500 
1,500 
2,000 
1,500 
2.000 
1,500 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,500 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3,500 
1,500 
2,.500 
2,500 

1,750 
1,500 
1,7.50 
1,500 


POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  Post  Office  Establishment." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  third  section,  stricken  out  ; 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  any  member  of  the  Senate,  or 
member  or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  ReprescnUtives,  shall  be  con- 
ve^d  free  of  postage  for  thirty  days  previous  to  each 
session  of  Congress,  and  for  thirty  days  after  the  ter- 
mination thereof :  Provided  always,  That  no  letter  or 
packet  shall  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight ;  and  in  case 
of  excess  of  weight,  that  excess  alone  shall  be  paid  for. 

It  was  deterinineJ  in  the  affirmative— yeas  19, 
nays  6,  as  follows: 

Y»i8— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromenlin, 
Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Ma- 
son of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Ruggies,  Sanford,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Macon,  Roberts,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

Sundry  other  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Maco.n,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Wilson,  Roberts,  MoRROMr, 
CuACE,  and  Thompson,  further  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 


Monday,  March  25. 

Mr.CAMPBELL.  from  iheCommiitee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Willet  Coles,  made  re- 
port thereon,  together  with  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Brown  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin*^ 
in  a  bill  establishing  a  port  of  delivery  at  the  towa 
of  Bayou  St.  John  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  Elisha  Fisher 
and  Company,  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment.  He  also  made  a 
report  in  relation  thereto,  which  was  read.' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  14th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Financial  Committee  to  inquire  info  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  by  law  for  the  augmentatioa 
of  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States ;  and  on  motion,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  alter  the  road  laid  out  from  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to 
the  western  line  of  the  Conuecticui  Reserve,  wa? 
read  the  second  time. 

The   bill   to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  the 
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SiAe  of  Obio  to  sell  a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of 
[a|Jl  reserved  for  the  use  of  that  Slate,  was  read 

second  time. 
^  ,  -he  bill  providing  for  the  increase  of  the  sala- 
|i»*of  the  olBcers  of  Government  therein  men- 
^i|wed,  was  tead  the  second  lime. 

he  bill   jo  provide  more  effectually  for   the 

ent  of  specie   by  the  several   banks  within 

•i  District   of  Columbia,  wa>>  read   the  second 

i  ll^r.  Barboitr  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Bi^bblefield  and  Roswell  Lee.  superintendents  of 
ilj^irmories  of  the  United  States  established  at 
'  per's  Peyry,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  at 
v3Pingfield,<n  the  State  of  Mastachusetts,  pray- 
an  increise  of  compensation  as  staled  in  the 
llion  ;  waich  wa.i  read,  and  referred  lo  the 
remittee  |n  Military  Affairs. 
j  A  messag.,  from  the  House  of  Repre.«entatives 
tq  irraed  the,  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
«  till,  entitli'd  "An  act  placing  certain  persons 
or  Ihe  list  of  navy  pensioners  •,  also,  a  bill  enti* 
(li  (I  "An  acifor  organizing  the  general  staff,  and 
jfT  ajiine  further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the 
itcd   ' 


.llilitcd  Stains;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
icurrence:  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed 
ilbill  whiirh  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
lIi  act  to  ijmit  the  right  of  appeal  from  thecir- 


ly$,^  read  a  t-jiird  time,  and  passed. 
•  Q.^he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th< 
*Attole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establisi 
p  5/ stem  of  navigation  for  the  United  States,  an( 


e  it  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
C  .fumbia,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they 
n  i^jest  the  (toncurrence  of  the  Senate, 
i  fhe  Sena|e  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
H  i4it  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
it  s   mention<?d,  and  concurred  thereon. 

'  *h€  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
m  ;   e  read,  ajnd  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

'he  bill  ^or  the  relief  of  the  Baltimore  and 
^  •  ssachuseits  Bible  Societies,  was  read  a  third 
%>  I  e,  and  ptrssed. 

I^'he  bill  Ipr  the  relief  of  John  Holker,  formerly 

<  i^sul  General  of  France  to  the  United  Stale 
'{^.^  read  a  ^jiird  time,  and  passed 

"  the 

>h 

id 

}(i[motion  \j\  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 

reof  was'postpont'd  until  to-morrow. 

THB^  NATIONAL    BANK    BILL. 

<  trhe  bill  I'fora  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
01  .forporate  ihe  subscribers  to  the   Bank  of  the 

I'ljited  Stairs,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of 

*xift  Whole.-.  The  first  section  having  been  read — 

wr.  Campbell  stated,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 

itee  ot  F^iauce.  that  whilst  this  bill  was  before 

|t  comro^tee,  amendments  had  been  proposed 

it.  but.  mough  a  majority  of  the  comtnittee 

Jl  been  ot!opiDiuo  that  the  bill  required  amend- 

|Qt,  as  they  did  not  entirely  concur  as  to  the 

Jure  of  tlje  amendments,  they  had  determined 

n^irepoTi  iT^e  bill  without  amendment.     He  was 

1(0^2,  he  saM,  who  considered  the  bill  defective. 

.I||iad  been  his  intention  to  have  this  day  sub- 

^led  bis  views  of  the  bill,  and   to  have  moved 

[endment*  to  it  accordingly;  but  the  slate  of 

heal'.h  woulrf^^not  permit  hira  at  ibis  time  to 


perform  that  duty.  He  should  therefore  leave 
the  bill  to  be  di>po>ed  of  by  the  Senate  in  such 
way  as  the  Senate  might  ihink  proper,  reserving 
to  himself  the  right  at  some  future  moment  to 
give  his  views  of  the  bill,  dtc. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New    Hampshire,   moved    to 
strike  out  five,  the  proportion  of  specie  to  be  paid 
in  at  the  time  of  subscription,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  ten;  the  effect  of  winch  motion  would 
be  to  make  the  whole  amount  of  specie  paid  in  at 
the  lime  of  subscription    $2,800,000,  instead    of 
81.400,000.     The  two  great  objects  proposed   by 
the  friends  of  this  bill,  he  said,  were — i^^,  to  re- 
lease the  country  from  the  ma«s  of  spurious  paper 
which  was  said    to  !;«  the  circulating   medium; 
2dly,  to  aid  the  Government  in  its  finances.     To 
effect  the  first  object,  the  bank  must  commence 
Its  operations  in  specie.     To  enable  il  to  do  this, 
he  proceeded   to  sliow,  that  iu  his  view  a  larger 
proportion  of  specie  wa;«    necessary  to  the  fiml 
payment.     The  United  States  stock  subscribabla 
and    payable  at  the   snme  time,  to   the  amount 
of  seven    millions,  would,  he   said,  be  no  mure 
aid   to  the  bank  in  discounting  with  a  view  to 
redeeming  its  notes  with   specie,  than  would    so 
many    bank    bills.      The   amount   of  $1,400  000 
in  specie,  divided  among  the  difftreut  branches 
which  he  presumed  would  be  immediately  eNiab- 
lisbed,  would,  he  argued,  be  insutficieni   lor  any 
operation  whatever.     Let    the  bank  is>ue   paper 
sufl[icient  to  produce  any  effect,  and   the  specie  in 
its  vaullc  would    be  instantly    withdrawn    from 
them;  twenty-five  days  would   be  sufficient  for 
that   purpose.     In    Baltimore,  Philadelphia,   and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  he  said,  the  notes  of  the 
bank  would  be  seized  on  by  every  individual  who 
has  any  occasion  for  specie,  dec. — the  bank,  then, 
to  be  safe,  would  be  able  to  issue  no  more  paper 
than  to  the  amount  of  its  specie  paid  in.     Would 
such  an  issue,  he  asked,  serve  to  reform  ihe  cur- 
rency, or  give  the  Government  any  aid   in   its 
finances?     It  might  be  said,  the  bank  would  com- 
mence operations  slowly  and  wilh  caution;  but, 
Mr.  M.  said  any  man  acquainted  with  the  insti- 
tution of  banks  knows  that  the  buiu  fir.>l  paid  m 
is  nearly  all  that  the  stockholder*  ever  pay.     The 
bank   would   continue    in    operation    forever,  he 
said,  without  taking  from  the  stockholders  any 
considerable  sum  more  than  the  first  instalment; 
for,  as  far  as  the  bank  di.scounted,  the  second  in- 
stalment would  be  paid  into  the  bank  with  specie 
of  the  first  instalment,  &c.     This  was  a  positioa 
so  fully  supported  by  ail  experience,  that  he  pre- 
sumed   it  would    not  be  denied.     For  its  specie 
capital,  then,  the  bank  must  depend    principally 
on  the  amount  first  paid  in:   ihe  bank  might  sell 
some  slock,  dec,  to  obtain  specie,  bui  ihe  direct 
bringing  in  of  specie  would  not  be  much  after  the 
first  instalment.     The  sum  of  82  8^)0,000  was  not 
a  large  instalment  to  be  first  paid  in  cii  a  capital 
of  thirty-five  millions,  and,  according  to  the  state- 
ments of  gentlemen,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  necessary  amount  of  sp«?cie  to 
make  the  first  payment.     He  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  his  motion,  if  adopted,  would  essentially 
aid  the  bank  in  commencing  its  operations,  and  in- 
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crease  its  effect  in  reforming  the  circulation  of 
the  country,  as  far  as  this  bill  can  have  that 
effect. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  supported  this  motion. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  make  any  remarks  on  the 
motion,  he  touched  upon  a  quesiion  preliminary 
in  its  character,  and  which  he  regarded  as  of  great 
importance,  inasmuch  as  it  superseded  all  detail, 
and,  if  decided  affirmatively,  rendered  it  utterly 
unless  to  discuss  the  details  of  the  bill.  Advert- 
ing to  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  in 
this  House  uu  late  occasions  in  regard  to  public 
opinion,  he  waid  that  public  opinion,  well  defined 
and  understood,  the  well  considered  judgment  of 
the  majority  of  the  nation,  no  one  doubted,  was 
entitled  to  profound  respect  from  this  House. 
Public  opinion,  he  said,  was  not  so  embodied,  not 
cast  into  such  a  shape,  that  much  confidence 
could  be  placed  in  that  arguineni  on  the  subject 
of  Ihe  eaiablishment  of  a  iNational  Bank.  Yet, 
he  said,  public  opinion  dues  exixt;  and  where  it  i 
IS  relative  to  Constitutional  tjuesiions  of  great 
municipal  law,  it  may  be  relied  on  as  authority. 
The  Legialaiive  power  of  the  nation  was  placed 
in  two  separate  branchei ;  public  opinion  in  favor 
of  this  distribution  of  it  was  so  general  and  strong  | 
that  no  educated  man  in  the  nation  could  doubt  I 
It.  It  was,  therefore,  not  only  a  provision  of  the  | 
Constitution,  but  unquestionably  the  decision  of; 
public  opinion,  that,  up  d  any  measure  fit  to  be 
made  a  law,  the  discusbion  on  all  its  provisions 
ought  to  be  subjected  to  separate  examination  in 
the  separate  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  that 
the  decision  of  one  branch  should  not  operate  to 

Preclude  a  re-exainination  by  the  other;  that  each  ; 
ranch  of  the  Legislature  should  deliberateoo  any 
measure  which  lias  |>assed  the  other  braocli,  with  ; 
the  same  freedom  as  if  the  bill  had  originated  in  | 
that  House.     The  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion, .Mr.  K.  went  on  lo  say,  was  a  most  important 
measure,  and  had  passed  the  other  branch  of  the  ' 
Legislature.      Those  very  considerations,  rather  I 
than   lorbidding,  demanded  a  peculiar    and  cir- 
cumspect examination  of  the  bill  10  this  branch  { 
of  the  Legislature.     Il  may.  for  example,  have  , 
lorluilously  passed  the  other  House.    Care  ought 
to  be  taken    that  it  do  not  in  like   manner  fortu-  1 
ilously  jiaM   the   Senate.     The   smallne>s  of  the  : 
majority  in  the  other  House,  the  possibility  of  its 
varying,  diw:.,  instead  of  being  reasons  for  hurry-  j 
ing  over  this  bill,  were  reasons  why  it  siiould  be 
examined   more  freely.     If  thi>  reasoning  were  j 
not    true,  the  Constitution    and    public    opinion 
were  equally  wrong  ;  the  Legislature  should  con- 
sist of  but  one   branch.     He  was   not,  therefore, 
permuted  to  doubt,  he  said,  that  the  Senate,  dis- 
regarding  the  suggestion,  that  possibly  the  bill 
might  lail   on   being   again   brought   before   the 
other   House   by  araendraenls  from  this  House, 
would  decide  according  to  the  obligations  of  their 
stations   here,  and  with   an   unbiassed  regard  to 
their  fitness  on  sucli  ameudments  as  should  be 
proposed;  leaving  the  responsibility  for  the  con- 
sequences of  a  performance  of  their  duty,  where, 
bjr  the  Cousuiuiion,  11  ought  to  rest.     These  sug- 
gestions tlowed  from   an   apprehension,  on    the 


[part  of  Mr.  K.,  that,  although  the  question  was 
I  surrounded  with  difficulties,  the  Senate  would  be 
j  urged  lo  pass  the  bill  without  amendraeni.  lest,  on 
I  its  return  to  the  House,  if  the  Senate  did  its  duty 
by  amending  it,  ihe  bill  would  fail.  Mr.  K.  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  bill,  which,  he  said, 
WIS  imperfect  in  its  provisions  in  the  view  which 
any  gentleman  might  take  of  it,  as  could  be 
easily  shown.  The  particular  proposition  now 
before  the  Senate  though  important,  he  said,  was 
not  as  much  so  as  other  points  in  the  bill.  Bui 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had  con- 
clusively shown  that  one  and  a  half  millions  was 
the  greatest  extent  to  which,  as  it  now  stood,  the 
bank  could  safely  istue  on  a  specie  system.  Illui- 
traiing  his  viewof  the  subject  by  a  detailed  sitie- 
tneni  of  ihe  process,  he  said,  that  the  first  dis- 
counts of  the  bank  being  necessarily  to  those 
moj.t  pressed  by  the  Stale  banks,  the  proceeds  of 
the  discounts  would  immedialely  find  their  wtf 
into  the  vaults  of  the  State  banks,  (fcc.  Under 
this  view,  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  would  be 
a  sum  entirely  too  small  wherewith  to  enter  into 
compeiiiiou  with  the  existing  banks.  If  the  is- 
sues of  the  bank  exceeded  the  ».pecie  paid  in,  the 
first  process  would  be,  immediately  to  transfer 
the  specie  from  the  general  bank  to  the  local 
banks;  if  the  bank  confined  its  discounts  within 
that  sum,  its  agency  would  be  very  limited  in- 
deed, dc.c.  Connected  wilh  this  subject,  Mr.  K. 
said,  was  another  idea,  which  perhaps  it  would 
be  premature  now  lo  enlarge  on  ;  which  was,  that 
according  lo  the  provisions'of  this  bill,  as  he  un- 
derstood them,  the  bank  need  not,  may  not,  will 
not,  be  a  specie  bank;  the  very  circumstances 
already  suggested  would  compel  the  bank  to  be- 
come a  paper  bank,  to  issue  a  paper  ihat  will  not 
command  specie.  This,  then,  should  be  an  ad- 
ditional motive  to  the  Senate  to  increase  the 
amount  of  the  specie  payment,  that  the  bank  may 
be  enabled  to  avoid  such  a  state  of  its  affairs  as 
would  compel  it  to  become  a  paper  bank,  dec. 
With  these  views  Mr.  K.  hoped  the  Senate  would 
agree  10  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  BiBB,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment.    Feeble  as  he  was,  he  said,  nothing  less 
ihan   the   most   imperious  obligations  of  public 
duty  could  have  brought  him  to  the  Senate.     But, 
i-elieving.   as   he  did,  that  the  adoption  of  any 
ameadment  whatever  to  the  bill  would  certainly 
endanger  or  defeat  its  passage,  and  that  upon  its 
fate  depended,  more  than  on  any  other  measure 
to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  could  be  drawn 
at  this  moment,  the  welfare  and  pro&perily  of  the 
country,  he  felt  bound,  unmindful  of  the  conse- 
quences, to   make  a  great  effort  to  aid,  with  his 
vote  at  least,  the  progress  of  the  bill.     He  regret- 
ted exceedingly   the  physical   incapacity  which 
would  prevent  him  from  laying  before  the  Senate 
at  large  his  views  of  the  question,  which,  how- 
ever, he  proceeded  to  as>igo  as  far  as  he  was  able. 
It  appeared  lo  hiin.  he  said,  impossible  for  a  slates- 
man,  in  the  habit  of  contemplating  national  ques- 
tions, and   considering  cause  and  effect,  not  to 
look  at  the  present  condition  of  the  country  with 
apprehension  and  alarm.     By  a  combinaiion  of 
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<ii|ijurasiancjs  not  necessary  to  be  enumerated. 
orK^of  the  leading  objects  of  the  adoption  of  the 
fi4eral  Constitution  was  at  this  moment  lost  to 
i^;Dation.  .'Whether  it  should  be  finally  lost  to 
^i'jiiatioD.  cV  should  be  recovered,  would  depend, 
inl;  11  human  probability,  on  the  conduct  of  the 
^•ii  ate  on  this  occasion.  To  enable  the  Gov- 
'-rjinent  to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  the  public 
ir\-  litors.  to  restore  confidence  among  the  citizens 
^fifie  country  in  regard  to  pecuniary  transactions, 
iclprevent  aiiytliing  but  gold  and  silver  from  be- 
iryfa  legal  {ender,  to  maintain  the  obligation  of 
Ctjcjtracts.  wi-re,  he  said,  the  leading  objects  which 
pAJluced  \\)v  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  The 
r^ii^'^^'O"  °'  '^^  general  currency  of  the  country. 
w$Jhoul  wh»ch  the  attainment  of  these  great  ob- 
jftis  is  imptacticable.  is.  said  Mr.  B..  at  this  mo- 
nh\il  wrestwl  from  the  hands  of  the  Government 
tjf-oetty  corporations  and  swindling  individuals 
tKr^ughout  the  community.  This,  lie  said,  is  the 
$l|i"Ct  condition  of  our  affairs.  Could  any  honor- 
fclJU'  Senator  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
jqiVe  his  scat  at  the  present  session,  without 
peaking  an  ^"ffort.  a  great  effort,  to  reform  the  na- 
tional curreiicy.  to  regain  ihe  power  over  it  which 
^eihave  los^?  The  country  was  rich  in  resources, 
JiJ^jieople  ir."  individual  means;  and  yet  both  the 
^rTintry,  and  individuals,  were  une(iual  to  meet 
their  engagi'ments  honestly  and  faithfully;  and, 
iaot  only  so,"  but  the  Government  was  compelled 
JO  pgalize  that  fpecies  of  swindling  by  which  the 
jqj  lortant,  necessary  power  of  sovereignty,  the 
ffW;  Illation  cif  the  currency  of  the  country  was 
•ajht-n  from  t|ie  Government.  It  was  unnecej^sary, 
J»i  jiaid,  to  recapitulate  the  cause  which  had  pro- 
il^jjed  this  :iate  of  things,  but  he  did  verily  be- 
|ii|e,  that,  unless  the  present  Congress  should 
\^^  some  efficient  measure  to  compel  the  re- 
|;\»i|iption  of  payment  of  specie,  it  was  extremf-ly 
flfci^biful  whether  it  ever  would  be  done.  He 
fc;  IJed  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  acts  of 
jl  f^ State  governments;  scarcely  a  session  passed 
•r  which  bajik  charters  were  not  granted  by  them 
f(  ihe  amoujii  of  millions— and,  as  the  influence 
J)  ihese  Sii»]te  hanks  increased,  so  did  the  diffi- 
"Ci|l\y  of  legislating  on  this  subject.  Mr.  B.  then 
f!«frfsidered  ine  subject  in  other  points  of  view. 
y\i^he  present  moment,  he  said,  the  people  in  the 
|£iiiiern  Stajtes  pay  the  revenue  to  the  United 
Bfajies  in  Treasury  notes;  but  the  Secretary  of 
Jl^-^Treasur]!  was  making  a  great  effort  to  call  in 
species  )f  paper.  When  that  object  was  ac- 
plished.  what  would  be  the  situation  of  the 

he 
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^t^try  muijt  follow  the  example  of  all  the  other 
iiajlijcs.  All  Xhe  banks  in  the  country  would  then 
SK^jjniied  ayainst  a  return  to  specie  payment. 
Pwjar  as  he  had  heard.  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  opin- 
Jcf^of  a  larje  majority  of  the  Senate  was,  that 
f^B  course- of  measures  should  be  adopted  for 
ih^wremedy  (if  the  evil ;  the  only  question  was  as 
Jqi  le  mode.     He  had  heard  hut  two  modes  pro- 

» :  ' 


posed  ;  the  one,  to  declare  by  law  that  after  a  cer- 
tain day  the  paper  of  those  banks  refusing  to  pay 
specie  should   not  be   receivable  in   dues  to  the 
Government;  the  other,  to  establish  a  National 
Bank.     The  first  plan,  he  said,  was  impracticable; 
the  people  cannot  pay  what  they  cannot  get — be- 
sides, that  such  a  measure  would  cause  a  combi- 
nation of  the  banks,  too  strong  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  overpower.     Mr.   B.  said   he  would  go 
further;  he  believed  a  large  majority  of  the  Sea- 
ate  had  declared  themselves  in  favor  of  a  National 
Bank;  that  they  had  made  up  their  minds  that  it 
was  the  best  possible  means  of  restoring  the  coun- 
try :o  the  old  state  of  things.     Now,  he  asked, 
whether,  on  a  question  of  mere  detail,  they  ought 
to  risk  the  loss  of  an  object  so  important  as  this 
bill?     .Mr.  B.  asserted  to  the  Senate,  and  he  said 
he  would  justify  the  ground,  that,  although  this 
bill  might  not  be  perfect,  he  should  vote  as^ainst 
every  amendment  of  every  character;  justified  in 
so  doing  by  tire  importance  of  the  passage  of  the 
bill.     The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
had   strongly  inveighed   a^rainst  such  a  course. 
Mr.  B.  intimated  that  it  was  precisely  the  course 
the  gentleman  himself  had  taken  on  the  question 
of  the  Direct  Tax  at  a  former  session.     It  bad 
been  then  admitted  that  amendments  proposed 
would  make  the  bill  more  perfect  ;  hut  their  re- 
jection was  justified  on  the  ground  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  bill,  and  the  probability  that  an  agree- 
ment  to   the   amendments   might   occasion    the 
rejection  of  the  bill  on  its  return  to  the  other 
Hous(?.     That  was  a  correct  course,  Mr.  B.  said, 
and  that  course  he  should  now  pursue.     He  also 
referred  to  n  precedent  of  higher  authority — the 
recommendation  of  the  Convention  who  framed 
the  Constitution,  tu   the   people,  that,  although 
susceptible  of  amendment  to  advantage,  the  Con- 
stitution should  be  accepted  as  it  stood,  lest,  by 
the  collision  of  opinion  on  amt-ndments,  it  should 
be  lost.     The  Constitution  had  been  accordingly 
so  accepted,  and  subsequently  amended  by  adding 
to  It  new  sections.     Mr.  B.  was  against  all  amend- 
ments to  the  bill.     In  regard  to  this  particular 
feature  of  the  bill,  it  could  not.  in  any  view,  be  of 
sufficient  importance  to  justify  endangering  the 
bill.     He  denied   the  justice  of  the  intimation 
that  this  was  not  to  be  a  spene  bank.     Substan- 
tially, he  said,  it  possessed  all  the  features  of  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  plan  of  which 
gentlemen  had  jo  highly  approved;  with  the  ad- 
dition of  several  important  checks  not  contained 
in  the  plan  of  that  bank,  the  nature  of  which  .Mr. 
B.  explained.     He  vindicated  some  of  the  princi- 
pal IVatures  of  this  bill,  to  which,  on  either  hand, 
objections  had  been  made,  particularly  that  which 
gave  the  appointment  of  five  of  the  directors  to 
the  Government — which  was  due  to  the  interest 
of  the  Government   in  the  bank,  as  well  on  ac- 
count of  its  stock,  as  of  the  necessary  attention  to 
the  security  of  its  depcsites.     As  to  its  not  being 
a  specie  bank,  if  the  control  of  the  Government 
was  as  powerful  as  he  considered  if,  it  would  be 
the  fault  of  the  Government  alone  if  it  were  not 
a  specie  bank.     We  must  suppose  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  themselrcs  corrupted,  before 
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you  {luppose  that  it  will  not  be  a  specie  bank. 
With  the  aid  of  all  the  Eastern  banks,  beinsr,  be- 
sides, the  depository  of  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  and  thus  having  all  the  Slate  banks  debt- 
ors to  it.  how  could  the  State  banks  destroy  it? 
Congress  might  additionally  provide  that,  at  some 
distant  day,  the  notes  (f  banks  not  paying  specie, 
should  cease  to  be  received  in  payment  of  dues  to 
the  Government.  Jcc. — at  some  distant  day,  he 
said,  for  he  was  not  for  destroying  or  injuring  the 
State  banks,  &c.  Mr.  B.  concluded  his  speech 
by  expressing  his  hope  that  the  Senate  would  not 
agree  to  any  amendment  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  opposed  the  proposed  amendment  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length,  of  which  what  follows  is 
but  an  outline.  He,  too,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  considered  the  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank  as  the  most  important  that  could  be  pre- 
sented to  the  National  Legislature  at  this  session. 
The  rejection  of  this  bill,  he  believed,  would  ex- 
pose us  toa  continuation  of  all  the  inconveniences 
experienced  in  every  quarter  of  the  Union  from 
the  present  state  of  the  circulating  medium,  caus- 
ing a  fluctuation  and  uncertainty  in  the  value  of 
property  and  products  greatly  to  be  deprecated, 
and  bringing  with  it  a  train  of  evils  it  would  be 
almost  impos.«ible  to  enumerate.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  said,  he  had  such  confidence  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  a  National  Bank,  in  correcting  the  evils 
of  the  mass  of  paper  afloat,  in  enabling  the  Gov- 
ernment and  individuals  to  fulfil  their  enuage- 
ments.  that  he  had  brought  his  mind  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank  would  be  an  epoch  in  the  aff.iirs  of  the  na- 
tion ;  that,  instead  of  the  cloud  which  darkens 
the  horizon,  it  will  usher  in  a  new  day  of  pros- 
perity, replete  with  benefits  to  the  nation.  Ac. 
With  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (.Mr.  Kino.) 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  entirely  coincided  in  sentiment  as 
to  the  respect  due  to  public  opinion,  when  dis- 
tinctly expressed  and  well  understood;  but  why 
that  sentiment  was  recurred  to  at  the  present 
time,  he  did  not  precisely  understand  ;  for  sure  he 
was,  that  on  this  occasion  it  had  been  audibly  and 
distinctly  expressed  from  every  part  of  the  United 
Statfs,  as  Well  as  from  the  Executive  authority, 
in  favor  of  this  measure:  and  above  all.  it  had  been 
recently  declared  from  an  unequivocal  source,  the 
House  ol  Representatives,  who  are  the  mirror  in 
which  the  sentiments  of  the  people  are  reflected, 
and  whose  decision  on  such  a  topic  is  a  pillar  of 
light,  the  pursuit  of  which  will  never  involve  us 
in  diflSculty.  Mr.  B.  agreed,  also,  with  the  gen- 
tleman in  his  views  of  the  independent  duty  of 
this  House,  in  revifwing  the  proceedings  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  so  far  as  regarded 
the  absolute  right  of  the  Senate  to  decide,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  impressions  of  the  fitness  of 
things,  on  measures  presented  to  them  by  the 
other  House;  but  if  the  gentleman  m^ant  that  it 
was  a  reason  for  jealousy  m  regard  to  any  mea- 
sure that  It  had  passed  that  House.  Mr.  B.  differed 
from  him  tolo  c<zlo.  On  the  contrary,  he  said, 
that  circumstance  would  be,  with  him,  a  persua- 
sive argument  in  favor  of  any  measure;  for,  though 


he  would  surrender  to  them  no  part  of  the  rights 
of  this  body,  he  should  perpetually  recur  to  that 
body  as  an  oracle  from  which  true  responses  may 
be  drawn  as  to  the  public  will.  It  may  err ;  when 
it  did.  in  his  opinion,  he  should  not  feel  liimself 
bound  by  its  views,  &c. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  great  subject  before  the  House.     The  Consti- 
tution,  be  ."said,  had   imparted   to   the  Congress, 
among  other  great  attributes,  the  power  of  regu- 
lating the  coin  of  the  United  States.     How  had 
Congress    acquitted     themselves    of    this    duty? 
Where  and  of  what  effect  were  these  regulations? 
Where  was  the  uniformity  of  currency  ?     Mr.  B. 
described  the  variety  and  fluctuation  of  value  of 
the    paper    in    circulation,    not    only    in    various 
Slates,  but  in  contiguous  towns  and  counties.  <tc. 
This  was  a  great  evil,  deprecated  on  all   hands. 
The  power  intended  by  the  Constitution   to  have 
been  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, was,  by  the  failure   of  the  Government  to 
make  use  of  it,  exercised   by  every  State  in  the 
Union,   frequently    by    individuals,   dec.     Hence 
arose  an  excess  of  paper  issues,  causing  deprecia- 
tion to  an   extent  which  could   scarcely  be  esti- 
mated— an  evil  which  called   for  a  remedy  in  a 
language  not  to  be   misunderstood.     Where  was 
the  antidote  which  the  Executive,  in  this  only  the 
organ  of  the  public  sentiment,  had  called  on  Con- 
gress to  interpose?     The  patient,  said  Mr.  B.,  is 
sick,  from  the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his 
foot;  he  asks  for  oil  and  wine  to  Ite  poured  into 
his    wounds,    which    would    be   otherwise    fatal. 
Where  is  the  man  who  will  propose  any  other 
antidote  than  that  now  before  us?    Where  is  the 
adventurous   knight   who   will   suggest   another 
remedy  ?     If  there  be  a  Don  Quixote  in  politics, 
let  him  appear.     No,  Mr.  B.  said,  not  even  a  nos- 
trum had  been  tendered  to  substitute  this  plan. 
If  no  other   remely  was  offered,  ought   they,  he 
asked,  to  higgle  about  details,  to  split  hairs  on  the 
question  ?     Mr.  B.  then  spoke  of  the  necessity  of 
mutual   concession    among   legislators;   without 
which,  he   said,  the   idea  of  legislation  was   the 
most  vague  and  illusory  that  ever  entered   the 
human  mind.     It  was  necessary,  Mr.  B.  then  ar- 
gued,  for    the    present    diseased    paper    medium, 
since  specie  had  fled  the  country,  or  was  scattered 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  to  substitute  a  medium 
impressed  with  the  seal  of  the  nation.     If  an  in- 
stitutiou  were  established  to  issue  a  paper  of  that 
description,  we  should  have,  he  .said,  in  lieu  of  a 
medium,  the  value  of  which  will  not  live  ten,  fif- 
teen, or  twenty  miles  from  the  spot  where  we  re- 
ceive it,  a  paper  which  will  embrace   the  Union 
in  its  grasp.     It  would  also   be  a  great  financial 
instrument,  necessary  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  na- 
tional duties  in  this  respect.     On    this  head,  the 
experience  of  the  last  warspoke  a  language  which 
incredulity  itself  could  not  doubt.     In  the  dark 
and  gloomy  period  of  the  last  Winter,  when  this 
subject  was  discussed,  no  doubt  had  been  enter- 
tained that  this  was  the  only  means  of  remedying 
an  evil  from  which  so   much   was  apprehended. 
That   time,  he  rejoiced,  had   passed   by;   but  he 
hoped  the  lessons  of  experience  would  not  be  per- 
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p  regard  lo  ibe  details  of  tbis  bill,  be  said,  he 
not  see  the  necessity  of  amending  them.  It 
been  staled  that  this  would  be  a  \mpvT  bank, 
ia  ordef  to  prevent  tliat.  aa  increase  of  the 
le  payments  was  suggested.     Mr.  B.  believed 

Being 

its  ef- 

I?     It  would  be  to  place  the  bank  wholly  io 


uiilted  to  pajs  away  witb  the  urgency  of  ihe  oc-  I  the  only  question,  he  solemnly  appealed  to  gen- 
tlemen, whether  there  could  be  two  opinions  on 
that  point.  Ought  this  great  attribute  of  sover- 
eignty to  be  surrendered  by  tbis  Government  to 
the  authority  of  the  State  Legislatures  1  This 
question  he  answered  in  the  negative.  The  ex- 
isting evil,  he  then  argued,  would  be  remedied 
by  the  establishment  of  a  bank,  whose  intiuencc 
was  ramified  into  every  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  State  banks  had   nothing  to  fear,  if  they 


iU^    an  aOkendment   was    unnecessary. 
Ou'/  necessary,  what,  he  asked,  would   be 
fe 


th  tijhands  of  a  few  fortunate  individuals  or  banks  '  would   conduct   themselves   properly,  from   such 


|L.fd 


^  had  sptirie  in  their  possession.  The  smaller  ]  an  institution.  If  any  of  them,  on  the  other  hand, 
"rst  payjaent  in  «pecie  was  made,  within  the  ,  should  violate  their  trust,  and  show  a  centrifugal 
ji*|ts  of  necessity  to  the  object,  in  his  opinion.  '  quality,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  this  great 
|L  ^wiser  wjuld  be  the  plan.  The  establishment  j  orb  to  restore  them  to  their  stations.  If  any  of 
ft  «|baQk.  or«any  other  system,  could  not  be  ex-  i  the  State  banks  do  not  fulfil  their  engagements, 
tw  i^^'' '0  ^ff'^'"^  5"^ 'f^'^tant  remedy  to  the  existing  Mr.  B.  said,  if  they  do  not  meet  the  occasion' 
i-i  J,  any  m.<re  than  a  dose  of  medicine-  would  their  paper  will  sink  into  disrepute.  This  bank 
re  «)  re  to  initant  health  and  pristine  vigor  the  i  will  be  the  silent  and  efficient  remedy;  it  will 
'fn  i  who  ha^  been  wasting  by  long  sickness.  The  '■  move  on  almost  imperceptibly,  gradual  in  its  ap- 
tl  i^t  ot  thi  amendment,  without  accelerating  proach,  but  certain  in  its  etTects.  Mr.  B.  took 
th^aperalioi.s  of  the  bank,  would  be  to  favor  the  |  this  occasion  to  vindicate  the  banks  in  the  Com- 
I0i'*^opolist  of  specie,  (tc.  he  who  had  had  the  |  monwealth  of  Virginia  from  the  charge  it  had 
ca  uwon  or  lorecast  to  board  up  the  dollars  and  been  fashonable  to  make  against  the  Stale  banks, 
pe  »ts.  The  bulk  of  the  specie  to  be  paid  into  this  of  improvidence  in  their  administration.  Those 
ba  1^,  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt,  ought  and  must  be  ,  banks  resisted  to  the  utmost  the  attempts  to  pro- 
iii  ikn  from  abroad.  In  regard  to  the  argument,  cure  loans  from  them  ;  that  which  they  had,  with 
jib  i  the  sum  was  too  small  to  enable  the  bank  to  '  great  reluctance,  from  a  sense  of  duly  refused  to 
i:c/|mence  its  operations  with  safety,  «tc.,  Mr.  |  the  Government,  their  patriotism  at  length  in- 
ej(4oiuended  that  money  was  loo  sharp-sighieJ,  duced  them  to  grant  to  the  wants  of  thousands  of 
to|  jynx-eye<|  in  its  vigilance  to  be  (using  a  com-  |  men  surrounding  liieir  capital,  who  but  for  their 
-  ^   saying)  caught    napping.     There   was   no  |  relief  would  have  greatly  suffered,  dec.     Where 

3hesaid,vf  the  banks  being  ruined,  by  lending  I  banks  had  wantonly  abused  their  privileges,  he 
ey  to  m^-n  pressed  from  other  quarters;  the  cared  not  what  was  said  of  them,  but  he  lelt  no 
fcd  of  dir.ction  of  a  bank  formed  a  barometer  disposition  to  put  those  under  the  ban  of  the 
.-.Jhich  the  responsibility  of  every  man  passing  empire  who  had  acted  ihu>  correctly  Ac 
iMre  It  wa*  as  correctly  graduated  as  the  wea-  In  regard  to  objections  he  had  heard  to  the  in- 
ih  I  is  by  the  instrumeni  so  called  ;  they  would  i  fluence  of  the  Government  over  this  bank  Mr 
't  l*^Vii"   ^^^^  ^^^^y^  did,  not   to  part  with  |  B.  said,  hi*  objection  was,  that  it  had  not  inter-' 

lie 

K  -iG,  who,  he  said,  had  discovered  that  this  was 

jto  le  a  pape^  and  not  a  specie  bank,  and  was  to 


care,  as   they  always  did,  not 

dollars    to    accommodate    an    unfortunate  i  est  enough  in  u  ;  but  in  this7ebpec7as'in  oiheVs 
)r,  4,c.     In  answer  to  the  arguineni  of  Mr.    he  was  willing,  to  obiain  a  great  object,  to  con- 
cede some  pan  of  his  views.     He  recurred  lo  the 

-  .,-.         ,  ...  experienceof  his  own  State  to  show  that  no  evils 

uj  ^javate  thv  evils  ii  was  intended  to  cure,  Mr.  had  been  experienced  from  the  existence  of  such 
B  ^^lerred  t^  the  regulations  by  which  it  was  to  a  control  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  proposed 
b»ISoverned  lo  show  that  this  apprehension  was  ,  in  this  bill,  Jcc.     \o  banks,  he  believed  had  been 


10  IS  intere.Ni.  That  objection  against  this  bill, 
th  *?fore,  seemed  to  Mr.  B.  to  be  a  chimera  from 
^  ih  nothing  was  u  be  apprehended.  I 

:  ijwas  no  question  now,  he  said,  whether  bank-  i 
jn  should  exist— that  being  bevond  the  control  I 
iif  Congress,  but  whether  it  was  proper  that  a 
|)c|*onof  It  fhould  be  placed  under  the  authority 
of|>ie  Gener.ll  Government,  instead  of  its  being 
w|^lly  under  the  control  of  the  States,  who  es- 
u»*sh  banks  not  only  in  iheir  populous  towns 
^•»*evea  in   ihe  dreary  wilderness.     This  being 


by  recapitulating  his  argument;.,  and  expressing 
his  hope  that  the  only  remedy  as  he  believed,  for 
a  great  evil,  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  .Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion  to  amend  the  bill.  He  cer- 
tainly had  entertained  no  expectation,  he  said, 
when  he  submitted  the  motion,  that  it  would  have 
drawn  the  bill  into  so  general  discussion.  VVheo- 
ever  a  National  Bank  had  been  proposed,  he  said, 
he  had  always  supported  it  with  such  inodihca- 
tious  as  he  thought  correct.     He  did  believe  a  well 
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regulated  institution  of  this  kind  would  be  useful 
lo  the  Government  ;  and.  though  the  Government 
had  at  a  certain  period  declined    the  exercise  of 
its  power  in  this  respect,  he  felt  no  inclination  to 
prevent  them  from  again  occupying  the  ground 
of  the  old  United  States  Bank.     He  was.  be  said, 
now  willing  to  give  his  aid  in  establishing  a  bank 
on  proper  principles ;   but  he  never  could  assent 
to  this  or  any  other  measure  un  the  ground  taken 
by  the  gentlemen  from    Georgia  and  Virginia. 
The  bill  was.  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Sen- 
ate, read  section   by  section  for   the  purpose  of 
amendment;  and   yet   gentlemen    declared   they 
would  not  listen  to  any  proposition  to  amend  the 
bill,  but  take  it  as  it  stood.     [Mr.  Bibb  explained, 
that     his    remark    was    confaned     to    unessential 
amendments.]     It  might,  Mr.  M.  said,  be  difficult 
to  define  what  makes  an  amendment  important ; 
for  him  it  was  sufficient  reason  for  an  amendment,  I 
that  the   bill  would   be  better  with  than  without 
It.     He  could  not.  he  said,  see  the  force  of  the  ob- 
jection to  sending  this  bill  back  to  the  House  of  i 
Hepreseolaitves  better  than  it  came  from  them  ;  ' 
gentlemen  must  certainly  conclude  that  that  House 
was  greatly   in  love  with  a  bad  bill.     It  always 
had  been  held  irregular  to  suggest  in  one  branch  ' 
of  the    Legislature   what  might  have  passed  in 
debate  in  ihe  co-ordinate  branch ;  it  was  certainly,  ! 
Mr.  M.  said,  more  improper  to  go  into  a  wide  ' 
field  of  conjecture  to  find  out  what  would  happen 
there.     Although  there  might  be  good  reasons  for  ' 
concession   and  accommodation  to  the  views  of 
the  other   House,  Mr.  M.  said,  they  had  not  yet  | 
arrived  at  that  stage  of  the  busine>s  when  it  was  ! 
necessary,  which  was  not  until  the  House  should  ' 
refuse   to  accept  the  amendments  of  the  Senate.  | 
It  was  a  dangerous    ground   to  assume.  Mr.  M. 
added,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
vary    their   ground  on  this  question.     Although  ; 
he  had  as  much  respect  for  them  as  he  ought,  he  j 
also  remarked,  he  »hould  not  take  public  opinion  ! 
from   the    Representatives  of   the   people.     The 
Constitution   prescribed    lo    the  Senate  no  such 
practice.     The  course  of  taking  measures  from 
the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  believing 
ihem   proper   because  it  has  adopted  them,  pre- 
cludes all  legislation,    &c..  and  is  therefore  in- 
consistent with  the  principlesof  our  Government. 
Mr.  M.  agreed   that  the  public  suffered  much 
inconvenience   from   what  was  termed   the  state 
of  the  public  medium  ;  it  was  not  very  material 
whether  it  was  produced  by  what  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  termed  swindling,  or  wbat  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  called  the  patriotic 
conduct  of  ihe  banks.     Mr.  M.  replied   to  other 
arguments   used  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  op- 
posed  his  motion.     In  regard  to  the  operation  of 
interest  on  moneyed  institutions,  he  said,  he  be- 
lieved that  principle  was  felt  as  much  by  the  State 
banks  as  by  that  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
incorporate.     Any  bank,  guided  by  other  motives, 
would  depart  from  the  objects  of  the  institution. 
Mr.   M  attached  no  sort  of  consequence  to  the 
idea  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  in  order  to  exer- 
cise the  power  of  the  Government  to  regulate  the 
coin  of  the  country.     The  laws  of  the  United 


Slates,  he  said,  had  already  regulated  it,  he  knew 
of  no  law  which  authorized  any  officer  of  the 
Government  to  receive  any  part  of  this  spurious 
money  which  the  gentleman  said  was  in  circula- 
tion.    The  laws  were  already  perfect  on  this  sub- 
ject.    If  the  Executive  officers  had  received  other 
moneys  in  payment  than  those  authorized  by  law 
Mr.  M.  said,  they  had  acted  without  law — with- 
out   right.     What    necessity    there   might  have 
been  for  their  doing  so,  he  would  not  now  exam- 
ine.    Cases  might  arise,  in  which  the  officers  of 
the  Government  may  lake  upon  themselves  the 
responsibility  of  neglecting  the    execution  of  a 
law,  &c.     That  an  evil  existed,  he  said,  all  agree, 
and  all  suppose  that  the  bank  to  be  incorpor'aied 
by  this  bill  will  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  lessen 
the  evil,  or  entirely  correct  it.     The  object  of  his 
motion  was  to  give  the  bank  the  greatest  possible 
I  power  to  effect  these  purposes.     It  had  been  said, 
that  the    bank  would  at  first  move  slowly.     But, 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  no  sanguine  anticipation  that 
i  this  amendment,  or  any  other,  or  the  prudence  of 
'  the  directors,  would   be  able  wholly  to  cure  the 
evil.     What  had  been  the  cause  of  the  evil  ?    The 
I  banks  themselves;  banks  incorporated  under  the 
'  same  restrictions  as  this  bill  contained,  issue  now 
the  very  rags  which   had    been  described.     The 
I  remedy  now  proposed,  was.  Mr.  M.  thought,  some- 
'  thing  like  Sangrado's  practice:  more  bank  paper 
of  the  same  sort — more  hot  water  for  the  same 
!  evil.     In  regard  to  the  impossibility  of  this  bank's 
doing  anything  but  a  specie  business,  Mr.  M.  un- 
,  deriook  lo  assert,  that  the  charter,  in  its  present 
shape,  gave   the  bank  the  power  lo  issue  notes, 
without  even  promising  payment  of  specie.    The 
I  clause  which  authorizes  the  bank  lo  issue  notes 
I  did.  in  fact,  for  the  want  of  due  restrictions,  au- 
thorize the  bank  to  issue  notes  payable  when  it 
;  pleased  ;  none  but  notes  payable  on  demand  were 
j  indeed    receivable   in  payment  of  taxes   to    the 
I  Government — but  they  might  be  issued  payable 
I  two  years  after  date  for  other  purposes,  and  would 
I  probably  circulate  quite  as  well  as  the  notes  of 
I  New   York,    Philadelphia,  and    Baltimore.     He 
should  imagine,  he  said,  that,  as  the   bank  was 
I  now  constituted,  sensible  men.  having  the  man- 
agement of  it,  would  not  attempt  to  do  business 
without  taking  that  course.     Mr.  M.  pointed  out 
j  other  defects,  as   he  viewed    them,  of  the   bill. 
I       There  was  no  provision  for  a  forfeiture  of  the 
\  charier  of  the  bank,  or  for  annulment  on  failure 
j  of  its  going  promptly  into  operation.     However, 
I  ii  would  be  idle,  he  said,  to  discuss  the  bill,  if  the 
opinions  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  Vir- 
ginia were   to  prevail  with  the  majority  of  the 
Senate,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  amend  the 
bill,  lest  It  should  fail  thereby.     If  this  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  sooner  they  came  to 
tiiat  determination  the  better ;  it  would  save  them 
labor,  and  perhaps  character,  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion at   once.     The   same   argument   might    be 
urged,  he  said,  with  as  much  propriety  every  day, 
and  on  every   subject,  as  had   been   principally  , 
urged  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dana,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  did  not  ex- 
pect to  vote  for  the  bank  bill  in  its  present  form. 
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^1  I^DOtwith^tanding  be  did  not  think  it  would  be 

♦p  ift>er  to  adnpt  this  amendment ;  one-twentieth 

*p,  lit  of  the  whole  capital,  appeared  to  him   to 

b.  i»s  large  a   proportion   as  ought  to  be   called 

ff  r.  in    specie   at   the  time  of  subscription.     If 

di  %2eT  v/ete  anticipated  from  the  smallness  of 

ti'j  amount  of  specie,  it  would  perhaps  be  belter 

introducer  into  the  bill  a  provision,  that  the 

i.  should  not  issue  paper  until  it  had  a  ^uffi- 

i  quantity  of  coin  to  justify  it  in  so  doing. 

jugh  he  should  not  vote  for    the    bank,  he 

[iuid  regr«^  to  see  its  first  issues  to  individuals 

tf)  were  ct«inected  with  the  institution  ;  indeed, 

h»  should   rither  suppose,  the  great  demand  for 

dliounts  frira  the  bank,  would  be  to  enable  the 

chants  tij  pay  bonds,  constantly  falling  due  to 

'"  ''  i.     These  merchants, 

redits  at  the  bank,  to 
eight,  or  ten  mil- 
li  Is  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  United 
S  |tes  will  bt*  the  only  power  that  can  call  for 
ii  ;V  and.  Mr.  D.  presumed,  there  would  be  no 
d  iger  of  a  run  on  the  bank  from  the  Gjvern- 

r,      5,t      Jirn 


,Ds)rchants  tij  pay  bonus,  consta 
iffiiGovernroent  for  customs. 

••f(  *iheir  notes,  will  obtain  cre( 
t   ,j  amount  of  perhaps,  seven, 

I 


V 


4it.  df^c. 


tir.  Taylor,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  should 
h  Je  likfd  to  have  heard  the  amendment  argued 
d  jjls  own  merits,  bt?cause  the  force  of  the  argu- 
r,  tjit  again't  would  perhaps  be  weakened  by  con- 
n  ^ting  It  with  other  considerations  which  had 
b  «n  brouglit  into  debate.  If  he  approved  of  the 
a.  ^'ndraenr,  he  would  vote  for  it,  though  he 
V  fjld  say,  that  for  a  small  or  inconsiderable  al- 
t  ition.  he  -would  not  jeopardize  a  great  princi- 
P^'.  or  a  great  njeasure,  such  as  he  conceived  this 
b  ['      "'    '  ■      ' 


t    fc  an 
\    '  s  0 


J.     With  respect  to  the  proposed  amendment. 

^sidering  the  stale  of  the  currency  of  the  coun- 

and  the  known  fact  thai  specie  abounds  in 

f  the  country,  whilst  in  others  it  is  not  to 

tl'- obtained   at   all— to    carry    the   gentleman's 

a  lendmeni  more  directly  to  what  would  be  its 

a   lolute  result,  he  ought  first  to  have  provided 

fi  ii  confining  the  opening  of  the  books  of  sub- 

.•^l^piion  to  that  part  of  tlie  country  where  specie 

v^  jn  a  state  of  circulation.     Wiihoui  designing 

i|lor  he  would  not  certainly  impute  such  a  de- 

s  j^i  to  ihegi-ntleman,  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 

jt  Jiu  would  be  giving  a  complete  monopoly  to 

n  »»  Eastern  country.     Believing  it  desirable  that 

t    I  benefits  of  this  institution  should  be  extended 

t    Jevery   part  of  the  country,  he  was  therefore 

c^toosed  to  the  amendment.     The  restoration  of 

isKcie  paynients.  Mr.  T.  said,  was  not  the  work 

•Cfja  moment.     The  power  to  sell  two  millions 

to|*ics  stock  in  the  first  year,  of  which  the  bank 

rwjiijld  no  d)ubt  avail  itself,  and  the  deposiies  of 

;i|i|  Government,  together  with  the  specie  paid 

i|]jn  ihesubscripticn,  would,  he  said,  enable  the 

jbliJik  to  operate  to  as  great  an  extent  as  was  advis- 

!»l>^.     This  amendment,  besides  being  unneces- 

.s;  ,t'^,  would,  he  believed,  produce  an  undue  mon- 

i-c  ;^ly  to  om  section  of  the  country,  and  to  the 

;.h  ,fcrJers   wjiere  specie   was  not  current.     It    is 

■■<^Jj:ulaied   ?o  reward   those  whose  conduct  has 

Jul  a  tendejicy  to  bring  about  the  very  evil  now 
cposed  '0  fie  remedied.  The  amendment  would 
ifj  throw  advantages  into  the  hands  of  the  cap- 


Mi 


ilalists  of  Charleston,  &c.,  which  it  would  deny 
to  those  of  the  middle  country  ;  for  it  so  hap- 
pened, in  the  course  of  trade,  that  specie  was  re- 
duced in  value  there  to  about  two  and  a  half  to 
five  per  cent,  above  the  current  paper  of  that 
State,  not  more  than  in  ordinary  limes  used  to 
be  given  for  specie  in  quantities.  For  these  gen- 
eral reasons,  Mr.  T.  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  MA80Pf,  of  New  Hampshire,  remarked  thai 
specie  was  not  confined  to  the  Eastern  or  South- 
ern States;  the  banks  in  the  Middle  Stales  still 
retain  as  much  specie  as  they  ever  had.  If  the 
bank  might  sell  stock  for  specie,  why  might  not 
individuals  do  the  same,  in  the  first  instance,  and 
pay  it  into  the  bank  ?  United  Stales'  stock  would 
at  a  certain  price  command  specie  anywhere. 

Mr.  Sa.nfohd  spoke  in  support  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  denying  the  correctness  of  the  doc- 
trine OQ  which  opposition  was  made  to  any 
amendment  of  this  bill.  It  was  a  subject,  he 
said,  which  particularly  required  caution  and  cir- 
cumspection in  deciding  upon  it.  He  considered 
the  amendment  before  the  Senate  as  presenting 
this  questiun :  With  what  sum  shall  tne  bank 
commence  its  operations?  This  being  intended 
to  be  a  specie  bank.  Mr.  S.  said,  every  proposition 
lending  mure  certainly  to  make  it  more  so,  was 
worthy  of  favorable  consideration.  The  bill  as 
it  .'-tood  contemplated  $1,400,000  in  specie  as  a 
sufficient  basis  for  the  bank  to  begin  upon.  Mr. 
S.  said,  he  could  nut  but  think,  with  Mr.  Mason, 
that  this  sum  was  too  small.  There  wa.«  nothing 
in  the  \a\[  to  prevent  the  bank  from  issuing  $35,- 
000.000  on  this  amount  of  specie  paid  in.  if  they 
thought  proper  to  do  so.  Those  who  were  called 
on  to  pay  the  second  instalment  in  specie  would, 
he  said,  go  to  the  bank  with  its  bills,  and  drain  it 
at  once  of  every  dollar.  The  bill  was,  Mr.  S. 
thought,  in  other  respects,  deficient  in  detail,  as 
he  showed  by  reference  to  its  provisions.  The 
bank  would  get  no  specie  but  what  it  received  ia 
the  first  payment,  unless  the  course  of  exchange 
should  become  more  favorable,  or  the  slate  of 
things  generally  should  essentially  vary.  The 
rational  and  prudenl  course,  he  thought,  would 
be.  to  require  as  much  specie  as  possible  in  the 
first  instance.  Without  amendments  to  regulate 
the  paper  issues  of  the  bank.  &c.,  this  would  be 
a  mere  paper  bank,  he  said,  like  those  which  al- 
ready exist.  The  amendment  appeared  to  hiin 
extremely  proper,  and  therefore  ne  should  vole 
for  It. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied  to  .Mr.  SANK0RD,and  quoted 
the  provisions  of  the  bank  to  show,  that  the 
bank  dare  not  issue  one  dollar  more  paper  than  it 
had  a  reasonable  prospect  of  being  able  to  honor 
with  gold  or  silver.  The  bank  had  the  power  to 
do  otherwise,  a  was  true;  and  so  have  we  power 
to  cut  our  own  throats— but  the  bank  is  no  more 
likely  than  we  are  to  commit  a/e/o  de  se.  As  to 
the  second  instalment  being  paid  with  the  specie 
of  the  first,  Mr.  T.  said,  it  was  impossible  to  pay 
$2,800,000,  (ihe  amount  of  the  second  instal- 
ment.) with  $1,400,000,  (the  amount  of  the  first,) 
and  ihe   worst,   therefore,   only   one-half  of  the 
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second  instaiment  could  be  drawn  from  the  raolts 

of  the  bank. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned,  leaving  the  pend- 
ing question  undecided. 


Tuesday,  March  26. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  Nehemiah 
Hubbard,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  collection 
district  of  Middletown,  in  the  Stale  of  Connec- 
ticut, praying  that  the  port  of  Middletown  may 
be  constituted  a  port  of  entry,  for  reasons  slated 
in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee;  and  Messrj.  Dana,  Sanford, 
and  Daggett,  were  appointed  the  coramiiiee. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  entitled  '"An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  'An  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment," reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  with  a  further  amendment,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on 
ihe  question,  ''Shall  the  amendments  beengrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Wirt,"  reported 
it  wilhoul  amendment. 

The  bill  establishing  a  pori  of  delivery  at  the 
Bayou  St.  John,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  placing  certain  per- 
sons on  the  li^t  of  navy  pensioners,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Comraiilee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  organizing  the 
general  staff,  and  making  further  provision  for 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
second  lime,  and  referred  to  llie  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  22d  instant,  for  information  in 
relation  to  the  [troceedings  which  have  been  had 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  10th  of  February, 
1807,  entitled  '■  An  act  to  provide  for  surveying 
the  coasts  of  the  United  States,"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Willet  Coles.  Whereupon,  the 
petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

BANK  OF  THE  UMTED  ST.\TES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  .Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  having  with- 
drawn the  motion  made  the  25th  instant,  to  amend 
the  third  section,  proposed  the  following  proviso 
to  be  added  to  the  12ih  rule: 

"  I'rovided,  That  all  bills  or  notes  so  to  be  issued 
by  said  corporation,  shall  be  made  payable  on  demand, 
other  than  bills  or  note*  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  not 


I  le«  than dolltrs  each,  md  payable  to  the  order 

I  of  some  person  or  persons,  which  bills  or  notes  it  shall 
I  be  lawful  for  said  corporation  to  make  payable  at  any 

i  time  not  exceeding days  from  the  date  thereof." 

j  This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate 
I  between  those  who  thought  such  a  restriction 
I  necessary  and    those  of  a  different  opinion.     It 

was  at  length  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays. 
I      On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in   ihe  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  14,  as 
follows: 

1  Ykas — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
I  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
I  Macon,  .Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
I  Sanford,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Wells,  Wil- 
liams, and  Wilson. 

Nats — .Messrs.   Barbour,    Barry,    Bibb,    Campbell, 
Chace,    Condit,    Howell,    Lacock,   Morrow,    Roberts, 
j  Ruggles,  Tail,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

;      This  decision  in  favor  of  one  amendment  opened 
!  the  door  to  the  proposition  of  a  great  number  of 
amendments  which  have  been  or  will  be  proposed 
to  the  bill. 

The  discussion  of  one  or  two  thai  were  pro- 
posed occupied  the  Senate  until  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment. 

Wedne.sday,  March  27. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Carroll,  of  Duddington.  and  others,  citizens  of 
Washington,  praying  an  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  to  continue  a  turnpike  road  leading 
from  Calvert's  mills,  from  the  District  line,  to  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  Daggett,  Horsey,  and  Mason 
of  Virginia,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  TAiT.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  placing  certain  persons  on  the  list  of  navy 
pensioners,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and 
the  bill  having  been  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  frigate  Constitution;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  and  requiring  the  Secretary  ol 
Slate  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz;" 
and  It  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  cer- 
tain part  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of 
that  State  ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  grRnting 
bounty  lands  to  such  of  the  disbanded  officers  of  oar 
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Army  an  have  been  disabled  by  wounds  while  in 
public  service. 
Mr.  Daguett.   from   the  joint  coraruittee  ap- 
Icinted  to  examine  the  business  on  the  tables  of 
ihf  two  Houses,  to  ascertain   what  portioa   re- 
-^ijred  to  be- acted  on  this  session,  and  to  fix  on  a 
[lod  for  irs  close,  tnade  a  report,  together  with 
tf.i  fullowiog  resolution : 

\iesohfd.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
^j^aker  of  tiie  House  of  Representatives  be  author- 
i^*  to  close  this  session,  by  the  adjournment  of  their 
r^Aective  Houses,  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  1816. 

J  ^he  repoKand  resolution  were  read,  and  passed 
ti^«be  second  reading. 

!|     BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

VXhe  Senate  resumed  the  Bank  bill.  The  con- 
sl({?ration  of  amendments  progressed.  An  amend- 
M^t  was  adopted,  among  others,  to  postpone  the 
0  «nirig  of  the  books  from  the  1st  dav  of  June  to 
t  i  1st  day  vf  July. 

fir.  MasoN,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  moved 
aH'ther  amendment,  by  way  of  a  new  section,  to 
(j-*lare  the  act  null  and  vuid,  if  the  bank  is  not 
\$A  into  ope'ration  within  one  year  after  its  date. 

Iplr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  this  amendment  so 
aji'to  make   it   reserve  to  Congress  the  right  to 
the  (iharter,  at  any   time   within   twelve 


river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western  line  of 
the  Connecticut  Reserve;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing 
a  port  of  delivery  at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John  ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
reported  it  to  tiie  House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the 
question.  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affijraa- 
tive. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Win."  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  entiiled  "An  act  in  addition  to  ao  act 
to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  was  further 
amended  by  unanimous  cooseui,  and  passed  with 
amendment.'-. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  and  re- 
quiring the  St'cretary  of  State  to  issue  letters 
patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz,"  was  read  a  third  lime 
and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  placing  certain  per- 


'hese  mr^itions  gave  rise  to  much  desultory 
d  -iate,  as  ipdeed  did  all  the  amendments  pro- 
p  k^ed. 

>lr.  BiBB*s   motion  was  agreed    to;    and  Mr. 


ati/iul   the  (iharter,  at  any   time   within   twelve    ^°°''  °°  *^^  '•''^  ^^  navy  pensioners."  was  read  a 
r|(tnihs  after  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  if  the    ^'*'^**  ^""'^;  ^^'^  passed. 

bfiHt  be  not  put  in  operation  before  that  day.  I      ^^^-  Campbell,  from   the  Committee  on  Fi- 

nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
repeal  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
iaoN's  prpposiiion.  so  modified,  was  agreed  to.  '  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit. 
'^       ■  by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on 

gold    and    silver   watches."  reported    it   without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Fhome.ntin  withdrew  his  proposed  amend- 


fAr.  Campbell  then  moved  to  amend  that  part 
G  !the  bill  ivhich  directs  books  to  be  opened  at 
c  .jtain  places,  so  as  to  assign  to  each  State  a  cer- 
t  p  proporlion  of  the  slock  to  be  subscribed,  to 
r  pain  iherj?  for  a  certain  time,  to  allow  it  to  be 
i  i|»3cribed  (n  the  States  respectively,  in  propor- 
t  h  to  then*  representation— intending  to  follow 
I  ithis  ami^ndraent  by  a  motion  to  introduce  a 
f  '^vision  t^at  the  bank  should  be  compelled,  on     nnent. 

t   1  requestjof  the   Legi^lature  of  any  State,  to        Sundry  amendments   having   been  agreed  to, 
tj^blish  a  ''ranch  of  the  bank  therein.  and  further  amendments  proposed,  on  motion  by 

.jn  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  C.  made  a  speech    Mr.  Williams,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
ollorae  length  on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill.  ]  bill,  together  with  the  proposed  amendments,  was 

iJThis  amtifidment  was  in  the  end  negatived  by  i  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
argute  of  20*to  11. 

fixate  in  t^ie  day,  the  consideration  of  the  bill 


I 


ii  further;;postponed  till  to-morrow, 


Thursday,  March  28. 


Fridav,  March  20. 
i      Mr.  Daggett,  from   the  committee   to  whom 
j  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  art  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate 


JThe  bill  X)  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  !  a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads 
t^ted  Stais  frigate  Constitution,  was  read  the  ;  within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  bill 
ifond  time:  I  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


[]>lr.  Ki.NC   from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
)mmitte.4  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow 


The  Senate  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  27th  instant,  relative  to  bounty 


arjl  childrei^  of  R'jbert  Fulton,  deceased,  reported  ;  lands,  which   was   amended    and    agreed    to  as 
iwiih  an  amendment,  which  was  read.  follows: 


/Jhe  Senriie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  '      Resolved,   That   the  Committee  on    Military 

1  r*ole,  the  Consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  I  Afiiirs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 

President  of  the  United  States  to  alter  the    of  granting  bounty  lands  to  such  of  the  disbanded 

laid  om  from  the  fool  of  the  rapids  of  the  I  officers  of  our   late  army  as  have  been  disabled 
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by  wounds  while  in  the  public  service,  and  of  1  pend  or  refuse  payment,  in  gold  or  silver  of  its  notes 
granting  the  same  quantity  of  land  to  each  I  bills,  obligations,  or  other  debts,  to  such' an  amount' 
soldier  who  has  served  during  the  late  war.  and  and  for  such  length  of  time  as  Congress  may  deem' 
been  honorably  discharged.  j  injurious  to  the  United  States,  in  such  cose  CongreK 

On   motion   by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  bill   entitled  \  "»*y  "'epeal  this  act,  and  abolish  the  said  corporation, 
••An   act   making  further   provision   for   military     """^ '"^ke  such  regulations  and  provisions  for  the  »et- 


services  during  tiie  laie  war,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  organizing  the  general  staff,  and  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  resolution  directing  medals  lobe 
struck,  and.  together  with  the  ihanksof  Congress. 
pre>ented  lo  Major  General  Harrison  and  Gov- 
ernor Shelby,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  the 
resolution  was  read,  and  jmssed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses 
on  the  22d  day  <-f  April.  1816.  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

Mr.  Wells,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Briggs  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
lo  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill   to  reward 


llement  of  the  affairs  and  payment  of  the  debts  of  said 
corporation,  and  for  distributing  its  remaining  property 
among  the  stockholders,  as  shall  be  deemed  just  and 
proper." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  14, 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

^'«*» — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Daggett,  Goldsbor- 
ough.  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, and  Turner. 

^  Nats— Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Howell,  Hunter,  Macon, 
Morrow,  RoberU,  Tail,  Varnum.  Wells,  William*,  and 
Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Wells,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  March  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
Resolved,  That  ihe  Secretary  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  House  of  Representatives  that  an  omis- 
sion has  taken  place  in  engrossing  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from  the 
House   of  Representatives,  entitled   "An    act  in 

,1       «:  ,  ,    .     TT     "  ,~c;'   "  ■;  ' I  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Es- 

U.e  officers  and  crew  ol  the  United  States  frigate  ;  .ablishment."   and   request  that  the  House  wi  1 

freedT^",;   fl       "°  «.™^"'^'Sr"!,^r'"!nTl"^^^"'h^^^''^^>'"  *"'  amendments  "the  Sen 

agreed    to.  un    the  question    "Shal     this    bill  be  !  ate,  with  a  view  that  the  said  omission  maybe 

engros;.ed    and    read  a  third    time?"   it   was  de-  I  supplied 

lerm.ned  in  the  affirmative  )  '    jyf,  y^  ^f  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 

nf  y  :  '^.^r'f'^nK'  ''^^"'*\r'"  'he  Legislature.    .^^  motion  fo^  consid^eration: 

of  the   State  of  Ohio   to  sell  a  certain   part  of  a        %„„/„,j   tk».»,    r-  ..  u     ^        ,  r.       , 

tract  of   land   reserved  for  the   use  of  that  State   '  u.       .      .    ,\'^*;tbe  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 

was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  !  ^  '"Vk"'w     'V"*^"';'  u"'V^'  expediency  of  author- 

Tk.^  k.ii  .  .1  1      V^         ,  ,.    .      ,,  I'^'ig  tbe  Secretary  of  the    I  reasurv  to  subscribe  fiftv 

iJkJJ  "!u  T"  '^r  ,^7'^^"/  °f '^^  Uni-  I  thousand  dollars  I  the  Great  CoLw,  e  Cana  and 
If  the  rim  "^  K  '  road  laid  out  from  the  fool  R.ver  Navigation  Companv,  incorporated  by  the  Le- 
of  the  rapids  ol  the  r.ver  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  lo  g.slature  of  Virginia,  for  the  puJpose  of  cutting  a 
the  western  line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  was  canal  from  the  port  of  Norfolk,  through  the  Eastern 
read  a  third  time  and  passed.  |  Branch  of  Elizabeth  River,  to  the  channel  of  Curri- 

1  lie  bill  establishing  a  port  of  delivery  at  the  I  tuck  Sound,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  proposed  by 
town  of  Bayou  St.  John  was  read  a  third  time,  |  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  Great  Coast- 
and  passed.  i  wise  Canal  and  River  Navigation  Company. 

T'w'ir!"'''j""''^V'^u  *^'  '""■'  '^^  '^^^^f  of  John  I      The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
J!  Jto  ^  ^    ^^'^  "'"^-  """^  f""'^'^-  ^<='  '°  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 

a.;..   I  -  t  T'''''""''  ^.^"^  """ce  that  to-murrow  he  '  turnpike  roads  within  the  District  of  Columbia,'' 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  erect  a  light-     was  read  the  second  time. 

Ihe  resolution  directing   medals  to  be  struck, 
and,  together  with  the  thanks  of  Congress,  pre- 


house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
B.\NK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  con-ideralion  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 


sented  to  Major  General  Harrison  and  Governor 
Shelby,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
second  time. 


act  lo  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  I      t-i     k  n  /     .u        ir    ri  n  j 

the   Unii».,i   <5f..»o.  »  fn„  .k    "'^^'.    '" '"*^  "^"•'^  "{  I       Ihe  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs  was  read 

!.!„„  .  .       .  •     '°§^^''*>"  ^"»>  'he  proposed  j  the  second  time. 


amendment 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  insert  at  the  end  ol  the  17th  section  the 
followins : 

"And  if  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time  sus- 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bave  returned 
lo  the  Scuate  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lisbmeui,"  together  wilh  the  amendments  tberetoj 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


256 


257 


.t 


SNATJB. 


Bank  of  the  United  Slates. 


Apbil,  1816. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


258 


1 


\ 


d  that  ilie  HouNe  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
n  act  to  enable  itie  people  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
Aory  to  form  a   constitution  and    State  govern- 
^ni.  and  for  the  adntiission  of  such   State  into 
e  Union  Dn  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  I 
ates;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
tain  purchas*Ts  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
pi  Territory;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
ing the  President  of  liie  United  Slates  to  lease 
|i<;  Saline,  near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term 
pi  exceeding  seven  years;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
t  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
[fof  Edward  Hallowell ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
>t  supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regu- 
yung  and  defining  the  duties  of  the  judges  of 
(fe  Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the 
>urts  of  I'r.e  Territory  of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction 
1^  chancery  cases  arising  in  the  said  Territory;" 
JbiU,  entitled  '"Au  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
alcolm;"  a  bill,  entitled  "'Aa  act  directing  the 
charge  uf  Ebenezer  Keeler  and  John  Francis 
'^im  itnprixonment  ;•'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  di-  \ 
^acting  the  discharge  of  Moses  Lewis  from  im- 
ji^isonmenv,"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
tjission  of  certain  duties  on  the  importation  of 
w»oks  for  iFie  use  of  Harvard  College,  and  on  the 
t^rriage  and  personal  baggage  of  h:s  Excellency 
QTilliam  Gore,  Governor  of  the  British  province 
^  Upper  Canada  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
^Iiefof  Robert  Kidd  ;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled 
VAn  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  ad- 
iiiiional  revenues  fur  defraying  the  expenses  of 
iipvernmenl  and   maintainmg  the  public  credit, 
>f  laying  a  direct  tax   Uj)on  the  United  States. 
lid  to  provide  for  assessing  and   collecting  the 
ime ;"  in  which  bills  th{fy  request  the  concur- 
rnce  of  the  Senate. 

t       BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

» 

;#The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Jf^Thole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '"An 
^t  tu  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
T^e  United  States." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ki.no,  to  strike  out  of  see- 
on  8.  afior  the  word  '"directors,"  in  the  3d  line, 
le  following:  "five  of  whom,  being  stockhold- 
s,  shall  t.e  annually  appointed  by  the  President 
the  Uniied  Stales,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
nsent  of  the  Senate,  not   more  than  three  of 
hom  shall  be  residents  of  any  one  Suie." 
On  this. motion  a  debate  en>ued,  which  con- 
;|Oued  until  about  three  o'clock,  and  in  which 
*'^essrs.  Ki.vG  and  Gore  advocated,  and  Messrs, 


A  new  section  was  then  offered,  by  Mr.  Golds- 
BOROUOH.  in  the  following  words: 

"  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if,  at  any  lime,  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  cease  to  hold  stock  in  this  bank,  the 
five  Directors  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
power  herein  given  to  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  directors, 
shall  immediately  cease;  and  that,  for  every  million 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  said  stock  which  the 
United  States  may  part  with,  there  shall  be  an  abridge- 
ment of  the  power  of  appointing  one  of  the  five  diiect- 
ors  hereinbefore  provided  for." 

On  this  amendment  a  debate  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  Goldsbohocgh,  Kino,  Harper, 
Macon,  and  Fkome.nti.n,  supported,  and  Messrs. 
BtBB,  Campbell,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Chace, 
opposed  It. 

About  half  past  four  the  Senate  adjourned, 
without  having  taken  the  question. 


IfiBB,  Bahbour,   Roberts,  and  Campbell,  op- 
lijsed  the  motion. 

{A  Tiie  amendment  was  finally  negatived — yeas 
&,  nays  2;,  as  follows: 

'     YtAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
jiarper.    Horsey,    Hunter,    King,    .Macon.    Mason   of 
^ew  Hampshire,  Sanford,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and 
<      I'elU. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp- 

i  ell,    Chac«;.    Condit,    Fromentin,    Gaillard,    Howell, 

^ason  of  'Sirginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Tait, 

■alboi,   Taylor,    Turner,    Varnuxn,    WilliaTiB,    and 

If'dsoQ.       : 


Monday.  April  1. 

The  President  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  from 
the  first  of  October,  1814,  to  the  first  of  April, 
1815.  as  also  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments,  from  the  firj-t  of  October,  1814.  to 
the  first  of  October,  1815,  together  with  the  re- 
ports of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
thereon  ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  ilie  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amend   the  law   of  costs,"    reported   it   without 
i  amendment. 

Mr.  Varnlm  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Otis,  attorney  of  William  Otis,  late  collector  of 
the  customs  for  the  district  of  Barnstable,  praying 
relief  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  embargo  laws,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  wa.s  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Broun,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vin- 
cennes,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  Jesse 
Torrey,  jun.,  representing  that  he  has  it  in  con- 
templation to  undertake  the  establishment,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  of  a  garden  or  general  re- 
pository of  living  American  plants,  shrubs,  and 
trees,  particularly  such  as  are  supposed  or  known 
to  contain  medicinal  properties,  and  praying  the 
patronage  of  Congress,  as  slated  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  a 
National  Seminary  of  Learning  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  eleven  bills  last  brought  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ii  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  An  act  to  provide 
addiiional  revent,es  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
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Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on 
gold  and  silver  watches;"  and  it  passed  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  30th  ultimo,  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  subscribe  fifty  thousand  dollars 
to  the  Great  Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navi- 
gation Company,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  George  Nebinger,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Fromentin  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  river;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  on  the  question, 
•Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States;"  in  which  bill  they  re" 
quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have 
concurred  in  ihe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  Sti.tes,"  with  amendment's,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  t»  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  con- 
curred therein. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  10  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  States  frigate  Constitution  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Fromentin.  from  the  committee,  reported 
that  they  had  re-eiamined  the  amendments  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
regulate  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  and  that 
Ihey  were  correctly  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  return  the  bills 
together  with  the  amendments,  to  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

On  rnotion  by  Mr.  Barbocr.  ihe  consideration 
ot  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals,  was  further  postponed 
until  to-morrow.  • 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  Senate  resumed  theconsideration.  in  Com- 
mittee, of  the  bill  from  the  House,  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
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the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Goldsborodqh  on 
Saturday  still  before  the  Committee. 

Messrs.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Bibb,  and  Taylor 
spoke  against   the  amendment,  and  Mr   Golds- 
borodgh   in   its  favor;    when  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  motion   negatived— yeas  16    nays 
IS,  as  follows:  ^ 

Yeas— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard 
Ooldsborough,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Macon' 
Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Sanford,  Thompson,  Tich- 
enor, Turner,  and  Wells. 

Nats— .Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp. 
beU,  Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  .Mason  of  Virginia,  Mor- 
row, Roberu,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Tajlor,  Vamum. 
Wdliams,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  an  amendment,  limiting 
the  selection  of  directors  by  the  President  to  such 

as  held    stock   to   the   amount   of  dollars, 

(ten  thousand  was  named  by  the  mover,)  and 
that  they  should  cease  to  be  directors  when  they 
ceased  to  hold  stock  to  that  amount. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Harper 
Dana,  and  Taylor,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rob- 
erts, Barbodr,  Macon,  Ca.mpbell,  and   Fro- 
i  mentin.^  and  negatived- ayes  9.  noes  10. 

Mr.  King  moved  an  amendment,  preventing 
directors  appointed  by  the  Government  from  act- 
ing as  agents  or  proxies  of  any  stockholders. 

Mr.  King  spoke  in  favor  of,  and  .Messrs.  Rob- 
erts and  Campbell  against  this  amendment- 
which  was  negatived  without  a  division.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  an  amendment  was 
adopted,  requiring  thai  there  should  not  be  more 
ihan  thirteen  nor  less  than  seven  directors  to 
each  Branch  Bank.  ' 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  an  amendment.  makin» 
the  stock  of  the  United  States  unalienable;  Mr! 
Ca.mpbell  spoke  against  it ;  negatived- ayes  10 
noes  18.  ' 

Mr.  Brown  offered  an  amendment,  excluding 
the  United  States  as  a  stockholder  from  being 
represented  in  the  choice  of  directors.  &.c.;a<Treed 
to.  '    o 

Mr.  Wells  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  ts 
follows  : 

Mr.  President,  the  Senate  having  gone  through 
the  different  amendments  which   have  been  be- 
fore them,  and  it  not  being  probable  that  there 
are    many   more,    if  any  other,   intended  to   be 
brought  forward,  the  proper  period  for  submitting 
a  proposition,  which  will  fairly  bring  into  notice 
the  general   views  of  this  subject,  has.    perhaps, 
now  arrived.     In  support,  then,  of  the  proposition 
of  postponement,  to  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  of  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill, 
which  I  purpose   to   move  you.  I  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate,  while' 1  endeavor  lo  show, 
first,  that  it  transcends  the  Constitutional  power 
of  Congress  to   pass  a  bill  containing  the  provi- 
sions whicli  this  does  ;  secondly,  the  inexpediency 
of  enacting  such  a  law  as  this,  even  if  we  possess 
the  Constitutional  power  to  doit;  and  thirdly, 
that  our  true  policy  is  to  avoid,  at  ihis  time,  le- 
gislating upon  the  subject — to  pass  no  law,  at  the 
present  session,  incorporating  a    banking  com- 
pany. 
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It  whichfhas  heretofore  been  the  occasion  ,  they  devolved  upon  implication?  Did  not  that 
of  ?  f  much  h'ated  controversy,  was  dimply  a  i  enlightened  body  know  that  grants  of  specially 
qoe  §on  relating  to  the  existence  or  non-eiist-  enumerated  authorities  would  not  warrant  the 
euc  'of  a  pover  in  Congress  to  incorporate  a  exercise  of  a  power  as  a  means  for  carrying  into 
cyn  [Ifiny  for  establishing  a  bank.  That  question  :  effect  another  power,  where  the  means  it.self  is. 
is;n  ^  at  re*t,  nor  do  I  propose  to  disturb  it.  in  cliaracter  and  importance,  entitled  to  rank 
Thi  Cole  inquiry  we  now  have  to  make  is,  as  to  with  some  one  of  the  enumerated  authorities? 
the*"fue  character  and  just  extent  of  this  authori-  That  such  is  the  real  character  of  the  means  in 
^?'  K*t  we  may  not,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  carry  question,  in  relation  to  some  of  those  authorities, 
i^^ood  its  proper  limits.  even  limited  and   circumscribed   as  it  may  be,  I 

. /Hje  power  {hat  is  granted  is  a  power  to  estab-  am  obliged  to  admit  there  is  too  much  reason  for 
l^h^^^^i  bank  fiir  a  particular  end.  and,  of  course,  insisting.  That  I  have  a  doubt,  therefore,  on  my 
cyn  jjjjiutes  only  a  part  of  the  general  power,  in  mind,  on  this  point,  I  am  free  to  confess.  It  is 
r#la  ion  to  the  establishment  of  banks  that  pre-  possible,  perhaps  it  is  probable,  if  the  vote  I  am 
vio  'Sly  existej  in  the  States,  For  this  reason  it  to  give  upon  this  bill  demanded  of  me.  in  respect 
i.>»  a  lower  of  a  minor  character  to  that  of  the  to  that  difficulty,  a  decision,  that  further  deliber- 
Sta  *s.  and  is  to  be  exercised  always  with  a  steady  ation,  aided  by  the  authorities  which.  I  am  told, 
ani.  Jistinct  vi^w  to  the  end  for  which  it  is  crea-  i  support  the  opposite  opinion,  might  remove  that 
t?»d.  2So  lar  at  it  goes,  it  is  a  lawful  power,  and  '  doubt. 
hasj;jright  to! pursue   its  prescribed  course.     It        Sir,  I  confidently  rely  upon    the  cheerfulness 


njaiikeep  coijipany  with  the  State  authority, 
billys  no  rigjit  to  quarrel  and  slay  its  crapan- 
i^nL  n  the  roa^J.  Every  application,  then,  of  this 
pi)vf*r,  by  tiici  United   States,  which  has  a  ten 


with  which  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  here- 
tofore so  strenuously  denied  the  existence  of  the 
power  in  question  in  this  Government,  will  ac- 
company me  in  the  inquiry  respecting  the  extent 


dTecrV  to  embarrass  or  impair  the  free  exercise  of  of  this  power.  It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  to  be 
tbejifcower  res4rved  to  the  States,  is  unwarranted,  ;  (not  an  original,  substantive,  but)  a  derivative, 
atnl  :1  done  b>^  us  with  a  view  to  such  a  purpose.  :  incidental  power.  What,  then,  is  the  specially 
\\  ij^  affair  otr  arrogance  and  usurpation.  enumerated  power  to  which  it  is  incident,  as  one 

•  J|is   is    noi    a    primary,    expressed,    original    of  the  '•  necessary  and  proper"  means  for  its  eie- 
po*jr.     In  vain,  as  such,  do  we  seek  for  it  in  the    cution? 

Co.Hiiution.     It  IS  only  a  secondary,  an  implied.        Is  it  an  incident  to  the  power  to  •'  promote  the 
dieri^'atire  povyer,  il  such  may  be  properly  termed  '  general  welfare  ?''     The  capacious  character  of 
tiSej^Jneans  of  executing  an   expressly  delegated     this  provision,   if  it    is  to  be  viewed  simply  as  a 
fiofjr.     Here- It  may  fairly  be  asked,  Why  was  i  grant   of   power,    would    render    the  subsequent 
^"ji'ower  lejt  to    implication?     Did    it  escape    enumeration  of  special  powers  a  matter  of  super- 
i»o|fc?     Wa-.  It  overlooked?     Was  it  too  unim-    erogation.     Ttie  terms    -general  welfare"  when 
I^OM#nt   for  enumeration?     Every  view  of  this    used  in  the  Constitution,  can  only  be  considered 
i^t.jct,  and  every  relation  in  which  it  can   be    as  having   themselves    reference    to  one  of  the 
ijla  ^d,  10  the  other  authorities,  affords  an  infer-    great  objects  for  the  promotion  of  which  thisGov- 
t<ct  ,   not  easily  resisted,  that  a  grant  of  this  power    ernment  was  established,  and  for  the  accomplish- 
\1ra  .inot  intended  to   be  applied.     If  the  express    ment  of  which  the  special  powers,  contained  in 
gr^ii  of  such^  power  was  moved,  the  silence  of    the  Constitution,  have  been  delet^ated. 
liitj^onstitution,  as  to  that  power,  proves  that  it  ;      Is  this  authority  to  establish   a  bank  an  mci- 
ifii  .    have  betn    rejected.     I  understand  that  it    dent  to  the  power  of  Coni^ress  •' to  borrow  money 
ya  ..moved  m   that   body,  and  was  rejected.     If  ,  on  the  creoit  of  the  United  States  "  by  reason  of 
.^1  ^vas  actually  the  case,  (as  I  am  persuaded  it     its  correlative  tendency  in  procurin<T  a  faculty  to 
•#af?)  a  certaitily  requires  the  utmost  effort  of  in-  '  lend  ?     If  this   be   the  source  from   which  it  is 
^.^^Sf^y  to  pr()ve  that  this  power  was  left  to  im-  '  lawfully  derived,  we  need  look  no  further  for  the 
pli.|tion,  in   prder   that   the  subordinacy   of  its    origin  of  this  or  of  any  other  auihoriiy      If  this 
(.hi  ^cter  migjit  be  the  more  clearly  established,    be  its  fountain-head,  we  have  here  a  never-lailiQ« 
"°  t      ^"off''"  of  "^  pretensions  the  more  ea-    spring  of  power,  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  the 
.'.1  Repressed;    This  is  all.  if  it   be   not  a  great     purposes,  lawful  or   unlawful,  of  this  or  of  any 
dei  Smore  than  any  fair  mode  of  interpreting  the  |  other  Government  upon  earth.    I  turn  away  from 
CO  ^lituiion.  (IS  we   have  it,  will  warrant.     We    it,  therefore,  without  further  investigation 
cal  Jt.  for  a'mornent.  suppose   that   the  great!      Is   this  power   derived   Jrora    that   of  coining 
mtA^  who  forriied  this  frame  of  government,  were  I  money,  regulating  its  value  and  that  offoreiza 
unl  >^uamted  ,with.  or  unmindful  of.   the   impo-  ,  coin  ?     Is  the  right  to  establish  a  National  Bank 
,.n|»  character  of  this   power,   or  of  its  history  ;  on  account  of  its  tendency  in  our  hands  to  oper- 
Uefeor  abroaii      Did  they  not  know  that  a  prop-  j  ate  upon  what  i-  called  the  currency  of  thecoun- 
qsjan  to  inciporate  a  banking  company,  by  the    try,  derived  from  this  or  any  other  specially  dele- 
(ldrCongress.;had    been,  by  that  body,  rejected  ?- gated  authority?     There   are    two  provisions  in 


Aci^furthernvore.  could  those  grave  and  learned 
■^  /been  unaware  (if  they  intended  this  power 
>f  inferred  as  a  means  o/  executing  another 
^r)  of  iht:  arduous,  perhaps  I  might  be  per- 
H-d  to  say,  the  odious  character  of  the  task 
^  I 

t        I 


*• 


the  Constitution  which  have  some  bearing  upon 
this  point.  That  to  which  I  have  ju-t  referred 
respecting  coin,  and  that  which  prohibits  the 
States  the  issue  of  "bills  of  credit,  and  the  de- 
claring of  anything  but  gold  and  silver  a  lawful 
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tender  in  the  payment  of  debts."     It  cannot  be 
necessary  to  argue  that  a  power  to  make  a    bank 
distinctly  with  a  view  to  its  putting  intocircula- 
tion  promissory  notes  that  shall  have  the  faculty 
of  mixing  and  keeping  company  with  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  of  becoming  something 
like  paper  money,  is  uot  a  necessary  and  proper 
auxiliary  to    the   power  in   this  Government   of 
making  a   metallic   medium  ;  that   a   power,  in 
short,  to  make  a  metallic  money  has  not  incident 
to  it,  as  a  "  necessary  and  proper"  means  for   its 
execution,  the    power  to   make  a  paper  money. 
Nor  need  any  time  be  spent  in  resisting  an  infer- 
ence, drawn  from  a    restraint   imposed    upon   a 
particular  power  in  theSiate  governments,  which 
affects  to  communicate   to,  and  to  set  up  in,  this 
Government  a  faculty  co-ordinate  with  another 
power,  which  is  left    in  those  governments,  free 
and  unshackled.     So  far,  then,  as  honorable  gen- 
tieraen  say  this  measure  is  intended  or  calculated, 
whether  with  a  view   to  regulation  or  improve- 
ment,  or    under  any  other   pretence,   to  operate 
upon  what  is  called  the  national  currency;  or.  in 
other  words,  to  restrain   the  States  from   estab- 
lishing similar   institutions,  and   impair  the  free 
exercise    of  the  franchises  of  those   already   in- 
corporated,  It  is  warranted    by   no  part   ot    the 
Constitution. 

I  come  now.  sir,  to  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
where  alone  can  be  found,  if  anywhere,  the  law- 
ful source  of  the  authority  of  this  Government 
to  incorporate  a  banking  company.  We  have 
the  power  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises."  for  certain  great  national 
purposes.  It  is  now  admitted,  by  most  of  the 
former  opponents  of  this  doctrine,  that  the  estab- 
blishment  of  a  National  Bank  is  nothing  more 
than  the  employment  of  a  "  necessary  and  proper" 
means  for  carrying  "  into  execution"  the  power  to 


which  I  have  lusi  referred.     The  correctness  of 
this  doctrine,  1  have  before  declared  it  to  be  not 
ray  purpose  to  call  into  question.     This  part  of 
ray  argument  is  entirely  predicated  upon  its  ad- 
mission, and   is  designed  solely  to  be  confined  to 
those  views  of  the  subject  which  will  show   the 
true  character  and  just  extent  of  this  authority, 
and  enable  us   to  determine  whether  we  are  not 
carrying  it,  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  on 
our  tables,  further  than  is  warranted  by  the  Con- 
stitution.    This,  then,  being  the  power  to  which 
the  authority  to  establish  a  bank  is  incident,  as  a 
•necessary  and  proper"  means  for  its  execution 
we  cannot  have  much  difficulty  in  the  definition 
of  Its  limits.     Its  effect  upon  this  power   must  be 
in  relation  to  the  collection,  the  safe-keepina  and 
transmission  of  the  public  revenue.     The'notes 
which  a  bank  issues  may  (but.  by  the  by.  the  af- 
fairs of  a  bank  may  be  mismanaged  and  they  may 
not)  provide  the   people  with  an   equal  medium 
for  the  payment  ol  their  public  dues  to  this  Gov- 
ernment.    This  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  operate 
upon  the  currency  ;  it  is  not  merely  to  afford  the 
people,  in  their  relations  with  the  Government 
something  more  portable  and  convenient  to  pro- 
cure, and  pay,  than  metallic  money,  but  it  is  to 
provide  them  wuh  a  medium  of  contribution  at 


!  a  time  when  the  metallic  medium  shall  disappear 
from  circulation.     Here  provision,  in   relation  to 
the  currency  generally,  would  seem  at  first,  to  be 
intended  for  an  event  like  that  of  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  metallic  medium  ;  but  we  must  always 
remember  that  our  power,  in  relation  to  the  me- 
dium  of  circulation,  refers   solely  to  a   metallic 
medium  ;  and  of  course  excludes  the  other— cx- 
pres8io  unitis  est  exclu.no  alteriiit.     If  it  be  not 
questioned  how  far,  in  this  point  of  view,  as  con- 
nected   with    the  currency  (a  subject,  as  before- 
mentioned,  expressly  legislated   upon)  there  is  a 
power  to  procure  for  the  people  these  kind  of  fa- 
cilities, for  the  payment  of  their  taxes  ;  surely  the 
power  must,  in  this  respect,  confine  itself  directly 
fo  this  end.     What  then  is  the  capital  necessary 
for  constituting  a  bank  to  answer  this  purpose? 
This  ought  to  have  been  shown  us.     Those  who 
have  no  warrant  to  employ  this  power,  but  dis- 
tinctly with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  a  partic- 
ular end,  must  have  known  that  the  purposes  for 
which  alone   it   can   be  lawfully  used,  prescribe 
the  limitations    to  its  exercise.     The  moral  obli- 
gation   imposed    upon    them  not   to  exceed  those 
limits,  requires,  likewise,  that  they  should  ascer- 
tain where  they  were  placd.     If  there  has  been 
an  inquiry  made  upon  this  head,  what  principles 
have  guided   that  inquiry;  and   which  of  them 
have  been  presented  to  the  Senate  ?     What  cal- 
culations have  been  submitted  to  us,  to  show  that, 
in  respect  to  the  capital,  we  are  not  exceeding  the 
pale  of  our  authority  ?     The    hazard  of  excess 
must  not  be  incurred,  while  there  are  any  means 
at  our   command  of  ascertaining  how  it  may  be 
avoided.     It  is  not  for  those  of  us  who  think  it.  at 
this  time,  inexpedient  to  establish  a  bank,  to  show 
where   the  excess  is.     It  is  incumbent  upon  the 
friends  of  this  bill,  who  call  upon  us  for  our  votes, 
who  desire  that  we  should  keep  them  company, 
to  prove  to  us  that  they  are  going  no  further  than 
they  ought  to  go.     This  they  have  not  done.     It 
has  not   been   affirmatively  proven   to  us   that  a 
capital  to  this  amount  is  necessary  ;  and,  for  one, 
I  think  It  can  be  demonstrated  that  a  capital  of 
thirty-five  millions,  is  larger  than  is  required,  for 
the  purposes  for  which  we  are  to  establish  a  bank. 
A  capital  much  lower  than  even  twenty  millions 
would  be  adequate  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank, 
in  each  State  in   the  Union;  and   the  objects  of 
safe-keeping,  and  easy  transmission  of  the  public 
revenue  accomplished.     The  capital  of  this  bank, 
with  a  view  to  the  effect  of  its  notes,  in  affording 
an  equal  medium  for  the  payment  by  the  people, 
and  the  receipt  by  the  Government,  of  the  public 
dues,  is   not   to  be  inquired  into,  with  a  view  to 
any  given  state  of  things.     The  charter  is  to  last 
for  twenty  years.  If  thiscapiial,duringthat  period, 
should  be  likely  to  become  too  small,  the  power 
to  raise  it  by  our  own,  or  other  subscriptions,  may 
be  reserved.     U  we  have  a  view,  in  ascertaining 
the  proper  extent  of  this  capital,  to  periods  when 
the  preservative  of  h  metallic   medium  shall  be 
withdrawn  from  the  paper  circulation,  then  this 
capital  (if  (he  bank  is  to  be  what  its  advocates 
insist   upon   to  be  their  intention  to  render  it,  a 
specie  paying  bank,)  is  unnecessarily  large.    Its 
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is$u^  in  such  i;imes,  must  be  limited,  not  b^  the 
anio  iM  of  the  fuiblic  revenue,  but  by  that  of  the 
sppc  fin  its  vaults.  If  our  attention,  however,  is 
prin*^>ally  directed,  as  to  me  it  seems  it  ought 
to  bftTto  the  u>ual  and  natural  state  of  things, 
vrKe4*j(he  presence  of  the  metallic  medium  will 
affork  to  the  paper  currency  a  free  and  uninter- 
ruptJqf  circulation,  then  a  much  smaller  capital 
th»n|tiat  of  thirty-five  millions,  in  such  a  state 
of-tl|igs.  would  enable  the  bank,  by  the  succes- 
sive Issues  and  returns  of  its  paper,  to  afford  to 
the  ij,'ople  and  to  the  Grovernment  the  desired 
facil  i|es.  The  process  between  the  Government 
and  iie  people,  js  that  of  payment  and  disburse- 
m?n  #and  the  steady  and  uniform  succession  of 
ih^sii'tperationsj  which  can  never  be  disturbed, 
comifejinicates  td  a  paper  medium,  even  in  a  higher 
detfri  "*,  the  well  known  faculty 
raeta  lie  m  ■ 
of  bu  T^fss, 
ihw  '.^w  of  ih(»  subject,  can 
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mediucu.  of  transacting  a  large  amount 

unt  c 
there  be  a  question 


with  a  small  amount  of  money.     In 


wl|et|i>r  a  rauclj  smaller  capital  would  no't  afford 
^rjSawful  faijiliiy  that  the  revenue  operations 
Governr^ient  require?  A  capital  of  ten 
s  succesffully  accomplished  this  object, 
iih  the  ai<]  of  three  or  four  millionsof other 
jg  capital.iconjointly  with  the  metallic  me- 
j^irculalec^  the  whole  business  of  the  Gov- 
^'^t  and  tha  country.  Surely,  then,  a  na- 
k^banking  <!apital  of  twenty  millions,  with 
iking  capital  of  the  State?,  will  be  now 
•  ■sufficient  for  the  same  purposes;  however 
»ay  be  oui  estimate  of  the  increased  activity 
'*j|j5an>ion  cr'  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
thfe  c  %ntry.  Ii  I  am  well  founded  in  these  re- 
mark "^l  have  sustained  and  established  one  Con- 
stifui  '^nal  objection  to  this  bill  ;  by  showing  that 
ihejc  Sitai  of  ihirf  bank  is  larger  than  is  necessary 
for^iJ  >accompltj.hment  of  the  objects  we  are  re- 
quire .''^to  keep  {n  view,  in  the  establishment  of 
tbu  i  liituiion.  ; 

Th  ^-e  is  another  and  a  more  interesting  point 
of  ^1  '^  which  jt  remains  to  notice,  and  which 
go«*s  ^  show  tl^t  this  bill  does  not  merely,  in 
respe^  to  capital,  exceed  our  Constitutional  au- 
thctrili  I  refer^  to  that  provision  which  author- 
appoiniment  of  a  certain  proportion  of 
ctors  of  this  bank  hy  the  Government, 
control  .and  authority  over  this  great 
d  institiilion.  so  intimately  connected  as 
^th  the  great  interests  of  society,  beyond 
what  >  requisite  for  the  promotion  of  the  limited 
objec  I  we  are  hj)und  to  keep  in  view,  communi- 
cates p  the  Government  an  influence  and  patron- 
age ^  ^'ch  It  ha.'c  no  rigni  to  possess.  It  i«  proper 
lhj<t  ^hould  citeumscribe.  within  narrow  limits. 
wh;at  J  have  to  j^iy  in  respect  to  the  just  charac 
ter:o,;that   ioflijence.  after  the  able  view  of  it 

wb^c*  '-must  haie  been  presented  by  the  honor 
a*-'-  L^-L--  /•    ■     -       -^     .    -.-     -' 
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sis^ec  |hat  thert)  was  incident  to  the  power  to 
estub  fh  a  baalf,  that  of  prescribing  the  regula- 
tio*isJ»hich  arejnecessary  to  guard  the  country 
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against  the  mischief  it  might  otherwise  do.     Sir, 
I   deny   not   the   truth  of  this  position;  but  stili 
it  equally  remains   to  be  shown   that   the  regu- 
lation   in   question,  which    invests   the   Govern- 
ment with  an  influence  of  such   magnitude,   is 
'necessary  and  proper"  to  prevent  a  greater  mis- 
chief than  the  one  which  the  regulation  itself  in- 
troduces.    The  honorable  gentleman   from  Vir- 
gina   (Mr.  Barbour)  contends  for  the  salutary 
effect  of  this  regulation,  and  insists  that  it  com- 
municates to   the  Government  an  influence  too 
unimportant  to  justify  any  serious  apprehension. 
He  considers  these  directors  merely  as  sentinels 
on  the  watch  tower,  and   that  the  smallness  of 
their  number  can  never  give  to  the  Government 
a  dangerous  ascendency  in  the  management  of 
this  institution.     Let    us  for  a  moment  inquire 
into  the  character  of  these  directors.     If  they  are 
sentinels  on  the  watch  tower;  if  they  are  to  be 
enlisted   into  our  service,  what  bounty  are  we  to 
give  tuem  ;  what  pay  are  they  to  receive  from  us  ? 
They  are  to  perform  for  us  an  important  service  ; 
they  are  to  appri/e  us  of  the  earliest  approaches 
of  danger.     The  board  of  directors  will  be  daily 
assembled,  and   these  our  sentinels  must  mount 
guard  as  often;  they  are  to  have  a  full  share  of 
trouble  in  the  superintendence  of  this  institution, 
and  they  are  to  do  all  this,  not  fur  the  good  of  the 
concern,  in  which  they  have  no  participation,  but 
for  our  advantage  solely,  that  we  may  know,  in 
time   to  take  care  of  ourselves,  when  this  com- 
pany is  likely  to  go  astray  from   its  duty  to  the 
stockholders,  the   country,  or  the   Government. 
These  are  services.  I  admit,  of  great  value,  and 
to   be  performed,  no  doubt,  by  able  and  virtuous 
men  ;  and  yet,  for  all  this,  you  pay  nothing;  and 
whyso?     Are  we  to  calculate  upon  a  degree  of 
patriotism    and    disinterestedness,    to    which    we 
make  no  claim  ourselves?     The  truth  is.  we  do 
not  expect  these  services  to  be  performed  for  us 
without  remuneration  ;  but  the  anomaly  consists 
in  our  not   paying   for  them   ourselves.     These 
spies  are  to  be  in  our  service,  and  to  labor  for  m, 
on  account  of  the  pay  they  receive  from  others. 
In  imitation  of  the  Napoleon  model,  these  gentle- 
men are  to  be  maintained  by  those  whom  they  are 
set  over  to  guard.     Their  posts  will  be  places  in 
request  at  all  times^in  peace  as  well  as  in  war. 
In    times   of  peace,   of  public  repose,  when   the 
business  of  the  country  is  undisturbed,  and  the 
Government  in  no  need  of  loans  from  the  bank, 
these  directorships  will   be  entirely  useless,  for 
any  lawful  purpose, to  the  United  States.    Durin'» 
this  period,  the  men  who  hold  these  appointment^, 
and  their  numerous  friends,  will  be  but  as  vul- 
tures fattening  on   the  institution.     During   this 
period  you  obtain  a  patronage  for  the  Adminis- 
tration, through  the  medium  of  these  directors, 
and  their  retainers,  without  the  performance  of 
any  lawful  service.     In    this  respect,   then,    the 
provision  is  unconstitutional;  and  the  influence 
for  which  you  oblige  others  to  pay,  is  as  unjust  as 
it  is   unconstitutional.     But  when  the  season  of 
difficulty  arrives;   when  war  shall  disturb  and 
break  up  the  regular  course  of  business;  when 
public  and  private  credit  shall  be  shaken ;  when 
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the  good  of  the  country  shall  imperiously  require 
the  affairs  of  this  institution  to  be  conducted  with 
even  more  than  the  usual  prudence  and  circum- 
spection, then  will  be  the  time  thai  the  pernicious 
agency   of  this   directorship,   co-operating  with 
other   active     influences,   will    wield    this    great 
moneyed   corporation,  at   the  will   and  pleasure 
of  the  Government.     It  is  no  answer  to  tell  us 
of  the  smallness  of  the   number  of  these  direc- 
tors.    The   Hercules  is   in    the   system — in    the 
power  that  the  Government  possesses  of  continu- 
ing or  withholding  its  deposites.     These  directors 
are  but  the  club  with  which  you  arm  him.     The 
smallness  of  their  number  is  no  security.     The 
principle  upon  which  they  are  introduced  is  un- 
sound, is  corrupt,  is  contagious,  and  its  natural 
tendency  will  be  to  spread  itself.     These  five  di- 
rectors, (whom   the  Government  then  will  take 
care  to  keep  m   their  own  pay.)  themselves  the 
absolute  creatures  of  those  from  whom  they  have 
derived  their  authority,  will  be  sure  to  find  at  the 
board,  when   the   spirit   of  party  in  the  country 
runs  high,  others  become  as  subservient  as  them- 
selves; and  cannot  fail,  in  a  season  of  difficulty 
and  embarras>>raent.  with  their  united  influence, 
to  accomplish,  through  the  fears  and  the  hopes  of 
the  rest,  whatever  shall  be  demanded  of  the  bank, 
as  the   price  of  the  continuance  of  the  Govern- 
mental  favor.     By  this  process,  will  loan  upon 
loan    be  rivetted  upon  the  bank,  until  this  great 
debtor  will  become  its  lord  and  master.     Surely  j 
these  apprehensions   cannot  justly  be  called  the  I 
offspring  of  distempered  imaginations.     Honor-  ' 
able  gentlemen  certainly  who.  themselves,  have  ! 
painted  in  such  glowing  tints  the  terrors  of  this  i 
influence — not  of  the  influence  of  such  a  body  I 
politic  as  this,  in  which  it  is  organized,  and  di- 
rectly set  up  and  established,  and  openly  avowed  i 
to  the  world,  but  of  one  where  it  was  sedulously 
guarded  against — surely  such  will  not  insist  that  i 
there  is  no  foundation  for  alarm.     Formerly  u  ' 
wai  said,  give  this  new  power,  this  lever,  but  a  ' 
fulcrum,  a  point  to  rest  upon,  and.  like  another  i 
Archimedes,  it  will  move  the  political  world  as  i 
it  pleases.     Afford  it  but  an  opportunity  to  act  ' 
upon    the   State.s,  and    there  will   be  nothing  in  I 
iheir  sovereignties  or  the  people  beyond  its  pur- 
chase.    Formerly  it  was  calculated,  in  its  mildest  \ 
form,   to  destroy   the  responsibility  between  the  ' 
Government  and  the  people  ;  and'leading  to  ex-  ' 
iravagance.  to  corruption,  and  to  wicked  and  ruin-  ! 
ous  wars,  to  overturn  the  liberties  of  this  nation,  i 
If  these  representations  of  danger  were  somewhat 
surcharged  in  respect  to  the  former  institution.  ' 
how  just  are  they  with  respect  to  the  present! 
To  me  It  seems  that  now  is  the  time  that  we 
ought  most  sedulously  to  guard  against  a  power 
of  this  kind  in  the  Government,  while  the  young, 
the  enterprising,  the  ambitious,  and  the  military 
character  of  this  country  is  developing  itself.     I 
say  the  military  character  of  this  nation,  because 
it  IS  but  loo  apparent  that  the  events  of  the  late 
'•glorious   war"   (as  it   is  not  unfrequently   tn- 
umphiinily  termed)  have  had  no  tendency  to  in- 
crease our   fondness   for   the  pursuits  of  peace. 
That  there  was  glory  in  that  war  I  am  proud  to 


acknowledge ;  but  speaking  of  the  war  generally 
and  the  situation  of  the  country  during  its  con- 
tinuance, of  its  cau.^es,  and  its  errors,  I   may  be 
permitted  to  say,  if  there  was  glory— and  I  repeat 
again  I  am  proud  to  acknowledge  it— it  was  only 
"  gloom  in  glory  dressed."     Much.  sir.  I  fear  that 
this  happy  country,  once  so  fond  of  peace,  when 
sufficiently  practised  upon,  is  to  become  as  deeply 
enamored  of  war  and  valorous  enterprise  as  La 
Mancha's  Knight,  and,  with  him.  is  to  be  made 
to  exclaim,  ''armor  is  our  dress  and  battles  our 
repose."     I  shall  press  this  objection  no  farther. 
We  are  permitted   by  the  Constitution  to  incor- 
porate a  banking  company  to  facilitate  the  col- 
lection and  disbursement  of  our  revenue.     It  has 
been   shown   that   this  power  must  be  exercised 
with  a  view  to  its  proper  objects,  and  that  every 
regulation  that  looks  further  than  the  attainment 
I  of  these  objects  is  unwarranted  ;  and  in  relation 
to  this  directorship.  I  think  it  must  be  apparent, 
that  it  is  entirely  foreign  to  these  objects;  or,  if 
in  a  slight  degree  incidentally  connected  with 
them,  that  its  main  bearing  is  upon  other  points, 
and  that  its  general  tendency,  by  the  concurring 
[  testimony  of  all  parties,  is  to  communicate  an  in- 
I  fluence  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
I  of  an  extremely  dangerous  character.     The  bill, 
therefore,  in  this  respect,  is  unconstitutional. 

The  remaining  Constitutional  objection  to  this 
bill  arises  from  its  interference  with  the  concur- 
rent power  of  the  States.  It  is  to  operate  upon 
the  State  banks,  "peaceably  if  it  can.  forcibly  if 
it  must."  With  this  object  in  view,  the  bill  no 
doubt  has  been  formed  to  have  due  effect.  In- 
deed, with  the  controlling  influence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, It  cannot  fail  to  accomplish  its  object, 
whenever  the  necessary  impulse  for  that  purpose 
shall  be  given.  If  a  faculty  is  communicated  to 
a  power  in  this  Grovernment  to  regulate  a  con- 
current power  in  the  State  governments,  there  is 
an  end  at  once  of  the  co-ordioacy  of  these  powers ; 
one  of  them  instantly  becomes  only  the  humble 
dependant  upon  the  other,  and  must  even  cease 
its  existence  whenever  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
its  superior  shall  be  known.  How  extraordinary 
has  been  the  course  of  opinions  upon  this  sub- 
ject ! 

The  friends  of  a  bank  formerly  required  for  this 
Government  the  exercise  only  of  an   equal  and 
concurrent  power,  even   not  so  much;   they  are 
now  obliged  to  argue  against  honorable  gentle- 
men who  refused  that  power,  and  who  now.  in 
eflect,  contend  for  the  exercise  of  a  superior  and 
exclusive  power.     If  such,  then,  is  intended  to  be 
the  effect  of  this  bill,  and  if  its  provisions  are  cal- 
culated for  the  attainment  of  that  end.  it  is  most 
indubitably  unconstitutional.     If  what  is  termed 
implication,  is  to  become  the  lawful  proprietor  of 
what  she  is  only  permitted   to  use  for  a  special 
purpose,  and  is  to  bear  off.  too,  what  she  has  no 
pretence  for  asking  to  borrow,  all  our  paper  regu- 
lations are  idle.     With  an  encroaching  and  rest- 
less agency  of  this  kind  in  the  Constitution,  there 
is  no  limit  to  the  power  of  this  Government.     I 
shall  press  no  further  Constitutional  objections  to 
this  bill,  but  will  now  proceed,  with  the  further 
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iji(J<-ij|Tence  of  ihe  Senate,  to  examine  the  general 
roij^  of  this  i<ieasure. 

[is  bill  catyje  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Adrain- 

jon  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 

iseased  stjte  of  our  paper  currency,  by  re- 

ling  and  ivurtailing  the  over  issue  of  banking 

;  and  ye{  it  came  prepared  to  inflict  upon 

us  'Ve  same  evyl;  being  itself  nothing  more  than 

sto^jy  a  paper^making  machine,  and  constituting 

in  \L;  s  respect  ^  scheme  of  policy  about  as  wise, 

ih  jkint  ot  precaution,  as  the  contrivance  of  one 

Qj'  libelais'  heroes,  who  hid  himself  in  water  for 

fiiRf  rain.     The  disease,  it  is  said,  under  which 

t;ie?yople  labor,  is  the  banking  fever  of  the  Slates; 

aj(]&riiis  is  to  be  cured  by  giving  them  the  bank- 

iOg?%;ver  of  lije  United  Stales.     To  my  mind, 

t^effal  evil  consists  not  so  much   in   a  supera- 

^nce  of  pajier,  as  »n  a  scarcity  of  specie.    The 

currency  does  not  exceed  what  is  required 

•ulate  the  business  of  the  country;   it  only 

the  accrediting,  the  quickening,  the  vivi- 

Lprinciple  which  it  requires  a  certain  propor- 

M  specie  Ut  communicate  to  it.    But  this  bill 

fupply  thai  want;  it  is  to  be  our  alchemist, 

to  effect  for  us  even  the  transmutation  of 

"into  gold.'    How  this  matter  is  to   be  con- 

we  hav«.'  not    been   told.     It  is  admitted 

le  great  «lesideratum  will  not   be  afforded 

a^  ^  -once.     Tbe  process,  we  are  informed,  re- 

qiiitj  time;  bi^  we  are  assured  that,  in   the  end. 

it  w*^  not  disa|tpoint  our  hopes.     For  one,  sir,  1 

am  lit  willing -to  trust  to  a  scheme  of  this  sort. 

Nc>t||(ily  It  is  not  shown  how  its  professed  object 

is  tcKe  accomplished,  but  the  fallacy  of  its  pre- 

teusr-ips  is  susceptible  of  demonstration.     This  is 

to  Ik^a  specie,  or  a   paper-paying  bank.     Take 

eijhf<»  hypothesis — suppose  it  the  former — will  it 

in8:r*4se  the  quantity  of  specie   in   the  country; 

w.ll  ^  restore  tu  circulation  that  which  is  in  the 

'^'^^'  iCy  '  ^i"  ^'^'  't  pu'  '0^0  circulation   anything 

tli-at  ^lU  answer  the  purpose  of  specie?     That  it 

w.ll  i.crease  the  quantity  of  specie,  powerful  as 

DCay  4e  its  alchemy,  none  will  pretend.     Will  it 

enoa  :^  ipate  from  restraint  what  is  already  in  the 

cilU!  |ry  ?     That   the  quantity   ot    specie    in    the 

L^ii|3|j   States   IS  diminished,   is   acknowledged, 

and;^  ^  will  not  be  denied  that  a  much  larger  pro- 

puri^.fn  of  specie,  than  formerly  was  sufficient  to 

maiflain  the  free  circfilation  of  bank  paper,  will 

Ih»  rfc^ired  to  rtvive  and   establish   public   conti- 

d^n-p^in   that  currency  as  a  steady  and  certain 

rej)ri  fcntative  of  gold   and  silver.     Those  banks, 

lber*fcre,    that   have   now    the   precious   metals 

lockr*  up  in  ih^ir  vaults,  not  only  will  but  ought 

—  k^jp  ihera  i^ere,  until  the  necessary  addition 

JD|i**e  by  the  srourse  of  trade;  more  especially 


to  k^ip  ihera  i^ere,  until  the  necessary  addition 
is jDk^e  by  the  course  of  tradp:  more  especially 

when  the  course 
or,  t^^t  trade  has  thrown  the  exchange  so  much 
aij*iiw  us,  thatiivery  dollar  they  paid  out  would 
be«eiJorted.  U  this  bank  is  to  be  a  specie  bank. 
wlll||  put  into  and  keep  in  circulation  anything 
^^^i'<»i'l  answer  the  purpose  of  specie?  Who 
atj:  tJiAorrow  of  this  bank,  and  what  will  be  their 
iiWuJ%nenls  to  borrow?  Those  who  obtain  dis- 
C(»U4<  will  receive  paper  equal  in  value  to  gold 
arjd  J,j*ver ;  and  iheir  debts  must  be  paid  off,  when 


they  become  due,  not  in  the  notes  of  other  banks 
but  in  the  notes  of  this  bank,  or  in  gold  and  silver! 
If  they   borrow  for   the   purpose  of  obtaining  a 
more  equal   and   unvarying   medium,  than   any 
other  bank  paper  will  afford  them,  of  remittance 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  or  with  a  view 
to  purchase  cheaper  anything  they  may  want  to 
buy,  their  object  is  accomplished.     But  when  the 
time  arrives  for  them  to  pay  off  their  debts  to  the 
bank,  they  must   purchase  up  the  paper  of   this 
bank,  or  gold  and  silver,  with  other  banking  pa- 
per, and  with  the  same  or  a  greater  loss.     What 
will  they  then   have  gained  by  the  transaction? 
Pay   their  debts   they   mu?t,  when   they  become 
due;  and,  cost  what  a  will,  they  must   procure 
the  paper  of  the  same  bank,  or  gold   and   silver. 
They  have  gained,  say  ten  per  cent,  in    their   re- 
mittance, or  their  purchase,  and    they  must  give 
it  up  again  to  obtain  the  means  of  paying  these 
debts;  and,  moreover,  run,  without  any  advan- 
tage, the  risk  of  being  disappointed  in  procuring 
those  means.     There  will  be,  likewise,  accompa- 
nying this,  another  operation.    Those  who  borrow 
(if  any  under  such  circumstances  will  borrow) 
must  have  a  view  to   purchase,  or  remittance  to 
some  other  part  of  the  Union;  and,  in  that  mode, 
the  paper  of  this  bank  will  get  into  the  hands  of 
persons  who  have  no  debts  to  pay  to   the   bank. 
What  will   they  do  with   this   paper?     Will   it 
come  into  their  possession  so  utterly  untainted 
with  suspicion,  with  such  all-inspiring  confidence, 
as  to  make  the  holders  of  it  prefer  ii  to  gold  and 
silver?     Certainly  not.     The  recollection  of  re- 
cent events,   the  infirm   condition  of  the   other 
banking  paper,  will  prompt   the   holders  of  it  to 
demand    immediately    in   exchange   that    which 
they  know  is  immutable  in  its  value.    And,  more- 
over, there  may   be  a  sudden  fluctuation   in  the 
rate  of  foreign  exchange,  which  may  communi- 
cate to  gold  and   silver  a  temporary  appreciation 
over  the  paper  currency,  without  sensibly  (if  at 
all)  depressing  contemporaneously  its  value  in  re- 
lation to  anything  else  it  may  command.     When 
this  lakes  place,  the  holder  of  the  gold  and  silver 
obtained  from  this  batik  in  exchange  for  its  paper, 
will  find  a  profit  between  the  value  at  which   he 
received  the  paper,  and   the  gold  which   he  has 
obtained  for  it,  sufficient   to   induce   him   to  part 
with  It  for  the  currency  of  the  other  banks  ;  and 
which  profit  he  can,  by  investment  and  purchase, 
render  certain  before  the  impulse  of  appreciation 
can  be  communicated  to  what  he  finally  obtains. 
While,  therefore,  the  exchange  against  the  coun- 
try is  progressing,  this  process  will  accompany  it, 
and  effect  the  removal  abroad  of  our  specie.     To 
emancipate  specie  from   the  restraints  now  im- 
posed upon  it,  is  to  permit  it  'to  pursue   its  own 
course;  and  that  course  (in  the  present   ^tate  of 
foreign  exchanges)  leads  it  out  of  the   United 
States;  and  thus  the  immediate  and   inevitable 
effect  of  our  legislation  for  restoring  specie  tu  cir- 
culation, is  to  send  what  we  have  remaining  of 
it  cut  of  the  country.     If  in  this  stale  of  ihiogs, 
then,  this  bank  is  to  be  a  -specie  bank,  it  can  i>sue 
paper  only  to  the  amount  of  its  specie.    It  cannot 
issue  paper  even  to  that  amount,  because   there 
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will  be  no  inducement  to  borrow,  upon  the  terms 
upon  which  a  specie  bank  can  now  alone  lend; 
and  even  if  it  could  lend  out.  on  these  terms,  paper 
to  the  amount  of  its  specie,  it  would  effect  nothing 
in  value  towards  the  great  object  of  this  policy. 
It  would  be  only  amusing  itself,  like  Diogenes, 
who  set  himself  about  rolling  his  tub,  rather  than 
be  idle  while  all  others  were  employed.  But  al- 
low me  here,  sir,  to  ask,  what  is  to  be  done,  if 
this  bank,  in  which  we  as  stockholders  are  to  have 
so  deep  an  interest,  should,  as  it  probably  pretty 
soon  will,  wade  out  of  its  depth  ;  should  exhaust 
its  specie,  (as  it  inevitably  must  do   if  it   issues 

f>aper  to  an  amount  exceeding,  even    in   a   very 
imited   degree,  its   specie  capital.)  and    become 
unable  to  pay  its  paper?     When  that  happens,  as 
happen  it  must  if  there  is  not  a  considerable  addi- 
tion to  the  specie  capital  of  the  country,  the  ur- 
gency of  the  case  will  make  its  own  law;  and  it 
will  either  be  the  law  of  public  opinion,  of  public 
necessity,  and  public  interest — the  same  law  un- 
der which  the  Stale  banks  now  operate — or  it  will 
be  a  law  of  our  own  enactment,  striking  off  the 
shackles  we  are  now  riveting  upon   this   institu- 
tion.    No,  sir,  this  bill  cannot   restore  the  specie 
in  the  country  to  circulation,  nor  can   it   dissolve 
the  powerful  spell  which  fear,  and  suspicion,  and 
even  prudence,  have  placed  upon  ii.     Of  our  ca- 
pacity  to  increase  its  quantity  by  this  bill,  we 
have    about  as    good    evidence  as   the   facetious 
writer  before  referred  to  had  of  his  royal  descent ; 
he  had.  he  tells  us.  "a  marvellous  desire  to  be  a 
king  himself;"  we  have  "a  marvellous  desire,"  I 
admit,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  specie,  and  we  ' 
have  no  other  belter  way  of  showinij  the  specie- 
making  tendency  of  this  bill.  i 
1  beg  leave,  sir.  to  remark  upon  the  distinctly  j 
avowed  coercive  policy  in  which  this  bill  origi-  [ 
naled,  with  a  view  to  considerations  that  are  for-  | 
eign  to  the  Constitutional  question.     This  bank 
has  an    immense  capital;  and  when  the  state  of  i 
things  in  ifiis  country  shall  be  better  settled ;  when  I 
a  favorable  course  oi  trade  shall  have  brought  us  ' 
the  necessary  supplies  of  specie,  the  operations  of 
this,  and  other  banks,  will  be  conducted  as  for-  ' 
merly.     Thi«.  then,  will  become  a  paper  making 
bank,  as  well  as  the  others;  but  the  excess  of  afl  i 
Will  be  guarded  against  by  the  necessity  which  ^ 
will  be  imposed  ol   maintaining  the  principle  of  | 
convertibility.    This  new  bank,  with  its  branches,  , 
will  have  afforded  it  by  governmental  deposiles,  ' 
and  the  receipt  by  the  United  Slates  of  the  pub-  j 
lie  revenue,  in  its  paper,  the  means  of  extending  | 
Us  discounts,  and  increasing  its  issues  in  propor-  | 
tion  to  its  capital,  greatly  beyond  what  the  other  I 
banks  can  venture  to  do  ;  and  particularly  must 
the  operations  of  the  Slate  banks  continue  very  1 
limited  and  circumscribed,  until  the  first  hostile  I 
impuUe   communicated    to  this   institution    has  i 
ceased  to  operate,  and  until  due  confidence  can  I 
be  inspired   that   the  same  vindictive  spirit  will  j 
not  again  be  aroused  and  inflamed.     In  this  state  ' 
of  things  the  banking  capital  you  now  create  will  I 
firmly    establish   itself,  and   eventually   take  the 
place  of  so   much  of   the  capital  of  the  State 
banks.    You  create  a  banking  capital   beyond 


what  is  requisite  for  the  attainment  of  the  lawful 
ends  of   this  Government,  no  one   having  dis- 
proved, indeed  all  seeming  to  admit,  the  existence 
already  in   the   country  of  a  sufficient    banking 
capital.     Why,   then,  is   this  injustice  done,  of 
supplanting  one  species  of  banking  capital  with 
another?     Can  we  lorget  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the   Stale   banks  is  the  offspring  ot  our  own 
policy?     We  refused  the  reincorporation  of  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  we  declined  alto- 
gether the  exercise  of  the  authority  to  eslablish 
these  institutions,  and   mainly  upon  the  ground 
that  the  power  to  organize  them  was  exclusively 
vested  in  the  Stale  governments.     This  opinion 
was  adopted,  and  zealously  and  perseveringly  as- 
serted by  the  most  poteni  Stales  in  the  Union  ; 
and  subscribed  to,  and  openly  maintained  by  the 
most  enlightened,  the  most  intelligent,  and  influ- 
ential supporters  of  the  present  order  of  things. 
Hence  the  origin  of  a  great  many  of  the  State 
banks.     The  subscribers  lo  those  banks,  relying 
upon  the  soundness,  or  at  least,  the  permanency 
of  this  opinion,  purchased  their  charters  of  the 
Slates;  and  the  public  money  of  those  govern- 
ments has   been   invested  to  a  large  amount  in 
those  banks.     What,  then,  can  warrant,  in  a  re- 
nunciation of  former  !>entiments.  the  extension  of 
the  capital  of  this  bank  beyond  the  proper  objects 
of  such  a  bank?     It  is  equally  forbidden  by  the 
Constitution,  and  by  the  plain  principles  of  com- 
mon justice.     Let  the  conduct  of  these  institu- 
tions (generally  speaking)  be  examined  ;  let  it  be 
exposed  to  the  severest  scrutiny,  and  there  will 
be  nothing  found  to  justify  the  severity  of  this 
measure.     Even  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  course 
of  these  bodies,  set  free  from  the  restraints  which 
usually  oblige  them   to  revolve  in   their  proper 
orbits,  has  been  somewhat  erratic — what  then? 
Has  their  course  been  that  of  public  calamity, 
and  private  distress?     You  must  judge  of  them 
by  the  good  as  well  as  the  evil  they  have  done. 
They  have  been  the  nerve  and  spring  of  your  in- 
dustry ;  they  have  been  the  spirit  which  has  ani- 
mated your  enterprise;  and  if  they  have  been  a 
fountain  which  has  sent  out  bitter  waters,  they 
have  sent  out  sweet  waters  loo.     What  would 
have  been  your  condition — what  would  be  our 
condition  this  moment,  without  them?    Have 
they  banished  the  specie  from  the  country  ?  That 
was  ihe  affair  of  our  achievement.     This  useful 
friend  we  lost  ourselves;  and  they  have,  to  the 
best  of  their  ability,  supplied  its  place.     Is  it  for 
us  to  bestow  upon  them  unqualified  censure;  for 
us,  whose  measures  annihilated  the  restraints,  and 
withdrew  from  them  the  great  security  of  steadi- 
ness and  uniformity  ?     Is  it  for  us  to  coodemo 
them  in  mass,  who  were  the  first  to  seize  with 
avidity,  and  to  profit  lo  the  fullest  extent  of  our 
influence  over  them,  of  the  opportunity  made  by 
ourselves  to  lead  them  astray?     Then  our  con- 
duct to  them  was  "as  soft  as  the  tips  of  our  ears  ;" 
but  now  that  our  purpose  is  served,  "our  gorge 
rises"  at  them,  and,  in  the  time  of  their  need,  we 
unhesitatingly  devote  them  to  destruction. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  evil  was  not  in  a  su- 
perabundance of  paper,  but  in  a  scarcity  of  spe- 
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ti  I  for  I  thi>k  everf  view  taken  of  the  opera-  I  culties,  than  it  is  to  legislate  it  out  of  them.  Thev 
Jifji#j  of  the  b4nk  will  show,  with  but  few  excep-  ,  understand  the  nature  of  the  disease— its  cause 
ii(|fcv  that  thev  have  not  exceeded  their  proper  and  its  remedy.  They  look  not  to  us  for  health 
tiiMt^i.      The   first   effect  of  loosening   their  re-    who  have  medicinpd  ihpm  infn  si<.L-r,„o.      ah.l. 


They 
s  cause. 

,        ^    J .w.  health 

who  have  nnedicined  them  into  sickness.  Ail  thev 
ask  of  us  is  to  desist.  •  to  let  ihem  alone.'"  Time 
is  their  physician.  They  want  time  to  recover 
from  us— he  has  "healing  upon  his  wings"  we 
have  none  upon  ours.     Those  who  know  not  the 

_  ^    - J    causeof  our  disea.se— who  have  been  blind  to  the 

momentum.     Tnese  banks  were  generally  ,  natural  tendency,  to  this  state  of  things  of  the 
the  direction  ol  able  and  honest  men;  not    measures  which   have  been  pursued  for  "several 


p-      The   first   effect  of  loosening   their  re 
ctippts  was  nrot  to  send  them  a  heedless,  head 
{on  '  cour>c.    .'The  influence  of  habit  continued 
iftrlihe  necessity  which  gave  it  birth  had  ceased 
t't»r  went  orj  the  same  path,  and  might   have 
fe^f*  so  expected  to  do  for  some  time  by  their 

un 


_.  _., .„  ..„„^^w  lucii,  uui     ".voouic.   wiuLu    iiave  oeen  pursued  lor  several 

were   incapable  of  appreciating  the  i  years   back,  who  know  not  the  agencies  whicli 


nave  withdrawn  the  specie  trom  our  country,  and 
who  cannot  comprehend  the  influences  which 
have  given  such  activity  and  effect  to  those  agen- 
cies, may  have  a  notion  that  we  can  relieve  them  • 
and  It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  d.  ep  responsi^ 
bility,  which  is  involved  by  the  measures  which 
have  led  to  the  present  difficulties,  should  take 


tff  f fCh  as 

({jfl|.'^.ilty  and  Jeiicacy  of  their  situation,  but  of 

Ereji.Vvhose  prudence,  foreseeing  the  erabarrass- 

ijtejits  they  would  have  to  contend  with,  imme- 

(^■iatgjy  replac*?J    the  restraints  which   necessity 

hait^'jmposed   and    maintained.     The    particular 

iflsf<jces  of  excess  which  have  been  referred  to 

arel^ose  of  exception;  and,  even  in  those  cases,    ..-.^  .^u  lu  mc  prtsem  airacuiiies 

tneniisiness  ot  the  banks  has  fallen  below  what  :  much  pains  to  dissipate  the  delusion      If  we  are 

Xff.  n'T'^J'^^'tT""^'"^'^  '*"'^  '^'"  ^v^rrant;    to  profit  by  this  delusion,  which  conceals  the  past 
^a  ^till  further  below  what  ibis  bank,  with  its    from  public  view,  let  us  not  go  still  further    nto 
f^jtj  circulating  capacity,  will  do  in  such  times,    error.     The  step  we  are  going  to  take  we  should 
Ui^course  different  Irom  that  which  they  have,  remember,  with    the  honorable  "enlleman  from 
ukq,  would  we  have  had  them  to  pursue  in  the  |  New  York.  (Mr.  Sakfohd,)  ..s°not  one  whS 
.^itil.on   in  which   they   were   placed?     Ought  j  we  can  retrace.     In  coramo.;  cases,  if  we  corat^it 
tUe*^    n  a  tim||  of  public   and    private  calamity  Ian  error,  subsequent  legislation  can    remedy  it 
a.d^lJistress,    Ijave    called    upon    their   debtors  ?,  Not  so  here.     An  error  Commuted,  in  the  passage 
Uu^|i   their   pbper   to   have   disappeared   in  the  ,  of  this  law.  is  beyond  our  power  to  correct    And 
Ffo^,^tion  that  specie  was  withdrawn  ?     And  if    furthermore,  let  us  specially  remember  the  m.o- 
thi.'T  .ught  to  have  been  done,  how  was  the  busi-  ,  nitude  of  the  power  which   we  propose  to  repu 
nes*  oi  the  country  to  have  been  transacted  in    late.     Ii  is  not  merely  the  banking  power  of  thi« 
V  ^t  ^l^T  °n  ^°'*'  ^r**^'^  *"''  I'^P^^'^     ^*'  'h^'«  '  institution,  but  the  banking  power  of  the  States 
bnnj  :  had  call,  d  in  their  paper  as  the  specie  dis-  \  What  is  to  be  the  bearing  of  our  legislation  unon 
app    >red,  and  as  the  necessary  demand  for  ,t  in-  I  great   interests  like  these,  so  closHy    aterw^ 

CreAied at  a     nrwp     t,.n     mK^r,     .^■.KI.„   -^^fi.l '  „.    .1 ...    .1  '  '-•"^«riy    lUltTWOVen 


•  •  ■   '  J     '  -—.J  ^....c..u  iwi  II.  .11-  I  5'«-t.v    luivirsi.-.   i\KK  uiese,  so  close  V  interwnvpn 

:re^.d-at  a  tiipe.  too,  when  public  confidence.  '  as  they  are  with  the  pursuits  of  the  people  u'! 
accr  opanied  bj-  public  necessity  and  public  con-  incumbent  upon  u.  well  and  maturely  to  con's  Her 
v^c||nce,  tendj^red  bersejf  ready  to  perform  for  I  The  science  of  banking,  connected  Is 


science  ol  umiMug.  connected  as  it  is  in 
peace  and  in  war.  with  the  circulating  medium 
with  the  various  operations  of  Government,  with 
the  different  great  interests  of  society  in  general 

..hriJti  k,.      k' V ""  .^-..n..-.  nrc    With   thc  individual  industry  and  enternn^P  o» 

t»io»^  have  been,  ourselves,  among  the  loudest    the  citizens,  with  the  value  of  mher  rln.f.    LJ 

LVt7o   h"-    -^h'"^  ^'f:^'""'   '''■  "^^'   they  I  with  the  n/oral  character  of    he  p/opre     'a  L. 
ou^ijt.o   hav^  done.     Like  wise  and    prudent    ence,  like  all  others,  of  progreJive'^pro^^^^^^^^ 


ttu|j;irculatioi  every  office  of  specie— to  reani- 
maj^  it — to  bireathe  into  it  a  new  and  efficient 
prK  .^iple  of  vii^lity  ;  if  such,  under  such  circum- 
sfn|p?s.  had  b<jen  the  conduct  of  these  banks,  we 


r.jnffjned;  on(»  which,  if  it  has   not  cured  the 
04&«'#e,  has  at  jeast  alleviated  its  affliction, 
f  h<k>  not  knaw  that  there  is  much  hope  of  ef- 
ftctilg  the  pojtponement  of  this  measure;  yet 
evey%   considei^iion  belonging  to  it,  every  view 
v»hKfi  can  be  ijaken  of  it.  seems  to  me  to  require 
o|i|.Ythe  utmost  deliberation  and  circumspection. 
IJcuyW  that  tb'ere  is  a  loose  and  vague  notion 
a.lotlin  the  public  mind,  of  one  great  uniform 
n^t^.al  currency.    I  will  not  dignify  this  notion 
or  <Jv'!'^g  "  puplic  opinion.     I  know. sir.  that  we 
aje  j^oK-ed  to,  a;,  were,  in  other  times,  -the  baker 
a*d*  he   bakerV  son;"  but  surely  the  cool  and 
"<teijjgent  and  -enlightened  men  of  our  country 
^c  Jiave  reflevted  seriously  upon  the  exisima 
sw^  |f  things,  do  not  expect  relief,  in  this  matte? 
m)n;  j,ur  legislation.     They  know  full  well  how 
nr^c9| easier  a  ij  to  legislate  a  country  into  diffi- 1 


titne  to  Its  study.     Could,  sir,  this  science  now 
call  to  her  aid,  him  who  wrote  upon  this  subject 
as    with   a   sunbeam"-ihe    justly   celebrated 
author  of  the  ••Wealth  of  Nations"_even  this 
her  favorite  son,  would  be  obliged  to  confess  that 
much  ol  his  theory,  which  the  world  has  so  long 
adopted,   was  but  like  -the  clouds  that   gather 
round  the  setting ^un, and  seeming  only  to  form 
a  part  of  the  brightness,  by  which  they  are  illu- 
mined.-     Who  then,  among  -  us,"  is  entitled  to 
hold  the  "lamp  ol  truth"  to  this  subject  ?    None 
ot  us,  It  IS  true,  can  be  blind  to  the  causes  of  the 
evil  complained  of.     W'e  know  now  too  well  the 
enect  of  the  bold  experiments  we  have  tried  upon 
Ln^rM?    'l  p^m^nJousas  they  were,  it  required 
but  little  skill  to  make  them.     But  to  build  up 
anew  what  we  have  broken  down,  to  repair  what 
we  have  wasted,  is  an  achievement  of  another 
sort.    Feace.  and  the  uninterrupted  pursuits  of 
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industry  and    enterprise   spread    their  blessings  | 
around  us.     Restrictive  regulations  and  war  have  ' 
snatched  many  of  them  from  us.     The  price  the 
country  has  paid  for  our  experiments  is  gone.    If  \ 
it  has  not  made  us  wiser,  we  have  nothing  in  re-  ! 
turn.     What  we  have  lost  must  be  replaced  as  it  | 
wasgained.  Legislation  is  the  medicament  which 
has  made  us  sick,  but  it  has  no  charm  to  restore 
us  to  health.     One  great  interest  in  our  country, 
from   sad   experience  of  our  measures,  has  long  j 
since  learned  to  look  to  the  period  of  assembling  ' 
the  National  Councils  as  to  the  period  of  national 
calamity.     Wliat  Thucydides  says  of  the  speech 
of  Alcibiades.  turning  against  his  own  country 
and  explaining  to  her  enemies  her  vulnerable  po- 
sitions, "while  bespeaks  she  totters.-' may  justly 
be  remarked  of  too  many  of  our  measures— while 
we  legislate  the  country  totters.     The  great  body 
of  our  merchants  have,  in  a  special  manner,  cause 
to  tremble  at  our  legislation  ;  that  great  body  of 
men,  whom  the  swooping  denunciation  of  an  hon- 
orable member  on  this  floor  has  this  day  placed 
in   the   most  degraded  and   the  most    worthless 
ranks  of  society.     The  honorable  membt-r  makes 
exceptions,  which  serve,  however,  only  to  set  in 
stronger  view  the  estimate  he  forms  of  the  rest. 
Sir,  when  honorable  members  of  this  House,  and 
from  great  and  potent  States  in  the  Union,  enter- 
tain these  seniiments.and  express  them  upon  this 
rioor.  It  manifests  a  hostility  to  commerce,  which 
justifies  all  the  apprehensions  of  her  friends.     Ii 
IS  full  time  for  the  merchants — the  Morrises  and 
the  Fitzsimmonses  to  take  their  seats  among  us, 
to  assert  their  own  character  and  maintain  "their 
own  interests.     Were  they  here  they  would  find 
occasions  to  tell  us.  that  it  is  not  the  farmer,  or 
the  country  gentleman,  the  fleeces  of  whose  flocks 
grow  too  slow  for  our  Walpoles— that  we  have 
repaired   to  their  ••altars."  noi  to  worship  there 
but   to  shut  up  their    •Bible,"  and  bear  off  their 
"  God  ;"  that  the  seat  of  Commerce  is  not  to  be 
found  '•  in  the  midst  of  the  secret  and  solitary  hill. 
nor  her  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  murmur  o(  the 
mountain  stream." 

Upon  a  subject,  sir,  like  that  now  before  us.  of 
a  complex  and  intricate  character,  having  the 
closest  relations  to  the  strongest  interests  in  soci- 
ety ;  with  no  special  illumination  ourselves;  in 


reason  to  hope  that  the  evil  will  remedy  itself 
I  he  existing  laws  which  authorize  the  issue  of 
Ireasury  note.s.  will  remove  all  sectional  difficul- 
ties, and  afford  to  the  people  a  safe  and  equal  me- 
dium for  the  payment  of  their  taxes. 

I  rely  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  ex- 
cuse my  having  so  long  trespassed  upon  their 
time.  I  do  not  flatter  myself  withthe  expectation 
that  my  humble  views  of  this  subject  will  have 
much  weight;  they  are  such  as  have  presented 
themselves  to  my  mind  ;  and.  imperfect  as  they 
may  be.  I  have  obeyed  only  the  sense  of  duty  in 
submitting  them  to  the  Senate.  It  remains  sir 
to  move  you,  which  I  now  do.  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  upon  your  table  should 
be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Dana  made  a  brief  reply;  after  which  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  motion,  and  net^atived 
—yeas  6,  nays  29.  as  follows :  ° 

Vka8— MeMiTs.  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Horsey, 
Macon,  feanford,  and  Wells. 

u  u^^l~^V'*^-  S"bo"f'  Barr)-,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gore 
Harper.  HoweU,  Hunter,  King,  .Mason  of  \ew  Hamp- 
shire. Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  RoberU,  Ruggles, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner! 
V  arnum,  W  illiams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ca.mpbell.  the  time  for  tak- 
ing the  subscriptions  was  extended  from  six  to 
twenty  days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  another  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  relative  to  the  establishment  of 
branches  in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  Daggett  gave  notice  that  he  should  here- 
alier  submit  an  amendment  to  the  Senate;  after 
which  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


the  absence  of  all  practical  information;  unin- 
spired  with  much  of  confidence  in  our  own  skill 
by  the  success  of  our  former  experiments  on  po-  I 
lltical  economy;  i.  it   wise   to  act  at   all;  but    i 
most  especially,  upjn  a  subject  of  this  character'  j 
is  It  possible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  for  a  general  ' 
legislation,   which    commits  itself  to  the  stron-^  | 
impulse  of  one  given  pressure,  to  pursue  the  pros- 
per course?     In  circumstances  like  the  present 
It  is  circumspection,  it  is  deliberation  which  is 
required,  and  not  action.     There  are  situations  of  . 
peril  in  which  the  soldier  halts.     There  are  crises  j 
of  difficulty   and  embarrassment   iu    which  the  ' 
statesman  pauses.     It  is  folly,  it  is  ra.shnes.,  and  i 
not  wisdom,  not  courage,  that  marches  blindfold  ' 
upon  danger.     "It  is  no  inconsiderable  part  of 
wisdom  to  understand  how  much  of  an  evil  is  to 
be  endured;"  and  particularly  so,  when  there  is 


Tlesoay,  April  2. 
The  bill  entitleti  "An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the  admi^- 
sionof  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississipp- 
Territory.  ^*^' 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  oi 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footin«' 
with  the  original  States."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  tlie  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act.  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act.  ea- 
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•  t^i^ed  'An  aci  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell," 
>  i^fS  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  thecom- 
I  Uiitee  last  rvientioned. 

.    ^-'fhe  bilie».tiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hen- 
rvj^lalcolm."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 


K-'fred  to  the  same  committee. 
-J  rifhe  bill  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
Zf^f  Kidd,"  wfls  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
^.tg'ihe  same  rommittce. 

^  (Ifi'he  bill  et'titled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Pres- 
;  ijjnt  uf  the  United  States  to  lease  the  Saline, 
a*iir  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
^  srT<n  years,'' was  read  the  second  time,  and  re 
;  f4»red  to  the  iiommittee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
I  ^'i['*'*'"'^^  ^  ''^^  Mississippi  Territory. 

he  bill  etrtitled    'An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
purcbasttrs  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
jriiory."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
jto  the  sarjie  committee. 

^  he  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  remission  of 
|ain  duties  on  the  importation  of  books  for  the 
Jof  Harvaj-d  College,  and  on  the  carriage  and 
^.^onal  baggage  of  his  Excellency  William 
» Cj^fe,  Governor  of  the  British  Province  of  Upper 
jO-ftada,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  consid- 
,er.5l  as  in  Cotnmittce  of  the  Whole  ;  and  it  passed 
;t(ll  third  reading. 

•  ^'he  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of 
]il^Mississip;»i  river,  was  read  the  second  time. 

'■■    fijlr.  Dana,  from  ihe  committee  to  whom  the 
siifect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  concerning 
leniry  of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletown  ; 
^the  bill  was  read,  and   passed   to  the  second 

•  Jt'^-^^^^j  fforo  'he  committee  to  whom  the 
isv^  ^eci  was  referred,  reported  a  resolution  for 
ipfi|tiing  the  laws  relative  to  naturalization  ;  and 
'.il||Tesolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
"r»iiling. 

,'he  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  the 
,  entitled  An  act  reorulating  and  defining  the 
jes  of  the  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois, 
'for  vesting  in  the  courts  of  the  Territory  of 
lana  a  jutisdjction  in  chancery  cases  arising 
U^ihe  said  Territory,"  was  read  the  second  lime, 
ja   I  referred  to  a  stiect  committee;  and  Messrs! 

^lMGOLE8,M(jRRow.and  Daggett,  were  appointed 
■-''"  committe*'. 

_  fhe  bill  e^uitled  "An  act  directing  the  dis- 
.'ciA-ge  of  Eb«nezer  Keeler  and  John  Francis  from 
risonraent,"  war  read  the  second  time,  and 
.  ^rred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
jE^s,  Sanfo«d,  and  Daggett,  were  appointed 
«t;w  commiiif*. 

-  yhe  bill  tioiitled  "An  act  directing  the  dis- 
♦CQAfge  of  Mc^es  Lewis  from  imprisoflmeni,"  was 
jrc.Aj  the  secMd  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
;.n^{ee  last  raj^ntioned. 

^  '^  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
♦.ca^'rraed  the- Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
^'sei^atives   ha:ve   passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 


titled  ''An  act  continuing  the  salaries  of  certain 
officers  of  Government;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have 
concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  -An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  re- 
gulate the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Daggett  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  are  referred 
the  bills  for  the  admigsion  of  the  Indiana  and  Miwig- 
sippi  Territories  into  the  Union,  as  new  States,  be, 
and  hereby  are  instructed  to  ascertain,  and  report  to 
the  Senate,  the  actual  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
said  Territories  respectively  ;  distinguishing  the  num- 
ber of  free  persons,  from  the  number  of  all  other 
persons. 

BAXK  OF  THE  UNH'ED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '•  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and 
the  amendments  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  having  been  concurred  in  with  an 
amendment,  Mr.  .Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
renewed  his  motion  to  add  to  the  seventeenth  sec- 
lion  the  following  proviso: 

"And  if  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time  siu- 
pend  or  refuse  payment,  in  gold  or  silver,  of  its  notes, 
bills,  obligations,  or  other  debts,  to  such  an  amount, 
and  for  such  length  of  time,  M  CongrreM  may  deem 
injurious  to  the  United  States,  in  such  case  Congress 
may  repeal  this  act  and  abolish  the  said  corporation, 
and  make  such  regulations  and  provisions  for  the 
settlement  of  the  aflairs  and  payment  of  the  debts 
of  said  corporation,  and  for  distributing  its  remaining 
property  among  the  stockholders,  as  shall  be  deemed 
just  and  pro|)er." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the   negative— yeas   U,  nays  22,  as 

follows: 

VtAs— .Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  (Jolds- 
borough,  (Jore,  Horsey,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanlord,  Talbot,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  and  Turner. 

^^1* — .Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Harper,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Lacock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Varnum,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilaon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daggett,  to  add  to  the  bill 
the  following  section  : 

"Sac.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
at  all  times  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration hereby  created,  and  to  report  whether  the 
provisions  of  this  charter  have  been,  by  the  same,  vio- 
lated or  not,  and  whenever  any  committee  as  aforesaid 
shall  find  and  rejwrt,  or  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  charter  has 
been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for  Congress  to  direct, 
or  the  President  to  order  a  scire  facias  to  be  sued  out 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  (which  shall  be  ex- 
ecuted upon  the  president  of  the  said  corporation  for 
the  time  being,  at   least  fifteen  days  before  the  com- 
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mencement  of  the  term  of  said  court,)  calling  on  the 
said  corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter 
hereby  granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited  ;  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court,  upon  the  return  of  the 
said  scire  facias,  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the  al- 
leged violation  ;  and  if  such  violation  be  made  appear, 
then  to  pronounce  and  adjudge  that  the  said  charter 
IB  forfeited  and  annulled  :  Provided,  hoivever,  every 
issue  of  fact  which  may  be  joined  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  corporation  aforesaid  shall  be 
tried  by  jury.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court 
aforesaid  to  require  the  production  of  such  of  the 
b*oks  of  the  said  corporation  as  it  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  ascertainment  of  the  controverted  facts  ;  and 
the  final  judgment  of  the  court  aforesaid  shall  be  ex- 
aminable in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
by  writ  of  error,  and  may  be  there  reversed  or  affirmed 
according  to  the  usages  of  law." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27. 
Days  8,  as  follows  : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Dana,  F'romentin,  Gaillard,  Uoldsborough,  Gore,  Har- 
per, Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of 
New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanford,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Wells, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

NiTi — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condi^' 
Lacock,  .Morrow,  Roberts,  and  Varnum. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Harper,  to  strike  out  of 
section  11.  after  "hold."  in  the  seventh  line,  the 
following  :    '•  in    the  proportions  following,  that 

•  is  to  say,  for  one  share,  and  not  more  than  two 
■shares,    one  vote;  for   every  two   shares   above 

■  two  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one  vote  ;  for  every 
'  four  shares  above  ten  and  not  exceeding  thirty. 
'  one  vote  ;  for  every  six  shares  above  thirty  and 

•  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote;  for  every  eight 

■  shares  above  sixty  and  not  exceeding  one  hun- 

•  dred,  one  vote;  and  for  every  ten  shares  above 

•  one  hundred,  one  vote  ;  and  no  person,  copart- 

•  nership.  or   body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 

•  greater  number  than  thirty  votes." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7, 
nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Goldsborough, 
Harper,  Horsey,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — Me^rs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lacock,  .Vlacon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  .Morrow,  Roberts, 
Sanford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  23,  nays 
10.  as  follows : 

Yeh— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Campbell,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Har- 
per, Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Ma- 
con, Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Sanford,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Wells,  and   Wilson. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  April  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  invalids  in  certain  cases,  for  the  relief  of  in- 
valids of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
pension  agents  in  those  Stales  where  there  is  no 
commissioner  of  loans;"  also, a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1816."  They  have  also 
passed  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing certain  alterations  in  the  mode  cf  transacting 
the  business  of  Congress,  and  have  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part;  in  which  bills  and 
resolution  ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in; 
and  Messrs.  Varnum,  Barbour,  and  Daggett, 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  five  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,"  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  2d  of  Jan- 
uary, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
superintendents  of  the  manufactories  of  arms  at 
Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry  ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  liquidation  of  certain  claims,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  inan- 
ufacturers  of  shot,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  may  be 
imposed  on  shot  imported  into  the  United  States, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  coDcerning 
the  annual  sum  appropriated  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  Militia;  and  the  bill  was  read, and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  concerning  the  entry  of  vessels  at  the 
port  of  Middletown.  was  read  the  second  time. 
.  The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  main- 
taining  the  public   credit,  by  laying    duties  on 
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furniture,   and    on    gold   and    silrer  |  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and   Delaware 


i 


ilches."  Was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 
"^he  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
>nt  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
jendnients  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
,n  act  iQ  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post 
ice  Establishment,"  and  concurred  therein. 
iThe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  remis.sion  of 


Canal  Company ;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  Catharine  Robertson  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consideration 


ii  lic  uiii  c^iiiicu  n.u  ai,i  lui  luc  iciuia.Muu  ui  iiuu  vjj  i.»Ai.  ivuisi,Ki~s,  iiie  luriuer  consioeralion 
;4rtain  duinfs  on  the  importation  of  books,  for  the  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
iB  of  Harvard  College,  and  on  the  carriage  and    June  next. 

•^sonal  bagjfage  of  his  Excellency  William  Gore.        Mr.  BxRBorR.  from  the  Committee 
vernor  o(  the  British  Prorince  of  Upper  Can-  i  tary  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
"  was  rwd  a  third  time,  and  passed.  i  -i-j  j.  . 

he  bill  supplementary  to  an  act.  entitled  "An 
to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
npike  roajs  within  the  District  of  Columbia," 


i,as  read  a  ifiird  time,  and  passed. 
t)n  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  consideration 
'    the  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriation  for 
construction  of  roads  and  canals,  was  further 
jtponed  uniil  Monday  next. 
fVhe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
•hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
^^tem  of  narigatioo  for  the  United  States;  and, 
^1  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  considera 
tj  n  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
J.  The  SenaU'  roumed.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
bole,  the  coosidfration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
th  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
iprcss  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 


on   Mili- 

...,  bill  enii- 

lied  '•An  act  making  further  provision  for  mili- 
tary services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  .the  2d  instant,  relative  to  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Indiana  Territories;  which  was  amended,  and 
agreed  to  as  follows: 

Renolved,  That  the  committees  to  whom  are 
referred  the  bills  for  the  admission  of  the  Indiana 
and  Mississippi  Territories  into  the  Union  as  new 
States,  be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  the  Senate  the  actual  number  ol 
inhabitants  in  the  said  Territories  respectively, 
distinguishing  the  number  of  free  persons  from 
the  number  of  all  other  persons,  and  the  number 
of  persons  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river, 


r       ,, : — ' .-f-^.  ...  ._.>iwii,  auu  <.\j    v/i)'<^iouuouiiiiicca:)i3iucuiiiitri  omoigDec  river, 

eal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur-    in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  from   those  on  the 
es.  together  witli  the  proposed  amendments  ;    west  side  of  the  river 


on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
her  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
morrow. 

0  motion  by  Mr.  Dana. 

'esolved,  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
Int  of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
^  a  statement  of  the  sums  expended  for  the  pur- 
c||  lise  or  manufacture  of  arms  and  military  equip- 
if  nts  for  the  militia,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
t|  '23d  of  April,  1S08,  entitled  "An  act  making 
if  vision  for  armiog  and  equipping  the  whole 
t-;  ty  of  the  miliiia  of  the  United  States;"  and 


Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd."  reported  it  wiihou' 
amendment. 

Mr.  Cami'Bell,  from  the  same  comiuittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm."  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 


8i^)  a  statement  ot  the  arms  and  military  equip-  ,  Edward  Hallowell,"  reported  it  without  amend 
r««nis  which  have  been  so  provided,  and  of  the  I  ment. 


di^ribution  tUereof,  in  execution  of  the  same  act.  i 
rh'he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  !  su 

f^^iole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain    sic 
establish  the  western   boundary  of  the  tract 
jrveJ  for  --a      " 
.,_ed  to  the  o 


X 


aiisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
'fficers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
on  Continental  Establishment;  and.  on  mo- 
1  by  Mr.  Uarbocr,  the  further  consideration 
Ifefreof  was  fJostponed  until  Friday  next. 

he  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

ort  of  the  comniitiee.  to  whom  was  referred 

resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 

soldiers  of   the  Virginia  line  on  State  and 

utinental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and, 

motion  by  Mr.  Barbocr.  the  further  consid- 

lon  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow, 

'he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

ole,  the  ct>nside.-ation  of  the  bill  to  authorize 

Secretary,  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be- 

t  ol  the  Uiiited  States,  for shares  in  the 


Mr.  Ki.NG,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
bject,  submitted  the  following  motion  for  con- 
deration  : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Senate  approve  of  the  alterations 
suggested  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Senate  room,  and 
the  belter  arrangement  of  the  offices  of  the  Senate  . 
and  that  the  plan  of  the  proposed  alterations  drnwn  by 
the  suneyor  of  the  pubhc  buildings,  together  with  a 
copy  of  this  resolution,  be  transmitted  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

BA.NK  OF   THE  UMTED  STATES. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
'  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
1  United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
I  mittee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
I  third  time,  as  amended  ;  and,  the  blanks  having 
I  been  filled,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by  unan- 
imous consent. 
On    the    question.    "Shall    this    bill    pass,   a^ 
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amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  22,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Harper,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 


Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  Slate  into  the  Union  on  an 


Roberts,  Talbot,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,   Varnum.  and     equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  reported 


"WUIiams. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Dana,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Ruggles, 
Sanford,  Tichenor,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

[Messrs.  Bibb  and  Thompson,  the  only  absen- 
tees, are  understood  to  have  been  detained  from 
the  Senate  by  ill  health ;  the  former  of  these  gen- 
tlemen being  seriously  indisposed.] 


Thursday,  April  4. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  adjusting  \ 
the  claims  to  land,  and  establishing  a  land  office 
for  the  districts  of  land  lying  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  island  of  IS'ew  Orleans;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
abolish  the  existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties 
10  lieu  of  those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to 
distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  reported  it  with  | 
an  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  lor  the  year 
1616,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Lacock,  Dag- 
gett, and  Morrow,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  continuing  thesalaries 
of  certain  officers  of  Government."  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1816," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropria- 


tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United    States,  or  that  of  any  State,  corporation,  or  other 


States,  for  the  year  1816."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pen- 
sions of  invalids  in  certain  cases,  for  the  relief  of 
invalids  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  pension  agents  in  those  States  where  there  is 
no  commissioner  of  loans,"  was  read  the  second 
lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itia of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
s^uperintendents  of  the  manufactories  of  arms  at 
Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  bill  concerning  the  annual  sum  appropri- 
ated for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  was 
read  the  second  time. 


it  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  com- 
municated a  certified  statement  of  the  census  of 
the  Indiana  Territory. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Saiatt  of  tht  United  States: 

I  tranKmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  resolutions 
of  the  26th  March  last. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Aran.  4,  1816. 

The  Mes.sage  and  report,  therein  mentioned, 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses, together  with  the  proposed  amendments; 
and.  after  progress,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Brown, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  fourth  Monday  in  July  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  State  and 
Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  this  day 
fortnight. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
certain  advances  made  for  the  public  service  by 
the  city  of  New  York;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Barbour,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  "with  instructions  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  provisions  ought 
to  be  made  by  law  for  payment  of  damages  sus- 
tained by  persons  on  whose  lands  military  works 
have  been  constructed  during  the  late  war.  either 
under  the  authority  of  any  officer  of  the  United 


wise,  not  hitherto  provided  for." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Daggett,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  dividing  the 
State  ol  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  .Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  the  Senate  being  equally  divided 
yeas  15.  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Har- 
per, Hunter,  King,  .Macon,  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Talbot,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Wells. 
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lATB — Messrs.    Barbour,    Barry,    Brown,    Chace, 

indit,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
lb€rts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tail,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

i  NAVIGATION  SVSTEM. 

HXhe  bill  "  10  establish  a  navigation  system  for 
n*  United  States"  being  under  consideration.  Mr. 
l^RPER  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the  Committee 
(^Foreign  Relations, and  to  refer  to  the  same  com- 

3i|*itee  the  fcllowins  resolutions,  which  he  read 
bis  place,  tiod  laid  on  the  table,  viz: 
Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  l>e  made  by  law 
^  excluding  gradually  from  the  naval  and  merchant 
s^r»«ce  of  the  United  States  all  persons  other  than 
-  ^iive  citizens,  or  citizens  heretofore  naturalized. 
Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
compelling  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States 
ave  on  bo^rd  a  number  of  apprentices,  in  propor- 
to  the  toriiage  of  such  vessels,  respectively, 
r.  Harpcr  said,  his  object  in  moving  this 
omraitmefit  was  to  prevail  on  the  Senate,  if 
isible,  to  iVmould  the  bill,  so  as  to  incorporate 
0  it  the  new  ideas  contained  in  these  resolu- 
tions—new. lie  meant.as  respected  that  bill,  though 
t|%  doubt  ver^  famiiiar  within  the>e  walls,  and  to 
i|Ctll-informfcfi  and  reflecting  men  throughout  the 
i|>|onlry.  Ajid  as  the  motion,  should  it  prevail, 
Mj>uld  give  <-i  new  shape  tu  the  bill,  and  a  new 
c^racter  to  i>ur  whole  maritime  system — a  char- 
afser  which  *e  deemed  it  of  the  highest  impor- 
tiice  to  import  to  that  great  branch  of  our  policy 
-|tie  thought  It  incumbent  on  him  to  Mate,  some- 
*?|at  at  larg»f,  the  leading  considerations  jwhich. 
i»ihis  opinioij.  recommended  this  measure.  He 
wis  sensible  ;hat  neither  those  considerations  nor 
*ft  •"*^3^ure  Jtself  were  new  to  that  House  or  to 
tjff  ualion.  They  had  often  no  doubt  been  the 
s«jl/ject  of  rejection  and  discussion  abroad,  and 
s^<oetiraesol;.deliberation  within  those  walls;  but 
*J  j  be — not  Ijaving  then  the  honor  ol  a  seat  in 
tlijLi  body — lijid  no  ,)art  in  those  deliberations,  he 
ight  perhai^s  be  more  readily  excused,  iQr  occu- 
ng  some  j>ortiou  of  its  time  with  his  ideas 
cerning  Mie  great  interests  involved  in  the 
stion. 

f  hese  reso'iutious,  Mr.  H.  said,  (and  especially 
ij-/  first,  which  contained  by  far  the  most  impor- 
itjt  principle,)  had  two  distinct  objects;  each 
r^jomraendej  by  considerations  peculiar  to  itself, 
a>ijkj  both  teriding  to  the  same  great  end— the 
tjiiior.  safety,  and  prosperity  of  the  nation.  The 
t^|i  was  to  preserve  peace,  as  far  as  its  preser- 
^»|ion  might  depend  on  us,  by  excluding  all  for- 
ej|iQ  searaenilrou)  our  merchant  ships,  and  thus 
|*f venting  iSose  collisions  with  the  maritime 
Hciwers  of  tiie  world  which  must  of  necessity 
aMie  from  couflicting  claims  on  the  ocean  to  alle- 
g;,ince.  Tlie  second,  to  prepare  for  war.  by  ac- 
cH^rating  thf<  prodiction  of  a  numerous  class  of 
^jve  seameii;  the  most  effectual  mode  of  doing 
Vffich,  was  t^  contirie  the  navigation  of  our  ships 
tfhvar  and  ,inerch.int  ve.ssels— as  these  resolu- 
i^iis  propose^  to  confine  it— to  our  native  citi- 
^)»s  and  tho^e  heretofore  naturalized  among  us. 
^jf^h,  he  saif  was  the  twofold  object  of  his  mo- 
mti— to  avoftl  contests  with  other  nations,  and 
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especially  with  that  between  which  and  us,  from 
similarity  of  language,  appearance,  and  pursuits, 
they  were  most  likely  to  arise  ;  and  to  make  timely 
and  effectual  preparation  for  maintaining  our 
rights  against  all  nations,  and  especially  that  great 
maritime  Power  with  which,  in  all  probability, 
we  could  not  long  avoid  serious  collisions,  if  we 
would;  and  perhaps — judging  from  the  temper 
of  a  large  part  of  this  nation — would  not,  if  we 
could  From  these  collisions  the  resoluiions  which 
he  had  submitted  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  a 
tendency  to  save  us.  So  far  their  operation  would 
be  admitted,  he  presumed,  to  be  highly  beneficial. 
Every  measure  must  be  so,  that  tended,  by  fair 
j  and  honorable  means,  to  narrow  the  ground  and 
diminish  the  occasions  of  serious  misunderstand- 
ings with  other  Powers.  The  effect,  indeed, 
Would  be  not  complete.  Neither  this  measure 
nor  any  other  could  save  us  entirely  from  contests 
with  a  Power  between  which  and  this  country  so 
many  fruitful  and  perennial  sources  of  discord 
existed  ;  but.  it  was  doing  much  to  diminish  the 
number  of  those  source.^,  and  to  dry  up  one  of  the 
most  fruitful.  This,  he  believed,  would  be  effected 
by  the  resolutions  under  consideration.  How 
they  would  produce  that  effect  he  would  next 
proceed  to  consider. 

Every   honorable  gentleman   who  heard  him, 
knew  how  the  two  nations— the   United  States 
and  Great  Britain — stood  towards  each  other,  ia 
relation  to  their  maritime  policy  and  pretensions. 
The  United  States  asserted  it  as  a  right,  and  had 
established  if  as  a  habit,  to  incorporate  foreigners 
by  naturalization  into  their  political  association 
— into  the  nation — and  thus  to  withdraw  them 
from  their  allegiance  to  their  native  Governmenls. 
This  practice  extended  to  aU  the  European  States, 
but  affected  Great  Britain  more  than  any  other 
nation,  from   obvious   and    well   known   causes. 
Wo  went  a  step  further— we  had  laid  it  down  as 
a  maxim  in  our  laws  and  foreign  policy  that  pro- 
tection IS  due  on  the  ocean  to  these  naturalized 
foreigners,  against  their  original  Governments,  to 
tiie  same  extent  as  to  our  native  citizens;  and 
this  protection  we  had  repeatedly,  and  in  various 
forms,  promised  to  afford.     We  had  held  out  to 
the  subjects  of  every  Power— to  the  people  of  all 
nations— a   promise  of  protection  against   their 
native  Governments,  on  the  ocean  as  well  a-,  on 
the  land,  provided  they  would  conform   to  our 
laws  of  naturalization.     Thus  the  matter  stood  on 
our  part. 

The  foreign  Powers,  on  the  other  hand,  and 
particularly  Great  Britain,  had.  from  time  im- 
memorial, adopted  it  as  a  maxim  of  their  laws 
and  constitutions,  essential,  in  their  opinions,  to 
the  preservation  of  government  and  civil  society, 
that  allegiance  is  perpetual  and  unalienable,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  mere  act  of  the  person  who 
owes  It;  that  every  member  of  the  cimimunity 
contracts  by  his  birth  obligations  of  obedience  to 
the  law.s  and  of  service  and  fidelity  to  the  State, 
from  which  he  cannot  withdraw,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Sovereign.  In  fine,  that  this  con- 
tract, like  all  others,  can  only  be  dissolved  by  the 
consent  of  both  parties— one  of  whom  is  the  indi- 


vidual  or  subject,  and  the  other  the  Sovereign 
representing  the  community  or  State.  He  would 
not,  he  said,  now  inquire  whether,  as  an  abstract 
principle,  this  doctrine  was  correct.  The  inquiry 
was  unnecessary  for  his  present  purpose.  Should 
it  ever  become  necessary,  ho  was  prepared  to 
meet  the  question,  and  entertained  opinions  con- 
cerning it  which  he  should  be  ready  to  avow  and 
maintain.  It  w.is  sufficient  for  the  present  pur- 
pose, and  must  be  known  by  all  who  heard  him. 
that  the  Government  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
cfver  whose  conduct  or  opinions  we  had  no  con- 
trol, did  hold  and  always  had  held  this  doctrine, 
and  had  always  manifested  a  fixed  determination 
not  to  recede  from  it,  or  to  relinquish  the  rights 
to  which  It  gave  birth.  It  was  equally  well 
known  that  many  other  Governments — nay,  he 
might  say  all  the  Governments  of  the  world,  ex- 
cept our  own  ;  all  those  at  least  which  belonged 
to  the  European  system,  and  with  which  we  had 
any  connexion — held  the  same  principle. and  from 
time  to  time  asserted  it,  as  might  happen  to  suit 
their  interest  or  their  policy.  How  far  we  might 
hereafter  find  it  necessary  to  adopt  and  assert  this 
principle  ourselves,  he  deemed  it  unnecessary  now 
to  inquire;  thougli  he  had  a  very  distinct  opin- 
ion on  that  subject,  which,  on  every  proper  occa- 
sion, he  should  be  ready  to  avow  and  support.  It 
was  enough  for  us,  at  present,  that  Great  Britain 
did  assert  this  principle  of  perpetual,  indissoluble 
allegiance,  and  had  manifested,  on  all  occasions. 
a  determination  to  support  it.  at  every  hazard. 

Knowing  then,  he  said,  as  we  did,  this  deter- 
mination, this  fixed  purpose  of  that  nation,  to 
assert,  at  every  hazard,  the  right  which  she  thus 
claimed  to  the  services  of  all  her  people  whom 
she  could  find  in  merchant  ships  on  the  ocean,  or 
in  her  own  territory;  knowing,  also,  the  import- 
ance which  .she  attached  to  this  right,  regarded 
by  her  as  essential  to  htr  prosperity,  her  safety, 
and  even  her  existence;  the  question  for  us  to 
solve,  laying  aside  all  consideration  of  the  sound- 
ness of  her  doctrine,  of  the  abstract  right  of  the 
case,  and  looking  only  to  the  practical  conse- 
quence.<5,  was  this:  how  f^r  would  it  be  wise  in 
us  to  engage  in  a  contest  with  that  nation  on 
grounds  considered  as  so  doubtful,  on  principles 
not  acknowledged  by  any  other  Power;  where 
the  universal  opinion  of  mankind,  out  of  our  own 
country,  would  be  against  us,  and  opinions  at 
home  might  be  very  much  divided.  It  was  a 
point  on  which  such  a  division  must  be  expected  ; 
a  point  on  which  the  most  enlightened  and  patri- 
otic men  might  entertain,  and  in  fact  did  enter- 
tain, the  most  opposite  opinions;  for  it  was  well 
known  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  American 
people,  including  many  individuals  of  the  highest 
character  for  virtue,  knowledge,  and  love  of  coun- 
try, were  of  opinion  that  one  nation  had  no  right, 
by  its  naturalization  laws  or  any  other  means,  to 
withdraw  the  subjects  of  another  from  their  alle- 
giance. He  did  not  now  intend  t..  inquire  into 
the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  but  merely  to  ad- 
vert to  the  fact  that  such  an  opinion  was  enter- 
tained by  a  very  numerous  and  highly  respectable 
class  of  our  citizens,  whose  feelings  and  opinions 


it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  consult,  in 
order  to  obtain  their  zealous  co-operation  in  any^ 
;  struggle  that  might  ensue.     Good  citizens  would 
I  always  obey  the  laws  ;  but  unless  they  approved 
the  ground  of  a  war,  mere  obedience  was  all  that 
i  could  be  expected  from  them.     Zeal,  devotedness, 
I  voluntary  services,  and   sacrifices  of  person  and 
;  property,  cculd  only  be  expected,  from  men  of 
honorable  minds,  in  a  cause  which  they  approved ; 
and  there  were  great  numbers  of  the  most  honor- 
able and  virtuous  men  of  this  country  who  would 
not  and  could  not  approve  of  any  quarrel  entered 
into  for  the  mere  purpose,  not  of^  vindicating  any 
rights,  or  redressing  any  injuries  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, of  the  native  sons  of  our  soil,  but  of  assert- 
ing a  right  in  this  country  to  acquire  new  citi- 
zens, of  whom  we  had  no  need,  by  withdrawing 
foreigners  from  the  power  of  their  own  Govern- 
ments; to  confer  favors  on  foreigners,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  country  and   its  native  inhabitants. 
There  were,  Mr.  H.  said,  certain  principles,  af- 
fecting the   rights  of  our  native  citizens,  in  de- 
fence of  which  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  incur 
every  risk,  and  brave  every  danger.     Those  rights 
were  sacred,  and  whenever  openly  assailed  must 
be  defended  at  every  hazard.     Q,uestions  might 
indeed  arise  about  the  nature  and  extent  of  some 
of  those  rights;  but  there  were  others  of  a  nature 
too  clear  to   be  disputed,  and  too   sacred   to   be 
touched;  which,  when  openly  assailed,  must  be 
defended  at  every  hazard,  and  even  when  inci- 
dentally  infringed,    through   inadvertency,  acci- 
dent,or  mistake,  claimed  the  jealous  attention  and 
ready  interposition  of  the  Government.     With- 
out entering  into  any  exact  definition  of  these 
high  and  sacred  rights,  which  he  did  not  conceive 
to  be  now  necessary,  it  might  be  remarked  that 
the  right  of  personal  liberty,  of  exemption  from 
compulsory   service    to    a   foreign    Government, 
under  any  form  whatever,  was  among  the  most 
undeniable  of  the  number;  and  there  never  was 
a  time  when  he  was  not  ready  to  resist,  to  every 
extremity,  any  such  claim  to  the  service  of  na- 
tive American  citizens,  had   such  a  claim  been 
made  by  any  Government  whatever.     The  claim, 
however,  which  was   now  under  consideration, 
the  claim  of  the  British  Government  to  the  ser- 
vices of  Its  own  subjects,  whenever  it  could  find 
them  in  merchant   ships  on  the  ocean,  or  in  its 
own  ports,  was  by  no  means  of  this  description; 
and  the  right  asserted  by  this  country  to  protect 
British  subjects  and  other  foreigners,  oti  the  ocean, 
against  the  claims  of  their  own  Governments,  was 
not  a  right  in  which  our  native  citizens,  the  sons 
of  our  soil,  had  any  interest.     It  was  a  claim  for 
the  benefit  of  foreigners,  not  always  of  the  most 
desirable  class,  who  often   come  to   us   because 
they  found  it   inconvenient   to  remain   in  their 
own  country;  whom  we  wished  to  adopt,  f.r  their 
benefit;  and  not  for  our  own.  into  our  family,  and 
to  extend  to  them  not  only  the  privileges  but  the 
protection  due  only  to  our  native  sons.     It  was 
trom  the  collisions  arising  out  of  such  a  policy 
that  he  wished  to  save  the  country;  collisions 
dangerous  to  its  peace,  not  useful  to  its  interests, 
nor  conducive  to  its  honor.    He  wished,  by  the 
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isure  DOW  proposed,  to  avoid  contests  on  such 
-   ^'Unds;  in  wtiich  we  could  neither  have  the  ap- 
Ajbaiion  and  countenance  of  other  nations,  nor 
united  aa>ong  ourselves.     The  public  opinion 
m  the  world  was  of  itself  of  great  importance, 
id   he  wouKi   sacrifice  much  to  gain   it  to  our 
ise,  iu   eVery  conflict  in  which  we  might  be 
Impelled  toengage.     It  was  a  great  moral  power, 
^lich  no  Wise  Government  would  neglect.     But 
?eat  as  it  wus,  he  thought  it  very  inconsiderable 
fit  comparis(,n  with  union  among  ourselves.     It 
Mis  on  that  union  that  the  force  of  every  nation, 
^ttd  especially  of  this,  living,  as  we  did.  under  a 
4|vernment  of  consent  which  rested  wholly  on 
piblic  opinion,  must  in  a  most  material  degree 
impend.     Nc  sacrifices,  except  tho«-e  of  primary 
43id  essential  rights,  were  too  great  for  attaining 
fi  desirable  pn   object.     The   right  of  which  he 
^\w  proposed  to  divest  ourselves  was  of  a  most 
ubtful    ch.iracter ;    whether    we    regarded   the 
ht  itself,  or  the  expediency  of  its  exercise  ;  and 
notwiihsmnding  all  our  care,  it  might  not  be 
our  power  to  avoid  serious  contests  with  other 
_  tions.  and.  chiefly  with  that  to  which  he  had 
^  often  allt|ded.  he  wished  to  put  all  doubtful 
jses  out  of  the  conflicts  to  which  we  might  be 
stined.  anjl   so  to  choose  our  ground,  that  all 
difference's  of  opinion  among  ourselves  might 
reafter  be- confined  to  the  time  of  beginning 
lite  contest,  and  the  manner  of  conducting  it,  but 
i  t  extend  tij  the  right  itself  for  which  we  were 
ijcontend.   \ 

VTThere  waj  another  view  of  the  subject.  Mr.  H. 

ud,  in  whico  this  measure  strongly  recommend- 

M  liself  to  his  mind.     A  new  state  of  things  had 

iJisen  ;  we  i-ere  about  to  enter  on  a  new  career. 

Ad  before  v^e  began  it  he  wished  to  get  entirely 

A  of  this  Clause  of  collision  with  foreign  Powers. 

Jising  from;  our  claim  of  right  to   protect  those 

1  the   ocea.j  whom  they  assert  a   right  to  con- 

ijler  and  trt-at  as  iheir  subjects.     He  called  this 

ew  career  because,  for  more  than  twenty  years, 

late  of  things  had  existed  in  the  world  totally 

'erent  from  that  at  which  we  now  had  fortu- 

tely  arrived.     When  you  and   I.  sir.   said  Mr. 

•i.,  came  itjio  life,  as   public   men,  we  saw  the 

)immenceri)ent  of  that  state  of  things  which  has 


a  military  despotism,  the  most  formidable  in  its 
means  and  profligate  in  its  principles  that  the 
world  ha^  ever  seen;  which  boldly,  openly,  and 
steadily,  pushed  forward  the  scheme  of  conquest 
and  universal  empire  originated  by  its  predeces- 
sors; and.  after  crushing  or  humbling  every  Power 
but  one,  which  alone  had  the  courage  and  strength 
to  maintain  the  conflict,  bent  at  length  all  its  vast 
and  accumulated  force  against  that  Power,  the 
only  remaining  obstacle,  which  alone  stood  in  the 
breach,  struggling  to  keep  up  the  mound,  and  to 
save  itself,  and  with  itself,  us  and  the  rest  of  the 
world,  from  the  torrent  which  equally  threat- 
ened all. 

In  this  state  of  things.  Mr.  H.  said,  there  was 
no  room  for  deliberation,  no  freedom  of  choice, 
no  course  of  conduct  but  one  ;  and  that  was,  to 
abstain  from  every  act,  however  proper  in  other 
times,  that  could  then  tend  to  weaken  the  arm 
uplifted  in  the  common  cause  ;  that  might  de- 
minish  the  powerexerted  for  the  common  defence ; 
or  tend  to  break  down  or  undermine  the  mound 
which  restrained  the  mighty  torrent,  and  pre.served 
it  from  sweeping  us  and  the  rest  of  the  world  into 
one  common  rum.  Iu  such  a  state  of  things  it 
was  not  for  nations  to  act  as  in  ordinary  times,  or 
on  maxims  of  ordinary  policy.  Injuries  which 
in  ordinary  times  were  to  be  vigorously  repelled, 
were  then  to  be  patiently  borne,  on  account  of 
the  infinitely  greater  evils  which  the  attempt  to 
repel  them  might  introduce.  The  utmost  indul- 
gence was  to  be  exercised.  Every  encroachment, 
that  could  be  made  to  wear  the  appearance  of 
right,  that  did  not  assume  the  character  of  open 
and  direct  aggression,  was  to  be  borne,  rather  than 
to  run  the  risk  of  weakening  those  exertions,  on 
which  such  mighty  interests  depended. 

Now  the  state  of  things,  he  said,  was  changed. 
That  tremendous  power  was  overthrown,  the 
Government  that  wielded  it  had  been  annihilated, 
and  the  nation  which  supplied  its  meaus  of  power 
was  reduced  below  its  usual  and  proper  level.  If 
danger  still  existed,  it  was  on  the  other  side.  We 
were  no  longer  called  on  to  bear  or  forbear;  nor 
to  judge  of  injuries  or  encroachments  by  distinct 
or  collateral  circumstances.  We  might  now  es- 
timate  them   by  their    intrinsic   nature,  and   act 


r 
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J)W  passed  , away,  and  which  gave  rise,  while  it  j  concerning  them  u£on  the  ordinary  maxims  of 
^nunued,  ty  political  systems,  views,  and  opin- 
|ns.  not  applicable  to  the  present  condition  of 
^  world.    ;At  the   beginning  of  the   period  to 
yhich  1  alil,^de,  we  saw  a  new  and  mighty  Power 

Jruggling  r>ito  existence,  and  displaying  even 
en,  under  ihe  pretence  of  establishing  freedom 
home  ai^d  promoting  it  abroad,  a  spirit  of 
j^gantic  ami  unprincipled  ambition,  which  soon 
jf  ndered  ii  ijie  scourge  and  terror  of  all  surround- 
]*g  nations-    It  avsailed  them   all,  in  turn,  with 


t<|l  the  weapuns  of  fraud  and  force,  while  a  loudly 
{lgmatized,las  combinations  against  liberty  and 
i^tional  inijependence.  those  leagues  which  its 


gressions  had  compelled  them  to  form  for  their 

n  defencf.  -^his  new  Power,  after  pursuing 

"T  a  whiK'.  Iwith  wild  and  revolutionary  fury,  a 

ii.an  of  universal    dominion,    but   ill   concealed 

fijough  not  distinctly  avowed,  settled  down  into 


I'" 


political  wisdom.  Those  maxims  enjoin  it  on  a 
nation  like  this,  rising  rapidly  into  power  and 
importance,  to  watch  over  its  rights  with  a  jealous 
and  vigilant  care;  lo  regard  its  honor  as  insepa- 
rably connected  with  its  true  interests,  and  as 
making  a  partof  its  dearest  rights;  toconsider  jus- 
tice as  the  first  of  its  duties  ;  lo  advance  no  claims 
which  were  not  clear  and  incontrovertible,  and  to 
maintain  those  with  inflexible  constancy.  This 
view  of  things  had  induced  him  to  regard  the  na- 
tion as  entering  on  a  new  career,  as  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  era,  and  he  thought  it  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  in  this  state  of  things  we 
should  take  no  false  steps,  and  assume  no  question- 
able ground;  that  we  should  so  act  as  to  cause  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that  while  the  United 
States  would  submit  to  no  intentional  injury,  nor 
suffer  even  any  accidental  trespass  to  pass  with- 
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out  notice,  and  if  need  be  i^dress,  they  would 
carefully  avoid  all  interference  with  the  rights  of 
others,  and  assert  no  claims  but  such  as  were  clear 
and  important.  This  was  the  position  which  he 
wished  this  country  to  lake,  and   to  maintain,  in 


Senatb. 


tioned;  so  obvious  were  the  principles  by  which 
It  was  protected.  It  consisted  of  those  forei<Tners 
whether  naturalized  or  not.  who  remained  within 
our  territory.  They  were  protected  by  our  ter- 
ritory while  they  so  remained,  because  within  our 


the  commencement  of  the  new  era  now  opening  I  territory  no  foreign  Power  could  exeTase  anv 
oeforethem  Here  in  his  opinion  they  ought  to  '  jurisdiction,  or  exerr  any  act  of  authoritv  what- 
plant  heir  foot;  and  having  chosen  well  their  1  ever.  We  therefore  ex.end  j.rutection  lo  such 
ground,  with  a  view  to  the  rights  and  leel.ng  of  |  persons,  in  the  usual  exercise  of  our  rights  of  sov 
other  nations  as  well  as  their  own.  to  stand  on  it  I  ereignty,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  ho'e 
irotnoveably,  prepared  for  every  consequence.    On  I  rights,  while  they  reside  in  our  country   aod  re 


such  ground  the  resolutions  which  he  had  moved 
would  in  his  opinion  place  them.  By  excluding 
the  subjects  of  other  Powers  from  our  ships  ol" 
war  and  merchant  vessels,  we  would  avoid  all 
collision  with  ihem  on  the  ocean,  upon  this  deli- 
cate point ;  all  interference  with  a  claim  of  alle 


mam  on  our  soil.  When  thev  choose  to  depart,  the 
protection  ceases.  The  general  proposition,  there- 
fore was  to  be  underitouJ  as  subject  to  those  two 
exceptions ;  one  of  which  indeed  was  incorporated 
into  the  resolutions  themselves,  and  the  other 
was  so  obvious,  that  nothmg  but  a  desire  to  avoid 


glance,  to  which  they  attach  so  much  importance,  ;  all  possibility  of  being  misunderstood  n  a  matter 
and  have  d|sp!ayed  so  firm  a  determinanon  to  of  so  much  ddicacy,%ould  have  indeed  Tm  to 
maintain.  Having  done  this  we  shall  stand  per-  advert  to  it  thus  part.cularlv.  Indeed  u  nulhi 
fectly  free,  with  the  world  and  ourselves,  to  resist  be  remarked  that  This  principle  of  public  law  wal 
steadily.nd  effectually  any  encroachments  which  :  of  such  universal  operation  that  Consirv\ 
they  may  attempt  on  our  acknowledged  and  im-  ,  of  the  greatest  cr.mis,  murder  forTstancf  and 
r.lT  'If  k"'  '^'^  *"  '"'^  encroachments  he  for  even  treason,  if  they  could  escape  fr^. X  coua 
one  should  be  always  ready  to  resist,  to  the   ut-  '  try  where  those  crimes  were  commuted    into  a 


most  extremity,  in  whatever  quarter  they  may  be 
attempted. 

While  we  took  this  view.  Mr.  H.  said,  of  the 
very  doubtful  right  of  withdrawing  foreigners 
from  their  allegiance  to  their  Governments"  and 
protecting  them  on  the  ocean  against  claims  aris- 
ing out  of  that  allegiance  ;  a  right,  in  his  opinion. 
not  only  extremely  doubtful  but  very  unimport- 
ant ;  he  wished  distinctly  to  mark  out  two  classes 
of  emigrants,  as  exceptions  from  his  motion  and 
his  reasoning. 


foreign  territory,  found  protection  and  immunity  ; 
and  nothing  but  special  provisions  by  treaty  could 
control  the  operation  of  this  general  law.  This 
doctrine  was  exemplified  in  the  history  of  every 
country  and  every  age. 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  the  second  division 
of  the  subject,  which  he  observed  was  by  far  the 
most  important.  He  had  hitherto  considered  the 
resolutions  in  their  tendency  to  preserve  us  m 
peace,  by  removing  one  great  ground  of  contro- 
versy with   foreign   Powers,  and  especially  with 


1  he  hrsi  Class  was  that  Of  foreigners  heretofore:  Great  Britain,  and  to  unite  us  at  home  in   such 
naturalized.     Whatever  might  be.  in  point  of  ab-    conflicts  or  other  grounds  as  we  miX  be  unable 


stract  principle,  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of 
our  conduct,  in  passing  those  laws  under  which 
foreigners  had  been  incorporated  into  our  nation, 
by  which  they  had  in  effect  been  invited  and  en- 
couraged to  come  among  us,  we  could  not  now 
suffer  It  as  to  them  to  be  made  a  question.  Those 
laws  had  operated  as  an  invitation  to  emigrants, 
and  as  a  promise  of  protection  against  their  native 
governments.  Perhaps  thev  were  intended  so  to 
operate;  but  however  that  might  be,  such  un- 
doubtedly had  been  their  effect.  We  had  invited 
these  strangers,  whether  wisely  or  properly  was 
not  now  the   question,  to  take   sanctuary  in   our 


to  avoid.  He  would  now  consider  them  in  their 
tendency  to  prepare  us  effectually  for  war.  It 
would,  he  presumed,  be  admitted  by  all.  that  we 
ought  to  make  betimes  the  most  efficient  prepa- 
rations for  those  great  conflicts  with  other  Pow- 
ers to  which  wt*  were  called  by  our  destiny. 
The  United  Stales  could  not  expect  to  remain 
always  at  peace.  Perhaps  they  ought  not  to  de- 
sire It;  for  long-continued  peace  enervates,  cor- 
rupts, and  debases  a  nation,  and  prepares  it  for 
subjugation,  by  rendering  it  too  timid,  too  ava- 
ricious, and  too  efferamaie  to  defend  itself.  Be 
that,  however,  as    u   may,  continual   peace   was 


11         I  •  '        — ^    —..v,.—.  J  .u   uui     wj«t,  wi/»»c*ci,   ,i«.    11    may,  coniinuai   peace    was 

our  sSmV' w"       "f™   protection  on   board  of  i  not  in  our  power,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  look 

wuhout^d.shnn",  '°  n     ""'  ^"^  "^^'^'^^^    '^'"^  '  '°  ^'*''^"""'  ^"^•^-  «"^    P^'^P*^^  '^^  'hem.     They 
must    nrotlct  Z'n.  ^,"^7°^'^    ^^^  °"/'  ^"d    we  ,  would  grow  out  of  our   habits,  our  pursuits,   our 

must   protect  them  at  all  events.     We  must  re-    '"^ .  .-  '  ' 

deem  our  pledge  ;  and  Mr.  H.  said  that  he  was 
ready  at  any  moment  to  draw  the  sword  in  de- 
lence  of  this  class  of  citizens,  the  citizens  hereto- 
lore  naturalized,  whose  rights  he  would  never 
suffer  to  be  drawn  into  question.  He  would  say 
in  the  commencement  of  any  negotiation,  'This 
ground  is  sacred  and  must  not  be  touched.  Our 
taith  is  pledged,  and  must  be  redeemed.'  He  had 
accordingly  provided  in  the  first  resolution  for 
this  class  of  citizens. 
The  second  class,  he  said,  need  hardly  be  mea- 
14lhCox.  1st  Sess. — 10 


character,  our  form  of  government,  aud  our  situ- 
ation with  respect  to  the  great  maritime  Powers 
I  of  the  world.  Our  people  were  too  enterprising, 
j  too  active,  too  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  commercial 
gain,  to  remain  quietly  at  home.  Inhabiting  a 
most  extensive  seacoast.  bred  and  almost  born  on 
the  ocean,  they  wer^  naturally  impelled  to  mari- 
time enterprise.  Their  free  lu.-tituiions  gave 
them  a  bold  and  adventurous  spirit.  Their  equal- 
ity of  civil  and  political  rights  renJered  them 
eager  for  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  because  that 
acquisition  placed  them  on  a  footing  of  absolute 
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chiiality  with  those  who  possessed  the  greatest 
a^raniages.     Commerce   and    maritime  adveo- 
t^  e  opened  ty  them,  to  all  that  numerous  part  of 
t^  ro  at  least  that  dwelt  on  the  Atlantic  shore, 
I  I  nearest  and  most  Haltering  prospect  of  wealth. 
^    i   these   causes   impelled   us  to  the  ocean,  and 
s    it  us  in  qufst  of  gain  through  every  sea  and  to 
t  i» remotest sjiores.    Ourfree  Government,  while 
I  1;enerated  i»nd  fostered  a  spirit  of  restless  and 
G  jiiDg  adventure,  left  us  unrestrained  to  the  bent 
C  4)ur  character  and  inclinations  ;  for  it  had  no 
J  Jker,  except    under    very    particular    circum- 
5  Joces  of  rare   occurrence,  to  mould  and  direct 
t  »  industry  and  pursuits  of   the  nation.     It  re- 
c  Jved  lis  tone  and  character  from  public  senti- 
r  Jni,  which,  mstead  of  leading  it,  must  generally 
I  llow.     Hence  arose  maritime  and  commercial 
i  i*-suiis  of  unexampled   activity,  ardor,  and  ex- 
r  Tht ;  and  while  wc  spread  our  ships  over  every 
v.,  and    eagerly    sought   every   market    which 
rded  even  a  distant  prospect  of  gam,  we  were 
;essarily  and  frequently  brought   into   content 
collision  with  other  nations  engaged  in  ^imi- 
pursuits,  especially  that  nation  whose  charac- 
and  situation  in  these  respects  were  so  much 
;e  our  own.     With   that  nation,  therefore,  we 
fjst  at  evrry  turn    cross   and   clash.     And    to 
^fse  inherent  cause>  of  difference  many  others 
Ui  ght  be  added,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  which  need 
4  be  enumerated,  because  they  would   readily 
tur  to  every  rtflccting  mind.     Some  of  them 
re  minute  and  even  trivial,  though  well  suited 
produce  irritation.     Others  lay  much  deeper, 
[^d  being  itilimatply  connected  with    the   great 
f^d  essential  interests  of  the  two  nations,  real  or 
ipposed,  c^uld  hardly  fail   to  produce  the  most 
jjriou^  contests,   capable  of  being  adjusted  only 
the  sword.     Many  of  the  maritime  pretensions 
that  great    Power    were  of  this  description, 
hey  need  «iol  be  named,  because  they  were  in 
very  one's   recollection  ;  but   it  might  safely  be 
^id  that   they  were  of  a  nature   to  which  this 
Sjuntry,   in   the   ordinary   ,<tate    of    the  world, 
f»hich  was  its  actual  stale,  never  would  or  could 
fcjbmit.     This  nation  was  too  proud,  too  ambi- 
^  Ous,  too  ertterprising,  either   to  consent  that  it.s 
ijeople  shouid  be  kept  at  home,  or  that  their  in- 
jtffcourse  \yith  other   countries   should    be  con- 
5<  rolled,  restrained,   or   regulated    by  any  power 
ftjtfhatever.     Judging    from    what   has   happened, 
•iod  from  »3ie   principles   which    we  know  to  be 
J  leld  and  Asserted  by  the  great  Power  to  which 
I   e  had  alluiled,  we   could  not  but  know  that  at- 

*  ijrapis  at  t^is  restraint  and  control  will  be  made. 
^  f  bus  we  sfcould  be  driven  into  tbeconflict,  what- 
J,  ver  care  \te  might  take  to  avoid  it.  Perhaps 
"ije  ought  r|ot  to  wish  to  avoid  it,  for  peace  is 
'•^ot  alwaysfthe  best  thing  for  a  nation  ;  but  what- 
•(■ver  might'bc  our  wishes,   it   would  not  be  long 

•  0  our  pow<?r.  Collisions  would  take  place,  ex- 
j  Janaiions  ^nd  reparations  would  be  demanded, 
t'  lerliaps  no»  always  in  thf  most  conciliatory  and 
^  Moderate  t'>ne.  They  would  sometimes  be  given, 
J l»s  often  happens,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
J  taatters  wcffse.  Resort  would  then  be  had  to 
"wtirms  and  libus   we  should  soon   be  driven  or 
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drawn  into  every  quarrel  among  the  great  roari> 
time  Powers.  We  should  be  impelled  to  join 
the  weaker  side,  because  on  that  side  our  alliance 
would  be  courted,  our  principles  acknowledged, 
and  our  pride  flattered.  It  would  also  be  our 
interest  to  unite  with  the  weaker  maritime  Pow- 
ers in  their  efforts  to  check  and  restrain  the  lofty 
pretensions  and  overbearing  domination  of  the 
strongest.  This,  he  said,  was  the  natural  and 
constant  course  of  things,  which  had  been  for  a 
long  time  suspended  by  the  extraordinary  state 
of  the  world,  but  had  now  returned  to  its  usual 
channel ;  and  thus,  by  a  destiny  which  we  could 
not  control,  we  should  become  parties  in  erery 
contest  among  the  maritime  Powers.  From 
being  parlies,  we  should  gradually  become  prin- 
cipals, and  find  ourselves  at  length  at  the  head 
of  the  league. 

Since  then,  he  said,  it  was  our  destiny  to  fight, 
it  became  us  lo  consider  in  time  how  we  might 
fight   most   advaniageou>ly,  and  best  prepare  for 
the   struggles   which   we  could   not  avoid.     He 
had  no  duubt  that  our  true  policy  and  the  charac- 
ter of  our  people  led  us  to  the  ocean,  as  the  proper 
field  of  contest,  which   was   equally  pointed  out 
by  the   nature  and  genius   of  our  Government. 
That  was  the  natural  and  most  efBcacious  direr- 
lion  of  our  force.     It  was  there  that  thecharacter 
of  the  country  had   been  most  nobly  sustained; 
that    the    most    brilliant    triumphs    had    been 
achieved  ;  that  the  fairest  presages  of  future  glory 
had  been    given.     The  mistakes  of  rulers  might 
sometimes   kcnd    our   brave  sons    to    perish,   in 
fruitless   expeditions   by  land,  among  the  snows 
and  damp  and  dreary  lorests  of  the  North,  or  in 
the  pe.siilential    ^wamps    and    morasses    of    the 
South,  but  the  irresistible  force  of  circumstances 
would  soou  correct  their  errors    and  recall  us  to 
the  ocean,  as  the   true  scene  of  our  power  and 
glory. 

Since  It  was  on  maritime  power,  therefore, 
that  we  must  rely,  to  maritime  exertions  that  we 
should  be  irresistibly  impelled,  it  behooved  us  to 
consider  what  were  the  best  and  most  efficient 
means  of  maniime  force,  what  was  its  most  solid 
basi<.  Was  it  >hips  ?  No.  Money  ?  No.  What 
then?  He  would  answer,  that  it  was  a  brave, 
hardy,  and  numerous  class  of  native  and  patri- 
otic seamen,  bound  to  us  by  the  ties  of  birth, 
education,  early  habit;  impelled  by  the  feelings 
of  patriotism  and  the  love  of  glory  ;  a  class  of 
men  without  which  ships  are  useless,  and  which 
money  cannot  buy.  And  can  you.  he  asked, 
rely  on  foreigners  for  this  all-important  aid  ?  On 
men  attracted  to  your  service  by  the  mere  desire 
of  wages  or  of  gain,  connected  with  you  by  no 
common  interests  or  feelings,  united  to  yt»u  by 
no  ties  of  kindred  or  affection,  mere  birds  of  pas- 
sage, which  flock  to  your  .shores  in  the  summer 
of  peace  and  pro>periiy,  and  fly  from  ycu  when 
the  storm  begins  to  howl  ?  Danger  scares  them 
away.  Tliese  men,  thrown  on  our  shores  in 
tune  of  peace  by  their  own  Governments  who 
wish  to  get  rid  of  the  expense  of  maintaining 
them,  enticed  to  us  by  the  hope  of  high  wages 
and  easy  service,  when  we  haj^peo  lu  be  neutral, 
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and  their  own  Gorernments  at  war,  fly  when 
danger  approaches,  and  leave  us  defenceless, 
as  far  as  our  defence  may  depend  on  them.  On 
whom,  then,  can  the  country  rely?  To  whom 
must  it  look  in  the  hour  of  danger  ?  I  an.-wer 
to  our  native  citizens,  attached  to  us  by  birth, 
educ.ition,  habit,  and  domestic  ties.  These  are 
our  sure  dependence.  They  will  not  leave  us 
in  the  time  of  trial,  for  their  aflections  are  with 
us,  their  hearts  are  with  us,  their  parents  and 
their  children  are  with  us.  On  them  we  may 
rely  in  our  greatebt  extremity. 

It  was  the  object  of  his  motion.  Mr.  H.  said,  to 
foster   the  growth   of  this   inestimable   class 'of 
men,  and  ilius  to  make  the  best,  the  most  effect- 
ual, and  extensive  preparation  for  supporting  our 
rights  on  the  ocean,  where  alone  they  would  be 
effectually   asserted.     He    wished    to  encourage 
the  manufacture  of  native  American  seamen,  the 
only  production  which    he  was  willing  to   force, 
by  any  species  of  what  is  called  protecting  duty.' 
Since  there  was  a  sort  of  rage   for  encouraging 
manufactures,  he  wished  to  give  it  a  right  dfrec" 
tion  by  encouraging  the  growth,  not  of  wool- 
carders  and  cotton-spinners,  of  deformed,  feeble, 
and  diseased   laborers  in   work-shops  and  facto- 
ries, but  of  hardy,  gallant,  and  active  seamen,  to 
man  our  navy  ;  and,  by  protecting  our  commerce 
on  the  ocean,  to  enable  us  to  import  from  other 
countries  those  articles  which  could  not  be  pro- 
duced among  ourselves,  without  forcing  them  by 
oppressive  taxes  on  nine-tenths  of  ihe  community 
for  the  benefit  of  the  oiher  tenth.     This,  in  his 
opinion,  was  the  true  way  of  encouraging   in- 
dustry and  promoting  the  solid  and  lasting  pros- 
perity of  the  country;  to   protect  all,  and  leave 
all  to  seek  the  most  profitable  modes  of  employ- 
ing their  skill,  labor,  and  capital.    This  protection 
could    only  be  afforded   by  a   powerful    marine, 
whicd  would  enable  our  commerce  to  seek  the 
most  profitable  markets  for  our  own  productions 
and  to  supply  us  on  the  best  terms  with  those  ol 
other  countries.    Every  branch  of  industry  would 
then  fioi)  and  preserve  its  proper  level.     To   the 
formation  of  such  a  marine,  a  sufficient  supply 
of  native   American  freemen  was  essential  and 
that  supply  11  was  the  object  of  his  motion  to 
secure.     An  object  in  his  opinion  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  every  point  of  view,  which  would, 
lie  hoped,  be  deemed  a  sufficient  apology  on  his 
part  for  having  occupied  so   much  of  the  time 
of  that  honorable  body    in  this   feeble,  and,  he 
feared    ineffectual  attempt  to  procure  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measure  under  consideration. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  of  carrying  this 
measure  into  effect,  so  as  to  obtain  the  object  uf- 
limately,  and  in  the  shortest  practicable  time 
without  producing  derangement  in  our  commer- 
cial operations,  or  serious  embarrassment  to  our 
ship  owners,  which  he  was  sensible  must  be  the 
consequence  of  precipitation,  in  every  measure  of 
this  sort,  he  coo.-idered  this  as  matter  of  detail 
into  which  he  did  not  intend  then  to  enter.  It 
would  be  proper  and  even  necessary  in  the  future 
stages  of  the  business. 

All  that  he  now  desired  was  to  refer  the  propo- 


Senate, 


SI  ton  to  the  committee,  which  had  reported  the 
bi  1  then  before  the  Senate,  and  had  long  had  this 
whole  subject  under  consideration.  Here  the 
measure  would  undergo  a  full  examination  with 
a  view  both  to  its  practicability,  its  expediencv 
and  the  details  of  its  execution.  A  report  on  the 
subject  would  then  bring  the  whole  matter  again 
before  the  Senate,  with  all  the  facts  and  explana- 
tions necessary  for  a  proper  decision. 

On  the  second   resolution,  for  requiring  mer- 
chant ships  to  have  apprentices  on  board,  he  ob- 
served that  little  need   now  be  said.     lis  object 
was  the  same  with  the  first,  to  provide  in  time 
the   means  of  naval   power,   by   promoting   the 
growth  of  native  seamen  ;  and  it  would  be  ^und 
he  believed,  powerfully  conducive  to  that  end.    It 
was  a  measure  sanctioned  by  long  experience,  in 
other  maritime  countries,  and  especially  in  Great 
Britain;  in  whose  practice  and  institutions  we 
might  expect  to  find  the  most  useful  lessons  in  the 
act  of  adv-ancing  naval  power.     The  only  points 
therefore  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee 
should  his  motion  of  recommitment  and  reference 
prevail,  would  be  to  what  extent,  and  under  what 
modifications,  the  measure  of  requiring  appren- 
tices ought  to  be  adopted,  and  what  were  the  best 
means  of  insuring  its  success,  consistently  with 
the  stale  of  the  country,  and  the  nature  of  our 
institutions. 

Mr.  Harper  then  concluded  with  moving  that 
the  bill  '•  10  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  States  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations;  and  that  the  reso- 
lutions, which  he  had  laid  on  the  table,  be  referred 
to  the  .same  committee,  for  consideration  and 
report." 

In  the  debate  which  ensued  on  this  motion,  Mr. 
King  adverted  in  terms  of  very  strong  disappro- 
bation to  that  [»art  of  the  British  practice  of  im- 
pressment which  constitutes  their  naval  officers, 
and  frequently  those  of  very  inferior  rank,  judges 
in  the  last  resort,  on  the  question  whether  a  sea- 
man  claiming  to  be  a  native  American  citizen 
was  so  or  not;  which  enables  this  petty  officer  ' 
frequently  litile  better  than  the  commander  of  a 
press-gang,  to  decide  without  evidence,  without 
inquiry,  and  without  appeal,  on  the  dearest  rights 
which   belong   to  a  freeman— his  right  of  per- 
sonal liberty;   and  to  condemn  him  without  a 
hearing  to  a  rigorous  confinement  and  most  irk- 
some servitude  on  board  of  a  foreign  ship  of  war. 
This  practice  Mr.  K.  censured  in  terms  of  severe 
and  just  reprehension,  declaring  that  it  was  in- 
tolerable in  principle,  and  had  been  to  a  great  ex- 
tent abused  in  practice,  though  not  so  great  as 
had  sometimes  been  stated,  by  impressing  and  de- 
taining native  American  citizens,  under  pretence 
of  their  being  British  subjects.     From  the  gene- 
ral cast  of  Mr.  K.'s  observations  on  this  point,  he 
appeared   to  be  under  the  impression  that  Mr. 
Harper  considered  this  part  of  the  British  prac- 
tice of  impressment  as  correct,   or  at  least  as 
proper  to  be  tolerated. 

Mr.  Harper  in  explanation  observed,  that  he 
was  very  sorry  to  find  himself  misunderstood  in 
such  a  point  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
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)r  whose  opinions  he  felt  the  highest  j 
id  respect.     He   had  not  deemed  it  ] 
^le  ^ssary.  from  the  general  course  of  his  obser- 
ya  jins  in  support  of  his  motion,  to  enlarge  par-  ' 
JieWarly  on  th'e  subject  alluded  to  by  the  honor-  i 
jb|^  gentleman,  but  he   had  supposed    that   his  1 
idm*5  on  that  point   were  clearly   conveyed    by  i 
■itr  *pg  and   necessary  implication  from  the  gen-  ' 
";r;  I  tenor  of  his  arguments.     Since   that  how- 
^v  'I  appeared  not  to  be  the  fact,  he  would  ask 
je?  fc  of  the  Senate  to  explain  himself  more  fully. 
70   j  I  was  a  point  on  which  of  all  others  he  was 
Je; -X  willing  to  be  misunderstood.     He  therefore 
«t<  ijed  distinctly  what  he  had  thought  sufficiently 
cli  4t,  that  he  entirely  concurred  with  the  honor- 
!ah  .f  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  the  opinions 
aqwieelings  which  he  had  so  forcibly  expressed, 
coiii-erning  the  British  practice  in  question — the 
4>r  ijtice  of  erecting  their  inferior  naval  officers, 
or  ;Jny  of  their  officers  however  high  in  rank,  into 


'  subjects  on  board  of  our  ships,  no  persons  to 
•  whose  service  you  can  claim  a  right,  and  there- 
'  fore  on  board  of  our  ships  you  must  not  come." 
We  shall  then  have  drawn  a  clear  line  of  demar- 
cation which  we  shall  be  able  and  I  trust  ever 
willing  to  defend.  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  I  for  one  will  go  as  far  and  stand 
as  long  in  its  defence  as  any  one  who  hears  me. 
Let  us  once  exclude  British  subjects  not  already 
naturalized  from  our  ships,  and  thus  deprive  that 
Government  of  all  fair  pretence  for  sending  their 
officers  on  board,  and  I  for  one  will  join  in  resist- 
ing to  every  extremity  this  practice,  which  will 
then  assume  the  character  or  an  undisguised  at- 
tack on  our  rights,  and  even  on  our  independence. 
But  it  cannot  have  that  character,  while  we  re- 
ceive their  subjects  into  our  merchant  vessels, 
however  liable  it  may  be  to  occasional  abuse.  I 
wish  in  this  particular,  as  in  every  other,  to  put 
ourselves  perfectly  on   the  right  side,  so  as  to 


recom- 


Harper  had  concluded,  the  Senate 


lufps  upon  the  dearest  and  most  sacred  rights  of    avoid  the  contest  if  we  can.  and  if  we  cannot,  to 

-Alrierican  citizens,  ihe  rights  of  personal  free- I  begin  it  with  justice  clearly  on  our  side  ;  and  this, 

Jcj^,  with  power  to  decide  in  the  last  resort,  with-    Mr.  President.  I  consider  as  one  of  the  best  pfTprt. 

pti^evidence  and  without  a  hearing,  and  to  carry  \  of  my  motion,  and  perhaps  its  strongest 

jtbjjr  own  unjust  sentences  into  immediate  exe- |  mendation. 

•cifcton,  by  dragging   the  unhappy   victims  into        When  .Mr.  "  .    -    - 

jC(is  tpulsory  service  on  board  of  a  foreign  ship  of  j  adjourned. 

^■w|  ,  perhaps  the  enemy  of  this  country.     This 

^iR  ;tice,  he  agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman,  j 

;oii  ht  to  be  resisted  at  every  hazard  and  to  the  ' 

^a|i  extremity  ;  and  to  put  ourselves  in  a  condi- 

tiij;    to  resist  it  effectually,  was  one  great  object 

*of|lhe  resolutions  which  he  had  sutimitted.     It  1 

.wtt  only,  in  his  opinion,  after  having  excluded  ' 

iBt|ish  subjects  from  our  merchant  ships,  that  we  j 

JCQilid  correctly  and  effectually  resist  their  claim. 

jo^l  right  to  come  on  board  those  ships  in  search  1 

;olft:heir  subj»rcts.     If  we  chose  to  receive  their  1 

>si?tuects  on   hoard,  and  then  told  them  that  we 

^wijld  protect  all  who  were  on  board,  or  all  but  ' 

'tlit  se  whom  we  or  the  commanders  of  our  raer- 

■  cj;  01  ships  might  think  fit  to  acknowledge  to  be 

'E|=tish  subjects,  and  to  give  up  as  such,  it  was 

oi|  ious  that  we  should  do  exactly  what  we  so 
;jip.ly  complained  of  in  them.  We  should  take 
''u^^n  ourselves,  or  confer  on  the  commanders  of 

'*-  merchant  vessels,  the  power  of  deciding  in 
last  resott,  with  or  without  evidence,  and 
jh  or  withtjiut  a  hearing,  who  were  to  be  con- 
:s|.;>.'red  asBrilish  subjects,  and  to  execute  thesen- 
.^ttwces, by  withholding  from  the  power  and  service 
jcytheir  own  .Government  all  those  British  sub- 
}j«-Jts  whom  spch  judges  might  think  fit  to  declare 
[I  .iierican  citizens.  To  such  a  course  of  pro- 
|C  «ding  the  British  Government  could  not  be  ex- 
|p  Ited  to  subjnit.  They  would  resist  it,  and  thus 
',^  ^  should  be*  involved  in  a  quarrel,  on  grounds, 
."ti  Jsay  the  lijast  ol  them,  exceedingly  doubtful, 
;^  ijich  it  was  mo>t  desirable  (0  avoid.  But  if  his 
•- E  lasure  wert  adopteiJ,  and  all   British  subjects 

C  4  heretofore?  naturalized  were  excluded  from 
>  c  ^  ships,  we  should  be  in  a  situation  to  resist 
J  t  Jfir  whole  practice  of  impressment,  as  applicable 
;'  t  jour  ships,  on  the  most  clear  and  solid  grounds; 

i  ji  thus  cut  up  the  evil  by  the  roots.     We  shall 


able 


Friday,  April  5. 

Mr.  Fro.mentin  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Garrard,  and  others,  land  commissioners, 
in  the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
now  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  compensation 
for  their  services,  as  stated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Messrs.  Fro.mentin.  Brown,  and  Morrow, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

.Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  a  large 
number  of  manufacturers  and  mechanics  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  tariff  of  duties 
recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  be  imposed  for  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
lection  of  domestic  manufactures,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.TxiT,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  .Navy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1S16,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Varncm,  from  the  Militia  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  pensions  of  invalids  in  certain  cases, 
for  the  relief  of  invalids  of  the  militia,  and  for 
the  appointment  of  pension  agent<  in  those  States 
where  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing 
the  discharge  of  Moses  Lewis  from  imprisonment," 
reported  it  *-ithout  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution   submitted   the  3d   instant,  approving 


to  say  to  them  "we  have  none  of  your  |  the  alterations  suggested  for  the  enlargement  of 
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the  Senate  room,  and  the  better  arrangement  of    more  effectually  for  the  payment  of  specie  bv  the 
offices  of    he  Senate  ;  and  agreed  thereto.  I  several  banks  within  the  District  of^Columb^ 

The  bill  for  adjusnng  the  claims  to  land  and    and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  no^t' 
establishing  a  landoffice  for  the  district  of  lands    poned  until  to-morrow  lurtner  post- 


lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  island  of 
New  Orleans,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  ascertain  and 
establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  re- 
served  for   satisfying   the    military   bounties  al- 


^x?u^  ^f'^^'^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  a 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  removal  of  the  judges. 


served   for   satistying   the    military   bounties  al-  ,      On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason    of  New  H»mr^ 

owed  to  the  officet-s  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia    shire,  that   the  furthe;  con  ide'ra°  on  t^er^ofTe 

line,  on  Continental  Estab  ishment  ■  anH  nn  mn.l  nrt=fr.r,„o,i  ..„,.i  .i._  c-_.  »»_      •-•■uu  i  lereoi   ne 


line, on  Continental  Establishment;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  until  Thursday  the  ISth 
instant. 

Mr  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of 


postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  19  na'vs 
7,  as  follows  :  ' 

Yea8— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barr>-,  Brown,  Campbell 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldeborough 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hr.mp«hire,  Morrow.' 


ce„.,n  purchaser,  of  publ.c  laods  i„  ,he  Mi;.-  i  Bu^guI.S;.  V^.!Tl„"„„"v"fL"^%J*A°.i;- 
sippi  Territory, '  reported  it  without  amendment.  1  Uajus.  ^  '  ^^  ^  " 

Mr.  Crmpbell  from  the  committee  appointed  NAis-Messrs.  Chace,  Condit,  Lacock.  Macon 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  Roberts.  Sanford,  and  Turner, 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Phil- 
adelphia, made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

"Kaulved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ouirht 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 

whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  G.  Gotts 


Saturday.  April  6. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  John  Long- 
don,  and  others,  members  of  the  Mechanics'  Re- 
lief Society  of  Alexandria,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof  respectively. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
-               r  ..        •."    r  ysS       •""  "» 'v"ii  vj..  vjuiis-    report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  rpfprrpd 
berger,  of  the  cuy  of  New  York,  made  a  report,  ~  the  memorial  of  the  Bible  Society  ^r?  hi  la  del 
together  with  the  followincr  resolution:  «!,;»      vvh.,. "^  *;  society  01  rniiadel- 


together  with  the  following  resolution: 

RetuLved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  establishing  a  system  of  navijation  for 
the  United  States;  and  on  the  question.  ''Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill    providing 
for  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  certain  officer's 
of  the  Government ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tal-  , 
BOT,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post-  1 
poned  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Robert  Fulton,   deceased,"  together  with  the 


...^vuo^vj,     lugciuci  >*iiii  lue  ;  »*  ijoic.  iiie  coasiueraiion  01  the  loint  resolution 

amendment  reported  tnereto  by  the  select  com-  '  authorizing   the   President   of    the    Senate   and 
mittee,  and  the  amendment  havincr  hopn  arrroort     .<^npaL-<.r  r>r  t i>o  u^.,.^  „f  r> 


phia.     Whereupon, 

Resolved  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists 
ouffht  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  ot  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  G.  Gottsberger.  of  the  city 
of  New  York.     Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  dividing 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  dis- 
tricts; and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock.  it  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  Messrs.  Lacock. 
Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Daggett,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 


mittee,  and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to  with  further  amendments,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  on  the 
question,  '-Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  Harper  withdrew  the  motion,  submitted 
the  4th  instant,  for  excluding  foreigners  from  the 
naval  and  merchant  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  compelling  merchant  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  have  on  board  a  certain  number  of 
apprentices. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 


Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ their  respective  Houses,  on  the  22d  day  of 
April,  1816  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  LACocK.'tbe 
further  consideration  thereof  w'as  postponed  until 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  organizing  the  general  staff,  and  making 
further  provision  lor  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tichenor,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution, 
directing  medals  to  be  struck,  and,  together  with 
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Ifhtk  shanks  of  Congress,  presented  to  Major  T3en- 
^rillHarrison  and  Governor  Shelby,  and  for  other 
iu|ioses;and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the 
jUBiier  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
/,n*j  made  the  order  of  the  day  lor  Saturday 
Aefi. 

e  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  chil- 

of  Robert    Fulton,  deceased,   was    read    a 

time  ;  and  on  the  question,  '*  Shall  this  bill 

?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 

ays  6.  as  t'ullows  : 

18 — Messrs.    Barbour,   Condit,    Doggett,    Dana, 
ard,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Macon, 
iw,    Roberta,    Sanford,   Tichenor,    Turner,    and 
ams. 

lATB — Meaars.  Barry,  Lacock,  Talbot,  Thompson, 
and  WiUon. 

to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
States,  was  read  a   third   time,  and 

'  '|f  e  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
C(yjjmissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relat- 
Snfjto  a  report  of  the  commissioners  on  claims 
foi'^ands  in  the  western  land  district  of  the  Slate 
i)f  jiiouisiana,  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
fe  iitatives;  and  thp  letter  was  read. 

i  i  

j     »  T    Monday,  April  8. 

I  ir.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  and  re- 
fi<  l^strance  of  Thomas  M.  Longstreth  and  oth- 
ifrliiuanufacti»rers  of  paper-hangings  in  the  city 
uf«hiladelphm,  praying  that  in  lieu  of  the  duty 
v)fHie  cent  pe»  pound  on  whiting,  as  proposed  in 
|h*^«ontemp^ied  tariff,  a  moderate  ad  valorem 
3u|4  may  be  i^nposed,  if  any  impost  on  that  arti 


V«riium,  anc 

^   ijhe  bill  I 
^hf'^United 


inrfi 


hall  be  defmed  expedient;  for  reasons  staled 
e  memoriHl ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 

miitee.  ■: 
;he  Senatfc  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
le,  the  b;il  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
ayment  oJspecie  by  the  several  banks  within 
District   cf  Columbia;  and   on    motion,    by 
Met  Roberts,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
wsM  postponed  until  Monday  next. 
'    ahe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
|e^„,rt  of  the  fJommittee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
was  referred  the  petiiion  of  the  represent- 
s  of  Igna^e  Delino.     Whereupon, 
^solved,  T^at  the  petition  of  the  representa- 
of  Ignac^  Delino  is  reasonable,  and  ought 
granted. ; 

'.aolted.  TJiat  provision  should  be  made  for 
taming  wAth  precision  the  amount  of  fosses 
•ined  by  tSe  said  Ignace  Delino. 
l)ie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WjjUe,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  '"An 
ic|ijr  the  rehef  of  the  heirs  of  George  Nebin- 
^e!  ^  togeiher  with  the  amendments  reported 
ib*.''to  by  the  felect  committee  ;  the  amendments 
g  been  a'^reed  to,  the  President  reported 
"  '  I  the  House  accordingly,  and  theamend- 
re  co.:;)curred  in,  and  on  the  question, 
^U  the  ac^endments  be  engrossed,  and  the 
•ead  a  ihir-i  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  deter- 
^  iQ  the  aatirmative. 


fbtfj'to  by 
tta^^g   b< 

yoeS|s  wer 


Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1816,"  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

The  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  roads  and  canals,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mabon,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  uniil  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays 
9,  as  follows: 

YiAB — Messrs.  Barry.  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Gaillard,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampahire,  Roberta,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  Varnum,  and  Williams. 

NiTs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Horsey,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Ruggics,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  settling 
theconipensation  of  the  commissioners,  clerk,  and 
translator  of  the  board  for  land  claims  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  law  of  costs;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  sale  of  lots  owned  by  the  United  States, 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford, 
Elisha  Fisher,  and  Company,  Thomas  Clifford, 
and  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son  ;"  and  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  Houseaccordingly  ;and  theamendment  having 
been  concurred  in,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the 
amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon°the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  requesting  the  honorable  Nathan 
Sanford,  a  member  of  ihe  Senate,  may  be  per- 
miilcd  to  attend  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  appointed   to  inquire 


301 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


I 


302 


April,  1816. 


Proceedmgt. 


Senate, 


into  the  official  conduct  of  Judge  Tallmadge,  to 
be  examined  touching  the  subjects  contained  in 
a  report  relating  to  the  alledged  misconduct  of 
Judge  Tallmadge,  in  his  office,  as  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  District  Court  for  the  State  of  New 
York.  They  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;" 
in  wliich  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readino'. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
third  instant,  directing    him    to    lay    before  the  I 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  sums  expended  in  the  , 
purchase  or    manufacture  of  arms  and  military  ' 
equipments  for  the  militia,  in  pursuance  of  the  I 
act  of  the  23d  of  April,  1808,  entitled  "An  act  : 
making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States  ;"  ; 
and  also  a  statement  of  the  arms  and  military  ' 
equipments,   which  have  been  fo  provided,   and 
of  the  distribution  thereof.     And  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  TicHLNOR  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Depart-  j 
ment  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  with  as  little  | 
delay  as  possible,  a  sutement  of  the  Military  Estab-  ' 
lishmcnt  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1788,  therein 
dutinguishmg  the  general  staff,  with    the  expense  of 
the   said  staff  the  whole  year  ;  and  a  like   statement 
for  the  years  1791,  1794,  1798,  1803,  1809,  1813,  and 
1815,  respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Briggs;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
the  further  consideration  (hereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 


TtJESDAY,  April  9. 

Mr.  Barbocr,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Ignace  Chalmet  Delino,  deceased  ;  and  the  bill 
was  read.  anJ  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  certain 
alterations  in  the  mode  of  transacting  the  busi- 
ness of  Congress,  recommend  the  following  res- 
olutions : 

Rtaolwd,  That,  on  the  adjournment  of  any  Congreaa, 
the  unfinished  business,  to  wit,  bills,  retolulions,  and 
reporU  of  committees,  shall  remain  at  the  next  session 
of  the  same  Congress  in  the  same  situation  they  were 
at  the  time  of  the  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerks  of 
the  respective  Houses  to  keep  a  docket  of  the  business 
in  the  order  in  which  it  is  presented  ;  and  to  preserve 
all  the  documenU  and  papers  in  relation  to  it;  and  it 
iball  be  the  duty  of  tlie  proper  officers  to  preserve  for 
the  use  of  the  Houses,  and  left  upon  the  tables  of  the 
members,  so  that  they  may  be  ready  for  rc-delivery  and 
uae  at  the  ensuing  seasion  of  the  same  Congreaa.' 


The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting 
the  attendance  of  the  honorable  Nathan  Sanford 
a  member  of  the  Senate,  before  the  committee  ol^ 
that  House,  for  tlie  purposeof  giving  his  testimony 
in  the  matter  under  examination  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, concerning  the  alledged  misconduct  of 
Matthias  B.  Tallmadge,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
District  Court  for  the  State  of  New  Yo'rk. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  King  submitted  ihe  following 
motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  of  yeater- 
day,  do  allow  the  attendance  of  the  honorable  Nathan 
Sanford,  a  member  of  this  House,  before  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  his  testimony  in  the  matter  under  examination 
of  the  said  committee,  concerning  the  alleged  miscon- 
duct of  Matthias  B.  Tallmadge,  one  of  the  Judgea  of 
the  District  Court  for  the  Sute  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  relative  to 
the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail,  in 
certain  cases  ;  and  the  bill  was  read  ;  and  on  the 
question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  second 
lime  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  acl 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  George  xVebinger," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
The  tale  was  amended  by  adding  thereto,  "  and 
of  Landon  Carter." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1816,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  with  amendments,  the  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  concurred  in,  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended?"  ii  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  more  convenient 
arrangement  of  the  limes  and  places  of  holding 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campuell,  from  the  committee  nppointed 
on  so  much  of  the  .Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an 
UuilormNdtiooaiCurrency,to  whom  wasreferred 
the  petition  of  Talcotl  Wolcott,  made  a  report, 
together  with  the  following  resolution: 
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lUtolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  oug^ht 
to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 

e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be- 

ilf  of  the  United  Slates,  for shares  m  the 

ipital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
jjdnal  Company;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Var- 
;^I.'M.  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
ajtjried  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 
"''The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Tion  made  the  Sth  instant,  directing  the  Sec- 
tary of  fbe  War  Department  to  lay  before  the 
etiate  a  statement  of  the  Military  Establishment 
the  United  States,  fur  the  years  1788.  1791, 
94.  1798,  1803,  1809.  1813.  and  1815,  respec- 
yely  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 
Mr.  VxRicM  communicated  sundry  documents 
be  filed  vjfith  the  petition  of  Sarah  Jarvis.  and 
jierb,  prafing  payment  of  the  balance  which 
Crfiy  be  foufid  due  to  Leonard  Jarvis,  deceased. 
j^  services. during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
i?«The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'yi||  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
«ie  District  of  Columbia;  and  on  the  question, 
yShall  this  bill  be  engrossed  anil  read  a  third 
*^me?"  it  v|as  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'hole,  thejconsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
I  for  the  jelief  cf  certain  claimants  to  lands  in 
e  district  J)f  Vincennes."  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
jr^ding.       .; 

'v;Mr.  CamJ'bell  gave  notice  thai  he  should  ask 
"iive  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of 
ennessee  ).q  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on 
2r>rtain  entiies  and  locations  of  lands  therein  de- 
ribed. 
Ijj'Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
*rp  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  the  maritime  pre- 
Wncts  of  thfe  United  States. 
^.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
hole,  thff  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
e  entry  of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletown  ; 
id  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
Mild  read  ajthird  time?''  it  was  determined  in  the 
rmative*' 

The  Sen^ile  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

hole.  ih<i  co.nsideration  of  the   resolution  for 

Tinting  thi?  laws  relative  to  naturalization  ;   and 

a   the  question.    -Shall   this  resolution  be  en- 

ossed  anj-l   read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 

ined  in  tlie  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
nounced^o  the  Senate  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
icHARD  f^TANFORD.  a  member  of  the  House  of 
epresentayives  from  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
a.  and  tU'it  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-mor- 
w  at  12  oklock.  Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
AcoN.      ; 

S  Resolved,  hnanimonxly.  That  the  Senate  will  attend 
e  funeral   of  the  Hon.  Richihd  8ta?«F()Hu,  late  a 
ember  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  State 
North  Carolina,  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock;  and,  as  a 
timony  ot  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
7  ^lU  go  mto  mourning,  and  wear  a  black  crape 
nnd  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


MILIT.\RY  SERVrCEB. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war.  and  for  other  purposes."  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
ment proposed,  amended  as  follows: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  donations  of  land  be 
granted  to  all  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  who  were 
in  service,  and  who  have  been  disbanded  in  reducing 
the  army  conformably  to  the  act  of  third  March,  1815, 
and  who  shall  not  have  been  reinstated  in  the  army  by 
the  seventeenth  of  .May  next,  to  wit:  to  each  .Major 
General,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres . 
to  each  Brigadier  General,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres;  to  each  Colonel  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  nme  hundred  and  sixty  acres  ;  to  each  Major, 
eight  hundred  acres  ;  to  etch  Captain,  6ix  hundred  and 
forty  acres  ;  to  each  subaltern,  four  hundred  and  eight) 
acres ;  and  to  officers  of  tlie  medical  and  other  stall', 
who  have  no  rank,  in  proportion  to  their  pay  according 
to  the  Kcale  aibresaid. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10. 
nays  12,  as  follows: 

Veas — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit.  Fro- 
raentin,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Macon,  Ruggles.and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour.  Daggett.  Dana,  (iore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  King,  Masou  of  New  Hampehirc.  Mor- 
row, Talbot,  Tail,  and  Varnum. 


Wedne3day,  April  10. 

The  Senate  assembled,  and  adiouroed  to   11 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thlrsdav.  April  11. 

The  bill  for  settling  the  compensation  of  the 
commissioners,  clerk,  and  translator,  of  the  board 
for  land  claims  in  the  western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana, 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  lots  owned  by 
the  United  Slates,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Ignace  Chalmet  Delino.  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolutions  reported  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot 
making  certain  alterations  in  the  mode  of  trans- 
acting the  business  of  Congress,  were  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Talcott  Wolcott;  whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ou^ht  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tiie  more  conve- 
nient arrangement  of  the  times  and  places  oi 
holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,'' 
was  read  the  secoou  time. 

Mr.  Brow.\.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
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referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further   John  Crosby,  jun.;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
provision  for  settling  claims  to  land  in  tiie  Terri-  "    " 


tory  of  Illinois,"  reported  it  with  amendments ; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Barbocr,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1816,"  re[)orted  it  with  an  amend- 


ment; which  was  read. 


Mr.  RocGLEri.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  and  defin- 
ing the  duties  of  tlie  Judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the  courts  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases 
arising  in  the  said  Territory."  reported  it  with 
amendments;  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Ross  and  Samuel  Breck.  surviving  executors  of 
John  Ross,  deceased  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Hamon;"'  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton  ;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  minor  children  of  Zacquill  Morgan,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  United  States  Army;''  a  bill,  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Manassah  Miner;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  for  the  relief  of  a  compa- 
ny of  the  twentieth  brigade  of  Virginia  militia, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  W^almsley," 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
B.  Parish;"  a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Todd ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  William  Flood  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'•An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  Shaler  ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  O'Flyng 
Abigail  O'Flyng.  and  Edmund  O'Flyng;"  a  bill. 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap 
Catesby  Jones;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  district  of  Jeffersonville.  at  the  land 
office  in  said  district;"'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young. 
William  Moseley.  and  William  Leech;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  payment  of  the  Militia 
in  the  case  therein  mentioned;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  payment 
for  the  court-house  of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Rufus  S.  Reed,  and  Daniel  Dobbins;"  a  bill,  en- 
tilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  commissions  of 
the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  du- 
ties, and  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  'An  act 
further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage  ;''  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county 
of  Clinton,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York ;"  a  bill,  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Crosby,  and 


I  he  relief  of  Taylor  dtMcNeal.  Evans  «fc  McNeal, 
and  Henry  and  John  McLeister ;''  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  oi  goods 
entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine ;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  acts  of  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina, 
authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charleston  to  im- 
pose and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
from  foreign  ports,  and  to  acts  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  authorizing  the  imposition  and  collec- 
tion of  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  increase  the  compensations  now 
allowed  by  law  to  inspectors,  measurers,  weigh- 
ers, and  gangers,  employed  in  the  collection  of 
the  customs;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General 
AssemMy  of  the  State  of  Virginia;"'  also.,  a  'Res- 
olution requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  to  com- 
pile and  print,  once  in  every  two  years,  a  register 
of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;"  in  which 
bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  thirty  bills,  and  the  resolution  last  brought 
up  for  concurrence,  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincen- 
nes," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  concerning  the  entry  of  vessels  at  the 
port  of  Middletown.  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  for  printing  the  laws  relative  to 
naturalization,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  eutiiled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1S16,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  blank  filled. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

.Mr.  Lacock  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  compensation  of  the  commissioner  and 
clerk,  authorized  by  an  act.  entitled  "  An  act  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  3tates,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  . 

With  a  view  to  the  more  convenient  arrangement 
of  the  important  and  growing  business  connected  with 
the  grant  of  exclusive  rights  to  inventors  and  authors,  I 
recommend  the  establishment  of  a  distinct  office  with- 
in the  Department  of  State,  to  be  charged  therewith, 
under  a  director,  with  a  salary  adequate  to  his  services, 
and  with  the  privilege   of  franking  communications 
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2by  mail  fr«m   ind  to  th«  office.     I  recommend,  also, 

•  that  furlhe;'   restraint?    be    imposed   on   the  iasue   of 


patents  fo\jfrongful  claimants,  and  further  guards  pro- 
vided against  fraudulent  exactions  of  fees  by  persons 


,  >  possessed  of  patents 
Apkil  U,  1816. 


JAMES  MADISON. 


^     The  Message  was  read. 

J  Mr.  Da(<a  a.sked  and  obtaioed  leave  to  bring 
«Jio  a  bill  conceruiog  the  maritime  precincts  ot" 
tihe  UniteJ  &ates;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
P'passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbell  a>ked  and  obtained  leave   to 
■bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on   certain 
^^Dtries  and  locations  of  lands  therein  described  ; 
J«ind  the  bitl  was  read,  and    passed  to  the  second 
j/eadiDg. 

ii  The  Prkside.n  r  communicated  a  report  of  the 
♦■Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  exhibiting 
|l<he  names'of  the  clerks  employed  in  the  several 
J'j)ffices  attached  to  that  Department,  and  the  sums 
f;^ivea  to  each  for  the  year  1815;  and  the  report 
.'was  read. 

The  Seuate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

'hole,  thi"  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

ci  makinj^  further  provision  for  military  services 

>4iunQg  th(j  last  war,  and  for  other  purposes,  to- 

'^ether  wiiii  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 

;•  ibe  select  ^ojnmiitee  ;  and  the  amendments  hav- 

'  }Dg  been   disagreed   to,  the  President  reported 

ihe  bill  to  {he  House ;  and  on  the  question,  ''Shall 

this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  determined 

£Q  the  affifinative — yeas  15,  nays  9,  as  follows  : 

,     Yeas — Messrs.    Barbour,    Barry,    Brown,    Condit, 

fromenlin,[Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  .Mor- 

idvr,  Robcr|«,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Turner,  and 

IVilliams.    ' 

,j.  Nats— ^.e88^s.  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
liunter,  T4it,  Thompson,  Tichcnor,  Varnum,  and 
jV'ells. 

Increase  of  salaries. 

The  Sejiate  resumed,  as  in  Committe  of  the 
iVhole,  thtj  consideration  of  the  bill  providint^  for 
4he  increaite  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  6ov- 
vnraeot  tl<erein  mentioned. 
;  On  moti^>n,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  to  strike  out  from 
ine  37  to  line  79.  of  the  bill,  comprehending  all 
{he  judges,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  5,  nay*>  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mi-ssrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
filbot,  and jfurner. 

*  Nats — Mescrs.   Brown,    Chace,    Condit,    Daggett, 

Dana,    Frot^ientin,    Gaillard,   Goldsborough,    Hunter, 

►.acock,  Mavion,  .Morrow,  Roberts,   Ruggles,  Sanford,' 

k'ait,  Thomjison,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  W'ilhams. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Preside.nt 

5umed  iht;  Chair,  and  Mr.  Barry  reported  the 

II  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  ques- 

|iijD,  "Sba^l   this  bill   be   engrossed  and   read  a 

|Mrd  time  ?'  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— 

lieas  12,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

r*.  YtAS — .M«^6srs.  Barry,  Brown,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
*  funter,  Lac?ck,  Macon,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Tur- 
ti,  aiid  Wuiiame. 

i 


NiTR— Messrs.  Btrboor,  Chace,  Condit,  Dana. 
Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Thomp- 
son, Varnum,  and  Wells. 


Friday,  April  12. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGU  presented  the  petition  of 
Bernard  O'Neil.  and  also  the  petition  of  William 
F.  Abbott  and  others,  praying  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
during  tlie  late  war,  as  stated  in  the  peliiioot, 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment  for    the  court-house   of  Hamilton,  in   the 
State  of  Ohio."   was  read   the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  fur  the  payment  of 
the  militia  in  the  case  therein  mentioned,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
•supervisors  of  the  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  State 
of  New  York."  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  a 
company  of  the  twentieth  brigade  of  Virginia 
militia,  commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Walm- 
sley,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  •  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Patrick  O'Flyng,  and  Abigail  O'Flyng,  and  Ed- 
mund  O'Flyng,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Flood,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wilson,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  'Aq  act  lor  the  relief  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington 
Bridge  Company,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  -'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
mas Ap  Catesby  Jones."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  -'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ru- 
fus  S.  Reed  and  Daniel  Dobbins,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tay- 
lor &  McNeal.  Evans  &  McNeal.  and  Henry  and 
John  McLeistir,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  jr.,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asher 
Palmer,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale 
ol  lauds  forfeited  to  the  United  States  m  the  dis- 
trict of  Jeflersonville.  at  the  land  office   in   said 
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district,"  was  read  the  second  tinse,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
.Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Audrain,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  com- 
missions now  allowed  by  law  to  inspectors,  mea- 
surers, weighers,  and  gaugers,  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  customs."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  commis- 
sions of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  inter- 
nal duties,  and  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
'An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,' "  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wheaton,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Daggett. 
Sanford.  and  GoLDaBORODOH.  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Hamon,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  minor  children  of  Zacquill  Morgan, 
late  a  captain  in  the  United  States'  Army."  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  bill  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Ross  and  Samuel  Breck.  surviving  exec- 
utors of  John  Ross,  deceased,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
nassah  Miner."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  B.  Farisb,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Todd,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Ephraim  Shaler,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young.  William  Mose- 
ley,  and  William  Leech,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  refer. ed  to  the  same  comraittep. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul 
D.  Butler,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  acts  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, auihorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charleston 
to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of 
vesfcels   from  foreign  ports;  and    to  acts  of  the 


Slate  o.  Georgia,  authorizing  the  iraposiiion  and 
collection  of  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  in 
the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's  •'  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hampden,  in  the 
District  of  Maine,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two  years,  a 
register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil,  military 
and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales! 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  concerning  the  maritime  precincts  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  9th  instant,  by  Mr.  Kino 
which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows:  ' 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  8th  instant,  do  allow  the  attendance  of  the 
honorable  .Nathan  Sanford,  a  member  of  this 
House,  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  tes- 
timony in  the  matter  under  examination  of  the 
said  committee coDcerningthe  alleged  misconduct 
of  Matthias  B.  Tallmadge,  one  of  the  jud'^es  of 
the  district  court  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia 
(authorizing  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
Distri(ft  of  Columbia,  the  property  of  persons 
coming  to  reside  here.)  was  read  a  third  time- 
and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  13,  nays  16  as 
follows:  ' 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Fromentin, 
Gadlard,  Goldsborough,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, Roberts,  Tait,  Turner,  and  WiJIiums. 

Nats— Measra.  Condit,  D.-iggett,  Dana,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Rug- 
glea,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Varnum 
Wells,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  military  services  during  the  late  war 
and  for  other  purposes"  was  read  a  third  time; 
and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass  ?"  it  was' 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  12,  nays  13,  as 
follows : 

Ykab — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Condit,  Fromentin, 
Lacock,  .Macon,  Morrow,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Turner, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

^  Nats— Messrs.  Dnggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  .Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Roberta,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Varnum,  and 
Wells. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  last  mentioned,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  18,  nays 
12,  as  follows: 

^  i'EAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Turner, 
Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nais — .Messrs.  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Roberts, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  Varnum. 
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The  question  recurring.  "  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?" 
it  was  Jeterrained  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
nays  14.  as  follows  : 

ViAS-j-Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Gondii,  Fromentin,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of 
\'iri!;inia,(  Morrow,  Ruggies,  San  ford,  Talbot,  Turner, 
WilliajQ<^  and  Wilson. 

NAT»-i-Me«ar8.  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Hirsey,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Rjbertd,  Tail,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Varnum, 
and  Wel^s. 

So  It  <vas  Htsolced.  That  this  bill  pass. 
1  Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
J  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate 
i  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  reported  it 
,  wall  amendments,  which  were  read. 
J  A  raeisage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
|.  informeu  the  S-^nate  that  the  House  have  passed 
'a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Crawforil,  Frederick   Bates,  and  William    Gar- 


\ 


{ 


authorizing  the 
James  Levins-" 


*  rard  ;"  a.  bill,  eniitled  "An  act 
*^.  paymentiof  a  sum  of  money  to  ^.,  ^^,,,.^, 

M*  a  bill,  eniitled  'An  act  for  the  free  importation  of 
^stereotype  plates,  and  to  encourage  the  printing 
^>'.and  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  by 
^{jlhe  Bibl^e  Societies  within  the  United  States;" 
Ji  a  bill.  en;iitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
i^  of  Alexander  Roxburgh  ;■' a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 


\ 


i     providing  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the 
I    British  llrt  at  the  .Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot 
5    of  the  Rapids,  and  for  other   purposes  ;"  a  bill.  ! 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  I 
')  of  land  at  the  Jower  rapids  of  Sandusky  river ;"  ! 
V  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  distribu-  , 
"  i  tion  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  among  the  j 
captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels  captured  and  re- 
stored toHhe  Dey  of  Algiers;"  a  bill. entitled  "An  ! 
act  to  alr^r  certain  parts  of  the  act  providing  for  i 
the  govi^nment  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;"" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  , 
Dick.  W^Jliain  Bruce,  and  Asa  Kiichell;"  also,  a 
bill,  entiiled  "An 


i 


t 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
act  to  abolish  the  existing  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled  within  the  United  Slates,  and  to  lay  other 
duties  in  lieu  of  those  at  present  imposed  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,''  toge- 
ther with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee.  Mr.  Vah.nlm  was  recjuested 
to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  to  strike  out  of 
section  4,  line  7,  the  word /owr.  and  insert  in  heu 
thereof /Art^e,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  9,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barry,  Campbell,  Chace,  Goldsbo- 
rough, Macon,  Morrow,  Kuggles,  Talbot,  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromenlin,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Robert?, 
Tail,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Wells. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 

resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Var.num  reported  it 

to  the  House,  accordingly.     And,  on  the  question. 

'  '*  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 

I  read  a  third   time  as  amended?"'  li  was  deter- 

I  mined  in  the  affirmative. 

I      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

!  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory 

to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 

■  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 

j  on  an  equal   footing  with   the  original  States,'" 

together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 

by  the  select  committee  ;  and  the  hill  having  been 

amended,  the  PnEdiOE.NT  re{)orted  it  to  the  House 

accordingly. 

Ou  motion  by  Mr.  Goldsborough,  to  strike  out 
of  section  3.  lines  4  and  5.  after  the  word  "  elec- 
tion." "and  shall  have  paid  a  county  or  territo- 
rial tax."  It  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  9,  nays  13,  as  follows  : 

YtAs — Messrs.  Barry,  Chace.  Gaillard,  Goldsbo- 
rough, Macon,  Talbot,  Turner,  \  arnum,  Williams. 

Nais — -Messrs.  Barbour,  Browu,  Campbell,  Condit, 
f'roraentin,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 


enured  "An  act  to  increase  the  pension  of 
y  Williarru  Munday  ;"  with  an  amendment  ;— in 

I]  J^"?  ^''!^  '^^y  request  the  concurrence  of  the  ;  shurMorrow,  RoberU.,  Ruggles,  Tail,  and  Tichenor 
fcjenate.  Ihey  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  fo  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriatiijnsfor  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  181p,"  except  that  which  proposes  to  insert 
a  new  section  to  the  bill,  to  which  they  disagree. 
The  Si;nate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment to  jhe  bill  last  mentioned,  disagreed  to  by 

ij  the  Houje  of  Representatives.     Whereupon, 

5*      Resolved.  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

^      The  Sienate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 


^;mentof  ^he  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 

;■  entiiled  'An  act  to  increase  the  pension  of  Wil- 

'  liam  Mu^iday."     Whereupon. 

,»      Resoled.  That  they  di>agree  thereto. 

I     Mr.  Li. 


The  amendments  having  been  concurred  in, 
on  the  question.  "Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed?" it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


r.  Jjacock  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brint^ 
billimaking  further  appropriations  for  the 
■|year  ISlf ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
i4the  secoi^d  reading. 

|j     The  n^ne  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
•^wtre  reajd,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 
The  ^enate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Satlhday,  April  13. 
Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Upton  and  Thomas  Adams,  praying  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  payment  of  certain  bonds  given 
for  duties  on  the  goods  found  in  the  stores  at  Cas- 
tiue,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  upon  the 
re-occupation  of  that  place  by  the  United  States, 
under  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  Barbol  r.  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  wa>  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  and  Abigail 
O'Flyng.  and  Edmund  O'Flyug,"  reported  it 
withoiu  amendment. 
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Mr.  Brow!».  from  the  committee  fo  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  Sa- 
line, near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  years."  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Wash- 
ington Bridge  Company,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  B.\rbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Flood."  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbolr,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relivf  of  Joseph  Wilson."  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbocr,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  a  com- 
pany of  the  20ih  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Jonathan  Walrasley,"  report- 
ed it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bahbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  for  the  county  court-house 
of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio."  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Baeboub.  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of 
Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York."  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  widow  and  minor  children  of  Zacquill 
Morgan,  late  a  captain  in  the  United  States' 
Army,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  e»tiiled  "An  act  for 
ttie  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton."  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young. 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech."  reported 
It  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Hamon,""  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and  Samuel  Breck, 
surviving  executors  of  John  Ross,  deceased,"  re- 
lK)rted  it  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Manassah  Miner,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  wa?  read. 

Mr.  Daqqett.  from  the  same  committee,  to 


whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Ephraim  Shaler,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbocr.  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  William  and  Robert  Patterson,  of  Balti- 
more, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Joseph  Nourse,  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  praying  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tion, as  stated  in  the  memorial,  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  12th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton."  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  till  or  otherwise. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands 
therein  described,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill  making  forther  appropriations  for  the 
year  1816.  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  certain  parts 
of  the  act  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Missouri  Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
Morrow.  Ruggles.  and  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  among 
the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels  captured  and 
restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers."  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Frederick  Bates,  and  William 
Garrard."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  Lower  Rapids  of 
Sandusky  river."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  at  the  British  fort  at  the 
Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Dick,  William  Bruce,  and  Asa  Kitchell," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Alexander  Roxburgh."'  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,"  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 
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\ 


n     Tlie  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  for  the  free  ioiporta- 

rition  of  sjereoiype   plates,  and  to  encourage  the 

ypriDting  i»nd  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Scrip- 

jtures  by  .ihe  Bible   Societies    within   the  United 

;  JStates,"  .'was  r^ad  the  .second  tinif,  and  referred 

yto  the  Ci)mmiiiee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform 
NationalvCurrency,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
^  The  a».nendinents  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
■llo  enablt>the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to 
?^form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
iifor  the  admission  of  such  State  into  tlie  Union 
Mon  an  e^ual  footing  with  the  original  Slates," 
^^haviiig  bi-en  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
IJengrossefl,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
ft  araendeci 

1^      Resoltkd,    That    this   bill    pass    with   amend- 
^ments.    \ 

I     The  ainendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 

^abolish    (he    existing    duties    on    spirits  distilled 

4  within  ifce  United  Stales,  and  to  lay  other  duties 

'  f  io   lieu  ojf  those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to 

;  I  disiillers'of  spirituous  liquors,"  having  been  re- 

'  Imported  bjr  the  curaraittee  correctly  engros^^ed.  the 

Hbill  wa-<  j-ead  a  ihird  lime  as  amended. 
Hesoliied,  That  this  bill  pass  wiih  an  aineod- 
\*ment.      ) 

*  Mr.  BiiowN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
Ijl  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
;•  the  issuifig  of  a  grant  to  Major  General  Jackson 

•  jfur  a  tra*;!  of  land;  and  the   bill  was  read,  and 

•  pas>ed  tij  the  second  reading. 
A  mej^age  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
|s|a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Comptrol- 
Rler  of  thu  Treasury  to  cancel  certain  export  bonds 
Tjexecuted^  by  Caspar  C.  Schutle;"  a  bill,  entitled 

*  .'*An  act  vooSrming  the  titles  of  certain  purchas- 
^'ers  of  li'^nd  who  purchased  from  the  Board  of 
«'  Trusteesiof  the  Vincennes  University,"  a  bill,  en- 
jl'tiiled  -A*!  actfjr  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle;'' 
\ia  bill,  eiititled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Young 
j<^.  King,  a  ohief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians;"  a 
■•bill,  enii:led  ''An  act  granting  to  Amos  Spafford 
1^  the  right  of  pre-empiion;"  a  bill,  entitled  "Anaci 
f,  rewdrdii.g  ilie  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitu- 
tion for  rhe  capture  of  the  British  sloop  of  war 

^Levant,'?  a    bill,   entitled    ''An   act   concerning 
»  Pharaohi  Farrow  and  others,"  the   bill,  entitled 
J ''An  act  lor  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children 
,.ot  Charljs  Dolph,  deceased;"  a  bill,  entitled  'An 
^.act  auihijrizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
,   toJuhn  T.  Courtney  and   Samuel   Harrison,  or 
'■their  lfg)l  representatives;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
i*"An  aciaior  the  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Tru- 
rdeau;"  itijwhich  bills  ihey  request  the  concurrence 
[fof  the  St^nate.     They  have  passed  the  bill,  enli- 
'jlled  "An. act  providing  lor  the  settlement  of  cer- 
tain accounts  against  the    Library  of  Congress, 
rand  for  rjther   purposes,"   with  amendments,  in 
^jwhich  thtfy  request  ihe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
IJ     The  teja  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
^were  read,  and   severally  passed    to  the  second 
jreadinff.  ' 

On  (i)ution,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  it   was  agreed 
I  thai  ihe 'considcraiion  of  the   bill,  entitled  "An 
f]  aci  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 


together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee,  be  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
directing  medals  to  be  struck,  and,  together  with 
the  thanks  of  Concress,  presented  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Harrison  and  Governor  Shelby,  and  for  other 
purposes. — Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  striking  out  therefrom  ''  Major  General 
William  Henry  Harrison,"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mesurs.  Dana,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Hunter,  King, 
Lacock,  Muaon  of  New  Hampshire,  Robert*,  Tail, 
Thompson,  Tichcnor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messri.  Barbour,  Barry,  Condit,  Horsey, 
Macon.  Morrow.  Huggies,  Talbot,  Wells,  Williams, 
and  Wilson. 

The  resolution  having  been  amended,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Roberts,  ihe  further  consideration 
thereof  wa<  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resutued,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Uepre«enlatives  to  ad- 
journ their  respective  Houses  on  the  22d  day  of 
April,  1816,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  ihe  fur- 
ther cousideraitoQ  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  organizing  ihe  general  staff,  and  making 
further  provision  for  the  Army  of  ihe  United 
Stales,"  and  the  bill  having  been  amended  the 
Pke6ide.nt  reported  it  to  the  House  accordiogljr ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  liquidation  of  certain  claims  and  for 
other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PRE.siDEtiT  re- 
ported u  to  ihe  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  to  concur  in  the 
first  amendment  proposed,  as  amended  as  follows 

"Section  1,  line  7,  after  '  casualty,' insert  'and  in 
all  cases  where  officers  or  agents  of  the  militia,  whe- 
ther in  the  line  or  stafli  may  have  accounts  to  settle 
with  the  Government  of  the  L'niled  States,  and  diffi- 
culties shall  arise  under  existing  laws  from  loss  of 
vouchers,  or  from  unavoidable  casualty." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  f>,  nays 
IS,  as  follows: 

Veas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Fromentin. 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts.  Talbot,  and  William.s. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett. 
Dana,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Macon,  .Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tail,  Thompson. 
Tichenor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

The  oilier  amendments  having  been  concurred 
in,  on  the  question   '  Shall  the  ameodmeats  be 
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engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  Senate   resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  additional  i 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment,and  raainiaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
a  direct  tax  upon   the  United  States,  and  to  pro-  j 
vide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  to-  I 
gether  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  ' 
the  select  committee  ;  and  the  amendments  hav- 1 
ing  been  agreed  to,  the   Preside.nt  reported  the  , 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly.  , 

On    the   question   to  concur   in   the   following 
amendment  proposed. — Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill  ' 
the  followingsection : 

"Sic.  — .  Provided  alwayt  and  be  it  further  enacted,  \ 
That  the  eijualization  and  apportionment  of  the  direct  i 
tax  made  in    the  year    1815,  by  the  board  of  principal 
assessors  for  the  State  of  Delaware,  ia  virtue  of  the  be-  "• 
{ore  recited  art,  entitled  "An  act,  to  provide  additional  j 
revenues   for  defraying  the   expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  laying  a  direct  , 
tax  upon  the  Tnitcd  Stales,  and  to  provide  for  the  as- 
sessing and  collecting  the  same,"  shall  not  be  in  force  ' 
or  have  any  eflfect  as  it  relates  to  ihat  Slate's  quota  of' 
the  direct   tax  imposed  by  the  act  of  Congress   passed  ' 
the  fifth  day  of  March,  Ifilfi,  or  that  shall  be  imposed 
by  any  subsequent  act  of  Congress  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  I 
duty  of  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors  again  to  ^ 

convene  in  general  meeting,  on   the day  of ' 

next,  at in    the  said   State,  and  then   and   there  I 

diligently  and  carefully  re-consider  and  re-examine  the 
several  lists  of  valuation  for  the  direct  tax  for  the  said 
State,  for  the  year  1H14,  and  they  shall  have  power  to 
revise,  alter,  re-adjust,  and  equalize  the  several  lists  of 
valuation  aforesaid  for  the  counties  of  the  said  State 
respectively,  by  adding  thereto  or  deducting  therefrom 
such  a  rate  per  centum  as  shall  render  the  valuation 
of  the  said  counties  relatively  equal,  according  to  the 
present  actual  ready-money  value  of  the  properly  as- 
sesiied  and  contained  in  the  said  lists  of  valuation  ;  and 
shall  thereupon  apportion  to  each  county  in  the  said 
State,  a  quota  of  the  tax.  bearing  the  same  proportion 
to  the  whole  direct  tax  impo.sed  on  the  Slate,  as  the 
»SK'"^gate  valuation  of  each  county  bearh  to  the  aggre- 
gate valuation  of  the  State;  and  the  valuation,  equal- 
ization, and  apportionment  so  made  by  the  board  of 
principal  assessors  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  full  force  and 
operation,  and  remain  unchanged,  subject  only  to  the 
exceptions  containt-d  in  the  first  section  of  this  act; 
and  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors  shall,  within 
twenty  days  after  tht  ir  meeting  as  hereinbefore  directed, 
complete  the  said  reviaion,  equalization,  and  apportion- 
ment, and  shall  record  the  same,  and  in  all  respects 
not  herein  otherwise  directed,  shall  conform  to  the 
provisions  contained  in  the  act  in  this  section  first- 
above  recited  ;" 

It  was  deiermmed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16. 
nay.s  6,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell.  Chace, 
Gaillard.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Morrow,  Rug- 
gles, SanforJ,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Mess's.  Condit,  .Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Roberts,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

The  amendments  having  been  concurred  in. 


on  the  question  ''Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Monday,  April  15. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  theCoramitteeon  Naval  Affairfi 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,*'  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rufus  S.  Reed  and  Daniel  Dobbins,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Asher  Palmer,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ihe  re- 
lief of  John  Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  jr."  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Taylor  and  McNeal,  Evan  and  McNeal, 
and  Henry  and  John  McLeisier."  reported  it  with- 
out ainendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hamp- 
den, in  the  District  of  Maine,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia  therein  named,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

0.1  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  as  relates  to  roadsand  canals,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
ISih  of  March,  instructing  iliem  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  laying  out  a  national  or  mili- 
tary road  from  the  town  of  Washington, in  Penn- 
sylvania, to  Sandusky  Bay;  and  the  resolution 
of  the  Isl  instant  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  subscribe  Dfiy  thousand  dollars 
to  the  Great  Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Naviga- 
tion Company;  and  also  the  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Middlesex  Canal,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  be  respectively  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
a  direct  lax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  ihe  blanks  were  filled. 

Resolved,  Thit  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  proceeded   to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Reprejsenia lives  to  the  bill, 
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f«niitled  'lAn  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of 
ertain  accounts  against  the  Library  of  Congress, 
♦and  for  eftablishiog  the  salary  of  the  Librarian." 
*Whereufi)n, 

Resolvi^,  That   they  concur  therein,  and  that 
|the  title  !je  amended  by  inserting  after  the  word 
;:i  ■  Congrets,"  "  for  extending  the  privilege  of  using 
ijihe  book.>;  therein.'' 

^  Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
xwas  referred  the  bili,  entitled  ''An  act  directing 
^»the  di.<chargeof  EbenezerKeeler  and  John  Francis 
jiVora  iraprisoonjent,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
^  inent. 

jrj  The  bilj  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  theComp- 
^'troller  of- the  Trea«ury  to  cancel  certain  export 
^onds  exfjcuted  by  Caspar  C.  Schutile,"  was  read 
-[the  secontl  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
xon  Finanire  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 
h  The  bin  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ofYoung 
.jKing.  a  c^lief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  uf  Indians,"  was 
Iread  the  .-econd  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
,iuittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

[:.  The  bill.  entHled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
■j Thomas  H.  Boyle."  was  read  the  second  time, 
-and  referred  to  the  comm  ttee  on  the  memorial 


» "of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
ij     The   bni.   entitled   "An  "  " 

rfCharles  f.eraux  Trudeau," 


act   fur  the  relief  of 

was  read  the  second 

^•;ime,  anc^  referr^'d  to  the  committee  last  men- 

ioned. 

The  bia.  entitled  "An  act  confirmin:;  the  titles 

J*;f  certain;purcha>ersof  land  who  purchased  Irom 

£>he  Boar(J  of  Trustees  of  the  Vincennes  Univer- 

*%ity,"  waT  read  the  second  titae.  and  referred  to 

:iiie  same  oommiitee. 

The   btll.  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  Amos 
*Spafford  jhe  right  of  pre-emption."  was  read  the 
[Second  tnjie,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee 


wool  may  be  free  of  duty,  for  reasons  slated  m 
the  petition  ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor. 
Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  praying 
Congress  to  repeal  the  present  duty  on  coal,  and 
leave  the  article  free  from  taxation  altogether,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Ca.mpbell.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  fix  the 
commissions  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax 
and  internal  duties,  and  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  compensations  now  allowed  by  law 
to  inspectors,  measurers,  weighers,  and  gauger>, 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs. '  re^ 
ported  It  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  free  importation  of  stereotype  plates,  and  to 
encourage  the  printing  and  gratuitous  distribu- 
tion of  the  Scriptures  by  the  Bible  Societies 
within  the  United  Slates,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Harmaa 
Hendricks,  of  New  York,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  witiidraw  his  petition  and 
papers. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 


•     The  b\\\.  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay-    Hamilton  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
,ment  of  li  sum  of  money  to  John  T.  Courtney  I  to  the  act  passed  the  30th  of  March,  1802.  to  reg- 

i,»nd  Samiiel  Harrison,  or  their  legal  repre^ienta-  I  ulaie  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes 
'.tives."  wjs  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  \  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers;"  a  bill,  en- 
•^ihe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  |  titled  "An  act  providing  fur  thebaic  of  certain 

. :  The  bid,  entitled  ''An  act  rewarding  the  officers  i  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  formerly  set  apart  for 
►>nd  crenijof  the  Constitution  for  the  capture  of  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  r  also  a 
Jjihe  Briti  h  sloop-of-war  Levant,"  was  read  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
\..«econd  ttrne,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  j  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes;"  and  a  "Resolu- 
tion lo  indemnify  Jabez  Mowry  and  others :"  ia 
which  bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  up 
for  concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  tne  comrnitiee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Roxburgh,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  passing  to  a  third  reading  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  liquidation  of  certain  claims,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yea>  11,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Y«i9 — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Chacc,  Dana,  La- 
cock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Turner,  and 
Williams. 
^Ai» — Messrs.  Brown,  Campbell,  Condit,  Daggett, 


^  jnentione. 

X,     The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Pharaoh 

rtFarrow  and  others."  was  read  the  second  time. 

^ind  referreJ  to  the  same  committee. 

^<     The  bi!l.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

g^widowarid  children  of  Charles  Dolph.  deceased." 

llwas  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 

rJDAGGETT  Sa.NFORD.  and  GOLDSBOROUGH.  tO  COQ- 

^jiider  and  report  thereon. 

*    .Mr.  Rcberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Rob- 

jfrt   Wall;  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city  of 

^Philadelptiia.  praying  Congress  to  except  from 

'-f<he  operation  of  the   new   tariff  certain  cotton 

»*50ods  as  shall  be  imported  from  India  under  cer- 

K'ain  circumstances,  as  stated   in  the 

f^<vhich  was  read. 

<**    Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  Levi  Thax- 

Wter  and  o^ilers,  inhabitants  of  Boston  and 

Ncinity,  praying  that  the 


memorial 


Its   VI- 

iraportation  of  sheep's 


I 


i 


I 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


322 


April.  1816. 


Proceedingt. 


Sbmatb 


Gaillard,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  Sanford,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tiche- 
nor,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts, 

liesolced,  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  11th  instant,  recom- 
mending the  establishment  of  a  distinct  office 
within  the  Department  of  State,  to  be  charged 
with  the  business  connected  with  the  grant  of 
exclusive  rights  to  inventors  and  authors,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Roberts,  Macon,  and 
King,  be  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  that  the  President  of  the  Senate 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Renresentatives  be 
authorized  to  close  this  session  oy  the  adjourn- 
ment of  their  respective  Houses,  on  Saturday  the 
:^Oth  day  of  April  instant;  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage," together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  .Mr.  Var- j 
NUM  was  requested  lo  take  the  Chair,  ' 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following  pro- 
posed amendments,  to  wit: 

"Line  180,  strike  out  the  whole  line.  Line  181, 
strike  out  the  whole  hnc,  except  Madeira." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15, 
nays  14,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromen-  I 
tin,  tJaiUarJ,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  1 
King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  ! 
Varnum,  and  Wells.  | 

-'^'at* — Mewrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Condit, 
Dana,  Macon,  .Morrow,  Roberta,  Ruggles,  Talbot, 
Thompson,  Turner,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  on  motion,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Tdesday,  April  16. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  titles  of  certain 
purchasers  of  land  who  purchased  from  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  the  Vincennes  University,"  re- 
ported It  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  author- 
ize the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United  Slates 
in  the  district  of  Jeffersonville,  at  the  land  office 
in  said  district,"  reported  it  wiihoui  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  ihe  lower  rapids  of 
the  Sandusky  river."  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  ihe  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
lor  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  British  fort 
14th  Con.  1st  Skss. — 11 


at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  ihe  foot  of  the  rap- 
ids, and  for  other  purposes."  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  Dick.  William  Bruce,  and  Asa 
Kitchell,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Broun,  from  the  same  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  H.  Boyle,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting 
to  Amos  Spafford  the  right  of  pre-emption,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.BRowN.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Levaux  Trudeau."  reported  it 
with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Crawford.  Frederick  Bates,  and 
William  Garrard."  reported  it  with  amendments  ; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Harrison,  or 
their  legal  representatives,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution  for  the 
capture  of  the  sloop-of-war  Levant,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concern- 
ing Pharaoh  Farrow,"  reported  it  wiihout  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  commiltee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  providing 
for  the  distnbution  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars among  the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels 
captured  and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Al<yiers  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill, entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins." 
reported  u  wiihout  amendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
crease ibe  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  allow  him  a  compensation  for  his  agency 
in  countersigning  and  issuing  Treasury  notes,- 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  widow  and  children  of  Charles  Dulph, 
deceased,"  reported  it  wiihout  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbodr.  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  fur  ihe  relief  of  Young  King,  a  chief  of 
the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,"  re])oried  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  *'rom  the  committee  to  whom 
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cl^as  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  declaring 
|ie  assent  of  Congress  to  acts  of  tlie  State  of 
IJiouth  Carolina,  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
tlharlestoa  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the 
lage  oj  vessel  from  foreign  pons,  and  to  acts 
\kl  ihe  St|te  of  Georgia,  authorizing  the  imposi- 
,  ,ion  and  roUection  of  a  duty  on  tonnage  of  ves- 
titls  in  tho  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's," 
•'ieported  it  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 
\k  The  bill  (o  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  grant  to 
tljajor  General  Andrew  Jackson  for  a  tract  of 
"ind,  was  read  the  second  time. 
\^%  The  rejioluiion  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
Mras  read,  .ind  passed  to  the  second  readmg. 
H  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilson, 

Resolved,   That    the  resolution   requiring  the 
ecretary  of  State  to  compile  and  print  once  in 
very   two  years,  a   register  of  all   officers  and 
^ents.  civil,  miluary,  and  naval,  in  the  service 
t  the  UniUed  Stales,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
iiliee  to  >onsider  and  report  thereon. 
Ordere^t.  That  Messrs.  WiLaoN,  Macon,  and 
ANFORDjibe  the  committee. 
The  bil{'.  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
vet  passec  the  3i)th  of  March.  1SU2,  to  regulate 
irade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
•  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers."  was  read  the 
l^cond  time,  and  referred   to  a  select  committee, 
lessrs.   MoRRou,   Varnum,  and    Barry,  were 
ppoinied'the  committee. 
The  resijlution  to  indemnify  Jabez  Mowry.and 
.■Jthers.  wa<6  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
lie  Comntitlee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
The  bihl.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual  in- 
ease  of  the  Navy  of  the  United   States,"  was 
ad  the  '.econd  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
iitlee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  biU,  entitled  'Aft  act  providing  for  the  sale 
f  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio  formerly  set 
part  for  the  .refugees  from   Canada  and   Nova 
coua."  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred 
the  cor>imittee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bi^,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eli- 
abeth  Hamilton."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ferred  t'->  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
A  mesfage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
formed  ihe  Senate  that  ihe  House  have  passed 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  post  roads  ;"  a 
ill,  entitled  '"An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 

S'ltled  "Aft  act  granting  bounties  in  lands  and  cx- 
ra  pay  trj  certain  Canadian  volunteers,"  a   bill, 
ntitled  'An  act  for  ttie  benefit  of  John  P.  Max- 
well and  itiugh  H.  Maxwell;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
■ct  reguijting  the  currency  within   the  United 
'jtate^;  of  jhe  cold  and  silver  coins  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. France.  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns 
f  Franc*,  and  five  franc  pieces;"  a  bill,  entitled 
An  act  fjr  the  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to 
nd  in  lie  wcbiern  district  of  the  Stale  of  Lou- 
,  isiana  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
Mppointm^nt  of  a  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in 
||he  Terriiories  of  Illinois  and  Mi^souri ;"  also,  a 
*  pill,  emitted  "An  act  fixing  ihe  compensation  of 
J   he  Secr.tary  of  the   Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
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iouse  of  Representatives,  and  making  a  lempo- 
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rary  provision  for  the  clerks  employed  in  their 
offices;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

They  have  passed  the  bill  which  originated  in 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  late 
officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp." 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  reque.st  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate  ;  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate;  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  further  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory," with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  seven  bills  last  brought  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  State.s: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreatntativea  of  the  United  State*  . 

I  lay  before  Congres*  copiea  of  a  convention  con- 
cluded between  the  United  Stales  and  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  on  the  second  day  of  March  last,  as  the  same 
has  b«en  duly  ratified  and  proclaimed.  And  1  recom- 
mend that  such  provision  be  made  by  Congress  as  the 
stipulations  therein  contained  mav  require. 

J.\MES  MADISON 

Apeil   16,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
the  dutiei  on   imports  and  ton- 
V'arnc.m  was  requested   to  take 


act  to 


regulate 


Mr 


nage;"  and 
the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  to  strike  out  of 
line  130,  "forty-five,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — veas  14.  nays  IS,  as  follows: 

Yeas — MesstH.  Harry,  Urown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Cond't,  Fromentin,  Ltcock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rug- 
gles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Tichcnor,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dai?gett,  Dana,  (iaillard. 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
.Macon,  .Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Tail,  Thompson, 
Turner,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tai.rot.  to  insert  at  the  end 
of  line  146.  '•  and  all  other  materials,"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  20.  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Fro- 
mentin,  Lacock,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Williams, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Dana.  Gaillard, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Macon,  .Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  .Sanlord, 
Tail,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  \  arnum,  and 
Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
shire,  the  lurther  consideration  of 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  ilie  ameud- 
ment'5  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Wifson."     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Thai  they  concur  therein. 


New  Hamp- 
the   bill   was 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


326 


April,  1816. 


Dutie*  on  Imports. 


Senate. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the 
late  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp." 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  iherein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  'An  act  further  supplementary  to  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  providing  lor  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory."     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  iherein. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  .Mississippi  Territory  lo  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,''  reported  it 
without  amendment.  He  also  made  a  report  on 
the  subject ;  which  was  read. 

The  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  lo  establish  post 
roads,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  commitiee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  13th  of  December,  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Duckworth  and  others. 


Wednesday,  April,  17. 

A  mesjjage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses 
Turner;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Manac  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  building  of  three  light-houses,  viz: 
one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Poini  Gammon,  and 
one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Manou,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropnationsfor  rebuilding  light-houses. 
and  for  completing  the  plan  of  lighting  them  ac- 
cording to  the  improvements  of  Winslow  Lewis  ; 
for  placing  beacons  and  buoys  ;  for  preserving 
Little  Gull  Island  ;  and  for  surveying  the  coa^t 
of  the  United  States ;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrtnceof  the  Senate. 

The  lour  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Da.na,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  wa.-^  referred  the  resolution 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  indemnify 
Jabez  Mowry  and  others,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  lor  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States."  reported  it  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  commitiee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief ot  Charles  Todd,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  commitiee  to  whom 
was  reterred  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  B.  Farrish,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee  to 


whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Mil- 
nor,  in  behalf  of  the  American   Convention  for 

promoiingthe  abolition  ofSlavery  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  makin<T  a 
teniiwrary  provision  for  the  clerks  employed^in 
their  oflices,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  commitiee.  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Williams.  Lacocic, 
and  Maco.n,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  loan 
act.  entitled  'An  act  granting  bounties  in  lands 
and  extra  pay  lo  certain  Canadian  volunteers," 
was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill,  eniitfed  "An  act  resulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain.  France,  Purtugal,  and  Spain, 
and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces,"' 
wa*  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Commitiee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of 
John  P.  Maxwell,  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell,"  was 
read  the  .second  lime,  and  referred  lo  the  commit- 
tee on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  confirmation 
of  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  western  district  of 
the  Stale  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  second 
lime,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri."  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  lo  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the 
20ih  day  of  April  instant,  was  read  the  second 
lime. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 
]      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
I  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
I  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
j  Mr.  Varncm  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  strike  out  of  line  thirty- 
:  one  "five."  and  on  his  motion,  it  was  agreed  to 
i  take  ihe  ques.tion  by  yeas  and  nays. 
j  On  motion  by  Mr.  Harper,  ihai  the  further 
I  cousideraiion  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the 
I  first  day  of  August  uexi,  it  was  determined  in  the 
I  negative— yeas  3,  nays  27,  as  follows: 

J  Y  EA8 — Messrs.  Goldsborough,  Harper,  and  .Macon. 
^ATS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
I  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Froinentin,  GaiJlard, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Rob- 
I  erts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tich- 
I  enor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

I  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Barbolr.  to  strike  out  of  line  thirty-one,  "  five." 
to  reduce  the  duty  oq  wuoUea  maDufacturesftooi 
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^enty-five  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  it  was 
lietermineJ  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  20,  as 
follows  : 

Ybab — Messrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  Gaillaru,  Golds- 
'iorough,  Harper,  Macon,  Roberta,  Tail,  and  Turner. 
:   Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Dag- 
iett,  Dana, Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Mor- 
^w,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
t'amum,  Wells,  and  Williams. 
J .   On   nooiion   by  Mr.  Barbodr,  to  strike  out  of 
ajne  thirty  six  and  thirty-seven,  "  nineteen,"  and 
liosert   in    lieu  thereof  "seventeen,"  to  limit   the 
f Viaximuni  duty  on  woollen  manufactures  to  one, 
rjnstead  of  three  years,  it  was  determined  in  the 
jjjegative — yeas  9,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  Gaillard,  Golds- 
rough,  Macon,  Roberts,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Williams. 
Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  La- 
,  .ock.    Morrow,  Rupgles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Thompson, 
^"J'ichenor,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 
•    On  raoiion  by  Mr.  Macon,  to  strike  out  of  line 
cne  hundred  and  forty-four  "  twenty,"  and  insert 
yjfl  lieu  iht-reof  ''twelve  and  a  half,"  with  a  view 
^^0  reduce  the  duty  on  salt  per  bushel  seven  and 
*kn  half  cents,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
ft-eas  13,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

i\  Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
ilJoIdsborough,  Hunter,  Macon,  Roberts,  Tait,  Thomp- 
son, Ticheuor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 
^  Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit, 
^)aggett,  Qore,  Harper,  Horney,  King,  Lacock,  Mor- 
t)w,  Ruggjcs,  Sanford,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

II        i  

I  *         Thtrsday.  April  18. 

^  f   The  Pi*EsiDENT  communicated  the  petition  of 
enjamir»  G.  Bowen,  and   others,  messengers  in 
he  several  public   departments,  praying  an  in- 
rease  of.compensation  as  stued  in  the  petition  ; 
i?hich  Wiis  read,  and   referred  to  the  committee 
o  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
ixing  tht  compen?ation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
♦•jSenaie  aiid  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
.  jives,"  &,(j. 

1^  Mr.  R<:GaLE3  presented  the  petition  of  John 
i  Coffee,  junior,  and  others,  of  Belmont  county,  in 
{^he  Stat«',  of  Ohio,  praying  a  post  office  in  said 
fccouniy.  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read, 
j^nd  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
J^ohn  Du'ikworih,  junior,  and  others. 
i-i^  Mr.  Ci:aoe  presented  (he  memorial  of  Willis 
T Mali,  junior,  and  others,  praying  the  grant  of  a 
yarge  bodv  of  land  on  the  Illinois  river,  for  a  rea- 
iifonable  pecuniary  consideration,  as  an  inducement 
jao  emigrate  to  that  country  for  the  purpose  of 
*iormioga.barrier  lo  the  present  frontier  settlement 
f^gainst  tie  hostile  savages,  as  stated  in  the  me- 
tnorial ;  ivhich  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
nittee  oix  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
]Vlississipf)i  Territory. 

■  The  biil,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropria- 
;ij,ions  for  rebuilding  light-houses  and  for  comple- 
ting the  plan  of  lighting  them  according  to  the 
improvements  of  Winslow  Lewis;  for  placing 
rbeacons  ^nd  buoys;  for   preserving  Little  Gull 

1        i 


Island  ;  and  for  surveying  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  three  light- houses,  viz  :  one  on  Race  Point; 
one  on  Point  Gammon  ;  and  one  on  the  island  of 
Petite  Manon,  in  the  Slate  of  .Massachusetts."  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses 
Turner,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Messrs.  Chace,  Dag- 
gett, and  Macon,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Manac."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter 
certain  parts  of  the  act  providing  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  s.ime  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  passed  the  30th  of  Marco, 
1802,  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  fron- 
tiers,'' reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Re^jister 
of  the  Treasury,  and  to  allow  him  a  compensation 
for  his  agency  in  countersigning  and  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Rad- 
cliff  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  (or  the  relief  of  David 
Coffin,  Samuel  and  William  Rodman,  and  Sam- 
uel Rodman,  jun.  ;*'  a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  pro- 
viding for  cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants, 
and  discharges  for  faithful  services;"  also  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  owners,  officers, 
and  crew  of  the  privateer  Roger ;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  land  district 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the  district  of 
Kaskaskia,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
Mr.  Varnu.m  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair  ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum 
reported  the  bill  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  wit: 

"Line  180,  strike  out  the  whole  line." 

**Line  181,  strike  out  the  whole  Une  except  Madeira.^*' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  14, 
nays  16,  as  follows: 
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Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Gaillard,  Goldsbo- 
rough.  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of 
New  Hampshire,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  Varnum,  and 
Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barry,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit, 
Dana,  Lacock,  Macon,  Marrow,  RoberU,  Ruggles, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Turner,  Wilhams,  and 
Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  read,  "  on  Madeira,  Burgundy,  Champaign, 
Rheni>h.  and  Tokay,  one  dollar  per  gallon,"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  Goldeborough,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Sanford, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Varnum,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit,  Dana, 
Lacock,  Macon,  RoberU,  Ruggles,  Turner,  Williams, 
and  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to  strike  out  of  line 
130,  "forty-five,"  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
"sixty,"  to  increase  the  duty  on  iron  in  bars  and 
bolts,  a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Tho.mpson,  and  it  was  taken  on  striking  out. 
and  determined  m  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays 
16,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Lacock,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot, 
Tichenor,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Harper.  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Macon,  .Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Tait,  Thompson, 
Turner,  and  Varnum. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out,  of  line  144,  the  duty  on  salt,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  14.  nays  17,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Hunter,  Macon,  Tait,  Tbomp- 
son,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Williams. 

Naib — Messrs.  Barry,  Campbell,  Cbace,  Condit, 
Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,   King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New 


Hampshire,  .Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tal- 
bot, Wells,  and  Wilson. 


Friday.  April  19. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '•  An  act  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  ma- 
king a  temporary  provision  for  the  Clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  ouices,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  the  building  of  three  light- 
houses, viz  :  one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Point 
Gammon,  and  one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Manon. 
in  the  Statt-  of  Massachusetts,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment, 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '•  An  act  making 
appropriations  for  rebuilding  light-houset).  and 
fur  cumpleiing  the  plan  of  lighting  them  accord- 


ing to  the  improvements  of  Winslow  Lewis; 
for  placing  beacons  and  buoys;  for  preserving 
Little  Gull  Island;  and  for  surveying  the  coast 
of  the  Uuited  States,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the 
Navy  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe 
fifty  thousand  dollars  to  tbe  Great  Coastwise  Canal  and 
River  Navigation  Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal 
from  the  port  of  Norfolk  through  the  eastern  branch 
of  Elizabeth  river  to  the  channel  of  Currituck  Sound, 
on  the  terms  and  conditions  proposed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  said  Great  Co^twise  Canal 
and  River  Navigation  Company,  and  that  the  said  Sec- 
retaries be  also  directed  to  report  their  opinions  on  this 
subject  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  its  next 
session. 

The  four  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Murray,  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  the  memorialist  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  memorial. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  appropriation 
for  enclosing  and  improving  tiie  public  square 
near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of  Com- 
ini&sioners  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and  of  Super- 
intendent, and  for  the  appointment  of  one  Com- 
missioner for  the  Public  Buildings;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  an  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  district  judge  of  the  southern 
district  of  New  York;"  a  bill,  entitled '' An  act 
to  enable  the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria lo  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expense  uf  erecting  a  jail  and  courthouse  ;"  and 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  sur- 
vey of  two  millions  of  acres  of  tfte  public  lands, 
in  lieu  of  that  quantity  heretofore  authorized  to 
be  surveyed  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as 
military  bounty  lands;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
to  strike  out  of  line  50  tbe  word  "  five,"  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12,  nays  15.  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  oi 
Virginia,  Tail,  Thompson.  Tichenor,  Turner,  and 
Williams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barry,  Chace,  Condit, Daggett,  Da- 
na, Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Ruggles,  Talbot,  Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

Ou  motion  by  Mr.  Harper,  to  strike  out  the 
following  proviso: 
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rotided,  That  all  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  ofwhich  |  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  «*ssion  of  CoDffress 
.8  the  miterial  of  chief  value,  (eicepting  nan- ,  a  plan  lo  insure  the  annual  settlement  of  the  nub-' 
mportcd  directly  from  China.")  the  oriirinal  ro«t     i;,.  o .„,.   «„.i    „    "em  oi  me  puD- 


importciJ  directly  from  China,)  the  ori^al  cort 
jch  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  ad- 
of  twenty  per  cent.,  if  imported  from  the  Cap* 
oft  yni  Hope,  or  from  places  beyond  it,  and  often  per 
cjfn  lif  iraport*'d  from  any  other  place,  shall  be  less 
l^t  ?:  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with 
fcac  rj  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost 
lit'  ^y-tlve  cer>t«  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged 
Wit  (•'July  accopdmgly;  " 

-  I  ;*was  detiiTmiaed  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
ua   5^  22,  as  follows: 

'  ^*» — Mes^^.  Barbour,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
i^o  J  Harper,  .Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Ta  ^Turner,  jpnd  WUhams. 

T  ;T9— Mestirs.  Barry,    Brown,     Campbell,  Chacc, 
Cot4it.  Daggert,  Fromentin,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
J-k,  Masomof  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Kuggles, 
fird,  Talboi  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Varnum,  Wells, 
aiK^VUson. 

\  mL  nootion  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
g  sectioo  : 
{ac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
ip*d  the  3d  Jay  of  March,  1815,  entitled  •  An  act 
i|>eal  so  m^ch  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
■  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods, 
and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
as  impo^s  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage 
fen  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
,—  «,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the  United 
$ta|.>  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
^tajii,'  shall  apply  and  be  in  full  force  as  to  the  dis- 
Oiiii  plating  dupes  established  by  this  act  on  the  ton- 
rjig  f^of  foreiga  vessels,  and  the  goods,  wares,  and 
tfc.ei  -^andise  therein  imported;" 

l§J*was  determined  in   the  negative — yeas  14, 
iws : 

Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
I  o|^nunlcr,  liing,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
tbij  1  Roberts,   Sanford,   Thompson.    Tichenor.    and 

i'» — Meesfrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Ch  ^  Conditi  Goldsborough,  Harper.  Horsey,  La- 
<!oc«^  Mason  c^  Virginia,  .Morrow,  Ruggles,  Talbot, 
Jay}Tumer,  Varnum,  Williams,  and  VViluon. 

the  qu(3tion—'- Shall  the  amendments  be 
psed,  anj  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
fded?"  u  was  determined  in  the  affirraa- 
-yeas  25,  nays  7.  as  follows: 
^Jis— Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
^°'F4t''  ^*^S*'''  f'j'omtntin,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  n\in- 
tOr,rTlng.  Lacook,  Ma«)n  of  Viiginia,  Morrow,  Rob- 
e»t«k  juggles.  t>anford,  'J'albot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tich- 
e»oJ#/arnum,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 
1  Hip* — .Mejisrs.  Barbour,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Har- 
>«r,f^acon,  .Mauon  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Turner. 


}\  Saturday,  April  20. 

|(  motion  by  Mr.  Bhown,  the  committee  to 
h'$^\  was  referred  the  rnemorial  of  Willis  Hall, 
j'^n :j{V,  and  oilters.  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
t^erJoDsideraiion  thereof. 

Crj  motion  \\y  Mr.  Macon, 
j -/flio^rec/,  Ttiat  the  Secretaries  of  the  Depart- 
i^eW,  bp  direcied  to  report  jointly  to  the  Senate, 


ic  accounts,  and  a  more  certain  accountability 
of  the  public  expenditure,  id  iheir  respective  de- 
partments. 

The  Senate  resuaied  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  19th  instant,  which  was  amend- 
ed, and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Ketolved,  That  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of 
the  Navy  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  subscribe  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Great  Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navigation 
Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal  from 
the  port  of  No/folk  through  the  eastern  branch 
of  Elizabeth  river  to  the  channel  of  Currituck 
Sound,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  proposed  by 
the  P^e^ident  and  Directors  of  the  said  Great 
Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navigation  Com- 
pany, and  that  the  said  Secretarus  be  also  di- 
rected to  report  their  opinions  on  this  subject  to 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  its  next  ses- 
sion ;  and  also  to  report  their  opinions  of  the 
comparative  public  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  that  canal,  and  the  canal  through  the  Dia- 
mal  Swamp,  mentioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  report  on  the  subject  of  roads 
and  canals,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  March  2,  1807, 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Manac."  report- 
ed It  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  liie  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  •  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two 
years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil, 
military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  esiabli.<;h 
post  roads."  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

The  four  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  enclosing  and  improving  the  public 
square  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the  office 
of  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and 
of  Superintendent,  and  lor  the  appointrnent  of 
one  Commjssioner  for  the  Public  Buildings."  was 
read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous  con^nt.  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  La- 
cock.  Macon,  and  Daggett,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  an  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  district  judge  of  the 
southern  district  of  New  York."  was  read  the 
second  lime,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Daggett.  Sankohd,  and  Goldsbo- 
rough, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  levy 
court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  lay  a  tax  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  erecting 
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a  jail  and  court-house,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  lo  the 
committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sur- 
vey of  two  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands. 
in  lieu  of  that  quantity  heretofore  authorized  to 
be  surveyed,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as 
military  bounty  lands."'  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Da- 
vid Coffin.  Samuel  and  William  Rodman,  and 
Samuel  Rodman,  junior."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  cases 
of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and  discharges  for 
faithful  services."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  biil,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  land 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the  dis- 
trict olVKaskaskia."  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  ihe  cominillee  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  own- 
ers, officers,  and  crew  of  the  privateer  Roger." 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AtTairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  report- 
ed from  the  joint  committee,  authorizing:  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  the  22d  day  of  April  instant ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ca.mpbeli^  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the 
20th  day  of  April  instartt.  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  organizing  the  general 
stafT,  and  making  further  provision  tor  the  Army 
of  the  United  States." 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  following 
amendment,  agreed  to.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole:     Insert  as  2d  section. 

"  /ie  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint,  in  addition  to  the 
officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  already  authorized 
by  law,  two  Brigadier  Generals,  to  be  attached  to  that 
corps,  who  shall  receive  the  same  pay,  forage,  rations, 
and  other  emolumenU,  as  the  officers  of  tlic  same  grade 
of  the  present  Military  Establisfiment  ;' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15, 
nays  16,  as  follows: 

Ykis — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Chace, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, Morrow,  Kuggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  and 
WiUuuns. 


Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
Varnum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

The  other  amendment  having  been  concurred 
in,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime  as  amend- 
ed ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  direct- 
ing medals  to  be  struck,  and,  together  with  the 
ihanks  of  Congress,  presented  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  and  Governor  Shelby,  and  for 
other  purposes.  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to 
take  the  Chair;  and  the  resolution  having  been 
amended,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Varnum  reported  it  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  ihe  amendment 
agreed  to,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
strike  out  "  Major  General  William  Henry  Har- 
rison." it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
13,  nays  14.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Campbell,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Gore, 
King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Roberts,  Tait,  Tichenor,  Turner,  and 
Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Chace,  Condit, 
Harper,  Horsey,  .Macon,  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Talbot,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  resolution  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Ca.mfbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulat- 
ing the  currency,  within  the  United  States,  of 
the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France, 
and  five  franc  pieces,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act 
to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  wa«  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  payment  of  specie  by  the 
several  banks  within  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Moo- 
day  in  June  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill  to  erect  a 
light-house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fro.mentin,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  June  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideraiian  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Briggs ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Daggett, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"  and  on  the 
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|stion,  "  fthall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  lime?" 
ras  determined   in  the  negative.     So  the  bill 
\s  lojt. 

'he  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

>ole.  the  .•oDsideration  of  the  bill  concerning 

annual    sum    appropriated    for    arming   and 

ppping  the  militia  ;  and  on  the  question.  ■'Shall 

bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 

deterraiied  in  the  affirmative, 

'he  Senaie  resumed,  as   in  Committee  of  the 

>ole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 

compensation  of  the  superintendents  of  the 

^jufactorifs  of  arms  at  Sprmgfield  and  Harper's 

ijry  ;  and  on   the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  be 

jrossed.  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 

bed  in  the  affirmative. 

t!r.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
|rred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act   to  provide   for 
ippointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the  public  lands 
"^       tones  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,"  report- 
imendments.  which  were  read. 


tl4>«ppointn) 

it^e  Territc 

te(llt  with  an 


\  *■                   Monday,  April  22. 

■  Jtr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fa  ir<,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

r«i  concerning  the  owners,  officers,  and  crew  of 

•tfc  j)rivaieer  Roger,"  reported  it  without  arnend- 

\\r.  BROwn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

■  rer\.rred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 

)va 


'refcrred  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
;laM  district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the 
!diRrict  of  Kaskaskia,"  reported  it  without  amend- 

y(r.  Barbuur.  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
A  Jiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'•J  ■'\  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,"  re- 
pf  ied  it  without  amendment. 

f[r.  BARBiiuR,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
w  \\)m  was  ri^-ferred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
pi  ^entary  ho  an  act  entitled  'An  act  grantin"- 
b(  pities  in  Ignds  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Cana- 
d>  k  vo'untcf'rs,"  reported  it  without  amendment, 

Jr.  Barbol'R,  from    the   same   committee.  lo 
w  ;^;m  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
vi    !ng  for  ca^es  of  lost  military  land  warrants  and 
dilflharges  for  faithful  services."  reported  a  with 
|DiA^<amendm(;nt. 

/he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

jole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
-ac41br  the  rHief  of  Robert  Kidd;"  and  on    the  | 
■]iJ)ilion.  "SUall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time?"  it  j 
w;j^' determined  in  the  negative.     So  the  bill  wa>. 

e  Senal*'  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Sv 
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Wtile,  the  cynsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
*»€  to  araendian  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  f J  ward  Ballowell;'"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
re;  jmg. 

Jhe  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
5U#jriniendents  of  the  manufactories  of  arms  at 


Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  the  annual  sum  appropri- 
ated for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  '-An  act 
for  organizing  the  general  staff,  and  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United  Siateii," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctl'y 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

On  the  question.  "Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
15,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs,  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Condit, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard.  Howell,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia. Morrow,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Tait,  Turner,  and 
W  illiams. 

/^Ai9 — Messrs,  Daggett,  Goldsborough.  Horsey, 
King,  Maron,  Mason  of  IS'ew  Hampshire,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  •'  for  adjusting 
the  claims  to  land  and  establishing  a  land  office 
for  the  districts  of  lands  lying  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans;"  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  report- 
ed it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  following 
amendment,  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  be  added  at  the  end  of  the  second 
section : 

"Provided,  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed,  deemed,  or  taken,  to  afi«ct 
or  impair  the  right  or  rights  of  any  person  or  persons 
claiming  any  of  the  lands  aforesaid  ; 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  16. 
nays  9.  as  follows: 

Viis— Messrs.  Barbour,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  King.  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Robtrts,  Sanford,  'J'ait,  Thompson,  Tiche- 
nor, Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs,  Brown,  Fromentin,  Howell,  Macon, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Turner,  Varnum,  and 
Wilhams. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  the 
question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr,  Daggett,  from  the  commiitee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  enable 
the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  lay 
a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of 
erecting  a  jail  and  court-house."  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding an  additional  compensation  to  the  district 
judge  of  the  southern  district  of  New  York,"  re- 
ported It  without  amendment. 

Mr,  Barbour  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  adopting 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Car- 
olina, lor  dividing  each  State  into  districts  for  the 
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purpose  of  choosing  Representatives  in  the  Con-  f  entitled  ''An  act   making  appropriations  for  re 

press,  and  ofappointing  Electors  of  President  and  I  pairing  certain   roads  therein  described-"  a  bill 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  |  entitled  "An  act   to  authorize  the  survevinff  and 

The  resolution  and  proposed  amendment  were  •  making  a  road  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois  ;"  a  bill 

Kit'    \t  cxr-     ■    ■  .  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  the  sum' of  two 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia. communicated  a  reso- I  thousand  five   hundred  dollars,  for  the  nurnosps 

lution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  ,  therein  mentioned  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  au 

rejeciing  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of    thorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum   of   money  to 

the  United  Slates,  proposed    by  the  Legislatures    John   Rodgers,  and   others;"  a  bill,  entiiled ''An 

of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  act  for  the   lelief  of  Joseph  S,  Newell-"  a  hill 

The  resolution  and  proposed  amendments  were  I  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a 

^^^-  ,         •     ^  I  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others:"  a 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  |  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  judges  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  '  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  pre- 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of  public  '  pare  a  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said  District-" 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  and  it   passed  .  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allowing  pay  to  certain  pe'r- 


to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  increase  the  pensions  of  invalids  in  certain 
cases,  for  the  relief  of  invalids  of  tlie  militia,  and 
for  the  appointment  of  pension  agents  in  those 
States  where  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans;" 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  the  consideration  ot  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  cf  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1816,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee.  Mr. 
Barry  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair,  and  the 
amendment  having  been  disagreed  to.  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Barry  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Barbolr.  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplemental  to  the  act  eniitled  'An  act  regu- 
lating and  defining  the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the 
Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the  courts 
of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chan- 
cery cases,  arising  in  the  said  Territory  ;"  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  report- 
ed it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  'Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed?" it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more 
convenient  arrangement  of  the  times  and  places 
of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Slate? 
for  the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia." 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

1l7^^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


sons  made  prisoners  with  the  revenue  cutler  Sur- 
veyor;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pre- 
emption rights  given  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  and  in 
the  Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducing  the  duties  on 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wine,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  establishing  a  port  of  delivery  at  the 
town  of  Bayou  St.  John,"  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  the  entry  of  vessels  at  the  port 
of  Middletown  ;"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  lo  the 
bill  la->t  mentioned. — Whereupon. 

Resolved.  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  ten  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eniitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  settling  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
commiitee.  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
Preside.nt  reported  it  to  the  Hou.se  accordingly; 
and  the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in, 
on  the  question,  "Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime,  as  amend- 
ed ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom* 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  David  Coffin.  Samuel  and  William  Rod- 
man, and  Samuel  Rodman,  junior,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Upton,  and  Thomas  Adams  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  oi  the 


-    .  -....^..„w„.,  ,^.   luc  um.eniiiieu   -An         1  ne  Jsenate  resumed,  as  in  Uommittee  ol  the 

act  for  there  lef  o    Patrick  and  Abigail  O'Flyng,    Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  settling 
and  Edmund  O,  Fvnp."  anH  ir  nac^«^  t,,  »  tt,;.,i  >  .k.>   ^„ ■_   .,r  .l_ ....i? 


and  Edmund  O,  Flyng."  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill. 


the  compensation  of  the  commissioners,  clerk, 
and  translator  of  the  board  for  land  claims,  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  oi  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question.  '*  Shall  this 
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be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  \ras 

ermined  in  the  affirmative. 

•The  Senate   resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 

v»e  sale  of  lots  owned   by  the   United   States  in 

•*'jB  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 

on  the  .(uestion,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 

read  a  ihird  lime  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the 

rmative. 

IfiThe  Sen.ite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  btU  for  the  relief 
4  the  legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Chalmet 
i'lino,  deceased  ;  and  on  the  question,  ''  Shall 
i>s  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
s  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
hole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  re- 
tried fronfj  the  joint  committee,  to  inquire  into 
jp  expediency  of  making  certain  alterations  in 
ly^e  mode  ol  transacting  the  business  of  Congress  ; 
^i^d,  on   motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consid- 

fition  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
y  m  Jun»?  next. 
The  Seriate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
li^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
4(9  mantinie  precincts  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
'^  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  considera- 
ble thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 
t{The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"^^ole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
4Jir  appropriations  for  the  year  1816;  and,  on 
jkA^tion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  furtiier  considera- 
5^n   thereof   was    postponed    until    Wednesday 

i^The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
i!^hole,  thej  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
ifsident  of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  Saline, 
)Xt  the  W-aba<h  river,  lor  a  term  not  exceeding 
yen  year^;^  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
The   Seriate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
hole,  iheconsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  | 
C  for   the.  relief  of  William   Flood,"   together  | 
th  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  se-  I 
>i;t  commutee  ;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
lia^reed   \s>.  the  Preside:»t  reported  the  bill  to 
je  House;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill 
;■  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
ilirmativcv^yeas  27,  nays  2.  as  follows: 
lifEAS — Mrsars.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Con- 
^vDajprett,  Froraentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborcagh,  Gore, 
per,  Hor»ey,  Howell,  King,  .Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
ie,   .MaaoiT  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rugglea,  Sanford, 
Ijjlt,  Thompson,  Tirhenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Wells, 
'  Uiiams,  and  Wilson. 
'.Vats — .Miasrs.  Macon  and  Roberts. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

ormed   tue  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 

oe.  and  agree  to  other  amendments  of  the  Sen- 

?  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 

act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  detray- 

the  exptsnses  of  Government  and  maintaining 

public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 

jiiied   Sta»es.  and  to  provide   for  assessing  and 

lecting  t;ie  same."' 

lie  Seniite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
[hole,  the  oooSfderation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  Presioent  reported  tiie  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question. 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  enerossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee  ;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to.  the  Phesioent  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question,  ''  Shall 
the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  T'  ii  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 


Tuesday,  April  23. 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Moses  Turner,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afl'airs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and 
others."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  allowing  pay  to  cer- 
tain persons  made  prisoners  with  the  revenue 
cutter  Surveyor,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  S.  Newell,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pre-emp- 
tion rights  given  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  cer- 
tain settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the 
Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  repairing  certain  roads  therein  described," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the 
surveying  and  making  a  road  in  tlie  Territory  of 
Illinois,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducing  the 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Tne  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Rodgers  and 
others,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred 
to  Mr.  Daggett,  Mr.  Sanford,  and  Mr.  Golds- 
borough,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  judges 
of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  prepare  a  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said 
District."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1816." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock.  to  insert  at  the  end 
of  the  first  section,  "  For  building  and  completing 
vessels  of  war  on  the  Lakes,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,"  it  was  determined  in  the  neo^ative 
— yeas  10.  nays  17,  as  follows:  j 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Chace,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Vir-  I 
ginia.  Morrow,  RoberU,  Ruggles,  Tichenor,  Turner,  ' 
and  Varnum.  | 

NAiB—Mesfirs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Condit,  Daggett,  j 
Dana,  Gaillard,  GoIJsborough,  Gore,   Horsey,    King,  ■ 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Tait,  Thompson. 
Wells,  ^Villiam«,  and  WUson.  | 

And  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to.  it  I 
passed  10  the  third  reading.  j 

On  motion,  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a 
third  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed,      i 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  accounts  of^expendi- 
tures  on  the  building  now  occupied  by  Congress,  ' 
showing  the  amount  of  the  cost  thereof  to  the  i 
proprietors. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ' 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  Moses  Lewis  from  , 
imprisonment." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Varnu.m,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
.Monday  in  June  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  12,  nays  IG,  as  follows:  ! 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Chace,  Condit,  How-  j 
ell,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tur- 
ner, Varnum,  and  Wilson.  ' 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsbo- 
rough.  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  | 
New  Hampshire,  Ruggles,  Tait,  Thompaon,  Tichenor,  I 
Wells,  and  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  Statts,  for  the  year  1816." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  following  amendment: 

SecUon  1,  line  36,  aRer  •'  dollars,"  insert  "  For  de- 
fraying the  expenses  incurred  by  calling  out  the  militia 
during  the  war,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore 
appropriated  by  law  to  that  object,  one  million  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  : 

It  was  determined  m  the  affirmative— yeas  17, 
nays  16,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Con- 
dit, Fromentin,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lacock,  Macon,  Maaon 
of  Virginia,  Roberts,  Tait,  Turner,  Weils,  WUliaras, 
and  Wikon. 

Nais— Messrs.  Campbell,  Chace,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Harper,  King,  .Mason  of 
New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Thomp- 
son, Tichenor,  and  Varnum. 

On  the  question.    'Shall  the  amendments  be 


engrossed    and    the   bill   read    a  third   time,  as 
amended?'  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
1  he  benate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled   "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  same."     Whereupon. 
Resolved,  That  they  recede  therefrom. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell  " 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pen- 
I  sions  of  invalids  in  certain  cases,  for  the  relief  of 
mvalids  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appointment 
t  of  pension  agents  in  those  States  where  there  is 
no  commissioner  of  loans,"  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  ' 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  Saline, 
near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Flood,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  adjusting  claims  to  land  and  es- 
tablishing a  land  office  for  the  districts  of  lands 
lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  Island  of 

r^u     u  n  "^'  ^^^  ^^^^  *  ^^'^^^  ^'^^i  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  lots  owned  by 
the  United  States,   in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  ami 
passed. 

The  bill  for  settling  the  compensation  of  the 
commissioners,  clerk,  and  translator  of  the  board 
for  land  claims  in  the  western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana, 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Chalmet  Delino, 
deceased,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplemental  to  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  regulat- 
ing and  defining  the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the 
Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the  courts 
of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  a  jurisdiction  in 
chancery  cases,  arising  in  the  said  Territory," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Jiesolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  settling  claims  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
th'j  Washington  Bridge  Company,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
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Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
lent. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
nr  the  relif  f  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  having  been  re- 
'■;>rted  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
^l!  wa'^  rertd  a  third  time  as  amended. 
'' Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
^ijent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
v^hole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "'An 


referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  S.  Newell."  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  comraiiiee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Rodger* 
and  others,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  surveying  and  making  a  road  in  the  Ter- 


[t!Ot  for  the  relief  of  a  company  of  the  twentieth    riiory  of  Illinois,"  reported   it   without  amend 
)gade  of  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  Cap-  i  ment. 

[n  Jonathan  VValmsley."     Mr.  Varnum  was  re-        Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
iested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and   no  amendment  J  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
iving  been  proposed,  the  President  resumed  i  propriation   for   repairing   certain   roads   therein 
.^€  Chair,  iind  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,    described,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 
»jjd  it  passed  to  a  third  reading.  Mr.  Barbocr,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 

t^  Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  I  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^ferred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  ap-  j  "An  act  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  therein 
iopriation,for  enclosing  and  improving  the  pub-  !  mentioned,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 
I-  square  tnear  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the  '  The  Senate  re>uraed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
■Cice  of  Ci^mraissioners  of  the  Public  Buildings,  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
jJid  of  Suj^erintendent,  and  for  the  appointment  i  ther  appropriations  for  the  year  1816;  and,  on 
tone  Conimissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,"  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consideration 
fcported  it'Tvith  amendments,  which  were  read,  thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next, 
f -Thp  SpnatP  ro.nmoH    oc  in  n^^^it.^^  ^f  ,!,„        The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  minor  child- 
ren of  Zacquiil  Morgan,  late  a  captain  m  the 
United  States  Army."  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Daggett,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 


I 


,The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^hole,  tht  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
t  fur  the  Relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county 


j;Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York,"  together 

jih    tiie   amendment    reported    thereto    by   the 
■Ilect   committee,   and   the   amendment    having 

en  agree^l  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  j  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next 


the  Houise  accordingly;  and  on  the  question, 
Ihall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 

'44d  a  ihirj  time   as  amended?"  it   was   deter- 

jj'ined  in  tlje  affirmative. 
The  Seniite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

r^Vhole,  thujconsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -'An 
%l  auihorif:ing  the  payment  for  the  court-house 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton."  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Barbocr  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 


u        1,  '      -     u     cj    '        rrM       ,.  >  ■    ;       f^ohed,  by  the   Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 

Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,'  together  with     tatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Cungre** 

€   amendment   reported    thereto   by    the  select    aaaembUd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutei 

mmitteej    and    the    amendment    having    been     be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ,  in  addition 

freed  to,  <he  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  j  to  the  corps  of  engineers  as  now  established,  a  skilful 
fuuse  accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall     assistant,  whose   compensation  shall   not   exceed  the 

e  amendiient  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a    pay,  forage,  rations,  and  other  emoluments  of  Brigadier 

ird  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in    General. 
\\e  afiirmajive. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

ferred  the  bill,  entitled   "An  act  for  the  con- 


rmaiion  o|  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  western 
jitrict  of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,"  reported  it 
•ilh  amendments,  which  were  read. 

?   Wednesday.  April  24. 
JsThe  Priqident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
icretary  (it  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  memo- 
of  Wiliam   Gamble;    and   the   report   was 

^^Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
rl^rred  thbj  bill,  en'titled  "An  act  concerning  pre- 
^iption  rir^ts  given  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
.rtain  seiifers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  in 
)«  Territories  of  Miiiouri  and  lilmyis,"  reported 
without  4fnendmient. 
I  f  Mr.  Bftof  N.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  j  1 

\ 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hamon,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William 
Young,  William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee  ;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to.  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and  ou  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mauasiah  Miner."  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
ect  committee ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 


\ 
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ed,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question.  "Shall  the 
amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and  Samuel 
Breck.  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross,  de- 
ceased," together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  agreed  to,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on 
the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendmentsbe  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  a^  amended  ?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  Shaler." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  fhe  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

"That  in  all  cases  during  the  late  war  with  Great  , 
Britain,  where   difficulties  may   arise   in  settling  the 
claims  of  ofTicers  and  soldiers,  of  the  regular  army,  and  i 
the  militia,  on  account  of  death,  captivity,  loss  of  papers 
by  the  destruction  of  the  enemy, or  any  other  unavoid- 
able casualty,  the   proper  officers  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
•hall  be  authorized  to  settle  said  accounts,  upon  prin- 
ciples  of  equity,   by  resorting  to  the  affidaviu  of  the  I 
parties  and  citizens,  or  other  circumstances  entitled  to 
credit,   corroborating   or   contravening   the    justice  of 
such  claims  :    Provided  alwava.    That  the   authority 
aforesaid  shall  only  be  exercised  in  those  cases  where  the 
loss  of  papers  or  deficiency  of  vouchers,  or  evidence, 
•hall  be  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  proper  depart- 
ments, to  have  arisen  from  death,  capture,  or  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy,  or  any  other  unavoidable  casualty, 
as  aforesaid  :   And  provided  also.  That  such  proof  be 
exhibited  within  two  years  from  and  after  the  passing  | 
of  this  act  :  And  provided  also.  That  the  party's  own  1 
oath  shall  not  of  lUelf  be  deemed  sufficient  proof  of  the  ^ 
loss,  of  papers ;  but  may  be   received,  and  shall  in  all  I 
cases  be  required  in  connexion  with  other  proof  or  cir-  j 
cumstances." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12, 
nays  14,  as  follows: 

Y«As — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Chace,  Fromentm, 
Howell,  Lacock,  .Mason  of  Virginia,  iMorrow,  Roberts, 
Ruggles,  Turner,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  San- 
ford,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Varnum,  Wells,  and 
Wilson. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and,  the  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to.  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  the 
amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended!"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


I  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directina:  the  discharge  of  Ebenezer  Keeler 
and  John  Francis,  from  imprisonment."  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  requir- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  compile  and  print, 
'  once  in  every  two  years,  a  register  of  all  officers 
and  agent?,  civil,  military  and  naval,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
!  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  discbarge 
of  Moses  Lewis  from  imprisonment,"  was  read  a 
third  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  a 
,  company  of  the  20th  brigade  of  Virginia  militia, 
j  commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Walmsley," 
was  read  a  third  time  ;  and  on  the  question^  "Shall 
I  this  bill  pass?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
!  live— yeas  23,  nays-5,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Chace,  Condit, 
Daggett,  Gaillard,  Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  banford,  Tait,  Thompson, 
Wells,  Williams,  andWilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Tichenor,  Tur- 
ner, and  Varnum. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1816," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  payment  for  the  county  court- 
house of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
supervisors  of  the  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  increase  the  compensations  now  allowed 
by  law  to  inspectors,  measurers,  weighers,  and 
gangers,  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  cus- 
toms," and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  free  importation  of  stereotype  plates, 
and  to  encourage  the  printing  and  gratuitous  dis- 
tribution of  the  Scriptures  by  the  Bible  Societies 
within  the  United  States,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
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'jt  for  the'relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Roi- 
orgh/'  ao^  It  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  LACpcK.  from  the  committee  to  wliom  was 
•i'erred  th^  bill,  entitled  "An  act  continuing  the 
[lanes  ol^certain  officers  of  Government."  re- 
ried  It  Mjlhout  amendment. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
formed  ifce  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  concernint;  invalid   peii- 
ners  ;''  i^  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of 
■>eorge  T..Rus.s,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and    the 
•Jjicers  an  |   men  lately  under  their  command  ;" 
J  o,  a  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
;ftited  Siiites  to  cause  further  observation  to  be 
igde.  wiih«  view  vt'  ascertaining  the  longitude  of 
»e  Capitoi,  in  the  City  of  Washington  ;  in  which 
lis  and  rtfcoiutiou  they  request  the  concurrence 
("the  Senate.     They  have  agreed  to  the  amend- 
^  Qts  to  tl»e  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rehel 
/ahe  Prelident  and   Directors  of  the  Washing- 
Ion   Bridgu  Company."  witl>  an  amendment,  m 
liich  they^  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
hey  havts  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
j^Qate  to  uhe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental 
yhe  act,  voiitled  "An  act  regulating  and  detining 
ye  duties  $f  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illi' 
i,\s,  and  fvr  vesting  in  the  courts  of  the  Terri- 
_  ry  of  Indiana,  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases 
rising  in  |he  baid  Territory." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
,ent8,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
<ves,  to  th^'  bill  last  mentioned.  Whereupon, 
*  j>^ liesolceU.  TDat  they  recede  therefrom. 
*.  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  \.ue  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
^uendmejit  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
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of  thj- 


President  and  Directors  of  the  Wash- 


Ijigton  Brijlge  Company."     Whereupon. 
;  Jiesoivei^,  That  they  concur  therein. 
►  The  tw  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  up 
Utr  concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
^1  the  secMcd  reading. 
^  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

r'TV'hole.  thl'  consideration  of  the  resolution  from 
iie  Hous.*  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the 
^resident  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
fouse  of  Repre.-entaiives  to  adjourn  their  re- 
active Houses  oa  the  20th  day  of  April  instant, 
Stod  the  re:4oluiion  having  been  amended  by  strik- 
Mjg  out  ".'^Oih,"  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  to 
JUl  the  bla(jk  with  ••27,"  It  was  determined  in  the 
fc-(nrmativ«— yeas  16,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

•  ^  SAs— .Vfessrs,  B;irbour,  Barry,  Daggett,  Goidsbor- 
|»ugh.  Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
^re,  .Ma»o^i  of  \  irgmia,  Roberts,  Kuggles,  Sanford, 
Ifhompson.rfichenor,  Wells,  and  Wikon. 
f  ^'ais— .Vijesm.  Brown,  Chace,  Condit.  Dana,  Fro- 
Mijcntin,  Ga:llard,  Gore,  Kmg,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mor- 
^w.  Tail,  'IJurner,  Varnuia,  and  WUhams. 
W  The  resolution  having  been  amended,  the 
Wbesiden'I;  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly; 
*iid  on  the^rquesiion  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
fe'reed  to  us  in  Committee  of  the  Wl 


he  blank  with 


•27."  It  was 


lole,  tilling 
determined  in  the 


ie2aiivt>— veas  15,  nays  10.  as  follows: 
^*^«— Mijssrs.    Barbour,    Barry,   Daggett,   Gold* 


borough,  Horsey.  Howell,  Mason  of  New  Hampahire, 
Maaon  of  Virginia,  Roberta,  Rugglea,  Sanford,  Thomp- 
son, Tichenor,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Campbell,  Chacc,  (^ondit, 
Dana,  Froraentin,  Gaillard,  Gore,  King,  Lacock,  Ma- 
con, Morrow,  Tail,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Williams. 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  "  Saturday,  the 

day  of  April,  instant."  and  insert  '•  Wednesday, 
the  first  day  of  May  next,"  it  was  determined  id 
the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Vkas — Messrs.  Barry,  Campbell,  Condit,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  Goldsborougb,  Gore,  King,  Lacock,  Ma- 
son of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Robert*;,  Ruggles,  Tail,  Var- 
num, and  WclU. 

Nais — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett. 
Gaillard,  Horsey,  Howell.  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Sanford,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner. 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question,  'Shall  the  amendmeol  be 
engrossed,  and  the  resolution  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  •'An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  tix  the  coinini.->sians  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  'An  act  further  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.'' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  .March,  1815,  be,  and  the  wame  is,  hereby  re- 
vived and  made  of  force  :  Provided  however,  That 
nothing  in  the  eighth  section  thereof  shall  be  construed 
to  affect  the  duration  of  the  act  so  revived,  but  the 
said  act  shall  be  of  force  without  limitation  a.s  to  time. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  S. 
nays  12.  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsborougb. 
Gore,  Harper,  .Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Thompson. 

Nais — .Messrs.  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit.  Howell. 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Ruggles,  Tait, 
Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Harper,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones," 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  S.  Reed  and  Daniel 
Dobbins  "  and  it  pas.-ed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  emitled  'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Crosby  and  John  Cros- 
by, junior,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  and  McNeal.  and 
Henry  and  John  McLeister,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods  en- 
tered at  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine." 
Mr.  Vab.num  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair, 
and  no  amendment  havin?  been  agreed  to,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  and'ihe  bill'  was 
reported  to  the  House;  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  granting  bounties  in 
lands  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volun- 
teers." and  it  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
theGeneral  Assembly  of  Virginia  therein  named." 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  confirming  the  titles  of  certain  purchasers  of 
land,  who  purchased  from  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  Vincennes  University."  and  it  passed  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  district  of  Jefi'ersonville.  at 
the  l.-\nd  office  in  said  district,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at 
the  British  fort,  at  the   Miami  of  the  Lake,  at 


purposes. 


the  foot  of  the  Rapid?,  and  for  other 

and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

iirT'*!*^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

VV  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 

act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at 

the  lower  rapids  of  the  Sandusky  river,"  and  it 

passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumedTas  in  Committee  of  the 
\V  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Dick,  William  Bruce 
and  Asa  Kitchell,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

wT'\^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle,"  and  it 
passed  10  a  third  reading. 
The  Senate  resumed" as  in  Committee  of  the 


W  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  to  Amos  Spafford  the  right  of  pre- 
emption." and  It  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
TI^T^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Trudeau  " 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee  ;  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to.  the  President  ceporied  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amended  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford,  Frederick 
Bates,  and  William  Garrard,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to.  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  -Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  m 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  •'An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  to  John 
T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Harrison,  or  their  legal 
representatives."  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Con- 
stitution for  the  capture  of  the  British  .sloop-of- 
war  Levant;"  and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  the 
bill  be  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  19,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsborougb,  Gore,  Har- 
per, Howell.  Lacock,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tait,  Thomp- 
son, Tichenor,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Macon,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducin<» 
the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirit' 
uous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

The  Seriate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Pharaoh  Farrow  and  others ;"  and 
it  passed  to  a  third  readino^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
10  James  Levings;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act   for    the    relief  of   the  widow  and   children 
of   Charles   Dolph;"   and   it   passed   to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  chief  of  the 
Seneca  tribe  of  Indians;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 
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tThe  Set;aie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
4t  providiog  for  tlie  distribution  of  one  hundred 
§ousand  dtillars  among  the  captors  of  the  Alge- 
'joe  vessels,  captured  and  restored  to  the  Dey  of 
il^tfiers;"  nod  it  piissed  to  a  third  reading. 
■jThe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
%  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
4|ie  issuiDgtof  a  grant  to  Major  General  Andrew 
^tckson   foj  a  tract  of  land.     Mr.  Varncm  was 
;quested  t^  lake  the  Chair. 
On  motifin,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  that  the  further 
nsideratiijn  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
^    onday  in:July  neit,  it  was  determini?d  in  the 
^rmatiTC^yeas  17,  nays  12,  as  follows: 
i^.  Ykaa — \ieMrs.   Barry,   Daggett,    Dant,    Gaillard, 
fToidsborougii,  Gore,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Ma«on  of 
Itew  Hamp^ire,  Morrow,    Roberts,  Kuggles,  Thomp- 
mn.  Turner,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 
i'.VATs — Mj>Mr8.  Barbour,  Bmwn,  Campbell,  Chace, 
l^«indjt,  Froipentin,  Harper,    Howell,   .Mason  of  Vir- 
cia,  8anluid,  Tait,  and  Varnum. 
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I  •  J    TacBSDAV,  April  25. 

J.Mr.  Tait;,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
rs,  to  whvm  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
(  appropMating  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five 
ijndred  d(|llars,  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
•i^ned  ;"  reported  it  without  amendment,  and 
•^e  bill  wa«  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
frf  hole.  and»passed  to  a  third  reading. 
J'Mr.  Tai"p.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
>  as  referr^  the  till,  entitled  '"An  act  allowing 
jy  to  cerla^in  persons  made  prisoners  with  the 
venue  cutter  Surveyor,"  reported  it  without 
luendment;  and  the  bill  was  considere«l  as  in 
ummiltee;of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third 
adiog.      f 

On  motifcn,  by  Mr.  King,  the  committee  to 
^hom  wasj  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Sle- 
» tns,  of  Nfjw  Jersey,  were  discharged  from  the 
rlber  coa^ideralion  thereof. 
On  motieo.  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  committee 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Uris,  wert  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
fation  thereof. 
S;  The  resolution  authorizing  the  employment  of 
4^skiU'ul  assistant,  in  addition  to  the  corps  of  en- 
^neers,  wjfc  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
WP*  in  Comijiittee  of  the  Whole,  and  having  been 
ended,  tie  Phesiden  r  reported  it  to  the  House 
ordinglj;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this 
;-60luiion  i)e  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime?" 
\,  was  dete,mined  in  the  affirmative. 
.The  "Resolution  requesting  the  President  of 
te  United  ;States  lo  cause  further  observations  to 
i!  made,  w«ith  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  longi- 
"de  of  thelCapitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington," 
r«s  read  tile  second  time. 
J*  The  bill*  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of 
".^eorge  T-iRoss,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the 
L^cers  anj  men  lately  under  their  command," 
If^s  read  she  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
{lCommiitee,^on  Na/al  Affairs. 
.  The  bill  Wntitletl  "Aaact  concernine  invalid 
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pensioner?,"  was  read  the  .second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Lacock, 
Morrow,  and  Vabnu.m,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  Titus  V. 
Sliter  and  others,  praying  pensions,  as  stated  in 
the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  last  mentioned. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  Slate  govern- 
ment, and  fur  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original 
States." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  wa.s  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wheaton,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Hamon,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Ephraim  Shaler,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  directing  the  di»- 
charge  of  Ebenezer  Keeler  and  John  Francis 
from  imprisonment,''  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  now  al- 
lowed by  law  to  inspectors,  measurers,  weighers, 
and  gaugers,  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
customs,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  Iree  importa- 
tion of  stereotype  plates,  and  to  encourage  the 
printing  and  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Scrip- 
tures by  the  Bible  Societies  within  the  United 
States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Young  King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
dians," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  children  of  Charles  Dolph,  deceased," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  proriding  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  among 
the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels,  captured  and 
restored  lo  the  Dey  of  Algiers,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '"An  act  concerning  Pharaoh 
Farrow,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Constitution  for  the  capture 
of  the  British  sloop-of-war  Lerani,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '"An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Sam- 
uel Harrison,  or  their  legal  representatives,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  Amos 
Spafibrd  the  right  of  pre-emption,''  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sara- 
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1  Dick   William  Bruce,  and  Asa  Kitchell,"  was  f  linue  in  force  'An~a^farlher  to  nroride  for  th^ 
ad  a  .h.rd  lime,  and  n«s.,ed.  collection  of  duties  on  imports   a'l.d    tonnaU  » 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho?. 
H.  Boyle,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  eniilled  "An  act  providing  for  the  sale 
of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  lower  rapids  of  San- 
dusky river,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  sale 
of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  British  fort,  at  the 
Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time',  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United  Slates,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Jefferson ville,  at  the  land  office  in  said 
district,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  titles 
of  certain  purchasers  of  land  who  purchased  from 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Vincennes  Univer- 
sity^" was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  eniiiled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  A!,sembly 
of  Virginia,  therein  named,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hampden,  in  the 
district  of  Maine,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tay- 
lor and  McNeal,  Evans  and  McNeal,  and  Henry 
and  John  McLeister,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  art  for  the  relief  of  John 
Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  jr.,"'  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  eniitled  -'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asher 
Palmer."  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tiie  bill  eniitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rui'us 
S.  Reed  and  Daniel  Dobbins,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 


heirs  of  Alexander  Roxburgh,"  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young. 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  lead  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

The  amendments  lo  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and  Samuel  Breck. 
surviving  executors  of  John  Ross,  deceased,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Manassah  Miner,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed," 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
fix  the  commissions  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct 
tax  and  internal  duties,  and  to  revive  and  con- 
14th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 12 


having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Trudeau,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford.  Frederick 
Bates,  and  William  Garrard,"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

rheameodmenttothe'-Resolutionauthorizinir 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respec- 
tive Houses,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Tait,  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
was  postponed  until  to  morrow. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler,"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  'Resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  to  compile  and   print,  once  in  every  two 
years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil 
military,  and  naval,  in  ihe  service  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  "  Resolution  to 
indemnify  Jabez  Mowry  and  others,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  Preside.nt  reported  the  reso- 
lution to  the  Hou.«:e  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
the  resolution  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  the 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to,thePREsiDENT 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and 
on  the  question,  "Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Peter  Audrain,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  read,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to,  and  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on 
the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it 
Was  detv^rmined  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  Senile  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

/■hole,  the^'onsideration  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  ''An 

:t  for  the^relief  of  Charles  Todd;"  and  on  the 

lestion.  *'  ^hall  tliis  bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?  it 

i-as  deternrijined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15,  nays 

as  folio  ys: 

Yeas — Mfasrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
iggett,    G^iUard,    Goidsborough,    Harper,    Horsey, 
)wel!,  Ma*.bn  of  Virginia,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  Tur- 
►r,  and  Wiiliamg. 

Nats — Mjssrs.  Bibb,  Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  King, 
^cock,  Ma-Jon,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Tail,  Thompson, 
imum,  WflU,  and  Wd»on. 

Mr.  Brown,  froai  the  committee  to  whom  was 
;;ferred  ihn?bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  benefit 
r.,f  John  P.  Maxwell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell."  re- 

frted  it  T^thout  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
nsidered  jas  m  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ssed  to  a^hird  reading. 
Mr.  BHof'N,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
i»^erred  th*  bill,  eatiiled  '"An  act  to  authorize  the 
ilirvey  of  ti'o  millions  ofacresof  the  public  lands, 
^*  lieu  of  i*»at  quantity  heretofore  authorized  to 
surveyecl,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  mili- 
iry  bountj   lands,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ent. 

The  Seryate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

hole,  the^consideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

cl  suppletjientary  (o  the  act  passed  the  30lh  of 

"^arch.  1S02,   to  reffuiate  trade  and  intercourse 

ith  the  I^idian  trioes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 

36  frontier*.;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Sec^te  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

hole,  thetconsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

r.l  to  alter^certaid  parts  of  the  act  providing  for 

je  governinent  cf  the  Territory  of  Missouri;" 

[ad  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

iVhole,  ihe^consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '"An 

'Ct  for  ihe/elief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish;"  and  on 

(lotion  by  jfilr.  Vabncm,  the  further  consideration 

^iereof  wa^  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 

illy  next.  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

^|Vhole,  th»j  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 

^4iid  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 

(s'^rved  f^r  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 

wed  to  tlje  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 

ime.  on   Siate  and  Continental  Establishment; 

i«od  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 

'ibire,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  post- 

M^ned  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  and 

Ordered*  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 

tport  of  tje  committee   to  whom  was  referred 

le  resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 

ii)d  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Slate  and 

.ontinent^  establishment,  for  bounty  lands,  be 

[so   postp-ined   until   the  first  Monday  in  July 

iriext.  : 

i.-  The  Se.iate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  uf  the 

^V'hole,  th^  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 

[ibe  salary  ',i[  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  to 

Vilow  him  i  compensation  for  his  agency  in  coun- 

l^rsigning  and  issuing  Treasury  notes;  and  on 

tae  questii^Q   "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 

» 
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read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  21.  nays  7.  as  follows: 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Chace,  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Gaiilard.  Goidsborough,  Harj>er,  Hor»«j', 
Howell,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow. 
Ruggles,  8anford,  Tail,  Thompson.  Tichenor,  Var- 
num,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Lacock,  .Macon,  Roberts,  Tur- 
ner. Wells,  and  Wilson. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  building  of  three  light-hou.«e5. 
viz:  one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Point  Gammon, 
and  one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Manon,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  rebuilding  light- 
houses, and  for  completing  the  j)lan  of  lighting 
them  according  to  the  improvements  of  Wmslow 
Lewis,  for  placing  beacons  and  buoys,  for  preser- 
ving Little  Gull  Island,  and  for  surveying  the 
coast  of  the  United  Slates."  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Varnlm  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  tu  increase  the  salary  of 
Chaplains  to  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Manac."  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  makmg  an  appropriation  for  enclosing  and 
improving  the  public  square, near  the  Capitol,  and 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  and  of  Superintendent,  and  for  the 
appoiniment  of  one  Commissioner  fur  the  Public 
Buildings,"togeiher  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to.  with  further 
amendment,  tiie  Pkesioe.nt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question.  '•  Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  post  roads,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair,  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to.  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the 
bill  was  reported  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  currency  within  the  United 
States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Oreat  Britain.  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France, 
and  five  franc  pieces,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  u  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor 
of  the  public  lands,  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
and  Missouri,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and 
the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to.  the  Pre«- 
IDENT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ; 
aad  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  owners,  officers,  and  crew  of 
the  privateer  Roger,"  and  the  biUhaving  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  ihe  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question.  "Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -'An 
act  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  formerly  set  apart  for  refugees 
from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  and  it  passed  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  at  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, north  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia."  and  it 
pas>ed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton."  and  on 
the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— veas 
20,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

^'*A«— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Chace, 
Daggett,  Gaiilard,  Goidsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  How- 
ell, King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  and  Williams. 

Na¥s— .Messrs.  Condit,  Macon,  Roberts,  Turner, 
V  arnum,  and  Wilson. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  military  land  war- 
rants, and  di>charges  for  faithful  services,"  and  it 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

iirTV  ^l^^^^  resumed,  a*  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  the  Levy  Court  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria  to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
Iraying  the  expense  of  erecting  a  jail  and  court- 
house,   and  It  passed  to  a  third  reading 


^irT  .^  ^°*'^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VV  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  lor  an  additional  compensation  to 
the  district  judge  of  the  southern  district  of 
IMew  York,  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading-. 
1X7U  1^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin.  Samuel  and 
William  Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  junior," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 


the  select  committee;  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to.  the  Preside.nt  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question. 
Shall  the  amendmein  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  de 
termined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  " 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  the  amendments 
having  been  agreed  to.  the  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion   "bhall   the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 
«'T^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court 
tor  the  District  of  Columbia  to  prepare  a  code  of 
jurisprudence  lor  the  said  District,"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported 
"i*?  'm*  P°"^^  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed. and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Turner."  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

„  J^,*  ^^"*'^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VV  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  concerning  pre-emption  rights  given  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  to  sealers  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  in  the  Territories  of  Missouri  and 
Illinois."  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  lor  the  payment  of  the  militia  in  the  case 
therein  mentioned,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Newell,"  and  it 
pas.sed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
U  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  continuing  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of 
Government."  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
>V  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a  road 
in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  an  appropriation  for  repairing  certain 
roads  therein  described."  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  re&umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  John  Rodgers  and  others."  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
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)  JfosA^h  Stewart  and  others,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
licJ  ^ding. 


Whol  pihe  coDsidWaiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  aLr  .'OriziDg  tli'e  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to 
th 

'jRIES  OF  eECRETARY  AND  CLERK. 

Senate  restinv*^,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ig  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
late  and  Qerk  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
^and  maki  jg  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
clerks-employed  in  their  offices,"  together  with 
the  a^ndmenisjreporied   thereto  by  the  select 
comMpitee;  and  ^)n  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
firsiaTfendment.^o  wit :    '  Section  1,  line 6,  strike 
out,  "fcree  ihou*»nd,'  and   insert  '  two  thousand 
fiv.;  hmidred,"  it  Was  determined  in  the  negative — 
nays   18^as  follows: 
i — Messrs.  <*'ondit,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Lacock,  Ma- 
Robc/U,  Ruggles,  Varnum,  and  Wiison. 
[ewra.  (larbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
!  Daggett,    ^romenlin,    Goldsborough,   Harper, 
'    Howell,  King,   .Mason  of  New    Hampshire, 
of   Virgin^4,     Sanford,    Tait,    Tichenor,    and 

:  secotid  aniendment  having  been  agreed  to, 

lijl  was  further  amended,  and  on  motion  by 

LjiCOCK,  thai  the  further  consideration  of  the 

Vt  po>iponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  June 

ne|[.tiii  was  dettjrmined  in  the  negative — yeas  5, 

Dai^sfki^^.  as  follows: 

^lif^ — Messrs.  iLacock,  Macon,  Roberts,  Varnum, 
an^  \kjl8on.  » 

>i&f — Mewrs.  {Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Cbiac*2  Condit,  Djggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Golds- 
bocoi^.]\,  Gore,  Hi  per.  Horsey,  Howell,  King,  Mason 
Hanipshirt,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rug- 
nforJ,^  Taif,  Tichenor,  and  Wdliams. 
uriher  anjendment  having  been  agreed  to, 
E3IDE.NT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House;  and 
quesliori    to    concur   in   the  amendment 
■i|  to  as  in  C'ommittee  of  the  Whole,  to  wit : 
S^c^;n  3.  line  ];,  strike  out  '•  for  the  present  year 
oaly* '  it  was  dehermiaed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
1^.  r^ys  7.  as  foMows  : 

Y^— Messrs.  flarbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Dag- 
g^t.^oraentin,  (?aillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Harper, 
H|)rA^,  Howell, .  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
M^sM  of  Virginia,  Sanford,  Tait,  Tichenor,  and  Wil- 
Ii4ma| 

|NI»8 — Messrs.  Condjt,  Lacock,  Macon,  Morrow, 
Rib.fu,  Varnum^ and  Wilson. 

*   motion  b>'Mr.  Varnum,  to  add  a  new  sec- 
tipD^  follows :  * 

^d  be  it  fux'!her  enacted.  That  for  the  present 
y<jatj4iere  be  allowed  and  paid  two  hundred  dollars  to 
eachfjf  the  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  several  Depart- 
nren'^  of  the  Go*ernment,  whose  compensation  has 
net  k.-retofore  cA-eedcd  thirteen  hundred  dollars,  in 
ajldi  \t^  to  their  ijsual  compensation,  and  the  sum  of 
ntne  y  dollars  to,  each  of  the  messengers  and  assis- 
tant .uiessengers 'attached  to  the  Departments  of  the 
Oo*''*nment."     : 

itjwas   deterinined    in    the  negative— yeas  7, 
ray>i2L  as  folUjws : 

VV-^^R— Messrs,  Condit,   Lacock,  Roberta,  Ruggles, 
'xtiA'Varnum,  av-d  Williams. 


Nats — Mewra.  Barboar,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  King,  Macon,  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Tich- 
enor, Turner,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock.  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing section  : 

^And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  to  all  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  several  Departments  of  the  Government, 
who  receive  less  than  eight  hundred  dollars,  there 
shall  be  allowed  an  addition  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
for  the  present  year ;  to  all  clerks  who  receive  above 
eight  hundred  dollars  and  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  twenty  per  centum  ;  and 
to  all  clerks  who  receive  above  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  and  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  fifteen  per  centum  ;  and  to  the 
several  messengers  employed  in  the  public  offices,  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  them  respectively,  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  cent." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  18,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Howell, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  RoberU,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tait, 
Turner,  Varnum,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Har- 
per, Horsey,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Varnum,  to  add  the  follow- 
ing section  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Chaplains  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  shall  be  entitled  to  receive, 
as  compensation  for  their  services,  at  the  rale  of  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  each,  to  commence  with 
the  present  session  of  Congress." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  17,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Condit,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Howell, 
Morrow,  RoberU,  Ruggles,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey, 
King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Ma- 
son of  Virginia,  Sanford,  and  Williams. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?'' 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Frioay,  April  26. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  T.  Ross,  Daniel  T. 
Patterson,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under 
their  command,"  reported  it  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford,  it  was  agreed  that 
Harman  Hendricks  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition  and  paper*. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  acta  of 
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the   State  of  South   Carolina,  aothorizing   the 

City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  col- 
lect a  duly  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 
ports  ;  and  to  acts  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  au- 
thorizing the  imposition  and  collection  of  a  duty 
on  the  tonnag'e  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Savan- 
nah and  St.  Mary's,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee  ; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  disagreed  to, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  read 
a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Varnum  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Chaplains 
of  Congress  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  as- 
certain the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City 
of  Washington;  and  on  the  question.  "  Shall  this 
resolution  be  read  a  third  lime  ?"  it  wasdetermined 
in  the  negative.     So  the  resolution  was  lost. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  John  Rodgers  and  others,"  was  read  a 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  repairing  certain  roads  therein  described," 
was  read  a  third  timH,  and  passed. 

The'bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sur- 
veying and  making  a  road  in  the  Territory  of 
Illinois,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '"An  act  continuing  the  sala- 
ries of  certain  officers  of  Government,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph S.  Newell."  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  payment  of 
the  militia,  in  the  case  therein  mentioned,"  was 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pre-emp- 
tion rights  given  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
in  the  Territories  of  \^issouri  and  Illinois,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses 
Turner."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  billentilled  "Anact providingan  additional 
compensation  to  the  district  judge  of  the  southern 
district  of  New  York,*'  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  Levy 
Court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  lay  a  tax 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  erect- 
ting  a  jail  and  court-house,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  cases 
of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and  discharges  for 
faithful  services,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

beth    Hamilton.'*    was   read   a    third   time,   and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliza- 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  land 
disinci  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the  dis- 


trict of  Kaskaskia,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  providing  for  the  sale 
of  certain  lands  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  formerly 
set  apart  for  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain, 
and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Manac."  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  rebuilding  light-houses,  and  for  complet- 
ing the  plan  of  lighting  them  according  to  the 
improvements  of  Winslow  Lewis;  for  placing 
beacons  and  buoys;  for  preserving  Little  Gull 
Island  ;  and  for  surveying  the  coast  of  the  United 
Stales,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  three  light-houses,  viz  :  one  on  Race  Point, 
one  on  Point  Gammon,  and  one  on  the  Island  ot 
Petite  Manon,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  lo  alter  certain  parts 
of  the  act  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,"  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  passed  ihe  30th  of  March,  1802,  to  regulate 
the  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  was  read 
a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  allowing  pay  to  cer- 
tain persons  made  prisoners  wiih  the  revenue  cutter 
Surveyor,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and 
others,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  John 
P.  Maxwell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Todd,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  on  the  question,  ''  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays 
15,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messm.  Barry,  Brown,  Daggett,  Goldsbo- 
rough, Horsey,  Howell,  Sanford,  Tait,  and  Wells. 

Natr — Messrs.  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit,  Gaillard, 
Gore,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tiche- 
nor, Turner,  Varnum,  Williams,  and  WiUon. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  and  to  allow  him  a  compensa- 
tion for  his  agency  in  countersigning  and  i^suing 
Treasury  notes,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  a  skilful  assistant  in 
the  corps  of  engineers,  was  read  a  third  lime  and 
passed. 
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T-ietonendmenu  to  ihe  resolution  to  indera-  |  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 

nifyJtffz  Mowrj^and   others,  having  been   re- \  rend  &  third  time  as  amended. 

portfdU^  the  com^aittee  correctly  engrossed,  the        Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

resolutKi  was  rea^  a  third  time  as  amended.         ]      The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 

R'SiSted,  That  tjis  resolution  pass  with  amend-  [  auihorizmg  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
men\sT.  t  '  District  of  Columbia,  to  prepare  a  codeofjuris- 

The*mendmen?5  to  the  bill  entitled  '•  An  act  '  prudence  for  the  said  District,"  having  been  re- 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  ,  ported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
the  puCtc  lands  irrthe  Territories  of  Illinois  and  billjmras  read  la  third  time  as  amended. 
Misso' 3.'' having ^een  reported  by  the  commit- 


Tbii 
con<ie 
pri*** 

COD) 

a  tbi 


tee  cctoectly  engr.^ssed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
tim*-  afi*mended.  '- 

R/iaffxtd.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments^ 

Thef  *nendmenis  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
for  thttyadual  increase  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
Sta^etJ/'having  bi-en  reported  by  the  committee 
corre^fe'  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  a?n#^ed.  < 

Res\iY^d,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 

meri  . 

mendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
ing_the  owners,  officers,  and  crew  of  the 
r  Roger, '^>  having  been  reported  by  the 
tee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
.time  as  anjendea. 
Ife^ired.  That  this  bijl  pass  with  amendments. 
ThK  amendment  to  rhe  bill  entitled  '"An  act 
forms' relief  of  i^avid  Coffin,  Samuel  and  Wil- 
liam Slodman,  JCnd  Samuel  Rodman,  junior," 
ha^lti  J  been  repoiited  by  the  committee  correctly 
enfforJed.  the  b>ll  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amjD^^ 

//e||/re(i.   Thai  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 

m^if. 

TM  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
lot  tlfct  relief  of  Peter  Audrain."  having  been  re- 
pofterlby  the  coriimittee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  ^Mfe  read  a  thSrd  time  as  amended. 

iltEHlved,  Thai  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 

mepVi 

TW  amendmt^-nts  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
fi^jn-  :he  compeaisation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
ShP  jl^  atid  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivt-'^fjod  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
C^r»  employe-1  in  their  offices,"  having  been 
T^»o^^d  by  the  committee  correctly  engroseed, 
1  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
lived.  Thai  this  bill  pass  with  amendments, 
bill  entitjjed  'An  act  making  an  appro- 
n  for  end  ;sing  and  improving  the  public 
near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the  office 
itoraissioneis  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and 
of  "'^perintendOit.  and  for  the  appointment  of 
oije  ^o'""^'^^^^'^***'  °^  ^^^  Public  Buildings,"  was 
re^id*!  third  time  as  amended. 
9?|J)/reci,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
TK;  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  '•*•>"- 
fcf  !*e  confirmation  of  certain  claims  ( 


An  act 
to  land  in 


aw« 


IV 


jstern  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana," 
tiv  been  repv-rted  by  the  committee  correctly 

Ved.   the  |)ill   wa"   read  a   third   time   as 
,;ed. 

*golved.  Tha.1  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
amendm»*nts  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
4*blish  post  roads."  having  been  reported  by 


Resolved.   That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell, 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  following  petitions  and  memorials, 
to  wit :  the  memorial  of  Richard  Caton  and 
others;  the  memorial  of  Abner  Landrum  ;  the 
memorial  of  Thomas,  George,  and  Thomas,  and 
others;  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and 
Washington;  the  memorial  of  Stephen  Girard 
and  others  ;  the  jjetition  of  Joseph  Marquand  ;  the 
petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis ;  the  petition  of  the  Co- 
lumbian Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria  ; 
and  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  be  dis- 
charged frond  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
respectively. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  Barbour, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  following  pe- 
titions and  memorials,  to  wit:  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Putnam  ;  the  petition  of  Mathew  W. 
M'Lellan ;  the  petition  of  Horatio  Aldin  and 
Company  ;  the  petition  of  John  Rudolph  ;  the 
petition  of  Robert  Lovewell ;  the  petition  of  Ber- 
nard O'Neal  ;  the  memorial  of  Mathew  M'Con- 
nel  and  others;  the  petition  of  Robert  Sewall ; 
the  petition  of  Nicholas  Boilevin  ;  the  petition  of 
John  de  Lassize ;  and  the  petition  of  Henry 
Dishbrou  and  James  Chittenden,  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respec- 
tively. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  survey  of  two  millions  of 
acres  of  the  public  lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quantity 
heretofore  authorized  to  be  surveyed,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  as  military  bounty  lands," 
and  It  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  for  reducing  the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise," and  It  passed  to  a  third  reading'. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain 
export  bonds  executed  by  Casper  C.  Schutte," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  agreed  to  re- 
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consider  the  vote  on  the  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  relative  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  it 
was  determined  to  strike  out  '•  Wednesday,  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  "  and  insert  "Tuesday,  the 
30th  day  of  April,  instant  ,"  and  on  the  question, 
•'  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed  and  the 
resolution  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  that  the  resolution  be  now  read  a 
third  time,  it  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Varndm.  as 
against  the  rule. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Edmund 
Stephenson,  praying  for  an  increase  of  pension. 
as  stated  in  the  petition,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners," to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  relative  to  the  more  effectual  collec- 
tion of  the  public  revenue,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 


Saturday,  April  27. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown, 
Ordered,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  following  memorials  and   petitions, 
viz:  the  memorial  of  Jesse  Torrey,  junior ;  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
the  petition  of  Cornelia  Livingston  and  P.  V.  B. 
Livingston,  of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  the 
petition  of  John  Jones  and  others,  be  discharged 
from  the    further  consideration  thereof,   respec- 
tively. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams. 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  G.  Bowen,and 
others,  messengers  of  the  Public  Departments.be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 
Mr.  Fromenti.n  laid  before  the  Senate  the  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature  ol  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution ot  the  United  States,  limiting  the  term  of 
service  for  Senators  of  the  United  Stales  to  four 
years,  a^  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale 
of  Georgia. 

The  resolution  and  proposed  amendment  were 
read. 

Mr.  Fromenti.n  also  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana,disapproving  and  rejecting  iheamendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  by  the 
States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

The  resolution  and  proposed  amendments  were 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iDlormed  ilie  Senate  that  they  disagree  to  the 
amendments  of  tiie  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 


"An  act  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
tentaiives,  and  making  temporary  provision  for 
the  clerks  in  their  offices.  They  have  concurred 
in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  establish  post  roads,"  except  the 
third,  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Chap- 
lains of  Congress  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
the  blank  having  been  filled  with  ''  five  hundred," 
on  tlie  question,  ''  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  having 
been  reported  by  the  Committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  resolution  was  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  resolution  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
to  cancel  certain  bonds  executed  by  Casper  C. 
Schutte;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  la^t  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Secretary  of  the   Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  mak- 
ing a  temporary  provision   for   the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  iheir  offices,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Representatives.     Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  they  insist  thereon. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recoinmiited  the  bill  dividing  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the   Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
iheir  disagreement  to  the  first  and  second  amend- 


ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
clerks  employed  in   their  offices."     They   have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  a  draw- 
back of  duties  on  spirits  distiUed  and  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  States  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  a 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  of  Indians,  concluded  at  Washington 
on  the  22d  day  of  March,  1816;"  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  making 
alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  Warpepartments, 
passed  the  8ih  day  of  May,  1792;"— in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  a  drawback 
of  duties  on   spirits  distilled   and  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  States"  was  read  the  second 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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T^  J  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria 
ticns-  J»ir  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the 
Unit,  j  States  anj  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians, 
cone  5jed  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  ofMarch 
18L6  ivwas  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 


t.  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
airs. 


dent  of  the  United  States,  recommending  the 
creation  of  a  distinct  department  for  the  issuing  of 
patent?,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  lo  the 
bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 


ARBOuh,  from  the  Committee  on  Military    Register  of  the   Treasury,  and  to  allow   him 


to  whom  the  bill  last  mentioned  was 
,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
ssed  toa  third  reading;  and  the  bill  was  read 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  first 
Ird  amendment.^,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
.  .resentatives,  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
ikhe  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senile  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivesl^nd  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
cierk*<eraployed  in  their  office;.'"  Whereupon, 
on  nfcion  by  Mr.  Kino. 

R-^lved,  That  they  do  further  insist  on  their 
first  Kd  third  amendments,  and  ask  a  conference 
on  tlji  disagreeing  voles  of  the  two  Houses. 

Olfered,  That  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Williams,  and 
Mtv  |4a90n  of  New  Hampshire,  be  the  managers 
isame  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
^  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
iking  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War 
iments,  pas!,ed  the  8th  day  of  May,  1792," 
id  the  seccyid  tirae  by  unanimous  consent, 
reside  red  asm  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
to  a  third- reading.     It  was  read  a  third 
time'  ^  unanimoiis  consent,  and  passed. 

^1  .^Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was   \ferred  the  resolution  relative  to  the  more 


compensation  for  his  agency  in  countersigning 
and  issuing  Treasury  notes." — Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  they  concur  therein. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  heirs  and 
representatives  of  Ignace  Delino  had  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  Lacock.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  in- 
valid p)ensioners,"  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  further  amended,  and  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly; 
and  on  the  question,  'Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?''  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  year  1816;  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question, 
"Shall  this  bill  be  engro-sed,  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third   time   bv  unanimous 


resolution 
eftVcf,jal  collectioiiof  the  public  revenue,  reported  I  consent,  and  passed 

it  Wti  an  amendment,  which  was  read,  and  con-  Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
sideifT!  as  in  Coiamiitee  of  the  Whole;  and  Mr.  ^  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  allow  a  draw- 
DA>l?having  submitted  a  further  amendment,  on  I  back  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sugar  re- 
m(iti%  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  further  consideration  I  fined  within  the  United  States,"  reported   it  with 


fcfresolutioD,  together  with  the  amendments, 

[(Stponed  uirtil  Monday  next, 
fiessage  fro^i  the  House  of  Representatives 
i!>ed  the  Senate  that  the  House  further  insist 
Ur  disagreement  to  the  first  and  third  amend- 
Kof  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
[the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
ind  makinjr  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
in  their  offices."  They  agree  to  the  con- 
proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have  ap- 
manager;  on  their  part. 


M.ONDAY,  April  29. 
0^:raotion  by  Mr.  Fromenti.n,  Dennis  de  la 
Ron,  ,,  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana rt  \he  petiiioijers.  by  a  number  of  citizens  of 

la.  in  behalf  of  John  de  Las- 

and  also  the  petitioners  in 

b<-!)»  ^of  Jumontille  dc  Villiers  and  others;  had 

■'  ' "' "''   petitions  and   papers, 


ana  u  \he  petiiioijers. 
tbe  jkate  of  Loujsian: 
zize.wb  IN'ew  Orleans ; 


their 


leiv J:' to   wilh;Jr|w 
re*p\  cjfively. 

O  *moiion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee  to 
w{^CA,'i  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Presi- 


amendments;  which  were  read,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  amend- 
ments havinor  been  agreed  to.  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on 
the  question,  '"Shall  the  amendments  be  engross- 
ed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amended  ?'' 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  lime  as  amended,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pa.«!s  with  amendments. 

The  engrossed  bill,  fixing  the  compensation  of 
the  Chaplains  of  Congress,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  iheir  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  post 
roads;"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives.    Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  mak- 
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Senate. 


ing  a  temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  employed 
in  their  offices,"  reported  that  the  Senate  insist 
on  their  first  and  third  amendments,  and  that  the 
bill  be  further  amended  by  adding,  after  the  word 
"  effect."  in  the  last  line,  the  words.  ''  and  continue 
in  force  for  two  years." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
last  mentioned.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  therein,  and  that 
the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 

reading: 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobia*  Simpson, 
and  George  Hicks,  Aasistants  lo  the  Sergeant-at-.\rm8 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid,  out  of  the  con- 
tingenl  fund,  two  dollars  a  day  for  each  day  they  may 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress;  and  that  Charles  Tims  be  allowed  one 
hundred  dollars  for  his  attendance  during  the  present 
session. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  ;  and  on  the  question.  ''Shall 
this  resolution  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  to 
increase  the  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  to  allow  him  a  compensation  for  his 
agency  in  countersigning  and  is>uing  Treasury 
notes,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  con- 
curred in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  making  a 
temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  in  their  offices," 
and  that  the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

COLLECTION  OF  THE  REVENUE. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  more  effectual  collectiof  of  the  public 
revenue,  toeeiher  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto. 

The  resolution  was  in  the  following  wonis: 
Reiolved,  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprei>etUa- 
tives  of  the  Lnited  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  deem  necessary,  to  cause,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debu,  or  sums  of  money  ac- 
cruing or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared  ;  and 
that,  from  and  after  ihe  twentieth  day  of  February 
next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money 
accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  Sutes  as 
aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise 
than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or 
Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbocr,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  9,  nays  21.  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Goldsborough,  Lacock,  Ma- 
son of  Virginia,  Morrow,  RoberU,  Kuggles,  Wells,  and 
Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Chace,  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Harper, 
Howell,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  San- 
ford,  Tail.  Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Williams. 
On  the  question  lo  agree  to  the  following 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee  : 

Strike  out  all  the  resolution  after  the  word  "  assem- 
bled," in  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following : 

That  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  ac- 
cruing or  becoming  due  to  the  United  States,  ought  to 
be  collected  and  received  in  the  lawful  money  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared. 

And  resolved  further,  That,  from  and  after  the 

Jay  of next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums 

of  money  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United 
States  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received 
otherwise  than  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  aforesaid  :  Provided,  nevertheless, 

That,  until  the day  of next,  it  shall  be  lawful 

for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  said  du- 
ties, taxes,  debt.s,  or  sums  of  money  so  accruing  and 
becoming  payable,  to  be  collected  and  received  in  the 
notes  of  any  bank  established  by  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  or  of  any  of  them,  which  shall  be  equal  in 
value  to  the  Treasury  notes,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
and  two-fifths  per  cent,  per  annum.  And  in  case  the 
notes  of  any  of  the  said  banks  shall  be  of  less  value 
than  the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid,  the  same  may  be 
received  at  a  discount  equal  to  the  difference  in  value 
between  such  notes  and  the  aforesaid  Treasury  notes, 
at  the  time  the  same  shall  be  so  received.  And  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from 
time  to  time,  to  ascertain  the  difference  aforesaid,  and 
to  issue  instructions  directing  the  rates  of  discount  at 
which  such  notes  shall  respectively  be  so  received. 

And  resolved  further,  That  whenever  the  notes  of 
any  of  the  aforesaid  banks,  which  shall  be  of  less  value 
than  the  aforesaid  Treasury  notes,  shall  be  paid  in 
satisfaction  of  any  debt  or  sum  of  money  due  from  the 
United  Sutes,  the  same  shall  be  paid  at  a  discount 
equal  to  the  difference  in  value  between  such  notes 
and  the  aforesaid  Treasury  notes  at  the  lime  of  such 
payment. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  19,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Chace,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin. 
Gore,  Howell,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  San- 
ford,  Tichenor,  and  Turner. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell, 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Harper,  Lacock,  Ma- 
con, .Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles, 
Tail.  Varnum,  Wells,  Wdliams,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following  mo- 
tion, proposed  bv  Mr.  Dana  : 

"  And  that  bank  bdls  or  notes,  which  may  be  re- 
ceived in  pavment  of  sums  due  to  the  Lnited  Statfti. 
in  any  one  district  of  the  customs,  shall  be  equally 
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ruciftable  in  payueiit  of  like  duties  within  erery  other 

d^tl«;t;" 

ij   was  detercained    in    the   negative — yeas  3, 
na'K  27.  as  follows  : 

■^  j^ks — Messrs^  Dana,  Macon,  and  Turner. 
trr-lTs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell, 
t5ii  Q ',  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Golds- 
b«r  i^gb,  Gore,  Harper,  Howell,  King,  Lacock,  Mason 
of-  '»w  Hampshire,  Maiton  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rob- 
eirt/ )Ruggles.  Sanford,  Tait,  Tichenor,  \  amum,  Welli, 
N/iJ^-ams,  and  Wilson. 

.  ifl".  CampbelI  tnored  to  add  a  clause  (substan- 
tia^) to  inclu-le.  in  the  receivable  paper,  the 
noifi  of  all  ban  ;s  which  shall  pay  their  notes  on 
dctw4|nd  in  the  learal  currency  of  the  United  Stales  ; 


'm 


h  was  agrt;t*d  to. 
Ui  the  question,  "Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grcir'^ed.  and  the.  resolution  read  a  third  tinae  as 
atojisded  ?"'  it  wiiks determined  in  theaffirmative — 
yta»<l9.  nays  11;  as  fellows: 

■"V*4i§ — Messrs.. "Barry,  Bibb.  Campbell,  Chacc, Gon- 
dii,f  Raggett,  Dina,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Harper, 
Ho%ill,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanford,  Tail, 
Ticfcinor,  Turner^  Vamum,  and  Williauns. 

Xtrs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  King, 
Lai^Jk.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  .Morrow,  Roberts, 
Ruitoles,  Wells,  spid  Wilson. 

'ffie  amendmL*nts  having  been  reported  by  the 
coiM#oittee  corr-yctly  engrossed,  the  resolution  was 
riia^a  third  tifae,  as  aaiended,  by  unanimous 
c^nj^nt. 

h 


;  Ki$olx>ed,  Thi|t  this  resolution  pass  with  amend- 


n>e^ 


a 


Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  followiog  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  House  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simp- 
son, and  George  Hicks,  the  extra  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  uniform  good 
conduct. 

And  the  resolution  was  three  tioaes  read  by 
unanimous  consent  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Varnu.m  and  Mr.  Roberts  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the 
pmrt  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify 
him  that,  unless  he  may  have  any  further  com- 
munication to  make  to  the  two  House?  of  Con- 
gress, they  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  sixty-one  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  for  fur- 
nishing an  extra  horse  for  forty-one  days  at  the  present 
session. 

And  the  resolution  was  three  times  read  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Varnu.m  reported  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee that  they  bad  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  ihem  that  he  had 
no  further  communication  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  finish- 
ed the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 


f  uEsnAY,  April  30. 
jJ^jmessafje  frim  the  House  of  Representatives 
iyf>jmed   the  ^nate  that  they  have  passed   the  I  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finish 
blli.yrom  the   i^enate.  entitled  "An  act  making  I  ed  the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are  about 
Hirf^er   approprjaiions   for   the  year  1816,'"  with  j  to  adjourn. 

an  gumendment^  in  which  they  request  the  con- 1      Whereupon,  the  President  adjourned  the  Sen- 
(i,ui,>nce  of  the,Senaie.  i  ate  sine  die, 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

\T  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  4,  1815. 


Monday.  December  4.  1815. 
This  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  for  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, the  following  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  appeared,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, and  took  their  seats,  to  wit: 

From  l^'etu  Hampshire — Charles  H.  .\therton,  Brad- 
bury Cilley,  Roger  Vose,  and  Jeduthun  Wilcox. 

From  .yfaisarhusetts—W  iWiiim  Baylies.  George  Brad- 
bury, Elijah   Brigham.   Brnjamin    Brown,  Samuel  S. 
Conner,    John    W.    Hulbert.    Cyrus    King,    Jeremiah  \ 
Nelson,  Albion    K.  Parris,  Timothy  Pickering,  John  j 
Reed,  Thomas  Rice,  Nathaniel  Ruggles,  and  Solomon  ] 
Strong. 

From  Rhode  Island — John  L.  Boss,  junior. 
From  Connecticut — Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  Lyman  Law,  Jonathan  O.  Moselcy, 
and  Lewis  B.  Sturges. 

From  Vermont — Daniel  Chipman,  Luther  Jewett, 
Chauncey  Langdon,  .^sa  Lyon,  Charles  Marsh,  and 
John  Noyes. 

From  Sew  York — Samuel  R.  Belt*,  James  Birdsall, 
Micah  Brooks,  Oliver  C.  Comstock,  Henry  Crocheron, 
Thoma.s  R.  Gold,  Jabez  D.  Hammond,  John  Lovett, 
Hosea  Moffit,  John  Savage,  .\braham  H.  Schenck, 
John  W.  Taylor,  Enos  T.  Throoo,  George  Townsend, 
Jonathan  Ward,  and  James  W.  Wilkin. 

From  Sew  Jersey — Ezra  Baker,  Ephraim  Baleman, 
and  Henry  Southard. 

From  Pennsylvania — William  Crawford,  William 
Darlington,  John  Hahn,  Joseph  Heister,  Joseph  Hop- 
kinson,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Aaron  Lyle,  William 
Maclay,  William  Milnor,  William  Piper,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  Wallace,  John  Whiteside,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, and  William  Wilson. 

From  Delaware — Thomas  Cooper. 
From  Maryland — John  C.  Herbert,  Philip  Stuart, 
and  Robert  Wright 

From  Virginia — Philip  P.  Barbour,  James  Breck- 
cnndge,  Wilham  .\.  Burwell,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  P.  Hungerford, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  William  .McCoy,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  NewUin,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  WiUiam  H. 
Roane,  Ballard  Smi'h,  Magnus  Tate,  and  Henry  St. 
George  Tucker. 

From  Sorth  Carolina — Joseph  H.  Bryan,  James 
W.  Clarke.  John  Culpeper,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Wil- 


liam  H.  Murfree,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  Williams, 
and  Bartleft  Yancey. 

From  South  Carolina — John  C.  Calhoun,  John  J. 
Chappell,  William  Lowndes,  William  Mayrant.  Henry 
Middleton,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Taylor,  and  William 
Woodward. 

From  Georgia— John  Forsyth,  BolliHg  Hall,  Wil- 
son Lumpkin,  and  Richard  Henry  Wilde. 

From  Ke7iiucky—J&mes  Clark,  Henrv  Clay,  Joseph 
Desha,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Alney  McLean,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Solomon  P.  Sharjie,  and  Micah  Taul. 

From  Tennessee — Neveton  Cannon,  Bennett  H. 
Henderson,  Samuel  Powell,  James  B.  Reynolds,  and 
Isaac  Thomas. 

From  Ohio — John  Alexander,  James  Caldwell,  Da- 
vid Clendenin,  William  Creighton,  jun.,  and  John  Mc- 
Lean. 

From  I^uisiana — Thomas  B.  Robertson. 

A  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  members,  being  present,  the 
House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker,  and.  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it  ap- 
peared that  Henry  Clay,  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives for  the  State  of  Kentucky,  was  duly  elected : 
Whereupon,  Mr.  Clay  was  conducted  to  the 
Speaker's  Chair,  and  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  prescribed 
by  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  time 
and  manner  of  administering  certain  oaths,"  was 
administered  to  him  by  Mr.  Wright,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  Slate  of  Maryland;  after  which 
he  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the  House  in 
the  following  words: 

"  Ge:?tleme>  :  It  is  not  merely  in  compliance  with 
a  respectful  usage,  but  from  the  most  profound  grati- 
tude, that  I  thank  you  for  the  honor  which  you  have 
just  conferred  on  me.  I  shall  find,  m  the  discharge  of 
the  arduous  duties  of  the  Chair,  considerable  allevia- 
Uon,  from  the  natural  progress  of  the  system  of  order, 
and  from  the  improvement  which  it  has  received  under 
tho  able  presidency  of  my  predecessor.  But,  gentle- 
men, it  is  chiefly  upon  your  liberal  co-operaUon  and 
support  that  I  place  my  rehance.  Under  the  eipecU- 
tion  of  receiving  this,  I  shall  proceed,  with  all  the  im- 
partiality of  which  I  am  capable,  to  the  execution  of 
ihe  duties  which  you  have  assigned  me,  soliciting  your 
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ii>dt||iL'nce  for  unintentional  error,  and  soliciting  it 
pirl,  Alarly  durin^j-my  present  indisposition." 

T^A?  oath  or  offirraation  to  support  the  Con- 

siiti^Aon  of  ihe  United   States,  as  prescribed  by 

tLe|I:t  above  nui^ntioned,  was  then  administered. 

by  i&  Speaker,  to  all  the  other  members  present. 

-,   aTiLLiAM    LaJttimore,    from    the    Mississippi 

Xeituory  ;  Jonathan   Jennings,  from  the  Indi- 

ajia^4'e'''''^ory  '  *f"^  Benjamin  Stephenson,  from 

tuejftiinois  Terjiiory,  having  also  appeared  and 

id  their  (Credentials  as  delegates  to  repre- 

senlirhe  said  Tzrritories  in  the  fourteenth  Con- 

^'  the  saiJ  o*th  was  administered  to  them  by 

Jpeaker,  wfien  they  look  their  seats. 

*,e  House  pijbceeded  to  elect  a  Clerk,  when  it 

».red   that  ail   one   hundred  and  twenty-two 

y  Thomas  Pougherty,  Esq.,  had  one  hun- 

Irel^nd  fourteei,  and  was,  therefore,  duly  elected. 

'rfe  SPEAKEif  laid   before  the  House  a  letter 

fro^Joseph  VV.'^eatoii,  offering  himself  as  a  can- 

(Jidy  f  for  Sergtant-at-Arms. 

•  Gg-  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  after  some  little 

(Ji^f^sion,  it  w;is 

5  jp^olved,  Tl$it  Thomas  Dunn  be  appointed 
Sjerj**antat  Arnjs;  Thomas Claxlon,  Doorkeeper ; 
^nl;iienjamin  ^urch.  Assistant  Doorkeeper  to 
tbift^Iouse.         » 

'fcjl'e  several  resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate 
we*^received,  read,  and  concurred  lo. 

^ssrs.  Wri4ht  and  Hopkinson,  were  ap- 
}ioi|?fed  the  cononittee  on  the  part  of  this  House 
tv  F^iit  on  the  IVesident  of  the  United  States. 

lissrs.  Low.ijDEa,  Forsyth,  and  Champion, 
^e  ^appointed  ^o  inquire  into  the  slate  of  the 
ne\  (ftuilding  pcepaied  by  the  citizens  for  Con- 
gr»  <^. 

'  "i.e  usual  orders  as  to  rules,  &c..  were  adopted. 


^._;  TcESDAY,  December  5. 

^reral  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Pennsyl- 
ya&l,  Jared  IiIwin;  from  Maryland,  George 
|34l|r  ;  from  V'irginia,  James  Johnson,  John 
(C^B,  and  Dajiel  Shefeey  ;  and  from  Norih 
Cij^ina.  William  Gaston,  and  Daniel  M. 
)*'(MfiEY,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
^tl^  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

^'/r.   Wright,   from   the  joint  commiiiee  ap- 

fio*|ted  yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
Ji  'ied  States,  -reported  that  the  committee  had 
pe  ^nned  that'service,  and  that  the  President 
nD  ."^ered  that  5e  would  make  a  communication 
to  ^e  two  Hourcs  to-day,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

^  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
yi  /T  OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read, 
tin  frreferred  lo  the  Coramiitee  of  the  Whole  on 
\h*!«ftate  of  tht!  Union.  [For  this  Message  see 
SjUte  proceedings  of  this  date,  ante  page  12.] 


Wednesday.  December  6. 
■^ijveral  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  Jer- 
Lewis  Coi^DicT;   from  Pennsylvania,  John 
[ceant;  and  from  North  Carolina,  William 
iOVk.;  apptfared,  produced  their  credentials, 
quahti^jj^Dd  repaired  to  iheir  seats. 


Ordered.  That  the  petition  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  for  an  adtnission  into 
the  Union,  as  an  independent  Slate,  presented  on 
the  21st  of  January,  1815,  be  referred  lo  Messrs. 
Lattimohe,  Robertson,  Cannon,  McLean,  of 
Kentucky,  Strong,  Noyes,  and  Lumpkin. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  pro- 
posing liie  usual  appointment  of  two  Cliaplains 
of  differi  nl  religious  denominations,  to  inter- 
change weekly  between  the  iwo  Houses. 

This  proposition  was  concurred  in,  with  some 
dl^seDting  voices,  and  to-morrow  assigned  for 
the  election  of  the  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
Standing  Committees  were  ordered  to  be  appoint- 
ed, pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 
They  are  as  follows  : 

Committee  of  Elections— ^Ir.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Piper.  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr. 
Vose.  Mr.  Barbour,  and  Mr.  Law. 

Committee  of  IVays  and  Means — Mr.  Lowndes, 
Mr.  Burwell.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Moseley,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Ingham,  and  Mr. 
Gaston. 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures — 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Murfree,  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  Par- 
ris,  Mr.  Chappell,  Mr.  Boss,  and  Mr.  Sergeant. 

Committee  of  Claims — Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, Mr.  Goodwyn.  Mr.  Davenport.  Mr.  Lyle. 
Mr.  Stanford,  and  Mr.  Chipman. 

Committee  on  the  Public  Lands — Mr.  Robert- 
son, Mr.  Creighlon.  Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  Mr. 
Hall.  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  McCoy, 
and  Mr.  Sturges. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia — Mr. 
Tucker,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Savage,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Brigham. 

Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads— 
Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  Breckenridge,  Mr. 
Throop,  Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  Mr. 
Laugdon. 

Committee  on  Pensions  ami  Retolutionary 
Claims — .Mr.  Chajipell.  Mr.  Comstock,  Mr.  Siuart. 
Mr.  Milnor,  Mr.  Southard,  Mr.  Henderson,  and 
Mr.  Wilcox. 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary — Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Mr.  Cooper.  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Wilde.  Mr.  Gold,  and  Mr.  Sergeant. 

Committee  oJi  Public  Expenditures— Mr.  Mur- 
free, Mr.  Gholson,  Mr.  Champion,  Mr.  Thomas 
Wilson,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Mr.  Wallace. 

Committee  of  Accounts — Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio, 
Mr.  Rudd,  and  Mr.  Beil>. 

Committee  ofJievisaland  Unfinished  Business — 
Mr.  Condici,  Mr.  Bradbury,  and  Mr.  Maclay. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Con- 
DicT  in  the  Chair,  the  Message  of  the  President 
was  read.     Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ta.y- 
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LOR,  of  New  York,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Foreign 
Affairs,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  That  so  much  af^  relates  to  the  Military  Peace 
EsUblishment,  to  the  organization  of  a  Corpsof  Invalids, 
to  Fortifications,  to  the  protection  of  the  Inland  Fron- 
tier, and  to  the  Mihtary   Academies,   be  referred  to  a 

selact  committee.  ,   » «.         . 

3.  That  so  much  afl  relates  to  our  IN  aval  Affairs,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  an  Uniform  NaUonal 
Currency,  be  referred  to  e  select  committee.  ^ 

.^.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  Roads  and  Canals,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

6.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  a  National  Seminary 
of  Learning  within  the  Dutrict  of  Columbia,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

7.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  classification  and 
organization  of  the  MihUa,  be  referred  lo  a  select  com- 
mittee, 

8.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  an  alleviation  of  the 
burdens  imj)06ed  by  the  necessities  of  the  War,  and 
the  general  subject  of  the  Revenue,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

9.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  Manufactures,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

10.  That  the  said  committees  have  leave  to  report  by 

bill  or  otherwise. 

These  resolutions  having  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  to  the  House,  were  all  concurred  in. 
Mr.  Forsyth.  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Wilkin.  Mr. 
Gholson,  Mr.  Aiherlon,  Mr.  Sheffty,  and  Mr. 
Sharpe,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  lo 
the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr. 
Moore,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Forsyth.  Mr.  De- 
sha. Mr.  Champion,  and  Mr.  Hulbert,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  pursuant  to  the  second  reso- 
lution. ^ 

Mr.  Plea<^ants,  Mr.  Middleion,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Parris,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Boss,  and  Mr.  M.  Lean, 
of  Kentucky,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  Mr.  Macon.  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr. 
Hopkinson,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Tucker,  and  Mr. 
Pickering,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
10  the  fourth  resolution. 

Mr.  Creighlon,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Ingham,  Mr.  Condict,  Mr.  Loveit,  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, were  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  fifth  resolution. 

Mr.  Wilde.  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr. 
Sheffey.  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Savage,  and  Mr.  Orms- 
by,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
sixth  resolution. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  Mr.Kerr.ofVirginia.  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Moore, 
of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Breckenridge,  and  Mr. 
Forney,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  seventh  resolution. 

Mr.  Gholson  suggested  a  doubt  whether  these 
resolutions  embraced  a  subject  of  very  great  ira- 
portance,  which  wa>  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent  to  iheir  atteaiion.    He  referred  to  the  au- 


thority which,  in  the  view  of  the  President,  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
cflBciently  to  command  the  services  of  the  militia 
in  the  cases  contemplated  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Taylor  referred  lo  the  Message  to  show 
that,  by  necessary  connexion,  this  topic  was  in- 
cluded in  the  general  terms  of  the  resolution  (as 
above)  which  relates  to  the  organization  of  the 
militia.  It  was  therefore  in  his  opinion  already 
committed.  If  at  any  future  day  an  express  in- 
struction on  that  bead  to  the  committee  should  be 
found  to  be  necessary,  it  could  then  be  given. 

Mr.  Wright  said   there  was  another  very  im- 
portantsubject  adverted  to  by  the  President  which 
was  not  embraced,  he  believed,  in  the  resolutions 
just  adopted  ;  though  he  was  not  certain  it  was 
not,  because   he  could  not  distinctly  understand 
them  by  casually  hearing  them  read  and  decided 
on  without  previous  notice.     He  reterred  lo  the 
recommendation  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  militia  called  into  service  during  the  late  war, 
without  ihe  authority  of  the  United  Stales.     This 
was  a  subject  he  had  much  at  heart,  not  only  as 
respected  the  Slate  he  represented,  but  other  parts 
of  the  Union,  whose  militia  had  promptly  turned 
out  to  meet  the  enemy  before  the  authority  of  the 
United   States  could   be  put  in  motion  to  guide 
their  zeal.     It  was  due  to  the  militia  who  fought 
for  the  country  that  they  should  be  paid  ;  it  was 
due  to  the  magnanimity   of  the  nation    that  it 
should    make  the    payment  from   the   National 
Treasury.     In    the  part  of  the  State  which  he 
represented,  all  the  military  duties  during  the  war 
had  been  performed  at  the  instance  of  the  militia 
officers,  Ihe  country  being  so  cut  off  by  the  bay 
from  the   seals  of  both    the  State  and    General 
Governmenis.  as  to  prevent  prompt  communica- 
tion with  them.  The  recommendation  on  this  sub- 
ject contained   in  the  Message  was  one  which, 
he  said,  did  great  credit  to  ihe  head  and  heart  of 
the  Executive,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
overlook  or  slight  it.  <tc. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  observed  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  defer  the  exarnina- 
I  lion  of  this  subject  until  brought  before  the  Con- 
gress in  some  shape  by  the  parlies  concerned.     It 
'  these  separate   exertions  of  patriotism    required 
I  compensation,  they  would  be  brought  before  Con- 
gress in  the  form  of  memorials,  from  the  States  or 
1  individuals  who  had  made  them.     Thus  brought 
j  before  Congress,  the  subject  might  be  referred  to 
a  committee  and  generally  and  fully  examined. 

Mr.  Wright,  after  some  further  remarks,  sub- 
mitted the  following  motion : 

"  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates 
to  the  arrangement  of  the  militia  expenses,  incurred 
by  the  several  State  GovernmenU,  without  the  pre/'ous 
sanction  or  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  Lnited 
Steles,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con.;  and 
Messrs.  Wright,  Barbour,  Rice,  Powell, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Lyon,  and  OiLLEY,were 
appointed  the  committee.  .u.,,-  ,-«  = 

NIr.P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  said  there  was 
another  subject  of  importance  referred  to  in  the 
Message,  which  he  wished  to  bring  to  the  view  of 
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Tl  M  report,  wlucli  would  probably  afford  all  the 
iol  Jmaiion  the^genileman  desired,  might  be  ex- 
-'■     'd   in  a  few  days;  and    *' ~*  ' 

id  ofcourse'becorae  th( 
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pe 
wa 
tee 
u 


ch 

TO 

Pe 

liu 
(b 


louse,  that,  if  not  included  in  the  references 

dv  made,  it  might  be  referred  to  a  commit- 

He  meant  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 

iluiacalled^.outregularly  underthe  authority 

United  SJales.  who  had  not  yet  been  paid. 

osequence  vf  the  deficiency  in  the  amount  of 

)priatious   ^T    that  object.     He   had  actual 

ledge  of  tlje  fact  of  many  militia  thus  siiu- 

remaininfj   unpaid,  and  seriously  suffering 

>e  want  of  \chat  was  justly  due  them.     From 

orr<  spoodertce  between  the  Pay  Department 

he  Militia  v)fficers,  which  he  had  seen  pub- 

■j.  the  delay  of  payment  was  produced  by 

xhaustion  of  the  appropriations  of  the  last 

*jn.     This  defect,  if  existing,  should  be  im- 

ately  supplied.    To  bring  this  question  before 

iouse.  he  moved — 

hat  the  Coqimittee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
ed  to  inquire'  whether  the  appropriation  of  money 
at  the  last  s^dsion  of  Confess,  for  defraying  the 
stB  of  the  nUhtia  called  into  the  service  of  the 
id  States,  unifer  the  authority  of  the  several  States, 
'ifficient ;  and,  if  not,  what  is  the  amount  of  the 
ncy." 

.  LowNDESi  suggested  that  the  Committee  of 

s  and   Means,  when   appointed,   would  not 

^  it  in  their  power  to  act  on  the  subject  pro- 

J  to  be  ref(jrred  to  them,  until  the  report  of 

ecretary  ottthe  Treasury  should  be  received. 


and,  upon    that  report  it 
e  duty  of  the  Commit 
act,  without  a  partic 
reference 
Barbour,  then,  observing  that  he  had  but 
d  to  bring  this  subject  directly  to  the  view 
e  House,  waived  his  motion  for  the  present. 


Thursday,  December  7. 
jlveral  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
^etts.  Samuel  Taggart  and  Laban  Whea- 
jt  from  New  York.  Ask  Adgate  ;  and  from 
j^sylvania,  Hugh  Glasgow,  appeared,  pro- 
d  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 

seats, 
r.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
of ^Yestel  Willougbby.  junior,  praying  to  be  ad- 
jnf'Vd  to  a  seat  in  the  House,  in  the  place  of 
Whiliam  S.  Smith,  returned  as  one  of  the  mem- 
be^.for  the  Staoe  of  New  York,  whom  he  alleges 
£o  i«{ive  been  urjduiy  returned. — Referred  to  the 
Cc  imiitee  on  Iplectious. 

^  THii:  NEW  BUILDING. 

Lou'.NUE.>  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
delivered  ijji  the  following  report: 

Vhf  committSc  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  jijpresentalivfj  to  inquire,  in  conjunction  with  a 
CO!  5»ittee  on  th«-  part  of  the  Senate,  into  the  state  of 
^«i  Hew  building  on  Capitol  UUI,  otl'ered  by  the  pro- 
pn,  r  rs  for  the  acLommodation  of  Congress,  upon  what 
<e»|  J  the  said  building  could  be  obtained  until  the 
Ctij.;tol  may  be  ready  for  their  reception,  report :  That, 
Ixai^g  examined  the  biulding  in  queition,  they  con- 

* 


sider  it  much  better  adapted  to  the  convenience  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress  than  that  they  at  present  occupy. 
The  committee  appointed  by  the  owners  of  the  building, 
have  represented  it  as  having  cost  (with  the  land 
attached  to  it)  thirty  thousand  dollars,  five  of  which 
has  been  expended  on  objects  necessary  for  the  accom- 
modation of  Congress,  which  will  become  useless  when 
they  shall  leave  the  building.  This  committee  have 
stated  that  the  proprietors  will  be  fully  satisfied  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  the  United  States  under  which 
tbcy  shall  receive  $5,000,  with  an  annual  rent  of  $1,650, 
(being  an  interest  upon  their  capital  of  six  per  cent., 
with  the  addition  of  the  price  of  insurance,)  making  the 
lease  determinable  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  Should 
these  terms  be  acceded  to  by  Congress,  the  committee 
believe  that  the  building  will  be  ready  for  their  recep- 
tion on  Monday  next.  The  terms  appear  to  the  com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  to  be  equitable,  and  they  have 
submitted  a  bill  to  carry  them  into  effect." 

Mr.  LowNOEi^  then  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Presiilent  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  on  the 
terms  therein  mentioned,  "  the  new  building  on 
Capitol  Hill,  with  the  appurtenances,  for  the  bet- 
ter accommodation  of  Congress  ;"  which  was 
twice  read,  referred  loa  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

ADDITION.\L  C0M.MITTEE8. 

Mr.  W"iLDE  offered  the  following  resolution,  as 
au  amendment  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  which  was  reac.  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table: 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  standing  commit- 
tees heretofore  authorized  by  the  rules  and  orders  of 
this  Hou.se,  the  following  standing  committees  be  au- 
thorized and  appointed  : 

A  Military  Committee  ; 
A  Naval  Committee  ; 
A  Committee  on  Foreign  Atrairs ; 
A  Committee  on  the  Militia  ; 
A  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals ; 
A  Committee  of  Ordnance,  Forliticationti,  Arsenals, 
and  Harf>or  Defence  ; 

To  consist  of  seven  members  each. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  .Military  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  all  such  reports  from 
the  War  Department,  petitions,  matters,  and  things 
relating  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  be 
presented,  or  shall,  or  may  come  in  question,  and  be 
referred  to  them  by  ifie  House,  and  to  report,  from 
time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon  : 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Naval  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  all  such  reports  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy  Board,  petitions,  and  other  matters  and 
things  respecting  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as 
shall  be  presented,  or  shall,  or  may  come  in  question 
and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report, 
from  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  to  take  into  consideration  all  such  re- 
ports from  the  Dejiartment  of  State,  messages,  or  parts 
of  messages,  petitions,  and  other  matters  and  things 
respecting  the  intercourse  and  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations,  as  shall  be  presented,  or 
shall,  or  may  come  la  question,  and  be  referred  to 
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them  by  the  House,  and  to  report  their  opinion  there- 


on. 


That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  on 
the  Militia  to  take  into  consideration  all  such  reporU, 
petitions,  and  other  matters  and  things  respecting  the 
militia  of  the  I'nited  States,  as  shall  be  presented,  or 
shall,  or  may  come  in  question,  and  be  referred  to 
them  by  the  House,  and  to  report,  from  time  to  time, 
their  opinion  thereon. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  to  take  into  consideration  all  such 
reporU,  petitions,  and  other  matters  and  things  relat- 
ing to  the  construction,  preservation,  and  extension  of 
roads  and  canals,  in  the  United  States,  and  the  im- 
provement of  river  navigation,  as  shall  be  presented, 
or  shall,  or  may  come  in  question,  and  be  referred 
to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report,  from  time  to 
time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

That  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of 
Ordnance,  Fortifications,  Arsenals,  and  Harbor  De- 
fence, to  lake  into  consideration  all  such  reports,  peti- 
tions, and  other  matters  and  things,  relating  to  the 
ordnance,  fortifications,  arsenals,  armories,  and  works 
of  defence,  both  fixed  and  floating,  on  the  harbors,  on 
the  coasts,  or  on  the  inland  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  as  shall  be  presepted,  or  shall  or  may  come  in- 
qucstion,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and 
to  report,  from  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Chaplain  on  its  part  to  serve  during  the  session  ; 
when,  after  several  balloiings.  the  Rev.  Spencer 
H.  Cone,  having  a  majority  of  votes,  was  de- 
clared to  be  duly  elected. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  annual  report  on  the  slate  of  the  finances  ol 
the  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean:>,  except  so 
much  thereof  as  relates  to  a  national  currency, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
that  subject  was  referred  on  yesterday. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
lease,  for  the  term  therein  mentioned,  the  new 
building  on  Capitol  Hill,  with  the  appurtenances, 
for  the  better  accommodation  of  Congress.'- 
The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning. 


Monday.  December  11. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Peter  B.  Porter;  from  Pennsylvania, 
Tho.mas  Burnside;  from  Maryland,  Stevenson 
Archer;  from  Virginia,  John  Clopton;  from 
North  Carolina,  William  R.  King  and  Israel 
PictENs;  from  South  Carolina,  Benjamin  Hc- 
ger;  and  from  Georgia.  Alfred  Cuthbert  and 
Thomas  Telfair,  appeared,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seals. 

RuFUs  Easton,  also  appeared  and  took  his 
seat,  as  the  delegate  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Hopkinson  and  Mr.  Sergeant,  respect- 
ively, presented  a  petition  of  a  committee  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Philadelphia,  concerned  in  vari- 
ous manufacturing  establishments,  praying  that 
a  standing  committee  may  be  appointed,  'whose 


province  and  duty  it  shall  be  to  watch  over  the 
interests  of  our  manufacturing  citizens,  there  not 
appearing  to  the  memorialists  any  propriety  in 
the  reference  of  the  subjects  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  to  the  same  committee." — Referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gold  presented  a  petition  of  the  "Auburn 
Manufacturing  Company."  in  the  Slate  of  New 
York,  concerned  in  the  manufacturing  of  cotton 
fabrics,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  inter- 
ested in  their  ultimate  success,  praying  that  the 
importation  from  foreign  countries  of  cotton  fab- 
rics, of  a  coarse  texture,  may  be  absolutely  or  vir- 
tually prohibited. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  further  time  may  be  given  to  purchasers  of 
public  lands  in-  said  Territory  to  complete  their 
payments,  and  that  the  interest  claimed  on  pay- 
ments not  punctually  paid  at  the  time  they  be-  • 
cam»^  due,  may  be  remitted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  state- 
ments showing  the  application  of  moneys  which 
have  been  transferred  by  order  of  the  President, 
from  several  of  the  appropriations  to  other  appro- 
priations, for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment, since  the  last  session  of  Congress  ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  liqui- 
dating the  claims  of  citizens  against  the  United 
States,  for  the  loss  of  properly  whilst  in  the  pub- 
lic service  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Reynolds  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priating all  that  tract  of  land,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  "Congressional  Reservation,"  lying  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Maury  and  Giles,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Gerieme  land  warrants, 
issued  by  the  State  of  North  Carohna ;  and  that  the 
actual  occupant*  within  the  bounds  of  said  tract,  who 
have  been  living  on  said  land  since  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary last  past,  shall  have  a  preference  to  perfect  titles 
thereto:  Provided,  No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  ap- 
propriate more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  nor 
less  than  fifly  acres  of  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thcmas, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
and  children  of  all  such  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  as  have  been  killed 
in  battle,  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  public 
service,  or  died  in  service,  in  any  of  the  corps 
composing  the  Army  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war.  , 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Westel  Willougbby.  jr.,  contesting  the  eleclioa 
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oltWiLLiAM  S.  Smith,  a   member   returned   to  Wednesday,  December  13. 

sjtive  in  this  House  from  ihe  Slate  of  New  York.  ,  Several  other  raembers,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
ie  report  Slates  it  to  be  ascertained  to  the  satis- I  chusetts,  Elijah  H.  Mills;  from  New  York, 
ijaiion  of  the  rommittee,  that  the  whole  number  Moss  Kent;  from  Delaware,  Thomas  Clayton; 
c%  .Votes  given  in  the  district,  which  is  composed  and  from  Pennsylvania,  Isaac  Griffin,  appeared, 
cl'Hhe  countie.,  of  Madison  and  Herkimer,  was  produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and 
■  *92;  of  which  2,540  were  returned  for  Wil-    took  their  seats. 

ftM  S.  Smith,  2,406  for  Westel  Willoughby,  jr.,  I  Westel  Willoughby,  jr.,  from  New  York, 
f;^  for  WestelWilloughby,  and  seven  scattering  I  who  was,  on  yesterday,  declared  duly  elected  a 
Ljtes ;  that  it  is  proved,  the  error  of  the  omission  ■  member  of  this  House,  in  the  place  of  William 
i  the  word  -junior.*'  to  a  part  of  the  returns,  j  S.  Smith,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
t'ns  commuted  by  the  returning  ofiBcers,  the  votes    his  seat. 

[ivinginfactt^een  given  for  Westel  Willoughby.        ji^^  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
The  committee   recommend    that   Mr.  1  1^^,^,^  i^ffg^  f^^jj,  j^^.  Macon, of  North  Carolina: 


Wil- 


nor. 

{'jith's   seat    be    vacated,  and    that   Mr. 
UGHBY  be  declared  entitled  to  his  seat. 
[jThe  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
fJbole. 


! 


Tdesday.  December  12. 

Several   otber   members,   to   wit :   from    New 

)rk,  Daniel  Cady;  from  Maryland,  Charles 

ldsborouoh;  from  Virginia,  Burwell  Bas- 

TT  ;  and  frpm  Kentucky,  Benjamin  Hardin, 

^peared,  weije  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

;Mr.   SaEFFkY    presented  a   petition  of  Robert 


,  brterfield.  peaying  to  be  admitted  to  a  seal  in 
Jsie  House,  as'one  of  the  Representatives  for  the 

"late  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  William  Mc- 
OY.  whom  h«' alleges  to  have  been  unduly  elected 
d    returned, — Referred    to   the   Committee  of 
ectioos,        ; 
J.Mt.  Wrig«t  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
isAn  :  ' 

:,  Resolved.  T^at  each  member  of  the  Senate  and  of 
Jtje  House  of  tftepreaentatives  be  annually  furnished 
>»ith  a  copy  of  ^e  Registers  of  the  officers  of  the  .\rmy 
kud  Navy  of  tfie  United  Sutea,  with  the  Sute  or  na- 
V'tn  of  their  nativity. 
|j  The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  referred  to 

"essrs.  PicKtRiNG,  Wright,  and  Bassett. 
Mr.  Yancry  submitted  the  following  resolu- 

,^n,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
ble :  ; 

Resolved,  T^iat  go  much  of  the  rule  affecting  ate- 
L  ographers,  a?  requires  them  to  be  placed  in  the  gal- 

k  riea,  be  repealed ;  and  that  the  Speaker  be  author- 

'  ed  to  assign  them  such  station  in  the  Houae  as  he 

r  lali  deem  convenient  and  proper. 

The  Housr  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

^e  Whole  I'n  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

IJlections,  on  the  petition  of  Westel  Willoughby. 

jj*.,  contestinar  the  election  of  William  S.  Smith  ; 
fCnd  after  soUie  time  spent  thereon,  Mr.  Speaker 
>^sumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Lewis  reported  the 
{incurrence  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
i|<>e  resolutioijs  contained  in  the  said  report,  to  wit : 
ii*  1.  Resolved^  That  William  S.  Smith  is  not  entitled 
M^t  a  aeat  in  tl^s  House. 

|{  2.  Resolveik  That  Westel  Willoughby,  jr.,  is  enti- 
^  (}ed  to  a  seat  p  thin  House. 

\\  The  Hous«?  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
jihe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  resolutions 
<«t)eiDg  again  read,  were  severally  concurred  in  by 
j»jiie  House.    , 


To  the  i>peaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  .- 

8i«  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Houae,  that  I  have  this  Jay.  by  letter  to  the 
Governor  of  North  Carolina,  resigned  my  seat  in  the 
Houae  of  Representatives. 

I  cannot  withdraw  from  those  with  whom  I  have 
been  associated  for  years  without  expressing  the  grate- 
ful sense  I  entertain  of  their  uniform  kindness,  and 
assuring  them  that  it  will  be  remembered  with  pleas- 
ure during  my  hfe. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

NATH.  MACON. 

Wasbin8T0!»,  Dec.  13,  ISlb. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickens  be  appointed  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Macon,  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  .Mr.  Archer  be  appointed  of 
the  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  an  Uniform 
National  Currency,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Macon, 


resigned. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 

Resolred,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the 
volunteers  and  militia  who  have  been  killed  in 
battle,  died  in  service,  or  of  wounds  received 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war,  by  allowing  them  donations  in  land  or 
otherwise;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.CANNON,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
din, HuGER,  Hawes,  Sturges,  and  Bdrnside. 
were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  the  House  oro- 
ceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterday,  relating  to  stenographers,  and  the 
same  being  again  read,  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilde,  the  Hou-«e  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on 
the  seventh  instant,  proposing  to  amend  the  stand- 
ing rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  by  theappoinl- 
raenl  of  several  additional  standing  committees, 
and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  revise  the  standing  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House. 

Messrs.  Stanford,  Bassett,  Sergeant,  Gold 
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Desha,  Chawpord.  and  Telfair,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford,  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Wilde,  proposing  the  appointment  of  seve- 
ral additional  standing  committees,  was  reterred 
to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  were  discharged  from  tlie  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petitions  of  sundry  man- 
ufacturers in  the  cily  of  Philadelphia,  presented 
and  referred  on  the  11th  instant;  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tccker.  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  Slate,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  subscribe  for  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  an 
edition  of  the  laws,  exclusively  relating  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  proposed  to  be  published 
by  J.  B.  Colvin  of  the  said  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any.  and.  if  any,  wliat  amendments  are 
necessary  to  a  law  parsed  at  the  last  session  ol 
Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  and  de- 
fining the  duties  of  the  United  Siates'  judges,  for 
the  Territory  of  Illinois;"  and,  also,  what  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  regulating  the  Gkneral  Court 
of  the  Territory  of  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tccker,  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  io- 

?|uire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law, 
or  the  enclosure  and  improvement  of  the  public 
square,  near  the  Capitol,  in  the  said  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilde,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  iuquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  additional  provisions  are 
necessary  to  be  made  for  the  more  tffeclual 
awarding,  granting,  issuing,  and  returning  writs 
of  habeas  corpus  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
Slates. 

SETTLERS  IN  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Easton  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructeti  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
alterations  and  amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  law  giving  the  nght  of  pre-emption  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  in  the  Tt-rritory  of  Missouri. 

A  motion  was  made  by  another  gentleman  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  words, 
*'and  aho  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Indi- 
ana.''    Upon  which  motion 

Mr.  Easton  observed,  that  the  law  giving  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  the  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory  had  been  amended 
at  the  last  session.  He  was  not,  however,  op- 
posed to  the  proposed  inquiry  ;  that  the  object  of 
the  resolution  oflfered  by  him  was  to  place  those 
settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  the  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory U[X)n  a  similar  footing  to  such  settlers  on 
the  Illinois  Territory  ;  that  the  law  of  Congress 
of  April  12,  1814  gave  to  ihe  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic Kinds,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  the  right 
of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  thereof  upon  the 
I4lh  Con.  1st  Skss. — 13 


s«me  terms  as  is  granted  to  settlers  of  the  like 
description  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  by  the  act  of 
the  5th  of  February,  1813,  which  had  been  amend- 
ed at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  By  a  reference 
to  the  last  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  it  would  be 
found  that  no  person  can  purchase,  under  the  pro- 
vision of  the  act,  more  than  one  quarter  section 
of  land,  and  that  to  be  bounded  by  the  sectional 
and  quarter  sectional  lines;  that  by  those  acts  of 
Congress,  no  provision  has  been  made  io  favor  of 
settlers  upon  fractional  sections,  of  less  quantity 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  fractiooat 
quarter  sections ;  that  by  the  general  provisions 
made  by  law,  the  officers  of  the  land  offices  are 
prohibited  to  sell  lands  in  less  quantity  than  tracts 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  ;  that  in  the  In- 
diana Territory  the  lands  had  been  surveyed,  and 
the  settlers  then  located  themselves  within  cer- 
tain known  boundaries;  that  it  was  not  so  ia 
Missouri  Territory,  where  the  private  claims  to 
land  bad  been  adjusting  for  more  than  twelve 
years,  and  the  public  lands  are  not  yet  surveyed  ; 
many  persons  had  stllltd  under  Spanish  grants, 
some  of  which  had  been  annulled  by  the  Govern- 
ment; that  among  the  numerous  private  claims 
there  would  be  found  a  great  many  fractional 
sections  and  fractional  quarters  of  less  quantity 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  upon  which 
persons  are  settled  ;  and  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution ofi"ered  by  him  was  to  secure  to  each  set- 
tler on  the  public  lands  his  improvement  in  that 
Territory. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  resolu- 
tion agreed  to. 


Thursday,  December  14. 

Mr.  Hopkinson  presented  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  o(  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  an  act  may  be  passed  establishing  a  National 
Bank,  with  branches,  founded  on  such  a  capital, 
and  regulated  by  such  principles  as  shall  secure 
public  and  private  confidence. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  an  Uniform  Na- 
tional Currency. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  petitions  from  sun- 
dry inhabitants  ef  the  Mississippi  Territory,  east 
of  Pearl  river,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  taking  a  census  of  the  inhabitaots  of 
the  said  Territory,  and  that  the  Territory  may  be 
erected  into  an  independent  State. — Referred. 

Mr.  Sheakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  fro« 
William  Lambert,  of  the  Ciiy  of  Washington, 
enclosing  abstracts  of  such  calculations  relative 
to  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  as  were  made  by  him  before  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  of  this  House,  of  lh« 
18th  of  February  last,  upon  this  subject;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  uo  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  completing  the 
Capitol,  by  erecting  a  centre  building,  according 
to  the  original  plan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
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If"  expediency  of  granting  rights  of  occopancr  I  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Illioois. 

ai  '^^  pre-empti(in,   at  two  dollars  per  acre,  to  all  j  praying   for   pre-emplion  rights  to  the  lands  oii 
SI  rn  persons  ap  shall  be  actually  seated,  on  the  I  which  tht-y  reside. 

^U  day  of  October,  1816,  upon  any  section  cf  '      Mr.  Jounson.  of  Kentucky,  also  presented  a 
\\i  obtained   by   treaty  or  conquest    from    the  j  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the   Illinois  Terri- 


C   fiek  nation  of  Indians  during  the  late  war. 


tory.  praying  that  the  claims  of  certain  inhabi- 
tants of  said    Territory  to  pre-emption  rights  to 
lands,  may  be  confirmed,  and   that   some  further 
FniDAY,  December  15.  j  provisions  may  be  made  relating  to  the  selection 

*  Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Virginia, John  i  of  lands  in  said  Territory,  for  ihe  use  of  semioa- 
L  Jackson,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,    ries  of  learning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  tiie  committee 
on  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap- 
pointing clerks  to  the  standing  committees,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Jennings,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  chang- 
ing the  wei^lern  limit  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana, 
with  Jeave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Jennings,  Reynolds,  Hardin,  Hunger- 
PORD,  and  Baer.  were  appointed  tlie  coiunultee. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
the   Public  Lands  were   instructed  to  inquire,  if 


k 

i 
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f  qualitieJ,  ^nd  took  his  seat 
!vir.  Speakeh  presented  a  petition  of  theLegis- 
re  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  that 
lilies  to  I?4nds  in  said  Territory,  granted  by 
1^  former  Sp>ioish  Government,  which  bad  pre- 
ously  been  granted  by  the  Briti.-^h  Government, 
(ly  be  confiriiied  to  the  holders  under  the  Span- 
grant. 
Mr.   Lattimore  presented   a   similar  petition 
m  sundry  iuhabUants  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ory. —  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
Lands. 
^•Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  j 
*  id  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  additional  ap- 
^pnations  tu  defray  the  expenses  of  the  army 
d    militia    during    the   years    1814   and    1815; 
'jiich  was  reryd  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
Ittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SpeakiJr   laid   before  the   House  a  letter 
%Ova  the  Secfetary  of  the  Navy,  tran.smitting  a 
Hlement  of  ti^e  application  of  the  moneys  drawn 
m   the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  De- 
rtment,  for  (jne  year,  ending  on  the  30ih  of  Sep- 
iber,   1815.-.-Referred    to   the   Committee   on 
;4val  Affairs, 

"On  motion  of  Mr,  Forsyth,  the  Library  Com- 
ittee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
l^vocy  of  increasing  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
jary  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  ;  and  for  the 
iimgent  expenses  of  the  Library,  and  of  allow- 
Jg  additional  compensation  to  the  Librarian  for 
•vices  performed  since  the  last  session  ol  Con- 
less. 
Adjourned  to  Monday. 

n  *  

Monday,  December  18. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  the  State, 
iC(*N*'w  York:  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor  and  John 
,,'.  Yates,  and  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
HN  Ross  ;  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
^ere  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  King,  nf  Massachusetts,  presented  a  f>eti- 
lon  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  different  parts  of 
l^e  District  oi  Maine,  praying  that  one  of  the 
I'+rms  of  the  ijistrict  court  of  the  United  States 
*"  r  the  di^tri^t  of  Maine,  may  be  removed  from 
isca.sset  to;  Portland. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
jiitiee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FoRSY'fH  presented  a  petition  of  the  Board 

y  Trustees  (4  the  Orphan  Asylum  of  the  City  of 

a>hington,ipraying  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 

lOd  for  a  doiiaiion  of  certain  public  lots  in  the 

Jiiy  of  Wa>}iington. 

Mr.  JoHNSpN,  cf  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 


any.  what,  further  provisions  by  law  are  expedi- 
ent to  be  made  for  ratifying  the  unconfirmed 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
to  provide  for  their  location. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire,  if  any,  what  al- 
terations or  amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  for  ihe  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri." 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Eaton,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Land« 
be  inntructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regu- 
lating by  law  the  ieaaing  and  working  the  public  lead 
mines  in  the  Territory  of  Mist^uri,  in  such  manner  aa 
to  secure  the  lessees  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
leasee,  and  to  enable  the  Government  to  collect  its  rents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  by  law  the  appointment  of  suitable 
persons  for  the  payment  of  military  pensions, 
within  those  Siates  where  Commissioners  of 
Loans  are  not  appointed. 

DISTRICT  JUDGE8. 

Mr.  Gold  offered  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  b« 
instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the  judicial  duties  of  the 
respective  district  judges  of  the  United  States,  whether 
the  same  have  been  in  certain  districu  greatly  increased 
since  the  establishment  of  the  sMlanes  of  the  judges 
therein ;  and  whether  the  compensation  at  present  al- 
lowed by  law  be  adequite  to  the  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties enjoined  upon  the  judges. 

Mr.  Gold  remarked,  in  support  of  this  motion, 
that  when  the  compcnsatiun  of  the  district  judges 
had  been  fixed,  it  was  no  doubt  adequate  to  the 
services  that   they  then  had  to  perforin;  but  it 
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was  very  notorious  that  the  duties  had  increased 
in  some  districts  in  a  fourfold  degree.  Such  had 
been  the  increase  of  the  business  of  the  district 
judge  in  New  York  State,  that  it  had  been  found 
necessary  by  Congress  to  divide  the  State  into 
two  districts.  The  act  for  that  purpose,  how- 
ever, contained  a  provision  that  in  case  the  judge 
of  one  of  those  districts  should  be  unable  to  at- 
tend to  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  judge  of  the 
remaining  district  should  perform  the  duties  of 
both.  Now.  the  fact  was,  that  the  judge  of  one 
of  those  districts  had  been  wholly  unable  to  at- 
tend his  judicial  duties  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
the  duties  of  that  district  had  devolved  on  the 
judge  of  the  other.  He  was,  by  this  circum- 
stance, obliged  to  travel  two  thousand  miles  a 
year,  at  an  expense  which  nearly  absorbed,  in  ne- 
cessary travelling  expenses,  the  whole  amount  of 
his  salary.  As  there  might  be  other  districts  in 
the  same  situation,  he  had  couched  the  motion  in 
terms  so  general  as  would  embrace  all. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  House  resolved 
Itself  into  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  bill 
making  additional  appropriations  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  army  and  militia  during  the 
years  1814  and  1815. 

Mr.  Lowndes  explained  briefly  the  object  of 
the  bill.  The  deficiency  in  the  present  year's  ap- 
propriatious,  arose  from  the  error  in  estimating 
the  expense  at  four  millions  only,  barely  enough 
for  the  support  of  ten  thousand  men,  when,  in 
fact,  for  the  principal  part  of  the  first  two  quar- 
ters of  the  year  more  than  four  times  that  num- 
ber ought  to  have  been  provided  lor.  The  de- 
ficiency of  preceding  years,  it  was  well  known, 
was  caused  by  the  heavy  expenses  of  large  detach- 
ments of  militia,  exceeding  the  estimate  which 
had  been  made,  dtc.  Mr.  L.  handed  to  the  Chair, 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  the  following 
letter  from  the  Paymaster  of  the  Array  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  which  was  read: 

Armt  Pat  Offick, 
CiTT  or  Washiwotoh,  Dec.  16,  1816. 

Sib  :  From  the  best  calculations  I  have  been  able  to 
make,  the  deficiency  of  appropriations  for  the  regular 
Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1814,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  namely: 

On  account  of  pay $615,000 

On  account  of  subsistence  of   officeri,  in- 
cluding iheir  private  servants  -         -        85,000 
On  account  of  retained  bounties  to  recruits      100,000 


Forming  an  aggregate  arrearage  for  these  two  years 
of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  viz: 

On  account  of  pay $1,865,000 

On  account  of  the  subsistence  of  officers, 

including  their  private  servants      -         -        235,000 
On  account  of  retained  bounties  to  recruiu       400,000 


$2,500,000 


A  further  sum  of  three  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  is  also  estimated  to  meet,  in  part,  the  out- 
standing claims  of  militia,  volunteers,  and  Indian  war- 
riors, heretofore  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  exclusive,  however,  of  the  claims  of  certain 
States  for  expenditures  u]>on  their  militia,  which  are 
not  yet  duly  recognised  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.     It  may  be  classed  as  follows  : 

On  account  of  pay $3,095,000 

On   account  of  the  subsistence  of  officers, 

including  their  private  servants      -         -        265,000 
On  account  of  forage,  of  the  horses  of  of- 
ficers only 60,000 

On  account  of  the  clothing  of  officers'  pri- 
vate servants         .....  80,000 


$3,500,000 


To  give  you  a  more  condensed  view  of  the  preceding 
statements,  the  following  recapitulation  is  submitted: 
Pay  of  regular  troops       -         -     1,865,000 
Pay  of  militia,  &c  -         -         -     3,095,000 

4,960,000 

Subsistence  of  regular  troops  -        235,000 
Subsistence  of  militia,  «Scc.       -        265,000 

500,000 

Forage  of  militia,  &.c.       -         •         •         -  60,000 

Clothing  of  mihtia,  &c.     -         -         -         -  80,000 

Retained  bounties  to  recruits  for  the  regular 

service 400,000 


$6,000,000 


$800,000 


And  for  the  year  1815,  at  one  million  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  namely  : 

On  account  of  pay $1,250,000 

On  account  of  the  subsistence  of  officers, 

including  their  private  servants      -  -         150,000 

On  account  of  retained  bounties  to  recruits        300,000 

$1,700,000 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

ROBERT  BRENT, 

Faymoiter  U.  S.  Army. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  CuAwroan, 

Secretary  of  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  blanks  in  the 
bill  were  so  filled  as  to  embrace  the  following  ap- 
propriations: 

For  the  Quartermaster's  department  -     $950,000 

For  the  pay  of  the  army  and  militia  -         -     6,617,000 
For  the  subsistence  of  the  army  and  militia     2,310,372 

For  forage 60,000 

For  clothing 108,000 

For  bounties  and  premiums       ...        400,000 
For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  departments         100,000 

For  fortifications 200,000 

For  the  Ordnance  department  -         .         -        140,000 

Mr.  Sharpe  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
words  "during  the  years  1814  and  1815,"  on  the 
ground  that  the  insertion  of  these  years  would 
exclude  claims  of  prior  date,  which  he  knew  to 
be  yet  unsatisfied,  though  recognised  by  the  Gov- 
ernment as  just;  among  the>e.  he  particularly 
mentioned  the  case  of  the  men  who  served  in 
General  Hopkins's  expedition.     He   presumed  it 
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the  ioteotiOD  of  ibe  bill  to  include  all  claims 
Jnfli^aiaing  unpaid;  wiih  which  object   the  lan- 
fe  of  the  bill  did  not  correspond, 
ir.  Lowndes  di&avowed  any  intention   to  ex- 
|e  any  ju^t  claims  from  payment;  nor  did  he 
rk  such  would  be  theeffect  of  the  present  phra- 
Ppgy.     The  accounts  of   the  department  were 
1(  under  a  general  head  for  each  iiem,  without 
rking  any  discrimination  as  to  the  date  of  its 
J^oming  due.     These  appropriation.s  would   of 
c^f  rse  go  to  tbe  general  heads,  and    be   equally 
"ect  to  all  claims,  of  whatever  dale, 
r.  Sharpe  replied,  but  his  motion  was  over- 
d  by  the  Huu.se  by  a  majority  of  two. 
he  bill  having    been    reported    to  the  House, 
.  Sharpc  moved  to  lay  the  bill  ou  the  table,  to 
c  an  opportnnity  to  ascertain   from   the  War 
.)artment  the   fact    in    relation   to   oulslauding 
jims  prior  to  1814;  but  after  some  conversation 
thff'*!.  motion  wa»  withdrawn  ;  and, 

ly  consent   of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  bill  was  so 

r$;Lided  by  the  Hou^e  as  to  read,  ''during  the 

war."  instead  of  "during  the  years  1814  and 

^'be  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
a  third  time;  and  was  subsequently  read  a 
k-d  lime,  and  pa!<sed. 


Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing,  by  law,  for  better  regulating 
the  leasing  and  working  the  public  lead  mines 
and  salt  springs  belonging  to  the  Uoiied  States, 
in  such  manner  as  to  protect  the  lessees  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  their  leases, and  to  enable  tbe 
Government  to  collect  its  rents. 


Tgcsday,  December  19. 

Hllr.  Newto.v,  from   ihe   Committee  ol  Com- 

u^rce  and  Matiufaciures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 

rrief  of  Thom,:jis  and  John  Clifford,  Elisha  Fisher 

^I'CJo.,  Thomas  Clifford,   and    Thomas  Clifford 

Son  ;  whicth   was  read  twice  and  committed 

Commiiiet'  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

'»Ir.  YanceiJ,  from  the  Committee  ol  Claims, 

I:  Ide  a  detailejl  report  on  the   petition  of  Jona- 

■  in   B.  Easiriian,  which   was  read  ;   when  Mr. 

[•reported  a  bill  for    the   relief  of  Jonathan   B. 

iFtinan,  whi(<h  w<is  read  twice,  and  committed 

tna  Committei?  of  the  Whole. 

'^Mr.  Yancc^  made  a  report  in  detail  upon  the 

aition  of  Jaljez  Hull,   which    was  read,    when 

Y.  also  reported  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Jabez 

til,  which  wias  read   twice,  together  with   the 

jort  last   aforesaid,  and  coiniiiiUed  to  a  Com- 

'itee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ya.ncev  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 

iw;   payment  {or  property   lost,  captured,  or  de- 

[joyed   by  tht;  enemy  while  in  the  military  ser- 

of  the  United  Stales;  which  was  read  twice, 

rjd  commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  lo- 

jrrow. 
IJMr.  Reynoids  submitted  the  following  r«so- 
V-ion.    which;  wtus    read    and    rt-jecied  by    the 

>use :  ' 

i*Jiuoirrd,  Th#t  the  Committee  on  Pubhc  Lande  be 
•Lruct«d  to  iD<|uire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
price  of  puljic  lajids,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
motion  by  Mr.  Easton,  the  House  pro- 
led  to  con|>ider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
yesterday^  and  the  same  being  again  read, 
^s  modified  ;?nd  agreed  to,  as  follows: 
tWesoUedy  Tfiat  ibe  Committee  on  tbe  Public 


Wednesday,  December  20. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Victory  BiHOdEYE.and  from  Kentucky,  Samuel 
McKee, appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  HuLBERT  presented  a  petition  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  cotton  goods  in  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire, and  Slate  ol  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
measures  may  be  adopted  to  preserve  and  en- 
courage the  cotton  manufacturing  establishments 
within  the  United  Stales. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated 
officers  and  .soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
the  late  war,  and  the  army  of  the  United  Slates, 
for  the  lime  being;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
commuted  to  a  Commutee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jona.  B. 
Eastman  ;  which  was  passed  through  the  com- 
mittee and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  Hull  took  the 
same  course,  aftt- r  some  debate  on  a  fruitless  at- 
tempt of  Mr.  Taylor  to  obtain  a  recommitment 
of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  make  it  more  coan- 
prehensive. 


Thursday,  December  21. 

Two  members,  to  wit  :  from  Rhode  Island. 
Jame.s  B.  Ma.son,  and  from  New  York,  Peteb 
H.  Wendover,  appeared,  produced  their  creden- 
tials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  HuLRERT  presented  a  petiiion  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  breeders  of  Merino 
sheep,  and  manufacturers  of  fine  woollen  cloths, 
residing  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  and  Slate  of 
MassachuseiLs,  praying  that  such  measure.^  may 
he  adopted  as  will  afford  security  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  enterprise  in  which  they  are  en- 
gaged.—  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  HopKiNSON  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabiianis  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  National  Bank. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  ihe  subject  of  an  Uniform  Na- 
tional Currency. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill 
"  making  additional  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  army  and  militia  of  the  United 
Slates  during  the  late  war,"  with  amendments, 
10  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


The  said  amendments  were  then  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  ihe  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Caleb  Earl  and 
John  Keen,  of  Philadelphia,  who  pray  indemni- 
fication from  the  Government  for  the  loss  of  a 
vessel;  which,  having  been  embargoed,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  at  Alexandria.  The  re- 
port recommended  that  "the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners uught  not  to  be  granted;*'  and  was  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  Armstrong,  of  Tennessee,  who  prays  to 
be  allowed  certain  commissions  on  internal  reve- 
nue collected.  The  report  is  adverse  to  his  prayer, 
and  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  report  on  the  petition 
of  Mr.  John  King,  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  prayed  that  his  house,  wantonly  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  in  one  of  their  predatory 
incursions  during  the  late  war,  (at  the  same  time 
that  he  was  kidnapped  and  carried  off  to  Hali- 
fax.) may  be  rebuilt  by  Government.  The  re- 
port IS  wholly  adverse, on  principle,  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  and  was  concurred  in. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
an  annual  statement  of  the  duties  and  customs 
for  the  year  1814,  and  of  the  sales  of  public  lands 
for  the  year  ending  the  30ih  of  September,  1815  ; 
and  also  a  statement  of  the  proceedj>  of  the  inter- 
nal duties  and  direct  tax,  stating  the  amount  due. 
and  the  amount  paid,  and  the  expenses  of  collec- 
tion, in  each  collection  district  wilhin  the  United 
States  ;  which  documents  were,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  MiLNOR,  all  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  letier  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Navy,  enclosing  a  statement  of  moneys  trans- 
ferred from  certain  specific  appropriations  to 
other  objects  of  expenditure,  <tc. 

Both  the  above  document?  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan 
B.  Eastman,  and  ihe  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jabez  Hull,  were  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  John 
Clifford,  and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  case,  as 
Slated  by  Mr.  Newton,  is  one  in  which  the  Messrs. 
Clifford  have  paid  a  certain  sum  in  duties  on 
articles  which  the  Supreme  Court  has  since  de- 
cided were  not  dutiable  under  the  existing  laws. 
This  bill  IS  to  enable  them  to  withdraw  from  the 
Treasury  the  moneys  thuserroneously  paid.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

CONGRESSIONAL  RESERVATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  following  re- 
solve, submitted  by  him  a  few  days  ago  : 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
'  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropri- 
ating all  that  tract  of  land  known  by  the  name  of  the 
"Congrestiianai  Reservation,"  lying  in  the  counties  of 
Maury  and  Giles,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  the 


extingaishment  of  the  Gerieme  land  warrants  iMOed 
by  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  the  actual 
occupants  within  the  bounds  of  aaiJ  tract,  who  have 
been  living  on  said  land  on  the  first  dav  of  January 
last  past  shall  have  a  preference  to  perfect  titles  there- 
to :  Provided,  No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  appropri- 
ate more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  nor  less 
than  fifly  acres,  of  land. 

This  motion  Mr.  Yancey  proposed  to  amend, 
by  sinking  out  the  whole,  except  the  word  •'  Rc' 
solved,^^  and  inserting  ilie  following,  in  lieu 
thereof: 

"  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  so 
much  of  the  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  '  Congressional  Reserva- 
tion,' as  may  be  sufficient  to  extinguish  the  claims  un- 
der land  warrants  issued  by  the  Stale  of  North  Caro- 
lina, agreeably  to  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18th  of  April,  1806,  entitled  'An  act  to 
authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to 
settle  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  land 
within  tbe  same." 

Mr.  Yancey  supported  his  motion,  by  showing 
how  the  interest  of  North  Carolina  would  be  in- 
juriously affected  by  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  Reynolds  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  except  his  anxiety  that  those  per- 
sons who  had  settled  on  these  lands  seven  or  eight 
years,  and  to  thi.-^  day  been  undisturbed  by  the 
Government,  should  have  the  preference  in  pur- 
chasing. He  had  their  case  much  at  heart.  If 
ever  there  were  people  in  the  Union  entitled  to 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  it  was  those  people. 
They  formed  the  barrier  of  that  country.  They 
were  a  part  of  the  brave  men  that  defeated  the 
Creek  Indians;  and  even  partook  in  the  glory  of 
the  defence  of  Louisiana,  when  their  country  re- 
quired their  services.  Such  men  deserved  atten- 
tion from  Government.  But  being  also  anxious 
for  the  other  object  of  his  motion,  and  there  ap- 
pearing 10  be  an  objection  to  connecting  them, 
he  should  consent  to  the  amendment  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Gaston  took  a  view  of  the  successive  laws 
of  North  Carolina.  Tennessee,  and  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  these  land  claims.  The 
Slate  of  North  Carolina,  in  parting  with  her 
rights  to  the  United  Stales,  in  1S03  or  1S04,  had 
done  It  on  certain  conditions;  one  of  which 
was,  that,  in  obtaining  titles,  no  preference  should 
be  given  to  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  over  those 
of  any  other  State.  It  was  therefore  immaterial, 
he  said,  what  were  the  particular  merits  of  the 
individuals  to  whom  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see desired  to  secure  the  right  of  pre-empiion.  If 
the  hands  of  Congress  were  tied  up  by  the  terras 
of  the  act  of  cession  of  North  Carolina,  the  mer- 
its of  these  settlers  on  the  lands  would  not  avail 
to  establish  their  claim  to  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  Robertson  thought  the  discussion  of  the 
claims  of  actual  settlers  to  rights  of  pre-emption 
to  be  at  this  lime  premature.  «s  not  properly  be- 
fore the  House.  He  saw  no  objection  to  the  res- 
olution DOW  proposed  to  be  amended. 
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[r.  PicKENsipoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
Stale  of  Morlb  Carolina  had  made  a  graot 
[«her  rights  ii>  an  act  coniamin?  certain  condi- 
l,is,  and  requiring  the  assent  of  Congress  as  a 
jiiniinary.     The  assent  contained  in  the  act  of 
igress  in  1806.  in  the  opinion  of  North  Caro- 
was  not  sujlicient  to  sati>fy  her  previous  act ; 
^,  in  consequence  of  this  insufRciency,  she  had 
?aled  her   fi<st   act.     The   question,   whether 
repeal  was'valid  would  depend  on  the  ques- 
whether  ttje  act  of  Congress  of  1806  con- 
led  the  reservations  in  favor  of  North  Caroli- 
'which  she  lequired  as  the  conditions  of  the 
surrender  of  hef  rights.     The  last  clause  of  the 

0  fcinal  resoluiion,  which   the  gentleman    from 

1  Snessee  had'so  much  at  heart,  embraced  a 
p'Jjciple  on  wl^ch.  in  his  opinion,  the  Congress 
i\^   DO  right   tn  act,  North  Carolina  having  ei- 

«sly  stipulated  against  it.  | 

;he  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Yancey  was  j 
:;ed  to;  and,  thus  agreed  to.  the  resolution  was 
sed. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS, 
jr.  Darlincton  offered  for  consideraiion  the 
I.  >;owing  resoltjtioD : 
iesolved.  Thai  the  ronamittee  appointed  on  so  much 
3e  President'*  Message  as  relates  to  Roads  and  Ca- 
be  instructod   to  inquire  into   the  expediency  of 
nding  promM  and  efficient  aid,  on  the  part  of  the 
Iieral  Governwent,  to  the  company  incorporated  for 
t)>.Jpurpo»e  of  cutting  a  canal  from  the  vwaters  of  the 
(4(.«8apeake  to  those  of  the  Delaware,  commonly  called 
t)^t^ Chesapeake  »nd  Delaware  Canal. 

tir.  Uarlin^jton  said,  he  flattered  himself  that 
House  would  not  only  agree  to  the  resolution, 
act  effeciiially  on  the  subject  of  it.     It  was 
lionable.  h.j  added,  to  call  ourselves  an  en- 
Ifci^itened  people.     He  was  not  disposed  to  con- 
t  this  prfiiciple,  but  he  hoped  we  i.hould,  by 
acts,  substiniiate  our  claim  to  this  character. 
be  membern  of   ihe  Government   had,   he  be- 
Jved,   been    ifoade  sensible,  by   the  course   and 
rlents  of  the  ivar,  of  the  importance  of  inland 
»mmunicatio*o,and  he  hoped  they  would,  during 
ice.  profit  hy  their  experience,  and  give  it  all 
!;  aid  in  theu  power. 
,|The  motioa  of  Mr,  D.  was  agreed  to. 

y  

A  Friday,  December  22. 

Ir.  CoNDic*r   presented   a   petition   from   the 

nufaciurinvj  Association  of  New  Jersey,  pray- 

ihai  ihe  (mportaiion  of  cotton  fabrics  of  a 

jrse  icxiure^nay  be  absolutely  or  virtually  pro- 

iied. — Reft|red  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 

rce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.    ArcheJi   presented   sundry  documents  in 
JaiioQ    to  tl^e   election  and   return  of  George 

er  as  one  oj"  the  members  of  this  House  for 
Stale  of  ilaryland,  which  were  referred  to 
*  Commiiiel-  of  Elections. 
Mr.  Taylou,  of  New  York,   presented  a  peti- 
i»n   of  Erasltis   Root,  praying  that  the  seat  of 
li'HN  Adams,  whom  he  alleges  has  been  unduly 
turned  as  ope  of  the  members  of  this  House 
r  the  Slate  ul  New  York,  may  be  vacaied ;  and 
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that  he  may  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  House 
in  the  place  of  the  said  John  Adams. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, tran^miliing  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Ofl^ice  and  Receiver  of  Public  .Moneys  at 
Kaskaskia,  accompanied  with  a  list  of  persons 
who  have  had  less  than  four  hundred  acres  con- 
firmed to  them,  and  a  siateir.eni  of  claims  for  do- 
nations as  heads  of  families,  improvement  rights, 
and  miliiia  rights,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Yancey  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  said, 
that  such  a  measure  as  it  embraced,  if  adopted, 
would  be  productive  of  much  good  to  the  iiatioa 
and  to  the  House,  and  could  not  involve  any  tio- 
latioD  of  the  rights  of  individuals  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  revision  and  amendment  of  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  adopting  a  rule  to  the  following  effect: 
That  after  a  claim  has  been  heard  upon  its  merits,  and 
rejected  by  the  House,  it  shall  not  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  unless  the  member  presenting  it  shall  state 
that  it  IS  supported  by  additional  testimony,  which  m 
bis  opinion  would  produce  a  difTerent  decision  of  the 
House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  HENDERaoN,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the 
following  resolution  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  those  persons  claiming  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Geor- 
gia, passed  January  7,  1795,  who  have  failed  to  com- 
promue  and  make  a  settlement  of  their  claims  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
entitled,  an  act  for  the  indemnification  of  certaia 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mnisissippi  Territory, 
within  the  time  therein  limited,  a  further  time  to  ob- 
tain the  benefit  of  said  mentioned  act. 

The  refrolutioD  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  W.  Winn  ;  which  was  read  and 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  RoBERTdON,  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
C.  Markle,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  (/ommittee  on  the  Public  Lands,  who  were  in- 
structed by  a  resolution  of  the  House  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  rights  of  occupancy  and 
pre-emption  at  two  dollars  per  acre  to  all  such  persona 
as  shall  be  actually  seated,  on  the  Ut  day  of  October 
1816,  upon  any  section  of  land  obtained  by  treaty  or 
conquest  from  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians  during  the 
late  war : 

Report,  That,  from  the  year  1785  to  the  present  time, 
lawn  to  prevent  unauthorized  individuals  from  settling 
on  the  public  and  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United 
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Slates  have  been  in  constant  operation  ;  that  intrusions 
on  Indian  lands  have  been  equally  forbidden  ;  that 
the  policy  and  wisdom  of  such  laws  appear  to  be  un- 
deniable. If  those  by  whom  they  have  been  violated 
have  in  some  instances  been  vested  with  the  rights  of 
pre-emption,  yet  it  seems  clearly  impolitic  to  hold  out  in- 
vitations to  a  further  disregard  of  them.  The  com- 
mittee are  not  aware  that  the  system  in  tliis  respect 
requires  alteration  or  amendment.  They  therefore 
respectfuiily  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  righu  of 
occupancy  or  pre-emption  to  such  persons  as  shall  set- 
tle on  the  public  lanils  which  have  been  obtained  by 
treaty  or  conquest  from  the  Creek  Indians  during  the 
late  war. 

This  report  being  under  coosideraiion — 
Mr.  Thoma8  opposed  the  report  with  much 
zeal,  as  well  on  the  ground  of  the  expediency  of 
establishing  an  uniformity  in  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  as  on  that  of  the  propriety  of  favor- 
ing those  whose  enterprise  and  spirit  first  should 
penetrate  the  wildtroess  by  useful  settlements. 
These  points  he  illustrated  by  variou>  arguments, 
and  particularly  dwelt  on  the  imiiortance  of  an 
early  setlleraetjt  of  that  frontier  country,  &c. 

Mr.  RoBERTaoN  replied  in  defence  of  the  re- 
port, on  ihe  ground  of  the  impolicy  and  absurdity 
of  adopiing  measures  that  .should  encourage  the 
violation  of  the  existing  laws  wliicli  prohibit  un- 
licensed settlements  oo  the  public  lands.  The 
question  of  changing  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  public  lands,  be  said,  was  yet  before  ihe  com- 
mittee, and  not,  therefore,  properly  before  the 
House,  though  it  soon  would  be.  Mr.  R.  made  1 
fiome  remarks  going  to  prove  the  anxiety  of  the 
Government  to  throw  this  land  into  market,  ttc. 
(with  a  view  to  its  early  settlement,)  as  evinced 
by  the  prosress  already  made  in  preparing  it  for 
that  purpose,  in  preference  to  oilier  lands  thai 
had  been  much  longer  in  possession  of  the  United 
States,  iSlc. 

WESTERN  ROADS. 
Mr.  Easton,  afier  a  number  of  remarks  going 
to  show  the  importance  of  the  objecl  he  had  in 
view  and  the  difficuliy.  if  not  impossibility,  of 
its  being  executed  in  any  other  way  than  under 
the  authority  of  the  Government,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing instruction  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  open- 
ing roads,  to  wit :  from  Shawneetown  to  Kaskaskias, 
in  Illinois;  from  the  town  of  Hamilton  in  Ohio  to  Vin- 
cennes  in  Indiana,  thence  to  the  town  of  St.  Louis  in 
Missouri,  thence  by  the  way  of  .\rkansas  to  the  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  moiion  was  agreed  to. 

[The  following  is  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr. 
Easton,  in  his  observations  for  opening  and  im- 
proving roads:  The  Presidentof  ihe  United  Slates 
to  be  authorized  to  appjint  a  suitable  number  of 
commissioners  to  survey,  mark,  and  lay  out  the 
said  roads,  and  to  designate  the  places  where  it 
will  be  necessary  and  proper  that  persons  should 
settle,  lor  the  purpose  of  keeping  houses  of  en- 
tertainmeni  for  accommodation  of  travellers ;  that 
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the  Governors  or  Secretaries  of  the   respective 
Territories  be  authorized  to  lease  to  an  inhabitant 
who  will  settle  at  those  places,  a  tract  of  land 
not  exceeding  six    hundred  and  forty  acres,  nor 
less  than  tjiree  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  on  con- 
dition of  their  opening  and  keeping  in  repair  the 
road  for  the  distance  allotted  to  them  for  the  term 
of  ten   years,  which  allotments  shall  be  next  ad- 
joining the  lands  so  leased  to  them  respectively  ; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  the  leases,  the  lessees,  their 
neirs  or  assigns,  upon  satisfying  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  the  time  being,  ihat  they 
have  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  leases  respec- 
tively, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  for 
the  lands  so  leased  from  the  Government:  Pro- 
vided,   That  no  one  lessee  shall  be  required  ta 
keep  the  road   in  repair  for  more  than  five  miles 
for  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
nor  more  than  ten  miles  for  a  tract  of  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres;   and  the  commissioners  in 
laying  out  and   marking  said   roads,  shall  report 
to  the  Governors  or  Secretaries  the  several  allot- 
ments  specially,  specifying  in  what  allotments 
ilie    lessees  ought  to  be  entitUd   to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  and  in  what  alloiments  they  will 
be  entitled  to  a  less  quantity  of  land,  and  to  what 
amount ;  which  said  allotments  shall  respectively 
be  numbered,  and  laid  down  upon  a  plat  of  the 
said  roads,  to  be  platted   by  the  surveyors  to  be 
employed    to  run   the  same;    one  copy  whereof 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  Governor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory in  which  the  road  shall  be,  and  other  copies 
of  the  plats  of  said   roads  to  be  deposited  in  the 
otfice  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office.] 

PRIVATE  LOSSES  IN  SERVICE,  Ac. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
authorizing  the  payment  for  private  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  whilst  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Various  amendments  of  a  verbal  nature  were 
made  to  the  bill,  on  which  considerable  discussion 
look  plice. 

The  most  earnest  discussion  took  place  on  mo- 
tions successively  made  by  Messrs.  Desha.  Thom- 
as, Wilde,  and  Clay,  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
include  the  case  of  the  horses  belonging  to  those 
railitia  who  captured  Proctor's  army,  that  were 
lost  in  consequence  of  their  riders  beiug  separated 
from,  and  crossing  the  lake  without  their  horses, 
which  were  left  in  the  care  of  the  United  States' 
officers. 

These  motions  were  advocated  by  the  above 
gentlemen,  and  01  hers, and  opposed  by  Mr.  Yancey 
and  others.  The  main  objection  of  them  was, 
that  the  daily  allowance  (by  the  act  of  1795)  to 
mounted  volunteers  and  militia,  for  the  use  of 
their  horses,  was  intended  to  Cover  all  risks,  ex- 
cept those  incident  to  battle ;  and  that  the  acci- 
dents of  breaking  loose,  geiiiog  mired,  &c.,  by 
which  the  horses  in  question  were  lost,  were  such 
as  were  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  liberal  al- 
lowance of  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
risk  of  horses.    On   the  other  hand,  it  was  con- 
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tilled,  with  force,  that  ihe  United  Stales,  having  | 
_    rated  the  rider  from  his  hors-e,  and  assumed  j 
t»  '.  care  of  it,  Was  liable  for  accidents  which  oc- 
cifred.  generally,  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
G^the  care  and'attention  bestoweJ  on  the  animal  , 


ti»bis  proprietor, 
jjfo  c 


one  of  the  amendments  on  this  subject  pre- 
\5ft<etl.  all  of  tr»em  being  negatived,  by  20  or   30  j 

fority. 
he  followinj  are  Mr.  Desha's  remarks  on  the  | 
-  Hive  bill :  i 

Mr.  Desha  jsaid,  his  object  in   rising   was  to  i 
ve  that  so  much  of  the  amendment,  proposed  j 
the   chairmnn  af  the  Committee  of  Claims,  [ 
tjiihe  bill   under  consideration,  as  relates  to  a| 
(i|iluction   of   forty    ceois  per   day.  allowed    by  | 
tfc*-  act  of  179S,  for  the   use   and   risk  of  horses,  | 
sfcjiuld  be  strucjc  out.     He  flattered  hini.self,  that  , 
iTfore  he  sat  du^wn,  he  should  be  able  to  coovince 
ti>  honorable  cenileman,  that  the  bill  with  his 
-endment,  ut^ess   the  part   that  relates  to  the 
J]uction  of  forty  cents  per  day  should  be  erased,  | 
f  partial  in  i:s   provisions,  and  manifestly  un-  , 
,  particularly  as  related  to  Governor  Shelby's 
unieers,  who  were  separated  from  their  horses  i 
"Lake  Erie,  in   the  Fall  of  1813.     The  bill,  as  | 
i|^oow  stands,   makes  provision   for   paying  for 
rfses  lost,  in  «jonsequence  of  the  failure,  ou  the 
}2Mrt  of  Goverflmeot,  to  furnish  a  sufBciency  of ' 
mage,   without   any   deduction — neither   ought  i 
H,5re  to  be  anj-.     This  is  just;  but  how  does  it  ' 
s|;iod  in  relatiui  to  horses  lost  in  consequence  of, 
t£;>  owners  beiisg  separated  from  them   by  order  i 
(X;ihe   commaoding  General,   as  was  the  case  j 
wAh  Governor  Shelby's   men,  who.   under  the  i 
(,vi!er  of  the  commanding  officer,  left  their  horses  ' 
,ihe   peninsula,  between  Sandusky  and  Port-  | 
1  river,  crossed    the  lake  where  it   was  forty  ! 
[les  wide,  principally  in   open   boats,   pursued  ! 
enemy  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  into  the  | 
rior  of  Cartada,  overtook  them,  and  with  the  | 
of  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  commanded   by  ; 
worthy  cdleague,  captured  Proctor's  army, . 
defeated,  with  considerable  slaughter,  hosts  ; 
ihe  savage  allies  of  Britain.     And  can   it   be 
I  that  these   men  did  not  render  as  important  , 
rices  as  iho.«&  who  lost   their  horses  for  want 
forage.     Then   why   this  deduction  of  forty  ' 
ts  per   day,  from   the   commencement  of  the 
sfrifice?    It  is  partiality  in  the  extreme.     I  have 
i^besitation  insaying,  that  Government  is  bound, 
i»*justice,  to  j>»iy  for  all  horses  lost  at   Portage. 
It  .accident  or  otherwise.     The  horses,  for  up- 
Jrds  of  four  fweeks,  were  virtually  and  indeed 
»>ually  in  possession  of  the  Government,  by  or- 1 
,r  of  Its  ageni,  during  which  time  the  owners  • 
jil  no  control  pver  them  ;  men  were  left  to  take 
c^e  of  them,  ajid  to  prevent  them  from  breaking 
p^r  the  fence  aiade  across  the  peninsula.     Then 
ly,  in   law.  (iqtiity  and  justice,  thai  all  loises  ' 
Atained   during  tiiis  time,  the  Government   is 
(£iind  to  pay  f|)r ;  and   to  refuse,  I  have  no  hesi- 
'^lou  in  sayin;^,  is  manifest  injustice. 
*  What  was  the  situation  on  your  borders  at  the  , 
W)e  the  votunteers  tendered  their  services  1  Hull  i 
\.4d  surreudered  up  ao  army.     Winchester  had  ! 


been  defeated  at  the  river  Raisin.  Dudley's  regi- 
ment was  cut  up  at  the  Rapids.  The  blood  of 
the  frontier  inhabitants  was  flowing  under  the 
tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  Dnmay  hovered 
on  your  borders.  Such  wa?  the  situation  when  the 
aged  and  patriotic  Shelby,  Governor  of  Kentucky, 
beat  up  for  volunteers.  Afier  it  was  known  that 
he  would  head  them  in  person  and  lead  them 
against  the  enemy,  a  short  notice  produced  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  thirty-five  or  six  hun- 
dred volunteers  pre|»ared  to  follow  their  patriotic 
leader  into  Canada,  or  anywhere  else  where  they 
might  be  serviceable  to  their  country.  Pay  was 
scarcely  a  consideration  with  them  ;  yt-t  they 
could  not  believe  that  their  country  would  be 
ungrateful.  The  understanding  was,  that  if  their 
horses  were  lost.  Government  would  pay  for  them. 
The  quartermaster  general,  by  the  order,  and  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  Governor,  had  the  horses  val- 
ued by  disinterested  person?,  and  entered  in  a 
book  lor  that  purpose,  copies  of  which,  I  believe, 
are  deposited  in  the  War  Depart  men  t.  Under  these 
circumstances,  had  not  the  volunteers  a  right  to 
expect  remuneration  in  case  of  losse*.  where  such 
losses  were  not  occasioned  through  any  neglect  on 
their  part — and  will  Government  act  ungratefully 
towards  her  patriotic  sons  of  the  West,  who,  with 
other  exertions,  captured  a  whole  army,  with  the 
aid  of  my  colleague's  regiment,  nnd  wrested,  as  it 
were,  the  tomahawk  and  >calping  knife  from  the 
hands  of  hordes  of  savages,  by  giving  peace  to 
the  frontiers,  by  deducting  forty  cents  per  day 
from  the  hard-earned  wages  ot  men  who  ren- 
dered important  services,  and  in  doing  which 
they  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  their  horses?  Will 
we  by  this  act  verify  what  has  been  so  often 
said  by  the  enemies  of  free  Governments,  that 
Republics  are  always  ungrateful  ? 

Mr.  De.sha  had  no  hesitation  in  believing,  that, 
if  every  horse  belonging  to  Governor  Shelby's 
volunteers  had  been  lost — and  the  number  lost 
was  inconsiderable — and  had  to  be  paid  tor  by 
Government — it  was  still  a  saving  business  to  them; 
particularly  when  the  expense  of  transportation 
of  baggage  is  taken  into  consideration,  together 
with  itie  importance  of  the  service  rendered,  as 
well  as  the  immense  amount  of  property  taken 
from  the  enemy  on  the  Thames.  The  men  con- 
vened at  the  place  of  rendezvous  at  a  short  notice. 
It  would  have  taken  considerable  time  to  have 
procured  wagons  and  teams  for  the  iransportalioa 
of  the  baggage.  It  would  have  taken  weeks  in 
marching  the  men  on  foot  upwards  of  three  huo- 
dred  miles  to  the  lake,  and  much  difficulty  and 
time  to  have  gotten  the  baggage  wagons  there, 
through  a  country  that  abounds  id  swampx  and 
marshes.  Before  the  army  could  have  arrived,  un- 
der all  these  difficulties,  the  windy  season,  which 
commences  periodically  on  the  Lake.«,  must  have 
set  in,  which  would  have  rendered  it  impossible 
for  the  army  to  have  crossed  over  in  the  kind  of 
craft  they  had  to  cross  in.  The  failure  of  the 
expedition  would  have  been  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence, and  the  expense  would  have  been  nearly 
equal  to  what  it  is  now,  when  success  attended 
our  anus.     Tiie  desperate  devastations  and  mas- 
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sacresof  the  savage  enemy  would  have  continued 
another  season  on  our  borders.  The  Government 
would  have  had  to  have  sent  more  men,  and  been 
subjected  to  the  expense  of  another  campaign, 
the  success  of  which,  independent  of  the  expense, 
would  have  been  more  doubtful,  as  the  enemy 
would  have  gotten  over  the  panic,  and  been  in  all 
probability  better  prepared  for  your  reception. 
Add  to  this  the  amount  of  property  taken  from 
the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  considerable — upwards 
of  a  million  of  dollars  in  value — in  munitions  of 
war;  ordnance,  military  stores,  and  other  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  D,  ?aid.  when  all  these  things  were  consid- 
ered, together  with  the  almost  incalculable  diffi- 
culties, toils,  hardships,  and  starvations,  that  had 
to  be  encountered  and  surmounted  on  the  expe- 
dition, Government  ought  not  to  hesitate  in  doing 
justice,  if  they  were  not  disposed  to  remunerate 
liberally.  But,  what  astonished  him  more  than 
anything  else,  was  the  extraordinary  opposition 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who 
reported  this  bill,  to  granting  pay  for  lost  horses, 
and  the  want  of  his  usual  liberality  in  constru- 
ing the  act  of  1795,  which  allows  forty  cents  a 
day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses.  In  this  in- 
stance, the  honorable  gentleman  appears  not  to 
have  taken  the  use  of  horses  into  consideration, 
or  certainly  he  would  not  be  so  anxious  for  the 
deduction,  as  contemplated  in  his  amendment, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  service.  It  is 
certainly  a  laudable  principle,  that  of  holding  fast 
the  public  purse-strings;  but  this  ought  not  to  be 
the  first  consideration  with  a  politician:  justice 
ought  to  be  deemed  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration.  The  honorable  gentleman  does 
oot  feel  as  I  do  on  this  occasion  ;  and  1  have  no 
doubt  but  he  has  a  full  .share  of  philanthropy  in 
his  composition.  It  must  be  a.scribed  lo  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  gentleman  having  been  sitting 
at  home  at  his  ease;  heard  the  account  of  our 
success,  and  no  doubt  was  highly  pleased  with  it ; 
and  probably  beard  of  some  of  the  difficulties  we 
had  to  encounter ;  but  it  slipped  by  like  the  pass- 
ing wind,  and  left  no  lasting  impression.  If  the 
gentleman  had  been  present,  and  witnessed  the 
toils  and  difficulties  that  had  been  encountered, 
he  perhaps  would  feel  the  same  sympathies  that 
I  feel,  and  would  think  with  me,  that  the  part  of 
his  amendment  thai  relates  to  a  reduction  of  forty 
cents  per  day  ought  to  be  stricken  out;  and  that 
justice  demands,  and  sound  policy  dictates,  that 
Government  should  pay  for  the  horses  lost,  with- 
out any  deduction  of  pay. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  with  several 
amendments,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next. 


Tuesday.  December  26. 

Another  member  lo  wit:  from  Connecticut, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge.  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  in  the  District  of  Maine,  praying  for 
he  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  ;  and  Mr. 


HoPKiNSON  presented  similar  petitions  from  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  Mabon  presented  a  petition  of  a  commit- 
tee appointed  by,  and  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of 
the  cotton  manufacturers  residing  in  Providence 
and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Uland, 
praying  that  the  importation  of  all  cotton  goods, 
(nankeens  excepted,)  the  production  of  places  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  may  be  prohibited  ; 
and  that  such  additional  duties  may  be  laid  on 
cotton  goods  of  a  coarse  texture,  imported  from 
other  countries,  as  will  give  to  the  petitioners  the 
necessary  protection  and  encouragement. 

Mr.  H0PKIN8ON  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity, 
praying  that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed 
on  the  importation  of  woollen  manufactures,  and 
that  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem 
may  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  coltOD 
goods  from  foreign  countries. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  a  proc- 
lamation notifying  the  Convention  concluded 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  3d  day  of  July  last, 
recommending  to  Congress  such  legislative  pro- 
visions as  the  Convention  may  call  for  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford.  Elisha  Fisher 
and  Company,  Thomas  Clifford,  and  Thomas 
Clifford  and  Son,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  House,  if  anything, 
and  what,  has  been  done  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  Congress,  of  the  18th  of  April,  1814.  entitled 
''An  act  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  lawsof 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  distribution  there- 
of," and  if  anything  has  occurred  to  delay  or  pre- 
vent the  preparation,  execution,  or  distribution  of 
the  work,  to  whom,  or  to  what  cause,  it  is  attri- 
butable. 

MILITARY  ACADEMIES. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afl'airs,  reported  a  bill  "  making 
provision  for  three  additional  Military  Acade- 
mies.." 

[This  bill  proposes  that  there  shall  be  established 
three  additional  Military  Academies;  one  within 
theDistrict  of  Columbia  ;  one  at  Mount  Dearborn, 
in  South  Carolina;  and  one  in  the  vicioity  of 
Newport,  at  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Lick- 
ing rivers,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  with  the  same 
establishment  of  officers,  and  under  the  same  regu- 
lations generally  as  the  present  Military  Acade- 
my ;  the  number  of  cadets  in  the  several  Military 
Academies  never  to  exceed  in  the  whole,  the 
number  of  eight  hundred,] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  coinmilied. 
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CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
'$ee  of  Electrons,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
^if  Erastus  Rvjot,  contesting  tne  election  of  Jotm 
^dams,  a  meiiiber  returned  to  serve  in  this  House. 
The  repor(  states,  that  Mr.  Adams  was  returned 
fti  consequence  of  the  error  committed  by  the 
4eputy  clerk  of  Green  county,  (one  of  the  two 
!,omposing  tnat  Congressional  district,)  who.  in 
ropying  the  trolls,  spelt  the  name  Rott  instead  of 
Jioot,  whcre()y  576  of  his  votes  were  vitiated, 
•which  left  a  majority  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  was 
^(herefore  rettitned.  The  committee  report  that 
'  l^lr.  Root  hatj  in  fact  the  majority  of  votes,  as  ap- 
eared  by  evsJence  before  them,  and  was  admit- 
ed  by  Mr.  A"Jams.  The  committee  recommend 
^he  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

••  Revolted,    That  John  Adams  in  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
'ji  this  House. 
"  RnoUed,  That  Erastug  lioot  «*  entitled  to  a  scat 
^kO  this  House.*' 

I;;  The  report  was  further  explained  by  Mr.  Tay- 
;:0R,  and  no  objection  having  been  made  to  it  on 
any  part,  it  T-as  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Root  appeared,  wa^^  qualified,  and  took  his 
4»eat. 


2  "VVednesday,  December  27. 

\\  Mr.  KiNQ.  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
yjion  of  the  York  Cotton  Factory  Company,  in 
Slhe  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  such 
^■))roteclion  and  encouragement  may  be  extended 
|0  the  manufacturing  establishments  within  the 
..pnited  States,  as  may,  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress, 
^eem  meet  and  proper. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
ilee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 
>t.  Mr.  Ross  presented  petitions  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  ihe  county  of  Lehigh,  in  the  State  of 
'Vennsylvani.1,  praying  that  the  several  acts  im- 
tjposing  dutie:,  on  distilleries,  on  domestic  manu- 
Sfictures,  anc{  on  retailers,  may  be  repealed,  and 
•  jhat  the  direct  tax  may  be  augmented. 
.'•  Mr.  Pleahants  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
^iflffairs.  reported  a  resolution  requesting  the  Pre- 
cjideni  of  the  United  Slates  to  present  medals  to 
f^aptain  Jaioes  Biddle,  and  the  officers  of  the 
j[tloop  of-war  Hornet;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
K-,ommiited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
^llay  next. 

*;  Mr.  Pleasants  also  reported  a  bill  rewarding 
^Jthe  officers  ajid  crew  of  ihe  sloop-of-war  Hornet, 
xHoT  the  capiyre  and  destruction  of  the  British 
|Qoopof-war' Penguin ;  which  was  read  twice, 
^iind  commitced  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
'•^Friday  next," 

§t  Mr.  TncsiAS,  after  stating  that  a  distinction 
f  ^pot  intended  by  the  Government,  now  existed  in 
v^he  laws  between  soldiers  of  the  usual  military 
t><gp,  and  thc^e  enlisted  above  and  below  it,  under 
J^a  law  passe<)  at  a  late  period  in  the  war.  moved 
vjihe  followin;>  resolution : 
i  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
ibe  instructed  Vo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
J^donsiions  of  an  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  all 
m*.  persons  und«.t  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  over  that  of 
■^7  ? 


forty-five  years,  enlisted  as  regular  soldiers  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  to  serve  for  five  years,  or  during 
the  late  war,  and  who  have  or  shall  receive  an  honora- 
ble discharge. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thcmas, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  equitable  liquidation 
of  all  claims  against  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, for  rations  and  forage  furnished  to  any  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  Stales,  either  volunteers, 
militia,  or  regulars,  by  a  citizen  wttase  accounts 
or  vouchers  are  informal. 

PRIVATE  LOSSES  IN  SERVICE,  &c. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
"Whole  to  the  bill  making  compensation  for  pro- 
perty lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  while  in  the 
military  service  oft  he  United  States  ;  and  the  said 
amendments  being  again  read,  were  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Yancey,  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  per- 
son, whether  of  cavalry,  mounted  militia,  or  volun- 
teers, who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has  sustained 
damage  by  the  loss  of  a  horse,  in  consequence  of  the 
owner  being  dismounted,  or  separated  and  detached 
from  the  same,  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer, 
or  in  consequence  of  the  rider  being  killed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of  such 
horse,  at  the  time  he  was  received  into  the  public  ser- 
vice;  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  which  has  been 
paid,  or  may  be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
same,  while  in  the  service  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Desha  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause 
of  this  proposed  amendment,  which  he  considered 
unjust  as  well  as  ungenerous. 

Mr.  JoH.NSON  said,  the  character  c^f  the  men, 
immediately  interested  in  this  subject,  had  the 
strongest  claim  upon  the  justice  of  Congress.  The 
farmers  and  mechanics,  and  men  who,  ginerally 
speaking,  gained  a  livelihood  by  labor;  men  who 
had  lived  in  domestic  ease,  quiet,  and  happiness, 
until  called  upon  to  defend  the  soil  and  the  rights 
of  their  country  ;  men  in  moderate  circumstances, 
and  many  of  them  really  poor.  Hocked  to  your 
standard — virtuous,  valiant,  and  patriotic.  They 
never  aimed  at  power,  and  authority,  and  distinc- 
tion, !-ave  that  which  has  arisen  from  the  glory 
they  have  acquired  from  their  valiant  deeds,  and 
having  by  their  toils  and  sufferings  elevated  the 
character  of  the  nation  to  the  highest  pinnacle, 
are  satisfied  to  retire  to  private  life  to  enjoy,  under 
the  shade  of  the  vine  and  the  fig  tree,  rights  and 
privileges  which  they  have,  with  others,  defended. 
These  are  the  men  who  must  be  affected  by  the 
decision  of  this  question  ;  these  are  the  men  who 
ask  for  justice,  not  charity,  although  they  believe, 
that,  upon  this  principle,  an  appeal  would  not  be 
vain.  This  bill  makes  unjust  distinctions.  Cases 
of  hardships  are  omitted.  Horses  lost  in  battle, 
from  unavoidable  casualty,  should  be  classed  with 
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horses  killed  is  battle.  No  reason  can  be  given 
why  the  distinction  should  be  made.  It  is  a  dis- 
tinction without  difference.  Justice  discards  any 
such  rule.  Why  pay  for  horses  killed  in  battle  ?— 
because  the  risk  is  no  ordinary  one,  but  extraor- 
dinary. The  same  reason  will  embrace  horses 
lost  in  battle.  In  each  case  Congress  is  bound  in 
justice  and  good  policy  to  remunerate  the  suf- 
ferers. 

Again,  the  bill  provides  for  ihe  payment  of 
horses  lost  for  want  of  forage  ;  this  is  a  very  im- 
portant provision,  founded  in  justice, arising  from 
an  implied  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  damages  resulting  from  a  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  furnish  forage,  which 
was  one  condition  upon  which  the  mounted  vol- 
unteer undertook    to  serve  hrs  country  ;  and  if  it 


value  of  the  horse  of  a  mounted  volunteer.  It 
dispensed  with  all  the  expensive  train  of  baggage 
wagons  and  provision  escorts.  Ii  saved  thou- 
sands to  the  United  States,  at  the  moment  that  it 
enabled  the  commandingofficer  lo  protect  invaded 
frontiers,  to  pursue  the  enemy,  and  force  hira  lo 
battle  or  surrender. 

In  many  parts  no  other  force  would  have  done ; 
the  forces  never  disappointed  expectation,  and 
Congress  should  not  hesitate  on  this  occasion  lo 
be  just  if  not  liberal. 

The  feelings  of  gratitude  and  justice  should  be 
towards  those  people  ;  they  demand  no  indemnity 
for  thecommon  calamities  of  war ;  by  the  wanton 
destruction  of  private  property  by  the  enemy,  the 
sacking  of  towns,  burning  of  houses; — no  such 
claims  are  set  up ;  the  Government  had  no  agency 


was  impracticable  to  comply  with  this  positive  i  in  these  injuries.  These  barbarities  were  not 
stipulation,  and  that  is  admitted,  the  misfortune  produced  by  any  official  act  of  the  Government, 
should  not  rest  upon  the  citizen  soldiers,  but  on  I  The  nation  cannot  forget  the  sorrows  of  these 
Government.  But,  Mr.  J.  said,  a  case  as  strong  i  men.  and  the  nation  will  demand  good  cause  for 
as  either  of  the  others,  presented  itself  for  consid-  j  a  refusal  on  our  pan  lo  pay  them.  A  few  days 
eralion.the  payment  for  horses  lost  where  the  rider  j  ago  the  merit  of  these  men  was  presented  strongly 


was  dismounted  by  order  of  the  commanding 
General.  Take  the  memorable  case  of  Governor 
Shelby  and  his  gallant  corps.  Here  again  the 
principles  of  policy  and  justice  plead  for  remune- 
ration ;  the  reason  is  obvious,  an  act  of  Govern- 
ment produced  the  result.  The  horses  were  in 
this  case  lost  by  an  order  of  the  commanding 
General,  without  any  fault  or  negligence  in  the 
mounted  volunteer.  Cm  there  be  a  stronger 
case  ?  It  may  be  strengthened,  it  may  be  placed, 
not  only  on  the  order  of  the  commander,  but  on 
the  intrinsic  merit  of  that  order.  What  causes 
produced  this  order  ?  The  impossibility  of  riding 
over  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  necessity 
of  pursuing  the  enemy.  If  the  President  and  his 
Cabinet  had  been  there,  would  the  order  have 
been  sanctioned?     If  Congress  had   been  there. 


to  the  affections  of  this  nation.  Their  services 
will  not  be  forgotten  ;  their  sufferings  were  great 
and  their  separation  from  iheir  horses  produced 
much  hardship,  and  was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
their  property,  and  Government  cannot  refuse 
remuneration. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Virginia, spoke  at  length,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Desha,  in  favor  of  the  first  part  of  the  pro- 
posed new  section,  and  against  ihe  proviso. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Desha  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Yancey;  who  said,  if  u  were  adopted,  he  should 
be  compelled  to  vote  against  his  own  amendment. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Desha's  motion  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  For  his 
amendment  54,  against  a  83,  as  follows: 

Ykis— Messrs.  Adgate,  Baer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bas- 
sett,  Birdseye,  Brooks,  Burnside,  Caldwell,  Chappell, 


would  Congress  have  sanctioned  the  order  ?  These  ;  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clendennin,  Clopton,  Com- 
inquiries  need  no  answer.  Then,  upon  what  prin-  '  stock,  Creighton,  Darlington,  Desha,  Forney,  Griffin, 
ciple  can  these  claims  be  rejected,  and  all  similar  Hahn,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hungerford,  Irwin  of  Penn- 
claims?  for  the  argument  will  apply  to  all  other  |  sylvania,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
eases.     But  the   case  may  yet  be  strengthened.  |  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Love,  McCoy,  McKee, 


In  the  result  of  the  measure — in  the  destruction 
of  the  enemy  in  that   quarter — compare  the  la- 
bors of  these  men  with  the  paltry  sum  which  will 
be  expended  in  paying  for  a  few  lost  horses.     A 
provision  has  been  reported  to  give  these  men  pay 
for  their  horses,afterdeductin2foriy  cents  per  day, 
■which  the  law  gave  them.     The  proposition  con- 
tains a  most  manifest  injustice.     The   value  of 
the  horse,  and  the  ordinary  risk  of  the  horse,  were 
worth  forty  cents  per  day  ;  and,  notwithstanding, 
it  is  proposed  to  take  away   that  which  Govern- 
ment contracted  to  give  the  mounted  volunteer. 
Did  the  Government  have  to  use  coercion  ?    No, 
thousands  flocked  to  the  standard  of  their  country 
in   the  hour  of  peril,  not  doubling  in  times  of 
peace  they  should  meet  with  at  least  justice  if  not 
liberality.     Such  was  the  confidence  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  confidence 
was  well  founded  ;  that  this  just  expectation  will 
be   realized.     But.  Mr.  J.  said,  members  seemed 
to  want  correct  informatioQ  as  to  the  services  and 


McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Moore  of 
South  Carolina,  Newton,  Parris,  Powell,  Reynolds, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Ross,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Thomas, 
Townsend,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendo- 
ver,  Whiteside,  Willoughby,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats— .Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Atherlon,  Bay- 
lice,  Belts,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Champion, 
Chipman,  Clayton,  Condict.  Cooper,  Crawford,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davenport,  Forsyth.  Gaston,  Gholson,  Gold,  Gros- 
venor.  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes.  Herbert,  Hopkmsnn, 
HuIbert,Ingham,Jcwett,  Kent,  King  of  MassacbusetU, 

King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  V^^'^"' 
Lowndes.  Lumpkin,  Lyic,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Marsh, 
Mason,  Mayrant,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moffit,  Nelson  of  Mi*- 
sachusetts,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Piper,  Ple-sanU,  Reed, 
Rice,  Root,  Ruggles.  Sergeant,  Savage,  Sheffey,  Smith 
of  Pcnnsvlvania,  Sunford,  Strong.  Stuart,  Sturgea, 
Taggart.  Tallmadge.  Tate,  Telfair,  Vose.  Wh^^alon. 
Wilcox,  WilJe,  Wilkin,  Williams,  William  Wilson, 
Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 
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So  the  motlvD  to  amend  Mr.  Yancey's  proposed 

ihiendment  was  rejected. 
^  Mr.  Desha  then  moved  an  amendment,  limit- 
Cig  the  proposed  deduction  of  pay  to  the  time 
^llowing  the  loss  of  the  horse,  so  as  to  leave  the 
^ounted  volunteer  the  benefit  of  the  allowance 
•*r  the  time  he  was  in  service  previous  to  the 

jeath  of  his  |orse. 
»*  After  somjr  warm  debate  on  this  motion,  be- 
'Keen  Mr.  DitsHA  and  Mr.  Yancey,  it  also  was 
jKSatived.      » 

rThe  amendment  of  Mr.  Yancey,  as  originally 
_  oposed.  wa»  then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 
,1'  Mr.  SouTF*ARD  proposed  a  new  section  to  the 
^'ill,  by  way  of  limitaiion  to  its  provisions  ;  which 
[e  withdrew'to  make  way  for  one  offered  by  Mr. 
THERTON,  (or  barring  all  claims  not  preierred 
the  Treasury  within  a  limited  time.  The  mo- 
on was  negatived,  after  debate. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Grosvenor,  an  amendment 
iL^as  adopted  includinsr  boats  in  the  section  provi- 
^nor  for  the  payment  tor  pressed  horses,  carts,  dec. 
?  Mr.  Mayr.vnt.  made  a  motion  to  amend  the 
me  section  :fo  as  to  include  '•  all  other  property," 
St  in  the  public  service.  He  particularly  called 
e  attention  of  :he  House  to  the  case  of  slaves, 
ed  as  drivtTs  of  wagons,  as  sailors,  laborers, 
C,  employe^  or  pressed  into  the  service  of  the 
f'nitfd  Siate=i  and  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by 
e  enemy.     • 

This  raotioi*  wa^s  opposed  by  Mr.  Yancey,  and 
pported  by  ^Ir.  Robertson.  It  was  negatived 
a  considerable  majority. 
Other  ameJidmeot!>  were  proposed,  some  of 
hich  were  ajjreed  to. and  others  rejected.  Among 
e  latter  wa»  one  proposed  by  Mr.  Atherton, 
utided  on  the  principle  that  a  distinction  ought 
be  made  bi*tween  property  employed  by  con- 
act  with  individuals  and  property  impressed, 
asmuch  as  ihe  individual  making  a  contract  is 
nposed  to  Jo  u  with  full  information  of  the 
'•f.ks  to  which  It  is  liable.  %^io  stipulate  accord- 
iigly  for  incrt-ased  compensation. 
V  .Vlr.  McLeaiN,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  amendment, 
i^rtended  to  cufver  the  case  of  property  involved  in 
(UH's  surrender  at  Detroit ;  which  was  negatived. 
ioT  the  araenilraent  01,  against  it  67. 
;(  The  bill  Wvis  at  length  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
>r  a  third  retrdiog. 


TJiURBDAY.  December  28. 

^  Mr.  JENNiNJGspresented  the  petition  of  theLe- 
slature  of  tlie  Territory  of  Indiana,  praying  that 
riain  manufacturers  of  domestic  goods,  in  said 
erritory,  raa-y  not  be  subjected  to  the  [>enaliies 
tfovided  for  vjiolations  of  the  laws  imposing  duties 
'il  domestic  itianufactures,  because  of  tiieir  igoo- 
Voce  of,  or  inability  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
iins  of  said  l>ws. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
^ays  and  MTans. 

',  Mr.  Morrtir  presented  a  petition  of  the  manu- 
HCiurers  of  cbttou  goods,  in  the  county  of  Rens- 
J^laer.  and  Stale  of  New  York,  praying  that  the 
^^nporiation  t<  cotton  goods  from  places  beyond 
Hit  Cape  of  ([iood  Hope^may  be  prohibited,  and 


that  the  duties  on  cotton  goods,  imported  from 
other  places,  may  be  increased. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Jennino8  presented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  praying  that 
the  said  Territory  may  be  erected  into  a  State 
government,  and  that  the  same  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footinc:  with  the  original 
States. — Referred  to  Messrs.  Jennings,  McKee, 
HENDKRaoN,  Reed,  and  Mofpit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Savage,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  new 
collection  distiict  from  the  districts  of  Vermont 
and  Champlaiii,  to  be  denominated  the  district  of 
Whitehall,  ami  to  include  all  such  shores  and 
waters  of  Lakes  Chftmplain  and  George,  and  the 
rivers  connected  therewith,  as  lie  south  of  Basin 
Harbor,  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
time  for  issuing  military  land  warrants  for  ser- 
vices during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  locating 
the  same  on  any  unlocated  parts  of  the  fifty  quar- 
ter townsliips.  and  the  fractional  quarter  town- 
ships reserved  by  law  for  original  holders  of  mil- 
itary land  warrants. 

The  SpeailER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  annual  statement  of  the  amount  of  duties  and 
drawbacks  on  goods,  wares,  and  mercliandise  im- 
ported into  and  exported  from  the  United  States, 
during  the  years  1812.  1813.  and  1814. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  enlarge  the  time  for 
ascertaining  the  annual  transfers,  within  the  sev- 
eral collection  districts  in  the  United  Slates,  of 
property  subject  to  the  direct  tax,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

PORTS  OF  ENTRV. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  offered  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Cumtnittee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  e!iUibli«lung  by  law  a  port  of  entry  at  CiBcia- 
nati,  in  the  Slate  oi  Ohio." 

Mr.  McLean  introduced  the  above  resolution 
by  observing,  that  a  very  respectable  and  wealthy 
association  of  gentlemen  had  been  formed  in  Cin- 
cinnati for  the  purpose  of  importing  goods  from 
Europe  to  ihai  place  ;  that  the  agent  of  the  com- 
pany, before  this  time,  had  arrived  in  England 
where  he  calculated  on  fixing  his  residence.  He 
had  also  been  informed,  that  another  similar  asso- 
ciation was  forming  at  the  same  place.  The  in- 
valuable discovery  of  propelling  boats  by  the 
agency  of  steam,  would  enable  these  enterprising 
associations  to  surmount  with  ease  every  difficulty 
in  ascending  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers.  He 
believid  it  would  not  require  more  than  twenty- 
nine  or  thirty  days  to  perform  the  voyage  from 
Orleans  to  Cincinnati ;  il  would  neither  be  ex- 
pensive tior  hazardous.  At  present,  Mr.  M.  ob- 
served, the  city  of  New  Orleans  is  the  nearest 
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port  of  delirery  to  Cincinoaii.  Of  course,  im- 
porters at  the  latter  place  would  have  to  bond 
their  duties  at  Orleans,  and  the  time  consumed 
in  proceeding  to  Cincinnati  would  be  lost,  on  the 
general  credit  given  for  the  payment  of  duties. 
This  inconvenience  could  only  be  remedied  by 
the  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  m  the  reso- 
lution. He  had  no  doubt  bui  that  it  would  be  in 
the  power  of  the  committee  to  adopt  such  provis- 
ions as  would  effectually  guard  the  revenue  from 
fraud,  which  some  may  anticipate  from  so  long 
an  inland  navigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
proposed  resolution  was  amended  by  adding  to 
the  end  of  it  the  words,  'Louisville,  in  the  State 
of  Kentucky  ;"  and  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

PRIVATE  LOSSES  IN  SERVICE,  &c. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  and  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war.  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Forsyth  required  the 
yeas  and  nays,  being  opposed  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  because,  as  he  conceived,  in  it  cases  were 
identified  which  had  no  points  of  similarity  ;  and, 
in  general,  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  incon- 
sistent with  each  other,  and  in  some  instances 
with  the  common  principles  of  justice. 

The  bill  was  passed — yeas  113,  nays  15,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yk4§ — Mesars.  Adgate,  .\lcxander,  Archer,  Alher- 
ton,  Baer,  Baker,  Basaett,  Bateman,  Belts,  Birdseye, 
Bradbury,  Brooka,  Burnpide,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Clopton,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuipopi-r,  Ciilhbert,  Dar- 
linf^ton,  Davenport,  Desha,  Forney,  (iaston,  GhoLson, 
Gold,  Gnffin,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Heister, 
Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hulbert, 
Hungerford,  Jewell,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kenl,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Car- 
ohna,  LangdoD,  Love,  Lovelt,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Lyon, 
Maciay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, McLean  of  Ohio,  Mills,  Motfit,  Moore  of  South 
Carolina,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachubetts,  Newton, 
Noyes,  Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Rey- 
nolds, Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Savage, 
Schenck,  Shefley,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Slurges,  Taggarl, 
Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina, 
Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Townsend,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilkin, 
Williams,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies,  Brigham,  Brown,  Cady, 
Forsyth,  Grosvenor,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Maaon,  Milnor,  Rice,  Strong,  \itBe,  Wheaton,  and 
WiWe. 

INVALID  CORPS. 

On  moiioQ  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Comaiitiee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  of  the 
army  of  the  Revolution,  of  the  late  war,  and  of 
the  army  for  the  time  being. 

Besides  one  or  two  small  amendments  to  the 


detail  of  the  bill,  the  following  proceedings  took 
place  on  it : 

Mr.  Lowndes  rose  for  the  purpo-e  of  obtaining 
information  whether  the  individuals  to  come  in 
under  this  bill  were  to  be  considered  on  the  foot- 
ing of  charity  merely,  or  of  actual  service.  There 
was  nothing,  he  remarked,  in  the  bill,  fixing  the 
decree  of  corporeal  disability  which  should  pre- 
vent an  ifiValid  from  entering  thic  corps.  Under 
present  impressions,  he  .said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  proposed  invalid  corps  was  too  much  an 
imitation  of  European  institutions,  but  little 
adapted  to  the  state  of  society  which  happily 
exists  in  our  country.  Mr.  L.  said  he  certainly 
should  not  object  to  any  provision  which  charity 
or  a  just  liberality  to  those  who  have  suffered  in 
the  service  of  their  country  niiffht  present  foe 
consideration.  He  was  not  only  willing,  but 
anxious,  to  provide  in  any  manner  deemed  best 
for  those  who  are  disabled  by  the  injuries  re- 
ceived  in  service  from  providing  for  tht-mselves. 
But  he  wished  lo  hear  the  reasons  why  Congress 
should  depart  from  the  old  method,  and,  as  be 
thought,  the  best  method,  of  providiQg  for  such 
persons  (by  pensions)  the  means  of  support  at 
their  own  homes,  in  order  to  collect  them  in  a 
body  as  was  now  proposed,  though  di.sabled  from 
performing  active  duty.  Such  a  system  might 
suit  countries,  the  Governments  of  which  dare 
not  trust  the  people  with  arms  in  their  hands; 
those  countries  which  required  the  continual 
pre^ence  of  military  power,  and  where  there  were 
always  some  duties  for  men  in  military  array  to 
perform,  which  invalids  could  execute  as  well  a:s 
others.  But  here,  where  no  such  necessity  ex- 
isted, he  thought  it  would  be  more  charitable  and 
profitable,  in  every  point  ol  view,  lo  pursue  a 
different  course,  and  adhere  to  the  old  system  of 
affording  to  disabled  soldiers  the  means  of  sup- 
port by  moderate  pensions. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  pointed  out  the 
features  of  the  bill  which  described  the  duties  and 
character  to  be  attached  to  this  corps.  The  per- 
sons composing  it  were  not  to  be  entitled  to  pro- 
motion, and  were  to  be  employed  in  garrison 
duty,  or  such  stationary  service  as  the  President 
should  direct,  to  which  they  would  be  nearly  as 
competent  as  able-bodied  men.  It  was  not  pro- 
posed to  substitute  this  bill  for  the  invalid  pension 
system.  The  two  systems  might  well  exist  to- 
gether. Those  who  did  not  choose  to  enter  this 
corps  would,  as  at  present,  be  entitled  to  pensions, 
which  must  be  relinquished  by  those  who  enter 
into  this  service.  The  disabled  soldier  will  have 
the  option  of  the  one  or  the  other.  As  to  the 
comparison  between  the  proposed  esiabli.shments 
and  the  institutions  of  Europe.  Mr.  J.  said  the 
supposed  similarity  did  not  exist,  because  the 
power  of  the  Sovereign  there  depends  on  his 
troops,  differing  widely  from  our  situatii^n.  In 
the  old  countries  they  have  hospitals  of  invalids, 
who  perform  no  duty  whatever.  The  corps  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  was  of  a  mixed  character. 
Whilst  they  were  supported  by  tneir  country  in 
comfort,  they  would  requite  its  generosity  by 
corresponding   services.     The  support   they  re- 
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lieive  will  merely  be  a  compensation  for  serriees 
ftendered.     l^he  bill,  therefore,  is  more  of  a  mili- 
tary than  cl>;iritable  character,  and  is  not  meant 
»s  a  substitufe  for  the  pension  system. 

Mr.  WiLDv;  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 

!^he  object  o\   which  was  to  afford  the  benefit  of 

.ts  provisions  to  5uch  of  the  militia  of  the  United 

^States  as  have  actually  served  in  war,  and   who 

jiave  incurred  Usability  by  wounds  or  diseases 

.Contracted  iKiring  their   term   of  service.     This 

notion  he  supported   by  arguments  drawn  from 

^he  merits  of  the  militia   thus  disabled,  and  the 

FiDJusiice  of  making  a  discrimination  in  favor  of 

y.egulars. 

Thisamei;Jment  was  apjreed  to. 
The  Comrijittee  of  the  Whole  rose  and  reported 
he  bill  to  th;  House.  No  opposition  was  made 
\o  any  of  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  except  the 
5  ine  last  meotioned,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
HcGCR.  whojdrew  a  diitinction  between  the  reg- 
ulars and  mditia,  whom,  he  said,  he  had  rather 
*-Jee  provided  for  in  any  other  wav.  The  amend- 
■^ent  was  defended  by  Mr.  Wilde  and  Mr. 
•  ioHNSON.  an  I  was  agreed  to. 
Tf  On  the  question  whether  the  bill  should  pass 
»^o  a  third  reading. 

W   Mr.  CoN?|LR  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  rise  on 
|his  occasioi*.     He  coincided  with  the  sentiments 
•^i  the  gentleman  irom  South  Carolina,  that  the 
i'nmeiidment    proposed    by    the    gentleman    from 
f VJeorgia  was  an    improper  amendment;   that  its 
i'ffect  was  to  mix  corps  which  should  be  kept  dis- 
pjncr,  ordestrpy  \\\z\. esprit  du  corps  which  should 
v^ver  prevail  in  an  army.     However,  as  the  evil 
^ffects  of  the  amendment  in  operation  might  not 
ye  very   great,  he  would    vote  for  the  bill   in  its 
^present  shape  rather   than   it  should    not    pass. 
'jjAr.  C.  said,  iie  believed  the  passage  of  that  bill 
'(depended  on  .whether  motives  of  humanity,  poli- 
.  ^y,  and  jusiitie,  should   prevail  over  those  of  a 
|"'^erely    pecutoiary   nature,  and    he   trusted    that 
)Miat  point  wiiuld  not  for  a  moment  remain  doubt- 
|rul  in  this  honorable  body.     It  was  humane,  and 
f|oincident  with  the  dictates  of  the  wisest  policy, 
ijbat  hospitalt.  be  erected  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
l^peratious  ol'  armies,  for   the   reception  of  the 
."pounded.      Certainly   the   same    humanity   and 
,  jfisdom  dictated  that  corps  of  invalids  or  hospi- 
Tlftls  for  invalids  be  organized  for  the  protection  of 
i0ose  brave  liaen  who  had  been  crippled  in  their 
Country's  service. and  who  have  thus  been  disabled 
tjrom  applicalion,  or  procuring  the  means  of  sup- 
Mfort.     In  hi^  opinion  the  Government  would  be 
.qually  censjirable  for  the  neglect  of  the  one  as 
i  General  w./uld  be  for  the  wanton  abandonment 
v,f  the  other.     This  bill,  while  it  provided  for  that 
ohject,  woulJ  have  the  further  highly  beneficial 
effect  of  ren-.lering  disposable,  for  active  opera- 
jions  in   the, field,  a  force  of  nearly  the  amount 
fontemplate4  by  the  bill,  which  would  otherwise 
H)e  empluyediin  garrison  duty.     A  variety  of  con- 
•tideratiuns  ipight   be  urged   which   would  go  to 
'Jemunsiraie'ihat  this  subject  is  intimately  con- 
rnecied  with^he  interests  of  the  Army,  with  cre- 
ating a  m  irt'al  spirit,  and  affording  inducements 
^aad  means  o(a  rapid  augmentationof  our  Military 
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Establishment  in  timesof  danger  and  emergency. 
The  Duke  of  Sully  had  recorded,  as  one  of  the 
finest  strokes  of  policy,  and  as  one  of  the  greatest 
evidences  of  the  masterly  mind  and  benevolent 
heart  of  Henry  IV.  his  establishment  of  a  hos- 
pital for  invalids.     But  Mr.  C.  forbore  from  urg- 
ing such  considerations,  because  he  apprehended 
that  arguments  which   had  for  their  object  the 
interest,  or  tended  to  demonstrate  the  efficiency 
of  regular  armies,  would  have  but  little  weight 
with  the  honorable  body  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber.    Last  Winter,  indeed,  when  danger  was  im- 
minent, when  the  Constitution  was  tottering  on 
its   base,  when   the   great  central    power  which 
holds  together  these  federative  bodies  was  so  far 
weakened,  that  there  was  danger  and  expectation 
of  some  of  them  being  hurled  from  their  respect- 
ive orbits,  it  was  considered  that  the  national  arm 
should  be  invigorated  ;  that  militia  was  inefficient 
but  for  the  purpose  of  internal  defence;  that  we 
should   have  system  and   organization  ;   that  in 
peace  we  should  be  prepared  for  war.    Such,  said 
Mr.  C,  were  popular  sentiments  in  that  honora- 
ble body  when  the  storm  was  at  its  height.     But 
suddenly  it  was  hushed;  there  was  a  calm;  all 
apprehension  of  danger  or  disquiet  had  vanished; 
there  were  to   be  no  more  "  wars  or    rumors  of 
wars;"   eternal     sunshine    was    seen    to   gleam 
through  the  vista  of  futurity.     He  confessed  that 
he  was  not  a  convert  to  the  faith  of  this  political 
millenium.     He  saw  it  not  in  our  extended  do- 
main, which  embraced   every  clime,  nor  in   our 
rich  commerce,  which  covered  every  sea.  and  ex- 
cited  the  jealousy  and  cupidity  of  modern  Eu- 
rope.    And  he  thought  he  discovered  more  than 
'•a  speck  of  war"  when  he  beheld  a  nation,  pow- 
erful in  finance  and  in  arms,  a  natural  rival,  with 
strong  incentives  to  hostility,  and  wedded  to  war 
hanging  like  a  dark  and  threatening  cloud  on  our 
North  and  West.    In  short,  his  limited  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  and  the  annals  cf  past  times 
led  him  to  conclude,  that  with  brighter  auspices, 
indeed  with  lowering  auspices,  we  were  destined 
to  the  same  collisions  as  other  nations,  to  contests 
protracted  and  severe.     But  whatever  might  be 
the  views  of  that  honorable  body  as  to  the  policy 
of  this  measure,  either  as  it  regarded  the  Army 
or  the  general  interests  of  the  country,  he  hoped 
at  least  that  justice  would  prevail.     He  hoped  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill  that  they  would  bind  up 
the  soldier's  wounds.     That  honorable  jjentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (pointing  to  Colonel  Johnson,) 
who  had   received   severe  wounds  while  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  well  knew,  that  although 
to  the  soldier's  mind  death  is  divested  of  his  ter- 
rors  in   the  field,   yet  the  reflection  of  being  a 
maimed  and  crippled  object,  wiihoin  the  means 
of  application  or  support,  unhonored,  forgot,  or 
known  only  as  an  object  of  contumely,  that  calls 
lorih  indignation  or  affected  pity,  that  excites  dis- 
gust, was  a  terrible  consideration.     The  noblest 
leelings  of  the  heart  are   trampled  on;  wounds, 
which  should  be  badges  of  honor,  become  monu- 
ments of  disgrace.     Let  us,  said  Mr.  C,  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  divest  the  mind  of  such  ha- 
miliaiing  fears,  and  inspire  the  defender  of  his 
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country's  rights  while  encountering  disease,  hard 
ship,  and  danger  in  the  field,  with  this  consoling  i 
a«urance,  that,  if  killed,  he  would  receive  the 
benediction  of  his  God ;  if  wounded,  he  would  be 
cheered  with  the  smiles  of  his  Government  and 
country. 

The   bill  was  ordered   to  be  engrossed  for  a 

third  reading. 


Friday,  December  29. 
Another    member,    to    wit  :    from    Maryland, 
Alexander  C.  Hanson,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
tha't  the  fractional  sections  of  public  land  in  that 
Territory  may  be  subdivided. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  the  officers  and  men  who  served  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Nixon  and  Major  Hinds  may 
receive  payment  for  their  services. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Arrangements  of  Militia  Ex- 
penses incurred  by  States  without  authority  of 
the  General  Government. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  another  petition 
of  the  Legislature  aforesaid,  praying  that  the  said 
Territory  may  be  erected  into  a  State  govern- 
ment, and  that  such  State  may  be  admitted  into 
the  Union.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  psesented  another  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  aforesaid,  praying 
that  such  inhabitants  of  their  Territory  as  may 
have  suffered  losses  by  the  hostile  Indians,  may  be 
remunerated  by  grants  of  land  out  of  the  tracts 
lately  ceded  to  the  United  Stales  by  the  said  In- 
dians.— Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  14ih  instant,  on  a  similar  petition  from  the 
said  Legislature. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Morris- 
sett,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr,  Y.  reported  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Stanford,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  revise  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  made 
a  report,  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BiRDSALL.  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Henry  Fanning,  by  leaveof  the 
House  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fan- 
ning; which  was  read  twice,  and  commuted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  innrm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  late 
war,  and  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  fur  the 
time  being."  was  read  the  third  time,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Throop,  the  Committee  on 
Peusionsaiid  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  rate  of  pensions  to  officers  and  soldiers  disa- 
bled in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during 


the  late  war  with  Great  Britain;  and  also  into 

the  expediency  of  amending  the  law  relative  to 
the  proof  required   from  officers  and  privates  in 
the  militia  to  establish  their  claims  to  a  pension. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Parhis,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  equi- 
table liquidation  of  all  claims  for  wages  due  the 
estates  of  such  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and   privates,  as  have  died  while   in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
upon  the  best  evidence  it  may  be  in  the  power  of 
the  person  or  persons  making  applicatiou  there- 
for, considering  the  nature  of  the  claims  respec- 
tively, to  produce. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  lor  enlarging  the  time  for  ascertain- 
ing transfers  and  changes  of  property  affected  by 
the  act  for  laying  a  direct  tax,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  as  also  was  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Markle,  giving  him 
permission  to  change  his  entry  of  a  purchase  of 
public  lands. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  adverting  to  the  decision  of  the 
House  the  other  day  against  his  motion  for  in- 
quiring into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  said  he  hoped  he  should  be 
more  fortunate  iu  another  attempt  to  favor  those 
disposed  to  settle  and  cultivate  the  public  lands. 
The  Government  had  just  issued  a  proclamation 
for  driving  from  the  public  land  those  who  had 
actually  settled  on  it.  This  was  doubtless  an  un- 
pleasant task  to  the  Government,  but  it  appeared 
that  it  had  been  thought  a  just  policy.  He  now 
wished  to  give  an  opportunity  to  every  man  who 
wanted  land  to  purchase  ground  enough  to  settle 
on.  With  this  view  he  moved  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Ltnds  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  sub-divid- 
ing quarter  sections  of  land  offered  for  sale,  and  also 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  greater  discount  for 
the  prompt  payment  of  the  purchase  money. 

The  question  to  agree  to  this  proposed  resolu- 
tion was  decided  in  the  negative,  53  to  40. 

PETITION  OF  ANDREW  MONTGOMERY. 

A  report  on  the  petition  of  Andrew  Montgom- 
ery, of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  an  officer  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Slates,  who  prayed 
compen>ation  for  a  slave  of  his  own  who  attend- 
ed hitn  as  a  servant,  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Yan- 
cey, from  the  Committee  of  Claims.  The  report 
was  read,  and  was  found  to  recommend  a  rejec- 
tion of  the  claim. 

On  the  question  that  the  House  do  concur  it 
the  resolution  of  the  committee. 

.Mr.  Wright  rose,  and,  after  giving  it  as  his 
opinion  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  reject  the  claim, 
moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  should 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Yancey  said,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
refer  It  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
moved  to  that  effect;  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Y.  then,  adverting  to  what  had  fallen  from 
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r.  WRiGHT,!said  ihai  no  difference  in  the  color 
men  engajjed  as  servanls  could  operate  to  ex- 
ude ihe  claon  of  compensation  ;  but  there  was 
ifierence  between  nfree  man  and  a  slave  taken 
^  an  attendant  on  an  officer.     The  object  of  the 
H'UtioQ  was  It)  obtain  coiapensation  for  the  value 
jj'lhe  slave.    ^,If  an  officer,  being  allowed  a  waiter, 
jets  a  freeman  to  attend  him.  and  that  freeman 
Ijere  killed  ur  disabled,  would  it  enter  into  the 
'^otenaplatioii  of  Congress,  or  of  any  man,  lo  pay 
he  value  of  'hat  freeman  ?     Wages  were  regu- 
irly  allowed tfor  the  services  of  such  attendant?. 
|ul  this  petiiion  a>ks  for  the  wages  for  those  ser- 
^ees,and  compensation  for  the  value  of  the  negro 
ijjso.     He   copsidered   the  report  as   founded  on 
hst  principle*,  and  it  would  be  confirmed. 
J  Mr.  Whioht  entered  at  large  into  the  discus- 
;Jon  of  the  case.     It  being  considered  degrading 
i^d    humiliating  to    military   officers    to   do  the 
linudgery  of  i-ervitude  about  their  persons,  it  bad 
.^•en  the  cust -m  to  allow  them  to  take  such  a  ser- 
.•^nt  out  of  ih^'  ranks  ;  in  which  situation,  the  man 
i«|as  as  much  tiposed  as  if  he  were  a  soldier.    His 
vt)t  being  obliged  to  fight  was  no  shield  to  him. 
%Dd  if  the  cdficer,  by  substituting  a  slave  of  his 
^n,  gave  a  njan  to  the  service,  it  was  unjust  that 
nS  should  su&er  the  loss  of  so  much  property  by 
^e  slave's  faijing  in  the  course  of  his  duty.    Had 
^e  servant  btven  a  freeman,  his  representatives  or 
flatives  would   be  allowed    compensation  ;  and 
tfhy  should  li^ot  the  owner  of  a  slave  lost  in  the 
.^me  way  ?     ^r.  VV.  disavowed  any  expectation 
iat  the  petitioner  should  be  allowed  the  whole 
i^lue  of  the  slave;  but,  that  he  ought  lo  have 
,^me  part  of  |t,  was  in  his  opinion  undeniable. 
>.  Mr.   ReynvLds,  of  Tennessee,    reminded    the 
^ouse  that  iliey  had  just  passed  a  bill  to  compen- 
$ie  owners  ipt  losses  sustained  in  horses,  mules, 
;|ten,  boats,  aiid  every  kind  of  property  ;  and  yet 
Rjcommiiiee  .now  told  them  that  they  ought  to 
vakean  excejptionof  this  case.on  no  other  grounds 
iiaa  the  pro|jeriy  lost  being  the  slave  of  the  offi- 
%.ter.     He  insisted  that  it  was  no  less  incumbent 
kiji  the  Housed  to  pay  for  this  than  for  a  cart  or  a 
Iforse,  unless  jt  could  be  shown  that  a  law  existed 
f^claring  that  loss  of  slaves  should  not  be  entitled 

E  compensation. 
Mr.  YANcrjY  again  spoke,  and  was  answered 
Mr.  Whucit. 
^t  Mr.  PicKEiii.sQ  put  this  question  :  If  a  white 
.ifan  were  hiyed  and  killed,  would  they  pay  bis 
lAidow  the  price  of  a  man?     He   belteveJ  not. 
*^8  to  compel  sation  to  the  wounded  and  maimed, 
f^r.  P.  observed  they  were  granted,  not  because 
e  men  werr  wounded  or  maimed,  but  because 
ey  were  rendered  thereby  incapable  of  support- 
ijig  ihemselvis;  for,  if  they  were  killed,  they  got 
ijthing.  t 

Mr.  HuGEi{  thought  it  important  that  the  prin- 
ple  involve^]  in  this  case  should  be  settled,  and 
ijjerefore  sug.irested  that  the  resolution  .should  lie 

hat  gentlemen  might  revolve 
was  therefore  proposed  to 
^t  it  lie  till  Tuesday,  but  refused. 
r  Mr.  H.  ihep  proceeded  to  observe,  that  he  did 
yOi  so  much  Regard  the  interest  of  the  owners  as 


h 


»»erelore  sug.-ested  tnj 
n  the  table,  iQ  order  thi 
\l  in  their  rmnds.     It 
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of  the  public,  in  what  he  was  suggesting.  With 
a  view  to  the  future,  it  was  impolitic  to  discour- 
age officers  of  the  Southern  States  from  bringing 
their  own  servants  along  with  them  into  the  field. 
The  House  should  recollect,  that,  if  a  white  man 
be  employed  as  a  servant,  it  detracts  so  much 
from  the  military  force— it  by  so  much  lessens 
the  army — and  that  it  is  besides  a  great  advan- 
tage to  have  the  slave  brought,  because  he  is 
had  at  a  less  expense.  But  no  officer,  he  said, 
would  venture  his  property  in  that  way.  if  com- 
pensation be  refused  in  this  instance.  For.  if  the 
slave  be  left  at  home,  he  is  »ure  to  bring  lo  a 
handsome  revenue  to  his  owner,  without  any  other 
than  the  ordinary  risks  of  his  life. 

The  question  of  concurrence  was  put,  and  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

AD.MIS8I0N  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  Latti.more,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  6th  instant  on  a  petition  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
Territory  respecting  a  census,  made  a  detailed 
report,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  L.  reported  a 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississsppi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  coD!;tiiutiou  and  Stale  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  Slate  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original 
Stales;  which  was  read  twice,  and  cummilled  to 
a  Comraiiiee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

By  the  articles  of  ■greement  and  cecMon  between 
the  L'nited  Slates  and  the  blate  of  (ioorgia,  it  la  provuJed 
"that  the  territory  thus  ceded  [now  MiMissippi  Ter- 
ritory] shall  form  a  Slate,  and  be  admitted  iw  such  into 
the  Union,  as  soon  as  it  shall  contain  sixty  thousand 
free  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earlier  period,  if  Cungresa 
shall  think  it  expedient,  on  the  same  conditions  and 
restrictions,  with  the  same  privileges,  and  in  the  same 
manner,  ax  is  provided  in  the  ordinance  of  Congress 
of  the  13lb  of  July,  1787,  for  the  government  of  the 
Western  Territory  of  the  L'nited  States;  which  ordi- 
nance shall,  in  all  its  paxU,  extend  to  the  territory 
contained  in  the  present  act  of  cession,  that  article 
only  excepted  which  forbids  slavery." 

The  memorialists,  after  stating  the  number  of  persons 
taken  under  the  last  general  census,  which  was  forty 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  all  descnp- 
tions,  and  adverting  to  the  accession  of  population 
produced  by  the  annexation  of  a  part  of  West  Florida, 
and  by  subsequent  emigrationo,  conclude  that  the  Ter- 
ritory contained  at  that  tune  (December,  1814)  the 
number  required  by  the  agreement  referred  to  above  to 
entitle  it  to  admission  on  an  tqual  footing  with  the 
original  States.  As  thu,  however,  was  a  matter  of 
conjecture  and  uncertainty,  they  sohcit  admission  m 
an  act  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Yoar  committee  possess  no  means  of  forming  any- 
thing like  a  satisfactory  estimate  of  the  present  popu- 
lation of  the  Territory  in  question ;  but  they  conceive 
thst,  unless  it  be  the  determination  of  Congress  to  de- 
fer Its  admission  until  it  can  be  claimed  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  compact  with  Georgia,  there  is  no  good 
reason  for  a  further  delay  on  the  score  of  a  deficiency 
of  numbers,  as  such  deficiency,  if  not  now  questiona- 
ble, will  not  probably  much  longer  exist.  Without 
taking  into  coasideration  the  recent  settlers,  who  are 
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robject  to  the  late  proclamation  under  the  "  act  to  pre- 
vent settlement  being  made,"  &c..  the  presumption  is 
not  unreasonable  that,  if  any  considerable  part  of  the 
lands  obtained  from  the  Creeks  be  prepared  for  a  legal 
settlement  within  the  time  contemplated,  the  Territory 
will  contain  more  than  the  number  required  before  it 
can  be  finally  erected  into  a  State. 

It  is  known  to  your  committee  that  the  consent  of 
Georgia  to  a  division  of  this  Territory  has  been  asked, 
and  obtained  ;  and,  should  it  be  divided  before  it  is 
admitted,  the  admission  of  either  part  would,  from  a 
want  of  numbers,  be  subject  to  additional  objection 
and  further  delay.  But  doubts  may  be  entertained 
whether  the  Territory  can,  with  strict  propriety,  be 
divided  without  the  consent  of  its  inhabitants,  as  well 
as  that  of  Georgia  and  of  the  United  Sutes.  Although 
the  people  of  the  Territory  had  no  agency  in  the  agree- 
ment above  granted  they  were  the  object  of  it,  and  as 
such  became  a  third  party  to  it,  and  vested  by  it  of  a 
right  which  is  explicitly  defined.  This  agreement  pro- 
vides "that  the  Territory  thus  ceded  shall  form  a 
Sute,  [not  one  or  more  Sutes,]  and  shall  be  admitted 
as  such  into  the  Union,  ss  soon  as  it  shall  contain 
sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants."  If,  then,  admission 
shall  be  deferred  in  consequence  of  division,  the  ex- 
pecUlion  of  the  inhabitanU  will  be  disappointed,  and 
their  right  impaired.  It  is  chiefly  to  avoid  such  a  re- 
sult that  your  committee  have  declined  recommending 
a  division  of  the  Territory,  which  otherwise  might  be 
expedient  to  lessen  the  inconveniences  which,  with  or 
without  division,  the  local  Government  will,  for  a  long 
time  at  least,  have  to  sustain. 

In  relation  to  the  simple  question  of  admission,  as 
presented  by  the  memorialists,  precedents  are  not 
wanting,  either  to  encourage  their  application  or  to 
grant  their  request.  The  State  of  Ohio  was  admitted 
before  it  possessed  the  number  which  the  ordinance 
required,  and  Louisiana  did  not  come  in,  as  to  time  or 
numbers,  in  virtue  of  a  strict  und  insuperable  claim. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  .Mississippi  Territory  may 
contain  at  this  time  a  greater  population  than  either 
of  these  States  did  when  they  were  admitted  ;  and  it 
IB  believed  that  its  state  of  political  minority  and  pro- 
bation has  been  of  longer  duration  than  that  of  any  of 
the  adopted  States.  If,  then,  after  fifteen  years  of  re- 
straint, the  people  of  this  country  should  evince  even 
an  impatient  desire  for  enlargement,  it  is  but  just  to 
ascribe  it  to  that  sense  of  independence  which  is  com- 
mon to  the  nation,  and  which  should  be  rather  encour- 
aged than  depressed.  It  is  a  policy  worthv  of  a  Gov- 
ernment which  IS  constituted  and  maintained  by  the 
pubhc  will  to  foster  throughout  the  Union  those  feel- 
ings which  give  energy  to  the  national  character,  and 
to  extend  to  every  portion  of  it  those  righu  which  con- 
duce to  the  general  good.  Nor  could  a  period  more 
propitious  to  these  ends  be  selected  than  the  present, 
when  all  American  citizens  have  new  cause  to  approve 
of  their  principles,  to  confide  in  their  institutions,  and 
to  be  proud  of  their  name. 

So  far  your  committee  have  considered  this  subject 
as  though  an  immediate  admission  of  the  Territory 
were  desired  by  all  of  its  inhabiUnts ;  but  they  are 
not  prepared  to  say  that  such  is  the  fact  While  it  is 
true  that  such  admission  has  been  repeatedly  tohcited 
for  a  succession  of  years,  it  is  also  true  that,  about  four 
years  ago,  a  small  minority  of  the  reprewintative 
branch  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  protested  against 
It,  and  that,  about  a  year  thereafter,  a  considerable 
number  of  the  people   themselves  petitioned   that  all 
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proceedings  in  Congress  on  the  subject  might  be  post- 
poned.     It  was  on   these  two  occasions  only,  as  your 
!  committee   believe,  that  any  indisposition  to  a  State 
i  government  has  been  expressed  to  the  National  Legis- 
j  lature  by  any  of  the  people  of  the  Territory,  or  of  their 
representatives  in  their  behalf.     Nor  is  it  understood 
[  or  beheved  that  the  reluctance  manifested  by  a  portion 
1  of  these  people  arose  from  a  want  of  a  due  and  equal 
'  appreciation  of  the  righu  and  advantages  of  an  inde- 
pendent  State.     The  causes   of  opposition,  so  far  as 
any  opposition  has  been  shown,  seem  to  have  been,  in 
part,  an  unwillingness  to  incur  additional  expense  in 
supporting  a  State  Government  while  under  a  peculiar 
pressure  from  the  war;  but  chiefly  an  apprehension 
that  a  State  Government,  with  its  inseparable  appen- 
dage, a  federal   district  court,  would  be  immediately 
followed  by  a  great  number  of  expensive  and  danger- 
ous, if  not  ruinous,    lawsuits  for  lands,  which  would 
grow  out  of  (what  are  called)  the   Yazoo  and  British 
claims.     The  war,  however,  is  now  at  an  end,  and  the 
Yazoo  claims  may  be  considered  as  quieted ;  but  the 
British  claims  still  exist,  and  constitute  the  subject  of 
several  petitions  now  before  Congress,  on  which  it  is 
not  the  province  of  your  committee  to  speak. 

The  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  east  of  Pearl 
nver,  in  the  same  Territory,  which  also  have  been  re- 
ferred to  your  committee  as  having  relation  to  the 
question  which  has  been  considered,  state  that  the 
eastern  parts  of  said  Territory  have  not  an  equal  share 
of  representation  with  the  western  in  the  Territorial 
Legislature  ;  suggest  an  apprehension  that  such  ine- 
quality may  continue  under  a  State  Government;  and 
pray  that  provision  may  be  made  for  taking  a  census 
of  the  people  of  the  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing lo  all  a  representation  according  lo  numbers  and 
equal  rights.  If  the  interposition  of  Congress  be  ne- 
cessary to  eflect  what  the  petitioners  seem  to  have 
principally  in  view,  namely,  a  fair  represenUtion  in 
the  convention  which  will  be  elected  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, some  general  provision  to  this  end  will  prop- 
erly belong  to  the  act  authorizing  the  convention  lo 
be  chosen  ;  and  should  it  nevertheless  afterwards  ap- 
pear to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress  that  any  part  of 
the  Territory  has  not  had  its  due  proportion  of  repre- 
sentation in  such  convention,  they  will  no  doubt  use 
the  corrective  which  they  possess,  in  rejecting  the  con- 
stitution which  may  be  formed. 

Upon  a  full  view  of  the  whole  subject  which  has 
been  referred  to  the  consideration  of  your  committee, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  to  admit  the 
Mississippi  Territory  into  the  Union  as  prayed  for  by 
the  memorialists,  and  have  prepared  a  bill  for  this  pur- 
pose, which  they  ask  leave  to  report. 

MILITARY  ACADEMIES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  ihe  bill  for  establishing  three  addi- 
tional Military  Academies. 

Mr.  Campbell  proposed  to  change  the  location 
of  the  Southern  Academy  from  Mount  Dear- 
born to  Columbia,  on  account  of  the  superior  ad- 
vantages of  that  place  over  Mount  Dearborn,  and 
the  eligibility  of  its  situation  for  such  an  institu* 
tion. 

Mr.  PicKENB  was  in  favor  of  a  more  upland 
site  than  either  of  those  mentioned,  and  gave  a 
decided  preference  of  the  two  to  .Mount  Dearborn 
over  Columbia.  He  proposed  a  point  in  Bun- 
combe county. 
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OF  R,        ;  Commerce  with  Gnat  Britain. 

•  ;^Some  furtr.T  debate  look  place  on  this  motion, 

*  ich  was  strenuously  advocated  by  Mr.  Chap 
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LL.   and    of»posed    by   Mr.   Pickens   and   Mr 

hCLBCBT. 

{'The  motioD  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 
I- Mr.  Picke:x3  then  moved  to  substitute  "  Ash- 
iHle,  m  Buncombe  county.  North  Canlina,"  in 
|,^u   of    "Mount   Dearborn.    South    Carolina;" 

vhich  motioi;  was  also  negatived  by  a  considera- 

i^e  majority., 

*Mr.  BuRN8->DE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 

ft  establi^h    nn    academy   at  Carlisle,  Pennsyl- 

,;inia,  in  addition  to  the  three  named  in  the  bill. 

!fe  thought  it  due  to  the  extent  and  population 
vi*  Pennsylvania,  to  establish  one  in  that  State  ; 
ii^id  Carlisle,  rie  said,  was  peculiarly  fitted  for  the 

kcation  of  a  ;vlili«ary  Academy,  by  its  salubrity, 

)he  military  Establishment  of  the  United    Stales 

Jflready  there',  &c. 

^  This  motir'.n  was  also   negatived    by  a  large 

i4ajority.       5 

iMr.  Pickets  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so 
.  to  limit  tht  number  of  additional  academies  to  j 

"Jvo.  one  witKin  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  one 

,t  Ashville.  in  Buncombe  county,  the  advantages 

jf  which  siti)atiO!i  he  explained  to  tht*  House. 

:  This  motii^n  w.is  opposed  by  Mr.   Johnson  of 

"  entucky.    jWhrn  he  concluded — 
On  moiionW  Mr.  Pickens,  the  Committee  rose, 

|;eported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

COMMEJRCE  WITH  GRE.\T  BRITAIN. 
If  Mr.  FoRs^-TH.  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
lilelations,  rcjiortcd  the  following  bill : 
^K  bill  to  rcgufeitc  the  commerce  between  the  territo- 
f  ries  of  the  Vnited  States  and  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
\  jesty,  accoT^ling   to  the  Convention   conclmled  the 
third  day  o;  July,  1815. 

Be  it  enactid,  Src,    That  the  same   duties  be,  and 
^e  same  are  hereby,  imposed  on  articles  of  the  growth, 
jyoduce,  or  njanufacture,  of  His    Britannic  Majesty's 
(erritories  in  llurope,  imported  into  the  United  States 
;n    British  ve^rsels,  as  are  or  shall  be   imposed  on  the 
J  Importation  ct'the  like  articles  in  American  vessels. 
y    Sec.  2.    A^:d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  same 
f^onnage  and  other  duties  and  charges  arc  hereby  im- 
'.  t)OBed  on   Brttish   vessels,  in  any  ports  of  the   United 
tf^tatfs,  as  are; or  may  be  payable  in  the  same  ports  by 
J  vessels  of  thi    United    States,    except    such    British 
Ijiesscls  as  shsjl  come  from  the  East  or  West  Indies  or  j 
>]ihe  dominioits  of   His    Britannic   Majesty  in  North  ; 
l^America.        '  ' 

■  ::  Str.  3.  A/id  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  same 
^^ounty  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  any  ar-  1 
xicle,  the  groK\th,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  Uni-  i 
-ted  States,  h  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  | 
J^urope,  whcji  such  eiportation  shall  be  in  British  ves-  j 
aels,  as  are.  ^  may  be  allowed,  when  such  exportation  : 
IS  or  may  be'Sn  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  Aid  f)e  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  , 
where  drawbacks  are  or  may  be  allowed  on  the  re-ex-  | 
V  JMjrtation  of  *ny  goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu-  j 

i^ure  of  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  the  , 
»*ame  drawbhcks  bhall  be  allowed  on  such  re-exporta- 
•uilion,  wher»  the  original  importation  of  the  same  may 
^bave  been  in' British  vessels,  as  are  or  may  be  allowed 
^on  such  re-exportation  where  the  original  importation 
vimay  have  befn  in  vessels  of  the  United  Slates. 
1^  '^ 


Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  each  and  every  act  of  Congress  as  is  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act  be,  and  the  same  ib 
hereby,  repealed. 

S«c.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  3d  day  of  July,  1819, 
and  n*  longer. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  House  adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  Tue^- 
day  next. 
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Tuesday,  January  2,  1816. 

Mr.  Parris  presented  a  petition  of  a  committee 
on  behalf  of  the  non-commissioned  oflScers  and 
soldiers  of  the  21st  regiment  of  infantry,  of  the 
United  States,  praying  that  they  may  have  the 
privilege  of  locating  the  land  to  which  they,  and 
those  who  may  have  left  the  said  regiment,  are 
entitled,  in  one  entire  body.— Referred  to  the 
Commitue  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusett.s, presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  in  the  town  of  Brunswick,  and  District  of 
Maine.  pruyiDg  that  the  importation  of  all  cotton 
good'-  from  India  may  be  prohibited,  and  that  ad- 
ditional duties  may  be  imposed  on  cotton  goods 
imported  from  other  countries;  also,  that  the 
importation  of  coar>e  woollen  goods  may  be  pro- 
hibited. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
1  sundry  manufacturing  es(ablishment>on  the  Bran- 
I  dy  wine  river  and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State  of  Del- 
\  aware.in  behalfof  themselves andothers  interested 
I  in  similar  establishments. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  petition  of  Allen 
McLane.  one  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army,  praying  that  the  half  pay  for  life, 
which  was  solemnly  promised  to  him  by  the 
Congress  of  1780,  may  now  be  granted  to  him, 
sub^tantially,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  the 
reduction  of  that  army.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  members 
o!  a  masonic  society  in  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  under  the  name  of  the  Alexandria 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  22,  praying  that  they 
may  be  authorized,  by  lottery,  to  raise  a  sum  of 
money,  to  be  applied  to  the  building  of  a  house 
for  the  use  of  a  public  museum. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  David 
Porter,  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  navigating,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  waters  of  the  District  of  Columbia  with  ves- 
sels built  on  his  plan,  and  worked  by  animal 
po^er._Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia- 
Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Commissioners  of  the  town  of 
Mobile,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House  as  lol- 
lows  : 


Ri'solced,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Stevenson  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  praying  that 
certain  evils  existing  in  the  judicial  system  of 
the  said  Territory  may  be  remedied. and  that  they 
may  be  empowered  in  future  to  pa^s  laws  regu- 
latinir  the  courts  of  said  Territory. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Robebtson  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  James  Home,  and  Joshua  Home,  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Wright  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
arrangement  of  the  militia  expenses  incurred  by 
States  without  the  sanction  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  militia,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tues- 
day next. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  James  Jewett.  reported  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  discharge  of  James  Jewett  from 
his  imprisonment,  wliich  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating  such 
particulars  as  are  known  to  the  Department  of 
State  concerning  the  publication  of  a  new  edition 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  26th  ultimo,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engro.ssed  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Markin."  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enlarge 
the  time  for  ascertaining  the  annual  transfers  and 
changes  of  property  subject  to  the  direct  tax.  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MILITARY  ACADE.MIES. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  establishing  three  additional 
Military  Academies. 

The  amendment  on  the  table  at  the  former  sit- 
ting on  this  subject,  (viz  :  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pick- 
ens to  limit  the  increase  to  two  academies,  one 
within  the  District  of  Columbia  and  one  at  Ash- 
ville, Buncombe  county.  North  Carolina,)  was 
taken  up.  and  rejected. 

Mr.  Wilde  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  establish  one  additional  academy  only,  and 
that  one  wiihin  the  District  of  Columbia.  This 
motion  he  supported  by  arguments  going  to  show 
the  expediency  of  such  an  institution  being  as 
much  as  possible  of  a  national  character,  and  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  Government.  His  object  was 
not  to  diminish  the  number  of  cadets,  but  to  give 
to  the  institution  of  the  Military  Academies,  as 
far  as  possible,  a  national  character,  which,  he 
thought,  would  be  assisted  by  depriving  them  of 
locator  sectional  features,  Jtc. 

Mr.  Pickering  was  in  favor  of  so  much  of  the 


proposed  amendment  as  went  to  limit  the  number 
of  additional  academies  to  one,  but  opposed  to 
the  location  of  that  one  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. He  preferred  that  it  should  be  located  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  a  point  which  he  appeared  to 
consider  as  invested  with  great  advantages,  from 
its  being  already  the  site  of  an  armory,  from  its 
situation  being  very  healthy,  and  in  the  midst  of 
a  country  fertile  in  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Mr.  Shekfey  required  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  place  the  question  simply  before  the 
House,  whether  the  additional  number  of  acade- 
mies should  be  one  or  three. 

Mr.  CcTHBERT  said  he  was  in  favor  of  both 
branches  of  the  amendment  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Wilde.)     War,  he 
said,  was  a  subject  which  came  within  the  direc- 
tion of  the   General  Government  only,   having 
relation  exclusively  to  foreign  Powers.     Unques- 
tionably,   therefore,    the    preparations    for    war, 
whether  of  one  kind  or  another,  whether  relating 
to  military  education  or  the  collection  of  the  mu- 
nitions of  war,  should  be  exclusively  under  the 
control  of  the  General  Government,  and  have  no 
relation  to  the  States.     It  should  be  an  object  to 
prevent  the  military  system  from   havinj;  any- 
thing in  it  peculiar  to  the  States,  and  to  make  it 
purely  national.     What  would  produce  this  most 
effectually  in  regard  to  the  Military  Academies? 
To  have  one  in  one  State  and  one  in  another,  or 
to  have  one  only,  and  that  in  the  District,  which 
belongs  to  the   United   States,  under  the  eyes  of 
the  Government  ?     Certainly  the  latter.     What 
could  be  more  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of  the 
nation,    than    a    military  rivalship    among  the 
States  ?     What  ought  we  to  be  more  anxious  to 
prevent — what  could  be  more  dangerous  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  Government — what  could  more 
threaten  that  disunion  of  the  States   which  we 
ought  most  to  dread  and  guard  against,  than  this 
sort  of  military  rivalship?     There  would  be  a 
danger,    he   argued,    from   establishing   separate 
Military  Academies  at  different  points,  of  a  rival- 
ship,  amounting  to  animosity,  arising  between  the 
officers  educated  in  the  different  academies,  and 
propagating  and  diffusing  itself  among  the  mass 
of  the  people.     The   establishment   of  a   single 
Military  Academy  at    this    point,   he   thought, 
would  have  a  directly  opposite  tendency.    Young 
men  from  different  States  associating  together, 
and    liberalizing  each  other,  would   imbibe  and 
carry    with  them    to  their  homes  that  national 
character  which  alone  can  be  the  cement  of  the 
Union.     The  object  of  Congress,  then,  should  be 
to  establish  an  academy  of  this  kind,  where  our 
youth  should  become  attached,  not   to  the  par- 
ticular interests  of  particular  States,  but  to  the 
dignity  and  splendor  of  the  nation;  where  they 
should   acquire,  not  State  feelings,  but  patriotic 
sentiments.     Men    thus   educated   would   attach 
more  closely  the  interests  of  all  the  Slates,  in- 
stead of  promoting  jealousy  among  them.     The 
objection  to  the  situation   wiihin   this  District, 
that  It  would  be  too  near  a  populous  city,  was 
not  valid,  inasmuch  as  the  character  of  the  insti- 
tution depended  not  so  much  on  its  peculiar  situ- 
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n  as  on  the  rezulations  by  which  it  was  gov-  ]  dicate  their  rights,  if  they  were  instructed  iq  the 


i 
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led.     Everv   M^ilitary  Academy  was  in  some 
r|  pects  a  raili;ary  monastery,  and  under  its  rigid 
1%  'ulaiions  the  students  in  an  academy  in  or  near 
,,  s  city  would  be  as  much  cut  off  from  inter- 
,.urse  with  it,  as  if  the  academy  were  three  thou- 
id  miles  distant  from  it.     This  was,  in  another 
iw,  a  peculiarly  proper  position  for  a  Military 
;ademy.     Being  the  Seat  of  Government,  be- 
ies  the  pla.e  of  assemblage  of  the  legislators 
_^m  different  parts  of  the  Union,  which  would 
■*iable  parents  to  keep  up  intercourse  with  their 
Hildren.  it  was  also  the  resort  of  all  foreigners 
if  information  who  visit  the  country,  and  would 
Rford  to  the  institution   all  the  benefit  of  their 
perience.  as  well  as  that  of  the  intelligence  of 
ir  own  country.     The  great  objection  to  multi- 
lying  Military  Academies  was  this:  that  when 
,ey  are  onct  established,  ihey  cannot  be  abol- 
hed,  however  inexpedient  they  may  be  found. 
yi,estricling  the  number  now,  there  would  be  no 
MfficuUy  in  increasing  them  hereafter.     But^es- 
^iblish  an  academy  in  Carolina  and  one  in  Ken- 
icky,  and  by  any  attempt  hereafter  to  aboli-^h 
[iiher  of  them,  the  State   will  consider  itself  as 
^suited,  and  oppose  it  accordingly.     He  was  in 
fivor,  therefore,  of  establishing  only  one  at  pres- 
^»at.   'Perhai..s  the  plan  contained  in  the  bill  was 
4^ot  complete;    perhaps    there  ought   to  be  one 
ILrge  and  several  subordinate  academies.     If  so, 
Vhi  there  beij  established  one  principal  academy 
.^cre,   and    )  armonious   subordinate    institutions 
. elsewhere.     In  any  point  of  view,  he  approved 
fti  the  amendment  proposed  by  his  colleague. 


^.    Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the   mo- 

^lion,  as  calculated  to  destroy  the  bill.     The  ob- 

ect  of  making  us  one  people,  he  said,  was  one 

ear  to  his  ueart ;  so  sacred  that  he  would  oppose 


mode  of  doing'it.  OfiScers  only  were  wanted  to 
lead  them  on,  and  impart  to  them  the  benefit  of 
the  instruction  which  they  have  received;  and 
no  method  of  forming  oflScers  could  be  compared, 
for  efficacy  and  economy,  to  that  by  Military 
Academies.  The  expense  of  all  the  academies 
now  proposed,  including  the  pay  of  professors, 
support  of  cadets,  dec,  he  showed,  by  a  statement 
from  the  proper  authority,  would  not  exceed 
§400,000  annually— a  small  sum  indeed  com- 
pared to  the  object.  He  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  was  opposed  to  any  modification  of  the 
bill  whatever. 

Mr.  HuLBERT  also  spoke  against  the  proposed 
amendment.     He  was  opposed   to  it,  because  he 
believed  the  adoption  of  it  would  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  bill.    He  had  belonged  to  the  corarail- 
tee  which  had  reported  the  bill,  and  had  given  it 
in   us  present  shape  his   hearty  assent.     He  be- 
lieved it  necessary  that  the  institution  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academies  should  be  enlarged  in  some  shape 
or  other.     If  the  one  at  West  Point  could  be  suf- 
ficiently enlarged,  he  had  no  objection  to  that 
course;  but  within   his  recollection,   he  said,  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  remove  that  at  West 
Point  and  establish  it  here.    To  that  plan  he  was 
utterly  opposed  ;    and,  should    the    present    mo- 
tion succeed,  he   believed  it  would  put  an  end  to 
the  idea  of  enlarging  the  Military  Academy  at 
all.     Mr.  H.  appeared  to  be  satisfied  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  one  additional  academy  only,  and 
that  one  in  this  District,  could  not  succeed.     He 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to.  have 
more  cadets  than  we  now  have  at  military  schools, 
gaining  that  instruction  in  military  science,  for 
ilie  want  of  which  we  failed   so  greatly   in  the 
opening  of  the  late  war.    The  disgraces  we  have 


ear  to  Jus  ueari ;  sosacreu  uidi  nc  wuu.u  u^^w.^^  ■  v,,.v^...^  ^.  ...>. ..-.-     --         „ 

o  Constitutional  measures  calculated  to  promote  |  suffered,  and  costs  we  have  incurred,  during  that 
"  ^_"        "  .  i-.i    .u_. „„.  i  ^,,  r.r  ihfl  t.Tor.1  nf  ihi<!  in«iriirtion   form  a  strong 


war,  for  the  want  of  this  instruction,  form  a  strong 

argument  in  favor  of  multiplying  the  means  of 

obtaining  it.    When  tlie  army  went  into  the  field 

'    rpoiorand'amalgamiting  the  military  spfrit  of  the  j  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  its  officers 

•:    1   nation,  this  propo-^iuon  did  not  go  (^r  enough.  |  had  jusi  been  selected  from  civil  lile,  without  ref- 


iit.     But   if  it  was  now  contended  that  a  great 

■'  -national  Military  Academy  was  to  aid  effectually 

iiin   tha".  importaut  object,  by  collecting  at  one 

■ '  —  - '' .  I-  g 


1   nation,   tins  propoMuuu  um  uui  gu  id  ^.u^-i,"-    "-"  j — — --. :, 

f  It  oucrhtaKo  to  propose  to  abolish  the  Academy    erence  to  their  military  science  or  experienc 
».*-..=       ^'  '      "^     .      1 v....   .u,. — „„«.,.     ,iof«.or  cin.t  .ticararp  wprp  thp  conseuuences. 


I 'at  W'est  Point,  so  as  to  leave  but  the  one  now 
il  proposed  lo  be  established  here.  Mr.  J.  could 
•  ;not  assent  to  the  idea  of  rivalship  between  the 
i  '  States  in  consequence  of  multiplying  the  Military 
l]  Academies>  What,  he  asked,  iu  this  view,  had 
*  been  the  effect  of  the  institution  at  West  Point? 
Had  any  local  jealousy  or  rivalship  been  produced 
by  it?     Oti  the  contrary,  it  was  admitted  on  all 


defeat  and  disgrace  were  the  consequences.  He 
adverted  to  the  maxim,  that  an  army  of  hares, 
commanded  by  a  iion,  were  better  than  an  army 
of  lions,  commanded  by  a  hare.  In  the  spirit  of 
this  maxim,  Mr.  H.  contended  that,  to  prepare  the 
nation  .''or  war,  we  ought  not  to  have  a  large  Mili- 
tary Establishment  in  time  of  peace,  but  men  of 
science  in  every  part  of  the  nation  ready  to  take 


hinds  that  it  had  produced  very  beneficial  effects    the  field  in  time  of  danger.     If  a  war  be  consid 

without  any  such  alloy.     If  a  great  military  in-  \  ered  just,  said  he,  there  will  never   be  any  diffi- 

stitutioncOuldbeesiablishedatihisplace,calcu-,  cully    in   raising  an  army  in   this  country  ;  the 


lated  to  effect  the  object  ttie  gentleman  had  at 
heart,  he  sliould  not  perhaps  object  to  it ;  but  the 
,-  objections^which  had  been  made  to  establishing 
«  other  acatfemies  applied  with  equal  force  to  West 
j  Point  as  ic  those  now  proposed  to  be  established 
*  at  other  points.  Mr.  J.  made  some  observations 
going  to  c.-tablish  the  great  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived I'rom  these  Military  Academies  compared 
with  the  expense  of  them.  The  people  of  every 
eciioa  of  our  country,  he  said,  had  spirit  to  fi'q- 


\ 


people  will  turn  out  en  mMSse,  if  they  have  offi- 
cers qualified  lo  command  them.  If,  by  means  of 
Military  Academies,  eight  hundred  cadets  are 
constantly  in  a  course  of  instruction,  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  finding  proper  persons  to  com- 
mand an  army  of  any  extent  we  may  ever  want. 
It  might  be  said  that  eight  hundred  cadets  would 
be  too  many— he  did  not  believe  it.  We  have 
seven  millions  of  people,  and  if  we  are  again  in- 
volved in  war  and  have  to  select  some  thousand 
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officers,  we  should  not  find  too  many  cadets  to 
choose  from.  He  denied  the  probability  of  jeal- 
ousy or  rivalship  between  the  States  from  the 
establi>hment  of  several  academies;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  effect  of  the  establishment  at  this  place 
of  one  only,  would  be  to  excite  that  very  jealousy 
that  gentlemen  dreaded.  Alluding  to  the  distance 
of  some  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
Louisiana  particularly, from  West  Point,  and  even 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  said,  there 
ought  to  be  an  academy  south  of  this  place.  The 
committee  had  recommended  only  three  in  addi- 
tion to  that  at  West  Point.  The  people  of  the 
North,  he  believed,  would  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  that  one.  They  had  already  been  more  than 
once  alarmed  with  the  idea  of  removing  that 
academy.  He  hoped  that  their  alarm  never  would 
be  realized,  but  that  the  academy  would  remain 


would  consent  to  measures  which  could  not  be 
carried  without  their  consent.    It  would  be  found 
to  be  so,  when  the  question  of  navy  yards,  of  a 
national  university,  or  any  other  question  of  a  na- 
tional character,  became  the  subject  of  discussion. 
None,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  more  convinced  than  he 
was  of  the  value  of  having  good  commanders  in 
an   army;  and  the  necessity  of  proper  qualifica- 
tions for  that  purpose  by  military  education  was 
too  trite  a  remark  to  require  elucidation ;  nor  was 
it  less  doubtful   that  our  arms  had  occasionally 
failed  during  the  late  war  from  the  want  of  proper 
commanders.     A  few   months,   or  even    weeks, 
were   all  that  was  required  to  form  soldiers  for 
the  field,  but  time  was  required  to  form  accom- 
plished commanders,    He  was  therefore  fully  im- 
pressed with  the  utility  of  Military  Academies; 
but  he  was  in  favor  of  such  an  establishment  be- 


at West  Point  as  long  as  the  rock  on  which  it  is  ;  ing  purely  national,  and  therefore  located  at  or 


built.  The  committee  had  agreed  to  establish 
one  here  and  one  in:  South  Carolina;  and  objec- 
tions having  been  made  from  the  West  to  this 
distribution,  the  committee  had  agreed  to  recom- 
mend oae  there  also.  The  Western  country,  he 
said,  was  increasing  with  unexampled  rapidity — 
he  wished  it  w^as  not  increasing  quite  so  fast — 
but  the  territory  beyond  the  Alleghany,  he  be- 
lieved, would  soon  contain  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  ;  and  their  claim,  there 


near  the  Seat  of  Government  ;  in  which  propo- 
sition he  hoped  to  unite  all  those  who,  having 
no  local  feeling  or  predilections  lo  gratify,  looked 
only  to  the  necessity  of  having  this  institution 
under  the  eyes  of  the  Government,  and  within  its 
control.  The  state  of  the  times  was  an  objectioa 
heretofore  made  to  this  measure,  which  no  longer 
existed.  We  have  found,  from  experience,  that 
the  present  Military  Establishment,  though  com- 
paratively small,  has  furnished   us  with  some  of 


fore,  could  not  be  denied  to  a  participation  in  the  j  the  best  officers  for  our  Army,  and  have  every 
benefits  of  this  institution.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  |  reason  to  expect  proportionate  benefits  from  it,  if 
satisfied  the  locations  in  the  bill  were  as  good  as  j  enlarged  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  in  such  a  manner 
could  be  made.  He  knew  very  well  it  was  the  i  as  shall  give  it  an  entirely  national  instead  of  local 
opinion  of  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the  '  character. 

Administration  that  we  should  have  butoneacad-  ,  Mr.  Wright  advocated  the  general  objects  of 
emy,  and  that  that  one  ought  to  be  here  ;  but  that  the  bill  at  some  length.  He  illustrated  the  neces- 
this  was  not  the  proper  place  for  it,  he  thought,  sity  of  education  for  military  men,  by  reasons 
was  very  evident.  He  wished  the  bill  to  pass  as  drawn  from  analogy.  For  instance,said  he,  would 
it  now  stood.  He  was  pleased  in  the  opportunity  you  trust  a  physician  to  bleed  you  without  a  cer- 
of  giving  his  assent  to  this  recommendation  of  the  j  tainty  that  he  possessed  some  skill  in  the  surgi 


President.  He  rejuiced,  he  said,  lo  see  such  rec- 
ommendations from  that  quarter;  they  reminded 
him  of  the  good  old  times  when  Wj"  "mington. 
and  those  who  followed  his  maxims  -a  1  princi- 
ples, ruled  the  nation.  He  was  glad  co  see  these 
recommendation^  founded  on  good  old  principles, 
proceed  from  one  who  had  been  a  little e«/ran^ed 
heretofore.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  would  pass 
without  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilde  replied  to  some  of  the  objections 
which  had  been  made  lo  his  motion.     As  lo  the 


cal  art  ?  Surely  not;  and  will  you  commit  the 
liberties  of  the  country  to  those  who  know  noth- 
ing of  their  duty?  Mr.  W.  was  in  favor  of 
establishing  as  many  academies  as  would  accom- 
modate eight  hundred  students,  but  against  lo- 
cating one  immediately  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, thinking  it  would  be  more  expedient  to 
establish  it  higher  up  the  Potomac.  Otherwise 
the  places  designated  in  the  bill  were  as  geo- 
graphically correct  as  they  could  possibly  be.  As 
to  the  idea   of  exciting  jealousy  or  undue  rival- 


academy  at  West  Point,  he  said,  if  it  were  now  {  ship,  by  dividing  the  academies,  he  said  he  hoped 
for  the  first  time  proposed  to  establish  an  acad- I  there  always  would  be  a  proper  rivalship — a  rival- 
emy  there,  he  should  oppose  it  with  all  his  pow-  '  ship  of  merit  and  services  among  those  educated 


ers,  even  were  he  a  Representative  from  the  State 
of  New  York.  He  objected  to  the  separation  of 
the  academy  into  several  parts  in  different  States, 
not  so  much  on  the  score  of  jealousy  or  rivalship 
which  it  would  create  among  the  States,  as  on 
the  score  of  his  radical  objection  to  the  tendency 
of  such  a  course  lo  increase  the  dependence  of  the 
General  Government  on  the  Stale  Governments. 
Wherever  national  establishments  were  proposed, 
even  now,  ii  would  appear  as  if  those  States  which 
have  the  greatest  political  influence  must  have 
some  gratification  conferred  on  them,  before  they 


at  one  or  the  other  of  these  acidemies.  He  thought 
the  disposition  of  the  four  academies,  at  different 
points,  was  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  bill  in- 
stead of  against  it,  because  it  would  bring  acade- 
mies nearer  to  those  who  desired  to  send  their 
children  to  them.  <tc. 

Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,)  in  reference  to  the  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  amendment,  that  the 
moral  effect  of  establishing  three  additional  acad- 
emies, instead  of  one  only,  and  that  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  would  be  injurious  to  the  Union, 
as  tending  to  create  sectional  feeling,  &c.,  said 
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*t^t  all  argurat^nts,  foanded  upon  the  sapposition 
♦oflianger  to  the  Union,  deserved  great  considera- 
•:tilf ;  but,  whilst  he  applauded  the  motives  of 
^giu'l^n^^o  •"  urginjr  these  arguments,  he  was 
,OL',ged  totally  to  differ  from  them  in  their  con- 

clLfcions.     The  moral  effect  of  establishing  seve- 

raflf-instead  of  one  institution  of  this  kind,  would 
}b**o  increase  the  affection  of  the  people  for  the 
il^jgon.  If  the  bond  of  union  was  to  be  strengih- 
;eii4»i  by  the  measures  of  the  Government,  what 
^oriiht  to  be  the  character  of  them  ?    What  ought 

■      )e  the  polit^y  of  the  Government?     To  dis- 

ute   benefits;  to  afford   to   every  man   in  the 

jkJon  an  obvious,  palpable  evidence  of  the  bene- 

'■fii^afforded   to  him   by  the  Government  under 

•w^ftch  he  lives.  If  the  proposition  were  to  estab- 
.livjfour  or  five  turnpike  roads  in  different  parts 
.oftthe  Union,  he  said  he  should  suppose  the  argu- 
.?ni|wt  of  thedaojjer  of  creatinga  sectional  influence 
*Wt  .lid   as   mu(;h  apply  to   that 


happy  in  obtaining  the  benefits  of  such  an  insti- 
tution, if  brought  wiihin  their  reach.  He  would, 
therefore,  establish  academies  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union.  The  effort  was  as  vain  to 
disguise  as  to  forget  that  there  are  various  sections 
of  our  country  ;  gentlemen  might  argue  in  vain 
against  a  fact,  which  the  geography  of  the  coun- 
try most  clearly  established.  We  must  take  our 
natural  boundaries  as  they  are,  since  we  cannot 
alter  or  abolish  them.  Mr.  C.  said,  in  conclusion, 
he  would  not  take  from  other  sections  the  bene- 
fits of  this  institution  to  consolidate  and  locate  it 
within  this  District,  on  account  of  its  supposed 
unhealthiness  and  for  other  reasons.  He  would 
not  alter  the  present  features  of  the  bill  because 
of  objections  to  them,  which  he  considered  fan- 
ciful and  visionary.  Thedistribution  of  the  acad- 
emies he  thought  might  have  been  more  ad- 
vantageously made,  particularly  as  regarded  the 
as  mu(;h  apply  to  that  measure  as  to  a  j  one  in  the  Western  country;  but  he  would  not, 
sp/a)osiiion  fojr  the  diffusion  through  the  nation  t  therefore,  deprive  any  section  of  the  country  of 
of%at  knowledge — the  want  of  which  during  the  I  the  great  advantages  which  he  hoped  this  insti- 


)ped 
tulion  would  diffuse  throughout  the  Union. 

Mr.  Cdthbert  rose  to  correct  an  error  into 
which  he  said  the  gentleman  had  fallen  in  regard 
to  the  education  at  West  Point  beingconfined  en- 
tirely to  Northern  youth.  If  nothing  else  proved 
it  an  error,  the  name  of  McRee  was  sufficient, 
who  was  from  a  Southern  State.  He  instanced 
other  cases  wiihin  his  knowledge  of  students  from 
the  South.  Let  it  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  C, 
that  we  have  been  long  in  a  state  of  peace;  dur- 
ing which  time  the  attention  of  the  country  was 
not  turned  to  military  affairs  ;  and  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  many  would  then  desire  to 
send  their  children  to  such  a  seminary.  But 
would  any  one  argue,  he  said,  that  o^ir  notions 
Id  not  look  To  a^y  particular  State,  but  would  '  on  military  affairs  were  the  same  now  that  they 
his  obligation  to  the  fountain-head,  and  to  were  three  or  four  years  ago?  No;  the  glory 
^thtfupport  aoifl  strength  of  the  Union  all  his  ex-  j  reaped  by  our  army,  its  utility  as  proved  by  the 
icrjins  would  -be  directed.  Whatever  may  be 
Ihillestination-of  the  student,  whether  to  civil  or 
^Miary  life,  i^  the  principles  of  human  nature 
^cxirn  him,  hU  will  always  reflect,  that  to  the 
ailaial  care  aiid  beneficence  of  the  Government 


lajt?  war  we  had  but  too  much  reason,  from  fatal 
»e»trience,  to  {egret.  It  would  be  by  making  the 
fG^rernment  sirong  without,  and  furnishing  mo- 
Hi4,a  of  affectioq  to  every  bosom  within,  that  they 
'wLsld  inculcatje  the  sentiments  which  the  advo- 
^a|<  !S  of  this  arhendme.Tt  were  so  desirous  to  in- 
:5p)r'-e,  Mr.  C.  laid,  he  would  afford  the  means  of 
^io^vuction,  as  lar  as  possible,  to  every  man  bound 
tojAije  an  arm 'in  defence  of  the  nation.  With 
.wj[|t  5entimentj^  would  such  a  policy  inspire  the 
it>oi|m  of  the  cifizen  ?  Would  it  excite  sectional 
logs?  No;  the  bosom  turns  with  ihaiikful- 
[to  ihesoutcf  of  benefits  received, as  unerringly 
|e  needle  tn.ihe  pole.  The  individual  receiv- 
ihe  advantages  afforded  by  these  institutions 


i 


are  aiid  benen 

)ied  i.)T  the  ac 

jupsort  of  t 


e ^t  indebted  hr  the  advantages  he  has  received, 
ttDftfto  the  support  of  that  Government  his  best 
exfi  -ions  will  ije  given.     If  sentlemen  were  ri^ht 


events  of  the  war.  had  changed  the  general  opin- 
ions  on   this   subject;   and,  consequently,   there 
were  now  many  applications  for  admission  into 
the  Military  Academy.     The  argument  which 
likened  the  case  of  the  establishment  of  acade- 
mies, to   that  of  turnpike  roads,  afforded  its  own 
refutation.    Those  very  roads,  by  promoting  gene- 
^       ,  ral  intercourse,  were  a  part  of  the  means  most 
>n  ^^ir  arguminr,  Mr.  C.  said,  we  ought  to  com-  i  conducive   to  the  object  of  Mr.  C.  in  fixing  the 
■     "jce  anew;  '.we  should  abolish   the   academy  :  academy  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  which  was 
^dy  existin|f  at  West  Point,  and  let  there  be  I  the  promotion  of  a  nationality  of  sentiment.  This 
•one,  and  th|it  one  within  the  District  of  Co-    argument  therefore  would  not  stand.     The  gen- 
jtia.     Mr.  Q.  said  he,  with  the  gentleman  from  ;  tleman  from  Kentucky  had  said  that  cadets  would 
achusett«,;(Mr.  Hclbert.)  approved  of  the  j  always  look  to  the  hand  which  supported  them. 


iraendatio^s  in  the  President's  Message  on 
th'v^and  other!  subjects,  whether  they  were  the 
iioifiines  of  neij?  or  of  old  times.  From  ih^t  quar- 
ter! <)f  the  Unjon,  however,  (the  West.)  which 
ih^gentlemai^  had  so  feelingly  regretted  was 
jfrij.ving  too  fa;i — a  regret  in  which,  Mr.  C.  said, 
genilemaniwould  excuse  him  from  partici- 
\ng — he  did;not  believe  there  was  one  student 
ie  presentJMilitary  Academy.  The  remark 
ally  applied  to  the  South;  and  yet  in  those 
ious  of  the  -jountry  there  were,  perhaps,  thou- 
f  of  yount  meu  who  would  be  peculiarly 


.Mr.  C.  was  for  bringing  them  in  closer  contact 
with  that  hand,  so  that  their  attention  could  not 
be  diverted  from  it  by  local  feelings,  dtc. 

Mr,  Forsyth  said  he  was  of  the  committee 
which  reported  the  bill  now  before  the  House, 
and  coincided  in  opposition  to  the  proposed 
amendment.  It  was  conceded  on  all  hands,  he 
said,  that  the  institution  of  West  Point  had  been 
of  great  service  to  the  community,  and  that  its 
beneficial  effects  had  not  been  lessened  by  its  sec- 
tional situation.  It  appeared  to  be  admitted,  Mr. 
F.  said,  that  there  ought  to  be  an  increase  of  the 


I 
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number  of  cadets;  and  the  only  question  was, 
whether  it  should  be  by  the  addition  of  one  or 
three  schools.  The  committee  had  been  of  opin- 
ion that  two  hundred  youths  in  one  place  were 
as  many  as  could  be  conveniently  attended  to  by 
the  few  officers  employed  at  each  academy;  he 
had  not  changed  his  opinion  on  that  subject,  and 
was  therefore  opposed  to  the  proposed  amendment. 
The  motive  of  the  proposed  amendment,  he  said, 
was  laudable:  proceeding  from  a  desire  to  obvi 


Ministers  and  great  officers  of  the  Government 
from  local  considerations  ;  of  taking,  for  instance, 
a  man  of  inferior  merit  from  one  State,  because 
there  happens  to  be  already  one  in  service  from 
the  State  from  whence  a  better  might  have  been 
selected.  Tu  such  practices  as  these,  he  said,  we 
must  look  for  the  nourishment  of  local  feelings 
and  State  jealousies.  The  object  of  the  diffusion 
of  these  institutions  was  not  the  benefit  or  conve- 
nience of  the  States,  but  of  the  people,  and  their 


ate  the  possibility  of  local  jealousies.  Was  there  convenience  was  consulted  by  the  distribution  of 
anything,  he  asked,  in  the  nationality  of  the  Dis-  i  academies  at  different  points.  In  regard  to  the 
trict  of  Columbia,  to  prevent  the  operation  of  argument  of  brotherly  affection  among  the  cadets 
these  feelings?  Do  we  not  know,  said  he,  that  i  being  promoted  by  collecting  them  all  together 
if  these  local  feelings  are  felt  in  any  portion  of  '  at  one  point,  Mr.  F.  said  there  was  no  magical 
the  United  States,  they  are  felt  in  a  still  stronger  '  effect  in  the  location  wiihin  the  ten  miles  square 


degree  within  this  District  ;  there  was,  he  said,  j 
nothing  in  ihe  naiionality  of  the  spot  to  destroy  ' 
them.  The  benefit  which  might  arise  from  the 
academy  being  placed  immediately  "  under  the 
eyes  of  the  Government"  appeared  not  to  be  de-  | 
nied.  Cast  your  eyes,  (said  Mr.  F,,)  around  the  ' 
District  of  Columbia;  are  there  any  proofs  of  its 

particularly   great  benefits 


Every  object  in  this  respect  might  be  accom- 
plished by  their  collection  at  any  one  point,  where- 
ever  it  may  be,  by  a  provision,  legislative  or  other- 
wise, that  the  youth  of  the  South  should  be  placed 
in  an  academy  in  the  North,  and  vice  versa,  or 
by  having  them  intermingled  in  the  academies, 
in  due  proportion  from  every  section,  one  among 
another.     All  the  benefits  argued  as  likely  to  pro- 


having  derived   any    .  ,    „  _  .       _ 

from  having  been  under  the  exclusive  care  of  the  i  ceed  from  concentration,  may   thus  be  secured. 

General   Government?      No;  on    the   contrary,    Mr.  F.  was.  therefore,  wholly  against  the  amend- 
though  it  has  been  constantly  under  the  eves  of    ment. 
Congress,  it   has  as  constantly  been    neglected.        Mr.  Calhoun  said,  the  only  question  really  be- 


Louk  at  the  statute  book,  .said  he.  Congress  has 
the  exclusive  legislation  over  this  District ;  and 
how  has  Congress  legislated  for  it  ?  I  had  occa- 
sion the  other  day  to  lurn  to  the  laws  on  this  sub 


fore  the  House  at  this  time  appeared  to  be,  what 
was  the  best  mode  to  produce  a  national  spirit. 
That  policy,  he  said,  which  creates  the  best  polit- 
ical system;  which  promotes  the  national  pros- 


ject,  and  1  am  almost  ashamed  to  stale  the  result    perity  ;  which  provides  efficiently  for  the  national 


security  ;  ihat  policy,  by  the  effect  of  which  every 
part  of  the  country  feels  itself  secure,  whilst  com- 
merce is  prosperous,  and  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures are  protected;  that,  he  saiJ,  was  the  pol- 
icy which  would  certainly  create  a  true  national 
feeling.  Everything  in  opposition  to  such  a 
policy  would  end  in  sectional  feelings.  Applying 
these  general  remarks  to  the  present  question, 
what,  he  asked,  was  the  object  of  the  bill?  To 
establish  a  military  school.  What  was  the  object 
of  this  school?  To  contribute  to  the  national 
security,  by  the  diffusion  of  military  knowledge. 
Whether  one  great  central  school  was  better  cal- 
culated to  produce  this  effect,  than  several  sepa- 
rate schools,  was  the  question.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
believed  it  would  not.  If  we  had  a  central  great 
school,  ns  now  proposed,  it  would  principally  be 
filled  with  the  sons  of  wealthy  men;  of  great  and 
intiuential  men.  others  would  not  have  the  means 
of  sending  their  sons  abroad  for  education;  for 
here,  certainly,  the  allowance  by  the  Government 
would  not  cover  the  expenses  of  the  young  men. 

^ ._ Where,  in  this  country,  shall  we  look  for  genius 

never  would  have  produced  the  same  results  as  and  talent?  Most  indubitably  in  the  middleranks; 
had  been  experienced  from  it.  His  colleague  j  in  the  lower  tanks  in  preference  to  the  higher: 
(Mr.  Cuthbert)  and  others  appeared  to  be  very  not  that  these  classes  actually  contain  a  greater 
anxious  to  destroy  Slate  feelings  and  jealousy  portion  of  talent,  but  that  they  have  stronger 
and  pride — .Mr.  F.said  they  ought  to  bedestroyed.  i  stimulants  to  its  exertion.  Rich  men,  being  al- 
But  why  fight  the  shadow,  and  let  the  substance  >  ready  at  the  top  of  the  ladder,  have  no  further 
pass  ?     These  leelings  of  local  animosity,  he  said,  I  moiive  to  climb.     It  is  that  class  of  the  comrau- 


of  my  inciuiry.  Hall  a  dozen  statutes  of  litile 
importance  embrace  all  that  this  Legislature  has 
done  for  the  District  for  near  twenty  years  that 
it  has  been  under  its  eyes  and  exclusive  care.  The 
laws  of  the  District  were  not  even  uniform  in  its 
various  parts.  Crimes  in  one  part  of  the  District 
are  punished  in  one  way.  and  in  another  part  dif- 
ferently. Whilst  the  condition  of  the  citizens  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  were  experiencing  a  daily 
amelioration  of  their  condition,  by  the  improve- 
ment of  their  jurisprudence,  the  system  of  laws 
by  which  this  District  was  governed  remained 
stationary,  as  they  existed  wh&n  the  District 
formed  a  part  of  those  two  States.  If  the  District 
of  Columbia  had  not  flourished  or  improved  under 
the  care  of  Congress,  what  evidence  was  there 
that  the  Military  Academy,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, would  derive  a  ay  advantage  from  such 
a  location  ?  Mr.  F.  said,  lor  his  part,  he  believed 
the   Military  Academy  placed  here  would  enjoy 

i'ust  the  same  advantage  that  had  accrued  to  this 
)istrict  from  the  care  of  Congress ;  and,  if  the 
old  Academy  had  been  placed  liere,  he  believed  it 


were  cherished  by  other  causes  than  such  as  that 
supposed  by  his  colleague  ;  of  these  he  would  re- 


fer to  but  one  ;  the  constant  practice  of  selecting    C,  at   the  officers  who  distinguished  themselves 


niiy  who  find  it  necessary  to  strive  for  elevation, 
that  furnishes  you  with  officers.     Look,  said  Mr. 
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jnlservice  dujing  the  late  war.  Were  there  [  this  arrangement?  To  make  officers  only  for 
-*^ng  them  the  ^ons  of  wealthy  men  or  great  ;  that  part  of  the  country  where  the  schools  were 
?  If  ther.'  were  any  such.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  j  established.  In  the  event  of  war,  where  were 
I*'  of  none.  The  rule  he  applied  was  a  gene-  !  the  officers  to  be  found  whom  this  institution  is 
^one.  If  thf  school  were  established  here,  the  I  to  create?  If  military  instruction  were  confined 
-ra^ns  of  supp(^rt  affurded  by  the  Government  to  \  to  one  section,  so,  necessarily,  must  be  the  selec- 
lh|padeis  would  not  cover  their  expenses;  men  ;  tion  of  officers  for  your  armies;  and  thus  see- 
in  ^lioderate  circumstances  would  be  unable  to  !  lional  feelings  will  inevitably  be  created.  By  such 
ve(^I  their  sons,  and  the  country  would  be  deprived  I  a  course,  moreover,  we  shoiild  make  one  part  of 
leir  valuable  services.  The  academy  would  the  country  strong,  and  another  relatively  weak. 
a  a  great  (neasure  filled  by  the  sons  of  the  I  The  whole  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill— and 
Ithy  and  injfluential  men  within  four  hundred  without  the  argument  the  bill  was  nothing — was, 
^s  of  this  pjacf.  Mr.  C.  said  he  believed  the  |  that  it  was  calculated  to  create  military  power  by 
lisions  of  tljiis  bill  uere  more  important  than  giving  military  science.  The  very  argument  on 
yet  on  iheoble  of  the  House,  and  as  import-  which  the  whole  bill  depended,  was  a  sufficient 
IS  any  tha^  would  come  before  the  House  at  I  argument  in  favor  of  its  being  general 
[^jiresent  session.     The  way  to  render  the  na-         '  .-.=>  — 


secure,  is  uot  by  maintaining  a  large  foreign 
W^y,  very  expensive  and  a  little  dangerous;  it 
[s  ^t  thus  yo.i  will  keep  up  a  proper  military 
{t ;  but  by  rnilitary  education.  Upon  theoffi- 
,of  armies -in  a  great  measure  depends,  par- 
^arly  in  a  free  Government,  the  success  of  war. 
Fi\i  Governnjents  always  afford  materials  for 
>'0'fc*''s.  Of  ije  celebrated  brigade  of  Scott.  Mr. 
Tjiid,  three-ft)urih5  of  the  privates  had  not  been 


in  Its  scope, 
embracing  every  section  of  The  Union.  The  ar- 
gument of  the  advantage  of  associating  young 
men  from  every  part  of  the  country  together, 
was  not  as  forcible  as  the  considerations  which 
opposed  the  proposed  limitation  of  the  number 
of  academies.  If  we  were  to  have  one  only,  he 
was.  although  friendly  to  the  interest  of  this  Dis- 
trict, opposed  to  its  being  placed  here.  If,  in- 
stead of  the  mild  and  amiable  man  at  the  head 
of  our  Government,  we  had  an  ambitious  indivi- 


t?House.     Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  of  establishing 

than  one  iidditional  military  school,  in  order 

iffuse,  as  I'ar  as   possible,  military   science. 

i<i,  he  said  w*ould  secure  us  against  invasion 
I'rcS  abroad,  acd,  by  making  the  militia  formida- 
{>le;^jigainst  despotism  at  home.  It  was  in  this 
<!v^  that  militia  would  be  made  more  efficient 
ihvj  in  any  oilier.  At  present,  the  number  of 
{^^iemies  proposed  to  be  established  might  be 
jjuyient ;  but  he  hoped  that  they  would  be  pro- 
^'r<fiively  incrj-'ased,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
feptp'  before  wej  should  have  one  in  every  consid- 
^j^e  State  in  jthe  Union.  Mr.  C.  compared  the 
icJt^gsof  the  ' 

ie 
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rvice  mor^  than  six  months.  All  that  was  ,  dual  there,  what  would  he  ask  more  of  you,  than 
ed  to  makv  soldiers  among  us  was  education,  ;  to  put  all  the  military  officers  under  his  inflijence, 
iv*th  the  private  can  soon  acquire;  but  the  and  thus  subject  them  wholly  to  his  control  ?  He 
(Q*ing  of  officers  is  the  work  of  time,  particularly  ;  hoped  the  House  would  decide  that  the  number 
to     ',e  present  state  of  the  science  of  war — and  it    proposed  was  few  enough,  though  there  rai^ht  be 

.v^fproper.  therefore,  to  provide  amply  for  that  !  better  locations  perhaps  selecte'd,  Jcc lor'*there 

t.     In  time  of  war,  Mr.  C.  said,  we  ought  to  i  certainly  ought  not  to  be  an  academy  established 
oldiers  speedily,  we  ought  to  come  into  the  j  at  any  place,  from  which,  for   the  safety  of  the 
lation  at  ojice.  by  the  measure  so  much  rep-    cadets,  ii  would  be  necessary  at  any  season  of  the 
ijied  at  the  last  session  from  the  other  side  of    year  to  remove. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment.     It  would  be  so  expensive  trav- 
eUing,  that  the  constituents  of  gentlemen  from 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  would  not   brvng  their 
children   to  the  school.     What  did  ih»f  ihiuk  of 
the  situation  of  the  people  of  the  State  w^ch  he 
represented  ?     Travelling  from  Carolina  or  Ken- 
tucky to  the  Seat  of  Government  might  be  expen- 
sive ;  but  the  trouble  of  going  from  Louisiana  to 
Carolina,  or  the  mouth  of  the   Kentucky  river, 
was  infinitely  more  so.     Yet.  on  the  pan  of  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  whose  interests  were  thu.s 
affected,  he  felt  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
influence  of  the  general  principles  ought  to  out- 
weigh these  considerations  ;  and  he  should  prove 
his  conviction  in  this  respect  by  voting  for  the 
amendment.     Ideas  had  been  broached  this  day. 
which,  he  said,  were  new  to  him.     How  long 
since  we  had  been  taught  to  look  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Union  to  a  military  spirit?    la  such 
a  spirit  generally  pervading  the  militia,  he  agreed, 
the  liberties  of  the  nation  found  a  safe  protec- 
tion; but,  instead  of  allowing  that  spirit  to  pervade 
the  community,  the  favorite  object  of  some  gen- 
tlemen w.is  to  erect  it  into  a  separate  and  distinct 
establishment.     Instead  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant, he  considered  this  bill  as  one  of  the  most 
unimportant   bills  which   could  come  before  the 
House  of  a  general  nature  during  ihe  present  ses- 
sion.    We  had  during  the  war  but  one  military 


innne 

e  House  now  and  previous  to  the  war. 

he  said,  u-e  see  everywhere  a  nationality  of 

; ;  we  htiir  seiitiments  from  every  part  of 

uuse  in  ff|Vor  of  union,  and  against  a  sec- 

1  spirit.    What  had  produced  this  change? 


Tl^glury  acquired  by  the  late  war,  and  the  pros 
j;eit/  which  hijd  followed  it.     Let  us  direct  our 
tttfction,  ihen,Said  he,  to  the  objects  calculated 
to  ^complish  tiie  prosperity  and  greatness  of  the 
:ia(x<|P,  and  we  shall  certainly  create  a  national 


.  Tucker,  after  some  gent?ral  remarks  on 
tility  of  inptitulions  of  this  desciplion,  spoke 
e  pariicuUir  (juestion  before  the  House.  If 
ere  to  havie  but  one  or  evec  two  academies, 
hat  one  or  two  confined  to  a  particular  sec- 
Jjf  the  Unjon,  wUat  would  be  the  effect  of 
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school ;  and  now,  in  a  stale  of  peace,  gentlemen 
bad  suddenly  discovered  the  necessity  of  establish- 
ing four  military  schools.  As  one.  Mr.  R.  said,  he 
saw  no  necessity  for  it.  He  preferred  to  have  but 
one  academy. and  that  at  the  Seatof  Government. 
No  local  considerations  produced  this  preference 
on  his  mind,  but  it  arose  from  the  general  im- 
pression that,  next  to  travelling  through  the 
country,  and  examining  the  habits  and  customs 
of  its  different  parts,  the  best  way  of  extinguish- 
ing State  jealousies  and  local  feelings,  was  to 
associate  the  youths  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
country  as  much  as  possible.  Let  us  establish 
then,  he  said,  institutions  for  thecivil  and  military 
education  of  youth  within  this  District — a  Dis- 
trict belonging  not  peculiarly  to  any  part  of  the 
country,  but  having  more  than  any  otheran  inter- 
est in  the  prosperity  of  every  part  of  it.  Let  us. 
said  Mr.  R..  lay  aside  sectional  feelings;  let  us 
consider  ourselves,  in  this  hall,  as  members  of  the 
General  Government ;  let  us  promote  the  general 
interest,  and,  ray  word  for  it,  said  he,  the  States 
will  take  care  of  themselves.  If  a  national  in- 
fluence be  produced  by  the  establishment  of  a 
military  school,  would  not  the  effect  be  much 
n>ore  general  if  the  institution  were  established 
at  the  Seal  of  Government,  than  if  at  any  other 
point  ?  He  thought  it  would  ;  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  youth  of  the  country  ought  to  come  here 
for  their  education,  whence  communications  could 
be  readily  made  tu  every  part  of  the  country  ; 
where  their  education  and  general  welfare  could 
be  superintended  by  those  who  annually  reside 
some  lime  at  the  Seat  of  Government  from  the  re- 
spective States,  and  where  the  mode  of  education 
could  be  generally  known  and  properly  appre- 
ciated. In  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  creation  of  a  military  spirit  distinct  f^rom  the 
general  interest,  and  to  give  all  possible  advan- 
tage, utility,  and  economy  to  the  establishment, 
he  was  in  lavor  of  the  ameudment. 

Mr.  Sergkant  was  in  favor  of  tlie  amendment, 
because  lie  considered  one  academy  as  sufficient, 
in  addition  to  the  one  now  in  existence;  but  he 
was  opposed  to  pacing  the  new  academy  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.    He  considered  this  in- 
stitution as  a  school  for  soldiers.     If  the  course  of 
education  should  consume  four  years,  under  the 
plan  proposed  by  ttiis  bill,  there  would  be  annu- 
ally discharged  from  the  academy  (having  com- 
pleted their  military  education)  about  two  hundred 
young  men.     The  present  Army  Establishment, 
Mr.  S.  said,  embraced  about  five  hundred  officers, 
he  believed.     The  number,  therefore,  who  would 
annually  complete  their  military  education,  would 
be  much  greater  than  could  be  employed  in  the 
Army,  which  was  the  object  of  their  instruction 
at  the  public  expense.    It  had  been  said,  that  they 
would   make  olncers   for   the   militia;   but,  after 
coming  out  of  the  schools,  if  they  were  not  put 
into  the  Array,  they  must  betake  themselves  to 
other  occupations,  and  would    soon  lose  in  other 
pursuits  the  military  knowledge  they  had  gained  ; 
ihe  soldier  would  be  sunk  in  tlie  citizen.     Allow 
ten   years  to  elapse  after  the  conclusion   of  his 
>.ducation.  before  his  talents  are  put  to  use.  and 


the  cadet  will  be  but  little  superior  in   military 
capacity  to  the  general  mass  of  the  community. 
It  appeared  to  him.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  bill  was 
calculated  to  give  an  unreasonable  extension   to 
the   idea   of  military   education,   though   he  ap- 
proved of  a   reasonable   increase  of  the  present 
system.     If  four  academies  were  established  in 
different  sections  of  the  country,  other  sections 
would  come  forward  and  put  in  their  claims ;  and 
Congress   would    be   constantly   pressed,  by  the 
strong  motive  of  gratifying  particular  sections  of 
the  country,  to  increase  the  number,  without  a 
deliberate  regard  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  coun- 
try.    The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Hllbert.)  in  favor  of  the  number 
of  three,  was,  that  it  was  difficult  to  produce  a 
consentaneous  sentiment  in  favor  of  one  place; 
it  was,  in  substance,  that  we  must  have  four,  be- 
cause we  ought  to  have  two.    Mr.  S.  said,  he  had 
heard  nothing  going  to  show  that   the  establish- 
ment at  West  Point  could  not  be  sufficiently  ex- 
tended ;  and  for  his  part,  he  said,  he  should  prefer 
that  course.     A  great  deal  had  been  said  of  na- 
tional spirit  and   national   feelings,  which  would 
be  cultivated,  it  was  argued,  by  the  establishment 
of  the  additional  academy  at  this  place.     If  he 
were  to  hazard  an  opinion  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be,  that  this  was  the  worst  place  in  the  Union   to 
establish  an  academy.     If  political  or  party  dis- 
sension  inflames  any  part  of  the  country,  is  not 
this  the  place  in  which  it  burns  with  intense  heat? 
It  must,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  be  so. 
How,  then,  can  you  expect  young  men,  assembled 
here,  to  escape  its  contagion  ?     He  placed  the 
question  in  another  view.    He  said  that  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  youth  from  their  homes  and   from 
society,  and  placing  them  at  a  distance,  where 
they  are  all  equally  strangers,  and  where  there 
are  no  lines  of  distinction,  would  make  them  as 
brothers,  would  give  to  them  all  a  common  in- 
terest and  common  object.     He  should,  in  this 
view,  consider  West  Point  or  Harper's  Ferry  as 
a  better  situation  for  the  academy  than  any  pop- 
ulous city.     At  those  points,  the  young  men  as- 
sembled  would    become  citizens  of  the   United 
States.     Mr.  S.  acknowledged   the  force  of  the 
argument,  that  you  do  a  great  deal  towards  crea- 
ting a  national  feeling,  by  giving  us  something 
worthy  of  our  respect.    Make  our  country  strong, 
and  you  make  men  proud  of  it.     Apply  the  argu- 
ment.    Would  this  effect,  he  asked,  be  produced 
by  dividing  the  military  talent  we  possess  among 
different  institutions?     No,  the  object  would  be 
defeated,  unless  men  who  excel  in  the  different 
branches  of  science  could  be  found  for  instructors ; 
and  he  much  doubted  whether  there  could  be  ob- 
tained, with  the  inducements  offered   by  this  bill, 
men  of  proper  abilities  and  attainments  for  four 
Military  Academies.     He  would  greatly  prefer  to 
extend   the  Academy  at  West  Point.     The  dis- 
tance from  some  sections  of  the  Union  was  not 
so  great  an  object  as  was  represented.    It  mat- 
tered nothing  to  the  young  soldier  whether   he 
was  an  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles  from   home. 
He  who  takes  to  that  occupation  knows  before- 
hand It  IS  one  of  privation  and  hardship,  and  he 
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rfiects  to  m^t  with  both  from  the  moment  he 
t>«es  the  swqrd  in  hand.  The  distance  from  his 
Ifene  is  to  him  of  no  consequence.  In  bringing 
yfrjng  men  nil  together  at  one  place,  Congress 
Vould  do  sontiething,  he  said,  towards  promoting 
l^t  national  feeling  and  harmony  of  sentiment 
(•ich  IS  so  often  spoken  of.  If  it  could  be  shown 
one  mstttuiion  would  not  educate  as  many 
[jng  men  .js  were  necessary  to  be  instructed, 
^.cn  ihe  ground  would  be  fairly  laid  for  increas- 
^j  the  numKer.  Unless  it  should  be,  he  should 
ue  against  the  number  proposed. 
;.The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
>jee,  and  inserting  one,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
ftive — yeas  91. 

►The  question  to  make  the  corresponding  amend- 
cnt  in  the  stction.  viz  :  to  strike  out  all  respect- 
the  location  of  the  academies,  exce[)t  what 
'ates  to  the* one  proposed  to  be  established  in 
t|^  District  cf  Columbia,  was  also  decided  in  the 
Krmative.  I 
^rlr.  PicKEii.NQ  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
Kds  '"witbln  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and 
i."*ert,  ''at  o|  near  Harper's  Ferry,  on  the  Po- 
t^^jiac." 

?Pn  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Pickering 
\a'}ied  his  m^)tion  so  as  to  confine  it  to  striking 
(jjrt^  the  District  of  Columbia,  leaving  a  blank  to 
U'fitled  as  th^  House  might  think  proper. 

The  motioii.  so  varied,  was  decided  in  the  af- 
ijiiative  by  .a  large   majority.     So  the  District 
<  put  out  cjf  the  question. 

\,\t.  Clay  Jhen  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
s^iion  with  tine  words  '•  Pittsburg,  at  the  junction 
0*  the  Alleghnny  and  Monongahela  rivers." 

5'his    motipn    being    under    consideration,    the 
■(ifJtnmitiee  r6se,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

T?      '     — 

jj  "*Vedne3day,  January  3. 

f'jklr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
^•wart,  late^commander  of  the  frigate  Constilu- 
t&lo)  on  behilfof  himself,  and  the  officers  and 
ci|w  of  the  s;iid  frigate,  setting  forth  that,  during 
l|^  late  war  wiih  Great  Britain,  he  captured  the 
i'.'I^tish  ship  tne  Levant,  and  sent  her  into  a  port 
t^itier  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  Por- 
t;^;al,  from  v'hence  she  was  forcibly  retaken  by 
thf  British  forces;  and  praying  that  the  value  of 
i%)^  ship  may  be  paid  to  himself  his  officers,  and 
i^in,  as  priztl  money. 

i|Vlr.  iNQUAk  presented  a  petition  of  John  Mc- 
(«uly,  prize  -agent  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  brig 
^ren,  prayi'ig  to  be  paid  for  a  vessel  captured 
iLf  the  said  jirig,  during  the  late  war  with  the 
]J^y  and  Re^ijency  of  Tripoli,  which  was  after- 
itords  taken  |nio  the  Naval  service  of  the  United 
N.tlntes. — Refsrred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Adairs. 

5*Ir.  TucKijR,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
t^t  of  Colijmbia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a 
sBscription  ("or  an  edition  of  such  of  the  laws  of 
i'|l  United  Siates  as  relate  exclusively  lo  the  Dis- 
\.(X  of  Colujnbia  ;  winch  was  read  twice,  and 
tiinmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

•t)n  motioc^  of  Mr.  Desha,  the   Committee  of 


Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  by 
law.  a  port  of  entry  at  Maysville,  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky. 

MONEY  LOST  BY  A  PURSER. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  F.  Rod- 
gers,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  was  purser  of  the  United  States 
ship  Adams,  which  was  destroyed  at  PeaolMcol  lo  pre- 
vent  her  falling  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy  ;  that  the 
petitioner  states  that  be  was  directed  by  the  captain  of 
the  Adams,  about  the  20th  August,  1814,  to  obtain 
from  the  navy  agent  at  Portland,  money  to  pay  the 
crew,  which  he  did  to  the  amount  of  about  !^1,800; 
that,  before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  paying  the  same 
over  to  the  crew,  the  enemy  appeared  in  great  force  on 
the  river,  and  that  he  deemed  it  prudent  and  safe  to 
deposite  the  money  for  safe-keeping  with  General 
Crosby,  who  was  then  acting  as  agent  of  the  ship. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  from  the  affidavit  of 
General  Crosby,  that  the  petitioner,  at  the  time  of  the 
attack  on  the  Adams,  handed  to  him  a  check  on  the 
Portland  Bank  for  $800,  and  a  bundle  of  paper  money, 
which  General  Crosby  did  not  count,  but  which  the 
petitioner  has  since  stated  to  him  contained  $1,000; 
that  the  check  and  bundle  of  money  which  were  given 
to  him  were  deposited  in  a  small  trunk  ;  and  that,  on 
the  near  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  General  directed 
his  little  son  to  carry  the  trunk  into  the  adjacent  wood, 
and  that  he,  being  alarmed  by  the  firing,  dropped  it 
and  fled.  The  trunk  was  afterwards  found,  and  was 
plundered,  and  one  of  the  persons  suspected  of  the 
plunder  pursued  and  detected  with  the  check  and  .$400 
in  his  possession.  The  petitioner  states  that  ho  has 
been  able  to  get  only  $200  of  that  and  the  check.  He 
prays  of  Congress  that  an  act  may  be  passed,  giving 
him  a  credit  in  his  account  with  the  United  States  of 
$800. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  a  full  considera- 
tion of  all  tbe  circumstances  of  this  case,  that  the  peti- 
tioner is  not  entitled  to  relief,  and  therefore  recommend 
to  the  House  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  George  S.  Wise,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

MILITARY  ACADEMIES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  estabJishment  of 
Military  Academies. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  withdrew  the  motion  he 
had  yesterday  made  to  place  the  only  academy 
remaining  on  the  bill  at  Pittsburg;  and  in  lieu 
thereof  moved  to  establish  it  at  or  near  the  raouih 
of  Licking  River  on  the  Ohio,  not  as  a  point  he 
preferred,  because  he  thought  better  situations 
than  that  might  be  selected,  but  because  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Atfairs  had  originally  decided 
in  favor  of  that  site.  Mr.  C.  urged  various  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  this  location  of  the  addiiioQal 
academy. 
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The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative — 68  to  59. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  to  insert  Nashville 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  met  with  no  better 
success,  there  being  only  about  fifty  votes  in  favor 
of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  moved  lo  insert  in  the  blank 
Harper's  Ferry,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

This  motion  was  opposed  at  some  length  by 
Mr.  Wright,  who  preferred  the  original  propo- 
sition to  establish  three  additional  Military  Acad- 
amies;  but  if  only  one  were  to  be  established,  he 
would  wish  to  see  it  established  further  South. 

Mr.  Lewis's  proposition  met  with  no  favor, 
there  being  but  15  or  16  votes  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BuRNSiDE  then  moved  to  insert  Carlisle, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.— This  proposition 
received  about  the  same  number  of  votes  as  the 
last. 

Mr.  Barbour  had  preferred  greatly  the  District 
of  Columbia,  if  only  one  additional  academy  was 
to  be  established  ;  but.  as  the  House  had  departed 
from  the  District,  he  thought  the  position  of  the 
academy  ought  to  be  determined  by  geographical 
considerations.having  reference  tothe  onealready 
established.  Under  the  impression  that  this  was 
a  point  which  combined  geographical  with  local 
advantages,  he  moved  Abingdon,  in  the  Slate  of 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Sheffey,  the  Representative  from  that  dis- 
trict, stated  the  precise  bearings  of  Abingdon,  and 
the  advantages  which  recommend  it  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House. 

Mr.  Cannon  spoke  in  favor  of  Knoxville,  in 
Tennes.«.ee,  in  preference  to  Abingdon  ;  in  which 
idea  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Barbour  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 
to  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  on  Knoxville, 
there  appeared  to  be  in  favorof  that  place  84  votes; 
against  it  03. 

So  the  House  decided  to  insert  Knoxville,  in 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  Wilde  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  first  section,  except  the  enacting  clause, 
and  in  lieuthereof  to  insert  a  provi>ion  authorizing 
the  establishment  by  the  Executive  of  one  or 
more  Military  Academies,  not  exceeding  three, 
at  suc'.i  places  as  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  prescribe. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  words  one  or  more,  and  in- 
serting three. — Negatived. 

After  some  debate,  Mr.  Wilde's  motion  was 
rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Root,  after  some  prefatory  observations 
and  subsequent  illustrations,  founded  on  what  he 
conceived  the  abuse  of  the  benefits  of  these  insti- 
tutions, by  their  being  diverted  to  the  purposes  of 
general  education  of  their  sons  by  those  wealthy 
or  influential  men  who  gained  their  sons  admis- 
sion there,  moved  the  following  amendment  lo 
the  bill: 

"That  no  candidate  for  a  cadet  (except  as  herein- 
after provided)  shall  be  admitted  into  any  of  the  acad- 
emiee  aforesaid,  who  shall  not  be  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  nor  until  after  he  shall  have  been 


examined  by  the  said  professors  and  teachers,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  and  found  to  be  well  versed  in  the 
Latin,  Greek,  French  and  Spanish  languages  ;  in  his- 
tory and  geography,  in  the  various  branches  of  the 
mathematics,  including  trigonometry,  geometry,  and 
in  moral,  natural  and  experimental  philosophy  and  as- 
tronomy, and  shall  then,  with  approbation  in  writing 
of  his  father,  mother,  or  guardian,  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire, engage,  by  a  regular  engagement,  to  serve  for 
the  terra  of  five  years,  unless  sooner  promoted  or  dis- 
charged ;  and  in  case  he  jshall  absent  himself  without 
leave,  or  be  discharged  for  any  other  cause  than  last- 
ing debility  of  body  or  mind,  or  in  case  of  promotion 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  accept  thereof,  or  shall  resign 
within  three  years  thereafter,  for  any  other  cause  than 
as  above-mentioned,  the  father,  mother,  or  guardian,  as 
the  case  may  require,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  full  amount  of  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  such  cadet,  during  his  continuance  at  any  of  the 
said  academies:  Provided, nevertheless.  That  whenever 
it  shall  appear  to  the  President  that  any  young  man,  of 
natural  abilities,  is  desirous  of  entering  as  a  cadet  into 
any  of  the  said  academies,  and  it  shall  be  certified  in 
writing,  by  bis  parent  or  guardian,  that  he  or  she  is 
unable  to  educate  his  or  her  son  or  ward,  and  the 
verity  of  such  certificate  shall  be  satisfactorily  estab- 
lished, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  to  authorize 
his  admission  into  any  of  the  said  academies,  upon 
the  terms  heretofore  in  practice  at  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point ;  and  provided,  also,  that  any  num- 
ber of  cadets  above  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  exceeding  the  number 
limited  in  and  by  this  act,  may  be  admitted  into  any 
of  the  said  academies,  and  discharged  on  the  request 
of  their  respective  parents  or  guardians,  on  clothing 
and  subsisting  themselves,  and  without  receiving  pay 
or  rations  from  the  United  States." 

This  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  consider- 
able majority. 

Tbe  question  being  on  the  Committee's  rising 
and  reporting  the  bill  as  amended — 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  had  he 
been  satisfied  with  thecourseof  this  debate,  or  could 
have  hoped  for  such  a  decision  on  this  bill  as  he 
could  acquiesce  in,  he  should  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  any  observations  thereon.  Genilemea 
appeared  to  lake  many  things  for  granted  on  this 
occasion,  which,  for  one,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
concede;  particularly  the  power  of  Congress  to 
pass  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  doing  it.  In  what  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion do  we  find,  said  he,  the  power  for  establish- 
ing these  academies,  or  indeed  any  seminaries  of 
learning?  But  I  pray  you,  sir,  let  me  not  be 
misunderstood  upon  this  subject;  let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  I  wish  lo  close  any  door  of  infor- 
mation which  it  is  possible  for  us  to  keep  open. 
No,  sir ;  but  I  could  have  wished  that  much  of 
our  treasure  which  has  been  wasted  in  useless 
objects,  could  have  been  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  .science  ;  but  this  power  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  delegated  to  us  by  the  people.  Their 
money  is  not  to  be  bestowed  by  us  on  any  indi- 
vidual, unless  for  services  rendered.  It  may  be 
>upposed  by  many,  that  this  bill  is  similar  in  its 
provisions  lo  that  establishing  the  present  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point;  but  they  vary  totally 
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^  principle  ^n^l  features.     By  the  26th  section  of 

!,t  act  whii:h  passed  in  March.  1802,  soon  after 
•.  JeffersoN  came  into  office,  and  was  for  fixing 
Milirary'Peace  Establishment,  the  President 
s  authori>;t>d  to  organize  a  corps  of  engineers. 
^  consist  ofone  principal  engineer,  six  assistant 
qigineer?",  and  ten  cadets,  with  power  of  promo- 
^)n — but  a;  no  time  to  exceed  twenty  ofiBcers 
5(§d  cadets  ;*by  the  27th  section  they  were  sta- 
(|,Sned  at  West  Point,  and  were  to  constitute  a 
uljlitary  Aciidemy.  but  were  subject,  at  all  times 
iJ  do  duty  ip  such  places,  and  on  such  service  as 
e  President  might  direct.     Thus  they  were,  to 


i- 


i 


not.  indeed,  alt  the  youth  of  the  country? — there 
would,  indeed,  be  some  equality  in  this  latter  case, 
as  all  the  people  would  then  be  e.-jually  benefited. 
Granting,  however,  for  the  argument,  that  you 
have  the  power  to  pass  this  bill — where  is  the 
necessity  or  the  expediency  of  doing  it?  As  I 
before  remarked,  and  as  was  on  a  former  occasion 
contended  by  all  those  who  now  advocate  this 
bill,  will  not  your  standing  army  often  thousand 
men  afford  you  officers  sufficient — better  instructed 
and  accustomed  to  command?  Nor,  sir,  is  the 
expense  of  this  establishment   to  be  overlooked. 

'^  1        o       J   .>,  ,  Rid    yourselves   of    the   arrearages    ot    the   late 

jrery  extend,  a  part  of  the  Military  Peace  Estab- I  war,    before    you    make    too    many   preparations 


iihment,  ai^l  were  organized  as  other  troops  are  ; 
^t  so  the  f*5tablishments  contemplated  by  this 
111;  which  goes  to  alter  the  present  Establish- 
jeiit,  and  tq^convert  the  whole  into  seminaries  of 
irnmg,  anjl  the  cadets  into  students  in  the  va- 


for  another.  Revive  public  credit ;  replenish  your 
Treasury;  do  justice  to  the  Army  and  Navy, 
which  have  fought  your  battles,  and  preserved 
you  in  the  hour  of  peril— as  far.  I  mean,  as  the 
Government  put  it  in  their   power   to  serve  their 


1US  arts  aril  sciences— without  any  services  to  I  country.  Pay  the  veteran  soldier  and  seaman 
rendered  jo  the  public  for  the  expense  which  who  have  survived  the  storm  of  war.  the  pittance 
ist  be  incurred  in  their  education.  And  at  the  '  that  is  due  to  them.  Pay  their  pensions  to  the 
♦  d  of  thre*,  or  five  years,  they  are  t+irown  back  maimed  and  halt,  for  the  legs  and  arms  which 
on  societ|r,  with  nothing  but  their  swords  to  i  you  have  caused,  by  your  war,  to  be  severed  from 
rve  iheir^way  to  fortune  and  to  power.  It  is  |  them  ;  and.  '•  if  you  can  administer  to  a  mind 
t  consisteint.  sir,  with  the  principles  of  our  in-  i  diseased."  comfort  and  bind  up  the  broken  hearts 
lutions.  v^-hh  the  genius  of  our  Republican  I  of  the  widow  and  fatherless, 
vernmen:,  to  form  and  cherish  a  body  of  this  i  But,  sir,  plausible  as  the  reasons  are  which  have 
d;  mere  soldiers  of  fortune.     Gentlemen   say  j  been  urged   by  some  in  favor  of  this  bill,   harm- 


^ti 


It  they  ar<  to  be  educated  to  form  officers  for  |  less  as  .some  of  its  features  may  appear.  I  am  per- 
*fcr  standing;array,  and  for  the  militia.  I  thought,  '  suaded  that  what  is  thus  shown  to  the  public  are 
^.  at  the  lait  session,  when  you  fixed  your  Mili-  I  only  the  ostensible  purposes  for  which  it  is  re- 
,y  Establiihment— your  standing  array  iu  lime  commended.  For  the  real  purposes,  we  must  go 
;  peace— atj  ten  thousand  men,  ttiree  times  the  I  to  the  dark  recesses  of  the  palace,  or  the  still  more 
Jraberot  y^ur  Peace  Establishment  under  Wash-  |  dark  recesses  of  the  mind  of  the  President,  or  of 
I^GTo.N  and  >\\dams,  and  four  thousand  more  than  '  his  declared  successor.  We  must  go  to  the  Mes- 
k-is  first  votr-d  in  this  House— the  principal  argu-  j  sage  of  the  President  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
JTent  in  lavvr  of  so  large  an  establishment  was.  ,  sion.  for  the  origin  and  purpose  of  this  bill  And 
tr^  It  wouia  afford  us  a  sufficient  number  of  well  i  I  agree  with  my  honorable  friend  from  Massa- 
»r),tructed  upcers.  should  we  again  be  involved  .  chusetts,  (Mr.  Hllblrt.)  thai  a  good  measure  is 
y  war.  Bii:.  sir  how  are  these  cadets  to  be  in-  |  not  to  be  rejected  because  offered  by  a  person 
grporated  ^s   officers  into  your  present  Army?!  whom  we  distrust;  and  when  such  a  measure  is 


you  ink-nd  tt)ey  shall  supersede  the  veteran 

cers  of  tb^e  line  ?     Will  that  promote  harmony 

the  ranl^s,  or  reward  merit  in  your  officers? 

t  them  answer  the  question. 

^jln  what  |iart  of  our  Constitution  then,  sir,  do 

iie  find  ourypower  to  establish  academies  on  the 

'^inciple  ccjitempiated  by  this  bill?     I  shall  pro- 


offered,  let  It  be  by  what  hand  it  may.  I  will  go 
as  far  as  that  honorable  gentleman  in  support  of 
it,  if  it  has  for  its  object  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple or  the  welfare  of  our  country.  But  confi- 
dence IS  said  to  be  a  plant  of  slow  growth,  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  will  pardon  me,  if  1  can- 
not go  with   iiim  from  the  highest  distrust  of,  to 


•^01  at  all  feir,  I  do  no  not  like  this  mode  of  le-  ;  in  our  Military  Establishment,  the  organization 
;>slatiDg  th*?  people  out  ot  their  rights  and  their  !  of  a  corps  of  invalids.  A  bill  for  this  purpose 
Ifoperty,  by  degrees ;  you  first  pass  a  law.  organ-  j  has  been  acted  upon  by  the  House.  Next  an  en- 
tmg  a  corps  ot  engineers  and  cadets,  provide  for  I  largeraent  of  the  Military  Academy,  and  the 
yiT  instruction,  for  an  equivalent  in  duty  and  establishment  of  others  in  other  sections  of  the 
>»'^'5f  .*°  ^®  rendered  by  them,  and  place  them  ]  Union.     This  is   attempted   by  the   present  bill. 


^J  a  Military  Academy;  you  now  convert  this  '  He  goes  on:  ''And  I  cannot  press  too  much  on 
SJihtary  Avademy  into  a  seminary  of  learning  •  the  attention  of  Congress  such  a  classification 
;»*<nerally.  tike  away  the  equivalent,  and  educate    •  and  organization  of  the  militia  as  will  most  ef- 


^e  young  tinen  who  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  i  '  fectually  render  it  the  safeguard  of  a  free  Slate, 
^^in  adraiss|on  there,  at  the  public  expense.  If  i  Free  State,  indeed  !  How  long  would  any  coun- 
U'U  can  thiw  constitutionally  educate  eight  hun-  try  remain  free  with  the  whole  physical  force 
Ved  young  inen.  why  not  eight  thousand— why  '  thereof  in  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  ^ 


?  5i|.bly   be  pointed    to   our  power    'to   raise  and  |  the   greatest   confidence   in.  the    intentions   and 
:  Jtpport  aro^ies,"     But  do  these  cadets  form  any  !  views  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.     Look  at  { 

;  Virtion  of  o*ir  Army?     Is  it  even  intended,  were  !  the   tenth   and   eleventh    pages  of   the  Message.  I 

\  «ey  capabi*,  that  they  should  do  duty  as  soldiers?  i  He  there,  first,  recommends,  as  an  improvement 
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We   well   understand,   sir,  what  this  mild  term 
clatsijicaiion    means.      It   was   urged   upon   us. 
pres.sed  upon  us,  at  the  last  session,  in  the  odious 
form   of  a   French    conscription.     Yes.   sir;  the 
sons  of  America,  the  hopes  of  their  country  and 
of  their  families,  were  to  be  torn  from  the  arms 
of  their  parents  and  harnessed  to  the  chariots  of 
war.     Yes.  sir  ;  this  virtuous  measure  was,  in- 
deed, pressed    upon  us   by  the  then   Secretary  of 
War,  now  Secretary  of  State,  and  heir  apparent 
of  the  Presidency.     '•  With  this  subject."  says 
your  President,  'is  intimately  connected  the  ne- 
cessity of  accommodating  the  laws,  in  every  re- 
spect, to  ihe  great  object  of  enabling  the  political 
authority  of  the  Union,"  (meaning  himself.)  "  to 
employ  promptly  and   effectually,"  (yes,  without 
any  control  of  the  States.)  "the  physical  power 
of  the  Union,"   (that   is.  the  bayonets.)  "in  the 
cases  designated  by  the  Constitution  ;"  that  i«,  to 
execute  conscription  and  embargo  laws;  to  sup- 
press insurrections  which  his  own  tyranny  and 
oppression  may  have  caused  ;  and  to  repel  inva- 
sions  which  his  own    rashness  and   folly,  as  m 
the  late  war,  invited.     Grant  the  power,  by  this 
short  paragraph  of  the  Message  requested  with  so 
much  earnestness,  and  elevate  an  ambitious  blood- 
thirsty villain  to  the  Presidency,  and  the  liberties 
of  ibis  country  would  not  survive  a  year  of  his 
Administraiioo.     And  if  the  people,  or  their  rep- 
reseDtallve^,   do  grant  this   power,  and   thereby 
raise  the  sword  to  their  throats,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  our  then   master  would,  in  mercy,  even  end 
our  rai^eries  with  our  lives.     But,  8ir,  your  Presi- 
dent is  not  to  have  this  power,  though  he  seek  it 
with  tears  ;  he  has  not  made  ihat  correct  use  of 
the  power  which  he  now  unfortunately  posses.'.es, 
that  we  should  feel  perfectly  safe  in  surrendering 
our  liberties  into  his  haodt>. 

But,  sir,  the   real    object  of  this  bill  is  Execu- 
tive  patronage.     Patronage  is  written  in  every 
feature  of  it.     The  President  is  not  le  organize 
this  corps  as  other  military  corps  are,  but  he  i<*  to 
appoint  the  eight  hundred  cadets.     A  fine  oppor- 
tunity to   provide  for   the  young  fry  of  the  Ad- 
ministration,  the  mere    underbrush  of  the   Grov- 
ernment,  and   the  royal  cousins  ol   the  Palace. 
He,  besure,  had  it  in  his  power  to  provide  for  ihe 
old  birds  of  the  Administration,  and.  to  do  them 
justice,  they  have  well  feathered  their  nests,  and 
their  gaping,  unfledged  offspring  will  now  be  fed 
from  the  bill  of  the  Government.     Sir,  this  is  not 
mere  suspicion.    This  bill  puts  it  in  the  power  of 
the  President  to  indulge  the  most  odious  favorit- 
ism, and,  from  what  has  been  done  on  oth  er  occa- 
sions, there  is  no  doubt  this  power  will  be  abused. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  the  Stale  of  New 
York  (Mr.  Root)  has  proved  that  abuses  have 
crept  into  the   institution  at    West  Point — that 
none  but  the  sons  of  the  rich  and  the  powerful  can 
gam  admittance  there.     And  the  most  odious  par- 
tiality is  manifested  in  some  of  the  appointments 
in  the  Navy,  particularly  of  midshipmen.     Mere 
children,  of  the  favored  few,  have  been  appointed, 
who  never  were  on  board  a  ship  of  war,  and  have 
nothing  of  the  seaman  about  them  except  the  an- 
chor  on  their  buttons;  and  this,  too,  to  the  ex- 


clasioo    of   many    brave  and   deserving   sailors, 
masters,  and   mates,  whom  your  restrictive  acts 
drove  from  the  merchants'  employ.     I  know  of 
many  improper  appointments  of  this  kind  ;  some 
in  this  very  city.    However,  they  belonged  to  the 
royal  cousins.     It  is  a  shame,  sir.  that  the  brave 
Navy  of  this  country  should  suffer  by  such  gross 
partiality.     Many,  able  and  willing  to  serve  on 
board  our  gallant  Navy,  dear  to  their  friends  and 
an    ornament  to   their  country,  despairing  of  ob- 
taining better  service,  have   been   compelled  by 
the  pressure  of  the  war.  to  seek  employ  and  sup- 
port on  board  your  private  armed  vessels  ;  and  in 
too  many  cases  their  lives  have  been  a  forfeit  to 
their  necessities.     And,  sir,  what  will  be  the  con- 
sequences of  these  abusive  appointments  in  your 
Navy  ?     These   boys,  always  thus  thrown  in  at 
the  cabin-windows,  will,   from  the  dates  of  their 
commissions  as  midshipmen,  be  preferred  to  the 
hardy  seaman  who  has  weathered  many  a  gale  at 
sea.  escaped  ihe  perils  of  the  ocean,  and  survived 
the  shock  of  battle.     This  must  not,  nay.  shall 
not  be.     The  Navy  is  the  darling  of  the  people. 
They  will  protect  it. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  have  introduced  many 
things  into  the  debate  which  have  no  connexion 
with  the  subject.     An  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhouw.)  whose  intelli- 
gence and  acuieness  we  often  fiave  occasion  to 
admire,  congratulates  himself  and  the  House  on 
the  expression  of  national  feeling  and  patriotism, 
which   he  thinks  he  can  discover  in  the  country, 
and  which  he  is  pleased  to  ascribe  to  what  he  is 
pleased  to  call,  the  glory  and  success  of  the  ■war. 
Glory  and   success  of  the   war  I     Where  in  the 
name  of  God  does  he  discover  this  glory  and  suc- 
cess ?     1  have  often  read  this  language  in  party 
prints,  devoted  to  the  powers  that  are,  and  it  may 
have  been  attended  with  success  in  taverns  and 
grog-shops — not  that  I  would  insinuate  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  gains  his  intelligence  from 
ihese  corrupt  sources — his  spirit  and  independence 
are  above  them.     I  say,  sir.   this  language  may 
have   issued   from    these  corrupt  sources,   but  I 
never  expected  to  hear  it  on   this  floor.     Where, 
let  me  ask   the   honorable  gentleman,  are  we  to 
look  for  this  glory  and  success — where  will  for- 
eign  nations  look  for  it?     When  you  declared 
the   late  war;  when  this  House  published   their 
far-famed  manifesto,  which  I  believe  that  honor- 
able gentleman  himself  had  a  hand  in  composing, 
(and  it  was  an    honor   to  the   head,  whatever  it 
might   be   to  the  heart  that  drew  it.)  you  pro- 
claimed to  ihe  world  the  wrongs  and  the  insults 
you  had  suffered,  and   intimated  iliat  the  sword 
you  drew  was  not  to  be  sheaihed  until  they  were 
redressed,  and  luture  aggressions  provided  against. 
Let  me  ask,  then,  sir,  have  you  obtained  a  single 
object  for  which  you  drew  the  sword?     Look  at 
your  declaration — yourcause.*;  of  war — and  see  if 
you  find  one  of  them  provided  for  in  your  Treaty 
of  Peace.     Injuries  which  you  declared  must  be 
redressed,  or  this  would  cease  to  be  an  independ- 
ent nation— they  are  not  only  not  provided  for, 
but  abandoned,  surrendered,  given   up   to    your 
enemy.     Sir.  had  this  been  a  conquered  country, 
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4  |r  Ministe'is  on  their  knees  before  their  haughty 
W'nqueror,  yfilh  his  drawn  sword  at  their  throats, 
"*>rms  raore'hurailjating  could  not  have  been  dic- 
iied.     You  give  up  your  sailors — ay.  "  free  trade 
[id  sailors'.  nght&,"  and  all — give  up  definition  of 
lockade — jrive  up   violated    neutral   rights,  and 
jave  a  portion  of  your  own  country  (Moose  Isl- 
pd)  in   ih(^  possession   of  the  enemy,  till  they 
^  jail  be  ple;ised  to  decide  whether  your  own  coun- 
•ty  does  or  iiot  belong  to  you.     Glory  and  suc- 
j^ess,  indeed*    But  do  not  for  a  moment  imagine, 
|r,  that   I   Mould  in    the  lea-st  detract  from  the 
rell-earDed;l"arae  of  your  gallant  Navy,  and  cer- 
i\iD  individuals  and  corps  of  your  Army;  but  this 
Lclusively  *'elongs  to  them.     Sir.  the  more  meri- 
/rious,  as  ihey  were  so  miserably  seconded  by 
lie  Government.     The  very  name  of  your  Navy 
limates  the  patriot's  bosom.     The  constellation 
her  heroes  shall   '"shine  as  the  brightness  of 
ie  firmament,  and  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever." 
■"^'iSir,  your  Government  is  not  yet  identified  with 
te  Navy,  nor  the  individuals  of  the  Administra- 
i()Q  wilh   t^ose   heroes  who  are  encircled  with 
ory.     Wiii  you,  sir,  atcempt  to  strip  the  garland 
iom  the  brew  of  a  Hull,  a  Decatur,  nay.  all  our 
iliant  sailors,  to  decorate  the  prolific  head  of  the 
,iserable  projector  of  contempiible  gunboats;  or 
^ar  by  the  roois,  from  a  Ripley,  a  Scott,  a  Jack- 
pn,  and  a  Brown,  if  you  please,  and  their  brave 
mpanions  m  arms,  their  well-earned  laurels,  to 
■^orn  the  br^ws  of  the  heroes  of  the  ruined  Capi- 
,1.  or  to  trai'isplant  them  in  the  barren  fields  of 
|adensburg'?     Believe  me,  sir,  their  brows  can- 
^l  bear  the  height  of  such  glory  any  more  than 
individu.^ls  can  acquire  It.    Will  such  blasted 
^Ids  yield  l-we  fruit  of  honor?     Foreign  nations, 
.  and    impartial    posterity,  will   do  justice  to 
'ni  all.     This  IS  not  a  subject  of  my  calling  up ; 
(affords   no   pleasure   to   me   to  enumerate  the 
JiJilis  of  the  Government,  or  the  distress  and  dis- 
ice  of  ray  country.     It  is  the  love  I  bear  that 
lotry,  interwoven  as  it  is  with  every  sensation 
f  the  heart,  which  makes  me  grieve  for  the  mis- 
j^ttunes   which    the   rashness    and   folly   of    her 
lers  by  th«(  late  war  have  brought  upon  her; 
Mllions  of  treasure   wasted,  and    thousands  of 
es  of  American  citizens,  each  as  valuable  as 
it  of  your' President,  sacrificed,  in  a  ruinous, 
_;,)ecessary.    and     inexpedient    war.      Let     the 
i^-nds   and    promoters   of  that   war,   in    future, 
liDtain  that  humble  silence  thereon  which  its 
remniiy  demands. 

|Vlr.  Hl  LBURT  said  he  begged  the  indulgence  of 
Commiilee  a  few  minutes.  He  wished  to 
i5T)ly  to  somr!  observations  which  had  fallen  from 
h^  honorabh- colleague,  (Mr.  King.) 

}ie  said  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  objection 

Lt  Congress    have  no  Constitutional   right  to 

Jablish    Military   Academies.     He    believed   it 

[a  the  first   time  the  objection    had   ever  been 

kjde.     If.  as  his  colleague  contended,  the  estab- 

j^ntof  Military  Academies  wasunconsliiutional, 

iflfVas  uut  a  utile  surprising  that  no  one  had  ever 

l"|4ore  made  the  discovery.    Several  laws  in  rela- 

)n  lo  the  insti-fufion  at  West  Point  had  been 

=sed  undei   Administrations  of  very  different 


political  characier;  but  whatever  might  have  been 
thought  of  the  expediency  of  those  laws,  he  was 
confident  no  one  had  ever  questioned  their  con- 
stitutionality. The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  .says,  ''Congress  shall  have  power  to  raise 
and  support  armies."  This  he  thought  a  cleat 
and  ample  authority  to  pass  the  bill  before  us. 
His  honorable  colleague  had  asserted  that  this 
was  the  first  time  the  terms  "  Military  Academy" 
had  ever  been  used  in  our  laws.  This  was  a 
great  mistake.  If  the  gentleman  had  looked  into 
the  laws  of  1802,  he  would  have  found  the  very 
terms  which  now  appear  to  him  so  novel.  His 
colleague  had  also  asserted  that  the  Military 
Academy  formed  no  part  of  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment. Here  he  was  equally  erroneous.  The 
corps  of  engineers  constitutes  the  Academy  at 
West  Point,  and  that  corps  had  been  constantly 
preserved  since  its  first  organization,  and  the  act 
of  1815,  fixing  the  present  Peace  Establishment, 
expressly  declares  that  that  corps  shall  be  re- 
tained. Mr.  H.  thought  the  point  too  plain  to 
admit  of  a  doubt. 

The  honorable  gentleman  had  urged,  as  a  very 
serious  objection  a^ain^t  this  bill,  that  we  had  no 
money  to  spare  for  the  proposed  appropriation. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  knew  that  the  Treasury  had  been 
drained,  had  been  completely  exhausted;  but  a 
deep  and  rapid  current  of  revenue  was  now  pour- 
ing into  it,  and  he  hoped  it  would  soon  be  replen- 
ished. The  sum  proposed  for  the  erection  of 
three  new  academies  was  only  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  even  that  sum  could  now  be 
considerably  lessened,  as  it  had  been  determined 
to  establish  but  one  additional  school.  He  hoped 
he  was  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  and  import- 
ance of  economy;  but  it  was  not  economy  to  re- 
fuse to  give  small  sums  of  money  for  great  and 
important  benefits,  and  such  he  believed  would 
be  the  fruits  of  this  measure.  His  colleague 
would,  he  was  confident,  agree  wilh  him,  that 
the  age  of  calculators  was  as  much  to  be  dreaded 
as  the  age  of  spendthrifts. 

My  honorable  colleague,  continued  Mr.  Hdl- 
BERT,  says   he  strongly    suspects   that   the    real 
object  of  this  bill  is  not  disclosed.     He  fears  that 
some  mischief  lurks  behind   the   curtain.     This 
may,  he  says,  be  a  part  of  a  plan  of  the  present 
Administration  to  get  the  military  power  under 
their  control,  and  thereby  destroy  the  liberties  of 
the  country.     Mr.   H.   said   he  belonged   to  the 
committee   who  reported  this  bill.     He  thought 
it  a  plain  and  simple  proposition  to  enlarge  the 
present  establishment  of  the  Military  Academy. 
He  saw  in  the   measure  none  of  those  frightful 
evils  so  strongly  apprehended  by  the  gentleman. 
He  hoped  his   honorable  colleague  would  not  be 
too  much  alarmed  ;  would  not  be  too  suspicious. 
He  said  he  had,   when  young,  often  been   cau- 
tioned not  to  be  looking  out  for  bears;  for  they 
always  appeared    to  those  who  expected   to  see 
them.     Ttiis   caution    he    recommended    lo    the 
attention  of  his  honorable  colleague. 

My  colleague,  said  Mr.  H..  has  strenuously 
urged  that  the  appointment  of  so  great  a  number 
of  cadets,  a«  is  contemplated  by  the  bill,  would 
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give  to  the  President  an  improper  and  dangerous 
patronage.     To  whom  would  the  gentleman  give 
the   power    of  appointment?     Might  it   not  be 
made  a  system  of  favoritism  by  any  other  man, 
or  body  of  men.  as  well   as  by  the  President? 
The  President  has  by  the  Constitution  the  power 
of  appointing  all  officers  of  the  Army,  by  and  wilh 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.     But  since 
the  Senate  cannot  with  convenience  be  consulted  ; 
on  the  selection  of  each  cadet,  why  not  give  the  j 
authority  to  ihe  President  alone?     Mr.  H.  said  , 
he  was  one  of  those  who  never  believed  that  Ex-  I 
ecutive  patronage  was  too  great  in  this  country.  I 
He  would  rather  see  it  increased  than  lessened. 
All  grants  of  power   might   be   abused,  but  that 
was  not  a  sufficient  argument  against  t!ie  grant. 
As  to  the  story  of  children  strutting  in  the  dress 
of  midshipmen,  Mr.  H.  said  he  strongly  suspected 
that  hi>  colleague  here  had  seen  another  bear; 
that  he  had  been  deceived  by  some  mock  military 
exhibition  of  the  school  buys  of  this  city,  which 
he  had  himself  someliraes  seen   here  and   else- 
where on  holydays. 

His  honorable  friend  and  others  had  contended 
that  the  number  of  cadets  proposed  was  too  great ; 
that  there  would  be  more  than  could  be  commis- 
sioned  ty  the   Government.     Mr.  H.  said  it  was 
not  expected  that  all  of  the  cadets  would  be  em- 
ployed as  officers  in   time  of  peace.     The  very 
object  of  this   military  institution  was   to  be  pre- 
pared for  war.     UnJoubtedly  many  of  the  cadets, 
after  having    finished   their  military    education, 
would  willingly  return  to  their  homes  and  eiigage 
in  ihe  pursuits  of  civil  life.     But  in  time  of  war, 
in  the  day  of  peril  and   danger,  in  the  hour  thai 
should   try  men's  souls,   they    would  come  forth 
at  the  call  of  their  Government,  and  lead  the  har- 
dy freemen   of  their  country  to   victory  and   to 
glory.     Let  gentlemen  calculate  how  many  com- 
missioned officers  are  employed   in    the  present 
Peace  Establishment,  and   then   reflect  that  the 
time  may  come  when  we  may  have  an  army  of 
sixty  or  a  hundred  thousand  men  to  be  officered, 
and  surely  they  will  not  think  the  proposed  num- 
ber of  cadets  too  large. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  plan  proposed  for  our 
adoption  was  calculated  to  excite  a  military 
spirit  in  our  country,  which  would  perpetually 
urge  us  to  war  with  other  nations,  and  might,  in 
the  end,  destroy  our  own  liberties.  Were  such, 
said  Mr.  H.,  the  effects  of  that  military  spirit  and 
military  science  so  eminently  displayed  in  our 
Revolutionary  war?  No;  but  directly  the  re- 
verse. That  spirit  and  that  science  gave  us  the 
very  liberty  and  independence  which  we  now 
enjoy. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  anxiously  hoped  that  the 
distressing  calamities,  the  dofeat  and  foul  disgrace 
which  we  had  experienced  in  the  beginning  of 
(he  late  war,  had  awakened  the  nation  to  a  just 
sense  of  the  importance  of  military  science  and 
preparation  for  a  stale  of  hostilities.  Who  did 
not  shrink  from  such  calamity  and  disgrace  ! 
He  remembered  them  with  shame  and  wiih  hor- 
ror. He  had  seen  the  face  of  the  nation  turn 
pale— the  coldness  of  death  had  seized  upon  the 


extremities  of  the  empire,  and  was  creeping  to- 
ward the  heart — nay,  it  had  reached  the  heart! 
It  was  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  scenes, 
the  repetition  of  such  disasters,  that  he  anxiously 
wished  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

To  excite  opposition  to  this  bill,  his  colleague 
had  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  indignation  against 
the  late  war.  Mr.  H.  said  no  one  more  deeply 
lamented,  nor  more  sincerely  censured,  the  dec- 
laration of  that  war  than  he  did.  He  considered 
it  a  rash  and  desperate  measure.  But  the  storm 
had  passed  over,  and  it  was  time  to  repair  the 
ruins  it  had  made.  He  had  already  declared, 
and  he  took  this  opportunity  to  repeat  the  decla- 
ration, that  he  esteemed  the  late  message  of  the 
President  as  the  harbinger  of  belter  times;  the 
measures  it  recommended,  and  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation It  displayed,  were  worthy  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  a  great  and  enlightened  people. 
This,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  one  of  the  measures  so 
recommended;  and  he  would  cheerfully  give  it 
his  support,  because  he  thought  it  calculated  to 
promote  the  best  intere-sts  and  glory  of  his  coud- 

iry. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  it  had  been  his  duty  to  ad- 
dress the  House  so  frequently  on  this  interesting 
subject,  that  it  was  wilh  reluctance  that  he  now 
had  to  answer  some  remarks  which   had  fallen 
from  two  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  (Messrs. 
King  and  Hulbert.)     He  had  been  very   much 
pleased  wilh  the  greater  part  of  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman  last  up,   (Mr.  Hulbert.)     He 
said  he  reciprocated  many  senliments  which  had 
been  expressed,  many  he  admired,  and  many  had 
a  direct  tendency   to  enlighten;  in  fact,  strong 
evidence  had  been  given  of  a  liberal  support  of 
the  bill,  and  enlarged  views  of  the  beneficial  re- 
sults of  military  instruction.     The  same  magnan- 
imous course  might  have  induced  an  omission  of 
expressions   calculated    to  exciie    party  feelings 
and  recrimination.     He  said  he  had  indulged  la 
a  hope  that  the  observations  of  yesterday  would 
have  been   verified,  viz:  that  nalionality  of  sen- 
timent prevailed  in    this  House,  and  that  on  this 
occasion    there    would   be   an  amalgamation   of 
feeling  and  a  union  of  sentiment ;  but  the  strong 
lant^uage  of  the  gentleman  to-day   had  lessened 
tha?  hope,  for   the  gentleman   is  pleased  to  say 
that  he  holds  in  the  greatest  abhorrence  and  de- 
testation the  declaration  of  war  against  Great 
Britain  ;  and  Mr.  J.  said  he  must  declare  with 
equal  sincerity   that  he   recollected   with  equal 
1  abhorrence  and  detestation  the  violent  opposition 
'  to  that  war.  and  that  disaffection  to  the  Consti- 
tution which    prevailed   in    many   parts  of    the 
United  Slates,  and  in  none  to  a  more  criminal 
extent  than  thai  in  which  the  gentleman  resided. 
It  cannot   be   denied  that  the  want  ot  a  proper 
system  of  military    instruction  previous   to  the 
war,  as  proposed  by  tuis  system,  was  the  cause  ot 
some  ofour  difficulties,  and  ihisargument  in  lavor 
of  the  bill  is  entitled  to  consideration  ;  but  disu- 
nion was  the  chief  cause  of  those  calamities  and 
disasters  which  afflicted  the  nation,  and  to  which 
the  gentleman  alludes.     No  necessiiy  existed,  if 

lime  allowed,  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of  the 
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;,'ousf  the  example  of  Spain  in  her  resistance  of 
iliperial   France,  and  the  example  of  France  in 
^abraittiDg   to   the  invasion   of  the  allies.     The 
•iSstory  of  ibe  United  States  would  furnish  raem- 
J;jthle  exaffiples  of  the  glorious  achievements  of 
i^manly,  vigorous,  and  united  resistance,  and  the 
"  ils  of  faction  and  a  division  of  sentiment  which 
lied  upon  the  magnanimity  of  a  most  iraplaca- 
)e  enemy  ;  it   was  this   mean,  submitting  spirit, 
«Aited  to  an  incessant  oppt^sition  to  the  Adminis- 
"lation,  the -object  of  which  was  power,  that  the 
est  of  iheilisasters  and  evils  ai  the  war  may  be 
tributed  ;  these  facts  cannot  be  disguised,  they 
e  known  (o  the  people,   and  they  think  accord- 
"y.     ThTs  was  not  a  proper  occasion  to  detain 
e  House   upon  the  subject  of  the  war,  but  as 
eat  anxiety  had  been  manifested  to  invite  a  dis- 
3j5sion  of  that  subject,  whenever  the  proper  time 
fiould  arrive,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  exam- 
«Ie  the  conduct  and  merit  of  those  who  declared 
We  war  and  supported  it,  and  those  who  opposed 
;;.and  made  use  of  every  exertion  in  the  councils 
c|  the  natioii,  and  out  of  it,  to  prevent  a  glorious 
^^rminaiioa  of  the  war.     Such   inquiry  may  be 
Eyeful  in  affording  tlie  people  a  better  opportu- 
nity in  the  hour  ot  calm  reflection   to  decide  the 
rterit  of  thr  two  parties  in  the  nation.     But  the 
/Ime  gentleman  had  made  use  of  another  expres- 
||Dn  which  deserved  notice,  viz:  that  at  a  certain 
riod  of  iJje  war  good  men  of  all  parties  looked 
le,  and  in.fact  the  sleep  of  death  had  seized  the 
iremities  of  the  nation.     It  is  not   denied  that 
^is  remark«raay  apply  to  that  part  of  the  Union 
j«'hich  that  gentleman  represents;  he  may  have 
fl^en  and  felt   this   gripe  of  death,  and  this  may 
ve  been  the  efficient  cause  why  the  arm  of  the 
|overnraent   was  so  feeble  in  that  quarter  as  to 
event  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  Maine  from  dri- 
^og  the   enemy   from  Castine.     But  Mr.  J.  said 
f^  hoped  he  should  be  excused  in  stating  that  no 
4jch  alarm  existed   in   the  West;  no  pale  faces 
fifere  seen,  nor  did  the  gripe  of  death   seize  that 
rt  of  the  Union.     The   people  felt  indignant, 
t  no  alarm  nor  dl^appointmenl  at  the  savage 
d  barbarous  conduct  of  the  enemy  ;  those  who 
■  -ed  during  th**  Revolution,  or  had  read  its  his- 
|<jry,  expected  such  conduct  from  Great  Britain 
t|  soon  as  war  was  declared  ;  but  this  considera- 
A»n  could  have  no  other  effect  than  to  unite  the 
'^ends  of  liberty  and  those  wbo  loved  theircoun- 
^-     The  declaration  of  war  involved  many  ca- 
icnities  ;  this  was  known  to  every  reflecting  mind, 
|:  id  the  patriot  considered  these  a  lesser  evil  than 
p  rther    subjHission     to    foreign    encroachment. 
^  he  murder:of  the  wounded  soldier,  the  profana- 
^Q  of  the  temples  of  religion,  and  the  destruction 
t,  many  villages,  only  proved  the  greater  neces- 

t|fy  there  ivas  to  oppose  that  nation  which 
i^reatened  our  existence  as  an  independent  Gov- 
-inment.  ^n  most  occasions,  Mr.  J.  said,  the 
her  gentlfroao- (Mr.  King)  had  indulged  in  as- 
ibing  hidden  and  ambitious  views  to  the  Presi 
ni  of  the  IJniled  States.  It  was  not  necessary 
H  account  fi)r  such  deadly  hostility  or  personal 
^.jViired  to  a  man  whose  public  services  had  iden- 
i^fied  him  ^iib  every  wise  measure  of  the  Gov- 


ernment for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  whose  ta-* 
lents  had  always  been  the  pride  of  his  country 
whose  integrity  could  not  be  impeached,  and 
whose  moral  character  had  gained  tne  veneration 
and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him  well;  but  it 
may  be  necessary  to  say,  that  on  this  occasion 
motives  and  hidden  views  had  been  most  unne- 
cessarily brought  forward  against  the  committee, 
and  also  against  the  President  who  had  publicly 
recommended  this  measure.  Mr.  J.  said  he  was 
convinced  that  no  gentleman,  upon  reflection, 
who  felt  the  strength  of  virtue  in  his  own  bosom, 

could   indulge  in [Here  Mr.  King  explained, 

and  Mr.  J.  declined  to  say  anything  more.] 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  number  of  cadets  to 
to  the  Milit 


itary  Academy  or  Corps  of 


be  attached  t 
Engineers — 

Mr.  Pickering  opposed  the  number  of  eight 
hundred,  which  was  proposed  by  the  Military 
Committee. 

Mr.  Forsyth  wjs  opposed  to  a  reduction  of 
the  number.  He  was  in  favor  of  making  such 
preparations  as  if  we  calculated  on  the  recurrence 
of  war.  Was  it  not  known,  he  asked,  that  the 
nation  with  whom  we  were  lately  at  war — with 
whom  we  should,  in  all  probability,  before  very 
long  be  again  at  war — was  strengthening  its  fron- 
tier by  repairing  its  old  fortifications  and  build- 
ing new  ones?  Was  it  not  known  that  that  na- 
tion had  more  than  fourteen  thousand  regular 
troops  on  the  frontier?  What  could  be  the  ob- 
ject of  this  preparation?  It  raisfht  be  merely 
defensive;  he  hoped  it  was  so.  Relieving  it  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  Government  of  this  na- 
tion to  preserve  peace,  he  trusted  we  should  have 
it  in  our  power.  But  the  object  of  the  British 
Government  may  be  different,  and  these  prepara- 
tions may  have  an  offensive  object.  Our  mo- 
tions should  be  regulated  by  theirs;  and.  if  the 
nature  of  our  institutions  forbids  a  large  Military 
Establishment,  preparations  should  be  made  in 
another  way.  On  all  hands  it  was  admitted 
that  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill,  was  the 
most  efficient  practical  mode  of  adding  to  our 
military  strength  ;  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
not  be  limited  in  its  scope  to  a  smaller  number 
than  was  proposed.  In  reply  to  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the  youth 
educated  at  the  academy  would  be  fit  for  nothing 
but  the  military  service  of  the  country,  he  .-aid, 
they  would  be  as  well  fitted  for  entering  into  the 
walks  of  civil  life,  as  those  who  had  been  edo- 
cated  in  a  different  manner — and  gentlemen  could 
not  seriously  imagine  any  danger  from  turning 
out  into  the  community  two  or  three  hundred 
well  educated  young  men.  As  their  services 
might  be  necessary  for  military  purposes,  and  the 
knowledge  they  acquire  would  not  in  any  event 
be  lost  to  the  country,  he  hoped  the  number  would 
not  be  diminished. 

.Mr.  Calhocn  also  opposed  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  cadets;  because,  if  the  present 
number  were  retained,  it  would  afford  ample 
room  for  a  proper  selection  of  officers.  In  another 
point  of  view,  be  thought  it  materially  necessary 
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to  retain  the  proposed  number.  The  whole  pop- 
ulation of  the  Uuited  Slates  is  composed  of  men. 
active,  vigorous,  and  spirited.  With  good  offi- 
cers to  lead  them,  you  may  at  any  time  make  out 
of  any  portion  of  them  active,  good  soldiers. 
What  is  requisite  to  make  our  militia  efficient  ? 
Military  knowledge,  only,  said  Mr.  C.  The 
cadets  will  many  of  them  return  to  the  body  of 
the  people,  and  become  a  part  of  the  militia. 
Suppose  a  renewal  of  the  struggle  between  us 
and  the  nation  with  whom  we  were  recently  at 
war ;  suppose  she  should  put  forth  her  whole 
strength  to  crush  this  young  country  ;  we  shall 
then  find  the  use  of  having  men  qualified  to  lead 
our  citizens  to  meet  her  invading  iu^.  The 
whole  population  of  the  country  becomes  an  effi- 
cient force,  because  it  has  among  it  men  properly 
educated  and  qualified  to  lead  an  army  into  the 
field.  Every  citizen  of  a  free  country,  and  of 
course  of  this  country,  said  Mr.  C.  has  two  du- 
ties to  perform  ;  the  duty  of  defending  his  coun- 
try by  arms  if  necessary,  and  the  duty  of  voting, 
and  thus  participating  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  his  country.  Every  young  man  of  ar- 
dent feeling  will  desire  to  qualify  himself  for 
their  proper  performance.  These  are  duties 
which  every  citizen  ought  zealously  to  perform, 
and  from  which,  if  the  people  ever  shrink,  our 
nation  will  not  long  have  existence.  Mr.  C.  ap- 
pealed to  the  history  of  Republics,  which  had  so 
often  lost  their  liberties  from  the  indisposition  of 
the  citizens  to  perform  their  share  of  military 
duly.  It  ought  to  be  the  object  of  a  wise  Gov- 
ernment to  resist  a  tendency  towards  apatliy  in 
the  people  ;  to  diffuse  military  science.  The  de- 
pendence on  regular  force  merely  was  a  con- 
tracted idea,  which  he  hoped  this  House  would 
not  give  into.  The  Army,  Mr.  C.  said,  was,  and 
ought  always  to  be.  a  respectable  part  of  the  mil- 
itary force  of  the  nation  ;  but  a  well  organized 
Militia  is  its  bulwark — and  ihey  are  but  a  r«bble 
without  discipline.  Hence  the  necessity  lor  the 
free  diffusion  of  military  science.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  largest  number  of  cadets  proposed 
to  be  authorized,  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  amendments,  which  go  to  limit  the  addi- 
tional academies  to  one,  to  be  established  at 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  were  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  an  amendment,  di- 
recting that  the  cadets  should  be  admitted  into 
the  academies,  from  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories, in  numbers  proportionate  to  the  militia 
returns  thereof,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
should  make  an  annual  return  of  the  names  and 
residence  of  the  cadets  at  these  academies,  the 
time  of  their  admission,  and  their  respective  places 
of  residence. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Some  diversity  of  opinion,  and  some  animated 
debate,  look  place  on  the  number  of  cadets  to  be 
authorized  by  ihe  bill.  Ii  ended  in  a  motion,  by 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out  eight 
hundred,  the  number  proposed  by  the  bill, so  as  to 
leave  it  blank,  to  be  filled  according  as  a  majority 
might  then  decide.  For  this  motion,  there  were 
14lli  Con.  1st  Sess. — 15 


79  rotes;    against  it,  55.    So   the   raotion   wms 

carried. 

The  question  being  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  six  hundred,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  77. 

•Mr.  Root  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 
to  extend  the  period  of  encampment  required  by 
this  bill  from  six  weeks  to  three  months;  which, 
after  debate,  was  negatived. 

After  the  rejection  of  a  proposition,  by  Mr. 
Pickering,  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  bind  the 
cadets  more  certainly  to  the  military  service,  after 
having  been  educated  in  the  academy — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hulbcrt,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  ihe  Military  Committee,  to  adjust 
ils  details  to  the  principles  already  decided  on. 

ESTIM.-^TE  OF  EXPENSES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  esti- 
mates from  the  Treasury  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  letter  is  as  follows  : 

Treascbt  Depaktmitit,  Jan.  2,  1816. 
Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  esti- 
mate of  the  appropriations  proposed  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1816,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of 
nineteen  millions  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  forty-five  cents. 
There  having  been  already  appropriated,  by  the  act  of 
the  21st  of  December  last,  the  sum  of  nine  millions 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  three  hundred 
and  seventy -two  dollars,  for  certain  military  expenses, 
there  will  be  left  the  sum  of  ten  millions  and  thirty 
thousand  and  fifty-nine  dollars  forty-five  cents,  under 
the  following  heads,  viz  : 

For  the  civil  list         ....  901,612  34 

For  miscellaneous  expenses        -         -  673,071    11 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with 

foreign  nations       ....  261,000  00 

For    the    Military   Establishment,  in- 
cluding the   Indian  de- 
partment     -         -         -   14,541,677 
From  which,  deducting  the 
amount  appn>priated  by 
the  act  of  the  2l8t  De- 
cember, 1815         -         -     9,885,372 
There  is  left  the  sum  of    -         -         -       4,656,305  00 
For  the  Naval  Establishment,  includ- 
ing the  Marine  Corps     -         -         -       3,638,071  00 

$10,030,059  45 


The  fundb  out  of  which  the  appropriations  for  the 
year  1H16  may  be  discharged,  are  the  following: 

1.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  annu- 
ally reserved  by  the  act  of  the  1th  of  August,  1790, 
out  of  the  duties  of  customs,  towards  the  expenses  of 
Government. 

2.  The  proceeds  of  the  stamp  duties,  and  the  duty 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States. 

3.  The  surplus  which  may  remain  of  the  customs, 
the  direct  tax,  and  the  internal  duties,  (other  than 
those  on  refined  sugar  and  on  stamps.)  after  satisfying 
the  pay  menu  for  which  they  are  pledged  and  appro- 
priated. 

4.  The  proceeds  of  such  loans  ai  may  be  made  un« 
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J  the  unexf  ruled  authority,  contained  in  the  acta  of   to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
1  e  14th  of  March,  1812  ;  the  24th  of  March  and  I5th  |  next. 
OTcmber,  1H14;  and  the  3d  of  March,  1815;  and  of        A  message  from  iheSenaie  informed  theHouse 
e  uaues  ot  Treasury  notes,  under  the   unexecuted     that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''  for  the  relief 
|thoray  contained  in  the  act  of  the  24th  of  Febru-    of  Joseph  Anderson,"  in  which  tbey  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  aod  referred  to  the 
Commitiee  on  the  Public  Land;. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  iransmitiing  state- 
ments of  the  expenditure  and  application  of  such 
sums  as  have  been  drawn  from  the  Tn.'asury  for 
the  Military  Department,  from  the  1st  of  October. 
1814,  to  the  30th  of  September.  1815,  which  were 


fj  5.    Any  other   unappropriated  moneys  which   may 
*me  into  ihr-  Treasury  during  the  year  1816. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.     A.  J.  DALLAS. 
{Hon.  SpstK.ER 

Of  the  House  of  Represent ativts. 


4 
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Thursday.  January  4. 


ff  Mr.  Baylies  presented  a  petition  of  the  man-    ,  — >-.>--,.. -...^v..  ^.^..^,  „.,.v,..  „,.. 

r'*"acturers  of  cotton  goods,  in  the  county  of  Ply-  |  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meatis. 

i^outh,  in  ilie  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
vJiat  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  afford  i  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
^Jcurity  and  encouragement  to  the  cotton  manu-  '•  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law.  for  the  es- 
Wctories  wirhin  the  United  States. — Referred  to  ,  tablishment  of  a  land  office,  for  the  sale  of  the 
Se  Commiftee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  i  public  lands,  at  the  town  of  Arkansas,  in  the 
^  Mr.  LEWid  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in-  ,  county  of  Arkansas  ;  and  a  land  office  at  the  town 
bitants  of'  the  county  of  Alexandria,  praying  1  of  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Cape  Girardeau,  io 


i 


\{  Mr.  LEWid  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in-  ,  county  of  Arkansas  ;  and  a  land  office  at  the  town 
'    •  .  county  of    " "  ,  .     .     _  '    "^  ^     '    .  .  ^        ^' 

at  a  court,1ioui>e.  a  jail,  and  sundry  public  offices,  |  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

/,x  the  use  •)f  the  county  of  Alexandria,  may  be  On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford,  the  Commiitee 
ected  at  ihe  expense  of  the  General  Govern- ,  of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  a  further 
ent.  ^  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 

Mr.  L.aiv;)  presented  a  petition  of  the  Mechanic  I  pointed  to  revise  the  rules  and  orders  ;  and  it  was 
elief  Society  of  Alexandria,  praying  that  they     recommitted     to    Messrs.    Stanford,    Basseit. 

iAay  be  authorized,  by  lottery,  to  raise  money  for  |  Sergeant,  Gold,  Desha,  and  Telfair. 

'^^e  purposf  of  erecting  a  school-house  for  the  I  Mr.  Pleasants,  in  ofTering  the  following  mo- 
iucation  of  the  children  of  the  mechanics  of  said    tion.   remarked,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  produce 


•wn. 

>^  Mr.  L.  also  pres^  nted  a  petition  of  the  Trustees 

l^j'   the    AU-xandria    Academy,    praying  that  the 

^janks  io  Alexandria,  who  have  applied,  or  may 

tjereafter  apply,  for  charters,  or  extension  of  char- 

•rs,  may  be  compelled  to  subscribe  t^n  thousand 

illars  eactj  in  the  stock  of  said  academy. — Re- 

■rred  to  tUe  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 

imbia.       ^ 
[;J  Mr.  Clahk.  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 

(f  the  Kentucky  Abolition  Society,  praying  that 
tract  of  vacant  aod  unappropriated  lands  may 

^e  set  apar»  for  the  residence  of  free  negroes  and 

^^ulattoes,  ^nd  that  they  may   be  transported  to 

.■he  said  laijds  at  the  public  expense. — Referred  to 

he  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 


any  sensation  in  the  House,  nor  to  agitate,  at 
present,  any  question  relating  to  the  unfortunate 
affair  of  Dartmoor  prison,  but  he  was  desirous  to 
be  placed  in  possession  of  any  official  documents 
in  relation  to  it  which  may  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  department;  with  that  view,  he 
moved — 

"  That   the   President  of  the   United   Slates  lie  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  if  in  his 


,._.  _,  ^     ^ opinion  it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  publicwel 

llf  the  Kentucky  Abolition  Society,  praying  that  fare,  any  communications  which  may  have  passed  be- 
ll tract  of  vacant  aod  unappropriated  lands  may  ,  tween  this  Government  and  the  Government  of  Great 
fte  set  apar»  for  the  residence  of  free  negroes  and  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  transactions  at  Dartmoor 
^ulattoes.iind  that  they  may  be  transported  to  ?"»«"•  '"  ^^"^  '"o"'^  of  Apnl  last,  so  far  as  the  Ameri- 
fhe  said  lauds  at  the  public  expense.-Referred  to  j  J^"^  pr^oncr.  of  war.  there  confined,  were  affected  by 

fhe  Comni,ttee  on  the  Public  Lands.                       !     *™'    .                  .        r » «     i  f\t-     ■    ■ 

o  A*,  i>^.^-„.^c^  .  r  ^  .k- r>„„,„,;ii»^  ^«  ti  o  !  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia, 
fp'   Mr.  KoptRTsoN.  from  the  Committee  on  the     ....           "    u.  l    j  .  .u  »        ' 

'b..kr      T       I               .A       k  II   c      .u         i;„r  ..r '  that  there  might  be  documeu  s  in  the  possession 
rublic    Lands,  reported   a  bill   tor  the   reliel  ol  |     ^    ^^_  ,^ ° ,    .„i_.:__  ...  .i.;.  _..i.:.-.   __. 

artin  Cole,  John  Pollock,  George  Westner,  and 


.brahara  Welty  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
lered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
;  fciorrow. 

^     Mr.  NevVTON.   from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
^  uerce  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 


of  the  Government,  relating  to  this  subject,  not 
connected  with  the  correspondence  with  the  Brit- 
igh  Government,  the  resolution  was  modified  &o 
as  to  embrace  such  documents;  and,  thus  modi- 
fied, the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
ordered   to  be  appointed   to  lay  the  same   before 


elief  of  J;)hn  Redman  Coxe  ;  which  was  read    '  ^u  ^un^r'*  .u        \    c    c  \j  v     „.„^  «„^ 

•  The  bill  for  the  reliel  of  Henry  Fanning,  and 

the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Morrisett.  passed 

through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 


wice,   and  committed   to  a  Committee  of   the 
tvVhole. 
g   Mr. 
^be  14tb  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 


Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
^ue  14th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
rjifvidows  anil  orphans  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 


•  iioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  ol  the 
^^olunieers  and  militia,  who  have  been  killed  in 
5l)aiile,  died  in  service,  or  of  wounds  received  while 
^n  ihe  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
•iaie  war;   which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 


dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
SETTLERS  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  Jennings  rose  and  observed,  that  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject 
growing  out  of  a  late  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  ordering  all  settlers  on 
the  public   lands  to  be  removed  after  an  early 
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day  in  March  next.    By  an  i»ci  of  Congress,  dated  i 
the  3.1  of  March,  1807,  the  President  of  the   Uni- 
ted  States  was  authorized  so  to  do  ;  but.  by  the  •. 
second  section  of  the  same  act.  a   provision  was 
made,  that  any  such  settlers  who  were  actually  i 
settled  on  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  passage  of  I 
that  act,  might  continue  to  reside  thereon;  pro- 
vided such  settlers  should,  prior  to  the  1st  of  Jan-  , 
uary,  1808,  apply  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  land  i 
offices,  and  obtain   a   permission  to  reside  there-  1 
on,  conditioned  to  deliver  up  possession  whenever  1 
required  by  a  purchaser  of  the  United  Slates,  and  i 
conditioned,  likewise,  to  commit  no  waste  or  dam-  j 
ages  while  residing  thereon. 

Mr.  J.  observed,  that  he  was  not  personally  ac-  j 
quainted  witii  the  views  of  the  Congress  of  the  , 
United  States,  in  passing  the  act  referred  to,  but. 
if  lie  was  correctly  informed,  the  object  was  to 
bear  materially  on  the  settlers  who  had  settled  on  I 
the  disputed  tract  of  country,  commonly  called  ' 
the  Yazoo  purchase,  although  the  act  has  a  gen-  \ 
eral  operation.     Those  persons  who  had  settled  ' 
on  the  public  land,  lying  within  the  Territory  of 
Indiana,  before   the   war.   had  sat  down  on  the  | 
lands  last  purchased  of  the  Indians,  and  remained  i 
there,  and  still  remain.     These  persons,  said  Mr. 
J.,   have  suffered  greatly  by  their  exposed  siiua-  I 
tion  to  the  attacks  of  the  savages,  and  have  been  ! 
of  great  advantage  in  defending  the  frontier  dur-  i 
ing  the   late  hostility  of  the  Northwest  Indians.  I 
They,  or  a   very  great  portion  of  them,  he  said,  j 
were  now  prepared   with  money  to  purchase  ^o  | 
soon  as  those  lands  shall  be  exposed  to  sale  by  ] 
the  Government.    By  these  persons  the  operation 
of  the  proclamation  will  be  severely  felt,  indeed; 
inasmuch  as  the  sales  of  those   lands  will  not, 
probably,  take  place  before  May  next,  and   those 
settlers,  in  the  mean  time,  must  leave  their  homes 
and  firesides,  only  to  seek   a  residence  for  a  few 
months.     He  thought  it  extremely  hard  now  to 
remove  them  after  they  had  been  suffered  to  re- 
main   undisturbed   before  and  during  the  war  ; 
whereas,  if  they  were  permitted  to  remain  a  few 
months  longer,  the  sales  of  those  lands  would,  in 
a  great  degree,  render  the  measure  unnecessary, 
and  greatly  limit  the  unpleasant  effects  which  its 
execution  will  certainly  produce.     He  therefore 
submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing, by  law,  to  all  settlers  on  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  settled  thereon  since  the  1st 
day  of  January.  1808,  the  same  privilege  extended  to 
such  settlers  prior  to  that  day,  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  3,  1807. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  debate, 
by  a  majority  of  twenty  or  thirty  votes. 

SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  situation  of  the  unfortunate  mer- 
chants and  traders,  reduced,  by  misfortunes  and  circum- 
stances beyond  their  control,  from  competence  to  want, 
now  demand  that  Congress  should  exercise  the  power 
Tested  in  them  by  the  people  for  the  relief  of  the  un- 


fortunate debtor,  by  the  establuhment  of  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  K.  said,  that  as  a  bill  on  this  subject  would 
require  much  labor  in  perfecting  its  details,  he 
thought  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  put  this 
burden  on  any  committee,  unless  the  House 
should  show  a  disposition  to  adopt  the  principle. 
He  had,  therefore,  thrown  his  motion  into  an  im- 
perative form.  The  power  to  establish  such  a 
system  was  expressly  given  in  the  Constitution, 
and,  being  given.  Mr.  K.  contended,  was  not  in- 
tended by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  lie 
dormant  there,  but  to  be  exercised  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people.  Mr.  K.  cited,  as  evidence  of  the 
popular  sentiment  on  this  head,  the  acts  of  the 
Legislataresof  several  of  the  States  on  the  subject, 
some  of  which  had  been  declared  by  the  judges 
unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  the  Constitutioa 
had  expressly  given  the  power  to  the  General 
Government.  This  was  a  strong  reason  why 
Congress  ought  to  act  on  the  subject.  Mr.  K. 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  situatioa 
of  the  merchants,  whose  fortunes  had  for  some 
years  been  as  fluctuating  as  the  waves  ;  and  to 
the  operation  on  the  mercantile  community  of 
the  restrictive  system,  of  so  little  importance 
against  an  enemy,  and  so  cruel  an  operation  to 
them.  Every  motive,  in  short,  which  ought  to 
actuate  legislators  or  gentlemen,  Mr.  K.  remarked, 
ought  to  induce  the  House  to  grant  the  relief  de- 
sired to  the  suffering  merchant  and  tradesman. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  a  few  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject, denied  the  right  of  State  judges  to  decide 
against  the  validity  of  insolvent  laws,  passed  by 
the  States. 

Mr.  Throop  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  tabie,  and  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jackson  required  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  this  motion. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  views 
on  this  subject,  which  were,  substantially,  that 
he  was  willing,  and  he  presumed  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  vote  for  an  inquiry  into  this  sub- 
ject; though  he  was  unwilling,  without  investi- 
gation, to  decide  in  favor  of  a  general  bankrupt 
law.  He  thought  if  the  proposition  were  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  subject  merely,  that  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  King  then  withdrew  his  motion,  with  a 
view  to  accommodate  the  wishes  of  gentlemen 
friendly  to  the  object,  aod,  in  lieu  thereof,  substi- 
tuted the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States. 

This  proposition  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  stip- 
ulations of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  lately  coQ- 
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^elided  wiih  Great  Britain.     The  first  section  of 
|.t*«  bill  having  been  read  — 
t    ?ilr.  Forsyth  ((he  chairman  of  the  Cotnmit- 
*t<ijof  Foreign  Reintions)  stated  the  general  ob- 

■  ji  Jjt  of  the  biH.  and  the  nature  of  its  provisions. 

1  Ae  bill,  he  suid,  was  intended  to  carry  into  effect 

'l\  Ise  parts  of  the  treaty  which  require  legislative 

iil  vrposition  ;  which   he   enumerated,  and  com- 

Nji^ed  the  provisions  of  the  bill  in  this  respect, 

'.^ih  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.     He  then  stated 

■  t(*f  he  House  the  present  discriminating  duties  on 
ti|jnage  and  on  importation,  and  showed  that  the 
bW  went  to  conform  them  to  the  provisions  of  the 

,tii|lty,  and  placed  British  merchants  in  that  re- 
let on  the  >^ame  footing  with  ours.  He  next 
;erted  to  the  British  tariff,  and  showed  the 
|tish  discriminating  duties,  and  the  great  advan- 
rs  which  would  be  derived  to  the  United 
lies  by  their  abolition,  in  pursuanfc  of  the 
ity,  &c. 

""wo  or  three  amendments  to  the  bill  were  then 
red  by  Mr.  F.,  and  agreed  to,  one  of  which 
>t  to  give  this  act  a  retrospective  effect,  and  to 
:Xiipce  its  provisions  take  effect  from  the  date  of 
•t||  ratification  of  the  treaty  ;  and  another  to  con- 
lOfr  tbe  repeal  of  our  discriminating  duty  to  goods 
•cflaing  directly  from  the  territories  of  Great 
jtain  in  Eiirope. 

[r.  Clay  (Speaker)  said,  he  did  not  rise  on 
^  occasion  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  gen- 
merits  of  the  instrument  brought  incidentally 
)re  the  House  by  the  present  bill,  particularly 
[here  appe-*ired  to  be  no  wish   on   any  side  of 

F  House  to  enter  on  that  subject.     He   rose  to 
[e  some  explanations  relative  to  the  third  ar- 
>,  which  perhaps  might  not  be  considered  un- 
_^iessary.     It  would  be  perceived,  he  said,  that 
t>4J  third  article  of  the  convention,  which  opens 
tr^  trade  to  the  British  East  Indies,  restricted  us 
t(^fertain  enumerated  ports.     Thi'^  was  a  restric- 
tiu  not  coninined  in   the  Treaty  of  1794,  nor  in 
'tfct  negotiat»td   by  Messrs.  Monrot;  and  Pinkney, 
*cSimonly  called  the  rejected  treaty.    The  reason 
■yfjr,  ihat  upoii  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of 
-tltf  East  Indiji  Company,  which  took  place  three 
1or»<3Ur  years  igo,  the  question  so  long  agitated  in 
<,'  4?at  Britain  had  again  come   up,  whether   the 
'mv^nopoly  of  the  trade  to  India  should  remain  with 
lliiicompany^  as  it  had  done.     On  that  occasion, 
iit|lad  been  thought  proper  by  the  British  Govern- 
"Dt  to  deviate  to  a  certain  extent  from  its  former 
icy,  and   open    the   trade  to   British  subjects, 
^gjjierally.  uirder  some  restrictions.     By  the  act 
ich  then  ppssed,  the  British  subjects  were  lim- 
.iJHl    'o  these;  specified    ports;    and   it   had  been 
ght  righi  by  Great  Britain,  especially  as  it 
LS  in    her   <)pinion   a  grant  to  us   without  an 
ivalent,  tojlimit  our  citizens  to  the  same  ports, 
t  act  of  parliament.  Mr.  C.  said,  was  a  new 
^  in  the  traiie  to  British  India;  and  it  was  im- 
isible  to  eslimaie  the  value  of  the  concession  to 
.  without  faking  into  couMderation   that  im- 
iiant  cnange.     When  the  trade  was  wholly  id 
n  bands  of  ihe  company,  they  had   been  found 
ilZompetent  \o  supply  India  with  the  specie  ne- 
t>|sary  for  circulation;  and  the  trade  had  been 
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opened  to  us,  and  other  foreign  Powers,  to  make 
up  the  deficit.  Now  that  British  subjects  were 
let  info  the  trade,  it  remained  to  be  ascertained  by 
experience  whether  they  could  not  furnish  the 
requisite  supply  of  specie  without  the  aid  of  for- 
eigners. If  they  could,  the  opening  of  the  trade 
to  foreign  Powers  operates  as  an  advantage  in 
their  favor,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  British 
merchant,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  profits  de- 
rived bv  such  foreign  Powers.  These  sugges- 
tions, Mr.  C.  said,  he  bad  thought  proper  to  make 
to  the  Committee,  inasmuch  as  some  gentlemen 
might  not  have  adverted  to  the  change  of  the 
laws  by  which  that  trade  was  regulated. 

Mr.  Gaston  said,  that  believing  the  conven- 
tion, since  its  ratification  in  dueform,had  become 
a  law  of  the  land,  and  unable  to  perceive  wherein 
it  needed  the  help  of  an  act  of  Congress  to  give  it 
operatiun,  he  had  viewed  the  bill  before  the  Com- 
mittee as  nugatory  and  unmeaning.  Although 
he  had  thought  it  strange  that  gentlemen  who 
had  abjured  so  many  of  the  errors  of  iheir  prede- 
cessors, should  thus,  by  construction,  retain  and 
perhaps  extend  a  most  inconvenient  error  in  re- 
gard to  the  effect  of  treaties,  he  was  willing, 
without  interruption  on  his  part,  to  indulge  them 
in  their  course.  But  regarding  himself  as  having 
no  agency  in  relation  to  this  convention,  he  had 
not  entertained  the  most  remote  thought  of  ex- 
amining into  its  merits  or  dements.  He  was  in- 
duced, however,  to  say  a  word  in  relation  to  the 
third  article  of  the  convention,  in  consequence  of 
the  observations  made  on  it  by  the  honorable 
Speaker.  This  gentleman  had  stated,  with  a 
view  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  lim- 
ited East  India  trade  therein  conceded,  as  com- 
pared with  the  more  general  grant  on  the  same 
subject  in  the  Treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  that,  subsequent 
to  the  date  of  that  treaty,  Great  Britain  had  opened 
this  trade  to  her  own  subjects,  not  of  the  East 
India  Company,  and  therefore  needed  not  so  much 
the  assistance  of  foreign  merchants  to  bring  sup- 
plies of  bullion.  If  this  formed  an  item  for  rais- 
ing the  value  of  the  concession,  it  was  proper  to 
state  another  fact  which  would  go  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  account,  and  serve  to  adjust  the  bal- 
ance. Since  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty,  (he  believed  in 
1797,)  the  British  Parliament  had  opened  this 
same  trade  to  the  subjects  of  all  friendly  foreign 
Powers,  and  to  this  day  without  treaty  it  re- 
mained open  to  ibem  all;  the  fact  was,  that  the 
British  East  India  possessions  were  valuable  more 
for  revenue  than  commerce.  This  revenue  re- 
quired a  free  importation  of  bullion  from  what- 
ever quarter  it  could  be  had,  and  a  free  exporta- 
tion of  their  commodities  to  foreign  countries;  it 
was.  besides,  desirable  that  this  exportation  should 
be  made  to  distant  regions,  where  ihey  were  not 
likely  to  come  into  direct  competition  with  the 
manufactures  of  the  parent  kingdom. 

Whether  the  East  India  trade  was  at  all  desi- 
rable to  this  country,  was  a  question  on  which 
enlightened  statesmen  greatly  differed;  our  table 
was  groaning  under  the  weight  of  petitions  for 
prohibiting  the  great  mass  ol  importations  from 
that  quarter,  and  there  had  been  a  long  and  loud 
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complaint  against  the  perpetual  drain  of  specie  to 
it.  However  this  might  be,  it  was  very  certain 
that  the  only  concession  made  by  the  third  article 
was  of  a  trade  already  open  to  us  by  a  general 
law,  and  which  was  so  desirable  to  them  that  ihey 
might  find  it  their  interest  to  pay  us  a  bounty  not 
to  abandon  it.  Great  Britain  and  her  rulers  well 
understood  the  spirit  of  traffic,  and  we  might  rely 
on  it  they  had  not  in  this  instance  given  us  a 
^quid'^  without  a  ''quo^'  in  return  for  it. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  and  himself  were  at  issue  on  the  fact. 
Mr.  C.  denied  that  me  trade  to  the  British  East 
Indies  was  open  to  us  by  act  of  Parliament.  By 
the  regulations  of  the  local  authority  of  tho>e 
countries,  the  trade  might  be  open  to  us;  but  the 
difference  between  such  regulations  and  the  stip- 
ulations of  a  treaty  was,  that  if  there  were  any 
value  in  the  trade  to  the  British  East  India  pos- 
sessions, the  treaty  stipulation  prevents  us  from 
being  deprived  of  it  by  a  repeal  of  those  regula- 
tions during  ihe  continuance  of  the  treaty.  The 
benefit  of  the  trade  itself  was  another  question  ;  if 
not  beni-ficial,  the  treaty  did  not  force  it  on  us. 
Mr.  C.  added,  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  treaty-making  power.  It 
might  be  sufficient  for  hira  to  say  tliat,  at  the 
worst,  according  to  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  on 


Mr.  MiLNOB  to  an  amendment  going  to  limit  the 
operation  in  the  bill  to  British  ve.ssels  coming  di- 
rectly from  the  British  territories  in  Europe.  On 
this  question,  some  debate  took  placer-Mr.  For- 
syth contendingjthough  he  considered  the  amend- 
ment as  of  no  great  importance,  that  it  was  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  the  House  adjourned 
without  deciding  this  question. 


Friday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Wheaton  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee of  sundry  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods, 
in  Bristol  county,  in  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
all  cotton  goods,  (nankeens  excepted)  jmported 
from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  may 
be  prohibited,  and  that  additional  duties  may  be 
imposed  on  goods  of  that  description  imported 
from  other  countries. — Referred. 

Mr.  Southard  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods  in  Som- 
erset county.  New  Jersey. — Referred. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  sev- 
eral acts  imposing  duties  on  domestic  manufac- 
turers may  be  repealed. 

Sergeant  also  presented  a  petition  of  the 


Mr 

the  other  side,  the  act  would  be  harmless ;  whilst,  gold'^miths.  silversmiths,  and  jewellers,  of  the  city 
in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  on  this  side,  it  was  |  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  act  imposing 
entirely  necessary. 

Mr.  Ga.ston  rejoined   a   few  words,  rather  in 


acquiescence  in  the  idea  of  this  bill  being  harm- 
less. As  to  the  East  India  trade,  he  said,  it  was 
not  to  be  presumed  that  the  trade  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  held  out  to  every  foreign 
Power  withaut  an  equivalent,  could  itself  be  of 
any  great  u>e.  As  to  the  stipulation  on  this  head, 
in  the  treaty,  supposed  to  be  so  favorable  to  us, 
Mr.  G.  said,  that  Great  Britain  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  giving  advantages  without  equivalents. 

[In  reply  to  a  previous  remark  of  Mr.  Gaston, 
that  it  was  cniirely  an  error  to  suppose  a  law  ne- 
cessary to  give  effect  to  a  treaty,  which,  being  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  is  paramount  to  exist- 
ing laws — ] 

Mr.  FoHSYTH  said,  he  had  no  disposition  to 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  this  question;  but  it 
might  be  necessary  that  he  should  say,  that  the 
passage  of  this  bill  was  not  merely  harmless  but 
indispensable;  because  the  power  of  legislation 
was  vested  in  Congress,  and  could  be  exercised 
by  no  other  authority.  This  doctrine  was  not 
only  correct  and  Constitutional,  but  had  been 
acted  on  by  all  Administrations  and  in  all  times. 
The  provisions  of  the  treaty  being  general,  it  was, 
independent  of  the  general  question  of  the  effect 
of  a  treaty  on  existing  laws,  necessary  to  declare 
in  what  manner  the  act  should  be  carried  iuto 
effect. 

Some  further  observations  passed  on  this  sub- 
ject between  Mr.  Gaston  and  Mr.  Forsytu, 
which  were  afterwards  more  amply  staled  by 
ihera  in  debate. 

The  Committee  having  risen,  and  reported  the 
bill  and  amendments,  an  objection  was  made  by 


I  duties  on  gold  and  silver  plate  and  jewelry  may 
i  be  repealed. 


Mr.  Sharpe  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants ol  Barren  county,  in  the  Stale  of  Ken- 
tucky, praying  that  the  act  imposing  duties  on 
domestic  manufactures  may  be  repealed,  and  liiat 
the  duty  on  spirits  may  also  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  the 
sugar  planters,  in  the  Sialeof  Louisiana,  praying 
that  the  duties  laid  during  the  late  war  wiih  Great 
Britain,  on  foreign  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses,  may 
be  made  permanent. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Pickering,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  12ih  ultimo,  reported  resolutions  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  Stale  to  compile  and  print,  once 
in  every  two  years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and 
agents,  ci*il,  military,  and  naval,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Slates;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  toa  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tues- 
day next. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  lo  inquire  into 
the  expe  Jiency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  print- 
ing and  distribution  among  the  militia  officers  ot 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  a  suitable  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  miliiia  laws  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  the  dis- 
cipline adopted  by  the  United  Sutes. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Morrisseit,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Henry  Fanning,"  was  read  the  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

An  enf^rossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
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lUr  of  Martin  Cole,  John  Pollock,  George  West- 
itt,  and  Abraham  Welly."  was  read  the  third 
twe,  and  pa^^sed. 

he  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise,  and 
',  bill  to  authorize  the  discharge  of  James  Jewett 
m  his  in^prisonment,  were  ordered  to  a  third 
ding.        : 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  for  property 
l|^t,  captured,  or  destroyed  in  the  service  of  the 
l£^ited   Stales,  during  the  war.  was,  on    motion 
^Mr.  Forsyth,  postponed  to  Friday  next. 
"The   Speaker   laid   before   the   House  a  letter 
m  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
,  transmiiUDg  the  report  of  the  land  comrais- 
Jner  for   ilie  district  east  of  Pearl  river;  and 
report  of  James  D.  Cooley,  commissioner  for 
district  west  of  Pearl  river. 

VESSEL  LOST  IN  FLOTILL.V  SERVICE. 
Jj>It.  Yancky,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Ide  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  O'Neale 
Robert  Taylor,  which  was  read,  and  the  res- 
oi  ition  therejn  contained  was  concurred  in  by 
t^  House.  The  report  is  as  follows  : 
Jyhat  the  petitioners  are  owners  of  the  schooner  Islet, 
w^cb,  in  the  .tnonth  of  June,  1814,  then  ijing  in  the 
rCr  Fatuxent;  ihey  chartered  to  the  United  Slates  as 
a»/;%ore-thip  to  the  flotilla  commanded  by  Commodore 
ifcney,  upon  jthe  following  terms:  The  petitioners 
>^e  to  find  a  j^ufiicient  number  of  seamen  to  navigate 
tSb  vessel,  the  captain  of  the  vessel  to  be  under  the 
■rs  of  the  o^)mmander  of  the  flotilla,  to  carry  such 
mtity  of  najk'al  stores  as  was  agreed  on,  and  her 
ty,  in  everj  respect,  to  be  at  the  risk  of  the  owners  ; 
which  services  and  risk  the  United  States  agreed 
iive  to  the  .petitioners  the  sum  of  ten  dollarn  per 
;  that,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  in  August, 
lM4,  it  was  deemed  prudent  by  the  commanding  offi- 
C-"i  of  the  flotifia  to  blow  it  up,  to  prevent  its  falling 
iiLtp  the  hands  uf  the  enemy,  but  the  schooner  Islet, 
*fJch  was  left  to  the  care  and  management  of  Captain 
1m lor,  one  of  the  petitioners,  was  run  up  the  river 
ai  i|  sunk  by  hmi,  to  prevent  the  vessel  and  stores  from 
inlf.ng  into  tho  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  the  vessel  has 
n^i  been  raised.  The  petitioners  pray  of  Congress  a 
oiripensalion  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel,  and  such 
filrkher  relief  a.»  may  be  just. 

|The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners, 
h|»tng  undertt,ken  in  their  contract  to  be  at  all  risks 
oijae  vessel,  ind  the  vessel  having  been  sunk  by  its 
cijimander,  who  is  one  of  the  petitioners,  arc  entitled 
Wto  relief.       * 

jThey  thereftjre  recommend  to  the  House  the  foUow- 
ii^  resolution  i. 

desolved,  Tl^at  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
Dif  to  be  granted. 

AD.MISSION  OF  INDIANA. 

'Ir.  JENNi>iGS,  from  the  committee  appointed 

the  28lh  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lilireof  the  5'erritory  of  Indiana,  made  a  detailed 

on.  whicf;  was  read  ;  when,  Mr.  J.  reported  a 
bW  to  enablt^  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory 
t'*  ;orm  a  coiV5tuution  and  State  government,  and 
f^.;  the  admiijjion  of  such  State  into  the  Union. 

an  equal;  footing  with  the   original   States; 

ich  was  r*ad  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 

itee  of  the.  Whole  to-morrow. 
i 

i  i 


The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  said  Territory  is  bounded  on  the  east  by 
the  State  of  Ohio ;  on  the  south  by  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  on  the  west  by  the  river  Wabash,  from  its 
mouth  to  a  point  opposite  th^  town  of  Vincennes,  and 
from  thence  by  a  due  north  line  until  it  intersects  a 
due  east  and  west  line  which  shall  touch  the  southern 
extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  ;  and  on  the  north  by  the 
line  last  described  ;  that  the  said  Territory  is  a  portion 
of  the  Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  which,  by 
the  ordinance  for  the  government  thereof,  was  ordained 
to  constitute  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five 
States ;  that  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  whenever  the 
Territory  of  Indiana  shall  possess  sixty  thousand  free 
inhabitants,  guaranties  to  those  inhabitanti>  the  benefit 
of  being  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  Slates  ;  that  the  ordinance  afore- 
said not  having  declared  under  v^hat  authority  the 
population  of  the  said  Territory  should  be  ascertained, 
to  complete  their  title  to  an  admission  into  the  Union, 
the  Legislature  thereof,  after  having,  by  actual  census, 
ascertained  that  the  Territory  of  Indiana  poaseaaea  a 
population  of  upwards  of  sixty  thousand  free  inhabi- 
tants, have  deemed  it  the  most  prudent  and  respectful 
to  submit  to  Congress  the  result  of  that  census,  and 
ask  the  passage  of  a  law  to  enable  the  people  of  said 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Government. 

Your  committee,  believing  the  said  Territory  to  pos- 
sess a  population  of  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants,  at 
least,  deem  it  unnecessary  to  offer  any  further  reasons 
in  support  of  the  expediency  of  granting  the  principal 
prayer  of  the  memorialists  ;  and  therefore  beg  leave  to 
report  a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Indiana  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
on  conditions  not  less  advantageous  and  similar  to  those 
heretofore  granted  to  other  Territories  of  the  Unted 
States. 


CoRTDux,  February  24,  1816. 
Dkab  Si«:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  embrace 
the  first  moment  within  my  power  to  send  you  a  cer- 
tified sUtement  of  the  census  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
taken  from  the  official  returns  of  the  listers,  certified 
by  the  clerks  of  the  various  counties,  and  forwarded  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  said  Territory,  at 
their  session  which  commenced  on  the  4th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1815,  to  wit; 
Covuties.  .         'W 


Wayne,     - 

Franklin,  • 

Dearborn, 
;  Switzerland, 
'  Jefferson,   - 
I  Clark, 

Washington, 

Harrison, 
I  Knox, 
•  Gibson, 

Posey, 
,  Warrick,    - 

Perry, 


males  of  21 

ToulNo. 

upw&njs. 

1,225 

6.407 

1,430 

7,370 

902 

4,424 

377 

1,832 

874 

4.270 

1,387 

7,150 

1,420 

7,317 

1,056 

6,975 

1,391 

8,068 

1,100 

5,330 

320 

1,619 

280 

1,415 

350 

1,720- 

63,897 

'  From  the  county  of  Perry,  no  litter's  book  had 
been  received  from  the  clerk,  but  the  representative  of 
that  county  says  he  had  the  number  above  stated  from 
good  authority. 
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I,  William  Hendricka,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
senUtives,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  statement 
IB  correct.     Given  under  my  hand  the  day  above  wnt- 

^°'  W.  HENDRICKS,  Clerk  of  the 

House  of  Representativtt. 

UNIFORMITY  OF  ELECTION. 


Mr.  PrcKENS.  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  make 
a  motion  on  a  subject  which  he  had  for  some 
lime  considered  of  great  importance  to  the  na- 
tional interest.  Although  he  had  heretofore  in 
vain  pressed  it  on  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
he  thought  the  change  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  nation,  and  the  harmonious  relations  of  po- 
litical parties,  at  present,  justified  the  hope  that 
he  should  now  meet  with  better  success.  The 
proposition  he  was  about  to  submit  had  at  differ- 
ent times  been  supported  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Car- 
olina ;  and  under  the  sanction  of  this  respectable 
authority,  he  thought  it  his  duty  again  to  offer  it 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  which  he  did 
in  the  following  shape: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring  therein, 
That  th<^  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  three  fourths  of  tlie  said  States,  shall  be 
valid  to  all  inttnU  and  purposes  as  a  part  of  the  said 
Constitution. 

For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Suies,  each  State  shall  be  di- 
vided, by  iU  Legislature,  into  a  number  of  districU 
equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  the 
Slate  may  be  entitled. 

Each  district  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
equal  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding 
to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  In- 
dians not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  person*;. 

In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  shall  elect  one 
Representative. 

For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates,  each  State 
shall  be  districted,  by  its  Legislature,  into  a  number  of 
districts  equal  to  the  number  of  Electors  to  which  the 
State  may  be  entitled.  Each  district  shall  conUin,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  equal  numbers  ;  which  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons, 
including  those  bound  to  serve  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
excluding  Indians  not  Uxed,  three-fifths  of  ail  other 
persons.  In  each  district  the  persons  quahfied  to  vole 
for  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  sliall  choose  one  Elector ;  the  Legislature  of 
each  State  shall  have  power  to  regulate  the  manner 
of  holding  elections,  and  making  returns  of  the  Elec- 
tors chosen.  In  case  all  the  Electors  shall  not  meet 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  giving  their  votes, 
a  majority  of  the  Electors  met  shall  have  power,  and 
proceed  to  supply  the  vhcancy. 

A  division  of  the  States  into  districU,  for  choosing 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  into  districts  for  choosing  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  take 
place  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  each  enu- 


meration and  apportionment  of  Representatives  shall 
be  made,  which  districts  shall  remain  unaltered,  until 
after  the  succeeding  enumeration  and  apportionment 
of  Representatives. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
carrying  into  effect  the  commercial  convention 
with  Great  Britain. 

The  question  beinir  on  the  agreement  to  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  defended  the  amendment.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  that  construction  and  no  other 
ought  to  be  put  on  the  treaty,  which  was  embraced 
by  the  amendment.  In  the  construction  of  any 
part  of  an  instrument,  reference  must  be  made  to 
us  object.  The  whole  object  of  the  treaty  was, 
to  regulate  the  direct  commerce  between  the  Uiii- 
ted  States  and  the  territories  of  Great  Britain  in 
Europe.  The  exception  in  respect  to  the  East 
India  trade  proved  the  rule,  and  excluded  the  idea 
of  other  exceptions.  The  correctness  of  this  con- 
struction, he  said,  was  further  evinced  by  the  cor- 
respondence between  our  Ministers  and  the  Brit- 
ish negotiators,  &c.,  as  he  proceeded  to  show,  by 
reference  to  the  published  correspondence,  &c. 

Mr.  Robertson,  after  remarking  that  no  infer- 
ence could   be  drawn  from  papers  not  before  the 
House,  (as  the  correspondence  of  our  Ministers 
was  not,)  proceeded  to  observe,  that  he  could  not 
see  the  necessity  of  the  amendment.     It  did  not 
belong  to  the  treaty,  any  more  than  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States.     That  treaty  gave  pnv- 
ileges,of  which  this  amendment,ifadopied,  would 
deprive  us.     The  amendment  went  to  cut  off  a 
trade  which  it  is  of  importance  to  us  to  preserve. 
The  terms  of  the  instrument  to  be  carried  into 
effect  by  the  bill,  did  not,  as  far  as  he  could  un- 
derstand, authorize  the  construction  that  British 
vessels,  coming  from  other  than  British  ports,  are 
to  be  subject  to  higher  duties  than  if  they  came 
direct  from  a  port  of  Great  Britain.     The  terras 
of  ihetreatyand  iheinierestsof  commerce  equally 
forbade  such  a  construction.     Appreciating  the 
capability  and  enterprise  of  this  as  a  navigating 
and  ship-building  people,  he  was  perfectly  ready 
to  enter  the   lists  with  any   or   all  commercial 
nations,  on  the  fair  and  liberal  principles  belong- 
ing to  commerce,  unaffected  by  commercial  re- 
strictions.    He  detired  no  more,  in  this  respect, 
than  that  we  should   be  placed  on  an  equal  foot- 
in^TwithotherPowers,  not  doubting  but  weshould 

aaTn  profit  from  the  competition.  He  referred 
to  the  act  of  the  last  Congress,  hypothetically  re- 
pealing the  discriminating  duties,  as  evidence  ol 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  hold  out  an  invita- 
tion to  all  nations  to  do  away  their  discrimina- 
duties,  on  a  pledge   that   we  would  do  the 


ting 
same. 


.auir.  The  treaty,  he  said,  was  merely  an  echo 
of  the  principle's  of  that  law.  Then  why  should 
not  the  most  liberal  interpretation  be  given  to  the 
treaty  ?     He  could,  he  said,  readily  conceive  that 
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la  irionimerce  carried  on  circuitousiy  by  Great 
•BfiiaiD,  uodei.  audi  a  construction,  would  be  of 
Jbiiiliiile  imp.')rtance  to  her.  because  of  the  rela- 
jtr  rf  situation  of  her  and  our  ports.  But  there 
*w  ifi  ntiRDy  ca**es  occurring  in  the  course  of  com- 
•m  Y'-ial  iran.vactions,  when  the  privilege  would 
?b€  jiighly  advantageous  to  us,  as  in  ihe  case  of 
jell  wing  out  to  one  port,  and  desiring  to  seek  fur- 
^'rfi  f  for  a  matrk^,  &,c..a  case  daily  occurring. 
>Ft  rflhe  coostrtiction  of  a  treaty  we  ought  to  resort 
nt  Ihere  but  to  the  instrument  itself;  and  he  did 
Dfl     hink  the  irinendment  could  be  supported  on  it. 

J|r.  Tucker  said, that  he  feared  he  should  incur 
th   •mpuiaiioii  of  presumption,  in  venturing  upon 
a  !  Icussion  involving  commercial  considerations,  i 
Hp  ij»  which   he  could  not  pretend  to  be  familiar.  ! 
;C  iviDced.  however,  of  the  impropriety  of  such  | 
\oi  ^e  amendtnents  reported  by  the  Committee 
♦of  Jie  whole  House,  as  had  a  tendency  to  discrim- 
'in,   .e  betweeii^the  direct  and  indirect  trade  with 
tb   iBritish  dofiiinions  in  Europe,  he  rose  very  re-  j 
sp  itlully  to  sjggest  to  his  friend,  at  the  head  of  j 
th  fCommitle*!  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  propriety  | 
of  Waiving  thi)se  amendments ;  and,  at  the  same 
Itir  1^',  to  offer  ip  the  House  the  reasons  which  had 
ia  ,>oed  such  i  suggestion.  j 

•    ,  j  appears  U}  me,  continued  Mr.  T..  that  in  le- 
,gii  iiing  on  this   convention,  we  should  confine  I 
lOi.  lelves   to  we  terms  of  the  instrument  itself.  | 
Jw   lout  atteoipting.  by  any  superadded  phrase- 
iol/ly,  to  giverit  a  construction  which  we  may 
su  eose  it  will^bear.     The  terms  of  the  law  ought 
istr  5tly  to  corr-spond  with  those  of  the  treaty,  lest 
hj  departing  trora  it  we  should  hazard  a  breach 
pi  Siith,  the  iruputation  of  which  we   should   be  ' 
«o|litous  to  avoid.     Whether  we  regard  the  con-  1 
V*  -f  ion  as  so  ^plaio  as  not  to  be  susceptible  of  a  ' 
■tv^  :iold  meaning,  or  not,  it  is  equally  evident  that  | 
^t    t)uld  be  unwise  to  depart  from  iis  phraseology  ' 
tn    taming  th*^  act  under  consideration.     For,  if  ' 
•it    J  not  suscipiible  of  more  than  one  meaning,  I 
'yr,  i  shall  welatterapt  to  explain  what  requires  no  ' 
'«»  Janation  ?j  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  does  admit 
:0l   i  double  construction,  what  right  have  we,  as 
oti  aol  the  con'tractiog  parties,  to  pronounce  upon  j 
-th  Jtrue  mienbretation  of  the  instrument,  which  i 
ID  i  not  equajly  be  claimed  by  the  other  party  to  } 
th  tonventio*-. '?     By  such  a  course  of  proceeding,  i 
th  jretty  itsel{  would  be  the  source  of  most  serious  ! 
CO  isions,     BiJt  if.  on   the   contrary,  we  should  i 
pa  i  this  act  iji  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  leave  ; 
to  |ie  Executives  of  the  two  nations  to  settle  and 
■c!  |st  any  ani'oiguity  it  may  contain,  no  eril  can  i 
jen  Je.     If  it  ie  attempted,  in  the  two  countries,  j 
;toi»yttle  the  n»eaning  of  the  instrument  by  legis-  I 
la^"'e   provision,  it  is  probable  the  parties  will  I 
^0^  be  at  issue,  as  no  means  can   be  devised  for  ' 
^iMual  explanations  between  them,  la  a  legisla- 
yi^^  character;     But,  if  the   adjustment   be  left 
^^'l  the  Exec^itive,  such  mutualexplanationscan 
.»u«will  take  [idice,  and  every  unpleasant  collision 
joa;  1  be  avoideil. 
i     "tji  let  us  ipquire  for  a  moment,  whetlier  the 

.^  likely  to  'be  incurred  by  the  United  States, 

vin  ^se  the  pnivisions  of  the  treaty  are  confined 

e  direct  l^ade,  are  of  so  serious  a  nature,  as 


ftO 


to  tempt  us,  even  for  a  moment,  to  put  at  hazard 
our  reputation  for  good  faith.  So  far  iVom  believ- 
ing that  we  shall  suffer  by  such  a  construction.  I 
feel  perfectly  saiisfied  that  we  should  be  the  gam- 
ers ;  and,  though  I  am  conscious  that  I  approach 
a  subject  on  which  commercial  men  ought  chiefiy 
to  be  consulted,  yet,  I  will  solicit  the  attention  of 
the  House,  whilst  I  distinctly  state  the  reasons  of 
this  opinion. 

Pursuing  the  latitude  which  has  been  taken  by 
others.  I  shall  embrace  in  my  remarks  both  the 
amendments  which  contemplate  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  direct  and  indirect  trade.  There  are 
two  clauses  of  the  treaty  which  are  affected  by 
these  amendments.  The  first  relates  to  the  equal- 
ization of  the  tonnage,  or  duties  and  charges  of 
the  vessel,  and  provides  that  ••  no  higher  or  other 
'  duty  or  charges  shall  be  imposed  in  any  of  the 

•  ports  ofthe  United  States  on  British  vessels,  than 

•  those  payable  in  the  same  ports  by  vessels  of  the 

•  United  States,"  with  a  correspondent  provision 
in  favor  of  the  United  States.  If  this  provision 
be  confined  to  the  direct  trade  between  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  Great  Britain,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  bill,  as  amended  l-y  the  committee. 
British  vessels,  it  is  true,  could  not  enter  into  a 
competition  with  an  American  vessel,  in  carrying 
British  articles  from  liie  continent  of  Europe  or 
other  foreign  ports  to  America,  because  the  addi- 
tional tonnage  would  give  a  preference  to  the 
American  bottom.  But  it  must  be  recollected 
that  a  reciprocal  disadvantage  is  incurred  by 
American  bottoms  in  a  like  trade  from  the  Conti- 
nent to  Great  Britain,  in  American  articles  ;  and 
that,  according  to  the'  narrow  and  limited  con- 
struction contended  for.  an  American  vessel  could 
not  enter  into  a  competition  with  a  British  vessel 
in  the  carnage  iVom  the  Continent  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. But  what  will  be  the  operation  of  the  con- 
vention ?  To  permit  American  vessels  to  com- 
pete on  equal  terms  with  British  vessels,  in  the 
carriage  of  American  produce  from  the  Continent 
and  elsewhere,  to  Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other 
trade  which  is  now  permitted,  or  may  be  hereafter 
suffered  to  be  carried  on  in  foreign  ships  at  all  ; 
and  to  give  a  correspondent  privilege  to  British 
vessels  in  the  trade  to  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica. Which  then  is  likely  to  derive  the  greatest 
advantage  from  the  regulaiioa  7  That  which  is 
most  likely  to  avail  itself  extensively  ofthe  priv- 
ileges of  the  convention.  And  which  is  most 
likely  to  avail  itself  extensively  of  theseprivileges? 
The  American  ship  owner.  I  presume,  since  the 
proximity  of  the  ports  between  which  he  will 
generally  trade,  will  make  the  pursuit  more  con- 
venient and  more  profitable  than  that  in  which 
the  British  ship  owner  can  be  employed,  under 
the  same  provisions  of  the  convention.  It  seems 
manifest,  for  instance,  that  it  would  be  much  more 
convenient  for  an  American  to  enter  into  the 
trade  between  Portugal  and  England,  distant  from 
each  other  only  a  lew  days'  sail,  than  for  an  En- 
glishman to  engage  in  the  trade  betwen  Portugal 
and  the  United  States,  separated  as  they  are  by 
an  ocean  of  J.OOO  miles;  if  so.  more  of  our  ship 
owners  than  of  the  British,  are  likely   to  avail 
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themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  treaty,  and  of 
course  we  shall  gain  more  than  we  can  lose  by 
us  stipulations,  in  relation  to  tonnage,  according 
to  the  construction  for  which  I  contend. 

So  much  then  for  the  provision  m  relation  to 
the  tonnage.  Let  us  next  see  what  is  the  opera- 
tion of  the  next  clause. 

It  provides  that  *'  the  same  duties  shall  be  paid 
'  on  the   importation   into   the  United  Stales  of 
«  any  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
'  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe, 
'whether  such  importation  be  in  American  or 
'  British  vessels,"  with  a  correspondent  provision 
in   favor   of  American    articles.     The    remarks 
already  made   in   relation  to   the  former  clause 
apply  with  the  same  force   to  this.     There  is,  it 
is  true,  but  little  probability  of  either  of  the  two 
nations  engaging  in  an  indirect  trade,  so  long  as 
this  convention  lasts,  by  which  the  direct  trade 
is  permitted    on    such  advantageous   terms.     In 
the  nature  of  things,  every  merchant  will  prefer 
the  direct  to  the  roundabout  trade.     The  import- 
ation into   the  United   States,  of  British  articles 
from  foreign  ports  other  than  those  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, will,  tnerefore.  rarely   take   place,  and  will, 
I  presume,  be  confined  to  cases  where  the  Brit- 
ish goods  do  not  find  a  ready  sale  in  the   foreign 
market,  and  are  sent  to  America  from  thence,  as 
affordiiig  a  belter  prospect  of  mercantile  advant- 
age.    So,  too,  the  importation   into  the   ports  of 
Great  Britain,  from  continental  ports,  of  Ameri- 
can   merchandise,    will    only    occur    when    the 
American   merchant,  after  reaching  the  foreign 
port  finds  it  to  his  advantage  to  change  his  mar- 
ket and  sends  his  cargo  from  its  first  port  of  des- 
tinaliou  to  Great  Britain.     Which  of  these  cases 
is  likely  to  occur   most  frequently  ?     Is  it  more 
probable  that  the  exporter  of  manufactures  from 
Great  Britain  will  find  it  necessary  to  change  his 
market,  and  send  his  goods  from  the  continent  of 
Europe  or  other  foreign  ports  to  the  United  Stales, 
or  that  the  American  exporter  of  tobacco   and 
cotton  will,  on  his  arrival  at  a  continental  port, 
find  his  advantage  in  looking  for  a  better  market 
in  London   or  Liverpool  ?     The  latter,  without 
doubt.      The  former   must   rarely   happen— the 
latter,  as  my  friend  from  Louisiana  has  already 
intimated,  occurs  very  frequently.     Great  disad- 
vantage in  such  cases  would,  of  course,  be  expe- 
rienced, if  the  American  merchant  should,  in  the 
foreign  port,  when  he  wished  to  change  his  mar- 
ket, encounter  additional  tonnage  and  additional 
imports,  m  case  he  made  use  of  an  American  ves- 
sel for  the  transportation.     In  truth,  no  American 
vesselcould  enter  into  thecompelitionwilh  British 
boiioras  under  such  unpropiiious  circumstances. 
Yet  would  this  be  precisely  the  state  of  ihitigs  if 
ihe  treaty  be  confined  to  the  direct  trade.    On  the 
other  hand,  if  U  applies  also  to  the  indirect  trade, 
the  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  other  bulky  articles, 
of  American   export,  may  change  their  market 
without  Its   being  necessary  to  seek  for  British 
vessels,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of  the  United 
Stales;  and   American  vessels  would  thus  mo- 
nopolize very  soon  the  freight  from  which  they 
are  now  excluded. 


I  cannot,  therefore,  but  believe,  that  it  is  our 
interest  to  contend,  that  the  convention,  accord- 
ing to   the  true   construction  of  it.  comprehends 
the  indirect  as  well  as  the  direct  trade.     That 
such  was  the  intention  of  the  American  commis- 
sioners, and  the  wish  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, is  indeed  strongly  inferrible  from  the  exist- 
ence of  the  act  of  Congress,  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  in  which  the  most  general  terms 
are  used,  equally  comprehensive  with   those  in 
the  convention,  and  equally  embracing  indirect 
as  well  as  direct  trade.     VVith  this  strong  and 
decisive  expression   of   the  legislative    will,   the 
Executive  have  concluded  this  convention.  They 
seem  to  have  followed  the  expressions  ofthe  act, 
nor  could  they  or  the  commissioners   be  justly 
censured,   if  the    provisions  were    really  disad- 
vantageous.    Believing  the  contrary,  as  I  do,  I 
cannot  give  my  assent  to  an   amendment  which 
would  exclude  us  from  a  fair  advantage  gained 
by  the  treaty  ;  and.  even  if  my  impressions  on  this 
subject  were  different.  I  should  think  it  improper 
to  attempt  a  legislative  exposition  of  the  instru- 
ment.    As  I  have  already  intimated,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  leave  the 
construction,  if  doubtful,  to  be  settled  between  the 
Executives  of  the  two  nations,  without  hazard- 
ing collision  or  a  breach  of  faith,  by  introducing 
info  the  law  our  own  interpretation. 

Mr.  GAdTOM   said,  that  he  had   yesterday,  in 
Commillee  of  the  Whole,  expressed  an  opinion 
in  relation  to  this  bill,  which  subsequent  reflec- 
tion hud  convinced  him  was  erroneous.     He  had 
remarked,  that  although  the  bill  was  in  his  judg- 
ment unnecessary,  it  was  nevertheless  harmless. 
He  was  now  satisfied  that  the  bill  was  not  only 
unnecessary,  but  of  a  pernicious  character;  and 
while  he  owed  it  to  the  H^use  to  retract  his  error, 
he   owed  to  himself  an  apology  for  adopting  it. 
The  fact  was.  that  believing  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives could   have  no   agency   in  executing 
the  commercial  convention  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Great  Britain,  and  having  his  atten- 
tion much  occupied  with  public  business  of  a  dif- 
ferent character,  he  had  thought  very  little  of  the 
convention  itself,  or  of  the  bill  which  had  been 
introduced  for  carrying  it  into  effect.    And  when 
It  was  remarked  by  a  member  of  ihe  committee, 
ihaialawre-enacling  what  he  (Mr.  G.)  supposed 
to  be  already  law,  was  at  worst  but  a  superfluous 
act  of  legislation, and  could  not  therefore  do  harm  ; 
the   remark  seemed   plausible,  and  commanded 
his  assent  for  the  moment.    Perfectly  persuaded, 
however,  that  this  impression  was  incorrect,  and 
that  any   legislation  by  the  House  was  full  of 
mischief,  he   would  submit  a  motion  calculated 
to  try    the   principle  of  the  bill.     He   therefore 
moved  its  indefinite  postponement. 

In  making  this  motion,  he  assured  the  House, 
that  he  was  nol  actuated  by  anything  like  a  spirit 
of  opposition.  He  had  come  into  Congress  witii 
a  perlect  disposition  to  co-operate  with  his  asso- 
ciates of  whatever  political  party,  m  any  mea- 
sures which  might  promote  the  public  weal. 
And  he  indulged  the  hope,  that  now,  when  the 
troubled  night  of  war  had  departed,  and  the  day- 
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of  peac6  again  beamed  on  our  land,  there    to  give  them  validity,  but  because,  by  the  Consti- 

,^uld  be  at|  least  a  short  interval  of  calm  and  '  tution,  puhlic  revenue  can  only  be  disbursed  id 

j^shine,  m  Iwhich  all  could  work  cheerfully  and  ]  consequence  of  regular  appropriations.    But  there 

moniousl^  together.  was  a  later  precedent,  directly  in  point,  and  which 

n  aiterap{ing  to  show  the  impropriety  of  the    some  gentlemen  might  be  disposed  to  regard  with 

I,  Mr.  G.  Hvouid   endeavor,  if  possible,  not  to  ;  greater  reverence.     In  the  convention  which  was 

>4ad  upon  Ae  ground  consecrated  by  party  pre-  '  concluded   between    the   United   States  and   the 

ice.     He  {believed  it  was  not  necessary  for  his    First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic,  there  was 

uraent  loj  lay  d 


own  any  principles  in  relation  ,  an  article  stipulating  that  captures  made  on  either 
the  effec^  of  a  treaty  constitutionally  made,  j  side  should   be  restored.     The  French  ship  Ber- 
ii»t  be 


it  might 


conceded  as  correct  by  the  an-    ceau  iiad  been  captured  by  us  long  before,  and  by 


nt   champlioos  of  the  party  which   now   held 
;..<  governna:ent  of  the  Union.    It  would  no  doubt 
recollectejl,  that  a  vehement  contest  about  the 
jicacy  of  tlie  British  Treaty  had  taken  place  in 
e  House  oi  Representatives,  at  an  early  period 
our  Fedeiral  Government.     He  could  not  un- 
take  to  speak  confidently  of  the  opinions  of  all 
0  look  part  in  that  controversy,  (for  it  was  a 
ig  while  since  he  had  read  the  debate,)  but  he 
feuieved  ihe^great  point  in   contestation,  was  the 

^ure  of  ih^  obligation  on  the  House  of  Repre-  |  aid  of  supplemental  legislation. 

natives  to-'  make  appropriations  in  conformity 

iihe  treaty.     One  class  of  politicians  (and  he 

'  leved   tht>m   right,)  considered   it  as  a  moral 

ligation  w^ich  could  only  yield  to  obligations 

a  pararamjnt  kind.     The  other  class  of  poli- 

|j'ians  viewed   it  as  an   obligation  of  discretion 

Mly.  which-left  the  House  a  full  right  to  judge 


the  laws  of  the  land  had  become  the  absolute 
property  of  the  nation.  No  act  of  Congress  was 
passed,  none  was  supposed  necessary,  to  enable 
the  President  to  transfer  this  property  of  the  na- 
tion to  the  French  Republic.  The  treaty  was 
deemed  law  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
then  President  (Mr.  Jefferson)  caused  the  Ber- 
ceau  to  be  restored  according  to  ihe  treaty. 

Mr.  G.  was   perfectly  aware  that  treaties,  like 
other  laws,  might  be  so  made  as  to  require  the 

Such,  however, 


_.  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  the  treaty, 
ijhere  coula  not  have  been  a  serious  difference 
(•(opinion  ar^ong  tlie  wise  and  able  men  of  either 
:|je,  wheth'^r  a  treaty  constitutionally  made, 
^  *'"n  a  subjeict  fit  for  a  treaty,  was  or  was  not  a 
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lk|r;  to  be  executed  by  the  Executive,  expounded 
M  the  Judiciary,  as  other  laws  made  in  other 
jtems,  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  The 
frrds  of  ihjtt  instrument  were  too  precise  to  ad- 
ij/tof  rational  doubt.     ••  This  Constitution,  and 


was  not  the  case  with  the  convention  referred  to 
in  this  bill.  A  remark  was  yesterday  made  by  a 
gentleman  from  Georgia.  (Mr.  Fohstth.)  de- 
signed to  show  that  this  convention  needed  such 
auxiliary  legislation  ;  but,  on  reflection,  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  remark  was  nut  well  founded. 
The  gentleman  observed  that  the  convention  stip- 
ulated only  for  an  equality  of  duties  in  certain 
cases,  upon  importations  in  British  and  American 
vessels,  without  specifying  whether  this  equality 
was  to  be  produced  by  raising  the  rates  on  Ameri- 
can vessels,  or  depressing  those  on  British  vessels. 
It  will  be  found,  however,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the 
treaty,  in  this  respect,  executes  itself.  We  have 
laws  fixing  the  rate  of  tonnage  on  American  ves- 
sels, and  the  duties  on  importations  in  them.  Oth- 
er laws  prescribe  that  additional  rates  and  duties 
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'tfhe  laws  oF  the   United  States,  which  shall  be    shall  be  imposed  in   the  case  of  foreign  vessels, 
fiiade  in  pui^jiuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,    A  treaty  is   then  made  with  Great  Britain   pre- 
r  which  sWall  be  made  under  the  authority  of    scribing  that   her  vessels  shall    be  subject  to  the 
e  United  iStates,  shall  be   the  supreme  law  of  i  same  rates  and  duties  as  are  levied  on  American 
le  land. "-»Art.  G,  part  2d.    "  He  the  (President)    ships.     As  this  treaty  is  a  law  of  the   land,  it 
^lall  lake  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe-    should  be  construed   precisely  as  any  otiier  law. 
'Ij^ied." — Ait.  2d,  sec.  3d.  "  The  judicial  power    Suppose  the  stipulations  were  contained  in  an  act 
t^iall  extenj  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  aris-    of  Congress,  then,  upon   the   principle   that   the 
•ij[ig  under  Ibis  Constitution,  the   laws  of   the  '  subsequent  acts  repeal  so  much  of  the  prior  acts 
"i^anited  Sta*es,  and  the  treaties  made,  or  which  i  as  is  inconsistent  with  them,  the  effect  assuredly 
'fliall  be  maile.  under  their  authority." — Art.  3.  I  is  to  except  British  ships  from  the  operation  of  the 
^«c.  2,         i  laws  affecting  foreign  vessels  generally.     What- 

That  it  WHS  never  supposed  necessary  to  im-  ever  your  duties  may  be  in  regard  to  American 
ft  a  legisUtive  sanction  to  a  treaty,  in  order  to  '  bottoms,  the  same  duties  are,  by  the  treaty,  made 
i>|st  it  with  i'very  attribute  of  a  law,  was  further  to  apply  to  British  ships. 
"Sinced  by  rhe  uniform  practice  of  our  Govern-  Mr.  G.  said  that  these  observations  were  de- 
^]^nt  under  different  Administrations.  Notwith-  signed  to  prove,  and.  in  his  judgment,  did  prove, 
rjjinding  the  British  Treaty  contained  various  :  that  the  bill  was  unnecessary.  This,  however, 
j^«|)visions  of!  a  commercial  character,  no  act  of  '  was  but  introductory  to  the  position  which  he  had 
lOngress  w;>s  passed  to  carry  them  into  effect,  advanced,  that  the  bill  was  of  a  dangerous  and  in- 
|ie  sole  legislation  which  took  place  was  an  act  jurious  character.  In  a  Government  of  laws,  it 
iking  appjopriaiions   for  the  pay  of  the  Cora-    was  always  to  be  desired  that  those   who  were 


ssioners  tu  be  appointed  under  the  treaty.    This  •  called  on  to  obey,  and  those  who  were  appointed 
s  done  precisely  upon  the  same  principles  as  '  to  expound  the  national  will,  should  not  be  per- 
plexed and  embarrassed   by  superfluous  regula- 
tions.    But  there  were   prominent   and   especial 
evils  following  from  an  unnecessary  legislation 


Y- appropriation  is  made  to  defray  the  expenses 
trending  tl»e  execution  of  other  laws;  not  be- 
^kQse  the  irf>aty  or  the  laws  require  such  sanction 
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in  regard  to  treaties.    The  power  of  makino;  them, 
said  Mr.  G..  is,  by  the  Constitution,  vested  in  the 
President,  calling  to  his  aid  the  counsel  of  the 
Senate.     If  this  power  be  so  exercised  that  the 
treaty  can  execute  itself  what  is  the  effect  of  an 
unnecessary  law  enacted  for  its  execution  ?      1  o 
the    thouahtless  and    superficial   it   might  seem 
merely  an  encroachment  upon  the  prerogative  of 
the  Executive,  and  this  might  not  be  deemed  an 
evil  very  much  to  be  dreaded  by  the  friends  of 
political  freedom.     But,  in  fact,  it  is  not  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  power  of  the  Executive;  it  is  a 
diminution  only  of  his  responsibility.     The  law 
confers  no  additional  validity  on  the  treaty;  it  is 
altogether  inoperative,  except  as  an  implied  sanc- 
tion of  the  terms  of  the  treaty.     The  President 
is  answerable  for  making  a  bad  compact;  but, 
under  the  form  and  pretence  of  enlarging  legisla- 
tive power,  a  shield  is  to  be  interposed  between 
him  and  the  public  censure. 

Besides,  if  the  precedent  be  established  that  a 
treaty  must  be  legislated  into  validity,  an  obliga- 
tion   is  imposed   upon  the  Legislature,  and  every 
branch  of  it,  to  make  the  provisions  of  the   law 
conform  strictly  to   the  stipulations  of  the  trea- 
ty.    In  other   words,  the  Legislature   must  ex- 
pound the  treaty.     It  is  easy  to  point  out  some 
strikin'T  absurdities  which  would  result  from  this 
doctrin'e,  though  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  all  that 
will  arise  from  it.     Let  us  suppose  a  complex 
treaty,  in  the  exposition  of  parts  of  which  there 
i«  an   honest  and  important  difference  of  opinion 
between   the  two   branches   of   the  Lesislature. 


What  is  to  be  done?  Ordinary  difference  ot 
opinion  which  cannot  be  removed,  and  where 
co-operation  is  necessary,  may  be  adjusted  by 
compromise.  But  on  this  subject  compromise  is 
impracticable.  The  sacrifices  required  to  be  mu- 
tually made  are  not  of  opinion  on  a  question  of 
expediency,  but  of  conscience  on  a  matter  of 
right.     Each  is  bound  by  the  highest  of  obliga- 


But  one   would  suppose   that  a  stronger  argu- 
ment to  prove  the  danger  of  this  legislative  en- 
actment of  a  treaty  could  not  be  afforded,  than  is 
to  be  found  by  attending  to  the  course  which  has 
been    pursued  on  this  bill.     Not  to  dwell  upon 
the  singular  absurdity  of  one  of  the  amendments 
which  It  has  been  thought  necessary  to  incorpor- 
ate into  it;  an   amendment  which   declares  this 
bill  a  law  twenty  days  before  it  is  or  can  become 
a  law  under  the  Constitution,  the   House  is  per- 
plexed in  discussing  the  meaning  of  various  pas- 
sages  in  the  treaty  admitted   to  be  ambiguous, 
and  for  the  correct  interpretation  of  them  is  re- 
ferred by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign  Relations— to  what?     To  information  offi- 
cially laid  before  it?     To  authentic  documents' 
in  its  possession  ?     No  ;  the  House  is  referred  to 
a  correspondence  between  the  negotiators  of  the 
twonations. which  thegentleman  (Mr.  Forsyth) 
tells  us  has  been  laid   before  the   Senate;  and  a 
part  of  which  he  reads  from  a  paper  printed  (as 
he  also  informs  us)  for   the   use  of  the  Senate. 
For  what  purpose  was  this  correspondence  laid 
before  the  Senate  ?     Assuredly  it  must  have  been 
to  aid   them  in   understanding  the   treaty  before 
they    should    give   advice  as    to   its  ratification. 
But  the    House    of    Representatives,    although 
bound  to  aid  in  legislating  the  treaty  into  opera- 
tion, and  in  framing  a  law  which  shall  conform 
to  its  precise  meaning;  and  though  greatly  em- 
barrassed to  divine  his  meaning  in  consequence 
of  the  vagueness  of  the  treaty,  is  left  to  act  with- 
out the  benefit  of  this  necessary  information,  ex- 
cept it  be  of  such  fragments  as  may  be  doled  out 
by  the  bounty  of  the  Senate,  or  picked  up  by  the 
industry  or  good  fortune  of  its  members.     If  this 
House  have  to  expound  the  treaty,  it  is  entitled  to 
the    possession    of  every    document    which    can 
throw  lightupon  its  meaning.     It  cannot  be  called 
on  to  act.  and  be  denied  the  means  to  act  with 
intelligence.     These  means,  there  is  but  one  au- 


,ons  to  expound  the     r  It    ace o  ding  ^o  the  Te:    I'heniirand  Constitutional  mode  of  laying  before 
11°°  of  i"  iVamers.     If,  in^  this  expo'^sition,  they  |  us._  J^hey  --t  ^b^e^,offic;ally^  ^.Trrian^ 


..^ - ,  .        '  t[>7 

cannot  agree,  the  treaty  cannot  be  expounded, 
the  legislative  sanction  cannot  be  given,  and  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation  must  be  broken. 

Again,  it  must  be  admitted,  for  the  Constitu- 
tion is,  on   this  particolar.  clear  and  imperative, 
that  the  judicial   power   shall  apply  to  all  cases 
arising  under  a  treaty,  and  of  necessity  in  its  ap- 
plication to  such  cases  must  expound  the  treaty. 
How  is  this  judicial  power  to  be  exercised  when 
the  courts   who  are  invested  with  it  shall  not 
agree  to  the  correctness  of  your  exposition  ?     Are 
they  to  be  bound  by  your  exposition  ?     If  so,  then 
their  power  is  not  applied  to  cases  as  they  arise 
under  the  treaty,  but  as  they   arise  under  your 
statute.     If  they  are   not  bound  by  your  exposi- 
tion, then  your  act,  instead  of  vivifying  the  treaty, 
is  itself  a  dead  letter.     If  they  sacrifice  their  con- 
sciences toadoptyour  construction,  they  do  not  ex- 
ercise judicial  power  on  the  treaty  ;  if  they  do  not 
makethissacrifice,  but  exerciseihe  judicial  power 
which  the  Constitution  gives  them,  then  you  have 
a  law,  and  a  Constitutional  law,  which  your  own 
tribunals  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  disregard. 


the  House,  in  respecting  them,  will  show  a  want 
of  respect  for  itself. 

Mr.  G.   concluded,  by  remarking   that  if  the 
House  should  concur  with   him   in  the  opinion 
that  the  convention  was  complete  in  itself,  and 
needed  no  legislative  aid  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
they  ought  to  be  exceedingly  cautious  in  setting 
a  precedent  which  was  calculated  to  mislead  and 
embarrass.    Although  no  immediate  injury  might 
result  from  the  act  in  this  case,  other  than  the 
delay  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  the  meaning 
of  this  treaty,  yet  immense  inconveniences  might 
flow  from  following  such  a  precedent,  in  cases  of 
more  complexity.     As  the  bill  was  a  departure 
from  the  established  usage  of  the  Government- 
unnecessary,  and  likely  as  a  precedent  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  mischief  hereafter— he   believed  the 
wise  and  safe  course  was  to  decline  acting  fur- 
ther upon  it.  .        ,  .  J  .u 

Mr  Wright  said,  he  hoped  and  trusted  the 
amendment  proposed  to  this  bill  would  not  be 
adopted.  The  bill  had  for  its  object,  he  said,  the 
establishment  of  an  uniformity  of  the  impost  and 
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^fDoage,  as' well  as  of  the  drawbacks  on  articles 
ll^e  growth^  produce,  or  manufacture  of  His  Bri- 
innic  Mausty's  territories  in  Europe,  imported 
iMto  any  ottibe  ports  of  the  United  Slates.     Tbe 
itoendmeoi; proposes  to  limit  the  importations  by 
•ilding.  "  diireetly  from  the  territories  aforesaid." 
The  treaty^'in  its  terms,  may  include  the  indirect 
1^  well  as  t!ie  direct  trade,  and  has  been  ratified 
/^  tbe  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
tint  of  tlie  ^enate,  and  has  become  the  supreme 
MW  of  tbe  Iwd.    This  treaty  is  a  compact  between 
reat  Britar^n  and  the  United  Slates.     The  Bril- 
Parlianunt  has  no  power  but  to  pass  laws  to 
rry  treatits  into  effect — the  King  has  the  sole 
wer  of  making  ihem  ;  and  here  the  President 
d  Senate.'  have  the  power  of  the  King,  from 
ihence  resiflts  the  impropriety  of  our  attempting. 
'  a  law  to  ;:arry  the  treaty  into  effect,  any  addi- 
ns    to    thL;   treaty.     We    have    no    diplomatic 
wer.     If  [here  in  any  ambiguity  in  any  article, 
S,  who  re4)resent  only  one  of  the  parties,  have 
)  power  t|)  bind  the  oiher  parly  by  any  act  or 
jnstruciioi^  ;  that  can  be  effected  only  by  an  ex- 
natory  aiucle  made  by  the  agents  of  both  par- 
s.     Sir.  ^u  any  cuntestaiion  about  the  treaty 
d  its   iru^  import,  this  amendment,  if  adopted, 
uld  not  b4  con^sidered  as  part  of  the  instrument, 
e  treaty  is  a  record,  and  like  all  others,  can  be 
I'ed   only   by   itself.     I  ask,   if  the  Judiciary,  in 
iMpoundiugihis  treaty,  were  to  be  of  opinion  iliat 
;iacluded  liiie  indirect  as  well  as  the  direct  trade, 
lat   woulc^  be    the  operation    of  the    proposed 
endment.-^f  adopted  ?     It  certainly  would   be 
"       ^  thi 
of  in 


isidered  3^  the  act  of  but  one  party,  as  having 
opt-ratii 


the  case,  a   work  therefore,  of 


ererogat»un. 


1 


lii  Whole,  ^n  the  bill  toauihori 
iRuch  law>|of  the  United  State 


j|Vlr.  Gas-^on  having    moved  to   postpone  the 
lijther  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely — 
jlfhe  bill  t^asj  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tucker,  laid 
(M  the  table' 

^\WS  OFjTHE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBL\. 

"The  Hou.'ie  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

ize  a  subscription 
tes  as  relate  exclu- 
sively to  iheJDistrict  of  Columbia, 
tgftie  bill  vfas  zealously  supported  byMr.  TccK- 
ffiand  oppi|>ed  by  Mr.  Wright  and  others. 

iPa  moiioij  of  Mr.  Can.non,  the  number  of 
c  n)ies  propo;'ed  to  be  subscribed  for  (one  thou- 
J  fid)  was  rt-'duced  to  three  hundred. 

,The   bill  Having  been   reported   to  the  House, 
s  ^e  furthei*discu5sion  took  place  on  it. 
33n  the  quistion  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read 
ihird  timi?^  there  were,  for  the  bill  44.  against 
fe4.  -i 

po  the  bili  was  rejected. 

jMr.  PiCKi)H3   then  adverted    to  the  miserable 

tern  of  j^jrisprudence,  by  which  this  territory 

s  ruled,    composed    of  the    laws  of   Virginia 

jone  sid«,':and  Maryland  on   the  other  side  of 

river,  as^  they  stood   tifceen  or  twenty  years 

the  people  of  the  District  being  deprived  of 


weighty  occupations  to  examine  and  reform  tbe 
judicial  system  of  the  District,  raored,  in  sub- 
stance, 

«•  That  the  Committee  on  the  Diatricl  of  Columbia  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  employing 
a  suitable  person  to  prepare  a  code  of  jurisprudence  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  for 
their  adoption." 

Mr.  Tucker  moved  that  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee be  substituted  for  the  District  Committee, 
as  well  because  he  desired  the  aid  of  other  talents 
on  this  subject  than  of  the  chairman  of  the  Dis- 
trict Committee,  (meaning  himself)  as  because 
that  committee  had  already  as  much  business  be- 
fore them  as  they  would  be  able  to  despatch, 
especially  if  they  met  with  no  belter  encourage- 
ment from  the  House  thau  had  attended  his  ex- 
ertions this  day. 

Mr.  Tucker's  motion  to  amend  was  agreed  t« 
by  a  small  majority  ;  and.  thus  amended,  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Pickens  was  agreed  to. 


{  iK  advantages  of  subsequent  amendments  made    turned  to  them. 


Mo.NDAY,  January  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Mary- 
land, W^iLLiAM  Pi.nknev;  from  Virginia,  John 
Ra.noolph  ;  and  from  Tennessee,  William  G. 
Blount,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seals. 

Mr.  Hulbert  presented  a  petition  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Boston  Glass  Manufactory,  praying 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  afford 
to  the  manufacturers  of  gla.ss,  the  security  and 
encouragement  necessary  to  the  continuance  of 
their  manufactures. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  a  petition  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  cotton  and  woollen  cloth,  in  the 
counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  and  Hampden, 
in  the  State  of  Maissachusetts,  praying  that  the 
duties  at  present  imposed  on  all  cotton  and  wool- 
len fabrics  imported  from  foreign  countries  may 
be  increased ;  that  the  importation  of  cotton 
goods  from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  may  be  prohibited  ;  that  American  cotton 
and  woollen  fabrics  may  be  exclusively  used  for 
the  Army  and  Navy  ;  that  the  existing  duty  on 
foreign  indigo  and  olive  oil  may  be  repealed  ;  and 
that  a  National  Bank  may  be  established. 

Mr.  Law  presented  a  similar  petition  from  sun- 
dry manufacturers  of  cotton  goods  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  JoHNdON,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Lexington  White  Lead  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, praying  that  a  duty  of  six  cent^  per  pound 
may  be  imposed  on  white  lead  imported  from 
foreign  countries. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  petition  of  the 
manufacturers  of  tobacco,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  that  the  act  laying  duties  on  man- 
ufactured tobacco  may  be  repealed,  and  that  the 
bonds  which  they  have  entered   into  may  be  re- 


■  these  Sta;;es;  and,  after  remarking  on  the  in 
lity  of  Congress  to  devote  time  from  more 


Mr.  Ki.NG,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Cowan,  and  other?,  manufac- 
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tnrers  of  salt  on  the  seacoast  of  North  Carolina 
praying  that  the  direct  tax  imposed  upon  their 
Establishments  may  be  remiiteci,  as  their  works 
have  been  de.stroyed  by  high  water,  and  that  be 
duty  on  a  quantity  of  sa  t  which  was  also  de- 
stroyed, may  be  also  remitted.-Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Murfree  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  re- 
questing the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  from  that  State,  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavours to  prevail  on  the  General  Government 
to  open  a  direct  outlet  to  the  ocean  for  the  waters 
of  the  Albemarle  Sound.-Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals.  ^^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsboroogh.  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was 
in«tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  re- 
nealin<r  the  4ih  and  6th  sections  of  an  act  passed 
at  thelast  session  of  Congress,  entitled  *An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
establishment,"  or  of  exempting  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  said  sections,  vessels  whose  business 
is  confined  to  the  bays  and  rivers  oi  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof,  and  are  not 
employed  in  the  carriage  of  the  mail. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  re«Tulate  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
according:  to  the  Convention  of  Commerce  with 
Great  Britain-the  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr  Gabton  topostponethe  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Forsyth   said  that  the  motion  for  an   in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bill    made  by  the 
ccntleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gaston.) 
rested  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  not  necessary  ] 
to  legislate  upon  tbe  subject  of  the  convention^ 
Mr   F    presumed  that  It  was  not  the  intention  ot 
eentleraen  to  enter  into  the  investigation  of  the 
extent   of  the   treaty-making   power,  or   of    the 
nature  of   the  obligation  imposed   by   a    treaty 
when  made.     He   could   not  suppose  it  was  in- 
tended  to  rake  up  the  ashes   of  the  dispute  on 
that  question  in   the    year  1795.     The  Constitu- 
tional principle  had  been  settled  so  far  as  it  de- 
pended upon  the  Representatives  of  the  peopl^eat 
that  period  on  the  first  treaty  with  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment  which   had    been    concluded    after    the 
adoption  of  ib«   Constitution.     By  referring  to 
the  journals  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  it 
would   be  found,  that  the  principle  establtshed 
was,  "that  when  a  treaty  stipulates  regulations 
'  on'any  of  the  subjects  submitted  by  the  Consti- 
'  tution  to  the  power  of  Congress,  it  must  depend 
'  for  its  execution,  as  to  such  stipulations,  on  a  law 
'  or  laws,  to  be  passed  by  Congress."     The  recol- 
lection of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
was,  therefore,  not  faithful,  when  he  supposed 
the  doctrine  of  that  day  confined  the  power  of 
Congress,  in  the  execution  of  treaties,  to  cases 
of  appropriation  only.     The    rule  was  general, 
and  applied  to  all  cases,  without  distinction,  over 
which  power  was  specially  given  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  the  legislative  department.     This  gene- 
ral rule,  since  that  period,  has  been  uniformly 


and  consistently  observed.    In  the  execution  of 
the  British  Treaty,  no  law  was  passed  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  memorable  dispute  already  alluded  to, 
but    one    appropriating    money  ;    but    the  cause 
mi<»ht  be   discovered   by  referring  to  the  treaty 
Itself     None  of  its  provisions  were  inconsistent 
with  the  existing  laws.     Subsequently,  however, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  provide  by  law  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the   19th  article.     By  this 
article  it  was  stipulated,  that  when  one  party  was 
a  belligerent,  and  the  other  a  neutral  Power,  to 
prevent  injury  to  the   properly.  <tc.,  of  the  neu- 
tral upon  the  ocean,  from  the  improper  conduct 
of  the  captains  and  crews  of  private  armed  ves- 
sels, the  owner  and  master  should  give  bond  and 
security  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  or  three 
thousand   pounds,  according  to  tbe  size  of  the 
vessel  and  the  number  of  her  crew,  to  answer  for 
the  injuries  which  might  be  sustained  by  such 
misconduct.     When  the  auasi  war  was  author- 
ized against  France,  the  President  was  empow- 
ered to  grant  commissions  to  private  armed  ves- 
sels •  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty  was  embodied 
,n    the    act    of  Congress.     The  same    provision 
was  made  in  nearly  the  same  words,  in  the  war 
aeainst   Tripoli,     the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  regulated  by  the  same  rule  in  their 
legislative  acts  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  with 
Spain.     An  appropriation  law  was  passed  to  p«y 
the  necessary  expenses.     This  was  all  that  was 
then  deemed  necessary.     But  the  lOth  article  ol 
the  treaty   intended  to  provide  for  the  case  ot 
vessels  of  either  nation,  forced  by  distress  into 
the  ports  of  the  other.     The   condition  of  the 
treaty  wa^  dictated  both  bv  policy  and  humanity. 
It  was,  that  the  goods  thus  forced  under  the  pro- 
tection of  either  of  the  contracting  parties  should, 
jf  landed,  be  reloaded  and  carried  away,  without 
the  payment  of  the  customary  duty  either  on  the 
vessel  or  cargo.     No  act  was  passed  uniil  the  case 
actually  occurred.     Sometime  during  or  before 
the  year   1804,  the   Spanish    brigantine   Nancy 
came  into  Norfolk  in  distress.     In  order  to  give 
to  her  owners  the  benefit  of  the  treaty  stipula- 
tion  It  was  deemed  necessary  to  pass  an  act  re- 
mitting the  duties  in  that  particular  instance  and 
providing   that  they  should  not    be   payable  in 
similar    instances    in    future.     The    treaty   with 
France  in  1801  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman   from    North    Carolina,    (Mr.  Gaston.) 
By  referring  to  the  appropriation  act,  passed  in 
consequence  of  the  ratification  of  that  treaty,  it 
will   be  found    to   contain  a  declaration    ot  the 
obligation  to  return  ve-sels  captured  during  the 
war  according  to  the  condition  of  the  conven- 
tion.    Mr.  F.  presumed  that  this  was  supposed  a 
sufficient  authority  for  the  delivery  of  the  Ber- 
ceau  by    the  President,   in  performance   of  the 
condii.Jns  of  the  treaty.     The  statute  book  was 
full  of  examples,   but  none  were  more  decisive 
than  those  founded  upon  the  cession  of  Lomsi 
ana  to  the  United   Stales  by   France   '°     803. 
Although   France  ceded  it  to  the  United  S^at^, 
and   of  course  governed  ^^y.^^e.r  laws  so  tar  as 
they  were  applicable  to  its  situation,  at  that  tinfte 
t  was  deemed  most  expedient  to  pass  an  act  to 
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and  colhci  duties  on   imports  and  tonnage    His   Britannic   Majesty's  European   domioioas. 

thin  the  fiid  territory.     In  this  act  provision  |  Mr.  F.  said  it  was  somewhat  extraordinary  that 

I  is  made  t<  secure  to  French  and  Spanish  ships  [  it  should  be  doubted  in  this  country  whether  the 

1^  commencial  advantages  which  were  promised  ;  House  of  Representatives  were  authorized  to  act 

«  one  of  tli^  conditions  of  the  cession.     But  this  ;  upon  a  subject   which,  in   England,  would   have 

IMs  not  all;  In  the  year  1800.  an  act  was  passed,    required  the  interposition  of  the  House  of  Com- 

^owing  drawback  of  duties  on  goods  exported     mons.     He  did  not  intend  to  draw  any  argument 

^im  the  Ujiited  States  to  New  Orleans,  being  a    from  the  resemblance  of  the  two  Governments- 

eign  por(.     Although    the  reason   of  this  act    the  Executive  power,  including  its  authority  to 

jid  ceased, and   it  might  have  been  considered  j  make  treatie.-*.  was  more  limited  than  in  Great 

kiealed  bytthe  transfer  of  this  port  to  the  Uni-    Britain.     Yet  in  Great  Britain,  this  very  treaty 

^   States,  U  was  supposed  necessary  to  repeal    will  require  an  act  of  Parliament  before  it  can 

fc^e  act  by  aa  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  1803.         be  carried  completely  into  efTect ;    an  act  which 

f^Louisiani,  too,  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  ■  some  of  us  will  live  long  enough  to  see.     This 

i^t  by  treaty  stipulation,  but  by  an  act  of  Con- !  was    the   ordinary  course  in    that  country.     At 

"'"ss.  in  performance  of  the  obligation  imposed  i  some  of  the  most  remarkable  periods  in   British 

''•  -  history,  instances  had  occurred.     A  commercial 

Mr.  F.  sa&l  that  no  difference  was  made  by  the  !  treaty  was  ne^tiated  between  France  and  Eng- 

-nslitutiou  between  treaties  with  foreign  Pow-  ,  land,  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht ;  it  was  nut  car- 

,  and  treaties  made  with  the  Indians  within  ,  ried  into  effect,  because  the  House  of  Commons 

?e  territorial  limns  of  the  United  States.     The  !  rejected  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Ministry  to 

i^e  had  betjn  extended  to  them.     Without  enu-  j  alter  the  commercial  and  revenue  laws  according 

Ijierating  tl^e  particular  cases,  he  could  refer  to  |  to  the  compact  between  the  two  nations.  In  the 
5  arrangen.ent  which  had  been  made  with  all  i  year  1786,  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  those 
j(ri  Indian  nribes  with  whom  we  had  entered  j  nations,  was  carried  into  effect  by  an  act  of  Par- 
yo  compacts — that  crimes  committed  by  whites  liaraent,  framed  according  to  its  stipulations, 
|*on  Indiaixs,  within  the  Indian  territory,  should  Mr.  F.  said,  that  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
i.«  punisheU  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  17th  August,  1S15,  which  he  had  taken  occasion 
^ence  had«'  been  committed  upon  a  citizen  of  j  to  read   to  the  House  a  day  or  two  before,  was 

tje  United  States,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  some  founded  upon  an  act  of  Parliament,  passed,  as  he 
^trict  of  t|ie  United  States.  This  engagement  |  had  understood,  for  the  express  purpose  of  ena- 
id  been  complied  with,  so  far  as  it  could  be  '  bling  the  Prince  Regent  to  conform  the  existing 
Implied  \»*ith,  by  the  Government.  Prosecu-  j  regulations  of  commerce  to  the  treaty  which 
j|ns  had  bkn  instituted  against  those  who  had  '  might  be  made  by  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
,i8n  accusil  of  such  offences,  Mr.  F,  did  not  I  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  m  the  discussion 
member  of  any  punishments;  but  this  was  not  I  of  the  principles  of  which  they  were  then  en- 
>re   fa,ult  ok  the   Government.     These   prosecu-    gaged.     The  Order  in  Council,  like  the  act  upon 


sns  were,  iiowever,  commenced,  not  upon  the 
^aty,  but  upon  the  law,  made  in  consequence  of 
■^  treaty  epgagemeni.  These  remarks,  Mr.  F. 
sted.  woiild  satisfy  the  House,  that  the  course 
pposed  to*  be  pursued,  in  relation  to  the  late 
veniiun  Jvith  Great  Britain,  was  perfectly  in 
4ison  witlijthe  practice  in  all  former  cases,  and 


which  It  was  founded,  was  to  continue  in  force 
until  six  weeks  after  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment. Within  these  six  weeks  after  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  the  necessary  provision  will,  no 
doubt,  be  made  by  the  competent  authority  in 
the  ordinary  mode. 

The   gentleman    from    North   Carolina   (Mr. 


\ 


tcitified  by.  the  rule  upon  which  that  practice  Gaston)  had  advanced  a  singular  opinion,  that 
||d  been  lolinded.  The  only  difference  between  I  by  exercising  the  power  of  passing  laws  to' give 
&te  present^  and  former  cases  was,  that  in  this  j  effect  to  treaties,  you  diminish  the  responsibility 
vV|se  the  corivention  stipulates  advantages  to  Brit- 1  without  diminishing  the  power  of  the  President 
^:ti  vessel?,  ivhich  cannot  be  enjoyed  without  an         "   ""  --      - 

eration  eg"  the  system  of  revenue,  and  repeal 

existing  Ijiws.  Some  gentlemen  had  imagined 
^ It  the  law',  of  the  last  session,  on  the  subject  of 
<  ->criminaii|ig  duties,  contained  all  the  necessary 
I  ^)visions  t(;  meet  this  contract  between  the  two 
'  i*intries.  iThis  was  a  mistaken  opinion.  The 
I  iMT  of  the  I^st  session  repealed  our  discrimina- 
I  *g  duties  on  tonnage,  «3cc..  of  foreign  vessels, 
.'  ,jd  on  goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels,  upon  a 
'  edition  w'lich  has  not  happened,  tliat  is  :  that 
5^  abolition,  of  ai/  the  discriminating  duties,  so 
i'^  as  they^were  injurious  to  the  commerce  of 
ti?  United  States,  should  have  taken  place  in 
tfi^t    foreign    nation   to  which    the    vessels  and 


Af)ds  shouiri  belong.  The  treaty  between  this 
<||intry  and  Great  Britain  stipulates  an  abolition 
<«;  discriminating   duties   only  in' the    ports   of 


and  Senate.  Mr.  F.  could  not  conceive  how  a 
check  upon  the  exercise  of  any  authority  could 
diminish  the  responsibility  of  the  person  to  whom 
it  was  grauied.  It  was  certainly  true,  when  Con- 
gress passed  acts  according  to  the  provision  of  a 
treaty,  they  declared  to  the  people,  it  was  better 
to  perform  the  stipulations  it  contained,  than  to 
violate  the  faiih  of  the  nation,  which  had  been 
pledged  by  the  Constitutional  authority.  But  if 
Congress,  from  a  conviction  that  the  rights  of 
the  people  had  been  wantonly  surrendered  or  the 
national  honor  tarnished  by  treaty,  should  refuse 
to  pass  the  laws  necessary  for  its  execution,  the 
President  and  Senate  would  feel,  what  they  can 
feel  in  no  other  way,  the  responsibility  under 
which  their  power  is  exercised. 

It  had  been  said,  that   treaties   are   the  taw  of 
the  land.     It  is  so  printed  in  the  margin  of  the 
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article  of  the  Constitution  to  which  the  gentle- 1  have  been  the  intention  of  the  parties.    If  the  cai- 
man (Mr.  Ga8ton)  had  referred,  and  it  seemed  '  eolation  of  advantages  was  to  govern  the  construe 


to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  law  and  treaty  were 
convertible  terras.  If  this  idea  is  correct,  the 
distinction  taken  between  acts  of  appropriation 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  treaties,  and  other  legisla- 
tive acts  to  carry  them  into  effect,  is  unnecessary. 
The  Constitution  says,  that  money  shall  not  be 
drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  unless  appropriations 
are  previously  made  by  law.  But  a  treaty  being 
\  law,  an  appropriation  may  be  made  by  treaty. 
But,  Mr.  F.  said,  the  object  of  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  was,  to  declare  the  supremacy  of 
the  Constitution,  acts  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
and  treaties  made  or  to  be  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  over  the  constitu- 
tions and  laws  of  the  States,  The  relative  force 
or  effects  of  treaties  and  laws  was  to  be  collected 
from   the    whole  charter;  from    the  nature  and 


lion,  the  amendments  ought  not  to  prevail.     It 
had  been  suggested  by  the  gentlemen  from  Vir- 
ginia and   Louisiana,  that  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  bound  to  France  and  Spain,  might  reach 
the  port  of  destination,  and  finding  a  bad  market 
raignt  choose  to  go  to  England  in  seachof  a  bet^ 
ter.     Gentlemen  asked  if  such  vessels  were  to  be 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  this  treaty.     Mr.  F. 
said,  he  was  not  able  to  speak  with  precision  and 
certainty  on   this  subject,    but,  according  to   his 
present  impressions,  he  believed  that  a  vessel  un- 
der such  circumstances  would  be  considered  as 
engaged  in  the  trade  between  France  or  Spain 
and  Great  Britain,  and  not  in  the  trade  between 
the  United   States  and  Great  Britain.     Mr.  F. 
apologized    for    this   digression    from    the  ques- 
tion, and   concluded  by  reserving  to  himself  the 


dependence  of  its  parts — from  the  objects  over  1  privilege  of  entering  more  fully  into  the  exam 
which  treaties  and  laws  severally  operated — and  I  ination  of  the  treaty-making  power,  if  it  should 
from  the  intention  of  the  people  by  whom  the  1  be  made  necessary  by  the  discussion,  which  had 
power  of  making  them  were  granted,  and  lor  !  been  so  uuprofitably  and  unnecessarily  com- 
whose  benefit  they  are  to  be  exercised.    But.  Mr.  j  menced. 

F.  said,  the  examination  of  these  topics  would  '  Mr.  Barbour  said,  the  bill  now  before  the 
require  him  to  enter  further  into  the  Constitu- '  House  proposed  to  regulate  the  commerce  be- 
tional  question  than  he  wished  or  intended  to  go.  |  tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  ac- 
For  the  present  he  would  content  himself  with  !  cording  to  the  convention  concluded  on  3d  July, 
the  expression  of  the  general  proposition  upon  i  1815;  a  motion  had  been  made  for  its  indefinite 
the  basis  of  which  the  bill  had  been  reported,  i  postponement ;  and  the  reason  assigned  for  that 
Whenever  a  treaty  contains  anything  contrary  |  motion  was,  that  the  convention  itself  was  con- 
to  the  Constitution,  it  is  void  ;  whenever  it  con-  i  elusive  upon  the  subject,  without  the  aid  of  any 
tains    anything   contrary    to    existing    laws,    the  \  legislative  act. 

laws  must  be  repealed  by  Congress  before  the  j  The  question  then,  said  he.  which  this  motion 
engagement  can  be  complied  with  ;  because  the  !  presents,  is,  whether  legislation  upon  the  subject, 
Coiislitution  can  be  altered  only  by  the  Consti-  be  or  be  not  an  act  of  supererogation;  it  will  be 
tional  mode  of  amendment.  A  law  can  be  re-  j  my  endeavor  to  prove  that  it  is  not;  in  other 
pealed  only  by  the  authority  which  enacted  il.  i  words,  I  shall  attempt  to  maintain  this  proposi- 
Mr.  F.  said,  although  the  question  respecting  the  '  lion,  that  whenever  a  treaty  operates  upon  a  sub- 
propriety  of  the  amendments  made  in  Commit-    ject.  which,  like  the  present,  is  amongst  the  enu 


tee  of  the  whole  House,  was  superseded  by  the 
motion  of  indefinite  postponement,  he  hoped  to  be 
indulged  with  a  few  observations  in  reply  to  some 
suggestions  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 
(.Mr.  RoBERTdON  ;)  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tuck- 
er ;)  and  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gaston.) 
He  was  not  conscious  of  having  committed  any 
impropriety  in  referring  to  documents  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  suppose  infor- 
mation was  less  valuable  in  one  form  than   in 


merated  powers  of  legislation,  delegated  by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress — that  in  such  case,  the 
assent  and  co-oper.ition  of  Congress  are  nece?'- 
sary  to  give  effect  to  such  treaty,  by  the  passage 
of  a  law.  in  compliance  with  its  stipulations. 

The  correctness  of  this  proposition  depends 
upon  the  proper  construction  of  the  Constitution 
'  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  legislative 
and  treaty-making  powers.  It  is  from  thissource 
mainly,  that  both  the  opposers  and  the  advocates 
another.  He  had  not  taken  his  construction  of  '  of  this  bill  attempt  to  derive  support, 
the  treaty  from  the  correspondence  he  had  quoted,  j  If  I  understand  the  argument  of  its  opposers, 
but  from  the  instrument  itself,  and  he  could  not  it  amounts  in  substance,  to  this — the  Constitu- 
see  the  irrationality  or  irregularity  of  referring  tion,  say  they,  gives  to  the  President  and  Senate 
to  such  documents  for  the  confirmation  of  an  j  the  right  of  making  treaties,  provided  two-thirds 
opinion  previously  formed.  From  the  gentleman  j  of  the  Senators  present  concur;  and  it  declares, 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston)  he  certainly  |  that  treaties  when  thus  made  shall  be  the  supreme 
did  not  expect  observations  of  the  character  I  law  of  the  land.  Now  this  treaty  has  been  rati- 
which  had  dropped  from  him,  as  he  had  been  i  fied  in  the  mode  prescribed  ;  it  is  therefore  the 
informed  that  they  agreed  in  opinion,  upon  the  i  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  what  is  already  the 


construction   of  that  article  of   the  convention 
which  had  been  the  source  of  discussion. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  not  induced  to  offer  the 
amendments  to  the  Committee,  by  a  belief  that 
such  a  construction  Was  advantageous  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  simply  because  he  believed  il  to 


supreme  law,  can 


derive  tio  additional  validity 


from  any  other  law. 

But,  sir,  in  what  does  this  supremacy  consist? 
Is  it  in  a  superioriiv  over  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States?  The  Constituiion 
itself  answers  to  this  question,  that  it  is  not;  for 


I 
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1  ^vill  be  se^n  that  the  same  clause  which  de- 
c  [ires  treati^^  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  asso- 
c  >tes  wuh  ihem  the  Constiiution  and  laws  of 
I  4  United  States;  it  throws  the  three  into  one 
c;  <|ss,  and  declares  that  the  whole  class,  to  wit: 
t  i  CoDstim;lion  of  the  United    States,  the  laws 

0  ijlhe  United  States,  and  treaties  made  under 
a  i^ir  authority,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
T  ^d — supreue  over  what  ?  The  next  paragraph 
a  ;^<.wers  the  question,  by  declaring,  that  the  judges 
c'- every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any- 
t  ijng  in  the  constitution  or  law  of  any  State  to 
t  i|  contrary^  notwithstanding.  It  is  obvious,  that 
t  \t  supremacy  is  a  term  of  relation  to  the  States  ; 

1  1»  United  States,  and  its  Constitution,  laws 
a  rJ  treaties,  are  put  in  competition  with  the 
{  i4ites  and  tneir  constitutions  and  laws;  and  aS 
1  Jespects  the  latter,  the  former  are  declared  to 
1:  r^supreme ;  but  there  is  no  graduation  of  supe- 
r  i.vity  between  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  trea- 
i  :i  of  the  Uviiied  States  as  amongst  themselves. 
1  [i|is  doctrine  of  supremacy,  then,  has  no  intiu- 
e^«e  upon  the  present  question. 

l^ut  gentlrmen  who  oppose  the  bill,  contend, 
iKi  the  power  of  making  treaties  is  given  in  gen- 
ep.l  terms;  uhere  is  no  exception  of  the  subject- 
r.^atter  of  th(-,  treaty,  therefore  it  is  included  ;  and 
cviistquently.  that  the  treaty-making  power  is 
cbinpetent,  (Sf  itself,  to  give  complete  effect  to 
tM^ty  stipulations  upon  the  subject  of  commerce, 
'(i^huut  le?iJative  aid. 

pf  there  were  no  other  part  of  the  Constitution 
\t4ich  had  k  bearing  upon  this  question,  there 
•v^-Juld  be  more  solidity  in  the  argument ;  but 
t^fre  are  oihsr  imjKiriant  provisions  of  the  Con- 
[iution,  wh'.ch  have  direct  relation  to  the  ques- 
and  It  is  indispensable  toa  just  construction 
that  instcument  that,  they  be  taken  together, 
this  is  tl'.e-universal  rule  for  the  construction 

at  a  just  inter* 
must   not  take 


lall  instruments,  that,  to  arrive 


^taiion  of  their  meaning,  you  ^.«^»   ««»  >.», 

jia'ed  partu,  but  the  whole  instrument  together 

ifhe  prupiiety  of  this  rule  of  construction,  so 

jsonable  u>  itself,  will  be  proven,  I  think,  beyond 

(iijestiou,  by;  the  comparison    which  I  am   about 

Sraake  between  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
ich  confefs  the  treaty-making  power,  and  those 
ts  of  the  iarae  instrument  which  relate  to  the 
isialive  p^)wer;  from  this  comparison,  it  seems 
me  necf^sarily  to  result — that  the  grant  of 
lativf  power,  quo  ad  the  subject  graoted, 
t  operat^  some  limitation,  some  check  upon 
treaty-milking  power ;  or  otherwise,  the  par- 
t  ijion  between  the  different  branches  of  the  Gov- 
t  Jimentwilhbe  broken  down;  ihewhole  character 
(  .the  Government  will  be  essentially  changed  ; 
t,  lU  the  treafty-raakmg  power,  like  Aaron's  ser- 
1  fit,  will  sv^allow  up  the  rest.  Having  made 
tvsegeneraj  remarks,  in  relation  to  the  limitations 
I  checks  i^pon  the  treaty-making  power,  I  will 
beg  leave  to  apply  them  to  the  immediate 
before  u.,. 
*rhe  Constitution  declares,  that  all  legislative 
er  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  Congress  ; 
.'H  Congress  have  heretofore  passed  laws  regula- 
5?  the  com«nerce  between  the  United  Slates  and 


Great  Britain.  The  treaty  stipulates  an  altera- 
tion, a  repeal  of  those  regulations  ;  now  if  the 
treaty  be  construed  to  be  conclusive  upon  the  sub- 
ject, without  any  act  on  the  part  of  Congress,  must 
It  not  be  -seen,  that  here  is  at  once  legislative  pow- 
er exercised  by  a  branch  of  the  Government  other 
than  Congress?  This  proposition  cannot  be  de- 
nied, unless  It  be  contended  that  the  repeal  of  a 
law  IS  not  an  act  of  legislation  ;  I  apprehend  it 
cannot  be  necessary  to  prove  this  proposition. 
But  let  us  apply  this  doctrine  more  closely  to  the 
question  before  us.  The  Constitution,  after  de- 
positing with  Congress  the  Legislative  power 
therein  granted,  proceeds  to  define  that  power ; 
among  other  parts  of  the  enumeration  is  this: 
••  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations."  Now,  sir,  this  bill,  both 
in  its  provisions  and  its  title,  professes  to  regulate, 
and  does  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain.  Here,  then,  is  a 
power  expressly  given  to  Congress;  and  yet,  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrine  now  contended  for.  it  may 
be  exercised  by  the  President  and  two-thirds  of 
the  Senators  who  may  be  present,  without  the  aid 
of  Congress.  Mark  the  difference.  Congress  ii 
composed  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives; the  treaty-making  power  of  the  President 
and  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present ;  take  from 
Congress  the  regulation  of  commerce  and  give  it 
to  the  treaty-making  power,  and  you  entirely  ex- 
clude from  that  important  power  all  that  branch 
of  the  Government  which  represents  the  people 
directly.  Can  this  construction  be  correct  ?  If 
it  be,  It  must  be  upon  the  principle,  that  one 
part  of  the  Constitution  alone  is  to  be  consulted, 
whilst  other  parts  of  the  same  instrument  are  to 
be  disregarded  ;  for,  take  them  together,  and  if 
there  be  any  meaning  in  words,  it  is.  that  as  to 
commerce.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
It ;  which  cannot  be,  if  another  brancii  of  Govern- 
ment have  power  to  cliange  that  regulation,  with- 
out consulting  or  needing  the  co-operation  of  that 
body. 

See.  sir,  to  what  consequences  this  doctrine  will 
lead;  if  the  treaty-making  power  may  regulate 
commerce  without  the  sanction  of  Congress,  then 
the  same  Power  may  declare  war  without  the 
sanction  of  Congress ;  because  the  very  same 
Constitution  which  gives  Congress  the  one  power 
givesthemtheother  ;  and  if  they  may  be  deprived 
of  one,  by  parity  of  reason,  thty  may  be  deprived 
of  the  other.  And  yet.  sir,  1  believe  no  gentle- 
man has  met  this  part  oi'  the  argument  by  affirm- 
ing that  the  nation  can  be  involved  in  war  by 
treaty  ;  they  have  seen  that  such  a  doctrine  would 
carry  them  too  far ;  that  it  would  go  to  the  ex- 
tent of  justifying  a  treaty  of  alliance  offensive 
and  defensive,  which  might  involve  us  in  all  the 
calamities  of  war,  by  entangling  us  in  European 
contests  ;  when  it  is  distinctly  understood  to  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  Constitution,  that  this 
nation  should  never  be  involved  in  war,  but  by 
the  voice  of  the  immediate  Representatives  of  the 
people:  this  is  the  great,  the  safe  guarantee,  that 
war  will  never  be  undertaken  but  for  some  great 
national  object,  when,  and  when  only,  the  peo- 
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pie  will  go  with  their  Representatives.     But  this  ' 
doctrine,  if  true,  does  not  stop  here;  it  goes  further,  , 
it  will  justify  a  treaty  stipulation  to  sup|)ly  a  sub- 
sidy, and  will  thus  violate  that  part  of  the  Con-  ' 
stitu'.ion  which  declares  that    no  money  shall  be  j 
drawn   from  the  Treasury,  but  by  an  appropria-  I 
tion  made  by  law.     Sir.  it  goes   one  step  further 
yet ;  it  would  justify  the  subsidy  of  which  1  have 
just  sj)oken,  without  limitation  as  to  lime,  though 
the    Constitution    expressly    declares,    that  even 
Congress  shall  not  make  an  appropriation  lor  the 
support  of  armies  for  more  than  two  years. 

Now,  sir,  the  criterion  by  which  to  test  a  posi- 
tion is,  to  trace  it  to  its  con.sequences  ;  if  it  leads 
directly  to  such, as  even  its  author  cannot  defend, 
there  is  no  principle  in  logic  clearer  than  that 
such  a  position,  though  it  may  be  specious,  is  not 
solid.  I  am  persuaded  that  no  member  will  go 
the  length  of  maintaining  the  position,  which  I 
have  been  examining,  in  the  consequences  to 
which  I  have  pursued  it;  by  this  rule,  then,  they 
must  give  up  the  position  itself. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  shown,  then,  that  although  | 
the  grant  of  the  treaty-making  power,  is  in  words  | 
not  limited  in  themselves,  yet.  a  just  construction  | 
of  the  Constitution  affixes  to  it  these  two  kinds  I 
uf  limitation  ;  first,  that  nothing  can  be  done  by  I 
treaty,  which  the  Constitution  decldre>  shall  not  j 
be  done;  secondly,  that  whenever  the  subject  of  | 
a  treaty  is  one  of  the  powers  delegated  to  Con- 
gress, that  then  the  assent  and  co-operation  of! 
Congress  are  necessary  to  give  it  effect,  by  pass-  i 
ingalaw  in  conformity  with  its  stipulations.  And 
this,  sir,  is  the  doctrine  for  which  1  contend,  ! 
whilst  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represen-  j 
tatives  I  disclaim  all  pat licipation  in  the  negoti-  j 
ating  and  makiuga  treaty.  i 

Tiie  member  from  Georgia  has  shown,  by  a  ' 
minute  research  into  the  practice  of  the  Govern-  | 
ment,  that  it  accords  with  the  construction  for  j 
which  I  have  contended  ;  I  rely  upon  this,  as  a  | 
strong  additional  proof  of  the  propriety  of  that  I 
construction. 

A  reference  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  the 
argument  to  the  practice  under  the  British  con- 
stitution. I  know,  sir,  that  this  constitution  is  in 
itself  but  a  succession  of  precedents  ;  1  know  that 
there  are  many  predominant  differences  between 
the  British  and  American  constitutions;  but  there 
are  also  some  points  of  analogy  :  and  perhaps  few 
stronger  than  that  in  the  treaty-making  power; 
10  each  country,  it  is  confided  to  the  Chief  Exe- 
cutive Magistrate,  with  this  difference,  tliat  in  the 
United  States  the  Senate  are  associated  with  the 
President.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  treaty- 
making  power  in  Great  Britain  resides  in  the 
King,  yet  it  appears  from  the  various  instances 
cited  by  the  member  from  Georgia,  to  winch  I 
will  add  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783.  between 
that  country  and  the  United  States,  that  even  in 
Great  Britain,  tiie  treaty-making  power  is  so  far 
limited  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  lay  treaties  be- 
fore Parliament,  and  to  ask  their  aid  in  making 
appropriations  (or  carrying  them  into  execution  ; 
but  if  this  results  in  Great  Britain,  from  the  power 
which  the  House  of  Commons,  without  any  wrii- 
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ten  constitution,  have  claimed  and  established,  of 
holding  the  purse  of  the  nation,  the  argument 
certainly  applies  with  increased  force  here,  where, 
by  the  express  provision  of  a  written  constitution, 
the  snbjeci  u[)on  which  this  treaty  operates  is 
among-t  the  powers  delegated  to  Congress. 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  answer  one  argument, 
wliicii  seems  to  be  so  much  relied  on.  on  the  other 
side,  as  to  be  considered  in  itself  almost  decisive 
of  the  question  in  their  favor.  It  is  said,  tliat  we 
have  conceded,  that  the  President,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  rnay,  without  that  of  Congress, 
make  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  that  this  is  in  effect 
giving  up  the  argument;  because,  as  it  require.s 
a  law  of  Congress  to  declare  war.  and  a  Treaty 
of  Peace,  upon  our  own  concession,  may  termi- 
nate that  war.  here  is  at  once  an  example  of  a 
treaty  repealing  a  law.  The  answer,  sir,  is  this: 
the  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to 
declare  war,  but  it  does  not  give  them  the  power 
to  make  peace;  it  would  have  been  idle  to  have 
given  such  a  power.  To  put  this  idea  in  a  strong 
light,  let  us  see  what  would  be  the  language  of  a 
law,  enacting  peace.  Be  it  enacted.  4cc.,  that 
there  shall  be  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  But  tlie  enemy,  I  will  suppose, 
doesnotchoose  to  be  at  peace, notwithstanding  our 
law  ;  therefore,  ihe  war  would  continue.  It  is 
thus  out  of  our  power  alone  to  make  peace;  but, 
it  is  not  out  of  our  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce; It  is  true,  that  we  could  not  regulate  it 
in  British  ports;  but  we  could  regulate  it  in  our 
own  ports,  both  as  to  American  and  British  vessels 
without  their  consent.  The  difference  then  be- 
tween a  Treaty  of  Peace  and  a  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce, is  this:  the  one  touches  a  subject  which 
can  only  be  operated  on  by  treaty  ;  the  other  em- 
braces a  subject  which  may  be  regulated  without 
treaty. 

This  question,  sir,  occurred  in  the  discussion 
upon  tlie  British  treaty,  in  1795 ;  it  was  then  very 
ably  discussed  ;  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  the  ideas 
I  have  thrown  out.  1  have  glided  into  some  of 
those  ur^ed  on  that  occasion  ;  my  apology  is, 
that,  upon  the  recurrence  of  the  same  question,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  fall  in  some  degree  into  the 
same  train  of  argument.  I  conclude,  by  express- 
ing  my  hope  that  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  GoLO  commenced,  with  congratulating  the 
House  upon  the  favorable  auspices  under  which 
the  highly  important  Constitutional  question,  in- 
volved in  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, was  presented  /or  determination.  The  an- 
gry passions  of  war  had  subsided  ;  party  feelings 
in  a  great  degree  hushed  to  silence,  and  the  pub- 
lic mind  in  a  state  of  tranquillity,  propitious  to 
fair  inquiry.  He  added,  the  question  is  not  em- 
barrassed with  any  difficulty  or  diversity  of  opin- 
ion on  the  point,  whether  the  treaty  is  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  for  as  to  that  all  concurred,  and 
hence,  the  mere  principle,  under  the  Constitution, 
IS  pre>enied  to  the  judgment  uf  liie  House.  But, 
although  the  treaty  in  question  is  not  tube  affected 
by.  this  determination,  a  more  important  ques- 
tion, in  its  effect  upon  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
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(piled  Stains,  a pon  the  peace  of  the  country. '  iog  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitution  ?  The 
[ion  the  character  of  the  Govern meni,  has  hardly  measure  may  not,  from  the  uninteresting  provisions 
[ilsen    undt^  the  Coustituiion.     Mr.   G.  asked,  '  of  the   treaty  and  general  acquiescence,  produce 

fiat  is   lhe;object  of  the  bill?  what  the  evil  to    immediate  evil, and  for  ihatcausedoes  not  awaken 

k  remedied  ?     A  mere  direction  to  the  custom-  ,  alarm  ;  but  the  precedent,  in  other  times  and  un- 

pluse  to  cofiform  the  impost  on  British  tonnage    der  different  circumstances,  cannot   fail   to  pro- 

\  the   rate'ion   American   vessels  and    cargoes,    duce  consequences  most  pernicious  to  the  peace 

f.ych    is  thi- ohject.  an  object  which   may  be  at-    and  welfare  of  the  United  States.    Who  does  not 

^oed  by  \.\ri  provision  of  a  single  p;iragraph  of    discern  the  signs  of  the  times?  who  is  so  indif* 

llfree  lines  rand  ytt,  sir,  what  is  the  form  of  the     ferent  to  what   is  passing  before  his  eyes,  as  not 

ll  before  tiie  House  for  this  purpose?     It  con-  ,  to  see  which  are  the  weaker  departments  of  the 

ins  ail  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  embodied  in  i  Government,  and  from  which  encroachments  are  . 

je  form  of,  in  act  of  Congress.     Is  it  possible  to    to  be  apprehended  ? 
Kistake  thef  object  of  the  bill  in  this  form,  a  form        "Treaties  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,'' 
ky  much  bri«ader  than  the  professed  end  to  be  at-  i  is  the  language  of  the  Constitution.     This  ian- 

jintd,  ihar/  the  evil   to  be  remedied  ?     Is  it  not    guage  is  strong  and  emphatic  ;  and  how  it  is  to 
>n  that  ttof  bill  submits  to  the  House  the  whole    be  satisfied  by  the  construction  or  rule  ot  the  ad- 

rms,  the  e.itire  merits  of  the  treaty,  and  neces-    vocates  of  the  bill,  has  not  been  shown.     On  the 

•ily  impo'iis  on    the   House  a  consideration  of    very  face  of  this  measure,  we  perceive  that  the 
whole   -.cope  and  merits  of  the  instrument,  !  treaty  can  only  become  a  law  when  united  and 

^e  whole  (ield  of  the  negotiation,  in    the  same    combined  with  an  act  of  Congress. 
»|annpr  as  jf  it  were  a  common  subject  of  legis-         It  has  been  denied,  thai  the  Constitution  makes 
'  uion  ]    F(#r  ihi.s  it  is  confidently  submitted,  that  ,  a  treaty,  standing  disjunctively  and  alone,  the  law 
precedent  will   be  found  either  in  the  memo- '  of  the  land,  because  the  sentence  includes  with 

ible  treaty  with  the  same  nation,  negotiated  by     treaties  the   Constitution  and  acts  of  Congress. 

Ir.  Jay,  oif  in  any  other  act  in  the  history  of  the  ,  The  terms  are.  •'  this  Constitution,  and  the  laws 
jAovernmeot.  If  an  appropriation  be  required  to  I  '  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made  in 
^^rry  into  vffect  a  treaty;  if  a   direction   to  the     "  pursuance    tht-reof;    and   all    treaties    made,  or 

;iistom-hoijse  be  intended,  why  not  give  it.  and    "  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 

.Mere  stay  your  hand?  Do  not  embody  the  treaty  '  United  Stales,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
1^1   an   aciuf  Congress  for  a  solemn  precedent.  [  '  land;"  adding,  what  resulted  necessarily  from 

E^'-'aring  to  ihe  world  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  j  the  provision,  that  State  judges  should  be  bound 
e  treaty,  but  an  act  of  Congres>.  that  creates  |  thereby.  This  provision  presents  three  distinct 
e  law  wall  fort-ign  nations,  and  fixes  the  nicas-  and  independent  sources  of  law — the  Consiitu- 
f^lre  ot  obedience.  It  cannot  be  mistaken,  he  re-  lion,  acts  of  Congress,  and  treaties — each  stand- 
ibeated,  tha,i  the  bill,  in  the  form  adopted,  submits  i  ing  on  its  own  Constitutional  ground,  single  and 
Ho  this  Hofise.  for  its  judgment,  the  merits  of  the  i  alone,  unaided  by  the  other ;  a  treaty  requiring 
I  treaty  ;  to  Jipprove  or  disapprove,  to  give  or  with-  \  no  more  the  aid  ol  an  act  of  Congress  to  its  valid- 
l^old  assent;  upon  the  exercise  of  legislative  dis-  ity,  than  an  act  of  Congress  does  that  of  a  treaty. 
*irelion,  asj  on  ordinary  acts  of  Congress,  to  the  I  If  m  any  case,  certainly  not  the  present,  an  act  of 
jwreaty's  go»;ig  into  effect.  Certainly,  the  authors  Congress  be  required  in  execution  of  a  treaty,  not 
if  this  biir'do  not  present  it  to  Congress,  sitting  to  its  validity,  the  duty  is  imperative  on  Congress 
fs  a  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  act  an  humble  rain-  \  as  much  as  it  i>  the  duty  of  the  Judiciary  depart- 
•^terial  pan.  to  become  a  mere  instrument  of  regis-  raent  to  hear  and  give  judgment  on  an  act,  and 
|^ry.     No,  {£ir.  such  an  appeal  would  degrade  the    of  the  Executive  to  cause  the  sentence  to  be  ex- 

!^dy,  woutd  destroy  its  attributes,  and  reduce  it  I  ecuted. 
,rom  the  eievated  station  assigned  it  by  the  Con-  ■      It  ha.^  been  said  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
4lilulion.     The  positions  of  the  honorable  mem-     Virginia.  (Mr.  Bahbolr,)  that   the  operation  of 
|t;er  from  Qtorgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth.)  who  reported    the  above  provision  is  on  the  constitutions  and 
\  iind  here  dj'fends  the  bill,  the  authorities  he  cites  '  laws  of  the  separate  States,  in  making  a  treaty  a 
S|n  his  sup[:ort.  all  go  to  show  that  the  treaty  is    law  in   relation  to  them,  but  not  so  as   to  the  le- 
jjubmitied,- by  the  bill,  to  the  discretion  of  Con-    gislative    power   of  Coogre.'s.      I   can    perceive 
'  gress.     Th<at  honorable  gentleman  cites,  for  au-  i  nothing  in  the  Constitution  to  justify  this  partial 
.^hority,  examples   in    the   British  Parliament,  of    and  stran;^e  construction,  and    it   is   not  a  little 
iireaties  btrng  defeated,  by  the  refusal  of  the  Com-    diflBcult  to  conceive  bow  a  treaty  can  beconoe  a 
■  nions  to  ccrjicur  in  the  requisite  acts  to  carry  them     law  in  one    place  and   not  another;  how  it  can 
[^nto  effect,  founded  on  the  ground  of  disapproba-  '  bind  the  States  severally  as  a  law,  and  not  the 
yjion  of  the  merits  of  the  treaty.     Mr.  G.  added.    United  Stales.     The  same  honorable  .entleraan 
I  that  he  dej>recated  the  influence  of  such  example^    attempted  to  sustain  the  authority  t)l  Congress  to 
jijpon  the  proceedings  of  a  Government  founded    interfere  with  commercial  treaties,  on  the  provis- 
ion a  writiijn  Constitution,  ol  distinct  departments    ion  in  the  Constitution  which  gives  to  Congress 
l^nd  divided  powers,  and  he  should  be  wanting  to    the  general  power  to  regulate  commerce,  insist- 
iis  duty,  i\   he  did   not  enter   his  solemn  protest  j  ing  that  tliis  power  could  not  be  inlringed  or  un- 
gainsl  th$;  doctrine  thus  pressed  upon  the  House.  |  paired  by  the  treaty-making  power. 
'"or  wbat^sir,  is  to  be  the  consequence,  but  a  sub-        If  this  be  the  Constitution,  we  are  poor,  indeed, 
•-making  power,  and  uproot- '  in  the  authority  of  the  President  and  Senate,  in 
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the  treaty  department ;  for  commerce  is  the  great 
field  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  Government ; 
and  at  no  remote  period  it  may  well  be  imagined, 
that  that  fieid  will  be  so  occupied  by  legislative 
regulations,  as  to  leave  little,  very  little,  for  a  com- 
mercial treaty  tooperate  upon.  But, as  the  rule  was 
applied  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  legisla- 
tive power  may  supe  sede  the  stipulations  of  a 
subsisting  treaty  on  the  subject,  under  the  power 
of  reeulaiing  commerce,  because  it  is  a  Constitu- 
tional power,  and  not  subject  to  treaty  stipula- 
tions; and  although  an  act  confirmatory  of  the 
treaty  may  have  been  passed,  the  same  body,  in 
the  exercise  of  this  unalienable  power  of  the  Con- 
stitution, may  repeal  it. 

In  the  application  of  this  principle,  the  honor- 
able member  insists  that  an  act  of  Congress  is 
necessary  to  reduce  the  impost  on  British  tonnage 
to  that  of  American  tonnage,  conformably  to  the 
treaty;  that  an  act  cannot  be  abrogated  or  an- 
nulled, without  a  repealing  act  for  the  purpose. 
If  this  be  so,  what  has  become  of  the  most  iiu- 
portant  act  this  Government  ever  passed — the  act 
declaring  war  agaiust  Great  Britain,  passed  in 
June,  1812?  Is  it  yet  in  force  for  want  of  a  stal- 
tute  repeal,  or  did  it  not  fall  under  the  operation 
of  the  treaty-making  power?  Tlie  case  leaves 
no  escape;  tlie  power  to  declare  war  is  exclusively 
in  Congress  ;  the  act  for  that  purpose  most  event- 
ful, and  its  abrogation  by  the  treaty  without 
question. 

Is  it,  then,  any  longer  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
the  treaty  in  question  is  competent  to  modify  the 
tonnage  duty  on  British  shipping?  If  it  be  not, 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  looked  in  vain  lor  any  operation 
or  effect  of  the  treaty  power;  the  very  provision 
is  subverted,  and  the  terras,  'supreme  law  of  the 
land,"  a  dead  letter.  For,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  very 
definition  of  "  law,"  as  ''  a  rule  of  action,"  as  as- 
signing to  each  and  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity his  duty,  cannot,  in  its  necessary  applica- 
tion under  the  treaty,  fail  to  reach  and  fix  the 
duty  of  the  custom-house  officer  on  the  point  in 
question.  If  it  fall  short  of  this,  ilie  provisions  of 
the  treaty  are  no  more  than  propositions  or  pro- 
jects for  Congress  to  adopt  or  reject,  at  dis- 
cretion. 

Mr.  HoPKiNsON  said,  that  not  anticipating  that 
this  bill,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table  but  yes- 
terday, would  .so  soon  be  called  up  for  discu.ssion, 
he  had  not  given  thai  reflection  to  it,  which  was 
necessary  lor  an  argument  on  its  principles. 
Such  thoughts  and  suggestions,  however,  as  had 
occurred  to  him  on  the  moment,  he  would  offer 
to  the  House  with  all  possible  brevity,  and  a  sin- 
cere wish  that  he  had  been  able  to  give  more 
consideration  to  their  matter,  and  a  better  shape 
to  their  manner.  The  gentlemen  who  press  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  said  he,  seem  to  take  a  range 
of  observation  lar  wider  than  the  subject,  and  to 
travel  over  ground  not  necessary  now  lo  be  ex- 
plored. The  subject  itself  offers  matter  enough 
for  consideration,  and  of  sufficient  importance  too 
to  deserve  the  undivided  attention  of  the  House. 
Their  ingenuity  has  been  exerted,  and  their  im- 
agination put  into  action,  to  create  and  combine 


cases  of  supposed  treaties,  which  would  require 
the  aid  of  the  House  to  carry  them  into  effect, 
and  which  must  be  submitted  to  its  power  and 
control.  That  cases  may  occur,  and  surely  that 
cases  may  be  imagined,  in  which  this  House 
might  find  itself  exceedingly  embarrassed  by  a 
treaty  made  by  the  President  and  Senate,  cannot 
be  denied;  but  is  the  case  now  before  us  of  that 
description  ?  Does  anybody  feel  the  least  reluc- 
tance to  have  the  convention  go  into  operation? 
Does  anybody  say  its  provisions  are  of  a  kind  to 
require  any  aid  from  us  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution, as  where  money  is  required,  or  some  col- 
lateral assistance,  before  the  treaty  can  be  con- 
summated by  performance?  Why,  then,  shall 
we  fret  and  embarrass  ourselves  with  possible 
cases  of  difficulty,  when  we  are  called  upon  only 
to  decide  one.  in  which  there  is  no  difficulty? 
The  cases  put  are  all  of  an  extreme  kind,  from 
which  it  is  seldom  safe  to  draw  an  argument. 
When,  however,  they  shall  occur,  they  will  be 
met  by  the  House  with  proper  firmness  and  dis- 
cretion ;  on  a  full  view  of  all  its  rights  and 
duties,  as  regulated  by  the  Constitution,  conscien- 
tiously performing  the  latter,  and  assuming  no 
more  of  the  former  than  it  is  entitled  to.  But 
let  us  leave  those  cases  until  ihey  do  occur: 
'Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 

The  question  now  before  the  House  is,  "  Shall 
this  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed?"  and  I  would 
presume,  that  if  it  can  be  shown  that  it  is  utterly 
unnecessary  and  useless;  that  it  can  produce  no 
sensible  effect;  that,  when   passed,  it  will   leave 
its  subject-matter  precisely  as  it  found  it.  there  is 
reason    enough    shown    why    it   should    not    be 
passed.     It  is  surely  unbecoming  the  wisdom  and 
dignity  of  this  body  to  be  gravely  enacting  nuga- 
tory laws;  or,  as  some  of  the  gentlemen  have 
termed  this,  harmless  law.     The  enactment  of  a 
law  can  never  be  without  consequences,  for  if  the 
law  itself  means  nothing  and  does  nothing  as  a 
law,  it  must  injure  the  reputation  of  the  body 
enacting  it.     This  brings  me  then  directly  lo  the 
question,  do  the  gentlemen  who  insist  upon  this 
bill  believe  that  it  is,  in  any  manner,  necessary  to 
the  validity  of  the  convention  to  which  it  refers? 
Does  that  convention  require  such  a  law  to  give 
It  force  and  effect?     Are  we  to  put  the  finishing 
hand  to  it,  without  which  it  is  a  dead  letter?     It 
asks  no  appropriation  of  money;  it  requires  no 
collateral  or  extrinsic  act  to  be  done  to  enable  it 
to  live,  and  move,  and  execute  its  functions.     If 
It  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  it  does  of  it- 
self all  that  IS  necessary  for  its  full  consumma- 
tion; and  it  it  be  not  the  law  of  the  land,  what 
is  it?     If  it  be  anything  it  m  everything.     This 
treaty  has  been  made,  ratified,  and  exchanged  by 
the  President  and  Senate,  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  Constitution.     Are  gentlemen  willing  to 
say.  that,  notwithstanding  this,  it  still  requires  our 
concurrence  or  confirmation   to  give  it  life  and 
validity.     Is  it  no  longer  a  treaty  if  we  shall  re- 
fuse our  concurrence? — for  it  is  manifest  that  if 
our  refusal  will  not  destroy  it,  our  concurrence 
cannot  help  it.    It  is  one  indivisible  act,  and  its 
coDsequeuces  are  equally  indivisible.     I  have  aa 
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superable .'objection  to  following  gentlemen  in 
je  discussion  of  points  not  necessary  to  the  full 
dt'rstanding  and   fair  decision   of  the   matter 
fore  us.  ^nd   which   necessarily    lead   us   into 
ated  controversies  and  angry  questions.    When 
e  aid  of  this  House,  by  money  or  otherwise,  is 
lied  for,  i}!  order  to  carry  into  execution   the 
▼  isions.  i)r  some  of  them,  of  a  treaty,  which  it 
all  think  injurious  to  the  important  interests  of 
e  counirv.  and  it  shall  be  put  to  us  to  say,  whe- 
er   we   will  grant   the   required   assistance,  or 
eet  the  consequences  of  a   refusal,  the   House 
ill  doubilr.-^s  take  its  course  with  that  sound  dis- 
etion  and  .leliberate  judgment  which  the  high, 
e  awful  responsibility  of  the  act  will  demand, 
hey  will  endeavor  to  reconcile  their  Constitu- 
Jjnal  obligations  with  the  safety  and  interests  of 
,^e  State.     A  caie  of  this  appalling  shape  and 
'  agnitude  may  be  trusted,  and  must  be  trusted 
ith  the  consciences  of  those  who  may  be  called 
ion  to  decide  it.     Happily,  such  is  not  the  case 
e   are    now  acting   upon.     I,   therefore,  conG- 
nily  brinij  back  the  question  to  the  gentlemen, 
id  wait  their  answer,  how  and  in  what  manner 
d  degree  this  convention  is  to  be  affected   by 
e  adoption  or  rejection  of  this  bill?     What  in- 
ence  will  it  have  upon  the  validity  of  a  con- 
act  thus  made  and  concluded,  ratified,  and  ex- 
^anged  ?     That  the  suhject-malter  of  the  treaty 
i  within  the  treaty-making  power,  can  scarcely 
p  denied.     Nothing  is  affected  by  it  but  the  rate 
'j  duties  tci  b*  paid  by  the  respective  parties  in 
jeir  respe(<tive  ports — as  fair  and  usual  a  subject 
J  national  contracts,  or  treaties,  as  can  be  im- 
S»:ined.     11*  the  President  and  Senate  have  not 
»^jwer  to  make  treaties  of  this  kind,  their  power 
a  mockery;  a  name  without  a  substance;  an 
thorily  \rtth   nothing  upon  which  it  can  ever 
,    t  or  be  exercised.     It  is  contended  by  the  gen- 
.j'eman  from  Georgia,  that  a  treaty  which  affects 
L-'tisiing  laws  upon  a  subject  within  the  peculiar 
<4ower  of  Congress,  cannot  be  carried  into  opera- 
J^on  withoot  the  concurrent  act  of  this   House; 
;|Qd  therefrue.  that,  inasmuch  as  the  imposing  or 
^^moving  of  duties  is  given  by  the  Constitution 
rtpressly  u>  Congress,  a  treaty  cannot  change  a 
fiw  regulating  dulie?  without  the  aid  or  concur- 
•.*nce  of  Congress  in  its  ordinary  mode  of  legis- 
■'ilion.     But  this   proposition   is  doubtless  much 
)o    broad. -and    most   general    propositions  are. 
Vhat  is  nr-yre  cirarly.  decidedly,  and  exclusively 
the  pow^r  of  Congress  than  the  right  of  declar- 
g  war?     This  must  be  done  by  a  law  of  Con 
ress,  and    'an   be  done  in   no  other  way.     Yet 
lis  law  oi    Congress,   made  on   a  subject  thus 
ithin  its  exclusive  power,  may  be  repealed,  and 
_  as  been  repealed,  by  a  Treaty  of  Peace  made  by 
fj^ie   Presidk'nt  and    Senate,  in  the   manner   pre- 
ifc^ribed   by'lhe  Constitution,  without  any  refer- 
\Unce  to  in<  will  ur   pleasure  of  this  House,  any 
V,  ependencij  on   its  authority,  or  any  concurrence 
fi(  its  law."*.     The  treaty  is  duly  made  and  rati- 
c  ed — peacn*  follows — the  war  is  terminated — the 
J  ct  of  Congress  declaring  war,  and  ail  other  acts 
f  n  relation, to  it  repealed,  without  the  least  inter- 
*  erence  of  this   House,  or  its  opinion  upon   the 


subject  being  even  asked  or  attended  to.  A  treaty 
must  be  considered,  as  it  really  is.  a  compact  or 
bargain  between  two  parties,  which,  once  made 
and  concluded  in  the  manner  both  have  agreed 
to  be  binding,  is  no  longer  in  the  power  of  either. 
If,  therefore,  this  convention  has  received  its  rati- 
fication in  the  manner  and  by  the  authority  pre- 
scribed by  our  Constitution  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment, it  is  at  this  moment  a  valid  and  binding 
bargain  between  the  two  nations,  and  no  longer 
rightfully  in  the  power  of  either.  If  this  conven- 
tion has  not  been  so  ratified  ;  that  is,  if  it  has  not 
been  done  in  the  proper  manner  and  by  the 
proper  authority,  it  is  neither  a  treaty  nor  a  con- 
tract, nor  anything  else;  and  yet  we  find  the 
President  has  exchanged  it  with  the  other  Power, 
as  a  thing  done  and  ratified  in  due  form  and  with 
competent  authority;  and  we  find  he  has  pro- 
claimed it  to  the  American  people  and  to  the 
world,  as  a  treaty  made  and  ratified,  and  as  the 
law  of  the  land  to  be  hereafter  observed  and 
obeyed.  Has  the  President  been  premature  in 
all  this,  and  exceeded  (he  Constitutional  limits 
of  his  authority  ?  Let  it  be  remembered,  too, 
that  the  public  promulg^Jtion  of  this  convention 
as  a  thing  done  and  concluded,  as  a  bargain  made 
and  ratified,  as  the  Constitutional  law  of  the 
land,  was  the  first  knowledge  or  intimation  of  its 
nature  or  contents  received  by  this  House.  It 
came  to  us  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same 
lime  it  came  to  every  other  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales.  It  was  communicated  to  the  Senate,  to- 
gether with  all  the  correspondence  and  docu- 
ments relating  to  it,  in  secret;  it  was  examined, 
discussed  and  decided  upon  in  the  Senate  in  secret; 
the  doors  of  the  chamber  were  closed  upon  us; 
we  might  have  knocked,  but  should  have  had  no 
admittance.  Does  this  look  like  an  act  requiring 
our  confirmation  or  aid,  or  on  which  we  are  to  be 
required  to  pass  any  judgment  ?  Call  first  upon 
the  President  to  furnish  you  with  the  necessary 
information  ;  demand  of  him  to  send  you  the 
correspondence  between  the  Ministers  on  this 
subject,  which  we  are  now  to  pass  our  vote  upon. 
All  this  he  did  for  ihe  Senate;  and  if  he  has 
overlooked  us,  let  us  remind  him  of  it  before  we 
proceed  any  further.  But  can  a  treaty  annul  an 
act  of  Congress  ?  Can  it  repeal  a  law?  Why  not  ? 
If  a  treaty  be.  as  the  Constitution  expressly  de- 
clares, a  law  of  the  land,  and  a  supreme  law,  is 
there  anything  strange  or  inconsistent  in  its  re- 
pealing another  and  a  prior  law  ?  But  the  prior 
law.  say  the  gentlemen,  was  passed  and  enacted 
by  the  three  branches  of  t'le  Government;  and 
this  treaty  has  been  made  but  by  two.  And  what 
of  this,  if  the  same  authority,  the  same  Constitu- 
tion, which  gives  the  three  branches  power  to  make 
a  law  in  general  cases,  gives  the  two  brauches  pow- 
er to  make  it  in  this  case.  If  the  Constitution  de- 
clares It  to  be  the  law,  it  must  have  all  the  effect  of 
law.  by  whomsoever  made.  In  the  nature  of  things 
there  cannot  exist  at  ihesameiime, under  the  same 
authority,  two  contradictory,  inconsistent  laws, 
or  rules  of  action.  One  or  other  must  give  way; 
both  cannot  be  obeyed  ;  and  if.  in  this  case,  the 
;reaty  has  no  Coostituiional  supremacy  over  an 
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ordiaary  act  of  legislaiioo,  it  at  least  has  the  ad- 
mitted advantage  of  being  earlier  in  point  of  lime, 
of  being  the  last  Constitutional  expression  of  the 
will  of  ihe  nation  on  this  subject.  Il  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  the  general  power  of  legislation 
is  given  to  Congress  in  one  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  the  special  [)ower  of  making  treaties  to  the 
President  and  Senate  in  another  part;  and  then  the 
acts  of  both,  if  constitutionally  done,  are  declared, 
in  the  same  sentence,  in  another  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and 
placed  precisely  upon  the  same  footing  of  author- 
ity. I  conclude  these  hasiy  undigested  remarks, 
with  repeating,  that  if  gentlemen  believe,  and  I 
have  not  heard  it  denied,  that  the  convention  will 
go  into  operation,  and  is  indeed  now  in  operation, 
without  the  aid  of  the  law  proposed,  it  is  a  suffi- 
cient  reason  why  the  law  should  not  be  passed. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  00,  nays  81. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendments  made  in  Commitiee  of  the  Whole, 
on  which  a  debate  took  place  the  other  day.  The 
object  of  the  atuendraents  was  to  except  from 
the  equalization  of  duties  all  such  British  vessels 
as  do  not  come  direct  from  Europe.  The  amend- 
ments were  negatived  without  a  division. 

Some  other  amendments  were  proposed,  one 
of  which  was  agreed  to,  viz:  to  strike  out  the 
East  Indies  from  the  number  of  exceptions  to  the 
operation  of  the  act. 

The  question  then  having  been  slated,  '"Shall 
the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading?" 

Mr.  G^3 TON  remarked,  that  perceiving  the  gen- 
eral wish  to  come  to  a  conclusion,  on  this  bill,  he 
bad  abstained  from  answering  many  remarks 
which  had  been  made  in  opposition  to  his  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement.  But  as  the  contro- 
versy was  revived  on  the  question  for  engrossing 
the  bill,  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity 
to  rescue  his  opinions  from  misconception,  and 
defend  them  against  the  most  important  of  the 
arguments  by  which  they  had  been  assailed.  In 
ascribing  to  the  convention  the  power  of  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  the  acts  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject of  discriminating  duties  as  was  opposed  to 
Its  provisions,  he  was  supposeiJ  by  geoilemea  to 
cooleod  for  a  supremacy  of  the  power  to  make 
treaties  over  the  power  to  enact  laws.  Some  seem 
even  to  have  imagined,  that  he  exalted  this  power 
of  framing  treaties  over  the  Constitution  iiself. 
His  opinions  were  founded  on  no  such  erroneous 
principle.  He  regarded  acts  of  Congress  formed 
on  subjects  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress, 
and  treaties  formed  on  subjects  proper  for  treaties. 
as  being  equally  laws  of  the  nation,  and  he  claimed 
for  neither  a  superiority  over  the  other.  The 
Constitution  veals  all  the  legislative  powers  which 
it  grants  in  one  organ  of  the  national  will,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stales.  It  vests  the  whole 
of  the  power  of  making  treaties  in  another  organ 
of  the  national  will,  the  President  acting  with  the 
concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  It  defines  what  are  the  legislative 
powers  granted,  because  such  a  definition  was  ne- 
cessary to  distinguish  between  those  delegated  to 


the  General  GoveromeDt  and  such  as  were  re- 
tained by  the  States,  It  does  not  limit  the  power 
of  making  treaties,  because  no  part  of  this  power 
was  to  be  retained  by  the  Slates.  The  entire 
power  therefore  on  the  subject  of  treaties,  which 
sovereign  States,  according  to  the  usages  and  laws 
of  nations,  may  exercise,  unless  where  it  is  restrict- 
ed by  specific  prohibitions  in  the  Constitution,  is 
vested  under  this  general  grant  in  the  proper  de- 
pository. The  Constitution  then  imparts  to  pro- 
per acts  of  the  legislative  authority,  and  also  of 
the  treaty-making  power,  the  character  and  ailri- 
buiesof  "'laws,"  that  is, of  rulesof  action  prescribed 
by  the  sovereign  power.  They  both  derive  their 
efficacy  from  being  Constitutional  expressions  of 
the  will  of  the  nation;  and  where  ihereare  twoei- 
pressions  of  that  will,  which  cannot  stand  together, 
ihe  last  necessarily  abrogates  the  first.  A  law 
may  repeal  a  treaty.  This  was  done  in  the  case 
of  the  Treaty  of  1778,  with  France,  distinctly  re- 
pealed by  an  act  of  Congress.  And  a  treaty  for 
ihe  same  reason  may  also  repeal  a  precedent  act 
of  Congress,  as  must  be  admitted  to  be  the  case 
of  the  treaties  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  and 
the  Regency  of  Algiers,  repealing  the  acts  declar- 
ing war  against  those  nations. 

The  idea  that,  because  the  legislative  power 
granted  to  Congress  is  restricted  to  certain  sub- 
jects, therefore  the  power  to  make  treaties  cannot 
operate  on  these  subjects  without  legislative  aid, 
seemed  to  him  neither  sound  logic,  nor  a  construc- 
tion perraiiiing  the  treaty  po^l^er  to  have  any 
useful  effect.  Neither  a  treaty  of  peace,  of  alliance, 
or  of  Commerce,  can  well  be  made  without  affect- 
ing some  of  these  subjects.  The  first  usually  con- 
tains stipulations  in  regard  to  captures  made  or 
to  be  made,  and  indemnities  for  wrongs  suffered. 
The  last  must  apply  directly  to  the  right  of  regu- 
lating commerce  with  foreign  nations  ;  and  trea- 
ties of  alliance  specify  the  aids  of  men  and  money 
10  be  afforded  m  the  cases  prescribed.  The  power 
therefore  to  make  treaties,  which  the  Constitution 
confides  exclusively  to  the  President,  concurring 
with  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  is  essentially  an- 
nulled by  a  construction  that  requires  a  legisla- 
tive assent,  wlierever  these  treaties  operate  upon 
subjects  which  are  the  usual  well  known  and  le- 
gitimate subjects  of  treaty.  For  certainly  the 
discretionary  power  of  assenting  to  or  dissenting 
from  any  instrument,  and  thereby  giving  or  re- 
fusing it  efficacy,  is  essentially  the  power  to  make 
it.  And  if  this  construction  obtain,  treaties  may 
be  said  to  be  prepared  by  the  President  and  Sen- 
ale,  but  they  can  be  made  only  by  Congress. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  conceive  that  the  opinions  he 
had  expressed  were  liable,  when  properly  under- 
stood, to  the  criticism  which  had  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour;) 
they  did  not  involve  the  inconsistency  of  permit- 
ting an  act  of  the  entire  Legislature  to  be  repealed 
by  the  will  of  a  part  only  of  that  Legislature. 
The  nation,  either  in  the  enaction  of  laws  or  in 
the  making  of  treaties,  is  always  the  agent.  It  is 
the  will  of  the  nation  which  operates  in  both  in- 
stances— though  the  expression  of  this  will  is 
I  made  througa  distinct  organs  to  which  the  fuoc- 
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liiDs  are  res^iectively  confided.  Perhaps,  too,  it  will 
)jf,  found  that  there  are  salutary  checks  provided 
;ifjain«t  an  erroneous  expression  of  this  will,  in 
iStJc  one  cas^.  as  in  the  other.  To  acts  of  legisia- 
(j|)n,  the  concurrence  of  the  President  isnot  indis- 
Moyable.  Two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House 
«l  Represejiiatives  can  make  laws  without  his 
^•i.  In  th^  formation  of  treaties  he  must  act, 
;|Ad  his  act -must  have  the  sanction  of  two-thirds 
,j;»  the  Senhte.  The  power  of  making  treaties 
|uid  that  of  making  laws,  and  the  depositories  of 
trfese  powers  should  be  considered  as  perfectly 
^fctinct  froij)  each  other,  as  if  the  individuals  who 
lited  in  thejone  case  never  had  an  agency  in  the 
4|ier.  ) 

;tlt  did  not  follow,  however,  from  his  doctrine 
|r|  regard  toithe  efficacy  of  treaties,  that  they  ne- 
<(fc;sariiy  cljanged  or  repealed  legislative  acis, 
*^th  which,  they  did  not  entirely  accord.  The 
^lipulations'of  a  treaty  might  amount,  and  often 
Aa  araount|  to  no  more  than  a  pledge  to  alter  or 
i^ogate  thttse  acts,  or  to  make  legislative  regula- 
ti"  OS  conformable  to  such  stipulations.  Where 
k^  treaty  wjas  of  this  nature — that  is  to  say.  ei- 
4^tory  nieVely,  legislative  aid  was  necessary. 
|}jpt  where  *t  could  execute  itself,  there  it  needed 
44  aid.  W'hat  was  the  nature  of  the  obligation 
l|i|carry  a  treaty  of  the  former  kind  into  effect,  it 
^s  not  necessary  now  to  examine.  When,  how- 
*j|er,  he  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he 
^i'wed  this  obligation  as  morally  binding  on  this 
ijjuse,  as  a  branch  of  the  legislative  authority, 
})|t]|did  not  think  that  he  uttered  a  sentiment  whicn. 
r|',jthe  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
i^ts,  (Mr.  King,)  degraded  the  House  of  Repre- 
rjr%itauves  into  a  mere  chamber  for  registering 
\^f;  edicts  of  the  President  and  Senate.  He 
l|i>;wed  It  a^t  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  Gov- 

5t^.raent.  thM  every  man,  and  every  body  of  men 
ifit,  owed  lobedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 
'>ie  Housejof  Representatives  cannot  claim  an 
♦{iemption  from  this  duty.  They  may  aid  in 
kfcteaiing  laws — but  so  lung  as  the  laws  exist. 
'(i*)ether  ihj-y  have  derived  their  origin  from  a 
^-islaiive  *r  a  treaty  declara'ion  of  the  will  of 
\th  sovereign  power,  the  House  of  Represenla- 
i;((es,theSe5)ate,the  President, are  bound  by  them. 
"■''*■-  obligation  to  appropriate  for  treaties,  was 
•t  as  bint^mg  as  the  obligation  to  appropriate 
I  the  objects  of  existing  laws.  If  the  gentleman 
(♦;isidered  tjiiis  moral  restraint  as  unfriendly  either 
ilpersonal  liberty  or  to  the  political  freedom  of 
ij^ls  body,  h»'  (Mr.  G.)  neither  wished  for  himself, 
tjlthose  who  were  dear  to  him.  a  liberty  superior 
t|*law.         ' 

i^n  regard  jo  the  practice  of  Government  on  sim- 
^fr  occasions,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
]^',msYTH)  l,ad  cited  instances  which  he  was  not 
04?n  prepared  to  examine.  Such  an  examination 
i^i^uired  a  jdeliberate  review  of  the  treaties  and 
Hcks  referre(4  to.  which  demanded  time  and  books 
lj,^t  could  n^ot  now  be  commanded.     It  was  pos- 

he  cases  did  prove  an  unne- 

on   subjects    which    treaties 

ded  for.     But  what  was  the 


i}i^i  couiu  nv)i  now  ti 
%Ile  that  s(^e  of  tl 
dg^sary  legi^vlation  c 
^«d  adequalvly  provi 


i|«a  aat 
^pwer 


which  Mr.  G.  had  before  noticed,  viz  :  the  Brit- 
ish treaty  of  1795,  and  the  convention  with  the 
Frpnch  Republic.  In  the  first  there  were  stipu- 
lations abolishing  discriminating  duties  on  im- 
portations from  Canada,  yet  no  act  of  Congress 
was  passed  to  give  efficacy  to  these  stipulations — 
the  treaty  made  them  law.  In  the  French  con- 
vention there  was  a  provision  for  a  mutual  re- 
striction of  captures.  Congress,  it  is  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  did  pass  an  act  in  re- 
gard to  this  provision.  They  indeed  did,  and 
this  act  was  the  strongest  illustration  of  their 
entire  concurrence  in  the  opinions  he  had  ex- 
pressed. This  act  makes  an  appropriation  of 
money  to  authorize  payment  for  Fuch  of  the 
property  as  could  not  be  restored  in  kind  ;  but  it 
pretended  not  to  command  such  restoration  where 
It  was  praciicafjie.  If  the  construction  of  the 
gentleman  had  prevailed,  the  last  was  necessary. 
But  neither  the  Congress  gave  such  direction, 
nor  did  the  President  wait  for  it.  He  restored 
the  Berceau.  According  to  theexposition  which 
he  (Mr.  G.)  had  adopted,  the  appropriation  of 
money  was  necessary,  because  the  Constitution 
prohibits  the  payment  of  money  without  an  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  G.  forbore  from  going  further  into  the  dis- 
cussion, from  a  conviction  that  the  House  was 
anxious  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Throop  said   that   he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  a  detailed  argument  on 
the  question  submitted  to  the  House,  but  merely 
to  slate  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give; 
this  he  deemed  due  to  his  friends  in  this  House, 
because  he  found   himself  opposed  to  the  opin- 
ions  of  a    majority   of  them.     He   should    vote 
against  the   bill    because  he  thought  it  unneces- 
^ary  to   pass  such  a   law.     The  act   in   question 
did   nothing  more  than   put  into  the  form  of  a 
law  the   several  provisions  of  the  treaty  regula- 
ting the  commerce   between  the  two  countries, 
which   were  of  themselves  the  supreme  law  of 
the    land.     These  provi.sions    did   not    require  u 
construction,  nor  any  aid   by  law  to  carry  them 
into  execution.     If  the  object  was  merely  lo  in- 
struct the  revenue  officers,  he  would  prefer  its 
being  done  by  the  President,  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  whose  duly  he  conceived  it  to  be, 
and  whose  competency  could  not  be  doubted.  He 
did  not  know  that  the  passage  of  this  law,  fol- 
lowing the   provisions  of  the   treaty,  would   do 
any  great  mischief,  but   he  was   opposed  to  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  aiiempied  lo  be  sup- 
ported, and  feared  that  it  would  at  some  future 
period  form  a  dangerous  precedent.     The  treaty- 
making  power  was  lodged  by  the  Consiilution  in 
the  President  and   Senate,  and  their  act  became 
obligatory  on  the  nation,  without  the   interfer- 
ence of  ihis  House,  by  that  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  declares  that,  "this  Consiitution 
'  and  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  which  shall 
'  be  made   in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all   treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shair  be  made,  under  the  au- 
'  thority  of  the  United  Slates,  shall   be   the  su- 
preme  law    of  the   land."     An   argument   has 


\1 


to  t^e  two  prominent  and  marked  cases  I  been  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  iTie  fact  that 
I 
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the  Constitution,  laws,  and   treaties,  are  classed 
together   in  the  same  sentence,  and  are   all  de- 
clared to  be  the  law  of  the  land.     He  said  he  did 
not  know  that  he  understood  what  the  conclusion 
was;  but   if  it  was  as   he  apprehended  it  to  be. 
that,  being  all   classed  together,  and  in  one  sen- 
tence declared  to  be  the  supreme  law.  that  then 
a  treaty  was  of  no  greater  force  than  a  law,  he 
did    conceive    that    the    same    argument    would 
prove  that  the  Constitution  was  not  paramoufit 
to  a  law,  and  if  that  construction  prevailed,  Con- 
gress might  by  law  repeal  the  Constitution.    But 
grant  that  the  treaty  had  no  greater  efficacy  than 
a  law,  and  could  repeal  and  be  repealed  by  a  law. 
then  the  act  under  consideration  was   unneces- 
sary, as  the  treaty,  being  subsequent  to   the  law 
creating  discriminating  duties,  repealed  that  law; 
and  when  a  new  tariff  of  duties  was  created  it 
might  be  made  to  conform  to  the  treaty.     But  it 
is  said   the  treaty  is  a  compact  ;  hence,  it  is  no 
law  to  be  observed   by  the  people,  but  only  a  di- 
rection to  Congress  to  pass  a  law.     He  said,  be- 
cause it  is  a  compact  it  is  superior   to  the  law. 
An  individual  may  prescribe  to  himself  a  rule  of 
conduct,  by  which   he  will   be  governed,  but  he 
may  depart  from  that  rule  whenever  he  pleases; 
it  is  a  law  to  himself,  and  the  power  which  enacts 
may  rep'i'al.     But  if  he  stipulates  with  another  a 
rule  of  conduct  to  be  observed  by  himself,  it  is  a 
compact,  and  he  cannot  depart  from  it  without  a 
violation  of  his  plighted  faith,  and  the  rights  of 
that  other.     This  is  the   distinction   between  a 
treaty  and  a   law,  and   which  renders  a   treaty 
paramount  to  ihe  hw  ;  the  law  prescribes  a  rule 
of  conduct  to  the  citizens  of  the  Stale,  by  which 
they  are  to  be  governed,  and   may  be  repealed  at 
any  time  ;  but   a   treaty   is  a    compact    between 
two  sovereign  Stales,  which  cannot  be  departed 
from  by  one  without  violating  the  faith  of  that 
State,  and  the  rigtits  of  the  other.     He  said,  that 
an   answer  to   the  argument   that   the   treaty  is 
onl^  a  direction  to  Congress  to  pass  a  law.  was 
to  be  found  in  the  concluding  part   of  the  same 
section  of  the  Constitution,  which,  after  stating 
that  treaties,  &c.  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  adds  :  •'  and   the  judges  in  each  Slate  shall 
be  bound  thereby."     Here  was  a  direction  not  to 
Congress,  but    to   the  courts  of  law,  to  construe 
and  enforce  the  treaty,  which  lliey  were  bound 
to  do  without  reference  to  any  construction  wiiich 
might  be  put  upon  it  by  an  act  of  this  body.    He 
iru&ted  he  should  not  be  told  that  this  direction 
was  to  the  judges  of  the  Slate  courts,  and  not  lo 
the  judiciary  of  the  United   Stales,  and  that  a 
tieaiy  might  be  enforced  in  the  Slate  couris,  but 
would  require  a  law  lo  enforce  it  in  the  courts  ol 
the   United  States.     For,  according  to  that  con- 
struction   It   might   produce  this  absurdity,  that 
the  treaty  would  operate  upon   the  Slates  indi- 
vidually, and  Congress  might  refuse   to  pass  a 
law  whereby  it  could  not  be  treated  as  a  law  by 
the   United    States'   courts.     He   said,   that   he 
could  not  sanction  the  idea  that  this  House  had 
any  control  over  the   treaty-making   power,  to 
ratify  or  annul  iheir  acts,  unless  it  was  in  cases 
where   the  treaty  could  not   execute   itself,  but 


required  for  that  purpose  provision   to  be  made 
by  law.  such  as  raising  money.  &,c.     Some  gen- 
tlemen seem  alarmed  lest  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, by  an  assumption  of  power,  should  at  length 
claim  the  right  of  making  war,  which  they  could 
do  by  stipulating  for  war  in  a  treaty.     He  said, 
should   the  right   of  declaring  war  exist   in  one 
branch    of  the  Legislature   independent    of  the 
others,  he  could  not  but  see  but  it  might  as  safely 
be  lodged  with  the  President  and  Senate,  as  with 
this  House.     The  right  here  claimed  of  supervi- 
sing the  treaty,  would  lead  to  that  result.     War 
has  ctased  ;  we  are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
by  treaty  ;  but  if  this  House,  in  the  plenitude  of 
their  wisdom,  had  not   thought  proper  to  ratify 
the  treaty,  the  war  is  renewed  ;  we  must  resume 
our   arms,    which    would    effectually    vest    this 
branch    of  the   Legislature  with    the   power   of 
making  war.     He  said   he  did  not  believe  that  it 
entered    into    the  views   of  the    framers    of  the 
Constitution  to  vest  this  House  with  the  power 
of  rejecting  or  ratifying  a  treaty  ;  if  it  did,  they 
would  not  have  left  a  power  so  important  to  be 
gathered     from    inference.     They    would    have 
made  express   provision   for   it.     It   would    have 
been  easy  for  them,  and  they  would  have  declared 
that  the  power  of  making  treaties  should  be  vested 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Con- 
gress, 

The  bill  was  further  opposed  by  Mr.  Picker- 
ing, and  Mr.  Mills,  and  advocated  by  Mr,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Lowndes. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by 
Mr.  Root,  on  motion,  the  subject  was  further 
postponed  until  lo-morrow. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Calhodn,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  PresiiJenl's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
Uniform  National  Currency,  reported  a  bill  to.io- 
corporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bjnk  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  ;  wiiich  was  read  twice  and  commuted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  IS  as  follows  : 
A  Bill  to  incorporate  the  Subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Re  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  That  a  Bank  of  the  United  8ute«  of 
America  shall  be  established,  with  a  capital  o{  thirty- 
five  millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars  each 
share ;  but  Congress  may,  at  any  time  hereafter,  aug- 
ment the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  to  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  millions  of  dollars,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  by  law  provided.  Seventy  thousand  shares, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  part 
of  the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  shall  be  subscribed,  and 
paid  for  by  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  herein- 
utter  specified ;  and  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
shares,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  raillionB 
of  dollars,  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid  (or,  by  individ- 
uals, companies,  or  corporations,  in  the  manner  here- 
inafter specified. 

Slc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  I  hat  sub- 
scriptions for  the  sum  ot  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars, towards  constituting  the  capital  of  the  said  bank. 
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»  ^11  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in  June  next,  at  |  be  lawful  for  «ny  individual,  company,  or  cornoration 
I  i  following  places  that  is  to  say  :  at  Portsmouth,  in  ,  when  the   subscriptions  shall  be  opened  as  heVem  b*' 

1  f  State  of  ^'ew  Hampshire  ;  at  Boston,  in  the  State  '  «■""•   ^..-^.-..    .-  _...—  .-   r ^  "^"' .^  "^';'^'"  '»*- 

i  t  Massachusetts ;  at    Providence,  in     the    State    of 
•ode   Island  ;  at  New  Haven,  in   the  State  of  Con 


)  (i:ticut ;  at  Ijurlin^ton,  in  the  State  of  Vermont ;  at 

:  |w  York,  i^  the  State  of  IVew  York  ;  at -,  m 

t  ,  :  Sute  ofTiew  Jersey  ;  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  i 

<,    iPennsylva^iia;  at  Wilmington,  in  the  State  ofDel- 

I,  l-j-are  ;  at    Baltimore,  in   the   State   of  Maryland  ;  at 

at    Lexington,  , 

in  the  State  of  j 

the  State  of  North  Carolina  ;  at  ; 


in   the   State 
jfhmond,  iii  the  State  of  Virginia  ; 
I  i^the  State  (if  Kentucky  ;  at 
^io  ;  at  Raa-igh,  in 

t_u..;ii-    :_  ik_  4J._i 


1   jshville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;  at  Charleston',  in  ^  ...... .uuucu  u.ov  u.  irie  c  nitea  state.,  con 

.  ^i  State  of  Sjouth  Caroma  ;  at  Augusta,  in  the  State  I  tracted  at  the  time  of  the  subscriptions  respectively 
•jljeorgia;  alt  New  Orleans,  m  the  State   of  Louisi-     ■*-«•*--  •     •       ■       5      .    -    -  *^       -    V 


fore  directed,  to  subscribe  for  any  number  of  shares 
of  the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  shares  ;  and  the  sums  so  subscribed  shall  be 
payable,  and  paid  m  the  manner  following,  that  is  to 
say  :  seven  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold  or  silrer 
com  of  the  United  States,  or  in  foreign  gold  or  silver 
coin,  at  the  value  thereof,  as  heretofore  rstabluhed  by 
aik  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  currency  of 
toreign  corns,"  passed  the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six  ;  and  twenty- 
one  millions  of  dollars  thereof  m  like  gold  or  silver 
coin,  or  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  con- 


,  \;  and  at  'Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum 
I  i  And  th«;  said  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  under 
(  ,,  superintei'wlence  of  three  commissioners,  to  be  ap- 
j  hted  at,  aiid  for,  each  of  the  said  places,  by  the 
1  hfsident  of  the  United  States,  (who  is  hereby  author- 
•*■  to  make  such  appointments,)  and  shall  continue 
in  every  dr^y,  from   the  time  of  opening  the  same 


■een  the  Ifours  of  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and 
o'clock  i|j  the  afternoon,  until  the  Saturday  fol- 
ing,  at  fo),r  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
a|j|ie  shall  beiclosed;  and  immediately  thereafter,  the 
ft.timissionerf.  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  respective 
:  jM-es  aforesajj,  shall  cause  two  transcripts  or  copies 
;  oliuch  subscriptions  to  be  made,  one  of  which  they 
;•  ctfil  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  they 
i  Ap  retain,  ahd  the  original  they  shall  transmit,  with- 

•  ill  ^cven  days  from  the  closing  of  the  subscriptions  as 
I  aiiiesaid,  to  tfic  commissioners  at  Philadelphia  afore- 
J  s^^.  And  ori  the  receipt  of  the  said  original  subscrip- 
I  tii^s,  or  of  either  of  the  said  copies  thereof,  if  the  ori- 
f  g^iUl  be  lost,  Biislaid,  or   detained,  the  commissioners 

*  av  philadelphiu  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
J  ii^ijiedialcly  tjiereaflcr  convene,  and  proceed  to  take 
J  aii account  oj  the  said  subscriptions.  And  if  more 
J  tl  «ji  the  am(kint  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars 
^  si  ,|l  have  beijn  subscribed,  then  the  said  last  men- 
»  ti  ,|ed  commissioners  shall  apportion  the  same  among 
;.  tl  } several  su>»scribers,  according  to  their  several  re- 
,  g]  ^tive  8ub8<^iption8,  allowing  and  apportioning  to 
'  C'  Ml  subscribi'r  at  least  one  share.     And  in  case  the 

a   (ifregale  amount  of  the  said  subscriptions  shall  ex- 
c^|l    twenty-vight    miJlions  of  dollars,  the    said  last 
E  jttioned  copmissioners,  after    having    apportioned 
♦•ame  as  a/'oresaid,  shall  cause  lists  of  the  said  ap- 
loned  sub;criptiuns  to  be  made  out,  including  in  I 
h  list  the  Apportioned  subscription   for    the  place  ' 
re    the    oijgiiial    subscription    was    made,  one  of 
:h  lists   th(y  shall  transmit  to  the  commissioners,  { 
no  of  the^,  under  whose  superintendence    such 
icriptions  ^^ere  originally  made,  that  the  subscribers  \ 
thereby  ascertain  the   number  of  shares  to  them  • 
tctively  af»j>ortioned    as   aforesaid.     And   in    case  | 
^  ggregate  amount  of  the  said  subscriptions  made, 

iig  the  petiid  aforesaid,  at  all  the  places  aforesaid,' 
not  auioi/at   to   twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars]  ; 
ubscriptiotis  to   complete  the  said  sum   shall  be' 


TU 


And  the  payments  made  in  the   funded  debt  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  paid  and  received  at  the  follow- 
ing rates,  that  is  to  say  :  the  funded  debt,  bearing  an 
interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  at  tho  nomi- 
nal or  par  value  thereof;  the  funded  debt  bearing  an 
interest  of  three  per  centum  per  annum,  at  the  rale 
,  of  sixty-five  dollars  for  every  snm  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars  of  the  nominal  amount  thereof;  and  the  funded 
debt,  bearing  an  interest   of  seven  per  centum  j>er  an- 
num.  at   the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  six    dollars  and 
I  fifty-one  cenu,  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
of  the   nominal  amount    thereof;  together   with    the 
amount  of    the  interest  accrued  on   the    said  several 
:  denominations  of  funded  debt,  to  be  computed  and 
allowed  to  the   time  of  subscribing  the  same   to  the 
capital  of  the   said  bank  as  aforesaid.     And  the  pay- 
I  ments  of  the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  made  and  com- 
I  pleted  by   the  subscribers,   respectively,  at   the   times 
:  and  in  the   manner  following,    that   is  to  say  :  at  the 
time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid  five  dollars  on 
I  each  share,  in    gold  or  silver  coin    as  aforesaid,  and 
twenty-five   dollars  more,  in   coin   as  aforesaid,  or  in 
I  tunded  debt  as  aforesaid  ;   at  the  expiration  of  six  ca- 
[  lendar  months  after  the  time  of  subscribing,  there  shall 
be  paid  the  further  sum  of  five  dollars  on  each  share, 
in   gold  or  silver  coin  as   aforesaid,  and  twenty-fire 
dollars  more,  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in  funded  debt  as 
aforesaid  ;  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  calendar  months 
from  the  time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid^the 
further  sum  of  five  dollars  on  each  share,  in  gold  or 
silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-five  dollars  more, 
in  coin    as   aforesaid,  or   in    funded  debt  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  at    the   expiration  of  eighteen  calendar  months, 
there  shall  be  paid  the   further  sum  o(  ten  dollars  in 
gold  or  silver  com  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  And U  it  further  enacted.  That,  at  the 
time  of  subscribing  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as 
aforesaid,  each  and  every  subscriber  shall  deliver  to 
the  commissioners,  at  the  place  of  subscribing,  as  well 
the  amount  of  their  subscriptions,  respectively,  in  coin 
as  aforesaid,  as  the  certificates  of  funded  debt,  for  the 
funded  debt  proportion  of  their  respective  subscriptions, 
together  with  a  power  of  attorney,  authorising  the  said 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  transfer  the 
said  stock  in  due  form  of  law,  to  •'  the  president,  direc- 
tors, and  company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America,"  as  soon   as  the  said  bank  shall  be  organ- 


.  _yy ''J       .  nrr  I  T  i       c  ,        """  "*■'    "'  --America,    as  soon   as  the  said  bank  shall  be  organ- 

|aE^:.remain  op|n,  at  Pluladelph.a  aforesaid,  under  the     .red.     Provided,  always,   That  if,  in  consequence  of 
,8u  •■intcndenth?   of  the  commissioners  aiinomtA.!  r^r     Hi..  .,»,.,.rti,.., .  „f  .i..     l     .     '    .i_ /.    ,-  .. 


■  8U*»-intenden(iie  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for 
»th<  e  place ;  atiil  the  subscriptions  may  be  then  made 
•by  ^ly  mdividjjal,  company,  or  corporation,  for  any 
nil  i^r  of  shares,  nut  exceeding  in  the  whole  the 
aa  j|int  requires!  to  complete  the  said  sum  of  twenty- 
'"■4^  millions  li  dollars. 

Uc.  3.  Arxd.beM  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 


the  apportionment  of  the  shares  in  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank  among  the  subscribers,  in  the  case  and  m 
the  manner  hereinl)efore  pro\ided,  any  subscriber  shall 
have  delivered  to  the  commissioners,  at  the  time  of 
subscribing,  a  greater  amount  of  gold  or  silver  coin 
and  funded  debt,  than  shall  be  necessary  to  complete 
the  payments  for  the  share  or  shares  to  such  subscri- 
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bert,  apportioned  as  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  shall 
only  retain  so  much  of  the  said  gold  or  silver  coin,  and 
funded  debt,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  complete  such 
payments,  and  shall  forthwith  return  the  surplus  there- 
of, on  application  for  the  same,  to  the  subscribers  law- 
fully entitled  thereto.  And  the  commissioners,  re- 
spectively, shall  deposite  the  gold  and  silver  coin,  and 
certificates  of  public  debt,  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid,  from  the  subscribers  to  the  capi- 
tal of  the  said  bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safe 
keeping,  so  that  the  same  may,  and  shall  be  specifi- 
cally delivered  and  transferred,  as  the  same  were  by 
them  respectively  received,  to  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  to  their  order,  as  soon  as  shall  be  re- 
quired after  the  organization  of  the  said  bank.  And 
the  said  commissioners,  appointed  to  superintend  the 


on  account  of  the  said  subscriptions,  and  the  principal 
of  the  said  stock  shall  be  redeemable  in  any  sums,  and 
at  any  periods  which  the  Government  shall  deem  fit. 
.\nd  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  cause  the  certificates  of  such  pubhc  stock  to  be 
prepared,  and  made  in  the  usual  form,  and  shall  pay 
and  deliver  the  same  to  the  president,  directors,  and 
company  of  the  said  bank,  at  or  as  soon  as  conveni- 
ently may  Ixs  after,  the  time  and  times,  hereinbefore 
prescribed  for  the  payment  of  the  said  subscription  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as 
aforesaid  ;  or  at  such  other  time  and  times  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  hereinbe- 
fore given,  to  anticipate  the  payments  of  the  said  sub- 
scription as  aforesaid.  .■\nd  if  payment  of  the  said 
sulwcription  of  the  United  States  to  the  capital  of  the 
!)aid  bank  as  aforesaid,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  shall  be 


subscriptions  to   the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as  afore-  |  made  in  Treasury  notes,  such  Treasury  notes  shall  not 


said,  shall  receive  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their 
services,  respectively,  and  shall  be  allowed  all  reason* 
able  charges  and  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution 
of  their  trust,  to  be  paid  by  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  bank,  out  of  the  funds  thereof. 
Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  l>e 


bear  interest,  but  shall  pass  by  endorsement,  or  by  de- 
livery, for  such  sum,  to  be  specified  on  the  face  there- 
of, respectively,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  direct;  and  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to 
the  United  States,  and   in  all  payments  to  the  presi- 


lawful  for   the    United  States  to  pay  and  redeem  the  i  dent,  directors,  and  company,  of  the  said  bank.     And 


funded  debt  subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank, 
at  the  rates  aforesaid,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  times 
as  shall  be  deemed  ex|>edient,  anything  in  any  act  or 
acts  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  thereof,  notwithstand- 
ing. And  It  shall  also  Ik*  lawful  for  the  president,  di- 
rectors, and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  to  sell  and 
transfer,  for  gold  and  silver  coin  or  bullion,  the  funded 
debt  subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as  afore- 
said :  I'rovided,  alwayx,  That  they  shall  not  sell  more 
thereof  than  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  in  any 
one  year  ;  nor  sell  any  part  thereof  at  any  time  within 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
cause  the  said  Treasury  notes  to  be  prepared,  and  shall 
pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  president,  directors, 
and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  at  or  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be  after,  the  time  and  times  hereinbe- 
fore prescribed,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  subscrip- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  the  capital  of  the  said 
bank  as  aforesaid  ;  or  at  such  other  time  and  times  as 
may  be  agreed  upon,  in  pursuance  oi  the  authority 
hereinbefore  given,  to  anticipate  the  payments  of  the 
said  subscription  as  aforesaid.     And  it  shall  be  lawful 


the  United  States,  without  previously  giving  notice  of  |  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  for  the  president. 


their  intention,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
offering  the  same  to  the  I'nited  States  at  the  current 
price,  not  exceeding  the  rates  aforesaid. 

Sec.  f».  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  at  the 
opening  of  the  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  bank,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  sub- 
scribe, or  cause  to  be  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Statec,  the  said  number  of  seven  thousand 
shares,  amounting  to  seven  millions  of  dollars,  as  afore- 
said, to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  Treasury 
notes,  or  in  st.jck  of  the  United  Slates,  bearing  interest 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  in  seven 
equal  annual  payments  of  one  million  of  dollars  each, 
the  first  whereof  shall  be  made  at,  or  as  nearly  as  con- 
(Veniently  ma}-  be  after,  the  opening  of  the  said  sub- 
scrijitions  :  Provided,  always,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
consent  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of 
the  said  bank,  to  anticipate  and  pay  in  advance,  all 
or  any  of  the  said  annual  payments,  at  such  times, 
and  in  such  manner,  as  shall  be  mutually  stipulated 
and  agfreed. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
select  and  designate  the  mode  of  paying  for  the  said 
subscription  of  the  United  States,  to  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank  as  aforesaid.  And  if  payment  thereof,  or  of 
any  part  thereof,  be  made  in  public  stock,  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  interest  shall  be  payable  quarterly, 
to  commence  from  the  time  of  making  such  payment 


directors,  and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  to  issue,  and 
reissue,  at  their  par  value,  such  of  the  said  Treasury 
notea  as  shall  be  received  in  payments  by  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  said  bank,  respectively,  as  aforesaid  . 
Provided,  aJtuays,  That  the  United  States  may  at  any 
time  redeem  and  cancel  the  said  Treasury  notes,  or  any 
part  thereof,  while  the  same  shall  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  said  bank  as  the  property  thereof:  And  provi- 
ded, also,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  out  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  received 
in  payments  to  the  United  States,  &s  aforesaid,  to 
cause  a  portion  thereof  to  be  cancelled  yearly,  and 
ever)'  year,  so  that  the  whole  amount  issued  may  be 
redeemed  and  cancelled  on  or  before  the  expiration  of 
eight  years  from  the  time  of  opening  the  sul>scription 
to  the  capital  of  the  said  hank  as  aforesaid. 

Skc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited, 
or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forging,  or 
counterfeiting,  any  note  in  imitation  of,  or  purporting 
to  be  a  Treasury  note  as  aforesaid ;  or  shall  falsely 
alter,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  will- 
ingly aid  or  assist  in  falsely  altering,  any  Treasury- 
note  issued  as  aforesaid ;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or 
publish  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeit 
note,  purporting  to  be  a  Treasury  note  as  afore- 
sijid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged, 
or  counterfeited  ;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or 
attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish  as  true,  any  falsely 
altered  Treasury  note  issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  falsely  altered:  or  shall  oe,  directly  or  in- 
directly, knowingly  concerned  in  any  of  the  offences 
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.  aresaid,  evVry  such  person  shall  be  deemed  aod  ad- 
ndged  guill^  of  felony;  and  being  thereof  convicted 
tf  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  im- 
^isoncd,  arAl  kept  to  hard  labor,  for  a  period  not  less 
ian  three  Vears,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  be 
^led  in  a  i^m  not  exceeding  tive  thousand  dollars. 

Skc.  9.  4ndbe  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sub- 
.j^nbcrs  to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America,  thVir  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  are 
Kreby,  crested  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by  the 
vame  and  ^tyle  of  "  The  President,  Director«,  and 
"ompany,  uf  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and  shall 
0  continue luntil  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
-Jie  thousap'J  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  by  that 
4imc  shall  *^,  and  arc  hereby,  made  able  and  capable, 
1^,1  law,  to  h?ve,  purchase,  receive,  posses:;,  enjoy,  and 
n'taiii,  to  th^m  and  their  successors,  lands,  rents,  tene- 
,«enU,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  and  cflecU,,  of 
i^batsoever  »ind,  nature,  and  quality,  to  an  amount 
.•)t  ciceedin^,  in  the  whole,  lifiy-five  millions  of  dol- 
ors, including  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  aforc- 
sid ;  and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien  or  dis- 
use of;  to^ue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
jiswer  and  he  answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in 
i\  courU  ai-i  places  whatsoever;  and  also  to  make, 
Ave,  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break, 
Jler,  and  r  new,  at  their  pleasure;  and  also  to  or- 
Hin,  establish,  and  put  in  execution  such  by-laws  and 
jdinances  a:id  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  ncces- 
*ry  and  convenient  for  the  government  of  the  said 
orporation,  not  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution  and 
/ws  of  the  United  States;  and  generally  to  do  and 
liecute  all  »nd  singular  the  acts,  matters,  and  things 
«_hich  to  th(im  it  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do  ;  sub- 
let, ncvertl,eiess,  to  the  rules,  regulations,  rcstric- 
*)n8,  limilauons,  and  provisions,  hereinafter  prescribed 
•id  declareif. 

.Sec.   10.  And  be  it  further   enacted.  That,  for  the 
nagement   of  the    affairs  of  the   said   corporation, 

ere  shall  bj;  twenty-five  directors,  five  of  whom  shall 
annually  fppointcd  by  the  President  of  tlie  United 

ates,  by  a-  d  with   the  advice  and    consent  of  the 
^nate,  and  twenty  of  whom  shall  be  annually  elected 

the   bankuig  house  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
|e  first  Monday  of  January,  in    each  year,  by    the 

alified  Btookholders  of  the  capital  of  the  said  bank, 

d  by  a   p!i;rality   of   votes   then    and   there    actually 

en,  accori^ng  to  the  scale  of  voting  hereinafter  pre- 

Afibcd.     Arid  the    directors,  so   duly  appointed    and 

|i^cted,  shal!  be  capable  of  serving,  by  virtue  of  such 

intmentand  choice,  from  the  tirst  Monday  in  the 

nth  of  January  of  each  year,  until  the  end  and  ex 


but  it  shall  be  I 


aW" 


I  cause,  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved  ; 
ful,  at  any  other  time,  to  make  such  appointmenU, 
and  to  bold  such  elections,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  and 
the  manner  of  holding  the  elections  shall  be  rega» 
lated  by  the  by-laws  and  ordinances  of  the  said  cor- 
poration ;  and  until  such  appointmenU  or  elections  be 
made,  the  directors  and  president  of  the  said  bank, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  continue  in  olfice  :  Andpr(h 
tided,  alto,  That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or 
removal  of  the  president  of  the  said  corporation,  the 
directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  president  from 
the  directors  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resigna- 
tion, or  absence  from  the  United  States,  or  removal,  of 
a  director  from  office,  the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  stock- 
holders, as  the  case  may  be.  but  the  President  of  the 
United  States  alone  shall  have  |>ower  to  remove  the 
president  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  the  directors  appointed 
by  him  as  aforesaid. 

Skc.  1 1.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  as  soon  m 
the  sum  of  eight  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars,  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  in  the  public  debt, 
shall  have  been  actually  received  on  account  of  the 
subscriptions  to  the  capiul  of  the  said  bank,  (exclu- 
sively of  the  subscription  aforesaid,  on  tlie  part  of  the 
United  States,)  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by  the 
persons  under  whose  superintendence  the  subscnptions 
shall  have  been  made  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  at 
least  two  newspapers  printed  in  each  of  the  places, 
(if  BO  many  be  printed  at  such  places  respectively,) 
where  subscriptions  shall  have  been  made,  and  the 
said  persons  shall,  at  the  same  time,  and  in  like  man- 
ner, notify  a  time  and  place  within  the  said  city  of 
Philadelphia,  at  the  disUnce  of  at  least  thirty  days 
from  the  time  of  such  notification,  for  proceeding  to 
the  election  of  twenty  directors  as  aforesaid,  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  such  election  to  be  then  and  there 
made.  .\nd  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  authorized,  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  five  directors  of  the 
said  bank  ;  and  the  jMirsons  who  shall  be  elected  and 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  first  directors  of 
the  said  bank,  and  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of  the 
five  directors  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  aforesaid,  to  be  president  of  the  said  bank  ; 
and  the  directors  and  president  of  the  said  bank,  so 
appointed  and  elected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  capable  of 
serving  m  their  respective  offices,  by  virtue  thereof, 
until  the  end  and  expiration  of  the  first  Monday  of  Che 
month    of    January  next 


the 


r,.^.,      ...  .,.  -  ensuing    the    said  appoint- 

l^ation  of  t^e  first  .Monday  in  the  month  of  January  ments  and  elections;  and  they  shall  then  and  thence 
^the  year  i^xt  ensuing  the  time  of  each  annual  elec-  forth  commence  and  continue  the  operations  of  th< 
'\'n  to  be  hetd  by  the  stockholders  as  aforesaid.  And  said  bank,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
[aboard  o4  directors,  annually,  at  the  first  meeting  S«c.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  dircc- 
>er  their  ciction  in  each  and  every  year,  shall  pro-  tors  for  the  time  being  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
l^'d  to  elect.'onc  ol  the  five  directors  appointed  by  the  such  officers,  clerks,  and  servants  under  them  as  shall 
[•Resident  ol -.he  United  States,  to  be  president  of  the  |  be  necessary  for  executing  the  business  of  the  said 
i^rporation,  who  shall  hold  the  said  office  during  the  corporation,  and  to  allow  them  such  compensation  for 
#ne  period  for  which  the  directors  are  ajypointed  and  their  services,  respectively,  as  shall  be  reasonable  • 
l^cted  as  alvresaid ;  Provided,  always,  'Ihat  the  first  and  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  powers 
lljpomtment.and  election  of  the  directors  and  president  and  authorities,  for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of 
|i;ihe  said  bunk  shall  be  at  the  time  and  for  the  period  the  officers  of  the  said  corporation,  as  shall  be  pre- 
j*remafterd<>clared:  .4«£/;>rwa'e</.a^(;,  That  mease  scribed,  fixed,  and  determined  by  the  laws,  regula- 
•jshould  at  .tny  time  happen  that  an  appointment  or  tions,  and  ordinances  of  the  same. 
>l*cUon  of  directors,  or  an  election  of  the  president  of  Sec.  13.  Andbe  it  further  enacted.  That  the  follow- 
fie  said  bank,  should  not  be  so  made  as  to  take  effect  ing  rules,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  provisions  shall 
C>»»«ny  day  t^hen,  m  pursuance  of  this  act,  they  ought  |  form  and  be  fundamental  articles  of  the  constitution  of 
U  take  effect,  the  said  corporation  shall  not,  for  that  '  the  said  corporation,  to  wit : 
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1.  The  nnmber  of  toIm  to  which  the  stockholders 
shall  be  entitled,  in  voting  for  director*,  shall  be  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  shares  he,  she,  or  they,  re- 
spectively, shall  hold,  in  the  proportions  following, 
that  is  to  say  :  for  one  share,  and  not  more  than  two 
shares,  one  vote  ;  for  every  two  shares  above  two,  and 
not  exceeding  ten.  one  vote  ;  for  every  four  shares 
above  ten,  and  not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote  ;  for 
every  six  shares  above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty, 
one  vote  ;  for  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not 
exceeding  one  hundred,  one  vote;  and  for  every  ten 
shares  above  one  hundred,  one  vote;  but  no  person, 
copartnership,  or  body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
greater  number  than  thirty  votes;  and  after  the  first 
election  no  share  or  shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  vo- 
ting, which  shall  not  have  been  holden  three  calendar 
months  previous  to  the  day  of  election.  .\nd  stock- 
holders actually  resident  within  the  United  Sutes,  and 
none  other,  may  vote  in  elections  by  proxy.  But  no 
person  shall  give,  in  the  whole,  a  greater  number  of 
votes,  as  proxy,  and  in  his  own  right,  than  he  would 
b«  entitled  to  give  in  his  own  right  only,  according  to 
the  proportion  of  voting  hereinafter  prescribed. 

2.  Not  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  directors 
elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  not  more  than  four- 
fifths  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  be  in  office  at  the  time  of  an 
annual  election,  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  for  the 
next  succeeding  year;  but  the  director  who  shall  be 
the  president  at  the  time  of  an  election  may  always  be 
reappointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
be  re-elected  president  of  the  bank  by  the  directors 
thereof. 

3.  None  but  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  Sutes 
shall  be  n  director,  nor  shall  a  director  be  entitled  to 
any  emolument,  but  the  stockholders  may  make  such 
compensation  to  the  president,  for  his  extraordinary 
attendance  at  the  bank,  as  shall  appear  to  them  rea- 
sonable. 

4.  Not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  constitute  a 
board  for  the  transaction  of  business,  of  whom  the 
president  shall  always  be  one,  except  in  case  of  sick- 
ness or  necessary  absence,  in  which  case  his  place  may 
b«  supplied  by  any  other  director  whom  he,  by  writing, 
under  his  hand,  shall  depute  for  that  purpose.  And 
the  director  so  deputed  may  do  and  transact  all  the 
necessary  business  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  pres- 
ident of  the  said  corporation,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  sickness  or  necessary  absence  of  the   president. 

5.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  sixty, 
who,  together,  shall  be  proprietors  of  one  thousand 
shares  or  upwards,  shall  have  jwwcr  at  any  time  to 
call  a  gener.il  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  for  pur- 
poses relative  to  the  institution,  giving  at  least  ten 
weeks'  notice  in  two  pubUc  newspapers  of  the  place 
where  the  bank  is  seated,  and  specilying  in  such  no- 
tice the  object  or  objecU  of  such  meeting. 

6.  Each  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
directors,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, with  a  condition  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  to  the  corporation. 

7.  The  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditamenU,  which 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  cor[>oration  to  hold,  shall 
be  only  such  as  shall  be  requisite  for  iu  immediate 
accommodation  in  relation  to  the  convenient  transact- 
ing of  Its  business,  and  such  as  shall  have  been  bona 
fide  mortgaged  to   it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed 


to  it  in  satisfiiction  of  debU  previously  contracted  in 
the  course  of  its  dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales,  upon 
judgments  which  shall  have  been  obtained  for  such 
debts. 

8.  The  total  amount  of  debu  which  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill, 
note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above  the  debt  or 
debts  due  for  money  deposited  in  the  bank,  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  unless  the 
contracting  of  any  greater  debt  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously authorized  by  a  law  of  the  United  Sutes.  In 
case  of  excess,  the  directors  under  whose  administra- 
tion it  shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in 
their  natural  and  private  capacities  ;  and  an  action  of 
debt  may  in  such  case  be  brought  against  them,  or 
any  of  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  executors,  or 
administrators,  in  any  court  of  record  of  tlie  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  tojudg- 
ment  and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or 
agreement  to  the  contrary  notwithsUnding.  But  this 
provision  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said 
corporation,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  or  chat- 
tels of  the  same,  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  charge- 
able with,  the  said  excess. 

Such  of  the  said  directors,  who  may  have  been  ab- 
sent when  the  said  excess  was  contracted  or  created, 
or  who  may  have  dissented  from  the  resolution  or  act 
whereby  the  same  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may 
respectively  exonerate  themselves  from  being  so  liable, 
by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their  ab- 
sence or  dissent,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  stockholders,  at  a  general  meeting,  which 
they  shall  have  power  to  call  for  that  purpose. 

9.  The  taid  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, deal  or  trade  in  anything  except  bills  of  ex- 
change, gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods 
really  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent  and  not  re- 
deemed in  due  lime,  or  goods  which  shall  be  the  pro- 
ceeds of  iu  lands.  It  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  pur- 
chase any  public  debt  whatsoever  ;  nor  shall  it  take 
more  than  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum 
for  or  upon  iU  loans  or  discounts. 

10.  No  loan  shall  be  made  by  the  said  corporation 
for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  an  amount  exceeding  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  or  of  any  particular  SUte  to  an 
amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  of  any 
foreign  prince  or  State,  unless  previously  authorized 
by  a  law  of  the  United  Stales. 

11.  The  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  »s- 
signable  and  transferable  according  to  such  rules  as 
shall  be  instituted  in  that  behalf,  by  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  same. 

12.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal 
of  the  said  corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any 
person  or  persons,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement 
thereupon,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person 
or  persons,  and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  admin- 
istrators, and  of  his  or  their  assignee  or  assignees,  and 
so  as  absolutely  to  transfer  and  vest  the  property 
thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees  suc- 
cessively, and  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees, 
and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  administrators,  to 
maintain  an  action  thereujwn  in  his,  her,  or  their  own 
name  or  names.  And  the  bills  or  notes  which  may 
be  issued  by  order  of  the  said  corporation,  signed  by 
the  president,  and  countersigned  by  the  principal 
cashier  or  treasurer  thereof,  promising  the  payment  of 
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loney  to  ^ny  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their 
.»^der,  or  toibearer,  although  not  under  the  seal  of  the 
«9id  (orpomlion,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon 
|t^ie  same,  in  like  manner,  and  with  like  force  and 
vteiect,  as  ujim  any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued 
•If  him,  her.  or   them,   in   his,   her,  or  their  private  or 


Jamoary,  1816. 


eral  accounts  in  the  books  of  the  bank   as  shall  relate 

to  the  said  statement :   Provided,   That  this  shall  not 

be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the  account 

of  any  private  individual  or  individuals  with  the  bank. 

8ec.  11.  And  be    it  furtfur  enacted.  That    if  the 

■aid   corporation,  or  any  person  or  persons,  for,  or   to 

^jatural  capicity  or  capacities,  and  shall   be  assignable     the  use  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or 

Vind   negotiable  in   like  manner  as  if    they   were    so  ^  selhng   goods,  wares,    merchandise,    or    coiamoditics, 

Ciftsned  by   xiich   private  person  or  persons,  that  is  to  '  whatsoever,  contrary   to  the  provisions  of  th 


sued  by   xiich   private  person  or  persons,  that  is  to 
ifijiy  :  those   which  shall    be   payable  to  any  person  or 


provuions  ot  tbis  act,  ail 
and  every  person  and  persons,  by  whom  any  order  or 
Li^ersons,  his.  her,  or  their  order,  shall  be  assignable  by  direction  for  so  dealing  or  trading,  shali  have  been 
wndorsemen^t,  in  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  effect  given  ;  and  all  and  every  person  and  j^rsons  who 
M^  foreign  bills  of  exchange  now  are  ;  and  those  which  shall  have  been  concerned  as  parties  or  agents  tlierein, 
^e  payable  to  bearer  shall  be  assignable  and  nego-  shall  forfeit  and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the  goods, 
Jljable  by  deluvery  only.  I  wares,  merchandises,  and  commodities,  in  which  such 

\'i  1.3.  Half  yearly  dividends  ?hall  be  made  of  so  much  '  dealing  and  trade  shall  have  been,  one-half  thereof  to 


>i;i'  the  profit^  of  the  bank  as  shall  appear  to  the  direc- 
Ws  advisab(p  ;  and  once  in  every  three  years  the  di- 
tictors  shallf  lay  before  the  stockholders,  at  a  general 
•jeeling,  for*  their  information,  an  exact  and  particular 
Stement  o^the  debts  which  fhall  have  remained  un- 
i^id,  after  |he  expiration  of  the  original  credit,  for  a 
jjriod  of  trei^le  the  term  of  that  credit,  and  of  the  sur- 


the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  United  8tatM,  to  be  recovered  in  any 
action  of  law,  with  costs  of  suit. 

Skc.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  corporation  shall  advance,  or  lend  any  aum  of 
money,  for  the  use,  or  on  account  of  the  Government 
of  the   United    States,  to  an   amount   exceeding   five 


tion  shall  es 
and  deposite  in 


UP  of  the  »irofits,   if  any,  after   deducting  losses  and     hundred  thousand  dollars;  or  of  any  parUcular  State, 
vidends.    jif  there  shall  be  a  failure  in  the  payment     to  an  amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand    dollars;  or  of 
any  part  ^f  any  sum  subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the     any  foreign  prince  or  State,  (unleso  previously  author- 
d  bank,  Uj  any  person,  copartnership,  or  body  pol-     ized  thereto  by  a  lnw   of   the    United  States,)  all  and 
^  :,  the  parjy  failing  shall  lose  the  benefit  of  any  divi-     every  person   and   persons,  by  and  with  whose  order, 
C.nd   whicli  may  have   accured  prior  to  the  time  for     agreement,    consent,    approbation,    and    connivance, 
|.{aking  sucji  payment,   and   during  the  delay   of  the     such  unlawful  advance  or   loan  shall  have  been  made, 

upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every 
such  ofTence,  treble  the  value  or  amount  of  the  sum  or 
sums  which  have  tiecn  so  unlawfully  advanced  or 
lent,  one-iifth  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and 
the  residue  thereof  to  the  uso  of  the  United  States. 

Se(  .  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bills 
or  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  uriginallv  made  pay- 
able, or  which  shall  have  become  payableron  demand, 
shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress. 

Sec  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act.  and  wh«-never  required 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said  corporation 
shall  give  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the 
pubhc  funds  from  place  to  place,  and  for  distributing 
the  same  in  payment  of  the  j)ublic  creditors,  without 
charging  commissions,  or  claiming  allowance,  on  ac- 
count of  difference  of  exchange,  and  shall  also  do  and 
perform  the  several  and  respective  duties  of  the  cocn- 
missioners  of  loans  lor  the  several  States,  or  of  any  one 
or  more  of  them,  at  the  umes,  m  the  manner,  and 
upon  tli«  tenns,  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurj-. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  furtktr  enacted.  That  the  said 
corporation  shall  not,  at  any  time,  suspend,  or  refuse 
to  pay,  the  notes  thereof,  in  i^old  or  silver  coin,  upon 
■■"  demand,  according  to  the  contract  and  promise  of  such 
P-  notes  :  Provided  always,  nevtrtheUit,  That  upon  the 
ropresentation  of  the  said  corporation,  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  authorize  the  suspension  or  refusal 
aforesaid,  for  a  time  to  be  limited  by  law  ;  and  that 
during  the  recess  of  Congress  it  shall  l>e  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  ui>ona  like  representa- 
tion, to  authorize  such  suspension  for  a  term  which 
shall  not  exceed  six  weeks  after  the  opening  of  the 
next  ensuing  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  consid- 
eration of  the  exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  con- 
ferred by  this  act.   upon   the  said  bank,  the  President 


ime.  , 

J 14.  The  directors  of  the  said  corpora 
jblish  a  cojapetent  office  of  discount  an 
lie  District '.of  Columbia,  whenever  any  law  of  the 
Jiited  Statics  shall  require  such  an  establishment ; 
f  d  it  shall  liC  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  said  cor- 
4ration  to  'establish  offices  wheresoever  they  shall 
ink  fit,  within  the  United  States  or  the  Territories 
^lereof,  and\o  commit  the  management  of  the  said 
ifices,  and  <he  business  thereof,  respectively,  to  such 
K^rsons,  ami  under  such  regulations,  as  they  shall 
-•m  proper?  not  being  contrary  to  law  or  the  consti- 
lon  of  thf  bank.  Or,  instead  of  establishing  such 
iccti,  it  sl'iill  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  said 
Jporation,  from  time  to  time  to  employ  any  other 
ak  or  ban^s,  to  be  first  approved  by  the  Secretary 
he  Treasury,  at  any  place  or  places  that  they  may 
in  safe  ai.>d  proper,  to  manage  and  transact  the 
iness  profosed,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  managed  and 
nsacted  b|  such  otFices,  under  such  agreements,  and 
)ject  to  su*  h  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  just  and 
per.  Thirteen  managers  or  directors,  of  every 
Jit'e  establi*  hed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  annually  ap- 
nled  by  tljc  directors  of  the  bank,  to  serve  one  year ; 
y  shall  cbj.t08e  a  president  from  their  own  number, 
:h  of  therv  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
not  morf  than  three-fourths  of  the  said  managers 
'  directors, un  office  at  the  time  of  an  annual  a 
ntment,  i^iall  be  reappointed  for  the  next  succeed 
year ;  t^t    the    president    may  be   always    reap- 

The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 

nt  of  the^ United  States  shall    be   furnished,  from 

e  to  time., as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  exceed- 

g  once  a  w 'cfc,   with  statements  of  the   amount  of 

',.  capital  siix;k  of  the   said   corporation,  and  of  the 

)ls    due   to    the    same ;    of    the  moneys    deposited 

\  rein  ;  of  t^je  notes  in  circulation  ;  and  of  the  specie 

5 hand;  an»J  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  such  gcn- 
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Directors,  and  Company  thereof,  shall  pay  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  out  of  the  corporate  funds  thereof,  the  sum 
of  one  million  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in 
three  equal  payments,  that  is  to  say  :  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the  expi- 
ration of  four  years,  after  the  said  bank  shall  be  or- 
^nized  and  commence  its  operations,  in  the  manner 
hereinbefore  provided. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  other 
bank  shall  be  established  by  any  foture  law  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  continuance  of  the  corpora- 
tion hereby  created,  for  which  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged:  Provided,  Congress  may 
renew  existing  charters  for  banks  io  the  District  of 
Columbia,  not  increasing  the  capital  thereof;  and  may 
grant  charters,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  any  bank- 
ing associations  now  in  operation  in  the  said  District, 
and  renew  the  same,  not  increasing  the  capital  there- 
of. And,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the  term 
for  which  the  said  corporation  is  created,  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  use  the  corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity, 
for  the  purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and 
liquidation  of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  for  the  sale  and  disposition  of  their  estate, 
real,  personal,  and  mixed  ;  but  not  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  nor  for  a 
period  exceeding  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the 
said  term  of  incorporation. 

AccoDipaoying  the  bill  was  the  followinc  let- 
ter, and  plan  of  a  National  Bank,  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  : 

Tbeascrt  Departmest,  Dec.  24,  1815. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  23d  instant,  informing  mc 
*'  that  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
.Message  as  relates  to  the  national  currency  had  deter- 
mined that  a  National  Bank  is  the  most  certain  means 
of  restoring  to  the  nation  a  specie  circulation,"  and 
had  directed  you  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  this  Depart- 
ment on  the  following  points  : 

IsL  The  amount  and  composition  of  the  capital  of 
the  bank. 

2d.   The  government  of  the  bank. 
3d.  The  privileges  and  duties  of  the  bank. 
4th.  The  organization  and  operation  of  the  bank. 
5th.  The  bonus  to  l>e  required  for  the  charter  of  the 
bank. 

6^.  The  measures  which  may  aid  the  bank  in  com- 
mencing and  maintaining  its  operations  in  specie. 

It  affords  much  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  policy  of 
establishing  a  National  Bank  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  committee,  and  the  decision,  in  this  respect, 
renders  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  comparative  ex- 
amination of  the  superior  advantages  of  such  an  insti- 
tution for  the  attainment  of  the  objects  contemplated 
by  the  Legislature.  Referring,  therefore,  to  the  out- 
line of  a  National  Bank,  which  is  subjoined  to  this 
letter,  as  the  result  of  an  attentive  consideration  be- 
stowed upon  the  subjects  of  your  inquiry,  I  proceed, 
with  deference  and  respect,  to  offer  some  explanation 
of  the  principles  upon  which  the  system  is  founded. 

I.  It  IB  proposed  that,  under  a  charter  for  twenty 
years,  the  capital  of  the  National  Bank  shall  amount 
to  $35,000,000  ;  that  Congress  shall  retain  the  power 
to  raise  it  to  .$50,000,000,  and  that  it  shall  consut 
three-quarters  of  pnblic  stock,  and  one-quarter  of  gold 
and  silver. 


Ist.  With  respect  to  the  amount  of  the  capital. — 
The  services  to  be  performed  by  the  capital  of  the 
bank  are  important,  various,  and  extensive.  They 
will  be  required  through  a  period  almost  as  long  as  is 
usually  assigned  to  a  generation.  They  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  accommodation  of  the  Government,  in 
the  collection  and  distribution  of  its  revenue,  as  well 
3s  for  the  uses  of  commerce,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  the  arts,  throughout  the  Union.  They  will  be 
required  to  restore  and  maintain  the  national  currency  ; 
and,  in  short,  they  will  be  required,  under  every 
change  of  circumstances,  in  a  season  of  war,  as  well  as 
in  the  season  of  peace,  for  the  circulation  of  the  na- 
tional wealth,  which  augments  with  a  rapidity  beyond 
the  reach  of  ordinary  calculation. 

In  the  performance  of  these  national  services  the 
local  and  incidental  co-operation  of  the  State  banks 
may  undoubtedly  be  expected;  but  it  is  the  object  of 
the  present  measure  to  create  an  independent,  though 
not  a  discordant,  institution  ;  and  while  the  Govern- 
ment is  granting  a  monopoly  for  twenty  years,  it 
would  seem  to  be  improvident  and  dangerous  to  rely 
upon  gratuitous  or  casual  aids  for  the  enjoyment  of 
those  benefits,  which  can  be  effectually  secured  by 
positive  stipulation. 

Nor  is  it  believed  that  any  public  inconvenience  can 
possibly  arise  from  the  proposed  amount  of  the  capital 
ot  the  bank  with  its  auginentable  quality.  The 
amount  may,  indeed,  be  a  clog  upon  the  profits  of  the 
institution,  but  it  can  never  be  employed  for  any  inju- 
rious purpose,  (not  even  for  the  purpose  of  discount 
accommodation  beyond  the  fair  demand.)  without  an 
abuse  of  trust,  which  cannot,  in  candor,  be  anticipated, 
or  which,  if  anticipated,  may  be  made  an  object  of 
penal  responsibility. 

The  competition  which  exists  at  present  among  the 
State  banks  will,  it  is  true,  be  extended  to  the  National 
Bank;  but  competition  does  not  imply  hostility.  The 
commercial  interests  and  the  personal  associations  of 
the  stockholders  will  generally  be  the  same  in  the 
State  banks  and  in  the  National  Bank.  The  directors 
of  both  institutions  will  naturally  be  taken  from  the 
same  class  of  citizens.  .\nd  experience  has  shown 
not  only  the  policy,  but  the  existence  of  those  sympa- 
thies by  which  the  intercourse  of  a  National  Bank 
and  the  State  banks  has  been,  and  always  ought  to  be, 
regulated,  for  their  common  credit  and  security.  At 
the  present  crisis  it  will  be  pecuharly  incumbent  upon 
the  National  Bank,  as  well  as  the  Treasury,  to  concil- 
iate the  State  banks;  to  confide  to  them,  liberally,  a 
participation  in  the  deposites  of  public  revenue,  and 
to  encourage  them  in  every  reasonable  effort  to  resume 
the  payment  of  their  notes  in  coin.  But,  independent  of 
these  considerations,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  when 
portions  of  the  capital  of  the  National  Bank  shall  be 
transferred  to  its  branches,  the  amount  inverted  in 
each  branch  will  not,  probably,  exceed  the  amount  of 
the  capital  of  any  of  the  principal  State  banks,  and 
will  cerUinly  be  less  than  the  amount  of  the  combined 
capital  of  the  Slate  banks,  operating  in  any  of  the 
principal  commercial  cities.  The  whole  number  of 
the  banking  establishmenU  in  the  United  States  may 
be  stated  at  two  hundred  and  sixty,  and  the  aggregate 
amount  of  their  capitals  may  be  estimated  at  eighty 
millions  of  dollars;  but  the  services  of  the  National 
Bank  are  also  required  in  every  State  and  Territory, 
and  the  capiul  proposed  i*  thirty-five  millions,  ol 
which  only  one-fourth  part  wUl  consist  of  gold  and 
silver. 
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With  resfKct  tu  the  composition  of  the  capital  of 
ink. — Thf-re  docs  not  prevail  much  diversity  of 
[*>n  upon  Uie  proposition  to  form  a  compound 
|4i  for  the  relational  Dank,  partly  of  public  stock, 
jrarlly  of  com.  The  proportions  now  suggested 
also  to  In*  free  from  any  important  objections, 
ail  the  rrgulations  of  the  charter,  it  is  believed 
le  amount  of  gold  and  silver  required  will  aObrd 
ieijuate  tfu^^ply  fur  commencing  and  continuing 
lymciits  or  the  bank  in  current  coin;  while  the 
which  tht  bank  wiJI  possess  to  convert  its  stock 
In  of  capital  into  bullion  or  coin,  from  time  to 
is  calculated  to  provide  for  any  probable  aug- 
,>tion  of  the  demand.  This  object  being  sutH- 
secured,,the  capital  of  the  bank  is  next  to  be 
^ycd,  in  perfect  consistency  with  the  general  in- 
and  safe*y  of  the  institution,  to  raise  the  value 
pubhc  securities,  by  withdrawing  almost  one- 
tiftlj'i)f  the  amcunt  from  the  ordinary  slock  market. 
No_j^ill  the  bsiiik  be  allowed  to  eipose  the  public  to 
tbejfcnger  of  a  '.iepreciation,  by  returning  any  part  of 
the^ck  to  the,  market,  until  it  has  been  offered,  at 
t^eft  rrent  pric^,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
I'u^;  and  it  i"  not  an  inconsiderable  ad\antagc,  in 
^^e*^owing  8ta*e  of  the  public  revenue,  that  the  stock 
Hub^ibed  to  tlie  capital  of  the  bank  will  become  rc- 
<|eel^ble  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government. 

le  subscrij.iion  to  the  capital  of  the  bank  is 
»d  to  every  species  of  funded  stock.  The  csti- 
tthat  the  r«.-«'enues  of  1816  and  1817  will  enable 
treasury  to  discharge  the  whole  of  the  Treasury 
|lebt,  furni.siics  the  only  reason  for  omitting  to 
i-ize  a  subscj^iption  in  that  species  of  debt.  Thus, 
old  and  I'.jw  six  per  cent,  stocks  are  receivable 

'1  •.''  seven  pit  cent,  stock,  upon  a  valuation  refer- 
ring;' V)  the  30th  of  September,  1816,  is  receivable  at  I 
y^l  dollars  per  cent. 

three   p«r   cent,  stock,  which  can  only  be  re- 
^d   for   its  nominal  or  certificate  value,  may  be 
itcd,  undef  all  circumstances,  to  be  worth  about 
Iwo  per  cent,  when  the  six  per  cent,  stock  is  at 
)ut  as  it  u^  desirable  to  accomplish  the  rederap- 
this  stocl    upon  equitable  terms,  it  is  made  re- 
He  at  8uty-.tive  per  cent.,  the  rate  sanctioned  by 
jvernmen*.  and  in    part  accepted   by  the  stock- 
in  the  vrar  1807. 

I^the  instal»oent8  for  paying  the  subscriptions,  it 

^*/  necessarf  to  observe  that  they  are  regulated  by 

Ve  to  reco*icile  an  early  commencement  of  the 

[ions  of  th;.  bank  with  the  existing  difficulties  in 

jrrcncy,  ai»d  with  the  convenience  of  the  subscri- 

In  one  of  the  modes  proposed  for  discharging 

ibscriptior.  of  the  (.lovrrnment,  it  is  particularly 

hplalcd  to:  aid  the  bank  with  a  medium  which 

fail  to  aljcviale  the  t'lrst  pressure  fur  payments 

I 

It  18  propt>ed  that  the  National  Bank  shall  be 

Hed    by    tWenty-five    directors,   and    each   of  its 

lies  by  thii^teen  directors;  that  the  President  of 

lited  Stat(j».  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 

shall  ap^int  five  of  the  directors  of  the  bank, 

w  hom  sh^l  be  chosen  as  president  of  the  bank 

board  of  ^iirectors  ;  that  the  resident  stockhold- 

ill  elect  m^enty  of  the  directors  of  the  National 

who   shalf.  be  resident    citizens   of  the   United 

and  that'.chc  National   Bank  shall  appoint  the 

p^rsof  each.iiranch,  (l>eing  resident  citizens  of  the 

States.)  k^ne  of  whom  shall  f»e  designated  by 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  president 
of  the  branch  bank. 

The  participation  of  the  President  and  Senate  of 
the  United  States  in  the  appointment  of  directors,  a[>- 
pears  to  be  the  only  feature  in  the  proposition  for  the 
Government  of  the  National  Bank  which  requires  an 
explanatory  remark. 

Upon  general  principles,  wherever  a  pecuniary  in- 
terest is  to  be  etl'ected  by  the  operations  of  a  public 
institution,  a  representative  authority  ought  to  be  re- 
cognised. The  United  States  wUi  be  the  proprietors 
of  one-fifth  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  and  m  that 
proportion,  upon  general  principles,  they  should  be 
represented  in  the  direction.  But  an  apprehension 
has  sometimes  been  expressed  lest  the  power  of  the 
Go>ernment  thus  inserted  into  the  admini»tration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  bunk  should  be  employed  eventually 
to  alienate  the  funds,  and  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the 
institution.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  fate  of  banks 
in  other  countries,  subject  to  forms  of  Gorernment 
essentially  dilTerent,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  cause 
for  apprehension  here.  Inde(>endent  of  the  obvious 
improbability  of  the  attempt,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  cannot,  by  any  legislative  or  executive 
act,  impair  the  rights,  or  multiply  the  obligations  of  a 
corporation  constitutionally  established,  as  long  as  the 
independence  and  integrity  of  the  judicial  power  shall 
be  maintained.  W  hatcver  accommodation  the  Treas- 
ury may  have  occasion  to  ask  from  the  bank,  can  only 
be  asked  under  the  license  of  a  law  ;  and  whatever 
accommodation  shall  be  obtained  must  be  obtained 
from  the  voluntary  assent  of  the  directors,  acting  un- 
der the  responsibility  of  their  trust. 

Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  department  of  the 
Government,  which  is  invested  with  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment to  all  the  important  offices  of  the  State,  it 
.1  proper  department  to  exercise  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment in  relation  tj  a  national  trust  of  incalculable 
magnitude.  The  National  Bank  ought  not  to  be  re- 
garded simply  as  a  commercial  bank.  It  will  not  ope- 
rate upon  the  funds  of  the  stockholders  alone,  but 
much  more  upon  the  funds  of  the  nation.  Its  conduct, 
good  or  bad,  will  not  affect  the  corporate  credit  and  re- 
sources alone,  but  much  more  the  credit  and  resources 
of  the  Government.  In  fine,  it  is  not  an  institution 
created  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  and  profit  alone, 
but  much  more  for  the  purposes  of  national  policy,  as 
an  auxiliary  in  the  exercise  of  some  of  the  highest 
powers  of  the  Government.  Under  such  circumstances 
the  public  interests  cannot  be  too  cautiously  guaaded, 
and  the  guards  proposed  can  never  be  injurious  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  institution.  The  right  to 
inspect  the  general  accounts  of  the  bank  may  be  em- 
ployed to  detect  the  evils  of  a  mal-administration  ;  but 
an  interior  agency  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs  will 
best  serve  to  prevent  them. 

III.  It  is  propped  that,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
privileges  of  a  corporation,  the  notes  of  the  National 
Bank  shall  be  received  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States,  unless  Congress  shall  hereafter  otherwise  pro- 
vide by  law  ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  duties  usually 
required  from  a  corporation  of  this  description,  the 
National  Bank  shall  be  employed  to  receive,  transfer, 
and  distribute,  the  public  revenue,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  proper  department. 

The  reservation  of  a  legislative  power  on  the  sub- 
ject of  accepting  the  notes  of  the  National  Bank  in 
payments  to  the  Government,  i*  the  only  new  stipula- 
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tien  in  the  present  proposition.  It  is  designed  not 
merely  as  one  of  the  securities  for  the  general  conduct 
of  the  bank,  but  as  the  means  of  preserving  entire  the 
sovereign  authority  of  Congress  relative  to  the  coin 
and  currency  of  the  United  States.  Recent  occurrences 
inculcate  the  expediency  of  such  a  reservation,  but  it 
may  be  confidently  hoped  that  an  occasion  to  enforce 
it  will  never  arise. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  stipulate  that  the  bank  shall  in 
any  case  be  bound  to  make  loans  to  the  Government ; 
but,  in  that  respect,  whenever  a  loan  is  authorized  by 
law,  the  Government  will  act  upon  the  ordinary  foot- 
ing of  an  applicant  for  pecuniary  accommodation. 

I  V^  It  is  proposed  that  the  organization  of  the  National 
Bank  shall  be  effected  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  ; 
and  that  its  operations  shall  commence  and  continue 
upon  the  basis  of  payments  in  the  current  coin  of  the 
United  States,  with  a  qualified  power  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Government  to  suspend  such  payments. 

The  proposition  now  submitted  necessarily  implies 
an  opinion  that  it  is  practicable  to  commence  the  ope- 
rations of  the  National  Bank  upon  a  circulation  of 
gold  and  silver  coin  ;  and,  in  support  of  the  opinion,  a 
few  remarks  are  respectfully  offered  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  : 

1.  The  actual  receipts  of  the  bank,  at  the  opening 
of  the  subscription,  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  $8,400,- 
000;  of  which  the  sum  of  !i>l,400.000  will  consist  of. 
gold  and  silver,  and  the  sum  of  .i>7,000,000  will  consist 
of  publiT?  stock  convertible  by  sale  into  gold  and  silver. 
But  the  actual  receipts  of  the  bank,  at  the  expiration 
of  six    months   from  the  opening  of  the  subscription, 
will  amount  to  the  sum  of  $16,800,000 ;  of  which  the 
sum  of  $2,800,000  will  be  in  gold  and  silver,  and  the 
sum  of  $14,000,000  will  be  in  public  stock  convertible 
by  sale    into  gold  and  silver.     To  the  fund  thus  pos- 
sessed  by  the   bank,  the  accumulations  of  the  public 
revenue  and  the  deposites  of  individuals  being  added, 
there  can  be  little  doubt,  from  past  experience  ami  ob- 
servation in  reference  to  similar  establishments,  that  a 
sufficient  foundation  will  exist  for  a  gradual  and  judi- 
cious issue  of  bank    notes  payable  on  demand  in  the 
current  coin  ;   unless,  contrary  to  all  probability,  pub- 
lic confidence  should  be  withheld  from  the  institution, 
or  sinister  combinations  should  be  formed  to  defeat  its 
operations,  or  the  demands  of  an  unfavorable  balance 
of  trade  should  press  upon  its  metallic  resources. 

2.  The  public  confidence  cannot  be  withheld  from 
the  institution.  The  resources  of  the  nation  will  be 
intimately  connected  with  the  resources  of  the  bank. 
The  notes  of  the  bank  are  accredited  in  every  pay- 
ment to  the  Government,  and  must  become  familiar 
in  every  pecuniary  negotiation.  Unless,  therefore,  a 
state  of  things  exist  in  which  gold  and  silver  only  can 
command  the  public  confidence,  the  National  Bank 
must  command  it.  But  the  expression  of  the  public 
sentiment  does  not.  even  at  this  period,  leave  the  ques- 
tion exposed  to  difficulty  and  doubt ;  it  is  well  known 
that  the  wealth  of  opulent  and  commercial  nations  re- 
quires for  its  circulation  something  more  than  a  me- 
dium composed  of  the  precious  metals.  The  incom- 
petency of  the  existing  paper  substitutes  to  furnish  a 
national  currency  is  also  well  known.  Hence,  through- 
out the  United  Stales,  the  public  hope  seems  to  rest, 
at  this  crisis,  upon  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank  ;  and  every  citizen,  upon  private  or  upon  patriotic 
motives,  will  he  prepared  to  support  the  lustilution. 

3.  Sinister  combinations  to  defeat  the  operations  of 
a  National  Bank,  ought  not  to  be  presumed,  and  need 


not  be  feared.  It  is  true  that  the  influence  of  the 
State  banks  is  extensively  diffused  ;  but  the  State 
banks,  and  the  patrons  of  the  State  banks,  partake  of 
the  existing  evils;  they  must  be  conscious  of  the  in- 
adequacy of  Slate  institutions  to  restore  and  maintain 
the  national  currency  ;  they  will  perceive  that  there 
is  sufficient  space  in  the  commercial  sphere  for  the 
movement  of  the  Stale  banks  and  the  National  Bank; 
and.  upon  the  whole,  they  will  be  ready  to  act  upon 
the  impulse  of  a  common  duly,  and  a  common  in- 
terest. If,  however,  most  unexpected!}',  a  different 
course  should  be  pursued,  the  concurring  powers  of 
the  National  Treasury  and  the  National  Bank  will  be 
sufficient  to  avert  the  danger. 

4.  The  demand  of  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade 
appears  to  be  much  overrated.  It  is  not  practicable,  at 
this  lime,  to  ascertain  either  the  value  of  the  goods  im> 
ported  since  the  peace,  or  the  value  of  the  properly  em- 
ployed to  pay  for  them.  But  when  it  is  considered 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  importations  arose  from 
investments  of  American  funds  previously  in  Europe; 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  price  has  been  paid  by 
American  exports;  ihat  a  great  proportion  has  been 
paid  by  remittances  in  American  slocks ;  and  that  a 
great  proportion  remains  upon  credit  to  be  paid  by 
gradual  remittances  of  goods,  as  well  as  in  coin;  it 
cannot  be  justly  concluded,  that  the  balance  of  trade 
has  hitherto  materially  affected  the  national  slock  of 
the  precious  metals.  !So  far  as  an  opportunity  has  oc- 
curred for  observation,  the  demand  for  gold  and  silver 
to  export  appears  rather  to  have  arisen  from  the  expec- 
tation of  obtaining  a  higher  price  in  a  part  of  Europe, 
and  from  the  revival  of  commerce  with  the  countries 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  than  from  any  neces- 
sity to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  recent  importa- 
tions of  goods  into  the  United  States.  The  former  of 
these  causes  will  probably  soon  cease  to  operate,  and 
the  operation  of  the  latter  may,  if  necessary,  be  re- 
strained by  law. 

The  proposition  now  under  consideration  further 
provides  for  a  suspension  of  the  bank  payments  in  coin 
upon  any  future  emergency.  This  is  merely  a  matter 
of  precr.ution  ;  but,  if  the  emergency  should  arise,  it 
must  be  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  power  of  suspen- 
sion ought  rather  to  be  confided  to  the  Government 
than  to  the  directors  of  the  institution. 

\.  It  is  proposed  that  a  bonus  be  paid  to  the  Gov- 
ernment by  the  subscribers  to  the  National  Bank,  in 
consideration  of  the  emoluments  to  be  derived  from  an 
exclusive  charter,  during  a  period  of  twenty  years. 

Independent  of  the  bonus  here  proposed  to  be  ex- 
acted, there  are  undoubtedly  many  public  advantages 
to  be  drawn  from  the  establishment  of  the  National 
Bank  ;  but  these  are  generally  of  an  incidental  kind,  and 
(as  in  the  case  of  the  deposites  and  distribution  of  the 
revenue)  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  equivalents, 
not  for  the  monopoly  of  the  charter,  but  for  the  re- 
ciprocal advantages  oi  a  fiscal  connexion  with  the  pub 
lie  Treasury. 

The  amount  of  the  bonus  should  be  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  the  charter  grant;  or.  in  other  words,  to 
the  net  profits  which  the  subscribers  will  probably 
make,  in  consequence  of  their  incorporation.  The 
average  rate  of  the  dividends  of  the  Stale  banks,  before 
the  suspension  of  payments  in  coin,  was  about  eight 
per  cent,  per  annum.  It  appears  by  a  report  from  this 
department  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  the 
3d  of  April,  1810,  that  the  annual  dividends  of  the 
late  Bank  of  th«  United  States,  averaged,  throughout 
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uraUon  of |u  charter,  the  rate  of  8  13-36  per  cent. 

ndcr  aJI  tjie  circumstances  which  will  attend  the 
ishnient  j;n  J  operations  of  the  proposed  National 
Its  enlarged  capital,  and  the  extended  field  of 
tition,  It  js  not  di-emed  reasonable,  for  the  pres- 
rpnse,  to  rate  the  annual  dividends  of  the  insti- 
hij(her  l>>an  seven  per  cent,  upon  its  capital  of 
(>0,00<). 

owinp,  therefore,  two,  three,  and  four  years  for 
(iie£(iyment  of  the  bonus,  a  sum  of  $1,500,000  would 
taay^nt  to  about  four  per  rent,  upon  the  capital  uf  the 
taiM  and  would  constitute  a  Just  equivalent  for  the 
tien^  ,ts  ot  Its  charter. 

^CL   It  IS  prop.»spd  that   the  measures,  suggested  by 
ihe^llowin^  considerations,  be  adopted  to  aid  the  Na- 
^'  IJank  in  commencing   and  maintaining  its  op- 
as  upon  the  basis  of  payments  in  the  current 

"o  restored  ihc  national  currency  of  gold  and  sil- 
fis  essential  that  the  quantity  of  bank  paper  in 
tion  shocid  be  reduced ;  but  this  elTort  alone 
sutficier .  to  effect  the  object.  By  reducing  the 
r*Jt  of  bank  paper  its  value  must  be  proportionably 
nsed ;  and  as  soon  aa  the  amount  shall  be  con- 
to  the  limits  of  a  just  proportion  in  the  circu- 
medium  pf  the  country,  the  consequent  revival 
uses  for  toin,  in  the  busineRB  of  exchange,  will 
i<t8<^^  Its  reappearance  in  abundance.  The  policy, 
lieiKitcrest.  a;.d  the  honor  of  the  State  banks  will 
4lidBlate  them  to  undertake  and  prosecute  this  salu- 
ijar^  ork.  Bt>i  it  will  be  proper  to  apprize  them  that, 
4/ti|i  a  specific*  day,  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  have 
tootlKsurned  th.eir  payments  in  the  current  coin  will 
•OOtJi^  receivedMn  payments,  cither  to  the  Government 
<ir  Y^  .NaUonal'lBank. 

}  2|*rhe  resuniption  of  payments  in  current  coin  at 
t^^^ate  baiikd  will  remove  every  obstacle  to  the  com- 
isiel<^*inent  of  »iimilar  payments  at  the  National  Bank. 
Thiiifficulty  ot  commencing  payments  in  coin  is  not, 
I^otAfcrer,  to  be  considered  as  equal  to  the  difiicalty  of 
i-et^^.ing  them  The  National  Bank,  free  from  all  en- 
^^•Maaenia,  will  be  able  to  regulate  its  issues  of  paper 
wil^'A  view  to  '.he  danger,  as  well  as  to  the  demand 
ihs;.  Imay  be  ft^und  to  exist.  But  in  addition  to  the 
pnijjfges  gTanu>d  by  the  charter,  it  will  also  be  proper 
|o  «jj,)rize  the  t»tate  banks,  that,  after  the  commence- 
fiff  of  the  operations  of  the  National  Bank,  the  notes 
ff  #^ch  banks  n»  do  not  agree  to  receive,  reissue,  and 
^ir^ate  the  notes  of  that  institution,  shall  not  be  re- 
■ei|j,-fl  in  payra»'nl8  either  to  the  Government  or  to  the 
N^>fnal  Bank, 

I  (The  possibility  that  the  national  currency  of  coin 
in^  not  be  perfectly  restored  at  the  time  of  organizing 
thaiank,  bM  induced  the  proposition  that  the  pay- 
m<i|  of  the  Government  subscription  to  the  capital 
sht^be  made  in  Treasury  notes,  which  will  be  receiv- 
m  ail  pavments  to  the  Government,  and  to  the 
^ijnal  Bank]  but  which  will  not  be  demandable  in 
^^  The  prficiple  of  this  proposition  might,  per- 
b«  usefully  extended  to  authorize  the  National 
l^f  to  issue  soles  of  a  similar  character,  for  a  limited 
and  itjwill  be  proper  further  to  apprize  the 
banks  tliat  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  do  not 
to  receivf ,  reissue,  and  circulate  these  Treasury 
,  or  Natiofial  Bank  notes,  shall  not  be  received  in 

Si  fclents,  eitb^^r  to  the  Government  or  to  the  National 
T 

»  liave  the  honor,  very  refp«ctfiillv,  sir,  to  be  your 
;nc^^  obedient  servant,     "  A.'j.  D.\LLAS. 


Outline  of  a  plan  for  the  National  Bank. 

I.  The  charter  of  the  hank. 

I       1.  To  continue  twenty-one  years. 
!       2.  To  be  excJusivc. 

II.  The  capital  of  the  bank. 

I       1.  To  be  $36,000,000— at  present 
I       2.  To  be  augrnentable  by  Congress  to  .$50,000,000, 
!  and  the   additional  sum  to  be  distributed  among  the 
several  States. 

3.  To  be  dirided  into  350,000  shares  of  $100  each, 
;  on  the  capiul  of  $35,000,000,  and  to  be  subscribed — 
I  By  the  United  Sutes,  one-fifth  or  70,000 

shares $7,000,000 

By  corporations  and    individuals,   four- 
I       fifths,  or  280,000  shares     -         -         -       28,000,000 


S 


I 


$35,000,000 


4.  To  be  compounded  of  public  debt  and  of  gold  and 
silver;  as  to  the  subscriptiona  of  corporations  and  in- 
dividuals, in  the  proportions — 

Of  funded  debt,  three-fourths,  equal  to  -    .$21,000,000 
Of  gold  and  silver,  one-fourth,  equal  to  -        7,000,000 


$28,000,000 


The  subscriptions  of  six  per  cent,  stock  to  be  at  par. 

The  subscriptions  of  three  per  cent,  stock  to  be  at 
65  per  cent. 

The  subscriptions  of  seven  per  cent,  stock  to  be  at 
106  51-100  per  cent. 

5.  The  subscriptions  m  public  debt  may  be  dis* 
charged  at  pleasure  by  the  Government  at  the  rate  at 
which  it  is  subscribed. 

6.  The  subscriptions  of  corporations  or  individuals 
to  be  payable  by  instalments — 

(1.)  Specie,  at  subscribing, 
On  each  share,  .$5         ....      $1,400,000 
.\t  six  months,  $5         ....  1,400,000 

.At  twelve  months,  $5  .         .         -         .  1,400,000 

.\t  eighteen  months,  $10       -         -         .         2,800,000 


(2.)  Public  debt,  at  subt*cribing, 
Each  share,  $25  -  -  -  - 
.\t  six  months,  $25  -  .  . 
.\t  twelve  months,  .$25 


7,000,000 

7,000,000 
7,000,000 
7,000,000 

$88,000,000 


7.  The  subacription  of  the  United  Sutea  to  he  paid 
in  instalments  not  extending  beyond  a  period  of  seven 
years ;  the  first  insUlments  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of 
sub«:ribing.  and  the  payments  to  be  made  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Government,  eithci 

In  gold  and  silver,  or. 

In  six  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable  at  the  pleaaure  of 
the  Government,  or. 

In  'J'reasury  notes  not  fundable  nor  bearing  interest, 
nor  payable  at  a  particular  time,  but  receivable  in  all 
payments  to  the  Government,  and  also  in  all  pay- 
menu  to  the  bank,  with  a  right,  on  the  part  of  the 
bank,  to  reissue  the  Treasury  notes  so  paid,  from  time 
to  time,  until  they  are  discharged  by  paymcnU  to  the 
Government. 

8.  The  bank  shall  be  at  liberty  to  sell  the  stock  por- 
tion of  its  capital  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  
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in  any  one  year  ;  but,  if  the  sales  are  intended  to  be 
eftccted  in  the  United  SUtes,  notice  thereof  shall  be 
given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  may,  if  they  please,  be- 
come the  purchasers,  at  the  market  price,  not  exceed- 
ing par. 

III.  The  Government  of  the  Bank. 

1.  The  bank  shall  be  esUblished  at  Philadelphia, 
with  power  to  erect  branches,  or  to  employ  State  banks 
as  branches  eUewhere. 

2.  There  shall  be  twenty-five  directors  for  the  bank 
at  Philadelphia,  and  thirteen  directors  for  each  of  the 
branches  where  branches  are  erected,  with  the  usual 
description  and  number  of  oflficcr?. 

3.  The  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  annually  ap- 
point five  of  the  directora  of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia. 

4.  The  qualified  stockholders  shall  annually  elect 
twenty  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia  ; 
but  a  portion  of  the  directors  shall  be  changed  at  every 
annual  election,  upon  the  principle  of  rotation. 

5.  The  directors  of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia  shall 
annually,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election, 
chooae  one  of  the  five  directors  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  be  president 
of  the  bank  ;  and  the  president  of  the  bank  shall  al- 
ways be  re-eligible  if  reappointed. 

6.  The  directors  of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia  shall 
annually  appoint  thirteen  directors  for  each  of  the 
branches,  where  branches  are  erected,  and  shall  trans- 
mit a  list  of  the  persons  appointed  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

7.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  an- 
nually designate,  from  the  list  of  the  branch  directors, 
the  person  to  be  the  president  of  the  respective 
branches. 

8.  None  but  resident  citizens  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  directors  of  the  bank,  or  its  branches. 

9.  The  stockholders  may  vote  for  directors  in  person 
or  by  proxy  ;  but  no  stockholder,  who  is  not  resident 
within  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  election,  shall 
vote  by  proxy  ;  nor  shall  any  one  person  vote  as  proxy 
a  greater  number  of  votes  than  he  would  bo  entitled  to 
in  his  own  right,  according  to  a  scale  of  voting  to  be 
graduated  by  the  number  ot  shares  which  the  voters 
respectively  hold. 

10.  The  bank  and  its  several  branches,  or  the  State 
banks  employed  as  branches,  shall  furnish  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  the  Trea.-ary  Department  with  state- 
ments of  their  officers,  in  such  form  and  at  such  period 
as  shall  be  required. 

IV.  The  privileges  and  dtUiu  of  the  Bank. 

1.  The  bank  shall  enjoy  the  usual  privileges,  and 
be  subject  to  the  usual  restrictions  of  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  instituted  for  such  purposes,  and  the  for- 
gery of  its  notes  shall  be  made  penal. 

2.  The  notes  of  the  bank  shall  be  receivable  in  «dl 
payments  to  the  United  Statoi!,  unless  Congress  shall 
hereafter  otherwise  provide  by  law. 

3.  The  bank  and  its  branches,  and  State  banks  em- 
ployed as  branches,  shall  give  the  necessary  aid  and 
facility  to  the  Treasury  for  transfernng  the  public  funds 
from  place  to  place,  and  for  making  payments  to  the 
public  creditorc,  without  charging  commissions,  or 
claiming  allowances  on  account  of  dififerences  of  ex- 
change, &.C. 

V.  The  organization  and  operation  of  the  Bank. 

1.  Subscriptions  to  be  opened  with  as  htile  delay  a^ 
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possible,  and  at  as  few  places  as  shall  be  deemed  jost 
and  convenient.  The  commissioners  may  be  named 
in  the  act,  or  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

2.  The  bank  to  be  organized,  and  commence  its  ope- 
rations in  specie,  as  soon  as  the  sum  of  $1,400,000  has 
been  actually  received  from  the  subscriptions  in  gold 
and  silver. 

3.  The  bank  shall  not  at  any  time  8usp>end  its  spe- 
cie payments,  unless  the  same  shall  be  previously  au- 
thorized by  Congress,  if  in  session,  or  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  if  Congress  be  not  in  session. 
In  the  latter  case,  the  suspension  shall  continue  for 
six  weeks  after  the  meeting  of  Congress,  unless  au- 
thorized by  law. 

VI.   The  bonus  for  the  charter  of  the  Bank. 

The  subscribers  to  the  bank  shall  pay  a  premium  to 
the  Government  for  its  charter.  Estimating  the  profits 
of  the  bank  from  the  probable  advance  in  the  value  of 
its  stock,  and  the  result  of  its  business  when  in  full 
operation  at  seven  per  cent.,  a  bonus  of  $1,500,000, 
payable  in  equal  instalmenu  of  two,  three,  and  four 
years,  after  the  bank  commences  its  operations,  might, 
under  all  circumstances,  be  considered  as  about  four 
per  cent,  upon  its  capital,  and  would  constitute  a  rea- 
sonable premium. 


Tuesday,  January  9. 

.Mr.  SruRGEs  presented  a  petition  of  the  Sau- 
satuck  Manufacturing  Compaoy,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  praying  that  such  tueasures  may  be 
adopted  as  will  afford  security  and  encourage- 
ment to  various  domestic  manufaciuring  estab- 
lishments. 

Mr.  H0PKIN8ON  presented  a  peiitioo  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  prohibiting  the  export- 
ation of  gold  and  silver  coin. — Relerred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MiDDLETO.N  pre>ented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  llliDois,  praying 
that  further  lime  may  be  allowed  for  the  locaiioo 
of  claims  to  land  in  that  Territory,  which  have 
been  coolirmt'd  by  the  proper  authority. —  Refer- 
red 10  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Hardin  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  relative  to 
compensation  for  horses  lo.>'t  by  the  citizens  of 
that  State  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
while  in  the  service  ol  the  United  States. — Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Uniontown  and  Browof^ville,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  measures 
may  be  adopted  lor  the  compleiiou  of  the  great 
national  road  from  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to 
Wheeling  on  the  river  Ohio. — Referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  RoBERTSo,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
''for  ifie  relief  of  Joseph  Anderson."  without 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Comraillee  of  the  Whole  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, and  on  various  peiiiions  from  sundry  in- 
babitaaik  of  the  said  Territory,  asking  further 
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;tifc«  to  pay  for  lands  purchased  of  the  United 
S  ■Aes.  whiclfi  was  read:  When  Mr.  Robertson 
If  jirted  a  bijt  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers 
offltblic  lan(f<  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  which 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
jie  Whol^,  on  Friday  next. 
Ir.  STANTpRD.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
J  reconiraiiied  the  report  upon  the  subject  of 
^vision  oP'thetules  and  orders  of  the  House, 
jried  the  >irae  with  amendment ;  and  the  said 
f'ort  was  foramitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
I;^ole  tu-ra^rrow. 
Ir.  JoHN9!oN.  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
.lc|^on  Militiiry  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making 
pr  ^Jrision  fur  an  additional  Military  Academy. 
W  ,\c\\  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
0j  liee  of  the  -Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

'  l^dered,  'l*hat  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
tu  borrow. 

||n  engros^d  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
li.Bof  Georg<  S.  Wise,"  was  read  the  third  time 
a[^^  pa>sed. 

^n  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
tl'jftdischargt  of  James  Jewett  from  his  impris- 
ot»ienl,"  w4<  read  the  third  time  and  pa>sed. 
\f  Messagi'  from  the  President  of  the  United 
received  yesterday,  was  read,  transmitting 
?port  at-  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the 
(^rations  of:  that  establi^hment,  during  the  last 
Jr. 

'he  Speaker  laid   before   the   House  a  letter 

jhi  the  SecTeiary  of  the  Navy,  transmiitine  the 

lual  repori  of  the  Commi>siuners  of  the  Navy 

ibion  Fupd  ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

/i)n  motioO  of  Mr.  Birdseye,  the  Committee 
cX  Foreign  .flelations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
i  0  the  e^pvdiency  of  prohibiting,  by  law,  all 
(  fnmercial:  intercourse  between  the  citizens  or 
<.  ijects  of  any  foreign  Power  and  the  Indians 
•■  fihin  the  United  States,  or  Territories  belonging 
t  '.ihe  United  States. 

f     EXTO'SION  OF  A  PATENT  RIGHT. 

lAIr.  Mar^h,  from  a  select  conimiilee.  made  a 
<  iiort  on  tKe  petition  of  John  Tyler  and  Benja- 
(  Jn  Tyler  which  was  read:  When  Mr.  Marsh, 
i  u)orted  a  h\\\  to  extend  to  Benjamin  Tyler 
i^d  John  Tyler,  of  the  State  of  New  Hainp- 
]jre,  the  f>4tenl  right  to  certain  improvements 
*i  the  corrJtructiou  of  corn  and  other  mills; 
yjich  wasread  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
^lieeof  thie  Whole  on  Friday  next. — The  report 
as  follow'-: 

That  the  j>elitioner«  represent  that,  prior  to  the  year 

0,  one   benjamin  Tyler   had    invented  a  new  and 

ful  improvement   in  the  construction  of  flour  and 

l|ier   mills  .  that  on  that  daj  he  obtained  a  patent, 

gyording  t»  law,  for  the  exclusive  right  of  using  the 

^d  improvmnent  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years  from 

^t  date ;  t^at  afterwards  he  made  an  assignment  of 

said  pat^'it  to  the  petitioners  in  due  form.     They 

ilior  reprw^ent  that  several  persons  interfered  with 

J  invadet^the  right  of  using  the  said  improvement 

.'18  secureJ  to  them   by  the  said  patent  and  assign- 

i^ent,  by  initvducing  the  same  into  mills  without  their 

jrense;  that,  in  the  year  1804.  they  instituted  a  suit 
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againat  one  of  the  persons  thus  intrenching  on  their 
exclusive  right  to  the  said  improvement;  that  the 
defendant  in  the  aaid  tuit,  by  means  of  combine- 
tions  of  various  interested  individuals,  protracted  the 
pendency  of  saul  suit  until  the  year  1810;  that  the 
court  then  arrested  the  verdict  found  in  the  said 
cause  fur  the  plaintiffs,  on  account  of  Mome  sup- 
posed defect  in  the  declaration ;  that  the  petitioners, 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  suit,  were  put  to  great 
expense  and  trouble,  and  though  by  the  said  verdict 
they  established  their  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
said  improvement,  yet  they  lost  the  benefit  of  the 
damages  and  cost  awarded  to  them  by  the  said  verdict; 
and  that,  by  means  of  the  pendency  of  the  said  suit 
during  the  space  of  six  years,  their  said  improvement 
was  brought  into  discredit,  and  they  deprived  of  the 
benefit  and  profit  of  selling  the  right  to  others  of  using 
the  said  improvement,  while  the  time  for  which  the 
same  had  been  patented  to  them  had  in  some  measure 
expired. 

They  pray  Congress  to  pass  an  act  granting  to  them 
the  exclusive  right  of  using,  and  vending  to  others  to 
be  used,  the  said  improvement  for  another  term  of 
fourteen  years  after  the  expiration  of  their  said  patent. 
The  committee  report  that  they  find  llie  facts  slated 
in  the  said  petition  supported  by  suflicient  testimony, 
and  that  the  said  invention  is  a  new  and  useful  im- 
provement in  the  construction  of  nulls,  and  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  granted.  They 
recommend  to  Congress  the  following  resolution  : 

Kesoivfd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
to  be  granted  ;  and  that  the  exclusive  right  of  using 
the  said  improvement  be  extended  to  the  said  pe- 
titioners for  the  term  of  sevcm  years  from  this  time. 

REVENUE  SVSTE.Vf  REVISED. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Me.m.s,  lo  whom  have  been  referred  that  part 
of  the  Pre>ideni's  Mes>age  winch  relates  to  the 
revenue,  and  the  annual  repori  vl  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  except  that  part  which  relates 
to  the  establislinieni  of  a  National  Bitnk,  in.ide  a 
report;  which  was  read.  Rnd  retened  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wlioie  on  Friday  next.— The  re- 
port IS  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  have 
been  committed  that  part  of  the  President's  .Message 
which  relates  to  the  revenue,  and  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  excepting  that  part 
which  relates  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank,  ask  leave 
to  explain  the  general  views  which  have  induced  them 
to  Bulimit  to  the  House  the  propositions  with  which 
they  shall  conclude  their  report: 

"  The  arrangement  of  the  finances,  with  a  view  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  a  permanent  Peace 
Establishment,"  has  been  the  first  subject,  after  pro- 
viding for  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  of  1815, 
which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  committee. 
Whilst  they  recognise,  with  unmixed  satisfaction, 
"that  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  public  rev- 
enue, which  will  allow  an  immediate  allrviation  of  the 
burdens  imposed  by  the  necessities  of  the  war,"  they 
well  know  that  such  an  alleviation  ran  only  be  ex- 
pected and  wished  to  an  extent  "which  shall  leave  to 
the  Government  the  means  of  maintaining  its  faith  in- 
violate, and  of  prosecuting  successfully  the  measures 
of  a  liberal"  and  provident  |)olicy. 

In  forming  an  opinion  upon  the  expenditures  of  a 
permanent  Peace  Establishment,  they  have  supposed 
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it  right  that  their  attention  should  be  directed,  not 
only  to  the  resources  of  the  United  States,  but  to  the 
condition  of  other  Powers.  In  the  perplexed  system 
of  European  policy  the  United  States  can  have  no  dis- 
position to  interpose  ;  but  their  conduct  must  necessa- 
rily be  affected  by  views  connected  with  the  military 
or  financial  resources  of  those  States  with  which  their 
relations  are  most  interesting.  It  is  impossible  not  to 
see  that  Europe  is  more  military  than  ever,  and  that, 
accustomed  by  twenty  years  of  war  to  exertions  that 
were  once  thought  impracticable,  her  Governments 
have  acquired  a  power  which  makes  preparation  more 
difficult  and  more  nece.ssary  on  the  part  of  every  State 
exposed  to  the  chance  of  their  hostility.  It  must  be 
doubtful  what  precise  increase  of  expenditure  these 
considerations  of  foreign  policy  or  views  of  internal 
improvement  may  induce  Congress  iventually  to  au- 
thorize; but  even  the  measures  now  befoie  them  ap- 
pear to  require  a  considerable  addition  to  the  estimates 
of  the  annual  peace  expenditure. 

The  only  preparation  against  the  dangers  of  foreign 
aggression,  which  it  falls  within  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  recommend,  is  that  of  a 
revenue  ;  which,  in  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, shall  not  burden  unnecessarily  the  industry 
of  the  citizen  ;  which  shall  be  capable  of  repairing,  by 
an  expansion  of  the  powers  of  some  of  its  parts,  the 
injuries  which  war  may  inflict  in  others  ;  and,  above 
•II,  shall  be  disencumbered  from  debt  as  soon  as  the 
resources  of  the  country  and  the  conditions  of  its  con- 
tracts will  permit.  Public  debts  have,  indeed,  some- 
times been  considered  as  giving  stability  and  order  to 
%  Slate,  but  the  committee  can  never  believe  that  a 
Government  which  secures  every  civil  and  political 
right  to  the  great  iKxIy  of  the  people,  can  want  that 
security  which  would  be  afforded  by  the  distribution  of 
any  amount  of  annual  interest  upon  its  debt,  which, 
to  be  received  by  the  tew,  must  be  paid  by  the  many. 
It  may  be  true  that  a  public  debt  only  makes  a  differ- 
ent distribution  of  the  income  of  society,  but  it  pays 
the  stockholder  what  would  be  reserved  for  supporting 
the  seaman  and  the  soldier.  That  Government,  in- 
deed, does  well,  which,  when  forced  into  war,  brings 
into  the  contest  every  resource  which  credit  or  revenue 
can  furnish  ;  but  it  neglects  one  of  its  first  duties  when 
it  allows  the  season  of  peace  to  pass  away  without  an 
adequate  provision  for  removing  every  encumbrance 
upon  Its  effective  revenue.  The  committee  accord- 
ingly consider  it  as  an  indispensable  requisite  in  any 
arrangement  of  revenue  and  expenditure  in  peace,  that 
it  shall  provide  for  the  rapid  extinguishment  of  the 
public  debt. 

To  attain  this  object  a  considerable  revenue  will  be 
required.  In  selecting  the  taxes  which  should  com- 
pose it,  the  duties  upon  imported  articles  may  be  ex- 
pected to  furnish  the  principal  supply.  Cheap  and 
easy  in  their  collection,  paid  like  all  indirect  taxe.s, 
when  it  is  convenient  to  pay  them,  they  will  be  found, 
under  a  system  of  prudent  moderation,  to  discourage 
no  branch  of  national  industry.  Duties,  indeed,  either 
upon  importation  or  exportation,  seem  to  be  the  natu- 
ral resource  of  countries  thinly  peopled,  which,  ex- 
porting a  large  amount  of  their  agricultural  produc- 
tions, receive  in  return  the  manufactures  of  older 
States.  The  distance,  too,  of  the  States  from  which 
our  importations  are  made,  renders  it  more  difficult  to 
evade  the  payment  of  duties  here  than  in  countries 
which  are  separated  from  active  and  enterprising  neigh- 
bors by  a  river  or  a  conventional  line.     But  as  our 


agriculture  obtains  markeU  at  home,  as  wealth  spreads 
itself  over  inland  countries,  where  commerce  can  but 
imperfectly  follow,  our  imports  as  well  as  our  exports 
must  bear  a  continually  lessening  proportion  to  the 
wealth  of  the  country. 

And  even  now,  while  the  principal  source  of  ordi- 
nary revenue  in  peace  must  be  furnished  by  the  cus- 
toms, it  is  probable  that  they  could  not  be  continued 
or  increased  to  an  amount  which  the  interest  and  re- 
imbursement of  our  debt  and  the  provisions  for  our 
security  require,  without  increasing  too  far  the  tempta- 
tion to  iUicit  importation.  The  objections,  too,  to  an 
entire  rehance  upon  them,  have  been  too  fully  de- 
veloped by  recent  experience  to  allow  the  committee 
to  recommend  that  they  should  constitute  the  whole 
income  of  the  country.  The  liberal  provision  which 
they  are  capable  of  making  in  peace,  disappears  in  the 
moment  when  war  requires  larger  contributions.  The 
Government  which  is  left  at  such  a  time  to  explore 
new  systems  of  internal  taxation,  to  discover  and  draw 
into  the  public  service  the  men  who  are  capable  of 
filling  the  diflerent  departments  of  the  revenue,  is  re- 
duced to  a  condition  in  which  the  zeal,  and  bravery, 
and  resources  of  the  nation  can  produce  their  natural 
effects  but  imperfectly.  The  committee,  therefore, 
concur  fully  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
opinion  which  he  has  expressed,  "  that  the  establish- 
ment of  a  revenue  system,  which  shall  not  be  exclu- 
sively dependent  upon  the  supplies  of  foreign  com- 
merce, appears,  at  this  juncture,  to  claim  particular 
attention." 

As  a  result  of  these  general  views  the  committee, 
with  deference  to  the  House,  recommend  the  adoplioa 
of  the  plan  of  revenue  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  exception  of  that 
part  of  it  which  proposes  to  continue  the  additional 
duties  upon  postage,  and  to  repeal  the  additional  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise,  imposed  by  the  act  of  De- 
cember, 1814.  The  communication  of  intelligence  be- 
tween the  different  parts  of  the  country,  it  appears  to 
the  committee  to  be  ihejust  policy  ofourGovernment  to 
facilitate  and  encourage;  and,  allhough  it  might  have 
been  right  to  exact  a  revenue  from  it,  under  circum- 
stances which  made  it  necessary  to  apply  every  re- 
source to  the  defence  of  the  State,  the  present  situation 
of  the  Treasury  may  well  allow  of  its  repeal.  The 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  admit,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  of  a  modification,  which,  by  propor- 
tioning the  price  of  the  license  in  some  degree  to  the 
business  of  the  retailer,  shall  render  them  as  produc- 
tive as  the  new  rates,  and  less  oppressive  than  the  old 
ones.  But  as  such  modification  could  only  apply  to 
licenses  for  1817,  the  committee  propose  to  make  it 
the  subject  of  a  future  report. 

The  permanent  laws  now  in  force  may  be  expected, 
af\er  the  expiration  of  temporary  duties,  to  produce  a 
net  annual  revenue  of  $25,278,840. 

The  direct  tax,  a  net  amount  of    - 
The  sale  of  public  lands         .         .         - 
Licenses  to  distillers,  gross 

amount  -         -         -  $1,200,000 

Carriages  -  -  .  -  175,000 
Licenses  to  retaUers  -  -  900,000 
Auctions    ....         4 00.000 


$5,600,000 
1,000,000 


Duties    on     furniture    and 
I      watches 


2,676,000         2,514,50« 
300,000 


'  I 


I  I 
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lanu/actu/e* 
[u  on  disUlled  spirits 


1,311,000 
2,500,000 

4,111,000 


3,864,340 

300,000 

12,000,000 

$25,278,840 


iich  ifl  thri  estimate  of  the  annual  revenue  which, 
b"<  Jaw,  is  Jerfared  to  be  pledged  "to  provide  for  the 
pi  ^ent  of  tb«;  expenses  of  the  GoTemment,  for  the 
pt  ^tual  paynjcnt  of  the  public  debt,  and  for  creating 
ari  ilcquate  sinking  fund."  If  the  recommendation 
cc  tined  in  ^he  report  of  the  Secretary,  with  the 
m-  Jfications  jlroposed  by  the  committee,  shall  be  Car- 
rie *»inlo  effeci,  there  wiil  be  deducted  from  this  rev- 
en  |^  of        $25,278,840 

Tl   ynet  amoi^t  of  duties  on  furniture 
cd  watches'^  on  manufactures  and  dis- 
pirits •      -  $3,864,340 
tage  duty  300,000 

n  •'  from  thef  net 
*)duct     of*  the 
l3id  tax     -  '      -     2,900,000 

r  7,064,340 

[|it   there  rsill  be  added  to 
^1  jcvenue — 

.fi-'  ^the    additional    duty    on 
^lls  -         -$1,200,000 

D^  on  stam|<i|S 


I  cd  wai 

Tl)  iposta 

Aii  ?  from 


refined  supAr 
.alt 


400,000 
150,000 
500,000 


I       iross  amount     - 

jet  amount 

B     .an   additirin  to 

t  I  customs,  tKjual 

I  the  product  of 

average    uddi- 

■1  of 42  percent. 

[be  rates  ijf  per- 

^nent  duty 


2,256,000 


2,115,000 


5,040,000 


7,155,000 
ling  the  ci.-ess  of  revenue  added,  above 
^at  deducted 

^nd  the  ar«nual  revenue 


90.660 


25,369,500 


Tjn  the  rep«>rtof  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  which 
been  referred  to  the  committee' — 
amount  i)f  the  annual  civil,  diplomatic,  and  mil 


Janeoufsfeipenses  IS  estimated  at 
annual  Ciililary  expenses  at     - 
annual  t  aval  expense  at  •         - 

interest  jn  the  funded  debt,  at  about 


; 


$1,800,000 
5,112,159 
2,716,510 
6,150,000 


15,778,669 


,0  this  ettimate  of  annual   expenditure  might  be 

led  the  amount  of  about  $1,850,000,  appropriated 

•the  paymi:nt  of  the   principal   of  the  public   debt; 

[ch,  with  I'le  $6,150,000  applicable  to  the  payment 

le  interest,  constitutes  the  sinking  fund  of  $8,000,- 

But  perhaps  an  easier  view  of  the  subject  may 

ifforded  bk  stating  separately  the  whole  sum  which 

proposeJ  to  apply  to  the  payment  of  the  principal 

^he  public'Jcbt,  exclusively  of  the  interest 


If  the  annual  revenue,  under  the  law  proposed,  be 
$25,369,500,  and  the  ordinary  annual  expense  be 
$15,778,669,  there  will  be  a  balance  of  $9,590,831, 
which  may  be  applied,  as  Congress  shall  direct,  to  na- 
tionul  defence,  to  internal  improvement,  and  to  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  public  debt.  The  considerations 
which  have  been  already  adverted  to  as  enjoining  the 
policy  of  providing  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  public 
debt  as  soon  as  the  resources  of  the  country  and  the  con- 
dition of  its  contracts  will  permit,  induce  the  commit- 
tee to  propose  that  to  that  object  may  be  annually  ap- 
propriated seven  millions,  after  the  year  1816;  which, 
added  tu  the  sum  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest, will  form  a  sinking  fund  of  $13,150,000,  and 
extinguish  the  public  debt  in  less  than  twelve  years. 
This  appropriation  would  still  leave  an  excess  of  an- 
nual revenue  above  the  estimates  of  ordinary  expen- 
diture furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
upwards  of  two  milhons  and  a  half,  to  be  applied  to 
any  other  branch  of  the  public  service. 

The  committi'e  have  confined  their  observations  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  a  permanent  Peace 
Establishment.  The  modification  of  the  plan  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  which  they  have  proposed, 
will  produce  too  small  an  efTect  upon  the  receipts  of 
1816  to  require  a  distinct  exposition  of  them,  and  the 
deficiency  in  the  receipts  of  1816,  (which  is  suggested 
in  the  Treasury  report,)  cannot  disturb  the  calculations 
which  have  been  submitted  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  succeeding  years,  since  the  estimated  defi- 
ciency is  less  than  seven  millions,  and  the  outstanding 
revenue  on  the  Ist  of  January  1817,  will  be  ab-)ut 
twenty  millions.  If,  however,  the  demands  upon  the 
Treasury  in  1817,  in  consequence  of  Congress  assu- 
ming the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  during  the  war, 
which  It  has  not  yet  sanctioned,  or  from  any  other 
cause,  shall  be  increased  beyond  the  present  estimates, 
or  beyond  an  amount  for  which  the  unappropriated 
revenue  may  provide,  the  sinking  fund  may  be  charged 
for  the  year  1817  with  the  payment  of  the  Treasury 
notes  which  may  be  issued  under  the  laws  now  in  force. 
In  preventing  an  addition  of  new  funded  debt,  it  will 
perform  its  office  as  usefully  as  in  extingui:ihing  the 
old  debt. 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in  force, 
until  the  30th  day  of  July  next,  and  until  an  act  shall 
be  passed  establishing  a  new  tanfTof  duties,  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  impoiiing  additional  duties  upon 
all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  and  for  other  purpose*;"  pasaod 
on  the  1st  July,  1812. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  "An  set  laying  a  duty  on  imported 
salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and 
allowance  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries;" 
passed  on  the  29th  July,  1813. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  States;"  passed  July  24,  1813. 

4.  Resoivcd,  That  it  inexpedient  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  ♦♦.An  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  on  notas, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of 
certain  descriptions;"  passed  on  the  2d  of  August, 
1813,  also  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  passed  on  the 
10th  day  of  December,  1814. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal,  from  the 
day   of next,  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 


I 

4* 

I 


1 


521 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


522 


Janoary,  1816. 


Commerce  with  Great  Britain. 


H.  OF  R. 


"An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue*  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on  licenses 
to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, and  for  increasing  the  rates  of  postage,"  passed 
on  the  23d  of  December,  1814,  as  imposes  additional 
duties  on  postage. 

6.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  so  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  "-An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"  passed  on  the  9th  January,  1815, 
ss  to  reduce  the  direct  tax  to  be  levied,  for  the  year 
1916.  and  succeeding  years,  to  three  millions;  and 
also  so  t.)  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
sdditionul  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
s  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia,"  passed  on 
the  27th  of  February,  1815,  as  to  reduce  the  direct  tax 
to  be  levied  therein,  annually,  to  $9,999  20. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act, 
entitled  ".\n  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States  and  Territories  thereof,  and 
by  amending  the  act  laying  dutif^s  on  licenses  to  dis- 
tillers of  spirituous  liquors,"  passed  on  the  21st  of  De- 
cember, 1H14,  excepting  only  the  16th,  18th,  19th,  and 
24th  sections  thereof,  from  and  after  the  Ist  of  April 
next,  and  from  the  same  day  to  add  one  hundred  per 
cent,  to  the  amount  of  the  duty  which  all  stills  now 
subject  to  duty  are  liable  to  pay. 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal,  from  and 
sfler  the  18th  day  of  .April  next,  the  act,  entitled  "An 
set  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United  Slates," 
passed  on  the  18th  of  January,  1815;  and  also  the 
set,  entitled  ".\n  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  sil- 
ver, and  plated  ware,  and  jewelry,  and  paste  work,  man- 
ufactured within  the  United  States, '  passed  on  the 
37tli  of  February,  1815,  from  the  same  day. 

9.  Resolved.  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household 
furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  passed  on 
the  lH(h  of  January.  1815. 

10.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  so  to  amend  the 
rates  of  duties  upon  imported  articles,  after  the  30th  of 
June  next,  as  that  they  shall  be  estimated  to  produce 
an  amount  equal  to  that  which  would  be  produced  by 
an  average  addition  of  forty-two  per  cent,  to  the  per- 
manent ratet"  of  duties. 

11.  Resolved,  That  the  deficiency  arising  from  the 
reduction  or  abolition  of  any  of  the  duties  heretofore 
pledged  by  law  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  establishment 
of  a  sinking  fund,  shall  be  supplied  by  appropriating 
to  those  objects  a  sufficient  amount  from  the  product 
cf  the  taxes  or  duties  proposed  to  be  continued  or 
increased. 

12.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that,  from  and  after 
the  year  1816,  an  addition  shall  be  made  to  the  sum 
of  $8,000,000,  now  annually  appropriated  for  the  pay- 


ment of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  public  debt, 
so  as  to  make  the  whole  sum  to  be  appropriated  an- 
nually to  that  purpose,  $13,500,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  a  further  consideratioa 
of  the  seTcral  petitions  referred  to  them,  which 
relate  to  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  last  men- 
tioned report. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  Convention  of  Commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain — the  ques- 
tion being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Gholson  said,  that  being  a  member  of  the 
committee  who  had  reported  the  bill  then  before 
the  House,  he  had  considered  it  especially  his 
duty  to  give  to  it  the  most  thorough  investigation. 
He  regretted  that,  owing  to  his  personal  indispo- 
sition, it  had  been  out  of  his  power  to  bestow  on 
the  subject  that  attention,  which  its  importance 
most  undoubtedly  merited.  He,  however,  had 
listened  patiently  to  the  arguments  which  had 
been  offered  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  These  ar- 
guments had  produced  no  conviction  to  his  mind. 
So  far  from  it,  (said  Mr.  G.)  I  am  fully  satisfied, 
that  if  the  doctrines  which  have  been  contended 
for  by  gentlemen  of  distinction  and  eminent  abil- 
ities, in  the  opposition,  were  reduced  to  practice, 
then  indeed  would  the  great  and  essential  powers 
of  the  Government  be  transferred  exclusively  to 
the  President  and  Senate,  and  this  House  would 
become  almost  a  cypher — but  little  more  than  a 
mere  tribunal  of  registry. 

Two  of  the  chief  and  principal  objects  of  the 
federal  compact  were,  the  provision  of  an  adequate 
national  revenue,  and  the  regulation  of  commerce 
with  foreign  nations.  Jurisdictionover  both  these 
subjects  is  given  by  the  Constitution,  in  clear  and 
explicit  terms,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  Constitution  expressly  grants  to 
Congress  the  power  "'to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises;"  and,  moreover,  "to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes." 

But  if  the  affairs  of  revenue  from  imposts,  and 
of  commerce,  can  be  finally  and  conclusively  ar- 
ranged by  the  treaty-making  authority,  without 
the  aid  of  legislation,  it  is  perfectly  obvious,  that 
the  grants  of  power  just  recited  can  be  nullified 
and  extinguished  at  the  mere  pleasure  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Senate,  who  alone  exercise  the  treaty- 
making  authority;  that  powers  which  arc  be- 
stowed on  them  and  on  this  House  conjointly, 
can  be  exercis^ed  by  them  exclusively. 

Now.  sir,  to  prove  that  the  treaty,  to  effectuate 
which  the  present  bill  is  proposed,  does,  in  fact, 
take  cognizance  both  of  the  subject  of  taxation 
and  of  commerce,  it  is  only  necessary  to  look  at 
the  treaty  itself.  The  tre»ty,  in  almost  its  whole 
aim  and  purport,  relates  to  these  subjects.  It  not 
only  regulates  our  commerce  with  a  foreign  na- 
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.,  but  fipressly   undertakes  to  repeal  a  tax- 
the  exisfcng  law,  BritJNh  ships  pay  higher  du- 
in  our  pt(rls  ihao  American  ships.     The  treaty 
ivides,  il;at  in    certain   cases,  embracing   the 
licipal  trade  between  the  two  countries,  Bi  itish 
*)s  shall  fay  no  higher  duties  than  American. 
_]us  the  law  of  the  land,  providing  for  a  public 
rAicnue,  is  »o  far  attempted  to  be  revoked  by  the 


tiiMiiy  in  question. 


. 'f,  then,  i!ie  self  sufficiency  of  this  treaty,  for 
i|^own  execution,  without  the  agency  of  legisla- 
t  fe  provisKins,  can,  according  to  the  argument  of 
t  a-  genilemjen  from  Pennsylvania  and  Massachu- 
R  Uti,  (MeijVs.  HoPKiNPO.N  and  Pickering.)  be 
ri  !liiDtained,iit  must  be  upon  the  ground,  that  the 
t  ,^ty-maki*ig  power  can  either  repeal  a  tax  or 
r  jjulaie  foreign  commerce,  independently  of  this 
1  uuse.     Lei  us  examine  the  subject  in  this  aspect 

,  %(  it  be  admitted,  that  the  treaty-making  power 
c,  i  repeal  aj  lax,  it  will,  1  apprehend,  scarcely  be 
d  ^led,  that  the  same  power  can,  in  like  manner, 
ii  ipose  a  ta;.  Suppose,  then,  the  President  and 
Sj  rfiaie  wert,  by  convenlioo  with  Great  Britain, 
ti  rJstipulateJfor  one  hundred  per  cent,  increase  of 
d  i|ies  on  ai'  merchandises  imported  into  the  Uni- 
t  A  Slates  from  all  foreign  places,  except  from 
'  British  possessions,  alleging  that  this  exemp- 
,  in  favi/r  of  Great  Britain,  was  in  considera- 
tUn  of  the -India  trade,  for  which,  it  is  .said,  no 
e&iivaleot  iias  been  given  by  us.  This  would  be 
a|Et  enormoiis  tax  on  the  people;  and  a  tax,  too, 
U  led  wilojjl  the  consent  of  their  representatives. 
liit,  sir,  wllere  did  the  idea  originate  of  the  impo- 
SBfon  of  a  tjix  in  a  free  country,  without  the  con- 
cMrence  of^ihe  immediate  representatives  of  the 
jftcple?  T)ie  idea  is  preposterous,  and  one  against 
•«iich  I  enter  my  solemn  protestation  !  I  deny 
tWt  there  i»  any  power  on  earth  that  can  tax  my 
cLjistiiuent}  one  cent,  without  their  approbation. 
i|<4ely  gived,  through  their  representative  on  this 
Itior.  i 

(But  still'it  is  insisted  that  although  the  treaty 
r  .^tains  ptVDvisions  repealing  the  discriminating 
I  jiies  on  liritish  vessels  and  on  goods  imported 
t  \S  them,  it  is  nevertiieless  a  valid  instrument 
i  *(ppo.>;e.  s»r.  this  repealing  power  had  been  exer- 
c  iJed  on  ar.'oiher  subject.  Suppose  the  President 
>d  Senat*^  had  undrrtaken  by  treaty  stipulation 
))olly  to  iepeal  the  lax  on  foreign  spirits.  The 
louot  of^he  tax  repealed  cannot  vary  the  prin- 
jle — if  '.Ijjey  can  repeal  a  tax  for  one  dollar,  they 
j  n  repeal  poe  imposing  millions.  Yet  I  appre- 
md  Uiat  Jhe  repeal  by  the  treaty-making  power, 
I  the  tax  .ast  mentioned,  would  be  considered  so 
'Itrageous  an  usurpation  of  the  legislative  au- 
!^riiy,  ilui  it  would  out  be  submiued  to  for  one 
lament. 

urther,^ sir,  according  to  the  same  reasoning. 


iei 


»en  the  direct  lax  might  be  reduced  or  repealed 
f  »  the  trealiy-making  power,  if  by  that  tax  agri- 
;^lture  we're  .^upijused  to  be  oppre.->sed,  the  doc- 
jine  conn't)ded  lur,  would  enable  the  President 
rf  d  Senate X the  United  States  receiving  ao  equiv- 
ijenl)  to  r^-iiiovc  the  lax  in  order  to  encourage 
|e  producViuQ  of  sucb  articles  %»  Great  Britain 


I 


mial»t  want  from  this  country,  and  to  supply  her 
with  them  in  greater  abundance,  and  on  better 
terms.  The  articles,  for  instance,  of  cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  Hour. 

These  cases  all  demonstrate  the  absurdity  of 
claiming  for  the  treaty-making  power,  in  this 
country,  any  control  whatever  over  the  public 
revenue.  The  truth  is.  that  except  as  a  part  of 
the  Legislature,  it  possesses  none;  and  from  the 
very  structure  of  our  Government,  cannot  pos- 
sess any. 

The  claim,  sir,  of  the  same  power  to  regulate, 
at  its  plea.-ure,  our  foreign  commerce,  without  the 
interference  of  this  House,  will  be  found  to  rest 
on  no  belter  grounds. 

If  with  a  view  to  a  better  understanding,  and 
a  closer  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  the  Presi- 
dent and   Senate   were  to  agree   by  convention 
with  that  nation,  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
cotton  and  woollen  manufactures  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  ihe  next  thirty  years  ;  or  were  to 
stipulate  that  the  United  States  should  not  clear 
any    ves-el  direct  from  other    ports    to    France. 
Spain,  Holland,  or  any  other  European  country, 
except  to  Great  Britain,  such  convention  would, 
on  the  face  of  it,  appear  to  be  a  complete  and  per- 
fect act,  and  requiring,  therefore,  agreeably  to  the 
arguments  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  no 
legislative  sanction  ;  all  that  would  be  necessary 
would  be  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs.     If,  as 
it  has  been  contended,  the  treaty-making  authority 
possesses  absolute  control  over  our  foreign  com- 
merce, there  can  exist  no  doubt  of  its  competency 
to  enter  into  these  engagements.     Yet  the  very 
attempt  to  control    them    would    be  considered 
monstrous,  and   would   no  doubt  be  universally 
resisted.     The  doctrine,  sir,  proves  too  much,  and 
therefore  proves  nothing. 

Again  :  suppose  the  treaty-making  power  were, 
as  was  once  contemplated  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, to  engage  that  during  any  European  war 
in  which  Great  Britain  might  be  a  party,  all 
American  vessels  bound  to  the  ports  of  any  na- 
tion in  hostility  with  Great  Britain,  should  first 
call  or  touch  at  some  lirilish  port,  and  there  pay 
a  tax,  and  take  a  license  for  tne  benefit  of  prose- 
cuting their  voyages!  Let  me  ask  if  such  an 
engagement  would  not  be  considered  as  a  most 
daring  usurpation  ?  Yes,  sir,  it  would  be  viewed 
as  an  alarming  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  nation,  and  would  be  re- 
pelled with  indignation  ?  And  still  this  and  all 
the  cases  of  treaty  stipulation  which  1  have  sup- 
posed would  come  fully  within  the  rule  laid 
down  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  as  the  limitof  the  treaty-making  power, 
namely,  that  whenever  a  treaty  can,  according  to 
its  own  terms,  execute  itself,  it  requires  no  legis- 
lative sanction.  I  trust  I  have  already  sufficiently 
shown  the  fallacy  of  this  position. 

But  some  gentlemen  have  recurred  to  another 
ground  of  argument.  They  say  that  treaties  are 
themselves  the  .'Upreme  law  of  the  land,  and  can, 
therefore,  require  no  legislation  to  give  to  ihena 
additional  validity.     Tins  idea  was  strenuously 
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enforced   by  a  gentleman   from   Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Mills.) 

In  considering  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  on 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  it  will  be  perceived 
how  necessary  it  is  that  positions  in  debate  should 
be  laid  down  with  accuracy  and  precision.  Gen- 
tlemen may  be  astonished,  perhaps,  when  I  an- 
nounce U)  them  my  dissent  from  the  position 
which  they  have  so  triumphanily  advanced,  in 
relation  to  the  supremacy  of  treaties.  Now,  I 
deny,  sir,  the  correctness  of  the  proposition  that 
treaties  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  1  very 
readily  admit  that  treaties,  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  ihe  United  States,  iliat  is,  Constitu- 
tional treaties,  are  ihe  supreme  law  of  the  land. 
But  the  broad,  unqualified  aseriion,  that  treaties 
generally,  (whether  violative  of  ihe  Constitution 
or  not.)  partake  ol  that  high  and  sacred  character, 
is  manilesily  untenable.  Here,  then,  the  very 
gist  of  the  question  is,  whether  the  Constiluiion 
does  in  fact  confer  the  right  to  make  such  a  treaty 
as  the  one  before  us,  without  the  sanction  of  this 
House  ? 

Having  endeavored   to  show  that   such  right 
has  not  been  conferred,  I  will  decline  repeating 
the  arguments  which    I   have  already   had    the 
honor  of  addressing   to   the   House;   especially 
after  the  luminous  exposition  of  the  subject  with 
which    we   have  been   favored  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,(Mr.  Lownde8.) 
Nor  will  I  detain  you  respecting  ihe  definitions 
that  have  been  given  with  regard  to  the  extent  of 
the  ireaty-makmg  power.     As  to  that.  I  will  ob- 
serve, that,  subject  to  the  limitations  of  the  Con- 
stitution, 1  should   conceive    the    treaty-making 
authority  in  ibis  country  as  large  and   as  com- 
prehensive as  the  same   authority  in  any  other 
civilized  State.     After  conceding  to  this  House 
the  privileges  for  which  it  contends,  and  which 
are  evidently  guarantied   to   it   by  the  Constitu- 
tion, there  would  still  be  left  to  the  treaty  making 
authority  a  wide  range  of  powers.     For  instance, 
the  enure  subject  of  belligerent  regulations,  in- 
cluding Ihe    most    important    topic    of   iinpress- 
lueni;  the   question    of  search,    the   subject    of 
boundaries,  and  many  others  which  it   would  be 
Useless  perhaps  to  enumerate. 

1  cannot  perceive,  sir,  the  advantage  of  resort- 
ing, as  gentlemen  iiave  done,  to  tlie  Briiisli  Gov- 
ernment fur  precedents  on  this  occasion.  The 
analogies  beuveen  that  Government  and  ours, 
are  in  general  loo  weak  to  authorize  the  deduc- 
tion therefrom  of  any  principle  that  can  be  safely 
depended  ou.  It  is  understood,  however,  that 
the  practice  even  of  the  British  Government  has 
always  been  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
whicti  are  mamiaiaed   by  the  advocates  of  this 

bill. 

It  results,  therefore,  from  every  view  of  the 
subject,  of  which  i  conceive  it  is  fairly  suscepti- 
ble, that  the  bill  now  before  us  is  not  only  not  an 
useless  one,  as  ii  has  been  said  lu  be,  IjUI  that  it 
isabsoluu'l,  indispensable;  indi>pensable.  in  order 
to  the  fulfilment  of  the  siipulaiions  of  the  treaty, 
and  because  it  relate*  lo  powers  which  cannot  be 
exercised  wiiiiuui  the  coucurrcoce  of  this  House. 


Mr.  Calhocn  observed,  that  the  votes  on  this 
bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  recorded;  and  that 
the  House  would  see,  in  his  peculiar  situation,  a 
suflScient  apology  for  his  offering  his  reasons  f^or 
the  rejection  of  the  bill.  He  had  no  disposiiioQ 
to  speak  on  this  bill,  as  he  felt  conienieil  lo  let  it 
take  that  course  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
majority,  it  ought,  until  the  members  were  called 
on  by  the  order  of  the  House  to  record  their 
votes. 

The   question  presented   for   consideration  is 
perfectly  simple,  and   easily  understood — Is  this 
bill  necessary  to  give  validity  to  the  late  treaty 
with   Great  Britain  ?     It  appeared  to  him  that 
this  question  is  susceptible  of  a  decision,  without 
considering  whether  a  treaty  can  in  any  case  set 
aside  a  law;  or,  to  be  more  particular,  whether 
the  treaty  which  this  bill  purposes  to  carry  into 
effect  does  repeal  the  discriminating  duties.    The 
House   will   remember   that  a  law  was  passed  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session  conditionally  repeal- 
ing  those   duties.     That  act   proposed  to  repeal 
them  in  relation  to  any  nation  which  would  on 
its   part  agree  to  repeal  similar  duties  as  lo  this 
country.     On  the  contingency  happening  the  law 
became  positive.     It  has  happened,  and  has  been 
announced    to    the   country    that    England    has 
agreed  to  repeal.     The  President,  in  proclaiming 
the  treaty,  has  notified  the  fact  to  the  House  and 
country.     Why  then  propose  to  do   that  by  this 
bill  which    has  already  been  done  by  a  previous 
act?     He  knew  it  had  been  said  in  conversation 
that  the  provisions  of  the  act  were  not  as  broad 
as  the  treaty.     It  did  not  strike  him  so.     They 
appeared  lo  him  to  be  commensurate.   He  would 
also  reason  from  the  appearance  of  this  House 
that  they  were   not  very  deeply  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  this  bill.     He  never,  on  any  im- 
portant occasion,  saw  it  so  indifferent.     Whence 
could  this  arise  ?  From  the  want  of  importance  1 
If,  indeed,  the  existence  of  the  treaty  depended 
on   the  passage   of   this   bill,   nothing   scarcely 
could   be   more  interesting.     It  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  excite  strong  feelings.  We  all  know  how 
the  country  was  agitated  when  Jay's  Treaty  was 
before  this  House.     The  question  was  on  an  ap- 
propriation lo  carry  it  into  effect — a  power  ac- 
knowledged by  all  to  belong  lo  the  House — and 
on   the  exercise   of  which  ihe  existence  of  the 
treaty  was  felt  to  depend.     The  feelings  mani- 
fested corresponded  with   this  conviction.     Not 
so  on    this   occasion.     Further:  the   treaty    has 
already  assumed  the  form  of  law.     It  is  so  pro- 
claimed to  the   community;  the   words   of  the 
proclamation   are  not  material  ;  it  speaks  for  it- 
self; and  if  it  means  anything,  it  announces  the 
treaty  as  a  rule  of  public  conduct,  as  a  law  ex- 
I  acting  the  obedience  of  the  people.     Were  he  of 
\  the  opposite  side,  if  he  indeed  believed  this  treaty 
I  to  be  a  dead  letter  unlit  it  had  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  he  would   lay  ihe  bill  on  the 
table  and  move  an  inquiry  into  the  fact  why  the 
treaty  has   been  proclaimed   as  a  law  before  it 
had  received  ihe  proper  sanction.     It  is  true,  the 
Executive  has  transmitud  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
10  ihe  House;  but  has  be  sent  the  negotiation? 
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.„  he 
Te.  ^ve  tne 


givto 


ao 


y  light  to  judge  why  it  should  I  this  reason  a  Treaty  of  Peace  repeals  the  act  de- 


lanction  of  this  body  ?  Do  gentle- 
«d|i|  mean  tcy  say  thai  iofornoatioa  is  not  needed  ; 
4b  ^  though 'we    have  the   right  to  pass  laws  to 

jgi 

m  ,fi\  obligaiion  to  pass  such 

<hi  Vight  of  >his  House 


laws?     To  talk  of 
to  sanction  treaties,  and 


at  •♦le  same  time  to  assert  that  it  is  under  a  moral 
ob  'tation  ncir  to  withhold  that  sanction,  is  a  sol- 
ec  4n.  No  -sound  mind  that  under>tands  the 
tei  |s  can  pc»«ibly  assent  to  it.  He  would  cau- 
%\(,  uthe  Houie.  while  it  was  extending  its  powers 
:o  ,jses  wliic*i  he  believed  did  not  belong  to  it. 
lo  ^ke  care  Lc'st  it  should  lose  its  substantial  and 
«jD  Subted  power.  He  would  put  it  on  its  guard 
*g!  fest  fhe  d  jugerous  doctrine  that  it  can  in  any 
ca^bfcome  «i  mere  registerintr  body.  Another 
fac^^o  regarcr  to  this  treaty.  It  does  not  stipu- 
latlihat  a 


cianng  war.  In  this  position,  he  understood  his 
colleague  substantially  to  concur.  He  hoped  to 
make  it  appear  that,  in  taking  this  ground,  they 
have  both  yielded  the  point  in  discussion.  He 
would  establish,  he  trusted,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  House,  that  the  treaty-making  power,  when 
it  was  legitimately  exercised,  always  did  that 
which  could  not  be  done  by  law;  and  that  the 
reasons  advanced  to  prove  that  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  repealed  the  act  making  war,  so  far  from 
being  peculiar  to  that  case,  apply  to  all  treaties. 
They  do  not  form  an  exception,  but  in  fact  con- 
stitute the  rule.  Why  then,  he  asked,  cannot 
Congress  make  peace  ?  They  have  the  power 
to  declare  war.  All  acknowledge  this  power. 
Peace  and  war  are  the  opposites.  They  are  the 
positive  and  negative  terms  of  the  same  proposi- 


tion ;  and  what   rule  o(  construction  more  clear, 


la*r  should  pass  to  repeal  the  duties 
rn^sed  to  b{  repealed  by  this  bill,  which  would  than  that  when  a  power  is  given  to  do  an  act,  the 
pe  ^  proper  |orm.  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  nego-  power  is  also  given  to  repeal  it  ?  By  what  right 
Ma  ^s  a  law^was  necessary  ;  but  it  stipulates  in  do  you  repeal  taxes,  reduce  your  Army,  lay  up 
po  4*^e  terroy  for  their  repeal  without  consulting  your  Navy,  or  repeal  any  law.  but  by  the  force  of 
or    Jgardingiis.  \  this   plain  rule  of  construction?     Why  cannot 

i    ;  V/.  C.  herf;  concluded  this  part  of  the  discus-    Congress  then  repeal  the  act  declaring  war  ?    He 
jjc^' by  stalipg  that  it  appeared  to  him,  from  the    acknowledged  with  the  gentleman,,  they  cannot, 
le  compjeiion  of  the  case,  that   the  bill  be-    consistently  with   reason.     The  solution  of  this 
[the  Hou^e  was  mere  form,  and  not  supposed  ,  question  explained   the   whole  difficulty.      The 


necessary  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty.     It 

lid  be  priiper  however,  he  observed,  to  reply 

le    argu^ienls   which    have    been    urged   on 

fjgeneral  liature  ci   the  treaty-making  power. 


M 


reason  is  plain;  one  Power  may  make  war;  it 
requires  two  to  luake  peace.  It  is  a  state  of  mu- 
tual amity  succeeding  mutual  hostility  ;  it  is  a 
state  that  cannot  be  created  but  with  ihe  consent 
as  it  wj|>  a  subject  of  great  importance,  he  '  of  both  parties.  It  required  a  contract  or  a  treaty 
ited  the  {attentive  hearing  of  the  House.  It  '  between  the  nations  at  war.  Is  this  peculiar  to 
it  denied^  he  believed,  that  the  President  with  I  a  Treaty  of  Peace?  No,  it  is  common  to  all 
:oncurrejice  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  have  ^  treaties.     It  rises  out  of  their  nature,  and  not  from 


ht   to  n*ake  commercial   treaties;    it  is  not  i 
led  thai^  this   treaty  is  couched  in  such  sen- 

<terms  a>»to  require  a  law  to  carry  the  details  ' 
execuuii:!.  Why  then  is  this  bill  necessary? 
use,  sayi gentlemen,  that  the  treaty  of  itself.  , 
out  the  Kid  of  this  bill,  cannot  exempt  Brit- 
onnage  if'.nd  goods  imported  in  their  bottoms,  j 
the  operation  of  the  law  laying  additional  , 
s  on  foriign  tonnage  and  goods  imported  in  , 

^gn  vess«{ls;    or.  giving  the  question  a  more; 
rral  forn».  because   a  treaty  cannot  annul  a 


any  accidental  circumstance  attaching  itself  to  a 
particular  class.  It  is  no  more  or  less  than  that 
Congress  cannot  make  a  contract  with  a  foreiga 
nation.  Let  us  apply  it  to  a  treaty  of  commerce — 
to  this  very  case.  Can  Congress  do  what  this 
treaty  has  done?  It  has  repealed  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  between  this  country  and  England. 
Either  could  by  law  repeal  its  own.  But  by  law 
they  could  go  no  farther;  and  for  the  same  rea- 
son that  peace  cannot  be  made  by  law.  When- 
ever, then,  an  ordinary  subject  of  legislation  can 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (.Mr.  Bar-    only  be  regulated  by  contract,  it  passes  from  the 


(.)   whojareued    this  point  very   distinctly. 

|gh  not  satisfactorily,  took  as  his  general  posi- 
ihat    tt^  repeal  a    law  is  a  legislative  act, 

:an  onlyjbe  done  by  law;  that,  in  the  distri- 

jn  of  the/legislalive  treaty-making  power,  the 
rijfjt  to  repeal  I  a  law  fell  exclusively  under  the  But  in  other  cases  they  consider^the  two  powers  as 
■fo  J«er.  HoAv  does  this  comport  with  the  ad-  concurrent ;  and  conclude,  from  the  natureof  such 
m  jjion  imm;diately  made  by  him. that  the  Treaty  powers,  thatsuch  treatiesmust  beconfirmed  by  law. 
ot  feace  repf  aled  ttie  act  declaring  war  ?  If  he  Will  they  acknowledge  the  opposite,  that  law>  on 
ad  '.its  the  t4ct  in  a  single  case,  what  becomes  of ;  such  subjects  must  be  confirmed  by  treaties  ?  And 
hi  ixclusivti  legislative  right?  He  indeed  felt  if,  as  they  state,  a  law  can  repeal  a  treaty  when 
»b  -i^  his  ruU;  failed   him.  and  in  explanation  as-    concurrent,  why  not  a  treaty  a  law  ?     Into  such 

,*h  j^'when  tl^e  treaty  did  that  which  was  not  au- ;  the  legislative  and  treaty-making  power,  are  never 
Jth^zed  to  bk-  done  by  law,  it  did  not  require  the    in  the  strict  sense  concurrent."  They  both  may 

in  its  operation  j  have  the  same  sabjeci,  as  in  this  case  commerce; 
He  said.  Con-    but  they  discharge  functions  as  different  in  rela- 

peace ;  and  for  |  tion  to  it  in  their  nature,  as  their  subject  is  alike. 


|sa 


sphere  of  the  ordinary  power  of  making  laws, 
and  attaches  itself  to  that  of  making  treaties, 
wherever  it  is  lodged.  All  acknowledge  the  truth 
of  this  conclusion,  where  the  subject  on  which  the 
treaty  operates  is  not  expressly  given  to  Congress. 


might 


liion  of  Congress,  and 
il  a  law  inconsistent  with  it 
IS  not  Tiuthorized  to  make 


i 


\ 
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When  we  speak  of  concurrent  powers,  we  mean 
when   both  can  do  the  same  thing;  but  he  con- 
tended, that  when  the  two  powers  under  discus- 
sion  were   confined    to  their   proper   sphere,   not 
only  the  law  could  not  do  what  could  be  done  by 
treaty,   but  the  reverse  was  true;   that  is,  they 
never  are  nor  can   be  concurrent  powers.     It  is 
only  when  we  reason  on  this  subject  that  we  mis- 
take; in  all  other  cases  the  common  sense  of  the 
House  and  country  decide  correctly.     It  is  pro- 
posed to  establish  some  regulation  of  commerce; 
we  immediately  inquire,  does   it  depend  on  our 
will;  can  we  make   the  desired  regulation  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  any  foreign  Power.    If  so. 
it  belongs  to  Congress,  and  any  one  would  feel  it 
to  be  absurd  to  attempt  to  ttfect  it  by  treaty.    On 
the  contrary,  does  it  require  the  consent  ofa  for- 
eign Power;  is  it  proposed   to  grant  a  favor,  lo 
repeal  discriminating  duties  on  both  sides  ?     It  is 
equally  felt  to   belong  u>  the  treaty  power;  and 
he  would  be  thought  insane  who  would  propose 
to  abolish  the  discriminating  duties  in  any  case, 
by  an  ;ict  of  the  American  Congress.     It  is  cal- 
culated, he  felt,  almost  to  insult  the  good  sense  of 
the  House,  to  dwell  on  a  point  apparently  so  clear. 
What  then  would   he  infer  Irom  what  had  been 
advanced?     That,  according  to  the  argument  of 
gentlemen,   treaties,   producing  a  stale  of  things 
inconsistent  with  the    provisions  of  an   existing 
law,  annul  such  provisions.     But  as  he  did  not 
agree  with  them  m  the  view  which  they  took,  he 
would    here  present    his  own  for  consideration. 
Why  then  has  a  treaty  the  force  which  he  attri- 
buted to  It?     Because  it  is  an  act  in  its  own  na- 
ture   paramount  to  laws   made  by  the  common 
legislative  powers  of  the  country.     It  i>  in  fact  a 
law  and  something  more,  a  law  establi.^hed  by 
contract  between    independent  nations.     To  an- 
alogise  it  to  private   life,  law  has  the  same  rela- 
tions to  treaty,  as  the  resolution  taken  by  an  in- 
dividual   to  his   contract.     An    individual    may 
make  the  most  deliberate  promise — he  may  swear 
it  in  the  most  solemn  form — that  he  would  not 
sell  his  house  or  any  other  property  he  may  have; 
yet,  if  he  would    afterwards  sell,  the  sale  would 
be  valid  in  law;  he  would  not  be  admitted  in  a 
court  of  justice  to  plead  his  oath  against  his  con- 
tract.    Take  a  case  of  Government  in  its  simple 
form,  where  it  was   purely  despotic,   that  is,  all 
power  lodged  in  the  tiandsof  a  single  individual. 
Would  not  his  treaties  repeal  inconsistent  edicts? 
Let  us  now  ascend  from  the  instance?  cited,  to 
illustrate   the  nature  of  the  two  powers,  to  the 
principle  on  which  the  paramount  character  of  a 
treaty  rests.     A  treaty  always  affects  the  inter- 
ests of  two;  a  law,  only  that  of  a  single  nation. 
It  IS  an  established  principle  of  politics  and  mo- 
rality, that  the  interest  of  the  many  is  paramount 
to  that  of  the  few.     In  fact,  it  is  a  principle  so 
radical,  that  without  it  no  system  of  morality,  no 
rational  scheme  of  Government,  could  exist.     It 
is  for  this  reason  that  contracts,  or  that  treaties, 
which  are  only  the  contracts  of  independent  na- 
tioos,or,  toexpress  both  in  two  words,  that  plighted 
faith  has  in  all  ages  and  nations  been  considered 
so  solemn.     But  it  is  said,  in  opposition  to  this 


position,   that   a   subsequent   law  can    repeal   a 
treaty;  and   to   this    proposition,  he   understood 
that  the  member  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gas- 
ton) assented.     Strictly  speaking,  he  denied  ihe 
fact.     He  knew  that  a  law  might  assume  the  ap- 
pearance of  repealing  a  treaty;  but  he  insisted  it 
was  only  in  appearance,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
It  was  not  a  repeal.     Whenever  a  law  was  pro- 
posed, declaring  a  treaty  void,  he  considered  that 
the   House  acted   not  as  a  legislative  body,  but 
judicially.     He   would   illustrate   his   ideas?     If 
the  House  is  a  moral  body,  that  is,  if  it  is  gov- 
erned by  reason  and  virtue,  which  it  must  always 
be  presumed   to  be,  the  only  question    tliat  ever 
could  occupy  its  attention  whenever  a  treaty  is 
to  be  declared   void,  is  whether,  under  all  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  treaty  is   not  al- 
ready destroyed,  by  being  violated  by  the  nation 
with  whom    it   is   made,  or   by   the  existence  of 
some  other  circumstance,  if  other  there  can  be. 
The  House  determines  this  question.  Is  the  coun- 
try any  longer  bound  by  the  treaty  ?     Has  it  not 
ceased  to  exist  ?     The  nation  passes  in  judgment 
on  its  own  contract;  and  this,  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  as  it  admits  no  superior  power  to 
which  It  can  refer  for  decision.     If  any  other  con- 
sideration moves  the  House  to  repeal  a  treaty,  it 
can  be  considered  only  in  the  light  of  a  violation 
of  a  contract  ackr^owiedged  to  be  binding  on  the 
country.     A  nation   may,  it  is  true,  violate  its 
contract;  they  may  even  do  this  under  the  form 
of  law;  but  he  was  not  considering  what  might 
be  done,  but  what  might  be  rightfully  done.     It 
is  not  a  question  of  power,  but  of  right.     Why 
are  not  these  positions,  in   themselves  so  clear, 
universally  assented  to  ?    Gentlemen  are  alarmed 
at  imaginary  consequences.     Tliey  argue  not  as 
if  seeking  for  ihe  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
but  as  if  deliberating  on  the  subject  of  making 
one;  not  as  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  act- 
ing under  a  Constitution  already  established,  but 
as  that  of  a  convention  about  to  frame  one.    For 
his  part,  he  had  always  regarded  the  Constitution 
a.t  a  work  of  great  wisdom,  and,  being  the  instru- 
ment under  which  we  existed  as  a  body,  it  wat> 
our  duty  to  bow  to  its  enactments,  whatever  they 
may  be,  with  submission.     We  ought  scarcely  to 
indulge  a  wish  that  its  provisions  should  be  differ- 
ent from   what    they   in  lact   are.     The   conse- 
quences, however,  which  appear  to  work  with  so 
much  terror  on  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen,  he 
considered    to   be   without  any  just  foundation. 
The  treaty-making  power  has  many  and  power- 
ful limits;  and  it  will  be  found,  when  became  to 
discuss  what  those  limits  are.  that  it  cannot  de- 
stroy the  Constitution,  our   personal  liberty,  in- 
volve us  without  the  assent  of  this  House  in  war, 
or  grant  away  our  money.     The  limits  he  pro- 
posed to  this  power  are  not  the  same,  it  is  true, 
but  they  appeared  to  him  much  more  rational 
and  powerful  than  those  which  were  supposed  to 
present  effectual  guards  to  its  abuse.     Let  us  now 
consider  what  they  are  ?    The  grant  of  the  power 
to  make  treaties  is  couched  in  the  most  general 
terms.     The  words  of  the  Constitution  are.  that 
I  the  President  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the 
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\e  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
irovideit  iwo-lhirds  of  the  Senators  present 
^ur.     la  fi  subsequent  pan  of  the   Conslitu- 
. treaties  ure  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law 
ie  land.     Whatever   limits  are  imposed  on 
general  terms  ought  to  be  the  result  of  the 
consiruciiun   of  the  instrument.      There 
Ired  lo  bim  but  two  restrictions  on  its  exer- 
•  the  one   derived   from    the    nature  of  our 
;roment;and  the  other  from  that  of  the  power 
Most  certainly  all  grants  of  power  under 
l^yonstiiutjon  must  be  controlled  by  that  instru- 
;  for,  having  their  existence  from  it,  they 
of  necrssuy  assume  that  form   which  the 
^ii(ution<>has  imposed.    This  is  acknowledged 
true  of  ihe  legi>lative  power,  and  it  is  doubt- 
equally 'oo  of  the   power   to   make   treaties, 
limits  {,{  the  former  are  exactly  marked  ;  it 
necessary  to  prevent  collision  with  similar 
listing  State  powers.     This  country  is  divi- 
■Vnto  many  distinct  iiovereignties.    Exact  enu- 
mi«iiion   here  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  most 
di  %erous  consequences.     The  enumeration  of 
le;  ^laiive  prfwers  m  the  Constitution  has  rela- 
lii:  i  then,  noi;  to  the  treaty-power,  but  to  the  pow- 
jer  })f  the  State.     In  our  relation  to  the  rest  of 
Ith  ►'world  tb'^  case  is  reversed.     Here  the  States 
di  appear.     Divided  within,  we  present  the  exte- 
rii'of  undivided  sovereignty.^    The  wisdom  of 
;ltf  Constitution   appears    conspicuous.      Wnen 
'eirjueration  was  needed,  there  we  find  the  powers 
et-Dnerated  and  exactly  defined  ;  when  not,  we 
^•01  find   .vhat  would  be  vain  and  pernicious. 
Pjaiever,  then,  concerns  our  foreign   relations; 
jiever  requires  the  consent  of  another  nation, 
Jngs  to  the  treaty  power;  can  only  be  regulated 
II  ;  and   il  is  competent  to  regulate  all   sucii 
lecls;  provided,  and  here  are  its  true  limits, 
'^   reguiaiion»=^are  not   inconsistent  with  the 
^siituiion.     If  so  they   are   void.     No  treaty 
_  alter  thn  fabric  of  our  Government,  nor  cat) 
ko  that  which   the  Constitution  has  expressly 
jad  to  be  done;  nor  can  it  do  that  differently 
(ich  IS  directed   to  be  done  in  a  given   mode, 
I  all  other  modes  prohibited.     For  instance,  the 
[.usiitution  of  the  United  Slates  ^ays.  no  money 
pjall  be  diawn  out  of  the  Treasury  but  by  an 
'  jroprialiip  made  by  law."     Of  course  no  sub- 

•  i^j^  can  be-d;ranud  without  an  act  of  law,  and  a 
l^  jty  of  aUiance  could  not  involve  the  country 
ifjsvar  witl'oul  the  consent  of  this  House.     With 

,  tS^  liraiialioo  it  is  ea.«y  to  explain  the  case  put 
i  bV'ny  colleague,  who  said  that,  accordinsj  to  one 
I  liLiiaiion,  4  treaty  might  have  prohibited  ibe 
j  it  ^oduclioii  of  a  certain  description  of  persons 
I  b  jre  the  year  1808,  notwithstanding  the  clause 
{  ir  ihe  Con>iitution  to  the  contrary.  Mr.  C.  said 
\  XI  '^  he  woujd  speak  plainly  on  this  point ;  it  was 
j  li  ,*  intention  of  the  Constitution  that  the  slave 
\  tr  ji^le  should' be  tolerated  till  the  time  mentioned. 

•  Il  'Overed  bjm  wiih  confusion  to  name  it  here. 
,  I  jfeli  ashaaied  of  such  a  tolerance,  arid  look  a 
}  Is  ^e  part  (A  the  disgrace,  as  he  represented  a 
1  P'  r»  of  the  Union  by  whose  influence  it  might  be 
I  •>  jjposed  to  have  been  introduced.    Though  Con 

i  g  i>s  alone  is  prohibited   by   the   words  of  ih 

; :  \ 

* 
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clause  from  inhibiting  that  odioas  traffic,  yet  his 
colleague  would  admit  that  it  was  intended  to  be 
a  general  prohibition  on  the  Government  of  the 
Union.     He    perceived    his  colleague    indicated 
his  dissent.     It  will  be  necessary  to  be  more  ex- 
plicit.    Here  Mr.  C.  read  that  part  of  the  Coo- 
siitution,  and  showed  that  the  word  "Congress" 
might  be  left  out,  in  conformity  to  other  parts  of 
the  Constitution,  without  injury  to  the  sense  of 
the  clause;  and  be  insisted   that  the  plain  mean- 
ing of  the  parties  to  the  Constitution,  was,  that 
the  trade  should  continue  till   1808.  and   that  a 
prohibitiuD  by  treaty   would   be  equally  against 
the  spirit  of  the  instrument.     Besides  these  Con- 
stitutional limits,  the  treaty  power,  like  all  pow- 
ers, has  others  derived  from  its  object  and  nature. 
Il  has  for   lis  object  contracts  wiih  ibreign  na- 
tions, as  the  powers  of  Cuogre.ss  have  for  their 
object  whatever  can  be  done  in  relation  to  the 
powers  delegated    to  it   without   the   consent  of 
foreign  nations.     Each  in  its  proper  sphere  oper- 
ates with  general  intlueuce;  but  when  they  be- 
came erratic,  then  they  were  portentous  and  dan- 
gerous.    A  treaty  never  can  legitimately  do  that 
which  can  be  done  by  law  ;  and   the  converse  is 
also  true.     Suppose  the  discriminating  duties  re- 
pealed on  both  sides  by  law,  yet  what  is  effected 
by  this  treaty  would  not  even  then  be  done;  the 
plighted   laith   would   be  wanting.     Either  side 
might  repeat  its  law  without  breach  of  contract. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  gentlemen  are  loo  much 
influenced    on    the    subject    by    the    example  of 
Great  Britain.     Instead  of  looking  to  the  nature 
of  our  Government,  they  have  been  swayed  in 
their  opinion  by  the  practice  of  that  Government 
to  which  we  are  but   too  much  in  the  habit  of 
looking  for   precedents.     Much  anxiety  has  re- 
cently been  evinced  to  be  independent  of  English 
broadcloths  and  muslins.     He  hoped  il  indicated 
the  approach  of  a   period   when  we   should  also 
throw  off  the  itiraldum  of  ihuughl.     The  truth 
IS.  but  little  analogy  exists  between  this  and  any 
other  Government.     It  is  the  pride  of  ours  lo  be 
founded  in   reason  and   equity;  all   oihers  have 
originated  more  or  less  in  fraud,  violence,  or  acci- 
dent.    The   right   to  make  treaties  in    England 
can  only  be  determined   by  the  practice  ot  that 
Government,  as  she  has  no  written  Constitution. 
Her  practice  may  be  wise  in  regard   to  her  Gov- 
ernment, when  11  would  be  very  imprudent  here. 
Admiiiiog  the  fact  to  be,  then,  that  the  King  re- 
fers all  commercial  treaties  afl'eciing  the  munici- 
pal regulations  of  the  country  lo  Parliameni,  for 
Us  sanction,  ihe  ground  would  be  very  ieeble  to 
prove  that  lo  be  liie  intention  of  our  Consiitution. 
Strong  difference  exists  between  the  forms  of  the 
iwo  Governments.     The  King  is  hereditary  ;  he 
alone,  witlioui  the  participation  of  either  House 
of  Parliament,    negotiates    and    makes    treaties; 
they  have  no  Cousiiiuuon  emanaiing  from  the 
people,  alike  superior  lo  ihe  Legislature  and   the 
King.     Not  so   here.     The   Presidenl  is  elected 
lor  a  short  period  ;  he  is  amenable  to  the  public 
I  pinion;  he  js  liable  lo  be  impeached  lor  corrup- 
tion; lie  cannol  make  treaties  without  the  con- 
currence of  iwo-thirdb  of  the  Senate,  a  fact  very 
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material  to  be  remembered,  which  body  is  in  like 
manner  responsible  to  the  people  at  periods  not 
very  remote;  above  all.  as  the  laws  and  Consii- 
tution are  here  perfectly  distinct,  and  the  latter 
is  alike  superior  to  laws  and  treaties,  the  treaty 
power  cannot  change  the  form  of  Government, 
or  encroach  on  the  liberties  of  the  country,  with- 
out encroaching  on  that  instrument,  which,  so 
long  as  the  people  are  free,  will  be  watched  with 
vigilance. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  when  he  took  his  seat  yes- 
terday, or  rather   before   he  was  qualified  to  take 
his  seat,  he  had  considered  the  bill  then  and  now 
under  discussion  as  one  of  perhaps  as  trivial  a  na- 
ture as  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  this  House, 
or  of  any  legislative   body.     But.  of  this  bill,  it 
might  be  said,  vires  acquirit  eundo  ;    and  of  this 
perhaps  he  was  about  lo  afford  liie  House  some 
proof,  by  adding  his  little  rill  to  swell  the  torrent 
of  debate  lo  which  this  bill  had  given  rise.     Cer- 
tainly— and  he  knew  with  what  suspicions  such 
declarations  were  generally  received,  bui  he  spoke 
it  bona  Jide — he  had  no   intention  to  utter  one 
word    on   the   subject    until   he   heard   doctrines 
azainsi  which  he  lelt  himself  bound  to  enter  his 
solemn  protest.     He  might  say  of  this  bill,  as  of 
some   disease,   the  danger  was   in    ihe   mode  of 
treatment,  in  the  doctor,  and  not  in  the  disease. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  from    South    Carolina 
would  pardon  him  when  he  had  heard  doctrines 
from    him    this  day.  against  which  he  felt  it  his 
solemn   and    bounden  duly  to  enter  his  protest. 
There   was   nothing  in    this,  he   knew,  to  alarm 
the  gentleman,  for  it  was  the  protest  of  a  feeble 
isolated    individual,   but   of  an    individual   u'ho 
would  discharge  his  duty  off  this  floor  and   on 
this  floor,  with  the  i-ame  zeal  and  perseverance 
as  if  he  commanded  a  majority  of  the  House  at 
bis  beck.     If  he  understood  liie  gentleman,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  had  declared  that  a  treaty,  being  of  the 
nature  uf  a   compact,  touching  the    interests  of 
other  nations  than  our  own,  ii  therefore  follow- 
ed, that  the  treaty-making   power,  so  long  as  it 
confined  iisell  to  its  own  sphere,  that  of  contract ; 
so   long   as   it   received   equivalents   for  what   il 
gave,  whether  real  or  nominal,  according  to  the 
gentleman's    docirine  no   matter — ihey  are  not 
to  be  crippled  up,  not   to  be  examined;  that  in- 
asmuch as  the  interest  of  two  nations    instead 
of  one,  were  concerned  in  all  treaties;  therefore 
the    treaty-making   power   is    paramount   lo   the 
legislative  power — did   he  or  did  he  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman?     It  was  impossible  to  mis- 
understand him;  for,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  bad  staled 
his  positions  with  a  precision  and  clearness  which 
left  no  room  for  doubt — yes,  that    ireaiies,  being 

fiaramount,  of  course  repealed  the  law  of  the 
and,  so  far  as  the  law  of  the  land  came  into  col- 
lision with  any  article  of  a  treaty  which  was 
confined  to  the  legilimaie  objects  ot  a  treaty,  viz: 
to  contracts  with  another  nation.  But  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had.  with 
peculiar  infelicity  of  illustration,  drawn  examples 
from  despotic  Governments.  Would  a  treaty 
made  by  a  Sultan  of  Constantinople  or  an  Eri- 
perur  ol  France  go  to  repeal  a  law  of  the  Turktah 


or  French   empire?     Certainly  it  would.     For 
what  are  the  laws  of  a  despotic  monarchy  but 
the  breath  of  the  sovereign,  call  him   whai  you 
will?   And  was  that  an  analogy  on  which  to  found 
a  construction  of  our  Constitution,  on  which  the 
gentleman  had   bestowed  so   high  but  not  unde- 
served  an    eulogium?      No;    it    was  because  a 
treaty  made  by  a  despotic  Power  will  repeal  the 
law  of  the  land  there,  that  a  treaty  made  by  Pres- 
idential authority  will  not  repeal  the  law  of  the 
land  here.     To  come  to  the  gentleman's  experi- 
menlem  crucis.  and  try  the  strength  of  his  nrgu- 
ment,  that  a  treaty  is  paramount  to   the   law  of 
the  land.    Sujipose  the  Treaty  of  Peace  had  con- 
tained a  provision  for  ceding  away  a  part  or  the 
whole  of  South   Carolina,  as  an  equivalent  for 
Jamaica,  for   territory  in   India,   or   for  Ireland. 
Would  the  gentleman  consider  such  a  stipulation, 
although  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  as  amounting 
to  a  law  of  the  land?     But.  perhaps,  he  said,  he 
should    be  told  that  that  which  is  paramount  lo 
the  law  of  the  land,  is  not  paramount  lo  the  Con- 
stitution, and   that  the  Constitution  prohibits  the 
cession  of  a  Stale  or  part  of  a  State  to  a  foreign 
Power.      Il  was  unquestionably  true,  whatever 
migiii  be  his  opinion,  thai  such  is  not  the  univer- 
sal opinion  ;  although  it  might  perhaps  be  proved 
by  the  event,  that  as  the  United  Stales  had  here- 
tofore acquired  territory  by  treaty,  we  have  also 
parted    with   territory   by   treaty — as   in    the   in- 
stance of  Moose  Island,  and  it  may  be,  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  new  boundary  line  lo  be  run  be- 
tween us  and  Canada,  that  il  may  be  so  run  as 
to  take  off  part  of  the  territory  which  was  a  part 
of  the  Uniled  States — yes,  a  part  of  the  good  old 
thirteen  Uniied  States. 

Bur,  the  gentleman  had  said  something  of  the 
effect  of  a  contract  of  an  individual  on  an  oath 
previously  taken.  What  analogy,  Mr.  R.  asked, 
was  there  between  the  absurd  and  preposterous 
conduct  of  an  individual  who  attempts  to  tie  him- 
self up  by  an  oath  from  imprudence,  from  the 
gambling-table,  from  the  bottle,  from  squandering 
his  estate,  &c.,  and  the  acts  of  Government,  espe- 
cially as  those  acts  are  affected  by  the  acts  of 
two  branches  of  the  Government  farthest  re- 
moved from  the  people,  who  do  not  speak  their 
sense  as  much  as  we  do  ?  Mr.  R.  here  expressed 
a  doubt  whether,  from  having  been  out  of  the 
habit  of  speaking  and  having  overstrained  his 
voice,  he  had  been  able  to  make  himself  under- 
stood. He  then  adverted  lo  the  observation  of  the 
genileman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  have  an  unquestionable  right 
to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war  by  mak- 
ing a  Treaty  of  Peace,  over  which  this  House 
could  have  no  control.  Mr.  R.  agreed  with  tliat 
gentleman,  that  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  put 
an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war,  was  the  most 
iinporianl  ever  granted  by  a  tree  peojde,  except 
the  exercise  of  tlie  power  to  declare  war.  He 
agreed  also  with  the  gentleman,  afier  Congress 
had  declared  war,  the  President  and  S-nate  might 
by  treaty  restore  the  stale  of  peace  ;  but  he  could 
tioi  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that  a  treaty,  al- 
ihougli  It  thould  confine  itself  to  what  the  gen- 
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.ill  l-'ian  called  a  coatract,  was  paramount  to  law, 
aa  icorapetefit  to  repeal  existing  laws.     Suppose 
J  the  Treaty  of  Peace  bad  been  a  treaty  of  al- 
ee, and  bad  stipulated  that  the  United  States 
Id  levy   an   array   of  an    hundred   thousand 
,  and  lli»t  they  should  be  sent  to  the  Conti- 
t  to  aid.  the  British.  Prussian,  and  Austrian 
s    on    the    plains    of  Waterloo — would    this 
use  have  feeen  bound  to  raise  the  noen  ?  Would 
gress  hare  been  bound  to  provide  the  means 
Igoaintain.Jig  them?    Certainly  not. 
?5i  the  declaration  of  war.  it  had  been  argued, 
bnhe  geDil<fman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the 
■  I^.use   had  ficted    in  a  judicial  capacity.     In  a 
;ji«.icial   captfcity  !  exclaimed   Mr.  R.     He   had 
;  hf/iTii  It.  he  :^id,  in  and  out  of  this  House,  ques- 
:  li^  led  whet.'ber   this  House  acted  judiciously  in 
•' d*laring  war,  but  he  never  heard  it  before  sug- 
'g?Ted  whetiier  or  not  they  had  acted  judicially 
'that   occasion.     He  had  never  before   heard 
)ubted,  whether  the  Congress  in  pas!>ing  any 
■acted  judicially  or  legislatively.     [Mr.  Cal- 
»N  here  rnade  a  brief  explanation  and  state- 
U  of  the  fitent  of  his  position.]     Mr.  R.  ex- 
^ed  his  oikiigation  to  the  gentleman  for  hav- 
siated  hit  argument  exactly  as  he  had  at  first 
He  would  put  it  to  this   House, 
nation,  to  every  man.  woman,  and  child 
iin»'.De  natioo.     Suppose  the  Treaty  of  London 
iha*^  been  unju.spended   by  the  truce  of  Amiens, 
^Wfijld  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain 
;ha%r  put  an  md  to  that  treaty  ?    It  would  ; — and 
VrFpd  that  atl  have  been  a  judicial   act,  when 
;i;oosent  of  the  President  and  Senate  was  ne- 
iry  to  oui  acting  at  ail  7    Did  the  gentleman 
to   say!  continued   Mr.   R..  that  when   the 
T>-^ty  with  y  ranee  was  repealed  by  an  act  mak- 
Titii 'war,  durjng  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  it 
.repealed  by  a  judicial  act  ?  Was  it  possible  ? 
there  a'  man  wide  awake  who  could  ad- 
;e  such  an  opinion  ?     This  House,  he  said, 
judicially  when  it  decided  on    the  qualifi- 
^bns  of  a  member;  the  Senate  when  it  tried 


iuii'erstood  i.'. 
>*jhe 


to 


V.he 
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.mpeachinent.  But  how  could  that  be  a  ju- 
lAl  act  which  reads — Be  it  enacted  by  the  Sen- 
'atljind  Ilouap  of  Representaiives.  (fc.  Go  to  the 
S*retary  of)State'>  office,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  the 
ToK  be  still  |»n  existence,  and  see  in  what  that 
ACl-^iffers  fr3im  any  other — the  title  is  as  plain. 
jih||parchme«it  as  smooth.  This  act,  which  re- 
jptmjed  an  exiting  treaty,  which  treaty  could  not 
jbtJievived  after  peace,  unless  renewed  and  again 
ed,  difTerj^  in  do  respect  of  form  or  solemnity 
the  simplest  law  ever  made  for  the  relief  of 
iiioner  bifore  this  House.  It  does  not  differ 
any  othrr  legislative  act;  and  you  have  no 
jujt:ial  powt.r,  as  far  as  my  recollection  now  sup- 
:pl  h  me,  be^nd  the  right  to  try  the  title  to  a 
Sn  I  iber's  sea|.  and  the  right  to  expel  a  refractory 
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disorderly  member. 


jr.  R.  saitj  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the 
iCO  fparison  l^etween  the  constitution  of  Great 
jB.  i  ^in  and  tijat  of  the  United  States,  considering 
lit  ^relevant.;  Mr.  R.  agreed  that  our  Constitu- 
|iu  ^was  to  be  found  iii  the  charter,  and  in  the 
iprPtice  UDde^  t^he  Constitution,  whether  legisla- 


tive or  judicial,  provided  the  precedents  are  taken 
from  good   Constitutional    times — for   he  would 
never  take  precedents  under  any  administration 
during  times  of  great  turbulence  or  excitement, 
when    the    best  of  us  are  under   temptations,  to 
which  most  of  us  yield,  of  carrying  our  passions 
and  prejudices  into  public  life.     With  all  due 
submission  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  to  this  House,  Mr.  R.  said  he  did  declare 
thai  the  President  and  Senate  did  not  and  never 
had  posse.'ised  the  power,  by  any  contract  with  a 
foreign  Power,  of  repealing  any  law  of  the  land, 
or  enacting  any  law  in  its  stead.     This  be  said, 
was  bis  opinion  of  this  great  Constitutional  ques- 
tion ;  he  bad  expressed  it  in  this  hasty  way,  un- 
der the  excitement  of  the  abhorrence — he  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  pardon  him  ;  it  had  nothing 
personal  in  it — of  the  abhorrence  he  felt  at  the 
doctrine  which  the  gentleman  had  uttered  on  this 
floor — a  doctrine  which  there  was  a  lime  when 
it  would  have  been  called  highly  federal  doctrine  ; 
and  certainly  not  the  less  objectionable  to  Mr.  R. 
on  that  account,  either  at  that  time  or  this — the 
doctrine  that,  so  long  as  they  could  find  another 
power  to  contract  with,  the  President  and  Senate 
might   exercise  a  power   paramount   to  all   law, 
though  not  to  the  Constitution.     This  was  too 
dangerous  a  power  to  be  given  to  the  Pre-Nident 
and   Senate   under  such  a  sweeping  clause.     If 
this  bill  had  passed  through  this  House  »u/>«i/«n^io, 
if  it  had  been  carried  or  rejected,  be  should  never 
have  thought  much  of  it ;  for  it  would  never  have 
assumed   to  him  that  aspect,  which  it  i>ad  done 
since  this  morning — ;iuce  the  gentleman  bad  as> 
serted,  that  so  long  as  they  confined  themselves 
to  the  legitimate  sphere  of  contract,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  might  exercise  a  power  superior 
to  all  law  whatever. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  happy  to  find,  however, 
that  the  gentleman  had,  in  a  degree,  dissipated 
the  horrid  phantom  which  had  so  much  alarmed 
not  his  imagination  but  his  judgment.  Tlie  gen- 
tleman had  admitted,  that  there  was  a  certain  in- 
rtuence — a  certain  Constitutional  check  on  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States — for 
example,  impeachment  as  regarded  the  President, 
and  public  opinion  as  regarded  the  Senate — and 
that  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  would  at  all 
times  meliorate  the  power  which,  in  the  gentle- 
man's opinion,  the  President  and  Senate  possessed 
of  violatingevery  law  of  the  land.  Mr.  R. granted 
that  this  was  the  case,  and  that  the  first  reflection 
on  It  had  caused  Mr.  R.  himself  to  depreciate  this 
bill  below  its  actual  importance — for  he  really 
had  thought  the  House  was  making  a  great  deal 
out  of  nothing,  swelling  a  molehill  into  a  moun- 
tain— until  he  heard  the  debate,  when  he  became 
convinced,  in  so  far  as  the  power  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  was  important  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  it  behooves 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  hold  the  power 
which  had  been  conferred  on  them,  for  the  na- 
tion's good,  by  the  nation;  that,  so  far,  this  was 
a  question  of  importance.  That  the  time  should 
ever  come  when  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  dare  to  negotiate  a  treaty  which 
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would  meet  with  the  decided  reprobation  of*the  [on  the  House  too  long;  he  could  not,  however, 
people  of  the  country  and  their  Representatives.  ,  repress  the  expression  of  his  horror  at  the  doc- 
was  another  question  ;  that  the  time  should  ever  1  trines  which  had  been  advanced — doctrines,  if 
come  when  the  House  of  Representatives  would  they  prevailed,  subversive  not  only  of  the  Consti- 
ever  have  the  incivility  to  refuse  to  pass  laws  to  tution  of  the  United  States,  but  of  all  free  gov- 
carry    into  effect  such   a  treaty,  is  also  another  j  ernmeni  whatever. 

question.     I  do  not  believe,  said  he,  (addressing  i      Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  follows  : 
the    Speaker.)    that  either  of  these  periods  will  :      Mr.   Speaker,  as   the   vote  which    I  shall  give 


happen    in   my  life  lime,  or  in   yours  ;  because  I 
believe,  sir — I  hope  I  am  not  mistaken — that  the 


upon  this  bill,  will  differ  from  those  which  will 
be  given  by  those  friends  with  whom  I  have  the 


good  sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  if  I  pleasure  generally  to  act,  I  owe  it  to  them  and  to 
It  please  God  to  permit  us  to  remain  in  peace —  j  myself  to  explain,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  rea- 
that  iheir  good  sense  will,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  sons  of  that  vote,  leaving  the  general  argument 
to  swell  up  great  standing  armies,  mighty  navies,  I  to  others  more  able  and  willing  to  discuss  it. 
heavy  laxes,  and  to  advance  the  glory  (as  it  is  '  When  thi!=  subject  was  first  started  in  the  House ; 
called)  of  the  Government  under  which  I  live,  in  when  this  bill  was  first  introduced,  and  it  was  ob- 
the  blood  and  misery  of  the  people — that  they  will  I  served  by  many  gentlemen  that  no  bill  was  nc- 
pul  an  end,  as  they  have  once  before  put  an  end  j  cessary.  that  the  convention  was  already  the  law 
to  such  projects,  the  same  in  kind  but  differing  in  of  the  land,  without  much  reflection  I  inclined  to 
degr»-e — differing  indeed,  because  infinitely  below  !  that  opinion;  concluding  that  what  was  already 


what  I  have  seen  for  some  ume  past  agitated. 
And  whether  the  House  of  Representatives  de- 
clare wuh  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  that  we  have  the  power,  or 
with  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  that  we 
have  not  the  power  or  the  right  to  pass  this  bill — 
during  your  lifetime  and  mine,  the  Constitution 
Will  not  be  violated.  This  bill,  Mr.  R.  repeated, 
was  not  of  much  importance  m  us  matter,  but  in 


the  law  of  the  land,  could  not,  by  any  act  of  ours, 
be  more  the  law  of  the  land.  But.  sir,  when,  in 
the  course  of  debate,  I  heard  my  honorable  friend 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston)  speak  of  the 
moral  obligation  which  this  House  was  under  to 
appropriate  money  to  carry  any  treaty  stipulation 
into  effect,  which  might  require  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress, and  of  the  awful  responsibility  we  should 
incur,  were  we  to  refuse  to  make  such  appropria- 


the  manner  of  iis  discussion.  By  way  of  pinning  \  tion,  he  appeared  to  acknowledge  a  case  where  a 
the  honorable  gentleman  down,  said  he,  let  me  treaty  was  not  complete  without  legislative  aid, 
conclude  the  few  crude  remarks  1  have  to  make,  i  and  that  the  House  might  incur  the  responsibility 
by  ihis  question  ;  suppose  that  a  part  of  the  con-  i  of  refusing  such  aid ;  my  first  impression  I  there- 
trod  by  the  late  treaty  had  been,  that  each  party  i  fore  thought  wrong,  and  with  the  treaty,  the  bill 


should  burn,  sink,  or  dismantle  an  equal  number 
of  shipsof-the-line,  frigates,  and  so  on — that  pro- 
vision would  require  no  appropriation  ; — or,  sup- 
pose the  treaty  had  contained  a  stipulation  to  de- 
stroy all  our  fleet,  provided  Great  Britain  would 
de»troy  an  equal  number  of  hers — this  would  have 


and  the  Constitution,  betore  me.  I  wasdeiermined 
to  investigate  the  subject  attentively  on  its  mer- 
its, with  such  light,  however  dim.  as  the  Supreme 
bestower  of  every  good  gift  had  seen  fit  to  im- 
part to  me.  Of  the  opinion  out  of  doors  and  of 
the  times,  I  know  nothing  ;  to  confess  to  you  the 


required  no  appropriation;  it  would  have  been  j  truth,  sir,  I  was  afraid  to  recur  to  opinions  of  other 
wiihin  the  legitimate  sphereof  contracts;  it  would  j  times,  lest  they  should  have  been  produced  by 
have  been  a  bargain  ;   it  would  have  even  had  re  '  " 


ciprocity  ;  it  would  have  kepi  the  word  of  promise 
to  ihe  ear.  but  broke  it  to  the  hope.     But  ihen, 
said  Mr.  R.,  comes  in  the  power  of  impeachment — 
the  great  remedy;  I  have   no   idea  of  it — it  has 
been    tried  and   luund  wanting,   in   the  case  of  a 
member  of  the  other  House,  and  in  the  case  of  a 
high  judicial  oflicer.    The  power  of  impeachment, 
he  said,  ap|)eared  to  him  to  be  not  the  daily  bread, 
but    the  extreme  medicine  of  the  Constitution. 
He  had  no  faith  in  it — he  had  no  faith  in  a  course 
of  mercury,  to  restore   health  and    vigor   to  that 
consiituiion  which  was  broken  down  by  disease — 
nor  did  he  believe,  if  such  a  stipulation  as  he  had 
represented    had    been   found    in  a  treaty,   that  a 
majority  of  this  H  juse  could  have  been  found  to 
Toie  for    an    impeaclimeni.     Impeachment,   Mr. 
R.  said,  extends  to  loss  of  office,  lo  disqualifica- 
tion ;  that  may   be  a  terrible   punishment  to  the 
young  and  a-piring  ;  but  to  those  who  are  retiring 
from  the  political  theatre,  amidst  the  plaudits  of 
a  great  pan  of  the  na'ion  over  which  they  preside, 
such  a  punishment  had  no  terrors.     Mr.  R.  con- 
cluded by  saying,  he  believed  he  bad  trespassed 


an  excitement  unfavorable  to  correct  conclusions 
in  politics.  The  result  of  my  investigation  on 
this  subject  is:  that  whenever  a  treaty  or  con- 
vention does,  by  any  of  its  provisions,  encroach 
upon  any  of  the  enumerated  powers  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  the  laws  by  them  enacted  in  execution 
of  those  powers,  sucii  treaty  or  conveniien,  after 
being  ratified,  must  be  laid  before  Congress,  and 
such  provisions  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  with- 
out an  act  of  Congress.  For  instance,  whenever 
a  treaty  affected  duties  on  imports,  eolargmg  or 
diminishing  them,  as  the  present  one  did  to  di- 
minish ;  whenever  a  treaty  went  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  as  that  expressly  did 
with  one,  as  the  power  to  lay  duties  and  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  are  expressly  given 
to  Congress,  such  provisions  of  such  treaty  must 
receive  the  sanction  of  Congress  before  they  can 
be  considered  as  obligatory  and  as  part  of  the 
municipal  law  of  this  country.  And  this  con- 
struction is  strengthened  by  a  part  of  the  general 
power  given  to  Congress,  following  the  enumer- 
ated powers.  ••  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
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' '  Pfc^ssary  sad  proper,  for  carrying   into  execu-  |  of  *he  House  for  a  moment  to  the  few  remarks 
kMi  the  t'ori'going  powers,  and  ail  other  powers    which  the  discussion  had  suggested  to  his  mind, 

and  which    had   not  been  noticed  by  those  who 
had  preceded  him  iu  the  debate.     Crude  and  in- 
digested  as  these  remarks  may  appear,  he  could 
venture  to  engage  they  would  have  at  least  the 
among  i;he  other  powers)  in  all  cases  where  !  merit  of  brevity.     Mr.  M.  said,  he  was  opposed 
|as  been  t'xerciseii  on  subjects,  placed  by  the  i  lo  tl*e  passage  of  the  bill;  not  because  he  felt  the 
listitution  within  the  control  of  the  legislative  I  least  dispo>iiion   to  impede  the  execution  of  the 


ited  by  I'oe  Constitution  in  the  Government 
[the  United  Stales,  or  in  any  department  or 
lice    thert;of."     In   other   words,  for  carrj  ing 

executnin  the  treaty-making  power  (that  be- 


\ 


\ 


,i 


dft!artment.  -Thiscunstruclion  is  further  strengih- 
eT^d  by  ihf  I'oncession  of  honorable  gentlemen, 
i*k)ne  case,  that  where  appropriations  of  money 
aMnecessarf  for  carrying  the  provisions  of  any 
t4^ty  into  (jffeci,  there  legislative  provision  is 
D|i^ssary.  Now,  sir,  to  concede  that  the  sanc- 
ol  Congress  IS  necessary  in  one  case  of  enu- 
ated  and!speci(ied  power,  is  to  concede  it  in 
such  castas.  Nor,  sir,  can  any  serious  incon- 
lence  arije  from  tiiis  construction.  As  to  ne- 
g'»'aiions  wih  foreign  Powers,  our  Ministers  will 
a|ikays  kno\^  the  peculiar  structure  of  our  Gov- 
CLV^enl;  m/r  can  foreign  Ministers,  who  may 
r  be  seut'to  treat  wiih  us,  be  ignorant  thereof, 
ides,  tliejdislinclion,  as  to  the  .several  kinds  of 
Hties,  is  v*ell  known  ;  some,  respecting  solely 
r  external:  relaiioDs,  or  the  intercourse  between 
jr  Goveru.»)ent  and  that  of  a  foreign  Power, 
;l  execuhj  themselves,  or  are  perfect  without 
y  legi>laitA'e  aid  ;  and  it  can  instantly  he  deter- 
«iied,  froni<  the  nature  of  the  provisions,  when 
^alaiive  f.^id  is  necessary.  Further,  sir,  your 
yernmentihas  well  understood  this  di.>lincuon. 
*ne  treati»|s  they,  by  their  proclamations,  mere- 
alify  anc|C(;nhrm,  where  legislative  aid  is  ne- 
ary,  as  14  the  present  case;  others,  they  not 
y  ratify  8«d  contirm,  but  enjoin  an  observance 
reof  upoi;  all  our  citizens,  as  will  be  seen  by 
I  Ining  to  ;he  ratitication,  by  Mr.  Jffferson,  of 
&  «eral  treaties  published  in  the  seventh  volume 
\  |iiied  Siai|?s  laws.    The  fear  that  tiie  President 

fSinate^ihey  must  both,  or  two-thirds  of  the 
er,  concijr)  will  agree  with  the  House  in  pass- 
1  /  an  iiuix^oper  Uw  on  ihe  subject  of  a  treaty 
>  ,jich  they*  had  before  ratified,  cannot  be  well 
{  ;/.nded.  'ihere  IS  much  more  reason  to  fear 
\  jii  they  n*ay  be  induced  to  ratify  a  ireaiy  re- 
ifin,'  le<i)>la!ive  provision,  which  the  House 
lit  torel^se.  Should  a  case  of  that  kind  occur, 
lie  1  liav^  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  Repre- 
latives  01  the  people,  I  shall  have  no  heMta- 
0,  with  piy  brethren,  lo  interpose  ourselves 
ween  th»\  Executive  and  the  people,  in  the  de- 
ce  of  thejr  rights,  or  the  freedom  of  our  coun- 
.  Far,  t^en,  from  shrinking  from  what  my 
♦norable  Qriend  is  plea>ed  lo  call  an  awful  re- 
^jnsibilityj  I  should  think  it  a  sacred  duty  to 
kel  the  cri,;is.  re>ist  the  encroachment, and  leave 
consequences  with  God.  1  never  will  consent 
t  the  Hiijse  of  Uepresentatives  of  the  people 
11  becooiV  a  mere  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  regis- 
ihe  ediCfs  of  the  President.  I  shall  vote  for 
bill.  ; 
^^Ir.  MiLUij  said,  nothing  had  been  further  from 
inieniicfi  than  to  take  a  part  in  the  present 
fibate.  Bi^talihough  he  had  bestowed  but  little 
ICQUOQ  loHhe  subject,  he  begged  the  lodulgence 

\ 


treaty,  lame  and  imbecile  as  it  is,  to  which  it  re- 
lates, but  because  he  foresaw  the  danger  of  em- 
barrassing the  other  branches  of  the  Government 
by  this  interference,  and  because  he  believed,  as 
well  from  the  structure  of  the  Government,  as 
from  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
we  could  not  interpose  our  authority  in  the  way 
contemplated  by  this  bill,  without  attempting  an 
unwarrantable  exercise  of  power  not  delegated  to 
this  House  by  the  Constitution.  It  would  be  not 
merely  an  act  of  useless  legislation,  but  of  down- 
right usurpation.  Gentlemen  had  indulged  them- 
selves at  great  length  in  search  of  arguments  to 
prove  the  inexpediency  of  vesting  the  absolute 
and  uncontrolled  power  of  making  treaties,  in  the 
President  and  Senate,  and  had  taxed  their  im- 
aginations lor  proof  of  the  mischiefs  which  might 
result  from  the  exercise  of  this  power.  Sir,  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  go  into  that  inquiry.  The 
question  is  not,  where  ought  this  important  pre- 
rogative of  sovereignty  to  be  lodged  ?  But,  where 
is  it  deposited  by  the  Constitution  ?  We  are  not 
sitting  as  a  convention  to  make  such  a  distribu- 
tion of  powers  as  we  think  best  calculated  to  se- 
cure the  preservation  of  liberty,  but  we  are  called 
upon  to  exercise  those  powers  already  vested  id 
us  by  the  instrument  which  we  have  solemnly 
sworn  to  support. 

The  practice  of  other  Governments  is  equally 
irrelevant  to  the  present  inquiry,  and  especially 
of  tho*e  Governments  whose  forms  of  proceeding, 
and  the  distributions  of  whose  powers,  bear  but  a 
remote  analogy  to  our  own.  Ours  is  a  federative 
Government,  composed  of  distinct  and  separate 
sovereignties,  and  clothed  with  no  powers,  ei- 
cepiing  those  winch  are  expre>sly  delegated  by 
the  Constitution,  or  which  necessarily  result  from 
them.  It  is  an  anomaly  among  existing  Govern- 
ments, and  from  the  manner  in  winch  it  was 
formed,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  thought  it  might  easily 
be  shown,  that  it  was  never  the  intention  of  the 
convention  lo  vest  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  any  participation  in  the  ireatv-making 
power. 

Thirteen  independent  Stales,  each  possessing 
all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty — the  power  of 
making  treaties  among  the  rest — varying  in  size, 
in  population,  in  wealth,  and  in  strength,  of  dif- 
terent  habits,  interests,  and  pursuits,  assemble  lo 
form  a  Constitution  for  their  mutual  protection 
and  defence.  The  wise  men  to  whom  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  great  object  was  intrusted 
had  to  contend  wiih  the  prejudices  of  the  peo()le, 
and  the  jealousies  of  the  States,  to  reconcile  in- 
terests at  variance  wiih  each  other,  and  so  to 
combine  and  shape  them  as  not  to  sacrifice  those 
of  uae  seciiOQ  of  country  (o  the  supposed  advaa- 
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tage  of  others.  It  was,  of  course,  a  system  of 
compromise  and  conciliation — each  surrendering 
something  for  the  good  of  all. 

It  was,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  interests  and  guarding  the  rights  of  the  States 
that  the  Constitution  requires  the  assent  of  two- 
ihirds  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  to  the  rati- 
fication of  a  treaty.     It  is  not  because  the  Senate 
are  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature  that 
they  are  called  upon  to  advise  the  President  upon 
this  subject,  but  because  they  represent  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  States;  and  in  requiring  the  as- 
senTof  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  it  was  believed 
that  no  treaty  would  ever  be  ratified  unless  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  two-thirds  of  the  States.     But, 
said  Mr.  M.,  adopt  the  doctrine  contended  for  by 
the   gentlemen    on    the    other    side — admit    this 
House  to  a  participation  of  this  power,  and  what 
would  be  the  consequence?     Why,  sir,  it  would 
be  in   the   power  of  four  Stales  only,  out  of  the 
eighteen,  now  composing  the  Union,  to  defeat  tiie 
raiification   of  a   treaty  wiiich  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate.    Yes,  sir,  although  the  Senate,  represent- 
io«»  the  respective  States,  might  have  given  their 
unanimous  advice  to  the  President,  it  would  still 
be  III  the  power  of  ihe  Representatives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, New   York,  Pennsylvania,  and    Vir- 
ginia,  to   prevent   its   being  carried    into   effect. 
Where,  sir,  are  the  rights  ot  the  respective  States, 
to  sedulously  guarded  by  the  Constitution  ;  where 
is  the  security  of  the  small  States;  or,  where  the 
interests  of  the  commercial  ones,  if  a  treaty  made 
for  the  protection  of  those  great  objects  is  liable 
to   bo   defeated   by  a  combination  of  this  sort? 
The  supposition  is  monstrous.    No,  sir.  the  House 
of  Representatives  have  no  more  right  to  inter- 
fere  than    they  would   have  if  the  Constitution 
had  required  the  advice  of  two  thirds  of  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  respective  States  to  the  confirma- 
tion  of  a  treaty.     It  is  the  assent  of  the  States, 
and  not  of  the  people  uumerically.  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  secured. 

Mr.  M.  said,  the  remarks  he  had  already  made 
were  founded  principally  upon  the  structure  of 
our  Government,  and  what  must  have  been  the 
intention  of  its  founders.     But  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  Constitution  itself,  and  a  comparison 
of  its  various  parts,  he  had  been  astonished  that 
any  difference  of  opinion  should  exist  upon  this 
subject.     He   should    not,    however,   detain    the 
House  with  a  labored  argument  upon  this  part  of 
the  case,  inasmuch  as  the  reasoning  of  the  honor- 
able genileman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hop- 
KiNaON.)  and  those  who  had  preceded  him  upon 
the  same  side,  must  have  produced  a  conviction 
upon  the  minds  of  all  over  whom   he  could  hope 
to  have  any  influence,  aud  must  be,  in  his  appre- 
hension, conclusive  upon  all  who  take  the  Con- 
stitution for  their  guide.     That  instrument  de- 
clares, that  "all  treaties  made  or  to  be  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  shall  be  the  su- 
preme  law  of  the  land."     It  expressly   vests  in 
the  '•  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  provided    two-thirds  of  the 
members   present   concur,   the   power   to   make 


treaties."     The  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  now 
under  consideration,  has  been  made  and  ratified 
precisely  in  the  form  thus  prescribed.     The  in- 
ference is,  therefore,  irresistible  :  It  is  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  ;  and  no  power  on  earth  can  ren- 
der it  more  obligatory.     It  is  a  compact  entered 
into  between  two  sovereign  independent  nations, 
acting  under  their  respective  lawful  authorities; 
it  is  perfect  and  complete  in  all  its  parts,  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction   of  each   p^rty,  and  is  pro- 
claimed  to   the  world   by  your  President,  acting 
under  the  same  instrument  by  which  we  hold  our 
seats,  not  as  an  inchoate  and  incomplete  act,  re- 
quiring any  further  ceremony  to  render  it  valid, 
but  as  mnde  and  concluded,  and  already  binding 
each  party  to  its  respective  stipulations. 

The  inconsistencies  arising  out  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  contended  for  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  bill,  Mr.  M.  said,  were  numerous 
and  palpable.    He  would  instance  but  one  or  two  : 
By  the  bill,  the  House  undertake  to  put  a  con- 
struction upon  the  treaty.     We  pass  the  bill  and 
send    it   to   the   Senate.     That   body,   upon  the 
ground   that  our  construction  is  not  correct,  re- 
fuse, by  a  majority  of  one.  to  pass  a  bill  for  car- 
rying  into  effect  a   treaty   to   which   two-thirds 
have   already    given    their   deliberate  consent — 
what  would  be  the  result?     Would    the  treaty 
cease  to  operate,  and   lose  it?  binding  efficacy  ? 
Again,  suppose  the  bill  passes  both  the  Senate 
and  Hou-e,  and  your  President  refuses  his  sanc- 
tion  on   the  very  ground  that  you  are  trenching 
upon   his  legitimate  authority,  and  assuming  a 
power  not  delegated  to  Congress.     Where  is  then 
your  treaty;  and  how  stand  your  relations  with 
Great  Britain?     A  doctrine  so  replete  with  ab- 
surdity cannot  be  correct.     Let  us  not,  sir,  em- 
ploy our  time  in  the  vain  effort  lo  legislate  where 
wehavenopowerandcanproduceno  effect.    Let 
each  department  of  the  Government  confine  itself 
lo  thesphere  in  which  theConstitution  has  placed 
it.     Employment  enough   may  be  found  in  the 
rightful  exercise  of  authority,  while  nothing  but 
disorder  and  confusion  will  result  from  its  ;.buse. 
Mr.  M.  said,  it  would  be  easy  to  show  that  the 
practice   of  our  Government  under  the  Consti- 
tution,  had    been   conformable  to  the  principles 
for  which   he  contended  ;  but  as  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment had  arrived,  and  he  had  already  tres- 
pa>sed  upon  the  patience  of  the  House  longer  than 
he  inteiided,  he  would  detain  them  no  further. 

Mr.  Reynolds  said  he  rose  with  some  diffi- 
dence to  express  his  opinion  on  the  great  question 
now  before  the  House,  particularly  afier  the  great 
display  madeby  the  gentlemen  from  South  Caroli- 
na,(Mr.CALHOUN.)  and  fromVirginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph,) who  had  just  sat  down.  But  whenevera 
great  Constitutional  question  is  involved,  Mr.  R. 
said  he  would  always  take  the  liberty  to  deliver 
his  sentiments  while  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  this  House.  He  did  not  mean,  however,  to 
enter  into  the  general  discu.ssion,  which  the  ques- 
tion now  assumed  by  the  eloquence  of  the  hon- 
orablegenlleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.) 
at  thislatehour,but  merely  to  statethe  grounds  on 
which  his  opinion  rested.    Mr.  R.  said  it  wa.s  time 
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e{»ugh  to  rpjeet  the  extreme  case  put  by  the  hon- 
ble  gentleman,  wlien  it  should  really  and  ab- 
Jutely  occijr.  Aad  whenever  Ministers,  who 
e  appoiitted  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  a  for- 
a  Power,  Would  cede  a  State,  or  part  of  a  State, 
any  lerriiory  whatever,  and  that  sanctioned 
b».>ihe  PresiVJent  and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  he 
h^>€d  to  Gijd  there  would  always  be  found  a  re- 
lining  spijrit  in  this  House,  to  check  at  once  a 
^irse  so  enormous  and  unconstitutional.  Mr. 
iadmittea,  that  there  are,  and  may  be  treaties 
ich  this  House  niay  be  bound  to  register,  if 
please  lo  call  it,  and  adopt  as  the  suprenae 
iJFpr  ot  the  land;  and  those,  in  his  opinion,  are 
*V];lusively  treaties  of  peace,  that  do  not  require 
act  of  Irfgulation  to  carry  the  saoie  into  ef- 
\t.  But.  ae  insisted,  that  all  treaties  of  cono- 
rce  and  a?liance,  or  those  which  required  this 
luse  to  npipropriate  the  money  of  their  coostii- 
fets,  did,  ai}d  ought  to  have  the  sanction  of  Coo- 
||ss  before!  they  could  be  viewed  as  complete, 
U^.-  the  sufj-eme  law  of  the  land."  And  it  was 
ok^this  gru|nd,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  opposed  in 
ifk)  to  the  q^ctrines  advanced  by  the  gentleman 
f^n  SouihfCarolioa,  (Mr.  Caluoon,)  id  favor 
c-fiihe  treaty-making  power.  But,  said  the 
jMleman,  ivilh  some  degree  of  triumph,  the 
|sideDt  ofj  the  United  States  has  already  con- 
ssred  the  c(|m  mere  ial  treaty  as  complete,  because 
h*^:ias  published  the  same  to  the  world  as  the  law 
cLftbe  taod-'aod  has  merely  transmitted  a  copy 
o^^t  to  this  fiouse  without  any  documents  to  act 
rn.  Sir.  siid  Mr.  R.,  this  Message  is  the  strong- 
|evidence|that  can  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the 
ition  I  haVe  taken.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
Siaies  k)iew  wtU  what  he  was  about,  and  (he 
,rse  he  hj^s  taken  speaks  volumes  on  the  sub- 
|t.  \\  ha(  does  the  Message  say,  Mr.  Speaker? 
ii^nnouDCr*  to  us  thai  the  treaty  has  been  duly 
reified, and  (ecommends  tothisHouseto  pas.>sucti 
K»vs  as  ma|  be  required  to  carry  the  same  into 
i*^ct.  Sir.«his  IS  a  treaty  regulating  commerce 
^weeo  lh«  country  and  Great  Britain.  The 
lostilutiot}  has  confided  the  regulation  of  for- 
;a  coraiufrce  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
lies.  It  ^s  a  municipal  law,  over  which  this 
tuse  ha»  ^  right  to  act.  1  shall  therefore,  sir, 
>e  for  ihejbili  on  your  table,  aliliough  I  do  not 
Mfcrna  it  of  njucn  importance  as  to  the  validity  of 
i^C  treaty  Aow  under  consideration,  or  that  its 
jViVsage  IS  a^)>olutely  necejsary  on  the  present  oc- 
CMioii.  but  lj)r  the  purpose  of  recording  my  vote 
i||isupport  ol  the  great  Constitutional  authority 
'his  Houafc. 

^Ir.  Hah4)in  appealed  to  the  plain  common 
^^ise  and  la^.elligence  of  the  House,  whether  the 
I  upon  w|ich  they  were  lavishing  so  much  of 
Lyir  time  a^d  exertions,  was  not  entirely  super- 
^)us  and  tjugatory.  Here  was  a  treaiy,  a  con- 
l^^cl  fairly, -jind  with  full  deliberation,  concluded 
lyiween  tb^ lawful  sovereignties  of  tbi*  country 
"  Great  i>riiain,  ratified  as  the  CoDstitutiooal 
of  the  country  directed,  by  the  President, 
lb  the  advice  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  President  proclaimed  to  the  people  as  the 
of  the  i^ad,  with  an  injuQCiioo  for  the  due 

i 
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observance  of  it — containing  nothing  that  inter- 
fered with  the  municipal  laws  of  the  country — no 
regulation  that  might  not  be  carried  into  imme- 
diate effect  without  legislative  interference — in- 
volving no  call  whatsoever  for  money,  and  yet 
tenaciously  held  up  as  an  object  of  legislation, 
and  made  the  subject  of  a  bill  which  did  little 
more  than  re-echo  it.  He  was  as  much  aware 
as  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  measure,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  could  not,  by  a  treaty, 
lawfully  make  war  or  impose  taxes  or  encroach 
up'jn  those  powers  which  the  Constitution  had 
deposited  m  Congress  ;  but  it  was  no  less  true  that 
the  Constitution  declares  in  unequivocal  terras 
that  the  President  may  make  treaties,  and  that  no 
restriction  or  limitation  whaisoever.  to  his  power 
m  that  respect,  is  specified  in  that  instrument, 
which  is  sufficiently  declaratory  of  the  extent  of 
the  power,  inasmuch  as  it  says  that  treaties  made 
in  the  form  and  with  the  authoriiies  already  men- 
tioned shall  be  the  law  of  the  land.  Some  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen,  by  way  of  smoothing  the 
passage  of  the  bill  through  the  House,  had  argued 
that  It  was  so  far  at  least  unobjectionable,  that  it 
could  do  DO  burl,  that  if  it  did  no  good  it  could 
do  no  harm  ;  but  Mr.  H.  reminded  the  House  of 
the  eminence  on  which  it  stood  ;  that  it  was  com- 
posed of  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  na- 
tion, sent  there  lo  deliberate  and  to  resolve  upon 
Its  most  important  concerns,  and  he  therefore  de- 
precated, as  il  would  be  a  dereliction  of  the  high 
character  of  such  ao  august  assembly,  their 
gravely  deliberating  upon  nothing.  He  respected 
the  dignity  of  the  body  too  much  to  give  his  as- 
sent to  their  entertaining  a  measure,  (or  no  better 
reason,  than  because  it  was  harmless.  Besides, 
that  act  which  now  appeared  so  harmles.s,  might, 
ultimately,  turn  out  to  be  very  mischievous,  as  a 
precedent;  and  this  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
in  a  thing  do  matter  how  trifling,  might,  here- 
after, be  made  the  ground  of  a  more  darin<;  en- 
croachment. Oq  this  point,  he  warned  the  House 
to  be  cautious,  to  guard,  not  only  the  main  body, 
but  the  out-posts;  and  to  reflect  in  due  lime,  that 
some  twenty  or  thirty  years  to  come,  this  pre- 
cedent miglil  be  brought  forward,  to  the  incal- 
culable injury,  perhaps  the  rum  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Gentlemen  had  said,  that,  on  a  commercial  sub- 
ject, no  treaty  could  be  obligatory,  because  the 
Constitution  had  assigned  to  Congress  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce.  Where  then,  said  he,  Willgen- 
tlemen  stop?  To  Congress,  say  they,  is  delega- 
ted the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  everything. 
According  to  their  construction,  therefore,  the 
treaiy-making  power  was  impotent,  a  nullity,  it 
could  do  nothing;  it  could  not  make  peace,  be- 
cause peace  repeals  war,  the  right  of  making 
which  is  delegated  to  Congress:  and  it  could  not 
form  alliances,  for  the  kame  reason.  But  gentle- 
men, he  ob^erved,  seemed  not  to  recollect  the  old 
logical  maxim,  that  he  who  proves  too  much, 
proves  nothing.  The  President,  say  they,  cannot 
repeal  the  excise! — no;  but  the  President  can 
make  a  peace  without  ihe  concurrence  of  that 
House,  and  fortunate  it  was,  that  he  could  do  so. 


546 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


546 


JAA OARY,  IQlix 


Commerce  v>itk  Great  Britaitu 


H.opR. 


We  now.  said  Mr.  H..  feel  the  happy  effects  of 
that  power,  and  conceive  that  a  treaty  of  peace 
has  been  accomplished  without  any  encroach- 
ments, or  pretended  encroachments  on  our  Con- 
gressional acts.  The  power  to  treat  generally,  he 
said,  was  vested  in  the  President  by  the  Consti- 
tution— but  to  the  law  of  nations  it  was  left,  to 
determine  the  limitations  of  that  power.  If  it  be 
true,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  tiie  United  States,  this  treaty  is  already 
the  law  of  the  laud,  then  is  ilie  treaty  :?uaranlied 
by  that  Constitution  ;  and  yet  gentlemen  insist 
that  It  i»  not  valid,  and  that  this  House  ought  to 
be  consulted.  By  the  Constitution  we  are  for- 
bidden to  be  heard  in  the  subject,  yet  they  will 
have  It  oilierwise,  and  by  this  species  of  indirec- 
tion, this  left-handed  course,  bring  the  treaty 
under  our  legislative  cognizance.  Sir.  I  say  we 
cannot  do  indirectly  that  which  we  are  forbidden 
to  do  directly.  Treaties  might  be  made,  no  doubt, 
he  said,  for  the  execution  uf  wtiich  it  might  be 
necessary  to  call  upon  the  House  to  make  laws;  j 
offensiveanddefensive  treatiesfor  instance,  which  1 
could  not  otherwise  be  carried  into  efft-ct  ;  but  j 
when,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  treaty  was  com-  i 
plete,  and  capable  of  executing  itself,  nothing  of' 
the  kind  was  necessary.  I 

As  to  the  instances  which  had  been  adduced  of  I 
Congress  being  calkd  upon  to  enact  Uws  for  car-  i 
rying   treaties  into  effect,  he    believed    that  there  ! 
was  not  one  of  them  similar  to  this.     The  case  { 
of  Jay'--.  Treaty  was  not.     The  Federalists  sup- 
ported thaton  two  grounds:  one  that  it  was  a  good 
treaty  ;  the  other  that,  whether  good  or  bad,  it 
would  not   be  consistent  with  the  honor  of  the 
country  to  reject  it ;   but  it  never  was  brought  for- 
ward as  this  IS,  a  re-echo  of  itself  in  the  shape  of 
a  bill.     And  as   to  the  cases  taken  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Briiish  records,  the  organization 
of  that  Government  was  in  all  respects  so  differ- 
ent from  that  ot   ours,  that   it  was  impossible  to 
argue  lairly  or  conclusively  troia  the  one.  lo  the 
other. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading,  about  three  o'clock,  and  decided 
io  the  atfiriuative — yeas  86.  nays  69,  as  follows  : 

Yeab — Me«8r«.  Alexander,  .\rcher,  Baker,  Barbcur, 
Basselt,  batemaii,  liirdseye,  Blount,  Brooks,  Bryan, 
Uurajtidc,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clcndennin, 
Clopton,  Coinatock,  Coiuiict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Culhberl,  Darhngtuu,  Deaha,  For.yth,  (JhoUon, 
Cilasgow,  Griffio,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes, 
Heisttr,  Hcnderuon,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin  of 
Pennsylvania,  Jackaon,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Ljlc,  Maclay,  .Mayranl,  McCoy,  .McLean  of 
Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Murfree,  New- 
ton, Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Ran- 
dolph, Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Hoot,  Ross,  Savage, 
Schenck,  Sharpe,  BheflTey,  >:?mith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Cajo- 
lina,  Telfair,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whiteside,  Wilde.  Wilkm,  Williams,  Willoughby, 
Thomas  Wilson,  Wilhain  Wilaon,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alberiou,  Baer,  Baylies,  BeU«,Boas, 
Bradbury,     Breckenridge,     Brown,     Cady,    Calhoun, 
Champion,   Chipman,    CUley,    Clark   of    Kentucky, 
14lhCoN.  Isl  Sess.— 18 


Clayton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gas- 
ton, Gold,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hardin, 
Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon, 
Marsh,  Mason,  McKee,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moffit,  Moore  of 
South  Carolina,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pinkney,  Reed,  Rice,  Rug- 
gles.  Sergeant,  Smith  of  Pennsylv'a,  Stanford,  Strong, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

WfiUNESDAY,  January  10. 

Mr.  Langdon  presented  a  petition  of  Jones, 
Guernsey.  &  Co.,  and  Billy  Todd  &.  Co.,  manu- 
facturers of  woollen  cloths,  in  the  Stale  of  Ver- 
mont, praying  that  woollen  goods  (superfine  broad 
cloths  excepted)  may  be  prohibited  from  being 
imported  into  the  United  Stales  from  foreign 
countries,  or  that  additional  duties  may  be  im- 
posed upon  their  importation. 

Mr.  Pinkney  presented  a  petition  of  the  cottoa 
manufacturers  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying 
that  the  importation  of  all  cotton  goods  from  places 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  those  of 
Eiiropean  manufacture,  interfering  with  those 
manufactured  within  the  United  States,  may  be 
prohibited,  or  that  additional  duties  may  be  laid 
on  the  importation  of  said  articles. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Pinkney  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  were 
severally  wounded  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  praying  for  pensions,  or  such  other 
relief  as  Congress  may  think  proper  to  grant. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  a  select  committee,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  renew  the  lease  of  John  Bate  to  the 
I  saline  near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  years;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  resolution  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  to  present  medals 
to  Captain  Charles  Stewart  and  tiie  officers  of 
the  frigate  Constitution;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Coiumittee  of  the  Whole  oq 
the  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
Uniled  Stales  to  present  a  gold  raedal  to  Captain 
James  Biddle  and  ihe  officers  of  the  Hornet. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  •concerning 
the  convention  to  regulate  the  commerce  betweeo 
the  territories  of  the  United  Slates  and  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty."  in  which  they  ask  ihe  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  commerce  of 
the  United  Stales,  according  lo  the  Convention 
of  Commerce  concluded  with  Great  Britain  oq 
the  3d  day  of  July  last,  was  read  the  third  lime, 
and  the  question  was  staled  '•  Stiall  the  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  £a8T0N  said,  he  had  intended  yesterday  lo 
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d^ver  his  siJntiments  in  relation  to  the  subject- 
nSter  of  tW?  bill  npon  which  the  vote  of  the 
rijse  was  about  to  pass;  not  having  then 
njn  so  fortiinate  as  to  gain  the  floor,  he  now 
j^  risen  to[advocate  its  passas:e,  and,  for  that 
)Ose,  beg  ,eJ  the  indulgence  of  the  House  ;  he 
.d  not  on|y  the  indulgence  but  the  attention 
iihe  Houije  to  the  arguments  he  was  about  to 
(e  upon  ttfle  occasion.  He  considered  the  pas- 
of  the  t4ll  very  important,  as  it  regarded  the 
ers.  und*  the  Constitution,  delegated  to  Con- 
the  piwers  delegated  to  the  President  and 
ate;  ihcs powers  delegated  to  the  courts  of 
^ice;  andihighly  important  as  it  regarded  the 
rtg'its  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  nation. 
Ttle  apprehended  very  injurious  consequences 
rr^fht,  at  soi.ie  future  period,  result  to  the  nation 
bMP  contrar*  course.  The  convention  being  re- 
cfciocal  and , beneficial,  it  was  the  avowed  inten 
tif  i  and  desjreof  all  parties  to  carry  it  into  eff'ecl 
I)^^ad  been  laid.  by  gentlemen  on  both  sides  oi 
tl^A  House,  tjiat  t' 


the  convention  was.  of  itself,  the 


I '     . 

re  of  all  parties  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

;aid.  by  gent"  " 

lat  the  conve 
spireme  lav,  of  the  land,  while  a  majority  had 
i.i^tiaed  to  tlie  opinion  that  legislative  provisions 
a^f  necessarl  to  give  it  force  and  efl[iciency,  though 
s*<iie  doubttml  as  to  the  expediency  of  legislating 
ajiall  upon  fhe  subject.    I  am  of  opinion,  said  Mr. 
IM  ihat  it  i.'!  nut  a  treaty  until  it  shall  have  been 
sKctioned  Ijy  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
a  legislative  act.  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  precedent  about  to  be  established,  on  the 
sent  occ£^ion.  was.  of  all  others,  the  most  fa- 
able   to  tjhe  security,  or   pernicious  in  the  cx- 
me   to   tl^e   future  liberties  of   the  American 
pie. 
_)Vhat  ar<*tlie  powers,  by  the  Constitution,  del- 
♦^ifcted  to  Congress?     And  what  are  those  dele- 
A*ted  to  thfli treaty-making  power?    la  adverting 
Tt  the  Con  titulion,  it  will   be   found   that  '"all 
' '#islaiive  powers  are  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the 
'jiied   Sti»tes.  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate 
id  House  |)f  Representatives."    '"  The  Congress 
plall  have  ^ower  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
(Vn  naiiot*."     Surely,   then,  this  power  is  not 
l^nted   toiany    other  authority.     It  cannot  be 
ven  to  tw,o  separate,  distinct,  and  independent 
thoritiesj    If  it  is  given  to  Congress,  it  is  not 
Ten  to  thw  treaty-making  power,  to  the  exclu- 
n  of  Cot^ress  ;  it  may  be  given  to  both  to  act 
concert;? it  is   not  given  to  the  one.  to  act  to 
,e  exclusion  of  the  other.     This  is  a  Govern- 
ent  of  la^s  ;  it  is  not  a  Government  by  com- 
icts,  by  cinventions.  or  by  treaties  concluded 
|dependerij  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  in  viola- 
)n  of  thejConstitution.  and   beyond  the  control 
the  suprf  me  authority  of  the  land,  the  sover- 
Jgnty  of  tiis  nation.     What  is  the  present  con- 
%ntion  ?    It  is  "  a  convention  to  regulate  com- 
|erce  betw'een  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
j)d  his  Brjannic  Majesty;"  it  is  then  an  agree- 
[enr,  upon|the  face  of  it.  "  to  regulate  commerce 
lith   a    foi^ign    nation."     The    President   ''has 
•  wer.  by  Jnd  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
enate,  to  fi^ake  treaiie.^,  provided   two-thirds  of 
>e  Senators  present  concur."    It  is  not  ordained, 
this  clatfse  o/  the  Constitution,  that  such  trea- 


ties are  made  "  under  the  authority"  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  nor  that  a  treaty  thus  made,  shall  "  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land."  It  would  be,  in- 
deed, extraordinary,  if  the  destinies  and  liberties 
of  this  nation  were  to  rest  upon  the  will  of  the 
treaty-forming  power ;  I  say  treaty-forming  pow- 
er, because  it  is  but  another  expression  to  convey 
a  correct  idea. 

A  power  composed  (as  the  case  might  happen) 
of  the  Executive  and  thirteen  Senators,  a  less 
number  by  far  than  a  majority  of  that  honorable 
body  ;  a  power  specially  given  to  one  authority, 
under  the  Constitution,  cannot  be  construed  to  be 
given  to  another  ;  such  a  construction  would  in- 
troduce into  the  Government  an  irregulsriiy  and 
an  inconsistency  fatal  to  its  harmony,  and  de- 
structive in  its  consequences.  The  President  has 
a  qualified  negative  upon  the  laws  of  Congress; 
the  Senate  are  a  part  of  Congress.  Is  not  the 
regulation  of  commerce  trusted  to  the  proper  au- 
thority 7  Is  It  not  in  safe  hands?  Will  you,  can 
you,  treat  the  authority  given  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution.  "  to  regulate  commerce,"  as  a  dead 
letter? 

If  this  construction  prevails,  is  the  treaty  made 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  President  and 
Senate?  Shall  it  be  binding  without  the  assent 
of  Congress  ?  If  that  assent  is  given,  it  is  a  treaty 
made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
If  it  IS  withheld,  it  is  a  treaty  made  under  the 
authority  uf  the  President  and  Senate,  and  not  a 
treaty  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States.  I  should  regret,  and  who  are  they  that 
would  not  regret,  to  see  the  authority  and  desti- 
nies of  this  n.ition  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  Ex<- 
eculive  and  a  Senate. 

If  the  treaty-making  power  possess  the  au- 
thority lo  make  commercial  and  other  regula- 
tions, they  may  go  on  regulating  until  they  will 
have  regulated  this  branch  of  the  Government 
(the  House  of  Representatives)  out  of  its  whole 
weight  of  influence  upon  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tion ;  their  authority  will  become  a  mere  carte 
blanche,  to  be  filled  upas  the  treaty-making  power 
may  think  proper  to  dictate  or  direct.  Congress 
may  regulate  commerce  in  one  manner  ;  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate,  at  their  pleasure,  change  that 
regulation. 

It  is  a  correct  principle,  that  subsequent  laws, 
inconsistent  with  former  laws,  repeal  such  former 
laws,  and  is  a  rule  which  cannot  be  controverted. 
It  is  principle  as  sound  and  potent  as  tt^e  eternal 
principles  of  justice.  But  the  question  to  be  de- 
cided is,  when  does  a  treaty  become  a  law,  when 
has  it  efficacy  as  such, and  when  shall  it  be  bind- 
ing as  the  supreme  authority  of  the  nation  ?  Two 
separate  aud  distinct  legislative  authorities,  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  possessing  equal  power, 
cannot,  in  one  and  the  same  Government,  exist 
together.  That  i.".  if  the  Executive  and  Senate 
alone  can  legislate,  it  is  perfectly  idle  to  vest  the 
legislative  authority  in  Congress.  "  A  house  di- 
vidt-d  against  itself  cannot  stand."  Congress  di- 
vided against  iisell  must  fall.  Congress  have 
power,  or  they  have  not  power,  to  legislate.  If 
they  do  possess  the  whole  powers  of  legislation 
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I  there  j  home;  to  an  honorable  and  beneficial  treaty,  the 
in  and    assent  of  Congress  and  of  this  honorable  House 


granted   under  the  Constitution,  of  which 

cannot  be  a  question,  it  follows,  as  a  ceriai 

incontrovertible  conclusion,    that   the    President  j  is  as  easily  obtained   as  that  of  the  Senate;  in 

and  Senate  alone,  forming  only  two  branches  of  I  ordinary  legislation  committees  report  bills,  they 

the  legislative  authority  of  this  Government,  act-    go   to  different  readings,  according  lo  the  rules 


ing  in  their  Executive  capacities,  as  necessarily 
they  must  do  in  negotiating  treaties,  do  not  pos- 
sess authority  to  legislate  independent  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people — the  people  have  not 
granted  such  power. 

It  would  be  admitted,  he  presumed,  that  ours  is 
the  best  Constitution  and  Government  "  here  be- 
low ;"  that  it  is  the  best  to  be  found  among  the 


prescribed  by  the  different  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature, are  rejected,  or  finally,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President,  pass  into  laws,  and  become 
binding  on  the  nation.  The  President  has  no 
legislative  authority,  strictly  so  speaking,  and  yet 
no  bill  can  become  a  law  without  his  assent,  but 
by  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress. 

There  is  no  expression  in  the  Constitution  that 


nations  of  the  earth.  It  may  emphatically  be  !  authorizes  the  Senate  to  ratify  a  treaty ;  the  phrase 
styled  a  Constitution  of  checks  and  balances  ;  the  '  used  by  the  Constitution  is,  to  make  treaties.  The 
Senate,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  is  a  check  upon  question  is.  when  shall  a  treaty  be  said  to  be 
the  House  of  Representatives  ;  the  President  upon  I  made  ?  Ministers  and  Envoys  Extraordinary  are 
the  Congress.  There  must  be  a  concurrence,  ac-  appointed  and  commissioned  to  agree  upon  the 
cording  to  tlie  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  to 
form  a  law,  and  laws  must  be  made  before  they 
can  be  executed.  On  the  Executive  and  treaty- 
making  capacity  of  the  President  and  Senate,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  with  the  Constitution 
in  their  hand,  hold  a  ch^ck  ;  a  treaty  cannot  be- 
come the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  which  is  in- 
consistent with  the  Constitution,  or  the  powers 
delegated  lo  Congress  by  the  Constitution. 

"  The  President  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Am- 
batsadors,  other  public  .Ministers  and  Consuls." 
Suppose  they  should  appoint  •"  swarms  of  officers," 
needless  and  unnecessary.  The  appointments  are 
complete,  the  officers  are  made;  they  hold  the 
seals  of  office  under  the  authority  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  they  are  officers  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pose?, they  are  commissioned  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  Slates,  their  appointments  do 
not  infringe  any  right  or  trespass  upon  any  au- 
thority delegated  lo  Congress,  and  yet,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  Congress  would  not  be  bound  in 


honor,  or  otherwise,  to  sanction  such  a  procedure    fied,  so  made,  or  whatsoever  you  may  please  to 


terms  of  a  treuty  ;  they  meet  the  foreign  embassy 
in  convention  ;  they  conclude  a  treaty.  The  con- 
vention with  Great  Britain  was  concluded  on  the 
third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen  ;  it  was  then  moulded.  It  was  not 
then  made,  although  in  common  parlance  it  is 
said  to  have  been  made.  It  was  like  dough  un- 
baked. It  will  not  be  bread  till  it  is  baked.  The 
treaty  is  forwarded  to  the  President ;  if  he  disap- 
proves of  it,  he  returns  it  to  those  who  framed  it ; 
if  he  likes  it,  he  submits  it  to  the  Senate;  if  they 
approve  of  it,  it  is  ratified;  it  is  then  said  to  be 
made.  But  it  is  not  yet  completed  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  Stales;  it  is  only  a  treaty 
8uh  modo  ;  it  is  not  a  treaty  in  effect.  It  does  not 
become  the  property  of  the  nation  till  it  shall 
have  received  the  sanction  of  the  national  con- 
sent, through  the  organs  of  the  national  will. 
The  Constitution  does  not  declare  that  a  treaty 
made,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  It 
does  not  say  that  a  treaty  so  concluded,  so  rati- 


by  originating  an  appropriation  bill  for  the  out- 
fits and  expenditures  of  such  officers.  Congress 
are  not  bound,  nor  is  the  nation  bound,  nor  are 
the  courts  of  justice  bound,  to  consider  a  treaty 
as  the  law  of  the  land,  until  that  law  has  been 
made  under  theauthority only  competent  to  make 
laws  for  the  people  of  this  nation,  to  wit:  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  treaty  repeals 
the  discriminating  duties,  and  it  being  concern- 
ing affairs  wholly  international,  that  the  legisla- 
tive acts  of  this  Government  operate  wholly  in- 
ternally, and  cannot  reach  or  affect  the  domestic 


term  it,  is  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  cannot  be  a  treaty  till  it  shall  have 
received  the  sanction  of  the  national  authority 
under  the  Constitution  ;  when  it  shall  have  re- 
ceived that  sanction,  it  is  then,  and  not  till  then, 
a  treaty  made  under  the  Constitution  and  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  such  a  treaty 
made  under  their  authority,  to  which  the  judicial 
power  shall  extend.  They  are  treaties  only  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  Stales,  which 
are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  by 
the  Constitution,  and  which  the  judges  in  every 
State  are  bound  to  obey.     For  example:  It  might 


or    internal    regulations    of   ihe  foreign    nation  ;  I  be  said  that  a  piece  of  parchment  in  printed  form 

'  of  a  commission,  filled  out  with  the  name  of  the 
incumbent,  and  sign  manual  of  the  Executive 
subscribed  to  it,  is  a  commission  ;  and  yet  it  is 
not  a  commission  under  theauthority  oi  the  Uni- 
ted States  until  the  proper  seal  shall  be  thereto 
set  and  affixed  in  due  form  of  law. 

Sir,  the  present  convention  is  a  commercial 
regulation,  which  interferes  with  the  powers  ex- 
pres>ly  delegated  to  the  legislative  authority,  and 
therefore   must  receive  the  legislative  sanction, 


that  the  convention  therefore  is  a  compact,  and 
its  subject-matter  a  contract  to  which  the  legis- 
lative authority  of  this  country  cannot  extend.  I 
admit,  said  Mr.  E..  that  all  treaties  when  com- 
pleted and  carried  into  effect  by  the  supreme  au- 
thority of  a  Slate  or  Kingdom,  are  compacts,  and 
form  a  pirt  of  the  law  of  nations,  but  this  nation 
is  not  bound  by  a  contract  to  which  it  has  not 
given  Its  assent ;  the  Senate  do  not  go  abroad, 
nor  do  they  negotiate  the  terms  of  a  treaty  at 
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confirma,.ion  of  Congress,  before  it  can  be 
ng  OQ  tti*  people  of  this  nation  ;  and  without 
h   It   is  fiot  competent  to  the  President  and 
te,  or  toihe  judicial  authority,  to  enforce. 
heConsi^ution  expressly  ordains,  that  "Con- 
shall  lave  power  to  make  all  laws  which 
11  be  necf'ssary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
cution  a|l  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution 
I  the  Gov.'rnment  of  the  United  Slates,  or  in 
•y  departrteiit  or  office  thereof."     No  depart- 
t  or  officir  coming  in  contact  with  the  pow- 
delegateii   to   Congress   by   the    Constitution 
e  auiliorty  under   the  Government,  and    it 
Id  be  a  i-olecism  to  say  we  have  a  Govern- 
t  under  iiie  Constitution  independent  of  Con- 
gik^s.     This  i^onttruction  can  do  no  injury  to  our 
R  '  >ublican  if  stitutions ;  it  may  be  productive  of 
h  good:  (It  is  placing  it  beyond  the  reach  of 

To  repeal  this  treaty 

oconvenience  will  result, 

itie  Senate  have  concurred  in 

d  I  should  presume  there  can 

he  passage  of  the  bill  in  that 

,  y-     . 

'perceive, ^ir.  said  Mr.  E..  by  a  bill  now  on  the 
la|>ie.  that  ih<j  Senate  propose  to  declare  by  act  of 
gress.  ••  tjiat  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  is 
jtrary  to  tie  provisions  of  the  convention  shall 
eemed  ai  d  taken  to  be  of  no  force  or  effect." 
jie  treaiy    s  a  law.  and.  as  such,  binding  upon 
nation.  t;ie  passage  of  such  a  bill  is  wholly 
.ecessarv.  jpon  the  principle  that  subsequent 
■  la^  rept- al  hlr ruer  law*  in  all  cases  where  they  are 
in  i^n"!istent  with  eacii  other.    And  why  are  two- 
,  \\  ifds  of  thtt  Senate  required  to  make  a  treaty  ? 
:Ii  irould  appear  to  me   that  as  tins  House  have 
£  n|  ti  ihe  pow<r  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  it  would  be 
>  s<  ^cely  prober  that  it  should   be  called  upon  to 
I  d  ,|uss  one,  Stial  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  present 
I  •«  "suld   not  (|*em  beneficial  and  honorable  lo  the 
Ci  ^ntry.     Ifd  contrary  construction  shall  prevail, 
a    il  it  shall  ^e  determined  thai  a  treaty  made  and 
a  >^iroved  by^the  President  and  Senate  is  of  itself 
l(  J  suprem«i  law   of  the  land,  then   indeed  can 
I   iy  legisiai'-.  and  then  indeed  can  they  regulate 
(.  jiimerce  ; -and   the  supreme  authority  will   be 
i  ],  Iced  in  th^  hands  of  ttie  Executive,  the  Senate, 
*  w,  I  the  counts  of  justice,  who  may  al'>o  legislate 
thout  ihe*jid.  and  beyond  the  control  of  Coa- 
|sR,  make  i^ooiracis.and  carry  into  effect  treaties, 
ever  odious  they  may  be  to  the  people,  or  to 
ir  immedSaie  Representatives.     This  may  be, 
)  not  say  ft  will  t>e,  the  effect  of  this  monstrous 
.  ity-makiijg  power. 

fcongress  ioay  declare  war ;  no  authority  is  ex- 

fs-sly  give?  by  the  Constitu  ion  to  make  peace. 

^jiny  treaty  would  be  binding,  made  independ- 

of  the  le|[islative  authority,  he  was  inclined  to 

eve  it  wfuld  be  a  treaty  of  peacf,  and  yet  this 

d  only  form   one   exception;  it  would  he  a 

ly  not  against  the  provisions  of  any  article  of 

J  Consiiimion.  as  ih^-  power  is  not  delegated  to 

other  blanch  of  the  Government ;  it  becomes 

exclusive  province  of  the  treaty-making  pow- 

aod  does'nct  require  a  law  lo  give  it  validity, 

to  carry  i^  into  effect ;  it  is  a  treaty  made  under 


the  authority  of  the  United  States.  The  great 
objects  in  going  to  war  are  the  protection  of  the 
national  rights,  and  to  secure  an  honorable  peace. 
Such  a  peace  would  be  acquiesced  in  by  com- 
mon consent;  and  the  power  to  make  peace  is 
not  a  dangerous  power  ;  it  is  suited  to  the  trust  of 
the  Executive  alone,  who  would  have  authority, 
being  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  whole 
military,  to  carry  it  into  effect.  But  it  is  perfectly 
idle  to  talk  of  authority  to  do  this,  that,  or  the 
other  thing,  under  our  Constitution  and  form  of 
Government,  without  power  to  carry  that  au- 
thority into  effect.  The  power  lo  act  under  the 
Constitution,  is  evidence  of  a  right  to  act.  and 
to  act  with  effect.  The  Constitution  should  be 
construed  to  harmonize  all  its  parts,  and  the  con- 
struction which  he  had  given  would  produce 
such  harmony.  It  is  unnecessary,  and  would  be 
improp>er  in  Congress  to  legislate  upon  the  treaty, 
to  give  il  a  construction  that  belongs  lo  another 
authority,  to  the  courts  of  judicature;  any  con- 
struction Congress  might  give  il  would  not  be 
binding  upon  the  courts;  yet  every  member  who 
legislates  upon  a  treaty  must,  in  making  up  his 
opinion,  whether  to  carry  it  into  effect  or  not, 
give  It  his  own  construction,  in  order  to  form 
such  opinion  correctly. 

In  the  sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  it  is 
declared,  that  the  "  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of 

•  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made  in  pur- 

•  suance  thereof,  and  all   treaties  which  shall  be 

•  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 

•  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
'  judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby." 
What  IS  the  authority  of  the  United  States? 
The  Constitution  and  will  of  the  people  express- 
ed through  their  Representatives  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States;  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  nation  is  that  authority  without  which  no 
law  or  treaty  can  become  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  An  individual  officer,  a  judge,  a  marshal, 
or  a  justice  of  the  peace,  may  act  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  Slates,  so  long  as  he  keeps 
himself  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitutional 
limits,  and  the  lawK  of  the  United  States  enjoin- 
ing the  duties  to  be  by  bim  performed.  The 
Con»titution  is  the  paramount  law.  but  without 
the  aid  of  Congress  it  becomes  inoperative.  A 
person  may  possess  ihe  faculty  to  play  upon  an 
organ,  but  if  he  has  not  that  instrument  he  does 
not  possess  either  the  power  or  the  means  to  play 
upon  it.  The  President,  by  ihe  Constitution, 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates  ;  but  he  cannot  command,  if  there  shall 
not  be  any  Army  or  .Navy  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

'•  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
'  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the  Constitu- 
'  lion,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  trea- 
'  ties  which  shall  be  made  under  their  authority." 
If  the  words  "under  their  authority"  had  been 
omitted,  their  powers  would  noi  have  been  con- 
strued to  extend  to  foreign  treaties.  Hence  the 
judicial  power  cannot  carry  into  effect  a  treaty 
not  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Constitution 
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and  laws  of  the  United  States  ;  a  law  is  as  neces- 
sary to  the  validity  of  a  treaty  as  the  Constitution 
itself. 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  anderstood,  that  a  law 
is  necessary  in  all  cases  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty  ; 
he  meant  to  extend  it  only  to  ca«;es  where  a  treaty 
would  contravene  the  powers  delegated  to  Con- 
gress. If  the  Constitution  itself  gives  authority 
to  make  the  treaty,  the  treaty  thus  made  becomes 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  ;  the  judges  in  every 
State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  and  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  shall  extend  to  it; 
but  a  treaty  not  thus  made  cannot  be  carried 
into  execution  by  the  judicial  authority  ;  they 
certainly  would  not  adjudge  a  treaty  to  be  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  when 
the  treaty  is  made  Hi  derogation  of  that  authority. 
He  spoke  of  the  authority  expressly  delegated  to 
Congress. 

Supposes  treaty  made  on  a  subject  not  prohibited 
nor  permitted  by  the  Constitution,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  the  province  of 
Louisiana  ;  that  power  is  not  expressly  delegated 
to  any  authority  under  the  Constitution,  nor  is  it 
forbidden  ;  the  Constitution  is  silent ;  one  of  the 
conditions  of  the  compact  is  for  the  payment  of 
^15,000.000   to   France;    the  convention  is  rati- 
fied; the  money  is  not  paid  ;  is  it  then  a  treaty? 
It  is  not.     It  becomes  a  nullity  if  the  money  is 
withheld  ;    but,   according    to    the   argument  of 
some  gentlemen,  it  is  a  treaty,  and  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  ;  and  yet   it  is  not  ^  treaty  :  and 
so,  it  IS  a  treaty,  and  it  is  not  a  treaty.    Suppose 
the  money  paid,  it  is  then  a  treaty,  and   not  till 
then  has  it  received  the  sanction  of  the  legislative 
authority,  under   the   Constitution,  and   becomes 
the  supreme  law.    The  treaty  contains  a  stipula- 
tion that  the   inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  Union.     It  is   the  supreme  law  of  the  land  ; 
and  the  courts  are  not  enabled  to  carry  that  clause 
of  the  treaty  into  effect ;  it  requires  farther  legis- 
lative provisions. 

It  has  been  said,  sir,  that  the  President  has  ra- 
tified the  convention  by  Great  Britain,  that  it 
has  been  approved  of  by  the  Senate,  and  sent 
forth  lo  the  public  by  a  proclamation  as  a  treaty; 
and  if  it  is  not  a  treaty  the  President  knows  not 
what  he  is  about.  Sir,  said  Mr.  E..  the  President 
does  know  what  he  is  about ;  that  wise,  intelli- 
gent, and  upright  Chief  Magistrate,  who  has  long 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  this  nation,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  which  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  understands  the  subject  correctly.  In  his 
communication  of  the  treaty  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  23d  day  of  De- 
cember last,  he  says:  "  I  lay  before  Congress  copies 
'  of  a  proclamation  notifying  the  convention  cou- 

*  eluded   with  Great   Britain,  on   the  3d  day  of 

*  July  last,  and  that  the  same  has  been  duly  rati- 
'  fied  ;  and  I  recommend  to  Congress  such  legis- 
'  lative  provisions  as  the  convention  may  call  for 
'  on  the  part  of  the  United  States." 

He  who  helped  to  make  the  Constitution  re- 
commends to  Congress  legislative  provisions  in 
relation  to  this  treaty,  and  such  as  it  may  call  for, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 


The  principles  for  which  I  contend,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, said  Mr.  E.,  are  briefly  these  :  A  treaty  though 
made  has  not  force,  and  cannot  be  said  to  be  made 
under  the   national   authority,  without  a  law  of 
Congress  giving  it  that  authority,  or  to  carry  it 
into  effect ;  that  is,  in  all  cases  where  the  treaty 
in  its  provisions  interferes  with,  or  contravenes 
any  of  the    powers   expressly  delegated  to  the 
legislative  authority,  or  where  from  the  nature 
of  the  treaty  itself  it  requires  legislative  provi- 
sion ;  but  if  the  treaty  is  not  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  and  does  not  contra- 
vene any  of  the  powers  delegated  to  Congress, 
and  is  of  the  description  that  it  can   be  carried 
into  effect  by  the  President  alone,  or  by  the  Pres- 
ident and   Senate,  or  by  the  judicial   authority, 
without  the  aid  of  Congress,  legislation  in  such 
cases  becomes  wholly  useless  ;  treaties  thus  made 
are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  which  every  cit- 
izen is  bound  to  respect  and  to  obey. 

Mr.  CiTHBERT. — From  the  temper  discovered 
by  the  House,  at  the  introduction  of  this  bill.  I 
had  expected  but  little  discussion.     This  expec- 
tation   has   been   disappointed.     Discussion    has 
been  opened  and   extended.     Those  who  advo- 
cate  the   principles  which   make  the  bill  neces- 
sary, can  no  longer  withhold  themselves  from  the 
debate.     When   ray  friend  from  South  Carolina 
(.Mr.   Calhoun)   yesterday   resumed  his  seat,  I 
felt  myself  under  the  influence  of  a  strong  im- 
pulse to  reply,  but  restrained,  because  I  partici- 
pated in  the  general  anxiety  to  listen  to  a  gentle- 
man who  has   recently  appeared  in  this  hall.     I 
now  rise  for  the  purpose  of  such  reply,  which  I 
shall  enter  upon  without   preamble,  and  accom- 
plish   with  brevity.     First,  then,  I  demand  that 
which  cannot  well  be  refused  to  me,  and  which 
being  granted,  all  that  I  desire  to  establish  must 
of  necessity  follow.     What,  then,  do  I  demand? 
It  is  this:  Are  the  principles  of  our  Republican 
Constitution  of  Government  founded  in  the  rea- 
son and   nature  of  things,  necessary  to  the  con- 
servation of  public  liberty,  the  safeguard  of  the 
general  interests,  and   the  security  of  the  equal 
rights  of  the  citizen  ?     Has  it  been  the  result  of 
a  spirit  of  liberty,  chastened   by  sober  wisdom, 
and  a  sober  wisdom  animated   by  the  spirit  of^ 
liberty;  that  all  our  Constitution  and  law  rests 
upon  this  principle — "All  legislative  power  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Congress,  consisting  of  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives?"    Is  this  struct- 
ure of  Government,  this  intrusiment  of  the  pow- 
ers of  legislation   that,   without  which  we  can 
form  no  idea  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  and  a 
safe  guardianship  of  the  general  interests?    Yes, 
with  confidence.  I  demand  if  there  be  any  in  this 
House  who  will  question  these  principles.     Cer- 
tainly none  !     How  strange,  wild,  and  contradic- 
tory then  does  it  appear,  that  having  acknowl- 
edged that  our  republican  constitution  of  Gov- 
ernment, founded  on  the  reason  of  things  and 
the   nature  of  man,  can  allow  only  one  plan  of 
legislation  to  be  consistent  with  the  liberties  and 
in'te.ests  of  the  people,  any  one  should  immedi- 
ately add,  that  this  same  constitution  provides 
another  and  entirely  different  mode  of  legisla- 
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Ye>,  I  s&y,  it  does  appear  absurd  and  con- 
H'ao.  jiory,  that^t  being  necessarily  granted  that 
our  ?onstiiuti(fO  has  vested  all  the  liberties  of 
ll:e  ^tizen  ant^  the  interests  of  the  community 
oa  t  >|j  principle,  that  all  legislative  power  shall 
be  V  ited  in  a  (jlongress  composed  of  one  popular 
bja>  m.  the  imyiediate  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, |iyled  ih(^  House  of  Representatives,  and 
aaoi  ,er  branch;  representing  the  same  sovereign- 
ties, ender  the  «5tyle  of  the  Senate — it  should  be 
addi  'l,  that  lhi<  same  Constitution  provides  the 
nja!!  ig  of  law^  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  the 
Ser^  je,  without  reference  to  the  immediate  Rep- 
rese  Jaiives  ofilthe  people.  For  such  are  the 
claiij;  >  for  the  treaty-making  power,  made  by 
.who  advQjcate  its  extent  in  this  debate.  As 
may  not,<  become  the  subject  of  a  treaty; 
ercial  re^-Julation,  the  raising  of  armies  and 


treaty  being  a  contract  to  which  two  nations  are 
parties,  must  be  of  higher  and  more  solemn  obli- 
gation than  a  law  which  is  the  act  of  one  nation. 
Such  a  treaty  contract,  it  is  said,  being  of  a 
higher  nature,  and  more  binding  force  than  a 
law,  may  repeal  a  law,  cannot  require  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  law,  or  by  a  law  be  invalidated.  How 
fallacious  this  reasoning  !  Who  in  this  country, 
I  ask,  is  the  party  concerned  as  principal  in  a 
treaty  contract  1  The  people.  Who  their  agent? 
The  treaty  making  power.  Where  are  the  in- 
structions of  the  agent  to  be  found?  In  the 
Constitution.  And  can  a  contract  be  considered 
as  complete  and  of  binding  force,  that  has  not 
received  the  sanction  which,  according  to  its 
character,  is  required  by  the  instructions  of  the 
principal.  What  inferior  contract  can  dissolve, 
or  in   any  manner  affect  the  conditions  of  that 


ies,  extension  of  the  rights  of  citizenship  ?  |  imperial  contract,  the  constitution  of  republican 


p(iDc|ple$  0 
f(?ULv|ilions, 


then,  art!  there   to   be  no  grand  and  fixed 
of  Ijberty,    which,    settling    on    their 
frum  day  to  day,  shall  acquire  with 
>ogress  ol  time  an   immoveable  firmness! 
and  principles,  which,  incorporating  them- 
wiih   ih^  soul  of  the  American   citizen, 
lake  a  pa.^'t  of  his  very  nature,  and  revolt- 
action,  on  violation,  shall  thui 


to 


strong* 


Government,  in  which  the  citizens  by  a  solemn 
act  engage  themselves  to  each  other,  and  pre- 
scribe limits  to  those  who  administer  their  af- 
fairs ?  It  is  this  coniraci  on  which  rests  all  Gov- 
ernment, which  gives  force  to  all  laws  and  life 
and  validity  to  all  other  contracts. 

But   the  faith   of  the   nation    we   are    told    is 
pledged  by  a  treaty. 


,       .-       ,         ^   .  -    ,    .  I  •  '  ,       Ah  !  that   is   the   question 

bvCcji^e  the  sanation  o!  their  own  preservation  ?  i  in  discussion.  Is  the  faith  of  the  nation  pledged  ? 

Majjjihat  plan  »of  policy  which  ought  to  be  be-  |  Certainly,  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  not  pledged 

"tohave<^st  its  roots  so  deeply,  and  taken  j  where   a   treaty  requires  the   sanction  of  a    " 

)Dz  a  hoW.  be  torn   up  thus  easily,  I  had  !  until   that   sanction    is  afforded.     It  is  the 


s    wantonly?     In    fine,    may   a 
reign    despot,  petty  or   mighty. 


[?   said,    tl 

with  a 

.*t  to  its  IJase   the  legislative  authoriTy  on 

'    dependijlhe  entire  scheme  of  our  polity 

^erty?      J 

what  is|there   that   may  not  become  (as 

rjensaid)  ijie  subject  of  a  treaty  ;  commercial 

t^iion,  the  wising  of  money,  of  armies,  and  

►fts,  the  fri^chises  of  citizenship,  and  what- [  erly    of  legislation,    has   its 


roperly  belongs  to,  and  is  most  inleresling 
slaiion?  ♦My  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
rapid,  arjlent,  and  impatient  in  his  intel- 
operatiofs,  is,  perhaps,  carried  loo  strong- 
ly tdjPards  metaphysical  subtlety  and  the  sound- 
n^ss"nd  completeness  of  theory.  If  from  this 
causi.he  has  hefe  erred,  I  would  beg  leave  to  re- 
min'ljhim,  thaj  wretched  indeed  would  be  the 
cyncQion  of  tl^  human  race  could  the  great 
pilin|j>!es  of  Gi^vernmeiit  be  understood  only  by 
a  Vev'minds,  suDile,  refined,  and  comprehensive. 
Wntthed,  indeed,  would  be  the  condition  of  the 
hurcpi  race,  di^  the  riublic  liberty  re>t  only  in 
the  ij^ned  sublfj-ties  ol  metaphysics.  My  friend, 
wjtb^'he  high(«r  and  more  solid  attributes  of 
geni^;^  IS  not  wiihout  some  of  its  shining  defects. 
Fcrt^  in  the  ijiveniion  of  topics  to  sustain  the 
cwsMie  advocates,  he  is  inclined  to  select  those 
wiiic*  Jo  not  readily  present  themselves  to  com- 
tnunfjpprehensiijin.  Recommended  as  they  are 
lo.hi|;pelf  by  thy  beauty  and   freshness  of  nov- 

ihey  carry  the  minds  of 

sses  himself  by  a  kind  of 

lick  and  lively  impres- 

SKjD-IjBui   such,  reasoning   should   be  regarded 

with  Jispicion.   {Thus,  then,  we  are  told,°that  a 


3* 

aw, 
_-  seal 
manual  that  stamps  the  hitherto  incomplete  en- 
gagement. Foreign  nations  are  bound  to  under- 
stand the  constitution  of  the  Government  of  the 
people  with  whom  they  treat.  Our  Constitution 
is  the  credentials  borne  in  hand  by  our  negotiators. 
The  error  (as  it  appears  to  me)  of  those  who 
deny  the  necessity  of  a  law  of  Congress  to  give 
full  force  to  treaties  which  embrace  subjects  p'rop- 

commenceraent   m 


lo.nif^ell  Dy  ttit;  beauty 
^'<<yif^   i^  awa^   that   th 
thostW)  whom  l.t  addresse 
«urpr  ^,   producing  a  qui 


this:  that  they  do  not  comprehend  in  their  view 
of  the  Constitution  its  different  parts,  but,  seiz- 
ing on  the  treaty-making  power  alone,  carry  it 
to  an  irrational  extent,  and  with  a  violent  inva- 
sion over  all  the  rest  which  are  forced  to  yield. 
The  Constitution  is  then  rightly  construed  when 
its  several  principles,  all  set  in  operation,  are 
properly  adjusted,  balanced,  and  harmonized. 
Each  must  receive  its  due  weight  and  force  ac- 
cording to  its  weight  and  relation  to  others. 

With  regard  to  the  law  under  consideration, 
the  members  of  this  House  may  be  divided  into 
several  classes.  To  those  (of  whom  I  am  one) 
who  believe  the  sanction  of  a  law  in  this  case 
necessary,  no  persuasion  need  be  addressed. 
There  is  another  class  who  believe  that  in  cases 
where  treaties  affect  internal  regulations,  their 
legislative  interposition  is  demanded.  Let  such 
consider  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  if 
not  impossible  to  deny  that  character  to  this 
treaty,  and  that  it  is  the  less  hazardous  course  to 
act  on  that  presumption.  There  are  others  again 
who  regard  the  passage  of  a  law  in  many  of 
these  cases  as  a  matter  of  form.  Lei  sucli  re- 
flect that  forms  are  not  unfrequently  the  best 
protection  to  what  is  substauiiaied. 
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I  conclude  with  a  doctrine  which  may  excite 
objection  and  clamor,  but  which,  I  with  confi- 
dence predict,  will  become  the  doctrine  of  the 
nation.  What  is  the  iloctnne  ?  It  is  thie  :  this 
House  is  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  in 
public  discussion  upon  bills  must  examine  whe- 
ther the  Constitution  has  been  preserved  in  its 
integrity,  and  the  honor  of  the  nation  unviolated 
in  treaties. 

Mr.  TucEER  said  that  he  should  not  have  risen 
to  offer  to  the  House  any  remarks  on  the  subject 
before  it,  if  he  had  not  conceived  thai  there  were 
some  irnportant  considerations  that  had  not  yet 
been  presented  to  its  view.  Gentlemen,  he  said, 
have  so  eagerly  entered  upon  the  discussion  of 
the  general  question  in  relation  to  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power,  a  question  of  the  greatest  magnitude 
and  interest,  that  their  attention  seems  to  have 
been  in  a  great  measure  withdrawn  from  the  bill 
underconsideration.  Let  us  remember,  however, 
that  whatever  may  be  our  respective  opinions  on 
the  subject  of  the  powers  of  the  several  branches 
of  Government,  the  passage  of  this  bill  may  in 
the  present  state  of  things  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary ;  let  us  retiect.  that  upon  our  decision  on 
this  occasion,  the  execution  of  the  treaty  on  our 
pan  in  the  spirit  of  good  faith,  may  essentially 
depend,  and  whilst  we  look  to  ihe  question  of 
Constitutional  power,  let  us  not  entirely  forget 
the  peculiar  character  of  this  treaty,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill. 

Before  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
treaty  itself,  and  endeavor  to  explain  the  necessity 
of  legislative  interference  on  this  occasion,  let  me 
touch  for  a  moment  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty- 
making  power ;  without  pretending,  however,  to 
a  comprehensive  investigation  of  the  Constitu- 
tional doctrines  in  relation  to  it.  as  such  an  at- 
tempt would  lead  to  too  wide  a  discussion,  and 
might  prove  both  tedious  and  uninteresting. 

I  concede,  witiiout  hesitation,  that  the  treaty- 
making  power  IS  vested  in  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate ;  but,  so  far  from  assenting  to  the  proposition 
that  Congress  have  in  no  case  a  right  to  interlere, 
I  contend  that  it  may  be  of  the  vtry  essence  of  a 
treaty  to  engage  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
that  Congress  will,  or  will  not  do  an  act,  or  will, 
or  will  not,  pass  a  law. 

I  understand  a  treaty  made   by  the  Executive 
to  be  an  engagement  entered  into  by  the  President 
and  Senate  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  foreign  Power,  by  which  something  may  be  en- 
gaged to  be  done  or  omitted  on  the  part  of  this 
nation.     It  is  rather  a  contract  by  which  the  par- 
tie?  undertake  that  something  shall  be  done,  than 
an  act  by  which  it  is  done.     The  stipulations  ol 
the  instrument  which  the  nation  by  its  Executive 
undertakes  to  perform,  are  also  of  various  char- 
acters, and  separate  and  distinct  natures.     Some 
may  be  Executive  merely,  some  Legislative  ;  and 
indeed,  from  the  treaty  made  under  the  old  Con- 
federation whereby  it  was  stipulated  that  the  cred- 
itors of  the  two  nations  should  meet  with  no  im- 
pediment in  the  recovery  of  their  debts,  it  seems, 
that  the  engagements  of  the  contracting  Powers 
may  on  some  occasions  be  referable  to  the  Judi- 


ciary department  of  the  QoTernment.     In  either 
case,  the  treaty  entered  into  by  the  President  and 
Senate,  can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as 
an  engagement  on  the  part  of  this  nation,  that  the 
stipulations  of  the  contract  shall  be  carried  into 
effect  by    that    department  of  the    Government 
within    who."ie   province    they  may    respectively 
j  fall.     Thus,  if  it  be  agreed,  that  an  Executive  act 
shall  be  done,  the  Executive  alone  may  carry  the 
I  treaty  into  full  and  complete  operation.    If  it  be 
i  agreed  that  something  shall  be  done,  which  falls 
within  the  province  of  the  legislative  power,  then 
the   legislative   aid    become   necessary,  because, 
though  the  President  and  Senate  may  make  a 
treaty,  the  Constitution  nowhere  empowers  them 
'  to   make  a  law.     These   principles  are    not  only 
'  clear  and  palpable,  I  conceive,  but  they  have  been 
I  acted  on,  and  are  admitted  in  effect  by  the  course 
■  of  argument  which  has  been  pursued.     Thus,  if 
'  it  be  engaged  that  peace  shall  be  made  and  armies 
I  withdraw'n.  the  Executive,  by  its  mandate,  pro- 
j  claims  peace, orcommands  the  retreat  of  its  forces; 
yet,  however  solemn  and  obligatory  a  treaty  from 
the  moment  of  its  signature  becomes  upon  that 
department  on  which  it  binds,  until  that  depart- 
ment acts,  it  is  no  rule  of  action  for  those  under 
its  control.     If  a  treaty  of  peace  for  example  be 
made,  yet  if  the  Executive  fail  to  promulgate  il, 
if  they  refuse  to  proclaim  it,  if  they  refuse  to  give 
orders  to  their  armies,  and  their  commanders  to 
suspend  hostilities.nocommander,  no  officer  would 
be  justified    in  acting    under    it  until  his   orders 
were  received,  unless  he  did  so  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility. So  too  in  the  case  of  the  treaty  under 
consideration.    However  conclusive  and  plain  the 
treaty  may  be,  who  will  pretend  that  every  col- 
lector and   deputy  collector   in  the  Union  may, 
without  orders  from  any  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, consider  the  treaty  as  ihesupreme  law  as 
his  supreme  rule  of  conduct,  and  act  accordingly  ? 
If  net,  then  some  other  act  is  necessary  to  carry 
this  treaty  into  operation,  whether  Executive  or 
Legislative,  I  will  not  now  slop  to  inquire.     The 
i  treaty,    then,  does    not  execute  itself.     It  it  not 
(without  anything  further)  the  supreme  law  or 
i  rule  of  conduct  for  every  individual,  for,  if  it  be, 
then  every  individual  is  justified  in  acting  at  once 
!  without  waiting  Executive  instruction ;  nay,  after 
receivinty  such  instruction,  they   would  in  con- 
science be  bound  to  follow  the  treaty  (thus  become 
the  law  of  the  land)  rather  than  the  instruction 
'  of  the  President  and  his  Secretaries. 

These  considerations  prove,  >ufficieDtly,  I  coa- 
;  ceive,   that    even    where   stipulations   are    made 
I  which  are  fully  within  the  province  of  the  Exe- 
cutive power,  a  treaty  does  not,  cannot,  execute 
itself  ;  that  it  is  in  truth  a  contract  to  do  some- 
thing, not  an  act  by  which  it  is  done. 

tTus  distinction,  Mr.  Speaker,  becomes  yet 
i  more  plain,  when  we  come  to  apply  U  to  a  treaty 
containing  stipulations  by  which  the  nation  en- 
'  ga<Tes  to  do  something  that  falls  within  the  sphere 
Sf  legislative  power.  I  will  not  stop  to  prove,  by 
labormus  reasoning,  that  cases  may  occur  in  which 
the  legislative  body  must  be  called  on  to  execute 
the  provisions  of  a  treaiy  ;  I  will  not  fatigue  the 
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*se  with  a|k  effort  to  show  that  there  are  cases 

l^'htch  the  Qreaty  car\  neither  operate  as  a  law, 

the  Execij^ive  enforce  its  provisions  without 

i'fr.     It  wcjild    be  useless,  for  the  position   has 

^fiys  been  idmitted,  has  often   been  acted   on, 

ijis  now  nf)st  amply  conceded.     Such,  sir,  is 

:;case  of  ajtreaiy.  the  stipulations  of  which. 

^{ng  upon  4ie  irea-ures  of  the  country,  require 

[ppropriaiil)n.     Such.  too.  the  case  ot  a  cession 

frritory  sjjoken  of  in  the  debate,  if  we  could 

tnti  ofsucljja  power  existing  any  where  in  the 

•ral  Govejnraent-     Such,  loo,  the  ca>e  of  the 

ilations  irk  the  convention   by  which  Louis- 

^j  was  cedtfl  to  the  United  States,  whereby  on 

tin   terms;  she   was  to  be  admitted  into  the 

D.     Let  is  pause  for  a  moment  and  ask  our- 

s,  whethtf-   such  treaties  can   be  regarded  as 

^'uting  theinselves ;  whether  they    can  have 

^atiun  witl|out  legislative  aid  ?     Can  a  treaty 

h^  tax  ;  caij  a  treaty  make  an  appropriation  ; 

a  treaty. >tp*o /ac/o,  cede  territory;    can  a 

ly  erect  a  t'erritory  into  a  State  ?     Can  these 

«rs  be  doneiby  the  treaty  alone,  or  by  theaidand 

[umentality  of  the  Executive  without  Legis- 

[e  assistai^ce  ?     It  is  admitted  on  all  hands 

cannot.  '.Even  the  most  zealous  supporters 

le   treatyfmaking  power  acknowledge,  that 

must  in  ^uch  cases  look  to  the  Legislature. 

'ftgh    they  J^onlend  that  this  body  is  bound  to 

^>  the  necessary  laws.     I  will  not  stop  at  this 

to  examine  this  principle,  but  ask,  whether 

not  palpable  from  these  admissions,  that  in 

liich  ca*e"<<B  treaty  does  not  actually  make  or 

ige  the  la4r.  but  only  engages  on  the  part  of 

tniied  St!|Tes  tha'.itshall  bemadeorchanged? 

.  I  am  not  tt^correct  in  supposing,  that  a  treaty 

Merely  an  <tngagement  that  certain  acts  shall 

jone  by  tliit   department  of  the  Government 

"lin  whostiprovince  they  may  fall ;  and  that 

fs  not  cverate  in  cases  falling  within  the 

^^re  of  the  Ijegislaiive  power,  without  the  aid 

'jiat  branclj  of  the  Government. 

it  were  ciherwise,  if  we  were  indeed  to  give 

the  monftrous  construction,  that  a  treaty  of 

if  is  to  be  liegarded  a  a  law  ;  that  it  can  repeal 

lemn  act  |>f  the  Legislature,  and  operate  di- 

If  upon  tile  community  without  the  agency 

iat  brancliof  the  Government,  in  cases  exclu- 

;y  within  |he  legitimate  sphere;  to  what  fatal 

[^ths  shall  we  not  be  led.     If  treaties  have  this 

t  in  one  ia<e.  why  not  in  all?     If  in  taking 

I »  duty,  wh^  not  in  making  an  appropriation  ; 

M  repealing*one  law.  why  not  in  passing  ano- 

V;  why  no|j  in  laying  taxes,  granting  subsidies, 

"ing  cessi(|os  of  territory,  and  even  paying 

ite   to  an^Algerioe  Dey  without  consent  of 

l^ress,  if  irjdeed  our  gallant  seamen  had  not 

jred  mor(|  honorable  terms  for  us  in  the  late 

Ijtiation  ?   .Can  gentlemen  draw    the  line  of 

|iminatior(?     Can  they  point  out  that  part  of 

ponsiitutii'n.  which,  in  the  supposed  conces- 

bto  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  legislative 

lority,  saytto  the  former,  "  thus  far  shall  thou 

jnd   no  laj'ther  ?'■     And  if  they  cannot,  this 

pri^endence  *f  the  Legislature  must  exist  in  all 

'y'  or  none.  -  It  is  admitted  that  it  does  not  ei- 


ist  in  all  (as  in  the  cases  of  appropriation,  dtc.) 
and  1  therefore  conclude  it  exists  in  none. 

But  if  the  legislative  authority  be  necessary,  is 
it  true  that  we  are  bound  to  act  in  a  particular 
way  ?  Is  It  true  that  we  must  pass  (he  laws 
which  the  treaty-making  power  engages  we  shall 
pass?  Impossible!  When  our  aid  is  called  for, 
we  naust  have  the  power  to  deliberate ;  if  to  de- 
liberate, we  must  have  a  discretion  to  pans  or  to 
reject ;  since  without  it  deliberation  is  a  mockery 
and  legislative  solemnitiesa  fair  subjectof  derision 
and  contempt. 

There  is  another  point  of  view.  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  which  I  would  present  thissubject  to  the  House. 

To  whom  has  the  Constitutional  charter  given 
the  legislative  power?  I  answer,  in  the  explicit 
language  of  the  instrument  in  its  commencing 
clause,  'to  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  consist  of  a  Senate,  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives.'' Is  this  ample  grant  restricted  by  any 
subsequent  part  of  the  instrument  ?  We  are  re- 
ferred by  gentlemen  to  the  treaty-making  power, 
and  to  the  clause  which,  as  they  contend.°declares 
that  •■  treaties  shall  be  made  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land."  If  indeed  by  any  lair  construction 
this  clause  can  be  deemed  to  declare  (hat  treaties 
shall  be  superior  to  the  law.s,  then  our  adversaries 
may  claim  the  victory  ;  otherwise  they  must  yield 
It.  But  does  it  so?  It  declares  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  treaties,  to  be 
the  supreme  law.— Superior  to  what?  To  the 
laws  of  the  Slates;  as  we  perceive  by  the  con- 
clusion; -anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws 
of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 
It  declares  all  three  to  be  supreme;  it  does  not 
attempt  to  graduate  t.^ie  respective  authority  of 
each,  nor  can  it  be  predicated  ofeither,  that  under 
this  clause  it  is  superior  to  the  others.  Even  the 
Constitution  itself  would  have  no  claims  to  su- 
periority, if  it  looked  only  to  this  passage  for  us 
title  to  supremacy. 

If  then  the  legislative  power  be  vested  in  Con- 
gress, and  if  by  this  clause  it  be  not  taken  away 
or  subject  to  the  control  of  the  treaty-making 
power.  I  presume  it  remains  unimpaired  in  the 
representatives  of  the  nation.  If  so,  their  concur- 
rence IS  not  only  essential  to  ( arry  into  effect  a 
treaty  touching  upon  legislative  powers,  but.  in 
acting  upon  it,  (hey  must  deliberate  with  the  free- 
dom of  independent  legislators. 

It  IS  contended,  however,  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  that  a 
treaty  is  superior  to  the  law,  because  it  is  a  con- 
tract between  our  nation  and  another  Power.  I 
am  ready  to  admit.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  ingenuity  of 
the  gentleman  in  drawing  this  distinction.  It  is 
what  may  well  be  expected  from  his  ingenious  and 
active  mind.  But  I  think  it  will  appear  that  it 
is  more  ingenious  than  solid,  more  true  than  ap- 
plicable to  the  subject. 

I  admit  that  where  a  contract  has  been  entered 
into  and  completed  by  all  ihe  necessary  powers 
under  our  Constitution,  it  is  binding  upon  the 
nation.  But  the  question  still  recurs,  when  is  ii 
complete?  In  the  case  of  a  treaty  containing 
stipulations  merely  Executive,  it  is  complete  when 
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the  ratifications  are  exchanged.     In  the  case  of ;  ment  on  the  state  of  the  relations  between  this 


a  treaty  which  requires  a  legislative  act  to  give 
it  operation,  we  contend  that  the  legislative  sanc- 
tion must  be  given  before  it  is  complete.  Until 
then  It  is  not  a  binding  contract,  and  the  rights 
of  the  third  party  (ihe  foreign  Power)  do  not 
exist.  Is  it  not  the  pHitio  principii,  or  (if  the 
gentleman  will  permit  me  to  use  the  vulgar 
translation)  is  it  not  begging  the  question  to  con- 
tend, that  before  the  legislative  sanction  the  con- 
tract is  binding,  when  the  very  question  between 
us  IS  whether  that  sanction  be  necessary  to  make 

it  binding? 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  foreign   nations  know 
nothin<^   ot    these    Constitutional    niceties.      .My 


country  and  its  adversary,  pronouncing  that  in 
their  judgment  subsisting  treaties  are  broken,  and 
that  such  an  act   is  not  to  be  regarded   as  mere 
ordinary  legislation  in  which  the  interest  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  nation  are  the  chief  objects  in  view. 
Should  we  admit  this  subtle  distinction,  does  it 
avoid  the  difficulty  ?     Is  not  the  Congress  if  pos- 
sessed of  the   power  of  declaring  war,  whatever 
bt  the  nature  of  the  act.  superior  to  (he  treaty- 
making  power  whose  contracts  it  thereby  abro- 
gates ?     And  does  not   the  question  still  recur, 
whether  it  can   be   both    superior  and  inferior — 
whether    the  legislative  and   the   treaty-making 
power  can  reciprocally  and  ad  infinitum  repeal 


friend  ?rom  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  has  the  acts  of  each  other? 
already  given  the  proper  answer  to  such  a  sugges-  I  Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  some  of  the  considera- 
tion. T'he  foreign  Power  which  contracts  with  }  tions  on  the  subject  ot  the  treaty-making  power 
us  is  bound  to  look  to  the  Constitutional  charter  which  have  presented  themselves  to  my  mind; 
to  see  that  they  contract  with  the  proper  authority.  I  and  though  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  take  a 
Suppo'«e  the  treaty  were  ratified  by  the  President  '  much  more  excursive  range  on  this  interesting 
without  the  assent  of  the  Senate.  Could  the  for-  subject,  yet  I  shall  leave  to  others  to  do  so.  and 
eign  Power  complain  of  broken  faith  because  we  i  proceed  to  the  second  inquiry  I  proposed  to  my- 
should  refuse  to  abide  by  it?  Could  it  allege  '  self— Does  the  treaty  under  consideration  require 
that  it  knew  nothing  of  the  Senatorial  ratifica-  legislative  aid  to  effect  its  provisions?  If  it  does, 
tion;  that  it  was  nut  versed  in  the  mysteries  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House  should  con- 
cur Constitution?  By  no  means.  If  a  foreign  cur  in  voting  for  the  bill.  We  should  do  so,  be- 
Power  contracts  without  looking  to  the  authority  j  cause  we  all  believe  it  advisable  to  carry  the 
and  Constitutional  extent  of  powers  of  those  who     treaty  into  effect ;  those  on   the  other  side  should 


undertake  to  treat  with  them,  the  loss  be  upon 
them — we  are  not  to  be  the  sufferers.  So.  if,  as 
we  contend. all  treaties  involving  legislative  power 
require  legislative  sanction,  foreign  Powers  must 
look  to  it ;  and  seeing  that  the  Executive  are  not 
omnipotent,  and  have  no  power  to  bind  us  abso- 
lutely in  such  cases,  they  must  act  accordingly. 

Let  us.  in  testing  the  correctness  of  theprinciple 
contended  for  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  ex- 
amine, moreover,  whether  it  does  not  lead  to  inevi- 
table inconsistency.     It  is  asserted  that  a  treaty 
is  superior  to  a  law  in  conflict  with  its  provisions. 
and  repeals  a  prior    legislative   act  which  is  at 
variance  with    its  stipulations.     Here   then    the 
treaty-making    power    is    superior    to    the    law. 
Yet   It    is    admitted   that   Congress  can  declare 
war,  a  prior  treaty  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, and  by  the  act  of  war  annul  and  abrogate  a 
treaty.     Here   then    the  law    is    superior   to   the 
treaty-making  power.     Can  it  at  the  same  time 
be  both  superior  and  inferior?     Can   it  be  true 
that  whilst  the  President  and  Senate  can  repeal 
pre-existing  laws,  the  same  power  which  made 
those   pre-existing  laws,  can  in   its   turn  become 
superior,  and  abrogate  the  act  of  the   President 
and  Senate  ?     Impossible!  it  is  an  inconsistency 
that  cannot  be  admitted  ;  it  is  a  construction  that 
would  beget  unutterable  confusion. 

But  It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from   South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  that  the  act  of  declar 


do  so  peculiarly,  because,  according  to  their  doc- 
1  trines.  they  are  morally  bound  to  legislate  where 
!  the  treaty  requires  legislative  aid.  All  should  be 
!  solicitous  to  avoid  the  slightest  imputation  on  the 
I  faith  of  the  nation. 

If  ever  there  was  a  treaty  in  which  legislative 
I  aid  was  necessary,  this  appears  to  me  peculiarly 
to  require  it.  Its  stipulations  not  only  compre- 
hend subjects  within  the  sphere  of  the  legisla- 
tive power,  but  those  subjects  of  legislation  which 
are  more  peculiarly  the  province  of  this  branch  of 
the  Government.  Whether  we  consider  the  ques- 
tion in  relation  to  the  peculiar  powers  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  taxation,  to  the  pledge  of  the 
duties  in  question  to  the  public  creditors,  or  the 
particular  provisions  of  the  instrument.  I  can  per- 
ceive no  Constitutional  means  of  carrying  the 
convention  into  effect  without  legislative  co-oper- 
ation. 

Is  there,  I  will  ask,  any  subject  of  legislation, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  which  this  House  has  greater  in- 
terest or  greater  Constitutional  control  than  that 
which  is  in  anywise  connected  with  taxation  and 
revenue?  Can  gentlemen  point  out  anything 
more  important,  and  more  interwoven  with  all 
our  feelings  than  the  question,  'on  what  articles 
shall  taxes  be  laid  ;  from  what  subjects  shall  the 
necessary  revenues  of  the  Government  be  raised?" 
What  has  produced  in  this  House  more  sensation 
than  whether  the  revenues  shall  be  raised  from 


ing  war  is  rather  a  judicial  than  a  legislative  act.  j  whiskey,  from  salt,  from  merchandise,  or  land  ? 
I  understand  the  gentleman's  idea  and  admit  the  The  objects  of  taxation  are  equally  important  and 
ingenuity  of  the  distinction,  though  it  cannot  '  interesting  with  the  quantum  to  be  raised,  or  the 
avail  him  in  answer  to  the  difficulty  I  have  sug-  i  appropriation  of  it  after  it  has  been  raised  ;  and  if 
gested.  I  suppose  the  gentleman  to  mean,  that  1  gentlemen  admit  that  an  appropriation  by  this 
in  parsing  an  act  declaring  war.  the  Congress  of  j  House  is  necessary  to  effectuate  the  provisions  of 
the  United  States  express  their  opinion  or  judg- 1  a  treaty,  which  engages  that  such  an  appropria- 
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;n  shall  be  "'made,  they  must  equally  concede  the 
^cessity  of /a  legislative  act,  where  the  treaty 
lects  the  <node  in  which  the  public  burdens 
i^all  be  imposed.     And  what  is  the  present  case? 

*  Mie  treaty  ingajjes  that  a  part  of  our  revenues, 

*  &ich  were'heretofore  raised  from  taxes  and  du- 
s  on  BriiiJlh  ships,  shall  be  taken  from  them, 

Id  of  course  shall  be  raised  from  other  objects. 

we  must|raise  the  amount,  and  can  no  longer 

k/rive  it  frc|n  British  vessels,  we  must  draw  it 

m  still  la^es,  or  land  taxes,  or  from  some  other 

irce  whictj  might  be  equally  disagreeable;  and 

,us.  allhou^  this  House  has  a  peculiar  control 

rer  such  sjbjecls.    the   President  and    Senate, 

jjder  the  construction  given  to  the  Constitution 

1  some  genijemen  in  this  debate,  would  be  vested 

*tbat  instrument  with  the  monstrous  power  of 

feting  thi"  body  in  what  manner  taxes  shall  be 

This  ^annot   be  true — this  cannot  be  the 

interpreiytion  of  the  instrument.     A  law  in 

is  case  is,  rherefore,  peculiarly  necessary  to  re- 

i^^ve  those  duties  which  the  legislative  body  alone 

impose,  |nd  alone  can  abrogate. 

'he  necesiiiy  of  legislative  interference  on  the 

'sent  occasion   is  yet  more  palpable,  when  we 

^n  our  aiie/iiion  to  the  public  creditors.     The 

f  duties  4^  question  are  pledged  to  them  for 

iKt  payment.^f  tbetr  claims,  and  the  nation  has 

moly   plffjged   its  faiih   that  they  shall  con- 

ue  until  tl.-^  debt  is  paid  off,  reserving,  however, 

"  ongress  (not  to  the  President  and  Senate)  the 

ht  to  substitute  others  in  their  stead.     Shall 

power,  reserved  by  the  act  to  Congress,  com- 

ed  of  all  Che  branches  of  the  Legislature,  be 

rcised  thejj  by  the  President  and  Senatealone  ? 

all  they  h>ve  the  authority,  without  our  acqui- 

ence  and  Che  powers  reserved  to  us,  to  sweep 

ay    the    mortgaged    subject,    and     break    the 

ghted  faitJi  of  the  nation  with  the  public  cred- 

?     Will  fhe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

r.  Calho'"n.)  he  who  has  so  strenuously  con- 

ded  for  tl^e  inviolability  of  contracts — will  he 

ume  suclwa  position?     I  am  sure  he  will  not. 

if  the  Pfiesident  and  Senate  have  the  powers 

erved  to  Qongrcss,  of  taking  off  those  duties  at 

^  ir  discretiJijn,  have  they  also  the  power  of  mak- 

'jjT  the  substitute,  and  of  laying  the  taxes  which 

to  suppUJ  their  place  ?     If  they  have,  then  is 

u-  Constitujional  power  of  this  House  gone  for- 

r  ;  if  the^  have  not,  then  have  they  the  power 

(V,*breaking  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  and 

lulling  th<!  mortgage  we  have  given  to  our 

ditors?    tiither  alternative  is  so  pregnant  with 

schiel,  thaj  we  must  renounce  the  construction 

ich  leads  ho  it.  and  acknowledge  the  necessity 

the  agency  of  Congress,  under  the  provisions 

<v^  the  law  I  tave  quoted,  to  abolish  duties  which 

tbeen  so'eranly  pledged  to  their  creditors, 
hen  we  look  to  the  provisions  of  the  conven- 
itself  w^  cannot  doubt,  I  conceive,  of  the  ne- 
|sity  of  thejbiU  before  you.  What  does  the  con- 
•";tion  provide?  That  the  duties  on  American 
1  British  bj'ttoras.  which  are  now  unequal,  shall 
qualized.*  And  can  this  equality  only  beef- 
lied  in  oD'.'jmode — by  taking  off  the  additional 
fi  per  cent,  on  British  ships?   Cannot  an  equal- 


ization  be  equally  effected  by  raising  the  duties 
on  American  ships  to  the  present  duties  on  Brit- 
ish vessels?  And  have  we  not  even  the  poor 
privilege  of  deciding  which  of  the  alternatives 
shall  be  adopted  ?  Does  the  treaty-making  power 
draw  to  it  this  power  also?  Because  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  have  bound  the  nation  to  effect 
an  object  in  cme  of  two  ways,  have  they  also  the 
power  of  declaring  which  of  the  two  shall  be 
adopted,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  legislative  power 
of  this  House  1  Impossible.  If  we  have  not  the 
right  now,  we  never  can  have  it  hereafter;  and, 
according  to  this  idea,  Congres.s  can  never  lay 
any  additional  duties  on  tonnage,  however  equal 
in  their  operation,  because  a  paramount  power 
(the  President  and  Senate)  have  declared  that, 
under  this  treaty,  the  extra  duties  shall  be  taken 
off. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  for  the 
reasons  I  have  offered,  our  aid  as  a  legislative 
body  is  necessary  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
that  the  bill  before  the  House  should  be  passed. 
1  am  ready  to  give  that  aid,  and  to  vote  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  because  I  believe  it  will  be 
advantageous  to  the  nation,  and  because  I  appre- 
hend that,  without  such  an  act,  the  treaty  must 
either  remain  unexecuted,  or  the  Executive  must 
assume  to  itself  powers  which  are  not  within  its 
province. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  said  he  intended  yesterday,  if  the 
state  of   his  health   had   permitted,  to  have  tres- 
passed on  the  House  with  a  short  sketch  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  di>approved  of  this  bill. 
What  I  could  not  do  then,  said  he,  I  am  about  to 
endeavor  now.   under  the   pressure   nevertheless 
of  continuing  indisposition,  as  well  as  under  the 
influence  of  a  natural  reluctance  thus  to  manifest 
an  apparently  ambitious  and  improvident  hurry 
to  lay  aside  the  character  of  a  listener  to  the  wis- 
dom of   others,   by    which    I    could    not    fail  to 
profit,  for  that  of  an  expounder  of  my  own  hum- 
ble notions,  which  are   not  likely  to  be  profitable 
to  anybody.     It  is  indeed  but  too  probable  that  I 
should  best  have  consulted  both  delicacy  and  dis- 
cretion if  I  had  forborne   this  precipitate  attempt 
to  launch  my  little  bark  upon  what  an  honorable 
member  has  aptly  termed  "  the  torrent  of  debate" 
which  this   bill  has  produced.     I  am  conscious 
that  it  may  with  singular  propriety  be  said  of  me 
that  I  am  noriw  hospes  here,  that  I  have  scarcely 
begun  to  acquire  a  Jomicil  among  those  whom 
I   am  undertaking  to  address;  and  that  recently 
transplanted    hither  from  courts  of  judicature,  I 
ought  lor  a  reason  to  look  upon  myself  as  a  sort 
of  exotic,  which  time  has  not  sufficiently  famili- 
arized with  the  soil  to   which  it    has   been    re- 
moved, to  enable  it   to  put  forth  either  fruit  or 
flower.     However  all   this  may  be,  it  is  now  too 
late  to  be  silent.     I  proceed,  therefore,  to  entreat 
your  indulgent  attention  to  the  few  words  with 
which  I   have   to  trouble    you  upon   the  subject 
under  deliberation. 

That  subject  has  already  been  treated  with  an 
admirable  force  and  perspicuity  on  all  sides  of 
the  House.  The  strong  power  of  argument  has 
drawn  aside,  as  it  ought  to  do,  the  veil  which  is 
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supposed  to  belong  to  it,  and  which  some  of  us 
seem  unwilling  to  disturb  ;  and  the  stronger  pow- 
er of  genius,  from  a  higher  region  than  that  of 
argument,  has  thrown  upon  it  all  the  light  with 
which  it  is  the  prerogative  of  genius  to  invest 
and  illustrate  everything.  It  is  fit  that  it  should 
be  so;  for  the  subject  is  worthy,  by  its  dignity 
and  importance,  to  employ  in  the  discussion  of  it 
all  the  powers  of  the  mind  and  all  the  eloquence 
by  which  I  have  already  fell  that  this  assembly 
is  distinguished.  The  subject  is  the  fundamental 
law.  We  owe  it  to  the  people  to  labor  with  sin- 
cerity and  diligence,  to  ascertain  the  trje  con- 
struction of  that  law,  which  is  but  a  record  of 
their  will.  We  owe  it  to  the  obligations  of  the 
oath  which  has  recently  been  imprinted  upon  our 
consciences,  as  well  as  to  the  people,  to  be  obe- 
dient to  that  will,  when  we  have  succeeded  in 
ascertaining  it.  I  shall  give  you  my  opinion 
upon  this  matter,  with  the  utmost  deference  for 
the  judgment  of  others;  but  at  the  same  time 
with  that  honest  and  unreserved  freedom  which 
becomes  this  jtlace,  and  is  suited  to  my  habits. 

Before  we  can  be  in  a  situation  to  decide 
whether  this  bill  ought  to  pass,  we  must  know 
precisely  what  it  is;  what  it  is  not  is  obvious. 
It  is  not  a  bill  which  is  auxiliary  to  the  treaty. 
It  does  not  deal  with  details,  which  the  treaty 
does  not  bear  in  its  own  bosom.  It  contains  no 
subsidiary  enactments,  no  dependent  provi.sions, 
flowing  as  corrollaries  from  the  treaty.  It  is  not 
to  raise  money,  or  to  make  appropriations,  or  to 
do  anything  else  beyond  or  out  of  the  treaty.  It 
acts  simply  as  the  echo  of  the  treaty. 

^^Ingeminat  voces,  auditaqite  verba  reportat.'^ 
It  may  properly  be  called  the  twin  brother  of  the 
treaty  ;  its  duplicate,  its  reflected  image;  for  it 
re-enacts  with  a  timid  fidelity,  somewhat  incon- 
sistent with  the  boldness  of  its'  pretensions,  all 
that  the  treaty  stipulates,  and  having  performed 
that  work  of  supererogation,  stops.  It  once  at- 
tempted something  more,  indeed,  but  that  surplus 
has  been  expunged  from  it  as  a  desperate  intru- 
der, as  something  which  might  violate,  by  a  mis- 
interpretation of  the  treaty,  that  very  public  faith 
which  we  are  now  prepared  to  say  the  treaty  has 
never  pliehied  in  any  the  smallest  degree.  In  a 
word,  the  bill  is  a/ac  simile  of  the  treaty  in  all 
its  clauses. 

I  am  warranted  in  concluding,  then,  that  if  it 
be  anything  but  an  empty  form  of  words,  it  is  a 
confirmatiou  or  ratification  of  the  treaty  ;  or,  to 
speak  with  a  more  guarded  accuracy,  is  an  act  to 
which  only  (if  passed  into  a  law)  the  treaty  can 
owe  its  being.  If  it  does  not  spring  from  the 
^'pruritus  leges fercndi,^^  by  which  this  body  can 
never  be  afflicted,  I  am  warranted  in  saying  tiiat 
it  springs  from  an  hypothesis  (which  may  afflict 
us  with  a  worse  disease)  that  no  treaty  of  com- 
merce can  be  m.ide  by  any  power  in  the  Stale 
but  Congress.  It  stands  upon  that  postulate,  or 
it  is  a  mere  bubble,  which  might  be  suffered  to 
float  through  the  forms  of  legislation,  and  then 
to  burst  witQout  consequence  or  notice. 

That   this    postulate   is    utterly  irreconcilable 
with  the  claims  and  port  with  which  this  cod- 


veoiion  comes  before  you,  it  is  impossible  to  deny. 
Look  at  it  I  Has  it  the  air  or  shape  of  a  mere 
pledge  that  the  President  will  recommend  to 
Congress  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  will  pro- 
duce the  effect  at  which  it  aims?  Does  it  pro- 
fess to  be  preliminary,  or  provisional,  or  inchoate, 
or  to  rely  upon  your  instrumentality  in  the  con- 
summation of  it,  or  to  take  any  notice  of  you, 
however  distant,  as  actual  or  eventual  parties  to 
it?  No;  it  pretends  upon  the  face  of  it.  and  in 
the  solemnities  with  which  it  has  been  accom- 
panied ani  followed,  to  be  a  pact  with  a  foreign 
State,  complete  and  self-efficient,  from  the  obli- 
gation of  which  this  Government  cannot  now 
escape,  and  to  the  perfection  of  which  no  more 
is  necessary  than  has  already  been  done.  It  con- 
tains the  clause  which  is  found  in  the  treaty  of 
1794,  and  substantially  in  every  other  treaty  made 
by  the  United  States  under  the  present  Constitu- 
tion, so  as  to  have  become  a  formula,  that  when 
ratified  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the  respective 
ratifications  mutually  exchanged,  it  shall  be  bind- 
ing and  obligatory  on  the  said  States  and  His 
Majesty. 

It  has  been  ratified  in  conformity  with  that 
clause.  Its  ratifications  have  been  exchanged  ia 
the  established  and  stipulated  mode.  It  has  been 
proclaimedasother  treaties  have  been  proclaimed, 
by   the  Executive    Government,  as  an    integral 

Eortion  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  our  citizens  at 
orae  and  abroad  have  been  admonished  to  keep 
and  observe  it  accordingly.  It  has  been  sent  to 
the  other  contracting  party,  with  the  last  stamp 
of  the  national  faith  upon  it,  after  the  manner  of 
former  treaties  with  the  same  Power,  and  will 
have  been  received  and  acted  upon  by  that  party 
as  a  concluded  contract,  long  before  your  loiter- 
ing legislation  can  overtake  it.  I  profess,  sir,  I 
am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  this 
convention  has  been  since  its  ratifications  were 
exchanged,  and  what  it  is  now,  if  our  bill  be 
sound  iu  its  principle.  Ha^  it  not  been,  and  is  it 
not,  an  unintelligible,  unbaptized  and  unbapiiza- 
ble  thing,  without  attributes  of  any  kind,  bearing 
the  semblance  of  an  executed  compact,  but  in  re- 
ality a  hollow  fiction;  a  thing  which  no  man  is 
held  to  consider  even  as  the  germ  of  a  treaty, 
entitled  to  be  cherished  in  the  vineyard  of  the 
Constitution  ;  a  thing  which  professing  to  have 
done  everything  that  public  honor  demands,  has 
done  nothing  but  practise  delusion?  You  may 
ransack  every  diplomatic  nomenclature,  and  run 
through  every  vocabulary,  whether  of  diplomacy 
or  law,  and  you  shall  not  find  a  word  by  which 
you  may  distinguish,  if  our  bill  be  correct  in  its 
hypothesis,  this  "'deed  without  a  name."  A 
plain  man  who  is  not  used  to  manage  his  phrases, 
may,  therefore,  p-resume  to  say  that  if  this  con- 
vention with  England  be  not  a  valid  treaty, 
which  does  not  stand  in  need  of  your  assist- 
ance, it  is  an  usurpation  on  the  part  of  those 
who  have  undertaken  to  make  it;  that  if  it  be 
not  an  act  within  the  treaty-making  capacity, 
confined  to  the  P.esident  and  Senate,  it  is  aa 
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icroachraint  on  the  legislatire  rights  of  Con 
fres«. 
I  am 


on 


iof  those  who  view  the  bill  upon  the 
ble  as  devlaring  that  it  is  not  within  that  capa- 
ity,  as  lo^^king  down  upon  the  convention  as 
he  still-b<Jrn  progeny  of  arrogated  power,  as 
ffermg  to  it  the  paternity  of  Congress,  and  affect- 
og  by  th^t  paternity  to  give  to  it  life  and 
^trength  ;  fand  as  I  think  that  the  convention 
does  not  sha4  in  need  of  any  such  filiation,  to 
Xjfnake  it  eiiher  strong  or  legitimate,  that  it  is  al- 
ready all  (liat  it  can  become,  and  that  useless 
Jegisiaiion  iipon  such  a  subject  is  vicious  legisla- 
tion. I  shafl  vote  against  the  bill.  Tne  correct- 
mess  of  theie  opinions  is  what  I  propose  to  estab- 
lish. ! 

't     I  lay  It  d^wn  as  an  incontrovertible  truth,  that 
••he  Consti|uiion   has  as;sumed  (and,  indeed,  how  , 
^ould  it  dtf;  otherwise  ?)  that  the  Government  of  | 
,jhe  United;  Slates  might   and  would  have  occa-  ; 
^ion,  like  i^e  other  Governments  of  the  civilized  | 
^world.  to  e'jiter  into  treaties  with  foreign  Powers,  ; 
^pon  the   'Various  subjects  involved  in  their  mu-  [ 
^ual  retati((ns;  and  further,  that  it  might  be.  and  ' 
j^  was,  propor,  to  designate  the  department  of  the 
^^overnmejit  in  which  the  capacity  to  make  such 
^^reaties  sh#uld  be  lodged.    It  has  said,  according- 
*1y,  that  thj-   President,  with   the  concurrence  of 
f  lihe  Senatti  shall   possess  this  portion  of  the  na- 
j»-tional  sovelreignty.     It  has,  furthermore,  given  to 
t  the  same  Njagistrate,  with  the  same  concurrence, 
^^he  exclusVe  creation  and  control  of  the  whole 
I  jpiactiinery^of  diplomacy.     He  only,  with  the  ap- 
t  {probation  itt  the  Senate,  can  appoint  a  negotiator. 
l*)r  can  mafe  any  step  towards  negotiation.     The 
fiConsiitutiJn  does  not,  in  any  part  of  it,  even  in- 
^  timate  thjft  any  other  department  shall    possess 

t^eilher  a  cifistant  or  an  occasional  right  to  inter- 
■pose  in    il^e  preparation  of  any  treaty,  or  in  the 
■^final  perfection  of  it.     The  President  and  Senate 
\  larc  explicf  ly  pointed  out  a?  the  sole  actors  in  that 
I  ( sort  of  trajisaction.     The  prescribed  concurrence 
Hof  the  Sertite.  and  that,  too,  by  a  majority  greater 
It  than    the  ordinary  legislative   majority,  plainly 
I J  excludes  fiie  necessity  of  Congressional  concur- 
ij  rence.     It\ihe  consent  of  Congress  to  any  treaty 
*;had   been)intended,  the  Constitution  would  not 
/have  beenjguilty  of  the  absurdity  of  first  putting 
t  a  treaty  l^r  ratification  to  the  President  and  Sen- 
j^ate  exclusively,  and  again,  to  the  same  President 
pand    Senaie   as  portions  of  the   Legislature.     It 
H  would  hale  submitted  the  whole  matter  at  once 
I;'  to  Congress,  and  the  more  especially,  as  the  rati- 
r>  fication  of.  a  treaty  by  the  Senate,  as  a  branch  of 
J  the  Legislij^ture,  may  be  by  a  smaller  number  than 
'?  a  raiiticatK>n  of  it  by  the  same  body,  as  a  branch 
I  of  the  Executive  government.     If  the  ratification 
''of  any  tr<fjity  by  the  President,  with  the  advice 
^and  consf'it  of  the  Senate,  must  be  followed  by 
a  legislaiijre  ratitication,  it  is  a  mere  nonentity. 
>  It  is  good  yor  all  purposes,  or  for  none.     And  if  it 
i  be  nothing-   in  eftect,   it  is  a   mockery  by  which 
nobody  w*old  be  bound.    The  President  and  Sen- 
1  ate  woul(Cnot  themselves   be   bound    by  it ;  and 
-;  the  raiificjfition  would  at  last  depend,  not  upon 
•  the  will  ti  the  President  and  two-'.hirds  of  the 
I  ♦ 


Senate,  but  upon  the  will  of  a  bare  majority  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  subject  to  the 
qualified  legislative  control  of  the  President. 

Upon  the  power  of  the  President  and  Senate, 
therefore,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  only  ques- 
tion is, as  to  the  extent  of  it,  or,  in  other  words,  as 
to  the  subject  upon  which  it  may  be  exerted. 
Tiie  effect  of  the  power,  when  exerted  within  its 
lawful  sphere,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  controversy. 
The  Constitution  has  declared,  that  whatsoever 
amounts  to  a  treaty,  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  shall  immediately  be  supreme 
law.  It  has  contradistinguished  a  treaty  as  a  law. 
from  an  act  of  Congress  as  a  law.  It  has  erected 
treaties,  so  contradistinguished,  into  a  binding 
judicial  rule.  It  has  given  them  to  our  courts  of 
justice,  in  defining  their  jurisdiction,  as  a  portion 
of  the  lex  terrce,  which  itiey  are  to  interpret  and 
enforce.  In  a  word,  it  has  communicated  to  them, 
if  ratified  by  the  department  which  it  has  speci- 
ally provided  for  the  making  of  them,  the  rank  of 
law,  or  it  has  spoken  without  meaning.  And  if 
it  has  elevated  them  to  that  rank,  it  is  idle  to  at- 
tempt to  raise  them  to  it  by  ordinary  legislation. 

Upon  the  extent  of  the  power,  or  the  subjects 
upon  which  it  may  act,  there  is  as  little  room  for 
controversy.   The  power  is  to  make  treaties.    The 
word  treaties  is  nomen  generalissimum,  and  will 
comprehend  commercial  treaties,  unless  there  be 
a  limit    upon  it  by  which  they  are  excluded.     It 
IS  the  appellative,  which  will  take  in  the  whole 
species,  if  there  be  nothing  to  narrow  its  .scope. 
Tliere  is  no  such  limit.    There  is  not  a  syllable  in 
the  context  of  the  clause  to  restrict  the  natural 
import  of  its  phraseology.     The  power  is  left  to 
the  force  of  thegeneric  term,  and  is  therefore  as 
wide  as  a  treaty-making  power  can  be.     It  era- 
I  braces  all  the  varieties  which  it  could  be  supposed 
I  this  Government  could  find  it  necessary  or  proper 
I  to  make,  or  it  embraces  none.  It  covers  the  whole 
j  treaty-making   ground    which   this  Government 
1  could  be  expected  to  occupy,  or  not  an  inch  of  it. 
j      It  is  a  just  presumption,  that  it  was  designed  to 
I  becoexteosivewithall  the  exigencies  of  ourafTairs. 
Usage   sanctions  that    presumption — expediency 
j  does  the  same.     The  omission  of  any  exception 
,  to  the  power,  the  omission  of  the  designation  of 
I  a  mode,  by  which  a  treaty,  not  intended  to  be  in- 
cluded within  It.  might  otherwise  be  made,  con- 
firms it.     That  a  commercial   treaty  was,  above 
all  others,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, is   manifest.     The  immemorial   practice  of 
Europe,  and  particularly  of  the  nation  from  which 
we  emigrated,  the  consonance  of  enlightened  the- 
ory to  that  practice,  prove  it.     It  may  be  said,  in- 
deed, that  at  the  epoch  of  the  birth  of  our  Consti- 
tution, the  necessity  for  a  power  to  make  com- 
mercial treaties  was  scarcely  visible,  for  that  our 
trade  was  then  in  its  infancy.     It  was  so;  but  it 
was  the  infancy  of  another  Hercules,  promising, 
not,  indeed,  a  victory  over  the  liou  of  Nemaea,  or 
the  boar  of  Erymanthus,  but  the  peaceful  con- 
quest of  every  sea  which  could    be  subjected  to 
the  dominion  of  commercial  enterprise.     It  was 
then  as  apparent  as  it  is  now.  that  the  destinies 
of  this  great  nation  were  irrevocably  commercial; 
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that  the  ocean  would  be  whitened  by  our  sailst 
and  the  "  ultima  thule"  of  the  world  compelled 
to  witness  the  more  than  Phcenician  spirit  and 
intelligence  of  our  merchants.  With  this  glo- 
rious anticipation  dawning  upon  them  ;  uiih  this 
resplendent  Aurora  gilding  the  prospect  of  the 
future;  nay,  with  ihe  risen  orb  of  trade  illumi- 
nating the  vast  horizon  of  American  greatness,  it 
cannot  be  .-^opposed  that  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution did  not  look  to  the  time  when  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  make  commercial  conventions. 
It  needs  not  the  aid  of  the  imaginauon  to  re- 
ject this  disparaging  and  monstrous  supposition. 
Dullness  itself,  throwing  aside  the  lethargy  of  its 
character,  and  ruing  for  a  passing  moment  to  the 
rapture  of  enthusiasm,  will  disclaim  it  with  in- 
dignation. 

It  IS  said,  however,  that  the  Constitution  has 
given  to  Congress  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  and  that,  since  it 
would  be  inconsistent  with  that  power,  that  the 
President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  should 
do  the  same  thing,  it  follows  ihat  this  power  of 
Congress  is  an  exception  out  of  the  treaiy-making 
power.  Never  were  premise*,  as  it  appear?  to 
my  understanding,  less  suited  to  the  conclusion. 
The  power  of  Congress  lo  regulate  our  foreign 
trade,  is  a  power  of  municipal  legislation,  and 
was  designed  to  operate  as  far.  as  upon  such  a 
subject,  municipal  legi:>laiioa  can  reach.  With- 
out such  a  power,  the  Government  would  be 
wholly  ioade(]uate  to  the  ends  for  which  u  was 
instituted.  A  |K)\*er  to  regulate  commerce  by 
treaty  alone  would  touch  only  a  portion  of  the 
subject.  A  w:der  and  more  general  power  was 
therefore  indispensable,  and  it  was  properly  de- 
volved upon  Congress,  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
Union. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  power  of  mere  municipal 
legislation,  acting  upon  views  exclusively  our 
own,  having  no  reference  lo  a  reciprocation  of 
advantages  by  arraogeiaenls  with  a  foreign  Stale, 
would  also  fall  short  of  the  ends  of  Government 
in  a  country,  of  which  the  commercial  rel.itions 
are  complex  and  extensive,  and  liable  to  be  em- 
barrassed by  conflicts  between  its  own  inierekls 
and  those  of  other  nations.  That  the  power  of 
Congress  is  simply  legislative  in  ilie  >trictesl 
senMf,  and  calculated  for  ordinary  domestic  regu- 
lations only,  IS  plain  from  the  language  in  which 
It  is  communicated.  There  is  nothing  in  tliai 
language  which  indicates  regulation,  by  compact 
or  compromise,  nothing  which  points  to  the  co- 
operation of  a  foreign  Power,  nothing  which  de- 
signates a  treaty-making  faculty.  It  is  not  con- 
nected will)  any  of  the  necessary  ac.oinpani- 
menis  of  that  faculty,  it  is  not  furnished  with  any 
of  those  means,  without  which  it  is  impossible  to 
make  the  smallest  progress  towards  a  treaty. 

It  is  self-evident  that  a  capacity  to  regulate 
commerce  by  treaty  was  laieoded  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  be  lodged  somewhere.  It  is  jusl  as  evi- 
dent that  the  legislative  capacity  of  Congress 
does  nut  amount  to  it,  and  cannot  be  exerted  to 
produce  a  treaty.  It  can  produce  only  a  statute, 
with  which  a  foreign  Siaie  caonoi  be  made  to 


concur,  and  which  will  not  yield  to  any  modifi- 
cations which  a  foreigo  State  may  desire  to  im- 
press u[)on  it  for  suitable  equivalents.  There  is 
no  way  in  which  Congress,  as  such,  can  mould 
Its  laws  into  treaties,  if  it  respects  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  may  legislate  and  counter-tegislale  ;  but 
it  must  forever  be  beyond  its  capacity  to  combine 
in  a  law,  emanating  Irom  its  separate  domestic 
authority,  its  own  views  wilh  those  of  other  Gov- 
ernments, and  lo  produce  a  harmonious  recon- 
ciliation of  those  jarring  purposes  and  discordant 
elements,  which  il  is  ihe  business  of  negotiation 
to  adjust. 

1  reason  thus,  then,  upon  this  piari  of  the  sub- 
ject.    It  is  clear  that  the  power  of  Congress,  as 
to  foreign  commerce,  is  only  what  it  professes  to 
be  in  the  Constitution,  a  legislative  power,  to  be 
exerted  municipally  without  consultation  oragree- 
meni  with  those  wiih  whom  we  have  an  inter- 
course of  trade  ;  il  is  undeniable  that  the  Consti- 
tution  meant  to  provide  for  the  exercise  of  an- 
other power  relative  to  commerce,  which  should 
exert  itself  in  concert  with  the  analogous  power 
in  oiher  countries,  and  should  bring  about  its  re- 
suits,  not  by  statute  enacted  by  itself,  but  by  an 
international  compact  called   a  treaty  ;   that  it  is 
manifest  that  this  other  power  is  vested   by  the 
Constitution  in   the   President    and    Senate,   the 
only   department  of  the   Government   which   it 
authorizes  lo  make  any  treaty,  and  which  it  ena- 
bles to  make  all  treatie»;  that  if  it  be  so  vested, 
Its  regular  exercise  must  result  in  that  which,  as 
far  as  it  reaches,  is  law  in  itself,  and  consequently 
repeals  such  municipal  regulations  as  stand  in  its 
way,  since  ii  is  expressly  declared  by  the  Consti- 
tution thai  treaties  regularly  made  shall  have,  as 
they  ought  to  have,  ihe  foice  of  law.     In  all  this 
I    perceive    nothing   to  perplex  or  alarm  us.     It 
exhibits  a  well-dige>ied  and  uniform  plan  of  Gov- 
ernment, worthy  of  the  excellent  men  by  whom 
il  was  formed.     The  ordinary  power  to  regulate 
commerce  by  statutory  enactments  could  only  be 
devolved  upon  Congress,  possessing  all  the  other 
legislative  powers  of  the  Government.     The  ex- 
iraordinary  power  to  regulate  it  by  treaty  could 
not  be  devolved  upon  Congress,  because,  from  its 
composition  and  the  absence  of  all  those  authori- 
ties and   funclioDs  whic:i  are  essential  lo  the  ac- 
tivity and  eflect  of  a  ireaiy-makiog  power,  a  was 
not  calculated  to  be  the  depository  of  it.     It  was 
wise  and   consistent   to   place  the  extraordinary 
power  to  regulaie  commerce  by  treaty,  where  the 
residue  of  the  treaty-making  power  was  placed, 
where   only    the  means  of  negotiation  could  be 
found,  and  the  skilful  and  beneficial  use  of  ihem 
could   reasonably   be  expected.     That   Congress 
legislate.s  upon  commerce  subject  to  the  treaty- 
making  power,  IS  a  position  perfectly  intelligible; 
but   the   undertanding   is  in   some   degree  con- 
founded by  the  oiher  proposition,  that  ihe  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress  is  an  exception  out  of  the 
treaty-making    power.      It    introduces    into   the 
Consiiiuiion  a  strange  aaomaly— a  commercial 
Slate,  wilh  a  written  Consiitulion  and  no  power 
in  it  to  regulate  its  trade,  in   conjunction  with 
other  Slates,  m  ih«  uuiver.'al  mode  of  convention. 


(    ■ 


in 


I '  < 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


572 


ofR. 


Commerce  vith  Great  BrUain. 


Janoast,  1816. 


,t  will  be  hi  vain  to  urge  that  this  anomaly  is 
aerely  imaginary,  tor  that  the  President  and 
Senate  majr  make  a  treaty  of  commerce  for  the 
onsideratK'jn  of  Congress.  The  answer  is.  that 
he  trealiesiwhich  the  President  an  I  Senate  are 
i|Dtitled  to  r)iake,  are  such  as.  when  made,  hecome 
2|»w  ;  that  ii{  is  no  part  of  their  functions  simply  to 
niiiale  treities,  but  conclusively  to  make  them; 
nd  that  where  they  have  no  power  to  make 
them,  therq  is  no  provision  in  the  Constitution 
iow  or  by  jvhom  they  shall  be  mide. 
Ji  That  theje  is  nothing  new  in  the  idea  of  a  sep- 
. ^ration  of  uie  legislative  and  conventional  pow- 
J  Jrs  upon  copimercial  subjects,  and  of  the  neces- 
Jj^ary  contro^of  the  former  by  the  latter,  is  known 
i |o  all  who  p^re  acquainted  with  the  constitution 
Y^(  England',  The  Parliament  of  that  country 
^.{•Dacts  the  statutes  by  which  its  trade  is  regulated 
ifiiunicipallj?.  The  Crown  modifies  tiiem  by  a 
eaty.  It  jias  been  imagined,  indeed,  that  the 
arliamentjs  in  the  practice  of  confirming  such  ) 
eaties;  but  the  fact  is  undoubtedly  otherwise. 
*|)ommerciaJ  treaties  are  laid  before  Parliament 
«r\ecause  the- King's  Ministers  are  responsible  for 
heir  advici*  in  the  making  of  them,  and  because 
he  vast  raijge  and  complication  of  the  English 
ws  of  tra^e  and  revenue  render  legislation  un- 
t^voidable,  i^ot  for  the  ratification,  but  the  execu- 
♦Jion  of  theil  commercial  treaties. 

It   is  sugiested,  again,  that  the  treaty-making 
ower  (unlfs.s  we  are   tenants  in  common  of  it 
Mth  the  President  and  Senate,  to  the  extent  at 
ast  of  ourjegislative  rights)  is  a  pestilent  mon- 
ter,    pregninT   with    all    sorts    of  disasters!     It 
»  wiihi'' gorgons,  and  hydra^^,  and  chimeras 
lire:'     At|iny  rate  I  may  take  for  granted  that 
[he  case  brfore  us  does  not  justify  this  array  of 
inetaphor  a|id  fable,  since  we  are  all  agreed  that 
>  conven^on  with   England  is  not  only  harm- 
less, but  salutary.     To  put  this  particular  case, 
jowever.  ofit  of  th( 


\v. 


V 


^11  ui   lue  argument,  what  have  we  to  ' 
comsideraiions  like  these?     Are  we  here  I 
o  form  or  ^  submit  to  the  Constitution,  as  it  has  ! 
en  given  jo  us  for  a  rule  by  those  who  are  our 
asters?     Tan  we  take  upon  ourselves  the  office 
f  political, casuists,  and.  because  we  think  that 
\  power  ouoht  to  be  less  than  it  is.  compel  it  to 
brink  to  qjur  standard?     Are  we   to  bow  with 
everence  b^f-fore  the  national  will  as  the  Consti- 
uiion  disp^ys  it.  or  to  fashion  it  to  our  own ;  to 
uarrel  witfc  that  charter,  without  which  we  our- 
elves  are  n  >thing,  or  to  take  it  as  a  guide  which 
)'«re  cannot  ^eserl  with  innocence  or  safety  ?  But 
hy    IS   th(|  treaty-making  power,   lodged,  as  I 
ontend  it  i^.  in  the  President  and  Senate,  likely 
disaster  ifs,  as  we  are  required  to  apprehend  it 
ill?     Sufljcient   checks   have  not,  as  it  seems, 
eeo  provi(fed.  either  by  the  Constitution  or  the 
ature  of  tlfings.  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  it.     It  is 
n  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives  alone  that  the 
mulet  whi>h  bid*  defiance  to  the  approaches  of 
olitical   diir?ase.  or  cures  it   when   it   has  com- 
nenced,  ca.'j  in  all  vici<isitudes  be  found.     I  hold 
^hai  the  clit-cks  are  sufficient,  without  the  charm 
*four  legisjytive  agency,  for  all  these  occasions 
hich  wisd«>m  is  bound  to  foresee  and  to  guard 


against ;  and  that,  as  to  the  rest,  (the  eccentrici- 
ties and  portents  which  no  ordinary  checks  can 
deal  with.)  the  occasions  must  provide  for  them- 
selves. 

It  is  natural,  here,  to  ask  of  gentlemen,  what 
security  they  would  have  ?  They  cannot  take  a 
bond  of  fate,  and  they  have  every  pledge  which 
is  short  of  it.  Have  they  not,  as  respects  the  Pre- 
sident,all  the  security  upon  which  they  rely  from 
day  to  day  for  the  discreet  and  upright  discharge 
of  the  whole  of  his  other  duties,  many  and  vari- 
ous as  they  are?  What  security  liave  they  that 
he  will  not  appoint  to  office  the  refuse  of  the 
world;  that  he  will  not  pollute  the  sanctuary  of 
justice  by  calling  vagabonds  to  its  holy  ministry, 
instead  of  adorning  it  with  men  like  those  who 
now  give  to  the  bench  more  dignity  than  they 
receive  from  it ;  that  he  will  not  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  amnesty  with  every  conspirator  against  law 
and  order,  and  pardon  culprits  from  mere  enmity 
to  virtue?  The  security  for  all  this,  and  infin- 
itely more,  is  found  in  the  Constitution  and  in 
the  order  of  nature ;  and  we  are  all  satisfied  with 
it.  One  should  think  that  the  same  security, 
which  thus  far  time  has  so  discredited,  might  be 
sufficient  to  tranquillize  us  upon  the  score  of  the 
power  which  we  are  now  considering. 

We  talk  of  our>elves  as  if  we  only  were  the 
Representatives  of  the   people.      But   the   First 
Magistrate  of  this  country  is  also  the  representa- 
tive of  the  people,  the  creature  of  their  sovereign- 
ty, the  administrator  of  their  power,  their  stew- 
ard and  servant,  as  you  are.     He  comes  from  the 
people — is  lifted  by  them  into  place  and  author- 
ity—  and    after  a   short    time    returns    to    them 
for  censure  or  applause.      There  is  no  analogy 
between  such  a   magistrate  and   the  hereditary 
monarchs  of  Europe.     He  is  not  born  to  the  inher- 
itance of  office;  he  cannot  even  be  elected  until 
he  has  reached  an  age  at  which  he  must  pass  for 
what  he  is — until  his  habits  have  been  formed, 
his  integrity  tried,  his  capacity  ascertained,  his 
character  discussed   and   probed   for  a  series  of 
years  by  a  press  which  knows  none  of  the  restraints 
of  European  policy.     He  acts,  as  you  do,  in  the 
full  view  of  his  constituents,  and  under  the  con- 
sciousness that,  on  account  of  the  singleness  of 
his  station, all  eyes  are  upon  him.     He  knows  too, 
as  well  as  you  can  know,  the  temper  and  intelli- 
gence of  those  for  whom  he  acts,  and  to  whom 
he  is  amenable.     He  cannot  hope  that  they  will 
be  blind  to  the  vices  of  his  administration,  on  sub- 
jects of  high  concern  met)  I  and  vital  interest ;  and, 
in  proportion  as  he  acts  upon  his  own  responsi- 
bility, unrelieved  and  undiluted  by  the  infusion 
of  ours,  is  the  danger  of  ill-advi'«ed  conduct  likely 
to  be  present  to  his  mind. 

Of  all  the  powers  which  have  been  intrusted  to 
him,  there  is  none  to  which  the  temptations  to 
abuse  belong  so  little  as  to  the  treaty-making 
power,  in  all  its  branches — none  which  can  boast 
such  mighty  safeguards  in  the  feelings  and  views 
and  passions  which  even  a  misanihrop-.-  could 
attribute  to  the  foremost  citizen  of  this  Republic. 
He  can  have  no  motive  to  paralyze  by  a  commer- 
cial or  any  other  treaty  the  prosperity  of  his  coun- 
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try.  Setting  apart  the  restraints  of  honor  and 
patriotism,  which  arecharacteristic  of  public  men 
in  a  nation  habitually  free,  could  he  do  so  with- 
out subjecting  himself  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
munity— to  say  nothing  of  his  immediate  con- 
nexions—to the  evils  of  his  own  work  ?  A  com-  , 
merciul  treaty,  too.  is  always  a  conspicuous  mea-  { 
sure;  it  speaks  for  itself;  it  cannot  take  the  garb 
of  hypocrisy,  and  shelter  itself  from  the  scrutiny 
of  a  vigilant  and  well-instructed  population.  If 
it  be  bad.  it  will  be  condemned  ;  and  if  dishon- 
estly made,  be  execrated.  The  pride  of  country. 
moreover,  which  animates  even  the  lowest  of 
mankind,  is  here  a  peculiar  pledge  for  the  provi- 
dent and  wholesome  exercise  of  power.  There  is 
not  a  consideration  by  which  a  chord  in  the  hu- 
man breast  can  be  made  to  vibrate  that  is  not  in 
this  case  the  ally  of  duly.  Every  hope,  either 
lofty  or  humble,  that  springs  forward  to  the  future; 
even  the  vanity  which  looks  not  beyond  the  mo- 
ment ;  the  dread  of  shame  and  the  love  of  glory  ; 
the  instinct  of  ambition  ;  the  domestic  affections  ; 
the  cold  pondering  of  prudence;  and  the  ardent 
instigations  of  sentiment  and  passion, — are  all  on 
the  side  of  duty.  It  is  in  the  exercise  of  thi?  power, 
that  responsibility  to  public  opinion,  which  even 
Despoti>m  feels  and  truckles  to,  is  of  gigantic 
force.  If  It  were  possible — as  I  am  sure  it  is  not 
— that  an  American  citizen,  raised  upon  the  credit 
of  a  long  life  of  virtue  to  a  station  so  full  of  hon- 
or, could  feel  a  disposition  to  mingle  the  little 
interests  of  a  perverted  ambition  with  the  great 
concerns  of  his  country,  as  embraced  by  a  com- 
mercial treaty,  and  to  sacrifice  her  happiness  and 
power  by  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  to  flatter  . 
or  aggrandize  .1  foreign  State,  he  would  still  be 
saved  from  the  perdition  of  such  a  course,  not 
only  by  Constitutional  checks,  but  by  the  irresist- 
ible efficacy  of  re'^ponsibility  to  public  opinion, 
in  a  nation  whose  public  opinion  wears  no  mask, 
and  will  not  be  silenced.  He  would  remember 
that  his  political  career  is  but  the  thing  of  an 
hour,  and  that,  when  it  has  passed,  he  must  de- 
scend to  the  private  station  from  which  he  rose, 
the  object  either  of  love  and  veneration,  or  of 
scorn  and  horror.  If  we  cast  a  glance  at  Eng- 
land, we  shall  not  fail  to  see  the  influence  of  pub- 
lic opinion  upon  an  hereditary  King,  an  heredi- 
tary nobility,  and  a  House  of  Commons,  elected 
in  a  great  degree  by  rotten  boroughs,  and  over- 
flowing with  placemen.  And  if  this  influence  is 
potent  there  against  all  the  efforts  of  independent 
power  and  widespread  corruption,  it  must  in  this 
country  be  omnipotent. 

But,  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  President 
is  further  checked  by  the  necessity  of  the  con- 
currence of  two-ihiri!s  of  the  Senate,  consisting 
of  men  selected  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  Slates, 
themselves  elected  by  the  people.  They  too  must 
have  passed  through  the  probation  of  time  before 
they  can  be  chosen,  and  must  bring  with  them 
every  title  to  confidence.  The  duration  of  their 
office  is  that  of  a  few  years;  their  numbers  are 
considerable;  their  Constitutional  responsibility 
as  great  as  it  can  be,'  and  their  moral  responsi- 
bility beyond  all  calculation. 


The  power  of  impeachment  has  been  mentioned 
as  a  check  upon  the  President,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  treaty-making  capacity.  I  rely  upon  it  less 
than  upon  others  of,  as  I  think,  a  better  class; 
but,  as  the  Constitution  places  some  reliance  upon 
it,  so  do  I.  It  has  been  said,  that  impeachment 
has  been  tried  and  found  wanting.  Two  impeach- 
ments have  failed,  as  I  have  understood,  (that  of 
a  Judge  was  one.)  but  they  may  have  failed  for 
reasons  consistent  with  the  general  efficacy  ofsuch 
a  proceeding.  I  know  nothing  of  their  merits,  but 
I  am  justified  in  supposing  that  the  evidence  was 
defective,  or  that  the  parties  were  innocent,  as 
they  were  pronounced  to  be.  Of  this,  however, 
I  feel  assured,  that  if  it  should  ever  happen  that 
the  President  is  found  to  deserve  the  punishment 
which  impeachment  seeks  to  inflict — even  for 
making  a  treaty  to  which  his  judges  have  become 
parties — and  this  body  should  accuse  him  in  a 
Constitutional  way.  he  will  not  easily  escape. 
But,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  ask  if  it  is  nothing  that 
you  have  power  to  arraign  him  as  a  culprit?  Is 
it  nothing  that  you  can  bring  him  to  the  bar.  ex- 
pose his  misconduct  to  the  world,  and  bring  down 
the  indignation  of  the  public  upon  him,  and  those 
who  dare  to  acquit  him  ? 

If  there  be  any  power  explicitly  granted  by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress,  it  is  that  of  declaring 
war ;  and  if  tiiere  be  any  exercise  of  human  legis- 
lation more  solemn  and  important  than  another, 
it  is  a  declaration  of  war.  For  expansion  it  is 
the  largest;  for  effect  the  most  awful  of  all  the 
enactments  to  which  Congress  is  competent  ;  and 
it  always  is.  or  ought  to  be,  preceded  by  grave 
and  anxious  deliberation.  This  power,  too,  is 
connected  with,  or  virtually  involves,  others  of 
high  import  and  efficacy;  among  which  may  be 
ranked  the  power  of  granting  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  of  regulating  captures,  of  prohibit- 
ing intercourse  with,  or  the  acceptance  of  pro- 
tections or  licenses  from,  the  enemy.  Yet  far- 
ther :  a  power  to  declare  war  implies,  with  pecu- 
liar emphasis,  a  negative  upon  all  power,  in  any 
other  branch  of  the  Government,  inconsistent 
with  the  full  and  continuing  effect  of  it.  A  power 
to  make  peace  in  any  other  branch  of  the  Gov- 
trnment  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  that  full  and 
continuing  effect.  It  may  even  prevent  it  from 
having  any  effect  at  all,  since  peace  may  follow 
almost  immediately  (although  it  rarely  does  so 
follow)  the  commencement  of  a  war.  If,  there- 
fore, it  be  undeniable  that  the  President,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  has  power  to 
make  a  treaty  of  peace  available  ipso  jure,  it  is 
undeniable  that  he  has  power  to  repeal,  by  the  mere 
operation  of  such  a  treaty,  the  highest  acts  of 
Congressional  legislation.  And  it  will  not  be 
questioned  that  this  repealing  power  is,  from  the 
eminent  nature  of  the  war-declaring  power,  less 
fit  to  be  made  out  by  inference  than  the  power  of 
modifying  by  treaty  the  laws  which  regulate  our 
foreign  trade.  Now.  the  President,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  has  an  incontesta- 
ble and  uncontested  right  to  make  a  treaty  of 
peace  of  absolute  inherent  efficacy,  and  that,  too, 
in  virtue  of  the  very  same  general  provision  ia 
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rthe  CoDstitOtiOQ  which  the  reSoeraents  of  politi- 
^•,al  speculaton,  rather  than  any  known  rules  of  I 
'consiructioj^..  have  led  some  of  us  to  suppose  ex-  1 
^^ludes  a  trtgily  of  commerce. 

By  what?process  of  reasoning  will  you  be  able  I 
.0  exiraci  iSrom  the  wide  field  of  that  general  pro- 
isioQ  the  ifbnoxious  case  of  a  commercial  treaty, ! 
without  forcing  along  with  it  ihe  case  of  a  treaty  I 
of  peace,  i^nd  along  wiiij  that  again  the  ca.'-e  of 
.•every  poiSi»)le  treaty  ?  Will  you  rest  your  di$- 
tinctioQ  up^n  the  favorite  idea  that  a  treaty  can- 
not repeal  aiws  competently  enacted;  or,  as  it  is 
sometimes- expressed,  cannot  trench  up>on  the 
legislative  jights  of  Congress?  Such  a  distinc- 
tion not  only  seems  to  be  reproached  by  all  the 
.theories,  numerous  as  they  are,  to  which  this  bill 
has  given  l^rth,  hut  is  against  notorious  fact  and 
|recent  experience.  We  have  lately  witnessed 
the  operation  Id  this  respect  of  a  treaty  of  peace, 
and  could  iQot  fail  to  draw  from  it  this  lesson: 
that  no  socjier  does  the  President  exert,  with  the 
iconsent  of  Xhe  Senate,  his  power  to  make  such  a 
'^treaty,  thah  your  war-denouncing  law,  your  act 
^tlor  letters  ^f  marque,  your  prohibitory  statutes  as 
'to  iDtercouji'se  and  licenset>,  and  ail  the  other  coo- 
comitant  and  dependent  statutes,  so  far  as  they 
'adject  the  *iational  relations  with  a  foreign  eu- 
^emy,  pass  ^way  as  a  dream,  and  in  a  moment 
'are  "wilh;  years  beyond  the  flood."  Your  aux- 
"*  iliary  agency  was  not  required  in  the  production 
:[of  this  eflVv  t ;  and  I  have  not  heard  that  you  even 
'tendered  it;  You  saw  your  law^  departing  as  it 
'were  from;  the  statute  book,  exi>elled  from  the 
sironghold^f  supremacy  by  the  single  force  of  a 
treaty  of  p^-ace.  and  you  did  not  attempt  to  stay 
them  ;  you^  did  not  bid  them  to  linger  until  you 
'should  bidhhem  go;  you  neither  put  your  shoul- 
ders  to  the^wheel  of  expulsion,  nor  made  an  effort 
<  to  retard  r,.  In  a  word,  you  did  nothing.  You 
s  suffered  ihrm  to  flee  as  a  shadow,  and  you  know 
<i  that  they  were  reduced  to  shadow,  uot  by  the  ne- 
j  cromancy  |f  usurpation,  but  by  the  energy  of  Coo- 
i  siitutionall|power.  Yet  you  bad  every  reason  for 
.f  interference  taen.  which  you  can  have  now.  The 
:  power  to  i^ake  a  treaty  of  jieace  stands  upon  the 

*  same Con^tllutlooalfootlng  with thepowertomake 
\  a  commerr^ai  treaty.  It  isgiven  by  the  same  word'^. 

e  same  manner.  It  produces  the 
ih  municipal  legislation.     The 
ingenuity  ••[  man   cannot   urge  a  coosideratioD, 
♦  ,  whether  u4)on  the  letter  or  the  sjiiril  of  the  Con- 
Ij  slituitOQ,  against  the  existence  of  a  power  in  the 

•  President  <0ud  Senate  to  make  a  valid  commer- 
cial  treat)',  which  will  not.  if  it  be  correct  and 
>ound,  driy'e  us  to  the  denegation  of  the 
exercised  >,y  the  President  and  Senate,  w 

;  versal   approbation,    to    make  a   valid   treaty   of 

J.  p)«ace.        ?. 

Nay,  th.l  whole  treaty-making  power  will  be 
blotted  frtim  the  Coosiitutioo,  and  a  new  one, 
A'  alien  to  ii5  theory  and  practice,  be  made  to  sup- 
1^  plant  it,  4  sanction  and  scope  be  given  to  the 
*'  principles  uf  this  bill.  The  bill  may,  indeed,  be 
'  f  con&idered^as  the  first  of  many  assaults,  not  now 

;  intended,  {Perhaps,  but  not  therefore  the  less  likely 

If  to  happen,  by  which  the  tieaty-making  power,  as 

i  i 


It  IS  exertid  in  iht 
<  same  convict  wit 
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e  power 
nth  uoi- 


created  and  lodged  by  the  Coostitution,  will  be 
pushed  from  its  place,  and  compelled  to  abide 
with  the  power  of  ordinary  legislation.  The  ex- 
ample of  this  bill  IS  beyond  us  ostensible  limits. 
The  pernicious  principle,  of  which  it  is  at  once 
the  ciiild  and  the  apostle,  must  work  onward,  and 
to  the  right  and  the  left,  until  it  has  exhausted 
itself;  and  it  never  can  exhaust  itself  until  it  has 
gathered  into  the  vortex  of  the  legislative  pow- 
ers of  Congress  the  whole  treaty-making  capa- 
city of  the  Government.  For  if.  notwithstand- 
ing the  directness  and  precision  with  which  the 
Constitution  has  marked  out  the  department  of 
the  Government  by  which  it  wills  that  treaties 
sliail  be  made,  and  has  declared  that  treaties  so 
made  shall  have  the  force  and  dignity  of  law,  the 
House  of  Representatives  can  insist  upon  some 
participation  in  that  high  faculty,  upon  the  sim- 
ple suggestion  that  they  are  sharers  in  legislative 
power  upon  the  subjects  embraced  by  any  given 
treaty,  what  remains  to  be  done,  for  the  transfer 
to  Congress  of  the  entire  ireaiy-raaking  faculty, 
as  it  appears  in  the  Constitution,  but  to  show  that 
Congress  have  legislative  power  direct  or  indi- 
rect upon  every  matter  which  a  treaty  can  touch  ? 
And  what  are  the  matters  within  the  practicable 
range  of  a  treaty  which  your  laws  cannot  either 
mould,  or  qualily,  or  influence  ?  Imagination  has 
been  tasked  for  examples  by  which  this  question 
might  be  answered.  It  is  admitted  that  they 
must  be  few,  and  we  have  been  told,  as  I  think, 
of  no  more  than  one.  It  is  the  case  of  contra- 
band of  war.  This  case  has,  it  seems,  the  double 
recommendation  of  being  what  is  called  an  in- 
ternational case,  and  a  case  beyond  the  utmost 
graspof  Congressional  legislation.  1  reuiark  upon 
It,  that  It  is  no  more  an  international  case  than 
any  matter  of  collision  incident  to  the  trade  of 
two  nations  with  each  other.  I  remark  further, 
that  a  treaty  upon  the  point  ol  contraband  of  war 
may  interfere  as  well  as  any  other  treaty  with  an 
act  of  Congress.  A  law  encouraging,  by  a  bounty 
or  otherwise, the  exportation  of  certain  commodi- 
ties, would  be  counteracted  by  an  insertion  into 
the  list  of  contraband  of  war,  in  a  treaty  with 
England  or  France,  any  one  of  thobe  commodi- 
ties. The  treaty  would  look  one  way,  the  law 
another.  And  various  modes  might  readily  be 
suggested  in  which  Congress  might  so  legislate 
as  to  lay  the  foundation  of  repugnancy  between 
Its  laws  and  the  treaties  of  the  President  and 
Senate  with  reference  to  contraband.  I  deceive 
myself  greatly  if  a  subject  can  be  named  upon 
which  a  like  repugnancy  might  not  occur.  But 
even  if  it  should  be  practicable  to  furnish,  after 
laborious  inquiry  and  meditation,  a  meagre  and 
scanty  inventory  of  some  half  do/en  topics  to 
which  domestic  legislation  cannot  be  made  to 
extend,  will  it  be  pretended  that  such  was  the  in- 
significant and  narrow  domain  designed  by  the 
Constitution  for  the  treaty-making  power?  It 
would  appear  that  there  is  wiiu  some  gentlemen 
a  willingness  to  distinguish  between  the  legisla- 
tive power  expressly  granted  to  Congres*  and 
that  which  is  merely  implicit,  and  to  admit  that 
a  treaty  may  control  the  results  of  the  latter,     i 
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reply  to  those  gentlemen,  that  one  legislative 
power  IS  exactly  equivalent  to  another;  and  that, 
moreover,  the  whole  legislative  power  of  Con- 
gress may  justly  be  s^aid  to  be  expressly  granted 
by  the  Constitution,  although  the  Constitution 
does  not  enumerate  every  variety  of  its  exercise, 
or  indicate  all  the  ramifications  into  which  it  may 
diverge  to  suit  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  1  re- 
ply, besides,  that  even  with  the  qualification  of 
this  vague  distinction,  whatever  may  be  its  value 
or  efl"ect.  the  principle  of  the  bill  leaves  no  ade- 
quate sphere  for  the  treaty-making  power.  I 
reply,  finally,  that  the  acknowledged  operation 
of  a  treaty  of  peace  in  repealing  laws  of  singular 
strength  and  unbending  character,  enacted  in 
virtue  of  powers  communicated  in  ierminis  to 
Congress,  gives  the  distinction  to  the  winds. 

And    now  that  I  have  again  adverted  to   the 
example  of  a   treaty  of  peace,  let  me  call  upon 
you  to  reflect  on  the  answer  which  that  example 
affords  to  all  the   warnings  we  have  received  in 
this  debate  against  the  mighty  danger  of  intrust- 
ing to  the  only  department  of  the  Government, 
which    the   Constitution   supposes   can    make  a 
treaty,  the  incidental  prerogative  of  a  repealing 
Legislature.     It  is  inconsistent,  we  are  desired  to 
believe,  with  the  genius  of  the  Constitution,  and 
must  be  fatal  to  all  that  is  dear   to  freemen,  that 
an  Executive  Magistrate  and  a  Senate,  who  are 
not  immediately  elected   by  the   people,  should 
possess  this  authority.     We  hear  from  one  quar- 
ter that  if  It  be  so   the   public  liberty  is  already 
in   the  grave,  and  from  another,  that  the  public 
interest  and  honor  are  upon  the  verge  of  it.    But 
do  you  not  perceive  that  this  picture  of  calamity 
and  shame  is  the  mere  figment  of  excited  fancy, 
disavowed  by  the  Constitution  as  hysterical  and 
erroneous  in  the  case  of  a  treaty  of  peace?     Do 
you   not  see  that    if  there   be  anything  in  this 
hiorh-colored   peril   it  is  a  treaty  of  peace   that 
must  realiz-  it  ?     Can  we  in  this  view  compare 
with   the   power   to   make  such  a    treaty  (hat  of 
making  a  treaty  of  commerce?     Are  we  unable 
to  conjecture,  while  we  are   thus  brooding  over 
anticipated  evils  which  can  never  happen,  that 
the  lofty  character  of  our  country  (which  is  but 
another  name  for  strength  and   power)  may  be 
made  to  droop  by  a  mere   treaty  of  peace;  that 
the   national    pride  may   be  humbled ;  the  just 
hopes  of  the  people  blasted  ;  their  courage  tamed 
and  broken  ;  their  prosperity  struck  to  the  heart ; 
their  foreign   rivals  encouraged  into  arrogance 
and  tutored  into  encroachment  by  a  mere  treaty 
of  peace  ?     I  confidently  trust  that,  as  this  never 
has  been  so,  it  never  will  be  so;  but  surely  it  is 
just  as   possible    as    that    a    treaty  of  commerce 
should  ever  be   made  to   shackle  the  freedom  of 
this  nation,  or  check  its  .march  to  the  greatness 
and    glory  that   await   it.     I   know    not.  indeed, 
how  it  can  seriously  be  thought  that  our  liberties 
are   in    hazard   from    the   small    witchery   of  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  and   yet  in   none  from  the 
potent  enchantments  by  which  a  treaty  of   peace 
may  strive  to  enthral   them.     I  am  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  by  what  form  of  words,  by  what  hith- 
erto onheard-of  stipulations,  a  commercial  treaty 
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is  to  barter  away  the   freedom  of  united  Amer- 
ica, or  of  any    the   smallest    portion    of   it.     I 
cannot  figure  to  myself  the  possibility  that  such 
a  project  can  ever  find  its  way  into  the  head  or 
heart  of  any  man   or  set  of  men  whom  this  na- 
tion may  select  as  the  depositaries  of  its  power; 
but   I  am   quite  sure   that  an   attempt  to  excite 
such  a  project  in  a  commercial   treaty,  or  in  aay 
other  treaty,  or   in   any  other  mode,  could  work 
no  other  effect  than  the  destruction  of  those  who 
should  venture  to  be  parties  to  it.  no  matter  whe- 
ther a  President.  Senate,  or  a  whole  Congresj. 
Many  extreme  cases  have  been   put  for  illustra- 
tion in  this  debate  ;  and  tliis  is  one  of  them  ;  and 
I  lake  the  occasion   which  it  offers  to  mention, 
that  to  argue  from  extreme  cases  is  seldom  logi- 
cal, and.  upon  a  question  of  interpretation,  never 
is.     We  can  only  bring  back  the  means  of  delu- 
sion, if  we  wander  in  the  regions  of  fiction  and 
explore  the  wilds  of  bare  possibility  in  search  of 
rules  for  real  life  and  actual  ordinary  cases.     By 
arguing  from  the  possible  abuse  of  power  against 
the   use  or  existence  of  it,  you   may  and  must 
come   to  the  conclusion,  that  there  ought  not  to 
be,  and  is  not,  any  Government  in  this  country 
or  in  the  world.     Disorganization   and  anarchy 
are   the   sole  consequences  that  can   be  deduced 
from  such  reasoning.     Who  is   it   that  may  not 
abuse  the  power  that  has  been  confided  to  him? 
May  not  we,  as  well  as  the  other  branches  of  the 
Government?     And,    if   we  may,  does  not  the 
argument   from    extreme    cases    prove    that    we 
ought   to  have  no   power,  and  that   we  have  no 
power?     And  does  it  not.  therefore,  after  having 
served  fur  an    instant   the   purposes  of  this  bill, 
turn  short  upon    and  condemn  its  whole  theory, 
which    attributes   to    us,  not    merely  the  power 
which  is  our  own,  but  inordinate  power,  to  be 
gained  only   by  wresting  it  from  others?     Our 
Constitutionaland    moral  security    against    the 
abuses  of  the    power  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment have  already  been  explained.     I  will  only 
add  that  a  great  and  manifest  abuse  of  the  dele- 
gated authority  to  make  treaties  would  create  no 
obligation  anywhere.     If  ever  it  should  occur, as 
I  confidently  believe  it  never  will,  the  evil  must 
find  its  corrective   in   the   wisdom  and  firmness, 
not  of  this  body  only,  but  of  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  co  operating  with  it.     It  is  after  all  ia 
the  people,  upon  whose  Ailaniean  shoulders  our 
whole  Republican  system  reposes,  that  you  must 
expect   that  recuperative  power,  that  redeeming 
and   regenerating  spirit,  by  which  the  Constitu- 
tion is  to  be  purified  and  redintegrated  when  ex- 
travagant abuse  has  cankered  it. 

In  addition  to  the  example  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
which  I  have  just  been  considering,  let  me  put 
another,  of  which  none  of  us  can  question  the 
reality.  The  President  may  exercise  the  power 
of  pardoning,  save  only  id  the  case  of  impeach- 
ments. The  power  of  pardoning  is  not  commu- 
nicated by  words  more  precise  or  comprehensive 
than  the  power  to  make  treaties.  But  to  what 
does  It  amount  ?  Is  not  every  pardon  pro  hoc 
vice  a  repeal  of  the  penal  law  again.st  which  it 
gives  proiecnoo  ?    Does  it  not  ride  over  the  law, 
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lesist    its   C(tmmand,   and  extinguish  its  efTect? 
Ooes  it  not  J-\ren  conirol   thp  combined  force  of 
Itudicature  j^nd   legislation?    Yet,  have  we  ever 
Vard  that  ynur  legislative  rights  were  an  excep- 
lon  out  of  lijie  prerogative  of  mercy  ?     Who  has 
ver  pretent/ed  that  this  faculty  cannot,  if  regu- 
arly  exertej,  wrestle  with  the  strongest  of  your 
tatutes?     ^  raay  be  told,    that    the    pardoning 
)0wer    necejjsarily  inaporls  a    control    over   the 
enal  code,5f  it  be  exercised  in  the  form  of  a 
i|)ardon.     I  inswer.  the  power  to   make  treaties 
Equally  impi^rts  a  power  to  put  out  of  the  way 
^uch  parts  o,  the  civil  code  as  interfere  with  its 
lijperatioD.  iff  that  power  be  exerted  in  the  form 
lof  a  treaty.  -,  There  is  no  difference  in  their  es- 
sence.    You,  legislate  in  both  cases  subject  to  the 
tf  tiower.     Anil  this  instance  furnishes  another  an- 
.  wer,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  to  the  predic- 
tions of  abb^e  with  which,  on   this  occasion,  it 
>\as  been  enijeavored  to  appal  us.     The  pardon- 
ing  power   U  in  the  President  alone;  he  is  not 
even  checked  by  the  necessity  of  Senatorial  con- 
currence.    ISe  may,  by  his  single^a^  extract  the 
iting  from   vour   proudest  enactments,  and  save 
from  iheir  vengeance  a  convicted  offender. 
;     Sir,  you  Ijave  ray  general  notions  upon  the  bill 
J)efore  you.  ?  They  have  no  claim  to  novelty.     I 
'mbibed  ihein  from  some  of  the  heroes  and  >ages 
.who  survivifd  the  storm  of  the  contest  to  which 
> America  wis  summoned   in   her  cradle.     I  im- 
■  bibed  them  )rom  the  Father  of  his  Country.   My 
^iunderstandiig  approved  them,  with  the  full  con- 
^currence  of  niy  heart,  when  I  was  much  younger 
than  I  am  i-ow  ;  and  I  feel  no  disposition  to  dis- 
Lcard  them  tipw  that  age  and  feebleness  are  about 
Flo  overtake  kne.  I  could  say  more — much  more — 
"upon  this  high  question  ;  but  I  want  health  and 
strength.     I>  is  perhaps  fortunate  for  the  House 
'that  I  do.  a\'it  prevents  me  from  fatiguing  then» 
as  much  as  J  am  fatigued  myself. 

Mr.  RANJiOLPH  rose. — He  said  he  was  certainly 

;.very  far  fr^m   being  among  those,  if  any  there 

were,  who  iejoiced  in  the  personal  indisposition 

]^:which  deprived  the  House  of  the  very  ingenious, 

^correct,  andi  he  might  add,  able  argument  with 

)which  thevJhad  just  been  entertained.     On  the 

i«contrary.  S\,t.  R.  said,  he  had  listened  to  it  with 

ivery  great  [jleasure,  as  a  specimen  of  the  powers 

of  the  hum^n  mind  which  he  was  not  often  ac- 

'customed    ly)    witness,   even    in    this    honorable 

House.     Bu^  notwithstanding  this  display  of  elo- 

►'quence,  he  was  disposed  to  return  to  an  opinion, 

hich  lie  hid  entertained  when  he  first  took  his 

'seat  on  MonjJay  last,  that  this  question  was  swoln 

;by  the  strang;e,  not  to  say  injudlClou^  management 

of  it.  to  anvimportance  which  its  real  merits  do 

not  deservei     I  give  up  to  the  gentleman  from 

^aryland.   ^aid   Mr.  R.— I  am    told   he  is   from 

r.^Maryland— ^o  his  utmost  fury  and  indignation, 

,  'those  fancifjl  and  fine-spun  theories  which  seem 

ilo  interdict  jhe  Executive  of  the  United  Stales 

•jfrom   negot^ling  a    commercial    treaty,  or  any 

•  other  treatyiwhatsoever  with  any  foreign  Power. 

^n   this  poj/it.  sir,  I  agree   with   the  gentleman 

ahogeiher.  vl  go  with  him  the  \Vhole  length,  that 

>ic  is  compe|eQC  to  the  President  and  Senate  tu 

?  t 
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negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce,  alliance,  and  sub- 
sidy, with  any  foreign  Power,  from  the  greatest 
potentate  in  Europe  down  to  a  Chickasaw  chief. 
The  liooorable  gentleman  will  excuse  me  when  I 
rise  to  declare  that,  howsoever  1  have  been  grat- 
ified in  the  display  which  he  has  made  of  his  abil- 
ities.  in  one  respect  he  ceitainly  has  disappointed 
me.  The  honorable  gentleman  will  excuse  me 
when  I  say  he  has  not  met  the  question.  The 
question,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  not  the  competency  of 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  commercial  or  other 
treaties,  but  its  competency,  in  doing  so,  to  repeal 
existing  laws  of  the  land,  and  enact  other  laws  in 
their  stead  ;  in  other  words,  the  question  is,  the 
competency  of  the  Executive  to  do  by  treaty  that 
which  can  be  done,  as  we  contend,  only  by  legis* 
lative  acts.  That  is  the  question.  If  he  under- 
stood the  gentleman,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  declared 
that  the  bill  before  the  House  was  not  in  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty  ;  that  it  contained  no  auxiliary 
enactments;  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  the 
bill  should  pass  at  all ;  that  it  was  a  twin-brother 
of  the  treaty.  It  the  gentleman  had  pursued  bis 
analogy  with  respect  to  laws  and  treaties,  he 
would  have  found  this  second  twin-brother  wor- 
thy of  being  nurtured  and  brought  to  man's 
estate,  instead  of  being  treated  as  illegitimate  and 
stilled  in  Its  birth  ;  that  this  poor  little  twin,  which 
came  second  best  in  the  world,  had  not  that  fair 
division  of  the  patrimonial  e:9tate  which  our  laws 
provide ;  that  it  was,  in  short,  to  be  put  out  of  the 
way,  that  the  Presidential  heir  may  inherit  and 
enjoy  the  whole  estate.  If  this  bill  were  neces- 
sary, then,  the  gentleman  had  said  that  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  had  been  guilty  of  a  tremendous 
usurpation.  How  far  this  view  of  the  question 
might  bear  on  the  ultimate  vote  of  the  House, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  could  not  say  ;  but  it  would  bear 
very  hard  upon  the  President,  if  the  vote  should 
be  to-day  as  it  was  yesterday.  If  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  were  correct, 
unless  his  representations  on  this  head  should  ma- 
terially affect  the  vote  of  the  House,  that  decision 
would  bear  hard  on  the  President  and  Senate. 
But  a  few  minutes  before  the  gentleman  had  de- 
livered his  sentiments,  the  Senate  themselves  had 
in  open  court  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  usurpa- 
tion ;  for  they  had  sent  down  to  this  House  a  bill, 
either  something  or  nothing,  which  if  anything, 
had  pronounced  their  usurpation.  If  the  treaty 
were  what  the  gentleman  contended,  ipso  facto 
the  law  of  the  land,  the  bill  which  the  Senate  had 
sent  down  was  mere  surplusage.  We  do  not  deny, 
said  Mr.  R..  that  a  treaty,  the  ratifications  being 
exchanged,  has  existence  without  the  sanction  of 
this  House — at  least  I  do  not  deny  it — and  I  am 
responsible  for  no  man's  opinions  but  my  own, 
glad  enough  at  times  if  I  were  irresponsible  for 
them — but  I  do  contend  that  a  treaty  does  not  de- 
prive this  House  of  one  jot.  one  tittle  of  its  legis- 
lative and  Constitutional  authority.  I  am  not,  in 
the  language  of  the  learned  doctor  of  laws  in  Pa- 
dua, to  Shylock,  ''take  thou  the  pound  of  flesh, 
but  not  one  jot  of  blood  ;"  I  am  not  for  giving  to 
the  President  and  Senate  the  treaty-making 
power,  and  then  denying  to  them  the  use  of  it; 
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but  I  am  for  giving  to  them  all  the  power,  and  all 
Ihe  intiuence   which   they  ought  to  have  in  the 
Government.    Whilst  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land  was  thinking  on   the  responsibility  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  why  did   he  not  reflect  on 
our  own  ?     Go  we  not  back  to  be  pressed— I  hope 
not  to  be  oppressed— by  laws  of  our  own  enac- 
tion.    If  the  President  and  Senate  go  back  to  the 
community,  to  receive  their  approbation  or  con- 
demnation—I  speak  of  the  theory,  of  which  I  may 
say  odiet  arceo ;  for  I  have  long  lost  my  faith  m 
theories,  and  in  theorists  too.     If  the  President 
and  Senate  feel   their  accountability  to  the  peo- 
ple how  much  more  are  we  amenable  to  them, 
when  we  return  with  the  same  responsibility,  and 
at  shorter  periods,  to  our  constituents?     If  there 
be  anv  truth  in  the  old  adage,  that  short  accounts 
make  long  friends,  we  shall  stand  on  as  good  foot- 
ing with  our  neighbors  as  some  Presidents  who 
have  retired  to  private  life.    Our  responsibility  is 
greater   tlian   that  of  the  President  and   Senate. 
What  IS  the  responsibility  of  a  man  who  is  to  re- 
tire afier  a  service  of  eight  or  ten  years,  to  pala- 
ces which  he  has  built   with  the  plunder  of  his 
country;  of  a  man   v/ho   has  enriched    his  rela- 
tives by  a  species  of  nepotism,  and   surrounded 
himself  with  a  society  of  his  own;  who  can  be 
content  to  sit  down  with  infamy  in   private  life, 
provided  his  bags  are  swelled  to  distention,  and 
his  appetite  pampered  with  delicacies  which  habit 
has   made  necessary    to   his    enjoyments?     But, 
granting  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  deeming  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
President  as  he  deems,  we  would  make  assurance 
doubly  sure,  and  take  a  bond  of  fate  for  the  cor- 
rect discharge  of  the  Executive  functions  in  this 
respect.      The  gentleman    from    Maryland   had 
said,  that  if  the  doctrine  supported  by  the  friends 
of  this  bill  were  sound,  this  Constitution  was  an 
anomaly  in  Government.     It  is  so,  Mr.  R.  said, 
and  he  was  surprised  to  hear  it  found  out  to-day 
as  if  for  the  first  time.     It  is  an  anomaly  ;  happy 
for  us  that  it  is,  and  long  might  it  continue  so! 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  said,  if  the 
sanction  of  this  House  became  necessary  to  carry 
a  treaty  into  effect,  it  was  not  only  in  their  power, 
but  it  was  their  duty  to  pass  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose.   Mr.  R.  said  he  would  grant  the  gentleman 
bis  position    with  a  small  modification  ;  he  would 
grant  it  if  the  gentleman  would  add  a  proviso, 
that  the  provision  of  said  treaty  did  not  betray 
the  great  interests,  liberties,  or  rights  of  the  na- 
tion.    The  gentleman  had  put  the  case  of  a  defi- 
nition  of  contraband  by  treaty,  as   being   para- 
mount to  a  law  of  Congress  encouraging  the  cul- 
ture of  the  article  declared  to  be  contraband;  a 
case  which  would,  according  to  his  liumble  judg- 
ment, Mr.  R.  said,  better  suit  a  court  of  admiralty 
than  a  legislative  hall.     But  he  ought,  he  added, 
to  be  obliged  to  the  honorable  gentleman  for  hav- 
ing taken  into  his  argument  an  idea  which  Mr.  R. 
had  yesterday  endeavored  to  imbody  in  his  own; 
for,  he  said,  taking  the  very  case  the  gentleman 
had  put,  there  could  not  be  a  stronger  selected  to 
prove  that  his  general  argument  was  untenable. 
Suppose  the  Executive  were  to  make  a  treaty,  in 


which  tobacco,  rice,  and  cotton,  were  declared 
contraband  of  war,  to  which  he  might  add  bread- 
stuffs,  butter,  salt  beef,  onions,  and  notions  of  all 
sorts;  would    not  this  treaty  require   legislative 
enactment  to  carry  it  into  effect;  or   would   it, 
like  a  treaty  of  peace,  require  no  intervention  on 
the  part  of  this  House  ?    It  would  have  that  effect, 
perhaps,  in  a  British  court  of  vice-admiralty  at 
Halifax,   Providence,  or  Bermuda;  but  did  the 
gentleman  m  his  heart  believe  that  such  a  treaty 
could  become  the  law  of  the  land  on  ttie  instant 
of  Its  promulgation  7      It   could    not  stand;  the 
breath,  the  tempest  of  public  indignation,  would 
in  an  instant  sweep  it  to  eternity  ;  it  would  go  to 
the  tomb  of  the  Capulets.     The  gentleman  de- 
mands of  us,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  exorcise  the  treaty; 
to  question   it,  whether  it  brings  with  it  "airs 
from  Heaven  or  blasts  from  Hell ;"  whether  its 
•'intents  be  wicked  or  charitable."     The  trealv, 
Mr.  R.  said,  came   to  hira   in  a  most  agreeable 
shape  ;  he  was  disposed  to  ratify  it  by  legislation  ; 
and,  if  legislative  enactment  were  not  necessary, 
whence  the   bill  which    had    passed  to  its  third 
reading  in  this  House  ;  and  whence  the  bill  from 
the  Senate?     If  a  treaty  were  of  that  pervading 
force,  that,  like  mercury,  it  searches  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  constitution,  why  the  bill  which  in 
this  House  had  progressed  so  far,  and  which  he 
hoped  would  pass  to  the  Senate,  whatever  impu- 
tation, according  to  the  gentleman's  argument, 
it  might  cast  on  the  Executive  of  rank  and  tre- 
mendous usurpation. 

For  his  part,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  extremely 
sorry  that  this  should  happen  to  be  the  only  oc- 
casion, which  had  come  within  his  cognizance 
lately,  in  which,  according  to  the  illustration  of 
the   honorable   gentleman   from    Maryland,   the 
House  had  refused,  like  the  clerk  in  the  church, 
to  make  the  appointed  responses  to  the  minister. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  would 
construe  this  occurrence  into  any  imputation  on 
the  majority,  any  more  than  on  the  minority  of 
the   House  ;  for  it  happened   to  be  a  two-edged 
sword — It  cut  as  much  upon  the  right  hand  as 
upon  the  left,  and  as  much  upon  the  left  hand 
as  upon  the  right.     One  side,  he  said,  maintained 
its  consistency,  because  it  cost  them  nothing,  and 
the  other  side  of  the  House  maintained  theirs  for 
the  same  reason.     We  are  each  and  all  of  us,  said 
he,  maintaining  our  consistency,  and  on  the  best 
possible  terras — for  it  costs  us  nothing.     The  bill 
before  us  gives  no  power ;  it  takes  none  away — 
it  bestows  no   praise,  it  conveys  no  censure,  ex- 
cept what  may  be  inferred  from  the  argument  of 
the  honorable  gentleman.     Mr.  R.  wished,  he  said, 
that  in  the  future  progress  of  their  deliberations, 
the  consistency  of  one  side  of  the  House  might  be 
equally  maintained;  he  wished  that  thespiritofthe 
Administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  of  the  first 
Congress   assembled   under  his  Administration, 
might  be  maintained  by  the  majority  of  this  Hoiise 
of  the  present  day— even  if  the  minority  should, 
for  the  sake  of  consistency,  be  obliged  to  take  the 
other  side,  and  load  the  country  with  debts,  taxes, 
armies,and  navies,and  all  ihecoQstituent  elements 
of  Federalism,  under  the  name  of  Democracy. 
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jYes.  Mr.  R.'said.  he  wished  that  the  consistency 

'/of  one  side  wight  be  maintained,  even  at  the  ei- 

I'penseofcoQlistency  of  the  other — but,  he  believed 

f  he  was  travelling  a  little  out  of  the  record.     To 

.;reiurn  to  th*  question. 

Mr.  R.  s^d,  he  would  suppose   that  this  com- 
mercial treaiy  had  stipulated  that  a  duty,  not  ex- 
ceeding a  c'rtain  amount,  should  be  imposed  by 
'the  two  coMraciing  parties  on  certain  n)aDufac- 
-ture»,  pecuhar  to  ourselves  only,  and  operating 
►  therefore  oK  us  exclusively.     Could    there  be  a 
'  doubt  (hat  i^iis  House  would  refuse  lo  carry  that 
r. treaty  into  r^tct  by  passing  laws  laying  the  ne- 
"'  cessary  taxei,  and  would  leave  it  to  Great  Britain. 
.Jf  she  choseSto  make  it  a  cause  of  war  with  us  ? 
Have  not  this  House  the  power,  and  would  they 
not  use  It.  o\  carrying  such  a  treaty   into  effect ; 
or,  if  it  seenrs  good  to  them,  to  refuse  to  carry  it 
^  nto  effect,  u-aving  it  to  the  option  of  the  other 
^ariy  to  ma£e  it  a  cause  of  war  or  not  ?     But, 
f-.he  gentleman  had  said,  grant  these  doctrines  to 
♦•<)€  correct,  a'ld  we  are  the  most  unfortunate  peo- 
*■— le  under  i&e  sun — we  could   have  no  treaties! 
as  there  a^iy  fear,  Mr.  R.asked— was  the  theory 
.of  our  Government  so  little  understood,  and  the 
^practice  so  J-iuch  forgottten,  that  it  could  be  sup- 
posed there  would  ever  be  wanting  in  this  House 
a  proper  degree  of  deference  (he  would  not  say 
an  impropetj  degree  of  c'eferenoe)  to  the  wisdom 
.and  counsel*  of  the  Executive  7     Let  us  suppose 
iit  possible,  l^wever,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  we  should 
I  be  placed  ii*   ihii   unfortunate  situation  ;  that  it 
^should  not  t|e  m  our  power  to  make  a  commer- 
icial  treaty  \^iih  any  people  under  the  sun — I  be- 
jlieve  the  suj  would  still  shine  as  bright,  and  the 
|grass  grow  4s  green  as  ever.     Are  we.  sir,  to  sup- 
Ipose,  m  ihist  young  country,  that  all  diplomatic 
ttskiU   reside)  with    us — and  go  abroad  a  treaty- 
ifmaking  as  ijiylibras  and  Don  Q,UiXotte  in  quest 
Cjofadveniurfs, expecting  (ogain  all  the  advantages 
ytand  receivefjo  blows  in  return  ?     No  twoknighis. 


;Mr.  R.  said* 
but  not  m 


iu|  were  ever  more  wofully  mistaken; 

opje  than  we  should  be.  entertaining  no- 
jlions  equaliy  absurd.  No,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  we 
,make  a  treaiy  with  any  people  under  the  sun,  we 

8*  must  give  hquid  pro  quo,  and  must  always  expect 
to  give  raor^  than  we  get.  It  had  been,  he  said, 
4a  maxim  inJGreat  Britain  before  the  separation 
^of  the  United  Slates  from  that  Government,  and 
4it  was  a  ma^tim  yet,  that  whatever  she  had  ac- 
^quired  by  ti|e  valor  of  her  arms,  she  had  lost  by 
^  negoiiationv  The  last  treaty  of  Paris  might  form 
^an  excepiio^  to  ihe  general  rule,  but,  like  all  ex- 
Jceplions,  it  ^vould  only  prove  the  rule.  The  cir- 
*cumstance  ^le  had  referred  to  grew  out  of  the 
.form  of  thej  Government  ol  Great  Briiain.  As 
1  the  form  of  ^ur  Government  is  more  popular  than 
J  hers,  our  pr  iceedings  more  public,  and  as  we  are 
^  equally  lulie  to  thai  stale  of  faction  which  is  the 
(f  shadow  of  Siberiy,  and  proves  ihe  substaooe  to 
^  exist,  until  |t  shall  be  put  down  by  the  sirongarm 
I  of  military  «lespoiism — whattver  we  gel  abroad 
^  we  may  exkect  to  pay  for.  We  must  pay.  and 
•  dearly  too,  JMr.  R.  said,  for  any  advantages  we 
,v  should  obtain  from  lho*.e  wily  Kings  and  Minis- 
-  *er»  abroad   who  glory   in   diplomacy,  which  it 


but  another  name  for  duplicity.  After  the  treaty 
of  1783,  he  said,  we  sent  Ministers  abroad  a 
treaty-making  wilh  every  Power  that  would 
treat  with  us,  by  way  of  trying  our  manhood— 
we  had  just  come  of  age,  taken  our  affairs  into 
our  own  hands — he  had  known  many  young  heirs 
try  their  .".kill  in  making  bargains  wiih  their  more 
wary  neighbors,  until  they  bargained  away  their 
whole  estate.  To  such  perhaps,  u  would  be  no 
injurious  restraint  if  ihey  were  debarred  the 
treaty-makiDg  power  until  arrived  at  years  of 
discretion.  We  shall  get  oothingat  all  from  these 
foreign  nations,  he  assured  the  House,  without 
giving  therefor  a  full  equivalent. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
staled,  that  if  the  President  and  Senate  had  not 
the  power  lo  make  a  commercial  treaty,  and  that 
treaty  when  made  did  not  instantly  become 
ihe  law  of  ihe  land,  then  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate have  the  power  to  make  no  treaty — and  yet 
the  gentleman  had  furnished  in  the  course  of  his 
own  argument  an  instance  in  direct  contradiction 
of  this  position— that  is,  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
did  not  in  any  shape  require  the  sanction  of  this 
House.  The  Treaty  cf  Peace,  then,  is  an  excep- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  the  intervention  of  this 
House  to  carry  treaties  into  effect;  and  it  might 
be  said  that  a  naked  treaty  of  peace — "let  there 
be  peace,  and  there  was  peace"— was  almost  the 
only  treaty  which  could  be  negotiated,  that  did 
not  require  the  consent  of  this  House.  Under 
the  old  Confederation,  however,  it  was  said  Con- 
gress had  made  an  alliance  wilh  France.  This, 
Mr.  R.  observed,  was  a  strong  case  for  the  gen- 
tleman's argumeol— for  it  might  be  said,  if  the 
old  Congress,  confessedly  itiferior  in  power, 
possessed  the  right  to  make  a  treaty  of  alliance 
which  had  been  near  involving  us  in  the  vortex 
of  the  French  revolution,  a  fortiori  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  now  ought  to  have  the  power. 
He  agreed  to  the  forceofthisarguraent,  if  for  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  the  Government  was  subiiituted. 
This  brought  him,  he  said,  to  the  old  opprobrium 
of  legislation,  that  the  question  started  is  seldom 
the  question  run  down — the  question  was.  do  the 
President  and  Senate  pos.«iess  the  power,  exclusive 
and  independent  of  ihe  legislative  power,  to  bind 
ihe  people  in  all  cases  wiiaisoever.  and  lo  make 
treaties  paramount  to  all  law?  That  was  the 
point— that  was  the  gist  of  the  question- there 
the  argument  rubbed. 

If,  instead  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  the  treaty 
now  under  consideration  had  been  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  subsidy,  could  the  troops  have  been 
raised  or  laies  levied  without  the  intervention  of 
the  legislative  authority  of  this  House  7  Mr.  R. 
said  they  could  noi  ;  and  he  had  understood  the 
gentleman  also  to  admit  this.  What,  then,  waj 
the  amount  of  the  difference  between  the  gentle- 
man and  himself?  It  was  this:  ihai  Mr.  R. 
conienJed  this  treaty,  being,  in  his  opinion,  one 
requiring  legislative  enactment  lo  carry  it  into 
effect,  this  House  was  to  exercise  its  legislative 
power  in  this  respect  under  a  sound  discretion, 
and  a  high  responsibility  for  the  public  good.  It 
was  not,  in  Mr.   R.'s  opinion,  a  sound  construe- 
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tion,  because  it  was  competent  to  the  President  i  said,  that  a  very  large  description  of  people  io 
and  Senate  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace,  that  they  [  the  United  Slates,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
could  repeal  or  modify  a  law  laying  a  tax.  Mis-  French  revolution,  had  been  anxious  to  plunge 
erable  indeed  would  be  ihe  condition  of  humani-  !  the  United  States  inio  a  war  wiih  Great  Britain 
ty,  if  the  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  j  and  her  allies;  and  it  was  contended  that  the 
of  war  could  not  be  intrusted  to  them  ;  and,  by  i  public  faith  was  pledged  to  guarantee  the  safety 


the  way,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  with  all  the  pride,  and  consequence,  and 
airs  that  the  Government  had  given  to  itself, 
even  in  this  Treaty  of  Peace,  in  that  simple  agree- 
ment, ''  let  the  conflict  ceaje,"  our  adversary  had 


of  the  French  West  India  Islands,  dtc.  The  de- 
mand of  our  aid  had  been  made  in  a  much  more 
sacred  name  than  that  of  a  sugar  island — in  the 
name  of  the  imprescripiable  rights  of  n>ankind; 
the  liberty  of  the  world  was  said  to  be  in  jeopar- 


got  a  fair  and  full  equivalent,  for  she  got  lull  as  j  dy  ;  the   tyrants  of  the  world,  it   was  said,  had 
much  as  she  gave.  |  conspired  against  liberty,  and  we  ought  no  longer 

The   President  and  Senate  may  restore  the  re-     to  withhold  our  aid.     Mr.   R.  said   he  hoped  no 


lations  of  peace,  it  had  been  argued.  Might  ihey 
therefore,  Mr.  R.  asked,  repeal  all  the  laws  of 
the  land  by  treaty  ?     But  it  seemed  the  President 


member  of  this  House,  nor  the  most  worthless 
scribbler  out  of  it,  would  understand  him  as  im- 
puting censure  lo  those   who  fell  thus  ardently. 


and  Senate  were  controlled  by  public  opinion,  i  By  the  wisdom  of  that  man  who  alone,  at  that 
and  ihai  was  a  sufficient  check — alluding,  he  sup- :  juncture,  could  have  held  ihe  reins  of  empire, 
posed,  lo   the   press,  the   great  battery  of  public 


opinion.     Why,  then,  had  it  not  been  said  in  the  I 
Constitution,  lei  there  be   a  public  opinion,  and  | 
all  is  safe;  it  is  enough  for  us  if  the  acts  of  our 
rulers  may  be  freely  canvassed.     I   believe,   .naid  j 
Mr.  R.,  that  our  rights  and  liberties  are  safe,  but  i 
in  a  very  different  repository  from  that  referred 
to — in  the    State    Legislatures,   in  the  bosoru  of 
the  free   yeomanry  of  the  country,  asserted  by 
their  muskets  and  their  rifles,  and  never  yielded 
unless  cautiously  and  warily  attacked,  unless  the  i 
ground    be  broken  at   a    vast  distance  from   the  ! 
sentinels  of  public  liberty,  and  the  approach  se- 
cretly made. 

Was  the  sanction  of  the  House  necessary  to 
carry  this  treaty  into  effect?  li  was,  or  it  was 
not ;  if  it  was.  the  President  and  Senate  had  been 
guilty,  it  was  said,  of  gross  usurpatio;i.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  acknowledged 
that  as  there  are  treaties  which  are  self-execu- 
tory, there  are  others  which  require  legislative 
enactment,  and  which  the  aid  of  the  House  is 
required  to  carry  iuto  effect.  A  treaty  of  peace, 
by  merely  restoring  the  relations   of  peace  and 


who  alone  could  have  reined  in  the  public  mad- 
ness, by  his  wisdom  we  had  been  saved  from 
beins  involved  in  the  vortex  of  that  tremendous 
comet,  which 


•From  his  horrid  hair 


Shook  pestilence  and  war. 

Every  patriot,  not  the  pseudo  patriot,  not  he 
who  wishes  to  ride  on  the  surface  of  the  billow, 
inflated  by  his  own  breath — every  real  patriot 
approved  and  honored  hii  conduct.  Suppose,  in- 
stead of  standing  in  opposition  to  the  feelings  of 
the  day.  reversing  the  old  adage.  Quicquid  deli- 
rant  reges.  plectuntur  Achivi — suppose  General 
Washington  had  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war,  hallooed 
them  on,  and  engaged  in  that  war,  which  was 
terminated  by  the  truce  of  Amiens — or  suppose 
General  Washington,  as  was  the  fact  not  long 
after,  had  been  removed  from  the  councils  of  his 
country,  and  succeeded  by  a  gentleman  of  differ- 
ent political  opinions,  and  that  the  first  act  of  the 
new  President  had  been  to  patch  up  a  treaty  of 
alliance  with  the  allies.  Great  Britain  particular- 


ly ;  such  a  treaty  as  would  inevitably,  whilst  it 
araiiy,  Mr.  R.  said,  did  execute  itself.  But  was  kept  peace  with  England,  have  produced  war 
it  so  with  a  treaty  stipulating  that  duties  should    with  France  ;  would  the  people  of  America  have 


be  taken  off  or  laid  on.  or  both  ?  The  analogy 
between  a  treaty  reslorinj  the  relations  of  peace 
between  this  country  and  another,  and  other 
treatie>,  cannot  be  brought  in  aid  of  a  treaty 
which  is  not  self-executory,  which  does  require 
legi&lative  enactment  to  carry  it  into  effect,  as 
proven  by  the  vole  of  this  House  yesterday,  and 
the  vote  of  the  Senate  to-day,  [referring  to  the 
bill  passed  by  the  Senate  declaring  the  effect  of 
the  treaty.]  Mr.  R.  said  he  could  conceive  a 
case  in  which  even  a  treaty  restoring  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity  between  the  United 
Stales  and  another  nation,  might  be  received  in 
this  House  as  a  breach  of  national  confidence, 
•which    the    House   would    not    endure.     As    he 


endured  this?  Mr.  R.  did  not  think  they  would. 
Such  was  his  opinion  of  the  public  sentiment  of 
haired  to  Great  Britain  and  predilection  to  re- 
publican France,  which  then  existed,  that  he 
believed  this  House,  instead  of  carrying  the 
treaty  into  effect,  would  hare  been  made  the 
means  of  compelling  peace  with  France,  and 
renewing  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  He  would 
take  another  precedent,  however,  from  a  Govern- 
ment, the  constitution  of  which  was  not  anom- 
alous—a case  anterior  to  the  Revolution  which, 
according  to  the  fond  idea  of  British  jurists,  had 
fixed  the  liberty  of  England  on  an  imperishable 
foundaiion  ;  he  would  take  a  case  from  the  most 
corrupt  reign  of  the  most  corrupt  family   that 


liked  to  bring  every  case  which  he  presented  lo  '  perhaps  God  ever  permitted  to  afflict  the  world 
this  House  as  near  the  reality  as  could  be,  to  [  a  case  from  the  days  of  the  Stuarts.  Heavcrrea 
liken  It  to  something  which  had  happened,  or  I  it  as  a  fact,  and  all  history  he  said,  would  bear 
was  very  likely  to  happen,  he  would  take  a  case  ■  him  out  in  it,  that  the  last  of  the  btuarts  lost  nis 
which  might  hav»  happened  between  the  United  \  throne  in  consequence  of  his  subserviency  to  a 
States  and  France.     It  was  well  known,  Mr.  R.  I  foreign  Power,   which  foreign    Power   was   the 
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object  of  the* suspicioD,  deadly  hatred, and  fear  of 
the  nation  Re  governed.     He  did  aver  that  the 
Dutch  warsiof  Charles  II— thai  base  and  rotten 
policy  laid  Lpen  more  than  a  century  after  that 
'wily  man  tjiought   the  evidence  of  it  buried  be- 
low the  cav»|rns  of  the  deep,  would  have  lost  him 
his  crown,  if  he  had  continued  to  reign.     James 
sll  was  littlrt  else  than   the  successor  in  form  of 
Charles    III   and    James    II    lost    his   crown    as 
Charles  II  fvould,  in   the  end,  have  lost  his,  by 
making  irecfties  against  the  wishes  of  the  people, 
<wiih  a  ioreivn  Puwer  most  obnoxious  and  hate- 
ful to  the  iTriiish   nation,  &.c.     If  such  was  the 
Jlcase  in  Engjand,  how   much  more  strong  is  the 
argument  tttat  in  this  country  the  President  and 
^Senate  shotjd  npver   make  any  treaty,  particu- 
larly one  wSicli  requires  legislative  enactment  to 
,  .carry  it  int(j  effect,  without  the  previous  or  sub- 
i^sequent  conient  of  this  body. 
^'     Mr.  R.  sajd,  he  would  trespass  on  the  Commit- 
tee only  bylafew  other  remarks.     He  was,  he 
"iboped  It  wak  unnecessary  to  say,  no  drawcansir. 
k:  He  was  for;  peace  and   good   will   among    men. 
kHe   underst^)od    the   honorable   gentleman   from 
^Maryland,  vhen   dwelling  on   the  effect  of  the 
>powerof  irjipeachment.  which  he  (Mr.    R.)  be- 
.  lieved  woulil  have  as  much  effect  on  great  delin- 
^  quents  as  a  Jeather  or  a  flake  of  snow  on  the  im- 
penetrable i^ide  of  a  rhinoceros — he  understood 
the  genilenlan   to  say,   in   allusion    to  a  remark 
that  the  power  of  impeachment  had  been  tried 
^  and  found  T|anting,  that  the  fact  did  not  necessa- 
tj  rily  imply— <as  the  honorable  gentleman  on  whom 
V  .it  was  ined^would  have  said,  it  was  a  non  sequi- 
\',tur  to  urge.Jthai  the  power  of  impeachment  was 
K»  nugatory.      I  grant   it,   said    Mr.   R.     As  little 
^  verged  as  I  ^m  in  dialectics,  as  little  of  a  logician 
*t  or  methodijs  in  argument  as  I  am,  I  am  willing 
to  admit  tbjit  it  does  not  follow,  because  a  felon 
^l  is  acquitted,  the  law  is  inefficient,  because   the 
•  V  acquittal  niay  have  arisen  from  a  defect  in  the 
%'  evidence,  iii  the  law,  or  in  the  administration  of 
f'  the  law  ;  it.may  have  arisen  from  another  cause. 
♦*    which  I  wJuld  be  the  meanest  and  basest  of  man- 
It.  kind  to  adtjiit,  or  it  might  have  arisen  from  the 
J;  defect  of  tsflent  in  the  prosecuting  attorney  ;  and 
♦*  that  is  one  f  f  the  crying  sins  of  this  nation,  which 
•^'  calls  loudly  for  reform.     Daily  and   hourly  are 
?^;  felons  acqu'tted  because  they  can  give  heavy  fees 
to  lawyersjof  great  abilities,  who  know  how  to 
make  the  viforst  appear  the  belter  reason,  in  the 
courts  at  lei^ist ;  while  the  Commonwealth  is  con- 
tent to  hav^  Its  business  let  out  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der, and  ni  judicial  business  is  managed,  I  will 
not  say  in  ^he  same  manner,  but  not  always  well. 
1  do  aver  Ihat   I  bhould  be  wanting  in   respect 
for  the  geStleraen  with  whom  1  was  associated 
on  that  oc(^asion  if  I  admitted  that  the  inuendo, 
if  1  am  to  understand  it  as  such,  of  the  honorable 
gentlemanpad  any  application  to  them.     I  have 
not   the  slightest  indisposition  to  admit  that  it 
may  have  application  to  one,  but  I  believe  I  see 
in  myeyeji  much  more  substantial  reason  for 
f(   the  acquittal  in  the  case  alluded  to  than  lue  want 
:i    of  ability  ^fllh  which  the  prosecution  was  con- 
J^   ducted.     N^r.  R.  saw  in  the  ability  of  the  defence 


of  the  accused  at  least  as  probable  a  cause  of  the 
acquittal  as  the  on«;  which  had  been  mentioned. 
But,  it  was  really  paying  to  the  highest  court  in 
this  nation  a  very  poor  compliment.  What,  sir! 
our  most  potent,  grave,  and  reverend  seniors — 
our  very  noble  and  approved  good  masters — if 
the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  be  correct,  that 
what  they  approve  we  must  ratify — what, sir!  the 
Senate,  on  the  evidence  of  at  least  fifty  witnesses 
not  capable  of  making  up  an  opinion  on  a  question 
presented  to  them  !  The  acquittal  in  that  case  was 
referable,  not  to  the  want  of  ability  on  the  part 
of  some  of  the  gentlemen  at  least.  Let  us  look 
back,  said  he;  one  of  those  gentlemen  has  since 
filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
What,  sir !  a  man  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury not  capable  of  conducting  an  ordinary  prose- 
cution in  a  court  of  justice.  I  will  never  admit 
an  insinuation  of  that  sort  to  wound  the  fame  of 
one  of  my  colleagues  on  that  occasion.  Another 
one  is  now  a  judge  of  ihe  Supreme  Court,  civil 
and  criminal,  of  the  State  ot  Maryland.  Was 
he  not  capable  of  summing  up  the  law  and  evi- 
dence in  such  a  case?  I  will  not  admit  it.  An- 
other of  the  managers  of  the  impeachment  has 
since  illustrated  the  government  of  Georgia.  He 
has  displayed  an  independence  which  does  hina 
honor  with  all  feeling  and  independent  men. 
Was  he  not  capable  of  speaking  to  an  ordinary 
case  before  a  court  ?  I  cannot  admit  it.  No  ; 
the  acquittal  took  place,  because  the  Constitu- 
tion requires,  and  wisely,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
treaty,  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  court  to 
the  condemnation  of  the  accused  ;  and  the  assent 
of  that  two-thirds  was  not  found  in  the  case  of 
impeachment  alluded  to,  while  it  never  has  been 
and  never  will  be  found  wanting  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  any  treaty  which  the  President  may  nego- 
tiate. Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  received  a  le.NSon  on 
that  subject  which  it  was  not  necessary  now  to 
repeat.  He  meant  not  to  tell  the  secrets  of  his 
prison-house.  In  the  year  1800.  he  received  a 
lesson,  which  if  he  was  not  better,  he  trusted  he 
should  be  wiser  for  to  his  dying  day,  touching  the 
nature  of  the  initiatory  and  ratifying  branches  in 
relation  to  treaties. 

One  word  more,  Mr.  R.  said,  and  he  had  done. 
He  wished  he  had  followed  the  example  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  in  one  re- 
spect, incapable  as  he  was  of  following  him  in 
any  other.  He  wished  that  he  too  had  takeu  his 
leave,  and  sat  down  wiien  he  found  his  strength 
exhausted.  He  bad  thought  it  better,  however, 
to  finish  what  he  had  to  say  at  once,  and  then  to 
dinner,  with  what  appetite  we  may.  The  gentle- 
man had  made  one  statement  he  wished  to  no- 
tice; that  the  treaty  was  a  treaty  or  no  treaty; 
that  the  ratifications  being  exctianged,  it  was 
law  or  not  law.  It  is  a  law  in  those  respects  not 
requiring  the  intervention  of  Congress,  but  it  re- 
quires legislative  provisions,  because  it  requires 
duties  to  be  lowered  or  raised,  which  is  equiva- 
lent to  requiring  an  appropriation  or  the  imposi- 
tion of  taxes,  powers  acknowledged  to  belong 
exclusively  to  Congress.  Wliat  faith,  the  gentle- 
man asked,  could   be   put   by  foreign   Powers  in 
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compacts  with  this  Government,  if  a  treaty  may 
be   rendered   void   after   its   ratifications  are  ex- 
changed by  the  refusal  of  this  House  to  act  on  it? 
There  was  the  widest  difference  between  the  pos- 
session of  a  power,  and  the  expediency  of  exer- 
cising it.    Suppose  a  treaty  should  have  received 
every  possible  sanction— that  of  this  House  in- 
cluded—we  still  have  at  any  time  a  right  to  break 
it  qS,  without  consulting  the  other  party,  and  go 
to  war.     A  nation  puts  faith  in  other  nations,  not 
because  of  this  or  that  form  of  Government,  this 
or  that  check,  or  this  or  that  balance  in  the  oper- 
ations of  a  Government,  but  according  to  its  con- 
viction of  the    disposition  of  other    nations   to 
maintain  their  faith.     By  that  criterion,  by  that 
standard  of  character,  ours  is  at  least  as  good  as 
sterling,  and,  he  believed,  a  carat  better.     Great 
Britain  put  faith  in  us  for  the  same  reason  we  put 
faith   in   her — tempering  our   faith — for  though 
scepticism  be  damnable  heresy  in  religion,  it  is 
sometimes  otherwii^e   in    politics- tempering    it 
with  a  proper  degree  of  distrust  on   both  sides. 
If  we  put  faith  in  a  single  individual  at  the  head 
of  a  Government,  as  m  the  case  of  treaties  with 
European  Powers,  how  much  more  reason  have 
they  to  put  faith  in  the  guarantee  afforded  by  the 
pledge  of  every    branch  of  a  <5overnment   like 
ours!* representing  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States?     Before  the  Prince  Regent  in  England 
can  violate  a  treaty,  and  make  war,  he  mu>t  be 
supported  by  a  vote  of  credit  from  the  House  of 
Commons ;  this  is  some  restraint  on  him  ;  but  we 
have  made   treaties   with   the   despots  of  every 
clime  and  color,  from  the   lily  and   rose  of  the 
North  to  the  jet  black  of  Africa;  and  yet  we  are 
under  no  sort  of  doubt  that  these  high  contracting 
parties  will  adhere  to  their  faith  so  long  as  they  j 
feel   it  their   interest   to  do  so.     It,  then,  at  la>t  j 
turned  out,  that  foreign   nations  had  nothing  at 
all  to  do  with   this  question;  that  whether   the 
ratifications  are  exchanged   properly  or  improp- 
erly, was  an  affair   between   us  at    home,  with 
which  foreign  Powers  could  not  be  permitted  to 
meddle ;  and.  Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  was  asked  for  a 
just  cause  of  war,  he  could  figure  to  himself  none 
better  than  an  attempt  by  any  foreign  Power  at 
intervention  in  our  affairs.     This  treaty  of  com- 
merce gave  us  leave  to  trade  to  the  East  Indies, 
and   to  touch  at  St.   Helena.     In   that  shape  it 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  was  ratified  hire 
by  both  Governments— how?     In  the  shape  in 
which  it  came?     No.    The  very  lowest  grade  of 
diplomatic    functionary,   he   spoke  of  his   office 
only— put  his  finger  on  one  article,  and  said,  be- 
ware of  St.  Helena.    A  Minister  of  Great  Britain 
can  take  a  treaty,  and  make  a  nose  of  wax,  or  any 
thing  else  he  pleases  of  it ;  but  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  are  to  have  no 
word  in  it.     He  asked,  whether  it  was  competent 
to  a  British  Minister  after  a  treaty  had  been  sol- 
emnly signed  under  the  eye  of  his  own  master, 
materially  to  alter  the  provisions  of  a  treaty?— 
and  the  alteration  was  a  material  one,  because  the 
comfort  and  refreshment  of  touching  at  St.  He- 
'    lena  was  u   matter  of  some  consequence   in   an 
East  India  voyage.     It  was  of  little  coasequence, 


he  said,  to  us,  who  should  be  soon  dismissed  to  a 
good  hotel  and  smoking  table;  but  to  the   poor 
scorbutic  seaworn  sailor,  it  was  of  great  value. 
Was  it  safer  for  this  House  to  exercise  a  control- 
ling power  on  the  acts  of  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, so  as  to  meet  the  coming  disease;  or  that  it 
should  be  entirely  restrained  from  interfering, and 
the  President  and  Senate  go  on  making  treaties 
until  an  extreme  case,  when  the  people  would  in- 
terfere and  correct  the  procedure.     Mr.  R.  said, 
he  was  no  Jacobin  ;  he  hoped  it  was  unnecessary 
to  say  that.     He  was  no  man  for  a  Government 
of  mobs,  but  of  order,  law,  and  religion  ;  but,  he 
said,  there  are  points  beyond  which  the  people 
cannot  he  restrained  ;  or  should  we  rather  let  the 
President  and  Senate  go  on,  provided  they  can 
find  a   Dey  of  Algiers  to  treat  with;    provided 
they  can  find  a  plnce  to  stand  on  until  they  make 
this  sweeping  treaty-making  power  a  fulcrum  to    • 
move  the  Constitution  from  its  orbit?     Mr.  R. 
concluded  by  observing  that  the  Senate  had  sent 
a  bill  to  this  House ;  a  bill  which  he  considered 
as  yielding  the  question,  and  on  which  it  would 
I  perhaps  be  best  to  act  in  preference  to  that  now 
!  belore  the  House. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  rose  to  explain — to  make  a  few 
;  observations  which  he  said  he  should  have  made 
!  before,  but  that  he  had  understood  the  gentleman 
to  wish  not  to  be  interrupted.     Mr.  P.  said  that 
I  he  thought  he  need  not  state  to  the  House  that 
his  language  had  not  been  liable  to  the  exception 
which°the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  shown 
a  disposition  to  take  to  it.     The  gentleman  had 
said  that  impeachment  had  been  tried  and  found 
wanting;  in  reference  to  which  remark  he  (Mr. 
P.)  had  said  that  the  example  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman had  referred  was  not  conclusive  in  sup- 
port of  that  position;  that  impeachment   might 
fail  from    various  reasons;  that  the   party  im- 
peached might  be  innocent— into  which  question 
he  had  not  entered.     Mr.  P.  said  he  was  almost 
wholly  unacquainted  with   the  nature  of  either 
of  the   cases.      His  language  was  not  liable  to 
the   imputation   of  having  sought  to   reprehend 
the   conduct  of  the   gentlemen    who    conducted 

either. 

'     The  gentleman  had  said,  that  he  is  no  drawcan- 
[  sir.    Neither  am  I,  sir.    I  should  not  have  desired 
!  to  reflect  on  the  gentleman   from  Virginia;  far 
from  it;   lam   always  disposed   to  speak   in  his 
praise;  he  has  given  such  proofs  of  his  genius  as 
command    my   respect.     But  if  I   had  a  desire, 
i  which  I  had  not,  to  cast  a  reflection  on  him,  what 
reason  was  there  to  suppose  I  had  a  desire  to  do 
so  on  those,  some  of  whose  names  I  do  not  know  ? 
I  supposed  that  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
selected  men  of  the  first  ability,  always  as  corn- 
petent  as  any  lawyer,  to  conduct  the  impeach- 
ment.    I   take  it  for  granted   that   the  impeach- 
ment was  managed  with   the   utmost  dexterity 
and  talent.     All  1  meant  to  say  was,  that  the  fail- 
ure of  that  impeachment  did  not  prove  that  im- 
peachment would  always  be  found  wanting.     In 
the   case   expressly   alluded    to   (that   of  Judge 
Chase)  I   presumed  the  innocence  of  the  party. 
This  explanation  is  due  not  only  to  the  hoDora- 
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•  kle  gentleman  to  whom  my  remark":  apply,  but 
<o  my  own  ^onor  and  character. 


inf  to  the  pay  of  Nixon   and    Hind*s  cavalry; 
which  was  read.     Whereupon  the  said  petitions 


;  i     Mr.  Ra.nixiJlph  expressed  his  happiness  at  hear-  j  and  report  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
*|ing:  the  remrirks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  I  — The  report  is  as  follows  : 


< 


aThe  genileifian.  he  said,  had  misunderstood  him 
»*in  supposinsi  him  not  to  be  disposed  to  allow  the 
jigentleman  tL  explain;  from  his  not  having  done 
'".so,  Mr.  R.  ionffssed   he  had  considered    him  as  j 
4'»M>staining  t*e  inuendo.    He  reciprocated  the  sen- ' 
sitiments  of  respect.  Ac,  which  the  gentleman  had  ! 
^expressed,  die.  ! 

't.  During  tlte  discussion,  the  bill  was  received 
•  Jfrom  the  Sefiate.  which  is  noticed  above. 
'"  Mr.  FoR^rTH  stated  the  reasons  why  he  hoped, 
tnotwithsian^ing  the  receipt  of  the  bill  from  the 
.Senate,  thatithe  bill  now  before  the  House  would 
[pass,  as,  according  to  his  view,  the  Senate  had, 
_  by  passing  tl^at  bill,  attempted  to  evade  the  ques- 
:^tion  before  tjie  House. 


!     :J     The 


quesiion  was  about  to  be  put,  when  Mr. 


That,  although  they  arc  satisfied  that  the  casrs  so 
referred  to  thera  are  not  within  the  purview  of  the 
original  reference,  yet  they  have  taken  the  same  under 
their  consideration,  and  hate  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  no  legislative  act  is  necessary  for  the  rehef  oCthe 
petitioners. 

In  the  first  case,  the  committee  were  satisfied  that 

the  muster-rolli   of  the   militia,  by  their  own  officers, 

was  legal  evidence  of  their  claims,  particularly  when 

I  remote    from  any    regular    corps ;  in    which    opinion 

I  they  were  confirmed,  by  an  inquiry  of  the  Secretary 

j  of  War,  who  informed  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 

I  tee,  that   the    regulation   requiring  the   mililia  being 

I  mustered  by  a  regular  ofiicer,  proceeded  from  an  order 

\  of  the   Secretary  of  War,  which   had    been   recently 

!  superseded  ;  and    that   the  ncceMary  order   had  l)een 

^  given   to  elTect  the  payment  of  these  mililia,  on  their 

muster-rolls  by  their  own  officers  ;  whereby  the  bene- 

fiu  required  will  be  had   without  an  act  of  Congress 

for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  were  also  of  opinion  that  the  mili- 
tia of  a  Territory,  called  out  as  sanctioned  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority  of  a  Territory,  were  to  he  considered 
as  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Stalea, 
and  that  the  laws  sutFiciently  provided  for  their  pay- 
ment, on  the   requisite  evidence  of  their  services;  in 

-r- s"-!  •"-•■-■"    ."   wv^Lig.t^.-.,   luai  uc   may  |  which  opinion,  also,  they  were  confirmed  by  the  con- 

^receive  in  lieu    thereof  a  commission  for  life '  *-'U"ent  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

f^such  as  the^  may  judge  the  importance  of  the  i  .  ^"  ^^*  '•*"  '^***''  '°  *"•  ^«  propriety  of  paying 
f^sabject  deserves.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  i  ^"*  holders  ol  the  due  bills  or  certificates  of  soldiers' 
^'Military  Afliirs.  i  c'*'™*.  'o  their  assignees,  the  Legislature  of  Miasis- 

•     Mr.  CuAPrELL  reported  a  bill   for  the  relief  of  I  "^P'  "[^'"'^  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  that  interdicted 

the  heirs  of , George  Nebinger ;  which  wis  read     ''* '"u      ?**    f  .V    'T     "'    'J'  ""«?""  '^*  '^'^" 
— ;_-     -_j   -. ^        ,  ^    A  ^    .        ent  characters  ot  the  militia  and  regulars  as  a  princi- 


'iSTANFORD  having  intimated  his  desire  to  speak 
•on  the  questJoD.oa  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

iTHrRSDAY,  January  11. 
Mr.  BETijfi  presented  a  petition  of  Christopher 
tjColles,  of  th»'  city  of  New  York,  engineer,  slating 
pthat  he  has  invented  a  new  and  useful  .species  oT 
J^ telegraph,  a^d  praying,  on  his  relinquishing  his 
*5patent  righii  therein   to  Congress,  that  he  may 


twice,  and  fcommitied    to  a  Committee  of  the 
_  Whole.         ; 

'>     Mr.  Chap^-ell  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
^of  JonathanjWhite;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
commuted  L  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Oq  motioji  of  Mr,  Newton. 
^      Or(f<Tfc/. 'That  the  Clerk  procure,  for  the  use 
I  of  this  House,  and  also  of  the  Committees  thereof, 
twenty-five^copiea  of  Graydon'i  Digest  of  the 
.^Laws  of  thq  United  States. 

^  ^     Mr.  KiNcj,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted   the 

V    following  resolution  ;   which  was  read,  and  or- 

1-  dered  to  lie 'on  the  table  for  one  day: 

{  '      Ruolved,   f  hat  the  rules  of  this  House  be  so  amend- 

ij6d,that  the  ^.'ommissioners  of  the  Navy  Board  shall 

;  b«  admitted  t^  seaU  withm  the  hall  of  this  House. 

i      A  messagf  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

fthat  the  Seijatp  have  pas.<;ed  a  bill  "relative  to 

J  cases  of  najuralization,"  m  which  thev  ask  the 

fconcurrenct|of  this  House.  They  have  also  passed 


icurrenctio 
ill  '-fortL 


fcabill  '-fort^e  relief  of  Jonathan  B.  Eastman;' 


Mr.  Wr 


i( 


MILITIA  CLAIMS. 
HT,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
_of  the  Pres|lent's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
;arrangeraenj  of  the  expenses  of  militia  incurred 
by  Slates  without  the  authority  of  the  General 
Governmenl  niude  a  report   on  the   petition  of 
•^  k  ^"^f*^*-*aod  others,  and  on  the   petition  of 
V,  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  relat- 


pie  to  induce  the  excepting  the  case  of  the  militia  out 
of  the  law.  The  committee  are  not  sufficiently  im- 
pressed with  the  suggestion  of  the  memorialisU  to 
induce  them  to  concur  in  that  opinion,  but  are  satis- 
fied that  if  It  was  a  wise  policy  m  the  case  of  the 
regulars,  it  can  be  fraught  with  but  little  mischief  in 
the  case  of  the  militia.  That  it  will  introduce  differ- 
ent rules  of  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  claims  of  the 
militia  and  regulars,  inconsistent  with  the  equanimity 
of  sound  legislation,  and  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

All  which  is  submitted,  6u. 

CLAIM  FOR  HALF  PAY. 

Mr.  Chappell  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Allen  McLane;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.— The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  highly  meritorious  officer 
o(  the  Revolutionary  army,  attached  to  Colonel  Harry 
Lee's  legionary  corps,  and  served  until  November, 
1781,  when,  by  the  permission  of  General  Washing- 
ton, he  retired  on  half-pay  for  life.  He  states  thai, 
some  time  after  he  left  the  army,  be  applied  at  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  of  AccounU  for  his  half-pay, 
when  he  was  informed  that  Colonel  Lee  had  com- 
muted it,  and  that,  consequently,  he  was  not  entitled 
to  It,  and  that  he  must  take  a  certificate  of  five  years' 
full  pay  in  lieu  thereof.  He  denied  Colonel  LeeV  au- 
thority to  commute  for  him,  and  alleges  that  he  never 
did  commute.  He,  however,  admits  that,  being  in- 
debted and  hard  pres-sed  for  money,  and  finding  that 
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be  could  not  obtain  a  sellkment  of  his  account  for  i 
half-pay,  he  did,  under  these  circumstances  of  neces-  j 
sity,  accept  a  certificate  for  five  years'  full  pay,  pro-  \ 
testinit,  at  the  same  time,  against  lU  legality.  He  • 
also  admits  that  he  received  from  Congress  a  warrant  ' 
for  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  states  that  he  , 
was  compelled  to  part  with  both  his  certificate  and  I 
warrant  for  very  small  sums.  He  prays  that  Con- 
gress will  now  allow  him  his  half-pay  for  life,  deduct-  \ 
ing  therefrom  the  amount  of  the  certificate  which  he  j 
received.  j 

The  committee  would  be  gratified  if  they  could, 
consistently  with  duty,  recommend  the  relief  prayed 
for ;  but  they  feel  that  it  would  be  both  contrary  to 
law  and  to  policy.  The  case  is  barred  by  the  statute  ' 
of  limitations,  even  if  it  had  never  been  settled  ;  it  is 
■Jao,  according  to  legal  construction,  barred  by  the 
act  of  the  petitioner  himself.  The  acceptance  of  the 
certificate  for  five  years'  full  pay  discharged  the  obli-  | 
gallon  of  the  (jovernmenl  to  him.  He,  however,  ap- 
(»eals  to  the  magnanimity  and  liberality  of  Congress,  > 
and  urges  that  the  payments,  which  were  made  in 
depreciated  pap<>r,  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a  ful-  i 
fijment  of  the  promise  made  by  the  old  Congress  in 
their  resolve  of  the  22d  of  March,  1783  ;  but  in  this 
the  committee  are  of  a  difllerenl  opinion.  The  cer- 
tificate was  such  as  Congress  had  promised;  it  was 
such  as  the  other  public  creditors  received ;  it  was  all 
the  Government  could  give  ;  and,  however  much  it  is 
to  he  regretted  that  the  public  securities  of  that  time 
sutfered  a  depreciation,  yd  the  petitioner  is  not  more 
entitled  to  indemnity  for  that  depreciation  than  the 
number  of  other  persons  who  received  Government 
securities.  His  case  is  not  different  from  theirs,  and, 
therefore,  proves  the  impolicy  of  any  measure  which 
shall,  at  this  late  period,  attempt  such  indemnity. 

He   alludes   to   the   acts  of  some  of  the  States,  by  , 
which  the  depreciation  of  their   pay  was   made   up  to 
the   officers   and    soldiers,   and    grants   of  land  given  ; 
them,  and,  therefore,  thinks  his  claim  on  Congress  is 
etrenglhened.     These    the    commillec   suppose    were  \ 
acts  of  justice  or  generosity  on  the  part  of  such  Stales,  j 
and  are  certainly  highly  honorable  to  them  ;  but  nei- 
ther the  generosity  nor  justice  of  any  Slate  can  im- 
pose an  obligation  on    Congresb.     Congress   has   ful- 
filled its  promises  to  the  petitioner  ;  and  if  he  has  any 
claim.  It  is  not  here,  but  on  that  Government  which, 
from    past    experience,  will   be    ready   to   reward  his 
merits.     They,  therefore,  feci  bound  to  decide  against 
his  claim,  but,  wishing  not  to  prejudice  it,  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Rftoived,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  Con- 
vention betwe^-n  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  ratified  on  the  23J  day  of  December  last, 
was  taken  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

The  question  being  stated,  '■'  Shall  the  bill  be 
read  a  second  time  ?" — 

Mr.  Forsyth  briefly  stated  the  grounds  of  his 
hostility  to  the  bill.  He  considered  it  as  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  evade  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House.  Evasion,  he  said,  was 
sometimes  said  to  he  admissible  in  diplomacy, 
when  dangerous  or  difficult  questions  were  pre- 
sented for  consideration  ;  but  it  was  never  proper 
in  legislation.     The  bill  before  the  House,  he  said. 


was,  moreover,  not  an  act  to  repeal  certain  acts 
or  parts  of  acts,  but  a  mere  declaration  that  the 
laws  which  contravene  the  Treaty  are  of  no  ef- 
fect;  it  was  in  effect  a  declaration  ihaiaconren- 
tion  between  this  country  and  a  foreign  country 
does  ipto  facto  repeal  the  laws  of  the  land.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  question    being   stated    from    the  Chair: 
'Shall  the  bill  be  rejected?" 

Mr.  Stanford  expressed  his  dissent  to  this  pro- 
position, and  his  impression  that  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  was  in  effect  the  same  as  the  bill  now  be- 
fore this  House.  The  fifth  section  of  the  latter 
bill  was  in  nearly  the  same  terms  as  the  bill  from 
the  Senate.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to  a  rejec- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Forsyth  hoped  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table  would  not  prevail.  There  was  none 
of  that  similarity  between  the  two  bills  which 
was  supposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina. The  bill  from  the  Senate  proposed  a  de- 
claration by  Congress  merely  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  Treaty  on  existing  statutes;  whilst  the  bill 
under  debate  in  this  House  proposed  by  law  to 
repeal  those  statutes.  Mr.  F.  wished  to  throw  on 
the  Senate,  instead  of  taking  upon  the  members 
of  this  House,  the  responsibility  of  rejecting  the 
bill  of  this  House.  &,c. 

The  question  to  lay  the  bill  on  the   table  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  70  to  62. 

Mr.  Gold  opposed  the  proposition  to  reject  the 
bill, and  could  not  conceive  the  groundson  which 
the  charge  of  evasion  against  the  Senate  could  be 
sustained.     The  bill  from  the  Senate  being  deco- 
rous in  Its  form,  did  it  contemplate  a  proper  and 
legitimate  end  ?     It  did,  he  said,  and  tlierefore  ex- 
cluded the  grounds  of  the  imputation  thrown  on 
the  Senate  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.   Such 
an  imputation  ought  not  to  stand  on  slight  ground. 
I  It  touched  considerations  of  courtesy,  decorum, 
!  and  harmony,  between  different  parts  of  theGov- 
I  ernraent.     When  they  were  once  trespassed  on, 
I  no  one  could   safely  say  where  the  controversy 
I  would  end.     If  the  bill  from  the  Senate  contained 
anything  improper  or  disrespectful  to  this  House, 
the  course   now  proposed   might  be  proper;  but 
the  motion  was  a  strong  one,  and  went  to  preclude 
the  consideration  and    amendment    of  the   bill, 
should   it   require  it,  and,  in   his  opinion,  would 
hardly  comport  with   the  respect  due  from  one 
House  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Pickering  said,  be  had  voted  against  the 
bill's  lying  on  the  table,  and  he  should  vote  for 
the  rejection  ;  and  yet  he  preferred  it  to  the  bill 
now  before  the  House.  He  should  vote  for  the 
rejection  of  the  bill,  he  said,  because  he  conceived 
It  not  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  Treaty. 
He  preferred  it  greatly  to  the  other  bill,  because, 
being  only  declaratory  of  the  Treaty,  it  was  an 
admission  that  the  Treaty  was  valid,  and  could 
be  carried  into  effect  without  the  intervention  of 
this  House.  He  was  in  favor  of  rejecting  the  bill, 
however,  for  another  reason  than  that  it  was  ud- 
necessary;  not  because  he  did  not  feel  towards 
the  Srnaie  all  the  respect  due  to  them  ;  but  that 
he  hoped,  if  the  bill  were  rejected,  the  Senate 
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would,  witf.oui  hesitation,  reject  the  bill  of  this 
House,  as  fin  interference  with  their  exclusive 
power  to  njake  treaties. 

Mr.  RoaT  said,  he  did  not  see  in  the  bill  from 
the  Senatrf.  any  disposition  to  evade  the  great 
question  l^ely  under  debate  in  this  House;  but 
he  did  disc4^ver  a  direct  determination  of  the  sub- 
ject-raaiteijof  debate — a  declaration,  that  a  treaty 
IS  capable  \f  annulling  our  statute  laws.  It  is  a 
declarator>-act  throughout,  in  its  terms  as  well  as 
in  effect:  ihe  bill  runs,  "Beit  enacted  and  de- 
clared," &i.  The  Senate  by  their  bill  had.  he 
said  declared,  that  a  treaty,  after  being  ratified, 
and  its  rai'fications  exchanged,  does  repeal  the 
statute  lav^s  of  the  country.  The  body  which 
had  ralifiecfthe  Treaty  had  pronounced  that  their 
act  was  pafamouni  to  all  existing  laws  ;  this,  Mr. 
R.  said,  wa  -  contrary  to  his  opinion,  and  he  should 
therefore  vpte  for  the  rejection  of  their  bill. 

Mr.  Roi?ERT30N  wished  to  have  again  tried 
the  quesiicy  of  laying  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on 
the  table,  liit  the  Speaker  decided  such  a  motion 
not  now  tc?be  in  order.  Mr.  R.  then  remarked, 
that  this  w^s  a  question  of  much  importance,  and 
he  hoped  ri}  passion  would  intermingle  in  its  dis- 
cussion, oi'?  influence  the  decision  of  it,  which, 
whatever  \i  might  be,  ought  to  be  the  result  of 
cool,  delib<tate  consideration.  He  did  not  con- 
sider the  a^i  of  the  Senate,  in  sending  this  bill  to 
the  House)  as  indecorous,  but  as  a  proper  exer- 
cise of  theil  powers.  However,  it  again  brought 
up  the  while  question,  and,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  he  woold  concisely  examine  it.  I 
was  delighted,  said  Mr.  R..  with  the  eloquence  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pinkney.) 
I  was  pleajed  with  his  lucid  and  fair  manner  of 
meeting  tli;  question,  but  I  was  shocked  with  his 
principles.T  1  never  did  hear,  I  never  did  expect 
to  hear,  wjihin  these  walls,  principles  so  danger- 
ous as  iho!e  to  which  the  gentleman  has  boldly, 
I  was  ab<,'ul  to  say  daringly,  given  utterance. 
The  treats-making  power,  according  to  his  doc- 
trine, is  Without  limit;  it  is  without  restraint; 
prostrates"i)efore  it  all  the  rights  of  this  House, 
and  tram[Jes  under  foot  opinions  heretofore  held 
sacred.  Whatever  treaty,  of  whatever  kind,  fall 
within  thfli  powers  of  any  civilized  Government, 
it  is  competent  to  our  President  and  Senate  to 
form  ;  if  t^e  instrument  be  in  itself  complete,  if 
it  merely  iinnul  and  abrogate  laws,  this  House 
cannot  interfere;  thus  the  whole  of  our  statutes, 
the  entire  ^ode  of  our  laws,  lies  at  their  mercy, 
and  may,  frith  the  aid  of  any  foreign  sovereign 
who  will  inite  in  the  scheme,  be  forever  annihi 
lated.  Siieh  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
from  Mar;«land.  Whence  does  it  sp,.i,g  , 
has  it  beeri  supported?  Let  us  probe  ii  to  the 
bottom — l|t  us  examine  it  with  deliberation. 
Where  is  the  legislative  power  in  this  Govern- 
ment vestfd  by  the  Constitution  ?  This  is  the 
sole  and  i^raple  question  ;  if  it  be  not  the  only 
point  in  rtbntroversy,  then  my  lips  are  closed — 1 
have  noth^g  more  to  say.  It  the  President  and 
Senate  ca^^  make  treaties,  without  repealing  ex- 
isting ltw>\or  making  new  ones,  why  let  them  do 
so— let  iheln  treat,  and  treat,  and  treat;  they  will 
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not  alarm  my  fears  ;  I  shall  feel  no  concern.  There 
may  be,  for  anything  I  know  to  the  contrary, 
many  treaties  which  do  not  necessarily  include 
legisiation  ;  there  are  treaties  of  alliance,  triple 
and  quadruple,  treaties  of  neutrality,  partition, 
family  compacts,  ice;  give  ihem  up  these;  on 
these,  and  such  as  these,  they  may  exercise  their 
treaty-making  power.  But  let  them  not  legislate. 
There  are  bounds  to  this  authurity,  as  claimed  for 
ihem.  The  legislation  of  Congress  is  defined  and 
limited  by  the  Constitution,  but  treaty  legislation 
has  no  bounds.  The  President  and  Senate,  with 
the  aid  of  a  few  commissioners  and  a  foreign  sov- 
ereign, an  Emperor  or  a  King  of  France,  a  Lord 
Casilereagh,  or  any  other  despot,  may  govern  this 
people  without  check,  or  control,  or  responsibility. 
They  may — the  gentleman  from  Maryland  says 
they  can.  They  can  legislate,  although  all  legis- 
lative power  is  vested  in  Congress,  consisting  of 
a  House  of  Representatives,  Senate,  and  Presi- 
dent. They  may  regulate  commerce,  although 
the  right  to  regulate  commerce  is  given  to  Con- 
gress;  they  may  draw  money  from  the  Treasury 
by  law,  for  a  treaty  is  a  law.  Look  to  the  gene- 
ral powers  of  Congress ;  look  to  the  specified  ;  look 
to  the  limitations  imposed  upon  thai  body;  leave 
out  this  House,  substitute  a  foreign  Government; 
their  general  powers  are  usurped;  their  specified 
powers  taken  from  them  ;  the  limitations  imposed 
for  the  good  of  the  people  utterly  disregarded. 
The  President  and  Senate — let  them  not,  legis- 
late; it  is  the  proudest,  it  is  the  only  prerogative 
of  republicanism.  Legislation  and  representation 
in  free  Governments  go  hand  in  hand.  They  are 
not  representatives — they  are  not  responsible. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  they  are 
more  responsible  than  members  of  this  House. 
How  stands  the  fact?  The  President  is  elected 
for  four  years,  the  members  of  this  House  for 
two  ;  but  as,  under  the  practice  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate  serves  but 
two  terms,  the  last  is  without  a  shadow  of  respon- 
sibility ;  he  does  not  present  himself  at  the  bar  of 
the  public,  to  receive  sentence  of  approval  or  con- 
demnation. But  the  President  is  liable  to  im- 
peachment. Indeed!  impeachment?  Yes,  to  be 
tried  by  that  very  body  who  advised  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  instrument;  to  be  tried  by  his  accom- 
plices !  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  if  he 
would  make  himself  laughed  at  by  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  community,  by  bringing 
about  so  futile  and  farcical  an  exhibition  ?  We 
see,  then,  the  responsibility  of  the  President;  let 
us  examine  that  of  his  compeers.  The  Senators 
are  appointed  for  six  years;  not  by  the  people,  but 
by  some  dozens  of  individuals  who  form  the  State 
Legislatures;  they  are  not  impeachable,  if  that 
were  in  this  case  of  any  importance,  neither  are 
they  amenable  to  censure,  because  they  transact 
their  Executive  business  with  closed  doors;  they 
act  in  private.  No  one  knows  how  any  Senator 
votes,  he  is  the  sole  depositary  of  his  own  secret 
— he  votes  and  speaks  as  his  caprice,  his  interests, 
or  his  judgment  dictates — he  fears  no  punishment, 
for  his  course  is  hidden  ;  his  Executive  powers 
are  exerted  in  conclave — mark  the  word,  Execu- 


597 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


598 


Janoary,  1816. 


Commerce  with  Great  Britain, 


H.  ofR. 


tive  powers— would  it  be  believed,  that  in  the 
United  States  of  America  laws  were  repealed  and 
enacted  in  the  exercise  of  Executive  business  ? 
Why,  what  an  anomaly  is  this  Executive-legis- 
lative management  I 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  goes  the  full 
length.  If  the  treaty  merely  repeals  laws,  if  it 
require  not  the  aid  ot  this  House,  the  instrument 
is  complete— the  deed  is  done  ;  but  if,  and  accord- 
ing to  his  doctrine  it  can  never  happen,  it  requires 
some  act  of  ours  ;  then  we  have  no  discretion,  we 
receive  orders  and  must  obey,  if.  after  the  stabs 
inflicted  on  this  body,  animation  still  exist.  The 
gentleman  tells  you  to  raise  your  suicidal  arm  and 
perpetrate  self-murder!  worse,  your  parricidal 
arm,  and  plunge  a  dagger  in  the  bo«:om  of  your 
country,  for  the  Republic  no  more  survives  !  It 
contains  not  one  single  feature  to  distinguish  it 
Irom  the  despotisms  of  Europe.  If  this  doctrine 
prevail,  and  that  equally  abominable  principle 
which  authorizes  the  judges  to  declare  the  little 
remnant  of  your  legislation  null  and  void,  be- 
cause, in  their  opinion,  unconstitutionally  exer- 
cised ;  hemmed  in  thus  by  the  Executive  and  the 
Judiciary,  there  is  no  further  use  for  this  assem- 
bly. If  the  Legislature,  the  pre-eminent  authority 
in  all  free  Governments,  be  thus  blocked  up,  thus 
circumvented,  and  that,  too,  by  comparatively  in- 
significant departments — departments  inferior,  su- 
bordinate, ministerial,  then  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  thai  I  should  not  regret  the  flames  that 
blazed  around  that  once  splendid  edifice  now  in 
view,  nor  that  a  similar  fate  should  befall  this 
humble  building  in  which  we  this  day  are  met; 
for  one,  I  would  not  disgrace  myself  by  holding 
a  seal  in  this  degraded  and  miserable  body. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  contends,  that 
whatever  treaty  may  be  made  by  any  Power  on 
earth  may  be  made  by  our  President  and  Senate  ; 
that  when  made  it  becomes  the  law  of  the  land  ; 
that  in  this  respect  their  power  is  universal  and 
unlimited.     In  what  respect?    In  making  treaties 
which  are  the  laws  of  the  land  :  in  other  words, 
that  the  President  and  Senate  can  make  laws  of 
the  land  on  all  subjects,  and  that,  too,  without 
limitation.     Surely   nothing   more   is   necessary 
than  to  state  such  doctrines  to  make  them  uni- 
versally abhorred.     But  to  deny  their  truth,  is, 
according  to  the  gentleman,  to  produce  the  most 
extravagant  anomaly  imaginable  in  the  Constitu- 
tion.    Is  it  not  rendering  the  Constitution  of  the 
United   States  a  more  extravagant  anomaly   to 
strip  the  Legislature  of  the  right  to  legislate,  and 
transfer  the  law-making  power  to  the  Executive  ? 
If  one  must  yield;  if  the  President  and  Senate 
must  be  retrenched  in  their  treaty-making  power, 
or  Congress  deprived  of  the   right   to  legislate, 
then  is  there  no  room  for  hesitation.     Difficulties 
in   rejrard   to   intercourse  with   foreign   Govern- 
ments  can   only  embruii  us  with  them;  but  an 
interference  with  the  rights  and  duties  of  Con- 
gress prostrates  the  only  barrier  between  the  peo- 
ple and  despotism,  and  embroils  them  with  each 
other.     Let  us  preserve  the  Union,  the  Constitu- 
tion,  principles  of  republicanism,  and  the  priv- 
ileges of  this  House  ;  let  us  guard  against  the  in- 


troduction of  slavish  and  European  notions  of  Ex- 
ecutive supremacy,  and  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  hostility  of  a  world  in  arms.     But  who 
are  they  whom  we  behold  in  array,  supporting 
the  extravagant  pretensions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  ?     Wliat  a   singular  phenomenon 
they  exhibit  :  we  find   them   ranged   against  the 
body  of  which   they  form  a  part;  we  find  them 
voluntarily  surrendering  up  the  essential  princi- 
ple of  their  existence,  and  that,  too,  in  favor  of  a 
jealous  and   a  rival  department;  while  the  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate,  in  all  Governments  suffici- 
ently disposed   to  claim  the  full  measure  of  his 
prerogative,  himself  admits  the  power  properly  to 
belong  to  those  by  whom  it  is  thus  so  unaccount- 
ably abandoned.     I  assert,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  does  not  believe,  with  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Maryland,  that  a  treaty  can  repeal 
or  enact  a  law.  and  I  proceed  now  to  prove  it. 
In  a  letter  dated  July  27,  1812,  from  Mr.  Monroe, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Russell,  we  find 
the  following  remarks:  "As  an  inducement  to 
'  the  British  Government  to  discontinue  the  prac- 
tice of  impressment  from  our  vessels,  by  which 


'  alone  our  seamen  can  be  made  secure,  you  are 
'  authorized  to  stipulate  a  prohibition,  by  law,  to 
'  be  reciprocal,  of  the  employment  of  British  sea- 
*  men  in  the  public  or  commercial  service  of  the 
'  United  States.     A  stipulation  to  prohibit  by  law 
'  the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  the  ser- 
'  vice  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be  understood  in 
'  the  sense  and  spirit  of  our  Constitution.     The 
■  passage  of  such  a  law  must  depend  of  course  on 
'  Congress,  who  it  might  reasonably  be  presumed 
'  would  give  eflect  to  it."     Can  language  be  more 
explicit;  the  renunciation  of  the  power  ascribed 
to  the  Executive  more  full?     Compare  it  with 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland? 
According  to  him  the  treaty  might  have  itself  re- 
pealed, instead  of  stipulating  that  Congress  should 
repeal    the  law  in   question.     There    are    many 
other   instances  of  a  similar  kind;  but  one,  as 
clear  and  complete  as  the  present,  is  of  as  much 
value  as  one  thousand.     Let  it  be  observed,  too, 
that  this  IS  not  strictly  a  commercial  affair;  and 
how,   if  it  were  not   competent   to    the   treaty- 
making  power  to  act  independently  of  Congress  in 
this  case,  shall  it  be  contended  it  can  act  inde- 
pendently of  that  body,  in  commercial  questions, 
notwithstanding   the  Constitution  gives  to  Con- 
gress the   power   to   regulate  commerce?     The 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman,  properly  understood, 
amounts  to  what  I  have  already  stated — an  exclu- 
sive right  in   the  President  and  Senate  to  legis- 
late for  this  nation  in   all  cases;   it  is  neither 
more  nor  less,   nor  can  ingenuity  give  to  it  any 
other  meaning.     And  why  should  this  enormous 
this  overwhelming  power  be  yielded?     Cannot 
the  provision  of  any  treaty  be  declared  by  law? 
Will  not  reciprocal  legislation  between  independ- 
ent nations  supply  the  place  of  treaties?    Might 
not  a  law  contain  all  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention which  has  given   rise  to   this  debate? 
Might  It  not,  do  I  say  ?     Look  at  the  law  passed 
at  the  last  session  by  the  proper  authority,  it  is 
merely   re-echoid  by  this  treaty;  a  law  of  the 
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British  Girrernment  mating  that  of  ours,  would 
have  answered  precisely  ihe  purposes  of  their  in- 
strument ;--aad  the  same  may  be  said  of  all  trea- 
ties. Why,  if  Congress  cannot  regulate  com- 
merce, wat  the  power  given  ?  Why  acted  upon  7 
Why  the  iict  to  which  I  have  referred?  The 
conduct  ofthis  House  may  be  accounted  for  easily 
enough.  We  deem  the  subject  placed  in  part 
under  our^ontrol ;  but  why  did  the  Senate  legis- 
late? Wh^  did  they  originate  the  act?  Did  they 
then  think^that  commerce  could  not  be  regulated 
but  by  ihejihree  branches?  Was  the  act  an  usur- 
pation ofjthe  treaty-making  power?  It  com- 
menced wi^h  themselves.  Was  it  superfluous,  or 
insufficien;;?  Surely  that  body  will  make  no  such 
admission.) 

The  Ho^se  of  Representatives  contends  for  no 
exclusive  authority;  it  contends  for  such  a  par- 
ticipation ijn  the  Government  as  is  assigned  to  it 
by  the  Coijstituiion.  Treaties  may  be  made  by 
legislation)  but  legislation  must  not  exist  through 
treaties.  'J'be  right  which  we  assert  cannot  be 
productive,  of  irremediable  inconvenience.  The 
power  con'ended  for  by  the  Senate,  and  their  ad- 
vocates, subverts  the  very  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernmeni — <otally  changes  its  character,  and  estab- 
lishes ranl(  and  unqualified  despotism. 

The  detiiie  now  took  the  general  form  of  that 
which  ha(J  occupied  the  House  for  several  days. 

The  paj>age  of  the  bill  which  originated  in  this 
House  waj  successively  advocated  by  Mr.  Rob- 
ertson, Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr.  Sharpe,  in  speeches 
of  considefable  length  and  strength  of  argument ; 
and  the  (Xher  side  of  the  question  was  in  like 
manner  su>tained  by  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  WflpGHT  spoke  as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker.  I 
must  begithe  indulgence  of  the  House,  while  I 
deliver  m^  opinion  on  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration i  not,  sir,  because  of  the  effect  of  the 
bill — for  u  effects  nothing  but  the  affectation  of 
continuing  a  treaty  already  proclaimed  the  su- 
preme lav»of  the  land — but  because  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  ecideavor  to  keep  the  respective  depart- 
ments of  he  Government  within  the  limits  pre- 
scribed to  ;hem  by  the  Constitution;  nor  could  I 
suffer  eve?  my  own  impressions  of  expediency, 
much  lessjthat  of  others,  to  operate  on  my  mind 
in  the  consideration  of  a  Constitutional  question. 
Sir,  we  aw  not  sitting  to  frame,  but  to  execute 
Ibe  instrur/ient.  agreeably  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  ^f  the  framers  of  it.  by  which  every 
honorable  fuan  must  feel  himself  bound  as  in  the 
conslrucUi^n  of  any  other  compact. 

Sir,  this, Constitution  must  be  considered,  as  it 
was  made,<a  compact  among  the  several  States, 
and  Its  vai^ous  provisions,  as  they  may  operate  in 
favor  of  tfie  larger  or  smaller  States,  as  mutual 
concessionji  and  compromises,  for  the  vast  advan- 
tages gainyd  by  the  whole  United  States  by  their 
confederation  in  one  Government. 

It  is  an  ipsirunient  that  has  passed  the  Rubicon, 
and  been  prdealed  by  the  scrupulous  investiga- 
tion of  its  inerits  in  the  convention  of  the  Slates 
that  raiifiefl  it ;  and,  sir.  could  I  believe  in  politi- 
cal inspiraition.  I  should  readily  ascribe  its  per- 
fections tolthat  influence.     By  the  second  article 


second  section  of  the  Constitution,  "thePreti- 
'  dent  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice 
'  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  pro- 
vided two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  con- 
'  cur,-'  and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
Ambassadors,  <i.c.  By  virtue  of  this  power,  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concurring,  made  and  ratified  this  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  the 
President  has  caused  the  same  to  be  promulgated 
by  proclamation  ;  after  which,  it  is  now  proposed 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  bill  under  consideration. 
And  it  IS  contended  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
that,  as  by  the  first  article,  eighth  section,  it  is 
provided.  "  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes;"  that,  therefore,  they  have  a  controlling 
power  over  any  treaty  relating  to  commerce  with 
foreign  nations. 

Sir.  the  treaty-making  power  is  a  sovereign 
power;  in  Europe  their  Kings  enjoy  it  without 
control  ;  here  it  is  vested  in  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  Senate  represented  the  sovereiwoty 
of  the  States;  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
like  all  sovereignties,  are  equal,  and.  of  course, 
correctly  equally  represented.  The  renowned 
Emperor  of  Russia  possesses  no  greater  degree  of 
sovereignty  over  his  vast  extended  empire,  than 
the  ruler  of  the  most  petty  Power  of  Europe  over 
his  dominions.  Thi*  equality  of  power  in  the 
States  in  the  Senate,  was  intended  to  secure  the 
sovereign  rights  of  the  smaller  States  from  the 
oppression  of  the  larger,  and  was  one  of  the  com- 
promises before  alluded  to;  and  I  h^ve  no  doubt 
the  vote  on  this  question  will  test  the  necessity  of 
provision,  and  the  justness  of  the  jealousy  of  the 
small  States,  and  the  propriety  of  guarding  them 
in  the  Senate,  from  the  overwhelming  power  of 
the  large  States  on  this  floor,  where  four  States 
can  control  the  Union,  and  who  are  now  endea- 
voring to  invest  themselves  with  a  concurrent 
power  with  the  Senate  in  the  formation  of  com- 
mercial treaties. 

Sir,  while  I  shall  advocate  the  exclusive  power 
of  the  President  and  Senate  to  make  commer- 
cial treaties  in  manner  and  form,  as  they  have  in 
this  case  exercised  it,  1  shall  not  deny  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes.  The  treaty-making  power  re- 
lates to  international  subjects.  Treaties  are  com- 
pacts between  Sovereign  and  Sovereign,  relying 
for  their  execution  on  the  good  faith  of  the  con- 
tracting Powers.  Laws  are  rules  of  conduct 
prescribed  by  the  legislative  power  for  the  gov- 
ernment  of  the  citizen— are  national  acts,  to  be 
enlorced  by  pains  and  penalties,  and  executed  by 
municipal  authority.  The  treaty  making  power 
then  necessarily  relates  to  the  interest  of  two 
Powers,  and  must  relate  to  international  subjecU. 
The  legislative  power  can  relate  only  to  subjects 
national  and  municipal,  and  be  executed  by  the 
officers  of  the  Government,   whose  jurisdiction 
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is  bounded  by  all  the  United  States;  hence  re-  on  American  ships  and  goods,  in  Great  Britain, 
suits  the  impracticability  of  legislating  interna-  ^  should  be  given  to  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
tionally,  or  of  treating  nationally.  No  nation  ,  the  right  to  fix  the  remuneration  should  be  given 
can  treat  with  itself,  or  legislate  for  another  na- j  to  the  legislative  power?  I  presume  no  man 
tion.  Congress  cannot  appoint  Ministers  to  treat,  I  will  ascribe  to  the  framers  of  that  instrument 
nor  can  she  treat  as  a  Congres.s ;  but  Congress  j  so  improbable  an  intention,  that  one  power  be 
can  and  must  regulate  commerce,  by  fixing  the  intrusted  with  fixing  the  quid,  and  the  other 
tariff  of  imposts,  the  rate  of  tonnage,  and  the  j  power  wilh  fixing  the  quo — such  a  distribution 
allowance  for  drawbacks.  This  they  have  done,  of  power  would  be  contrary  to  all  manner  of 
and  this  they  alone  have  the  power  of  doing,    experience.     I    cannot   conceive  that   any   hon- 


The  treaty-making  power  have  the  right,  by 
treaty,  to  stipulate  with  a  foreign  Power,  that 
the  same  regulations  of  impost  and  tonnage,  and 
of  drawbacks,  which  Congress  have  or  may  im- 
pose on  ships  and  goods,  the  property  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States,  coming  into  our 
ports,  should  be  imposed  on  the  ships  and  goods 
of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  if  they  shall 
enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  provided 
they  will  make  the  like  stipulations  in  favor  of 
our  ships  and  goods,  entering  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain.  If  there  be  no  commercial  treaty  with 
the  Power,  whose  ships  and  goods  shall  enter  the 
ports  of  ttie  United  Slates,  the  regulations  of 
imposts  and  tonnage,  made  by  Congress,  must  be 
the  rule  by  which  such  ships  and  goods  must  be 
governed,  and  be  collected  by  the  officers  of  the 
United  Stales,  appointed  for  that  purpose.  But. 
if  a  compact,  international,  is  made,  giving  to 
each  other  the  right  to  import  into  the  ports  of 
each  other,  upon  the  same  terms  that  their  own 


orable  man  can  entertain  such  opinions,  unless 
he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  prostrate  the  treaty- 
making  power  at  the  shrine  of  the  Legislature. 
It  has  been  shown  that  the  treaty-making  power 
has  been  expressly  given  to  the  President  and 
Senate,  and  it  will  be  found  in  that  profound  and 
enlightened  treatise  in  the  Constitution,  ITie 
Federalist,  2d  vol.  p.  201,  "  that  the  power  to 
'  make  treaties  is  an  important  one,  especially  as 
•  it  relates  to  war,  peace,  and  commerce,  and  that 
'  it  is  expressly  given  to  the  President,  by  and 
'with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;" 
and  in  2d  vol.  p.  275,  "  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ought  to  have  no  power  in  the  for- 
mation of  treaties."  Then  the  instrument  was 
before  the  people,  and  then,  with  these  explana- 
tions of  the  intent  of  the  instrument,  it  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  convention  of  the  State^.  and  rati- 
fied understandingly,  with  this  exposition,  prov- 
ing affirmatively,  that  the  President  and  Senate 
had  the  power  to  make  treaties  and  negotiate; 
ships  and  goods  enjoy,  and  that  compact  be  made  i  that  the  House  of  Representatives  had  nothing 
by  the  treaty-making  Power,  giving  a  reciprocal  i  to  do  with  treaties.  Sir,  however  plausible  the 
benefit  to  the  contracting  parties,  it  must  be  ob-  '  arguments  of  gentlemen  contending  for  this 
ligatory,  or  there  can  be  no  power  to  treat.  I  \  legislative  power  raiy  seem  to  be,  yet  1  trust, 
ask,  if  the  treaty-making  power  agrees  with  when  the  exposition  of  the  Constitution,  which  I 
Great  Britain,  that  the  same  impost  and  tonnage  |  have  had  the  honor  to  submit,  comes  to  beclear- 
which  Great  Britain  imposes  on  her  own  ships  ;  ly  considered,  and  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
and  tonnage,  coming  within  the  ports  of  Great  j  the  legislative  power,  duly  examined  and  corn- 
Britain,  shall  also  be  imposed  on  the  ships  and  ;  pared,  they  will  be  found  perfectly  consistent 
goods    of  the    United    States,    entering    British  i  wilh  each  oilier,  and  each  to  revolve  on  its  own 


ports;  whether  that  treaty  is  not  binding  on  the 
United  States,  and  whettier  Congress  can.  by 
any  law,  interfere  with  such  compact,  and  whe- 
ther such  international  act  was  ever  intendeJ  to 
be  considered  as  one  of  the  powers  of  Congress 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations;  and 
can  It  be  that  the  treaty-making  power  can  make 
such  compact  with  England,  clearly  within  the 
exclusive  treaty-making  power  ;  and  not  be  au- 
thorized to  give  the  like  privilege  to  British  ships 
and  goods,  as  the  remuneratioa  for  their  grant  in 
the  treaty  to  our  ships  and  goods?  Can  it  be 
that  the  framers  of  the  Cunsiitulion  intended  to 
authorize  the  treaty-making  power  to  make  a 
compact  with  a  foreign  Power,  for  comruercial 
benefits,  and  restrain  the  treaty-making  power 
from  remunerating  such  Power  for  such  bene- 
fits? I  presume  not,  and  if  the  stipulation  shall 
be,  that  the  same  exact  commercial  advantages 
shall  be  enjoyed  by  Great  Britain  in  America,  as 
Great  Britain  extends  to  America  in  Eoglaod, 
can  any  man   doubt  that   such   compact  is  just. 


Constitutional  axis,  and  within  its  own  orbit, 
without  crossing  in  any  manner  the  orbit  of  the 
other. 

Yet,  sir,  notwithstanding  this  plain  exposition 
of  the  powers  to  legislate  and  to  treat,  and  the 
distinct  demarcation  of  their  Constitutional  lim- 
its, the  impracticability  of  treating  on  legislative 
subjects,  or  of  legislating  on  the  subjects  of 
treaties,  we  are  called  on  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Sharpe)  to  recollect 
that  we  are  treading  on  hallowed  ground,  that 
we  had  recently  taken  our  oath  lo  preserve  the 
Constitution,  which  the  exercise  of  the  treaty- 
making  power  by  the  President  and  Senate, 
without  the  concurrence  o(  Congress  will,  in  his 
judgment,  violate. 

Sir,  without  intending  in  any  manner  to  ques- 
tion thai  honorable  gentleman's  regard  to  that 
instrument,  or  to  arraign  hira  for  its  violations, 
but  only  to  rescue  myself  from  his  unkind  impu- 
tation, I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  in  ciung  the 
opinions  of  that   patriot  General  Washiwqton 


Constitutional,  and  conclusive?  Can  it  be  that  |  on  this  subject,  who  presided  in  the  convention 
the  right  to  stipulate  what  should  be  the  inter-  |  that  framed  the  instrument,  and  witnessed  every 
natiooal  regulation  of  the  imposts  and  tonna^act  taken  in  that  body  to  perfect  it,  and  perfectly 
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underslood  t.^e  true  intent  and  meaning  of  every 

I  provision  an^l  section  of  it.     He,  sir.  as  Presi- 

5  dent,  having|sworn  to  preserve  this  Constitution, 

""at  the  lime  <)f  Jay's   raenaorable   treaty,  alntiosl 

:*conteraporar;eously  with  the  maiiing  of'the  Con- 

jjstiiution,  and  when  the  subject  must  have  been 

^freshen  his  i^^collection,  expressly  refused  to  fur- 

ADish    the    Hj|iuse    of    Representatives    with   the 

Ifpapers  developing  the  naerits  of  that  treaty,  over 

^which.   he  alleged,  they  had   no  control,  and  in 

'  which  they  i^d  ne  Constitutional  agency  ;  whose 

•  •opinion  on   ^is  Constitutional  question  I  quote 

|.  with  as  perfrct  con6dence  of  its  constitutional- 

«»ity,  as  I  shoi^ld  quote    Coke  Littleton  in  a  court 

^•of  common  l^w  on  a  common  law  question.  Yes, 

f  Vsir,  and  was  {  to  be  arraigned  even  in  Heaven,  on 

tjthe  charge  o(  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  for 

-violating  ih^   instrument,  was  it  admissible   to 

•  produce   ihe'opinion   of   that    virtuous  and   en- 

iiightened  sitSesman,  I  could  have  no  doubt  that 

•It  would  be  l)igh!y  respected  there,  where  I  con- 

jfidenlly  hop-i  his  spirit  is  a  sainted  inhabitant. 

The    genjeman    from    Virginia    (Mr.    Ran- 

^tDOLPH)    has.;  expressed  great    surprise    that    the 

vjgenileman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calqoun) 

CJshould    havnj.  said,  -that   the  act   repealing  the 

Vitreaty  with  i-Vance  was  a  judicial  act."     It  cer- 

'trinly  was   ^  judgment   entered   up  by  Congress 

: against  France, '•  that  she  bad  violated  that  treaty, 

Jand  that  theieby  the  United  States  were  absolved 

i^and  dischar^d  from  all  its  obligations."     Jt  re- 

:,lated  to  a  foiiigu  Power,  was  international  in  its 

;iobject.  and  pot  legislative  in  its  character.     He 

jrepeztedly   ai*ked,    what?    a    ''judicial   act"— a 

!.•' judicial  acj!"     He  .said    he    had   never  before 

;■;  heard  that  a^^t  called  a  judicial  act,  but  quaintly 

I  remarked  th^t  he  had  frequently  heard  the  act 

^>declaring  ih*  late  war  said  to  be  not  a  "judicious 

^jact.''     Ol  th^t,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt,  although  the 

^very  rumor  yf  that  war  produced  the  repeal  of 

Stbe  Orders  iij  Council,  and  the  war  itself  libera- 

"  all  our  impressed  seamen,  and  restored  thou- 

ds  of  the;iative  sons  of  America  to  the  bosom 


■    ! 
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%.ted  all 

r-  san 

i^of  their  cou|itry  and   their   fnend.s,  who,  by  im 
>fpressment,   ^ad    been   long   laboring   under  the 
most   ipnorafnious  bondage.     Nor.  sir,  have  I  a 
^  doubt,  that  il  the  honorable  gentleman'wiU  trace 
'.the  gentry  nihom  he  has  heard  making  that  de- 
|claration  ba.;^  to  the  war  of  our  glorious  Revo- 
1,'lutiou,  he  w.**!   find  many  of  them   or  their  pro- 
j^genitors  whci declared  even  that  war  notajudi- 
Jjcious  act,  although  it  effected   the  emancipation 
t'of  a    nation  »  and.    by  the   establishment    of  the 
rights  of  ma^  on  the  true  basis,  the  sovereignty 
^^of  the   peopi^,  will,  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped, 
jteffect  the  emancipation  of  a  world. 
^      The  saraeirgentleman,  in  reply  to  ray  honora- 
[^ble  colleague' (Mr.  Pinkney.)  when  speaking  of 
Hihe   security  .the    power    of    impeachment    had 
Ugiven,  that  thje  Senate  should  not  corruptly  vio- 
Slate  the  righi*i  and  interests  of  the  nation,  when 
in  the  exercije  of  the  treaty-making  power,  treats 
Ijhe   power   rjf  impeachment   with   great  levity 
Ipndeed;  thaipt   had  been   tried   in   case  of   Mr. 
iCaAsE  and  Mr.  Blount,  and  had    been  found 
^^wanting,  and"  had  convinced  him  that  there  wa^ki 

•i  ^ 

I 
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no  security  in  the  trial  by  impeachment,  and  of 
Its  perfect  inutility. 

Sir,  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  Senator  at  that 
time,  and  although  I  was  one  of  the  judges,  who 
differed  in  opinion  with  ray  associates,  who  ac- 
quitted Mr.  Chase.  I  ara,  in  justice  to  that  body, 
bound  to  declare,  that  it  was  the  most  dignified 
tribunal  I  had  ever  beheld,  although  a  constant 
attendant  on  courts  of  justice  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  The  awful  solemnity  of  that  trial 
has  been  universally  admitted,  and  has  acquired 
for  that  body  lasting  lame;  and  1  very  strongly 
incline  to  believe  that  although  Mr.  Cha.se  was 
acquitted,  that  the  awfulness  of  that  trial  has 
been  a  panacae  to  all  future  judicial  irregularities. 
Sir,  although  I  voted  on  several  of  the  articles  of 
impeachment  against  Mr.  Chase,  and  that  most 
conscientiously,  I  never  for  a  moment  doubted 
that  my  judicial  associates  who  voted  that  Mr. 
Chase  was  "  not  guilty,"  were  as  much  under 
the  influence  of  a  pure  conscience  as  myself, 
nor  was  I  for  a  moment  dissatisfied  with  my 
honorable  associates  who  acquitted  him.  And  I 
had  always  supposed  that  after  Mr.  Chase  had 
been  declared  by  that  tribunal,  on  so  full  and 
fair  a  trial,  "  not  guilty,"  that  that  record  would 
imply  the  absolute  verity  of  his  innocence,  and 
that  all  disinterested  men  would  feel  a  gratifica- 
tion that  Mr.  Chase,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
that  high  ofl5ce  by  a  Washington,  to  which  his 
legal  talents  had  so  pre-eminently  entitled  him, 
had  been  acquitted,  particularly  when  they  rec- 
ollected that  Mr.  Chase  had  been  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  patriots  of  ihe  American 
Revolution. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
and  myself,  in  that  trial,  acted  different  parts;  I, 
that  of  a  judge  who,  with  ray  associates,  was 
bound  to  decide  the  question  on  the  evidence  in 
the  case,  agreeably  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  and  to  respect  the  decision  as  the 
act  of  that  high  court  of  impeachment,  in  the 
discharge  of  a  most  solemn  duty.  He  acted  the 
part  of  a  prosecutor,  although  not  less  honorable 
to  himself,  yet  calculated  to  produce  different 
feelings,  particularly  as  he  introduced  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Chase,  he  felt  himself  in  a  certain 
degree  responsible  for  their  verification  ;  and  my 
votes  on  the  several  articles  of  impeachment 
are  his  surest  guarantee  that  I  have  never  felt 
the  slightest  disapprobation  of  his  conduct  in 
the  institution  of  that  prosecution,  although  I 
cannot  approbate  his  present  persecution. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  rose,  not  to  enter  into  the 
general  question,  which  had  been  so  fully  debated, 
but  to  express  his  views  of  the  question  before 
the  House.  He  had  great  objection,  he  said,  to 
the  proposed  rejection  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 
He  scarcely  could  conceive  a  case,  he  said,  ia 
which  the  rejection  of  a  bill  without  considera- 
tion would  be  proper.  If  rejected,  that  decision 
might  be  the  result  of  calm  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration, but  such  would  not  be  the  public  im- 
pression. The  Senate  might  also  in  turn  reject 
our  bill.  In  what  aspect  would  this  present  itself 
0  the  public   eye?    The  impression  might  be 


605 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


606 


Jahuart,  1816. 


Commerce  with  Great  Britain. 


H.orR. 


erroneous  ;  but  it  certainly  would  be,  that  temper 
rather  than  judgment  had  caused  these  decisions. 
Suppose  an  opposite  course  to  be  taken.  Sup- 
pose that  the  bill  now  under  consideration  should 
be  postponed  ;  and  that  the  House  should  calmly, 
temperately,  and  therefore  firmly— for  he  scarcely 
ever  had  known  a  proper  firmness  unconnected 
with  some  degree  of  temper — suppose  they  should 
thus,  after  having  examined  and  discussed  it,  pass 
the  bill  originally  reported  in  this  House,  and 
that  our  fears  should  be  realized  by  the  Senate's 
rejecting  it.  Suppose  this  House,  uninfluenced 
by  any  hasty  passion,  spleen,  or  false  delicacy, 
should  then  take  up  the  Senate's  bill,  amend  it 
so  as  to  resemble  the  other  one^  again  offer  il  to 
the  Senate  as,  in  the  opinion  ot  this  House,  that 
sort  of  bill  which  a  sound  exposition  of  the  Con- 
stitution requires  us  to  pass:  suppose,  even  the 
worst,  that  the  Senate  also  reject  this  bill.  The 
double  rejection  would  then  be  theirs;  and  no 
blame  of  haste  or  passion  could  be  attached  to  this 
House :  the  question  would  stand  on  its  own 
merits.  With  these  and  others  views,  Mr.  L. 
moved  to  postpone  the  bill  for  one  week. 

Mr.  FoB3YTH  said  he  found  himself  somewhat 
embarrassed  by  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  He  professed,  he  .>>aid,  in 
having  made  this  motion,  the  most  perfect  re- 
spect for  the  Senate ;  it  was  not  profession  merely, 
but  his  real  feeling.  The  motion  he  had  made  to 
reject  the  bill  had  proceeded,  not  from  any  sple- 
netic emotion,  but  from  a  perfect  conviction  that 
the  bill  under  consideration  in  this  House  ought 
to  pa.ss.  Mr.  F.  then  stated  various  difficulties 
which  would  result  from  sending  the  bill  of  this 
House  to  the  Senate,  whilst  the  Senate's  bill  was 
undecided  on.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina and  himself,  Mr.  F.  said,  had  the  same  ob- 
ject. Mr.  F.  had  no  desire  that  the  House  should 
be  governed  by  prejudices  or  hasty  emotions;  he 
had  a  desire,  that,  when  it  acted,  it  should  act  de- 
cisively. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  was  certainly  anxious 
that  the  bill  which  originated  in  this  House  should 
not  pass ;  but  he  was  equally  anxious  that  no  de- 
cision should  take  place  without  deliberation  and 
full  conviction.  As  he  wished  to  give  a  fair  op- 
ortunity  of  directly  meeting  the  question  which 
lad  been  debated,  he  should  vote  to  lay  the  Sen- 
ate's bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hanson  intimated  an  intention  to  move 
that  the  bill  should  be  indefinitely  postponed ;  and 
said  that  he  purposed  to  do  so,  not  L>ecause  he 
considered  (as  he  certainly  did)  that  the  HoUbe, 
in  the  measures  they  were  pursuing  with  respect 
to  the  British  convention,  were  deliberating  on 
an  act  of  usurpation — not  that,  in  the  motion  he 
should  offer,  or  in  the  vote  he  might  give,  he  in- 
tended to  reflect  upon  the  Senate — but  because 
he  was  convinced  that  the  House  possessed  no 
Constitutional  power  to  legislate  upon  the  instru- 
ment under  consideration.  And,  whatever  defi- 
ciency there  might  be  in  the  remarks  he  had  to 
offer,  he  promised  that  there  was  one  thing,  at 
least,  they  should  not  want — brevity. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  be  did  not  consider  the  sub- 
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ject  before  the  House  as  one  of  those  which  afford- 
ed gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  festooning  their 
eloquence,  embroidering  it  with  rhetorical  flour- 
ishes, or  swelling  it  beyond  its  natural  dimensions, 
with  extraneous  and  inapplicable  matter.  On  the 
contrary,  he  expected  that,  as  it  had  been  pressed 
before  the  House,  he  should  find  it  met  in  the 
way  that  great  Constitutional  lawyers  meet  great 
Constitutional  questions. 

Taking  the  business  then  in  this  way,  it  was 
first  for  their  consideration  whether  that  House 
constituted  a  part  of  the  treaty-making  power; 
when  they  had  decided  that,  as  inevitably  they 
must,  in  the  negative,  the  next  question,  was 
the  most  simple  imaginable — namely,  wher^the 
treaty-making  power  was  in  effect  lodged — not 
where  it  ought  to  be  lodged  ; — and,  on  this  point, 
they  miglit  be  at  once  relieved  from  all  further 
trouble  of  investigation  by  casting  their  eyes  upon 
the  Constitution,  which  vests  the  power  in  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  cautiously  and  providently  guards  it  by  a 
provision  that  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
should  concur.  And  this  clause,  he  said,  con- 
tained the  only  limitation  that  was  to  be  found 
attached  to  it  in  that  instrument.  It  was  impos- 
sible, he  said,  for  language  to  be  more  precise  or 
express  in  conveying  the  purposes  of  the  human 
mind,  or  for  words  to  be  more  unsusceptible  of 
doubt  or  misconstruction,  than  those  in  which 
this  clause  was  written:  'Shall  have  power  to 
make."  What, said  he, can  be  understood  by  ''to 
make,"  but  entirely  and  wholly  to  accomplish — 
to  render  perfect  and  complete — to  leave  no  part 
of  It  undone?  If  the  treaty,  then,  wanted  any 
part  of  the  process  appointed  by  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution,  even  for  its  completion,  it  could 
not  be  made.  But,  when  it  went  through  the 
Whole,  and  obtained  the  last  finishing — namely, 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate — 
then  it  was  made;  and  it  would  be  an  absurdity, 
in  terms,  to  say  that  more  was  necessary  to  its 
perfection.  This  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate  was  the  .safeguard  erected  by  the  Consti- 
tution, who  thought  It  sufficient  to  preserve  it 
against  every  abuse  ;  and  this  construction  of  it  is 
testified  by  innumerable  contemporaneous  author- 
ities, of  different  political  parties  and  sentiments. 
This  was  iheconsiruction  of  President  Washing- 
ton,  and  this  was  the  construction  of  the  several 
authors  of  The  Federalist. 

Genilemen  say  that  the  laws  of  Congress  are 
superior  to  this  power.  Mr.  H.  emphatically  dis- 
sented from  this  position.  The  Constitution  cre- 
ated the  two  distinct  branches  of  power,  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  and  by  one  and  the  same 
instrument — made  them  co-ordinate  and  co-ex- 
istent. By  the  law  of  the  land,  therefore,  the 
treaty-making  power  was  made  equal  in  these 
points — indeed,  even  paramount  to  the  other — for 
It  imparts  to  it  the  power  to  repeal  it.  "  All  trea- 
ties (says  the  Constitution)  are  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land."  From  the  moment  of  its  ratifica- 
tion and  promulgation,  therefore,  and  according 
to  President  Washington'^  construction,  this 
treaty  became  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  at  once. 
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Lod  p«rmit  rem  losay,  sir,  continued  Mr.  H.,  that  ' 
0  «t  was  considered,  and  this  by  the  Executive 
I  if  the  UnitediSlales,  which  may  be  readily  detn- 
/nstrated  by  tjie  development  of  a  fact — of  which 
I    have  been  informed,  which  I  do  firmly  believe 
.  0  be  true,  ano  with  which  in  all  probability  many 
eople,  perhaji^  even   here,  are  acquainted — and 
hat  IS,  that  Circular  letters  of  instruction  were 
dually  printed  and  prepared  to  be  sent  off  to  the  i 
ustom -house.'  officers  all  over  the  Union,  direct- 
ing ihem  to  Conform  to  the  nt-w  laws  and  regu- 
*aiions  create-1  by  the  treaty.     In  this  country  we 
bave  receiver  intelligence  that,  under  this  con- 
/iclion,   the  ionnage  on   Anaerican    vessels   had 
^en  reduced  jn  Great  Britain  ;  that,  by  an  Order 
'jn  Council,   that    benefit    has    been    attached    in  | 
{England  to  oor  commerce ;  and  that,  in  the  con- 
fidence placet]  in  our  fidelity,  our  trade  was  with- 
jj»ut   delay  exempted   from  duties,  so    that  there; 

K  vested  right  has  been  created  by  the  provisions 
f  the  treaty;     In  this  country  we  were  equally 
[hound  by  it  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  inso-  ! 
^]auch  that  ii  may  be  questioned  whether,  from  j 

She  moment  uf  the  promulgation  of  the  ratified 
reaty  by  the  President,  any  merchant  could  be  I 
lound  to  pay  the  late  duties.  ' 

,*    Sir,  "this  sp-ange  confusion, "—this  bootless  em-  | 
^arrassment-^like  many  other  diflSculties,  arises! 
^rora    geniienjen    carrying    their    party    feelings,  ! 
^beir  prejudiAes,  and  their  passions,  home  to  the  ' 
•Jonstitution.i    That  great  palladium  of  our  inde- 
pendence hai)  been  compared  to  that  miniature 
epresentatior  of  the  planetary  system  called  an 
^Jrrery,  in  which  each   planet  runs  its  own  little 
.yrbit  distinct,  from  those  of  the  others,  and  yet 
he  whole  is  harmonious  and  exact.     I  fear,  sir. 
hat  iheexpebmtnis  which  it  seems  to  be  so  much 
,he  temper  cS*  the  tunes  to  make,  will  ere  long 
jrick  ibis  harmony,  introduce  discord  in  its  stead! 
ind,  undfr  t|iat  celebrated  delusion  of  the  day. 
^avenled  by  ilr.  Redheffer—n  more  just  object  ol 
comparison  :lian  Lord  Orrery's  miniature  plan 
ftof  the  solar  si'stem. 

k1  Genilemerj  complain  that  the  Executive,  by 
P^his  act,  trenches  upon  the  Legislative  branch  of 
fHhe  Constiiulioo.  And  see,  sir,  what  at  the  same 
litime  they  themselves  aim  at  doing!     Under  the 

J[^-would  take  ^^pon   them,  by  a   bare  majority  ol 


ley  thimselves 
power  vestej  in  them  by  the  Constitution,  the 
resident  an4  S^rnaie  make  a  treaty  ;  and  because 
appropriatiot;s  may  be  requisite,  not  so  much  to 
hexecute  it,  as;jn  consequence  of  its  execution,  they 


_  ihis  House— ;perbaps  of  but  one — to  defeat  that 
^whole  ConM'jtulional  branch,  (the  treaty-making 
|?power.)  assuiniog,  on  patriotic  pretences,  to  ele- 
>fvate  themseJvcs  above  it.  Would  it  not  be  a 
Qjros?  anomaJy,  sir,  if  the  Constitutional  act  of  the 
n^resident  acjj  the  Senate — that,  too,  not  of  the 
i/Senaie  volirir  as  in  ordinary  by  a  bare  majority 
Qof  perhaps  ofie,  but  by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate 
Ijlgainst  the  |ither  third — should  be  annulled  by 
Cthis  branch  (/  the  Legislature  ?  Shall  it  be  said, 
^^that,  because*  the  execution  of  this  treaty  might 
iirequire  an  appropriation  of  money — suppose  to 
k'pny  iheir  salifrien  to  the  commissioners  employed 
Nto  ruu  oarnfejir  British  line,  and  genilemeD  should 


take  it  in  their  heads  to  dislike  that  provision 

that  therefore  this  House  can,  on  that  miserable 
pretext,  nullify  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
thereby  strip  our  Government  of  the  most  essen- 
tial article  of  self-preservation — I  say.  sir.  telf- 
preservation,  because,  what  has  been  done  may 
be  done  again  ?  And  suppose  England,  liberated 
from  her  European  struggles,  and  again  at  war 
with  us;  her  hordes  of  soldiers  landed  on  our 
shore;  our  Capitol  taken  and  burnt;  our  cities 
sacked,  beggared,  and  in  possession  of  the  enemy  : 
our  once  opulent  people,  and  the  repositories  of 
their  wealth — the  banks — not  on  the  verge  merely, 
but  tumbling  into  the  very  gulf  of  bankruptcy — 
to  what  refuge  should  our  Government  resort  to 
save  all  that  was  not  already  in  the  enemy's 
hands,  when  that  sacred  part  of  our  Government, 
the  power  of  treating,  was  destroyed,  or  lodged 
nowherel  Or.  suppose  all  that  portion  of  the 
country  included  between  Massachusetts  and  lh« 
British  possessions  were  in  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my, and  by  our  Ministers  at  Ghent  treating  on 
the  basis  ot  the  uti potsicUli^  so  much  of  our  coun- 
try was  shifted  over  to  Britain  by  treaty,  would 
this  House  be  competent  to  legislate  forCastine? 
No.  We  might  declare  war  against  and  endea- 
vor to  fight  for  it,  if  we  could,  but  we  could  not 
legislate  away  the  treaty. 

Sir,  the  radical  error  in  this  measure,  and  all 
the  difficulties  that  hang  over  the  proceeding, 
arise  from  a  fond  indulgence  of  the  fancy  in  ex- 
treme cases — cases  that  can  never,  without  a  vio- 
lation of  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  exist — 
from  supposing  the  Executive  capable  of  acts 
compounded  with  madness,  folly,  and  baseness; 
and  from  supposing  it  and  two-thirds  of  the  Sen- 
ate rank,  corrupt,  and  profligate  beyond  example. 
But,  sir.  if  these  things  even  did  occur,  the  na- 
tional occasion  would  provide  for  itself.  On  the 
whole,  sir,  1  consider  the  interference  of  this 
House  with  the  treaty-making  power  an  usurpa- 
tion ;  that  It  would  be  unjustifiable  in  us  to  legis- 
late upon  it;  that  the  treaty  is  capable  of  exe- 
cuting itself;  and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
any  law  whatever  to  be  enacted  in  respect  to  it. 

On  these  grounds,  sir,  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  LowNOES,  having  further  expre&»ed  his 
anxiety  to  avoid  a  direct  rejection  of  the  Senate's 
bill,  varied  his  motion  so  as  to  supersede  Mr. 
Hanson's,  moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Which  motion  was  then  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative without  a  division. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
their  bill  on  the  subject,  being  a  bill  "  to  regulate 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  according  to 
the  Convention  of  Commerce,"  dec. ;  and  theques- 
tion  still  being  'Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

.Mr.  Stanford  said,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
make  his  acknowledgments  to  the  House,  if  the 
adjournment  of  yesterday  evening  was  to  afford 
hirn  ihe  opportunity  of  making  the  Jew  remarks 
he  had  intended  to  make  before  the  question  was 
taken.  He,  however,  bad  no  wish  to  consume 
but  a  few  minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House,  and 
hoped  that  be  would  not  then  do  it. 
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He  said,  he  was  an  old  member,  and  on  the 
question  before  the  House,  as  gentlemen  debated 
It,  stood  committed  as  to  the  course  he  should  take, 
and,  under  like  circumstances,  should  still  feel  it 
his  duty  to  take ;  but  in  his  jud::ment  the  bill  before 
them  did  not  involve  the  old  question,  whether 
liiis  House  had.  or  bad  not  the  power,  in  certain 
cases,  to  give  effect  to  a  treaty.  Such  cases  might 
exist,  and  might  well  be  supposed  to  exist,  where 
appropriations  were  called  for,  or  where  regula- 
tions became  necessary,  growing  out  of  legislative 
power  to  give  effect  to  a  treaty,  as  in  the  case  of 
acquiring  territory — or  where  the  treaty  itself 
should  stipulate  for  some  legislative  provision  in 
fulfilment  of  its  views.  In  such  cases  he  held  it. 
he  said,  that  the  House  had  not  only  the  power 
to  legislate  to  give  effect  to  such  treaty,  under  its 
own  discretion,  but,  under  the  same  discretion,  to 
refuse  to  legislate,  and  defeat  the  ends  of  such 
treaty.  Any  other  doctrine,  he  contended,  would 
lead  to  the  absurdity  of  legislation,  without  the 
right  to  deliberate;  or  to  that  of  voting  without 
the  right  to  judge  whether  the  measure  was.  or 
was  not,  for  the  public  good. 

Although,  therefore,  he  did  not  believe  the 
Constitution  gave,  or  was  intended  to  give  any 
direct  share  in  the  treaty-making  power,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  yet  that  it  held  an  in- 
direct control  over  a  certain  class  of  treaties,  he 
could  not  be  brought  to  doubt.  He  meant,  to  be  I 
sure,  such  treaties,  and  such  only,  as  those  to  { 
whose  provisions  legislation  became  inlispensa- 
ble — as  without  the  passage  of  some  law  of  Con- 
gress, they  could  not  go  into  effect;  of  this  de- 
scription, he  conceived  those  to  be,  of  which  he 
had  spoken. 

As  the  most  of  our  treaties,  however,  were  not 
of  such  description,  but  such  as  were  sufficiently 
full  in  theirdetails,  and  went  plainly  and  obviously 
to  their  intended  objects,  it  would  seem  equally 
absurd  to  attempt  to  legislate  them  into  effect — 
or.  10  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  PiNK.NEY,)  by  a  law  to  re-echo  the 
very  words  of  a  treaty,  thereby  to  seem  to  give 
It  effect.  Mr.  S.  said,  if  his  views  were  correct, 
and  he  must  own  he  felt  the  fullest  confidence  in 
them  himself,  he  could  not  ^ee  how  genilemen 
could  press  the  necessity  of  the  present  law,  to 
give  effect  to  or  regulate  anything  in  the  late 
commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  treaty  of  the  latter  description,  plain  and 
simple  in  its  details,  and  one  which  calls  for  no 
appropriation,  no  auihoriiative  law.  nor  regula- 
tion of  any  kind.  Already  has  the  President  sent 
it  out  with  his  proclamation,  and  be  must  have 
considered  it  as  having  effect  from  the  time,  or 
he  ought  not  to  have  proclaimed  it. 

This  question  came  up  between  the  two  Houses, 
under  the  former  British  treaty,  for  the  first  time, 
upon  a  call  for  an  appropriation  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  Again,  a  few  years  after,  under  the  for- 
eign intercourse  bill,  when  the  House  claimed  the 
exerciseof  some  discretion  in  voting  for  or  against 
the  salaries  of  certain  Ministers  whom  the  Presi- 
deaiand  Senate  had  appointed  on  missions  abroad, 
which  the  House  did  not  approve,  and  thought 
14th  Con.  1st  Slss.— 20 


proper  to  oppose.  In  both  these  instances,  the 
appropriations  were  made,  notwiilistanding  the 
opposition  ;  but.  in  the  third  instance,  an  appro- 
priation was  called  for,  and  refused,  to  carry  into 
I  effect  an  Indian  treaty  in  the  Yazoo  country. 
The  reason  for  this  refusal  is  well  known,  but 
the  difficulty  being  removed  at  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod, the  money  was  voted,  and  the  treaty  carried 
into  effect.  Mr.  S.  said,  in  the  case  of  the  acqui- 
sition of  Louisiana,  legislation  became  necessary, 
not  only  to  appropriate  money,  but  to  extend  gov- 
ernment to  the  citizens  of  that  Territory,  and  no 
question  or  difficulty  was  made  about  it.  and  he 
felt  persuaded  it  was  a  rightful  claim  on  our  part, 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  all  such  cases. 

But  how  gentlemen  brought  up  the  question 
under  the  present  treaty,  he  could  not  perceive. 
The  treaty  called  for  no  money,  no  regulation, 
no  law.  as  a  sine  qua  non  to  its  existence.  As 
well  might  we  be  called  upon  to  pass  laws  to  give 
effect  to  the  various  Indian  treaties,  which  are 
now  going  out  before  the  public  under  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation.  So  far  as  I  know,  no  one 
thinksof  any  law, as  necessary  to  theirenlireeffect. 

He  would  ask,  he  said,  how  came  it  to  pass  that 
no  law  was  thought  necessary  to  give  effect  to 
the  treaty  with  France,  which  terminated  the 
kind  of  war  which  Mr.  Adams  had  gone  into 
with  that  nation  in  defenceof  our  maritime  rights? 
It  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that  the  friends  of  his 
Administration  did  not  pretend  to  think  any  law 
necessary.  The  fact  is,  that  although  the  treaty 
was  negotiated  and  concluded  by  Mr.  Adams,  it 
was  at  the  very  close  of  his  Administration,  and 
was  of  course  carried  into  effect  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  his  friends,  and  they  never  seemed  to  think 
any  act  of  Congress  necessary  to  give  it  effect. 
So  far  from  it.  Mr.  Jefferson,  without  any  other 
law,  or  rule  of  construction  to  guide  him,  except 
the  treaty  itself,  took  it  upon  himself  to  repair 
the  Berceau  at  the  cost  of  more  than  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  to  restore  her  thus  equipped  to 
France,  and  he  was  defended  on  the  ground  that 
It  was  nothing  more  than  a  fair  and  liberal  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  which  stipulated  the  sur- 
render of  captures  on  both  sides. 

But  a  case  still  more  recent  presents  itself.  He 
cited  the  Treaty  of  Peace  so  lately  concluded 
with  Great  Britain.  That  treaty  went  into  im- 
mediate effect  under  the  President's  proclamation, 
and  one  of  the  effects  of  the  treaty  was  to  surren- 
der to  the  British  the  inlands  in  the  Passamaquod- 
dy  with  all  their  population,  customs,  and  laws, 
and  all  this  by  virtue  of  the  treaty,  without  any 
law — nor  was  it  even  suggested  that  that  House 
had  to  legislate  about  it.  Or,  are  we  to  understand 
that  all  our  municipal  laws  are  still  in  force  about 
Moose  Island?  That  our  revenue  cutlers  are 
still  under  orders  to  ply  about  that  island,  and 
guard  the  United  Stales  against  smuggling  and 
smugglers  from  that  quarter  ?  Our  revenue  laws 
remain  unrepealed,  and  people  are  bound  by  them 
unless  the  treaty  has  superseded  them;  and  that 
it  bas  so  superseded  them,  it  is  difficult  even  to 
make  a  question.  We  know  that  our  laws  are 
not  there  regarded.  ^ 
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;  I  Mr.  S.  thei  concluded  his  remarks  with  observ- 
Jing,  that  if  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  be  correct, 
jit  would  seem  to  him  they  ought  to  assume  the 
i*ground  of  legislating  all  treaties  into  effect  as  well 
.•as  this;  and  jf  they  did  not  intend  to  go  so  far 
;iis  that,  he  tjjought  they  might  well  haTc  dis- 
;|pensed  with  legislating  in  the  present  instance. 
"  part  ie  could  not  see  that  it  was  neees- 

d  should  vote  against  the  bill. 
PicKBrtiNO  rising  to  speak,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


■^or  his 
t^ary,  anc 
;'    Mr.  P 


\ 


J  Fhiday,  January  12. 

Another  rrTjember,   to  wit:  from  Connecticut, 
{Timothy  PrrKi.N,  appeared,  produced  his  credea- 
'tials,  was  qu^li^ed,  and  took  his  seat. 
't    Mr.  HcLBtjRT   presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
Mnanufacturejs  of  domestic  goods,   in   Berkshire 
f  ^county  and  5|tate  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
>ltbe  existing  ^uties  on  the  various  domestic  man- 
,ufactures    ni^y   be   abolished. — Referred    to    the 
' ^'Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
,     Mr.  HoPK^NSON  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel 
^jPeitibone,  P7»ying  compensation  for  the  use,  in 
!i|the  armories'of  the  United  States,  of  a  machine, 
MDTented  by  i»im,  for  the  boring  of  gun  barrels. — 
^Referred  to  ^he  Committee  of  Claims. 
li     Ordered^  'JThat  the  petition  of  the  Legislature 
5  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  presented  on  the  29ih 
L  .ultimo,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
I  on  the  bill  t(i  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
^Territory,  t(' form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union,  on  an  ^qual  footing  with  the  original  States. 
On  molioci  of  Mr.  Pickering,  the  Clerk  of  this 
Hou-*e  was  directed   to  purchase,  for  the  use  of 
Jibe  House,  fjve  copies  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 


States. 
A  motion 


that 


was  made,  by  Mr.  Pickering 
j'^ihe  House  rescind  the  order  of  yesterday  for 
»!lhe  purchase  of  twenty-five  copies  of  Graydoo's 
<i    Digest;  anc^  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 

was  determined  in  the  negative. 
I  j  The  Houie  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
:  }  lion  submiti^d  yesterday,  by  Mr,  King,  of  North 
'  /  Carolina,  tti  amend  the  rules,  so  as  toadmit  with- 
»  ID  the  Hal^  of  Congress  the  Commissioners  of 
}  the  Navy  Bi>ard  ;  and  the  same  being  again  read, 
|i  was  concur^^d  in  by  the  House. 

On  motiQ|i  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  Committee  on 

the  Judiciafcy  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  vf  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 

circuit  and  jjistrict  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 

the  district  t»f  Vermont. 

^      A  messagf  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

^^  that  the  Stmate  have  passed  a  bill  'confirming 

\  I  to  the  Navijaiion  Company  of  New  Orleans,  the 

"  use  and  po. session  of  a  lot  in   the  said  city,"  in 

\  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

j         COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

-  The  Hoiie  re.sumed  the  consideration  of  the 
[  bill  for  regelating  the  commerce  of  the  United 
'  States  acc(irding  to  the  late  convention  with 
:  Great  Briton — the  question  still  being  oa  the 
'  passage  of  tjie  bill— 


Mr.  Pickering  said,  that  after  so  long  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  before  the  House  he 
would  not  have  risen  had  not  some  lights,  in 
which  it  should  be  viewed,  passed  unobserved. 

In  this  country,  said  he.  we  hold  that  all  the 
powers  of  Government  originate  with  the  People. 
Those  powers  the  people  might  distribute  in  any 
manner  they  pleased.  They  might  have  vested 
all  legislative  power  in  one  man  ;  in  a  President, 
or  in  a  President  and  Senate,  or  in  a  President, 
Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives.  To  see 
how  they  have  in  fact  distributed  the  powers  of 
Government,  we  must  look  to  the  Constitution, 
which  they  have  framed  for  that  purpose. 

The  first  clause  in  the  Constitution  reads  ihus: 
'•All  legislative  powers  herein  granted,  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives."    And  the  inference  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  is.  that  whatever 
powers  are  expressly   granted   to  Congress,  are 
exclusively  granted  ;  or,  if  any  other  branches  of 
the  Government  act  upon  the  subjects  of  those 
powers,  the  concurrence  of  this  House  is  neces- 
siry  to  render  their  acts  valid.     But  if  gentlemen 
will  turn  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  first  article 
of  the  Constitution,  they  will  see  an  important 
restriction  on  the  sweeping  legislative  power  ap- 
parently granted  to  the  Senate  and  House  in  the 
first  section  :  -'Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed 
the   House  of  Representatives  and    the  Senate, 
shall,  before  it  shall  become  a  law,  be  presented 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  for  his  ^\y■ 
probatiou  ;  without  which  it  will  not  become  a 
law,  unless,  on  a  reconsideration  of  it.  with  the 
President's   objections,    it  shall    be  approved  by 
two-thirds  of  each  House.     Here,  then,  is  oneex- 
I  ceptioa  to  thesweeping  legislative  powers  granted 
I  toCongress.  as  composed  of  the  Senate  and^House 
I  of  Representatives,  that  is,  of  bare  majorities  of 
I  the  two  Houses;  and  a  special  legi,'<lative  power 
I  is  created,   and  vested    in    two-thirds  of   the  two 
I  Houses,  whose  concurrence  is,  in  such  case,  ne- 
1  cessary  to  make  a  law. 

I  In  like  manner,  is  complete  legislative  power 
vested  in  the  President  and  Senate.  For  we  see, 
in  the  passage  of  the  Constitution  so  often  re- 
j  cited,  that  all  treaties  made  under  the  authority 
I  of  the  United  States,  are  declared  to  be  the  law 
I  of  the  land  ;  and  the  President  and  Senate  are  ex- 
I  clusively  vested  with  the  power  to  make  treaties, 
I  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concurring.* 

•  When  it  is  declared,  that  "  thi«  Conatitulion,  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in 
pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall 

j  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

I  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;"  no  more  is 
meant,  than  they  are  supreme  in  relation  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  individual  Sutes;  and  hence, 
after  declaring  what  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  the  Constitution  adds,  "  and  the  judges  in  every 
Slate  shall  be  bound  thereby  ;  anything  in  the  consti- 
tution or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing." In  one  other  sense,  indeed,  the  Constita- 
tion  is  the  supreme  law,  because  it  is  the  act  of  the 
people   m    their   sovereign  capacity,   in    the    several 
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Bot  it  is  said,  that  among  the  various  powers 
granted  to  Congress,  one  is  "  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations ;"'  and  that  if  such 
regulation  of  commerce  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
treaty,  an  act  of  Congress,  including  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House,  is  requisite  to  make  it  the 
law  of  the  land.  Here  the  negotiating  of  a  treaty 
and  the  making  of  a  treaty  are  compounded, 
although  they  are  perfectly  distinct.  When  a 
Minister,  or  other  Executive  agent,  has  negotiated 
a  treaty,  it  is,  by  the  President,  laid  before  the 
Senate  ;  and  when,  with  their  advice  and  consent, 
it  is  ratified  by  the  President,  it  is  made — it  is 
complete  ;  and  no  act  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives can  add  anything  to  its  validity.  The 
word  made  is  equally  applicable  to  laws  and  to 
treaties.  "'This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land." 

As  to  the  subjects  of  treaties :  When  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  Constitution  gave  to  the  President  and 
Senate  power  to  make  them,  without  specifying 
or  limiting  the  subjects  to  which  they  should  be 
confined,  it  is  plain  the  term  treaties  was  intended 
to  embrace  the  usual  subjects  of  these  contracts 
between  nations.  At  the  time  when  the  Consti- 
tution was  ordained,  we  had  four  commercial 
treaties — with  France.  Holland.  Prussia,  and 
Sweden;  and  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  a  conven- 
tion or  treaty  relating  to  consuls,  with  France. 
All  these  subjects,  then,  it  is  certain,  are  within 
the  treaty-making  power  of  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  convention  with  Great  Britain,  to 
which  the  bill  before  us  refers,  embraces  but  two 
of  them — commerce  and  consuls. 

But,  seeing  that  Congress  have  power  to  regu- 
late corameree  with  foreign  nations,  why  should 
it  be  made  the  subject  of  treaties?  The  answer 
is,  to  give  stability  and  security  to  commerce. 
Suppose  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
merely  by  laws  of  the  two  countries,  had  equal- 
ized the  duties  on  American  and  British  vessels 
and  their  cargoes,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
commercial  convention,  and  suppose  that,  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  permanency  of  those  laws,  the 
growers   of  cotton  and  tobacco   in    the   United 

States  ;  and  cannot  be  changed  but  by  a  like  act  of 
sovereignty.  Hence  the  laws  enacted  by  Congress  are  ! 
required  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution. 
And  although  no  such  restriction  ik  laid  on  treaties, 
because  treaties  embrace  some  subjects  not  mentioned 
in  the  Constitution,  (such  as  the  making  of  peace  and 
forming  alliances  with  foreign  nations,)  yet  a  treaty, 
no  more  than  an  act  of  Congress,  which  should  con- 
tain any  provision  violating  the  Constitution,  would  be 
of  any  validity.  For  the  treaty-making  power  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  as  well  as  the  legislative  power 
of  Congress,  being  derived  from  the  Constitution,  every 
exertion  of  that  power  in  repugnance  to  it,  or  involv- 
ing the  abrogation  of  any  of  its  provisions,  must  neces- 
sarily be  void.  To  maintain  the  contrary,  would  be 
equally  absurd  as  to  any,  that  a  8U[>er8tructure  could 
stand  when  its  foundation  was  removed,  or  that  a 
branch  c«uld  retain  life  when  the  root  was  dead. 


States  were  to  ship  those  articles  in  vessels  of  the 
United  States  to  Great  Britain,  and,  pending  the 
voyage,  the  Government  of  that  country  sh'ould 
deem  it  expedient  to  repeal  her  equalizintr  laws 
and  restore  the  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost  on  American  vessels  and  iheir  car- 
goes; this  would  bring  a  very  serious  loss  on 
tho>e  owners.  But  a  treaty  would  prevent  such 
repeal,  and  consequent  injury. 

To  a  just  understanding  of  the  question  before 
the  House,  another  distinction  should  be  taken  ; 
that  is,  between  the  validity  and  the  execution  of 
8  treaty.  While  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
(with  a  single  exception)  admit  that  some  trea- 
ties made  by  the  President  and  Senate  are  valid, 
without  any  act  to  be  done  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  such  as  simple  treaties  of  peace,  and  even 
of  alliance;  seeing  no  special  power  is  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  to  make  peace 
and  form  alliances  ;  yet  it  is  said,  that  when  the 
intervention  of  this  House  is  necessary,  as  in  pro- 
viding and  making  appropriations  of  money  to 
carry  treaties  into  execution,  then  the  sanction  of 
this  House  is  requisite  to  give  them  a  binding 
force.  But  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  Constitu- 
tion, instead  of  vesting  the  whole  treaty-making 
power  in  the  President  and  Senate,  had  ordained 
that  no  treaty  should  be  valid,  unless  approved 
by  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  suppose, 
also,  that  all  the  three  branches  of  Government 
concurring,  a  treaty  ot  commerce  and  limits  were 
made,  such  as  that  with  Spain,  in  1795,  no  one 
would  then  question  its  validity  ;  and  yet,  unless 
the  President  and  Senate  appointed  commission- 
ers to  run  the  boundary  lines,  to  mark  the  limits 
of  the  respective  territories,  and  unless  the  House 
of  Representatives,  concurring  with  the  President 
and  Senate,  appropriated  money  to  defray  the 
expense  thereof,  the  treaty  would  remain  un- 
executed. 

According  to  the  doctrine  maintained  by  the 
framer  and  advocates  of  the  bill  before  us,  there 
have  never  been  any  valid  treaties  between  the 
United. States  and  foreign  nations,  since  the  or- 
ganization of  our  Government;  for  no  law  of 
Congress  has  re-enacted  their  articles,  (as  is  at- 
tempted by  the  present  bill.)  or  by  a  general  enact- 
ment pronounced  them  to  be  the  law  of  the  land. 
Take  up  any  of  those  treaties;  for  instance,  the 
treaties  of  1795  with  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
where  the  appointment  of  commissioners  and  ap- 
propriations of  money  were  necessary  to  (heir 
execution.  Congress  passed  laws  making  such 
appropriations;  not  to  give  validity  to  the  trea- 
ties, but  simply,  in  the  language  of  those  laws,  to 
carry  them  into  effect. 

But  shall  treaties  operate  a  repeal  of  a  law  of 
the  United  States?  Yes,  because  treaties  being, 
equally  with  acts  of  Congress,  the  law  of  the 
land,  they  must  repeal  all  the  provisions  of  prior 
laws  contravening  their  stipulations— according 
to  the  well-known  maxim,  that  the  latter  laws 
repeal  all  antecedent  laws  containing  contraven- 
ing provisions ;  and  so  long  as  treaties  exist,  so 
long  the  Government  and  nation  are  boiind  to 
observe  them,  and  the  decisions  of  the  judges 
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^'^nusr  conforiji  to  their  stipulations.     But  as  trea- 
ties may  tliu,' annul  the  laws  of  Congress,  so  may 
these  laws  ajonul   treaties;  and  when   Congress 
[•*hall,  by  a  fofmal  act.  declare  a  treaty  no  longer 
'»)biigatory  oiv  the  United  States,  the  judges  must 
fcbandon  the  yreaiy,  and  obey  the  law.    And  why  ? 
liecause  the  ^hole  authority,  on  our  part,  which 
'fcave  eiistenre  and  force  to  the  treaty,  is  with- 
ilrawn   by  thp  annulling  act.     Such  is  the  effect 
j«f  a  law  of  (*ongress  declaring  war  against  a  na- 
ycion  between  whom  and  the  United  States  any 
reaties  had  I  ^en  made.     Take  for  example  the 
ase  of  France,  with  whom   we  had  a  treaty  of 
raity  and  covimerce,  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  a 
(k^ponsular  coniention.    These  treaties  having  been 
^repeatedly  violated   on   the  part  of  the  French 
jGovernment^and  the  just  claims  of  the  United 
Slates  for  reparation  of  the  injuries  so  committed 
aving  been  Refused;  and  their  attempts  to  nego- 
«iate  an  amicable  adjustment   of  all   goraplaints 
snetween   the',  two   nations  having  been  repelled 
with  indigni*y  ;  and  as  the  French   persisted  in 
|heir   systenoi  of  predatory    violence,    infracting 
Vbose  treaiiej.  and  hostile  to  the  rights  of  a  free 
jind  indepenrjent  nation  ;  for  these  causes  expli- 
!^itly.  Congrn>?s,  in  July,  1798,  passed  a  law,  enact- 
jjng  that  thovii  treaties  should  not  thenceforth  be 
||regarded  as  legally  obligatory  on  the  Government 
or  citizens  (•*"  the  United  States;  and   two  days 
"^afterwards  Congress  passed  another  law,  author- 
izing the  capture  of  all  French  armed  vessels,  to 
s/Kyhich  the  commerce  of  the  United  State?  long 
!j^ad  been,  ar^J  continued  to  be,  the  prey.     And  as 
•n  this,  so  inJevery  other  case  in  which  Congress 
♦shall  judge  latere  existed  good  and  sufficient  cause 
wfor  declaruQ'^    a   treaty   void,   they    will    so   pro- 
ijiounce,  eiilrer   because   they  intend   to  declare 
^war,  or  becaiise  they  are  willing  the  United  States 
'should  meet -a  war,  to   be  declared  on   the  other 
iside,  as  less  ^rojurious  to  the  country  than  an  ad- 
.'herence  to  tie  treaty.    But  should  Congress,  wiih- 
sout  adequate  cause,  declare  a   treaty    no  longer 
r*obligatory,  tjiey  must  be  prepared  to  meet  the  re- 
proach of  (lErfidy,   besides  exposing  the  United 
K  States  to  i!iit  evils  of  war.  should  the  offended  na- 
^tion  think  fiito  avenge  the  wrong,  by  making  war 
^upon  them,  i 

;  A  gentlet^an  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
►  among  oth<-r  reasons  why  this  House  should 
''claim,  and  rxercise  as  a  right,  the  giving  of  its 
formal  sanation  to  a  treaty,  said,  that  foreign  na- 
tions would'place  more  confidence  in  treaties  so 
1?  sanctioned.  *  Mr.  P.  held  the  contrary  opinion. 
Foreign  na.ions,  he  remarked,  with  whom  we 
should  neg(Xtiate  treaties,  would  look  into  our 
Constitutioi.,  to  see  where  the  power  to  make 
treaties  wa^lodged  ;  and  finding  it  vested  in  (he 
President  &pd  Senate  exclusively;  if  they  saw 
that,  in  prjtotice,  the  House  of  Representatives 
interposed  ifs  pretensions,  that  the  as.-ent  of  that 
■i  House  also  xvas  necessary;  and  if  they  saw  the 
ft  President  and  Senate  yielding  to  such  preten- 
^  sious — to  s\j''.h  a  manifest  encroachment  on  their 
'exclusive  powers — instead  of  increasing,  it  would 
j  diminish  th^ir  confidence  in  the  acts  ot  the  Gov- 
j  ernmeDt.     {for  confidence  is  inspired  and  best  se- 
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cured  by  the  stability  of  a  Government,  and  the 
adherence  of  all  its  branches  to  their  respective 
rights. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  his  observations  in  saying 
that  the  Senate  would  feel  it  its  duty  to  maintain 
its  Constitutional  rights.  That,  having  acted 
with  the  President  in  making  the  Commercial 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  had  thus  be- 
come the  law  of  the  land,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  bill  Ite- 
fore  the  House,  and  thus  re-enact  the  articles  it 
had  so  recently  enacted  ;  and  in  the  last  article 
expressly  declared  to  be  binding  and  obligatory 
on  the  United  States.  It  would  be  better,  there- 
fore, not  to  send  the  bill  to  tne  Senate. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  listened  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Pickering)  with   the  attention  due  to  age   and 
experience.     The  important  offices  he  has  held 
under  this  Government,  and  the  extended  period 
of  his  political  life,  claim  for  his  opinions  partic- 
ular respect.     But  the  tribute  of  respect  is  all  I 
can  pay.     I  cannot  assent  to  his  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  as  it  applies  either  to  the  legis- 
lative or  the  treaty-making  power.     In  my  judg- 
ment these  powers,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United   Stales,  are  perfectly  distinct  in  relation 
both  to  the  authority  exercising  them,  and  the 
subjects    upon    which  they   can  definitively  act. 
A  treaty  is  a  compact  of  accommodation  between 
independent  Slates,  relating  to  their  public  affairs. 
It  derives  all  its  efficacy  from  the   consent  and 
agreement  of  the  parlies;   it  operates  upon  ihe 
willing   only;    it    is    obeyed    by  the    parlies    no 
longer   than  obedience  is  voluntary.     If  its  en- 
gagements are  violated,  there  is  no  tribunal  com- 
petent to  afford  redress  ;  recompense  can  be  found 
only  in  the  provisions  of  a  new  compact,  equally 
voluntary  to  the  first,  or  in  a  resort  to  the  uUima 
ratio  regum.     The  proper  subjects  of  treaty  ar- 
rangement are,  those  to  which  legislative  power 
cannot  reach  by  reason  of  its  limited  jurisdiction. 
Were  it  not  for  this,  no  treaty  would,  or  indeed 
could,  be  made;  there'could  be  no  parlies  capa- 
ble of  contracting.     Freedom  of  will  would  be 
wanting,  for   it   is   of  the    nalure   of  legislative 
power  lo  impose  upon  all  persons,  subject  to  its 
jurisdiction,  an  obligation  lo  conform  themselves 
to  the  rule  it  prescribes.     It  posses-ses  wiltfin  it- 
self a  capacity  of  making  all   laws  necessary  to 
carry  its  enactments  into  complete  execution  ; 
all  other  power  is  inferior  and  subject  to  its  con- 
trol.    It  is  restrained  only  by  the  Constiiution  of 
the  Government  under  which  it  acts,  and   lim- 
ited only  by  its  territorial  jurisdiction  :  '•  The  idea 
'  of  law  necessarily  comprehends  that  of  a  pen- 
'  ally,  consequent  upon  its  violation,  of  a  tribunal 
'  which  determines  the  penally,  and  a   physical 
'  force  to  put  it  in  execution."     lu  a  Government 
where  the  will  of  a  Jespot  is  the  supreme  law,  it 
is  immaterial  to  the  subject  whether  that  will  be 
expressed  in  the  annunciation  of  a  treaty  or  an 
edict;  but  in  a  Government  where  the  law-mak- 
ing power  is  vested  in  three  departmenls,  and  the 
treaty-making  or    bargaining   power  in    two  of 
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them,  it  may  become  vastly  important  to  national 
liberty,  that  these  two  departments  should  not  be 
permuted,  in  the  form  of  treaties,  to  exercise  the 
sovereign  power  of  enacting  and  repealing  laws. 
Does,  then,  the  Constitution  give  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  the  power,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in  the  form  of 
a  treaty,  to  legislate  for  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, by  repealing  the  laws  of  Congress  and  enact- 
ing others  in  their  stead?  The  question  is  im- 
portant; it  shoild  be  discussed  with  temperance, 
and  decided  with  firmness.  I  agree  with  my 
honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Gold)  that  the  present 
occasion  is  auspicious  for  both. 

It  is  admitted  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that 
the  treaty  now  under  consideration  is  well  ad- 
vised, and  ought  to  be  carried  into  full  execution 
00  the  part  of  the  United  States.  But  it  is  de- 
nied by  the  honorable  member  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Pickering.)  and  by  most  of  those  who, 
on  this  occasion,  vote  with  him,  that  a  law  of 
Congress  is  necessary  to  give  it  effect,  because 
the  Constitution  declares  that  the  President  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur;  and  that 
all  treaties  made,  or  to  be  made,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land. 

Let  It  be  remembered. that  municipal  law  main- 
tains its  obligation  over  all  those  subjects  which 
are  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  that  a  treaty  law 
enforces  its  agreements  or  compacts  only  on  public 
international  affairs  which  municipal  law  cannot 
reach.   A  law  of  Congress  compels  obedience  to  its 
eDactmenl^  on  all  subjects  ovtr  which  legislative 
power  IS  granted  to  that  body  by  the  Constitution; 
but  what  power  is  more  clearly  granted  than  that 
of  regulating  commerce?    And  what  law  is  more 
purely  municipal  than  that  which  prescribes  the 
sura  of  money  to  be  paid  on  the  importation  into 
a  territory  uf  a  particular  article  of  trade  or  com- 
merce ?     It  enters  into  considerations  of  domestic 
policy,    equally    important    and    various.      The 
wants  of  the  citizens  of  a  Slate,   both  in  peace 
and  war;  the  encouragement  of  their  home  man- 
ufactures, and    generally   their  whole   domestic 
concerns,  are  affected  by  it.     It  is,  therefore,  a  fit 
subject  of  municipal  legislation.     By  whom  then 
is  such  legislation  to  be  exercised?     The  Consti- 
tution, in  the  first  section  of  its  first  article,  gives 
the    answer:     "All     legislative     powers     herein 
granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives."     The  eighth  section 
of  the  same  article,  which  grants  to  Congress  the 
power  of  declaring  war.  raising  and  supporting 
armies,   and   coining    money,   grants,    in    terms 
equally  strong  and  definite,  the  power  also  of  lay- 
ing duties  and  regulating  commerce.     But  it  is 
contended,  that  as  a  treaty  is  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  so  it  attaches   to    itself  the    essential 
quality  of  all  other  law,  that  of  repealing  former 
laws  contradiciing  its  enactments  ;  and  gentle- 
men have  attempted  to  illustrate  this  position  by 
calling  our  attention  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and 


asking  whether  it  did  not  repeal  the  law  declar- 
ing war?     I  answer  the  inquiry  in  the  negative. 
The  act  of  declaring  war  is,  in  most  limited  Gov- 
ernments, purely  executive.    The  Constitution 
vests  the  exercise  of  that  power  in  Congress,  and 
in  exerting  it   Congress  acts  rather  executively 
than   legislatively.     An  act  declaring  the  rela- 
tions of  amity  which  had  existed  between  two 
nations,  to  be  terminated,  may  be  prefaced  with 
a  recital,  that  the  offending  nation  had  commit- 
ted acts  of  hostility  against  the  other,  and,  there* 
fore,  that  a  state  of  war  existed,  as  was  done  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  passing  the  act  fur 
protecting   the  commerce  of  the  United   States 
against  the  Algerine  cruisers;  or,  omitting  a  re- 
cital in  the  law,  it  may  simply  enact,  that  a  state 
of  war  is  declared  to  exist  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, leaving  the  publication  of  its  causes  to  a 
report  or  manifesto,  as  was  done  in  declaring 
war  against  Great  Britain.     In  either  case  the 
law  is  purely  declaratory.     It  presupposes  hostile 
acts  to  have  been  committed,  and  does  nothing 
more  than  promulgate,  in  an  official  form,  the 
existing  relations  between  the  Governments  con- 
cerned.    An  act  declaring  war  is  in  its  nature 
also   of  limited  duration.     The  only   legitimate 
end  of  war  is  peace.    Surely  it  is  the  only  end 
contemplated  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates.     It  IS  to  continue  in  force  until  relations 
of  amity  shall  be  restored,  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  by  the  Constitution,  and  no  longer.     When- 
ever that  event  happens,  the  law  becomes  inap- 
plicable, and  expires  by  its  own  limitation.     A 
treaty  of  peace,  therefore,  does  not  repeal  an  act 
declaring  war. 

Neither  is  a  treaty  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  in  the  same  sense  that  either  the  Constitu- 
tion or  an  act  of  Congress  is  supreme.  The  sec- 
ond paragraph  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution declares:  'This  Constitution,  and  the 
'  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made 

•  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
'  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
'  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
'  land,  and  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be 
'  bound  thereby;  anything  in  the  constitution  or 
'  laws  of  any  Slate  to  the  contrary  nolwithstand- 

•  ing." 
First,  then,  the  Constitution  is  supreme,  as  be- 
ing the  charter  of  liberty  proposed  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  by  their  convention  on  the 
17th  of  September,  1787,  and  afterwards  ratified 
by  the  people  of  all  the  States,  which  cannot  be 
altered  by  act  of  Congress,  nor  by  treaty;  nor^iJl 
any  other  manner  than  that  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution  Itself.  It  is  therefore  superior  in  dig- 
nity and  authority  to  every  other  law.  Second, 
laws  of  the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  Constiiuiion;  and  third,  treaties  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  Slates,  ahhough  in- 
ferior to  the  Constiiution,  are,  within  their  re- 
spective powers  of  making  laws  concerning  the 
internal,  and  making  compacts  relative  to  the  ex- 
ternal affairs  of  ihe  country,  supreme  in  compar- 
ison of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  any  State, 
and  binding  upon  the  judges  thereof.     This  con- 
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Action  of  the  CoDstitntion  preserves  the  har- 
Aony  of  all  ir^  parts.  It  leaves  each  department 
^  act  wiibio  Us  own  sphere,  and  conforms  to  the 
le  that,  in  e;cpoundin^  an  instrument,  such  con- 
duction shalf  be  adopted,  that  all  its  parts  may 
''^nd  logeiheK,  and  effect  be  given  to  each.  Bui 
^e  construction,  advocated  by  those  who  op- 
4)86  the  parage  of  this  bill,  on  the  ground 
l^at  legislativ  interference  is  unnecessary,  is  in 
y<ianifest  contradiction  of  the  Constitution  itself, 
l^d  the  ackn(^le^ged  powers  of  this  House.  If 
fie  words  "sJiprerae  law"  are  to  be  applied  in 
|ecisely  the  ^sarae  sense  to  the  Constitution,  to 
^ts  of  Congr«>»s,  and  to  treaties,  it  follows  that  a 
|eaty  is  of  eq&jal  dignity  and  binding  obligation 
■^  the  CoQstiiiKtion.  And,  as  a  posterior  law  re- 
-als  all  of  a  Juior  date  which  contradict  its  en- 
tments,  a  treaty  may  alter,  amend,  or  repeal, 
ie  Constitut^m  itself  But  the  President  and 
Mrleen  Sena^jrs  may  make  a  treaty — therefore 
fey  may,  io  ^e  form  of  a  treaty,  make  amend- 
lents  to  the  Constitution  which  cannot  be  made 
jiihout  the  c(jnseiu  of  three-fourths  of  the  States 
^  the  Union.*  Their  construction  is  in  manifest 
plation  alsoi  of  the  acknowledged  powers  of 
Jpngress.  It;is  admitted  by  all  that  if  a  treaty 
^ntain  a  stipulation,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
nates,  to  mal^e  a  payment  of  money,  that  it  can- 
l^t  be  carriedjinto  effect  without  tlie  passage  of 
»law  by  Con|;res3  making  an  appropriation  for 
(,at  purpose—why  not  ?  Will  gentlemen  inform 
<je  ?  The  C(institution  does  not  say  that  an  ap- 
jopriation  la-^  shall  be  passed  by  the  Senate  and 
l^use  of  Representatives.  No,  sir;  it  only  says, 
i\io   money  sN.all  be   drawn   from  the  Treasury 

ti  in  consequjjnce  of  appropriation  made  by  law." 
It  if  a  treaty  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  ca- 
ble of  alterirjg,  amending,  or  repealing,  the  laws 
^  Congress,  nioney  drawn  from  the  Treasury  in 
>nsequence  orf  an  appropriation  contained  in  a 
teaiy,  would  -be  drawn,  not  only  legally,  but  in 
rsuance  of  the  supreme  law  itself.     A  conclu- 
Ijpn,  fraught  ftah  such  monstrous  absurdity,  has 
■$)t  yet  found. >»n  advocate  on  this  floor ;  but  such 
fi  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  construction 
^^r  which  gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  contend. 
•Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  asked,  whether  the 
?aty  will  nci  be  executed  even  if  Congress  re- 
4se  to  pass  aJaw  for  that  purpose.     I  answer  in 
,e  negative. I   By  the  existing  laws,  goods  im- 
rted  into  th.  United  States  from  Great  Britain 
American  vessels  pay  a  certain  duty,  and  goods 
ported  in  J^ntish  vessels  pay  a  different  duly, 
the  treaty;,!  is  agreed  that,  in  both  cases,  they 
all  be  charged  with  the  same  duty  ;  the  treaty 
■es  not.  neiifeer  could   it,  determine  what  that 
ty  should  bo  ;  whether  it  should  be  the  higher 
» lower  rate,  orr  a  modification  of  both  ;  that  could 
^ly  be  decidwl  by  municipal  law;  to  make  that 
f^isiOQ  the  btll  under  discussion  is  introduced  ; 
^— islation  on  Ihe  subject  is  thought  necessary  by 
President  Jiimself.     In  his  iMessage  commu- 
icating  the  jtreaty,  he  says,  "I  recommend  to 
S  'ngress  sucl>  legislative  provisions  as  the  con- 
vention  may  »jall  for  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States."     Suc/i  is  not  the  form  in  which  treaties 
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capable  of  executing  themselves  are  communi. 
cated.  For  a  proof  of  this  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the 
President's  Message  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
announcing    the    Treaty    of    Peace    with  Great' 
Britain. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  Constitution  in 
its  first  article,  contains  a  declaration  that  all'le- 
gislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  Congress.  The 
eighth  section  of  the  same  article  proceeds  to  enu- 
merate the  subjects  over  which  that  power  may 
be  exercised.  "  The  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises." But  of  what  avail  is  this  power  if  the 
President  and  thirteen  Senators  can,  by  treaty, 
abolish  a  tax  or  duty  laid  by  Congress,  and  estab- 
lish another?  If  they  can  vary  a  tariff  of  duties 
in  any  particular,  they  can  abolish  it  altogether. 
They  can  agree  that  all  goods,  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  British  dominions, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  free  of 
duty,  in  consideration  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment will  extend  the  same  privilege  to  American 
produce  imported  into  Great  Britain  ;  or  in  con- 
sideration that  the  British  Government  will  grant 
to  the  United  States  the  provinces  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  to  be  governed  as  the  President 
and  Senate,  or  as  the  President  alone,  or  as  any 
other  individual  may  direct;  or  in  consideration 
that  the  British  Government  would  pay  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  or  to  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  an  annuity 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  disbursed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  for  any  other 
consideration  which  they  might  think  proper  to 
accept. 

"  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
State?.*' 

But  of  what  avail  is  this  power  if  the  President 
and  Senate  can  repeal  the  revenue  laws  of  Con- 
gress, enacted  with  a  view  to  pay  the  interest  and 
repay  the  principal  of  money  so  borrowed  ;  or  if 
they  can,  by  treaty,  borrow  money  themselves 
and  pledge  the  public  faith,  or  mortgage  the  pub- 
lic lands,  for  its  reimbursement? 

'•To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations." 

But  of  what  avail  is  tnis  power,  if  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  can  definitively  agree,  by  treaty 
with  a  foreign  nation,  what  ;uticles  of  commerce 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States,  and 
what  excluded  ;  what  duties  shall  be  paid]  and 
what  remitted;  and,  generally,  upon  all  subjects 
relating  to  both  foreign  and  domestic  commercial 
transactions? 

'•  To  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion." 

But  of  what  avail  is  this  power,  if  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  can,  by  treaty,  stipulate  that  the 
subjects  of  a  foreign  Government,  either  shall 
not  be  admitted  into  the  United  States,  or,  being 
admitted,  shall  not  be  naturalized,  or  if  they  can 
repeal  the  naturalization  laws  enacted  by  Con- 
gress, and  establish  others  contradictory  thereto? 

''To  declare  war." 

Even  this  exalted  attribute  of  sovereignty  is  of 
little  importance  to  Congress,  if  the  President  and 
Senate  can,  by  a  treaty  of  alliance,  bind  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  to  commit  an  act  of  hostility  against 
a  nation  with  which  we  are  at  peace,  thereby 
producing  a  state  of  actual  war  as  effectually  as 
if  declared  by  the  Constitutional  organ  of  the 
Government. 

"  To  raise  and  support  armies." 

But  this  grant  of  power  may  be  rendered  use- 
less, if  the  President  and  Senate  can,  by  treaty 
stipulation,  fix  the  number  of  men  to  be  retained 
on  the  Military  Establishment  of  this  and  another 
country,  with  a  view  to  the  mutual  security  of 
both  ;  or,  by  a  treaty  of  alliance,  determine  the 
contingent  of  force  to  be  furnished  by  the  United 
States  and  the  amount  of  subsidy  to  be  received 

therefor. 

"  To  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy." 
This  power  also  isannihilaied,  if  the  President 
and  Senate  can  agree  with  the  Government  of 
another  nation,  what  amount  of  naval  force  shall 
be  retained  in  service  by  the  respective  countries. 
The  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  over 
the  militia,  if  the  construction  advocated  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. (Mr.  PicKERi.NG  )  and  his  political  friends, 
be  correct,  (which  construction  has  been  sanc- 
tioned too  by  the  Government  of  more  than  one 
State  in  the  Union.)  is  too  contemptible  to  justify 
a  single  remark  in  regard  to  its  possession. 

In  fine,  there  is  no  legislative  power  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  which  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  may  not  usurp,  nay,  which  they 
cannot  lawfully  exercise  under  the  construction 
given  to  that  instrument  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  except  perhaps  the  power  of  exer- 
cising '•  exclusive"  legislation  over  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Against  such  enormous  political  heresy,  I  am 
constrained  to  enter  my  solemn  protest ;  if  it  ever 
receives   the  sanction  of  this  House,  the  charter 
of  American  liberty  will  not  be  worth  preserving; 
the  rights,  dignity,  and  power  of  this  House,  de- 
rived not  from  sovereign  Stales,  but  from  a  more 
noble  right — ttie  people  themselves,  whose  Rep- 
resentatives we  are,  whose  wants  and  wishes  the 
Constitution   presumes   us  better    to  know  than 
any  other  branch  of  the  Government,  and  to  whom 
we  are   amenable  for   the  exercise  of  the  power 
confided   to  us,  those  rights  will   be  abandoned. 
this  dignity   sullied,  and  our  power  of  standing 
between   the  people  and  oppression  will  be  gone 
forever.     The  President  and  Senate,  uniting  legis- 
lative  authority     to    Executive  patronage,    will 
manage  the  concerns  of  the  Government  in  their 
own  way,  not  responsible  to  any  earthly  tribunal. 
Gentlemen,  however,  have   told   us  not  to  be 
alarmed,  all  is  well,  there  is  no  danger,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senators  are  honorable  men,  good  men 
and  true,  acting  under  a  high  responsibility,  with 
wisdom  to  discern,  and  virtue  to  pursue  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.     All   this  may  be  true. 
but  what  security  have   you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
their  seats  will  always  be  occupied  by  men  of  equal 
merits  ?    Kings  have  been  bribed  and  Senates  cor- 
rupted; what  has  happened  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
trates and  Senators  of  other  ages  and  nations  may 
possibly   happen  hereafter  in  our  own  country. 


God  grant  that  il  may  not,  at  least,  that  neither 
we  ncr  our  children  to  the  hundredth  generation 
may  see  the  evil.     But  should  it  be  the  misfor- 
tune of  the  American  people  to  have  the  admin- 
istration of  their  Government  committed  to  cor- 
rupt hands,  what  incalculable   mischief  would 
not  follow  the  doctrines  of  Presidential  and  Sen- 
atorial legislative  supremacy  1     If  a  treaty  should 
be  made,  combining  in  its  provisions  all  the  usur- 
pation which   I  have  supposed  possible,  accom- 
panied with  circumstances  indicating  the  most 
unhallowed  ambition,  even  the  poor  saiisfactionof 
punishing  the  offenders  would  be  denied  to  the 
people.     The  Senate  is  the  sole  judge  of  its  own 
members,  who  are  not  liable  to  impeachment  in 
any  case  whatever,  and  the  President,  if  impeach- 
ed, would  be  tried  by  judges  equally  criminal  with 
himself;  who,in  their  Senatorial  capacity. advised 
the  very  act,  for  doing  which  the  President  would 
be  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  their  House.     The  ab- 
surdity of  such  a  trial  is  too  manifest  to  require 
comment. 

But  it  is  asked,  is  this  House  infallible  ?     Is  it 
proof  against  corrupt  and  ambitious  influence  7 
Is  its  patriotism  above  all  price  ?     I  answer,  that 
its  numerous  members,  elected  for  a  short  period 
by  the  people  themselves,  are  at  least  equally  un- 
likely to  indulge  projects  of  ambition  dangerous 
to   the   liberties  of  their  fellow-citizens,  as    the 
members  of  the  Senate,  which  in  practice  is  al- 
most, and  in  theory  altogether,  a  permanent  body. 
The  people  havetherefore some  additional  security 
in  the  public  virtue  of  this  House  for  at  least  hon- 
esilegislaiion,  which  would  be  entirely  withdrawn 
by  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  against 
which  I  protest.     And  if  it  happen  contrary  to 
my  expectation  thai  the  Senate  shall  reject  this 
bill,  which  I  trust  we  shall  shortly  send  to  them 
for  their  concurrence,  the  period  will  already  have 
arrived  when  every  barrier  which  this  House  can 
erect  will   be  required  at  our  hands  to  guard  the 
rights  of  the  people  against  the  tyranny  of  Sena- 
torial usurpation. 

But  we  are  again  told  to  quiet  our  fears,  for 
'there  is  no  danger."     Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  one 
of  the  first  lessons  taught  me  by  my  parents,  not 
to  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  "  no  danger."     I  re- 
member to  have  read  in  a  good  old-fashioned  bool^ 
that  it  was    the   doctrine  successfully    preached 
by  the  Serpent  to  '•  the  mother  of  mankind."     It 
was  in  substance  the  language  used  by  Joab,  who 
too  was  an  honorable  man,  a  chief  and  a  captain 
over  the  host,  while  he  was  preparing  to  plunge 
his  murderous  weapon  into  the  side  of  Abner, 
the  son  of  Ner ;  and.  in  fine,  it  was  the  language 
of  the  Tories  in  the  Revolutionary  war.     But  »t 
never  was  the  language  of  aRevolutionary  Whig. 
When  the  British  Government  imposed  a  three- 
penny tea  tax  upon  the  people  of  this  country, 
the  Tories,  or  as  they  called  themselves,  the  L.oy- 
alists,  said;  '•  no  danger,"  it  is  an  honorable  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  power  will  not  be  abused,     liut 
what  said  the  Whigs  ?    It  is,  said  they,  the  prin- 
ciple, and  not  the  sum  against  which  we  contend. 
If  we  abandon  the  principle,  there  is  no  stopping 
point ;  we  shall  be  chained  together  like  manacled 
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^lare?,  and  dpven  wherever  our  masters  please  to 
Irire  us.  S  'ch  too  was  the  language  of  Repub- 
ican  Whigsjn  1798.  And  it  will  be  the  language 
|f  Whig  prt-^iciples  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  ex- 
l^raine  the  psjige  of  all  history,  and  you  will  find 
M.'he  no  danger  creed  recommended  by  the  Cati- 
frtnes,  Arnol(i(5.  and  Leonards  of  all  nations,  and 
Jiresisted  by  tb1?ir  Franklins,  Browns,  and  Jacksons 


the  last  session,  therefore,  is  not  co-extensive  with 
the  siipulatrons  of  the  convention,  and  cannot 
supersede  the  necessity  of  the  present  bill.  But 
the  passage  of  that  very  law.  sir.  furnishes  an  ar- 
gument against  the  doctrines  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  alluded  to  it.  so  far  as  any  artruraent 
can  be  drawn  from  the  practice  and  opinions  of 
the  last  Congress.     If  they  believed,  as   the  gen- 


|4iVe,  Mr.  Sijeaker.  are  the  people's  watchmen;  I  tiemen  do.  that  the  President  and  Senate  had  the 


heir  sentmej^'-  It  is  our  duty  to  be  vigilant,  to  i 
uard  their  IJliberlies,  and  to  sound  an  alarm  at  I 
very  approti;"?h  of  danger;  and.  while  I  have  the 
onor  to  occ  ipy  this  place,  not  one  jot  nor  one 
tittle  of  their  rights,  nor  of  the  Constitutional 
j^ower  of  ihiiHouse,  shall  be  usurped  by  the  Sen- 
le,  or  any  other  department  of  the  Government, 
^y  my  consent. 

■  Mr.  WiLDt?  said  he  little  thought,  when  this 
Ijebate  comn^nced.  that  it  would  have  been  con- 
^nued  so  Ion*,  and  thought  as  little  that,  in  the 
bourse  of  it,  *(ie  should  have  troubled  the  House 
jwith  any  remarks.  Till  now,  indeed,  he  had  been 
mute,  as  faj  as  he  could  be,  a  patient,  and  he 
oped  not  altogether  inattentive,  listener.  Had 
'is  views  of|the  subject  been  presented  to  the 
ouse  by  ar^y  other  gentleman,  he  should  still 
^ive   remained   so.  content   to    prefer,  however 


power  of  making  a  treaty  which  should  have  the 
force  of  a  law  in  repealing  those  duties,  why  was 
it  necessary  to  pass  a  law  providing  for  their  re- 
peal ?  Evidently,  sir,  it  would  not  have  been 
thought  necessary;  for,  according  to  buch  a  sup- 
position, they  must  have  believed  the  President 
and  Senate  had  this  power  independent  cf  all 
law.  Their  passing  this  law,  therefore,  is  the 
strongest  proof  they  could  have  given  us  of  their 
belief  that  the  President  and  Senate  had  not  this 
power. 

Mr.  W.  said,  if  he  understood  the  genilemaa 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  PrcKERiNo)  correctly, 
he  undertook  to  show,  by  the  uniform  practice  of 
this  Government  since  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, that  laws  had  not  been  passed  to  carry 
treaties  into  effect,  except  where  an  appropriation 
of  money  was  required,  a«d  Ue  thence   inferred. 


jjl^'noble  the  ctioice.  the  safety  of  silence  to   the 
^Wzards  of  dfbate.     As  they  had   not,  he  would 
?y£niure  to  intrude  them  as   briefly  as  he  could. 
)at  at  least  ij^ey  might  not  tire  those  whom  they 
)d  not  pleast^ 

He  desired  ♦previously,  however,  to  offer  a  word 
i)f  two  in  anstver  to  some  arguments  which   had 
}.fen  urged  iri  the  course  of  this  discussion.     It 
id  been  saicSby  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
fina,  (Mr.  C|alhocn,)  that  the   bill  upon  your 
ible  is  unnejessary,  because  an   act  was  passed 
the  last  session   repealing  our   discriminating 
ities  as  to  a*l  nations  who  should  repeal  their 
[scriminatinji;  duties  as  to  us.     Now.  sir.  asked 
ir.  W.,  whai  evidence  have  we  that  Great  Brit- 
(q  has  repealed  her  discriminating  duties  as  to 
[if?     The  treaty,  indeed,  provides  that  she  shall 
so,  and  tht-^e  is  no  doubt  it  will  be  done.     But 
f  present,  sir^^they  are  merely  suspended  by  the 
jrder  in  Council  of  the  17th  of  August,  which 
»e  hare  seen' in  the  newspapers,  and  which  does 
fft  refer  eithr«r  to  the  words  or  the  date  of  the 
^li-aiy.and  cat,  as  little  be  connected  with  the  law 
t*  the  last  session.     On  the  contrary,  its  duration 
^limited  to  sjx  weeks  after  the  commencement 
the  next  session  of  Parliament,  pointing  evi- 
ntly  to  a  re)eal  of  those  duties  by  act  of  Par- 
ment  hefor«ithe  expiration  of  that  period;  and, 
and  by.  we^shall  see  the  act   repealing  those 
ties,  which  ^t  is  necessary  should  be  abolished 
""ore  the  la-f<r  of  the  last  session  can  operate 
ctuaily.     l/arther,  sir,  a  strict  examination  of 
t  law  will  ihow  that,  however  it  might  have 
n  intended;  its  words  fairly  interpreted,  reach 

y  to  goods  Wares,  and  merchandise,  the  growth    gentlemen   on   the  opposite  side  of  the   House. 
\  produce  of  ihe  foreign  nation,  and  not  to  the     The  Louisiana  convention.  Mr.  W.  said,  was  open 
£.?f  .V        *  '"  '^^''^^  ^\^y  ""^y  ^^  imported  ;    before  him.  and  he  found  there  a  stipulation  upon 
jr^Ust  the  convention  simulates  that  all  disnrimi-    the  very  same  subject,  and  in  form  not  very  un- 
like  that   of  the   treaty   now   under  discussion. 


that  laws  for  that  purpose  had   not  been  deemed 
necessary.     Mr.  W,  declared  he  had  examined  all 
the  treaties  which  had  been  made,  and   the  laws 
which  have  been  passed  regarding  them,  in  con- 
junction with  his  friend   and  colleague  who  re- 
ported this  bill  to  the  House,  and   who  gave  a 
brief  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  treaties  made 
and  the  laws  passed,  and  of  the  evident  reasons 
why,  in  certain  cases,  laws  had  not  been  thought 
nece.ssary.     His  colleague  certainly  did   not  go 
into  details,   because  with  such    subjects   every 
member  of  the  House  was  presumed    to   be  ac- 
quainted ;  but  the  result  of  their  examination  was 
a  conviction  in   them   both,  that  whenever  laws 
had  not  been  passed  in  conformity  with  the  stip- 
ulations of  a  treaty,  it  was  generally,  if  not  uni- 
versally, because  those  stipulations  did  not  touch 
any  of  the  objects  committed  exclusively  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Congress;  or,  in  other  words,  did 
not  require  the  enacttnent  of  any  new,  or   the 
change  of  any   old.    municipal    regulation.     To 
enter  into   an   examination   and   comparison   of 
those  laws  and  treaties  now,  would,  Mr.  W.  ob- 
served, be  to  inflict  more  upon  the  patience  of  the 
House  than   it  would  be  willing  to  endure.     If, 
however,  a  positive  precedent  upon  his  part  was 
demanded,  he  would  lay  his  hand  upon  it  at  once; 
and  it  was  not  the  less  welcome,  to  him  at  least, 
on  account  of  its  having  been  established  during 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  a  period  of 
what  he  had  been  accustomed  to  consider  as  cor- 
rect principles.     It  was  the  stronger,  because  Mr. 
Jefferson,  when  Secretary  of  State,  is  said  to  have 
maintained   the   opinion   now  supported   by   the 


ps  or  vessel*  in  which  they  may  be  imported  ; 

Jiilst  the  convention  stipulates  that  all  discrimi- 

\  li  tion  as  ;o  bi^h  shall  be  at  an  end.     The  law  of 
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That  stipulation  provided  for  the  admission  of 
French  and  Spanish  vessels  into  the  port  of  New 
Orleans  for  twelve  years,  upon  the  same  footing 
as  American  vessels;  the  law  which  was  passed 
on  that  occasion  did  contain  a  provision  to  the 
same  effect.  [Here  Mr.  Wilde  read  the  law  and 
the  convention.] 

The  bill  before  you,  Mr.  W.  remarked,  has  been 
called  ••  the  echo  of  the  treaty,  its  reflected  image, 
its  twin  brother."  He  would  ask.  if  this  law  and 
the  article  in  the  Louisiana  convention  are  not  at 
least  of  the  same  family,  and  as  like  one  another 
as  Sebastian  and  Viola? 

Having  made  this  reply  to  some  of  the  argu- 
ments of  others,  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  offer  a  few  of  his  own. 

If  he  had  not  misconceived  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
PiNKNEY.)  it  was  admitted,  that  a  treaty  might 
be  either  self-executory,  or  might  require  a  law 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  He  agreed  perfectly  in 
that  opinion,  but  no  rules  had  been  furnished  for 
deciding  what  treaties  were  self-executory,  and  j 
what  required  laws  to  a.«>sist  their  operation  ;  with- 
out such  rules,  it  would  be  impossible  to  deter- 
mine the  present  question,  which  is.  to  what  class 
does  this  treaty  belong? 

What  the  hand  of  a  master  neglected  to  per- 
form, either  because  his  eye  was  fixed  upon  greater 
objects,  or  because  he  deemed  it  unworthy  ot  his 
genius,  the  hand  of  a  novice  might  venture  to 
attempt;  for,  if  he  failed,  he  forfeited  nothing 
but  a  reputation  which  is  not  worth  preserving, 
while  if  he  succeed,  he  acquires  all  he  can  ever 
hope  for— the  praise  of  being  useful.  The  rule 
which  he  would  offer  was  probably  not  such  a 
one  as  the  gentleman  himself  would  have  given  ; 
certainly  not  as  good  an  one.  possibly  little  better 
than  no  rule  at  all.  He  offered  it  not  without 
hesitation,  and  it  was  simply  this: 

That  where  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  relate 
entirely  to  objects  purely  international  or  extra- 
territorial, then  they  are  self-executory,  or  at  most 
require  nothing  more  than  an  exertion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive or  judicial  powers  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  But  that  where  they  relate  solely  to  ob- 
jects intra-territorial.  objects  purely  of  municipal 
legislative  jurisdiction,  there  they  require  the 
exertion  of  the  municipal  legislative  authority  to 
assist  their  operation. 

To  the  first  class  belonged  conventions  regula- 
ting the  reciprocal  rights  and  duties  of  nations, 
when  one  of  tliem  shall  be  belligerent  and  the 
other  neutral, including  the  definition  of  blockade. 
of  contraband  of  war.  of  enemy's  property,  of  the 
right  of  search,  and  of  all  other  questions  coming 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty  or  mari- 
time courts  of  either  nation,  sitting  under  and 
professing,  at  least,  to  decide  according  to  the  au- 
thority of  national  law.  In  the  same  class  were 
included  all  treaties  merely  of  peace.  As  to  these 
the  President  and  Senate  ratify  the  treaty.  The 
President,  as  Commander-in-Chief,  can  suspend 
hostilities,  and  the  tribunals  of  prize  are  compe- 
tent to  do  the  rest. 
To  the  second  class  he  would  refer  all  treaties, 


conventions,  and  agreement?,  having  solely  for 
their  object  a  change,  eithei  reciprocal  or  other- 
wise, of  any  regulations  merely  municipal,  in  one 
or  both  countries.  If  the  change  was  to  be  recip- 
rocal, according  to  his  idea,  it  would  require  the 
interposition  of  the  Legislature  of  each  country 
respectively  ;  if  it  is  not  to  be  reciprocal,  it  would 
require  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
country  only  in  which  the  change  was  to  be 
effected. 

Further,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.  treaties  may  be  mixed 
or  compounded  of  stipulations,  relating  to  objects, 
some  of  which  belong  to  one  class  and  some  to 
the  other. 

Of  this  description  are  treaties  of  guarantee,  of 
alliance,  of  subsidy,  of  cession,  of  boundaries  and 
many  others  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  enume- 
rate. So  far  as  these  relate  to  objects  purely 
international,  they  are  self-executory,  or,  at  all 
events,  may  be  executed  without  the  aid  of  the 
legislative  power.  But  so  far  as  they  concern 
objects  solely  of  municipal  legislation,  so  far  they 
require  the  aid  of  the  legislative  authority  to 
'  carry  them  into  effect.  If  the  terms  are  recipro- 
cal, they  will  require  reciprocal  legislation  in 
each  country,  respectively,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  latter  class  of  objects.  If  they  are  not  re- 
ciprocal, they  will  require  legislation  in  that  coun- 
try only  where  municipal  regulations  are  to  be 
altered  or  affected. 

Thus  a  treaty  merely  of  guarantee  or  alliance, 
between  two  nations,  both  of  whom  are  at  peace, 
is  self-executory  ;  it  is  perfected  by  the  exchange 
of  ratifications.  Its  objects  are  purely  interna- 
tional, and  require  no  legislation,  because  they 
require  no  new  municipal  regulations,  neither 
do  they  require  the  change  of  any  already  in 
existence. 

But  if  such  a  treaty  stipulate  that  one  or  both 
parties  shall  raise  and  keep  up  a  certain  number 
of  troops,  this  stipulation,  if  it  be  reciprocal,  must 
be  legislated  upon  in  both  countries  ;  if  not  recip- 
rocal. It  must  be  legislated  upon  m  that  country 
which  is  to  keep  up  the  troops,  because  as  to  that 
country  the  object  of  the  treaty  is  a  municipal 
regulation. 

As  to  a  treaty  of  subsidy,  that  too  would  require 
legislation  in  the  country  paying  the  subsidy,  be- 
cause the  appropriation  of  money  is  a  municipal 


regulation 


With  regard  to  treaties  of  alliance,  with  a  na- 
tion already  engaged  in  a  war.  as  well  as  to  trea- 
ties of  cession  and  boundary,  they  are  required  to 
be  considered  as  with  relation  to  the  extent  of  the 
power  vested  in  the  authority  making  them,  as 
with  relation  to  the  objects  of  the  treaties  them- 
selves. If  the  same  authority  which  is  invested 
with  the  power  of  making  treaties,  possesses  also 
the  power  of  declaring  war.  then  that  authority 
may  make  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  a  nation  ac- 
tually engaged  in  a  war.  But  if  the  power  of 
making  treaties  and  of  declaring  war  is  not  lodged 
in  the  same  hands,  then  the  authority  of  the  treaty- 
making  power  does  not  extend  to  such  a  case; 
because  to  make  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  a  nation 
engaged  in  war,  is  to  make  war  on  the  enemy  of 
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^hat  nation.  Even  if  the  treaty-making  power  is 
jilso  investe«i  with  the  power  of  declaring  war, 
^till  all  the  stipulations  of  any  treaty  of  alliance 
^hich  It  may  make  with  a  belligerent  nation,  so 
""far  as  the  same  relates  to  raising  troops,  paying 
-Qoney.  or  ty  other  objects  of  municipal  regula- 
^jion,  so  far  Vfill  the  stipulations  of  such  a  treaty 
.|equire  legislative  interposition  to  carry  them  into 

K fleet.     Oil  r'le  other  hand,  so  far  as  such  stipula- 
ions  concerii  objects  merely   international   and 
^xtra  territof  iai.  so  far  they  are  self-executory,  or, 
At  all  events  may  be  executed  by  the  executive 
ind  judiciaf  powers,  without  any  legislative  as- 
|*istance.       j. 

•  '  With  ref»  rence  lo  treaties  of  boundary  and 
i  session,  he  would  say.  that  if  the  treaty-making 
|[^ower  of  a  uation  is  constitutionally  authorized 
\io  fix  its  boiAidarif  s  or  cede  any  part  of  its  terri- 
tory by  treity,  and  does  by  treaty  contract  its 
fi'oundaries  or  cede  a  part  of  its  territory,  such 

•  jreaty  is  self  executory.  If  by  a  treaty  of  cession 
\  T>r  boundary.it  exienas  the  limits  of  the  nation, 
;  ^r  acquires  -'new  territories,  such  a  treaty,  so  far 
i  i|s  It  relates  to  objects  merely  municipal,  will  re- 
i  ^^uire  legislajion  ;  your  laws,  civil  and  criminal, 
'^annot  be  extended  over  it  merely  by  treaty. 

To  decide,  how  far  any  treaty,  and  particularly 
le  treaty  betore  us,  requires  legislative  assistance 
'}0  carry  it  Hj'toeflect,  we  must  ascertain  first,  the 
Constitutional  extent  of  the  treaty-making  power 
fc(ver  the  objects  of  that  treaty  ;  and  secondly, 
^uow  far  the  treaty  stipulations  concern  such  ob- 
>  Jects  as  are  purely  international,  and  are  for  this 
i  eason  self-«jiecutory  ;  and  how  far  these  stipu- 
yitions  relat)^  to  objects  municipal  and  intra-ter- 
^itorial.  and  j.herefore  cannot  execute  themselves 
ir  be  executed  without  legislative  interposition. 
I  The  President  and  Senate  have  power  to  make 
.reaties;  thiji  is  said  to  mean  all  treaties — treaties 
If  commerce  as  well  as  the  rest.  Granted.  Still 
Jhis  does  no| decide  the  question.  These  treaties 
-when  made^nay  be  either  self-executory,  or  they 
>|aay  require^ihe  aid  of  laws  to  carry  them  into  ex- 
iBCUtion.  Ofwhich  class  IS  this  treaty  ?  What  are 
fpe  objects  (»f  some  of  its  stipulations  ?  Are  they 
iyurely  intei-;iational  or  municipal?  Extra  or 
Mntra-territOMal  ?  They  relate  to  the  equalization 
3f  duties,  (.an  anything,  he  asked,  be  so  entirely 
jjn  objectof  municipal  regulation  ?  Can  anything 
e  more  con^pletely  intra-territorial  ? 

Let  us  coipiider,  said  Mr.  W.  the  nature  of  the 
reaiy-raakirfg  power.     Is  it  a  power   to  pledge 
Ine  laith  of  *he  nation,  to  anything  or  to  every- 
iing;  possiEile  or   impossible?     Evidently   not. 
is  a  powet  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  for 
Bie  performrrjce  of  such  things  only  as  are  natu- 
Lliy  and  coijstitutionally  possible,     is  it  a  power 
\\  pledge  th^  faith  of  the  nation  absolutely  and 
jrithout  qua^ficanon  in  all  cases  ?     Or  only  ab- 
blutely  in  s«me  cases   and  qualified   in  others? 
I'ertainly  thij'  latter.     And   this  seemed   to  him 
Jfie    dislinct»j)n.      The    treaty-making    power    is 
|uthorized  lf.«  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  abso- 
itely  for  the|)erformanceof  all  stipulations  purely 
Jiernationai   or   extra-territorial,   because    these 
*re  either  stU-executory,  and  are  in  fact  partly 


executed  by  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  as  in  a 
treaty  of  peace;  or  they  depend  for  their  execu- 
tion on  the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  which 
are  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  as  in  the  restoration 
of  prizes  captured  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities; 
as  in  the  decision  of  contraband, enemy's  property, 
blockade,  the  right  of  search,  the  change  of  pro- 
perty, and  all  other  questions  of  maritime  juris- 
diction. But  as  to  all  objects  of  mere  municipal 
regulation,  it  is  not  authorized  to  pledge  the  faith 
of  the  nation  absolutely  and  without  qualification, 
because  these  are  to  be  effected  only  by  laws, and 
cannot  make  laws,  though  it  can  make  treaties. 
But  this  treaty  is  a  law,  and  the  supreme  law. 
The  answer  was  easy — it  had  been  given  a  dozen 
times.  If  the  President  and  Senate  could  legis- 
late by  treaty  upon  one  object,  purely  municipal 
and  intra-territorial,  they  could  legislate  by  treaty 
upon  all  object:)  purely  municipal  and  intra-terri- 
torial. They  could  lay  taxes  by  treaty,  raise 
troops  by  treaty,  in  short,  exercise  the  whole  legis- 
lative authority  of  the  country  by  treaty.  What 
then  becameof  the  distinction  that  has  been  taken 
between  treaties  self-executory  and  treaties  which 
require  laws  to  carry  them  into  execution  ?  One 
or  the  other  ground  must  be  abandoned.  Either 
treaties  operate  as  laws  upon  all  objects  purely 
municipal  and  intra-territorial,  or  upon  none.  If 
upon  all.  every  treaty  is  self-executory.  If  upon 
none,  then  every  treaty  operating  upon  such  ob- 
jects requires  a  law  to  give  it  eff"ect.  But  no  ob- 
ject can  be  more  completely  municipal  and  intra- 
territorial,  than  the  objects  of  this  treaty.  What 
can  be  more  entirely  an  object  of  municipal  regu- 
lation than  the  imposition  of  duties  ?  What  more 
completely  intra-ierritorial  than  the  execution  of 
those  duties  in  our  own  ports?  Surely  then  a 
law  is  necessary. 

In  support  of  the  position  that  a  treaty  is  a  law 
of  the  land,  and  a  supreme  law,  an  article  of  the 
Constitution  had  been  quoted,  and  some  stress 
laid  upon  the  argument.  If  that  article  is  accu- 
rately examined,  it  would  be  found  to  refer  only 
to  the  States.  '•  The  judges  in  every  State  shall 
be  bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing." If  the  framers  of  the  Constituiion 
had  intended  that  a  treaty  should  control  acts  of 
Congress,  would  they  not  have  added  '  anything 
contained  in  any  act  of  Congress  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding?"  Could  anything  be  more  ob- 
vious? But  it  had  been  said,  also,  that  a  treaty 
could  repeal  a  law,  and  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was 
triumphantly  appealed  to  as  evidence  of  the  fact. 
It  is  a^ked,  Did  not  the  Treaty  of  Peace  repeal 
the  law  declaring  war?  Mr.  W.  answered,  if  it 
did,  still  it  would  not  affect  his  position,  which 
was,  that  no  treaty  could  repeal  any  regulation 
merely  municipal.  Was  war  a  mere  municipal 
regulation  ?  According  to  what  law  is  it  to  be 
declared  and  waged?  By  what  law  is  it  regu- 
lated ?  Certainly  the  law  of  nations.  Can  any 
object  be  merely  municipal  which  is  regulated 
entirely  by  the  law  of  nations?  Certainly  not. 
There  were  writers  on  national  laws  whose 
works  were  confined  to  a  consideration   of  the 
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rights  of  war  and  peace.  Mr.  W.  admitted  that 
raising  troop.^  and  money  to  wage  war,  were 
mere  municipal  regulations,  but  raising  troops 
was  not  waging  war.  It  was  true  also  that  war 
may  be  either  extra  or  inira-territorial.  Still  he 
would  inquire  by  what  law  was  it  regulated  ? 
Was  it  an  international  or  municipal  object? 
But  he  did  not  by  any  means  admit  that  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  repealed  the  law  declaring  war. 
He  held  that  a  law  could  be  repealed  only  by  a 
law.  He  said  that  the  law  declaring  war  ex- 
pired by  its  own  limitation,  as  soon  as  peace  was 
concluded.  What  was  the  meaning  of  the  law 
declarin<T  war  ?  He  spoke  not  of  its  words,  but 
Its  effects.  Simply  this:  "War  is  hereby  de- 
clared against  Great  Britain,  and  shall  be  waged 
and  continue  until  peace  is  made  ?"  Would  it 
admit  any  other  meaning?  But  if,  as  gentlemen 
suppose,  the  Treaty  of  Peace  operated  by  re- 
pealing the  act  declaring  war,  then  nothing  more 
was  neces>ary  ihan  to  repeal  that  act,  in  order  to 
be  at  peace.  He  once  indeed  had  heard  a  great 
peace  advocate  jocularly  maintain  this  opinion. 
But  he  imagined  it  would  not  be  gravely  assert- 
ed. No,  undoubtedly,  would  be  the  reply  ;  for 
the  consent  of  a  foreign  nation  would  be  want- 
ing. Well,  then,  Mr.  W.  added,  he  could  say, 
even  with  the  consent  of  that  foreign  nation,  a 
repeal  of  the  law  declaring  war.  would  not  make 
peace,  because  that  would  be  to  transfer  the 
power  of  making  peace  from  the  President  and 
two-thirds  of  the  Senate  to  the  President  and  a 
bare  majority  of  both  Houses.  If,  then,  repealing 
the  law  declaring  war,  even  with  the  consent  of 
the  foreign  nation  to  make  pe.ice,  would  not  have 
placed  us  in  a  state  of  peace,  how  could  it  be 
said  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace  operated  by  repeal- 
ing the  act  declaring  war  ? 

Mr.  W.  said  there  was  one  view  taken  of  this 
subject  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Tcckeh) — he  would  call  him  his  friend,  if  their 
intimacy  admitted  the  expression,  for  he  should 
think  himself  honored  by  the  friendship  of  the 
gentleman — which  he  would  attempt  to  enlarge. 

If  a  duty  might  be  repealed  by  treaty,  the 
whole  of  our  duties  might  be  so  repealed.  The 
commissioners  who  made  this  treaty,  had  their 
instructions  admitted,  might  have  stipulated  that 
all  American  vessels  and  goods  should  be  duty 
free  in  England;  all  English  vessels  and  goods 
duty  free  in  the  United  States.  Here  would  have 
been  twelve  or  thirteen  millions  of  your  revenue 
swept  away  at  once  ;  and  as  that  revenue  is 
pledged,  you  would  have  been  compelled  to  pro- 
vide other  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
creditor. 

Having  answered  several,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
would  in  turn  ask  one  question  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side.  A  distinction  had  been 
taken  between  treaties  requiring  an  appropriation 
of  money,  and  others,  because  the  article  in  the 
Constituiion  is  restricti-'e  :  ''No  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of 
appropriations  made  by  law."  Whenever  money 
was  wanted,  therefore,  U  seemed  to  be  conceded 
a  law  must  be  passed  }  whereas  the  article  rela- 


ting to  commerce  being  merely  permissive,  no 
law  was  thought  necessary.  Now  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  and  to  make  war  were  given 
to  Congress  in  the  same  form  of  words.  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce; 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  war.  Their 
powers  over  these  objects  must  be  coextensive. 
He  would  ask  if  the  President  and  Senate,  under 
the  general  treaty-making  power,  were  author- 
ized to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance,  off'ensive 
and  defensive,  with  a  foreign  nation  actually 
engaged  in  war?  If  they  were,  ttien  all  the 
most  essential  powers  of  the  Government  be- 
longed to  them  ;  they  could  make  war  by  treaty  ; 
they  could  make  peace  by  treaty;  they  could 
raise  and  keep  up  troops  by  treaty  ;  they  could 
lay  and  collect  taxes  by  treaty,  and  repeal  them 
by  treaty;  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  by 
treaty  ;  and  when  gentlemen  prided  themselves 
in  the  check  that  they  could  not  appropriate 
money  by  treaty,  they  had  forgotten  that  they 
could  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  by  treaty. 

For  his  own  part,  Mr.  W.  did  not  think  they 
could  do  any  of^  those  things,  and  he  should  be 
sorry  if  they  could;  and  he  did  not  think  so  be- 
cause he  believed  the  sound,  the  true,  the  safe, 
and  honest  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  to 
be,  that  whatever  any  branch  of  the  Government 
could  not  constitutionally  dodirecily,  it  could  not 
do  indirectly;  and  as  the  President  and  Senate 
could  not  make  war  directly,  or  regulate  com- 
merce directly,  they  could  not  make  war  by 
treaty,  nor  regulate  commerce  (so  l"ar  as  it  was 
municipal  and  intra-territorial)  by  treaty. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  commerce, 
had  been  called  a  residuary  power,  a  power  to 
regulate  such  parts  of  commerce  as  have  not  been 
regulated  by  treaty.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
term  residuary  power.  He  would  admit  it  to  be 
a  residuary  power,  but  he  said  it  was  a  power  to 
regulate  such  parts  of  commerce  as  couid  not  be 
eff'ectually  regulated  by  treaty.  Such  parts  as 
require  other  sanctions  than  those  of  the  law  of 
nations  to  enforce  them.  The  President  and  Sen- 
ate, Mr.  W.  said,  had  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce by  treaty,  so  far  as  it  was  purely  interna- 
tional and  extra-territorial.  Congress  had  power 
to  regulate  commerce  by  law,  so  far  as  it  was 
purely  municipal  and  intra-territorial. 

The  President  and  Senate  could  not  lay  or  re- 
peal duties  by  treaty.  Congress  could  not  extend 
or  limit  the  right  of  search,  or  the  definition  of 
blockade,  or  contraband,  by  law.  Thus  each  had 
its  proper  objects,  and  over  those  objects  the  aa- 
thority  of  each  was  complete. 

But  the  treaty-making  power  necessarily  in- 
cludes the  power  of  pledging  the  national  faith 
qualifiedly,  that  certain  acts  shall  be  done  which 
Its  own  authority  is  not  of  itself  competent  to  do. 
If  it  does  so  pledge  the  national  faith  for  the  per- 
formance of  such  acts,  then  it  was  for  that  power 
whoi,e  aid  is  required  to  eff"ect  them,  to  say  how 
far  it  will  redeem  the  pledge.  The  form  of  the 
stipulation,  Mr.  W.  contended,  makes  no  diff'er- 
ence.     Foreign   nations  treat    with    us   with   a 
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Jtnowledge  <)f  our  Constitution,  and   the  stipula- 

RioDs  of  a  treaty  are   understood  with  reference 
0  Constitutonal   powers.     The  pledge  given  by 
►H  treaty  is  understood   lo   be  a  pledge  to  do  all 
5«rhich   the  jtreaty-making  power  can,  of  itself, 
.werform,  and  to  cause  to  be  done,  if  possible,  by 
4he  other  departments  of  the  Government,  what- 
jtver  Its  ow!»  power  is  not  competent  to  do. 
/    A  treaty, 'to  be  sure,  had  been  said  to  repeal 
,   \  law,  and,  therefore,   it   would  be  said  that  the 
Itreaty-maki'ig  power  has   in  this  instance  stipu- 
lated for  noihing  more  than  u  was  competent  of 
•'.tself  to  pecform.     If  a  treaty  could  repeal  one 
aw,   it  can   repeal  another;  if  it  could    repeal 
iJ.ome,  It  cap  repeal  all ;  for  he  called  upon  gen- 
leraen  to  r(»collect  what  was  so  clearly  and  for- 
ibiy  demotjstrated  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
arolina.  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  that  the  restrictions 
ontained  i4  the  Constitution  were  restrictions  on 
|/he   power  jof  Congress,  not  restrictions  on  the 
•jreaty-making  power. 

i^    He    would     add    noihing    further.     He    had 
Snromised  ni'/t  to  lire  the  House  ;  and  yet,  though 
e  had  only;  thrown  out  hints  rather  than  argu- 
enis,  he  t^as  hfraid  that  promise  was  already 
roken. 

Mr.  SHErt"EY  said,  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
louse  was  already  fatigued  with  the  protracted 
j/Jiscu.ssion  vvhich  this  subject  had  undergone.  He 
tlhould,  therefore,  in  delivering  his  sentiments,  be 
«?s  brief  as  wns  in  his  power.  It  was  most  unques- 
i^onably  iru^,  as  had  been  staled,  that  the  inquiry 
bich  it  bs'booved  the  House  to  make,  was  not 
hat  ought:  to  be  the  proper  distinction  of  the 
owers  of  i»ie  Constitution,  but  what  they  really 
gjre.  If  the  comprehensive  and  almost  unlimited 
^'"ower  cont<'nded  for,  was  exclusively  vested  in 
"JT^e  President  and  Senate,  it  became  the  duty  of 
Ijhe  House,  {n  obedience  lo  the  supreme  will,  to 
ield  a  reaily  acquiescence.  But  he  thought  it 
ot  unreasanable  to  contend,  that  unless  that 
ower  wasflearly  granted,  and  in  terms  wholly 
nequivoca  ,a  differentcourseought  to  be  adopted. 
i^Jf  there  wa«  a  rational  doubt,  or  an  apparent  con- 

f'licl  in  the  <iifferent  parts  of  the  Consiiiution.  as 
t  respects  C.ie  subject  before  the  House,  that  con- 
truction  oiight  to  be  given  which  best  comports 
P^iih  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the  Government, 
^nd  preserves  liie  salutary  checks  which  have 
>peea  provid^'d  against  the  abuse  of  power. 
^    The  lead'^ig  features  of  this  Constitution,  said 
JS^Ir.  S.,  are  Istrongly  and  distinctly  marked.     Its 
j)rincipal  cltiracteristics  consist  in  a  distribution 
p{  its  poweit)  to  different  departments,  and  in  such 
^n  organization  of  each  as  tends  to  check  abuses. 
The  Tegislajftive,  executive,  and  judicial  powers 
>»re  conddef  to  different  public  agents,  who,  in 
Jibe  exercist^  of  their  respective  functions,  act  as 
; 'hecks  upoji  each  other.     The  legislative  power 
ifcs  so  organised  as  lo  afford  great  security  against 
i?he  adoptioii  of  improper  measures.     In  the  ordi- 
^•ary  course* of  legislation,  no  act  is  binding  on 
*he  nation    jntil  it  has  received  the  assent  of  a 
ajority  of  :he  Representatives  of  the  people  and 
{  the  Statjs;  and,  likewise,  the  assent  of  the 
'resident,  itie    representative   of  both.     Surely, 

i 
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then,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  contend  (in  the 
absence  of  any  positive  provision)  that  a  treaty, 
made  by  the  President  and  Senate,  embracing  the 
same  subjects,  confided  lo  the  Legislature  in  dis- 
tinct terms,  ought  not  to  have  the  force  of  a  law, 
which  has  received  the  approbation  of  all  the  con- 
stituent branches  of  the  legislative  power. 

Before  he  proceeded  further,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
wished  to  be  distinctly  understood.  He  did  not 
mean  to  contend  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives had  any  agency  in  making  treaties,  or  that 
a  direct  vote  of  ratification  was  necessary  or 
proper,  but  he  meant  to  contend  that  a  treaty  did 
not  operate  as  an  absolute  repeal  of  an  existing 
law  in  conflict  with  it;  and  that,  when  it  con- 
tained affirmative  stipulations,  in  relation  to  sub- 
jects expressly  confided  to  Congress,  a  law  was 
necessary  to  give  it  effect.  This  construction 
will  make  every  part  of  the  Constitution  consist- 
ent with  its  own  principles,  and  with  the  spirit 
which  pervades  the  whole. 

In  the  distribution  of  its  powers,  the  Constitu- 
tion has  expressly  provided  that  all  legislative 
power  therein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  In  a  subsequent  part, 
the  objects  to  which  it  shall  extend  are  specially 
enumerated.  No  concurrent  special  authority,  in 
relation  to  these  objects,  is  granted  to  any  other 
department  of  the  Government.  But  a  general 
power  IS  given  to  the  President  and  Senate  lo 
make  treaties,  which  I  admit  means  all  treaties 
usually  among  nations.  The  question  then  is, 
does  ihi?  general  power  to  make  treaties,  so  far  as 
it  is  exercised,  operate  to  the  utter  destruction  of 
the  special  power  of  legislation  ;  or.  shall  both 
have  their  effect?  Among  the  rules  which  are 
adopted,  in  the  construction  of  the  instrument, 
none  seems  to  be  better  settled,  than  that  general 
powers  cannot  destroy  those  specially  granted  ; 
but  that  when  there  is  a  conflict,  the  former  must 
yield  to  the  latter;  and  a  rule  equally  correct  is, 
that  every  part  of  an  instrument  shall  have  its 
due  efiect,  if  possible.  Can  it  then  be  correctly 
contended,  that  the  power  to  make  treaties,  con- 
ferred in  general  terms,  annihilates  (so  far  as  the 
provisions  of  a  treaty  extend)  the  power  to  make 
laws,  specially  granted?  Is  it  not  more  correct 
to  adopt  a  construction  which  will  equally  pre- 
serve the  power  to  make  treaties,  and  the  power 
to  make  laws,  which  will  give  to  the  President 
and  Senate  the  exclusive  authority  to  make  all 
treaties,  and  leave  to  the  House  ot  Representa- 
tives a  concurrent  power  in  the  execution  of  such 
as  embrace  subjects  expressly  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  Congress  ?  A  very  extensive  field  for 
the  operation  of  the  treaty-making  power  will 
still  exist.  Every  treaty  of  peace,  of  limits — all 
treaties  regulating  the  conduct  of  the  contracting 
nations,  when  either  shall  be  at  war — designating 
what  shall  be  contraband,  or  what  shall  be  a  legal 
blockade — regulating  the  right  of  search,  and 
many  others,  will  fall  within  its  exclusive  juris- 
diction ;  and  as  ii  respects  those  treaties,  em- 
bracing legislative  objects,  it  will  possess  the  right 
to  form  them,  in  the  first  instance,  and  also  a  con- 
current voice  in  their  execution. 
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A  consideration  of  the  comparative  character 
of  the  legislative  and  treaty-making  powers  tends 
strongly  to  support  this  construction,  and  to  prove, 
in  a  manner  perfectly  satisfactory  to  mysell,  that 
the  latter  is  not  superior,  not  equal,  to  the  former. 
That  which  is  called  sovereign  power  in  every 
Government,  is  the  power  to  make  laws.  In 
Great  Britain,  it  is  clothed  with  the  character  of 
omnipotence,  because,  as  to  the  objects  which  it 
embraces,  it  is  superior  to  any  other  human 
power,  and  annuls  all  that  come  in  collision  with 
it.  The  Executive  and  Judicial  powers  are  un- 
der its  control,  and  subject  to  its  direction.  In 
this  Government,  the  power  of  legislation  is  con- 
fined to  certain  objects;  but,  as  it  respects  these 
objects,  its  sovereignty  is  complete,  unless  re- 
stricted by  the  spirit  or  letter  of  the  Constitution. 
Hence  I  contend,  that  as  to  all  legislative  sub- 
jects, the  sovereign  or  supreme  power  has  been 
confided  to  Congress,  and  that  the  treaty-making 
power,  (being  an  Executive  power,)  so  far  as  it 
acts  on  those  subjects,  is  inferior,  and  subordinate 

to  it. 

But  it  is  said,  that  a  treaty,  though  the  act  of 
theExecuiive  department  iselevated  toanequali- 
ly,  if  not  superiority,  with  an  act  of  Congress,  by 
an  express  provision  of  the  Constitution,  in  which 
it  is  declared,   that  the  "  Constitution  and  laws 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made, 
or  hereafter  to  be  made,  shall  be  ihe  supreme  law 
of  the  land."     Let  us  examine  this  subject.     Let 
us  look  into  the  existing  state  of  things  when  this 
Constitution  was  framed.     The  State  sovereign- 
ties then  existed,  and  were  to  be  preserved  to  a 
certain  extent.     The  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  their  operation,  must  frequently  and 
necessarily  act  on  the  same  subjects  over  which 
the  Slates  retained  some  authority,  and,  conse- 
quently, produce  collision.     As  it  respected  trea- 
ties, there  was  another  consideration,  which  made 
it  hi<^hly  necessary  that  their  relative  character 
shoufd   be  established.     It   is  well   known    that 
much  discussion  had  taken  place,  and  a  variety 
of  sentiments  entertained  as  to  the  force  and  ef- 
fect of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783.     It  was  con- 
tended, (and  1  think  some  of  the  States  so  con- 
strued it,)  that  the  stipulation  contained  in  that 
treaty,  conflicting  with  the  laws  of  the  States, 
merely  municipal,  did  not  repeal  those  laws.     In 
order,   then,  that   these  collisions  might  be  pre- 
vented, and   a  due   subordination  secured  to  the 
authority  confided  to  the  United  States,  it  became 
indispensable  to  declare  it  supreme  in    relation 
to  the  States.  Hence  it  has  provided,  thattheCon- 
siitution.  laws,  and  treaties,  ''should  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  anything  in  the  Consti- 
tution or  laws  of  any  Slate  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding." 

That  the  Constitution  did  not  intend  to  declare 
what  should  be  the  effect  of  treaties,  in  relation 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ;  that  it  did  not 
intend  to  elevate  an  Executive  act  so  as  to  make 
it  equal  or  superior  to  an  act  of  the  sovereign  or 
legislative  power,  but  leave  it  possej^sed  of  its 
natural  character,  is  susceptible  of  other  illuslra- 
tions.     In  the  European  Stales,  where  the  whole 


power   of  the   Government  is  vested  in  a  single 
individual  or  in  a  single  body  of  men.  treaties  are 
equal  to  laws,  because  they  contain  a  manifesta- 
tion of  the  will  of  the  whole  sovereign  power,  in 
which  laws  themselves  consist.    In  ihe  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  however,  where  the  treaty- 
making    power   and    the    legislative   power   are 
lodged  in  different  hands,  (and  in  that  respect  is 
like  our  own,)  a  treaty,  embracing  legislative 
subjects,  is  not  equal  to  an   act  of  Parliament; 
but  depends,  so  far  as  these  subjects  are  con- 
cerned, for  its  execution,  on  the  legislature.  With 
the   British   constitution   before  their  eyes,  (and 
that  they  had  it  steadily  in  view,  the  distribu- 
tion of  power  and   the   phrases  employed  suffi- 
ciently attest.)  can  it  be   supposed  that  the  fra- 
mers   of  the   Constitution,  if  they    intended    to 
give  to  treaties  the  extraordinary  effect  now  con- 
tended for.  would  not  have  declared  so  in  express 
terms?     I   say  extraordinary   effect,  because  in 
the  only  Government  similar,  as  it  respects  this 
question,  to  our  own,  treaties,  embracing  legisla- 
tive  subjects,   are    not    equal    to    laws.     In    the 
clause    which    declares   the   Constitution,   laws 
made   m    pursuance    thereof,  and   treaties  made 
under   the    authority   of  the  United  States,  the 
relative  character  of  each  is  not  designated  ;  and 
it  may  be  as  readily  contended   that  treaties  are 
equal  to  the  Constitution,  as  that  they  are  equal 
to  laws.     If  they  are  equal  to  the  Constitution, 
then,  according  to  the  doctrine  on  the  other  side, 
being  last  in  point  of  lime,  they  must  repeal  and 
supersede  whatever  comes  in  conflict  with  it.    In 
relation  to  treaties,  it  is  not  even  declared  that, 
in  order  to  become  the  supreme  law,  they  shall  be 
made  "  in  pursuance  to  the  Constitution."   This, 
to  my  mind,  proves  satisfactorily,  that  the  clause 
in  question  did  not  intend  to  fix  the  relative  qual- 
ity of  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties;  but 
to  leave  it  to  that  construction  which  the  nature 
of  ihose  acts  and  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  readily  suggest. 

Permit  me   now   to   examine    the    extent  to 
which  the  doctrines  advanced   on  the  other  side 
would  lead  us.     It  has  been  said  that  the  cases 
which  have  been  suggested  in  argument  to  show 
the  vast  and  almost  unlimited  power  conferred 
on  the  President  and  Senate  by  the  construction 
contended  for    in   opposition  to  the  bill,  are  ex- 
treme, and   ought  therefore  to  be  rejected.     But 
to  me  it  appears  obvious,  that  to  test  the  correct- 
ness of  any  principle,  you  ought  to  look  to  the 
consequences  to  which  it  will  lead.     One  honor- 
able   member   (Mr.   Calhoun)   has   contended, 
that  treaties   are  superior  to  acts  of  Congress, 
and  another.  (Mr.  Pinkney,)  that  they  are  equal; 
though  there  is  a  difference  in  the  force  of  these 
opinions,  in  substance  they  are  the  satne.     1  hey 
amount  to  this,  that  a  treaty  repeals  all  laws  op- 
posed to  it,  and  that  it  executes  itself.     Ihe  lat- 
ier  cenileman   has  indeed  admitted  that  it  may 
sometimes  be  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to  execute 
a  treaty,  but   not   because  there  is  a  defect  of 
power  on  the  part  of  those  who  make  the  treaty, 
but  because  its  stipulations  may  not  be  sufficient- 
ly definite.    These   opinions   tend  to   the   utter 
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Subversion  ^f  the  legislative  power,  at  least  so 
ir  as  il  is  vested  in  this  House.     Let  us  see  their 
[lendency.    'The    Constitution    has   confided    in 
Congress  tt>e  power  to   regulate  commerce  with 
loreign  nations.     On   this  subject,  so  highly  in- 
teresting to, the  people,  their  Representati.ves  are 
If^nvested  wi^h  the  right  to  judge  and  determine 
""(what  partiriular  regulatious  are  most  conducive 
|io  their  prc^perity.     But  the  opinions  staled  on 
ihis  floor  aijthorize  the  interposition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Jsenaie  at  any  time  to  supersede  this 
f»iright,   partiilly  or  entirely,  at  their  discretion  ; 
artially.  b^  making  treaties  of  commerce  with 
some  natiorjs;  entirely,  by  making  treaties  with 
Ml  who  havrany  commercial  intercourse  with  us. 
^»    Accordiotr    to    the    honorable    member   frona 
[aryland,  ijMr.  Pinkney.)  if  this  House  should 
Refuse  to  ra,>5e  a  large  military  force  required  by 
'  jfhe  President,  he  may  accomplish  this  object  by 
jjjegotiatingja  treaty  with  some  foreign  Power,  in 
'^vhich   the  /aisibg  of  such  force  shall  be  made  a 
stipulation.^   Il   is   only  necessary  to   make    the 
treaty  suffi(»iently  definite  ;  to  stipulate  the  num- 
ber of  regiynents,  the  number   of  companies  in 
jach,and  t^e  number  and  quality  of  the  officers 
^jo  be  emplijyed,  and  the  force,  with  the  consent 
^i)f  two-thir<ls  of  the  Senate,  will  be  immediately 
>*aised  ;  the*  treaty  will  execute    itself.     Should 
loney  be    V-antiag  to  accomplish  the  object,  it 
jiay  be  obt4ined   in    the  same  way  by  treaty — a 
ling  not  uijusual  among  other  nations. 
Let  me  pursue  the  subject.     The  Constitution 
^as  gratitedf  to   Congress   the  power    to  declare 
rar.     In  thj-  exercise  of  a  power  in  which  every- 
iing  dear  t^  the  people  is  involved,  which  causes 
leir  blood  Jo  flow  and  their  hard  earnings  to  be 
rrested  fro^i  them,  the  co-operation  of  the  Rep- 
lesentaiiveh,  was   wisely  required.     But  a  treaty 
aay  make  tvarlvithout  their  consent,  if  we  ad- 
|iiQil    the  ca|)struction  contended  for.     A   treaty 
p?ith   a  foriign    Power   may  stipulate   that  we 
'^hall  make  jcominon  cause  with  her  against  her 
jnemy  ;  th«  public  force  will  be  employed  ac- 
cordingly, ^nd  the  country  thus  brought  into  an 
actual    sta(4;    of    war.     The  same   construction 
rill  authoiize  the  President  and  Senate  to  lay 
ind  collecr  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises. 
►lany  casej   might    be   supposed   illustrative  of 
lis  positioi'.     I  will  beg  leave  to  state  one  only, 
teuppose,  inc  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
fHriiain,  i:  l|ad  been  stipulated  that  British  cot- 
tons and   woollens  should  pay  a  duty  of  ten  or 
Blfteen  per  c.-nt.   ad   valorem,  in  the  ports  of  the 
jr^  Jnited  Sla^js,  and  that  French  goods  of  a  simi- 
lar descripti)n  should  pay  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty  per 
t^ent.     HerK  it    is    most  obvious    that    the  duty 
Which   the  «eopie  of  the   United   States  would 
May.  above  (he  ordinary   duty  imposed  by   law, 
JJrould  be  levied  on  them  without  the  consent  of 
'leir  Reprt^entaiives,   though  the   Constitution 
cpressly  prj.vides,  not  only  that  their  assent  shall 
f  necessar\|,  but  that  all  bills  for  raising  revenue 
Ifiall  uriginiiie  with  them. 
Congress  lare  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
)  establibh'^an   uniform   rule  of  naturalization, 
pursuanife  of  which,  they  have   passed  laws 
i 
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I  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  foreigners  to  the 
I  rights  of  citizens,  on  certain  conditions:  among 
other  things,  a  residence  of  five  years  is  re- 
quired. But  if  a  treaty  is  equal  or  superior  to 
!  an  act  of  Congress,  a  whole  foreign  nation  may 
I  be  naturalized  by  treaty. 

j  The  Constitution  has  committed  to  Congress 
I  the  duty  of  defending  the  country  against  for- 
eign and  domestic  violence,  and  for  that  purpose 
has  given  them  power  **  to  raise  and  support 
armies,  and  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy." 
Suppose  a  treaty  should  be  made  with  a  foreign 
nation,  in  which  it  should  be  stipulated  that  our 
army  should  be  disbanded,  and  our  navy  dis- 
mantled, and  that  no  other  similar  force  should 
be  substituted ;  would  the  treaty  disband  the 
army  and  dismantle  the  navy  without  any  legis- 
lative provision  ?  If  so,  then  the  President  and 
Senate  have  the  entire  control  of  the  public  de- 
fence, and  may  lay  wholly  prostrate  a  most  im- 
portant power  belonging  to  this  House. 

The  construction  contended  for  will  authorize 
the  President  and  Senate  to  incorporate  a  foreign 
territory  as  a  member  of  this  Union.  By  the 
Constitution,  Congress  are  empowered  to  admit 
new  States;  but  if  a  treaty  supersedes  legisla- 
tion, then  it  most  unquestionably  follows,  that, 
by  a  compact  with  a  foreign  nation,  foreign  ter- 
ritory may  be  ceded  and  admitted  into  the 
Union,  invested  with  all  the  privileges  of  a 
State. 

From  a  candid  and  serious  consideration  of  the 
extent  to  which  we  should  be  led  by  the  high- 
toned  doctrines  which  have  been  advanced,  I 
cannot  for  a  moment  admit  their  correctness. 
Can  It  be  possible  that  it  could  ever  have  been 
in  the  contemplation  of  those  for  whom  this 
Government  was  formed,  that  the  powers  of 
their  Representatives  should  be  superseded  when- 
ever it  should  please  the  President  and  Senate  to 
dispense  with  them?  Is  it  rational  to  suppose 
that  the  Coasiiiutioo,  which  recognises  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  people,  should  intend  that  a  for- 
eign nation,  nay,  (as  has  been  jusily  remarked,) 
a  Chickasaw  chief,  might  be  substituted  for  this 
House,  and,  as  to  all  the  powers  given  by  the 
Constitution,  act  in  its  stead?  I  think  it  far 
more  consistent,  more  reasonable  to  insist,  that 
all  legislative  acts,  designated  as  such  in  the 
Constitution,  must  receive  the  assent  of  all  the 
constituent  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

It  has  been  conceded  by  some  gentlemen,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  that  an  act  of  Congress 
is  necessary  to  execute  a  treaty  which  provides 
for  the  expenditure  of  public  money  ;  but  that 
this  is  the  only  case.  I  can  see  no  reason  for  this 
distinction;  the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  now 
before  the  House,  stipulates,  that  the  discrimina- 
ting duties,  as  it  respects  British  vessels,  shall  be 
abolished  ;  in  conseqoence  of  which,  our  revenue 
will  be  considerably  diminished.  Is  there  any 
substantial  diflerence  between  drawing  money 
from  the  Treasury,  and  preventing  an  equal  an- 
nual araojnt  from  coming  into  it?  If  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  can  impose  taxes  and  duties  on 
the  people,  why  not  exercise  a  power  far  inferior, 
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and  apply  their  proceeds  to  such  objects  as  they 
think  proper  ?     If  a  treaty  in  every  other  respect  | 
is  equal  at  least  to  an  act  of  Congress,  why  not 


in  this?  Why  may  not  money  be  appropriated 
by  treaty,  when,  according  the  sentiments  of  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  the  law  of  the  land?  It  has  been 
said,  that  the  powers  of  this  House  are  operative 
only  in  ordinary  cases,  where  no  treaty  provides 
for  the  same  object.  With  equal  propriety  may  il 
be  said,  that  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
directs  that  ■'  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law,"  applies  only  to  ordinary  cases  of 
expenditure,  and  not  when  a  treaty  stipulates  for 
the  payment  of  money. 

It  has  been  strongly  urged,  that  because  a  treaty 
of  peace  puts  an  end  to  the  war,  without  the  con- 
currence of  (his  House,  it  follows  that  a  treaty 
repeals  an  act  of  Congress,  as  the  war  must  have 
been  declared  by  that  body.    But  I  do  not  consider 
a  declaration  of  war  as  a  legislative  act,  it  is  not 
so  deemed  m  Great  Britain  ;  and  there  is  nothing 
in    its     nature    which  gives    it    that    character. 
Among  civilized  nations,  it  has  long  been  usual, 
as  well   to  apprize  the  adversary  nation  that  in 
future  she  will  be  treated  as  an  enemy,  as  to  man- 
ifest a  direct  respect  for  the  opinions  of  mankind, 
to  state  in  a  public  manifesto  the  reasons  which 
had  provoked  a  resort  to  arms.     In  imitation  of 
this  practice, the  Constitution  hadauthorizedCon- 
gress  to  declare  war;   but  the  effect  of  a  declara- 
tion of  war  is  nothing  more  than  that  those  who 
have  the  direction  of  the  public  force  become  au- 
thorized to  employ  it  against  the  declared  enemy. 
It  establishes  no  new  law.     During  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  the  public  law  of  nations  must 
regulate  the  conduct  and  the  rights  of  the  parties. 
To  put  an  end  to  such  a  state  of  things,  munici- 
pal legislation  is  not  competent ;  it  can  only  be  ef- 
fected by  mutual  compact  between  the  contend- 
ing nations. 

It  will  be  readily  perceived,  that  if  a  declara- 
tion of  war  is  not  a  legislative  act,  then  it  is  not 
subject  to  he  repealed,  as  such  acts  ordinarily  are: 
and  the  only  way  in  which  an  end  can  be  put  to 
it  is  that  already  mentioned.  According  to  the 
understanding  of  all,  to  declare  war  is  a  distinct 
substantive  act  ;  and  to  make  peace  is  another. 
We  never  heard  of  peace  being  made  by  annul- 
ling a  declaration  of  war ;  hence  I  conclude,  that 
to  make  peace  is  not  among  the  delegated  powers 
of  Congress,  either  express  or  implied  ;  and  that, 
therefore,  a  treaty  of  peace  neither  repeals  a  legis- 
lative act.  nor  interferes  with  any  of^  the  powers 
belonging  to  this  House. 

An  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr,  Gasto.n)  has  said,  that  our  co-operation  is 
wholly  unnecessary;  that  the  President  will  ex- 
ecute the  treaty  in  question,  by  giving  instructions 
to  the  collectors  of  the  customs  to  conform  their 
conduct  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  This 
appears  to  me  entirely  erroneous.  The  collectors 
are  not  the  agents  of  the  President,  but  the  officers 
of  the  law.  They  derive  their  existence  from  it, 
and  their  duty  is  prescribed  by  it.  They  cannot 
justify  themselves  in  their  obedience  to  the  mere 


instructions  of  the  President.  It  must  first  appear 
that  the  act  of  Congress  imposing  discriminating 
duties  is  repealed,  before  they  can  omit  to  collect 
them.  Whether  the  treaty  effects  this  is  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Pinkney)   stated,   the  other  day,  that  Congress 
have  not  the  power  to  make  any  compact  with  a 
foreign   Government;  that  if  the  President  and 
Senate  have  not  the  exclusive  power  to  bind  the 
nation,  in  all  cases,  by  treaty,  then  there  is  no 
power  in   this  Government  to  make  treaties  of 
commerce  and  other  treaties,  embracing  any  of 
the  subjects  delegated  to  Congress.     But  it  will 
be  observed,  that  the   power  on  the  part  of  the 
President  and  Senate  to  make  all  treaties,  is  not 
denied  ;  the  question  is,  after  they  are  so  made, 
what  is   their  effect?     The   principle    has  been 
very  correctly  and  ably  stated  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.   Tccker.)     Treaties 
embracing  subjects  not  confided  to  Congress, de- 
pend for  their  execution  on  no  other  power  than 
that  which  made  them  ;  as  to  those  treaties  which 
embrace  such  subjects,  their  execution  belongs  to 
the  Legislature.     In  the  one  case  the  stipulation  is 
complete;  in  the  other  it  is  only  a  promise  that 
those  who  have  the  power  shall  make  it  so. 

The  honorablegentleraan, however,  is  mistaken 
in    his  opinion,  that  Congress  can  enter  into  no 
compact  with  a  foreign  nation  ;  at  least  the  prac- 
tice of  this  Government  is  against  him.     We  all 
recollect  the  act  of  the  first  of  May,  1810,  which 
enabled  France,  (to  use  the  language  of  a  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  formerly  a  member  of  this 
House,)  to  twist  the  cord  about  our  necks  which 
was  first  scorched  by  the  flames  of  Moscow,  and 
finally  cut  asunder  by  the  hands  of  the  Allies  at 
Leipsic  and  Waterloo.     By  that  act  it  was  stip- 
ulated, that  if  Great  Britain  or  France  should 
revoke   their  injurious  edicts  against  our  com- 
merce, certain  acts  should  be  done  by  this  Gov- 
ernment.    France  pretended  to  accept  this  over- 
ture, and  a  compact  was  said  to   be  thus  formed, 
from  the  effect  of  which  we   have  just  escaped. 
Last  year  another  law  passed,  which  provided  that 
the  discriminating  duties  should  cease  in  relation 
to  all  nations  who  should  adopt  a  like  liberality 
towards  our  navigation  ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
some  of  the  stipulations  in  the  present  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  were  adopted.     In  these  cases  the 
President  acts  as  the  agent  of  the  law,  and  not  in 
virtue  o^s  character  as  superintending  our  for- 
eign rel^M>ns. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  greater  security 
in  the  treaty-making  power  being  exclusively 
exercised  by  the  President  and  Senate  in  all  cases, 
than  if  the  opinions  of  those  friendly  to  the  pres- 
ent bill  should  be  adopted.  And  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland  entered  into  a  course 
of  reasoning  to  r.how  the  superior  responsibilitv 
which  attaches  particularly  to  the  President,  cal- 
culated to  secure  a  more  wise  and  more  correct 
exercise  of  the  power.  This  argument  proves 
loo  much.  It  tends  to  e.tabliih,  that  all  the  power 
of  this  Government  ought  to  be  vested  m  the 
President,  because  of  his  superior  wisdom  and  the 
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iperior  responsibility  of  his  situation.  The  gen- 
;man  has  jaid  much  of  the  influence  of  public 
union  on  laose  who  stand  in  high  responsible 
Ituations,  arid  has  referred  us  to  Great  Britain, 
rhere  he  s«ys  public  opinion  is  very  powerful. 
:agree  wiilf  hiro,  that  what  is  called  public  opin- 
W  )n  has  gre.it  effect  on  the  administration  of  the 
Eifovernmei^.  It  is  the  unbiassed  sentiment  of 
►^le  sound  ^nd  sensible  part  of  the  community. 
[*'ho  have  V»ot  commuted  themselves  to  support 
.ny  set  of  r^easures.  because  they  have  not  parti- 
ipated  in  tlie  creation  of  the  public  functionaries. 
le  King  ai^d  the  Lords  being  hereditary,  and  the 
Commons  (f-lected  by  a  very  few.  But  in  this 
^ountry  theVe  is  very  little  expression  of  public 
^pinion,  dis^nct  from  that  which  is  manifested  by 
*  flection;  every  person  thinks  himself  pledged  in 
jme  degre*-  to  support  the  conduct  o(  those  on 
rhom  he  ha^ bestowed  hissuffrage,  and  the  abuses 
If  power  a^ust  be  extreme  before  the  current  of 
lublic  opinion  will  set  against  those  who  are  at 
le  head  of  j^i  predominant  party. 
If  the  construction  contended  for  on  the  other 
•"eceive  the  assent  of  this  House,  I  hes- 
say,  that  there  will  be  less  security. 
;ss  responsibility,  than  in  Great  Britain.  On 
|ne  subject  there  has  always  been  great  jealousy 
liere  ;  1  me^n  the  introduction  of  foreign  troops. 
IS  a  settled  maxim  of  their  constitution,  that 
ley  cannotifbe  introduced  without  the  consent  of 
*^'*arliament;  but  in  this  country  there  would  be 
such  security.  Should  we  refuse  to  gratify 
ambitious  President  who  designed  to  subvert 
e  liberties  x)f  this  country  with  a  large  army,  he 
ay  negotipte  with  a  foreign  Power,  and,  with 
e  assent  uV  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  introduce 
reign  trotips.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  people 
t^ver  did  in.'end  lo  confer  power  thus  tending  to 
»  ijopardize  those  liberties  for  the  preservation  of 
(f^hich  this  Constitution  was  adopted. 
Mr.  HoPii,iNSON  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speajcer.  I  am  indeed  sincere,  when  I  as- 
re  you  an||  this  honorable  House,  that  I  am  most 
luciant,  aj  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  the  usual 
me  of  adjournment,  to  solicit  your  attention  to 
me  remarks  upon  the  bill  now  offered  for  your 
nciion.  an^l  which  must  now  receive  that  snnc- 
p^on  or  a  decisive  rejection.  la  an  early  stage  of 
h|iis  business  I  gave  to  your  consideration  a  few  ! 
Observation]^  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  were 
,ie  offspring  of  the  moment,  having  neither  the 

y  of  reflection,  nor  the  strengih^arrange-  | 
lent.    Since  then,  however,  the  bill  bW assumed 
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P  shape  of  g.'eater  magnitude;  and  the  di>cussion 
f  it  has  developed  principles  so  interesting  and 
^fnportant  :  Jiscriminations  so  various  and  mi- 
%uie  ;  and  Positions  so  novel  and  contradictory, 
>^at  I  shouljl  feel  myself  wanting  in  duty,  were  I 
jb  refuse  thi  only  opportunity  I  can  ever  have  of 
'"^earing  my!  voice  and  testimony  against  them, 
r^efore,  hoWever,  I  presume  to  hope  for  your  in- 
ulgent  attention  at  so  late  a  stage  of  the  debate, 
at  every  i^ember  was  looking  for  the  question 
be  put ;  8*ad  so  late  an  lour  of  the  day,  that 
e  are  all  v/eary  of  these  walls,  I  beg  leave  to 
l«miDd  vou>that  the  debate  on  this  bill  was  not 


renewed  by  the  minority  ;  after  it  wa-<  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  by  a  very  con- 
siderable majority,  as  far  as  I  know,  no  further 
attempts  would  have  been  made  to  arrest  or  im- 
pede its  progress,  because  no  rational  hope  existed 
of  Anally  preventing  its  enactment.  The  victo- 
rious majority,  however,  were  not  satisfied  to  let 
this  matter  go  to  rest  in  this  way ;  for  I  beg  you 
to  recollect  that,  when  the  bill  was  presented  to 
the  House  for  its  passage  into  a  law,  three  gen- 
tlemen of  the  majority  thought  it  necessary  to 
address  the  House  in  support  of  it,  before  a  word 
was  uttered  from  us  to  impeach  it.  Was  it  not 
natural,  then,  that  this  over  anxiety  about  the  fate  of 
a  bill,  sanctioned  already  by  so  large  a  vote,  this 
renewed  exertion  to  support  that  which  was  al- 
ready so  strongly  supported,  should  excite  in  us  a 
suspicion  that  a  weakness  was  felt  somewhere, 
which  It  was  our  duty  to  seek  for  and  expose; 
that  some  vital  defect  existed  in  the  cause  or  the 
argument  which  gave  this  alarm,  and  called  for 
additional  aid  ?  Or  was  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
majority,  not  content  with  the  triumph  of  success, 
not  satisfied  with  the  prostration  of  the  adversary, 
I  would  thus  pursue  and  assault  him,  defeated  and 
overthrown  ?  If  this  was  the  feeling  which  stim- 
ulated the  honorable  gentlemen  to  a  renewal  of 
the  conflict,  surely  we  may  be  pardoned  for  re- 
pelling the  attack  with  all  our  powers,  and  rous- 
ing our  energies  to  the  utmost  exertion  of  resist- 
ance. If,  then,  there  has  been  waste  of  time,  and 
fatigue  of  spirits  in  the  continuance  of  this  debate, 
surely  we  stand  acquitted  of  the  fault  and  its  con- 
i  sequences.  This,  however,  of  itself,  1  confess, 
would  not  be  a  sufllicient  apology  for  my  intru- 
sion upon  your  attention  again  ;  unless  I  may 
add  to  it  the  belief,  that  I  may  still  present  the 
case  in  some  aspects,  in  which  it  has  not  yet  been 
presented.  I  will  assuredly  not  recur  to  the  ground 
taken  by  me  in  my  first  address. 

Let  me  entreat  the  House  lo  bring  back  their 
attention  to  the  true  and  single  question  to  be  de- 
cided on  ;  and  to  that  instrument  by  which  that 
decision  must  be  governed  and  directed.  We  are 
not  now  sitting  in  convention  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution for  the  United  Stales;  but  in  Congress, 
to  pass  a  law  under  a  Constitution  already  framed. 
This  law  we  must  conform  to  that  Constitution  ; 
and  we  are  bound  to  submit  to  the  distribution  of 
power  as  made  by  the  Constitution,  whatever  our 
opinions  may  be  of  its  wisdom,  its  expediency,  or 
its  consistence  with  i^e  rights  or  claims  of  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Government.  We  must 
inquire  what  the  Constitution  is,  and  not  what 
honorable  gentlemen  may  wish  it  to  be.  After, 
therefore  listening,  with  due  respect  and  terror 
too,  if  you  please,  to  all  the  doubts  and  dangers, 
suspicions  and  jealousies,  forebodings  of  ruin, 
and  execrations  of  sectional  power,  which  ingen- 
uity may  suggest,  or  imagination  give  birth  or 
shape  to,  we  must  at  last  lay  down  all  this  ex- 
'travagance,  dismiss  all  these  phantoms,  and  so- 
berly lake  up  this  little  book,  the  Constitution  ; 
examine  what  it  commands  to  be  doue,  and  make 
upour  minds  to  submit  to  it.  We  must  not  amuse 
or  deceive  ourselves  with  large  estimations  of  our 
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own  power  and  importance,  claiming,  as  some 
gentlemen  have  done,  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple to  reside  in  us.  but  calmly  consider  ourselves 
as  acting  under  a  delegated,  limited,  distributed 
authority,  which  gives  to  us  all  we  have,  and  marks 
the  extent  of  it;  and  which,  with  equal  right  and 
independence,  gives  to  the  other  branches  of  this 
confederated  CJovernment  their  powers  and  their 
limits  also.  To  this  great  authority,  this  charter 
of  our  powers  and  our  duties,  we  must  all  submit ; 
and  I  cannot  question  that  every  member  of  this 
House  has  a  ready  and  willing  disposition  to  con- 
form himself  and  his  vote  to  the  directions  here 
given  ;  1  confidently  believe  that  I  have  but  to 
satisfy  them  of  the  truth  of  the  construction  we 
contend  for.  to  be  secure  of  their  acquiescence 
in  it. 

How  stands  the  question,  then,  under  and  by 
the  Constitution  ?  How  do  the  principles  and 
arguments  of  the  supporters  of  the  bill  abide  this 
test  ?  I  state  the  ouestion  to  be,  "  whether  a 
treaty,  constitutionally  made,  does  or  does  not 
repeal  a  law,  inconsistent  with  it,  also  made  con- 
stitutionally ?"  This  puts  the  case  fairly  and 
simply  before  the  House.  A  treaty,  admitted  to 
be  on  a  subject  within  the  treaty-making  power, 
not  in  conflict  with  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  nor  overstepping  any  of  the  marked 
boundaries  therein  set ;  and  concluded,  ratified, 
and  exchanged,  in  the  manner,  by  the  authorities 
and  under  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  IS  in  opposition  or  contradiction  to  a  muni- 
cipal law  enacted  by  Congress,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  legislation  ;  and  the  queNiion  is,  whe- 
ther a  treaty  thus  made  subsequently  to  the  law. 
does  not.  of  itself,  repeal  the  law;  or  must  the 
authority  of  the  House  be  called  in  aid  of  the 
treaty  to  repeal  and  remove  the  law  in  conflict 
with  it?  1  will  now,  sir,  state,  with  equal  pre- 
cision, the  position  I  mean  to  maintain  in  the  ar- 
gument of  this  question.  It  is  this:  that  there  is 
no  possible  case,  real  or  imagined,  in  which  the 
vole  or  sanction  of  this  House  is  necessary,  or  can 
be  effectual,  either  to  confirm  or  destroy  a  treaty 
thus  made.  There  is  no  case  under  the  Consti- 
tution in  which  this  House  ever  can  have  a  direct 
control,  an  aflirmative  or  negative  vote  on  the 
validity  or  invalidity  of  a  treaty.  A  treaty  may 
fail  to  have  effect ;  its  execution  may  be  prevent- 
ed ;  but  its  validity  as  a  contract,  legal  and  bind- 
ing, cannot  be  touched  by  this  House.  It  may  be 
a  broken,  a  violated  contract,  but  it  is  still  a  con- 
tract. When  something  is  necessary  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  provisions  of  a  treaty,  or  some  of 
ihera,  which  something  is  exclusively  within  the 
powerof  this  House,  it  may  indeed  be  refused;  but 
this  affects  not  the  nature  of  the  contract,  which 
received  iis  character,  its  Constitutional  efficacy 
and  obligation  from  the  bands  of  the  President 
and  the  Senate,  who  have  been  intrusted  by  the 

Eeople  with  the  power  thus  to  bind  them.  This 
[ouse  may,  in  the  exercise  of  their  power  over 
some  collateral  matter,  as  money,  for  instance, 
interfere  wiih,  and  perhaps  prevent,  the  fulfilment 
or  execution  of  a  treaty;  but  they  do  it  by  a  vio- 
lation of  the  public  faith,  and  not  by  invalidating 
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the  treaty  which  bound  it.  They  may  refuse  to 
grant  the  means  necessary  to  the  performance  of 
the  contract,  but  they  cannot  decree  it  to  be  no 
contract.  The  same  thing,  sir,  may  happen  in 
private  life,  in  the  common  transactions  of  men. 
One  may  solemnly  make  a  contract,  and  daringly 
refuse  to  fulfil  it ;  but  is  it,  therefore,  no  contracil 
He  may.  indeed,  be  unable  to  perform  it.  but  can 
he,  therefore,  say  he  was  never  bound?  Believ- 
ing it  to  be  in  my  power  to  obtain  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  or  a  quantity  of  stock.  I  bind  myself  for 
a  good  consideration,  to  sell  and  deliver  it  to  ano- 
ther. I  afterwards  find  I  cannot  induce  the  holder 
of  the  land  to  part  with  if,  or  cannot  procure  the 
stock.  Shall  I,  therefore,  say  to  the  disappointed 
and  abused  party  with  whom  I  made  this  engage- 
ment, that  I  am  no  longer  bound  by  it;  nay,lhat 
It  never  was  a  contract  f.t  all,  because  I  made  a 
bad  calculation  of  my  means  to  perform  it,  al- 
though I  made  no  such  restriction,  reservation,  or 
condition,  with  him  ?  Assuredly,  not.  So,  when 
the  Republic,  by  her  Constitutional  organs,  which 
is  in  fact,  by  herself,  has  made,  concluded,  ratified, 
and  exchanged  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power, 
shall  she  nullify  and  avoid  it,  ab  initio,  by  de- 
claring her  inability  to  induce  another  branch 
of  her  power  to  furnish  the  means  necessary  to 
its  execution  ?  With  what  indignation  and  con- 
tempt would  such  a  pretence  be  received  by  the 
other  party,  and  by  the  world  ?  But,  it  is  asked, 
what  IS  a  contract  that  cannot  be  enforced  ;  a 
treaty  that  cannot  be  carried  into  effect?  I  an- 
swer, sir.  that,  in  the  case  of  the  individual,  the 
courts  of  justice  would  punish  this  hardihood  of 
fraud  ;  and.  in  the  case  of  nations,  there  being  no 
such  common  arbiter  to  do  and  compel  justice  to 
be  done  between  the  parties,  the  faithless  one 
must  stand  ready  to  defend  her  breacu  of  faith 
with  the  sword  of  her  citizens  and  the  waste 
of  her  treasures,  amidst  the  scorn  of  the  world. 
She  must  look  to  the  '■  ultima  ratio  regum'''  for 
her  justification  and  support ;  and  she  must  abide 
this  solemn  appeal  with  a  bad  conscience,  in  a  bad 
cause.  But,  sir.  before  this  appeal,  and  during 
the  appeal,  and  after  it.  be  its  result  what  it  may, 
the  original  soundness  and  validity  of  the  con- 
tract remains  unimpaired  and  unimpairable,  by 
the  chances  or  the  issue  of  an  unjust  contest,  in 
defence  of  a  violated  failh. 

Permit  me.  sir.  to  recall  your  attention  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  British  Treaty  of  1794,  which 
has  been  resorted  to  as  a  text  of  argument  on  both 
sides  ol  the  House.  That  treaty  was  negotiated 
by  a  .Minister  duly  authorized,  and  was  after- 
wards, with  all  Constitutional  form  and  cere- 
mony, ratified  and  exchanged  by  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  merits  and  provisions  of  the  treaty  were 
afterwards  examined  and  discussed  with  unusual 
animation,  not  to  say  violence,  in  the  House  ol 
Representatives.  But  how  was  this  done?  Was 
the  treaty  ever  laid  formally  belbre  them,  for  their 
concurrence  or  opinion  ?  VV'as  thf  advice  of  the 
House  a>ked.  as  to  the  expediency  or  inexf»edi- 
encv  of  any  of  it»  provisions?  Was  the  ques- 
tion, treaty  or  no  treaty — ratify  or  not  ratify— 
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placed  before  the  House,  in  terras  or  io  sub- 
ce  ?    Did  any  member,  the  most  abhorrent  of 
r.measure,  i-ver   dream  of  propounding  such 
^  ^iions  for   ihe  decision  of  the  House?     And 
'jre^juch  would,  and  ought  to  have  been  the  case, 
hfht'tY^  had  iiiwgined  this  House  had  a  voice  in 
"ing  or  rrjeciiog  a  treaty,  or  a  control  over 
resident  «nd  Senate  in  making  one.     But  it 
r^ened  liiat  iomethin^j  was  wanted,  not  to  con- 
'raate  the  validity  of  this  treaty,  or  give  it  a 
^ic»tl  existence,  and  a  binding  force,  but  to  carry 
.»80  p  of  its  provisions  into  effect.   And  what  was 
■tb  ^  something?     Not  the  assent,  the  confirma- , 
•ti<    .  the  fiat  of  this  Hou^e,  but  its  money.     It  is  i 
w  xthy  of  remjirk,  that  the  objectionable  parts  of  ' 
.tb-  [^treaty  werq  not  those  that  required  this  mo-  , 
jac  i;  but  its  opponents  could  come  at  the  provi-  ! 
'si<  (p  they  disliVed.  but  which  required  no  appro- 
'pr  ftion  of  mo^iey,  only  through  parts  they  did  j 
^nc    dislike,  but- which  did  require  such  appropri-  i 
all  'a.     Why.  when,  in  this  sideway.  this  indirect 
.-as,  liult,  did  the!  enemies  of  iha:  treaty  endeavor 
|ta  j[#erthrow  it.  or  rather  those  parts  of  it  to  which  , 
«kT;  gyp  hostile,  if  they  had  a  Constitutional  right  ' 
'.lake  a  direi^t  attack  upon  it;  to  withhold  their  ! 
rmation,   without   which   it  could   have  no  j 
ing  operation  ;  to  impose  their  veto,  by  which  I 
whole   wo^ld    perish?     But.  sir,  neither  the! 
y,  nor  any   of  us   provisions,  was  ever  dis- 1 
,tirj.".iy  before  t.^iem ;  no  resolution  or  bill,  either  | 
;to  iHifirm  or  rejfct  it.  was  ever  propounded  or  of-  ' 
•feifd  to  the  H<Juse.     Why  did  not  those  gentle- 
^ip'  '"''h  ^^^  {i^onstitution  in  their  hands,  march 
^gly  up  to  th*  attack,  and  assert  directly  their 
P^  to  pass  upon  a  treaty,  as  such,  and  to  grant  ' 
ioricfuse  it  the'force  and  obligation  of  a  law  and  i 
fa  i|^-ntract?     iVn  attempt  so  extravagant  never  I 

'  made  or  h|nted  at ;  after  a  struggle  of  extra- 1 

ary  pertinacity,  at   last  the  House  of  Rep- 1 
talives  di|l.  as  I  trust  they  will  always  do.  i 
jed  to  theirjConstitutional  duty,  and  gave  the  I 
ey  requireJ.     But.  sir.  to  bring  the  p'rinciple 
in  contrcjversy  to  a  test,  suppose  that  the 
,se  had  refij5.ed  the  money,  would  the  treaty 
t   been   no)longer  a  treaty,  or  rather  did  it 
the  assenj  of  that  House  before  it  became 
-before  it  jiad  the  character  and  obligations 
^national  compact?    Assuredly  not;  for  I  fear 
«.^^<ontradictia:ii  when  I  assert,  that  if  the  House 
Jha||so  refused., and  the  PreMdect  could  hare  pro- 
jcupd  competent  persons  to  perform  the  duties  of  I 
ithiJtcotnmissiopers,   to    be  appointed    under  the  I 
jtriMy.  and  for.  whose  compensation  the  money  I 
,-W;  3  wanted,  ^^-ithout  compensation,   he   might 
'ha  \  done  so.    ^He  ought  to  have  gone  on  to  ex- 
■iec:  -Je  and  fulhl.  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and 
*th(  ^hole  woufd  have  been  binding  on  us  all,  as 
thi  *•  supreme  jaw  of  the  land."'     Will  any  gen- 
tle ftan  deny  tlji:,;  and.  if  admitted,  does  it'^not 
.le«^e  the  queijion— I  mean  the  general  right  of 
"resident  ind  Senate  to  make  a  treaty,  un- 
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rolled  by  t|e  power  of  this  House?  And  if  a 
y  be  well  a|ade  and  fully  consummated,  under 
uihority  oj  the  President  and  Senate,  it  be- 
ts, by  the  t|cpress  words  of  the  Constitution, 
^upreme  la»v  of  the  land  ;  and.  being  the  law, 
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it  must  necessarily  have  the  most  obvious  and 
essential  effect  of  a  law;  that  is,  to  repeal  or  re- 
new all  prior  laws  ioconsistenf  with  it.  The  last 
declaration  of  the  will  of  the  nation,  if  propt-rly 
made,  must,  by  an  obvious  necessity,  abrogate  a 
former  declaration  in  contradiction  to  it;  and 
thus,  to  return  to  the  question  originally  proposed 
for  discussion — a  treaty,  constitutionally  made, 
may  re|)eal  a  prior  law  also  constitutionally  made. 
To  say  it  is  a  law.  but  that  it  has  no  power  to  re- 
peal a  law,  is  to  deny  it  the  tirsi  and  most  essen- 
tial principle  and  quality  of  a  law  ;  is,  in  troth, 
a  contradiction  in  terras  utterly  irreconcileable 
and  incomprehensible. 

But  gentlemen  had  labored  their  ingenuity  and 
inflamed  their  imagination,  to  suppose  a  variety 
of  extreme  cases,   in   which   the  President   and 
Senate  might  possibly  make  treaties,  destructive 
of  the  first  rights   and  interests  of  the  country. 
They  might  make  a  treaty  which   would  impo.^e 
a  different   rate  of  excise  or   import   on  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  although  the  Consti- 
tution declares  they  shall  be  uniform;  or  impos- 
ing a  duty  on  exports;  or   ceding  a  part   of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States;  and   in  order  to 
give  the  last  supposed   case  a  most  formidable 
aspect,  a  whole  State— the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina—has been  supposed  to  be  the  victim  of  this 
Executive  power.     And  a  is  asked,  .«hall  not  the 
House  of  Representative.-;,  in  such  cases,  avert  the 
tremendous   mischief,   by  refusing   to  ratify   the 
treaty,  and  making  it  void?     I  answer,  unhesi- 
tatingly, no;  nor  is  it  necessary  they  should.     I 
recur    to   my   first   proposition;    this   Hou.se  can 
neither  make  nor  add  to  the  obligation  of  a  good 
treaty,  or  annul  a  bad  one.     In  the  cases  put  the 
treaty  is  void,  ab  initio,  by  the  force  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  or.  to  speak  more  properly,  it  nevi  r  was 
a  treaty,  and   therefore   cannot   be  annulled.     A 
contract  of  this  sort  attempted  to  be  made  is  not 
binding  on   the  nation,  and  never  was  so  for  an 
instant.     But  it  is  not  the  power  of  this  House  by 
which  It  is  ove.-thrown  ;  but  by  that  great  origi- 
nal   power,   the   Constitution,  which   has   given 
bounds  to  the   treaty-makers  as  well   as  to  this 
House;  and  when  either  pass  over  those  bounds, 
whatever  i>  done   is  a  mere  nullity.     In  a  case 
like  thi«.  the  assent  of  this  House,  uniting  with 
the  act  of  the  President  and  Senate,  the  whole 
combined  could  not  give  the  act  a  binding  force 
on  the  people,  whose  delegated  authority  has  been 
transcended.     This  House,  then,  is  equally  pow- 
erless, either  to  raise  up  or  destroy  a  treaty  con- 
trary to  tiie  express  provisions  of  the  Ccnsiiiulion 
—and  here,  it  will  be  seen.  I  differ  from  some  of 
the  honorable  gentlemen  who  join  me  in  opposing 
the  bill;  I  cannot  consider  the  treaty-makers  as 
universal  and  omnipotent  as  they  do.     iNo  part 
of  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania  can  be  jrranted 
from   her   by   the   treaty-making   power,  or  any 
other  J  ower  in  the  United  State*.     An  ah,«iolute 
dominion  of  the  soil  is  the  first  and  most  essential 
right  01  sovereignly,  and    with  tlii;.   the    Siates 
have  never  parted   in  their  grant  to  the  United 
States.    When  we  cannot  make  a  law  to  regulate 
the  course  of  descents  of  real  estate  in  the  several 
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States,  or  to  direct  the  mode  and  form  of  making 
conveyances,  will  it  be  pretended  we  can  bargain 
away  the  soil  itself?  Besides,  what  becomes  of 
the  guarantee  of  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment to  every  State,  if  any  one  of  them  may  be 
ceded  and  delivered  over  to  an  Emperor  or  des- 
pot ?  I  need  not  to  detain  the  House  by  explain- 
ing how  a  part  of  the  country  held  by  an  enemy, 
by  the  right  of  conquest,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  when  the  preservation  of  the  whole  may 
render  a  peace  indispensable,  may  introduce  other 
considerations  and  results;  I  give  no  opinion  on 
such  a  case. 

An  honorable  gentleman   from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Sheffey)  had  said  much  aboutthe  sovereign  pow- 
er of  this  House.   Heconsidersthis  to  be  the  temple 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people;  that  this  sove- 
reignty is  deposited  with  us.  to  be  held  and  wielded 
at  our  pleasure  only  ;  and  as  the  making  vf  a  treaty 
is  an  exercise  of  tne  sovereign  power,  he  thence 
infers  that  it  belongs  here.  or.  at  lea>t.  cannot  be 
exercised  without  our  assent  and  agency.     The 
error  of  this  reasoning  lies  in  not  considering  the  i 
peculiar  nature  of  our  Government ;  and  we  are 
constantly  falling  into  mistakes,  by  drawing  ar- 
guments and  conclusions  from  the  principles  and  ' 
practice  of  Governments  of  a  construction  so  dif-  j 
ferent  as   to  admit  no  analogy.     The  sovereign 
power  of  the  people  of  America,  sir.  is  not  in  this  : 
House,  nor  in  the  President  and  Senate,  nor  in  all  ' 
of  them  combined  ;  it  is  not  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States — it  remains  in  and  with  the 
several  States,  who  have  delegated  and  distribu-  I 
led  certain  portions  of  it  to  the  General  or  Federal  , 
Government,  in  the  instrument  we  call  the  Con-  I 
stiiution  ;  and.  therefore,  when  we  would  decide  I 
whether  a  particular  power  belongs  to  this  or  that  \ 
branch  of  the  General  Gorernmeni,  we  must  not  i 
deduce  from  general  principles,  or  the  nature  and  I 
attributes  of  sover^-ignty,  but  look  to  that  instru-  ' 
ment,  in  and  by  which  the  only  sovereign  power  ' 
in    this   country — the    people   of    the   respective  j 
States — have  declared   to  whom   they   have  im-  ' 
parted  and  intrusted  the  particular  power  in  ques- 
tion.    Let  us.  then,  lay  aside  the  empty  boast  of 
sorereignty,  and  be  content  to  take  our  station  as 
appointed  by  the  Constitution,  and  use  the  powers 
there  given.     As  to  all  the  cases  of  supposed  pos- 
sible treaties  which  have  been  put  and  multiplied 
upon  us  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  violating 
the  express  stipulations  of  the  Constitution,  and 
overthrowing  the  primary,  essential  rights  of  the 
people.  I  repeat,  that  we  need  not  fear'theni.  nor 
look  to  the  patriotism  of  this  House  for  protection 
against  them  ;  we  have  a  better,  a  sure  protection 
in  the  Constitution,  which  strangles  such  an  ef- 
fort even  in   its  birth,  and  requires  no  aid  from 
this  House  in  performing  the  work. 

I  regret,  sir.  that  so  much  of  the  argument  in 
support  of  this  bill  has  been  directly  and  avow- 
edly founded  on  suspicions  and  jealousies  of  the 
power  of  the  Senate.  The  basis  of  every  Gov- 
ernment, of  ours  most  especially,  nay,  of  all  the 
dealings  and  transactions  of  men,  is  a  fair  and 
honorable  confidence  in  each  other.  Without 
this,  neither  the  public  nor  private   business  can 


I  go  alonor  for  a  moment ;  if  distrust  is  to  be  (he 
i  order  of  the  day.  if  we  are  to  fear  treachery  and 
I  ambuscade  at  every  step,  the  consequence  is  that 
j  we  must  stand  still.     I   find,  sir,  it  is  a  favorite 
I  sentiment  with  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
'  on  this  occasion,  that   this  House  may  claim  a 
superiority  of  trust  and  confidence  over  the  Sen- 
I  ate  on   account  of  our  closer  proximity  to  the 
people.     It  is  true,  we  are  the  last  birth   of  the 
,  sovereign  will,  but  some  few  months  old.  and  the 
j  Senate  is  a  stout  boy  of  six  years.     We  may,  in- 
I  deed,  be  the  pet  of  the   mother,  as  the  last  and 
most  spoiled  child   usually  is,   especially  if  she 
!  have  a  little  caprice  in  her  temper,  which  cannot 
be  denied  to  ours.     But.  sir.  I   am   far   from   be- 
lieving that  the  experience  of  the  Senate  is  any 
]  disadvantage  to  their  wisdom;  or  that  they  feel 
themselves  so  elevated  as  no  longer  to  respect  or 
regard  the  source  of  all  their  power  and  import- 
ance.    I  have  no  such  apprehensions  of  them  ; 
but.  if  I  had.  may  I  interpose  my  fears  between 
them  and    their  Constitutional  rights?     Shall  I 
blast  their  powers  with  any  suspicions  ?    "Beware 
of  jealousy."     If  the  time  shall  ever  come  when 
the  different  branches  of  this  Government  shall 
cease  to  have  a  just  and  honorable  confidence  in 
each  other;  when  they  shall  cease  to  know  that 
they  emanate  from  the  same  power;  are  created 
by  the  same  breath  ;   when  they  shall   cease   to 
feel  that  they  represent  the  same  interests;  are 
bound  by  the  same  duties,  and  are  responsible  to 
the  same  authority,  then  is  the  day  of  confusion 
and  calamity  come  upon  us;  and  in  the  unright- 
eous struggle  all  legitimate   power  will   be  lost. 
But  ••  there  is  no  such  thing."     Such  suggestions 
are  made  here  to  point  an  argument  or  turn  a 
phrase,  but   no   man   seriously  fears  or   believes 
them.     A  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Rob- 
ertson) has  said  that,  with  the  Senate  and  Pres- 
ident claiming  to  repeal  laws  by  treaties  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  judiciary  to  declare  them  un- 
constitutional  on   the  other,   the   power   of  this 
House  is  reduced  to  nothing.     We  are,  says   he, 
trenched  on  all  sides,  and  can  move  and  act  in  no 
direction.     True,  sir,    we    have    our   limits,  our 
measured    bounds,    beyond   which    we   mav  not 
move  or  act.    But  the  gentleman  is  in  an  error  in 
ascribing  the  restraint  either  to  the  President  and 
Senate  on  the  one  side,  or   the  judiciary  on  the 
other.     It  is  the  Constitution  in   both,  that  en- 
cumbers both  us  and  iliem.     They  are  but  the 
organs,  the  instruments  declaring  and  enforcing 
the   high  commands,  the   sovereign    will   of  the 
people,  as  manifested  and  declared  in  the  Consti- 
tution ;  they  are  sworn  to  do  this,  and  this  they 
must  do.  whomsoever  they  may  offend.     If  this 
House  overstep  the  prescribed  bounds,  it   is   the 
duty  of  the  judiciary  to  call  it  back  ;  or,  at  least, 
in  administering  the  law  to  the  citizen,  to  execute 
that  law  wluch  is  supreme,  rather  than  that  which 
IS  subordinate  and   limited,  when   they  come   in 
conflict.     Is  the  judge,  who  passes  the  sentence 
of  the  law  on  a  convicted  culprit,  guilty  of  mur- 
der ;  or  IS  he  guilty  of  usurpation,  when  he  passes 
the  sentence  of  the  Constitution,  on  an  unconsti- 
tutional law?     Are  the  President  and  Senate  to 
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bej^arsed  witf)  usurpation,  in  obeying  the  man- 
da  |s  of  the  C'|nstitution,  and  executing  its  trusts 
.at  J  powers?    iNo,  sir,  in  both  cases  they  are  but 
:Xh\  ^rgans,  aD<|  not  the  makers  of  the  law;  the 
'.ini  ^uraenis,  n|t  the  source  of  the  power. 

•  '  ;'  we  look  ti|  the  convention  itself,  what  do  we 
fitj  ^there  as  t(|  the  authority  which  is  necessary 
ito  ^)nsummat•|  it^  obligations,  and  give  them  a 
^bi,  ^ing  force  in  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
.-Id'  |ie  fifth  article  it  is  expressly  and  unequivo- 

•  cu  i^  declared,!  that  "'this  convention,  when  the 
t'  i  lie  shall  hawe  been  duly  ratified  by  the  Presi- 

•  *Ty'>  ^y  "'^'^  t"^  '^^  advice  and  consent  of  the 
:*  Iv -aate.  and  bj/  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the 

tpeclive  ratffications  mutually  exchanged, shall 
I  '  binding  a^d  obligatory  on   the  said  United 
^  :'»tes  and  H»s  Majesty  for  four  years  from  the 
}*  (1  ie  of  its  si^jnature  ;  and  the  ratifications  shall 
'•  li  "exchaDged'in  six  months  from  this  time,  or 
''  {  ^ner.  if  pos^'ible."    Now,  all  this  has  been  fully 
-aL^duly  donej    The  President  and  Senate  have 
jra»fed  the  acj,  and  the  ratifications  have  been 
mftfually  eichioged,  and  doubtless  the  agent  of 
,thlsBritish  GAvernment  has  transmitted   to   his 
fCfirtour  raiiljcation  as  theconsummation  of  the 
'ccfiract;  and  ^et,  after  all  this,  we  are  told  that 
thBassent  of  ijiis  House  is  still  required   to  give 
foKe  and  effent  to  the  convention,  and  make  it 
billing  on   th<j  United  States.     What  a  solemn 
mFlkery  have  we  been  practising;  what  a  delib- 
ierl  V  deceptioij  have  we  passed  upon   the  other 
IcoXjracling    Piwer!     Mr.    Speaker,    I    ^ee   your 
•hoferable  nan^e  to  this  instrument,  and   to   this 
larfile.     You,  j.ir,  have  personally  and  officially 
a^iired  the  Brjtish  Commissioners  that  the  com- 
piiK  you  madt.  with  them  should  be  binding  on 
yff   country,' if  ratified   by   the   President  and 
S#iate.     Had  you  at  that  time  a  mental  reserva- 
,  a  concealird  proviso  in  favor  of  the  control- 
power  of  ihis  House  over  the  deed  ;  did  you 
ve  and  cu,iceal  fr^m  them  that  the  sanction 
his  House ^.was  also  requisite  ?     No,  sir.  I  am 
^si^  you  did  tftjt;  you  told  them  explicitly,  and  i 
y  j»  told  themjtrulv.  that  when  your  act  should 
b«^onfirmed  Jby   the   President   and   Senate,  it 
wijld   be  the  'law  of  our  land,  binding  on   the 
U«ted  States.}  The  British  Commissioners  knew 
ihlj  were  neginiating  with  the  most  distinguished 
.'CifceDs  of  iht^r  country,  whose  public  situation 
jhJjfpeculiarly'qualified  them  to  know,  what  in- 
jdJi  every  ciifccen  should  know,  the  Constitution 
tolMheir  own  (Government.     What  will    be  their 
{so  Arise,  then.jto  learn   that  our  three  Commis- 
si* |er3  were  eiher  unacquainted  with  the  law  of 
tfci^T   country  |on   the    very    business  they    were 
tr.  iisactmg,  orjthat,  knowing   it,  they  had  con- 
ce  Jed  or  omitted  to  disclose  a  highly  important 
cii  4imstance  th  relation  to  the  authority  under 
^w;  .rh  they  at^ed ;  nay,  that  they  have  actually 
sifj  4ed  an  article  which,  by  every  rule  of  fair  and 
capid  constroction,  negatives   the  existence   of' 
thy  circurast{t!ice ;   negatives   the  idea  that   the 
safction  of  tht?  House  must  be  added  to  that  of 
ihtPresidenl  ^'nd  Senate  to  give  a  binding  force 
^  «&'^  '"Choair.  compact.     Why,  sir,  did  you  not 
te**.ii05e  genut'raen.  fairly  and  openly,  that  you 
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had  at  home  a  certain  body,  called  the  House  of 
Representatives,  very  jealous  of  all  power  but  its 
own,  whose  good  will  must  also  be  conciliated  in 
the  business,  and  without  whoje  approbation  the 
convention  could  never  live  in  our  atmosphere? 
It  was  because  it  never  entered  your  mind  that 
any  such  approbation  was  or  could  be  necessary. 
Such  an  idea  did  not  ever  pass  in  your  dreams; 
besides,  you  have  undertaken  that  the  "ratifica- 
tions shall  be  exchanged  in  six  months,  or  sooner." 
How  could  you  do  this,  if  you  thought  this  House 
was  to  act  on  them  ;  when  the  usual  term  ol 
meeting  would  not  arrive  for  four  months  after 
the  dale  of  the  instrument,  and  you  could  not  say 
how  long  we  might  choose  to  debate  about  it. 
For  the  President  and  Senate,  such  an  agreement 
might  be  safely  made. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forsyth)  has  drawn  an  argument  from  the 
.Message  of  the  President,  which  accompanied  the 
convention,  in  support  of  the  bill  in  question.  To 
my  mind,  this  message  furnishes  a  result  directly 
contrary,  at  least  so  far  as  to  show  that  the  Presi- 
dent considers  no  law  from  us  necessary  to  give 
validity  to  the  treaty.  What  does  he  say?  "I  lay 
before  Congress" — what?  The  convention  for 
their  consideration  and  approbation?  No;  but 
"copies  of  a  proclamation  notifying  the  conven- 
tion concluded,"  &c..  "  and  that  the  same  has  been 
duly  ratified;"  that  is,  having  by  a  proclamation 
previously  given  notice  to  our  citizens  and  the 
world,  of  the  convention  that  had  been  duly  con- 
cluded and  duly  ratified,  he  pays  us  the  compli- 
ment of  giving  us  a  sort  of  special  notice  of  the 
fact,  by  laying  before  us  copies  of  the  same  proc- 
lamation he  had  previously  laid  before  the  public. 
He  then  recommends  such  legislative  provisions 
as  the  convention  may  (not  does)  call  for  on  the 
part  of  the  United  State?.  That  is,  tliere  may  be 
some  matters  of  debate  in  your  custom-houses  or 
elsewhere;  it  may  be,  you  will  choose  to  equalize 
the  duties,  either  by  raising  both  to  the  British 
standard,  or  lowering  both  to  the  American,  and 
upon  such  matters  exercise  your  discretion.  But 
surely  this  is  a  very  different  thing  from  requiring 
or  expecting  ol  us  to  re-enact  the  whole  conven- 
tion in  the  form  of  a  law.  in  order  to  give  it  a 
binding  force  on  the  United  States.  Now,  as- 
suredly, so  far  as  we  may  respect  the  personal 
authority  of  any  man  on  this  question,  there  is  no 
one  more  entitled  to  consideration  than  the  high 
personage  alluded  to.  He  was  a  distinguished 
agent  in  making  the  Constitution;  and  after- 
wards a  distinguished  champion  in  defending 
and  expounding  it,  both  by  his  eloquence  and 
his  pen  ;  and  we  may  and  ought  to  place  much 
confidence  in  his  constructions  of  its  intent  and 
meaning. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  rest  their  argument, 
almost  wholly,  on  the  eighth  >ection  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution,  in  which  the  j>ower.- 
of  Congress  are  specially  enumerated,  among 
which  we  find  the  power  to  "regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,"  expressly  granted.  Now 
there  is  surely  nothing  unwise,  or  inexpedient,  or 
iQconsistent.  in  giving  this  general  power  to  Coo- 
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g^ress ;  and  afterwards  granting  to  another  branch 
of  the  Government  the  special  right  to  regulate 
commerce  in  a  given  special  case,  that  is,  in  the 
case  of  a  treaty  or  compact  with  another  nation 
on  this  subject.  And  here  I  would  admit  and 
apply  the  rule  of  construction  given  us  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Sheffey,)  that  is, 
that  the  special  power  must  always  be  an  excep- 
tion from  a  limitation  of  the  general  power,  which 
is  the  only  means  by  which  both  can  have  opera- 
tion and  effect.  But,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  a  very 
essential  error  has  been  indulged  in  this  part  of 
the  argument.  It  has  been  asserted  that  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  was  intended  to  delineate 
and  prescribe  the  powers  of  Congress,  that  is,  of 
the  general  legislative  power,  in  contradistinction 
to  the  executive  or  judicial  power,  or  to  mark 
the  boundaries  between  the  different  branches  of 
the  General  Government.  Nothing  can  be  more 
mistaken.  The  sole  object  is,  to  mark  and  estab- 
lish the  line  or  boundary  between  the  General  or 
Federal  Government,  and  the  State  govern- 
ments. The  word  Congress  is  not  here  used  in 
its  strict  Constitutional  meaning,  but  rather  as 
designating  the  federal  power.  This  is  obvious 
from  the  least  attention  to  the  subject.  By  the 
first  section  of  the  first  article,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  is  declared  to  consist  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives.  If,  then,  in  the 
eighth  section,  the  term  Congress  is  to  be  taken 
in  its  strict  Constitutional  sense,  it  would  follow 
tliat  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
have,  without  recourse  to  any  other  authority, 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  borrow  money, 
regulate  commerce,  &c.,  when  in  fact  we  know 
that  they  have  not  this  power  without  the  assent 
of  the  President,  unless  indeed  by  two-thirds  of 
each  body.  This  is  sufficient  to  show  the  danger 
of  fastening  our  eyes  upon  any  one  clause  or  page 
of  the  Constitution  to  decide  its  meaning,  and  the 
propriety  of  taking  the  whole  together  in  order  to 
fix  the  construction  of  any  part. 

We  find  in  this  eighth  section  that  Congress 
may  exercise  the  powers  there  enumerated,  but 
we  find  in  another  place,  that  the  President  must 
concur,  and  we  must  take  both  together  as  the  law 
of  the  Constitution.  So,  in  this  eighth  section 
we  find  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce;  but  in  another  place  we  also  find  a  pow- 
er given  to  the  President  and  Senate  to  make  trea- 
ties, which  from  their  very  nature  must  in  many 
and  most  instances  have  relation  to  commerce,and 
of  consequence  so  far  a  power  is  also  given  to  the 
President  and  Senate  to  regulate  commerce.  It 
must  be  remarked,  that  in  the  grant  to  Congress 
there  are  no  exclusive  words  from  which  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  in  no  case  any  ether  branch  of 
the  Government  shall  interfere  with  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce;  and  this  answers  the  question 
so  frequently  put  to  us  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
why  may  not  a  treaty  draw  money  directly  from 
the  Treasury,  which  is  a  right  given  to  Congress 
in  the  same  section  which  grants  the  right  to  reg- 
aUte  commerce.  The  phraseology  is  wholly 
<lifferent  in  the  two  cases.  In  case  of  money,  it 
is  declared  that  "  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from 


the  Treasury,  but  in  consequeDce  of  appropria- 
tions made  by  law." 

We  have  urged  the  undisputed  case  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  repealing  a  law  declaring  war ;  to  which 
no  satisfactory  explanation  or  answer  has  been 
made.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Lownoes)  has  attempted  one, 
which  is  utterly  insufficient,  and  founded  on  the 
most  palpable  error.  He  says  this  is  all  right,  be- 
cause the  power  of  making  peace  is  not  among 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress.  Why,  by  the 
same  reasoning,  then,  we  may  by  this  treaty  re- 
move the  discriminating  duties,  forthe  taking  off  a 
duty  is  also  not  among  the  enumerated  powers  of 
Congress.  But  the  right  of  removing  flows  neces- 
sarily from  the  right  of  imposing  a  duty  ;  and  so 
the  right  of  making  peace  would  flow  from  the 
right  of  making  war,  were  it  not  for  another  rea- 
son. The  Convention  intended  to  confer  on  Con- 
gress, meaning  as  1  contend  in  this  place,  the 
Federal  Government,  the  power  to  do  those  things 
which  a  Government  may  and  can  do  of  itself,  by 
its  own  single  authority,  and  without  any  depea- 
dence  upon,  or  reference  to,  the  will  of  another 
nation.  Of  this  sort  is  every  enumerated  power. 
But  to  make  peace,  requires  the  concurrence  of 
the  nation  with  whom  you  are  at  war;  and  is 
necessarily  a  subject  of  negotiation,  of  treaty,  of 
compact,  and  not  of  legislation.  It  would  na7e 
been  little  less  than  an  absurdity  for  the  Conven- 
tion to  have  said  that  the  Congress,  or  any  other 
departmentof  the  Government, should  have  power 
to  make  peace.  It  does  not  pretend  to  confer  this 
power  on  the  President  and  Senate  ;  but  merely 
authorizes  them  to  make  treaties,  which  treaties 
may  obtain  peace. 

I  will   offer,  sir,  one  further   remark,  and  then 
detain  you  no  longer.     By  the  sixth  article  of  the 
Constitution,  it  isdeclaredthat  "this  Constitution. 
'  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall 
'  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  author- 
'  ity  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law 
'  of  the  land."   Here  we  see  three  classifications  of 
this  supreme  law;  not  three  grades,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ross)  has  remark- 
ed, for  I  cannot  com[M^hend  any  grades  of  supre- 
macy.    We   have  three  classes,  all    put  on  the 
same  footing  of  authority  ;  and  treaties  are  de- 
clared to  be  as  much  the  supreme  taw  of  the  land, 
as  laws  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution. 
Now,    the  third   classification,  to   wit,  "treaties 
made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States," 
would  be  wholly  superfluous  and  unnecessary,  on 
the  construction  contended  for  by  our  opponents; 
for  if  a  treaty  becomes  a  law  of  the  land,  and 
derives   its  bindiLg  force  and  effect,  not  from  its 
own  intrinsic  power,  but  by  and  under  the  author- 
ity of  a  law  of  Congress,  then  are  treaties  included 
in  the  second  classification  of  supreme  laws,  to 
wit,",lawsmade  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution," 
and  it  was  worse  than  nugatory  tu  say  anything 
more  about  them.     It  has,  however,  been  contend- 
ed that  the  treaty  must  be  made  "under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States;"  and  assumed  that 
this  can   only  be  done  by  the  Congress  of  the 
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led   States  ia  which  that  authority  resides. 

t   obvious  that  this  arguraent.  or  rather  as- 

jjOD,    takes  for  granted  the    whole  matter  of 

ite  ;  and   Should,  therefore,  be  proved  before 

so  much:  relied    od.      But   is  not  a  treaty 

^e  •'  under  itie  authority  of  the  United  States,' 

I  be  made  ^y   the  department  of  the  Govern- 

It   in  whic|i   the   Constitution  of  the  United 

,2s  has  confided  the  power  to  make  treaties  ? 

,  J  authority-of  the  United  States  is  in  the  Con- 

^.tion,  to   boused  and  exercised  according  to 

listribution  there  made  of  it,  and  every  branch 

Iig  in  Its  (proper  sphere  acts  with  tbe  whole 

lority  of  th4  United  States.     It  should  also  be 

[rved  that  ?bis  clause  of  the  Constitution  re- 

)  to  treati^  made,  or  which  shall  be  made, 

►r  the  auibjrity  of  the  United  States,  raean- 

uerhaps  to  include  any  treaties  or  conventions 

th  might  h^ve  been  made,  at  any  period,  by 

[of  tbe  indtvidual  States. 

Vm  so  grat^t'ul  for  the  indulgent  attention  of 

iHouse,  at.'this  late   hour,  that  I  will  detain 

\  no  longer  with  thanks  and  apologies. 

hen   Mr.  \l.  had  concluded,  the  House  ad- 

led. 


J 


SATURDAY,  January  13. 

We.ndo|er  presented  petitions  of  sundry 
4n^.bitants  of 'the  United  States,  praying  Con 


lpe<0ied  expedient  for  the  interests  of  those  con 
)ce%|.'d  therein, -as  well  as  for  the  interest  of  the 
jc  in  genefal.— Referred   to  the  Committee 
jommerce  ^nd  Manufactures. 
,    Porter  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
<ants  of  th'.!  county  of  Niagara,  in  the  State 
]ew  York,  praying  compensation  for  losses 
-ioned  by   the   invasion  of  that   frontier  by 
"iriiish  forces,  during  the  late  war.  in  which 
sion    the    fillages  of  Buffalo,  Black    Rock, 
^Chester,  arjd  Lewiston.  were  totally  destroy- 
;ed^.-Referred  5o  Messrs.  Porter,  Throop.  Ba3- 
.3E|fr,   Herbert,  Chipma.v,  Wilkin,  and  Mur- 

|r.  Savage?  presented  •  petition  cf  Thomas 

^iams,  late^  one  of  the  chiefs  of  Iroquois  tribe 

idians,  in  t^e  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  but 

a  resident«of  the  State  of  New  York,  pray- 

remuneratin  for  losses  sustained  by  him  in 

equence  of^his  abandoning  the  British  dorain- 

and  joiniL^^  the  American  forces,  during  the 

war  with 'Great  Britain.— Referred   to  the 

letary  of  War. 

r.  Yancev,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

?  a  report  ©n  the  petition  of  John  G.  Camp, 

■n  was  rea'? ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 

iht  jelief  of  Jyhn   G.  Camp;    which  was  read 

and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

(  I  motion  oV  Mr.  Porter,  the  Committee  on 
Pe  Jions    and  .Revolutionary   Claims  were   in- 
"^♦'■^ied  to  inqriire  into  the  expediency  of  placing 
jUowing  otEcers  and  private  soldiers  of  the 


New  York  militia  on  the  pension  list,  on  the 
ground  of  wounds  and  disabilities  received  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  namely :  Cap- 
tain John  Huie,  Sergeant  John  Mazon  ;  privates 
Ptolemy  Sheldon,  John  B.  Williams,  Erasius 
Disbrow,  Jabez  Fisk,  and  Jonathan  D.  Carrier. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  sundry  documents  in  sup- 
port of  the  claims  to  j)ensions  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  named  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen>ions  and 
Revolutionary  Claim.s. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
•'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell;" 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Law,  from  a  select  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  junior,  of 
Waterford,  in  the  Slate  of  Connecticut ;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

COM.MERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
question  depending  yesterday  at  the  time  of  the 
adjournment,  to  wit:  Shall  the  engrossed  bill  -'to 
regulate  the  commerce  between  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  and  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
according  to  the  convention  concluded  on  the 
3d  day  of  July,  1815,"  pass? 

Mr.  Forsyth  rose  and  spoke  as  follows:  I  am 
extremely  reluctant,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  protract  the 
decision  of  this  question  ;  and  if  I  believed  the  few 
observations  I  propose  to  make  would  delay  it 
beyond  the  present  day,  I  should  certainly  remain 
silent,  notwithstanding  the  strong  inducements  I 
have  to  address  you.  My  purpose  is  to  vindicate  the 
bill  before  you.  and  its  advocates,  from  charges 
which  have  been  repeated  by  almost  every  gen- 
tleman who  has  pretended  to  examine  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  one  or  the  motives  of  the  other. 

The  bill  has  been  represented  as  contradicting 
and  belying  all  the  doctrines  heretofore  estab- 
lished on  this  subject;  as  a  dangerous  and  un- 
precedented novelty;  as  assuming  for  its  basis  a 
principle  that  legislative  aid  is  necessary  to  the 
validity  of  all  treaties  which  can  be  made  by  the 
Constitutional  authority.  Is  it  necessary  for  me 
again  to  refer  to  the  laws  heretofore  passed  in  the 
execution  of  treaties  to  prove  how  utterly  un- 
founded is  the  first  accusation  ?  Will  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  have  in  such  forcible  terms 
condemned  the  introduction  of  this  novelty  turn 
over  the  statute  book  and  examine  with  accuracy 
tbe  provisions  made  for  the  execution  of  the  trea- 
ties of  Great  Britain.*  Spain,  and  France  ?     Sir, 


•  In  a  former  adJreu  to  the  House  on  thi«  lubject, 
.Mr.  Forsyth  was  under  the  impression  that  no  laws  had 
been  passed,  or  were  necessary,  in  execution  of  the  Trea- 
ty of  1794.  A  subsequent  examination  of  that  treaty, 
and  of  the  acts  of  Confess,  has  enabled  him  to  correct 
this  m',staic.  It  was  agreed  by  the  third  arUcle  of  the 
treaty,  that  merchandwe  imported  iuto  the  United 
States  from  the  British  territories  in  North  America, 
by  land  or  inland  navigation,  should  be  subject  to  no 
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tbey  will  find  that  the  statutes  passed  in  the  exe- 
cution of  these  instruments  are  twin  brothers, 
echoes.  reHected  images.  However  they  may  be 
disposed  to  condemn  iliis  useless  legislation,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  found  their  condemnation  upon 
something  more  substantial  than  a  vague  decla- 
mation against  novelties,  precedents  for  which  are 
to  be  found  in  every  treaty  made  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
The  basis  of  the  bill  is  not  the  principle  stated, 
that  legislative  aid  is  necessary  to  the  validity  of 
treaties.  Gentlemen  have  exhausted  their  inge- 
nuity, their  time,  and  their  eloquence,  in  the  dis- 
cussion oi  a  doctrine  utterly  denied  by  the  bill 
and  those  who  advocate  it.  The  doctrine  con- 
tended for  is,  that  in  certain  cases  specified  by 
the  Constitution,  legislative  aid  is  necessary  to 
the  execution  of  treaties.  Is  there  no  difference 
between  the  two  propositions?  On  the  contrary, 
i.s  not  the  distinction  apparent  to  the  eye  and  ob- 
vious to  the  touch?  The  distinction  between  the 
validity  of  an  instrument  and  theexecution  of  its 
provisions,  between  the  oblieaiion  of  contract 
and  the  performance  of  that  obligation  ?  We  are 
not  disposed  to  call  in  question  the  propriety  of 
this  name  which  has  been  given  to  this  instru- 
ment, or  to  baptize  it  by  any  other  than  that 
which  it  properly  derives  from  its  godfather  and 
godmother,  the  President  and  the  Senate;  we  in- 
sist not  that  it  is  the  figment  or  shadow  of  a 
treaty,  but  that  it  shall  be  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  treaty,  valid  and  obligatory  as  such  as  a 
contract,  but  not  having  the  force  of  law  in  its 
operation  upon  the  municipal  concerns  of  this 
people  without  legislative  enactment.  And  where, 
sir.  is  the  danger  to  arise  ;  not  from  tbe  establish- 
ment, but  from  the  continuance  of  this  Constitu- 

higber  duties  than  would  be  payable  if  imported  in 
American  vessels  into  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  said 
States.  A  provision  perfectly  similar,  so  far  as  re- 
spected the  intercourse  by  land  with  Canada,  to  that 
introduced  in  the  late  convention,  with  respect  to  the 
intercourse  with  the  European  British  territories,  and 
which  was  equally  inconsistent  with  the  existing  re- 
venue laws,  which  then  as  now  imposed  an  additional 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duty  imposed  on  merchan- 
dise imported  in  American  vessels.  When  the  impor- 
tation was  made  in  •foreign  vessels,  the  same  article 
contained  also  several  other  provisions,  either  incon- 
sistent with  the  existing  laws,  or  embracing  objects 
within  the  sphere  of  the  legislative  powers  of  Con- 
greaa — such  as  the  exemption  of  duty  on  peltries,  on 
goods  belonging  to  the  Indians,  and  on  merchandise 
earned  over  the  portagus ;  the  regulation  of  the  rates 
of  tonnage  ;  the  general  permission  to  import  all  goods 
not  altogether  prohibited,  &c.  The  Western  posts 
were  not  delivertd  up  untU  1797,  and  it  was  only  in 
1799  that  revenue  districts  and  custom-houses  were 
established  by  law  on  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  and  Huron. 
The  same  act  which  established  those,  "  the  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, passed  the  2d  of  March,  1799."  contairu  several 
sections  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  conforming  the  act 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  above  mentioned  ; 
those  sections  are  the  104th  and  105ih,  (4th  vol.  Laws 
of  the  United  States,  pages  440  and  441,)  and  embrace 
all  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  alluded  to. 


tional  practice?  Can  it  be  supposed  that  it  will 
be  necessary,  convenient,  or  proper,  for  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  to  make  treaties,  to  the  execa- 
tion  of  which  Congress  will  refuse  its  aid  ?  Can 
it  be  expected,  after  the  national  faith  has  been 
pledged  by  the  competent  authority,  that  any  de- 
partment of  the  Government  will  refuse  to  do 
the  acts  necessary  for  the  redemption  of  the 
pledge  ?  May  not  the  same  causes  which  ope- 
rated to  produce  the  acquiescence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  recommendation  of  two-thirds  of 
the  Senate,  be  at  all  times  trusted  to  procure  a 
bare  majority  of  this  branch  of  Congress  for  the 
fulfilment  of  its  part  of  the  national  oblio-ation? 
Every  treaty  ratified  imposes  upon  the  5oTern- 
ment,  in  all  its  departments,  the  obligation  to 
fulfil  it.  The  extent  of  that  obligation  is  a  ques- 
tion not  now  necessary  to  beexamined  ordiscussed. 
So  far  as  relates  to  the  late  convention  with 
Great  Britain,  no  disposition  is  felt  in  any  part 
of  the  House  to  avoid  the  discharge  of  all  the  du- 
ties which  are  imposed  by  its  ratification.  The 
advocates  of  this  doctrine  have  been  accused  of 
a  desire  to  encroach  upon  the  Constitutional 
power  of  the  other  body.  This  House  has  been 
called  the  pet  cnild  of  an  over-indulgent  mother, 
and  warned  not  to  assume  rights,  presuming  upon 
that  indulgence,  which  are  exclusively  vested  in 
another  child  of  the  same  family.  The  propriety 
of  this  warning  is  to  be  tested  by  the  truth  of  the 
principle  it  assumes,  that  the  legislative  right  is 
vested  in  the  other  and  less  favored  child.  How 
far  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Hopkinson)  has  succeeded  in  establishing 
this  truth  the  House  will  judge.  I  beg  leave 
however,  to  remind  him,  that  in  the  execution  oi 
this  duty  he  proposed  one  question  and  argued  a 
different  one.  The  question  whether  a  treaty 
subsequently  made,  repeals  an  existing  law  con- 
trary to  its  stipulations,  was  the  one  proposed  to 
be  considered,  and  the  one  now  before  the  Houw. 
This  is  to  be  determined  by  what  the  Constitu- 
tion is,  and  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  This  was 
the  groundwork  of  his  argument;  but  instead  of 
raising  it  upon  this  basis,  he  abandons  it  at  the 
first  stroke  of  his  trowel,  and  builds  his  whole 
superstructure  upon  a  distinct  and  undisputed 
foundation:  that  there  is  no  supposable  casein 
which  the  vote  of  this  House  is  necessary  xo  give 
validity  to  a  treaty.  Sir,  we  are  in  the  exercise 
of  our  Constitutional  powers,  and  performing  the 
duties  of  our  station,  in  opposing  principles  ner^ 
before  contended  for;  ruinous  in  their  conse- 
quences to  the  security  of  public  happiness,  de- 
structive of  the  ends  of  the  Constitution.  We 
are  the  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
placed  as  sentinels  to  watch  the  avenues  of  pow- 
er, to  prevent  the  encroaohments  of  all  the  other 
departments  of  the  Government,  and  to  scan 
with  inquisitorial  scrutiny  the  motives  which 
govern  their  conduct.  In  all  the  discussions  and 
warmth  which  has  heretofore  been  excited  by  the 
supposed  conflict  between  the  powers  of  the  two 
Houses,  an  attempt  never  was  before  made  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  an  act  to  carry  a  treaty 
into  effect,  on  the  ground  that  the  treaty  itself 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


656 


!H 


>pR. 


Commerce  ipith  Great  Britain. 


Javvabt,  1816. 


^mes  a  law,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of 

)ntradictory  statute.     The  uniform  practice, 

the  doctruJes  heretofore  held,  are  equally  in 

tradictton    to  this  novel   and   unprecedented 

impt. 

\i  the  long,  animated,  and  lucid  discussion  of 
|ij  treaty-making  power  in  the  year  1796,  it  was 
"tended  by   the  Federal  minority,  1st.  That  a 
Ity  once    ratified   was   binding  on  the  nation, 
a:»  i  that   Cori<^ress  was  as  much   bound  to  pass 
th'«slaws   necessary  to  carry  such  treaty  into  ef- 
fejjft,  as   the   Tresident  and  Courts  were  to  exe- 
C\M:  its  provisions;  2dly.  That  if  there  was  any 
dftretion    in  iCongress.  it    was    limited    to    the 
■     -ial  act  ref,\jired  of  them — to  the  propriety  of 
ing  appropriations,  of  regulating  duties,  dec, 
that  ihey  pad  no  right  to  take  into  consider- 
n,  as  a   motive   of  dissent,  other  parts  of  the 
ty  which  J^vowedly  required   no  legislative 
sa|*tion.     Thw-  determination  of  the  Representa- 
,ti|isof  the  people  at   that  period— I  mean  the 
iutublican    ijajority — was    still    more    clearly 
: C(|pradictory  *o  this  new  doctrine.     Upon  what, 
sif  .is  the   relwince  for   its  establishment  at  this 
la*'^  day  ?     Luerally  upon  a  marginal  note  of  the 
pt^^ter  of  the-  Constitution,   which  says  treaties 
aw^  of  tlje   land.     I  will  not  repeal  what  I 
already  cycasion  to  remark,  and  what  has 
1  so    muclj    more  fully  illustrated    by   other 
lemen.  ih«t  the  text  of  this  part  of  the  Con- 
tion  has  n'u  bearing  upon  this  question,  it  was 
ted   for  a. purpose  explained  sufficiently  by 
ence  to  th^  article  itself,  to  ascertain  the  su- 
lacy  of  ihi  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
e  United  f^tates  over  State  constitutions  and 
e  laws.     I^  reliance  placed  upon  the  article 
,jh  authorises  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
ad»>£e  and   coijsent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate. 
toKake  treatiejj  ?     The  making  the  contract,  and 
ihi^fTeci  of  itjare  totally  different  things.     The 
asi|frtainmeDt  ff  what  department  of  the  Govern- 
m-^t  is  authorized  to  make  treaties,  does  nothing 
tofcirds  the  er^iablishment  of  the  doubtful  ques- 
of  the  exij'nt  and  effect  of  them  when  made, 
upon  the  nrticle  which  extends  the  judicial 
r  to  all  c^ses  in  law  and  equity  arising  un- 
the  Goveijoment   and    laws    of  the    United 
s.  and   ih*  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be 
,  under  ijieir  authority.     This  is  not  suffi- 
^  ,  for  this  yrovi^ion  is  necessary  to   the  per- 
leiaJon  of  the  'Constitution,  whether  treaties  are 
|iof||emselves  sufficient  or  require  legislative  en 


ent.     Casjs  would  arise  under  treaties  which 
edly  require  no  legislative  provision,  and  to 


ac 
av 

th*fe  cases  it  fvas  necessary  to  extend  thejudi 
citii  power  of  }he  General  Government.  These 
arlzill  the  clauses  of  the  Constiiuiiun  on  the  sub- 
and  not  ^ne  of  xhem  separated  from  the 
|jiUeauthori|,es  the  conclusion  which  had  been 
n  from  ib^em.  Nor  is  this  conclusion  jusii- 
by  any  pc^ible  combination  or  analysis  of 
An  att»;mpt,  however,  is  made  to  supply 
efect  in  t^e  letter  of  the  Constitution,  by  a 
e  of  reasoning  upon  the  nature  of  treaties 
he  necessity  which  exists  for  giving  such  a 
ruciiOQ  murder  to  perfect  the  grant  of  power 
s 

i 
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to  the  President  and  Senate,  to  enable  the  Exec- 
utive to  exercise  it   in   such  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
duce the  end  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
grant.     It  is  said,  also,  that  a  treaty  being  a  con- 
tract between  nations,  operating  upon  the  parties 
to  it,  is  superior   to   a  law   which  operates  only 
upon  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  of  the  par- 
ties.    I  deny  the  correctness  of  the  data  and  the 
arguments  founded  upon  them.     It  is  necessary 
from  the  nature  of  the  treaty  power  that  its  ob- 
ject should   not  be  defined,  but  the  necessity  of 
limiting  the  effect  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  is 
the  same,  is    indeed   infinitely  greater  than  the 
necessity  of  limiting  the  exercise  of  legislative 
power,  the  more  especially  in  a  Government  con- 
stituted like  ours,  where  the  legislative  power  is 
bridled    by  its    division  into    separate    branches. 
Unless,  indeed,  it  should  be  shown  that  there  is 
greater  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  com- 
bination and  corruption  of  two  bodies  dissimilar- 
ly constituted  in  the  same  Stale,  than  from  the 
corruption  of  one  of  them,  and  its  combination 
with  a   foreign    Power— a   position,  whose  false- 
hood is  demonstrated   both  by  theory  and  expe- 
rience.    What  IS  the  end  to   b<' accomplished  ? 
The  preservation  of  the  national  faith  by  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  contract,     is  the  mode   of 
fulfilling  it   important  to   this  end?     Is  not  the 
national  faith  sacredly  complied   with,  either  by 
the  enactment  of  laws  in  execution  of  the  treaty, 
or  by   considering    the  treaty  as  law  in   itself? 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  it  is  more  convenient  for  those 
who  exercise  this  power  that  it  should  not  be  thus 
clogged,  the  more  especially  if  it  is  sought   to  be 
exerted  in  doubtful   or  desperate  cases;  but  the 
foreign  Government  with    whom   your  engage- 
ment is  formed,  has  no  more  concern  with  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  to   be  executed  than  with 
any  other  internal   regulation.     It  is,  however, 
said  to  be  all-powerful,   because  it  is  a  contract! 
This,  permit  me  to  say.  is   the  first   time   I  have 
heard  the   doctrine  advanced   that  a  law  which 
commands  is  inferior  to  a  contract  which  prom- 
ises; that  the  act  of  performance   is  inferior  to 
the  word  of  nromise.     The  very  contrary  is  the 
doctrine  I  hold  ;  the  law  is  superior  because  the 
treaty    is  but  the   promise,  the  contract,   which 
can  be  redeemed  or  fulfilled -only  by  subsequent 
enactment.     The  inferiority  of  the  treaty  to  the 
legislative  power  is  obvious  from  the  nature  of 
the  two  powers  and   the  manner  in  which  they 
are  to  operate;  the  first  is  granted  from  necessity, 
the  second  for  convenience;  the  first  is  essential 
to  the  existence  of  society,   the  second  adventi- 
tious; the  first  operates    within    the    State,  the 
latter    is   granted    from    its    possible   connexion 
with,  and  effect  upon,  the  objects  for  which  the 
first  was  delegated.     But,  sir,  the  effect  resulting 
from  the  establishment  of  this  monstrous  preten- 
sion, requiitfs  to   be  examined.     The  people  who 
framed  the  Constitution  imagined  that  they  had 
secured  all    their   rights  from   violation    by  the 
checks  and  guards.     They  believed  at  least  that 
no  laws  could  be  passed  without   the  consent  of 
their   Representatives    biennially    responsible  to 
them  for  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  their  conduct. 
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In  order  to  preserve  within  its  proper  sphere  the 
Congress  of  which  these  Representatives  were  a 
constituent   part,   they   fixed  certain    boundaries 
within  which    they  should  be  permitted  freely  to 
act,  and  within  which   they  fondly  imagined  no 
other  authority  could   be   permitted    to  interfere 
with  the  exercise  of  their  powers.     Inadvertently, 
however,  they  have  authorized  the  President  and 
Senate  to  make  treaties,  and  this  general  permis- 
sion is  made  the   instrument  of  wresting  from 
their  Representatives  their  share  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  national  interest.     A  foreign  Power 
or  Indian  tribe  is  substituted  for  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  the  President  and  Senate 
with  this  extra  Constitutional  assistance  is  omnip- 
otent;  their    word    is   good   against    the    world. 
They    may  lay    taxes,    borrow    money,  regulate 
commerce,  establish  uniform  rules  of  bankruptcy, 
coin  money,  declare  war,  raise  armies,  and  change 
your  Constitution  ad  libitum.     We  are  told  that 
these  are  extreme  cases,  not  to  be  supposed  ;   the 
Senate  are  too  pure  to  act  thus  ;  that  the  Consti- 
tution limits   their   power  by  declaring   that   no 
money  shall  be   taken  from  the  Treasury  except 
by  appropriations   previously  made  by  law  ;  and 
some  have  adopted  the  ground  that  the  power  of 
the   purse  and   the  sword   is   with  the  Congress, 
aud   cannot  be   affected    by  treaty.     We  are  in- 
formed, too,  that  it  is  not  a  fair  mode  of  reason- 
ing. 10  put  extreme  cases.     Doubtful    principles 
are  always  to  be   tested   by  considering  the  con- 
sequences   dcducible  from    them.     If  tliey    are 
fairly  deduced,  and   are   manifestly  absurd,  how- 
ever apparently    correct    the    premises    may    be, 
however  difficult  to  delect  their  fallacy,  we  may 
conclude  with   unerring  certainty   that  they  are 
false.     In  this  case  gentlemen  refuse  to  examine 
because  they  dare   not  face   the  consequences  of 
the  principles  they  recommend.     If  there  is  any- 
thing in  theirargument  of  the  purity  and  wisdom 
of  the  Senate,  the  argument  is  equally  applicable 
to  ourselves,  aud  we  and  those  who  succeed  us.  1 
hope,  may  be  as  safely  trusted  as  the  present  or 
any  other  Senate  which  may  assist  in   the  man- 
agement  of  the  national   concerns.     Admitting 
the  present   purity  and   wisdom    of  the  Sena^le, 
have  you  a  bond  that  they  are  to  remain  so  ?     It 
will  be  remembered   that  the  descendants  of  the 
Senators  who  died   on   their  chairs  when  Rome 
was  sacked  by  the  Goths,  were  the  vilest  para- 
sites and  panderers  of  imperial  power.     What  is 
the    boasted  restriction  imposed   by  the   section 
that  '-no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law?"     It  is  true  that  most   important  acts  of 
power  require  the  expenditure  of  money.    Many, 
however  deadly  to  the   public  interest  and  secu- 
rity, may  be  eflecled  without  its  aid. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
^Mr.  Hopkinson)  who  warned  us  '•  to  beware  of 
jealousy,"  has  shown  us  how  easily  this  section 
may  be  evaded.  He  has  told  us  that  a  treaty 
noay  be  carried  into  execution  without  appropria- 
tions, if  the  President  can  procure  the  required 
service  lo  be  performed  without  compensation. 
From  this  it  follows,  as  an  irresistible  corollary. 


that,  if  the  money  necessary  can  be  procured  io 
any  other  way.  the  treaty  may  be  executed.     If, 
for  example,  the  foreign   Power  should  prefer  to 
pay  the  money  rather  than  lose  the  advantages  of 
the  contract.     This  position,  taken  in  connexion 
with  his  solemn  warning,  like  the  conduct  and 
the   voice  of  lago,  is  calculated  to  awaken  and 
stimulate   that  passion   against  whose  influence 
he   bids  us  -  beware."     But  whence  arises  this 
squeamish  distinction  between  appropriation  laws 
and   other  laws  ?     Is  a  treaty  a  law  to  some  pur- 
poses and   not   a   law   for  others?     From    what 
source  is  this  distinction  drawn  ?     Why  will  gen- 
tlemen after  swallowing  the  hemlock  refuse  the 
necessary    means   to  give  it    immediate   effect? 
Can  they  hope  to  escape  the  deadly  influence  of 
the   poisonous   draught?     They   indeed    prolong 
for  a  short  period   a  miserable  existence;  they 
may  render   the   mortal  agony  more  intense  by 
protracting  the  moment  of  dissolution  ;  but,  sir, 
their   fate  is  sealed,  and  no   human   power  can 
sever  them  from  death.     What  is  the  efficacy  of 
this  limitation,  supposing  it  to  be   beyond   eva- 
sion and  dispute?     What  is  its  potent  efficacy, 
if,  by  your   President  and  Senate,  a  band  of  five 
hundred   thousand  armed  banditti  are  admitted 
into    the  centre   of  your  territory  ?      Constitu- 
tional limitations,  without  any  power  of  enforce- 
ment but  the  people,  neither  forewarned  nor  fore- 
armed  by  their  representatives,  (for,  if  our  aid 
is   not   necessary,  the    first    intimation   we   may 
have  will  be  the  landing  of  these  hordes  upon  our 
shores.) — what  are  they  against  fixed   bayonets 
and  ruthless  ambition?     It  is  in  vain  to  say  this 
will  not,  cannot  happen.     Sir.  I  know  it  cannot, 
will  not  happen,  if  we  are  true  lo  our  own  trust; 
but  if  this  unlimited  authotiiy  is  granted  to  the 
President  and   Senate,  who  will  say  that  in  the 
next  century  it  may  not  occur?     The  honorable 
advocates  of  this  doctrine  rely  for  the  fidelity  of 
the  execution  of  the  power  upon  the  mode  of  se- 
lecting the  Senators,  upon  their  honorable  desire 
lo   live  in   history,  to  be  recorded  to  after  times 
as  virtuous  and   patriotic — upon   the  omnipotent 
influence  of  public  opinion.     I  am  not  disposed 
to  call  m  question  the  correctness  of  the  mode  of 
selection  adopted  by  the  Constitution,  but  if  this 
is  the  only  safeguard.  Heaven  help  us,  for  we  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  earthly  assistance.     Let  any 
man  who  believes  in  the  unerring  wisdom  which 
has  been  exhibited  in  the  choice  o(  Senators,  en- 
ter the   Senate  House  at  any  period  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Government ;  he  would  have 
found  intelligence,  virtue,  and  patriotism,  but  he 
would  have  found  also,  by  their  side,  stupidity, 
vice,  and  selfishness.     Brawling  ignorance  has 
more  than  once  occupied  the  chair  which  ought 
to  have  been  filled   by  unassuming  merit;  and 
sacrifices  have  been  oQered  on  the  altars  of  trea- 
son,  erected   in    the  very  centre  of  the  Senate 
Chamber.     Will  it  be  insisted  thai  these,  at  pres- 
ent partial  evils,  may  not  become,  in  the  gradual 
progress  of  society,  universal  corruption  ?     That 
the  body  at  present  visited  by  occasional  blotches 
may  not  hereafter  be  covered  with  leprosy,  against 
whose   contagion   the  Constitution    intended    to 
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rd  ?     If  ipiis  is  not  suflBcient,  how  much  more 
fl&cient  is  |he  confidence  reposed  in  their  desire 
live   recorded  for  their  yirtaes  in  after  times, 
story  has  lL?en  justly  styled  the  record  of  human 
rpuude,  ai|d  he  who  wishes  to  occupy  a  con- 
icuous  pla»e  on  the  roll,  will  most  surely  suc- 
d  if  his  liVe  IS  distinguished  by  successful  vil- 
y.     To  (le  virtuous,  to  perform  with  fidelity 
duties  of  life,  to  be  honest  and   incorruptible 
private  ar5d   in  public  stations,  will  secure  to 
man  his  portion  of  happiness  in  this  life,  and 
eward  in;that  to  come;  but  to  acquire  that 
(Cies  of  im*norlalily  which  is  conferred  by  the 
i)  of  the  historian,  ije  must  possess  very  differ- 
qualities.  nnd  exercise  them  for  very  different 
Vposes.     It*is,  indeed,  the  fortunate  lot  of  some 
induais  to  be  conspicuous  in  their  opposition 
he  crimes  of  others,  but  they  owe  their  place 
the  teraplf   of  history    to   the  criminality  of 
Jir  opponents.      The    name   of  Washington 
Ifer  would  i»ave  survived  the  first  century  after 
bt,  death  butnor  the  oppressions  of  England,  and 
tij  consequent  Revolutionary  contest.     William 
'I  would  hi^ve  died  unnoticed  and  unknown,  an 
ble  and  virtuous  peasant  of  the  canton  of 
'.  but  for   the  villainy  of  Gesler,  and  the  am- 
on  of  Au;*ria.     Public  opinion,  then,  is  to  be 
eflBcient  g^ard.    And  what  is  it?    In  the  pur- 
of  our  duty  virtue  teaches  us  to  disregard  it. 
its  influence,  corruption  renders  us  insensible, 
mitting  it  to  be  thus  omnipotent  upon  unsuc- 
■iful  criraef-for  history   teaches   us   that   the 
jure  or  sue*  ess  of  a  project  but  too  often  fixes 
haracter-  how  does  it  operate  ?     Not  on  the 


le,  but  on- the  criminal 


it 


permits  him  to 


^fect  the  lujjjry.  but  visits  him  afterwards  with 
^"lunishmeni.    The  Constitution  knows  no  such 
krds.     It  w«js  framed   with  a  view,  if  I  may 
Ipt  the  phrpse,  to  preventive,  not   vindictive 
Oice.     It  legended  to  prevent  the   commission 
Ihe  offence^not  to  punish  the  criminal. 
Iwill  not  oc^-upy  your  time  by  an  examination 
ihe  strangf<  doctrine   that   the   power   of  the 
jie  and  swo^  being  with  us.  the  treaty-making 
p<f|er  is  suffic^^fjntly  limited.    This,  if  it  does  any- 
.thl«g.  gives  IK)  the  whole  ground.     The   power 
the  swor^,  to  make  war,   depends  upon  the 
terms  ai  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
I  all   the  o^ier   powers  granted   to  Congress, 
loan  whose  head  is  not  strangely  confused,  or 
■ie  foreheaxl   is  not  covered  with  Corinthian 
ki,  can  prett-nd  to  make  a  distinction  between 

If  one  (B  exclusive,  so  are  the  rest, 
jhave  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that   the  President 
^Senate  miry  alter  your  Constitution  by  treaty 
r-ese  dociriifes  are  correct.     The  Constitution 
fides  that  amendments  may  be  made  by  two- 
is  of  the  ^tate   Legislatures,  and  two-thirds 
lie  Congrt^s.     It  says,  in  the  clause  already 
Jnoned,  th^c  commerce  may  be  regulated,  and 
*ey  coined  and  war  made  by  Congress.     If, 
the  treaty-making  power  is  paramount  to 
Ipower  of  Congress,  is  it  not   paramount  to 
luthority  qf  Congress  and  the  States? 
^a  foreign  Government  can  be  substituted  in 
lace  of  tike  Representatives  of  the  people. 


I 


what  forbids  the  same  substitution  in  the  place  of 
Congress  and  the  States?     The  same  argument 
applicable  to  the  first  set  of  powers  is  applicable 
to  the  last.     It  will  not,  I  presume,  be  contended, 
in  these  days  of  modern  improvement  in  the  law 
of  nations,  that  a  foreign  Power  cannot  by  treaty 
make  any  regulations  in    the  Government  of  a 
neighboring  State  or  people.     I  would,  before  I 
conclude,  bring  to  the  recollection  of  the  Houte 
an  argument  urged  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Sheffey,)  and  the  answer  given  to  it  by  a 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hohkinson.) 
It  was  this:  That  the  powers  given  to  Congress 
are    definite  in   their  term.*,  and  appropriate    to 
their  objects,  while  the  power  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  to  make  treaties  is  given  in  gen- 
eral and  unrestricted  terms.    It  was  asked,  and  as 
I  shall  show  no  satisfactory  answer  was  given  to 
the  question,  by  what  rule  of  construction  a  power 
primarily  and  specially  given   to  a  body  can  be 
assumed  and  exercised  by  another  to  which,  in  a 
subsequent  clause,  a  mere  general  authority  h 
given.     Upon   every  acknowledged   principle  of 
construction  the  specific  power  would  clearly,  in 
such  case,  be  deemed  a  reservation  and  exception 
out  of  the  general  grant.     In  answer,  what  was 
urged  ?     Not  that  the  conclusion   was  incorrect; 
not  that  the  principle  was  false;  but  its  force  was 
evaded  by  what  I  must  call  a  sophism,  and  that 
not  distinguished  by  its  ingenuity.     The  answer 
was,  that   the  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  a 
general  power  over  commerce,  but  to  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  a  special  power  over  commerce. 
From  a  general  grant,  broad  and  undefined  as 
it  could  be  made,  a  power  to  make  treaties  a  spe- 
cial power  to  regulate  commerce,  is  deduced   by 
argument.     This  special  power,  depending  upon 
the  correctness  of  the  deduction,  is  made  an  ex- 
ception out  of  the  .specific  grant  of  power  to  Con- 
gress, of  legislating  exclusively  upon   the  same 
subject.     Thus  a  special  power,  derived  by  argu- 
ment from  a  general  grant,  is  made  to  destroy  a 
special  power  expressly  granted.     Such,  sir,  are 
the  resources  to  which  one  of  the  ablest  of  the 
supporters  of  this  new  doctrine  is  driven  in  its 
defence. 

The  same  gentleman  sought  to  rest  the  claim 
of  the  power  of  the  Senate  upon  the  notion,  that 
the  powers  of  Congress  and  the  treaty-making 
power  were  concurrent.  This  idea,  admitting  it 
to  be  correct,  does  not  obviate  the  difficulty.  If 
these  powers  are  exercised  upon  the  same  objects 
to  produce  the  sameeffects,  there  is  no  contradic- 
tion or  difficulty  ;  but  if  they  operate  in  opposite 
directions,  which  is  paramount,  which  is  inferior? 
The  vexed  question  necessarily  recurs.  It  has 
been  .suggested,  that  the  one  last  exercised  is  to 
prevail,  inasmuch  as  the  last  act  always  repeals 
the  preceding  act.  This  suggestion  is  not  entitled 
to  the  weight  which  has  been  given  to  it.  It  rests 
upon  a  fallacy  easily  detected.  It  proceeds  upon 
another  proposition,  that  the  last  exertion  of  the 
same  authority  is  superior  to,  and  sets  aside  the 
former  act.  Here,  however,  the  act  of  one  power 
constitutionally  exerted,  is  repealed  by  the  act  of 
another  differently  conslitutecL     This  position  i 
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attempted  to  be  enforced  by  another  still  more 
refined  and  indefensible:  That  Congress  have  or- 
dinary, and  the  President  and  Senate  extraordi- 
nary, legislative  powers;  the  one  proceeding  by 
acts,  and  the  other  by  treaties.  I  do  not  under- 
stand how  gentlemen  obviate  ihedifficulty  thrown 
in  their  way  by  the  first  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  declares,  that  all  legislative  powers 
herein  granted,  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  Not  all  ordinary,  but  all  le- 
gislative power  shall  be  exercised  by  Congress. 
Where,  then,  is  the  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
contains  this  extraordinary  grant  of  extraordinary 
legislation  ? 

Sir,  what  an  extraordinary  spectacle  our  Gov- 
ernment would  exhibit  to  the  world,  if  these  po- 
sitions are  true.  To-day  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, without  our  assistance,  can  do  nothing  affect- 
ing the  happiness  or  security  of  this  people.  In 
a  matter  highly  interesting  and  important,  deeply 
affecting  the  national  interest — the  national  honor 
— the  President  and  Senate,  in  their  legislative 
capacity,  are  desirous  a  particular  system  should 
be  adopted;  this  House  refuses  its  concurrence — 
the  system  necessarily  fails.  To-morrow  a  Con- 
stitutional juggle  is  played  off,  and  the  system  is 
fixed  eternally  upon  us.  A  foreign  Government 
or  Indian  tribe  makes  a  contract  or  treaty  (the 
terms  are  convertible)  with  the  President;  he 
sends  it  by  his  Secretary  to  the  Senate;  the  doors 
are  closed  ;  the  Eleusinian  mysteries  are  cele- 
brated ;  and.  after  the  requisite  sacrifices  in  the 
temple  of  secresy,  the  contract  is  ushered  into  the 
world.  To  borrow  the  metaphorical  language  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  it  starts  into  life 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  ;  either  establishing 
a  new  system  obnoxious  to,  and  rejected  by,  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  or  overturning  all 
the  systems  heretofore  established  with  their  con- 
currence. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
so  much  the  object  of  our  admiration,  and  the 
praise  of  other  nations,  does  not  deserve  the  eulo- 
giums  bestowed  upon  it,  if  such  practices  are  con- 
sistent with  Its  principles.  At  one  moment  the 
Senate  is  but  a  co-equal  and  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  legislative  authority;  at  the  next  its  will 
IS  supreme  and  irresistible.  To-day.  in  the  hands 
of  the  President,  it  is  powerless  as  the  staff  of  the 
Israelite;  to-morrow,  it  is  converted,  by  his  as- 
sistance, into  a  serpent,  active  and  devouring, 
swallowing  up  everything  within  the  range  of 
the  Constitution.  To-day  it  is  powerless  as  a 
fevered  Caesar,  crying  -  bring  me  some  drink,  Ty- 
linius,  like  a  sick  girl;"  to-morrow  it  is  Caesar 
imperial,  at  "whose  nod  we  must  bend  our  bo- 
dies," with  reverence  and  submission. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  much  more  to  say  on  this 
subject,  but  the  persons  in  conversation  behind 
me,  warn  me  that  I  must  not  continue  my  re- 
marks, without  a  contest  for  the  dtiention  of  the 
House.  It  will  not  be  considered  as  unpardona- 
ble on  my  part,  to  abandon  a  conflict  so  useless 
and  ungrateful,  and  to  leave  them  the  undisputed 
master^  of  the  field. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  regretted  that  he  had 
consulted  his  feelings  more  than  his  judgment. 


when  he  last  evening  expressed  a  wish  to  submit 
some  remarks  upon  the  question  before  the  House- 
a  wish,  prompted  by  the  impulse  of  the  moment.' 
after  hearing  the  ingenious  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  which  seemed  to  him 
to  require  a  reply  from  those  who  thought,  as 
Mr.  J.  did.  that  this  bill  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  effect,  with  good  faith,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty.  Mr.  J.  remarked,  he  was 
the  more  reluctant  now  to  occupy  their  time, 
after  the  arguments  just  delivered  by  his  friend 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth,)  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania;  but  as  he  had 
given  a  pledge  to  the  House,  he  would  proceed 
briefly  to  redeem  it,  with  the  express  reservation, 
that  if,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  any  mani- 
festation of  impatience  occurred,  he  would  in- 
stantly terminate  them.  I  differ,  said  Mr.  J., 
from  gentlemen  who  conceive  that  the  question 
before  us.  in  consequence  of  the  coincidence  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  treaty,  possesses  no  in- 
terest in  reality,  or  in  the  view  o\  those  who  are 
called  upon  to  decide  it.  It  is  true,  and  it  is  not 
less  fortunate  than  true,  that  thus  far  the  discus- 
sion has  been  conducted  upon  liberal  principles, 
involving  only  the  consideration  of  what  is  a 
just  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  without 
the  baneful  influence  of  party  animosities  ;  yet 
a  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  question  is  really 
and  intrinsically  of  vast  importance,  as  has  been 
amply  developed  by  this  discussion.  And  I  con- 
sider the  decision  which  shall  be  pronounced 
now,  as  calculated  to  fix,  perhaps  for  ages,  the 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to 
one  of  Its  most  important  provisions  ;  it  will  not 
only  try  the  opinions  formerly  advanced,  by  an 
unerring  test,  but  being  given  in  the  same  age 
which  gave  birth  to  the  Constitution,  will  pos- 
sess all  the  weight  of  a  precedent  established  al- 
most contemporaneously  with  the  charier.  It  is 
now  too  late  to  deny  the  influence  of  precedents 
in  a  free  Government.  Perhaps,  whatever  ex- 
ists of  value  in  the  British  Constitution  is  the 
authority  of  precedent;  an  authority  so  highly 
esteemed,  as  to  give  rise  to  the  legal  maxim,  that 
"  communis  error  facit  jus  ;"  that  it  is  better  to 
acquiesce  in  an  erroneous  interpretation,  long 
settled  and  become  a  rule  of  decision,  than  that 
the  rights  of  society  should  be  put  at  hazard  by 
a  disregard  of  all  former  opinions  by  the  ex- 
pouuders  of  the  laws  and  the  Constitution. 

I  regard  this  as  a  striking  illustration  of  the 
idea,  that  the  powers  of  genius  and  eloquence 
are  so  iranscendant  as  to  set  all  the  sober  max- 
ims of  reason  at  naught,  and  by  the  magic  oi 
their  influence  "make  the  wrong  appear  the  bet- 
ter reason."  And  although  I  listened  with  con- 
stant attention  to  the  fine  specimens  we  have  had 
of  that  high  prerogative,  I  will  not  say  I  attended 
with  pleasure  to  the  splendid  exhibition  of  tal- 
ents by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question  ;  for  in  proportion  to  their  strength  are 
their  arguments  dangerous — hurtful.  The  wound 
inflicted  by  a  gilded  dagger  is  ofitimes  more 
mortal  than  that  produced  by  a  leaden  bullet. 
This  is  the  age  of  reason;  and  the   politician 
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lo  seeks  foi  fame  must  address  himself  to  the 
3t  of  ihe  communiiy  ;  he  must  convince 
[his  arguments,  rather  than  delight  by  his  ora- 
and   he  that  gives  a  wrong  bias  to  public 
^,dion  by  the  display  of  extraordinary  abilities, 
'lore   to  l)t  dreaded    than  the  man   who  rails 
inst   the   principles  of  the  Government,  nnd  I  the  order  now  presented 


5tb.  That  this  is  not  a  bill  auxiliary  to,  or  gir- 
ing  effect  to  the  treaty,  and  is  therefore  useless. 

6th.  And  that  the  security  we  have  against 
the  abuse  of  this  vast  power  is  in  the  public 
opinion,  which,  it  is  said,  is  an  ample  security. 

I  will  examine  each  of  these  propositions  in 


i 


•nly  endeavors  to  subvert  it.  In  all  Govern- 
iij^nts  having  a  written  constitution  much,  very 
Bk^h  depends  upon  its  faithful  interpretation; 
a  ,^  yet,  unfcftunately,  the  interpretation  which 
;iven  almost  always  partakes  of  the  predilec- 
is  of  thosw  by  whom  the  instrument  is  ex- 
mded.  Si»me  good  men  think  that  a  main 
ret  of  our  system  consists  in  the  inadequacy 
ihe  powerii  of  the  Executive,  and  hence,  on 
Questions  involving  their  consideration,  they 
a  construction  calculated  to  increase  rather 
jn  to  restrict  them.  And  to  this  cause  alone 
,1  ascribe  ii,  that    we   hear  doctrines  avowed 


The  first  is,  that  the  treaty-making  power  is 
unrestricted,  <tc.  Regarding  the  Constitution  as 
an  entire  instrument,  in  which  every  provision 
was  intended  to  have  effect  and  harmonize  with 
all  the  others,  and  that  no  superfluous  terms  or 
phrases  were  used  by  its  framers,  1  perceive  a 
restriction  on  this  power  in  the  grant  itself, 
which  relates  to  treaties,  and  defines  their  force 
when  made,  viz:  The  President  shall  have  pow- 
er to  make  treaties;  "and  all  treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 


S«k     It 

%: 


United   States,  shall    be   the   supreme  law,"  &,c. 

,  1        ,,    L  -     The  term  "'under,"  is  synonymous  here  with  pur- 

cti  render  111  the  ^reat  powers  of  legislation    suant   to,  in   obedience,  or  in   conformity  with- 

lUity,  and, which   bind  the  nation   hand  and  |  for  if  it  had  been  designed  to  be  without  limita- 

to  the  car  of  the  Executive,  and  the  coun-    tion,  other  words,  less  significant  in  their  mean- 

rs  ol  the  Executive,  in  the  exercise  of  the  '  ing,  would   have    been    employed— but  waiving 

this  suggestion,  which  may  be  objected  to  as  a 
a  just  conclusion,  the  I  mere  criticism,  I  will  say,  it  is  restricted  by  many 

prominent  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  name- 
ly: in  all  the  instances  where  the  exercise  of  a 
general  power  is  prohibited  to  the  United  States, 
as  in  the  cases  enumerated  by  the  9th  section  of 
the  1st  article,  which  declares  that  no  tax  shall 
be  laid  on  exports,  <tc.,  and  it  is  restricted  also 
by  other  provisions,  whereby  an  express  power 
over  other  specified  objects  is  given  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  ;  and  it  is  wholly  in- 
compatible with  the  plainest  rules  of  construc- 
tion, that  a  power  expressly  granted,  can  be  anni- 
hilated by  inference  and  interpretation  merely, 
which  would  be  the  effect  of  permitting  the 
treaty-making  department  to  supersede  thelegis- 
lative  authority  in  all  the  cases  enumerated  in 
the  8ih  section. 

In  this  section  it  is   declared  Congress  shall 
have  power   to  declare  war,  to  raise  armies,  to 
provide  a  navy.  dec.     If,  however,  the  President 
and  Senate  shall  approve  a  treaty  of  offensive 
and  defensive  alliance,  they  may  thereby  involve 
us  in  war.  and  stipulate  that  our  contingent  shall 
be  an  army  of  twenty  or  fifty   thousand   men  ; 
several  ships-of-the  line;  a  subsidy  of  many  mil- 
lions,  and   whatever    else    they   shall   conceive 
conducive   to  the  attainment    of  the   objects  of 
the   treaty— a   consequence   to   which    the   doc- 
trines avowed  will  indubitably  lead  us,  and  which 
will    as    clearly    usurp    all    the    great    legisla- 
tive   powers   of  the  Federal   Government.     An 
argument  is  urged  by  the  advocates  of  this  con- 
struction, which  depends  for  its  correctness  upon 
the  influence  and  extent  of  the  provision  which 
declares  that  treaties  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.     It  is  said  there  are  no  grades  in  supre- 
macy, and  a  supreme  implies  a  subordinate  pow- 
er;  that   the    treaty  power    being   supreme,   the 
legislative  power  must  yield  to  it,  or  if  the  pow- 
ers be  equal,  the  treaty  repeals  all  laws,  thereto- 
fore in   force,  conflicting   with   its  stipulations. 


|ty-makingj  power 

order    to    arrive    at 

)er  mode  i^  to  regard  the  Constitution  as  ob- 

^tory  upon  us — to   indulge  in  no  speculative 

jries  as  to  ivhat  it  ought  to  be;  "  italexacrip- 

*^'/'  and  as;it  is  written  so  let  it  be  expounded. 

Iroaps  it   isjdue  lo  candor  that  I  should  state 

V»pinious  ijpon    the  extent   of  the  Executive 

jVer  also,  in-order  that  the  rule  I  am  applying 

'ithers  may;  have  its  proper  weight  in  estima- 

my  argunients;   with  that  view  alone,  I  de- 

to   be.  that  the  Execu- 

authorityjis  already  strong  enough — it  wants 

'the  aids  on  props  of  construction  ;  and  if  the 

jtion  undt>-  discussion  were  as  to  the  compe- 

;y  of  the  Executive  authority  upon  a  motion 

jmend  the  Constitution  in  that  particular,  in- 

'd  of  being  a  question  as  to  its  extent  merely, 

lieveit  w>  uld  be  decided  again  that  no  prin- 

le  of  public  liberty  required  any  addition  to 

grant  of  jwwer  already  defined  by  that  in- 

ment.        . 

say,  sir,  {^t,  the  doctrines  advocated  do  an- 

late  the  lt,gislative  powers  of  Congress,  and 

ert  us  ii^'to  a  mere  registering  body.     Let 

state  sonkj  of  the  positions  advanced,  and 

f  I  am   (|ot  justified  in  this  opinion.     It 


te   tr< 
,  cept 


IS 


reaty-making  power    is    unre- 
ions  to  It  are  by  construction 


That  t 
stii^ted,  and  e; 
mj^ely.  » 

^.  That  it  »s  a  complete  power  independently 

o/Mhe  Legislaiture,  and    where  its  fulfilment  re- 

.qtJres  legislative  enactments,  they  are  compelled 

5bst<he  treaty  ^0  preserve  our  faith,  as  the  pay- 

m^t  of  a  deb,,  or  the  conveyance  of  land,  when 

sts^lated  for  |)y  a  competent  authority. 

^.  That  th^s  treaty  requires  no  further  saoc- 
tii^  to  give  itjvalidiiy. 

yh.  That  i;  was  promulgated  by  the  Prtsi- 
dv^^  as  a  valjj  and  obligatory  instrument,  re- 
q4|tiig  no  legislative  aid. 
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The  fallacy  of  this  reasoDiog  is  demonstrated  by  I  by  treaty,  and  hence  it  is  contended  every  other 
referring  it  to  the  test  relied  on,  viz :  the  provis-  !  law  may  in  like  manner  be  repealed.  This  case, 
ion  in  the  Constitution  declaring  the  effect  of  j  if  it  were  in  point,  has  not  the  force  that  prece- 
treaties,  dec.  Its  language  is,  '•  this  Constitution,  dents  are  entitled  to,  because  it  was  not  discussed  ; 
'  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  |  and  it  has  not  the  sanction  of  age,  without  which, 
'  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  {  as  one  of  them,  no  case  is  considered  a?  of  bind- 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made  under  the  author-  I  ing  validity.  But,  the  case  is  not  an  analogous 
'  ity  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  j  one.  The  act  of  war  was,  first,  declaratory  that 
'law  of  the    land."     It    is    not   treaties    merely  i  the  relations  of  peace  no  longer  existed  w|th  Great 


which  are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  but  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  also.  The  Constitution  is  first 
named  :  It  shall  be  the  supreme  law  ;  it  is  supre- 
mest  of  these  supreroes,  and  fully  establishes  the 
reverse  of  the  proposition  that  there  are  no  grades 


Britain;  and,  second,  it  authorized  the  President 
to  employ  the  national  forces  in  its  prosecution. 

War  is.  indeed,  as  was  eloquently  remarked  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Pinkney.)  a 
great  prerogative;  it  is  the  highest  attribute  of 
sovereignty  ;  the  greatest  scourge  of  nations.    The 


ID  supremacy  ;  for  example,  it  is  admitted  that  a  good  and  the  wise  resort  to  war  only  when  it  be- 
treaty  stipulation  directly  repugnant  to  an  ex-  comes  the  lesser  of  great  evils,  between  which 
press  prohibition,  is  void,  unless  it  is  because  the  j  they  are  compelled,  by  the  wickedness  and  folly 
Constitutional   charter  is  paramount   to  treaties  '  of  their  enemies,  to  make  a  choice.     The  laws  of 


conflicting  with  it.  And  how  are  these  supreme 
laws  marshalled?  I  answer,  according  to  iheir 
grades  of  supremacy  :  1st.  The  Constitution  ;  2d. 
The  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  3d.  The 
treaties — according  to  a   familiar  maxim,  "qui 


war  are  essentially  humane  and  liberal,  and  every 
civilized  nation  that  respects  the  opinions  of  the 
world,  and  the  faithful  award  of  posterity,  will 
keep  them  sacred.  By  these  laws,  the  commander 
of  an  army  may  agree  to  an  armistice.     The  Pre- 


prior  est  tempore  potior  est  jure;^^  if  the  laws  ]  sident,   who   is   the    Commander-in-Chief,   may 
conflict  with  the  Constitution,  they  are  ipsofacio  ]  alone  suspend  hostilities,  and  with  his  Conslilu- 


void ;  if  treaties  contravene  existing  laws,  they 
are  invalid,  until  the  laws  are  repealed.  It  i!> 
said,  as  the  power  to  make  commercial  treaties  is 
not  withheld,  it  constitutes  a  portion  of  the  gen- 
eral grant  "lo  make  treaties."  It  is  not  denied 
by  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  that  this  position  is 
a  sound  one ;  on  the  contrary,  we  admit  its 
truth  ;  we  s-ay  it  exists  as  all  other  subjects  with- 
in the  legitimate  objects  of  conventional  agree- 
ments, subject  to  the  limitations  or  controlling 
power  defined  in  the  Constitution.  To  illustrate 
my  opinion,  the  President  and  Senate  may,  by 


tional  advisers  (the  Senate)  may  terminate  them. 
And  this  is  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  inter 
arma  silent  leges.  And,  when  the  calamities  of 
war  can  be  honorably  ended,  the  construction 
should  be  liberal,  if  a  rigid  rule  rendered  the  power 
doubtful.  In  the  next  place,  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
was  a  complete  act ;  it  abridged  no  power,  it  vio- 
lated no  right,  and  required  no  legislation.  It 
was  the  exclusive  attribute  of  the  treaty  power, 
for  it  is  not  enumerated  among  those  granted  in 
the  Constitution.  Again,  the  treaty  was  self- 
executory  ;  and  in  fine,  it  did  nothing  more  than 


treaty,  agree   to  regulate  our  commerce  with  a  !  promise  that  the  President,  to  whom,  by  the  dec 


foreign  nation,  because  its  regulation  comes  with- 
in the  scope  of  the  treaty-making  power,  sub- 
ject, nevertheless,  to  the  subsequent  sanction  of 
Congress,  without  which  it  is  invalid,  because 
"Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations."  The  direct  power 
is  given  to  Congress,  in  positive  terms — the  indi- 
rect subordinate  power  is  given  to  the  President 
and  Senate,  by  inference  only  !  Here  the  rule 
of  construction  I  have  referred  to,  comes  in  aid 
of  our  doctrine,  that  an  express  grant  shall  not 
be  defeated  by  implication,  if  the  intention  of 
the  grantor  is  unequivocally  manifested  in  its 
favor. 

I  admit  we  cannot  have  a  treaty  unless  it  is 
through  the  Executive  agency.  What  I  contend 
for  is,  that  when  the  treaty  embraces  a  subject 
requiring  legislation,  either  by  a  promise  to  pay 
money,  or  that  a  law  shall  cease  to  operate,  in  all 
cases  Congress  must  act  to  render  the  treaty  efff  c 


claration  of  war.  was  given  the  power  to  wage  it, 
would  forbear  lo  prosecute  it  any  longer.  How 
different  in  all  respects  is  this  Commercial  Treaty! 
It  is  to  be  in  constant  prospective  operation,  and 
violates  daily  the  express  injunctions  of  a  statute 
which  declare,-  that  the  British  vessels  shall  pay 
a  duty  in  our  ports,  from  which  the  treaty  ex- 
empts them.  The  treaty,  then,  exercises  all  the 
functions  of  legislation — it  repeals  an  act  of  Con- 
gress. But.  in  order  to  establish  the  similarity 
further,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  we  co-operated 
in  giving  our  sanction  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  by 
'disbanuing  the  Army,  and  changing  the  aspect  of 
all  our  external  relations.  If,  indeed,  as  has  been 
contended,  the  power  to  make  treaties  is  limited, 
and  when  made,  the  treaties  are  instantly  valid, 
without  the  agency  of  Congress,  and  exceptions 
to  this  power  ire  by  construction  merely, — then 
it  may  be  said  of  our  Constitution,  as  has  been 
asserted  of  Republicanism,  that  "it  means  any- 


lual ;  that,  to  repeal  a  law  is  as  much  an  act  of    thing  or  nothing,"  and  the  wisdom  and  precaution 


legislation  as  to  pass  a  law  appropriating  money, 
or  for  raising  taxes,  dec;  and  that  yuu  cannot 
legislate  by  treaty,  because  it  is  declared  by  the 
Constitution  that  all  legislative  powers  therein 
granted  shall  be  vested  in  Congress 


of  its  framers  and  adopters  have  been  vain  and 
fruitless. 

I  come  now  to  the  second  point  in  the  order  of 
my  arrangement,  viz.:  that  the  treaty-making 
power  is  complete,  and  independent,  Ac.     In  my 


It  is  said  that  the  act  declaring  war  wis  repealed  <  answer  to  it,  I  will  ask,  what  is  meant  by  the  terms 


t 
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';JSTKt';''''r.''^/P?"'lu'''l^'''^*''P^r^'l  "^^'  '^^  Oovfmment  is  not  bound.  asTt^a^ 
./5J.J  what  IS  Intended  by  ihe  phrase  power  there  ,  power,  and  the  individual  is  not,  because  he  sun- 

;:»;!°!;r^i..L!lf'P?:'.  1:^.1V'?:^!^L'^]^    pressed   no  fact,  he  suggested  no   falsehood    fe 

annexed  his  letter  of  attorney  to  the  agreement 
and  signed  it  as  agent.  ' 


r^\t  or  digestion,  and  means  a  legislative  con- 

'tr^\orer  the  subject  delegated,  and  does  not  imply 

•ce.l^pxdaion.obHigation.     And  yet  we  are  told,  if 

;  t^-j.  ful6lmen«[  of  the  treaty  requires  legislative 

e^tments,  tl^ey  are  compelled  by  the  treaty.     I 

d^iooi  speak 'of  a   physical   compulsion,   but  a 

ra^i^al  obligation;  for,  if  our  honor  binds  us  to 


If  the  Congress  are  bound  on  all  treaty  ques- 
tions in  the  extraordinary  intercourse  among  na- 
tions, and  must  legislate  to  give  them  effect,  we 
are  a  mere  registering  body;  we  ought  to  go  home, 
^%F       ^      r.-y--.  —  -•  --■    ••-"-.    -...«-.  W-,  '"  1  and  no  longer  presume  to  be  a  deliberative  assem- 
•IaUm  rf  ¥n?n  ""^^^'^^  'hat  It  Should  be    bly.     The  complaint  which  led  to  the  Revolution 
w^held  fo    a»  moment.     The  argument  on  this  ,  was  the  assertion  by  the  King  and  Parliamen    of 

■^^\T2>.'llTVl^     ■    ^"PJ^^""!,  'r  '''''"-  '  ""  "^^'  '°  ^'"'^  "^  '"  ^11  ^«^^^  whatsoever"  and 

:  h^i.;ne  where  n  debt  was  contracted  by  a  compe-    after  a  glorious  and  successful  resistance  we  hav^ 

:]^\  agen  ;  th^other  where  an  agent  sold  land  in  ,  gained   but  little,  if  it  shall  be  once  established 

bef.lt  of  his  piincipal,  under  a  power  which  did  ~  ihai  the   Representatives  of  the  people  have  no 

DC*  authorize  , he  sale.     Althougn  in  the  htter    rights   under'this  Government,  and  that  in  de- 

caj    t  wasadnjitted  the  principal  was  not  bound,    rogation  of  State  rights,  and  in  violation  of  ex- 

.m'.t  was  contended   there  was  nevertheless  a    press  prohibitions,  the  treaty-makin<r  power  can 

vajjl  contract      In  the  first  case  it  was  said  the  ,  'bind  us  in  all  cases."     In  support^?  this  dan- 

de|^  mijst  be  ,jaid,  and  m  the  second,  you  must  |  gerous  power,  it  .s  urged  that,  iS  establish  ne  the 

1  Has/,  Iri  ir"  '^'  '°'u  ^'T'""  ^"'  "f'P^^"^  ^''*^''*°^'  ^^«  P»'7  'he  Executive  arm  of 
tbi  ^  cases  ar^  not  apposite.  Here  the  contract  the  Government.  And  if  this  consequence  were 
IS  ^choate;  thie  debt  is  not  yet  contracted;  we  I  to  follow.  I  pray  you  whether  it  wo2uj  not  be  a 
ga  f  no  poweritosell  the  farm  ;  and  are  not  boiin.l  !  hptt^r  «v.i  ,hon  ,.  ,.„;u:  l"  Aj  .._  V'"  ."  .     .    ^ 


i  „„  ,.„„„ u    r       ' . T  '    "^     '"  luiiui..  1    uay  yuu  wneiner  it  wou  u  not  be  a 

Lkelnnd  ih?  '""  '  ""r^  ^''  T  ^^'"'^    ^"""  '''^  '^an  to  annihilate  the  legislative  body  ? 


3«;      .     , 

igi  l^ant  ot  ou[  institutions  as  tc 
Tre  Jy,  when  ratified  by  the  Pre 
ad  |:e  of  the  Senate — no  matter 


?a    .        .  .  -, , 

to  ^ake  good  ^he  engagements  of  one  that  tran 
sc<  >^ed  his  powers.  But,  foreign  nations,  it  is 
^a:  ^  regard  us  jis  bound,  and  our  faith  as  pledged 
10  ftem.  whenever  a  treaty  is  ratified.  This  con 
dif  Ration  wilh  always  render  the  question  an 
A?x  ^mely  delicate  and  highly  responsible  one, 
-ID  fio  doubt  ^ill  have  due  weight  in  dctermin 
iiij  *he  House  of  Representatives  as  to  the  pro- 
P'Wf  of  passiiig  the  necessary  laws.  I  cannot, 
hoftver,  adrnj.  that  any  civilized  nation  is  so 

to  suppose  that  a 
^resident,  with  the 
^  what  are  its  pro- 
Ins— is  ip9(ifacto  obligatory,  and  that  a  refusal 
[ongress  toj carry  it  into  effect  would  violate 
pational  fa^h.     After  the  refu>.al  of  the  Brit- 
ish .^iovemme/^t  to  ratify  the   Erskine  arrange- 
m«  ^.  for  maki.ig  which  so  much  praise  was  be- 
-♦-■■jed  on  the  ('resident,  until  it  was  ascertained 
jHis  Majesiy  did  not  approve  of  it.  it  will  be 
llected    thcit  the  Opposition  partly  changed 
I  tone  fromfpraise  to  censure,  and  excused  the 
ish  tor  a  n«in-compliance,  because  the  Min- 
ihad  not  (»beyed  his  instructions,  and  con- 
iVfed  the  Pr^<ident  for  treating  with  him  with- 
ou^.equiring  the  production  of  hi<.  patent  powers. 
Ou^treaty  powders  are  patent;  they  are  defined 
"ie  Constitution  ;  they  are  limited  in  it.     The 
who  contracts  for  his  principal,  producing 
owers,  biijds  him  only  as  far  as  they  ao ; 
End  ihem  111-  appeals  to  the  discretion  of  "the 
^     Jipal  alonejthere  is  no  contract,  and  the  party 
trui^ngtoitha?no  right  to  complain  iftheawree- 
tnell  shall  be  rj-jected.     It  i.  a  well-known  "rule, 
rhere  anlagent  contracts  for  the  Govern- 
he  is  Dotjindividually  liable  if  he  had  au- 
l*<y  to  compact,  and  it  falls  within  the  same 
jiple  that  ije  is  not  liable  if  he  producj  the 
|r  under  w^ich  he  makes  an  agreement,  and 


,  It  as  agen' .     In  the  first  case,  the  Govern- 
is  bound  l|y  a  valid  contract;  in  the  second 


1 


But,  say    the  gentlemen,  we  admit  you  have  a 
right  to  regulate  commerce;  yet  it  is  by  adopt- 
ing municipal  regulations  only.     How  is  it,  if 
this  distinction  be  correct,  that  the  Constitution 
declares  we  shall   have   power  to  regulate  com- 
merce   with    foreign    nations?     One  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pickeri.ng)  has  attempted  an  answer;  he 
says  It   relates  only  to  such  nations  as  will  not 
enter   into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  us.     To 
this  explanation   I  reply,  the  clause  contains  no 
such  limitation  ;  and  if  a  foreign  nation  will  not 
treat  with  the  Executive.  I  should  despairof  suc- 
cess by  sending  the  whole  Congress  abroad  for 
that   purpose.     If  the  ships  of  a  foreign  nation 
come  within  our  limits  for  the  purposes  of  traffic 
our   regulations,  by  which   they  are  bound,  are 
municipal,  and  none  of  them  can   be  termed  a 
npgulation  of  commerce  with  sucn  foreign  nation. 
The  admission,  however,  of  those  that  contend 
our  power  is  municipal  only,  is  fatal  to  their  ar- 
gument.    What  is  the  obvious  meaning  of  the 
term  municipal  ?     Not  a  regulation  of  commerce 
in   the  body  of  a  State  between  its  citizens,  for 
we  have  no  such  power ;  nor  a  regulation  of  com- 
merce •'  among  the  States,"  for  that  is  granted  by 
a  separate  clause;   but  its  regulation  in  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States— the  very  office 
which  It  IS  contended  this  treatv  performs  in  de- 
fiance of  the  law  in   your   statute   book.     It  is 
argued  that  a  treaty  may,  without  legislative  aid, 
regulate  our  foreign  trade  by  defining  what  shall 
be  deemed  contraband  of  war,  and  by  prohibitino' 
exports  of  such  articles.     I  admit  that  the  treaty 
power  may  stipulate  as  to  what  articles  shall  be 
contraband,  and  yet  I  deny  the  right  of  that  power 
10  prohibit  their  exportation.     The  law  of  nations 
designates  certain  articles  as  contraband  of  war; 
these  have  been  particularly  defined  by  conven- 
tional agreements,  and  that  between  Russia  and 
England   i^  the  most   liberal.     In  these  articles 
you  shall  not  trade  with  a  nation  at  war.  because 
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such  a  nation,  converting  them  to  the  purposes 
of  WAT,  is  thereby  enabled  to  annoy  its  adversary, 
and  being  neutral  yourself,  it  is  your  duty  to  pre- 
serve ao  inviolable  impartiality  between  the  bel- 
ligerents; yet  a  trade  in  those  articles  is  not  un- 
lawful, provided  it  is  carried  on  with  a  Power  at 
peace,  and  consequently  it  being  a  belligereui  re- 
strictioQ,  it  ceases  entirely  to  have  effect  in  time 
of  peace,  and  in  time  of  war  is  confined  to  the 
parlies  at  war.  It  follows  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence that  the  exportation  cannot  be  interdicted, 
but  the  destination  merely. 

The  third  position  assumed  is,  that  the  treaty 
requires  no  sanction  ;  because,  says  the  gentle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hopkinson,)  all 
prior  contiictiug  law>  are  repealed  by  the  treaty. 
The  repeal  of  a  law,  as  has  been  shown,  is  a  legis- 
lative act,  and  all  legislative  powers  are  vested 
in  Congress.  The  conclusion  is,  therefore,  irre- 
sistible, that  the  argument  is  erroneous.  An- 
other remark  is,  that  there  is  no  instance  of  the 
question  being  put,  whether  a  treaty  or  no  treaty  ; 
that  in  1795  this  House  only  claimed  the  right 
to  withhold  or  grant  money  to  carry  tlie  treaty 
into  effect.  So  in  this  case  we  say  as  it  proposes 
to  regulate  commerce  by  repealing  the  discrimi- 
nating duties,  we  have  the  right  to  decide  upon 
such  repeal,  and  do  not  decide  the  question  of 
treaty  or  no  treaty  either.  And  this  for  a  plain 
and  obvious  reason  :  it  does  not  comport  with  the 
practice  of  the  Huuse,  or  rules  of  legislation,  to 
decide  an  abstract  proposition.  The  only  depar- 
ture from  this  rule,  that  I  recollect,  was  when,  in 
consequence  of  the  outrageous  edicts  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  this  House  solemnly  declared, 
by  the  votes  of  all  the  members  except  two,  (and 
thet^e  two  opposed  the  declaration  oo  the  ground 
thai  it  was  an  irregular  course,)  that  the  United 
Slates  could  no  longer  submit  to  those  edicts 
without  a  sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  and  in- 
dependence. It  is  said,  also,  that  when  the  treaty 
power  is  violated,  the  check  is  not  here,  but  in 
the  Constitution.  Certainly,  sir.  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  if  we  permit  the  Constitutional  powers 
of  the  Legislature  to  be  usurped,  without  an 
effort  to  maintain  them,  we  cannot  answer  for 
our  conduct  to  our  consciences  or  to  our  coun- 
try. We  stand  here  as  the  sentinels  of  the  people 
to  challenge  all  hostile  attempts  to  invade  their 
liberties,  all  hostile  attacks  subversive  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Hopki.nso.n)  told  us  the 
argument  in  support  of  the  bill  was  built  upon 
the  supposed  impropriety  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Senate.  How,  wherein,  I  pray  you  ?  By  assert- 
ing our  righbi ;  in  performing  our  duties?  W^e 
claim  to  participate  in  acts  of  legislation  ;  we 
cannot,  if  we  would,  permit  the  Senate  to  legis- 
late ;  if  there  be  any  inference  of  impropriety, 
the  fault  lies  in  the  Constitution  in  creating  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  not  in  perform- 
ing our  functions  as  one  of  them.  We  were  called 
the  spoiled  child  of  the  Constitution,  and  were 
solemnly  admonished  to  beware  of  jealousy.  Sir. 
we  are  the  favorites  of  the  Constitution,  the  great 
agent  of  all  political  operations ;  the  money  of 


the  people  has  been  confided  to  us  ;  the  purse- 
strings  of  the  nation  have  been  given  into  our 
hands,  and.  until  we  loosen  them,  not  a  dollar  can 
be  drawn  from  their  pockets.  But  wherein.  1  ask, 
do  we  manifest  this  jealousy  ?  If  by  the  term  it 
be  meant  that  nice  sense  of  propriety  which  in- 
duces the  world,  in  speaking  ol  a  high-minded 
gentleman,  to  .«ay  that  he  is  jealous  of  his  honor, 
I  accept  the  application  ;  but  if  it  be  meant  that 
we  manifest  a  distrust  of  the  virtue  or  patriotism 
of  the  Senate,  I  disavow  it.  Our  ground  is  ele- 
vated above  the  atmosphere  in  which  jealousy  of 
that  kind  finds  its  aliment;  it  is  the  ground  of 
faithful  interpretation  and  not  of  expediency;  and 
I  will  ask  the  gentleman,  in  his  own  language,  if 
the  assertion  was  not  used  to  point  an  argument 
or  to  round  a  period  ? 

If  the  view  already  presented  be  a  correct  one, 
not  only  does  the  treaty  require  (he  sanctions  of 
a  law.  but  it  cannot  be  executed  without  an  act 
of  the  Legislature.  It  was  remarked  that  this 
construction  would  violate  the  assurances  of  our 
Ministers,  as  they  told  the  British  the  treatv 
would  be  complete  on  being  ratified,  and  the  fifth 
article  was  read  in  support  of  the  assertion.  Sup- 
pose that  such  was  indeed  their  opinion  in  form; 
it  proves  nothing  more  than  the  discussion  now 
proves,  that  many  distinguished  able  men  take 
up  a  similar  opinion  ;  the  true  question  i.s,  which 
opinion  is  the  correct  one. 

And  this  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the 
4th  point,  viz:  that  the  treaty  was  promulgated 
by  the   President  as  a  valid   and    binding  instru- 
ment requiring   no  legislation.      I  wish  it  to  be 
understood   that  I  disclaim  entirely  the  binding 
influence  of  any  opinions  from  any  quarter;  the 
weight  they  ought  to  have  is  always  proportioned 
to  their  inherentcorrectness.and  thedistinguished 
talents  of  those  by  whom  they  are  pronounced. 
I  always   pay  due   respect  to  such  authority,  for 
the  same  reason  that  I  would  in  a  court  oi  law 
to  the  judgments  of  Lord   Ellenborough.     But 
the  President  has  not  expressed  the  opinion,  ac- 
cording to  my  view,  that  the  gentlemen  ascribe 
to  him,  but  the  reverse.     I  have  been  led  to  com- 
pare the  language  of  the   proclamation  promul- 
gating this  treaty  with  that  used  in  the  cases  of 
the  declaration  of  war  issued  on  the  19ih  of  June, 
1812,  of   the   Treaty  of  Peace  dated  the  ISth  of" 
February,  1815,  and  I  find  a  marked  difference 
between  them.    [Here  Mr.  J.  read  the  proclama- 
tions  alluded    to,  which    after   announcing    the 
facts,  "  enjoins  all  persons  to  be  vigilant  and  zeal- 
ous in  discharging  their  duties  and  faithfully  to 
observe  and  fulfil  the  treaty."'  whilst  the  procla- 
mation touching  the  convention  declares  merely 
that   it    has  been    "accepted,  ratified    and   con- 
firmed."]    Why.  I  ask   you.  this  material  differ- 
ence in  the  proclamations?    The  Treaty  of  Peace 
proclaimsthefactto  whichitrelates  and  -'specially 
enjoins  a  faithl'ul  observance    and  fulfilment  of 
the  treaty."     The  convention  is  simply  accom- 
panied by  a  notice  that  it  has  been  accepted  and 
ratified.     Sir,  the  answer   is  to  be  found  in  the 
Message  of  the  President  dated  the  22d  of  De- 
cember, in  which  he  "recommends  to  Congress 
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^pb  Iegislat|re  provisions  as  the  coDvention  may 

jl  for  OD  th' part  of  the  United  States."    Where- 

je  this  Me-iage,  if  ihe  President  did  not  believe 

It  legislative  aid  was  necessary  ?     The  gentle- 

infrom  Pefinsyivania,  (Mr.  Hopkinson,)  id  dis- 

^*iiog  this ^^point.  advened  to  the  Message  and 
Iticised  its. language.  The  President,  said  he, 
|s  not  used -ihe  term  does  call  for;  but  may  call 
The  wird  may  is  synonymous  with  shail  or 

U,  and  to  D)y  mind  conveys  the  same  idea  with 
r,  the  worjl  selected  by  the  gentlemen.     And 
it  be  supk)osed   that  the  President   intended 
^a  evasion  ^  Why  recommend  to  us  legislative 

)visioos  atkll,  if  none  were  necessary,  and  be 

isidered  thim  unnecessary  ? 

'he  6ih  an^J  last  point  to  be  noticed  is,  that  the 

Purity  we  ttave  against  the  abuse  of  the  vast 
|wer  conteti*led  for  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill, 

in  the  puhJic  opinion.  I  differ  with  my  friend 
'm  Georgia  in  regard  to  public  opinion,  accord- 
J:  to  the  acceptation  of  his  remarks,  thouf 


I      Mr.  HcQER  rose,  he  assared  the  Hoose,  not  to 

take  a  part  in  the  debate,  nor  to  offer  any  ar'»u- 
ments  of  his  own.  It  would  be  unpardonable^in 
him  to  do  so  at  that  late  hour,  when  the  patience 
of  the  House  must  be  so  nearly  exhausted,  and 
the  subject  had  been  discussed  so  ably,  so  fully 
and.  as  it  appeared  to  him.  so  unanswerably  on 
that  side  of  the  question,  which  he  should  sup- 
port by  his  vote.  Yet,  as  it  had  escaped  all 
those  who  had  preceded  him,  he  could  not  refuse 
to  himself  the  gratification,  before  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  of  directing  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  an  authority  which  (if  the  arguments 
already  adduced  had  not  produced  conviction  on 
every  mind)  could  not  fail  to  decide  the  point  at 
issue,  and  under  the  shadow  of  which  he  should 
at  all  events  be  most  happy  to  record  his  name. 
Gentlemen  themselves,  he  was  well  satisfied 
would  feel  indebted  to  him,  late  as  the  hour  was,' 
for  offering  to  their  consideration,  before  the  final 
vote  was  taken,  the  extracts  he  was  about  to  read 


from  the  book  he  had   in   his   hand,  when  he 


in- 


^.-, ..._ _, gh  I 

If lieve  we  d(4  not  essentially  differ.     I  bow  to  the 

K.^lic  opinio^,  revere  it,  and  the  politician  who    formed  them  that  they  were" from7hrp^n  of  the 
•\es  Its  mandates  will  soon-Jr  or  later  be  pros-  ,  immortal  Washi.ngton 

ted  by  theiu  The  vox  popuii  is  emphatically  Without  further  preface,  therefore,  he  beeeed 
voxdei.  ^ot  the  spurious  opinion  of  a  faction  leave  to  refer  gentlemen  to  the  journals  of  the 
t  lives  up(^  the  breath  ol  a  demagogue,  and  4ih  Congress,  page  193,  in  which  they  would  find 
ich  passes^y  me  as  the  idle  wind  which  I  re-  recorded  President  Washington's  Messa<re  ac- 
dnot.  Bu.Mhat  sober  delibf  rate  opinion  which  jcompanying  the  Treaty  with  Great  Br ita^in  or 
low  to  cen|ure  and  reluctant  to  condemn,  until  ....--  -       ' 

son  and  trt^h  come  in  aid  of  rumor,  and  stamp 

'•  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  Home  of  Representatives  .- 
*'  The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation 
between  the   United   Stales  of  America  and  Hu  Bri 


Mr   impres^on   upon   its  award.      Which,  al- 
[ugh  like  t'e  pendulum  of  a  clock  it  may  by 
>'iding  up  ti|e  wheels  oscillate   to  and  fro  until 
xii  impetus  v&hich  propels  it  i»  exhausted,  at  last 


as  it  is   usually  called.  Jay's  Treaty  of '94-'5,  in 
the  following:  words : 


s  slulal|that  central   point  where   its  influ-    tannic    Majesty,  having  been    duly  ratified,  and    the 


je  is  unboiiaded.  and  its  power  is  irresistible. 
Vt  for   that  rery  reason  that  it  is  slow  to  oper- 
is  it  impr  iper  to  rely  on  it  as  the  only  safe- 
ird.     Whyla  ~ 

abolish  tie 


written  Constitution  at  all,  why 

instrument  and  declare  at  once 

the  wh(-^e   reliance   is  on    public   opinion? 

if  our  Htjkiry  had  been  told  of  this  as  the  se- 

^ity,  by  thei  advocates  for  the  Constitution,  in 

Convention  of  which  he  was  a  member;  the 


ratificationa  having  been  exchanged  at  London  the 
28lh  of  October,  1796,  I  have  directed  the  aame  to  be 
promulgated,  and  transmit  a  copy  hereof  for  the  in- 
iormatioa  of  Congress. 

"G.  WASHINGTON. 

"March  6,  1796," 

Such,  then,  was  the  Message  of  President 
Washington,  which  accompanied  the  copy  of  the 
Treaty  of  '94-'95,  transmuted   to   the  House  of 


If.Jitning  of  iiis  eloquence,  vivid,  lasting,  pierc-  ;  Representatives  for  the  information  of  Congress, 

•**  as  It  was  Ivhen  thus  elicited,  would  have  been  j  but  asking  no  legislative  aid.  sanction  or  co-op^ 

ired  out  i^  such  a  resistless  stream,  that  the  '  eralion    whatsoever,    although    the    Treaty    had 

[chment,  lijie  the  oak  of  the  forest  when  riven    (in  that  precisely  as  in  the  present  instance)  been 


hhe  bolts  g5'  Heaven,  would  have  been  torn  to 
^ces  and  scittered  in  countless  fragments  to  the 
|r  winds  of  the  earth.  We  have  a  security 
iinst  the  at4Jse  of  power  which  is  ample,  if  it  be 
|y  vigilantly  guarded  and  faithfully  ob>erved. 
'iies — 

St.  In  the jConstitution  itself; 

d.  In  the  ^aths  of  those  who  have  sworn  to 

port  it ;      ;• 

d.  la  the  moral  sense  of  the  public  agents; 

th.  In  their  responsibility  to  the  people  ;  and 

ih.   In  the  force  of  the  public  opinion. 

y  a  due  exercise  of  all  their  proper  functions 
all.  we  sh4(l  hand  down  this  Constitution  uo- 
ired  to  ofr  posterity,  and  they  to  theirs,  with 
holy  exclamation  of  esto  perpetua  f 

I 

I 

f 


exchanged,   ratified,  and  directed  by  him  to  be 
promulgated. 

But  It  will  be  further  recollected,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  which  afterwards  took 
place  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty,  grounds  were 
taken  similar  to  those  now  contended  for,  and  a 
resolution  was  passed  requiring  the  President  to 
;  lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  copies  of 
I  certain    papers    which  it    was    presumed    might 
'  throw  a  light  upon  the  merits  of  the  treaty.     In 
{  answer  to  this  resolution,  or  request,  the  Presidt^nt 
returned  a   written  Message  on  the  30th  March, 
which  would  be  found  in  the  journal?,  page  292. 
.Mr.  H.  observed  he  would  not   take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  reading  the  whole  Message  at 
length,  but  he  earnestly  requested,  and  felt  him- 
self authorized  to  claim,  the  undivided  attention 
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of  gentlemen  to  sach  extracts  as  had  a  particolar 
bearing  on  the  question  now  about  to  be  decided, 
and  which   he  should  proceed  to  submit  to  them. 

"  The  course  which  the  debate  has  taken  on  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  leads  to  some  observations  on 
the  mode  of  making  treaties  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

"  Having  been  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  knowing  the  principles  on  which  the  Constitution 
was  formed,  I  have  ever  entertained  but  one  opinion 
on  this  Bubject ;  and  from  the  first  eetabli^hment  of  the 
Government  to  this  moment,  my  conduct  has  exem- 
phfied  that  opinion;  that  the  power  of  making  treaties 
is  exclusively  vested  in  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  and  that  every 
treaty  so  made  and  promulgated  thenceforward  be- 
came the  law  of  the  land. 

"It  is  thus  the  treaty-making  power  has  been  un- 
derstood by  foreign  nations  ;  and  in  all  the  treaties 
made  with  them,  we  have  declared,  and  they  have  be- 
lieved, that  when  ratified  by  the  President,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  they  became  obliga- 
tory. In  this  construction  of  the  Constitution,  every 
House  of  Representatives  has  heretofore  acquiesced, 
and  until  the  present  lime  not  a  doubt  or  suspicion  has 
appeared,  to  my  knowledge,  that  this  construction 
was  not  the  true  one ;  nay,  they  have  more  than  ac- 
quiesced, for  till  now,  without  controverting  the  obli- 
gation  of  such  treaties,  they  have  made  ail  the  requi- 
site provisions  for  carrying  them  into  effect. 

"  There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  this  construc- 
tion agrees  with  the  opinions  entertained  by  the  Stat« 
conventions  when  they  were  delil)eraling  on  the  Con- 
stitution, i-spccially  by  those  who  objected  to  it,  t>e- 
cause  there  was  not  required,  in  commercial  treaties, 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  instead  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senators  present,  and  because  in  treaties  respecting 
territorial  and  certain  other  rights  and  claims,  the  con- 
currence of  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number  of  the 
members  of  both  Houses,  respectively,  was  not  made 
necessary. 

"  It  is  a  fact  declared  by  the  General  Convention, 
and  universally  understood,  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity 
and  mutual  concession  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  un- 
der this  inlfuence  the  smaFler  States  were  admitted  into 
an  equal  representation  in  the  Senate  with  the  larger 
States ;  and  that  this  branch  of  the  Government  was 
invested  with  great  powers,  for  on  the  equal  participa- 
tion of  those  powers  the  sovereignty  and  political  sit- 
uation of  the  smaller  States  were  deemed  essentially 
to  depend. 

"  If  other  proofs  than  these,  and  the  plain  letter  of 
the  Constitution  itself  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
point  under  consideration,  they  may  be  found  in  the 
journals  of  the  General  Convention  which  I  have  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State.  In 
those  journals  it  will  appear  that  a  proposition  was 
made  that  no  treaty  should  be  binding  on  the  United 
States,  which  was  not  ratified  by  a  law,  and  that  the 
proposition  was  explicitly  rejected. 

•*  As,  therefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  my  under- 
standing that  the  consent  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives is  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  <Scc., 
a  just  regard  to  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  duty  of 
my  office,  <Stc.,  forbid  a  compliance  with  your  request. 

•'O.  WASHINGTON. 

"  .\fAKCH  30,  1796." 

14th  Con.  1st  Si:ss.— 22 


Mr,  HuoER  said  he  Wotild  not  venture  to  add 
a  single  word  more  on  the  subject,  but  resume 
his  seat,  lest,  perchance,  some  observation  of  his 
might  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  from  the 
extracts  he  had  just  read,  or  weaken  the  effect  of 
the  opinion  in  regard  to  the  point  at  issue  be- 
tween honorable  gentlemen,  so  unequivocally 
given  by  that  immortal  man.  who  was  by  all 
acknowledged  to  hare  been  equally  the  founder 
of  this  great  Republic,  and  the  father  of  that 
Constitution  they  were  about  to  interpret. 

Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Wright  .''ollowed  in 
some  remarks ;  when  the  question  on  the  pasi»age 
of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  86.  nays  71,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Brooks, 
Bryan,  Burnside,  Burwcll,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clarke 
of  North  Carolina,  Clendennin,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dar- 
lington, Desha,  Forsyth,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hungerford,  Ing- 
ham, Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton, 
Murfree,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parris,  Pickens, 
Piper,  PleasanU,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Shef- 
fey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Townsend, 
Tucker,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wil- 
kin, Williams,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  William 
Wilson,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — .Messrs.  .\therton,  Bayliep,  Betts,  Boss,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brig^am,  Brown,  Cady,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clarit  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gas- 
ton, Gold,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hardin, 
Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Jewett,  Kent, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love, 
Lovett,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason,  McKee,  Mills,  Milnor, 
•Moffit,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Reed,  Rice,  Rugglcs,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Stuart,  Slurges,  Tagsjart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  'An  act  to  regnJaie 
the  commerce  between  the  United  Stales  and  the 
ttrritories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  according' 
to  the  convention  concluded  on  the  3d  day  of  July^ 
1815,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  ex- 
changed on  the  22d  day  ol  December,  1815." 


Monday,  January  15. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Willia.m  Hale;  from  .Massachu- 
setts, Asahel  SxEARNsand  Artemas  Ward;  and 
from  New  Jersey,  Benja.mi.n  Be.nnett,  appeared 
produced  their  credential'',  were  qualified,  and 
took  their  seat.'*. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Columbian  Manufacturing  Society,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying  that  addmonai  duties  may 
be  imposed  on  cotton  goods  imported   from  for- 
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In  countritfc Referred  to  ihe  Committee  on 

•mmerce  aAd  Manufactures. 

fAt.   GoLD\  preseoled  a   petition   of  Elizabeth 


I  Jimillon,  wjdow  of  the  late  General  Alexander 
\  .^railion,  d(/:eased,  praying  that  the  commuta- 
t  *ia  of  half  *ay.  due  for  the  services  of  her  said 
r  I'sband,  as  ah  officer  of  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
:j|«y  be  paid 'to  his  representatives. — Referred  to 
»^  Committfe  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Qaims. 
Mr.  TccKfR,   from    the   District   Committee, 
de  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
sonic  Lod^^e  in  Alexandria,  called  Washington 
dge,  No  S2,  who  pray  for  authority  to  raise 
oney  by  way  of  lottery  for  certain    purposes, 
he  report  ii  adverse  to  the  petition,  on  the  gen- 
'»1  ground  if  hostility  to  lotteries.     The  report 
s  ordered  )(o  lie  on  the  table. 
^iOa  motiod  of  Mr.  Easto.n.  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
^p  expedierjcy  of  makin,'  an  appropriation,  by 
«}w,  suffictei^t  to  discharge  and  satisfy  the  claims 
such  mdii'iduals  as  are  entitled  to  compensa- 
n  on  accoi)nt  of  depredations  committed  by  the 
sage  Indians. 

The  bill  f*om  the  Senate  "relative  to  evidence 

cases  of  ijaturalizatiun,"  was  read   twice,  and 

ferred    lo  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  PiT- 

N,  Thom/<9   Wilson,  Wendover.  and    Bay- 

E8.  ) 

The  bill  f|om  the  Senate  "  confirming  to  the 
avigaiion  pompany   of  New  Orleans,   the  use 
id  possessiiin  of  a  lot  in  said  city  ;"  was  read 
^e  first  tim^s 

I      THE  REVENUE. 

The  Houie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  re- 
ived itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  repfirt  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ami 
eans  on  soimuch  of  the  President's  Message,  and 
e  annual  "jfreasury  report,  as  relates  lo  the  rev- 
ue, f 

The  first! resolution  having  been  read,  in  the 
allowing  wprds,  viz: 
Re»olved,   J'hat  it  in  expedient  to  continue  in  force, 
Qtd  the  30t?  day  of  June  next,  and  until  an  act  sball 

pawed  esribhshing  a  new  tariff  of  duties,  the  act, 

titled  "An.  act  for  imposing  additional  duties  upon 

1  goods,  wapa  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any 

reign  port  ^x  place,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  passed 

the  lstof*«uly,  1812. 

Mr.  LowfcDEs  gave  a  general  explanation  of 

e  views  o|  the  committee  in  regard  to  this  reso- 

tion ;  refefring,  for  the  grounds  of  it.  to  the  in- 

ruction  gijen  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

report  a  hiriflfof  duties,  and  the  implied  inien- 

on  of  the  itoogress  to  act  on  that  subject  at  the 

resent  ses-^on. 

Mr.  SeRi'-eant  explained  the  grounds  of  his 
ostility  toithe  present  form  of  this  resolution, 
'he  period  jto  which  it  was  proposed  to  extend 
le  double  ^uties,  and  the  terms  in  which  it  was 
onveyed.  Ije  considered  very  objectionable,  as 
ell  on  account  of  the  mercantile  as  of  the  man 
facturmg  Interest.  As  to  the  one,  it  would  in- 
roduce  an  uncertainty  prejudicial  to  their  busi- 
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oes.<( ;  and,  as  lo  the  manufacturers,  he  appre* 
hended  the  efifecl  of  the  resolution  would  be  to 
alarm  the  whole  manufacturing  interest,  which 
was  now  looking  up  to  the  Government  for  addi- 
tional support,  instead  of  expecting  an  early  re- 
duction of  the  existing  duties.  Mr.  S,,  under 
these  impressions,  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  res- 
olution the  words,  '-the  30th  day  of  June  next, 
and  until  an  act  shall  be  passed,  establishing  a 
new  lariflf  of  duties^"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  lo  insert 
"  the  first  day  of  January  next." 

Mr.  HuGEH  opposed  this  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  it  proposed  to  collect  heavy  taxes  from  the 
agricultural  part  of  the  community,  the  consum- 
ers, in  order  to  accommodate  the  merchant,  who 
hajipened  to  have  unexecuted  orders  abroad.  Mr. 
H.  though  friendly,  as  he  remarked  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  to  commerce  and  manufactures, 
could  not  consent  to  tax  his  constituents,  during 
peace,  for  the  benefit  of  the  merchants,  to  the 
same  extent  as  was  thought  necessary  under  all 
the  pressure  and  exigencies  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Wright  went  still  farther  than  Mr.  Huger 
in  his  opposition  to  the  continuation  of  the  double 
duties.  He  was  opposed  to  continuing  them  a 
single  day  beyond  the  time  already  fixed  for  the 
expiration  of  the  law.  He  was  opposed  to  taxing 
the  great  body  of  the  agricultural  community  in 
any  way  that  could  possibly  be  avoided,  merely 
for  the  benefit  of  merchants  or  manufacturers. 
He  was  opposed  to  heavy  taxes,  proposed  to  be 
continued,  in  any  shape,  because  he  did  not 
consider  it  necessary  for  any  valuable  purpose; 
and  he  appeared  to  be  very  positive  in  his 
opinion,  that  the  interest  of  the  merchant  and 
manufacturer  were  not  a  sufficient  motive  for  per- 
petuating oppressive  taxes  on  the  landed  inter- 
est, Ac. 

The  question,  on  Mr.  Sergeant's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

The  first  re.soluiion,  in  the  words  above,  was 
then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  second  resolution,  in  the  following  words, 
being  under  consideration,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported 
salt;  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and 
allowances  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries ;" 
passed  the  29th  of  July,  1813. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of 
more  than  three  to  one. 

The  third  resolution,  io  the  following  words, 
was  then  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties  on  sugar,  re- 
fined, within  the  United  States ;"  passed  on  the  24th 
of  July,   1813. 

Mr.  HoGER  moved  to  reject  this  resolution. 
Sugar,  in  some  countries  a  luxury,  had  become  in 
the  United  Stales,  he  said,  a  necessary  of  life  j 
besides  which,  it  had  become  one  of  the  principal 
manufactures  of  the  nation.  But  this  was  not 
all;  by  the  effects  of  emb.irgoes  and  war  for  some 
years,  and  now,  by  our  exclusion  of  our  ships 
from  the  West  India  islands,  sugar  had  become 
I  so  dear  as  to  be  obtained  with  difficulty  ;  and  re- 
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fined  sugar  io  particular,  so  scarce,  that  it  could 
not  be  had  sometimes  for  money.  At  Charles- 
ton, he  had  sought  at  one  time  for  some  refined 
sugar,  and  found  that  there  i^ps  not  a  loaf  to  be 
had  in  that  city,  while  in  Philadelphia  the  sugar 
refiners,  he  understood,  had  given  up  their  work. 
Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
Union  on  refined  sugar  did  not  exceed  $150,000 
a  year.  Such  a  sum,  paid  too  generally  by  the 
opulent,  could  not,  he  said,  be  oppressive. 

The  resolution  was  agieed  to  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

The  fourth  resolution,  for  continuing  the  pres- 
ent stamp  duties  on  bank  notes,  dec,  came  next 
under  consideration. 

This  resolve  xvas  opposed  by  Messrs.  Strong, 
Wright,  and  Milnor,  on  account  of  the  insig- 
nificance of  the  proceeds  thereof,  when  contrasted 
wall  the  inconvenience  to  which  it  puts  the  com- 
munity, and  the  partiality  of  lis  operations.  To 
which  arguments,  Mr.  Southaro.  as  well  as  Mr. 
Lowndes,  replied,  denying  the  justice  of  the  char- 
acter given  to  the  tax^  and  asserting  its  facility  of 
collection,  and  operation  on  wealthy  or  moneyed 
men,  as  giving  it  a  jireference  to  almost  any  other 
tax  embraced  in  ihe  system. 

Mr.  Burnside  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
80  as  to  confine  the  continue:. lon  of  duties  to  those 
on  the  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  com- 
panies, (excluding  notes  discounted,  and  on  bills 
.  of  exchange.)  This  motion  was  supported  by 
himself  and  Mr.  Milnor  ;  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Lowndes.  It  was  negatived  by  a  decided  ma- 
jority. 

The  resolution  itself  was  then  agreed  to  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  filth  resolve,  which  proposes  to  abolish  the 
additional  duty  on  postage,  was  then  taken  up 
and  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  that  the  Committee 
should  rise  and  report  these  resolutions  to  the 
House,  before  acting  on  the  remainder  of  the  re- 
port. The  resolutions  already  agreed  to,  applied 
to  laws  which  will  expire  on  the  18th  of  Febru- 
ary, and  he  wished  them  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  order  to  report 
bills  conformably  thereto. 

Mr.  Sergeant  endeavored  to  prevent  the  Com- 
mittee's rising,  in  order  to  brin:^  before  the  House 
the  resolution  for  repealing  the  duties  on  manu- 
factures, dec;  a  speedy  decision  of  which  he  con- 
sidered of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Lowndes  opposed  this  course,  because  of 
certain  information  on  the  subject  thereof,  required 
by  the  Committee,  which  was  not  yet  ready. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was 
agreed  to;  and  the  question  was  about  to  be  put 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
io  their  agreement  to  ihe  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  commenced  a  speech 
in  a  rather  desultory  but  pointed  manner,  on  the 
general  character  of  the  report  of  the  Committ  e 
of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  condemned.  H^e 
had  not  spoken  long,  when  the  Speaker  ini*- 
mated  that  he  bad  digressed  too  far  from  the  sub- 
ject of  debate. 


An  appeal  was  taken  by  Mr.  Han«on  from  the 
Speaker's  decision  on  this  point;  which,  after 
much  acrimonious  and  sotne  argumentative  de- 
bate, was  affirmed  by  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  79 
to  59. 

Mr.  Randolph  resumed  his  discourse,  which 
he  concluded  just  before  sun-set. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUOH  then  moved  to  amend  the 
!-aid  first  resolution,  by  striking  out  all  that  part 
of  it  which  refers  to  a  "  new  tariff."  Whereupon, 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tcesday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jane  A.  Blakely.  of  Boston,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  stating  her  fears  for  the  loss  of 
her  husband.  Captain  Johnston  Biakeley,  of  the 
United  States  ship-of-war ''  Wasp,"  and  praying 
that  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  support  of 
herself  and  thedaughter  of  the  said  Captain  Blake- 
ley. —  Referred  to  Messrs.  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Conner.  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parris, 
and  BiRDSEYE. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  sim- 
ilar peiiiion  from  the  wives  and  mothers  of  sun- 
dry petty  officers  and  seamen  on  board  the  said 
ship;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  last 
appointed. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods, 
in  ihe  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  such 
measures  may  be  adopted  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment as  will  afford  security  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  manufacturing  establishments  withia 
the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Ward  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  inas- 
ter  hatters  in  Boston,  praying  that  the  tax  im- 
posed on  hats  manufactured  within  the  United 
Slates  may  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Ward  aUo  presented  a  petition  of  the  Ver- 
mont Mineral  Factory  Company,  praying  that  a 
duty  may  be  imposed  on  copperas  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Stearns  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Kidder,  junior,  and  others,  engaged  in  a  chemical 
establishment,  praying  that  duties  may  be  im- 
posed on  oil  of  vitriol,  aqua  fortis,  spirits  of  nitre 
lortis,  muriatic  acid,  alum,  ink  powder,  sugar  of 
lead,  Vermillion,  flour  of  sulphur,  red  precipitate, 
corrosive  sublimate,  calomel,  sal  soda,  and  lunar 
caustic,  imported  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Stearns  also  presented  a  petition  of  Hyde 
Winship  &.  Company,  manufacturers  of  candles, 
praying  that  ihe  duty  imposed  on  mould  tallow 
candles  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  distillers  in  Boston,  praying  that 
the  tax  on  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  materials 
may  be  repealed.  , 

Mr.  Ward  also  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
auctioneers  in  Boston,  praying  that  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  sales  at  auction  may  be  reduced. 
Mr   Ward  also  presented  a  petilion  of  sundry 
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m||chanis  in  ^Joston.  praying  that  a  new  tariff  o/l      Mr.  Johnso.n,  of  Kentucky,  from  »he  Commit- 

dAes  may  lal^e  effect  on  the  17th  of  February    tee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a   bill   making 

nJfc,  or  that  i$e  double  duties  may  continue  until    further  provision  for  military  services  during  the 

itL.»lst  day  of  ^January,  1817.  late  war,  and  for  otl^r  purposes;  which  was  read 

Mr.  StearAs  presented  a   petition  of  sundry  '  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 

ufacturer;|of  tallow  candles,  in  the  county  of  j  Whole  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  in  addi- 

dlesex  anil  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  praying    tional  military  academy. 

the  duty  imposed  upon  mould  tallow  candles  |      Mr.  Johnson  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  liqui- 
be  repealed.  !  dation  of  certain  claims,  and  for  other  purposes; 

r.  Pitkin  5;)resented  a  petition  of  the  master    which   was    read    twice,  and  committed   to  the 
ers  in  Hargford  county,  and  Slate  of  Connec-  |  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned, 
t,  prayinglthat    ihe   tax   imposed    upon   hats         The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "confirming  to  the 
m^iufaciured  jwithin   the  United  States  may  be    Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleans  the  use  and 
aled.  <  possession  of  a   lot  in   said  city,"  was  read   the 

dered,  Tjjat  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to    second   time,  and   referred   to  the  Committee  on 
tl^Comraittet>  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the    the  Public  Lands. 

mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  9tb  instant,  I      On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin, 
the  subject  of  revenue.  j      Resolved,    That    the   correspondence    between 

r.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pen-  |  ihe  American  and  British  Commissioners,  on  the 
of  Jonathan   Merry,  praying  compensation  ;  subject  of  the  Commercial  Treaty,  lately  negoii- 
undry  vessels,  captured  by  French  cruisers  in  I  ated  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
years  179(^  1797.  and  1799,  out  of  the  moneys  !  which  have  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate, 
r^'^i^rved  by  tlje  Government  of  the  United  Slates  I  and  now  made  public,  together  with  a   tariff  of 
ii^lhe  purcbaj»e  of  Louisiana. —  Referred  to  the    duties  on   lumber   imported   into  Great  Britain, 
O  tamittee  ot^Claims.  which  was  printed  with  said  correspondence,  be 

Ir.  Ward  ^Iso  presented  a  pt'tition  of  the  Con-  i  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 
viition  of  Cojigregational  Ministers,  in  the  State  j      On  motion  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  Committee  on 
o^Massachubitts.  praying  that  the  mails  may  not     the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
bfc.opened  or  jransported  on  Sundays. — Referred  !  expediency  of  so  altering  the  law  of  the  United 
t^he  Post  0|fice  Committee.  Stales,  in  relation  to  costs  in  the  courts   thereof, 

jrLlr.  Lyle  [|-esented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab-  as  to  allow  full  costs  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
ijflits  ot  Waiiuogion  and  Alleghany  counties,  in  !  said  courts  have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  notwith- 
I^nsylvania|  praying  ibat  the  mails  may  not  be  standing  the  plaintiff  siiall  not  recover,  in  dam- 
(^#ned  or  iraMsported  on  Sundays.  ages,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

I^r.  LowNij'ES  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  ihe  House 
fti|m  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  and  a  letter  [  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "authorizing 
f^;-m  the  Conjraissioner  of  the  Revenue,  addressed  I  the  appointment  of  admirals  ;"  in  which  they  ask 
'  ihira  as  Chf  irraan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  '  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Means,  cf>utainiog  estimates  of  the  probable 
|ounl   of  tje   iniernal   duties  which    have  ac- 

icd.  and  will  accrue  for  the  year  1815;  which 
|re  read,  auJ  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
[hole  on  th^  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 

'  Means,  of  the  9ih  instant,  upon  the  subject 
./evenue.    » 

l^r.  NEWTftN,  from   the  Committee  of  Com- 
iBrce  and  Minufactures,  made  a   report  on  tne 

ition  of  Ir'^iUiam  Hamon,  which  was  read; 
ten  Mr.  N.*reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil 


THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  pari 
of  the  propositions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  respecting  the  revenue. 

The  question  before  the  House  was  (as  on  the 
adjournment  yesterday)  on  an  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  GoLDSBOHouoa  to  the  resolution  proposing 
the  coniinuanc?  of  the  double  duties  until  June 


next.     This  amendment  of  Mr.  Goldsborough 
Hamon     which  was  read  twice,  and   com-    proposed  to  strike  out  so  much   as  proposes   to 
tied  to  a  Clommittee  of  ihe  Whole.  i  continue  the  double  duties  until  a  new  tariff  shall 

.Mr.  Nelsc  n,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee    be  established  by  law. 

the  Judicit^ry,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Gaston  and  Mr. 
act,  entit£?d  "  An  act  regulating  and  defining  i  Gold8borough,  respecting  this  amendment — 
duties  of  {the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  llli- 1  Mr.  Randolph,  alter  stating  that  he  had  a  mo- 
il^is,"  and  for  vesting  in  the  courts  of  the  Terri-  lion  to  offer,  said  that  he  was  induced  to  believe 
K^y  of  India^ia  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases  |  that  it  was  through  inattention  the  very  extraor- 
i2ksing   in    ti«e  said  Territory  ;  which  was  read    dinary   proceeding  of  yesterday  was  suffered    to 


[ice,  and   (^mmitted    to  a  Committee  of  the 
[hole.  I 

Ir.  NcLacM  also  reported  a  bill  providing  an 
litional  culnpensation  to  the  district  judge  of 
southern  |listrict  of  New  York,  for  performing 
'duties  of  jijdgeof  the  northern  district  thereof; 
•yich  wus  rrtad  twice,  atsd  committed  to  a  Com- 
trtttee  of  the  Whole. 


pass«i6  ailentio — he  meant  that  of  the  Committee 
of  the  House  going  through  a  part  only  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — 
sending  it  back  to  be  reported  in  the  shape  of  bills, 
and  leaving  the  rest  of  it  behind  to  be  separately 
acted  upon  ;  for  he  would  venture  to  affirm,  ttiat 
it  Was  the  first  lime  a  committee  of  that  or  of 
any  other  legislative  assembly  had  ever  made  a 
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report  in  part.  There  were  twelve  resolutions- 
five  of  those  had  been  detached,  to  be  served  upon 
again,  when  done,  in  the  shape  of  bills,  while  the 
remaining  seven  were  left  behind  to  employ  the 
House.  It  was  not.  however,  on  the  point  of 
Parliamentary  incorrectness  that  he  founded  his 
motion,  but  on  still  more  important  grounds. 

It  was  proposed   to  levy  what  he  called  gre- 
Tiously  heavy  burdens,  though  perhaps  what  oiher 
gentlemen  would  denominate  only  necessary  sup- 
plies.   By  the  good  old  rules  of  the  House — which 
seemed  to  him  to   have  shared   the  fate  of   the 
poet's  old  silk  stockings  in  the  anecdote,  and  to 
nave  been  so  often  darned,  and  altered,  and  cob- 
bled, that  it  was  doubtful  whether  any  part  of  the 
original  texture  remained  behind — every  bill  for 
laying  taxes  was  required  to  be  discussed  in  a 
Committee   of  the  Whole.     But   in   the   present 
case,  he  said,  that  would  not  have  been  done.     It 
might  have  been  recommitted,  but  gentlemen  did 
not  choose  to  discuss  it  in   a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  may  say  that  when  the  bills  upon  the 
resolutions  are   reported,  they  may  then   be  dis- 
cussed.    But  what  security  was  there,  that  when 
they  were  reported   they  would  not  be  grasped 
with  the  same  strong  hand  as  before,  and  as  they 
had  been  refused  discussion  in  the  Committee,  be 
again    proceeded    upon   without    discussion ;    for 
gentlemen  might  as  well  order  them   to  be  en- 
grossed, as  do  what  they  had  already  done  with 
them.    The  rules  of  the  House,  he  repeated,  were 
that  every  measure  of  the  kind  should  be  fully 
discussed   in   a  Committee  of  the   House.      On 
these  grounds  he  intended   to  move  (and   he  de- 
sired the  House  to  observe  that  he  asked  no  favor, 
nothing  but  the  established  law,  sheer  law,)  that 
these  resolutions  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  in  order  that  the  measure  might 
proceed,  and  the  taxes  be  laid  in  the  true  spirit  of 
the  Government;  or,  is  it  come  to  that  with  us, 
exclaimed  Mr.  R.,  that  we  dare  take  upon  us  to 
double  all  the  taxes  upon  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, with  as  little  concern  or  ceremony  as  we  or- 
der a  petition  to  go  to  this  or  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Randolph  added,  that  he  moved  the  re- 


commitment on  two  grounds. 

The  first  of  those  grounds,  he  said,  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  House  in  reporting  a  part  of  the  reso- 
lutions, and  not  discharging  the  committee  from 
the  rest. 

The  second,  because  there  had  been  no  discus- 
sion of  the  report  in  the  Committee  ;  and  that,  on 
the  contrary,  all  discussion  had,  by  a  solemn  de- 
cision, been  stifled. 

Mr.  Ingham  endeavored  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  the  Committee,  by  a  precedent  f^rom  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  last  Congress,  in  laying  these  very 
taxes. 

Mr.  Stanford  replied  to  Mr.  Ingham;  after 
which,  the  question  was  put  and  negatived — yeas 
69,  nays  91,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baer,  Bayhes,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breck- 
enriJge,  Brigham,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper, 
Cuipepcr,  Davenport,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Hjtros- 
▼enor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Hertert,  Hopkinson, 
Huger,  Hulbert,  Kent,  King  of  Massachusetts.  King 


of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Marrii, 
Mason,  McKee,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mills,  MUnor,  Moore 
of  South  Carolina,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachoietts, 
Noyes,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Rice,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Sheffcy,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Stanford,  Strong,  Stuart,  Storges,  Tall- 
madge,  Vose,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdseye, 
Blount,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Cannon,  Chappell,  Clarke  of  North   Carolina, 
Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creigbton,  Cuthbert,  Dar- 
lington, Desha,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hahn, 
Hawes,    Heister,    Henderson,    Hungerford,   Ingham, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylyania,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Love,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Middleton,  Moffit,  Murfree,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Newton,  Ormsby,  Farris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleas- 
ants, Powell,  Root,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor 
of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Townsend, 
Tucker,    Wallace,    Ward    of   New  York,  Wendover, 
Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, WilUam  Wilson,  Woodward,  Yancey  and  Yates. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Golds- 
borough's  amendment. 
Mr,  Wright,  of  Maryland,  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  remind  the  House,  that 
we  are  legislating  for  the  nation,  and  not  for  the 
merchants  and   manufacturers   exclusively,  and 
that  the  good  of  the  whole  ought  to  be  the  pole 
star  to  guide  us.   I  hope  the  time  proposed  for  the 
extension  of  the  double  duties  will  not  obtain ; 
but  the  17th  of  February  next,  the  time  fixed  by 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  which  does  not  only  fir 
the  time  to  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the 
year,  but  expressly  declares  it  shall  continue  "no 
longer,"  whereby  the  faith  of  the  nation  has  been 
pledged  to  the  American  people  that  the  double 
duties  shall  then  cease.     There  is  no  doubt  a  por- 
tion of  the  people  near  the  Canada  line,  who  hare 
been  engaged  in  smuggling,  who  would  make  it 
perpetual,  and  thereby  pocKet  the  double  duties; 
as  the  great  inundation  of  tin-carts  daring  the 
war.  filled  with  goods  from  Canada,  will  attest. 
But  I  should  hope  that  honorable  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  would  not  countenance  the  continoance 
of  so  impious  a  practice.   The  merchants  of  Bos- 
ton, with  the  highly   respectable  Mr.  William 
Gray  at  their  head,  petition  for  the  discontinuance 
of  the  double  duties  on  the  17th  of  February, 
agreeably  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  as 
they  haa  directed  their  importations,  so  that  tney 
might  arrive  after  the  expiration  of  the  law  im- 
posing them.    Sir,  I  am  prepared  to  adopt  a  sound 
corrected  tariff  of  duties,  but  not  prepared  to  con- 
tinue, one  hour,  the  double  duties,  in  violation  of 
the  nation's  faith.     Sir,  permit  me  here  to  pre- 
sent briefly  ray  objection  to  the  system  of  taxes 
now  proposed ;  I  wish,  therefore,  to  be  permitted 
to  call  gentlemen  back  to  the  year  1795,  when  the 
public  debt  amounted   to  seventy  millions,  and 
when,  under  General  Washington's  Administra- 
tion,  It   was  provided,  by  the  Sinking  Fund,  to 
sink  the  debt  in  twenty-eight  years;  then,  sir, 
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ti^nty-eight  Irears  was  thought  a  sufficient  time 

inksevenl/  millions,  but  now,  sir,  alter  a  glo- 
i'*Iu3  war.  witch  has  greatly  distressed  the  Amer- 
itfo   people,    specially  when  the  eneray  pressed 
tlJm—aQd  I  can  speak  from  experience,  for  Kent 
h-nnd,  twent?,'-one  miles  by  seven,  a  part  cf  the 
(VjiDly  whertJ  I  reside,  was  a  long  time  in   their 
session,  ar>J  our  militia  were  constantly  out ; 
was  the  Wf^tern  Shore  less  oppressed,  as  my 
league,   Gfneral   Stuart,   can   attest — we    are 
led  on'  loy^ay,  on  the  heels  of  the  war,  one 
Indred   and/ twenty   millions  in   twelve   years, 
have  weyi'orgot  the  quasi  war,  and  the  taxes 
j    iHposed    for  ^  its    prosecution,    and    the    conse- 
Dces?   I  hibpe  not;  and  I  hope  neither  we  nor 
nation  witl  ever  forget,  that,  at  the  comraence- 
Dt  of  Jefferson's  republican  Administration,  we 
ealed  all  t'^e  internal  taxes  as  unnecessary,  un- 
ICj  some  unuward  circumstances  should  occur 
uch  as  waf.     We  then  dismissed  the  sixteen 
il'ldnight  iud|es,  as  ibey  were  called.   Gentlemen 
1?  ^11  recolleci  my  devotion  to  the  prosecution  of 
f  war,  and^my  readiness  to  impose  the  neces- 
y  taxes   foi  thai  purpose;  but,  above  all,  the 
diness  of  the  people  to  pay  those  taxes;  and 
t  they  hai^  covered  the  nation  with  glory,  and 
mselvcs  w^ih  imperishable  laurels,  so  as  justly 
claim  at  ojr  hands  as  much  indulgence  as  had 
n  granted  "he  people  under  Washington's  Ad- 
ir'^oistration.]    If,  then,  twenty-eight  years  was 
wed  for  lie  payment  of . "seventy  millions,  can 
now  be  ju't  to  compel  our  people  to  pay  one 
iJbdred  and  iwenty  millions  in  twelve  years,  the 
e  propose^  by  the   plan   before  us?     Sir,  we 
,  after  the  ■establishment  of  a  correct  tariff  of 
ies,  dismisi  the  internal  taxes  as  well  now  as 
1812,  and  «i  my  judgment  with  the  same  pro- 
'ety  ;  and  it  is  now  necessary  for  the  ease  of  the 
pie.      Sir;    the    public    debt    in    1802,    when 
opared  wT'b  the  revenue  of  that  day,  and  the 
Hands  of  '.he  Treasury,  was  as  great  as  it  is 
w,  when  compared  with  the  increased  popula- 
n;  and  the  consequent  increase  of  the  revenue 
im    imposts  and   tonnage,  and   the  sale  of  the 
blic  lands,hnd  thesurplus  revenue  arising  from 
se  sources  will  effect  a  sinking  fund  sufficient 
sink  the  present  debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
^llions  as  rypidly  as  the  debt  of  seventy  millions 
s  providec;  to  be  sunk  in  1795.     I  therefore  in- 
ke  genlleiiien    to  consider   well  the  measures 
w  under  consideration,  and  not  act  a  liasiy  or 
prudent  p;irt;  althougli  I  never  considered  a 
tiooal  deb   a  national  blessing,  I  cannot  con- 
ioguishment  by  oppression. 
ENOR  and  Mr.  Huqer  spoke  in  favor 
the  amer.  Imeni,  and  Mr.   Taylor  and   Mr. 
WNDES  ag^iinst  it. 

It   was  coiiiended,   by   the   advocates   of   this 

lendmeot,  that  to  retain  the  clause  referring  to 

ew  tariffi  would  introduce  a  looseness   and 

ueness  i^  our  laws,  and   produce  an   uncer- 

aiy   as   tojthe  intentions  of  Congress,  which 

uld  be  pre  udicial  as  well  to  individual  as  to 

^^lic  interest.     By  the  opponents  of  the  araend- 

nl  it  was  icontended  that  the  present  phrase- 

znisleaJ  the  public  mind,  and  deceive 


t 
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interested   individuals  as  to  the  views  of  Con- 

f;ress,  which,  unquestionably,  favored  the  estab- 
ishment  of  a  new  tariff;  and  would  besides  pre- 
judice the  public  interest,  inasmuch  as  a  concur- 
rence of  circumstances,  such  as  long  discussion, 
clashing  opinions  on  the  details,  &c.,  might  pro- 
tract tbe  adoption  of  a  new  tariff  of  duties  beyond 
the  30ih  of  June,  the  time  prescribed  in  this  re- 
solve for  the  expiration  of  the  double  duties. 

Mr.  Sergeant  spoke  at  considerable  length, 
and  with  much  zeal,  in  behalf  of  tbe  manufac- 
turers, whose  interests  he  evinced  much  anxiety 
to  guard;  but  he  said  he  would  vote  against  the 
proposed  amendment,  because  he  was  disposed  to 
extend  the  limitation  of  time  to  January  next. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  the  Speaker,  if  the  ques- 
tion were  not  on  striking  out  of  the  resolution  the 
words  "and  until  an  act  shall  be  passed  esiab- 
lishing  a  new  tariff?" — and  on  the  Speaker  an- 
swering in  the  affirmative — so  I  thought,  said  Mr. 
R.,  and  yet  I  could  not  help  doubling  my  under- 
standing on  the  case.  This  isa  limitation  I  have 
never  before  known  or  beard  of.  A  law  to  re- 
main in  force,  not  to  a  particular  time,  but  until  a 
particular  contingency  shall  have  happened;  un- 
til another  law  now  in  contemplation  shall  have 
pas.sed  !  This,  sir,  is  such  a  curiosity  in  legisla- 
tion as  I  have  not  only  never  witnessed  or  heard 
of  but,  never  so  much  as  imagined  ;  and  as  not 
only  myself,  but.  I  do  most  potently  believe, 
no  man  living,  or  that  ever  lived,  did  hear  of.  This 
question,  sir,  has  been  an  old  bone  of  contention 
between  the  two  parties  which  divide  this  coun- 
try, almost  from  the  establishing  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  was  always  a  principle  obstinately  main- 
tained by  the  Federalists,  that  the  power  of  taxing 
extended  beyond  this  House,  and  that  taxes  might 
be  imposed  permanently  ;  while  the  opposite  party 
as  obstinately  contended  that  the  power  over  tax- 
ation, could  not,  cunstitutionally,  be  let  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Representatives;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  makers  of  the  Constitution  never 
intended  to  impart  to  lUe  Senate  or  the  President 
any  right  to  impose  taxes  on  the  people.  To  every 
gentleman  who  knows  the  history  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  to  every  member  who  has  been  familiar 
with  ibis  House  and  its  proceedings,  fur  any  con- 
siderable lengih  of  time,  it  is  well  known  to  have 
been  the  constant  subject  of  controversy,  or,  as  I 
said  before,  a  never  failing  bone  of  contention,  as 
much  so  at  least  as  any  other  subject ;  and  the 
point  being  now  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the 
very  men  who  had  ranged  themselves  on  the  side 
of  those  who  maintained  the  exclusive  right  of 
this  House  to  taxation,  is  to  me  a  proof,  additional 
to  the  many  I  have  long  had,  that  tbe  time  is 
come  when  the  system  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  though 
it  was  the  ladder  by  which  the  present  Admin- 
istration mounted  into  power,  is  to  be  departed 
from,  both  in  practice  and  theory,  in  the  conduct 
of  public  affairs,  and  that  the  great  principles 
which  governed  the  policy  of  Mr.  Jefferson  are  to 
be  entirely  renounced.  It  is  true  of  all  free 
Governments — and  it  is  still  more  true  of  that  of 
the  United  Stales  than  any  other  in  the  world — 
thai  the  House  in  which  the  people  are  represent- 
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ed  should  never  yield  to  any  other,  in  the  slightest 
eileni,  the  power  over  the  purse.     This,  sir,  is  a 
Government  of  compromise,   in    the  settling  of 
which,  we,  the   great   States,  stipulated,  as  the 
terms  of  the  compromise,  that  the  smallest  of 
those  Slates  should  be  of  equal  weight  with  our- 
selves in  the  Senate,  and  in  theelection  of  a  Pres- 
ident greater  than  in  proportion  to  their  strength— 
a  fact  the  House  should  never  lose  sight  of.     Let 
the   Senate  then  do  their  duly,  let  them  make 
those  acts  which  by  the  Constitution  they  are  au- 
thorized  to  do — but  let   them  not  originate  any 
money  bills— never  give  that  staff  out  ot  your  own 
hands  to  be  voted  away  by  thai  body.     1  have  in- 
finitely less  jealousy  of  the  President,  (1  do  noi 
speak  personally  of  him  who  now  fills  ihat  office, 
1  speak  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States,  whoever  and  whenever  he  may  be.)  than  I 
have  of  the  Senate.     It  is  in  human  nature,  sir; 
noi  having  lawfully  the  power  to  originate  money 
bills,  on  money  bills  they  will  be  most  likely  to 
make  attempts  to  evince  their    power;  like  all 
other  bodies  they  will  be  animated  by  the  impulse 
of  the  etprit  de  corps,  and  will  exercise  it  it  you 
give  them  an  opportunity.    The  question  is,  then, 
shall  we  give  ihem  ihalopportuuiiy  ?     We  hear 
much  said  about    taxes,  about   our  funds  being 
pledged  to  the  public  creditors;   and  about  the 
national  faith  being  violated  with  respect  to  those 
creditors  if  we  should  repeal  the  double  taxes,  op- 
pressive as    they   are  to  the  people.     To  this  I 
answer  that  the  public  faith  never  was  broken 
when  1  had  a  share  in  the  councils  of  the  coun- 
try—and yet  we  did  repeal  an  entire  system  ol 
taxation,  though  ine  whole  of  it  was  pledged  for 
the  public  debt  ;  and  here,  sir,  we  have  another 
proof  that  thepresenl  Governmenthaverenouoced 
the  true  Republican  principles  of  Jefferson's  Ad- 
ministration on  which  they  raised  themselves  to 
power,  and  that  they  have  taken  up,  in  their  stead, 
those    of  John   Adams.     At  that    time— I  mean 
when  we  repealed  that  system  of  taxation — the 
Federalists  were  against  the  repeal,  as  these  men 
are  now,  and,  like  these,  insisted  that  the  taxes 
were  pledged  to  the  public  creditors.     This,  sir,  is 
another  plain  indication  that  they  have  changed 
the  principle  by  their  pretences  to  v/hich  they 
have  gulled  the  people,  and  obtained  their  ascend- 
ency, and  thai,  as  1  have  somewhere  else  remark- 
ed, their  principle  now  is  old  Federalism,  vamped 
up  into  a  something  bearing  tiie  superficial  ap- 
pearance of  Republicanism.     Yes,  we  repealed 
those  taxes  upon  the  ground  that  so  long  as  the 
nation  should  punctually  pay  the  public  creditor 
his  due,  the  latter  had  no  right  to  inquire  out  of 
what  fund  it  came.     Suppose,  sir,  I  borrow  a  sum 
of  money  and  promise  to  pay  ray  creditor  out  of 
the  sales  of  my  next  crop  of  cotton,  and  that  I 
should  think  fit  to  raise  corn  enough  to  pay  him, 
and   choose  to  reserve  my  cotton  in  store  ior  a 
more  advantageous  market — will  any  man  be  ab- 
surd enough  to  say  that  I  violate  the  faith  I  had 
pledged  to  that  creditor,  if  1  do  not  sell   my  col- 
ton  ?     The  Federalists  at  that  lime  said,  that  we 
had  violated  ihe  public  faith— while  we,  on  the 
other  hand,  contended  that  so  I  jng  as  the  creditor 
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was  paid  his  just  demand,  he  had  no  right  to  ask 
where  we  got  the  means  ;  whether  we  drew  them, 
like  the  Federalists,  from  internal  taxes,  or,  like 
the  Republicans  of  that  day,  from  our  import  du- 
ties, and  the  funds  of  the  custom-house.     But,  sir, 
Jefferson    had   other  funds — funds  of  his  own — 
funds  out  of  the  reach,  as  it  should  seem,  of  our 
present  financiers  ;  his  ways  and  means  were  the 
very  reverse  of  theirs;  his  was  economy,  retrench- 
ment ;  he  put  the  country  out  of  the  reach  of  its 
creditors  by  retrenching  the  public  expenditure  to 
the  amount  of  the  debts  to  be  paid.     By  these 
ways  and  means,  the  Treasury  overflowed  with 
wealth,  and  a  committee  was  appointed,  not  to 
raise  double  taxes,  or,  by  wholesale  vote,  to  con- 
tinue in  force  those  already  raised,  but  to  dispose 
of  the  surplus  revenue  that  flowed  into  the  Trea- 
sury.    Tlius.  he  was  accustomed  to  have  lying 
by,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  from  five  to 
seven  millions  of  dollars  more  than  the  expenses 
of  the  Government  and  the  disbursements  of  the 
sinking  fund,  though  he  was  all  the  lime  redeena- 
ing  liie  public  debt.     That,  sir,  was  the  result  of 
practising  as  well  as  preaching.     That  was  the 
result  of  really  acting  upon  the  Republican  prin- 
ciples   he    professed,    instead    of  professing    one 
principle  and  practising  another — professing  Re- 
publicanism and  practising  old  Federalism.    Can 
the  House  pass  a  more  severe  sentence  on  Mr. 
Jefferson,  than  in  saying  that  the  repeal  of  tbe 
internal    taxes  was  a  violation   of  the  natioaal 
faith  ?     But,  let  us  go  to  the  proof— At  the  time 
I  allude  to,  the  six   per  cent,  slocks  were  above 
par,  payments  being  made,  too,  in  good  hard  dol- 
lars; not  rags,  but  silver,  or,  if  you  chose  it,  gold. 
What  is  the  price   now  ?  you  are  at  peace,  and 
yet  your  stocks  are  at  ninety-eight ;  and  what  is 
the  value  of  the  stuff  you  get  for  it.  the  rags? — 
why,  thirteen  per  cent,  under  par,  so  that  you  get 
just  eighty-five  out  of  each  hundred  of  your  slock. 
But  then  there  was  a  pledge  to  the  people,  who 
It  seems  arc  in  a  state  oi  pupiUacy  and    want 
guardians — (poor  little  things  !  I  apprehend  that 
in  the  administration  of  their  affairs,  the  execu- 
torship is  much  better  than  the  heirship.)  a  pledge 
to  establish  a  sinking  fund  to  redeem  the  debts 
incurred  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  executors. 
You  promised  that  if  the  minor  would  elect  yon 
his  guardian,  you  would  pny  off  the  encumbrances 
on  his  estate.    Did  you  do  so  ?  No;  the  ward  was 
robbed,  and  his  property  was  lavished  away  upon 
war  feasts  in  Canada,  and  upon  lilts.,  and  shows, 
and  tournaments. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Sheffey)  has 
said,  that  the  case  of  the  manufacturers  is  not 
fairly  before  the  House.  True!  ills  not  fairly 
before  the  House.  It  never  can  be  fairly  before 
the  House;  whenever  il  comes  before  us,  it  must 
come  unfairly,  not  as  "a  spirit  of  healih— but  a 
goblin  damned"— not  "bringing  with  it  airs  from 
Heaven,  but  blasts  from  Hell"— it  ought  to  be 
exorcised  out  of  the  House  :  for,  what  do  the  prin- 
ciples about  which  such  a  contest  is  maintained 
amount  to,  but  a  system  of  bounties  to  manufac- 
turers, in  order  lo  encourage  ihem  to  do  that 
which,  if  it  be  advantageous  to  do  ai  all,  they  will 
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^  of  cours4  for  tbeir  own  sakes;  a  largess  to 
2_n  to  exercyse  their  own  customary  callings,  for 
Kir  own  en^lument ;  and  Government  devising 
J»ns,  and  bettowing  premiums  out  of  the  pockets 
'ithe  hard  wlrking  cultivator  of  the  soil,  to  mould 
productive  labor  of  the  country  into  a  thou- 
^id  fantastic  shapes;  barring  up,  all  the  time, 
rti  that  perijerted  purpose,  the  great,  deep,  rich 
|(|-eam  of  ouf  prosperous  industry.  Such  a  case, 
*  Y.  I  agree  with  the  honojable  gentleman,  cannot 
f>  fairly  broi/tght  before  the  House.  It  eventuates 
tl  this  :  whei^er  you.  as  a  planter  will  consent  to 
■  taxed,  in  *rder  to  hire  another  man  to  go  to 
▼iork  in'a  sh4)eroaker's  shop,  or  to  set  up  a  spin- 
^ng  jenny,  i  For  my  part  I  will  not  agree  to  a, 
reo  though  Ihey  should,  by  way  of  return,  agree 
;  be  taxed  loihelp  us  to  plant  tobacco  ;  much  less 
\\[  I  agree  ty  pay  all.  and  receive  nothing  for  it. 
1  will  iJuy  where  I  can  get  manufactures 
teapest;  I  wiU  not  agree  to  lay  a  duty  on  the 
Itivatorsofiihesoiltoencourageexotic  raanufac- 
res ;  becaui,  after  all,  we  should  only  get  much 


jltivators  o(  the  country,  would  in  the  end  pay 
5r  all.  WhV  do  not  gentlemen  ask  us  to  grant  a 
^unty  for  th^  encouragement  of  making  flour  1 — 
^  reason  ih. too  plain  for  me  to  repeat  it;  then 
ly  pay  a  m^n  much  more  than  the  value  for  it, 
work  up  (tir  own  cotton  into  clothing,  when, 
selling  mjj  raw  material.  I  can  get  my  clothing 
ch  better  ^nd  cheaper  from  Dacca. 
•  Sir,  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  impolitic, 
well  as  unjust,  to  aggravate  the  burdens  of  the 
pie,  for  tbe  purpose  of  favoring  the  manufac- 
ers;  for  ijiis  Government  created  and  gave 
wer  to  Ciiogress,  to  regulate  commerce  and 
ualize  dutijs  on  the  whole  of  the  United  States, 
d  not   to  lay  a  duty  but  with  a  steady  eye  to 


a  moment's  warning,  for  any  purpose  of  general 
interest  to  their  body.  Do  but  ring  the  fire  bell, 
and  you  can  assemble  all  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest of  Philadelphia,  in  fifteen  minutes.  Nay, 
for  matter  of  that,  they  are  always  assembled, 
ihey  are  always  on  the  Rialio  ;  and  Shylock  and 
Antonio  meet  there  every  day.  as  friends,  and 
compare  notes,  and  lay  plans,  and  possess  in  trick 
and  intelligence,  what,  in  the  goodness  of  God  to 
ihem,  the  others  can  never  possess.  It  is  the 
choicest  bounty  to  the  ox,  that  he  cannot  play  the 
fox  or  the  tiger.  So  it  is  to  one  of  the  body  of 
agriculturists,  that  he  cannot  skip  into  a  coffee- 
house, and  shave  a  note  with  one  hand,  wnile  with 
the  other  he  signs  a  petition  to  Congress,  portray- 
ing the  wrongs,  and  grievances,  and  sufferings  he 
endures,  and  begging  them  to  relieve  him  ;  yes,  to 
relieve  him  out  of  the  pockets  of  those  whose  la- 
bors have  fed  and  enriched,  and  whose  valor  has 
defended  them.  The  cultivators,  the  patient 
drudges  of  the  other  orders  of  society,  are  now 
waiting  for  your  resolution.     For.  on  you  it  de- 
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venue.  "W~3th  my  good  will,  sir,  there  should 
L  none  but  |n  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  articles, 
Aich  woulc^  prevent  the  possibility  of  one  inter- 
il  in  the  coJuiHry  being  sacrificed,  by  the  man- 
ement  of  tjixation,  to  another.  What  is  there 
those  objepts  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  so- 
itude,  to  g(ve  them  a  claim  to  be  supported  by 
e  earnings^,  of  the  others?  The  agriculturists 
ar  the  wht^e  brunt  of  the  war  and  taxation,  and 
inain  poor*  while  the  others  run  in  the  ring  of 
easure,  ani|  fatten  upon  them.  The  agricultu- 
ts  not  onlylpay  all,  but  fight  all,  while  the  others 
n.  The  nJanufaciurer  is  the  citizen  of  no  place, 
any  placet  the  agriculturist  has  his  property, 
i  lands,  hi*>  all.  his  household  gods  to  defend; 
d,  like  thai  meek  drudge,  the  ox,  who  does  the 
r,  and  ploughs  the  ground,  and  then,  for  his 
ward,  takt^   the   refuse  of  the  farm  yard,  the 


or  be,  like  those  in  Europe  reduced,  gradatim.  and 
subjected  to  another  squeeze  from  the  hard  grasp 
of  power.     Sir,  I  have  done. 

Mr.  Sheffey,  and  others,  regarded  the  expres- 
sion respecting  the  tariff  as  paving  the  way.  if  not 
absolutely  providing  for  an  indefinite  continua- 
tion of  the  double  duties. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborouoh  was  finally 
agreed  to,  by  a  majority  of  about  ten  votes. 

Mr.  Sergeant  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
•  thirtieth  June,"  (the  day  to  which  the  continu- 
ation of  the  double  duties  is  limited  in  the  re- 
solve.) and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  '"first  day 
of  January  next." 

Mr.  King  was  opposed  to  this  motion  ;  because, 
as  he  conceived,  the  national  faith  was  pledged 
that  the  duties  should  expire  on  the  13th  of  next 
month. 

Mr.  Sergea.nt  earnestly  and  at  large  supported 
his  motion. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  however — 77  to  56. 


Wedne3dav,  January  17. 
Mr.  Hammond  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  praying  that 
such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  encourage 
and  promote  the  interests  of  the  cotton  manufac- 
turing establishments  within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MiDDLETON  presented  a  petition  of  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  pray- 
ing to  be  repaid  the  moneys  expended  by  the  said 
,  corporation  in  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
,?ighted  bla'ies  and   the  mouldy  straw,  and  the  |  seamen  confined  by  sickness  in  the  marine  hospi- 
^ildewed  shocks  of  corn  for  his  support ;— while  I  tal  in  that  city,  and  that  additional  funds  may  be 


lie  commercial  speculators  lire  in  opulence, 
whirling  in  (;oaches,  and  indulging  in  palaces ;  to 
^e  the  words  of  Dr.  Johnson,  coaches,  which  tiy 
le  meteorsjand  palaces,  which  rise  like  exhala- 
)ns.  Ever]  without  your  aid,  the  agriculturists 
ie  no  matijh  for  them.  Alert,  vigilant,  enter- 
rising.  andjactive.  the  manufacturing  interest 
re  collected* in  masses,  and  ready  to  associate  at 
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provided  for  the  use  of  the  said  hospital. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Gasto.n  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  praying  that 
a  tract  of  land  may  be  granted  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  county  of  Laurence,  on  which  they 
propose  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  town  and 
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court-house,and  other  public  buildings.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tdcker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Levy 
Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  m  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  praying  that  the  powers  granted 
to  the  said  court,  by  an  act  authorizing  them  to 
erect  a  penitentiary,  may  be  enlarged  and  extend- 
ed.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  the  oflScers  and  soldiers 
of  the  twenty-third  regiment  of  United  States' 
infantry,  praying  for  permission  to  locate  their 
lands  in  one  Dody  ;  and  the  petitioners  had  leave 
to  withdraw  their  memorial. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  Admirals"  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
first  five  propositions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  respecting  the  revenue. 

The  first  resolution,  for  continuing  in  force  the 
double  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  until  the 
30th  day  of  June  next,  being  still  under  consider- 
atioa — 

Mr.  Maclay  moved  a  reconsideration  of  yes- 
terday's Tote,  whereby  the  House  refused  to  strike 
out  of  said  resolve  the  30//»  June,  and  insert  the 
l9t  January. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  recon-^ider  the  said 
question— 66  to  63 — the  question  again  presented 
itself  to  strike  out  the  30r^  day  of  June,  and  insert 
the  \st  (lay  of  January,  so  as  to  prolong  the  dou- 
ble duties  to  the  latter  day. 

On  this  question,  the  whole  ground  of  debate 
occupied  yesterday  and  the  preceding  day  was 
again  travelled  over.  The  advocates  of  this  mo- 
tion maintained  that  its  adoption  was  necessary 
to  secure  the  manuf.tcturers  from  loss,  and  almost 
ruin,  as  well  as  to  enable  the  merchants  to  lay 
their  course  intelligently  in  the  business  of  the 
approaching  season.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
contended  by  some  that  the  extension  of  these 
duties  would  be  an  unnecessary  and  grievous 
tax  on  the  consumers  for  the  benefit  of  the  man- 
ufacturers, and  the  convenience  of  the  merchants; 
and  by  other  gentlemen  the  broad  ground  was 
taken  that  the  faith  of  the  Government  being 
pledged  to  discontinue  the  duties  at  the  end  of 
one  year  after  the  expiration  of  the  war,  it  would 
of  course  be  more  unjust  to  protract  their  cessa- 
tion to  a  more  distant  day.  than  to  that  already 
proposed  in  the  resolve. 

Many  topics  not  directly  applicable  to  the  sub- 
ject were  brought  into  the  question,  and  com- 
plained of  by  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  mingled 
in  debate,  who  said  that  the  interests  of  manu- 
facturers did  not  belong  to  this  question,  nor  per- 
haps the  interests  of  the  merchants;  that  it  was 
a  question  of  national  policy,  which  ought  to 
stand  on  its  own  merit?.  And  some  of  those  who 
spoke  and  voted  against  the  extension  to  January, 
did  so  on  the  ground  that  such  a  course  would 
be  equally  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  manu- 


facturer and  merchant,  as  to  those  of  the  commu- 
nity generally. 

The  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  the  affirmative 
side  of  this  question  were,  Messrs-,  Sergeant  and 
BuRNBiDE  ;  and  those  on  the  negative  side.  Messrs. 
Lowndes,  Ross,  Grosvenor.  Pitkin,  Wright, 
Kino,  Gaston,  Mills.  Pickering,  and  Ran- 
dolph. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  at  length  de- 
cided, late  in  the  day.  by  the  following  vote: 

Ykai — Messrs.  Betts,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Brooks, 
Bryan,  Burnsidp,  Cannon,  Clendennin,  Clopton,  Con- 
ner, Creighton,  Darlington,  Desha,  Hahn,  Hawea, 
Heister,  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Jobnaon  of 
Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Mayrant, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mil- 
nor,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Piper,  Powell,  Rey- 
nolds, Root,  Sergeant,  Strong,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New- 
York.  Thomas,  Throop,  Wallace,  Ward  of  N.  York, 
Wendover,  Whiteside,  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson,  and 
William  Wilson — 47. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  .\iexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bayhes,  Bennett, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell, 
Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Chipman,  Cilley, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Comstock,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Goldsborough,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Hanson,  Hardin,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hungerford, 
Irwin  of  PennRvivania,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kent,  King  of  Massacbusetto,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Marsh,  McKee,  Middleton,  Mills,  Moffit, 
Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickens, 
Pickering,  Pitkic,  Pleasants,  Randolph,  Reed,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Rom,  Rugglcs,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe, 
Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Stearns,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Tay- 
lor of  South  Carohna,  Telfair,  Townsend,  Tucker, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  WUcox,  Wilde,  Wil- 
loughby,  Wright,  Yancey,  and  Yates — 105. 

So  the  motion  to  extend  the  continuance  of 
double  duties  to  the  first  day  of  January  was  neg- 
atived, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  18. 

Mr.  CiLLEY  presented  a  petition  of  the  Exeter 
and  Rockingham  Cotton  Manufacturing  Compa- 
nies, in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  praying 
that  the  importation  from  foreign  countries  of  all 
cotton  goods  of  a  coarse  texture  may  be  prohib- 
ited.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

The  following  bills  passed  through  Commit- 
tees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading:  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  George  Nebioger;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jonathan  White;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  G.  Camp;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than Rogers,  juD.,  of  Waierford,  Connecticut; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Redman  Coxe;  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Anderson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  militia  killed,  or  who  have  died  of  wounds  re- 
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iirfd  duriti^  the  late  «r«r,  was  some  time  before 

Committee  of  ihe  Whole.  The  Committee 
Jose,  and  th|  bill  was  referred  to  the  Comraitiee 
If  the  Whoie  on  the  bill  making  further  provision 
)r  miliiaryjservices  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
iher  purpoies. 
Mr.  Hul|ert  presented  a  petition  of  Ann  Ger- 
Y,  widow  i/f  Eibridge  Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vice 
rresident  oi  the  United  States,  praying  that  the 
•jalary  whiifh  would  have  been  paid  to  the  de- 
,^ased,  had'he  lived  to  the  end  of  the  terra  for 
jfvhich  he  VMS  elected,  may  be  given  to  her,  for 
i^e  support  Jjf  herself  and  children. — Referred  to 

*Iessrs.  Hl»bert,  Conner,  and  Gaston. 
jM  Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
■*ublic  Lanis,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
ithe  Legislai^re  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  referred 
^n  the  ISih'jlt.  and  9th  instant,  and  on  the  peti- 
Sion  of  sunfjry  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory, 
eferred  on  \he  18ih  ult..  which  was  read  ;  when 
Llr.  R.  rept^rted  a  bill,  making  further  provision 
jr  settling  ^he  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
linois;  wKich   was  read  twice,  and  committed 
a  Comra(ttee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  RoBuRTsoN  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Aiitoine  Drouet  and  Dillas,  which  was 
lead  ;  whei   Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
]>f  certaiu  c  aimants  to  land  in  the  district  of  Vm- 
lennesj  wh  ch  was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo 
Coramiitt  e  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  RoBi  RT80N  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
'lioa  of  sui  dry  inhabitants  of  the  Territories  of 
'Nidiana  am  Illinois,  referred  on  the  14ih  and  15ih 

it  It.  and  16i  »  inst. ;  which  was  read,  and  the  res- 
iluuon   the-ein  contained    was  concurred   in  by 
the  House,  ys  follows  : 
I    /?e«o/cerf,<  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
|ughl  not  t*  be  granted. 


COIJONIZATION  OF 


NEGROES, 
report  on  the 


Mr.  Roif£RT90N  made  a  report  on  the   peti- 
tion of  the  {Kentucky  Abolition  Society  ;  which 
ras  read,  {nd   the  resolution   therein  contained 
j^ivas  concui^ed  in  by  the  House. 
The  repcr't  is  as  follows  : 

That,  accirding  to  the  petition,  great  numberB  of 

iaves  have  leen  emancipated  ia  diiTerent  parts  of  the 

Jnited  StatiL  ;  that  the  number  may  be  expected  to 

•acrca»e  daitv  ;  that  they  are  not  allowed  the  privileges 

\M  free  ciuz«fQ8  when  they  arc  emancipated,  and  are 

wrohibited  bj  law  from  emigrating  to  many  of  the  other 

K^lates  and  'JJerntories  ;  in  consequence  of  all  this,  and, 

irds  of  the  petition,  as  they  are  suffering 

ms  for  the  want  of  room  and  opportuni- 

tpansion  of  genius  and  encouragement  to 

V  pray  that  a  suitable  territory  may  be  laid 

!lum  for  all  negroes  and  mulattoes  eman- 

ipated  or  lojbc  emancipated  within  the  United  States  ; 

ind  that  8U<^h  donations,  allowances,  encouragement, 

id  ossistan  e,  be  afforded  them  as  may  be  necessary 

ibr  conveyin  j  them  thither,  and  settling  them  therein. 

The  commit|ee  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  Govern- 

lenl  is  not    n  the  habit  of  granting  such  advantages 

white  citiiens,  nor  can  they  well  perceive  why  they 

P^hould  be  eiX>€cled  in  favor  of  those  of  any  other  color. 

The  public  llnds  of  the  United  States  are  sold  or  earned 

sy  services  hindered  to  the  country  ;  and  all  those  who 

i 
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wish  to  reside  on  them  have  heretofore  (as  moat  prob- 
ably they  must  continue  to  do)  paid  their  own  travel- 
ling expenses.  The  committee,  too,  cannot  but  be- 
lieve that  there  is  no  part  of  our  highly  favored  country 
where  industry  and  economy  will  not  insure  to  those 
who  practise  them  an  easy  and  independent  support. 
The  committee  can  see  no  cause  for  the  interference  of 
the  Government  on  this  subject ;  they  have,  conse- 
quently, prepared  a  resolution,  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

Ruolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  honorable  the  Speaker  and  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  .\mcrica  in  Congress  assembled, 
the  petition  of  the  Kentucky  Abohtion  Society,  at 
their  annual  meeting,  holden  in  FrankUn  county, 
near  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  October  18  and  19,  1816, 
respectfully  showeth : 

That,  whereas  great  numbers  of  siaves  have  been 
emancipated  in  different  parts  of  these  United  States, 
and  it  may  be  expected,  from  the  genius  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  from  a  spirit  of  benevolence  that  seems 
to  be  taking  place  among  all  classes  of  citizens,  that 
the  number  will  be  daily  increasing :  and  whereas 
they  are  not  allowed  the  privileges  of  free  citizens 
where  they  are  emancipated,  and  most  of  the  States 
and  Territories  have  passed  laws  to  prevent  this  class 
of  human  beings  from  emigrating  to  them  ;  and,  from 
their  poor  and  degraded  situation  where  they  at 
present  reside,  they  are  suffering  many  privations  for 
the  want  of  room  and  opportunities  for  the  expansion 
of  genius  and  encouragement  to  industry:  and  where- 
as there  are  vast  tracts  of  unappropriated  lands  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  and  as  we  now 
enjoy  a  time  of  peace  and  prosperity,  opening  the  way, 
and  inviting  the  Government  to  so  benevolent  a  project, 
we  do  therefore  (and  we  make  no  doubt  but  we  substan- 
tially speak  the  language  of  thousands  of  our  fellow- 
citizens)  most  earnestly  petition  your  honorable  body, 
that  you  cause  a  suitable  territory  of  lands  to  be  laid  off 
as  an  asylum  for  all  those  negroes  and  mulattoes  who 
have  been,  and  those  who  may  hereafter  be,  emancipated 
within  the  United  States;  and  that  such  donations,  al- 
lowances, encouragement,  and  assistance  b<;  afforded 
them,  as  may  be  necessary  for  conveying  them  thither, 
and  settling  them  therein  ;  and  that  they  be  under 
such  regulations  and  government,  in  all  respects,  as 
your  wisdom  shall  dictate. 

The  friendly  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to 
this,  our  humble  address,  will  ever  be  remembered  with 
gratitude  by  your  petitioners. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Society,  in  annual  meeting, 
as  above  written. 

DAVID  BARROW,  Prat. 
Attest : 

Moses  .Martin,  StcWy. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  to  wit:  the  1st. 
2d,  3d,  4ih.  and  5ih  resolutions  attached  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of 
the  9th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  Revenue;  to 
which  resolutions  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
have  reported  their  agreement.  Whereupon  the 
House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  said  first  reso- 
lution, amended  to  read  as  follows: 
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1.  Retohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in 
force,  until  the  30th  day  of  June  next,  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the 
1st  July,  1812. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concar,  in  like 
manner,  in  the  second  resolution,  which  is  in  the 
following  words  : 

2.  Ruolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in 
force  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  a  duty  on  im- 
ported salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  export- 
ed, and  allowances  to  cerUin  vessels  employed  in  the 
fisheries,"  passed  on  the  29lh  July,  1813. 

And  it  f>assed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays 
43,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett, 
Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdseye. 
Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks.  Bryan,  Burnside, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Creigh- 
ton,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Gold,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Hawes, 
Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Kent,  King 
of  North  Carohria,  Law,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Maclay,  May- 
rant,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Middleton,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Newton,  Pickering,  Plea- 
sants, Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Root,  Ross,  Ruggles, 


on  the  23d  of  December,  1814,  as  imposes  additional 
duties  on  postage. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  first,  second,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  resolutions  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instruction 
to  report  bills  conformably  thereto. 


Friday,  January  19. 
Mr,  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  continuf  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  from  any  port  or  place,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  CJommittee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
'"An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting 
a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances 
to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries;" 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  passed 
on  the  23d  of  December,  1814,  as  imposes  addi- 
tional duties  on  postage;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Sergeant,  Schenck.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  '  |j^^j  appointed. 
Virginia,  Stearns,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Taul,  Taylor  |  j^jj.  LowNDES,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carohna,  Telfair,  |  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  certain  acts 
Thomas,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker  V\  ard  of  Mass.,  |  ^^^^^^^  mentioned  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
Ward    of  New  York,  ^endover     \\  heaton,    ^ilde,  ,  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 

WUkin,    Willoughby,   William   Wilson,    Woodward,  |  ^pp^i^^j 

Yancey,  and  Yates.  |0n  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 

Nats— Messrs.  Athcrton,  Breckenridgc,  Brigham,  ;  j^i|i,ary  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
Burwell,  Cady,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Car-  |  ^^^  expediency  of  allowing  the  non-commissioned 
olina,  Clopton,  Culpeper,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Hall,  ,  ^^^^^^  ^^j  privates  of  the  militia,  army,  and  the 
Herbert,  Hungerford,Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  (  ^^j  companies  of  rangers  who  served  during 


of  Virginia,  King  of  MassachusetU,  Langdon,  Love, 
Lovett,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Marsh,  McCoy,  Mills,  Moffit, 
Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Nelson  of  Mass.,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Noyes,  Rice,  Roane,  Savage,  Sheffey,  Stan- 
ford, Strong,  Stuart,  Vose,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and 
Wright. 


the  late  war,  interest  on  the  respective  sums  due 
to  them  from  the  time  they  ought  to  have  been 
paid  until  they  shall  be  actually  paid. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third 

time  and  passed  :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George 

Nebin»er ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  White; 

The  third,  fourth,  and   fifth   resolutions    were  I  ^^^  ^,u  ^^^  ^^^  ^^1;^^  ^f  JqIj^  q.  Camp;  the  bill 

then  again  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House  ;  |  ^^^  ^^^  ^^jj^f  ^j-  Jonathan  Rogers,  junior,  of  Wat- 

which  said  resolutions  are  as  follows:  |  erford,  Connecticut;    the   bill   for   the  relief  of 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  keep  in  force  i  Joseph  Anderson  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 

the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  sugar  refined     Redman  Coxe.     The   bills  were  all   sent  to  the 

within  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  24th  July,  j  Senate  for  concurrence,  except  that  for  the  relief 

1813. 


4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in 
force  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  notes 
of  banks,  bankers,  and  cerUin  companies ;  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  coniiianies;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of 
certain  descriptions,"  passed  the  2d  of  August,  1813; 


of  Joseph  Anderson,  which  had  previously  passed 
that  body. 

COPPER  COINS,  &c. 

Mr.  Root,  in  offering  a  motion  on  this  subject, 

said  that  the  want  of  a  national  circulating  rae- 

I  dium  had  been  a  topic  of  much  complaint.    This 

and  also  the  act  supplemenUry  thereto,  passed  on  tbe  I  5^^:^^^   <^^^   b^gjj   referred   to  a  committee,  and 

10th  day  of  December,  1814.  ,  r         u    !  that  committee  had  reported  a  bill  for  establish- 

5.   /^«o/oerf.  That  it  IS  expedient  to  repeal,  from  the 

3d  day  of  March  next,  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on  licenses 
to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, and  for  increasing  the  rates  of  postage,"   passed 


.._.   ?por 

ing  a  National  Bank  as  the  means  of  producing 
the  desired  uniformity  in  the  national  currency, 
as  re<Tarded  the  circulation  and  exchange  between 
differ^ent  sections  of  the  Union.  But  the  evil  of 
the  absence  of  small  change,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  as 
generally  fell  by  all  classes  of  the  community,  a* 
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jhe  diflBcal^f  o(  remittance  of  large  sums,  for 
preraium|you  can  anywhere  get  from  a  broker 
iuch  large'money  as  will  circulate;  but  not  so 
f^fith  the  apiall  change  that  is  in  circulation, 
hich,  sucli  as  it  is,  will  scarcely  pass  a  stone's 
brow  fronv  the  place  where  one  receives  it,  and 
ill  scarcely  be  accepted  by  the  servants  at  the 
averns.  tfow  was  this  evil  to  be  remedied  ?  By 
he  act  establishing  the  Mint,  Congress  had  en- 
acted that  ihe  copper  coin  should  be  of  a  weight 
^•elow  wbaj  was  the  real  value  of  the  metal  in 
tI;olis,  bars,  (|r  sheets.  The  copper  coin  originally 
^.veighed  eleven  pennyweights;  by  a  subsequent 
jjl^ct  of  Coniress  in  1792,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Sent  shouldlweigh  208  grains,  or  8  pennyweights, 
"q  grams'.  jBy  a  subsequent  act  the  President 
as  authori«;ed  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  cent, 
y  proclamation,  whenever  he  should  think  fit. 
wo  peony  freights. 

Such  a  )^roclamation  never  had  been  issued, 
Ir  R.  belifcved.  and  the  weight  of  the  cent  there- 
jja)re  remainj-d  eight  pennyweight  sixteen  grains. 
J^  pound  aioirdupois,  therefore,  contained  ihir- 
*■  y-lhree  ce^ts  and  six  and  a  half  mills;  whilst 
Copper  had'  frequently  been  much  higher,  and 
^unng  the  Jear  double  as  much  per  pound  ;  the 
rice,  however,  being  now  reduced,  was  probably 
bout  par  ^uh  cents.  Owing  to  the  high  price 
f  copper,  tlie  coinage  of  copper  coin  at  the  Mint 
ad  ceased  for  some  time.  It  now  appeared,  from 
ne  report  jif  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  that  the 
int  was  |bout  to  recommence  the  coinage  of 
opper,  ofSwhich  it  was  estimated  they  could 
^'urn  out  abi)Ut  rtl'ty  tons  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
he  coins,  ^r.  R.  said,  would,  according  to  law, 
♦»€  distributed  among  the  respective  States,  ac- 
ordiog  to  jtheir  population  ;  they  would  be  dis- 
ribuied  in  quantities,  in  casks,  and  there  retained 
or  sale  as'an  article  of  merchandise,  until  the 
)rice  of  cov}>€r  should  be  so  much  hi«^her  than 
.he  value  <r(  the  cents  as  shall  afford  a'sufficient 
S'rotit  on  tli;  sale  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
png  meltedjup  for  sheets,  bolts,  or  stills,  <tc.  Mr. 
^.  said  he»presumed  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
Owas  mistaKen  in  supposing  the  cents  already 
Qcomed  rertiained  in  the  United  States,  unless  in 
j^<fae  form  (4  bolts,  dbc.  The  copper  coin  of  the 
(^nited  Slates  had  never  been  made  a  legal  ten- 
'er,  becau.-^'  being  worth  more  generally  than  the 
ominal  Vijlue.  people  were  glad  enough  to  take 
hem.  Thfere  never  had  been  any  punishment 
tjioacted  fof  counterfeiting  a,  because,  for  the 
*^5«me  reasofl,  there  was  no  motive  for  the  offence. 
"^If  the   we^ht  should   be  diminished,  however, 

rl^oth  these;  measures  might  become  necessary! 
Ktie  therefo.e  moved, 
•*  "  That  tlfc  weight  of  the  copper  coin  ought  to  be 
educed  to  t|.ur  pennyweights  the  cent. 
"That  tlie  copper  coin  of  the  United  States  ought 
y|to  be  made  |  legal  tender  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar. 
||  "  That  pi)vision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  the 
<  ^unishmentof  counterteiting  the  copper  coin  of  the 
**'nited  SUt.ii." 


On  motion  o(  Mr.  CALHOcrr,  these  propositions 
yWere  referrj^d  to  a  select  committee. 


STANDING  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House.  After 
several  amendments  to  the  rules  had  been  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to,  Mr.  Stanford  moved  to 
expunge  from  them  that  which  related  to  "  the 
previous  question."  He  said  he  owed  it  to  him- 
self and  to  the  oath,  which,  as  a  member  of  that 
House,  he  had  taken,  to  get  rid,  if  possible,  of  a 
rule  under  which  the  most  tyrannical  control 
might  be  exercised  over  the  House,  and  the  de- 
bates of  that  assembly  be  deprived  of  their  free- 
dom, and  by  which  the  majority  might  exercise 
the  most  complete  despotism,  shutting  out  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  from  the  free  Con- 
stitutional privilege  of  expressing  their  opinions 
and  maintaining  the  rights  of  their  constituents. 
He  expressed  bis  regret  that  such  an  abominable 
badge  of  slavery  should  have  found  its  way  into 
the  regulations  of  any  free  deliberative  assembly; 
gave  a  succinct  history  of  its  rise  and  progress 
10  that  House,  and  portrayed  the  pernicious  ef- 
fects of  It,  as  shutting  up,  at  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  majority,  the  current  of  deliberation, 
and  enabling  them  to  get  rid,  when  they  pleased, 
of  a  discussion  that  was  disagreeable  to  them, 
and  of  a  decision  that  might  be  deemed  hostile 
to  their  party  or  their  purposes.  The  last  mis- 
chievous construction  of  the  rule — the  last  twist 
of  the  screw,  he  observed,  was  fastened  upon 
them  in  a  moment  of  excitement,  partly  in  re- 
sentment at  a  resistance  made  to  their  measures, 
and  perhaps  partly  for  the  despatch  of  buiiness 
during  the  war.  But  now  when,  not  only  the 
war  had  ceased,  but  much  of  the  asperiiies  which 
existed  at  that  time  had  vanished— when  we 
were  •'  all  Federalists,  all  Republicans"'— and 
there  could  no  longer  be  a  pretext  for  exercising 
It — when,  in  short,  it  could  no  longer  be  pretend- 
ed to  be  wanting — he  hoped  it  would  be  ex- 
punged, or  suspended,  and  that  as  the  House  had 
got  rid  of  the  excitement,  they  would  also  get 
rid  of  the  rule.  If  the  minority  had  no  right  in 
debate,  but  what  they  were  to  owe  to  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  majority,  it  was  no  longer  a  free  de- 
liberative assembly  ;  nor  could  the  country  for 
which  they  were  assembled  to  legislate  be  free. 
The  right  to  deliver  thetr  sentiments  in  Con- 
gress they  possessed  from  the  people,  and  no 
majority  in  that  House  had  a  right  to  take  it 
from  them.  He  had  seen  the  time  when  it 
woald  be  resisted  in  that  House,  and  he  hoped 
he  should  see  the  time  come  again  when  such 
tyrannical  rules  would  be  disabled  of  their  force, 
and  chafed  out  of  the  rules  of  Congress;  the 
majority  had  no  rights  to  give,  aod  they  could 
have  none  that  he  would  receive  at  their  hands. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  seconded  Mr.  Stan- 
ford'.s  motion  with  pleasure.  He  never  rose 
with  more  satisfaction,  and  he  hoped  the  rule 
would  be  modified  so  as  to  reinstate  it,  as  it  was 
in  the  Administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  dur- 
ing which  period  it  was  the  same  that  it  had 
been  in  the  time  of  his  predecessor.  Mr.  R.  de- 
clared that  he  had   listened   to   Mr.  Stanford 
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with  delight;  his  sentiments  were  of  the  good 
old  times;  they  were  worthy  of  the  school  in 
which  he  had  been  bred. 

Mr.  R.  then  entered  into  a  history  of  the  rule 
so  obnoxious  to  every  lover  of  freedom — a  his- 
tory in  itself  very  curious  and  interesting,  and 
rendered  much  more  so  by  the  felicitous  maooer 
in  which  he  exhibited  it.  He  brought  the  gene- 
alogy of  the  previous  question  down  from  a  very 
remote  period,  and  that,  too,  one  of  the  worst  of 
the  British  history  ;  but  he  showed  that  though 
bearing  the  same  name  the  present  one  differed 
from  Its  ancestors,  aod  differed  very  much  for 
the  worse.  If  it  was  to  stain  the  rules  aod 
orders  it  ought  to  have  a  new  name,  and  be 
called  ihe  gag  law.  What  the  Federalists  called 
"  the  sedition  law,"  he  said  his  party  called  the 
gag  law,  and  so  ought  this  to  be  called.  Not  but 
that  be  owned  the  sedition  law  itself  was  good 
ia  many  respects,  the  objection  to  it  was  that  it 
assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  did  not 
belong  to  Congress  over  the  press,  and  insidious- 
ly usurped  a  jurisdiction  denied  by  the  Consti- 
tution ;  yet  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
question,  he  said  the  sedition  law  was  as  while 
as  wool — was  indeed  innocence  itself. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  carry  on  his  history 
of  the  rule  from  its  first  entrance  into  the  busi- 
ness  of  that    House  until  it  had  arrived,  upon  a 
late  occasion,  to  the  highest  degree  of  malignity 
aod  oppressiveness  in  its  exercise;  the  most  out- 
rageous despotism  over  the  counsels  of  the  repre- 
senlalive  body.     He  could  not  depict  it,  he  said, 
in  stronger  colors  than  by  giving  a  simple  state- 
ment of  the  fact,  that  the  previous  question  was 
called  while  a  member  was  addressing  the  Chair. 
Mr.  R.  said  that  a  member  of  that  House  who 
was  so   deprived  of  the  freedom  of  speech  that 
he  could    not  at  any  time  stand  up  and  defend 
the  invaded  rights  oi  his  constituents  was  a  nui- 
nance — the  slightest  abuse  of  liberiy  seldom  failed 
to  end  in  slavery — and  the  liberty  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  did  enjoy  would  be  lost 
by  this  abuse.     Yet,  however,  the  nation's  liberty 
was    not   entirely   lost — ii    was   "not    less    than 
Archangel    ruined" — it   was    yet    open    to   the 
House  to  preserve  it.     He   then   drew  a  picture 
of  the  mischiefs  attending  the  application  of  the 
previous  question   in    the  hands  of  corrupt  meo, 
and  said  that,  instead   of  being  what  every  rule 
of  that   House  ought   to   be — an  instrument  for 
the  advancement  and  protection  of  the  freedom 
of  debate — it   was  perverted   into  an  engine   to 
intercept  fair  discussion,  and  prevent  the  sense  of 
the  House  from  being  takeo.     If  ao  amendmeot 
which  startled  the  leaders  of  the  majority  were 
moved,   instead  of   meeting  it   with  reason,  aod 
letting  it  go  for  the  sense  of  the  House,  one  of 
the  party  had  but  to  move  the  previous  question, 
and  the  amendment  instantly  disappeared,  as  if 
it  had  sunk  through  a  trap-door  or  fallen  through 
a  broken  place  in  a  bridge,  and  not  a  vestige  was 
ever  more  heard  of  it — no.  not  so  much  as  would 
serve  to  justify  the  member  that  offered  it  to  his 
constituents,  or  to  inform  them  what  he  had  been 
eodeavoriQg  id  vain  to  do  for  their  interests.  For 


example:  if  a  member  moved  to  propose  twenty 
cents  a  bushel  tax  upon  salt,  and  he  (Mr.  R.) 
taking  into  consideration  that  it  would  come  too 
heavy  on  his  constituents  to  tax  so  highlv  one  of 
the  most  essential  articles  of  life — one  of  the 
bacred  emblems  of  hospitality — should  propose 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  substituting  ten  for 
twenty,  the  majority  not  finding  it  convenient  to 
argue  the  case,  or  being  unable  to  reason,  and 
therefore  like  Falsiaff,  "if  reasons  were  as  plenty 
as  blackberries,"  resolute  not  to  give  a  reason  on 
compulsion,  should  call  for  the  previous  question, 
the  amendment  would  disappear ;  the  unsuspect- 
ing, confiding  people  would  be  deceived,  and 
would  never  hear  that  the  amendment  was  moved, 
or  that  the  Representative  to  whom  they  had 
confided  their  interests  had  done  his  duty;  but 
00  the  contrary  would  conclude  that  be  had 
voted  for  imposing  on  them  that  oppressive  tax. 

Thus,  he  said,  amendments  fell  dead  in  that 
House,  and  with  them   the  right  of  free  discus- 
sion.    There  were  other  members  of  those  rules, 
he  said,  which  might  well  content  those  gentle- 
men, whatever  their  appetite  might  be  for  despo- 
tism.    Some  that  might  satisfy  the  grand  inquis- 
itor himself.     The  motion  to  reconsider  was  one 
of    those — that    simple    rule    might    sati^fy    the 
most  lynx-eyed  duenna,  anxious  to  restrain  the 
wanton  excursions  of  debate.     There  was  ano- 
ther, too,  always  at  hand,  which   was  still  supe- 
rior to  the  previous  question — the  call  to  order. 
On  this  subject  Mr.   R.  was  very  pointed  and 
powerful.     He    showed    from    the   rules   of   the 
British  House  of  Commons,  laid  down  by  Mr. ^ 
Hatsell,   that    no    instance   ever  was  known   in 
that   body  of  a  member's   being  prevented  from 
discussing  any  proposition,   cither   immediately, 
sub  judice.  or   that   he   wished    to    bring    before 
them;  and  that   the  only  interruption  allowable 
in    it,  was    confined    to   cases    where   anything 
touching    the    royal    authority    was    introduced, 
which  by  the  constitution  were  forbidden  to  be 
discussed  in  it.     Not  only  Mr.  Hatsell,  but  Mr. 
Onslow,  who  so  long  presided  in  that  body,  never 
saw  a    member  of  the    minority   or    opposition 
bench   refused  a    hearing — they   would  as  soon 
think  of  slopping  the  vollied  lightning  of  heaven, 
as  of  stopping  the  elder  Pitt.     No;  in  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons  debate  was  free. 

After  expatiating  on  better  parts  of  the  sab- 
ject,  as  well  as  on  several  topics  incidental  and 
auxiliary  to  the  train  of  his  reasoning,  Mr.  R. 
declared  it  to  be  his  conviction  that  if  this  rule 
continued  on  the  books,  it  would  sooner  or  later 
be  resisted  if  put  in  practice  ;  but  whether  re- 
sisted or  not,  It  ought  to  be  resisted,  and  at  every 
or  any  hazard.  He  had  ever  been  a  Whig— a 
warm  and  sincere  friend  to  the  Revolution — but 
when  he  compared  the  tax  upon  tea.  with  this 
pernicious  rule"  the  previous  question,"  he  doubt- 
ed which  struck  most  deeply  at  the  personal 
rights  of  the  people  of  America,  or  at  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  couDlrv. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph,  and 

endeavored   to  justify    the  previous   question— 

,  partly  on  the  grounds  of  the  Constitutional  right 
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t/f  the  Hous;*  10  make  it — the  majority  had  the 
feower  to  make  ii,  and  therefore  were  right  in 
^lakiDg  it ;(  partly  on  the  expediency — it  was 
ijertainly  expedient  for  the  same  reason;  besides 
M'hich,  he  tTjought  the  public  interest  required  it. 
[e  said  MJ.  Randolph's  history  of  the  order 
jad  itself  sl»own  that  the  previous  question  was 
lot  resortedito  until  the  abuse  of  debate  rendered 
expedient^  and  in  illustrating  this  he  reminded 
le  House  'f  the  very  remarkable  circumstance 
|f  a  certain  gentleman  having,  for  the  purpose 
[f  delay,  spoken  four  and  twenty  hours  without 
copping,  ^e  said  that  the  House  must  adapt 
)>ueir  rules  fo  experience,  until  the  objects  of  its 
|ustitu(ion  vere  fulfilled. 
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I  war,  and   which  bad  then   reached  their  highest 
,  state  of  excitement,  forbade   all  hope  of  that  de- 
i  liberate  consideration   which   was   indispensable 
j  to  a  correct   decision.     The  present  Congress,  I 
I  have  flattered  myself,  afforded  a  fit  opportunity 
1  for  a  revision  of  this    rule.     With  the  return  of 
I  peace  to  our  land   had   returned  also  a  spirit  of 
I  mutual  forbearance  between  the  political  parties 
■  of  the  House.     Now,  it   might  be  practicable  to 
I  discuss  and  decide  a  great  question  upon  its  in- 
trinsic merits,  and  not  simply  with   a  view  to  its 
influence  on  the  interests  or  purposes  of  faction. 
I  Indulging  this   hope,  it  was  my  fixed  determina- 
I  lion    not    to   permit  the   present  sessions  to   pass 
I  away  without  an  efl'ort  to  rescue  my  own  rights, 
He  did  no;  think  it  necessary  to  go  to  Great  Brit- 1  and  the   rights  of  those  whom  I  represent,  from 
[lin  for  precedents  ;  but  if  they  did,  he  could  show  j  the  further   oppression   of  this   instrument  of  ty- 
etie  superiorKreedom  of  our  House,  taking  all  the  j  ranny.     1  have  been  anticipated  by  my  colleague, 
lies  of  the  Uritish  House  of  Commons  together,    and  I  rejoice  that  I   have  been  thus  anticipaiefl. 
'hey  had  tj^ere,  he  said,  a  previous  question  for  |  From   none   could   the  call   upon  this  honorable 


{♦topping  members,  peculiar  to  themselves — that 

[iKas,  making  a  noise   to  drown  the   voice  of  the 

ierson  who*  endeavored  to  speak.     Another  was, 

ihat  there  ^as  no   protracting  a  debate  beyond 

[(he  rising  o»  the  House.     Here,  said  Mr.  C.  have 

[yre  not  had;a  question  debating  for  six  or  seven 

i^veeks  7     N^r.  C.   then  adverted  to  the  personal 

jinveciives  iji  the  British  Parliament,  contrary  to 

till  exampli  in   the  American  House  of  Repre- 

n»entatives.  \  He  had  himself,  in  the  short  time  he 

..tvas  in  Lonijon,  heard  a  British  Minister,  high  in 

'()fl5ce,  charjje  a  member  with  wishing  to  produce 

ji  revolution   in   the  country  ;  and  he  had  heard 

I  "Ihat  member  retort  upon  the  MiniNter  the  charge 

jrf  bribery  ind   corruption,  and  tell   him  that  he 

ought  to  lo^e  his  head. 

k      What   \i^uld  be  the   situation  of  the    House, 

xMr.  C.  ask^^J,  without  such  a  rule  as  the  previ- 

4)us   questi«n ;    and    what   was  it   more    than   a 

declaration;  of  the   House  that    they  had  heard 

enough,  an«i  would  proceed  to  decide  ;  and  that 

the  major/iy  were  not   to  be  controlled   by  the 

minority  7 

Mr.  (jrA.<iTON  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  proposition  which  has  been 
[  jnade  by  i^iy  worthy  friend  and  colleague  (Mr. 
[JStanfohdJ  to  expunge  from  the  rules  of  this 
I^^House  wh4t  is  there  called  ''the  previous  ques- 
tion," brings  distinctly  forward  for  consideration 
:t  ^hich   has  the 


House  to  emancipate  itself  from  the  thraldom  of 
''  the  previous  question,"  proceed  with  more  au- 
thority and  propriety  than  from  its  oldest  sur- 
viving son  ;  from  him  who  has  witnessed  the 
growth  of  this  rule  from  its  first  intrusion  here  to 
Its  present  all-controlling  domination.  And,  sir, 
I  rejoice  equally  at  the  opposition  which  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague  has  encountered.  If  this 
hideous  rule  could  have  been  vindicated,  we 
should  have  received  that  vindication  from  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr. 
Clay.)  If  his  ingenuity  and  zcjI  combined 
could  lorm  for  the  previous  question  no  other  de- 
fence than  that  which  we  have  heard,  the  pre- 
vious question  cannot  be  defended.  If  beneath 
his  shield  it  finds  so  .Nlight  a  shelter,  it  must  fall 
a  victim  (o  the  just,  though  long  delayed,  ven- 
geance of  awakened  and  indignant  freedom.  If 
Hector  cannot  protect  his  Troy,  the  doom  of 
Troy  is  fixed  by  fate. 

It  is  indispensable,  before  we  proceed  further 
in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  that  we 
should  perfectly  understand  what  is  our  previous 
question.  Gentlemen  may  incautiously  suppose 
that  it  is  the  same  with  what  has  been  called  the 
previous  question  elsewhere.  This  would  be  a 
most  fatal  mistake.  Our  previous  question  is 
altogether  "  aui  generu'^  the  only  one  of  it.s  kind  ; 
and  to  know  it,  we  must  consider  not  merely 
what  IS  written  of  it  in  our  code,  but  what  it  has 


,  a  subject  ^hich   has  the  most  imperious  claims  .  __ _ __ 

Jon  the  attention  of  every  individual  of  this  honor- '  b«en  rendered  by  exposition  and  construction, 
.'able  body.J  It  vitally  concerns  the  rights  of  the        Our  previous  question  "  can  only  be  admitted 
jimembers  ^(  this  House,  and  the  essential  inter-  1  when  demanded  by  a  majority  of   the  members 

"  present."     It  is  a  question '•  whether  the  question 

under  debate  shall  now  be  put" — on  the  previous 
question  "'  there  shall  be  no  debate."  "  Until  it  is 
decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  de- 


ilests  of  ih4  people  whom  they  represent.     From 

^ihe  moraeijt,  sir,  I  have  been  able  to  comprehend 

ffwhat,  fronj  that    chair    and    on    this   floor,   has 

fibeen  expoilnded  to  be  ''  the  previous  question,"  I  ^ 

Shave   belie^^red  it  hostile  to  every  principle  of  our  '  bate  of  the  main  question."     If  it  be  decided  neg- 

^Governmefit,  inconsistent  with  all  notions  of  cor- 1  atively,   viz:  that  the  main   question  shall   not 

«    rect  le 

iunna 

.t  tdifl'erent 

Sthousht 


rnmept,  incon 

egibl^iion,  and   without  a  precedent  in  the  '  now  be  put,  the  main  question  is  of  course  super- 

s   of lanv    fre       '  '  ' 


ly    free   deliberative  assembly.     At 
Heriods   of    the    last    Congress    I    had 
of  attempting  to   procure  some  amend- 
ment ot   tl|is  arbitrary  rule,  but  I  was  prevented 
wfrom  prose;:uting  my  purpose  by  a  conviction  that 
jf  the  party  feelings  which  bad  grown  out  of  the 


seded  ;  but  if  it  be  decided  affirmatively  that  the 
main  question  shall  now  be  put,  the  main  ques- 
tion is  to  be  put  instantaneously,  and  no  member 
can  be  allowed  to  amend  or  discuss  it.  The  pre- 
vious question  is  entitled  to  precedence  over 
motions    to    amend,    commit,    or   postpone    the 
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main  question,  and  therefore  when  admitted  puts 
theie  entirely  aside.  This,  according  to  the  latest 
improvement,  is  now  our  rule  of  the  previous 
question;  and  certainly  in  your  Patent  Office 
there  is  no  model  of  a  machine  better  fitted  for 
its  purposes  than  this  instrument  for  the  ends  of 
tyranny.  It  is  a  power  vested  in  the  majority  to 
forbid,  at  their  sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  every 
member,  not  of  that  majority,  from  making 
known  either  his  own  sentiments  or  the  wishes 
or  complaints  of  his  constituents,  in  relation  to 
any  subject  under  consideration,  or  from  attempt- 
ing to  amend  what  is  proposed  as  a  law  for  the 
government  of  the  whole  nation. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  civil  liberty, 
that  no   citizen    shall  be   afi'ected    in  his  rights 
without  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  support 
of   them.     Our    Constitution    provides  'that  no 
citizen  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  prop- 
erty, without  due  process  of  law."     Every  free- 
man IS  recognised  by  our  Constitution  as  possess- 
ing also  the  right,  either  by  himself  or  peaceably 
assembled    with  others,  to  petition  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  redress  of  grievances.     The  peculiar 
duties  of  the  Representatives  of  freemen  delega- 
ted with  authority  to  bind   their  constituents  by 
law,  constitute  these  Representatives  the  agents 
of  the  people,  to   make  known  their  grievances, 
their  wants,  and  their  wishes;  that  thus,  by  mu- 
tual and  free  intercommunication,  rules  of  action 
may  be  framed  fitted  "  to  promote  the  general 
welfare."     To   refuse   to  receive  the  petition  of 
the  poorest  and  meanest  member  cf  society,  alleg- 
ing a  grievance,  and  applying  to   the  competent 
authority  for  redress,  is  an   act  of  tyranny  pro- 
hibited by  the    Constitution.     To    impair,  by  a 
judicial    sentence,  any  one  of  his  rights,  or  re- 
strain him  in    the   exercise  of  his    freedom — to 
touch   either  his  purse  or  his  person,  until  after 
regular   process   to  apprize   him   of  the   charge 
brought  against  him,  and  a   full  hearing  of  any 
defence  he  may  urge  by  hiinseli  or  his  counsel, 
is  confessedly    iniquitous   and    unconstitutional. 
Yet  by  this  detested   rule,   he,  his  neighbors,  the 
whole  community,  may  be  mulcted  with  taxes  to 
an  indefinite  amount,  and  subjected  to  obligatory 
rules  of  action,   involving  consequences  fatal  to 
liberty,  property,  and  life,  and  their  recognised 
agents,  their   Constitutional  counsel,  (heir  Rep- 
resentatives, not  suffered  to  allege  a  grievance  or 
Qff"er  a  defence  !    No  individual  can  be  condemned 
unheard — no  individual  can  be  refused  a  hearing 
of  his  petition.  But  thousands  petitioning  through 
their  Representatives  may    be  commanded   into 
silence,  and  a  whole  country  sentenced  without 
a  trial.     The  people  are  to  be  allowed  Represen- 
tatives in  the  great  national  council,  who  are  for- 
bidden to    make  known  iheir   want^ — they  are 
indulged  with  agents  who  are  refused  a  hearing  ! 
Sir,  such  absurdities  will  not  bear  examination. 
They  cannot  be  tolerated  by  thinking  and  dispas- 
sionate men.     It  is  vain  to  allege,  in  the  language 
of  the  Speaker,  that  as  the  House  is  permitted  by 
the  Constitution  ''to  determine  the  rules  of  its 
proceeding,"  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  forbid  dis- 
cussion, when,    and    as    it    pleases.     It    cannot 


(rightfully  cannot)  so  regulate  its  proceedings  as 
to  annihilate  the  Consiiiutional  franchise,  either 
of  a  member  or  his  constituents.     They  have  a 
right  to  be  heard  before  their  money  is  voted,  or 
their  liberty  restrained,  and  be  is  their  delegated 
agent.     The  whole  Congress  cannot,  by  law,  de- 
prive them  of  their  Constitutional  franchise,  to 
petition  for  redress  of  grievances  ;  and  this  House 
is    not   competent   to   close    the  mouth    through 
which  the  petitioners  speak.     Under  the  pretence 
of  determining   the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  the 
House  has  no  more  authority  to  deny  to  any  por- 
tion of  the  people  the  fair  agency  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives, than  a  court  of  justice  under  a  plea  of 
preserving  decorum,  to  forbid  a  criminal  the  as- 
sistance of  counsel.     The  power  in  either  case  is 
given  for    the   preservation    and   more   eff'ectual 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  which  it  is  the  guar- 
dian.    It  may   regulate,   but    it  cannot  destroy 
them.     It  may  prevent  their  abuse,  but  it  cannot 
forbid  their  exercise.     The  court  is  not  obliged 
to  hear  counsel  as   often  as  they  may  wish   to 
speak,  nor  to   tolerate  impertinence  or  contempt. 
The  House  may  not  allow  debate  on  a  motion  for 
adjournment,  or  a  question  whether  language  be 
indecorous,  but  if  either  forbid  the  duly  constitu- 
ted agent  from  performing  his  regular  and  proper 
functions,  it  is  then  usurpation,  not  right;   it  is 
abuse  of  power,  not  regulation.     The  privilege  of 
the  Representative  to  declare  the  will,  to  explaiti 
the  views,  to  make  known  the  grievances,  and  to 
advance  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  was  so 
precious,  in  the  estimation  of  the  authors  of  our 
Constitution,   that  they  have  secured  to  him  an 
irresponsibility  elsewhere,  for  whatever  may   be 
uttered  by  him  in  this  House  ;  ''for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either    House,  they  (the  Senators  and 
Representatives)  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any 
other  place."     The  liberty  of  speech  is  fenced 
round  with  a  bulwark,  which   renders  it  secure 
from  external  injury — here  is  its  citadel — its  im- 
pregnable fortress.     Yet  here,  even  here,  it  is  to 
be  strangled   by    the  bowstring  of  the  previous 
question.     In  vain  may  its  enemies  assail  it  from 
without ;  but  within,  the  mutes  of  despotism  can 
murder  it  with  impunity  ! 

The  existence  of  this  arbitrary  rule  is  incom- 
patible with  the  independence  which  belongs  to 
the  character  of  a  Representative.  Called  by 
the  voice  of  a  great  and  free  people  to  the  high 
(and  I  had  almost  said  sacred)  office  of  making 
laws  for  their  government,  we  should  all  of  us 
feel  that  our  functions  and  the  privileges  essential 
to  their  discharge,  are  delegations  of  sovereignty, 
not  the  revocable  precarious  grants  of  a  courteous 
majority  of  our  own  body ;  legislating  for  freemen 
we  should  ourselves  be  free.  But  what  preten- 
sions can  he  advance  to  freedom,  who  is  indebted 
for  the  exercise  of  his  supposed  rights  to  the 
grace  and  favor  of  his  associates  ?  Our  English 
ancestors  considered  those  tenures  free  which 
were  independent  of  another's  will.  To  hold  by 
the  will  of  another  was  the  tenure  ofa  "  villain"— 
a  slave.  And  has  the  Constitutional  right  of  a 
Representative  of  the  people,  in  the  freest  of  all 
free  countries,  become  nothing  more  than  a  spe- 
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ies  of  privileged  villanage — of   splendid  serri' 
ude  ?     Instead  of  ihe  legislator  heme  independent 
>f  all.  but  Uod  and  his  country,  in  the  exercise  of 
fijis  functioj^s.  IS  he  to  receive  as  a  favor  the  per- 
flnission  of*his  fellows  to  take  n  part  in  legisla- 
ThM^gradation  is  not  the  less,  because 
hase  on  wjiora  he  depends  are  equally  degraded 
ilh  hims^if.     Each  may  be  regarded  as  a  slave, 
n  an  association  of  slaves,  of  which  the  majority 
;»re  tyrantsj    Can  it  be,  that  to  such  a  body,  and 
compojyd.  the   people  of  the    United  States 
.esigned.   f'y  their  great  Constitutional   charter, 
^0  confide  ^e  mighty  trust  '•  of  securing  the  bless- 
ings of  libtfty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity?" 
'''Can  It  be  #iat  they  should  select  as  guardians  of 
i^heir  righ J.  those  wlio  should  have  no  right  to 
sert  then*?     That  never  ran  be  called  a  right 
bich  owei  its  existence  to  favor. 
Thi8  ruly  of  the  previous  question,  instead  of 
Seiog  sancl|poned  by  the  Constitutional  authority 
Arhich  thefHouse  possesses  of  making  rules  to 
[ijovern   its  ^proceedings,  is  al  variance  with   the 
very   objec*,  for  the  attainmeni   of  which    this 
)Ower  wast  delegated.      The  great    purpose   of 
fules  in  evrry  community  is  to  protect  the  weak 
gainst  th4  tyranny  of  the  strong.     The  end  of 
egulations*  iq  a  society  where  a  majority  gov- 
ros,   IS  to  limit  the  power  of  the  majority,  and 
0  secure  Ihe  few  from   the  oppressions  of  the 
aany.     Tie    celebrated    Arthur    Onslow    (who 
jield  the  offtce  of  Speaker  of  the  English  House 
'^f  Commoos  for  more  than  three  and  thirty  years, 
od  dischajged  its  duties  with  an  ability  and  im- 
pariiahty  ^rhich  have  never  been  surpassed)  used 
to  remark /that  ''nothing  tended  more  to  throw 
power    mto  the  hands  of  Administration,  and 


•  clashings  of  opmions,  pro  and  con,  go  before; 

•  for  as  we  find  that  fire  issueth  forth  from  the 
'  concussion  of  flint  and  iron,  so  truth  comes 
'  forth  out  of  the  eventillations  and  clasbmgs  of 

•  several  opinions."  It  cannot  be  denied,  too, 
that  It  IS  m  the  regular  order  of  all  deliberations 
to  weigh  and  dispose  of  amendments  before  a 
final  decision  on  the  main  subject.  Yet  the  ex- 
press end  and  aim  of  our  previous  question  rule 
is.  to  prevent  an  interchange  of  opinions  and  to 
forbid  amendments.  Its  purpose  is  to  reverse 
everything  lik<a  correct  legislation,  and  to  enable 
a  '"successful  majority"  in  the  ''wantonness  of 
power,"  unchecked  "  by  forms  of  proceeding," 
unopposed  by  ''  the  legitimate  weapons  of  de- 
fence," to  deprive  the  minority  of  every  right, 
and  to  make  its  capricious  will  stand  for  reason, 
its  passion  for  law.  Surely  strange  notions  have 
been  broached  at  this  inventive  spot.  It  is  right 
to  subject  the  majority  to  the  restraint  of  parlia- 
mentary rules,  except  when  it  chooses  to  be  free 
from  them  !  The  majority  shall  not  be  permit- 
ted to  oppress  the  minority,  unless  it  have  the 
inclination  !  Thus,  also,  a  national  bank  is  un- 
constitutional in  good  times,  and  oaths  are  regis- 
tered in  Heaven,  but  if  the  Government  needs  a 
bank,  and  the  times  prompt  to  a  usurpation  of 
power,  then  the  Constitution  accommodates  it- 
self to  the  exigency,  and  oaths  are  no  longer 
troublesome.  Constitutions  and  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding are  binding  so  long  as  there  is  no  temp- 
tation to  transgress  them. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  there  is  no  precedent  to  be 
found  in  the  annals  of  any  Cree  deliberative  body 
for  such  a  rule  as  our  "  previous  question."  and 
although   I  feel  almost  as  great  a  repugnance  to 


»•  of  amajo  ity  of  the  House  of  Commons,  than  a  '  pledges  as  has    been  expressed   by  my  eloquent 
*'  neglect  o  .  or  departure  from,  its  rules  ;  that  the  |  friend   from    Virginia,  (Mr.    Randolph,)    yet  I 


fpar 
^   forms  of  iroceeding.  as  instituted  by  their  ances- 
}'  tors,  oper  ited  as  a  check  and  control  on   the  ac- 
tions of  Soinisters,  and   were  a  shelter  and  pro- 
tection  tv    a  minority   against  the  attempts  of 
4k'  those  ID  |j)wer.''  And  the  accurate  and  judicious 
L^Hatsell.  wjio  has  recorded  this  memorable  obNer- 
•-ratiOD,  ve^y  properly  remarks  that  it  is  founded 


pledge  myself  to  maintain  this  position.  In  the 
English  House  of  Commons  the  previous  ques- 
tion has  been  known  as  a  form  of  proceeding  for 
more  than  two   centuries,  but  it  differs  radically 


and  essentially  from  our  detested  rule,  which 
bears  the  same  name.  In  England  it  can  never 
be  used  so  as  to  deprive  any  member  of  his  right 
to  discuss  or  to  amend  the  question  under  debate. 
Ours  18  used  avowedly  for  these  purposes, 
improper'measures  proposetl  on  the  part  of  their  '  The  origin  of  the  previous  question  in  the 
opponen^^;"  but    'the  only   weapons  by  which  |  English  House  of  Commons  is  hidden  in  obscu- 


in  good  se)ise,  for  that  '  it  is  always  in  the  power 
of  the  mijoriiy.  by  their  numbers,  to  stop  any 


S'  the  minority  can  defend  themselves  against  sim- 
'  liar  atteiapts  from  those  in  power  are  the  rules 
S '  of  proceejling,  by  a  strict  adherence  to  which 
^'tbe  weaker  party  can  only  be  protected  from 
^'  those  irlegularities  and  abuses  which  these 
'  forms  w^re  intended  to  check,  and  which  the 
'  wantonness  of  power  is  but  too  often  apt  to 
V  suggest  tj)  large  and  successful  majorities." 
Now,  sir,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  ordinary 
and  correct  course  of  legislation  is,  to  afford  a 
fair  oppor|uniiy   for  a   free  interchange  of  opin 


k 


rity.  In  Grey's  Parliamentary  Debates  it  is  re- 
marked by  Sir  Thomas  Littleton,  that  Sir  Henry 
Vane  was  the  first  that  ever  proposed  putting  a 
question  "  whether  the  question  should  be  now 
put ;"  in  consequence  of  which,  the  Speaker.  Mr. 
Seymour  (afterwards  Sir  Edward  Seymour)  ob- 
serves:  ''No  man  can  find  any  precedent  of  Sir 
'  Henry  Vane's  question.  By  that  question  we 
■  can  never  come  to  an  end  in  any  business.  The 
'  question  in  being  may  be  the  next  day  put.  and 
'  so   you  usher  in  an  impossibility    of   bringing 


ions.     ■•  D^eu  lUliberandum  quod  semel  eat  statu- \  ^  ihioga  10  A  period;"  and   Sir   Robert  Howard 


f>  CTuittwi"  isjthe  old  maxim,  which,  in  Hakewell's 
f^  quaint  biic  expressive  language,  is  thus  para- 
s' phrased  :  i'  That  which  is  to  bear  the  stamp  of  a 
i^  '  law  must  be  a  long  time  moulding;  there  must 
be  previdbs  debates,  bandings  of  arguments,  and 

I 


adds,  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  "  This  question 
IS  like  the  image  of  the  inventor,  a  perpetual  dis- 
turbance." The  debate  which  gave  rise  to  these 
remarks  (March,  1672)  turned  upon  the  question 
whether  a  bill  of  supply  should  be  engrossed  be- 
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fore  certain  grievances  were  redressed.     There  is 
a  debate  (January,  1674)   recorded   in  the  same 
volume,  wlierein  the  previous  question  was  used, 
and    which  respected    the    inquiry   whether   the 
House  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
King's  speech,   before  it  should  ascertain  by  an 
address  to  the  Crown  whether,  by  the  peace  men- 
tioned in  the  speech,  is   intended  a  separate  or  a 
joint  peace.     From  these  it  would  seem  that  an 
early,  perhaps  the  first,  use  of  the  previous  ques 
tion  was  to  postpone  one  subject  in  order  to  take 
up  another.     But  whatever  might  have  been  its 
original  use,  it  was  early  discovered  to  be  suscep- 
tible of  a  service  very  convenient   to   ministers 
and  their  adherents,  and  to  which  they  havesince 
frequently  applied   it — that  of  getting  rid  of  an 
unpleasant   motion  which  it  was  not  convenient 
to  reject.     The  first   instance  I  have  seen  of  this 
application  of  the   previous  question,  was  in  the 
case  of  this  very  Mr.  Speaker  Seymour,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1673,  who,  probably  afterwards,  entertained 
a  more  favorable  opinion  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion than  what  he  had  expressed  about  eighteen 
months  before.     Sir  Thomas  Littleton  submits 
a  motion  to  remove  the  Speaker  and  appoint  a 
Speaker   pro  tempore,  on   the   ground  that  the 
Speaker   holds   an  office   incompatible  with  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties   to  the  House — 
the  office  of  [irivy  counsellor  to  the  King.     This 
motion  is  supported  by  others  on  a  difl'erent.  and, 
what  was  then  perhaps  deemed  a  delicate  ground, 
that  the    Speaker    "exposed    the    honor   of    the 
House   in  resorting  to  gaming  houses  with  for- 
eigners as  well  as  Englishmen,  and  to  ill  places." 
The    last    is   treated    by    the    Speaker's    friends 
(fashionable   men  and  courtiers)  as  a   trivial  ob- 
jection, and   the   first   is   resisted    by  precedents. 
Upon  the  whole,  however,  it  is  found  expedient 
to  get  rid  of  the  motion  by  the  previous  question, 
and  ilierefore  '"00  the  question  being  propounded 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair,  a  Speaker 
pro  tempore  be  appointed,  the  question  being  put 
•that  the  question  be  now  put,'  it   passed  in  tiie 
negative."     It   will  be  observed    that  in  the  in- 
stances cited  of  the  use  of  the  previous  question, 
and  in  all  others   which  may  be   resorted   to,  it 
never  prevented  full  debate  of  the  main  question. 
The  ancient  practice  was.  as  we  learn  from  Hake- 
well,  "  if  the  matter  moved  to  receive  a  debate, 
'■pro  and  contra,  in  that  debate,  none  may  speak 
'  more  than  once  to  the  matter.     And  after  some 
'  time  spent  in  the  debate, the  Speaker,  collecting 
'  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  debate,  is  to  re- 
'  duce  the  same  into  a  question,  which  he  is  to 

•  propound  ;  to  the  end.  that  the  House  in  the  de- 
'  bate  afterwards  may  be  kept  up  to  the  matter  of 
'  that  question,  if  the  same  be  approved  by  the 
'  House  to  contain  the  substance  of  the  former 
'debate."  It  was  the  right  of  every  member  to 
speak  once,  if  he  wished  it,  to  the  matter  moved, 
and  of  this  right  he  could  not  be  deprived  by  any 
use  of  tiie  previousquestion.  Hakewell  proceeds 
to  state :  '"If  upon  a  debate  it  be  much  contro- 
'  verted,  and  much  be  said  against  the  question, 
'  any  member  may  move  that  the  question  may  be 

*  first  made  whether  that  question  shall  be  put  or 
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'  shall  be  now  put,  which  usually  is  admitted  at 

•  the  instance  of  any  member,  especially  if  it  be 
'  seconded  and  insisted  on  ;  and  if  that  question 
'  being  put  pass  in  the  affirmative,  then  the  main 
'  question  is  to  be  put  immediately,  and  no  man 

•  may  speak  any  further  to  it,  either  to  add  or 
'  alter.  But  before  the  question  whether  the 
'  question  shall  be  put,  any  person  who  hath  not 

•  formerly  spoken  to  the  main  question,  hath  lib- 
'  erty  to  speak  for  it  or  against  it,  because  else 
'  he  shall  be  precluded  from  speaking  at  all  toil." 
The  previous  question  was  simply  a  demand 
tnat  when  the  main  question  should  be  ripe  for 
decision,  the  House  should  first  pronounce  wheth- 
er It  was  then  expedient  to  decide  it.  It  was  no 
matter  at  what  period  of  the  debate  on  the  main 
question  this  demand  was  made,  the  previous 
question  could  only  be  put  when  the  main  ques- 
tion was  about  to  be  put,  and  the  main  question 
could  not  be  demanded  while  any  person  who 
had  not  spoken  wished  to  speak  upon  it.     "  It  is 

•  a  great  mistake,"  says  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  "  that 
'  the  previous  question,  if  asked,  must  necessarily 

•  be  put,  fur  you  may  do  it  all  at  one  time,  and 
'  not  at  another."     In   fact,   when  the   previous 
question  was  demanded,  there  were  two  questions 
before  the   House — the  one   whether    the    main 
question  should  be  decided,  the  other  what  should 
be  the  decision  on  it.  If  the  first  were  determined 
negatively,  it  of  course  precluded  the  necessity 
of  determining  the  other;  but  if  the   first  were 
answered   affirmatively,  the  other  was  to  follow 
immediately.     Befure,  however,  either  branch  of 
this  double  question  was  put,  every  member  had 
a  perfect  right  to  be  heard.     In  later  times  the 
previous  question  has  been  frequently  resorted  to, 
but  never  to  destroy  this  right  of  spe.iking  to  the 
main  question.     For  instance,  let  us  take  the  de- 
bate on  the  motion  of  Sir  James  Lowiher,  (No- 
vember 3,  1775.)  ••  that  the  introducing  of  Hano- 
'  verian  troops  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  be- 
'  longing  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  without 
■  the  consent  of  the  Parliament  first  had  and  ob- 
'  tained,  is  contrary  to  law."     The  affirmative  of 
this  proposition  was  maintained  by  Gov.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Sergeant  Adair,  and  others,  and  the  negative 
by  Lord   Barrington  and  Mr.  Stanly  ;  when  Mr. 
Gk)rdon  declared  his  opinion  to  be  that  the  meas- 
ure was  illegal,  but  well  meant  and  highly  expe- 
dient,  moved   the   previous  question.     Then    it 
was  that  the  Solicitor  General, Mr.  Wedderburne, 
entered  fully  upon  the  subject.     In  opposition  to 
the  main  question,  he  contended  for  the  legality 
of  the  practice,  and   staled  numerous  precedents 
by  which  it  was  sanctioned;  and  in  support  of 
the  previous  question   he  entered   into  a  variety 
of  circumstances  and  arguments  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure.     He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Burke,  Lord  North,  and  others,  expressing  their 
sentiments  fully,  as  well  in  relation  to  the  origi- 
nal motion,  as  to  the  previous  question  demanded 
on  it.     The  advantage  which  the  ministry  gained 
in  this  instance  by  the  previous  qHestion,  Wds  not 
to  silence   the   minority  and  prevent  a  discussion 
of  the   main  question,  but  to  rally  round   their 
standard  those  who  would  desert  them  if  com- 
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k^iiea   to   Tijte  directly   on   the  main   question. . 
^^  hey  sough^  by  this  measure  to  strengthen  their ' 
lain  body  c^f  well-trained   troops,  by  the  acces- , 
hn   of  the«irregular  militia   who  could  not  be  j 
ilied  on  in*  desperate  charge.  Take,  for  another  , 
Utance.  Ms.  Burke's  motion  for  leave  to  bring  : 
his  famclus  bill  "for  composing  the  present  i 
>ubles  and  for  quieting  the  minds  of  His  Ma- 
ity's  subjejtts  in  America."     After  the  previous  j 
lestion  is  ^loved.  the  whole  subject  opened  by  j 
■Tie  motion  's  debated  by  the  great  champions  on  i 
lather  side  who  entered  on  the  controversy.  I 
P  I   believe,    sir,  that  some  confusion  has   been  j 
rown  on   ^he  subject  of  the  previous  question  | 
confusioji.   from    which    even    the    luminous ; 
ind  of  the  f;ompiler  of  our  Manual,  Mr.  Jeffer- ' 
n,  was  nc^  thoroughly   free)  by  supposing   it 
igned    toj  suppress    unpleasant  discussions,  in- 
}ead  of  unaleasant  decisions.     The  fact  is,  that 
rmeriy  th3  discussions  in  the  English  House  of 
ommons  vijere  not  designed  at  all  for  the  pub- 
c  ear,  but  ^oiely  for  the  members  of  the  House, 
here  are  ^/arious  orders,  collected   by   Hatsell, 
rbiddingt^eClerkand  his  assistants  from  taking 
liiotes,  or  permitting  copies    to  go   forth,  ot   any 
Jj  rguraents  ir  speeches  made  in  the  House.    And 
« re  know  ijiat  when  Dr.  Johnson  first  published 
i  lose    speciinens  of   British    Parliamentary    elo- 
^  ueoce,  whjch  spread  its  fame  through  the  world, 
f  e  was  corofpelled    to   throw  over   bis  design  the 
;    eil  of  fiction.     They    were    announced  as    the 
♦.  ebaies   of}'"  the   Senate   of  Lilliput,"  and    the 
^•peakers  wire  designated  by  the  most  barbarous 
ijppellationJ.      To     this    day     a     publication     of 
'-—  -no* 


ipeeches  m*de  in  either  House  of 


final  votes 
ever  some 


"jpeecnes  mt^ae  in  eimer  nuuM:  ui  Parliament  is. 
JjQ  strictnesf,  regarded  as  a  contempt,  and  may 
>e  punishetj  as  such.  In  a  body,  whose  discus- 
ilions  were  pot  designed  for  the  public,  and  whose 
^iroceedingi  were  known  only  by  their 
fund  orders.^composed  of  men  who  had 
iVrievancesHo  allege,  who  claimed  the  privilege 
Jof  free  speaking,  so  essential  for  the  exercise  of 
•phat  right,  .aad  whose  plain  habits  of  discourse 
v^ere  free  from  the  fastidious  delicacy  of  latter 
^ilays;  all  Subjects,  from  which  the  fear  of  royal 
*{ndignatiot|  did  not  restrain  them,  were  freely 
3Laoaied  io*and  fro,  until  the  House  was  ready  to 
^ct  or  to  Ueclare  its  determination  not  to  act 
.;»1upon  them  The  previous  question  could  not  be 
>tised  to  pr»  vent  the  discussion  of  an  unpleasant 
•'  isubject.  I 'or.  whether  the  previous  question  was 
« Icalled  or  aot,  every  member  had  a  right  to  be 
X?heard  onc^  on  the  main  question. 
2  The  previous  question  in  the  English  House 
*|of  Commtins  deprived  no  member  of  the  right  to 
''amend  the|  main  question.  It  has  indeed  been 
imade  a  dc^ubt  whether  an  amendment  could  be 
^received,  li  offered  after  the  previous  question  had 
fibeen  movj?d  and  seconded,  and  proposed  from 
i*the  Chairt  Among  the  arguments  by  which 
Vthis  doubu  was  repelled,  it  has  been  ob>erved 
lethal  to  reltjse  the  amendment  because  not  before 
V  offered,  Wfuld  be  to  put  it  ''in  the  power  of  any 
^'  two  menlbers  by  moving  and  seconding  the  pre- 
y  '  Tious  quislion.  immediately  after  the  main  ques- 
tion is  proposed,  to  deprive  the  House  of  that 


'  power  which  they  ought  to  have  in  all  io- 
'  stances  of  amending  and  altering  any  question 
'  proposed  to  them."  On  the  other  hand,  those 
who  entertained  this  doubt  answered.  "  no  incon- 
,  venience  can  arise  from  the  doctrine  ;  for,  if 
.  before  the  previous  question  is  proposed  from 
the  Chair,  though  it  should  have  been  moved 
and  seconded,  any  member  should  inform  the 
'  House  that  he  wished  to  make  amendments  to 
'  the  main  question,  be  will  then  certainly  be  at 
'  liberty  to  do  it,  and  the  Speaker,  supported  by 
'  the  House,  will  give  that  priority  to  the  rooiioa 
'  for  amending,  to  the  motion  for  the  previous 
'  question,  which  common  ?ense  require?."  How- 
ever this  doubt  may  be  decided,  all  concur  in  de- 
claring that  in  the  English  House  of  Commons 
the  previous  question  cannot  preclude  the  exer- 
cise of  the  undoubted  right  '  in  all  instances  of 
amending  and  altering  any  question  proposed  to 
them,"  nor  can  it  supersede  that  '"  priority  for 
amendments"  which  "common  sense  requires." 
No.  sir,  it  was  reserved  for  us  in  this  age  of  illu- 
mination, and  in  this  freest  of  all  free  Govern- 
ments, to  adopt  a  rule  which  sets  common  sense 
at  defiance,  and  prohibits  the  exercise  of  undoubt- 
ed Parliamentary  right.  It  was  reserved  for  us 
to  declare  that  the  previous  question  shall  have 
priority  of  a  motion  to  amend. 

If  we  can  find  no  sanction  for  our  rule  in 
the  previous  question  of  the  British  Parliament, 
let  Us  examine  how  far  it  is  founded  on  Ameri- 
can precedents.  Here  we  shall  discover  an  early 
departure  from  the  European  management  of  the 
previous  question  ;  but  a  departure  strictly  consis- 
tent with  the  legitimate  purpose  of  such  a  ques- 
tion, and  whichiar  from  shackling  legislative  free- 
dom.simplified  the  rule,  while  it  afforded  lull  lati- 
tude for  discussion  and  amendment.  If  we  will 
examine  the  journals  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, we  shall  perceive  their  practice  to  have 
been  to  regard  the  previous  question,  as  a  motion 
to  set  aside  the  main  question,  which  was  of 
course  a  distinct  proposition,  and  open  like  all 
others  for  free  debate.  To  this  proposition  the 
debate  was  confined.  If  the  main  question  was 
I  set  a^ide,  the  debate  proceeded  no  further.  If  the 
:  motion  to  set  aside  the  main  question  did  not 
;  prevail,  it  was  then  before  the  House  unaffected 
by  thi>  motion,  and  necessarily  in  a  situation  to 
!  receive  such  a  disposition  as  the  House  thought 
proper  to  give  it.  Postponement,  amendment, 
debate,  were  then  as  completely  in  order,  as  be- 
fore the  unsuccessful  motion  had  been  made. 
This  was  truly  an  improvement  of  the  old  rule; 
an  American  graft  upon  the  British  stock.  Sim- 
plicity of  debate  was  promoted  by  confining  the 
controversy,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  propriety 
of  taking  the  main  question — not  only  unpleasant 
decisions,  but  unpleasant  and  unnecessary  discus- 
sions might  be  thus  prevented.  If  on  the  prelim- 
inary inquiry,  thesubject  was  pronounced  a  prof>er 
one  for  the  decision  of  Congress,  there  was  then 
Lcope  for  the  exercise  of  their  unshackled  wisdom 
in  regard  to  it.  Two  instances  will  be  sufficient 
to  show  this  American  usage  of  the  previous 
question,  in  the  Continental  Congress.     "A  mo- 
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tion  was  made  to  resolve  that  the  members  of 
this  House  keep  secret  from  all  but  the  members 
of  this  House,  under  like  obligations  of  secrecy, 
such  information  as  may  be  derived  from  an  in- 
spection of  the  papers  of  the  committee  of  secret 
correspondence,  or  from  hearing  the  same  read." 
After  debate,  the  previous  question  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Duer — ten  States  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
"and  so  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  main  question  was  set  aside."  Again,  on 
Friday,  July  25th,  1788,  '•  the  following  proposi- 
'  lien  being  under  debate,  viz  :  that  the  Secretary 
'  at  War  direct  the  detachment  of  troops  marching 
'  to  the  westward,  to  rendezvous  at  Easton  in 
'  Pennsylvania,  and  from  thence  into  the  county 
'  of  Luzerne,  for  quelling  the  disturbances  in  that 
'  county, provided  the  Executive  Council  of  Penn- 
'  sylvaoia,  shall  Hod  the  assistance  of  those  troops 
'  necessary,  and  provided  that  the  said  troops  shall 

*  not  be  delayed  in  their  march  to  the  Ohio,  more 

*  than  two  weeks;  the  previousquestion  wasmoved 
'  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  anJ  seconded  by  the 
'  State  of  Massachusetts,  viz  :  'that  the  main  ques- 
'  tion  be  not  now  put,'  and  on  the  question  to 
'  agree  to  the  previous  question,  the  question  was 
'  lost — on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  ques- 
'  Hon,  It  was  resolved  iu  the  affirmative." 

In  the  year  following.  Congress  convened  under 
the  pre5ent  Constitution.     In  the  Hou^e  of  Rep-  | 
resentatives  one  of  the  first  acts  was  to  establish  i 
rules  of  proceeding  ;  and  the  committee  on  whom 
this  duty  was   imposed,  consisted  of  gentlemen,  | 
many  of  whom  had  served  their  country  in  the  I 
Continental  Congress,  and   among   whom,  with  ; 
high  claims  to  distinction,  was  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  United  States.     It  is  manifest 
that  this  committee  and  the  House  regarded  the 
previous  question  precisely  as  it  had  been  viewed 
in  the  Old  Congress,  as  a  preliminary  inquiry  into 
the  propriety  of  the  main  question,  which,  if  de- 
cided favorably  to  a  hearing  of  that  main  ques- 
tion, left  it  perfectly  free  to  the  sound  discretion 
of  the  House.     They,  indeed,  altered  the  form  of 
putting  the  previous  question,  from  the  negative 
to  the  affirmative  style  of  interrogation.     "The 
previous  question  shall  be  in  this  form,  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?"    They  also  required 
that  five  members  should  concur  in  asking  for  it. 
"It  shall   only   be  admitted   when  demanded  by 
five  members."     They  limited  the  debate  on  this 
preliminary  inquiry:  "On  a  previous  question, no 
member   shall   speak   more   than    once   without 
leave,"    whereas,  on   other  questions,  he  had  a 
right  to  speak  twice;  but.  in  the  full  spirit  of  the 
established  American  practice,  they  confined  the 
debate  to  the  previousquestion  until  that  was  de- 
cided, and  only  until  then — "Until  the  previous 
question  is  decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  amend- 
ment and  further  debate  of  the  main  question" — 
unequivocally   evincing  that    "amendment    and 
further  debate  of  the  main  question,"  might  take 
place  after  decision  of  the  previous  question.   And 
this,  sir,  was  ihe  clear,  settled,  undeviating  expo- 
sition of  this  rule,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
after  its  adoption  by  this  House.    I  will  prove  this 
p>osiiion  by  irrefragable  testimony.     In  the  sec- 


ond session  of  the  Third  Congress  a  resolution 
was  moved.  "  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  be  requested  to  cause  an  asceriainmeai  to 
be  made  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  officers  of 
Grovernment.  and  other  citizeps,  on  their  proper- 
ty, (io  consequence  of  their  exertions  in  support 
of  the  laws.)  by  the  insurgents  io  the  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania."  Upon  this  resoluiioa 
"the  previous  question  was  called  for  by  five 
'  members,  to  wit,  Shall  the  main  question  to 
'  agree  to  the  said  resolution  be  now  put?  It  was 

•  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  52,  nays  31. 
'  The  said  resolution  was  then  amended  at  the 
'  Clerk's  table;  and  the  mam  question  being  put 
'  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution, 
'  amended  to  read  as  followeth  :  '  Resolved,  That 
'  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
'  to  cause  an  ascertainment  to  be  made  of  the 
'  losses  sustained  by  the  officers  of  Government, 

-  and  other  citizens,  by  the  actual  destruction  of 
'  their  property  (in  consequence  of  their  exertions 
'  in  support  of  the  laws)  by  the  insurgents  in  the 
'  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  together  with 
'  a  representation  of  the  particular  condition  of 

•  the  respective  sufferers  in  relation  to  their  abil- 
'  ity  to  prosecute  their  several  claims,  and  recover 
'  at  law  satisfaction  from  the  insurgent  aggres- 
'  sors.'  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative."  Here 
was  amendment  after  a  decision  that  the  main 
question  should  now  be  put.  We  had  no  Sir 
Henry  Vane  then  to  explain  to  us  this  emphatic 
noir.  In  the  second  session  of  the  Fifth  Congress, 
(Thursday,  5ih  April,  1798,)  a  motion  was  made. 
"  that  the  instructions  and  despatches  from  the 
'  Envoys  Extraordinary  to  the  French  Republic, 
'  communicated  on   the  3d  instant  by  the  Presi- 

•  dent  of  the  United  States,  be  published."  The 
motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  who  re- 
ported a  disagreement  to  the  proposition.  The 
report  being  under  consideration,  a  motion  was 
made  and  seconded,  that  the  House  concur  with 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Whereupon  the  pre- 
vious question  was  called  for  by  five  members,  to 
wit:  "Shall  the  main  question,  to  agree  to  the 
'  said  motion,  be  now  put?  It  was  decided  in  the 

•  affirmative.  And  then,  debate  arising  on  the  said 
'  main  question,  an  adjournment  was  called  for; 
■  whereupon  the  several  orders  of  the  day  were 
'  postponed,  and  the  House  adjourned."  Oa  the 
succeeding  day.  "the  House  resumed  the  consid- 

'  '  eration  of  the  said  main  question  ;  whereupon 
j  '  ordered,  that  the  further  consideration  be  post- 
'  poned  until  this  day  week."  Here  the  mam 
question  was  not  only  debated,  but  postponed, 
after  a  decision  that  it  should  now  be  put.  This, 
sir,  was  in  1798,  in  the  days  which  have  been 
falsely  called  '•  the  days  of  terror ;"  but  which  I 
feel  a  pride  in  showing  were  the  days  of  correct 
principles.  We  had  not  then  discovered  how  to 
construe  away  the  rights  of  the  people  or  their 
representatives,  by  a  verbal  criticism  on  the  ad- 
verb -now."  This  illustrious  discovery  was  re- 
served for  the  genius  of  modern  republicanism. 

The  first  attempt  that  was  ever  made  to  destroy 
the  freedom  of  debate  by  a  perversion  of  the  pre- 
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0U3  quest'on,  was  resisted  as  it  should  be — I 
ak  ii  to  tite  honor  of  this  House— was  resisted 
a  solemif  and  almost  unanimous  proleJt.  It 
V  las  on  the  ifcth  December,  1807,  when  the  Speak- 
V^'s  chair  wis  occupied  by  a  gentleman  from  Mas- 
5|chuseits,  ^ho  perhaps  on  that  account  claimed 
|k  N  be  regard;d  as  the  lineal  successor  of  Sir  Henry 
ane,  and  therefore  the  best  expositor  of  his  in- 
ntion.  O^  a  motion  for  referring  the  memorial 
sundry  rierchanus  of  Philadelphia  to  a  Cora- 
.Initlee  of  th^  whole  House,  the  previous  question 
iilas  called  for,  and  on  being  taken  in  the  form 
yrescribed.  ^' Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
I  ut?"  it  wis  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  The 
niiaia  questijn  on  the  reference  of  the  memorial 
fjien  occurrlDg,  "Mr.  Ely,  one  of  the  members 
»  jlfrom  Massachusetts,  addressed  the  Chair,  and 
\  jiwas  proceeding  in  some  remarks  touching  the 
{  ^merits  ofithe  said  main  question,  when  Mr. 
\  jiSpeaker  called  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
j^fo  order,  aid  decided,  as  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
^ihat  after  jhe  previous  question  is  called  for  and 
answered  In  the  affirmative,  it  precludes  all  de- 
bate on  tie  main  question  ;  whereupon  an  ap- 
peal to  tie  House,  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  wai  made  by  Mr-  Randolph,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Bibb  ^'  and  the  sfS'id  decision  being  again 
th^t  after  the  previous  question  is  called 

pre- 
the 


It 


\t 


ytated, 

a  for,  and  retermined   in   the  affirmative, 

rTcludes  al^  debate  on   the  main   question, 

uestion  w»s  taken  thereon,  to  wit :  •'  Is  the  said 

ecision  of  j^he  Chair  correct  ?"  and  passed  in  the 

egative  b^  yeas  and   nays — yeas  14,  nays  103. 

he  principle  of  freedom   asserted  in  this  deci- 

,gion,   was  Reasserted   with  equal  solemnity  and 

htinion  of  opinion  in  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

cfcn  the  1st  pecember,  1808,  a  resolution  was  pend- 

»|ne  in  the  following  words.  "Resolved,  That  the 

J5  United  Siwtes  cannot,  without  a  sacrifice  of  their 

rights,  ho^ior,  and  independence,  submit  to  the 

late  edictf  of  Great  Britain.'' 

'•On    m'ition   of  Mr.  Gardenier   the  previous 

^question  fhereon   was  demanded  by  five  mem- 

1^  bers,  to  v4it :  Shall  the  main  question   be  now 

riput?  andjthe  said  previous  question  being  taken, 

••    it  was  rei^lved  in  the  affirmative.     A  question 

4*  of  order  I  .'ing  then  called  for.  to  wit :  Is  the  main 

|4  question  iopen  to  further  debate?    Mr.  Speaker 

If-  declared  Jhat,  conformably  to  the  determination 

\  of  the  Hi*use  on  the  fifteenth  of  December  last, 

it  did  nodprecluJe  debate  on  the  main  question. 

From   wjiich  decision   of  the  Chair  an  appeal 

was  mad'  to  the  House  by  Mr.  David  R.  Wil- 

V  liams,  aril,  the  same  being  seconded,  the  ques- 

^'  lion  was. stated  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  wit:  Is  the 

^'  decision  %<{  the  Chair  correct?  and,  debate  aris- 

*•  ing  there^jn,  the  House  adjourned."   On  the  next 

day  the  H^use  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

question  c4'  appeal,  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair 

Ibeing  agafn  read,  the  question  was  put  ''Is  the 

'said  decisijjn  of  the  Chair  correct?  it  was  resolved 

10    the  afi^mative   by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  101. 

nays  18."  .  It  was  impossible  that  any  rule  should 

be  more  completely  settled,  both  by  uninterrupted 

usajre  aniL  solemn  deliberate  adjudications,  than 

:  ule  of  the    previous  question   in  this 


wai  the 


House.  It  was  a  rule  perfectly  consistent  with 
good  sense,  with  ih»»  requisite  independence  of 
the  members  of  the  House,  and  with  the  right  of 
the  free  people  whom  they  represented.  It  pre- 
served decorum  ;  it  had  a  tendency  to  prevent 
unnecessary  discussions ;  it  superseded  improper 
questions,  while  it  left  perfectly  untouched  the 
fundamental  principles  of  parliamentary  and  po- 
litical freedom.  Thus,  sir,  it  continued  the  more 
firm,  for  the  impotent  attempts  which  had  been 
made  to  pervert  it — and  the  belter  understood, 
from  the  blunders  which  its  examination  had  ex- 
posed. Such  was  the  slate  of  things  when,  on 
the  memorable  night  of  ihe  27th  February,  1811, 
the  monster,  which  we  now  call  the  previous 
question,  was  ushered  into  existence,  and  utterly 
supplanted  the  harmless,  useful  being,  whose  name 
it  usurped. 

Sir,  of  the  proceedings  of  that  night  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge.  The  Journals,  however,  re- 
cord them  with  a  fidelity  which,  however  to  be 
lamented  on  other  accounts,  is  essential  to  the  in- 
terests of  truth.  The  House,  after  a  busy  day,  and 
a  short  recess  fur  dinner,  met  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening;  they  then  resum^  the  consideration  of 
certain  amendments,  reported  by  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  a  supplemental  bill  prohibitingcom- 
mercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
question  recurred  to  concur  with  the  last  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Cora  mil  tee.  "Debate  arising, 
'  the  previous  question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Ghol- 
'  son,  and,  being  demanded  by  five  members,  was 

•  taken  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  rules  and 
'orders  of  the  House,  to  wit:  'Shall  the  main 
'  question  be  new  put  V  and  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
'  alive.  After  which  Mr.  Gardenit-r,  one  of  the 
'  members  from  the  State  of  New  York,  was  pro- 
'  ceeding  to  stale  the  main  question,  when  a  mem- 
'  ber  from   Virginia   (Mr.  Gholson)   objected  to 

•  the  right  of  the  member  from  New  York  to  de- 
'  bate  l!ie  main  question,  after  the  previous  ques- 
'  lion  had  been  demanded  by  five  members,  taken 
'  and  decided  in  the  affirmative;  on  which  Mr. 
'  Speaker  decided  that,  according  to  the  practice 
'  of  the  House,  it  was  in  order  to  debate  the  main 
'  question  after  the  previous  question  had  been 
'  taken.  From  which  decision  of  the  Chair  an 
'  appeal  was  made  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Gholson, 
'seconded  bv  two  members;  and  debate  arising 
'on  the  appeal,  a  question  ol  order  was  tiioved  by 
'  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  whether  the  said  appeal  could 
'  be  debated  ?  on  which  Mr.  Speaker  decided  ihat. 
'  conformable  to  the  practice  of  the  House,  it  was 
'  in  order  to  debate  the  said  appeal.  From  which 
'  decision  of  ihe  Chair  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
'  House  by  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  and  seconded  by  two 
■  members.  And  on  the  question.  *Is  the  said  de- 
'  cision  of  the  Chair  correct  V  it  was  df  termined 
'  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  66.  The  ques- 
'  lion  recurred  on  ihe  appeal  first  stated  ;  and  on 
'  the  question,  '  Is  the  .•^aid  decision  of  the  Chair 
'correct?'  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
'  The  main  question  was  then  taken,  to  concur 
'  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  last 
'  amendment,  and  resolved  in  ihe  affirmative.'* 

The  Journal  then  proceeds  to  stale,  that  two 
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successive  amendments  were  moved  by  Mr.  Gar- 
denier, on  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ringgold,  the 
previous  question  was  immediately  called,  debate 
prohibited,  and  the  amendments  rejected.    A  mo- 
tion was  then   made  by  Mr.  Ringgold  that  the 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime  ;  on  which 
motion  the  previous  question   was  called  by  Mr. 
P.  B.  Porter,  and  resolved  in  ihe  affirmative,  and 
the  bill  forced  to  a  third  reading  instantly.     On 
the  tliird  reading,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ringgold,  the 
previous  question  was  again  demanded,  and,  be- 
ing decided  in  theaffirmative,  the  bill  was  passed. 
Here  we  have  the  great  precedent  which  has  fur- 
nished the  rule  for  ihe  subsequent  use  of  the  pre- 
vious question  ;  a  precedent  which  nothing  could 
induce  me  to  examine  and  lay  bare  to  the  public 
inspection,  short  of  an  overruling  sense  of  duty  ; 
a  precedent  stamped    with  every  mark  of  error, 
oppression,  and  abuse  of  power.     It  is  perfectly 
apparent  that  this   night  session  was  holden  for 
the   purpose  of  carrying  this  supplemental  non- 
intercourse  bill  through  all  its  stages.     This  was 
the   holy  end  that   was   to  sanctity  the  requisite 
means.      'Debate  arising."    on    agreeing    to  an 
atneodmeni  reported  by  the  Committee,  "  the  pre- 
vious question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Gholson." 
Now,  sir,  It  is  a  settled  principle  in  parliamentary 
practice,  that  the  previous  question  cannot  be  put 
on   an   amendment.      The   very   question  on  an 
amendment  is,  whether  ''certain  words  shall  be 
inserted  into,  or  remain  pari  of  a  question."    The 
decision  of  the  amendment  '•determines  that  they 
shall  or  shall  not  stand  in  a  particular  place,  and 
has,  iherelore,  all   the   effect  of  a  previous  ques- 
tion."    So  says  Mr.  Jefferson   in  his  manual — 
"Suppose  a  motion  to  postpone,  commit,  or  amend 
'  the  mam  question,  and  that  it  be  moved  to  sup- 
'  press  that  motion  by  putting  the  previous  ques- 
'  tion  on  it.    This  is  not  allowed,  because  it  would 
'  embarrass  questions  too  much  to  allow  them  to 
'  be  piled  on  one  another  several  stories  high,  and 
'  because  the  same  result  may  be  had  in  a  more 
'  simple  way,  by  deciding  against  the  poslpone- 
'  ment,  commitment,  or  amendment."   A  previous 
question  on  an  amendment  is  an  absurdity.     It  is 
a  previous  question  mounted  on  a  previous  ques- 
tion.    But  parliamentary  usage  was  of  no  conse- 
quence.   '•  Debate"  had  ari.sen  on  the  amendment, 
and  this  debate  was  to   be  put  down,  or  the  bill 
might   not  be   passed   that  night.     The  previous 
question  was  therefore  called.     It  being  decided 
that  the  question  on  the  amendment  was  to  be 
put  as  the  main  question,  debate  was  proceeding 
on  ihis  main  question;  but  this  did  not  consist 
wilh  the  will  of  the  majority,  and  debate  was  ob- 
jected to  as  out  of  order.     The  Speaker  declared 
It  in  order,  for  he  had  received  too  impressive  a 
lesson   on  this  point,  to  commit  again  the  error 
which  had  been  so  solemnly  corrected.    It  was  ex- 
pedient, however,  to  overrule  this  decision.   An  ap- 
peal was  therefore  taken.    On  this  appeal  a  debate 
arose,  and  the  Speaker  was  called  on  to  pronounce 
wheilier  debate  on  an  apj)eal  was  in  order.     To 
such  a  question  he  could  return  but  one  answer; 
he  knew,  every  man  in  the  House  knew,  debate 
was  in  order.     The  rule  is  unequivocal  and  ex- 


press, "  on  an  appeal  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  once  without  leave  of  the  House."  But  de- 
bate was  inconvenient,  and,  rule  or  no  rule,  de- 
bate should  not  be  tolerated.  A  second  appeal 
was  then  taken.  Without  a  reason  urged  it  waa 
decided,  in  the  face  of  a  known  and  positive  rule, 
there  could  be  no  debate  on  an  appeal.  It  was 
next  decided,  without  argument,  in  opposition  to 
twenty-two  years  of  uninterrupted  usage,  con- 
firmed by  the  most  solemn  decisions  made  after  a 
full  bearing  and  on  deliberation,  that  there  could 
be  no  debate  on  the  main  question.  Thus  liber- 
ated from  every  restrain^,  and  armed  with  the 
newly  forged  weapon  of  the  previous  question,  a 
mad  majority,  in  ihe  wantonness  of  power,  at  raid- 
night,  when  all  that  was  not  passion  was  stupor, 
proceeded  in  their  career  of  legislation.  The  call 
of  "  previous  question"  negatived  amendment;  a 
second  cry  of  '•  previous  question"  engrossed  the 
bill;  a  third  shout  made  it  a  law.  Yet  this  is 
the  precedent  on  which  our  present  exposition  of 
the  previous  question  rests  for  its  basis !  True, 
we  reject  every  part  of  it,  but  that  which  the  ma- 
jority now  finds  an  interest  in  retaining.  We 
deny  its  propriety  in  forbidding  debate  on  an  ap- 
peal, for  ihree  days  have  not  passed  since  we  sol- 
emnly debated  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker's 
decision.  We  hold  it  erroneous  in  applying  the 
previous  question  to  an  amendment,  and  cause  it 
to  take  efiect  on  the  bill  or  resolution  itself,  step- 
ping over  the  amendment.  But  we  follow  it  as 
a  guide  for  prohibiting  discussion  on  the  main 
question.  It  is,  sir,  a  well  known  rule  of  evidence 
founded  on  common  sense,  that  if  a  witness  man- 
ifest a  disregard  for  truth  in  any  part  of  his  testi- 
mony, the  whole  of  what  he  says  is  discredited. 
You  can.  in  such  a  case,  have  no  security  that  be 
relates  the  truth  at  all.  And  by  the  same  reason, 
when  a  precedent  is  cited  for  the  exposition  of  a 
rule  of  action,  which  bears  on  its  face  a  violation 
of  rule.  It  should  be  thrown  aside  altogether. 

Full  well  do  I  remember  the  first  instance  in 
which  I  witnessed  the  use  of  this  newly  expound- 
ed previous  question,  and  never  shall  I  forget  the 
feelings  which  it  then  excited  m  my  bosom.  It 
was  at  the  first  session  of  last  Congress,  and  on  a 
bill  to  impose  a  direct  tax  of  three  millions  of 
dollars  on  the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  In 
that  bill  we  had  undertaken  to  assess,  without  any 
valuation,  the  precise  sums  which  were  to  be  paid 
by  the  several  counties  in  each  State.  To  remedy 
the  injustice  which  this  hap-hazard  assessment 
must  necessarily  produce,  a  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nesse,  of  great  influence  in  the  House,  (Mr.  Ghi;n- 
DY,)  moved  an  amendment,  restricted  in  its  terms 
to  tne  Stale  of  Tennessee,  authorizing  a  correc- 
tion of  such  injustice  by  the  board  of  assessors 
afier  a  valuation.  The  amendment  was  about  to 
be  adopted  by  an  almost  unanimous  voice,  when 
some  gentleman  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  ex- 
tend us  application  to  another  State.  This  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  It  was  then  moved  to 
amend  it  further,  by  extending  its  provisions  to 
the  parent  State  of  Tennessee,  to  North  Carolina. 
Sir  the  prerious  question  was  called  and  carried. 
The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  the 
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eodiDentrarst  proposed — the  ameDdment  to  it, 

hich  was  Iccepted,  atid  the  further  amendment 

it,  when  *ie  previous  question  was  called,  were 

cltred  to  pe  swept  away  by  this  besom  of  de- 

4  ruction  ;  and  without  debate,  without  an  oppor- 

^  oity    of  acnendmeot.   the   bill    was  engrossed. 

Bach  a  roofe  of  laying  taxes  was  so  abhorrent 
aOm  ail  my  Dotions  of  treedom.  that  new  as  1 
J  as  here — tfa  unfledeed  member — I  dared  to  join 
I  tD  appeal  to  the  House  from  the  decision  of 
l^e  Chair,  ti^d  vainly,  yet  zealously,  exerted  all 
jly  powers  <o  rererse  it.  Use.  sir,  has  rendered 
\le  preriouv- question  more  familiar  to  me.  but  it 
s  not  diminished  my  abhorrence  of  it.  On  the 
ntrary,  us**  has  but  the  more  fully  explained  the 
tested  endii  vrhich  it  can  be  made  to  answer. 
X  times  atjieast  was  the  previous  question  u^ed 
the  last  session  to  put  down  discussion,  and  the 
ercise  of  jepresentative  freedom.  Once  on  a 
1  giving  arbitrary  powers  to  the  deputies  of 
Hectors;  iwice  in  relation  to  the  conscription 
eject ;  thr4e  times  upon  the  mammoth  bank  bill, 
hank  God  ^  it  once  recoiled  with  salutary  vio- 
ce  on  ihc^e  who  used  it.  The  last  stupendous 
heme  of  political  folly  and  wickedness,  (such  1 
emed  it.)  |)wed  its  failure  to  the  use  of  the  pre- 
JUS  nuesti.)n.  Many  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
the  Hous|  know  this  to  be  the  fact. 
By  what  argument  is  this  innovation — this  out- 
^%ge  on  paJiaraentary  law — thus  hostile  to  the 
»|irit,  if  noathe  letter  of  the  Constitution,  to  the 
J^hts  of  th<^  people,  to  the  independence  of  their 
•^resentati^es.  to  the  very  purpose  lor  which 
iiw  is  neede^l — by  what  argument  is  its  jusiifica- 
0)n  aiiemp'ixl^  They  may  be  all  comprised  in 
r^e  word — ;'•  necessity.''  Necessity!  the  excuse 
T  every  fo|ly,  the  pretext  for  every  crime.  \e- 
ssity  I  wb4ch  the  miserable  culprit,  who  steals 
'loaf  to  fe«*i  a  starving  family,  pleads  in  vain  at 
e  bar  of  Jour  criminal  courts,  but  which  sac- 
ssful  tyraiis  in  every  age  have  made  the  apol- 
y  of  theiv  usurpations  on  freedom — necessity 
juires  th^  previous  question.  I  deny  it,  sir  ! 
fcenturies  h-ive  rolled  away  in  England  since  the 
Irms  of  fref  debate  belonged  to  their  Parliament. 
;t  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  this  instrument  of 
"^lercion  nfiver  has  been  there  discovered.  Oar 
*  'ontinentafCoD^ress  managed  the  momentous 
jfiiairs  of  tlis  nation  during  many  years  of  war 
Bbd  revolution, and  they  found  not  this  necessity. 
Tjwenty-twj»  years  had  passed  under  our  present 
»rm  of  GoJernmeni  before  the  necessity  was  pre- 
^nded.  N-^  instance  can  be  shown  of  a  fair  ei- 
j'Cise  of  legislative  power  being  prevented  by  the 
kant  of  anLnlimited  authority  to  silence  discus- 
lou.  And 'unquestionably  before  a  forfeiture  is 
fcreed.  of  vhe  fairest  and  best  privilege  belong- 
|g  to  the  pjople  and  their  Representatives,  one 
/ence,  atjleast,  ought  to  be  clearly  proven. 
I  viBut  a  cas4  may  be  imagined,  in  which  it  might 
'i  't)€  necessary  to  have  this  supreme  control  over 
;  ifhe  right  ci"  speech.  Suppose  the  last  day  of  the 
l^ession.  ai|d  a  law  highly  salutary  about  to  be 
J  Henacted,  wjiiich  a  few  obstinate  members  are  re- 
'  ipolved  to  'efeat  by  protracted  debate,  it  would 
pe  necessa|y  in  this  case  to  silence  them."     Sir, 


there  is  no  species  of  political  empiricism  more 
dangerous  than  to  make  rules  of  ordinary  appli- 
cation, with  a  view  to  extreme  and  barely  possi- 
ble cases.     It  is,  in  the  language  of  the  immortal 
Burke.  "  to  make  the  medicine  of  the  Constitu- 
tion Its  daily  bread."     Extreme  cases  carry  their 
remedies  with  them.    But  I  see  no  such  necessity 
in  the  case  supposed.     If  the  law  be  essential  the 
next  Congress  may  pass  it ;  and,  if  the  ordinary 
delay  be  injurious,  it  may  be  immediately  con- 
vened.    But,  then,  "laws  cannot  be  enacted  with 
convenient  despatch."     Let  us   not   indulge  the 
chimerical  hope  of  a  Government  exempt  from 
every  political   inconvenience,  more  than  of  an 
animal  existence  iree  from  the  infirmities  of  na- 
ture.    The  ponderous  strength  of  the  elephant, 
and  the  swiftness  of  the  greyhound,  are  not  found 
united.    The  vigor  and  promptitude  of  despotism 
accord  not  with  the  freedom  and  public  virtue  of 
republican  Governments.     While  we  enjoy  the 
invaluable  blessing  of  liberty,  let  us  not  murmur 
at   tht  trivial  price  we  pay.     Despatch,  in  law- 
making, is  inconsistent  with  deliberative  freedom. 
Fortunately  it  is  not  in  itself  a  quality  of  great 
value.     Despatch  is  essential  in  the  execution  of 
laws,  but  salutary  caution  should  preside  in  the 
making  of  them.    Five  limes  in  the  course  of  the 
last  session  this  "  necessity"  for  speedy  legislation 
forced  the  previous  question  on  the  bank  and  con- 
scription bills;  yet  so  purely  imaginary  was  this 
"necessity,"  that  no  legislation  took  place  upon 
them — none  were  enacted  into  laws.     An  intelli- 
gent individual  is  now  scarcely  to  be  found  in  the 
United  States  who  will  not  admit  that  the  non- 
iniercoarse  project,  to  establish  which,  with  con- 
venient expedition,  was  the  juslifyiog  end  of  the 
first  outrage  on  free  debate,  was  beyond  measure 
silly  and  mischievous.  Legislate  in  haste,  and  you 
are  sure  to  repent  at  leisure.    But  jt  is  "  necessary 
there  should  be  a  power  to  correct  abuses  of  the 
right  of  speech."     I  admit  you   have  the  legiti- 
mate power  to  correct  abuses,  but  you  have  none 
to  abolish  the  right.    You  may  correct  them,  if  it 
is  found  expedient,  by  restricting  still  more  the 
frequency  of  speeches;  by  permitting  wide  and 
general  discussions  only  on  subjects  which  fitly 
bring  into  view  the  state  of  the  nation  ;  by  ad- 
monition from  the  Chair  against  casual  wander- 
ings; by  the  censure  of  the  House  for  obstinate 
and  contemptuous  abuses  of  its  patience;  by  as- 
signing specific   days  for  specific   business,  and 
continuing  thesession  until  ihe  business  be  done; 
and,  above  all,  by  the  most  powerful  of  all  cor- 
rectives— by  marked  inattention  to  the  efifusions 
of  vanity  and  folly.   The  two  last  remedies  which 
I  have  mentioned,  have  been  found  all-suflBcient 
in   the  British   House   of   Commons.     A  debate 
there,  on  an  interesting  subject,  takes  place  at  the 
appointed   day,  and   is  scarcely  ever   adjourned 
over.     If  the  prolongation  of  debate  here,  from 
day  to  day.  be  injurious  to  the  public   business, 
why  do  we  adjourn  it  from  day  to  day  ?   Say  not 
that  you  put  down  freedom  of  speech  from  "ne- 
cessity." when  you  are  governed  merely  by  the 
fear  of  a  cold  dinner.     Inattention  to  vanity  and 
folly  I  hold  also  to  be  a  justifiable  and  an  effectual 
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remedy.     Not  that  I  would  consent  to  put  down    Such  is  the  language  to  the  majority.    It  is  your 

I  1  -.: ..i^lxi     nniciic       nr    anv       nritrilorra   trt  r1o/*l<lp     hilt    ihp  minnriltr  Kav*   a    ri<rht 


a  speaker  by  conversation,  rude   noises,  or  any 
such  indecent  expressions  of  dissatisfaction,  but 
wiien  the  love  of  talking  evidently  got  the  better 
of  modesty  and  good  sense,   and  this  superiority 
was  often  manifested,  the  orator  should  declaim 
to  empty   benches.     Every  man   has  a  right  to 
speak,  but  every  man  has  also  an  imprescriptible 
right  to  rescue  his  ears  and  his  brain  from  the  in- 
vasion of  nonsense.    This  remedy  might  not  pro- 
duce an   instantaneous  cure,  but  it   would  prove 
efficacious  in  the  end  ;  at  least  as  efficacious  as 
most   remedies  for   the  disorders  which  infest  a 
political  community.     It  is  not  more  essential  to 
the  well-being  of  this  body  to  prevent  abuses  of 
the  freedom  of  speech,  than  to  the  well-being  of 
the  State  to  prevent  abuses  of  the  freedom  of  ac- 
tion.   Because  crimes  occasionally  escape  unpun- 
ished from  defects,  either  '•  in  the  evidence  in  the 
law,  or  the  application  of  the  law,"  does  it  there- 
fore become  "necessary"  to  abolish  civil  liberty 
through  the  land?     So  with  all  your  correctives 
there   will   be  occasional  trespasses  on  decorum, 
by  unnecessary  and  tedious  harangues.     But  is  it 
on  that  account  necessary  to  put  the  Houie  under 
martial  tyranny  ?     Will  you  cure  a  wen  by  cut- 
ting off  the  head  ?    Redress  abuse  by  annihilaling 
right  ? 

''But  the  majority  have  a  right  to  govern.    It  j 
is  for  them  to  »ay  when  discussion  shall  end  and 
action  begin."    If  by  right,  sir.  he  meant  power.  | 
the  assertion  is  correct.     Or,  if  by  government  be  j 
meant  only  regulation  within  the  compact  of  as-  ; 
sociation.  it   is  equally  correct.      But  that  a  nu- 
merical  majority  of  any   society    has  a  perfect 
right  to  do  as  it  pleases,  is   the  most  impious  of 
political  heresies  ;  and  a  majority,  acting  on  such 
an  assumption,  is  the  most  dreadful  of  all  despo- 
tisms.    The  primary  object  of  law  is  an  associa- 
tion, of  equals,  the  fundamental  principle  of  the 
compact  IS   to  restrict  the   physical  sovereignty 
within  moral  limits.     In  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment this  13  done  by  Constitutional  charters,  by 
specific  delegations  of  power  to  distinct  and  ac- 
countable agents,   by  oaths,   by  the   influence  of 
patriotism,  and  love  of   fame.    In  Governments 
not  republican,  it  is  effected  by  creating  a  politi- 
cal  distinct   from   the   physical  sovereignly ;  by 
vesting  the  power  of  the  Government  in  a  king 
or  an  aristocracy.     Sir,  a  majority  uncontrolled 
by  rule — unlimited  in  power — unembarrassed  by 
impediments  to  action — find  it  where  you  maV; 
in  a  nation,  in  a  village,  in  a  deliberative  body — is 
misrule,  tyranny,  oppression,  caprice,  cruelty  and 
confusion;  anything  but  free  government.     The 
majority  here,  like   majorities  elsewhere,  where 
civil  and    political   liberty  prevails,  have  a  right 
to  govern  according  to  the   prescribed  rule  ;  and 
when  a  rule  is  about  to  be  formed  for  limiting  their 


privilege  to  decide,  but  the  minority  have  a  right 
to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it   is  a  maxim   in  the   bill  of 
rights  of  the  Constitution  of  that  State,  to  which 
you,  (Mr.  Yancey)  and  myself,  have  the  honor 
to  belong,  that  "a  frequent  recurrence  to  funda- 
mental principles  is  necessary  to  the  preservation 
of  political  liberty."     In  the  bustle  of  incessant 
action,  in  the  animated  contests  of  parties,  goad- 
ing and   goaded  by  each  other,  in  the  paroxysms 
of  political  fever,  these  principles  will  be  forgot- 
ten.    It  is  prudence,  it  is  duly,  to  avail  ourselves 
of  a  sea^ion  when   passion   is  lulled  and   reason 
is  free  to  act.  when  the  preternatural  excitement 
has   abated ;   to   review   past  errors   and    guard 
against  their  recurrence.     The  rule   in  question 
ought  not  to  exist.    No  majority  should  be  trusted 
with  it.     A  majority  never  can   be  found  who 
will  use  it  discreetly.     The  day  you  make  a  man 
a  slave,  it  has  been  said,  you  deprive  him  of  half 
his  virtue.     The  day  you  make  him  a  despot  yeu 
rob    him  of   all.     Human  nature  cannot  endure 
unlimited    power,   and    bodies  of   men   are   not 
more  discreet  in  their  tyranny  taan   individual 
tyrant?.     This  rule  is  not  needed  for  any  legiti- 
mate purpose.     Every  one  of  its  fair  objects  may 
be  answered  either  by  a  motion  to  postpone  to  a 
day  certain,  or  by  the  motion  for  iadefinite  post- 
ponement.     I   speak   in    this    respect   from  ex- 
perience.    Ten   years  since,  on  a  revisal  of  the 
rules  of  order  in  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  the  previous 
question  was  expunged.     It  has  never  since  been 
known  there,  nor  has  any  subsequent  Legislature 
experienced  inconvenience  from  the  want  of  it. 

This  moment  is  peculiarly  favorable  for  an 
impartial  decision  on  the  proposition  before  us. 
The  return  of  peace  has  brought  about  aneworder 
of  things,  which  must  befoUowed  by  modifications 
of  parties  impossible  to  be  distinctly  foreseen.  In- 
terests which  have  been  heretofore  opposed  will 
be  found  acting  in  concert;  and  jealousies  and 
enmities,  which  a  common  feeling  has  suppressed, 
will  be  roused  into  activity.  There  are  few, 
perhaps  there  is  no  intelligent  member  of  this 
body,  in  whose  theories  and  maxims  of  political 
'  philosophy,  the  changes  and  trials  though  which 
we  have  passed,  have  not  produced  some  altera- 
1  tlon.  Besides,  an  event  approaches,  which  in 
every  free  country  is  necessarily  accompanied 
by  party  mutations;  the  ExecutiTC  power  is  about 
to  change  hands.  At  this  moment  no  one  can 
confidently  pronounce  whether  before  this  Con- 
Tress  closes  he  will  be  found  among  the  majority 
or  minority  of  the  House.  This  then  is  the 
auspicious  moment  for  putting  down,  with  one 
consent,  this  odious  tyranny.      The  victims  of 


„-^„, -~~ ,-■--,—  -, ,    ",  onnression  «;hould  disdain  to  become  its  instru- 

action,  It  should  be  a  rule  which  may  indeed  pro-  ,  ^PJ^^^f'^^^e  po"  essors  of  arbitrary  power  know 
tect  the  rights  of  which  it  affects  to  have  a  care,  i  ™enis,    lue  po.sessu        _      ;^^.^   ^    ^,^^,  .^^ 

Not  a  nominal  rule,  which  imposes  no  restraint. 
Not  a  rule  which  leaves  every  right  to  the  mercy 
of  unlimited  sway.  "  Strike."  said  the  illustrious 
Athenian  to  his  commander,  '•  but  hear  me."  The 
first    may   be    your   right,  the   tecond   is   mine. 


not  how  soon  they  may  be  compelled  to  feel  its 
injustice. 

The  Committee  rose,  without  coming  to  any 
decision  on  the  question  ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 
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Saturday.  January  20. 
Mr.  Ath  *<RTON  presented  a  petition  of  the  own- 

of  six  citton  spinning  mills,  in  the  townb  of 
ew  Ipswich  and  Mason  in  the  Slate  of  New 
ampshire^^praying  that  the  importation  of  cot- 
|D  goods  (hora  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
ope  may  \e  prohibited,  and  that  additional  du- 
s  may  b^  imposed  on  cotton  goods  imported 

m  other -places. — Referred  to  the  Committee 

Commeij^e  and  Manufactures. 
Mr.   BcR^'ELL    presented   a    memorial   of  Dr. 
mes  Smiijh,  the  agent  appointed  in  pursuance 

the  act  o|  the  27th  of  February,  1813,  •*  to  co- 
urage vaccination,"  containing  such  represen- 
tions  as  Jje  believes  will  induce  Congress  to 
ve  that  fujther  and  more  ample  encouragement 

vaccioatitn  which   the  welfare  and   happiness 

our  courftry  so  imperiously  demand,  accom- 
nied  with;  the  outlines  of  a  plan  for  the  more 
ectuai  ent:ouragement   of   vaccination   in    the 

ited   Slaves;   which   was  referred   to   Messrs. 

RWELL.  QoNDICT,  CraWFORD,  GoLDSBGRGUGH, 

d  HansoJi. 

CoNijicT,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 

a  report,  which 


'Mr. 


t4d   Unfinished   Business,  made 
'|as  orderec  to  lie  on  the  table. 
[Mr.  SpEjtKER   laid   before   the  House  a  letter 
)m  the    Commissioner   of  the    General    Land 
ce,  tranjinitting  a  report  of  the  land  commis- 
jners  for  »he  western  district  of  the  late  Terri- 
y  oi  Orleiins,  now  Siate  of  Louisiana;  which 
s  referred   to   the   Committee  on   the  Public 
'iods.  I 

A  Messagv  received  yesterday  from  the  Presi- 
NT.  was  oAened  and  read.  It  transmits  a  staie- 
int  of  ocijurrences  at  Fort  Jackson,  iu  1814, 
aring  the  jiegotiation  of  a  treaty  wiih  the  In- 
fins,  and  ijecommends  a  compliance  with  the 
^jshes  of  tti?  friendly  Indians,  in  granting  cer- 
;!  n  lands  tj  General  Jackson  and  others.  The 
Iressage  wa* referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
i^nds.  ) 

;A  messagtjfrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
'^t  the  Sejiate  disagree  to  the  bill  from  this 
ipuse,  eniiiid  '"An  act  to  regulate  the  commerce 

♦itween  the^United  States  and  the  territories  of 

Sis  Britannrc  Majesty,  according  to  the  conven- 
.,n  conclud^'d  the  3d  day  of  July  1815,  and  the 
»lifications{of  which  were  exchanged  on  the 
id  day  of  December,  1815. 
K)n  motio^  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  Secretary  of 
ie  Treasury  was  required  to  lay  before  the  House 
I  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
^  Treasure,  (distinguishing  the  duties  on  ira- 

|>«rts  and  toiinage,  and  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
'pro  the  otner  sources  of  revenue  ;  and  distin- 
iishing  ih*^  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
)-my,  of  tKf.'  Indian  Department,  of  the  Navy, 
'yi  of  Forejgn  Intercourse,)  from  the  3d  day  of 
jarch,  17891  up  to  the  last  accounts  made  up  at 
,4;  Treasurf. 

The  Hou#e  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
|il  from  thji  Senate  respecting  the  convention 
t  regulate  t^oramerce  between  the  territories  of 
^e  United  ^tates  and  Great  Britain,  which  bill 
ir.  FoHSYT^  had  moved  to  reject,  Mr.  Hanson 


r 


had  moved    to  postpone  indefinitely,  and  which 
was  finally  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Hanson's  motTon  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative;  Mr.  Forsyth  withdrew 
his  motion  ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  remainder  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  embracing  sundry  propo- 
sitions in  respect  to  the  revenue. 

The  resolve  first  in  order  having  been  read,  in 
the  following  words  : 

Resolved,  That  is  expedient  »o  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Governmcut  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same,"  passed  on  the  9th  January,  1815,  as  to  reduce 
the  direct  tax  to  be  levied  for  the  year  1816,  and  suc- 
ceeding years,  to  three  millions  ;  and,  also,  so  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  passed  on  the  27ih  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1815,  as  to  reduce  the  direct  tax  to  be  levied 
therein,  annnally,  to  $9,999  20. 

Mr.  Lowndes  entered  into  a  defence  of  the 
measure  ;  the  effect  of  which,  he  said,  was  nothing 
else  than  to  take  away  certain  taxes  of  the  people, 
and  to  substitute  in  their  stead  others  that  would 
be  less  severely  felt.  In  answer  to  an  assertion 
made  by  Mr.  Randolph  on  a  former  day.  that 
the  permanent  duties  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
public  exigencies  without  resorting  to  doable  ones, 
he  begged  the  House  to  recollect  th.it.  in  the  year 
1818,  the  demands  upon  the  public  Treasury 
would  be  ten  millions  and  a  half  tor  ihe  Naval 
and  Military  Establishments,  while  the  revenue 
from  imposts  could  be  estimated  at  no  more  than 
twelve  millions — so  that  there  would  remain  only 
one  million  and  a  half  to  answer  the  other  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  but 
much  of  which  was  intended  as  a  reply  to  Mr. 
Randolph's  late  speech,  which  indisposition 
compelled  him  to  make  much  shorter  than  he 
originally  intended,  ascribed  to  Mr.  Randolph  a 
change  of  opinion  respecting  the  expediency  of 
paying  off  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Randolph  denied  the  change  of  opioion 
imputed  to  him  ;  he  held  the  same  opinions  re- 
specting public  debts,  and  the  application  of  the 
public  funds,  that  he  ever  had  done  ;  but  the  ben- 
efits of  experience  would  be  lost  upon  him  if  he 
did  not  know  that  whenever  a  Ministry,  no  mat- 
ter whether  it  was  the  Ministry  of  an  elective 
President  or  an  hereditary  King,  chose  to  supply 
the  deficiencies  created  by  their  own  incapacity 
or  profusion,  they  were  never  at  a  loss  to  conjure 
up  pretences  for  laying  their  hands  on  the  public 
money.  So  (ar  from  objecting  to  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  he  would  wish  to  pay  it  up  to 
the  very  day,  for  he  thought  that  neither  a  nation 
with  a  great  public  debt,  nor  a  nation  that  had  a 
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great  overgrown  revenue  to  be  collected,  could  j 
possibly  be  free.  The  facility  of  borrowing,  ren- 
dered Ministers  profuse,  and  enabled  them  to  in- 
volve their  nation  in  inextricable  embarrassments, 
by  obtaining  more  money  than  could  be  drawn 
from  the  fair  resources  of  the  country,  and  he 
mentioned  the  case  of  Britain  as  one  in  point. 
That  nation,  he  said,  was  once  considered  by  some 
statesmen  as  likely  to  sink  under  the  weight  of  its 
debt ;  how  came  it,  then,  that  she  was  since  able 
to  increase  that  debt  so  enormously,  and  that  after 
that,  she  was  able  to  keep  on  foot  a  navy  the 
most  numerous  and  powerful  in  the  world,  and 
an  array  of  eight  hundred  thousand  men  ;  and 
that  she  was  not  only  able  to  maintain  all  this, 
but  to  subsidize  all  the  nations  of  Europe  whom 
she  coijld  prevail  upon  to  fight  against  France? 
For  his  part,  he  could  nol  but  look  with  affright 
and  abhorrence  at  the  dt  bt  created  by  the  war, 
yet  he  would  vote  to  pay  it  to  the  last  cent;  but 
what  a  picture  of  waste  and  prodigality  must  that 
be  which  rendered  (he  proposed  system  of  taxa- 
tion necessary  !  It  was  not,  he  said,  in  the  power 
of  any  argument  of  his  to  place  the  mismanage- 
ment of  public  affairs  in  so  strong  a  light  as  was 
afforded  by  the  simple  fact,  that  the  old  impost 
and  tonnage  duties  were  not  sufficient  to  defray 
the  public  expenses  without  internal  taxes  to  a 
commensurate  amount.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  apply  all  the  revenues  from  the  impost 
and  tonnage  to  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt, 
and  more  b.hould  be  found  wanting,  Mr.  R.  said 
he  would  go  any  length  to  pay  whatever  more 
should  be  wanting;  but  he  was  averse  to  tax  the 
people  for  an  enormous  Peace  Establishment, 
which  he  thought  not  only  unnecessary,  but  mis- 
chievous. Respecting  the  payment  of*  the  debt, 
he  was  not  disposed  to  draw  favorable  inferences 
from  the  pa^t.  If  in  twenty-three  years  they  had 
not  been  able  to  pay  seventy  millions,  in  what 
time  could  they  hope  to  pay  one  hundred  and 
many  odd  millions;  and  what  probability  was 
there  that  peace  would  last  long  enough  to  make 
an  impression  of  any  consequence  on  the  public 
debt,  while  the  country  was  loaded  with  such 
expensive  establishments? 

He  was  averse  to  so  vast  a  Military  Establish- 
ment, not  only  on  account  of  the  expense,  but  of 
the  danger.  If  Ministers  wanted  war,  there  were 
no  means  so  likely  to  procure  it  for  them  as  an 
overgrown  Military  Establishment.  Military  men 
were  fond  of  glory,  the  constituent  elements  of 
which  were  blood  and  taxes;  and  if  Government 
were  ambitious  of  a  second  Punic  war,  their  Mil- 
itary Establishment  was  the  direct  road  to  it;  he 
would  therefore,  he  said,  apply  the  whole  of  their 
resources  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  national 
debt.  And  here  he  remarked,  that  Mr.  Lowndes's 
calculation  of  twelve  millions,  being  the  amount 
of  the  impost  duties,  must  be  a  mistake.  The  re- 
ports from  the  New  York  custom-house  put  down 
that  estimate.  Such  an  estimate  might,  indeed, 
answer  the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  adopt 
the  system  of  internal  taxation,  which  he  con- 
sidered as  the  introduction  of  certain  ruin  to  the 
country.     Much  as  he  bad  deprecated  the  war.  if 


it  was  made  a  pretext  to  saddle  the  country  with 
internal  taxation — if  it  was  only  a  device  to  make 
the  people  take  the  yoke  more  Kindly,  and  to  fill 
the  country  with  a  host  of  excisemen,  vermin 
the  most  noxious  to  the  eyes  of  freemen— he  said 
his  opinion  of  the  war  would  be  changed,  and 
changed  much  for  the  worse.  The  House  had 
been  tried  with  internal  taxation  before  the  war, 
but  were  restive  and  would  not  take  to  it;  so  to 
make  them  fall  into  it  kindly,  war  was  declared — 
for,  was  it  not  known  that  the  war  was  defended 
on  that  very  principle? 

Well,  war  was  declared  ;  the  coast  of  the  coun- 
try was  ravaged  by  the  enemy ;  and  the  majority 
swallowed  the  physic,  bitter  as  it  was,  for  the 
sake  of  the  war;  but  still  it  was  on  the  condition 
that  when  the  war  should  cease,  the  physic  should 
be  changed.  The  war  had  ceased,  and  was  the 
bitter  potion  changed  ?  No  !  hauslus  repetendna — 
the  draught  was  to  be  repeated,  and  it  was  now 
held  to  tlieir  lips.  This  however  was.  he  feared, 
but  the  beginning;  the  colt  was  too  young  yet 
awhile  to  carry  full  weight  at  the  first  backing; 
he  might  grow  restive  if  they  put  on  twenty  stone 
till  he  was  a  little  better  broke  in  ;  but  if  the 
House  bore  this,  they  would  soon  hear  of  more 
being  necessary.  Before  another  three  and  twenty 
years  should  elapse,  there  would  be  another  har- 
vest of  glory  to  be  reaped  ;  and  the  same  song 
would  be  sung  over  and  over  again,  till  at  last  it 
would  fare  with  the  United  States  as  it  fared 
with  Great  Britain,  wliu  was  saddled  with  a 
debt  which  sent  her  laborers  at  night  supperless 
to  bed. 

Mr.  R.  pointed  out  the  dangerous  bearing  of  a 
great  public  debt  upon  republican  institutions,  and 
dwelt  particularly  on  the  ascendency  which  the 
handling  of  public  money  gave  to  individuals;  to 
collect  money,  he  said,  was  power,  wisdom,  hap- 
piness, influence,  everything.  The  possession  of 
that  influence  had  ever  been  fatal  to  nations,  and 
what  exemption  had  we  from  it?  It  was  about 
the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  that  one  of 
the  most  splendid  of  English  writers  gave  this 
definition  of  monarchy  :  speaking  of  that  anomaly 
presented  by  the  Government  of  Rome  under  the 
second  Emperor,  Augustus,  when  the  forms  o{ 
the  old  Roman  commonwealth  were  preserved, 
and  there  were  tribunes  and  consuls,  as  well  as  in 
the  time  of  Scipio,  he  says,  that  •'every  Govern- 
'  ment  in  which  a  single  magistrate,  by  whatever 
'  title  he  may  be  called,  is  intrusted  with  the  exe- 
'  cution  of  the  laws,  the  command  of  the  military, 
'  and  the  distribution  of  the  public  revenues,  is  a 
'  monarchy."  It  remained,  then,  for  the  House  to 
determine  whether  they  would  abandon  the  prin- 
ciples contended  for  at  the  Revolution,  and  make 
this  measure  the  corner-stone,  upon  which  they 
would  build  up  a  system  of  taxation  which  would 
send  the  American  as  well  as  the  British  did  the 
European  laborer,  supperless  to  bed. 

Mr.  R.  declared,  that  his  opinions  of  men  had 
undergone  no  radical  change;  he  had  the  same 
faith  in  sinking  funds  as  ever— but  very  little 
when  in  the  hands  of  that  being  which  a  philoso- 
pher had  defined  to  be  a  two-legged  unfeathered 
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Jimal.  H  had  great  respect  for  religion  ;  but 
Yjki  respect, was  not  drawn  from  inquisitions,  nor 
iux  the  !>;,nguinary  zeal  of  Q,ueen  Mary,  nor 
)m  the  diiposition  of  every  sect  to  persecute  all 
lers.  Sort  was  with  regard  to  sinking  funds  ; 
knew  th^ir  history  from  the  time  of  Sir  Robert 
'^alpole  do|wn  to  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
>asury,  aihd  he  knew  that  they  were  always 
rrverted  fr)m  their  just  destination  to  answer 
|e  purposfi  i  of  every  Minister,  when  necessity 
^^iquired  it.  When  the  prodigality  or  incapacity 
\^  Minister ;  rendered  a  supply  expedient,  the 
taking  fun;  was  resorted  to.  and  necessity  was 
(e  plea.  Were  money  wished  for.  and  no  plau- 
>le  Deces:Uy  were  immediately  at  hand,  why 
|en  create  a  necessity.  He  must  be  a  very 
angler  in  \  js  trade  who  could  not  do  that.  That 
lysician  n^st  be  a  botch,  indeed,  who  could  not 
[ep  the  paiVent  in  bed.  Provided  the  money  be 
sired,  this  necessity  never  will  be  wanting;  for 
[ver  was  tl^ere  a  being  in  the  shape  of  a  Minister 
'contemptible  as  not  to  be  able  to  &nd  or  to  create 
Mr.  R.  concluded  with  saying,  that  the  honor- 
le  gentleriaa's  estimating  the  annual  produce 
'  the  impoit  and  tonnage  at  twelve  millions  must 
^'  a  mistakfl,  since  it  was  as  much  as  that  fifteen 
'iars  ago.  iFhe  country  had  in  that  lime  doubled 
populatic'),  and  more  than  doubled  in  wealth. 
id  if  they  who  held  the  reins  of  Government 
)uld  only  ^ispense  with  over  regulation,  instead 
being  ob|ged  to  lay  new  taxes  for  resources, 
»y  would  'lave  had  a  considerable  overplus  in 
Treasurv. 
^The  quesion  being  about  to  be  put  on  the  first 
solution — * 

Vlr.  CLAv;said.  he  approved  of  the  general  sys- 
contaiiM^d  in  this  report,  and.  with  some  mod- 
Icaiions.    .'hould   give  it    his   support;    but   he 
(ought  it  |vas  susceptible  of  amendment.     He 
)ught  tbe| amount  of  the  land  tax  too  high  for 
te  ordinar'i  season  of  peace.     It  was  not  neces- 
ry  to  go  ilto  an  inquiry  at  this  moment,  whe- 
|er  the  larp  does  not  eventually  pay  all   taxes. 
Jwhaiever*shape  levied  or  collected  ;  but  he  laid 
[wn  the  general  principle,  that  in  time  of  peace 
should  ||ook   to  foreign    importations  as  the 
[^uief  sourceiof  revenue;  and  in  war,  when  they 
cut  off,  ijiat  It  was  time  enough  to  draw  deep- 
on  our    Internal    resources.     Mr.  C.  said,  he 
^ught  we* ought   to  reduce  the  land    tax  still 
iifer  than  proposed,  and  also  some  other  of  the 
ces  whichlappeared  most  burdensome  in  their 
fture  ;  retijning  enough  to  keep  the  system  of 
^ernal  tax.\tion  so  organized,  as  that  an  addi- 
|n  to  the  Ipxisting  taxes  only  would  be   neces- 
fy  to  produce  immediately  such  an  accession  to 
v^  revenue*  as  should    make  it  adequate  to  the 
:essities  o    the  country.     Mr.  C.'s  plan  was  to 
ike   up  fo»  his  proposed  decrease  of  the  direct 
,  by  an  ii^rease  of  the  duties  on  imports.  He 
hed   tu  reduce  the  direct  tax  to  two  millions, 
to  a  million  and  a  half;  and  when  that  prop- 
ion   was  decided  on,  he  was  desirous  of  pro- 
g  anotl^er,  that  the  tax  should  be  limited  to 
year.  sc4  as   to  make  it  a  tax  from   year  to 
r,  insteait  of  a  tax  wUhout  lituitatioD. 


'  Mr.  Hardin  desired  to  strike  out  the  whole 
I  amount  proposed,  so  as  to  leave  the  sum  blank  ; 
I  which  blank  he  should  be  opposed  to  filling  at 
;  all.  He  was  opposed  to  any  direct  tax  for  the 
I  purpose  of  expensive  Military  and  Naval  Es- 
\  tablishments  ;  and  said  he  should  offer  some  day 
next  week,  if  no  other  member  would,  a  motion 
that  the  Army  Establishment  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Clay  so  varied  his  motion,  to  accommo- 
date his  colleague,  as  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
sum  entirely,  and  leave  in  the  resolution  a  blank, 
to  be  filled  as  the  House  should  think  proper. 

Mr.  Randolfh  was  opposed  to  the  motion  to 
reduce  the  direct  tax.  Although  opposed  to  any 
part  of  the  system,  he  preferred  the  direct  ux  to 
the  excise,  because,  every  man  then  knew  and 
felt  what  he  had  to  pay.  He  was  in  favor  of 
making  the  direct  tax  an  annual  bill,  as  proposed 
by  the  Speaker,  but  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
Speaker's  opinion  that,  in  peace,  we  should  rely 
on  the  imposts  for  revenue,  and.  in  war.  on  inter- 
nal taxation,  «Scc. 

Mr.  Desha  spoke  m  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the 
direct  tax,  and.  in  support  of  it,  urged  some  argu- 
ments not  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Clay  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Hardin,  and  went  on  to  re- 
mark:— It  had  been  said,  that  this  was  a  time  of 
profound  peace.  It  was  true,  we  were  happily  at 
peace  with  all  the  world;  but  who  knew  how 
long  It  would  be  our  good  fortune  to  remain  so? 
What  was  the  present  state  of  our  relations  to 
Old  Spain  ?  Who  could  now  say.  with  certainty, 
how  lar  it  might  be  proper  to  aid  the  people  of 
South  America  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
their  independence  ?  He  did  not  know  how  other 
people  thougiit  on  those  subjects,  but  they  made 
a  serious  impression  on  his  mind.  We  have  re- 
cently heard,  said  he,  and  I  believe  the  informa- 
tion came  from  the  Minister  himself,  that  a  de- 
mand ha-,  been  made  by  the  Minister  of  the  Span- 
ish Government  of  the  surrender  of  a  part  of  the 
soil  of  the  country;  he  meant  that  part  of  the 
country  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  West 
Florida,  which  lies  west  of  the  Perdido,  and  part 
of  which  IS  now  incorporated  in  the  Slate  of 
Louisiana.  .Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  not  speak,  in 
the  terms  in  which  he  might  be  authorized  to 
speak,  of  the  impudence  of  such  a  demand  ;  but 
he  considered  it  indicative  of  the  general  disposi- 
tion of  the  Government  which  that  Minister  rep- 
resented. Besides,  he  asked,  was  the  state  of 
Europe  settled  ?  Every  one  had  heard  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Congress  of  European  poten- 
tates at  Vienna  ;  we  heard,  too.  that  their  idea? 
of  legitimate  government  were  earned  to  an  ex- 
tent destructive  of  every  principle  of  liberty  ;  we 
have  seen  these  doctrines  applied  to  create  and 
overthrow  dynasties  at  will.  Uo  we  know,  said 
he,  whether  we  shall  escape  their  inliuence  ?  Do 
we  not  know,  though  no  such  intention  may  exist 
at  present,  we  shall,  by  adopting  that  policy  which 
recommends  a  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
invite  their  attention  to  our  weakness  ^  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  was  for  preserving  the  system  of  internal 
revenue,  on  a  reduced  scale.     He  wanted  to  see 


725 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


726 


Jandart,  1816. 


T\e  Revenue. 


H.  ofR. 


Europe  settled  ;  to  see  the  relations  between  this 
country  and  Spain  placed  on  a  footing  which 
would  insure  tranquillity  on  our  borders.  Until 
he  saw  these  things,  he  was  not  for  exhausting  the 
purse  of  the  country  o(  the  funds  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  vindicate  its  rights  at  home.  or.  if 
neces-sary,  to  aid  in  the  cause  of  liberty  in  South 
America. 

Mr.  McKee  said  he  was  in  favor  of  leaving  the 
resolution  blank  as  to  the  amount  of  direct  tax. 
He  perfectly  concurred  with  his  colleague.  (Mr. 
Hardin.)  that  unless  a  disposition  should  be  man- 
ifested in  Congress,  different  from  anything  indi- 
cated either  by  the  proceedings  of  tnis  body,  or 
by  conversations  out  of  the  House,  he  should  be 
opposed  to  filling  the  blank  at  ail.  Let  me,  said 
he,  ask  the  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  whether  we 
should  have  dared  in  1812  to  have  laid  a  direct 
tax  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  or  any  lax  at  all. 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment we  now  have?  When  particular  cir- 
cumstances in  1812  demanded  an  increase  of  our 
Army,  and  of  the  resources  necessary  to  support 
It.  what  was  the  course  which  the  National  Le- 
gislature resorted  to.  to  render  those  measures  pal- 
atable ?  Did  we  not  say.  those  measures  should 
exist  only  daring  war?  Did  we  not  say  that, 
within  one  year  after  ihe  return  of  peace,  the 
nation  should  be  relieved  from  taxation  ?  Now 
that  peace  was  restored,  ideal  dangers  were  to  be 
conjured  up,  to  justify  the  maintenance  of  large 
establishments  ;  and  where  was  the  Government 
that  could  not  at  any  time  conjure  up  reasons 
such  as  these  ?  Against  the  doctrines  which  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Clay)  had  expressed,  and  no 
doubt  candidly  and  honestly  entertained.  Mr. 
McKee  said  he  as  sincerely  and  candidly  and 
honestly  entered  his  protest,  as  he  (Mr.  Clay) 
had  against  the  opinions  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Hardin.)  The  doctrines  of  this  report,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kee said,  occupied  the  very  ground  which  was 
taken  in  Great  Britain  a  century  ago.  and  would 
certainly  produce  the  same  effects  here  as  they 
had  done  there,  if  like  causes  produce  like  effects. 
Show  me  the  nation,  said  he.  with  large  expen- 
ditures of  money,  laree  taxes  to  support  it,  and  I 
will  show  you  a  people  who  have  no  substantial 
freedom,  whose  liberty  is  a  mere  phantom,  and 
has  no  substance  in  it.  Would  any  one  say  that 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  were 
not  as  well  secured  now  as  they  were  a  century 
ago?  Their  rights  exist  with  the  same  guaran- 
tees ;  they  have  the  freedom  of  press  and  of 
speech:  why  then  do  we  say,  and  truly  say.  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  are  the  subjects  of  an  un- 
relenting tyranny  ?  Because  they  are  oppressed 
by  -a  system  of  taxation,  taking  from  the  mouth  of 
labor  its  bread,  and  depressing  the  industry  of  the 
country.  Like  causes  would  produce  like  effects 
in  this  country.  Were  gentlemen  not  now  hunt- 
ing up  causes  of  alarm  as  motives  for  maintaining 
those  expensive  establishments  ?  Had  any  indi- 
vidual in  the  House  proposed  to  reduce  the  na- 
tional expenditure?  He  had  expected  the  Finan- 
cial Committee  would  have  began  its  operations 
by  promising  to  lop  off  some  of  those  excrescences 


which  have  grown  up  out  of  the  necessity  of  the 
times.  There  is  not  a  tax  on  the  statute  book  for 
which,  Mr.  McK.  said,  he  did  not  vote;  but  he 
did  so  to  meet  the  occasion  which  demanded 
them.  He  did  not  vote  for  taxes  or  for  Military 
Establishments  at  those  times  to  saddle  the  Amer- 
ican people  with  them  forever.  They  had  now 
answered  the  occasion  for  which  it  was  said  ther 
were  created,  and  he  was  for  repealing  them- 
though  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, if  any  internal  tax  was  to  be  retained,  it 
ought  to  be  the  land  tax.  It  was  a  preferable  tax, 
because  it  comes  home  to  the  feelings  of  the  poor 
and  the  rich,  every  man  feels  it;  it'does  not  slip 
unnoticed  through  society.  But,  if  it  were  con- 
tinued, with  other  taxes,  unless  better  reasons 
were  assigned  for  them  than  had  been,  Mr.  McK. 
said  he  was  much  mistaken  if  gentlemen  would 
not  soon  hear  of  it  in  a  manner  infinitely  more 
authoritative  than  any  argument  he  could  urge. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise  ;  because,  he  said,  a  fact  had  fallen 
from  the  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  which  would  have 
much  weight  on  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
when  It  came  properly  before  them.  According 
to  the  genius  o{  this  Government,  none  of  its 
Ministers  had  seats  on  the  floor  of  this  House, 
and  consequently  those  members  become  the  me- 
dium of  communicating  its  sentiments  who  stand 
high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Executive.  Who 
should  stand  high  in  itsconfidence  if  the  Speaker 
of  this  House  did  not  ? — and  he  had  made  a  dec- 
laration, with  a  view  to  influence  the  vote  of  the 
House,  on  a  money  bill  too,  involvine  matter  of 
deep  and  high  import.  Mr.  R.  said^  he  did  not 
wish  that  iheopinion  and  influence  of  the  Speaker 
should  have  that  effect  on  the  deliberations  of  this 
House,  which  it  ought  not  to  have  incase  the  ne<n)- 
tiation,  if  there  was  one  pending,  between  us  and 
Spain,  should  be  in  a  better  state  than  that  of 
which  the  gentleman  had  spoken.  If  such  were 
the  relations  between  us  and  Spain  as  he  had  rep- 
resented. Mr.  R.  said  It  might  have, and  perhaps  he 
might  say.  ought  to  have,  considerable  weight  on 
the  great  questions  now  pending.  For  his  part, 
however.  Mr.  R.  said,  he,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  McKee.)  could  not  be  frightened 
with  the  raw  head  and  bloody  bones  of  Old  Spain. 
He  believed  that  General  Andrew  Jackson  and 
the  Tennessee  militia  would  give  a  good  account 
of  all  the  Spaniards  who  will  ever  show  themselves 
west  of  the  Perdido.  and  their  red  brethren  the 
Creeks,  the  Choctaws,  and  Seminoles,  to  boot. 

[Here  Mr.  Clay  rose  to  explain,  and  Mr. 

Randolph  gave  way  for  the  purpose.] 

Mr.  Clay  said  that,  when  up  before,  he  had  not 
said  nor  intimated,  nor  did  he  intend  to  be  under- 
stood, as  communicating  any  fact  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive was  in  possession  of  in  relation  to  the 
views  of  Spain.  V-^  had  had  no  conversation 
with  any  member  of  me  Administration  on  the 
subject.  He  alluded  to  a  rumor,  equally  he  pre- 
sumed, in  the  possession  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  as  of  himself;  he  had  heard  it  as  coming 
from  the  Minister  himself  at  a  public  entertain- 
ment.    Mr.  C.  denied  that  he  had  any  relation 
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ecuiive,  the  Cabinet,  or  any  of  its 
her  tlian  any  other  member  of  the 
r  naight  have.     He  had  not  now.  nor 
y  other  relation.     Whilst  up.  if  the 
■ould  permit,  he  would  make  a  single 
mark  on  tpat  part  of  the  gentleman'sargument. 
"  e  gentleifjan  had  .shown,  by  the  latter  part  of 
reraarkl  that  this  raoiioa  was  wholly  unne- 
sary ;  fon    (hough    the   gentleman    had   com- 
Deed  by  ^aying  that  a  fact  had  been  cummuni- 
ted   whicti  would   have  an  important   bearing 
the  queslioa  before  the  House,  he  had  ended 
saying  tjiat,  if  the  fact  were  true,  he  would 
st  to  General  Jackson  and  the  Tennessee  rai- 
a  to  driv4  all  intruders  from  the  soil  in  that 
arter.    M|.  C.  said   he  believed  the    bravery, 
heroism  jf  those  citizens  would  be  a  safe  re- 
but l»e  was  disposed,  if  necessary,  to  afford 


ice 
em 


m  auxilikry  a 
jely  on  llLir  p; 
Ir.  RandT)lph 


,  without   drawing   too 


aid,    dec 

patriotism.  I 

resumed  the  floor.     Although 
fact  conifnunicated  by  the  honorable  Speaker 
his  Hous^  might  not  have  come  from  any  mem-  ! 
of  the  Cabinet,  nothing  could  be  more  natural  ' 
in  for  MrjR.  to  suppose  it  might  ;  for,  he  said,  ' 
en  he  w^  intimate  with  the  members  of  the 
ll'jbinet,  he  ^had  been  let  into  their  secrets,  and  \ 
haps  toojdeeply  into    them.     Although    this] 
uor.  whicl  had  come,  as  the  honorable  Speaker 
told  theto.  irora  the  Spanish  Minister,  might 
[lave  anl'  influence  on  his  vote,  he  doubted  j 
ujiether  it  w  juld  not  have  considerable  influence  [ 
(B  the  vote*  of  other  gentlemen.     It  was   not  , 
Hical — in  Lie  fashionable  phrase  it  was  a  non  i 
S^itur.  to  |ay,  that  because  the  rumor  did  not  | 
^#ct  bim,  i^  might  not  affect   the  opinions  of 
fliers;  for  perhaps  the  honorable  Speaker  will 
^*)W,  said  h;T.  R.,  that  I  am  impregnable  to  argu- 
ts  of  su^h  a  nature.     With   respect   to   this  j 
lor,  Mr.  It.  said  he  was  at  the  first  of  it.     He  I 
er    had    Zad   any   comtnunicatioo    with   any 
lister,  doilestic  or  foreign,  but  at  his  instance  ;  I 
^lever  hai.  nor  ever  would  he.     He  was  now,  ! 
repeated,, at  the  first  of  this  rumor.     Slated  \ 
tills  rumo|  had  been,  was  it  no  cause  why  the  { 
mmittee  iJiould  rise 7     He  thought  it  was — he 
•w  that  tl|e  Speaker  had  not  intimated  that  he  I 
obtaineii   his  information  from  this  or  that  j 
jrce;  thatJMr.  R.  said,  was  an  inference  of  his 
111 — but,  a.,  tar  as  language  can  convey  ideas, 
(Was  both(ieaf  and  siupid  if  the  Speaker  had 
iQiimate4  that  the  state  of  our  relations  wiih 
iin,  combjned  with  the  reported  demand  of  the  i 
l^nish  Miiiister,  would  influence  his  opinion  on  ] 
subject  "before    the    House.     As    for    South  | 
lerica.  Mi.  R.  said,  he  was  not  going  a  tilting 
[thehbert  ,'s  of  the  people  of  Spanish  America — 
ty  came  nft   to  our  aid — let  us   mind  our  own 

Pjiness;  Jei,  not  our  people  be  taxed  for  the  lib- 
les  of  the  j)eople  of  Spanish  America.  Above 
Mr.  R.  s'^id,  he  did  not  mean  to  pour  out  the 
,^d  and  tr>^a&ure  of  his  constituents  for  the  sake 
ofe>[he  peoplft  of  Caraccas  and  Mexico.  In  fact 
h^id  not  WMU  to  go  in  the  track  of  Aaron  Burr 
oQlonathan  payton — he  did  not  want  any  of  the 
|Uories  in.  that  region  by  conquest,  purchase, 


or  voluntary  cession.  If  they  established  an  jo- 
dependent  government,  he  would  maintain  with 
these  people,  as  with  all  other  nations,  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity.  This  struggle  for  lib- 
erty in  South  America,  Mr.  R.  said,  would  turn 
out  in  the  end  something  like  the  French  liberty, 
a  detestable  despotism.  You  cannot  make  liberty, 
he  said,  out  of  Spanish  matter — you  might  as 
well  try  to  build  a  seventy-four  out  of  pine  sap- 
lings. What  ideas,  he  asked,  had  the  Spaniards 
of  rational  liberty;  of  the  trial  by  jury  ;  of  the 
right  of  habeas  corpus ;  of  the  slow  process  by 
which  this  House  moves  and  acts  ?  None — no, 
said  he,  none  ;  expediency,  necessity,  the  previous 
question,  the  inquisition— these  were  among  the 
engines  belonging  to  their  ideas  of  government. 
The  honorable  Speaker  Mr.  R.  said,  had  told  the 
House  on  a  late  occasion,  tnat  he  saw  instances 
of  this  or  that  in  the  British  House  of  Commons  ; 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  been  sent  on  a  late 
occasion  by  our  Government  to  Europe — he  had 
been  near  the  field  of  Waterloo — Mr.  R.  said  he 
was  afraid,  the  gentleman  had  caught  the  infec- 
tion ;  that  he  had  snuffed  the  carnage — and  when 
a  man  once  catches  that  infection,  like  that  of 
ambition  or  avarice,  whether  taken  in  the  natural 
way  or  by  inoculation,  the  consequences  are  per- 
manent. What!  said  Ml*.  R.,  increase  our  stand- 
ing army  in  time  of  peace  on  the  suggestion  that 
we  are  to  go  on  a  crusade  in  South  America  7  Do 
I  not  understand  the  gentleman  7  [The  Speaker 
here  intimated  a  negative  to  this  question.]  I 
am  sorry  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  R.  I  labor  under 
two  great  misfortunes — one  is,  that  1  can  never 
understand  the  honorable  Speaker ;  the  other  is, 
that  he  can  never  understand  me — on  such  terms 
an  argument  cannot  be  maintained  between  us — 
therelore,  for  his  share,  Mr,  R.  said,  he  should 
put  an  end  to  it. 

Mr.  Clav  then  rose,  and  said,  that  be  did  not 
know  how  the  gentleman  could  possibly  have 
understood  him  as  desiring  to  augment  the  Army 
at  this  time,  or  as  desiring  to  undertake  a  crusade 
to  South  America?  [Mr.  R,  intimated  across 
the  House,  that  he  had  inferred  his  views,  and 
not  quoted  his  language.]  Mr.  C.  said  as  the 
question  was  fur  the  Committee  to  rise,  he  was 
precluded  from  going  into  the  general  argument, 
which  he  deterred  till  a  proper  opportunity. 

Mr.  Calholn  was  in  favor  ot  the  motion  for 
the  Committee  to  rise  ;  because,  he  said,  this 
was  a  question  involving  momentous  considera- 
tions. On  the  ways,  and  means  depended  every 
measure  of  the  Government.  On  the  decision 
of  the  questions  now  before  the  Committee  de- 
pended the  question  whether  a  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened policy  should  characterize  the  measures  of 
the  Government.  Gentlemen  ought  therefore  to 
proceed  with  caution.  If  gentlemen  were  of 
opinion  that  our  navy  ought  not  to  be  gradually 
improved  ;  that  internal  improvements  should 
not  be  prosecuted;  if  these  were  their  sentiments, 
they  were  right  in  desiring  to  abolish  all  taxes. 
If  they  thought  otherwise,  it  was  absurd,  it  was 
preposterous  to  say,  that  we  shx)uld  not  lay  taxes 
on  the   people.     Mr.  C.  said    gentlemen  ought 
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not  to  giye  into  the  contracted  idea,  that  taxes 
were  so  much  money   taken   from   the   people; 
properly   applied,    the    money    proceeding   from 
taxes  was  money  put  out  to  the  best  possible  in- 
terest for  the  people.     He  wished,  he  said,  to  see  j 
the   nation  free   from  external  danger  and  inter-  I 
nal  difficulty.     With  such    views,  he   could   not  \ 
see  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  system  of 
finance  established  with  so  much  labor  and  dif- 
ficulty.    It  was  a  subject  which  ought  to  be  ap- 
proached seriously  and  deliberately.     The  broad 
question  was  now  before  the  House,  whether  this 
Government  should  act  oti   an  enlarged  policy  ; 
whether  it  would  avail  itself  of  the  experience 
of  the  last  war;  whether  it  would  be  benefitted 
by  the  mass  of  knowledge  acquired  within    the 
few  last  years ;  or  whether  we  should  goon  in 
the  old  imbecile  mode,  contributing  by  our  mea- 
sures nothing  to  the  honor,  nothing  to  the  repu- 
tation of  the  country.     Such  would  not  be  his 
course.     He  believed  this  great  people,  daily  ac- 
quiring character  and  strength,  would  excite  the 
jealousy  of  foreign  Powers.     He  had  no  hostility 
to  the  Power  to  which   he  had   particular  refer- 
ence ;  but  he  had  a  friendship  for  his  own  coun- 
try.    He  thought   it  due  to   the  wisdom    of  its  [ 
councils,  and   to  its  security,  that  it  should  be  • 
well    prepared    against    possible    assaults    from  ' 
abroad.     If  danger  should  come,  we  shall  then  ; 
be  ready  to  meet  it.     If  it  never  come,  we  shall  I 
derive  a  sufficient  consolation  from  a  knowledge  ' 
of  our  security.     In  this  view  of  the  magnitude  ] 
of  this  topic,  and  to  give  gentlemen  on  every  side  j 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  on  tiie  question  which 
is  now  opened,  which  is  to  decide  whether  we  ! 
are  to  travel  downward,  or  to  raise  the  nation  to 
that  elevation   to  which   it   ought  to  aspire,  he 
should  vote  for  the  Committee's  rising. 

Mr.  Clay  intimated  that,  under  similar  con- 
siderations, he  also  should  vote  for  the  Commit- 
tee to  rise. 

Mr.  Lowndes  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
Committee  should  not  rise;  and  Mr.  Sergeant 
spoke  in  favor  of  its  rising  in  order  to  obtain 
some  official  information  which  he  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  a  correct  decision  of  the  que>tion 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  strongly 
aa:ainst  the  Committee's  rising,  on  account  of 
the  great  time  already  consumed  in  debate  on 
other  topics,  the  rapid  progress  of  the  session, 
and  the  multitude  of  topics  demanding  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  dtc,  which  required  that 
less  time  should  be  consumed  in  debate. 

Mr.  Hardin  said  he  wished  also  to  express  his 
sentiments  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  other  mem- 
bers, who  had  perhaps  consumed  less  of  the  time 
of  the  House  in  debate  than  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson.)  He  wished  to  know, 
he  said,  what  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina mt-ant  by  national  glory  ?  Whether  he 
meant  by  it  large  standing  aimies  and  navies, 
and  lens  of  millions  of  debt  and  taxes  7  He 
wished  to  ascertain  these  and  other  things.  [The 
Chairman  here  reminded  Mr.  H.  that  the  ques- 
tion for  the   Committee  to  rise  did  not  admit  a 


debate  on  the  merits  of  the  main  question  ;  and 
that  bis  observations  were  not  in  order.]  Mr. 
H.  said,  being  a  new  member,  he  knew  little  of 
what  was  called  order  in  the  House,  and  did  not 
mean  to  violate  it;  he  had  heard  a  great  deal 
about  it.  but  seen  very  little  of  it  since  he  took 
his  seat.  He  concluded  by  saying  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  Committee's  rising,  to  afford  an  op- 
portunity for  a  free  debate  on  the  subject. 

The    Committee    rose,   and    the    House   ad- 
journed. 


Monday,  January  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
William  Irving,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Tucker  presented  a  petition  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  at  a  meeting  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
bank  in  said  town,  to  be  called  *'  The  Real  Estate 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,"  praying  that  the 
said  bank  may  be  incorporated  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress.— Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  the  Mechanic  Relief  Society  of  Alexandria, 
praying  to  be  authorized  to  raise  uioney  by  lot- 
tery for  the  purposes  of  the  society.  The  report 
recommends,  on  the  ground  of  hostility  to  lot- 
teries, that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted. 

This  report  was  opposed  by  Mes.srs.  Lewis  and 
Wright,  on  the  ground  of  justice  to  the  District, 
the  people  of  which,  they  contended,  ought,  in 
self-defence,  against  the  inundation  of  tickets 
from  other  States,  to  be  permitted  to  raise  money 
for  public  purposes,  as  was  permitted  for  many 
purposes  by  the  States.  To  this  argument  Mr. 
Tucker  replied,  that,  being  under  the  conviction 
(as  no  doubt  a  majority  of  the  House  was)  that 
lotteries  were  a  species  of  gambling  of  the  most 
extravagant  and  injurious  kind,  he  cjuld  not  con- 
sent to  do  what  he  considered  a  positive  evil  to 
produce  a  possible  good,  and  therefore  did  not 
consider  the  argument  as  of  any  force  against  the 
report,  <tc. 

The  report  was  concurred  in  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Tucker  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany to  acquire  certain  lands  by  purchase,  and 
to  dispose  of  water  rights  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Comraitle*  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  is  committed  the 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  19lh  instant,  were  discharged  from 
a  further  consideration  thereof,  and  ihey  were 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the    9th  instant   upon    the  subject  of 

revenue. 
.Mr.  YanceY;  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
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ide  a  rep<iri  on  the  petiiioo  of  John  T.  Darid  ; 
iich  was  lead  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
-*  relief  of  John  T.  David;  which  was  read 
fice,  andlcomniitied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
rhole.        ; 

i^jy/Lr.  YanJey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 

i^  Joseph  Wheaton  ;  which  was  read;  wnen  Mr. 

I*,  reportedja  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Whet- 

£i|Q  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  conamitted  to  a 

|l)mmtttee  of  the  Whole. 

^On  motic  1  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  on 

(e  Public    iSnds  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

ei(>edie  icy  of  authorizing  the  oflBcers  of  the 

id  office  Ik  ihe  district  of  Jeffersonville  to  ex- 

'se  to  pub  ic  sale,  at  the  said   land  office,  such 

^ct  or  tracts  of  land  as  have  or  may  become 
^rfeited  to  jiie  United  States  for  nonpayment. 

^jOn  motiJp  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts. 

iT^  Comminee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 


Tksasckt  DKffABTMEVT,  Jan.  20,  1816. 

Si»:  I  have  received  jour  note,  rpque»tui(j  a  »l*te- 
ment  of  the  whole  amount  of  bond«  given  for  duUes 
on  importatiOQi  which  accrued  in  1815.  The  portion 
of  the  duties  on  merchandise  imported,  for  which  no 
bonds  are  ?iven,  is  probably  not  more  than  one  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  amount,  and  cannot,  without  diffi- 
culty,  be  distinguished  from  that  portion  for  which 
bonds  are  given.  It  is  so  small  that  I  have  not  thought 
it  necewary  to  make  any  separate  estimate  of  it,  and 
shall,  therefore,  give  in  answer  to  your  note  an  esti- 
mate of  the  whole  amount  of  duties  on  merchandise 
imported,  which  accrued  in  the  year  1815. 

The  estimate  contained  in  the  annual  report  was 
made  in  the  month  of  November,  b«fore  returns  for 
any  part  of  the  fourth  quarUr  of  the  year,  except  from 
the  smallest  and  most  inconsiderable  districts,  had 
been  received,  and  before  the  large  importations  of 
that  quarter  were  known  at  the  Treasury  to  have 
taken  place.     At  the  present  moment  the  returns  from 


^•re  instruiled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  I  ^*  larger  disuicts,  for  the  thu-d  quarter  of  the  year, 


)viding  L/  law  for  the  repairs  and  .support  of 
ars  situat*^  in  the  harbor  of  Newburyport.  in 
^  State  ot,  Massachusetts. 
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he  Army  as  directed   by  law, 
Peace  Establishment  was  com 


fled  ;  and*ilso.  whether  the  officers  of  the  Peace 
Mablishraint  retained  are  out  of  those  in  office 
faring  the  ijrar,  or  appointed  since  the  peace,  and 
«)ort  the  list  of  officers,  if  any,  appointed  since 
ilk  peace,  tijat  are  retained,  and  the  State  or  Ter- 
dfeory  of  ihcir  residence. 

^•On  rnotio  i  of  .Mr.  Atuerton.  the  Secretary  of 
Treasu  y    was    directed    to    lay  before    this 
)use  a  sia  emeiit  of  the  amount  of  the  valuation 
real  estate  and   slaves  in   the  several   States, 
ide  by  Ti«ue  of  the  act  of  the  22d  day  of  July, 
[13,  for  tht  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
ces,  separnteiy  designating   in  such  statement 
lae  amouni  of  the  valuation  of  the   buildings, 
"^sids,  and  >*aves.  in  each  State. 
jThe  foliojwujg  letter,  received  on  Saturday  by 
■   Speaker,  was  now  laid   by  him  before  the 
^use:       I 

Ji  riistRAL  Post  Offick,  Jan.  20.  1816. 

fJSim;   Havjng  this  morning  heard  that  reports  were 
^circulatioij  unfavorable  to  the  character  of  this  De- 
rtment,  in  {relation  to  its  liscal  concerns,  I  respect- 
Jy  request  ihat  a  committee  of  the  honorable  House 
^y  be  appofcited  to  investigate  these  concerns. 
tespectiulW,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

I      R.  J.  MEIGS,  Poitmaater  General. 

fan.  Hs.x^T  Clai,  Speaker  H.  K. 
he  letiei-  was  referred  to  the  Commiilee  od 
Post  Ofl|(  -       - 
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DipES  ON  MERCH.WDISE. 

^Mr.  LowNDE.-^  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
f  am  the  S(*:retary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Chair- 
i  An  of  the  |"ommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  con- 
'^ning  an  fstiraate  of  the  whole  amount  of  du- 
■>  on  merchandise  which  accrued  in  the  year 
5.— Reftired  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
the  repcjrt  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
ans  upon,  the  subject  of  revenue. 
"he  lette^  is  as  follows: 

I 
\ 


are  not  complete,  and  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
year  are  still  more  deficient.  The  great  pressure  of 
business  in  the  custom-house  has,  doubtless,  occasioned 
this  unusual  delay.  The  conset^uence  is,  that  it  is 
only  for  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  year  1815, 
that  a  correct  statement  can  be  given.  For  the  third 
quarter  an  estimate  can  be  given  nearly  correct;  but 
for  the  fourth  quarter  it  can  be  formed  only  by  com- 
parison with  the  preceding,  the  returns  of  bonds  taken 
being  deficient  from  some  of  the  most  considerable 
districts  for  the  whole  quarter,  and  from  nearly  all  the 
most  considerable  districts  for  the  two  last  months  of 
the  quarter. 

After  making  this  explanation,  I  have  to  state,  that 
the  amount  of  duties  on  merchandise,  imported  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1815,  amounted  to— 

f  862,845  27 
.\nd  during   the  second  quarter  of  the 

same  year  to  - 
From  the  returns  received,  it  is  beUeved 

that  the  duties  for  the  third  quarter 

of   the  year  will  somewhat   exceed 

those  for  the  second.   They  are,  there- 
fore, estimated  at    - 
TTie  returns  for  the  fourth  quarter  are  so 

imperfect   as   to   alTord    little  or   no 

meansof  estimating  the  total  amount. 

It  is  known  generally  that  the  impor- 
tations in  the  month   of  November 

were   large,  and  that  in  the  months 

of  October  and  December  they  were 

less  considerable.    It  is  supposed  that 

for  the  whole  quarter  the  duties  will 

equal  those  of  the  third  quarter,  say  10,700,000  00 
Estimated  amount   of  duties  on   raer- 

chandise  imported  during  the  whole 

year       -        -        -        .        . 


10,434,275  56 


10,700,000  00 


32,697,120  83 


The  tonnage  duties,  light  money,  and 
duties  on  passports  and  clearances 
amounted,  during  the  first  and  sec- 
ond quarters  of  the  year  1315  to 

During  the  third  and  fourth  quarters,  as 
fewer  foreign  vessels  were  employed 
in  our  commerce,  these  branches  will 
be  proportionally  less  productive,  and 
are  estimated  at       -         -         -         • 


251.136  99 


300,000  00 
651,136  99 
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Gross  proceeds  of  the  caatoms,  ••  esti- 


mated for  the  year  1813 


.  33,248,257  82 


The  drawbacks,   bounties,  allowances, 

and  expenses  of  collection,  are  to  be 

deducted  from    this   sum  in  order  to 

ascerUin  the  net  amount  which  will 

be  receivable  into  the  Treasury. 
The  debentures   for  drawbacks  issued 

during   the   first  quarter  of  the  year 

1815,  amounted  to  -         -         -         -  76,274  41 

And  durmg  the  second  quarter  of  that 

year,  to 323,096  39 

During  that  period   the  re-exportations 

were  very  small,  compared  with  those 

which  took  place  dunng  the  third  and 

fourth  quarters. 
As  the  markets   became   glutted  with 

foreign    merchandise,    the    quantity 

sent  abroad  Ibr  better  prices  would 

naturally  increase.   It  is  believed  that 

the  drawback  on    the   portions  thus 

re-exported,    dunng    the    third    and 

fourth  quarters  of  1815,  will  amount 

to  the  sum  of 3,500,000  00 

The  bounties  and  allowances  actually 

payable  during  the  year  1315,  will 

be  small,  probably  not  exceeding       •       100,000  00 
The  expenses  of  collection  will  be  aug- 
mented by  the  cost  of  several   new 

revenue  cutters,  to  replace  those  lost 

during  the  war.     The  whole  amount 

may  be  estimated  at         -         -         -        900,000  00 


4,899,360  80 


And  will  leave  for  the  net  amount  of 
the  revenue  of  customs,  accruing  in 
the  year  1815,  the  sum  of         -         -  28,348,897  02 


This  exceeds  the  sum  stated  in  the  annual  report 
by  an  amount  of  $3,348,897  02 ;  an  excess  produced 
by  the  extraordinary  importations  during  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  year,  beyond  what  had  been  antici- 
pated ;  and  in  relation  to  which  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  remark,  that,  as  those  importations  have  sur- 
charged the  market  with  many  articles,  a  proportionate 
diminution  in  the  importation  of  those  articles,  and 
consequently  of  the  duties  upon  such  importations 
during  the  ensuing  year  may  be  expected. 

It  ought  also  to  be  observed,  that  this  excess  will  be 
wholly  absorbed  by  the  deficit,  as  stated  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  moneys  receivable  into  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  1816;  and,  indeed,  will  be  insuflicient  to 
meet  the  whole  of  that  deficit.  But  it  will  relieve  the 
Treasury  from  the  necessity  of  borrowing  money,  or 
of  issuing  Treasury  notes,  or  of  leaving  Treasury 
notes  already  issued  in  circulation,  for  making  good 
that  deficit  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  sum  of  $3,348,897 
02,  above  stated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  <Scc. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  William  Lowjtuks,  Chairman,  4-c. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com-  ! 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of 
revenue ;  as  also  on  the  bill  "  to  continue  in  force 


the  act  for  imposing  additional  duties  upon  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  from 
any  foreign  port  or  place;"  also,  on  the  bill  "to 
continue  in  force  the  act  laying  a  duly  on  im- 
ported salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish,  ex- 
ported, and  allowances  to  certain  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  fisheries;"  also,  on  the  bill  ''to  repeal 
so  much  of  the  act  passed  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1314.  as  imposes  additional  duties  on  post- 
age;" also,  on  the  bill  "  to  continue  in  force  cer- 
tain acts  therein  mentioned;"  and  on  sundry 
petitions. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  present  rates  of  du- 
ties (that  is,  what  are  commonly  called  the  double 
duties)  to  the  30th  day  of  June  next,  was  first 
taken  up;  and  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Lowndes  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  thereto  a  new  section,  enacting,  that  from 
and  after  the  30th  June  next,  there  shall  be  laid, 
levied,  and  collected,  in  the  manner  now  proposed 
by  law  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  foreign 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  forty-two  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  duties  then  existing,  until 
a  new  tariff  of  duties  shall  be  established  by  law. 

Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker.)  desirous  to  increase  this 
rate  of  duty,  in  order  to  allow  the  diminution  of 
the  direct  tax,  when  that  question  should  come  up, 
moved  to  strike  out  of  this  section  the  words  forty- 
two,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  fifty  per  cent. — 
which  addition  of  eight  per  cent,  to  the  proposed 
amount,  he  calculated,  would  produce  an  addi- 
tional million  of  dollars  to  the  revenue,  and  allow 
a  diminution  by  so  much  of  the  amount  of  the 
proposed  direct  tax. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  motion  ; 
in  the  course  of  which  the  comparative  exi>ense 
of  the  mode  of  collection  of  this  amount  of  tax 
in  one  way  or  the  other  was  discussed. 

The  motion  was  opposed  on  the  principle  of 
preference  of  the  direct  tax,  in  its  proposed  ex- 
tent, to  increasing  the  duties  on  imports,  by 
Messrs.  Lowndes.  Sergeant.  Hcger.  and  Mil- 
nor;  and  supported  on  the  opposite  ground  by 
Messrs.  Clay  and  Desha. 

Mr.  Clay's  motion  was  negatived,  80  to  64. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  sec- 
tion proposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  words  refer- 
ring to  a  new  tariff  to  be  established,  considering 
them  as  mere  surplusage;  in  which  vtew  he  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Gold3Borouoh.  The  motion 
was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  who  vindi- 
cated them  on  the  ground  of  their  holding  forth 
to  those-  concerned  an  indication  that  these  duties 
were  not  to  be  permanent,  but  limited  in  their 
continuance.  The  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  question  on  adding  the  new  section  (above 
described)  was  decided  in  theaffirraative — yeas85. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thhoop.  a  new  section  was 
added  to  the  bill,  calculated  to  give  greater  secu- 
rity to  the  collection  of  the  duties  established  by 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  so  as  that 
the  rate  of  duties  proposed  to  be  established  to 
take  effect  after  the  30th  June,  shall  take  effect 
from  and  after  the  18th  day  of  February  next. 


ii 


ofR. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


736 


Proceedingt. 


Jandabt, 1816. 


lis  motio|i  was   Degatived    by  a  considerable 

(|.jjority.     j 

i|The  bill  ifor  continuing  the  duty   of  twenty 
j<us  per  biishel  on  salt  was  then  taken  up. 
Mr.  Ran  10LPH  moved  to  strike  out  a  vital  part 
the  bill  ;f  which  was,  in  effect,  a  nootion  lo  re- 
t  it.         i 

This  moi'on  was  supported  with  much  earnest- 
ss  by  Me.-^rs.  Wright,  Pickens.  Jewett,  Ran- 
iLPH,  and*  Stanford,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
CKERINQ^nd  Haroin. 

The  deb^f.  so  far  as  it  applied  to  the  question 

tually  beiore  the  House,  embraced  the  argu- 

jfnts  whi#i  have  been  repeatedly  urged  on  the 

^or  of  Corgress  pro  and  con.  this  tax. 

The  raoti)n  to  destroy  the  bill  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RANf  OLPH  then  made  three  successive  at- 

mpts  to   imend  the  bill:  1st,  so  as  to  limit  its 

'ration  to^'joe  year;  2d,  so  as  to  reduce  it  to  the 

1  rate  of;twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  bushel; 

,  so  as  to^dd  to  the  bill  a  provision  for  an  ad- 

ional  du^  of  five  cents  per  bushel  on  imported 

^^1,  with  a.  view  to  encourage  the  home  trade  in 

t  article^ 

These  several  motions  were  supported  by  Mr. 

ANDOLPu'but  all  rejected;  the  first  by  a  vote 

76  to  46.|the  others  by  considerable  majorities. 

TThe  Confcmittee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bills 

^  the  HoU|e  ;  and  had  leave  to  report  to  sit  again 

MOD  the  reJiainder  of  the  subjects  above  specified. 


I  Tdesday,  January  23. 


(.jMr.  Southard  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
^feholdersjftnd  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New 
Irsey.  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 
ink.  I 

jMr.  JaC'-80N    presented  a  petition  of  Robert 
)we  Stohle,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted 
take  uui  a    patent   for  a  ship's  rudder,  and  a 
mp  fur  extracting   foul   air  from  the  holds  of 
ssels,  of  |vhich  he  is  the  inventor,  as  at  present 
;  is  uaablu  to  do  so.  because  of  his  not  beioga  cili- 
n  of  thej  United  Stales. — Referred  to  Messrs. 
?.CKHON.  II088,  and  Ward  of  Massachusetts. 
r^  Ordered}  That  the  letter  from  William  Lam- 
»rt,  with  Abstracts  of  calculations  relative  to  (he 
itabliahuutQt  of  a   firbt  meridian  at  the  Seat  of 
je  General  Government,  received  on   the  14th 
|t. ;  togetli?r  with  the  memorial  of  the  said  Lam- 
|:ri  heretojure  presented,  and  the  accompanying 
pers  upott  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a 
Ifsi  meridian,  be   referred  to  Messrs.  Nei-Son  of 
f^irginia,  JJIiddleton,   Randolph,  Pitkin,  and 
;^viNG  of  it'ew  York. 

^Mr.  Leu|s  precenied  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
abitants  (*f  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  that 
je  Mercli|nts'  Bank  of  Alexandria  may  be  in- 
Wporated«)y  Congress. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
jiuee  for  iie  District  of  Columbia. 
|Mr.  NeiJion.  uf  Virginia,  pre.sented  a  petition 
'  Willianr»TaihHm,  selling  forth  the  services  he 
;s  renderid  the  nation  in  laying  the  foundation 
a  topographical  esiablishmenl,  and  praying 
,at  jusiicl  and  equity  may  be  adminititered  in 
);»  case,  iliii  his  materials  may  be  purchased  at 


a  fair  price,  and  that  his  remaining  years  and  ex- 
perience may  be  employed  in  such  pursuits  as  the 
President  may  direct  for  the  public  good. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
"confirming  to  the  Navigation  Company  at  New 
Orleans  the  use  and  possessioa  of  a  lot  tn  the  said 
city,"  withouiamendmeni ;  and  the  bill  wascom- 
miited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBERTaoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pre- 
sented on  the  29th  December  last,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  fractional  sections  of  land;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  peiilion  of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  Rox- 
burgh;  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  C.  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander 
Roxburgh;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
were  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of 
that  part  of  the  petition  of  Captain  David  Porter, 
which  relates  to  the  practicability  and  probable 
advantage  to  the  United  States  of  the  hoise  ma- 
rine battery,  proposed  to  be  erected  by  him;  and 
it  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Langdon,  from  a  select  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Moses  Turner;  which 
was  read  ;  when  Mr.  L.  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  .Moses  Turner;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Peter  B.  Porter,  informing  that  he  has  trans- 
mitted to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  a  resignation  of  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  as  one  of  the  members  for  the 
State  of  New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Comstock,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  calcu- 
lating the  pensions  of  the  invalid  soldiers  of  the 
late  war.  trom  the  time  at  which  the  disability  of 
such  soldiers  was  respectively  incurred,  or  such 
soldiers  were  discharged  from  the  Army  in  con- 
sequence thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wendover,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufacturers  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by 
law,  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  introduction 
and  use  of  false  invoices  for  goods  imported  into 
the  United  Stales  from  foreign  ports. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  equalizing  the  laws  re- 
specting the  removal  of  slaves  from  the  State  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  into  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  (he  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  "authorizing 
the  .<?.ile  of  a  lot  of  ground  bflongin?  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  >i  uaied  in  the  town  uf  Knoxville,  in 
the  Stale  of  Tennessee,"  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  10  (he  bill  10  continue  in  force  the  act  for 
imposing  addiiional  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  Irom  aiy  foreign  port 
or  place;  and  the  said  ameudrnenis  being  again 
read,  the  first  thereof  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Tne  question  was  then  stated  to  concur  in  the 
second  amendment,  which  proposes  to  insert  the 
following  section  a<  the  second  in  the  bill  : 

*'  8tc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
aAer  the  JOlh  day  ol  June  next,  there  shall  be  laid, 
levied,  and  collecleJ,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  bj 
law,  fur  the  collection  of  duties  on  foreign  goods,  wares, 
aod  merchandise,  the  sum  ut  42  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  tbe  duties  which  shall  then  exut  on  foreign  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  untd  a  new  tariff  of  daties 
shall  be  established  by  law." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Grosvenor  toamend 
the  said  amendment,  by  striking  out  these  words  : 
"a  new  tariff  of  duties  shall  be  established  by 
law."  and  inserting  "the  first  day  of  February. 
1817.  unless  a  new  tariff  of  duties  shall,  before  that 
time,  be  established  by  law.'' 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Grosvenor, 
opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  and  negatived — ayes 
57,  noes  87. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Desha,  to 
amend  the  said  amendment,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  forty-two,"  and  inseriing  "  fifty  ;''  and  the 
question  being  taken,  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  68,  nays  80,  as  follows: 

Yiia — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Bassett, 
Bennett,  Birdsall,  Blount,  Brooks,  Br7an,  Burnside, 
Burwell,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chipinan,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Cloplon,  Condict,  Creighton,  Darlington, 
Desha,  Forney,  Habn,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister, 
Henderson,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King 
of  Worth  Carohna,  Love,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Ma- 
elsy,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
NelBon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Koane,  K'Mt,  8avage,  Sharpe, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Thomas,  Town- 
send,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wheaton,  While- 
side,  Williams,  WiUoughby,  William  Wilson,  and 
Yancey. 

Nais — Mes«T«.  Archer,  Atherton,  Bateman,  Bay- 
lies, BetU,  Budseye,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Bngham,  Cady,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clenden- 
nin,  Comstock,  Crawlord,  Culpeper,  Culhbert,  Da- 
Tenport,  Forwyth,  liaston.  Gold,  Griffin,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Irwin  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Jewett,  Kent,  King  ot  Massachusetts,  Lang- 
don, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Middleton,  Mills, 
Motiil,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Moseley,  Murfree, 
NeUoQ  of  Ma8sachu»eits,  Noyrs,  Pickering,  Piikin, 
Pleasants,  Reed,  Rice,  Robertson,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Ser- 
geant, Schenck,    Shetfey,    Slanlord,   Strung,    Stuart, 
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Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Throop, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wendover,  Wilcox, 
Wilde,  Wilkin,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,' 
and  Yates. 

Mr.  Reed  renewed  the  motion  he  made  yester- 
day, as  staled  before;  which  motion  was  again 
negatived. 

The  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered lo  be  engrossed  for  a  ihird  reading. 

The  bill  for  continuing  ihe  duly  on  imported 
salt,  was  next  taken  up.  An  amendment  was 
proposed,  by  Mr.  Brigham,  to  commute  the  duty 
to  fifteen  cents  on  every  fifty-six  pounds  of  salt, 
but  was  negatived.  The  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Hou«e  then  resolved  it.';elf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  revenue  subject. 

The  bill  first  taken  up,  was  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force  the  acts  therein  mentioned,  being  those 
embracing  the  duties  which  the  House  had  de- 
termined by  resolution  to  continue,  viz  :  the  duty 
on  stamps,  and  that  00  sugar  refined  within  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Bur.nside  moved  toamend  the  bill  in  that 
part  embracing  the  continuation  of  the  duty  on 
stamps,  so  as  to  exempt  from  taxation  discounted 
note.s  and  bills  of  exchange.  This  motion  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  Burnside  and  Milnor,  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Lngham,  and  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  other  bill,  for  repealing  so  much  of  an  act 
laying  certain  duties  as  relates  to  the  additional 
duties  on  postage,  was  next  taken  up.  A  propo- 
sition was  made  toamend  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Ward, 
so  as  to  include  a  modification  of  the  duty  on 
sales  at  auction  ;  which  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills 
to  the  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  continue  the  double  da- 
ties  on  imports,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
without  a  divison. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  tbe  bill  laying  a 
duty  on  imported  salt,  was  read  a  third  time. 
The  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage  having  been 
required  by  Mr.  Stanford — a  debate  arose  on 
its  passage,  which  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ross, 
Stanford,  Randolph,  Brigham,  and  C.  King. 

The  opposition  to  the  bill  was  on  various 
grounds,  but  the  debate  turned  principally  on  the 
liability  to  abuse  of  the  privilege  of  drawback  to 
those  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries.  The  lax 
was  also  opposed  as  oppressive,  and  as  being  one 
of  the  war  taxes,  which  it  was  said  ought  not  to 
be  continued.  The  field  of  debate  was  entirely 
relinquished  to  ihe  opponents  of  the  bill,  except 
by  those  who  defended  the  bounty  to  fisher- 
men  dec. 

Mr.  Stanford  declared  that  he  considered  it 
ihe  most  iniquitously  unequal  tax  that  ever  was 
imposed.  The  Western  country,  he  said,  paid 
none;  and  one  Slate  paid  nearly  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  while  tbe  whole  pro- 
duce of  tiie  tax  was  fixed  at  five  hundred  thou- 
sand;  so  that  that  one  State  paid  almost  a  third 
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tax;  and,  in    the  fishiog  countries, 

S«y   siuunled   the  salt  they   used,  aod  yet   re- 
ived a  df^wback  or  bouDty  equal  to  the  amount 
the  tax  Kpoo  it. 
Mr.  Pic^f.RiNG  said,  the  gentleman  from  Caro- 
JLia  labore|^   under  a  mistake.     He  wished  the 
Soorable  Aentleman  would  produce  his  evidence 
n  the   chaj^ge.     Smuggling  salt  was,  from  the 
Sry  natur/of  the  thing,  so  improbable  that  the 
Mez.  of  It  Vvas  ridiculous.     The   fishing  vessels 
kere  smail|aDd  the  owners  knew  what  salt  was 
&]uired.  aiid   took  enough   to  sea  to  cure  their 
^h  ;  ibey  ,^ere  not  so  foolish  as  to  depend  upon  j 
^recariou^ supply — none  of  them  would  run  the 
Bk  of  defeating  their  voyage,  by  going  out  upon  I 
Be  bare  ch*,nce  of  meeting  a  vessel  from  abroad  \ 
I^Jen  with  .•alt.     He  said  that  every  encourage-  ' 
^ent  was  V)w,  more  than  ever,  necessary  to  fish-  1 
en  ;  th«i  town  of  Marblehead  was  almost  de-  I 
oyed   by/the   effects  of  the  war.     A   hundred  ! 
hing  vessels  sailed  out  of  it.  carrying  about  a 
usand   i^en.  before  the  war ;  but  now  there 
re  but  tlvrty-three;  at  the  same  time  the  peo- 
;  were  so  impoverished  that  they  were  not  able 
build  ve^i^els.  and  their  right  to  fish  on  the  coast 
Labradiy.  Newfoundland,  and  the  Gulf  of  St. 
wrcnce,:'was  taken  from  them  in  consequence 
the  war. 

Mr.  Ram^olph  said,  it  was  stated  by  a  late  Sec- 
ry  of  t|ie  Treasury,  that  the  allowance  paid 
the  fislm^ies  in  lieu  of  drawback,  surpassed  the 
ty  accru^'ng  from  the  lax  upon  the  salt  they 
ed  ;  the  reason  was,  that  the  fishermen  received 
It  from  vjssels  at  sea,  and  sold  their  drawback 
bentures'  to  purchase  rum  and  other  articles, 
e  went  rr^uch  at  length  into  this  abuse,  an  ac- 
uot  of  w^iich  he  had  received  that  very  morn- 
g,  from  ^  very  respectable  and  intelligent  in- 
rmant.    ) 

^^  Mr.  Reiid  observed,  he  rose  principally  to  cor- 
•"*ct  some  rrrors  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
om   Nori^ti  Carolina.  (Mr.  Stanford.)  and  the 
norable -eenileman  from   Virginia.  (Mr.  Ran- 
OLPH  )  h<d  fallen  into,  in   relation  to  the  draw- 
ck  on  tl»e  salt  duty,  allowed  to  persons  engaged 
(he  fishi^ries. 

I  approi#e,  said  he,  of  the  bill  now  under  dis- 
luussion,  arjd  hope  I  may  be  indulged  a  few  min- 
gtes  in  ufffring  some  reasons  in  favor  of  the  vote 
^shail  givf . 
♦  We  are.deeply  m  debt,  and  need  considerable 
mount  cf  revenue  to  meet  our  engagements 
nd  support  our  credit.  From  what  sources >hall 
e  obtair^  the  revenue  we  need?  A  duty  on 
;alt  Was  r'mposed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
dministrjition  of  Washington,  and  was  twice 
Increased  lluring  the  first  nine  years  of  the  Fed- 
f^ral  Govefnmeot.  This  duty  was  continued  un- 
A\  1806.  v^^an  we  have  a  stronger  expression  of 
Khe  opinio})  of  former  legislatures  on  the  subject  ? 
^"5  It  IS  lr*e  the  salt  tax  falls  on  all  cla>ses  of 
nien,  but  't  is  aUo  true  (with  the  provisions  of 
f3pis  bill)  i{  oppres>e.s  none. 

*•/  It  is  a  >'ax  which  operates,  in  many  respects, 
jiustly.  Sfclt  is  so  bulky,  and  comparatively  of 
^o  small  v^lue,  that  it  cannot  be  smuggled.   The 


honest  man  pays  no  more  than  (he  dishonest  and 
dishonorable.  But  we  have  been  informed  by  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Jew- 
ETT,)  that  salt  is  smuggled  into  Vermont  from 
Canada,  and  he  mentions  the  fact  as  a  reason 
against  imposing  a  duty  on  salt. 

Sir,  to  me,  this  information  was  truly  surpri- 
sing. I  never  before  heard  of  smuggling  salt.  If 
(he  information  be  correct,  and  it  comes  from 
such  a  source  that  I  do  not  doubt  it,  on  what 
article  of  importation  shall  we  impose  a  tax  ?  I 
have  long  been  of  opinion  that  the  sreat  difficul- 
ty in  smuggling  salt,  and  evading  the  duty,  was 
a  sound  reason  for  imposing  it,  and  so  far  from 
being  per;»uaded  to  change  my  opinion  by  the 
statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  I  am  more 
than  ever  convinced  of  the  expediency  of  the 
duty.  No  doubt,  great  changes  have  of  late 
taken  place  in  this  country,  in  relation  to  the 
payment  of  duties.  I  fear  many  are  not  influ- 
enced by  those  honorable  and  honest  principles 
which  ought  to  govern  any  man.  If  we  cannot 
collect  a  duty  on  salt,  on  account  of  smuggling, 
on  what.  I  ask  gentlemen,  can  we  collect  reve- 
nue? Can  we  collect  it  from  a  duty  on  silks 
and  broadcloths?  Can  we  collect  it  from  valua- 
ble goods  of  small  bulkt 

But  the  bill  is  opposed  because  it  operates  ua- 
equally.  The  land  tax  is  probably  most  equal  in 
its  operation,  yet  many  grndeuien,  perhaps  a 
majori(y,  are  dissadsfied  with  it.  1  beg  gentle- 
men who  complain  of  the  inequality  of  this  duty, 
to  examine  for  a  moment  (he  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  (he  Trea^ury,  as  it  respects  the  com- 
parand amount  of  tlie  internal  duties  paid  by 
different  Slates.  I  hold  the  report  in  my  hand. 
The  State  of  Massachusetts  paid  of  the  carriage 
(ax  S33,995  24;  Vermont  paid  of  the  same  tax 
$2,890  24.  The  whole  tax  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $225,178  47.  Massachusetts  paid  uf  the 
auction  tax  $35,350  04;  Vermont  paid  S14  25; 
New  Hampshire  paid  $776  67  ;  North  Carolii»« 
paid  $1,237  62  ;  Virginia  paid  84,079  37.  I  wiU 
proceed  no  further.  It  must  be  manifest  to  all, 
that  any  one  of  the  above  taxes  operates  extreme- 
ly unequal.  Some  press  harder  on  one  place  and 
class  of  people,  and  some  on  another.  We  ought 
as  far  as  po.>isible  so  to  impose  taxes  as  to  operate 
equally  on  all.  and  oppressively  on  none.  The 
high  price  of  salt  in  some  places  is  not  owing  to 
the  duty,  but  to  the  expense  of  (ransportation. 

It  has  been  observed  by  some  gentlemen  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  that  the  inhabitants  on  the 
seacoast  pay  much  heavier  taxes  than  tho.se  in 
the  interior  of  the  country.  Most  of  such  per- 
^ons  are  seamen,  or  engaged  in  commerce.  They 
cannot  raise  their  own  wool  and  flax,  and  manu- 
facture their  own  clothes,  nor  can  they  live  al- 
most wholly  on  the  produce  of  their  farms^.  They 
live  principally  on  imported  articles,  as  cufiee, 
tea,  sugar,  mola.sses,  &c.,  which  can  hardly  be 
dispensed  with  at  sea.  From  their  situation  and 
circumstances,  therefore,  they  u>e  much  more  of 
foreign  and  imported  articles  than  those  wliolive 
in  the  interior  of  the  country  on  farm*,  and  they 
of  course  pay  much  more  of  the  double  duties. 
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Some  gentlemen  seem  to  speak  as  if  salt  were 
the  only  necessary  of  life,  and  the  salt  duty  the 
only  tax  felt  by  the  poor.  This,  I  think,  a  mis- 
take. Moiit  of  the  taxes  imposed  fall  on  the  poor 
as  well  as  the  rich.  The  poor  must  be  fed  aod 
clothed.  They  will  use  many  imported  articles 
which  we  may  consider  necessaries  ;  on  all  these 
articles  heavy  duties  are  imposed. 

Sir,  notwithstanding  all  I  have  heard  against 
manufacturers,  in  my  opinion  they  merit  our  at- 
tention. I  would  not  encourage  them  to  the  in- 
jury of  any  other  interest.  We  ought  to  consult 
the  real  interest  of  all — of  the  farmer  or  planter 
— of  (he  mechanic  or  manufacturer — and  of  (he 
merchant.  What  was  the  situation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  of  New  England  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  ?  Did  not  (he  inhabi(ants  of  (his 
couo(ry,  at  that  time,  suffer  for  the  want  of  many 
necessary  raanufac(ories  ?  The  price  of  salt  at 
that  lime  in  New  England,  on  the  seacoast,  was 
four  nr  five  dollars.  AAer  the  duty  on  salt  was 
imposed  and  continued  a  number  of  years,  some 
of  our  citizens,  believing  the  duty  would  be  con- 
tinued, erected  salt-works,  at  great  labor  and  ex- 
pense, vats  and  covers  to  make  salt  or  sea  water 
by  evaporation.  It  has  been  considered  as  a 
manufactory  highly  useful.  It  has  been  encour- 
aged by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and, 
no  doubt,  all  purchasers  have  derived  an  advan- 
tage from  the  competition  and  consequent  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  of  salt.  When  the  law  impo- 
sing a  duty  on  ^alt  was  repealed,  in  1806,  the 
manufacturers  suffered  extremely.  What  has 
been  (he  effect  of  the  salt  manufactories  during 
the  late  war  in  Maissachu.<-eits  ?  Salt  has  been 
sold  in  their  neighborhood  for  less  than  one  dol- 
lar per  bushel.  Similar  salt-works  may  be  erect- 
ed almost  anywhere,  where  there  is  salt  water. 
Some  who  complain  of  the  salt  duty  have  prob- 
ably derived  an  advantage  already  from  the 
manufactory,  greater  than  all  the  duty  they  have 
ever  paid. 

The  amount  of  drawback,  mentioned  by  (he 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Stanford.)  paid  some  years  ago,  probably  in- 
cludes the  drawback  (hen  allowed  on  salted  pro- 
visions, on  which  a  drawback  is  not  now  allowed. 
If  not,  It  has  no(  been  proved  that  the  drawback 
at  that  time  exceeded  the  duty  paid  on  salt  actu- 
ally used  in  the  fisheries. 

The  sum  of  four  dollars  per  ton  allowed  to 
fishing  vt-ssels,  which  have  been  employed  four 
mouths,  in  lieu  of  a  drawback,  may,  in  some  in- 
stances, exceed  (he  du(y  on  sal(  used  ;  but,  I  do 
not  believe,  on  the  whole,  it  is  an  equivalen(. 

In  the  year  1792,  a  number  of  petitions  were 
presented  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  fish- 
eries. They  were  referred  to  Thomas  Jefferson, 
then  Secretary  of  State.  He  examined  the  sub- 
ject, and  gave  a  detailed  report.  The  result  of 
his  investigation  is.  that  no  nation  was  ever  able 
to  carry  on  the  fisheries  without  supporting  them 
from  the  Treasury;  but  is  of  opinion  that  the 
advantage  of  our  situation  '•  would  place  our 
'fisheries  on  a  ground  somewhat  higher ;  such 
*  as  (0  relieve  our  Treasury  from  that  necessuy, 


bu(  no(  to  permit  it  to  draw  support  from  them. 
'  nor  to  dispense  the  Government  from  the  obli- 

•  gallon  of  effectuating  free  markets  for  them," 
What  was  his  opinion  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  fisheries?  What  has  been  the  opinion  of 
European  nations,  and  of  the  wise  men  of  our 
own  ?     "  If  (said  he)  our  fisheries  be  suffered  to 

•  decay,  the  loss  of  seamen,  unnoticed,  would  be 
'  followed  by  other  losses  in  a  long  train.  If  we 
'  have  no  seamen,  our  ships  will  be  useless,  con- 
'  sequently  our  ship  timber,  iron,  hemp,  and  ship- 
'  building  be  at  an  end;  ship  carpenters  go  over 
'  to  other  nations;  our  young  men  have  no  call 
'  to  the  sea;  our  produce  be  carried  in  foreign 
I  bottoms,  be  saddled  with  war  freight  and  insu- 
'  ranee  in  time  of  war,  and  history  will  prove 
'  that  the  nation  which  would  be  our  carrier  has 

'  for  one  hundred  yi  ars  past,  bad  three  years  of 
'  war  for  four  years  of  peace." 

I  am  desirous  to  answer  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanford,) and 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  because  I  think  their  staiemenu  er- 
roneous, and  yet  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  reply. 
Their  charges  consist  of  surmises  and  suspicions. 
They  say  they  have  been  informed  that  vessels 
frequently  go  to  sea,  on  a  fishiog  voyage,  without 
salt,  expecting  to  meet  vessels  at  sea  loaded  with 
salt,  and  there  supply  themselves  and  evade  the 
duty. 

The  gentlemen  are  totally  mistaken.  I  have 
been,  for  some  years,  well  acquainted  with  a 
number  of  men  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  and  I 
never,  until  this  day,  heard  it  suggested.  I  be- 
lieve gentlemen  in  an  error,  for  the  reason  offered 
by  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  PicK.ERiNa.) 
What  rational  man  would  ever  act  so  unwisely? 
Go  a  thousand  miles  to  sea  with  a  vessel  and 
seven  or  eight  men  after  fish  without  salt  ?  With- 
out salt  they  could  do  nothing.  What  man,  ia 
his  senses,  would  run  such  a  hazard  to  defraud 
the  Government  of  $40?  I  assure  gentlemen 
they  have  no  occasion  to  apprehend  any  danger 
from  the  case  mentioned.  I  hope  their  honor 
and  honesty  would  be  sufficient  security,  if  not, 
their  interest  certainly  will. 

We  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.)  that  he  has  been  in- 
formed by  a  respectable  and  intelligent  man  that 
the  fishing  business  failed  after  the  repeal  of  (he 
salt  du(y  ;  that,  perhaps,  the  debenture  certifi- 
cate might  be  very  convenient  for  those  poor 
men,  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  to  purchase  what- 
ever they  might  need  for  the  voyage,  or  for  their 
families. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  a  fact,  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  fisheries  declined,  in  consequence  of 
the  repeal  of  the  salt  duty. 

There  were  more  vessels  engaged  in  the  fish- 
ing business  in  1807  than  at  any  former  period. 
Since  that  period  other  causes  have  destroyed 
the  fisheries.  But  had  the  honorable  gentleman 
been  correct  in  his  information  on  the  subject, 
he  himself  in  the  close  of  his  statement  offered 
a  sufl5cient  reason  for  their  decline,  to  wit,  that 
poor  men  engaged  in  the  fisheries  wanted  ready 
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Ing  the  Cyntinuance  of  the  duty  on  salt,  and 
[as  has  bieo  ioiimaied  that  the  drawback  ex- 
iled the  diiy.  Indeed  from  what  I  have  been 
10  learnjon  the  subject  from  men  engaged  in 
'business. I  do  not  believe  the  drawback  ex- 
h  the  d  ,ly.  I  believe  those  engaged  in  the 
ieries  haye  [laid  this  year  as  much  duiy  on 
over  ani^above  the  drawback  as  farmers  who 
ss  prop<  rty  of  equal  value. 
Gfeel  bapfty  to  agree  with  the  honorable  gen- 
rth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanford,) 
laracter  and  importance  of  this 
^8  of  citizen.".  I  fully  concur  with  him  in 
lion  that  the  fisheries,  a«  a  nursery  of  hardy, 
jepid.  goo(|  seamen,  are  of  vastly  more  conse- 
^oce  to  thjs  nation  than  military  academies. 
xuiw,  by  the  consent  and  approbation 
ar^  to  have  a  navy.  Indeed  the  result 
_.  _.  e  \^ars  has  demonstrated  its  utility.  It 
(Hmi  beboovirs  us  to  act  wisely,  and  foster  the 
fi  Aeries,  th;i|t.  should  war  unfuriuoately  again 
h^^^pen,  the>|  fishermen  (wholly  without  em  ploy- 
it  in  lin^  of  war)  may  enter  on  board  our 
led  ships^and  do  as  they  always  have  done, 
rely  fishf  in  defence  of  their  country.  Du- 
the  R«(voluliunary  war  and  late  war,  they 
fe  suflVre^  more  than  any  other  class  of  citi- 
ls ;  still  (oey  expect  no  favors.  They  now 
heavy  t4xes  unknown  to  others,  such  as  du- 
on  hooks  and  lioes,  duck,  cordage,  naval 
^es.  and  t'^nnage. 
«-am  not  u.spo>ed  to  comment  upon  the  lale 
ivftr  with  (Ireal  Briiain,  or  the  late  treaty.  I 
trMt,  huwevvr,  it  will  not  be  improper  on  this 
oMasion  toistate,  that  previous  to  the  late  war, 
.enjoyed ''mportant  privileges  which  are  now 
.  I  par^cularly  allude  to  the  privilege  of 
ing  fish  pt  Newfoundland,  and  also  on  the 
[sis,  baysjand  creeks  of  all  other  of  His  Bri- 
t^nic  Majt'^ty's  dominions  in  America,  and  to 
d  \  and  cut«;  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled  bays, 
h  jbors,  am*  creeks  of  Nora   Scotia,  Magdalen 

I  iind,  and  ^ape  Labrador,  so  lonj  as  the  same 
S{  ill  remaiL  unsettled.  This  nation  once  es- 
!•  jmed  It  ^n  important  privilege.  After  our 
Ii  Mruluiiona.vy  war.  our  Aniba.ssadors  absolutely 
iwiisted  on  liie  right  of  the  fisheries.  They  would 
dI  4  sign  evyti  *  treaty  of  peace  unless  that  right 
y^  secureti.     It  dfserves  to  be  noticed  that  our 

[{filege  to,  the  fisheries  was  secured  by  the  3d 
tele  of  liia  Treaty  of  Peace.  It  also  consti- 
f^  the  3J  article  of  the  definitite  treaty  of 
»3.  J 

lorbear  «-t  this  time  to  go  into  considerations 
)f*the  valu^  of  the  privilege  we  have  lost,  be- 
c  ^se  I  trust- we  are  now  treating  for  it.  I  hope 
ii  tvill  yet  bf  obtained,  that  we  may  be  placed  in 

II  jf»  respectj  in  a.s  favorable  a  situation  as  we 
H  p^e  previoys  to  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

^Ir.  Kino  fxpressed  hi^  disbelief  of  the  informa- 
t!  ji  given  ii  Mr.  Kandolph.  No  man.  he  said, 
v;^ld  su  to^«ea  on  the  bare  hope  uf  meeting  a 
V  «>t-l  frum  ffurks  Island  casually  sailing  with  a 
<  ^0  uf  salil 

jit.  RAALyjLPB  said  that  if  large  vessels  sailed 

t 


ey,  whic^  was  obtained  by  their  debentures^  from  the  New  England  ports  to  the  West  Indies 

and  men  ventured  in  them  three  thousand  miles 
without  a  compass,  rather  than  go  to  the  expense 
of  one,  they  would  feel  no  difficulty  to  go  to  sea 
on  the  hope  of  getting  salt,  particularly  if  they 
calculated  upon  the  salt  vessels  from  Turks 
Island,  running  purposely  in  the  track  of  the 
fishing  vessels. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Stanford  to  postpone 
the  bill  to  Monday,  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  passing  of  the  bill,  and  carried,  at  a  late 
hour. — Yeas  89,  nays  52,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  .\rcher,  Baker,  Bassett, 
Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  BetU,  Birdsall,  Birdseye, 
Blount,  Bc«s,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Corn- 
stock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creigbton,  Cuihbert,  Dar- 
lington, Davenport,  Desha,  Korsyth,  Gold,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  HAOiuiond,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Hen- 
derson, Hopkinbon,  Hulbert,  Ingham.  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kent,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Law,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Maclay,  Mason,  Mayrant,  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  Middlelon,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
ants, Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  RoberUon,  Root,  Rug- 
gles.  Sergeant,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stearns, 
Sturge*,  Tallmadge,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Tay- 
lor of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop, 
Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  .MassachuKctts,  Wendo- 
ver,  Wilde,  Willoughby,  ThomaM  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Yancej,  and  Yates. 

Nays — Messrs.  Atherton,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Burnside,  Burweil,  Cady,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clark  of 
North  Carolina,  Clopton,  Culpeper,  Gaston,  Golds- 
borough,  Hahn,  Hall,  Heister,  Hungerford,  Irwin  of 
Pennsylvania,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Langdon,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  McCoy,  Moffit,  Moore  of  South  Carolina.  Nel- 
son of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyea, 
Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Randolph,  Rice,  Roane,  Rosa, 
Savage,  Southard,  Stanford,  Strong.  Taggart,  Tate, 
Vose.  WhiUside,  Wilcox,  Williams,  William  Wilson, 
and  Wrigbt. 


Wednesday,  January  24. 

A  mes.sage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  bill  from 
this  House,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
cbarge of  James  Jewelt  from  his  imprisoonieot." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  authorizing  the  sale 
of  a  lot  of  ground  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
situated  in  the  town  of  Knoxville  and  Slate  of 
Tennessee."  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  credentials  of  the  members 
of  thisHouse,declaringtliem  sufficieai,d6C.i  which 
was  read. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEES. 

Mr.THROOP.  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
WHS  referred  the  petition  of  Abraham  Markle  and 
Gideon  Frisbie  and  their  associates,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Canadian  refugees, 
who  joined  the  American  Army  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. — Tbe  report  is  as  follows: 
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That,  on  du«  consideration  of  Iha  meroofial,  and  of 

tbo  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  contained,  they  are 
satisfied  that  the  memorialists  and  their  associates  were 
residents  in  Upper  Canada  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  which  they  had  migrated  from  the  United  States ; 
that,  unwilling  to  take  up  arms  against  their  native 
country,  being  attached  to  th^  principles  and  forms  of 
its  (tovernment,  and  encouraged  by  the  hopes  of  suc- 
cess and  protection  held  out  to  them  by  the  command- 
ers of  the  several  American  armies  which  appeared  on 
their  frontier  and  invaded  their  province,  they  aban- 
doned their  families  and  their  fortunes,  and  joined  the 
American  standard  ;  that  these  acts  incurred  a  torteit- 
ure  of  their  eetales  to  the  Uritibh  Government,  which 
were  seized  to  the  use  of  that  Government  by  its  offi- 
cers, in  pursuance  of  laws  passed  for  that  purpose.  It 
further  appeared  to  your  committee  that  the  memori- 
alists and  their  associates  joined  the  American  Army 
at  a  period  when  their  services  were  much  wanted, 
and  that  they  were  with  the  Army  in  all  iu  important 
actions  and  operations  on  the  Niagara,  during  the  cam- 
paign of  1814,  under  General  Brown,  and  contributed 
much  to  iu  success  by  their  bravery,  their  acquaint- 
ance with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canadas,  and  the 
knowledge  they  imparted  of  the  local  situation  of  the 
country  ;  that,  in  consequence  of  their  adherence  to 
the  American  cause,  some  of  them  were  reduced  from 
opulence,  and  all  of  them  to  want. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
case  of  the  memorialists  and  their  associates  presents 
a  strong  claim  on  the  equity  of  this  Govtrnment,  and 
have  instructed  their  chairman  to  present  a  bill  for 
their  relief. 


RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  Robertson  offered  for  consideration  a  res- 
olution to  this  effect : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  information 
as  he  may  possess,  which  he  may  not  think  it  impro- 
per to  communicate,  relative  to  tbe  demands  said  to 
have  been  made  by  the  Government  of  Spain  for  the 
cession  of  a  part  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  ifelt  it  his  duty  to  make  this 
motion,  in  consequence  of  the  reports  with  which 
the  papers  in  various  parts  of  the  nation  teemed 
ID  respect  to  this  subject.  If  it  was  a  topic  highly 
interesting  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
generally,  it  was  particularly  so  to  the  people  of 
the  State  which  he  represented,  (Louisiana.) 
They  had  been  sufficiently  annoyed  and  vexed, 
for  the  last  fifteen  years,  by  frequent  changes  and 
rumors  of  changes  of  their  form  of  Government ; 
and  whether  this  report  were  true  or  not,  it  was 
proper  that  the  minds  of  his  constituents  should 
be  quieted  in  regard  to  it.  The  immense  distance 
at  which  they  were  situated  from  the  Seat  of 
Government  would  make  them  more  anxious  to 
know  the  truth  on  this  head;  and  he  should  feel 
that  he  neglected  their  interests  if  he  failed  to 
make  the  effort  which  he  had  done,  to  remove  all 
doubts  from  their  minds  on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate,  and 
without  a  division  ;  and  Messrs.  Robertson  and 
Clayton  appointed  a  coiuinittee  to  lay  the  same 
before  the  President. 


THE  REVENUE, 

The  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  acts 
therein  mentioned— the  act  laying  a  duty  on  bank 
notes  and  notes  discounted,  and  the  bill  laying  a 

duty  on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  S.aies 

was  read  a  third  time.     The  question  on  the  pat. 

sage  of  the  bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 

Mr.  Randolph  having  required  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  record  his  vote 
against  it.  For  the  bill  103.  against  it  43,  as 
follows: 


Yeas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ath«r> 
ton.  Baker,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  BelU,  Birds- 
eye,  Blount,  Boss,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Burnside, 
Burweil,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Chipman,  Clarke  of  N.  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentackj, 
Clendennin,  Condict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gas- 
ton, Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Har- 
din, Hawes,  Henderson,  Huger,  Hungerford,  Ingham, 
Irving  of  New  York,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  King  of  N.  Carolina,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  LyIe,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  .McKee, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Moore  of  South  CaroUna, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickens, 
Pleasants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root, 
Ross,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharp,  ShefTey,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor 
of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Towns- 
end,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendo- 
ver,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Williams,  Thomas 
Wilson,  William  WUson,  Woodward,  Yancej,  and 
Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown, 
Champion,  CiUey,  Clay  ton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Gold, 
Goldsborough,  Hale,  Hopkinson,  Jeweti,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Langdon,  Law,  Lovett,  Lyon.  Mason,  Mills, 
Milnor,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Noyes,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Sergeant,  Stanford,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Slurges, 
Taggart,  Tate,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  WUcoi, 
and  Wright. 

Ordered.  That  the  title  be  "At  act  continuing 
in  force  certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes, 
refined  sugars,  and  for  other  purposes." 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  23d  of  December, 
1814,  as  imposes  additional  duties  on  postage," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  info  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  remainder  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  question  before  the  House  on  the  last  ad- 
journment, and  which  now  recurs,  was  on  a  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Clay  to  strike  out  three  milliuns,  the 
amount  of  the  direct  tax  proposed  to  be  levied 
annually  on  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay,  considering  the  decision  o(  the 
House  yesterday,  in  regard  to  a  proposed  increase 
of  the  duties  on  imports,  as  decisive  against  his 
object,  which  was  to  substiiute  lor  a  part  of  the 
proposed  direct  tax  a  small  additional  duty  on 
imports,  calculated  to  produce  the  same  amount — 
withdrew  his  motion.  He  then  moved  to  amend 
the  resolve  respecting  the  direct  tax,  so  as  to 
I  limit  it  to  one  year,  with  a  view  to  place  it  annu- 
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under  tRe  control  of  this  House.     This  mo- 
was  agrt^ed  to  by  a  large  majority. 
'ir.  Hard,!!  then  moTed'to amend  the  resolve, 
fs  to  decNre  it  expedient  to  repeal  the  direct 
laws  ah^'gether,  except  so  much  as  is  neces- 
to  enfoCiie  the  collection  of  the  (ax  already 

[r.  HardTn  said  that,  on  Saturday  last,  he  had 
lified  the^ouse  that,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
[intended  «o  bring  the  question  before  them  as 
the  expejiency  of  repealing  the   direct  tax  ; 
r^  on  that  lay,  he  bad  made  one  or  two  efforts 
tt^^riag  th^qaestion   dire<flly  before  the  House 
t,TeB  io  Ck)i^»raiiiee  of  the  Whole,  but  erery  at- 
14  jpt  failed ibecaose.  as  alleged   by  the  Chair,  it 
x\*  not   in  Jrder.     It  ought   not  to  have  been  a 
per  of  iiiHportance  to  ihe  Chair,  in  his  endeav- 
)n  that  d^y  to  present  the  question  for  consid- 
lion,  whiiher  he  was  or  was  not  exactly  in 
order;  ^cause  if  a  man  be  entitled   tu  ad- 
»ion,  his  ^wiogat  the  door  like  a  Frenchman 
»^a  Engli^man,  a  beau  or  a  cluwn,  as  long  as 
l^efaaved  ^fcently,  did  not  add  to  nor  diminish 
right,     t^or  did   he   believe  that   this  want 
IKile  o^  the  ceremony  deemed  important  by 
Chair,  cnght  to  have  prevented  him  from  be- 
beard  tft)on  a  great  oattonal  que«tton.  when 
'was  solicitous  tu  address   the  House  on  the 
or  yhat  because  he  had  had  at  that  time 
eomplaift  so  common  to  some  gentlemen  in 
House, *to   wit:    ihe   speech-making    fever. 
H.  said  that  the  amendraeiu  to  the  resolu- 
of  the  (Jrommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  hav- 
been  ofi^'red  by  him,  it  laid  him  under  ^ome 
igations  jo   the  House  to  assign   the  reasons 
ich  had  ifidoced  him  todo  it.     Mr.  H.  said  he 
a  "iroached  ^he  subject  with  great  diffidence  and 
r  Aiciaoce  ;  'Uiffideni  he  was,  because  he  distrusted 
ll  ^own  ca;Jaciiy  to  do  the  subject  justice;  and 
rfiuetiint  ht-  was,  because,  to  his  great  regret,  he 
witnessed   in  that  House  an  unconquerable 
jispositio|  to  alter,  change,  or  modify  anything 
[lOried  byynyone  of  the  Standing  Committees 
the  Hou  e.     He  said  the  manner  in  which  the 
(islaiive  business  was  conducted  destroyed  the 
)edom  of  legislation  altogether.    The  President 
fnified  hi^  will  to  the  Heads  of  Departments — 
jy  made  their  annual  report  to  the  House,  re- 
imendin|^  the  adoption  of  certain  measures ; 
jwas  pret£r  well  understood  that  what  they  re- 
imendecs  was  the  will  of  the  Executive;  the 
;)orls  of  Ihe  Heads  of  Departments   were  re- 
rred  to  the  Standing  Committees,  a  majority  of 
iom  wer»   followers  of  the  Executive  ;    they 
^pt  in  seci'c't  conclave  for  a  month  or  two,  until 
House  !»ecame  all  anxiety,  and  solicitude  was 
tiptoe.    -Each  day  an  inquiry  would  be  made 
[<ipen  they  would  report?     Not  ready  yet,  would 
the  an^Wer.      The  members  of  the  coramii- 
>v  looked  krave,  pensive,  and   melancholy,  as  if 
Lpressed  \41th  a  mighty  weight  of  thought.     At 
I  they  W«)uld  burst  upon  the  House  with  their 
<f)ort ;  anU  what  was  it  when  madef     A  mere 
kho,  a  meie  response   to  Executive  will,  with 
{    Ifii^ll  Aod  i.'omaterial  variations,  intended  for  the 
J      ^rpo«e  ofjnducing  the  House  to  believe  that 


I 


they  had  matorfd  the  sobject  well,  when,  per- 
haps, ihey  had  never  thought  about  it;  pre-de- 
termined,  from  the  fir>t,  to  re-echo  back  in  sub- 
stance Presidential  will  ;  and  when  (he  report 
thus  made  finds  its  way  into  (he  Hruse.  it  is 
fixed.  Right  or  wrong,  it  must  not  be  altered. 
Each  member  of  the  committee  adheres  10  it, 
each  hanger-on  supports  it,  and  ail,  as  ihe  poet 
says,  '"Who  live  and  never  ihink,"  support  it. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  independent  of  the  dixadvan- 
lages  he  labored  under  as  above  slated,  he  also 
felt  a  little  chagrined  at  (he  manner  in  which 
these  questions  respecting  the  taxes,  direct  and  in- 
direct.are  brought  before  the  House.  E^ch  item  of 
taxation  being  separately  discussed,  each  wheel  of 
the  machinery  is  separately  presented,  and  we  are 
admoni>hed  not  to  touch  it,  because  the  whole 
work  will  be  stopped  if  you  touch  one  of  the 
wheels.  I  have  heard  of  many  manoeuvres  in 
military  and  naval  tactics.  This,  ^ir,  may,  for 
what  I  know,  be  a  system  of  legi.slative  manceu- 
vre,  and  it  is  a  most  admirable  one  to  answer  the 
object  intended  for.  i  know  of  many  who  would 
gladly  make  alterations  io  the  system,  but  do  not 
attempt  it  for  fear  of  breaking  up  its  foundation. 
The  committee  have  had  it  under  cooMderation 
for  a  month  or  two,  and  we  ought  not  to  meddle 
with  it.  Mr.  H.  said  the  task  was  too  Herculean 
for  him  to  believe  that  he  could  effect  and  pro- 
cure the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
him.  Hence  arises,  said  Mr.  H.,  my  reluctance, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  address  at  (his  lime  (his  hon- 
orable committee  ;  but  as  I  pledged  myNclf  to 
the  House  on  Saturday  last  I  woulJ  make  this 
effort  to  repeal  the  direct  tax,  1  now  proceed  to 
redeem  that  pledge — to  perform  that  promise. 

It  is  contended  by  those  in  favor  of  ihe  continua- 
tion of  the  direct  lax,  among  whom  I  am  sorry  to 
see  my  colleague,  the  honorable  Speaker,  first,  (hat 
thedirect  tax  is  necessary, in  aid  of  the  present  and 
prospective  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  to  enable  \.ht 
Government  to  meet  the  demands  against  her, 
which  consist  of  the  neces^ry  expenditures  for 
the  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expenses; 
the  Military  and  Naval  Establishments  ;  ibe  in- 
terest on  the  national  debt  contracted  before  the 
war, and  so  much  of  the  interest  as  we  are  bound 
to  pay  annually,  and  also  the  interest  on  the  debt 
contracted  since  the  war.  It  is  furthermoie  con- 
tended, even  should  the  sum  proposed  tu  be  raised 
by  the  continuance  of  the  direct  tax  be  not  actu- 
ally wanting  for  the  purposes  and  objects  above 
alluded  to,  yet,  that  itie  sy>>tem  itself  ought  to  be 
preserved,  and  ought  never  hereafter  to  be  abol- 
ished, because  it  will  enable  Government  to  ex- 
tend her  internal  improvements,  add  a  large  sum 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and,  also,  by  preserving  the 
system,  the  machine  can  readily  be  put  in  mo- 
tion, whenever  another  war,  or  the  energies  of 
Government  may  demand. 

The  first  point  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  prove, 
Mr.  Chairman,  will  be,  that  the  sum  contemplated 
to  be  raised  by  the  direct  tax  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned by  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  tax,  iii 
not  necessary  to  effectuate  those  objects.  Sec- 
ondly, even  if  it  should  be  necessary,  sooner  than 
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the  tax  should  continue,  it  would  be  better  to  re- 
duce the  standing  army  from  ten  to  six  thousand, 
which  reduction  would  relieve  the  Treasury  from 
an  annual  demand  to  the  amount  of  nearly  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  direct  tax.  I  shall  al.so  en- 
deavor to  show  that  if  the  tax  be  not  necessary 
to  enable  the  Government  to  meet  the  demands 
against  her,  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed  as  an  un- 
wise, an  odious  lax  ;  one  oppressive  in  its  collec- 
tion to  the  Government,  and  oppressive  to  the  peo- 
ple. I  shall,  in  discussing  the  several  points,  in 
passing  along,  notice  such  observation*  as  occur 
to  me,  and  I  deem  materially  pertinent  to  the 
point,  which  were  made  in  opposition  to  the  doc- 
trine I  now  contend  for.  And  lastly,  as  we  have 
in  this  House  heard  much  of  national  glory,  and 
in  what  it  consists,  particularly  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Sooth  Carolina,  I  shall  give,  as  briefly 
as  I  can,  what  constitutes  the  national  glory  of  a 
republican  Government.  As  to  the  first  point  I 
propose  to  establish,  permit  me,  tjefore  I  enter 
into  an  enumeration  of  facts  relating  to  the  de- 
mands against  the  Government,  and  which  she 
will  be  bound  annually  to  pay,  and  also  of  the 
probable  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  to  inform  this 
House  that  I  have  no  data  to  make  my  calcula- 
tions from  except  those  furnished  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  ;  and  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  his  statement  of  facts,  so  far  as  I  rely 
upon  them,  (o  prove  (he  points  I  contend  for,  will 
not  be  doubted,  for  when  he  makes  his  estimates 
from  conjecture,  they  are  made,  it  is  evident,  as 
unfavorable  to  my  side  of  the  question  as  he  could 
possibly  make  them.  For,  turning  your  attention, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  the  sys(em  of  revenue  he 
proposes,  his  object  and  that  of  the  President  can- 
not be  misunderstood;  that  is,  internal  taxes,  di- 
rect and  indirect  ;  large  standing  armies  in  time 
of  peace,  with  a  continual  outcry  of  danger  where 
none  exists  ;  large  sums  of  money  to  be  disbursed 
in  a  variety  of  chimerical  project^,  to  increase  in- 
stead of  lessen  the  demands  against  the  Govern- 
ment. All  this  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  their 
own  ideal  glory, continuing  and  extending  public 
patronage,  and  running  the  road  of  power  in  the 
same  way  that  President  Adams  did,  except  to 
attempt  and  succeed  in  thme  measures  which 
Adams,  when  most  invested  with  power  never 
dreamed  of,  measures  calculated  to  oppress  the 
people  and  destroy  the  republican  form  of  Gov- 
ernment. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  amount  of  the  national  debt,  con- 
tracted before  the  war.  was,  on  the  last  of  Sei>- 
tember,  1815,  $39,135,484  96;  the  interest  and 
annual  reimburseniont  of  that  debt,  as  much  as 
we  are  bound  to  pay  by  contract,  is  $3  460,000; 
the  amount  of  the  funded  debt  since  the  war,  as 
liquidated  and  funded  up  to  the  last  of  September, 
1815,  IS  §70,000,000;  the  interest  which  Govern- 
ment is  bound  annually  to  pay  on  that  debt,  is 
$4,200,000;  the  amount  of  the  civil,  diplomatic 
and  mi>cellaneous  expenses,  is  estimated  at  the 
sum  of  51,800  000;  for  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, at  ten  thousand  men.  t5,112.159;  for  the 


Naval  Establishment,  including  $200000,  an- 
nually appropriated  to  the  increase  of  the  Navy, 
$2,716  510;  the  total  amount  for  all  the  expendi- 
tures, as  estimated  by  the  Secretary,  is  $17,288, 
669.  These  estimates  are  all  made  upon  a  pre- 
dication that  the  Army  will  always  have  their 
complement  of  men  and  officers,  and  no  one  lack- 
ing; and  what  is  somewhat  astooi:^hing,  and 
would  be  more  so,  if  in  these  days  there  was  not 
so  many  strange  things  to  wonder  at,  that  the 
civil  liii  of  next  year,  in  limes  of  peace,  is  esti- 
mated at  $540,000  more  than  was  the  estimate 
for  1812.  So  much  for  dexterity  in  working  hard 
to  waste  public  money  !  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
is  only  one  item  in  my  proofs  going  to  show  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  effectuate  the 
great  administration  system  of  public  patronage, 
arising  from  taxes,  armies,  navies,  6lc.  extended 
his  estimates  higher  than  was  necessary.  Let  iw 
now  examine  the  supposed  receipts  of  the  Trea- 
sury, given  by  the  Secretary,  bottomed  upon  the 
principle  that  the  double  duties  are  tube  continued 
until  June.  1816,  and  the  system  of  indirect  taxa- 
tion adopted  as  recommended.  The  greater  part 
of  the  hills  have  either  passed,  or  the  House,  by  res- 
olutions, has  already  expressed  its  determination  to 
pass  them.  As  to  the  amount  arising  from  tonnage 
and  customs,  after  the  double  duties  cease,  and 
forty-two  per  centum  is  added  to  the  old  duties, 
as  is  contemplated,  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury 
will  be  $17,000,000  ;  internal  duties,  as  estimaied. 
$4,500,000;  sales  of  public  lands,  $1,000,000  j 
postage,  and  incidental  receipts,  $400,000  ;  mak- 
ing 10  the  whole,  exclusive  of  the  direct  tax, 
$22,900,000:  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  after  paying 
off  every  demand  against  Government,  a  surplus 
of  $5  611,331  annually.  But  it  is  contended,  that 
the  receipts  of  the  Govemmeni  are  precarious, 
and  may  fall  short  of  what  ttiey  are  estimated  at. 
I  do  not  believe  that  will  be  the  case,  but,  instead 
of  falling  short,  will  greatly  exceed  what  they  are 
estimated  at;  for  I  do  verily  believe,  they  are  es- 
timated too  low — and  if  I  was  to  say  by  design, 
perhaps  I  would  not  say  too  much;  for,  when  I 
am  speaking  of  design,  it  will  be  remembered  by 
this  House,  that  io  the  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, he  informed  us  that  the  sum  received  and 
receivable  into  the  Treasury  for  last  year,  from 
duties,  was  only  $25,000,000;  but  when,  by  a 
resolution  of  this  House  yesterday,  calling  on 
the  Secretary  to  state,  specifically,  the  amount  of 
each  quarter,  he  this  morning  sent  to  the  House 
this  report,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  in  which 
he  is  compelled  (o  acknowledge  his  mistake,  and, 
no  doubt  to  his  unspeakable  regret,  further  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  in- 
stead of  $25,000,000,  as  stated,  is  $28  848,897.  In 
passing  along,  the  House  must  pardon  these  little 
digressions;  for  I  cannot  omit  pointing  out  those 
little  inaccuracies  in  the  report,  by  way  of  show- 
ing that  the  whole  soul  and  energies  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  his  Ministers  are  devoted  to  this 
favorite  system  of  taxation,  standing  armies,  dtc. 
The  net  amount  of  our  revenue,  arising  Irom 
tonnage  and  customs,  after  the  double  duties,  and 
forty-two  per  centum  is  added  to  the  old  duties, 
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timated^us  I  have  said  before,  ai  817.000,000; 
I  is  a  sutA  >ufiicient  to  es(abli:>h  (lie  jiosition  1 
out   10  pfove.     But  it   is  coniendeJ,  that   the 
•mation  i<  too  hHrh.     To  prove  it  too  Jow,  io 
years  19T17  and  1808,  when  our  trade  was  em- 
assed  h'%  the  restrictive  system,  the  atnouot 
;'onnape  knd  customs  were  somewhere  about 
^,000,000  ;     Now.  if  our  trade  in  imports  and 
;;iiage  ooli'  equals  either  of  these  years,  when 
I  add  fornr  two  per  centum   thereto,  instead  of 
loras  andf tonnage  netting  S'^.OOOOOO.  as  esii- 
ed.  it  wiji  net  upwards  of  $20  000  000.     This 
mate   w^ich  I  have   made  is  fortififd  by  this 
itional  c^cumstauce:  in  1815,  with  the  double 
(les  on,  lb"  tonnage  and  customs  amounted  to 
348,897.'    Take  off  the  double  duties,  and  in 
thereof  add  forty-two  per  centum,  and  if  our 
i)orls  and  ^Tonnage  for  years  to  come  only  equal 
year,  it  >rill  bring  into  the  Treasury  $20,127,- 
But  'i\i  is  said   we  have   lost   the  carrying 
e,  and  a^  the  tonnage  employed  in  it,  and  the 
.ount  of  d'uties  arising  in  consequence  of  some 
"•ds   beiQs*  obliged  to  be  landed   here  to  enable 
vef»sels  |o  clear  from    our   ports.     It   is  also 
ged  we  f  ave  lost  some  of  our  tonnage  in  be- 
restricted;  limited,  and  circumscribed,  in  our 
eries,  (o4e  of  the  acquisitions  obiained  by  the 
r.)     I  ai)i  not,  Mr.  Ctiairmau.  acquainted  with 
se   bran(;hes  of  trade,  and,   iherelbre   do  not 
w  whatHvill  be  the  probable  loss  ihe  revenue 
I  susiain-on  account  of  the  causes  before  men 
t^Jaed  ;    bu(^  I   have  conversed   wiih   gentlemen 

f3  are,  anj  they  inform  me  that  the  probable 
on  acc<»unt  of  the  loss  of  the  carrying  trade 
part  ol,*lhe  fisheries,  will    not  exceed  more 
n   two  niillioQs   per  annum.     But  admit  it  to 
,»,    two,  na^l,  three  millions,  do   you   not   believe 
\f^i  the  increase  of  population  and  wealth  in  this 
(^jntry,  sir<ce   1807  and    1808,  more  than  equals 
partial  losses  to  our  revenue,  and  also  the 
iiional  5oss  the  revenue   may  sustain    by  the 
and  forfeoods  being  to  a  small  extent  supplied 
home    ijjianufacture?      Tne   sales   of   public 
I75)ds  are  tistiraated   at  $1,000,000,   because  the 
eipts  fro^i  that  source  last  year  amounted  to 
I   sum.  'But  I  am    informed   by  a  member  of 
House;  that  the  amount  of  sales  last  year, 
4is  upwarjls  of  $2.000,000 ;  and  this  House  must 
(ow,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  now  the  Indian  war 
over,  whiit  a  vast  population  is  now,  and  will 
for  yearay  rolling  from  the  East  to  the  West — 
much  S'^,  that!  should   nut   be  astonished,  if 
e  sales  ofland,  instead  of  one.  are  three  or  four 
llions  per.annum.     This  House  will  not,  I  trust, 
get  this  further  particular,  that  each  year  the 
mands  a^inst  the  Goveroiaenl  will  be  dimin- 
ed  to  tht»  amount  of  the  interest  upon  each  in- 
Iment  ofrprincipal  that  is  paid,  and  the  sources 
revenue  viU  increase,  and  surely  it  would  be 
Ise  and  sound  policy,  thai  if  the  first  year  we 
're  only  ;(ble  to  meet  the  demands  against  Gov- 
Siment,  syeing   that    the  second   year   we  will 
fc*ve  a  surplus,  which  will  increase  each  succeed- 
year,  iL  ease  the  [»eople  Irom   the   burden  of 
ixaiiou,   dT'y    much   as   possible;    for    they    have 
yeady  suHyred  in  varioud  ways  greatly,  in  coa 
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sequence  of  the  war.  But  it  ia  also  alleo'ed  that 
the  taxes  should  be  continued  lo  put  into  our 
coffers  large  sums  of  money,  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  Sinkine  Fund,  to  extinguish  the  principal 
of  the  new  debt  when  it  becomes  payable,  which 
1  believe  is  in  1825,  1826,  1827  ?  To  that  course 
of  argument  1  aof^wer  that  long  before  that  lime 
the  old  national  debt  will  be  extinguished,  which 
will  leave  a  surplus  of  money  in  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  which  can  be  suppled  to  the  extinguishment 
of  the  principal  of  the  new  debt  as  it  becomes 
due;  and  also,  the  surplus  that  will  remain  from 
the  revenue  without  the  direct  tax.  These  two 
several  items  can  usefully  be  applied  to  ihe  total 
extinction  of  the  principal  of  ihe  new  debt,  when 
it  becomes  due  and  payable.  Mr.  H.  said,  that  he 
would  remind  this  House,  that  when  our  revenue, 
in  1814,  amounted  only  to  $11826.807.  that  the 
domestic  debt,  independent  of  the  foreign  debt, 
which  was  several  million,  amounted,  alter  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana,  to  $80691,120,  and  then 
It  was  not  det-med  necessary  by  the  Pre>ideni  and 
Congress  to  have  eiiher  a  direct  or  indirect  tax  ; 
and  which  debt,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  was 
by  the  ia^t  of  Soplember,  1815,  all  paid  off  but 
S39  000  000;  and  now  we  must  have  both  direct 
and  indirect  taxes  to  a  great  amount, and  forty- two 
per  centum  added  to  the  duties  and  tonnage — all 
for  what  purpose?  because  we  want  it  now  ?  no, 
but  to  apply  it  now  to  a  sinking  fund,  there  to  re- 
main until  the  firstof  thedebt  becomes  due  in  1825. 
To  get  the  money,  Mr.  Chairman,  into  the  public 
coffers  is  the  object;  lo  apply  it  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  is  the  pretext  forgetting  it ;  thus  the  real  ol^ 
jecl  in  collecting  the  money  may  be  three  or  four 
fold.  First, to  havemoney  alcommand  tosquander 
it  away  upon  flatterers  and  favorites:  secondly,  to 
keep  up  the  sysiem  of  taxation  to  strengthen  the 
Executive  by  the  additional  means  of  disiributing 
offices,  and  perhaps  added  to  these  reasons  there 
may  be  some  lilile  reluctance  at  seeing  some 
favorites  go  out  of  office  who  are  now  in.  and 
who  must  be  turned  out  should  thi>  law  be  re- 
pealed ;  or  peradvenlure,  though  tne  idea  lac- 
knowledge  is  somewhat  romantic,  togive  the  heir 
apparent,  when  he  fills  the  Presidential  Chair — 
for  you  all  know  who  I  mean  by  the  heir  apparent, 
(Mr.  Monroe) — the  popularity  attendant  upon  the 
repeal  of  such  odious  laws,  which  will  be  the 
means  of  insuring  his  re-election.  But  we  are 
told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  resolution,  to  which 
I  propose  the  amendment,  is  only  for  one  year; 
this  is  only  sugaring  the  pill  to  make  us  take  the 
medicine  the  better — if  it  be  necessary  for  one 
year  it  is  necessary  for  years  to  come.  It  will  be 
recollected  by  the  House,  that  on  account  of  the 
peace  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury  for  1815  were 
upwards  of  S13,000.000  more  than  the  demand* 
against  the  Government,  and  also  the  receipts 
which  will  accrue  before  the  double  duties  expire, 
which  is  m  June,  1810.  will  bring  such  a  sum 
into  the  Treasury  as  will  enable  the  Guvemmtnt 
to  meet  the  extraordinary  demands  against  her, 
which  demands  Consist  in  the  appropriations  ihi« 
session  to  pay  off  the  demands  due  the  Army,  and 
the   Treasury   notes   now    in   circulatioo.     The 
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Secretary,  in  his  report,  says  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  legislate  for  one  year  only  ;  that  the  Trea- 
sury is  competent  to  meet  all  the  extraordinary 
demands  against  it  this  year. 

But.  if  it  were  otherwise,  and  it  was  necessary 
to   reduce  our  expenses  within  the  income  from 
duties  on  commerce,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  re- 
duce the  Army.    He  was  aware  that,  in  approach- 
ing this  subject,  he  touched  a  hornet's  nest,  and 
perhaps  should  be  stung.     The  Army,  which  io 
1802  was  deemed  so  hurtful,  was  now  the  favorite, 
because   by    its  means  our  friends   can  get  into 
office,  and  we  must  have  an  array  of  10.000  men, 
that  is,  on  paper;  it  was  not  cared  whether  we 
had  the  men,  so  that  we  have  the  officers,  and  the 
surgeons,  contractors,  dbc;  so  that  we  have  the 
bulk  of  this  mammoth,  we  care  little  for  the  blood 
and  sinews.     No,  Mr.  H.  said,  thu  ranks  of  the 
Army  are  not  filled.     During  the  late  war,  though 
we  had  -ixiy  thousand  men  on  paper,  we  had  at 
DO   time  twenty-five  thousand  in  the  field.     We 
had  plenty  of  officers,  so  many  of  them,  that  he 
had  heard  a  suggestion,  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
duced and  organized  so  as  lo  assist  to  fill  the  va- 
caoi  raoks.    He  was,  he  said,  for  reducing  the 
Army  to  six  thousand  men.     But  the  House  was 
told,  the  Army  must  not  be  reduced  ;  that  the  de- 
feoce  of  the  nation   ought  to   be  regarded  as  a 
primary  object.     Certainly  ;  but  was  it  to  depend 
upon  a  slanding  army  ?     Let  me  remark,  ^aid  he, 
that  this  argument  is  inconsistent  with  the  genius 
of  our  Government,  which  requires  us  lo  depend 
on   the  mililia  for  our  defence;  for    thai  object 
every  citizen  is  a  soldier.     Whenever  this  people 
cannot  defend  their  libertie.'^,  then  has  the  body 
politic    become  rotten,  then  may  we  bid  farewell 
to  liberty.     Bui  it  is  said  these  lea  thougand  men 
are  necessary  for  garrison  service.     Where,  he 
asked,  were  garrisons  necessary  ?     If  they  were 
necessary  for  the  whole  country  from  the  District 
of  Maine  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  there 
ought  to  be  a  hundred   thousand   insledJ  of  ten 
thousand  men.     What  are  three  or  four  hundred 
men  in  this  or  that  spot  for  the   purposes  of  de- 
fence against  an  invading  enemy  ?     Mr.  H.  said 
he  should  like  to  see  a  garrison  at  New  Orleans, 
and  at  one  or  two  posts  on  the  frontier.     But  of 
what  account  would  be  a  few  at  one  place,  and  a 
few  at  another  ?  Ttiere  was  a  regimeni  at  Prairie 
du  Chien — of  what  account  are  they  ?     Tiiese  In- 
dians have  no  dread  of  permanent  garrisons,  but 
of  mourned  riflemen.    What  could  a  few  decrepid 
men   do  against  a  horde  of  active  and   vigorous 
Indians  ?     But  we  are  to  have  not  only  this  force, 
but  the  Executive  project  of  an  invalid  corps  of 
two  thousand  men.  to  be  used  for  garrison  service  ; 
and  we  are  lo  put  these  one-legged  and  one-armed 
men  to  watch   the  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  who 
flu  about  like  ghosts — here  to-day,  there  to-mor- 
row—  who  can  travel  au  hundred  miles  in  a  night 
00  an  emergency  ;  who  have  an  open  frontier,  if 
they  wish  to  come,  to  which  garrisons  at  two  hun- 
dred    miles    apart   afford    but   little    protection. 
These  Indians  dread  a  contest  with   the  United 
Slates  ;  they  know  the  people  of  ihe  West  only 
wish  ao  oppuriuoity  to  crush  them;  aod    that 


ihey  have  the  ability  lodo  it.     Where,  then,  said 
Mr.  H..  are  we  toemploy  our  ten  thousand  men? 
Against  Spain,  says  the  Speaker ;  for,  somewhere 
or  other,  either  at  a  ball,  party,  sleighing  match, 
or  in  a  hack,  the  Spanish  Minister  had  signified 
something  about  the  Flondas.     Whai  did  he  say, 
or  where  did  he  say  it,  no  one  knows.     Thestory 
about  this    talk  of  the  Spanish    Minister's,  put 
him  in  mind  of  the  preacher  who  gave  notice  that 
he  should    begin  at  such  a  point  on    Kentucky 
river,  and  preach  all  the  way  down,  from  day  to 
day  ;  and  the  particulars  of  the  story  about  the 
Spanish    Minister    were   about  as  well   defined. 
But,  if  it  were  true,  was  this  to  be  held  up  as  ao 
object  of  terror  to  us?     Proclaim,  said  Mr.  H., 
to  the  people,  that  Mexico  is  free  spoil ;  that  the 
land  on  Red  river  will  be  theirs  if  they  conquer 
it,  and  the  Western  people  will  swarm  upon  it 
like  the  locusts  upon  Egypt.     These  ten  thousand 
regulars  are   not   wanted  for    that  purpose  ;  the 
Spaniards  would  not  be  a  breakfast  for  us.     But 
these  men  are  to  be  kept  up.     \N  hy  ?     Because 
the  Spanish    people   have  rebelled    against  their 
own  Government  in  the  provinces?     What  have 
we  to  do  with  that?     The  Government  of  Old 
Spain  being  opposed  in   the  provinces,  the  very 
circumstance    of  the  rebellion  is    the    stronge.st 
reason   why    Spain  should    be  friendly  towards 
us.     She  knows,  if  the   United   Stales  were  to 
march   its  forces  there,  the    standard  of  liberty 
would  be  everywhere  erected.     Thi.s,  then,  is  do 
reason  for  keeping  up  the  Army.     But,  it  is  said, 
ihe  affairs  of  Europe  are  unsettled.     When  were 
ihey  ever  more  settled  ?     When  the  Army  was 
reduced  during  Jefferson's  Administration?     Mr. 
H.  said  he  believed  not.     We  were  under  uo  ob- 
ligations to  engage  in  every  contest  which  arises 
in    Europe.     W^hat  Power   in  Europe,  he  asked, 
has  a  dispo.-ition   to  invade  us?     None.     What 
daogermenacesus  fromany  quarter?  None.  Why 
then  keep  up  an  army  to  fight  windmills?     Are 
the  double  and  triple  alliances  to  be  ihe  order  of 
the  day,  such  as  those  of  George  the  First  ?     Mr. 
H.  said  he  abhorred  them,  and  we  had  no  business 
with  them.     But  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Clay)  had  said,  instead  of  diminishing,  be 
would  have  increased  the  Army.    N\'as  it  possible 
that  ihe  gentleman  had  lost  his  old  ideas  on  this 
subject?  Was  it  necessary  to  the  safety  of  this  Re- 
publican Government  to  maintain  large  standing 
armies?     Or  was  it,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  the  gentle- 
man had  snuffed  the  tainted  gales  from  the  plains 
of  Waterloo,  and  was  disposed  to  fight  and  to  ne- 
gotiate with  every  nation?    During  Washing- 
ton's AdmiQislraiion  the  Array  had  never  beeo 
as  high  as  even  eight  ihoutand  men  ;  and  there 
was  less  danger  now  than  then.     The  Powers  of 
Europe  had  as  little  regard  lo  justice  then  as  now. 
We  were   then  weak,  compared  to  what  we  are 
now,  and   more  inviting  to  foreign  invasion,  as 
being  an  easier  prey.     When  we  have  increased 
Iroiu  three  to  tight  millions,  can  we  be  in  greater 
danger  than  we  were  then,  when  a  smaller  (orce 
was°deemed  sufficient  ?     Every  means  of  offence 
and  defence  have  proj)ortionately  increased  wilb 
our  populaiion.    Th«  importance  and  luagQitude 
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Cf»lhe  establishments  in  Europe  have  increased 
ii  f^  said.     I^j  name  ihey  may,  but  ihey  are  not 
ii  ^ffeci  as  strong  :  we  shall  soon  see  the  military 
I  i|wer>,  draVn  together  by  a  common  object,  to 
p  ^down  B'naparie,  plunge  iheir  daggers  in  each 
0  ^er's  bosojn.     Mr.  H.  5aid  his  hair  did  not  stand 
CMend  at  ih^e  glmimer  of  moonlight  through  the 
Thoie  tears  which  had  been  expressed  by 
|ergenileKiien  in  debate  might  arise  from  minds 
jtlle  distempered  by  too  great  a  desire  to  pre- 
fe  the  naiion.     Mr.  H.said  he  was  opposed  to 
tanding  sfrmy  on  principle;  and  the  more  so, 
|ause  ail  i^ie  train  of  bloodsuckers  about  it  were 
5«  substaiiied  by  luxes  on  the  people.     Down 
•h  the  wijote  system  !  iaid  he;  down  with  it, 
Lucifer,  never  to  rise  again  !  and  let  us  depend 
ailitia,  \vell  trained,  well  disciplined— on  mi- 
happy  ;^home;  not  a  militia  who  are  ground 
ru  by  laxVs— a  miliiia,  not  like  dogs  and  span- 
that  ih|  more  you  cha>tise  them  the  more 
like  yo».     Militia  must   be  disciplined  ;  but 
will  noifighi  without  aflVction  to  their  coun- 
creaied  hy  an  attention  on  your  part  to  their 
►rests,     ttiere  are  two  kinds  of  patriotism,  Mr. 
lid— ih«C clamorous  whip-syllibub  patriotism 
|ne  ram  will  wash  it  all  off;  and  the  other, 
1^  of  the  tfian  who  reaps  his  own  harvest,  cats 
own  gruin,  and  uses  it  after  it  is  cut;    the 
who  ha«  a  fireside  and  farm  of  his  own.  who 
nr     the  Scjihian   refuses  to  go  from  home    to 
6  jr,  but  wi'l  fight  till  death  if  an  invader  comes 
U   ills  (athe/s  tomb.     Carthage  had  a  standing 
•i  fy,and  sKe  fell.     Rome  had  but  a  militia,  and 
'  di  landed  hefself.     The  instant  she  established  a 
sti^ding  art»iy,  disorder,  confusion,  and  mobs,  en- 
,  and  sh^  soon  became,  by   means  of  her  mil- 
y  champions,  a  prey  to  the  veriest  despots  the 
Id  ever  lnjew.     These  are  the  effects  of  stand- 
it^  armies,  lo  maintain   which  here,  the  direct 
is  to  he  retained,     i  have  made  these  remarks 
h  a  view-of  showing  that  we  ought  to  get  rid 
these  taxis,  even  at   the  expense  of  this  gov- 
mental  f»vorite.     If  necessary,  let  us  strangle 
Mr.  H.  »aid,  however,  he   would  not  go  tbe 
igih  of  soijie  gentlemen  in  their  ideas  of  econ- 
y.     He  was  in  favor  of  a  gradual  increase  of 
Navy,  oqe  consistent  with  our  means,  and  for 
^hose  expenditures  which  a  liberal,  not  a  pro- 
h  policy,  ffiW  require. 

It.  H.  proceeded  to  examine  the  merits  of  this 
to  show^  that  if  u  could  at  all  be  dispensed 
h,  it  oughl  to  be  put  down.    The  money  arising 
the  direct  tax  was  the  most  expensive  thai 
r  came  uito  the  Treasury;  it  is  put  down  as 
ng  thrt- »*  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  col- 
ion  ;  but^l.Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  venture  to  say 
the  aciLitl  cost  of  collection  would  be  found 
not  les»  than  four  or  five  hundred  thousand 
»ars,  wha^wuh  your  colleciurs,  commissioners 
'^je  reveni»e,  and  a  hundred  other  uflScers.   Was 
■ot  imporijint  that  contributions  should  not  be 
ed  in  thiij  inconvenient  and  expensive  mode? 
I(f|he  mon^Y  must  be  collected,  why  not  find  a 
of  loosiiig '.he   purse-strings  more  conveni- 
y  ?     If  reoney  be  collected  by  indirect  taxes, 
consume;  has  the  option  whether  or  not  he 
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will  buy  the  articles  so  taxed,  whether  he  will 
run  his  stills  or  not.  He  has  an  option  and  this 
sweetens  his  feelings.  But,  when  the  proud 
official,  strutting,  consequential  character,  the 
deputy  collector,  waits  upon  him  with  his  saddle- 
bags on  his  arm,  and  takes  his  bed  from  under 
him  to  pay  the  direct  tax,  he  feels  indignant,  and 
wishes  he  had  not  been  born  in  such  a  Govern- 
ment. Besides,  the  direct  lax  is  that  tax  by  which 
the  State  governments  are  and  always  must  be 
supported.  Is  this  mode  of  taxation  selected  in 
order  to  let  the  people  know  who  protects  them? 
Surely  not.  This  was  a  tax.  he  said,  hateful  to  the 
people, and  subjecting  them  to  innumerable  frauds. 
The  best  half  of  the  men  employed  in  this  business 
of  collecting  a  few  cents  from  one,  a  few  from 
another,  and  so  on,  were  scoundrels,  and  cheat*, 
and  would  not  stop  at  doubling  the  amount  of 
the  tax  they  ought  to  collect  from  a  man  who 
was  not  well  enough  informed  to  detect  their 
roguery.  Fortunately  or  unfortunately,  Mr.  H. 
said,  it  had  been  his  duty  as  a  professional  man, 
to  detect  practices  of  this  kind.  These  collectors, 
he  said,  were  something  like  the  man's  son  whose 
father  told  him  to  make  money,  honestly  if  he 
could,  but  to  make  money.  Most  of  them  cared 
but  little  how  they  made  it.  The  direct  tax,  he 
said,  is  a  costly,  odious,  and  oppressive  tax,  which 
strengthened  the  arm  of  the  Government,  by  op- 
pressing the  people.  He  had  witnessed,  with 
some  regret,  the  rapid  increase  of  Executive 
patronage;  be  had  witnessed,  with  pain,  the 
efforts  to  make  the  arm  of  the  mighty  stronger— 
to  extend  that  Executive  influence  which  had 
already  swollen  to  a  mighty  torrent,  carrying  de- 
vastation before  it.  Instead  of  seeing  the  streams 
which  fed  this  mighty  river,  increased— by  what  ? 
this  mammoth  bank— by  what  more?  by  mil- 
itary academies,  invalid  corps,  direct  taxes,  and 
all  the  energies  of  power  ;  instead  of  seeing  this, 
he  wished  to  see  the  streams  reduced,  drieti  up 
as  fast  as  they  could,  so  that  this  river,  instead 
of  carrying  destruction  to  every  one  coming  in 
contact  with  it,  should  be  confined  within  its 
banks,  as  in  the  lime  of  General  Washington- 
he  wished  to  see  it  ased  in  the  good  old"way; 
and  the  good  old  way.  believe  htm,  was  at  last 
the  best. 

Mr.  H.  said,  ke  had  heard  a  great  deal,  since 
he  came  here,  about  what  is  called  the  national 
glory.  What  it  meant  precisely,  he  knew  not. 
If  the  glory  acquired  in  the  late  war  was  meant, 
he  begged  to  distinguish  Congress  and  the  Pres- 
ident from  the  sailors  and  the  Army,  who  fought 
our  battles.  The  latter,  he  said,  had  acquired 
glory,  by  land  and  sea,  which  would  last  until 
the  history  of  these  times  should  be  no  more.  As 
to  the  President  and  Congress,  said  he,  we  had 
better  say  nothing  about  ihe  glory  they  have 
got.  I  know  several  gentlemen  in  Congress 
who  obtained  in  the  war  imperishable  fame,  who 
carry  about  them  the  honorable  scars  they  ob- 
tained in  war.  But  their  merit  doe>-  not  attach 
to  Congress.  Congress  met  in  October,  1811,  to 
prepare  for  war;  it  was  declared  in  June  follow- 
ing— and  their  first  troops,  in  a  month  after  they 


>B 


757 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


758 


jAlfOART,  1816. 


TTie  Rcrefiite. 


H.  Of  R. 


went  oat,  had  to  come  back  «nd  beg  for  clothing 
from  the  ladies  of  Kentucky.     How  will  Johnny 
Congress  feel,  when  the  pen  of  hi>tory  tells  this 
fact  ?    When  the  pen  of  the  historian  narrates  the 
disgrace  of  the  affair  at  Bladensburg,  how  will  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  State  feel  ?    How  will 
the  members  of  the  Executive  feel,  when  it  is  re- 
corded that  men,  draughted  in   August  in  Ken- 
tucky, sent  down  in   November,  were  drawn  up 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  with- 
out arms  ?    It  was  something  like  a  crop  he  once 
heard  of  on  a  plantation  :    the  (^erseer   had   a 
share  and   a  half,  and   every  other  hand   had   a 
share  but  Jim,  and  he  had  none — he  was  afraid 
that  Johnny  Congress  would  come  out  about  the 
glory  of  the  war,  as  Jim  did   in  the  crop.     He 
was  astonished    to    hear  gentlemen    talk   about 
glory   gained    by  the  Government    in    the   war 
Many  of  our  soldiers  and  sailors   had  acquired 
glory,  and  more  than  one  member  of  this  House 
had    distinguished    himself   in  a   manner  to  do 
them    honor,  and    make  their  children   proud  of 
their  name    to   ihc    third    or  fourth  generation. 
But  the  Government  had  gained  none.    We  had 
not,  he  said,  gained  any  one   point  for  which  we 
went  to  war,  and  we  lost  a  part  of  our  fisheries, 
part  of  our  tonnage,  &c.,  and  this  is  the  amount 
of  our  gain.    He  differed  from  gentlemen  in  their 
views  of  national   honor  and  glory.     It  did  not 
consist,  he   said,  in  a  standing  array,  but  in  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  expenses 
of  Government  also,  so   as   that   every  citizen 
should  be  enabled  lo  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  indus- 
try, and  be  ready  on  occasion  to  defend  his  own 
fireside.     It  seems  we  are  to  have  national  glory 
by  opening  great  military   roads,  from    here   to 
New  Orleans — one  in  this  direction  and  one  in 
that.     Whenever  a  farmer  in   ihe  country,  said 
Mr.  H.,  purchases  more  than   he  can  pay  lor.  we 
suspect  lie  is  going  to  ruin,  and  that  a  commis- 
sion of  bankruptcy  will  soon  issue  against  him. 
Whenever  a  Government  lavishly  disburses  mo- 
ney, more  then   her  income,  it  equally   proves 
that  the  Government  is  going  to  ruin.     The  na- 
tional debt  of  Great  Britain  has  made  a  limited 
Government  a  despotic  one.     Establish   a   mo- 
neyed aristocracy,  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
body  of  the  people — which  will  be  the  effect  of 
your  system — and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
the  axe  will  be  laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree  of  liber- 
ty, and  the  last  stage  of  freedom  in  this  world, 
and  when  it  falls,  it  will  fall  with  a  mighty  crash 
never  again   to  rise.     Such  will  be  the  end  of 
this   mighty  glory,  these  mighty  prejudices  and 
expenses.      How  can   we  pay   off  the   national 
debt,  if  we  give  in  to   these  projects  of  invalid 
corps,  military  academies,  turnpike  roads,  canals, 
Ac.,  which   are   to  consume  so  much   money  ? 
The  national  glory  consists  in  ihe  pristine  prin- 
ciples of  this  Government,   in   the    blessings  of 
tranquillity    and   comfort   at    iiome,   and    [teace 
with  all  foreign  Powers,     Mr.  H.  concluded  his 
remarks,by  observingihat  his  remarks  were  not  in- 
tended togi  ve  offence  to  the  gentlemen  who  preced- 
ed him — his  observations  were  directed  tolheir  ar- 
gumenls  only,  and  not  meant  in  disrespect  to  ihexn. 


Mr.  CoN.\EB,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  said 

that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
who  had  just  sat  down,  (Mr.  HAnniN,)  had.  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  acknowledged  that  the 
Army  had  nobly  fought  and  bled  in  defence  of 
our  country;  that  it  had  covered  itself  with 
glory;  this  would  prevent  him  from  noticing  the 
acrimonious  epithets  which  the  gentleman  had 
previously  bestowed  on  that  honorable  anJ  highly 
useful  body  of  men,  for  whom  he  had  the  greatest 
respect,  farther  than  to  say,  that  he  should  leave 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  struggle  with  that 
sentiment  of  strong  disapprobation,  which  such  a 
course  of  proceeding  was  calculated  to  excite  in 
that  House,  and  in  this  nation. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  they  were  then  in  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  nation  ; 
that  this  involved  in  itself  subjects  of  primary 
importance:  our  foreign  relations;  the  propriety 
of  augmenting  the  Navy;  the  quantum  of  mili- 
tary force  to  be  retained  ;  and,  what  was  the  sub- 
stratum of  military  and  naval  force,  taxation. 
The  subject,  indeed,  admitted  of  a  widely  ex- 
tended range,  but  he  should  only  take  a  cursory, 
a  rapid  glance. 

Mr.  C.  differed  materially  from  opinions  which 
he  had  heard  advanced  on  that  floor,  with  regard 
to  abolishing  internal  taxation,  reducing  the  Ar- 
ray, or  dismantling  any  part  of  the  Navy.     He 
was  for  gradually  increasing  the  Navy, and  placing 
the  Army  in  such  a  state  of  organization  as  would 
admit  of  its  being  suddenly  enlarged  in  the  event 
of  danger  and  emergency.    He  was  far  from  look- 
ing on  the  world  as  in  a  state  of  settled  and  per- 
manent tranquillity.    The  subjugation  of  France, 
he  said,  had  rendered  our  natural  rival  the  raost 
formidable  Power,  perhaps,  the  world   had  ever 
seen.     History  was  reversed;  Carthage  had  con- 
quered Rome,  and  Hannibal   had  made  his  tri- 
umphal entry  in  her  gates.     We  were  now  hap- 
pily at  peace  with  that  nation  ;  but  he  confessed, 
and  he  sincerely  hoped  he  might  be  mistaken,  that 
the  best  reflection  he  had  been  able  to  give  that 
subject,  tha  best  observation   he  was  capable  of 
forming  of  the  circumstances  and  character  of  the 
two  nations,  led   him    to  distrust   its   durability. 
There  was  a  political  necessity  of  England's  being 
at  war ;  her  agricultural  interest  was  as  clamorous 
for  it  as  her  military  or  naval ;  her  financial  sys- 
tem had  been  wound  up  to  a  state  of  such   high 
excitement,  that  relapse  would  carry  with  it  ruin. 
We  were  becoming  a  great  commercial  nation,  a 
formidable  maritime   Power;  and  when,  asked 
Mr,  C,  did  England  cease  to  view  nations  of  that 
description  with  jealousy — with  incessant,  watch- 
ful, anxious  solicitude  and  jealousy  ?     When  did 
she  ever  suffer  as  favorable  opportunity  of  giving 
the  fatal  blow  to  the  commerce  of  such  Powers 
to  pass  by?     Where  were  the  navies  of  Spain, 
France,  Holland,  and  Denmark  ?    Who  aimed  the 
mortal  blow  at  the  commerce  of  these  nations? 
Were  we  alone  to  be  exempt  from  the  effects  of 
those  passions  and  motives  which  were  coeval 
with  the  fall  of  man.  and  had  uniformly  produced 
the  same  result  in  all  nations  and  ages?     Might 
not  a  secret  cession  of  the  Floridas,  and  a  refusal 
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It  j  I  peremptory  demand  of  territory,  be  made  a 
p  JifXl  of  v»ar?     And  yet  honorable  geoilemen 
t#>;ed  as  if  ^i  were  in  our  power  to  perpetuate  a 
'If*  tjf  peaVe.     It  had  been  said,  that  one  nation 
C||ld  make  war,  but  that  it  required  two  to  make 
"Jce.     Sir*  said  .Mr.  C.  two  nations  can  make 
|ce,  but  it  requires  the  will  of  many  to  prevent 
|ate  of  w^r.     It  was  true,  that  we  had  for  .sev- 
years  wnjoyed   tranquillity,  which    resulted 
jtn  liie  severe  contest  then  carried  on  betwt-eo 
two  gre«^  belligerents  of  Europe,    The  power 
^t>ne  lime  was  s  i  nicely  balanced  between  these 
nations. jhe  efforts  they  exerted  against  each 
?r  were  ^w  inces>ant  and  tremendous,  that  they 
neither  tt'isure  nor  disposition  to  divert  any 
tiiun  of  tljeir  hostility  towards  us;  and  conse- 
Inily.  we  were  permitted  to  reap  the  fruiis  of 
jch  coramrrce  unmolested.    These  were  pleas- 
'hours,  sir,  said  .Mr.  C,     It  was  the  May-morn 
oij|i)Ur  political  life;  and  the  falLcy  of  hope  u 
sufji,  that  w«  thought  this  serene   sky  was  never 
le  overcajt;   that  we  were  ever   to  be  enter- 
Jed  with  rbe  dulcet  strains  of  the  pastoral  pipe 
peace.     Ilut  the  tempest  of  war  soon  brushed 
^y  these  Arcadian  injasjes — the  thunder  of  can- 
iiilerrupred  this  delicious  repose.     Peace  had 
biu  rt-iuru.nl ;  these  Arcadian  images  were  again 
r^Bved ;    tin*  poppy   again    hung   heavy  on   our 
ejplids.     Uiider  these  circumstances,  they  were 
Ci|-"c'd  upon  f»y  honorable  gentlemen  to  reduce  the 
ACiy.     He  thought  that  gentlemen  who   advo- 
caftd  this,  m^st   either   believe    that   an   army  of 
te'fihousand^men  was  too  large  a  force  to   garri- 
soi.;and  defend  a  frontier  of  four  thousand  miles, 
ori^at  an  ar,uy  was  of  itself  totally  useless  and 
.  iDf^icient.     tie  believed  the  former  would  hardly 
b«irontendeiX  for;   he  should    therefore   beg   the 
^infftlgence  04  the  House  while  he  devoted  a  few 
^I^>Hules  to  ll(e  consideration  of  the  comparative 
*  elBiency  of  regular  troops  and  militia  ;  on  which 
'  suOect,  tie  bJlieved,  very  erroneous  impressions 
,w*V  generally  prevalent   in   this  country.     Mr. 
CJindicated  his  surprise  that  such  misconceptions 
shfiild  so  geoerally  prevail ;  he  should  have  sup- 
P^;d  ttiai  if>e  experience  of  the  Revolutionary 
V  and  the  war  recently  terminated— the  expe- 
^e  ot  age*,  and  ihe  solemn  decision  of  General 
jrjHiNGTo.i,  who  said  "  if  he  were  called  upon 
"eclare  uaJer  oath  whether  militia  bad  been 
serviceable  or  prejudicial  to  the  country,  he 
iild  subscribe  to  ihe  latter;"  thisaccumulaiion 
ndence,  Ire  thought,  would  have  produced  but 
Jopinion  (v)  the  subject.    He  did  not  deny  that 
mTjlia,  undec  a  different  organization,  should  be 
rel  :d  on  as  a:body  of  national  guards  ;  he  did  not 
delir  that,  indivKJually,  they  were  a  finer  body  of 
m^  than  thoje  which  consiituie  regular  armies; 
buljWithout  mat  discipline,  experience,  and   sys- 
ifC— wiihoui    that   inurement    to    hardship   and 
daOer — without  that  artificial  courage,  which  is 
'■  'Kn pound  t^fect  of  habit,  confidence,  sympathy, 
■>o5,rt.sponsitjliiy,  and  which  in  large   bodies  is 
tmljh  more  ujiitorm  and  piilegmatic  ihan  natural 
inltpidiiy  —  lioay  nothing  of  that  military  science 
of^iigiiieeriug,   lactics,   encamping,   dc,  which 
haBoccupiediheaiteaiionof  many  of  the  greatest 


men,  fr<im  the  days  of  the  Romans  down  to  the 
era  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  they  were  vastly  less 
efficient. 

The   iionorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, for  whose  abilities,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had   the 
highest   respect,  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the 
l)ill  for  establi«^hing  military  academies  was  before 
the  House,  seemed   to  think  that  the  cadets  of 
those  school.-i,  by  training  the  militia,  for  a  short 
lime,  would  render  them  equal  to  regular  troops- 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  alluded  to  General 
Scott's  brigade  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  which  Le 
supposed  to  have  consisted  principally  of  recruits 
which   had  been   but  for  a  short  lime  in  service. 
He  said  that  General  Scott's  brigade,  and  that  of 
General   Ripley,  which  co-operated  with  him  — 
which  brigade  coHstiiuted  the  division  of  General 
Brown— had  received  a  large  accession  of  recruits 
a  short  time  previous   to  the  commencement  of 
operations.     But  the  regiments  composing  those 
brigades  had   been   for  two  years  in  service,  and 
by  frequent  engagements,  and  constant  exposure 
to  hardship  and  danger,  had  acquired,  m  a  great 
measure,  the  discipline  and  firmness  of  veterans. 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  it  was  well  known  to  military 
men,  that  when  recruits  are  arranged  to  veteran 
skeletons  of  regiment.s,  consisting  of  officers  and 
tflaff,  non-commisiioned  officers  and  staff,  and  but 
a  .small  part  of  its  complement  of  privates,  they 
soon  acquire  the  discipline  and  skill  to  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  from    South  Carolina   al- 
luded.    This,  perhaps,  could  be   better  illustrated 
by  an  allusion  to  the  human  frame:  the  skeleton 
was  the  bones,  the  nerves,  and  the  muscles;  the 
recruits  were    the   flesh  and    blood.     If  the  for- 
mer  had  acquired  consistency  and  strength,  the 
latter  would  impart  health  and  vigor,  though  but 
of  recent   origin.     He  said,  that,  in  his  humble 
opinion,  the  interests  of  the  country  would  have 
been    much    better   consulted,    and    the   expense 
would  not  have  been  materially  greater,  if  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  had  been  organ- 
ized on   this  principle,     We  should  then,  in  the 
event  of  hostility,  have   been   able  to  display  a 
formidable  column   00  any  point,  that  would  at 
ODce  carry  terror  to  the  bosom  of  the  enemy,  and 
secure  from    depredation     an    extensive    inland 
frontier.     Mr.  C.  remarked,  that  he  was  far  from 
being  disposed   to   withhold  from    the   Wesiero 
militia  that  tribute  to  their  valor  which  had  beeo 
so  universally  paid  them.     No  one  held  in  higher 
estiniaiion  the  patriotism  with  which  they  look 
the  field,  the  patience  with  which  they  endured 
privation,  and  the  intrepidity  they  exhibited  ia 
action.     No  one  had  a  greater  respect  than  him- 
self for  a  people  who,  when  pressed  into  war,  are 
fitted    by  occupation,   climate,    and    nature,    for 
deeds  of  chivalry  and  daring  enterprise.     But  he 
appealed  to  those  honorable  gentlemen  from  the 
West  to  know  whether,  if  the  discipline,  subordi- 
nation, and   experience,  of  veteran  armies,  had 
been  superadded  to  their  valor  and  perseverance, 
Kentucky  would  have  mourned  so  many  of  her 
suns  cut  ofl"  by  surprise  and  massacre,  and  perished 
by  disease?     Whether,  in   fact,  the  same  exer- 
tions,  the  same   privations,  would  not  have  in- 
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sured  the  reduction  of  Upper  Canada,  and  carried 
conquest  to  the  walls  of  Q,uebec?  Mr.  C.  thought 
that  very  unnecessary,  and  groundless  apprehen- 
sions were  entertained  in  this  country  with  re- 
gard to  the  danger  of  a  Military  Establishment 
He  denied  ihat  the  military  ever  destroyed  the 
liberties  of  its  country  ;  it  was  only  when  the 
liberty  and  virtue  of  a  country  were  extinct  that 
the  military  usurped  power;  it  was  only  when 
the  great  foundations  of  Government  and  moralx 
were  broken  up.  when  liberty  was  a  sound  and 
▼  irtue  a  name;  it  was  when  contending  factions 
had  imbrued  their  hands  in  each  other's  blood, 
and  when  the  Government  became  rotlen  to  the 
heart;  it  was  in  this  unhinged,  this  corrupt,  this 
debased  stale  of  things  alone,  when  the  military 
would  attempt  to  Usurp  the  functions  of  Govern- 
ment. It  was  immaterial,  he  said,  whether  it  was 
the  head  of  an  army,  or  the  head  of  an  armed 
faction,  who  should  be  guilty  of  this  usurpation. 
If  a  military  were  not  alre^y  in  existence,  one 
would  be  created  for  the  occasion.  He  remarked 
that,  perhaps,  it  would  be  more  for  the  interests 
of  the  people,  (if  anything  could  be  fur  the  in- 
terests of  the  people.)  under  such  circumstances, 
that  they  should  settle  down  early  into  despotism, 
than  wade  through  seas  of  blood,  and  arrive  at 
last  to  the  same  result.  Mr.  C.  asked,  whether 
there  were  liberty  and  virtue  in  England  when 
Cromwell  drove  out  his  canting  and  hypocritical 
Parliament  ?  Whether  there  were  liberty  and 
virtue  in  France  when  Bonaparte  clothed  him- 
self with  Consular  power  ?  Had  not,  said  Mr.  C. 
as  a  preparatory  step  to  this  usurpation,  angry 
factions  previously  embattled  themselves  again>t 
each  other  on  its  plains,  and  flitted  away  in  suc- 
cession, like  the  bloodstained  spectres  of  Mac- 
beth 7  Rome,  he  said,  was  a  miliiary  and  free 
nation  for  centuries;  it  had  nearly  all  that  time 
powerful  armies  in  the  field.  But  Rome,  at  last, 
by  ihai  inevitable  process  of  decay,  to  which  all 
nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  subject,  became 
corrupt.  Ii  was  a  mere  contest  of  faclion  ;  its 
liberty  and  virtue  were  no  more;  it  was  a  strug- 
gle for  power  between  Sylla  and  Marius;  between 
Cscsar  and  Pompey  ;  and  it  appeared  of  little  con- 
sequence whicti  should  prevail.  It  is  strange  in- 
deed, sir.  said  Mr.  C,  that  we  should  harbor  such 
dismal  forebodings  of  an  army,  officered  from 
among  our  own  citizens,  and  at  the  beck  and  dis- 
posal of  Government,  and  still  view  with  listless 
apathy  and  unconcern  the  overgrown  veteran 
army  of  a  nation,  by  nature  and  circumstances 
inimical  to  us,  and  which  could  be  borne  to  our 
shores  on  the  wings  of  the  wind.  He  said,  by  na- 
ture inimical  to  us — he  meant  that  natuie  had 
placed  the  two  nations  in  such  geographical,  po- 
litical, and  commercial  relation  as  to  produce 
that  rivalry,  of  course  enmity  ;  otherwise,  he  be- 
lieved, there  was  neither  natural  love  n  ir  enmity 
between  nations.  OJerint  dum  metuant.  he  said, 
was  a  bad  maxim  lor  an  inJividudI;  11  wat  th.!! 
of  a  tyrant ;  but  it  was  a  very  safe  one  for  a  Re 
public  in  its  relations  with  foreign  Power.i. 

Mr.  C.  observed,  that  he  believed  no  one  truth 
Was  better  established  in  that  uaerriog  school  uf 


wisdom,  experience,  ihan  that  large  masses  of 
untutored  levies,  (individually  heroes,  if  you 
please.)  in  an  open  country,  without  works,  could 
be  easily  defeated  and  di.spersed  by  one  third  the 
number  of  veterans.  How  often  had  it  been  wit- 
nessed on  the  plains  of  India,  that  great  armies, 
but  wiihout  military  skill,  of  flfty  or  a  hundred 
thousand  men.  supported  l<y  a  numerous  artillery, 
had  been  (oially  routed  and  scattered  by  five  or 
ten  thousand  veterans.  And  yet  these  natives  of 
India,  he  said,  these  Sepoys,  when  officered  and 
organized,  were  said  to  exhibit  more  dauntless 
bravery,  more  unyielding,  vigorous,  phlegmatic 
firmness,  than  the  British  veterans  in  tirat  coun- 
try. Which,  then,  asked  Mr.  C,  is  the  soundest 
policy,  to  expose  your  territory  to  be  ravaged, 
your  cities  to  he  pillaged  and  sacked,  and  permit 
rapine  and  confl'igraiion  to  do  their  worst  work, 
or  to  establish  the  foundation  of  such  a  military 
force  as  could,  on  emergency,  be  suddenly  en- 
larged to  prevent  these  evils — not  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia  said,  to  emblazon 
the  glory  of  our  country  iu  blood,  but  to  prevent 
the  glory  of  the  enemies  of  our  country  being 
emblazoned  in  the  bloud  of  our  citizens?  It  was 
this  glance  at  some  of  our  foreign  relations,  bis 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  preparation,  theex- 
pediency  of  rapidly  reducing  the  public  debt,  the 
ruinous  impolicy  of  diminishing  the  Army,  the 
necessity  of^  augmenting  the  Navy,  which  would 
influence  him  in  voting  substantially  for  the  taxes 
proposi  d  by  the  honorable  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr  C.  said,  he 
revered  the  precepts  of  Washington,  not  osien- 
tatiou^ly,  but  sincerely  ;  that  great  man  was  never 
for  prustraling  the  defences  of  the  country,  and 
permitting  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest,  or  of  Eu- 
rope, to  enter  and  satiate  themselves  in  our  beau- 
tiful pastures;  he  was  for  keeping  up  a  regular, 
but  not  oppressive,  system  of  taxation,  and  re- 
taining a  military  and  naval  force  proportioned 
to  our  means  and  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  in  the  course  of  the  observations  he 
had  ihe  honor  to  make  on  this  floor,  he  had  seve- 
ral times  alluded  to  the  prospect  of  collisions  at 
some  future  time  with  a  nation  with  whom  we 
are  now  at  peace.  The  minister  of  a  monarch, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C,  would  not  find  it  necessary  or 
politic  to  promulgate  these  opinions;  but  the 
people  are  our  sovereign  ;  we  are  their  ministers  ; 
this  hall  is  the  cabinet  chamber  for  consultation, 
and  here  we  are  bound  freely  10  disclose  our 
views  and  opinions,  although  we  should  be  over- 
heard by  Europe. 

When  Mr.  Conner  had  concluded,  at  the  sug- 
gesiiou  ol  Mr.  Randolph,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thorbday,  January  25. 

Oo  motion  ol  .Mr.  Parris,  the  Committee  on 
ihe  Judiciary  were  losiructed  to  inquire  into  the 
exr>ediency  of  providing  by  law  for  holding  a 
c  rcu'i  court  of  ihe  United  Stales,  within  and  for 
lb.-  Dmtrict  of  Maine. 

Ou  moiioQ  of  Mr.  Goldbboboogb,  the  Com- 
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itee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instrueted  to 

juire  tQio  the  expediency  of  making  provision 
law.   re«}uiring   the   collectors  of  the  United 
ites  taxes,  or  their  deputies,  to  keep  an  office  at 
county  town   in  each  county,  or  to  attend 
iV-re  one  diy  in  each  week  for  the  transaction  of 
J*  business  of  their  office. 

>o  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
jltee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
eipedi«;jicy  of  making  provision  by  law  for 
'ying  into  the  treasury  of  the  county  of  Hamil- 
),  in  the  $tateof  Ohio,  the  amount  of  damages 
Stained  bj  the  destruction  of  the  court-hou>e  in 
^  ncinnati.  ■occasioned  by  fire,  through  the  negli- 
Jpice  of  tb.'  troops  of  the  United  States,  while 
^!v;upying  siid  building  as  barracks. 
•  ♦Mr.  McL.  presented  a  document  in  support  of 
tiff  claim  pifesented  by  the  foregoing  resolution  ; 
Uch  was  deferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

VALUAwTION  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  «&c. 

_  'he  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
f*»m  the  S'icretary  of  the  Treasury,  tran.smilting 
8(«tatemeneof  the  valuations  of  lands,  lots,  and 
'  irelling-huuses.  and  of  slaves,  in  the  several 
ites.  madias.'  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
Id  of  July-  1813,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
V  22d  instant ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
)fi  on  the  (able.     The  letter  is  as  follows: 

'  Trbascrv  Dipawtmbitt, 

January  S5,  1816. 
Jim:  la  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Houae  of 
jresentatives,  of  the  22d  initant,  I  have  the  honor 
tranKtnit  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  valuations  of 
Ids,  lots,  a^d  dwelling-houses,  and  of  slaves   in   the 
leral  Stated,  made  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
of  July,  1813;  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  re- 
jned  by  th«r  principal  assessors  to  this  Department, 
have  the  ^onor  to  be,  yours,  6cc. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
JvThe  Honorable  the  Speakbr 
J*  of  th(  House  of  Repreaentativa. 

\  • 

itement  oC  the  amount  of  valuations  of  lands,  loU, 
^And  dwelling-houses,  and  of  slaves,  in   the  several 

iutcs,  nmJe  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  22d 

>f  July,  1|13,  and  returned  by  the  principal  asses- 

ora  to  ther  Treasury, 
jrhe    Suttjs  of    New    Jersey,  Pennsylvania,     Vir- 
jia.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky, 
»umed  and  paid  their  quotas  of  the  tax,  and  no  val- 

ions,  therefore,  were  made  under  the  act  of  July 
I,  1813,  in  those  States. 


Javvabt,  1816. 


Value  vf  land),  lots,  and  dwelling-houtes 

Hamp^|lirc  -         -         -         . 

'issachusetis       .... 

fvrmont      .'-... 

■ode  Islana        .... 


►nntcticut  .... 

rw  York*  .... 

►jJawaret   -j        -         -  -  - 

tirvland  -  -  -  -  . 
.orih  Carol^a;^  .... 
*fnne88ee§  '  -  .  -  . 
^^aisiana,  o^e  district,  viz :  the  2d| 

ii         t 

*.  ■  • 


$36,957,825 

149,253,514 

32,747,290 

21, .567,020 

86,546,841 

265,224,983 

14,218,950 

106,490,638 

58,114,952 

28,748,986 

2,318,785 


Value  of  Sla»e». 
New  Hampshire. 
Massachuaetts. 
V  ermont. 
Rhode  Island. 

Connecticut  .... 

New  York'  .... 

Delawaref  ..... 
Maryland  ..... 
North  Carolina^  .... 
Tenne88ee§  .... 

Louisiana,  one  district,  viz  :  the  2d| 

Total  Valuation. 
New  Hampshire  .... 
Massachusetts  .... 
Vermont  ..... 
Rhode  Island  .... 
Connecticut  .... 

New  York*  

Delawaref   -  .  .  .  - 

Maryland  -  -  -  .  . 
North  Carolina:^  -  |>  .  . 
Tennessee    -  -  -  -  . 

Louisiana,  one  dutrtct,viz:  tha  3d| 


$3.1dt 

842,162 

142,519 

14,525,846 

34,082,544 

9,662,925 

2,284,766 

$36,957,825 

149,253,514 
32,747,290 
21,567,020 
86,560,033 

266,067,146 
14,361.469 

121.016,483 

92,197,497 

38,411,911 

4,967,450 


*  The  returns  from  the  two  districts  (the  12th  and 
25th)  of  the  valuations  for  the  year  1814,  have  not 
been  received.  The  valuations  of  these  two  dtstricta 
for  the  year  1815,  have  been  taken.  In  four  district* 
(the  7th,  12tb,  2lBt,and  25ih)  the  valuations  of  slavaa 
are  not  given  distinctly  from  the  vaiuatiorts  of  lands, 
lots,  and  dwelling-houses. 

t  In  one  district  (the  3d)  the  valuation  of  slaves  m 
not  given  distinctly  from  the  valuation  of  lands,  lots, 
and  dwelling-houf«8. 

Xln  two  districU  (the  5th  and  12th)  the  valuatioa 
of  slaves  is  not  given  distinctly  from  the  valuation  of 
lands,  lots,  and  dwelling-houses. 

§  The  returns  from  one  district  (the  3d)  of  the  val. 
uations  for  the  year  1814,  have  not  been  received. 
The  valuation  of  this  district  for  1815,  as  fiied  bj  the 
board  of  principal  assessors,  has  been  taken.  l'b« 
valuations  of  slaves  in  two  districts  (the  3d  and  4th) 
are  not  given  distinctly  from  the  valuation  of  lands, 
lots,  and  dwelling-houses. 

I  No  returns  for  the  year  1814  have  been  received 
from  any  of  the  districts,  except  the  2d,  here  given. 

THE  REVENUE. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  in  regard  to  the  rev- 
enue. 

The  resolution  respecting  the  direct  tax  being 
under  consideration,  together  with  Mr.  Hardi.n's 
motion  to  declare  it  expedient  to  repeal  the  said 
tax- 
Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  spoke  on  the  subject 
nearly  four  hours.  He  bad  not  concluded,  when, 
being  reque>ted  to  give  way  for  the  purpose,  the 
Committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Russ.  Mr. 
Randolph  opposed  the  direct  tax  and  the  system 
of  internal  taxation  generally. 

Friday,  January  26. 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion  of  the   President  and    Fellows  of  Harvard 
College,  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  praying 
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that  the  duties,  recured  by  ibe  treasurer  of  the 
said  culle$re,  to  be  paid  on  an  invoice  of  books, 
designed  for  the  use  of  that  seminary,  may  be  re- 
mitted ;  and  that  an  act  may  be  passed  permit- 
ting the  importaiion  of  books,  by  seminaries  of 
learninji.  free  of  duty. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  .sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Montgomery,  Ches- 
ter, and  Delaware,  in  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prehioent  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  Ihxited  States  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  24th  inst , 
I  transmit  two  letters  from  the  Envoj  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Spain  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  his  answer.       JAMES  MADISON. 

JA.HLABT  26,  1816. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

CAPTAIN  MORGAN. 

Mr.  Chappell  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  widow  and  minor  children  of  Zacquille  Mor- 
gan, late  a  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
State's;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  her  husband  was  a 
captain  in  the  Army,  and  was  engaged  with  his  com- 
pany in  the  defence  of  the  City  of  Washington  in 
August,  1814;  that,  by  reason  of  the  excessive  heat 
of  the  weather,  and  the  forced  marches  which  be 
made  to  join  the  American  forces  before  the  battle  at 
Bladensburg,  and  the  exertions  which  he  used  to  iceep 
his  company  in  order  after  the  retreat  of  that  day  was 
ordered,  he  became  completely  exhausted,  and  fell  dead 
in  the  roaJ.  She  states  that  Captain  Morgan  left  six 
small  children,  and  prays  that  Congress  will  place  her 
and  her  children  on  the  same  footing  with  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  those  officers  who  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  liattle. 

The  material  facts  stated  in  the  petition  are  sup- 
ported by  the  testimony  submitted,  and  show  that 
although  Captain  Morgan  did  not  die  as  gloriously  as 
some  other  officers  of  our  Army,  yet  he  died  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  and,  consequently,  that  this 
case  is  within  the  spirit  of  those  provisions  which  have 
heretofore  been  made.  Whether  these  provisions  be 
viewed  as  mere  inducements  to  tempt  the  citizen  to 
engage  in  the  service  of  his  country,  or  as  the  charity 
of  a  grateful  Government  extended  to  the  bereaved 
widow  and  orphan,  or  as  botli,  they  are  no  less  appli- 
cable to  this  than  the  cases  provided  for.  They  think 
the  reUef  prayed  for  should  be  granted,  and  for  that 
purpose  report  a  bill. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  receipts  and  ex[)endiiure  of  the 
Treasury,  from  the  third  day  of  March,  1789,  to 
the  third  day  of  March,  1815,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  20th  instant ;  which  were  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  letter  is  as 
follows: 


TailSUET  DsPAaTMKlIT, 

January  26,  1816. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  U>  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  20th  instant,  I  have  the  hoDor 
to  lay  before  the  House — 

No.  1.  An  explanatory  letter  from  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  accompanying  the  statements  required 
by  the  resolution. 

No.  2.  A  statement  of  the  annual  receipU  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  United  States,  from  the  3d  of  March 
1789,  to  the  31st  of  March,  1815,exclusiveof  the  mos- 
eys received  from  loans,  foreign  and  domestic,  and 
payments  on  account  or  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt, 
and  on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  Government, 
which  are  separately  stated. 

No.  3.  Statements,  first,  of  the  moneys  aDDUally 
received  from  foreign  and  domestic  loans ;  second,  of 
the  sums  paid  annually  on  account  of  the  public 
debt;  and  third,  of  the  whole  amount  paid  annually 
on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  Government  from 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Government. 

I  have  tile  honor  to  be,  yours,  iScc. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  Uaaai  Clax, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps, 


No.  1. 

Tbkasdbt  Dkpabthbkt, 

Register's  Office,  January  26,  1816. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  ststenxant, 
formed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  in- 
stant, with  accompanying  documents,  (A,  B,  C,)  in 
relation  to  the  receipts  on  account  of  foreign  and  do- 
mestic loans,  and  of  the  payments  on  account  of  the 
foreign  and  domestic  debt,  and  of  the  payments  in  re- 
lation to  the  Revolutionary  Government. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  iotports  and  tan- 
nage, have  been 
Internal  revenue    -         .         . 
Direct  tax     -         -         -         - 
Postage  of  letters  - 
Sales  of  public  lands 
Miscelianeous        .         .         - 


The  receipts  from  foreign  and  do- 
mestic loans,  (as  per  statement 
A,)  amount  to   -         - 

I'be  sum  total  of  receipts  to  31&t 
March,  1815,  the  latest  period  to 
which  the  Treasurer's  account  is 
settled  at  the  Treasury,  is  - 


$222,530,374  66 
9,016,342  24 
4,476,826  63 
747,388  40 
8,658,369  39 
1,690,001  68 

247,019,30*  79 


107,138,184  41 


#364,157,487  30 


The  expenditures  are  stated,  via : 

Pay    and  subsist- 

ence of  the  Ar- 

my- 

$88,270,562  86 

Fortification       of 

ports  and    har- 

bors 

4,374,805  26 

Fabrication  ofcan- 

non 

263,611  54 

Purchase  of  salt- 

petre 

150,000  00 

Additional  arms  • 

300,000  00 

MlJ ' 
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ing  &.  eqijip- 
g   the   mili- 


^chmentof  ini- 
,'aa 
8«  f^ices  of  militia 
8^  f\ce»  of  votun- 
•rs 
If 
[idian  department — 
iing    treaties, 

ing  housM  - 


1,100,000  00 


170,000  00 
'J.OOO.OOO  00 

1,000,000  00 


878,313  68 
459,726  98 


'al  Departt»ent 

rign  inter' ourse,  exclaaive  of 
{arbary  Poiweri,  and  including 
l^e  turn  of  $^,36 1 ,000  paid  under 
le  convention  with  Great  Brit- 
|n,  of  the  (^h  of  January,  1802, 
id  with  P/ance,  of  the  30th  of 
|4pril,  1803.       - 

B  Jtary  Powt<t    -        -         -         . 

C  :|l  liat 

M  ^ellaneouK  civil         ... 

Tj.'which,  add  the  exponditures  in 

tiation  to  ifie  payment  of  the  in- 
reat  and  chargca  on  the  foreign 
»n«,  and  f>,incipal  of  the  foreign 
^d  domeatif  debt  at  the  IVeasury 
tf  the  United  Btatea,  and  by  their 
lommifisiottfrs  abroad,  as  per 
Mtefnent  If  ...  . 
A  «  the  expetjditureson  account  of 
ju*  Revoluyonary  Government, 
a  per  BtateiX^ent  C     • 

T,  .%  sum  total  of  expenditures  from 

i|»e  3d  of  MfTch,  1789,  to  the  3l6t 

^  ij  March,  18J5  .... 

V  yich,    with  -the    balance    in    the 

!  ;j'rea«ury,  ou  the  3l8t  of  March, 

/d\b,  as  settled  at  the  Treasury  - 


$97,628,979  65 


1.338,040  66 
47,818,303  68 


10,678,016  34 
2,405,322  40 

14,940.695  79 
9,909,978  91 


167,524,588  00 


316,268  70 


352,560,193   13 


1,597,294  07 


(e  the   gutd  total  of  receiptf^  as 
;  efore  stated      ... 


-    $364,157,487  20 


J<  will  be  p<vceived  that  these  statements  are  a  con- 
jation,  in   point  of  form,  of  those  rendered  to  the 
ise  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
■JreUry   of  ?he   Treasury    of  th«!    11th  of   January, 
^3,  under  a."  resolution  of  that  House  of  the  24th  of 
•mber,    1(»}2,  and  embrace  all  receipts  and  pay- 
D^its,  whethv.-  made  at  the  Treasury,  or  by  the  com- 
n^4sioners  of  loans   abroad,  to  the  date  of  the  Utest 
llement  at    the  Treasury,  of  the   accounts  of  the 
Ued   Slate*'  Commissioners  in  London  and   Am- 
jdam. 

M  have  the  t^onor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &,c. 
JOSEPH  .N OURSE,  Rtgitter. 
Ion.  A.  J.  |)allas. 

Secretary  of  the  Trecuury. 
le  Tabu^r  Statements,  in  detail,  are  omitted.] 

I     THE  REVENUE. 

J 'he  H«u.'e  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Cora- 
tee  of  ih«^  VVliole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
uMtee  of  Wiys  and  Means  upon  ihe  subject  of 
ri^nue.     Ti>e  whole  si'ting  of  the  Coramiiree 


was  occupied  by  Mr.  Randolph  in  continuation 
of  his  speech.  He  did  not  conclude  before  the 
Comniiitee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satoroay,  January  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Jersey, 
Thomas  Ward,  appeared,  produced  his  credeo- 
tials,  was  quali6ed,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Lerios  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  od  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  a  select  committee,  by 
leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
Robert  Lowe  Stobie  to  obtain  patents  fjr  certain 
invenlioDs;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  leUer 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  docu- 
ments containing  the  information  required  by  (he 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wright  on  the  22d 
instant,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  fixing 
the  Military  Peace  E->tablishment ;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Mean*. 

Mr.  Randolph  concluded  his  speech,  which  be 
began  on  Tliursday  at  about  three  o'clock  ;  when 
the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  29. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jabez  Mowry,  and  others,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  stating  that,  upon  the  capture  of 
Eastport  by  the  British  forces  during  the  late  war, 
a  number  of  bonds  given  by  them  to  the  United 
States,  to  secure  the  duties  on  imported  merchan- 
dise, fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  authorities; 
that  buits  have  been  commenced  against  some  of 
them  by  the  British  Government  at  Halifax,  and 
judgment  rendered  ;  that  the  cases  are  now  pend- 
ing before  the  higher  courts  in  Great  Britain  ; 
that  some  of  them  have  been  arrested  and  con- 
fined for  three  monihs  at  Halifax,  and  that  others 
have  been  pursued  by  the  British  military  force 
witliin  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United 
States,  since  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  ;  that  the  civil  authorities  of  the  United 
Slates  have  also  commenced  suits  asain>t  tliem 
on  said  bonds;  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Ihe  Government  of  the  United  Stales  between 
them  and  Great  Britain;  upon  which  they  are 
prepared  to  pay  the  money  into  the  Trt-asury  of 
the  United  States.— Referred  to  Messr>.  Kino,  of 
Massachusetts.  Conner,  Wubatun,  Yates,  and 
Bennett. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  thai  the  present  rate  of  duties  may  cua- 


i 


770 


Jandary,  1816. 


Money  Lost  by  a  Paymcuter — Indemnity  to  Militia. 


H.  orR. 


tinue  for  such  length  of  time  as  shall  produce 
equal  justice  to  all,  or  that  a  new  tariff  of  duties 
may  be  established,  to  go  into  operation  when  the 
existing  rate  of  duties  shall  cease. — Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Cannon  presented  a  petition  of  William 
P.  Lawrence,  praying  com|)ensation  for  a  negro 
slave,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  who  died  of 
a  disease  contracted  while  attending  a  detach- 
ment of  sick  and  disabled  soldiers  belonging  to 
the  Army  of  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  ol  Claims. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  for  the  year 
181G;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Dick.  Asa  Kilcheil,  and  William  Bruce, 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Dick,  William  Bruce,  and 
AsaKitchell;  which  wa.s  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Commit:ee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  enclosing  and  improving  the  public 
square  near  the  Capitol;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tl'ckek  also  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  Alexan- 
dria ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cannon,  after  a  pretty  full  explanation  by 
hira  of  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  offered  a 
resolution,  which  (having  been  modified  on  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Desha,  lo  embrace  the  case 
generally  of  all  militia  who  had  been  situated  in 
the  >ame  manner  as  those  of  Tennessee,  whom 
Mr.  C.  desired  particularly  to  relieve)  was  agreed 
to  in  the  following  words: 

Rciolved,  That  the  Committee  on  .Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  by  law  for  paying  the  different  volunteers  and 
militia  corps,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  dur- 
ing the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  baggage,  when  such  transportation  was  not 
furnished  by  the  Uovemment. 

Mr.  Yancev,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Manassah  Minor, 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  .Manassah  Minor;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

MONEY  LOST  BY  A  PAYMASTER. 

Mr.  Yancev  also  raaife  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Zachaiiah  Schooninaker ;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  lo-morrow. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  Paymaster  to  the  second 
regiment  of  volunteer  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
a  part  of  which  was  stationed  at  Fort  Richmond,  on 
Staten  Island,  and  a  part  at  Sandy  Hook,  in  the  month 
of  October,  1813;  that,  on  the  8th  d;iy  of  that  month, 

I4th  Con.  1st  ^r.ss. — vi5 


the  petitioner  received  of  the  diatrict  Paymaster  a  check 
on  the  Bank  of  .\merica  for  the  sum  of  $9,000,  which 
was  paid  him  at  the  bank  in  three  and  ten  dollar  notes  • 
that  he  paid  to  the  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Richmond' 
the  sum  of  $4,159  95,  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
Sandy  Hook,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  troops  at 
that  place;  that,  before  he  left  the  fort,  he  had  put  the 
money  which  remained  in  his  possession  into  a  small 
trunk,  which,  for  safekeeping,  he  deposited  in  a  large 
trunk,  and  kept  the  keys  of  the  same  himself.  When 
he  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  he  discovered  that  he  had 
lost  from  his  trunk  the  sum  of  $2,256,  in  which  were 
included  all  the  ten  dollar  notes  and  a  part  of  the  three 
dollar  notes.  Of  that  sum,  $810,  all  in  ten  dollar  notes, 
was  afterwards  found  in  a  pile  of  sand  in  Fort  Hudson  ; 
but  the  petitioner  states  that  the  balance,  to  wif,  $1,436, 
he  has  entirely  lost.  The  petitioner  prays  of  Congress 
to  be  remunerated  for  the  loss. 

T^is  case  was  presented  at  the  second  session  of  the 
last  (thirteenth)  Congress,  and  the  committee  were 
then  of  the  opinion  that  the  petitioner  was  not  entitled 
to  relief;  [report  10th  March.  1814,  which  was  burnt 
at  the  destruction  of  the  Capitol  on  the  24th  August, 
1814.]  The  principle  has  often  been  adopted,  and 
which  this  committee  are  persuaded  is  correct,  that, 
when  a  Paymaster  has  received  money  from  the  United 
States,  to  discharge  a  debt  which  the  Government  owes 
to  its  soldiery,  and  for  which  he  receives  an  adequate 
compensation,  he  must  be  considered  liable  for  the  risk 
of  the  money,  as  well  as  its  faithful  and  honest  applica- 
tion. If  the  loss  were  produced  by  some  inevitable  ac- 
cident, such  as  capture  by  an  enemy,  or  some  other 
unforeseen  event,  and  which  it  would  not  be  in  the 
power  of  human  diligence  and  wisdom  to  prevent  or 
control,  it  would  present  a  fit  case  for  the  equitable 
consideration  and  interference  of  Congress ;  but,  in  a 
case  situated  like  the  present,  it  is  believed  that  sound 
policy  and  correct  principles  require  that  the  party 
should  abide  by  the  contract  he  has  made  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  be  held  accountable  for  the  money.  The 
committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

INDEMNITY  TO  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Yancev  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Gold,  and  oihers,  militiamen,  in  the  20th 
brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  which  was  read; 
when  .Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  a 
company  of  the  20(h  brigade  of  Virginia  militia, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Walrasley; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  report  is  .is  follows: 

That,  in  the  year  1814,  the  petitioners  served  a  tour 
of  duty  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  at 
and  near  Norfolk,  and,  after  having  faithfully  served 
out  their  lime,  obtained  an  honorable  discharge  for  the 
same;  that  the  funds  which  had  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  district  Paymaster  not  being  sufficient  to 
discharge  the  amount  of  their  pay,  they  received,  at 
the  time  of  their  discharge,  each,  the  sum  of  twenty 
dollars  and  twenty  cents,  and  requested  of  Captain 
Jonathan  Walmsley  (who  commanded  the  company  to 
which  they  belonged)  to  settle  and  receive  the  balance 
of  their  pav  from  the  Paymaster,  and  carry  it  to  them 
in  the  county  of  Kandolph,  in  the  Stale  of  Virginia, 
where  they  resided.    CapUia  Walmsley  received  of  the 
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Pilaster  at  ^'orfolk.  a  check  on  Robert  Brent,  Pay- 
r  General^  for  the  amount  of  the  balance  due  to 
en,  and  discounted  it  at  that  place  at  live  per  cent. 
ia  way  ho^e,  having  taken  a  passage  in  the  stage, 
'god  at  tlst?  Columbian  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
I  where  hrs  trunk  waa  robbed  of  the  money. 

S pears  to   the  rommittee,  from  the  affidavits  of 
layce,    Lieutenant  John    Brown,   and  Captain 
]aley,  that  they  all  arrived  at  the  hotel  together, 
odged  in  f^e  same  room  ;  that,  after  getting  into 
m,  it  wa.«  thought  by  them  that  the  money  which 
in  Walm^ley  had  in  hia  pocket  would  be  equally 
and  more  .:onveniently  kept  in  a  trunk  which  be- 
d  to  Brown  and  Mayce;  that  the  money  waa  ac- 
gly  placwl  in  the  trunk  by  Wtlmsley,  in  the  pre- 
of  Browt,  and  Mayce,  and  the  key  of  the  trunk 
to  Walnwley.     On  the  next  morning  after  the 
[mi%  py  was  dej.osited,  upon  unlocking  the  trunk  for 
tth«i purpose  of  taking  it  out,  it  wan  ascertained  by  all 
of  them  that  the  money  had  been  stolen, 
the   room   in   which  the  trunk  was,  Mr.  Mayce 
all  nigh  I,  and  was  at  no  time  absent  from  the 
cicept  It  few  minutes  while  at  supper  on  that 
iag,  and  during  that  time  be  locked  the  door  of 
m  upon^tarting  to  supper,  and  found  it  so  locked 
his  retur^  to  the  same.    The  committee  have  the 
ancei  of  a  member  of  the  Hou»e  of  Representa- 
that  Walmsley,  Brown,  and  Mayce,  are  all  men 
'  character, 
e  petitioiierti  ask  of  Congress  to  bo  paid  the  bal- 
of  the  money  due  them  for  their  servicea. 
this  case  Walmsley  may,  perhaps,  be  considered 
ent  of  the  petitioners.     Admitting  that  he  is  so 
consider^  the  question  would  arise  in  this  case, 
her  they  are  to  l>e  bound  by  his  actij,  and  receive 
misfortune  of  his  conduct.     It  is  certainly  a  correct 
of  justice  that,  iji  ordinary  cases,  the  principal  is 
)d   by    the    acts  of  the  agent ;  but   the  committee 
ive  this  tQ  be  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  the 
ce  and  policy  of  which  they  are  willing  to  admit, 
is  case  it  vvas  the  duty  of  the  Government,  pointed 
y  one  of  its  own  laws,  to  have  paid  the  militia  for 
services  it  the  time  and  place  of  their  discharge, 
nsequence,  however,  of  circumstances  not  to  be 
en,  and  tvhich  must  often  occur  in  this  country, 
cially  in  times  of  war,  it  was  found  inconvenient, 
he  part  of  the  Government,  to  pav  the  mihtia  at 
U,  ^'lime  and  {Jace  of  their  discharge.    Sot  having  done 
tl<  0  It  seems  %o  the  committee  reasonable  and  just,  and 
.  d'  i^  subversive"  of  any  correct  principle  of  justice  or 
p,  4cy,  that,  ii,  this  case,  the  Government  should  bear 
"  ll#|risk  of  th»-  money  until  it  was  paid  over  to  the  pe- 
♦•^  |ners.     Tb^y,  therefore,  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 

post  OFFICE  DEPART.MENT. 

|tr.  Ingham,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ice  and  Pt^l  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the  letter 
^iil  the  Po^^master  General,  of  the  22d  instant; 
tich  was  rjad,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
yoiiowi:    » 

[  / 

Fhe  Comm^tee  of  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
ihom  was  referred  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Speaker 
1  ^he  Postmaster  General,  requesting  an  investigation 
FcJie  fiscal  cc-ncerns  of  his  Department,  report:  That 
have  had  a  conference  with  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
on   the   ^object  of  his  letter,   who   states,   that  a 
*or  is  in  circulation  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
lam  personj  in  his  Department,   which  he  consid- 
*  )ll  was  of  &och  a  nature  as  to  require  an  investiga- 


tion by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Vour  committee  have  ascertained  that  the  rumor  has 
proceeded  from  clerks  in  the  General  Post  Office,  and 
that  it  purportii  to  indicate  a  suspicion,  that  some  per- 
sons in  that  Department  have  been  in  the  practice  of 
selUng  draughts  upon  deputy  postmasters  for  premi- 
ums, which  have  not  been  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Department  on  the  books.  Vour  committee  have  not 
ascertained  any  fact  to  justify  this  rumor,  but  they  con- 
sider it  due  to  the  character  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, as  well  as  to  the  interest  and  policy  of  the  Got- 
ernment,  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Postmaster 
General  in  recommending  a  more  particular  inquiry 
than  would  have  been  in  their  opinion  compatible  with 
the  duties  assigned  to  the  Committee  of  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  by  the  rules  of  the  House.  They, 
therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvfd,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  in 
conformity  with  the  request  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  Post  Office  Defiort* 
ment. 

Messrs.  Ingham.  Barbour,  Creioh ton,  Cady, 
Tallmaoge,  Pickkrinq,  and  Forney,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Revenue  sub- 
ject. The  question  still  under  consideration  was 
the  proposition,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  repeal 
the  direct  tax. 

Mr.  McKee  spoke  in  favor  of  this  motion. 

Mr.  Parris,  of  Massachusetts,  said: — I  should 
not  have  risen  in  favor  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  unexpected  opposition  it 
met  with  from  one  of  my  honorable  colleagues  on 
yesterday;  unexpected  I  say,  sir,  because,  repre- 
senting a  people  whose  interests  and  sentiments 
are  the  same.  I  did  nut  anticipate  a  difference  id 
opinion  on  so  important  a  subject.  But,  since  I 
am  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ  from  that  honora- 
ble gentleman,  uith  whom  I  usually  act.  it  may 
be  due  to  hitn,  it  certainly  is  to  myself,  that  I 
should  explain,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasons  which 
will  influence  my  vote. 

I  consider  the  object  of  the  amendment  to  be 
a  total  repeal  of  the  system  of  direct  taxation  upon 
the  country  ;  a  total  repeal  of  a  measure  obnox- 
ious in  itself,  and  to  which  this  nation  will  never 
submit,  unless  under  circumstances  rendering  it 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  defending  its  rights 
or  protecting  its  liberties.  Sir,  when  this  tax 
was  laid,  such  necessity  was  apparent;  when  it 
was  increased  its  necessity  was  doubly  so.  What 
then  was  the  situation  of  this  country  ?  Under 
what  extreme  pressure  were  these  taxes  submitted 
to  ?  It  is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  Where,  on  the  frontiers,  were 
we  not  assailed?  In  the  West,  where  were  we 
not  constantly  alarmed  by  the  depredations  of  the 
savages  7  In  the  North,  where  were  we  not 
threatened  with  immediate  invasion?  In  the 
East,  what  part  of  our  territory  was  in  possession 
of  the  enemy?  On  the  Atlantic,  what  coasts 
were  not  lighted  by  the  flames  cf  our  ships  ;  and 
1  might  ask.  what  was  the  internat  situation  of 
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this  country?  An  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachufetls,  (Mr.  Hulbebt,)  told  us  the  other  day, 
that  the  face  of  this  nation  had  become  pale.  Sir, 
instead  of  a  paleness  being  upon  the  face  of  the 
oaiiun,  the  stupor,  the  coldness,  and  the  inactivity 
of  death  were  fast  seizing  upon  some  of  it.i  ex- 
treme members — a  disease  which  threatened  not 
so  much  the  dissolution  of  the  system,  as  the  most 
fatal  consequences  to  the  parts  disordered.  Sir. 
under  such  circumstances,  these  taxes  were  sub- 
mitted to.  The  people  saw  the  necessity  of  pla- 
cing in  requisition  the  resources  and  energies  of 
the  naiion,  and  of  making  a  most  powerful  effort 
to  .save  their  country  from  the  ravages  of  a  vin- 
dictive enemy. 

From  the  Administration  that  had  declared 
war,  not  only  by  the  consent,  but  at  the  imperative 
call  of  the  people;  from  that  Administration  the 
same  people  would  not  withhold  the  means  of  its 
prosecution. 

1  ask  gentlemen   to  recollect  for  what  purpose 
these  taxes  were  laid  ;  I  call  upon  them  to  consider 
the    extreme    circumstances    under  which    they 
were  laid,  and  1  warn  them  of  the  consequences 
of  continuing  the  system  after  that  pressure  and 
those  circumstances  are  removed.     If  I  believed 
this  tax  to  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  late  war.  if  the  faith  of 
the  Government  could   not  be  redeemed  without 
it,  or  were  it  necessary  to  resuscitate  the  droopin^r 
credit  of  the  nation,  as  odious  as  it  is.  as  obnoxioul 
as  It  IS,  as  unequal   as   it  is.  it  should  have  my 
warmest  support,  as  should  all  other  bills  having 
the  same  object  that  might  find  their  way  to  your 
table.     Sir,  in  no  section  of  this  country  have  the 
people  done  more   to  aid  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  than  in  that  which  I  have  the  honor  partic- 
ularly to  represent.    In  none,  have  they  been  more 
ready  to  contribute  the  means  or  furnish  the  effi- 
cient force,  and  in  no  district  of  er^ual  population 
are  to  be  found  more  of  those  honorable  but  un- 
fortunate testimonials  which  are  the  pride  and 
the  glory  of  ibe  soldier.     It  is  with  peculiar  .«.at- 
isfaction  that  I  can  assert,  confidently  assert,  that 
the  yeomanry  of  Maine  are  among  the  most  firm 
supporters  of  your  measures;  and  knowing  them, 
as  I  do,  re.specting  those  with  whom  I  have  been 
intimate  from  my  birth,  I  should  hazard  nothing 
in  guaranteeing  their  future  support.     But.  patri- 
otic as  they  are,  they  do  not  expect  that  the  taxes 
levied  in  consequence  of  the  war  will  be  contin- 
ued as  a  system  in  peace.     For  what  purpose  do 
we  want  the  product  of  this  lax?     To  what  use 
will   we  apply  it  ?     These   are  questions  which 
the  people  have  a  right  to  ask  us,  and  which  we 
cannot  avoid,  but  must  answer.     They  pay  the 
money,  and  of  however  litile  importance  we  may 
think  the  laying  of  this  tax,  believe  me.  sir.  the 
farmer  will  not  consider  it  so  unimportant  when 
he  IS  paying  it.     Compare   the   receipts  and  ex- 
penditures as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  official  report,  compare  the  same 
as   estimated    by   the    Committee   of  Ways  and 
Means  in  their  exhibit  to  the  House,  and  granting 
those  estimates  to  be  perfectly  correct,  tell  me  i\ 
you  can,  where  will  be  the  deficiency.     It  will  be 


nowhere,  there  will  be  no  deficiency  ;  your  wayi 
and   means  will   be  sufficient,  amply   sufficient 
without  the  direct  tax,  without  the  furniture  tar 
and  without  the  taxes  on  manufactures,  the  lonjr 
catalogue  of  which  I  hope    never  again  to  bm 
incorporated  in  our  statute  book.     Why  will  this 
tax  be  odious? — because,  as  was  the  case  in  1798 
it  may  be  difficult  to  convince  the  people  of  its 
necessity.    Like  causes  produce  like  effects.   The 
fate  of  the  unfortunate  Administration  of  that  dav 
should  be  held  up  as  a  memento  to  every  succeed- 
ing,  and    the    rocks   on    which    that   foundered 
ought  never  to  be  obliterated   from  our  political 
chart.    Another  reason  why  this  mode  of  taxation 
is  odious,  is  the  great  expense  of  its  asxeasmeat 
and  collection,  and  the  number  of  officers  em- 
ployed in  aiding  its  passage  from  the  pocket  of 
the  citizen  to  the  vaults  of  our  Treasury.     The 
people  are  unaccustomed  to  this  mode  of  taxation  ; 
instead  of  rendering  the  valuation  and  paying  the 
assessment    to  officers  of  their  own  choice,  and 
belonging  to  their  immediate  neighborhood,  they 
are  called  upon  by  men  with  whom  they  have  no 
acquainiancp,  and  in  whose  selection  they  have 
no  voice.     To  this  may  be  added,  another  reason 
for  repealing  this  tax,  which,  although  the  last, 
is  by  no  means  the  least  imporUnt ;  I  refer  to  the 
great  inequality  of  its  operation,  not  only  among 
the  several  States,  but  among  individuals  of  the 
same  State,  which  I  will  attempt  to  prove.     Sir 
on  examining  the  books  in  the  office  o{  the  Sec^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  found,  that  lax- 
able  property  of  a  given  value  in  one  State,  pays 
more  than  double  the  amount  of  tax  that  is  paid 
on  property  of  an  equal  value  in  another,  and 
that  too  in  States  where  the  Constitutional  pro- 
visions relating  to  direct  taxation,  have  a  similar 
operation.      Take   for  example,   Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  Vermont.     The 
average  of  the  tax  contemplated  by  the  resolutioa 
now  under  debate,  will  be  in  Massachusetts  twenty- 
one  cents  on  each  hundred  dollars  of  taxable  prop- 
erty ;    in    Vermont    it    will   be    thirty    cents;  in 
Rhode  Island  but  sixteen  ;  and  in  Conuecticut 
but  thirteen.     The  result  will  be  this,  that  laying 
the  proposed  tax   according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Coostitutiou.  the  State  of  Massachusetts  at 
the  above  rate  of  twenty-one  cents  upon  each 
hundred  dollars  of  taxable  property  will  pay  three 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  when  at 
the  rate  as  paid  by  Rhode  Island,  her  proportion 
would  amount  to  but  two  hundred  and  forty-two 
thousand   dollars,  and  as   paid   by   Connecticut 
only   to  one  hundred  and   ninety-seven  thousand 
dollars.     Against  Vermont,  the  inequality  will  be 
still  greater  ;  the  quota  of  that   Sute  will  be 
ninety-eight    thousand   dollars,  while  the  same 
amount  of  property  m  Connecticut  will  pay  but 
forty-three    thousand.       This    great   inequality, 
which  cannot  be  avoided  without  a  violation  of 
Coosiiiutional    principles,  is  to  my  mind  a  suffi- 
cient justification  tor  advocating  an  entire  repeal 
of  the  system. 

But,  I  have  another  reason  for  supporting  the 

amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 

'  from  Kentucky.    Unless  driven  to  the  last  resort; 
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)H^r  R.        >  TV  Bevenue,  Jandart,  1816. 

I  'L«uld  not  cax  the  poor  and  the  honest  laborer  I  no,  sir,  on  that  we  depend  not  only  for  protection, 
w  B  supports;a  numerous  faraily  by  the  cultiva-  \  but  for  negotiation  ;  lor  the  former  more  effectual 
ti(  jof  a  few  acres  of  our  soil.  Sncn  rather  merit  .  than  all  our  armies,  for  the  latter  more  powerful 
th  jfostering  protection  of  this  Government.  I  |  than  all  our  Ministers;  instead  of  reducing  I  would 
CO  .  d  stand  ijn  the  door  of  ray  humble  dwelling,  j  increase  the  Navy  ;  and  while  we  have  such  men 
an  J  point  yofi  to  men  possessing  a  few  hundred  j  to  command  as  grace  the  naval  history  of  the 
do  »irs  of  property,  who  will  pay  more  of  this  I  late  war,  we  have  no  cause  to  be  apprehensive  of 
lUban  their  neighbors  who  own  so  many  thou-  ;  the  recurrence  or  the  result  of  another. 
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sa  pfis  ;  and    yjSt,  for  all   the  purposes  of  defence 

an  (protection,  you  will  find  the  former  the  most 

sp  If  ted  and  effeciive.     This  I  believe  to  be  the 

fa!  ♦  throughout  this  nation.     No.  sir.  if  taxes  we 

m  it  have,  lei  them  be  paid  by  the  wealthy,  by 

th  ^man  who  rides  in  the  coach,  and  not  by  him 

w    J   passes    for-Mhe  footman  ;  lei  them  be  laid 

uf  io  the  luxuries  and  superfluities  of  life,  and  I  good  one,  he  said,  and  there  could  be  no  occasion 

DC  j^poD  (lios«  articlesof  necessity,  without  which  j  more  proper  than  that  of  a  proposition  to  lay  a 

it    gonot  be  stipporied.     If  the  receipts  of  the  en-  |  direct  tax. 

meet  the  expenditures,  and  I  am  I  Those  who  have  for  flfieen  years  past  adminis 
so  from  evidence  derived  i  tered  the  affairs  of  ibis  Government,  have  con 
w  lying  on  our  tables,  how  [  ducted  this  nation  to  an  honorable  point  of  ele 


Mr.  Clav  (Speaker)  said  the  course  had  been 
pursued  ever  since  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  to  select  some  subject  during 
the  early  part  of  the  session,  on  which,  by  a  gen- 
eral understanding,  gentlemen  were  allowed  to 
indulge  themselves  in  remarks  on  the  existing 
slate  of  public  affairs.     The  practice   was  a  very 


It    konot  t>e  stipporieu. 
su  iJg  year  will  meet  it 
CO  strained  to  believe  ; 
frrR  official  s<9urces,  no^ 


ca 

th 
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Swe  ju!«iify  to  the  people  ihe  continuance  of  |  vation,  at  which  they  may  justly  pause,  challenge 
tax?  llCHHOOl  be  done,  its  repeal  is  expected,  I  a  retrospect,  and  invite  attention  to  the  bright 
idenily  expected.  [field  of  prosperity  which  lies  before  us. 

j^  that  section  of  the  country  in  which  I  am  |      The  great  objects  of  the  Committee  of  Finance 
mk:e  immedf«iely   acquainted,  it  has  been  with  {  in  the  report  under  consideration  are,  in  the  first 
lexiieme  difficulty  thai  the  farmer  could  procure  i  place,  to  provide   for  the  payment  of  the  public 
'thrash  to  discharge  this  tax  ;  I  say  cnsh,  sir,  for  '  debts,  and  in  the  second,  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
there,   have  nothing  of  that  circulating  me-     port    of   the    Government,  and    the  payment  of 
»    which  *ihe  gentleman   from  Virginia  (Mr.  i  such  expenses  as  should  be  authorized  by  Con- 
idolph)  denominates  rags.     Of  the  first  tax  ,  gress.     The  greater   part  of  the  debt,  Mr.  C.  ad- 
iree  millions,  the  whole  has  been  paid;  of  the  i  milled,  bad  grown   out  of  ihe  late    war;   yet  a 
lax  of  sii  millions,  noi  a  cent.     Sir,  I  hope  j  considerable  portion  of  it  consisted  of  that  con- 
wllle  our  tax-gatherers  are  enforcing  the  collec-  '  iracled  in  the  former  war  for  Independence,  and 
ti««rof  this  la^,  the  like  of  which  tht-y  have  never  |  a  portion  of  it  perhaps  of  that  which  arose  out  of 
kiwWn.  we  sl>all  not  be  here  preparing  to  follow  I  the  wars  with  Tripoli  and  Algiers.     Gentlemen 
tt£n  with  aiiDther.     Whatever  may  be  ihe  opin-  |  had  on  this  occasion,  therefore,  fairly  a  right  to 
ic^eniertain<!d  in  this  House  or  this  naiion  of  the  I  examine  into  the  course  of  the   Administration 
di^iosiiion  otihal  Stale,  i  feel  myself  not  bound  j  heretofore,  to  demonstrate  the  impolicy  of  those 
tc£  efute    It.  »  I  answer  only  for  a  part,  for  that     wars,  and  ihe  injudiciousnes.0  of  the   public  ex- 


penditures generally.  In  tliecursory  view  which 
he  should  take  of  this  subject,  he  must  be  allowed 
to  say  he  should  pay  no  particular  attention  to 
whai  had  passed  before  in  debate.  An  honorable 
colleague,  (Mr.  Hardin,)  who  spoke  the  other 
day,  like  another  gentleman  who  preceded  hira 
in  debate,  had  taken  occasion  to  refer  to  his  (Mr. 
C.'s)  iate  absence  from  this  country  on  public 
business;  but,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  trusted  among  the 
fruits  of  that  absence  were  a  greater  respect  for 
the  institutions  which  distinguish  this  happy 
country,  a  greater  confidence  in  them,  and  an 
increased  disposition  to  cling  to  them.  Yea,  sir, 
said  Mr.  C,  I  was  in  ihe  neighborhood  of  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  and  some  lessons  I  did  derive 
from  it  ;  but  they  were  le&soos  which  satisfied 
me  that  national  independence  was  only  to  be 
maintained  by  national  resistance  against  foreign 
encruachmeuts,  by  cherishing  the  interests  of 
the  people,  and  givini;  to  the  whole  physical 
frJTo  our  service  a  host  of  officers,  many  of  whom     power  of  the  country  an  interest  in  the  preserva 


pie  with  whom  I  nm  immediately  connected, 
»ople  whor  I  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  as- 
ng  you.  b^ve  not  participated  in  that  kind  of 
liy  for  vihich  their  Stale  has  been  so  pro- 
ial.  1  khow  them  well,  I  know  their  altacti- 
t  to  your  measures,  an  attachment  which  has 
tried  itt  the  days  of  adversity  and  cannot 
f«V  to  be  res^iected  in  the  days  of  prosperity.  On 
tlw  subject  t;'koow  their  wishes,  their  sentiments 
iL^y  their  feelings,  and  in  their  behalf  I  call  fur  a 
re^-al  of  ihiitax. 

fir,  much«,has  been  said  in  this  debate  about 
cing  ihejArray  and  dismantling  the  Navy  ; 
mfess  myself  not  to  be  a  favorite  of  large 
_  ding  armjes.  they  add  nothing  to  the  security 
(he  ciiize«,  little  to  that  of  the  States.  But 
jf  reduce  K\e  present  Peace  Establishment  1  il 
lot  so  larof  as  to  be  dangerous  in  the  hands  of 
\  Executiije.  nor  so  expensive  as  to  beburden- 
le  10  the  [i.eople.     We  have  already  dismissed 


anij^  equally  trave,  equally  meritorious  as  those 
w^i  have  reifiined.  Let  us  provide  for  those 
Dfv^  in  service,  and  while  doing  that  forget  not 
claims  of  others  who  have  served  us  with 
I  idelity.     The   Navy — reduce  the   Navy  ! 


r 


lion  of  the  nation.  1  have  been  taught  that  les- 
son ;  that  we  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  pos- 
sibility that  a  combination  of  despots,  of  men 
unfriendly  to  liberty,  propagating  what  in  their 
opinion  constitutes  the  principle  of  legitimacy, 
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might  reach  our  happy  land,  and  subject  us  to 
that  tyranny  and  degradation  which  seems  to  be 
one  of  their  objects  in  another  country.     The 
result  of  my  reflections   is  the  determination  to 
aid  with  ray  vote  in  providing  ray  country  with  j 
all  the  means  to  protect  its   liberties,  and  guard  ' 
them   even   from   serious    menace.      Motives  of 
delicacy,  which  the  committee  would  be  able  to  ! 
understand  and  appreciate,  prevented  him  from  i 
noticing  some  of  his  colleague's  (Mr.  Hardin's)  | 
remarks;   but  be  would  take  ilie  occasion  to  give 
him  one  admonition,  'hat  when  he  next  favored 
the  House  with  an  exhibition   of  his  talent  for  I 
wit— wiih  a  display  of  those  elegant  implements, 
for  his  possession  of  which  the  gentleman  from  ' 
Virginia  bad  so  handsomely  complimented  him,  | 
that  he  would  recollect  that  it  is  bought  and  not  I 
borrowed  wit,  which  the  adage  recommends  as  ! 
best.     With   regard  to  the  late  war  with  Great  ' 
Britain,  history,  io  deciding  upon  the  justice  and  I 
policy  of  that  war,  will  determine  the  question  i 
according  to  the  state  of  things  which  existed  ' 
when  that  war  was  declared.     I  gave  a  vote  for  j 
the  declaration  of  war,  said  Mr.  C— I  exerted  all 
the  little  influence  and  talents  I  could  command 
to  make  the  war.     The  war  was  made  ;  it  is  ter- 
minated ;  and   I  declare,  with    perfect  sincerity, 
if  it  had  been  permuted  me  to  lift  the  veil  of  futu-  | 
rity,  and  to  have   foreseen    the  precise  series  of 
events  which  have  occurred,  my  vote  would  have  , 
been   unchanged.     The  policy  of  the  war,  as  it  ' 
regarded  our  slate  of  preparation,  must  be  determ- 
ined with   reference  to  the  state  of  things  at  the 
time  that  war  was  declared.     Mr.  C.  said  he  need 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  demonstra- 
ting that  we  had  cause  sufficient  for  war.     We  i 
had  been  insulted,  and  outraged,  and  spoliated  i 
upon  by  almost  all  Europe — by  Great  Britain,  by  ' 
France,  Spain,  Denmark.  Naples,  and  to  cap  the  ', 
climax,  by  the  little  contemptible   Power  of  Al- 
giers.    We  had  submitted  too  long  and  too  much. 
We  had  become  the  scorn  of  foreign  Powers,  and  ! 
the  contempt  of  our  own  citizens.     The  question 
of  the  policy  of  declaring  war  at  the  particular  ' 
time  when  it  was  commenced,  is  best  determined, 
Mr.  C.  remarked,  by  applying  to  the  enemy  him- 
self; and  what  said  he?     That  of  all  thecircum- 
stances   attending   its  declaration,   none  was  so  j 
aggravating  as  that  we  should  have  selected  the  | 
moment  which,  of  all  others,  was  most  inconve-  ■ 
nieot  to  him;  when   he  was  struggling  for  self- 
existence  in   a    last  effort    against   the    gigantic 
power  of  France.     The  question  of  the  state  of 
preparation  for  war  at  any  time  is  a  relative  ques- 


tion—relative to  our  own  means,  the  condition 
of  the  other  Power,  and  the  state  of  the  world  at 
the  time  of  declaring  it.  We  could  not  expect, 
for  instance,  that  a  war  against  Algiers  would 
require  the  same  means  or  extent  of  preparation 
as  a  war  against  Great  Britain ;  and  if  it  was  to 
be  waged  against  one  of  the  primary  Powers  of 
Europe,  at  peace  with  all  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  therefore  all  her  force  ai  command,  it  could 
not  be  commenced  with  so  little  preparation  as 
if  her  whole  force  were  employed  in  another 
quarter.     It  is  not  necessary  again  to  repel,  said 


Mr.C,  the  stale,  ndiculoos,  faUe  story  ofPrench 
influence,  originating  in  Great  Briuin  and  echoed 
here.     I   now  contend— so  I  have  always  done— 
that  we  had  a  right  to  take  advantage  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  world  at  the  time  war  was  declared. 
II  Great  Britain  were  engaged  in  war,  we  had  a 
right  to  act  on   the  knowleige  of  the  fact,  that 
her  means   of    annoyance,   as   to   us.   were   di- 
minished; and  we  had  a  right  to  obtain   all  the 
collateral   aid   we  could   from   the  operations  of 
other  Powers  against  her,   without  entering  into 
those  connexions    which    are    forbidden    by    the 
genius  of  our  Government.     But,  Mr.  C.  said  it 
was  rather  like  disturbing  the  ashes  of  the  dead 
now  to  discuss  the  questions  of  the  justice  or 
expediency  of  the  war.     They    were   questions 
long  since  settled,  and  on  which  the  public  opin- 
ion was  decisively  made  up  in  favor  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. 

He  proceeded  to  examine  the  conditions  of  the 
peace  and  the  fruits  of  the  war— questions  of  more 
recent  date,  and  more  immediately  applicable  to 
the  present  discussion.     The  terms  of  the  peace 
xMr.  C.  said,  must  be  determined  by  the  same  rule 
that  was  applicable  to  the  declaration  of  war- 
that  rule  which  was  furnished  by  the  state  of  the 
world  at   the  time  the  peace  was  made.     And 
even  if  it  were  true  that  all  the  sanguine  expecta- 
tions which  might  have  been  formed  at  the  time 
of  the  declaration  of  war  were  not  realized  by  the 
terms  of  the  subsequent  peace,  it  did  not  follow 
that  the   war   was   improperly  declared,  or  the 
peace  dishonorable,  unlesss  the  condition  of  the 
parties  in  relation  to  other  Powers  remained  sub- 
sianiially  the  same  throughout  the  struggle,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  termination  of  the  war.  as  they 
were  at  the  commencement  of  it.     At  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war,  France  was  annihilated— blot- 
lied  out  01  the  map  of  Europe  ;— the  vast  power 
wielded  by  Bonaparte  existed  no  longer.     Let  it 
be  admitted  that  statesmen,  in  laying  their  course 
are  to  look  at  probable  events— that  their  conduct 
is  to  be  examined  with  reference  to  the  course  of 
events  which    in    all    human    probability  might 
hiive  been  anticipated— and  is  there  a  man  in  this 
House  in  existence  who  can  say,  that  on  the  18th 
day  of  June,  1812,  when  the  war  was  declared,  it 
would  have  been  anticipated  that  Great  Britain 
would,  by  the  circumstance  of  a  general  peace, 
resulting  from  the  overthrow  of  a  Power  whose 
basements  were  supposed  to  be  deeper  laid,  more 
ramified,  and  more  extended,  than  those  of  any 
Power  ever  were  before— be  placed  in  the  attitude 
in  which  she  stood  in  December.  1814?     W^ould 
any  one  say  that   the  Government  could   have 
anticipated  such  a  state  of  things,  and  ought  to 
have  been  governed  io  its  conduct  accordingly? 
Great  Britain,  Russia.  Germany,  did  not  expect — 
not  a  Power  in  Europe  believed — as  late  even  as 
January,  1814,  that,  in  the  ensuing  March,  Bona- 
parte would  abdicate,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
Bourbons   would   follow.      What   then   was  the 
actual  condition  of  Europe  when  peace  was  con- 
cluded?    A  perfect  tranquillity  reigned  through- 
out- for,  as  late  as  the  ist  of  March,  the  idea  of 
Napoleon   reappearing  in   France  was  as  little 
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Iruined  &s  that  of  a  man's  coning  from  the 

ja  10  take  ppon  himself  ihe  government  of  the 
itry.     In  Uecember,  1814, a  profound  and  ap- 
rntly  permanent  peaceexisted.     Great  Britain 
left  to  dispose  of  the  vast  force — the  accu- 
itioa  of  iwenty-five  years — the  work  of  an 
lense  sysieoa  ol  finance  and  protracted  war. 
was  at  liberty  to  employ  that  undivided  force 
inst  this  country.     Under  such  circumstances, 
id  not  foQow,  Mr.  C.  said,  according  to  the 
\i  laid  doWn,  either  that  the  war  ought  not  to 
been  m^de,  or  that  peace,  on  such  terms. 
It  not  to  have  been  concluded, 
^bat  then,  Mr.  C.  asked,  were  tbe  terms  of 
}eace  ?     Tbe  regular  Opposition  in  this  coun- 
-the  gentFt-men  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
Lad  not  cor^e  out  to  challenge  an  investigation 
lie  terras  <^"  tbe  peace,  although  they  had  sev- 
times  givipn  a  sidewipe  at  the  treaty  on  occa- 
|s  with  wl^icb  it  had  no  necessary  connexion. 
id  been  sometimes  said  that  we  had  gained 
ling  by  thf  war — that  the  fisheries  were  lost, 
How.  by  asked,  did  this  question  of  the  fish- 
really  st^nd  ?    By  the  first  part  of  the  third 
jle  of  the  Treaty  of  1783.  the  right  was  rec- 
^j;-Jsed  in  thu  people  of  the  United  Slates  to  take 
fil^M^f  every  kind  on  the  Grand  bank  and  on  all  the 
u^r  banks  o\  Newfoundland  ;  also  in   the  Gulf 
o/lJl.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the 
iwbere  tbe  inhabitants  of  both  countries  used 
ly  time  to  fish.     This  right  was  a  necessary 
rJent  to  ouf  sovereignly,  although  it  is  denied 
)me  of  \\yi  Powers  of  Europe.     It  was  not 
jested  at  Qhent;  it  has  never  been  drawn  in 
jtioD  by  Great  Britain.    But,  by  the  same  third 
|;le.  It  was  further  stipulated  that  the  inbab- 
ts  of  tbe  United  States  shall  have  "liberty  to 
le  fish  of  every  kind  on  such  part  of  the  coast 
lewfouniland  as  British  fishermen  shall  use. 
It  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  same  on  that  island) 
also  on  the  coatts,  bays,  and  creeks  of  all 
ier  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
(lerica  *,  and  that  the  American  fishermen  sball 
re  liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the 
settled    b^ys,   harbors,  and  creeks,  of  Nova 
'otia,  Magdalen  Island,  and  Labrador,  so  long 
i^hesame  bhall  remain  unsettled;  but. so  soon 
^•ihe  ."same  or  either  of  them  shall  be  settled,  it 
ill  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  fishermen  to  dry 
[;cure  fish  at  such  settlement,  without  a  previ- 
agreeraeiit  for  that  purpose  with  the  inhab- 
its, propr^'lors,  or  possessors,  of  the  ground." 
le  Briiishk3ommis?ioners, assuming  that  those 
riies  had  expired  by  the  war  between  tbe  two 
itries,  at  ^n  early  period  of  the  negotiation 
ired  that  they  would  not  be  revived  without 
Tiuivalent.     Whether  the  Treaty  of  1783  does 
Vorm  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  accord- 
10  which  treaties  are  vacated  by  a  war  break- 
)Ut  between  the  parties,  is  a  question  on  which 
lid  not  mean  to  expre:>s  an  opinion.     The  first 
jle  of  that  treaty,  by  which  the  King  of  Great 
■ain  acknowledges  the  sovereignty  of  the  Uni- 
:States,  c^tainly  was  not  abrogated   by  the 
that  all  the  other  parts  of  tbe  same  in.'tru- 
it  which  define  the  limits,  privileges,  and  lib- 


erties, attaching  to  that  sovereignty,  were  equally 
unafifected  by  the  war,  might  be  contended  for 
with  at  least  much  plausibility.  If  we  deter- 
mined to  offer  them  the  equivalent  required,  the 
question  was,  what  should  it  be  ?  When  the  Brit- 
Mh  Commissioners  demanded,  in  their  projet,  a 
renewal  to  Great  Britain  of  the  right  to  th*-  nav- 
igation of  the  Mississippi,  secured  by  the  Treaty 
of  1783,  a  bare  majority  of  the  American  Com- 
missioners offered  to  renew  it,  upon  the  condition 
that  the  liberties  in  question  were  renewed  to  us. 
He  was  not  one  of  that  majority.  He  would  not 
trouble  the  Committee  with  his  reasons  for  being 
opposed  to  the  offer.  A  majority  of  bis  colleagues, 
actuated  he  believed  by  the  best  motives,  made 
however  the  offer,  and  it  was  refused  by  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners. 

if  the  British  interpretation  of  the  Treaty  of 
1783  be  correct,  we  have  lost  the  liberties  in  ques- 
tion. What  the  value  of  them  really  is,  he  had 
not  been  able  to  meet  with  any  two  gentlemen 
who  agreed.  The  great  value  of  the  whole  mass 
of  our  fishery  interests,  as  connected  with  our 
navigation  and  trade,  was  sufficiently  demon- 
strated by  the  tonnage  employed  ;  but,  what  was 
the  relative  importance  of  these  fisheries,  there 
was  great  contrariety  of  statements.  They  were 
liberties  to  be  exercised  within  a  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion, and  some  of  them  were  liable  to  be  destroyed 
by  the  contingency  of  settlement.  He  did  not 
believe  that  much  importance  attached  to  such 
liberties.  And,  supposing  them  to  be  lost,  we  are 
perhaps  sufficiently  indemnified  by  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  British  mortgage  upon  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi.  This  great  stream,  on  that 
supposition,  is  placed  (where  it  ought  to  be)  in 
the  same  independent  condition  with  tbe  Hud- 
son, or  any  other  river  in  tbe  United  States. 

If.  on  the  contrary,  the  opposite  construction  of 
the  Treaty  of  1783  be  tbe  true  one.  these  liberties 
remain  to  us,  and  tbe  right  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  secured  to  Great  Britain  by 
that  instrument,  continues  with  her. 

But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  surprised  to  hear  a 
gentleman  from  the  Western  country  (Mr.  Hab- 
din)  exclaim,  that  we  iiad  gained  nothing  by  the 
war.  Great  Britain  acquired,  by  the  treaty  ne- 
crotiated  by  Mr.  Jay,  the  right  to  trade  with  the 
Indians  within  our  Territories.  It  was  a  right 
upon  which  she  placed  great  value,  and  from  ihe 
pursuit  of  which  she  did  not  desist  without  great 
reluctance.  It  had  been  exercised  by  her  agents 
in  a  manner  to  excite  the  greate.st  sensibility  in 
the  Western  country.  This  right  was  clearly  lost 
by  the  war;  for  whatever  may  be  the  true  opin- 
ion as  to  the  Treaty  of  1783.  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  stipulations  of  that  of  1794  no 
longer  exist. 

It  had  been  said,  that  the  great  object  in  the 
continuation  of  tbe  war  bad  been  to  secure  our 
mariners  against  impressment,  and  that  peace  was 
made  without  accomplishing  it.  With  regard  to 
tbe  Opposition,  he  presumed  ttiat  they  would  not 
urge  any  such  argument.  For,  if  ibeir  opinion 
was  to  be  inferred  (though  be  hoped  in  this  case 
it  was  not)  from  that  of  an  influential  and  dis- 


] 


tinguished  member  of  the  Opposition,  we  bad  I 
reason  to  believe  that  they  did  not  think  the 
British  doctrines  wrong  on  this  subject.  He  al- 
luded to  a  letter  said  to  be  written  by  a  gentleman 
of  great  consideration,  residing  in  an  adjoining 
Stale,  to  a  member  of  this  House,  in  which  the 
writer  states  that  he  conceives  the  British  claim 
to  be  right,  and  expresses  his  hope  that  the  Presi- 
dent, however  he  might  kick  at  it,  would  be  com- 
pelled to  swallow  tbe  bitter  pill.  If  ihe  peace 
had  really  given  up  the  American  doctrine,  it 
would    have    been,   according    to    that    opinion 


H.orR. 


merely  yielding  to  the  force  of  the  British  right 
In  that  view  of  the  subject,  the  error  of  the  Ad- 
ministration would  have  been  in  contending  for 
too  much  in  behalf  of  this  country;  for  he  pre- 
sumed there  was  no  doubt  that,  whether  right  or 
wrong.  It  would  be  an  important  principle  gained 
to  secure  ourseamen  against  British  impressment. 
And  he  trusted  in  God  that  all  future  Adminis- 
trations would  rather  err  on  the  side  of  contending 
for  too  much  than  too  little  for  America. 

But  Mr.  C.  was  willing  to  admit  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  Administration  ought  to  be  tried  by 
their  own  opinions,  and  not  those  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. One  of  the  gre.Tt  causes  of  tbe  war,  and  of 
its  continuance,  was  tbe  practice  of  impressment 
exercised  by  Great  Britain  ;  and  if  this  claim  has 
been  admitted,  by  necessary  implication  or  ex- 
press stipulation,  the  Administration  has  aban- 
doned the  rights  of  our  seamen.  It  was  with  utter 
astonishment  that  he  heard  that  it  had  been  con- 
tended in  this  country,  that  because  our  right  of 
exemption  from  the  practice  had  not  been  ex- 
pressly secured  in  the  treaty.  It  was  therefore  given 
up!  It  was  impossible  that  such  an  argument 
could  be  advanced  on  that  floor.  No  member 
who  regarded  his  reputation  would,  dared. ad vance 
such  an  argument  here. 

Had  the  war  terminated,  the  practice  continu- 
ing, be  admitted  that  such  might  be  a  fair  infer- 
ence;  and  oo  some  former  occasion  he  had  laid 
down  the  principle,  which  he  thought  correct, 
that  if  the  United  Stales  did  then  make  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  the  war  in  Europe  continu- 
ing, and  therefore  she  continuing  the  exercise  of 
the  practice,  without  any  stipulation  to  secure  us. 
against  its  effects,  the  plain  inference  would  be. 
that  we  had  surrendered  the  right.  But  what  was 
the  fact?  At  the  time  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  Great  Britain  had  ceased  the 
practice  of  impressment ;  she  was  not  only  at 
peace  with  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  but  there 
was  every  prospect  of  a  permanent  and  durable 
peace.  The  treaty  being  silent  on  the  subject  of 
impressment,  the  only  plain  rational  result  wa^. 
that  neither  party  had  conceded  its  rights,  but 
thev  were  left  totally  unaffected  by  it.  iMr.  C. 
said  he  recollecied  to  have  heard  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons,  whilst  he  was  in  Europe, 
the  very  reverse  of  the  doctrine  advanced  here  on 
this  subject.  The  British  Ministry  were  charged 
by  a  member  of  the  Opposition  with  having  sur- 
rendered their  right  of  impressment, and  the  same 
course  of  reasoning  was  employed  to  prove  it  as 
he  understood  was  employed  in  this  country  to 


prove  our  acquiescence  in  that   practice.     The 
argument  was   this:   the  war  was  made  ou   the 
professed  ground  of  resistance  of  the  practice  of 
impressment;  the  peace  having  been  made  with- 
out a  recognition  of  the  right  by  America,  the 
treaty  being  silent  on  the  subject,  the  inference 
was,  tb^  the  Briiish  authorities  had  surrendered 
the  right ;  that  they  had  failed  to  secure  it,  and 
having  done  so,  had   in  effect  yielded   it.  '  The 
member  of  the  Opposition  in   England  was  just 
as  wrong  as  any  member  of  tln.s  House  would  be, 
who  should  contend  that  the  ri^ht  of  impressment 
IS  surrendered  to  the  British  Government.     Tbe 
fact  was,  Mr.  C  said,  neither  party  had  surren- 
dered its  rights  ;  things  remain  as  tnough  the  war 
had  never  been  made;  both  parties  are  in  possea- 
sion  of  all  the  rights  they  had  anterior  to  the  war. 
Lest  it  inight  be  deduced  that  his  seuiiments  on 
the   subject    of    impressment    had    undergone  a 
change,  he  took  tbe  opportunity  to  say.  that  al- 
though   he   desired    to    preserve    peace    between 
Great    Britain   and    the    United    States,   and    to 
maintain  between  them  that  good  understanding 
calculated  to  promote   the   interest  of  each,  yet 
whenever  Great  Britain  should  give  satisfactory 
evidence  of  her  design  lo  apply  her   doctrine  of 
impressment  as  heretofore,  he  was,  for  one,  ready 
to  take  up  arms  again  to  oppose  her.     The  fact 
was,  that  the  two  nations  had   been   placed   in  a 
stale  of  hostility  as  to  a  practice  growing  out  of 
Ihe  war  in  Europe.     The  war  ceasing   between 
Great  Britain  and  the  rest  of  Europe,  leli  England 
and  America  engaged  in  a  contest  on  an  aggres- 
sion  which    bad    also    practically    ceased.     The 
question  had  then   presented  itself,  whether   the 
United  States  should  be  kept  in  war,  to  gain  an 
abandonment  of  what  had  become  a  mere  abstract 
principle,  or  looking  at  the  results,  and  relying  on 
tbe  good  sense  and  sound  discretion  of  both  coun- 
tries, we  should  not  recommend  the  termination 
of  tbe  war.     W^hen  no  practical  evil  could  result 
from  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  there  was 
no  more  than  a  possibility  of  the  removal  of  the 
practice  of  impressment,  I,  as  one  of  tbe  mission, 
consented   with   sincere    pleasure    to    the  peace 
satisfied  that  we  gave  up  no  right,  sacrificed  no 
honor,  comproraitied  no  important  principle.    He 
said,  then,  applying  the  rule  of  the  aciualsute  of 
things,  as  that  by  which  to  judge  of  the  peace. 
there  was  nothing  in  the  conditions  or  terms  of 
the  peace  ihal  was  dishonorable,  nothing  for  re- 
proach, nothing  for  regret. 

Gentlemen  have  complained  that  we  had  lost 
the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy.  Have 
they  examined  into  that  question,  and  do  they 
know  the  grounds  on  which  it  stands?  Prior  to 
the  war  we  occupied  Moose  island,  the  British 
Grand  Menan.  Each  party  claimed  both  islands. 
America,  because  they  are  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  Stales,  as  defined  by  the  Treaty  of 
1783;  and  Great  Britain,  because,  as  she  alleges, 
they  were  in  the  exception  coataioed  in  the  sec- 
ond article  of  that  treaty  as  to  islands  within  the 
limits  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia.  All  the 
information  which  he  had  received  concurred  in 
representing  Grand  Menan  as  tbe  most  vkluable 
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»d.     Does,  the  tremiy.   in    stipulating   for  an  |  utes  of  the  iron  mountains  and  the  Alleghany  to 
^able  anJ  equitable  mode  of  settling  this  con-  |  her  Delta,  and  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  8th  of 
irsy,  yielil   one 
led  Slates  ? 


..-i^.v   •iiuut   V.1    ^..^v....^    ..<.o  VW.U-  I    uci    Lyciia,  aiiu   lu  iiic  v»uii    ui    WicxiCO,   UJe  0(n  01 

ne  foot  of  the  territory  of  the  I  January  shall  be  remembered,  and  the  glory  of 
If  our  title  to  Moose  Island  is    that  day  shall  stimulate  future  pairiots.and  nerve 


^n  in  question,  that  of  Great  Britain  to  Grand 
kan  is   equally  so.     If  we  may  lose   ihe  one, 
lay  the  other.     The  treaty,  it  was  true,  con- 
?d  a  provt-ion  that  the  party  in  possession,  ac 
L^ime  of  it.t  ratification,  may  hold  on  until  the 
Mion   of   nght  is  decided.     The    Committee 
|ld  obserrw  that  this  stipulation,  as   tu   posses- 
was  not  limited  to  the  moment  of  thesigna- 
but  looked  to  the  period  of  the  ratification  of 
rireaiy.     The  American  Commissioners  had 
»ght   they. might  safely  rely  on    the   valor  of 
(sachuseii^i,  or  the  arms  of  the  United  States, 
.ive  the  irjvader  from  our  soil,  and   had  also 
[d  that  wfi  might  obtain  possession  of  Grand 
m.     It  i.>:  true    they  have  bten    disappointed 
^e  successful  application  of  the  force  of  that 
\e  and  of  ijiat  of  the  Union  ;  but  it  is  not  true 
I  we  have.y)arted  with  the  right.     It  is  fair  to 


the  arms  of  unborn  freemen  in  driving  the  pre- 
sumptuous invader  from  our  country's  soil  !  Gen- 
tlemen may  boast  of  their  in-ensibiliiy  to  feel- 
ings inspired  by  the  contemplation  of  such  events. 
But  he  would  ask  does  the  recollection  of  Bunk- 
er's Hill,  of  Saratoga,  of  Yorktown,  afford  them 
no  pleasure  ?  Every  act  of  noble  sacrifice  to  the 
country  ;  every  instance  of  patriotic  devotion  to 
her  cause  has  its  beneficial  influence.  A  nation's 
character  is  the  sum  of  its  splendid  deeds.  They 
constitute  one  common  patrimony— the  nation's 
inheritance.  They  awe  foreign  Powers.  They 
arouse  and  animate  our  own  people.  Do  gen- 
tlemen derive  no  pleasure  from  the  recent  trans- 
actions in  the  Mediterranean  ?  Can  they  regard 
unmoved  the  honorable  issue  of  a  war,  in  sup- 
port of  our  national  rights,  declared,  prosf-cuted, 
and  terminated  by  a  treaty  in  which  the  enemy 


\\me  that  Great  Britain  will,  with  good  faith,  ;  submitted  to  a  carle  blanche,  in  the  short  period 


lerafe   in   carrying   the  stipulations  into  ef- 
and  sh»»  has,  in  fact,  already  promptly  pro- 
ved   to    the    appointment    of  Commissioners 
r  the  treuiy. 

'hat  have  we  gained  by  the  war?     Mr.  C. 

he  had  shown  we  had  lost  nothing  in  rights, 

tory.  or  honor  ;  nothing  for  which  we  ought 

ive  contended,  according  to  the  principles  of 

JgfAlieraen  on  the  other  side,  or  according  to  our 

Have    we   gained    nothing    by  the    war? 


of  forty  days?  The  days  of  chivalry  are  not 
gone.  They  have  been  revived  in  the  person  of 
Commodore  Decatur,  who,  in  releasing  from  in- 
fidel bondage  Christian  captives,  the  subjects  of 
a  foreign  Power,  and  restoring  them  to  their 
country  and  their  friends,  has  placed  himself  be- 
side tlie  most  renowned  knights  of  former  times. 
I  love  true  glory,  said  Mr.  C.  It  is  this  senti- 
ment which  ought  lo  be  cherished  ;  and  in  spite 
of  cavils  and  sneers  and  attempts  to  put  it  down, 
any  man  look  at   the  degraded  condition  of  I  it  will  finally  conduct  this  nation  to  that  height 


th|«  country  t>efore  the  war;  the  scorn  of  the 
Ufi  Wrse,  the  contempt  of  ourselves;  and  tell  me 
if  le  have  gdined  nothing  by  the  war  ?  What 
is  )Ur  present  situation?  Respectability  and 
cl  iracter  abroad — security  and  confidence  at 
h(  ipe.  If  we  have  not  obtained  in  the  opinion 
of  ^me  the  fu41  measure  of  retribution,  our  char- 
a'Mr  and  Constitution  are  placed  on  a  solid  basis, 
►er  to  be  siiaken.  The  glory  acquired  by  our 
|ant  tars — by  our  Jacksons  and  our  Browns 
lihe  land — is  that  nothing?  True,  we  have 
our  vicissitudes  ;  that  there  were  humiliaiing 
,ats  which  the  patriot  could  not  review  wiih- 
^deep  regret.  But  the  great  account,  when  it 
»e  to  be  bflilanced,  thank  God,  would  be  found 
ily  in  our.  favor.  Is  there  a  man,  he  asked, 
would  h^ve  obliterated  from  the  proud  pages 


lo  which  God  and  nature  have  destined  it.  Three 
wars,  those  who  ai  present  administer  this  Gov- 
ernment may  say,  and  say  with  proud  satisfac- 
tion, they  have  safely  conducted  us  through. 
Two  with  Powe/s  which,  though  otherwise  con- 
temptible, have  laid  almost  all  Europe  under 
tribute — a  tribute  from  which  we  are  now  exon- 
erated. The  third,  with  oneof  the  most  gigantic 
Powers  that  the  wurld  ever  saw.  These  strug- 
gles have  not  been  without  their  sacrifices,  nor 
without  their  lessons.  They  have  created  or 
rather  greatly  increased  the  public  debt.  They 
have  taught  that  to  preserve  the  character  we 
have  established  preparation  for  war  is  necessary. 
The  public  debt  exists.  However  contracted, 
the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  for  its  redemp- 
tion.    It  can  only  be  paid  by  providing  an  excess 


kur  h.storvMhe  brilliant  achievements  of  Jack- j  of  revenue  beyond  expendittlre,  or  by  retrench- 
],  Brown,  ^cott.  and  the  host  of  heroes  on  land  |  ment.     Did  gentlemen  contend  that  the  results 


sea  whorj*  he  would  not  enumerate  ?  Is  there 
an  who  '*ould  not  desire  a  participation  in 
ti^  national  glory  acquired  by  the  war?  Yes, 
n^onal  glory,  which  however  the  expression 
ni|V  be  cond»'mned  by  some,  must  be  cherished 
bfcvery  genome  patriot.  What  do  I  mean  by 
onai  glory  ?  Glory  buch  as  Hull,  of  the  Con- 
tion,  Jackion.  Lawrence.  Perry,  have  ac- 
ed.  Andi  are  gentlemen  insensible  to  their 
s — to  th<'  value  of  them  in  animating  the 
ntry  in  thfe  hour  of  peril  hereafter  ?  Did  the 
le  of  The(mopyla.>  preserve  Greece  but  once? 
*;ile  the  Mississippi  continues  to  bear  the  trib- 


of  the  report  were  inaccurate;  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  revenue  would  be  greater,  or  the  public 
expenses  less  than  the  estimate?  On  these  sub- 
jects, Mr.  C.  said,  he  believed  it  would  be  pre- 
sumption in  him.  when  the  defence  of  the  report 
was  in  .such  able  hands,  (Mr.  Lownoes.)  to  at- 
tempt its  vindication.  Leaving  the  task  to  that 
gentleman,  he  should  assume  tor  the  present  its 
accuracy.  He  would  lay  down  a  general  rule, 
from  which  there  never  ought  to  be  a  departure, 
without  absolute  necessity,  that  the  expenses  of 
the  year  ought  to  be  met  by  the  revenue  of  the 
year.     If  in  time  of  war  it  were  impossible  to 
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observe  this  rule,  we  ought,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
provide   for   as  speedy  a  discharge  of  the  debt 
contracted    in    the    preceding    war    as    possible. 
This  can   only  be  done  by  an  effective  sinking 
fund  based   upon   an  excess  of  revenue  beyond 
expenditure,  and  a   protraction  of  the  period  of 
peace.     If  in  England  the  Sinking  Fund  had  not 
fulfilled  what  was  promised,  it  was  because  of  a 
failure  to  provide  such  a   revenue,  and  because 
the  interests  of  peace  in   that  country  had  been 
too  few  and  too  short.     From   the  Revolution  to 
1812,  a  period  of  124  years,  there  had  been  63 
years  of  war.  and  only  61    of  peace;  and  there  ; 
bad   been   contracted  £638.129,577  of  debt,  and  i 
discharged  only  £39,594,305.     The  national  debt 
at  the  peace  of  Utrecht  amounted  to  £53.681.076, 
and  during  the  peace  which   followed,  being  27 
years,  from  1714  to  1740,  there  was  discharged 
only  £7.231,503.     When   the  operations   of  our 
sinking  lund  are  contrasted  with  those  of  Great 
Britain,  they  would  be  found  to  present  the  most 
gratifying  results.     Our  public  debt  existing  on 
the   1st  of  January,  1802,  amounted  to  878.754.- 
568  70,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1815,  we  had 
extinguished  $33,873,463  98.     Thus  in  thirteen 
years,  one-half  the  period  of  peace  that  followed 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  we  had  discharged   more 
public  debt  than  Great  Britain  had  during  that 
period.     In    twenty-six   years   she    did    not  pay 
much  more  than  a  seventh  of  her  debt.     In  thir- 
teen years  we  paid  more  than  a  third  of  ours.    If, 
then,  a  public  debt,  contracted  in  a  manner,  he 
trusted,  satisfactory  to  the  country,  imposed  upon 
us  a  duty  to  provide  for  its  payment ;  if  we  were 
encouraged,  by  past  experience,  to  persevere    in 
the  application  of  an  effective  sinking  fund,  he 
would   again    repeat    that    the  only  alternatives 
were  the  adoption    of  a  system  of  taxation  pro- 
ducing the  revenue  estimated  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  by  great  retrenchment  of 
the  public  expenses. 

In  what  respect  can  a  reduction  of  the  public 
expenses  be  effected  ?  Gentlemen  who  assailed 
the  report  on  this  ground  have,  by  the  indefinite 
nature  of  the  attack,  great  advantage  on  their 
side.  Instead  of  contenting  themselves  with  cry- 
ing out  retrenchment!  retrenchment !— a  theme 
always  plausible,  an  object  always  proper,  when 
the  public  interest  will  admit  of  it— let  them  point 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  specified  sub- 
ject. If  they  really  think  a  reduction  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  or  either  of  them,  be  proper,  let 
them  lay  a  resolution  upon  the  table  to  that  effect. 
They  had  generally,  it  was  true,  singled  out,  in 
discussing  this  report  (and  he  had  no  objection  to 
meet  them  in  this  way,  though  he  thought  the 
other  the  fairest  course)  the  Military  Esrablish- 
ment.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  glad  the  navy  had 
fought  itself  into  favor,  and  that  no  one  appeared 
disposed  to  move  its  reduction  or  to  oppose  its 
gradual  augmentation.  But  the  "standingarmy" 
is  the  great  object  of  gentlemen's  apprehensions. 
And  those  who  can  bravely  set  at  defiance  hob- 
goblins, the  creatures  of  their  own  fertile  imagi- 
nations, are  trembling  for  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple  endangered   by  a  standing  army   of  10.000 


H.ofR, 

men.  Those  who  can  courageously  vote  against 
taxes  are  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  Constitu- 
I  tion  and  the  country  at  sucli  a  force  scattered 
over  cur  extensive  territory!  This  could  not 
have  been  expected,  at  least  in  the  honorable  een- 
tleman  (Mr.  Ross)  who,  if  he  had  been  storm- 
ing a  fort,  could  not  have  displayed  more  cool 
collected  courage  than  he  did.  when  he  declared 
that  he  would  show  to  Pennsylvania  that  she 
had  one  faithful  Representative,  bold  and  inde- 
pendent enough  to  vote  against  a  tax  ! 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  happened,  very  incidentally 
the  other  day,  and   in  a   manner  which  he  had 
supposed  could   not  attract  particular  attention, 
to  .«tate  that  the  general  condition  of  the  world 
admonished  us  to  shape  our  measures  with  a  view 
to  the  possible  conflicts  into  which  we  might  be 
drawn;  and  he  said   he  did  not  know  when  he 
should  cease  to   witness  the  attacks  made  upon 
him  in  consequence  of  that  general  remark,  when 
he   should  cease  to  hear   ilie  cry  of  "standing 
army."  'national  glory,"  &c.     From   the  tenor 
of  gentlemen's  observations  it  would  iveem  as  if 
for  the  first  time   in   the  history  of  this  Govern- 
ment, it  was  now  proposed  that  a  certain  regular 
force   should   constitute  a    portion  of  the  public 
defence.     But  from  the  Administration  of  Gen- 
eral Washington,  down  to  this  time,  a  regular 
force,  a  standing  army  (if  gentlemen  please)  had 
existed,  and    the  only  question    about  it,  at  any 
time,  had  been  what  should  be  the  amount.  Gen- 
tlemen themselves,  who  most   loudly  decry  this 
establishment,  did  not  propose  an  entire  disband- 
ment  of  it ;  and  the  question,  ever  with  them,  is 
not  whether  a  regular  force   be  necessary,  but 
whether  a  regular  force  of  this  or  that  amount 
be  called  for  by  the  actual  state  of  our  affairs. 

The  question  is  not,  on  any  side  of  the  House, 
as  to  the  nature,  but  the  quantum  of  the  force! 
Mr.  C.  said  he  maintained  the  position,  that,  if 
there  was  the  most  profound  peace  that  ever  ex- 
isted ;  if  we  had  no  fears  from  any  quarter  what- 
ever; if  all  the  world  was  in  a  state  of  the  most 
profound  and  absolute  repose,  a  regular  force  of 
ten  thousand  men  was  not  too  grea°t  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Government.     We  knew  too  much, 
he  said,  of  the  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  all  our  calculations,  not  to 
know  that  even  in  the  most  profound  tranquillity 
some  tempest  may  suddenly  arise  and  bring  us 
into  a  state  requiring  the  exertion  of  military 
force,  which  cannot  be  created  in  a  moment,  but 
requires  time  for  its  collection,  organization,  and 
discipline.     When  gentlemen  talked  of  the  force 
which  was  deemed  sufficient  some  twenty  years 
ago,  what  did  they  mean  ?     That  this  force  was 
not  to  be  progressive?    That  the  full  grown  man 
ought  to  wear  the  clothes  and  habits  oi  his  in- 
fancy?    That  the  establishments  maintained  by 
this  Government,  when  its  population  amounted 
to  four  or  five  millions  only,  should  be  the  stand- 
ard by  which  our  measures  should  be  regulated 
in  all  subsequent  states  of  the  country  ?    If  gen- 
tlemen meant  this,  as  it  seemed  to  him  they  did, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  and  they  should  not  agree.     He 
contended  that  establishments  ought  to  be  com- 


!•' 


H.  oijR. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


788 


789 


Tke  Revenue. 


Janoahy, 1816. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


nyen  ^ate  with  the  actual  5tate  of  the  country, 

shoulK  grow  with  its  growth,  and  keep  pace  with 
gres>.  Look  at  that  map,  (said  he,  poioi- 
ihe  large  map  of  the  United  States  which 
in  the  Hj^I  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
at  the  va>t  extent  of  that  country  which 
es  from  *he  Lake  of  the   Woods,  in  the 


;t« 


rest,  to  v^e  Bay  of  Fundy,  in  the  East, 
[at  the  va»t  extent  of  our  maritime  coast; 
let  we  have  Indians  and  powerful  nations 
iiinous  ou  the  whole  frontier;  and  that  we 
lot  at  what  moment  the  savage  enemy  or 
Qre-^drBritain  hr/self  may  seek  to  make  war  with 
uc.  V^gbt  the  foi-ce  of  the  country  to  be  graduated 
bf  it^  scale  of  our  exposure,  or  are  we  to  be  un- 
infli«£iced  by  the  increase  of  our  liability  to  war  ? 
Havlk^e  forgolien  that  the  power  of  France,  as 
a  ccfljterpuise  \o  that  of  Great  Britain,  is  anni- 
lnlaifTi — gone  ;  never  to  rise  again,  I  believe,  un- 
d«r  ^e  weak,  unhappy,  and  imbecile  race,  who 
D0W;A^ay  her  destinies  ?  Any  individual  must, 
I  tlii|S»)  come  to  the  same  conclusion  with  my- 
self,U'ho  takes' these  considerations  into  view, 
aad  ^  {fleets  on  uur  growth,  the  slate  of  our  de- 
feoc^'tbo  situation  of  the  nations  of  the  world, 
aad  Hiove  all,  oi  that  nation  with  whom  we  nre 
inosjjtkely  tocojne  into  collision  ;  for  it  is  in  vain 
tg  cjfceal  it,  tois  country  must  have  many  a 
b^rwind  desperate  tug  with  Great  Britain,  let 
tlje  9J|ro  Governfnents  be  administered  how  and 
bf  ?uom  they  ntay.  That  man  mast  be  blind  to 
lications  <if  the  future,  who  cannot  see  that 
destined  ^o  have  war  after  war  with  Great 
until,  i;  one  ol  the  two  nations  be  not 
d,  all  grounds  of  collision  shall  have  ceased 
n  us.  I  repeat,  said  Mr.  C,  if  the  condi- 
France  were  that  of  perfect  repose,  instead 
of  a  volcano  ready  to  burst  out  again  with 
ating  eru.ition ;  if  with  Spain  our  differ- 
were  settlrd  ;  if  the  dreadful  war  raging  in 
America  were  terminated  ;  if  the  marines 
of  ^  the  Powers  of  Europe  were  resuscitated 
ns  l*»y  stood  prior  to  the  Revolution  of  France; 
if  ttj^e  was  universal  repose,  and  profound  tran- 
qui)£|y  among  ail  the  nations  of  the  earth,  con- 
sfdeRjg  the  actt^al  growth  of  our  country,  in  bis 
jodiTfient,  the  fr.rce  of  ten  thousand  men  would 
not^;  too  great  for  its  exigencies.  Do  gentle- 
in^tMsk  if  I  rely  on  the  regular  force  entirely  for 
the  Mfence  of  the  country  ?     1  answer,  it  is  for 

?;ar£}ning  and  ^eepingin  order  our  fortifications, 
ur  ^e    preservation   of  the   national   arras,  for 
somjlhing  like  i  safe  depository  of  military  sci- 
tnd  skill,  to  which  we  may  recur  in  time  of 
ir,  that  1   tlesire   to   maintain  an   adequate 
\x  force.     I  know  that  in  the  hour  of  peril 
'/eat  reliant-e  must  be  on  the  whole  physical 
(T^^i  the  country,  and  that  no  detachment  ol 
c^i    be    exclusively   depended   on.     History 
)«jl  that  no  i>aiion  not  destitute  of  the  military 
,  Aiose  people  were  united  in  its  defence,  ever 
s|iinquered.  '  It  is  true  that  in  countries  where 
~"  |ng  armies' have  bten  entirely  relied  on  the 
{s  have  beeii  subdued,  and  the  subjugation 
nation  ha^  been  the  consequence  of  it;  but 
tio  Jtfimple  is  tc^  be  found  of  a  united  people  be- 


ing conquered  who  possessed  an  adequate  degree 

of  military  knowledge.  Look  at  the  Grecian  Re- 
publics struggling  successfully  against  the  over- 
whelming force  of  Persia;  look  more  recently  at 
Spain.  I  have  great  conddence  in  the  militia, 
and  I  would  go  with  my  honorable  colleague 
(Mr.  McKee.)  whose  views  I  know  are  honest, 
hand  in  band,  in  arming,  disciplining,  and  ren- 
dering effective  the  railitia ;  I  am  for  providing 
the  nation  with  every  po>sible  means  of  resist- 
ance. I  ask  my  honorable  colleague,  after  I  have 
gone  thus  far  with  him,  to  go  a  step  further  with 
me,  and  let  us  retain  the  force  we  now  have  for 
the  purposes  I  have  already  described.  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen who  propose  to  reduce  the  Array,  if  they 
have  examined  in  detail  the  number  aucl  extent 
of  the  posts  and  garrisons  on  our  maritime  and 
interior  frontier  ?  If  they  have  not  gone  through 
this  process  of  reasoning,  bow  shall  we  arrive  at 
the  result  that  we  can  reduce  the  Army  with 
safety  ?  There  is  not  one  of  our  forts  adequately 
garrisoned  at  this  moment;  and  there  is  nearly 
one-fourth  of  them  that  have  not  one  solitary 
man.  I  said  the  other  day.  that  I  would  raiber 
vote  for  the  augmentation  than  the  reduction  of 
the  Array.  When  returning  to  my  country  from 
Its  foreign  service,  and  looking  at  this  question. 
It  appeared  to  me  that  the  maximum  was  20,000. 
the  minimum  10.000  of  the  force  we  ought  to  re- 
tain. And  I  again  say,  that  rather  than  reduce  I 
would  vote  to  increase  the  present  force. 

A  standing  army,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  been  deemed 
necessary  from  the  commencement  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  present  time.  The  question  was 
only  as  to  the  quantum  of  force  ;  and  not  whether 
it  should  exist.  No  man  who  regards  his  politi- 
cal reputation  would  place  himself  before  the 
people  on  a  proposition  for  its  absolute  disband- 
ment.  He  admitted  a  question  as  to  quantum 
might  be  carried  so  far  as  to  rise  into  a  question 
of  principle.  If  we  were  to  propose  to  retain  an 
army  of  thirty  or  forty  or  fifty  thousand  men. 
then  truly  the  question  would  present  itself,  whe- 
ther our  rights  were  not  m  some  danger  from 
such  a  standing  army,  whether  reliance  was  to 
be  placed  altogether  on  a  standing  army  or  on 
that  natural  sale  defence  which,  according  to  the 
habits  of  the  country  and  the  principles  of  our 
Government,  is  considered  the  bulwark  of  our 
liberties.  But  between  five  and  ten  thousand 
men,  or  any  number  under  ten  thousand,  it  could 
not  be  a  question  of  principle  ;  for.  unless  gentle- 
men were  afraid  of  spectres,  it  was  utterly  impos- 
sible that  any  danger  could  be  apprehended  from 
ten  thousand  men.  dispersed  on  a  frontier  of  many 
thousand  miles — here  twenty  or  thirty,  there  an 
hundred,  and  the  largest  amount  at  Detroit,  not 
exceeding  a  thin  regiment.  And.  yet,  brave  gentle- 
men— gentlemen  who  are  not  alarmed  at  hobgob- 
lins— who  can  intrepidly  vote  evenao^ainst  taxes, 
are  alarmed  by  a  force  of  this  extent  f  What,  he 
asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  Army  in  the  time 
of  Mr.  JefTerson,  a  time,  the  orthodoxy  of  which 
had  been  so  ostentatiously  proclaimed  ?  It  was 
true,  when  that  gentleman  came  into  power,  it 
was  with  a  determination  to  retrench  as  far  as 
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practicable.  Under  the  full  influence  of  these 
notions,  in  1802,  the  bold  step  of  wholly  disband- 
ing the  Army,  never  was  thought  ot".  The  Mili- 
tary Peace  Establishment  was  then  fixed  at  about 
four  thousand  men.  But.  before  Mr.  Jefferson 
went  out  of  power,  what  was  done — that  is.  in 
April  1308?  In  addition  to  the  then  existing 
Peace  Establishment,  eight  regiments,  arflounting 
to  between  five  and  six  thousand  men,  were  au- 
thorized, making  a  total  force  precisely  equal  to 
the  present  Peace  Establishment.  It  was  true 
that  all  this  force  bad  never  been  actually  enlisted 
and  embodied  ;  that  the  recruiting  service  had 
been  suspended;  and  that  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  we  had  far  from  this  number;  and, 
Mr.  C.  said,  we  have  not  now  actually  ten  thou- 
sand men,  being  at  least  two  thousand  deficient 
of  that  number.  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  what  had 
been  baid  on  this  and  other  occasions  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's not  having  seized  the  favorable  moment 
for  war  which  was  afforded  by  the  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake.  He  had  always  entertained  the 
opinion,  he  said,  that  .Mr.  Jefferson  on  that  occa- 
sion took  ihe  correct,  manly  and  frank  course,  in 
saying  to  the  British  Government — your  offlters 
have  done  this — it  is  an  enormous  aggression — do 
you  approve  the  act,  do  you  make  it  your  cause 
or  not  7  That  Government  did  not  sanciion  the 
act ;  it  disclaimed  it.  and  promptly  too — and, 
although  they  for  a  Ion?  time  withheld  the  due 
redress,  it  was  ultimately  tendered.  If  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson had  used  his  power  to  carry  the  country 
into  a  war  at  that  period,  it  might  have  been  sup- 
ported by  public  opinion  during  the  moment  of 
fever,  but  it  would  soon  abate,  and  the  people 
would  begin  to  ask,  why  this  war  had  been  made 
without  understanding  whether  the  British  Gov- 
ernment avowed  the  conduct  of  its  officers.  &o. 
If  the  threatening  aspect  of  our  relations  with 
England  had  entered  into  the  consideration  which 
had  caused  the  increase  of  the  Army  at  that  time. 
Mr.  C.  said,  there  were  considerations  equally 
strong  at  this  time,  with  our  augmented  popula- 
tion, for  retaining  our  present  force.  If,  however, 
there  were  no  threatenings  from  any  quarter,  if 
the  relative  force  of  European  nations,  and  the 
general  balance  of  power  existing  before  the 
French  revolution  were  restored  ;  if  South  Amer- 
ica had  not  made  the  attempt,  in  which  he  trusted 
10  God  she  would  succeed,  to  achieve  her  inde- 
pendence ;  if  our  affairs  with  Spain  were  settled, 
he  would  repeat,  that  ten  thousand  men  would 
not  be  too  great  a  force  for  the  necessities  of  the 
country,  and  with  a  view  to  future  emergencies. 
He  had  taken  the  liberty  the  other  day  to  make 
some  observations  which  he  might  now  repeat,  as 
furnishing  auxiliary  considerations  for  adopting 
a  course  of  prudence  and  precaution.  He  had 
then  said,  that  our  affairs  with  Spain  were  not  set- 
lied,  dtc,  that  the  Spanish  Minister  was  reported 
to  have  made  some  inadmissible  demands  of  our 
Government.  The  fact  turned  out,  Mr.  C.  said, 
as  he  had  presented  it.  It  appeared  that  what 
was  then  rumor  was  now  fact;  and  Spain  had 
taken  the  ground  noi  only  that  there  must  be  a 
discussion  of  our  title  to  that  part  of  Louisiana 


formerly  called  West  Florida,  (which  it  might  be 
doubted  whether  it  ought  to  take  place,)  but  had 
required    that  we    must    surrender  the  territory 
first  and  discuss  the  right  to  it  afterwards.     Be- 
sides  this   unsettled    state   of  our  relations  with 
Spain,  he  said,  there  were  other  rumors — and  he 
wished  to  God  we  had  the  same  means  of  ascer- 
taining their  correctness,  as  we  had  found  of  as- 
certaining the  truth  of  the  rumor  just  noticed— 
it  was  rumored   that   the   Spanish    province  of 
Florida  had  been  ceded,  with  all  her  pretensions, 
to  Great   Britain.     Would   gentlemen    tell  him. 
then,  that   this  was  a  time  when  any  statesman 
would  pursue  the  hazardous  policy  of  disarming 
entirely— uf  quietly   smoking  our  pipes  by   our 
firesides,   regardless  of  impending   danger  7      It 
might  be  a  palatable  doctrine  to  some,  but.  he  was 
persuaded,  was  condemned  by  the  rules  of  conduct 
in  private  life,  by  those  maxims  of  sound  precau- 
tion by  which  individuals  would  regulate  their 
private  affairs.     Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  here  mean 
to  lake  up  the  question  in  relation  to  South  Amer- 
ica.    Still   it  was  impossible   not  to  see  that,  io 
the  progress  of  things,  we  might  be  called  on   to 
decide  the  question  whether  we  would  or  would 
not  lend   them  our  aid.     This  opinion  he  boldly 
declared — and  he  entertained  it,  not  in  any  pur- 
suit of  vain  glory,  but  from  a  deliberate  convic- 
tion of  its  being  conformable  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country— that  having  a  proper  understand- 
ing  with    foreign    Powers— that    understanding 
which    prudence    and  a  just    precaution    recom- 
mended—it  would  undoubtedly  be  good   policy 
to  take  part  with  the  patriots  of  South  America. 
He  believed  it  could  be  shown  that,  on  the  strictest 
principles  of  public  law,  we  have  a  right  to  uke 
part   with   them,  that  it  is  our  mterest   to  take 
part   with   them,   and    that   our  interposition   in 
their  favor  would  be  effectual.     But  he  confessed, 
with  infinite  regret,  ihat  be  saw  a  supineness  on 
this  interesting    subject  throughout  the  country, 
which  lefi  him  almost  without  hope,  that  what 
he   believed   the  correct   policy    of  the  country 
would  be  pursued.     He  considered  the  release  of 
any  part  of  America  from  the  dominions  of  the 
Old  World,  as  adding   to  the  general  security  of 
ihe  new.     He  could   not  contemplate  the  exer- 
tions of  the  people  of  South  America,  without 
wishing  that  they  might  triumph  and  nobly  tri- 
umph.    He  believed  the  cause  of  humanity  would 
be  promoted  by  the  interpo>ition  oi  any  foreign 
Power  which  should   terminate  the  contest  be- 
tween the  friends  and  enemies  of  independence 
in  that  quarter,  for  a  more  bloody  and  cruel  war 
never  had  been  carried  on  since  the  days  of  Adam 
than  that  which  is  now  raging  in  South  Amer- 
ica— in  which  not  the  least  regard  is  paid  to  the 
laws  of  war,  to  the  rights  of  capitulation,  to  the 
rights  of  prisoners,  nor  even  to  the  rights  of  kin- 
dred.    1  do  not.  said  Mr.  C.  offer  tBese  views  ex- 
pecting to  influence  the  opinions  of  others;  they 
are  opinions  of  my  own.     But,  on  the  question  of 
general  policy,  whether  or  not  we  shall  interfere 
in   the  war  in  South  America,  it  may  turn  out 
that,  whether  we  will  or  will  not  choose  to  inter- 
fere in  their  behalf,  we  shall  be  drawn  into  the 
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ct-nrjft  in  the  cour«e  of  its  progress.  Amoog 
oibeifcJeraands  l'>  the  Minister  of  Spain,  is  the 
e:;cll5on  of  the  Jiag  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  other 
partX/)f  South  America  from  our  ports.  Our 
Qovv^iiment  ba^  taken  a  ground  on  this  subject, 
of  uMch  I  think,  no  gentleman  can  disapprove — 
tUat«l  parties  sliall  be  admitted  and  hospitably 
tr^afil  in  our  ports,  provided  they  conform  to  our 
lawWrhile  amongst  us.  What  course  Spain  may 
taktf^pon  this  subject,  it  was  impossible  now  to 
say.LtAlihough  I  would  not  urge  this  as  an  argu- 
merfjor  increasijig  our  force,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would 
ptacBt  among  those  considerations  which  ought 
lo  l&e  weight  with  every  enlightened  mind  in 
dctefiining  upon  the  propriety  of  its  reduction. 
It  isvT-eried  that  Great  Britain  has  strengthened 
aad  wtrenglhening  herself  in  the  provinces  ad- 
join  ?«  us.  Is  this  a  moment  when  in  prudence 
we  fight  to  drtarm?  No,  sir.  Preserve  your 
exis'Sg  force.  It  would  be  extreme  indiscretion 
to  lelfn  it.  \  ^ 

C.  here  r.tade  some  observations  to  show 

reduction  of  the  Army  to  from  four  to  five 

(*nd  men,  a^  had  been  suggested,  would  not 

})n  such  a  diminution  of  expense  as  to  au- 

f  the  rejection  of  the  report,  or  any  essential 

'lion  in  th«  amount  of  revenue,  which  the 

^  proposes  to  raise  from  internal  taxes,  and 

pleague  (Mr.  McKee)  appeared  equally  hos- 

ali  of  thi»m.     Having,    however,   shown 

cannot  in  safety  reduce  the  Army,  Mr. 

^Id  leave  ihe  details  of  the  report  in  the 

[iiands  of  the    honorable    chairman,   (Mr. 

J)Es,)  who;  he  had  no  doubt,  could  demon- 

^that  with  all  the  retrenchments  which  bad 

ecommenjed,  the   Government  would  be 

pt  in  less  (ime  than  three  years,  if  most  of 

Axes  were  not  continued.     He  would  now 

to  that  conclusion,  at  which  the  Commit- 

Id  not  regret  more  than  he  did,  that  he  had 

ig  since  arrived. 

J  the  attitiidf  in  which  this  country  should 

ed.  the  duty  of  Congress  could  not  be  mis- 

,  .My  policy  is  to  preserve  the  present  force, 

find  militajy  ;  to  provide  for  the  augmen- 

of  the  N^vy  ;  and   if  the  danger  of  war 

increase,  ro  increase  the  Array  also.    Ann 

litia,  and  .,Mve  it  the  most  effective  char- 

f  which  it  IS  susceptible.     Provide  in  the 

inple  raanfier,  and  place  in  proper  depots, 

munition*  and  instruments  of  war.     For- 

,d   strengthen    the   weak   and    vulnerable 

•indicated  by  experience.     Construct  mili- 

f/ads  and  canals,  particularly  from  the  Mi- 

Kibe  Ohio  to  the  Miami  of  Erie  ;  from  the 

.to  the  Ba.y  of  Sandusky;  from  the  Hud- 

lOiitario;  That  the  facilities  of  transporta- 

lay  exist  i,if  the   men  and    means  of  the 

y   to  poinb  where   they  may  be  wanted. 

|i  eraplo^^  on  this  object  a  part  ol  the  Army, 

^should   al«i0   be  employed   on  our  line  of 

r,  territonjil  and  maritime,  in  strengthen- 

'  works  of  ^lefence.    I  would  provide  steam- 

'?s  for  the  Mississippi,  for  Borgne  and  Pont- 

ui.  and  Un  the  Chesapeake,  and   for  any 

the  Nortel  or  East  where  they  might  be 


beneficially  employed.  In  short,  said  Mr.  C,  I 
would  act  seriously,  effectively  act,  on  the  princi- 
ple, that  in  peace  we  ought  to  prepare  for  war — 
for  I  repeat,  again  and  again,  that  in  spite  of  all 
the  prudence  exerted  by  the  Government,  and  the 
forbearance  of  others,  the  hour  of  trial  will  come. 
These  halcyon  days  of  peace,  this  calm  will  yield 
to  the  storm  of  war ;  and  when  that  comes,  I  am 
for  being  prepared  to  breast  it.  Has  not  the  Gov- 
ernment been  reproached  for  the  want  of  prepar- 
ation at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war? 
And  yet  the  same  gentlemen  who  utter  these  re- 
proaches, instead  of  taking  counsel  from  expe- 
rience, would  leave  the  country  in  an  unprepared 
condition. 

He  would  as  earnestly   commence  the  great 
work,  too  long  delayed,  of  internal  improvement. 
He  desired  to  see  a  chain  of  turnpike  roads  and 
canals  from  PassamaquoJdy  to  New  Orleans,  and 
other  similar  roads  intersecting   the  mountains, 
to  facilitate  intercourse  between  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and    to   bind   and   connect  us   together. 
He  would  also  effectually  protect  our  manufac- 
tories.    We  had  given  at  least  an  implied  pledge 
to  do    so   by  the   course  of  administration.     He 
would  afford  them  protection,  not  so  much  for  the 
sake  of  the  manufacturers  themselves  as  for  the 
general  interest.    We  should  thus  have  our  wants 
supplied  when  foreign  resources  are  cut  off,  and 
we  should  also  lay  the  basis  of  a  system  of  taxa- 
tion, to  be  resorted  to  when  the  revenue  from  im- 
ports is  stopped  by  war.     Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is 
a  rapid  sketch  of  the  policy  which  it  seems  to  me 
it   becomes  us  to  pursue.     It  is  for  you  now  to 
decide  whether  we  shall  draw  wisdom  from  the 
past,  or,   neglecting  the  lessons  of  recent  experi- 
ence, we  shall  go  on  headlong  without  foresight, 
meriting  and   receiving   the  reproaches   of   the 
community.     I    trust,   sir,    notwithstanding    the 
unpromising  appearances  sometimes  presenting 
themselves,  during  the  present  session,  we  shall 
yet  do  our  duty.     I  appeal  to  the  friends  around 
me — with  whom  I  have  been  associated  for  years 
in   public  life,  who   nobly,  manfully  vindicated 
the  national   character   by  a  war,   waged    by  a 
young  people,  unskilled  in  arms,  single-handed, 
against  a  veteran  Power ;  a  war  which  the  natioa 
has  emerged  from  covered  with  laurels.     Let  us 
now  do  something  to  ameliorate  the  internal  con- 
dition of  the  country  ;  let  us  show  that  objects  of 
domestic  no  less  than  those  of  foreign  policy  re- 
ceive our  attention  ;  let  us  fulfil  the  just  expecta- 
tions of  the    public,   whose  eyes  are    anxiously 
directed  towards  this  session  oi"  Congress;  let  us, 
by  a  liberal  and  enlightened   policy,  entitle  our- 
selves, upon  our  return  home,  lo  that  best  of  all 
rewards,  the  grateful  exclamation — ''  Well  done 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant!" 
When  Mr.  Clay  had  taken  his  seat- 
Mr.  HoPKi.NSO.N  ro<e  and  said:  My  participa- 
tion in  the  counsels  of  the  country  is  of  such  re- 
cent date,  that  I  may  feel  astonishment  at  occur- 
rences which  excited  no  surprise  in  more  experi- 
enced politicians.     The  course  which  the  busi- 
ness now  under  discussion  has  taken  appears  to 
me  to  be  a  pheuomenoD  in  legislation.    This  Coo- 
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gress,  sir,  assembled  after  the  conclusion  of  a  war 

which   had  called  for  vast  efforts  and    expendi- 
tures, and  accumulated  a  very  heavy  debt.     At 
the  commencement  of  the  session  the  usual  com- 
mittees for  the  arrangement  of  the  public  busi- 
ness were  appointed,  and  among  the  rest,  most 
prominent  and  most  important,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.     It  was  the  duty  of  this  com- 
mittee to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  nation,  lo  make  accurate  estimates  of  its 
wants,  a  judicious  examination  of  iis  means,  and 
fairly  and   impartially  to   apply  the  one   to  the 
necessities  of  the  other.     The  committee    then 
appointed,  in  due  lime,  and  it  is  presumed  on  due 
consideration,  made  their  report  upon  these  high 
matters  to  the  House,  and  the  debate  we  are  now 
engaged  in  arises  out  of  that  report.     In  the  usual 
course  of  Parliamentary  affairs,  it  was  doubtless 
to  have  been  expected,  that  the  opposition,  if  any, 
to  the  estimates  and  means  thus  furnished  by  the 
avowed    friends    of   the    Administration,    would 
have  come  from  what  I  find  is  called   •  the  Opposi- 
tion."  But  no  such  thing.    We,  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  sat   patient  and   silent,   prepared    to  lake 
our  share  of  the  burden,  and  endure  cur  portion 
of  the  suffering.     As  far  as  we  can  judge  from 
the  indications  in  our  knowledge,  the  system  then 
matured  and  delivered,  would  have,  generally  at 
least,  been  adopted  and  carried  into  operation — 
when,  behold,  the  storm  of  opposition  rises,  not 
with  the  Opposition,  but  the  declared  friends  and 
supporters  of  the  Administration,  and  of  ihose 
measures  which    have   called  for   these  extraor- 
dinary burdens  and  supplies  !    I  should  have  sup- 
posed that  these  gentlemen  would  have  been  will- 
ing to  forget  local  interests,  to  surrender  subordi- 
nate opinions,  and  to  unite  heartily  in  the  great 
work  of  paying  the  national  debt,  and  providing 
for  future  expenditures.     But,   I    beg  it  may   be 
distinctly  remembered  that  ttie  first  assault  upon 
the  reported  system  of  finance,  that  assault  which 
goes  to  its  vitality,  and  opened  a  breach  which 
others — still  declared  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion—have  widened,  was  made  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from    Kentucky,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House.     A  motion  was  made  by  that  gentleman 
lo  reduce  the  land  tax  from  three  to  two  millions. 
This    motion  failed.      Not  disheartened    by  the 
defeat,  he  followed  up  the  attempt  by  a  blow  in- 
finitely  more  deadly  to  the   whole    scheme,    by 
moving  that  the  land  tax  should  be  an  annual  tax  ; 
while  every  other  tax  reported  is  perpetual,  and 
the  whole   together  declared    to  be  a   permanent 
system  of  taxation.     In  this  the  gentleman  was 
successful,  and  so  great  a  part  as  three  millions 
of  a  permanent  system,  has  assurance  of  exist- 
ence but  for  a  single  year.     If  this  unfortunate, 
and  I  may  say  ill-judged  movement,  shall  throw 
the  whole  into  confusion,  and  the  Government  is 
thereby  embarrassed,  the  public  faith  impeached, 
and  the  public  establishments  pinched,  let  it  be 
remembered  whence  these  evils  have  flowed  ;  lei 
Ihem  be  traced  to  their  true  source,  the  friends  of 
the  Administration,  and    not  to  the  Opposition 


gentleman,  of  the  same  side,  should  be  ambitious 
to  step  before  him,  and  accordingly  we  find  that 
his  colleague  proposes  to  abolish  altogether  this 
odious  land  tax,  and  strike  it  out  of  the  system- 
and.  of  course,  to  throw  these  three  millions  upon 
the  shoulders  of  those  who  have  been,  or  may  be 
kind  enough  to  lake  the  rest  of  the  burden.     Is 
this  dealing  fairly  and   equitably    by  all?     But 
sir,  the  cause  of  wonder  does  not  slop  here;  the 
greater  wonder  is   yet  untold.     No  sooner  does 
the  honorable  Speaker  suggest  his  essential,  his 
vital  change  in  this  system  of  finance,  than  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  by  whom 
it  was  reported,  surrenders  it  at  discretion,  with- 
out an  effort  to  defend  or  a  struggle  to  preserve  it. 
Can  it  be  expected  that  we,  in  opposition,  how- 
ever well  disposed,  can  retain  our  confidence  in 
a  system   thus  solemnly  reported,  as  the  mature 
work   of  knowledge   and   deliberation,  and  thus 
ab;\ndoned  as  if  the  plaything  of  a  child?     I  know 
not  the  reasons  whicti  have  determined  the  honor- 
able chairman  to  thiscourse.   His  intelligence  and 
candor  oblige  me  lo  believe  that  he  can  give  a 
sali>faclory  explanation  of  it,  but  until  it  is  wiven 
I  must  pause  in  my  confidence.     For  myseff.  sir, 
I  assure  you  most  seriously,  that  I  took  my  seat 
here  with  a  fixed  intent  to  give  all  ihe  aid  in  my 
power  lo  extricate  the  country  from  her  difficul- 
ties, and   to   provide  fur   her  future  support;  to 
place  the  resources  of  the  nation  fairly  and  liber- 
ally at   the  disposal  of  ihose  whom  the  people 
have  chosen  lo  govern  them,  and  to  suffer  no  feel- 
ings of  my  own  in  relation  to  the  Administra- 
tion to  interfere  with  the  conscientious  discharge 
of  my  duly  as  an  American  legislator.     Bui  how 
must  I  hesitate  in  ttie  course  which  would  bring 
me  to  these  results,  when    I  find   those  who  are 
appointed  to  lead  the  way,  and  are  presumed  to 
have  all  the  iiilormaiion  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose, hailing  and  receding  in  their  steps,  and  un- 
cerlain  whether   the  path  lies  in  this  or  in  that 
direction;  in  fact  differing  among  themselves  as 
to  the  measures  to  be  pursued  !     While  I  would 
watch,  with   double  scruple   and   care,  the   uses 
made  of  the  public  resources  by  an  Administra- 
tion not  possessing  my  confidence,  I  could  by  no 
means    feel   justified    in    withholding    those   re- 
sources, and  suffering  the  Government  itself  to 
fall  into  dissolution.     I  will  not  let  my  bouse  go 
to  decay,  because  I  do  not  like  the  tenant. 

On  the  subject  of  the  motives,  the  policy,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  war  ;  the  advantages  and  the 
glory  of  the  peace  ;  I  had  hoped  to  hear  not  a 
syllable  within  these  walls,  and  certainly  never 
intended  lo  make  them  topics  of  discussion.  1 
was  willing  to  consider  the  war  as  an  evil  gone 
by,  to  be  remembered  no  more  as  a  source  of  irri- 
tation and  reproach,  and  recurred  to  only  for  its 
lessons  of  wisdom  and  experience.  I  desired  to 
look  to  the  country  in  the  actual  situation  in 
which  we  find  her;  to  heal  the  deep  wounds  in- 
flicted upon  her;  re-auirnate  her  powers,  and  re- 
store her  strength.  My  attention  has  not,  there- 
fore, been  for  a  moment  turned  to  the  numerous 


When  the  honorable  Speaker  had  made  this  first    considerations  that  belong  to  the  questions  of  the 
step,  It  was  natural   to  expect  that  some  other  I  war  and  the  peace.    But,  sir,  how  has  this  mod- 
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for  suc^  I  moxt  call  It,  be«a  reedred  by 

;>Dorable  SEpeaker.  wliu  has  this  momeac  sat 
He  has- gone   into  an  elaborate  and  ani- 
justidca  ton — nay,  eulogium  of  the   war, 
magnifici^nt  display  of  the  glory  and  ad- 
jes  of  ihj>   peace.     And,   sir,    not  satiNfied 
this,  he  h^ts  »ai<i  the  Opposition,  as  he  calls 
IS  not  yet ;cballenged  either;  and  he  chal- 
U3  to  do  iO.     Sir,  I  feel  mobt  fully  the  rash- 
^>f  taking  ap  this  challenge  on    the  instant, 
"^led,   uoprcjiared.  and    without  a  moment's 
LpaiioD  that  I  should  be  drawn  into  the  con- 
I  will,  however,   venture   upon   it.   taking 
%»ic  r-VnilemanS    own   positions  for   ray   guide  ; 
andw'oping  to  refute  him  on  the  very  points  and 
kds  he  has  chosen   to  place  himself  in  rela- 
the  gsin«  of  the  peace  particularly.     Let 
lowerer,  premise  that  this  peace  bad,  and 
ly  hearty  approbation  ;  and  most  grateful  1 
those   w|o  made   it.     God   forbid,   that  I 
sho^d  reproacl^  a  measure  which  I  solemnly  and 
COD  r;ieDliously|believe  snatched  my  country  from 
the  ijiokof  ihdgalfof  rum.     The  Federal  Gov- 
erOi  ^Dt  was  au  the  last  gasp  of  existence.     But 
SIX   ifonths  lont^r,  and  it  was  no  more.     Yes,  sir ; 
tru    ,;me  that  biji  for  this  providential  peace,  you 
9D(i  '\  would  nOii  be  here  listening  to  proud  decla- 
ma  ^'ins  on  the  (jlory  of  the  war ;  we  should  have 
l^ea  *t  nothing  qf  a  Congress  at  this  time  but  as  a 
tbn  -i  that  was  ^  we  should  have  had  no  profound 
|>loi  «(igs  about  i  next  President ;  no  anxious  long- 
ing   '.for   federa'   office?.     The  General  Govern- 
inei  i],  would  have  dissolved  into  its  original  ele- 
its  powKrs   would    have  returned   to  the 
from    w-^ich    it    was    derived,    and    they, 
uoijjleas,  wou^  have  been   fully  competent  to 
^herf»own  defet|ce  against  any  enemy.     Does  not 
«vei|body    ren:^mber  that   all   the  great  States, 
«n<n  believe,  i^e  small  ones  too,  were  preparing 
forMtis  state  ol»  things,  and  organizing  their  own 
meSs  for  their  own   defence  ?     When,   there- 
for"! speak  of  our  desperate  condition,  I  speak 
ODl^of  iheGeperal  Government,  and  not  of  the 
«o»^,:rv,  of  wli^ch  I  never  did  despair,  and  never 
catfc    but,  sir,  lis  I  believe  that  the  strength,  pros- 
,  and  happiness  of  this  country  essentially 
d    upon    Che    maintenance  of  the   Federal 
rnmeni.  c>n  I  but   be  grateful  for  an  event 
h   has  preierved  it?     This  source  of  appro- 
n,  howev**".  is  obviously  independent  of  the 
of  ibis  btjasted  treaty,  in  which  I  see  none 
e  advani^es  so  boasted  of;  and.  indeed,  no 
lence  but  ihe  redemption  from  evil, 
e  honorable   Speaker   has   boldly   and   dis- 
tinJHy  put  the  Ijuestion.  "  What  have  we  gained 
by  ije  war?''  ;*ud  imposed  upon  himself  the  ta>.k 
bf  JJfhibmng  Ind    proving  those   mighty  gams. 
%u».  to  my  asjonishment.  the  whole  of  his  ar- 
rnt  wa>  e»er[ed   to  prove  not  what  we  have 
I'd,  for  not>an  item  of  gain  was  produced,  but 
we  have  iol  lost.    In  what  manner  any  gain 
ibe  madeo'vit  of  this  1  cannot  conjecture.    To 
Willi  the  tisberies.     The  gentleman  has  told 
|at  our  righl  in  them  was  held  under  the  treaty 
p3;  that  fo  the  late  negotiation  the  Brilisli 
'.missioaer^  contended   that,  by  our  war.  we 
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had  forfeited  alt  the  rights  held  under  former 
treaties,  and,  among  the  rest,  the  use  of  these 
fisheries.  I  do  not  understand  from  the  gentle- 
man that  our  Commis.sioners  assented  to  this  doc- 
trine, but  rather  that  they  made  their  objections 
to  it.  But,  still.  I  cannot  see  how  all  this  proves 
we  have  not  "lost  the  fisheries;  and  whether  we 
lost  them  by  the  argument  or  the  war,  the  only 
important  fact  remains  unquestioned,  that  we  have 
lost  them.  As  our  present  inquiry,  to  which  we 
are  challenged,  is  into  the  gains  of  the  war,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  loss  of  the  fisheries,  how- 
ever lost,  cannot  add  much  to  the  account  of  oar 
gains.  Thus  a  physician  may  give  a  most  learned 
and  unanswerable  detail  of  the  rea.sons  why  and 
how  his  patient  died  ;  but  i  have  never  heard 
that  the  argument  restored  him  to  life,  or  sati.sfied 
anybody  that  he  was  not  dead.  The  honorable 
Speaker,  however,  has  endeavored  to  comfort  us 
for  this  ^ain,  by  reminding  us  that  the  same  ar- 
gument which  deprived  us  of  the  fisheries  took 
from  the  enemy  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, which  he  held  under  a  former  treaty.  If 
this  set-off  were  even  of  a  sufficient  value  to  com- 
pensate for  our  loss,  (and  one  gentleman  thinks 
It  essentially  more  valuable.)  I  still  cannot  see 
how  it  could  aid  the  mam  pomt  of  this  discus- 
sion, which  is,  to  display  our  gains  by  war.  and 
to  place  the  loss  of  the  fisheries  on  the  list.  But, 
unfortunately  for  his  comfort,  the  gentleman  has 
been  candid  enough  to  inform  us  that  our  Com- 
missioners actually  offered  to  renew  the  Missis- 
sippi right  to  the  British  if  they  would  renew 
our  right  to  the  fisheries.  The  offer  was  reject- 
ed, and  proves,  at  least,  that  our  Commissioners 
thought  the  fisheries  worth  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  and  that  the  British  Commissioners  did  not 
think  that  navigation  worth  the  fisheries. 

The  next  attempt  made  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, in  displaying  our  gains  by  the  war,  was 
on  the  subject  of  the  impressment  of  seamen — 
this  great  bione  of  contention.  What  is  the  argu- 
ment to  show  that  we  have  gained  anything 
here?  The  gentleman  sets  out  with  alluding  to 
a  letter,  which  has  appeared  in  the  papers,  and 
excited  much  clamor  with  some  people,  written 
by  a  distinguished  gentleman  in  the  Opposition, 
as  the  honorable  Speaker  describes  him.  Now, 
says  the  Speaker,  the  writer  of  this  letter  fully 
adopts  and  justifies  the  British  doctrine  on  the 
subject  of  impressment :  and  if  the  gentlemen  in 
the  Opposition  hold  the  same  opinions,  surely  it 
is  not  for  them  to  complain  that  the  treaty  has 
done  nothing  in  relation  to  it.  This  is  the  great 
argument.  Now,  in  the  first  place.  I  deny  that  it 
IS  fair  to  urge  upon  us.  on  this  floor,  the  senti- 
ments or  opinions  of  a  letter,  by  whomsoever  it 
may  have  been  written.  I  am  not  now  called 
upon  to  express  any  opinion  upon  the  principles 
held  by  the  respectable  writer  of  that  letter;  at 
present  I  protest  against  members  on  this  floor 
being  called  upon  to  be  judged  by  a  document  of 
that  description.  But  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man may  have  the  full  benefit  of  this  circum- 
stance, I  will  agree  that  the  Opposition  maintain 
the  doctrines  of  that  letter.     What  inference  can 
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be  drawn  frona  it,  to  prove  that  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion has  gained  anything  on  that  subject?     We 
have  no  right  to  complain — be  it  so — but  is  any- 
thing gained  by  this?     Is  the  American  seamen 
more  secure  than  he  was  before,  or  the  American 
doctrine  better  established  ?     If,  indeed,  the  gen- 
tlemen who  went  to  war  for  this  principle  have 
changed   their  opinion  of  it ;  if  they  also  agree 
with  the  writer  of  this   letter  on   the  subject.  I 
admit  their  justification  of  a  treaty,  which  it  does 
not  surrender,  at  least  haves  it  as  a  was.  is  full 
and  complete;  for,  why  should  they  ask  a  princi- 
ple to  be  recognised  in  a  treaty,  which  they  are 
convinced  is  erroneous,  and  ought   to  be  aban- 
doned ?     But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  those  gentle- 
men  adhere  to   their  old  opinions ;  if  they  still 
deny  the  right   to  search  our   vessels  for  British 
sailors,  and  to  take  such  as  they  find  there;  if  io 
short,  they  still    hold   the  principles,  the  recotr'ni- 
tioB  of  which  was  the  declared  cause  and  object 
of  the  war,  then,  indeed.  I  cannot  see  bow  a  war 
ora  treaty  which  has  gained  nothing  on  this  point, 
can  be  considered   either  .successful  or  glorious. 
Certainly  ue  can  reckon  nothing  here  in  our  ac- 
count of  gains.     But,  we  are  told  such  a  change 
look  place  la  the  affairs  of  Europe,  as  to  stop  the 
practice  of  impressment  ;  and  this  is  all  we  need 
be  concerned  about.     If  it  be  so.  we  owe  it  con- 
fessedly, not   to  the  success  of  our  war.  or  the 
skill  of  our  treaty,  but  to  a  change  in  the  affairs 
of  Europe,  over  which   we  had  no  control,  and 
lor  which  we  can  honestly  claim  no  credit.    How, 
then,  is  It  an  item  in  the  account  of  our  gain  by 
the   war  and  the  treaty  ?     We  should  have  had 
the  same  gam  in  the  .same  way.  and  at  the  same 
lime,   if  we   had   had    neither   the  war   nor  the 
treaty. 

But  I   must  beg  leave  to  correct  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  part  of  his  argument.    A  mere 
abstinence  from  the  practice  of  impressment  was 
not  all  the  American  Government  asked  and  con- 
tended for;  but  an  explicit  relmquisnment  of  the 
principle  under  which  it  was  defended.     Let  me 
refer   to  the  official  declarations  of  the  Cabinet 
that  the  war  would   be   in   vain,  without   an  ex- 
press  recognition   of  our   principle;  let  me  also 
refer  to  the  speeches  on  the  Hoor  of  Congress,  of 
the  honorable  Speaker  himself,  in  which,  in  the 
.strongest  language.he  maintains  the  same  ground. 
Bcbides.  if  a  ces^atlon  of  the  practice  was  all  that 
was  required,  why  did  an  arrangement  fail  ?  Why 
was  a   treaty  rejected,  which   would    have   pre- 
vented the  abuse  of  the  principle,  and  secured  us 
from  the  dangers  of  the  practice.    At  least,  how- 
ever, says  the  honorable  Speaker,  we  are  in  gtatu 
quo,  we  stand  as  well  on  this  subject,  as  we  did 
before  the  war ;  we  have  given  up  nothing.     To 
this,  however.  I  cannot  assent;  and.  if  I  did.  I  do 
not  see   bow  it  would  prove  a   gain    by  the  war. 
How  is  the  lact  ?     Do  we  stand  as  strong  on  this 
point  as  we  did  before  wc  took  up  arms  for  it  ?    I 
think  not ;  whatever  may  have  been  the  strength 
ol   our  claim    before  the  war,  it  is  weaker  now. 
When  a  nation  makes  this  last,  this  dread  appeal! 
in  support  of  au  asserted  right,  and  then  concludes 
the  war  by  a  voluntary  treaty  without  obtaining 


the  right  or  any  recognition  of  it.  the  right  it 
weakened  by  the  unsuccessful  attempt,  followed 
by  a  voluiary  abandonment,  if  not  of  the  right  at 
least,  of  any  acknowledgment  of  it.  I  may  likea 
It  to  the  case  of  an  individual,  who  brings  suit 
ior  a  debt  he  alleges  to  be  due  to  him.  or  a  piece 
of  land  he  claims  as  his  own.  If.  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  trial,  he  prosecutes  it  not  to 
the  issue,  bat  suffers  a  nonsuit,  and  gives  ap  his 
suit,  if  not  his  cause,  nobody  will  think  as  well  of 
his  right  as  before.  The  man  who  abandons  the 
prosecution  of  an  asserted  right  will  excite  much 
distrust  of  the  right  itself,  and  even  of  his  own 
confidence  in  it.  We  do  not,  therefore,  stand  ia 
statu  quo,  on  the  question  of  impressment. 

The  next  subject  of  gain,  introduced  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  as  resulting  from  the  joint 
operations  of  the  war  and  the  peace,  is  in  relation 
to  the  islands  m  Passaraaquoddy  bay.     We  bare 
lost  nothing  here,  says  he  ;  we  have  merely  agreed 
that  each   party  shall   hold   in  that  bay  what  he 
might  be  possessed  of  at  the  date  of  the  treatr- 
and  the  ri^ht  be  afterwards  settled  by  Commis- 
sioners.     Besides,  says  the    honorable    Speaker 
we,  the  American  negotiators,  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  valor  and  patriotism  of  Mas- 
sachusetts would  not  only  have  rescued  her  owa 
soil  from  the  po.ssession  of  the  enemy,  but  hare 
taken  possession  of  the  island  of  Grand  Menan; 
and.    in    this    case,    we    should   have    been    the 
gainers  by  this  arrangement;  that,  as  to  the  first 
branch  of  this  argument,  we  have  lost  nothing 
because  the  right   is  not  surrendered,  bat  to  be 
hereafter  ascertained.     Is  it  not  undeniable,  that 
we  have,  at  least,  lost  the   possession,  which  is 
transferred  to  the  enemy  until  the  right  shall  be 
determined  ;  and  all  theadvanuges  to  be  derived, 
even  in  the  arbitration,  by  this  po*ses«ion?     Has 
not  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  meantime,  been  handed  over  to  a 
new  master  and  a  new  Government  ?  and,  more 
than  all  this,  does  anybody  believe,  but  for  this 
war.  Great    Britain    would    ever    have  troubled 
herself  or  us  about  those  islands;  or  drawn  into 
question   the  boundaries,  as   they  have  been  re- 
ceived by  both  parlies  for  so  many  years?    In 
I  point  of  fact,  therefore,  in  sober  truth,  we  have 
by  this  war  and  this  treaty,  lost  the  right,  if  here- 
I  after  It  shall  be  decided  against  us;  because,  but 
I  for  the  war,  it  could  never  have  been  submitted 
,  to  any  question  or  decision.     As  to  the  expecta- 
tions that  were  entertained  by  our  Commission- 
ers, of  the  conquest  to  be  made  bv  Massachusetts, 
I  can  see  no  just  foundation  for  them.    The  arms 
and   resources  of  all    the    United    States   being 
placed  at   the  disposal  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, whose  duty  it  is  to  defend  every  State  from 
invasion   and   conquest,  the  expectation    would 
liave  been  far  more  reasonable  if  it  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  General  Government,  and  not  to  the 
government  of  a  State  whose  territory  was  oc- 
cupied   by  the  enemy.     The  expectation,  how- 
ever, apply  it  where  you  will,  was  disappointed; 
the  possession  of  that  portion  of  our  country  is 
lost ;  the  right,  at  least,  brought  into  unnecessary 
doubt  and  jeopardy ;   and,  under  these  circum- 
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•t^ces,  I  cannot  reckon  the  resalt 

g^-vfis  of  the  v?ar. 

;ijul,  leaviug  thes^  matter  of  fact  calculations, 
tliil  bonorabl''  gentleman  has  expatiated  upon  a 
M|er  field  of>gain  by  the  war,  the  glory  (bat  has 
^     "  acquirec^.     1  do  nut  exactly  understand  how 


affairs.    It  is  better  that  unfit  men  shoold  have 

the  means  necessary  to  govern,  than  that  the 
Qovernmenl  should  perish  for  want  of  means. 
1  repeal,  too,  that  if  the  Admini>lration  shall  be 
drawn  into  any  strait  or  difiiculty  for  these  sup- 
plies, it  must  not    be  charged  on  the  Opposition. 


tlBie  gentlen^n  who  declared  and  pruduced  the  The  first  incision  into  the  system  of  finance  was 
,  make  oui  their  claim  to  all  the  glory  that  made  by  the  honorable  Speaker  himself.  It  has 
acquirect  by  it.  The  war  was  made  by  the  j  been  followed  up,  and.  as  might  have  been  ex- 
in  powp^ — by  the  existing  Administration,  pected,  widened  and  deepened  by  other  gentle- 
I  can  trjwe  none  of  the  glory  to  their  fore-  I  men.  on  the  same  side.  For  myself,  sir,  I  came 
t,  their  wisdom,  or  their  personal  agency.  ;  here  to  lay  taxes.  After  so  expensive  a  war. 
glory  IS  lue  to  the  valor,  the  patriotism,  the  \  which  destroyed  all  the  ordinary  sources  of  reve- 
^■denial  of  j)ur  citizens,  who  met  and  repelled  nue,  while  it  increased  most  enormously  all  the 
t^,' dangers  tflat  surrounded  them,  and  not  to  the  demands  for  money,  it  was  to  be  expected  that 
ilAjfliinisiratK^Q  that  brought  them  upon  us;  and.  ;  a  system  of  taxation  and  revenue,  and  a  pretty 
liRnany  instances,  perhaps  a  majority,  the  men  i  eflScient  one  too,  would  be  required.  For  my 
acquired  this  glory  for  itieir  country  were  constituents,  I  am  ready  to  gra"ht  it ;  and  I  doubt 
utterly  oppo.sed  to  the  war,  to  those  who  •  not  of  their  approbation,  provided  it  be  formed 
e  It,  and  co  the  policy  that  produced  it.  Sir.  with  moderation,  justice,  and  equality.  Equality 
not  insensible  of  national  glory  ;  I  hope  I    is  the  great  essential  principle  of  taxation.     Men 


,er  shall  bt».     It  is  the  spring  of  national  vir- 

the  5ourc#  of  high  achievements;  the  people 

disregari.*    it   are  incapable  of  great  actions, 

unworthy  of  honor.     But  still  1  have  never 

■erstood  tl|at  (he  acquisition  of  glory  is  a  le- 

•mate  caus^'  of  war,  or  an  admitted  justification 

[Jt,  and  therefore  our  glory  cannot  be  taken  as 

'  >ain  of  ODH  ol  the  objects  of  the  war,  which  is 

true    poi^t  uf  inquiry  now.     In   order    that 


are  not  so  api  to  complain  of  quantum  as  of  ine- 
quality. Now,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  is  im- 
possible that  this  equality  can  be  obtained  in  any 
one  tax,  which  necessarily  must  affect  some  of 
our  citizens  greatly,  while  it  scarcely  touches 
others.  Equality  can  be  produced  only  by  a 
variety  of  taxes,  judiciously  applied  and  distrib- 
uted, some  of  which  draw  upon  one  party  of  the 
community   and  some  on   another.     Proceeding 


{ 


blaze  of  jglory    may  show    the   brighter   by  i  upon  this  principle,  the   Committee  of  Finance 
c^irast,  the  {(onorable  Speaker  has   painted  in  j  has  reported   a  system  comprehending  a    great 


s^^ng  colors  ,'he  degraded  situation  of  our  coun 
ti^  at  the  peiS^d  ol  declaring  war.  Our  charac- 
ti^.was  sunk  almost  to  infamy  ;  we  had  become 
H^scorn  and  tuntempt  of  all  Europe,  and  there 
^A  no  natiortjso  pitilul  and  weak  that  it  did  not 
itf^ilt  and  tre<^  upon  us.  If  this  be  true,  and  i 
ail,  not  disposed    to   question   it,   let  me  ask  the 


variety  of  objects  of  revenue,  and  among  the  rest 
a  tax  upon  land,  amounting  to  three  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum.  This  tax  I  entirely  approve 
of,  because  it  is  fair  and  just,  inasmuch  as,  with- 
out it,  many  landholders  in  the  interior  will  con- 
tribute but  little,  if  anything,  to  the  general 
wants;  and  because    it   is    moderate,   being    not 


h,  ^iorable  gei».ilemaa  who   made  it  so?     Wash-  i  more  than  one  quarter  of  one   per  cenL  on  the 
if  *on  raised  ^e  reputation  of  the  United  States  |  whole  landed  capital  of  the  United  States.     But, 
t.  J  pitch  of  tj[e  most  envied  honor,  and  left  them  j  sir,  I  object,  most  decidedly,  to  the  modification 
ered  with  true  glory.     He  is  guiltless.     Jn  the  |  in  relation  to  (he  law   introduced  by  the  honora- 
ble Speaker,  because  it   is   unequal  and    unjust. 


jered  wita  u- 

jdsofMr.  i^dams  it  faded  a  little,  but  was  not 
Dguished.  •  Then  followed  Mr.  Jefferson,  with 

-,im  the  huQorable  Speaker  has  informed  us 
hi  ^friends  car<ie  into  power,  and  they  have  held 
it  |(rer  since,  no   what   purpose,   he   has  told  us 


»? 


If  all  the  people  of  these  Slates  are  equally 
bound  for  the  payment  of  these  debt.<!,  are  equally 
bound  to  furnish  the  future  supplies,  why  should 
any  difference  be  made  in  the  duration  any  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  requisite  supplies  ?    Why 


bus,  sir,  Ifclose  the  examination  of  the  hon-    should  my  constituents — I   may  say  the  citizens 


self. 


pie  gentletnao's  account  of  the  gains  of  the 
2f  ;  and,  be  U  as  it  is,  1  repeat  that  i  heartily 
ice  at  the  treaty  he  made  for  us  ;  not  because 
>  good  lu'itself,  but  because  it  snatched  us 
ft^tf)  in&nitel*  greater  evils.  I  have  rashly  ven- 
t^^d.  on  the  instant,  upon  a  reply  to  the  argu- 
IK%  ^t  of  the  gentleman,  which  deserved,  and  per- 
bMi>  requirej,  a  much  more  deliberate  and 
c&.ful  refutation, 
wermit  me  jiow  to  offer  a  few  observations  on 
ff^subject  oliihe  tax  immediately  under  consid- 
eMion.     1  re  )eal  my  entire  wiilingness  to  put 


1 4j  resources  .of  the  country  fairly  and  justly, 
tB  with  proper  caution  and  accountability,  at 
li  5  disposal  jf  those  whom  the  people  have 
c  Isen  to  iruri  with   the  administration  of  their 


of  Pennsylvania — be  bound  to  contribute  to  the 
end,  by  the  imposition  of  taxes,  made  perpetual, 
while  the  citizens  of  other  States  are  to  be  ex- 
empted at  the  end  of  a  year  ?  The  >ail  tax  or 
stamp  tax,  the  wliiskey  tax,  and  many  others, 
which  are  perpetual,  will  press  peculiarly  on 
Pennsylvania,  and  are  all  perpetual ;  but  the  land 
lax,  which  reacbes  some  ol  the  States  to  the 
South  and  West,  comparatively  but  little  affected 
by  the  other  taxes,  shall  be  but  lor  a  year. 

No,  sir,  let  us  embark  fairly,  and  equally,  and 
honestly  together,  in  the  same  bark,  and  hold  to- 
gether lor  the  whole  voyage — let  no  one  be  landed 
and  escape  further  duty  and  difficulty  at  the  end 
of  the  first  mile.  If  tour  men  were  united  in  a 
firm  bond  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  for  a  common 
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object,  and  to  furnish  supplies  for  common  future 
interest,  would  it  be  tolerated    that   one    should 
ask  his  companions  to  acquit  him  at  the  end  of  a 
year,  and  go  on   by  themselves  afterwards,  not 
only    to  coiitnbutf    their    proportion,   but    make 
good  his  deficiency?     And  yet  this  is  the  precise 
effect  of  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  Speaker 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  has  made 
the  land  tax  annual,  while  the  other  assessments 
are  perpetual.     Besides,  this  change   breaks  up 
the  whole  character  of  the   report,  which  avows 
itself  to  be  a  permanent  system.     When,  there- 
fore, H  most  essential  part  of  it.  both  as  to  prin- 
ciple and  amount,  is   thus  made  annual,   what 
becomes  of  the  permanency  of  the  system  ?     As 
a  ground  of  objection  to  this  branch  of  revenue 
we    hare    heard  a   most    violent  philippic    pro- 
nounced against  tax  gatherers— they  are  cater- 
pillars;   they  are  bloodsuckers;    nay,  one  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  said,  they  are  scoundrels. 
I  cannot  feel  either  the  justice  or  policy  of  these 
attacks.     In  justice  I  do  not  know  that  they  de- 
serve It— I  have  no  reason  to  believe  they  are  more 
dishonest  than  other  men  exposed  to  the  *arae 
temptations.      He,   through   whose   hands  large 
sums  of  money,  especiallv  if  it  be  public  money 
are  continually  fiowing,  and  whose  accountability 
IS   far    from    being    rigid    and    precise,   must  be 
strongly   armed  in    integrity  if  he   never    falls 
But  the  remark  applies  no  better  in  theory,  and 
not  here  so  often  in  practice,  to  tax  gatherers 
than    other    officers  of   the   Government   whose 
temptations  are  greater  and  whose  accountability 
is  less.     As  to  the  policy  of  this  sort  of  abuse   I 
would  submit  it  to  honorable  gentlemen  to  say 
whether  it  is  wise  or  politic,  to  endeavor  to  bring 
the  odium,  and  suspicion,  and  contempt  of  the 
people,  upon  a  class  of  public  officers,  so   useful 
and  necessary  to  the  very  existence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  that  class  of  officers,  too,  which  comes 
directly  in  contact  with  the  people,  and  brings 
the   Government  into  every   man's  house?     In 
truth,  this   hostility  to  tax  gatherers   has  neither 
justice  nor  policy  to  rest  upon,  but  is  founded  on 
a  natural  aversion  we  all  have  to  pay  money  on 
compulsion,  and  for   benefits   too    remote  to    be 
immediately  seen  or  felt.    But,  sir.  I  hope  my  po- 
litical friends  will  pursue  a  more  liberal  course— 
1  hope  1  shall  never  find  any  of  them   teaching 
the  doctrine,  that  tax  gatherers  and   libellers  ar? 
the  best  reformers  of  a  State. 

Those  gentlemen  who  oppose  every  internal 
tax,  raise  this  clamor  against  tax  gatherers;  and 
of  course  would  throw  us  altogether  upon  the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  country  for  our  re  ve- 
nue—but  is  this  any  more  satisfactory,  even  in 
this  respect  ?  Far  l^rom  it— we  must  then  listen 
to  the  assailants  upon  custom-house  officers — we 
inust  hear  of  their  insolence,  their  extortions. 
their  frauds— the  tax  gatherer  thrusts  his  hand 
into  your  pocket;  and  the  custom-house  officer 
ransacks  your  trunks  and  baggage — so  that  if 
charges  of  this  sort,  against  the  officers  who  must 
collect  the  revenue,  are  to  be  received  in  forming 
your  system  of  taxation,  the  consequence  is.  thai 
you  will  have  no  revenue  at  all.  But,  sir,  armies 
UUi  Con.  1st  Sess. — 26 
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navies,  and  taxes,  have  been   placed,  again   and 
again,  in  dread  array  before  us  ;    Are  you  for  ar- 
mies, navies,   and    taxes,   those   instruments  of 
despotic  power— the  destroyers  of  the  liberties  of 
the  people  ;  the  greedy  consumers  of  their  earn- 
ings ?  Yes,  sir,  lam  for  armies,  navies,  and  taxes  • 
and  I  have  no  more  idea  of  a  Government  with- 
out itiem,  then  I  have  of  a  living  and  movinjj 
body  without  flesh,  or  bones,  or  bJood.     But  how 
am  I  for  them  ?  how  regulated  ?  to  what  extent  ? 
I  am  for  an  army  which  shall  have  in  truth  all 
the  physical  force  it  professes  to  have  ;  and  not 
for  a  lifeless,  useless  skeleton,  covered  with  epau- 
I  lets,  and  sashes,  and   sword  knots:  or,   in  other 
words,  for  an  array  of  officers  without  soldiers; 
affording  a   wide  field  for  Executive  patronage' 
and  lavor,  but  providing  no  substantial  means  of 
strength  or  defence  for  the  country.    If  this  abuse 
exists,  as  has  been  asserted,  it  is  our  duty  to  cor- 
rect It.     As  to  number,  I  would   have  it  not  so 
large  as  to  be  either  dangerous  to  the  liberty   or 
oppressive  to  the  pockets  of  the  people.     It  is  our 
duly   to  take  care  of  both  these  points,  and  we 
have  It  fully  in  our  power  to  do  so.    The  present 
establishment  appears  to  me  to  offend  in  neither 
of  these  particulars;  and  not  to  be  larger  than  is 
really  required.     As  to  the  Navy— I  would  not 
have  it  disproportioned  to  our  wants  or  strength  • 
but  sufficient  for  the  defence  of  our  coast  at  the 
commencement  of  a   war,   with  a  provision   of 
means  for  an  immediate  enlargement  when  re- 
quired.    It  should   not   be  a  monster,  living  on 
the  bosom  of  ihe  waters  and  devourin»  all  the 
productions  of  the  land  ;    but  large  enough    to 
maintain  its  high  character  on  the  most  sudden 
emergency.     As    to    taxes,   they   should    neither 
grind    the  poor,  nor  be  unjust  to  the  rich  ;  they 
should  be  fair  and  necessary  ;   and.  above  all.  be 
equally  assessed  upon  those  bound  to  contribute 
to  the  wants  of  the  State.     So  much  every  Qov- 
ernmenl has  a  right  to  exact   from   its  citizensj 
and    so    much    every   good    citizen    will    cheer- 
fully  afford    to  his  Government.     But  the  first 
principle  in  relation  to  the  money  concerns  of  a 
people,  IS  a  regular  and  inexorable  accountability 
for  lis  expenditure.     Without  ihi.s,  no  taxes  wiJl 
be  sufficient  to  supply  the  demands  of  any  Ad- 
ministration.     I  will  conclude  by  explaining  the 
course  I  shall  take  on  the  subject  directly  before 
the  Committee.    I   will  vote  against  the  motion 
of  the  honorable   member  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Hardin)  because  it  expunges  a  land  tax  alto- 
gether from  the  system  of  revenue— I  shall  also 
vote  against  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  as  amended  on   the  motion  of  the  hon- 
orable Speaker,  because  it  introduces   inequality 
and  un-ertainty  in    the  ^ystera.   which   ought   to 
be  and  protes.ses   to   be  permanent ;  but  am  per- 
fectly willing   to   maintain  the  resolution  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee. 

When  Mr.  H.  concluded,  on  the  sugger.tion  of 
Mr.  Throop,  the  resolution  respecting  the  direct 
tax  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  following  reso- 
luiioo,  (the  8th,)  a*  being  more  pressing  in  its 
nature: 
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Ruolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal,  from  and 
ler  the  \dx\i  day  of  April  next,  the  act  entitled  "An 
'ct  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  theex- 
I'.^nses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public 
redit,  bj  lating  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
lerchandisev  manufactured  within  the  United  States," 
kwed  on  XUf  1 8th  of  January,  1815;  and  also  the  act. 
Entitled  **Ai^  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
mjing  the  Expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
tepablic  ci^fdit,  bj  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and 
ilated  ware^  and  jewelry,  and  paste  work,  manufac- 
'jred  withiurthe  United  Sutes,"  passed  on  the  27th  of 
[f'tbmary,  1815,  from  the  same  day. 

Mr.  Desoa  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
esoive  as  [jroposes  to  repeal  the  duties  on  manu- 
jictures  of  lewelry,  dec. ;  which  motion  was,  how- 
Jrer,  negatived,  being  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes. 
(  The  resolution  was  finally  agreed  to,  and  re- 
"rrred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
^ing  in  a  b(il  accordingly. 
Mr.  Randolph  (id  consequence  of  what  had 
illen   frorrg  Mr.  Clay  in  debate)  laid   upon  the 
ibie  the  fc^lowing  resolution: 
Reaoked,  ^That  it  is  expedient  to   reduce  the  Mili- 
EstabliKhment  of  the  United  States, 
'he  Hoijse  then  adjourned. 


i    Tuesday,  January  30. 
Mr.  McIjEAN.  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  memo- 
^'lal  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
graying  th^t  a  prompt  and  liberal  provision  may 
le  made  fcl^r  the  widows  and  orphani^  of  militia 
md  volunteers  who  have  been  killed  in  battle  or 
jied  ID  thesi-rvicoof  the  United  States. — Referred. 
Mr.  Nei^on,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
^n  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the 
udge  of  tl;e  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia to  prepare  a  code  of  jurisprudence  fur  the 
laid  District,  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
led  to  a  Ci|ramittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nei^on  also  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
imend  thejlaw  of  costs;  which  was  read  twice, 
»nd  ordereii  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
Mr.  Nei^jo-n  also  reported  a  bill  lo  amend  the 
ict  conferc^ng  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
[or  the  coijnty  of  Washington  in  the  District  of 
"olumbia, passed  the  first  day  of  July,  1812,  which 
ras  read  rwice,  and  committed  to  a  Commillee 
»f  the  w  ho^  House  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Ro^ERTso.N,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
iVublic  Lat;d.«,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 
^-  autlionzijis  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Slates  situated  in  the  town  of 
■.•Cnoxville  and  State  of  Tennessee,"  without 
»mendmea;,and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Cora- 
littee  of  tTie  Whole. 
Mr.  Ro,.BRT80N  also  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  th'  peiiiion  of  tne  Legislature  of  the  In- 
Jiaua  Tervitory.  respecting  a  salt  spring;  which 
/as  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
1/  Mr.  PuF^PA.NTd  reported  a  bill  concerning  Pha- 
ladh  FarrOw  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  cora- 
jitted  to  n,  Conimiuee  of  the  Whole. 

A  nifs^a-ie  from  ihe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Stnate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
Miles,  to  Milt:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Xareno 
* 


Naodi ;"  '  Ao  act  to  iocrea.se  the  pensions  of  Rob- 
ert White  and  Jacob  Wrighter;"  and  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodge;" 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  coocurrence  of  this 
House. 

CAPTAIN'  HENLEY. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  Captain 
John  D.  Henley  ;  which  was  read,  and  the  reso- 
lution therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

The momorialist  presents  that,  during  the  invasion  ^f 
Louinana  by  the  British  forcss  in  December,  1814,  iw 
commanded  the  schooner  Carohne,  belonging  to  the 
United  Sutes,  then  lying  aX  New  Orleans ;  that,  on  the 
landing  of  the  enemy  on  the  23d  of  December,  be  wa^ 
requested  by  the  American  General  to  fall  down  the  river, 
and  take  a  position  on  the  enemy's  flank  ;  that,  in 
compliance  with  said  request,  the  schooner  fell  down 
the  river  to  the  required  position,  where  they  opened 
a  destructive  fire  on  the  enemy,  which  was  continued 
until  the  Americans  were  so  closely  engaged  with  the 
British  that  a  continuance  of  it  would  have  been  de- 
structive to  them  as  well  as  the  enemy  ;  that  a  fire  of 
hot  shot  wa.s  at  length  opened  on  the  schooner,  by 
which  she  was  set  on  firs,  and  finally  blown  up  ;  that 
the  memorialist,  with  his  otficers  and  crew,  escaped 
with  difficulty  with  their  lives,  and  were  unable  lo 
save  their  property,  consisting  of  their  dothing,  and  the 
nautical  books  and  instruments  of  the  officers,  wbkch 
was  entirely  lost,  and  for  which  they  pray  a  remviO#- 
ration  from  Congress. 

The  committee  think  this  one  of  the  cases  of  loss  to 
which  military  men,  both  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice, are  frequently  exposed;  that  numerous  cases  of 
the  kind  occurred  during  the  late  war,  and  must  occur 
during  all  wars  ;  that  (hey  believe  there  is  no  prece- 
dent of  remuneration  by  Government  for  such  losses. 
They  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

THE  REVENUE. 

Tlie  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  the  revenue — 
the  question  being  on  the  proposition  to  repeal  the 
direct  tax. 

Mr.  Whioht  supported  the  abolition  of  the  di- 
rect tax.  and  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length, 
delivered  hi.s  opinions  on  public  affairs  generally. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Mas&achu>ett.s.  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  report  under  consideration 
contains  that  system  of  revenue,  for  the  present 
and  succeeding  years,  which  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  recommends  for  our  adoption. 
It  is  founded  substantially,  as  was  to  have  been 
expected,  upon  the  annual  report  of  llie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  House  at  an  early 
day  in  the  .ses.sion.  In  that  report  he  says,  if  the 
system  of  1S15  should  be  pre.^erved  entire,  there 
would  be  a  deficit,  for  1816.  of  S3,4S4.269,  but 
with  the  modifications  which  he  .•-ubraits  the  de- 
ficit will  be  $6484.269;  and  he  remarks,  that  "the 
'unexecuted  authority  to  borrow  money  and  issue 
'  Treasury  notes,  already  provided  by  the  acts  of 
'  Congress,  is  sufficient  to  enable  the  Treasury  to 
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meet  the  deficit  in  either  of  these   modes,  and 

consequenily  no   further  legislative  aid  appears 

at  this  time  to  be  required;"  observing  further, 

''that   the   uniform    experience   of  the    Treasury 

'  evinces  that  the  demands  for  a  considerable  por- 

*  tion   of  the    annual   appropriation    will   not  be 

*  made  during  the  year.*'     If,  then,  sir,  it  can  be 
shown  to  the  House  that  the  estimate  of  expenses 
for  1816  be  too  light,  or  that  of  the   revenue   too 
low,  a  proportionate  deduction  may  be  made  from 
Che  taxes  proposed  to  be  levied.      We  fortunately 
have  received  from  the  Secretary  a  report  supple- 
mentary to  his  annual  report,  whereby  it  appears 
he  had  estimated  the  revenue  for  1816,  receivable 
from  the  custom*,  too  low  by  $3  348,897.    If  from 
this  excess  you  deduct  the  net  amount  of  the  land 
tax  proposed  by  the   resolution    under  considera- 
tion to   be  laid,  to  wit,  $2,700,000.  and   also  the 
duly  from  postage,  which  it  is  intended  to  repeal, 
to  wit,  $400,000,  there  will  still  remain  $848,897 
to  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund.    From  this  view, 
then,  it  appears  that  the  land  tax  is  not  necessary, 
I  know  very  well  that   the  Secretary  informs  us. 
in  his  supplementary  report,  that  he  could  make 
a  very  good  use  of  this  excess;  but,  as  he  can   do 
without  It,  I  had  rather  oblige  the  people  of  this 
country,   by   lightening  their   burdens,    than   the 
Secretary. 

Let  us  next  take  a  view  of  the  estimates  of  ex- 
pense or  appropriations  for  1816.  I  mean,  sir,  of 
this  pamphlet  or  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  containing 
the  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1816;  and  I  sincerely  wish  that  I  could 
hold  it  up  to  the  view  of  the  whole  American 
people;  nay,  I  wish  that  each  householder  in  this 
nation  had  one;  that,  next  to  the  sacred  volume, 
he  would  peruse  it,  to  see  the  infinite  variety  of 
objects  and  persons  on  whom  their  money  is  lav- 
ished with  the  utmost  profusion.  I  believe  the 
States  would  ^ay  to  you,  unless  you  curtail  their 
enormous  expenditures,  unless  you  correct  their 
gross  abuses  in  your  financial  department,  we 
must  dissolve  this  copartnership;  we  cannot  bear 
the  load  of  this  establishment;  we  pay  too  dear 
for  nominal  protection  and  equivocal  benefits. 
Let  us  approach,  then,  this  many-headed  many- 
limbed  monster,  and  see  if  we  cannot  reduce  or 
lopoffsome  of  them.  First  under  the  annual, 
civil,  diplomatic,  aud  miscellaneous  head: 
Groe*   amount $1,800,000 


Estimated  amount   -         •         .         . 

Excess  in  favor  of  the  people  of 

which  ought  to  be  plucked  as  a    brand 
from  the  burning. 

Next  deduct,  from  what  is  called  the  con- 
tingent or  miscellaneous  items 

Still  leaving  $200,000  for  these  mysterious 
unaccounted  fur  items;  for.  sir,  you  will 
please  lo  remark,  that  the  Secretary  has, 
under  each  head,  named  each  object  and 
person  requiring  appropriation  ;  then  fol- 
lows a  contingent  item,  which  is  never 
accounted  for  and  carrying  under  the 
different  heads,  from  $200  to  $300,000. 

I  would  next  propose  to  aboluh  the  office 


1,735,683 
64,317 


253,000 


of  superintendent  general  of  military  sup- 
plies, saving  -         -         .        .         _ 
This  office  was  an  excrescence  of  the  war 
and  ought  to  have  fallen  with  it,  or  at 
least  in  one  year  thereafter.     It  cannot 
be   necessary  for  your  Peace  EstaMieh- 
ment;  and  even  in  war.  two  additional 
clerks  in  yoor  War  Department  woaid 
have  perfor/aed  all  the  dsty.     It  is  new 
a  mere  sinecure. 
1  next  propose  to  strike  off  all  sulnnisnms, 
as  they  are  called,  except  f  30,00d,  my  - 
These  submissions  are  humble  requests,  in 
behalf  of  the   various  persons  employed 
in  the  offices,  for  an  increase  ef  their  pay. 
The  first  which  I  see  in  this  court  cal- 
lendar,  is  under  the  Department  of  State, 
it  runs  thus  :  "  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased priee  of  all  the  articles  of  Hving, 
the  further  sum  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 
is    now   respectfully   submitted    for   the 
clerks  of  this  office  ;"  the  same  per  cent, 
for  the  messenger  of  the  Office  of  State ; 
the  same  for  the  messenger  of  the  Patent 
Office  ;  notwithstanding  the  sum  origin- 
ally appropriated  for  clerks  in  this  office 
18  $  11, 34t)— being,  the  report  aajs,  "  the 
amount  appropriated  for  that  object  in 
1815 — including    the    fifWen    per    cent 
annually  allowed  since  1800.     I  do  not 
wish  that  insufficient  salaries  should  be 
given  to  any  one  of  your  officers;   no, 
sir,  'tis  not  economy.     Give  such   com- 
pensation as  will  command  the  beet  tal- 
ents, and  tho.*e  that  are  suitable   to  the 
various  departments;  dismiss  from  your 
offices  all  supernumeraries  ;  retain  or  hire 
such  officers  as  are  able  and  willing   to 
do  their  duty. 
Next,  under  the  head  Medical  and  Hos- 
piul  department,  we  are  surprised  with 
an  Item  of    - 
For  what?    for  purchasing  horses  for  the 
artillery — Medical  and  Hospital  depart- 
ment, indeed  !    unless,  indeed,  they  are 
to  follow  the  fate  of  some  brave  horses  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  on  this 
floor,    and    for    which    compensation    is 
claimed,  who  died  of  wounds  received  in 
battle.     You   may  remember,  sir,  when 
the  subject  of  appropriation   for  the  last 
year   wa.s   before   the   House,   a  similar 
item  for  the  purchase  of  horses  was  con- 
tained therein,  and  was  objected  to;  and 
can  the  House  believe   that   an   annual 
appropriation  of  this  amount  can  be  ne- 
cessary  (oT  our   Peace    EsUblishment  ? 
Better  down  with  the  establishment  al- 
together   than    to    tolerate    the    various 
abuses  which  have  crept  therein.    Strike 
from  the  same  head  half  the   amount 
($600,000)  for  fortifications  - 

The  remaining  half  will  be  sufficient  to 
complete  and  keep  them  in  repair. 

From  the  enormous  amounc  ($1,065,224) 
for  ordnance,  and  ordnance  stores,  arse- 
nals, <fec.,  deduct  

The  remaining  $700,000  is  quite  sufficient, 
especially  if  a  proper  use  has  been  made 
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of  ihe  su:^a  before  tppropriated  to  Umm 
objecU  ;  LrileM,  indeed,  you  intend  im- 
mediately |to  involve  U8  in  the  horrors 
tand  expei_ge  of  another  war. 
he  next  pead,  "  Brevet  officers,  com- 
manding igre«ably  to  the  fourth  section 
-  of  an  act  ^f  July  6.  1812,"  strike  it  off  - 
.lieside^,  sir.^be  above  act  was  passed  aAer 
your  decltfTation  of  war.  and  peculiarly 
related  thereto  ;  but  two  of  your  officers, 
and  thesfs  major  generals,  commanding 
th«  westcn  and  southern  military  dis- 
tricts, can^be  considered  a<i  commanding. 
^  Do  the  pe{>pl«  of  this  country  know,  that 
V*  instead  of  J  two  major  generals  retained 
V  by  the  ac{  fixing  the  present  Military 
M  Peace  Establishment,  that  six  major  gen- 
^  erals  are  irjw  receiving  the  emoluments 
Al  of  that  oSffce  ;  and  that,  instead  of  four 
ff  brigadier  ^nerais,  nine  are  actually  re- 
ceiving p«iy  and  rations  as  such ;  and 
that  Ihere^are  receiving  pay,  by  brevet 
rank,  sevegi  colonels,  eleven  lieutenant 
colonels,  ti>rty-one  majors,  and  twenty 
captains  ?  Could  it  have  been  the  in- 
tention th^t  the  commanding  officer  of 
^?  a  company,  or  of  a  battalion,  should  re- 
1^  ceive  puy^by  brevet  rank?  There  can 
ihi  b«  but twctindependent commands  under 
^  the  law  referred  to.  Believe  me,  sir,  the 
M  establishmient  is  sufficiently  expensive, 
l{{  without  devising  new  ways  and  means 
V  to  render  (t  more  so.  I  intended,  too, 
^  sir,  to  hav,,  proposed  to  strike  from  the 
«  estimate,  '*  officers  provisionally  retained, 
under  the  j-egulalions  of  May  17,  1815," 
I  suppose,  Jl'or  disbanding  the  Army  ;  bat, 
not  being  iible  to  procure  correct  infor- 
mation respecting  these  provisional  offi- 
^  cers,  they  remain  for  the  present.  It  is, 
'  ♦  sir,  a  fact  which  ought  to  strike  with 
^  ,Mtonishm<-nt,  that,  under  the  law  fixing 
your  Milivary  Peace  Establishment,  ten 
thousand  men  are  actually  attached  to 
this  estab^shraent — twelve  thousand  nine 
hundred  %nd  eighty-two  officers  of  va- 
rious kind^,  and  privates,  including  the 
corps  of  eiigincers — a  very  decent  stand- 
ing army.ui  tune  of  peace,  and  at  an 
annual  eypense  of  $5,112,159.  Who 
are  to  pay  this  and  other  annual  burdens, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  $15,778,669, 
without  iiiduding  anything  for  payment 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  of  at 
ji  least  $HP,0OO,0OO'  The  people  will 
^  know  wh^n  tbey  shall  have  paid  all  the 
2  taxes,  dirict  and  indirect,  to  which  they 
V*   are  and  vXll  continue  to  be  subjected  bv 


by 


f^  these  eno^ouB  expenditures, 
ii'he  last  hei|d  I  shall  propose  to  strike  off, 
^  at  preseni  is  that  of  '*  Bounties  and  Pre- 
fl^   Biioffls"         ...... 

^'IJounties  an^J  premiums  in  time  of  peace, 
when  mofc  officers  and  men  are  pressing 
into  youi;service  than  you  know  what  to 
do  with!}  Many,  very  many,  other  re- 
Irenchme.^tfi  might  be  namct.. 
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And,  sir.  rather  than  yoar  land  tax  should  be 
continued,  and  the  other  burdens  proposed,  I 
should  say  reduce  your  present  Military  Peace 
Establishment  one-third  ;  the  annual  estimated 
expense  of  it  is  $5  112,159;  deduct  the  lodian  de- 
partment of  $200,000.  (for  I  would  have  you  keep 
your  faith  with  l/iose  Indians  whom  your  wars 
havespared,)one-ihirdof  the  balance  1881.450,791. 
The  whole  of  these  retrenchments  will  save  to 
the  country,  annually,  $2,634,458— a  sum  almost 
equal  lo  the  net  amount  o(  a  land  tax  of  $3,000,000. 
It  would  seem  then,  sir,  that  on  either  proceed  of 
excess  of  revenue,  or  reireochroent  of  expense, 
the  l.tnd  tax  is  not  oecebsary  for  1816.  Then,  sir! 
as  to  the  system  of  revenue  for  succeeding  years 
and  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt, 
1  prefer  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury' 
which  proposes  to  add  $2,000,000  only  to  the 
Smkintj  Fund,  on  the  principle  of  that  established 
in  1803— making  the  whole  fund,  annually  appli- 
cable to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  public  debt,  glO.OOO.OOO.  'At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1817,"  the  Secretary  .says. 
"It   is  estimated  (too  low,   1   think,  by   at   leait 

•  $5  000,000)  that  the  principal  of  the  public  debt 

•  will  amount  to  $110,000,000,  requiring  the  sum 

•  of  $6,150,000  for  the  payment  of  its  annual  in- 

•  terest;"  apply  the  further  sum  of  $3,850,000  lo 
the  reduction  of  the  debt.  The.se  two  last  men- 
tioned sums  constitute  the  Sinking  Fund  of 
$10,000,000;  'a  sum,"  as  the  Secretary  say.s, 
"sufficient,  if  strictly  and  regularly  applied,  uith- 
'  out  interruption,  upon  a  compound  principle,  to 

•  pay  off  the  whole  of  the  funded  debt  in  a  period 
'  less  than  eighteen  years."  This  plan  will  be 
suflScieoily  burdensome;  but  if  you  adopt  that 
proposed  by  the  Committee,  and  increase  your 
Sinking  Fund  lo  $13  150.000.  and  your  annual 
expenditures  to  $22,778  669,  to  endeavor  to  extin- 
guish the  public  debt  in  less  than  twelve  years, 
you  will  be  obliged  to  continue  a  system  of  in- 
ternal taxation  too  grievous  to  be  borne.* 

But,  sir.  to  these  accumulated  laxe.s,  to  the  land 
tax  particularly,  I  have  one  objection,  which  is 
local  in  Its  nature — the  inability  of  a  large  portion 
of  ray  constituents,  and  of  Maine,  generally,  to 


•  This  imperfect  view  of  our  expenditures  will  give 
the  people  some  idea  of  the  pretended  economy  of  the 
present  Administration,  and  a  faint  idea  of  some  of  the 
impositions  practised  upon  them.  \  comparative atat*- 
ment  of  all  the  money  expended  by  the  different  Ad- 
mmutrations,  from  the  institution  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  4th  March,  1789,  to  31st  December, 
1816,  will  show  more  clearly  the  gross  profusion,  I 
should  perhapa  say  corruption,  of  the  pre^nt  Admin- 
istration : 

Expenditures  during  the  eight  yean  of 

Washington  ..... 
Expenditures  during  the   four  year*  of 

Mr.  .Adams  ..... 
Expenditures  during  the  eight  years  of 

Mr.  Jefferson  ..... 
Expenditures  during  the  seven  years  of 

.Mr.  Maduon 106,695,766 

Since  the  Admiuistration  of  Waiiihstos,  one-third 


$15,878,429 
21,348,351 
41,100,788 
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pay  these  taxe5.  Sir,  I  consider  it  thesacred  duty 
of  members  to  represent  the  situation  of  the  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  country  from  which  they 
come.  God  forbid  that  I  should  not  endeavor, 
however  humbly,  to  do  justice  to  those  constitu- 
ents, without  distinction  of  party,  who  have  done 
more  than  justice  to  me.  This  is  the  tirst  wish 
of  ray  heart,  but  I  say  it  not  to  win  their  favor; 
on  the  contrary.  I  can  with  equal  sincerity  say, 
that  if  it  be  their  wish  that  I  should  this  moment 
retire  from  these  walls.  I  should  do  it  with  infi- 
nitely more  pleasure  than  I  ever  entered  them. 
The  lax  of  six  millions,  for  the  last  year,  has  not 
yet  been  collected  ;  the  lists  were  not  delivered  to 
the  collectors  until  this  month.  At  this  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  in  a  cold,  inhospitable  climate, 
when  many  of  them  find  it  difficult  to  procure  the 
common  necessaries  of  life — deprived  of  some  of 

their  accustomed  tnodes  of  obtaining  a  living a 

part  of  their  fisheries  and  lumber   trade  gone — 
thus  destitute,  thus  oppressed,  they  are  called  upon 
by   your  tax-gatherers.     Sir,   they   cannot,   they 
will  not,  in  a  iime  of  peace,  continue  lo  pay  these 
oppressive  taxes;   they  are  bad  citizens  who  do 
not  attend  to  the  wants  of  their  households,  to  all 
the  domestic  chanties.     You   must   not   be  sur-  I 
prised,  then,  if  they  provide  for  the  wants  of  their  I 
families  before  those  of  the  Government.     One 
of  my  honorable  colleagues,  (Mr.  Parhis.)  who  j 
addressed  you  yesterday,  gave  you  the  same  in- 
formation, and  other   honorable   gentlemen  have  ' 
affirmed  the  same  of  their  constituents.    The  fact  i 
is  undeniable;  our  citizens  are  impoverished  by! 
the  war,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  favored  dis-  I 
tricts  in  the  South  and  West,  and  a  host  of  army 
contractors  and  agents  of  the  Government,  who 
have    friends   at    court,  and  «warms  of   vermin 
generated    in   the  corruption  of  the  Administra- 
tion. 

But  what  is  the  real  object  of  this  overgrown, 
expensive,  Military  Establishment— of  this  bur- 
densome system  of  duties  and  taxes  ?  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (the  Speak- 
er )  in  Ills  eloquent  speech  yesterday,  gave  us  a 
clue  to  it.  War,  war,  IS  again  to  be  the  cry.  And 
that  honorable  gentleman  hesitated  not  to  declare, 
that  he  considered  it  the  true  interest  of  this  coun- 
try to  assi>t  the  patriots  of  South  America;  all 
his  sympathtes  appear  to  be  enlisted  on  their  side; 

of  the  increase  of  our  expenditures  may  be  ascribed  to 
the  increase  of  our  country  ;  one-third  to  folly  and  ex- 
travagance; and  the  other  third  to  corruption.  By  the 
time  Mr.  Madisan  winds  up  his  eight  years,  he  wUI 
round  off  the  expenditures,  during  his  most  pacitic  and 
auspicious  reign,  at  $150,000,000;  (for  the  probable 
demands  on  the  Treasury  for  1816,  the  Secretary  in- 
forms us,  will  be,  including  arrearages,  $42,881,269.) 
What  use  he  has  made  of  a  part  of  this  enormous 
sum,  wrung  from  the  hard  earnings  of  the  people,  or 
anatched  "  from  the  mouth  of  labor,"  we  can  be  in- 
formed by  John  Henry,  and  the  numerous  pecuniary 
friends,  or  rather  harpies  of  the  Administration,  and  of 
the  late  war,  to  use  the  expression  of  a  celebrated  au- 
thor, as  quoted  by  Mr.  Randolph  in  debate,  "  whose 
equipages  glide  like  meteors,  and  whose  castles  rise 
like  exhalations." 


nay,  more  the  haughty  Spaniard  is  to  be  driven 
from  Florida  ;  he  cannot  brook  the  imperious  de- 
mand of  the  Don.    I  would  advise  that  honorable 
gentleman  seriously  to  reflect  on  the  consequence* 
of  the  late  war.  which  he  had  so  great  an  aeeocr 
m  producing,  before  he   involves   us  la  another 
How  does  the  honorable  gentleman  work  himself 
up  into  this  war  {^\vt  ?     Where  did  he  take  this 
contagion?     Was  it   on   the  fields  of  Waterloo 
which  he  informs  us  he   visited,  that   he  was  in- 
oculated   with    this    military  ardor?      I   should 
have   thought   the   purport  of  that   bloody  field 
would   have  caused   very  different  sensaiiooa-r 
forty  thousand  human  beings  there,  sunk  to  re«l^ 
caused  by  the  mad  ambition  of  a  military  despot! 
Still,  the  honorable  gentleman  cries,  "glory,  glory 
I  do  love  glory."  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  i 
Parisian   mob.     What   is   the  military  glory  of 
which  he  is  enamored;  is  it  "the  baseless  fabric 
of  a  vision,"  or  is  it  founded  on  the  blood  of  our 
citizens  and  the  treasures  of  our  country — on  the 
misery  and  distress  of  human  beings?     Is  he.  in- 
deed, again  ready  to  '•  cry  havoc,  and  let  slip  the 
dogs  of  war;"   to   devour  thirty  thousand  more 
American  citizens ;  to  squander  one  hundred  mil- 
lions more  of  treasure,  wrung  from  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  industry,  and  the  distress  of  our  people? 
Is  he,  indeed,  enamored  of  the  lame  to  which  an 
Alexander,  a  Caesar,  a  mad  Swede,  or  a  Bona- 
parte, are  damned  ?     Is   he   to   be  the   perpetual 
advocate  for  war?     Does  he  delight  in  blood? 

"  Curs'd  is  the  man,  and  void  of  law  and  right, 

Unworthy  properly,  unworthy  light, 

Unfit  for  public  rule,  or  private  care ; 

That  wretch,  that  monster,  who  delights  in  war; 

W'hose  lust  IS  murder,  and  whose  horrid  joy 

To  tear  his  country,  and  his  kind  destroy." 

And  let  him  remember,  sir — 

"  That  one  murder  makes  a  villain; 
Thousands  a  hero  !" 

But  it  seems   that   the    honorable   gentleman 
commiserates  France;  or  rather  his  sympathies, 
I  suppo.-je,  as  in  the  case  of  South  America,  are 
enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  revolutionists  of  that 
country  ;  writhing  under  the  lash  of  the  combined 
despots,  as  he  calls  them  ;  and  he  feelingly  teils 
us  to  beware  of  the  fate  of  France.     What,  let 
me  ask  him.  brought  down  on  France,  as  if  frora 
Heaven,  this  merited  chastisement?     Was  it  not 
this  same  thirst  for  glory,  which  is  consuming 
him — the  same  career  of  conquest  to  which  he 
would  urge  the  people  of  this  country — a   most 
righteous  retribution,  that  the  liberties  of  France, 
if  such  they  can  be  called,  should  fall,  as  she  has 
caused  those  of  other  nations  to  fall  ?     'Ti»  just 
they  should  have  right  for  right,  which  they  have 
hacked  by  the  sword,  from  other  nations;  drop 
for   drop   of  blood;    life   ior  life;    till   the  same 
measure  of  suffering  which  they  have  meted  to 
other  nations  should  be  meted  back  to  them  again, 
heaped  up  and  running  o'ver. 

The  honorable  Speaker  has  adverted  to  the 
horrid,  as  I  call  them,  but  glorious,  as  he  calls 
them,  scenes  of  the  late  war — its  causes,  conduct, 
conclusion,  and  coDsequences — and  iheo  deliber- 
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P.iely  asserti,  that  were  it  to  do  over  again,  that 
a|rcre  we  niinr  debatiosr,  under  the  same  circum- 
*'ances   in  'relation    to    tins   and    other   nations, 
whether  or  not  war  should  be  declared,  his  voice 
id    his   ha«nd    should   again  be  raised  in   favor 
it. 

Bat  a  very  ditierent  decision  would  be  made  by 
I e  people  f«f  this  country;  it  may  be  sport  to 
im,  but  it  Lj  death  to  them  ;  it  is  their  blood  and 
leir  ireasiB-e  which  mu.st  be  sacrificed  in  the 
itest.  A»  to  the  principal  cause  of  the  war, 
jipressmenJ,  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he 
jjnnot,  nayi  that  he  will  not.  hear  the  doctrine 
Slranced  ok  this  door,  that  sailors'  rights  have 
•>en  surrendered  by  the  peace.  As  to  free  trade, 
is  silent:  the  commercial  treaty  speaks  voi- 
les on  th*  subject ;  but,  sir,  that  honorable  gen- 
■man  willjiear — nay,  shall  hear,  unless  he  leaves 
\e  Hail  ortitops  his  ears — that  to  him  offensive 
^jctrine,  th;t  he  has  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  aban- 
^ned  the  cfuse  of  the  sailors,  which  he  so  pa- 
^etically  ptad  on  this  floor  before  the  war.  Yes. 
he  was  ^n  able  advocate  for  them  here — how 
was  at  G^ent.  the  treaty  determines.  There  is 
*2i  doctrine 'better  settled  than  that  the  realgriev- 
,^ces.  or  causes  of  war,  not  provided  for  in  the 
**retty  of  Peace,  are  surrendered  and  abandoned 
'rever.  Bit  this  part  of  the  honorable  Speaker's 
Idress  hasjbeen  so  ably  replied  to  by  my  honor- 
At  friend  from  Pennsylvania.  (Mr.  HopKtNSON.) 
|at  Dothioi^  more  is  necessary  to  be  said  thereon. 
|he  hoDoraCile  Speaker  next  attempt:,  to  count 
le  gains,  aq^d  e.stunate  the  glory  of  the  war,  but 
should  hive  remembered  that  war  is  a  picture 
|ade  up  of'Jight  and  shade — dark  shades,  indeed; 
>d.  while  li^  was  recounting  the  gallant  deeds  of 
ir  land  an^)  naval  heroes,  (I  don't  include  the 
'S^oDstitutioi^al  Commander-in-Chief.)  he  should 
ive  remenfbered  the  misery,  the  distress  of  the 
ihabiiants  ;•  he  should  have  cast  his  eyes  on  the 
(ins  of  you'r  capital ;  he  should  have  recollected 
'■l  he  was^accessary,  before  the  fact,  to  this  work 
destructim  ;  that  he  assisted  in  lighting  the 
rcb  of  waf.  which  consumed  the  Capitol,  burnt 
javre,  and  :<iore  than  burnt  Hampton,  and  kindled 
[flame  on  if^e  Northern  frontier,  which  illumined 
fat  hemishkre,  and  desolated  some  of  the  fairest 


»i-<rtions  of  New  York. 
KThink  not,  sir,  that  1 
jiiwn  whicp   individui 


I  am  insensible  to  the   re- 
als have  acquired   in   this 
isaslrous  c^ntiict.  though  I  am  not  sensible  that 
ur  Admirjiatraiion  have  acquired  any.     Your 
ckson,  sir,iwas  borne  on  the  bosom  of  the  Mis- 
sippi  to  victory  and  triumph  at  Orleans;  may 
gallant  t-ptploiis,  while  that  noble  river  rolls  its 
h  contribiiion  to  the  ocean,  be  in  like  manner 
fled  dowfc  the  stream  of  time,  till  it  mingles 
fh  the  octjan  of  eternity  !     The  fame  of  your 
II  will  sujvive  his  Constitution, and  1  fear  that 
his  country;  and  Perry's  victory  of  the  Lake 
be  «pr£|  perenntug;    your  other   heroes,  sir. 


ill 


■^ll  live  in  'he  affections  of  a  grateful  country 

sThe  honorable  gentleman  next  goes  from  the 

,iD8  of  the  war  to  the  benefits  of  the  peace;  let 

^5  then  eximioe,   for  a  moment,  the  Treaty  of 

'^aee,  and  tfec  famous  coavention  with  England. 


But   he  here  complains  that  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House  have  not  come  out  on  this  sub- 
ject.    How  could  he  expect   it?    It  was  not  till 
Saturday  last  we  received  the  information  on  the 
subject,  which  was  laid   before    the  Senate;  in- 
deed it  was  not  till  yesterday,  when  the  honorable 
Speaker  favored  tne  House  with  his  explanation 
of  the  business,  that  we  understood  it  in  ail  its 
bearings.     He  first  informs  us  why  Moose  Island 
was  left  in  the  possession  o(  the  enemy  ;  why  that 
should  be  the  only  point  to  which  tne  uti  poggi- 
detis  should  apply  ;  that  it  was  confidently  ex- 
pected, by  the  Commissioners  at  Ghent,  that  the 
patriotism  of  Massachu$ett.s  would  not  only  res- 
cue that  island  from  the  enemy,  but  would  also 
acquire   the   island  of  Grand  Menon,  as  he  calls 
it,  but  which  we,   in   plain   Yankee,  call  Grand 
Menan — to  which  we  have  claim,  the  former  ly- 
ing "  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  is  part 
of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,"  and  near  the  American 
coast,  and   the  latter  more  remute  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy.     Sir,  I  will  persuade  myself  that  tlie  hon- 
orable Speaker  meant  to  do  justice  to  the  patriot- 
ism of  Massachusetts — that  never  has  been  found 
wanting  in  the  hour  of  peril  and  difficulty  ;  nay, 
sir,  it  was  never  impeached,  and  I  trust  in  God  it 
never  will  be,  while  the  blood  of  our  ancestors, 
who  have  nobly  fought  the  battles  of  our  coun- 
try,  circulates  in    the   veins  of  their   postt-rity. 
But  was  this  expectation   rational?     Would  any 
patriotism,  under  the  same  disadvantages,  have 
achieved  these  conquests  ?     It  was  the  memora- 
ble Summer  of  1814— a   period  of  distress  and 
alarm — which   saw  the   Capitol  of  our  country 
and  the  very  tomb  of  Washinoton,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  enemy— numerous  fleets  of  that 
enemy,  full   of  sailors  and  marines,  were  block- 
ading our  ports,  landing  and  harassing  our  peo- 
ple, and  destroying  their  property.     Maine,  with 
a  seacoast  of  nearly  three  hundred  miles,  was  pe- 
culiarly exposed  to  the  incursions  and  wanderin" 
parlies  of  the  enemy.     Yes,  sir,   that  extended 
coast  was  accessible  at  almost  every  point  to  the 
enemy.     I  remember  well,  sir,  the  attempts  of 
that  enemy  within  the  district  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent;  and  remember  well  the  ardor 
and  patriotism  of  the  brave  militia  manifested  on 
these  occasions.     There   was   no    distinction    of 
party  then,  sir;  the  contest  was,  who  should  meet 
the  enemy  soonest  and  repel  him  from  our  soil. 
What  protection  was  afforded  us.  in  this  hour  of 
peril   and  alarm,  by  the  General  Government? 
Was   her   arm    raised    in   our   defence  ?     Were 
her  resources  employed  in  our  favor?     Far,  far 
from  it!     Nay,   she  mocked    when    our   danger 
approached.    She  withdrew  her  soldiers  ;  yes,  the 
very  soldiers  which  were  recruited  in  the  bosom 
of  the  parent,  were,  in  an  hour  of  peril,  with- 
drawn from  her  support.     For  what?  to  perish— 
miserably   to  perish,  in  the  swamps  of  Canada. 
Yes,  sir,  many  of  the  bravest  sons  of  New  Eng- 
land, driven  by  a  necessity  of  your  creating  into 
your  ranks,  have  fallen  by  the  sword,  disease,  and 
famine — ihe  bones  of  thousands  are  now  bleach- 
ing on  the  barren  heigh's,  or  mouldering  in  the 
swamps  of  Canada — their  fate  less  perhaps  to  be 
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pitied   than  the  weeping  monuments  of  their  de- 
parture— their    miserable    parents,    orphans,    and 
widows.     Bow  thy  Heavens.  O  God  !  and  come 
down    with    divine    consolation    to    their   souls. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Casiine  and  Moose 
Island  were  taken   possession  of  by  the  enemy. 
Casiine   that  could    not  be  defended  with  a  less 
force  than  5,000  men,  and  Moose  Island,  which 
lies  at  the   mercy  of  the  mi»tress  of  the  ocean. 
Under   these   circumstances,  I  repeat,  was  it  to 
have  been  expected  that  the  militia,  in  one  part 
of  the  country,  would  leave  that  open  to  the  at- 
tacks of  the  enemy,  forsake  their  property,  their 
families,  their   household  gods,  and  cross  rivers, 
and  march  through  deserts,  to  repel  this  enemy? 
Sir,   it   would   not   liave    been   accomplished;  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  expected,  except  from  the 
general  arm.     But  the  honorable  Speaker  thinks 
they  have  provided  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  suflS- 
cienlly  for  these  islands:  they  have  submitted  to 
two  Commissioners  whether  Moose  Island,  whe- 
ther Eastporl,  one  of  our  own  towns,  belong  to 
us  or   not;  and  if  these  Commissioners  do  not 
agree,   they  are  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the  case, 
which  the  two  Governments  may  further  submit, 
if  they  please,  to  some  friendly  nation.     No,  sir! 
I   consider   Moose  Island    given    up,   abandoned 
forever;  this  .submission  is  a  mere  cloak  to  hide 
the  gross  nature  of  the  bargain.     Sir,  it  is  sur- 
rendered in  part  consideration  of  the  free,  exclu- 
sive navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  our  shore 
fisheries  are  thrown  into  the  bargain.     Yes,  sir 
the  interest  of  the  East  has  been  sacrificed  to'thal 
of  the  West.     Why  did  we  not  hear  anything  of 
these  fisheries  in  the  negotiations  at  Ghent  and 
London?     The   honorable    Speaker   informs   us, 
that  a  majority  of  his  colleagues,  against  his  opin- 
ion, were  in  favor  of  continuing  to  the  British  a 
limited  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  as  an  equiv- 
alent for  the  fisheries,  and  for  these  islands,  too, 
I    suppose,  for    I   have  no  doubt  Great  Britain 
would   have  yielded  both  these  objects  for  that 
right— anything  said    by  the   Commissioners  at 
Ghent  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     But  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  alleged,  as  a  reason  why 
the  fisheries  did  not  receive  more  attention,  that 
gentlemen  differed  as  to  iheir  value  ;  some  alleg- 
ing the  value  of  the  shore  fishery  as  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  whole  fishery,  bank  and  shore;  while 
others  deemed  it  worth  liitleor  nothing.     Sir.  we 
have  an  evidence  in  the  treaty,  that  iliose  unac- 
quainted with  them  did  value  them  at  nothing; 
while  those  who  did  enjoy  the  privilege,  consid- 
ered ihem  of  the  greaiest  importance,  full  one- 
third  in  value  of  the  whole  fishery.     The  citi-  | 
zeoa  of  Maine  were  in  a  peculiar  manner,  l>om  i 
Its  proximity  to  them,  interested  m  this  branch  of  i 
the  fisheries;  it  was  almost  their  daily  bread  to  ; 
them,  because  it  afforded  them  the  means  of  pro- 
viding this  daily  bread. 

But,  sir,  unfortunately  for  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetla,and  of  New  England  generally,  the  above 
are  not  the  only  occasions  in  which  their  inter- 
ests have  been  sacrificed  to  those  of  the  South 
and  West.  In  the  commercial  convention,  too,  I 
wah  Great  Britain,  our  lumber,  and  other  staples  ' 


of  our  country,  have  been  offered  up  as  a  sacrifice 
10  the  growers  ol  cotton  ;  indeed,  sir,  theconven- 
lion  Itself,  instead,  as  it  purports,  of  offerino-  a  re- 
ciprocal liberty  of  commerce,  is  a  mere  co°niract 
between  the  growers  of  cotton,  in  this  country 
with  its  manufacturers  in  England.     Think  not 
that  I  repine  at  the  prosperity  of  our  brethren  in 
the  South  and  West;  far  from  it— we  only  wish 
to  enjoy  those  few  benefits  with  them.     Nor.  sir 
are  you  to  suppose  that  I  impeach  the  integrity  of 
the  Commissioners ;  I    highly    respect   their   tal- 
ents—of the  honorable  Speaker  in  particular,  who 
in  this  debate  has  given  us  so  conspicuous  a  proof 
of  his  talents  and  his  eloquence.     I  only  regret 
sir,  that  they  had  not  been  employed  at  Ghent 
and  London,  m   some  degree,  m  favor  of  New 
England.     I  a^.^ert  again,  sir,  and  am  prepared  to 
prove,  that  the  staple  of  the  North  has,  iq  this 
conventioQ,    been    sacrificed    to    the    South    and 
West ;  that,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  Consti- 
tution, that  "  no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any 
regulation  of  commerce,  or  revenue,  to  the  ports 
of  one  State  over  those  of  another,"  such  prefer- 
ence has   been  given,  by  this  convention,  to  the 
ports  of  the  South.    Either,  sir,  our  Commission- 
ers did   not  understand   the  navigation  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  particularly  her  colonial  system, 
or  they  committed  an  unpardonable  error  in  con- 
cluding this  convention.     It  is  indeed,  sir,  but  an 
experiment  for  four  years,  and   nothing   but  this 
limitation  could  reconcile  me  to  it  for  a  moment- 
and  I  sincerely  wish,  when  the  debate  took  place 
upon  the  treaty,  we  had  possessed  the  information 
which  the  other  branch  did  upon  the  subject;  the 
debate  would    then  have  turned  upon  the  merit 
and  provisions  of  the  treaty,  instead  of  the  limi- 
tation of  the  treaty-making  power.     The  conces- 
sion made  by  our  Commissioners,  that  we  had  no 
equivalent  to  offer  for  a  participation  in  the  India 
trade,  and  the  trade  to  the  British  West  Indies 
cannot  be  correct.     Sir,  we  granted  them  every- 
thing, by  throwing  all  our  ports  open  to  them 
upon  equal  terms  with  our  own  citizens  ;  besides' 
the  East  India  trade  carried  its  equivalent  with 
it,  in  Its  intrinsic  value  and  immense  advanla«re 
to  the  British  possessions  there.    Sir,  the  trade  of 
this  country  is  of  the  last  importance  to  Great 
Britain  ;  she  had  better  throw  open  all  her  islands, 
and  would  do  it,  than  be  deprived  of  it.    The  im- 
portance of  this  West  India  trade  to  the  northern 
part  of  this  country,  could  not  have  been  under- 
stood by  our  Commissioners;  by  the  majority  of 
them,  at  least.  South  of  the  Hudson,  or,  sir,  had 
they  in  view  to  encourge  the  production  of  sugar, 
rum,  and  molasses,  in  the  South  ?   Whatever  may- 
be the  motive,  the  trade  is  lost  to  us.     Let  us  see, 
then,  how  our  trade  stands  with  the  British  ter- 
ritories in  Europe  under  this  convention.     I  will 
advert  to  a  few  items  of  an  "An  abstract  of  du- 
ties of  Customs,  paid  in  Great  Britain  in  1815," 
published    by   order  of  the   Senate  and   House. 
First,  the  article  of  cotton,  which,  belore  the  con- 
vention, paid  three  pence  sterling  per  pound,  now 
pays  but  a  penny,  whether  imported  in  British  or 
American  ships,  Irom  foreign  countries  or  British 
colonies,   being  a  saving  of  two  pence  on  each 
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t)und.     lo  ihe  year  ending  the  30th  Septeraber,    sir,  within  your  days  or  mine,  to  hear  eulogies  on 

•»15.  there  was  exported  from  the  United  States    this  floor  in  faror  of  staudina:  armies,  but  such  has 

llie   territories  of   Great  Britain,   in   Europe,    been  the  fact;  an   honorable  colleague  of  mine, 

973  465  p.>unds  of  cotton;  this,  at  two  pence!  (Mr.   Cokner.)  whose  urbanity  and  correct  de- 


^r  pound,  ^s  a  saving  to  the  growers  of  cotton. 
Cinually.  of  £374,778  17  06  sterling,  or  Sl,664,- 
Jj^S  ;  and,  it(  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Septera- 
'  kr,  1807.  tIfiTe  was  exported,  as  above.  52,180  211 
[tunds,  raa,ing  a  saving  to  the  South  of  SI, 930.- 
\7.    Well  fiay  the  honorable  Speaker  express,  as 
did    yp'-f'rday,   his   surprise,   that  gentlemen 
st  (aJluding  to  Mr.  McKEEand  Mr. 


portment  are  acknowledged  by  all.  is  an  advocate 
for  these  armies;  not.  I  am  persuaded,  sir.  to  an 
extent  which  would  endanger  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  but  he  thinks  our  chief  dependence  would 
be  upon  them;  that,  in  the  day  of  alarm  and 
danger,  our  rniliiia  are  not  to  be  relied  on.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  spirit  of  our  Constitution  I  do 
consider  a  well  regulated  militia  as  the  best  se- 
abdin)  should  ask.  what  have  we  gained  by  the    curity  of  a  free  State  ;  it  is  the  effectual  defence 
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r?     The     have,  indeed,  gained   the  exclusive 
vigation  cf  the  Mississippi,  and  a  fair  market 
their  cot  on,  at  the  expense  of  New  England, 
r  shore  fij-hery,  and    her  staple  commodities. 
t  us  no»^  see  how  our  unmanufactured  wood 
nds  in  ihimarket.   h  the  territories  of  Great 
itaio,  in  JEurope;    premising  that   the  duties 
re  comparatively    light  in    1797,   under  Jay's 
eaty,  and"  large  quantities  of  our  timber  and 
her  foun^l  a  ready  and  good  market  there,  par- 
iularly  at  ^Liverpool,  but  now,  sir,  oak  timber 
"ported  in(0  Great  Britain,  under  this  conven- 
n,  from  ijhe  United  States,  will  pay,  on  fifty 
bic  leet,   jl3  01  09,   while  the  same,  imported 
iS^m  the  Broiish  colonies  in  America,  which  can 
uji^y  be  in  l|ritish  ships,  pay  only   5«.  6^d..  and 
arly  in  thif  same  proportion  as  to  other  timber, 
rds.    masls.   spars.    &c.;   a    duty,    sir,    which 
ounis  to  .j  prohibition.     Some  of  our  lumber 
nd   Its  w^y  into  the  Brirish  West  Indies,  by 
way  of  S|.  Bartholomews,  some  ports  in  Cuba, 
a  tew  o|her  places,  subjected,  however,  to  a 
ol  aildiiii^nal  freight  and  insurance  from  island 
t., island  ;  ouj-  vessels  received  products  in  return, 
iject  lo  tl)^  >arae  expense.     But  a  heavy  duty 
lately   bt|en  laid    in  Jamaica,  and   the  same 
I,  doubtleis.   be  done  in  other  British  islands, 
t  is  a  par^  of  their  rigid  colonial  system,  on  all 
'jber.and  inany  other  articles  from  the  United 
'  tes.     Th|   ports  of  the    world,   indeed,  seem 
closing  upon  IVew  England;  and  when  our 
•^ijn"  Govern|nent  neglects  or  sacrilices  our  best 
lEf rests,  wei  cannot  expect  that  foreign  nations 
^l^l  pay  mu^h  attention  to  them. 
*And  It  is  wnder  these  circumstances  of  sacri- 
ffidf,  hard.»hi{{.  and  distress,  you  demand  of  us  new 
sSrihces,   ai^d    impose  on   us  grievous  burdens, 
nu  do,  indited.  [)ut  our  patriotism  to  a  severe 
tfi.     If  yoiijexpect  from  us  an  equality  of  disJri- 
ifiion,  we  demand  of  you  in  return  an  equality 
ttDenefits.     You  must  do  this  people  justice,  or 
ttt^y  will  lakt  justice  into  their  own  hands.    They 
w^^h  not  for  u  dissolution  of  the  Union,  but  at  the 
i^e  lime  it^y  know  that  is  not  the   worst,  the 
5l  degraded  situation  to  which  freemen  may 
reduced  ;  >Dur  freedom  was  purchased  by  the 
'  ol  our  iforefathers.  and  will  be  defended  by 
tiiftrt  of  their  ^ons. 
^luch  has  ^een  said  in  this  debate  respecting  our 
s» 'ndiDg  arniy.  or  as  it  is  now  called,  or  disguised, 
(s  Military  iPeace  Establishment — nominally  of 
^jp   thousamj  men.  really  of  more  than    twelve 
t^usand.  olqcers  and  men.     Never  did  I  expect, 


of  the  nation.     I  should  wish  to  see  every  citizen 
a  soldier,  but  at  the  same  time  every  soldier  a  cit- 
izen, and  the  military  m  complete  subordination 
to  the  civil  authority.     But,  sir,  as  this  subject 
has  already  been  noticed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  and  he 
intends  to  bring  it  immediately  before  the  House 
on  a  motion  to  reduce  the  standing  nrray,  I  will 
leave  it,  with  con6dence,  in  better  hands.     Since 
1  have  named  that  honorable  gentleman,  I  should 
do  injustice  to  my  feelings,  and  to  his  merit,  did 
I  not  notice  the  effort,  the  great  effort,  which  for 
three  days  in  succession  he  lately  made  on  this 
floor,  in   favor  of  true  Constitutional  principles, 
with   some  exceptions,  and  the  Ireedom  of  our 
country  ;  the  information  communicated  by  him 
to  this  House,  and  this  nation,  is  invaluable;  he 
has  given  us  the  experience  of  a  long  and  active 
political  life;  from  the  vast  treasure-*  of  his  mind 
he  has  brought  forth  thing.^  old  and  new;  he  has 
laid  open  the  folly,  the  corruption,  the  wickedness 
of  Cabinets.     What  villain— high,  low.  rich,  or 
poor— of  importance  to  attract  the  attention  of  a 
gentleman,  lias  he  neglected  to  drag  before  an  in- 
sulted people  ?     To  what  merit,  known  to  him, 
exerted  in  favor  of  his  country,  has  he  been  in- 
sensible, or  denied  the  meed  of  praise?     Sir,  the 
thanks  of  an  humble  individual  are  poor,  indeed, 
but,  such  as  they  are,  I  most  heartily  tender  them 
to  him  ;  were  a  in  my  power  I  would  do  it  in  be- 
half of  this  House,  nay,  in  the  name  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.     However,  sir,  he  will  have  what  is 
of  infinitely  more  importance  to  him,  the  appro- 
bation of  his  own  conscience,  and.  I  hope,  of  his 
God. 

One    word,   at    parting,   with    the    honorable 
Speaker,  and  I  have  done;  for  what  he  and  his 
political  friends  have  done  in  relation  to  the  war, 
its  declaration,  progress,  and  termination- thef 
have  a  right,  he  says,  to  expect  from  the  people 
of  this  country  the  divine  benediction  of  '  well 
done  good  and  faithful  servants ;  you  have  been 
faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  you  rulers 
over  many  things."     It  is  very  true,  indeed,  sir, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends  have 
received  even  more  than  five  talents  of  the  peo- 
ple's money  ;  but  instead  of  even  making  that  use 
of  them  which  the  servant  did  that  received  the 
one  talent — dig  in  the  earth  and   hide  it— they 
have  squandered  away   their  Lord's  money  and 
run  him  in  debt;  are  they  not  the  wicked,   sloth- 
ful servants,  and  ought   not  the  people  to  say — 
"  cast  ye  the  unprofitable  servants  into  outer  dark- 
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ness.  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of 
teeth?"  And  happy,  thrice  happy,  will  it  be  for 
that  honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends  in  the 
Administration,  if  the  righteous  judge  of  all  the 
earth  shall  not,  for  their  political  sins,  add  the 
awful  sentence — "Depart  from  me  ye  cursed;" 
bui  I  do  humbly  beseech  his  mercy,  to  redeem 
their  immortal  souls  from  that  '•  everlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels." 

When  Mr.  K.  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Wed.nesday.  January  31.  i 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
was  committed  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  ordnance  stores,  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof;  and  it  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the 
subject  of  revenue. 
Th 


lion  of  Henry   Malcolm;   which  was  reid   and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  House  of  Representatives  havin)?,by  their  order  of 
the  17th  of  January,  1816,  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  the  petition  of  Henry  .Malcolm,  with 
the  documcius  accompanying  the  same,  the  Secr©- 
tary  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Houae  the  fol- 
lowing report  : 

The  petitioner,  Henry  Malcolm,  was  appointed  the 
collector  of  the  customs  for  the  district  of  Hudson,  m 
the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  year  1795,  when  the 
diatrict  wns  established.  It  was  his  constant  prac- 
tice to  remit  the  money  which  he  received  on  account 
of  duties  in  bank  notes  to  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  no  ac- 
cident or  loss  occurred  in  consequence  of  this  practice 
until  the  28th  of  June,  1808.  On  that  day  the  petition- 
er put  under  cover,  addressed  to  the  cashier  of  the 
Branch  Bank,  a  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  notes 
,  ,        .  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  in  the  city  of  Hudson,  and 

e    bill    from    the  benate  "for   the  relief  of'  delivered  the  packet  to  the  postmaster  of  Hudson  to 


Xaverio  Nandi,"  was  read  the  first  time. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  increase  the  pen- 
sions of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrightcr,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  bill  from   the    Senate  "for  the    relief  of 
Edward    Barry    and    George   Hodge,"  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Nava 
Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  law  of  costs,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bills  from 
this  House  of  the  following  titles  :  "An  act  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  an  act  passed  on  the  23d  of  De- 
cember, 1814,  as  imposes  additional  duties  on 
postage;"  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  imposing  additional  duties 
upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;'  and  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  certain 
acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refined  sugars, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;"  with  amendments  to  the 
two  latter.  They  have  also  adopted  a  resolution 
directing  a  copy  of  the  documents  printed  by  a 
resolve  of  Congre.>*s,  on  the  27th  of  December, 
1813,  to  be  transmitted  lo  each  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  In  which  amendments  and 
resolution  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  said  bills  were  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President, 
transraiiiing  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  sundry  documents, respecting  the  transactions 
at  Dartmoor,  in  April,  1815,— -Laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  "directinsa 


be  sent  by  the  next  mail.  A  letter  of  advice  wa»  at 
the  same  time  forwarded  to  the  cashier,  which  was 
duly  received  ;  but  the  money  was  stolen  on  its  way, 
and  has  never  been  received  at  the  Branch  Bank,  or 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury.  The  accounting 
officers  have  refused  to  credit  the  remitUnce  in  the 
^  settlement  of  the  petitioner's  account,  and  he  prays  to 
J  i  be  reUeved  by  the  authority  of  Cong^ress. 

The  facts  thus  stated  are  satisfactorily  proven,  and 
serve  to  exonerate  the  petitioner  from  every  suspicion 
of  fraud  in  the  course  of  the  transaction.  To  entitle 
him,  however,  to  the  relief  which  is  solicited,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  show  that  the  mode  of  making  the  remittance 
did  not  transgress  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Treasury 
Department;  and,  in  this  respect,  it  appears,  from 
documents  on  record  as  well  as  from  those  which  ac- 
company the  petition,  that  two  objections  have  here- 
tofore been  made;  Ist.  That  the  remittance  by  mail 
was  not  authorized,  or,  if  authorized,  should  have  been 
guarded  by  cutting  the  bank  notes  in  two  parts,  and 
sending  the  parts  by  successive  mails.  2.  That  the 
remittance  was  made  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Co- 
lumbia, instead  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  or  its  branches. 


\st  Objection.  The  Treasury  circular,  addresaed  to 
the  collectors  on  the  14th  of  October,  1789,  authoriied 
the  remittance  of  bank  notes  by  the  mail,  but  prescribed 
the  mode  of  doing  it,  by  requiring,  among  other  things, 
that  each  note  should  be  divided  into  two  eqaal  parts 
and  endorsed  by  the  collector ;  one-half  to  be  sent  by 
one  post,  and  the  other  half  by  the  next  post,  with  de- 
scriptive lists,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales. 

But  the  Treasury  instruction,  addresaed  to  the  peti- 
tioner on  the  9tb  of  June,  1796,  soon  after  his  appoint- 
ment to  office,  required  him,  in  general  terms,  ♦'  to 
remit,  from  time  to  time,  whatever  moneys  t^houidcome 
into  his  hands  in  payment  of  duties,  beyond  the  sum 
necessary  for  drawbacks,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  in- 
cident to  his  office,  to  the  office  of  discount  and  depo- 


copy  of  the  documents  printed  by  the  resolve  of  site  at  New  York,  there  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Congress  on  the  27lh  of  December,  1813,  lo  be  Treasurer  of  the  United  States;"  and  the  Treasury 
transmitted  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  instructions,  addressed  to  the  petitioner  on  the  9th  of 
Court,"  was  read  the  first  time.  November,   1809,  subsequent  to  the  loss  of  the  bank 

notes   in   question,  directed  him  "  to  deposite  in   the 


MONEY  LOST  BY  A  COLLECTOR. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 

from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  peii- 


Branch  Bank,  New  York,  the  pubhc  moneys  in  his 
bands  ;  and,  if  the  remittance  be  made  in  bank  notes, 
he  was  directed  to  cut  tbetn,  and  [postpone  the  trans- 
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of  the  secind  h&lves  until  the  receipt  of  tbo 
t  was  ackAowledgeJ." 


M 


rpmittanceiof  bank  notes  by  mail  appear?,  then, 
IS  review,  u>  have  been  authorized  by  the  Trea- 
•partment'  The  drtt  instruction,  prescribing 
of  remittiig  the  notes  in  halves,  referred  to  re- 
e«  to  be  cjade  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
•^t^^^  at  the  Sefty  of  Government,  and  it  was  issued 
b^fbT.<ihe  Bank  (|f  the  United  States  and  its  branches 
wer(^[^tabiished,  Ns  well  as  long  before  the  establish- 
menZ^f  the  district  of  Hudson.  The  second  instruc- 
.: —  -*hich  directed  the  petitioner  to  make  his  remit- 
to  the  Rr^ich  Bank  at  Aew  York,  is  silent  as 
ode  of  rcinitting  the  notes  in  halves  ;  and  the 
er,  constdlnng  this  bs  the  ruling  instruction 
official  coniluct,  after  it  had  been  received,  uni- 
'^  made  his  )  remittances  of  bank  notes  to  the 
BratAf.  Bank,  without  severing  the  notes,  from  the  date 
of  th^nstmction  the  9lh  June,  1796,  until  the  date  of 
tl|e  i^itraction  ofithe  9th  of  November,  1809,  without 
^teriag,  as  ^i  already  stated,  any  other  loss  or 
^t  than  thai  which  is  the  subject  of  his  petition, 
pr  these  cirtjumstances,  so  peculiar  as  to  preclude 
iger  from  }hc  precedent  of  a  favorable  decision 
iU  th^'^resent  cafe,  it  is  believed  that  the  petitioner, 
etor^Jkted  as  ht|  is  from  all  suspicion  of  fraud,  may 
a!^  ^  justly  relieved  from  the  imputation  of  wilful 
"^i  negligenr,e. 

Objection.  Ijf  the  petitioner  does  not  suffer  by  the 
the  first  Injection,  it  is  presumed  that  the  sec- 
jection  wilKnotbe  allowed  to  prevail  against  the 
fof  the  petiijon.  The  kind  of  bank  notes  remit- 
lid  have  liccome  an  important  question  if  the 
Bank  refi'sed  to  credit  them  as  cash  in  the  ac- 
;'f  the  Treasurer,  or  if  the  notes  had  been  depre- 
tn  value,  put  the  question  now  arises  on  a  loss 
whir^would  hav^  happened  whether  the  notes  remit- 
ted \i/ke  issaed  bi  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutesorby 
the  i||nk  of  Colu|nbia. 

It  ^proper  to^bserve,  however,  that  the  amount  of 
the  *■['*  °^  ^*  IJnited  iStates  and  its  branches  in  cir- 
c|laSn  at  Hud>:jn  was  not  equal  to  the  demand  for 
binl*4iot«8  ;  thai  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia 
cerevclted  at  par  Kith  gold  and  silver;  that  they  had 
b^sen.  ^instantly  rWeived  in  payment  of  duties,  and  re- 
niitti^  to  the  cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  at  New 
\^rlr_^ho  had  ctkedited  them  uniformly  as  cash, in  the 
a*co|<5i  of  the  Tijeasurer  ;  and,  finally,  that,  in  a  letter 
dikte«||he  23d  of  (.August,  I806,;the  cashier,  while  ob- 
j«tii^  to  bank  iiotes  of  a  particular  description,  ex- 
Pr^«^|f»*|<l»  tii»t,i"  if  any  other  than  notes  of  the  banks 
'  **  Vork  are -ent,  those  of  the  Hudson  Bank  would 
convenie^it;  they  pass  equally  well,  and  you 
►et  large  oies." 
Kiwhich,  inc^ding  copies  of  the  several  Treasury 
'^iions  referred  to,  u  rciipectfully  submitted. 
r,J  J  A.J.DALLAS, 

%J  \  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

T|S,isciiT  Tit^kBTvzsT,  Jan.  28,  1816. 

|rHE  REVENUE. 

House  i^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Cora- 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
of   Wafs  aod  Means,  on  the  subject  of 


Tennesste,  addressed  the 


Rky.noi^ds,  of 
Cl^%I  *s  folio »«>;: 

Caairir.an,  on  my  motion  last  evening  the 
Coiji^itiee  wej^'  kind  enough  to  rise,  for  which  I 


tender  them  my  thanks.  I  fear,  sir,  they  will  be 
ill  rewarded  at  best,  but  more  particularly  now, 
when  indisposed.  It  becomes,  however,  my  im- 
perious duty  to  address  you  on  this  occasion,  be- 
cause my  honorable  colleagues  and  myself  difler 
as  to  the  vote  1  am  about  to  give  on  the  resolu- 
tion now  under  consideration.  I  regret  the  cir- 
cumsiaDce,  because  they  are  men  with  whom  I 
delight  to  co-operate  ;  many  of  them  I  have  been 
long  acquainted  with,  and  lu  the  late  contest  for 
our  sacred  rights,  some  of  them  not  only  paid  the 
taxes  imposed  with  cheerfulness,  but  rushed  to 
the  field  of  battle  and  participated  in  the  glory 
of  their  countrymen;  I  hope,  however.il  is  an 
honest  difference  of  opinion. 

I  am  in  favor,  sir,  generally  of  the  reduced  sys- 
tem of  taxation  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  and  the  direct  tax,  so  modified,  to  be 
continued  for  one  year.  Every  one  admits  the 
necessity  of  a  revenue  to  be  raised  by  some  mode 
of  taxation.  And  it  would  be  well  for  gentlemen 
now  to  reflect  for  a  moment  how  far  they  have 
already  gone  on  the  ground  of  this  necessity,  A 
few  days  ago,  sir,  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
House  agreed  to  continue  the  double  duties,  and 
also  to  continue  the  salt  tax.  Now,  sir,  none  of 
these  taxes  affect  me  at  all;  I  do  not  pay  one 
cent  towards  the  war  debt,  or  for  the  restoraiioD 
of  the  public  faith  and  credit  of  this  nation,  un- 
less I  dip  pretty  deeply  with  the  merchant.  Shall 
it  be  said,  sir,  that  1  would  evade  the  payment 
of  the  just  proportion  of  the  debt  incurred  by  the 
war ;  lor  there  was  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child, 
in  my  district,  who  were  not  in  favor  of  that 
measure?  Yes,  sir,  we  were  advocates  of  the 
war,  and  no  people  on  the  continent  of  America 
contributed  more  largely  in  support  of  it,  accord- 
ing to  their  numbers  and  wealth,  than  tliey  did. 
They  fought  the  battles  of  their  country,  and 
paid  an  euormou^  and  oppressive  tax  without  a 
murmur. 

I  have  also,  sir,  fully  appreciated  the  remark 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  McKee,)  whose  good  sense  always 
makes  him  intelligible  to  every  one.  He  admits 
that  a  direct  tax  is  the  most  just  and  equitable, 
but,  being  opposed  to  all  taxes,  he  wishes  this 
one  in  particular  to  pass,  because  it  reaches  all 
classes  of  citizens,  puts  all  on  the  alert  to  inquire 
into  the  necessity  of  such  a  tax;  and  if  it  is 
found  totally  unnecessary,  they  will,  says  the 
genileman,  soon  bring  their  Representatives  to 
an  account.  Sir,  to  place  the  question  on  this 
ground,  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  answer  to  ray 
constituents  for  any  vote  I  may  give  in  this 
House,  with  promptitude.  If,  however,  Mr. 
Chairman,  they  have  forgotten  the  cause  of  the 
war,  hailed  by  them,  too,  as  a  new  era  of  their 
independence ;  if  they  have  already  forgotten  how 
bravely  they  participated  in  that  glorious  contest, 
in  subduing  a  powerful  savage  nation,  and  sec- 
ondly, the  powerful  aid  they  eave  in  defeating 
the  veterans  of  Europe  before  i\ew  Orleans,  and 
saving  that  city  from  their  bloody  grasp;  il,  I 
say,  they  have  forgotteu  all  these  noble  feelings, 
and  those  scenes  ot  danger  and  of  glory,  and  are 
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DOW  unwillinjf  to  sopport  that  Government  that 
has  brought  them  to  a  sale  and  honorable  peace, 
then  indeed  I  shall  stand  condemned  before  them, 
and  be  permitted  to  retire;  but.  sir,  1  shall  retire 
with  a  conscience  undisturbed.     1  am  not,  how- 
ever,  to  be  driven  from  a  discharge  of  my  duty 
by  such  threats.     My  conduct  shall  be  judged  of 
by  a  gallant  and   intelligent    people,    on    whose 
magnanimity  and  ju>iice  1  shall  rest  my  defence, 
1  shall  now  proceed,  sir,  to  a  brief  examination 
of  the  subject  before  the  Committee,  and  aUo  an- 
swer some  of  the  arguments  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.     Taxation  will  always  be  unpleasant 
to  a  free  people,  unless  you  can   show  them  that 
the  tax  IS  necessary,  either  to  support  the  public 
faith  and  credit  of  the  nation,  or  to  vindicate  its 
honor  and  promote  the  internal  resources  of  the 
country;  show  them  this,  honestly  and  candidly 
point  It  out  to  them,  aod  my  word  for  it  they  will 
always  pay  cheerfully  any  reasonable  tax  imposed 
upon  ihem.     These  incentives  and  those  objects 
of  American  interest  and  honor  are.  in  my  opin- 
ion, in  bright  review  before  us.     But  why,  sir, 
are  we  referred  to  the  history  of  '9S  as  a  case  in 
point?     Although  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  has  learnedly  narrated 
the  history  of  those  times,  and  given  you  a   lu- 
minous display  of  his  political  career,  yet  he  has 
not  thought  proper,  at  least  on  this  occasion,  to 
show  that  they  are  at  all  analogous.     Sir,  what 
is  the  real  history  of  that  eventful   period?     It 
was  this,  sir,  France  was  then  struggling  for  her 
liberty  against  all  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe, 
with  England  at  their  head,  and   strange  to  tell, 
but  il  18  nevertheless  the  fact,  that  the  then  Ad- 
ministration of  this  country  was  also  inclined  to 
go  with  the  royal  corps  to  strangle  and  destroy 
the  infant  Republic  of  France,  then   in  its  cra- 
dle !     The  hue  and  cry  was  accordingly    raised 
against  France.     British  pirates  and  j-hips-of-war 
were  capturing  our  merchantmen  daily,  without 
much   noise  having   been   made  about  it.     The 
French  pirates  began  to  think  they  might  as  well 
participate  in  the  plunder  of  American  commerce 
as  the  British — they  also  captured  some.  Nothing 
DOW  but  war  with  the  Directory  of  France  would 
do.     Taxes  were  imposed,  and  a  large  standing 
army  was  created.     Now,  sir,  the  people   of  this 
country  knew   that   this  pretext  would   not  do. 
The   American    citizens  had   not  forgotten    the 
debt  of  gratitude  they  owed  the  people  of  France, 
for  nobly  aiding  them  in   the  sacred  struggle  for 
their  independence;  this  was  yel  fresh  in  their 
minds.     The  nation,  therefore,  could  not  have 
been  dragged  into  such  a  war.     Besides,  sir,  your 
citizens  Knew  that  the  Directory  of  France  at 
that  time  had  too  much  power  to  contend  against 
at  home,  to  send   anything  like  a  force  to  meet 
the   American  armies.     Then,   sir,    it   was   not 
against  the  expenses  of  supporting  an  army  your 
citizens   complained  ;    it   was  the   mere  pretext, 
without  a  just  foundation;  and  against  the  ex- 
treme impolicy  of  waging  such  a  war.  the  people 
of  this  country  entered  their  solemn  protest  ;  and 
with  these  measures,  together  with  the  Sedition 
Law,  fell  the  AdmiDisiraiioa  that  gave  them  birth. 


Sir.  what  is  now  the  situation  of  the  country  ? 
We  are  not  now  to  meet  a  debt  created  for  the 
purpose  of  going  to  war.  No.  sir.  It  is  a  large 
and  accumulated  debt  for  being  actually  engaged 
in  a  state  of  war.  No  pretext  here.  It  is  in 
large  round  numbers.  I  shall  not  now  stop  and 
inquire  whether  it  was  a  just  or  unju>t  war.  it 
is  sufficient  for  my  purpo.se.  that  it  was  declared 
by  the  proper  and  Constitutional  authorities  of 
the  empire, aod  we  are  uow  called  upon  to  make 
ways  and  means  for  the  discharge  of  the  expense. 

Some  gentlemen  think  that  the  customs  ari- 
sing from  tonnage  will  be  sufficient  to  extinguish 
the  debt  in  eighteen  or  twenty  years;  others 
speak  of  borrowing  money  to  pay  the  interest. 
The  last  expedient  I  cannot  think  it  would  be 
wise  to  a4opt.  A  nation  never  can  do  well  that 
has  to  borrow  money  in  time  of  peace.  Instead 
of  diminishing  the  public  debt  it  is  adding  more 
to  it.  As  to  the  revenue  arising  from  commerce 
I  think  well  of  it.  But  1  really  do  not  think  it 
just  that  the  consumer  should  literally  pay  the 
whole  debt  of  the  nation.  Besides,  sir,  1  do  not 
view  it  now  as  altogether  a  certain  revenue.  It 
depends  too  much  on  the  winds  and  tides,  and 
the  good  understanding  of  those  nations  with 
whom  we  have  intercourse.  All  may  be  dashed 
from  us  in  a  moment,  and  left  in  the  forlorn  situ- 
ation we  found  ourselves  in  the  year  1812.  when 
war  was  declared,  and  not  a  cent  in  your  Treas- 
ury,—  indeed,  upwards  of  a  million  short  in 
meeting  the  current  expenses  of  that  year.  Are 
gentlemen  prepared  to  fall  back  to  such  a  state  of 
things?  Will  such  a  course  enable  us  manfuUf 
to  meet  the  crisis,  at  no  great  distance,  1  fear. 
will  burst  upon  us  ? 

But,  sir,  is  it  not  known  that  the  mercantile 
world  is  at  this  moment  inundated  with  a  vast 
importation  on  hand?  Perhaps  there  has  been 
within  these  ten  months  more  goods  imported 
than  there  may  be  for  two  years  to  come  ;  and, 
looking  at  the  present  posture  of  affairs  with  the 
Old  World,  I  consider  this  revenue  too  precarious 
to  depend  alone  on  it  for  the  support  of  a  great 
and  growing  nation,  and  particularly  to  pay  off 
large  war  debts  in  due  time.  I  am,  sir,  for  find- 
ing out  ways  and  means  to  discharge  this  debt  in 
our  own  times,  and  not  saddling  posterity  wiih 
it.  You  perceive  from  this  sentiment,  that  I  do 
not  adopt  the  principle  that  "  a  public  debt  is  a 
public  blessing."  The  debts  we  incur,  either  by 
errors  or  judicious  acts,  let  us  provide  for  the 
payment  of  within  a  reasonable  time.  Let  the 
heirs  receive  the  inheritance  without  encum- 
brance, and  the  world  will  pronounce  you  wise 
and  just. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  sura  we  have  to  provide 
for;  the  old  and  new  debt  amounts  to  nearly 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  doll-irs. 
From  the  Treasury  report  it  appears  that  there 
will  be  demands  on  that  Department  for  the  sum 
of  842.884,269.  comprehending  the  gross  amount 
of  the  arrearages  of  the  War  Department,  and 
for  the  whole  of  the  floating  debt  for  the  year 
1816.  To  meet  this,  the  revenue  that  will  prob- 
ably  accrue  for  that  year,  uking  into  view  the 
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r^dt^ioD  of  th#  direct  tax.  and  the  abolition  of 
Sv^mWoiher  duCes.  will  amount  lo  839.400,000. 
IfavSg  a  de(ic|t  of  more  than  three  and  a  halt 
milUjos  of  doDFars.  Thus,  sir,  stands  the  ac- 
c.)U^  Notwithstanding  this,  it  is  right  to  abol- 
ish jFine  of  th^  taxes  imposed  by  the  last  Con- 
gfeA  •'that  weri  not  only  unproductive,  but  too 
T'ssive  on  i|idustry  ;  but  what  was  still  naore 
\\ng,  a  tax{on  knowledge. 
k,  sir,  iheie  is  another  strong  reason  why 
^ould  coQtJaue  the  direct  tax  for  one  year  at 
We  do  flot.  we  cannot  see  now  the  full 
of  the  ..debts  against  the  Government, 
y  two  mi^ions  are  to  be  paid  in  Tennessee 
brave  mi^tia  and  volunteers  of  that  State. 
IS  still  ji  larger  >una  in  Kentucky,  and 
jare  considerable  demands  from  every  State 
(e  Union.]  Now,  an  appropriation  of  ten 
IS  of  doU.Srs  has  been  made  ;  but  can  any 
H;il  the  sijm  that  will  be  required  to  meet 
kovisionst^'  those  bil'i  on  your  table,  I  trust 
n-ili^»ass  this  b^sMou  ?  One  of  them  has  already 
pas^*5>  providijig  for  the  pay  of  lost  property 
duri^  the  laie  war,  the  sum  entirely  unknown. 
Tiit^ljill  establi'hing  an  additional  military  acad- 
etny|xind  the  l}ill  for  (he  relief  of  invalids  and 
Re^utionary  joldiers,  if  they  pas.s.  will  require 
^"liitional  .4jm,  which  at  present  is  also  ua- 


an 


I  then.sft-,  in  conscience  vote  against  the 
rfscnnion,  whijn  the  salvation  of  those  meas- 
ureNJruist  in  themselves,  and  necessary,  depends 
mu(*^on  ihe  success  of  the  system  of  revenue 
recoL  jtnended   U[y  the   Committee  of  Ways  and 

Meak  ?  i 

i\WlChairmai»i,  I  shall  rote  against  any  reduc- 
tUJnMf  the  Ariny  at  present,  or  of  the  Navy; 
a^di^hall  no\t  beg  leave  to  examine  this  sub- 
)r  a  moment.  As  ft  regards  the  Array,  I 
conceivt..  that  ten  thousand  regulars  can 
le  dangertjus  to  eight  millions  of  freemen. 
j|y  quesi'ton  is.  is  it  expedient  and  proper 
^^  up  tha,  number  in  time  of  peace?  If 
imine  ihf  affairs  in  Europe,  we  shall  see 
not  settled  in  that  quarter.  If  you  will 
Jt  the  pap»'rs  on  your  table,  lately  received 
ibe  Spaiiiish  Minister,  you  have  (he  best 
IS  that  cjn  be  offered  why  your  present 
pfsbould  ta:  retained.  But  of  this  Spanish 
id  I  shal|  examine  hereafter.  I  consider, 
very  gti?at  saving  to  the  people  to  have 
, limes  a  competent  force  to  be  brought  out 
*|rry  emergency  that  may  happen.  The  voice 
iierience  ,vill  tell  us  that  this  will  be  the 
|st  gam.  |It  never  will  do  in  any  Govern* 
'and  particularly  in  a  free  one,  to  have  peo- 
pled Irofu  their  homes,  from  the  pure  air 
tKewliihale,  an^  be  cooped  up  in  camps  for  two 
or  tr^iiee  month^  wailing  for  the  approach  of  the 
eoeiCT?  *'  was'^ihe  case  at  the  city  of  Norfolk 
^iidS^sewherefdunn^  the  late  war.  And  what 
•^rasStie  sad  consequence?  Thousands  of  the 
traC^^l  and  fini^t  fellows  to  the  world  died  with 
caoiy^  disease  tvithout  ever  seeing  the  enemy. 
Anvai  is  a  faci«  that  more  men  during  the  war 
dieiffif  disease 'and  sickness  than  by  the  sword. 


And  It  will  eternally  be  the  case,  where  (he  yeo- 
manry cf  the  country,  wiihoui  discipline,  be 
obliged  to  be  encamped  for  any  length  of  time. 
It  is  totally  inconsistent  with  their  habits  and 
mode  of  living.  Our  militia,  sir,  are  emphati- 
cally the  bulwark  of  your  liberties;  but  let  your 
armies  be  so  organized,  either  with  regular  troops 
or  militia  previously  (rained  and  disciplined,  and 
somewhat  inured  to  camp  duties,  or  to  wait  for 
the  enemy  and  give  them  the  first  onset,  and 
then  have  your  militia  in  full  vigor  from  their 
homes  brought  into  action,  and  they  will  always 
give  you  a  good  account  of  the  enemies  of  your 
country. 

Let  the  period  of  (heir  call  be  for  a  very  short 
time,  and  the  moment  it  is  out  discharge  them, 
and  have  others  marching  to  (he  tented  field  if 
necessary.  And  I  would  also  wish  to  see  the 
Government  in  funds,  always  to  pay  the  luiiitia 
and  soldiers  the  moment  they  are  discharged.  In 
this  way  you  will  always  have  brave,  practical 
patriots,  and  good  soldiers  to  defend  you  in  times 
of  danger.  Sir,  from  the  extensive  frontier  we 
have  to  guard,  the  numerous  garrisons  we  have 
to  take  care  of.  and  from  the  appearance  of  the 
times,  I  do  humbly  apprehend  that  ten  thousand 
regulars  will  not  be  too  many.  And  I  warn  the 
Government  to  see  speedily  (hat  there  are  (hat 
number  now  in  service.  And  in  case  of  a  defi- 
ciency I  would  have  it  immediately  made  up. 

I  need  not.  sir.  say  anything  in  praise  of  the 
Navy.  It  has  established  its  fame  by  reports 
more  loud  and  effectual  than  anything  we  can 
utter.  It  is  fixed  on  a  basis  as  solid  and  as  dura- 
ble as  the  adamantine  rock.  It  would  be  vain  to 
talk  about  it.  I  shall,  therefore,  be  for  a  gradual 
increase  of  our  navy.  But  not  in  such  manner 
as  would  be  felt  by  (he  people. 

The  present  direct  tax  will  not  be  oppressive 
upon  the  citizen.  A  man,  for  instance,  who  has 
real  estate  to  the  amount  of  S4.000,  will  not  have 
to  pay  more  than  six  or  eight  dollars  per  annum 
to  his  Government.  The  honest  and  industrious 
farmer,  who  has  not  a  vast  quantity  of  out  lands, 
can  never  feel  this  tax — particularly  when  he  re- 
flects that  he  is  contributing  his  share  towards 
the  honor,  dignity,  and  credit  of  his  own  Gov- 
ernment. But,  sir,  this  tax  may  reach  the  great 
nabob  and  speculator,  who  have  monopolized 
large  tracts  of  country,  and  keep  the  same  in  the 
wild  forest,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  particular 
State  in  which  it  may  lie.  and  also  to  the  United 
States.  Such  pressure  I  shall  not  regret,  if  it 
becomes  the  means  of  inducing  those  gentlemen 
to  bring  their  land*,  or  a  part  of  them,  into  mar- 
ket, and  receive  a  just  equivalent  from  those  citi- 
zens disposed  to  purchase,  who  will  at  once  be 
adding  new  strength  and  wealth  to  the  nation. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  briefly  (o  notice  some  of 
the  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Wright.)  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  .♦'rom  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Ki.NG.)  Indeed,  sir,  I  merely  intended  to  reply 
to  ray  worthy  friend  from  Maryland  on  yester- 
day, and  to  have  confined  myself  to  the  single 
question  before  the  Committee,  until  I  heard  the 
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gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Kino)  last 
evening.  He,  sir,  has  lit  the  torch,  which  is  now 
in  full"  blaze,  and  will  enable  gentlemen  to  see 
the  line  di>tinclly  drawn  between  us.  and  con- 
duet  them  to  their  proper  Mand.  I  regret  it 
much,  sir ;  for  1  did  felicitate  myself  on  a  very 
harmonious  session.  You  could  not  perceive  the 
first  four  or  six  weeks  we  sat  here,  any  line  of 
distinction,  or  any  party  feeling  among  us.  Gen- 
tlemen from  all  sides  of  the  House  independently 
supported  measures  according  to  their  best  iudg- 
ment,  regardless  of  party.  But  unfortunately  the 
mask  is  now  thrown  off.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  however,  must  know  (hat  we  shall 
not  shrink  from  an  investigation  of  the  course 
the  Administration  has  pursued,  and  to  justify 
the  war  and  the  measures  that  were  adopted. 

It  seems  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (.Mr.  Wright)  is  opposed  (o  all  taxation, 
and  would  have  the  Government  rely  on  tonnage 
altogether.  1  believe,  sir,  the  gentleman  is  sin- 
cere in  his  project,  and  it  will  do  very  well  so 
far  as  it  goes.  But  it  is  sufficiently  evident  that 
it  is  too  small  and  too  uncertain  to  meet  the  pres- 
ent exigencies  of  the  Gk)vernment.  I  listened 
to  the  gentleman's  sf>eech  with  much  pleasure. 
It  was  to  be  sure  learned,  so  much  so,  that  I 
could  not  for  my  life  comprehend  all  of  it ;  par- 
ticularly where  he  wishes  that  the  Presidential 
election  was  over  a  month  ago.  Now.  sir,  what 
has  this  election  to  do  with  the  question  before 
us?  1  presume  very  little.  As  a  member  of 
this  Hnuse,  I  conceive  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it.     That  great  and  important  election  is,  I  trust, 


the  true  causes  which  led  to  the  burning  of  the 
Capitol  of  this  empire.     He  will  observe,  on  that 
dark  picture,  a  strong  and  violent  opposition  in 
this  House  against  the  war,  of  which  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  took  a  distinguished  piut.     Their 
eloquence,  no  doubt,  had  some  effect  on  the  peo- 
ple in  those  regions,  but  it  had  little  in  the  West, 
When  he  contemplates  this,  let  him  take  a  view 
of  the  conduct  of  his  own  dear  Governor  Strong, 
who   refused    to  obey   the   calls  of  the    General 
Government,  in  times  of  peril  and  danger,  in  call- 
ing out  the  honest  and  brave  yeomanry  of  Mas- 
sachusetts in  defence  of  their  country.     Let  him, 
then,  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  Hartford  Convention. 
When    the    honorable    gentleman   is   tired   with 
these  scenes.  I  would   then  call  his  attention  to 
the  affair  at  dueensiown.     Here  he  will  witness 
the  militia  of  New  York  contending,  on  Consti- 
tutional ground,  and  actually  disputing  the  poiot, 
in   sight  of  the  enemy,  whether  it  was  right  to 
kill  a  British  soldier  on  this  side  of  the  line  or  on 
the   other.     These  sad   occurrences,  during   the 
war.  led  to  some  fatal  disasters;  and  was  it  not 
for  the  bright  side  of  the  picture,  which  1  will 
now  present  to  him.  they  might  have  proved  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  this  country.     1  know 
the  gentleman  delights  to  contemplate  this  side 
occasionally,  for  he  has  more  than  once  compli- 
mented my  friend,  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  for 
which  I  tender  him  ray  thanks.     The  honorable 
gentleman   will    perceive,  that    notwithstanding 
the  apathy  the  British  found  in  the  people  in  this 
quarter,  the  moment  they  saw  the  Capitol  of  the 
empire  in  flames,  their  soil  invaded  by  the  mod- 


to  be  left  to  better  judges  than  the  honorable  gen-    em  barbarians  of'  Europe,  that  moment  they  rose 


tieman  and  mysell — to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Much  has  been  said  about  my  honorable  friend 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  having  snuffed  the 
carnage  at  Waterloo.     This  has   been  repeated 
often.     But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Kino)  now  says,  he  lit  a  torch 
there.     Sir,  the   honorable   gentleman  certainly 
has,  as  he  stated,  learned  a  sad  and  melancholy 
lesson   at  the  sight  of  that   place.     He  saw  the 
combination  of  a  number  of  petty  tyrants  united 
to  put  down  a  great  one.     They  have  succeeded,  \ 
and   I  lament  the  result.     And  it  seems  that  my 
worthy  friend  is  of  opinion   that  France  is  down 
never   to  rii'e  again.     I  differ  with   him    in   (his 
se«iiment.    Sir,  the  blood  of  Marshal  Ney  is  now 
reeking  before   high    Heaven,  calling  aloud  for 
vengeance,  and  it  will  fall  most  assuredly,  sooner 
or  later,  on  the  heads  of  those  who  have  perpe- 
trated that  foul  deed.     The  honorable  gentleman 
to  whom  I  have  so  often  referred  has  charged  my 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  of  having  been 
accessary  before  the  fact  in  burning  your  Capi- 
tol.    Sir,   that  gentleman   stands   in  need  of  no 
encomium  from  me.     His  eminent  services  lo  his 
country,  and  his  undeviating  patriotism,  have  for- 
ever endeared   him  to  his  countrymen.     But  as 
the  honorable  member  from  MasMtchusetts  (old 
you  he  looked  much  on  the  dark  side  of  the  pic- 
ture, permit  me  again  to  draw  your  attention  fur- 
ther lo  that  gloomy  side,  and  perhaps  he  will  see 


m    their  majesty.     What   is  the  fact?     Sir,  the 
very  people  who  were  panic-struck,  running  from 
the  bloody   plains  of  Bladensburg  to  Montgom- 
ery Courthouse,  were  found  in  a  few  weeks  after 
with  their  neighbors  manfully  defending  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  meeting  the  British  in  open  fight, 
and  leaving  their  chief  to  bite  the  ground.    Need 
I  conduct  the  gentleman   to  the  scene  at  New 
Orleans  ?     Or  remind  him  of  the  empty  boasts  of 
Cockburn  thtit  he  would  eat  his  Christmas  din- 
ner in  that  city?     Sir,  they  expected  ihis  as  a 
sure  prize.     Indeed    I   have   been  told  that  (hey 
were   prepared  to  colonize  that  country.     How 
great  must  have  been  their  disappointment !    The 
eighth  of  January  will  be  remembered  by  them 
as  long  as  they  are  a  nation,  and  1  hope  in  God 
It  will  be  celebrated   by  us  as  an  annual   day  of 
grand  jubilee.      They    were   beat   and    literally 
mowed  down.     Never,  in  the  annals  of  warfare, 
was  it  yet  known,  such  a  prodigious  slaughter  on 
one  side,  and  so  little  on  the  other.     Sir,  the  hero 
Jackson  was  there.     But,  much  as  he  is  eDtitled 
to  ihe  just  plaudits  of  his  country,  and  the  admi- 
ration of  posterity,  yet  there  is  a  youth  of  whom 
little  has  been  said  in  this  place,  who  ought  to 
share  largely  in  the  glory  of  that  day— I  mean 
the  bold   and   intrepid   youth.  General  William 
Carroll,  of  Nashville.     Sir.  it  is  tny  firm  belief. 
that  it  was  him  and   the   brave  volunteers  and 
militia  from  the  State  of  Tennessee  who  saved 
your  city  from  the  grasp  of  the  invading  foe,  and 
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►  country  f^orn  ruin  and  disgrace.  The  event 
not  be  otherwise,  for  we  had  Providence  on 

ide.  An^  this  youth,  who  has  the  fire  and 
gi-fcs  of  a  B(^flaparte.  and  the  unerring  firmness 
of  ^Jackson.knever,  I  beliere,  in  his  short  but 
5icji)us  career,  has  once  failed  in  any  enterprise 
be^ts  underigiken.  I  hope,  therefore,  without 
dc^piDg  the  Committee  with  a  particular  review 
pi  jRe  noble  ajid  glorious  deeds  of  valor  achieved 
jjyffs  own  countrymen  at  the  battles  of  Bridge- 
mm^-:  and  Chippewa,  the  honorable  gentlenoan 
wijl^be  cooteifted   to    let  his  gloomy  side  of  the 


introduced  the  topic,  however  grateful  to  my 
feelings,  had  not  the  example  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rajcdolf^h)  pre- 
sented the  opportunity.  I  return  the  Committee 
my  sincere  thanks  for  the  polite  attention  with 
which  I  have  been  honored.  1  shall  now  hasten 
to  a  close. 

The  wish  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Clay)  expressed,  that  New  Spmin 
could  be  free,  has  been  much  sneered  at  in  this 
House.  Sir.  I  am  one  who  most  cordially  join 
him  in  that  wish.     And  1  hope  that  day  is  not 


re   be  et«jrnaliy  shaded  by  the  brilliant  and  j  very  distant  when  that  country  shall  be  free  and 


independent. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  people  whom  1  have 
the  honor  of  representing  did  not  murmur  about 
the  payment  of  taxes.  It  is  notorious  they  did 
not.  But  they  complained  of  the  inequality  of 
vour  direct  tax,  and  well  and  justly  they  might, 
Mr.  Chairman.  Many  of  them  were  paying 
fifty-six  and  sixty  cents  to  the  hundred  while  the 
people  of  the  rich  and  opulent  county  of  David- 
son were  paying  not  more  than  twenty  cents.  I 
khall  further  look  into  this  matter  durin<'  the 
present  session,  and  see  whether  there  cannot  be 
a  more  effectual  remedy  applied  than  heretofore. 
I  came  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  support  the  just 
views  and  measures  of  «n  Administration  whom 


JUS  deeds  .of  the  late  war 
»e  gentleij^ian  wishes  that  every  freeholder 
le  Union  •vas  furnished  with  a  copy  of  ihe 
il  report  yi  the  Treasurer.  Sir,  I  join  him 
Js  respect*  And  I  shall  certainly  endeavor 
to  I^ke  it  knc^wn  among  my  constituents.  They 
wij*5e€  morf  clearly  from  this  very  able  report 
th*-.%bsolute  ijecessity  of  adopting  the  measure 
oo**,  under  c-;nsideration.  But  the  gentleman 
cotPfclains  tha^  our  late  Commissioners  of  Peace 
bayl  not  aitefided  sufficiently  to  the  interest  of 
ihiDsheries  it^  the  treaty.  Sir.  if  that  treaty  bad 
poRieen  signv-d  at  that  juncture  of  time,  I  ask 
ycKn  what  siuation  would  the  gentleman's  fish- 
er^fc  and  hisf  constituents  beat  this  moment? 
In^<;ad  of  attending  to  complaints  of  this  kind, 
w  ■  " 

uu 

H 
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I  believe  to  be  virtuous  and  upright,  and  while 

ould   noi^  be  probably  engaged    in  finding  '  under   this    impression.   1  can    never  abandon  a 

ew  waysjand  means  of  taxation  to  support  i  course  which  I  most  solemnly  consider  to  be  the 

f*erful  arjny,  at  the  head  of  whicli  General  t  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interest,  honor,  and 

l^'fon,  I  havji  no  doubt,  would   have  celebrated  I  prosperity  of  this  nation. 

'rat  day  of*  May  (after  bis  victory  at  Orleans)  I       I  ask  again,  sir,  what  is  our  situation  with  Spam 
the  citizens  ot  Quebec.     I  humbly  conceive,  i  at  this  moment  ?     Look  at  the  correspondence  on 
^fore,  that^  the  honorable  gentleman  has  no  f  your  table  between  the  Minister  of  that  country 
grounds  lA"  complaint  against  the  Commis-    and    your  Secretary  of  State  and    you  will  pet- 
ers for  lli«   treaty   they  did   make.     On  the  |  ceive  the  position  assumed.    Wtiat  does  the  Span- 
ish Minister  demand,  sir  ?    Why.  that  you  should 
give  up  part  of  your  territory  without  discussion 
as  a  preliminary  to  future  negotiation,  and  more- 
over that  the  raising  of  men  in  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky   to  join    the    patriots    lo    New  Spain 
should  be  immediately  prohibited.     Sir,  I  would 
be  the   la.st  man  in   this  House  to  treat  foreign 
Ministers  with  disresj)€ct  on   this  floor.     But  I 
must  be  permitted  to  assure  the  House  and  the 
nation  that  the  information  the  gentleman  has 
received  as  it  respects  the  raising  of  men  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee  is  not  correct,  and   1   believe 
1  might  vouch  for  Kentucky  also.     Sir,  the  peo- 
ple of  Tennessee  are  too  patriotic  to  join  in  any 
crusade  against  the  laws  of  the  United  Statev. 
They  will  not  do  it.     But  make  it  legal  for  them 
to  co-operate  with  the  patriots,  and,  my  word  for 
it,  they  will   soon  give  you  a  good   account  of 
their  enemies.     Sir,  as  a  strong  proof  of  their  at- 
^  tachment  to  their  country,  what  was  their  con- 
cky,  but  this  I  will  say.  that  to    duct  towards  the  celebrated  Burr  when  he  was 


for  lli« 
fj^ry  he  aijd  his  people  owe  them  a  debt  of 
^al  gratitude,  the  chief  of  whom  (Mr.  Bav- 
•j  I  regret  ;is  no  morel  I  was  delighted  the 
|C  day  to  fcear  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
p  Randolph)  pronounce  such  an  eloquent 
jium  on  » the  memory  of  that  great  man. 
^'it  does  h4nor  to  Ins  heart  to  speak  in  such 
,J^  of  his  i|id  and  powerful  antagonist,  with 
wl'.^  he  had  ho  wield  the  sword  of  argument  so 
oflfB  in  this  House.  That  great  man,  sir,  was 
thXiiiride  antj  boast  of  the  American  name  at 
4ic|&'  and  abi^d,  although  he  was  a  Federalist. 
AJ-f  as  long  ^s  the  eloquent,  patriotic,  and  ac- 
coii^lished  statesman  is  estimated  among  man- 
ki'  Li,  his  nan:^  will  be  cherished  and  respected 
by.  t|ie  latest  gjpneration  of  iiis  countrymen.  Sir, 
,1  V  4\  not  .say  »vith  the  honorable  gentleman  from' 
=Vt,  ;;Jinia,  (Mri  Randolph.)  that  he  would  give 
all, '06  glory  .Scquired  in  the  late  war  to  restore 
th  ;^iife  of  ihje  celebrated  and  much  lamented 
Di  hes,  of  Ke|uu 

ha  11^  met  witl^  the  late  and  much  esteemed  Com- 
fli'>>ioner  in  t^is  place  now,  to  have  an  opportu- 
,oi«;^  of  returning  to  him  ray  sincere  acknowl- 
^dfgients  for  |iis  friendship  to  me,  certain  1  am 
ih,  iWi  would  liave  been  the  greatest  gratification 
1  *ifr  can  eniLy  on  this  side  of  the  grave.    I  bes 


among  them  endeavoring  to  raise  men  for  some 
illegal  purpose  ? — we  cannot  now  call  it  treason- 
able ; —  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States 
has  settled  that  question.  But,  sir,  he  used  all 
his  eloquent  address  to  procure  men  in  that  State, 
and  I  pray    you    how   many    followed    him?     I 


J>a  |m,  sir,  foil  this  digression ;  I  should  not  have  1  believe  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty,  and  these 
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were  principally  boys.  And  those  very  boys,  so 
soon  as  they  began  to  suspect  his  designs,  in- 
stantly deserted  him.  Sir.  you  need  have  no  ap- 
prehension of  treason  in  that  quarter.  One  word 
more,  and  I  have  done.  What  would  gentlemen 
have  contributed  to  have  saved  this  country  from 
the  disgrace  of  Hull's  surrender  and  the  burning 
of  yonder  Capitol  ?  Sir.  for  myself,  I  declare,  in 
the  presence  of  this  House  and  ray  God,  that  I 
would  rather  see  the  littJe  property  I  h  ive  scat- 
tered before  the  winds  of  Heaven  than  experience 
such  another  shock. 

When   Mr.   R.  had  concluded.  Mr.  Calhoun 

rose. 

Mr.  Calhoun  commenced  his  remarks  by  ob- 
serving, that  there  were  in  the  aflairs  of  nations, 
not  less  than  that  of  individuals,  moments,  on  the 
proper  use  of  which  dej)ended  their  fame,  pros- 
perity and  duration.  Such  he  conceived  to  be 
the  present  situation  of  this  nation.  Recently 
emerged  from  a  war,  we  find  ourselves  ui  posses- 
sion of  a  physical  and  moral  power  of  great  mag- 
nitude ;  and,  impressed  by  the  misfortunes  which 
have  resulied  from  the  want  of  forecast  hereto- 
fore, we  are  disposed  to  apply  our  means  lo  the 
purpo>es  most  valuable  to  the  country.  He  hoped 
that,  in  this  interesting  situation,  we  should  be 
guided  by  the  dictates  of  truth  and  wisdom  only  ; 
that  we  should  prefer  the  lasting  happiness  of  our 
country  to  its  present  ease — its  security  to  its 
pleasure — fair  honor  and  reputation  to  inglorious 
and  inactive  repose. 

We  are  now  called  on  to  determine  what  amount 
of  revenue  is  necessary  for  this  couolry  in  time 
of  peace.  This  involves  the  additional  question, 
What  are  the  means  which  the  true  interests  of 
this  country  demand  7  The  princi|)al  expense  of 
our  Government  grows  out  of  measures  neces- 
sary for  Its  defence;  and,  in  order  to  decide  what 
those  measures  ought  to  be,  it  will  be  proper  to 
inquire  what  ought  to  be  our  policy  towards  other 
nations,  and  what  will  probably  be  theirs  towards 
us?  He  intentionally  laid  out  of  consideration 
the  financial  questions  which  some  gentlemen 
had  examined  in  the  debate;  and  also  the  ques- 
tion of  retrenchments,  on  which  he  would  only 
remark  that  he  hoped,  whatever  of  economy  en- 
tered into  the  measures  of  Congress,  they  would 
be  divested  of  the  character  of  parsimony. 

Beginning  with  the  [>olicy  of  this  country,  it 
ought,  he  said,  to  correspond  with  the  character 
of  Its  political  institutions.  What,  then,  is  their 
character?  They  rest  on  justice  and  reason. 
Those  being  the  loundations  of  our  Government, 
its  policy  ought  to  comport  with  them.  It  is  the 
duty  of  all  nations,  especially  of  one  whose  insti- 
tutions recognise  no  principle  of  force,  but  appeal 
to  virtue  for  their  strength,  to  act  with  justice 
and  moderation — with  moderation  approaching 
to  forbearance.  In  all  possible  conflicts  with  for- 
eign Powers,  our  Government  should  be  able  to 
make  it  manifest  to  the  world  that  it  has  justice 
on  its  side.  We  should  always  forbedr,  il  possi- 
ble, until  all  should  be  satisfied  that  when  we  take 
up  arms  il  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  conquest,  but 
to  raaintaia  our  essential  rights    Our  Govern- 


ment, however,  is  also  founded  on  equality.     It 
permits  no  man  to  exercise  violence:   it  permits 
none  lo  trample  on  the  rights  of  his  fellow-citizen 
with  impunity.     These  maxims  we  should  also 
carry   into  our  intercourse  with  foreign  natioDs; 
and.  as  we  render  justice  to  all.  so  we  should  be 
prepared  lo  exact  it  from  all.     Our  policy  should 
not  only  be  moderate  and  just,  but  as  high-mioded 
as  it  is  moderate  and  just.     This,  said  Mr.  C, 
appears  to  me  the  true  line  of  conduct.     In  the 
policy  of  nations,  said  he.  there  are  two  extremes: 
one   extreme   m    which  justice  and   moderation 
may  sink  into  feebleness;  another,  in  which  that 
lofty  spirit  which  ought  to  animate  all  nations, 
particularly  free  ones,  may  mount  up  to  military 
violence.     These  extremes  ought  to  be  equally 
avoided;   but.  of  the  two.  he  considered  the  first 
far    the    most    dangerous  —  far    the    most    fatll. 
There  were,  he  said,  two  splendid  examples  of 
nations  which  had  ultimately  sunk  by  military  vi- 
olence :  the  Romans  in  ancient  time — the  French 
in  modern.     But,  how  numerous  were  the  instao- 
ces  of  nations  gradually  sinking  into  noihingt>ess 
through  imbecility  and  apathy  !     They  have  not, 
indeed,  struck   the  mind  so  forcibly  as  the   in- 
stance just  mentioned,  because  they  have  sank 
ingloriou.sly,  without  anything  in  their  descent  lo 
excite  either  admiration  or  respect.     I  consider 
the  extreme  of  weakness  not  only  the  most  dan- 
gerous of  iiseii",  said   Mr.  C,  but  as  that  extreme 
to  which  the  people  of  this  country  are  peculiarly 
liable.     The  people  are  indeed  high-minded,  and 
therefore  it  may  be  thought  my  fears  are  unfound- 
ed.    But,  they  are  blessed  with  much  happiness 
moral,  political,  and  physical ; — these  operate  on 
the  dispositions  and  habits  of  this  people,  with 
something  like  the  effects  attributed  to  Southern 
climates  :  they  dispose  them  to  pleasure  and  inac- 
tivity, except  m  pursuit  of  wealth.     I  need  not 
appeal  to  the  past  history  of  the  country  ;  to  the 
indisposiiion  of  this  people  to  war,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government,  arising  from  the 
nature  of  our  habits,  and  the  disposition  to  pur- 
sue those  courses  which  contribute  to  swell  onr 
private  fortuoe>.     We  incline,  not  only  from  the 
causes  already  mentioned,  but  from  the  nature  of 
our  foreign  relations,  to  that  feeble  policy,  which 
I  consider  as  more  dangerous  than  the  other  ex- 
treme.    We  have,  it  is  true,  dangers  to  appre- 
hend from   abroad,  but   thev  are  far  off.  at  the 
distance  of  three  tiiousand  miles,  which  prevents 
that  continued  dread  which  they  would  excite  if 
in  our  neighborhood.     Besides,  we  can  have  no 
foreign  war  which  we  should  dre:id.  or  ought  to 
fear  to  meet,  but  a  war  with  England  ;  but  a  war 
with  her  breaks  in  on  the  whole  industry  of  the 
country,  and  affects  all  lis  private  pursuits.     On 
this  account  we  prefer  suffering  very  great  wrongs 
from  her,  rather  than  to  redress  them  by  arms. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asked,  if  the 
country  did    forbear  till  it  fel'    disgrace,  whose 
fault  was  it?     Nut,  lie  said,  that  of  the  adminis- 
trations of  Washington  and  Adams;  for  neither 
of  them  had  left  it  so.     A  few  words,  said  Mr.  C, 
on  this  point.     The  fault  was  principally  in  nei- 
ther of  our  several  Administrations— in  neither 
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ittiad  beco|ne  ignominious,  and  until  we  had 
■ivcelv  ihe  iibility  to  defend  ourselves.  The  gen- 
tl  |naQ Tronri  Pennsylvania  further  said,  if  peace 
Iv  ifi  not  bee^  made  when  it  was,  we  should  not 
i^  lie  been  hfre  deliberating  at  this  time.     This 


!  been  h^re  deliberalii 
rtiuQ  is  ;1d  awful  one, 
on  the  V(<rge  of  ruin,th( 
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It  true.  If  the  nation 
on  ttie  v/rge  oJ  rum, thedefects  which  brought 
[o  that  situation  ought  to  be  known,  probed, 
correct*  d,  even  if  they  rose  out  of  the  Con- 
ilioD.  Hut,  Mr.  C.  said,  it  is  an  assertion  that 
[ht  not  \.V  be  iignily  made.  The  effects  are 
jgeroud  ;  jfor  what  man  hereafter,  with  such 
(sequenced  before  his  eyes,  would  venture  to 
|pose  a  wlr?  It  such  were  the  admitted  fact, 
iture  en»^v  would  persist  in  war,  expecting 
countryiio  sink  before  his  efforts;  his  arms 
lid  be  si4eled,  his  exertions  nerved  against  us. 
\e  positio^  was.  jn  every  view,  one  of  such 
igerous  [faring  on  the  future  relations  of  the 
ictry.  thai  it  ought  not  to  be  admitted  without 
strongesjl  proof.  What,  said  Mr,  C,  was  the 
?  What*  liad  been  the  progress  of  events  for 
»}|ew  raontjis  preceding  the  termination  of  the 
wlr?  At  Hahimore.  at  Platisburg,  at  New  Or- 
'^is,  the  invaders  had  been  signally  defeated:  a 
spirit  vias  diffused  through  the  whole  mass 
ihe  comn^unlty.  Can  it  be  believed,  then,  that 
tb&  Governi|ient  was  on  the  verge  of  dissolution  ? 
I  ^,  »-ir ;  U  I  ever  stood  firmer  on  its  basis  than  at 
\  a»t  momer  t.  It  was  true,  indeed,  we  labored 
l^^er  great*  difficulties ;  but  it  is  an  observation 
de  by  a  s  alesman  of  great  sagacity,  (Edmund 
rke,)  whan  Pitt  was  anticipating  the  downfall 
(  .^France,  ijirough  her  finances,  that  an  instance 
;  «ol  to  belound  of  a  high-mmded  nation  sink 
i^ijf  under  |iaancial  difficulties.  And  it  would 
i^e  been  ixeraplified  in  our  country,  had  the 
*ir  continifed.  Men  on  all  sides  began  to  unite 
^defence  (If  the  country  ;  parties  in  this  House 
'^an  to  rally  on  this  point;  and.  if  the  gentle- 
n  from  Pennsylvania  had  been  a  member  at 
t  iirae,  hi;  also,  from  what  he  has  said,  would 
^ve  taken,  thai  ground.  The  gentleman  had 
liten  a  post  loa  on  this  point  as  erroneous  as  it 
^s  dangerous  ;  and.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  thought 
;i»p€r  thusMo  notice  it. 

i^As  a  profit,  said   Mr.  C,  that  the  situation  of 

countrv    naturally   inclines  us  to  too  much 

bleness  rliher  than  too  much  violence,  I  refer 

the  fact,  |hat  there  are,  on  this  floor,  men  who 

entirely, opposed  to  armies,  to  navies,  to  every 

ans  of  defence.     Sir,  if  their  politics  prevail, 

couniry.will  be  disarmed,  at  the  mercy  of  any 

eign   PoVer.     On   the  other  side.  sir.  there  is 

i  excess  ol  military  fervor,  do  party  inclioiDg 


lyjor  R.       I 

o^ihe  two  g|eat  parties.  It  arose  from  the  indis- 1  to  military  despotism  ;  for,  though  a  charge  of 
pjllliUion  i)f  i^.e  people  to  resort  to  arms,  from  the  '  such  a  disposition  has  been  made  by  a  gentleman 
f^jpon  alreatly  assigned.  It  arose  also  from  two  in  debate,  it  is  without  the  shadow  of  foundation, 
iifcidental  cfrcumstances — the  want  of  prepara-  j  What  is  the  fact  jn  regard  to  the  Army?  Does 
t/j;.  and  th^  untried  cliaracler  of  our  Govern- |  it  bear  out  his  assertion  ?  Is  it  even  proportion- 
i»;(yit  in  wan  But,  there  were  other  circumstan-  i  ally  larger  now  than  it  was  in  1801  and  1802,  the 
cti  connected  wit'i  the  party  to  which  the  gen- 1  period  which  the  gentleman  considers  a;  the 
tur&ian  belcjigs.  which  caused  the  country  to  ,  standard  of  political  perfection?  It  was  then 
fOjear  too  ?jng.  That  [larty  took  advantage  of  [about  four  thousand  men;  it  was  larger  in  pro- 
tlS  indisposition  of  the  people  to  an  English  war,  j  portion  than  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  would 
*rT  P.""***^'**^  "P  ^^^  advantages  of  peace,  when  ,  now  be.     The  charge  of  a  disposition    to   make 

this  a  military  Government,  exists  only  in  the 
imaginations  of  gentlemen  ;  it  cannot  be  sup- 
ported by  facts;  it  is  contrary  to  proof  and  to 
evidence. 

Having  dismissed  this  part  of  the  subject,  Mr. 
C.  proceeded  to  consider  another  part  of  it,  in  his 
opinion,  equally  important,  viz:  What  will  be 
the  probable  policy  of  other  nations?  With  the 
world  at  large,  said  he,  we  are  now  at  peace.  I 
know  of  no  nation  with  which  we  shall  probably 
come  into  collision,  unless  it  be  with  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Spam.  With  both  of  these  nations  we 
have  considerable  points  of  collision.  I  hope  this 
country  will  maintain,  in  regard  to  both  of  them, 
the  strictest  justice  ;  but  with  both  these  nations 
there  is  a  possibility,  sooner  or  later,  of  our  being 
engaged  in  war.  As  to  Spain  I  will  say  noth- 
ing, because  she  is  the  inferior  of  the  two,  and 
those  measures  which  apply  to  the  superior  pow- 
er, will  include  all  the  inferior.  I  shall  consider 
our  relations,  then,  with  England  only. 

Peace  now  exists  between  the  two  countries. 
As  to  its  duration  I  will  give  no  opinion,  except 
that  I  believe  the   peace  will  last  the  longer  for 
the  war  which  has  just  ended.     Evidences  have 
been  furnished,   during  the  war.  of  the  capacity 
and  character  of  this  nation,  which  will  make  her 
indisposed   to  try  her  strength  with   us  on  slight 
grounds.     But,   what  is  the  probable  cour.se  of 
events  respecting  the  further  relations  between 
the  two  countries?     England   is  the  most  formi- 
dable Power  in  the  world — she  has  the  most  nu- 
merous army  and   navy  at  her  command.     We, 
on  the  contrary,  are  the  most  growing  nation  on 
earth;  most  rapidly  improving  in  those  very  par- 
ticulars   in    wbich    she   excels.      This  question, 
then,  presents  itself:  will  the  greater  Power  per- 
mit the    less  to  attain  its  destined   greatness  by 
natural  growth,  or  will  she  take  measures  to  dis- 
turb It  ]    Those  who  know  the  history  of  nations 
will  not  believe  that  a  rival  will  look   unmoved 
on  this  prosperity.     It  has  been  said,  that  nations 
have   heads,   but   no  hearts.     Every   statesman, 
every  one  who  loves  his  country,  who  wishes  to 
maintain   the  dignity  of  that  country,  to  see  it 
attain   the  summit  of  greatness  and   prosperity, 
regards  the  progress  of  other  nations  with  a  jeal- 
ous eye.     The  English  statesmen    have  always 
so  acted.     I  find  no  fault  with  them  on  that  ac- 
count, but  rather   to  point  it  out  as  a  principle 
which  ought  also  to  govern  our  conduct  in  regard 
to  them.     Will  Great  Britain  permit  us  to  go  on 
in  an  uninterrupted  march   to  the  height  o\   na- 
tional greatness  and  prosperity  ?    I  fear  nut.    But, 
admitting  the  councils  on   that  side  of  the  water 
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to  be  governed  by  a  degree  of  magoantmity  and 
justice,  the  world  has  never  experienced  from 
them,  and  I  am  warranted  in  saying  never  will, 
may  not  some  urifore^een  collision  involve  you 
in  hostilities  with  Great  Britain  ?  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  have  said,  that  there  are  points 
of  difference  with  thai  nation,  (existing  prior  to 
the  war.)  which  are  yet  unsettled.  I  grant  it.  If 
such,  then,  be  the  fact,  does  it  not  show  that 
points  of  collision  remain;  that,  whenever  the 
same  condition  of  the  world  that  existed  before 
the  war  shall  recur,  the  same  collisions  will  prob- 
ably take  place?  If  Great  Britain  sees  the  op- 
portunity of  enforcing  the  same  doctrines  we 
have  already  contested,  will  she  not  seize  it  ?  Ad- 
mitting thiscountry  to  maintain  that  policy  which 
it  ought;  that  its  councils  be  governed  hy  the 
most  perfect  justice  and  moderation,  we  yet  see, 
said  Mr.  C,  that,  by  a  difference  of  views  on  es- 
sential points,  the  peace  between  the  two  nations 
is  liable  to  be  jeopardized.  1  am  sure  that  future 
wars  with  England  are  not  only  nos.^ible.  but  I 
will  say  more,  that  they  are  highly  probable — 
nay,  that  they  will  certainly  fake  place.  Future 
wars,  I  fear,  with  the  honorable  Speaker,  future 
wars,  long  and  bloody,  will  exist  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain — I  lament  it — but  I 
will  not  close  my  eyes  on  future  events — I  will 
not  betray  the  high  trust  reposed  in  me — I  will 
speak  what  I  believe  to  be  true.  You  will  have 
to  encounter  British  jealousy  and  ho-^tiliiy  in 
every  shape,  not  immediately  manifested  by  open 
force  or  violence,  perhaps,  but  by  indirect  attempts 
to  check  your  growth  and  prosperity.  As  far  as 
they  can,  they  will  disgrace  everything  connf-cted 
with  you  ;  her  reviewers,  naragraphisis,  and  trav- 
ellers, will  assail  you  and  your  institutions,  and 
no  means  will  be  left  untried  to  bring  you  to 
contemn  yourselves,  and  be  contemned  by  others. 
I  thank  my  God,  they  have  not  now  the  means 
of  effecting  it  which  they  once  had.  No;  the 
late  war  has  given  you  a  mode  of  feeling  and 
thinking  which  forbids  the  acknowledgment  of 
national  inferiority,  that  first  of  political  evils. 
Had  we  not  encountered  Great  Britain,  we  should 
not  have  had  the  brilliant  points  to  rest  on  which 
we  now  have.  We.  too.  have  now  our  heroes 
and  illustrious  actions.  If  Britain  has  her  Wel- 
lington, we  have  our  Jacksons,  Browns,  and 
Scotts.  If  she  has  her  naval  heroes,  we  have 
them  not  less  renowned,  for  they  have  snatched 
the  laurel  from  her  brows.  It  is  impossible  that 
we  can  now  be  degraded  by  comparisons  ;  I  trust 
we  are  equally  above  corruption  and  intrigue; 
it  only  remains,  then,  to  try  the  contest  by  U)rce 
of  arms. 

Let  us  ^ow,  said  Mr.  C,  consider  the  measures 
of  preparation  which  sound  policy  dictates.  First, 
then,  as  to  extent,  without  reference  to  the  kind  : 
They  ought  to  be  graduated  by  a  reference  to  the 
character  and  capacity  of  both  countries.  Eng- 
land excels  in  means  all  countries  that  now  exist, 
or  over  did  exist;  and  has,  besides,  great  moral 
resources — intelligent  and  renowned  for  mascu- 
line virtues.  On  our  part  our  measures  ought  to 
correspond  with  that  lofty  policy  which  becomes 
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freemen  determined  to  defend  our  rights.  Thus 
circumstanced  on  both  sides,  we  ought  to  omit  no 
preparation  fairly  in  our  means.  Next, as  to  the 
species  of  preparation,  which  opens  subjects  of 
great  exttnt  and  importance.  The  Navy  most 
certainly,  in  any  point  of  view,  occupies  the  first 
place.  It  is  the  most  .^afe,  most  effectual,  and  the 
cheapest  mode  of  defence.  For,  let  the  fact  be 
remembered,  our  navy  costs  less  per  man,  includ- 
ing all  the  amount  oi  extraordinary  expenditures 
on  the  Lakes,  than  our  army.  This  is  an  impor- 
tant fact,  which  ought  to  be  fixed  in  the  memory 
of  the  House;  for,  if  that  force  be  the  most  effi- 
cient and  safe,  which  is  at  the  same  time  the 
cheapest,  on  that  should  be  our  principal  reliance. 
We  have  heard  much  oi  the  danger  of  standing 
armies  to  our  liberties — the  objection  cannot  be 
made  to  the  Navy.  Generals,  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, have  often  advanced  at  the  head  of  armies 
to  imperial  rank  and  power;  but  in  what  instance 
had  an  Admiral  usurped  on  the  liberties  of  his 
country?  Put  our  strength  in  the  Navy  for 
foreign  defence,  and  we  shall  certainly  escape  the 
whole  catalogue  of  possible  ills,  painted  by  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side.  A  naval  power  attacks 
that  country,  from  whose  hostility  ali.ne  we  have 
anything  to  dread,  where  she  is  most  assailable, 
and  delends  this  country  where  it  is  weakest. 
Where  is  Great  Britain  most  vulnerable?  In 
what  point  is  she  most  accessible  to  attack  7  In 
her  commerce — in  her  navigation?  There  she 
is  not  only  exposed,  but  the  blow  is  fatal.  There 
is  her  strensth  ;  there  is  the  secret  of  her  power. 
Here,  then,  if  ever  it  become  neces^ary,  you  ought 
to  strike?  But  where  are  you  most  exposed? 
On  the  Atlantic  line — a  line  so  long  and  so  weak 
that  you  are  peculiarly  liable  to  be  assailed  in  it. 
How  is  it  to  be  defended?  By  a  navy,  and  by  a 
navy  alone  can  it  be  efficiently  defended.  Let 
us  look  back  to  the  time  when  the  enemy  was  in" 
possession  of  the  whole  line  of  the  seacoast, 
moored  in  your  rivers,  and  ready  to  assault  you 
at  every  point.  The  facts  are  too  recent  to  re- 
quire to  be  painted.  I  will  only  generally  state 
that  your  commerce  was  cut  up  ;  your  specie  cir- 
culation destroyed  ;  your  internal  communication 
interrupted  ;  your  be>t  and  cheapest  highway  be- 
ing entirely  in  possession  of  the  enerny;  your 
ports  foreign,  the  one  to  the  other ;  your  Treasury 
exhausted  in  merely  defensive  preparations  and 
militia  requi>itions ;  not  knowing  where  you 
would  be  as.sailed,  you  had  at  the  same  moment 
to  stand  prepared  at  every  point.  A  recurrence 
of  this  state  of  things,  so  oppressive  to  the  coun- 
try in  the  event  of  another  war,  could  be  pre- 
vented only  by  the  establishment  and  mainte- 
nance of  a  sufficient  naval  force.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  had  thought  proper  to  press  this  point  thus 
strongly,  because,  though  it  was  generally  as- 
sented to  that  the  Navy  ought  to  be  increased,  he 
found  that  assent  too  cold,  and  the  approbation 
bestowed  on  it  too  negative  in  its  character.  It 
ought,  it  is  said,  to  be  gradually  increased.  If  the 
Navy  is  to  be  increased  af  all,  let  its  augmenta- 
tion be  limited  only  by  your  ability  to  build, 
officer,  and  man.     If  it  is  the  kind  of  force  most 
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o-^,  -nd  a}  the  same  time  the  most  eflBcient  to  |  know  that  I  utter  truths  unpleasant  to  those 

0  f^rd   against  foreign  invasion,  or  repel  foreign  i  wish  to  enjoy  liberty  without  making  the  efforts 
a  t^ression,  *ou  oug^t  to  put  your  whole  force  on    necessary  to  secure  it.     Her  favor  is  never  won 

1  ll  sea  sid'e>    It  is°cstiraated  that  we  have  in  our    by  the  cowardly,  the  vicious,  or  indolent.     It  has 


g  sea  siae/    _ 
tf)*jntry   ei^ty    thousand   sailors.     This    would 
ijible    us  w  man  a  considerable  fleet,  which,  if 
ll  directed,  would  <;ive  us  the  habitual  com- 


'*ii   aireci^, 
jiind  on  o^r 
ilw,  so  dciir; 
■Ithout   dL^ 


been  said  by  some  physicians  that  life  is  a  forced 
state  ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  freedom.  It  re- 
quires efforts  ;  it  presupposes  mental  and  moral 
coast — an  object,  in  every  point  of  j  qualities  of  a  high  order  to  be  generally  diffused 
irable.  Not  that  we  ought,  hastily,  i  in  the  society  where  it  exists.  It  mainly  stands 
.^  preparation,  under  present  circum-  :  on  the  faithful  discharge  of  two  great  duties 
nces  bui|d  a  lar;:;e  number  of  vessels;  but  we  !  which  every  citizen  of  proper  age  owes  the  Re- 
'<Tht  to  cc^nraence  preparation,  establish  docks,  |  public  :  a  wise  and  virtuous  exercise  of  the  right 
'°ect  tim^r  and  naval  stores,  and,  as  soon  as  ;  of  suffrage,  and  a  prompt  and  brave  defence  of 
raateriCs  are   prepared,  we  ought   to   com-  j  the  country  in    the   hour   of  danger.     The  first 

symptom  of  decay  has  ever  appeared  in  the  back- 
ward and  negligent  discharge  of  the  latter  duty. 
Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  historians 
and  orators  of  antiquity  know  the  truth  of  this 
assertion.  The  least  decay  of  patriotism,  the  least 
verging  towards  pleasure  and  luxury,  will  there 
immediately  discover  itself  Large  standing  and 
mercenary  armies  then  become  necessary  ;  and 
those  who  are  not  willing  to  render  the  military 
service  essential  to  the  defence  of  their  rights. 


nee  building  to  the  extent  which  I  have  men- 
ned.  If  iinyihing  can  preserve  the  country  in 
most  imminent  dangers  from  abroad,  it  is  this 
^cies  of  aAiiament.  If  we  desire  to  be  free  from 
Jure  war;*  as  I  hope  we  may,  this  is  the  only 
^y  to  effect  it.  We  shall  have  peace  then,  and 
Aiat  is  oPstill  higher  moment,  with  perfect  se- 
ity.         !  j 

In  regara  to  our  present  Military  Establish- 
nf,  Mr.^C.  said,  it  was  small  enough.     That 
ml  the  fionorable  Speaker  had   fully  demon- 
frated  :  it'^vas  nut  suflBciently  large  at  present  to 
j^cupy  all  ^ur  fortresses.     Gentlemen  had  spoken 
'A  favor  ofjthe  militia  and  against  the  army.     In 
^gard  to  ^le  militia,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would  go  as 
ir  as  anytgentleman.  and  considerably  farther 
jan  those 'ivoulJ  who  are  so  violently  opposed  to 
irsmall  alray.    I  would  not  only  arm  the  militia. 
It  I  wouil   extend   their   term  of.  service,  and 
..ake  them  efficient.     To  talk  about  the  efiBciency 
I  militia  called  into  service  for  six  months  only, 
*  to  impo4  on  tbe  people  ;  it  is  to  ruin  them  with 
Ise  hope?;     I  know  the  danger  of  large  stand- 
g  armie?-"  said  Mr.  C.     I  know  the  militia  are 
e  true  fcrce  ;  that  no  nation  can  be  safe  at  home 
d  abroaij  which  has  not  an  efficient  militia; 
t  the   tifiie  of  service  ought  to  be  enlarged,  to 
able  thefi  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  duties 
the  cami,  to  let  the  habits  of  civil  life  be  broken, 
or   thou|h  militia,   freshly    drawn    from    their 
omes,  m&V,  in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm,  do  great 
rvice,  as#i  New  Orleans;  in  general  they  are  not 
,*ilculated:for  service  in  the  field,  until  time  is 
iilowed  f'^r  them  to  acquire  habils  of  discipline 
.  d  suboi^inaiion.     Your  defence  ought  to  de- 
end,  on  t^e  land,  on  a  regular  draught  from  the 
ody  of  thw'  people.     It  is  thus  in  time  of  war  the 
usiness  of  recruiting  will  be  dispensed  with — a 
•^ode  of  defending  the  country  every  way  uncon- 
genial wi>-;i  our  Republican  institutions — uncer- 
wiin  slowjn  its  operation,  and  expensive,  it  draws 


soon  find,  as  they  ought  to  do,  a  master.  It  is  the 
order  of  nature,  and  cannot  be  reversed.  This 
would  at  once  put  an  adequate  force  in  your 
hands  and  render  you  secure.  I  cannot  agree 
with  those  who  think  that  we  are  free  from  dan- 
ger, and  need  not  prepare  for  it,  because  we  have 
no  nation  in  our  immediate  neighborhood  to 
dread.  Recollect  that  the  nation  with  whom  we 
liave  recently  terminated  a  severe  conflict,  lives 
on  the  bosom  of  the  deep;  that,  although  three 
thousand  miles  of  ocean  intervene  between  us, 
she  can  attack  you  with  as  much  facility  as  if 
she  had  but  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  over  land  to  march.  She  is  as  near 
you  as  if  she  occupied  Canada,  instead  of  the 
islands  of  Great  Britain.  You  iiave  the  power  of 
assailing  as  well  a»  being  assailed  ;  her  provinces 
border  on  our  territory  ;  the  dread  of  losing  which, 
if  you  are  prepared  to  attack  them,  will  contri- 
bute to  that  peace  which  every  honest  man  is 
anxious  to  maintain  as  long  as  possible  with  that 
country. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  a  point  of  less  but  yet 
of  great  importance — he  meant  the  establishment 
of  roads  and  opening  canals  in  various  f)arts  of 
the  country.  Your  country,  said  he,  has  certain 
points  of  feebleuess  and  certain  points  of  strength 
about  it.  Your  feebleness  should  be  removed, 
your  strength]  improved.  Your  population  ib 
widely  dispersed  ;  though  this  is  greatly  advan- 
tageous in   one  respect,   that  of  preventing  the 


rom  soci«y  its  worse  materials,  introducing  into  i  country  from  being  permanently  conquered,  it 
^4ur  armyf  of  necessity,  all  the  severities  which  j  imposes  a  great  difficulty  in  defending  vour  ter- 
flre  exerc»ed  in  that  of  the  most  despotic  Gov-  riiory  from  invasion,  because  of  the  difliculiy  of 
^rnment.  t  Thus  compounded,  our  army,  in  a  ;  transportation  from  one  point  to  another  of  your 
reat  degree,  lose  that  enthusiasm  which  citizen-  widely  extended  frontier.  We  ought  to  con- 
oldiers,  cimscious  of  liberty,  and  figlaling  in  de-  |  tribute  as  much  as  possible  to  the  formation  of 
ence  of  i^eir  country,  have  ever  been  animated.  ^  good  military  roads,  not  only  on  the  score  of  gen- 
ii free  n|tions  of  antiquity  intrusted  the  defence    eral  political  economy,  but  to  enable  us  on  emer- 


if  the  coiAitry,  not  to  the  dregs  of  society,  but  to 
he  body  ^f  citizens;  hence  that  heroism  which 
aodern  tfoies  may  admire  but  cannot  equal.    I 


gencies  to  collect  the  whole  mass  of  our  military 
means  on  the  point  menaced.  The  people  are 
brave,  great,   and   spirited ;   but    they   must   be 
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brought  together  in  sufficient  number  and  with  a 
certain   promptitude   to  enable  them  to  act  with 
effect.     The   importance   of  military   roads  was  ! 
well  known  to  the  Romans:  the  remains  of  their 
roads  exist  to  this  day;  some  of  them  uninjured  i 
by  the  ravages  of  time.     Let  us  make  great  per-  , 
mauent  roads,  not  like  the  Romans,  with  views  I 
of  subjecting  and  ruling   provinces,  but  for  the 
more  honorable  purposes  of  defence,  and  connect- 
ing more  closely  the  interests  of  various  sections  . 
of  this  great  country.     Let  any  one  look  at  the 
vast  cost  of  transportation  during  the  war — much 
of  wliich  is  chargeable  to  the  want  of  good  roads 
and  canals — and  he  will  not  deny  the  vast  impor-  ; 
tance  of  a  due  attention  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  another  topic,  the  encour- 
agement  proper   to  be  afforded   to  the   industry  I 
of  the  country.     In   regard   to  the  question   how  j 
far  manufactures  ought   to  be   fostered,  Mr.  C. 
said  it  was  the  duty  of  this  country,  as  a  means 
of  defence,  to  encourage  the  domestic   industry 
of  the  country  ;    more  especially,  that  part  of  it 
which   provides  the  necessary  materials  for  clo- 
thing and   defence.     Let   us  look  at  the  nature  ' 
of   the   war   most   likely   to   occur.     England   is 
in   possession  of  the  ocean.     No  man,  however 
^anguine,  can    believe  that  we  can   deprive  her 
soon  of  her  predominance  there.    That  control  de- ! 
prives  us  of  the  means  of  maintaining  our  Army 
and  Navy  cheaply  clad.     The  question  relating! 
to  manufactures  must  not  depend  on  the  abstract  ' 
principle    that   industry,   left  to  pursue   its  own  , 
course,  will  find   in  its  own   interest  all  the  en- 
couragement that  is  necessary.     I  lay  the  claims 
of  the  manufacturers  entirely  out  of  view,  said  \ 
Mr.  C,  but  on  general  principles,  without  regard 
to  their  interest,  a  certain  encouragement  should 
be  extended,  at  least,  to  our  woollen  and  cotton 
manufactures. 

There  was  another  point  of  preparation  which, 
Mr.  C.  said,  ought  not  to  be  overlooked — the  de- 
fence of  our  coast  by  means  other  than  the  Navy, 
on  which  we  ought  to  rely  mainly,  but  not  en- 
tirely. The  coast  is  our  weak  part,  which  ought 
to  be  rendered  strong,  if  it  be  in  our  power  to 
make  it  so.  There  are  two  points  on  our  coast 
particularly  weak,  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  Chesapeake  bay,  which  ought  to  be  cau- 
tiously attended  to;  not,  however,  neglecting  oth- 
ers. The  Administration  which  leaves  these  two 
points,  in  another  war,  without  fortification,  ought 
to  receive  the  execration  of  the  country.  Look 
at  the  facility  afforded  by  the  Chesapealie  bay  to 
maritime  powers,  in  attacking  us.  If  we  esti- 
mate with  it  the  margin  of  rivers  navigable  for 
vessels  of  war.  it  adds  fourteen  hundred°miles,  at 
least,  to  the  line  of  our  seacoast ;  and  that  of  the 
worst  character,  for,  when  an  enemy  is  there,  it 
IS  without  the  fear  of  being  driven  /rom  it.  He 
has,  besides,  the  power  of  assaulting  two  shores 
at  the  same  time,  and  must  be  expected  on  both. 
Under  s,uch  circumstances,  no  degree  of  expense 
would  be  too  great  for  Us  defence.  The  whole 
margin  of  the  bay  is,  besides, an  extremely  sickly 
one,  and  fatal  to  the  militia  of  the  upper  country. 
How  it  is  to  be  defended,  military  and  naval  men 


will  best  judge,  but  I  believe  that  steam  frigates 
ought  at  least,  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  means; 
the  expense  of  which,  however  great,  the  people 
ought  and  would  cheerfully  bear. 

There  were  other  points,  to  which,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  might  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  bat 
for  the  fear  of  fatiguing  them.     He  would  men- 
tion only  his  views  in   regard  to  our  finance,  as 
connected  with   preparatory   measures.     A  war 
with  Great  Britain,  said  he,  will  immediately  dis- 
tress your  finances,  as  far  as  your  revenue  de- 
pends on   imports.     It  is  impossible,  during  v»<ar, 
to  prepare  a  system  of  internal  revenue  in  time 
to  meet  the  defect  thus  occasioned.     Will  Con- 
gress, then,  leave  the  nation  wholly  dependent  on 
foreign  commerce  for  its  revenues  ?     This  nation, 
Mr.  C.  said,  was  rapidly  changing  the  character 
of  Its  industry.     When  a  nation   is  agricultural, 
depending  for  supply  on  foreign  markets,  its  peo- 
ple may  be  taxed  through  its  impost  almost  to  the 
amount  of  its  capacity.     The  nation  was,  how- 
ever, rapidly  becoming,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
a  manufacturing  nation.     We  find  that  exterior 
commerce  (not  including  the  coasting  trade)  is 
every  day  bearing  less  and  less  proportion  to  the 
entire  wealth  and  strength  of  the   nation.     The 
financial  resources  of  the  nation  will,  therefore, 
daily  become  weaker  and  weaker,  instead  of  grow- 
ing with  the  nation's  growth,  if  we  do  not  resort 
to  other  objects   than  our  foreign   commerce  for 
taxation.     But,  gentlemen  say,  the  moral  power 
of  the  nation  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  and  that 
moral  power  is  inconsistent  with  oppressive  taxes 
on   the   people.     It  certainly  is  with  oppressive 
taxes,  but  to  make  them  so  they  must  be  both 
heavy  and  unnecessary.     I  agree,  therefore,  with 
gentlemen  in  their  premises,  but  not  in  their  con- 
clusion, that,  because  an  oppressive  tax  destroys 
the   whole   moral   power  of  the  country,  there 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  no  tax  at  all.     Such  a  con- 
clusion is  certainly  erroneous.     Let  us,  said  Mr. 
C,  examine  the  question,  whether  a  tax  laid  for 
the  defence,  security,  and  lasting  prosperity  of  a 
country,  is  calculated  to  destroy  the  moral  power 
of  this  country?     If  such  be  the  fact,  as  indis- 
pensable as  I  believe  these  taxes  to  be,  I  will  re- 
linquish them  ;  for,  of  all  the  powers  of^  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  power  of  a  moral   kind  is  the  most 
to  be  cherished.     We  had  better  give  up  all  our 
physical  power  than  part  with  that.    But,  what  is 
moral  power?     The  zeal  of  the  country,  and  the 
confidence  in  the  administration  o(  its  Govern- 
ment.    Will  it  be  diminished   by   laying  taxes 
wisely,   necessarily,  and    moderately  ?      If  you 
suppose  the   people  intelligent  and   virtuous,  it 
cannot  be  admitted.     But  if  a  majority  of  them 
are  ignorant  and  vicious,  then  it  is  probable  a  tax 
laid  for  the  most  judicious  purpose  may  deprive 
you  of  their  confidence.    The  people,  I  believe, 
are  intelligent  and   virtuous.     The  wiser,   then, 
you  act,  the  less  you  yield  to  the  temptation  of 
ignoble  and  false  security,  the  more  you  attract 
their  confidence.      The  very  existence  of  your 
Government  proves  their  intelligence  ;  for,  let  me 
say  to  this  House,  that,  if  one  who  knew  nothing 
of  this  people   were  made  acquainted   with  its 
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rerniTient'  and  with  the  fact  that  it  had  sus- 
,ed  itself  for  thirty  years,  he  would  know  at 


osophers  to  the  fictions  of  the  poets.    They  agree 

that  pleasure  is  a  flowery  path  leading  off  among 
groves  and  meadows,  but  ending  in  a  gloomy  and 
dreary  wilderness;  that  it  is  the  syrenV  voice, 
which  he  who  listens  to  is  ruined  ;  that  it  is  the 


-e  that  litis  was  a  most  intelligeut  and  virtu- 
J  people,  i  Convince  the  people  that  measures 

.m.     Alrouytneygo    H,        y     ifevermeav     into  a  swine.     This   is   the   language  of  fiction, 
te  thTsS  ;!'..  t'^^^^^^^^  ---  teaches  the  same.     I.  is  my  w.h  to  elevate 

fjiby  speecTes^her^^^     Are  any  w.llmg  to  lull  the    the  natmnal  sentiment  to  thai  which  every  jusi 

.^.._l.    '...In    /a  lea     CPr 


l>oplp  info  false  security  ?     Can  they  withdraw 
4Jir  eyes  fiom  facts  menacing  the  prosperity,  it 
2i|  the  existence  of  the  nation  ?     Are  they  will- 
to  inspire  them  with  sentiments  injurious  to 


%l 


ir  lasiiDg;peace  and  prosperity 

^ffbe  subjeiri  is  grave.     It  is  connected  with  the 

*'  ppine^s  afd  existence  of  the  country.     I  do 

>st  sincert  ly  hope  that  this  House  are  the  real 

nts  of  iKe  people.     They  are  brought  here, 

to  consiilt  their  ease  and   convenience,   but 

jir  general  defence  and  common  welfare.   Such 

he  langupse  of  the  Constitution. 

have  fai)hfully,in  the  discharge  of  the  sacred 

in  me  by  those  forwhom  lact. pointed 

ion  and  rela- 

ecessary  for 
They  involve 
(C\  doubt  mpch  expense;  they  require  considera- 
te^ sacrifice;!  on  the  part  of  the  people;  but  are 
'(*ty  on  thtt  account  to  be  rejected? 


We  are 


and  virtuous  mind  possesses.  No  effort  is  needed 
here  to  impel  us  the  oppo>ite  way  ;  that  also  may 
be  but  too  safely  trusted  to  the  frailities  of  our 
nature.  This  nation  is  in  a  situation  similar  to 
that  which  one  of  the  most  beautiful  writers  of 
antiquity  paints  Hercules  in  his  youth:  He  rep- 
resents the  hero  as  retiring  into  the  wildernes  to 
deliberate  on  the  course  of  life  which  he  ought 
to  choose.  Two  Goddesses  approach^- d  him  ;  one 
recommending  to  him  alifeot  ease  and  plfa>ure  ; 
the  other  of  labor  and  virtue.  The  hero  adopted 
the  counsel  of  the  Utter,  and  his  fame  and  glory 
are  known  to  the  world.  May  this  nation,  the 
youthful  Hercules,  possessing  his  form  and  mus- 
cles, be  inspired  with  similar  sentiments  ami  fol- 
low his  example  ! 

[Mr.  Rakdolph  had  spoken  before  in  thia  debate, 
but  the  length  ef  hia  first  sp«cch,  which  conlinued 
three  days,  and  which  it  would  take  more  than  a  week 
to  write  off  from  the  reporlcr'e  brief  notes,  prevenU  its 


?fis  true  hiJt  on   the  oiher   the  security  of  the    to  Mr.  C4lhod!..] 

JLntry.     We  may  dispense  with  the  taxes;  we        Mr.  Randolph  said,  as  the  gentleman   from 

^*  ^        ■  t  _f       _.-«... .linn         anft 


TV      We  may  dispense  witn  me  taxes;  wc        .»ii.   ^^ai-.^"'-' •■--•-;  - g, ...-.-..._..   .  -  — 

ii^v  neffleci  every  measure  of  precaution,  and    South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  had  done  him 
Sfl  no  imr|,ed.ate  disaster;  but  in  -~^  -  — '    •^°  '—  '"  ^^^  —  ..len.ion  to  hi.  orevious 


such  a  siate 
citizen,  but 


t1  things  w^at  virtuous,  what  wise 
lat  must*look  on   the  future  with    dread.     I 
ow  of  n^  situation  so  responsible,  if  properly 


jiisidered.  «s  ours.  We  are  charged  by  Provi 
f^ce  not  cinly  with  the  happme^s  of  this  great 
^•id  risin*  >people,  but  in  a  considerable  degree 
illh  ihaiV  the  human  race.  We  have  a  Gov- 
V.ment  of>i  new  order,  perfectly  distinct  from 
n|  which  hi*s  ever  preceded  it.  A  Government 
jnded  onJthe  rights  of  man,  resting  not  on  au- 
liority,  not;on  prejudice,  not  on  superstition,  but 
■json.  Ifni  succeed,  as  fondly  hoped  by  its 
jnder?.  it'will  be  the  commencement  of  a  new 
CM  in  humjin  affairs.     All  civilized  Govertiments 


the  honor  to  pay  some  attention  to  his  previous 
remarks,  he  would  show  his  respect  for  him  by 
explaining  in  this  w.iy,  after  he  had  taken  his 
seat,  rather  than  in  interrupting  him  whilst  he 
was  on  the  floor.  The  genileman  had,  by  his 
speech,  much  as  (Mr.  R.  said)  he  had  bffore  re- 
spected his  talents  and  principles,  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  increase  the  respt-ct  he  enter- 
tained for  his  abilities,  and  inlregrity,  and  for  the 
principles  by  which  he  was  govt-rued.  I  sut>- 
scribe,  continued  .Mr.  R.,  in  the  abstract  to  his 
principles.  I  was  not  bred  in  the  grovelling  school 
he  reprobates;  I  know  the  value  of  the  moral 
power  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina—and if  I  had  been  permitted  by  the  .>tate  of 
•  .        i  ^  -  1- _  I  I — I  ..-■ 


8t"inThTco'u"r"e  of  time  conform  to  its  princi-  |  my  healih,  when  on  a  former  occasion  I  had  ex 
es      Thul  circumstanced,  can  you  hesitate  what  1  hausted   my  powers   by  an   eflort   greater   than  I 
.urse  to  cioose  ?     The  road  that  wisdom  points.  1  had  supposed  them  capable  of— if  I  had  been  per 
ids  It  is  true  up  the  steep,  but  leadi  also  to  se-  >  mitted   to  continue  my  rambling   discourse,   the 

rity  and  lasting  glory.     No  nation,  that  wants  j  gentleman  would  have  seen  that  1  have  the  same 


ite  fortitu|e  to  tread  it,  ought  ever  to  aspire  to 
<^eatness.  J  Such  ought  and  will  certainly  sink 
"i|to  the  li;t  of  those'  that  have  done  nothing  to 
fk  known  qr  remembered.     It  is  immutable  ;  it  is 
the  natiare  of  things.     The  love  of  present  ease 
rid  pleasure,  indifference  about  the  future,  that 
fjtal  weakness  of  human  nature,  has  never  failed 
Jj  individuals  or  nations  to  sink  to  disgrace  and 
ijftin.     Onjhe  contrary,  virtueand  wisdom,  which 
^,gard  the»  future,  which  spurn  the  temptations 
i:    ^the  motjient.  however  rugged  their  path,  end 
S  htppinefs.     Such  are  the  universal  sentiments 
■  all  wisewriters.  from  the  didactics  of  the  phil- 


contempt  for  grovelling,  for  all  that  is  mean,  pop- 
ular, and  eleemosynary,  tliatany  gentleman  could 
have  in  this  or  any  other  a.ssembty.  I  never  have 
flattered  the  people,  and  so  help  me  God  I  never 
will.  I  must  say,  in  the  abstract,  I  was  pleased 
with  the  gentleman's  speech,  said  Mr.  R. — but,  I 
have  long  believed  there  was  a  tendency  in  the 
administration  of  this  Government.in  the  system 
Itself  indeed,  to  consolidation,  and  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  have  not  tended  to  allay  any  fears  I  have 
entertained  from  that  quarter.  Make  this  a  simple 
integral  Government,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  1  subscribe 
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lo  the  doctrines  of  the  honorable  gentleman  ;  be- 
cause they  are  drawn  from  the  same  fountain 
from  which  I  have  drawn  my  own  principles. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  wa.s  glad  tosee  that  the  gentleman 
bad  not  raked  in  the  kennels  (he  would  say)  of 
democracy,  for  the  principles  of  which  he  had 
formed  his  political  creed.  But,  Mr.  R.  said, ours 
is  not  an  intt-gral  Government,  but  a  Government 
of  Slates  confederated  together.  He  put  it  to  the 
Committee,  to  the  gentleman  liimstK,  whether 
the  honorable  genilemao's  principles  (which  he 
had  demonstrated  with  an  ability  honorable  to 
tlie  Stale  he  represented,  to  the  House,  and  to 
hirastll)  did  not  go  the  desiruciion  of  the  Stale 
goveriimeiit.s,  Ic  was  not.  Mr.  R.  said,  from  the 
preference  of  present  good  to  a  little  self-denial, 
tliat  he  o|)po»ed  the  system  of  the  gentleman  and 
his  political  Iriends.  I  .-ay,  Mr.  R.  repeated,  that 
these  doctrines  go  to  prostrate  the  State  govern- 
ments at  the  feet  of  the  General  Government.  If 
the  warning  voice  of  Patrick  Henry  had    not  ap- 

Erized  me  long  ago,  the  evt-nis  of  this  day  would 
ave  taught  me  that  this  Constitution  does  not 
comprise  one  people,  but  that  there  are  two  distinct 
characters  in  the  people  of  this  nation.  Mr.  R. 
said  he  had  been  led  heretofore  to  question  whe- 
ther tlie  lact  was  so;  he  now  believed  it  as  much 
as  any  article  of  his  poliiical  creed.  When  speak- 
ing of  the  value  of  our  form  of  Government,  the 
gentleman  might  have  added  to  his  remarks,  Mr, 
R.  said,  that  whilst  in  its  federative  character  it 
was  good,  as  a  consolidated  Government  it  would 
be  baleful ;  that  there  were  features  in  the  Con- 
titutiun  of  the  United  States,  beautiful  in  them- 
selvfs  when  looked  at  with  reference  to  the  fed- 
erative character  of  the  Coosiitutiun,  which  were 
deformed  and  monstrous  when  looked  at  with 
reference  to  consolidation.  The  gentleman  was 
loo  deejily  read  in  Aristotle,  too  well  versed  in 
political  lore,  to  deny  the  fact.  Mr.  R.  said  he 
musi  be  permitted,  he  trusted  in  so  doing  he 
should  noi  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  notice  some  of  the  prominent  positions 
of  the  gentleman. 

The  gentleman  had  set  out  with  observing, 
thai  the  policy  of  this  country  ought  to  corres- 
pond wiih  the  character  of  our  Government ; 
that  that  character  was  distinguished  by  justice 
and  reason,  and  that,  as  we  are  disposed  to  do 
justice  to  all  nations  with  whom  we  have  any 
relation  whatever,  we  ought  to  be  in  a  situation 
to  exact  it.  Granted,  said  Mr.  R.  The  gen- 
tleman also  stated,  that  as  moderation  and  for- 
bearance had  a  tendency  to  degenerate  into  lame- 
ness and  imbecility,  so,  too,  a  domineering  spirit 
niight  end  in  a  military  despotism,  and  inferred 
that  we  were  in  more  danger  from  an  abyss  of 
forbearance,  than  from  any  disposition  to  climb 
the  precipices  of  ambition.  There,  said  Mr.  R., 
I  differ  from  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  must 
give  me  leave  to  say,  that  there  is  in  every  Gov- 
ernment, the  form  of  which  is  free,  a  tendency 
10  exactly  the  reverse;  a  tendency  to  domina- 
tion— tu  ambition,  not  of  dominion  at  home,  but 
among  its  neighbors.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  not 
detain   the  Committee   with  illustrations  of  ibis 


position.     In  popular  Governments,  he  said,  the 
popular  passion    was  for  glory,  show,  sensation, 
eicileraent.    This  it  was  that  made  Pericles,  who 
ought  to  have  been  the  benefactor  of  his  country, 
the  malefactor  of  Athens.     I  too,  said  Mr.  R., 
like   the  gentleman,  entertain  a   respect  for  the 
country  from  which  both  of  us  drew  our  blood; 
and,  when  I  speak  of  the  enormities  committed 
by  the  British  forces  disgraceful  to  the  country, 
enormities,  the  effects  of  which  will  never  be  got 
over,  I  speak  of  her  troops  and  her  Ministry.     I 
cannot  come  to  this  House — I  cannot  go  to  ihe 
hustings,  and  pick  up  a  little  personal  popularity 
at  the  expense  of  truth — of  that  respect  which  I, 
which  every  man  descended  from  her  loins,  must 
bearfor  iheirgreat  progenitors.  Weareto  havefre- 
queni  and  bloody  wars  with  England  ! — I  beliere 
it.  said  Mr.  R. — I  believe  we  are  to  have  frequent 
and  bloody  wars  with  England,  and  that  we  must 
take  means  to  guard  against  the  danger.     Sir,  it 
was  not  one  of  the  least  objections  I  had  to  the  late 
war — and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe,  that  lam  not  disposed  to  rip  up 
old  wounds  and  make  them  bleed  afresh — that  it 
would  lay  the  foundation  of  wars  in  perpetuam, 
between   us   and   that  country.     The  die  is  cast. 
The  course  is  given  lo   the  ship,  and  she  must 
hold  it  on  ;  it  is  not  for  me,  for  you,  sir,  for  a  mil- 
lion of  men  to  change  it.     The  destiny  is  fixed. 
The  die  is  set — a  hue  is  given  to  public  opinion 
on   this  side  the  Atlantic,  confirmed,  indelible; 
and  a  simitar  sentiment  of  hostility  exists  on  the 
other  side.     Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  in  past  days  al- 
ways expressed,  because  he  had  always  fell  as- 
tonishment at  the  prevalence  of  a  spirit  of  hos- 
tility between  two  nations  who  had  so  few  points 
of  actual  collision  :  but,  he  said,  there  was  a  wide 
difference  between  the  stale  of  things  before  and 
after  a  magazine  explodes.     The  explosion   had 
now  taken   place;  and  a  state  of  things  existed 
between  this  country  and  England,  which  puis 
it  in  ihe  power  of  every  demagogue  who  should 
wriggle   liimself  into  the  Presidency,  or  into  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  to  light  the  torch  of  war  be- 
tween us  and  England.     He  knew  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  it.     If  means  were  to  be  taken  to 
defend  the  Chesapeake,  to  defend  New  Orleans, 
to  defend  the  whole  coast  of  the  United  States, 
by  means  commensurate  with  the  national  abili- 
ty, Mr.  R.  said,  he  would   never  go  whining  to 
his  constituents,  and   tell  them   that  they  were 
not  able  to  pay  the  taxes.     They  are  able  to  pay 
taxes,  said  he.     On  whom  do  your  impost  duties 
bear?      Upon  whom   bears  the  duty  on    coarse 
woollen.s,  and  linens,  and  blankets,  upon  salt,  and 
all  the  necessities  of  life  ?     On  poor  me*  and  on 
slaveholders.     When  the  time  arrived,  however, 
Mr.  R.  believed  he  could  demonstrate  that  these 
taxes    were    unnecessary,  even  as    regarded    the 
gentleman's  own  plan  of  defence.     Mr.  R.  was 
for  yielding  lo  the  States  these  direct  taxes,  stamp 
duties,  dec  ,  when  they  are  to  be  laid  at  all.  They 
musi  be  left  lo  the  States,  or  this  consequence 
must  follow,  and  it  was  because  of  that  conse- 
quence that  he  dissented  wholly  from  this  system. 
The  people  would  say,  what !  pay  to  the  General 
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feroment  «  land  tax  yearly,  stamp  taxes,  taxes 
lis,  ihat.hnd  the  other,  and  pay  taxes  on  the 
articlesfoo  to  the  Stale  governments  ?  Yes, 
[Id  be  answered  ; — and.  speaking  of  the  State 
rlwch  he*  belonged,  it  migh:   be  added,  that 
bad  matlaged  their  finances  as  badly  as  those 
[be  Unite}   States  bad   been   managed — they 
gone  onvDcreasing  their  expenditures  with- 
.18  good  *t  reason  as  the  gentleman   had  as- 
Ji*d  in  regard  to  the  expenses  of  this  Govern- 
|t.     The  ;people  will   say,  remarked  Mr.  R., 
[atrick  H*nry  told  you  they  would  sooner  or 
say.  wejcannot  serve  two  masters — we  can- 
^n4  worship  (pod  and  Mammon — we  cannot  have 
Governrjeots  grinding  us,  when  one  would 
rer.  &c.  (  This  was  the  point  to  which  the 
iment  of  fhe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
^ssarily  lid. 

standing  army,   it  seemed  to  he  admitted, 
•'S  110'  what  we  wanted,  but  a  naval  force.     Of 
Jwfjt  value,  Cor  instance,  would  be  even  a  large 
'm^.tary  fore*,  for  the  defence  of  the  country  on 
►fahores  of^the  Chesapeake  alone,  cut  up  as  it 
ft  into  an<  hundred   (he  was  going  to  say  a 
isand)    peninsulas — contaming    not,    as    the 
[teman   calculated,  one  thousand  four    hun- 
miles  o^seacoast,  and  that,  as  he  had  said, 
le  worst  jor  us  and  the  best  for  an  enemy  in 
[world,  buf  comprising  more  seacoast  than  the 
^le  sea-Iit^e  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  R.  said 
|iad  lakei^l  the  trouble,  on  a  late  occasion,  to, 
te  a  calculation  of  the  length   of  that  coast 
[Virginia  IJalone,  in  the  presence  of  a  gentle- 
from    \  assachusetts.   who   was  of  opinion 
that  Stilte  had  a  greater  seacoast  than  Vir- 
a  ;  it  apjfcared,  on  examination,  that  the  sea- 
It  of  Virginia  considerably  more  than  doubled 
of  Masiachuselts.     He  said,   therefore,  cut 
is  the  country  of  the  Chesapeake  is,  with  bold 
deep  riv*  rs,  whal  figure  would  ten  thousand 
make   ic\  defending   it,  the  enemy  being  in 
iession  ol'ihe  water  7    And  if  we  had  the  com- 
tht^Chesaipeake,  what  should  we  want 
le  min  onshore?     If  we  could  beat  our 


pt'^lvessio 

ySqa  the 


The  honorable  gentleman  would  indeed  effect  a 
great  object  if  he  would  establish  a  system  of 
retrenchment  and  reform  in  the  different  depart- 
ments. When  I  speak  of  them,  said  Mr.  R.,  I 
do  not  allude  tothe  particular  men  now  in  power — 
I  fly  at  no  such  ignoble  quarry— I  allude  to  the 
habits  of  this  Government.  A  man,  inferior  in 
point  of  ability  to  none  in  this  country,  said  to 
me  on  a  late  occasion — a  man  too  who  rarely 
says  that  which  he  is  not  prepared  to  execute 
and  do — that,  let  the  money  supposed  to  be  in 
the  posses-sion  of  the  different  departments  of  the 
Government,  be  actually  there,  lie  would  take 
two  millions  of  dollars  from  the  Treasury,  a  pro- 
portion of  it  from  every  fund,  and  would  defy  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments  to  know,  not  who 
took  the  money,  but  whether  any  was  gone. 
This  is  the  present  state  of  accountability,  said 
Mr.  R.,  and  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  or  his  political  Iriends,  will  give 
us  a  system  of  rigorous  accountability,  and  pre- 
vent that  system  of  plunder  which  has  been  going 
on  for  some  time — as  to  the  plunderers  of  the 
public,  Mr.  R.  said,  be  met  them  on  the  avenue 
as  familiarly  as  the  lords  in  England  are  said  to 
meet  the  blacklegs  at  the  gaming  table — he  saw 
them  rising  from  nothing  by  the  stilts  of  fat  con- 
tracts into  sumptuous  palaces  ; — if  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  devise  a  rigorous 
system  of  accountability,  it  would  give  Mr.  R. 
much  better  heart  to  vote  with  him.  But  he 
could  not  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  his  views  on  the  first  principles  of  po- 
litical  wisdom,  which  he  had  imbibed  at  borne 
at  a  lime  when  that  gentleman  had  scarcely  ever 
turned  his  mind  to  polittcsat  all — he  meant  those 
which  respected  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 
If  the  gentleman  took  that  key  in  his  hand,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  would  unlock  his  political  conduct. 
It  was  his  policy,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  stick  to  the 
States  in  contests  arising  between  them  and  the 
General  Government — to  the  people  in  all  colli- 
sions between  them  and  the  Government,  and 
between    the   popular    branches  and    unpopular 


my  out  ci'  that  great  sea — for  it  is  a  Mediter-    branch  of  the  Government — he  was  wrong,  how 


lean 
Ch 


sea-rwe  do  not    want  the  army  f/uoad 


^hesapetke. 
r.  R.  f^d  1 


he  understood  the  honorable  gen- 
lan  to  saj^  that  he  would  go  into  a  great  and 
(oediaie  ricrease  of  uur  naval  means,  not  by 
tding  shi*)s  out  of  green  timber,  but  by  provi- 
everyt^ing  necessary  for  a  great  marine. 
ill  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
permit  |ae.  said  Mr.  R.,  to  tell  him — I  do  it 
jh  the  miist  perfect  respect — that  with  what- 
s^^^ver  sentii^ents  he  may  go  into  this  business. 
1 


{] 
cj 


ions 


econ*s  i.'i  the  end  nothing  better  than  a  great 
7  He  n^ay  vote  the  money  as  a  patriot,  if  he 
ows  thatSvole  through  all  ihedifft-rent  ramifi- 
of  it*  execution,  he  will  find  it  in  sinecure 
tten  timber;  he  will  find 
eceived  from  the  Treasury 
ibe  pavj^  agent  of  the  Government,  and  he 
I  find  It  Jvaid  with  the  left  hand  into  the  pocket 
he  samtJ  agent — that  virtuous  man  will  not 
his  left  hind  know  what  bis  right  hand  doeth. 


[kets,  or  ^iven  for  rot 
•y  the  rigfit  hand  rec« 


ever,  he  said,  to  call  it  unpopular ;  for,  unfortu- 
nately.  its  popularity  was  that  which  gave  to  it 
an  irresistible  weight  in  this  House  and  in  this 
nation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R..  the  gentleman  has  met  this 
question  manfully.  Shall  I  be  pardoned  if  I  say 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  handled  the  ques- 
tion in  a  way  very  different  from  that  in  which 
it  was  handled  by  the  gentleman  who  preceded 
him  ?  There  is  no  more  a  popular  than  a  royal 
road  to  mathematics.  As  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  presented  the  question  to  the 
House,  they  and  the  nation  cannot  have  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  deciding  whether  they  will 
give  up  the  Slates  or  not;  whether  they  will  in 
fact  make  this  an  elective  monarchy.  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether  or  not  we  are  willing  to  become 
one  great  consolidated  nation,  under  one  form  of 
law;  whether  the  Slate  governments  are  to  be 
swept  away  ;  or  whether  we  have  still  respect 
enough  for  those  old   respectable   institutions  to 
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regard  their  integrity  and  preservation  as  a  part  I  see  in  this  very  feature  of  the  gentleman's  sys- 

of  our  policy?     1,  for  one,  said  Mr.  R.,  cling  to  tern  the  same  danger  to  the  State  confederacies 

em,  because-in  clinging  to  them,  I  cling  to  my  as  I  see,  sir,  in  the  whole  speech  of  the  honorable 

iuntry  ;  because  I  love' my  country  as  I  do  my 


gentleman. 

Mr.  R.  then  took  his  seat,  and  Mr.  Rosa 
spoke  against  the  continuation  of  the  tax,  when, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tccker,  the  House  adjourned. 


policy 
th 

country  ,  .  . 

immediate  connexions;  for  the  love  of  country 
18  nothing  more  than  the  love  of  every  man  for 
his  wife,  child,  or  friend.  I  ant  not  for  a  policy 
which  must  end  in  the  destruction,  and  speedy 
destruction,  too.  of  the  whole  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments. 

The  gentleman  liad  represented  this  country 
as  contending  with  Great  Britain  for  existence. 
Could  the  honorable  gentleman,  or  any  other 
man,  Mr.  R.  asked,  believe  that  we  would  ever 
have  a  contest  with  any  nation  for  existence? 
No.  said  Mr.  R.,  we  hold  our  existence  by  char- 
ter from  ihe  great  God  who  made  this  world  ;  we 
h 

ou 

not    .  ... 

self  to  one  who  understands  these  distinctions 
We  do  not  hold  our  right  to  physical   being  or 

political  freedom  by  any  tenure  from  Europe  or  .  ^^j  Metin^,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  oa 
any  power  of  Europe  ;  yet  we  hold  our  tenure  of  ^^^^^^^  ^^^j^,^^  manufactured  within  the  United 
civil  liberty  by  a   precarious  tie,  which  must  be 


Thursday,  February  1. 
Mr.  Brooks  presented  the  petition  of  Ab- 
igail O'Flyng,  praying  that  land  warrants  may 
be  issued  to  her  for  the  services  of  her  husband 
and  three  sons,  as  soldiers  of  the  Army  ;  wbicb 
warrants  are  withheld  because  her  said  husband 
was  '■  over  age,"  her  son  Edmund  "  under  age," 
and  her  sons  Patrick  and  Elijah,  in  consequence 


Claims. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 


broken;  for.  from  the  disposition  to  follow  the 
phantom  of  honor,  or  from  another  cause,  this 
country  is  lairly  embarked  in  a  course  of  policy 
like  that  which  is  pursued  by  other  governments 
in  Europe.     Finding  weakness  coming  on  him, 


Slates;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject 
of  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  29ih  of  January,  to  lavesiigaie  the 


Mr.  R.  said,  though  he  had  much  to  say,  he  would    J^^j^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^g^^^^,  p^^^  (^^^  Department 


endeavor  to  gasp  out  another  sentiment,  and  be 
done.     It  was  this: 

The    gentleman    from   South    Carolina    had 

[>ointed  to  the  consequences  of  a  war  with  Eng- 
and,  which  grew  out  of  a  war  with  England 
alone,  exposing  the  coa«ts  of  our  own  country, 
and  even  our  firesides  to  destruction,  threatening 


were  granted  power  to  send  lor  persons  and 
papers. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Xaverio  Nandi,  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  ''directing  a 


weigh,  and  to  deeply  weigh,  on  the  minds  of  this 
House,  and  ought  ihey  not  to  have  done  before 
the  war  with  that  Power,  the  issue  of  which, 
according  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  them- 
selves, only  went  to  prove  that  we  have  the  ca- 
pacity to  defend  ourselves;  that  we  couli,  to  use 
a  term  which  ought  never  to  have  been  used  on 
this  floor,  be  kicked  into  a  war.    The  view  which 


passed. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  revenue  subject. 

Mr.  Tucker  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  be  without  an  apology 
for  troubling  the  Committee  with  my  remarks  on 


he   honorable  gentleman  took  of  this   subject,    the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
aid  Mr.  R..  was  single  and  complete.     He  would    and  in  support  of  the  propriety  of  retaining  a  part 

1  of  the  direct  tax,  if  it  was  not  afforded  by  the  divi- 
!  sion  which  exists  in  the  State  which  1  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  in  relation  to  that  im- 
portant subject.     Thus  circumstanced,  however, 
I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  while  I  sub- 


t 

have  roads,  he  said,  but  for  military  purposes; 
he  would  encourage  manufactures,  too.  not  for 
the  reason — and  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  it,  for 
it  IS  a  reason  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  not 
weigh  with  any  man  of  sense — not  lor  the  rea- 
son of  the  petitions  of  the  manufacturers,  but 
with  a  view  to  their  military  consequence  !  The 
honorable  gentleman  will  do  nothing  but  with 
a  view  to  military  effect.  Are  we,  sir,  to  be- 
come a  great  naval  Power,  because,  forsooth,  an 
admiral  was  never  saluted  as  an  emperor?  I 
too,  sir,  am  an  advocate  for  roads  and  canals;  I 
too  would  like  to  see  roads  through  the  country, 
which  might  facilitate  the  march  of  armies;  but 


rait  my  views  of  the  state  of  the  nation,  and  of 
ihe  imperious  duty  of  retaining  a  vigorous  system 
of  finance  in  the  present  situation  of  our  country. 
I  beg  the  Committee,  however,  to  be  assured,  that 
I  do°not  intend  to  cover  the  ground  which  has 
been  already  so  ably  occupied  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhocn.)  I  shall 
not  venture  to  touch  what  he  has  treated,  lest  I 
should   diminish   the   force   of  that  impressioa. 
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ich  hi5  (Vank.  manly,  liberal,  and  comprehen- 
remarliT.,  have   left   upon    ihe   minds  of  ihe 
miliee.     His  able  and  expanded  view  of  the 
policy  f^f  this  nation,  and  the  watchful  sa.a- 
c^  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  ever  ou  the 
I  in  deff'nce  of  liis  beloved  Slate  rights,  have 
^en  an  inleresling  character  to  the  debate,  well 
rlhy  of  thwi  important  matter  which  it  embraces, 
s,  indeed;  an  important  debate;  it  is.  indeed, 
importaiit  question  on  which  we  are  now  to 
nounce.  *It  i>  the  most  intere.%tinc  crisis  which 
for  a  lo^)g  time  engaged   the  feelings  of  the 
iresentati^es  of  the  nation.    We  are  called  upon 
this  mun^.^nt.  when  events  of  a  gloomy  and  an 
lous  perCud  are  fresh  in  our  recollections,  to 
ide  wheiier  we  shall  learn  wisdom  from   the 
ons  of  e»  perience  ;  or.  closing  our  eyes  upon 
( |i'  past,  »hiU  suffer  our  country  to  remain  with- 
t  m.  money. ivithout  credit,  without  arm!>,  without 
it*ence,  without  thf  means  of  rendering  her  rights 
pected  alfroad,  or  of  making  her  character  an 
ect   uf  \'^'neraiion  at  home.     A  new  era — an 
rtant  ^pocti  ha:s  arrived  in  our  national  his- 
/y.     We  Jiave  just  emerged  from  a  season  of 
ger  and  turbulence;  we  have  just  been  restored 
the  ble>s:^igs  of  peace,  after  the  difficulties  and 
barrassir-'nts  of  a  war  of  three  years;  and  we 
now  to  decide  whether  we  shall,  in  time,  pre- 
iMf  for  theijour  of  adversity,  or  content  ourselves 
^th   permitting  the  country  to  remain  without 
Cr  means  of  protection,  should  a  foreign  enemy 
•%mc*:  more  lenture  upon   its  invasion.     On   such 
^^^occaMonjit  behooves  us  to  act  with  more  than 
ti  "lal  calmn'"*s.  and  to  divest  ourselves  of  all  pride 
'  opinuHi  ^efore  we  pronounce  an  ultimate  de- 
,iuu.     It  ..as  been  in  vain,  indeed,  that  during 
war  we  nave  freely  sacrificed  our  fortunes  and 
r  ease,  au{l  hazarded  our  lives  in  the  field  or  in 
camp,  ili  upon  the  termination  of  this  arduous 
I  ^iniest,  wejare  not  willing  to  perform  the  more 
l^ficult  auift  more  important  duty  of  sacrificing 
|r  pride  oP  opinion  upon  the  aliar  of  our  coun- 
t's goodf  I 

;^ooking  ihen  to  the  past,  not  with  a  design 
•  draw  frou  thence  subjects  of  contention  and 
^tation,  bill  with  the  praiseworthy  view  sug- 
•■.led  by  il^Je  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
;eRGEANT)isume  time  ago,  of  deriving  lessons 
J  the  fuiule;  and  what,  let  me  ask.  does  it  in- 
Jcate  ?  TP he  great,  the  important  lesson,  which 
mankinC|must  learn,  of  preparing  in  the  mo- 
nl  of  pr(|sperity  for  the  hour  of  j)eril.  At  the 
nnmencerfent  of  the  laie  war.  what  was  our 
teof  preplaration?  We  were  without  the  means 
[►defence,  \Yiihout  money,  without  credit.  Troops 
re  only  ti  be  raised  at  an  immense  expense; 
ney  cuuM  scarcely  be  commanded  at  ruinous 
^ry.  Deteat  fur  a  long  time  attended  the  arms 
^be  UniimJ  Slates,  because  we  had  entered  upon 
^  war  wiiihoui  the  necessary  preparation.  And 
DUgh  the  Jjlories  of  the  latter  part  of  the  conflict 
ve  not  onf  y  obliterated  the  disgraces  of  the  first 
kmpaigns.ibut  will  forever  emblazon  the  page  of 
L^lhful  tiis.pry,  yet  no  man  can  ever  look  back 
•^,the  state  ju)f  our  affairs  la.'^t  winter,  when,  amidst 
if  embarrsissraents  of  our  Treasury,  every  patri- 


otic bo«om  throbbed  with  an  Anxiety  for  the  pub- 
lic weal,  without  resolving  in  his  own  heart  to  use 
his  efforts,  however  feeble,  to  avoid  a  similar  re- 
currence. And  yet  this  is  precisely,  I  conceive, 
ibe  matter  now  in  question:  Shall  we  pay  the 
debt  now  pre.ssing  upon  the  nation;  shall  we  in- 
crease the  e.ssential  power  of  the  country  by  dis- 
charging its  burden  ;  shall  we  garrison  our  forts, 
improve  our  fortifications,  preserve  the  military 
art.  increase  gradually  the  navy  of  the  Union, 
and  strengthen  our  means  of  defence?  Or  shall 
we  sink  again  into  languor  and  lethargy;  relax 
our  exertions,  become  a  prey  to  our  love  of  ease, 
and  indulge  our  propensity  to  avoid  the  taxes  ne- 
cessary to  pay  off  our  debts,  by  leaving  that  debt 
as  a  burden  upon  our  children?  Here,  then,  is 
the  important  matter  of  this  debate. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  real  question  to  be  .solved  in  relation  to 
the  policy  of  this  country  is,  '•  How  far  we  can,  in 
'  time  of  peace,  prepare  for  war;  in  time  of  pros- 
'  perity   prepare  for  adversity,  without  burdening 

•  improperly  the  industry  of  the  nation,  or  repress- 

•  ing  its  energy  by  systems  of  taxation."  It  is, 
indeed,  but  analogous  with  the  common  maxims 
of  prudence  which  govern  the  affairs  of  life.  The 
man  who,  in  the  moment  of  success,  in  the  full 
tide  of  prosperity  and  fortune,  shall  forget  that 
the  day  of  adversity  may  come  upon  him.  and 
shall  fail  to  provide  against  the  storm,  is  unworthy 
of  that  gift  of  foresight  which  is  the  great  prero- 
gative of  man.  Nor  does  he  deserve  a  seat  in  the 
great  councils  of  a  nation,  who  shall  permit  a 
timorous  and  niggardly  policy  to  frighten  him 
from  the  observance  of  a  great  principle  of  polit- 
ical wisdom,  enforced  by  authority  of^  the  wisest 
statesmen  in  every  age.  1  need  mention  but  one; 
I  need  only  allude  to  the  man  whose  name  has 
been  repeatedly  introduced  into  ibis  debate  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.) I  mean  General  Washington — clarum 
atque  venerabile  nomen  ! — a  man,  whose  experi- 
ence has  transmitted  to  us  the  valuable  lesson  that 
I  am  thus  leebhy  endeavoring  to  inculcate. 

So  strikingly,  indeed,  has  the  policy  of  prepar- 
ing, in  lime  of  peace,  the  means  of  defence  for  the 
country  in  the  event  of  war,  been  manifested  by 
the  occurrences  of  the  last  three  years,  that  1  may 
venture  to  pronounce  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
community  would  unhesitatingly  retain  the  taxes, 
even  in  their  present  extent,  rather  than  see  our 
country  unprotected,  all  military  science  disap- 
pearing, our  forts  falling  into  ruins,  and  our  gal- 
lant navy  rotting  in  our  docks.  Where  is  the 
man  to  be  found,  that  would  [irefer  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  debt,  the  annual  payment  of 
Its  heavy  interest,  and  transmission  ot  the  burden 
of  the  principal  to  our  children,  rather  than  bear 
for  a  while  a  tax,  which,  as  I  shall  show,  cannot 
operate  oppressively?  We  know  little  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  if  we  imagine  such  to  be 
itieir  temper.  Those  who  have  t>een  so  liberal 
of  their  lives  are  not  disposed  to  refuse  the  aid  of 
their  fortunes,  and,  if  necessity  required,  1  hare 
no  doubt  they  would  pay  without  a  murmur  the 
tax  as  11  at  present  stands.     But  this  we  do  not 
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a!.k  of  them  ;  w^e  are  willing  to  reduce  it  to  one- 
half  its  present  amount,  and  feel  as«ured  that  our 
constituents  will  be  entirely  satisfied  with  such  a 
reduction. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which   is    onder  discussion,    is    founded 
upon  that  just,  liberal,  and  wise  policy,  which  it 
is  our  duty  to  pursue.    It  contemplates  a  revenue 
that   will    be  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the 
nation,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  will  not  be 
burdensome   to    the    people.      It  contemplates  a 
revenue  that  will  enable  us  to  discharge  the  na- 
tional debt  in  twelve  or  thirteen  years;  that  will 
justify  us  in  retaining  the  present  military  force 
for  the   purpose  of  garrisoning  the  forts  of  the 
United   States,   and   permit   us   gradually  to   in- 
crease our  navy — the  glory  and  boast  of  the  na- 
tion.   I  am  not  ashamed.  Mr.  Chairman,  tospeak 
of  national  glory.    I  love  national  glory  (properly 
understood)  as  much  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.     I  do  not  mean  that  false 
glory,  which  consists  in  foreign  wars  and  foreign 
conquests;   that  false  glory,  which  triumphs  in 
the    wretchedness   of  mankind,   and    wav^s   the 
sword  of  desolation  over  prostrate  millions;  but 
1  mean    the  glory   of  being  able  to   protect  our 
country  and  our  rights  from  every  invader.   There 
is  no  national  glory  in  suffering  our  coasts  to  be 
ravaged,  and  our  capital  reduced  to  ashes,  because 
we  have  been  backward  in  providing  the  means 
of  their  protection.     There  is  no  glory  in  a  na- 
tion's submitting  to  every  invasion  of  its  rights, 
because  it  wants  the  spirit  to  defend  ihem,  or  the 
liberality  to  pay  for  their  defence.    This  is  not  na- 
tional glory — It  is  national  disgrace  ;  and  to  avoid 
such  ignominy  for  the  future,  I,  on  the  part  of  my 
constituents,  am  content  to  retain  a  portion  of  the 
public   burdens,  for    the    laudable  purposes  con- 
templated by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
This  report  has  been   very  warmly  attacked, 
and  particularly  in  relation  to  that  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  Array  Establishment.    At  one  time 
it  is  contended  that   the  army   is  too  large,  at 
another  it  is  said  to  be  too  small;  it  is  at  first  pro- 
nounced not  only  to  be  dangerous,  but  even  fatal 
to  public  liberty.     It  is  then  said  to  be  too  small ; 
that  it  can  afford  no  essential  service  to  the  na- 
tion, and  that  the  real  defence  of  this  country  is 
in  the  militia.     Strange,  indeed,  that  this  force, 
which  IS  too  smalt  to  defend  the  land,  should  be 
able  to  enslave  it;  that  an  army,  which  is  pro- 
nounced (and  properly  pronounced)  to  be  inferior 
to  the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  shuuld  be  capa- 
ble of  overwhelming  them.    Strange,  that  a  scat- 
tered body  of  about  eight  thousand  men  should 
be    considered    dangerous    to  seven    millions   of 
people. 

To  any  reflecting  mind,  it  must  at  once  appear 
that  there  can  be  no  danger  to  the  liberty  of  the 
country  from  such  an  establishment;  scattered 
over  this  immense  continent,  along  a  frontier  in 
circumference  six  ihouf^and  miles  ;  the  mind  must 
be  visionary  indeed,  which  dwells  upon  their  ex- 
istence with  serious  apprehension.  The  same 
consideration  of  the  extensiveness  of  our  frontier 
sufficiently  evinces,  thattheyarenot  too  numerous 


for  the  necessities  of  the  nation.  They  are  wanted 
for  ihe  purpose  of  garrisoning  and  preserving  the 
forts,  which  it  would  be  unpardonable  extiara- 
eance  to  suffer  to  co  to  ruin,  whilst  they  will  al- 
ways keep  alive  some  knowledge  of  the  military 
an,  and  form  the  basis  of  an  army  in  the  event  of 
another  war. 

But  it  is  contended,  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  anti-republican,  because  it  recommends 
the  retention  of  a  standing  army.  Is  it,  then, 
what  can  with  propriety  be  called  a  standing 
Army  ?  If  it  be,  had  not  even  Mr.  Jefferson  a 
standing  army  ?  Did  he  disband  the  wtiole  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  Slates?  Did  he,  and 
those  who  acted  with  bim,  consider  it  anti-re- 
publican to  keep  up  as  many  regular  troops  as 
were  necessary  to  garrison  our  forts  and  keep  theai 
in  a  proper  state  of  repair  ?  By  no  means ! — Re- 
publican as  they  were,  they  did  not  consider  a  few 
men,  scattered  over  our  immense  frontier,  as  en- 
dangering our  liberties — ihey  did  not  consider  it 
improper  to  retain  what  the  necessities  of  the 
nation  required,  and  we  ask  no  more.  Shall  it  be 
said,  that  our  present  Army  consisted  of  a  greater  ^ 
number  than  Mr.  Jefferson  retained  ?  I  admit  it: 
but  our  territory  has  greatly  increased,  our  fron- 
tiers have  been  widely  extended,  our  forts  have 
become  much  more  numerous;  and  as  our  popu- 
lation has  well  nigh  doubled,  we  are  in  no  more 
danger  from  eight  thousand  men  now.  than  we 
were  from  half  the  number  twelve  years  ago. 

It  has  been  remarked  bv  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  (Mr.  Randolph.)  in  opposition  to  the 
retaining  of  the  present  number  of  troops,  that 
regular  forces  are  not  our  implements  of  war,  and 
that  the  militia  is  the  natural  defence  of  our 
country.  Whilst  I  admit,  tu  the  fullest  extent, 
the  value  of  the  militia;  whilst  I  acknowledge 
that  they  are  the  great  defence  of  the  nation,  and 
that  to  them  we  must  ultimately  look  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  country.  1  cannot  assent  to  the  idea 
that  regulars  are  unnecessary.  Without  entering 
into  a  view  of  their  comparative  merits  ;  without 
endeavoring  to  enhance  the  one,  and  depress  the 
other,  I  will  venture  lo  say  that  all  experience 
establishes  the  necessity  of  some  regular  torces  in 
a  period  of  war.  From  the  time  of  General 
Washington,  whose  opinions,  in  relation  to  the 
continentals  and  militia,  cannot  but  be  recollected, 
to  the  present  day.  no  one  has  venture  l  to  suggest 
the  propriety  or  advantage  of  attempting  to  carry 
on  a  war  with  miliiia  alone.  The  possession  of 
both  species  of  force  has  always  been  found  ne- 
cessary, and  the  use  of  regular  troops  during  the 
last  war  was  utterly  indispensable.  So  must  it 
be  in  every  future  war;  and  however  valuable 
tuiliiia  may  be,  regulars  are  necessary  for  the 
garrisoning  the  forts  in  time  of  peace,  and  for  the 
most  active  and  arduous  operations  during  the 
war.  If  so,  prudence  requires  that  we  should  not 
dismiss  them  altogether,  nor  reduce  the  present 
establishment,  which  scarcely  suffices  for  the  oe- 
cestary  garrisons. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (.Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.) does  not  confine  his  objections  to  tt»e 
Army,  but  contends  that  the  general  tendency  of 
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system;' advocated  by  his  opponents  and  by    its  orbit  that  it  will  meet  neither  coanteoaace 

\e  genileri|*an  from  South  Carolina  in  particular,  '  nor  sympathy. 

ito  strent^ihen  the  hands  of  the  General  Gov-  '      The  natural  course  of  events,  Mr.  Chairman. 

rnmeni  a!»d  to  overthrow  the  power  of  the  States.  I  is  also  gradually  lessening   the    capacity  of  the 

|e  admits -indeed,  that  the  policy  recommended    General   Government  to  crush  the  States,  or  to 

lould  be  vf  ise  and  salutary,  if  this  was  a  National 
[■pd  not  a  ^Federative  Government,  but  believes 
[ftat  if  su<^i  a  system   be  pursued,  the  federative 

rinciple   <?ill   soon  become  annihilated.     This, 

Udeed, fortes  thestrongestargument  against  State 

liOwers    th*i   I  have    ever    yet    heard  advanced, 

^Jnce  it  supposes  that  .'"or  the  preservation  of  these 

>owers  we*  must  forego  proper  measures  of  de- 


circumscribe  their  Constitutional  power.  The 
continued  and  immense  increase  of  our  territory, 
the  expansion  of  our  population,  the  multiplica- 
tion of  the  Stales,  all  tend  to  weaken  the  hands 
of  the  Federal,  and  to  increase  the  security  ol 
the  State  powers.  The  extension  of  territory  it- 
self is  a  sure  protection  against  consolidation. 
So  far  from  this  nation  being  disposed  to  slide 
into  that  system  of  Government,  it  may  be  con- 


M/Qce,  and  tt  just,  wise,  and  liberal  system  of  pol-  into  thai 

jjy.     I  canjiot.  therefore,  admit  the  correctness  of  fidently  said,  that  it  could  not  exist  in  such  a  form, 

Xki  suggeXion,  nor  can  1  persuade  myself  that  for  it  is  scarcely   possible  to  conceive  that  the 

f^ereis^an  J  foundation  for  this  alarm  about  State  multifarious   and  complicated  concerns  of  such 

fcjghls.     I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  by  a  de-  an    extended    and   various  community,  could  be 


Y,\\  of  thos^-  arguments  with  which  they  must  be 

jAmiliar,  e«ablishing  the  position,  that  there  ism 

Jt'iir  Goverpmenl  a  greater  tendency  to  anarchy 

jong  the;  members  than  tyranny  in  the  head. 

|or  Will  Ijcontend,  that  the   State  should  have 

ss.  or  ihe'General  Government  more  power.     I 

salishe)  with  the  present  distribution  of  pow- 

I   wilK  mention    only  two    instances  which 

pirve  to  es^blish,  beyond  contradiction,  that  the 

)wer  of  ijie  States,  under  our  present  Constitu- 

}D,  is  amitly  sufficient  for  their  self-protection  ; 

ie  hrst  of  these  was  afforded  a  few  days  ago  by 


conducted  by  a  single  Legislature  or  superintend- 
ed by  a  single  Administration. 

I  have  said  that  the  extension  of  our  territory 
and  the  multiplication  of  distant  States  increased 
the  security  of  State  power,  and  weakened  the 
Federal  batid.  All  experience  justifies  the  remark. 
Power  is  always  weak  when  operating  at  a  dis- 
tance. Feebleness  in  its  authority  over  distant 
Provinces  is  the  immediate  law  of  extended 
empire.  The  power  of  the  Federal  Government 
over  remote  States,  in  case  of  collision,  must  di- 
minish with  their  distance.     The  lever  is  as:ainst 


egentlen^an  himself,  when  he  reminded  us,  that    it.    Months  must  expire  between  an  order  and  its 
out  the  y.<ar  1798,  a  personage  now  high  in  office,    execution,  whilst  the  well-organized  Stale  Legis- 
t  his  seat  in  this  House  for  one  on  the  floor  of    lature  can  always  act  with  promptitude  and  de- 
le State  Legislature,  and  retired  from  the  Na-    cision  ;  and  although  I  am  by  no  means  disposed 
'c»nal  Coulicil,  where  his  exertions  were  unsuc-    to  change  their  relative  proportions  of  power,  I 
ijssful,  to  Tvield  in  another  body  the  Democracy     confess  I  have  less  apprehension  for  the  States 
I  Virginii^.     Whatever  may  be  our  opinions  of    than  I  have  for  the  existence  of  the  Confederacy, 
fis   affair, -gentlemen   on   the  other  side  of  the    If  there  be  anything,  howevtr,  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  subversion  of  the  State  governments  and 
an  increase  of  power  in  the  Federal  head,  I  am 
inclined   to  believe  that  a  feeble  exercise  of  the 
fair  and  unquestioned  powers  of  the  Federal  Gror- 


louse  will  acknowledge  that  here  was  one  in- 
Jince  of  the  successful  efforts  of  a  State  to  break 

wn  an  i\|dmii)istration  whose  view.*  it  disap- 

oved.  GtJntlemen  on  our  side  of  the  House 
^11  be  equ'ally  satisfied  with  a  more  recent  ex- 
^ple.     1  ifiention   this  without- any  disposition 

criminate,  and  with  no  wish  to  excite  irritation. 

llude   to>the  course  of  events  in  some  of  the 

Sislera  Stijtes  during  the  late  war ;  events  which 
Sicieolly  jderaonsirate  the  powers  of  the  Slates 
^t  only  toiprotect  themselves  against  encroach- 
ints  of  tl>e  General  Government,  but  even  to 
k  .'  the  wlio^e  political  body,  and  retard  the  motion 
t  this  complicated  machine. 


ernment,  will  give  rise  to  that  effect  so  much 
deprecated.  If  ever  the  moment  shall  arrive 
when,  for  want  of  a  proper  exertion  of  ihe  Con- 
stitutional powers  of  this  Government,  the  safety 
of  the  nation  shall  be  in  danger ;  when,  for  want 
of  credit  and  resources,  of  military  strength  and 
of  naval  defence,  the  independence  of  our  coun- 
try shall  be  prostrate  before  the  invader,  then, 
indeed,  will  the  existence  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments be  in  jeopardy.  Pressed  from  without. 
\For  my  <^wn  part,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  anticipate  while  all  the  elements  are  jarring  within,  to  what 
|4lle  dangtf  to  the  States  from  the  Federal  Gov-  resource  will  the  people  look  for  salvation  ?  Will 
ioment,  su  long  as  we  only  exercise  the  powers  they  suffer  the  Government  to  dissolve  m  its  own 
iirly  conf-irred  on  us  by  the  Constitution.  If  an  weakness,  and  look  for  protection  to  the  individ- 
;iack  shoiad  be  made  upon  State  rights  and  priv-  ual  States  ?  By  no  means  ;  no  one  can  be  so  san- 
iges,  the  ^larrn  will  be  sounded  throughout  the  guine  as  to  believe  that  the  Stales  can,  without 
laion.  Tiie  esprit  du  corps  will  animate  the  union,  successfully  defend  themselves.  To  union 
^^ole.  and(  should  they  unite,  they  have  power,  we  shall  still  look,  but  to  a  stronger  union  ;  for. 
u  differenij  ways,  to  stop  the  wheels  of  Govern-  however  indisposed  we  may  be  to  consolidation 
r^nt.  Evfn  a  refusal  to  elect  their  Senators  iand  all  its  train  of  ills,  there  is  nothing  which  we 
f^<ould  at  qnce  arrest  its  powers.  So  long  as  a  shall  not  be  ready  to  encounter  for  national  safe- 
>jate  con&aes  itself  within  its  proper  sphere,  '  ly,  for  protection,  for  independence.  Tne  great 
j-cry  oihen  State  will  sympathize  when  it  shall  object  of  every  people,  in  the  establishment  of 
•  aiiackedt     It  is  only  when  it  wanders  beyond    their  Government,  is   self-protection.      If   their 
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institutions  do  not  afford  it,  they  will  fall  into 
contempt  with  the  people  themselves,  and  the 
natural,  the  inevitable  course  of  things  will  be  to 
infuse  into  them  greater  vigor  by  a  liberal  exten- 
sion of  power.  The  very  Constitution,  under 
which  we  hold  our  seats  in  this  House,  strikingly 
evinces  the  justness  of  my  position.  Whence 
did  it  spring  ?  From  the  debility  of  the  Confed- 
eration. And  whenever  this  Constitution  shall 
be  so  feebly  administered  as  to  afford  no  protec- 
tection  against  foreign  aggression,  when  danger 
shall  be  at  our  doors,  and  confusion  and  distrac- 
tion within  ;  then,  indeed,  may  we  apprehend  an 
effort  to  circumscribe,  yet  farther,  the  powers  of 
the  States,  and  increase,  yet  more,  the  powers  of 
the  Federal  arm.  From  this  wreck  of  elements 
a  consolidation  may  grow,  but  it  never  can  arise 
from  a  just  exercise  of  the  powers  we  now  pos- 
ses". As  a  lover  of  freedom,  as  an  admirer  of  our 
happy  Constitution,  as  a  stickler  for  the  rights  of 
States,  I  pray  you  let  us  not  bring  our  institutions 
into  disrepute,  and  endanger  the  fabric  of  our 
Government,  by  leaving  the  nation  without  cred- 
it, without  resources,  without  defence,  without 
the  means  of  protection.  Let  us  rather  use,  with 
the  moderation  suggested  by  the  committee,  our 
unquestioned  Constitutional  powers,  to  preserve 
our  nation  from  self-contempt,  and  to  secure  the 
inestimable  blessings  of  national  independence. 

Havingthus,  Mr.  Chairman,  presented  my  view 
of  the  necessity  of  retaining  our  present  military 
force,  and  replied  to  some  of  the  prominent  ob- 
jections to  that  measure.  I  beg  leave  to  say  some- 
thing in  respect  to  the  Navy.  It  is  proposed  that 
this  important  part  of  the  defence  of  our  country, 
should  be  gradually  increased,  until  it  shall  be 
enabled  to  protect  our  coast  from  the  ravages  of 
every  hostile  naval  power.  I  shall  not  attempt, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  blazon  the  praise  of  those  whose 
achievements  are  their  best  eulogium,  and  whose 
glories  have 

&»tuck  upon  them  &s  the  sun 
In  the  grey  vault  of  heaven  : 

But  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  remark,  that  a 
navy  affords  to  this  nation,  and  particularly  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, the  best,  the  surest,  the  cheapest,  defence. 
While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  can  never  endanger 
the  liberties  of  the  nation,  whatever  may  be  its 
extent,  on  the  other,  it  forms  the  most  complete 
protection  fur  our  very  extensive  and  very  ex- 
posed Atlantic  frontier.  Let  the  history  of  the 
last  war  teach  us  wisdom  on  this  subject.  With 
a  superior  navy,  and  a  few  thousand  regulars, 
the  enemy  kept  in  continual  alarm  a  coast  of  three 
thousand  miles.  The  spot  which  they  found 
protected,  they  avoided  ;  the  exposed  and  unde- 
fended, they  ravaged  unresistingly.  Thousands 
of  our  militia  have  been  called  to  the  seaboard  for 
its  protection;  millions  of  treasure  have  been 
consumed  on  that  expensive  system  of  defence, 
and  many  a  gallant  fellow  has  been  the  victim  of 
disease,  while  the  foe  has  confined  his  attack  to 
vulnerable  points, and  has  rarely  assailed  us  where 
the  yeomanry  of  our  country  were  in  in  arms.    It 


is  impossible  that,  without  a  navy,  we  ever  should 
defend  our  coast,  deeply  indented,  as  it  is,  with 
large  and  navigable  rivers,  against  the  ravages  of 
any  naval  power.  The  whole  population  and 
the  whole  wealth  of  the  nation  would  not  en- 
able us  to  present,  at  every  point,  men  in  arms. 
sufficient  to  repel  the  foe  ;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
by  means  of  a  gradual  increase  of  our  Navy,  a 
few  years  will  see  us  masters  of  our  own  seas, 
and  our  soil  will  be  protected  from  the  pollution 
of  an  invading  enemy.  Is  there  not  wisdom, 
then,  in  the  measure?  It  is  one  which  the  inter- 
est of  our  country  commands,  and  the  general 
voice  of  our  constituents  requires  at  our  hands. 

I  come  next    to  the  redemption   of  the   public 
debt;  one  of  the  most   important  and  interesting 
subjects  presented   to    us   by  the   Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.     That  debt  has  largely  accu- 
mulated since  the  commencement  of   the  war, 
and  the  committee  have   proposed   to  adopt  at 
once   a   vigorous  system  of  finance  which    will 
enable  us  to  discharge  the  whole  as  rapidly  as  its 
redeemable  character  will  admit.     Who  is  there 
that  can  doubt  the  wisdom   of  such   a  policy? 
Who  can  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  most  vigor- 
ous exertions  to  get  rid  of  a  burden,  which  op- 
presses the  nation   in  peace,  and  must  paralyze 
her  exertions  when  she  is  engaged  in  war  ?  Who 
can  hesitate  to  discharge  the  debt  we  have  con- 
tracted instead   of  leaving  it  as  a  legacy  to  our 
children  1     In  whatever  point  of  view   the  sub- 
ject is  considered,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  this  nation  that  the  debt  should  be  reduced  as 
rapidly  as  possible.     If  we  do  not  desire  to  pur- 
sue the  fearful  example  of  Great  Britain  ;  if  we 
wish  to    avoid    the   continued   accumulation  of 
public   burdens,  we  should   not  shrink  from  the 
duty  which  the  present  moment  imposes.  Whence 
is  it  that  the  British  finances  have  become  so  in- 
volved ?     Whence  is  it  that  her  debt  has  accu- 
mulated to  a  thousand  millions?     Because,  after 
the  termination  of  one  war,  she  has  never  liqui- 
dated the  additional  debts  it  created   before  the 
expenses    of  another    had  commenced.     Let   us 
then   take   a   lesson  from   her  example..   Let  us 
rapidly  discharge  our  debt,  lest,  as  has  once  al- 
ready happened   to  us.  we  should,  before   it   is 
paid  off,  be  involved  in  other  wars  that  may  in- 
finitely   increase    it.     Let    us    not    flatter  our- 
selves that  we  are  now  to  have  a  never-ending 
Seace.     God  forbid  we  should  again  have  war. 
lo  man  can  be  more  averse  to  its  horrors,  none 
can  be  more  forcibly  impressed  with  the  propri- 
ety of  avoiding  it,  than   I  am.    But  peace  does 
not  depend  on  us  alone.     Any  nation  which  may 
be  disposed  to  involve  us  in  hostility  may  do  so, 
however  contrary  to  our  wishes ;  and  we  may 
think  ourselves  fortunate  indeed  if  we  shall  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  peace  for  the  term  of  thirteen 
years,  which  is  the  period  fixed  on  by  the  com- 
mittee for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt.     I  do 
not,  indeed,  believe  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, that  Republics  are  prone  to  war,  and  still 
less  that  this  nation  has  any  such  propensity. 
The  history  of  this  people— the  peace  of  thirty 
years— acquits  them  of  the  charge.    But  there 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


856 


857 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


858 


I 


or 


R.   I 


7%e  Revenue. 


Fbibdary,  1816. 


a  Powerj  of   warlike   disposiiion.  with    whom, 
cm  vanops  causes,  we  may  expect  frequent  and 
rious  colLsions.     Thai  Power  is  Great  Britain. 
he  genllfSman  from  Virginia  has.  admitted  that 
^her   war-,    with    tjjat  powerful  people  are  not 
oly  probajjle  but  certain.     It  is  one  of  the  evil 
DHsequenr^es.    as    he   alleges,  of  the   war    from 
tVhich   we.  have   emerged.     •' The  bolt,"  he  tells 
, '•  has  b|en   shot,"  and  we  may  now  look  for 
equent  ^ars  and   contentions.     Be  it  so.     Is  it 
I  then   ijiiporiant  that  we  should  prepare  for 
em.  at  le^.st,  by  freeing  our  resources  from  the 
eight  of  <|fbt  by  which  they  are  encumbered  ? 
hall  we,  iwith  every  prospect  of  frequent  col- 
ion  withr  a   powerful  nation,  leave   ourselves 
fenceless-,  and  enter  into  another  arduous  con- 
^ct  withojt  money,  without  credit,  and  with  an 
w/erwhelnj^ng  debt  ?  or  shall   we  free  ourselves 
piom    the  4)urden,  get   rid   of  the  heavy  encum- 
ance  of  the   interest,  and   if  (which    Heaven 
ert)  new^,  wars  arise,  be  enabled  to  apply  the 
>ources  #f  the  nation  to  her  defence,  and  to 
ramand  Jhe  capital  of  her  people  for  the  sup- 
y  of  her;  coffers  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity? 
fall  ihe|)lans  of  the  committee  this  is  nearest 
y    hearti  of  all    the>raeans   of  strengthening 
us  natiop,  the  best  is,  the  emancipation  of  our 
nances  frim  the  burdens  which   oppress  them, 
fur   finances  are,  and   must   long  continue,  our 
"/eakest  pt^int.     Do  as  we  will,  we  shall  always 
od  It  difficult  enough  to  command  resources  in 
me  of  w;|r.     Let  us  not  increase  the  difficulty, 
et  us  endjavor  to  diminish  it.     If  we  enter  into 
ar  under  the    pressure  of  debt,  we  shall  find  it 
fficult  tc^  borrow,  both  because  our  credit  will 
•.Tjt  be  so  gf)od,  nor  the  amount  of  capital  to  be 


lllaned  so  ilreat,  as  if  that  debt  had  first  been  dis- 

"  ^arged  ;  «nd   if  we  lay  taxes,  thoie  taxes  must 

to  pay  (oterest  to  the  public  creditor,  instead 

■  raising  Joldiers.  procuring  supplies  and  giving 

gor  and  'fficacy  to  our  military  operations,     I 

u.'»i,  thero/ore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  just  sense 

these  in^portant  considerations  will  urge  us  to 

Uopt  the  Vigorous  system  of  the  extinguishment 

the  del-i,  which    has    been    proposed   by  the 

oramitie,'  of  Finance. 

But  hov  shall   we   effect  these  desirable  ob- 

>cts7     Hfcw  retain   the  necessary  troop?,  make 

roTision  ;or  our  crippled   officers    prepare  for 

e  graduiti  increase  of  the  Navy,  and  secure  the 

tinguish^nent  of  the  debt  which   presses  upon 

e  nationp  How — but  by  bearing  the  necessary 

ics  ?     F>)rtunately  there  never  was  a  period  at 

';hich  theiproduce  of  the  country,  from  one  end 

if  the  coiftinent  to  the  other,  commanded  higher 

prices  thap   now.     Our  prosperity  is  great,  and 

ur  peoplt^  are  willing  to  pay  something  towards 

tie  important  objects  I  have  been  contemplating. 

^hey  wil,  perceive  that  all  the  taxes  have  been 

^duced  I'jl  about  one-half  their  former  amount, 

.jnd    those,' which   were  peculiarly  oppressive  or 

;,;isa£reeaUe  have  been  entirely  removed.     I  feel 

jj  Qe  tullest.confideiice  that  they  will  approve  the 

t  uea^ures  ^which    pro{iose    to    retain    a    portion, 

)  aiUer   thi^n   forego  the  advantages  we  have  in 

iew.         I 


There  remains  but  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  direct  tax  in  particular,  with  which  1  shall 
trouble  the  Committee.  It  has  been  severely  an- 
imadverted on,  as  unequal  and  oppressive.  I 
cannot  believe  it.  If  indeed  there  be  an  inequal- 
ity, I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  complaints  from 
the  quarter  whence  they  have  proceeded.  If  un- 
equal, it  must  operate  against  those  States  where 
the  nominal  price  of  the  laud  bears  the  greatest 
proportion  to  its  real  value.  It  must,  therefore, 
be  unfavorable  to  thickly  settled  States,  and  fa- 
vorable to  the  people  of  the  South  and  the  West, 
whose  population  is  more  dispersed,  and  whose 
lands  are  not  estimated  at  their  intrinsic  worth. 
But  the  inequality,  if  it  existed,  cannot  be  very 
important,  since  the  tax  itself  is  so  light;  amount- 
ing, in  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  to  only  fourteen 
cents  on  one  hundred  dollars  value,  or  about  seven 
dollars  on  an  estate  worth  five  thousand.  The 
people  of  these  States  are  too  intelligent  to  be 
led  to  regard  a  tax  like  this  as  odious  and  op- 
pressive. 

I  know  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  il  be  in 
order  to  allude  to  the  probable  course  which  may 
be  pursued  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, (the  Senate.)  Let  it  be  recollected  that, 
by  the  law  of  the  last  session,  the  direct  tax  was 
rendered  permanent,  and  it  cannot  now  be  re- 
moved without  the  consent  of  that  branch.  There 
is  reason  to  suppose  that  if  an  entire  repeal  of 
the  lax  should  pass  this  House,  the  Senate  may 
reject  it,  and  gentlemen  will  probably  be  left  to 
the  alternative  of  taking  a  permanent  tux  of  six 
millions,  or  a  tax  for  one  year  of  three  millions. 
If,  then,  they  are  averse  lo  the  direct  tax,  they 
ought  to  support  the  resolution  upon  your  table, 
rather  than  encounter  the  still  greater  evil  which 
will  ensue  from  its  rejection. 

In  tendering  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  for 
their  polite  attention  to  my  lame  and  uninterest- 
ing remarks,  I  will  conclude  with  expressing  my 
earnest  solicitude  that  we  may  pursue  the  path, 
on  the  present  important  occasion,  that  leads  to 
the  happiness  and  honor  of  our  common  country. 

When  Mr.  T.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise,  in  order  to  take  into  consideration  his 
proposition  for  reducing  the  Army,  previous  to 
deciding  on  the  question  now  before  the  House. 

This  motion  having  been  negatived — 

Mr.  Ra.ndolph  rose,  and  delivered  a  speech  of 
three  hours  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  general 
question  from  that  taken  by  Mr.  Calhoun  and 
Mr.  Tl'cker,  to  whom  principally  hisspeech  waf< 
in  reply.  When  he  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 


again. 


Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  make  a  motion  respect- 
ing a  discrepaucy  be  had  discovered  between  the 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Government,  recently  laid 
before  the  House,  and  that  which  was  laid  before 
Congress  some  years  ago. 

Before  the  motion  was  stated  from  the  Chair, 
it  was  discovered  there  was  not  a  quorum  pres- 
ent ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 
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Friday,  February  2. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Levan  Trudeau;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Randolph  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table : 

Resolved,  Th»t  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be 
required  to  lay  before  this  House  the  cause  of  the  dif- 
ference in  the  annual  amount  of  expenditures  in  rela- 
tion to  the  MihUry  and  Naval  EsUblUhraent*..  from 
the  4th  March,  1789,  lo  the  end  of  the  year  1H09,  as 
presented  in  the  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  Apnl  3,  1810;  and  the  annual  amount  of  ex- 
penditures in  relation  to  the  same  object*,  as  stated  in 
a  letter  from  the  same  Department,  bearing  date  Jan- 
uary 24,  1816. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, transmitting  a  supplementary  report  of  the 
land  commissioners  in  the  late  Territory  of  New 
Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Land-. 


THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Ordnance 
department— for  ordnance  stores,  fortifications, 
4,c.— was  taken  up,  and  the  blank  therein,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  after  some  opposition 
from  Messrs.  Wright,  and  King  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  filled  up  with  the  sum  of  81,650,224. 

The  re'^olution  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  Mr.  Hardin's  motion  to 
amend  the  same,  respecting  the  direct  tax,  next 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Johnhon,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  many 
reavons,  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  make  it  his  duly) 
against  his  inclination,  to  trouble  the  Committee. 
First,  the  discussion  had  not  been  confined  to  the 
subject  under  consideration,   but    had    been  ex- 
tended, as  usual,  to  all  subjects,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic;  secondly,  the  most  direct  attack  had  been 
made  upon  all  the  military  subjects  submitted  to 
the   .Military  Committee;  all    the    measures  re- 
ported by  them,  the  invalid  corps,  military  acad- 
emies, Ac,  and  particularly  the  reduction  of  the 
Army  from  ten  thousand  to  six  thousand.     Mr,  J. 
said,  although  he  should  confine  himself  princi- 
pally to  the  military  subject,  he  could  not  let  the 
opportunity  pass  of  saying  a   word   in   reply  to 
some  remarks  which   had    been  made  in  debate. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) has  expressed  an  opinion  that  our  measures 
should    be    predicated    upon   a  supposition    that 
Great  Britain  was  only  separated  from  the  United 
Stales  as  the  Canadas  and   the    Floridas.     We 
often  resort  to  the  history  of  England,  and  to  the 
opinions  of   her  statesmen,  for   information   on 
political  subjects.     If,  on  this  occasion,  we  resort 
to  the  same  sources,  we  shall  discover  that,  from 
the   views  and   seniiinents   of  the   most   distin- 


guished patriots,  the  British  channel  i^^  of  itself 
sufficient  to  make  it  the  true  policy  of  the  British 
Government  to  act  upon  its  insular  situation — to 
abstain  from   interfering  in  the  Continental  sys- 
tem.    The  Court    party    maintained    a  different 
opinion,  and    succeeded  in    their  policy,  (except 
for  short  intervals.)  the  consequences  of  which 
have  involved  Great  Britain  in  great  difficulties 
and   wars.     Expenses    have    been  incurred  that 
would   have  raised  a   Chinese   wall  around  the 
island.     It  must  be  left  to  conjecture  what  would 
have  been  the  precise  result  of  the  opposite  doc- 
trine;  but  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  Eng- 
lish nation  would  have  been  ai  least  as  happy,  as 
rich,  and  as  free;  that  the  poor  would  not  have 
been  more  numerous;  that  the  public  debt  would 
not  have  been   more  enormous;  that  the  char- 
acter of  the  nation  would   have  been   as  distin- 
guished for  wisdom,  science,  and  valor;  that  the 
taxes  would   not  have  been   more  burdensome  ; 
that  liberty  of  conscience  would  not  have  beea 
more  limited.     If  the  British  channel  could  jus- 
tify such  a  system,  the  separation  of  the  United 
Slates  from  Europe  and  Great  Britain  left  not  a 
single  doubt  upon   the  mind.     But  this  view  of 
the  subject  does  not  depend  upon  reasoning  and 
analogy,  but  upon  matters  of  fact.     Only  suppose 
England  and  Ireland,  with  a  population  of  two 
milTions,  annexed  to  Canada  and  separated  from 
us  by  a  mathematical  line,  length  without  breadth, 
a  geographical  boundary,  governed  by  the  Prince 
Regent  and    his    Ministry,   with    their  jealousy 
and  hostility,  and  all  the  pecuniary  resources  of 
I  that  absolute  monarchy  ;  would  not  every  gentle- 
i  man  agree  thai  our  measures  would  have  to  be 
j  different  from  what  they  need  to  be  now,  in  ex- 
I  pense,  in  extent?     In  such  event  you  would  have 
j  forthwith  to  increase  your  Army  and  your  Navy 
j  to  an  extent  that  would  be  very  burdensome  to 
i  the  people.     Mr.  J.  said  he  could  not  agree  in  the 
i  sentiments  of  ihe  same  worthy  member,  that  a 
!  statesman   should   act  upon   possibiliiy,  and  not 
j  upon  probability,  in  measures  of  defence  and  pre- 
caution.     This   sentiment    would    lead    us   into 
'  great   extravagance,  such  as  could  not  be  sup- 
I  ported  consistently  with  the  enjoyment  of  that 
I  independence  and  liberty  which  our  Constitution 
I  and  Government  would  seem  to  hold  out  to  us. 
We  should  not  act  upon  any  evidence  les.<i  than 
'  probability.     To   prove   the  danger  of  this  doc- 
trine, we  need  only  advert  to  the  sentiment  which 
grew  out  of  it — for    the   gentleman   treats  with 
great  severity  the   idea  of  increasing  our  Navy 
gradually.     He  is  for  going  the  whole  length  at 
this  time.     Now  is  the  time,  says  the  gentlemao, 
and  the  only  limit  given  is  our  power  to  man  this 
Navy  with  our  sailors  and  seamen,  who  are  esti- 
mated at  eighiv  thousand.     The  universal  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  of  our  Navy  has  pro- 
duced a  universal  sentiment  as  to  its  efficiency, 
and  a  willingness  to  increase  its  power  gradually, 
according  to  our  means,  until  we  have  a  pledge 
of  a  reasonable  protection  in  case  of  war.     Any 
measure,  or  any  other  sentiment,  would  have  a 
direct   tendency  to  prevent    the   growth    of    the 
Navy.     A  different  course  may  be  recommended 
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m  ml  tfoi  patriotnTB.  boi  it  will  injare  the 
4Xtf*  It  I?  ^tended  to  promote. 
*  Thf  g*iilemaQ  from  Virgtnia  (Mr.  RA;t- 
lph)  ha.x  di«coTered.  prerious  to  the  declara- 
o  of  wirj  m  speck  of  war  in  the  political  hori- 
aod  «4s  alarmed.  Mr.  J.  begged  leave  to 
II  the  atjeotion  of  the  wq/thy  gentleman  to  a 
Mnor»ble.*iampie  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of 
red  wn5,  as  to  the  consequences  of  submis- 
;.»a  and  brjiring  insults  without  resistance — ref- 
nce  wa«  made  to  a  book  which  abounded  with 
«iup<es.  ifj  religion,  in  morals,  and  in  politics, 
d  to  whict  'he  gentleman  from  Virginia  so  often 
uded  wi?b  so  much  pleasure;  when  Moses 
ofht  thjr  children  of  Israel  in  sight  of  the 
—  15^  l(nd,  chosen  men  were  sent  down  to 
Ifwit;  w'.en  they  returned,  such  an  account 
s  giren  «jf  the  giants  who  posse.-^sed  the  land. 
It  notwii«istanding  the  influence  of  their  great 
der.  the  jchildren  of  Israel  refused  positively 
go  down*  and  possess  themselves  of  their  in- 
ritance.  j  The  sons  of  Anak  terrified  them, 
fis  cowa^ice  was  the  effect  of  submission  to 
^piian  bf-ndage,  for  which  God  manifested  his 
^pleasure  fcy  dooming  all  the  warriors  to  wan- 
T  lorty  y«jars  in  the  wilderness  and  to  die,  until 
mevr  rac«|  of  men  should  grow  up  who  had 
per  lelt  the  heavy  hand  of  oppression,  and  who 
lllingly  accomplished  that  which  their  fathers 
r)uld  hare!  done. 

*(t  is  no\^time  to  confine  our  attention  to  the 
uciion  olj  the  Army.     This  subject  has  given 
[he  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  a  wide  range  ;  but 
question^  does  not  admit  of  it.     PoinTs  have 
[•n  elaborj^tely  discussed  tliat  are  not  involved, 
lere  are  tj^any  points  in  which  we  agree,  and 
ry  few  in  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion. 
Ifst.  there  bs  no  disagreement  as  to  the  worth 
charactjjr  of  the  militia;  nor  is  the  relative 
-rit  of  re&olar  troops  and  militia  involved  in 
'i'  debate.l  Such  questions  cannot  be  decided 
I  maihemajiical  certainty.     Nor  is  it  necessary  ; 
r«  merit  ofjeach  is  acknowledged  ;  the  efficiency 
l^every  kiid  of  military  force  depends  upon  so 
(ny  contingencies,  the  cause  in  which  they  are 
iged.  ih<i  terra  of  service,  the  manner  of  fight- 
ihe  ground  occupied,  the  officers  coramand- 
..  that  n(|  particular  case  of  panic  or  misfor- 
lie  can  chjmge  our  opinion.     For,  in  appealing 
'history,  ye  should  find  memorable  examples 
•■-support  tlis  idea,  such  as  the  defence  of  Ther- 
ipyla*,  thtt battle  of  Marathon,  composed  of  the 
bulation  <\{  Greece,  and   the  battle  of  Cannae, 
[what  wejcall  mercenary  troops,  or  a  regular 
jy.     Thtlancients  had  no  very  correct  idea  of 
IVell-orgaijized  standing  array,  although  Car- 
^f^gf  and  olher  kingdoms  employed  mercenary 
I    jps,  whil.?  the  citizens  were  exempt  from  mili- 
t  ,y  duty.    JFor  the^e  troops,  under  trying  cir- 
r  imviances,^!:ould  not  be  relied  on  nor  controlled. 
>irdly,  tht?  subject  of  a  standing  army  cannot 
I     iiivolved^n  this  examination,  although  gentle- 
;  <n   have  rjniformly   pressed   the  subject.     No 
^  lisideratiot  can  justify  a  standing  army  in  lime 
'^peace.     We  may  differ  as  to  the  amount  of 
t>^  Peace  Establishment;  there  cannot  be  a  diver- 


sity of  sentiment  among  men  who  love  liberty, 
independence,  and  a  free  country,  as  to  standing 
armies.     A  standing  army  would  be.  in  time  of 
peace,  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  and  our 
free  institutions.     We  want  no  regular  army  to 
suppress  insurrection,  for  none  exists.     In  such 
an  event  the  militia  are  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
President.     Nor  to  execute  the  laws,  for  the  civil 
officers  are  all  obeyed  by  the  citizens;  and  if  the 
citizens    resist    the  execution    of  the    laws,   the 
marshal  has  the  power  of  putting  down  any  such 
resistance   as   is   likely  to  arise   in    the  United 
State?.     Nor  to  support  the  Administration  of  th<? 
Government;  this  depends  upon  the  will  of  the 
people;  upon  the  elective  franchise.     A  standing 
army  is  dangerous  to  liberty.     Rome  depended 
upon  the  citizens,  the  militia  of  the  country,  four 
hundred  and  fifty  years  before  the  introduction  of 
a  mercenary  force,  which  ultimately  brought  such 
calamity  upon   that   great  and    mighty  empire. 
Nor  can  it  bir  forgotten  that  a  standing  array  has 
been  the  mo«t  powerful  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  power  and  usurpation.     It  has  seldom  failed 
of  success.     But  notwithstanding  the  examples 
of  ancient  times,  such  as  Philip  of  Macedon,  and 
Ciesar.  a  regular  army  in  modern  limes  has  been 
most   mischievous  and   dangerous  to  liberty,  on 
account  of  its  perfect  organization,  subordination, 
and   discipline;  all   the  despotisms  in  the  world 
are  supported  by  this  powerful  instrument.     All 
the  Governments  of  Lurope  and  all  the  tyrants 
of  the  day  are  supported  by  this  means. 

All  must,  therefore,   agree,  thai    in   times  of 
peace,   and    in    the  first    moments   of  war,   we 
must  depend  upon  the  population  of  the  United 
States,  well  organized,  classified,  and   the  term 
of  service  extended.     What  has  been  said  does 
not  presuppose  that  we  can  dispense  with  all  of 
our  forces.     All  agree  that  we  must  keep  a  Peace 
Establishment,  a  small  force,  commensurate  with 
certain   objects  and  views,  which  will  be  men- 
tioned.    The  first  object  is  to  ojarrison  our  forts 
on  our  wide-extended  territorial  frontier,  and  to 
maintain  and  keep  in  repair  our  fortifications  on 
the  seaboard  and  on  the  lakes ;  not  only  the  exist- 
ing fortifications  and  forts,  but  those  to  be  erected. 
We  should  cast   the  eye  around  and  view  the 
great  extent  of  this  maritime  and  territorial  ex- 
posure, and  look  at  the  number  of  our  garrisons 
and    our   fortifications.— at    Casiine,    Wiscasset, 
Portland,    Portsmouth,    Boston,    New   Bedford, 
Newport,  New  London,  New  York.  Fort  Mifl^in, 
Fort  McHenry,  Fort  Washington,  Norfolk,  Fort 
Johnson,  in  North  Carolina,  Charleston,  Savan- 
nah, Fort  Hawkins,  Mobile,  Fort  St.  Philippe, 
New  Orleans,  Natchez,  St.  Louis,  Fort  Clark, 
Fort  Wayne,  Chicago,  Greenbay,  Mackinac,  De- 
troit, Fort  Niagara.  Sackett's  Harbor.  Platisburg, 
Greenbush,  and  others  about  to  be  erected  in  such 
places  as  the  late  war  has  pointed  out.     To  each 
garrison  assign  the  nominal  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred men,  which  will  not  give  more  than  seventy 
efficient  men.  and  you  have  for  this  object  alone 
a  demand  for  five  thousand. 

2d.  The  second  object  will  embrace  such  a 
distribution  of  force  as  will  secure  us  on  our 


frontier,  from  banditti,  or  miraadhif  pirties  of 

Indians,  or  the  insults  and  invasions  of  the  sub- 
jects of  Spain  in  Florida,  and  of  Great  Britain  in 
Canada. 

One  thousand  men  ^hould  be  placed  some- 
where on  the  Niagara  or  Northern  frontier :  one 
thousand  in  some  healthy  situation  in  Louisiana 
or  the  Mobile:  one  thousand  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Detroit,  and  one  thousand  iu  some  eligible 
place  on  the  Mississippi.  This  will  amount  to  the 
whole  military  force  of  the  United  States  e.xcept 
the  corps  of  light  artillery.  Indeed,  it  is  well 
known  that  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  can 
never  give  us  an  efficient  force  of  more  than  seven 
or  eight  thousand.  To  enforce  my  idea  of  this  dis- 
tribution, let  us  recollect  the  indignity  and  abuse 
offered  to  citizens  uf  Detroit  since  the  war,  who 
were  arrested  and  driven  from  Sandwich  by  the 
military,  without  any  provocation  ;  citizens  of 
Detroit  who  liad  crossed  the  Straight  for  the 
common  purposes  of  collecting  debts,  and  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce  and  trade.  F'rom  actual 
returns,  at  this  moment  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  is  less  than  eight  thousand  men. 

3d.  There  is  another  object  for  retaining  this 
force,  not  less  important  than  those  which  have 
been  mentioned — the  preservation  of  military 
knowledge;  to  have  a  rallying  point  in  case  of 
danger  or  war ;  to  retain  the  knowledge  we  have 
acquired  of  camp  duty,  field  evolutions  and  mil- 
itary discipline.  This  science  cannot  be  taught 
in  garrison,  or  with  one  hundred  men — it  requires 
at  least  a  regiment. 

It  IS  believed  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  be  dissatisfied  wiih  a  greater  re- 
duction of  the  Array.  The  country  would  be  loo 
insecure, and  the  railitia  subject  to  be  called  frora 
their  farms  on  every  alarm.  In  relation  to  the 
direct  tax — if  the  Committee  will  reduce  it  one- 
half,  from  .S6,000,000  to  $3,000,000,  and  limit  its 
operation  to  one  year.  Mr.  J.  said,  he  would  vote 
for  it. 

The  direct  tax  ib  the  most  objectionable  tax 
that  can  be  collected,  and.  therefore,  it  should  be 
limited  to  one  year,  that  we  may  dispense  with 
it  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  expensive  in  its  col- 
lection, and  burdensome  in  its  operation.  In 
time  of  war  we  must  tax  everything  from  neces- 
sity, but  ID  time  of  peace  we  should  be  moderate 
in  our  taxes,  and  take  hold  of  the  luxuries  of  life 
and  the  rich,  as  much  as  possible  ;  and  after  the 
present  year,  it  is  probable  we  may  d'spense  with 
thedirect  tax,  but  it  must  be  continued  for  the  pre- 
sent, as  we  have  a  floating  debt  of  $25  000,000  to 
pay  off:  and  our  national  debt  is  upwards  of 
$100,000,000.  We  have  to  pay  for  horses  lost 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  other 
properly  ;  and  we  have  to  provide  for  the  widow 
and  the  orphan  of  the  officer  and  soldier  who 
were  killed  in  battle,  or  who  died  in  the  s^ervice ; 
and  these  claims  should  be  paid  by  every  part  of 
the  United  States,  which  can  only  be  done  by 
taking  the  money  frora  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Much  has  been  said  respecting  internal  policy. 
On  this  subject  there  should  be  but  one  opinion. 


Upon  the  subj«et  of  protecting  roaoafacturet  by 

discriminating  duties — this  interest  claims  our 
first  attention.  It  is  as  important  as  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  nation  ;  for  how  can  any  nation 
be  independent  without  making  its  own  neces- 
saries of  life?  The  voice  of  the  nation  has  been 
distinctly  heard  upon  this  point,  and  all  classes  of 
men,  with  few  exceptions,  call  for  this  protection. 
Independent  of  the  importance  of  this  subject 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  the  manufactures  of 
hemp,  of  cotton,  of  wool,  and  of  everything  else, 
have  been  the  result,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the 
late  war. 

Citizens  have  turned  their  capital  into  domea- 
tic  manufactures,  not  subject  to  the  control  of 
foreign  nations ;  and  this  being  the  case,  there  is  a 
moral  obligation  existing  upon  the  Government  to 
give  rea.sonable  protection  to  these  peof»le.  Upon 
this  subject  the  mind  must  expand,  and  take  io 
the  various  climate"  and  productions  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siaie-i,  and  the  various  manufactories,  and 
act  upon  a  policy  enlarged  and  liberal.  Any 
other  views  would  consider  the  States  foreign  to 
each  other,  and  ihe  people  as  strangers — a  policy 
which  does  not  become  the  American  biaiesman. 
And  in  relation  to  roads  and  canals,  which  mav 
open  different  channels  of  commerce,  or  which 
may  facilitate  military  operations  in  future;  we 
should  all  unite  in  this  system  of  internal  im- 
provement. Thet-e  are  some  of  the  fruitful 
sources  of  the  prosperty  of  nations,  with  whick 
we  must  encourage  everything  that  will  incnl- 
cate  virtue,  morality,  patriotism,  intelligence,  and 
courage. 

Mr.  Low^DE8  then  addressed  the  Committee 
in  defence  of  the  report  under  consideration,  aiKl 
in  reply  to  the  objections  urged  against  it  in  the 
course  of  the  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hardtn's 
motion  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  declare 
it  expedient  to  repeal  the  direct  tax,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — for  the  amendment  G9,  against 
It  88. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Hardin,  the  resolution 
was  then  laid  on  the  table;  and  the  Committee 
took  up  ihe  bill  to  repe^il  the  duties  on  certain 
domestic  manufaciures  ;  which  having  been  gone 
through,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again 

The  House  took  up,  successively,  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  Ordnance  department, 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  made  therein  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  duties  on  certain  domestic  manufactures. — 
The  latter  bill  was  so  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sergeant,  as  to  make  the  repeal  take  effect  froin 
the  passage  of  the  act.  instead  of  the  18th  April 
next.  Both  bills  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 

Satoroav.  February  3. 
An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the 
duties  on  certain  articles   manufactured  within 
the  United  Statess."  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 
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INDfeKN  DEPREDATIONS. 

Lattim>vre.  from  the  committee  to  whom 

rrferred  liie  memorial  of  ihe  Legislature  of 

lississipp,';  Territory,  and   the   petitions   of 

ihabitsnis  of  said  Territory,  relatincr  to 

lepredfciions,  made  a  report;  which  was 

comrr*tted  toa  Committee  of  the  Whole 

on  \  A'dne>day  iipxr. — The  report  is  as  follows: 

V  >y  petitioner;  stttc  that  the  inhabitant«  of  the  eaat- 
9n  ,  tlriion  of  tht  Mississippi  Territory  sustained,  dur- 
ing fee  late  war,  very  great  losses  of  property,  which 
waa'  liolen  or  deutroyed  by  the  hostile  Creek  Indians, 
ijnd  'fi  ftome  instances,  taken  from  them  by  the  troops 
ijii  ii  t-;  service  of  the  United  Btates  ;  and  pray  that  rep- 
tmi  <(i  may  be  Made  to  the  sutferers  out  of  the  lands 
f^UMienl  from  that  nation  uf  Indians  by  the  Treaty  of 
J'ear  >• 

A  longst  the  dpcuments  relating  to  this  subject  are 
Stat*  I  0uts  (wbicO  •re  sworn  to)  of  the  losses  sustained 
by  o  «  hundred  «nd  thirteen  persons,  which  ar«  esti- 
mat*  i;  in  the  wl^le,  at  $127,905.  As  these  injuries 
»»er»i  r+iflictcd  by  4he  enemy,  who  have  mide,  by  a  ces- 
sion ,)i  territory, -what  the  petitioners  conceive  to  be 
amp  'tcompensa^on  for  all  losses  sustained  as  well  as 
e«p«  ijes  iiicurre-;  by  their  hostility,  they  seem  to  think 
that  ^e  Bufferer%in  question  are  entitled  to  peculiar 
relif  ^ 

Y  «r  committ^Se  have  examined  the  ground  of  this 
claii  ^"but  they  fiiSd  nothing  to  support  it,  either  in  the 
treat  i|with  the  greeks  or  any  other  authentic  docu- 
men'  ./hich  they  ^ave  been  able  to  procure.  If,  there- 
fore, dlief  shall  tif!  granted  to  these  sufferers,  it  muat, 
in  l^  opinion  of  ^our  committee,  be  done  upon  a  gen- 
eral retnciple,  wl^jch  would  be  applicable  to  the  cases 
ofalij^ho  have  suffered  from  similar  causes  in  other 
p«n«  *  f  the  Uni|ed  States.  In  giving  this  opinion, 
70ur|ri>mmitlee  '  ave  no  disposition  to  impair  the  im- 

produce<^tiy  the  afflicting  scenes  through  which 
^lern  inhiiinlants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
tassed,  or  I'tf  diminish  whatever  claim  they  may 
j^  the  hum«|[iity  of  the  Government,  in  consider- 
Uf  their  prei^nt  distress.  But,  whatever  may  be  i 
|iril«  of  lhei|  claim  on  this  score,  your  committee  ' 


of  North  Carolina,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conner,  Craw- 
ford, Culj>eper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Forsyth. 
Glasgow,  Goldsborough.  Goodwyn,  Grifiin,  Hahn, 
Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Herbert, 
Huger,  Hungerford,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie, 
Lyon,  Maclay,  .Mayrant,  .McKee,  .McLean  of  Kentuc- 
ky, McLean  of  Ohio,  Murfree,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
ants, Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roanp,  Root,  Ross, 
Rugglcs,  Savage,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Stanford,  Stearns,  Strong,  Taggart,  Tate,  Taul,  Tay- 
lor of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,Thomas,Throop,  Tucker, 
Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  V\  heaton,  Whiteside, 
Wilcox,  Wilde,  Williama,  Willoughby,  Wiliitm  Wil- 
son.  Woodward,  Wright,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Hammond,  Hanson,  Hopkinson,  Jewctt,  Middleton. 
Mills,  Milnor,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Wen- 
dover,  Wilkin,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Hardin  then  reoewed  the  motion,  which 
he  had  made  without  success  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to 
declare  it  expedient  to  repeal  immediately  the  di- 
rect tax,  and  ihereoa  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  DcdHA  spoke  a  few  words  to  correct  a  mis- 
apprehension of  the  reporter,  from  not  being  able 
to  hear  Mr.  D.  distinctly  on  a  former  day,  when 
the  motion  was  made  to  reduce  the  direct  tax. 
He  was  desirous  to  reduce  the  direct  tax,  and  to 
make  it  annual,  but  not  to  abolish  it  at  present. 

Mr.  Ross  also  rose  for  a  similar  purpose.  He 
was  now  understood  to  say  that  he  would  not 
object  to  a  direct  tai.  if  necessary  to  defray  the 
reasonable  expenses  of  the  Goreroment ;  but,  be- 
lieving It  might  be  dispensed  with  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  interest,  he  should  vote  for  its 
repeal. 

Mr.  Stanford  inveighed  against   the    whole 


-  >  »^>  ,.'  r  -  ,      .        I  system  of  taxation  in  very  severe  terms  and  in 

c«nrv  t  P«rcei»r  l>^e  propriety  o   any  provision  for  the  r     .1  III  ,v,^.         -         .  i     V      tciuis,«uuiu 

■    •-i^         .    .  •'    f^    f^      /  J  J  "    still  more  severe  terms  inveighed  against  the  doc- 


fehetifhich  shall,  not  extend  similar  relief  in  all  sim- 
ilar (fles,  and  ihcjefore  submit  the  following  resolution: 
R^ivtd,  Thaijlhe  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  3b«  granted', 

•  5^HE  REVENUE. 

'T  w  House  tlijen  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee (^  ;ihe  Who^  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  \'  iys  and  M'aos,  re>peciing  the  revenue  ;  and 
aite,,  ^  short  tinl^e  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  .  i 

Tf^•  House  tcK>k  up  the  report  of  the  Commil- 
t«»e  i^{the  Wh<i^e,  on  the  proposition  to  reduce 


trines   which,  during   the    discussion,  had    been 

j  broached  by  certain  ministerial  members.     Doc- 

j  trines  which,  he  said,  if  republican,  must  be  re- 

;  publican  after  a  new  fashion — and  if  federal,  were 

ultra-federal,  and  not  at  all  of  the  old  kind.     It 

,  was  not  amiss  at  times  to  refer  to  first  principles; 

he  thought  it  would  be  well  if  the  House  would 

j  remember  what  they  were,  and  what  our  freedom 

j  W4s,  as  understood   by  those  who  purchased  it. 

The  strongest  feature    in    the  character  of  our 

fathers,  he  said,  was  insurgency  against  taxes,  and 

he   recited  the  various  insurrections  which  had 


ibe  l^nual  dir^l  lax  to  three  millions.  The  |  taken  place  on  that  particular  score,  from  the  first 
ameWment-a.^reed  to  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  j  opposition  to  British  taxation,  up  to  the  present 
Cla  ji^  in  Comn|iitee  of  the  Whole-to  limit  the  '  day.     He  then  directed  the  attention  of  the  House 


t«x 

ally 

a^d 

ail  fu' ^ws 


Jone  year,  '.n  as  to  bring  the  question  annu 
ffore  the   flouse,  was  concurred  in  by  yeas 
lys — for  tSe  amendment  109,  against  it  16, 


T 


Yifiji — Me«sn.',AlexBnder.  .\therton,  Baer,  Barbour, 
B»M^,  Baylies,  (iennett,  Bens,  Blount,  Boss,  Brad- 
birj^reckenridfjt',  Bngham.  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan, 
fiurtHle,  BurwelS  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clarke 


J 

'. 

i 


to  certain  injunctions  which  passed  the  Virginia 
Convention,  when  the  Constitution  was  adopted, 
and  which  were  annexed  as  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  by  a  committee  Tliese  he  said, 
enjoined  that  no  standing  army  or  body  of  regular 
troops  should  in  time  of  peace  be  kept  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress.     He  read  the  pro- 
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rision  from  "the  debates  of  the  Virginia  Conven- 
tion"— and  he  read  the  names  of  those  who  formed 
that  committee,  and  who  made  a  constellation  of 
patriots,  such  he  said  as  had  not  since  appeared 
in  the  United  States.  Among  them  were  the 
namesofWy. he,  Matthew,  Patrick  Henry.  George 
Mason,  and  Mr.  Monroe.  And  yet  gentlemen 
now  advised  the  adoption  of  that  very  measure 
which  those  patriots  solemnly  interdicted.  He 
observed,  that  when  he  first  took  a  seat  in  that 
House  he  had  on  either  side  of  him  old  Revolu- 
tionary men  of  high  patriotic  character.  If  he 
looked  forward,  he  had  ihem  before  him — if  he 
looked  back  he  saw  them  behind  him.  So  that, 
being  young  at  the  time,  he  could  not  help  feeling 
conscious  that  he  was  too  green  to  sit  among 
such  personages.  But  now  he  looked  in  vain  for 
them  ;  they  were  gone,  and  had  left  very  few  like 
them — sorry  indeed  was  he  to  say  that  they  had 
not  left  their  principles  with  their  sons.  Deeply 
did  he  regret  to  hear  such  doctrines  as  were  now 
ID  vogue,  from  their  successors — doctrines  which 
they  would  not  have  dared  at  that  time  to  avow. 
He  admired  the  candor  ot  Mr.  Calhoun — never 
indeed  was  candor  more  truly  admirable — for  that 
gentleman  had  unequivocally  pronounced  an  ex- 
ecration upon  all  those  who  should  not  agree  to 
erect  fortifications  immediately — forthwith  ;  and 
the  venerable  patriots  whose  names  he  had  just 
read— to  wit:  Wythe,  Matthew,  Henry,  Mason, 
and  Monroe,  were  unquestionably  objects  of  that 
execration,  and  so  was  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  so 
were  the  best  and  greatest  men  this  country  had 
produced,  for  they  purposely  rejected  fortifications, 
and  chose  to  rely,  for  the  country's  defence,  on 
the  courage  and  hardihood  of  the  people.  But 
they  were  Republicans  in  heart — they  had  no 
wild  notions  about  conquests,  and  national  energy 
and  military  glory,  and  all  that  mischievous  trum- 
pery that  entered  so  much  into  the  character  of 
gentlemen's  policy  in  these  new  days.  As  to 
Mr.  Jefferson,  once  the  object  of  those  gentlemen's 
admiration  as  well  as  the  corner  stone  of  their 
ascendency  and  elevation  to  power,  he  was  sunk 
in  their  feelings — he  was  dead — nay.  he  was  more 
than  dead,  for  he  and  his  principles  were  spurned 
by  them.  He,  whese  word  was  once  bowed  to  by 
them  as  wisdom  and  law.  was  now  condemned  by 
them  as  a  visionary  theorist.  Yes,  that  man  who 
more  than  any  man,  except  Washington,  had 
been  consecrated  with  the  veneration  and  confi- 
dence of  the  public,  and  to  whose  popularity  those 
very  persons  owed  their  situation  in  public  trust. 
was  now  disregarded  by  them. 

Mr.  S.  then  read  from  a  public  journal  of  that 
period  a  paper  written  at  the  close  of  Jefferson's 
first  term  of  Administration,  in  which  the  policy 
of  his  conduct  was  delineated,  and  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  pride  of  that  policy  and  the 
glory  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  directly  the  reverse  of 
that  which  seemed  to  animate  our  new  politicians. 
The  diminution  of  public  expenses,  the  reduction 
of  the  Army,  the  abolition  of  internal  taxes  and 
the  consequent  discharge  of  five  hundred  officers — 
in  a  word,  peace  and  economy — those  were  what 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  his  friends,  and  his  panegyrists 
14lhCoN.  1st  Sess. — 28 


maintained  to  be  true  national  glory.  If,  not  to 
follow  the  system  now  proposed,  deserved  execra- 
tion, surely  tenfold  execration  was  due  to  those 
whose  policy  was  such  as  that  paper  described. 

Mr.  S.  then  showed  the  folly  of  proposing  to 
fortify  our  shores — they  were  too  extensive  to  be 
fortified  by  anything  but  the  arms  of  the  people. 
Nor  was  there  any  call  for  it — even  in  the  last 
war,  what  mischief  did  the  British  do  along  our 
seaboard,  except  that  disgraceful  affair  to  us  the 
burning  of  Washington,  that  would  justify  such 
a  system  of  extravagance?  Along  shore,  they 
burned  barns,  and  robbed  hen-houses;  and  when 
negroes  ran  away  to  them,  they  took  them — but 
they  did  nothing  else;  and  he  recommended  to 
gentlemen  theconsideration  thai  there  wasnothing 
they  could  do  in  their  proposed  system  that  would 
not  be  a  reproach  to  their  own  past  profe.ssions. 
They  were  actually  taking  a  summerset  over  the 
heads  of  the  Federalists  and  running  on  far  before 
them.  From  the  Administrations  of  Washing- 
ton, or  even  of  Mr.  Adams,  no  examples  could 
be  adduced  of  their  resorting  to  such  energies  as 
these.  And  for  his  part  he  did  not  understand 
what  could  be  meant  by  building  up  armies  on 
possibilities.  We  had  nothing  to  fear — an  ocean 
of  three  thousand  miles  rolled  between  Europe 
and  our  country — and  there  was  no  nation  con- 
tiguous from  which  we  could  apprehend  danger. 

Mr.  S.  then  read  several  passages  from  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  Virginia  Assembly, 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madison  as  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, in  which  they  expressed  their  alarm  at  the 
danger  which  the  liberties  of  the  country. incurred 
by  Mr.  Adams's  raisingan  army, though  he  himself 
was  now  (in  an  universal  peace  too)  for  calling 
out  a  greater  number — and  deprecated  the  burdens 
on  the  people,  at  thai  time,  though  they  amounted 
only  to  three  dollars  a  head — while  he  now  urged 
taxes  that  would  amount  to  more  than  five  dollars 
a  head.  And  Mr.  S.  stated  it  as  a  circumstance 
characteristic  of  the  views  of  those  in  power,  as 
well  as  of  the  acquiescence  of  the  people  of  this 
country  under  imposture,  that,  while  in  France 
they  paid  but  five  dollars,  and  in  England  but 
five  and  a  half — we  in  this  country  paid  rather 
more  than  five,  taking  all  taxes  together. 

Mr,  S.  then  read  a  passage  from  Washing- 
ton's Farewell  Address  to  the  people  of  America. 
"Why."  said  the  Father  of  his  Country,  "  why 

■  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar  a  situation  ? 
'  why  quit  our  own.  to  stand  upon  foreign  ground? 

■  why,  by  interweaving  our  destiny  with  any  part 
'  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and  prosperity  in 
'  the  toils  of  European  ambition,  rivalship,  inter- 
'  est.  humor,  or  caprice 7"  We  profess  to  be  free, 
(said  Mr.  S.)  and  yet  at  every  step  we  take  we 
identify  ourselves  with  monarchists.  I  am  glad, 
however  that  gentlemen  are  so  very  frank  and 
open  in  their  avowals,  and  that  they  with  so  little  * 
disguise  acknowledge  their  entire  renunciation 
of  their  old  principles. 

Mr.  BcRNSiDE  said  he  rose  under  great  embar- 
rassment to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for 
a  very  few  minutes. 

A  resolution  has  been  reported  by  the  Com- 
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re  of  Wa*s  and  Means  for  laying  a  direct 
f  three  nj-JIIioos  of  dollars,  and  it  was  pro- 
to  araen(i  the  resolution  so  as  to  declare  it 
edient  to,-have  a  direct  tax. 
'le  proposifioa  was  plain  and  simple  ;  but  the 
dii|Assion  had^nvolved  not  only  the  past,  but  the 
fui  -je  policy  Oi'  this  Government.  In  the  latter 
po;  ui  of  view.  Bie  question  was  extremely  impor- 
\i\^  Jand  well  worthy  the  most  serious  consider- 
*ti^  of  the  !V>3tional  Legislature.     His  observa- 


and  their  homes;  and  it  wa.s  infinitely  more  to 
their  advantage  to  pay  a  small  tax  to  .support  the 
necessary  army.  As  to  the  national  debt,  he  was 
extremely  desirous  to  sink  it  as  fast  as  possible; 
at  the  same  time  not  to  put  any  unnecessary  bur- 
den upon  the  people.  There  was  no  honesty  or 
political  wisdom  in  leaving  a  large  national  debt 
upon  our  posterity,  when  a  considerable  part  of 
it  could  be  easily  paid  by  ourselves.  But  look, 
said  he,  at  the  situation  of  your  national  enemy. 


fla* 


teilNl 
ih^l, 


iio|w.  he  5aid,  jwould  be  principally  confined  to  There  never  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  Great 
tb^  icourse  an^t  policy  this  Government  should  |  Britain  when  she  possessed  such  a  disposable 
no  !  pursue.  JVluch  had  been  said  by  the  hon-  force,  and  such  powerful  means  of  annoyance,  as 
fix\  it  genilerafcn  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  ,  at  the  present  time.  France  was  humbled  in  the 
«n,  others,  inithe  course  of  this  debate,  about  '  dust.  She  will  probably  withdraw  her  powerful 
ibers  beintj  influenced  by  the  patronage  ere-  '  army  from  France,  and  she  might  as  well  sup- 
vby  tne  i^rmy.  and  the  system  of  taxes  con-  j  port  that  army  in  Canada  as  in  England.  Would 
Uated  by  t4ie  Government.  He  did  not  feel  -  gentlemen  calculate  on  her  magnanimity  ?  We 
ipplicaiioii  of  those  observations  to  himself;  j  were  her  competitors  in  commerce,  in  manufac- 
beklad  no  relatives  to  serve;  his  friends  were  in  '  tures,  in  the  arts.  She  viewed  us  with  jealousy 
po r.iher  wayjconnecied  with  this  Government  \  and  hatred  ;  and  he  would  ask  gentlemen  to  point 
ih;i|ihat  of  private  citizens.  There  was  not  in  j  to  a  solitary  instance  in  the  history  of  that  na- 
|vjisirict  wliich  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  i  tion,  where  she  was  governed  by  any  other  mo- 
nolitary  cijizen  holding  an  office  at  this  time  ,  tive  than  that  of  self-aggranJizement  ? 
je  Army  <»f  the  United  States.  He  did  not  ,  He  should  also  be  in  favor  of  a  very  consider- 
uon  these Ithings  at  present  in  any  other  point  I  able  increase  of  the  Navy — not  that  he  wished  to 
"of  Jjew,  or  wijh  any  other  object,  than  to  show  I  see  a  great  number  of  ships  in  immediate  com- 
th^he  was  n<(t  influenced  by  any  sordid  motive,  |  mission.  He  wished  additional  ships-of-war  to 
if  the  pol'cy  he  wished  this  Government  to  ^  be  built — a  large  supply  of  necessary  timber  to  be 


Mje 


was  wrong,  it  arose  Irom  an  error  m 
ment.  ani  not  from  any  personal  or  selfish 
g.  Hi>  |L»jecl  solely  was  to  secure  the  high 
honorably  standing  of  this  happy  country, 
to  contini<e  thi"=  Government  in  a  situation 
eserve  pt^ce  and  to  resist  aggression.     It  had 

fully  deinonstrated,  in  the  course  of  this 
ssion,  thit  to  keep  up  the  present  Army  of 
housand  ^en — to  produce  a  gradual  increase 
e  Navy-^to  put  our  fortifications  in  a  proper 

of  defe.^ce,  and  to  sink  the  national  debt, 
tax  was  necessary.  Was  this  course  of  policy 

g  ?  Te*  thousand  men  were  not  more  than 
'■cienl  lor  jthe  garrison  duty  of  this  country, 
as  but  thi  mere  skeleton  of  an  army.  They 
Id  scarc»-|y  be  suflScient  for  sentinels  along 
northern, frontier.  It  was  idle  to  talk  about 
number  |)eing  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
country.;   Gentlemen  talk  of  five  thousand 

r  former  jiVdministrations — ten  thousand  was 

more  at  tjiis  lime  than  five  thousand  former- 

*hen  we  jonsider  the  vast  increase  of  wealth. 

exteiideif  territory  of  the  country,  and   the 

I  increas<>j  of  population.     He  had  no  inten- 

of  makijig  this  nation  a  military  Govern- 
t;  but  it'  the  Army  was  to  be  reduced,  it 
t  inevitaiily  follow  that  many  of  the  present 

rtant  ai>U   necessary   fortifications  will  fall 

ruiQs.    ^e    wished  to  avoid  the  situation 


procured  for  the  construction  of  others,  and  every 
kind  of  naval  stores  in  the  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, so  that  ships  could  be  immediately  con- 
structed, if  the  exigencies  of  the  country  required 
it.  It  would  be  well  that  fortifications  should 
be  erected  and  improved  along  our  whole  sea- 
board, as  well  as  our  northern  boundary.  The 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Chesapeake,  and 
the  Delaware,  New  York  and  Boston,  should  be 
fortified  and  strengthened,  as  well  as  m.iny  inter- 
mediate points.  He  would  have  the  seaboard  so 
strong  that  an  enemy  would  meet  with  resistance 
at  the  threshold.  We  are  charged  by  honorable 
gentlemen  with  changing  our  principles.  He 
denied  that  the  Republican  party  of  this  country 
had  chan;;ed  their  principles.  The  situation  ot 
Europe  had  changed,  and  our  measures  should 
be  calculated  to  meet  that  change.  But  a  change 
of  measures  was  not  a  change  of  principles. 
When  a  navy  was  formerly  wished  by  some 
men  in  this  country,  it  was  not  necessary  to  pre- 
serve our  existence  as  a  nation.  It  woulJ  have 
been  burdensome,  and  we  flourished  without  it. 
Great  Britain  had  then  use  for  her  navy  near 
herself.  France,  Spam.  Holland,  and  Denmark, 
had  considerable  navies.  She  required  nearly 
her  whole  force  to  watch  her  neighbors,  and  they 
watched  each  other;  but  now  the  navies  of  France, 
Spain,  Holland,  and  Denmark,  were  either 


,  ,  I     .       , ,   pos- 

jiy  of  thciji  were  in  at  the  commencement  of  |  sessed  by  Great  Britain,  or  had  disappeared  from 
"ate  war.  '  The  militia  most  certainly  are  the  |  the  ocean.     In  short,  a  navy  was  not  at  that  time 
bulwark  o{  this  nation;  to  them 
look  in  all  great  struggles;  but 
lem  out   to    perform  garrison 

tof  peace.     It  was  a  prodigious  loss 
^  of  the  country,  to  be  absent  three 
»ix  month*  from  their  farms,  their  families. 


It  mihtart   bulw; 

country  ifeust  loc 

cannot  |all  the 


in  time, 


wanted  by  this  country.  The  present  time  was 
most  favorable  for  the  constructing  ships-of-war 
for  this  rising  and  growing  nation.  We  had  the 
advantage  of  experience.  We  know  the  precise 
force  of  British  ships-of-war  of  every  class,  and 
it  would  be  the  policy  of  this  Government,  la  the 
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construction  of  ships,  10  h*TC  each  class  superior  I  country  had  been  blest  with  the  smrit  of  th^ 
to  that  of  the  British,  so  as  to  secure  victory,  West;  if  they  had  not  thrown  immense  difficul- 
should  they  ever  come  in  contact.  !  ues  in  the  way  of  the  national  arms  ihev  would 

Bur,  suppose  we  have  a  surplus  revenue  over  I  not  have  this  trifling  solitary  matter"  to  comnlain 
the  expenditures  contemplated  by  this  Govern- I  about.  They  may  thank  themselves  and  the 
ment  at  the  present  time,  are  there  not  ways  and  I  shameful  policy  and  conduct  thev  pursued  for 
means  (.f  appropriating   it  to  great  national  ad-    their  loss  on  this  subject 

vantage  ?  Are  not  national  roads  much  wanted?  Mr.  McKee  said  that  the  question  in  itself  sei>- 
Are  not  canals  almost  indispensably  necessary  ?  '  arate  from  the  arguments  which  had  been  intro^ 
He  believed  it   to  be  the  interest  of  this  Govern-    duced  upon  it,  was  a  very  unimportant  one-  but 


ment  to  turn  their  attention  particularly  to  these 
subjects. 

It  would  be  the  interest  of  his  constituents  to 
pay  a  direct  tax  to  assist  in  cutting  a  canal  from 
the  Chesapeake  to  the  Delaware  ;  and  he  had  no 


the  doctrine?  which  some  gentlemen  had  broached 
in  discussing  it,  mu^t  produce  the  most  weighty 
bad  eflects  on  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
country.  Thinking  it  probable  that  from  thii 
very  discussion  historians  would  hereafter  com- 


doubt  they  would  tnosl  cheerfully  pay  it  for  that  I  mence  their  accounts  of  a  new  era  in  this  coun- 
object.  If  then,  this  view  of  the  policy  to  be  i  try,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  give  his  vote  in 
pursued  by  this  nation  is  correct,  taxes  are  indis-  I  that  way  which  was  most  likely  to  avert  evil 
pensably  necessary,  and,  il  necessary,  the  people  |  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  country.  Gea- 
were  prepared  to  pay  them.  The  people  were  |  ilemen  talked  of  being  guided  to  their  new  pro- 
enlightened  and  intelligent,  and  well  understood  jecis  by  experience,  and  had  inferred,  from  the 
thesituationof  theircountry, and  would  no  doubt  I  miscarriages  in  the  conduct  of  Government  a 
suDmit  with  cheerfulness  to  any  moderate  bur-  '  defect  in  the  Constitutional  system;  but  looki'ne 
hat  might  be  imposed.     The  direct  tax  was  '  to  facts,  it  was  demonstrable  that  incapacity  m 


dens  i 

the  most  equal  of  all  o'thers  that  could  be  devised 
or  levied  on  the  people  of  the  United  States;  il 
operated  equally  on  the  North  and  the  South,  the 
East  and  the  West— every  State  paid  in  propor- 
tion to  us  population,  and  every  citizen  paid  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  and  value  of  his  real 
property.  No  other  tax  could  be  devised  that 
wouM  unite  those  great  advantages  of  equality. 
Gentlemen  had  called  our  attention  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country  before  the  late  war.  It  was 
painful  to  look  at  our  humbled  situation  at  that 
period.  Our  commerce  was  the  sport  and  prey 
of  nearly  every  natioa  in  Europe.  England  and 
France,  pretending  to  retaliate  on  each  other, 
nearly  swept  our  flag  from  the  ocean.  Little 
Denmark  suffered  her  cruisers  to  capture  our 
ships,  and  thought  our  commerce  fair  game  ;  and 
even  the  Neapolitans  could  not  resist  the  tempta 


pacity 
the  official  departments  of  State  was  the  true 
cause  of  those  miscarriages.  Gentlemen  ought 
not  to  forget  that  while  the  Secretary  at  War 
was  early  furnished  by  Congress  with  everything 
that  he  required  for  carrying  on  the  war,  in  the 
most  unsparing  manner,  the  recruiting  oflicers 
were  not  furnished  with  the  means  of  proceeding 
upon  their  duty  till  the  succeeding  May.  Ineffi- 
ciency in  the  administration  of  Government  was 
no  reason  for  resorting  to  a  system  subversive  of 
the  principles  of  that  Government.  But,  gentle- 
men had  said  that  times  were  changed  ;  yes,  they 
were— and  they  might  have  added  that  they  them- 
selves were  changed  along  with  the  times;  and 
their  projects,  if  persisted  in,  would  change  every 
idea  of  Government  established  in  America,  to 
the  pernicious  doctrines  which  have  for  centuries 


.         -    .     ^  .-      prevailed  in  the  Old  World.     The  true  policy  of 

tion,  and  came  in  for  a  small  share  of  the  spoil,  i  this  country  was  to  preserve  the  moral  power  of 
it  was  impossible  for  thiscountry  to  be  in  a  more  I  it— but  the  tendency  of  the  schemes  of  those  in- 
miserable  and  degraded  situation.  |  novators  was  to  destroy  the  moral  power,  and  to 
But  mark  the  contrast.     See  your  present  proud  j  create  an  apathy  in  the  people.     What  he  asked 
pre-eminence.     Where  is  the  Power  in  Europe  I  was  the  cause  of  our  successes  against  the  Eng- 
ihat  does  not   respect  you— that  dare  commence  '  lish  in  the  late  war  ?     Why,  they  arose  from  the 


the  same  system  of  spoliation  and  injustice  ? 

The  national  character  of  this  country  stands 
pre-eminently  high.  You  have  acquired  national 
glory,  and  where  is  the  hoaorable-rainded  man 
that  IS  not  nroud  of  the  exalted  situation  of  his 
country  ?  It  was  his  sincere  and  ardent  wish  to 
maintain  this  dignified  and  honorable  character, 
this  high  and  exalted  situation,  as  the  best  pledge 
of  peace  and  happiness. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Hopkinson)  has 
exercised  the  whole  extent  of  his  ingenuity  to 
find  out  what  we  have  lost  by  the  war,  and  un- 
fortunately for  him  and  his  friends  he  has  hit 
upon  the  fisheries.  He  perceived  that  his  col- 
league meant  the  right  of  drying  fish  on  the 
islands  in  the  possession  of  the  British  and  on 
their  main  shore,  not  the  right  of  fishing  on  the 
great   bank.     If  the  people  of  that  part  of^  our 


operation  of  a  superior  moral  power  upon  the 
people;  the  Americans  having  loughi  for  every- 
thing that  was  dear  to  them,  while  the  English 
fought  only  for  objects  in  which  they  were  not 
at  all  personally  interested.  Without  exception, 
all  the  events  of  history  showed  that  those  who 
were  most  conspicuous  in  deeds  of  arms,  were 
those  whose  interest  were  most  intermingled  with 
the  objects  at  stake.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
French  Revolution,  it  was  the  increase  of  the 
moral  power  arising  from  the  objects  they  had  in 
view,  which  enabled  that  people  to  perform  such 
prodigies  of  valor  as  are  recorded  of^thera.  The 
moral  power  was  the  best  security,  and  the  in- 
crease of  the  physical  power  diminished  that  se- 
curity by  dwindling  the  moral  power.  Mr.  McK. 
differed  entirely  from  Mr.  Calhoun's  opinion, 
that  an  apathy  prevailed  in  the  people  of  Amer- 
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Khe*^  GoveronieDt  were  unable 
iheyk^houlJ  early  on  another  cac 
p^e  i^.ver  once  »hrunk,  or  utterec 


r.  if  it  dU,  it  respected  domet>tic  dangers 

they  hadpiown  their  alacrity  to  meet  the 

1  foe  ;  ani  there  was  much  more  cause  to 

eir  submitting  to  some  homebred  desp)ot, 

leir  yielifing  to  any  foreign  attack.     As  a 

jcl^f  this,  he-remarked,  that  when  the  finances 

tjX  countrylwere  tottering  in  the  late  war — 

"^  ^  "^le   to  devise  how 

impaign.  the  peo- 

!d  a  word  of  des- 

ponlnnce.     No-j-not  a   man    of  them.     Where, 

tiieiV^'d  their  lopes  rest  ?     Why,  where  it  ought 

l — on  thei|  confidence  in  the  moral  power, 

lonsequen*   exertions  of  the  nation.     This 

Se  sole  anihor  on  which  they  relied. 

McKee  tjien  directed  his  argument  to  show 

)11  the  fisC|4l  difficulties  which  had  ensued 

ioccasionea  not  by  any  indisposition  in  the 

to  meetjilie  exigencies  of  the  times,  but 

impolic|^  and  incapacity  of  Government 

as  eijlnced  in  tl^ir  restrictive  system. 

TJ^  course  i^w  projected  and  developed,  filled 
Mr.MlcK.,  he  r^wned,  with  fears  that  that  great 
l:*of  our  national  safety,  the  moral  power  of 
";untry,  w.  uld  be  deserted  and  left  uucher- 
iile  il^  physical  would  be  increased — 
the  ci  nsequence  would  be  the  nation's 
)g  neadlo  ig  on  the  same  road  which  led 
of  Euro  le  into  the  gulf  of  ruin  ;  and  he 
fd  the  He  jse  to  compare  the  words  of  Mr. 
Pit*  "whose  talents  nevertheless  he  owned  to  be 
supi^ior  to  tho:Je  of  any  other  man,  with  the  doc- 
trinij.  now  maintained  here.  Mr.  McK.,  how- 
evekiowned.  lliit  while  he  urged  this,  because  he 
rhofcht  it  Ins  ^uiy  to  do,  he  had  no  hope  of  its 
'SiroPcing  anyjeffect,  fur  he  was  convinced  that 
(heL  existed  4  predetermination,  against  which 
leaXra  would  eltert  all  its  force  in  vain. 

».  VVkighc  again    spoke   against  the   taxes 
wi»  great  eariesiness,  and  evident  sincerity. 

]£r.  GASTO>i  said,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  re- 
pe^/  the  direclitax,  because  he  thought  it  oppres- 
sivfLif  he  couitl  reconcile  it  to  his  conceptions  of 
iht^nterest  of  the  country  to  do  so — but,  consid- 
eriQ  that,  will)  such  a  heavy  debt  as  the  coun- 
trylvas  pledg»|j  for,  a  vigorous  system  of  finance 
iwa^  absoiuteiC  necessary,  he  was  unwilling  to 
■de»fljne  his  sh^re  of  the  responsibility,  whatever 
It  Might  be,  annexed  tu  granting  the  taxes  for 
.ihiCpurpose.  ; 

Rjt  while  lie  thus  voted  for  the  taxes  recom- 
m'^Jed  by  th4  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
besought  hitpself  entitled  to  state  the  purposes 
to  ^^hich  he  conceived  they  ought  to  be  applied — 
anc -this  he  wi^uld  do  in  the  words  of  Sir  Fletcher 
'.\(Mon.  who,  Ivhen  placed  in  a  situation  and  in 
m&tauce^which  laid  his  chief  hopes  at  the 
y  of  the  Cvown,  had  the  virtue,  when  present- 
^4|hecivii  li^t  bill  to  the  Kingut  Great  Britain. 
f^'\  him  ■■  itwas  hoped  that  what  the  Commons 
ha<|^giveu  cheerfully  His  Majesty  would  spend 
wiM»ly.''  In  clher  words  Mr.  G.  thought  he  had 
a  tfSht  to  den.|<nd,  that  with  respect  to  the  grants 
of  ^e  House,  jlhere  should  be  not  only  wisdom 
■inii^lecting  tl»e  means,  but  economy  observed  in 
thMipplicalioa  cf  them. 


He  would  tell  them  that  he  did  not  Tote  this 
money  for  the  prosecution  of  wild  schemes  of 
erratic  chivalry.  He  did  not  vote  it  with  a  view 
to  run  in  the  race  of  glory,  nor  to  divert  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Republic  from  the  occupations  of 
honest  industry  to  military  pursuits.  He  wished 
them  to  remain  what  they  are.  The  only  change 
he  desired  in  them,  was  to  be  more  industrious — 
but  not  in  the  military  life. 

Nor  did  he  vote  it  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
Government  to  run  the  brilliant  career  which 
gentlemen  had  proposed,  of  extensive  improve- 
ments in  military  roads  and  canals.  The  Got- 
ernment,  he  observed,  was  confederated  for  certain 
general  objects,  and  ou^ht  to  leave  those  improve- 
ments to  the  municipal  regulations  of  the  partic- 
ular States. 

Nor  did  he  vote  for  it  because  war  was  inevita- 
ble,as  some  gentlemen  had  insinuated.  Hedid  not 
coincide  in  opinion  with  those  gentlemen  who 
thought  it  was;  and  he  thought  there  was  much 
danger  in  giving  indulgence  to  such  sentiments  ; 
for,  the  moment  one  nation  viewed  another  as  a 
natural  enemy,  its  conduct  inevitably  began  to 
partake  of  that  feeling,  and  endless  causes  of  hos- 
tility would  arise.  But  he  would  indulge  the 
hope  that  the  councils  of  both  countries  would  be 
animated  by  a  superior  spirit — a  spirit  of  mag- 
nanimity and  mutual  tolerance;  and  that  the 
two  families  would  not  weaken  their  strength  by 
groundleis  ineffectual  struggles  with  each  other. 
In  short,  he  voted  with  a  view,  in  the  firsfplace, 
to  a  vigorous  system  of  defence  for  the  country, 
by  permanent,  safe  and  Constitutional  means  ;  not 
by  armies,  but  by  extending  the  Navy — and,  in 
the  next  place,  with  a  view  to  the  payment  of  the 
national  debt.  That  ought  to  be  discharged,  he 
said,  as  speedily  as  possible — for  it  hung  like  a 
mill-stone  about  the  neck  of  the  country,  incapa- 
citating it  from  vigorous  exertion.  This  season 
of  peace  he  observed,  ought  to  be  made  use  of  for 
the  purpose;  the  debt  must  be  paid  sometime, 
and  that  being  the  case,  the  sooner  it  was  paid 
the  better ;  for,  if  an  evil  was  to  be  encountered, 
it  ought  never  to  be  postponed. 

These,  Mr.  G.said,  were  the  purposes  for  which 
he  voted  for  this  system  of  finance.  He  was  the 
only  one  of  the  members  from  his  State  who 
took  up  that  responsibility;  and  he  did  so  with 
a  thorough  conviction  that  he  was  doing  his 
duty  ; — but,  doing  it  alone,  he  had  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  gentlemen  some  little  economy.  Econ- 
omy had  ever  been  a  principal  ingredient  in  the 
ways  and  means  of  the  greatest  statesmen — and 
a  favorite  maxim  of  Burke'&,  which  he  would  re- 
commend to  the  consideration  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  conducted  our  financial  concerns, 
was,  magnum  est  vectigal  parsimonia.  By  par- 
simony, in  hi>  construction  of  this  maxim,  he 
did  not  uuder.>tand  anything  sordid,  contracted 
or  mean,  but  plainly  this:  ''there  is  no  revenue 
equal  to  a  liberal  and  discreet  economy." 

And  here,  Mr.  G.  held  up  the  report  of  the 
Treasury,  and  pointing  to  a  particular  sheet  of  it, 
said:  It  is  melancholy  to  look  at  this  balance 
sheet — it  proves  how  deficient  our  Government 
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has  been  in  husbanding  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try. If  these  balances  are  due.  as  no  doubt  they 
are,  our  Government  is  inexcusable  in  not  com- 
pelling those  concerned  to  render  an  account  of 
them.  There  is  not  a  department  of  Government 
whose  accounts  would  be  received,  nor  is  there  a 
voucher  amons  them  that  would  he  admitted  in 
a  settlement  between  any  gentleman  and  his  over- 
seer. This  money  which  the  House  is  now  vot- 
ing may  also  be  prodigally  squandered  away,  and 
to  speak  ray  mind,  I  very  much  fear  that  a  great 
part  of  it  will  be  so;  yet  I  do  not  think  that  I 
should  be  justified  in  withholding  it  upon  that 
presumption. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  he  said,  not  to  repeat  the 
trespass  he  had  already  so  frequently,  during  the 
discussion  of  the  revenue  system,  committed  on 
the  politeness  of  the  House,  but  to  redeem  him- 
self from  an  apparent  inconsistency  in  the  vote 
he  was  about  to  give — he  rose,  but  to  explain. 

IfGovernraent  required  any  other  supplies  than 
those  already  granted,  and  he  was  bound  to  decide 
between  the  raising  of  it  by  a  direct  tax,  and  by 
internal  taxes,  he  would  prefer  the  former — be- 
cause he  was  convinced  that  the  principle  of  in- 
ternal taxation,  if  once  let  to  slip  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  House,  would  be  gone  forever  from  their 
grasp. 

He  dissented  from  Mr.  Gaston's  doctrine  about 
paying  off  the  public  debt ;  and  he  acknowledged 
with  him,  that  the  way  to  meet  an  enemy,  was 
to  confront  him  directly  ;  but  how  true  soever 
that  might  be  in  the  case  of  a  conflict  between 
man  and  man,  it  was  not  true  of  a  financial  diffi- 
culty, and  he  put  it  to  Mr.  Gaston  to  say,  whe- 
ther there  were  not  instances  in  which  it  would 
be  madness  to  pay  off  a  portion  of  a  debt  unne- 
cessarily. 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Gaston)  had 
spoken  of  economy,  and  said  that  he  was  cheered 
by  the  promise  of  ihe  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  that  a  system  of  accounta- 
bility was  about  to  be  introduced;  but  he  would 
tell  both  those  gentlemen,  that,  to  use  the  words 
of  a  rule  in  grammar,  we  should  always  find  our- 
selves in  the  future  in  Hua — we  should  never  be 
nearer  than  about  to  be.  No,  no— he  knew  those 
concerned  better.  There  were  too  many  inter- 
ested in  keeping  up  the  disease,  for  any  one  who 
knew  them,  reasonably  to  hope  for  a  cure.  We 
are  corrupted,  said  he,  we  are  corrupted  with 
our  own  money.  The  purchaser  is  here.  About 
to  have  acountability,  indeed  !  when  the  finger 
of  contempt  is  pointed  at  any  man  who  dares  to 
speak  of  accounting.  I  have  seen  a  man  laughed 
at,  for  only  talking  of  the  corruption  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department. 

He  then  stated,  that  it  was  his  intention  on 
Monday,  or  whenever  the  House  meant  to  act 
upon  the  measure  now  under  consideration,  to 
demonstrate,  not  to  mathematical,  but  to  moral 
certainly,  that  there  is  money  enough  without 
this  tax,  to  support  the  Government — not,  indeed, 
to  support  its  extravagance — not  to  support  its 
nepotism — not  to  support  its  abuses — but  to  up- 
hold it,  in  the  situation  in  which  it  was  wont  to 


be  upheld,  before  this  general  solution  of  morals, 
that  has  come  upon  us ;  as  it  was  under  Jefferson 
and  Washington— to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  and  to  redeem  the  principal  as  soon 
as  it  had  ever  been  thought  advisable  to  redeem 
it,  before  certain  new  financiers  found  it  conve- 
nient to  think  otherwise.  "  THmeo  Danao*,"  said 
he,  I  shrewdly  suspect,  that  they  have  no  just  view 
in  this  violent  haste,  all  at  once  to  payoff  the 
debts,  which,  till  now,  thev  were  well  enough 
satisfied  to  leave  to  the  regular  course  of  liquida- 
tion. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  was  willing  to  support  the 
Navy,  and  to  increase  it  from  time  to  time,  to  a 
degree  commensurate  with  the  necessities  of  the 
country — to  put  into  the  hands  of  every  militia- 
man, at  once,  a  musket  and  a  bible — in  order  to 
arm  him  with  moral  and  physical  force.  He 
would  also  keep  the  existing  fortifications  in  re- 
pair; and  I  will  demonstrate,  said  he,  that,  for 
all  these  purposes,  there  are  now,  ample  funds — 
but,  I  will  not,  therefore,  agree,  that  because  the 
ordnance  has  undergone  some  dilapidations,  a 
million  of  dollars  shall  be  given — and  that  forth- 
with—to increase  it ;  or  that  while  some  objects 
are  left  unprovided  for,  others  shall  be  starved  or 
neglected. 

After  specifying  some  particular  points,  upon 
which  he  intended  to  animadvert  on  Monday,  he 
declared  that  he  should  not  be  as  liberal  as  Mr. 
Gaston  was.  on  this  occasion  ;  he  would  require 
security — an  endorser.  That  gentleman,  he  said, 
was  out  in  his  reckoning,  if  he  thought  that  Gov- 
ernment could  be  brought  to  account,  by  any  pro- 
visions they  could  make  for  the  purpose;  for  his 
part,  he  would  not  give  a  pepper-corn  for  their 
accountability.  Who  is  your  auditor?  Who 
is  your  comptroller ?— he  exclaimed.  Do  you 
expect  any  effectual  control  over  an  Administra- 
tion, through  the  medium  of  men  who  hold  their 
offices  by  its  gift,  and  are  dependent  on  its  will 
and  pleasure?  Look  at  your  accounts !  They 
are  such  accounts  as  no  court  would  receive 
from  a  guardian  or  executor — nor  any  man  of 
common  sense  receive  from  any  other  person, 
unless  it  were  in  the  case  of  a  friend,  to  whom 
he  might  say,  '•  I'll  take  your  word  for  it."  No, 
no — no  account  can  be  had  from  them,  but  one 
general,  systematic  prostration  of  la  w  and  morals." 

You  cannot  go  even  through  the  avenues  of 
this  House,  said,  he,  without  meeting  the  public 
despoil<*rs,  wits  faces  dressed  in  smiles,  and  bodies 
bending  into  bows;  but  if  you  are  known  to  look 
deeply  into  them — if  you  are  suspected  of  keep- 
ing them  steadily  in  your  eye,  and  of  searching 
them  through — they  look  at  you,  just  as  the 
nightly  robber  looks  at  the  honest  mastiff,  lying 
before  the  door  which  he  wishes  to  break  open. 
I  know  them — and  the  nation  shall  know  them. 
I  shall  not  be  deterred  by  delicacy — or  etiquette, 
as  it  is  called — from  putting  home  questions,  on 
this  Qoor ;  and,  if  those  questions  shall  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  voles  of  this  House,  I  will  lay  be- 
fore you  such  a  scene  of  collusion,  corruption, 
and  public  robbery,  as  never  was  brought  to  light 
before,  in  any  age  or  nation.     I  know  what  I  shall 
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ha\e  -j^  pay  for  fhis,  but  I  care  not ;  had  I  con- 1  Ways  and  Means,  enclosing  a  detail 

su^teL'selfish   pcjicy  or  personal  ease,  I  should    of  the  sums  necessary  for  the  Ordn 
t_    ,.r-.«-_-      tu L-.  :.  : f^^  jj.^  ^^^^  jgjg      Ordered 


nevei'^^iave  left  l^'ome.     I  know  what  it  is  to  rouse 

the  ijbiity  hostil   know  what  it  was   to  have 

the  Yazov  clan,  but  I  despise  them  all.     I 

he  price  I  am  to  pay  for  my  duty — I  know 

le  assassip  of  reputation  already  nibs  his 

.    me,  but  tthat  shall  not  deter  me  from  a 

diog  whiijlh  I  owe  to  my  country,  which 

0  myself,Avhich  I  owe  to  ray  God. 

a  few  W'wds  against  the  motion  from  Mr. 

WARD,  anc^an  ineffectual  effort  of  Mr.  Har- 

procure  af,  adjournment,  with  the  view  of 

propositions  which, 
e  necessity  of  the 
ken  on  the  motion 


le  taxfcntirely,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
llows  :• 


ih 

s  full 

Mf«sri.  ^therton,  Bter,  Barbour,    BayUes, 

Bos.<,    Bstdbury,     Breckenridge,     Brigham, 

Bryan,    Cady,  Cannon,    Champion,    Cilley, 

f  North  (jiAroIina,  Cooper,  Culpep^r,  Daven- 

IdaborougL,  Hale,   Hardin,    Hawea,    Heister, 

n,   Herbf^t,    Hulbcrt,  Hungerford,  Jackson, 

Kent,  Kii^  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North 

,  Langdoiij  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon, 

McCoy,  Mi'Kee,  Mills,  Moore  of  South  Caroli- 

eley,  Noy<|^,  Parns,  Pitkin,  Powell,  Randolph, 

'^eynolds,  Rfe,  Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Sharpe,  Shef- 

*"  .nth   of  Vi'^ginia,    Stanford,    Steams,   Strong, 


WheiJJn, 


Win, 
Virg) 


StiirgJI.  Taggart,  Tallmadge,   Tate,   Taul,   Thomas, 
''ard  of  M^sachusetts,    Ward  of  New  York, 
n,    Wilcov    Williams,   Wright,   and   Yancey 
-!73.  A  ? 

,N'am — .Messrs.  jiilexandrr.  Baker,  Bassett,  Bateman, 
BAnnS,  Betts,  B;^ dsall,  Birdseye,  Brooks,  Buruside, 
Burw^,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark  of  Ken., 
ClenikAinin,  Clopu-m,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
CythMfl,  Darlin(rton,  Desha,  Forney,  Gaston,  Glas- 
guvr,  Spli^i  Goodvi.*vn,  Gnffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hall, 
Ham^ind,  Huget,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Ir- 
Pennsylv^ia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of 
,a,  Lowndeji,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Maclay,  Mayrant, 

Ohio,   Middleton, 
Nelson  of  Virginia, 
^  Piper,  Pleasants, 

Reynyils,  Roane,"  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Sergeant, 
SavaS,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Southard, 
TuylSofNew  Y(^k,  Telfair,  Throop,  Tucker,  Wal- 
lace, w^trd  of  N^w  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside, 
WUl'W  Wilkin.  I^illoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  Wil- 
luuD  B  dson,  Wo<i.iward,  and  Yates — 81. 

'MJ^icKENS  ifien  made  a  motion  to  amend  the 
rwol^fion  for  cJntinuing  a  direct  tax  of  three 
iE(illiJ|is,  so  as  ti'reduce  the  tax  from  three  to  two 
m^illj^s;  but,  U^fore  the  question  was  taken,  the 
}i|ou^adjourne^^ 


»Ac"*' 


Mi^NDAY,  February  4. 

^ner  memtier,  to  wit :  from  Maryland,  Sam- 
viv  ^  iJiTH,  elecied  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
si^ntw  by  the  re  ignation  of  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
a^pei^d.  produ(^d  his  credentials,  was  qualiQed, 
a^d  ^k  his  seau 

'Mj«<iLowNDES,flaid  before  the   House  a  letter 
'-       '  g  Secreii-'ry  of  War  to  the  Committee  of 


i 


oq^c 


led  statement 

lance  depiart- 

to  lie  on  the 


ment 
table 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Captain 
Charles  Stewart,  late  Commander  of  the  frigate 
"Constitution,''  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  P. 
reported  a  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Constitution  for  the  capture  of  the  British 
sloop-of-war  "Levant;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  announcing  the  unan- 
imous rejection  by  the  Legislature  of  tnat  State, 
of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution 
by  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  Militia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  paying,  for  the  term  of  six  months, 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia  who  were 
taken  prisoners  at  Fort  Meigs,  in  the  late  war. 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Dudley,  who  fell 
in  battle  on  that  occasion. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  variance  in  amount  of  the  state- 
ments obtained  from  tne  Treasury  in  1809,  and 
at  this  time,  in  regard  to  the  receipts  and  expend- 
itures of  the  Government  since  the  year  1789, 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to— no  objection  being 
made  to  it. 

PETITION  OF  R.  M.  POMEROY. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Ralph  M.  Pome- 
roy;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1812,  and  for  some 
time  previous  thereto,  the  petition«r  owned  and  occu- 
pied a  dwelhng-house  in  the  village  of  Buflalo,  m  the 
State  of  New  York  ;  that,  on  the  aforeaaid  day,  a  num- 
ber of  soldiers  belonging  to  the  United  States  Army 
came  to  his  house,  broke  it  open,  destroyed  his  furni- 
ture, and  set  the  House  on  fire  and  burnt  it.  The  pe- 
titioner prays  of  Congress  to  be  paid  the  value  of  his 
house  and  furniture. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee,  from  the  ex 
parte  evidence  of  the  petitioner,  what  was  the  cause  of 
such  wanton  and  unlawful  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
soldiery.  However  much  it  is  to  be  deprecated  in 
those  who  perpetrated  the  olTence,  yet  it  cerUinly  has 
created  no  obligation,  moral  or  legal,  on  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  for  the  injury.  This  principle  has  often 
been  adopted,  and  is  believed  by  the  committee  to  b« 
founded  in  a  wise  and  just  policy.  They  recommend 
to  the  House  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

PETITION  OF  COLONEL  SCHUYLER. 

Mr.  Yancey  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Colonel  Peter  P.  Schuyler ;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  in  1812,  the  petitioner,  late  a  Colonel  in  the 
thirteenth  regiment  of  infantry,  was  assigned  to  the 
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recruiting  service,  the  head-quarters  of  which  was  in 
the  city  of  New  York  ;  that  he  received  from  the  De- 
partment of  War,  at  several  time<<,  large  sums  of 
money  for  that  purpose;  that,  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, 1812,  he  put  into  the  post  office,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  two  hundred  dollars,  enclosed  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  Major  Joseph  L.  Smith,  then  at  Litch- 
field, Connecticut,  for  the  recruiting  service,  and  which 
Major  Smith  informed  him  did  not  reach  him.  The 
petitioner  states  that,  upon  a  settlement  of  his  accounts 
with  the  Department,  that  sum  has  not  been  allowed 
him,  because  he  could  not  produce  a  receipt  from  Ma- 
jor Smith.  He  asks  of  Congress  to  be  allowed  the 
sum  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  the  money 
was  transmitted  to  Major  Smith  by  mail,  by  the  order 
of  the  Department  ;  and,  unless  special  orders  for  that 
purpose  had  been  given,  they  arc  of  opinion  that  the 
risk  of  such  transmission  was  with  the  petitioner,  and 
therefore  he  is  not  entitled  to  relief.  They  recommend 
to  the  House  the  following  resolution  : 

Kesolvfd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

COM.MERCIAL  RESTRICTIONS. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
excluding  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States  ail  for- 
eign vessels,  owned  in,  coming  from,  bound  to,  or 
touching  at,  any  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  possessions 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  the  continent  of  North 
America,  from  which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
are  excluded ;  and  of  prohibiting,  or  increasing  the 
duties  on,  the  importation  in  foreign  vessels,  of  any 
articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  such 
possessions." 

Mr.  K.  said,  he  was  induced  to  present  thij  res- 
olution, as  well  from  information  as  to  the  state 
of  the  trade  already  alluded  to,  received  before 
and  since  he  left  that  part  of  the  country  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  as  from  his  own 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  some  legislative 
provision  on  the  subject.  It  is.  jaid  Mr.  K.,  by 
no  means  the  object  of  this  resolution,  to  revive 
an  extensive,  odiou*.  restrictive  system,  or  com- 
mercial warfare  with  Great  Britain  ;  but  justly 
to  retaliate  upon  her  some  of  those  embarrass- 
ments, which  her  rigid  coloni-il  system  is  at  this 
moment  inflicting  upon  us.  When  you  turn  your 
attention  to  that  nation,  you  do  see  in  operation 
one  of  the  most  rigid,  exclusive  colonial  systems 
that  ever  was  adopted  by  any  nation;  well  di- 
gested and  prepared,  as  to  her  interest,  for  the 
present  state  of  commerce  in  the  world.  I  will 
ask  your  attention  to  its  effects  on  our  country, 
with  relation  to  the  possessions  mentioned  in  the 
resolution  ;  for  as  to  our  commerce  with  her  Eu- 
ropean territories,  the  fate  of  that  has  been  deier- 
rnined  for  four  years,  by  the  commercial  conven- 
tion. It  will  be  seen  that  Great  Britain  had,  be- 
fore the  formation  of  the  arrangement  with  us. 
secured  to  her  subjects  in  Nortti  America  every 
advantage  in  her  power,  by  securing  to  them  a 
ready  market  for  every  article  which  they  could 
furnish,  at  a  very  low  duty;  while  on  the  same 


article,  when  imported  in  the  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  or  even  British  vessels  from  this  coun- 
try.  a  duty  is  imposed,  amounting  to  a  prohibition. 

In  relation,  then,  to  this  trade,  all  our  vessels 
are  permanently  excluded  from  her  islands  and 
continental  possessions  in  America.     She  did,  in- 
deed, for  a  time,  offer  one   or  two  insignificant 
ports  in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  under  great  lim- 
itation, which  we   ought  to   have  rejected  with 
scorn.     While  the  United  States,  on  the  contra- 
ry, threw  all  their  ports  open  to  British  vessels  of 
every  description.      She    next  selects  from  her 
stores  such  articles  as  are  not  important  to  her, 
and  sends  them  to  the  United  States;  and  also 
selects,  in  return,  such  articles  as  she  cannot  pro- 
duce or  do  without;  that  is,  she  picks  and  culls 
our  market,  as  a  petty  shopman  does  his  wares; 
and  we  greedily  receive  whatever  she  is  pleased 
to  vouchsafe  to  us— a  beggar,  like  us.  devours  the 
crumbs  which  fall  from  the  rich  man's  table— we 
ought  to  spurn  sach  a  degraded,  such  a  contempt- 
ible traffic.      In  regard,  then,  to  the  direct  trade 
between   the  United  Stales  and   the  possessions 
named,  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  are  the  only 
carriers;  her  ships  from  Great  Britain  may  come 
to  any  of  our  ports  with  full  freights  of  dry  goods; 
with  part  of  the  proceeds  purchase  a  load  of  lum- 
ber, stock,  provisions,  dec.,  (such  I  mean  as  they 
choose  to  admit  in  the  islands.)  sell   it  at   their 
islands  at  great  profit,  take  in  a  cargo  of  West 
India  produce,  and  carry  it  to  aiiy  part  of  Europe, 
giving  them  full   freights   in  three  distinct  voy- 
ages.    And  a  portion  of  our  lumber,  and  pot  and 
pearl  ashes,  will  and  does,  by  Champlain  and 
other  waters,  find  their  way  to  the  St.  Lawrence, 
are  bought  up  by  the  British  capitalist  at  his  own 
price,  and  sent  to  a  most  profitable  market  in 
Great  Britain  and  the  West  Indies,  giving  em- 
ployment to  their  ships  and  great  profit  to  their 
merchants.   The  only  way  in  which  lumber,  fish, 
flour,  rice,  &c.,  in  our  vessels,  find  a  market  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  is  through  some  island  be- 
longing to  some  other  foreign  nation,  less  rigid 
than  Great  Britain  in  hercolonial  system  ;  and  in 
the  same  way  we  receive  in  our  ships  some  of  her 
products,  all  loaded  with  additional  freight  and 
insurance,  for  carriage  among  the  islands.    But  of 
this,  miserable  as  it  was,  we  are  in  part  deprived, 
or  attempted  to  be,  by  an  act  of  one  of  her  colo- 
nial assemblies,  made  expressly  against  this  coun- 
try, and  no  doubt  the  same  will  be  done  in  other 
islands.     I  allude  to  '-An  act  laying  a  duty  on 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  this  island  (Jamaica)  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  other  places,"  passed  the  14th 
November,  1815.  by  which  it  is  enacted,  that, 
from  the  passing  of  that  act,  and  during  its  con- 
tinuance, there  shall   be  levied  and  paid  to  His 
Majesty,  &,c.,  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  that  island  "'from  any  port  or 
'  ports  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  from 
■  any  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  belonging 
'  to,  or  under  the  dominion  of  any  foreign  Euro- 
'  pean  sovereign,  in  a  state  of  amity  with   His 
'  Majesty,  the  folio  wing  duties,  viz. .among  others — 

'  For  every  barrel  of  wheat  flour,  not  weighing 
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;iii)eing 

'A)r  ev( 
i^jes  inc 


thao   19{,  net  weight,  thirteen  shillings 
(four  peQC»i 

)r  100  poufids  of  rice,  six  sbilliogs  and  eight 
« 

|r  every  1,^<X)  shingles,  or  Boston  chips,  not 
than  iwti-ve  inches  in  length,  six  shillings 
'  anf  j?ight  penrlf."     (About  three  times  the  first 
-"-- -seing  whaj  we  call  common  shipping  shin- 
j 
very   f.OOO  shingles  more  than  twelve 
)ches  (jn  length,  thirteen   shillings  and 
pence;*'  «>eing  more  than  the  value  in  the 
;rn  parts  cj  this  country.) 
)r  every  1  *)00  feet  of  white  and  yellow  pine 
fjer  of  all  ^descriptions,   twenty    shillings;" 
i*lh   is  abo\>  half  the   original  cost  in   this 
coujry) 

i  Vj^ious  otheriap(icles,  on  which  specific  duties 
iposed  in  ^he  same  proportion,  and  an  ad 
^m  duly  of^ten  per  cent,  on  all  other  articles 
they  seejfit  to  admit.  And  information 
^en  received  that  it  is  their  intention,  in  re- 
to  the  article  of  plaster  from  Nova  Scotia, 
«)Ose  an  exi^ort  duly  on  it  of  five  dollars  the 

market.)  when 

that  their  vessels 

»be   the  e;^:lusive  carriers   to  those   States 

It  IS  useij.     The  operation  of  this  system 

North  arrd  East  is  buch.  that  our  lumber 

^  to  the  W^t  Indies  has  been  nearly  deslroy- 

jd    iwo-thj^rds  of  the  vessels   in   that  trade 

►  n   out  of  Employ.     I  presume  that  nearly 

iird  of  all  ihe  tonnage  of  Maine  (which,  in 

not  a  ve^y  propitious   year,  amounted  to 

))  was    rVirmerly    employed   in   the    West 

trade,     .-f  large  proportion  of  our  vessels 

low   beccime    useless,  and   British    vessels 

many  ^ases,  l)ecome  our  carriers. 

questionjthen  is,  said  Mr.  K..  whether  we 

SQatvtaid  Grea^Bntain   to  enforce   her  colonial 

iysjfcQ,  exclusijely  for  the  benefit  of  her  subjects, 

(Jr  iCialiate  upo.j  her  some  of  the  injuries  which 


5)0se  an  export  duly  on  it  of  I 

'learly  il>  fcalue  in  the  Boston 

ttl  East  ot'  New  Haven,  so  th 


inur-  ir; 
Uavaino 
IjaTBio 

Sha^i  ail 


po^j 
ffer  from  Jier 
and 


navigation 


aws.     It  will  be 

than  in  vain,  that  we  freed 

ves  Irora^Jorraer   impositions  and  preten- 

if  we  rai>t  agam  be  brought  in  subjection 


lin 


w^rse 


onial  >ervftude. 

e  whole  tt^de  of  this  country  is  too  valuable 
bartered  ajway  for  a  portion  of  that  of  any 
1.  I  canmjt  admit  the  doctrine,  that  we  have 
uivalent  t^  offer  Great  Britain  for  this  trade; 
les  its  eqijivalent  with  it,  as  she  may  and 
to  find  itiin  that  immense  traffic  she  enjoys 
«ei(||j5this  country.  She  appeared  disposed,  by 
vie^aty,  to  pi|t  the  commerce  of  the  iwocoun- 
t/ie^jpon  the  raost  liberal  ground  of  reciprocity. 
•"-  id  of  that^we  do  not  gain  half  the  advan- 
which  wt,.  yield  to  her,  while  she  closes  so 
of  her  pojis  against  us.  Whatever  interest 
I  Britain  Lis  to  favor  the  colonial  trade  of 
ibjects,  wtj  have  none;  nor  ought  we  to  aid 
tnis  semiiterrapin  policy.  If  these  colonists 
^upA^e  they  cjin  do  without  a  trade,  on  the 
jjro\%d  of  reciprocity  with  us,  let  us  see,  in  re- 
?urijj|if  we  canir-)t  do  without  a  trade  with  them  ; 
tne  -^ood  effec,  at   least,  will   be  produced:  we 


I 


« 

I 
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shall  encourage  the  productioQ  of  sugar,  molas- 
ses, rum,  «Sc.c..  in  our  Southern  States  ;  and  thus 
with  the  trade  we  shall  enjoy  with  the  colonial 
possessions  of  other  nations  in  the  West  Indies, 
free  our  citizens  from  these  colonial  impositions. 
Unless  foreign  nations  are  disposed  to  trade  with 
us  on  the  ground  of  the  most  perfect  reciprocity, 
I  would  reject  their  commerce,  and  by  every 
means  in  our  power  encourage  all  articles,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  our  coun- 
try. &c. 

Mr.  Forsyth  thought  the  resolution  too  limi- 
ted in  its  terms.  He  therefore  suggested  an 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  the  words  "  Uni- 
ted Slates,"  the  words  "or  laying  additional  du- 
ties on." 

Mr.  King  said,  he  had  no  kind  of  objection  to 
the  amendment,  which  he  therefore  accepted  as 
a  part  of  his  motion.        -^ 

Mr.  BuRWELL  said,  this  was  a  proposition,  it 
appeared  to  him,  of  such  importance,  that  the 
House  ought  to  act  with  much  caution  in  respect 
to  it.  If  the  United  States  undertook  to  counter- 
vail the  British  colonial  policy,  it  was  in  vain  to 
suppose  that  it  would  not  produce  collision  with 
that  nation.  The  subject  of  this  proposition 
would  necessarily  affect  the  consumers,  and  par- 
ticularly the  agriculturists  of  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  course  of  this  nation,  on  this  sub- 
ject should  depend  much  on  the  policy  pursued 
by  the  other  nations  of  Europe  in  regard  to  those 
colonies.  It  was  perfectly  evident,  Mr.  B.  said, 
that  the  effect  of  those  measures  of  the  British 
Government  must  be  to  embarrass  the  intercourse 
with  her  colonies,  and  enhance  to  the  consumers 
in  the  islands  the  price  of  every  necessary  of 
life;  if  the  policy  of  the  other  owners  of  islands  in 
the  West  Indies  should  be  more  liberal,  Great  Brit- 
ain will  lose  the  benefit  of  the  trade  she  burdens  so 
heavily,  and  the  evil  will  cure  itself.  England 
has  a  right  to  regulate  the  trade  to  htr  colonies 
as  she  pleases;  and  an  attempt  to  coerce  her  to 
change  her  policy  in  this  respect  would,  he  appre- 
hended, ultimately  prove  the  commencement  of 
a  new  commercial  contest  with  England.  He 
was,  therefore,  desirous  that  no  decision  should 
be  made  on  this  proposition,  without  mature  con- 
sideration, and  full  information,  particularly  as 
to  the  policy  of  the  other  Powers  in  Europe  who 
have  colonies  abroad. 

Mr.  King  spoke  in  reply,  and  in  further  support 
of  his  motion.  He  said,  he  had  intended  to  hare 
made  this  resolution  more  general,  to  countervail 
the  restrictions  and  impositions  to  which  our  trade, 
wiih  the  colonial  posse.ssions  of  other  foreign 
nations,  is  subjected.  But,  as  we  yet  had  no  op- 
portunity of  forming  any  new  commercial  ar- 
rangements with  other  foreign  nations,  I  thought 
It  best,  for  the  present,  to  omit  them.  Great 
Britain  too,  of  all  nations  in  the  world,  is  bound 
to  form  with  us  the  most  liberal  and  reciprocal 
commercial  arrangements ;  I  mean  from  the 
amount  and  kind  of  trade  which  she  enjoys  with 
us.  She  receives  from  us  tiie  raw  material  to 
keep  in  motion  a  great  proportion  of  her  manu- 
laciuring   industry   and  ingenuity,  then  sends  a 
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large  proportion  back  in  its  finished  state,  as  to 
manufacture,  to  be  consumed  in  this  country. 
Mr.  K.  further  said,  it  might  be  feared  by  some, 
that  the  retaliation  proposed  would  deprive  us  of 
some  necessary  supplies.  I  think  not,  said  he;  it 
is  for  the  interest  of  the  islands  to  receive  various 
products  of  this  country,  in  exchange  for  their 
produce.  It  will  be  impossible  to  prevent  a  traf- 
fic of  this  kind,  through  the  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies  of  other  European  Powers;  from 
these  possessions,  then,  and  our  Southern  States. 
an  abundant  supply  can  be  afforded.  Will  it  not 
lead  to  a  war  with  Great  Britain  ?  Just  com- 
mercial retaliation  can  never  be  a  just  cause  of 
war.  When  Great  Britain  thinks  it  for  her  in- 
terest to  have  a  war  with  this  country,  pretexts 
will  not  be  wanting.  We  are  not  to  be  deterred 
from  any  just  or  necessary  measure  by  any  fear 
of  this  kind  ;  it  is  quite  sufficient  for  us,  that  the 
interest  of  our  citizens  and  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  this  nation  demand  it. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  he  was  surprised  at  any  op- 
position being  made  to  the  adoption  of  a  proposi- 
tion to  inquire  into  this  highly  interesting  sub- 
ject. He  desired  nothing  more  than  reciprocity 
in  our  intercourse  with  Great  Britain.  But  he 
was  not  to  be  deterred  from  countervailing  her 
commercial  regulations,  by  the  fear  of  new  col- 
lisions with  her,  and  he  hoped  we  should  never 
let  her  transgress  the  rules  of  a  just  policy  to- 
wards us.  without  attempting,  by  corresponding 
regulations,  to  bring  her  to  a  sense  of  justice.  He 
would  give  her  a  carte  blanche,  to  inscribe  there- 
on what  regulations  she  chose  for  her  intercourse 
with  us,  provided  they  were  exactly  reciprocal. 
He  was  glad  his  honorable  friend  from  the  East 
had  introduced  this  proposition,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  the  means  of  bringing  the  question  fully 
before  the  House.  He  would  not  supply  her 
islands  with  a  biscuit  or  a  cigar,  but  on  terms  of 
reciprocity. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  permit  such  a  modifi- 
cation of  his  motion,  as  should  include  in  the 
inquiry  not  only  the  policy  of  Great  Britain,  but 
of  other  nations.  He  could  see  no  reason  why 
the  measures  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  re- 
specting the  trade  with  their  colonies,  should  not 
meet  the  same  counteraction.  He  could  not, 
however,  see  the  subject  in  the  serious  aspect  in 
which  It  had  appeared  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  He  could  not  agree  in  the  opinion  that 
it  would  involve  us  in  a  serious  commercial  con- 
flict with  England,  because  it  did  not  propose  an 
abandonment  ol  her  commercial  system.  Some 
discriminating  duties  might  bo  adopted,  not  by 
way  of  retaliation  of  those  imposed  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, but  to  induce  her,  by  considerations  of  recip- 
rocity and  mutual  convenience,  to  abandon  those 
reffulaiions.  The  adoption  by  this  country  of  a 
policy  which  would  only  burden  with  considera- 
ble duties  the  vessels  of  those  countries  which 
exclude  our  vessels,  dec,  would  merely  have  the 
effect  of  inviting  a  change  of  their  system.  It 
would  be  merely  offering  them  an  inducement  to 
reciprocity.     He  could  see  no  icason,  however,  i 


why  a  distinction  should  be  made  in  this  propo- 
sition between  Great  Britain  and  other  nations. 

Mr.  King  professed  his  readiness  to  give  the 
inquiry  the  utmost  latitude  although  his  object 
had  been  more  limited  ;  and  was  willing  to  accept 
any  amendment  proposed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolve 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty." 

Mr.  Wilde  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  King.)  He  had 
no  objection  to  consider  the  resolution,  and  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndks.) 
But  as  his  friend  and  colleague,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  (Mr.  For- 
syth) was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (.Mr.  Kino) 
commenced  his  remarks,  and  therefore  could  not 
reply  to  some  of  them  which  he  had  not  heard  ; 
Mr.  W.  thought  it  his  duty  to  say  a  few  words  in 
answer  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable 
gentleman.  He  begged  leave  in  the  first  place  to 
recall  to  the  remembrance  of  the  House  the  fact 
that  same  days  ago  his  friend,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  proposed 
certain  amendments  to  the  bill  regulating  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  with  Great  Brit- 
ain according  to  the  late  convention,  the  object 
ot  which  was  to  exclude  vessels  and  goods  not 
coming  directly  from  the  European  territories  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  from  the  benefits  of  the 
act,  agreeably  to  the  fair  and  evident  construction 
of  the  convention,  as  understood  by  both  parties. 
These  amendments  were  then  rejected,  although 
the  effect  of  them  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
same  as  the  measures  contemplated  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and 
were  rejected  from  u  very  fastidious  delicacy 
about  the  construction  of  the  treaty.  Then  it 
was  contended  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  did 
not  authorize  us  to  say  that  British  vessels  coming 
from  or  touching  at  the  West  India  islands  or  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  colonies  in  North  America 
should  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  our  dis- 
criminating duties.  Now  it  is  asked  of  us  to  in- 
crease those  discriminating  duties  upon  such  ves- 
sels and  their  cargoes,  on  the  ground  that  this 
species  of  trade  is  not  at  all  within  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty.  He  would  leave  gentlemen  to  re- 
concile these  different  constructions  of  the  same 
instrument  as  they  could.  To  him  it  appeared 
there  was  no  small  share  of  inconsistency  in  such 
conduct.  When  the  terms  of  the  convention 
were  to  be  found  fault  with — when  those  who 
made  it  were  to  be  accused  oi  sacrificing  the  in- 
terests of  the  country — then  it  meant  one  thing  ; 
when  the  interests  of  gentlemen's  constituents  re- 
quired It,  then  It  meant  another.  Mr.  W.  said, 
that  on  this  subject  it  was  also  his  duty  to  correct 
a  mistake  into  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  fallen — he  called  it  a 
mistake,  for  as  he  was  sincere  himself  he  was 
willing  to  allow  sincerity  to  all  others;  yet  he 
certainly  thought  it  strange  that  one  so  well  in- 
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ji  some  days  since   in  reference  to 
afeht  be  taken  as  his   deliberate 


^ri^nating  duties  upon  that  am 
I  CM  assure  tie  honorable  gentl 
Sotfciiern  plantir  never  felt  the  sli; 


jec 

lea 

I" 


1     Certainly  the  East- 
Mr.  W.  hoped  it  was 


rable  geniieman  should  hare 
p*n  such  a  subject.     The  honorable 
i^enlH^man   hadjstaied  to-day.  and  he  had  stated 
the  ^^^me  ihingj 
t»ie^*.eaiy.  it    ^fgh 

»n.  that  th-;  interests  of  his  part  of  the  coun- 
ere  sacrificed  in  this  convention  to  the  in- 
s  of  the  fotton  Slates — that  the  fisheries 
en  given  lip  to  preserve  these  interests — and 
he  grand  «ibject  of  the  treaty  seemed  to  be 
ure  to  ihe^Soulhern  planters  a  saving  upon 
4 cotton,  by'jihe  reduction  of  the  British  dis- 

icle.  Now,  sir, 
tleman  that  the 
go>|Aiern  plantir  never  (eltthe  slightest  inconve- 
niePe  from  thi;  operation  of  those  duties.  He 
ne\lf  got  a  cen»  less  for  his  cotton — he  only  ship- 
ped^ ;  in  Brilisl^  instead  of  American  vesisels,  and 
»be»[oss  thereftre  fell  upon  the  American  ship- 
ow>,er.  not  on  t)ie  agriculturist.  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
hiijtt'lf  had  r(4:eived  previous  to  his  arrival  at 
Wfiiiogion  vijrious  comraanicaiions  on  this  sub- 
»Out  they  a|l  related  to  the  owners  of  Amer- 
. tonnage  a|d  not  to  the  planters  of  American 
|ice.  The  airguraent  which  they  all  contained. 
»not  that  (Air  agriculture,  but  that  our  navi- 
_^n  would  Re  ruined.  Whom,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
^i'.would  thejruin  oi  our  navigation  most  se- 
vegly  affect  ?  t  Who  own  nine-tenths  of  the  ton- 
aa^Jof  the  Un(ted  States 
eTT%ind  Northfrn  States. 

Unnecessary    tcj  say,  that  neither  here  nor  else- 
whiJe.  had  hejbeen  or  would  he  ever  be  the  ad- 
jro<fiie    of  locaji    interests   or  the  encourager  of 
'—    •)W  and  selfish  jealousies,  which  had  so  long 
rbed  the  repose  and  happiness  of  this  Union, 
s  for  ihisivery  reason  that  he  had  wished 
orrect  the^mistake  ol   the    gentleman    from 
kachuselts.'    Such  statements  go  abroad  and 
iDJurioij^   impressions  ;  they    induce 
of  th|   East  to  believe  that  we  of 
h  are  hoitile  to  their  prosperity,  destroyers 
eir  coraratrce,  in  short,  enemies  and  oppres- 
3v  who  liave'ino  community  of  feeling  or  of  in- 
fjj^t  with   th#m.     It  was  very  possible,  Mr.  W. 
that  his  nply  to  this  statement  would  have 
little  effect;  most  probably  it  would  never 
Ih  the  peoi^ie  of  Massachusetts,  whose  preju- 
prejudici's  which   had  been  purposely  fo- 
jted,  It  wa;  intended  to  remove.     Still,  how- 
ev^.  he  had  fwit  it  his  duty  to  make  it,  in  justice 
.toBe  people  v^hom  he  had  the  honor  to  represent. 
'iD^siice  to  tlie  Administration  whom  that  peo- 
jpl^y  choice  Jupported,  and  for  the  sake  of  that 
•  utflfen   and   hapniony  among   the   people  of  the 
iUffted  States. .which  all  such  mistaken  views  of 
gic  raeasui*es  as  that  taken  by  the  gentleman 
^1  Massachjlisetts  had  a  tendency  to  destroy. 
2     l^r.  RandoIph  said,  we  had  just  got  out  of  a 
with  Grevt  Britain,  the  foundation  of  which 
laid  3ome<eight  or  nine  years  ago,  by  a  reso- 
|*)n  moved  in  this  House  at  the  instigation  of 
imercial  roi-etings  in  different  seaport  towns  of 
fUnited  St;Jtes.     He  was  not  prepared  now  to 
f.whether  hy»  was  ready  to  recommence  a  sys- 
whicb  mii^ht  lead. to  the  same  practical  and 


kirea 
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the 


disastrous  results  ;•  but  this  he  would  say,  that  the 
House  ought  not  to  act  on  a  subject  of  this  im- 
portance without  one  day's  previous  notice.  He 
therefore  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  had  no 
more  desire  for  a  new  war  with  Great  Britain 
than  the  honorable  gentleman  ;  nor  had  he  more 
agency  in  the  late  war  than  that  gentleman — nor 
did  he  he  view  his  motion  of  that  nature  which 
could  possibly  lead  to  war.  &c.  He  was  proceed- 
ing to  discuss  its  merits,  when  the  Speaker  re- 
minded him  the  question  was  merely  on  post- 
ponement. 

The  question  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  decided  in.  the  affirmative. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
proposition  of  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means 
to  continue  the  direct  tax  at  three  millions.  Mr. 
Pickens's  motion  to  reduce  the  direct  tax  from 
three  to  two  millions  was  negatived  after  a  few 
observations  I'rom  Mr.  Brigha.m  and  Mr.  Pick- 
ens. He  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  rote  oa 
repealing  the  tax.  Mr.  Barbocr,  in  a  neat  and 
forcible  speech,  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  was 
opposed  to  the  continuance  of  this  tax,  because 
he  believed  it  might  be  dispensed  with  without 
any  detriment  to  the  public  interest.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Lowndes  assenting  to  it, 
the  subject  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  take 
up  the  following,  the  decision  of  which  was  con- 
sidered to  be  more  urgently  demanded  : 

COM.MERCE  WITH  GRE.^T  BRITAIN. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsvth, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  concerning  the  com- 
mercial convention  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  bill  was 
amended  from  its  declaratory  form  by  striking 
out  the  whole  of  the  bill,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  in  the  very  terms,  the  bill  which  passed 
this  House  several  days  ago,  and  was  rejected  in 
the  Senate. 

This  motion  .Mr.  Forsyth  supported  by  a 
speech,  in  which  he  compared  the  merits  of  the 
two  bills,  and  condemned  the  Senate's  bill  as  an 
interference  with  the  judicial  power,  and  also  as 
an  attempt  to  deprive  this  House  of  its  just  pow- 
ers in  relation  to  the  origination  of  propositions 
affecting  the  public  revenue. 

The  bill  having  been  thus  amended,  was  re- 
ported to  the  House;  and  the  question  being  on 
the  concurrence  in  the  amendments  made  in 
Committee — 

Mr.  Lyon  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  ob- 
served the  same  silence  on  this  question,  as  I 
have  on  all  others,  since  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  this  Hou:>e.  But  being  called,  once  more,  to 
give  my  negative.  I  deem  it  my  duty,  in  a  very 
simple  and  brief  manner,  to  adduce  some  of  the 
reasons  which  influence  my  conduct.  The  sub- 
ject 1?  of  great  moment,  not  as  involving  the  ac- 
ceptance or  rejection  of  this  treaty,  on  which  all 
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are  agreed,  but  as  defining  the  powers  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  this  Government — fixing  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  It  has 
been  in  operation  for  more  than  twenty  years; 
and  are  we  yet  ignorant  of  the  duties  assigned, 
and  the  bounds  set  to  our  authority. 

While  my  mind  is  whirling  in  the  vast  circle 
generated  by  the  debate  on  this  question,  I  can 
fix  on  objects  with  sufficient  distinctnes.s  to  in- 
fluence my  decision.  I  am  obliged  to  cast  from 
my  notice  a  multitude  of  subjects  brought  into 
view,  as  being  wholly  unconnected  with  the  point 
in  debate. 

The  precedents  which  have  been  adduced,  are 
discarded,  as  arising  from  questions  totally  dis- 
tinct from  that  now  before  us.  Precedents  are  in 
themselves  important.  When  well  founded,  they 
should  have  their  full  weight,  and  cannot  fail 
strongly  to  influence  the  inquiring  miud  ;  but 
when  drawn  from  subjects  remote  from  tliose 
which  they  are  designed  to  influence,  they  mis- 
lead the  judgment,  and  produce  the  most  erro- 
neous conclusions. 

We  have  been  often  referred  to  the  ratification 
of  the  British  Treaty  in  1795;  but  the  ground 
then  taken  was  very  different  from  that  which 
has  now  been  assumed.  The  Opposition,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  then  condemned  the 
President  for  proclaiming  the  treaty  before  it  had 
been  submitted  for  their  sanction.  They  de- 
manded that  the  whole  correspondence,  in  form- 
ing the  treaty,  should  be  laid  before  them,  that 
they  might  judge  of  its  merits,  and  determine  on 
the  propriety  of  confirming  or  rejecting.  Noth- 
ing like  this  has  been  avowed  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. No  censure  has  been  attempted  against 
the  proclamation,  no  resolutions  liave  been  moved 
for  documents.  The  question  on  which  the 
House  then  decided,  was  an  appropriation  of  mo- 
ney, which  all  agree  that  this  treaty  does  not 
require.  The  cases  are  so  totally  difierent.  that 
proceedings  on  the  one,  can  form  no  example  for 
measures  on  the  other.  I  know  well  that  reso- 
lutions were  then  passed  expressive  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House,  that  when  a  treaty  embraces 
those  subjects  which  are  expressly.by  the  Con- 
stitution placed  under  the  power  of^ Congress,  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
necessary  to  its  full  operation.  This  resolution 
1  however  considered  as  the  manoeuvre  of  a  rear 
guard,  to  cover  a  retreat — they  found  they  had 
occupied  untenable  ground,  and  they  wished  to 
retire  as  safely  and  decently  as  possible — the 
deliberation  on  an  appropriation  only,  and  even 
then  they  dare  not  risk  the  responsibility  of  re- 
fusing it.  The  first  question  was  then  above 
what  was  now  assumed,  and  the  last  below  it — 
neither,  therefore,  aflord  a  precedent  for  the  pre- 
sent occasion. 

Concerning  the  law  of  1798,  it  has  been  said, 
that,  in  requiring  bonds  to  be  given  by  the  com- 
manders of  private  armed  vessels,  the  stipulations 
of  the  British  Treaty  of  1794  were  enacted. 
This,  however,  is  a  misconception  of  that  law. 
It  requires  that  these  bonds  shall  secure  the  ob- 
servance, not  only  of  the  British  Treaty,  but  of 


all  treaties.  We  had  treaties  then  existing  with 
Prussia,  with  Sweden,  the  States  General,  and 
some  others.  In  some  of  these,  there  was  no 
formal  stipulation  for  bonds  to  be  given.  That 
with  the  States  General,  required  sufficient  cau- 
tion to  be  given,  but  did  not  fix  the  amount  of 
the  penalty.  The  law  joined  all  these  in  one 
system,  required  the  bond,  fixed  the  penally,  and 
enjoined  the  observance  of  those  that  required  no 
bonds,  as  well  of  those  that  did.  It  was  not  a 
mere  echo  of  the  British  Treaty,  but  embraced 
subjects  far  more  extensive. 

The  Treaty  with  Spain  provided  that  goods, 
landed  in  our  ports  in  consequence  of  distress  and 
to  make  repairs,  should  not  be  subject  to  duties,  oa 
being  reladen.  A  law  is  said  to  have  been  passed, 
enacting  this  stipulation,  for  the  sake  of  carry- 
ing it  into  effect.  A  recurrence  to  this  act  will 
show,  that  it  was  not  a  repetition  of  that  clause 
of  the  treaty,buterabraceda  very  different  subject. 
On  the  face  of  the  treaty  the  provision  appears 
to  be  for  goods  reladen  on  board  the  same  vessel, 
after  being  repaired.  The  law  provides  for  the 
case  wherein  the  vessel  should  be  found  not  sea- 
worthy, and  the  goods  should  be  laden  on  board 
another  vessel.  It  also  requires,  that  as  duties 
had  been  received,  in  the  ca.se  of  the  Nancy,  they 
should  be  refunded.  That  law  was  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill 
from  the  Senate.  This  merely  enacts  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty — that  embraced  a  new  sub- 
ject. That  was  necessary — this  must  be  wholly 
useless. 

The  law  making  appropriations  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  Treaty  with  France,  is  said  to 
mention  the  restoration  of  vessels,  and  we  are 
told  that  the  Berceau  was  given  up  under  this 
law,  and  not  by  the  authority  of  the  treaty.  But 
does  that  statute  require  that  vessels  shall  be  re- 
stored ?  It  does  not.  No  such  enacting  clause 
is  to  be  found.  The  restoration  was  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  treaty,  or  by  no  authority 
whatever.  The  act  gives  the  form  of  law  to  no 
stipulation  of  the  treaty,  but  appropriates  a  speci- 
fic sum  to  fulfil  that  obligation  which  the  treaty 
itself  had  created. 

The  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take  pos- 
session of  Louisiana,  has  also  been  mentioned  as 
an  instance  of  authority  being  given  to  a  treaty 
by  law.  But  surely  this  is  wide  from  the  purpose 
for  which  it  has  been  adduced.  The  law  con- 
templates a  very  different  mode  from  that  ex- 
pressed by  the  treaty.  The  treaty  proposes  pos- 
session to  be  taken  by  commissarie.s,  the  law 
authorizes  the  President  to  possess  and  hold,  by 
a  military  force. 

The  law  regulating  duties  and  drawbacks,  in 
Louisiana,  is  said  to  have  been  unnecessary,  on 
the  principle  which  opposes  this  amendment.  If 
the  treaty,  it  is  said,  was  sufficient  to  make  that 
country  a  part  of  the  United  States,  then  all  our 
laws  would  take  effect  there  of  course,  and  those 
which  contravened  them  would  be  repealed. 
Waiving  here  any  question  whether  the  Consti- 
tution would  admit  of  that  addition,  it  is  admit- 
ted that  the  treaty  bad  made  Louisiana  a  part  of 
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■aurs   vi<iii  cfriaia   irioes.     n  aoes  more. 

the  pla^e  and  process  of  trial,  and  extends 

nsioiis  «ot  ooly  to  the  territories  of  those 


Xh(TCnited  Spates,  as  to  all  its  privileges.  A 
^iiMlar  efifect  (a  a  treaty  has  been  lately  witness- 
ed%a  our  Ejjktern  border.  By  the  Treaty  of 
PeS^e.  without^  any  law  to  echo  or  enact  its  pro- 
TiMns,  a  part>]f  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
hi|V  been  placed  beyond  the  power  and  privi- 
!  of  our  1<W8.  But  the  treaty  did  not  place 
siaiia  unii^r  the  benefit  of  our  laws.  It  stip- 
d  that  th»  should  be  done  at  an  early  future 
This  CvUld  be  effected  only  by  law.  The 
y  contemplated  this  law,  not  to  give  effect 
^hat  it  had'done.  but  to  perform  what  it  had 
Jone.  BylJhe  law  regulating  trade  the  treaty 
partly  ful^lled.  and,  by  the  admission  of  that 
itry  into  tie  Union  as  a  Slate,  all  its  priri- 
-  were  coi  t'erred. 

that  part  oithis  law  which  secured  privileges 
Jrench  and  Spanish  vessels,  trading  from  their 
pciive  couMiries  to  Louisiana,  has  been  men- 
lic  ,'d  as  enacting  merely  the  provisions  of  the 
trniy.  It  is  tjue  both  the  treaty  and  the  subse- 
qUl^t  law  gavV  this  right,  for  twelve  years,  but, 
.in'-^ie  essenti^^l  point,  the  law  differs  from  the 
The  |;ommencement  of  this  term  was 
xed  by  4ie  treaty,  but  by  the  law  it  is  par- 
'.ttV^'^'y  il^hrt^-d. 

he  law  iJTOviding  for  the  punishment  of 
es  committed  in  the  Indian  territory,  has 
1  also  uotiijed  as  enacting  the  stipulations  of 
treaties  w<th  certain  tribes.  It  does  more, 
es  ■  "  ' 
rovisions  «ot  only 

s,  with  W|iom  we  have  stipulations,  but  to 
i«lhers.     Itjs  not  the  response  of  any  particu- 
_^  eat y,  but  aiacts  those  rules  concerning  which 
e»liy  treaty  ii^silent. 

ne    honorij^le   gentleman    who   moved    this 
ndment,  h^-s  just    brought    into  view  the  act 
799,  respevting  the  inland   trade  with  Can- 
as  enaciijg   the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty 
794.     TtuJ,  sir,  was  a  general  law  imposing 
regulaiinj*  the  collection  of  duties.     It  was 
y  law  gi\r.ng  effect  to  a  particular  treaty,  as 
ow  coniet^plated,  but  an   extensive  system, 
in    conlTormity    to    all    existing    treaties. 
J  we   paks  a  general   law,  as   we  must  do 
we  estaUish   our  new  tariff,  it  will  be  pro- 
jsto  fix,  specifically,  the  duty  and  tonnage   to 
^laid    both:  by    the   British   and   Americans, 
t  this   ac?  IS  not  a  mere  echo  of  the  treaty, 
be  seen   ^y  referring  to  the  section  on  the 
ortation    c:   furs.     By  the  treaty  those  only 
free  from  (|uty  which  are  brought  by  land,  or 
nd  navigajon,  the  law  exempts  tho?e  intro- 
d  in  any  iirection. 

all  these |)recedents  there  is  not  one  which 
pares  wit^  the  amendment  now  proposed, 
one  of  tlym  is  merely  the  re-enacting  the 
sti^ijlations  ol  a  treaty.  In  every  instance  the 
lay  which  w^s  passed  secures  that,  for  which 
ihi; treaty  diil  not  provide.  Not  one  of  them 
thkws  any  li^t  on  this  question,  and,  therefore, 
al^re  to  be  rfyiected. 

•^jIso  dismik  ^  

ractice  w^ch  has  been  so  often  brought  into 


▼  l 


*dlso  dismik  from  my  consideration  the  Brit- 


In   iha|  country,  the  genius  of  the  Got- 


ernrai!nt  is  so  different  from  ours,  that  no  anal- 
ogy, applicable  to  this  case,  can  be  traced.  There 
the  people  can  have  no  influence  in  making  or 
confirming  treaties  but  through  the  medium  of 
the  Commons  in  Parliament.  The  treaty-mik- 
ing power  is  hereditary,  in  the  creation  and  con- 
tinuance of  which  the  freemen  have  no  voice  ; 
the  House  of  Lords  is  also  hereditary  or  created 
by  the  breath  of  the  Monarch.  In  the  King  be- 
longs the  power  of  making  war,  and  peace,  and 
all  other  international  regulations.  The  voice 
of  the  nation  cannot  be  heard,  except  in  the  act 
of  Parliament,  enacting  or  refusing  the  necessary 
laws.  Here  the  case  is  very  different,  the  Pres- 
ident is  chosen,  once  in  four  years,  almost  imme- 
diately by  the  people.  The  Senators  are  the 
representatives  of  the  States.  They  are  selected 
for  a  longer  period  than  the  President  or  the 
Representatives,  and  consequently,  are  further 
removed  from  the  effects  of  party  influence 
and  popular  change.  The  power  of  making  trea- 
ties is  lodged  in  safe  hand«,  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  can  we  need  the  check  from  the  Commons, 
which  is  so  important  in  Britain. 

On  this  question  I  am  not  to  be  influenced  by 
that  frightful  display  of  consequences,  which  has 
so  often  been  made.  We  are  not  inquiring  what 
rule  ought  to  have  been  prescribed,  but  what  is 
the  path  actually  delineated  by  the  Constitution. 
Recurrence  to  consequences  would  be  highly 
proper,  were  we  establishing  a  new  Constitution, 
or  passing  resolutions  to  amend  that  which  we  now 
have.  Were  such  our  present  business,  we  might, 
with  propriety,  view  consequences  in  all  their  in- 
viting and  frightful  form?,  and  shape  our  decisions 
accordingly.  We  might  then  talk  of  our  own 
fatherly  care,  and  the  dreaded  usurpation  of  the 
other  branches.  We  might  paint  to  our  imagi- 
nations, convulsions,  insurrections,  revolutions, 
and  freedom  prostrate.  We  might  listen,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to 
the  voice  from  Heaven  and  the  blast  from  Erebus. 
But  with  these,  our  present  subject  has  no  con- 
nexion. No  consequences,  however  dreadful  in 
anticipation,  should  induce  us  to  overlean  the 
bounds  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  We  are 
to  presume  that  these  were  all  considered,  by 
those  who  made  it.  If  we  have  doubts,  a  motion 
to  amend  that  fundamental  instrument  is  always 
in  order. 

Rejecting,  then,  from  my  consideration  the 
precedents,  the  appeal  to  British  practice,  and  the 
list  of  consequences  which  have  been  adduced, 
the  subject  is  presented  distinctly  and  within  very 
narrow  limits.  The  people  are  the  sovereign — 
from  them  all  power  is  derived.  They  have  a 
right  to  withhold  it,  to  give  it,  and  to  prescribe  to 
it,  when  given,  what  limits  they  please.  The 
different  branches  of  this  Government  have  been 
created  and  are  limited  by  their  will;  on  as- 
suming a  national  character  they  perceived  that 
different  kinds  of  laws  would  be  needed;  they 
.saw  the  necessity  of  laws  regulating  their  in- 
tercourse with  other  nations,  and  the  impor- 
tance that  they  should  be  the  result  of  the  wisdom 
of  both  nations  concerned,  securing  the  rights  of 
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each,  and  having  the  binding  authority  of  inter- 
national compacts.     These  laws  are  called  trea- 
ties ;  they  embrace  all  subjects  in  which   differ- 
ent nations  can  have  a  legitimate  and  proper  con- 
cern.    Whatever  does  not  directly  and  intimately 
affect  the  interest  of  the  other  nation,  cannot  be 
the  subject  of  an  international  compact;  it  must 
be  left  for  each   nation  to  determine  in  its  own 
way.     We    made   a    treaty  with    Great  Britain, 
stipulating,  for  certain  good  reasons,  to  pay  her  a 
sum  of  money.     The  sum  and   the  rate  of  ex- 
change were  of  importance  to  both   nations,  and 
therefore  proper  subjects  of  treaty.     But   from 
what  sources  this  money  should  be  derived,  whe- 
ther from  imposts,  excise,  the  .sale  of  public  lands, 
loans,  or  direct  taxes,  was  of  no  importance  only 
to   ourselves.     This,  therefore,  could   not  be   the 
subject  of  treaty  stipulations,  but  was  to  be  deter- 
mined by  ourselves  alone.     This,  sir,  is  the  true 
boundary  to  which  treaties  may  come,  but  should 
proceed  no  further.     The  people  also.  .«aw  the  ne- 
cessity of  other  laws,  not  international,  but  bind- 
ing only  within  our  own  territory  and  iis  depen- 
dencies.    These  municipal  regulations  are  of  dif- 
ferent kinds,  some  operating  only  on  the  members 
of  this  body,  some  only  on  those  of  the  other,  as 
the  rules  ot  each  House;  others  binding  ou  all 
the  inhabitants  of  our  country,  as  the  object>  to 
be  obtained  may  require.     The  making  of  these 
laws  the  people  have  assigned  to  different  hands, 
and  have  pointed  out  the  manner  in  which  that 
duty  shall  be  performed.     The  making  of  treaties 
they  have  committed  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  but  have  enjoined,  that  he  shall  per- 
form his  duly,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  two-thirds  of  the  Senalor;>  who  shall   be 
present.     The  power  of  corresponding  and  fsgree- 
ing  with  foreign  nations,  of  reducing  the  articles 
10  form,  giving  ihem  the  force  of  a  compact  and 
finally  ratifying   the  same,  is  wiih  the  President 
only.     The  Senate  have  no  part  but  that  of  ad- 
vising and  consenting.     In  making  some  of  the 
other  laws  each  House  has  entire  and  exclusive 
authority.     The  rules  by  them  made,  within  their 
proper  sphere,  have  as  high  authority  as  any  laws 
of  the  United   Stales  can  have.     Of  the  other 
laws,  those  for  raising  revenue   must  commence, 
be  embodied   and   matured   in  this  House  only. 
We  alone  can  introduce  a  new  system  for  replen- 
ishing our  Treasury,  or  bring  forward  a  new  tax, 
or  move  for  the  alteration  of  an  old  one.     On  this 
subject   the  Senate  has  no  power  but  to  propose 
or  concur  with  amendments.     Other  laws  may 
originate  either  in  this  House  or  in  the  Senate, 
and  may  be  revised,  amended,  adopted,  or  rejected 
by  either.     AH  general  acts  and  resolutions,  before 
they  become  laws,  must  be  laid  before  ihe  Presi- 
dent for  his  approbation  ;  nor  can  they  have  any 
authority  without  his  consent,  or  their  being  again 
passed  by  two-thirds  of  each  House.     In  making 
treaties  the  President  consults,  proposes,  arranges, 
and  forces  the  compact,  and  ilie  Senate  can  only 
accept  or  reject.     lu  passing  laws  the  two  Houses 
propose,  arrange,  amend,  and  enact,  and  the  Pre- 
sident has  only  the  power  of  recommending  and 
approving  and  disapproving.     Thus  pariicularly 


have  the  people  declared  who  shall   make  their 
different  laws,  and  in  what  precise  manner  they 
shall  be  enacted.     The  code  by  which  they  have 
thus  declared  their  sovereign  will,  is  the  Consti- 
tution, which  they  have  made  the  supreme  law, 
paramount  to  every  other  law,  and  the  foundation 
of  all   the  authority  which  this  Government  or 
any  of  its  branches  can  use.     In  this  distribution 
of  power  no  right  is  given  to  this  House  to  inter- 
fere with  the  treaty-making  power.     This  is  as 
exclusively  given  to  the  President,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  as  the  making  of 
our  own  rules  is  given  to  this  House,  or  the  en- 
acting of  laws,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  two  Houses.     The  President  and  Sen- 
ate with  as  much  propriety  may  claim  to  ratify 
or  reject  the  rules  of  this  House  as  we  can  inter- 
fere with  the  confirmation  of  any   treaty  which 
they  have  made.     We  adopt  rules  and  execute 
ihem  by  the  admission,  expulsion,  or  punishment 
of  our  members.     Has  the  President  or  the  Sen- 
ate any  right  to  control  or  say  it  shall  not  be,  be- 
cause they  are  a  part  of  the  law-making  power? 
They  are  part  of  that  power  with  respect  to  gen- 
eral laws,  but  over  the  laws  of  this  body  they 
have    no   control;  and   as   little   have    we   over 
those  laws  which  are  called  treaties.     It  was  a 
charge  of  the  great  Washington,  "  let  nothing  be 
done   by  usurpations."     The   safety   and   life  of 
this  Guvernment  depend  on  each  branch  know- 
ing and  performing  its  particular  duty .     Should 
the   President  this  day  recommend    a   particular 
branch  of  revenue,  should    the  Senate  send  us  a 
bill  to  impose  a  tax  for  that  purpose,  how  should 
we  receive  it?     Should  we  not  spurn  it  with  in- 
dignation from  our  table?     Should  we  not  con- 
sider it  a  high  encroachment   upon  our  rights,  an 
unwarrantable  contempt  of  the  Constitution  ?     In 
the  same   light   may  they   view  our  inierference 
with  the  ratification  of  treaties.     I  am  aware  the 
1st  section  of  the  Constitution  declares  that  ''all 
'  legislative  powers  therein  granted  shall  be  vested 
'  in  a  Congress,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate 
'  and  House  of  Repre.sentatives."     But  attention 
to  the  different  articles,  will  show  that  '"all  legis- 
lative powers,"  in  that  section,  does  not  mean  all 
the  powers  to  be  used   in  making  laws.     Powers 
to  be  so  used,  to  say  nothing  here  of  the  rules  of 
the  two  Houses,  are  granted  to  the  President,  to 
a  convention,  and  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  dif- 
ferent States.     No  act  of  the  two  Houses,  can  be- 
come a  law  till  It  has  been  presented  to  the  Pres- 
ident for  his  approbation.     Articles  of  the  Con- 
stitution become  laws,  when  proposed    by  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses,  or  by  a  convention,  and 
are  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
the  several  States.     Powers  to  be  used  in  making 
laws  are  lodged  in  different  hands,  besides  those 
of  Congress.     -All  legislative  powers,"  in  the  first 
section,   therefore,  must  mean,  not  all   that  are 
authorized   to  be  employed   in  making  laws,  but 
such  as  are  distinct  from  the  other  two  branches 
of  powers  the  Executive  and  the  Judicial.     An 
act  may  have  all  the  authority  which  these  legis- 
lative powers  can  give  if,  and  yet  not  be  a  law ; 
and  that  may  be  a  law,  and  paraoaounl  to  oi^her 
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i«,  which  f^ese  legislative  powers  hare  nerer 
•ted.     La^  is.  whatever  the  Constitution  has 
|ired  to  bf  such.     Legislative  acts,  made  in 
fiuance  of  ,  he  Constitution,  are  laws,  because 
jConstitui^in  has  so  declared  them.     Conven- 
ii'^al   acts,  ujly  ratified,  are   laws,  because  the 
CAsiitution  Vas  made  them  so.     And  Executive 
Cilied  trtaties.  made  under  the  authority  of 
United    J^tates.    are   equally    laws;    because 
Consiitutijo  has  given  them  that  authority. 
|ther  are  laws  merely  because  the  legislative 
rers  have  jpassed  them,  but  each  are  the  su- 
)e  laws  0*  the  land,  because  they  are  so  de- 
[ed  by  tba<:  authority  over  which  the  legisla- 

powers  h^ve  no  control. 

'^'reaties,  th^n.are  laws,  and  as  such,  have  op- 

eCMive  force  ««  other  laws.     They  cannot  repeal 

QMet  aside  die  Constitution;  nor  can    this  be 

«d|<e   by  any  legislative  acts.     That  they  have 

•  ejpl  grade  '^ith  other  laws,  subordinate  to  the 

jCjBistitution.  Js  certain,  from  iheir  being  declared 

'tl^  supreme  ilaws  of  the  land;  and   from    the 

^jiSges  in  ev^y  State,  and  of  the  supreme  and 

ii#trior  courtvof  the  United  States,  being  bound 

bBthem.     If  ihey  are  laws,  they  have  power  to 

al  prior,  iontravening  laws;  for  it  is  absurJ 

^'^"PPO'^s  '^J'  conflicting  laws,  in  equal  force,  at 

tlftsame  tira».     According  to  this  interpretation 

-^he  Consti|ution,  all  its  provisions  perfectly 

hllmonize  ;  oii  any  other,  they  are  at   variance 

wwh  tilemsely^s. 

Y  further  rjasons.  in  support  of  this  opinion 

demandei .  I  answer,  it  was  the  intention  of 

Conventic  n  which  formed  the  Constitution  to 

i  this   pov  er   to    the  President  and   Senate. 

-ysaid-'tlie  President  shall  have  power,  by 

with  the  Jidvice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

i^  .make  treatiips,"  without  mentioning  this  House. 

b^.j^use  theyjntended  to  exclude  the  Represent 

a^es  from  ai,,y  share  in  making  or  confirming 

t|»e   laws.    y\  proposition   was   made   in   that 

y  that  -wo  treaty  should    be  valid,  until  it 

Id  be  ratijied  by  law."     This  restriction  was 

cted,  and  Nothing  more  was  required,  to  give 

eaty  its  uynost  validity,  as  a  supreme  law, 

t.'L|a  lis  raiificiation  by  the  President,  in  conform- 

II*.  to  the  ady-ice  and  consent  of  two-thirds  of 

'•W*  Senate,     ^t  has,  indeed,  been   said,  that  the 

niters  of  th^  Constitution  are  not  its  best  inter- 

pJKers.     Thi^  is.  in  a  degree,  true,  for  we  are  not 

i^^ibe  gcvernid  by  what   they  intended,  but  by 

^sjit  they  hate  declared.    But  when  the  inter- 

p*«iation  appiirs  to  conform  to  the  most  natural 

n^niDg  of  t^e   words,  and  the  framers  of  the 

ii.  *ruraent  as|ure  us,  that  they  used  those  words 

wj  ii   intent  t|  convey  such  meaning,  and  con- 

fiii.i  their  tesBmony  by  the  record  of  their  pro- 

cift-lings,  we  ?ave  the  highest  possible  evidence 

illj-  it  is  the  *ue  import. 

K'he  State  Conventions  for  ratifying  the  Con- 
.  s'Aijiion  gavt^it  that  construction  which  is  now 
ckiended  for*     In  more  than  one  it  was  made  an 
'■clion,  thafas  the  Representatives  were  not  to 
consulted  i»i  forming  treaties,  the  majority  in 
Senate  ought  to  have  been,  not  two-thirds  of 
•56  present,H)ut  two-thirds  of  the  whole  num- 
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ber.  It  do«  not  appear  that,  in  a  single  instance, 
it  was  supposed  that  this  House  was  to  be  con- 
sulted in  the  ratification  oi  any  treaty. 

The  same  opinion  appears  to  have  been  held 
by  Congre.s»,  in  all  its  sessions,  down  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  Not  one  treaty  in  ten  has  had  any  law 
passed  concerning  it.  Are  these  all  yet  invalid  1 
Where  laws  have  been  passed,  they  have  nor 
been  fur  enacting  the  provisions  of  the  treaties, 
but  for  extending  them,  providing  means  for  car- 
rying them  into  effect,  or  fixing  what  they  had 
left  uncertain.  No  act  like  that  now  contempla- 
ted, a  mere  echo  of  the  treaty,  has  ever  become  a 
law,  or.  until  now,  been  reported  to  this  House. 
Treaties  embracing  almost  every  subject,  re- 
ceiving foreigners  as  citizens,  and  yielding  citi- 
zens to  the  control  of  foreigners;  making  goods 
contraband  of  war,  or  free  ;  establishing  bounda- 
ries, and  regulating  duties  and  tonnage  have  been 
carried  into  full  effect,  without  any  laws  enact- 
ing their  particular  stipulations.  Without  legis- 
lative enactment  they  have  set  aside  all  laws 
interfering  with  them  ;  they  have  been  the  rule 
by  which  the  Executive  has  been  guided,  the 
judiciary  has  decided,  and  by  which  the  most 
important  national  concerns  have  been  conducted. 
Would  this  have  been,  if  legislative  interference 
had  been  necessary  ? 

If  treaties  have  not  the  authority  of  laws  until 
their  provisions  have  been  enacted  by  Congress, 
we  ought  surely  to  pass  those  laws  with  that 
well-informed  deliberation  which  their  impor- 
tance demands.  A  view  of  the  instructions  and 
correspondence,  according  to  which  the  various 
concessions  and  arrangements  were  made,  is  as 
necessary  for  this  House  as  for  the  Senate.  But 
no  such  documents  have  accompanied  any  treaty. 
which  has  been  laid  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. They  have  been  called  for  but  in  one 
instance,  and  that  call  was  positively  refused  by 
Washington  himself,  because  the  treaty  had 
full  authority  without  their  decision.  In  this 
refusal,  every  succeeding  Congress  has  acqui- 
esced. 

That  a  treaty  has  all  the  force  of  law,  without 
the  aid  of  Congress,  was  the  decided  opinion  of 
President  Washincton.  as  was  read  by  an  hon- 
orable gentleman  the  other  day.  As  a  member 
of  the  Convention,  and  its  President,  he  must 
have  known  the  intention  of  that  body,  and 
finding  it  plainly  expressed  in  the  written  Con- 
stitution, he  uniformly  declared  this  to  be  the 
true  construction,  and  practiced  accordingly,  un- 
der the  most  solemn  responsibility. 

Mr.  Jefferson  also  early  embraced  the  same 
opinion.  Of  his  decisions,  when  correct,  I  most 
cordially  approve.  In  1790  a  treaty  was  made 
with  the  Indians  of  the  Creek  nation.  They 
wished  that  the  goods  they  should  receive  should 
be  imported  free  from  duties.  The  President 
submitted  to  the  Heads  of  Department  this  ques- 
tion, whether  a  treaty  with  that  nation  would 
authorize  the  admission  of  those  goods,  without 
paying  the  duties.  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary 
of  State,  gave  his  opinion,  that  "'a  treaty  made 
by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
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two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  was  a  law  of  the  land, 
and  would  repeal  past  laws."  In  this  opinion  it 
is  believed  the  whole  Cabinet  agreed.  This  was 
not  a  vapor  of  philosophy — a  mere  theoretic 
fancy — it  was  a  solemn  decision  of  an  important 
question  brought  to  the  test  of  practice. 

Mr.  Madisun  appears  also  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion.  The  late  Treaty  of  Peace  contains 
many  important  stipulations.  It  cedes  the  pres- 
ent possession  of  territory,  it  authorizes  Commis- 
sioners to  establish  our  whole  Eastern  and  North- 
.  ern  boundary,  it  submits  to  their  decision  the 
jurisdiction  of  tracts  of  much  value  and  of  great 
importance  to  our  frontiers.  On  this  he  has 
acied  ;  he  is  carrying  its  provisions  into  effect; 
he  has  commanded  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
faithfully  to  observe  and  fulfil  it;  he  has  ap- 
pointed the  Commissioners,  and  doubtless  as- 
signed them  their  pay.  and  given  them  their 
instructions.  All  this  has  been  done  without  a 
legi>laiive  act,  confirming  the  treaty  or  enacting 
anjr  of  its  stipulations.  He  has  called  for  no 
such  act,  and  appears  never  to  have  deemed  it 
necessary.  Does  he  require  a  ratification  of  the 
treaty  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  this  amend- 
ment? What,  sir,  has  he  sent  us?  Take  it 
from  your  table,  look  at  it,  examine  it  carefully. 
What  is  it  ?  It  IS  nothing  more  than  a  scrap  of 
a  newspaper.  It  purports  to  he  nothing  more 
than  the  copy  of  a  proclamation,  not  of  a  treaty. 
Are  we  to  ratify,  confirm,  give  life  and  energy  to 
this?  Had  he  deemed  our  approbation  neces- 
sary, his  wishes  would  have  been  expressed  in  a 
very  different  manner.  Before  the  Senate  he 
laid  the  original  oflScial  treaty.  Such  documents 
ns  were  necessary  to  understand  it,  and  the  rea- 
sons why  it  was  made,  were  also  presented  for 
their  information.  As  nothing  of  these  came  to 
us,  it  IS  evident  he  contemplated  the  passage  of 
no  such  bill  as  is  contained  in  this  amendment. 
He  considers  the  treaty  as  being  now  in  full 
force,  and  needing  no  aid  from  us.  It  is,  how- 
ever, said  that  this  canuot  be  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  for  he  instructed  Mr.  Russell  to  stip- 
ulate •' that  the  employment  of  British  seamen 
should  be  prohiiiiied  by  law."  If  he  considered 
a  treaty  to  be  law,  why  engage,  by  a  treaty,  to 
make  a  law  ?  The  answer  is  at  hand.  The 
manner  and  the  penalty  of  the  prohibition  are 
entirely  municipal,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
fixed  by  treaty.  In  the  thing  promised  the  other 
nation  has  a  concern,  but  the  manner  of  fulfilling 
the  stipulation  belongs  wholly  to  ourselves,  and 
must  be  determined  by  our  legislative  acts. 

Where,  then,  it  is  gravely  inquired,  is  the 
power  of  Congress  to  regulate  trade  ?  It  is  not 
certainly  in  this  House,  the  Constitution  has  not 
placed  If  there,  but  in  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. There  It  remains  entire,  notwithstandint^ 
the  extent  of  the  treaty-making  power.  What'- 
ever  regulations  we  make,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate,  and  approbation  of  the  President, 
or  without  his  assent,  under  certain  restrictions 
will  be  the  lav/s  of  the  land,  and  will  repeal  all 
prior  conflicting  laws,  whether  in  the  form  of 
acts  or  treaties.    But  can  the  consent  of  the  Sea- 


ate  be  obuined   to  any  bill  in   opposition  to  the 
provisions  of  the  convention?     We  know  it  can- 
not.    The  power  then  contended  for  by  the  advo- 
cates of   this  amendment    is    not  of  regulating 
trade,  but  of  embarrassing  the  regulations  that 
are  attempted.     Not  of  introducing   order,    but 
confusion  into  ail  proceedings  on  that  important 
concern.     But  is   the  power  of  regulating  trade 
taken   away,   by  the   interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitution contended   for,    even   in   the  case    now 
before  us  ?     Not  in  the  least  ?     The  treaty  fixes 
only  the  equality  of  duties  and  tonnage,  not  the 
quantum;  this  is  yet  to   be  determined  bylaw. 
We  may  reduce  the  rate  of  British  vessels  until 
they  shall  equal  the  American,  or  raise  our  own 
until  they  equal  the  foreign  standard,  or  we  may 
deviate  from  both,  either  by  diminution  or  excess. 
A  law    thus    regulating   our    trade   with    Great 
Britain  will  be  necessary,  and  will  doubtless  be 
comprised  in  the  bill  for  a  new  tariff,  if  not  oth- 
erwise  obtained.     This   law,  when    it    shall   be 
passed,  will  determine  f?bt  the  equality,  which  is 
already  fixed  by  the  treaty,  as  is  proposed  by  this 
amendment,  but  the  precise  sum  which  is  to  be 
received  from   Bniisli  subjects  and  from  Amer- 
icans. 

It  has  often  been  inquired  whether  this  House 
is  bound  to  carry  into  effect  such  treaties  as  the 
President   and    Senate  shall   make?     Most  cer- 
tainly.    We  are    bound    by  all  laws   which  are 
constituiionallyenacted.    If  the  treaty  is  so  made 
as  to  become  the  law  of  the  land,  it  binds  this 
House,  the  other  branches  of  the  Government 
and  every  individual  of  the  community.     After 
the  Government    has    been   in    operation   for  so 
many  years,  have  we  yet  to  learn  that  all  laws, 
while  they  continue  laws,  are  binding  on  all  per- 
sons and  all  bodies  ?     In  some  countries  there  are 
orders  and  individuals  who  are  above  the  laws, 
but   we  have  reason    to    be    thankful  that   here 
there  are  no  such  privileged  orders.     Whatever 
is  necessary  i6  be  done  to  give  effect  to  a  law  by 
the  President,  by  the  Senate,  by  this  House,  by 
any  officer  or  by  any  citizen,  each   is  bound  by 
that  law  to  perform  it.     There  is,  there  can  be 
no  exception.     If  we  can  obtain    the  necessary 
consent  of  the  other  branches,  we  can  repeal  a 
law,  but  until  that  repeal  is  effected,  we  are,  and 
must  be  bound   to  observe  it.     Treaties  may  be 
repealed,  or  set  aside  for  good  reasons,  as  well  as 
other   laws,  and  a   majority  of  the  two  Houses, 
with   the  approbation  of   the  President,  can  at 
I  any  time  render  them  void.     But.  while  they  re- 
main in  force,  this  House  is  bound  to  obey  them, 
and  do  every  incumbent  act  to  give  them  com- 
plete effect. 

The  late  Treaty  of  Peace  has  been  confirmed 
by  no  law  enacting  its  stipulations.  The  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  however,  have  appointed  the 
Commissioners,  as  agreed,  to  ascertain  our  East- 
ern and  Northern  boundary.  One  honorable  gen- 
tleman has  been  taken  from  this  House.  They 
have  probably  made  arrangements  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  and  will  soon  enter 
upon  them.  When  the  arduous  task  is  per- 
formed, shall  we  be  under  no  obligations  to  make 
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jropnadooifor  their  serrices  ?     Can  we  piead 
aerer  raiii^ed  the  treaty,  and  therefore  we  are 
i4^  bound  ?     SThe    principle  is  too  absurd  to  be 
iwnitted  for  sj  moiDent. 
W'(  it  be  so,  >ays  an  honorable  genlleman.  the 


say,  O  that  I  were  made  judge  in  the  land,  and  I 
would  do  justice.  All  that  need  to  be  said  here  is 
the  people  m  their  wisdom  have  thought  dif- 
ferently. 

But  what  is  this  House,  concerning  which  this 
lij#sideni  an(|   Senate,  by  the  aid  of  a  foreign  ;  inquiry  of  safety  has  been  made?    It  is  that  body 
litter,  or  evl-n  of  a  Chickasaw  chief,  may  levy  '  which,  when  the  r»eople,  by  their  representatives, 
J  repeal  tajfes.     Not  so;  such  monstrous  con-  ,  would  have  complained,  has  commanded  silence; 
ueuces  do  fcot  follow.    The  laying  and  repeal-    when  they  were  proposing  measures  of  relief,  has 
;  of  taxes  are  municipal  acts,  with  which  for-  I  denied   the  liberty   of  speech  ;  when    presenting 
0  nations  c»in  have  no  proper  concern.     They  ;  amendments  to  burdensome  laws,  has  refused  to 
'inot,  tb«ret  jre,  be  the  subjects  of  treaty  stipu-  i  hear  them  ;  when  attempting  to  plead  their  own 
COS.   Besicfr.  all  bills  for  raising  revenue  must  ;  cause,  to  use  a  favorite  expression  of  a  gentleman 
;inate  in   t(jis  House.     They  cannot  be  intro-  i  from  Virginia,  has  put  a  gag  in  their  mouth,  lest 
ed,  much  l^ss  completed,  by  the  President,  nor  1  a  shriek  should  give  the  alarm.    This  is  the  body 
ate,  nor  b^  both  united,  \  with  whom  it  is  imagined  our  treaty-making  con- 

t  has  been. {however,  confidently  asserted,  that  ;  cerns  might  be  intrusted  with  such  perfect  safety. 
uch  be  the  kreaty-makiog  power  it  may  obtain  i  Is  it  said  this  obnoxious  rule  is  now  to  be  laid  aside? 
'  bsidy,and^apply  it  for  its  own  purposes.   One  ;  I  ardently  hope  and  confidently  believe  it  will; 
tleman  haj  assured  us  that,  by  treaty,  money     but  does  not  the  fact  of  its  having  existed  so  long, 
ny  amounj  may  be  glaced  in  the  hands  of  the  j  in  opposition  to  every  correct  principle  and  every 
ymaster  Grtjfleral.  anc  thus  wars,  it  not  com-  !  right,  but  that  of  power  in  the  minority,  give  us 
need,    may?  be  prolonged    without    legislative  I  reason   to  fear  it  may  return  ?     The  people,  sir, 
cf^sent.     Butjhere,  too.  tne  Constitution  has  in-  '  have  made  a  wise  choice;    they  have  placed  this 
tlj^uced  an  ajnple  guard.    If  the  subsidy  be  made    important  power  in  the  safest  hands,  as  appears 
tCihe  Unitec^  States,   it  must  be   paid  into  the  !  from  abundant  experience. 

-easury,  an(|  cannot  be  drawn  therefrom  but  by         This  bill  has  been  called  a  disease;  a  disease, 
ppropriati|on  passed  in  this  House.     If  it  be    not  dangerous  from  its  nature,  but  from  the  treat- 
|Je  to  an  inllividual  oflScer  it  is  expressly  for- ;  ment  it  has  received.    I,  sir,  would  rather  call  this 
f^den — ••  thaj  no   person   holding  any   office  of    itch  for  power  the  disease.     This  leaping  Consti- 
|ro6t  or  tru!f(,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Con-    tutional  bounds,  this  grasping  at  authority  on 
■■■  ■   '"  ■  '■         '  every  side,  is  a  political  disease,  contagious,  ma- 

lignant, and  extremely  dangerous.  Unless  prompt- 
ly checked,  it  will  inevitably  prove  fatal.  It  has 
brought  to  the  dust  most  of  the  free  Governments 


ress,  acceptiof  any  present  or  emolument  from 
^«iy  king.  pr|nce,  or  foreign  State."'  A  genile- 
|n  from  Virginia  has  with  much  complacency 
(Uired,  whirh  is  mo^t  safe,  to  lodge  this  exien- 
,e  power  with  the  President  and  Senate  only, 
to  require  ^he  consent  of  the  popular  branch. 


I 

'i^iih  leave  ^rora  that  gentleman,  and  from  his 
l^own  cand|r  I  am  sure  he  will  indulge  me,  I 
|j|.uld  somel'hai  vary  the  question.  Would  it 
i|ii'.t  be  mortf  safe  to  disregard  tlte  Constitution 
ij^n  to  obeyjit;  to  leap  the  bounds  prescribed, 
ykia  to  kee*  within  them  ?  1  might  ask,  also, 
)uld  it  noijoe  more  safe  to  extend  our  case  not 


which  have  been  in  the  world  ;  some  by  sudden 
revolutionary  spasms,  and  some  by  more  linger- 


more  iraaipdiate  representatives  of  the  people?  I  ing,  but  not  less  certain  decay.  This  disease,  un- 
less speedily  cured,  will  prove  fatal  to  us.  Its 
symptoms  are  many  ;  it  indicates  to  be  deeply 
seated  in  this  House,  the  very  vitals  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

It  is  but  a  few  hours,  Mr.  Speaker,  since  I  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor.  During  this 
short  space,  within  these  walls,  which  should  be 


j   ^ly  to  the  ^.'Bite,  but  to  the  courts  of  justice?  !  sacred  to  liberty  and  Constitutional  order,  I  have 
\    ttiev  mav  b«  ignorant  or  corrunt — iiirips  mnv  K<>  i  heard    that,  at   whirh  I  am   astnni<:hp<^i    at    iirhi/>h 


ley  may  ti«  ignorant  or  corrupt — juries  may 
astray — \fould  it  not  increase  our  safety  for 
Cje  represent|tives  of  the  people  to  revise  their 
Ipoceedings )»  to  make  it  more  certain  that  the 
ulnocent  shall  be  acquitted  and  the  guilty  con- 
^mned  ?  J 
jls  this,  .Vlr^  Speaker,  the  inquiry  of  the  people  ? 


beard  that,  at  which  I  am  astonished,  at  which 
my  soul  has  trembled.    Authority,  sovereign,  un- 
controlled, unbounded  by  any  law,  has  been  claimed 
for  this   House.     On   the   one   hand,  the   treaty- 
making  power   is  denounced    for   pursuing    the 
plainest  directions  of  the  Constitution,  for  not 
stooping  to   the   high   command   which  we   are 
;  they  ha|re  already  declared,  by  the  adoption    pleased  to  assume.     On  the  other,  the  courts  of 
the  Consjiiution,  in  whose  hands  they  deem  'justice  are  condemned  for  presuming  to  give  pre- 
s  concern  jnost  safely  lodged.     Their  laws  for    ference  to  the  Constitution  over  the  laws  which 
sing  revenLe  they  have  intrusted  to  us  in  the    we  hive  enacted.     Though  their  power  extends 
I  place  ;  t|eir  ordinary  municipal  regulations    to  "  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the 
y  have  pJacei   in  our  hands,  in  concurrence    Constitution  and  the  laws;"  yet,  if  they  dare  to 
ih  the  Seriate  and  President,  but  the  formation  '  decide  against  an  act  of  ours,  which  opposes  the 
their  coa'^acls  with  other  nations  they  have    Constitution,  here  it  is  declared  usurpation — an 
muted  ejclusively  to  the  President  and  Sen-  ,  abridgment  of  the  sacred  rights  of  the  guardians 
It  is  t|is  House   that   makes  the  inquiry,  |  of  the  people.     Where,  sir,   will   this   thirst  for 

power,  this  spurning  at  all  restraint,  lead  us  ?  Go 

but  a  little  further,  sir,  and  decrees  of  condemna- 

is  no  new  language  to    tioa,  and  execution  for  treason  will  issue  from 


ihed  wiu   self-approbation,  we  imagine  our 
Ives    not    Jnly   immaculate, 


lis.  sir,  is  i^atural.     It 


but 
new 


impeccable. 
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your  table.  Go  but  a  little  further,  sir,  and  your 
Sergeant-al-Arms  will  bring  from  his  cell  your 
prisoners  to  the  block  or  the  stake.  Yes,  sir, 
take  but  a  few  steps  more,and  you  plunge  whence 
you  never,  never  can  return,  but  by  blood,  con- 
vulsion, and  all  the  horrors  of  revolution. 

When  Mr.  Lvon  concluded.  Mr.  Forsyth 
briefly   replied. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  amendments 
which  go  to  ^bstitute  the  bill  which  first  passed 
this  House,  in  lieu  of  the  Senate's  bill,  was  then 
decided:  For  the  amendments  81,  against  them 
70,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Basstlt,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Brooks, 
Bryan,  Burnside,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,   Clendennin,  Clopton,    Comstock,  Condict, 
Conner,  Crawford,  Creighlon,  Cuthbert,  Darhnglon, 
Deaha,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hawes, 
Henderson,     Hungerford,    Ingham,    Irving    of    IVew 
York,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
King  of  Massachusetts.    Lowndes,    Lumpkin,    Lyie, 
Maclay,    Mayrant,    McCoy,    McLean    of    Kentucky, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Newton,  Parris,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,    Powell,    Randolph,   Roane,    Robert- 
son,   Root,  Ross,   Savage.  Schenck,    Sharpe,   Sheffey, 
Smith    of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Tucker.  Wal- 
lace,   Ward    of    New  Jersey,    Wendover,   Whiteside, 
Wilde,  Wilkin,  Williams,  Willoughby,  Thomas    Wil- 
son,  William  Wilson,  and  Yanc«y. 

Nats— Messrs.  .\therton.  Baer,  Baylies,  Betu,  Boss, 
Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigbam,  Brown,  Cady,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Forney,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborough.Gros- 
▼enor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Herbert,  Hopkinson, 
Huger,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lang- 
don,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Mason,  Mills, 
Milnor,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
MasMchuselts,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Reed,  Rice,  Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Sunford,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tag^art, 
Tallmadge,  Tate,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  * 


come,   the  recurrence  and   continuance  of  unnettied 
j  balances  to  so  large  and  alarming  an  amount 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
j  the   United  Slates  respecting  the   lands  in    the 
Michigan   Territory,  designated   by  law  towards 
satisfying  the   land  bounties  promised  to  the  sol- 
diers of  the  late  army,  &c. ;  which  was  referred 
I  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
I      The  Speaker   laid   before  the  House  a  letter 
i  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transraittioe 
,  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Trea.sury,  and 
j  two  statements  in  answer  to   the  resolution  sub- 
I  mitted  by  Mr.  Randolph   on  the  second  instant 
and  adopted  by  the  House  yesterday  ;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Thpbill  from  the  Senate -concerning  the  con- 
vention to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,"  was 
read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  paf^sed. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.   King,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterday.     He  then   withdrew  his  motion 
and  in   lieu  thereof  laid  on   the  table,  for  future 
consideration,  the  followin<»  : 

Hetolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exclu- 
ding from  the  poru  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  of  in- 
creasing the  duties  on  all  foreign  vessels  owned  in, 
coming  from,  bound  to,  or  touching  at,  any  of  the' 
possessions  of  any  nation  of  Europe  in  the  West  In- 
dies, and  in  the  continent  of  .America,  from  which  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  are  excluded,  and  of  pro- 
hibiting or  of  increasing  the  duties  on  the  importation 
in  foreign  vessels  of  any  articles  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  such  possessions. 
This  motion  lies  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  February  5, 

Mr.  Huger  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of mem- 
bers be  appointed,  to  examine  generally  into  the  sub- 
ject of  unsettled  balances  due  the  United  Sutes,  and 
especially  into  the  annual  sUtemenu  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  confor- 
mity lo  an  act  of  the  third  of  March,  1809,  requiring 
that  an  annual  sUtement  should  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress of  the  accounuin  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,  which  may  have  remained  more  than 
three  years  unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  appear 
to  have  been  due  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the 
30lh  September  then  last  past ;  to  investigate  the  causes 
which  have  given  rise  to  such  extensive  unsettled  bal- 
ances ;  to  recommend  such  measures  as  mav  in  their 
opinion  be  most  litely  to  bring  defaulters  to^a  speedy 
settlement  of  their  accounts,  and  prevent,  in  time  ti 
14ih  Con.  1st  Skss. — 29 


STAFF  OF  THE  ARMY. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afi'airs.  reported  a  bill  for  organ- 
izing the  general  staff",  and  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  which 
w-as  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  an 
additional  military  academy. 

Mr.   Johnson  also  communicated  the  follow- 
ing document: 

Wab  Dkpaktmcxt,  Dec.  27,  1816. 
Sia  :  Iri  replying  to  your  letter  of  the  2 1st  iosUnt, 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
the  staff  appointmenu  which   have  been  provisionally 
retained,  and  for  such  others  as  the  interest  of  the  ser- 
vice may  require,  it  is  presumed  that  the  intention  of 
the  Committee  over  whoso  deliberations  you  preside  is 
to  give  to    the   Military    Peace  Establishment  that  or- 
ganization   which   is  necessary  to  secure  to  it  all  the 
efficiency  which  can  be  expected  from  its  numerical 
force.     The   experience  of  the  two  first  campaigns  of 
the  last  war,  which  has  furnished  volumes  of  evidence 
upon   this   subject,   has  incontcsUbly   established   not 
only  the  expediency,  but  the  necessity  of  giving  to  the 
Military  Establishment,  in  time  of  peace,  the  organiza- 
tion which  it  must  have  to  render  it  efficient  in  a  state 
of  war. 

It  is  believed  also  to  be  demonstrable,  that  a  com- 
plete organization  of  the  staff  will  contribute  as  much 
to  the  economy  of  the  establishment  as  to  its  efficiency. 
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The   fUtioniry    staff  of  a   military   establishment 
[uld  be  subs^ntially  the   same  in  peace  as  in  war, 
bout  refere iftce  to  the  number  n  distribution  of  the 
}pa  of  whic'i  it  is   composed.     It   is,  therefore,  re- 
:tfullj  proved    that  this  branch  of  the  general 
"be  organiJed  in  the  manner  following,  viz; 
hne  adjutan|  and  inspector  geDcral,  at  Washington. 
R)ne  quartermaster  general,  at  Washington. 
[)ne  paymaMer  general,  do. 

bne  commi^Ary  general,  at  Philadelphia. 
f>ne  apothe«^ry  general,  do 

""be  organization  of  the  diTisiun  of  staff  should  be 
M^ulated  by  tie  number  of  independent  corps  into 
^Sich  the  miltary  force  is  distributed.  By  general 
i  i|er  of  the  ITlh  May  last,  the  United  States  were  di- 
'ftied  into  mililiry  divisions,  commanded  by  generals, 
ijl^pendent  o('  each  other,  within  their  respective  di- 
,ona.  As  nothing  has  occurred,  since  this  distribu- 
.  of  the  maitary  force  has  b^en  made,  to  change 
opinion  wl(ch  was  then  entertained  of  its  expe- 
icj,  it  IS  p4opose«l  to  organiz>a  the  division  staff  so 
f.t  each  divis?jn  shall  comprehend — 
)ne  adjutant  general  and  two  assistant  adjutant 
lerals ;  | 

>ne  inspect|>r   general  and  two  assistant  inspector 
lerals ;  ' 

ne  quartettn aster  general  and  two  deputy  quarter- 
Ts  general,  with  regimental  quartermasters,  as  at 
•ent  autho)^zed  ; 
Three  judg*  advocates  ; 
Two  chaplafns ; 
ne  deputyt  commissary  general  and  two  assistant 
minaries  ^)f  issues,   four   hospital    surgeons,  and 
ht   hospital;!  surgeons'    mates,   and    as   many    post 
eons,  witlj  the   pay    and  emoluments  of  hospital 
rgeons'  mat^s,  as  the  distribution  of  the  forces  into 
rrisons  and  ^sts  may  require,  not  exceeding  twelve  ; 
Four  assistant  apothecaries; 

Two  assistyit  deputy  paymasters,  with  regimental 
ymasters,  a|  now  established. 
_  It  is  not  d^med  necessary  to  change  the  organiza- 
Vtn  of  the  cojps  of  artillery,  the  corps  of  engineers,  or 
&«  ordnance  Apartment,  unless  the  committee  should 
^  disposed  l>\  increase  the  corps  of  engineers.  Con- 
/lenng  the  t^alitications  of  the  officers  of  that  corps, 
"d  the  great,  utility  which  may  be  derived  from  trans- 
rring  iht-m  auo  the  line  of  the  Army,  when  a  sudden 
gmcntatiori  of  the  Military  Establishment  should 
come  nace^ary  at  the  approach  of  war,  some  in- 
;ease  of  that  scientific  corps  is  respectfully  submitted. 
The  act  f*ing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
producet^some  inequalities  in  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ents  of  the  officers,  which,  owing  to  the  particular 
rcumstanceJ^  under  which  that  act  was  passed,  it  is 
obable  weH'  neither  foreseen  nor  intended.  One 
se  of  this  nature  is  the  allowance  of  forage  to  a  ma- 
r  general  o|^  twenty  dollars  a  month,  whilst  the  adju- 
nt  generates  allowed  thirty.  The  allowance  of  a 
erk  to  one,  of  the  major  generals,  and  not  to  the 
er,  mustlhave  proceeded  from  the  same  cause, 
•'he  factof  ijjese  inequalities  are  mentioned  here  with 
view  to  atiart  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
ay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  gen- 
ally.  j 

Should  an';  explanations  growing  out  of  this  com- 
unication  I'e  required,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleas- 
re  to  give  tjiem,  in  writing  or  verbally,  to  the  com- 
littee.  whe»ver  it  shall  suit  their  convenience. 
I  have  thenonor  lo  be,  respectfully,  your  very  hum- 
le  s«r%aQt,  j  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
proposition  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  contioue  the  direct  tax  of  three  mil- 
lions another  year. 

Mr.  Pickens's  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
on  the  question  of  repealing  said  tax  being  under 
consideration — 

Messrs.    Lowndes.  Hanson,  and    Sergeant, 
spoke  at  length  against  this  moti^.  and  Messrs. 
Stearns,  Atherton.  Randolph,  and  Pickens, 
in  favor  of  it;  the  debate  lurning  on  (he  merits 
of  the  proposed  direct   tax,  on  general  principles, 
at  the  present   conjuncture  of  our  affairs.     Mr. 
Tucker  spoke  briefly  in  explanation. 
Mr.  Atherton  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  appeared  to  me  that  a  direct 
tax  was  necessary,  either  for  the  support  of  the 
public  credit,  or  lo  meet  any  system  of  public  ex- 
penditure, of  which  I  could  approve,  it  should  not 
fall  for  the  want  of  my  support.     But  believing, 
as  I  do,  that  a  direct  tax  is  not  wanted  fur  either 
of  those  purposes,  I  shall  use  my  vote  and  my  en- 
deavors to  procure  its  repeal.    This  course  1  should 
take,  even  if  I  did  not  feel  any  particular  hostility 
to  a  direct  tax  ;   for   1   should  think   it  correct  lo 
avail  myself  of  what  I  hope  will  be  the  prevailing 
di»p>osilion  of  the  House,  to  effect  an  alleviation 
of  the   public    burdens,   where    there    seems  the 
greatest   probability   of  success.     Yet    there  are 
gentlemen,  no  enemies  to  lessening  those  burdens, 
who  will  take  no  reduction,  because   they  cannot 
procure  it  in  taxes,  which  they  esteem   more   ob- 
jectionable.    They  are  willing  to  sacrifice  a  gen- 
eral object  to  one  of  minor  consequence.     I  shall 
act,  sir,  upon  a  different  principle.     1  say  retrench  ; 
and  if  I  cannot  have  retrenchment  when  I  would, 
I  will  take  it  when  1  can. 

I  presume, sir,  there  is  no  member  of  this  House 
so  little  acquainted  with  the  concerns  and  feel- 
ings of  his  constituents,  as  not  to  know  (hat  the 
direct  tax  is  the  most  offensive  of  any  on  the  long 
catalogue  of  taxation.  This  is  not  a  sudden  and 
impetuous  disgust  on  (he  par(  of  the  people.  I(  is 
of  long  standing;  it  has  been  uniform  and  uni- 
versal. "Consideration,  like  an  angel,  has  come;" 
yet  the  people  are  hostile  to  this  tax.  Upon  every 
principle  that  binds  a  representative  to  his  con- 
stiiueat.  these  circumstances  are  entitled  to  great 
weight  and  deep  consideration  in  all  parts  of  this 
House.  By  this  repeal,  we  should  diffuse  a  gen- 
eral joy  throughout  (he  grea(  mass  of  the  Amer- 
ican populadon.  It  is  certainly  worthy  our  most 
serious  deliberation,  whether  tliese  universal  im- 
pressions of  (he  people  upon  this  subject  are  not 
well  founded. 

During  this  discussion,  various  reasons  have 
been  assigned  why  the  people  do.  and  why  they 
ought  to,  feel  a  peculiar  jealousy  against  this 
mode  of  approaching  their  purses  and  property, 
on  the  part  of  the  General  Government — these 
reasons  I  shall  not  repeat.  But,  there  are  gentle- 
men here  who  profess  to  be  attached  (o  this  tax, 
because  they  say  it  is  an  equal  tax;  others  say, 
that  if  not  equal,  it  has  the  happy  power  of  raak- 
iog  even  the  inequalities  of  the  other  (axes;  that 
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it  bears  with  a  light  hand  where  other  taxes  press 

heavily,  and    (hat   it    bears   with   a   heavy  hand  | 
where  other  taxes  press  lightly.     They,  in  short.  ' 
represent  it  as  a  smoothing  plane,  that  reduces  to  ' 
a  perfec(  level  the  superficies  of  taxation,  and  (bat  | 
no  system  of  taxation  can  be  perfect  without  it.  i 
Others  imagine  that  the  States  not  holding  slaves  ' 
ought  to  cling  to  this  mode  of  raising  money  as 
favorable  to   them — as   (he  consideradon  which 
(hey  receive  for  having  consen(ed  (o  a  diminished 
representation  in   this  body.     To   these   views,  I 
wish   to  drau-   the  consideration   of  the  House. 
From  a  document  that  has  been  laid   upon   our 
tables,  in  pursuance  of  a   resolution  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  moving  (he  other  day.  and  from  some 
o(her  sources  of  information,  of  the  correc(ness  of  | 
which  1  en(er(ain  no  doub(,  resuhs  follow  not  fa- 
vorable to  either  of  the  positions  above  $(a(ed. 
No  proposition  can  be  more  fallacious  than  (ha( 
a  tax  is  equal,  because  it  is  apportioned  according 
(0   numbers.     This   pre-supposes   an    equality  of 
properly,  which  does  no(  exis(.     If  the  rate  per 
ceniuin  on  a  hundred  dollars  of  valuation  be  not 
the  same,  the  tax  is  unequal.     How  is  this  with 
us,  next  to  the  direct  (ax  of  six  millions?    Massa- 
chusetts pays  forty-iwo  cents  on  ihehundred  dol- 
lars of  valuation;  New  Hampshire  fifty-two  cents, 
pod  Vermont  sixty-two  cenis  ;  while  Connecticut 
pays   only   twenty-six    cents.  New   York    thirty 
cents,  and  Pennsylvania  twcniy-twocents.    Tha( 
is  to  say.  New  Hampshire   pays  twice  as  much 
as  Connec(icu(,  and  Vermon(  twice  as  much  as 
New  York,  and  nearly   three  times  as  much  as 
Pennsylvania.     New  York  as  easily  pays  its  pro- 
portion of  a  direct  tax  of  four  millions  as  New 
Hampshire  does  its  proportion  of  a  direct  tax  of 
two  millions.     Vermont  pays  its  proportion  of  a 
direct  tax  of  six  millions,  when  Pennsylvania  only 
pays  Us  propordon  of  (wo  millions — that  is,  if  the 
valuation  of  property  be  taken  as  (he  basis  of  tax- 
atjon.     These  returns  are  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  ;  the  results  are  undeniable. 
Where,  then,  I  ask,  is  the  boasted  equality  of  (his 
(ax,  and    how  does   i(  show  its  mercy  (o   (hose 
S(aies    that    pay    an    undue    proportion    of    the 
other  taxes?     What  S(a(es  pay  (he  tax  on  salt? 
Massachusetts,   New  Hampshire,  and    Vermont. 
What  States  pay  the  enormous  duty  on  imported 
rum  ?     MassachuseKs,  New  Hampshire,  and  Ver- 
mont.    Wha(  States  are  most  severely  oppressed 
with  (he  land  tax?     The  same.     Nor  do   I   find 
any  relief  from  this  picture,  by  observing  how  it 
operales  on  (he  slaveholding  S(a(es.     Maryland, 
for  instance,  pays  twenty-five  cents  on  the  valua- 
tion of  one  hundred  dollars;  Virginia  pays  twen- 
ty-eight   cents.     But    it    may    be    said    that    (his 
includes  the  valuation  of  (heir  S(a(es.     True,  it 
does;  but  exclusive  of  (heir  slaves  the  (ax  would 
only  be   increased  four  cen(s  in  Maryland,  and 
perhaps  six   cen(s   in   Virginia,   leaving   them  a( 
abou{   one-half  what   New  Hampshire"  and  Vir- 
ginia pays.     If  sir,  any  confidence   is   to   be  at- 
tached to  these  resuUs,  it  follows— 

1st.  Tha(  a  direct  tax  is  oppressively  unequal. 

2d.  That  it  does  not  restore  the  inequalitiL'sof  the 

other  taxes,  but  increase?  their  unequal  operation. 


3d.  That  the  States  not  holding  slaves  cannot 
discover  in  ihis  mode  of  raising  money  anything 
favorable  to  them.  ** 

Indeed,  sir,  if  they  expected  to  receive,  in  direct 
taxation,  as  regulated  by  the  Coasiitution,  a  com- 
pensation for  having  bartered  a  portion  of  their 
independence,  (hey  have   been    most  grossly  de- 
ceived.    In  the  language  of  poor  Richard,  they 
have  "paid  too  dear  for  ihe  whistle."     This  ux 
IS  also  particularly  severe  in   its   pressure  upon 
those  farmers  who   are    in   debt  for   their  land, 
which  IS   the  case  with   a   large  portion  of  oar 
young  men,  and  upon  those  whose  farms  are  only- 
cultivated   in   parr,  when  ihe  labor  goes  to  im- 
proving and  enhancing  the  value  of  the  farm,  but 
not  (o  (he  production  of  a  crop.     In  such  case  it 
operates  as  a  lax  on  industry,  and  not  on  income. 
The  fluctuating  state  of  the   population   of  the 
United  States  isalsoanother source  of  ineguality. 
While  some  States  have,  since   the  last  census, 
gained  an  additional  population,  sufficieni  to  en- 
title them  to  two  and  three  Represen(a(ives,  other 
Sta(es  have  been   nearly  sia(ionary  ;  but  (he  lax 
is   levied   according  to   the    population   of  1810. 
which  varies  materially  from  the  present  popula- 
tion, and  weighs  most  heavily  against  those  States 
thai    have  so  many  other   reasons  (o  complain 
against  this  tax. 

Besides,  sir,  I  must  confess  that  I  feel  strong 
objections  against  the  apparatus  and  machinery 
which  this  lax  requires.  I  accord  most  sincerely 
with  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts, 
whose  head  is  whitened  with  (he  fros(s  of  seventy, 
bu(  whose  mind  still  blooms  in  the  verdure  of 
Spring,  in  a  reply  which  he  so  happily  made  the 
other  day,  tha(  -Executive  influence  had  in- 
creased, was  increasing,  and  oughi  (o  be  dimin- 
ished." As  nearly  as  I  can  calculate,  it  takes  a 
s(anding  army  of  abou(  (hree  (housand  retainers 
of  the  Government  lo  assess  and  collect  a  direct 
tax  m  the  United  States.  That  is,  about  one  man 
to  every  thousand  dollars  of  tax,  of  which  he  takes 
from  one  to  two  hundred  dollars.  This  is  an 
army,  in  my  opinion,  quite  too  numerous  for  a 
Peace  Establishment.  I  am  for  disbanding  them, 
and  for  doing  it  so  effectually  that  there  shall  be 
no  excuse  for  retaining,  breveding,  or  paying 
any  portion  of  the  staff  provisionally.  I  cannot, 
sir.  but  indulge  the  hope  that  a  revenue  of  thirty- 
six  millions,  exclusive  of  the  direct  (ax,  will  sa- 
(isfy  (he  demands  of  the  Government  for  the 
current  year. 

We  are  too,  sir,  at  the  close  of  a  war  which  has 
not  added  lo  the  resources  of  our  country — of  a 
war  in  which  Canada  has  not  been  taken — of  a 
war  in  which  no  rights  have  been  secured  to  the 
merchant  flag.  Gentlemen  do  not  seem  to  re- 
member, that  prior  to  (his  war.  and  as  if  prepar- 
a(ory  to  it,  we  were  sweated  to  exhaustion  by  the 
empiricism  of  embargo,  non-importation,  and 
non-intercourse;  that  while  we  were  suffering 
under  the  weakening  influence  of  their  prescrip- 
tions, (here  was  adniinislered  to  our  unwilling 
{hroa(s  (he  caustic  bolus  of  war.  The  people,  sir 
do  not  expect  to  be  followed  up  by  a  course  o 
mercurials  in  the  form  of  taxes.     Your  encour 
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femeDts  ib^r  expectations  require;  their  coodi- 
)n  will  imieratively  demand  of  you  the  adop- 
t^n  of  a  syi^eni  of  economy  and  retrenchment. 
tT,  like  tbe^genlleman  from  South  Carolina,  I 
juld  cultiAle  moral  power.     I  would  cherish 
It   high  at^    iodependent  spirit  which  should 
ike  this  pJ»ople  feel  and  know  that  they  were 
fperior  lo  tl^e  people  of  every  other  country  on 
"rlh,  superi(»r  in  intelligence,  superior  in  mental 
^ources,  su#ierior   in  civil  and    political    privi- 
^es.     But  Ifow  would  I  do  this?     Not  by  caus- 
th^m  10  ?oubl  whether  they  possessed  these 
fiTilites.     >C'^t  by  alienating  their  affections  from 
Governn'enl   by  exactions  unreasonably  se- 
•re.     No,  sir,  I  would  cause  them  to  know,  that 
^>0D  them  y^u  depended  for  the  essential  defence 
the  country;  that   you  cherished   their  cora- 
ls and  rejoiced  at  their  blessings.     Leavf  them 
^nething  wrjrth  preservinjj.  and  they  will  pre- 
rve  it  by  iI^'mt  valor  and  virtue.     I  would  cause 
J^m  ever  tt^  be  more  proud  of  tlieir  condition 
m  of  your;establishments,  however  great,  sup- 
'rted  at  thyr  expense.     Sir,  I  would  not  repu- 
ite  a  Navw;  I  would  support  and  increase  it. 
It  I  would /eject  most  promptly  and  decisively 
those   wi|d,  magnificent   projects  of  expense 
kd  miiitary|iame  which  seem  to  have  seized  the 
(agination*  of  some.     They  are  of  the    most 
uming  imiiort  to  the  American  people.     I  see 
them   an  jentire  change  of  the  policy  of  our 
(cesiors;  llsee  in   them  interminable  wars — a 
•at  crop  oil  military  glory  ;  but  the  subversion 
the  Constjlution.  and  a  system  of  unrelenting 
cation,  thai  will  make  this  people  the  veriest 
ves  to  the- exactions  of  the   General   Govern- 
ent.     Belw^een    the   adoption  of  such  a   policy 
d  the  liberties  of  this  country  there  is  no  Rubi- 
n — it   is  already  pas.sed — the  die  is  cast,  and 

sar  \*  m  fostile  march  to  the  Capitol. 
•Al  uo  peri*jd  since  the  e>tablishraent  of  the  in- 
.•pendence  jf  the  United  States  has  there  been, 
1)  my  opinion,  a  fairer  prospect  for  th§  coniinu- 
piice  of  peaci?  than  at  the  present  moment.   Hap- 
"^y  thrice  ha^py  should  we  be.  if  we  would  learn 
Ifstly  to  appreciate  our  own  blessings.     Yes,  sir. 
wver  a  faii^r  prospect   for   the  continuance  of 
ace,  unle^i»l  we  destroy   that  prospect   by   the 
isting  mil  Jew  of  our  own  lolly  and   madness, 
eat  Britain,  sir,  made  a  peace  with  you,  at  a 
e  when  »^1  her  other  enemies  were  prostrated 
her  feet;, when  she  was  flushed  with  victory; 
hen   her  ajmy  and   navy  were  in   the   highest 
*sible  statt*  of  discipline  and  preparation  ;  when 
r   uodividtd  force  could    have    been   directed 
ainsi  us.  jAnd.  what  is  of  more  importance, 
y^e  conclud<{d  a  peace  with  you  when  it  was  uni- 
versally beluved  in  England  that  her  forces  were 
*3  possession  of  New  Orleans.     If,  sir,  she  made 
ace  with  lis  under  such   circumstances,   how 
ated   With;  an   unreasonable  jealousy  must  be 
at  imaginniion  which  cin  see  in  the  relative 
'luaiion  of  jhe  two  countries,  an  interest  and  a 
sire  on  htr  part  to  renew  the  contest.     Spain 
ust  feel  thjL'  deepest  interest  lo  preserve  the  re- 
iions  of  ^eace  with    this  country.     This  she 
lUsi  contio&e  to  do  so  long  as  she  has  any  claims 


upon  Mexico  and  South  America.     I  hope  we 
shall  treat  Spain  with  the  most  exemplary  just- 
ice, but  such   is   the  crippled   condition  of  that 
monarchy,  and  such  her  peculiar  situation  as  re- 
spects the  United  States,  that  although  we  should 
treat  her  with  the  most  direct  and  positive  injus- 
tice, however  she  might  complain,  she  would  not 
push  those  complaints  to  the  extremity  of  war. 
Whence  then,  sir,  these  alarms  of  war  ?  Whence 
the  necessity  of  great  military  preparations  and 
expensive  enterprises  ?     Why  is  the  war-whoop 
kept  up?     Why   are  ghosts  and    hobgoblins  so 
adroitly  moved    back    and  forth  before   terrified 
imaginations?     One  gentleman  imagines  that  he 
sees  in  the  circumstance  that  our  territory  is  lim- 
ited by  that  of  a  neighboring  Power,  not  only  a 
speck  of  war.  but  a  black  tiireatening  cloud  of  im- 
pending  war.     And  so,  sir.  he  would  go  on  con- 
quering and  to  conquer,  till  the  limits  of  our  em- 
pire shall  be  continuous  with  the  continent  we 
inhabit.     Another  gentleman  is  for  directing  our 
military  prowess  and  resources  to  succor  the  cause 
of  the  oppressed  in  countries  remote  and  foreigo 
from  our  own.     Let   the  oppressed  of  our  own 
country  ever  find   eloquent  counsel   here;  but  I 
hope   never  to  see  in    this   House  any  person  ia 
character  of  the  orator  of  the  human  race.    These 
are  the  patent  munitions  that  have  given  rise  to 
the  standing  armies,  and  oppressed  even  them,  by 
which     Europe    has    been    bound    in    vassalage. 
Never  may  I  see  them  introduced  into  the  coun- 
try of  my  birth  ;  against  such  an  abandonment  of 
our    good   old  principles — against  the  inception 
of  such  a  policy  I  enter  my  most  solemn  protest. 
Again,  sir,  I  say  retrench.     It  is  written  there  is 
a  lime  for  peace ;  we  have  had  it.     That  there  is 
a  time  for  war ;  we  have  had  that  also.     I  hope 
the  leaf  is  not  torn  from  our  political  bible  which 
says  there  is  a  time  for  retrenchment.     If  there 
be  that  time,  it  is  now  present  with  us.     Let  it 
not  escape  ;  it  is  a  precious  moment.     In  allusion 
again    to   what  fell    from    the   gentleman    from 
South  Carolina  :    Dash,  yes,  sir,  dash  the  Circean 
cup  from  the  mouth  of  sycophants,  contractors, 
and  office-seekers.     Uo  not  enervate  the  Ameri- 
can Hercules  by  sleeping  him  in  ihe  hot-bed  of 
Executive    patronage.      The    people   are    in    no 
danger  from  the  corruption  of  delicious  draughts 
and  inglorious  ease.     They  are  far,  far  enough 
removed  from  these  evils.     This  disease  does  not 
attack   the  extremities  of  the    body    politic.     It 
begins  at  the  heart;  it  has  there  been  manifested. 
Here,  then,   let  gentlemen  direct   their  caution, 
and  not  lo  the  great  mass  of  the  American  pop- 
ulation, where  there  is  no  danger  of  the  enemy. 
Moderate  the  i  ar  of  State;  cease,  at  least  for  a 
while,  to  whip  and    to  goad    the    generous   but 
almost  breathless  animal  that  draws  the  burden. 

.Mr.  STEARN8  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  the  very  full  discussion 
which  this  subject  has  undergone  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  I  shall  not  long  detain  the  House 
with  the  remarks  I  have  to  offer.  Just  beginning 
lo  take  a  share  in  its  deliberations,  I  have  been 
inclined  rather  lo  listen  to  the  opinions  and  argu- 
ments of  others  than  to  obtrude  upon  ihem  my 
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own.  I  hope,  sir,  that  I  hare  not  listened  with- 
out profit.  Not  only  the  general  principles,  but 
the  minute  details  of  the  report  have  been  exam- 
ined. Honorable  gentlemen,  with  whose  views  I 
in  the  main  coincide,  have  produced  their  esti^ 
mates  and  calculations,  and  urged  their  reasoning 
with  a  conclusiveness  and  force  which  I  might 
in  vain  desire  to  imitate.  It  only  remains  for  me 
to  explain,  in  as  lew  words  as  I  can,  the  grounds 
and  reasons  of  the  vote  which  I  am  about  to 
give  on  this  important  question.  For  such  I 
consider  every  question  which  relates  to  the  bur- 
dens to  be  imposed  upon  our  constituents. 

It  is   not  my  purpose  to  inquire  whether  the 
necessity  which  we  are  told  exists  for  these  bur- 
dens might  have  been  avoided.     Whatever  opin- 
ions 1  may  have  entertained  of  the  impolicy  and 
injustice  of  the   war,  from   which    we   were  so 
providentially  rescued,  peace,  objectionable  as  its 
terms  were  lo  my  mind,  was  by  me  hailed  with 
gratitude,  because  it  saved  the  country  when  on 
the  brink  of  rum.     1  will  not,  therefore,  on  this 
occasion,  inquire,  whether  the  avowed  objects  of 
the  war    have    been   obtained   or  abandoned,  or 
whether  the  terms  of  peace  were  calculated,  or 
were  intended  to  be  equally  advantageous  to  all 
parts  of  this  widely  extended  empire.     Nor  yet, 
sir,  shall  I  ask  a  question,  in  which  my  constitu- 
ents are.   perhaps,  more   particularly  interested, 
whether  it  was  just  or   necessary  to  barter  the 
fisheries  or  the  territory  of  the  East  for  an  exclu- 
sive right  and  navigation  at  the  West.     These 
are  subjects  about  which  gentlemen  on  different 
sides  of  this   House  totally  disagree;  and  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  accord  the  difference. 

But,  sir,  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
have  even  gone  out  of  their  way  to  allude  to  the 
war,  and  its  consequences;  a  subject  which  I  ex- 
pected, because  I  thought  it  would  be  their  wi?- 
doin.  they  never  would  have  wished  to  revive. 
If  they  have  thought  otherwise,  if  those  who 
made  the  war,  and  those  who  concluded  the 
peace,  choose  to  describe  the  one  as  an  act  of 
manifest  justice  and  necessity,  and  the  other 
as  productive  of  incalculable  honor  and  advan- 
tage, 1  must  attribute  it  to  the  different  meaning 
which  words  have  in  the  mouths  of  patriots  and 
politicians,  from  the  common  import  of  language, 
or  set  it  down  to  the  account  of  that  par'tiality 
which  every  parent  has  towards  its  own  offspring. 
They  are,  perhaps,  not  much  more  extravagant 
or  farther  from  the  truth  than  the  crow  in  the 
fable,  who  doiingly  called  her  young  ones  "little 
snov}- white  rtcuns.'''' 

Sir.  1  have  no  inclination  to  indulge  in  irrita- 
ting remark;  but  I  am  not  bound  to  forbear  to 
expose  misrepresentation,  and  to  repel  unmerited 
reproach.  When  those  who  hurried  the  couniry 
into  a  dangerous  war,  without  preparation,  and 
without  plan,  and  brought  upon  it  accumulated 
disaster  and  disgrace— the  monuments  of  which, 
even  here,  meet  the  reluctant  eye  at  every  turn- 
when  such  men  attempt  lo  throw  upon  the  gov- 
ernment and  people  of  a  respectable  and  patriotic 
State  the  blame  aud  odium  of  suffering  a  small 
portion  of  territory,  which  the  General  Govern- 
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ment  was  bound  to  protect,  to  be  occupied  by  the 
enemy;— and  above  all,  sir,  when  they  endeavor 
JO  conceal  their  nakedness  and  shame  by  snatch- 
ing from  the  Navy  and  Army  a  share  of  that 
honor,  or  (if  you  please)  that  g^/ory,  which  belongs 
exclusively  to  them— if  my  aid  were  needed  I 
would  lend  it  to  strip  and  expose  the  pilferer,  and 
restore  the  stolen  garment  to  its  owner.  But  this 
has  already  been  promptly  done  by  my  honora- 
ble friends  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  my 
feeble  help  is  not  needed. 

Sir.  when  the  credit  of  the  nation  is  languish- 
ing, I  am  willing  to  forbear  the  inquiry,  how  the 
burdens  which  are  required  became  necessary:  it 
IS  sufficient  for  me,  if  a  manifest  necessity  exists. 
When  that  is  the  case,  if  I  can  be  assured  that 
they  will  be  faithfully  appropriated.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  withhold  the  requisite  supplies.  If  those 
who  made  the  war  refused  to  count  the  cost  of  it, 
I  know  that  we  and  our  constituents  viuat  count 
it;  yes,  sir,  and  pay  it,  too.  And  I  am  ready  to 
vote  all  the  taxes  which,  with  reasonable  rogard 
to  economy,  may  be  necessary.  I  only  require 
this  one  condition,  that  they  be  the  least  burden- 
some in  their  operation,  and  imposed  equally, 
upon  all  parts  of  the  country.  On  these  terms,  £ 
will  give  my  consent  to  a  direct  tax— a  perma- 
nent one,  if  necessary. 

,But,  sir,  I  consider  that  the  honorable  commit- 
tee who  gave  shape  and  direction  to  the  financial 
concerns  of  the  Government  in  this  House,  require 
ol  us  what  is  unreasonable.  By  the  course  which 
they  have  adopted,  they  compel  us,  in  effect,  to 
legislate  inverao  ordine.  They  would  have  us 
first  vote  immense  revenues,  and  then  look  at  the 
objects  of  appropriation  and  expenditure  pointed 
out  by  the  Governmeni.  I  know  very  well  that 
this  course  has  the  apology  of  precedent— too  long 
established  precedent  among  ourselves — and  so 
have  a  great  many  other  measures  which  tend  to 
improvidence  and  profusion.  Sir,  it  is  so  com- 
mon, that  it  has  almost  become  a  trite  observa- 
tion that  Governments  always  demand  revenues 
commensurate  to  the  utmost  resources  of  their 
country;  and  I  am  sure,  from  melancholy  expe- 
rience, we  are  not  to  expect  this  Government  to 
form  an  exception. 

Will  It  be  said  that  it  is  necessary,  first,  to  erant 
the  revenues,  that  we  may  know  how  to  limn  the 
expenditure?  that,  if  we  first  maket  he  appropri- 
ations, we  may  go  beyond  the  ability  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Sir,  that  is  not  the  case.  Exhausted  as  the 
country  is,  the  people  are  yet  able — more  than 
that,  they  are  willing — to  bear  every  burden  that, 
with  reasonable  economy  in  expenditure,  may 
be  necessary.  Satisfy  them  that  their  money  is 
fairly  and  prudently  appropriated  to  pay  the  pub- 
lic creditors,  and  to  defray  only  useful  and  neces- 
sary expenditures — that  you  do  not  demand  these 
enormous  suras  to  extend  influence  and  patron- 
age, but  to  restore  the  public  credit — and  nothing 
will  be  denied  you  which  they  ought  to  give  or 
you  to  require. 

Sir,  it  should  always  be  remembered,  that  i» 
not  wisdom  and  prudence  in  a  Government  which 
would   be  folly  and   madness  in  an   individual. 
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Jbat  cours'^  would    the   discreet   merchant  or 
ptdesman  ofplaoler  adopt,  ia  the  circumstaoce.s 
|r>  this  Goreinment  ?     He  would  6rst  consider, 
^at   sum    ifl  would  require    for    hjs    necessary 
^-Wnses   304  to  perfurin   his  engagemeots   and 
,«iQiaia  his:credit — how  much   might  be  saved 
^;dimiDisfair;^  some  expenditures  and  wholly  re- 
(Oching  otiiers.     And  he  would  not  mortgage 
freehold  iiotil  it  became  necessary,  nor  uniil 
^'  had  at  leapt  endeavored  to  collect  his  debts, 
ajcertairied  the  eventual  deficiency.      The 
'♦ilder,  sir.  first  determines  the  necessary  dimen- 
^n:>  and  figure  and  strength  of  the  edifice,  and 
:>n  sets  aboi^t  providing  the  materials. 
Mr.  Speak'^r,  we  have  had  thrown  upon  our 
^i)les,  this  n^orniDg,  a  long  and  shameful  list  of 
Jances,  whkh  have  been  due  more  than  three 
»rs  to  one  v)epartraent  of  the  Government.     A 
iilar  document  from  another  Department  we 
i-re  favorediwith  some  days  ago.     I  say  shame- 
_*y'.  sir,  because,  though  the  whole  amount  is  encH- 
Mpus,  and  m;|ny  of  the  items  very  large,  it  appears 
these  doc^iments  that  none  of  the  officers  of 
Governn^Qt  know  who  or  where  a  great  pro- 
[irlion  of  th«|debiorsare.     This  race  of  unknown, 
taccounlabte  nondescripts,  are  the  consumers  or 
Vie  scape-go|ts  of  no  very  small  part  of  the  rev- 
i-uues  of  this^couniry.     If  these  long  lists  of  bai- 
lees are  soi^jething  real  and  substantial,  it  is  the 
My  of  thiaj  House  to  make  ihe  proper  use  of 
^formaiioa  ft^hich  some  of  them  contain,  and  let 
>ose  debts  bi;  made  to  furnish  a  part  of  the  rev- 
|ue  require^.     But,  if  these  are  a  mere  phan- 
\ — if  iheware  only  form,  and  to  all  useful  pur- 
^«es  no  belfer  than  waste  |>aper — let  us  know  it, 
[4>d  let  theD,' never  agaiu  encumber  our  tables. 
But,  sir,  th^s  IS  not  all.     From  other  documents 
id  rep>oris.iod  letters  laid  before  us,  it  appears, 
>at  within  these  three  year?,  immense  sums  have 
i^en  approiyiated  and  furnished  to  the  various 
♦epartmenit  and  officers  of  the  Government,  the 
[disposition  f{  which    we  and   our   constituents 
Tjght  to  be*  informed  of,  and  which  slill  remain 
,Qaccounle|  for.     How  much  of  it  has  been  hun- 
^fclly  applie(|  to  its  legitimate  object,  God  knows  ; 
|ut  1  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  with  respect  to 
ne    dispojiion    of  thousands   and    hundreds   of 
lousands  o*  it.  no  one  in  this  House  or  this  na- 
|5oB  will  ev|r  be  informed.     Do  our  constituents 
»aow  this,  qjr  do  they  believe  that  all  the  money 
which  has  IZeen  taken  from  them  has  been  faith- 
Uplly  and  ho|iestly  expended  ?     If  they  do,  (blessed 
e  tlie  slubbers  of  honest,  unsuspecting   igno- 
ince !)  thejpilferer  and  defaulter  need  not  fear 
$)at  my  voie  will  be  heard— that  any  effort  of 
^ine  will  1  )use  the  deluded   people  of  this  land 
[^i^om  their  jleath-like  sleep.     And  perhaps,  if  it 
rere  possil^e.  it  would  be  an  offence  of  indscreet 
lendsiiip  lit  discover  to  them  those  injuries  and 
buses  whi^  I  might  wish  in  vain  to  correct. 
»   Sir,  I  wijh  not  to  indulge  unreasonable  jeal- 
usy  and  siippicion  of  any  of  those  who  are  or 
ave  been  Intrusted  with  the  disposition  of  the 
ublic  raonjy.     We  are  assured  by  their  friends, 
iheir  dependents,  and  not  very  unfrequenlly  even 


and  best  men  of  the  country.     We  are  told  that 
there  is  a  perfect  system  of  accountability,  and 
that  it  is  impossible  public  money  should  be  pur- 
loined, or  even  misapplied.     Granted,  sir.     The 
system,  in  theory,  is  most  beautiful  and  perfect. 
We  have  Accountants  and  Comptrollers,  and  all 
the  checks  and  balances  of  the  most  perfect  ma- 
chinery :  we  need  only  give  ourselves  the  trouble 
to  wind   It   up.     How  well   the   practice   might 
formerly  have  corresponded  with  this  fine  theory^ 
I  cannot  pretend  to  decide:  at  present,  it  seems 
to  be  quite  at  variance  with  it.     It  has  grown  old^ 
and  everythme  human  is  liable  (o  deterioration 
and   decay.     Yes,   sir.    '•  there's   the   rub.''     The 
impelling  force  is  wasted  by  friction  ;  it  is  dimin- 
ished by  the  continually  increasing  tendency  to 
the  great   centre  of  attraction;    and   the  whole 
force  of  the  country  will  hardly  keep  it  in  motion. 
What,  then,  is  the  value  of  all  our  cbecbi  and 
balances?     And  where  is  the  intrepid,  or  rather 
the  raiih  and    imprudent  man,  who  would  dare 
attempt  to  apply  them?     Who  will  venture  to 
demand  a  voucher,  or  disallow  a  claim,  when  the 
consequence  might  be  dismissal  from  office  ;  to 
effect  which,  if  necessary,  perhaps,  even  the  Head 
of  the  Government  might  be  induced  to  lend  hi» 
aid  1     When  the  struggle  is  between  conscience 
and  the  loss  of  office — perhaps  of  bread — it  doea 
not  require  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  foretell  the 
event. 

Sir,  it  is  seriously  asked,  what  ought  to  be  done 
— what  couHie  should  be  pursued?  In  the  an- 
swer, at  least,  there  is  no  difficulty.  Commence 
a  reform  ;  correct  the  abuses  of  office — those  open, 
notorious  abuses,  which  are  so  manifest  that  no 
man  can  wink  so  hard  as  not  to  see  them  ; — insti- 
tute an  examination  into  the  management  and 
expenditure  of  public  money  ;  collect  your  debts  j 
dismiss  from  office  the  speculator — yes,  sir.  and 
(if  you  can  detect  him)  the  peculator  too — those 
wonder-working  jugglers,  who  out  of  hundreds 
expend  thousands,  and  grow  rich  ;  cherish  and 
protect  the  honest,  faithful  public  servant,  who 
dares  to  do  his  duty,  and  brave  the  menaces  prara 
juveniium  ;  abolish  sinecure  and  unnecessary 
offices;  create  no  new  ones,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  influence  and  patronage  ;  place  the 
Navy  and  the  Army  upon  a  respectable,  and  (as 
far  as  is  consistent  with  the  interest  and  security 
of  the  country)  upon  an  economical  establish- 
ment. But,  beware  you  do  not  excite  and  nourish 
a  love  of  military  glory  and  a  thirst  for  conquest  : 
It  would  be  fatal  to  your  liberty  and  uaiional 
happiness.  Abundance  of  military  resources  and 
preparation  has  a  certain  tendency  to  produce 
war,  though  the  want  of  them  may  not  always 
prevent  it.  The  man  who  wears  his  pistols  and 
his  dirk  is  much  more  likely  to  get  into  collision 
with  those  whom  he  may  meet,  than  the  plaia 
citizen  who  is  without  them. 

Sir,  I  believe  that  when  the  errors  in  the  esti- 
mates presented  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  shall  be  corrected,  and  some  moderate  and 
reasonable  deductions  made,  it  will  be  found  thai 
remaining   sources  of  revenue   will    yield    evea 
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ascertained  what  amount  \9  indispensable  to  sup- 
port the  Government,  and  maintain  the  credit  of 
the  nation,  and  then,  if  the  ordinary  sources  prove 
insufficient,  resort  to  the  land.  Impose  a  direct 
tax  of  three,  or  even  four  millions — a  permanent 
one.  if  necessary.  I  have  no  instinctive  dread  of 
taxes.  With  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
solvania,  (Mr.  Hopkinson.)  I  will  say,  I  came 
here  to  imjwse  taxes,  but  to  impose  only  neces- 
sary ones.  And.  until  1  have  more  satisfactory 
evidence  than  I  now  have  that  this  tax  is  neces- 
sary— until  I  see  some  mistake  or  fallacy  in  the 
calculations  and  estimates  of  gentlemen  opposed 
to  this  measure — I  feel  bound  to  withhold  ray 
consent  from  the  imposition  of  this  (as  I  deem  it) 
unnecessary  burden  upon  my  constituents. 

Mr.  Hanso.n  said  he  could  not  conceal  the  re- 
gret he  fell  at  the  additional  evidence  just  given 
by  the  worthy  gentlemen  who  preceded  him. 
(Messrs.  Atherto.n  and  Stearns.)  of  a  strong 
opposition  by  his  political  friends  to  the  whole 
system  under  discussion.  But.  however  much,  he 
might  lament  the  diversity  of  opinion  prevailing, 
and  what  he  considered  a  departure  from  the 
soundest  principles  and  wisest  maxims  of  the 
party  in  concert  with  which  he  had  always  act- 
ed, yet  his  conscience  and  judgment  left  him  no 
choice  but  to  separate  from  most  of  his  friends  in 
the  vote  to  be  given.  Even  if  he  stood  alone  in 
the  present  question,  he  should  consider  himself 
as  dishonoring  his  station,  as  unworthy  the  seat 
he  occupied,  if  he  surrendered  his  judgment  or 
tied  the  question.  Let  the  responsibility  and  the 
consequences  be  what  they  might,  he  would  en- 
counter them  ;  preferring,  as  he  hoped  he  ever 
should,  the  people's  good  to  the  people's  favor. 
For  one,  he  was  free  to  declare  his  willingness  to 
have  permitted  the  question  of  supplies  to  be 
taken  without  debate.  Having  made  up  his  mind 
to  accept,  in  the  main,  the  system  reported  by  the 
Committee  ol  Finance,  he  saw  no  object  in  pro- 
voking a  discussion,  which,  if  not  exactly  chal- 
lenged by  the  Speaker,  had  certainly  been  pro- 
voked, as  tar  as  the  introduction  of  irritating 
topics  could  provoke  it.  He  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  Parliamentary  etiquette  to  reply 
to  the  Speaker  when  he  was  not  on  the  floor. 
Another  opportunity  could  be  embraced  for  that 
purpose.  But  as  the  House  had  seen  fit  to  enter- 
tain a  discussion  in  its  most  extended  form,  he 
saw  no  reason  to  regret  the  course  the  debate  had 
taken.  Indeed,  a  review  of  the  remarks  which 
fell  from  prominent  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
afforded  ample  cause  of  congratulation  and  tri- 
umph to  those  who  were  bred  in  the  school  of 
Washington  and  Hamilton.  By  one  gentleman. 
(Mr.  Ross,  of  Pennsylvania.)  the  House  had 
been  favored  with  the  confession  that  a  morbid 
languor  had  seized  the  Government  under  Mr. 
Jeflerson,  as  soon  as  the  impetus  given  to  it  by  the 
preceding  Administrations  ceased  to  be  felt.  A 
second  honorable  gentleman,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Calhoun.)  whose  manly  frankness  and 
independence  deserve  the  highest  commendation, 
bad  substantially  admitted  that  all  the  embar- 
rassments, difficulties,  and  disasters  suffered  by 


the  country,  were  ascribable  jo  an  unfortunate 
departure,  by  those  who  adrafff^lEtered  the  Gov- 
ernment, from  those  cardinal  maxims  and  prin- 
ciples which  constituted  the  system  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  creed  of  his  disciples.  A  third 
honorable  gentleman,  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tuck- 
er,) modestly,  but  eloquently,  echoing  the  senti- 
ments of  his  friend  who  had  preceded  him.  push- 
ed his  admissions  yet  a  key  higher,  and.  acknowl- 
edging that  the  men  in  power  had  all  along 
proceeded  upon  mistaken  and  false  principles  of 
Government,  he  adjured  his  friends  around  him 
to  subdue  their  pride  of  opinion,  to  renounce 
and  abandon  their  vicious  system,  which  they 
had  learnt  in  the  school  of  adversity,  and  which 
could  be  productive  of  only  disappointment,  dis- 
grace, and  danger  to  the  country.  Though  not 
claimed  as  an  intentional,  studied,  panegyric  upon 
the  system  of  the  minority,  yet  a  more  splendid 
eulogy  could  not  be  pronounced  upon  it,  because 
it  was  praise,  extorted  by  truth,  from  the  mouth 
of  an  enemy.  As  such,  I  receive  it,  said  Mr.  H., 
though  not  without  amazement,  for  that  would 
be  impossible  ;  but  I  receive  it  as  a  just  and  noble 
tribute  to  the  purity  and  wisdom  of  Federal  coun- 
sels. What  more  unequivocal  and  conclusive 
proof  could  be  required,  that  the  principles  and 
conduct  of  the  minority  were  right,  than  the  ad- 
mission by  the  majority  that  they  themselves 
were  in  the  wrong?  From  my  heart.  Mr.  Speak- 
er, do  I  wish  they  had  sooner  become  sensible  of 
their  errors.  Pity,  indeed,  it  is  that  their  eyes 
had  not  been  sooner  opened  ;  what  suffering, 
how  much  distress,  what  sorrows,  what  agoni- 
zing spasms,  how  much  disgrace,  how  much 
treasure,  blood,  and  national  character  would 
have  been  saved  to  this  much  abused  people. 
Had  the  conviction  of  the  most  obvious  and  sol- 
emn truths  been  earlier  wrought  in  the  minds  of 
gentlemen,  the  saving  to  the  nation  would  be  in- 
calculable, and  many  a  black  and  dismal  page  of 
our  history  would  have  been  most  fair  to  view. 

The   honorable   gentlemen    not    only    profess 
themselves  converts  lo  the  principles  of  Wash- 
ington and  Federalism,  but  to  my  great  joy  they 
are  engaged  in   reducing  them  to  practice.     Let 
the  nation  rejoice,  for  it  forms  a  new  and  glorious 
era  in  its  affairs.     Yes,  sir,  I  recognise  in  the  lan- 
guage and  the  actions  of  the  gentlemen,  the  in- 
fluence of  Federal   principles;   and  come  from 
whom  those  principles  may.  no  matter  how  pre- 
sented, or  in   what  form   I  find   them,  whether 
"  vamped  up,"  as  one  gentleman  bad  said.  (Mr. 
Randolph.)  in  the  shape  of  Executive  Messages, 
or  assuming  the  more  substantial  and  intelligible 
form  of  legislative  acts.      Though  they  come  in 
the  questionable  shape  of  repairing  the  ravages 
ol  a  war  which  the  Opposition  had  deprecated  and 
resisted,  by  all  the  Constitutional  means  they  pos- 
sessed, yet  will  I  afford  every  proper  aid  to  resus- 
citate and  sustain  the  public  credit,  to  reiricTe 
the  national  character,  and  provide  in  the  most 
ample  manner  for  the  future  defence  and  security 
of  the  country.    We  warned  you  of  the  conse- 
quences of  plunging  the  country  into  an  unjust, 
unnecessary,   and   wicked   war;    we   portrayed, 
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a  faiihfil  pencil,  the  black  and   midnight 
sels  whict,  lurked  at  the  bottom  of  the  mea 
Did  wanot  caution  you  against  the  rash- 
of  preci)*^tating  the  country  from  a  state  of 
ce.  unprefi^red,  unqualified,  and   unprovided, 
a  fearful  »<onte.st,  with  the  most  powerful  na- 
«  the   worl-,i  ever  saw?     Who  will  deny  il? 
we  not  cllarly  foresee  and  foretell  the  con>e- 
ces  of  ycMjr  obstinate    refusal    to   provide  a 
basis  forjhe  finances,  by  an  adequate  system 
venue  ;  pw-ferring,  as  you  did,  the  precarious 
desperate  :  eliance  upon  loans  to  pay  the  in- 
it  of  loan;  ?     We  never  ceased  to  admonish 
of  the  reM;  It  of  such  a  war,  commenced  with- 
■  armies  ant,' competent  commanders  j  without 
Adequate  O'^rine,  and  sufl5cient  fortifications; 
^'jout  revenue,  or  any  of  the  warlike  means  of 
^defence  prepared,  much  less  to  dash  beyond 
jborders  in  .juest  of  conquest.     True  as  1  con- 
all   this,|it  is  no  justification   for  holding 
now   lh%t  we  are  invited,   upon   our  own 
Iciples.  to  jtin  in  repairingacknowledged  mis- 
\[;  and,  wrile  we  endeavor  to  remedy  the  evil 
'Is  of  past  ioliiical  errors,  to  guard  against  fu- 
misforluD|'.     Upon  such  terras,  and  ior  such 
essed  objev-s,  I  unite  with  all  my  heart  in  the 
rt  to  siauD^f  h  and  heal  the  deep  wounds  in- 
ed  upon  tf;^  country.     While  I  agree  to  grant 
|he  means  Necessary  to  these  ends,  1  shall  not 
unmindful  J)f  the  danger  of  fallin?   into  the 
•'eme,  oppo^te  to  that  of  feebleness^and  imbe- 
ly.  which  1-d  us  to  the  brink  of  ruin.     I  need 
]say  my  hfck   is   turned  upon   every  plan  to 
rirb  the   rejose   of  the  country,  by   romantic 
(mes  of  lujure  war  and  conquest,  if  such  are 
really  etMertained.     My   views  extend  not 
jnd  the  d(,,ence  of  the  country,  against  any 
[every  natSiJn  able  to  attack  us.    For  this  pur- 
pa  ^  pursuing, the  advice  of  Washington,  to  be 
fojjfjd   in    his  ^ast  legacy   to  his  children,  and  in 
3st  every  ^lessage  sent  to  Congre>s.  I  would 
upon    th*  jireparation   for  war  to  preserve 
te.    I  woUf<l  pretVr  the  season  of  peace  for  pro- 
ving ^he  me,jns  of  defence,  by  pushing  forward 
111 '  necessaryj  preparations  for  war.     Thus  far 
i»f  aid  I  go — i.i  least  to  the  utmost  of  our  power 
restore  tit  public  credit,  and  place  it  upon  a 
M,  perman«Jii  basis,  enabling  the  Governraeni 
^ay  punctu>lly  the  interest  of  the  public  debt, 
eradually^o  extinguish  the  principal;  which 
•  the  true  secret."  says  Hamilton,  "of  render- 
^  public   credit  immortal."     I  would  increase 
[navy  as  ri^)idly  as  the  finances  would  allow  ; 
puld  keep  embodied  troops  sufficient  to  ^arri- 
,  all  our  fsrJficatiunsat  exposed  positions;  and. 
|le  they  w4re  preserved  from  decay,  I  would 
^t  others  at;  every  vulnerable  point.     1  would 
:  jt  nothing,  jior  spare  any  expense,  to  place  the 
|ted  Siates>in  a  posture  of  complete  defence, 
le  best  me^ins  of  preventing  war;  and,  should 
unfortunately  come,  of  abridging  its  evils. 
in  this  suLXect,  summoning  to   their  aid   the 
fcciplos    an^    maxims    of    Washington    and 
I'LTON,  tlif  gentlemen  already  referred  to  on 
-|.    other  sidt*  have  introduced   them  in  debate 
'    f/    *11  '^e  a|r  of  aoveliy,  for  which  they  have 


r  

taken,  and.  strange  to  say,  received  credit  as  the 
inventors.  Why  sir,  the  first  book  put  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  were  bred  in  the  school  of  the 
illustrious  men  at  its  head,  taught  us  all  thi^ 
We  read  in  the  horn-book  of  Federal  politics 
that,  iu  return  fur  the  protection  the  people  re- 
ceive from  Government,  the  people  must  contri- 
bute to  the  support  of  Government ;  that  the  pub- 
lic credit  must  be  maintained  inviolate;  the  faith 
of  the  nation  preserved  without  a  stain.  And 
upon  the  subject  of  defence  and  security,  we  are 
taught  to  consider  no  sacrifice  too  great,  no  bur- 
dens too  heavy,  to  insure  both,  as  the  end  of  all 
Government.  All  these  ideas,  as  old  as  the  Fed- 
eral party  itself,  with  which  the  gentlemen  have 
bespangled  and  embellished  their  orations,  are 
borrowed  from  that  system  upon  which  the  Fed- 
eral Administrations  constantly  acted,  and  the 
writings  of  Washington  and  Hamilton,  which 
will  remain  forever  recorded,  though  the  rem- 
nant of  our  archives  be  consigned  to  the  flames 
kindled  by  another  war. 

Mr.  H.  said,  in  approving   the   policy  now  in 
contemplation,  therefore,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  the  maintenance,  against  the  world, 
of  its  just  rights  and  dignity,  we  were  only  pur- 
suing the  advice  of  the  immortal  founder  of  the 
Republic.     I  cannot  agree,  said  he,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Ga8ton.)  that 
our  resorting  to  preparatory  measures  of  defence 
will   have  a  tendency  to  excite  and  cultivate  a 
sentiment  of  hostility  to  England,  which  would 
ultimately  grow  into  a  national  feeling  of  invete- 
rate and  deadly  hatred,  such  as  the  British  and 
French   nations  cherish  against  each  other.     In 
the  very  nature  of  our  relations  with  that  coun- 
try, there  will  always  exist  a  powerful   impulse 
produced  by  natural  causes,  unfavorable  to  cause- 
less enmity.     Sprung  from  one  ancestry,  speak- 
ing the  same    language,  our  customs,  manners, 
anJ  domestic  habits,  nearly  the  same;  they  will 
tend  to  produce,  on   both  sides,  a   sentiment  ad- 
verse to  hostility.     I  could  wish  to  speak  plainlf 
without   reserve,  leaving   nothing   to  inference; 
for  I  have  nothing  to  coaceal,  nothing  to  regret! 
nothing  to  retract.     I  consider  it,  then,  the  true 
policy    of  this  Government  to   be   frank,  to   be 
just,  rigidly  impartial,  and  friendly  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, cultivating  assiduously,  by  all  fair  and  manly- 
means,  the  best  possible  understanding  with  her. 
But  we  should  not  forget  that  the  state  of  things 
which   made  it   wise  and  patriotic   to  pray  fer- 
vently for  her  success,  to  overlook  or  bear  with 
her  wrongs,  to  strengthen  her  hands  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power,  for  the  combat  with  our  enemy  and 
the  enemy  of  all  nations,  and  to  exult  in  her  final 
triumph,  we  should  not  forget  that  this  slate  of 
things  IS  now  at  an  end.     Thank   God.   in  bis 
inercy  and  goodness,  they  are  at  an  end  ;  that  the 
disturber  of  ihe  repose  of  mankind,  is  hurled  from 
his  dizzy  eminence,  and  delivered  over  to  captiv- 
iiy,  I  trust,  forever.     Yes,  sir,  the  stale  of  things 
which  once  made  hostility  to  England  criminal 
and  base,  no  longer  exists,  .she  is  not  now.  as  she 
then  was,  the  world's  sole  defence  against  a  colos- 
sal tyranny  that  bestrode  it. 
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Is  it  too  much  to  ?ay,  sir,  (I  know  I  ana  impru- 
dently venturing  on  ticklish  ground.)  is  it  too 
much  to  say  that  Enj,land  is  now  mistress  of  the 


the  capacity  and  honesty  of  the  men  who  ad- 
minister the  Government,  profligate  and  corrupt 
as  I  always  considered,  and  still  consider  the  mo- 


ascendant,   and  it  will  be  a  duty,  henceforward.  :  lives  of  the  authors  of  the  late  war  iLv^rZV, 


to  be  on  our  guard  against  her  as  a  powerful  na- 
tion, if  not  a  naturaland  jealous  rival,  impelled 
by  her  interests,  if  not  her  best  policy,  to  keep  us 
down,  and  check  our  quick  march  to  that  high 
rank  which,  sooner  or  later,  this  people  must  take 
among  ihe  nations?     Is  it  venturing  too  far  to 


Sight  of  principles  which  govern  mv  conduct 
now.  In  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  war.  the  se- 
curity and  welfare  of  the  country  were  at  no 
time  separate  from  my  thoughts.  True,  I  op- 
posed the  war  with  a  zeal  and  constancy  not  to 
be  denied,  and  as  little  to  be  repented  of.   Though 


-  o    —  •-•    •"     "-^  -^"■'^".  ""u  ao  iiiiic  lu  ue  repeniea  01.     1 

say  that  Ihe  balance  of  power  is  now  restored,  or  1  selected  for  one  of  its  first  victims  at  home  no 
rather,  that  P  ranee  if  not  already,  is  in  danger  of  -  sooner  did  it  change  its  aggressive  for  a  defensive 
being  reduced  too  low^  while  her  great  rival  is  character,  than  I  took  the  ground  of  granting  the 
too   much  exalted?     May  I  not  venture  a  litde    supplies  asked  for,  and  strengthen.nf  the  arm  of 


further  and  say.  with  that  rival,  few  who  look 
into  futurity  can  doubt,  we  must  ultimately  be 
called  to  contend  for  the  liberty,  if  not  the  em- 
pire of  the  seas  ;  for  to  that,  I  believe,  it  must  at 


Government.  I  distinclly  took  the  ground  of 
recovering  and  restoring  the  public  credit,  of 
uniting  for  the  purpose  of  defence,  and  until'the 
danger  had  passed   by  to  forget  and  forgive,  un- 


vet  a  sten  lurther.  hv  sauma  ihm    fnr  f  .^  «,«„.  i  i.,-„      tu. .'    j  _  'T        .•  '" 


yet  a  step  further,  by  saying  that,  for  this  grea't 
contest,  we  ought  to  begin  to  prepare,  gradually, 
if  preferred,  but  to  begin  to  prepare,  and  never 
to  relax  our  precautionary  preparations  until  we 
are  prepared  ;  at  the  same  time,  however,  always 
observing  the  most  frank,  friendly,  and  scrupu- 
lously just  conduct  towards  her,  while  we  equal- 
ly bear  in  mind  the  necessity  of  so  regulating  our 
partiality  as  not  to  permit  ourselves  to  be  rendered 
blind  to  her  policy  ?  I  repeat,  the  interesting  and 
critical  state  of  things  which  not  only  justified. 


ture.  This  ground  was  promptly  taken  as  soon 
as  the  memorable  November  despatches  were 
communicated  to  the  House,  and  it  was  .-teadily 
maintained  by  voting  for  the  most  odious  taxes. 
This  ground  was  taken  at  the  most  critical  junc- 
ture in  our  annals,  when  all  was  confusion,  dismay 
and  terror.  Your  Treasury  publicly  bankrupt! 
the  Government  had  been  put  to  flight,  the  Cap- 
itol reduced  to  ashes,  the  Army  without  pay, 
food,  or  clothing,  and  dying  by  hundreds,  like 
sheep,  of  the  rot.     Though  power  .-seemed  ready 


r  ^^"'^^J^d  P»i"°"c.  0""^  i,ympal»>y  and  parti-  to  drop  into  our  hands,  like  friit  rotten-ripe  I  was 
ality  for  E.ngland,  is  past.  Far  ^om  my  wish  or  j  willing  to  overlook  for  a  moment  the  necessity 
intention  is  it  to  deny  that,  before  the  tyrant  of  a  change  of  rulers,  and  to  take  a  sund  in  on'^ 
wasoverthrown.IrejoicedinthesuccessofEng.  position  to  the  feelings  of  those  who  sent  me 
land;  I  gloried  in  her  triumphs;  I  triumphed  I  here,  and  in  the  teeth  of  their  known  opinions 
whenever  victory  perched  upon  her  banners  ;  but,  roused  as  they  reasonably  were  to  ^he  'hiS 
now,  I  regard  her  with  no  kinder  feelings  than  pitch  of  indignation  against  the  authors  of  our 
France,  or  any  other  nation.  She  is  not  now  danger.  But^he  country  was  threitened  w°"h 
figh  ing  our  battles,  and  those  of  the  civilized  '  dismemberment  and  ruin,  and  I  felt  there  was 
world,  against  a  despotic  and  overgrown  Power.  '  no  choice  but  to  assist  in  its  salvation      My  aid 


which  threatened  all ;  we  should  view  her.  there 
fore,  as  that  nation  we  have  most  to  fear,  and 
with  whom,  as  a  maritime  and  commercial  peo- 
ple, we  are  most  likely  to  come  in  collision.  In 
a  word,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  mean  to  be  understood  as 


was  certainly  not  solicited;  perhaps  it  was  not 
wanted  ;  but  I  judged  for  myself  in  affording  it, 
trifling  as  may  have  been  the  benefit  derived 
Irom  It. 

Perhaps  an  apology  is  due  to  the   House  for 


■  ■    •  J.         .  - ^.^.wvm  uo  ,       »  ,.ii.up,^   Oil   duuiu^v    IS   uue   10   me    Mouse  for 

s.y.Dg,ins.be  p»,lof  wisdom  to  make  (he  bes.  use  ,  detaimog  them  a  moment,  by  referrm»  af"«  the 

?o,  th'e  Z'.::. »,  ni'irrr.  ift^rii?  ?:!>?:! :  """"^  °f  -"a  «-"™-.  -^  "v  -» p«"i'.. 


for  the  worst,  while  we  hope  and  labor  for  the 
best,  resolving  to  bear  and  forbear  to  the  utmost, 
thinking  few  sacrifices,  short  of  national  honor! 
too  great  to  preserve  our  pacific  relations. 

Such  are  my  ideas,  sir,  upon  the  subject  of  pre- 
paration for  defence,  and  the  relation  in  which 
England  and  ihis  country  stand  towards  each 
other.  I  am  not  entering  the  course  to  run  the 
race  of  popularity.  Upon  the  usual  terms  of  ac- 
quiring, and  the  common  means  of  seekint^  it  I 
shoulddespisemyself  if  I  had  it  in  possession.  If 
excused  for  referring  to  events  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  one  object  would  be  to  show  how  I 
lost  what  little  popularity  1  may  have  possessed 


situation.  It'  on  this  occasion  guilty  of  what 
may  be  considered  egotism,  the  best  plea  I  can 
offer,  IS  that  it  is  my  first  transgression  of  the  kind, 
and  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  patience  kindly 
manifested  by  the  House  to  advert  to  the  style  of 
remark,  upon  the  two  parties,  occasionally  indulged 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Randolph)  and  his  estimable  friend  (Mr.  Stan- 
ford.) My  feelings  are  too  kind  and  warm  to- 
wards these  gentlemen  to  harbor  any  resentment, 
though  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  their  allu- 
sions are  sometimes  too  strong  to  pass  without 
being  repelled.  Whatever,  sir,  may  be  the  opin- 
ion o[  a  third  party  lu  this  House,  who  think  that 


r>„    ,1  ■     ■.  '   , /    •--.>.   p».>ovoo^u.     av/u  VI  a  iiuru  puny  lu  luis  nuuse,  wuo  ininK  mat 

^y  the  same   moiives  and  the  same  principles    the   other  two  like  tactions  seek  to  make  their 
wtiich  1  am   now  actuaipi     \  ora^  ih^r.   „^t.,».-.i    ' _   .  i   .  .    ... 


which  I  am  now  actuated,  I  was  then  actuated 
and  trust  I  shall  ever  be  guided,  the  good  of  the 
country,  not  of  ^elf  or  of  party.  Meanly  as  I 
think  and  no  man  can  hold  a  meaner  opinion  of 


country  a  prey,  and  are  squabbling  only  about 
dividing  the  spoil,  while  th^i/  possess  all  the  in- 
tegrity and  virtue.  I  shall  (orbear  to  institute  a 
comparison  of  political  honesty  and  consistency. 
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FmoART,  1816. 


(^oiry  It  IS  irue,  as  more  than  uace  alluded  to, 
iff  party  no^  in  the  mmorily  lostthe  power  they 
jeenjoyedj^    They  lost  it.  if  gentlemen  please, 
through 'indiscretion,  but  becondly,   because 
ti^y  disdaiocbl  rei-orting    to  the    rile    means    of 


is    undou^edly    true,    unfortunately    for    the    foundation  of  Goyernment  and  social  order,  and 


unhinging  society — doctrines  involving  a  com- 
plication of  slavery  and  chains,  misery  and  tor- 
ture, an  agony  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  death 
with  every  horrible  aggravation  of  its  terrors 
and  its  pains.     The  torments   of  the  cross  and 


ning  poM^er  which  others  found  successful  stake  may  tqual  them;  he  who  is  broken  upon 
biaining  il.  Nor  can  any  one  of  us  reproach  the  wheel  may  suffer  more,  but  the  pains  of  the 
iselves  for  laving  at  any  time,  under  any  delu-  gallows,  or  the  gloom  of  the  dungeon,  are  mercy 
,  sanc(ion|[d  and  given  currency  to  principles  j  compared  with  the  torments  inflicted  by  the  hell- 
ch,  fully  yut  in  practice,  have  reduced  the  '  hounds  of  Jacobinism.  All  these  do  not  influ- 
try  to  tb4  condition  which  all  now  unite  in  ence  my  political  conduct,  nor  prevent  me  from 
'^loring.  Nfosi  true,  the  people  were  to  their  looking  back  witli  unclouded  contentment  of 
c\  :  seduced  lo  discard  us,  but  we  have  acted  out  conscience,  if  not  with  pride  and  exultation,  upon 
o^»ower  as  \4e  did  in  power ;  we  have  heretofore  '  the  course  I  have  pursued  from  the  beginning  of 

intained,a4d  I  trust  will  continue  to  maintain,  ,  the  war  down  to  the  present  hour. 
t&«{same  sieaiiiness  and  uniformity  of  conduct,  .  A  few  words  more,  and  any  claim  I  may  have 
tifl  reverse  olj  which  IS  generally  reducible  to  no  had  upon  the  politeness  of  the  House  is  dis- 
r^ciple  but  |.elf  interest,  and  often  renders  even  i  charged.  Gentlemen  doubt  the  propriety  of 
•griiy  itseli' suspicious.  I  hold,  that  the  prin-  granting  further  means  to  the  Administration 
es  of  Fedi/alism,  old  and  new,  as  they  have  until  it  is  shown  that  former  supplies  have  not 
denomii|ated,  are  the  same,  having  consis-  [  been  corruptly  expended,  and  they  see  no  reason 
^:y  at  least  to  recommend  them,  and  let  who  ,  to  doubt  that  corruption  will  continue  its  depre- 
^y  be  placeji  at  the  helm  of  Government,  they  ,  daiions  upon  the  public  treasure.  I  have  not  a 
*st  be  the  sf*''  *tiJ  compass  to  steer  by.  Like  ,  doubt  it  will,  unless  the  majority  unite  in  devi- 
•.  beams  of  yihe  great  luminary  of  the  heavens,  i  sing  a  system  of  checks  and  accountability  id 
**ich  bear  o^  their  bosom  both  light  and  general  j  the  Departments.  To  this  I  understand  promi- 
~t  to  earth, lOur  principles  are  not  the  offspring  neni  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  have  freely 
^•fleeting  circumstances,  which  rise  like  ihe  i  pledged  themselves.  But  allowing  the  utmost 
^fUug  vapcfrs  to  disappear  again.  Clinging  to  '  weight  to  this  argument,  drawn  from  the  proba- 
l|.t  right,  spujning  the  expedient,  we  cleave  to  our  ble  abuse  of  power,  corruption  has  taken  such 
Ij^iciples,  thiugh  found  in  the  measures  of  our  ;  deep  root  in  the  Government,  and  attained  so 
Cj*onents.  And  why  ?  because  we  look  not  to  i  rank  a  growth,  I  much  fear,  let  who  may  admin- 
laver  and  oAice,  but  to  the  country,  to  advance  \  ister  the  Government,  it  will  not  totally  disap- 
ijal  good,  the! greatness  and  true  glory  of  which  pear.  Corruption  has  taken  so  strong  a  hold 
l|||;  ever  be«n,  and  now  is,  our  sole  aim.  Who  '  upon  the  political  system  of  this  country  that  it 
ij^ongst  this  (ninority  has  not  been  ever  ready  to    can   no  more  be  cured  than  the  leprosy  of  Ga- 

Aazy,  which  was  liereditary  to  all  his  posterity. 
This  argument  ol  corruption,  however,  goes  to 


■^  ongst  this  miDority  has  not  been  ever  ready  to 
*«ridce  his  'prejudices,  his  resentments,  every- 
'Ij^ng,  upon  i^ie  altar  of  his  country  ?     May  I  not 


ove  of  iountry  has  ever  been  their  mother  ,  the  withholding  of  all   means  from  the  Govern- 


?ling,  the  f  uniaio  of  their  principles,  the  main 
ring  of  all  their  political  actions  ? 
fc'«l^an  It  be  ^^upposed  that  we  will  now  abandon 


ment,  which  would  soon   terminate  all  our  con- 
tests by  bringing  them  to  a  violent  end.     Confi- 

^  »..  dence  must  be  placed  somewhere;  that  kind  of 

Mr  principlff.  and  shift  sides  with  the  majoriiv,  confidence.  I  mean,  necessary  to  prevent  the  Gov- 
^ause  theythave  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of  i  ernment  from  stopping.  There  must  be  oil  sup- 
•^opling  th(^  ?  I  will  never  disown  and  re-  plied  or  the  lamp  will  expire.  That  conlidence 
iKunce  the  Ijoly  Scriptures  though  preached  by  must  be  placed  in  the  men  whom  the  people, 
jfcjepraved  jninister  of  the  Gospel!  I  will  not  j  however  mistakenly  and  blindly,  have  chosen  to 
.^Iject  good  ?because  proffered  by  an  evil  hand,  i  administer  the  Government.  To  them,  there- 
;2  they  hav«  been  taught  by  adversity  the  iin-  fore,  must  be  intrusted  the  execution  of  the  sys- 
Artant  lesso,*i.  that  the  country  can  only  flourish  i  lem  which  looks  to  the  defence  of  the  country, 
^  grow  gr^t  by  administering  ihe  Government  the  extinguishment  of  the  war  debt,  and  the  res- 
#on  our  pi^nciples,  shall  we  disown  and  re-  toration  of  the  public  credit,  1  shall  support  the 
^unce  them:?  Never;  I  trust  never.  I  sicken  j  system  of  finance,  I  believe  unanimously  agreed 
r^lh  disgustkt  the  bare  idea  of  taking  up  their  i  to  by  the  committee  who  reported  it,  trusting 
aii,  explodec*  discarded  notions  of  false  economy,  '  that  the  means  it  provides  will  be  used  in  pro- 
"^^  cheap  defence  of  nations,  gunboats,  dry  docks,  moting  the  prosi)€rity,  the  honor,  and  the  secur- 
ed militia.  J  No  man  in  this  House,  shall  I  not    iiy  of  the  country. 

in  ih's  n,"on.  has  more  cause  to  hold  out  to  j      The  question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  es- 

last    tnan^l     t\aoo      m      •>     H<>^<I     A^^.A^A :      I  .'     II         1  .  > 


«..nf— ^n..irio«.c  ™kr«k    I        11   ^      .  1.1.  I  Boss,  Br«dbary,  Breckenndge,  Brigham,  Bryan,  Bur- 

^^  Th.h  L  n^^  .^K     7  ^'^'*  ''berty  jwell.Champion.  CUley,  Clarke  of  .North  C«ohna;Cl.y- 

jelf  the  bl^w  of  death-doctrines  sapping  the  I  ton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Forney,  Goldabi- 
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rough,  Hal«,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heiater,  Henderson, 
Hungerford,  Jackson,  Jewett,  King  of  .Massachuaetts, 
King  of  North  Carohna,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love, 
Lyon,  Maaon,  McCoy,  McKee,  Moore  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Mo«eiey,  Noyci,  Parris,  Pitkin,  Pickens,  Powell, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rice,  Rugglea,  Sharpe,  t^mlth  of  Vir- 
ginia, Stanford,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  Tallmadge,  Taul.  Thomas,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Ward  of  New  York,  Whcaton,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

!Vais — Messrs.  Alexander,  .\rcher.  Baker,  Bassctt, 
Bateman,  Bennett,  Bctts,  Birdsall,  Birdseyc,  Brooks, 
Burnside,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clendennin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha, 
Forsyth,  Glasgow,  GoW,  Goodwyn,  (Jriffin,  Grosvenor, 
Hahn,  Hall,  }Iammond,  Hanson,  Hopkinson,  Hugor, 
Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lovelt, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Maclay,  Mayraiit,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  MrLeaii,  of  Ohio,  Middieton,  Milnor, 
Nelson  of  .MaMachusetts,  Nelnon  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Ormaby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Reynolds,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Sclienck, 
Sheffey,  Snaith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  .Maryland, 
Southard,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Telfair,  Throop,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Wil- 
loughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  and 
Yates. 

The  resolution  to  continue  the  direct  tax  of 
three  millions  for  one  year  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  referred  to  the  Financial  Committee  to  bring 
10  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  next  proposition  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  viz:  lliat 
which  proposes  the  continuance  of  certain  duties 
on  distillation  ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  who  considered  this 
question  too  important  to  be  decided  without  dis- 
cussion, the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday.  February  7. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit,  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, Daniel  Webster,  and  from  North  Caro- 
lina.  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  (elected  in  the  place 
of  Nathaniel  Macon,  resigned.)  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  credentiab,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seals. 

Mr.  Ingham  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  Congress  will  take  into  their  consideration 
the  manufacturing  interest  in  the  United  States, 
and  adopt  such  measures  as  will  afford  to  the 
said  interest  the  best  security  and  protection. 

Mr.  Randolph  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move  an  inquiry  into  the  constitutionality  of  the 
appointment  of  Peter  B.  Porter,  late  a  member  of 
this  House,  to  the  office  of  a  Commissioner  under 
the  Treaty  of  Great  Britain,  he  being  at  the  time 
of  bis  appointment  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Naval  Committee, 
reported  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  Admirals,  the  ob- 


ject of  which  are  to  create  one  Vice  Admiral  iDd 
two  Rear  Admirals,  hstead  of  one  Admiral  and 
two  Vice  Admirals— a  mere  change  of  denomi- 
nation. The  bill  and  amendments  were  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  discharging  Ebenezer  Keeler 
and  John  Francis  from  their  confinement  in  the 
county  of  Delaware,  New  York,  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  MosELEY,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  on  behalf  of 
the  widow  and  children  of  Charles  Dolph.  de- 
ceased, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  said  Dolph;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Commodore  John 
Rodgers,  of  the  Navy,  respecting  a  judgment 
obtained  against  him  by  John  Donnell.  of  Balti- 
more, for  the  value  of  a  vessel  detained  by  a 
frigate  belonging  to  a  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  R.,  reported  a  resolution 
for  his  relief. 

This  re.solution.  after  some  conversation  on  the 
form  of  the  report,  it  being  contended  that  it 
should  have  been  by  bill  instead  of  resolution, 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

COMMERCI.\L  RESTRICTIONS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, resumed  the  consideration  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  submitted  by  him  yesterday: 

Resoired,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exciod- 
ing  from  the  ports  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  of  increas- 
ing the  duties  on,  ail  foreign  vessels  owned  in,  coming 
from,  bound  to,  or  touching  at,  any  of  the  possessions 
of  any  nation  of  Europe  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
the  continent  of  America,  from  which  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  are  excluded  ;  and  of  prohibiting,  or 
of  increasing  the  duties  on  the  importation  in  foreign 
vessels,  of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  such  possessions. 

Mr.  Bradbury  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  Kino,  by  striking  out  the  words,  "exclud- 
ing from  the  ports  of  the  United  States  foreign 
vessels,"  so  as  to  confine  the  inquiry  to  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  tonnage  duty,  dec,  only. 
He  observed,  in  support  of  his  motion,  that  he 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  obtruding  his  opinions 
and  views  of  subjects  upon  the  House ;  and,  oo 
this  occasion,  should  have  been  silent,  had  not 
the  subject  under  consideration  presented  itself 
to  his  mind  in  a  different  light  from  what  it  ap- 
peared to  have  done  to  the  mind  of  his  honorable 
colleague,  (Mr.  King.)  As  we  both  represent  a 
district  of  country  in  Maine,  said  Mr.  B.,  whose 
commercial  interests  are  precisely  similar,  their 
Representatives,  it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed,  can- 
not have  views  or  wishes  hostile  to  those  inter- 
ests, however  they  may  differ  as^to  the  methods 
most  likely  to  advance  iheiD.     lohject  to  one  of 
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tnarude  windtot  exclu: 
(b^|r()urse,  onithisucca 
mJj  levrs  coul^  be  adopt 
tliMiion  to  th(|Cotnmitt 
to  ^|uire    '  WJiether  aa 


jr.  But  I  Mm. 
^-solution  (M  ra 
|.  I  am  wi*lmi 


tbfi^hrases  in  )he  resoltition,  that  which  I  have 
prt^losed  to  strike  out ;  because,  sir,  it  appears  to 
W[*i^  be  a  renewal  of  the  old.  and  to  the  people 
at  part  of  ihe  country,  odious  restrictive  sys- 
The   resirictive   energies  of  this  couQtry 
in   nay   iidgment.  bad  a  fair  experiment; 
as  was  (^erved   on   another  occasion  the 
^  day,  "  bt'.'n  found  wanting."     In  my  hum- 
pinion  ihejtrue  policy  on  this  subject  is  regu- 
1  >imply.  ^nd  nut  exclusion.     I  believe  more 
dcial  efl"ec#?can  be  accomplished  by  the  mild 
■lement  si^j  of  regulation,  than  by  the  fierce 
ude  windtof  exclusion  and  prohibition.     If 
ourse.  onl  this  occasion,  most  congenial  to 
pted,  It  should    be  a  simple 
tee  on  Foreign  Relations 
VVjiether  any  measures  ought  to  be 
pled  by  Ciingress  to  regulate  the  intercourse 
een   the  felnited  States  and    His  Britannic 
lesty's  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
'conlinentjof  North  America,"  agreeably  to 
•ower  rese|ved  in  the  second  article  of  the 
But  I  ^m.  nevertheless,  willing  to  adopt 
ray  colleague,  if  amended;  that 
.^ing  to  inquire,  and  if.  on  mature 
Ideraiion   \  is  thought  best,  to  say,  increase 
*nnage  du^y  on  foreign  vessels  coming  from 
.and  placet  from  which  our  vessels  are  ex- 
'.     Increase  also  the  additional  per  centage 
■e  permanent  rate  of  duties  to  a  reasonable 
ini ;  at  I'^aft  commence  only  in  this  way,  and 
I'e  the  sevi^er  measures  of  exclusion  and  pro- 
Eon,  until  Cie  efficacy  of  this  course  is  tried, 
icve.  sir,  s^ch  a  course  is  the  safest  and  the 
-more  cttngenial  to  the  wishes  of  mercan- 
jen,  and  i$  my  judgment  to  their  true  inter- 
The  oppi)>iie  course   is,  I  fear,  calculated 
|ild  up  thei^niish  colonies  at  American  ex- 
■.    Prohibn  intercourse  in  foreign  vessels  be- 
|o  the  Briiih  West  Indies  and  this  country, 
[i  operatesias  a  bounty  or  encouragement  to 
»t  to  us  on  this  continent ;  to 
iber  and  bread  stuff"  from  those 
difficult  for  a  reflecting  mind 
tee  this  a|  the  sure  consequence  of  such  a 
»e  of  policjr.     It  IS,  in  my  opinion,  owing  to 
iestrictive.jsy>tem,  and   its  necessary  conse- 
i;e.  the  wa^,  that  we  have  now  to  deplore  the 
\(  the  vak".4ble  trade  to  the  British  West  In- 
Prior  to  ><ie  war  we  enjoyed  that  commerce 
»ntially   a^  a    permanent  trade,  though,  in 
le  held  it  by  the  uncertain  tenure 
^British  pri:lamaiion  of  the  colonial  Govern- 
issued   se^;i  annually,   under   an    Order    in 
i/C  .cil.    But  lie  merchants  could  calculate  and 
tli(^alculate  oi  its  continuance,  for  a  lone  period 
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to  the  w;jfr.  with  nearly  as  much  certainty 

=  t  was  regelated  by  convention.     To  restore 

Irade  IS,  ii|leed,  all-important ;  but  I  am  dis- 

to  think  Jt  cannot  be  effected  by  measures 

iy  compultrory.     Prior  to  the  war.  also,  we 

ricd  a  valu4ble  commerce  in  plaster  of  pans  ; 

|s  i»  a  nui^^ber  of  my  constituents,  while  it 

Spued,  a  source  of  wealth,  and  to  the  culti- 

h  of  land  i^  the  South  served  to  fertilize  and 


enjoyed  also  since  the  peace  until  recently,  and  I 
know  not  that  it  is  not  still  enjoyed.  But  reports 
are  in  circulation,  as  I  perceive  from  newspapers 
that  our  shipholders  are  by  British  regulations  to 
be  deprived  of  this  branch  of  trade.  It  has  been 
stated  in  the  papers  that  the  British  have  laid  a 
duty  of  $5  per  ton  on  all  plaster  of  paris  exported 
from  the  colonies  in  English  bottoms,  which  shall 
be  landed  east  of  New  Haven;  the  eff'ect  of  which 
will  inevitably  be  to  exclude  our  vessels  from  this 
branch  of  commerce.  Whether  this  information 
be  correct,  ought  forthwith  to  be  ascertained,  and 
I  trust  the  committee  will  instantly  institute  the 
necessary  inquiry  on  this  subject,  by  applying 
through  the  Executive  to  the  British  agent  here, 
to  ascertain  whether  any  and  what  duties  have 
been  imposed  on  any  merchandise,  more  especially 
this  article.  To  preserve  and  restore  branches  of 
commerce  to  my  constituents  so  valuable  and  im- 
portant, is  highly  desirable;  hut,  in  our  haste  to 
do  this,  I  hope  no  measure  will  be  adopted  calcu- 
lated eventually  to  injure  and  defeat  the  object 
in  view,  or  to  become  a  source  of  future  regret. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  King,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the  grounds  he  took  on  originally 
proposing  the  resolution. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  he  was  adverse  to  the 
amendment ;  that  he  thought  the  resolution  ought 
to  go  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  on 
the  broad  ground  which  it  assumed ;  the  comiiiit- 
lee  would  consider  whether  the  object  contem- 
plated would  be  answered  best  by  an  exclusion  or 
by  laying  extraordinary  duties.     He  said,  he  had 
not  made  up  his  own  mind  as   to  which  course 
would  be  best.     The  duties  might  operate  as  a 
charge  on  the  consumer,  unless  they  were  such 
as  would  be  prohibitory.     The  total  exclusion  of 
the  importation  of  goods  from  such  ports  as  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  were  not  permitted 
to  enter  and  trade  freely,  for  similar  articles,  might 
operate  to  induce  the  parties  to  meet  at  some  port 
free  for  both, and  there  interchange  their  cargoes; 
for  instance,  at  a  Swedish  or  Danish  island,  to  all 
which    the  ships  of  the  United  States  were  re- 
ceived as  freely  as  their  own  vessels.    He  said,  he 
would   take  a  short    view  of  the  subject.     The 
European  Powers  which  had  established  colonies, 
had  generally  maintained  the  principles  of  an  ex- 
clusive commerce  thereto.     This  monopoly  they 
claimed  as  a  remuneration  for  theexpense  of  their 
first  establishment,  and  their   future  protection; 
and  there  appeared  to  be  some  reasons  on   their 
side.     It   behooved  the  United  Stales   to  inquire 
whether  they  could  not  procure  on  equal  terms, 
or  nearly  so,  commodities  similar  to   those   pro- 
duced by  such  colonies,  from  countries  into  which 
their  own   vessels  were  permitted   to  enter  and 
trade  freely.    If  such  ports  are  open  to  them,  then 
It  becomes  a  duty  of  the  United  States  to  favor 
the  importations  therefrom,  and  to  exclude   those 
from   the   countries   which  will   not   permit  our 
vessels  to  enter  and  trade  on  equal   terras  with 
their  own;  nor  can  any  such  country  complain. 
It  ought  not  to  be  a  cause  of  commercial  warfare 
by  such  nation.     He  said,  he  would  take  a  view 
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their  h^U  and  plantations.     It  has  been    ot  the  conduct  of  the  nations  possessing  colonies 
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which    produced    coffee  and   sugar.     Spain    had 
uniformly  excluded  from  all  her  colonies  the  ships 
of  other  nations,  unless  when  compelled  to  open 
the  ports  of  Cub.i,  when  at  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  since   the  French  Revolution.     During 
peace,  she  drew   the  flour    necessary   lor  Cuba, 
from  the  United  States  to  Cadiz,  where  it  was 
bought  by  the  Commissary  of  the  Indies,  and  by 
him  sent  to  Cuba;  at  present  the  trade  to  Cuba 
is  open  as  well  for  imports  as  for  exports,  but  it 
cannot    be    expected    to   continue   so.     She    has 
granted  a  free  trade  to  her  colony  of  Porto  Rico, 
but  confined  to  Spanish  subjects  or   residents  of 
the  island,  and  in  Spanish  vessels  only,  intend- 
ing, perhaps,  to  supply  Cuba  with   flour  through 
that  island,  as  she  may  hereafter  grant  similar 
privileges  to  Cuba;  the  fact  is.  that  this  system 
IS  to  the  exclusion  of  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

Portugal  prohibited  all  intercourse  with  her 
colonies  of  the  Brazils  until  the  King  removed 
his  Court.  Since  then  the  ports  of  that  immense 
country  are  open.  The  Brazils  produce  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  sugar,  from  whence  a  supply, 
equal  perhaps  to  our  wants,  might  be  drawn;  biit 
the  Brazils  require  very  few  of  our  products;  the 
balance  of  trade  with  them  would  be  greatly 
against  the  United  States. 

The  Dutch  have  two  free  ports — St.  Eustatia 
and  Curacoa;  they  produce  very  little;  their 
ports  of  Surinam,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice  have 
been  partially  open  to  our  trade.  Molasses  was 
permuted  to  be  exported  from  thence  in  Ameri- 
can bottoms;  at  present  those  ports  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British,  who  exclude  our  vessels. 

France,  I  believe,  admitted  our  vessels  with 
fish,  lumber,  and  pork.  She  excluded  our  flour, 
and  permitted  the  export  of  molasses  and  laffia. 
She  prohibited  us  from  exporting  sugar  and 
cofl'ee. 

Great  Britain  excludes  the  entry  of  American 
vessels  from  her  colonies,  except  when  necessity 
compels  their  Governors  to  issue  iheir  proclama- 
tions; this  has  frequently  happened  during  her 
war  with  France.  Seldom  in  time  of  peace  their 
supplies  have  been  furnished  from  the  United 
Slates,  either  in  their  own  vessels  direct,  or  from 
St.  Jagode  Cuba,  where  they  come  for  our  flour, 
or  from  St.  Bartholomews,  a  Swedish  island. 

The  Danes  and  Swedes  have  pursued  a  more 
liberal  policy;  they  admit  our  vessels  freely  to 
their  islands,  and  they  might  perhaps  become  en- 
trepots where  the  vessels  of  both  parties  would 
meet  and  exchange  cargoes.  The  Island  of  St. 
Croix  produces  sugar  to  a  considerable  amount. 

The  State  of  Louisiana,  and  lately  Georgia, 
produce  sugar.  With  the  supply  they  can  fur- 
nish, and  what  may  be  drawn  from  Hispaniola, 
and  other  countries  in  the  East  and  West  Indies, 
(where  our  vessels  are  admitted,)  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  ample  supplies  of  colonial  produce 
may  be  obtained.  But,  Mr,  Speaker,  the  subject 
is  one  of  great  delicacy,  and  will  require  the  se- 
rious attention  of  the  committee  before  they  re- 
port upon  it.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say,  that 
the  present  is  the  proper  lime  lo  decide  upon  n; 


however,  he  was  willing  to  send  the  resolution  to 
the  committee.  He  was,  however,  prepared  to 
say,  that  Congress  ought  to  use  every  exertion  to 

favor  the  navigation    of  the  Eastern   States a 

navigation  which  gave  us  the  seamen,  by  whose 
bravery  the  United  States  would,  at  no  very 
distant  day,  be  enabled  to  maintain  an  equality 
on  the  high  seas  with  any  nation  now  in  ex- 
istence. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  the  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  Revenue. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee being  under  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  an  act,  enti- 
iJed  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spiriU  distilled  with- 
in the  United  States  and  Territories  thereof,  and  by 
amending  the  act  laving  duties  on  licenses  to  distillera 
of  spirituous  liquors, '  passed  on  the  2lBt  of  December, 
1814,  excepting  only  the  16th,  I8th,  19th,  and  24th 
sections  thereof,  from  and  after  the  first  day  ot  April 
next,  and  from  the  same  day  to  add  100  per  cent,  to 
the  amount  of  the  duty  which  all  stills  now  subject  to 
duty  are  liable  to  pay. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  same,  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  it  i.s  expedient  to  repeal  the  act,  en- 
titled ".\n  act  laying  a  duty  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors,  passed  on  the  24th  of  December, 
1813  ;"  also  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  a  duty  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,"  passed  on 
the  21st  of  December,  1814,  and  that,  in  lieu  thereof, 

an  act  be  passed  laying  a  duty  of cenU  on  each 

gallon  of  spiriu  distilled  within  the  United  Sutes  from 

the  material  of  fruit,  and  of cenu  on  each  gallon 

distilled  from  the  material  of  grain. 

Mr.  WiLLiA.MS  spoke  as  follows :— Permit  me 
to  solicit  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  while 
I  offer  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  motion 
just  made.     The  amendment  is  submitted   with 
diffidence  ;  because  I  am  sensible  of  that  superior 
deference  which  is  due  to  the  judgment  and  mea- 
sures of  senior  members  in  this  House,  and  from 
my   perfect  acquiescence  in  a  custom,  which  at- 
tributes to  age,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  ad- 
ditional respect  and  consideration;  I  .v/iould  cer- 
tainly have  forborne  an  attempt  to  obtrude  upon 
your  notice  any  of  my  remarks ;  but.  sir,  the  inter- 
est of  ray  constituents  is  as  dear  to  ttiem  as  any 
other  portion  of  the  community;  and  I  should 
betray  a  culpable  neglect  of  that  interest,  were  I 
to  remain  silent  when  it  i.>,  as  I  think,  about  to  be 
sacrificed. 

I  propose  the  amendment  with  diflSdence  again, 
because  I  am  also  sensible  of  that  deference  which 
IS  always  due,  and  generally  paid,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  .Means,  A  course  different 
from  iliis,  would  hardly  be  practicableat  any  time, 
and  frequently  improper;  ibr  it  is  presumed  the 
committee  have  examined  the  subjects  referred  to 
them,  with  a  patience  and  scrutiny,  which  the 
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^e  would %carcely  be  adequate  lo  underg^o  to 
rporaie  Md  legislative  capacity.  They  hare 
fif^  and  famciiar  access  (o  facLt  and  optnioas, 
mjuch  the  Hoyse,  from  its  very  nature  and  us  nam- 
tvj^  could  Dj^t  have  ;  beiog  a  small  body,  they 
>rmtbeiri  usine>s  witha  facility  and  despatch, 
;h  would^^be  impracticable  to  a  large  legisla- 
assemblyi  Hence.  I  apprehend,  the  custom 
^lefernng  c-1  subjects  to  the  committee  in  the 
lastaoce^  of  receiving  their  report?  when 
>,  with  g^'at  deference,  and  of  allowing  them 
ntaio  th<^  best  evidence  which  the  nature  of 
case  will  jLdmit. 

jj  nomeaj;,  sir,  would  I  object  to  the  custom 
he  House,'  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  is  gen- 
;ly  the  besi  course  to  be  pursued  with  all  cora- 
jlees,  and  {vrticularly  so  with  the  present  com- 
'tee  ;  for,  s^  far  as  my  acquaintance  with  that 
y  will  etnAle  me  to  judgt*,  I  must  say,  that  the 
ictions  we^  made  with  discernment  as  to  the 
>nts  and  piftmised  zeal  of  the  committee.     But 
^he  greatfU  judge  or  most  profound  lawyer 
soinetim ^  ^  advance  an  erroneous  opinion,  so. 
iCj^ink,  the  cfcmmiitee,  in  this  case,  haveraiscon- 
c/ ^ed  the  tri^'  interest  of  the  country.   If  I  should 
t%*^o  fortuna^  as  to  make  this  appear,  the  Hou:>e, 
'  -"'now,  wil^give  their  support  to  the  amend 
^  t  I  have  j.roposed. 
I    M  has,  Mr.  Chairman,  been  asserted  by  gentle- 
i  ifig.  that  it  iroulJ    be  politic  to  impose  a  heavy 
y,  amounting  in  many  cases  almost  to  a  pro- 
tion,  on   i^e  distilling  of  spirituous    liquors, 
use  it  wc  jld  tend  to  counteract  that  habit  ot 
mperaoce  which  we  sometimes  see  prevalent 
be  count^.     But  if  the  argument    has  any 
e,  1  am    triable  to  perceive  it.     To  a  certain 
Dl,  apirit.\iare  a  necessary  of  life,  lo  every  ex- 
in  whicU'ihey  are  used  they  will  not  be  dis- 
!Iised  with.  *  If  not  made  at  home,  they  will  be 
rted  frofi  abroad.     However  much,  there- 
morality*  may  condemn  the  use  of  spirituous 
ors,  and  iK)wevcrwise  it  might  be  to  prevent, 
'much  as  possible,  intemperance  in  that  way,  I 
not  yet  understand  that  it  is  the  object  of  Gov- 
ment   to  t«ohibit,  entirely,  the  use  or  distilla- 
iMfi  ot  spirij^i.     On  the  contrary,  the  object  of 
veromentas  I  have  understooJ  it,  is  to  raise  a 
enue.  is  tc^j bring  money  into  the  Treasury, 
t  Will  be  ^^mitted,  that  stills  are  a  fair  object 
c<<<taxation.  ;   Perhaps  no   species  of  property, 
<»»ned  by  th^  citizen,  can   better  sustain  a  tai, 
\^ch  IS  moderate  and  duly  equalized  ;  and  while 
tribuiion^i^re  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses 
""overnmejit,  no  one  is  able  or  more  willing  to 
uh  his  f,'oportioD*ble  part  than  the  distiller. 
I  were  consistent  with  the  public  engagements 
bolish  ail. other  taxes  except  this,  I  should  not 
ret   to  the  raea.sure,  merely  because  it  would 
rate  on    tjf,ose  whom  I  represent.     So  far  as  I 
Id  ascertain  thesentiments  of  ray  constituents, 
t^y  did  not  %xpect.  nor  did  they  wish  that  the  tax 
c^  stills.    ucJJer    existing  circumstances   of  the 
ntry,  shot^ld  be  entirely  removed;  they  know 
had  a  grt'it  debt  to  pay,  and  that  money  must 
Cfaised  to  support  the  credit  of  the  nation.     But, 
they  weitknow;  and  I  myself  also  kaow,  that 
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the  duty  proposed  by  the  committee  is  impolitic  ; 
that  It  IS  excessive;  and  that  it  will  thereby  de> 
feat  lis  own  object — the  raising  of  the  revenue. 

By  the  law  of  1813.  the  following  duties  were 
imposed,  to  wit :  for  two  weeks,  nine  centx  per 
gallon  on  the  capacity  of  the  still ;  for  one  month, 
eighteen  cents  per  gallon  on  the  capacity  of  the 
still  ;  and  so  on. 

The  most  experienced  distillers  in  the  country 
where  I  lire,  aid  I  speak  in  reference  to  that 
particularly,  have  estimated  that  this  duty 
would  hare  amounted  to  ten  cents  per  gallon, 
if  it  had  been  imposed  on  the  quantity  made,  in- 
stead of  the  capacity  of  the  still  ;  and  moderate 
as  It  may  seem,  many  persons  stopped  their  dis> 
tilleries  ;  others  worked  them  not  mure  than  half 
the  time  they  would  have  done,  if  the  law  had 
not  been  passed.  The  revenue  accruing  under 
this  law  for  the  year  1S14,  as  hiated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  amounted  to  $1,681,087. 
In  1814  a  law  was  passed,  imposing  a  duty  of 
twenty  cents  on  the  gallon,  in  addition  to  that 
which  bad  been  laid  on  the  capacity.  If,  there- 
fore, the  aggregate  duty  be  estimated  at  thirty 
cents  per  gallon  ;  and  if  it  be  supposed  that  the 
same  number  ot  stills  were  os«d,  as  under  the 
former  law,  then  there  ought,  in  a  direct  propor- 
tion, to  have  accrued  for  the  year  1815.  the  sura 
of  S5.063.661.  But  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury slates  the  sum  accruing  for  the  year  1815.  to 
be  only  83,600,000. 

If  ihe  aggregate  duty  be  e>limated  at  twenty- 
live  cents  per  gallon,  then  there  ought  to  hare 
accrued,  in  the  same  proportion,  for  the  year  1815, 
the  sum  of  $4.202,777 ;  consequently,  in  both 
cases  there  was  a  defalcation  of  revenue;  in  the 
first  case,  of  more  than  Sl.500.000;  m  the  sec- 
ond of  more  than  $700  000. 

But  the  idea  may  be  placed  in  a  still  stronger 
point  of  view.  The  Secretary  staifs  the  revenue 
accruing  in  1814  for  licenses  on  stills  and  boilers 
to  be  Sl,6dl,067,  as  before  mentioned.  But  m 
1815.  the  revenue  accruing  from  the  same  source 
amounted  only  to  81.000,000.  This  was  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  imposition  of  the  additional  tax. 
Hence,  then,  it  will  appear,  that  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  distillers  must,  in  1815,  hare  ceased 
their  operations  altogether. 

I  am  well  aware,  sir.  that  we  have  no  very  cer- 
tain data*on  which  to  found  our  calculations  m 
regard  to  this  subject.  But  knowinir,  from  my 
own  observation,  that  a  great  stop  was  put  to 
the  business  of  distilling,  by  the  additional  duty 
imposed  in  1814.  I  have  submitted  these  calcula- 
tions more  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  the 
manner  in  which  a  defalcation  of  the  revenue 
was  produced,  than  of  offering  anything  like  sub- 
stantial or  incontrovertible  evidence.  It  is  DOt 
by  calculation  that  we  are  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  a  tax  is  oppressive,  whether  it  operates  on 
the  people  as  a  grievance.  This  must  be  collect- 
ed from  the  people  themselves,  by  being  among 
them;  by  attending  to  their  statemenis;  and 
finally,  by  observing  the  difficulty  with  which  the 
demands  of  Government  are  met.  This,  sir,  is 
ihe  most  safe  and  best  practical  cntenoa  by  which 
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to  jndfe  of  the  extent  and  operation  of  a  tax.  In 
the  district  I  represent,  many  persons  who  carried 
CD  distillation,  most  extensively,  put  a  total  stop 
to  their  business,  although  there  was  a  great  sur- 
plus of  grain,  and  a  greater  abundance  of  fruit 
than  was  ever  known  at  any  antecedent  period. 
Sir,  the  fruit  alone,  in  many  parts  of  North  Car- 
olina, if  it  had  been  saved  and  converted  into 
brandy,  would,  in  my  judgment,  have  yielded  a 
greater  revenue  than  has  been  yielded  in  that 
quarter  by  the  distillation,  both  of  grain  and  fruit, 
under  the  superadded  and  almost  prohibitory  du- 
ties of  1815. 

The  committee  now  propose  to  repeal  the  law 
imposing  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits,  and  to  double 
the  duty  on  licenses  to  distillers.  If  the  measure 
should  be  carried,  the  duty  will  amount  to  about 
twenty  cents  on  each  gallon.  This  cannot  be  a 
sufficient  reduction  of  the  tax.  It  is  indeed  alle- 
riating  the  burdens  imposed  by  the  necessity  of 
the  war  with  a  vengeance  ;  for  twenty  cents,  in 
time  of  peace,  is  as  great  a  duty,  as  thirty  cents 
in  a  state  ot  war.  In  war,  very  few  importations 
of  foreign  liquors  can  take  place.  The  distillers 
of  domestic  spirits  have  then  a  monopoly  of  the 
market  ;  whereas  in  time  of  peace  they  are  obliged 
to  struggle  with  competition  from  abroad.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  experimental  knowledge  of  commer- 
cial gentlemen  to  support  the  truth  of  the  position, 
and  am  confident  that  I  shall  not  be  answered  in 
the  negative.  Besides,  if  you  contemplate  no 
greater  reduction  than  that  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, you  conflict  with  the  policy  whicn  our 
Government  announced  lo  the  world  it  was  ready 
to  pursue.  The  President  has  recommended  the 
propriety  of  encouraging  domestic  manufactures, 
either  by  laying  a  protecting  duty  on  foreign  im- 
portation*, or  by  repealing  that  on  domestic  arti- 
cles. Accordingly,  we  have  found  it  proposed  by 
the  committee  lo  repeal  all  the  duties  on  domestic 
manufactures.  Not  only  so,  but  to  reduce  the 
customs  more  than  one-half;  thedirect  tax  toone- 
half;  and  to  repeal  entirely  the  duty  on  furniture, 
and  some  other  articles;  but  the  duty  on  domes- 
tic distilled  spirits  is  proposed  to  be  reduced  not 
more  than  a  third.  Can  it,  I  would  ask,  be  jusi 
or  reasonable,  that  all  other  duties  should  be 
greatly  reduced,  or  entirely  repealed,  except  that 
on  domestic  distilled  spirits  ?  Why  should  it  not 
be  encouraged,  as  well  as  the  manufacture  of  any 
other  article  ?  It  is  as  necessary,  to  give  us  com- 
plete independence  of  foreign  nations,  as  any  other 
kind  of  manufacture.  I  trust,  sir,  that  the  just, 
equal,  and  magnanimous  spirit  which  induces  us 
to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the  war,  will  not,  can- 
not fail  to  direct  us  on  this  occasion,  to  an  enlight- 
ened and  upright  policy.  Such  a  policy  as  our 
constituents,  in  every  quarter,  and  of  every  pro- 
fession, may  expect  at  our  hands. 

In  another  point  of  view  this  tax  is  impolitic. 
If  it  does  not,  on  account  of  its  excess,  prohibit 
the  manufacture  of  domestic  spirits,  it  will,  at 
least,  cause  the  people  to  look  out  for  expedients 
to  evade  ihe  law.  and  will,  thereby,  be  injurious, 
not  only  to  the  revenue,  but  to  the  morals  of  the 
country.    The  arguments  from  all  sides  of  the 


House,  in  faror  of  reducing  the  customa.  w«re 
bottomed  on  the  supposition  that  they  would  be 
evaded.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
(Mr.  PicKEBiNG.)  said,  the  other  day.  that  but 
uue  of  the  exce.<isire  duties  growing  out  of  the 
war  had  been  enforced.  Our  merchants  knew  oot 
how  to  smuggle.  Now,  if  the  merchants  were 
thus  honest  and  upright  before  those  burdens 
were  laid  on  them,  will  not  the  same  argument 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  distiller?  Exces- 
sire  taxes  will  ever  produce  smuggling  and  era- 
sion  ;  but  when  modfrate  and  equal,  they  never 
hare  that  tendency.  I  hare  heard  that  distillers 
would,  under  the  enormous  duties  of  1815,  run 
their  spirits  lo  fourth  proof;  that  they  would  re- 
turn only  this  to  the  collector,  and  then  bring  it 
down  with  water  to  the  usual  strength  of  sale- 
able spirits.  Though  this  act  could  not  be  called 
a  violation  of  the  law,  it  may  yet  be  an  evasion 
of  that  duty  which  the  Gorernmeot  expected  to 
receire  ;  whereas,  if  the  duty  had  been  less,  the 
distillers  would  have  run  their  NpiriUs  to  the  usual 
strength,  have  given  an  account  of  it  to  the  col- 
lector, and  would  have  paid  on  it  a  greater  amount 
of  revenue,  than  they  did  when  the  duty  was  so 
higii  as  to  make  them  think  of  evading  it ;  nay, 
when  they  were  almost  compelled  to  erade  it. 
There  is,  in  fine,  a  ceruin  point  in  the  taxation 
of  erery  object  to  which  you  may  go,  and  beyond 
which  you  cannot  go,  with  any  hope  of  augment- 
ing your  revenue.  If  a  tax  shall  hare  gone  be- 
yond that  point,  the  people  will  see  and  feel  that 
the  hand  of  Government  is  upon  them,  and,  by  a 
species  of  reaction,  natural  and  inevitable,  they 
will  either  oppose  or  evade  the  pressure.  That 
the  tax  on  stills  has  been  much  too  high,  we  hare 
every  reason  to  believe,  from  the  smaller  number 
employed,  and  the  less  quantity  ot  spirits  distil- 
led than  would  have  been  if  the  duty  had  been 
moderate. 

Thus  far,  sir,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  tax.     I 
think  It,  however,  objectionable  on  the  score  of 
inequality  in  iu>  operation.     It  may  be  laid  down 
as  a  rule,  as  a  principle  the  most  consistent  with 
our  Government,  thai  all  taxes  should  be  equal  in 
their  operation  ;    but  this   ux   will   violate  that 
rule,  and  operate  with  an  extreme  and  inordioaie 
pressure  on   particular  sections  of  the  country. 
In  a  grain-growing  country,  or  one  producing  or- 
chardii,   remotely    situated   from    market,  spirits 
may  be  called  the  staple  commodity.    It  is,  then, 
extremely  unequal  to  impose  a  tax  on  this  staple 
almost  prohibitory  of  its  production.    You  might, 
wiib  as  much  propriety,  lay  an  exorbitani  duty  on 
the  tobacco  of  Virginia,  or  the  cotton  of  South 
Carolina  and   Georgia,  as  on   the  whiskey  pro- 
duced in  other  sections  of  the  country.     But  gen- 
tlemen have  said  it  is  impossible  to  devise  a  tax 
which  will  not  operate  unequally.     That  in  order 
to  remedy   this  you  must  impose  various  taxes; 
that  as  some  will  operate  unequally  on  this,  and 
some  on   that  section  ol'  the  country,  it  may  be 
fairly  concluded   that  a  general  equality  will  be 
the  result.      But  if  the  argument  is  correct  in 
principle,  it  is  far  from   being  supported   by  the 
practice  of  the  House.    The  salt  tax  is  continued. 
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fihough  it  Js  the  most  improper  of  ail  objects  of 
kdirect  laiiition.  On  whom  does  it  operate? 
^erlainly  of  the  interior  of  the  country.  A  di- 
ll tax  of  '"^ree  millions  is  to  be  continued,  not- 
•ilbstaodiajf  it  also  operates  most  oppressively 
^  the  inter'or.  But  the  furniture  tax,  which  op- 
Ciites  on  our  seaboard  and  our  towns,  and  which, 
^erefore,  ticording  lo  the  arg^uraent  of  gentle- 
fiieo,  is  necfssary  lo  produce  equality,  is  proposed 
io  be  repealed.  If  lo  these  instances  be  added  the 
Sij^W  tax,  thJi  unequal  pressure  on  the  interior  of 
J^e  country^  of  wQich  we  complain  will  be  in- 
ijea^ed,  an4the  grievance  can  be  lessened  only 
Ay  reducioj^Mhe  tax. 

S  Another  r«bjection  as  to  the  inequality  of  the 
*  *x  ifrows  o^t  of  the  manner  in  whicii  it  is  to  be 
kid,  to  witr.ou  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and  not 
-|  the  quani)iy  of  spirits  distilled,  by  which  the 
jty  IS  oppressive  in  some  parts,  and  is  scarcely 
jt  m  otherv  Owing  to  a  peculiar  structure  of 
stills  in  ^  certain  section  of  the  country,  the 
iltillers  carv  iQ  tweiuy-four  hours,  make  seven  or 
^ht  limes  t^e  quantity  they  are  enabled  to  make 
pother  sect^ns.  By  this  means  the  former  class 
Ave  greatly^ihe  advantage  over  the  latter,  while 
•L  latter  ma.  have  performed  as  much  labor,  and 
t^D  at  as  gt-^'al  an  expense  as  the  former.  Does 
iK  then,  seeni  right  or  just  that  not  only  the  cot- 
i.  «  and  tob^tcco  planter  should  have  the  advan- 
ijifce  over  tht^distiiler.  but  that  one  distiller  should 
re  the  adwantage  over  another?  F"or  my  part, 
tannot  thi^k  it  is  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  evi- 
i.''.^ily  raore^ust  and  proper  that  the  duty  should 
on  the  quantity.  Then,  he  who  makes  one 
Jadred  gai^jns  per  day,  will  pay  ten  times  as 
)ch  lax  as  the  who  makes  only  ten  gallons  per 
j,^  ;  and  cenainly  he  should  do  so,  because  the 
,ense  of  nyiking  a  hundred  gallons  is  not  len 
les  as  great  as  the  expense  of  making  only  len 
Ions.  In  ?.  direct  jiroportiun,  therefore,  he  is 
^re  able  to«pay  ten  times  the  tax.  In  condrma- 
of  this,  >el  me  ask,  what  is  the  principle  uni- 
[sally  aim^d  at  in  the  levying  and  collecting  of 
;our  taxes'!;?  It  is,  that  each  individual  should 
distribute  revenue  to  the  Government,  in  propor- 
lo  his  p(-cuniary  means  or  ability  to  do  so. 
id,  for  irittance,  ten  limes  more  fertile  and 
ftductive  tl'.ao  other  land,  is  required  to  pay  ten 
pes  the  ta'..  The  product  of  the  soil,  in  this 
ke,  constitutes  the  ability  of  the  landholder  to 
^^ilribute  ti|  Governmenl.  Why.  then,  should 
the  sameicriierion  be  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
liller,  fror*  the  product  of  his  still,  and  the  sales 
spirits  wlwch  he  makes,  (and  the  one  supposi- 
t*^  necessajily  includes  ihe  other,)  we  may  as 
iy^ly  judge  i^f  his  ability  as  of  the  ability  of  the 
Idholder.  -A  should,  therefore,  hope  thai  the 
fuse  wouk  subject  stills  to  the  operation  of  the 
le  equal  i|nd  impartial  rules  as  other  objects  of 
i*/talioa  arevubjecied  to;  that  they  alone  would 
)^  be  an  e^eption  to  the  general  principles  ob- 
'J^ved  in  th^syslem  of  revenue  which  is  proposed 
jbe  a  lopte4> 

am  awat*-,  sir.  of  the  reasons  which  have  sug- 

hied  this  mode  to  the  committee.     They  have 

>ught  that  It  would  prevent  abuses  and  evasions 

I 

i 


of  the  law  ;  but  I  am  unable  to  perceive  the  force 
of  such  argument.  A  man  disposed  to  cheat  the 
Government  cannot  be  made  honest  and  upright 
by  the  provisions  and  penalties  of  law,  however 
circumspect  and  vindicatory  they  may  be.  The 
sanguinary  code  of  Great  Britain  has  not  yet 
been,  and  never  will  be.  sufficient  to  restrain  of- 
fenders. A  dishonest  man,  who  enters  his  still 
for  two  weeks  or  one  month,  when  the  duty  is  on 
the  capacity,  can  work  il  for  six  weeks  or  two 
months  with  nearly  as  much  ease  as  he  could 
practise  the  deception  of  ruuniog  spirits  to  fourth 
proof  and  bringing  it  down  with  water ;  or,  as  he 
could  commit  the  fraud  of  making  two  thousand 
gallons  and  returning  only  one  itiousand  to  the 
collector,  when  ihe  duty  was  on  the  quantity  dis- 
tilled I  cannot,  therefore,  feel  the  force  of  the 
argument  offered  by  the  committee.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  think  it  better  to  make  laws  so  easy  and 
agreeable  to  the  people  that  no  inducements  to 
transgress  them  will  be  afforded,  than  to  aim  at 
preventing  violations  by  rigorous  enactments. 

A  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  still  is  injurious 
in  another  respect.  One  great  advantage  always 
lo  be  derived  from  distillation  is  the  support  of 
slock.  Some  men,  of  experience  and  econonay, 
have  estimated  that  for  every  five  bushels  of 
grain  worked  daily,  thirty  head  of  stock  could  be 
fed.  Upon  trial,  this  is  found  to  be  so  great  a 
benefit,  that  many  distillers  continue  (heir  opera- 
tions more  fur  the  advantage  of  their  stock  than 
for  the  profits  of  iheir  whiskey.  When  the  dury 
is  on  the  capacity,  they  are  forced  to  use  great 
and  waslefui  exertions,  and  of  course  they  are 
deprived  of  considerable  advantage  in  that  way  ; 
whereas,  when  the  duty  is  on  the  quantity  dis- 
tilled, ihey  may  operate  at  leisure,  according  as 
they  find  ii  to  their  interest;  and  at  certain  times, 
when  the  season  does  not  suit,  when  il  is  too  warm 
or  too  cold,  they  may  stop  altogether. 

In  short,  sir,  there  is  a  repugnance  lo  the  mind 
of  the  community  against  employing  their  stills 
by  the  capacity.  The  people  see  that  a  certain 
duty  imposed  on  the  capacity,  operates  partially  ; 
that  if  applied  to  the  gallon,  ii  would  be  more 
convenient  to  them,  and  more  profitable  to  the 
Government.  An  evidence  of  this  has  lately 
occurred  in  Virginia ;  a  gentleman  from  that 
State  has  favored  me  with  ihe  sight  of  a  commu- 
nication received  from  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict he  represents,  it  is  staled  in  the  commu- 
nication, thai  of  near  seven  hundred  stills  which 
had  been  entered  on  his  books,  not  more  than 
about  sixty  had  taken  licenses.  This  proves  la- 
dispulably  the  point  for  which  I  contend,  that 
there  is  a  repugnance  in  the  mind  of  the  commu- 
nity against  (he  tax  in  thai  mode.  Is  it  not,  there- 
fore, the  duty  and  the  policy  of  ihe  Legislature  to 
make  laws  agreeable  to  the  people,  especially 
when  those  laws,  formed  and  fashioned  to  the  will 
of  the  people,  are  not  likely  to  be  less  productive 
of  revenue  to  the  Government  1  It  is  the  mode, 
and  Qoi  so  much  the  amount  of  taxation,  that 
renders  it  at  any  lime  odious  and  unacceptable  to 
the  people.  But  gentlemen  have  said,  that  it 
you  do  not  lay  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  still, 
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you  must  either  subject  the  citizens  to  domicil- 
iary visits,  or  require  them  to  make  returns  upon 
oath  of  ihe  quantity  of  spirits  they  have  distilled. 
But  will  a  duty  on  licenses  wholly  remedy   the 
evil,  if  it  is  one,  of  which  you  have  such  fears  ? 
No,  I  apprehend    not.     How    did    you  ascertain 
the  capacity  of  stills  under   the  law  of  1813.  if 
your  officers  did  not  visit  llie  houses  of  citizens 
or  if  the  latter  were  not   permitted  to  slate  the 
capacity  on  oath  ?     It  is  a  fact  coming  within 
my  own  knowledge,  (hat  under  the  law  o(  1813 
domiciliary  visits   were   made  by   the  collectors 
or  their  deputies — the  people  did  not  complain 
of  this,  but  of  the  inconvenience  to  which  they 
were  subjected  in  not  being  permitted  to  use  their 
•tills  It  leisure  by  the  gallon.     Contrast  the  two 
objections,   that   of  domiciliary   visits,  and    that 
of  their   convenience  just    alluded    to,  and   ruy 
word  for  it  ihe  people  will  choose   the  former. 
These   visits  are  not   so  frightful  as  gentlemen 
would    imagine.     The  collector,  when    not   the 
messenger  ol  an  oppressive  law.  will  be  received 
as  a  visiting  acquaintance  or  friend,  more  than  as 
a  person  to  whom  odium  should  attach.  j 

But,  sir.  you  have  already  acted  on  both  the 
principles  of  which  you  are  now  so  fearful.  Un-  ' 
der  ihelawsof  1813domiciliary  visits  were  made; 
by  the  law  of  1814,  distillers  were  required  lo  I 
keep  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  they  ' 
bad  distilled,  and  lo  verify  or  return  (he  t.ame  i 
upon  oath.  Why  then  should  we  at  this  time  j 
be  so  apprehensive  of  those  which  have  hereto-  i 
fore  been  in  use?  For  ray  own  part,  I  see  as  i 
much  necessity  for  their  continuance  as  for  their  I 
original  adoption.  | 

But   farther,  sir,  I  should   have   no  objection 
against  allowing  thecitizens  to  maketheir  returns 
by  a  simple  statement  or  declaration — upon  such 
statements  you  collect  evidence   for  equalizing 
the   direct  tax.     The  assessors  did    not  visit  the 
houses  of  the  citizens  in  one  case  out  of  twenty. 
aod  1  have  never  beard  of  attempts  lo  evade  the  ! 
law  ;  on  ihecontrary,  there  is  a  principle   in  hu-  1 
man   nature  always  to  respect  and  reverence  a  1 
confidence    which    has    been    liberally    reposed.  ! 
Law*;  which  are  tedious  in  detail,  watchful  and 
vindictive  in  their  provisions,  almost  necessarily 
address  themselves  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  evil- 
minded  and  excite  a  wish    to  evade  them.     So- 
lon laid    down    the    principle,   that    in    order   to 
prevent  certain  offences,  it  was  better  not  to  enact 
laws  against  them,   because,  as   he   njainiained, 
those  laws  would  only  remind  his  fellow-citizens 
of  the  crimes   which   he   had  thus  silently   de- 
nounced and  effectually  prohibited.    In  like  man- 
ner, sir,  I  would  not  remind  our  fellow-citizens  of 
the  possibility  of  swearing  falsely  by  the  multiply- 
iag  oaths  on  every  occasion — let  us  trust  lo  their 
justice  aud  their   generosity.     It  is  to  be  hoped. 
Dot  indeed  without  assurance,  that  our  confidence 
will    not    be    misplaced.      An    individual    who 
makes  bis  return  by  a  simple  statement  will  feel 
that  be  is  called  upon   by  every  noble  principle 
of  his  nature  to  declare   the   truth — he  will  see 
that  this  Government  has  generously  reposed  in 
him  a  confiJeBce,  which  his  pride  as  a  citizen. 
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and  his  conscience  as  a  man.  cannot  fail  lo  reci- 
procate    fully   and    sincerely.     Believe    me    sir 
that  any  man   who,   under  such   circumstances! 
would  state  falsely,  would  not  be  much  too  good 
lo  swear  falsely  or  to  violate  any  other  law  which 
you  can  possibly  make.     If,  however,  gentlemen 
should   think  it   better  to  require   returns  to  b« 
made   upon  oath.  I  am   willing  to   the  measure. 
Only  accommodate  your  laws  to  the  convenience 
of  the  people,  and  1  sha'l   be   satisfied.     In  doing 
which  It  may  be  considered  a  rule,  liable  lo  very 
few   exceptions,  that  the   same  degree  of  rigor 
;  necessary  lo  prevent  violations  of  the  law  when 
the  duty  is   imposed   on  the  gallon,  will  also  be 
j  necessary  (o   prevent   violations   when    the  duty 
I  is  on  the  capacity.     If  the   latter  mode  of  (axa- 
!  lion  should  be  preferred,  your  laws.  I  think,  muat 
;  be  as  rigorous,  as  circumspect,  and  as  offensive 
j  to  the  people,  in   order  to  obstruct  abuses  and 
I  evasions,  as  if  the  former  mode  were  to  be  adopted. 
The  last  part  of  my  proposition  is,  that  there 
'  should  be  a  distinction   between   the   lax  on  the 
distillation  of  spirits  from   the  material  of  fruit, 
j  and  that  on    the  distillation  of  spirits  from  the 
material  of  grain.     This  I  should  think  requires 
'  no  confirmation,  as  the  propriety  of  ii  must  be  ob- 
,  vious.     The  reasons  are  :  first,  that  gram  is  a  ne- 
I  cessaryof  life,  and  it  may  sometimes  happen,  even 
in  the  most  plentiful  country,  that  this  article  will 
I  be  ^carce — hence  no  one  will  doubt  but  that  as 
j  liille  of  it  as  possible  should  be  consumed  by  dis- 
i  tillalion.     If  then  the  difference  which  I  propose 
I  should   be   adopted,   it   will    have  a    tendency  to 
I  promote  (he  distillation  of  less  gram  and  more 
I  fruit. 

In  the  second  place,  grain  is  a  necessary  of 
life;  but  when  convened  into  spirits  it  becomes 
a  luxury.  Fruit,  on  the  other  band,  is  not  a  ne- 
cessary of  life,  and  when  distilled  it  is  tbe  con- 
verting of  one  luxury  into  another.  It  would 
then  seem  an  object  worthy  of  legislative  atten- 
tion, so  to  provide  by  law  that  an  article  of  ne- 
cessiiy  should  not  be  converted  into  a  luxury. 
when  it  is  practicable  to  produce  the  latter,  by  the 
conversion  of  one  luxury  into  aaoiher. 

In  the  third  place,  if  grain  is  not  distilled  it  is 
an  article  which  may  be  preserved.     It  may  be 
applied  to  the  various  purposes  of  life  not  neces- 
sary now  to  be  mentioned  ;  or  if  not  used  by  the 
grower,  it  may  always  be  disponed  of  for  a  valu« 
at  least  equivalent    to  the   loil  of  produciag  it. 
Fruit,  on   the   contrary,  is  an  article  which  can- 
not be  kept.     If  not  di)»iilled  within  a  short  aad 
given   iiiue   it  will  perish,  and  we  lose  so   much 
ol    the  produce  of  our  lands  and   profits  of  our 
labor.     In    proporiioo  then  a»  fruit  is  more  per- 
ishable than   grain,  in  the  same  proportion  let  it 
be  more  practicable  and  easy  to  distil  the  former 
than  the  latter. 

The  propriety  of  (he  distinction,  in  the  fourth 
place,  appears  to  be  enforced  by  a  consideration 
of  more  weight  than  any  yet  mentioned.  Who, 
sir,  are  the  persons  thai  generally  distil  brandy  ? 
Are  they  men  of  the  greatest  wexlih,  or  the 
less  opulent  portion  of  the  community?  I  an* 
swer  that  they  are  generally  of  the  latter  class — 
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lands  and  who  derive  much  |  gress  as  will  afford  to  them,  and  others  engaged 


V  their  su(^<istence  from  the   prcfit  of  their  or- 
^jards.     T|iey  are  not  cultivators  of  fertile  lands 
^oducing  ^ce.  coro.  or   tobacco,  but   high,  arid, 
td  thin  S(^)ls.  which  yield  a  greater  profit  from  i 
:hards  thin  anytlimg  else  m  which  they  can  be  j 
inted.     f'  ow.  sir,  if  you  make  no  difference  in  j 
ae  duty,  ycvu  confine  or  limit  the  business  of  dis-  ' 
iling  almiv-it  exclusively  to  one  class  of  citizens.  | 
^bose   whi>    distil  whiskey  are   generally    men 
>mewbat  advanced  as  to   property,  &c.     They  i 
ive  such  (Jommaod  of  the  producus  of  the  coun-  \ 
^y  that  tbc^  can  at  any  time  purchase  grain  for  \ 
Vieir  distilKries.  whatever  be  the  price  or  scarcity  , 
'^'  the  article,  and  can  also  at  any  time  pay  the  | 

ri  to  GoT^nnuent.     Being  possessed  of  wealth,  ' 
ey  can  sl^eld  themselves  against  any  grievance  j 
oppressi'^  KJ  which  by  the  operation  of  your  ] 
jws  they  ^Qight   otherwise   be  subjected.     But  i 
fitb  regar(|  to   fruit,  although  the  rich  have  or- , 
liards.  yet-:  the  poor  have  them  also,  and,  when  , 
oductivejhhe  most  indigent  man  in  the  com-  j 
kunity  cai<  have  a  little  brandy  to  exchange  for  i 
,«ch  articl*^  of  subsistence  as  he  may  want.    By  j 
Elopting   inen   the  distinction   which  I  propose, 
jou  consuU  the  interest,  not  of  the  wealthy  or  indi- 
!nt  alone|  but  of  both    together,  whereas,  when 
lere  is  no^distinction,  you  consult  more  the  in- 
lirest  of  ti^  former  and   disparage   that  of  the 
kiter. 

It  has  in  the  last  place  been  laid  down  as  the 
lost  commit  principle  of  policy  in  a  course  of 
'  fislatioo,  ..hat  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
>or  shoul(f  be  the  objects  of  chief  concern  ;  for 
.^v>is  plain  /vason.  that  the  rich  can  always  take 
|»*ire  of  theirnselves.  But,  sir,  as  my  proposition 
>'i>es  not  C;)ntemplate  any  partial  or  exclusive 
Advantage  to  either,  but  a  common  benefit  to 
^otb,  I  hop(f  It  will  meet  with  the  general  support 
r^(  the  Hoi^e. 

\%  Mr  YAifcEY  made  a  speech  of  some  length  in 
^pport  of^r.  Williams's  motion  ;  and  against 
<Jt  Mr.  Inoam  and  Mr.  Burnside. 
5  Mr.  HakDi.n  preferred  the  amendment  to  the 
^iginai  proposition,  though  desiring  a  different 
^  lodificatiQD. 

i  Mr.  Wii^iAMa'*  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
J^rge  majority. 

Mr.  YAt(CEY  successively  moved  two  amend- 
tals.  (haiing  nearly  the  same  object  as  that  of 
r.  WiLLtKMa.)  which  were  negatived,  by  raa- 
rilies  of  ^0  or  30  votes. 

A  mono*  was  then  made  to  strike  out  of  the 
resolution  the  words  "one  hundred," 
lien  thereof  to  insert  "  fifty,"  so  as  to  re- 
l^ce  one-l^ilf  the  proposed  addition  to  the  capa- 
jCty  tax.    * 

^-  On  mut^)n  of  Mr.  Ingham  the  Committee  rose. 
^Jfported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 
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in  similar  manufactures,  the  security  and  encour- 
agement necessary  to  a  continuance  of  their  la- 
bors.—  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  General  A>sembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
respecting  the  settlers  on  reserved  lands  within 
said  State. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Robertson  reported  a  bill  confirming  pre- 
emption rights  given  on  the  purchase  of  lauds,  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  that  it  was  inexpedient 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  for  the  remaval 
of  the  district  court,  of  the  District  of  Maine, 
from  the  place  where  it  is  now  held. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ca.nno.n  laid  before  the  House  a  re.solution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  requesting  that 
the  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  the  present  year 
may  be  delayed  wholly,  or  in  part,  to  the  next  or 
a  subsequent  year ;  and  also  a  resolution  reject- 
ing the  amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  by  the  States  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annu- 
al report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  lay  before  the  House 
a  statement  of  the'valuation  of  lands,  dice,  under 
the  direct  tax. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit  :  "An  act  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  certain  accounts  against  the  Library  of 
Congres^.  and  for  establishing  tne  salary  of  the 
Librarian;"  and  "An  act  concerning  certain 
courts  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  State  of  New 
York;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  coi^curreuce 
of  this  House.  j 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on 
the  revenue. 

The  proposition  to  amend  the  resolve  respect- 
ing the  whiskey  tax.  by  reducing  the  proposed 
addition  of  100  per  cent,  on  the  capacity  of  the 
still  to  50  per  cent.,  was  further  debated  at  much 
length;  supported  by  Messrs.  Cannon,  Tavl. 
Throop,  Roas,  McKee,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Tall  observed,  that  he  had  not  expected 
to  have  participated  in  the  debate  on  the  subject 
now  before  the  House.  He  was  admonished,  by 
his  want  of  parliamentary  experience,  to  be  silent. 


..^  Mr.  CoyoicT  presented  a  petition   of  sundry    — _.  , _. ,  , 

sTrtanufaciuVers  of  woollen  goods  in  the  States  of    Instead  of  attempting  to  lecture  others,  he  felt  it 
*iew  Jers.*v,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  pray-    to  be  his  duty  to  receive  from  them  the  lessons 
ig  that  siKh  measures  may  be  adopted  by  Con-  '  of  wisdom  and  experience.     In   adhering   to  the 
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resolution  thus  formed  he  bad  already  (he  hoped) 
profited  much.  To  no  member  of  this  House  had 
he  listened  with  more  pleasure  as  well  as  profit, 
than  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Though  he  had  the  highest  confidence 
io  the  opinions  and  views  of  that  gentleman,  and 
the  members  composing  the  committee,  he  be- 
lieved that  OR  this  particular  subject  they  were  in 
an  error;  and,  believing  so,  he  should  be  an  un- 
faithful public  servant,  were  he  to  be  silent. 
Should  the  resolution  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee be  adopted,  serious  injury  will  be  inflicted 
upon  the  Western  country  generally,  without 
a  countervailing  benefit  to  the  revenue  of  the 
country. 

We  are  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  nation  ;  and  when  thus  in  committee, 
it  seems  to  be  the  fashion  for  gentlemen  to  ex- 
press their  opinion  of  the  past,  as  well  as  their 
riews  of  the  present,  and  what  ought  to  be  the 
future  course  of  policy  to  be  pursued  in  this 
nation. 

I  do  not  purpose  following  the  example  which 
has  been  set.  I  will  only  observe,  that  my  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolution  ot  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  does  not  proceed  from  a  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  Administration.  The  Administra- 
tion has  had,  and  still  has  my  confidence.  It  has 
received  my  support  to  the  extent  of  my  feeble 
abilities.  This  country  has  contracted  a  very 
considerable  debt  lu  asserting  its  just  rights. 
The  revenue  of  the  country  should  be  equal,  in 
time  of  peace,  to  the  demands  against  it.  1  for 
one  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  raising  this  revenue  ; 
but  I  may  differ  with  other  gentlemen,  as  to  the 
proper  subjects  of  taxation  ;  and  when  we  agree 
as  to  the  subjecL>  of  taxation,  we  may  difier  as 
to  the  amount.  Such  is  the  case,  as  to  the  tax 
proposed  on  licenses  to  distillers.  The  amount 
recommended  by  the  committee  to  be  continued, 
is  in  my  opinion  too  high.  While  1  agree  in  the 
general  with  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
I  must  be  permitted  to  enter  my  protest  against 
some  of  the  projects  I  have  heard  recommended. 

The  honorable  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Ingham)  to  whom  the  de- 
fence of  this  branch  of  the  report  seems  to  have 
been  commuted,  in  the  remarks  made  by  him 
last  evening,  observed  that  he  expected  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  have  communicated  the  lo- 
cal information  which  they  possessed  in  relation 
to  the  particular  subject  now  under  consideration, 
I  thank  the  gentleman,  sir,  for  this  remark.  At 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  one  of  the  most  prominent  ob- 
jections aaainsl  it.  was,  that  the  people  would 
not  be  sufficiently  represented,  particularly  in 
laying  taxes.  Gentlemen  may  talk  of  voting  and 
taking  that  course  which  their  judgment  dictates; 
but  the  first  principles  of  political  science  teach 
me  to  look  to  the  situation,  the  wants,  the  feel- 
ings, and  wishes  of  the  people  I  represent.  Sir, 
it  IS  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  just  conclusions 
m  legislative  deliberations  without  adhering  to 
those  principles. 


If  one  of  the  foreign  tourists  or  journalists  who 
travel  through  your  country  for  the  purpose  of 
abuMng  It.  had  been  in  your  gallery  last  evening 
and  heard  gentlemen  narrating  the  various  shifts 
and  devices  which  they  had  understood  had  been 
resorted   to,  to  evade  the  particular  tax  in  ques- 
tion, he  would   have   been   much  gratified.     He 
would  have  flattered  himself  that  he  had  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  everything  that  had  been  said  or 
written  to  the  disadvantage  of  this  country — that 
our   patriotism  was  idle  rant,  nothing  of  realitjr 
about  It.     Sir,  unwise  revenue  laws  will  be  eva- 
ded in  every  country  ;  it  is  no  reproach  upon  the 
people.     I  have  no  idea,  however,  that  evasions 
have  taken  place  to  the  extent  which  gentlemen 
suppose.     The  article  of  spirits  distilled  from  do- 
mestic materials  was  taxed  beyond  what  it  could 
bear ;  hence,  and  hence  only,  the  law  was  par- 
tially evaded.     The  tax  may  not  be  too  high  in 
some    parts   of  the    United    Slates,   particularljr 
when  distillation  is  carried  on  on  a  large  capital. 
The  committee  doubtless  labor  under  the  impres- 
sion, that   the  article  in   all    parts  of  the    United 
States  will   bear  the   tax;  otherwise   lam  confi- 
dent they  would  not  have  recommended  it.     The 
local   information   sought   for   by  the  honorable 
member  before  alluded   to  (Mr.  Ingham)  most 
readily  will   I  impart.     I  hare  no  hesitation  in 
stating  it  as  a  fact,  that  the  heavy  tax  on  spirits 
had   the  effect  to  prostrate  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
distillers  in   the  district  which  I  represent.    It  is 
impossible  for  the  manufacturer  to  sell  the  article 
for  as  much  money  as  will  pay  the  tax.     A  neigh- 
bor of  mine  (a  distiller)  informed  me,  not  manf 
days  previous  to  my  leaving  home,  that  he  had 
on  hand  nearly  the  whole  of  the  spirits  manufac- 
tured last  Winter  and  Spring.     He  had  paid  the 
tax  without  being  able  to  sell  for  money  as  much 
as  would  pay  the  one-twentieth  part  of  the  tax. 
This  is  not  the  case  of  a  single  individual  only- 
it  is  the  case  of  many,  if  not  most  of  the  distillers. 
Indeed  I  was  credibly  informed,  previous  to  my 
leaving  home,  that  the  largest  distillery  in  the 
district  would  not  go  into  operation  again  under 
the  existing  rate  of  duties.     Levy  the  tax  con- 
templated, and  it  is  certain  death  to  all  the  small 
distilleries;  the  consequence  of  which  will  be  a 
loss  of  all  the  capital  invested  in  those  establish- 
ments :  besides  the  great  loss  to  the  farmer  in  not 
being  able  to  convert  his  surplus  grain  into  a  less 
bulky  article  for  importation,  and  the  advantage 
of  his  distilling  to  his  stock  or  cattle. 

It  is  said,  that  the  distiller  has  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint ;  that  the  tax  is  paid  by  the  consumer.  Sir, 
It  is  true,  that  such  is  the  belief,  the  expectation 
of  most  gentlemen  ;  and  the  tax  is  lard  under  that 
impression.  The  practical  result,  however,  proves 
the  incorrectness  of  the  theory.  It  would  be  cor- 
rect, I  grant  you.  if  the  article  could  be  sold. 

It  is  also  contended,  that,  inasmuch  as  it  is  an 
article  of  luxury,  it  is  a  fit  subject  for  taxation. 
It  is  perhaps  not  nece.'jsary  to  controvert  the  policy 
of  the  tax  on  principle,  since  there  seems  such  a 
general,  I  may  say  almost  unanimous  determina- 
tion to  continue  it  in  some  shape.  It  ought  to  be 
recollected;  however,  that  it  is  an  article  of  loxurf 
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■   i^eDdmeDi,  yr  ne 
^  \Mo  bis  bein^  ioduf 
I  !>.^ais  to  bate  und 


fby  ibe  i»oor.  by  the  yeomanry  of  the  couo- 
by  the  l»fiorer. 
_    he  wealtijy  part  of  the  country  can  afford  to 
0  a  beveraije  of  a  different  quality.     Impcirted 
■^•ifs  and   ilje  jmce  of  the  gr^pe  are   theirs.     It 
always  l^en  deemed  politic  to  tax  articles  of 
rury,  not  because  ibey  were  such,  but  because 
ik^  were  usffd  by  those  whose  income  was  con- 
arable,  an^  of  course  were  able  and  ought  to 

'he  honoible  member  from  Louisiana  (Mr. 
iBERTSON^  certainly  misunderstood  my  friend 
TenDe!t|ee,  (Mr.  Cannon.)  who  moved  the 
eodment,  %;r  he  would  not  have  imputed   to 
lenced  by  narrow  views.     He 
iderstood    the  gentleman    from 
onessee   af   opposing   the    tax,  solely  on    the 
rond    of  iis    inequality.      Sir.    it    is    unequal, 
ily  unequal,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tenties- 
has.  in  'my  opinion,    clearly  demonstrated  ; 
this  inetiuality  ought  to  hare  great  influence ; 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  opposed  it,  as 
on  broatier  ground.     It  is  not  only  unequal, 
i^s  oppressuve,  ruinous ;  tax  the  article  too  high, 
^J  you  proi,ibit  its  manufacture.     Your  revenue 
■course  mijst  be  lost. 
am  decijiedly  of  opinion,  that  an  addition  of 
per  ceottini  on  licenses  to  distillers,  will  pro- 
se nearly,if  not  quite  as  much  as  100  per  cent., 
I  believi  it  is  as  heavy  a  duty  as  the  article 
^  bear, 
lut  the  grntieman  from  Louisiana  says,  that 
spirit  manufactured  in  the  Western  country 
rxported  t*»  the  Orleans  market  and  sold  there. 
lat  honorable  and  enlightened  gentleman  well 
',)Ws  that  yie  Orleans  market  is  a  very  precari- 
.    ione;  thrf:  spirits  distilled  from  grain  or  fruit 
iii|dull  ari^'le  in  the  market  at  that  port,  as  is 
ifMost  every  other  article,  the  produce  of  Ohio, 
fcotucky,  1';ennessee,  Ac.     This  must  be  the  case 
jKr.many  ye  -rs  to  come.     Such  is  the  vast  extent 
.fertile  couiitry,  watered  by  the  tributary  streams 


prey  of  a  system  of  revenue,  which,   in  every 
other  respect,  had  his  entire  approbation  and  sup- 
port.    He  approved  of  that  system,  not  merely 
because  it  would  enable  the  Government  to  keep 
up  propi^r  military  and  naval  establishments,  but 
because  it  would  produce  an  extinguishment  oi 
a   national  debt  in   a  short   period  of  time.     He 
should  vote  for  the  motion,  and  should  have  liked 
it  better  had  it  been  to  reduce  the  increase  on  the 
capacity  of  stills   to   twenty-five   per  cent.,  and 
would  have  been  belter  pleased  with  the  bill,  had 
it  proposed   to  leave  the  capacity-tax  as  it  now 
stood.     He  should  not  vote  this  reduction  because 
he  was  opposed  to  a  tax  on  whiskey  ;  be  thought 
it  as  fit  a  subject  of  taxation  as  anything  pre- 
sented by  the  pursuits  of  the  country.     Our  coun- 
try at  present  affords  but  few  subjects  for  internal 
taxation,   and    none    which    operate   with    exact 
equality.     The   tax  on   whiskey  is   paid    by  the 
consumer,  and   the  consumption  is  so  universal 
that    he    thought  the    tax    would    operate    more 
equally  than  any  other  which  had   been  selected. 
But  while  he  was  willing  it  should   be  taxed,  all 
he  asked  was,  that  it  should   be  reasonable,  and 
not  so  heavy  as  to  suppress  the  business,  or  dis- 
tress the  farmer.     He  spoke  of  the  productions  of 
the  interior  of  the  Northern  States  as  the  prey 
of  the  system,  for  these    reasons:  the    world    is 
now  at  peace,  the  inhabitants  are  relieved  from 
that  desolating  warfare,  which,  for  a  long  period 
of    time,    had    depressed    their    resources;    they 
would   now  return  to  their  agricultural   pursuits, 
and  would  make  the  earth  yield  sufficient  of  all 
the  articles  of  provision  for  their  own  consump- 
tion, and  that  of  their  colonies.     The  produce  of 
I  the    interior  of  the    Nurlhrrn    States   is   wheat, 
I  corn,    and    other   grain,  which    go    to    market, 
j  either  in  their  natural  state,  or  as  pork  and  beef. 
While  war  continued  in  Europe,  a  demand  was 
i  created  in  that  part  of  the  world  for  these  arti- 
I  cles,  and   this  demand  raised   the  price  of  ihein 
;  sufficiently  high  to  bear  iransporiaiion.     The  in- 
tbe  Mississippi,  that  the  Orleans  market  is  gen-  |  tenor  of  the  Northern  States  derived  their  wealth 
♦^lly  glutiey.  from   the  sale   of  their  surplus    produce  in  this 

J  1  do  not  ptetend  to  have  anything  like  a  correct  i  manner.     But  by  the  peace  these  resources  were 


I 


lowledge  (ifthe  average  price  of  whiskey,  brandy, 
PC-,  *t  thatkcarket,  but  1  doubt  very  much  if  an 
rporter  co<;ld  get  the  first  cost  of  the  article.  I 
well  convinced  that  the  exportation  of  this 
jticle  froir,  Kentucky,  since  the  increased  duty 
'^s  lanl,  hats  been  considered  a  bad  business. 

Sir,  this  i/.  a  dull  subject ;  the  House  cannot  be 
^tertained^wiih  anything  that  could  be  said. 
^r  opinro^  on  estimating  the  amount  of  duty 
L'oper  to  b*  levied  must  be  governed  by  practi- 
2|l  results  ;^  a  detail  of  which  is  all  I  have  at- 
^pted.      } 

f^MT.  Thr«op  said,  that  the  interest  his  consti- 
ients  bad  ^in  the  subject  in  debate,  made  it  his 
ty  to  suhiPnit  a  few  arguments  to  tht  considera- 
n  of  theiJomraittee.  He  lamented,  that  at  a 
Scriod  whe^  we  were  left  calmly  to  consider  and 
^topt  such 'measures  as  would  contribute  to  the 
Eealth  of  tr»e  coontry,  repair  its  finances,  and  re- 
store its  credit,  the  productions  ol'  the  luterior  of 
i^  Northe.,-Q   States  should   be  selected   as  the 


cut  off;  their  productions  will  not  bear  trans- 
portation to  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
where  there  is  a  deficit  of  those  articles.  What 
were  these  people  to  do  ?  They  cannot  raise  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  sugar,  productions  of  the  South- 
ern States,  which  bear  so  high  a  price,  and  enrich 
the  planter.  Their  climate  will  not  admit  of  it; 
they  must  either  sink  into  poverty,  or  turn  their 
produce  into  a  more  portable  as  well  as  marketa- 
ble form.  This  can  only  be  done  by  making  it 
into  whiskey.  A  high  tax  upon  whiskey  would 
not  tend  very  much  to  reduce  the  quantity  which 
Will  be  made,  nor  will  it  operate  againscthe  large 
distiller.  On  the  contrary,  the  large  distiller 
would  profit  by  it.  He  would  extend  his  busioesj 
with  immense  profit,  for,  by  driving  the  small  dis- 
tiller from  the  business,  he  would  be  enabled  to 
regulate  the  price  both  of  the  article  manufac- 
tured, and  the  material  of  which  it  is  made. 
There  are  many  persons  engaged  in  that  business 
of  small  capitals,  say  two  or  three  thousand  dol- 
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lars,  and  many  farmers  who  distil  the  surplus 
produce  of  their  own  farms.  The  small  manu- 
facturers and  farmers  were  driven  from  the  busi- 
ness by  the  heavy  duties  imposed  during  the  war. 
and  will  not  return  to  it,  if  we  continue  a  heavy 
duty.  The  effect  will  be,  by  driving  so  many 
purchasers  of  grain  from  the  market,  to  destroy 
competition,  and  particularly  competition  be- 
tween credit  and  money,  and  to  place  the  farmer 
in  the  power  of  those  who  continue  the  business; 
the  latter  will  fix  the  market  price  of  grain,  and 
ai>k  what  they  please  for  the  liquor.  The  smalt 
distiller  will  be  compelled  to  relinquish  the  busi- 
ness, because  he  cannot  sell  bis  production  for 
money  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  tax-gatherer, 
which  will  amount  for  stills  in  ordinary  use.  at 
the  proposed  rates  of  duty,  to  seven  or  eight 
hundred  dollars.  The  manufacturer  will  be  en- 
riched, but  the  farmer  will  ne  impoverished.  But 
it  is  said  that  a  system  of  taxation  is  a  system  of 
compromise,  and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  lay 
a  heavy  duty  on  whiskey  to  equalize  the  other 
taxes  to  be  imposed.  He  replied,  that  he  did  not 
understand  how  that  reasoning  applied  to  this 
case.  The  objection  was  not  to  a  tax.  but  to  an 
enormous  and  oppressive  tax.  But  how  was  this 
tax  to  counterbalance  or  equalize  other  taxes? 
Do  we  not  pay  our  proportion  of  the  imposts? 
We  certainly  do  so  in  the  consumption  of  loreitrn 
articles.  Do  we  not  pay  our  share  of  the  duty 
on  refined  sugar?  We  do.  Do  we  not  pay  our 
share  of  the  stamp  duty?  I  think  we  do.  We 
may  not  have  as  much  business  directly  with 
banks  as  in  some  other  parts  ot  the  country ;  but 
the  returns  of  that  source  of  revenue  show  that 
it  18  io  the  first  place  paid  in  the  great  mercantile 
places,  probably  by  merchants;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  It  IS  added  to  the  price  of  the  goods 
those  merchants  sell.  Do  wc  not  pay  our  part  of 
the  duty  on  sales  at  auction?  We  do  ;  for  this 
also  is  paid  in  the  first  place  by  merchants,  who 
add  what  they  pay  to  the  price  of  their  merchan- 
dise. Do  we  not  pay  our  proportion  of  the  calt 
tax  ?  We  do  ;  and  it  needs  no  argument  to  show 
that  we  pay  our  proportion  of  the  land  tax.  We 
pay  our  proportion  of  every  other  internal  tax 
imposed,  and  have  superadded  to  it  the  license  to 
distillers. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  there  is  another  point  of 
view  in  which  the  tax  under  consideration  is  very 
popular.  It  is  said  that  the  excessive  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits  is  immoral.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  it  is 
a  vice,  a  deep-rooted  vice;  but  it  finds  soil  in  the 
passions  and  propensities  of  man.  I  would  gladly 
suppress  It.  But  will  you  suppress  it  by  im- 
posing upon  it  a  tax?  No,  sir.  He  who  in- 
dulges in  It  knows  that  it  leads  directly  to  dis- 
ease, poverty,  and  disgrace.  If  these  are  not  suf- 
ficient restraints  upon  his  appetite,  vain  will  be 
the  attempt  to  restrain  him  by  increasing  the 
price  of  the  article.  His  inclinations  will  be  in- 
dulged, and  if  he  cannot  find  their  gratification 
in  tlie  home  production,  he  will  seek  the  foreicrn. 
If,  sir,  it  is  intended  seriously  to  suppress  the  vice, 
we  set  about  it  in  the  wrong  way.  It  can  be  done 
only   by   prohibiting,  under  some   penalties,  the 


manafacture  or  importation  of  liquors.  It,  then, 
becomes  every  nation  to  develope  its  own  re- 
sources and  by  judicious  laws  to  bring  into  ac- 
tion every  pursuit  which  will  add  to  its  wealth. 
While  man  will  indulge  bis  appetite  for  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  it  becomes  our  Government  to  en- 
courage its  manufacture  at  home,  as  one  of  the 
sources  of  national  wealth.  From  the  experi- 
ence we  have  already  bad,  we  can  form  our  con- 
clusions to  what  extent  it  may  be  made  to  supply 
the  place  of  importations.  It  is  not  only  used  in 
the  simple  form  of  whiskey,  but  after  going 
through  the  process  of  rectification,  by  which  the 
essential  oil  and  offensive  taste  is  extracted,  it  is 
made  into  gin.  and  mixed  with  rum  and  brandy. 
It  may  be  in  some  cases  practised  as  fraud,  but 
the  habit  of  mixing  is  so  universal,  and  well  un- 
derstood, that  the  merchant  will  sell  you,  as 
brandy  and  rum.  the  mixed  liquors  at  a  reduced 
price.  It  forms  a  liquor  less  prejudicial  than  the 
mixture  of  poisonous  drugs  we  receive  from 
abroad,  and,  when  skilfully  done,  would  require 
a  nice  palate  to  distinguish  it  from  unmixed 
liquors.  Should,  then,  this  manufacture  be  prop- 
erly encouraged,  it  would,  ere  long,  almost  wholly 
supersede  the  necessity  of  importing  those  liquors, 
and  thus  stop  to  enrich  our  own  soil,  that  flood  of 
wealth  which  issues  from  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
those  articles.  It  remains  to  be  considered  how 
the  amendment  proposed  will  affect  the  rev- 
enue. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  propose  to 
raise,  by  this  duty.  $2,400,000.     If  we  look  at  the 
proceeds  of  this  tax  it  will  be  seen,  that  during 
the  year  1814,  the  licenses  to  distillers  produced 
about  $1,688,000.      If  the  amendment   prevails, 
and  the  returns  of  1814  be  considered  a  correct 
data  to  judge  of  its  produce,  it  will  yield  to  the 
revenue  between  $2,500,000' and  $2  600,000,  be- 
ing a  sum  more  than  is  required.     He  believed, 
however,  that  it  would    produce  more.     If  the 
heavy  war  excise  is  taken  off,  many  persons  will 
engage  in  the  business,  and  the  want  of  a  foreign 
market  for  produce  will  compel   the  farmers  to 
have  their  grain  manufactured.     Hence,  as  the 
manufacture  increases,  the  revenue  will  also  in- 
crease.    But,  should  the  estimate  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  present  capacity  duty  be  correct,  that  is  to 
say  Sl.200.000,  then  the  addition  of  fifty  per  cenL, 
as  proposed   by  the  amendment,  would  produce 
$LSOO,000,   leaving  a  deficit  of  $600,000.     He 
said  he  believed  that  deficit  would  be  abundantly 
supplied  from   other  sources  of  revenue.     The 
public  lands  were  estimated  to  produce  one  mil- 
lion, but  it  will  be  seen  that  the  revenue  received 
from  that  source  during  the  year  1815,  amounted 
to  nearly  two  and  a  half  millions;  and  he  had 
no  doubt,  from  the  excellence  of  the  lands  the 
Government  had  for  sale,aQd  the  immenseemigra- 
tion  to  the  Western  countries,  that  those  lands 
would  be  much  more  productive  to  the  revenue 
than  they  have  ever  been.     But  even  should  this 
fail,  we  have,  after  making  all  the  appropriations 
contemplated,  a  surplus  revenue  of  more  than 
two  millions,  from  which  the  deficit  may  be  sup- 
plied.    And  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  do 


it ; 
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s<||should  W()  be  compelled  to  it.  thaa  to  suppress 
a¥ery  impoiiaDt  maoufaclure  of  the  country. 

Itlessr?.  R<{bert8on,  Lowndes,  Smith,  of  Ma- 

rj^^od,  and  "I'aylor,  of  New  York,  opposed  the 

tu^ioD.     It  leas  negatived  by  a  very  small  ma- 

j(»5iy.  i. 

^r.  McLean,  of   Kentucky,  then   moved    to 

;Dd  the  re^-olve,  so  as  to  equalize  the  rate  of  a  li- 

;5e  to  disUl  per  week,  month,  dec,  to  the  rate 

je  license  per  year ;  which  motion  was  agreed 

t()U>y  a  majcfity  of  twenty  or  thirty  votes. 

■^he  main^resolution,  to  repeal  the  duty  on  the 

ijlantity  of  spirits  distilled,  and  to  increase  the 

l^^y  on   the  .capacity  of  the  still  100  per  cent.. 


% 


then  agrieJ  to. 
be  next  lifsoluiion  was  then 


taken  up.  as  fol- 


I(^s,  viz:      ,. 

"^^ztohed,  1*'flat  it  ia  expedient  to  repeal  the  act,  en- 
^^d  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue*  for  de> 
tog  the  ex|>ense«  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
j^publlc  credit,  by  laying  dutiea  on  household  furni- 
p,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  passed  on  the 
of  Janu^,  1815. 

jj4!r.  Jack8:)n,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Soutbard,  and 
IB.  Ross,  o^iposed  the  agreement  to  this  resolu- 
i;'tiu,  on  the  cround  of  the  equity  of  ihe  tax.  and 
t^  practica^^ility  of  amending  it  so  as  to  defeat 
iVj  evasion'  of  it,  and  to  make  it  more  pro- 
(A^tive. 

Mr.  LoWfiDES  defended  the  resolve,  on  the 
;und  of  th^  unproductiveness  of  the  tax,  having 
ra  calculated  to  produce  81200  000,  and  pro- 
[icing  in  f^t,  only  $70,000;  though  willing  to 
len  and  ^cede  to  any  definite  proposition  for 
jdering  it^fficientand  productive. 
Ir.  FoRsi^TH  moved  to  amend  the  resolve,  by 
liog  at  tile  end  thereof  the  words,  "  except  so 
|.,4  as  relate"^  to  the  duty  on  gold  and  silver  watch- 
This  ^lotion  was  negatived, 
ir.  Jackjeo.n,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
'e  resolve^^o  as  to  embrace  the  continuance  of 
je  duly  oct  household  lurniiure,  &c.,  ''and  also 
ry  provide  s^^ainst  the  evasion  of  said  law."  This 
n^tjtion  wa^negalived — 68  to  63. 
^The  rescfve  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
j^eans  was^then  agreed  to  by  the  Committee 
les  68 


9 


'( 


./The  remaining  resolution  was  then  taken  up. 

'^ follows  :< 
\ResoiveiL,  !rbat  it  is  expedient  so  to  amend  the  raten 
I  duties  up<^  imported  articles,  af\er  the  30th  of  June 
|xt,  as  thaj   they  shall  be  estimated   to  produce  an 
jount  equ'^  to  that  which  would  be  produced  by  an 

_-'eragc  addj^ion  of  42  per  cent,  to  the  permanent  rates 

V  duties.      i 

J-  Agreed  t;  without  a  division, 
i    The  ConCmiiiee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
jceeding^  to  the  House. 
^Mr.  Lo«#<DE3,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
d  Means.-reporied  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
roposilioa-respeciing  the  direct  tax,  (adopted  by 
le  House  ^^he  other  day.)  which  bill  was  twice 
|ad,  and  c^mitied. 
And  on  tjtotioD,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
lorrow.     *f 

j 


Friday,  February  9. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  providing  for  the 
settlement  of  certain  accounts  against  the  Libra- 
ry of  Congress,  and  for  establishing  the  salary 
of  the  Librarian,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "concerning  certain 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  Slate  of  New 
York,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Canadian  refugees  who  joined  the 
American  army  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  be  discharged  from  a  further  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  that  it  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  fur  an  additional  military  academy. 
Mr.  BuRWELL,  from  the  committee'' appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Dr.  James  Smith,  reported  a 
bill  supplementary  to  '"An  act  to  encourage  vac- 
cination ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachu.«etts,  rose  to  make  some 
observations  in  reply  to  some  remarks  from  Mr. 
Wilde,  which  he  had  seen  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  but  which,  not  having  distinctly 
heard,  he  had  permitted  to  pass  without  reply, 
which  he  should  not  have  done  had  he  under- 
stood them.  Mr.  K.  was  proceeding  to  speak  on 
this  subject,  when  the  Speaker  reminded  him 
that  no  debate  could  be  permitted  unless  on  some 
question  before  the  House;  in  the  justice  of 
which  Mr.  K.  acquiescing,  waived  his  remarks 
until  a  fit  occasion  should  offer  for  them. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Mas>achusetts,  offered  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolutions: 

Ruolrtd,  That  all  duties,  imports,  and  excises,  laid 
by  Congress,  ought  not  only  to  be  laid  uniformly 
throughout  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
vision in  the  Constitution,  but  ought  to  be  collected 
in  sll  parts  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  currency, 
or  in  currencies  equivalent  in  value. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  receive,  alone,  in  payment  of  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  and  debttt  due  to  the  United  States, 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  coin,  Treasury  notes,  and  the 
notes  of  such  banks  as  pay  specie  for  their  bills,  ex- 
cepting in  cases  in  which  it  is  otherwise  provided  by 
law. 

Mr.  Ward  brietiy  assigned  his  reasons  for  of- 
fering these  propositions,  which  will  be  found 
concisely  and  clearly  stated  in  the  first  of  the 
above  resolutions. 

Mr.  S.MITH.  of  Maryland,  rose  to  speak  ;  but, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  resolutions  were 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

INQUIRY  RESPECTING  OFFICE,  &c. 
Mr.  Ra.ndolph  rose  to  make  the  motion  of 
which  he  gave  notice  the  day  before  yesterday,  to 
inquire  into  the  constitutionality  of  the  late  ap- 
pointment of  General  P.  B.  Porter,  not  having 
ot  to  the  House  in  time  to  make  it  yesterday, 
t  was  not  bis  purpose,  he  said,  to  amplify  on  this 
occasion  at  all.     The  House  would  recollect  that 
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at  the  time  he  had  submitted  notice  of  this  mo- 
tion he  had  distinctly  staled  that  it  was  not  for 
him  to  pronounce  whether  the  office  in  question 
bad  or  had  not  been  created  during  the  time  for 
which  the  late  honorable  member  of  this  House 
from  New  York  had  been  elected  to  serve.  Some 
very  obliging  friend  had  been  kind  enough  to 
hint  to  him  that  perhaps  he  had  not  pondered  on 
the  subject  so  well  as  he  ought  to  have  done  be- 
fore he  introduced  it  to  the  House;  that  this 
office,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
being  created  by  the  Treaty,  was  called  into  ex- 
istence, although  it  remained  vacant  until  lately, 
at  the  moment  when  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  that  treaty  took  place.  This  might  or 
might  not  be,  Mr.  R.  said  ;  for,  what  was  this 
argument  but  to  assume  (he  would  not  say  to 
beg)  the  very  question  concerning  the  treaty- 
making  power  which  this  House  had  already 
once  decided  in  the  negative,  viz.,  that  a  treaty, 
without  the  intervention,  instrumentality,  with- 
out the  aid  of  this  House,  is  ipso  facto  the  law  of 
the  land.  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  be  extremely 
ashamed  ever  to  venture  so  crude  a  motion  in  this 
House  as  this  would  have  been,  if  he  had  not 
taken  into  consideration,  and  deep  and  mature 
consideration  too,  the  point  which  some  were 
obliging  enough  to  suppose  he  had  overlooked, 
and  civil  enough  to  put  him  right  in  respect  to 
It.  If  he  understood  the  doctrines  which  he  had 
beard,  he  did  not  say  uttered,  on  this  floor,  in 
respect  to  the  treaty-makin?  power,  this  case  of 
the  honorable  member  from  New  York,  who  had 
recently  vacated  his  seal  in  this  House,  came 
fully  within  the  purview  of  the  article  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  he  would 
go  further,  as  special  pleading  was  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  say  that  il  it  did  not  come  within  its 
purview  m  this  view  of  the  ^ubject,  it  neverthe- 
less would  in  another.  It  did  not  t'ollow,  it  was 
not  logic,  he  said — it  might  be  logic  in  Westmin- 
ster Hall,  but  it  was  not  in  Parliament — that  be- 
cause the  appointment  in  question  did  not  come 
within  ihe  purview  of  this  section  for  particular 
reasons,  it  might  not  for  some  other  very  substan- 
tial reason,  which  was  not  disclosed,  but  about 
which  he  had  no  concealment,  as  he  had  not, 
never  had,  and  never  would  have,  about  public 
men  or  measures.  After  reading  the  following 
clause  from  the  sixth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution,  viz:  "No  Senator  or  Repre- 
'  sentative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he 
'  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  un- 
'  der  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which 
'  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments 
'  whereof  shall  have  been  increased  during  such 
'  time" — Mr.  R.  moved 

"  That  a  committee  b«  appointed  to  inquire  whether 
the  acceptance,  by  the  Hon.  Peter  B.  Porter,  late  a 
member  of  this  House  from  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
of  a  civil  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  does  contravene  the  provisions  of  the  sixth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Sutes." 

Mr.  FoRsvTH  suggested  that  the  terms  of  this 
motion  did  not  embrace  the  question  which  he 


understood  the  gentleman  to  desire  to  place  be- 
fore the  House— the  acceptance  of  a  civil  office 
not  being  an  offence  against  any  provision  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  should 
be  pleased  to  see  it  modified  so  as  to  place  the 
question  distinctly  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  no  objection  toany 
modification  which  would  attain  his  object.  He 
bottomed  himself,  in  proposing  this  inquiry,  on 
facts  which  are  on  record,  and  which  the  House 
was  presumed  to  know.  Had  not  the  gentleman 
vacated  his  seat  in  this  House  ?  W^as  he  amena- 
ble to  the  order  of  the  Speaker  as  a  member  of 
this  House  ?  How  did  his  seat  become  vacated  7 
By  his  acceptance  of  a  civil  office  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  said  was  no  offence 
against  the  Constitution  7  No,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  is 
neither  an  offence  against  the  Constitution,  nor 
contra  bonos  mores,  that  I  know ;  bat  there  is  a 
modification  of  the  proposition  which  may  make 
it  contrary  to  the  Constitution — the  Committee 
are  to  try  that  question.  Is  there  not  an  issue 
made  up?  The  honorable  gentleman  has  accept- 
ed an  office;  it  is  our  duty  to  inquire  whether 
the  acceptance  of  it  be  Constitutional  or  not, 
because,  if  unconstitutional,  then  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  see  that  the  breach  is  repaired, 
that  the  wrong  is  redressed.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  styles  and  tales  of  the 
gentleman  in  question  ;  he  had  had  a  great  many  ; 
with  the  old  one  he  was  acquainted,  with  the  new 
one  he  was  not.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  more 
doubt  that  this  appointment  was  a  breach  of  the 
Constitution  than  the  acceptance  of  another  office 
by  a  late  member  of  this  House,  the  office  having 
been  created  and  the  salary  fixed  a  few  days  b^ 
fore  his  term  of  service  expired,  was  an  evasion, 
and  scandalous  evasion,  of  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  he  had  just  quoted. 

Mr.  Forsyth  having  suggested  a  modification 
of  the  motion,  declaring  at  ttie  same  time  that  he 
should  not  vote  for  the  inquiry,  Mr.  Randolph 
accepted  it.  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  the  accepunce,  by  the  Hon.  Peter  B. 
Porter,  of  the  ofBce  of  Commissioner  under  tlie  late 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  is  in  contravention  of  the  sixlh  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Umt«d 
Slates." 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whi«ht,  the  words  "ap- 
pointment and"  were  inserted  before  the  word 
•■  acceptance." 

The  question  having  been  stated  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolve — 

Mr.  Forsyth  rose  and  said,  it  was  with  much 
reluctance  he  opposed  any  motion,  the  object  of 
which  was  inquiry  into  alleged  abuses  under 
Government.  But  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee on  this  occasion,  appeared  to  him  so  totally 
unnecessary,  that  he  was  compelled  to  oppose  it. 
If  he  had  understood  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
his  idea  was,  that  the  office  had  been  created  dur- 
ing the  time  for  which  the  gentleman  in  question 
bad  been  elected  to  serve  to  this  House.  But 
the  person  named  in  the  lesolve  had  been  elected 
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t^*y«rve  froai  'he  4ih  of  March,  1815,  to  the  4th 
o^March,  li<;i7.     The   office  which   he  had  ac- 
c^Jted,  had  yxistence  prior  to  the  4th  of  March. 
1^"'5;  or  it  i«  not  yet  created.     Either  it  has  no 
4ence.  or^  it   existed  from   tlie  day  on  which 
ratificati.'iDR  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  were  ex- 
ited—thj;  18ih  February.  1815.     If  the  office 
created  Jjy  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  the  accepi- 
'e  of  It  w^s  certainly  no  violation  of"  the  letter 
(hWpirit  of*(be  Constitution.     If  it  was  neces- 
s>)^  this  H({use  .should  act  on  the  treaty  before 
ll/^office  ha«  being,  then  Peter  B.  Porter  has  ac- 
i^ed  no  o^ce ;  the  office  he  is  said  to  hare  ac- 
ted havin|f  no  existence.     The  gentleman  from 
[^ginia  seefis  to  suppose,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  the 
irioes  m^tntaioed    by   this  House  as  to  the 
;ty-makii;'sf  power,  are  adverse   to  the  idea  of 
office  haying  been  created  by  the  treaty.     Not 
<^aid  Mr.  ^.,  those  doctrines  are  perfectly  con- 
si^?nt  with  ihe  idea  that  this  office  was  created 
b*,ihe  conviction.     It  is  not  pretended  that  Cora- 
;«ioners  fw  any  purpose  of  foreign  intercourse, 
regulated   by  treaty,  may  not   be  created   by 
President  and  Senate;  on  the  contrary,  ac- 
[ding  to  mv  understanding,  tlie  office  is  corectly 
ted  by  thje  President  and  Senate,  and  entirely 
bin   their,  power.     The   acrreement    between 
two Govi^rnments that  certainquestions  should 
settled  bf   Commissioners,   required   not  the 
Action  of  tliis  Hou«-e.  further  than  it  would  be- 
e  necessary  for  the  House  to  make  an  appro- 
lion  to  p^y  them  for  their  services.     If  their 
ices  weri'  to   be  compensated  by  any  act  of 
House  ^hich  Peter  B.  Porter  had  assisted  in 
ling,  iherl'  would  be  some  evidence  of  a  viola- 
of  the  Constitution  ;  that  no  such  fact  existed, 
otbt  r  that  was  sufficient  to  authorize  this 
to  the  subject, 
said,  the  honorable  gentleman's  I 
mma,wl/ich  he  had  so  triumphantly  presented  I 
ih«  Housi,  carried  on  its  l-.orns  no  terrors  for  I 
The    honorable   gentleman    ought    to    be  ! 
f^ged  to   |im,  he  said,  for  having,  by   timely  ' 
ice  of  thi>  motion,  given  him  an  op})ortunity  1 
ibarpen  toe  horns  of  his  dilemma.     They  re-  | 
ded  hiiT)"*  he  said,  of  a  circumstance  attending 
exhibition  of  the  bull-6ghts  of  the  Portuguese, 
heir  anci'?nt  and  belter  day? — the  horns  of  the 
lal  turned   out  were  covered    with    leather; 
y   threatened,  but  wounded   not;  and  that  is' 
case,  s«ii  he,  ^th  the  horns  with  which  the 
tieman  n^kes  full  butt  at  me.    The  gentleman 
A  said,  they  the  office  to  which  the  late  mem- 
from  N«w  York  was  appointed,  has  been  in  I 
v_J.<itence  trc^n  the  18th  day  of  February  last ;  or, 
hWause  ihejlouse  has  not  definitively  acted  on  ; 
1^%  treaty,  ti^  office  itself  is  yet  m  embryo,  ready  j 
called. *:)ut  not  yet  springing  into  existence.  ' 
i^uld  the    lonorable  gentleman    from  Georgia  ; 
this  Ho^-e,  and  would  he  tell  this  nation  that  | 
ippoint    tv>  an  office   not  in  existence,  and  to  ' 
,."pt  an  ofRoe  which  has  no  existence,  is  no  of- 
e  1     On  4he  contrary,  Mr.  R.  said,  if  the  office 
not  in  existence,  then  the  indecent  hurry  to  ! 
ard    a    pi^litical    partisan    with    some  of  the 
:tts  of  the  «rar.  which  was  coocccted  under  his 
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auspices,  called  forth  the  decisive  interference 
and  correction  of  this  House.  So  much  for  that 
horn  of  the  dilemma — that  horn,  said  he.  1  think 
is  sawed  off — the  other  will  not  remain  on  much 
longer.  But  this  office  was  created  by  the  treaty. 
Does  it  therefore  follow,  that  it  does  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  part  of  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  which  1  have  read?  There 
was  not  an  instant  of  time  from  the  creation  of 
the  office,  be  it  created  when  it  will,  that  the  ac- 
ceptor of  the  office  was  not  a  member  of  this 
House.  Mr.  R.  here  spoke  of  the  precise  time 
when  the  term  of  service  of  a  new  Congress  com- 
mences— mathematically,  at  midnight  of  the  3d 
of  March;  politically,  at  that  moment  the  index 
of  the  clock  of  the  House,  set  backwards  or  for- 
wards, to  suit  circumstances,  pointed  to  twelve 
o'clock,  dec.  Was  there  a  moment,  he  asked, 
from  the  creation  of  the  office,  supposing  it  to 
have  been  created  under  the  treaty,  in  which  that 
gentleman  was  not  a  member  of  this  House  ?  He 
would  go  farther — was  not  the  acceptor  of  the 
office  a  member  of  the  House  pending  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question,  whether  the  treaty  should  or 
should  not  be  earned  into  effect  by  a  vote  of  this 
Hou^e  ?  [Mr.  R.  was  here  informed,  that  he  was 
not.]  I  am  mistaken,  it  appears,  said  he  ;  I  re- 
tract this  inference — I  do  not  say  recant  it ;  for  I 
detest  all  sorts  of  canting,  and  particularly  re- 
canting. If  the  office  had  been  created  by  the 
Treaty  of  Peace.  Mr.  R.  said  it  did  not  follow 
that  the  honorable  member  was  (if  he  might  coin 
a  word)  appointable  to  that  office?  If  the  Con- 
stitution forbade  the  appointment  of  a  member  to 
an  office,  the  salary  of  which  was  increased  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  afortiori 
the  creation  of  the  salary  constitutes  the  same 
impediment.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
told  the  House  he  deemed  this  inquiry  wholly 
unnecessary.  Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  had  understood 
the  honorable  gentleman's  arguments  during  the 
discussion  of  the  question  lately  decided  by  this 
House,  respecting  the  treaty,  he  should  have  been 
led  to  believe,  that  of  all  the  members  of  this  body, 
he  was  that  member  to  whom  the  necessity  of 
such  an  inquiry  would  be  obvious,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  It  most  readily  acknowledged.  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  was  not  without  expectations,  knowing 
the  honorable  gentleman's  lead  in  this  House, 
that  he  would  be  a  member  of  the  committee,  if 
raised,  and  would  have  an  opportunity  of  show- 
ing much  more  satisfactorily  than  he  had  done 
this  morning,  of  establishing,  by  facts  and  deduc- 
tions too.  that  the  appointment  of  Peter  B.  Porter 
was  not  a  contravention  of  the  Constitution.  The 
inquiry  would  do  very  little  barm,  in  any  view. 
Mr.  R.  said  that,  for  one,  he  was  certainly  not 
much  pestered  with  committee  business,  and  if 
the  inquiry  should  devolve  on  him.  he  should  en- 
deavor to  execute  it  to  the  best  of  his  capacity — 
he  certainly  would  present  a  report  that  would 
embrace  all  the  facts;  and  he  would  endeavor  to 
state  even  the  law  of  the  case  as  well  as  he  could, 
in  his  hobbling  way — not  being  even  journeyman 
in  the  profession.  If  this  inquiry  was  denied, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  could  easily  cooie  at  his  object  in 
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another  way  ;  he  had  only  to  lay  a  resolution  on 
the  table,  that  such  an  appointment  was  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.     But,  if  facts 
were  wanted,  a  committee  ought  to  be  appointed 
to   get  them.     We  ought  to    reason  from   facts, 
and  not  to  them.     As  to  the  legal  question.  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  should    not  set   much  value   on    this 
particular  clause  of  the  Constitution,  if  it  were 
not  that  it  was  a  part  of  it.  and  his  vote  could  not 
put  it  in  or  expunge  it.     He  was  no  Constitution- 
monger  or  fancier — he  took  the  Constitution,  i(a 
scripta  ett,  as  he  found  it.     This  clause  was  not. 
be   repeated,  of  any  value,  as  to  its  effect ;  it  was 
about  as  good  a  fence  around   this  House  against 
the  temptation  of  office,  as  the  accountability  at 
the  Treasury  was  fence  around  it  against  the  pub- 
lic  robber.     If  you   want   mischievous  stock  on 
your  farm  or  plantation,  he  said,  you  must  keep 
bad  fences  ;  if  you  would  have  roguish  hogs.  cows, 
and   horses,  keep   bad   fences — those   who  would 
not  otherwise  have  ventured  to  jump  over  a  straw, 
will  in  that  way  soon  learn  to  jump,  as  we  say  in 
the  Southern  country,  over  ten  rails  and  a  rider. 
As  a  fence  round  the  purity  of  this  House  he  said, 
this  part  of  the  Constitution  was  of  little  or  no 
value — he  considered  itof  none,  and  rather  worse 
than  none.     The  warnings  of  Patrick  Henry  and 
George  Mason  on  this  article  of  the  Constitution 
were  yet   ringing   in    his   ears.     This  clause,  he 
said,  was  a  stalking-horse,  put  into  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  if  there  was  some  guard  set  against  the 
appointment   of  a  raembe'-  of  the   House   by  the 
Executive  to  office — some  guard  against  the  es- 
tablishment of  Executive  influence  over  this  body. 
There  is  none,  said  he.     It  is  as  good  a  defence 
as  a  fishing   seine   would    be   against   a  constant 
•bower  of  rain.     You  may  dart  straws  through  it ; 
and  the  honorable  members  from  New  York  and 
Georgia   have  amused  themselves  with   darting 
straws  through   it.     It   was   so  easy  a  thing,  he 
said,  to  put  new  men  in  old  offices,  and  old  men 
in  new.  that  the  only  thing  that  astonished  him 
in  this  business  was,  the  indecency  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  a  man  to  such  an  office,  in  contra- 
vention of  the  Constitution — such  a  mao  .  he  said, 
for  he  had  the  honor  of  serving  on  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  with  him  during  thesession 
which  ended  in  the  declaration  of  war — the  gen- 
tleman  had   been  at   that  time   chairman  of  the 
Committee   of  Foreign    Relations — but   he    had 
vacated  that  office.     Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  nothing 
to  do  wi;h  that  honorable  gentleman,  except  in 
his  public  character  as  a  member  of  this  body  — 
and,  knowing  the  agency  which    he   had  had,  at 
least  at   the  eleventh    hour — he   returned  to  the 
war  feast  at   the   eleventh    hour — knowing    the 
agency  he  had  had  in  bringing  about  the  war.  he 
was  only  astonished,  when  he  considered    how 
easy  it  was  to  get  in,  over,  and  around  this  provi- 
sion of  the  Constitution,  at   the  indelicacy  with 
which  it  has  been  violated  in  this  instance. 

Mr.  FonsTTH  said,  he  regretted  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  should  have  supposed  he 
had  come  to  the  House  with  his  horns  sharpened 
to  wound  him.  I  had  no  such  intention,  said  Mr. 
F. ;  whilst  I  continue  a  member  of  this  House 


with  that  honorable  gentleman,  all  that  I  expect 
IS  to  escape  bis  horns.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  had  no 
intention  to  say,  that  an  appointment  to  an  office 
not  created,  was  no  violation  of  the  Constitution  • 
but  It  was  no  violation  of  the  particular  section 
of  the  Constitution  which  the  gentleman  had 
quoted.  The  inquiry  was  limited  in  its  object, 
and  if  I  show  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Hou)»e 
said  Mr.  F..  that  there  was  no  violation  of  the 
particular  article  of  the  Constitution,  whether  the 
office  was  or  was  not  created,  my  object  is  an- 
swered. The  honorable  gentleman  had  said 
enough  to  show  that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  facts 
which  had  induced  him  to  submit  this  motion. 
The  gentleman  seemed  to  suppose  that  the  late 
member  from  New  York  had  been  a  member  of 
Congress  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  ;  but  he  was  not  at  any  lime  a 
member  of  the  last  Congress,  having  become  a 
member  on  the  4th  day  of  March  la^l.  a  day  pos- 
terior to  the  creation  of  the  office,  if  the  office 
were  at  all  created. 

With  respect  to  the  observation  respecting  the 
selection  of  such  a  man.  Mr.  F.  observed  he  would 
say  nothing;  the  appointment  was  before  the 
people,  for  them  to  approve  or  condemn,  and  he 
trusted  their  decision  would  not  be  influenced,  or 
at  all  affected  by  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  Of  General  Porter.  Mr.  F. 
said,  he  knew  nothing,  but  as  he  knew  him  here; 
he  would,  he  doubted  not.  as  well  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office  as  any  gentleman  who  could 
have  been  appointed. 

[Mr.  RANnoLPH  here  explained.  He  had  said 
nothing  o!  the  moral  character  of  Mr.  Porter.  He 
had  spoke  of  him  as  one  of  the  agents  in  produc- 
ing the  war.  and  as  being  now  rewarded  by  the 
fruits  of  the  peace.  He  spoke  of  him  and  his  ap- 
pointment in  that  light  only.] 

Mr.  F.  said   he   knew  not,  as  he  had  not  been 
a  member  of  the  Twelfth  Congress,  how  far  he 
had  an  agency  in  producing  that  war.     Such  an 
agency  would,  in  the  eyes  of  the  gentleman,  be  a 
crime — in  his  eyes.  Mr.  F.  said,  it  was  no  crime; 
and  he  believed  by  the  people  generally  it  was 
not  regarded  as  a  criminal  act.     Mr.  F.  said  he 
did  not  precisely  tjnderstnnd  the  force  of  the  gen- 
tleman'*   allusion    to    his    having   darted   straws 
through  the  Constitution  ;  so  far  as  he  understood 
the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  he  had  scru- 
pulously obeyed  its  injunctions.     He  should  do 
so  with  the  same  spirit  of  sincerity  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  or  any  other  gentleman.    The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  might  have  intended  to 
intimate  that  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  F.  were  con- 
tradictory or  inconsistent  in  regard  to   the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  ;  b«it  to  himself,  Mr. 
F.  said,  it  was  sufficiently  clear  there  was  no  con- 
tradiction between  them  ;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  must  forgive  me,  said  he.  for  preferring 
ray  own  judgment  in  this  respect  to  his. 

Mr.  Wright  was  desirous  to  see  a  spirit  of 
scrutiny  prevail,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  see  it  un- 
necessarily exerted.  The  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  had  been  quoted,  he  said,  was  in- 
tended to  guard  against  the  creation  of  office,  and 
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iocreas^  of  emolument,  by  members  of  Coo- 
^>ss,  for  ib^  beneBt  of  themselves.  This  appoint- 
•nt.  howc^'er,  caanot  come  wiihin  the  purview 
this  provision  of  the  Constiiution.  Did  the 
^^ty  creat;  the  office;  anJ.  if  it  did.  was  that 
M  kind  of  Office  which  the  Constitution  had  con- 
Koplated?  He  contended  not.  The  terms  of 
^;  treaty  Jid  not  create  the  right,  he  argued, 
jC  imposei)  the  obligation  to  appoint  those  Com- 
missioners.; The  office  to  which  the  late  mem- 
U  of  ihisfHouse  was  appointed,  he  considered 
jit  a  civil  kut  a  ministerial  office,  (or  the  execu- 
j^n  of  intfe^naiional  objects.  The  President  did 
Ut  derive  from  the  treaty  his  authority  to  ap- 
'  )inl  these^ommissioners,  but  from  the  Consti- 
;(iou.  T)^  office  was  made  necessary  by  the 
C^ty,  but  |he  obligation  to  make  the  appoint- 
VCDt  is  imf-osed  by  the  Constitution.  The  office 
L'as  creaie(^  by  the  Constitution  ;  the  necessity  of 
mt  appoini^nent  was  created  by  the  treaty.  But 
Mien  the  tr#aty  was  ratified  before  the  acceptor 
Xf  this  offire  became  a  member  of  this  House; 
^^  the  emolument  attached  to  it  had  been  neither 
ifiminishedjnor  increased  whilst  he  was  a  mem- 
L.-r.  .Mr.  W..  therefore,  expressed  his  hope  that 
Ms  honora'^le  friend  from  Virginia,  for  whom  he 
id  a  grea^  respect,  panicuiarly  on  account  of 
lis  investigating  spirit,  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
)n  ;  and  rhat,  if  it  was  not  withdrawn,  it  would 
il  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ranuolph  said  he  did  not  set  up  for  the 
jodel  of  ih.e  gentleman  from  Georgia,  or  any  other 
jntleman*  he  was  the  keeper  of  no  man's  con- 
^lence,  ihcarbiter  of  no  man'sopinions.  The  con- 
^btency  of  the  gentleman's  opinions  was  his  own 
4^air;  butaf  ihey  are  what  1  consider  inconsist- 
.jl^t,  said  Mf.  R.,  It  is  my  affair,  and  I  must  retain 
?4y  opinioti,  however  reluctant  to  think  so  of  his 
•*])inions,  ^c.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
^id  succeeded  in  convincing  him  that  the  ap- 
*pintmeat-in  question  was  not  an  office,  Mr.  R. 
(id,  he  sliould  certainly  withdraw  his  proposi- 
|on  ;  but  lie  had  not  succeeded.  The  words  of 
p4ie  Con>ii(Ution  are — 'any  civil  office  under  the 
Mlhority  *f  the  United  States."  If  the  appoint- 
f<bent  in  qiieslioa  be  not  an  office,  he  said  he 
btould  likv'  toJtnow  what  an  office  is.  What 
•  auld  the  duly  of  Commissioners  be  resolved 
^10,  if  It  was  not  resoluble  into  an  office?  If  it 
W^ere  not  aji  office,  he  asked,  what  was  it?  Offi- 
^um — It  Uad  every  character  of  an  office,  filled 
W-^  the  regular  Constitutional  power,  the  accept- 
S|>ce  of  w^ich  was  incompatible  with  a  seat  on 
Jjis  floor.  :The  acceptor  of  the  office  was  him- 
^f  If  conscious  he  could  not  retain  bis  seat  on  this 
joor ;  he  yirould  have  been  very  glad,  1  have  no 
fjubl,  saidiMr.  R. — I  judge  of  other  men  by  no 
,3<ofair  crilirion — he  would  have  been  very  glad 
i  n  have  heid  his  seat — for  I  have  seen  nothing  in 
t^e  history  of  the  gentleman  which  leads  me  to 
Suppose  he'ha?  any  very  violent  objection  to  plu- 
l^ililies.  fdr.  R.  ttien  proceeded  to  reply  to  Mr. 
(jfVRiOHT'8;'argument.  and  appealed  to  the  older 
i^embers  u  the  House — to  tlie  fathers  in  point  of 
lll{e — and  particularly  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
(rom  Norn  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanfobd,)  who,  he 


said,  was  the  father  of  the  House,  as  being  the 
oldest  member — he  appealed  to  them  for  the  doc- 
trines laid  down  in  1793,  and  particularly  by  Mr. 
Gallatin,  then  a  member  from  Pennsylvania,  in 
respect  to  the  power  and  discretion  residing  in 
the  President  and  Senate  as  to  the  appointment 
of  Ministers,  &,c.,  and  slated  more  amply  his  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  the  inquiry  in  this  particular 
case. 

Mr.  Grobve.nor  briefly  examined  this  case.  He 
did  not  incline  to  believe  that  the  Constitutional 
objections  to  the  appointment  in  question  could 
be  sustained.  This  appeared  to  be  his  general 
impression  ;  but,  as  there  were  great  doubts  on 
the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  and  he  was  not 
himself  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  the  question,  the 
inquiry  ought  to  be  had.  We  ought  never,  said 
Mr.  G.,  to  permit  the  Executive  to  set  his  foot  in 
this  House  without  inquiry,  nor  even  to  sufier  a 
suspicion  to  exist  of  his  having  done  so. 

Mr.  Forsyth  spoke  in  explanation  and  reply 
to  some  incidental  remarks  by  Mr.  Randolpu 
when  last  up. 

Mr.  Randolph  explained  in  turn  ;  and  answer- 
ed some  of  Mr.  GBoavENOR'a  observations,  dtc. 

Mr.  Gbgsvsnor  and  Mr.  Wright  further  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Randolph's  observations  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  Consiiiuiion ;  the  first  favoring, 
the  other  opposing  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Stanford  advocated  the  inquiry,  and 
quoted  the  records  to  show  that  the  House  had 
decided  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  them  to  pro- 
test against  the  case  in  which  it  occurred.  If  be 
were,  indeed,  ihe  father  of  the  House,  according 
to  the  figure  u^ed  by  Mr.  Randolph,  he  said  be 
would  advi.<e  its  members  to  avoid  the  crumbs  of 
office  from  the  Executive,  and  to  look  to  the  Peo- 
ple only,  to  whom  they  owed  their  appointments, 
as  the  .source  of  honor,  &,c. 

.Mr.  Yates,  besides  showing  by  argument  the 
weakness  ol  the  grounds  on  which  this  motion 
was  sustained,  vindicated  General  Porter  from 
any  intimations  or  insinuations  which  had  been 
thrown  out  unfavorable  to  him  in  the  course  of 
debate.  He  adverted  to  his  high  character  and 
conduct,  and  particularly  to  his  disinterestedness 
in  supporting  the  late  war,  if  be  had  contributed 
to  it  as  was  said;  since,  in  so  doing,  he  had  de- 
voted to  certain  destruction  an  immensely  valua- 
ble property  lying  on  the  shores  of  the  Niagara, 
which  had  since  fallen  a  sacrifice,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's motion,  as  modified,  and  agreed  to — 70 
votes  10  55. 

Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Grobvenor,  Mr.  For- 
syth, Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Yates,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  remaining  proposition  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  proposition  respecting  the  duty  on  distil- 
lation   (to   repeal  '.be  duly  on   the  quantity  of 
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spirits  distilled,  and  to  add  one  hundred  per  cent, 
to  the  present  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  still) 
first  came  up. 

Mr.  Throop  moved  to  amend  the  proposition 
by  sinking  out  one  hundred  and  inserting  fifty 
in  lieu  thereof,  so  as  to  reduce  the  additional 
capacity  tax  from  one  hundred  to  fifty  per  cent, 
on  the  existing  duty. 

This  motion  was  decided  without  debate:  For 
the  amendment  74,  against  it  70,  as  follows  : 

Ybab — Messrs.  AJgate,  Alexander,  Baer,  Baker, 
Baaaett,  Bennett,  Birdseje,  Blount,  BrcckenriJge, 
Brooks,  BurnsiJe,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clarke 
of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Comstock, 
Crawford,  Crcighton,  Culpepcr,  Darlington,  Desha, 
Edwards,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hardin, 
Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hungerford,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Love,  Lump- 
kin, Lyie,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, McLean  of  Ohio,  Moore  of  South  Carolina, 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickenss  Piper,  Pleasantu,  Powell, 
Roane,  Root,  Koss,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Shefley, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Taul, 
Thomas,  Throop,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Whiteside,  WilJitms,  Willoughby,  Thonms 
Wilson,  William  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

Nays — Messrs.  Archer,  Barbour,  Batemtn,  Bay- 
lies, Belts,  Brigham,  Brown,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
pell,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Condict,  Conner,  Culhbert,  Da- 
venport, Forney,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Gros- 
venor.  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lovctl,  Lowndes, 
Lyon,  Mason,  Mayrant,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Nel- 
son of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Noyes,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Rice,  Robertson, 
Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Stearns,  Sturges,Taggart,Tallmddge,  Tay- 
lor of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair, 
Vo«e,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Wilde,  Wright  and  Yates. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORODGH  then  moved  further  to 
amend  the  resulve  so  as  to  exempt  from  this  ad- 
dition to  the  capacity-tax  on  stills,  such  stills  as 
shall  be  wholly  employed  in  the  distillation  of 
spirits  derived  from  fruit,  herbs,  and  roots. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes 
and  Mr.  Ross,  (by  the  latter  on  the  ground  of 
the  impossibility  of  guarding  the  duty,  thus 
modified,  from  evasion.)  and  was  negatived,  by 
yeas  and  nays — 107  to  36 — as  follows  : 

Ys*s — Messrs.  Archer,  Baer,  Baker,  Bennett, 
Bradbury,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Forney,  Glasgow,  Gold, 
Goldsborough,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hun- 
gerford,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Vir- 
ginia, King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  .Maclay,  McKee, 
Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Roane,  Stanford, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Williams,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Barbour,  Bas- 
sett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Boss,  Breck- 
cnndge,  Brigham,  Brooks,  Brown,  Burnside,  Cady, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Comstock,  Creighton,  Culpeper, 
Culhberl.  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Findley, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn, 
Hale,   Hall,   Hardin,    iieiAier,    Henderson,   Ualbcrt, 


Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Langdon,  Law,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  .McLean  of  Ohio,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moore  of 
South  Carolina,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pit- 
kin, Powell,  Rice,  RoberUon,  Root,  Ross,  Ruggles, 
Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  ShefTey,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Va.,  Southard, 
Stearns,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Talimadge,  Taul,  Taylor 
of  New  York,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose,  Wal- 
lace, Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde;  Wil- 
kin.  Willoughby,  William  Wilson,  Woodward,  Yan- 
cey, and  Yates. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  said  seventh  resolution,  by 
striking  out  all  thereof  after  the  word  "expedi- 
ent," and  to  insert  as  follows  : 

"  To  repeal  the  act  entitled  'An  act  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,'  passed 
on  the  24th  of  December,  1813;  also  the  act  entitled 
•An  act  laying  a  duty  on  spiriu  distilled  within  the 
United  Slates,'  passed  on  the  2lBt  of  December, 
1814,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof,  that  all  stills,  boilers, 
and  other  instrumenu  of  machinery  adapted  to  the 
distillation  of  spirits,  be  assessed  and  taied  in  propor- 
tion to  their  assessed  value,  at  a  ratio  corresponding 
with  the  tax  paid  in  each  of  the  States  upon  the  hun- 
dred dollars'  worth  of  lands  and  slaves." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  oppor- 
tuniiy  of  pursuing  the  course  of  remarks  Indi- 
cated at  the  commencement  of  to-day's  pro- 
ceedings, in  reply  to  Mr.  Wilde's  observation* 
on  Monday  last,  as  reported  in  the  i^'ationai  In- 
teUigencer—io  which  Mr.  Wilde  replied  at  some* 
Itngth. 

This  debate  lasted  some  time;  and,  when  it 
terminated,  the  House  adjourned  without  deci- 
ding the  main  question  on  the  proposition  of  the 
Financial  Committee. 


Satdrday,  February  10, 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claitns, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Powell,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle,  made  a  report 
thereon,'  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  P.  presented 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  dis- 
charged from  a  further  consideration  of  the  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  fixing 
the  Military  Peace  Establishment,  and  the  said 
letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  resolution  of  (he  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  iMissouri.  respecting 
the  leasing  and  working  the  lead  mines  belon*'- 
ing  to  the  United  States  in  said  Territory  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 
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iOn  nioiicij  of  Mr.  McKee, 
Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
J^ates  be  requested  to  hare  laid  before  this  House 
;iich  of  ih^^  accounts  of  James  Thomas,  late  a 
yieputy  Q'liartermasier  General  of  the  United 
j^tates,  as  relate  to  purchases  made,  or  expenses 
liicurred.  upder  any  order  of  General  Smyth,  in 
^  years  ?812  and  1S13,  together  with  all  the 
.riidence  reflating  to  such  accounts,  and  the  man- 
^x  in  which  the  said  accounts  were  settled, 
jiid  the  prrjiciples  established  in  the  settlement 
Sereof.       ' 

1  Mr.  Mcl^EE  and  Mr.  Herbert  were  appointed 

[committ^  to  present  the  said  resolatioa  to  the 

hesident.  \ 

iThe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 

^m  the  Secretary  of  War.  on  the  memorial  of 
Vy'illiam  T|tham;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
1^  the  Com)nittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

30n  moti(*n  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Committee  on  the 
(jKopper  Cojo  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
«^gcpediency<of  increasing  the  alloy,  or  reducing 

|e  weight*if  the  small  silver  coin  of  the  United 

iates.        J 

?       THE  REVENUE. 

The  Hoij^e  then  rejourned  the  consideration  of 
)e  report  (^  the  Committee  of  Ways  ond  Means. 
Mng  the  seventh  resolution  thereof,  as  amended 
f%l  the  Cocimittee  of  the  Wiiole.  as  follows : 
li^  Reaolvtd,  ^Vha.1  it  \a  expedient  to  repeal  the  act  to 
^>3vide  aJdiMonil  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses 
)lrovemmi>Vt  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
fiog  duti(^  on  spiriu  distilled  within  the  United 
ites  and  ^ic  Territories  thereof,  and  by  amending 
act  layiry^  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
•ius  liquonJJ  pasaed  on  the  21  st  of  December,  1814, 
Acepting  orjly  the  16th,  i8lh.  19th.  and  24th  sections 
:reof,  fro!>  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
^id  trom  th4  same  day  to  add  Qfty  per  centum  to  the 
lount  of  ^e  duty  which  all  stills,  now  subject  to 
l^ity.  are  lii|ple  to  pay  ;  and  that  the  act  imposing  du- 
^L-son  licen»es  to  distillers  be  so  amended,  that  licenses 
<«^antcd  for  periods  of  time  less  than  a  year,  shall  be 
%id  for  in  jrroportiou  to  the  time  for  which  they  are 
%anted.       ^ 

■^  On  the  j^option  of  this  resolution,  the  question 
T/as  decidui  in  the  aOirmative.  by  yeas  and  nays, 
rithout  fuvther  debate.  For  the  resolution  105. 
gainst  it,  p7,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Ml^asrs.  .Mexander,  Atherton,  Baker.  Bar- 
>ur,  Basse^,  Bayhes,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsali,  Birds- 
re,  Bloun|.  Boas,  Breckenndge,  Brigham,  Bryan, 
furnside,  E  arwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cil- 
r,  Clarke  M  INorth  Carolina,  Cleadennin,  Comstock, 
Tonner,  Ciapeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  For- 
\iej,  Forsyte,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  GriflBn,  Hahn, 
L  ammond,  Mardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hul- 
^rt,  Hungfrford,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
j|hcky,  Kerr'of  Virginia,  King  of  .Massachusetts,  King 
North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
J^le,  Macli^.  Mayrant,  .McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of 
[fentucky,  flills,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Nelson  of 
fugiuia,  Ni|Wtun,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickens,  Pickering, 
I'lper,  Plea^anU,  Powell,  Roane,  Root,  Rose,  Rug- 
«ie«.  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sheffey,  Smith  of 
7euiisyltan^j.  Smith  of  .Maryland,  Smith  of  Vugima, 
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Southard,  Stanford,  Stearna,  Stuart,  Taul,  Taylor  ol 
New  York.  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thom- 
as, Throop,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Wendorer,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Wil- 
liams, Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  Woodward. 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Bateman,  Bradbury,  Brown, 
Cady,  Champion,  Clayton,  Condict,  Davenport,  Golds- 
borough,  Grosvenor.  Hale,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Irving 
of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kent,  Langdon,  Law,  Lovett, 
Lyon,  Mason,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Noyes,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rice,  Strong. 
Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wileox,  and  Wright. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  thecoosideratiOQ 
of  the  ninth  resolution,  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  as  follows  : 

Rtiotved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furni- 
ture and  gold  and  ailver  watches,"  passed  on  th«  Ititb 
of  January.  1815. 

Mr.  Jack.so.n  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows: 

"  Rtsolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  the  act 
laying  duties  on  household  furniture  and  gold  and 
silver  watches  ;  and  so  to  amend  the  said  act  as  to 
insure  the  faithful  execution  thereof,  and  to  guard 
against  its  violation,  by  specifying  the  articles  liable  to 
taxation,  and  the  amount  to  be  levied  on  each  article, 
or  by  requiring  a  valuation  to  be  made  by  the  owner 
on  both. 

Mr.  Jackso.h  said,  he  would  submit  his  propo- 
sition with  a  few  remarks,  explanatory  merely  o:" 
his  view>.  He  would  commence  with  answering 
the  objections  urged  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means — 1st,  a^  to  the  expense 
of  assessing  and  collecting,  which  it  was  said 
would  be  disproportionate  to  the  product  of  the 
tax.  It  being  decided  that  the  direct  tax  shall  be 
continued,  said  Mr.  J.,  it  necessarily  follows  that 
you  must  keep  up  the  assessors,  as  the  valuations 
of  land.  &c..  must  be  annual ;  otherwise  a  lax 
would  be  collected  for  a  hou.>«e  that  was  consumed 
by  fire,  or  a  slave  who  had  died.  As  to  the  States 
who  would  assume  the  direct  tax.  if  that  feature 
in  the  existing  law  were  preserved,  he  thought 
we  might  adopt  provisions  similar  to  thoiie  to  be 
found  in  the  law  imposing  the  carriage  tax.  The 
second  objection  was,  that  the  law  had  been 
evaded,  and  might  be  again  evaded.  This  argu- 
ment applied  to  all  the  indirect  taxes,  and  the 
answer  given  was,  and  it  was  a  complete  answer 
that  further  provisions  might  be  adopted  to  rem- 
edy this  evil.  It  was  true,  the  law  had  been 
shamefully  evaded.  The  estimate  of  the  Treas- 
sury  was,  that  the  furniture  tax  would  produce 
81,238,000,  and  the  duty  on  watches  $230,000. 
Yet,  although  the  duty  on  watches  was  $225,000, 
which  proves  the  extreme  accuracy,  of  the  calcu- 
lation made  by  that  department,  the  furniture  tax 
has  ouly  produced  $75  000.  He  would  guard 
against  these  frauds,  either  by  requiring  the  valu- 
ation to  be  made  by  the  owner  on  oath,  or  laying 
the   duty   on   the  apeci^c    articles   of   furniture, 
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these  modes  of  taxing  property  were  adopted  by 
the  State  of  Virginia,  and  had  not  been  com- 
plained of.  He  would  not  allow  of  domiciliary 
vibits,  so  justly  odiou>*  to  the  people.  The  valua- 
tion or  specification  he  proposed,  should  be  made 
by  the  owner.  This  question  he  argued  simply 
as  a  question  of  revenue;  and  he  thought  if  so 
much  money  was  requisite,  as  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  contemplated,  no  subject  of 
taxation  was  more  fair  and  more  just  than  this; 
indeed,  all  intelligent  economists  held  that  wealth, 
incom*".  and  luxury,  were  the  fairest.  These  du- 
ties, proposed  to  be  repealed,  might  be  made  to 
yield  one-third  of  the  amount  of  the  direct  tax, 
and  authorize  the  redaction  of  that  tax  from  three 
to  two  inillioos.  The  direct  tax,  as  all  direct 
taxes  necessarily  do.  fails  not  upon  the  wealthy 
alone,  but  upon  the  extremely  poor  and  middling 
classes  of  the  people  ;  it  has  no  relation  to  income, 
for  the  lands  may  be  cultivated  and  not  appreci- 
ating in  value ;  or,  as  is  often  the  case,  yielding  a 
scanty  subsistence  to  the  humble  owner. 

Mr.  J.  estimated  the  number  of  families  in  the 
United  States  to  be  l.OOO.OOO;  one-tenth  of  these, 
be  supposed,  were  liable  to  pay  the  tax,  viz.. 
100.000;  50.000  he  supposed  owned  furniture  of 
the  average  value  of  $i500;  which,  at  three  dol- 
lars each,  as  the  law  now  is.  would  be  $150,000 
Twenty-five    thousand    persoos    would 

average  one  thousand  dollar'',  at  SIX  -  150,000 
The  remaining    twenty-five    thousand 

would  average  two  thousand  dollars. 

at  seventeen 425,000 

Which,  with  the  product  of  the  duty  on 

watches  of 225,000 

Will  yield  a  total  sum  ol  -  -  -  $950,000 
Which  is  equal  to  the  proceeds  of  one-third  of 
the  direct  tax — the  whole  being  estimated  to  yield 
a  net  revenue  of  82,700,000.  When  it  was  pro- 
posed to  repeal  the  direct  tax.  we  were  met  with 
the  objection  that  it  was  pledged  to  the  public 
creditor;  yet  those  making  that  objection  voted 
for  the  repeal  of  this  duty,  which  is  also  pledged 
in  the  same  language  with  the  other.  The  pledge 
is  only  to  supply  an  adequate  revenue;  and  the 
revenue,  independent  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
tax  and  the  furniture  tax,  was  adequate  to  all  ne- 
cessary purposes.  He  relied  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the  proof  of 
this  assertion  ;  they  showed  that,  with  the  taxes 
recommended  by  them,  we  could  increase  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  upwards  of  813  000,000  per  an- 
num, and  still  have  a  surplus  of  $2,500,000  to  ap- 
propriate to  other  objects.  Altbo»>gh  he  wished 
to  pay  off  the  debt,  he  would  not  do  it  by  giving 
another  premium  to  tho^e  who,  in  the  hour  of 
difficulty,  exacted  twenty  per  cent,  of  us ;  and  he 
contended,  we  could  not  employ  a  sinking  fund 
10  the  amount  recommended,  without  giving  a 
premium  to  the  holders  of  stock  to  part  with  it. 
Of  the   new  debt,  there  fell   due    in 

1825 $11,129,449 

In  1826 26  607  958 

la  1827 25  407.763 

Anouating,  in  those  ihr«e  years,  to  -  $63,145,170 


How,  then,  he  asked,  could  a  fund  of  any 
amount,  upon  the  principles  of  a  sinking  fund, 
extinguish  such  a  debt  in  twelve  years,  say  in 
1827.  unless  by  purchasing  the  stock  long  before 
It  became  payable  by  the  contract?  And  that  it 
would  rise  above  its  par  valua,  when  the  redun- 
dant stock  was  withdrawn  from  the  market,  was 
undoubted.  He  recollected  that,  under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  $8,000,000  sinking  fund,  the  creditors 
prayed  to  be  exempted  from  its  operation  ;  and  it 
was  only  by  declaring  that  the  stock  should  cease 
to  bear  interest  after  the  day  it  was  payable,  by 
allotment,  that  the  commissioners  were  enabled 
to  pay  It  off. 

The  same  result  will  again  be  produced,  unless 
we  have  war,  and  he  conceived  it  the  idlest  fan- 
tasy that  ever  entered  the  heads  of  intelligent  geo- 
ileuten.  that  we  were  to  be  soon  involved  in  wajr; 
for  his  part,  he  had  no  faith  in  the  probable  ne- 
cessity or  disposition  to  wage  a  new  war  with 
any  nation;  he  confided  as  well  in  their  pacific 
temper  as  in  our  own;  and  our  strength,  with 
such  dispositions,  was  a  safe  guarantee.  Aug- 
ment the  Sinking  Fund,  as  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  proposed,  to  $10,000,000,  and  repeal  the 
direct  tax.  and  then  there  will  be  a  surplus  of 
more  than  $2,900,000.  according  to  the  estimates 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  But  if 
we  are  to  have  the  direct  tax  continued  as  part  of 
a  permanent  system,  he  was  for  continuing  the 
furniture  lax,  abo,  in  order  that  the  accumulated 
revenue  would  enable  us  to  dispense  with  both 
together,  ai  some  early  period,  even  though  the 
other  parts  of  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee should  be  adopted.  A  system  of  taxation 
to  be  just  must  draw,  from  every  part  of  the  com- 
munity, a  sum  in  proportion  to  their  wealth  and 
income.  Expenditure  was,  in  general,  the  best 
evidence  of  income.  This  was  a  tax  upon  expen- 
diture, and  did  not  embrace  the  necessaries  of 
life  or  domestic  comfort;  the  articles  excluded, 
and  tlie  extent  of  the  exemption  of  such  as  are 
liable  to  valuation,  rendered  the  duty  inoperative 
upon  those  to  whom  the  direct  tax  was  oppres- 
sive; and  this  was  the  only  internal  tax  that  did 
bear  upon  the  wealthy,  io  proportion  to  their 
ability.  He  concluded  by  saying,  in  his  humble 
opinion,  it  was  locorrfCt  to  urge,  as  an  argument 
against  a  general  proposition,  objections  applica- 
ble solely  to  the  details.  When  the  proposition 
was  decided,  it  would  be  for  its  advocates  to  ren- 
der the  details  unexceptionable;  and  on  failure 
to  do  so,  then,  and  not  till  then,  was  the  argu- 
ment admissible.  As  far  as  his  observation  ex- 
tended, all  the  independent  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  possessed  furniture  of  a  kind  and  value 
falling  within  the  provisions  of  the  law  ;  and  he 
could  not  admit  that  they  were  so  depraved  as 
to  violate  it,  when  proper  amendments  were 
adopted. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  ri?^^e,  sir.  as  an  advocate  for  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jackson.)  Since  I  took  my 
seat  in  this  House  no  vote  oi  mine  has  been  with- 
held from  the  support  of  the  plan  for  raising  rev- 
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iiue.  subm^ltetl  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
(cept  the  jjiroposed  continuance  of  the  duties  on 
Wjported  sjilt,  and  my  object  at  that  time  wa-*  to 
{Kippiy  tbei  deficiency  of  revenue  accruing  upon 
^at  articlf,  (which  [  considered  as  one  of  the 
"  Vst  neces;jjnes  ol  'life)  by  cootmuing  the  tax  on 
batches  alid  household  furniture.  In  selecimg 
t)jects  or  Articles  for  taxation.  I  deem  it  to  be  a 
>rrect  prijiciple.  that  due  regard  should  begiren 
L)  wealth,  luxury,  and  mcome;  and  the  articles 
Jow  propojied  to  be  taxed  are  generally  found  in 
le  posses*on  of  this  class  of  citizens,  and  ihere- 
)re  are  Ifast  affected  by  paying  taxes.  The 
t-jricultur;^  part  of  your  citizens,  the  planter  and 
le  farmer^  are  in  many  instances  paying  taxes 
)□  very  Vnproduclire  estates.  The  poor  man 
I'bo  supports  himself  and  family  by  the  sweat  of 
\\9  face;  l^e  cultivator  of  the  earth,  has  to  pay 
^direct  tai,  when  it  is  with  difficulty,  in  many 
mses,  that  ihey  can  make  a  bare  support  for  their 
^milies.  While  you  are  continuing  taxes  upon 
^.at  part  (cf  society,  on  whom  depends  the  best 
Mterests  o^  this  country,  I  will  say  more,  on 
'horn  de{tfnds  the  stability  of  our  republican  in- 
iitulions,  ^hall  we  adopt  a  system  of  favoritism, 
f«vor  ol_  the  luxurious  and  wealthy,  who  have 
le  larges*  income  estates t  I  trust  not,  sir,  I 
Confess  it  excited  my  astonishment  when  I  dis- 
pvered  tijat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
roposed  a..repeal  of  the  watch  and  furniture  tax. 
iwas  still  Wiore  astonished,  sir,  when  I  found  this 

fcommeniation  had  received  the  co-operation  of 
e  ComraMiee  of  Ways  an  i  Means. 
Sir,  wh'Wi  the  debate  on  the  subject  of  rev- 
'  'lue  enlarged  its  course  so  as  to  lead  to  an  inves- 
Igation  of, the  present  stale  of  the  nation.  I  felt  a 
sire  to  ^)resent  my  views  to  this  honorable 
^ody.  Wh^t  prevented  me  from  doing  so,  was,  that 
^^e  ground  which  I  had  marked  out  to  take  was 
^mpleielj  occupied  before  a  favorable  opportu- 
.  'ity  presei,«led  itself  for  me  to  get  the  floor.  Sir, 
jit  was  occi^pied  with  such  ability  as  to  forbid  any 
tteeble  attKinpt  of  mine  to  travel  over  the  same 
■[round.  But.  being  a  new  member  on  this  floor, 
0  will  use  ihe  present  opportunity  to  state,  that  I 
vtiffer  withf  some  gentlemen  here  who  have  ex- 
pressed a^ant  of  confidence  in  those  who  admin- 
ister the  (Jovernment.  The  Administration  has 
^DJoyed  iTiy  confidence  and  feeble  support  while 
jp  remaine>l  a  private  citizen,  and  becoming  a 
^ember  oi  this  House  has  not  changed  my  opin- 
■ons.  Th«  principal  difference  between  myself 
^od  the  Administration  has  heretofore  been,  that 
yistead  of  .following,  I  have  kept  a  little  before 
[he  Admuiistralion.  I  was  in  favor  of  the  late 
rar  with  Jreat  Britain,  and  wanted  the  declar- 
Ition  lonj  before  we  got  it;  and  after  war  was 
Jeclared,  i  was  in  favor  of  energetic  measures  to 
jupport  aud  prosecute  the  war  before  they  were 
|l.esorted  tlj  by  the  Government.  The  President 
i^if  the  Uitted  Siates,  at  the  commencement  of 
She  presei>t  session,  in  performing  his  Constitu- 
tional du(j'.  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
^nany  imfirtant  national  objects,  which  I  have 
jparefuUy  examined,  and  which  not  only  mt-rit 
Jny  genersO  approbation,  but  which  I  consider  of 


so  much  importance  to  the  country,  that  I  regret 
that  they  have  been  so  long  permitted  to  slum- 
ber; and  I  consider  the  present  moment  peculi- 
arly auspicious  to  their  commencement.  The 
plan  of  finance  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  founded  on  that  plan,  bare  re- 
ceived my  particular  examination  and  considera- 
tion, and  the  result  is,  I  feel  it  (u  be  my  duty  (o 
support  that  plan  generally,  but  am  bound  to  dis- 
sent on  some  points,  one  of  which  is,  the  tax  now 
under  consideration.  The  watch  and  furniture 
tax,  under  the  existing  law,  has  produced  a  rer- 
enue  to  the  Government  of  $300,000,  and  it  is 
admitted  that  the  law  has  been  very  frequently 
evaded.  I  therefore  conclude,  by  proper  amend- 
ments to  the  law,  it  may  be  made  a  source  of 
considerable  and  sure  revenue.  And,  as  1  con- 
sider these  articles  very  proper  objects  of  taxa- 
tion, I  shall  give  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment propo>ed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  LowNOEd  opposed  the  motion,  and  again 
explained  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  recommend  the 
repeal  of  the  tax,  which  recommendation  be  de- 
fended at  some  length,  on  its  entire  unproductive- 
ness and  vexatious  character,  as  proved  during  the 
term  it  had  been  in  operation. 

On  Mr.  Jackson'c)  proposition,  a  debate  look 
place  of  nearly  two  hours  continuance,  in  which 
several  gentleman  participated.  Messrs.  Condict, 
SooTHARD,  Cannon,  Wright,  and  Barbodb, 
severally  spoke  in  favur  of  the  motion,  and  against 
the  repeal  oi  the  lax  ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor  of 
New  York,  MiLNOR,  Gaston,  and  Ficccbinq. 
opposed  the  amendment  and  advocated  the  repeal. 
The  ground  occupied  in  the  debate  wa>  not  very 
extensive;  a  few  prominent  and  obvious  argu- 
ments, with  some  illuilraliun, comprising  the  pith 
of  the  discussion.  Those  who  advocated  a  repeal 
of  the  tax,  did  so,  principally,  on  the  ground  of 
its  falling  to  produce  the  anticipated  revenue,  its 
whole  product  amounting  to  about  seventy  five 
thousand  dollars,  instead  of  upwards  of  a  million, 
which  had  been  calculated  on  ;  because,  also,  of 
its  odious  character  which  subjected  every  man's 
bouse  to  the  intrusion  of  the  collector,  and  to 
domiciliary  visits,  without  sufficient  object;  be- 
cause, afier  all,  it  would  be  evaded  in  many  cases, 
and  the  odium  of  the  tax  be  incurred,  without 
affording  a  productive  revenue,  «Scc.  Those  op- 
posed to  repealing  the  tax,  replied,  that  ail  taxes 
were,  more  or  less,  odious  to  the  people ;  but  this 
not  particularly  so;  that  its  unproductiveness  had 
arisen  from  evasions,  and  an  unfaithful  collection 
of  theduty  ;  that  it  was  equitable,  and,  if  repealed, 
would  exempt  a  certain  class  of  the  community 
almost  entirely  from  contributing  to  the  public 
support;  thai  it  was  a  tax  on  wealth  and  luxury, 
and  was  necessary  to  equalize  and  perfect  the 
system  of  revenue  now  in  progress,  dec. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  amend  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  64,  nays  90,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bat*- 
maji,  Bennett,  Blount,  Brooks,  Brjan,  Burwell,  Cald- 
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well,  Calh-tan,  Cannon,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
Clark  of  Kentucky.  Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford, 
Darlington,  Desha.  Edwards,  Goodwyn,  Griffin  Hall, 
Hardin,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Huger,  Hungerford,  Ir- 
win of  Pennsrlvania,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Love, 
Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Majrant,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kee,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Ortns- 
by,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Roane.  Rob- 
ertson, Ross,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Taul.  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas, 
Tucker,  Ward  of  New  York,  Williams,  Willoughby, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Atherton,  Baer,  Baasett, 
Baylies,  Belts,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  Brown,  Burnside,  Cady,  Champion,  Chappell, 
Cilley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Conner,  Cooper,  Creigh- 
ton,  Culpcper,  Culhbert,  DaTcnport,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hale, 
Hammond,  Hanson,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Ingham, 
Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett.  Kent,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Langdon,  Law.  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Mason,  Middleton,  Mills,  Miinor,  Moore  of  South  Car- 
olina, Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Newton, 
Noyes,  Parris.  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rice,  Root,  Ruggies,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck, 
ShefTey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Stanford,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggait, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Throop,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wcndover, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wilkin.  Thomas  Wilson, 
WiUiam  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yates. 

The  ninih  resolution  was  then  concurred  in  by 
the  House,  and,  together  with  the  seventh  reso- 
lution, referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  or  bills 
conformably  thereto. 

The  remainder  of  llie  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett, 
and  ihe  House  wt-nt  intoCommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  resolution  reported  by  a  select  commit- 
tee for  the  relief  of  Commodore  Rodgers.  After 
some  time  spent  on  this  subject,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  resolution,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  ;  and  the 
House  adjourned  at  half  past  four  o'clock. 


Monday,  February  12. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, the  petitions  from  sundry  inhabitants  of 
said  Territory,  and  of  Seih  Hunt,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  British  grants  of  lands  lying  in  that  Ter- 
ritory, made  a  report;  which  was  read;  when 
Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
which  wa^  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''con- 
cerning certain  courts  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Slate  of  New  York.''  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cady,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  lo  report  to  this  House 
what  additions,  if  any,  hare  been  made  to  the 


funded   public  debt,  and   to  the  floating   public 
debt,  since  the  30th  day  of  September  last. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus 
Loomis;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cady,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  duties  on  carriages, 
and  the  harness  used  therefor."  that  no  duty  shall 
be  paid  for  any  carriage  usually  employed  in 
husbandry,  or  for  the  transportation  of  goods. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Jennings,  ihe  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  was  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  exhibiting 
the  number  of  acres  of  land  to  which  rights  of 
preemption  have  been  granted  to  individuals,  in 
any  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  United 
States  respectively ;  together  with  the  probable 
difference  in  the  amounts  of  moneys  received  for 
lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  such  amounts  re- 
ceived for  lands  sold  at  private  sale. 

The  engrossed  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
Commodore  John  Rodgers.  having  been  an- 
nounced for  a  third  reading,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bassett,  recommitted  to  a  select  committee. 
Mr.  B.  from  that  select  committee  subsequently 
reported  an  amendment  to  the  resolution;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolve  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  direct 
tax  on  the  United  Slates  to  three  millions,  dtc 
No  amendment  being  proposed  to  it,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Root,  of 
New  York,  to  give  him  timeto  prepare  an  amend- 
ment to  the  detail  of  the  bill. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress of  the  gallantry  of  Captain  James  Biddle, 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Hornet  ;  and  a  sim- 
ilar resolution  respecting  Captain  Charles  Stew- 
art, and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution, 
for  their  last  victory,  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  were  severally  ordered, 
nem.  con.,  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Hornet  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
British  sloop-of-war  Penguin,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  blank  was  filled 
with  S25,000,  being  the  amount  allowed  in  former 
cases;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  during  the 
late  war. 

Several  papers  were  read  respecting  their  mer- 
its and  services,  among  which  was  a  very  strong 
testimony  to  their  merits,  dbc.  from  General 
Porter,  lately  a  member  of  this  House. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


960 


i^. 


:ft^ 


i 
i     f 


t  V 


i 


orR. 


Donettie  Mamfmctwrts. 


PsncABY,  1816. 


'This  bill  gave  rise  to  a  ralber  animated  debate. 
J^which  t>e  claim  of  the  petitioners  to  ind«m- 

'iy  or  cot^peDsaiioo    was  sustained  by  Messrs. 

fBRooP.  V!a.te8,  Wright,  Gold,  and  Johnsoh, 
Kentuck'y,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hulbebt, 
EBSTER,  jnd  Strong. 

,  Tbis  caskl'  has  been  fully  presented  to  our  read- 
V^s  in  the  shape  of  the  petition  of  the  committee 
^1  behalf  of  these  sufferers.  Their  claim  is  pre- 
•asely  of  a.  character  with  that  for  which  ample 
\  .ovision  was  made  at  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
Qary  war.  They  were  natives  of  tbis  coun- 
,  add,  i.u   the  breaking  out  of   the  war,  pre- 

V^red  xAQg^ag  themselves  under  the  banners  of 
^t>eir  naiivv  country,  than  that  to  which,  for  pur- 
^)sea>  of  bcsiness.  they  had  a  temporary  alle- 
^nce. 

I&,  The  oppdneots  of  the  bill  (which  proposes  to 
T&mpensate.  the  claimants'  losses  by  donations  of 
ynd)  opposfe  it  as  rewarding  treacliery,  as  poi- 
log  the^fountaios  cf  morality,  and  use  those 

Ijoeral  exj»res!>ioQs  of  dislike,  aod  even  detesta- 
^"n,  which  such  a  bill  is  likely  to  call  forth  from 
rfose  who  view  it  in  so  odious  a  light. 
\  The  bill 'was  not  decided  on  ;  but,  on  motion 
1^  Mr.  Jou<480N,  laid  on  the  table. 
^'The  Cotbmittee  then  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
^ation  of  .*nother  bill  making  further  provision 
opr  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fell  in 
we  late  war. 

1^  The  Hotjfse  was  occupied  on  this  subject  until 
^M  usual  h';>ur  of  adjournment. 

>i;  

2  .TctSDAY,  February  13. 

^••Alr-  CAi^t'WELL  presented  to  the  House  a  reso- 
^ti^ioD  adoj;(ed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
^jtjate  of  CHiio,  instructing  their  Senators,  and 
J^i^uestiog  .iheir  Representatives  in  Congress,  to 
Iff  Hi  their  t'jdeavors  to  obtain  the  passage  of  an 
C-ct  of  CoDirress  providing  for  the  organization, 
^roaiog,  aiid  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for 
'  overning  •.uch  parts  oJ  them  as  may  be  em- 
ioyed  in  -the  service  of  the  United  States; 
■  ich  war  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
y  Affairs. 
'  Mr.  Stoi'HEKson  presented  a  petition  of  the 
T.«gi»J«turG  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  praying 
^•hal  the  p9wers  granted  to,  and  enjoyed  by  the 
governor  uf  that  Territory,  may  be  abridged. — 
SLeferred  tt).  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
^  Mr.  STn»HEN80.N  presented  another  petition  oi 
vue  said  L^ijislature,  praying  that  the  certificate 
2|f  a  Payruttster,  given  to  certain  companies  of 
^ngers  laily  raised  in  that  Territory  for  mili- 
jb^ry  services,  may  be  received  in  payment  for 
public  lands. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
^ilitary  Affairs. 

*i  Mr.  MiDi^LETON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
^■yere  referi»ed    the  petition    of  Lewis   Bringier, 

tade  a  rep.ort,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  M. 
ported  a  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
^uited  Stages  to  lease  out  or  grant,  for  a  term  of 
j|*ars.  raine'p  cf  the  precious  metals,  discovered 
^poQ  the  public  lands;  which  was  read  twice, 
,:^d  coramiiaed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  of 
this  House  to  their  bill  "concerning  the  conven* 
tion  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty."  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  •■  au- 
thorizing a  subscription  (or  the  printing  of  a  sec- 
ond edition  of  the  public  documenls  ;"  and  tbey 
have  passed  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  William 
Morrissett,"  with  an  amendment;  in  which  bill 
and  amendment  they  a.'k  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
with  a  tariff  of  duties  proper  to  be  laid  and  im- 
posed on  all  goods,  wares,  and  rnerchaiuiise,  im- 
ported into  itie  United  Slates  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Coua- 
mitieeof  Ways  and  Means. — [See  Appendix.] 

The  message  of  the  Senate  rejecting  the  amend- 
ments of  this  House  to  their  bill  concerning  the 
Convention  o(  Commerce,  d.c.,  was  taken  up. 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FoR8Yth.  the  House  de- 
termined to  insist  DO  Its  aiaeodments,  and  to  ask 
a  conference  thereon  with  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act 
authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  printing  of  a 
second  edition  of  the  public  document.","  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  '-for 
the  relief  of  William  Morrissett,"  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  entitled  '"  A  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  President  to  present  medals 
to  Captain  James  Biddle  and  the  officers  of  the 
sloop-of-war  Hornet,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed  unanimously. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  entitled  "A  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  President  to  present  medals 
to  Captain  Charles  Stewart  and  the  officers  of 
the  frigate  Constitution,"'  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed  unanimously. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Hornet, 
for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the-sloop-o{ 
war  Penguin,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

DOMESTIC  M.\NUF.\CTURE8. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  several  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  cotton  wool,  made  a  report  there- 
on ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufacturer,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  memorials  and  {Ktitiona  of 
the  manufacturers  of  cotton  wool,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

The  Committee  were  conscious  that  they  bad  no 
ordmary  duty  to  perform,  when  the  House  of  Kepre- 
■entauvec  referred  to  their  consideration  the  memo- 
rials and  petitions  of  the  manufacturers  of  cotton 
wool.     In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  House, 
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th«y  have  yiven  great  attention  to  the  aubject,  and 
beg  leave  to  present  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 
They  are  not  a  little  apprehensive  that  they  have 
not  succeeded  in  doing  justice  to  a  subject  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  advancement  and  prospe- 
rity of  agriculture  and  commerce — a  subject  which 
enlightened  statesmen  and  philosophers  have  deemed 
not  unworthy  of  their  attention  and  consideration. 

It  IS  not  the  intention  of  the  Committee  to  ofler  any 
theoretical  opinions  of  their  own,  or  of  others.  They 
are  persuaded  that  a  display  ol  speculative  opinions 
would  nut  meet  with  approbation.  From  these  views 
the  Committee  are  disposed  to  sUte  facU,  and  to  make 
such  obaervations  only  as  shall  be  intimately  connected 
with  and  warranted  by  them. 

Prior  to  the  years  1806  and  1807,  esUbUahmenU 
for  manufacturing  cotton  wool  had  not  been  attempted 
but  in  a  few  instance*,  and  on  a  limited  scale.  Their 
rise  and  progress  are  attributable  to  embarrassments  to 
which  commerce  was  subjected  ;  which  embarrass- 
menu  originated  in  causes  not  within  the  control  of 
human  prudence. 

While  commerce  flourished,  the  trade  which  had 
been  carried  on  with  the  continent  of  Europe,  with 
the  East  Indies,  and  with  the  colonies  of  Spain  and 
France,  enriched  our  enterprising  merchants,  the  ben- 
efits of  which  were  sensibly  felt  by  the  agriculturisU, 
whose  wealth  and  industry  were  increased  and  ex- 
tended. When  external  commerce  was  suspended, 
the  capitaliats  throughout  the  Hnion  became  solicitous 
to  give  activity  to  their  cajiital.  A  portion  of  it,  it  is 
belieTcd.  was  directed  to  the  improvement  of  agricul- 
ture, and  not  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  it,  as  it  ap- 
pears, was  likewise  employed  in  erecting  establish- 
ments for  manufacturing  cotton  wool.  To  make  this 
statement  as  satisfactory  as  possible — to  give  it  all  the 
certainty  that  it  is  susceptible  of  attaining,  the  follow- 
ing facts  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House.  They  show  the  rapid  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  a  few  years,  and  evidently 
the  ability  to  carry  them  on  with  certainty  of  success, 
should  a  just  and  liberal  policy  regard  them  as  objecU 
deserving  encouragement  : 

In  the  year  1800,  500    bales    of  cotton  were  raunu- 
lactured  in  manufacturing  esLabhshmente. 

In  the  year  1805,   1,000   bales  of  cotton   were  manu- 
factured in  manufacturing  esublishmenu. 

In  the  year  1810,   10,000  bales  of  cotton  were  manu- 
factured  in  manufacturing  establishments. 

In  the  year   1815,  90,000  bales  of  cotton  were  munu- 
factured  in  manufacturing  estabhshmtnU. 
This  statement  the  Committee  have  no  reason  to 

doubt ;  nor  have   they  any  question  as  to  the  truth  of 

the  following  succinct  statement  of  the  capital  which 

18  employed,  of  the  labor  which  it   commands,  and  of 

the  producu  of  that  labor  : 

Capital 

Males  employed,  from  the  age  of  17  and 
upwards 

Women  and  female  children 

Boys  under  17  years  of  age 

Wages  of  one  hundred  thousand  persons, 
averaging  $150  each 

Cotton  wool  manufactured,  ninety  thou- 
sand bales,  amounting  to 

Number   of  yards  of  cotton,  of  various 
kinds         ...... 

Cost,  per  yard,  averaging  30  cents 

This  rise  and  progress  of  such  esublishments  can 

Ulh  Co>.  1st  Sess. — 31 


-    $40,000,000 

10,000 
66,000 
24,000 

$15,000,000 

£27,000,000 

81,000,000 
$24,000,000 


exale  no  wonder.  The  inducements  to  industry  in  a 
free  government  are  numerous  and  inviting.  Eflbcts 
are  always  m  unison  with  their  cauee*.  The  induce- 
ments consist  in  the  cerUinty  and  security  which 
every  atizen  enjoys  of  exercising  exclusive  dommioB 
over  the  creations  of  his  genius,  and  the  produeU  of 
his  kbor;  in  procuring  from  his  native  soil,  at  all 
times,  with  facility,  the  raw  materials  that  are  re- 
quired, and  in  the  liberal  encouragement  that  will  be 
accorded  by  agriculturists  to  those  who.  by  their  labor, 
keep  up  a  consUnt  and  increasing  demand  lor  the 
produce  of  agriculture. 

Ever%-  State  will  participate  in  those  advantages. 
The  resources  of  each  will  be  explored,  opened,  and 
enlarged.  Different  sections  of  the  nation  will,  ac- 
cording to  their  position,  the  clinaate,  the  population, 
the  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  nature  of  the  Mil, 
strike  into  that  line  of  industry  which  is  best  adapted 
to  their  interest  and  the  good  of  the  whole  ;  an  active 
and  free  intercourse,  promoted  and  facilitated  by  roads 
and  canals,  will  ensue  ;  prejudices,  which  are  generated 
by  distance,  and  the  want  of  indncemenU  to  apprwarh 
each  other  and  reciprocate  benefits,  will  be  removed  ; 
information  will  be  extended  ;  the  Union  will  acquire 
strength  and  solidity,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  of  each  State,  will  be  regarded 
aa  founUins  from  which  flow  numerous  streams  of 
public  and  private  prosperity. 

Each  government,  moving  in  lU  appropriate  orbit, 
performing  with  ability  its  separate  functions,  will  be 
endeared    to  the  hearts  of  a  good  and  grateful  paopie. 

The  Suites  that  are  most  disposed  to  manofiictares, 
as  regular  occupations,  will  draw  from  the  agricultural 
Sutes  all  the  raw  materials  which  they  want,  and  not 
an  inconsiderable  portion  also  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  ;  while  the  latter  will,  in  addition  to  the  benefits 
which  they  at  present  enjoy,  always  command,  in 
peace  or  in  war,  at  moderate  prices,  every  speciM  of 
manufacture  that  their  wanu  may  require.  Should 
tbey  be  inclined  to  manufacture  for  themselves,  they 
can  do  so  with  success,  because  tbey  have  all  the 
means  in  their  power  to  erect  and  to  extend  at  pleas- 
ure manufacturing  establishmenU.  Our  wanu  being 
supplied  by  our  own  ingenuity  and  industry,  exporta- 
tion of  specie,  to  pay  for  foreign  manufactures,  will 
cease. 

The  value  of  American  produce,  at  this  time  ex- 
ported, will  not  enable  the  importers  to  pay  for  (be 
foreign  manufacture  imported.  Whenever  the  two  ac- 
counts shall  be  fairly  sUted,  the  balance  against  the 
United  States  will  be  found  many  millions  of  dollars. 
Such  is  the  state  of  things,  that  the  change  must  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  United  States.  The  precious 
metals  will  be  attracted  to  them  ;  the  diffusion  of  which, 
in  a  regular  and  uniform  current,  through  the  great 
arteries  and  veins  of  the  body  pohtic,  will  give  to  each 
member  health  and  vigor. 

In  proportion  as  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
depends  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  as  a  common 
basis,  will  it  increase  and  become  independent  of  those 
revolutions  and  fluctuations,  which  the  ambition  and 
jealousy  of  foreign  Govemrucnts  are  too  apt  to  produce. 
Our  navigation  will  be  quickened  ;  and  supported  as 
it  will  be  by  internal  resources,  never  before  at  the 
command  of  any  nation,  will  advance  to  the  extent  of 
those  resources. 

New  channels  of  trade  to  enterprise,  no  less  im- 
portant than  productive,  are  opening,  which  can  be  ae 
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d  only  by  a  wite  and  prudent  policy  appreciating 

ir  advantage. 

f  want  of  foresight  should  neglect  the  cultivation 


that  life,  would  suppress  any  disposition  to  that  sort  of 
industry.  But  theories,  how  ingeniously  soever  they 
may  be  constructed, — how  much  soever  they  may  be 


1  improveiient  of  them,  the  opportune  moment  may  made  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  symmetry  and  beauty 
fiost,  perh*j>s,  for  centuries,  and  the  energies  of  this  |  — are  no  sooner  brought  into  conflict  with  facta,  than 
iion  be  thereby  prevented   from   developing  them-  i  they  fall  into  ruins.     In  viewing  their  fragments,  the 

»e8,  and  f^om  making  the  l>oon  which  is  proffered  i  mind  is  irresistibly  led  to  render  the  homage  due  to 
Bf  trading  on  our  own  capital,  collisions  i  the    genius   and    taste  of  the   architects;   but  cannot 


If  own. 


Ith  other  n.itions,  if  they  be  not  entirely  done  away, 

|ll  be  greallS'  diminished 

CThis  nator'iil  order  of  things  exhibits  the  commence 


refrain  from  regretting  the  waste,  to  no  purpose,  of 

superior  intellects.      The  Western   States  prove  the 

fallacy  of  such  theories:  they  appear  in  their  growth 

■nt  of  a  ni»v  epoch,  which  promises  peace,  security,  '  and  expansion  to  be  in  advance  of  thought.     While  the 

|d  repose,  Uv  a  firm  and  steady  reliance  on  the  pro-  I  political  economist  is  drawing  their  portraits,  their  fea- 

'ce  of  agriculture ;  on  the  treasures  that  are  embosom-     tures  change  and  enlarge  with  such  rapidity  that  hife 

in  the  eaiyi;  on  the   genius  and  ingenuity  of  our     pencil    in  vain    endeavors  to  catch  their   expressions, 

P»nufactureit'  *nd  mechanics;  and  on  the  intelligence  i  and  to  fix  their  physiognomy. 

»' J  enterpn«<3  of  our  merchants.  I       It  is  to  their  advantage  to  manufacture,  because,  by 

The  Government,  possessing  the   intelligence  and  1  decreasing  the  bulk  of  the  articles,  they  at  the  same 
art  of  inii)ro>ing  the  resources  of  the  nation,  will  ,  time  increase  their  value  by  labor,  bring  them  to  mar- 
.rease  its  .v'hcient  powers,  and,  enjoying  the  confi-  ;  ket  with  less  expense,  and  with  the  certainty  of  obtain- 


[nce  of  tho^e  whom  it  has  made  happy,  will  oppose 

the  assail;«i;it  of  the  nation's  rights  the  true,  the  only 

nncible  a-^-^s,  the  unity  of  will  and  strength.     Causes 

lucing  w;ir  will  be  few.     Should  war  take  place, 

calamitoif'i  consequences  will  be  mitigated,  and  the 

ipenses  an-^  burdens  of  such  a  state  of  things  will  fall 

^th  a  weii^lit  less  oppressive  and   injurious  on  the 

kition.  T\</^  expenditures  of  the  last  war  were  greatly 
.creased  b^  a  dependence  on  foreign  supplies.     The 

Jices  incident  to  such  a  dependence  will  always  be 

Had  not  «^r  nascent  manufacturing  establishments 
^creased  iW.  quantity  of  commodities  at  that  time  in 
Jtf  mam',  the  .expenditures  would  have  been  much  great- 
i.  and  coniH'quences  the  most  fatal  and  disastrous — 
yiarming  e\rn   in   contemplation — would   have   been 
y.e  faleofQiis  nation.     The  experience  of  the  past 
loaches  a  le^^json  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  points  em- 
latjcally  toilhe  remedy.     A  wise  Government  should 
ed  its    aiFinonitions,  or  the    independence  of  this 
^ition  will  tit  exposed  to  "  the  shafts  of  fortune." 

The  comjfiittee,  keeping  in  view  the  interests  of  the 
'Ration,  canr^t  refrain  from  stating  that  cotton  fabrics, 


ing  the  best  prices.  Those  States,  understanding  their 
interest,  will  not  be  diverted  from  its  pursuit.  In  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  they  find  a  stimulus 
for  agriculture. 

The  manufacturers  of  cotton,  in  making  application 
to  the  National  Government  for  encouragement,  have 
been  induced  to  do  so  for  many  reasons.  They  know 
that  their  establishments  are  new  and  in  their  infancy, 
and  that  they  have  to  encounter  a  competition  with 
foreign  establishments,  that  have  arrived  at  maturity, 
that  are  supported  by  a  large  capital,  and  that  have 
from  the  Government  every  protection  that  can  be 
required. 

The  American  manufacturers  expect  to  meet  with 
all  the  embarrassments  which  a  jealous  and  monopo- 
lizing spirit  can  suggest.  The  committee  are  sensible 
of  the  force  of  such  considerations.  They  arc  con- 
vinced that  old  practices  and  maxims  will  not  be  aban- 
doned to  favor  the  United  States.  The  foreign  manu- 
facturers and  merchants  will  put  in  requisition  all  the 
powers  of  ingenuity  ;  will  practise  whatever  art  can 
devise,  and  capital  can  accomplish,  to  prevent  the 
American  manufacturing  establishments  from  taking 


iported  fr^iU  India,  interfere  not  Icsd  with  that  en-  i  root  and  flourishing  in  their  rich  and  native  soil.     By 


it 


>uragemei.<  to  which  agriculture  is  justly  entitled, 
^  \*n  they  iT*  with  that  which  ought  reasonably  to  be 
iiccorded  tu  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  wool.  The 
|Cw  materia^  of  which  they  are  made  is  the  growth  of 
|9)Jia,  and  of  a  quality  inferior  to  our  own.  The  fab- 
les themselves,  in  point  of  duration  and  use,  are  like- 
wise inferioj  to  the  substantial  fabrics  of  American 
^anufacturt-.  .Although  the  India  cotton  fabrics  can 
sold  for  .1  lower  price  than  the  .\merican,  yet,  the 
^ifTerence  iij  the  texture  is  so  much  in  favor  of  the 
American,  tLat  the  latter  may  be  safely  considered  aii 
'Hie  cheapest! 

jg  The  disU^icc  of  most  of  the  Western  States  from 
^le  ocean,  tae  exuberant  richness  of  the  soil,  and  the  \ 
lariety  of  it*  products,  forcibly  impress  the  mind  of  the 
t>mmittee  \jith  a  belief  that  all  these  causes  conspire 
encourag;'  manufactures,  and  to  give  an  impetus 
'rid  directivi  to  such  a  disposition.  Although  the 
"Vestern  Slates  may  be  said  to  be  in  Ihegrintle,  in  con- 
Implation  »•»"  that  destiny  to  which  they  are  hasten- 
J,  yet  the^roductjj  of  manufactures  in  those  States 
'e  beyond  .-very  calculation  that  could  reasonably  be 
>ade ;  conlrarj'  to  the  opinion  of  many  enlightened 
»d  virtuouf  men,  who  have  supposed  that  the  induce- 
^lents  of  afcnculture,  and  the  superior  advantages  of 


the  allowance  of  bounties  and  drawbacks,  the  foreign 
manufacturers  and  merchants  will  be  furnished  with 
additional  means  of  carrying  on  the  conflict,  and  of  in- 
suring success. 

The  American  manufacturers  have  good  reason*  for 
their  apprehensions — they  have  much  at  stake.  They 
have  a  large  capital  employed,  and  are  feelingly  alive 
for  its  fate.  Should  the  National  Government  not 
afford  them  protection,  the  dangers  which  invest  and 
threaten  them  will  destroy  all  their  hopes,  and  will 
close  their  prospects  of  utility  to  their  country.  A 
reasonable  encouragement  will  sustain  and  keep  them 
erect;  but  if  they  fall,  they  fall  never  to  rise  again. 

The  foreign  manufacturers  and  merchants  know 
this;  and  will  redouble  with  renovated  zeal  the  stroke 
to  prostrate  them.  They  also  know,  that  should  the 
American  manufacturing  establishments  fall,  their 
mouldering  piles — the  visible  ruins  of  a  legislative 
breath — will  warn  all  who  shall  tread  in  the  same  foot- 
steps, of  the  doom,  the  inevitable  destiny,  of  their  cs- 
tabli.'ihments. 

The  National  C;o\ernment,  in  viewing  the  disastrous 
eflTects  of  a  short-sighted  policy,  may  relent ;  but  what 
can  relenting  avail '  Can  it  raise  the  dead  to  life  ^ 
Can  it  give,  for  injuries  inflicted,  the  reparation  that 
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is  due?  Industry,  in  every  ramification  of  society,  will 
feel  the  shock,  and  generations  will,  as  they  succeed 
each  other,  feel  the  effects  of  its  undulations.  Dissat- 
isfaction will  be  visible  everywhere,  and  the  lost  confi- 
dence and  atfections  of  the  citizens  will  not  be  the  least 
of  the  evils  the  Government  will  have  to  deplore.  But, 
should  the  National  Government,  pursuing  an  enUght- 
ened  and  liberal  policy,  sustain  and  foster  the  manu- 
facturing establishments,  a  few  years  would  place  them 
in  a  condition  to  bid  defiance  to  foreign  competition, 
and  would  enable  them  to  increase  the  industry,  wealth, 
and  prosperity  of  the  nation  ;  and  to  afford  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  tithes  of  difficulty  and  distress,  whatever  it 
may  require  to  support  public  credit,  while  maintain- 
ing the  rights  of  the  nation. 

Providence,  in  bountifully  placing  within  our  reach 
whatever  can  minister  to  happiness  and  comfort,  indi- 
cates plainly  to  us  our  duty,  and  what  we  owe  to  our- 
selves.   Our  resources  are  abundant  and  inexhaustible. 

The  Ftand  that  .\rchimedes  wanted,  is  given  to  the 
National  and  State  Governments;  and  labor-saving 
machinery  tenders  the  lever — the  power  of  bringing 
those  resource*  into  use. 

This  power  imparts  incalculable  advantages  to  a 
nation  whose  population  is  not  full.  The  United  States 
require  the  use  of  this  power,  because  they  do  not 
abound  in  population.  The  diminution  of  manual 
labor,  by  means  of  machinery,  in  the  cotton  manufac- 
ture of  Great  Briuin,  was,  in  the  year  1810,  as  two 
hundred  to  one.  Our  manufactures  have  already 
availed  themselves  of  this  power,  and  have  profited  by 
it.  A  little  more  experience  in  making  machmes,  and 
in  managing  them  with  skill,  will  enable  our  manufac- 
turers to  supply  more  fabrics  than  are  necessary  for  the 
home  demand.  Competition  will  make  the  prices  of 
the  articles  low,  and  the  extension  of  the  cotton  man- 
ufactories will  produce  that  competition. 

One  striking  and  important  advantage  which  labor- 
saving  machines  bestow  is  tliis,  that  in  all  their  opera- 
tions they  require  few  men,  as  a  reference  to  another 
part  of  this  report  will  show.  No  apprehensions  can, 
then,  be  seriously  entertained,  that  agriculture  will  be 
in  danger  of  having  its  efficient  laborers  withdrawn 
from  Its  service.  On  the  contrary,  the  manufacturing 
establuhments,  increasing  the  demand  for  raw  mate- 
rials, will  give  to  agriculture  new  life  and  expansion. 

The  committee,  after  having  with  great  deference 
and  respect  presented  to  the  House  this  important  sub- 
ject, in  various  points  of  view,  feel  themselves  con- 
strained, before  concluding  the  report,  to  offer  a  few 
observations,  which  they  consider  as  being  immedi- 
ately connected  with  it,  and  not  less  so,  with  the  pres- 
ent and  future  prosperity  of  this  nation. 

The  prospecU  of  an  enlarged  commerce  are  not  flat- 
tering. 

Every  nation,  in  times  of  peace,  will  supply  lU  own 
wanU  from  its  own  resources,  or  from  those  of  other 
nations. 

When  supplies  are  drawn  from  foreign  countries, 
the  intercourse  which  will  ensue  will  furnish  employ- 
ment to  the  navigation  only  of  the  countnes  connected, 
by  tbeir  reciprocal  wants. 

Our  concern  does  not  arise  from,  nor  can  it  be  in- 
creased by,  the  limiution  which  our  navigation  and 
trade  will  have  prescribed  to  tliem,  by  the  peace  and 
apparent  repose  of  Europe. 

Our  apprehensions  arise  from  causes  that  cannot 
animate  by  their  effects.  Look  wheretoever  the  eye 
can  glance,  and  what  are  the  objecu  that  strike  the 


vision  ?  On  the  continent  of  Europe,  industry,  de- 
prived of  its  motive  and  incitement,  is  paralyzed ;'  the 
accumulated  wealth  of  ages,  seized  by  the  hand  of  mil- 
itary despotism,  is  appropriated  to,  and  squandered  on 
objects  of  ambition  ;  the  order  of  things  unsettled,  and 
confidence  between  man  and  man  annihilated.  Every 
moment  is  looked  for  with  tremulous,  anxious,  and  in- 
creased solicitude ;  hope  languishes,  and  commercial 
enterprise  stiffens  with  fear.  The  political  horizon  ap- 
pears to  be  calm,  but  many  of  no  ordinary  sagacity 
think  they  behold  signs  portentous  of  a  violent  tempest, 
which  will  again  rage  and  desolate  that  devoted  region. 
Should  this  prediction  fail,  no  change  for  the  better, 
under  existing  circumstances,  can  take  place.  Where 
despotism,  military  despotism,  reigns,  silence  and  fear- 
ful stillness  must  prevail. 

Such  is  the  prospect  which  continental  Europe  ex- 
hibits to  the  enterprise  of  American  merchants.  Can 
it  be  pos.«6ible  for  them  to  find  in  that  region  sources 
which  will  supply  them  with  more  than  seventeen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  balance  due  for  British  manufac- 
tures; this  balance  being  over  and  above  the  value  of 
all  the  exports  to  foreign  countries  from  the  United 
States.  The  view  which  is  given  to  the  dreary  pros- 
pect of  commercial  advantages,  accruing  to  the  United 
States  hy  an  intercourse  with  continental  Europe,  is 
believed  to  be  just.  The  statement  made  of  the  great 
balance  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  due  from  the  United 
States,  is  founded  on  matter  of  fact. 

In  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  are  gathered  together 
and  held  many  powers  which   they  have   not  been  ac- 
customed hitherto   to  feel   and   to  exercise.     No   im- 
proper motives   are  intended   to  be   imputed  to  that 
Government.     But  does  not  experience  teach  a  lesson 
that  should  never  be  forgotten,  that  Governments,  like 
individuals,  are  apt  "to  feel  power  and  forget  right?" 
It  18  not  inconsistent  with  national  decorum  to  become 
circumspect  and  prudent.     .May  not  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  be  inclined,  in  analysing  the  baitis  of  her 
political  power,  to  consider  and  regard  the  United  States 
as  her  rival,  and  to  indulge  an  improper  jealousy — the 
enemy  of  peace  and  repose  1      Can  it  be  pohtic,  in  any 
point  of  view,  to  make   the   United  States  dependent 
on  any  nation  for  supplies  absolutely  necessary  for  de- 
fence, or  comfort,  and  for  accommodation  ^      Will  not 
the  strength,  the  political  energies  of  this  nation,  be  ma- 
terially impaired,  at  any  time,  but  fatally  so  in  those  of 
difficulty  and  distress,  by  such  dependence'!  Do  not  the 
suggestions  of  wisdom  plainly  show  that  the  security, 
the  peace,  and  the  happiness  of  this  nation  depend  on 
opening  and  enlarging  all  our  resources,  and  drawing 
from  them  whatever  shall  be  required  for  public  use  or 
private  accommodation  ?     The   committee,  from    the 
views  which  they  have   taken,  consider  the  situation 
of  manufacturing  establishments  to  be  perilous.    Some 
have  decreased,  and  others  have  suspended  business. 
A  liberal  encouragement  will  put  them  again  into  op- 
eration with  increased  powers  ;   but  should  it  be  with- 
held they  will  be  prostrated.     Thousands  will  be  re- 
duced to  want  and  wretchedness.     A  capital  of  near 
sixty    millions  of   dollars   will    become    inactive,  the 
greater  part  of  which  will  be  a  dead  loss  to  the  manu- 
facturers.    Our  improvidence  may  lead  to  fatal  conse- 
quences.   The  Powers  jealous  of  our  growth  and  pros- 
perity, will  acquire  the  resources  and  strength  which 
this  Government  neglects  to  improve.     It  requires  no 
prophet  to  foretell  the  use  that  foreign   Powers  will 
make  of  them.     The  committee,  from  all  the  consider- 
ations which  they  have  given  to  this  subject,  are  deeply 
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iflAressed  witij  a  conviction  that  the  manafacturing 
«4f  oli*ii™enU  of  cotton  wool  are  of  reai  utility  to  the 
*V-ultural  ii^erest,  and  that  they  contribute  much 
[he  prosper^cy  of  the  Union.  Under  the  influence 
Jm«  convickon,  the  committee  l»«g  leave  to  tender 
[«ctfully,  \^lh  this  report,  the  following  resolution: 

olted,  'I^iat,  from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  June  j  deter"mined  in  the  negative-yeas  20,  nays  129,  as 
II,    in  heu  rof  the  duUcs  now  authorized   by  law,  t  fgHo^s :  ^  >       ^  i 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bateman,   Birdaeye,  Gaston,  Hop- 
kinson,  Ingham,   Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kent, 


"  aoDually.*'  and  by  strikin^r  out  from  the  third 
and  fourth  lines  the  followiog  words:  "for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  ;" 
thereby  proposing  to  render  the  direct  lax  a  per- 
manent, and  not  an  annual  one. 

And  the  question  thereon   belns  taken,  it  was 


^e  be  laid,  ^vied,  and  collected  on  cotton  goods  im- 
i«d  into  lh<'.  United  States,  and  Territories  thereof, 

any  iorer'in  country  whatever, per  centum 

ralorem,  bejog  not  less  than  cents  per  square 


Law,  Lovett,   Mills,  Milnor,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Pickering,  Sergeant,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Wendover,  and  WiUiam  Wilson. 
Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton,  Baer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett, 
Betts,   Birdsall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Ureckenridge,  Bng- 
ham,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burnside,  Burwell,  Cady, 
I?  beinj  itnended,    a   motion   was    made    by  |  Caldwell,   Calhoun,   Cannon,    Champion,    Chappell, 
AtherT(.v'<  further  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  |  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky, 
Ung  out  f(jpm  the  third  line  the  words  so  much  \  Comstock,    Condict,    Conner,   Crawford,   Creighton, 


THE  REVENUE. 

^be  House  took  up  the  bill  to  reduce  the  amount 
firect  tax  ^pon  the  United  States  and  the  Dis- 
of  Coiunibia.   for  the  year   1816;  and    the 


ad  from  jhe  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth   lines, 

following^  words  :  "as  lays  a  direct  tax  of 

millions  qjf  dollars,  for  the  year  1S16,  andf/r 

eding  yti^ra  f  and   by  adding  to  the  end  of 

Jsection    t|)e    words    following:    "'Provided^ 

rtheless.  ^^at  the  same  shall  be  in  ^"orce  su  far 

ay  be  necessary   to  complete  the  collection 

.e    direct'' tax  for  the   year   1815;"  thereby 

iosmg  a  to^al  repeal  of  the  act  imposing  a  di- 

"  tax. 

id  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 

rrained  ii^  the  negative — yeas   65,   nays  82, 

illows  :      i 

Aft — Mess|8.  Atherton,   Baer,    Barbour,  Baylies, 

Bradbur\\  Breckenridgf,  Brigham,  Brown,  Bry- 

[jady,  Canr^on,  Champion,  Ciiley,  Clarke  of  North 

,.lina,Claytiin,  Cooper.  Culpeper.  Edwards,  Golds- 

igh.  Hale, /lardin,  Hawcs,  Heister.  Herbert,  Hun- 

».Td,  Jackso^i,  Jewett,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King 

(orth  Carofpia,    Law.    Lewis.  Love,  Lyon,  .Mason, 

roy,  -McKei,  Moore,  Moseley,  Noyes,  Pams,  Pick- 

Pukin,   HpeeJ,  Rice,  Sheflfey,  Smith  of  Virginia, 

cford,  Steai",i8,   Strong,   Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart, 

.OM^ige,  Ta  il,  Thomas,  \  osc.  Ward  of  Massachu- 

Ward  of  New    Vork,   Webster,  Wheaton,  Wil- 

■  Wright,  a|id  Yancey. 

iiTs — Met-.-*.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
BjtiB'^O'  Benaett,  Betts.   Birilsali,  Birdseye,  Brooks, 
BWwnde,     Butweil,    Caldwell,    Calhoun,    Chappell, 
C'^fr  rf  Kentucky,  Comitock,  Condict,  Conner,  Craw-  ! 
*»k%  Creightor^  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Fomev,  j 
FA^th.Ciasto^.  Gold,  Goodwyn.Grilfin,  Hahn,  Hall, 
anaon,  Ingham,    Irving  of  New   York,   Irwin  of  | 
iftsyWania,  Johnson   of   Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  ' 
^rnaia.   Los»i|t,    Lowndes.    Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Maclay, 
'•ant.  McL-^n  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  .Mid-  | 
^n,  Mills,  .\JdiiOT,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  New-  | 
'  Ormsby,    'fickering,    Piper,  Pleasants,   Reynokls,  i 
'le,    Kober^n,    Root,    Ross,    Ruggles,  Sergeant,  ' 
^;ige,   Scherrk,   Smith    of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  , 
^.land,  Tayifor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
I  Telfair,  fjiroop.  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
•y,    VVcnJ{iver,    Whiteside,    Wilde,   W  iHoughby, 
Ij&taas    WiUIn,    WiUiam    Wilson,  Woodward,  and 

i(Hr,  PiciCf;<|i.NG  then  moved  further  to  amend 
tl2»»id  bill  t-y  inserting  in  the  second  line  of  the 
s«^od  sect ioil  after  the  word  ''  hereby."  the  word 

i 


ighton, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hahn,  Hale,  Hull,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Herbert, 
Hulbert,  Hungerford,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Lewis, 
Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Ma- 
son, Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  .Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pit- 
kin, Pleasants,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Root,  Ross,  Ruggles.  Savage,  Sharpe.  Shcffey,  Smith 
of  .Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate, 
Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas, 
Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster.  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde, 
Williams,  Willoughby,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yancey, 
and  Yates. 

Mr.  Lyon  then  moved  to  strikeout  the  second 
section  of  the  bill  ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mavbant  to  strike 
out  the  words  "three  miUioiu,^^  the  amount  of 
the  direct  tax  proposed  to  be  levied,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  '■  txco  millions ;"  and  the  ques- 
tion thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined  m 
the  negative — yeas  54.  nays  9(3,  as  follows : 

YsAS — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Baer,  Barbour,  BasseH, 
Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Can- 
non, Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Desha.  Edwards,  For- 
ney, Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hulbert, 
Hungerford,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
Mayrant,  McCoy,  .McKee,  .McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Reynolds, 
Rice,  Sharpe,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tate,  Taul,  Thomas,  Vose, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Williams.  Wright,  and 
V'ancey. 

Nats — .Messrs.  .Adgate,  .Archer,  .Atherton.  Baker, 
Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Belt*.  Birdsall.  Birdoeye, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Burnside,  Cady,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  For- 
syth, Gaston,  Gold,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hale, 
Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Irvmg  of  New    York, 
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Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jewett,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
Langdon,  Law,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle,  Maclay,  Mason,  .McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton, 
Mills,  Milnor,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setUs  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Reed,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Rug- 
gles Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Maryland,  Stearns,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge, Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Telfair,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Wallace, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover, 
Whiteside,  Wilde,  Willoughby,  William  Wilson, 
Woodward,  and  Yates. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which  was.  in  case  the  States  of 
Ohio  or  Louisiana  should  assume  their  quota  of 
the  direct  tax,  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  to 
collect  their  proportion  of  the  same  from  the 
purchasers  of  public  land  from  the  Government, 
notwithstanding  any  provision  in  the  contract 
between  the  United  States  and  the  States  to  the 
contrary.  This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  82. 
noes  45. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  to 
add  the  following  proviso  to  the  second  section 
thereof,  to  wit : 

"  Provided,  That  so  much  of  the  fortieth  section  of 
the  aforesaid  act,  passed  on  the  9th  of  January,  IS  15, 
as  authorizes  any  State  to  assume  and  pay  its  quota 
of  the  direct  tax,  is  hereby  repealed." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative.  The  question  was 
then  put,  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
106,  nays  46,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  .Adgate,  .Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton, Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall, 
Birdseye,  Blount,  Breckenndgc,  Brooks,  Burnside, 
Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina.  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Clendennin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darling- 
ton, Desha,  Edwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hawes,  Henderson, 
Herbert,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Pennsylvania,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyoni  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McKee,  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Newton,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Plea- 
sants, Powell,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root, 
Ross,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Shelfey, 
Smith  of  .Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carohna, 
Telfair,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wend- 
over, Whiteside,  Wilde,  Willoughby,  WiUiam  Wilson, 
Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Baylies,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brig- 
ham,  Brown,  Champion,  Cilley,  Davenport,  Golds- 
borough, Grosvenor,  Hale,  Heister,  Hopkinson,  Hul- 
bert, Jewett,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lovett,  Mason,  McCoy,. Mills,  .Moore  of  South  Carohna, 
Moseley,  Nelson  of  .Vlassachusctts,  Noyes,  Pickering, 
Reed,  Rice,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford, 
Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Tate,  Vose,  Ward  of  MassachusetU,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
W'illiams,  and  Wright. 


The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropria'ions  for  the  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  for  the  year  1816. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  fillup  the  blank,  for  this 
purpose,  with  $1,065  224— 

Mr.  Wright  opposed  this  amount,  and  pro- 
posed to  substitute  8500.000  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  De3ha  said,  although  he  should  vot« 
against  filling  the  blank  with  one  million  and 
sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  he  did  believe  that 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  was 
rather  under  the  mark,  and  was  in  hopes  that  the 
gentleman  would  modify  his  motion  from  five  to 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  suffi- 
cient to  answer  every  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Government  to  meet  its  engagements,  to  keep  up 
and  regularly  progress  in  manufacturing  arms  of 
every  description  necessary  to  meet  a  state  of 
war,  let  it  occur  when  it  would,  as  well  as  to  fia- 
ish  the  fortifications,  arsenals,  and  magazines, 
already  commenced,  and  construct  some  new 
ones.  Mr.  D.  said,  that  a  state  of  war  was  always 
a  stale  of  extreme  expense;  that  he  could  not  be 
charged  with  a  want  of  liberality  pending  the 
late  war,  in  refusing  to  grant  men  or  money,  or 
anything  that  was  necessary  to  insure  an  ener- 
getic and  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  He 
said  that  he  had  supported  everything  (inde- 
pendent of  expense)  that  was  calculated  to  nerve 
the  national  arm  and  give  it  vigor,  knowing  the 
people  would  not  hesitate  to  submit  to  any  priva- 
tions in  defence  of  their  rights.  They  gave  per- 
sonal service  cheerfully,  and  paid  taxes  willingly; 
and  the  war  terminating  happily  and  trium- 
phantly, is  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  valor  and 
native  energies  of  the  American  people  thaa 
management;  and  I  rejoice  to  think,  that  while 
this  native  energy  exists  in  the  American  char- 
acter, this  country  never  can  be  subjugated,  evea 
by  a  combination  of  despots,  independent  of  man- 
agement, or  who  may  be  at  the  helm.  The  war 
IS  now  over;  it  was  happily  terminated  ;  he  felt 
disposed  to  retrench,  to  curtail  our  expenses,  and 
lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people,  who  acted  so 
meritoriously  throughout  the  most  trying  difficul- 
ties. Enormous  expenses  necessarily  result  from 
a  state  of  war,  but  now  was  the  time,  not  only  to 
retrench  in  our  expenses,  but  lo  go  on  an  eco- 
nomical scale.  Although  the  people  submitted 
without  a  murmur  to  heavy  burdens  to  sustain  a 
state  of  war,  where  their  rights  were  involved, 
they  will  expect  those  burdens  to  be  measurably 
removed  in  a  time  of  peace ;  they  will  expect 
frugality  from  o#r  hands  instead  of  profusion, 
and  they  have  a  right  to  expect  it. 

Gentlemen  tell  you  that  one  million  and  sixty- 
five  thousand  dollars  is  necessary  to  fulfil  engage- 
ments entered  into  iu  relation  to  the  Ordnance 
department.  If  this  was  the  case  I  would  not 
hesitate  a  moment  to  grant  it.     I  hold  punciu- 
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a^/  to  be  essential   in   Governments  as  well  as 

iMiriduals.    There  is  not  a  man  in  this  House 

Wf^  would  g:)  greater   lengths   to   preserve  the 

cijiracter  of  tjie  nation  than  1  would,  or  prevent 

uMponor  froti  being  corapromitted;  but  if  gen- 

lW>en  woult^  cast  their  eyes  over  the  document 

was  this  ^morning  laid  on  their  tables,  they 

lid  discover  this  not  to  be  the  fact ;  they  would 

)ver  that  jt  requires  only  two  hundred  and 

;ty  thousand  dollars  to  meet  ihe  engagements 

he  Ordnajjce  department.     1  am   willing  to 

every  fa<rility  to  the  Ordnance  department. 

iif  the  onf  million  and   sixty-five   thousand 

irs,  as  coaiemplated,  was  to  be  appropriated 

jne  year  ofly,  I  should  not  hesitate  about  it; 

It  is  intended,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of 

;hi||bill.  as  ari^  annual,  a  permanent  regulation. 

aR  permanetit  regulation,  I  think  that  six  hun- 

Htft  thousand'dollars  would  not  only  be  an  am- 

pl*  but  a  lil-rral  appropriation.     It  would  not 

onj*  enable  Government  to  comply  with  its  en- 

";a  *menls,  bii.  finish  the  arsenals,  magazines,  and 

fofi^cations  i^at  have  been  commenced,  and  to 

confiruci  newV>nes  if  it  is  found  necessary.    Mr. 

D.  tid,  he  haJ,  not  as  much  confidence  in  fortifi- 

tiont  for   ihe  Oefence  of  our  extensive  coast  or 

as  some  gentlemen  appeared  to  have; 

ided  more  on  the  yeomanry  of  the  coun- 

ry.^nuer  proer  organization  and  discipline,  to 
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tinued  for  one  year,  to  meet  the  ordinary  or 
extraordinary  expense  incurred  by  the  late  ne- 
cessary but  expensive  war.  and  aid  the  Govern- 
ment in  settling  up  claims  for  property  lost  while 
in  the  service.  But  if  you  continue  to  go  on 
in  this  extravagant  style,  for  expensive  k)rtifi- 
cations,  expensive  armies,  expensive  and  exten- 
sive navies,  (further  than  a  moderate  increase, 
providing  gradually  for  the  defence  of  our  ports 
and  harbors,  to  expel  marauders  from  our  waters, 
and  give  a  reasonable  protection  to  our  com- 
merce.) you  will  have  to  lay  additional  burdens 
on  the  people;  yuu  will  have  to  increase  your 
present  taxes,  resort  to  a  new  system,  or  involve 
the  Government  in  a  lasting  national  debt.  But 
why  do  I  talk  of  economy  ?  The  expression  is 
unfashionable.  Expensive  establishments  are  the 
order  of  the  day.  It  would  seem  that  gentlemen 
have  not  taken  into  the  account  where  the  money 
is  to  come  from  to  support  such  high  notions. 
Gentlemen  certainly  have  not  reflected  that  it 
must  ultimately  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  They  will  let  them  know,  in  language 
perhaps  that  will  not  be  altogether  pleasant,  that 
both  them  and  their  extravagant  projects  must  go 
down  together.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered 
oflensive  to  say  that  in  the  districts  we  represent 
there  are  a  number  as  capable  of  judging  as  our- 
selves. They  will  scrutinize  our  acts,  and  when 
they  find  that  our  hands  bear  heavy  on  them,  they 
will  apply  the  corrective.  Mr.  D.  said  he  felici- 
tated the  gentleman  from  Georgia  on  his  happy 
facility  in  attaching  ridicule  to  everything  said 
that  did  not  comport  with  his  ideas  of  propriety. 
He  said  he  had  attended  closely  to  the  specimen  of 
eloquence  the  gentleman  had  favored  the  House 
with  on  this  occasion,  and,  agreeable  to  his  under- 
safety  aa3  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  liberty,    s  anding  of  it,  it  was,  in  substance,  simply  this 


frottliers  a 
he^'pendi 

lry;Jinder  .  ^  ^.._.,  ._ 

de^  foreign  powers  from  encroaching  on  our 
rig^is.  or  maknig  a  descent  on  our  territory,  than 
baAries,  fortii|ications,  or  even  such  a  standing 
ariiJ^  as  this  c  .tuntry  wijl  ever  be  willing  to  keep 
upjj^hile  the  people  retain  their  present  republi- 
caSbabits,  wljich  I  hope  will  be  while  time  lasts. 


ithstandfcg  the  good  old  doctrine  of  1798, 
a  well  or'-sanized   militia  is  the  bulwark  of 


hk"been  mear'urably  exploded,  and  the  predilec- 
tu»|is  so  stroiig  in  favor  of  armies  and  expensive 
esCblishments.  that  it  is  almost  unfashionable  to 
naljlion  militia,  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
(bC  the  rail'.tia,  under  a  proper  organization,  is 
n<V''D'y  '^le  cheapest,  but  the  stronges:  and  best 
W5<!s,  batteriev,  or  fortifications,  you  can  have  for 
efence  of  this  country,  as  well  as  the  most 
enial  witii  the  nature  of  our  Government 
the  habit*  of  the  people.  I  know  that  it  is 
ssary  to  l^eep  up  a  portion  of  regul.ir  forces 
ke  care  c^'  our  garrisons,  and  to  keep  them 
\  dilapiJa'^ng,  as  well  as  to  keep  our  arms  in 
u.  But  I|venture  tu  say,  without  fear  of  con- 
iction,  thai  our  little  Array,  according  to  the 
her  of  fo»ces,  is  the  most  expensive  in  the 
id.  I  hare  no  doubt  but  it  will  cost  the 
ernment  for  the  present  year,  independent  of 
"lillion  ai>d  sixty-five  thous.and  dollars  con- 
lated  by  ^his  bill,  for  the  Ordnance  depart- 
_  t,  nearly -five  millions  of  dollars.  What 
waj^ld  it  be  if  ^we  were  to  lay  asme  our  confidence 
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Ihatthf  Secretary  of  War  had  recommended  the 
appropriation  of  one  million  and  sixty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  Ordnance  department,  and  it 
ought  to  be  granted.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  the  high- 
est opinion  of  the  talents,  capacity,  integrity,  and 
purity  of  intentions  of  that  high  and  responsible 
officer,  but  he  had  too  much  confidence  in  his 
correct  Republican  principles  to  believe  that  the 
Secretary  wished  his  recommendation  to  be  bind- 
ing where  it  did  not  convince  the  reason.  As  a 
representative  of  freemen  I  certainly  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  exercising  my  own  judgment  on 
this -occasion,  as  well  as  all  others  that  are  laid 
before  me  for  examination  ;  and  I  do  believe  that 
we  are  going  on  in  a  degree  of  prolusion  not  war- 
ranted by  the  occasion.  I  do  believe  that  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  a  permanent  annual 
appropriation  for  the  Ordnance  department,  is  not 
only  ample,  but  liberal,  and  that  the  blank  in  the 
bill  ought  not  to  ie  filled  with  one  million  and 
I  sixty-five  thousand  dollars. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amount  report- 
e  raiiitia..^nd  increase  the  regular  forces  so  I  ed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  there  arose 

a  considerabledebatp  ;  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Gold3- 
BORouGii,  and  Mr.  King  of  Massachusetts  oppos- 
ing, and  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  For- 
syth, advocating  this  amount. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  the  appro- 


amount  rj  an  adequate  defence  and  strength 

ase  of  enfergencies  ?     Why,  it   would   ulti- 

ijj^ly  engulj^   this  country  in  ruin — it  would 

Daily  prostra'^i  its  liberties.     It  is  presumed  that 

rtion  of  i^e  direct  tax  will  have  to  be  con- 
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priation   formed  a   part  of  the  general  estimate  | 
for   the  War   Department,  and   nothing  but  the 
urgency  uf  the  case  had  induced  the  Secretary  of  | 
War  to  recommend   the  passage  of  a  separate 
law  previous  to  the  general  appropriation.     Mr. 
J.  said  he  could  not  have  anticipated  objections  ' 
to  the  bill,  after  its  objects  had  been  submitted  to 
the  House. 

Arsenals,  magazines,  military  depots,  ordnance  , 
stores  of  every  description,  and  munitions  of 
war,  were  considered  as  indispensable  to  the  se- 
curity of  every  nation,  in  peace  as  well  as  in 
war;  and  while  reasonable  objections  might  be 
urged  as  to  many  objects  of  expenditure,  in  this 
he  thought  there  should  be  but  one  opinion,  after  ' 
the  experience  of  the  late  war.  The  duty  of  the 
ordnance  corps  was  very  important  to  the  nation,  , 
and  the  present  provision  was  indispensable  to 
their  continued  and  successful  operation,  in  col- 
lecting public  properly  ;  in  finishing  the  arsenals 
and  magazines,  which  were  in  a  slate  of  pro- 
gression, and  the  haiid-;  now  employed  in  them  ; 
the  operations  of  the  public  armories  at  Spring- 
field and  Harper's  Ferry  ;  the  public  and  private 
cannon  foundries,  and  manulactories  of  small 
arms.  The  corps  of  ordnance  was  composed, 
he  said,  generally  of  valuable  officers,  scientific 
and  practical  men,  and  the  privates  were  me- 
chanics, enlisted  like  other  soldiers,  such  as  gun- 
smiths, wheelwrights,  blacksmiths,  and  carpen- 
ters, of  various  descriptions.  A  considerable  sum 
was  due  to  these  laborers  and  others,  employed 
in  finishing  these  valuable  works;  money  was 
due  for  the  materials  furnished,  and  tie  did  not  , 
suppose  thai  any  gentleman  would  vn>h  to  leave 
these  public  works  unfinished,  to  lose  the  money 
expended  on  them  ihat  others  might  be  built;; 
oor  did  he  suppose  any  wished  to  dismiss  these  : 
laborers,  or  dismiss  this  useful  corps. 

Besides  the  places  where  ar>enals  and  maga-  j 
zines  had  been  commenced,  other  sites  had  been 
fixed  upon  10  commence  and  create  others,  that  . 
the  United  States  might  have  their  own  military  ( 
depots  for  their  ordnance  stores,  cannon,  muskets,  ' 
Tides,   powder,    balls,    fixed    ammunition,   camp  ' 
equipage,  and    not    be    dependent   upon   private  I 
store-houses,  as  was  the  case  during  the  late  war, 
and  cost  the  Governmeui  near  $500,000;  nor  to 
let  Ihe  properly  injure  and  ruin,  alter  being  pur- 
chased, for  want  of  safekeeping.     He  staled  that 
the  positions  for  the  arsenals  and  magazines  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  United  Slates  had  been 
selected   with  a  view  to  any  future  war.     The 
position  was  secure  and  convenient ;  and  in  case 
of  successful  invasion,  such  would  be  the  con- 
struction that  the  military  depots  could  be  de- 
fended by  a  company   of  men  against  a  large 
force  ;  the   walls   were  to   Lie  cannon-proof,  and 
eighteen  feel  high,  and  defendable  on  every  side 
with  artillery. 

It  IS  necessary  that  ihi^  should  be  the  case,  as 
some  millions  of  properly  may  be  deposited  at 
one  of  these  military  depots  at  the  same  time. 
But,  independent  of  the  vast  sum  of  upwards  of 
$400,000  paid  m  a  war  of  less  than  three  years 
for  the  want  of  these  places  of  safer  deposite, 


the  expenses  of  extra  transportation  of  the  muni- 
tions of  war,  and  camp  equipage,  from  one  lo 
other  parts  of  the  United  States  (increased  ex- 
pense) could  not  amount  lo  less  than  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  lo  this  il  would  be  proper  lo  odd  the 
incalculable  consequences  which  did  result  oa 
on  many  occasions  for  want  of  cannon,  arms, 
ammunilioii,  camp  equipage,  medical  stores.  &c. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  what  different  results 
might  have  followed  a  well-digested  and  organ- 
ize I  system  of  an  ordnance  office,  some  few  years 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  war. 

But  this  appropriation  is  also  to  continue  the 
operations  of  the  armories,  public  and  private, 
now  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates ; 
and  il  is  to  be  presumed  that  gentlemen  do  not 
wish  tu  diminish  the  present  manufacture  of 
arms,  estimated  at  30.000  stand  annually  ;  more 
especially  as  it  is  said,  that  at  this  moment  the 
United  States  could  noi  muster  80.000  stand  of 
arms  fit  for  use.  The  third  object  of  the  appro- 
priation IS  to  enable  the  Government  lo  comply 
with  contracts  which  they  have  made  with  in- 
dividuals or  companies,  and  to  meet  existing  en- 
gagements, all  of  which  originated  during  the 
late  war.  and  with  individuals  who  had  failed  ia 
their  contracts  with  ihe  Government,  and  from 
advances  made  remained  in  debt  to  various 
amounts ;  and  to  secure  these  arrearages,  contracts 
were  renewed  with  these  individuals,  who  have 
been  compelled  to  give  good  security,  rather  than 
jeopardizethat  which  wasdue  to  the  United  Stales 
by  a  tedious  law  suil;and  in  many  cases  the  indi- 
vidual failed  without  any  fault  of  his  own,  from  the 
pressure  of  the  lime^.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  Government  pursued  the  wise  course  of  secur- 
ing such  ordnance  stores  as  could  not  be  dispensed 
with.  In  concluding  these  remarks,  Mr.  J.  said 
it  was  necessary  lo  stale,  that  in  relation  to  arse- 
nals, magazines,  timber,  dec,  the  appropriation  at 
a  subsequent  period  must  be  lessened,  as  these 
objects  of  expenditure  will  have  been  completed; 
and,  indeed,  as  we  increase  our  military  stores 
the  annual  appropriation  may  diminish,  but  it 
will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  make  annual 
appropriations  to  a  reasonable  extent  lo  manu- 
facture arms,  continue  to  improve  the  public  ar- 
mories, to  purchase  munitions  of  war,  military 
stores,  iuc. 

The  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  gives 
the  follow!  ig  estimate  (with  details)  of  the  ap- 
propriation he  deems  necessary  for  the  year: 

For  the   United   Slates  Armory  at  Spring- 
field         $165,793 

For  do.  at  Harpers  Ferry  -  •  -  172,054 
For  erecting  and  completing  arsenals,  de- 
pots, &c.,  as  prescribed  .  •  -  -  457,765 
For  timber  to  be  seasoned  ...  75,000 
For  coals,  steel,  iron,  materials,  &c.  -  -  79,000 
For  amount  of  existing  contracts  for  articles 

to  be  dehvered  in  1816,  viz  : 

For  gunpowder          .....  93,000 

Cannon  and  shot,  shells,  «Scc.      -         -         -  111,000 

Muskets  and  rifles      .         -         -         -         -  89,000 

Transportation  of  ordnance,  &c.         -         -  22,000 

It  was  00  the  one  band  coDtended,  the  amount 
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of  *ppropria:r"jn  proposed  was  extravagant,  un- 
de*ore5ent  cucumstancfs  entirely  too  large,  and 
caAulated  unnecessarily  to  burden  the  people 
w*J»out  adequate  object.  On  the  other  hand, 
ihf^tdvocater -jf  the  appropriation  pointed  to  the 


Mr.  Easton  presented  sundry  resolutions  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  o(  Missouri, 
upon  the  subject  of  land  titles  in  said  Territory.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Chappell.  from  the  Committee  on   Pen- 


■-- jp  -  .  "•     •"  -i'j"-r'"-'-'^"  ('"••■"-"  ■"  ""-         ^•»''  v^riArrti^i^,  iiuiii  iiic  v^uiuijuiiee  On   ren- 

ttems  of  the  'eport.  and  supported  the  policy  of  sions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  the  bill 
«u*orizing  iwe  proposed  expenditure  on  general  !  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the 
|)ri|ciples  of  ibrecast  and  providence.  ■  pensions  of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter  " 

Jhe  ijuestr'n  on   concurring  with    the   Cora-,  with  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and  the  first 
m«ee  was  d!-.:ided   in   the  affirmative— yeas  92.     thereof  was  di>a£reed  to;  when   the  said   report 
:  -IS  ..  f,.n«-c.  anj  ^ill  were  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Low.NDEs.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Malcolm,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Halloweli. 
On  motion   of  Mr.  Forsvth,  the  Naval  Com- 


ntL^  48.  as  foOows 

HfcAs— Mes»«.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer.  Baker, 
B5*.our,  Bassrlt,  Bateman,  Belts,  Birdsall,  Birdseye, 
BlSnt,  Brook«^Br>an.  Burnsidc,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
CAon.  Chaf»j»ell,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin, 
<^cp^tock,    Cc/iJict,  Crawford,  Creighton,   Cuthbert, 

Dajjn^ton.  EJ^ard.    Korney    Forsyth.  Gold,  Good-  ,       „.  .,x..  x-v.«»,  rw,  ...e  ..aval  uom- 

wy»  Gnffin.  H^hn,  Hanson,  Hardin  Hawes,  Hender-  i  mittee  were  instructed  to  imjuire  into  the  expedt- 
.orvjHopkin^.rtHulbcrtHungeriord.  Ingham.  Irving  lency  of  making  provision  lor  those  American 
t&l.    K  '  ^%^"'  ]^^rV'  '^T'^'^y'  Kerr  of  ,  .eamen,  who  weri  wounded,  and  for  the  w7dows 

'.olds,  Roaiie.   Robertson.  Root.   R««    .^,_.„."  «ee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 

into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  extending 
relief  and  certain  permissions  to  the  settlers  oo 
the  public  lands,  embraced  by  the  proclamation 

of  the  President  of  the  United   States,  dated  

day  of 1SI5  upon  such  reasonable  conditions 

as  will    not  prejudice  the  rights  and  interests  of 


Ke^J.olds,  Roa:ie,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Sergeant, 
''»*|*?<".  Sharpf, Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
SoiTuard,  TayUx  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
•io^^.Telfair,  TL.»»mas,  ThrooD,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward 
Otfflfew  York..  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover, 
Wtt,',  Wilkin, tWilliams,  Willoughby,'William  Wil- 

sorffWoodward}  Yancey,  and  Yates.  .     ^  o---    ....o 

J  .TOrs— .Mossfri.  Atherton,  Baylies,  Boss,  Bradbury,  '^*  United  Stales.  excepting"such  characters  an*d 
IJr^liienridge,  ..righam,  Brown,  Champion,  Cilley,  i  settlers  as  may  have  Used  any  violence,  or  made 
<ri5^on,  Cc>op.v,Culpeper,  Davenport,  Desha,  Gold*- I  any  resistance  to  the  authority  of  the  United 
horBigh,  Heutcf,  Herbert,  Jewelt,  Kent,  King  of  Mas-  '  States. 

s^eftsetts,  Lanjidon,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Mills,  Mil-  An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce 
r.otj.Mo8eiey,  \*l«on  of  Massachusetts,  Xoyes,  Pick-  I  the  amount  of  the  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
en, J   Reed,  R,,.e    Ruggles.  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Penn-    States  and  the  District  of  Columbia   for  the  vear 

ina»e,  late,  \  oae.  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  '  in  rprnmniif  ili«  Kill  t ,  -  r- ,  ^'- v^^ui  uiutcu 

W  Jaton,  Whib^ide,  WUcox,  and  Wright.  ,  Ho"     «nH  rhl  n  *  Committee  ol  the  whole 

UN        ■      J       .       .  ,  Mouse,  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon   it 

e  biU  wa^  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  |  was  determined   u,    the    negauve  ;   the  question 

was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  upon  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
"to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  While  and' 
Jacob  Wrighter:'*  whereupon  the  said  report  and 
bill  were  recommitted  to  the  said  committee. 


Wbe 


time  ti.rmorrow. 


W^D.NESDAY.  February  14. 

r.  BradbiIry  presented  a  petition  u(  sundry 
n»«jrtl»ants  an«i  inhabitants  of  Portland,  in  the 
DiQrict  of  Maftie.  complaining  of  the  loss  of  their 
&s»ries.  the  V^est  India  trade,  and  plaster  trade; 
a-a^suggesiin^  the  propriety  of  imposing  extra 
duas  on  fortjgn  vessel.s  and  merchandise  im- 
pend in  theni,^  coming  from  places  from  which 
ou,>'essels  areJexcluded.— Referred  to  the  Com 


„. „^„.      xv«.i<;iicu  lu  lue  v>um- 

e  on  Poretgn  Affairs. 
.  RLGGLEJk  presented  a  petuionof  a  conven- 
^  ately  heht  id  the  couaty  of  Norfolk,  in  the 


WEST  LNDIA  TRADE. 

Mr.  Blrwell  moved  the  following  motion  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 

directed  to  inform  the  House  whether  discriminating 

duties  are,  at  this  time,  levied  in  ports  of  the   United 

a,I?»      rSV  ■;  T '  "'  -"..«.«.  ,u   lue  j  ^^'^s,  on  British  vessels  amung  from  the  West  Indie«, 

at;j|p   ot    .MasAchusels,   praying   that   the  mails  I  =^"J  l**!*"  with  West  India  produce." 

tuiw:  not  be  opfned  or  transported  on  Sundays — ,       Mr  Rr-Hun  i    voi.i   k..     u      i  i  tr 

H3!rre.   ,0  u|.  C„.„.,„ei  „„  ,he  Po.  Office  !  .™i';k^^rrwr  ^^p^t^^'lifr.  ^et'luT.^S^ 

.    I  he  was  satisfied  they  would  not  be  required.     The 
ted  a  petition  ol  Lewis  I  petitions  offered  to  the  House   had  given   much 


ifliSt^ost  Roaifi:. 

■  .^.  HoPKi.NJ^o.N  presen 

11 


I5n»rs  and  W^liam  Zeigler,  praying  the  aid  and 
ppt^oage  of  Cfingress  in  carrying  into  execution 
ar^dfcovery  wif.ch  they  have  lately  made,  of  pro- 
(^i]pig  light  frcfm  the  gas  of  stone  cual.— Referred 
tp  :|^;>srs.  Hof^iNsoN.  CoNDiCT.  and  Hawe^s. 


importance  to  the  subject,  and  he  was  convinced 
tney  had  taken  a  view  of  it  not  entirely  correct. 
The  petitioners  seemed  to  state,  that  they  have 
to  struggle  against  the  impediments  thrown  in 
their  way  by  the  British  colonial  policy,  without 
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any  countervailing  .idvantages,  in  our  own  ports. 
Unless  he  misunderstood  the  provisions  of  the 
late  convention,  an  equality  of  tonnage  duty  and 
imposts  upon  the  cargoes,  had  been  confined  to 
vessels  coming  from  the  British  European  posses- 
sions, and  goods  the  product  of  those  possessions; 
the  existing  laws,  applicable  to  foreign  trade  and 
pro<luce.  were  enforced  against  the  British  colo- 
nial trade.  This  seemed  the  natural  construction, 
and  he  had  little  doubt  the  instructions  from  the 
Treasury  Department  to  the  collectors  were  con- 
formable to  it  ;  if  they  are  not.  the  House  should 
be  informed.  According  to  existing  laws,  all  ves- 
sels coming  from  the  Brtish  West  Indies,  are  sub- 
ject, until  the  30th  of  June,  to  ten  per  cent,  dis- 
criminating duty  in  favor  of  American  vessels, 
and  the  tonnage  duty  of  two  dollars  laid  by 
that  act;  after  that  period,  to  the  same  di.scrimi- 
nation  upon  an  advan<*e  upon  the  old  duties  of 
forty-two  per  cent.  These,  said  Mr.  B.  are  im- 
portant advantages,  and  such  as  will  operate  fa- 
vorably in  competition  with  British  navigation 
in  our  own  ports.  Should  any  other  arrangements 
become  necessary,  they  should  be  left  with  the 
treaty-making  power,  to  which  it  naturally  be- 
longed, and  It  was  fair  to  suppose  it  would  receive 
the  most  proper  attention.  Under  any  view  of 
the  subject,  the  House  should  know  officially  the 
extent  to  which  the  laws  in  force  operated,  to  es- 
timate justly  the  additional  provisons  required  by  ' 
the  state  of  that  trade. 

Mr.  Bbadbury  expressed  his  assent  to  the  res- 
olution, but  wished  it  modified  so  as  to  embrace 
all  the  British  colonies. 

It  was  replied  by  Mr.  Burwell,  that  the  amend- 
ment would  be  verbal  and  not  substantial,  as  the 
operation  of  the  convention  on  the  existing  rev- 
enue laws  upon  the  British  West  India  posscvsions, 
would  equally  apply  to  all  their  colonies. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

ORDNANCE,  «Scc. 

An  engrossed  bill, entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
was  read  the  third  tiiue,  and  passed — yeas  107, 
nays  46,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall, 
Birdseye,  Blount,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Burnside,  Burwell, 
Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards,  Forney,  For- 
■yth,  Gaston,  Glasgow,  Griffin,  GrosTcnor,  Hahn,  Hall, 
Hammond,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hopkinsoo, 
Hulbert,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle, 
Maclay,  Mason,  .Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  .McLean  of  Ohio,  .Vliddleton,  Moore,  New- 
ton, Onnsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants.  Powell, 
Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross.  Sergeant, 
Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Thioop, 
Townsend,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wdde, 


Wilkin.  Williams.  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  WiJ- 
liam  Wilson.  Woodward,  and  Yancev. 

Nats— Messrs.  Atherton,  Baer.  Baylies,  Boss,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Bngham,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Goldsborough,  Hale, 
Jewett,  Kent,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon.  Milnor,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
Massachuseits,  Noyes,  Pickering,  Reed,  Rice,  Kuggles, 
Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford,  Steams, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate, 
Vote,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
Wilcox,  and  Wright. 

The  House  again  resolved  it*elf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  privaie.s  of  the  volunteers 
and  militia,  who  have  been  killed  in  battle,  died 
in  service,  or  of  wounds  received  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  by  the 
Committee  in  discussing  various  amendments  to 
the  details  of  the  bill.  Before  the  subject  was 
finished,  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment  arrived — 
when  the  Committee  ro.'-.e.  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  a^ain. 


Thcrsdav,  February  15. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Mississippi, 
praying  that  the  members  of  the  Convention 
proposed  to  be  held  in  said  Territory,  to  form  a 
constitution,  may  be  apportioned  among  the  coun- 
ties, according  to  the  white  population  in  each. — 
Referred  to  ttie  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri.  requestin<r 
that  measures  may  be  adopted,  with  respect  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  in  said  Territory,  claimed 
by  the  Shawanese  and  Delaware  Indians. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  ihe 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petiiion  of 
the  trustees  of  the  V'lncennes  University,  which 
was  read,  when,  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  confirm- 
ing the  titles  of  certain  purchasers  of  land,  who 
purchased  from  the  Board  of  Trustee.s  for  the 
Vincennes  University  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBEHT30N  also  reported  a  bill  relating  to 
settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Chappell.  from  the  Conimitlee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  Chief  of  the  Sen- 
eca tribe  of  Indians  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Chappell.  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  with 
amendments  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  White.  Jacob  Wriehter.  and  others, 
soldiers  in  the  late  army.     The  House  consumed 
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me  in  settling  the  amount  of  pensioti  to 

ftd   ijie  persons  named,  whose  cases  ex- 

d  DO  littlj  interest  from  having  been  severely 

unded  an3  entirely  disabled  tn  the  late  war  ; 

*T  which  $ie  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 

ossed,  aijd.  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  third 

t^ie. 

he  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
di  the  Coijimissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Of- 
transmi'jing  an   estimate  of  the  number  of 
ts  of  land  io  which  rij^hts  of  pre-emption  have 
n  grantecfi;  also  a  statement  of  the  difference 
the  amoutvi  of  money  received  for  lands  sold  at 
Ltlic  and  atiprivate  sale;  which  were  referred 
he  Corantettee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
The  SpeakIer  also  laid  before  the  Hou-e  a  lel- 
l^frora  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which 
iv-  nnexed  a  statement  of  the  valuation  of  lands, 
,  and  dwejjing  houses,  and  slaves,  made  under 
act  laying  a  direct  tax,  in   pursuance  of  the 
uiion  of  ^he  18ih  instant;  which  was  read 
5|  ordered  tj  lie  on  the  table, 
message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
t^(   the  Senile   insist  on  their  disagreement  to 
tlil  amendm<?nts,  proposed  by  this  House,  to  the 
errung  the  convention  lo  regulate  the 
jnierce  be4ween  the  territories  of  the  United 
Les  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,"  and  agree  to 
conference  asked  by  this  House,  and  have  ap- 
'uted  managers  on  their  part. 
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'he  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
)f  the  Wljple,  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
)u  for  military  services  during  the  late  war. 
motion  c^ade  yesterday  by  Mr.  Cannon,  to 
ie  out  the  3J  section  of  the  bill,  which  pro- 
is  a  bount«|  of  land  to  the  deranged  officers  of 
late  armyjstill  under  consideration, 
^iis  moiio*  produced  a  discussion  which  oc- 
iled  nearly  ^he  remainder  of  the  day. 
■  r.  JouNSi<N,  of  Kentucky,  said,  he  had  ex- 
[ed  some  ojiservaiions  in  favor  of  the  bill  from 
jr  member^,  and  he  had  wailed  in  that  expec- 
tai«r  n  until  ihj;  question  was  about  to  be  put  lo 
lh*«Coiumilie^;  but  as  objections  had  been  made 
to^me  of  thtt  sections,  he  considered  it  his  duty 
bmil  sonje  views  for  the  consideration  of 
Re  whose  duty  it  was  to  decide  upon  the  expe- 
^cy  of  measures  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
5ee  for  iheir  sanction.  Two  leading  objections 
been  made  lo  the  second  section  of  ihe  bill, 
|ch  proposes  a  donation  in  land  to  the  officers 
^le  late  ari^y  who  were  deranged  by  ihe  con- 
soMation  of  ijegimeols  during  the  war.  and  who 
wySt  dismisses)  the  service  on  the  15th  of  May, 
'^f^<  by  the  a|:t  reducing  the  army  from  sixty- 
thousand  <o  ten  thousand  men,  after  the  ter- 
ilion  of  tje  war  on  the  17th  of  February, 
First,  rt  is  alleged  that  we  have  not  em- 
red  the  soljiers  as  well  as  the  officers.  Every 
(iber  in  thjs  House,  and  every  citizen  out  of 
Mght  to  kii<)w  that  we  have  already  provided 
Itie  soldier'.of  the  regular  array,  both  in  land 
at"^  in  money  j  every  soldier  of  the  regular  army. 
»t  .is  honorable  discharge  from  the  public  service, 


was  entitled  to  either  one  hundred  and  sixty,  or 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  the 
retained  bounty  of  twenty-four  dollars,  according 
to  the  terms  of  enlistment.     In   addition  to  thi*, 
the  soldier  was  clothed  and  fed,  received  his  eight 
dollars  per  month,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, besides  the  retained  bounty  of  twenty-four 
dollars;  and  in  all  such  cases  where  the  soldier 
dies  in  the  service,  whether  by  wounds,  or  disease, 
or  accident,  his  heirs  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  provision  to  which  he  was  entitled,  although 
be  might  have  died   the  next  day  after  entering 
the  service  ;  and  as  some  of  these  regular  soldiers, 
under  eighteen  years  and  over  forty-five,  had  not 
the  right  lo  the  bounty  land,  we  have  in  this  bill 
intended  to  give  them  and  their  heirs  the  same 
provisions  in  land  and  money  bounty  ;  thus  ii  was 
the  very  first  care  of  the  Military  Commiitee  to 
see  the  faithful  soldier  provided   for  in   conse- 
quence of  his  faithful  services.     The  faithful  sol- 
dier deserved  all  this  for  his  toil  and  suffering; 
and  in  case  of  wound?,  to  this  add  the  provision 
of  a  pension  for  life.    The  land  and  bounty  alone, 
to  which  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war  are  entitled, 
will  amount  to  at  least  ten  million  of  acres.    Un- 
der this  view,  can  we  reasonably  oppose  the  pro- 
vision of  land  and   bounly  to  the  officers,  which 
will  not  amount  to  one  million  of  acres,  because 
we  make  no  farther  provision  for  the  soldier  ?    If 
that  objection   be  a  good   one,  why  not  offer  an 
amendment   to   embrace   the  soldier?     No  such 
proposition  has  been  made,  because  we  must  be 
governed  by  our  capacity  and  not  our  inclinations; 
our   bounty  should    be   equally  dispensed    lo   the 
officer  and  soldier,  and  not  extend  to  one  aid  and 
comfort  and  refuse  it  to  the  other;  and  if  gentle- 
men oppose  a  measure  of  bounly  where  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  ;  a  much  greater  opposition 
and  more  rational  would   have   been   made  lo  a 
measure  proposing  relief  where   a   liberal   relief 
had  been  granted.     Liberality,  as  well  as  justice, 
has  its  equal  scaler,  and   in   a   national  point  of 
view  impartiality  in  one  is  as  important  as  in  the 
other.    We  must  therefore  consider  this  objection 
as  cutting  both  ways,  operating  equally  against 
the  officer,  as  to  the  proposed  bounty,  and  as   to 
the  soldier  against  any  additional  provision.    The 
second  objection  arises  from  its  limitation  to  the 
officers  of  the  regular  army  ;  in  other  words,  that 
the  provi.sion  does  not  embrace  the  sea  fencibles, 
the  rangers,  the  militia,  the  twelve   months  and 
eighteen  months'  volunteers,  who  were  engaged 
in  the  late  war,  who  would  amount   to  at°least 
three  hundred  thousand  men,  which  would   re- 
quire at  least  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land,  which 
at  two  dollars  would  amount  to  one  hundred  mil- 
lion of  dollars — a  sum  almost  equal   to  the  na- 
tional debt  now  due  of  the   Revolutionary  war 
and  of  the  late  war.     The  Military  Committee 
had  a  difficult  task  to  perform.     If  their  feelings 
and  affections  could  have  had  the   sole  influence 
in  their  decision,  the  present  provisions   would 
have  fallen  far  short  of  iheir  wishes.     In  the  dis- 
charge of  the  important  dunes  which  devolved 
upon  them,  they  were  compelled  to  consult,  first 
their  own  reason,  judgment,  and  conscience  ;  sec^ 
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ondly,  the   feelings,  the  opinions,  and  wishes  of 
Congress,  as  far  as  they  could  be  ascertained; 
thirdly,  the  wishes,   the  feelings,   the  honorable 
sentiment  of  the  nation,  and  the  just  expectations  ' 
of  the  parly  concerned.    It  could  not  be  forgotten, 
that  at  ihe  last  session  of  Congress  a  proposition  ; 
like    the    present   passed    the   House,   after  very  ; 
warm  opposition,  and  was  finally  rejected  in  the 
Senate;  ue  had,  therefore,  to  look  at  practicable  I 
results,  which  always  fall  short  of  what  we  would  ! 
desire  to  do,  and  it  was  much  to  Ke  regretted  that 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  ihe  committee  to  rec- 
ommend more  effectual  measures  of  relief  for  the 
officer  and  soldier  of  every  description.     The  ca- 
pacity and  condition   of  the  country  were   also 
consulted  and  kept  in  mind — the  various  heavy 
demands  against  it,  and  the  great  amount  of  un- 
liquidated claims  which  mustW  paid  as  soon  as 
settled  ;  ihus  limited  in  the  discharge  ol  gratitude 
to  those  who  have  served  us  s«  faithfully,  it  is  lo 
be  lamented  thai  we  should   \)e  divided  on   the 
subject.     We  can  easily  ascertain   the  number  of 
dismissed  and  deranged  officers.     Mr.  Johnson 
said  he  had  the  official  statement;  al.out  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  field  and  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred regimental  officers  had  been  dismissed.    And 
because  we  could  not  extend   lo  three   hundred 
thousand  men  a   bounly  in   land,  was   it  a   good 
argument   against   a   bounty   to  these?     Mr.   J. 
said  the  people,  or  in  other  words,  the  militia, 
have  never  claimed  such  bounty  ;  ihey  have  never 
expected  such  bounty  ;  they  would  object  to  such 
a  prodigal  waste  of  public  lands,  which  would  be 
thrown  into  the  market  in   such  quantity  as  lo 
lessen  its  market  value  lo  a  cent,  and  millions  of 
acres  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  rich  specula- 
tors. 

Capital  and  fortune  might  be  benefitted  by  such 
a  course,  but  not  the  private  soldier;  and  such 
serious  encroachment  upon  the  national  domain 
would  very  much  lessen  the  resources  of  revenue 
from  the  sale  of  public  lands ;  the  consequence  of 
which  would  be  additional  taxation.  The  im- 
practicability of  the  measure  prevented  a  propo- 
sition of  the  kind,  and  the  acquiescence  of  all  in 
this  sentiment  is  tested  by  a  failure  in  any  mem- 
ber to  propose  such  amendments  as  will  embrace 
these  cases. 

But.  in  ihe  discussion  ol  the  subject,  a  compari- 
son had  been  drawn  between  the  miliiia  and  the 
regular  army.  Comparisons  were  often  odious, 
and  distinctions  invidious.  On  this  occasion  there 
was  no  necessity  for  either,  because  the  question 
of  merit  was  not  involved.  If  so,  he  would  say 
that  both  had  performed  their  duty  faithfully, 
honorably,  gallantly.  The  battles  of  Maguago, 
of  Talapozie,  of  Chippewa,  of  Bridgewaler.  the 
defence  of  Fort  Sandusky,  the  sortie  from  Fort 
Erie,  and  New  Orleans,  all  proved  thee  qual  and 
corresponding  merit  of  the  militia  and  regular 
army;  several  of  which  battles  were  ^  bloody 
and  as  well  fought  as  the  great  battle  of  Zama, 
according  to  numbers,  between  two  among  the 
greatest  Generals  in  ihe  world — Hannibal  and 
Scipio  Africanus.  The  Roman  legions  were  in 
part  veterans  ;  Hannibal  had  his  mercenaries,  al- 


though some  were  raw  troops;  Carthage  being  a 
commercial,  rich  nation,  had  no  militia,  but  main- 
tained a  mercenary  army  ;  which  army,  at  the 
close  of  the  first  Punic  war,  involved  Carthage  in 
a  mosl  bloody  civil  war  for  four  years;  in  which 
Hamilc^i,  the  father  of  Hannibal,  at  the  head  of 
the  population  of  the  country,  totally  defeated  and 
destroyed  il — a  remarkable  instance  of  the  effect 
of  union  and  zeal  in  a  people  who,  without  having 
been  trained  lo  arms,  could  subdue,  conquer,  and, 
indeed,  annihilate  the  most  powerful.  di>ciplined, 
veteran  army.  And  the  cause  of  this  war  arose 
from  the  demands  of  the  army  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  first  Punic  war.  and  Carthage  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  comply  with  them.  No  such 
views  have  entered  into  the  bosom  of  the  Amer- 
ican Army  ;  no  corps  has  ever  given  the  least 
evidence  of  disaffection.  A  few  individuals  have 
clamored  in  the  newspapers  as  to  the  reductioa 
of  the  army,  and  particularly  as  to  a  failure  in 
Congress  lo  make  some  provision  or  donation 
which  misht  discharge  the  debt  of  gratitude  and 
justice.  Bui  this  was  the  enjoyment  of  a  right 
to  express  our  sentiments,  and  in  our  country  al- 
together harmless;  and  even  this  course  was  dis- 
approved by  a  great  majority  of  the  army. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  did  not,   however,  approve  of 
such  a  course;  it  had  a  tendency  to  injure  and 
create   prejudice  against  a  regular  army,  without 
a  corresponding  benefit.     For  he  held  as  a  fun- 
damental principle  in  a  free  Government,  that  the 
reduction  of  an  army  should  always  be  made 
without  regard   lo  the   number  of  officers  who 
wished  to  be  retained  ;  and,  he  said,  he  was  for 
the  reduction  lo  ten  thousand  men  ;  and  he  con- 
sidered Congress  entitled  to  more  credit  and  merit 
in  that  act  than  would  be  given  lo  them  by  the 
present  generation.     But,  after  having  said  this, 
he  considered  these  principles  as  operating  with 
double  force  on  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
to  make  some  reasonable  provision  for  those  who 
have  been  dismissed  the  service  of  iheir  country, 
and  who  have  fought  and  bled  for  us.     For,  let  it 
be  recollected,  that  no  regular  armv  was  ever  ac- 
tuated by  the  same  pure  motives  of  love  of  coun- 
try, love  of  liberty,  desire  of  honest  fame,  and  also 
have  contributed  their  just  share  in  fixing  upon  a 
rock  our  independence,  against  which  the  wide 
billows  of  the   tempestuous   ocean  may  beat  in 
vain.     It  has  been  truly  said,  that  the  militia  did 
not  expect  bounty  in  land  ;  of  course,  none  has 
been  offered;  but  there  is  a  provision,  for  which 
the  militia  has  called;  they  have  demanded  it  of 
us,  and  we  have  complied  with  their  wishes — 
have  gratified  their  expectations— we  have  report- 
ed a  provision  to  extend  half-jjay  for  five  years  to 
the  widows   and   children  of  the    rangers,   sea- 
fencibles,  twelve  and  eighteen  months'  volunteers, 
and  the  militia  of  the  different  States.     This  pro- 
vision they  expected,  and  this  provision  has  been 
sanctioned  ;  and  at  the  end  of  five  years,  should 
(hat  provision  be  considered  inadequate,  Congress 
has  the  power  to  extend  it.     This  provision  is 
not  confined  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  were 
killed  in  battle,  died  of  wounds,  but  extended  lo 
all  who  may  have  died  in  service  in  any  other 
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♦ay,  and  to«those  who  may  hare  died  on  their 
ay    home, 'after    being   dismissed    the   service. 
itliout  suc^  a  measure  as  this,  the  militia  would 
)t  have  been  satis6ed  ;  with  it,  they  cannot  be 
Jssatibfied.  'This  very  prorision  is  doing  more 
r  the  militja  than  the  donation  propo^hi  to  the 
^missed  off'.cers  ;  and  this  question  might  be  left 
th  safety  (o  the  people  themselves — to  the  mi- 
;ia — and  thiey  would  not  hesitate  to  demonstrate 
',eir  liberality,   their   honorable  feelings.      The 
ople  are  tenerous,   magnanimous,   brave,  and 
->j>t.     But,  It*ok  to  the  extent  of  this  provision  in 
ififvor  of  the  (iiilitia.     It  looks  to  every  part  of  the 
"tion,  and  embraces  every  part  of  our  extended 
^ntier.      It  contemplates   every   battle   fought 
ring  the  w^r,  and  it  provides  for  sickness  and 
ease.  )    -^' 

The  Statetof  Ohio  may  look  to  Hull's  surren- 
i%f.  the  battle  of  Brownstown.  (Sec;  Kentucky, 
ttthe  Nor^h^vestern  array,  the  river  Raivin,  the 
two  sieges  oj[  Fort  Meigs,  Colonel  Dudley's  de- 
t,  (Sec;  Virginia,  to  Hampton.  Norfolk,  Ac; 
ryland,  ti  Baltimore  ;  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
ia,  VermLnt.  to  the  Niagara.  Plattsburg,  &c.; 
nnecticutitu  Stonington.  tScc. ;  Tennessee,  to 
various  slilendid  victories  over  the  Creeks,  at 
w  Orlean*  dec;  and  all  other  States,  without 
<ng  into  dttail,  according  to  their  sufferings  and 
ses.  Is  tl)<s  nothing?  Is  it  nothing  to  Ken- 
ky  that  yiu  embrace  the  case  of  the  widow  of 
f^lonel  Joha*Allen.  whose  worth  was  well  known 
-|,is  pure  asi-a  sun-beam — and  who  had  left  a 
li^ue  as  impKrishable  as  our  libertie?  ;  the  widow 
c|[the  unfortunate  Major  Graves,  whose  memory 
v*fls  dear  to  ins  country  ;  the  widow  of  the  gal- 
IfSi  Hart,  oC  the  determined  Hickman,  and  ail 
tt'se  gallant  |sons  of  the  West  who  died  in  their 
ntrv's  cai^se,  leaving  behind  widows  or  chil- 
n?  As  n^uch  as  this  is  to  Kentucky,  so  is  it 
qsi  represj-nlation  of  the  case  of  every  other 
rte.  as  to  tieir  losses. 

The  bill  dies  not  neglect  the  militia.     Mr,  J. 
J,  no  mantcould  suppose  he  felt  indifferent  to 
militia,  i^hatever  may  be   the   merit  of  the 
itia.     In  t)me  of  war,  it  is  important  that  the 
ughts  shofflld  be  as  light  as  is  consistent  with 
national  '^ecurity;  and  to  make  the  draughts 
ight  as  possible,  inducements  must  be  held  out 
ncrease  tl^e  regular  army.      The  good  of  the 
}l!>«ple  requiifs  this  imperiously.     This  also  jus- 
tj&d  that  bounty  in  land  and  money  which  was 
gHen  to  the  ■  egular  soldier,  and  not  to  the  mili- 
tW    Ot  thisT^  heard  no  complaint;  and.  although 
M^*raade  no  /promise  to  the  officers  of  land  boun- 
iwhe  obligacjion  is  not  lessened  to  do  it.  if  we 
Ilk  they  deirve  it.     It  will  have  great  influence 
future  eif  ergency.     Nor  is  it  any  argument 
inst  it,  thit  we  could  always  get  officers  for 
Army;  b  «t  this  presents  an  additional  argu- 
u  in  Its  ffvor,  provided  patriotism  be  worth 
..  Jarding.     Xot  is  it  sufficient  to  say,  that  some 
d.Jiot  deserv*  our  bounty.     It  is  enough  thai  we 
kaw  the  faC;  that  a  great  majority  of  the  offi- 
cA  deserve  iSore  than  we  propose  to  give  them 
btthisbill.     f 


is  generally  admitted  that,  with  the  most  rigid 
economy,  they  had  to  call  upon  their  own  funds, 
or  upon  paternal  kindness,  for  pecuniary  aid  ;  and, 
as  soon  as  an  officer  entered  the  regular  army,  he 
had  to  give  up  every  other  prospect — his  pursuits 
his  family  connexions.     It  did  not  happen  to  the 
same  extent  with  those  who  entered  for  the  term 
of  six  months.     In  reducing  our  army  to  10.000, 
it  was  well  known  that  efficient  men,  both  in  body 
and  in  mind,  were  generally  retained;  of  course, 
those  who  had  ruined  a  constitution  by  hard  ser- 
vice;    those   who    had   served    ten,   fifteen,  and 
twenty  years,  and  advanced  in  life;  the  wounded 
officer  wanting  an  eye,  a  leg,  or  an  arm.  were  dis- 
missed ;  such  men  have  some  claims  upon  their 
country.    The  memorable  Congress  of '93,  which 
closed  the  Revolution,  gave  half-pay  for  life  to 
the  officers,  or  five  years  whole  pay.     This  bill 
proposes  only  a  donation  in  land.    Much  has  been 
said  upon  the  subject  of  preparing  for  war  in  time 
of  peace.     In  a  Republic  large  standing  armies 
cannot  be  maintained,  nor  other  expensive  esiab- 
lishments;    the  means   uf  preparation    must    be 
cheap,  but  effectual.     If  so,  the  bill  under  debate 
would  be  a  strong  mea>ure  of  preparation;  prep- 
aration which  would  give  moral  power,  physical 
power,  arid  intellectual  power.     Moral  power,  by 
such  illustrious  examples  of  honor,  virtu-^.  grati- 
tude, and  justice — physical,  by  uniting  all  hearts 
and  ail  hands  in  support  of  a  Government  inspir- 
ing  such   confidence — intellectual,  by  extending 
the  means  of  support  and  cultivation  lo  the  indi- 
gent and  distressed.     The  true  maxim  in  a  Re- 
public will  ever  remain — that   the  militia  is  the 
palladium  of  our  rights,  the  ultimate  reliance  in 
the  storms  of  adversity.     With  this  maxim  there 
is  another  principle  no  less  correct,  that  the  militia 
are  valuable  in  the  first  moments  of  war,  until 
regular   troops  can   relieve  them   from   garrison 
duty,  long  and  distant  campaigns;  this  was  the 
universal  sentiment  of  the  people  during  the  late 
war.  and  such  will  their  sentiments  continue  to 
be;  it  is  their  interest  that  it  should  be  so. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  had  omitted  one  important  con- 
sideration, which  should  have  great  influence  in 
inducing  Congress  to  extend  this  land  bounty  to 
the  deranged  and  dismissed  officers.  The  Array 
of  the  United  States  was  constituted  upon  prin- 
ciples, and  composed  of  materiaLs,  differing  from 
the  regular  armies  of  ancient  or  modern  times. 

In  looking  into  history  we  should  find  that  the 
armies  of  Alexander,  in  the  invasion  of  Asia;  of 
Hannibal,  in  the  invasion  ot  Italy;  of  Cxsar,  in 
the  invasion  of  Gaul  and  Britain,  and  of  all 
others,  the  mercenary  troops  were  devoted  lo 
their  leaders,  and  these  leadecs  repaid  their  devo- 
tion by  rapine,  plunder,  and  often  with  the  lands 
of  the  conquered  country.  But  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  were  devoted  to  their  country  ;  no 
chieftain  could  influence  them  to  turn  their  arms 
against  it*;  nor  do  they  expect  to  be  paid  for  their 
devotion  to  their  country  by  plunder — by  sacking 
villages  and  towns.  They  receive  no  sDch  re- 
ward  ;  they  are  actuated  by  no  such  inducement ; 
they  have  no  such  expectations  ;  they  receive  no 
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as  ordinary  pay  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ; 
nor  do  they  expect  anything,  except  from  our 
gratitude  and  justice.  The  reasonable  expecta- 
tions of  such  men  ought  not  to  be  disappointed  ; 
It  is  a  pity  that  more  cannot  be  done  for  them. 

The  duties  of  the  Military  Committee  have 
been  increasing  in  number  and  in  importance 
since  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake ;  however  ar- 
duous and  important  those  duties  may  have  been 
at  any  time,  they  were  not  of  more  difficulty  than 
those  which  have  devolved  upon  the  committee 
at  the  present  session  ;  and  such  will  always  be 
the  case  at  the  termination  of  a  war.  So  va- 
rious were  the  expectations  of  different  classes  of 
individuals;  so  various  the  duties  resulting  from 
the  claims  of  those  different  classes;  so  difficult 
to  discharge  those  great  duties  which  look  with 
discernment  to  the  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  to  that  portion  of  it  which  has  claims 
upon  U-.  In  this  situation,  the  committee  endea- 
vored to  embrace  the  cases  of  all  who  were  en- 
titled to  consideration,  without  injury  to  the  Re- 
public, In  this  view  df  the  subject  we  did  not 
confine  ourselves  to  the  late  war.  l)Ut  extended 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  surviving  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution,  who  are  unable  lo  gain 
a  livelihood  by  labor,  and  those  of  the  late  war 
who  are  so  disabled  as  to  be  unable  to  maintain 
themselves.  The  committee  reported  a  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  a  corps  of  invalids;  for 
the  wounded,  a  pension  ;  for  the  widows  and  or- 
phans, half-pay  for  five  years;  for  the  dismissed 
and  deranged  officers,  a  bounty  in  land  These 
provisions,  if  carried  into  effect,  will  relieve  much 
distress,  alleviate  much  sorrow,  bind  up  the  broken 
hearted,  and  administer  to  them  the  healing  balm 
of  affection.  The  regular  soldier  has  his  money 
and  land  bounty — his  widow  and  children  the 
same  provision  in  case  of  his  death.  For  the  offi- 
cer and  soldier  of  the  regular  army  and  militia, 
who  have  lost  their  vouchers  by  captivity  or  un- 
avoidable accident,  u  provision  is  here  recom- 
mended, giving  equitable  powers  of  adjustment 
to  the  War  Department ;  and.  as  measures  of  pre- 
caution and  emciency.  we  have  recommended  a 
general  and  division  staff,  that  wilt  make  our 
forces  efficient  in  the  field  ;  and  a  Military  Acad- 
emy, to  diffuse  military  instruction  throughout 
the  United  States. 

.Mr.  J.  said,  the  formation  of  a  national  charac- 
ter was  of  great  importance  ;  every  nation  has  a 
character  ot  some  sort — mixed  or  positive  in  its 
kind.  A  character  for  all  the  virtues — of  liber- 
ality, of  generosity,  of  magnanimitv.  of  gratitude, 
of  justice,  of  wisdom  ;  or  it  may  be  positive,  of 
the  opposite  qualities  and  attributes — of  parsi- 
naony,  of  ingratitude,  ot  injustice,  of  ignorance  ; 
or  mixed,  combining  a  part  of  the  virtues  that 
exalt,  and  part  of  the  virtues  that  degrade  the 
human  character.  On  the  pre.sent  occasion  it 
would  be  discovered  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
were  neither  prodigal,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  par- 
simonious on  the  other.  In  measures  of  Slate  we 
should  avoid  extremes. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  would  not  inquire 
whether  we  had  promised  to  provide  for  the  widow 


and  orphan,  or  make  donations  to  the  officer;  a 
tender  father  never  stops  to  inquire  whether  he  is 
bound  by  contract  to  aid  and  relieve  a  worthy  son ; 
□or  does  a  manof  noble  feelings  inquire  whether  he 
is  bound  by  contract  to  extend  the  hand  of  assist- 
ance to  a  friend  in  di>tre6s.  The  Government 
contracted  no  legal  obligation  ;  it  acted  wisely  in 
not  doing  it.  It  was  wise  to  be  free  lo  act.  as 
circumstances  would  warrant.  This  is  no  argu- 
ment, however,  against  the  bill.  It  will  reflect 
more  honor  upou  Congress  lo  give  where  it  is 
meriied,  without  legal  obligation.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  we  did  not  know  bow  ihe  army 
would  act;  we  have  ibeir  conduct  now  before  us, 
and  we  approve  it.  If  individual  cases  should  be 
selected,  as  has  been  done,  lo  depreciate  the  claims 
of  the  army,  it  should  be  recollected  that  the 
same  might  be  done  of  all  associations  of  men  ; 
and  It  is  lo  be  regretted  that  we  should  indulge 
prejudices  against  men  who  have  generally  acted 
so  well,  and  that  jealousy  should  be  excited  be- 
tween the  army  and  miliiia.  The  praise  of  the 
army  should  not  be  considered  as  censure  of  the 
militia,  nor  well-earned  praise  of  the  militia,  as 
lessening  the  claims  of  me  army.  With  these 
views,  ihe  hope  is  indulged  that  the  bill  will  pass 
wiihoQl  material  amendment. 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK  said,  this  was  a  subject  upon 
which  much  might  be  said  on  each  side,  by  gen-- 
ilemen  uf  learning  and  eloquence.  It  is  one.  said 
he.  on  whicli  my  mind  has  labored  with  consider- 
able anxiety.  Possessing  only  very  limited  claims, 
sir,  to  either  of  these  valuable  accomplishments, 
I  mu^t  content  myself  with  glancing  at  some  ot 
the  reasons  which  will  influence  ray  conduct 
upon  ihiB  occasion. 

Mr.  C.  said.  I  early  imbibed  a  respect  for  the 
patriot  soldier.  He  possesses  qualities  of  mind 
which  challenge  and  receive  my  admiration  and 
esteem.  Forsaking  the  hallowed  shades  of  do- 
mestic happiness,  lie  courts  the  danger,  toils,  and 
privations,  incident  to  his  profession.  His  best 
days  are  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country. 
His  health,  his  blood,  and  his  life,  are  nobly  sac- 
rificed upon  the  altar  of  the  public  weal. 

This  respect,  so  early  imbibed,  has  strength- 
ened wiih  succeeding  years.  I  feel  all  its  force 
in  contemplating  the  officers  of  the  late  army;  I 
believe,  in  general,  they  deserve  well  of  their 
country  ;  I  rejoice  that  they  merit,  and  receive, 
the  meed  of  her  applause.  They  have  exhibited 
a  degree  of  fortitude  and  intelligence  not  sur- 
passed in  any  age  or  nation;  and  they  have  es- 
sentially contributed,  under  the  auspices  of  Heav- 
en, to  the  speedy,  honorable,  and  beneficial  issue 
of  Ihe  conflict,  from  which  the  nation  has  recently 
emerged. 

Mr.  C.  said  it  can  scarcely  be  imagined  that  I 
am  actuated  in  ihe  vote  I  am  about  to  give,  by  an 
apprehension  ihai  the  iale  war  was  unjust  or  un- 
necessary ;  for  although  I  have  not  been  in  the 
habil  of  presenting  my  views  upon  this  subject  in 
elaborute  speeches,  nevertheless,  the  votes  1  have 
uniformly    given    upon    questions        '-    '       ' 


calculated    to 


promote  ihe  military  service,  abundantly  evince 
my  ideas  of  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  late 
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ar.     Wh»*e  I  lamented  the  imperioas  necejjsity 
hich  deniiindeJ   its  declaration.  I  conceived  it 
)rced  upckft  us  hy  the  injustice  and  rapacity  of 
>e  enemy      Hence,  sir,  I  have  ever  deemed  it 
ly  duty,  a-  a  member  of  this  honorable  body,  to 
vigorate  ^he  national  arm,  by  furnishing  to  (be 
^overnmertt  the    means  of  humbling   and  van- 
•^uishmg  oiir  foes;  of  vindicating  the  honor  and 
4    )ter»*st  of  ,«ne  nation,  and  of  placing  them  upon 
firm  and  stable  foundatioo. 
Mr.  C.  s»id.  what  induced   the  officers  to  enter 
je  servicej?     What   multiplied    the  number   of 
ndidaies  |or  military  office,  to  an  extent  beyond 

tiat  which*u  wa-»  proper  to  gratify  and  employ  ? 
answer,  r^r,  patriotism,  the  love  of  fame,  and 
le  laudabke  desire  of  rendering  benefit  to  the 
^untry.  L  has  been  said,  that  military  glory  is 
Sie  pay  of  %  soldier.  Does  justice  require  those 
3onations?»  No  sir.  Has  the  Government  failed 
perform*  its  engagements  with  the  officers? 
las  It  sub^'cled  itself  to  the  imputation  of  bad 
ith  ?  Sii|  no  such  thing  exists,  no  such  preten- 
on  has  b;'en  suggested  ;  the  Government  has 
riclly  adhiered  to  the  requisition  of  those  laws 
virtue  «  which  they  solicited  and  received 
eir  comt^issions.  They  have  had  an  opportu- 
«ty  to  mai^fest  their  love  of  country,  and  to  ren- 
ex  her  hoiiurable  .service  in  the  exercise  of  their 
Hjtary  talents.  They  have  received  pretty  am- 
e  pecuniary  compensation,  (especially  the  su- 
•rior  officers.)  and  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of 
ctory,  wii'h  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the 
tion.         4 

Mr.  C.  s,.id,  does  sound  policy  demand  these 
•nations?*'!  think  not.  sir.     I   am  aware  that 
'^e  may  be  exhorted    by  honorable   members    to 
aospurt  ourselves  in   imagination   to  a   period 
hen  we  ir^Jiy  be  again  engaged  in  a  conflict  of 
ms  with  c&i  enemy  ;  a  conflict  similar  in  char- 
ter to  thaWihrough  which  we  have  lately  passed 
defence  oi  our  dearest  rights ;  in  defence  of  the 
ry  attribuj^es  of  ^overeiguty.     We  may  be  told 
at,  at   a   {period  no  eventful,  we   may  solicit  in 
in  the  htj-oes  of  the  country  to  wear  our  com- 
jssion,  an^  to  fight  our  battles.     They  will  be 
terred  fro*n  entering  our  service,  from  the  illib- 
ality  whi^h  the  history  of  our  conduct,  in  rela- 
on  to  the  deranged  officers,  will  disclose,  should 
IS  section. be  rejected. 

Sir.  1  do  :iot  believe  that  such  a  stale  of  things 
'■Jlill  ever  occur.     Real  vision,  in  my  judgment 
ill  never  behold  this  fanciful  picture.     History 
ill   record  that  we   have  complied   with  every 
gal  and  njaoral  obligation  imposed  on  us  in  ref- 
rence   to   ihese   deranged   officers.     Have    they 
een  woun^Jed  ?  we  inscribe  their  names,  as  in- 
^lid    offict»fs,  on    the   roll  of  pensioners  of  the 
nited  StjH^es.     Have  officers  been  slain  in  bat- 
'?  we  gr,»nt  a  grituity.  for  a  term  of  years,  to 
Fieir  legal  Representatives.     Sir,  without  advert- 
|ig  to  all  tlje  provisions  upon  this  subject,  suffice 
to  say,  tiiat  history  will  proclaim  the  justice 
}ad  munifi.ence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  reifird  to  the  Array.     Thus,  sir,  the  pe- 
lOd,  I  appryhend,  will  never  arrive  when  men  jf 
^ilitary  tai;nts  and  heroic  cast  of  character,  in 

I        { 


sufficient  numbers,  cannot  be  found,  proud  to 
wear  your  uniform,  courting  your  service,  and 
ready  to  rally  round  the  standard  of  the  country 
in  the  hour  of  trial.  An  honorable  sense  of  duty, 
and  an  ardent  and  long  cherished  attachment  to 
those  eternal  principles  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty, guarantied  to  us  by  our  excellent  political 
institutions,  will  be  among  the  powerful  motives 
which  will  secure  forever  to  the  Government 
their  besi  services  and  affection. 

Mr.  Chairman,  invidious  distinctions  are  in- 
volved in  this  section,  to  which  I  am  opposed. 
It  excludes  from  its  benefits  the  most  meritorious 
class  of  the  Army.  Those  officers  of  the  Army 
who  are  retained  in  service  are  not  embraced  by 
this  provision  ;  and  yet  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that 
many  of  them  have  rendered  more  service  to  the 
country,  and  have  stronger  claims  on  her  bounty 
than  those  who  have  been  deranged. 

At  the  reduction  of  the  Army,  when  a  selec- 
tion of  officers  was  made  for  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment, we  may  naturally  conclude  that  regard  was 
had,  in  some  measure,  tc^lhe  respective  merits  of 
the  officers  composing  the  late  army.  Hence, 
sir,  the  imperfection  ot  this  system  is  manifest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  reason  have  we  to  dis- 
criminate in  this  way,  between  the  regular  and 
militia  officers  of  the  late  army.  Have  not  the 
latter  displayed  military  genius  and  devotion  to 
their  country?  Have  they  not  rendered  her  sig- 
nal services,  and  performed  many  noble  and  gal- 
lant achievements?  They  certainly  have,  sir; 
in  this  exists  no  difference  of  opinion.  Witfi 
what  justice  or  propriety,  then,  can  we  withhold 
from  them  this  boon?  Sir,  the  names  of"  these 
brave  and  patriotic  officers  thicken  on  my  recol- 
lection. I  could  mention  a  Shelby,  a  Porter,  and 
many  others,  if  it  were  proper  to  name  them  in 
this  place,  equally  deserving  the  benefits  of  this 
section,  as  the  deranged  officers  of  the  regular 
army.  Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  has  reminded  us,  that  we  grant 
land  to  privates,  and  asks,  why  we  withhold  it 
from  officers?  Sir,  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  the  pecuniary  compensation  afforded  a 
private,  and  an  officer.  Besides,  by  the  (erms  of 
your  contract  with  the  private  soldier,  when  he 
entered  the  service  you  promised  him  land;  no 
such  contract  exists,  no  such  promise  was  made 
in  relation  to  the  officers.  The  same  gentleman, 
when  speaking  of  the  advantages  extended  to  the 
militia,  with  a  view  to  do  away  the  imputation 
that  the  deranged  officers  of  the  regular  army 
are  the  favored  objects  of  our  partiality,  remarked, 
that  we  place  the  militia,  when  wounded,  on  the 
pension  list.  Sir,  this  privilege  is  common  to 
militia  and  regulars;  and,  therefore,  cannot  be 
adduced  to  justify  the  distinction  to  which  I 
have  adverted. 

But  my  estimable  friend  from  Kentucky  com- 
plains of  our  turning  the  deranged  officers  upon 
the  world  without  the  means  of  support.  Sir, 
when  the  people  have  no  business  for  their  public 
servants  to  perform,  when  the  necessity  which 
induced  their  official  elevation  ceases  to  exist,  it 
is  just  and  proper  they  should  retire  to  private 
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life;  of  this  practice  no  one  can.  of  right,  com- 
plain. We  maintain  no  sinecures  in  this  Repub 
lie.  Mr.  Chairman,  from  the  best  reflection  I 
have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  subject  of  this 
section,  I  am  induced  to  believe  it  ought  not  to 
be  adopted.  If,  however,  it  shall  obtain,  I  hope 
its  benefits  will  be  confined  to  captains  and  subali- 
ero8.  Thus,  sir,  I  am  constrained,  from  a  sense 
of  duty,  to  oppose,  upon  this  occasion,  the  wishes 
of  my  honorable  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee,  with  whom  I  am  generally 
happy  and  proud  to  act  in  concert. 

Mr.  Taul  said  :  Though  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  section  of  the  bill  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  is  impolitic,  and  of  course  ought  not 
to  pass,  I  confess  that  I  distrust  my  own  judg- 
ment, when  It  is  difl'erent  from  that  of  any  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House.  The  mem- 
bers composing  those  committees  are  selected  for 
their  capacity  and  particular  knowledge  of  the 
business  to  be  referred  to  them.  Those  selections 
have  been  judiciously  made.  The  standing  com- 
mittees have  a  double  responsibility  on  them. 
Hence  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  every  measure, 
f)efore  it  is  reported  to  the  House,  undergoes  a 
very  nice  scrutiny.  Those  committees  have  de- 
servedly great  weight  in  the  investigation  and 
decision  of  sucn  questions  as  may  have  come  be- 
fore and  been  decided  on  by  them.  In  opposing, 
therefore,  any  measure  recommended  by  them, 
you  have  to  encounter  "  fearful  odds"  indeed. 

In  addition  to  the  supportgiven  to  this  measure 
by  the  Military  Committee,  it  has  also  received 
the  support  of  an  honorable,  highly  respectable, 
enlightened,  and  consequently  influential  member 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith.) 

In  opposing  the  proposed  donation  of  lands  to 
the  disbanded  officers,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  I  have  no  idea  of  detracting  t'rom 
their  merits.  They  stand  high  in  my  estimation. 
They  have  the  richest  reward  in  the  nation's 
treasury — its  thanks,  its  gratitude. 

But,  sir,  is  it  to  the  regular  army  exclusively, 
or  the  officers  commanding  it,  that  you  are  in- 
debted for  the  splendid  victories  achieved  during 
the  late  war? — for  your  present  high  standing 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth?  Much,  very 
much,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  performed  by  the  mi- 
♦  litia ;  yes,  the  militia,  that  was  once  considered 
the  bulwark  of  the  nation  ;  but  which  some  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  consider,  at  this  time,  worse  than 
nothing.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  make  any  in- 
vidious comparisons;  I  shall  not  say  that  this 
was  done  by  the  militia,  that  by  the  regular 
army. 

But  I  must  be  pardoned  in  directing  your  at- 
tention back  to  the  Fall  of  1813.  What  was  the 
situation  of  this  country  then,  and  the  state  of 
the  public  mind  and  feelings  of  the  people  ?  Dis- 
aster had  succeeded  disaster  in  such  rapid  succes- 
sion, that  this  nation  was  literally  clad  in  mourn- 
ing, was  covered  with  sackcloth  and  ashes  ;  every 


face    was 


pa 


le  ;   the  highest-minded   and    most 


sanguine  in  this  nation  was  bowed  down  ;  noth- 
ing but  the  brilliant  achievements  of  your  gallant 
tars  on  the  water  prevented  you  from  sinking 


into  the  lowest  depths  of  despair  and  desponden- 
cy. From  what  quarter  did  the  first  ray  of  hope 
beam  upon  you?  From  the  Northwest — Ken- 
tucky's venerable  chief,  at  the  head  of  her  volun- 
teer militia,  in  the  capture  of  the  British  Army 
under  Proctor,  and  the  dispersion  of  the  Indians 
with  iheslaughter  of  tlieir  favorite  leader,  brought 
you  relief.  Despair  and  despondency  disappeared 
like  an  unwelcome  guest.  Confidence  and  hope 
succeeded.  Bonfires  and  illuminations  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  evidenced  the  change 
produced  by  the  gallant  deeds  of  your  militia. 
The  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  your 
Military  Committee  (Mr.  Joh.nson)  knows  well 
their  merits.  He  has  commanded  them;  he 
has  fought  and  bled  with  them.  As  the  com- 
mander of  a  militia  corps,  he  has  rendered  signal 
services  to  his  country  ;  and  should  the  occasion 
require  it,  will  doubtless  do  so  again.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  enumerate  instances  of  the  gallant 
achievements  of  your  militia.  The  plains  of 
New  Orleans  will  be  a  lasting  monument  to 
their  fame,  their  worth  and  usefulness. 

But,  says  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts,   (Mr.   Conner.)   for  whom  I    have 
the  highest   personal  respect.  General  W^ashiog- 
ton  pronounced  during  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, that   the  militia   under  his  command  had 
been    prejudicial,   instead   of  serviceable,  to   the 
country,     General  Washington  spoke  of  the  het- 
erogeneous,  discordant,  unorganized,  and  undis- 
ciplined militia   of  that  day.     His  various  com- 
munications   to    Congress   during   the    time   he 
administered  the   Government,  will  demonstrate 
that  he  considered  the  militia  the   nation's  best, 
surest,  and,  I  may  say,  only  defence.    His  anxiety 
to  have   the   militia  properly  organized,  armed, 
and  disciplined,  is  manifested  in  all  his  commu- 
nications to  Coiigress  on  the  subject.     The  same 
honorable    gentleman    (Mr.    Conner)    has    re- 
ferred us  to  the  military  operations  in  India,  as 
an  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the   position 
which  he  has  assumed.     In   that  country  he  has 
informed  you  that  an  army   of  fifty  or  an  hun- 
dred thousand  men  has  been   put  to  flight  by  a 
few  thousand  British  troops.     I  must  be  permit- 
ted to  flatter  myself  that  the   American  militia 
are  something  superior  to  the   Hindoo;  if  they 
are  not,  it  is  high  time  we  were  looking  out  for 
some  other  dependence  than   the  militia.     Sir,  if 
your  militia  are  not  capable  of  defending  them- 
selves, of  fighting  their  own  battles — it  they  are 
not  fit  materials  tor  soldiers,  they  are  not  fit  for 
citizens;  it  is  time  they  were  subjects.     Gentle- 
men seem  to  have  misunderstood  the  ground  of 
opposition  to  the  proposed  donation   to  the  dis- 
banded officer.     Sir,  it  is  not  because  your  militia 
officers  are  not  included ;  I  will  not  say  that  the 
militia  officer  would  not  accept  anything  of  the 
kind,  which  the  Government,  in  the  plenitude  of 
its   liberalUy,  might  bestow;   but   this   much    I 
will  say,  that  he  ought  not. 

Sir,  if  suffering  is  to  be  rewarded,  you  should 
begin  with  the  noncommissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  militia.  Comparatively  speaking, 
the  situation  of  the  officer  during  the  late  war 
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jlasenviablj.  the  situation  of  the  soldier  wretched, 
■i-plorable.  *  I  would  not  makea  donation  of  land 
■  the  office^,  without  making^  a  similar  donation 
"  the  soldijfr;  and  I  do  not  think  either  entitled 
it.  I  dolbt  the  rio[ht  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Inited  Stages  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  the 
iiblic  landi.  It  has  been  too  common  a  practice 
.^der  almost  all  governments  to  reward  a  few  at 
j|ie  expensetof  the  man)-.  Let  us  not.  if  poysible. 
nil  info  thji  error.  If  we  are  to  exercise  our 
tfiarity.  letws  find  fit  objects;  for  ill-directed  i)r 
jjiisplaced  cjarity.  is  worse  than  no  charity  at  all. 
i  Hitherto  Jihe  Congress  of  the  United  States 
jl.as  provide^  only  for  the  widows  and  children 
Ij^'such  ofticyrs  as  may  have  been  killed  in  bat- 
fte.  The  humane  and  laudable  object  of  this  bill 
1^  :o  make  provision  for  the  widows  and  children 
•^  such  non, commissioned  otficers  and  privates 
may  ha;it'  died  in  your  service.  It  is  worthy 
i^reai  and  ynagnanimous  people.  The  best  feel- 
Tfs  of  the  ijuman  heart  must  be  enlisted  in  their 
Jror  ;  I  thefefore  regret  that  the  proposed  bounty 
^-  the  disbaiided  officers  should  be  ushered  mto 
Jl's  House  .ID  company  with  the  claim  of  the 
"kjKlow  and  J)rphan.  They  stand  on  very  differ- 
^t  ground.*  It  is  contended  that  the  disbanded 
5|6cers  werf  taken  from  lucrative  professions, 
:^^)m  profitable  agricultural  and  commercial  pur- 
^its.  that  tieir  business  has  been  deranged  and 
>.tanot  be  resumed  to  advantage.  Sir.  o'lie,  two. 
|i^  three  yea/s'  service  will  not  disqualify  a  man 
fe|r  the  pursuits  of  civil  life.  The  disbanded  offi- 
^r  who  ca-inot  resume  his  civil  pursuits  was 
^fil  to  be  honored  with  a  commission;  the  coun- 
4^  IS  under' no  obligation  to  support  him.  The 
^ritorious  rJisbanded  officer,  in  resuming  basi- 
jjhis,  will  Lave  considerable  advantages  over 
'^bers  in  tht  same  line  of  business;  his  military 
••'♦vices  wiM  have  enlisted  the  sympathies  of  the 
people  on  h)s  side,  and  consequently  command 
iheir  frieod^ihip  and  support.  Pass  the  section 
ij^f;  the  bill  ^ow  under  consideration,  and,  my 
yifird  for  it  your  militia  is  disgusted,  great  vio- 
VP«ce  will  ;je  done  to  public  sentiment.  It  is 
|K>Qsidered  fai  the  light  of  a  charitable  donation  ; 
J5l  who  helj  commissions  during  the  late  war  are 
^eluded;  t^e  great  mass  of  the  community  will 
Vot  be  able  Jo  perceive  that  because  a  young  gen- 
tleman (wo  thy  as  he  may  be)  may  have°worn 
\ijaulets  for  a  few  months  or  a  year,  that  he  is, 
Jhprefore.  t^  object  of  charity.  Sir,  he  stands 
r;<  very  different  ground  from  that  of  the  super- 
♦.onuated.  ^Viar-worn  officer  or  soldier.  This 
iwuvernraenr  is  founded  (as  I  remarked  on  a  for- 
mer occasioti)  on  the  affections  of  the  people; 
jlieir  feelings,  iheir  wishes  must  be  consulted! 
^  IS  no  reproach  to  them  that  they  would  be  op- 
)ftPS€d  to  thejproposed  grant  of  land  to  the  officers, 
'jelect  meriK>rious  objects,  and  yuu  will  find  no 
^it  to  the  Dounty.  to  the  gratitude  of  this  peo- 
Ji*.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  have 
ifie  honor,  tfi  part,  of  representing  on  this  floor, 
i^s  forwar(t:?d  us  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  the 
fjidow  and  'jrphan.  As  well  as  1  recollect,  it  is 
Seated  to  have  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature unaniraouslv. 
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It  has  been  observed,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, that  the  disbanded  officers  have  acquired  a 
great  deal  of  military  information;  that  by  ma- 
king this  provision  for  them,  they  will  be  enabled 
to  perfect  their  military  education,  and,  in  the 
event  of  another  war.  would  make  valuable  offi- 
cers. Perhaps  I  have  not  the  same  confidence 
in  making  good  and  valuable  officers  by  educa- 
tion that  some  gentlemen  have.  You  cannot 
make  a  military  commander  as  you  can  make  a 
cobbler.  He  must  be  formed  by  the  plastic  hand 
of  nature  herself.  An  honorable,  ingenious,  and 
enlightened  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Hdlbert.)  some  time  since,  in  debate,  on  the  bill 
to  establish  an  additional  Military  Academy, 
(which  he  advocated  wiih  great  zeal  and  ability,) 
embellished  Ins  speech  and  undertook  to  illustrate 
the  position  which  he  assumed,  by  quoting  the 
old  maxim,  "  That  an  army  of  hares  commanded 
by  a  Hon  was  superior  to  an  army  of  lions  com- 
manded by  a  hare.-'  Be  it  so.  i  should  doubt 
making  a  lion  of  .-i  hare  by  any  course  of  educa- 
tion that  could  be  taken.  It  requires  a  combina- 
tion ot  rare  qualities  to  make  an  able  comman- 
der. Those  qualities  actual  service  alone  can 
develope. 

Much  as  our  hopes  were  rested  upon  our  old 
experienced  officers  at  the  period  when  war  was 
declared,  and  for  some  time  thereafter,  our  egre- 
gious disappointment  will  never  be  forgotten. 
Without  intending  a  reflection  upon  any  partic- 
ular officer,  it  IS  with  pain  that  I  say  that  many 
of  them  at  the  trying  moment  were  found  want- 


's- 


The  distinguished  heroes  who  shone  with  such 
resplendent  lustre  at  the  closing  scene,  and  who 
•  have  filled  the  measureof  their  country's  honor." 
were  unthought  of  at  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities. 

The  resources  of  your  country  could,  in  my 
opinion,  be  better  applied,  than  in  the  way  con- 
templated by  the  section  of  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration. Amongst  other  things  your  militia  want 
arms— though  they  are,  in  my  opinion,  superior 
to  any  troops  in  the  world,  it  is  not  to  be  dis- 
guised that  they  are  in  a  most  wretched  situ- 
ation. They  know  nothing  of  the  musket  and 
bayonet  until  they  are  called  into  service.  For 
the  first  time  those  arms  are  put  into  their  hands.* 
They  are  dissatisfied  with  the  musket,  because 
they  are  acquainted  with  the  rifle  and  know  its 
efficacy.  They  should  be  habituated  to  the  use 
of  those  arms  on  which  they  have  to  depend  in 
battle.  It  takes  some  time  to  reconcile  a  militia- 
man to  arras  with  which  he  was  unacquainted, 
and  which  he  has  not  been  used  to  handling. 

I  shall  vote  for  striking  out  the  section;  the 
rest  uf  the  bill  I  do  most  sincerely  hope  and  trust 
will  receive  the  unanimous  support  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Easto.n  said,  he  entertained  the  highest 
regard  and  respect  for  the  honorable,  the  chair- 
man and  members  of  the  Military  Committee 
who  reported  the  bill  now  under  discussion,  and 
if  the  honorable  members  of  the  committee  had 
gone  a  little  farther  they  would  have  been  enti- 
tled to  more  of  his  respect. 
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I  have  heard.  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  E..  a 
great  deal  about  national  glory  upon  the  floor  of 
this  House:  1,  too.  love  national  glory — not  only 
national  glory,  but  also  love  national  justice.  He 
considered  the  present  question,  whether  a  dona- 
tion of  lands  >hould  be  granted  to  the  disbanded 
officers  of  the  Army  as  altogether  a  question  of 
policy.  He  had.  at  an  early  period  in  the  session, 
offered  a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  on 
Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  to  the  officers,  non-comrnissioned  officers, 
and  privates,  of  the  militia,  army,  and  rangers, 
who  served  in  the  late  war.  interest  on  the  sums 
due  to  them,  from  the  time  they  ought  to  have 
been  paid,  until  they  should  be  paid.  He  under 
stood  it  had  been  reported  against ;  had  the  inquiry 
been  as  to  its  justice,  instead  of  its  expediency, 
he  believed  itcould  not  have  been  reported  against; 
he  thought  the  nation  should  be  just  before  it  was 
bountiful.  If  the  committee  had  reported  in  fa- 
vor of  the  payment  to  the  army  and  militia  what 
was  in  truth  due  to  them,  and  also  in  favor  of 
granting  a  bounty  in  land  to  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  militia,  we  should  then  have  had  the 
question  of  justice,  as  well  as  policy,  before  us. 
He,  for  one,  was  not  for  giving  donations  to  the 
disbanded  officers,  and  withholding  what  was 
justly  due  to  the  militia.  He  thought  such  a 
measure  was  neither  just  nor  politic.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  army  had  sought,  with  great  cumpe- 
lition,  to  procure  commissions  in  the  service  of 
the  country,  while  many  of  the  militia,  some  of 
whom  were  equally  meritorious  and  would  have 
made  as  good  officers  had  they  have  been  com- 
missioned, have  been  forced  into  the  service  by  a 
draught,  others  had  volunteered,  and  greatly  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  their  country's  cause. 

Mr.  E.  said,  he  had  heard,  with  great  pleas- 
ure, glory  in  high-toned  and  very  eloquent  strains 
Joured  forth,  and  very  properly  bestowed  upon 
ackson,  Brown.  Scott.  Ripley,  Slacomb.  Gaines, 
Porter.  Miller,  and  the  long  list  of  heroes  who  had 
helped  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  country  ;  they 
justly   merited    all    that  could   be  said   in   their 

f (raise,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  detract  in  the 
east  from  the  merit,  the  praise,  or  the  honor,  to 
which  they  were  .>-o  justly  entitled;  he  would  not 
pluck  one  solitary  feather  from  their  cap  of  fame. 
He  would  however  ask.  how  was  this  glory  ac- 
quired ?  Who  acquired  it  for  them  ?  While  he 
was  not  disposed  to  eulogise  mortal  man,  he  could 
not  forbear  to  bring  into  view  before  the  commit- 
tee the  merits  of  the  militia.  He  recollected, 
when  quite  a  youth,  a  respectable  old  lady  from 
the  neighborhood  where  he  lived  had  made  a 
visit  into  Vermont ;  on  her  return,  she  was  askeJ 
how  she  liked  the  settlements  and  the  people  ? 
She  observed,  smilingly,  that  they  lived  in  log 
cabins  in  the  woods,  and  at  everv  house  she 
saw  more  children  than  panes  of  glass  in  their 
windows.  It  is  to  these  hardy  sons  of  America 
that  a  portion  of  this  glory  ought  to  be  ascribed. 
Who  defeated  the  British  at  Sackett's  Harbor  ? 
Who  helped  to  gain  the  successive  battles  ol 
Chippewa,  Niagara,  and  Erie?  The  militia. 
Who  defeated  General  Proctor's  army  at  the  Mo- 
14th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 32 


ravian  towns?  The  militia.  Who  terrified  and 
beat  a  veteran  army,  greatly  superior  in  number, 
at  Plattsburgon  the  18th  of'September,  1814, and 
gave  military  fame  to  Macomb?  The  Vermont 
and  New  York  militia.  Who  expelkd  the  Brit- 
ish veteran  foe  from  before  New  Orleans  on  the 
Sth  of  January.  1S15,  immortalized  the  hero  Jack- 
son, and  crowned  their  country  with  everlasting 
glory  ?  It  was  the  brave  and  hardy  sons  of  the 
West — the  militia  and  volunteers.  And  what 
were  these  glorified  Generals  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war ;  they,  most  of  them,  were  of  the 
militia  ? 

Sir,  this   is.  or  ought   to  be.  a  Government  of 
equal  rights — equal  protection  should  be  extended 
to  all,  and  equal  and  exact  justice  measured  out 
to  all  alike.     How  had  the  war  borne  in  its  ope- 
ration upon  the  people  of  this  nation?     It  would 
be  found  that  certain  portions  of  the  people  had 
made  money  during  the  war — Pittsburg,  Carlisle, 
and  other  places  in  Pennsylvania;  also,  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  and  other 
States  to  the  South,  had  made  money  by  the  war, 
while  the  frontiers  had  suffered  incalculable  losses, 
whether  that  frontier  was  on  the  Atlantic  or  in 
the  interior.     The  war  had  raged  upon  the  Nia- 
gara frontier,  upon  the  seacoast.  and  in  the  North- 
west.    On  the  Niagara  frontier,  the  people  bad 
been  plundered,  and  tneir   houses  burned  by  the 
enemy  ;  many  had  lost  everything  they  possessed. 
Portions  of  the  seaboard  had  also  been  ravaged, 
and  the  inhabitants  plundered  of  their  property, 
and  their  persons  violated  ;  while,  on  the  North- 
west frontier,  ihe   people  had  been  shot  dead  in 
their  fields,  their  houses  burned,  property  robbed, 
and  many  left  without  a  cent  to  give  support  or 
succor  to  the  agonizing  widow  and  helpless  or- 
phan.    And  was  this  nation  to  give  to  the  rich, 
to  disbanded  officers,  to  the  aristocratic  branch  of 
the  community,  who  sought  with  eagerness  the 
honor  of  holding  your  commissions,  and  the  truly 
unfortunate  to  remain  wholly  unprovided  for? 
He  wished  not  to  be  understood  as  being  opposed 
to  this  donation  ;  as  a  matter  of  policy  to  tne  offi- 
cers, he  thought  it  should  be  granted,  but  not  un- 
til relief  should  be  extended  to  such  as  had  been 
ruined   by  the  war ;  the   militia  and  army  paid 
what  was  due  to  them,  and  the  like  bounty  in 
lands  extended   to  the  militia.     Equal  rights  do 
nut  exist  where  justice  is  not  measured  out  to  all 
alike;  individuals  who  have  loaned  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, always  have  been   paid  interest;   and 
what  IS  the  withholding  from  the  militia,  rangers, 
and  others  employed  in  your  service,  sums  really 
due  to  them,  but  a  forced  loan  ?     If  you  provide 
for  t'lese  disbanded  officers,  why  not  make  pro- 
vision for   the  militia,  the  great  bulwark  of  our 
liberty,  the  ark  of  our  political  safety  ?    Does  not 
sound  policy  dictate  this  course?    To  whom  will 
you  look,  and  to  whom  will  posterity  look,  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  in  case  of  another  war,  if 
it  be  not  to  the  militia  ? 

Let  any  member  of  this  honorable  Committee 
figure  to  himself  the  situation  of  a  frontier-man, 
a  ranger,  in  the  war  upon  the  Western  frontier. 
He  enlists,  because  his  family,  his  country,  liber- 


r. 


ir, 


1^ 


1? .? 

s 


>^^ 
p^^ 


1 1 


1^5 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


996 


or  R. 


Scause  It  ii^  right,  and  he  cannot  serve  without 


(|,aDd  property,  everything  held  dear  and  sacred, 

i^^endangerejl  ;   he  scorns  to  fly,  he  expects  pay, 
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^    He  goes/in  debt,  supplies  hi.s  own  provision, 
^rse,  and  ijlothin^;    he  marches  not  into  the 
jn  field   tcjmeel  in  broad  day-light  a  civilized 
jL'my,  but.»in   the  wide  wilderntss,  to  combat 
jiih  ihe  riiii.  the  tomahawk,  and  scalping-kniie, 
laving  his  «^Jefenceless  family  behind,  at  home, 
[peeling  every  night   to  be  slaughtered   by  the 
r'llhlfss  and  relentless  savage  foe,  who  creep  from 
f^eir  hiding  places,  make  their  attack  in  the  dark, 
surprise,  ind,  unless  successful,  are  off  through 
le  thicket  vjfith  all  the  rapidity  of  the  deer.    The 
age  hunl^  the  ranger  as  he  would  hunt  the 
.     Wet  Aid  cold  are  the  days,  and  dismal  are 
\f  nights  i^e  has  spent  in  his  country's  cause. 
ieace   is   prCclairaed — it  brings   glad  tidings  to 
^ery  hones|heart.     The  ranger  and  the  militia- 
man return,  ;.hey  expect  payment,  everybody  sup- 
:ised    ihey  ^ong  since  would    have   been    paid, 
tilhout   it   they   cannot  discharge    their   debts, 
[heir  certiijcates  for   pay  more  worthless   than 
iiladelphit  bills  in  New  York,  or  New  York 
jUs  in  Phil«ldelphia  were,  during  the  war.    They 
^:ust  dispose  of  them  at  a  discount,  or  the  bailiff 
;|ls  their   [(j-operty  or  confines  ihem   in   prison, 
'irailar  ha.->4>een  the  fate  of  many  an  honest  hu.— 
*indman.     yhe  militia  of  that    portion   of   the 
juntry  whith  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  had 
u'fended  ihc/country  before  and  during  the  whole 
lar.    We  w^'re  without  regular  troops;  it  is  true 
|ere   were  ven   companies   of  rangers   for  three 
ferritories,  ^ut  those  were  taken  from  th«  mili 


tirbarous  aijd  bloody  murders  committed,  which 
forebore  ^o  detain  the  Committee  to  relate. 
The  milii^a,  the   independent  farmers  of  the 
^est.  when  ihe  colonization  of  the  Western  coun- 
'y  was  ihrt-^tened  by  the  British  veteran  forces 
New  Orlt^ins,  and  hordes  of  blood-thirsty  sav- 
tes,  headei\  by  British  myrmidons  and  emissa- 


providing  for  the  mitilia  themselves.  Make  lib- 
eral and  generous  provision  for  the  militia  ;  re- 
ward those  whose  interest  it  will  be  to  rally  around 
the  standard  of  the  country,  and  to  meet  the  in- 
vasion of  the  enemy  as  they  would  trespassers 
upon  their  own  per>onal  concerns,  and  you  will 
never  be  forced  to  resort  to  conscriptions. 

On  the  contrary,  if  you  grant  extra  bouniie!!  to 
such  professional  gentlemen  as  have  given  up  the 
practice  of  the  law,  worth  five  thousand  dollarsa 
year;  to  commercial  men  who  have  quit  their 
pursuits,  worth  ten  thou^and  dollars  a  year,  as 
staled  by  an  honorable  gentleman,  and  the  ex- 
clusive advocates  of  disbanded  oflBcers,who,  with 
such  lucrative  professions  and  employments,  have 
a  competency  to  return  to;  while  you  wiihludd 
relief  to  such  as  have  been  ruined  by  the  war, 
and  refu>e  to  reward  your  militia,  who  have 
gained  you  most  splendid  victories,  fought  the 
Can  return,  ;:t)ey  expect  payment,  everyooay  sup-  battles  of  the  country,  pre^erved  the  honor  of  the 
^'sed    they  ^ong  since  would    have   been    paid,    nation — soldiers  composed  of  farmers.  American 

husbandmen,  fresh   from   their  fields,   separated 
from  their  families,  firesides, and  homes,  who,  upon 
the  sound  of  their  country's  alarm,  have  marched 
to  its  standard,  and  met  the  invasion  of  the  mer- 
cenary enemies  to  the  rights  of  man,  to  liberty, 
and  a  free  Government ;  forced  them  to  retire  with 
great   slaughter,  and   crowned    this  nation   with 
immortal  glory — withhold,  I  say,  a  reward  to  this 
meritorious  class  of  the  community — put  them 
off  with  the  honorable  thanks  uf  the  nation — be- 
stow  bounties   exclusively  upon   disbanded  ofl5- 
cers.  and  m  all  future  contest^,  as  in  the  late  war, 
you  will  liave  officers  by  thousands,  but  few  sol- 
of  that  country,  and  the  few   regular  troops  j  diers,  to  fight  the  battles  of  this  beloved  country, 
d  little  mo'C  than  perform  garrison  duty.     The}      Messrs.   Can.non,    Ross,  McKee,    and    WiL- 
uQtry  was*  greatly   harassed  during  the  whole  |  lia.ms,  supported    the   motion,  and    opposed  the 
ar,  and  he^ould  here  give  a  long  catalogue  o f  j  grant  of  land  to  the  disbanded  officers.     Messrs. 

Smith  of  Maryland,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  and 
WiLUE,  were  adverse  to  the  motion,  and  in  favor 
of  awarding  the  bounty  proposed  in  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  finally 
agreed  to — ayes  74,  nays  60. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Desha,  the  2d  section  of 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  confine  the  land 
bounty  to  those  soldiers,  above  forty-five  and  un- 
d<  r  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  enlisted  '"for  five 
years  or  during  the  war." 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Jackso.n  of  Virginia,  a  new 
section  was  added  to  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding,  as  far  as  possible,  the  bounty  from  falling 
into  the  liands  of  speculators,  by  prohibiting  the 
transfer  uf  right  thereto,  until  alter  the  patent  has 
issued. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 


were 


I^essing 


upon 


the  settlements  in  the 
>ortli,  ihey^the  people  of  the  West,  the  father 
irid  the  su^^,  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  rallied 
round  the  .standard  of  their  country,  and  did 
[larch,  and 'Would  again  march,  at  the  point  of 
lie  bayonet' to  spiU  the  last  drop  of  blood  !>ooner 
[lan  the  tjirrant  of  the  ocean,  the  destroyer  of 
[lankind.  if^  spoiler  of  free  trade,  and  the  deadly 
laeray  of  j^ll  free  Governments,  should  have 
lamed  a  fiA^thold  in  this  happy  land  of  liberty 
id  equal  r>^hts. 

The  hom^rable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
llililary  AiTair.^.  (Mr.  Johnson,  oI  Kentucky,) 
^iys  they  hive  not   neglected    the  militia,  in  liis 


pinion,  if  •  understood  him  right;  and  under- j      Mr.  Sergeant   presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
ikes  to  priXve  this  position,  by  stating  that  Con-  i  inhabitants  of  Montgomery  county,  and  of  the 

Northern  Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 


and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday.  February  IG. 


"S  ress  havCf^ven  a  donation  of  land  to  the  widows 
f  the  late  ;-John  Allen,  and  Captains  Hart  and 
Iickman  ;  >hat  we  have  embraced  the  cases  of 
ividows  an*i  orphans.  Certainly,  providing  for 
he  widow;  and  orphans  of  the  tleceased,  is  not 


(t     f 


the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  mails 
may  not  be  transported  or  opened  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  requesting 
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that.«ome  provision  may  be  adopted  to  afford  re- 
lief to  settlers  on  public  lands  in  that  Territory, 
who  have  been  ordered  to  remove  therefrom  by 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  12th  December,  1S15.— Referred  to 
the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  relating 
to  settlers  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Jewett  submitted  the  following  resolution  ; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requeated  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  a 
statement  of  all  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  SUtes,  for  erecting  edifices  of  any  kind,  and  for 
repairing  and  ornamenting  buildings  of  any  kind,  and 
for  improving  the  streets  and  squares  of  the  city,  and 
for  all  other  purposes  of  ornament  and  improvement, 
(excepting  the  navy  yard  and  iu  buildings  and  im- 
provements.) designating,  as  specifically  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  admit,  the  years  when  the  several  ex- 
penditures were  incurred,  the  purposes  to  which  they 
were  applied,  and  the  funds  out  of  which  the  same 
were  paid  or  appropriated,  distinguishing  between  such 
payments  as  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  such  as  were  made  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  property  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  out  of  other  district  funds,  or  donations 
receivetl :  and  also  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the 
funds  derived  from  the  sale  of  lots,  and  other  public 
property  within  the  City  of  Washington,  and  of  the 
probable  value  of  the  public  property  remaining  on 
hand.  ' 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  j 
increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  White,  and  Jacob 
Wrighter,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  ilie  title  be  "An  act  to  increase 
the  pensions  of  Robert  White,  Jacob  Wrighter, 
John  Young,  and  John  Cr-impersey." 

PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  FLOOD. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Flood, 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  Flood  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  petitioner  owned  and  occupied  a  valuable 
dwelling-house,  together  with  a  valuable  mill  and  other 
outhouses,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
previous  to  the  month  of  December,  1814  ;  on  the  27th 
of  that  month,  the  plantation  of  the  petitioner  was 
taken  possession  of  by  Brigadier  General  David  B. 
Morgan,  under  an  order  from  Ceneral  Andrew  Jack- 
son, then  commanding  the  United  States  troops  in  New 
Orleans  and  its  vicinity,  and  the  houses  occupied  by 
the  officers  and  troops  under  his  command.  On  the 
morning  of  the  8lh  of  January,  1815,  General  Morgan 
was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  forced  from  his  position, 
and  the  houses  of  the  petitioner,  together  with  his  mill 
and  timber,  at  the  same  time  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
It  appears  to  the  committee,  from  documents  accom- 
panying the  petition,  that  the  property  was  destroyed 
on  account  of  its  being  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  bar- 
racks being  again  erected  for  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
leans. No  other  buddings  at  that  place,  or  in  the 
neighborhood,  were  destroyed ;  and  it  was  known  to 


the  enemy  that  the  mill  of  the  petitioner  had  furniihed 
the  timber  with  which  the  batteries  had  been  con- 
structed. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is 
entitled  to  relief,  and  therefore  report  by  bill. 

PETITION  OF  EDMUND  DANA. 
Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Edmund  Dana  ;  which  was  read,  and  the  res- 
olution  therein   contained  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that,  during  the  late  war, 
he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  clothiag  sutler  to  the  dif- 
ferent  posts  and  regiments  of  the  third  military  district ; 
that  he  opened  shop  in  the  different  garrisons  for  the 
sale  of  such  articles  of  clothing  as  suited  the  conve- 
nience of  the  officers  and  soldiers  ;  and  that,  having 
given  credit  to  many  of  the  soldiers  for  such  articles  as 
they  purchased,  he  has  lost  many  of  his  debts  by  the 
death  and  desertion  of  his  debtors,  and  by  some  of  the 
soldiers  having  been  discharged  on  account  of  their 
being  minors. 

He  asks  of  Congress  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  him 
to  receive  the  wages  which  may  be  due  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  such  deserters,  deceased  and  discharged 
soldiers. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  is  entitled  to 
no  relief  from  Government.  If  he  Las  made  contracts 
with  the  officers  or  soldiers,  he  must  look  to  them  to 
comply  with  the  same:  the  Government  cannot  inter- 
fere to  settle  such  accounts.  The  committee  recom- 
mend to  the  House  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
i  not  to  be  granted. 

i  MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 

I  tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  order  of  the  day  ;  and 
the  Committee  proceeded  to  con^-ider  the  bill 
further  to  provide  I'or  military  services  during  the 
late  war. 

Mr.  Bradbury  offered  the  following  aotend- 
ment  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill : 

"  That  if  any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician, 
or  private,  of  the  regular  Army,  shall  have  died  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  leaving  a  widow, 
or,  if  no  widow,  a  chdd  or  children  under  fourteen 
years  of  age,  such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child 
or  children  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half  the  monthly 
pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of 
his  decease,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years,  upon 
the  same  terms  and  conditions,  and  under  the  same 
rules,  restrictions  and  conditions  as  are  provided  by  law 
for  the  widows  and  children  of  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers, musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  regular  Army, 
who  have  been  killed  or  died  of  wounds  received  in 
batUe." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Bradley,  in 
support  of  his  motion,  and  by  Mr.  Desha  and 
Mr.  Johnson  against  it,  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to;  and  Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  add  the 
following  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  death 
of  a  soldier  of  the  regular  Army,  the  widow  shall,  in 
all  cases,  be  considered  as  one  of  the  heirs,  with  the 
chUd  or  chidren  of  said  regular  soldier  ;  and  in  all  such 
cases,  the  said  widow  shall  have  her  election  to  take 
for  herself  and  child  or  cbUdren  the  five  years"  half  pay, 
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jieu  of  the  i$nd  bounty  and  the  three  months'  pay 
allowed  b^  law  to  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
decedent.  ■ 

efore  this  proposition  was  decided  on,  a  mo- 
u^  was  mad??,  and  carried,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 

5  Canadian  refugees. 

me  Commj^eeproceeded  to  ibe  consideration  of 

^bill  for  th^relief  of  certain  Canadian  refugees 

V>)  entered  ^he  American    service  during    the 

war.     A  HJotion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webster, 

n  the  biil»was  last   under  consideration,  to 

e  out  the  $rst  section,  being  the  first  question 

Jecision.    ' 

To  this  moron  a  very  animated,  and,  from  the 
Tment  intr.iduced.  a  very  interesting  debate 
.  place.  The  bill  wa.s  advocated  with  much 
'  by  Messrs;.  Ccthbert,  and  Robertson  ;  and 
larmly  opi-.osed  by  Mr.  Hllbert. 
ifoUowini^is  the  substance  of  the  remarks 
»ade  by  My.  Hulbert.  at  different  times,  on 
,is  bill,  w^ile  it  was  before  a  Committee  of 
|e  Whole. 

U.  Hl  LBE'RT  said:  I  can  never  consent,  Mr. 
lirman.  to  give  my  vote  in  faror  of  the  bill 
jch  IS  now  tinder  consideration.  My  cool  and 
loerate  judgment,  and  all  the  feelinjs  of  my 
t^t,  are  utterly  opposed  to  it. 
yithout  meaning  to  question,  in  the  slightest 
de»ee.  the  pujity  of  intention  of  any  gentleman 
wA  has  had  an  agency  in  reporting  this  bill,  or 
ha*:in  any  way  given  it  his  support.  I  must  say. 
xh^t  I  think  It  is  founded  on  principles  which  are 
w^lly  incunsi^ient  with  the  doctrines  of  moral- 
iiiJJ.ind  the  diiriates  of  justice  and  sound  policy. 

^iT.  what  d-jes  this  bill  propose;  what  are  its 
olMcts?  Let^-me  examine,  in  the  first  place,  its 
m.^t  exceptionable  and  odious  provision — I  mean 
"■"  "■  "rhich  rejates  to  those  inhabitants  of  Can- 
.fho,  in  '-he  late  war,  owing  allegiance  to 
_Jat  Britaiti^  deserted  to  your  standard,  and 
fo3;ht  agains*their  own  Government. 

'  you  adopj  this  part  of  the  bill,  you  sanction 

of  the  foujest  and  most  detestable  crimes  that 

be  perpelfated  by  a  human  being;  a  crime 

strikes  de^J-p-at  the  foundation  of  all  Govern- 

its,   and    a/  civilized   society — you   sanction 

ron.   Nay, 'you  go  a  frightful  distance  beyond 

r,  you  embi^ace  the  traitor,  aud  give  him  a  rich 

prd  for  hisjcrime. 

u.  a  natiot*  is  styled  a  moral  person  ;  and  I 
J^aink  that  -we.  as  the  Representatives  of  this 
ion.  ought  jever  to  adopt  any  measure  which 
jur  private;capacity,  we  would  not  cordially 
Tove.  Suvly  we  are  not  sent  here  to  legis- 
iagainst  tL,-  dictates  of  our  own  consciences, 
[the  best  ft^lings  of  our  hearts.  Let  me  a>k! 
I,  13  there  >i  single  person  in  this  honorable 
|mittee  wl^o  would,  upon  any  consideration 


ci^mittee  wl^o  would,  upon  any  consideration 
w*|Lsoever,  ir.-private  life,  encourage  and  reward 
a  i^lain  for  t'.e  commission  of  a  base  and  infa- 
my* crime?  }io,  sir.  Then  let  us  instantly  con- 
df»Q  and  reject  the  proposition  before  us.  In 
pr^fiple  It  is  |ieryerse,  in  example  it  would  be 


^a.'^rerous. 


I; 


What  is  it  that  makes  us  admire  those  instances 
of  conduct  recorded  in  history,  where  the  prof- 
fered assistance  of  treacherous  men  has  been  in- 
digi>anily  refused  ?  Let  me  take  a  single  and 
familiar  instance.  What  is  it  that  makes  us  ad- 
mire the  conduct  of  the  Romans,  in  spurning  the 
proposition  of  the  physician  of  Pyrrhus,  who 
offered  to  poison  his  master,  and  thereby  free  the 
Romans  from  a  most  powerful  and  dreaded  ene- 
my ?  It  is  that  noble  and  exalted  principle  in  our 
nature  which  inspires  us,  nay,  which  constrains 
us,  to  love  great  and  generous  actions  wherever 
we  find  them.  It  is  that  self-same  prin -iple  which 
ought,  at  this  moment,  irresistibly  to  impel  us  to 
stamp  with  abhorrence  the  bill  now  before  the 
Committee. 

It  is  one  of  the  noblest  traits  in  the  character 
of  Lord  Thurlow.  that,  when  he  was  Chancellor 
of  England,  he  refused  to  dishonor  the  great  seal 
of  that  nation  by  placing  it  to  the  grant  of  a  pen- 
sion to  the  infamous  Arnold.  And  shall  the  seal 
of  this  enlightened  and  virtuous  Republic  be 
stamped  upon  this  foul  iniquity,  this  palpable 
treason?  Shall  traitors  carry  with  them  this 
high  testimony  of  your  approbation  ?  Sir,  while 
you  extend  your  bounty  to  these  faithless  foreign- 
ers, you  corrupt  the  hearts  of  your  own  people. 
You  teach  them  that  fidelity  is  no  virtue,  and 
that  treason  is  no  crime.  What  must  they  think 
of  the  political  morality  of  that  Government, 
which,  in  one  law,  denounces  against  its  own 
citizens  the  awful  punishment  of  death,  for  de- 
sertion, and  in  another  law,  in  force  at  the  same 
tune,  gives  a  high  reward  to  the  subjects  of  a 
foreign  nation  for  having  been  guilty  ot  the  same 
crime  ?  It  does  appear  to  me  that  such  proceed- 
ings have  a  manifest  tendency  to  confound  all 
notions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  to  annihilate  the 
very  distinctions  between  vice  and  virtue. 

Gentlemen  say  they  can  find  precedents  in  the 
history  of  our  own  Government,  to  justify  this 
measure.  Sir,  precedents  avail  nothing  against 
principle;  they  can  never  justify  anything°radi- 
cally  wrong.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  you  have 
heretofore  done  anything  like  that  which  is  now 
proposed,  I  pray  you  to  repent  of  the  sin  you  have 
done,  and  sin  no  more. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Throop.)  has  compared  the  case  of  these 
deserters  to  the  glorious  cause  of  the  American 
Revolution.  Need  I  vindicate  your  country 
against  this  unmerited  charge?  Shall  I  offer  to 
show  that  the  illustrious  founders  of  your  liber- 
ties were  not  deserters,  were  not  traitors?  No,  I 
will  not  thus  degrade  them;  I  will  leave  their 
vindication  to  your  own  heart,  to  the  hearts  of 
the  American  people,  and  to  impartial  history. 

Sir,  the  honorable  Speeker,  (Mr.  CLAV,)m  the 
fervor  of  his  attachment  to  this  bill,  has  pro- 
nounced a  high  eulogiura  on  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  late  Colonel  Wilcox,  commander 
of  the  corps  of  Canadian  volunteers.  He  has 
praised  in  the  highest  strains  of  admiration  the 
imputed  virtues  of  this  man,  and  has  ranked  him 
among  ihe  most  exalted  patriots  of  the  earth.  He 
has  even  censured,  with  no  little  ieverity,  the  op- 


1001 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


t 


1002 


Febrdahv,  1816. 


Canadian  Refugees. 


H.  orR. 


posers  of  this  bill,  who  have  dared  in  debate  to 
name  this  deceased  patriot — dared  to  disturb  the 
ashes  of  the  dead.  Sir,  let  me  remind  the  honor- 
able Speaker,  that  Wilcox  was  first  named  by  the 
friends  of  this  bill,  and  that  his  alleged  patriotism 
and  devotedness  to  this  country  were  stated  in 
glowing  terms,  to  influence  the  decision  of  this 
question.  Could  I  believe  that  the  history  of  this 
person  is  correctly  understood,  I  would  dwell  no 
longer  on  the  subject,  for  I  war  not  with  the  dead. 
But  I  am  confident  that  erroneous  impressions 
have  been  made.  I  have  reason  to  suspect  that 
many  members  of  this  Committee  do  at  this  mo- 
ment believe  that  he  was  a  native  citizen  of  this 
coontry,  and  that  he  returned  to  the  United  States 
to  fight  the  battles  of  the  land  that  gave  him  birth. 
It  is  my  duty  to  put  this  matter  right. 

Colonel  Wilcox  was  a  native  of  Ireland — none  | 
the  worse  for  that — I  love  an  honest  full-hearted  i 
Irishman.   Having  become  discontented  at  home,  i 
he  abandoned  the  land  of  his  nativity,  and,  re- 
moving into  Upper  Canada,  established  his  resi- 
dence in  Newark,  where  lie  became  the  editor  of 
a  newspaper,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Parliament  of  that  province.    He  was  resident  in  i 
Newark  when  the  late  war  against  Great  Britain 
was  declared.     Did  he  then  fiy  to  your  country.  I 
and  espouse  your  cause?     No,  he  took  up  anus  j 
against  you.     He  fought  for  his  King.     He  was  I 
a  leader  of  Canadian   militia  at  the  battles  of  i 
(iueenstown  and  Fort  George.    His  allegiance  to 
his  royal  master  held  out  until  Fort  George  and 
Newark   were  subdued    by   your   arms.      Then, 
when  the  cause  of  your  enemy  was  considered 
desperate,  when  it  was  confidently  expected  that 
all  Canada  would  soon  be  in  your  possession,  he 
deserted  his  friends,  and  joined  your  standard, 
his  sword  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of  your  cit- 
izens.    Such  was  the  man  on  whom  this  warm 
eulogium  has  been  pronounced,  and  of  whom  the 
honorable  Speaker  was  pleased  to  say,  "if  Wil- 
cox was  guilty  of  treason,  then  was  your  Wash- 
ington a  traitor."     Surely  the  history  of  this  per- 
son  was  not   rightly  understood.     Sir,  I  admire 
the  ingenuity  of  the  honorable  Sneaker — I  admire 
the  warmth  of  bis  heart — but  i  regret  that  his 
torrent  of  feeling,  his  tempest  of  thought,  should 
have  been  poured  out  in  praise  of  such  a  person, 
and  ID  support  of  such  claims. 

But  the  plea  of  retaliation  is  urged  in  favor  of 
this  bill.  It  IS  said  that,  during  the  late  war. 
Great  Britain  attempted  to  seduce  your  citizens 
from  their  allegiance  to  your  Government.  Sir. 
this  is  a  dangerous  plea,  and  may  lead  to  most 
disastrous  consequences.  It  ought  to  be  kept  con- 
stantly in  mind,  that  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between  what  an  enemy  may  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  you,  and  what  your  own  conscience  and 
the  laws  of  morality  may  require.  If  an  enemy 
has  been  guilty  of  wanton  cruelty  toward  you — 
if  he  has  practised  seductive  arts  upon  your  citi- 
zens, or  has  in  any  way  violated  any  of  those 
rights  which  he  ought  to  hold  sacred,  surely  he 
cannot  complain  if  his  own  weapons  be  turned 
against  him.  But  are  you  justified,  because  the 
guilt  of  your  enemy  will  not  allow  him  to  re- 


proach you  ?  Sir,  this  doctrine  of  retaliation  has 
heretofore  proved  not  a  little  unfortunate  for  you. 
It  was  the  plea  which  our  late  enemy  used  as  an 
excuse  for  the  most  unfeeling  and  barbarous  con- 
duct. Had  it  not  been  for  this  abominable  doc- 
trine, the  people  of  Lewiston  and  Buffalo  might 
still  have  been  enjoying,  in  their  own  houses,  the 
comforts  and  blessings  of  domestic  life.  And  had 
it  not  been  for  this  wicked  doctrine,  your  once 
proud  and  magnificent  Capitol  might  still  have 
been  standing,  the  pride  and  ornament  of  your 
country.  Let  no  one  suspect  me  of  wishing  to 
offer  the  slightest  apology  for  the  enemy,  for  des- 
olating the  villages  I  have  named,  or  for  burning 
the  public  buildings  of  this  city.  No.  they  were 
vandal  deeds,  and  my  soul  detests  them.  But  still 
more  do  I  detest  the  odious  principle  of  this  bill. 
He  who  destroys  palaces,  and  demolishes  cities, 
does  an  infinitely  less  injury  to  the  cause  of 
humanity,  than  he  who  poisons  the  fountain  of 
morality,  and  corrupts  the  human  heart. 

But.  Mr.  Chairman,  let  it  for  a  moment  be 
granted  that  we  have  an  unquestionable  right  to 
adopt  this  measure,  aud  that  there  is  no  objection 
to  it  in  point  of  principle.  Still  we  are  bound 
to  inquire,  whether  it  would  be  politic.  I  con- 
tend that  it  would  be  directly  the  reverse.  Pass 
this  bill.  sir.  and  it  may  hereafter  bring  wretch- 
edness upon  many  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
The  tears  of  thousands  may  flow  in  consequence 
of  the  rash  and  impolitic  act.  Should  we  again 
belinvolved  in  war  with  Great  Britain,  do  you 
believe  that  the  enemy  would  forget,  or  would 
patiently  bear  this  insult?  No,  it  would  kindle 
in  his  mind  an  unquenchable  flame  of  resent- 
ment. It  would  provoke  him  to  the  most  des- 
perate acts  of  retaliation.  Do  you  not  shudder 
at  the  thought  that  he  might  excite  Ethiopia  to 
stretch  lorth  a  desolating  hand  over  some  parts 
of  your  territory  ?  Even  in  that  case,  you  could 
not  complain.  No,  this  bill  would  stare  you  in 
the  face,  and  your  mouth  would  be  hermetically 
sealed.  You  seduced,  and  armed  against  your 
enemy,  his  own  subjects;  he,  in  return  excites 
your  slaves  to  treason  and  rebellion.  Sir,  I  need 
not  enumerate  the  calamities  that  would  be  con- 
sequent upon  such  a  system  of  retaliation.  Your 
own  imagination  already  calls  them  up  in  dread- 
ful array  before  you. 

But  we  are  reminded,  that  there  is  another 
description  of  persons,  whose  claims  are  included 
in  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  It  is  stated,  that  these 
men  were  native  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
that,  with  a  view  to  improve  their  condition,  thef 
removed  to  Canada  before  the  late  war.  where 
they  became  owners  of  real  estate;  that,  at  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  they  were  compell- 
ed either  to  join  the  standard  of  that  Government, 
or  to  fly  from  the  territory  of  your  enemy,  and 
abandon  their  estates  to  confiscation;  that  they 
preferred  the  latter  course,  returned  to  this  coun- 
try, and  joined  vour  armies,  in  consequence  of 
which  their  property  was  confiscated.  And  they 
DOW  ask  of  you  indemnification  for  the  losses 
they  have  thus  sustained. 

Sir,  admit  all  these  fads,  and  yet  what  claims 
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h|y«  these  refugees  on  your  generosity,  or  your 
jj.ciice,  beyotjcl  those  of  thousands  who  could  be 
r%;f)ed?     VVj»y  are  they  to  be  preferred   to  those 


* 


their  Government."  It  is  perfectly  manifest,  that 
the  object  of  this  address  was  to  prevent  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada  from  joining  the  British  standard  ; 


iiJcitizensjwho  have  constantly  remained  with-    and  it  impliedly  condemns  the  course  which  these 

your  terrtrory,  b<?en  undeviatingly  faithful   to  j  refugees  pursued.     For  tjiey  were  cautioned  to 
y^ur  Governinent,  and  suffered,  in  consequence  of  j  remain   peacetui,  and  were  promised    protection 
l^  war.  the  severest  losses  ?     It  is  answered,  that  i  if 
t*|se   refugees  have  rendered   you  peculiar  and 
ejRraordinary  services.     In  attempting  to  show 
tfcs  fact.   th#   honorable  gentleman   from   New 
\  irk  (Mr.  l^oup)  has  made  a  statement,  which, 
it«i<'ad  of  inl;;lining  me  to  support   this  bill,  ex- 

^s  my  indignation  against  it.     He  tells  you 

H  these  r«{ugees.  having  lived   in  Canada,  be- 
<^ue   mtimaj^ely    acquainted    with   the    country. 


they  did  so;  but  they  were  not  invited  to  join 
your  armies,  or  to  give  any  aid  or  assistance  to 
your  cause.  Sir.  General  Hull  promised  no  more 
to  the  Canadians,  than  all  great  generals  engage 
on  entering  the  territories  of  their  enemy.  Bo- 
naparte, when  he  entered  Russia,  promised  the 
people  protection  to  their  persons  and  properly, 
if  they  would  remain  quiet,  and  take  no  part  in 
the  contest  ;  and  the  allied  generals  made  a  like 


hanX  afterwards  served  as  guides  to  conduct  your  i  engagement  to  the  people  of  France,  when  they 

aJriiies  and  y-jur  scouting   parlies   into  different  :  lately  marched  into  that  kingdom. 

jajts  of  the  (^rritory  of  your  enemy.     Yes,  they  j      When  it  was  stated  that  your  commanders  on 

(1^  know  the   country  ;  and   how  came  they  to  |  the  Canadian  line   had  encouraged   these  claim- 

Ji^w  It?     The   generous    proclaraaiion   of  the  :  ants   to  desert,  what  said  my  honorable  friend 

i^padian  Government  had  led  them  there.  They    (Mr.CoNNER,)  whohadactedasthe  aidof  General 

U;j  receivedflands  of  the  Crown,  almost  without  i  Dearborn  ?     With  the  pride  of  a  soldier,  and  the 

|J»re.     The;^  had   formally  declared   themselves  '  feelings  of  a  high-minded  man,  he  denied  the  as- 

DL-itish  subjects,  aod  had   taken  an  oath  of  alle- 

yunce  to  thf  King.     They  remained  under  the 

Jp^iection  o^  their  adopted   royal  master,   until 

lAjp  cause  intCanada  appeared  hopeless.     Then, 

iirl^etting  h;^'   bounty,  spurning  the  declaration 

ifiey  had  ma'^e,  and  the  oath  they  had  taken,  they 

IKil  to  your  ^-ountry,  and  soon  appeared  leading 

J^ur  armies,  jund  pointing  their  bayonets  against 

wfir  late  neu^hbors  and  friends.    Sir,  every  good 

I'^liog  of  myTheari  rebels  against  a  claim  founded 


sertion.  and  repelled  the  charge.  He  declared 
that  such  conduct  would  have  been  abhorrent 
to  the  mind  of  General  Dearborn,  and  the  offi- 
cers under  his  command  ;  that  they  disdained 
to  practise  anything  but  open  and  honorable 
warfare.*     Where,  then,  is  the  proof  that  Govern- 


ed such  condtuct. 
rBut  it  is  asserted 
jjenl  is  pleduled  to 


rted  that  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
jjicu  to  make  good  these  losses;  that 
ytur  commajkiders  on  the  Canadian  frontier  made 
mk  pledge,  ajid  that  you  are  bound  to  redeem  it. 
.jiid  to  put  th\i  matter  beyond  a  doubt,  the  cele- 
t^uted  procbmation  of  General  Hull  is  intro- 
<*5;ced.  Sir,"^istory  speaks  of  a  famous  Grecian, 
)^io  never  l^jghed  but  once,  and  that  was  when 
l^j  saw  an  ijss  mumbling  a  thistle.  But  sure  I 
a2^  that  grave  gentleman  would  have  laughed  at 
liAst  once  inSre,  could  he  have  read  this  procla- 
»|itioo,  and  ween  it  offered  as  high  authority  in 
t]^>  Grand  Councils  of  this  nation.  Do  not  een- 
v^jmen  knoff  that  the  Government  have  con- 
<^intly  disov.<ned  this  proclamation,  and  denied 
(fut  they  evtj  gave  any  authority  or  countenance 
l^iiit'?  Hav^,  they  not  condemned  to  death  its 
iijihor  ?  Arrd  does  he  not  now  live  at  the  mercy 
^  the  PresitSent?  But  I  care  not  whether  this 
Wjicrous  thii^g  was  authorized  or  not.  It  does  not 
■iintain  a  sickle  word  which  favors  the  claims  of 
1  l^se  refugerp.  Let  us  look  at  that  part,  on  which 
flliance  has  Qeen  placed.  Itisthis:  "In  the  name 
,  ^'  my  country,  and  by  authority  of  my  Govern- 
I  jfcDt,  I  proQiise  you  protection  to  your  persons. 
I  luperties.  ajd  rights."  This  proclamation  was 
:  Ji4ressed  •' ^  the  peaceful  and  unoffcodiog  in- 
^bitaots  of  Canada  ;''  they  were  assured  that 
Sie  General^}  had  '"a  force  which  would  look 
a6wq  all  opjiosition,"  and  were  told  that  they 
fshould  be  t<?eated  as  enemies,  and  should  suffer 
fU  the  calanijlies  of  war,  if  they  took   part  with 

!-:       .? 
%       ^ 


•  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Hulbert,  of  Massachusetts),  or» 
the  Canadian  Volunteer  bill,  have  been  publiahed  in 
the  Federal  Republican.  From  this  statement  it  might 
be  inferred,  as  indisposition  prevented  Mr.  Conner 
from  giving  his  vote  on  that  question,  that  be  was  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
would  have  received  his  cheerful  support.  The  hon- 
orable Mr.  Throop,  of  New  York,  had  referred  to  Col- 
onel Preston's  proclamation  at  Fort  Erie,  as  authority 
that  Major  General  Dearborn,  iImh  commanding  on 
the  Niagara  frontier,  had  invited  the  inhabitanta  of 
Canada  to  join  the  American  standard,  or  at  least  to 
leave  the  country. 

Mr.  Conner  explained.  He  said,  that  at  the  time 
alluded  to  proclamations  had  become  a  byeword 
through  the  nation  ;  they  had  become  ridiculous.  It 
was  the  intention  of  General  Dearborn  to  effect  what 
he  attempted  by  the  sword,  and  not  by  the  pen ;  and 
had  not  a  most  severe  illness  entirely  prevente«l  his 
personal  attention  to  the  concerns  of  the  army,  at  a 
time  when  it  was  most  required,  or  had  not  a  mere 
accident,  which  could  not  be  so  well  expressed  in  any 
other  terms,  than  "a  strange  fatality,"  prevented  the 
enemy'a  destruction  at  Sandy  Creek; — from  a  minute 
acquainUnce  with  every  particular  of  the  transaction, 
he  knew  that  General  Chandler's  arrangements  at  that 
point  were  judicious — his  troops  formed  for  battle  at 
the  time  of  attack,  and  his  conduct  gallant;  as  evi- 
dence of  It,  the  enemy  were  completely  routed,  after 
having  sustained  three  times  the  American  loss; — had 
not  these  unfortunate  circumstances  intervened,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  Upper  Canada  would  have  been 
conquered  that  campaign.  .Mr.  C.  said,  that  at  the 
time  General  Dearborn  took  possession  of  Fort  George, 
Colonel  Preston  bad  just  arrived  with  his  command  at 
Fort  Erie.  The  enemy  at  that  post,  having  masked 
his  retreat  under  a  cannonade,  abandoned  and  demol- 
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raent  is  under  any  particular  engagement  to  these 
refugees?  None  has  been  produced,  and  none 
exists.  Why,  then,  are  they  to  be  preferred  to 
thousands  of  good  honest  people,  who  are  daily 
supplicating  us  in  vain  for  assistance  ? 

Sir.  while  you  are  considering  these  claims,  do 
you  forget  the  people  of  Lewiston  and  Buffalo? 
Have  you  forgotten  that  you  brought  upon  them 
an  enemy,  who  in  the  spirit  of  revenge  reduced 
their  villages  to  ashes?     Faithful  to  your  cause, 
many  of  these  brave  and  patriotic  citizens  were 
fighting  the  battles  of  your  country,  while  their 
houses  were  in  flames, and  their  wives  and  children, 
driven  from  their  homes,  were  shivering  in  the 
storms  of  winter.     Have  you  extended  relief  to 
these  good   people?     No.  they  have  pleaded  in 
vain.     You  have  left  them  to  moisten  with  their 
tears   the  ashes  of  their  dwellings.     You   have 
told  them  that   you    pitied  them,  but  that  justice 
did  not  require,  and  that  policy  forbad,  that  you 
should  give  them  assistance.    In  like  manner  have 
you  treated   the  inhabitants  of  Havre  de  Grace, 
and   of   other    places   desolated    by  the    enemy. 
Sir,  you   have  allowed  nothing  to  the  owners  of 
cannon   foundries,  mills,  and    ropewalks,  which 
were  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  because  such  es- 
tablishments were  peculiarly  calculated  to  assist 
you  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.     Let  me  re- 
mind you  of  the  case  of  Jabez  Hull,  who  lately 
came  from   Sackett's  Harbor  to  this  city,  and  at- 
tended  here  for  weeks,  asking  for  what   he  con- 
sidered his  just  and  honest  dues.     Among  other 
injuries  which  he  sustained   in  the  late  war,  his 
dwelling-house  was  wantonly  demolished  by  your 
own  soldiers,  and  a  part  of  the   bricks  converted 
into  ovens  for  the  use  of  the  camp.    Yet  the  Com- 


lahed  his  works.     Colonel  Preston  took  possession  of 
them,  and   probably   from  the  earnest  solicitations  of 
the  inhabiUnls  of  Buffalo,  who  knew  the  wishes  and 
feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  certainly  not 
with  the  knowledge  or   by  the  authority  of  General 
Dcarlwrn,  he  was  induced  to  publuh  the  proclamation 
alluded  to.     Mr.  C.  said,  that  Colonel    Preston  was 
undoubtedly  actuated  by  the  purest  and  most  honorable 
motives.     He  knew  that  gentlemen  personally  :  there 
was  not  a  more  gallant  and  amiable  officer  in  the  army ; 
one  more  loved  and  respected.     No  one  regretted  more 
than  himself  the  severe  wound,  which  would  in  a  great 
measure  deprive  the  country  of  his  usefulness.    But  it 
was  his  duty  to  state,  that  the  proclamation  was  not 
authorized  or  sanctioned  by  the  Commanding  General. 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  vole  for  the  passage  of  that  bill. 
He  believed   that  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  pe- 
titioners were  natives  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
moved  into  Canada,  and  who  wished  to  remain  neu- 
tral during  the  contest.     But,  he  said,  a  conscription 
was  put  in  force  in  that  peninsula  of  the  most  arbitrary 
nature ;  and  a  non-compliance  with  which  was  followed 
by  the  most  sanguinary  consequences ;  the  i)etitioner8 
were  driven    to  the  necessity  of  plunging  their  bayo- 
nete  in  the  bosoms  of  their  native  countrymen  or  join 
the  .\merican   cause,  and,  under  these  circumstances), 
he  hoped   there   never  would   be   an   American  who 
would  not  adopt  the  same  alternative.     He  hoped  that 
Congress  would  make  an  adequate  compensation  for 
the  severe  losses  they  had  sustained,  which  was  called 
for  by  every  principle  of  justice  and  liberality. 


mittee  of  Claims  reported  against  his  petition,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Government  was  not  bound 
to  afford  indemnification  for  such  losses;  and  the 
honorable  chairman  of  that  committee  (Mr.  Yan- 
cey) maintained  the  report  by  such  irresistible  ar- 
guments, that  it  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority  of 
the    House,  and   the   applicant   returned   to   his 
family,  disappointed  and  distressed.     Sir,  let  us 
not  forget  a  decision  which   has   this  day  been 
made.     The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
(Mr.  Robertson)  moved  an  amendment  to  this 
same  bill,  providing   relief  for  all  your  citizens, 
who  during  the  late  war,  without  any  fault  of 
their  own.  lost  properly  by  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy.     Did  you  adopt  this  amendment  ?    No, 
you  instantly  rejected  it.     I  beseech  you,  then,  to 
reject  this  bill.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  these  traitors, 
these  refugees,  are  faring  sumptuously  at  the  na- 
tional table,  while  your  own  citizens,  who  have 
constantly  adhered  to  your  Government,  are  left, 
like  dogs,  to  pick  up  the  crumbs  thai  fall  from  the 
same  table. 

Sir,  I  do  hope  for  the  honor  of  the  nation  that 
this  bill  will  not  be  passed  into  a  law.  I  should 
consider  it  a  foul  stain,  an  indelible  blot,  on  the 
annals  of  American  legislation. 

Mr.    Gbosvenor   denied    the   right   of    these 
men  to  compensation  in  any  other  character  but 
as  soldiers.  He  would  not  ask  whether  they  were 
traitors  or  not ;  it  was  as  soldiers  they  fought, 
and  as  soldiers  ought  to  be  rewarded  ;  so  ought 
our  own  citizens  who  fought  also.     As,  however, 
they  demanded  more  than  as  soldiers  they  could 
be  entitled  to.  and  grounded  that  demand  on  their 
particular  merits,  it  became  proper   to  inquire 
inlo  the  principles  upon  which  they  stood  for- 
ward and  made  that  claim  ;  and  those  principles 
when  examined  would  be   found   such  as   our 
nature   was  abhorrent  of.     Mr.  G.  then  took  a 
view  of  the  case,  not  only  in  its  political,  but  its 
moral  aspect,  in  both  of  which  the  measure  and 
the  grounds  taken   for   its  defence  were,  he  con- 
tended, entirely  indefensible.     How  came  it,  he 
asked,  that  no  proposition  was  made  for  compen- 
sation  to  our  citizens  whose  property  was  rav- 
aged, and  who  never  left   their  country  to  be- 
come  the   subjects   of  a    monarchy  ?     He  con- 
trasted this  intended  benefaction  ;  first,  with  the 
conduct  of  our  Government  to  our  native  mer- 
chants who  happened  to  be  in  England  in  pur- 
suit of  their  business  when  the  war  broke  out, 
and   in   hastening  back  again  to  their  country, 
were  pillaged  by  privateers  let  loose  upon  them 
by  Government;  and,  secondly,  wiih    the    total 
disregard  exhibited  by  the  Admmistration  to  the 
sufferings  of  the  people  of  Havre  de  Grace.     He 
animadverted   upon   the  singularity  of  the  fact, 
that  a  claim  should  be  now  set  up  and  sustained 
upon  the  invitation  held  out  by  General  Hull,  m 
his  proclamation  to  the  people  of  Upper  Canada, 
though    that   proclamation    was   formally   disa- 
vowed by  our  Ministers  at   Ghent ;  and  he  put 
the  question,  why,  if  they  rewarded  those  inea 
as  deserters,  they  did  not   reward  all  the  other 
deserters  that  came  over  also'J 

Mr.  Clay  replied  to  Mr.  Hclbert  and   Mr. 
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C^osvENOR,^s  did  Mr.  Wright.    Mr.  Hopkin- 
>%H    followe?,    supporting    the   motion    of  Mr. 
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\*5PB5TER,  wjjo  supported'his  motion  in  a  short 
l^  forcible  syeech. 

■jjJefore  thequestion  was  taken  on  the  motion 
t*  5trike  ouQ  the  section,  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
j^rnment  b^d  arrived;  when  the  Committee 
'^V  reportec^  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 

Fi;n.  J 


that  it  had  in  some  degree  devolved  on  him,  as  a 
sacred  and  solemn  duty,  to  call  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  subject  at  the  present  time,  and 
under  the  particular  circumstances  which  he  had 
noticed   above.     Accordingly,  indisposed   as   he 
was,  he  had,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  moment 
hurried  down  to  the  House,  and  seized  the  first 
possible  opportunity   to  offer   the  resolution  he 
held  in  his  hand.    Before  he  read  it  to  the  Chair 
he  would  be  permitted  to  add.  that  he  trusted  no 
gentleman  could  possibly  suppose  he  meant  there- 
by to  express  any  disapprobation  in  regard  to  the 

;  .         •,,.      ,  -      - ,•-. —  "- "--'..^u  o  i  resolutions  of  the   Legislature,  or  to  evince  thp 

^.mn  duty  obliged  him  to  claim  the  indulgence  I  smallest  disrespect  to  the  State  of  Virg.n.a      He 
.^IT'^^'  '  ^"1  moments      He  had  been    was  one  of  the  last  men  in  that  Hou?e  ti  do  so 
a.neJ  by  5i^vere_ indispos.t.oji  from  attending    Virginia  had  been  to  him.  in  no  small  degrer  a 

second   a/ma  mater.     Though  he  first  drew  his 
breath  in  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  he  had 
passed,  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  several  of 
his  early  years  in  the  former  State— b^'ing  exiled 
from  his  native  State,  then  in  possession  of  the 


ttEMALNSjOF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 
gstr.  HuGEf:  rose,  as  the  House  was  about  to 
al'tourn.  and  "observed:  That  what  he  deemed  a 


I^  duties  injthal  body  since  Saturday  last.  and. 
iwugh  bette{!  he  should  not  have  ventured  out 
t^'lay  but  fr^  a  piece  of  information  which  had 
aAjidentally  .eached  him  that  morning.  In 
^pricing   his?.eyes  over  the  papers  just  brought 


.    _3   ..._..>,...„.,.    vM^  ^a,,ci3  luai  uruugai    irum  lus  native  otate,  then  in  no<;session  of  ih 
fcn  ?nTl'rr  ".'•"  by  certain   resolutions  pub-    enemy.  He  had  met  ev'eryuhere^anTf  om  thou- 
iKed  in  x],tthchmond  Enquirer,  from  which  it  i  sands  in  Virginia,  hospitality.   kindnes°  friend 
-eared  thaj   the  Legislature  of  Virginia  had.    ^^in  onH  i,.  "Li^u.  -.:f..   .    7J  ■'"",.'  '   "'^°": 
an  unanin'.ous  vote,  authorized  the  Governor 
he  Sta<e  fj  apply  to  the  Honorable  Bushrod 
shington.'Mo  permit  the  remains  of  her  be- 
d  son.  th»^  late  General  George  Wa3Hi.>g- 
^  .  to  be  re*ioved  and  interred  near  the  capital 
CkjVirginia.  5  His   heart   sunk    within   him,   he 
c^fessed.  on- reading  those  resolutions,  and  re- 


^■^.  .     . 

Gliding  to  mii(d  the  scenes  he  had  once  witnessed. 
a$  I  in  which'jhe  had  personally  acted  a  part  on 
''J**^oo'"  of  th'itt  Congress,  which  represented  the 
American  nation,  on  the  death  of  this  great  man. 
lU  had  often ^since  thought  with  astonishment 


Ship,  and  he  might  with  propriety  add.  parental 
affection  and  protection.  It  was  impossible  all 
this  could  ever  be  erased  from  his  heart,  and  as 
he  before  observed,  he  had  never  ceased  to  regard 
Virginia  as  his  second  ahna  mater.  But  South 
Carolina  was  not  less  dear  to  him.  nor  could  he 
forget  her  claims  on  the  present  occasion.  She 
formed  a  portion,  and  he  was  bold  to  say  an  hon- 
orable portion  of  the  great  American  nation.  As 
such,  she  had  her  full  interest  in  the  pled<»e  pos- 
sessed, to  the  mortal  remains  of  our  Fath'er  and 
Chief.     As   a  South  Carolinian,   therefore,  and 

-    ji;  L    « =>.■■■   """  "^'""'^uiiicui.    member  of  the  American  family  as  well  as  fmm 

;  arA  more  tha|  regret,  of  the  apathy  of  the  Amer-    the   peculiar  circumstances  connected   w^hT 
iog^  people  c-o   this  subject.    But.  although  he    personal  situation,  being  an  immediate  Renre 

[are  of  his>t.iert.ons,  and  the  (ar  more  power-    at  the  present  time  of  the  State  of  South  Caro 

lina    he  felt  himself  imperiously  bound  to  offer 
the  following  resolution  to  the  House: 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exam- 


fa.  .  ^ 

fi^ exertions 'of  some  of  the  best  and  greatest 
nsli  who  w»Te  at  that  time  members  of  Con- 

iz^lhe  Pres.dtnt  of  chat  day  lo  wnle  m  behalf    it  may  be  cipe,i,,„i  ,o  adopt  at  the  pre.enuSe  ,„ 
on^be  Da  ,on:.o  Mrs.  Wa.b,n|jton,  and  lo  make  !  relation  to  that  .aered  and  ,Et„eat,„g  ?"b^?  '" 

::tMo^e'in>nr„r«xV;.%'eaberVaTh??o"'  -^'t^^^  '-'?°'""°"  ".^  -"'O"-"  «'^  "  --n 


^/ ,         ■»  """'.'vjiuf,.     iicjiuer  nau  ne  lor- 

gtfovn  the  adrjiirable  and  pathetic  letter  written 

b^^at  lady,  ap  which  she  grants  their  request. 

1^' remains  iZ,  Washington  then  were  pledged 

_to^ie  whole  i>tion,  and  he  trusted  the  time  was 


was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 


■;»  I  ! -■  --•..-    mt    iiiuc    wets 

^^l^ogth  coitZ:,  when  the  honors  sacredly  due  to 
th*«n  would  If?  paid,  as  they  ought  long  ago  to 
been,  by  /he  Representatives  of  the  whole 
•irican  peo^  le.     He  had  himself  been  a  mem- 
i;f  that  Congress,  and  one  of  those  who  had 
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Saturday.  February  17. 

Oa  motion  of  Mf.  Cady,  the  Committee  on  the 

Public  Lands  were  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the 

expediency  ol  authorizing  the  officers  who  are 

authorized  to  sell  the  public  lands,  to  accept  from 

Into    ei-kLli:n»^     •  ,T.    — .U j  -  _    J     __  r 


e  soldiers  to  whom  land  warrants  have  been  or 

ved  of  tlK-  aDDli'cation  madp  r'n \Vr  "  \r  "t"    '^*l  ^^  =""'^'^-  ^°'  'heir  services  in  the  late  war, 
r.n      Hp  ''<^.*PP"<^*''°°  ™a^e  to  Mrx  W  ash-    such  land  warrants  in  part  payment  for  any  lands 

;a.\e,^ot^.^z'r^.orenu^ 
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Madisonville,  id  t.ne  Mississippi  Territory,  by  the 
Cherokee  agency  ;  and  also,  that  between  Fort 
Hawkins  in  the  State  of  Georgia  and  Fort  Stod- 
dart. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  explana- 
tory of  his  views,  he  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to  : 

Rcaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  in- 
formation relative  to  the  duties  laid  on  articles  im{K}rt- 
ed  from  the  United  States  into  the  British  provinces  of 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  and  the 
duties  on  articles  exported  to  the  United  States  from 
the  said  provinces  ;  also  relative  to  duties  laid  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  British 
West  India  islands,  or  any  of  them,  from  the  United  \ 
States,  or  from  colonies  m  .\merica  owned  by  other 
foreign  European  Powers  ;  and  information  likewise  ^ 
as  to  the  duties  on  imports  and  exports,  to  which  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Slates  arc  subject  in  the  ports  of 
the  British  East  Indies. 

.Mr.  Pitkin  and  Mr.  Parris  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  tfie  said  resolution  to  the  | 
President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jewett.  the  House  proceed-  ! 
ed  to   consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
yesterday,  and   the  same  being  again  read,  was 
agreed  to   by   the    House;  and  Mr.  Jewett  and 
Mr.  Thomas  were  appointed  a  committee  to  pre-  i 
sent  the  said  resolution  to  the  President. 

REMAINS  OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON,      i 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hlger,  the  House  proceeded  j 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  yes- 1 
terday.  I 

Mr.  Hlger  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  i 
the   resolution;  and  called   the  attention  of  the! 
House  lo  the  correspondence  which  took  place  ' 
long  since  between  Congress  and  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton ;  and  the  pledge  then  given  to  the  nation  on 
this  interesting  subject. 

Mr.  Root,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  unwilling  j 
for  one  to  agree  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution, but  did  not  desire  to  make  any  remarks  ' 
against  it.  He  knew,  he  said,  that  it  was  consid-  ' 
ered  political  heresy  to  oppose  anything  plumed 
with  the  name  of  Washington,  but  on  this  oc- 
casion he  should  disregard  that  imputation.  It  ' 
had  once  been  attempted  to  erect  a  mausoleum,  i 
an  Egyptian  pyramid  to  him,  and  he  presumed 
such  was  the  object  of  the  resolution  now  offered. 
Such  an  enterprise  he  was  unwilling  to  secoad  ; 
not  because  the  fame  and  virtues  ol  Washing- 
ton had  less  effect  on  his  mind  than  on  others, 
but  because  he  wished  to  protect  that  fame,  which 
he  revered.  Mr.  R.  said  this  resolution  declared  the 
fame  of  Washington  perishable,  if  a  monument 
of  marble  be  not  erected  to  perpetuate  it.  Sir, 
his  fame  fills  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  and 
will  survive  long  after  your  marble  has  crumbled 
to  dust.  ^Ere  perennis — his  fame  is  more  du- 
rable than  brass  or  marble.  Let  his  remains 
slumber  on  their  native  plantation;  for  ray  part, 
said  Mr.  R.,  I  would  rather  his  name  should  live 
in  history  than  la  marble.  Erect  a  monument 
to  him,  and  it  may  at  some  future  day  be  exposed 
to  the  insults  of  an  enemy.     We  have  had  one 


enemy  who  would  not  respect  an  eJifice  erected 
to  him,  nor  could  his  name  protect  it  from  de- 
struction ;  but  they  cannot  reach  his  fame— can 
never  touch  it.  By  this  resolution  too.  some  may 
be  deprived  of  the  exercise  of  their  political  de- 
votion. _  We  know  that  professing  devotees  who 
now  come  here,  must  makea  pilgrimage  to  Mount 
Vernon  to  show  their  devotion.  The  expense 
likewise,  said  Mr.  R.,  forms  a  serious  objection  to 
such  a  scheme,  and  every  good  and  great  man 
hereafter  will  have  a  claim  to  a  similar  honor. 
Let  us  not  establish  the  precedent. 

Mr.  HuGER  said  in  reply,  that  in  one  respect 
the  gentleman  was  in  an  error ;  no  expense  was 
now  proposed.  He  had  endeavored  so  to  word 
the  resolution  as  to  escape  objection.  He  could 
not,  he  said,  reconcile  it  to  his  mind,  as  a  citizen 
of  this  country,  longer  to  neglect  those  sacred 
remains.  Wliether  that  neglect  was  right  or 
wrong,  he  had  not  said,  nor  did  he  intend  now  to 
pronounce  ;  but  this  he  could  with  propriety  as- 
sert, that  the  United  States  are  bound  to  act  on 
the  subject  in  some  shape  or  other,  and  the  object 
of  the  resolution  was  simply  to  call  on  them  lo 
say  what  they  are  willing  to  do.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Congress  which  gave  to  the  nation  a 
solemn  pledge  on  this  subject,  and  he  wished  them 
now  to  decide  whether  that  pledge  was  to  be  re- 
deemed or  relinquished.  He  had  not  thought  of 
a  mausoleum,  nor  indeed  had  he  contemplated 
any  particular  object  of  that  kind.  But.  because 
there  may  be  some  expense  attending  it.  are  Con- 
gress to  do  nothing  in  a  case  where  they  are  so 
sacredly  pledged  ?  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  we  are  called 
on  to  act  on  this  subject — a  great  State  has  most 
solemnly  called  on  us.  The  majority  may  say, 
'our  father  is  dead,  we  are  satisfied,  let  his  re- 
mains rest;"  but  if  such  be  the  case,  let  Virginia 
at  once  have  the  honor  and  glory  of  providing  for 
them.  Unwilling  as  I  am.  that  any  State  should 
possess  the  venerated  remains  of  Washington  ; 
yet,  if  we  decline  it,  let  his  native  Slate  do  them 
honor.  Nothing  has  been  said  by  me  about  a 
mausoleum  or  a  monument.  All  I  ask  is  a  deci- 
sion in  one  way  or  other  ;  to  redeem  or  reject  the 
pledge  given— in  that  I  surely  ask  nothing  wrong. 

The  resolution  was  then  modified  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House  as  follows,  and  a  committee  o[ 
seven  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  a  former  Congress  on 
tbe  lamented  death  of  the  late  George  Washijtgto.x, 
and  to  take  into  consideration  what  further  measures 
it  may  be  expedient  to  adopt  at  the  present  time  in 
relation  to  that  solemn  and  interesting  subject. 

Messrs.  Hlger,  Smith,  of  Maryland.  Tall- 
madge,  Jackson,  Moore.  Champion,  and  Con- 
ner, were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  this  House. 

CANADIAN  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Canadiari  volunteers ;  Mr.  Webster's  motion  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  (to  reject  the  bill)  still 
under  consideration. 
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The  debi.ie  on  this  question  was  resumed  and 
^•ontinued  jvith  unabated  warmth,  until  near  sun- 
set.    In   ii>'is   debate    the  bill  was  advocated   by 
^Alessrs.  C<#MSTOCK,  Root,  and  Robertson,  and 
y^jpposed     by    Messrs.    Hahdin.    Sergeant,   and 
V<5ro9ven(^.    Messrs.  Jewett,  and  King,  of  Mas- 
i^chusett<!»also  spoke;  though   hostile  to  the  bill 
'.p  its  present  shape,  if  amended  so  as  to  include 
V^mficao  «:itizens  only,  they  would  vole  for  it. 
^    Mr.  Covstock  spoke  aj.  follows : 
"i^    Mr.  Chr^irman,  perhaps  prudence  dictates  me 
to  be  silen^upon  this  occasion  ;  but  really,  sir,  I 
annot.  w^hout  domg  violence  to  my  feelings, 
ubmit  to  Jts  suggestions. 
'*i     After  ll^e  ample  and   lucid    discussion  which 
nhissubjeoj  has  received,  I  cannot  have  the  vanity 
o  suppose^it  in  my  power  to  present  it  in  a  more 
^•ust  or  correct  point  of  view.     And  indeed,  sir. 
were  I  ev{r  >o  competent.  1  have  too  much  re- 
j/  pect  for  viis  honorable  body  to  wish  to  detain 
them  at  tl^s  late  hour  of  the  day.     Coming  from 
that  State*which  the  gentleman,  upon  whose  pe- 
tition the  i)ill  before  us  is  predicated,  contributed 
5 nobly  ix\^  bravely  to  defend;  yes,  sir,  coming 
•^from  thatttown  in  which  one  of  these  petitioners 
^'formerly  ^ad  the  happiness  to  reside ;  possessing 
S*  knowleiJ^ge  of  the  fair  and  honorable  character 
^Hiof  some  iti  these  Canadian   refugees,  I  must  be 
Jpermitied^  to  express  ray  anxious  wish  that  the 
jt.  motion   u«ider  consideration   may  be  negatived, 
d^iind  that  i^ie  bill  may  pass. 

P  Sir,  fr(|m  private  citizens,  the  former  neigh- 
^bors  of  hifQ  whose  name  appears  first  on  the  peii- 
.  -lion  to  wljjch  I  have  alluded,  as  well  as  from  in- 
.elligent  ajid  respectable  officers  of  the  late  army  ; 
I'rora  tliefe  unquestionable  sources  of  informa- 
tion. I  haVe  derived  a  knowledge  of  his  conduct 
and  char^'ter.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  represented  to 
.^  be  gentlef»)anly  and  virtuous  ;  as  a  soldier,  honor- 
^able  and  krave.  If  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  he 
,*isiheman.'who,atthe  battle  of  Queenstown.  sought 
^and  founij  one  of  my  wounded  townsmen,  se- 
"^cured  hii^  from  savage  ferocity,  poured  into  his 
-  wounds  t;,e  oil  and  the  wine,  and  did  all  that  lay 
«:  in  his  pov/er  to  meliorate  his  condition,  and  alle- 
^  viate  his  jiufferings. 

^  With  tJie  history  of  a  number  of  these  unfor- 
«^  tunaie  m^n  I  am  somewhat  acquainted  ;  that  his- 
5  tory  is  hujhly  creditable  to  them  as  citizens  and 
s  as  soldierjs.  One  of  your  petitioners  is  respecta- 
?'  ble  in  a  learned  profession.  I  do  not  believe,  sir, 
J  they  merit  the  reproaches  which  have  been  l|v- 
^  ished  up(Tn  them  by  gentlemen  with  such  unmer- 
■^,  ciful  prcfusion.  Mr.  Ciiairman,  what  is  their 
5  crime?  |\ntecedent  to  the  late  war,  when  rela- 
i"tionsof  Jeace  and  amity  subsisted  between  the 
Governujjot  of  Great  Britain  and  this  country, 
these  mevi  became  adventurers  in  Canada;  there 
they  purfut'd  honest  private  avocations,  to  belter 
their  forjuoes.  and  to  acquire  a  livelihood  for 
f  themselves  and  families.  Sir,  there  was  no  crime 
V  10  this ;  '^  was  perfectly  lawful  and  commenda- 
?  ble.  WtJ  do  not  learn  that,  at  this  time,  they 
-  were  guijty.  or  even  accused  of  any  incendiary 
Z.-  proceedit|gs.  On  the  contrary,  every  part  of 
*^.  their  conduct,  from   the   best    information,  indi 
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caied  the  industrious  and  peaceful  citizen.   Soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  these 
petitioners  were  treated  by  the  administration  in 
Canada  with  su-picion  and  unkindness.     Some 
of  them,  I  understand,  were  arrested,  restrained 
of  their  liberty,  dragged  from  their  families  and 
business,  and  confined  to  the  precincts  of  a  prison. 
Deplorable,  indeed,  must  have  been   iheir  situa- 
tion;   their  amiable  and  tender  families  deprived 
of  earthly  protection,  left  to  mourn  the  absence 
of  those  whose  cheering  society  and  kind  offices 
had  conduced  to  supply  the  wants  and  alleviate 
the  cares  of  life;  society  and  kind  offices  rendered 
doubly  dear  and  necessary  in  the  stormy  and  dis- 
tressing season  of  hostility.     No  specific  charges, 
sir,  were  ever  adduced  to  justify  this  violent  pro- 
cedure ;  ii  was  obviously  Jounded  on  a  mere  sus- 
picion  that   these   persons  were  attached   to  the 
eternal  principles  ol  virtuous  liberty.     After  hav- 
ing endured    this   bondage  and   degradation   for 
some   time,  the  devoted   objects   of  jealous  and 
vindictive  passion,  they  were  liberated  from  con- 
finement.    Repeated  solicitations  were  made  by 
those  oppressed  persons  for  an  explicit  declara- 
tion of  the  charg^es  against  them,  which  were  as 
often  refused.     They  entertained  the  opinion  that 
protection  and  allegiance  are  of  reciprocal  obli- 
gation.     The    Provincial    Government    having 
practised  towards  them  a  cruel  and  outrageous 
violation  of  law  and  justice,  induced  a  conviction 
that  they  no  longer  owed  it  any  allegiance.     To 
remain  in  Canada  promised  nothing  but  wretch- 
edness and  destruction.    Every  prospect  of  enjoy- 
ing happiness  and   pro>perity  in   that  proTJDce 
was  annihilated.     At  this  painful  crisis,  sir,  their 
minds  were   naturally  directed    to    their    native 
country,  whose  inhabitants  they  recollected  with 
fraternal  affection;  and  whose   political  institu- 
tions, founded  on   the   principles  of  reason   and 
philosophy,  invited  their  respect  and  admiration. 
A  country,  sir.  where  the   human    mind  seems 
destined  to  receive  the  greatest  development  and 
expansion,  morality  its  utmost   refinement,  and 
where  I  believe  tlie  undefiled  religion  of  Jesus 
will   be   inculcated  and   embraced    with    divine 
power  and  constancy.     Invited  through  the  proc- 
lamations of  your  Generals,  as  well  as  from  the 
spirit  and  tenor  of  the  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  Colonel  Wilcox,  the  gallant  and 
lamented  leader  of  their  corps,  with  promises  of 
protection  ;  they  joined  your  standard  from  the 
noblest  motives.     They  have  fought  by  your  side, 
assisted  in  sustaining  your  eagles  on  the  shores  of 
Canada,  acquired  laurels,  but  reduced  themselves 
and  families  to  poverty  and  distress. 

Mr.  Chairman,  have  they  committed  an  unpar- 
donable offence  ?  Shall  they  find  no  asylum  on 
this  side  the  grave?  Why  arc  they  the  subjects 
of  obloquy?  Why  treat  them  with  "scoffs,  and 
scorns,  and  contumelious  taunts?" 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  principles  of  virtue  are 
binding  upon  us  at  all  times,  and  upon  all  occa- 
sions. They  are  of  universal  and  eternal  appli- 
cation ;  in  private  and  public  situations  we  are 
bound  by  their  sanction?.  It  is  not  enough  for 
us  to  deplore  in  mere  expression  the  adversity  of 


1013 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1014 


Febroarv,  1816, 


Proceedings. 


H.  ofR. 


a  friend;  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  say  to  naked  and 
hungry  brethren,  be  ye  clothed  and  fed.  No,  sir. 
it  behooves  us  to  evince  the  nature  and  degree  oi 
our  sympathy;  to  demonstrate  the  sincerity  of 
our  professions,  by  stretching  forth  the  hand  of 
benevolence  to  alleviate  their  sufferings.  Let  us 
be  just,  if  not  generous,  upon  this  occasion;  let 
us  evidence  the  honest  sincerity  of  our  attach- 
ment to  those  who  revere  the  immutable  princi- 
ples of  propriety  upon  which  our  Republic  is 
predicated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  petitioners  have  been 
likened  to  assassins.  Sir.  I  deny  the  justice  of 
the  comparison  ;  they  are  liumane  and  honorable 
men;  they  have  not  invaded  the  private  sanctu- 
ary of  the  citizen  to  perpetrate  loul  deeds  of  cru- 
elly and  murder.  They  have  not  approached 
the  enemy  obliquely;  but  have  met  him  boldly 
in  front,  in  open  and  manly  warfare. 

We  are  asked  why  we  would  remunerate  the 
losses  of  these  petitioners,  and  refuse  equal  just- 
ice and  liberality  to  our  own  citizens.  Sir, 
these  petitioners,  in  entering  our  service,  hazarded 
more,  and  have  lost  more,  than  even  our  own  cit- 
izens. Confiscation  of  real  estate  and  the  halter 
might  have  been  their  fate.  The  former  they 
have  suffered  ;  they  have  lost  all  their  property  ; 
had  they  been  made  prisoners,  the  latter  evil,  to 
which  tiiey  exposed  themselves  by  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  States,  would  most  certainly  have 
been  inflicted  upon  them.  But.  sir.  I  would  re- 
munerate our  citizens  for  all  the  losses  resulting 
from  the  conflagration  and  ravages  of  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war. 

We  went  to  war  for  national  wrongs  and  indig- 


tnilitary  talents  and  experience,  will  form  a  use- 
ful barrier  against  his  sanguinary  assaults. 

When  Mr.  C.  had  concluded,  several  motions 
were  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise,  to  defer  the 
question  to  another  day.  but  without  success. 

The  question  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
at   length  put,  about  five  o'clock,  and  decided  in 
the  negative  ;  only  twenty-five  rising  in  favor  of 
the  motion. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


nilies  ;  the  war  was  a  common  cause;  and  the 
burdens  and  privations  consequent  upon  its  pros- 
ecution, ought  to  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  mutu- 
ally borne,  as  the  advantages  of  its  issue  are  uni- 
versally enjoyed.  Becaose  a  fellow-citizen  has 
the  misfortune  to  reside  on  the  frontier,  where  he 
IS  exposed  to  the  first  onset  of  the  war.  and  to  the 
predatory  incursions  of  the  enemy.  1  would  not 
leave  him  to  sustain  alone  the  destruction  of  his 
property.  This  is  an  evil  in  which  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  nation,  in  my  apprehension,  ought 
to  participate.  I  think  the  people  of  the  interior, 
whose  local  situation  comparatively  exempted 
them  from  the  dangers  and  devastations  of  the 
war,  ought  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  borders,  wiih  j)ecuniary  assist- 
ance, by  sharing  equally  with  them  their  losses. 

Great  and  good  men  have  admitted  the  justice 
of  this  principle,  and  we  are  abundantly  able  to 
cairry  it  into  execution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  by  granting  ihise  petitioners 
donations  of  land,  you  will  promote  the  sale  and 
enhance  the  value  of  iho^e  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  They  will  make  roads,  erect  bridges, 
mills,  &.C..  and  form  a  society  which  must  invite 
and  encourage  emigration  inio  the  western  wilds. 
Besides,  sir,  should  our  pacific  relations  change 
and  give  place  to  war;  should  the  savage  warrior 
raise  his  tomahawk  in  the  West,  the  men  for 
whom  this  bill  provides,  possessing  graliiude,  ai- 
lachment.  and  fidelity  to  the  Grovernment.  with 


Monday.  February  19. 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, staling,  that  in  consequence  of  the  occa- 
pation  of  Castine,  in  the  district  of  Penobscot,  by 
the  British  forces  during  the  laie  war,  they  entered 
their  goods  at  the  port  of  Hamden,  in  said  dis- 
trict, which  was  not  established  as  a  port  of  entry, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  said  goods  have 
been  seized  and  libelled  by  the  revenue  officers, 
and  praying  the  interposition  of  Congress. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Cults,  betting  forth  that  he  paid  to 
the  collector  of  the   porl  of  York,  in    the   Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  the  amount  due  by  him  on  sev- 
eral custom-house  bonds,  and  that  the  said  coi- 
'  lector  has  since  absconded. and,  having  neglected 
I  to  cancel  the  said  bonds,  he  has  been  sued,  and 
judgment  recovered  against  him  by  the  United 
Slates,  and  praying  relief  in  the  premises. — Re- 
i  ferred  to  the  Commiltee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  a 
confirmation  of  all  Spanish  grants,  warrants,  and 
orders  of  survey,  of  lands  lying  within  that  part 
I  of  the  late  district  of  West   Florida  embraced 
I  within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  which  were 
I  issued  prior  to  the  taking  po>session  of  that  coun- 
i  try  by  llie  United  States, — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legis- 
[  lalure  ol  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  stating  that 
I  in  the  Winter  of  1S12  the  frontier  inhabitants,  at 
I  the  request  of  Governor  Howard,  erected  foils 
along  the  extensive  frontier  of  the  Territory,  fur- 
nished the  same  with  arms  and  ammunition  at 
I  their  own  expense,  and  defended  the  same,  and 
1  praying  a  donation  of  lands  as  a  compensation. — 
j  Referred  to  Mr.  Easton,  Mr.  McLean  of  Ken- 
I  lucky,  Mr.  Alexander.    Mr.  Jewett,  and  Mr. 
Vose. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

{  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Audrain, 

which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain;  which  was  read  twice, 

and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Barry 
and  George  Hodge;"'  which  was  read,  and,  toge- 
ther with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Commiltee  on  Naval 


I' 


II: 


I  i'. 


A'  ' 


noi5 

V  

5«. 


?! 


HIST ORI  OF  CONGRESS. 


1016 


OF  R. 


Virginia  ContesUd  Election. 


Febhuary,  1816 


? Affairs,  to'jtrhich  has  been  referred  the  petitions 
y(|f  sundry; persons  who  were  wounded  at  Dart- 
^luoor  prisiin,  in  England,  reported  a  bill  placing 
^-ertain  persons  on  the  list  of"  navy  pensioners; 
^which  wav  read  twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Com- 
jjmittee  of  'he  whole  House  to-morrow. 

*  Mr.  PLkASANTs  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
;ithe  payraeiat  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  T.  Court 
rney  and  Samuel  Harrison,  or  their  legal  repre- 
"Csentative^i  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
^10  a  Comj"J>ittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

i "  The  SC'JEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
♦'^from  the  ;5|ecretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  his 
<i  report  malie  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Jt  14th  instaj|t,  respecting  the  duties  paid  on  the  ton- 
'j  nage  of  ESJ-itish  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the 
>lUaited  States,  with  cargoes  from  the  British  West 
ijindies;  wjiich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
^the  table. ' 

5.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  a  committee  was 
«  appointec^-lo  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  incor- 
J  poraied  l^^nks  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 

*  so  far  as  fljch  inquiry  may  be  consistent  with  the 

*  privileges^of  their  respective  charters;  and  also 
'. ;4o  inquire    into   the    number  of  unincorporated 


^ 


banking  a»socialions  which  exist  within  the  said 


*[5  District.  ^,id  the  rules  and  principles  of  such  asso- 
V>  ciaiions,  j^dd  to  ascertain  as  near  as  may  be  the 
;  amount  qJ'  bills  by  theiu  issued,  their  ability  to 
i'  redeem  tUe  same,  and  to  make  a  report  to  this 
J?  House.     : 

'**      Mr.  WijBoTER.  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  PtEAdANTs, 
Mr.  Desha,  and  Mr.  Yates,  were  appointed  a 
A  commiitc'ft  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 
T.      A  mescige  from  tiie  Senate  informed  the  House 


V  = 


;'.  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House. 
**^ entitled  "^An  act  lor  the  relief  of  John  Redman 
?:*Coie,"  wjlh  au  amendment,  in  which  they  desire 
i;  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

••     PETITipN  OF  T.WLOR  AND  .Mc>'E.\L,  &c. 

The  f-'il'EAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
■    "  ~  '  "'       on  the  petition  of 

which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — The  report  is  as 


^t 


'^  from  tht:^  Secretary  of  War.  on 
^-  Taylor  a.k^d  McNeal  and  others; 


^  follows:  ^ 


W 


AR 
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Dbfabtn£xt,  Feb.  16,  1816. 
Sir  :  Ij.  obedience    to    the  order   of  the  House  of 
Represenj^atives  of  the  6th  instant,  referring  the  peti- 
tion of  T|iylor  and  McNeal  and  others  to  this  Depart- 
ment, I  h|ve  the  honor  to  state  : 

That,  ii*  all  cases  where   losses  haTe  been  incurred 

)^  by  the  amplication  of  private  property  to  public  pur- 

\^  poses  byjinilitary  commanders,   under  circumstances 

i."  which,  ii^  tbe  opinion  of  the  ExecutiTc,  justified  the 

:  5;  ^^^  indeiinity  is  considered  within  the  legitimate  pow- 

i  ^  erg  of  thfc.  War  Department. 

Vr  Had  thV  case  of  the  petitioners  been  founded  upon 
W  a  proceeding  purely  miUtary,  under  the  principle  here 
stated,  8.^isfaction  would  hare  been  made.  It  ap- 
^  pears,  ho*  ever,  that  the  application  of  private  prop- 
^  ertj  to  piibhc  purposes,  in  this  case,  has  been  made  by 
y^  a  body  ot'citizens,  acting  as  a  committee  of  vigilance, 
*  who,  in  ttat  capaaty.  were  not  subject  to  the  military 
)^    orders  of  the  Commanding  General. 

The  cliim  for  redress  is  not  weakened  by  this  cir- 
cum«tsnci  ;  but  the   petitioners  must  obtam  that  re- 


i 

i 


item  from  tbe   Legislature,  which  ii  competent  to 

afford  it. 

Under  an  act  of  Congress  bearing  date  the  16th  of 
July,  1813,  the  sum  of  $250,000  was  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  hiring  or  purchasing  hulks  to  be  sunk 
in  such  ports  or  harbor  as  should  be  menaced  by  the 
enemy.  This  appropriation  was  considered  as  form- 
ing a  part  of  that  for  fortifications,  and  has  been  ap- 
plied partly  to  its  legitimate  object,  and  the  remainder, 
together  with  other  sums  under  that  head  of  appro- 
priation, has  been  transferred  to  the  head  of  subsist- 
ence, and  exhausted  upon  that  object. 

A  liberal  construction  of  this  act,  did  the  fund  yet 
exist,  might  embrace  the  ca^c  of  the  petitioners.  An 
appropriation  for  this  object  is,  therefore,  indispen- 
sable, if  relief  is  intended  to  be  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Hb>rt  Clat, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  lieps. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  Porterfield.  contesting  the  seat  of  William 
McCoy,  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  for 
the  State  of  Virginia;  which  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  at  the  last  election  in  Virginia,  the  petitioner 
and  sitting  member  were  opposing  candidates  in  the 
Congressional  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  .\u- 
gusta,  Rockingham,  Pendleton,  and  Dath.  The  whole 
number  of  votes  given  in  the  district  were  2,378,  of 
which  1,213  were  returned  for  the  sitting  member, 
and  1,165  for  the  petitioner.  One  of  the  votes  given 
for  the  sitting  member  was,  by  mistake,  set  down  and 
returned  for  the  petitioner  ;  and  three  votes  offered  to 
be  given  for  the  sitting  member  were  improperly  re- 
jected by  the  sheriff,  and  have  been  added  to  his  poll 
by  the  committee.  From  these  facts,  it  appears  that 
the  sitting  member's  majority  amounts  to  fifty-three 
votes.  But,  of  the  votes  given  at  the  said  election, 
745  were  objected  against  as  illegal  ;  of  which  390 
were  given  for  the  petitioner,  and  355  for  the  sitting 
member.  The  committee  have  carefully  investigated 
the  titles  u{>on  which  the  said  votes  were  given,  and 
find  that  there  are  upon  the  polls  of  the  petitioner  171, 
and  of  the  sitting  member  149  illegal  votes.  The  dif- 
ference between  these  numbers  being  added  to  the 
53  votes  above  mentioned,  gives  to  the  sitting  member 
a  majority  of  75  over  the  petitioner.  The  election  in 
the  said  district  commenced  in  the  county  of  Pendle- 
ton on  the  4th,  and  closed  in  the  county  of  Augusta 
on  the  24th  day  of  -\pril  last.  On  the  next  day  the 
petitioner  caused  a  notice,  in  writing,  to  be  served  on 
the  fitting  member,  communicating  the  intention  of 
contesting  his  election.  On  the  22d  day  of  May  the 
petitioner  served  on  the  sitting  member  a  list  of  votes, 
to  the  IcgaUty  of  which  he  objected ;  on  the  9th  of 
June  the  .oitting  member  served  a  simdar  list  on  tbe 
petitioner,  and  invited  him  to  a  speedy  commencement 
of  the  investigation.  On  the  22d  of  August  the  peti- 
tioner notified  the  sitting  member  of  his  intention  to 
commence  the  investigation  on  the  4th  of  September 
then  next,  at  the  court-house  in  the  county  of  Augusti, 
and  to  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  circumstances 
would  adout  to  the  other  counties  in  the  district.     On 
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the  last  mentioned  day  the  sitting  member  caused  to 
be  delivered  to  the  petitioner  a  protest,  in  writing, 
against  the  legality  of  bis  proceedings,  and  declined 
attending  accordingly.  The  petitioner  proceeded  to 
take  testimony  in  support  of  his  votes,  pursuant  to  the 
notice.  Upon  these  facts  the  sitting  member  contended 
that  the  committee  ought  not  to  receive  the  testimony 
so  taken  ;  first,  because  it  had  not  been  taken  within 
the  period  limited  for  that  purpose  in  contested  elec- 
tions for  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia  ;  and  second,  because  the 
delay  of  the  petitioner  in  commencing  the  investiga- 
tion for  more  than  four  months,  was  unreasonable, 
and  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

The  committee  overruled  these  objections,  and  ad- 
mitted the  evidence. 

Upon  proceeding  to  a  scrutiny  of  the  votes  in  the 
county  of  Rockingham,  the  petitioner  contended  that 
the  whole  poll  ought  to  be  rejected. 

1st.  Because  the  election  commenced  in  his  ab- 
sence. 

2d.  Because  the  four  clerks  or  writers  appointed 
by  the  sheriff  to  keep  tbe  poll  were  not  sworn  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  the  voting,  "  that  they  would 
take  the  poll  fairly  and  impartially  ;"  but,  on  the  next 
day  after  the  election,  examined  and  subscribed  the 
poll,  and  made  affidavit  thereon,  "  that  the  same  did 
contain  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  votes  taken 
at  the  said  election,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
belief." 

3d.  Because  the  names  of  the  voters  were  not  writ- 
ten under  the  names  of  the  candidates  in  separate  col- 
umns, but  in  the  same  column,  and  the  votes  carried 
forward  and  marked  under  the  names  of  the  candi- 
dates for  whom  they  respectively  voted  ;  and, 

4lh.  Because  great  noise  and  confusion  prevailed  at 
the  election,  without  any  effectual  attempt  by  the  sher- 
iff to  prevent  it. 

The  first  and  fourth  of  these  objections  were  not 
supported  by  evidence ;  the  second  and  third  were 
overruled  by  the  committee.  In  regard  to  the  sec- 
ond objection,  it  was  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  two 
of  the  clerks  who  kept  the  poll,  "  that  although  they 
were  not  sworn  before  the  voting  commenced,  yet  they 
conducted  their  poll-book  under  the  impression  that 
they  would  be  sworn  after  the  polls  were  closed,  and 
that  this  had  been  the  most  usual  custom  in  the  county 
of  Rockingham."  In  regard  to  the  third  objection,  it 
not  only  was  proved  that  it  had  been  usual  to  keep 
the  poll  in  that  manner  in  the  county  of  Rockingham, 
but  the  poll  in  the  county  of  Pendleton,  where  the 
election  commenced,  and  in  which  the  petitioner  had 
a  majority  of  the  votes,  was  kept  in  the  same  manner, 
and  was  not  impeached  by  either  party.  The  errors 
specified  in  these  objections,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  relate  more  to  form  than  substance.  It 
was  not  alleged  or  pretended  that  the  final  result  had 
been  in  anywise  varied  in  consequence  of  a  deviation 
in  these  particulars  from  the  letter  of  the  law  regulat- 
ing elections. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation,  the  sitting  member 
apphed  to  the  committee  for  permission  to  avail  him- 
self of  an  agreement  entered  into  between  him  and 
the  petitioner  at  the  election  in  the  county  of  Pendle- 
ton, to  the  following  effect :  That  votes  should  he  ad- 
mitted on  title  bonds  for  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land, 
accompanied  with  a  possession  of  six  months  ;  that  per- 
sons having  a  right  to  vote  in  one  county,  but  hap- 
pening to   be  at  an   election   in   another    county  of 


the  same  district,  might  vote  in  such  other  counUr,  and 
that  votes  of  persons  residing  out  of  the  district  should 
not  be  admitted.  The  petitioner  admitted  such  agree- 
ment to  have  been  made,  but  contended  that  he  was 
absolved  from  its  obligation,  because  the  sitting  mem- 
ber had  admitted  the  votes  of  two  or  more  persons  not 
residing  within  the  limits  of  the  Congressional  district 
to  be  entered  on  his  poll  and  counted  among  his  votes. 
This  allegation  was  denied  by  the  sitting  member. 

The  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  agreement 
of  the  parties  could  not  either  diminish  or  enlarge  the 
elective  franchise  as  secured  to  the  freeholders  of  the 
district,  by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  decided, 

1st.  That  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  residing  out 
of  the  district,  but  having  competent  estate  and  pos- 
sessions within  it,  be  held  legal. 

2d.  That  all  votes  not  given  in  the  county  where 
the  land  upon  which  they  were  respectively  given  was 
situate,  be  rejected  ;  and, 

3d.  That  all  votts  given  by  virtue  of  title  bonds,  not 
conveying  a  legal  freehold  estate,  be  rejected. 

The  committee  further  decided, 

Ist.  That  all  votes  recorded  on  the  poll  lists  should 
be  presumed  good,  unless  impeached  by  evidence. 

2d.  That  certified  copies  of  the  commissioner's 
books  or  land  lists  should  be  read  in  evidence,  and 
deemed  satisfactory  as  to  the  qualification  or  disquali- 
fication of  voters,  unless  corrected  by  other  evidence;* 
and, 

3d.  That  the  affidavit  of  a  voter  taken  before  com- 
petent authority,  in  pursuance  of  regular  and  sufficient 
notice,  should  be  read  in  evidence  to  prove  his  title  to 
vote. 

The  committee  deem  it  proper  to  report  to  the  House 
these  decisions,  by  which  it  has  been  regulated  in  con- 
ducting the  investigation,  and  respectfully  submit  the 
following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  William  McCoy  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House." 

The  Committee  of  Elections  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  documents 
heretofore  presented  and  referred  to  them  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  George  Baer. — They  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

COM.MERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  managers  on  the  part, 
of  this  House,  at  the  conference  with  the  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
upon  the  bill,  from  the  Senate,  '■  concerning  the 
convention  to  regulate  t'le  commerce  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  Stales  and  His  Britannic 
.Majesty,"  made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  —  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses,  upon  the  bill  concerning  the  convention 
to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States  and  His  BriUnnic  Majesty ;  submit 
to  the  House  a  report  of  tbe  result  of  their  conference. 

For  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 


•  In  England,  on  the  trial  of  contested  elections,  the 
poll-book  is  admitted  in  evidence,  [See  1st  Peckwell 
on  Contested  Elections,  page  208 ;  and  2d  Peckwell, 
page  270.] 
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^^,  they  prcii'Dted,  in  paraaancs  of  the  daty  asaigaed 
ic   them,  ani^  for   tbn   reasons   therein   mentioned,  a 

fement  in  f/riting,  to  the  following  effect : 
The  coirttnittee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
ifiuse  of  Rerresentatives  to  confer  with  a  committee 
^  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  the  disagreement  of 
i|A:  latter  t4>  certain  amendments  proposed  by  the 
^yuse,  to  a  iSll  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "A  bill  con- 
^ning  the  convention  to  regulate  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  Territories  of  the  United  States  and  His 
^itannic  M;^esty,"  with  a  view  to  guard  against  mis- 
^prehensior''  to  give  greater  precision  to  discussions 
S^  the  confe^nce,  and  to  reduce,  into  as  narrow  a 
^uipass  as  p(»8sible,  the  points  of  difference  between 
two  bran^cs  of  the  legislative  body,  have  deemed 
advisable  to>  submit  to  the  committee  of  the  Senate, 
reasons  vjhich  have  governed  the  House  in  its  de- 
'minations,.  ;n  the  shape  of  a  written  communica- 

^^"It  is  noti  to  be  concealed  that  the  disagreement 
b^ween  the  TvVo  Houses  has  originated  in  a  question 

relation  tc, their  respective  Con»titutional  powers; 

I  the  comi|^ittce  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
jl^i  without  'a  hope  that  the  diversity  of  opinion  on 
^is  interecti&g  and  important  question  is  not  so  ma- 
^nal  (at  lea^.  in  its  operation  upon  the  specific  sub- 
Act  before  tt^  legislative  body)  as  at  hrst  view  it  might 
X<pear.  W.  .hout  entering  upon  an  extensive  inquiry 
\^  relation  tikthe  treaty-mating  ptiwer,  the  committee 
\^\  venture 'to  define,  as  accurately  as  they  can,  the 
?^  line  whi|;h  at  present  divides  the  contending  par- 
'  s.     It  IS  ^  less   importance   to  ascertain    how  far 

ey    have    lyretofore   disagreed,  or  may  hereafter  dif- 

,   than   to|Jiscover   what   it   is   precisely  that  now 

ides  them ' 
I 
"  In  the  j><rformance  of  this  duty  the  committee  of 

JLe  House  Ji'  Representatives  are  inclined  to  hope 
if  at  It  will  jjaffuiently  appear,  that  there  is  no  irrec- 
oncilable diflirence  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
rgislature.  ^ 
•  They  ar.  persuaded  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
£ive8  does  \\o\,  assert  the  pretension  that  no  treaty 
9^a  be  mad*  without  their  assent;  nor  do  they  con- 
V:iid  that  ii^  all  cases  legislative  aid  is  indispensably 
^icessary,  f.iher  to  give  validity  to  a  treaty,  or  to 
4t»rry  it  into  execution.  On  the  contrary,  they  are 
^tievcd  to  a^lmit,  that  to  some,  nay  many  treaties,  no 
^uildtive  ^ynction  is  required,  no  legislative  aid  is 
^cessary.     "' 

On   the  j|>ther  hand,  the  committee    are  not  less 


^tistied  tha^  it  is  by  no  means  the  intention  of  the 
Si-nate  to  assort  the  treaty-making  power  to  be  in  all 
^iscs  indepcjident  of  the  legislative  authority.  So  far 
JBom  it,  that^hey  are  believed  to  acknowledge  the  ne- 
Jf.ssity  of  legislative  enactment  to  carry  into  execu- 
^'on  all  treatfi;^  which  contain  stipulations  requiring 
'(ipropriatioY*,  or  which  might  bind  the  nation  to  lay 
Mies,  to  rai:«?  armies,  to  support  navies,  to  grant  sub- 
ydics,  to  crr.te  States,  or  to  cede  territory  ;  if  indeed 
«ts  power  crista  in  the  Government  at  all.  In  some 
^  all  of  the^i-  cases,  and  probably  in  many  others,  it 
X  conceivedjrto  be  admitted,  that  the  legislative  body 
•lUst  act,  in,< order  to  give  effect  and  operation  to  a 
;  and»;f  in  any  case  it  be  necessary,  it  may  con- 
*Jently  be  b/sertcd  that  there  is  no  difference  in  prin- 
ple  between  the  Houses ;  the  difference  is  only  in 
(»d  applicatrtm  of  the  principle.  For  if,  as  has  been 
idled,  the  THouse  of  Representatives  contend  that 
jiieir  aid  is  f  nly  in  some  cases  necessary,  and  if  the 

• 

{ 

« 


Senate  admit  that  in  acme  cases  it  is  necessary,  the 
inference  is  irresistible,  that  the  only  question  in  each 
case  that  presents  itself  is,  whether  it  be  one  of  the 
cases  in  which  legislative  provision  is  requisite  for  pre- 
serving the  national  faith,  or  not. 

"  This  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  by  no  meaibi 
an  unimportant  point  gained.  Its  influence  upon  the 
feelings  with  which  the  two  bodies  will  naturally  ap- 
proach questions  of  this  description  may  be  of  no 
trivial  consequence ;  for,  as  every  case,  according  to 
this  course  of  reasoning,  would  appear  to  rest  upon 
its  own  foundation,  there  is  less  danger  of  its  being 
drawn  into  precedent,  and  therefore  less  occasion  for 
solicitude  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  a  view  of  the  subject 
therefore  calculated  to  harmonize,  and  to  enable  us  to 
yield  at  all  times  to  the  application  of  another  princi- 
ple which  the  committee  deem  of  the  utmost  consid- 
eration on  all  such  occasions. 

"  The  committee  allude  to  the  principle  which  in- 
culcates the  propriety  of  always  taking  care,  if  we  do 
err,  to  err  on  the  safe  side.  Should  Congress  fail  to 
legislate  where  legislation  is  neceissary,  either  the  pub- 
lic faith  must  be  broken,  or,  to  avoid  that  evil,  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Government  must  be  tempted 
to  overstep  the  boundaries  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. If,  on  the  contrary.  Congress  should  legislate 
where  legislation  i«  not  necessary,  the  act  could  only 
be  drawn  into  precedent  in  a  case  precisely  similar, 
because,  upon  the  principle  assumed,  "  that  each  re8t» 
upon  its  own  circumstances,"  it  never  could  serve  x» 
a  precedent,  save  where  those  circumstances  are  the 
same.  Nor  is  it  indeed  unimportant  to  mention  that 
there  is  little  danger  of  much  respect  being  paid  to 
precedents  upon  great  Constitutional  questions.  Con- 
science will  always  burst  the  trammels  of  precedent, 
unless  restrained  by  reason. 

"  The  committee  therefore  beheve  that  it  is  safer,  in 
every  doubtful  case,  to  legislate,  and  by  the  joint  act 
of  the  whole  Congress,  to  give  authority  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  by  the  Executive, 
than  to  leave  a  doubtful  case,  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Legislature,  to  tempt  the  Executive  to  overleap  its 
proper  bounds,  or  to  endanger  the  public  faith  by  a 
failure  to  perform  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  which  has 
received  a  Constitutional  ratification.  The  very  case 
under  discussion  may  furnish  us  with  an  instance. 
The  Senate  believe  legislation  unnecessary.  The 
House  regard  it  as  indispensable.  What  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  ^  Should  he  believe  a  law  ne- 
cessary, and  should  no  law  pass,  he  would  be  reduced 
to  the  alternative  of  breaking  the  Constitution  or  the 
treaty.  He  must  either  set  at  naught  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  or  jeopardize  the  national  faith  and 
the  national  p?ace. 

"  It  is  of  importance,  too,  to  consider  that  if  the 
legislative  body,  from  the  considerations  above  sug- 
gested, should  legislate  in  every  doubtful  case,  there 
would  in  all  cases  be  less  danger  of  a  former  proceed- 
ing being  drawn  into  precedent ;  so  that  the  com- 
mittee are  sanguine  in  the  belief,  that  while  such  a 
course  is  calculated  to  avoid  difficulties,  on  the  one 
hand,  it  has  no  tendency  to  increase  them  on  the 
other. 

"  The  committee  perceive,  with  satisfaction,  that  on 
the  present  occasion  the  two  Houses  appear  to  have 
approximated  in  their  opinions,  and  that,  as  far  as  can 
be  discerned,  the  Senate  are  disposed  to  act  upon  the 
hberal  principles  that  have  been  suggested.  They 
allude  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  in   question  by  that 
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body,  in  its  original  form — an  act  which  manifests  un- '  peared  to  the  House,  and  does  also  appear  to  the  com- 
equivocally  the  conviction  of  the  Senate,  cither  that  j  mittee,  that  the  legislative  provision  should  on  thLi 
the  late  convention  does  require  legislative  aid  to  cf-  j  subject  be  less  general  than  the  bill  passed  by  the  Sen- 
fectuate  iu  provisions,  or  that  the  case  is  at  least  ;  ate.  An  act  merely  repealing  all  laws  in  conflict  with 
doubtful,  and  that  in  doubtful  cases  they  ought  to  lean  |  the  convention  might  leave  to  construction  what  ought 
in  favor  of  legislation.  I  rather  to  be    ascertained  by  law  ;  and  the  House  and 

"  Both  Houses  having  thus  united  in  the  opinion  i  'l«  committee  have  not,  therefore,  hesitated  to  prefer 
that  a  legislative  act  is  necessary,  the  Senate  having  ;  what  was  most  certain,  to  what  is  least  so. 
clearly  assented  to  the  propriety  of  passing  a  law,  the  I  "  Because,  therefore,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  appear, 
committee  waive  any  argument  en  the  necessity  of  a  ^°  ^^e  House,  and  to  this  committee,  defecUve,  m  want- 
legislative  act  It  only  remains  to  consider  whether  I  '"?  *  P^P"  commencing  clause;  in  the  omission  to 
the  scheme  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  '"nit  it  to  a  period  of  four  years,  in  conformity  with 
the  bill  of  the  Senate,  is  best  calculated  to  effect  the  i  «l»e  convention  ;  and  in  the  want  of  a  sufficient  cer- 
object  of  legislation.  The  committee  will  succinctly  1  ^•"'•'y  »"<i  definite  provision  ;  and  because  a  term  has 
offer  the  reasons  which,  as  they  believe,  support  the  I  ^^^  inserted  m  the  enacting  clause  unusual  and  un- 
correctness  of  the  amendmenU  of  the  House  of  Rep-  accustomed  in  the  acts  of  this  Legwlature ; 
„     _.  .;_.«-  "  The  House  of  Representatives  and  this  committee 

resentatives.  <■      i     ,  n  i    i  tin  •      i 

"  The  first  amendment  proposed,  is  to  strike  out  the  !  P^fer  the  bill,  as   amended,  to  the  bill  m  its  original 
word  •  declared,'  the  insertion  of  which,  in  the  enact-  j  «<>"".  »«  V'^fi^^  by  the  Senate." 
ing  clause  of  the  law,  has  not  appeared  to  the  House        The  committee  of  the  Senate  declined  pursuing  this 


to  be  justified  by  the  usages  of  the  legislative  body 
The  committee  are  not  at  liberty  to  divine  what  may 
have  been  the  reasons  which  prompted  its  insertion, 
and  until  those  reasons  shall  be  detailed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  if  indeed  tlie  use  of  the  term  origi- 
nated in  any  particular  motive,  they  do  not  feel  disposed 
to  enter  at  random  upon  their  examination.  It  forms, 
in  their  estimation,  a  suflicicnt  objection  to  the  phrase 


mode  of  communication,  as  unusual,  and  calculated, 
in  their  belief,  rather  to  defeat  than  to  promote  the  ob- 
ject of  the  conference,  an  agreement  between  the  two 
bodies  on  the  subject  of  dispute.  Willing,  however, 
to  consider  the  statement  after  it  was  read,  as  if  made 
in  the  ordinary  form,  they  proceeded  to  explain  the 
opinions  of  the  Senate  on  the  points  of  difference. 
Without  attempting  to  follow  the  course  of  the  ob- 


ology  alluded  to,  that  it  departs  from  the   accustomed    servations  pursued  by  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  it 


style  of  the  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
"  The  second  amendment  consists  in  a  substitution 
of  provisions,  in  some  detail,  for  the  general  and  indefi- 
nite terms  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate.  The  commit- 
tee will  suggest  the  following  deficiencies  in  the  bill, 
which  are  believed  to  be  supplied  by  the  amendmenU: 
"  1.  The  original  bill  from  the  Senate  is  defective, 
because  it  wants  a  commencing  clause  ;  for  though  it 


will  probably  be  deemed  sufhcient  to  state  the  general 
impression  made  by  them. 

Your  committee  understood  the  committee  of  the 
Senate  to  admit  the  principle,  contended  for  by  the 
House,  that  whilst  some  treaties  might  not  require, 
others  may  require,  legislative  provision  to  carry  them 
into  effect. 

That  the   decision    of  the  question,  how  far    such 


be  true  that  a  commencing  clause  is  not  always  neces-  I  provision  was   necessary,  must  be  founded    upon    the 
sary,  yetitis   cerUinly   requisite  where  an  act  is  in-     peful'ar  character  of  the  treaty  iUelf.     As  to  the  late  con 


tended  to  have  a  retrospective  operation.  If  this  act, 
then,  be  necessary  at  all,  it  is  as  necessary  that  it 
should  operate  on  cases  that  have  happened  heretofore 
as  hereafter;  but  without  a  commencing  clause  (such 
as  is  introduced  into  the  amendments)  it  cannot  operate 
on  cases  which  have  happened  since  December  22d, 
and  before  the  act  passes.  Here  then  is  one  deficiency 
that  it  has  been  attempted  to  supply. 

"2.  The  original  act  has  no  clause  of  limitation.  It 
amounts  to  an  actual  and  permanent  repeal  forever  of 
the  acts  in  conflict  with  the  treaty,  instead  of  operating 
as  a  suspension  or  repeal  of  them  during  the  term  of 
four  years,  as  stipulated  by  the  convention.  Here  then 
is  a  second  defect,  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  sup- 
ply by  the  amendment. 

"3.  The  committee  believe  it  most  advisable,  in  le- 
gislating u(>on  the  subject  of  this  convention,  that  the 


vention,  the  immediate  subject  of  controversy,  the  Sen- 
ate doubted  whether  any  act  of  legislation  was  neces- 
sary, but  since  it  was  deemed  important  by  the  House 
that  an  act  should  be  passed,  they  had  no  objection  to 
give  it  their  sanction  ;  provided  a  precedent  was  not 
established,  binding  them  hereafter  to  assist  in  passing 
laws,  in  cases  on  which  such  doubts  might  not  exist. 
With  these  views,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  their 
committee  proposed  such  an  alteration  of  the  bill  of  the 
Senate,  as  would  obviate  the  several  objections  urged 
by  your  committee,  excepting  that  which  was  sug- 
gested to  the  introduction  of  the  words  "  and  declared," 
in  the  enacting  clause.  The  retention  of  these  words 
was  considered  by  the  Senate  expedient,  with  a  view 
of  giving  to  the  bill  a  declaratory,  as  well  as  an  en- 
acting form.  It  was  said  also,  that  they  were  not  un- 
precedented, they  were  to  be  found  in  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress not  declaratory  in   their   nature,  and   might  be 


act  should  be  less  general  in  its  phraseology  than  the  !  ,       , 

bill,  as  It  originally  passed  the  Senate.     Instead  of  a  i  considered  as  not  affecting  the  character  of  the  present 

general  declaration,  that  '•  all  acts  contrary  to  the  con-  j  ^'"* 

vention  should  be  deemed  to  be  of  no  effect,"  the  House         Believing  that  these  words  are  mere  surplusage,  not 

of  Representatives  have  supposed  it  more  advisable  to  |  changing  the  character,  or  impairing  the  force,  of  the 

adopt  provisions  more  definite   and   specific.     It   has  [  legislative    act;  that  they  have   been    introduced   into 

been   supposed,  indeed,  to  be    peculiarly  necessary  in  j  previous  acts  of  Congress;  that  no  agreement  could 


the  present  case  ;  for,  as  one  of  the  reasons  which  ap- 
peared to  them  to  induce  the  necessity  of  a  law  was 
founded  in  the  supposed  legislative  discretion  to  pro- 
duce the  stipulated  equalization,  either  by  raising 
American  tonnage  and  duties,  or  taking  off  the  addi- 
tional tonnage  and  duties  from  British  vet'Scls,  it  ap- 


take  place  between  the  two  Houses,  without  permitting 
them'  to  remain,  your  committee  consented  to  recom- 
mend to  the  House  to  recede  from  the  first  amend- 
ment to  the  Senate's  bill,  and  to  agree  to  the  follow- 
ing modihcations  of  it,  in  place  of  the  amendments 
previously  adopted : 


ft 
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V  Line  2rf,  affcr  the  word  "  act,"  strike  out  the  words 
acts  as  is*"  and  insert  these  words,  "  as  impows  a 
iher  duty  o|  tonnage  or  of  impost  on  vessels,  and  ar- 
't*8   importi|d   in  vessels  oi  Great   Britain,  than  on 
eseis,  and  iVtides  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
->te«."  X 

^Line  Ath,  i?!rike  out  the  word  "shall,"  and  after  the 
•*frd  "  be,"  iiisert  the  words  "fi-om  and  after  the  date 
the  ratification  oi  the  said  convention,  and  during 
^f.  continuance  thereof." 

LOAN'  OFFICE  CERTIFICATES. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  committee  appoint- 

n  the  pet>)tion  of  John  Delafield,  made  a  report 

reoD,  irh!^h  was  read;  when  Mr.  T.  reported 

ill  for  the' relief  of  John  Delafield  ;  which  was 

id  twice,  ^nd  commuted   to  a  Committee  of 

Whole. -'-The  report  is  as  follows  : 

^That  the  p^iitioner  prays  that  the  specie  value  of 
y-three  Iohi  office  certificates,  of  four  hundred  dol- 
•  each,  am  'unting  to  twelve  thousand  one  hundred 
forty-eigl't  and  thirteen-nintieths  dollars,  with  the 
I'rest  whic^f  has  accrued  upon  the  nominal  amount 
said  certifirates,  be  funded  according  to  law,  as  in 
:h  case  mack  and  provided. 

This  claim  »iaving  originated  in  1777,  and  being  at- 
tided  with  »»)ecial  circumstances,  the  committee  have 
{fcemed  it  thctr  duty  to  give  it  a  particular  investiga- 
«Cn,  the  resull  of  which  they  now  submit  to  this  House, 
r,  .^ether  with  '.heir  opinion  thereon. 
Alt  appears  that  these  certificates  are  a  part  of  thir- 
iXtn  millions  jf  dollars  authorized  to  be  raised,  on  loan 
ce  certificqpes,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  22d 
ruary,-  177^,  and  which  were  to  be  signed  either  by 
Vhael  Hilleiras,  Treasurer,  or  Samuel  Hillegas,  and 
be  counte»iigned,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of 
C.ffigress  of  3^  October,  1776,  and  1 5lh  January,  1777. 
'ffv  resolutio.'  of  October  states,  "  that,  for  the  con- 
>«Uience  of  Unders,  a  loan  office  shall  be  established 
iJjVach  of  thf  United  States,  and  a  commissioner,  to 
f^erintend  ijuch  office,  be  appointed  by  the  said 
>»|te8,  respecjively,  who  are  to  be  responsible  for  the 
f^hful  discharge  of  their  duty  in  the  said  offices." 
'm^  same  res(ilution  made  it  necessary  that  the  said 
l-^u  office  certificates  should  be  countersigned  by  the 
>i»ti  commi8su)ner  of  loans. 

*»|n  the  repo<-t  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 

til*  28th  day  nf  March,   1792,  much  stress  is  laid  on 

t  |<'  circumst^^ice  that  E.  Davics  was  not  the  commis- 

K  uner  of  loafts  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  but  that  he 

r  luntersigne^  those  certificates  by  order  of  Governor 

'  jvutlen.     Ssapposing  this  to  be  the  fact,  it  does  not 

r  j^'ear  conclt^sively  to  follow  that  the  certificates  in 

'  '*;stion   ougnt  to  be   rejected,  inasmuch  a«  they  are 

;5lmitted  to  Ijc  genuine,  and  regularly  issued  from  the 

l^an   office  o)'  the    United  States,  and,  as  will  here- 

•♦^er  more  fi^Ily  appear,  it  being  highly  probable  that 

v^  commissiciacr  of  loans  was  in  office  within  the  State 

-j-tfcorgia  wjien  these  certificates  were  issued. 

\i\i  appears^  by   the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Veasury,  dajed  the  23d  of  December,  1795,  that  the 

^rtificates  under  consideration  form  a  part  of  .$200,- 

1^0,   sent  fr*m  the    Treasury    on  the  24ih   of  Sep- 

i,5»nber,   17711  to  Georgia,  under  the  care  of  a  Cap- 

Sujn  Medici,  *nd  intended  for  the  loan  officers  there, 

«t)io  were  at  that  time,  and  long  after,  (as  is  stated 

p  said  repoi^,)  O'Bryan  and  Wade;  that  they  were 

^uniersigne^  by  E.  Davies,  by  order  of  J.  A.  Treut- 

vSn,   Governor   of  Georgia.      The   Secretary   of   the 


Treasury  further  states,  that  "  E.  Davies  was  not 
known  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  but  was  a 
temporary  agent  of  Georgia,  employed  to  purchase  a 
quantity  of  Indian  goods;  and,  to  enable  him  to  effect 
that  object,  a  sum  was  placed  in  his  hands,  in  certifi- 
cates, which,  by  an  order  of  council,  he  was  authorized 
to  issue;  and  that  these  probably  were  the  certificates 
now  under  consideration." 

From  the  most  thorough  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  fact,  that  O'Bryan  and  Wade  were  loan  officers  for 
the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  year  1777;  but,  from  other 
sources  of  information,  it  would  seem  most  probable 
that  no  such  officers  were  in  commission  and  execut- 
ing the  duties  of  that  office  prior  to  the  year  1779. 

In  answer  to  some  queries  stated  by  the  chairman  of 
your  committee  to  Joseph  Nourse,  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  he  remarks,  "  that  William  Gevott,  his  pre- 
decessor,  opened   an   account  in   leger  A,  folio  214, 

entitled  ' Commissioners'  loan  office,  State  of 

Georgia,  account  current,'  leaving  a  blank  for  the  names 
of  the  commissioners  ;"  that  the  same  account  obtain- 
ed a  credit,  .March  18,  1778,  for  $202,423;  and  that 
he  filled  up  the  blank  left  for  their  nameg,'4th  Septem- 
ber, 1710.  He  also  states  that,  to  the  best  of  his  recol- 
lection, O'Bryan  and  Wade  were  in  office  lOth  .May, 

1779,  when  he  entered  the  Treasury  office  as  Assistant 
Auditor  General.  To  the  question  stated  by  the  com- 
mittee, "Are  O'Bryan  and  Wade  charged  with  the 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Wol- 
cotl's  report  ?"  (1795,)  the  Register  answers,  "They 
are  charged  with  that  sum  on  the  22d  of  November, 
1781  ;  but  it  appears,  by  the  report  of  the  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  dated  1 9th  January,  1795,  that  they  were 
transmitted  on  the  2tth  of  September,  1777,  when  the 
record  might  have  b<en  made,  had  Mr.  Gevott  been 
possessed  of  the  voucher  upon  which  I  afterwards  made 
the  record."  It  appears  that,  at  the  time  these  certifi- 
cates were  sent  from  the  Treasury,  Congress  were  re- 
moving from  Philadelphia  to  Lanciister,  where  they  sat 
one  day,  and  adjourned  to  Yorktown. 

It  also  appears  that  the  Governor  of  Georgia  drew 
drafts  upon  the  delegates  of  that  State  in  Congress  for 
$19,000,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  Continental 
troops,  which  were  paid  by  that  body  Ist  September, 
1777;  and  that  Governor  Treutlen  drew  another  draft 
on  the  Continental  Treasurer  for  $500,  for  expenses 
for  recruiting  a  company  of  light-horse  for  the  benefit 
of  that  State,  which  was  paid  10th  October,  1777,  and 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  $300,000  appro- 
priated for  supplying  the  military  chest  of  Georgia. 

It  further  appears  to  the  committee  that,  in  .March, 

1780,  William  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  applied  to  Con- 
gress for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  loan  office  cer- 
tificates held  by  him,  and  which  were  issued  on  the 
same  day,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  those  now  under 
consideration.  The  committee  to  whom  his  applica- 
tion was  referred  report,  as  their  opinion,  "  that  the 
said  interest  cannot  be  regularly  discharged,  except  by 
the  person  who  is  possessed  of  the  books  of  the  office, 
and  by  whom  alone  they  can  be  checked;  and  as  the 
Government  is  now  again  in  operation,  and  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  business  of  the  loan  office  is  re- 
vived and  regularly  carried  on,  the  certificates  ought  to 
be  presented  there."  The  sum  of  $6,300,000  was 
raised  on  bills  of  exchange  on  the  Commissioners  of 
the  United  States  in  Paris,  19ih  May,  1778,  to  pay  the 
interest  of  that  class  of  loan  office  certificates  as  were 
entitled  to  receive  it  in  such  bills. 
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On  the  3d  of  August,  1780,  (the  same  year  that  Mr. 
Smith  was  referred  to  the  loan  office  in  Georgia.) 
$456,000,  in  bills  on  Paris,  were  prepared  to  pay  in- 
terest on  loan  office  certificates.  On  the  same  day 
Congress  ordered  the  loan  office  of  Georgia  to  be  re- 
moved to  some  place  of  safety,  as  contiguous  as  pos- 
sible to  the  State,  until  it  could  be  re-established  with 
convenience  and  safety  ;  and  that,  until  such  office  be 
so  fixed,  and  public  notice  given  thereof,  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to  pay  all  interest 
due,  (Sec,  on  certificates  issued  from  that  office,  in  the 
same  manner  that  such  interest  is  directed  to  be  paid 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Continental  loan  offices. 

In  obedience  to  this  resolution  of  Congress,  interest 
was  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  en 
these  certificates,  in  bills  of  exchange,  from  23d  De- 
cember, 1777,  to  the  23d  December,  1781,  who  en- 
dorsed the  same  on  the  back  of  each  certificate,  in  his 
own  handwriting,  and  sanctioned  the  act  by  his  official 
signature. 

That  these  certificates  belong  to  that  class,  the  in- 
terest upon  which  was  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  exchange, 
appears  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1777. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  these  certificates 
were  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1793,  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1794,  and,  con- 
sequently, are  not  barred  by  any  law  of  limitation. 

As  far  as  the  committee  have  l>«!en  able  to  ascertain 
the  fact,  there  appears  to  be  but  seventy-six  of  the  de- 
scription of  certificates  under  consideration  outstanding. 

vV'hether  the  certificates  of  the  residue  of  the  $200,- 
000,  sent  by  Captain  .Medici,  (amounting  to  ."$169,600,) 
were  bought  in  by  the  loan  officers  of  Georgia,  or 
whether  they  have  been  returned  and  cancelled  at  the 
Treasury  board,  or  funded,  cannot  be  ascertained,  as 
all  the  old  papers  relating  to  the  settlement  of  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Georgia  were  burnt  in 
August,  1814,  by  the  enemy. 

By  the  report  of  1795,  it  appears  probable  that  the 
certificates  were  employed  in  the  purchase  of  Indian 
goods  for  the  State  of  Georgia.  .\nd  from  the  certifi- 
cate of  .Mr.  Farrell.of  the  .\uditor'8  office,  it  appears  that 
that  State,  "  in  her  accounts  exhibited  against  the 
United  States,  got  credit  for  various  articles  delivered 
out  of  a  public  store."  It  is,  therefore,  highly  probable 
that  these  certificates  were  appropriated  to  furnish  sup- 
plies for  such  public  store. 

It  furth(  r  appears  to  your  committee,  that  repeated 
appUcations  have  been  made  by  the  holders  of  this  de- 
scription of  public  securities  to  Congress,  and  upon 
which  no  positive  decision  has  been  made.  The  sub- 
ject, therefore,  is  fairly  open  for  legislative  interference. 

In  making  up  their  opinion,  the  committee  have  con- 
sidered the  situation  of  the  United  States,  and  particu- 
larly that  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  time  these 
certificates  were  issued.  In  1776  South  Carolina  was 
invaded;  in  1777  Georgia  was  subject  to  the  predatory 
incursions  of  the  enemy  from  Ea^st  Florida,  to  prevent 
which  they  carried  on  an  expedition  against  that  coun- 
try, under  .Major  General  Robert  Howe,  which  proved 
unsuccessful;  and  in  17  78  Georgia  was  invaded, and  its 
capital  taken.    (Lee's  Memoirs,  1  vol.,  pp.  68,  69,  70.) 

When  the  committee  reflect  upon  the  general  con- 
tusion and  distress  of  that  day ;  when  they  consider 
that  the  pubUc  safety  required  'that  a  great  number 
of  individuals  be  necessarily  invested  with  the  power 
of  binding  the  public  by  their  contracts;  '  and  when  it 
\Mh  Cox.  1st  Sf;ss. — 33 


is  not  to  be  denied  that  "  almost  every  officer  of  the 
army,  whether  in  the  Commissary's  department  ox 
otherwise,  in  different  stages  of  the  war,  had  it  in  his 
power  to  contract  debts  legally  or  equitably  binding 
upon  the  United  States;"  and  when  the  committee 
give  due  weight  to  these  facts,  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
believe  that  the  act  of  Governor  Treutlen,  in  issuing 
these  certificates,  was  known  and  sanctioned  by  Con- 
gress, which  abundantly  accounts  for  the  conduct  of 
the  Treasurer  (who  issued  them)  in  recognising  their 
correctness  and  validity. 

.\s  the  principal  and  a  part  of  the  interest  due  on 
these  certificates  have  never  been  paid,  and  as  no  fraud 
whatever  is  imputed,  the  committee  consider  the  faita 
of  the  United  States  as  solemnly  pledged  for  their  re- 
demption or  payment,  and  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  to  be  granted. 

They  have  therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  aak 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


Thxascrt  Dkpabtmext, 

March  2%,  1792. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  William  Smith,  of  Baltimore  town,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  respectfully  submits  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  resolutions  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, which  respect  the  issuing  of  the  certificates 
commonly  called  loan  office  certificates,  make  it  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  previously  countersigned  by 
certain  officers  denominated  Commissioners  of  Loans, 
who  were  to  be  appointed  under  the  authority  of  the 
particular  States. 

.\ftcr  diligent  inquiry  within  the  State  of  Georgia 
no  evidence  has  been  obtained,  either  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  E.  Davies  (the  person  by  whom  the  certificates 
in  question  were  countersigned)  to  the  office  of  com- 
misiiioner  of  loans  for  that  State,  or  that  he  was  ever 
known  or  reputed  to  have  acted  in  that  capacity.  The 
reverse  of  this,  indeed,  appears  from  various  communi- 
cations to  the  Treasury  ;  copies  and  extracts  of  which 
are  contained  in  the  schedule  herewith  transmitted. 
It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  E.  Davies  docs  not  even  style 
himself  Commissioner  of  Loans;  but,  instead  of  this, 
adds  to  his  signature  the  words,  "by  order  of  J.  A. 
Treutlen,  Governor  of  Georgia." 

The  certificates,  however,  are  signed  by  the  proper 
officer,  and  all  such  as  have  appeared  are  genuine; 
and  interest,  as  alleged  in  the  petition,  has  been  paid 
upon  them  by  the  late  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
as  in  other  cases.  \  number  of  those  certificates  have 
been  offered  to  the  present  commissioner  of  loans  for  the 
State  of  Georgia,  to  be  subscribed  pursuant  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and, 
upon  a  reference  to  the  Treasury  by  that  officer,  have 
been  dir^ected  to  be  refused. 

The  reasons  for  this  direction  arc  substantially  as 
follows  : 

The  certificates  in  question  having  been  irregularly 
issued,  and  without  the  requisites  prescribed  by  the  acts 
of  Congress,  were,  of  course,  in  the  first  instance,  not 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 

The  subsequent  payment  of  interest  upon  them  by 
an  Executive  officer,  without  the  sanction  of  any  order 
or  resolution  of  Congress,  could  not  confer  validity 
upon  a  claim  originally  destitute  of  it,  though  it  might 
occasion  hardship  to  individuals  who,  upon  the  credit 
of  that  pa3rnient,  may  have  been  induced  to  become 
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possessors  of  Hiote  certiAcate*  for  Taluable  consider- 

>  Wiere  are  ei^mptes  of  the  payment  of  interest,  by 
•tikAmistakps  oi  public  officers,  upon  counterfeit  and 
.br^^i  certificates.  It  seems  to  be  clear  that  such  pay- 
ni44^  cannot  render  vahd  or  obligatory  certificateii  of 
thi^^  descnptioij  ;  and  yet  a  similar  hardship  to  those 
v^VJ^jh  hare  be*n  mentioned  would  attend  those  who 
hare  afteiwardi:  become  poaaessed  of  them  for  val- 
|e  considei'jtion ;  nor  does  there  occur  any  dis- 
tion  betweon  the  effect  of  snch  payment  in  the  one 
in  the  olltcr  case. 
|etwpen  imlividuals,  the  payment  of  interest  by  an 
It,  upon  tl^  presumed  but  not  real  obligation  of  his 
^cipal,  eith^  through  mistake  or  otherwise,  without 
rial  authon.y  of  the  principal,  could  certainly  gire 
n^'pew  validity  to  such  an  obligation  ;  and  the  same 
n^s  of  right  {govern  cases  between  the  public  and  in- 
diMluals.         • 

I'hese  con84ieration8  were  deemed  conclusive  against 
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,  U^jj  admissioit"  of  those  certificates  under  the  powers 
?  V((i^ed  in  the  ffficers  of  the  Treasury.  It  remauns  for 
i  tli-^Legislatui"'  to  decide  how  far  these  are  considera- 


'  ttf^s  strong  e^iough  to  induce  a  special  interpottition 
'  it^^heir  favor*  In  making  this  decision  the  following 
;  ^W^^^^l^ncei*  will,  it  is  presumed,  appear  to  deserve 
:  i,'«ntion  : 

•     •  5'be  prescift  is  not  a  ca»e  of  mere  informality  ;  there 
!  i^  Jo  evidence  that  the  certificates  were  issued  for  any 
}  impose  of  thi"  United  States.     The  contrary,  indeed, 
'\%  ^ated  to  hf  the  fact. 

*%  iTheir  amoijnt  is  not  positively  ascertained ;  no  ac- 
li^nt  of  the  issues  having  ever  been  rendered,  though 
ire  is  no  abearance  of  any  considerable  sums  being 
fat.  rf 

UU  which  K  respectfully  submitted. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  CommUnoner  of  Loant 

for  Geor^a  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Jc5t  13,  1791. 
I  have,  without  success,  applied  a  second  time  to  the 
Gorernor  to  know  by  what  authority  Mr.  Daviea  acted 
as  loan  officer.     I  am  well  assnred  he  bad  none. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commitsioner  of  Loant 
to  Wilham  Simmont,  Prinripal  Clerk  in  the  Audi- 
tor't  Office. 

ArocuT,  31,  1791. 
Herewith  you  will  receive  thirty-three  loan  office 
certificates,  which  I  have  examined,  and  believe  them 
genuine  ;  the  five  last  in  the  abstract,  which  were  is- 
sued by  Edward  Davies,  I  do  not,  however,  think 
should  be  received,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  for- 
mer letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
late  Auditor.  I  applied  to  Mr.  Steick  (the  gentleman 
I  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Wolcott,  dated  the 
20th  ultimo.)  for  a  copy  of  the  Order  of  Council,  which 
he  said  he  bad.  I  now  enclose  you  his  answer ;  which 
you  will  please  to  show  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 


Samuel  Sieicfe  to  Richard  Wylhhyr. 

SAVAJfjtAU,  August  31,  1791. 

Sir:  .\greeably  to  your  request,  I  made  search 
among  my  papers  for  the  order  of  the  Executive  of  the 
year  1777,  authorizing  Edward  Davtes  and  Thomas 
Stone  to  make  a  purchase  of  goods  from  a  Captain 
Farquhar,  but  cannot  find  it.  As  well  as  my  recollec- 
tion serves  me,  it  wa.s  to  the  following  effect .  that 
they,  the  said  commissioners,  were  directed  to  purchase, 
and  pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  for  the  payment,  either 
in  indigo  at  the  Carolina  price,  or  in  loan  office  certi- 
t\traet  of  a  Jetter  from  Richard  W'yllzhyr,  Commit-  i  ficales,  which  were  then  ex  [)ected  from  Congress.  The 
'•ioncr  of  fjoans  fir  Genrsria,  to  the  Secretary  of '  conUici  was  concluded,  and  the  goods  delivered  by 
Ighe  Treatt^y.  |  Farquhar  to  Davies.     When  the  loan  office  certificates 

**  ^  \jj^,  17^  1791.         arrived,  the  Governor  paid  .Mr.   Davies   ten  thousand 

fifi.     ,   .u  ■   u  r         I  .u        a:  I     ■.     r    pounds,  or  something  near  that  sum,  which  it  was  ex- 

\  ft  nave  lh«t  honor  of  enclosing  you   the  affidavit  of  v^     .    ,  ,  ,  ,  ■  .     i.         •  l  .     .l- 

it       i,u.,   \w    ^  t     K    J  .         f  .k-     a.  .  .        '  pected  would  be  paid  to  Farquhar  or  his  agent;  this 

Vlt.  John    >vereat.  Auditor   of  this  State,  respecting  ;  *^  .   ,  rf  i      .  .i.  i         i         ^e     . 

;. <    I  .     r  1        1  n  u  I  1      I  IT      '  was  not  done.     Davies  kept  the  goods  and  certificates, 

|M!  late  tidv^cArd  Davies,  who  issued  sundry  loan  otucc  i  r  o 

^T^tificates  without,  I  believe,  any  authority,  as  I  can 


i'.eivc  no  aijswer  from  our  Governor,  to  whom  I  wrote 
'g   since,  'on  this  subject.     I    have   requested   Mr. 
'illiam  He  iiiton,  whois  gone  to  .\ugusta,  to  endeavor 
C  find  out  \ij  the   pubUc  records  whether  Mr.  Davies 
,.i  any  appjintment  or  not. 

OBryan,   Mr.  Wade,  and   Mr.    Daxiea  are    all 


Mr. 
ad. 


and  did  not  before  bis  death  account  with  the   State 
for  cither.     These  certificates  can  very  easily  be  ascer- 
tained, as  they  are  countersigned  by  Edward   Davies, 
bv  direction  of  John  Adam  Treutlen,  as  Governor. 
I  am,  &.C.  SAMUEL  STEICK. 

Richard  Wtllzhth, 

Commitsioner  of  Loans. 


■\ 


VmnGik,  Cl^atham  county  :  i 

[Personal!  I 'appeared  John  Wereat,  .Vuditor  for  the 
lid  State,  who.  after  being  duly  sworn,  said  .  That 
well  kn«»<fv  Edward  Davies,  Esq.,  formerly  of  the 
ly  of  Savafjnah,  in  the  said  State  ;  and,  further,  this 
[ponent  vofily  believes  that  the  said  Edward  Davies 
jver  was  a>i  any  time  loan  officer  for  the  State  afore- 
lid,  a.s  you.  deponent  constantly  resided  here,  and 
}\a  well  aifluainttd  with  all  the  officers  of  Govern- 
■nt,  ejccep^t  when  the  Hritiah  forces  had  po-sstssion  of 


country  *  and  further  saith  not. 

'  ,  JOH.\   WEREAT. 

3wom  to  .his  I6th  day  of  May.  1791. 

JOS.  HABERSHAM,  J.  I'. 


Trkasirt  Di pa rtm e !« t,  7an  9,  1816. 

Sir  ;  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  4th  instant,  relating  to  certain  loan  office 
certificates  belonging  to  John  Delafield,  and  referred 
to  in  his  petition,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  in 
your  letter,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  : 

1.  That  the  certificates  (if  they  are  of  the  descrip- 
tion supposed,  as  they  are  not  sufficiently  designated 
to  render  it  certain)  were  not  regularly  issued  from 
any  loan  office  of  the  United  States. 

-.  The  interest  for  four  years  was  paid  on  a  part  of 
them  by  Michael  Hilla£ja.s,  formerly  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States. 

3.  No  certificates  belonging,  as  far  as  appears  from 
any  papers  accompanying  them,  to  John  Delafield,  are 
in  the  Treasury.     Forty-three  certificates,  correspond- 
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ing  in  amount  with  those  referred  to  in  his  petition, 
and  which  were  presented  at  the  Treasury  on  the  18th 
of  April,  1794,  by  Uriah  Tracy,  in  behalf  of  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  are  now  in  the  .Auditor's  Office,  and  are 
supposed  to  l>e  the  certificates  in  question. 

4.  There  are  four  other  certificates,  of  the  nominal 
amount  of  $400  each,  of  the  same  descnption,  and 
presented  in  behalf  of  other  persons,  also  remaining  in 
the  Auditor's  Office. 

h.  The  objections  againbt  funding  the  certificates  are 
stated  in  the  rejwrt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  28th  of  March,  1792,  on  the  petition  of  William 
Smith,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed. 

I  will  only  add  that  this  subject  has  been  repeatedly 
before  Congress,  and  that  no  provision  ha.s  hitherto 
been  mad©  for  the  payment,  in  any  way,  of  the  certi- 
ficates issued  under  the  circumstances  of  those  in  ques- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  B.  TALLVAUwt,  Chairman,  4-r. 


Tri;a81'rt  Dkpartxemt, 
Register's  Office,  Feb.  5,  1816. 

8ib:  In  reply  to  the  queries  you  have  done  me  the 
honor  to  propose  : 

1st.    When    were    O'Brjan    and    Wade    appointed  \ 
loan  officers  for  the  State  of  Georgia  ' 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  they  were  ; 
in  office  on  the    10th   .May,  1779,  when  I  first  entered  | 
the  Treasury  Office  as  Assistant  .\uditor  (ieneral,  un-  ' 
der  an  appointment  by  Congress.     Before  that  period 
I  have  not  any  knowledge  of  them. 

2d.   What    is  the  date  of  the   first   entry  respecting 
those  officers  to  be  found  in  any  books  in  your  office  ^ 

Answer,  .^n  account  was  opened  by  my  predecessor, 

William  (Jevott,  in  leger  A,  folio  214,  entitled  ♦' 

Commissioners'  loan  otlice.  State  of  Georgia,  account 
current;"  which  account  obtained  a  credit,  March  18, 
1778,  by  Joseph  Clay,  of  $202,423.  The  blank  left 
for  their  names  was  inserted  by  myself  on  debiting 
them,  4lh  September,  1780,  with  .$12,000  to  Thomas 
Smith,  his  account  current. 

3d.  .\re  O'Bryan  and  Wade  charged  with  the 
$200,000  alluded  to  m  .Mr.  Wolcott's  report. 

Answer.  They  are  charged  with  that  sum  on  the 
22d  November.  1781  ;  but  it  appears  by  the  report  of 
the  .\uditorofthe  Treasury,  dated  19th  January,  1795, 
that  they  were  transmitted  on  the  24th  September, 
1777,  when  the  record  might  have  been  made  had  Mr. 
Gevott  been  possessed  of  the  voucher  on  which  I  after- 
wards made  the  record. 

4th.  Have  they  any  credit,  and  to  what  amount? 

Answer.  They  have  credit  tor  returned  loan  office 
certificates  amounting  to  $402,000. 

.'Jth.  In  reply  to  the  last  query  :  Were  the  papers 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  which  a  settlement  was 
made   by  the   I'nited   States  with   that   State,  burnt  > 

They  were  burnt  on  the  day  of  .\ugust,  1811,  at 

the  irruption  of  the  late  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 

Hon.  BI.XJASII.X  Tall.madge. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEES. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day.  The  bill  to 
relieve  certain  Canadian  voluaceers  in  the  late 
war  being  under  consideratioa — 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  raored  to  ameDd 
the  bill,  so  as  to  include  in  its  provisions  those 
refugees  only  who  had  been  citizens  of  the  United 
States  previously  to  the  late  war;  which  motion 
was  earned  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Robertson  then  moved  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  embracing  for  relief  or  rerauneration  all 
our  own  citizens,  whether  on  the  mariume  or  ter- 
ritorial frontier,  who  suffered  losses  by  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  incorporating  the  cases  of  those  citizens 
who  sustained  loss  by  the  British  in  (he  Revolu- 
tionary war. 

Both  the  preceding  motions,  after  a  short  dis- 
cussion between  the  respective  movers,  were  suc- 
ce.'>sively  rejected;  after  which — 

Mr.  Barbour  proposed,  by  way  of  amendment, 
au  entire  substitute  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which 
wa.s,  lo  allow  to  the  volunteers  in  question  a 
bounty  of  land,  in  proportion  to  the  rank  they 
held  lu  our  service,  instead  of  graduating  the 
bounty  by  the  amount  of  their  losses  m  Canada. 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  proposition,  which,  by 
branching  a  good  deal  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
and  the  deserts  of  the  refugees,  occupied  nearly 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  The  advocates  of  the 
amendment  were,  Messrs.  Barbocr,  Hulbert. 
Tucker,  and  Cady  ;  and  its  opponents.  Messrs. 
Johnson,  Alexander,  Yates,  and  Clay. 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  earned — ayes  77.  noes  49. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  ex- 
punging the  discrimination,  and  extending  its 
benefits  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  who  came 
over  and  took  up  arms  for  the  United  States. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ghosvenor, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Forsyth  ;  and  disagreed 
to — ayes  49.  noes  79. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  in  the  bill — to  apportion  the  bounty — after 
which  the  Committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  20. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  George 
Helrabold,  praying  that  the  land  bounty  to  which 
he  was  entitled  for  services  as  a  soldier  in  the  late 
Army  may  be  given  to  him,  which  is  withheld, 
because  of  his  having  been  appointed  a  commis- 
sioned officer. 

Mr.  Bassett  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table : 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  «> 
amended  as  to  admit,  within  the  Hall,  the  Governor, 
for  the  time  being,  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  who 
may  attend  at  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government 
during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and  who  may  choone 
to  avail  himself  of  such  privilege. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  William  Lawrence  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
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ers  and  privates  coniposins:  the  garrison  of 
Bowyenn  ilie  year  ISU  ;"  and  '"  An  act  to 

nd  certaf.    privileges,  as  therein  mentioned, 

ernard  Eilme  Verjon  ;"'  in   which  bills  ibey 

(he  concurrence  of  this  House. 

\r.  Mills  •submitted  a  resolution,  which  was 
^  as  follows,  viz: 
i  -solved.  TK»t  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
la*jxfore  this  rlouse  a  statement  of  the  expenses  in- 
cyfcil  for  the  ttunice  of  the  militu  called  forth  by  the 
au(«0nty  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  and 
aLlnfs  ftatemertf  of  the  account*  which  have  been  ex- 
hiMd,  and  cU'.ns  which  have  been  made  by  the  re- 
jpaQive  States  for  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of 
saJjjStates.  w^en  called  forth  with  or  without  such 
au»,j»)rity,  Jesigjialing  such  items  of  claim  as  have  been 
Te"4^ed,  in  ca.es  where  the  calls  were  made  by  the 
axifctinty  of  the  United  States,  and  the  grounds  of  such 
reiliion;  together  with  the  sums  which  have  been 
•pa^  and  the  accounts  and  claims  which  have  been 
allljjed  therefc^  ;  designating  for  what  services  and  to 
■^C  States,  r«4pectively,  such  sums  have  been  paid  or 
•ax>£^nts  alloW)  d. 

^r.  FoRPVTH  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolu- 
ti-^y^by  addinj  the  following  words: 

^\nd  if  th»i* claim  of  any  State  or  Sutes,  for  the 
•cttjces  of  thr  militia  thereof,  have  been  rejected  or 
"'^  tted.  to  8t4te  the  ground  of  such  rejection  or  ad- 

»ion." 

^be  said  resolution  and  amendment  were  or- 

rJ  to  lie  On  the  table. 

NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY. 

[T.  WiLDEiJ  from  the  committee  appointed  on 

^^  part  of  ige  President's  Message,  at  the  com- 
icement  o/  the  se^sion.  which  relates  to  a  na- 
il serainafy  of  learning  within  theDistrict  of 

[lijmbia.  reijorted  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of 
itional   l^iiversiiy;    which   was   read   twice. 

I^commiitt^l  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
le  bill  is  .'5  follows  : 

fWill  for  the  establishment  of  a  National  University. 

►*  it  enactcj,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre 


ih: 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  Con- 
gress, at  its  next  session,  a  plan  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  said  university. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  be- 
ing the  amendments  of  the  Committee  to  the  bill 
to  compensate  certain  Canadian  volunteers. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  changed  the  original  principle  of  the 
bill  from  compensation  in  proportion  to  loss  of 
property  in  Canada,  to  remuneration  according 
to  rank  in  our  service,  agreeably  to  the  following 
scale;  to  a  colonel,  960  acres ;  a  major.  SOO;  a 
captain,  640  ;  a  subaltern,  480;  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates,  320  acres  each. 

Mr.  Jackso.n,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  second  section,  to  authorize  the  im- 
mediate location  of  the  several  bounties  on  any 
surveyed  public  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory. 

After  some  opposition  to  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Pickering,  and  reply  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Some  further  amendment  was  made  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
when 

Mr.  Alexander  said:  I  have  to  regret,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  have  taken  any  part  in  this  dis- 
cussion, as  It  necessarily  invites,  nay.  impels  me 
10  support,  and  more  explicitly  to  explain,  the 
views  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  when  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  yesterday.  My  views 
of  doing  justice,  sir,  are  guided  and  directed  by 
the  extent  of  the  injury  complained  of,  and  sub- 
mitted for  my  examination  and  decision. 

The  amendment  which  has  been  adopted  in 
this  bill,  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  yes- 
terday, has  wholly  and  entirely  changed  the 
original   character  and   principle  of  this  bill,  by 


se* 


,%tiresof'ti'e   United  States  of  America^in   C'on-    assuming  (pro  hac)  a  fact  which  is  not  true,  and 
.   LI.  I    rnu..   .v.-  u„_;.i-,„.  „.-  .u-  i'„..».i    which  cannot  be  justified  by  a  true  statement  of 


assembM,    That    the    President   of  the  United 

Ivs  be,  and  lic  is  hereby,  authorized  to    cause  to  be 

T;^ed,  on  such  site  within  the  District  of  Columbia 

l^  shall  sel^t,  the  buildings  necessary  for   a   Na- 

n^l  University  ;  and,  for  defraying  the  expense  there- 

>he  ium  of  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appro- 

kted,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
fciie  United  States   not  otherwise   appropriated  by 

C.  2.  i4n»  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
^i  of  the  Ur^ited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
II.  ^  and  requited  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  into 
bvklriing  lots  the  whole,  or  such  parts  as  he  may  think 
l»«r,  of  the  frround  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  United 
6«s,  in  the  <"ity  of  Washington  ;  and  to  cause  the 
jr  to  be  sold,  at  such  times  and  places,  and  in  such 
portions,  afed  under  such   regulations  as   he   shall 
ichbe;    an:4  the  proceeds   thereof,  after  defraying 
charges  of  survey  and  sale,  to  be  invested  in  such 
1^8  or  publfc  securities  as  shall  by  him  be  deemed 
iD%<\.  advisabli";  and  the  same,  when  so  invested,  and 
^Wm  dividends  ^hereon  arising,  shall  constitute   a  fund 
the  support  of  a  National  University. 


the  case  of  these  Canadian  refugees,  as  they  are 
called.  The  assumed  fact  is  this,  sir  ;  that  these 
Canadian  gentlemen  are  to  be  considered,  by  the 
principles  of  this  amendment,  as  our  own  dis- 
banded officers  ;  for.  the  compensation  in  land 
proposed  to  them  by  this  amendment  is  graduated 
by  the  very  terms,  and  in  the  very  language  of  the 
bill  winch  had  for  its  object  a  bounty  in  land  to 
our  own  disbanded  officers,  as  a  reward  to  the 
soldier's  merit,  and  which  bill  was,  three  days  ago, 
rejected  by  a  large  majority,  when  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  that  subject. 

These  Canadians  have  substantial  merits,  and 
ought  to  be  relieved,  on  principle,  for  the  losses 
sustained  by  them,  and  we  ought  to  meet  their 
case  fairly,  and  decide  it  upon  its  own  merits. 
They  are  either  entitled  to  compensation  for  the 
losses  sustained  by  them,  or  they  are  not  entitled. 

,  If  they  are  entitled,  it  is  just,  and  honor  compels 
you  to  relieve  them  to  the  extent  of  their  loss, 

i  and   that,  too.  on   principle.     Now,  sir,  for  the 
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principle  of  this  amendment.  By  its  provisions, 
some  of  these  Canadians  will  get  ten  times  more, 
perhaps,  than  ever  they  were  worth  in  property, 
and  some  of  them  will  get  ten  times  less  than  the 
loss  they  have  actually  sustainod.  A  private  sol- 
dier may  have  been  worth  more  than  his  colon&l. 
major,  or  captain  ;  yet  his  colonel  will  get  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  his  major  eight  hundred, 
his  captain  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  him- 
self but  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Is  this 
doing  justice  on  principle  ?  Away  with  such 
justice  as  this  !  it  has  no  charms  for  me.  I  had 
like  to  have  said  it  would  be  absurd — I  will  say 
it — and  if  it  is  not,  that  vord  ought  not  to  have 
a  place  in  the  English  language.  It  shall  not; 
and  I  will  insert  irx  its  place  the  word  ridiculous. 
These  Canadians  are  to  be  considered  as  our  own 
disbanded  officers,  and  to  be  rewarded  as  such  for 
their  gallant  services — not  indemnified  for  their 
losses — by  the  same  scale,  too.  that  our  own  offi- 
cers have  been  proposed  to  be  rewarded. 

But,  sir,  I  suppose  our  own  officers  are  not 
equally  meritorious,  or  that  it  would  take  a  little 
more  land  to  reward  them.  Sir.  I  fear  this  latter 
ground  is  the  grand  objection  and  secret  which 
has  rejected  the  bounty  to  your  own  disbanded 
officers.  Sir.  the  Canadians  ought  to  be  indem- 
nified, and  our  own  officers  rewarded;  and  al- 
though their  cases  are  perfectly  distinct  in  prin- 
ciple, yet  they  are  both  meritorious  claims  on 
your  bounty.  Humanity  and  every  noble  prin- 
ciple of  our  nature  cry  aloud  in  their  favor.  Sir, 
what  do  these  Canadians  ask  of  you?  They  do 
not  ask  a  reward,  they  ask  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  them  in  consequence  of  having  joined 
your  standard  in  the  late  war. 

Sir,  the  motion  which  I  shall  presently  have 
the  honor  to  submit,  is  intended  to  have  the  truth, 
and  the  real  merits  of  the  case  of  these  Cana- 
dians laid  before  us,  that  we  may  meet  th<j;r  case 
fairly  and  manfully. 

Sir,  it  15  said  that  some  of  these  Canadians  have 
lost  twenty  thousand  dollars?  And  pray,  sir.  is 
that  the  objection  to  our  paying  it.  If  it  was  an 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  it  is  not  the  less  just. 
Plead  your  poverty  and  your  bankruptcy,  but 
never  deny  your  debt.  I  suspect  that  some  of 
these  Canadians  have  not  lost  twenty  dollars  in 
property.  I  am  for  paying  each  in  proportion  to 
his  actual  loss.  I  move,  therefore,  that  this  bill, 
as  amended,  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
the  House  the  facts  which  constitute  the  claims  of 
these  Canadian  refugees. 

Mr.  Barbol'R  opposed  the  commitment,  and 
defended  the  principle  substituted,  on  his  motion, 
by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  yesterday. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  staled  his  reasons 
against  recommitment,  and  for  wishing  the  sub- 
ject to  be  acted  on  in  its  present  shape. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit, and  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
bill   was   so  amended,  as   to  exclude   from   the 

firovisions  of  the  bill  such  refugees  as  were  en- 
istcd,  and  to  extend  them  only  to  volunteers. 


Mr.  Jackson  then  renewed  a  motion  previously 
made  by  Mr.  Hammono.  without  success,  to  grant 
to  those  of  the  refugees  who  served  as  privates 
in  the  service,  an  additional  allowance  of  three 
months  pay  ;  which  motion  was  now  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  stated  his  ob- 
jections to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  He 
protested  with  zeal  against  giving  preference  to 
the  refugees  over  sucii  of  our  own  citizens  as  had 
served  in  the  late  war.  and  who.  on  being  dis- 
banded, have  been  denied  a  similar  bounty.  He 
was,  however,  warmly  in  favor  of  remunerating, 
to  a  reasonable  extent,  the  refugees  in  question, 
for  their  losses,  sufferings  and  services;  and  pre- 
ferred the  principle  of  relief  originally  proposed. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  am  sorry  to  discover  such  an 
indisposition  to  remunerate  the  petitioners,  who, 
by  proclamation,  were  invited  to  join  the  Amer- 
ican standard,  being  then  subjects  of  Great  Brit- 
ain,resident  in  Canada.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  says,  that  "  it  is  immoral  to 
encourage  crime  ;"  and  he.  therefore,  is  opposed 
to  giving  these  gentlemen   the  amount  of  their 
losses  by  confiscation,  which  they  have  sustained 
by  their  confidence   in  the  faith  of  this  nation, 
pledged   by  that  proclamation.     Sir,  in   the  ab- 
stract  I  admire    the  purity  of  the  gentleman's 
principles,  and  was  that  question  fairly  before  us, 
I  should  view  the  subject  as  he  does.     But  that 
IS  not  the  question  ;  but  whether  we  shall  fulfil 
the  promises  of  the  Government,  in  indemnifying 
these  gentlemen  for  their  losses  sustained  in  join- 
ing the  American  standard,  by  the  invitation  of 
the  Government.     However  we  may  admire  the 
gentleman's  principles  in  the  abstract,  yet.  sir, 
practically,  as  in  application  to  the  case  before  us,  I 
cannot  but  support  the  conduct  of  the  Adminis- 
tration in  their  proclamation,  and  of  course  the 
claim  of  the  gentlemen  claiming  under  that  pro- 
clamation.     Sir,  the  lex  talionis  iinposed   that 
policy  on  this  Administration.     The  British  arts 
of  seduction  of  the  Indians  and  negroes  to  join 
their  standard,  and    imbrue   their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  their  fellow-citizens  and  masters,  admits 
of  no  doubt;  nay,  sir,  in  time  of  peace,  their  at- 
tempts to  seduce  whole  States  from  allegiance, 
through  the  agency  of  the  noted  Henry,  has  been 
fully  proved,  although  he  failed   to  eiect  the  ob- 
ject of  his  demoralizing  mission,  owing  to  the 
unshaken  fidelity  of  the  citizens  of  that  region, 
80  pridefully  called  the  cradle  of  the  Revolution. 
I  ask,  with  this  evidence  before  the  eyes  of  our 
Government,  could  they,  in  justice  to  the  nation, 
forego thisactof retaliation?  Ipresumenot.    But, 
sir,  if  that  act  was  in  itself  improper,  it  having 
been  done   by  authority,  and  the  United  States 
having  obtained  the  benefits,  can  it  be  possible 
that  honorable  men  can  deny  to  these  genilemea 
that  remuneration  which  reason  and  justice  enti- 
tled them  to  expect.  A  number  of  these  gentlemen 
were  natives  of  the  United   States,  who,  unwil- 
ling to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their 
relatives  and  couoiryraen.  under  this  proclama- 
tion joined  the  American  standard  ;  to  these  the 
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«bj|^tions  do  tiotso  directly  apply,  but  to  me,  that  | 
«ai;L  make  no  tlistiQctioD.  because  the  measure  of  j 
»ej|^neration  is  not  to  be  regulated  by  the  limit  of 
ih^roclamatfan.and  as  all  were  alike  lovited,  so 
iill>^re  equall^' entitled  to  the  sams  remuneration.  { 
la^ie  war  of-the  Revolution  the  native  sons  of  i 
AiA -rica  were  all  invited  to  join  our  standard  ;  we  | 
cOKidered  all  Americans  as  the  American  natale 
iOlMin,  and  we.vonsidered  these  invitations  to  them  ! 
toSoite  with  as  to  defend  America  against  for- 
t;i,fj^  oppressiot.s,as  mo5t  justly  growing  out  of  the  ' 
>t!^  of  afifair*:    in  which  we   found   ourselves  at 
th<\^ommenCfment  of  the  war — and  I,  therefore, 
i^t^^  most  curdially  vote  for  their  relief,  in  the  ; 
ca^y^  before  u-,  which  a  just  and  wise  policy  in-  , 
du<^«  the  Government  to  adopt,  and    their  devo-  | 
tiOjltotbis  country,  and  their  confidence  in  iii>  | 
Jilt^Ved  faithj.-induced  them  to  embrace. 
•    J^.  McLE/jfN.  of;  Ohio,  followed  on  the  same  | 
tiidVj;;    He  defended  the  character  of  the  volun- 
ieed  from  tho  aspersions  cast  on  them,  and  advo- 
cayW  the  projiriety  of  relieving  them  according  i 
io^e  princij'le  first  proposed,  in  preference  to  ■ 
corq|)ensation  according  to  rank. 

^r.  King,  cf  Massachusetts,  likewise  opposed  | 
th%  ,'eportof  the  committee,  and  stated  his  reasons 
foii  yiscrimifvating  between  these  persons  and 
su^i  of  our  fifivate  citizens  as  had  suffered  loss; 
ao^T^  urged  the  superiority  of  the  former  plan  of 
re*iineraiion, 

|i^.  Gros^£NOR    replied    to  the   argument  of 
diisc^iminatioiji.  advanced  by  Mr.  King,  and  dis* 
puif  d  the  exi|tence  of  any  difference  in  the  cases  j 
of  t^e  sufferintg  refugees  and  our  own  citizens  ;  to  | 
mnrtjm—  I 

••  jylr.  Ingha^i  and  Mr.  Nelson  successively  re-  j 
■p\i^.  ^  I 

jjr.  SERGEitNT  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Nelson  i 
ad#,  others,  a|id  generally  against  any  inderanifi-  [ 
cat»on  of  the, volunteers  in  question. 

After  an  unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  Hall,  to  | 
Uyvihe  bill  o^i  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  hav-  . 
>u^'  It  printtij,  and  some  explanatory  remarks  ' 
Iroifi  Mr.  In^jiam.  the  question  on  concurring  in  | 
iht^  report  oT  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (to  j 
apryortion  th>>  bounty  according  to  rank)  was  i 
tat^n  by  yeas.- and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  a£r-  | 
iivi — yeas  &^.  nays  4S,  as  follows: 

VvkAS — MesW.s.  Adgale,  Archer,  Alherton,  Baer,  Bar-  | 
boii^.  Bassett,^  Bayhet,  Bennett,  Betu,  Birdseye, 
Blount,  Bost:,  ^adbury,  Breckenndge,  Brooks,  Brown, 
..Bt]Hji,  Cady,»  Champion,  Cbappell,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clende^nin,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Culpepcr,  Dar- 
•linjjjon,  DavenjK)rt,  Edwards,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goodwyn, 
GrSin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes, 
He?ter,  Hopkljison,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Hungerford,  Ir- 
vin-  of  New  Vork,  Jackson,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
Le^L^,  Lovett,;Lyon,  McCoy,  McKee,  Moseley,  New- 
ton^ Noyes,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Ser- 
gc»*t,  Savage*  Schenck,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
Vkr^a,  Smith  ['f  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges, 
'ladfliadge,  Xlte,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina, 
l''<4tir,  Thom  is,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace, 
W,^«ter,  WhfEiton,  Whiteside,  WiUiams,  Woodward, 
Wik^ht,  Yancey  and  Vates. 

!^iTs — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Bateman,  Birdsali, 
Bt#n«ide,BuriBkell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clarke  of  North 


Carolina,    Clopton,    Condict,    Crawford,    Creifhtoo, 

Cuthbert,  Desha,  Goldsborough,  Hale,  Henderson, 
Ingham,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Langdon,  Law,  Lumpkin,  .Maclay,  Mason, 
Mtyrant,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mil- 
nor,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Ormsby,  Powel), 
Roane,  Root,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Taylor  of 
New  Vork,  Throop,  Ward  of  New  Vork,  Wendover, 
Wilcox,  Wilkin,  Willoughbv.  Thomas  Wilson,  and 
William  Wilson 

Oniered.  That  the  said  hill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  lime  tomorrow. 

The  bill,  as  originally  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  is  as  follows  : 

Be  it  enacted,  bi/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprtam- 
tatives  of  the  I  nited  States  of  America  tn  Congress 
assembled,  That  it  shall  be  tho  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  to  appoint  two  commissioners  to  examine  into  and 
ascertain,  in  a  summary  way,  the  actual  losses  of  real 
estate  sustained  by  such  persons  as  were,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada ;  and  who,  during  the  said  war,  joined  the 
armies  of  the  United  Stales,  were  slain,  died  in  service, 
or  continued  therein  until  honorably  discharged,  and 
whose  losses  shall  have  been  occasioned  by  their  thus 
abandoning  the  British  and  joining  the  American 
cause. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  give  notice  for 
four  weeks  successively,  in  the  newspapers  printed  in 
the  villages  of  Buflalo  and  Batavia,  m  the  Slate  of  New 
York,  specifying  the  lime  when,  and  place  where,  they 
will  meet,  and  requiring  all  persons  interested  to  pre- 
sent their  claims  on  the  day  specilicd  in  such  notice  ; 
and  the  said  commissioners  shall   meet,  pursuant  to 

their  notice,  on  or  before  the day  of next,  at 

Wiiliamsville,  in  the  county  of  Niagara,  and  State  of 
New  Vork ;  and  after  having  taken  an  oath,  before 
some  judicial  officer  of  said  State,  faithfully  and  impar- 
tially to  execute  the  duties  enjoined  on  them  by  this 
act,  shall  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  losses  which  the 
persons  aforesaid  have,  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  respec- 
tively sustained.  The  said  commissioners  shall  have 
power  to  administer  oathi  or  aflirmationB  to  witnesses, 
and  shall  not  take  the  evidence  of  any  witness  who 
shall  not  be  sworn  or  affirmed  by  them ;  they  shall  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day,  until  they  shall  have  completed 
the  objects  of  their  commission:  Provided,  however. 
That  no  claim  for  Iomcs  shall  be  received  or  examined 
by  them,  which  shall  not  be  presented  to  them  within 

the  space  of weeks  after  they  shall  have  convened 

pursuant  to  the  said  notice.  And  it  shall  be  the  fur- 
ther duty  of  the  said  commissioners,  after  they  shall 
have  completed  the  examination  aforesaid,  to  report 
their  proceedings  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office,  together  with  a  list  of  the  persons  who  shall 
have  satisfactorily  established  losses,  and  tho  amount 
of  such  losses  respectively. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office 
to  issue  to  each  of  the  said  persons  a  certificate  of  the 
amount  of  the  losses  established  by  him  or  her,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of 
any  person,  whose  losses  shall  be  established  as  afore- 
said, then  the  said  certificate  shall  be  issued  to  his 
widow,  or  if  no  widow  to  the  child  or  chddren  of  such 
deceased  person  ;  which  certificate  shall  be  received  to 
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the  amount  specified  in  it,  but  without  inlereat,  in  any 
payment  for  the  public  lands  which  may  hereafter  be 
•old  in  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Ilbnois:  Pro- 
vided, however,  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  declared. 
That  the  whole  amount  of  certificatet;  issued  under 
this  act  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of thousand  dol- 
lars; and  in  case  the  aggregate  amount  of  losses  re- 
ported by  the  said  commissioners  shall  exceed  the  said 

gum  of thousand  dollars,  then  the  certificate  to  be 

issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  to  each 
claimant,  shall  not  be  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  loss 
susUined  by  him  or  her,  but  only  for  a  sum  propor- 
tioned to  his  or  her  actual  loss,  as  the  paid  sum  of 

thousand  dollars  is  to  the  aggregate  of  all  the  losses  so 
reported. 

8ec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of  the 
commissioners,  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  shall  receive,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 

States,  the  sum  of for  each  and  every  day  he  shall 

be  employed  in  discharging  the  duties  required  of  him 
by  this  act. 

And  as  amended,  it  will  read — 

Be  it  enacted,  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the   United  States  of  America  in   Congress 
assembled,  That  all  such  persons  as  had  been  citizena 
of  the  United  States  anterior  to  the  late  war,  and  were 
at  its  commencement  inhabitants  of  the   province   of 
Canada,  and  who  during  the   said  war  joined   the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  Stales  as  volunteers,  and  were  slain, 
died  in  service,  or  continued  therein  till  honorably  dia- 
charged,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  following  quantities  of 
land,  respectively,  viz  :    Each  colonel  to  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  ;  each  major  to  eight  hundred  acres ; 
each   captain    to   six    hundred   and    forty  acres ;   each 
subaltern  officer  to   four   hundred   and   eighty  acres; 
each  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,   or  private, 
to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  and  the  bounties 
aforesaid  shall  extend  to  the   medical  and  other  stafli 
who  shall  rank  according  to  their  pay.     And    it   shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  persons  to  locate  their  claims  in 
quarter  sections  upon  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands 
of  the  United   States   within   the   Indiana   Territory, 
which  shall  have  been  surveyed  prior  to  such  location, 
with   the  exception   of  salt   springs   and   lead    mines 
therein,  and  of  the  quantities  of  land  adjacent  thereto, 
which  may  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  same  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  section  number 
sixteen  in  every  township  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  auch  township  for  the  use  of  public  schools; 
which  locations  shall  be  subject  to  such  regulations,  as 
lo  priority  of  choice,  and  the  manner  of  location,  as  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  War  for  the  time  being 
shall,  from  time  to  lime,  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions, as  to  evidence,  as  the  President  of  the  L  nited 
States  shall  prescribe,  issue  to  every  person  coming 
within  the  description  aforesaid  a  warrant  for  such 
quantity  of  land  as  he  may  be  enlilled  lo  by  virtue  of 
the  aforesaid  provision  ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of 
such  person,  then  such  warrant  shall  be  issued  to  his 
widow,  or  if  no  widow,  lo  his  child  or  children. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized and  required  to  pay  to  each  of  the  persons  afore- 
said three  months  additional  pay,  according  to  the  rank 
they  respectively  held  in  the  .\rmy  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war. 


MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  other  part  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  being 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  military  services  during  the  late  war. 

After  agreeing  to  the  other  amendments  of  the 
committee,  the  question  was  slated  on  concur- 
ring with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  strik- 
ing out  the  third  section  of  the  bill  (which  pro- 
vided a  bounty  in  land  to  the  disbanded  officers  of 
the  late  army.) 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  expressed  a  hope 
that  those  who  had  ju»t  voted  a  similar  bounty 
to  the  Canadian  refugees,  would  not  deny  it  to 
our  own  officers. 

Mr.  Telfair  and  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  op- 
posed the  report  of  the  committee  and  advocated 
the  bounty. 
Mr.  Lumpkin  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  diffidence,  upon  any  oc- 
casion, that  1  rise  to  submit  my  views  and  opin- 
ions to  this  honorable  body.     And  upon  the  pres- 
ent occasion  ray  embarrassment  is  increased  ;  be- 
cause I  rise  in  opposition  to  a  measure  emanating 
from   a   source    which    I    highly  respect.     This 
measure  has  also  received  the  sanction  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  and   the  support  of  many  other 
honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  amongst  whom 
are   most  of  my  worthy  colleagues.     But   upon 
this,  as  well  as  all   other  questions  presented   to 
this  House  for  consideration,  I  feel  myself  bound 
to  examine  and   investigate  for  myself,  and  thea 
pursue  that  course  which  my  own  best  judgment 
may  dictate  to  be  right.     And  upon  due  examina- 
tion of  this  subject,  the  result  has  been,  that  I  am 
constrained  lo  conclude  thai  it  will  be  partial  and 
impolitic  to  give  the  proposed  donation  in  lands 
to  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  Army  of  the 
United  States.     First,  let  us  examine  how  these 
offices  were  created,  and  how  those  gentlemen 
came  into  them.     The  necessity  of  having  a  large 
number  of  military  officers,  grew  out  of  the  war 
in  which  this  country  has  recently  been  engaged 
with  a  formidable  enemy. 

The  various  laws  passed  by  Congress  for  rais- 
ing armies,  pointed  out  the  number  of  officers  ne- 
cessary to  command  those  armies;  also  the  pay 
and  subsistence  that  they  should  be  entitled  to 
receive  for  their  services.  And  I  presume  they 
have  received  the  full  amount  held  out  to  them 
at  the  time  they  engaged  in  the  service;  and 
therefore,  as  has  been  admitted  by  my  friend  and 
colleague,  as  well  &<  every  other  gentleman  who 
has  spoken  on  that  side  of  the  question,  they  have 
no  ju^t  claims  on  the  Government.  But  the  ap- 
peal is  made  to  the  magnanimity  and  liberality 
of  Congress.  Sir,  I  admire  liberality  in  Govern- 
ments, as  well  as  individuals.  But  I  differ  with 
some  gentlemen  in  the  selection  of  objects  to  be- 
stow liberajiiy  upon.  I  have  no  disposition  to  be- 
stow my  charity  or  liberality  where  no  necessity 
exists;  lam  not  disposed  lo  make  my  selectioa 
from  the  elevated  ranks  of  life.  I  will  now  make 
the  inquiry,  how  those  officers  came  into  office? 
They  were  not  pressed  into  the  service  of  their 
country,  but  in  most  cases  were  personally,  or  by 
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cants  for  the  commands  which 
ndeed  there  was  a  great  many 
f(\(\i^  applicants  than  there  were  offices  to  bestow. 
r^Jjih  provesithat  it  was  not  a  very  objectionable 
cr  *lisagreeaUe  service,  to  the  patriotic  and  gal- 
Jaiijyoung  gentlemen  of  this  country.  And  it  is 
(t  Si  jject  of  regret  that  the  best  in  every  instance 
fco^  J  not  ha^e  been  selected  from  the  numerous 
ca;^  idates.  Hut  I  do  not  intend  (o  insinuate  but 
thv  't  was  intended  in  every  case  to  select  those 
w)i'  were  be.-t  qualified,  but  from  the  nature  of 
ifci?  ease  it  ci^uld  not  be  done.  Much  has  been 
siaLjSin  regarij  to  the  pay  of  the  officer  and  the 
sbner.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  pay  and 
^^o^•ty  of  ih|'  soldier  was  raised  extravagantly 
tpgt  because  (t  was  with  difficulty  that  they  could 
be  ^ocured  ;  iind  that  the  pay  oi"  the  officers  was 
jiatnl  down  a^  low  as  possible,  because  there  was 
Wg3at  numl^T  ready  to  take  commands.  I  ad- 
r/^itJhat  it  w^s  difficult  to  procure  soldiers,  and 
tht3  was  always  a  plenty  ready  to  take  commands. 
But^  claim  lYiie  attention  of  the  House,  while  I  ex- 
»3TW*e  what  ?|as  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  the 
jol^T,  that  \Me  may  be  able  to  judge  correctly  on 
IhiSubject.  'I  find  the  pay  of  a  major  general 
(InAuding  foi^ge  and  rations)  to  be  two  hundred 
♦.n-vjiforty-firtt  dollars  per  month  ;  two  thousand 
cit<t|hundred  -ind  forty  dollars  per  year,  and  more 
ihaj  eight  dojlars  per  day.  A  brigadier  general, 
vn^^undred  .ind  thirty-two  dollars  per  month. 
tni**5fteen  hi^odred  and  eighty-four  dollars  per 
ye^*  A  colc-iel,  ninety-three  dollars  per  month, 
antf^leven  huodred  and  sixteen  dollars  per  year. 
A  ^jor,  sixty-four  dollars  per  month,  and  seven 
ItlMred  and  -«ighty-eight  dollars  per  year.  A 
CA|^in  forty-ihree  dollars  per  month,  and  five 
^UMred  and  sixteen  dollars  per  year ;  and  thus 
g^^riTlially  decieasing,  down  to  the  third  lieuten- 
»n''l?  The  hij^  pay  of  the  soldier  that  has  been 
80  »*ach  dwett  upon,  was  during  the  war  raised 
to  »;ht  dollars  per  month,  and  ninety-six  dollars 
pej^^ear,  besidis  his  bounty  in  money  and  land. 
Siiia  the  conclusion  of  peace,  his  pay  is  reduced 
to  tie  dollars  |)er  month. 

?^dmit  the, assertion,  that  no  country  has  re- 
«r8f#ed  or  paj  their  soldiers  higher  than  this. 
Bttjj'in  its  prujciples  and  form,  our  Government 
difftas  from  all  others,  and  I  rejoice  that  it  does; 
i^eiiffwe  havo,no  distinctions  but  such  as  arise 
frot*  merit,  f(oni  intrinsic  worth  of  character; 
tbt^rfore  therw  should  not  be  so  much  difference 
between  the  p<y  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  this, 
jte^ii^  other  countries.  If  we  were  to  pursue  the 
exai^ple  of  tte  European  nations,  I  know  that 
If*  jfhould  forget  the  soldier,  and  make  liberal 
jirbfisiun  for  tne  officers.  In  Great  Britain,  if 
oiict  an  offic'i.f  you  are  always  so,  at  least  their 
e2t«iTs  receive  half  pay  for  life.  But  in  this  coun- 
titfJ.U  we  adlfsre  to  the  principles  of  our  own 
Oi'iti'nment.  ive  ought  to  reward  merit,  nut  rank. 
L^^s  follow  ^ne  example  of  the  immortal  VVash- 
i!*i^ON.  the  pi|liiical  Father  of  his  Country.  Ex- 
»r^i.«fie  his  letjers  to  the  Marquis  Lafayette  and 
ottr.^  t'riends,  fcn  his  returning  from  the  command 
of;j|e  Americ*in  Army,  at  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lu^nary  war*    He  felt  himself  eased  from  a  load 


of  public   care,  and  anticipated   the  pleasure  of 
spending  the  remainder  of  his  days  as  a  private 
citizen,  on  the  bank>  of  the  Potomac,  in  the  prac- 
tice of   the  domestic  virtues.     He  asked  of  the 
Government  no  remuneration  for  his  all-import- 
ant  services;  and  when   his  native  State  (Vir- 
ginia) offered  him  donations,  he  declined  accept- 
ing,and  recommended  that  the  fund  proposed  to  be 
vested  in  him.  should  be  applied  to  uselul  ohjecis. 
Mr.  Speaker  let  us  follow  the  example  of  our 
Washingto.n,   and   closely   adhere   to   our  own 
principles  and  form  of  Government.     In  ancient 
history  1   recollect   reading  of  a  nation,  who  re- 
ceived its  laws  immediately  from,  and  was  gov- 
erned  by  the   Supreme   Ruler  of  ihe  Universe; 
and  while  they  were  content  with  their  good  form 
ol  government  they  prospered,  and    were   more 
blessed  and  happy  than  all  the  nations  which  sur- 
rounded them  :  but  they  became  wicked  and  then 
dissatisfied,  and   asked    for  a  king  to   rule  over 
them;  and   the  reason   why  they  asked   a   king, 
was,  tliai  they  might  be  like  other  nations.     The 
request  of  this  people  was  granted — a  king   was 
given  to  them — their  pride  was  gratified  ;  but  in 
obtaining  a  king,  they   procured  a  curse,  and  not 
a  bles:>ing.     I  have  no  doubt  but  this  nation  has 
been  equally  blessed  and  protected  by  the  guardian 
care  of  a  kind  and  indulgent  Providence;  and  I 
am  confident  that  we  do  err.  whenever  we  depart 
from  the  spirit  and  nature  of  our  own  republican 
institutions,  and  assimilate  our  lawK  or  policy  to 
those  of  other  countries,  whose  (orms  of  govern- 
ment essentially  differ  from  ours  in  first  principles. 
I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  provision  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  officers, 
and  the  number  proposed  to  be  benefitted  thereby. 
The  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  inform- 
ed the  House  the  other  day.  that  there  was  between 
fifteen  hundred  and  two  thousand  disbanded  offi- 
cers  to  be  provided  for;  and  that  the  land  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  them  was    upwards  of  nine 
hundred  thousand  acres,  nearly  one  million.    And 
from  the  most  accurate  calculation>  whicii  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  1  am  inclined  lo  the  opinion 
that  the  number  of  officers  and  quantity  of  land 
are  both  estimated  too  low.    But,  in  justice  to  the 
disorganized  officers,  permit  me  lo  say.  that  I  en- 
tertain no  doubt  but  many  of  them  entered  the 
service  of  their  country  from  the  most  pure,  up- 
right, and  patriotic  motives,  and  that  many  of  them 
have  done  honor  to  themselves  and  to  the  country 
for  which  they  fought;  they  have  gained  an  im- 
perishable tame  that  is  riveted  in  the  hearts  of  the 
American   people;  a  fame  more  durable  than  a 
marble   monument.     They  are   entitled   to,  and 
are    daily    receiving   the  honors   and   gratitude 
which  their  fellow-citizens  have  to  bestow.     Let 
us  not  tarnish  their  fame  and  merit  by  any  act  of 
ours,  which  will  make  those  honorable  men  ap- 
pear to  posterity  in  the  light  of  mercenaries. 

But,  sir,  I  am  compelled  to  say,  that  many  of 
those  officers  have  no  claim  on  their  Government. 
There  were  many,  who  during  the  war  were  liv- 
ing in  luxury  ami  dissipation,  spending  their  time 
in  idleness  and  pleasure,  at  their  recruiting  sta- 
tions, and  frequently  their  conduct  was  such,  that 
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they  were  so  little  respected  by  the  community 
where  they  were  stationed,  that  they  scarcely 
enlisted  a  man.  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  injured 
the  cause  they  were  in  honor  bound  to  support. 
They  were  living  upon  the  Government,  without 
rendering  the  smallest  benefit  to  it. 

Delicacy  and  decorum  forbid  the  mention  of 
names,  but  is  it  not  known  to  every  gentleman 
on  this  floor,  that  there  were  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar array  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  many 
of  our  militia  officers  ?  And  yet.  nothing  is  said 
about  donations  of  land  for  those  brave,  patriotic, 
Tolunteer  militia  offiters.  whose  heroic  deeds  have 
immortalized  and  recorded  their  names  in  the 
hearts  of  the  American  people. 

Sir,  it  is  known  to  you,  it  is  known  to  every 
member  of  this  House,  that  many  of  the  militia 
officers  have  achieved  f^r  more  honor  in  delend- 
ing  their  country's  rights  than  many  of  those  offi- 
cers that  we  are  now  called  upon  to  make  pro- 
vision for.  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  say,  if  this 
is  sound  policy  ?  If  this  is  admrnisteriug  justice 
with  an  impartial  hand?  Sir.  I  cannot  forget, 
and  delicacy  shall  not  prevent  me  from  mention- 
ing, the  toils  and  services  of  the  militia  of  that 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
But  first,  permit  me  to  say,  that  from  anything 
which  I  have  seen,  emanating  from  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  useful  services  of  the  Georgia  militia,  and  the 
merit  of  the  officers  who  commanded  them,  had 
not  reached  the  War  Department. 

But.  be  this  as  it  may.  the  intrepidity  anJ  bra- 
very of  the  militia  of  the  South  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  the  people  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  Can  I  feel  justified  with  myself  to  vole 
donations,  indiscriminately,  to  the  regular  officers, 
some  of  whom  have  been  worse  than  useless  to 
the  Government,  while  the  arduous  and  import- 
ant military  services  of  Floyd,  Newnan,  Thomas, 
and  many  others  who  acted  with  them,  are  fresh 
in  my  recollection,  and  are  passed  over,  entirely 
neglected?  Sir,  these  men.  not  half  supplied  by 
the  agents  of  the  Government,  at  the  head  of  a 
brave  and  patriotic  militia,  sought  and  found  the 
savage  foe  in  the  wilderness,  and  carried  terror 
into  the  heart  of  their  country.  And  when  attack- 
ed, and  surrounded  by  a  numerous  host  of  yelling 
savages — and  that  in  the  awlul  solemnity  of  the 
night,  without  fortifications,  breastworks,  or  shel- 
ter— every  officer,  every  soldier,  was  immoveably 
firm  to  their  duty,  and  the  enemy  put  lo  flight 
with  severe  loss. 

But  such  men  as  these  are  forgotten  here.  It 
is  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  that  must  be 
provided  for.  It  has  been  said,  that  the  militia 
does  not  complain  ;  and  if  the  question  now  under 
consideration  was  submitted  to  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  they  would  be  in  favor  of  granting  the 
proposed  donations.  Admit  these  statements  to 
be  true,  and  the  answer  is,  to  the  praise  of  the  mi- 
litia be  it  spoken,  that  they  have  made  no  com- 
plaints; and  to  the  officers  who  possess  so  much 
disinterested  generosity  as  to  grant  to  others  that 
which  is  due  to  themselves.  The  donations  pro- 
posed to  be  given  are  spoken  of  by  gentlemen  as 


a  mere  trifle.  It  has  also  been  said,  money  is  not 
asked  for.  it  is  lands,  and  ttiat  we  have  plenty  of 
land,  and  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try to  have  it  settled. 

I  will  ask,  if  ail  tde  citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  not  interested  in  what  is  called  Gov- 
ernment land  ?  And  does  not  this  land  average 
to  the  Government,  when  sold,  a  revenue  of  at  least 
two  dollars  per  acre  ?  Under  existing  laws  which 
have  been  passed  by  Congress,  for  the  disposition 
of  public  lands,  it  is  obliged  to  bring  two  dollars 
per  acre  at  least.  If  my  statement  be  correct,  we 
are  in  our  liberality  about  to  bestow  donations  in 
lands,  equal  in  value  to  two  millions  of  dollars, 
upon  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  army.  To 
a  mind  that  estimates  the  necessity  of  economy 
in  Governmeuis  as  I  do,  this  is  no  inconsiderable 
donation  or  gratuity.  For  my  part  I  cannot  re- 
concile It  to  my  feelings,  to  vote  a  direct  tax  of 
three  millions  of  dollars  indiscriminately  on  the 
people,  and  then,  in  the  next  vote,  give  away  two 
millions  of  their  properly,  or  money  ;  for  in  reality 
I  view  It  as  the  same  thing.  It  is  clear  to  my 
mind,  that  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officer 
has  been  better  than  that  of  the  soldier.  And  the 
part  which  the  officer  is  required  to  act  in  per- 
forming his  duty,  is  certainly  the  most  pleasant 
and  agreeable  service.  The  situation  of  our  sol- 
diers during  the  late  war,  in  many  instances,  has 
been  a  scene  calculated  to  excite  the  compassion 
of  the  hardest  heart.  When  we  consider  the 
haidsbips  and  dangers  through  which  they  have 
passed,  upon  a  bare  allowance  of  bread  and  beef, 
and  their  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  contrast  it 
with  the  pay  of  the  officers,  1  trust  the  conclusion 
will  he.  that  the  liberality  of  the  Government  is 
not  more  pledged  to  the  officers  than  to  the  sol- 
diers, and  that  the  obligation  is  as  strong  to  many 
of  the  militia  officers  as  to  the  regulars. 

Mr.  McKee  made  some  remarks  which  could 
not  be  heard  by  the  Reporter;  and  Mr.  Picker- 
i.\G.  explained  his  reasons  for  voting  la  favor  of 
the  bounty  to  the  Canadians,aud  yet  against  allow- 
ing the  same  to  our  officers. 

Mr.  Can.non  said,  he  had  not  intended  to  say 
a  single  word  on  this  subject,  nor  should  he  at 
this  time  have  troubled  the  House  with  a  single 
remark  in  addition  to  what  he  had  submitted  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  a  few  days 
ago,  when  this  subject  was  under  consideration, 
had  It  not  been  for  the  arguments  which  bad 
just  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  (Mr.  Smith.)  Sir,  there  is  no  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  who  has  a  higher  regard,  or 
feels  more  respect  for  that  class  of  individuals  who 
are  to  be  benefitted  by  the  passage  of  the  section 
of  the  bill,  which  is  now  the  subject  of  debate, 
than  I  have.  I  have  not  forgotten  the  important 
services  many  of  them  have  rendered  in  defence 
of  our  country.  They  are  entitled  to,  and  will 
receive  the  gratitude  and  esteem  of  every  virtu- 
ous citizen  of  this  nation.  They  have  covered 
themselves  with  glory  that  will  last  for  ages  to 
come— that  could  not.  in  the  smallest  degree,  be 
increased  or  diminished  by  anything  it  is  possi- 
ble for  me  to  say.    But,  sir.  this  question  presents 
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ge 


me.  dQ  a  different   shape  from   that  in 

seeifis  to  be  viewed   by  the  honorable 

I  ask  you.  sir,  if  these 


to 
i2:h  It 
'l^lentian  frcVi  Maryland 


^r  «)licy  reqiiire  that  w 
ul^*  class  of  ifien,  as  tht 
tuaf   and  our  favor,  wi 


ofi^Ts.  who  Jiave  been  dl^charged  from  the  ser- 
vjcjof  the  Uiited  States,  are  the  only  persons 
m  &r  counify  who  are  entitled  to  our  respect. 
anYihe   liberality  of  this  nation  7     Does  justice 

we  should  select  this  partic- 
le only  objects  of  our  graii- 
10?  and  our  lavor.  while  at  the  same  time  we 
lui^  our  bacjis  on  a  much  larger  number,  com- 
Ipo^d  of  the  qitizen  soldiers  of  our  country,  equal- 
ly i^ieritoriouii,  who  have  served  us  with  etjual 
'^lai'jotism  an.j  equal  firmness — the  gallant  heroes. 
wS^  have  dt«fended  our  nation,  our  rights  and 
vi>y|' hemes,  and  have  nobly  supported,  and  borne 
Ouff  Government 


l-C'i 


^a 


through 


all  the  most  trying 
of  ttu.^  war?  1  think  it  does  not.  In 
■»^*ir"'»  '^^  '^^  subject.  Mr.  Speaker.  I  consider 
ihj.aa  unju^i  and  improper  distinction  has  been 
m:^e  belweej>  ihe  disbanded  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar Army,  an  '  the  citizens  of  our  country,  who 
bayi:  served  us  as  soldiers;  and  to  grant  the  do- 
Ha^ns  ol  lac'd  contemplated  by  this  section  of 
t;hMiill,  to  tht*  disbanded  officers  of  the  regular  ar- 
."a^^nd  will«l.old  an  equal  provision  from  others 
i>f!^^lly  deserving  the  bounty  of  the  Government. 
vV|^id,  in   my.  opinion,   not  only  be   making  an 

between  the  officers  and 
army   but  also  between 


^ri^st  discrimination 
;;o^5ers  of  t[|f.'  regula 
thefjtfficers  ol%the   regular  army  and  the  officers 


hc-fcJes  of 
iej?3;)ted  to 
dc'^^  their 


>>f  {Je  voluQt.'ers  and  militia,  who  have  rendered 
'as^yjual  service,  as  well  as  the  soldier  who  has 
fD^ed  our  service  as  a  volunteer  or  militiaman. 
Ulrt^f  whom  Jiave  served  us.  and  that  too  in  the 
trying  irmes  of  difficulty,  danger  and  alarm  ; 
have  rendered  important  services  to  this 
nn — they  have  taken  on  themselves  the  hum- 
ihough  ».Tduous  duties  of  the  soldier — they 
calmly  encountered  the  toils  of  the  camp. 
iaD,^'the  dangi-rs  of  the  field  of  battle — they  have 
^^  our  notjj^e  and  gallant  defenders,  and  huve 
'Irjien  from  -jursoil  and  our  shores  those  boasted 
of  Bi^itish  slaves,  who  have  vainly  al- 
to lay  prostrate  our  liberties — they  have 
du^y.  their  deeds  are  without  a  parallel 
lie  pages  rf  history — they  have  suffered,  they 
bled,  anti  many  of  them  have  sacrificed  their 
on  the  altar  of  our  country's  honor.  And, 
,an  It  be  possible  that  the  members  of  this 
H5se  have  t^rgotten  all  these  great  sacrifices  and 
in^Aprtant  ser>ices  ?  Is  not  the  citizen,  who  has 
•leiAd  us  as  Ji  soldier,  as  much  entitled  to  our 
COi*lideration«  as  the  man  who  has  served  us  as 
;ia^||fficer ;  oi^are  we  to  pass  by  them  as  unwor- 
»h^»jfour  nfjtice,  and  make  tins  partial  provi- 
!;ic^for  the  (.'isbanded  officers  ?  While  I  admit, 
M^i|;Speaker,  that  many  of  the  disbanded  officers  ; 
df  jie  regular  army  have  rendered  important  ser- 
ium  to  our  country.  I  cannot  forget  that  the  cit- 
Ize.T  of  our  Cffuntry  have  also  rendered  important 
to  U5.  during  the  late  war;  and  though 


ser  sices 


:/! 


iQ  ;jmore  humble  and  less  conspicuous  capacity, 
them, 
that  the  place  of  an 


iet^s  not  fovget  them.     Sir.  it  must  be  known 


*o 


JjYery  persim.  ttiat  tlie  place 
Butr  array,   \^hether   regular,  miliita, 

•  5  > 


officer   in 
or  volun- 


teers. IS  by  far  belter  ibao  that  of  a  soldier.  I  am, 
therefore,  opposed  to  rewarding  the  officers,  and 
neglecting  the  soldiers.  The  difference  between 
I  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  your  officers,  and  the 
I  pay  and  bounty  of  your  soldiers  is.  in  my  opinion, 
already  fully  sufficient.  Your  officers  received, 
,  perhaps,  from  two  hundred  and  fifty,  down  to 
twenty-five  or  thirty  dollars  per  month,  while 
your  soldier  received  but  eight  dollars  per  month, 
who  encounters  the  most  danger,  and  often  per- 
forms the  most  arduous  duty.  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  honorable  gentleman,  that  the  officer  s  duty  is 
'  so  much  harder  than  that  of  the  soldier,  although 
I  [eel  the  highest  respect  for  the  opinions  of  that 
gentleman.  I  yet  believe  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  the  soldier  equally  as  hard  as  that  of 
the  officer.  Commissions  in  the  regular  service 
have  been  much  sought  after  during  the  war, 
and  the  very  persons  for  whom  you  are  now 
about  to  provide  donations  of  land,  have  already 
once  been  made  the  favorites  of  the  nation.  lu 
getting  those  appointments,  they  have  had  the 
best  places  in  your  Army,  and  I  might  :>ay,  the 
best  places  in  our  country, during  the  war.  Gen- 
tlemen may  say  what  they  please  about  it.  but  I 
know  that,  generally,  the  place  of  an  officer  in 
any  army,  whether  regular,  militia,  or  volunteer, 
IS  better,  is  enviable  to  that  of  a  soldier,  and  why 
make  this  unjust  and  partial  discrimination  in 
favor  of  your  disbanded  officers  ? 

The  Government  of  the  United  Slates  has  held 
out  to  her  citizens  certain  conditions  and  induce- 
ments to  enter  into  the  service  ;  certain  pay  and 
emoluments  to  officers,  and  certain  pay  and  boun- 
ties to  soldiers ;  and  it  is  known  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  that,  on  those  conditions,  you 
could  have  got  more  officers  than  you  wanted, 
but  not  near  i>o  many  soldiers  as  you  wanted. 
This  circumstance  alone  I  would  think  sufficient 
to  show  clearly  that  the  inducements  given  to 
your  officers  were  by  far  greater  than  those  given 
to  your  soldiers.  But  gentlemen,  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  have  contended  that  this  land  ought 
to  be  given  to  them,  as  an  inducement  to  enter  the 
service  of  our  country  again,  in  the  event  of  ano- 
ther war.  But,  sir,  I  have  no  fears  that  there  ever 
will  be  any  difficulty  found  in  this  country  to  get 
officers  for  a  regular  army  ;  the  great  difficulty 
IS  in  getting  soldiers.  What,  sir,  has  beto  the 
situation  of  our  army  during  the  late  war?  It 
has  been  a  skeleton,  an  army  of  officers  without 
soldiers,  and,  il  additional  inducements  are  given, 
I  contend  they  should  given  to  the  soldier.  For 
my  part.  I  cannot  see  on  what  ground  it  can  be 
shown,  that  the  di>banded  officers  of  the  regular 
army  are  more  entitled  to  this  additional  bounty 
or  favor  of  the  Government,  than  the  citizens  of 
our  country  are.  who  have  served  us  in  the  hum- 
ble capacity  of  soldiers;  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
officer  has  any  stronger  clf.im  on  this  Govern- 
ment than  the  soldier.  Indeed,  sir.  I  believe  his 
claim  IS  less  strong  than  that  ot  your  citizen, 
who  has  served  you  in  the  humble  place  of  a 
soldier.  I  have  said  before,  sir,  that  I  was  op- 
posed to  the  principle  of  rewarding  officers,  and 
neglecting  our   soldiers.     Sir,  can   it  be  possible 
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that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  show 
by  her  acts  such  partiality  in  favor  of  any  class 
of  her  citizens,  while,  at  the  same  time,  she  neg- 
lects others  equally  meritorious  1  I  hope  they 
will  not.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, who  is  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  this  bill,  has,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
on  striking  out  this  sectiou.said  something  about 
national  character.  Sir,  I  am  as  anxious  to  pre- 
serve national  character  as  that  gentleman  is,  or 
any  other  member  of  this  House.  But,  sir.  I  can- 
not agree  that  the  adoption  of  this  measure  would 
add  anything  to  our  national  character.  I  have 
a  different  view  of  this  course ;  I  believe  the  best 
way  to  preserve  national  character,  is  to  act  im- 
partially on  this  subject,  as  well  as  all  others 
that  come  before  us,  and  to  show  by  our  acts  that 
we  have  an  equal  regard  for  all  who  have  ren- 
dered to  us  equal  services.  It  has  been  contended 
by  some  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
on  this  subject,  that  we  ought  to  grant  this  land 
to  the  disbanded  officers,  on  account  of  the  sacri- 
fices they  have  made  in  entering  into  our  service. 
Sir,  I  admit  many  of  them  have  made  sacrifices  in 
this  way,  but  have  the  gentlemen  forgotten  that  ihe 
citizens  of  our  country  generally  have  made  sac- 
rifices during  this  war,  and  many  of  them,  per- 
haps, have  made  as  great  sacrifices,  if  not  greater, 
than  those  who  obtained  commissions  in  the  reg- 
ular army  ?  I  should  suppose  our  militia  officers 
had  made  sacrifices  in  defending  our  country, 
and  I  know  the  volunteers  have  sacrificed  much 
for  the  defence  of  our  country  ;  and,  sir,  the  com- 
mon citizens  generally  have  made  sacrifices  in 
defending  our  country  ;  many  of  them  have  sac- 
rificed their  all,  and,  however  little  it  may  have 
been,  it  was  as  dear  to  them  as  if  they  had  much. 
What  has  been  the  situation  of  a  poor  man  with 
a  helpless  family,  entirely  dependent  on  his  labor 
and  attention  for  comfort  and  support?  I  say, 
what  has  been  his  situation,  when  called  to  march 
eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles  from  his  home 
to  defend  his  country?  He  has  no  alternative, 
he  must  go  :  and  if  retained  in  your  service  but 
six  months,  he  loses  his  crop  and  he  is  ruined, 
and  everything  he  has  is  sacrificed  in  defence  of 
our  country  ;  and  are  we  now  to  forget  all  these 
sacrifices,  except  those  alone  which  have  been 
made  by  the  gentlemen  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain  appointments  in  the  regular  ser- 
vice, and  those  alone  we  are  now  called  on  to 
provide  for?  No,  sir;  I  hope  we  will  pursue  a 
different  and  more  impartial  course.  I3ut,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  honorable  gentlemau  from  Mary- 
land has  said  something  about  the  great  respon- 
sibility of  officers,  and  contrasted  their  duties  and 
services  with  that  of  our  soldiers.  Sir,  I  know 
that  every  officer  has  a  share  of  responsibility  at- 
tached to  him  in  proportion  to  his  grade  ,  but  is 
there  no  responsibility  attached  to  the  duties  of  a 
soldier  ?  I  ask  you.  sir  who  watches  and  guards 
the  borders  of  your  country  against  the  sudden  or 
midnight  attack  of  the  enemy — is  it  not  your  sol- 
diers ?  and  do  you  not  require  the  soldier,  when 
sentinel,  to  remain  firm  and  watchful  at  his  post, 
amidst  the   pelting  storms  of  rains  and  snow  7 


And,  sir.  should  he  chance  to  grow  weary  with 
fatigue  and  slumber,  what  do  you  require  of  him? 
Why,  sir,  by  the  law?  of  your  country,  you  re- 
quire his  life  I  And,  yet.  will  gentlemen  say  he 
has  no  responsibility?  I  contend,  the  duty  of  a 
soldier  has  much  responsibility  attached  it;  he 
performs  the  drudgery  of  the  camp,  and  makes 
the  greatest  sacrifice  of  his  feelings  and  his  liber- 
ty, while  he  is  in  your  service  ;  and  the  sufferings 
and  danger  to  which  he  is  exposed  are  not  less 
even  in  the  field  of  battle.  Ask  the  gallant  offi- 
cer who  has  received  the  thanks  of  this  House, 
and  the  applause  of  this  nation  to  whom  he  is  in- 
debted for  his  fame  and  his  military  glory,  and 
he  will  tell  you  it  is  to  the  firmness  and  bravery 
of  his  soldiers  as  well  as  his  officers.  And  to 
whom  is  this  nation  indebted  for  its  defence,  to 
the  North,  the  South,  the  East,  and  the  West? 
It  is  to  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  and  their 
firmness  in  the  different  fields  of  battle.  Sir,  I 
feel  ihe  highest  respect  for  every  individual  who 
has  aided  in  the  defence  of  our  country;  whether 
officer,  soldier,  or  citizen,  I  feel  grateful  for  their 
services;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  make  what  I  b«*- 
lieve  to  be  an  unjust  discrimination,  not  only  be- 
tween one  class  of  officers  and  others  equally 
meritorious,  but  also  between  officers  and  soldiers 
generally.  I  think  tlie  gentlemen  who  have  ad- 
vocated this  measure  have  began  at  the  wrong 
end  of  the  row.  If  I  was  called  on  to  make  the 
decision,  which  I  would  give  donations  of  lands 
to  first,  the  officers  or  soldiers,  I  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  it  first  to  the  soldier.  And  if  the  gen- 
tlemen will  begin  at  the  other  end  of  the  row, 
and  provide  for  the  soldiers  first,  I  will  go  with 
them  as  far  as  any  member  of  this  House,  but  not 
until  then.  Therefore.  I  hope  the  amendment 
made  to  the  bill,  while,  in  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  by  striking  out  the  third  section, 
will  be  agreed  to. 

When  Mr.  C.  had  concluded,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wed.nesday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mcaa« 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  anj,  what 
alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  laws  im- 
posing duties  on  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  enter- 
ing the  poru  of  the  United  States. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  S.mith.  illustra- 
tive of  his  views,  and  the  necessity  of  the  resolu- 
tion, it  was  adopted  without  opposition. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Bassett,  and  modified  at  the  suggestion 
oi  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  so  as  to  include 
the  Governors  of  Territorie.'^,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  so 
amended  as  to  admit  within  the  Hall  the  Governor, 
for  the  time  being,  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  or  of 
any  of  the  Territories  thereof,  who  may  attend  at  the 
Seat  of  the  General  Government  during  the  sessions 
of  Congress,  and  who  may  choose  to  avail  himself  of 
such  privilege. 


■  * 
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On  motiort  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  House  took  up 
(hi  resolution  submitted  by  him  yesterday,  and 
^vr  same  b*»)ng  again  read,  was  agreed  to,  modi- 
§«^  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

''j*Resolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
(»  .r  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  expenses  in- 
•tt-rred  for  the  serrices  of  the  militia  called  forth  by 
J  np  authority  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war  ; 
i&d  also  a  sl,»tement  of  the  accounts  which  have  been 
4tfcibited,  and  claims  which  have  been  made  by  the 
i^t^^ctive  Sljites,  for  services  rendered  by  the  militia 
tft  .i*id  State^  when  called  forth,  with  or  without  such 
;'v<hority,  together  with  the  sums  which  have  been 
^ald,  and  thi)  accounts  and  claims  which  have  been 
JfV^wed  therefor;  and  in  case  the  claim  of  any  State 
Wt.'  States  ha';>  been  rejected  or  allowed,  to  state  the 
tji'unds  of  i>^ch  rejection  or  allowance,  designating 
lit  what  sert^ces,  and  to  what  States  respectively,  such 
eu^ns  have  b<;en  paid  or  accounts  allowed  ;  and  desig- 
sifting  also  S'lch  items  of  claim  as  have  been  rejected 
invcases  where  the  calls  were  made  by  authority  of 
lit!  United   Slates,  and  the  grounds  of  such  rejection. 

'  fOn  motioB  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  <jn  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed 
ic^inquire  into  the  expediency  of  improving  the 
B^f'vigation  gf  the  Saline  creek,  from  its  junction 
W]|th  the  Ohio  to  the  Saline  Lick,  in  the  Illinois 
Territory. 

^n  raotioi!  of  Mr.  Wilde,  the  Committee  on 
ttt"  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
at[y,  and  uliat,  more  convenient  arrangements 
caiki  be  made  relative  to  the  times  and  places  of 
h(|lding  the  Circuit  Courts  uf  the  United  States 
foi  the  districts  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina, 
jpn  motiorj  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
xtA  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  if  any, 
)«]  what,  alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made 
jrjthe  act  tntiiled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
g(f*rernmenl  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri."  ap- 
pj^ived  JuneU,  1S12. 

.^n  motiorj  of  Mr.  Creiqhton,  the  Committee 
Oft  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
(O  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
[e  of  the  f^'servation  of  twelve  miles  square,  at 
\.  foot  of  tne  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie, 
the  re.'/Orvation  of  two  miles  square  at  the 
'er  rapids  of  Sandusky  river,  in  the  Slate  of 

.10.  ' 

•n  motiou  of  Mr.  Nklson,  of  Virginia,  the 
imittee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
iij^uire  into  the  expediency  of  leoding  some  aid 
or4  encouragement  to  the  publication  of  Mr. 
clinch's  rejsorts  of  cases  decided  la  the  Supreme 
Clurt  of  th**  United  States  during  the  last  four 
Orliive  yearv 

f)n  motiou  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  Committee 
otjthe  Jud;»!iary  were  instructed  to  inquire  and 
re.^jft  whether  any  and  what  alterations  and 
antendment:;^ are  necessary  to  be  made  in  theju- 
dtaal  systen;  of  the  United  States. 

^he  ameifdment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 

•for  tht^  relief  of  John  Rodman  Coie."  was 

d  and  cos.curred  in  by  the  House. 

^he  bill  f;om  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Lieu- 

,ui  Color^l  Wilham  Lawrence,  of  the  Army 

oil  the  United   States,  and  of  the  officers,  non- 


i 


comroissiooed  officers  and  privates,  composing 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer  in  the  year  1814. 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  to  extend  certain 
privileges,  as  therein  mentioned,  to  Bernard  Edme 
Verjon,"'  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Jackson,  Pitkin,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

CANADIAN'  REFUGEES. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  certain  Ca- 
nadian volunteers  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Williams  stated  succinctly  why  he  had 
voted  against  an  indiscriminate  bounty  to  our 
own  disbanded  officers,  and  why  he  should  like- 
wise oppose  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Alexander  slated  why  he  should  give  a 
reluctant  vote  against  a  bill  whose  object  be  so 
heartily  approved  ;  but  his  objections  were  insu- 
perable to  the  shape  it  had  now  as^umed. 

Mr.  Gaston  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  im- 
propriety of  opposing  a  measure  because  it  did 
not  exactly  coincide  with  all  our  views;  after 
which  the  question  was  taken  on  passing  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  89, 
nays  54,  as  follows  : 

YrAS — Messrs.  .'Kdgate,  Archer,  Barbour,  Bassett, 
Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Blount,  Brooks,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Burnside,  Cadj,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cilley, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clen- 
dennin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaiton,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Hei^ter,  Her- 
b«rt,  Huger,  HungerforJ,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Jewett, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lyle,  Maclay,  .Mayrant,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  .McLean  of  Ohio,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Powell,  Robertson, 
Root,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Sturges,  Tay- 
lor of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair, 
Townaend,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  WUkin,  Willoughby, 
Thomas  Wilson,  William  WiUon,  Woodward,Wright, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Baer,  Baker,  Baylies, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Goldsborough, 
Hale,  Hall,  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  King  oi 
Massachusetts,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovctt,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Mason,  McKee,  Mills,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyes,  Pickens, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Shef- 
fey,  Stanford,  Stearns,  Strong,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Taul, 
Thomas,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusstts,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Wheaton,  Wdcox,and  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  "  An  act  granting 
bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Cana- 
dian volunteers."  and  that  the  Clerk  carry  the 
said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  ask  their  concurrence 
therein. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Forsyth,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Mauagers 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  on  the  subject  of  the 
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disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill 
to  carry  into  effect  the  Cooveiiiion  of  Commerce 
with  Great  Britain.  [This  report  embraces  the 
whole  ground  taken  by  the  conferees  of  this 
House,  and  those  of  the  Senate.  The  form  given 
to  the  bill  by  this  House  was  substantially  agreed 
to  by  the  conferees,  except  the  declaratory  words 
in  itie  enacting  clau>e.  whicii  were  insisted  on 
by  the  conferees  of  the  Senate,  admitted  by  those 
of  this  House,  and  their  acceptation  recom- 
mended.] 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts  rose,  and  expressed 
a  wish,  that  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
would,  on  the  part  of  that  committee,  favor  the 
House  with  their  views  on  the  subject,  particu- 
larly with  the  reasons  which  induced  them  to 
recommend  the  adyption  of  the  amendmenis  pro- 
posed, which, according  to  his  impressions,  tended 
to  strengthen  the  pretensions  set  up  by  the  other 
House,  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  bill,  and  to 
add  new  strength  to  the  convention  ;  as  the  sus- 
pension of  the  acts  of  Congress  was  lo  be  com- 
mensurate in  point  of  duration  with  that  conven- 
tion, and  to  commence  with  it ;  that  as  to  the 
declaratory  part,  of  which  the  Senate  were  so 
tenacious,  he  deemed  it  of  no  further  importance 
than  as  it  showed  the  disposition  of  the  Senate 
on  this  occasion,  and  as  giving  name  and  body  to 
the  power  contended  for.  Did  this  question  con- 
cern this  House  alone  ;  were  it  merely  a  question 
of  power  or  jurisdiction  between  the  two  Houses, 
though  important  in  that  view,  he  should  not 
consider  it  in  that  serious  point  of  light,  of  that 
high  importance,  which  he  now  did.  When  the 
House  is  called  upon  to  surrender  a  part  of  that 
power  and  those  privileges  confided  them  by  the 
people,  and  guarantied  by  the  Constitution,  what, 
said  he,  is  the  claim  of  the  Senate  in  this  case? 
He  would  forbear  lo  dwell  upon  the  manner  in 
which  this  bill,  from  the  Senate,  was  forced  upon 
the  attention  of  this  House.  It  was  reported  in 
Senate  about  a  week  after  that  which  originated 
m  this  House;  they  well  knew  that  there  was  a 
bill  on  the  same  subject  pending  in  the  House. 
The  printed  bill  from  the  House,  as  usual,  was 
upon  their  fables;  the  debate  in  the  House  Lad 
commenced  ;  honorable  gentlemen  from  the  other 
branch  had  attended.  Notwithstanding  ail  this, 
and  that  it  was  a  subject  which  particularly  con- 
cerned their  own  powers,  they  thrust  their  bill  in 
upon  the  House,  while  a  gentleman  was  actually 
upon  the  floor  debating  the  bill  of  the  House  upon 
the  same  subject.  [The  honorable  Speaker  here 
intimated  to  Mr.  K.  that  he  feared  his  language 
did  not  fully  comport  with  that  decorum  which 
ought  to  be  observed  in  speaking  of  the  acts  of 
the  other  branch.]  Mr.  K.  inquired  if  he  alluded 
to  the  word  thrust?  The  honorable  Speaker 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  K.  said,  he 
certainly  should  not  have  used  that  word  if  he 
could  have  found  another  which  suited  the  occa- 
sion belter.  Such,  he  said,  was  the  impression 
made  on  him  at  the  time  ;  and  if  he  could  be  per- 
suaded that  no  improper  interference  was  intended 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  he  would  certainly 
take  it  back.  But,  said  Mr.  K..  what  is  the  claim 


of  the  Senate  upon  this  occasion  ? — to  bind  the 
United  States  in  all  cases  upon  which  the  treaty- 
making  power  may  be  exercised,  contending  that 
thereis  no  limitation  in  the  Constitution  upon  that 
power.  In  other  words  they  claim  the  high,  the 
dangerou>  power,  to  bind  this  country  in  all  cases 
whatever;  and  this,  in  his  opinion,  they  asserted 
by  the  present  declaratory  law.  Such  dangerous 
pretensions  were  resisted  by  our  ancestors,  and, 
as  one  of  their  descendants,  he  was  disposed,  in 
a  Constitutional  manner,  to  follow  their  example ; 
and  that  it  made  no  difference  to  him  whether 
such  pretensions  were  asserted  by  Kings,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  or  by  a  President  and  his  Senate. 

Mr.  Forsyth  recapitulated  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  committee  to  recommend  the  propo- 
sition to  the  House.  He  had  viewed  the  declar- 
atory words  as  mere  surplusage,  and  not  at  all 
changing  the  character  or  impairing  the  force  of 
the  act. 

Mr.  Calhodn  moved  tiiat  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table.  His  impression  was,  that  the  report 
was  entirely  negative,  and  recommended  nothing 
decisive  on  the  subject.  At  any  rate,  the  House 
was  just  put  in  possession  of  the  printed  report, 
and  being  of  a  dubious  character,  some  further 
time  was  necessary  to  a  due  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Yancey  supported  ihe  motion.  He  thought 
the  report  did  yield  the  ground  taken  by  this 
House;  and.  in  his  opinion,  the  House  ought  to 
slick  or  go  through.  He  hoped,  therefore,  more 
time  for  reflection  would  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Tucker  was  willing  the  report  should  lie, 
for  the  present,  on  the  table.  He  was  confident, 
however,  the  House  would  find  that  nothing  had 
been  yielded  by  the  committee;  but.  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  substantial  rights  of  this  House 
had  been  maintained. 

The  report  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

PROVISION  FOR  MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  making  further  provision  for  military  ser- 
vices during  the  late  war.  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  striking  out  the  fol- 
lowing section  of  the  bill : 

Sic  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  donations 
of  land  be  granted  to  all  the  officers  of  the  regular 
army  who  have  been  disbanded  as  supernumeraries, 
either  in  consolidating  regimenu  or  corps  during  the 
late  war,  or  in  reducing  the  army  conformably  to  the 
act  of  March  the  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  as  follows,  to  wit;  to  each  Major  General 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  to  each 
Brigadier  General,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres ;  to  each  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel, nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  to  each  Major, 
eight  hundred  acres  ;  to  each  Captain,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  ;  to  each  subaltern,  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres ;  and  to  officers  of  the  medical  and  other  stafli 
who  have  no  rank,  in  proportion  to  their  pay  according 
to  the  scale  aforesaid. 

And  the  said  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative— Yeas  77,  nays  59.  as  follows: 
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^YsAi — MHm.   Adur^te,   Archer,   Alherton,    Baer.  I      Mr.  RoBERTtOW  from  the  Committee  on  the 

t^ylie«,  Bett4.  Bom,  Br»dbury,  Breckenridje,  Brown,    Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 

„  I,   /.- 1  .    r.  /-.L  /^-.ii--   .-.1  Amos  Spafford  ;  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  R. 

reported  a  bill  granting  to  Amos  Spafford  the 
right  of  pre-emption  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


.rwell.  Cad/,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clayton, 
•<n«lock.  C'^oper,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
[ward*,  Gj-ton,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Hahn,  Hale, 
|il,  Hammnnil,  Hewter,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Jewett, 
It,  King  (j'i  Massachusetts,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis, 
^J»ett,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mason,  McKee,  McLean  of 


Mr.  HuLBERT,  from  the  committee  appointed 


il,ntucky,    MiiU,   .Milnor,   .Nelson   of  Massachusetts,  °"   *^*    petition    of  Ann    Gerry,  by  leave  of  the 

.;^yes,  Picketing,  Pitkin,  Powell,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  House,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  payment  to  the 

Kjjglea,   Savage,    Sheffey,   Smith   of  Pennsylvania,  widow   ot    Elbridge   Gerry.   decea>ed,   late  Vice 

tjai>ith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Stearns,  Strong,  President  of  the  United    State?,  of  half  of  such 


Hj»''?P»-  Tag^art,  Tallmadge,   Tate,    Taylor  of  New 
'^T^.'k,  Thomj*,  Townsend,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
wrlts.  Ward  .if  New  York,   Webster.  Wheaton.  Wil- 
(•<&.  and  Wilhams. 
■  fS' ATS — M^iisrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett, 


salary  as  would  have  been  payable  to  him  during 
the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
had  he  so  long  lived  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Commit- 


O^y.   i»»cije<i.i,  Of  wDio,   iuoore,  .>ei«on  oi    v  irg 
Ci«nsby,  Pa;ris,  Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Robertson, 

n,  »chen'..k,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Taylor  of .  court  of  vice-admiralty  ; 

ith  CaroKna,  Telfair,  Tucker,   Wallace,  Ward  of'  and  committed  to  a  Com 
Jcrsejj  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilkin, 


prosecutions   under  the  authority  of  the  British 

which  was  read  twice, 
mmittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .Moore,  the  Committee  on 
illoughby^  Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  ihe  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
jodward,  {ind  \  anrey.  i  propriety  of  providing  by  Uw  to  compel  witnesses 

So  tlie  ^ouse  concurred  with  the  Committee    to  attend,  from  one  State  to  another  State,  to  pros- 
the  Wh^le  in  striking  out  the  thin'   section,    ecute  or  give  evidence  in  cases  of  felony  or  other 


Id  succesrively  adopted  the  remainder  of  the 
^  Mf  ndraenn-  reported  by  the  Committee. 
•^jfVarious  inotions  were  subsequently  made  to 
-Hiend  the  bill,  the  most  important  of  which  was, 
CI  .Mr.  W(«.DE,  to  add  a  section,  authorizing  a 
!«uniy  in  Land,  according  to  rank,  to  such  dis- 
tended otfiners  as  had  served  one  year,  and  who 
t^d  been  vfounded.  brevetted.  or  distinguished  by 
«y  appro\iing  vote  of  Congress,  dec. 

Trie  worJs  "  one  year,"  were  afterwards  strucii 

)t.  and    rvotions  successively  made   to  fill  the 

lank  willj  ten,  five,  four,  three,  and  two  years, 

id   eightc'-'n   and   six   months,  but  all   in  vain. 

Ir.  W.  then  withdrew  his  amendment,  with  the 


'  high  crimes. 

Mr.  EAtjTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

I       Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  grant  donations  of 

land  to  the   disbanded  officers  of  the  late  army  of  the 

United  States  who  have  been  wounded  in  battle,  and 

I  to  the  officers,  non-commisioned   officers,  musicians, 

I  and  privates  of  the  militia,  including  volunteers   and 

rangers,  who  have  been  wounded  in  battle  during  the 

I  late    war,    as    follows,    to  wit :  to  each  officer  above 

,  the  rank  of  colonel, acres;  to  each  officer  above 

'  the  rank  of  captain  and  below  the  rank  of  brigadier 
I  general, acres ;  to  the  other  commissioned  offi- 
cers,   acres  each;  and  to  every  non-commissioned 


lew.  as  h(j  said,  of  bringing  the  subject  before  \  officer,  musician,  and  private    160  acres;  and   to  the 

le  House  Jn  a  ibrm  unconnected  with  the  pres-  \  officers  of  the  medical  staiTwho  have  no  rank,  in  pro- 

*  "^  "  "^  portion  to  their  pay,  according  to  the  above  scale,  and 

that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 


It  bill. 

The  Hoise  had  not  got  through  the  bill,  when,  \ 
A>out  fuurv'clock,  a  motion  was  made  and  car-  ! 
Aed  to  adjourn.  | 

-  f  I 

;  Thcriiday,  February  22. 

Mr.  iNCtifAM.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 

_,ffice  and 'Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  in  addition 

an  act  lo  regulate  the  Post  Office  Establish- 


On  the  question  to  consider  this  resolution,  it 
was  determined  lu  the  negative. 

Mr.  HoPKiMso.N  after  sugge.sting  that  he  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  inauspicious  circum- 
stances that  appeared  in  the  general  aspect  of 
public  affairs,  the  voting  of  immense  sums  of 
money  when  a  great  portion  of  the  members,  fre- 
ent;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to    quently  not  fewer  than  sixty,  were  absent— sub- 


jCommitfee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  NEi^-iON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
tary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  convenient  ar 


luitted  the  folfowing  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 


'  J    r.i     .  II  r  I    1.  y  Resolved,    1  hat  the  following  rule  be  added  to  the 

ingemen^  of  the  times  and  paces  of  holdinc  the  '  .t-„^, „„„,!„„  ..f  .v.    u  .•..?*•  i. 

"  ;         ..   ,      ,T    ■      ,  X  ,.        "'"»"fe,  »"«^    standing  rules  of  the  House,  to  wit;    "  If  any  member 


ircuit  coir'rts  of  the  United  States  for  the  districts 
Souiii  (Carolina  and  Georgia  ;  which  was  read 
Mce,  antf   committed    to  a  Committee  of  the 
^hole. 


shall  be  absent  at  the  taking  of  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
any  question,  he  shall  be  considered  as  absent  from 
the  service  of  the  House  for  that  day,  unless  he  have 
leave  or  be  sick,  and  therefore  unable  to  attend." 
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UNSETTLED  BALANCES. 

Mr.  Hdger  said  he  had  been  so  long  out  of 
Congress,  and  so  lately  become  a  member  again. 
as  yet  not  to  have  obtained  that  Parliamentary 
tact  or  feeling,  which  would  enable  him  to  judge 
whether  the  vote  given  a  day  or  two  ago.  against 
taking  up  the  resolution  he  had  offered,  on  the 
subject  of  unsettled  balances,  bad  originated  in  a 
wish  to  yield  a  precedence  to  other  business,  or 
to  give  the  go-by  altogether  to  his  resolution.  He 
flattered  himself,  however,  he  would  not  allow 
himself  to  doubt,  but  that  his  motion  to  take  up 
the  resolution  had  been  rejected  for  the  last  rea- 
son. Every  gentleman  who  had  turned  his  at- 
tention to  these  unsettled  balances,  and  had  only 
glanced  his  eye  over  the  voluminous  volumes  in 
which  they  were  contained,  and  which,  year  after 
year,  and  session  after  session,  uselessly  encum- 
bered their  tables,  must  feel  a  conviction,  not 
only  that  there  was  great  room,  but  in  truth  an 
urgent  and  imperious  necessity,  f/r  inquiry  and 
inve.Ntigation  in  regard  to  them.  This  point  ad- 
mitted, it  must  also  be  admitted,  that  the  present 
time  was  peculiarly  favorable  to  such  investiga- 
tion. He  had  never  witnessed,  perhaps  there 
never  was  a  session  since  the  existence  of  the 
Federal  Government  in  which  such  general  and 
reciprocal  harmony,  and  such  almost  universal 
good  humor  prevailed  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  Party  spirit,  and  parly  animosities, 
seemed  to  have  disappeared — to  have  been  ban- 
ished from  within  these  walls.  What  moment 
could  be  more  auspicious,  or  better  calculated  for 
the  consideration  of  subjects  of  this  kind  ?  He 
did  not  know  how  members  could  better  dispose 
of  their  time,  orjii  what  they  could  more  essen- 
tially serve  their  constituents  and  the  public 
than  by  this  investigation,  and  others  of  a  simi- 
lar nature. 

The  act  requiring  the  annual  publication  of 
balances  unsettled  in  the  different  departments, 
for  three  years  previous,  together  with  the  names 
of  those  charged  with  such  unsettled  balances, 
had  been  passed  by  a  Congress  of  which  he  was 
not  a  member.  He  could  not.  therefore,  pretend 
to  say  what  had  been  the  particular  objects  in 
Tiew  when  this  measure  was  adopted.  No  doubt, 
however,  that  it  was  supposed  likely  to  contribute 
in  some  way  towards  the  settlement  of  outstand- 
ing accounts  of  the  different  departments.  Per- 
haps it  was  thought  that  persons  who  might  be. 
or  had  been,  in  the  public  service,  and  in  the 
habit  of  handling  public  money,  would  feel  some 
little  delicacy,  and  be  possibly  deterred  Irom  al- 
lowing their  accounts  to  remain  so  long  unset- 
tled, by  the  certainty  of  having  their  names  thus 
brought  bi;fore  Congress,  and  thereby  held  up  to 
the  world.  If  such  was  the  expectation,  he  was 
sorry  to  say  it  had.  in  a  great  measure,  if  not 
altogether,  failed  ;  for  the  most  respectable  names 
were  to  be  found  in  the  same  columns  with  those 
who  were  probably  real  defaulters,  and  who 
thereby  e.scaped,  in  a  great  degree,  the  opprobrium 
so  richly  their  due.  This  was  one  among  the 
many  motives  which  induced  him  to  wish  an 
investigation  of  the  subject.     Another,  was  the 


amount  of  these  balances.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  hundreds  or  thou>ands.  or  tens 
of  thousands.  He  could  put  his  finger  on  unset- 
tled balances  of  hundreds  of  thousands — in  some 
instances  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

He  begged  leave,  therefore,  again  to  call  up 
his  resolution.  And  here  he  would  resume  his 
seat,  but  some  gentleman  near  him  suggested  a 
call  of  the  yeas  and  nays.  For  himself,  he  had 
no  wish  or  intention  to  demand  them.  On  the 
contrary,  be  did  not  want  the  yeas  and  nays 
called.  His  object  was  not  to  excite  party  feel- 
ing, nor  to  animadvert  upon  any  Administra- 
tion, nor  upon  any  description  of  men.  His  real 
and  bona  fide  object  was  to  have  the  business 
fairly  and  fully  investigated;  to  learn  how  it 
happened  that  such  enormous  balances  remained 
so  long  unliquidated  and  unsettled,  and  to  see 
whether  measures  could  not  be  devised  to  remedy, 
or  at  least  check  the  growth  of  what  appeared 
to  him,  and  he  believed  to  every  gentleman  who 
heard  him.  a  serious  evil.  The  time,  as  before 
observed,  was  peculiarly  favorable  to  such  an  in- 
vestigation ;  so  much  so.  that  if  the  House  thought 
with  him.  he  would  be  disposed  to  have  select 
committees  appointed  to  examine  into  the  expen- 
diture, accounts,  and  mode  of  settlement  in  each 
and  every  department.  He  verily  believed  that 
Congress  could  not  adopt  a  measure  which  would 
be  more  grateful  to  their  constituents,  and  to  the 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate  himself,  nor  one 
more  likely  to  have  a  teneficial  operation,  as 
well  in  correcting  any  possible  abuses  heretofore, 
as  in  promoting  a  correct  administration  of  the 
public  revenue  in  time  to  come. 

Mr.  H.  observed,  it  had  become  the  fashion  of 
the  day  to  quote  Latin.  He  would  ask  leave  to 
contribute  his  mite  to  the  common  stock,  and 
offer  a  Latin  sentence  to  their  consideration.  He 
said  It  was  an  old  and  trite  maxim,  familiar  to 
everybody,  and  which  he  recollected  to  have 
heard  often  quoted,  when  a  boy.  by  an  old-fash- 
ioned master  of  arithmetic,  under  whom  he  had 
studied.  It  nevertheless  appeared  to  him  by  no 
means  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  even  that 
honorable  body,  nor  altogether  inapplicable  to 
the  matter  under  discussion.  It  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

"  yullun  tantut  quir-stui,  quam  quod  habea  parcerey 

[At  the  last  word  Mr.  H.  hesitated  somewhat, 
not  being  able  to  recall  it  immediately  to  mind; 
which  excited  considerable  laughter.  On  recol- 
lection, however,  he  proceeded.] 

Parcere.  to  economise,  is  the  word,  and  a  very 
significant  and  important  word  it  was.  At  the 
moment,  it  had  escaped  his  recollection  ;  but  this 
was  not  surprising,  for  it  was  a  word  not  unfre- 
quently  forgotten  by  other  honorable  members  in 
the  House.  No  wondel.  therefore,  that  the  air 
of  that  hall,  and  an  esprit  de  cor})S,  had  unex- 
pectedly, and  somewhat  untowardly  to  be  sure, 
affected  his  memory.  He  joined,  however,  with 
pleasure  in  the  laugh,  though  at  his  own  imme- 
diate expense.  He  did  so  the  more  willingly  and 
readily  es  he  augured  favorably  to  the  success  of 
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^resolutioii  from   the  good  humor  the  HoubC 

in.  ■ 

Jut  as  he  iappeared  to  have  failed   in  making 
l^e-  Laim    ciuotaiion.    he   would,  before   he    sat 
di  ./n,  endeavor  to  present  it  in  an  English  dress ; 
1  translation  would  be  a  free  one,  but  he  trusted 
Stiould  b»  able  to  make  himself  perfectly  in- 
hgible  to  'lonorable  gentlemen, 
jn  vain  d.'  you  continue  a  high  duty  on  sail — 
ji'jrease  thai  upon  whiskey.     In  vain  is  your  tax 
'\.n  sugar--and  your  stamp-tax.     In  vain  you 
a  direct -tax  ot"  three  millions  oo   the  lands 
loughoui  .the  Union;  equally  in  vain  do  you 
J^ble  your  duties  on  foreign  importations,  and 
J,  l>po»e   a  rjew    and  exorbitant  tariff.     All — all 
ilin  vain,  pjrfecily  in  vain;  unless,  after  the  re- 
irces  of  i^e  nation  are  thus  drawn  into  your 
J'ers,  you  Jake  special  care  that  the  treasure  is 
wasted,,  and    provide   proper    and  sufi5cieQt 
'cks  agaitist   ihe  undue  expenditure  and  dis- 
►rvement  cf  a. 

^Ir.  TucktR  made  some  observations,  not  dis- 
i^tly  hearj,  but  which  ended  with  a  resolution 
ti/appoint  ^  standing  committee  to  superintend 
iM  expenditures  of  every  particular  department 
liovernmCnt. 

Mr.  PicKi.Hi.NG  moved  that  the  resolution  should 
[laid  on  lue  table,     it  was  accordingly  ordered. 

Di:ATH  t)F  .MR.  BRIGHAM. 

*Ir.   PicKjRi.NG  then  announced    the   death  of 
coUeagup  Mr.  Brigham,  and   moved   that  a 
imiltee  st.ould  be  appointed  to  superintend  his 
5eral.     A  committee  of  seven  was  accordingly 
[>ointed  fur  the  purpose. 
^Mr.   PicKcRi.NG   then   moved    that  the  House 
si,.'uld,  as  a  testimony  of  their  respect  lor  the  de- 
\sed,  wear  a  black  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  a 
,nth.  wbi'Mi  was  ordered.     He  then  moved  that 
merabei  ■«  of  the  House  should  attend  the  fune- 
at  tweiiVc'  o'clock  to-morrow  ;  and  that  a  mes- 
;e  should  be  sent  to  the  Senate  with  informa- 
iii  to  that  effect ;  which  was  all  ordered. 
^rtie  House  then  adjourned  to  Saturday. 


Saturday,  February  24. 

iVir.  Yancey    reported  a  bill  for  the   relief  of 
lU'hraim   Shayler,  which   was  read   twice,  and 
ei*inraitted  10  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
jMr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Ifairs,  rep  rted  a  bill  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
.Navy  of  the  United  States,  which  was  read 
fice    and   committed  to  a   Committee   of   the 
fhole. 
)n  muiivn  of  Mr.  Tccker,  the  Committee  on 
[^  Judiciajy  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
ipediency  of  so  amending  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
Siates,  as  to  allow  an  appeal  from  the  deci- 
»n  of  the  >everal  Terrilornl  court.s. 

WILLIAM  P.  LAWRENCE. 

Nlr.  Ya.M'EY,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
2^de  a   reiK>rt   on   the  petition   of  William  P. 
wrence.  which  was   read,  and  the    resolution 
uerein  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 


S 


3 


The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  surgeon  in  the  detach- 
ment  of  militia  from  Tennessee,  called  to  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  in  December,  1814;  that,  upon  th« 
return  of  the  mUitia  to  Tennessee,  in  the  month  of 
March,  1815,  the  petitioner  was  ordered  to  be  stationed 
at  Bogue  Chitto,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  with  a 
number  of  men  taken  sick,  on  their  return.  The  pe- 
titioner states  that  the  disease  of  the  soldiery  became 
contagious,  and,  from  the  scarcity  of  servants  to  attend 
the  sick,  his  own  servant  and  slave  was  obliged  to  be 
employed  as  such  ;  and  that,  while  thus  engaged  in 
waiting  on  the  sick,  he  took  the  disease  and  died.  He 
asks  of  Congress  to  be  paid  his  value. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  he  is  not  entitled  tc 
relief.  If  an  officer  of  the  Government  thinks  proper 
to  take  into  his  own  service  his  slave  in  the  capacity 
of  servant,  and  receives  the  pay  allowed  for  servants, 
instead  of  employing  a  freeman  for  that  purpose,  the 
United  States  should  not  be  considered  liable  for  his 
value  in  case  of  death  or  other  loss  to  the  owner. 

It  was  the  obvious  and  correct  policy  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  and  it  is  evidently  its  intention,  not  to  make 
the  Government  liable  for  the  value  of  the  servant,  but 
to  provide  a  sufficient  compensation  for  his  services. 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  ; 

Jiesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  allowed. 

ELIZABETH  HAMILTON. 

Mr.  C0.MSTOCK,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  which 
was  read;  when  Mr.  C  reported  i\  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  10  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  it  is  stated  by  the  petitioner  that  her  late  hus- 
band, Alexander  Hamilton,  was,  as  she  is  advised, 
justly  entitled  to  five  years'  full  pay  (as  commutation 
of  half-pay  during  life)  of  a  lieutenant  colonel,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  in  the  regular  Army  of  the 
United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

That  her  husband  never  received  the  said  pay  to 
which  he  was  so  entitled ;  that  if  he  ever  relinquished 
his  claim  to  said  pay,  of  which  an  apprehension  is  ex- 
pressed by  the  petitioner,  it  was  trom  the  delicate 
motive  of  divesting  himself  of  all  interest  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  making  provision  for  the  disbanded  officers  of 
the  Revolutionary  army  who  served  during  the  war,  m 
which  important  business  he  was  called  on  to  act,  as  a 
member  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1782  ;  and  that  the 
present  situation  of  the  family  of  her  lamented  husband 
renders  it  desirable  that  they  should  receive  that  remu- 
neration  to  which  he  was  justly  entitled  from  his  coun- 
try. This  remuneration,  therefore,  the  petitioner  re- 
spectfully solicits. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  public  record 
or  document  showing  the  time  at  which  Colonel  Ham- 
ilton resigned  his  commission  in  the  Army.  From  the 
uniform  tenor  of  various  letters  of  distinguished  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  addressed  to  the  Honorable 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  in  the  year  1810,  as  well  as  from  a  brevet  com- 
mission dated  the  28th  of  October,  1782,  by  which 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander  Hamilton  was  promo- 
ted to  the  rank  of  Colonel  by  brevet  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  the  committee  entertain  the  opinion 
that  Colonel  Hamilton  served  during  the  war,  and  that 
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he  never  received  either  half-pay  during  life,  or  full  pay  1 
for  five  years  in  lieu  thereof  as  commutation,  to  which 
he  was  entitled  by  law. 

Of  any  relinquishment  of  Colonel  Hamilton  to  the 
claim  now  asked  to  be  satisfied,  the  committee  possess 
no  knowledge,  except  that  derived  from  the  apprehen- 
sion expressed  in  the  petition  to  which  they  have  al- 
ready adverted,  and  from  a  written  document  signed 
A.  H.,  importing  to  be  a  statement  of  the  temporal 
concerns  of  Colonel  Hamilton  in  which  allusion  is  made 
to  a  note  by  him  signed,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  relinquishing  the  claim  in  question.  The  com- 
mittee would  further  remark  that,  should  a  probability 
exist  that  Colonel  Hamilton  may  have  relinquished  his 
said  claim,  and  notwithstanding  it  is  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitation,  nevertheless,  as  the  services  have 
been  rendered  to  the  country,  by  which  its  happiness 
and  prosperity  have  been  promoted,  they  are  of  opin-  1 
ion  that,  to  reject  the  claim  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances by  which  it  is  characterized,  would  not  com- 
port with  that  honorable  sense  of  justice  and  magnan-  ' 
imous  pohcy  which  ought  ever  to  distinguish  the  le- 
gislative proceedings  of  a  virtuous  and  enlightened 
nation. 

They  have  therefore  prepared  a  bill  granting  the  re-  I 
lief  sohcited  in  the  premises.  i 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN.  I 

The  House  again  took  up  the  report  of  the  con-  ' 
ferees  00  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  j 
bill  from  the  Senate  '"  concerning  the  convention 
to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  Stales  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,"  ' 
and   the  modifications  proposed  by  the  said  con-  | 
ferees  being  stated  in  the  words  following  to  wit :  1 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their  ' 
amendmeivt  to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  declared,"  I 
contained  in  the  enacting  clause,  and  their  other  ' 
amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  I 
the  following  amendments  :  | 

Line   2,   of  the    engrossed  bill,  after    word  "  act," 
strike  out  the  words  **  or  acts  as  is,"  and  insert  these  ; 
words  "as  imposes  a  higher  duty  of  tonnage  or  of 
impost  on  vessels,  and  articles  imported  in  vessels  of 
the  United  States." 

Line  4,  strike  out  the  word  "  shall,"  and,  after  the 
word  "  be,"  insert  the  words  "  from  and  after  the  date 
of  the  ratification  of  the  said  convention,  and  during 
the  continuance  thereof." 

The  question  was  taken.  Will  the  House  re- 
cede from  their  amendments,  and  a<jree  to  the 
modihcation  recommended  by  the  conferees  ?  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  100,  nays  35,  as 
ibllows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Atherton,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdsall, 
Birdseye,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brown,  Burnside,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dar- 
lington, Davenport,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Gritfin,  Hahn,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Herbert, 
Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jackson, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle,  Maclay,  .Mayrant,  .McCoy,  McKec,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  .Middletou,  Milnor,  Mose- 
ley.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parris,  Pickens,  Pit- 
14lliCoN.  1st  Sess. — 34 


kin,  Pleasante,  Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Ser- 
geant,Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Talimadge,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Town- 
send,  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Wendovcr,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wilhams,  Wil- 
loughby,  Thomas   Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Baer,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Clark  of  Kentucky,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Desha,  Edwards, 
Forney,  Gaston,  Hammond,  Hanson,  Heister,  Huger, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Lyon,  Mills,  Moore,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetu,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Randolph, 
Robertson,  Root,  Sheffey,  Thomas,  Ward  of  New  York, 
W'hiteside,  Wilkin,  Wilham  Wdson,  Woodward, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  further  provision  for  military  ser- 
vices during  the  late  war  and  for  other  purposes, 
which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  sitting. 

Several  amendments  were  successively  offered 
to  the  bill,  most  of  them  verbal,  and  involving  no 
principle — some  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  rejected.  Among  the  former  was  an 
amendment  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 
to  include  the  cases  of  those  persons  who  shall 
have  died  after  their  return  home,  of  wounds,  &-c. 
received  in  service.  Among  the  rejected  amend- 
ments was  one  offered  by  Mr.  Birdseye,  to  grant 
the  allowance  provided  in  the  bill,  to  the  father 
or  mother,  where  there  be  no  widow  or  child  left 
by  the  decedent. 

After  several  unsuccessful  motions  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table  and  have  it  printed  as  amended, 
and  to  adjourn — 

The  bill  was  hnally  ordered,  with  the  amend- 
ments, to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Monday.  February  26. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition 
of  John  .M.  Forbes,  late  Consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Hamburg,  praying  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  may  be  authorized  to  admit  and  pay  such 
part  of  his  claim  for  loss  of  exchange,  interest, 
and  other  incidental  charges,  as  may  be  found 
equitably  due  to  him.  on  account  of  his  expendi- 
tures for  the  relief  and  protection  of  destitute  and 
distressed  American  seamen  in  European  ports. — 
Referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  Irving,  of  New  York, 
and  Pitkin. 

Mr.  Barboor  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Mallory,  praying  compensation  for  the  time  he 
was  sick,  while  on  a  tour  of  militia  duty,  and  for 
remuneration  of  his  expenses  while  sick  and  re- 
turning to  his  place  of  residence. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  TccKER  presented  a  petition  of  the  Mayor, 
Alderman,  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  that  the  said  city  may  be 
established  a-  a  port  of  entry. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
passed   on  the  30th  of  March,  1802,  to  regulate 


[V,> 


)59 


opR. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1060 


Natianal  Bank. 


February,  1816. 


^^de  and  intercourse  wiih  the  Indian  tribe?,  and 
preserve  3>eace  on  the  frontiers;  which  was 
d  twice  afcd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
hole.  , 
''*»An  engt(isscd  bill  entitled  "An  act  making 
^rther  provision  for  military  services  during  the 
iy^e  war,  and   for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 

frd  time  a  (id  passed. 
BOUM'V  FOR  MILITARY  SERVICES. 
\.Mr.  Yanqey  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
A>ide  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Abigail  O'Flyng, 
ISiich  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
JTe  relief  of- Patrick  O'Flyng,  Abigail  O'Flyng, 
ipd  EdraunJ  O'Flyng;  which   was   read  twice 
Aid  commii'.ed   to  a  Committee  of  the   whole 
Bouse  io-mc>frow. 
v^The  repor'  is  as  follows  : 

^That  Abigail  O'Flyng  is  the  wife  of  Patrick  O'Flyng, 
^Ji  the  town  ^f  Batavia,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
l«^J^ing  the  la:c  v%ar  Patrick  O'Flyng,  and  three  of  his 
4*18,  Patrick,  Temple  E.,  and  Edmund  O'Flyng,  en- 
mred  as  soliiiers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
"Ific  father  c.jntinued  in  the  service  until  the  28th  of 
ne,  ISl.'J,  Mid  was  then  honorably  discharged  ;  Ed- 
nd  O'Flyrjg,  the  youngost  son,  on  account  of  dis- 
guished  gvod  conduct  and  bravery,  was  discharged 
m  the  seriice,  and  obtained  a  cadet's  appointment 
the  Mili'iry  Academy  at  West  Point ;  Patrick 
i#FIyng,  on  account  of  his  brave  and  meritorious  con- 
Mct,  was  pivnioted  to  the  appointment  of  a  lieuten- 
'  cy,  and  T-^mple  E.  O'Flyng  to  that  of  ensign.  Pat- 
k  led  the  flrlorn  of  the  first  brigade,  under  the  cora- 
nJ  of  General  .Miller,  in  the  sortie  at  Fort  Erie  ;  and 
the  twent'4-f<iur  men  whom  he  commanded,  twenty 
killed  o:  wounded.  Since  the  termination  of  the 
ithout  wife  or  child.  Temple  E. 
memorable  occasion,  equally  distin- 
e  received  a  wound,  of  which  he 
d  the  ne»t  day,  leaving  no  wife  or  child. 
The  peti^oncr  slates  that  her  husband,  being  old 
d  infirm,  .s  unable  to  attend  to  his  business,  and  that 
e  has  maJc  application  to  the  War  Department  for 
c  bounty  I,.»nd  of  her  husband  and  sons,  and  has  re- 
ived for  answer  that  her  husband,  Patrick  O'Flyng, 
ing  above  fjrty-five,  and  her  youngest  son,  Edmund, 
ing  undei*  eighteen,  at  the  time  of  their  enlistment, 
c  act  of  Ct  ngress  does  not  authorize  the  department 
issue  wa,rants  for  the   land  ;  and  that,  in   conse- 


The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  persona  in* 
terested  are  entitled  to  relief,  and  therefore  report  by 
bUl. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  a  Lieutenant  in 
the   Navy  ;  which    was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 

Joried  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby 
ones;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  in 
the  Chair,  on  that  subject,  the  bill  having  been 
read,  establishing  a  National  Bank,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars — 

Mr.  Calhocn  rose  to  explain  his  views  of  a 
subject  so  interesting  to  the  Republic,  and  so 
necessary  to  be  correctly  understood,  as  that  of 
the  bill  now  before  the  Committee.  He  proposed 
at  this  time  only  to  discuss  general  principles, 
without  reference  to  details.  He  was  aware,  he 
said,  that  principle  and  detail  might  be  united, 
but  he  should  at  present  keep  them  distinct.  He 
did  not  propose  to  comprehend  in  this  discussion 
the  power  of  Congress  to  grant  bank  charters, 
nor  the  question  whether  the  general  tendency  of 
banks  was  favorable  or  unfavorable  to  the  liberty 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  ;  nor  the  question 
whether  a  National  Bank  would  be  favorable  to 
the  operations  of  the  Government.  To  discuss 
these  questions,  he  conceived,  would  be  an  use- 
less consumption  of  time.  The  Constitutional 
question  had  been  already  so  freely  and  frequent- 
ly discussed,  that  all  had  made  up  their  mind  on 
it.  The  question  whether  banks  were  favorable 
to  public  liberty  and  prosperity,  was  one  purely 
speculative.  The  fact  of  the  existence  of  banks, 
and  their  incorporation  with  the  commercial  con- 
cerns and  industry  of  the  nation,  proved  that  in- 
quiry to  come  too  late.  The  only  question  was, 
on  this  hand,  under  what  modifications  were 
banks  most  useful,  and  whether  the  United  Stales 
ought  or  ought  not  lo  exercise  the  power  to  estab- 
lish a  bank.  As  to  the  question  whether  a  Na- 
tional Bank  would  be  favorable  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  finance.s  of  the  Government,  it  was 
enceof  til"  promotion  of  her  other  two  sons,  Patrick  i  one  on  whicli  there  was  so  little  doubt,  that  gen- 
;d  Tempi*-,  to  appointmenu  in  the  Army,  they  are  |  tlemen  would  excuse  him  if  he  did  not  enter  into 


^xine  iwenx^^iour  m 
yfc-rc  killed  o:  wouni 
'JLi  he  has  vticd,  wi 
«Flyng,  on  that  m 
f^ishetl  hiir-clf;  he 


v)t  entitled  lo  their  houoty  lands 

:^The  comnjittec  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  construc- 

Jfcon  of  ihe  a>t  of  Congress,  given  to  it  by  the  depart- 

!ient,  is  coriVct ;  but  they,  at  the  same  sime,  entertain 
,0  doubt  of  jhe  equitable  and  just  claim  of  the  peti- 
^oner  and  h^r  husband.  Notwithstanding  the  father 
fas  above  fcity-livc,  and  thcypungest  son  under  eight- 
In,  they  p.irformed  services,  as  soldiers,  important 
\\d  valuablorto  their  country,  and  highly  honorable  to 
hemselvcs  a, id  their  family. 
^he  committee  are  aUo  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of 


It.  Leaving  all  these  questions  then,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  proposed  to  examine  the  cause  and  state  of 
the  disorders  of  the  national  currency,  and  the 
question  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, by  establishing  a  National  Bank,  to  remove 
those  disorders.  This,  he  observed,  was  a  ques- 
tion of  novelty  and  vital  importance — a  question 
which  greatly  affected  the  character  and  prosper- 
ity of  the  country. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  currency  of  the  nation. 


petitiom-i  and  her  husband,  for  the  bounty  land  of    ^^^-  ^-  proceeded  to  remark  that  it  was  extremely 


eutenant  .jid  Ensign  O'Flyng,  is  equally  nicritori- 
and  ju.Hi'  It  cannot  possibly  be  the  policy  of  the 
—overnmrni  to  withhold  the  bounty  land  of  a  soldier 
ittcause  he  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  bravery 
«tf^d  good  conduct  so  as  to  merit  and  receive  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  Arm  v. 
*  \ 


depreciated,  and  in  degrees  varying  according  to 
the  different  sections  of  the  country,  all  would 
assent.  That  this  state  of  the  currency  was  a 
stain  on  public  and  private  credit,  and  injurious 
to  the  morals  of  the  community,  was  so  clear  a 
position  as  to  require   no  prooC     There   were. 
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howeyer,  other  considerations  arising  from  the 
stale  of  the  currency  not  so  distinctly  felt,  nor  so 
generally  assented  to.  The  slate  of  our  circula- 
ting medium  was,  he  said,  opposed  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution.  The  power 
was  given  to  Congress  by  that  instrument  in  ex- 
press terms  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the  Uni- 
led  States.  In  point  of  fact,  he  said,  that  power, 
though  given  to  Coni^ress.  is  not  in  their  hands! 
The  power  is  exercised  by  banking  institutions, 
no  longer  responsible  for  the  correctness  with 
which  they  manage  it.  Gold  and  silver  have 
disappeared  entirely  ;  there  is  no  money  but  pa- 
per money,  and  that  money  is  beyond  the  control 
of  Congress.  No  one.  he  said,  who  referred  to 
the  Con«iiiution.  could  doubt  that  the  money  of 
the  United  States  was  intended  to  be  placed  en- 
tirely under  the  control  of  Congress.  The  only 
object  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  could  have 
in  view  in  giving  to  Congress  the  power  "to 
coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of 
ioreign  coin,"  must  have  been  to  give  a  steadi- 
ness and  fixed  value  to  the  currency  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  state  of  tilings  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  afforded  Mr.  C  an 
argument  in  support  of  his  construction.  There 
then  existed,  he  >aid,  a  depreciated  paper  curren- 
cy, which  could  only  be  regulated  and  made  uni- 
form by  giving  a  power  for  that  purpose  to  the 
General  Government.  The  Slates  could  not  do 
It.  He  argued,  therefore,  taking  into  view  the 
prohibition  against  the  States  issuing  bills  of 
credit,  that  there  was  a  strong  presumption  this 
power  was  intended  to  be  exclusively  given  to 
Congress.  Mr.  C.  acknowledged  there  was  no 
provision  in  the  Coasiitution  by  which  Stales 
were  prohibited  from  creating  the  banks  which 
now  exercised  this  power ;  but.  he  said,  banks 
were  then  but  little  known  ;  there  was  but  one. 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  with  a  capital  of 
only  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  and  the  uni- 
versal opinion  was,  that  bank  notes  represented 
gold  and  silver,  and  that  there  could  be  no  neces- 
sity lo  pronibii  banking  institutions  under  this 
impression,  because  their  notes  always  repre- 
sented gold  and  silver,  and  they  could  not  be 
multiplied  beyond  the  demands  of  the  country. 
Mr,  C.  drew  the  distinction  between  banks  of 
deposile  and  banks  of  discount,  the  latter  of 
which  were  then  but  little  understood,  and  their 
abuse  not  conceived  until  demonstrated  by  recent 
experience.  No  man.  he  remarked,  in  the  Con- 
vention, much  talent  and  wisdom  as  it  contained, 
could  possibly  have  foreseen  the  course  of  these 
institutions;  that  they  would  have  multiplied 
from  one  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  ;  from  a  cap- 
ital of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  one  of 
eighty  millions;  from  being  consistent  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  tiie  exclusive 
right  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  currency,  that 
they  would  be  directly  opposed  to  it ;  that  so  far 
from  their  credit  depending  on  their  punctuality 
in  redeeming^  their  bills  with  specie,  they  might 
go  on,  ad  infinitum,  in  violation  of  their  contract, 
without  a  dollar  in  their  vaults.  There  hud,  in- 
deed, Mr.  C.  said,  been   an  extraordinary  revo- 


lution in  the  currency  of  the  country.  By  a  sort 
of  under-current,  the  power  of  Congress  to  regu- 
late the  money  of  the  country  had  caved  in,  and 
upon  its  ruin  had  sprung  up  those  institutions 
which  now  exercised  the  righl  of  making  money 
for  and  in  the  United  Stales— for  gold  and  silver 
are  not  the  only  money,  but  whatever  is  the  me- 
dium of  purchase  and  sale,  in  which  bank  paper 
alone  was  now  employed,  and  had,  therefore, 
become  the  money  of  the  country.  A  change, 
great  and  wonderful,  has  taken  place,  said  he, 
which  divests  you  of  your  rights,  and  turns  you 
back  to  the  condition  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
in  which  every  State  issued  bills  of  credit,  which 
were  made  a  legal  tender  and  were  of  various 
value. 

This,  then,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  the  evil.  We 
have  in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver  a  paper  medium, 
unequally  but  generally  depreciated,  which  af- 
fects the  trade  and  industry  of  the  nation  ;  which 
paralyzes  the  national  arm ;  which  sullies  the 
faith,  both  public  and  private,  of  the  United 
Stales;  a  paper  no  longer  resting  on  gold  and 
silver  as  its  basis.  We  hare  indeed  laws  regu- 
lating the  currency  of  foreign  coin,  but  they  are 
under  present  circumstances  a  mockery  of  legis- 
lation, because  there  is  no  coin  in  circulation. 
The  jight  of  making  money — an  attribute  of  sov- 
ereign power,  a  sacred  and  important  right— was 
exercised  by  two  hundred  and  sixty  banks,  scat- 
tered over  every  part  of  the  United  States,  not 
responsible  to  any  power  whatever  for  their  issues 
of  paper.  The  next  and  great  inquiry  was.  he 
said,  how  this  evil  was  to  be  remedied.  Restore, 
said  he,  these  institutions  to  their  original  use  ; 
cause  them  to  give  up  their  usurped  power  ; 
cause  them  to  return  to  their  legitimate  office  of 
places  of  discount  and  deposile;  let  them  be  no 
longer  mere  paper  machines  ;  restore  the  stale  of 
things  which  existed  anterior  lo  1813,  which  was 
consistent  with  the  just  policy  and  interests  of 
the  country  ;  cause  them  to  fulfil  their  contracts, . 
to  respect  their  broken  faith,  resolve  that  every- 
where there  shall  be  an  uniform  valae  to  the 
national  currency,  your  Constitutional  control 
will  then  prevail. 

How.  then,  he  proceeded  to  examine,  was  the 
desirable  end  to  be  attained?  What  difficulties 
stand  in  the  way  ?  The  reason  why  the  banks 
could  not  now  comply  with  their  contract  was 
that  conduct  which  in  private  life  frequently  pro- 
duces the  same  effect.  It  was  owing  to  the  prod- 
igality of  their  engagements  without  means  to^ 
fulfil  them  ;  to  their  issuing  more  paper  than 
they  could  possibly  redeem  with  specie.  In  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  best  estimation, 
there  was  not  in  the  vaults  of  all  the  banks  more 
than  fifteen  millions  of  specie,  with  a  capital 
amounting  to  about  eighty-two  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  hence  the  cause  of  the  depreciation  of  bank 
notes — the  excess  of  paper  in  circulation  beyond 
that  of  specie  in  their  vaults.  This  excess  was 
visible  to  the  eye,  and  almost  audible  to  the  ear ; 
so  familiar  was  the  fact  that  this  paper  was  em- 
phatically called  trash  or  rags.  According  to 
estimation,  also,  he  said  there  were  in  circulation 
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he  sam«£Jate,  within  the  United  States,  two 
ndred  mTjions  of  dollars  of  bank  notes,  cred- 
and  ban*  paper,  in  one  shape  or  other.    Sup- 
sing  ihirtv  millions  of  these  to  be  in  posses- 
n  of  the  panks  themselves,  there  were  perhaps 
e  hundrttii   and  seventy  millions   actually  in 
culation.  or  on  which  the  banks  draw  interest, 
he  proportion  between  the  demand  and  supply 
ich  regulates  the   price  of  everything,  regu- 
les  also  ihf  value  of  this  paper.     In  proportion 
»^.  the  issue' is  excessive,  it  depreciates  in  value; 
d  no   woader,  when,  since   1810  or  1811.  the 
ount   of  paper    in   circulation    had    increased 
m  eighty, or  ninety  to  two  hundred   millions, 
r.  C.  here  examined  the  opinion  entertained  by 
me  genileinen  that  bank  paper  had   not  depre- 
ited,  but  iliat  gold  and  silver  had  depreciated, 
.position   he  denied   by  arguments  founded  on 
portability  of  gold  and  silver  which  would 
iiualize  thwr  value  in  every  part  of  the  United 
^^ates,  and  in  the  facts,  that  gold  and  silver  coin 
l^d  increas'd  in  quantity  instead  of  diminishing, 
tjdd  that   the  exchange  with  Great  Britain  had 
^en  (at  gold  and  silver  value)  for  some  lime 
2st  in  favtw  of  the  United  States.    Yet,  he  said, 
^Id  and  silver  were  leaving  our  shores.     In  fact, 
e    have  dj^graded   the   metallic   currency  ;    we 
ve  ireatc!^!    it   with  indignity,  it  leaves  us,  md 
eks  an  asylum  on   foreign  shores.     Let  it  he- 
me the  bsjsis  of  bank  transactions,  and  it  will 
visit  us.   ^Having  established,  as  he  conceived, 
the  course   ot  his   remarks,  that  the  excess  of 
—  per  issuev  was  the  true  and  only  cause  of  de- 
ileciaiion  cf  our  paper  currency,  Mr.  C.  turned 
iS  allentio-i  lo  the  manner  in  which  that  excess 
d  been  produced.    It  was  intimately  connected 
ith  the  >iispension    of  specie   payments;  they 
ood    as   Qjiuse   and    effect  ;   first,  the  excessive 
sues  caus>  d  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
d  advantage  had  been  taken  of  that  suspension 
issue  still  greater  floods  of  it.     The  banks  had 
ndertaken    to  do   a   new  business,  uncongenial 
ilh  the  nature  of  such  institutions  ;  they  under- 
jok  to  mCke  long  loans  to  Government,  not  as 
rokers.  biii  as  stockholders — a  practice  wholly 
.hconsisteu  with  the  system  of  specie  payments. 
•^fter  shoxring  the  difference  between  the  ordi- 
ary    business  of  a  bank  in  discounts,   and  the 
naking  loans  for  twelve  years.  Mr.  C.  said,  indis- 
u:ably  the  latter  practice  was  a  great  and  lead- 
ng  c.iuse  uf  the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
)t  this  species  of  properly   (public  slock)    the 
anks  ID  lie  United  Slates  held  on  the  30th  day 
'f  Septeniber  lasi  about  eighteen  and  a  half  mil- 
lons,  and   a  nearly  equal  amount,  of  Treasury 
ote?,  besiiies  stock   tor  long  loans  made  to  the 
tale    governments,  amounting,   aliogelher,    lo 
Uhin  a  -Niuall  amount  of  forty  millions,  being  a 
arge  proportiun  of  iheir  actual  capital.     This, 
e  said,  was  the  great  cause  of  the  suspension  of 
pecie  pa)ynents.     Had   the   banks  (he   dow  dis- 
ussed  ihbJquestion)  the  capacity  to  resume  spe- 
le   payment  ?     If  they  have  the  dispusiiion,  he 
aid,  ihey^may  resume  specie   payments.     The 
nks  are  uot  insolvent,  he  saiJ  ;  they  never  were 
ore  solv<  nt.     If  so,  the  term  itself  implies  that. 


ley  ( 
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if  tinoe  be  tllowed  them,  they  may  before  long 
be  in  a  condition  to  resume  payment  of  specie. 
If  the    banks  would    regularly  and    consentane- 
ously begin    to  dispose   of  their  stock,  to  call  in 
their  notes  for  the  Treasury  notes  they   have, 
and  moderately  curtail  their  private  discounts  ;  if 
they  would  act  in  concert  in  this  manner,  they 
might  resume  specie  payments.     If  they  were  to 
withdraw    by   the  sale  of  a   part  only  of  their 
stock  and  Treasury  notes,  twenty-five  millions  of 
their  notes  from  circulation,  the  rest  would  be 
depreciated  to  par,  or  nearly,  and  they  would 
still  have  fifteen  millions  of  stock  disposable  to 
send  to  Europe  for  specie,  dec     With  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars   in  their  banks,  and  so  much  of 
their    payer    withdrawn  from  circulatroo,    they 
would  be  in  a  condition  to  resume  payments  in 
specie.     The  only   difficulty,  that  of  producing 
concert,  was  one  which  it  belonged  to  Congress 
to  surmount.     The    indisposition    of  the  banks, 
from  motives  of  interest,  obviously  growing  out 
of  the  vast   profits  most  of  them  have  lately  re- 
alized, by  which   the  stockholders  have  realized 
from  12  to  20  per  cent,  on  their  stock,  would  be, 
he  showed,  the  greatest  obstacle.  What,  he  asked, 
was  a  bank  ?     An  institution,  under  present  uses, 
to  make  money.     What  was  the  instinct  of  such 
an  institution}     Gain,  gain;  nothing  but  gain; 
and   they  would    not  willingly  relinquish    their 
gain  from  the  present  state  of  things,  which  was 
profitable   to   them,  acting  as  they  did  without 
restraint,  and   without   hazard 
lieved   that    the    present    state 
ever  cure   itself,  Mr.  C.  said,  must  believe  what 
is  impossible ;  banks  must  change  their  nature, 
lay  aside   their  instinct,  before  they   will   aid  in 
doing  what  it   is   not   their   interest  to  do.     By 
this  process  of  reasoning,  he  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  rested  with  Congress  lo  make  them 
return  to  specie  payments  by  making  it  their  in- 
terest to  do  so.     This  introduced   the  subject  of 
the  National  Bank. 

A  National  Bank,  he  said,  paying  specie  itself, 
would  have  a  tendency  to  make  specie  payments 
general,  as  well  by  its  influence  as  by  iis  exam- 
ple. It  will  be  the  interest  of  the  National  Bank 
to  produce  this  state  of  things,  because  other- 
wise its  operations  will  be  greatly  circumscribed, 
as  it  must  pay  out  specie  or  National  Bank  notes; 
for  he  presumed  one  of  the  first  rules  of  such  a 
bank  would  be  to  take  the  notes  of  no  bank 
which  did  not  pay  in  gold  and  silver.  A  Na- 
tional Bank  of  thirty-five  millions,  with  the  aid 
of  those  banks  which  are  at  once  ready  to  pay 
specie,  would  produce  a  powerful  effect  all  over 
the  Union.  Further,  a  National  Bank  would 
enable  the  Government  to  resort  to  measures 
which  would  make  it  unprofitable  to  banks  to 
continue  the  violation  of  their  contracts,  and  ad- 
vantageous to  return  to  flie  observation  of  them. 
The  leading  measures  of  this  character  would  be 
to  strip  the  banks  refusing  to  pay  specie  of  all 
the  profits  arising  from  the  business  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  prohibit  deposites  with  them,  and  to 
refuse  to  receive  their  notes  in  payment  of  due* 
to   the  Government.     How    far    such    measures 
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would  be  efficacious  in  producing  a  return  to 
specie  payments,  he  was  unable  to  say  ;  but  it 
was  as  far  as  he  would  be  willing  to  go  at  the 
present  session.  If  they  persuted  in  refusing  to 
resume  payments  in  specie.  Congress  must  resort 
to  measures  of  a  deeper  tone,  which  they  had  in 
their  power. 

The  restoration  of  specie  payments,  Mr.  C. 
argued,  would  remove  the  embarrassments  on  the 
industry  of  the  country,  and  the  stains  from  its 
public  and  private  faith.  It  remained  to  see 
whether  this  House,  without  whose  aid  it  was  in 
vain  to  expect  success  in  this  object,  would  have 
the  fortitude  to  apply  the  remedy.  If  this  was 
not  the  proper  remedy,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
shown  by  the  proposition  of  a  proper  substitute, 
and  not  opposed  by  vague  and  general  declama- 
tion against  banks.  The  disease,  he  said,  was 
deep;  it  affected  public  opinion,  and  whatever 
affects  public  opinion  touches  the  vitals  of  the 
Government.  Hereafter,  he  said,  Congress  would 
never  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  this  measure 
in  which  they  now  did.  The  disease  arose  in 
time  of  war  ;  the  war  had  subsided,  but  left  the 
disease,  which  it  was  now  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  eradicate;  but,  if  they  did  not  now  ex- 
ercise the  power,  they  would  become  abettors  of 
a  state  of  things  which  was  of  vital  consequence 
to  public  morality,  as  he  showed  by  various  illus- 
trations. He  called  upon  the  House,  as  guar- 
dians of  the  public  weal,  of  the  health  of  the 
body  politic  which  depended  on  the  public  mor- 
als, to  interpose  against  a  state  of  things  which 
was  inconsistent  with  either.  He  appealed  to 
the  House,  too,  as  the  guardians  of  public  faith 
and  private  faith.  In  what  manner,  he  asked, 
were  the  public  contracts  fulfilled  ?  In  gold  and 
silver,  in  which  the  Government  had  stipulated 
to  pay  1  No  ;  in  paper  issued  by  these  institu- 
tions ;  in  paper  greatly  depreciated;  in  paper 
depreciated  from  five  to  twenty  per  cent,  below 
the  currency  m  which  the  Government  had  con- 
tracted to  pay,  &.C.  He  added  another  argument: 
the  inequality  of  taxation  in  consequence  of  the 
state  of  the  circulating  medium,  which,  notwilh- 
standinw  the  taxes  were  paid  with  strict  regard 
to  the  Constitutional  provision  for  their  equality. 
made  the  people  in  one  section  of  the  Union  pay 
perhaps  one-fifth  more  of  the  same  tax  than  those 
ID  another.  The  Constitution  having  given  Con- 
gress the  power  to  remedy  these  evils,  they  were, 
he  contended,  deeply  responsible  for  their  con- 
tinuance. 

The  evil  he  desired  to  remedy.  Mr.  C.  said, 
was  a  deep  one;  almost  incurable,  because  con- 
nected with  public  opinion,  over  which  banks 
have  a  great  control ;  they  have,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, a  control  over  the  press.  For  proof  of  which, 
he  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  present  wretched 
state  of  the  circulating  medium  had  scarcely  been 
denounced  by  a  single  paper  within  the  United 
States.  The  derangement  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium, he  said,  was  a  joint  thrown  out  of  its  soc- 
ket;  let  It  remain  for  a  short  time  in  that  state, 
and  the  sinews  will  be  so  knit  that  it  cannot  be 
replaced  ;  apply  the  remedy  soon,  and  it  is  an 


operation  easy,  though  painful.  The  evil  grows, 
whilst  the  resistance  to  it  becomes  weak ;  and, 
unless  checked  at  once,  will  become  irresistible. 
Mr.  C.  concluded  by  observing,  that  he  could 
have  said  much  more  on  this  important  subject, 
but  he  knew  how  difficult  it  was  to  gain  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  long  addresses. 

Mr.  Randolph,  in  explaining  an  allusion  which 
Mr.  Calhoun  had  made  to  a  remark  of  his  on  a 
former  occasion,  said  that  he  had  listened  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  with  pleasure;  he  was  glad 
to  see  a  cause  so  important  in  hands  so  able.  He 
promised  the  honorable  gentleman,  though  he 
might  not  agree  in  his  mode  of  remedying  the 
evil,  he  would  go  with  him  in  the  application  of 
any  adequate  remedy  to  an  evil  which  he  re- 
garded as  most  enormous. 

Mr,  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  acknowledged 
the  correctness  of  the  representation  of  the  exist- 
ing evil,  for  which  he  appeared  to  think  the 
remedy  was  near  at  hand  and  more  simple  in  its 
application  than  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank,  viz :  by  refusing  to  receive  the  notes  of 
those  banks,  which  do  not  pay  specie,  in  dues  to 
the  Government.  But  for  an  alliance,  which  he 
considered  disgraceful  to  the  country  and  unjust 
to  individuals,  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  banks  which  refused  to  pay 
specie,  the  evil  never  would  have  existed.  If 
Congress  adopted  the  measure  which  he  (Mr.  W.) 
proposed,  those  banks  must  go  down  and  public 
credit  rise.  Why  not  resort  at  first  to  the  obvious 
expedient,  and  then  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  less  urgent  question  of  establishing  a  Na- 
tional Bank  ?  The  banks,  who  it  was  now  agreed 
had  engaged  in  a  business  for  which  they  were 
not  calculated,  having  received  a  sufficient  bonus 
for  the  loans  they  made  to  Government,  and  made 
handsome  profits  by  it,  had  no  claim  on  Govern- 
ment to  protect  them  in  their  refusal  to  pay  spe- 
cie. Mr.  W.  rose  not  to  propose  any  amendment 
to  the  bill,  but  to  express  his  entire  coincidence 
in  the  gentleman's  opinion  that  a  great  evil  exists, 
which  Congress  had  the  power  to  remedy  ;  and, 
if  the  remedy  were  not  immediately  applied,  on 
them  would  be  the  responsibility  and  the  blame. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  "  thirty-five," 
and  inserting  ''twenty,"  as  the  amount  of  the  cap- 
ital of  the  bank.  He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to 
go  into  a  general  consideration  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  or  of  the  motion  now  submitted  by  him. 
He  made  the  motion  on  the  ground  of  the  facts 
and  arguments  just  delivered  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  From 
the  quantity  of  paper  stated  to  be  in  circulation, 
he  thought  the  calculation  fair  that  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  added  to  the  existing  bank  capital 
was  larger  than  necessary,  and  entered  into  some 
calculafions  to  support  the  propriety  of  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
prevail,  and  replied  briefly  to  the  calculations  of 
Mr.  Sergeant.  The  necessity  of  a  larger  capital 
consisted,  he  said,  in  the  important  functions  to 
be  performed  by  the  National  Bank.     The  desira- 
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point  was  to  fix  the  capital  so  large  as  to  pre- 
^%|al  undue  nrofit,  and  so  as  to  prevent  a  loss  to 
li»  stockholilers.  Perhaps  a  bank  of  twenty  mil- 
l^is  might  afford  a  fair  profit,  but  the  great 
tjx'iness  it  would  have  to  perform  made  a  larger 
cjiliital  nece^sary. 

.  J^rlr,  Pitkin  supported  the  motion  to  reduce  the 
cj|*iital.     H»;  thought  the  banking  capital  of  the 

.  c  J.ntry  already  too  great,  and  offered  a  few  cal- 
c-^atjons  to  prove  the  position.  In  1805,  1806, 
a^^l  1807.  said  he,  when  the  commerce  of  the 
ci'^mtry  was  very  great,  our  banking  capital  did 

•  d|w  exceed  fiity  or  sixty  millions  ;  and  yet,  in  those 
^  ^9^es,  no  cowplaint  was  heard  of  the  deficiency 
.  c|^c'apitai.     ,'f  not  more  than  that  amount  was 

•  T^^nted.  then,  is  it  possible  that  one  hundred  and 
.tlfety  or  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  can  be 

noessary  at  ihis  lime?     Mr.  P.  declared  himself 

iiUavor  of  a  National  Bank,  if  it  could  be  estab- 

lirfed  on  go(Ml  principles,  such  as  would   restore 

tl^i^old  state.jjf  things  when  bank  notes  were  paid 

^h  specie.  "  If,  however,  the  bill  passed  with  its 

p^ent  capital,  it  would  in  his  opinion  increase 

i;b^  evil  instead  of  proving  a  remedy.     Such  a 

:  coital  was  not  necessary,  either,  for  the  purposes 

^'w/ited.     Astoloans.no  bank  could  make  long 

;  I'ans  without  stopping  the  payment  of  specie  and 

d^jtroying  the  circulating  medium;  and  to  sup- 

p^jft  the  assertion,  he  quoted  the  fate  of  various 

bViks  in  Europe.     A  large  capital  for  that   pur- 

-  pfte,  therefore,  was  unnecessary.    Loans,  he  said, 

ri^jst  be  made  by  individuals;  it  cannot  be  done 

"bjibanks,  without  ruin;  and  a  large  capital  was 

dV  necessary,  therefore,  to  enable  the  Govern- 

n^t  to  obtaui  from  the  bank  all  the  aid  it  could 

0|.^ught  properly  to  receive.    Nor  would  a  large 

;  orbital,  he  said,  restore  the  old  state  of  things — 

tiP.t  must  be  done  by  the  co-operation  of  the  large 

bi.ipks  in  the  cities;  the  specie  has  got  into  those 

bi^jiks,  and  there  it  will  remain  until  they  resume 

tbtf  payraeniof  it.     Mr.  P.  said,  likewise,  he  was 

U)|williDg  to  place  fifty  millions  of  money  in  the 

li^ds  of  any  set  of  men  in  this  country.     They 

.  \&  aid  use  it  oppressively;   the  old  Bank  of  the 

;  l;|ited  Stat«'s  had  done  so,  and   so  would   this. 

•  ififch  a  power  would  enable  them  to  wield  the 
dt^tinies  of  liiis  nation.  For  this  strong  reason, 
}iljf.  P.  said,  as  well  as  the  others  he  had  stated, 

.  l^jwas  in  favor  of  reducing  the  capital;  and,  to 
aAliw  more,  time  to  reflect  on  this  important 
{||ture  of  tte  bill,  he  moved  that  the  Committee 

^  ifter  a  feV  remarks  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  on  what 
^J  lallen  frr'-m  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  Committee  rose. 
tt)orted  pro8;ress.  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again! 

;  ^*  Tuesday,  February  27. 

LiMr,  Kino,  (^f  Massachusetts,  presented  petitions 

ijjm  the   merchants   in  the  towns  of  York  and 

(jjstine,  in  tlie  District  of  Maine,  complaining  of 

i?v  monopolij:ing  policy  of  the  British  Govern- 

iw-nt,  in  securing  to  the  vessels  of  that  nation 

iwr  exclusive* riffht  to  trade   between  the  United 

ites  and  ttfje  British  West   Indies,  and   North 

lencan  po>s€ssioDs,  as  well  as  to  the  fisheries ; 


and  praying  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted 
as  will  counteract  the  said  policy,  and  tend  to 
the  admission  of  American  vessels  in  the  trade 
aforesaid. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  the 
American  Convention  for  promoting  the  aboli- 
tion of  Slavery,  stating  their  belief  that  the  act 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  is  evaded 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  Union,  and  praying 
that  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  may  be  strength- 
ened, and  its  penalties  increased  ;  and  that  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  frequent 
practices  of  kidnapping  free  negroes. — Referred 
to  Messrs.  Sergeant,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina, 
Wright,  Wilde,  and  Cady. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBERTdON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  on  the  expediency  of  sell- 
ing forfeited  lands  in  the  Jeffersonville  district, 
which  was  read;  when  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  district  of  Jeffersonville,  at 
the  land  office  in  said  district;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  reported  a  bill  providing 
for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  British 
fort  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  reported  a  bill  providing 
for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  lower 
rapids  of  Sandusky  river;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  act 
declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  passed  on  the  12tb 
of  December,  1804,  establishing  the  fees  of  the 
harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports  of 
Savannah  and  St.  Mary's. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Creighton.  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  sale  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  that  tract 
of  country  in  the  State  of  Ohio  heretofore  set 
apart  and  reserved  for  satisfying  the  claims  of 
refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  on  the  following 
subjects  of  inquiry,  &c.,  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee. 1st.  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
make  additional  provision  by  law  for  military 
transportation.  2.  That  no  provision  is  necessary 
to  be  made  for  paying  certain  corps  of  volunteers 
in  Maine,  the  President  being  already  fully  em- 
powered by  existing  laws  to  do  io.     3d.  That  it 
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is  inexpedient  to  assume  the  payment  of  interest 
on  unpaid  sums  which  may  have  been  due  for 
military  services.  4th.  That  no  further  provision 
is  necessary  at  this  time  for  printing  and  distrib- 
uting the  militia  and  military  laws  and  articles 
of  war.  5th.  Unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions 
of  Isidore  Remensin  and  Christopher  Colles.  The 
above  reports  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

UNSETTLED  .ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Hl'qer  called  up  the  resolution  submitted 
a  few  days  ago  by  him,  to  inquire  inio  the  man- 
ner of  keeping  certain  public  accounts,  and  into 
the  amount  and  cause  of  the  great  balances  now 
standing  against  individuals,  on  the  books  of  the 
Comptroller.  &c. 

Mr.  Robertson  made  some  remarks  to  enforce 
the  propriety  of  the  inquiry.  He  had  no  doubt 
there  was  great  defalcation  and  abuse  in  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  and  hoped  the  inquiry  would  be  ef- 
fectually followed  up.  He  adverted  to  the  re- 
missness which  he  believed  to  exist  in  some  of 
the  salary  officers  in  the  Grovernment,  in  relation 
to  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts.  In  some 
instances,  he  said,  the  accounting  officers  had 
raised  accounts  against  those  who  had  none  with 
the  Governiaent,  with  no  other  effect  than  to 
screen  villains  who  depredate  on  the  public  trea- 
sure. That  there  were  swindlers  and  defaulters 
among  the  public  agents,  that  there  were  men 
who  fattened  on  the  spoils  of  Government,  he  had 
no  doubt,  and  the  best  way  to  screen  them  was 
to  foist  into  their  company  the  names  of  those 
whom  they  know  to  be  of  a  different  character. 

Mr.  Condict  approved  the  principle  embraced 
in  the  resolution,  but  asked  the  mover,  Mr  Hlger, 
whether  the  inquiry  did  not  belong  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditure,  and  referred  to 
the  standing  rule  of  the  House,  which  requires 
them  to  superintend  the  expenditures  of  money 
in  the  different  Departments,  aud  report  whe- 
ther disbursements  have  been  made  agreeably  to 

law,  &.C. 

That  committee,  he  said,  most  probably  had 
already  progressed  in  the  inquiry,  and  if  so,  he 
thought  It  would  not  be  prudent  at  so  late  a  day 
ID  the  session,  to  take  it  from  theiu  and  place  it  in 
other  hands.  These  balances,  he  said,  had  at  a 
former  session  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  upon  a  resolution  moved 
by  himself,  instructing  that  committee  to  inquire 
and  report,  what  further  legal  provisions  were 
necessary  to  enforce  payment,  and  prevent  future 
delinquencies.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in 
the  last  session  of  the  12th  Congress,  instituted 
an  inquiry  through  a  committee,  in  the  hope,  as 
he  expressed  it.  "  that  if  they  could  not  destroy 
the  mammoth,  the  great  beast  of  the  forest,  they 
might  at  least  be  able  to  poison  the  rats."  This 
rat-catching  committee, as  a  had  been  facetiously 
termed,  after  spending  much  time  and  labor,  in 
turning  over  tne  cart-loads  of  documents  and  pa- 
pers thrown  upon  them  to  stifle  the  inquiry,  made 
a  report  at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  there  it 
ended.  Such  an  inquiry,  said  Mr.  C.  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  any  beneficial  result  to  the  nation, 


should  be  divided  and  subdivided  among  differ- 
ent committees,  giving  to  each  a  distinct  object, 
to  be  pursued  minutely  in  all  its  intricate  wind- 
ing, and  m  that  way  only,  in  his  opinion,  could 
the  errors  be  remedied.  Such  a  course,  he  should 
be  glad  to  see  pursued  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session.  For  these  reasons,  he  should  prefer  the 
method  proposed  by  another  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Tucker.)  which  by  distributing  the  investiga- 
tion, and  dividing  the  labors,  would  best  promote 
the  public  interest. 

Mr.  HuGER  replied  to  Mr.  Condict.  and  offered 
some  further  remarks  to  obviate  the  objections 
urged  against  the  inquiry.  He  believed  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view  was  practicable,  and  that 
great  good  wottld  grow  out  of  it.  For  one,  he 
would  be  willing,  should  he  be  selected,  to  devote 
his  utmost  exertions  and  labor  to  an  end  so  im- 
portant ;  not  that  he  expected  to  expose  or  detect 
defaulters — for  he  knew  not  that  there  was  a  sin- 
gle one — but  for  the  satisfaction  and  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  such  a  report.  One  of  the  objects 
also  of  the  inquiry  was  to  aid  the  public  officers 
and  facilitate  their  operation,  &,c. 

After  a  few  words  more  by  Mr.  Condict,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  five  members 
be  appointed  to  examine,  generally,  into  the  subject 
of  unsettled  balances  due  the  United  States,  and  es- 
pecially into  the  annual  statements,  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  con- 
formity to  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  requiring^ 
that  annual  slatements  should  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress, of  the  accounts  in  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,  which  may  have  remained  more 
than  three  years  unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  ap- 
pear to  have  been  due  more  than  three  years,  prior  to 
the  30th  September,  then  last  past ;  to  investigate  the 
causes  which  have  given  rise  to  such  unsettled  bal- 
ances; to  recommend  such  measures  as  may,  in  their 
opinion,  be  most  likely  to  bring  defaulters  to  a  speedy 
settlement  of  their  accounts,  and  prevent,  in  lime  to 
come,  the  recurrence  and  continuance  of  unsettled 
balances  to  such  an  amount. 

Mr.  HuGER,  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Condict,  Mr. 
Lyon,  and  Mr.  Forney,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Bank  bill.  Mr.  Sergeant's  motion  to  re- 
duce the  proposed  capital  from  thirty-five  to 
twenty  millions  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  «xpress  bis 
views  of  the  subject  generally,  as  well  as  on  the 
particular  point  under  consideration.  He  ap- 
peared to  coincide  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Calhoun, 
that  the  establishment  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  would  contribute  better  than  any  other 
measure  to  the  restoration  of  a  general  medium 
of  circulation  of  uniform  value.  He  was  afraid 
that  it  was  the  only  remedy.  Perhaps  he  should 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  some  of  his  posi- 
tions, particularly  as  respected  the  conduct  and 
state  of  the  banks.  It  might  be  nrudent  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  he  remarked,  to  let  down  these 
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Institutions  *s  gently  as  they  could,  and  do  every-  any  others,  and  if  the  depreciation  was 
P"ing  to  enafcle  them  to  meet  their  engagements  |  owing  to  excessive  issues,  it  raijjht  be  ni 
specie  pr^yments  on  some  future  day.     With 

ime  moditoation  of  the  plan   proposed   by  this 

11,  he  thoip^^ht  the  establishment  of  a  National 


n  fact 

g  to  excessive  issues,  it  might  be  presumed 

that   they  had   issued   more    largely  than    banks 

generally.     These  banks  had  notes  in  circulation 

to  the  amount  of  $2,094,000;  a  greater  proportion 
Bank  would  effectually  contribute  to  that  object.  I  of  notes  lo  their  capital  than"  banks  generally 
5|he  banks  pending  the  war  were  the  pillars  of  I  have  in  circulation;  but  only  three-fifths  of  the 
Ue  nation.  <)n  which  and  through  whose  instru- 1  amount  of  the  capital  paid  in.  There  were  not 
l^entality  ti,e  Government  was  enabled  to  raise  i  now  in  circulation,  Mr.  S.  verily  believed,  as  many 
Money  and  men  to  carry  on  the  war.  not  only  by  '  bank  notes,  properly  so  called,  as  there  were  prior 
J^eir  direct  ioans.  but  by  enabling  individuals  to  to  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments.  Banks 
l^ake  loana  to  the  Government.  Now.  that  we  |  everywhere  were  endeavoring  to  draw  in  their 
f^)uld  do  Without  them,  they  had  been  called  cat-  notes.  Mr.  S.  concluded  on  "this  point  that  as 
fj-pillars.  He  would  not  call  those  caterpillars  the  banks  had  demonstrably  not  been  prodigal  in 
l^w.  who.  i!)  war,  had   been   the  pillars  of  the    the  issue  of  their  paper,  its  depreciation  was  not 


The  information  o/ the  gentleman 

relation  to  the  state  of  the  banks  might  be  very 
od,  but  it  ciid  not  coincide  with  the  information 

irapressijiis  of  Mr.  S.,  who  took  a  different  ^  loans,  he 
ew  of  it.    »He  thougi.t  that,  as  far  as  he  had  in-  |  attributed  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  of  this 
rmation,  i5e  banks  had  not  issued  more  notes  i  city,  of   Baltimore,    Philadelphia,  and   of  New 


owing  to  the  excess  of  issue.  This  brought  Mr. 
S.  to  another  point  of  Mr.  Calhou.n's  speech,  in 
which  they  concurred  in  opinion.     To  the  long 


agreed,  in  a  great   measure. 


might 


be 


,^an,  from  i«»e  amount  of  their  capitals,  they  had 
|Afair  right  Co  do.  Adverting  to  Mr.  C.'s  state- 
aent  of  tht^  number  of  the   banks. 


(he  wished 
j|ere  were  cot  so  many,)  and  of  their  capital,  he 
"Itfered  from  the  view  which  estimated  the 
iiuunt  on -which  they  draw  interest,  at  an  hun- 
red  and  seventy  millions.  But  deducting  from 
lis  amount,  the  loans,  dec.  estimated  at  forty 
[illions,  an  hundred  and  thirty  millions  would 
imain,  at  tjie  estimated  amount  on  which  the 
jnks  draw  interest,  with  a  capital  of  eighty-two 
iiUions.  VVas  this  too  much  ?  With  much  less 
tuld  the  b^^pks  pay  bank  expenses,  and  make  a 


York.  But  he  was  not  disposed  to  censure  the 
banks  for  having  made  those  loans.  On  the  con- 
trary, said  he.  they  aided  you  in  times  of  need. 
1  give  them  credit  for  it.  I  would  nurse  them 
and  bring  them  back  to  the  same  healthy  state  as 
before  they  reduced  themselves  to  serve  you.  At 
the  same  time  Mr.  S.  said  he  agreed  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments 
so  soon  a"-  it  was  possible  to  do  it  without  loss. 
If  they  did  not  do  it,  they  ought  to  be  compelled 
to  do  It ;  and  through  the  instrumentality  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  theGovernment  might 
be  able  to  coerce  them.     The  loans  made  to  the 


(|asonable  d<vidend  ?     But,  might  not  the  gentle-    Government  had  been  principally  confined  to  the 

^  an  have  \^en  mistaken,  even  in  this  estimate?  ;  country  between  the  Hudson  and  the  Potomac  ; 

r.  S.  thought  he  was,  and  supported  this  impres- 1  a  small  amount  only  had   been   obtained    north 


ion  by  a  reference   to  such   documents  on   the  . 

ibject  as  were  within  his  reach.     He  referred  to  I 

le  docurae^,it  on  the  table,  showing  the  state  of' 

le  charter*^  banks  within  the  District  of  Colura-  j 

He  wi^s  rather  inclined  to  believe  that  these 

inks  had  ;^one  a  little  further  than  most  of  the 

inks  ot  tl:e  United   States  in  their   issues,  the 

luse  of  winch  might  be  traced  to  the  large  loans 

the  Govt^-nment.     The  amount  of  the  capital 

lid  in  by,  all  these  banks  was  S3,321,600;  the 

fills  and  n^tes  discounted  S4.8SU.031.     Was  this 

JO    large  u   business  on    their   capital?     These 

inks,  than  which  perhaps  no  banks  in  the  Union 

(ad  done  la-ger  bu->iness,  had  not  discounted  more 

^lan  fifty  per  cent,  beyond    the  amount  of  their 

ipital   pai-?    in.     As   to   the  amount  of   paper 

[/hich  the  i^entleman  estimated  to  be  in  circula- 

ion.  Mr.  hi.  differed  widely  from  him.     Instead 

if  two  hur.(|red  millions  of  dollars  of  paper  being 

D  circulation  on  a  capital  of  eighty-two  millions, 

^e  doubted  whether  the  amount  was  half  that  of 

^e  capital  bf  the  banks,  say  forty-one  millions  of 

|ollars.     Hf   had   some  acquaintance  with   the 

operation."  o(  banks  from  his  practice  in  them. 

some  bank,  could  put  out  more  paper  than  oth- 

|rs  from  thfir  particular  situation;  but.  in  gen- 

^^ral,  banks  jiid  not  issue  paper  to  more  than  half 

ihe  amoun-fof  their  capital.     The  notes  of  the 

l>anks  of  tl«3  District  were  more  depreciated  than 


and  south  of  these  limits.  The  notes  obtained 
by  the  Treasury  by  way  of  loan,  were  disbursed 
in  other  quarters  of  the  country  than  that  in 
which  they  were  obtained.  They  had  been 
thrown  back  upon  the  banks,  and  specie  demanded 
for  them;  with  which  demand,  made  in  large 
quantities,  the  banks  found  themselves  unable  to 
comply.  The  gentleman  had  given  his  opinion 
how  ttie  evil  might  be  remedied.  This  remedy. 
Mr.  S.  went  on  to  observe,  he  was  one  of  those 
who  had  pressed  on  the  directors  of  the  banks  of 
the  city  he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  All  the 
banks  had  to  do.  he  said,  was  to  send  their  mil- 
lions of  stock  to  the  eastward  and  southward,  sell 
their  stock,  and  thus  change  the  balance  of^  ex- 
change and  trade  in  their  favor.  When  they 
should  do  that,  the  cause  of  the  depreciation  of 
their  paper  being  removed,  Mr.  S.  said  we  should 
hear  no  more  of  it.  In  less  than  three  months, 
those  Slates  which  now  had  the  advantage  of  the 
exchange  would  be  the  debtor  States.  The  dif- 
ference in  exchange  was  little  more  than  nomi- 
nal, very  little  specie  being  paid  in  any  part  of 
the  country.  Where  bank  notes  were  nominally 
at  par.  the  banks  did  very  little  or  no  business, 
and  had  comparatively  no  notes  out.  If  mer- 
chants negotiated  with  those  banks,  they  did  not 
receive  or  pay  them  specie,  but  paper.  Mr.  S.  co- 
incided iQ  Mr.  C.'s  view,  that  if  all  the  banks 
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agreed  to  resume  specie  payments,  they  might  do 
it.  But  he  would  use  no  coercion  now  to  hasten 
the  period,  but  suffer  them  to  do  it  peaceably  and 
quietly,  and  therefore  safely. 

Adverting  to  the  observation  in  debate  yester- 
day respecting  an  alliance  between  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  banks,  which  had  pre- 
vented Treasury  notes  from  becoming  a  circu- 
lating medium,  <tc.,  Mr.  S.  vindicated  the  con- 
duct of  the  Treasury.  Could  the  Secretary  do 
otherwise,  he  asked,  than  receive  the  public  dues 
in  the  currency  of  the  country  where  they  were 
collected  ?  Tfie  Secretary  had  further  under- 
taken (Mr.  S.  doubted  whether  that  officer  had 
not  in  this  gone  too  far)  to  say  that  the  paper 
of  those  banks  which  did  not  receive  Trea- 
sury notes  and  issue  them  again,  should  not  be 
received  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Gentlemen  were  mistaken,  .Mr.  S.  said,  if  they 
supposed  they  could  make  Treasury  notes  a  circu- 
lating medium — experience  had  proved  it.  Re- 
ferring to  the  value  of  Treasury  notes,  depreci- 
ated gradually  in  their  progress  from  this  District 
to  Boston,  he  remarked  that,  although  they  were 
six  per  cent,  above  par  at  Baltimore,  they  were 
not  there  as  valuable  as  the  note  of  a  merchant  at 
New  York.  It  would,  it  was  true,  be  a  great 
convenience  if  Government  could  issue  a  paper 
of  this  sort,  which  would  serve  as  a  circulating 
medium,  but  it  could  not  ;  whatever  paper  was 
put  out  of  that  sort,  would  become  an  article  of 
merchandise,  to  be  bought  and  sold.  The  com- 
munity was  now  accustomed  lo  bank  notes,  and 
partial  to  them  ;  and  their  place  could  not  be  sup- 
plied by  Government  paper. 

As  to  the  motion  now  under  consideration  to 
reduce  the  capital,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  not  ex- 
pected it  from  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  particularly  not  from  the  gentleman  who 
made  it.  Reverting  to  the  period  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  he 
said,  ten  millions  bore  a  larger  proportion  to  the 
uses  and  demands  of  that  day,  than  thirty-five 
millions  did  to  those  of  this.  The  price  of  every- 
thing was  then  very  low — commerce  in  its  in- 
fancy, the  shipping  of  the  United  States  extreme- 
ly and  almost  incredibly  limited,  dec.  It  was 
impossible  that  any  man  could  suppose  that  a 
bank  of  the  same  amount  could  now  perforin  the 
functions  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
then  performed,  particularly,  since  the  Govern- 
ment had  spread  taxes  over  the  whole  surface  of 
the  country,  and  made  the  aid  of  this  institution 
more  extensively  necessary.  With  a  reduced 
capital,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  operations  of  the  bank 
would  be  so  circumscribed,  that  it  would  afford 
but  little  aid  to  merchants.  He  was  not,  indeed, 
very  tenacious,  he  said,  about  four  or  five  mil- 
lions of  capital,  more  or  less,  but  he  did  not  think 
thirty-five  millions  at  all  too  much. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not  entirely  satisfied  with 
the  plan  of  the  bank,  proposed  by  the  committee  ; 
but  might  not  the  plan  be  so  modified  as  to  meet 
the  views  of  a  large  majority  of  the  House  ?  He 
could  find   but  few  gentlemen,  he  said,  who,  in 


conversation,  did  not  appear  favorable  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  bank.     Some  preferred  a  plan 
less  complex  than  the   present;  some  were  hos- 
tile to  the  control  of  the  Government  in   it    in 
which,  perhaps,  they  were  right.     Others  were 
hostile  to  Treasury  notes  forming  any  part  of  the 
capital;    in  which.    Mr.  S.  said,  he  concurred. 
Where  was  the  difficulty  in  yielding  those  minor 
points,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  general  con- 
currence  in   favor  of  the   bill?     Other  features 
were  objected  to — the  power  to  autliorize  suspen- 
sion of  payments  in  specie.  &c. — these  he  would 
also  give  up.  rather  than  they  should  defeat  the 
bill  altogether.     As  to  the  question,  when   the 
specie  payments  of  the  bank  should  commence, 
Mr.  S.  i^aid,  according  to  the  proposed  mode  of 
payment,  it  would  not  be  very  soon.     To  remedy 
this  objection,  he   proposed   that,  for  the   seven 
millions  of  Treasury  notes  to  be  paid  in  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States,  there  should  be  sub- 
stituted a  stock  to  be  created  for  the  purpose,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  which 
would  leave  a  gain  lo  the  United  States  (the  bank 
dividing  eight  per  cent.)  of  three  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  that  amount;  whicli  would,  by  its  ac- 
cumulation and  proper  application,  in  the  course 
of  twenty  years,  absorb  the  whole  of  that  stock, 
and  operate  as  a  bonus  to  the  United   States  to 
that  amount.     He  also  showed,  by  calculation, 
that  the  United  States,  in   this  mode,  by  merely 
advancing  their  credit,  might  absorb  twelve  mil- 
lions of  the  war  debt;  which  he  believed  would 
be  no  unpalatable  thing  lo  the  people,  nor  unwise 
in   the  Government.     Further,  Mr.   S.  said,   he 
wished  to  see  the  bank  go  immediately  into  ope- 
ration, that,  while  he  lived,  he  might  derive  some 
advantage  from  it.     He  would  therefore  wish  lo 
see  the  whole  of  the  specie  part  of  the  stock  paid 
in  within  a  given  number  of  months.    With  seven 
millions  of  dollars  in   its  vaults,  the  bank  would 
have  neither  fear  nor  trembling  in  commencing 
specie  operations  ;  they  would  have  time  to  send 
their  stock  to  Europe  for  sale,  or  make  such  other 
arrangements  as.  in  theiropiuion.  might  be  proper. 
The  specie  thus   paid   in,  would   not  drain  the 
State  banks,  but  would  be  imported,  fur  the  pur- 
pose, from  Europe  and  elsewhere.     lu  the  mean- 
time, he  said,  until  all  the  specie  payments  were 
made  to  the  bank,  he  did  not  think  it  would  do 
any  harm  if  the  bank  were  to  commence  its  ope- 
rations without  specie,  but  with  an  assurance  in 
Its  charter,  of  payment  of  specie  at  a  particular 
day.     Such  an  assurance  would  make  the  bank 
notes  equally  good,  in  his  eyes  at  least,  as  gold 
and  silver.    With  these  views  of  the  subject,  Mr. 
S.  concluded  his  practical  speech. 

Mr.  Sergea.nt  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman,   the   honorable   member  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  has  expressed  his  sur- 

Erise  that  this  motion  should  be  made  by  a  mem- 
er  from  Pennsylvania,  and  still  more  that  ii 
should  have  been  made  by  a  member  from  Phil- 
adelphia, meaning,  it  would  seem,  to  express  his 
surprise  that  a  member  from  Philadelphia  should 
be  willing  to  give  up  the  great  influence  and  ad- 
vantage that  city  would  derive  from  being  the 
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t  of  such  a  bank.     He  (Mr.  S.)  should  hare 

pposed  that  gentleman   had  been  long  enough 

public   life   to  believe   that  a  member  of  this 

use  rai^ht  sometimes  lose  sight  of  a  personal 

local  advantage,  when  a  measure  of  great  na- 

)nal  impotfiance  and  concern  is  under  coasider- 

ti^ion.     So  he  considered  the  present  bill. 

He  madq  this  motion,  he  said,  principally  for 
0  reasons*.     First,  because  it  appeared  to  him, 
m   the  siittemenis  made  by  the  chairman  of 
e  commiitpe  who  reported    the  bill,  that  the 
Jpital  proposed  by  the  bill  (thirty-fire  millions) 
"  arger  than  is  necessary  ;  and.  in  the  next  place, 
give  genilcmen  an  opportunity  fully  to  explain 
eir  views  on  this  very  interesting  subject.     He 
Id  it  to  be  a  sound  rule  in  legislation  to  abstain 
m  acting.until  you  are  satisfied  that  what  you 
^>  about  tci  do  is  right.     If  you  have  doubts — if 
VC'  effect  of  the  measure  proposed  is  involved  in 
^certainty  —if  you  do  not  clearly  see  your  way — 
^Is  wise  to  hesitate,  to   pause,  and  to  consider, 
'  'lis  subject  particularly,  deserved  the  most  de- 
erate  and   careful  consideration.     It  was  not, 
said,  an  --ordinary  act  of    legislation    which 
ngress  mijfht  at  their  pleasure  repeal,  if  upon 
al  it  should  be  found  inconvenient  or  mischiev- 
<i^$,  which  Vould  be  constantly  under  their  con- 
1^1  from  session  to  sessiou.  to  modify,  to  alter, 
•^abrogate.     The  proposed  act  of  legislation  was 
iftf  continue  iu  force  for  twenty  years';  there  would 
^  no  powe^  within  that  period  to  repeal  it.     It 
MJs.  besides-  to  create  a  vast  machine  of  incalcu- 
iMle  force,   the  direction   of  whose  momentum 
\*^s  to  be  pl.iced  in   the   hands  of  they  knew  not 
om.     Wtthin  a  very  few  years  past,  a  similar 
less  exterjsive  question  arose  upon  the  appli- 
lon  to  retiT^w  the  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of 
United  w^tates.     It  agitated  the  nation  from 
extreme   to  the  other.     The  agitation  was 
longly   felii  in   this  House — the  memory  of  it 
is  too  rec<^nt  to  be  forgotten.     By  some  of  those 
10  opposj^d  the  renewal,  it  was  asserted  that 
ijngress  bid  no   C'onstitutional  power  to  grant 
i^harter  of- incorporation  to  a  bank;  by  others, 
it  the  povJers  of  ihat  corporation  had  been  ex- 
'ised  in  a  manner  that  was  unjust,  oppressive, 
dangerous  to  the   people.     Without  at  all 
jlding  to  •■■•ither  of  these  opinions,  the  impres- 
[a  of  whic'i  could  not  be  so  soon  worn  out,   he 
jst  be  allo'wed  to  say  that  the  mere  fact  of  their 
[ving  beer*,   very  seriously  and  very  generally 
[ulcated.  gave  to  the  subject  under  consider- 
Jon  peculiar  importance.    If,  as  gentlemen  then 
^ieged.  It  was  believed  that  great   injury  had 
'?n  done  by  that  bank,  they,  at  least,  ought  to 
very  cauiious  in  adopting  the  present  plan, 
uch  had  certainly,  in   every  respect,  a  much 
lire  formid'ible  aspect,  and  which  was  so  little 
lerstood  that  the  best  informed  and  most  intel- 
[ent  of  its  advocates  did  not  seem  to  agree  even 
[to  essentia^l  points.     The  two  gentlemen  who 
discussfci  the  matter,  differed  in  some  very 
ifjportant  patiiculars  ;  they  did  not  even  seem  to 
;',ee  whethrr  it  was  to  be,   in  effect,  a  specie 
twik  or  a  paper  bank.    He  protested,  he  said. 
rti§'^t   "^eriou-iy  against   this   sort  of  legislation, 


which  proceeded  without  distinctly  setiline  prin- 
ciples, and  left  everything  to  hazard.  He  pro- 
tested against  establishing  a  great  National  Bank 
upon  the  apparent  basis  of  specie,  without  some- 
thing approaching  to  a  certainty  that  it  would  be 
able  to  pay  in  specie,  against  its  professing  to  pay 
specie,  with  a  considerable  risk  of  its  being 
obliged  in  a  short  time  to  break  its  faith,  and  in 
that  way  aggravate  the  malady  it  was  intended 
to  cure.  The  question,  he  said,  ought  first  to  be 
decided,  whether  we  were  to  have  a  specie  bank 
or  paper  bank.  That  being  decided,  then  pro- 
ceed upon  a  plain,  simple,  intelligible  plan,  in 
conformity  with  the  decision.  The  plan  pro- 
I  posed  was  complicated  and  unintelligible.  The 
j  capital  was  to  be  composed  of  United  States 
I  stock,  of  Treasury  notes,  and  a  small  proportion 
of  specie.  The  specie  was  to  be  paid  in  instal- 
ments, and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  bank 
would  never  receive  from  its  subscribers  a  greater 
quantity  of  specie  than  the  first  instalment.  With 
a  nominal  capital,  then,  of  thirty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  so  small  a  proportion  of  specie,  with 
i  what  greater  propriety  could  it  be  called  a  specie 
bank,  than  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  for  in- 
stance ?  That  bank,  having  a  capital  of  two 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  possesses 
one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
United  States  stork,  and  upwards  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  specie.  Yet  that  was  a 
bank  that  did  not  pay  specie.  He  admitted  that 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  had  discounted  to  a 
large  amount,  that  it  had  large  deposites,  and 
that  It  had  paper  in  circulation  ;  in  one  word,  that 
it  was  in  full  operation  as  a  bank.  But  was  not 
the  proposed  bank,  if  the  bill  then  under  discus- 
sion should  become  a  law,  to  go  into  operation, 
and  to  go  into  operation  upon  the  common  prin- 
ciples of  banking  ?  Would  not  the  stockholders 
and  the  directors  be  governed  by  what  was 
termed  'commercial  instinct?"  Would  they 
not  be  desirous  of  making  profit  and  making  div- 
idends 1  Was  there  in  this  bill  any  peculiar  re- 
straint to  prevent  them  from  trading  to  excess? 
The  obligation  to  pay  in  specie  was  uo  restric- 
tion, no  effectual  restriction,  for  the  State  banks 
were  compellable  by  law  to  pay  their  notes  with 
specie,  and  as  far  therefore  as  any  legal  restraints 
could  guard  them,  they  were  safe. 

If  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  on  the 
excessive  issue  of  bank  paper,  he  said,  were  the 
cause  of  the  evils  that  were  complained  of,  and 
the  Slate  banks  deserved  to  be  censured  for  pro- 
ducing them  ;  if  we  were  to  adopt  the  theory  in 
its  full  extent,  that  traces  every  existing  mischief 
in  the  circulation  to  one  or  both  these  causes, 
what  is  the  lesson  we  ought  to  derive  from  this 
consideration?  The  State  banks — he  meant  the 
principal  ones — up  to  the  period  of  the  capture 
of  Washington,  continued  to  pay  specie.  If  that 
circumstance  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  proper  test 
of  their  conduct,  they  were  till  then  without 
blame;  they  might  be  considered,  at  least  with 
the  exception  of  the  loans  to  Government,  as 
having  conducted  their  business  upon  fair  princi- 
ples.    Of  those  loans,  he  would  say  nothing  fur- 
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tber  than  that  he  did  not  think  that  they,  a  con- 
stituent part  of  the  Government,  could  justly 
censure  them;  they  were  necessary  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  were  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
defence,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  banks  were 
compelled  into  them  by  the  force  of  public  senti- 
ment. In  truth,  without  the  aid  of  the  banks 
aflbrded  to  the  Government,  either  by  direct  loans 
or  through  the  medium  of  loans  to  States  and  in- 
dividuals, the  exertions  of  the  country  must  have 
been  arrested — the  Government  would  have  been 
at  a  stand  for  want  of  money.  These  banks. 
therefore,  have  a  meritorious  claim  to  the  public 
consideration.  But  if  specie  payments,  in  other 
words,  the  capacity  to  meet  ail  the  probable  de 
mands  for  specie,  be  the  just  criterion,  what  was 
the  state  of  the  matter  then  ?  It  has  been  thought 
a  safe  rule*  in  banking,  and  it  had  been,  he  be- 
lieved, adopted  as  a  rule,  that  a  bank  might 
safely  lend,  and  was  prudent  in  lending,  to  the 
amount  that  in  ordinary,  in  the  usual  course  of 
Its  business,  judging  from  experience,  would  not 
expose  it  to  demands  greater  than  it  was  able  to 
meet.  This  rule,  founded  upon  experience  in 
ordinary  times,  was  adapted  to  that  state  of 
things  from  which  it  was  deduced — to  ordinary 
times  and  ordinary  circumstances — when  an  ex- 
traordinary emergency  arose,  producing  extraor- 
dinary and  urgent  and  unexpected  demands  for 
specie,  the  rule  would  fail,  and  any  general  rule 
would  fail.  That,  he  said,  was  the  true  state  of 
the  matter;  immediately  upon  the  capture  of 
Washington,  a  general  alarm  wa^  spread  through- 
out the  country,  every  possible  danger  was  ap- 
prehended. Indeed,  the  fears  and  anxiety  of  that 
moment  were  not  confined  within  the  limits  even 
of  possibility.  A  run  upon  the  banks  for  specie 
was  the  consequence.  It  is  not  material  to  in- 
quire why  that  run  was  made;  want  of  confidence 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  it.  Would  the  pro- 
)>osed  bank,  he  asked,  be  more  securely  guarded, 
or  less  exposed  to  similar  difficulties.  Would  it 
uot.  with  a  view  to  the  interest  of  its  stockhold- 
ers, be  governed  by  similar  principles?  Nay, 
was  there  not  a  chance,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, that  it  would,  almost  at  its  outset,  be  in- 
volved in  the  same  difficulties  that  have  thus, 
gradually,  and  by  the  occurrence  of  extraordinary 
circumstances  fallen  upon  the  State  banks? 
Was  It  certain  that  it  would  be  able  to  pay  spe- 
cie? And,  if  it  should  not,  would  it  not  deserve 
a  much  severer  censure,  would  it  not,  with  its 
immense  capita!  and  power,  inflict  upon  the  com- 
munity much  greater  evils  than  the  State  banks 
were  supposed  to  have  occasioned  ?  Would  it 
not  be  infinitely  disgraceful,  that,  professing  to 
pay  specie,  it  should  be  obliged  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  lis  operations  to  dishonor  its  bills, 
to  violate  its  engagements  at  the  moment  of  en- 
tering into  them  ? 

When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  es- 
tablished in  1791,  the  difficulties  experienced,  and 
which  It  was  intended  to  aid  in  removing,  were 
of  an  opposite  character;  the  bank  started  with 
entirely  different  views.  In  1791,  the  object  was 
to  increase  the  active  or  productive  capital  of  the 


country,  which  was  then  deficient;  there  was  not 
a  sufficient  circulation.  The  evil  now  com- 
plained of  IS  an  excess  of  circulation,  and  the 
remedy  is  lo  be  the  same  in  the  one  disease  as  in 
the  other.  The  same  remedy  that  was  employed 
to  increase  a  deficient  circulation  is  to  be  applied 
for  reducing  a  circulation  that  is  said  to  be  exces- 
sive. There  was  a  wide  distinction  between  the 
evils  that  were  then  supposed  to  exist,  and  those 
now  complained  of.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  see 
how  the  surcharged  circulation  is  to  be  removed 
by  throwing  in  the  additional  quantity  of  paper 
that  IS  to  be  issued  by  this  bank. 

The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  went  into 
operation  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars;  it  had  but  ten  millions  of  capital  through 
all  the  period  of  its  existence.  This  capital,  he 
presumed,  was  found  to  be  sufficient.  The  present 
scheme  proposed  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions, 
with  a  power  to  increase  it  to  fifty  millions.  So 
great  an  enlargement  of  capital,  at  so  short  a  dis- 
tance of  time  as  four  years  from  the  expiration  of 
the  former  charter,  imposed  it  as  a  duty  upon 
those  who  advocated  the  bill  lo  show,  distinctly, 
why  so  large  a  capital  was  necessary.  Let  us, 
said  he,  examine  the  data  for  a  moment,  that  have 
been  furnished  by  gentlemen  who  maintain  its 
necessity.  Our  commercial  transactions,  says  one, 
have  increased  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  one 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Money,  says  another,  is  but  of  half 
the  value  it  then  was.  Supposing  both  these 
statements  to  be  correct,  gentlemen  had  entirely 
lost  sight  of  a  most  material  consideration,  which 
ought  to  enter  into  the  estimate,  and  without 
which  their  estimate  could  not  possibly  be  cor- 
rect. In  the  year  1791  there  were  but  three  banks 
in  the  United  States;  iheir  capitals  did  not  alto- 
gether exceed  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  prob- 
ably did  not  amount  to  so  much.  Now,  there 
were  stated  to  be  two  hundred  and  sixiy-two 
banks,  and  their  aggregate  capital  was  said  to  ex- 
ceed eighty  millions  of  dollars.  If.  therefore,  our 
trade  had  increased  in  the  proportion  of  five  lo 
one,  and  money  is  but  half  the  value,  the  bank 
capital  of  the  country  had  increased  in  a  still 
greater  proportion  ;  it  was  probably  at  this  time 
more  than  twenty  limes  as  great  as  it  was  in 
1791.  It  was  perfectly  evident,  upon  the  gentle- 
man's own  grounds,  that,  for  commercial  purpo- 
ses, no  additional  bank  capital  was  necessary, 
much  less  such  an  enormous  capital  as  was  pro- 
posed by  the  bill.  The  amount  of  capital,  indeed, 
was  upon  these  grounds  sufficient  of  itself  to  su- 
persede all  the  State  banks. 

That  such  an  amount  of  capital  was  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  an  uniform  medium 
of  circulation,  or  how  it  was  to  restore  the  depre- 
ciated paper  of  the  country  to  its  value,  gentle- 
men had  equally  failed  to  establish.  They  ought 
to  have  shown  us.  first,  what  amount  of  that  kind 
of  circulation  was  necessary,  and  how  it  was  to 
operate,  then  we  might  endeavor  to  ascertain 
what  amount  a  given  capital  was  capable  of  sup- 
plying. If  he  understood  correctly  the  statement 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
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rted  the  >bill,  be  bad  himself  shown  that  his 
iject  did  ijot  require  so  large  a  capital,  nor  any- 
ing  like  jt.  That  statement  would  show  that 
t  even  tiventy  millions  were  requisite.  The 
'^nks  now:m  existence,  he  stated,  now  draw  an 
\terest  upon  about  one  hundred  and  seventy 
1  .illions,  ol"  which  about  forty  millions  are  in 
ujiblic  !>toclt.  If,  as  he  had  staled,  they  would 
«aw  in  ten  per  cent,  upon  that  amount,  say  sev- 
^iteen  miUions.  or  at  the  utmost  twenty-five 
illions,  which  they  might  do  by  a  sale  of  their 
?ock.  their  pwper  would  recover  a  par  (specie) 
il^lue.  Without  entering  at  all  into  an  exami- 
ation  of  t\w  correctness  of  this  statement,  either 
tn  the  matter  of  fact  or  the  hypothesis,  it  was 
ifficient  to  remark  that  in  substance  it  amounted 
this:  Tlie  excess  of  circulation,  which 'has 
used  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  is  some 
here  between  seventeen  and  twenty-five  mil- 
ns.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  S.,  admit  this  to  be  true, 
n  it  then  \vc  necessary,  in  order  to  effect  a  reduc- 
on  to  that  extent  of  between  seventeen  and 
enty-fivelrnillions,  can  it  be  necessary  to  put 
operatio4ua  bank  of  thirty-five  millions  ?  It 
ould.  of  cjftirse,  be  governed  by  the  same  com- 
ifercial  in^i;inct  that  had  been  ascribed  to  the 
yiher  bank3;  it  would  extend  its  businei^s  for  the 
iuposes  of  profit,  and  would  endeavor  to  create 
•J  circulatiq^j  in   the  same  proportion  to  its  capi- 

fl.  How  v'as  the  circulation,  thus  to  be  created, 
operate  ?  It  must,  he  said,  either  displace  the 
Circulation  iof  the  existing  banks,  to  a  much 
i^ealer  ext^at  than  was  supposed  by  the  stale- 
r  lent  to  be  iiecessary,  or  it  must  be  added  to  that 
^  rculation,'und  in  either  way  it  would  be  inju- 
t  ous.  In  t|ie  one  case,  its  effect  upon  the  State 
r  ink^  was  loo  evident  to  require  elucidation — in 
i  le  other,  lit  would  only  aggravate  existing  evils 
increasiBi  the  supposed  excess. 
He  repeai»»d,  there  was  nothing  in  the  bill  to 
ve  this  bc^ii'k  from  the  same  extremity  of  diffi- 
ilty — from  bankruptcy,  if  gentlemen  choose  so 
term  it.  which  the  existing  banks  had  endured. 
e  did  not  iliean,  however,  to  join  in  unqualified 
nsure  of  che  State  banks,  much  less  did  he 
ean  to  cmisure  them  for  the  loans  which  the 
governments  and  the  public  sentiment  had  in 
.^rae  instai»(ies  urged  them  to  make,  to  a  greater 
VtPDt,  perhaips,  than  they  ought  to  have  done, 
d  which  (|Ught  not  to  be  indiscrimately  attn- 
led  to  intfrest  and  cupidity.  Neither  would 
insist  uj>«}n  their  adopting,  at  once,  measures 
jurious  to  themselves,  and  to  all  who  were  in 
iiy  way  ccsLcerned  with  them.  These  institu- 
tions had  ^*come  connected,  very  extensively. 
'  ith  the  business  and  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. There  could  be  no  pressure  upon  them. 
5at  would  ^ot  press  with  still  greater  severity 
^on  the  pecjile  in  a  great  variety  of  ways.    Give 

Jem  a  reasonable  time,  he  said,  if  they  will  not 


!^ 


lake  a  faii-  effort,  then  coerce  ihera.     But  he 


J  IS  exirerafiy  unwilling  to  resort  to  a  very  doubt- 

me  evi 


*11  experiment,  which,  if  it  did   not  succeed   as 
^u  wished;  would  have  a  tendency  to  aggravate 


3 


If  the   Si^te   banks   deserved  to  be   charged 


with  baring  riolated  their  engagements,  how 
did  the  Government  stand  in  that  respect?  Let 
the  Government  set  the  example  of  redeeming 
its  plighted  faith.  Was  the  public  creditor  in 
Philadelphia  paid  his  interest  during  the  war 
in  gold  and  silver?  No.  In  the  notes  even  of 
the  banks  in  Philadelphia  ?  It  was  a  notorious 
fact,  that  one  quarter's  interest,  he  believed,  that 
which  accrued  the  first  of  January,  1815,  was 
paid,  in  part,  in  Baltimore  paper,  which  at  that 
very  time  was  depreciated  five  or  six  per  cent, 
below  the  paper  of  Philadelphia.  Should  it  be 
said  the  Government  could  not  procure  gold 
and  silver?  Neither  could  the  banks  procure  it. 
Should  it  be  said,  the  Government  could  not  pro- 
cure Philadelphia  paper  ?  They  might  have  ob- 
tained It  by  paying,  as  they  ought  to  have  done, 
the  difference  in  value  between  the  Baltimore 
paper  and  the  Philadelphia  paper.  But  they  did 
not  do  so.  They  threw  the  loss  arising  from  the 
difference  upon  the  public  creditor  in  Philadelphia, 
and  a  part  of  the  loss  fell  upon  the  banks  in  Phil- 
adelphia, who  were  the  holders  of  public  debt. 
When  we  are  considering  the  conduct  of  the 
banks,  said  he,  we  ought  also  to  consider  whether 
justice  has  been  done  to  them.  But.  further,  did 
not  the  Government  in  that  transaction,  assist  in 
producing  the  excessive  issue  of  paper  now  com- 
plained of,  by  forcing  the  depreciated  Baltimore 
notes  upon  the  creditors  in  Philadelphia  7  Could 
they  be  ignorant,  that  paper  which  required  to 
be  so  forced,  must  be  excessive?  With  such  an  ex- 
ample of  the  Government,  countenancing  and 
assisting  excessive  issues,  it  would  not  have  been 
at  all  surprising  if  the  banks  had  even  gone  much 
further  than  they  did  go. 

With  regard  to  the  present  times,  he  said,  it 
appeared  to  him  the  Treasury  had  the  complete 
command  of  payments.  Let  the  Treasury  begin 
the  work,  and  the  payment  to  the  public  creditor 
go  hand  in  hand  with  the  demand  upon  the  public 
debtors.  It  cannot  be  done  at  once,  but  if  the 
Government  had  the  power,  by  the  use  of  means 
so  simple,  to  restore  uniformity,  how  much  bet- 
ter and  safer  would  it  be  to  employ  that  power, 
than  to  put  in  operation  the  great  machine  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  which,  once  in  motion, 
would  be  beyond  their  control,  whatever  might 
be  its  effects. 

He  did  not,  he  said,  feel  inclined  to  grope  in 
the  dark  upon  a  measure  of  so  much  magnitude, 
and  so  doubtful  a  nature.  He  could  not  consent 
to  commit  such  important  interests  upon  the  issue 
of  a  mere  experiment,  especially  when  he  saw, 
that  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  bringing  about 
the  payment  of  specie,  it  proposed  to  throw  into 
circulation  a  large  quantity  of  paper,  which  he 
perceived  from  the  staieof  existing  establishments, 
formed  and  conducted  upon  the  same  principles, 
and  possessing  the  same  materials,  could  not  be 
redeemed  with  specie;  and  when,  of  course,  he 
was  warranted  in  believing  that  under  similar 
circumstances,  if  they  should  again  occur,  it  must 
be  involved  in  precisely  the  same  difficulties. 

There  was  another  point  about  which,  he  said, 
there   ought    to   be   an   explicit   understanding. 
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Was  this  to  be  a  commercial  bank,  or  a  Govern- 
ment bank  ?  He  did  not  intend  at  present  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  the  Government's  interfer- 
ence in  the  management  of  the  bank  by  appoint- 
ing directors  and  president;  but  he  could  con- 
ceive no  reason  why  the  Government  should 
become  a  partner  in  any  such  scheme. 

If  there  was  to  be  a  bank  at  all,  it  was  necessary 
first  to  decide,  whether  it  is  to  be  a  specie  bank. 
or  a  paper  bank.     If  it  is  to  be  a  specie  bank,  he 
could   not  consent  to  any  bill  for  that   purpose, 
unless    it   contained    such    provisions   as   would 
afford  a  reasonable  certainty  that  it  would  at  all 
times  be  able  to  pay  specie ;  not  a  mere  bank  of 
deposite,  for  at  this  lime  of  day  we  could  not  ex- 
pect men  to  embark  in  anything  so  limited  and 
unproductive  ;  but  if  it  is  to  commence  its  opera- 
tions as  a  specie  bank,  and  afterwards  be  obliged 
to  suspend  the  payment  of  specie,  when  its  notes 
shall  have  gone  extensively  into  circulation,  it 
will    produce    in   a  still    greater  degree   all   the 
consequences,  so  strongly  described,  which  have 
followed  the  suspension  by  the  State  institutions. 
I  should   very  much   prefer  a  plan  more  simple 
and  intelligible.     The  basis  of  it  should  be,  that 
the  bank  should  enter  into  no  engagements  which 
there  was  a  doubt  of  its  ability  to  fulfil.     A  bank 
note  in  its  usual  form,  imports  an  engagement  to 
pay  specie,  and  if  the    bank  cannot   or  will  not 
pay  specie  for  it  when  demanded,  the  contract  is 
violated.      The   bank  should,   therefore,   be  pro- 
hibited  from    issuing   such    notes   to   a   greater 
amount  than  it  actually  possessed  specie  to  pay. 
There  should  be  no  risk  of  breaking  its  faith.     If 
It   had   but  five  millions  of  specie,  notes  should 
not    be   issued    to  a  greater   amount.     But   if  a 
larger  quantity  of  paper  were  necessary,  it  should 
be  of  a  different  form  and  character,  importing 
upon   the  face  of  it   no  engagement   to  pay  in 
specie  ;  certificates  of  credit,  for  instance,  receiv- 
aole  in  payments  to  the   bank  and  the  Govern- 
ment;  their   final   redemption   secured   by  stock, 
or  whatever  else  might  be  deemed   an  adequate 
security.     Such  paper,  if  it  went  into  circulation, 
would  go  into  circulation  fairly,  and  with  a  per- 
fect understanding  of   its  nature.     There  would 
be  no  mistake  about  it,  nor  any  danger  of  its  dis- 
honor.     Every  engagement  would    be  complied 
with.     Prior  to  the  month  of  August  1S14,  it  was 
not  supposed  that  the  banks  had   not   been  con- 
ducted  with    prudence,  according    to  the  usual 
rules  of  banking;    there  was   no  depreciation  of 
their  paper  ;   their  notes   were   in   the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  the  terms  specie  notes.     The  very 
instant,  however,  a  state  of  things  arose  to  create 
alarm,  or  when,  from  whatever  cause,  their  notes 
came  in  upon  them    in   unusual  quantities,  they 
were  unable  to  proceed  in  specie  payments.    This 
bank  being  put  in  operation  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples, must  run  the  same  course,  unle^^s  its  man- 
agers should  practice  a  degree  of  self-denial  with- 
out example,  and  which  it  would   be  vain  to  ex- 
pect.    In  every  point  of  view,  it  appear'*  to  me. 
that  if  this  bill  is   to  pass,  the   capital  of   twenty 
millions  will  be  amply  sufficient  for  every  purpose 
which  the  supporters  of  it  have  in  view. 


Mr.  Ratidolph  rose  to  ask  two  questions ;  one, 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  the  other 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  First,  how  the 
paper  to  be  created  by  this  bank  will  correct  the 
vitiated  slate  of  our  currency  ?  and.  secondly,  how 
bank  notes  can  answer  the  purposes  of  a  circu- 
lating medium  better  than  Treasury  notes? 
Though  no  stickler  for  Treasury  notes,  Mr.  R. 
intimated  his  opinion  that  they  were,  in  time  of 
peace,  a  belter  substitute  for  gold  and  silver  than 
any  paper  he  had  heard  yet  submitted.  Mr.  R. 
added  some  incidental  observations,  amongst 
which  was  ihe  remark,  that  he  was  sorry  lo  see 
the  apathy,  the  lisilessoess,  on  this  subject;  on  a 
question  which,  if  it  passed,  would  perhaps  be 
the  most  important  decided  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Constitution;  and  that,  though  he 
agreed  fully  as  to  the  extent  of  the  existing  evil, 
the  remedy  had  been  totally  mistaken,  dec. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  in  reply,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  and  himself  only  differed  in 
premises,  not  in  their  conclusions;  and  then  an- 
swered, at  some  length,  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Sergeant.  Banks,  to  obtain  a  fair  profit,  he  said, 
must  discount  to  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the 
amount  of  their  capital;  but  he  would  be  willing 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  issue  paper  to  an 
amount  beyond  one-half  their  capital.  He  had 
slated  that  the  banks  of  Columbia,  at  this  time, 
had  not  more  than  two-fifths  of  their  capital  paid 
out  in  notes,  and  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  at  no  period,  had  out  more  than  ten  mil- 
lions of  notes  ;  and  this  bank,  unless  it  should  sell 
its  slock,  could  only  do  business  to  the  extent  of 
the  cash  in  its  vaults.  Mr.  S.  protested  against 
the  attempt  at  dexterity  which  was  imnuted  lo 
him  by  Mr.  Ranoolph.  He  had  distinctly  staled 
his  opinions,  and  argued  fairly  ;  he  had  asserted 
that  the  notes  of  this  bank  would  be  everywhere 
better  than  Treasury  notes  ;  but  it  was  on  the 
presumption  that  the  bank  would  redeem  its  is- 
sues wilh  specie  ;  and  he  repealed,  that  if  the  bank 
be  compelled  to  pay  specie  in  a  short  time,  as  he 
was  sure  it  would,  then  its  notes  would  be  greatly 
preferable  to  Treasury  notes,  whether  at  Boston 
or  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Waro,  of  Massachusetts,  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  prevail.  He  acknowledged  that,  in 
the  progressive  slate  of  this  couolrv.  it  was  npt 
very  important  whether  the  capital  was  thirty- 
five  or  twenty  millions;  the  latur  amount  could 
be  used  wilh  nearly  as  much  effect  for  any  mis- 
chievous purpose  as  the  former ;  that  sum  would 
be  quite  sufficient  to  influence  ihe  destinies  of 
this  nation.  But  he  preferred  the  smaller  sum. 
because  he  believed  that  amounl  large  enough  for 
every  commercial  purpose.  During  the  exist- 
ence of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  a  pe- 
riod of  very  great  comn)ercial  activity,  that  in- 
slilution  answered  all  the  demands  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  he  was  confident  that  twenty  millions 
now,  in  addition  to  the  local  capital,  was  enough. 
Mr.  W.  defended  ihe  Boston  banks  from  the 
charge  of  deception,  in  promising  to  pay  specie 
without  doing  so.  They  had  not.  he  said,  broken 
their  faith  to  the  public,  and  any  man  could  there 
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'i|bta in  specif  whenerer  he  presented  one  of  their 
||3tes  for  pajrmeDt.     If  this  bank  is  lo  pay  specie, 


>id  Mr.  W.'  I  admit  that  it  will  be  very  useful, 
Sit  if  it  doys  not,  its  notes  will  be  much  below 
\ie  value  ofjTreasury  notes,  and  will  not  answer 
Jiiy  good  purpose.  He  quoted  the  price  of  Treas- 
Ipry  notes  atvdiffereot  places, and  detailed  the  rea- 
Jbns  for  iheii^  unequal  value;  and  such,  he  said. 
Would  be  th*  condrtion  of  the  notes  of  a  National 
Jank,  unles^boiioined  and  conducted  on  a  specie 
|Mpita'-  Tiijexpecc  a  paper  of  unequal  value  to 
^swer  tlie  jiurposes  of  a  general  medium,  would 
^  as  bad.  ht|said,  as  to  expect  pieces  of  cloth  of 
Q^flerent  lengths  lo  cover  an  equal  space  of  ground 
V»  every  part  of  the  country.     Mr.  W.  believed 

tat  nothiQgjbut  mismanagement  had  caused  the 
equality  it^  the  value  of  Treasury  notes.  These 
^otes  were  <C common  paper,  emanating  from  the 
^ustees  of  fhe  people,  to  whom  all  the  people 
JJ^ere  more  c*  less  indebted,  and  this  paper  could 
jptily  have  bein  depreciated  by  misconduct ;  which 
E)inion  he  ejitered  into  some  details  to  prove, 
g  This  banV*.  It  was  asserted,  would  remedy  the 
Jreat  evil  n>w  existing  in  our  depreciated  cur- 
^^ncy.  If  ijie  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
^mith)  wer%  to  lay  down  before  him  a  machine, 
^d  tell  hiXi  It  would  Hy,  the  gentleman  would 
prdon  him  for  saying  he  could  bot  credit  it.  until 
'  showed  sjime  means  which  would  enable  it  to 
so.  So  It  was,  he  said,  with  the  bank  now 
lader  consh«eration.  He  deprecated  the  present 
)ate  of  thing's  as  much  as  any  one.  and  hoped  an 
Jlequate  ref^iedy  would  be  provided.  The  Uni- 
'fd  States,  h|>  said,  lost  at  present,  by  the  depre- 
lated  currency,  more  per  annum  than  the  whole 
Fnount  denied  from  the  direct  tax  in  the  large 
Itate  of  Ma^ryland.  Such  an  evil  called  loudly 
_*>r  a  rerae(fy,  and  he  hoped  one  would  be  ap- 
Blied  ;  but  a  ^ank  on  the  plan  now  proposed  would 
isappoint  i^t  advocates,  and  fail  to  cure  the  evil. 
I'hat  this  cure  would  be  complete  he  did  not, 
)wever,  expect  from  any  plan — some  inconve- 
nience woald  attend  any  remedy;  it  was  to  be 
^tpected,  like  the  amputation  of  a  limb  to  pre- 
frve  life.  In  reply  to  an  assertion  made  in  the 
jurse  of  tUc  debate,  Mr.  W.  denied  that  the  banks 
^ad  loaned'the  Government  from  any  other  mo- 
Ives  than  i»»ose  of  gain.  Their  turn  had  been 
^rved,  he  jaid,  and  in  devising  the  plan  of  a 
national  Bar^k  he  should  not  be  influenced  by  any 
|rong  regard  for  their  interest.  But  the  present 
uestion  wjys  on  reducing  the  amount  of  capital; 
'nd  he  coi^cluded  by  saying  that,  as  the  larger 
im  would'increase  the  means  of  doint^  mischief 
id  the  sraUler  would  be  sufficient  for  every  use- 
j1  purpose"  he  should  vote  to  reduce  it  to  twenty 
liillions. 

t.Mr.  Wri'.ht  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 
nendmenr.^  In  former  times  a  capital  of  ten 
illions  wa?  found  necessary,  and  the  increased 
I'mands  of '.he  country  would  certainly  require 
,  3W  the  atuount  proposed  by  the  bill.  He  de- 
fined givii,o  at  present,  he  said,  any  opinion  on 
le  measur»>  itself;  but  if  a  bank  was  to  be  cre- 
i.  it  ought  not  to  be  less  than  thirty-five  mil- 
jons. 


Mr.  TocKER  said,  that,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  he  would  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  pro- 
priety of  rejecting  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  and  of  retaining  the 
amount  of  capital  which  formed  a  constituent 
part  of  the  plan  of  the  committee  that  reported 
the  bill.  He  would  not  enter  int  >  the  general 
question  at  this  time;  he  would  waive  all  inqui- 
ries, for  the  present,  into  the  constitutionality  of 
the  scheme,  and  into  the  policy  of  establishing  an 
institution  such  as  was  in  contemplation.  By  the 
amendment  proposed,  he  considered  it  to  be  ad- 
mitted that  a  bank  was  necessary,  and  that  a  con- 
siderable capital  would  be  required  to  effect  the 
important,  the  essential  purposes  which  had  in- 
duced the  Committee  of  Finance  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  measure  of  so  much  magnitude  for  their 
adoption.  The  question  immediately  before  the 
House,  and  to  which  he  should  therefore  strictly 
confine  himself,  is  not  whether  this  institution 
shall  be  erected,  but  whether  the  capital  proposed 
be  too  great  to  accomplish  its  object. 

In   this  inquiry,  said  Mr.  T..  I  shall  not  dwell 
upon  the  danger  of  the  bank  as  a  great  political 
engine,  because  I  am  inclined  to  believe  with  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that,  in  this 
point  of  view,  there  is  very    little  difference  be- 
tween a  bank  with  a  capital  of  twenty  millions, 
and   one   with  a  capital   of  thirty-five   millions. 
If  the  bank  can  be  used,  and  shall  be  used  as  an 
engine  of  oppression,  the  smaller  sum  would  have 
little  to  recommend  it  in  preference  to  the  larger. 
We    should    scarcely   discern   the   difference  be- 
tween the  pressure  of  the  two,  distributed,  as  the 
capital  miist  be,  through  all  the  States  of  tiie  con- 
tinent.    If,  then,  gentlemen  are  averse  to  a  bank 
with  thirty-five  millions  of  capital,  because  they 
conceive  it  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try, are  they  serious  in  declaring  that  they  are  in 
favor  of  such   an    institution    with  a  capital   of 
twenty  millions?     Have  they  shown  any  reason 
for  the  opinion  that  the  latter   will  not  be  inju- 
rious, if  the  former  will  prove  destructive  ;  or  are 
we  to  understand  the  proposition  as  indicative  of 
a  disposition  hostile  to  the  institution  altogether, 
and  not  merely  hostile  to  the  bill  before  you,  be- 
cause of  the  exorbitant  capital  proposed  ?    I  hope 
not.     Gentlemen  assure  us  that  they  are  favora- 
ble to  the  establishment  of  a  bank   with   such  a 
capital,  and  on  such  principles  as  are  consistent 
with   the  general   welfare,  and  I  am  willing  to 
place  all  prof)er  confidence  in  their  sincerity.     I 
must  suppose,  therefore,  that  they  rest  their  ob- 
jections ti)  the  amount  of  the  capital  on  other 
grounds  than  that  which  has  been  suggested,  since 
that  would  be  equally  fatal  to  every  such  institu- 
tion, whose  capital  was  at  all  calculated  to  effect 
the  ends  of  the  establishment. 

The  question  as  to  the  proper  extent  of  the  cap- 
ital, must  mainly  depend  on  the  result  of  an  in- 
quiry as  to  the  probability  of  a  bank  of  thirty-five 
millions  carrying  on  its  business  profitably  to  the 
stockholders.  If  the  proposed  bank  can  readily 
find  employment  for  the  whole  of  the  proposed 
capital,  there  can  be  no  reason  for  diminishing  it, 
with  a  view  to  the  profits   of  those  concerned. 
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That  such  will  be  the  case  must  readily  be  ad- 1  sume,  of  about  seven  millions.  Do  not  these 
mitted,  when  we  refer  to  acknowledged  facts,  and  things  prove  that  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  pro- 
apply  them  to  the  situation  m  which  this  insti-  i  fit;  and  that,  however  we  may  differ  a^  to  the 
tution  will  be  placed.  Of  the  amount  of  thirty-  '  policy  of  increasing  those  establishments,  there  is 
five  millions,  twenty-eight  millions  will  consist  I  no  ground  for  supposing  they  will  find  difficulty 
of  United  States'  stock,  carrying  an  interest  of'  in  employing  liieir  capital?  If  so,  I  think  we 
SIX  per  cent.,  and  thus,  of  itself,  affording  employ-  may  reasonably  suppose  that  the  Bank  of  the 
men  t  for  so  much  of  the  capital;  the  residue  of  :  United  States  (of  whose  capital  twenty-eight 
seven  millions,  distributed  throughout  the  Union.  '  millions  will  be  at  once  actively  employed)  can 
cannot  fail  to  find  employment.  Facts  wiihia  readily  find  occupation  for  the  residue. 
our  knowledge  furnish  the  best  test  on  this  sub-  j  Another  important  subject  of  inquiry,  in  rela- 
ject.  We  have  been  tohl,  in  the  course  of  the  de-  '  tiou  to  the  extent  ol  the  capital  of  the  proposed 
bale,  that  when  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  ,  bank,  is  connected  with  a  supposed  probable  in- 
was  established,  there  was  only  one  other  bank  in  i  crease  of  the  circulating  medium,  or  of  the  bank 
existence  whose  capital  did  not  exceed  5400,000.    notes  in  circulation.     It  has  been  contended   by 


Since  that  time  the  number  of  banks  has  increased 
to  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  bank 
capital  to  more  than  eighty-two  millions.  Does 
not  this  fact  prove  the  readioes-.  v/ith  which  bink 
capital  can  find  employment  among  us?     Does 


the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant.) that  the  establishment  of  this  bank  would 
increase,  instead  of  diminishing,  the  evil  which 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  has 
so  ably  inveighed  against.     That  evil  is  the  sur- 


it  not  prove  that,  in  this  new  country,  which  is    charged   state  of  the  circulation  ;  and  the   idea 


every  day  opening  to  the  population  new  occupa- 
tions for  capital — in  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures — there  is  no  difficulty  m  disposing 
of  real  or  fictitious  capital,  in  stimulating  the  ac- 
tive industry  of  the  nation  ?     Is  it  not,  indeed,  in 


seems  to  have  been  entertained,  that  the  issues  oi 


further  "surcharge 


the  United  States  Bank  will 
it." 

If  this  argument  be  correct,  it  would  be  fatal 
to  a  bank  of  twenty  millions ;  nay,  to  every  bank 


strict  conformity  with  the  doctrines  of  all  politi-  that  can  now  be  established.  Will  the  gentleman 
cal  economists,  and  with  the  experience  of  every  then  urge  it,  when  he  professes  his  friendly  dis- 
practical  man,  that,  in  all  new  and  growing  coun-  position  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  with  a 
tries,  the  great  difficulty  is  not  to  find  employ-  smaller  capital?  It  is,  however,  I  conceive,  an 
meni  for  capital,  but  to  supply  the  demand  for  it?  \  argument  at  variance  with  acknowledged  facts 


Is  not  our  comparatively  hign  interest  itself  an 
evidence  that,  notwithstanding  the  immense  in- 
crease of  capital,  the  demand  has  kept  pace  with 
the  increase  ?  If.  as  has  been  justly  contended, 
the  rate  of  interest  is  governed  oy  the  proportion 


It  is  not  true,  that  a  superabundant  paper  medium 
can  be  forced  into  circulation,  so  long  as  specie 
redemptions  are  preserved.  Bank  notes  cannot 
go  ou'.  unless  they  are  wanted,  so  long  as  the 
banks  redeem  them   when  demanded.     It  is  an 


between  the  demand  for  capital  and  the  supply,    aphorism  among  political  economists,  that  it  is 


the  rate  of  interest  here  proves  that  capital  has 
not  yet  equalled  that  proportion  to  the  demand 
which  exists  in  other  countries.  The  argument, 
then,  which  has  been  advanced  in  debate,  that 
we  cannot  require  so  large  a  capital,  because  that 
of  Great  Britain  is  not  as  great,  is  not  entitled  to 
much  consideration,  for  the  reasons  I  have  men- 
tioned. New  countries  always  require  a  greater 
capital,  in  proportion  to  their  actual  wealth  and 


impossible  to  surcharge  the  circulation  whilst 
specie  IS  the  basis  of  that  circulation.  The  truth 
is  self-evident,  and  has  been  happily  illustrated 
by  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations, 
who  has  remarked,  that  the  channel  of  circula- 
tion can  only  contain  a  certain  quantity,  and  if 
more  be  attempted  to  be  poured  into  it.  it  will 
flow  back  upon  its  source.  I  am  ready  to  admit, 
that  unlimited  and  blind  confidence  in  banking 


population,  than  old  ones,  because  the  field  for  its  '  institutions  may  sometimes  enable  them  to  over- 
employment isalways  moreexleaded  in  tneformer  deal;  but  I  need  not  stop  to  show  that  no  such 
than  in  the  latter.  And  if  the  question  as  to  the  1  blind  confidence  now  exists,  or  is  likely  to  pre- 
expediency  of  establishing  new  banks,  depended     vail. 

only  on  the  probability  ol  llieir  finding  employ-  The  danger  of  a  surcharged  circulation,  when 
ment  lor  their  capital,  none  could  doubt  the  pro-  specie  redemption  shall  have  been  resumed,  seems 
priety  of  the  measure.     We  have,  indeed,  on  this    then  to  be  visionary.     The  Bank  oi  the  United 


subject,  a  test  which  rarely  errs.  Mercantile  men 
are  aware  that  additional  capital  can  be  employed 
m  banking,  with  great  advantage  to  the  bankers. 
They  form  a  class  of  our  population  which  is  pro- 
verbially said  to  understand  its  pecuniary  inter- 
ests, and  to  make  accurate  calculations  of  profit. 
These  and  others  are  everywhere  engaged  in  the 
effort  to  establish  new  banks.  In  New  York,  as 
I  have  understood,  it  is  contemplated  to  put  into 
activity  an   additional   bank  capital  of  fourteen 


States  will  either  be  unable  to  send  its  notes  into 
circulation,  or  it  will  drive  in  a  part  of  the  notes 
of  the  State  banks.  That  t.ne  former  will  not  be 
difficult,  every  day's  experience  demonstrates. 
Every  bank  that  is  established,  soon  finds  means 
to  push  out  as  much  paper  as  its  business  requires. 
Why,  therefore,  should  we  believe  for  a  moment, 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  paper- 
will  be  desirable  for  so  many  reasons,  will  find 
that  an   insuperable  b.irrier,  which  is  so  easily 


millions.     In  the  State  which  1  have  the  honor    surmounted  by  others?     If,  as  has  been  shown 

10  represent,  efforts  have  been  lately  made  to  es-  ;  it  can  lend  its  capital,  its  borrowers  will  circulate 

tablish  fifteen  new  banks,  with  a  capital.  I  pre-  i  its  paper,  and  the  natural  effect  will  be  to  dimiD- 
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JD  proportion  to  the  circulation  of  the  paper    of  the  payment  of  specie  through  the   operation 

the  St  ate,  banks.     But  this  effect  will  be  pro-    of  the  United   States  Bank,  which  will   correct 

ced  without  an  injury  to  them.     It  is  an  error  |  them.     If  this  bank  were  to  go  into  operation  on 

suppose  tf»at  the  business  of  a  bank  is  always  ;  any  other  than  a  specie  basis,  the  issue  of  its  notes 

?asured  by  the  quantity  of  its  paper  in  circula-  '  would   not  affect   the  profits  of  the  State  banks. 

It  is  not  then  the  competition  of  their  notes  for 
the  circulation,  but  the  necessity  of  specie  pay- 
ments that  will  compel  them  to  curtail  their  dis- 
counts and  reduce  their  profits.  This  is  as  it 
should  be;  the  effect  upon  the  State  banks  will 
be  wholesome  and  salutary.  Whilst  the  profits 
of  some  are  reduced,  those  of  others  will   be  en- 


jn.  It  rari»ly  happens  that  any  bank  has  notes 
|>^circulatiu(i  equal  to  the  amount  of  its  actual  ' 
l^pital;  and;,  it  is  notorious,  that  they  sometimes  I 
Hfaw  interest  upon  twice  the  amount  of  the  paper 
ypiich  they  fiave  afloat.  Having  risen,  without 
Reparation,  merely  to  reply  to  some  of  the  argu- 
ments that  have  been   used   by  gentlemen,  I  am 


unprovided  .^ith  the  estimaie  lately  published  of  i  creased  by  the  operation  of  a  National  Bank  upon 
^  state  of  .the  Philadelphia  banks.     If  I  am  not    the  national  currency.     Whilst  some  must  cur- 
~  K>taken,  tlji'  amount  of  notes  discounted,  Gov- 
nment  stoik,  dtc,  on  which  they  drew  interest, 
s  nearly^hre^  limes  as  great  as   their   notes 
circulaii-nn.'^I   have  before    me  a  statement 
the    bai.ks    of    this    District,    whose 


issues 
ive    been    generally    deemed    more    excessive 
m  those  oK  any  other  place.     From  this  I  find, 
at  whilst  their  actual  capital  somewhat  exceeds 
,8  sum  of  §;3,000,000,  their  notes  in  circulation 
only  S2i;094,0OO ;  and  whilst  the  same  insti- 
itions   have  lent   out   in   discounted   notes  and 
bvernmen;  stock  S6,280,000,  their  notes  in  cir- 
ilation  have  not  exceeded  §2,095,000;  which  is 
»ou[  one-third  of  the  sum  on   which  they  are 
1^  aking  a  ptofit.     Here,  then,  we  have  decisive 


tail  their  business,  to  meet  the  demands  of  specie, 
others,  which  are  now  restrained,  because  specie 
redemption  is  confined  to  themselves,  will  be  once 
more  enabled  to  enlarge  their  business  to  its  ac- 
customed extent.  Gentlemen  from  the  Eastern 
Stales,  I  should  imagine,  are  therefore  peculiarly 
interested  in  the  measure,  because  it  is  so  emi- 
nently calculated  to  reproduce  that  equalization 
of  profits  among  the  banks  which  has  for  some 
lime  been  suspended,  much  to  their  disadvantage. 
It  will  be  observed  that  I  have  throughout  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  idea  that  this  bank  is  always  to 
redeem  its  paper  with  specie.  A  specie  basis  is 
the  only  true  foundation  of  all  banking.  Any 
other  will    be    found    delusive    and    destructive. 


aidence  of  what  every  man  at  all  acquainted  '  The  committee  therefore  had  taken  a  precaution 
th  banking  transactions  must  know,  that  the  which  seemed  to  have  escaped  the  observation  of 
;  ofils  of  baifks  cannot  fairly  be  measured  by  the  !  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
%  iiount  of  liieir  notes  in  circulation.  The  same  j  okant.)  That  gentleman  has  asked  what  greater 
Atement  fiirnishes  still  more  decisive  evidence,  i  security  we  have  for  the  payment  of  specie  by 
t.rbile  the  liank  of  Columbia  has  lent  to  Gov-  this  bank  than  by  others?  1  answer,  that  it  is  a 
iMjomenl  and^to  individuals  much  more  than  twice  condition  of  their  charter.  It  is  expressly  pro- 
k^e  amount  -^f  their  capital,  to  wit.  about  $1,900,-  !  vided  by  that  charter  that  they  shall  not  at  any 
^  .0,  It  has  irf  circulation  only  8336800,  or  about  j  time  suspend  specie  payments  without  authority 

so  to  do.  If  they  do,  their  charter  is  violated— it 
is  void.  For  my  own  part,  as  a  member  of  the 
commiltee  who  reported  ihis  bill.  I  was  disposed 
'•  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  and  take  a  bond 
of  fate,"  by  an  express  provision  that  the  charter 

. , ^  should  be  void  if  they  suspended  specie  payment. 

hich  it  is  ^Jvidenl  that  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  Professional  gentlemen,  however,  on  the  commit- 
hilsi  it  ha-  the  smallest  amount  in  circulation,  tee,  and  among  others,  if  1  mistake  not,  the  able 
s  proporti^.nably  the  largest  capital  at  interest,  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hopkinson.) 
d  IS,  of  cojrse,  making  the  largest  profit.  believed    such  a  clause  unimportant,  because  it 

These  statements,  are  furnished,  not  as  afford-    was  necessarily  implied  in  the  condition  attached 
a  lest  of  ihe  comparaiive  merits  of  these  insii-     to  the  charter  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill.     It  is 

then  an  essential  part  of  the  system  that  the  bank 
should  redeem  its  notes  in  specie.     I  would  never 


le-sixth  of  jhe  amount  of  its  loans ;  whereas  the 
Jnion  Ban*,  for  instance,  has  lent  to  Govcrn- 
lenc  and  inlJividuals  much  less  than  twice  the 
lount  of  i»s  capital,  lo  wit,  only  $736,900,  and 
is  in  circulation  more  than  S427.000,  largely 
iwardsof  Uie-half  ihe amount  of  its  loans;  from 


tions,  but  merely  to  establish  what  I  think  they 
*  lequivocaily  prove,  that  the  profits  of  banks  bear 
}'p  direct  ratio  (o  the  amount  of  their  notes  in 
'  rculalion,  and    that   it  is  not  fair  lo  conclude 

at  the  United  States  Bank  will  injure  the  State 

nks  generally,  by  reducing  the  amount  of  their 

cuiaiing  reaper. 
•jt  I  must  no.,  however,  be  understood  lo  contend 
Jat  the  establishment  of  the  United  Stales  Bank, 
|«  its  effectsJare  to  re-esiablish  the  specie  basis  for 
Mir  circulation,  will  not  reduce  the  profits  of  any 
j^  the  bankk.  It  doubtless  will  anJ  ought  to  re- 
^^ce  Ihe  prijfits  of  those  which  have  over  dealt, 
■hose  profjls  have  been  too  large  just  so  far  as 
He  banks  have  been  guilty  of  overdealing.  They 
Bight  lo  be  corrected,  but  it  will  be  the  resuming 

i        ■' 

v.* 


give  my  vote  to  any  bank  of  another  character. 
We  have  then  in  this  bank  an  assurance  of  spe- 
cie payment  not  afforded  by  others,  except  per- 
bap>  by  those  of  the  Eastern  Slates.  Of  this 
much  we  are  assured,  that  as  soon  as  it  ceases  to 
be  a  specie  bank,  it  ceases  to  exist,  so  that  we  are 
in  no  danger  of  encountering  the  evil  which  the 
gentleman  appears  to  apprehend. 

But  ihe  same  gentleman  appears  to  suppose 
thai  the  contemplated  bank  will  be  enabled  to 
pay  specie  because  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing its  capital  in  specie  and  United  States  stock, 
in  equal  proportions  with  those  proposed  by  this 
bill,  finds  Itself  without  the  power  of  meeting  its 
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engmgenaeDts.     I  eanaot  admit  the  analogy  con- 
tended  for.     Though  the  proportion  of  specie  to 
stork  may  be  the  same,  yet  the  amount  of  specie 
capital  in  this  bank  will  be  so  much  greater  as  to 
add  to  ils  capacity  to  keep  its  notes  in  circulation. 
But  this  is  not  the  only  reason.     The  Bink  of 
Pennsylvania    has  already  in  circulation  a  vast 
deal  of  paper,  with  only  a  small  amount  of  specie 
in  their  vaults.     Were  they  to  commence  specie 
payments,  their   notes  would    return   upon    them 
for  payment,  to  the  imminent  danger  of  the  bank, 
unless  they  should   previou>ly  adopt  the  precau- 
tionary measures  in  their  power.     But  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  when  it  goes  into  operation, 
will  have  its  $1,400,000  of  specie,  without  a  noie 
in  circulation.     In  issuin;,'  their  paper  they  will 
be  governed  by  circumstances,  and   should  it  re- 
turn upon   them   too  rapidly  for  specie  they  will 
at  once  lessen  the  quantity  thrown   into  circula-  \ 
lion.     There   is  then   all   the  difference  between  i 
the  situation  of  the  two  banks  that   may  reason- 
ably be  expected    between  two  concerns,  one  of 
which   IS  just  commencing  business,  while   ihe 
other  is  deeply  involved,  and  supposed  to  be  un- 
able 10   meet   the  just   demands  of  its  creditors. 
Thus  we  see,  that  whilst  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania IS  neither  bound  to  pay  specie  by  the  con- 
ditions of  Its  charter,  nor  able  at  once  to  redeem 
Its  notes,  the  Bank  of  the  United   Stales  will   be 
able  and  obliged  to  make  gold  and  silver  the  basis  i 
of  Its  circulation. 

Mr.  Tucker  concluded  his  remarks  by  shortly 
recapitulating  ihegrounds  which  he  had  attempted 
to  maintain.  He  had  endeavored  to  show  that  \ 
a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions  would  readily  find 
employment;  that  the  proposed  bank  would  not 
still  farther  surcharge  the  circulation,  as  had  been 
contended  ;  that  the  eslabiisbmeni  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales  would  not  injure  the  Slate 
banks,  though  he  admitted  the  resuming  of  spe- 
cie payments  would  necessarily  reduce  the  profits 
of  some  of  them  ;  and  that  this  bank  would  be 
bound  by  its  charier,  and  enabled  by  its  funds,  to 
rest  Its  circulation  upon  the  solid  foundation  of 
a  specie  basis.  He  hoped  therefore  the  amend- 
ment proposed  would  be  rejected. 


WEDNEaoAY,  February  28. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  'concerning 
field  officers  of  ihe  miliiia^''  also  a  bill  "for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis;"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  '"for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers,and  privates.composing  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Bowyer,  in  the  year  1814,"  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  J0HN8ON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee lo  whom  waj  referred  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, "  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  aaturaJi- 
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zation."  reported  tbe  sume  with  amendments; 
which  were  read  and  concurred  m  by  ilie  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  be  read  ihe  third  time 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Parris,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  lo  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
impressed  American  seamen  confined  in  I>arl- 
moor  prison  ;  the  number  surrendered,  given  up 
or  taken  from  on  board  of  British  vessels  captured 
during  ihe  laie  war;  together  with  their  places 
of  residence,  respectively. 

Mr.  Parris  and  Mr.  Tatb  were  appointed  a 
coiuraittee  lo  present  ihe  said  resolution  lo  the 
President. 

Mr.  Co.NDicT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, whicn  was  read  : 

Reaohed,  That,  for  the  reMdue  of  the  lession,  after 
the  first  day  of  .March  next,  the  staled  hour  of  meeting 
of  this  House  shall  be  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Nelso.n.  of  Virginia,  moved  lo  amend  ihe 
said  resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following  : 

And  the  hour  of  adjournment,  five  in  the  afternoon 
of  each  day. 

W'hereupoD,  the  said  resolution  and  amend- 
ment were  ordered  to  lie  on  ihe  table. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Tucker  submitted  the  following  proposi- 
tion lo  amend  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

Rttohed,  That  the  following  standing  committees 
be  appointed  to  serve  during  the  present  Congress, 
and  that  hereafter,  at  the  commencement  of  the  first 
session  in  each  Congress,  like  committees  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duties  shall  continue  until  the  first 
session  of  the  ensuing  Congress  : 

A  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Departmeot  of 
State. 

A  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  PuHic  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

A  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  a.4  relate  to  the  Department  of 
War. 

A  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  AccoantB 
•  nd  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Department  of  the 
Nary. 

A  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Post  Office;  and 

A  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Public  Buildings. 

The  said  committees  shall  consist  of  three  members 
each,  and  shall  at  all  times  have  leave  to  meet  during 
the  session  of  the  House. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committees  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  accounts  and  expenditures,  re- 
spectively submitted  to  them,  and  to  inquire  and  report 
particularly — 

Whether  the  expenditures  of  the  respective  Depart- 
ments are  justified  by  law  ; 

Whether  the  claims  from  time  to  time  satisfied  and 
discharged  by  the  respective  Departments  a»-e  sup- 
ported by  sufficient  vouchers,  establishing  their  just- 
ness both  as  to  their  character  and  amount ; 

Whether  such  claims  have  been  discharged  oat  of 
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Ike  funds   appropriated  therefor,  and  whether  all  mo- 
^y»  have  b<««n  disbursed  in   conformity  with   appro- 

fiauon  laws  ,  and 
Whether  tu'\j  and  what  provisions  arc  necessary  lo 
\i  adopted  ta  provide  more  perfectly  for  the  proper 
{f  plication  of  the  pubhc  moneys,  and  to  secure  the 
Ajvemment  (rora  demands  unjust  in  their  character 
t%  extravagant  in  their  amounts. 
1^  And  it  shaJi  moreover  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittees to  report,  from  time  to  time,  whether  any  and 
>piat  retrenci^nients  can  be  made  in  the  expenditures 
^  the  several  Departments,  without  detriment  to  the 
|ftblic  service  j  whether  any  and  what  abuses  at  any 
luae  exist  in;  ^he  failure  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
llk^neys  which'  may  be  due  to  the  United  States  from 
M|blic  defaulicfs  or  others,  and  to  report,  from  time  to 
fidkie,  such  provisions  and  arrangements  as  may  be 
li^.cessary  to  a^d  to  the  economy  of  the  several  Depart- 
M|»nts  and  the^accountability  of  their  ofHcers. 

6.'  '■■  NATIONAL  BANK. 

■The  Hou'it^  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 

ibe  Banjc,  bill.     Mr.  Sergeant's   motion   to 

uce  the  piioposed  capital   to   twenty-five  mil- 

ins  being  y*t  under  consideration. 
Mr.  WEB«''rER  first  addressed  the  House.     He 
jretted  thf  <manner   in  which    this  debate   had 
*    en  commfisced  on  a  detached  ft  ature  of  the  bill, 
4i<d  not  a  qijestion  afffciing  the  principle;  and 
a:pres5ed  hi«  fears  that  a  week  or  two  would  be 
^.,t  in  the  dJ^cusi-ion  of  this  question,  to  no  pur- 
j^se.  inasmwh  as  it  might  ultimately  end  in  the 
jljjectioD  of  vhis  bill.     He  proceeded    to   reply  to 
pTe  arguments  of  lb"  advocates  of  the  bill.    It  was 
^mistaken  i^ea.  he  said,  which  be  had  heard   ut- 
flred  on  ibis*subject.  that  we  were  about  to  reform 
.e  nalional'^urrency.     No  nation    had   a   better 
■irrency.  he  said,  than   the  United  State.s;  there 
S^as  no  nation  which  had  guarded   its  currency 
Qiih  more  ^ire  ;  for  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
^jn.  and  thc^e  who  enacted  the  early  statutes  on 
.^|iis  subject,  were  hard-money  men  ;  they  had  felt, 
gpd  therefore  duly  appreciated  the  evils  of  a  paper 
f^iedium  ;   thiey  therefore  sedulously  guarded   the 
Viirrency  of  Jhe  United  States  from  debasement. 
■  he  legal  ciu'rrency  of  the  United  States  was  gold 
mnd  silver  C;i*in.     This  was  a  subject  in  regard  lo 
,    hich  Con^iress  had  run  into  no  folly, 
i-  }j  What,  th«n,  he  asked,  was  the   present  evil? 
aving  a  ptffectly  sound  national  currency — and 
e  Governrfient  have  no  power,  in  fact,  to  make 
(lything  el.-j'  current  but  gold  and  silver — there 
id  grown  "op   in  different  States  a  currency  of 
iper  issue^  "by  banks,  setting  out  with  the  prom- 
\e  to  pay  gjtWd  and  silver,  which  they  had  been 
holly  unanje  to  redeem.    The  consequence  was, 
lat  there  w^is  a  mass  of  paper  afloat,  of  perhaps 
"ty  million--,  which  sustained  no  immediate  rela- 
lon  to  the  legal  currency  of  the  country — a  paper 
hich  williftot  enable  any  man  to  pay  money  he 
^ves  to  hislneighbor.  or  his  debts  to  the  Govern- 
lent.     Thiffbanks  had  issued  more  money  than 
ley  could  rjdeem,  and  the  evil  wa>  severely  felt, 
'r.  W.  dec|med  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
prove  th>»(  there  was  a  depreciation  of  the  paper 
iiri  circulation ',  the  legal  standard  of  value  was 
told  and  sih^er ;  the  relation  of  paper  to  it  proved 
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its  state,  and  the  rate  of  its  depreciation.  Gold 
and  silver  currency,  he  said,  was  the  law  of  the 
land  at  home,  and  the  law  of  the  world  abroad; 
there  could,  in  the  present  slate  of  the  world,  be 
no  other  currency.  In  consequence  of  the  im- 
mense paper  issues  having  banished  specie  from 
circulation,  the  Government  had  been  obliged,  in 
direct  violation  of  existing  statutes,  to  receive  the 
amount  of  their  taxes  in  something  which  was 
not  recognised  by  law  as  the  money  of  the  coun- 
try, and  which  was,  in  fact,  greatly  depreciated. 
This  was  the  evil. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  banks,  Mr.  W.  said  be 
would  not  examine  whether  the  great  advances 
they  bad  made  to  the  Government  during  the 
war  were  right  or  wrong  in  them,  or  whether  it 
was  right  or  wrong  in  the  Government  to  accept 
them;  but  since  the  peace,  lie  contended,  their 
conduct  had  been  wholly  unjustifiable,  as  also 
had  that  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  them.  It 
had  been  supposed  the  banks  would  have  imme- 
diately sold  out  the  stocks,  with  which  they  had 
no  business, and  have  fulfilled  their  engagements; 
but  public  expectation  had  in  this  respect  been 
disappointed.  When  this  happened,  Mr.  W.  con- 
tinued, the  Government  ought,  by  the  use. of  the 
means  in  Us  power,  to  have  compelled  the  banks 
to  return  to  their  specie  payments.  In  his  opin- 
ion. Mr.  W.  said,  any  remedy  now  to  be  applied 
to  this  evil,  must  be  applied  to  the  depreciated 
mass  of  paper  itself;  it  must  be  some  measure 
which  would  give  heat  and  life  to  this  mortified 
mass  of  the  body  politic.  The  evil  was  not  to  be 
remedied  by  introducing  a  new  paper  circulation; 
there  could  be  no  such  thing,  he  showed  by  a  va- 
riety of  Illustrations,  as  two  media  in  circulation, 
the  one  credited  and  the  other  discredited.     All 

I  bank  paper,  he  argued,  derives   its  credit  solely 

I  from  Its  relation  to  gold  and  silver;  and  there 
was  no  remedy  for  the  stale  of  depreciation  of 
the  paper  currency  but  the  resumption   of  specie 

I  payments.  If  all  the  properly  of  the  United  States 
was  pledged  fur  the  redemption  of  these  fifty  mil- 

I  lionj  of  paper,  it  would  not  thereby  be  brought  up 
to  par ;  or.  if  it  did,  that  would  happen  which  had 
never  yet  happened   in   any  other  country.     An 

I  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  he  added,  would  have  no 
belter  effect  than  the  establishment  of  a  new  bank 
paper.  He  illustrated  this  general  position  by  re- 
ferring to  a  period  anterior  to  the  time  of  the 
reformation  of  ihe  coin  of  England,  when  the  ex- 
isting coin  had  been  much  debased  by  clipping, 
Jcc,  which  had  created  much  alarm.  An  attempt 
had  been  made  to  correct  the  currency  thus  viti- 
ated, by  throwing  a  quantity  of  sound  coin  into 
circulation  with  the  debased  ;  the  result  was,  that 
the  sound  coin  disappeared,  was  hoarded  up,  be- 
cause more  valuable  than  that  of  the  same  nom- 
inal value  which  was  in  general  circulation. 

The  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  not  being 
in  his  opinion  the  proper  remedy,  he  proceeded  to 
examine  what  is.  The  solvency  of  the  banks 
was  not  questioned.  There  could  be  no  doubt, 
he  said,  if  the  banks  would  unite  in  the  object, 
they  might  in  three  weeks  resume  the  payment 
of  specie,  and  render  the  adoption  of  any  measure 
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by  ibis  House  whotly  unnecessary.  The  banks, 
he  said,  were  making  extravagant  profits  out  of 
the  present  state  of  things,  which  ought  to  be 
curtailed.  He  referred,  For  illustration  of  this 
point,  to  ihe  state  of  ihe  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  exhibited  in  the  return  to  the  Legislature  of 
that  Stale,  which  with  a  capital  of  S2  500,000  had 
done  a  discount  business  of  $4,138,000  at  the 
same  time  that  it  held  $1  811.000  of  United  States 
stock  ;  so  that,  without  taking  into  account  a  mass 
of  Treasury  notes  real  estate.  »tc..  that  bank  was 
receiving  interest  on  six  and  a  half  millions — 
nearly  three  times  the  amount  of  its  capital.  This 
he  considered  an  extraordinary  fact.  That  bank 
had  been  pronounced  by  the  Legislature  to  be  in 
"a  flourishing  state."  It  was  so  to  the  stock- 
holders in  the  bank,  he  doubted  not ;  but  how  was 
it  to  those  who  were  affected  by  the  depreciation 
of  it — to  the  man  who  comes  into  an  office  for 
life,  and  relinquishes  all  his  prospects  and  profits 
for  a  fixed  salary,  not  to  be  diminished  during  his 
continuance  in  office;  to  the  poor  pensioner  whose 
wounds  received  in  his  country's  service  are  yet 
bleeding  ? 

These  banks  not  emanating  from  Con«yress 
what  engine  were  Congress  to  use  for  remed°ying 
the  existing  evil  ?  Their  only  legitimate  power, 
he  said,  was  lo  interdict  the  paper  of  such  banks 
as  do  not  pay  specie  from  being  received  at  the 
custom-house.  With  a  receipt  of  forty  millions  a 
year,  Mr.  W.  said,  if  the  Government  was  faith- 
lul  to  ilself  and  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  ihey 
could  control  the  evil;  it  was  their  duty  lo  make 
iheeflort;  ibey  should  have  made  it  long  ago, 
and  they  ought  now  to  make  it.  The  evil  grows 
every  day  worse  by  indulgence.  If  Congress  did 
not  now  make  a  stand,  and  stop  thecurrent  whilst 
they  might,  would  they,  when  the  current  grew 
stronger  and  stronger,  hereafter  do  it?  If  this 
Congress  should  adjourn  without  attempting  a 
remedy,  he  said,  it  would  desert  its  duty. 

If  ihis  bank  were  calculated  lo  do  good  at  all, 
Mr.  W.  contended,  it  was  only  as  an  agent  of  the 
revenue  officers  of  the  Government.  As  a  bank 
establishment  for  ordinary  banking  purposes,  what 
would  be  its  operation  ?  If  this  were  to  be  a  spe- 
cie bank,  It  would  go  into  operation  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  would  promise  but  little,  but  would  perform 
all  its  promises;  independent  of  its  connexion 
with  the  CJovernraent,  it  would  not  be  able  to  get 
its  notes  into  circulation;  nobody  would  borrow 
of  it;  it  would  operate  merely  as  a  bank  of  de- 
posite.  All  Its  transactions  would  be  confined  to 
the  negotiation  of  paper  for  merchants,  to  enable 
them  to  anticipate  for  a  short  lime  so  much  of 
their  income  as  was  necessary  to  pay  iheir  bonds 
for  duties  on  importations;  and  so  far,  but  no 
farther,  it  would  have  a  positive  good  operation. 
But,  as  a  measure  to  supply  a  remedy  for  the  dis- 
orders of  our  currency,  Mr.  W.  argued,  this  bank 
would  be  of  no  efficacy;  because,  if  he  were  not 
mistaken  in  his  views,  its  bills  would  have  but  a 
very  limited  circulation. 

As  to  the  evil  of  the  present  state  of  things.  Mr, 
W.  admitted  it  in  its  fullest  extent.  If  he  was 
not  mistakeo.  there   were  some  millions  in  the 


Treasury  of  paper,  which  were  nearly  worthless, 
and  were  now  wholly  useless  to  the  Government, 
by  which  an  actual  loss  of  considerable  amount 
must  certainly  be  sustained  by  the  Treasury. 
This  was  an  evil  which,  he  said,  ought  to  be  met 
at  once,  because  it  would  grow  greater  by  indul- 
gence. In  the  end,  the  taxes  must  be  paid  in  the 
legal  money  of  the  country,  and  the  sooner  that 
was  brought  about  the  better.  Such  was  the 
operation  of  the  present  state  of  the  circulating 
medium,  he  proceeded  to  show,  that  the  duiiei 
laid  by  the  United  Slates  were  at  a  rale  ten  per 
cent,  higher  in  Boston  than  in  Baltimore,  and  in 
Baltimore  higher  than  in  Washington.  «tc.  If 
Congress  were  to  pass  forty  statutes  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  said,  they  would  not  make  the  law  more 
conclusive  than  it  now  was,  that  nothing  should 
be  received  in  payment  of  duties  to  the  Govern- 
ment but  specie;  and  yet,  no  regard  was  paid  to 
the  imperative  injunctions  of  the  law  in  this  re- 
spect. The  whole  strength  of  the  Government, 
he  was  of  opinion,  ought  to  be  put  forth  to  com- 
pel the  payment  of  the  duties  and  taxes  to  Gov- 
ernment in  the  legal  currency  of  the  country. 

In  regard  to  the  plan  of  this  proposed  bank, 
Mr.  W.  said  he  would  consent  lo  no  bank  which 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  was  not  a  specie  bank  ; 
and  in  that  view  he  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment.  He  expressed  some  alarm  at  the 
stock  feature  of  the  bank,  which  would  enable 
and  might  induce  the  existing  bank  corporations 
to  come  forward  and  take  up  the  whole  slock  of 
ibis  National  Bank.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  a 
bank  established,  he  observed,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks  on  this  point,  which  would  command  the 
solid  capital  of  the  country.  There  were  men, 
he  said,  of  wealth  and  standing,  who  would  em- 
bark their  funds  in  a  bank  constituted  on  com- 
mercial specie  principles,  but  who  would  not 
associate  in  such  an  institution  with  the  stock- 
holders in  the  country,  any  more  than  a  good 
currency  would  associate  wUh  a  bad  one.  A 
National  Bank,  he  said,  ought  lo  be  regarded,  not 
as  the  power  lo  rectify  the  present  stale  of  the 
currency,  but  as  a  means  lo  aid  the  Government 
in  the  exercise  of  its  power  in  this  respect.  He 
concluded  his  remarks,  by  saying  that  the  power 
of  the  Government  must  be  exercised  in  some 
way.  and  that  speedily,  or  evils  would  result,  the 
extent  of  which  he  would  not  attempt  io  describe. 

Mr.  CcTHBERT  followed  in  opposition  lo  ibe 
proposed  amendment,  though,  he  remarked,  there 
were  few  of  the  positions  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  in  which  he  did  not  concur,  with- 
out agreeing,  with  him,  however,  in  his  results. 
In  reply  to  his  objection  to  the  stock  feature 
of  the  bank,  as  forming  an  obstacle  to  its  pay- 
ing specie,  Mr.  C.  argued  thai  it  would  have  a 
contrary  effect.  Thus:  that  to  become  and  re- 
main a  specie  bank,  the  institution  must  be  slow 
in  its  operations,  and  the  directors  and  stock- 
holders be  content  with  small  gains  on  their  cap- 
ital; that  the  interest  they  would  draw,  of  six 
per  cent,  on  the  stock  part  of  their  capital,  would 
aid  them  in  ihis  course,  and  induce  them  to  be 
satisfied  with  less  gains  m  the  way  of  discounts, 
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,«^  ,     In  oppaution  to  the  proposal  to  reduce  the    lishing  a  National  Bank,  and  with  the  conTictioQ 

fcj  ital  of  th^  jbank.  he  took  for  his  groundwork 
Hi  »  facts  whi^h  would  not  be  questioned.  Fjrst, 
this  is  a;  'growing  nation  in  population,  re- 
I'i^cea,  weatth  and  commerce.  Secondly,  that 
Ht^  re  is,  froEvi  the  nature  of  things,  an  absolute 
■uj  .ertainty  |if  to  the  quantity  of  capital  which 
yn^Y  be  requjued.  and  the  extent  of  the  business 

ich   may  be  done  by  a  National  Bank.     He 

ued.  from 'these  positions,  that  the  bank  ought 

BTe  the  pyiver  of  contracting  or  expanding  it- 
to  the  wai)ts  of  the  country  ;  and  if  the  busi- 

s  of  the  country  required  a  larjjer  amount  of 
!dj^;ount  than  would  be  made  on  the  twenty  rail- 
'Ji^js,  that  the*:  operations  of  the  bank  ought  not 


crampeJ.     In  this  nation,  growing  in  popu- 

n,  enterprise,  and  wealth,  where  all  those  uses 

ociety  whi..*h  require  active  capital  and  a  gen- 

circulaiu'ig  medium  were  every  day  rapidly 

tiplying  aud  extending,   he  would  not  place 

row  limitv  «;n  the  useful  agency  of  this  bank 


It  would  certainly  be  done,  I  presumed 
this  impression  was  so  general  throughout 
the  United  States,  that  but  little  discussion  would 
be  necessary  to  attain  the  object.  My  personal 
feelings  and  dispositions  were  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  mea«ure  ;  and  I  believe  the  general,  nay, 
almost  the  universal,  wishes  of  my  immediate 
constituents,  notwithstanding  the  insinuations 
about  their  interest  in  the  State  banks,  were  of 
the  same  kind.  Not.  sir,  that  I  believe  a  National 
Bank  absolutely  indispensable  to  restore  the  dis- 
tracted state  of  our  currency,  for  I  believe  this 
may  be  effected  by  other  means  ;  but  because  1  be- 
lieve a  bank,  established  on  fair  and  proper  prin- 
ciples, would  be  a  powerful  agent  in  producing 
this  most  desirable  reformation  ;  because  it  would 
afford  many  essential  accommodations  to  the 
administration  of  our  revenue,  and  be,  at  the 
same  time,  of  general  utility  to  the  community. 
Under  these  impressions,  I  had  trusted  that  some 


*IW  compareu*  such  a  course  to  placing  a  case  of  |  scheme  would  have  been  presented  to  us,  plainly 
^i  1*1  on  the  xvil'elling  muscles  and  growing  euer-    --'-■•'-•--'  -'- 

g*.  of  a  vigoyous  }outh.  It  was  much  better, 
D«!  concludeq,;to  have  a  capital  larger  than  ne- 
<ary.  ihanjyne  much  too  small.  Mr.  C.  next 
:eeded  to  ixamine  the  utility  of  a  National 
(ik  as  corofared  with  the  State  banks,  in  pro- 
itmg  exchanges,  remittances,  and  transfers  by 
irernment  ';<nd  individuals.  He  slated  their 
jous  opera;i*)ns  in  a  plain  and  intelligible  man- 
and,  frorq  liis  facts  on  this  subject,  drew  the 
^^clusion  tba;  a  National  Bank  only  could  effica- 
ciiAsly  proraoitc  the  exchange  of  moneys  and  com- 
niMliiies — tha>  internal  commerce  which  serves 
iHit  togethi'.  and  fertilize  every  section  of  the 
itry.  A  National  Bank  he  compared  to  the 
in  of  commerce,  which  bears  on  its  bosom 
yi™*freights  of^all  regions,  from  one  to  the  other; 
jK'JStaie  baok>  to  the  rivers,  which  are  the  chan- 
lu^  of  comn-.dnicatioa  witliin  their  particular, 
jiiiied  sphere.  In  reply  to  the  argument  that  the 
fv 


I 


phere.  In  reply  to  me  argument  tnat  tne 
of  the  rettundancy,  and  depreciaiion  of  the 
tir^ent  paper  circulation  would  not  be  corrected 
[•y  throwing  i>iher  paper  into  circulation,  he  said 
thil^  the  Naiicoal  Bank,  instead  of  increasing  the 
flui^Qtum  of  p<per.  would  substitute  other  paper 
[nCieu  of  a  jjioriion  of  that  now  in  circulation, 
ft\^  by  this  operation,  the  remainder  would  be 
tr^jght  up  t(i  a  specie  value.  A  further  argu- 
inr  i:  he  urgrd  in  favor  of  a  large  capital  was 
»h  :  that  a  bank  of  twenty  millions  would  issue 
%^  nuch  papvr  as  a  bank  of  thirty-five  millions. 
^si  he  issue  vipuld  be  limited  by  the  demands  of 
icy  ;ety ;  but  w'ith  a  large  capital  there  would  be 
^T  jter  security  to  individuals.  The  difference 
jt  *^en  the  iviru  capitals  would  be  the  difference 
IX  veen  two  Tnercliants  carrying  on  the  same 
cc  imercial  sp^eculations.  the  one  with  a  large, 
at,  the  other  ^viih  a  small  capital ;  the  creditors 
of  he  first  having  undoubtedly  better  security 
tl  i  those  of  ^he  last,  &c.  On  these,  an  1  other 
g\    jnds.  Mr.  <-•.  opposedthe  amendment. 

Ir.HopriNijON  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Vir.    Chairpian  :     I    came    to    this    Congress 

^1    ngly  iBiprt  ised  with  the  expediency  of  estab- 


calculated  to  answer  these  desirable  ends,  entirely 
free  from  known  and  important  objections,  and 
framed  on  principles  not  likely  to  excite  discon- 
tent and  opposition  in  those,  at  least,  who  favor 
the  general  design.  At  the  la!<t  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  subject  was  examined  and  discussed 
with  great  minuteness  ;  theories  of  various  kinds 
were  proposed,  examined,  and  rejected;  new  pro- 
jects were  weighed,  and  found  wanting.  After 
all  these  fruitless  attempts  to  find  something  new 
and  better  than  the  past.  I  hoped  we  should  now 
have  abandoned  such  endeavors,  and  turned  our 
sober  attention  to  the  lessons  of  experience  to  be 
found  in  the  construction  and  conduct  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  No  public  institu- 
tion ever  conducted  its  affairs  with  more  general 
and  deserved  satisfaction,  or  closed  them  with 
more  integrity  and  honor.  Taking  that  for  our 
guide,  with  such  enlargements  and  alterations  as 
the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  would  point  out  and  re- 
quire, we  might  have  erected  a  fabric  unexcep- 
tionable to  every  man  not  hostile  to  every  and 
any  establishment  of  the  kind.  This  course, 
however,  has  not  been  pursued.  We  have  a  sys- 
tem proposed  to  us  abounding  with  new  logre- 
dienl>,  many  of  which  are  known  to  be  absolutely 
inadmissible  in  the  judgment  of  many  of  the  best 
friends  of  a  National  Bank.  To  me  this  is,  truly, 
a  serious  disappointment,  and  I  am  sincerely  sorry 
It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  my  feeble  support 
to  the  plan  offered.  I  do  not  propose,  at  this 
time,  to  lake  a  general  view  of  the  whole  system  ; 
and  regret  that  it  comes  before  us  in  detached 
parti.  It  would  have  been  much  more  satisfac- 
tory to  have  examined  the  whole  together,  and 
seen  how  the  various  parts  bear  upon  each  other. 
The  question  now,  however,  is  on  the  motion  for 
reducing  the  capital  from  thirty-five  to  twenty 
millions.  To  this  question,  and  such  matters  as 
have  been  connected  with  it  by  those  who  have 
opposed  the  motion,  I  shall  confine  my  obser- 
vations. 
Before  I  proceed,  may  I  be  permitted  to  hold 
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oat  a  caution  to  the  Committee — it  is  this  :  not  to 
be  too  hasty  in  adopting  any  plan.  We  are  suffer- 
ing under  great  evils,  and  a  state  of  suffering  is 
not  favorable  to  safe  deliberation;  impatient  un- 
der the  anguish  of  the  disease,  we  are  too  apt  to 
seize  upon  anything  that  is  proposed  as  a  remedy, 
without  a  due  examination  into  its  probable  ef- 
fects and  consequences.  This  impatience  under 
misfortune  is  a  great  source  of  increased  evil, 
both  in  private  and  public  affairs.  We  feel  the 
suffering  a.s  existing  and  known,  and  adopt  the 
remedy  merely  because  it  promises  a  change, 
without  duly  examining  if  it  may  not  be  for  the 
worse.  In  struggling  to  shake  off  one  difficulty. 
we  plunge  into  a  greater — to  imagine  that  noth- 
ing but  some  great  and  single  effort  can  extricate 
us,  when  perhaps  we  ought  to  have  trusted  to  slow 
and  gradual  means  of  redress,  and  exercised  our 
patience  until  they  had  time  to  operate.  To  sit 
quietly  under  suffering,  to  be  doing  nothing  for 
a  painful  disease,  requires  great  strength  of  un- 
derstanding and  discretion,  and  yet  it  is  gener- 
ally belter  to  do  nothing  when  we  are  uncertain 
what  we  should  do.  Thus,  a  trader  meets  with 
some  unexpected  loss.  Instead  of  waiting  to  re- 
pair it  by  slow  and  certain  means,  he  makes  some 
great  endeavor;  he  plunges  in  some  speculation, 
he  borrows  to  the  extent  of  his  credit ;  and  in  a 
short  time  finds  himself  in  irretrievable  ruin.  The 
privations,  the  injuries,  and  the  demands  of  the 
late  war,  necessarily  deranged  all  the  concerns  of 
the  country  ;  and  especially  its  pecuniary  con- 
cerns— public  and  privateinstitutionsof  every  kind 
were  shaken  to  their  centre ;  public  credit  was  al- 
most demolished,  and  private  credit  greatly  im- 
paired. It  IS  idle,  sir,  to  expect  that  evils  so  broad 
and  deep  are  to  Le  rooted  out  in  an  hour;  that  on 
the  name  of  peace,  everything  is  to  be  restored 
to  health  and  regularity,  and  we  are  no  longer  to 
remember  that  we  have  suffered.  The  shock 
was  tremendous;  its  vibrations  cannot  instantly 
cease.  Such  evils  must  require  gradual  remedies. 
I  hare,  sir,  much  faith  in  the  vis  medicatrix,  in 
the  political  as  well  as  the  natural  body;  when 
the  general  health  of  both  is  sound.  Our  nation 
IS  young  and  vigorous  ;  her  resources  vast  and 
increasing;  her  powers  of  healing  incalculable. 
Why  then  should  we  be  driven  to  rash  expedi- 
ents, in  mere  despair,  when  we  have  such  means 
of  restoration  if  we  will  but  give  them  time  to 
operate.  Impatience,  rashness,  error,  and  repent- 
aoce,  are  the  children  of  despair.  I  make  these 
remarks,  sir,  not  to  prevent  every  fair  and  delib- 
erate endeavor  to  remove  existing  and  serious 
etils;  nor  to  induce  the  members  of  this  House 
to  sit  with  folded  arras  in  listless  indifference, 
waiting  for  time  and  chance  to  relieve  us.  I 
would  merely  guard  against  too  much  despon- 
dency, or  a  belief  that  it  is  better  for  us  to  do  any- 
thing, than  to  do  nothins:. 

The  question  now  for  consideration  is  the 
amount  of  capital  proper  for  a  National  Bank, 
supposing  everything  else  in  the  bill  to  be  as 
it  should  be.  I  regret  that  the  examination  of  the 
scheme  must  be  made  in  detached  parts — a  general 
Tiew  of  the  whole  would  have  been  much  more 


satisfactory,  even  for  the  fair  estimate  and  un- 
derstanding of  each  particular  provision.     I  shall 
however,  confine  my  remarks  to  the  precise  ques- 
tion.    The   honorable  Chairman,  by  whom  this 
bill  was  reported,  has  portrayed,  in  powerful  and 
appropriate  colors,  the  extent  and  pressure  of  the 
evils  under  which  the  country  labors,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  distracted  stale  of  its  currency. 
He  has  not  been  so  full  and  explicit  in  showing 
how  the  remedy  he  propjses  is  to  meet  and  remove 
I  the  disease;  reserving  himself,  probably,  on  this 
head,  until  the  provisions  of  this  bill  shall  come 
j  under  examination — this  however,  is  really  the 
!  important    inquiry    now.     In    confining   my  re- 
:  marks  to  ihe  proposed  amount  of  capital,  I  would 
I  not  be   understood   to  mean  that  there  are  not 
other  provisions  in  the   bill   much  more  excep- 
!  tionable  in  my  opinion  than  this,  and  to  which 
I  I  shall  offer  my  objections  as  they  arise.     One 
j  honorable  gentleman  has  said,  that  he  cannot  dis- 
'  cern  any  difierence  between  having  the  capital 
at   twenty  or  thirty-five  millions.     Does  he  see 
any  difference  between  thirty-five  and  fifty;  or 
between  fifty  and  an  hundred,  and  so  on  ?    If'the 
amount  of  the  capital  of  a  bank  is  a  mere  nora- 
I  inal,  unimportant  feature  in  its  character  and 
operations,  then,  indeed,  it  is   useless  to  dispute 
about  It;  but  if  the  difference  between  any  two 
sums  is  of  importance,  it  must  be  found  between 
the    sums   of    twenty    and    thirty-five    miilioDs. 
Without  adverting  to  the  diminution  of  profits 
j  by  the  extent  of  the  capital,  which   is  a  matter 
i  for  the  sub-icribers  and  stockholders  to  look  to; 
I  is  It  not  indisputable,  that  the   power  of  a  bank 
lover  similar  institutions,  and  generally  over  the 
I  moneyed  concerns  of  a  country  depends  much  on 
,  the  strength  of  its  capital  ?  The  extent  of  its  basi- 
I  ness  ;  the  amount  of  its  issues  ;  its  power  to  do 
good,  and  its  power  to  do  mischief;  its  means  to 
monopolize,  lo  oppress,  to  ruin,  are  all  regulated, 
I  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  capital,  and  in°fluence 
I  and   interest  which  it   commands.     It   is  so  in 
,  other  affairs  as  well  as  banks ;  great  capitalists,  in 
'  commerce,  in  manufactures,  in  everything,  over- 
.  shadow  and  overpower  smaller  ones,  and  drive 
them  out  of  the  market ;  though  with  equal  hon- 
esty and  equal  industry.     Are  not  our  raanafac- 
i  lurersthis  moment  complaining  they  cannot  stand 
j  against    ihe  great   manufacturing   capitalists  of 
I  Great   Britain,  and  praying  for  assistance   and 
I  support  in  the  unequal  contest  ?     The  capital  of 
this  bank,  therefore,  especially  if  the  whole  ma- 
chine is  to  be  wielded  by  the  arm  of  the  Govern- 
'  ment,  is  of  great  importance,  and  ought  to  be  fired 
i  wiih   great   caution   and   deliberation.     Just   so 
I  much  should  be  afforded  as  is  consistent  with  its 
I  fair,  legitimate  objects  ;  and  not  inconsistent  with 
;  other  interests  in  the  community  entitled  to  our 
I  protection  and   regard.     What  are  the  circutii- 
I  stances  and  considerations   to  which  we  should 
I  appeal  in  deciding  this  question  ?     We  should 
I  look,  sir,  to  the  uses  expected  from   this  bank; 
the  object  to  be  attained  by  its  establishment;  and 
grant  a  capital  sulficieni  for  those  uses  and  ob- 
jects and  no  more.     In  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
no  very  exact  rule  or  measure  can  be  obtained; 
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Ip  a  very  fiiir  and  reasonable  estimate  may  be 
i:j»de.  Let  Wne  ask,  then,  what  are  the  objects 
vP  hare  in  vtew  in  fstablishing  a  National  Bank? 
'M  accomrac  date  the  Government  in  the  business 
(Jits  reven'ie,  and  to  afford  to  the  community 
iJb  usual  benefits  of  such  institutions.  It  is  also 
(}sumed  ibjat  a  Naiional  Bank  will  have  the 
pBMrer  of  regulating  and  equalizing  our  currency 
tipthe  different  Stales.  This,  however,  is  a  mat- 
1^  distinct  -Trom  ilie  question  of  capital.  We 
«*»  Tie  then  djrectly  to  the  real  question :  Is  a  cap- 
I  '  of  ihirtjr-five  millions  necessary,  either  for 
mt  accomra'«HJation  of  the  Government  or  the 
uiiiness  of  i^e  community  ?  I  hold  it,  sir,  to  be 
'^arthat  thie  Government  can  lawfully  require 
-^us  a  Naticinal  Bank  for  no  other  purposes  than 
|(jio  instrutiient  of  finance  ;  a  necessary  accom- 
odation ml  collecting  and  disbursing  revenue, 
Reiving  an^  paying  debts,  and  facilitating  loans, 
^yond  ihis|ihe. Constitution  does  not  warrant 
TjV  nor  have'  the  friends  of  the  old  bank  ever  con- 
tjfided  for  Anything  beyond  this.  If  a  bank  is 
tM  be  raised'  as  an  instrument  of  power  in  the 
Aods  of  our  rulers,  of  whatever  party  denomina- 
i£n  ;  if  it  it  to  be  a  source  of  speculation  and 

ffit ;  a  fie^  for  the  exercise  of  patronage  and 
)ointmen^«  it  is  a  direct  and  dangerous  viola- 
1  of  the  Constitution.  With  such  objects  the 
vernmenii  have  nothing  to  do;  nor  should  it 
ll^ve  any  connexion  with  a  bank,  or  derive  any 
^vantage  fifom  it  merely  and  solely  as  an  instru- 
i^nt  of  finance.  If,  indeed,  other  benefits  flow 
^•identally 'and  necessarily  from  it,  they  may 
i^t  be  rejecljed  ;  but  they  should  form  no  part  of 
•►  .'  original  [design,  nor  should  any  measure  or 
^^innciple  be.  introduced  into  the  system  for  the 
i  rect  purpose  of  obtaining  such  objects.  It  is 
l^ie  that  theiGovernment  subscribed  a  fifth  part  of 
[J!*^  stock  of  |he  late  bank;  but  it  should  be  remem- 
"red,  that  ,his  was  deemed  necessary  not  only 
create  a  cfecessary  confidence  in  the  institution 
ilh  the  public,  which  was  then  much  more  shy 
banks  thktn  it  has  since  been,  but  also  to  fur- 
sh  the  amv>unt  of  capital  required;  which  pro- 
bly  couldt'noi  have  been  done  without  this  aid 
m  the  Government,  the  wealth  of  the  country 
ng  then  inconsiderable  in  proportion  to  its 
esent  amount. 

It  is  then  incumbent  on  those  gentlemen  who 
sist  on  this  immense  capital  to  show  how  it  is 
quired  fori  the  business  of  the  Government.     I 
innot  conjeive  it.     The   Bank  of  the   United 
tales,  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions,  was  able  to 
irniih  all  .the  financial  assistance  required,  to 
e  Tery  hour  of  its  destruction,  without  the  least 
fficully  orembarrassnient,  either  to  itself  or  the 
dministration.     It  was  able  to  do  much  more 
an  this;  |o  grant  large  loans  to  the  Govern- 
i|icnt,  and  nu  defect  was  ever  discovered  in  the 
i|niount  of  capital  for  all  these  purposes;  cr,  in 
^:her  word.^  for  all  the  purposes  which  could  be 
iwfully  re(,uired  of  it.     If  more  than  these  are 
be  required,  it  shall  never  be  with  my  sanction, 
[desire  not-tu  see  the  Government  entering  into 
^     irtnershipi  with  its  citizens  in  commercial  or 
>  ^'Ock  specufaftions  ;  entering  into  the  market  and 
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trafficking  on  the  exchange.    Mach  less  would  I 
see  it  maintaining   its  power,  encouraging   and 
rewarding  its  friends,  and  overthrowing  its  ad- 
versaries by  the  patronage,  the  influence,  and  the 
vengeance  of  a  vast  and  uncontrollable  moneyed 
institution.     Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  show  that  the  capital  now  de- 
manded for  this  bank  is  necessary  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government,  nor  that  the  sub- 
stitute proposed  is  not  amply  sufficient  for  these 
purposes.  1  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject ;  and 
inquire  whether  the  wants  of  the  community  call 
for  this  immense  addition  to  its  banking  capital. 
A  bank  is  useful  to  the  community  by  exciting 
and  aiding  the  industry  of  the  country  with  loans 
of  money;  by  furnishing  a  circulating   medium 
more  convenienJ  in  many  respects  than  gold  and 
silver;    by  greatly  enlarging    the  active    capital 
of  the  country  ;  and  by  providing    commodious, 
cheap,  and  safe  means  of  making  payments  and 
remittances   to  the  most  distant  places.     Do  we 
want  thirty-five  millions  more  than  we  now  have 
in  banks,  for  these  objects?     I  think  not;  and  I 
will  endeavor  to  prove  it.     Permit  me  again  to 
lake  you  back  to  the  experience  of  the  past  for 
the  premises  from  which  I  would  reason  for  the 
present.     When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  in  the  year  1791,  there  were  in 
the  United  States  but  three  other  banks;  one  in 
Philadelphia,  one  in  New  York,  and  one  in  Bos- 
ton.    I  do  not  know  what  was  the  capital  of  each  ; 
but  presume  when  I  say  that  the  whole  did  not 
exceed  four  millions,  I  give  them  enoHgh.     These 
then,  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  gave  a 
banking  capital  of  fourteen  millions;  and  were 
found,   fur  a  time,  amply  sufficient   for   all    the 
wants  both  of  the  Government  and  the  commu- 
nity.    To  obviate  the  consequences  which  flow 
from  these  facts,  we  are  told  of  the  vast  additions 
to  the   business  and   wealth  of  this  country  ;  of 
the  extension   of  our  commerce;  the   improve- 
ments  in   our  agriculture;    the   growth    of  our 
manufactures,   the    increase    of  our  population. 
All  this  is  true,  and  no  man  rejoices  in  this  un- 
paralleled prosperity  more  than  I  do.     But  before 
we  suffer   ourselves  to  be  hurried  away  by  this 
captivating  picture  of  our  own  greatness  and  im- 
portance, we  must  take  into  the  calculation  some 
other  facts  and   changes,  and  give  them  a  fair 
consideration  and  influence  before  we  pass  upon 
the  result.     If  at  this  time,  as  in  1791,  there  were 
lu  these  United  States,  but  the  three  banks  then 
existing,  and  we  were  about   to  establish  a  na- 
tional bank,  the  argument  would  be  most  fair  and 
unanswerable.     But  how  is  this  mailer?     If  the 
business  and  population  of  the  country  have  in- 
creased, has  not  your  banking  capital  increased 
in  a  full  proportion  ?     In  1791  the  capital  of  this 
description  was  S  14,000,000;  and  in  1816  we  are 
told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  is  eighty- 
five  millions.     Is  there  nothing  in  this  to  meet  and 
destroy  the  whole  force  of  the  argument  drawn 
Irom  increase  of  our  wants  ?     To  ihis  enormous 
addition    to  the   banking  capital,  must  be  added 
the   equally   enormous    increase   of  the    general 
wealth  of  the  country  ;  of  the  wealth  of  Individ- 
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uals,  which  is  as  useful  and  efficient  in  carrying  |  vested  their  all  in  their  stock ;  the  great  mass  of 
on  Its  business,  and  employing  its  industry,  as  the  |  industry  and  labor  which  depends  upon  them  for 
capitals  of  banks.  If  we  look  to  Great  Britain  assistance,  are  matters  of  the  most  serious  con- 
fer information  on  this  subject,  how  do  we  find  cern.  and  we  are  bound  to  look  well  to  the  con- 
it?  The  capital  of  the  Bank  of  England  is  about  !  sequences  before  we  do  anything  that  may  injure 
fifteen  millions  of  pounds  sterling;   there  may    and  destroy  them.* 

have  been  some  addition  since  that  estimate  Permit  me,  in  this  place,  sir,  to  notice  the 
was  made.  The  notes  issued  by  this  bank  prior  charges  which  have  been  urged  against  these 
to  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments  in  1797,  did  i  State  banks  wilh  so  much  acrimony.  I  must 
not  exceed  eleven  millions ;  and  the  country  banks  j  first,  however,  dislinclly  stale,  that  I  mean  not 
are  estimated  to  have  issued  about  as  much;  it  I  to  include  in  my  defence,  that  miserable  litter  of 
is   true   that    these   issues   have   increased    since  i  forty-two.  which  came  forth  from  the  Pennsyl- 


specie  has  ceased  to  circulate,  but  probably  not 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  specie  withdrawn  ;  the 
whole  business  then  of  that  Kingdom,  its  com- 
mercial, agricultural,  and  manulaciu  ring  concerns, 
have  been  transacted  with  less  bank  capital  than 
we  are  now  told  is  requisite  for  us.  To  meet  the 
force  ot  this  comparison,  it  is  urged  that  this  is  a 


vania  Legislature  at  one  monstrous  birth.  They 
crawled  into  a  sickly  existence  ;  and  spread  them- 
selves over  the  land,  like  so  many  vipers  ;  poison- 
ing the  atmosphere,  and  killing  the  soil.  Specu- 
lation became  an  epidemic,  which  corrupted  and 
destroyed  the  morals  and  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try.    It  followed  the  farmer  into  bis  field,  and  he 


new  and  a  growing  country,  and  therefore  calls  I  sold  it;  the  mechanic  into  his  shop,  and  he  pledged 


for  more  accommodation  ol  this  .sort  than  an  old 
and  settled  one — making  every  just  allowance  for 
this  difference,  still  it  can  scarcely  be  seriously 
contended  that,  whatever  our  prospects  may  be, 
and  I  rejoice  lu  the;r  brightness  and  extent,  our 
business  in  the  various  walks  of  enterprise  and 
industry  now  is,  or  for  a  long  lime  can  be,  as 
vast  and  wide  as  that  of  Great  Britain.  It  should 
be  remembered,  too,  that  the  period  of  our  pros- 
perity and  increase  has  been  her'salso — her  com- 


11.  Even  the  daily  laborer  cast  away  his  spade 
and  his  hoe  in  scorn,  and  determined  no  longer 
to  rely  on  the  labor  of  his  hands  for  his  bread. 
Every  man.  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  was 
to  become  rich  by  the  magic  of  I'hese  wonderful 
banks — the  lamp  of  Aladdin  was  placed  m  every 
county,  and  each  man,  woman, and  child,  expected 
to  have  the  rubbing  of  it  in  their  turn.  The  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  endeavored  to  check  this 
madness  with   the  whole  force  of  his  Constitu- 


merce  and  manufactures,  and  I  believe  her  agri-  '  tional   power— he  put  himself  manfully  against 


culture  also,  have  been  in  a  rapid  progress  of  in- 
crease and  improvement  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
It  cannot  be,  then,  that  this  country  demands  a 
banking  capital  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions, while  that  is  sufficiently  accommodated 
with  a  much  smaller  amount. 

But  we  are  asked,  where  is  the  danger  of  this 
capital?  We  might  ask,  where  is  its  necessity  ; 
its  usefulness  ?  But,  sir,  the  dangers  are  obvious  ; 
as  an  engine,  almost  irresistible,  of  State  power 
and  corruption,  it  is  appalling  ;  its  influence  will 
pervade  every  corner  of  the  Union;  its  power 
will  be  felt  wherever  it  may  choose  to  strike  ;  every 
great  moneyed  power  is  an  efficient  power,  and. 
of  course,  always  attended  wilh  some  danger.  It 
overshadows  and  destroys  the  growth  of  humbler 
efforts,  it  may  exact  a  submission  to  its  will;  it 
may  punish  a  disobedience — in  the  hands  of  the 
Government   these  dangers  increase  an  hundred 


it.  but  all  in  vain  ;  he  was  overwhelmed  wilh  the 
torreutof  private  speculation  and  legislative  fraud. 
I  say,  sir.  legislative  fraud,  because  it  is  a  fact  in- 
disputable, that  when  that  Legislature  passed  a 
single  act  incorporating  forty-two  banks,  no  one 
of  the  whole  batch  could  have  obtained  a  majority 
for  itself — what  was  it  then  but  a  system  of  bar- 
gaining and  selling  ;  of  conspiracy  and  combina- 
tion, to  do  a  great  mischief  by  common  consent, 
when  a  small  pari  of  the  same  mischief  would 
have  received  no  countenance  or  support ! 

To  return  to  the  State  banks,  properly  so  called, 
what  is  the  great  reproach  that  has  been  so  severely 
visited  upon  them  f  The  stopping  of  specie  pay- 
ments. Before  we  decide  upon  the  justice  of  their 
condemnation,  on  this  account,  we  should,  with 
a  proper  calmness  and  impartiality,  inquire  into 
the  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  the  necessity  which 
demanded  it.     The  cause  of  this  unfortunate  raea- 


fold.  But,  sir.  the  principal  danger  I  would  call  ;  sure  has  been  found  by  some  in  ihe  loans  made 
your  attention  to  is  this,  that  which  may  fall  upon  '  by  these  banks  to  the  Government,  which  are  de- 
and  crush  the  State  banks.  These  banks,  what-  i  clared  to  be  unwarranted  in  their  amount,  and 
ever  may  have  been  thought  and  said  to  the  con-  ruinous  in  the  length  of  the  credit.  Others  charge 
irary,  are  entitled,  fully  entitled,  to  our  care  and  I  the  misfortune  to  the  excessive  issues  of  notes, 
consideration;  the  interest  of  a  great  portion  of  I  which,  if  true,  is  in  a  great  degree  the  consequence 


the  community  is  deeply  embarked  in  ihem  ;  its 
industryand  enterprise  mainly  depend  upon  them, 
and  it  would  be  an  outrage  of  injustice  and  im- 
policy to  overthrow  or  injure  them.  Eighty-five 
millions  of  capital,  with  all  its  dependencies,  is  not 


of  the  former.     1  do  not  believe  that  these  causes, 
either  separately  or  together,  have  produced  or 


•  That  the  .\ational  Bank  is  expected  anJintended 
to  hold  a  command  over  the  Sute  banks  cannot  be 


a  trifle  to  be  sported  with,  or  blown  away  by  vague  questioned,  when  we  find  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
denuncialions  and  unexam^ed  charges.  The  I  gury  in  his  report  on  this  subject,  distinctly  avowing 
great  body  of  our  fellow-citizens,  whose  property  j  it,  and  calculating  on  the  combined  force  ol  the  Trea- 
and  prospects  are  embarked  in  these  institutions  :  sury  and  the  Bank  to  direct  and  control  the  operations 
the  numeious  widows  and  orphans  who  have  in-  1  and  conduct  of  the  Sute  iustuutions. 
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-ould  have  produced  the  result  attributed  to  them, 
^ffithout  t^t€i  pressure  of  other  circumstances  to 
.^vhich  the  cin\  ought  truly  to  be  traced,  and  which 
j,vould  have,  produced  precisely  the  same  result?, 
lad  there  been  no  loans,  and  no  issues  in  conse- 
quence of  t^em.     Whatever,  however,  may  hare 
.  :>een  the  effects  of  these  loans  to  the  Government, 
'  ;  hey  hardlylaflford  a  fair  subject  of  reproach  here ; 
^jind  we  are  bound  at  least  to  mitigate  the  crime. 
i| if  you  wilf  call  jt  so,)  by  a  consideration  of  the 
ir  fcircumsiaij(;es  under  which   it  was   committed. 
X  frhe  enemy  was  upon  you  to  the  North  and  to  the 
•  pouih  ;   th*f»  defence  of  the  country  languished 
~  yor  the  meaus  of  support ;  the  public  Treasury  was 
ixhausied,  iind  the  citizen  refused  his  further  aid 
.1  ^0  replenish*  it.     Everything  looked   to  ruin  for 
j  irant  of  rac»ey.     In  this  condition  of  the  country, 
" jhe  banks  i\^ere  applied  to  for  assistance.     Every 
f  "♦oducemenft.that  could  be  suggested  was  addressed 
\   o  their  in'<«rest,  their  fears,  and  their  patriotism. 
IJfhe  Secre-tpiry  of  the  Treasury  condescended  to 
/Jiresent  hi^fself  in  person  at  the  board  of  the  di- 
jiectors,  ino*{/loring  (I  may  say)  their  compassion. 
ji.''rora  witi'jout  they  were  pressed  and  assailed  by 
J  |he  public  ientiment — always  powerful, and  some- 
l^imes  irresistible;— and  had  they  not  yielded  to 
iifsolicitatioiis.  and  circumstances  like  these,  they 
tuust  have.taken  upon  themselves  the  consequen- 
y,es,  however  disastrous,  that  may  have  followed 
refusal.     I  do  nc)t.  sir,  exclude  from  the  induce- 
Joents  a  hope  or   prospect  of  profit   from   these 
'reasury  bargains  and  negotiations.     This  may 
lirly  and  honorably  have  entered  into  the  con- 
ideration.     So  much  for  these  loans,  which,  after 
,11,  were  n|»  the  cause  of  suspending  specie  pay- 
^aents ;  th^j  must  have  been  done  just  when  it 
%as  done,  Ttad  no  loans  been  made. 

As  to  iht  allegation  of  excessive  issues,  where 
^5  the  pro:)f  of  this  charge?  Who  has  shown 
•Mrhat  was 'lihe  amount  of  notes  in  circulation  at 
fihe  time  oi'  the  suspension,  or  that  it  was  greater 
^ban  usuait  I  understand  the  fact  was  not  so; 
^nd  if  it  WiirPJTthe  proof  should  be  made  by  those 
*Tho  maintain  the  charge.  We  have  lately  ob- 
Caiaed  some;  important  information  on  this  point 
^rom  the  highest  source  of  authority.  An  exam- 
ination has  been  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
S-iegislature  of  Pennsylvania,  into  the  condition 
*  f  those  ba!;jks  in  Philadelphia  which  have  made 
Jhe  largest  loans  to  the  Government,  and  which, 
gherefore,  ijiust  show  in  the  strongest  manner, 
^he  con5e(jHences  of  these  loans,  or  their  issues. 
juWhat  has  ieen  the  result?  The  notes  of  the 
^hole  do  npt  average  one-third  of  the  capital  of 
he  whole.'  iln  some  they  are  less,  in  others  some- 
hing  more'  Are  these  excessive  issues  ?  May 
lot  any  ba^lc,  honestly  and  fairly,  and  discreetly 
[oo,  issue  r>i|tes  to  one-third  of  the  amount  of  its 
[apital.  I  I,now  of  no  system  of  banking  which 
.  roceeds  oiijthe  calculalioo  of  a  smaller  i^^ue.  It 
ts  not  here>  ihen,  that  we  shall  find  the  true  cause 
»f  a  suspeu,ion  ot'  specie  payments;  nor  will  it 
j*e  louod  iiiia  real  scarcity  of  coin.  It  is  proba- 
bly true  th^j  large  quantities  of  specie  were  with- 
irtwn  from. the  country  in  the  purcha.se  of  Eng- 
ish   bills  ;;4nd,  perhaps,  in  direct    remittances., 


I 


tempted  by  the  extravagant  price  it  bore  in  Qreat 
Britain,  But  enough  was  left,  and  now  remains, 
to  do  all  the  banking  business  in  ordinary  times 
and  circumstances.  The  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  stated,  and  I  doubt  not  he 
speaks  from  correct  and  official  information,  that, 
in  June  last,  there  was.  in  the  different  banks  in 
the  United  States,  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  in  gold  and  silver.  Now,  this  amount  is 
assuredly  sufficient  for  the  specie  business  of  their 
capital  of  eighty-fire  millions,  in  ordinary  times, 
and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  public  confi- 
dence. When  to  this  sura  you  add  the  deposites 
of  specie  which  have  been  withdrawn  by  the  loss 
of  that  confidence,  and  which  will  be  returned  to 
the  vaults  of  the  bank  on  its  restoration,  I  think 
it  is  demonstrated  that  it  is  not  for  the  want  of 
specie  in  the  country  that  the  banks  cannot  pay 
it.  It  is  well  known  that  when  paper  is  in  good 
credit,  no  large  payments  are  made  in  specie.  It 
is  thought  burdensome  to  pay  or  to  receive  them, 
and  a  bank  is  therefore  required  only  to  keep  spe- 
cie enough  to  answer  trifling  demands,  and  sup- 
ply change  for  the  small  business  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  usual  estimate  has  been  about  one-fifth 
the  amount  of  the  capital ;  and  no  bank  would 
be  tiiought  delinquent,  much  less  insolvent,  be- 
cause it  could  not  pay  all  its  notes  on  any  sudden 
demand.  No  bank  of  discount  and  deposite  ever 
did.  or  ever  could  do  this.  What  then  was  the 
cau>e — what  is  the  justification  of  the  stoppage 
of  these  banks  ? 

In  my  opinion  it  was  the  gloomy  and  calami- 
tous condition   of  our  public   affairs,  which  de- 
stroyed   the   public    confidence   not  only  in    the 
banks,  but  in  every  public  institution  in  the  coun- 
try ;  a  dark  and  desponding    uncertainty   hung 
over  us,  and   every   hour  seemed    big  with   our 
fate.     The  credit  of  the  Government  was  demol- 
ished ;  it  could  pay  neither  paper  nor  silver.  The 
ruin  of  the  country,  the  breaking  up  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  of  course  have  broken  up  all  the 
moneyed  institutions,  and  indeed  all  our  public 
institutions  of  every  description.     In  such  a  state 
of  things.  It  is  obvious  that  every  man  would  be 
eager  to  seize  upon  something  that  would  hold 
its  value  m  all  times,  under  any  circumstances, 
and   in  all  places.     What  was   the   note  of  the 
best  bank  worth   at  such  a  period  ?     Gold  and 
silver  could  alone  be  called  wealth — could  alone 
be  relied  upon  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life; 
of  course  every  man   that  had  a   deposite  in  a 
bank    ran    to   withdraw   it  in  gold   and    silver; 
every  man  who  held  a  note  demanded  its  pay- 
ment in  solid  coin.     It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that 
such  was  the  run  upon  the  Philadelphia  banks 
that  had  they  kept  their  vaults  open  for  twenty- 
four  hours  longer  than  they  did,  not  a  doit  would 
have  been  left  in  them.     It  will  be  remembered 
that  these  things  took  place  just  before  the  burn- 
ing of  Washington,  and  when  a  just  apprehen- 
sion   was  universal   that  Philadelphia  would  be 
the  next  object  of  a^ack.     But  the  Eastern  banks 
did  not  resort  to  this  desperate  measure.     Sir,  the 
Eastern  part  of  tiie   United  States  had  not  con- 
nected itself,  and  in  truth  was  not,  from  its  situ- 
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ation  and  other  circumstances,  »o  closely  and 
inseparably  connected  with  the  fate  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  as  we  were.  They  had  not  the 
same  causes  for  alarm  and  precaution.  In  ray 
judgment,  then,  sir,  it  was  neither  the  excessive 
issues  of  paper,  which  at  this  time  does  not  ex- 
ceed from  forty  to  fifty  millions  in  the  whole 
United  States,  nor  any  real  scarcity  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  that  has  compelled  our  banks  to 
adopt  the  measure  so  much  complained  of;  but 
the  loss  of  public  confidence,  arising  not  from  the 
misconduct  of  the  banks,  but  the  uncertain  and 
disastrous  aspect  of  our  national  affairs. 

But  I  am  asked,  if  this  is  the  case,  why  have 
not  these  banks,  on  the  returning  days  of  peace, 
prosperity. and  confidence,  resumed  the  payments 
of  their  debts;  and  why  do  they  not  sell  their 
stock  to  enable  them  to  do  so?  I  will  answer. 
They  must  do  both  these  thing*,  and  they  can  do 
them,  but  they  must  have  a  reasonable  time  and 
indulgence.  The  derangement  of  systems  so  com- 
plicated and  extensive  cannot  be  removed  in  an 
instant.  The  ability  of  the  banks  to  do  their 
business  as  formerly,  must  wait  for  the  restoration 
of  their  former  confidence  ;  the  public  alarm  must 
have  time  to  subside;  the  troubled  waters  to  be- 
come smooth  again — these  things  are  ail  gradual 
and  slow  in  their  operations;  and  by  attempting 
to  force  them,  we  shall  but  defeat  their  success. 
As  to  the  stock  held  by  the  banks  upon  which 
they  are  drawing  interest,  while  they  neither  pay 
the  principal  nor  interest  of  their  own  debts,  and 
by  which  they  are  enabled  to  make  such  enor- 
mous dividends.  I  say,  without  hesitation,  ihey 
must  sell,  but  not  too  suddenly.  It  is  said  that, 
in  stocks.  Treasury  notes,  and  State  loans,  the 
banks  are  creditors  of  the  public  to  the  amount  of 
forty  millions.  Now.  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
throwing  all  this  suddenly  m  the  market?  Where 
would  the  purchasers  be  found,  and  where  would 
these  institutions  get  specie  for  it  to  enable  them 
to  pay  their  debts  in  specie?  Still  the  banks 
must  begin  the  work  of  reformation.  I  hope  they 
have;  if  not,  they  must  and  may  be  made  to  do 
it.  Could  I  suspect  them  of  holding  their  stock 
for  the  mere  object  of  profit,  while  they  refuse 
payment  of  their  debts,  I  would  consign  them  to 
contempt  and  destruction. 

Mr.  Sharpe  next  addressed  the  Chair  on  this 
subject,  expressing  in  the  outset  his  regret  that 
the  attack  on  this  bank  had  been  on  its  details, 
instead  of  its  principle.  Mr.  S.  explained  bis 
yiews  of  the  difference  between  the  aspect  of  this 
question  at  this  time,  and  that  which  it  presented 
at  the  last  winter,  when  it  had  been  so  long 
fruitlessly  agitated.  The  principal  object  of  the 
advocates  of  a  National  Bank  at  the  last  session, 
was  to  afford  to  the  Government  the  facility  of 
obtaining  occasional  loans  to  carry  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government,  dec,  and  to  sustain  the 
Jiublic  credit;  the  object  at  present  was  of  a  dif- 
erent  character — to  remedy  the  evil  of  a  vitia- 
ted currency,  which  had  lately  been  much  exag- 
gerated, and  which  demanded  a  remedy.  Mr.  S. 
here  examined  the  operation  of  this  depreciation 
on  the  revenues  of  Government,  which,  he  clear- 


ly showed,  were  most  injuriously  affected  by  it. 
The  Government  sustained  a  clear  loss  of  large 
amount — a  loss  which  must  be  made  up  by  taxes 
levied  on  the  industry  and  labor  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  who  gained  by  it  ?  Those  whose  duty 
it  is  to  remedy  the  evil.  It  is  the  owners  of  bank 
slock  who  derive  the  benefit  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  their  own  paper.  All  acknowledged  the 
extent  of  the  evil,  and  the  necessity  of  a  remedy, 
though  they  differed  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
remedy. 

In  reply  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Webster. 
that  the  remedy  for  the  evil  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  requiring  pay- 
ment of  the  dues  to  Government  in  specie,  Mr. 
S.  said  the  gentleman  had  not  demonstrated  that 
there  was  specie  enough  in  the  country  for  the 
purposes  of  the  payment  of  the  revenue  to  the 
Treasnry,  nor  that  the  banks  have  not  the  means 
ultimately  tu  force  ihc  Treasury  to  take  their 
paper  in  payments  to  the  Government.  The 
disposition  was  not  wanting  in  the  officer  at  the 
head  of  that  Department  to  apply  the  remedy,  if 
it  were  in  his  power ;  but,  Mr.  S.  said,  an  act  of 
Congress  could  apply  an  adequate  remedy.  If 
that  now  proposed  was  the  proper  measure,  let  it 
be  adopted  ;  if  a  better  can  be  proposed,  let  it  be 
shown.  He  was  not,  he  added,  so  opinionated  as 
to  assert  that  this  was  the  only  remedy;  but  a 
National  Bank  was  a  measure  tried  and  under- 
stood, and  he  therefore  preferred  it;  if  it  should* 
not  succeed,  he  would  support  any  other  meas- 
ure adequate  to  the  object  in  view. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Hopkinson's  reference  to  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  an  institution 
whose   wi.-dom  had  been   tested   by  experience. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  wide 
distinction   the  gentleman   had   drawn  between 
the  plan  of  that  bank  and  of  this.     He  compared 
these  features,  and  showed  that  their  dissimilar- 
ity was  not   such  as  to  change  their  principle. 
This,  he  said,  was  intended  to  be  a  ^pecle  bank, 
gradually  put  in  operation,  and  by  its  business, 
connected    with    the    measures   of  the    Govern- 
ment, to  introduce  a  general  resumption  of  specie 
payments  and  circulation.     In  regard  to  the  State 
banking  institutions,  Mr.  S.  avowed  as  strong  an 
attachment  to  their  interest  and  prosperity  as  the 
gentleman   from  Pennsylvania  ;  but  his  attach- 
ment to  them  as  individuals  must  be  regulated 
by   the    correctness    of   their  conduct.     IJ    they 
abandoned  the  path  of  probity  and  duty,  he  must 
renounce  his   attachment  to   them  unless  they 
showed  a  disposition  to  return  to  it.     In  regard 
to  the  means  alleged  to  have  been  employed  to 
obtain  loans  from  these  banks,  when  they  yielded 
to  the  solicitations  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  S.  said, 
they  took  care  to  get  the  best  bargain  they  could 
out  of  its  necessities;  in  addition  to  the  just  in- 
terest of  SIX  per  cent,  they  got  a  premium  of 
somewhere  about  twenty  per  cent,  for  their  friend- 
ly loans  to  the  Government.     To  prove  that  they 
had  made  a  good  business  of  it,  he  said  that  there 
was  not  one  of  those  banks  but  could  sell  out  its 
stock  for  specie,  and  make  a  handsome  profit  on 
the   whole   transaction,   besides  the  advantages 
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[hey  have  ^Iready  derived  ;  bui,  be  said,  they  did 

•  Ifiot  want  '10  do  it;  they  had  rather  keep  their 
f  lock  bearing  interest,  and  issue  paper  on  it.  &c. 
k  As  to  ihe  idea  of  danger  to  the  Government 
^rom  a  b^nk  of  thirty-five  miilioDs,  he  said  it 
5*as  fanciftil.  How  far  could  a  bank  be  danger- 
i;us  to  theKtovernraent  ?  When  banking  was  a 
Anonopoly  in  the  iiands  of  a  Government,  or  of  a 
5ew  individuals;  and  then  only.  Competition, 
Jje  said,  d^troycd  monopoly,  and  destroyed  the 
'  Janger  fro'ri  such  an  institution  ;  and  it  could  not 
^  argued  that  there  was  not  now  competition 
inough  to;  deprive  such  an  institution  as  this  of 
.  .he  character  of  an  engine  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  ii>e  country.     A  bank,  he  said,  might 


i    * 


^ye  more  profitable   to  the   stockholders   with  a 

^vapital  of  twenty  millions;  but  it  would  be  more 

^seful  to  the  community  with  a  larger  capital, 

,%kc.     Havtcg  offered  these  and  other  views  of 

xpressing  his  hope 
h  very  little  altera- 


energetic 


tjthe  subject, :he  concluded  by  e: 
^jhat  this  ijill  would  pass  with 
•4ioQ  of  its«present  provisions, 
r*    Mr.  Ca4houn  then  rose,  and  in  an 
'^.nanner  vi.idicated  the  bill,  and  his  views  of  it. 
from  the  aitack  which  had  been  made  on  them, 
[e  said  i>>>  roan  in  the  House  would  reprobate 
lore  than  him  the  establishment  of  a  bank  which 
ras  not  a.-pecie  bank.     A  bank  not  to  pay  spe- 
;ie.  he  sa|d,  would  be  an  instrument  of  decep- 
lion  ;  it  wfuld  have  no  character  or  feature  of  a 
nank  ;  be  i  hould  regard  it  with  disgust  and  ab- 
^lorrence.   yi'his  bank,    he  asserted  in   reply   to 
Contrary  assertions,   if  established,  would   be  a 
'jpecie  bant;.     He  professed  himself  ready  to  rem- 
^*dy  any  defects  Avhich  should   be   pointed  out; 
i«ut  he  hoptnl  the  Committee  would  not  be  influ- 
,nced   to  dfstroy  its  essential  features  by  such 
rague  argujients  as  had  been  urged  against  them. 
Khis  was  If  be  a  specie  bank,  or  he  would  have 
olhing  to  do  with  it.     He  called  upon  gentle- 
len  not  to^  give  way  to  objections  to  the  details 
[f  the  bill,  .-nade  by  those  who  were  altogether 
pimical  to  the  establishment  of  any  bank;  their 
.  .rguments,  iie  intimated,  ought  to  be   received 
■vith  suspicion,  bfcause  their  view  of  the  sub- 
ject might  be  supposed   to  be  warped   by  their 
•^ostiliiy  to  Che  project  altogether.     Mr.  C.  then 
^loke  at  leii  ;th  in  explanation  and  reply  to  those 
yentleraen  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  debate. 
•Ti  regard  to  the  estimation  of  paper  in  circula- 
^on,  dtc,  \)x   took  occasion  to  say,  that  he  and 
utr.  S.MiTH'liad  not  widely  differed  in  opinion  on 
lat  head,  iVhen  they  came  to  understand  terms, 
r.  C.  saui.he    had  not  specified  the  particular 
^ems  in  hi>  iestiinate  of  the  amount  of  bank  is- 
^es  and  tr  uisactions;  his  object  had  been  mere- 
'  to  show." without  descending  to  particulars, 
^»iat  the  baHJiS  had  over  traded.     He  referred,  for 
hjustralion,  lo  the  Bank  of  Washington,  reputed 
•Ajprudent  ba^nk,  which  on  a  capital  of  $350,000. 
'■•hatu'ith  s(<?ck  and  discounts  to  individuals,  drew 
'^terejt  on.  5800,000.     His  object,  he  said,  when 
*j  before.  v«s  to  prove  that  the  banks  generally 
T\d  done  a.ljusiness  which  would  authorize  them 
"ft'  divide  anfhe  enormous  rate  of  fourteen  and  an 
^If  per  ce<\J.  on  their  capital  paid  in,  &c. 
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Mr.  Sergeant  spoke  at  some  length  in  expla- 
nation of  his  views. 

Mr.  Pitkin  followed  in  support  of  the  motion 
to  reduce  the  capital  of  the  bank,  declaring  him- 
self decidedly  friendly  to  the  incorporation  of  a 
bank  of  something  like  moderate  capital,  on  true 
commercial  and  practical  principles,  but  on  no 
other. 

The  question  on  reducing  the  capital  to  twenty 
millions  was  finally  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  49.  nays  74.  The  Committee  then 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  29. 

Mr.  Hoi'KiNSON  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
praying  for  further  compensation  for  the  services 
of  said  officers. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  also  presented  petitions  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the 
claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  may  be  again  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  that  additional  allowances  may  be  made 
to  them. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  respecting  the 
powers  of  their  Governor;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hanson, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
cases  in  which  he  has  employed  or  caused  to  be 
employed  counsel  to  assist  the  Attorney  General 
in  prosecuting  causes  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States; 
stating  as  nearly  as  may  be  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty in  dispute  in  each  case,  the  names  of  the  coun- 
sel so  employed,  the  period  of  employing  them, 
and  ih<»  compensation  granted  to  them  in  each 
case;  also  the  manner  of  making  such  compen- 
sation, and  the  fund  out  of  which  the  same  was 
paid. 

Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  Darlington  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  present  the  foregoing  res- 
olution to  the  President. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "concerning  field 
officers  of  the  militia."  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '"for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis.''  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  relating  to  evidence 
in  cases  of  naturalization,"  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  being  on  its  passage,  it  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the   Senate   "for  the  relief  of 
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Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Lawrence,  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  privates,  composing 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  year  1814" 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  lo  consider  the  resolutions  submit- 
ted by  him  some  days  ago,  in  the  following  words  : 
Resolved,  That  all  duties,  imposU,  and  exciaes,  laid 
by  Congress,  ought  not  only  to  be  laid  uniformly  through- 
out the  United  States,  agreeably  t«  the  provuion  in  the 
Constitution,  but  ought  to  be  collected  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States  in  the  same  currency,  or  in  curren- 
cies equivalent  in  value. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  receive  alone  in  payment  of  duties,  im- 
posts, excises,  and  debu,  due  lo  the  United  Slates, 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  coin,  Treasury  notes,  and  the 
notes  of  such  banks  as  pay  specie  for  their  bills,  except- 
ing in  cases  in  which  is  is  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

And,  on  the  question  of  consideration,  he  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolutions — 
yeas  52,  nays  49:  and  the  question  being  stated 
on  adopting  the  resolutions — 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  lo  refer  the  resolutions  to 
ihe  Committee  on  the  National  Currency,  which, 
he  said,  already  had  the  subject  under  consider- 
ation. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr  Ward  at  some 
length,  who  thought  the  resolution  spoke  for  it- 
self, and  could  be  decided  on  by  the  House  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  committee;  that  the  reference 
would  also  be  productive  of  delay,  in  regard  to 
measures  which  he  regarded  as  of  great  urgency, 
as  well  as  of  necessity. 

Mr.  Wright  supported  the  reference,  and  re- 
plied briefly  lo  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Ward. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  resolutions 
were  referred  as  moved  by  Mr.  Calhodn — ayes 
62,  nays  49. 

THE  N.\TIONAL  BANK. 
The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  National  Bank. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cadv,  with  the  assent  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out 
so  much  thereof  as  gives  to  Congress  the  privi- 
lege, hereafter,  of  extending  the  capital  of  the 
bank  from  thirty-Jive  ^ojifly  millions. 

Mr.  Cady  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  so  much  thereof  as  authorizes  a  subscription 
by  the  Government  of  seven  millions  to  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  bank,  and  supported  his  motion 
by  a  number  of  observations.  He  contended  that 
no  advantage  would  accrue  to  the  United  States 
from  the  possession  of  this  interest  in  the  Bank. 
The  money  to  pay  for  this  stock,  he  said,  would 
cost  the  United  States  more  than  any  profit  they 
could  derive  from  it — that  is.  by  the  expense 
attending  its  collection  ;  all  the  funds  of  the  Gov- 
ernment accruing  sooner  or  later  from  taxation 
on  the  people;  and  would,  besides,  render  neces- 
sary the  imposition  of  additional  taxes  to  meet  it. 
It  would  be  like  an  individual's  taking  up  money 


at  18  per  cent,  (which  he  estimated  as  the  cost  of 
collection,  dec.)  to  put  into  thin  bank.  The  seven 
millions  of  money,  he  added,  would  contribute 
more  to  the  wealth  and  improvement  of  the  coun- 
try— would  produce  in  the  end  a  better  interest 
to  the  United  States,  by  suffering  it  to  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  people — than  it  could  possibly 
do  by  being  invested  in  the  stock  of  this  bank. 
But  it  had  been  intimated  that  a  stock  might  be 
created,  bearing  5  or  6  per  cent,  interest,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  proportion  of  the  United 
StateN*  subscription  to  the  bank,  the  bank  interest 
on  which  would  redeem  it  in  time.  Though  this 
idea  was  plausible,  Mr.  C.  argued  it  was  not  solid. 
The  United  States  must  ultimately  pay  the  slock; 
and  as  to  the  income  or  profit  to  the  Government 
from  the  bank,  it  would  be  much  more  simple  to 
compel  it  to  pay  such  a  sum  annually  to  the 
Treasury,  without  the  circuitous  process  of  tak- 
ing stock  in  it,  dec.  He  suggested  other  modes  by 
which  the  bank  could  be  made  to  contribute  to 
the  general  wealth,  without  the  Government's 
becoming  a  stockholder.  &c. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  motion,  so  decidedly, 
that  he  said  he  should  consider  the  success  of  it 
as  tantamount  to  a  decision  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill.     He  showed  by  his  statement 
of  the  operation  of  vesting  this  stock  in  the  bank 
(which  by  the  bill  is  to  be  done  in  certain  annual 
proportions)  that  there  would  be  a  clear  gain  to 
the  Government  of  at  least  2  per  cent,  per  annum 
— being  the  difference  between  the  interest  the 
Government  pays  on  the  stock  and  the  interest  it 
would  receive  on  its  bank  shares. 
Mr.  Randolph  supported  the  motion, and  availed 
himself  of  the  occasion  of  his  rising  to  enter  largely 
into  the  subject,  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length. 
His  general  views  follow:     He  said  he   should 
vote  tor  this  motion,  because  one  of  his  chief  ob- 
jections— one  of  them,  he  repeated — was  the  con- 
cern which  it  was  proposed  to  give  to  the  United 
States  in  this  bank.     He  referred  to  the  sale  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  some  years  ago,  of  the 
shares  belonging  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  stated  the  reasons  of  his  approving  that  step  ; 
but.   he  added,  that  it   was  a  strong  argument 
against  the  feature  of  the  bank  bill,  now  under 
discussion,  that,  whenever  there  should  be  in  this 
country  a  necessitous  and  profligate  administra- 
tion of  the  Grovernmeni,  ihai  bank  stock  would 
be  laid  hold  of  by  the  first  Squanderfield  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury,  as  the  means  of  filling  its 
empty  coffers.     But,  if  there  was  no  objection  to 
this  feature  stronger   than  that  it  would  afford 
provision  for  the  first  rainy  day.  it  might  not  be 
considered  so  very  important.     He  argued,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  eternally  true,  that  nothing  but 
the  precious  metals,  or  paper  bottomed  on  them, 
could  answer  as  the  currency  of  anv  nation  or  any 
age,  notwiihstandinsj   the  fanciful   theories  that 
great  payments  could  only  be  made   by  credits 
and  paper.     How,  he  asked,  on  this  point,  were 
the  mighty  armies  oi  tlie  ancient  world  paid  off? 
Certainly    not    in  paper   or   bank  credits.      He 
expressed  his  fears  lest  gentlemen  had  got  some 
of  their  ideas  on  these  subjects  from  the  wretched 
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ji  paraphleU  under  which  the  British  and  Ameri 
^  can  pres^  had  groaned  on  the  subject  of  a  circu 
4i  lating  in«dium.     He  said    he  had   hinaself  once 
»  turned  pi-ojector,  and  sketched  the  plan  of  a  bank, 
-'of  which-  •[  was  a  feature  that  the  Government 
:  ,  should  have  a  concern  it;   but  he  became  con- 
i  viDced  o,"  the  fallacy  of  his  views;  he  found  his 
i  project  Kuuld  not  answer.     His  objection  to  the 
:•  J  agency  of  the  Government  in  a  bank  was  there- 
in fore,  he  sajd,  of  no  recent  date,  but  one  long  since 
-^formed.     The  objection  was  vital;  that  it  would 
be  an  eng-ine  of  irresistible  power  in  the  hands 
>J  of  any  Administration  ;  that  it  would  be  in  poli- 
.f  tics  and  tiaance  what  the  celebrated  proposition 
'^  of  Archimedes  was  in  physics— a  place,  the  ful- 
^crum  fronj  which,  at  the  will  of  the  Executive. 
4  the  whoU  nation  could  be  hurled  to  destruction^ 
;••  or  managrpd  in  any  way.  at  his  will  and  discre^ 
.^tion.        j. 

if     This  b;li,ia  the  view  of  Mr.  R.,  presented  two 
.^distinct  questions :  the  one  frigidly  and  rigorously 
-i.a  mere  la^iter  of  calculation  ;  the  other,  involv- 
;Jf  ingsome  rery  important  political  considerations. 
>*ln  regard  jo  the  present  depreciation  of  paper,  he 
>^did  not  ajJpear  to  agree  with  those  who  thought 
^the  establishment  of  the  National   Bank  would 
iirnot  aid  in  the  reformation  of  it.     If  he  were  to 
<  go  into  th,i  causes  which  produced  the  present  state 
■*ot  thingf.  he  said,  he  should   never  end.     As  to 
■-.the  share  the  banks  themselves  had  in  producing 
:Of'  **^  re^f.irded    the  dividends  they   had    made, 
^.since   its   ttommencement,  as   conclusive   proof. 
'^■The   present  time,  Mr.  R.  went  on  to  remark, 
■^.•^was  in   h-i--  view  one  of  the  most  disastrous  he 
^_had  ever  -witnessed  in  the  Republic,  and  this  bill 
j^jroved  it..    The  proposal  to  esublish  this  great 
*t)ank  he  U-Jscribed  as  a  crutch,  and,  as  far  a^  he 
^nderstoc^d    it,   it    was  a  broken   one:    it    would 
*tend,  insttj.id  of  remedying  the  evil,  to  aggravate 
^it.     The  evil  of  the  times,  he  said,  was  a  spirit 
j  engender*;vl  in  this  Republic,  fatal  to  Republican 
'•[  principle^,  fatal  to  Republican  virtue  ;  a  spirit  to 
live  by  aor  means  but  those  of  honest  industry; 
a  spirit  0."  profusion — in  other  words,  the  spirit 
'of  Catilin*  himself,  alieni  avidus^  sui  profusus — 
;  a  spirit  of  expediency,  not  only  in  public  but  pri- 
i  vate  life  J  the  system  of  Diddler  in   the   farce, 
living  anj-  way  and  well— wearing  an  expensive 
'coat,  and  drinking  the  finest  wines,  at  anybody's 
, expense.     This   bank,  he  imagined  (he   was  far 
from    ascfcbing   to  the    gentleman    from    South 
.       Carolina 'iny  such  views)  was   to  a  certain  ex- 
lient  a  modification  of  the  same  system.     Con- 
'   nected,  as  it  was  to  be,  with   the  Government, 
whenever,  >t  went  into  operation,  a  scene  would 
be  exhibiiie^l  on  the  great  theatre  of  the   United 
Slates,  at  ^he  contemplation  of  which  he  shud- 
dered.    I^  we  mean  to  transmit  our  institutions 
iunimpair«Jd  to  posterity,  if  some  now  living  wish 
to  contintu;  to  live -tinder  the  same  institutions 
by  which:  they  are  now  ruled— and,  with  all  its 
,evils,  reaE  or  imaginary,  he  presumed   no   man 
would  qu<?»,tion   that    we   live    under  the  easiest 
Governmiii^t  on  the  globe — we  must  put  bounds 
;to  the  sp;x|t  which  seeks  wealth   by  every  path 
jbut  the  pljiio  and  regular  path  of  honest  industry 
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I  and  honest  fame.     This  was  one  of  the  grounds 
on  which  he  was  hostile  to  this  bill. 

j     Alluding  to  Mr.  Webster's  observation  respect- 
ling  the   laws  fixing  the  currency  of  the  United 
I  States,  he  said,  it  was  very  true  they  were  clear 
I  and  peremptory  in  their  provisions.     Ifiheexist- 
ing  laws  did  not  compel  men  to  pay  their  debts 
the  establishment  of  a  bank  would  not.     Let  us 
not  disguise   the  fact,  said    he,  pursuing  his  re- 
marks on  what   he  described  as  the  evil  of  the 
times  ;  we  think  we  are  living  in  the  better  times 
of  the  Republic,  we  deceive  ourselves;   we  are 
almost  in  the  days  of  Sylla  and  Marios  ;  yes.  we 
have  almost  got  down  to   the  time  of  Juguriha. 
It  was    unpltasant.  he  said,  to  put  one's  self  in 
array  against  a  great  leading  interest  in  a  com- 
munity, be  they  a  knot  of  land  speculators,  paper 
jobbers,  or  what  not ;  but,  he  said,  every  man  you 
meet  in  this  House  or  out  of  it,  with  some  rare 
exceptions,  which  only  served  to  prove  the  rule, 
was  either  a  stockholder,  president,  cashier,  clerk, 
or  doorkeeper,  runner,  engraver,  paper-maker,  or 
mechanic  in  some   other   way  to  a  bank.     The 
gentleman   from    Pennsylvania,   he   said,   might 
dismiss  his  fears  for  the  Slate  banks,  with  their 
one  hundred  and  seventy  millions  of  paper  on 
eighty-two  millions  of  capital.     However  great 
the  evil  of  their  conduct  might  be.  he  asked,  in 
the  course  of  his  illustrations,  who  was  to  bell  the 
cat — who  was   to   take  the   bull    by  the   horns? 
You  might  as  well  attack  Gibraltar  with  a  pocket 
pistol  as  to  attempt  to  punish  them.    There  were 
very  few,  he  said,  who  dared  to  speak  truth  to  this 
mammoth;    the    banks  were   so  linked   together 
with  the  business  of  the  world,  that  there  were 
very  few  men  exempt  from  their  influence.    The 
true  secret  is.  said  he,  the  banks  are  creditors  as 
well  as  debtors;  and  if  we  were  merely  debtors 
to  them  for  the  paper  in  our  pockets,  they  would 
soon,  like  Morris  and  Nicholson,  go  to  jail  (fig- 
uratively speaking)  for  having  issued  more  paper 
than   they  were  able  to   pay  when  presented  to 
them.     A  man  had  their  note,  he  said,  for  fifty 
dollars  perhaps  in  his  pocket,  for  which  he  wants 
fifty  Spanish   milled   dollars;   but  they  have  his 
note   for  five  thousand    in    their  possession,  and 
laugh  at   his  demand.     We  are  tied  hand  and 
foot,  Mr.  R.  said,  and  bound  to  conciliate  this 
great  mammoth,  which  is  set  up  to  worship  in 
this  Christian  land — we  are  bound   to  propitiate 
It.  (tc.     Thus,  he  said,  whilst  our  Government 
denounces  hierarchy,  will   permit  no   privileged 
order  for  conducting  the  service  of  the  only  true 
God,  whilst  It  denounces  nobility,  tStc,  has  a  pri- 
vileged order  of  new  men  grown  up.  the  pressure 
of  whose  foot  he  at  this  moment  felt  on  his  neck. 
If  anything  could  reconcile  him  to  this  monstrous 
alliance  between  the  bank  and  the  Government, 
he  could,  if  the  object  could  be  attained  of  com- 
pelling these  banks  to  fulfil  their  engagements, 
almost  find  in  his  heart  to  go  with  the  gentleman 
la  voting  for  it. 

.Mr.  R.  proceeded  to  a  minute  examination  of 
the  state  of  the  paper  currency,  and  its  various 
phases,  recently  and  in  earlier  times.  The  stufi" 
uttered  on  all  hands,  and  absolutely  got  by  rote 
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by  the  haberdashers'  boys  behind  the  counters  in 
the  shops,  that  the  paper  now  in  circulation  would 
buy  anything  you  want  as  well  as  gold  and  silver, 
was  answered,  he  said,  by  saying,  that  you  want 
to  buy  silver  with  it.  He  examined,  in  detail, 
the  present  mode  of  banking,  which,  he  said,  goes 
to  demoralize  society  ;  it  was  as  much  swindling 
to  issue  notes  with  intent  not  to  pay,  as  it  was 
burglary  to  break  open  a  house.  If  they  were 
unable  to  pay,  the  banks  were  bankrupts;  if  able 
to  pay.  and  would  not,  they  were  fraudulent  bank- 
rupts, &.C.  But,  he  said,  a  man  might  as  well  go 
to  Constantinople  to  preach  Christianity,  as  to 
get  up  here  and  preacii  against  banks.  He  des- 
paired, he  said,  almost,  of  remedying  the  evil  they 
cause,  when  he  saw  so  many  men  of  res|>ectabil- 
ily  directors,  stockholders,  debtors  of  the  banks. 
To  pass  this  bill,  he  said,  would  be  like  getting 
rid  of  the  rats  by  setting  fire  to  the  house ;  whe- 
ther any  other  remedy  could  be  devised,  he  did  not 
now  undertake  to  pronounce.  The  banks,  he  said, 
had  lost  all  shame,  and  exemplified  a  beautiful 
and  very  just  observation  of  one  of  the  finest 
writers,  that  men  banded  together  in  a  common 
cause,  will  collectively  do  that  at  which  every 
individual  of  the  combination  would  spurn.  This 
observation  had  been  applied  to  the  enormities 
committed  and  connived  at  by  the  British  East 
India  Company,  and  would  equally  apply  to  the 
modern  system  of  banking  ;  but  still  more  to  the 
spirit  of  party,  dec,  on  which  Mr.  R.  digressed  at 
some  length. 

He  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  his- 
tory of  bank  paper  in  this  country,  and  stated  the 
fact  thai,  not  many  years  ago.  the  New  England 
jwper  had  been  at  almost  as  great  a  discount  here, 
as  the  paper  of  this  part  of  the  country  now  was 
there;  and  that  even  in  New  England  the  notes 
of  some  of  the  banks  were  not  current  within  their 
own  States,  except  at  a  discount.  As  to  estab- 
lishing this  baak  to  prevent  a  variation  in  the 
rale  of  exchange  of  bank  paper,  he  said,  you  might 
as  well  expect  to  prevent  a  variation  of  the  wind; 
you  might,  said  he.  as  well  pass  an  act  of  Con- 
gre^g  (for  which,  if  it  would  be  of  any  effect,  he 
should  certainly  vote)  to  prevent  the  northwest 
wind  from  blowing  in  our  teeth  as  we  go  from 
the  House  to  our  lodgings.  After  a  minute  dis- 
cussion of  the  causes  and  rates  of  the  difference 
of  exchange  in  the  paper  of  variou.s  banks.  Mr. 
R.  concluded  his  remarks  by  pledging  himself  to 
agree  to  any  adequate  means  to  cure  the  great 
evil,  that  were  consistent  with  the  administration 
of  the  Government,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  con- 
duce to  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  the  re- 
formation of  the  public  morals. 

Mr.  Ward  defended  the  Massachusetts  banking 
in!«liiutions  from  imputations,  which  he  thought 
a  part  of  Mr.  R.'s  remarks  on  the  currency  cal- 
culated to  cast  on  their  correct  management. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  .Maryland,  then  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  at  considerable  length  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  motion  before  the  House,  and  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Cadv.  Mr.  Randolph,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen. He  explained,  by  ample  illustrations, 
the  preference  which  a  note  of  the  National  Bank 


would  have  over  the  notes  of  other  banks,  and 
even  over  Treasury  notes  bearing  imprest,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  would  guard  itself  from  a  run 
for  specie.  &c.,  by  a  combination  cf  individuals 
or  other  banks.  In  regard  to  the  direction  and 
management  of  fiscal  affairs,  he  -aid.  the  late  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  (meaning  Mr.  Gallatin.) 
who  went  into  that  Department  with  as  many 
prejudices  as  any  man  could  well  entertain, 
thought  all  was  wrong  there,  and  he  was  the  very 
person  to  set  all  right.  He  had  examined  th<e 
subject  day  and  night,  and.  after  all  his  examina- 
tion, he  had  not  found  a  single  iota  of  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton's system  which  it  was  necessary  to  alter, 
&,c.  By  this  anecdote.  Mr.  S.  illustrated  the  ad- 
vantage of  practice  over  theory.  He  made  many 
remarks,  to  show  the  operation  which  made 
Treasury  notes  generally  more  valuable  than  the 
notes  of  any  bank  not  paying  specie,  and  less  val- 
uable than  the  notes  of  any  bank  which  does  pay 
specie  ;  and,  he  said,  if  this  were  not  to  be  a  specie 
bank,  he  should  not  have  been  found  in  favor  of 
it.  The  depreciation  of  paper,  he  said,  was  not 
wholly  owing  to  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, as  he  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  differ- 
ence of  exchange  between  Baltimore  and  New 
York,  in  both  of  which  places  specie  was  not  paid 
by  the  banks,  and  yet  the  exchange  was  9^  per 
cent,  against  Baltimore,  ttc.  This  was  owing  to 
the  balance  of  trade  being  thrown  against  them 
during  the  war,  the  Chesapeake  having  been  al- 
most wholly  shut  up,  whilst  Baltimore  vessels 
put  into  the  port  of  New  York,  with  their  car- 
goes and  prizes,  &,c.  He  did  not  wish  the  Gov- 
ernment to  pay  any  money  into  this  bank,  but 
.  stock  to  be  created,  dbc,  respectin?  which  he  did 
I  not  know ;  but  he  should  move  an  amendment, 
and  also  to  expedite  the  payment  of  the  specie 
portion  of  the  subscription  by  individuals  to  the 
bank,  for,  without  three-fourths  of  the  proposed 
amount  of  specie  in  its  vaults,  the  bank  would 
not  dare  to  issue  a  note. 

Mr.  Cadt  again  spoke  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion, and  in  reply  to  the  objections  against  it. 
When  he  concluded  the  Committee  rose. 


Friday,  March  1. 

Mr.  Telfair  presented  a  petition  of  James  K. 
Houstoun,  brother  and  guardian  of  .Mossmao 
Houstoun,  late  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  who.  while  in  that  ca- 
pacity, became  deranged  in  bis  mind,  praying 
that  some  measure  may  be  adopted  for  the  support 
of  his  said  brother. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Yancey  made  a  report  on  the  petitions 
of  Thomas  Farrar,  William  Youn^.  and  Wil- 
liam Moseley  ;  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar, 
Williarn  Young,  and  William  Moseley  ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  Sec- 
reury  of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  this 
House  an  estimate  of  the  damages  sustained  by 
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the  vess**!".  ^unk  in  the  entrance  of  ihe  port  of 
Bakimorie,  by  order  of  the  Commandinw  General, 
to  preveti  t  theenemy  from  passing  Fort  McHenry. 
The  bkli  in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  the 
Post  Ofl5;;<?  Establishment,  pa5sed  through  a  Com- 
mittee 0}'  the  Whole,  and  was  reported  to  the 
House.   J  . 

'■  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
On  mcition  of  Mr.  Goldsborocgh — 
Retolviy'i.  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  be  instructed  to  inquire  by  what  authority 
and  for  wii«t  object  the  digging  of  the  ground  on  Cap- 
itol squar4  tias  bern  commenced,  and  into  the  propri- 
ety of  puri(|ng  a  stop  to  it. 

[Mr.  Cr-  had  reference  in  his  resolution  to  some 
operation*  commenced  on  the  public  square  for 
making  l^ricks.] 

After  >i<ime  remarks  to  show  the  great  evils 
resultingi  io  the  community  from  the  influx  of 
unauthorWed  notes  purporting  to  be  issued  by 
banks  w^nch  no  one  knew,  and  which  in  some 
cases  wwc  palpable  frauds,  unsupported  by  any 
ability  tu  pay  them,  Mr.  G.  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

ResoiveJ.  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  »t»te  of  the  several  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  prohibiung,  within  the  said  District,  the  circulation 
of  notes  iwued  by  any  private  banking  association, 
whether  ejtjsting  within  the  District  or  elsewhere,  and 
of  re«trai(\ing  the  formation  of  such  private  banking 
associatioiiii  in  future. 

TRAFFIC  IN  SLAVES. 

■    ■ 

Mr.  Ri&^DOLPH  then  rose  and  said  that  it  was 
his  purpose  to  move  for  instructions  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  (the  said  District  upon  a  subject  of  in- 
finitely ii>jore  importance  in  every  point  of  view 
than  tho;^  to  which  Mr.  Goldsborough  had 
adverted.:  He  expressed  a  wish  that  some  other 
genllemati  had  undertaken  the  business;  but  as 
no  one  U^d  thought  proper  to  awaken  the  House 
to  a  sens^  of  their  concern  in  it,  or  to  point  the 
finger  of  jcorn  at  it,  he  would  take  upon  him  the 
office  to  (|o  It.  and  to  call  upon  the  House  to  put 
a  stop  to  iroceeJiugs  at  that  moment  carried  on 
under  tUttir  very  noses;  proceedings  that  were  a 
crying  s^n  before  God  and  man ;  a  practice 
which,  h":  said,  was  not  surpassed  for  abomina- 
tion in  iioy  part  of  the  earth;  for  in  no  part  of 
it,  not  ev^n  excepting  the  rivers  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  Mias  there  so  great  and  so  infamous  a 
slave  ma/ket  as  in  the  metropolis,  in  the  very 
Seat  of  Covernment  of  this  nation,  which  prided 
itself  on  ^eedom.  Before  he  proceeded  further, 
he  fenceij*  himself  in  against  all  suspicion  of  un- 
duly inKj-fering  in  the  very  delicate  subject  of 
the  relatron  between  the  slave  and  his  owner, 
and  to  ii^at  end  he  reminded  the  House  that 
where  a  &1II  was  brought  in  some  years  before  to 
prevent  tiie  prosecution  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
he  had  f^ted  against  it.  because  it  professed  a 
principle  against  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
man  of  ti^e  southern  or  slaveholding  Slates  to  set 
his  face}  for  it  assumed  a  prerogative  to  interfere 
in  the  n^hi  of  properly  between   the  master  and 
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his  slave.  On  account  of  that  opposition  he  had 
been  calumniously  and  falsely  held  up,  as  one  of 
the  advocates  of  the  most  nefarious,  the  most 
disgraceful,  and  must  infernal  traffic  that  has 
ever  stained  the  annals  of  the  human  race.  Upon 
another  occasion,  too,  when  a  member  of  that 
House  had  taken  upon  him  the  lien  between 
slave  and  master,  he  had  raised  his  voice  against 
hira.  He  had  never  directly  or  indirectly  acqui- 
esced in  the  weak  and  wailing  plans  of  those 
who,  by  way  of  relieving  the  unfortunate  Afri- 
can, would  throw  the  Slates  into  danger;  he 
would  never  weaken  the  form  of  the  contract 
between  the  owner  and  his  slave,  and  he  would 
never  deny  that  the  citizens  of  other  States  com- 
ing into  ttie  slaveholding  States  might  exercise 
the  right  of  ownership  over  the  slaves  they  might 
purchase;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  that  exer- 
cise that  this  city  should  be  made  a  depot  of 
slaves,  who  were  bought  either  from  cruel  mas- 
ters or  kidnapped  ;  and  of  those  who  were  kid- 
napped, he  said  there  were  two  kinds — slaves 
stolen  from  their  masters,  and  free  persons  stolen, 
as  he  might  say,  from  themselves.  It  was  not 
necessary  that  we  should  have,  here  in  the  very 
streets  of  our  new  metropolis,  a  depot  for  this 
nefarious  traffic — in  comparison  with  which  the 
traffic  from  Africa  to  Charleston  or  Jamaica  was 
mercy,  was  virtue.  Indeed  there  could  be  no 
comparison  rationally  instituted  between  taking 
those  savages  from  their  native  wilds  and  tearing 
the  civilized  informed  negro,  habituated  to  culti- 
vated life,  from  his  master,  his  friend.N,  his  wile, 
his  children,  or  his  parents.  As  to  the  right  of 
passing  through  the  place,  as  ordinary  occasions 
might  require,  it  was  unquestionable ;  but  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  that  and  makint^ 
the  District  a  depot  for  a  systematic  slave  mar- 
ket— an  assemblage  of  prisons  where  the  unfor- 
tunate beings,  reluctant,  no  doubt,  to  be  torn 
from  their  connexions,  and  the  aflTections  of  theit 
lives,  were  incarcerated  and  chained  down,  and 
thence  driven  in  fetters  like  beasts,  to  be  paid  for 
like  cattle.  Mr.  R.  therefore  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  the  District  of  Columbia  should 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  inhuman  and 
illegal  traffic  in  slaves  carried  on  in  the  District, 
and  to  devise  some  speedy  means  to  put  a  stop 
to  It. 

Mr.  Tucker  (chairman  of  that  committee^ 
suggested  that  11  would  be  belter  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  some  time  since  appointed 
to  form  a  system  of  laws  for  the  District. 

Mr.  Randolph  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  seemed  disposed  to  decline 
the  task,  and  offered  himself  to  take  his  share  in 
the  enterprise.  The  object  of  the  resolution,  he 
said,  was  a  more  coercive  police.  He  knew  that 
the  demands  for  cotton,  tobacco,  and  latterly  of 
sugar,  created  a  demand  for  slaves,  and  we  bad 
a  description  of  people  here  like  those  described 
by  Mungo  Park,  (only  that  they  are  not  so  hu- 
mane or  so  honest,)  white  traders,  who  make  this 
their  depot,  and  sell  human  beings;  and  to  verify 
this  charge,  and  show  the  audacious  villainy  of 
their  proceedings,  he  dwelt  upon  these  words  of 
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an  advertisement  of  a  5ale  of  negroes — "  No  ob- 
jection to  TRADERS  bidding."  The  increase  in 
the  price  was  the  temptation  for  which  their 
base,  hard-hearted  masters  sold  out  of  their  fami- 
lies the  negroes  who  had  been  raised  among 
them.  That  very  day  he  had  heard  a  horrible 
fact  from  a  respectable  gentleman  as  he  came  to 
the  House,  which  he  would  relate.  A  poor  ne- 
gro, by  hard  work  and  saving  of  his  allowances, 
had  laid  by  money  enough  to  buy  the  freedom  of 
his  wife  and  child,  and  had  paid  it  from  lime  to 
time  into  the  hands  of  his  master,  but  the  poor 
fellow  died.  The  transaction  was  an  affair  of 
honor  with  the  master,  and  the  day  after  ihe  poor 
fellow's  death,  the  woman  and  child  were  sold. 
One  fact  like  this  spoke  volume-^.  He  repeated, 
that  if  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  refused  to  take  upon 
him  the  inquiry  into  this  rank  offence,  he  (.Mr. 
R.)  would  himself  be  among  these  people.  He 
declared  that  he  was  lately  mortified  at  being 
told  by  a  foreigner  of  high  rank.  "  You  call  this 
the  land  of  liberty,  and  every  day  that  passes 
things  are  done  in  it  at  which  the  despotisms  of 
Europe  would  be  horrorstruck  and  disgusted." 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  laws  were  sufficient  to 
take  cognizance  of  this  business,  and  said  that 
there  was  worse  slavery  practised  in  Europe. 
[Alluding  to  pressing  in  the  navy  of  England. J 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROuGH  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  this  affair  being  brought  before  the  House. 
He  had  himself  more  than  once  met  more  than  a 
dozen  of  those  unhappy  wretches  inarching  in 
droves  through  the  street.  He  met  them  even 
in  the  avenue,  and  it  was  a  notorious  fact  that 
this  was  the  channel  of  transmission  for  them. 
Speaking  of  laws  was  useless.  When  the  evils 
were  seen  to  exist,  and  were  not  prevented,  it 
was  a  proof  that  the  laws  were  of  no  value,  or 
were  liol  executed. 

Mr.  HoHKiNSON  had  no  idea  of  Congress  taking 
such  care  about  matters  of  inferior  consideration, 
while  such  flagitious,  and,  to  the  nation,  disgrace- 
ful deeds  of  guilt  were  suffered  to  be  j)erpelrated 
under  its  very  eye  and  with  its  knowledge.  He 
suggested  that  as  Mr.  Randolph  had.  to  his  own 
great  honor,  offered  his  co-operation,  it  would  be 
Best  to  appoint  a  select  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  moved  for  one  accordingly. 

Mr.  TixKER  declared  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  R.)  had* misunderstood  him,  and 
that  he  was  no  less  willing  than  himself  to  co- 
operate in  the  measure,  and  concurred  in  Mr. 
Hopkinson's  opinion,  that  a  select  committee 
would  be  best. 

The  resolution  passed  is  as  follows  : 

Ruohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  existence  of  an  inhuman  and  illegal  traffic 
in  slaves  earned  on  in  and  through  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  to  report  whether  any,  and  what, 
measures  are  necessary  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  same. 

Messrs.  Randolph.  Hopkinson,  Goldsbo- 
RouoH,  Mayrant.  and  Kerr,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 


NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  National  Bank  bill. 
The  motion  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  first  sec- 
tion as  allows  Government  to  subscribe  for  se?- 
enty  thousand  share?  of  the  stock,  being  still 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Wright  opposed  the  amendment  at  some 
length.     He  was  sorry  to  see  a  plan  which  prom- 
ised such  great  benefit  to  the  country  in  the  pres- 
ent deranged   state  of  its  currency,  endangered 
by  the  present  motion.     If  the  motion  prevailed, 
he  should  be  compelled,  he  said,  to  vote  against 
the  bill,  much  as  he  was  in  favor  of  establishing 
a  bank.     He  wished  to  see  the  bank  possessed  in 
part  by  the  Government  and  partly  by  the  citi- 
zens, because  the  stock  of  it  would  be  extremely 
profitable.     The  Government  ought  to  have  an 
interest  in  the   bank,  as   they  would  thereby  be 
informed  of  all  the  plans  which  might  be  at  any 
time  entertained  by  the  directors  of  so  powerful 
an  institution.     He  was  not  afraid,  however,  to 
trust  our  citizens;  nor  ought  they  to  be  suspicious 
of  the  Government;  and  the  participation  of  the 
Government  could  not,  he  conceived,  be  produc- 
tive of  injury  or  mischief.     Mr.  W.  advened  to 
the  assertion  that  such  an  institution  would  real- 
ize the  imagined  lever  of  Archimedes,  with  which 
the  world  might  be  moved.     He  wished  it  did 
possess  that  mighty  power, and  itcould  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  rotten  and  corrupt  Governments 
of  Europe.     We  have,  he  said,  given  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  world  examples  of  liberty,  of  valor  on 
the  sea  and  on  the  land,  and  he  should  be  glad  if, 
by  any  power,  we  could    crush    the   despotisms 
whicli  oppress  it.  <Scc.     He  said  he  was  surprised 
at  the  objections  made  by  gentlemen  from  the 
East  to  establish  this  bank  on  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  the  public  stock,  as  the  effect  would  be  to 
raise  that  stock  immediately  to  par,  dtc. 

Mr.  Jewett,  in  reply,  said,  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  had  exorcised  the  House  in 
the  outset,  and  had  threatened  it  with  voting 
against  the  bill  if  it  did  not  suit  him.  He  would 
not  follow  the  example  of  that  gentleman.  He 
would  not  go  to  Europe  to  put  down  Govern- 
ments, to  light  flames,  and  nut  out  fires;  but  he 
would  state  a  few  matters  of  fact.  This  question 
affected  the  interest  of  every  State  and  town  in 
the  country.  It  was  of  great  magnitude;  it 
would  either  restore  the  credit  of  our  currency, 
or  make  it  worse  than  it  is  already;  and  to  illus- 
trate his  opinion  on  this  important  subject,  he 
would  state  a  case  in  point.  Some  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago,  he  said,  there  was  a  certain  State  (Ver- 
mont) which  had  no  bank ;  but  there  were  banks 
in  adjoinins  States  which  afforded  much  profit; 
and  the  people  of  the  State  thought  they  might 
as  well  grow  rich  by  banking  as  their  neighbors. 
They  supposed,  if  the  limited  means  and  num- 
bers of  private  banks  could  make  money,  that 
the  extended  means  of  a  State  would  make  an 
institution  still  more  profitable;  that  it  would 
drive  out  the  p.n per  of  other  banks,  facilitate  the 
operations  of  ihe  State.  <tc..  as  had  been  argued 
in  favor  of  the  bank  now  proposed.     A   Stale 
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Dank  was  ajcordiogly  established  on  a  small  spe- 
L:ie  capita!,  and  paper  to  a  large  amount  issued, 
Ivfhich  ihe/  thought  would  never  be  leturned  for 
lyrnent.   ,  What   was   the  consequence?      The 
faaper  of  ciiier   banks,  it   was   true,  ditappeared  ; 
)ut   It  wa^  because  of  the   suspicion   which  at- 
tached to  the  State  paper.     The  machine,  if  a 
^Qight  be  ciiUed  so,  went  on  badly  ;  it  was  attrib- 
^ited   to   b^J    management  of  Its   concerns;  and 
Ju.ttempts  vtere  made  to  remedy  the  defects,  but 
!in  vain.     The  paper  depreciated  from  six  to  leu, 
>«ind  from  ijo  to  fifteen  per  cent.;  and  finally,  by 
||Qe  juggle    the    people  of  the   State   lost,   how 
much  he  Vjs  not  certain,  but  a  great  amount  he 
knew.     So- It  would    be.  he  said,  with  the   plan 
jliow  contf,|iplated,  if  not  amended;  and  if  the 
Ejections  \o  it  were  nol  obviated,  he  should  be 
onipelled  (o  vote  against  the  bill,  although  he 
Tvas  strongly  in  favor  of  a  bank  on  proper  princi- 

t»ies.  If  jKtssed  iu  its  present  shape,  it  would  eu- 
ail  evils  on  the  country,  which  money  could  not 
ompensait.  «&.c. 
Mr.  RoBi^  advocated  the  motion  to  amend  the 
.  ill.  He  did  nol  believe,  as  had  been  argued,  ihal 
A  participation  in  the  bank  would  strengthen  the 
^rra  of  ihi'  Government,  or  be  very  profitable. 
*jf,  however,  the  arm  of  Government  was  to  be 
^irengthenvd  by  weakening  that  of  the  citizens, 
''nd  uniiinjfj;  with  a  privileged  ari.stocracy,  he  was 
4ecidedly  ■opposed  to  it.  He  did  nut  wish  the 
"iovernmeM  to  become  partners  in  such  a  privi- 
leged oriiff.  If  the  reasons  for  retaining  the 
rinciple  in  the  bill  were  correct,  he  thought  the 
roportion  allowed  too  small.  If  Government 
as  to  derive  this  great  profit  from  the  partici- 
atioQ,  US'  thare  was  not  great  enough.  It  had 
teen  said  (l.at  the  influence  of  one  bank  (the  Man- 
.latlan)  could  have  prevented  the  election  of  Mr. 
Jdefferson    tu   the    Presidency;  if  that    bank    had 

t»eea   undc'r    Executive  control,  he   believed    its 
>owcr  Wf.iild   have   been   exerted.     This  was  a 
^»r(»of  of  tl.«  dangt-r  of  giving  Government  a  great 
ofiuence  if  such  institutions.     He  was  opposed 

0  the  plan  chiefly  from  his  objections  to  joining 

1  moneyed  arisiorracy,  and  his  fears  that  it  might 
jperate  ii,j»iriousiy  to  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 

;ry.  dtc. 

j|  Mr.  Gci.DeBORouoH  made  a  few  remarks  on 
^.he  motion,  If  the  provision  was  inserted  ns  tin 
l^apology  fi)<  the  appointment  of  the  five  directors 
oy  the  Government,  then  he  was  opposed  to  it; 
'  ut  if  It  Wijuld  be  as  profitable  as  was  predicted, 
nd  would  enable  u-.  to  dispense  with  some  of  the 
listing  iQiernal  taxes,  he  should  be  glad  to  vole 
aor  it.  A  pood  bank,  Mr.  G.  said,  would  be  very 
erviceabte ;  and  he  should  vote  against  the  ino- 
lon  becaufe  he  could  not  see  thai  any  harm 
yould  ari:^  from  the  nation  participating  in  a 
lecuniary  establishment,  &.c. 
4  The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
Cihe  provisiun,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: For  the  amendment  38,  against  it  61. 
r  The  CcRimaiee  of  the  Whole  proceeded  with 
>''.he  consid«?raiion  of  the  rest  of  the  bill.  After 
Jihe  adoptur'n  of  some  veibal  amerdments — 
I    Mr.  WiiMiuT  [Qoved  to  substitute  Washington 


city  for  Philadelphia,  as  the  place  to  which  to 
return  the  books,  <fec.,  (to  place  the  bank  at  Wash- 
ington.) Mr.  W.  said,  having  a  strong  desire  that 
the  bill  should  pass,  and  knowing  some  to  feel  a 
delicacy  in  supporting  it,  from  Constitutional 
scruples,  he  thought  it  better  to  fix  the  bank 
where  there  could  be  uo  objections  on  that  score, 
and  where  also  its  operations  would  be  facilitated. 
Washington  is  the  seat  of  Government  of  the 
nation,  and  here,  he  said,  it  would  be  under  the 
eye  of  the  Government,  where  there  would  be 
less  danger  from  so  great  a  moneyed  aristocracy, 
and  the  national  interest  would  be  better  guarded 
than  at  any  other  place.  Mr.  W.  said  it  was  nol 
his  purpose  to  anticipate  objections  to  his  mo- 
tion ;  but  the  principal  one  he  knew  to  be,  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  persons  could  not  be  found 
at  Washington  qualified  for  directors.  The  force 
of  this  objection  he  denied  in  the  extent  to  which 
it  was  urged.  In  the  city  and  neighboring  coun- 
try, he  was  convinced  that  there  would  be  found 
abundant  talents  for  managing  the  concerns  of 
the  bank.  The  people  of  this  District,  moreover, 
deserved  highly  of  the  Government.  They  had, 
in  time  of  need,  done  as  much  or  more,  in  pro- 
portion to  numbers,  to  aid  the  country,  than  any 
other  section  of  the  Union.  Mr.  W.  adverted  to 
the  source  whence  the  bill  originated,  and  insin- 
uated that  much  of  the  ground  for  recommend- 
ing Philadflphia  must  be  attributed  to  the  par- 
tiality of  those  who  had  named  that  city  in  the 
bill ;  and  concluded  by  saying  that  the  motive  for 
fixing  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Phil- 
adelphia was  the  same  that  ought  now  to  place 
the  present  bank  here,  to  wit,  that  it  is  the  seat  of 
Government. 

Mr.  RoBERTSOJi  5aid  hecoincided  with  the  gen- 
tleman in  some  of  his  views.  He  could  see  no 
strong  reason  for  preferring  Philadelphia ;  because, 
if  the  object  was  to  select  a  city  on  account  of  its 
commerce,  Philadelphia  was  not  the  most  com- 
mercial place;  and  if  that  reason  carried  the  bank 
from  the  Seat  of  Government,  the  same  reason 
would  prevent  its  being  located  at  Philadelphia. 
But  Mr.  R,  said  he  had  another  reason  for  disap- 
proving the  place  mentioned  in  the  bill — be  was 
unwilling  to  impose  upon  Philadelphia  an  insti- 
tution so  obnoxious  to  the  Representatives  from 
that  city,  all  of  whom  were  so  decidedly  hostile 
to  the  bank.  However,  he  said,  he  should  nol 
vole  for  the  motion,  because,  as  a  place  of  greater 
commerce,  be  preferred   Philadelphia   to  Wash- 


ington. 


At  the  suggesiionofMr.CALHODN,  who  thought 
the  motion  had  better  be  offered  on  a  subsequent 
stage  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Wright  withdrew  his 
amendment  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  inserting  a  clause  making  foreign 
coins  receivable  for  subscriptions  at  their  real  as- 
certained value,  and  not  according  to  the  rate 
fixed  by  the  former  act  of  Congress,  which  was 
admitted  to  be  incorrect,  particularly  in  the  value 
placed  on  Spanish  gold  coins. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  adverting  to  the  ii>- 
sinuaiion  which  had  been  thrown  out,  that  the 
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bank  was  not  intended  to  be.  and  could  not  be,  a 
specie  bank;  and  repealing  that  he,  for  one.  had 
in  view  a  bank  of  no  other  kind — to  insure  to  it 
that  character  therefore,  and  remove  the  doubts 
now  entertained  by  others — he  moved  to  strike 
out  the  word  Jive  (the  amount  of  the  second  pay- 
ment, required  in  specie)  with  the  intention  of 
moving  to  substitute  a  larger  sum.  He  thought 
it  belter  to  enable  the  bank  to  do.  as  soon  as 
practicable,  a  liberal  business,  and  at  the  same 
time  lessen  the  chance  of  drawing  out,  by  any 
run  on  it,  the  specie  at  first  paid  in.  dec. 

Mr.  Calhoc.n  had  not  much  objection  to  the 
motion;  though  he  thought  the  bank  could  cer- 
tainly do  safely  a  business  to  the  amount  of  the  first 
specie  payment;  and  if  a  greater  business  was 
offered  to  them,  they  would  tiave  it  in  their  power 
to  increase  their  specie  at  pleasure.  His  only  ob- 
jection to  enlarging  the  first  cash  instalment  was, 
that  It  might  have  the  effect  to  draw  the  specie 
out  of  the  existing  banks. 

Mr.  S.MiTH's  motion  to  strike  out  the  word^pe 
was  carried,  and  he  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
wiih  the  word j^i(ee«,  and  to  strike  out  altogether 
the  last  payment  of  ten  duUars  in  specie,  which 
was  to  have  been  made  at  eighteen  months  from 
the  day  of  subscription  ;— which  was  also  agreed 
to — ayes  56,  noes  44. 

Mr.  Root  said  the  section  under  their  consid-  ' 
eration  was  the  essential  part  of  the  contemplated  ' 
institution,  as  it  contained  its  constituent  or  vital 
parts  ;  and   proceeded   to  enumerate   the  various 
stocks  receivable  in  subscription,  the  rates  fixed  ' 
for  them  by  the  bill;  the  price  paid  for  them  by  ' 
the  lenders  to  the  Government,  and  the  profits  now  : 
about  to  be  given  to  those  lenders,  by  raising  the  ■ 
stocks  to  par — thus  granting  a  bounty   to   those  ' 
men.     The  same  reasons  did  not  exist,  he  said, 
for  such  a  measure  at  present,  as  existed  at  the  j 
last  session.     Then,  the  credit  of  the  Government 
was   weak;  now  it  was   strong.     He  would  not  ] 
deny  that  ttie  lenders  to  ihe  Government  might  1 
have  been  actuated  by  patriotic  motives;  but  that  ! 
was  no  reason  for  granting  to  them  anything  more 
than   was   bargained   for — and    he  proceeded  to  ' 
show  that  by  allowing  the  Commissioners  of  the  \ 
Sinking   Fund   to  buy  up  this  stock,  instead   of' 
permitting  it  to  be  subscribed  in  the  bank  at  the  ' 
rates  prescribed  by  the  bill,  the  Government  would 
save  about   two  millions  in  its  redemption,  dec. 
For  these  and  other  reasons  adduced,  he  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  fixing  the  rate  at  wnich  the  ' 
six  per  cent,  stock  shall  be  received  in  subscrip- 
tion to  the  bank  at  ninety  per  cent,  instead  of  par.  I 

Mr.  Calhoun  objected  to  the  motioQ.  Its  ob-  | 
vious  effect,  if  not  its  object,  he  said,  was  to  in-  i 
crease  the  bonus.  If  the  stocks  are  depreciated,  | 
said  Mr.  C,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  itie  holders  of  itj  | 
but  of  the  Goverument  itself,  and  it  would  be  im-  ' 
proper  in  the  Government  to  take  advantage  of 
this  depreciation.  The  measure  would  also  nave  i 
an  injurious  influence  on  the  subscriptions  lo  the  ] 
bank,  without  answering  any  good  purpose,  and  i 
he,  therefore  hoped  the  motion  would  noi  prevail.  | 

Mr.  Root  said  in  reply,  that  those  who  boasted 
so  much  of  having  loaned  their  money  to  the  I 
14tli  Con.  1st  Sess.— 36 


I  Government,  only  gave  their  depreciated  notes, 
and  received  in  return  the  notes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, by  which  they  made  a  great  profit,  and  that 
was  all  their  merit,  dec. 

Mr.  GoLOSBOROUQH  made  a  few  remarks  oii 
the  motion.  He  thought  it  questionable  whether 
a  Government  ought  to  fix  on  its  own  stock  a 
manifest  depreciation,  and  in  this  instance,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  very  great  injustice,  and  a 
violation  of  public  faith  ;  Ijecause,  in  the  next 
clause,  it  was  provided,  that  the  stock  shoud  be 
redeemed  and  liquidated  at  the  rates  at  which  it 
was  paid  in  to  the  bank.  dec. 

Mr.  Ross  thouglit  the  circumstance  deprecated 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  existed  already  ;  which 
opinion  he  supported  by  a  few  arguments.  The 
whole  system  of  this  bill,  he  said,  was  an  en- 
couragement to  stock-jobbers,  and  was  of  the 
same  character  as  the  measure  which  once  bene- 
fitted the  speculators  at  the  expense  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  by  funding  their  certificates,  dec. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Root,  and  negatived — only  seven  or  eight 
gentlemen  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Satdrdav,  March  2. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  iransmiiting 
a  report  and  statement  of  additions  which  have 
been  made,  since  the  30ih  September  last,  to  the 
funded  and  floating  debts  of  the  United  Stales; 
wliicb  *rR'  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  V^  RiGt;r,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Mes>age  which  relates  to  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  militia  expenses,  incurred  by  the 
States  without  the  sanction  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, reported  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 
militia  in  the  case  therein  mentioned  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  National 
Currency  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  compelling  the  banks  in  the  different 
States,  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  to 
resume  specie  payments,  by  increasing  the  duty 
on  stamps,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  may  be 
best  calculated  to  produce  the  desired  efl'eci. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  direct  lax  upon  the  United 
States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year 
1S16,"  with  amendments;  they  have  also  passed 
a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchill."  io 
which  amendments  and  bill  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  ihis  House. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment. The  report  being  gone  through,  many 
amendments  were  successively  offered  lo  the  bill, 
which  produced  much  discussion. 
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The  Ml  having  been  amended,  on  tnoiion  of 
Mr.  WR.qHT,  so  as  to  allow  to  members  of  Con- 
gress the  privilege  of  fninking  letters  during  the 
recess,  the,  same  power  was  atlempteu  to  be  ob- 

^   tained  forithe  Chaplain  ;  which  motion  was  sup- 

i  ported    by;  Mr.  Wright,   and    opposed    by   Mr. 

f  PicKEBiN*,,  and  then  negatived — yeas  5. 

t      Mr.  TAi.LMADGE  movt.'d  the  following  amend- 

y  ment  as  s<;ction  4. : 

f.      And  bf  it  further  enacted,  That  no  mail  shall  be 

4traaiported  on  the  Sabbath  ;  nor  shall  any  post  office 
be  opened  .'or  the  rpceipt  ordeliTery  of  letters,  packeU, 
4  or  newspajters,  on  the  Lord's  day  ;  any  law  or  uaai^eto 
w  the  contrar"  notwithstanding. 

t  Mr.  T.Kaid,  when  he  recollected  the  numerous 
r,  petitions  which  had  been  presented  to  Congress 
4 from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  at  the  present 
Vsession,  hf  had  hoped  that,  when  the  Committee 
Ion  the  Pj)st  Office  and  Post  Roads  made  their 
^report,  th»|y  would  have  noticed  this  subject  with 
Iparticular*  attention.  He  said  he  was  fortified  in 
I  this  hope,  from  the  consideration  that  the  subject 
I  was  not  a  new  one  ;  it  had  been  presented  again 
y  and  again-  by  varioua  classes  of  the  community, 

1  without  ffspect  to  party,  praying  for  the  interpo- 
sition of  ihe  National  Legislature  to  prevent  the 
transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  in  this  be  was  disappointed. 

He  wai  moreover,  aware  that  great  difficulties 
were  to  l>e  surmounted,  and  strong  prejudices 
overcome*  to  effect  the  objects  he  had  in  view. 
The  worj^  passions  of  the  human  heart  would  be 
brought  into  exercise  when  their  stronghold 
should  thps  be  attacked.  The  plea  of  necessity. 
'^'  and  very  possibly  even  of  duty,  would  be  urged 
I  to  contiaij^e  a  practice  which  had  too  long  been  a 
r  reproach/o  our  legislative  code,  and  exposed  our 
^  country  i^  the  judgments  of  Heaven. 
2  Mr.  T».3aid,  the  argument  he  proposed  to  offer 
8  to  the  Hcuse,  in  support  of  his  amendment,  was 
;"  of  a  twofold  nature.  It  had  for  its  basis  the  une- 
U  quivocal  (oramand  of  the  Supreme  legislator,  and 
^it  was  frafught  with  blessings  to  mankind. 
*  It  woujd  be  needless,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  not  indec- 
f'  orous,  to  ^irove  the  Divine  institution  of  the  Sab- 
»t  bath  day,  In  this  enlightened  age.  and  in  a 
,-*  Christian^  country,  it  is  presumed  that  such  a  task 
t\  would  bejuseless.  I  will  only  take  occasion,  said 
u  he,  to  retiark.  that  in  the  decalogue  this  precept 
f?  is  given  with  a  solemn  sanction,  and  with  great 
clearnessjand  precision  ;  nor  does  there  appear  to 
be  any  di»  pensing  power  left  to  human  wisdom, 
but  that  -which  may  be  derived  from  works  of 
necessity'and  mercy. 

As  to  tjie  advantages  resulting  Uon\  a  due  ob- 
servance of  this  sacred  precept,  they  are  uumer- 
":•  ous  and  ijreat.  The  ces.sation  of  labor  through 
.^  one  day  ^ut  of  seven,  serves  greatly  to  relieve  and 
«  refresh  btfth  man  and  bea«t,  and  thus  to  fit  them 
9|  more  efftotualiy  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  en- 
suing wifek.  But  the  solemn  duties  of  public 
wo.'ship^.'Nvluch  are  more  immediately  enjoined 
on  this  tt*)ly  day.  are  by  no  means  to  be  dispensed 
with.  Ifi  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord,  and  from 
the  lips  i>i  the  priest,  are  the  people  to  expect  les- 
;J  sons  of  jure  morality  and  virtue. 
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The  history  of  the  world,  in  every  age,  exhib- 
its indubitable  evidence,  that  where  the  Sabbath 
has  been  revered,  and  the  worship  of  the  Supreme 
Being  attended  with  reverence  and  devotion,  then 
public  prosperity  and  private  happiness  have  been 
most  abundantly  enjoyed.  In  ancient  history, 
the  Jews  afford  the  most  incontrovertible  evidence 
of  this  truth.  While  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  Supreme  lawgiver,  they  were  com- 
manded to  observe  the  Sabbath  day  and  keep  it 
holy ;  to  worship  the  great  Jehovali  in  their  sol- 
emn assemblies,  and  wholly  to  abstain  from  ser- 
rile  labor.  To  the  observance  of  these  duties 
manifold  blessings  were  promised;  and,  on  their 
neglect,  the  heaviest  judgments  were  denounced. 
And  who  is  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that,  so 
long  as  they  remained  faithful  to  their  covenant 
obligations  and  obedient  to  their  God.  (and  no 
duty  was  more  pointedly  enjoined  ihan  a  due  ob- 
servance of  the  Sabbath.)  they  were  the  most 
prosperous  and  happy  nation  on  the  earth;  but 
when  they  declined  in  their  duty,  and  forgot  their 
vows;  when  they  neglected  to  keep  the  Sabbath 
day  holy,  according  to  the  Divine  command,  and 
the  consequent  practice  of  idol  worship  supplant- 
ed that  of  the  living  and  true  God.  they  became 
uneasy  under  the  restraints  of  the  law.  He  ful- 
filled his  righteous  judgments,  by  giving  them  up 
to  be  destroyed.  And  where  are  they  now  as  a  na- 
tion, and  what  has  becomeof  their  beautiful  temple 
and  their  glory?  Nay,  further,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
venture  to  assert  that  there  is  not  a  nation  on 
earth,  where  the  great  Jehovah  is  not  respected 
by  a  due  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  that  the  peo- 
ple can  be  said  to  be  either  prosperous  or  happy. 

On  a  former  occasion,  when  this  subject  was 
before  Congress,  i  recollect  that  a  prominent  ob- 
jection against  granting  the  relief  prayed  for. 
was,  that  the  nation  was  m  a  state  of  war,  and  that 
it  became  indispensable  that  every  facility  should 
be  afforded  to  communication  as  well  a?  transpor- 
tation. Happily  for  this  country  this  heavy  judg- 
ment has  been  removed,  and  we  are  now  at  peace 
with  all  the  world.  A  more  favorable  time  may 
probably  never  occur  to  retrieve  our  national 
character,  and  wipe  this  foul  reproach  from  our 
system.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  our  laws,  relating 
to  the  Post  Office,  do  not  absolutely  require  that 
the  Sabbath  should  be  broken  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  If  evils  exist  which  the  Legislature  can 
only  remedy,  and  they  omit  to  correct  them,  they 
must  be  deemed  responsible  for  all  their  conse- 
quences. 

I  am  aware,  however,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  ob- 
jections will  be  made  to  the  amendment  now 
proposed,  by  men  of  pleasure  and  amusement,  by 
men  of  business,  and  by  those  who  are  burdened 
With  the  cares  of  State.  The  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  friends;  of  receiving  and  communicating 
the  earliest  new»;  and  of  promoting  worldly  pro- 
fits, will  be  deemed  by  many  insuperable  objec- 
tions to  the  proposition  which  I  have  now  sub- 
mitted. But.  sir,  to  every  objection  of  this  son. 
It  IS  enough  for  me  to  find  what  is  the  rule  of 
duty.  If  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  lawgiver 
can  be  clearly  discovered  claiming  the  Sabbath 
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for  himself,  and  prohibiting  worldly  amusements 
and  employments,  our  duty  is  clear,  and  the  ne- 
glect of  it  is  criminal.  In  that  case  we  may  not 
confer  with  flesh  and  blood  ;  we  are  not  left  to 
consult  our  own  pleasure  and  advantage;  but  we 
•re  bound  to  obey,  and  to  trust  the  providence  of 
God  to  provide  for  us  in  some  other  way.  '•  Thus 
saith  the  Lord."  is  calculated  to  silence  every 
objection,  and  lay  the  whole  race  of  Adam  at  his 
footstool. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  remark,  that  if  the  mails 
are  permitted  freely  to  pass  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
the  post  offices  to  be  opened  for  the  delivery  of 
letters  and  newspapers,  the  former  will  probably 
increa.«e  to  disturb  the  worship  of  our  solemn  as- 
semblies, while  the  latter  may  become,  in  some 
places,  receptacles  for  those  devoted  to  noise  and 
not.  Sir.  I  wish  to  see  this  evil  remedied  before 
it  has  progressed  so  far  as  almost  to  defy  the  sal- 
utary restraints  of  municipal  law;  I  wish  to  see 


Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  ©f  Virginia,  King  of  NcMth 
Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Mason.  Mayrant,  Mc- 
Coy, McKce,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Middleton,  Mills,  Moore,  Newton,  OniubT,  Purrie,  Pick- 
ens, Pickering,  Piper,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reynolds. 
Robertson,  Root,  S«rgeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharp*,' 
Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Sunford,  Taul,  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop 
Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward. 
Yancey,  and  Y'ates. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  for 
reasons  which  he  stated,  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
amendment  which  gives  to  the  members  of  Con- 
gress the  privilege  of  franking  during  the  recess. 

In  the  debate  which  ensued  on  this  subject,  the 
privilege  of  franking  during  the  recess  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Randolph,  Wright.  Grosve- 
NOR,  and   CuLPEPER  ;   and   opposed    by    Messrs. 


the  Sabbath  rescued  from  violation  and  reproach    '  Hall.  Comstock,  and  Pickering.     The  debate 
In  offering  the  present  amendment.  I  hope  no  I  "^^f  ^^  ^   miscellaneous  character,  desultory   but 
one  will  impute  to  me  motives  derived  from  sel-  i  "'°^'"     '"'ere^ung-        The    principal    argument 


'J 
fishness  or  popularity.  I  am  fully  aware  that  the 
predominant  passions  ol  the  human  heart  are  all 
against  me,  and,  having  nearly  closed  my  politi- 
cal life,  I  have  nothing  to  hope  for  or  expect  from 
popular  applause.  I  am  alivays  ambitious  to  ob- 
tain the  approbation  of  the  virtuous  and  the  good ; 
and.  whether  this  attempt  shall  succeed  or  not, 
I  ask  no  more  of  this  honorable  House  than  a  be- 
lief that  I  have  offered  this  amendment  from  a 
solemn  conviction  of  duty,  and  that  the  best  in- 
terests of  our  country  demand  such  a  measure  at 
our  hands.  I  have  only  one  request  further  to 
make,  which  is.  that  the  yeas  and  nays  may  be 
granted  on  the  final  decision  of  this  question. 

Mr.  T.'s  motion  gave  rise  toa  debate  of  consider- 
able length,  involving  the  arguments,  pro  and  con. 
It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ingham,  (chairman  of  the 
Post  Office  Committee.)  because  the  subject  of  the 
motion  wasspecially  referred  to  ihatcommittee,  on 
which  they  would  very  soon  make  a  report,  when 
the  propriety  of  the  measure  might  be  argued 


against  granting  the  privilege  was.  that  it  created 
at  their  homes,  in  private  life,  an  odious  and 
unjust  distinction  from  other  citizens,  in  favor  of 
members  of  Congress.  To  this  it  was  replied, 
besides  the  arguments  obviously  favoring  the 
amendment,  that  tiiis  privilege  was  not  compar- 
able in  magnitude  to  that  of  exemption  from  mi- 
litia service  already  existing  by  law.  and  which 
no  one  would  propose  to  abrogate,  dec. 

The  amendment  going  to  allow  this  privilege 
to  members  of  Congress,  was  at  length  agreed  to 
—  yeas  74.  nays  ti2.  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Atherton,  Bateman,  Bay- 
lies, Betts,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Boss,  Breckenhdge, 
Burneide,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley, 
Clarke  of  North  Carohna,  Condict,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Hammond, 
Hanson,  Hardin,  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Jackson,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King 
of  North  Carohna,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lot- 
ett,  Lowndes,  Marsh,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McKee,  Mc- 
r„.  ,  J  .      »s^  r.   -  Leanof  Ohio,  Middleton,  Mills,  Milnor, Newton, Noycs, 

The  motion  was  also  opposed  by  Messrs.  Picker-  |  p^Hs.  Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Robertson. 


ING,  Mills,  of  Massachusetts.  Jackson,  Hai  L.and 
Wright,  for  this  and  other  reasons. 

The  motion  was  finally  decided  in  the  neo'a- 
tive — yeas  35,  nays  100,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies,  Brown.  Champion,  Com- 
stock, Culpeper,    Davenport,  Hulbert,  Jewett,    Kent, 


Sergeant,  Schenck,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Smith  of  .Maryland,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor  of 
New  York.  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Thomas,  Throop, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wilkin,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Wright  Y'ancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.    .\rcher.  Baker.   Barbour,    Bassett, 


Langdon,  Law,  Lovctt,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Marsh,  I  Bennett,  Brooks,  Clayton,  Comstock,  Crawford.  Cuth- 
Milnor.  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  1  ^"^'  Darhngton,  Davenport,  Desha,  Edwards,  Forney, 
Noyes,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Rice,  Southard,  Stearns,  Strong,  |  I^oreyth,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hale,  Hail, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massa-  I  Hawes,  Herbert,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
chusetts,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilkin,  and  Wright.        '  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia.  Lumpkin.  Lyle,  Lyon,  .Maclay, 


Nats— Messrs.  Adgate,  .\leiander,  Archer,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Birdsall,  Blount,  Boss, 
Breckenhdge,  Brooks,  Burnside,  Cady.  Calhoun,  Can- 
non, Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clay- 
ton, Clendennin,  Condict,  Conner.  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Creighton.  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
Griffin,  Grosvenor.  Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hanson, 
Hardin,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopkinson, 
Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 


McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky.  .Moore,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Root,  Savage, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Steams,  Strong, 
Tallmadge.  Taul,  Telfair,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Vose, 
Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
W'hiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Williams.  Willoughby, 
W'Uliam   Wilson,  and  Woodward. 

Mr.  Goldsborolgh  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill 
the  following  section,  as  the  fifth  thereof,  viz  : 

Ssc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That   veveU 


fll27   =V 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


1128 


1129 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1130 


1' 


f  ■ 


II 


Hj 


^H.  or  R.  1 


Compensation  of  Members,  ^c. 


March,  1816. 


: 


M: 

f 

1 

lA ' 

1 

! 

Uf- 

1 

-H  '■ 

, 

.'M 

4 

||l 

|9  < 

it 

! 

r 

« 

- 

n 

*  ff hose  bui^nesi  ii  confined  to  bays  and  rivers,  and  to 
fporta  and  flaces  between  which  no  regular  and  direct 
imail  is  earned  by  water,  shall  be  excepted  from  the 
'  operation  4f  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  act 
,  passed  at  jhe  last  Fession  of  Congress,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addi^on  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  £&• 
I  tabluhmer>'t." 

And  th«f  question  thereon  hein^  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Severa^  other  amendments  were  proposed  to 

.the  bill.  w«hich  being  rejected,  the  bill  was  ordered 

to  be  eng/ossed  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 

next.        i 

I* 

.    4 

\         Monday,  March  4. 

Mr.  Sj.i-'tTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointel"  on  the  petition  of  John  M.  Forbes, 
reported. <i  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  John  M.  Forbes; 
which  wai?  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  reacj  'he  third  time  today,  which  was  subse- 
quently ;rone,  and  the  hill  passed. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  Department  was  announced  for  a 
third  rea;iiing.  but  recommitted  to  the  Post  Office 
Commilfife,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  some 
trivial  a^Dendment. 

The  hj^l  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard MitQhell  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  R'jNDOLPH,  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
appoint^  to  inquire  into  the  illegal  traffic  of 
slaves  cfirjied  on  through  this  District,  asked  and 
obtaine(4!>ulhority  to  send  for  person-^  and  papers 
relative  \*i  the  inquiry. 

COMPENSATION*  OF  MEMBERS.  Ac. 

Mr.  Jc>HNS0N,  of  Kentucky,  ^aid  he  considered 
it  his  duly  to  make  a  proposition  to  the  House, 
the  object  of  which  was  the  despatch  of  public 
busine&f.>a  more  punctual  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers of  (Jongress  to  their  duty,  and  to  shorten  the 
sessions;Of  Congress,  by  changing  the  compen- 
sation oj'  the  members  from  six  dollars  per  day 
into  a  gross  sum  for  each  session,  and  by  other 
regulatijyhs  connected  with  the  i^ubject,  having 
the  san^.-  tendency;  and  to  deduct  the  compen- 
sation c«f  members  in  proportion  to  their  absence 
from  thp  House  during  the  session.  The  public 
busines'\has  been  so  protracteJ,  that  at  the  close 
of  threo'montb?,  no  member  could  yet  .see,  with 
any  ce.rainiy,  the  termination  of  the  session. 
This  del^y  may  be  ascribed  to  a  variety  of  causes: 
such  as  the  accumulation  of  business  after  a 
war ;  tK.e  variety  of  .seuiiraent  on  every  sub- 
ject;  bui  to  no  cause  could  we  ascribe  so  much 
the  del»»  of  business,  as  to  the  constant  and  never- 
ending  (jebate  on  every  subject  that  came  be- 
fore Cai»gre--s  for  decision.  On  subjects  of  im- 
portanoj-.  difficulty,  and  complication,  discussion 
was  neivssary  and  proper  ;  and  on  such  occa- 
sions if-'should  always  be  indulged,  without  re- 
straint, *until  the  subject  was  thoroughly  under- 
stood. In  speaking  of  the  proceeding?  of  the 
House,  Ite  did  not  wish  lo  be  considerel  as  cast- 
ing ceni-nre  upon  any  member;  he  spoke  of  the 
House  j^  a  body  ;  he  spoke  of  evils  which  were 
•pparcijt  to  all.  and  ii  was  the  duty  of  all  to  put 


an  end  to  them.     He  could  speak  more  freely  of 

the  necessity  of  reform  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  because  he  did  not  pretend  to  inculpate 
himself  less  than  others;  on  minor  subjects,  on 
detail,  as  to  phraseology,  and  all  amendments  to 
bills  and  reports,  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of 
members  to  have  confidence  in  each  other,  and 
not  presume  any  to  be  unprepared  to  act.  On 
the  contrary,  it  should  be  admitted, as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  each  member  could  judge  for  himself, 
and  correctly, upon  hearing  the  proposition  made; 
and  if  any  difficulty  should  exist  as  to  matters  of 
fact,  a  single  inquiry  of  those  whose  duty  it  had 
been  to  examine  them,  would  be  all  that  should 
be  required,  in  the  way  of  conversation,  and  not 
in  set  speeches.  In  any  such  cases  it  would  be  a 
poor  compliment  to  the  capacity  or  attention  of 
any  member  to  suppose  tedious  examination 
necessary.  Indeed  we  are  very  much  mistaken 
if  we  presume  that  the  silent  members  of  the 
House  (and  they  compose  a  majority)  think  less 
than  those  who  speak  most.  Those  who  said 
but  little  were  generally  masters  of  the  subject, 
understanding  the  principles  and  the  details  of  a 
bill  before  it  was  acted  upon.  The  House  had 
adopted  a  rule  that  no  member  should  speak 
more  than  twice  on  the  same  question.  It  was 
easy  to  evade  the  rule,  by  varying  the  question, 
and,  indeed,  the  rule  was  nominal,  for  leave  was 
always  granted,  when  asked.  The  cry  for  the 
question  was  a  kind  of  disorder  that  had  no  in- 
fluence, because  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker, 
at  all  limes,  to  suppress  it,  if  a  member  was  on 
the  floor  speakini,'.  The  inattention  of  the  House 
to  members  speaking,  had  no  greater  influence, 
as  It  was  not  uncommon  to  see  an  interesting 
speaker  occupying  the  floor,  with  an  able  speech, 
with  a  half  dozen  friends  around  him,  listening, 
more  out  of  courtesy,  than  a  desire  lo  have  any 
doubts  removed  in  relation  to  the  subject.  It  is 
well  known  to  the  House  that  for  several  years 
past,  particularly  during  the  war,  there  was  a 
universal  disgust,  clamor,  and  censure  through- 
out the  nation  at  our  much  talking  and  little 
action.  The  people  had  much  reason  on  their 
side,  in  this  disgust,  but  they  were  not  exactly 
acquainted  with  all  the  difficulties  we  had  to  en- 
counter. It  is,  however,  high  lime  that  Con- 
gress should  be  redeemed  from  imputations  which 
have  lessened  very  much  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  It  is  also  well  known  that  daily  and 
hourly  we  hear  ihe  entreaties  of  claimanls,  urging 
us  to  act  upon  their  petition,  unlil  the  applicants 
in  many  cases  have  to  return  home  upon  the 
bounty  of  friends,  and  continue  to  attend  Con- 
gress many  years,  without  a  decision  of  their 
cases ;  and  in  most  instances  their  claims  were  of 
the  most  meritorious  character.  To  these  in- 
ducements, Mr.  J.  said,  a  rule  existed,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  previous  question — a  rule  which 
would  never  be  enforced  but  in  the  most  extreme 
necessity;  but,  if  it  could  be  enforced,  it  would 
be  effectual.  But  even  in  war,  when  we  had 
such  strong  reason  for  it,  very  few  members 
could  be  brought  even  lo  call  it,  and,  when  de- 
manded, very  seldom  supported  by  the  House  ; 
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and,  if  supported  there,  certain  members  to  whom 
the  rule  was  obnoxious,  would  call  the  ayes  and 
noes,  and  put  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  pro- 
gressing. From  the  experience  of  the  House  on 
this  subject,  all  would  agree  that  the  previous 
question,  however  proper  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a 
majority  of  the  House,  was  a  dead  letter  in  time 
of  peace.  There  must  be  some  remedy  for  this 
evil,  and  what  is  so  effectual  as  to  give  a  gross 
sum  of  money  by  which  members  will  be  made 
attentive  to  business,  and  not  adjourn  any  day  at 
four  o'clock,  when  such  a  course  of  conduct 
would  be  to  deprive  them  of  an  adequate  com- 
]>ensation.  dec. ;  on  the  other  hand  to  takeaway 
the  imputation  on  members  of  remaining  in  ses- 
sion for  the  per  diem  ;  and  it  will  hold  out  the 
inducement  of  a  higher  reward,  in  proportion  to 
the  industry  of  the  House.  Without  this  remedy 
Congress  would,  after  a  while,  have  to  sit  all  the 
year,  which  would  ultimately  drive  every  man 
from  Congress  whose  time  was  valuable  to  him- 
self and  family,  and  who  was  not  wealthy  enough 
to  make  such  a  sacrifice  of  time.  In  a  few  years, 
riches  and  not  patriotism  would  rule  the  nation  ; 
whatever  we  have,  let  it  be  by  the  session  and 
not  by  the  day.  We  can  do  in  three  months 
what  we  fail  to  do  in  ten  under  the  present  ar- 
rangement. As  soon  as  the  Spring  opens  what 
do  we  witness  ?  The  farmer  wishes  to  return  to 
his  family  and  farm  ;  the  mechanic  to  his  shop; 
the  lawyer  to  his  courts  ;  applications  are  daily 
made  for  leave  of  absence,  until  we  are  left  with 
a  bare  quorum,  and  sometimes  not  thai;  we  have 
to  send  for  members,  and  those  who  stay  are  in- 
jured, and  some  ruined,  and  ultimately  quit  Con- 
gress from  necessity. 

The  session  should  be  reduced  to  three,  and 
not  extended  to  six  months.  In  such  a  case  its 
sacrifice  would  not  be  so  great.  If  inquiry  should 
be  made  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  whal  com- 
pensation should  be  given  as  a  gross  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  each  member,  the  answer  would  be  easy  : 
such  a  compensation  as  will  not  cost  the  United 
States  one  cent  more,  but  by  our  industry  might 
be  more  to  us  ;  give  a  member  of  Congress  what 
you  give  to  your  Doorkeeper,  your  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  and  it  will  be  better  than  the  present  sys- 
tem. Nothing  extravagant,  nothing  prodigal  ;  a 
compensation  received  by  a  good  clerk  in  one  of 
the  departments  would  be  sufficient:  give  what 
we  may,  the  compensation  should  be  in  a  gross 
sum,  and  not  a  compensation  by  the  day.  Mr.  J. 
said  the  effect  of  this  change  would  produce  three 
results:  1st.  It  would  lessen  the  duration  of  the 
session;  2d.  It  would  give  the  members  greater 
compensation  if  they  acted  with  industry  ;  3d. 
It  would  save  money  to  the  nation,  by  lessening 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  in  fuel, 
stationery,  and  attendance,  which  was  now  very 
great.  But  it  may  be  asked,  should  a  gross  sum 
operate  upon  members  of  Congress  to  be  more 
industriou.s.  as  it  would  upon  the  day  laborer,  and 
he  who  worked  by  the  job  ?  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  no 
doubt  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  no  disgrace  to 
members  to  say  that  they  could  be  operated  upon 
like  other  men.    in  a  Government  like  ours,  we 


should  avoid  extravagance,  so  we  should  extreme 
parsimony.  In  relation  to  the  Representatives 
of  a  free  people,  he  thought  they  should  be  actu- 
ated from  patriotic,  and  not  sordid  motives  ;  and 
a  reasonable  compensation  was  all  they  should 
have.  But  a  member  of  Congress  who  repre- 
sents thirty-five  thousand  free  men  would  feel 
himself  degraded,  and  so  would  the  people,  if 
such  was  the  reward  as  to  drive  from  Congress 
all  but  the  rich  aad  the  favored  few.  Mr.  J.  then 
moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  present  mode  of 
compensation  to  the  members  of  Congress  into  a  gross 
sum  for  each  session  ;  and  to  report  such  other  pro- 
visions as  may  have  a  tendency  to  the  despatch  of 
public  business,  and  to  compel  the  punctual  attend- 
ance of  members  of  Congress  during  the  session. 

Mr.  Randolph  expressed  his  hope  the  resolve 
would  be  adopted,  and  carried  into  complete 
effect.  In  moving  it,  he  said,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  acted  with  a  manliness  which  be- 
came his  character ;  with  a  frankness  and  inde- 
pendence which  deserves  not  only  the  thanks  of 
this  body,  but  the  approbation  of  the  nation.  The 
situation  in  which  members  of  Congress  were 
placed,  growing  out  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  compensated  for  their  public  services,  was, 
he  said,  disgraceful  to  them  individually,  as  well 
as  a  great  public  detriment.  Was  it  wonderful, 
he  asked,  that  they  sliould  be  considered  by  the 
people  at  large  in  the  light  of  day  laborers,  who 
work  here  for  something  less  than  a  dollar  an 
hour  ;  for  something  more  perhaps  than  you  have 
to  pay  a  man  for  sawing  wood  !  He  premised, 
with  a  solemn  assurance  of  his  sincerity  in  the 
declaration,  that  his  opinion  was  now,  and  always 
had  been,  that  the  members  of  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  Government  ought  to  receive  no 
pay  at  all.  This,  he  said,  he  knew  to  be  an  un- 
popular sentiment,  but  he  ^incerely  entertained 
ii.  But,  if  the  members  were  to  receive  pay,  he 
would  have  them  paid  like  gentlemen;  because 
raembersof  Congressought  to  be  gentlemen — they 
ought  to  be,  and  he  trusted  they  were,  m  prin- 
ciple— not  merely  in  their  exterior,  but  in  their 
high  sense  of  honor,  m  a  character  which  scorns, 
which  spurn:,  to  do  that  which  is  mean  and  base. 
In  this  pointof  view,  Mr.  R.said,  he  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky.  Mr.  R.  here  took  a  discursive  view 
of  the  course  and  origin  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  and  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  some  years  ago  to  establish  a  difference 
in  the  rates  of  payment  between  members  of  the 
Senate  and  the  other  House.  A  member  of  Con- 
gress, he  went  on  to  say.  was  as  much  entitled  to 
his  pay  for  the  day  he  does  not  attend  as  for  the 
day  he  does  attend  ;  it  was  not  to  be  presumed, 
because  he  was  not  in  his  seat,  that  he  was  idle. 
His  business,  he  said,  was  not  merely  to  come 
here  to  write  and  frank  so  many  letters,  read  so 
many  newspapers,  and  stitch  together  so  many 
documents  as  he  daily  finds  on  his  table  ;  to  ad- 
journ whenever  the  index  of  the  clock  pointed  to 
four  o'clock,  and  pass  the  remainder  of  the  four 
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ind  tweniv  hours  in  a  perfect  abstraction  of  mind 
tDd  bod >'  from  labor  and  exertion.     No.  Mr.  R. 
VVaid,  evea^unday  shone  no  Sabbath  day  for  him  ; 
;'^nd   yet.'l^is  account  with  the  public  for  his  ser- 
*.irices  wh«f  a  member  heretofore,  to  this  day  re- 
gained ui'seitled,  because  he  could  not  undertake 
jko  say  to  tae  Committee  of  Accounts  how  many 
Ilays  he  h)»d   been  absent.  <tc.     This  is  a  sort  of 
^conomy  pe  condemntd — would   they   think  of 
■Jubtractin^  from  the  compensation  of  the  head  of 
j0,  Departnfenr  so  much  for  every  day  he  did  not 
X;o  to  his  pffice  ?     A  member  of  Congress,  if  he 
Reserved  U)  come  at  all,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  no  com- 
|oensation  for  his  services  in  the  miserable  pittance 
jRvhich    th<    Government    now    allows.  &.c.     He 
^oped   thtf  motion  would  pass,  and  that  another 
•eform  would   take  place  in   the  mode  of  doing 
^l.usiness  m   the  Hou*.e  ;  that  was,  by   allowing 
.•idays  for  husiness  in  the  House,  and  leafing  other 
jSays  for  doing  business  out  of  the  House,  dec. 
JjThe  prestnt  system  might  do,  said  he,  for  mer- 
r  cnary  soldiers,  for  day  laborers  ;  but  not  for  men 
f  our  tinh^.'  of  life  and  of  our  state.     With  respect 
0  devisir  J  any  mode  of  forcing  the  attendance  of 
embers.  |ie  was  afraid  no  better  could  be  devised 
han  that  ivbich  exists;  the  compulsory  process, 
topping  wages,  (fee,  treating  the  members  of  this 
"ouse  like  livery  servants,  would  not  do.     Mr. 
.  concluded  his  remarks  by  saying  he  had  some- 
r^jmes  rejected  with  pain  on  the  gradual  depreci- 
.^iion  of  »&e  value  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  since 
.^le  first  hrfd  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  it.     Members 
^|hen  madr  no  sacrifices  of  the  dignity  of  their 
sjtalion,  aiid  of  their  own    personal  dignity.     If 
^*ihey   had;)iol  possessed  native  dignity,  they  ac- 
*^';juired  it  iifom  their  stations  ;  they  felt  themselves 
a^he  Repr«;^entatives  each  of  thirty  thousand  souls, 
^hey  iboi-.srht  it  beneath  them  in  those  days,  he 
J^-aid.  to  td>ckle  to  the  great  or  to  the  small  vulgar  ; 
^0  curry  iTavor  even  with  great  officers  of  State, 
i  either  for*^ign  or  domestic  ;  much  less  with  print- 
':^Ti  of  jouj^als,  newspapers,  &c. 
:♦   Mr.  ST4NroRD  rose  to  enter  his  protest  against 
liny  increaJse  of  the  compensation  of  members  of 
i^JyODgressji  against  offering  such  emoluments  as 
"'•^ould  inSiice  men  of  abilities  to  prefer  offices 
*  Ind   stations  under  the  General  Government  to 
[hose  undftr  the  State  Governments.     He  would 
diminish   iaiher  than  increase  the  compensation 
If  the  mertbers  of  this  House.     He  was  willing 
^  *j  change  the  mode  of  compensation,  but  not  in 
'-iny  way  s^i  as  to  increase  it.     The  depreciation  of 
fjnoney  w»j<:,  he  said,  a  great  and  just  complaint ; 
j^jut  any  cl^nge  contemplating  an  increase  of  the 
*fompensa|ion  of  the  members,  he  thought,  would 
,Je  essentially  to  the  mischief  of  prin- 
H«s   was  willing  to  change   the  mode  of 


<Sompensafjon ;  because  in  such  a  change  there 


he  a  cha 
J^.ple, 
*iomf 
,^night  be  both  economy  and  advantage, 

•y  Mr.  Randolph  again  rose.  He  said  that  when- 
5  rver  he  differed  from  the  gentleman  last  up,  he 
jjloubted  tlfe  correctness  of  his  own  judgment,  so 
>*;reat  reliaiice  had  he  on  that  of  that  honorable 
^jenilemaii.  The  resolution  before  the  House  did 
l^noi  speak  *if  increase  at  all.  but  of  a  change  in  the 
^jnoiit  of  ct^mpensaiion.     And.  he  asked,  ought  it 
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not  to  be  changed?     Was  ii  not  an  allegation 
every  day  presented  to  their  eyes  in   the  public 
prints,  that  the  sessions  of  Congress  were  pro- 
tracted for  the  convenience  of  some  members  who 
saved  four  dollars  a  day  cut  of  six  ?     Mr.  R.  said 
he  could  conceive  nothing  worse  than  giving  pay 
not  adequate  to  the  support  of  a  member  of  this 
House,  as  he  ought  to  live,  and  yet  very  adequate 
to  the  support,  and  profit  too.  of  a  man  who  lives 
as  a  member  of  this  House  ought   not  to  live. 
This  was  the  very  surest  mode  that  could  be  fixed 
on  to  make  them  tools  of  the  Executive.     He  did 
not  mean  to  speak  of  the  present  members,  but 
he  knew,  he  said,  that  in  old   times   there  were 
members  who  did  live  as  members  ought  not   to 
live,  and  there  were  members  who  laid  up  a  very 
considerable  sum  by  the  end  of  the  session,  which 
they  carried  home  with  them  in  round  ea;?les  and 
half  eagles,  and  not  in  rags.     Ambition,  '•  the  in- 
firmity of  noble  minds,''  might  bring  a  man  here, 
he  said,  but  he  seldom  served  long,  because  a 
proper  regard  to  his  private  affairs  would  not  au- 
thorize him  to  do  so.     The  consequence  had  been, 
he  added,  that  young  men.  not  destitute  of  ca- 
pacity, certainly,  nor,  perhaps,  of  education,  but 
of  anything  that  constitutes  statesmen,  had  stepi 
into  the  chair  of  this  House,  to  the  heads  of  com- 
mittees; and  to  their  genius,  if  you  will,  but  no- 
thing like  wisdom,  are  the  destinies  of  this  nation 
commuted  ;  and  by  the  time  ihey  form  some  tol- 
erable notion  of  the  affairs  of  Grovernrnent  they, 
too,  are  obliged  to  go  home,  and  their  place  is  sup- 
plied  by  another  brood,  equally  callow  and  un- 
fledged.    If  the  State  governments  did  not  pay 
their  officers  properly,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  offer  iuch  compensation  to  their  men  of 
talents  as  should  compel  the  State  governments 
to  loose  their  niggard  purse-strings.     In  speaking 
of  Legislatures,  Mr.  R.said,  we  see,  about  Novem- 
ber, about  the  time  the  fogs  set  in.  men  enough 
assembled   in  the   various  Legislatures.  General 
and  Slate,  to  make  a  regiment;  then  the  legisla- 
tive maggot  begins  to  bite  ;  then  exists  the'rage 
to  make  new.  and  repeal   old  laws.     He  said  he 
should  not   think  we  should  find  ourselves  at  all 
worse  off  if  no  law  of  a  general  nature  had  been 
passed  by  either   General  or  State  governments 
for  ten  or  twelve  years  last  past.     Like  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, he  said,  he  was  averse  to  too  much  regu- 
lation—averse to  making  the  extreme  medicine 
of  the  Constitution  our  daily  food.     He  referred 
to  the  depreciation  of  paper  as  being  a  standing 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  (where  it  provides 
that  the  compensation  of  judges  shall  not  be  di- 
minished during  their  continuance  in  office.)  and 
'utimated  that   an  attempt  had  been  lately  made 
to  induce  the  Chief  Justice  (Marshall)  to  accept 
his  salary  in  the  paper  of  this  District,  dec.     The 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Government  were 
notoriously  scanty;  and  though  he  would  rather 
see  the  salary  a  disgrace  to  the  man,  than    the 
man  a  disgrace  to  the  office,  he  would  give  the 
public  servants   such    salaries  as   would   enable 
them  to  live  without  the  imputation  of  dishonor. 
For,  he  asked,  what    man  can   live  here  on  five 
thousand  dollars  a  year  ?     He  may  breathe  on  if. 
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Bat  who  can  keep  a  family,  rent  a  boose,  furnish 
it,  keep  an  equipage,  give  and  receive  entertain- 
ments on  that  annual  amount?  A  five-penny  bit 
would  be  just  as  adequate  to  that  purpose,  both  be- 
ing notoriously  incompetent.  A  man  so  situated 
may  have  no  patrimonial  estate;  he  may  be  sui 
J'oriuncB  Jaber — have  sprung  from  the  Lord  knows 
where,  and  be  without  resources.  If  he  lives  as 
he  ought  in  his  station,  the  imputation  is.  that  he 
wants  money, and  must  have  it, and  that  he  has  the 
means  of  coming  at  it  directly  or  indirectly.  If  he 
had  no  other  object,  he  said,  in  increasing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  members,  if  he  could  thereby  com- 
pel the  State  governments  to  rescue  their  officers 
from  the  situation  m  which  they  were  placed,  he 
would  do  it.  We  have  a  right,  said  he.  to  go  into 
market  and  bid  against  them.  When  we  want  a 
lawyer  in  an  important  case,  do  we  go  to  him 
who  will  do  our  business  for  fifteen  shillings,  or 
to  the  Emmeits,  the  Tazewells,  the  Pinkneys,  the 
Wickhams  ?  When  our  personal  interest  is  con- 
cerned we  apply  to  master  workmen,  not  to  those 
who  will  job  for  us  at  six  dollars  a  day. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  the   resolution  presenting 
no  question  but  that  of  inquiry,  in   that  view  he 
should  concur  in   it.     There  was,  he  said,  some- 
thing radically  defective  in  the  present  system  of 
legislation.     No  Legislature  in  the  world,  he  be- 
lieved, however  various  its  concerns,  or  extensive 
its  sphere,  sat  as   long  as  this,  notwithstanding 
that  Its  sphere  of  operation  was  so  greatly  con- 
tracted by  the  intervention  of  eighteen  distinct 
Legislatures.     The  system  does  not  compel,  on  i 
the   part  of  members,  that  attention   which  the  i 
nature  of  their  public  business  requires.     He  re-  I 
ferred  to  the  letters  and  papers  on  the  desks  of  the 
members  every  day.     They  ought  to  have  none  j 
of  them.     When  a   man  came   into  this   House,  , 
he  ought  to  leave  on   the  threshold  every  feeling  , 
and  thought  but  what  was  connected  with   the  ; 
public  service.     Private  letters  and  private  con-  i 
versation  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  encroach  on  I 
the  unity  of  his  object.     If,  in  any  way.  the  atten-  i 
tion  of  the  House  could  be  fixed  on   the  speak-  . 
er,  Mr.   W.  said  there  would   be  an  end  to  long 
speeches;  for  he  defied  any  man  to  address  any 
assembly  of  this  sort,  and  address   them  long,  if' 
that  attention  was  faxed   on   him.     Tliey  would 
cease  to  speak  when  they  ceased  to  have  anything  ' 
to  say  on  anything  or  subject  under  debate.     Mr. 
W.  maintained  that,  under  proper  regulations,  a 
session  of  two  months  in  a  year  was  perfectly 
adequate  to  the  ordinary  business  of  legislation. 
He  expressed  no  opinion  whether  the  compensa- 
tion of  members  should   be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished ;  but  he  was  willing  to  inquire  whether  the 
mode  of  compensation  could  not  be  beneficially 
changed. 

Mr.  Stanford  said  he  had  no  idea  of  opposing 
this  motion  for  inquiry  when  up  before,  but  had 
merely  risen  to  protest  against  any  increase  of 
compensation.  The  inquiry  he  thought  proper. 
He  believed  such  a  change  might  be  devised  as 
would  economize  both  the  time  and  the  fund?  of 
the  nation. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without  op- 


^ 


osition ;   and    Messrs.   Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 

Vebstcr.  Pitkin,  Jackson, Grosvenor,  Yate8, 

McLean,  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  lo  re- 
duce the  direct  tax  on  the  United  States  to  three 
millions,  and  continue  the  same  one  year,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  amendment  made  by  the  Senate  was 
merely  to  provide,  that  where  a  State  shall  as- 
sume the  payment  of  its  quota  of  the  direct  tax 
and  shall  fail  lo  pay  it,  then  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  direct  the  United  States  officers 
lo  proceed  to  assess  and  collect  the  same. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  placiniT  in  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  a  discretionary  power  to  suspend  the  assess- 
ment in  the  cases  referred  to.  if  in  his  opinion  it 
should  be  found  expedient. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Randolph 
and  Mr.  Jackson,  and  rejected  without  a  voice 
in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Hanson,  then,  after  stating  his  objections 
to  the  bill  because  it  had  not  been  modified  in  the 
Senate,  as  he  hoped,  into  the  form  of  a  perma- 
nent tax,  in  which  shape  only  it  could  be  exten- 
sively useful  to  the  nation,  moved  (with  a  view 
to  repeal  the  direct  tax  in  toto)  to  postpone  this 
bill  indefinitely,  and  thereon  demanded  ihe  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  with- 
out debate,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Atherton,  Baylies,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Brown,  Champion,  Goldsborough,  Groevenor,  Hale, 
Hanson,  Hopkiason,  Jewett,  King  of  MtMachuMtts, 
Langdon,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason,  Noyes,  Pidter 
ing,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Strong,  Sturges,  Tallmadgc,  Tate,  Vose,  Webeter, 
Wheaton,  and  Wilcox — 32. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adgalc,  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Belts,  Blount,  Brecken- 
ridge,    Brooks,    Burnside,    Cady.   Calhoun,   Cannon, 
Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of 
,  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Edwards,  Forney,  For- 
'  syth,  Ciaston.  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hammond,  Har- 
din, Hawes,  Hendoraon,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Hungerford, 
!  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
I  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie, 
Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  .McLean,  of  Ken- 
I  lucky,  -McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Milnor,  Moore,  Nel- 
j  son  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson   of  Virginia,  Newton, 
I  Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Powell,  Rol>ert8on,  Root,  Ross, 
I  Savage,  Sharpe,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  .Maryland,  Smith  of 
i  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Taggart,  Taul,  Taylor, 
I  of  New  York,  Telfau,  Thomas,  Townscnd,  Tucker, 
Wallace,  Ward,  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
]  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilhams,  Wiiloughby, 
Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wdson,  and  Woodward— 
101. 
Mr.  Randolph  then,  after  disclaiming  anydis- 

E osition  to  embarrass  or  delay  the  public  business 
y  the  motion,  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 
j  until  to-morrow,  but  subsequently  withdrew  his 
I  motion   to  make  way  for  one  by  Mr.  Gaston. 
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UJh  ?'*''''?k'*  q°'''^  '^.*'  m\^''''  *'  "  "^^'Z^-  '"^'^  '°  recornmu  ihe  bill.     In  fact,  he  considered 

Juurned  lr<|m    he  Senate, snould  be  recomrnaied  to  the  motion  not  m  order;   but.  .f    he  /em  eman 

;:?,n?°°'f     ''  '^T'^'  and  Means.     Notwith-  would  propose  to  effect    he  repea    in  ^anv  o?her 

;,;standing  J.e  was  m  favor  of  the  land  tax,  as  ne-  way.  he  would  go  with  him  ' 


r'cessary  tc|preserve  the  public  faith,  and  lo  perfect 
f-Hhe  systei|i  of  taxation,  and  had  hoped  that  the 
^Pother  branch  of  the  Legislature  would  have  been 
.♦able  to  ref tore  the  bill   to  its  original  character; 


Mr.  Gasto.n  again  explained  his  view  in  mak- 
ing the  motion,  which  was  simply  to  try  the  dis- 
position of  the  House;  but  as  those  who  were  in 
favor  of  repeal  were  averse  to  his  motion,  he 


. —  .,,.- >.  „...   .v-  .^->  v...g,ua.  v»jaiai,ici  ,    lavor  01   repeal  w< 

iSjyet,  as  tl{e  system  had  been   broken   up  by  the  |  would  withdraw  it 

i-^Jim.tat.oij  of  the  tax  to  one  year,  and  believing        Mr.  Randolph  "then  renewed  his  motion  to 

jilhe  reven^Je  would  eventually  be  reduced  to  the    ■        •     • "juuun  lo 
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n^je  wouiii  eventually 
^victual  expenditures  of  the  country,  he  wished  the 
; -whole  suijject  again  referred  to  the  committee 
v^which  orf^inally  reported  it.  with  a  view  to  at- 
2^iempt  the,  entire  repeal  of  the  tax. 
]^  Mr.  Lo^-.NDEs  thought  the  motion  entirely  ir- 
liregular,  ii^aimuch  as  it  was  properly  irapractica- 
'^le  to  recommit  a  bill  whose  provisions  had  been 

^sented  tjp  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

<He  submjtted  it  to  the  gentleman  himself,  as 
well  as  th^  Speaker,  whether  such  a  course  was 
_  proper  aflj.'r  the  bill  had  reached  its  present  stage; 
i^nd  if  anf  amendment,  which  could  be  proposed 
i^Dy  the  Cojnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  would  be 
;vn  order  alter  the  principle  had  been  fully  acted 
^JDD  by  bot J  Houses. 

>^  Mr.  GayJTON,  in  reply,  said  it  was  perfectly  im- 
",  tnaterial  '^hether  any  amendment  could  be  acted 
'  *)ix  or  not..  The  motion  uas  made  to  try  whether 
I  a  majorit;^-  of  the  House  was  willing  to  repeal 
4  jhe  tax  altogether,  or  keep  it  on  as  a  permanent 
t  Jax;  tJiere  would  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  a  way 
*f)f  carryinjj  their  decision  into  effect. 
<»>  Mr.  SiJEFFEY  avowed  himself  in  favor  of  a 
» total  repeal  of  the  tax,  but  could  not  see  how  that 
y)bject  coind  be  effected  by  recommitting  the  bill; 
V))ecause  tL,e  committee  coulJ   report  no  amend- 

•  ;nent  whih  could  with   propriety  be  acted  on. 

•  j3oth  Houses  have  agreed  that  a  tax  of  three 
jfjnillions  ^all  be  imposed,  and  a  committee  of 
^|;ne  Houst  could  not  now  properly  recommend  a 
r|-epeal  of  |t.  Besides,  the  question  had  ju-t  been 
firied  to  pvstpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  and  rejected 
Ay  a  larg#  majority. 

V;  Mr,  GcLdsborough  likewise  desired  a  repeal 
yvi  the  dim'ct  tax.  if  it  could  be  done  connisieatly 
^jwith  the  'Obligations  of  the  Government.  There 
'.^ere  varrj'us  modes,  he  said,  by  which  the  object 
^:ould  be  ^et  effected,  and  amongst  them  the  mo- 
♦lion  to  re"|oramit  was  perfectly  regular ;  for  if  the 
^ommitt"'^  of  Ways  and  Means  should,  on  re- 
"•jonsidera^on.   think   the   tax   was   unnecessary, 

jthey  couly  report  such  propositions  as  would  ef- 

flfect  a  rep^l. 

^    Mr.  H/yoiN  had  been  in  favor  of  an  entire  re- 
land  tax;   but.  not  being  able  to  get 
;  smallest  amount  proposed. 
^    .  :onfidence,  that  three-fourths 

jf  the  Senators  who  voted  against  the  tax.  did  so 
_^cause  itjwas  not   made  permanent;  and  if  we 
jjlose  this  lili,  said  lie,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  be  sad- 
j-.illed  with|i  tax  of  six  millions.     Who  made  the 
|)resent  motion  ?     A  gentleman  in  favor  of  a  per- 
jnanent  ditect  tax.     This  excited  his  suspicions; 
*nd  fearing'  that  the  repeal  of  the   tax  could  not 
t)e  now  effected,  he  should  vote  against  the  mo- 

'^    i 

i 


•^    Mr.  H/VDiN  had  be 

■•)eal  of  tlie  land  tax; 
^hat.  had  \vored  the 
rle  could  iav  with  cc 


lay  the  bill  on  the  table  until  to-morrow;  which 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  62.  nays  67. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  rose,  and  among  other 
general  remarks  said,  there  was  no  question  more 
susceptible  of  proof  than  that  this  tax  of  three  mil- 
lions was  not  wanted  for  any  purpose  of  finance; 
and  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  allowed,  although 
insisted  on  now.  to  terminate  with  the  next  ses- 
sion. If,  however,  it  was  determined  to  raise  the 
amount  contemplated,  he  trusted  the  House  would 
not  persist  in  the  present  mode;  although,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  preferred  the  land  tax.  when  neces- 
sary, to  any  other  internal  tax.  But.  much  as  he 
was  opposed  to  loans,  he  would  rather  authorize 
the  Government  to  borrow  these  three  millions 
than  vex  the  people  with  such  a  tax  for  one  year 
only.  After  some  further  remarks  on  the  impro- 
priety of  the  present  policy  of  the  majority  in  re- 
gard to  large  expenditures.  &c..  he  moved  that 
the  bill  be  laid  on  ihe  table;  that  measures  might 
be  taken  in  concert  with  the  Senate  for  a  total 
repeal  of  the  direct  tax. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes 
63,  nays  67. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate.     The  bill  is  therefore  passed. 

N'ATIOXAL  BANK. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commuiee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
of  the  sixth  section  the  words  ■  Treasury  notes," 
as  forming  a  constituent  part  of  the  Government 
subscriptions  to  the  bank,  the  effect  of  which 
amendment  would  be  to  limit  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment of  the  subscription  to  stock  and  specie. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Smith. 
assented  to  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  HoPKiNsoN  ;  and  then  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  S.MITH  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
same  section  by  making  the  amount  of  the  shares 
reserved  to  the  Government  receivable  in  stock 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  instead  of  six  per  cent., 
with  the  view  also  of  providing  subsequently  that 
the  whole  subicription  of  the  Government  shall 
be  made  on  the  1st  of  January.  1817,  instead  of 
being  paid  in  instalments, at  distant  dates. 

After  some  objection  on  the  part  of  xMr.  Web- 
ster, the  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  63.  noes  40. 

The  bill  uas  subsequently  amended  so  as  to 
make  its  provisions  correspond  with  the  preced- 
ing amendments. 

Alter  the  adoption  of  some  other  amendments, 
involving  DO  principle — 
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Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  tenth 
section  so  much  as  gives  to  the  President  and 
Senate  the  power  of  appointing  five  directors  of 
the  bank. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Pitkin, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Hopkinson,  McKee, 
H'JGER,  Sheffey,  Rosa,  and  Grosvenor  ;  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Cal- 
houn, Tucker,  and  Robertson. 

The  reporter  can  only  generalize  the  argument. 
Oa  the  one  hand,  it  was  said  this  control  over 
the  bank  would  be  an  engine  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  which  miglit  be  used  in  a  manner 
dangerous  lo  the  best  interests  of  the  couniry  ; 
that  this  feature  would  be  pernicious  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  bank,  which  would  be  best  managed 
without  the  interference  of  the  Government ; 
that  the  reservation  of  this  power  would  be  of  no 
advantage  to  the  Government,  (except  that  it 
would  tend  to  increase  Executive  patronage,  al- 
ready much  too  extensive,)  as  every  necessary 
investigation  could  be  made  into  the  state  of  the 
institution,  without  the  aid  of  this  power;  that 
the  Government  would  have  quite  as  much  in- 
flence  over  the  bank  as  it  ought  to  have,  without 
this  power  being  given  to  it;  that  the  principle 
would  be  most  odious  to  moneyed  men,  and  of 
such  an  inquisitorial  character  as  would  deter 
many  of  our  most  respectable  citizens  from  em- 
barking in  the  institution,  dec.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  contended  by  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
retaining  the  provision,  that  it  was  necessary  as 
well  to  guard  the  public  interest,  as  to  secure  a 
just  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  as 
regarded  the  public,  that  a  proportion  of  the  di- 
rection should  be  appointed  by  the  Government; 
that  it  was  certainly  not  unfair  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  stand  on  a  fouling  with  the  indivi- 
dual stockholders,  by  having  a  share  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  bank;  that  such  a  feature  existed  in 
the  charters  of  many  State  banking  institutions, 
and  was  not  abused  as  far  as  was  known  ;  that 
this  power  could  not  be  dangerous  either  to  the 
bank  of  the  nation,  as  the  twenty  directors  ap- 
pointed by  the  individuals  would  always  be  com- 
petent to  control  the  five  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  some  State  banks  were  cited,  in  which 
the  State  possessed  an  entire  control,  from  which 
DO  disadvantage  had  been  realized  ;  and  as  the 
selection  by  the  Government  in  this  case  would 
certainly  be  made  with  a  reference  to  the  wealth 
and  respectaLility  of  the  persons  chosen,  no  abuse 
ought  to  be  anticipated,  any  more  than  it  could 
succeed  if  attempted. 

Before  deciding  the  question,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  March  5. 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  merchants  of  Boston,  interested 
as  owners  and  shippers  in  certain  vessels  which 
have  sailed  since  the  peace  for  British  ports  in 
the  East  Indies,  praying  that  the  provisions  of 
the  proposed  new  tariff  duties,  as  regards  the  im- 
portation of  cottoQ  goods  from  India  may  not  be 


extended   to  such  goods  as  may  arrive  under 

orders  sent  out  in  said  vessels,  or  that  such  pro- 
visions may  be  adopted  as  will  protect  them 
against  the  evils  of  which  they  complain. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Milnor  presented  a  petition  of  U.P.Levy, 
praying  a  remuneration  of  expenses  incurred  by 
him  in  prosecuting  and  bringing  to  justice  a  band 
of  pirates. 

Mr.  Middleton  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Philip  Wilhemi,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
praying  permission  to  import  from  the  West 
Indies  a  number  of  negro  slaves,  the  property  of 
the  petitioner. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  petition  of  John  P. 
Maxwell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell,  praying  to  be 
permiited  to  inherit  a  landed  e^tate  of  which  their 
uncle  died  possessed,  leaving  no  other  heirs  in 
America. which  they  are  preventedfrom  doing  be- 
cause they  were  not  citizens  ol  the  United  States 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  their  said  uncle, 
although  they  were  in  the  United  States  and 
gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  become  citizens 
thereof  previous  to  that  event. — Referred  to  the 
Cotnmitee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Hopkinson.  from  a  select  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bible  Societies  in  the 
United  States;  (exempting  from  duty  all  plates, 
dec.  imported  for  such  societies;)  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton.  the  Conunittee  oa 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  surveyor  of  lands  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough.  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before 
this  House  a  statement,  showing  the  valuation  of 
real  property  and  slaves,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
and  in  each  county  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  the 
quota  or  amount  of  direct  tax  apportioned  to  the 
said  city  and  each  of  the  said  counties,  and  the 
rate  of  tax  on  the  one  hundred  dollars  assessed 
property,  agreeably  to  the  valuation  and  appor- 
tionment made  under  the  act  entitled  '"An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties,''  passed  July  22,  1813,  and  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
within  the  United  States."'  passed  August  2d, 
1813;  and  a  similar  statement  of  the  valuation, 
apportionment,  and  rate  of  tax  under  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  asses- 
sing and  collecting  the  same.''  passed  on  the  9th 
of  January,  1815;  so  as  to  exhibit  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  valuation,  apportionment,  and 
rate  of  tax  in  the  said  city  and  each  of  the  said 
counties, under  the  several  acts  above-mentioned; 
also,  the  names  of  the  principal  assessors  within 
the  said  State  for  the  year  1815.  and  the  counties 
embraced  within  their  respective  districts,  and 
such  further  statement  of  the  transactions  of  the 
board  of  principal  assessors  within  the  said  Slate, 
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ported  toijhe  Treasury  Deiiariment,  as  will 
what  chjages,  if  any,  have  been   made  by 
in  the  re.'ative  valuaiion  of  property  in  any 
0\  |le  said  coi^niies.  and  the  principles  on  which 
lhe<«have  pro<feeded  in  performing  the  duties  re- 
quiid  of  thenftjby  the  act  last  above-mentioned. 

Anessage  f^om  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ihsflithe  Senile  have  passed  the  bill  "•  making 
&p^)priations.for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
ibriyie  year  1^16."  with  amendments;  and  they 
tial^  passed   ^   bill       "  .     .      -  _. 

W>>on  ;  also.ii  bill 

^1 


ti] 


for  the   relief  of  Edward 
so,|i  Dill  "to  increase  the  pension  of 
lara  Murvjlay;"   in  which  amendments  and 
hey  ask  l.le  concurrence  of  this  House. 
lie  bill  frt^m   the   Senate  "for  the   relief  of 
rd  Wils<:ii."  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
];oramitte.<  on  the  Public  Lands, 
e  bill  from  the-Senate  "  to  increase  the  pen- 
f  Willia^n  Munday."  was  read  twice  and 
iitted  to  \  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
e  House  took  up  the  amendments  proposed 
e  Senate  lo  the  bill  "  making  appropriations 
irdnance  >nd   ordnance  stores,  for   the  year 
1;812"  which  ^-ere  read  and  referred  to  the  Cora- 
tiii^e  of  Wayji  and  Means. 

{national  bank. 

e  Houscjthen  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
ittee  of  jihe  Whole,  on  the  National  Bank 
the  questjoa  to  strike  out  the  provision  giv- 
0  the  Pn|Sideni  and  Senate  the  power  of 
nting  fivtjof  the  directors,  being  still  under 
'eraiion.  * 

this  question  the  debate  was  resumed  and 

ued    to   ^    late    hour,    before    the    decision 

Iplace.     T|ie  gentlemen  who  supported  the 

dment  w^-re  Messrs.  Gaston  and  Picker- 

and   iho^e  who  opposed   it.  were    Messrs. 

E,  Telkair.  Wright,  Clay,  Calhoun,  and 

YTH.     Tiiie  ground  taken  was  substantially 

ame  as  ^hat  already  stated,  but   illustrated 

nforced  l|y  various  arguments,  which  gave 

interest  40  the  debate. 

the  courfe  of  the  day  an  amendment  was 
ajed.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict.  to  conline  the 
iQion  of  dityctors  to  be  made  by  the  President 
i(4iRenate.  to^rsons  holding  stock  in  the  bank, 
motion  jf  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  an 
dment  wns  also  adopted,  to  prevent  more 
three  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the 
lent  and  penate  from  being  taken  from  any 
tate.  * 
^e  main  qsiestion  was  at  length  taken,  about 
j'jvock.  on  .Njr.  Pitkin's  motion  to  exclude  the 
QoQrnraent  fivm  the  appointment  of  any  of  the 
dirfUors,  and  <lecided  in  the  negative — for  the 
atnCJmeni  64;against  it  79. 

'1^  Comm^tee   then  rose,  reported  progress, 
apd^tained  l*>iTe  to  sit  again. 
.'Tjp?  followiiig  are  the  only  remarks  which  we 
'•-"-'leen  enabled  to  find  on  the  above  question. 
FoRSYT^  said,   he  was  one  of  those  who 
nfortunaiij  enough    to  attach  great  impor- 
10  that  p;|rt  of  the  plan  of  the  bank  which 
ritended  t^  i^e  altered  by  the  motion  of  the 
^araan  frorji  (Connecticut.   At  the  lasuession 

I 

i 


4  0 


of  Congress  he  had  in  rain  endeavored  to  con- 
vince the  members  composing  it,  of  the  necessity 
of  retaining  such  an  influence  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution.     The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston)  had  sug- 
gested, that  the  opposition  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed came  from  the  Treasury  Department,   or 
from  the  Executive.     He  begged  leave  to  assure 
him,  that  the  recommendation  or  opinion  of  the 
Department,  or  of  the  President,  was  not  the  found- 
ation of  his  belief  of  the  necessity  of  this  measure. 
Although  he  did  not  expect  to  satisfy  others  who 
differed  with  him,  of  the  incorrectness  of  their 
views  of  the  subject,  he  did  hope  to  be  able  to 
show  at  least   plausible  reasons  in  favor  of  his 
own.     At  the  last  session  of  Congress  he  had  the 
honor  to  advocate,  with   a  zeal  arising  from  a 
thorough  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the  meas- 
ure, the  establishment  of  a  bank  differing  from 
the  present,  because  it  imposed  an  obligation  to 
make  a  large  loan  to  Government.     He  had  to 
regret  that  the  ability  with  which  that  duty  was 
discharged  was   not  equal   to  his  zeal,  and  still 
more,  that  his  exertions  were  not  crowned  with 
success.     It   Avould   have  produced  at   least  one 
good   effect — this   discussion    would    have    been 
avoided,  and  the  time  occupied  in  it  might  have 
have  been  usefully  employed  on  a  different  sub- 
ject.    This  plan  failed,  for  causes  which  it  was 
unnecess.-xry  to  trace,  and  its  failure  was  rendered 
comparatively  unimportant  by  the  restoration  of 
peace.     He  did  not  believe,  with  some  gentlemen 
that  this  measure  was  now  necessary.     The  ne- 
cessity for  it  had  ceased.    It  was  no  longer  essen- 
tial, but  it  was  both  politic  and  prudent  to  adopt 
It.     If  it  fails,  no  dangerous  consequences  will 
result  from   its  failure.     He  should  survive  the 
shock,  although  this  bill  should  follow  its  prede- 
cessor to  the  tomb.     The  body  politic  was  ob- 
structed by  a  diseased  circulation,  but  time  would 
furnish  a  healing  remedy,  although  the  applica- 
tion of  this  panacea  should  be  rejected  by  the 
State  physicians.     Mr.  F.  said,  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  recommending  the  establish- 
ment of  any  bank  as  prudent  and  politic  ;  it  was 
not  a  bank,   but  a  bank  of  a  peculiar  character 
which  was  required.     We  had  banks  enough  al- 
ready ;  they  rose  like  mushrooms  from  every  hot- 
bed in  the  country;  it  was  not  a  moneyed  bank 
only— a  bank  exclusively  regulated   by  the  mo- 
neyed  interest,  and  governed   by    the  jealousy, 
avarice,  or  factious  views  of  moneyed  men.  capa- 
ble of  being  made  the  instrument  of  artful  and 
designing  combinations,  to  cramp  your  resources, 
and  destroy  your  capacity  to  make  cither  perma- 
nent or  temporary  loans— it  must  be  a  bank  hav- 
inga  national  character, rejjulated  by  the  national 
interest,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  national 
councils.    If  it  was  not  of  this  character,  its  fail- 
ure or  success  was  indifferent  to  him.     It  seemed 
to  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  we  ought  to 
have  an  interest  in  the  proposed  institution.     It 
was  admitted,  too.  that  we  ought  to  have  an  in- 
fluence, and  the  dispute  was  between  a  direct  in- 
fluence by  the  appointment  of  directors,  or  an  in- 
direct influence  by  the  operation  of  the  revenue 
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system.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  demonstrate, 
that  an  indirect  influence  would  be  altogether  in- 
sufficient. Yogr  seven  millions  of  interest  in  the 
capital  gives  you  no  power,  unless  it  is  coupled 
with  the  authority  to  appoint  a  portion  of  the  di- 
rectors.    This,  it  is  said,  must  not  be  given,  be- 


influence.  This  was  perfectly  natural.  Moneyed 
men  have  no  objection  lo  manage  your  funds  for 
their  benefit,  but  have  no  desire  to  admit  your  in- 
fluence in  the  management  of  theirs.  But  will 
the  introduction  of  this  principle  prevent  the  sub- 
scription of  the  capital  from  being  filled?     No 


cause  you  have  ample  influence  by  means  of  your  gentleman  had  or  would  venture  to  predict  such 
revenue  system.  What  difference  will  be  produced  an  efl'ect.  They  will  no  doubt  make  wry  laces, 
by  the  establishment  of  this  new  plan  ?  Will  your  j  but  the  bitter  pill  would  be  swallowed  if  it  was 


direct  influence  over   it  be  greater  than   over  the 
Slate  institutions?     You  may  withhold  your  de- 
posites;  so  you  may  from  the  State  banks;  you 
may  refuse    to   receive  its  paper   in   payment  of 
taxes  or  imposts;  you   may  refuse  the  paper  of 
the   State    banks  ;  you   may  tax   either   at  your 
pleasure.     After  this  plan  is  perfected,  the  annul- 
ment of  the  charter  is   for   twenty  years  as  com- 
pletely beyond  your  authority  as  the  annihilation 
of  the  State  banks,     The  sole  difference  is,  that 
at  the  end  of  twenty  years  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  be  dependent  on  you  for  a  renewal 
of  Its  charter,  while  the  State  banks  look  only  to 
the  State  Legislatures.     Your  power,  then,  over 
the  present  baiAs  is  equally  great  with  your  power 
over  the  one  proposed.     An  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenor)  has  told  you, 
and  truly  told  you,  that  when  you  threaten  the 
State  banks  they  laugh  at   your   threats — when 
you  menace  them,  they  menace  you  in  turn.     If 
a   mere  local   institution  cannot   be  beneficially 
controlled   by  your   indirect  influence,   how  can 
you    expect    to    affect    an    institution    extending 
through  the  whole  community,  which  combines 
the  great  moneyed  capital  of  all  the  Stales  into 
one  solid  column  of  power?     It  seems,  however, 
to  be  imagined,  a  direct  control  is  unneces.sary. 
The  keen  magnetic  sense  of  the  directors  will  al- 
ways induce  them  to  pursue  their  own  interest, 
and  their  interest  will  always  produce  a  compli- 
ance with  the  reasonable  wishes  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    This  sense  was  too  magnetic  for  Mr.  F.'s 
taste;  it   pointed  with  unerring  polarity  to  self, 
and  the  general    interest,  when  in  conflict  with 
self-interest,  did  not  produce  even  a  vibration  of 
the  needle.     Besides,  there  was  such  a  thing  as 
the  sacrifice  of  pecuniary  to  political  interest  or 
party    policy.      This   institution    might,   in    the 
course  of  time,  fall  into  the  hands  of  men  who 
would  tKink  it  immoral  and  criminal  to  loan  their 
money  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  Grovernment. 
What  would  be  the  situation  of  the  country  in 
such  an  event,  at  a  time  when  this  institution  fur- 
nished the  great  mass  of  the  medium  of  circula- 
tion ?     It  was  to  guard  against  such  an  event  an 
immediate  agency  in  the  direction  was  necessary ; 
there  was  a  greater  probability  of  finding  eight 
reasonable  and  virtuous  men  out  of  twenty,  than 
thirteen  out  of  twenty-five.   Mr.  F.  regretted  that 
the  number  of  directors  to  be  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernment  was  not  greater;  and  also  the  amend- 
ment which   prevented   the   President  from  ap- 
pointing more  than  three  at  the  seat  of  the  mother 
bank;  but  he  supposed  he  must  be  satisfied  with 
It  as  It  stood,  as  there  was  little  hope  of  obtaining 
more.     It  was  objected,  however,  that  moneyed 
men  would  not  like  the  introduction  of  this  direct 


well  gilded.     Arguments  had  been  urged  against 
this  part  of  the  plan,  founded  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  improper  appointments  would  be  made. 
The  President  and  Senate  had  not  the  same  in- 
formation to  enable  them  to  choose  proper  direc- 
tors.    Stockholders  were  better  judges  of  the  ne- 
cessary qualifications  of  directors.     Corrupt  men 
would  solicit  and  procure  these  appointments  for 
improper  purposes.     Great  injury  would  result  to 
the  bank  from  their  success.     They  would  pro- 
cure for  themselves  and  friends  accommodations 
to  which  they  were  not  entitled.    A  slight  exam- 
ination of  these  arguments  would  show  their  fal- 
lacy.    Intelligence  and  integrity  were  the  quali- 
fications required  in  directors.     The  same  ability 
existed  to  ascertain  who  possessed  them,  for  this 
as  for  all  other  offices.     The  President  and  Sen- 
ate can  command   or  procure  the  most  accurate 
information  of  the  character  of  persons  who  are 
thought  of  for  these  appointments,  from  every 
source  to  which   it  may  be  necessary  to  apply. 
Is  it   not   f)assing  strange  that  a  man,  who  has 
raked  up  money  from  every  kennel  into  which 
he  may  have  dipped  his  fingers,  is.  from  that  cir- 
cumstance, a  better  judge  of  the  proper  person 
for  a  director  than   the  President  and  Senate; 
that  a  stupid  fellow,  who  has  blundered  into  a 
fortune  in  New  Orleans  or  Providence,  should  be 
able  to  procure  better  information  of  the  charac- 
ter and  circumstances  of  individuals  than  the  Pres- 
ident residing  at  Washington,  and  the  Senators 
coming  from    the  several   Slates.      These  men, 
however,  who  intend  to  swindle  the  bank,  will 
worm  themselves  into  the  good  graces  of  the  Pres- 
ident, and  receive  the  appointment.     After  their 
appointment,  paper  will  be  discounted  havingtheir 
names  upon  it,  which  ought  not  to  be  discounted, 
because  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  other  direc- 
tors will  not  permit  them  lo  object  to  it.     This 
:  morbid  delicacy,  too,  is  to  be  found  in  persons 
I  chosen  by  the  keen-sighted  individual  stockhold- 
'  ers,  who  are  the  best  judges  of  the  persons  com- 
I  petent   lo  manage  their  concerns.     Such  is  the 
1  argument.     It  supposes  folly  in  the  President  and 
I  Senate  who  make  the  appointments;  corruption 
in  the  persons  seeking  lo  be  appointed;  and  stu- 
I  pidity  and  criminality  in  the  other  directors,  in 
permitting  this  folly  and  corruption  of  the  choos- 
ers and  the  chosen  to  injure  the  institution. 

Mr.  F.  asked,  what  advantages  could  be  de- 
rived from  this  institution  if  this  amendment  pre- 
vails, which  could  not  be  produced  through  the 
agency  of  the  State  banks?  It  is  admitted  that 
the  great  object  of  this  bill,  the  restoration  of  spe- 
cie payments,  might  be  effected  by  a  rigorous  sys- 
tem of  measures  against  the  S^ate  institutions. 
Mr.   F.  said,  he  did    not   feel   that   indignation 
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ist  the  Sijte  banks  for  stopping  the  payment 
Ecie.  whrh  had  been  expressed  by  others, 
fndignatii'a  had  been  so  thoroughly  exhaust- 
|.on  ihe  sQiugglers  of  English  goods,  and  the 
i dealers  \fi  British  Government  bills  for  the 
*«/^f  the  Canadian  army,  that  he  had  none  left 
rur^lie  banks  who  had  loaned  their  notes  to  their 
O^iil Govern nient.  who,  in  consequence  of  an  ex- 
iraSdinary  eifission  of  their  paper,  had  been  un- 
JeChe  necesfi^ty  of  dishonoring  it.     He  was  not. 
flofiever,  the  .♦pologist  of  the  banks  for  wiihhold- 
paVments  since    the   restoration    of 
was.  however,  certain,  that  no  one 
could,  without  ruin,  resume  the  payment  of 
le.     The  »esumption  must  be  simultaneous. 
►  ad  no  ob/fr-ction  to  any  system  which  should 
;'je  the  banks  to  perform  their  obligations  in 
'Mifcegird  to.'".he  community  ;    but  he  protested 
4g.>^st  the  cr/elty  and  injustice  of  any  rigorous 
measures  whi*h  should  compel  them  immediately 
eitiu^r  to  sell  vneir  Government  itocks  or  to  cur- 
Uiii^^.beir  disctunts.   It  was  saying  to  these  banks, 
voij^liave  loaned  us  too  much  of  your  paper ;  you 
k'^'ff  made  toc^  much  money  out  of  the  General 
Uo.;irnment  ;C,your  paper  has.  indeed,  performed 
iftti'trifling  se'vice  of  carrying  us  triumphantly 
thr^jgh  a  danv'erous  conflict,  but  we  are  not  now 
in  ttant  of  a  Hrther  accommodation  ;  you  must 
sak^  in   your^paper;  you  must  sell  your  stock ; 
yojs^ust  disfijrge  your  gains;  you  must  resume 
yo^jf  specie  jhiyments.     And  what  will  be  the 
cocijquence  o^all  this?     They  are  forced  to  sell 
tiiei^r stock;  it^oes  into  market,  and  its  price  is 
Cep^^ssed.   Ar«  you  in  a  situation  to  buy — to  take 
?IdiJ^itage  of  (his  disgorging  of  their  unrighteous 
pailj?     Far  fiom  it;  you  cannot  be  benefitted — 
y.oiT'^annot  eni-?r  as  a  competitor  into  the  market. 
An^-who  are  t^e  gainers  by  this  system  of  rigor  ? 


Tbfciiard-mon^y  men,  who  withhold  their  money  :  results, 
ia '^' hour  of  ^our  necessity  and  peril ;  who  com 


rection.  Did  I  deem  it  practicable  to  manage  such 
an  institution  without  greater  liabilities  to  cor- 
ruption of  its  principles.  I  should  jpnost  decidedly 
prefer  one  whose  stock  was  exclusively  the  prop- 
erty of  the  nation.  But  it  requires  no  great  po- 
litical sagacity,  and  but  ordinary  experience  to 
ascertain,  that  those  institutions  which  derive 
their  principle  of  action  from  private  interest,  are 
more  active  in  pursuit  of  their  object,  more  vigi- 
lant in  the  detection  of  error,  and  more  likely  to 
prosper,  than  those  which  derive  their  impulse 
from  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  have  in  contem- 
plation solely  the  public  good.  Private  interest 
is  ever  more  active,  more  vigilant,  more  pervad- 
ing, more  alive  to  its  object,  than  national ;  which 
is  more  sluggish,  because  its  direction  is  towards 
remote  or  general  good,  less  quicksighted.  because 
its  instinct  is  not  so  strong. 

This  institution  is  designed  not  merely  to  fulfil 
the  ordinary  purposes  of  banks  of  discount ;  it  as- 
pires to  great  national  objects  ;  it  contemplates  a 
restoration  of  the  legitimate  currency  of  the  coun- 
try ;  its  end  is  to  give  an  uniform  and  valuable 
medium  to  the  whole  empire  ;  its  design  is  to  fa- 
cilitate the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. It  is.  ID  one  word,  to  restore  to  this 
Government  the  rightful  and  Constitutional  con- 
trol over  the  national  medium,  which  is  vested  in 
every  civilized  Government,  and  which  was  in- 
tetided  to  be  vested  m  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  when  to  it  was  assigned  the  supervisorship 
of  the  Mint  establishment.  These  are  the  pri- 
mary and  essential  objects  of  its  creation  ;  from 
the  attainment  of  these  great  objects,  certainly, 
benefits  flow  to  every  class  of  the  community; 
but  exclusive  benefits  are  designed  by  none,  save 
so  much  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  the  ob- 
tention  of  these  ends,  and  conformable  to  these 


binj^i  together  jfor  the  purpose  ol  defeating  your 
loa;?i.  Mr.  F.  begged  the  House,  if  these  banks 
wer**  to  be  punished,  to  wait  until  the  Govern- 
me^f:  who  ha/ been  the  sufferer,  should  be  pre- 
par^y.  to  take  ^vantage  of  their  punishment.  At 
ailtc^'ents. to  b^'^ocautiousin  theircastigation.  that. 
iojAtfnishing  p#ny,  petty  speculation,  they  do  not 
revji^d  the  vil^^t  of  all  gamblers,  those  who  staked 
th-e^money  ajj'ainst  the  safety  of  your  empire  ; 
xeh^i'^ought  to;destroy  you  by  cramping  your  re- 
sotiji-es;  who  |ought  to  beggar  the  country,  that 
an  71  Jministra|ion  might  be  ruined. 

^U■.  TtLFAirJ  observed,  that  the  great  cause  of 
diffci-ence  of  oliinion  on  this  question,  seemed  to 
aitis^Jrom  a  misapprehension  of  those  who  advo- 
<ijit«jk  the  amendment,  as  to  the  primary  objects 
fi^^hich  thi;<  institution  is  designed.  Gentle- 
cnie«argue  as  Jthough  the  moving  cause  for  the 
«:!|ti31ishment  tt'  a  National  Bank  was  the  inter- 
eat  ^'  the  indi/iduals  who  may  become  subscrib- 
c^Jnd  that  tl.^/e  Government  has  but  one  interest, 
aiidlhat  is.  theattainment  of  the  highest  possible 
b<^n|^s. 

Ijl  this  view'of  the  subject,  I  must  be  permitted 
tt'iyiy  todiffer^from  those  who  are  disposed  to  de- 
jpri|»  theGove!nment  of  all  participation  in  its  di- 


According  to  these  views,  then,  the  interest  of 
the  stockholders  is  not  to  be  considered  as  hold- 
ing a  priority  of  station  to  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment; on  the  contrary,  the  institution  is  to  be 
looked  upon  as  the  property  of  the  nation,  and 
that  individuals  for  political  considerations,  viz., 
because  their  aid  will  facilitate,  or,  if  you  please, 
is  necessary  to  participate  in  its  immediate  pro- 
fits— that  characterizes  the  schemes  of  individual 
pursuit — that  while  its  capacities  and  conlroUing 
power  be  national,  its  impulse,  its  life  and  anima- 
tion, shall  be  private  interest.  But  private  inter- 
est, unrestrained,  naturally  produces  much  mis- 
chief. I  have  admitted  that  a  bank,  exclusively 
managed  by  the  Government,  would  be  exposed 
to  a  corruption  of  its  principle  ;  and  with  so  many 
facts  to  support  me.  while  casting  an  eye  upon 
the  numberless  banks  around.  I  certainly  shall 
not  be  charged  with  overweening  suspicion,  when 
asserting  that  banks,  too  exclusively  managed  by 
stockholders,  are  liable  to  become  instruments  of 
public  evil  from  the  invitations  of  self-interest. 

The  true  policy  in  the  creation  of  a  bank,  then, 
is  to  give  it  a  double  character — to  combine  in  it 
the  elements  of  public  and  private  interest — but 
to  secure  to  the  former  a  control  over  the  latter ; 
for  the  Government  which  creates  this  institution 
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is  responsible  for  its  fulfilment  of  the  great  ob- 
jects of  its  creation ;  and  it  is  wiser  to  use  means 
of  precaution,  than  to  rest  upon  ultimate  means 
of  severe  correction.     But  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (.Mr.  Gaston,)   who   has  cer- 
tainly spoken  with  ability  on  this  subject,  is  satis- 
fied with  the  incidental  powers  and  benefits  which 
the  Government  would  derive  from  this  bank. 
And  this  brings  me  to  two  objections  which  have 
been  urged — first,  an  indiscriminate  dread  is  felt 
of  the  influence  of  the  Government  over  this  in- 
stitution, provided  it  participates  in  its  direction. 
In  what  way,  let  me  ask.  can  the  influence  of  the 
Government  be  injurious  ?     Is  it  presumable  that 
the  influence  of  tne  Government  would  induce 
the  bank  to  loan  individuals  who  were  incapable 
of  repaying  the  debt?     Can  it  be  believed  that 
the  Government  would  ever  descend,  by  its  in- 
fluence over  the  bank,  to  benefit  one  class  of  in- 
dividuals by  loans,  while  it  oppresses  another  by 
refusing  to  extend  these  benefits?    Or  can  it  be 
imagined  that  the  Government,  which  is  so  deeply 
interested  in  preserving  an  uniform  and  valuable 
currency,  would,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  in- 
duce the  bank  to  make  over  issues,  and  thereby 
cause  a  depreciation  of  its  paper?     I   presume 
not;  these  are  apprehensions  too  fantastic  to  be 
ascribed  to  men  of  sense  ;  they  are  absurdities  too 
great  for  them  to  ascribe  to  a  Government  as  en- 
lightened as  ours ;  but  if  they  mean  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  pressure  of  trying  emergen- 
cies, may  by  their   influence  induce   loans  from 
the  bank,  which  prudence  in  ordinary  times  would 
forbid  them  to  make,  I  shall  not  deny  the  proba- 
bility, but  must  be  permitted  to  answer  there  are, 
or  may  be  periods  during  a  nation's  travail,  when 
exertions  of  such  means  would  be  attended  with 
less  evil  than  a  want  of  money  ;  and  as  this  objec- 
tion has  reference  to  an  extreme  case,  I  an  will- 
ing to  await  the  crisis.     But  their  second  objec- 
tion, which  is  not  a  little  inconsistent  with  the 
first,  is.  that  the  President  will  appoint  ignorant, 
inefficient,  and  needy  directors.     What  weight, 
then,  could   these  directors  possess?     But  let  us 
approach  this  objection  a  little  nearer,  and  look 
it  in  the  face.   Why  is  the  presumption  indulged, 
that  the  President  will  be  thus  injudicious?   Has 
he  not  the  same  respectable  class  of  merchants 
from  whom  to  make  his  selection  as  the  stock- 
holders have  ?     Is  It  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
any  President  would  be  willing  thus  to  commit 
his  fame  and  reputation  ;  and,  ifsuch  a  one  could 
be  found,  is  there  no  reliance  to  be  put  upon  the 
vigilance  of  the   Senate?     But  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  thinks  that  the  Government 
is  never  safe  in  trusting  its  money  concerns  in  the 
hands  of  an  individual.     How  then.  .Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  any  nation  to  transact  its  financial  con- 
cerns— does  our  Government  not  daily  trust  in- 
dividuals with  its  money?     Is    it  not  obliged  to 
do  so?     And  if  in  this  case  it  did  not  trust  direc- 
tors appointed  by  itself,  would  it  not  be  obliged 
exclusively  to  trust  these  appointed  by  the  stock- 
holders ?     If  the  gentleman's  argument  is  carried 
a  little  further,  it  would  recommend  the  system 
of  farming  the  revenue  as  pursued  in  France,  in- 


stead of  appointing  our  own  officers  to  collect  it. 
Our  policy,  in  collecting  the  dues  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  been,  to  couple  the  interest  of  the  offi- 
cer with  our  own  ;  he  derives  a  profit  or  per 
centage  upon  the  money  collected,  and  hence  the 
stimulus  superadded  to  that  of  a  sense  of  duty. 
The  interest  of  this  bank  should  be  made  subser- 
vient to  the  interest  of  the  public,  of  the  people; 
and  hence  I  wish  for  some  control  in  its  di- 
rection. 

Mr.  Gaston  supported  the  amendment.     He 
concurred  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Finance  in  the  opinion  that  the  evils  which 
arose  from  the  irregular  and  depreciated  state  of 
the  currency  called  for  a  remedy — he  agreed  with 
him  that  they  affected  the  industry,  morals,  the 
probity,  and  tlie  public  faith  of  the  country — and 
he  added,  that  there  was  another  evil  which  no 
less  imperiously  demanded  the  attention  of  Gov- 
ernment, since  from  it  arose  the  greatest  facility 
of  committing  frauds   upon    the   revenue.     He 
slated  that  we  had  in  fact  three  kinds  of  currency  ; 
one  worse  than  another ;  and  in  all  of  which  dis- 
bursements   were  made  and  the  same    voucher 
retained,  be  the  payment  made  in  which  currency 
it  might;  for  an  illustration  of  this  he  referred  to 
a  particular  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  which  stated  that  Government  had 
made  $33,000  by  the  difference  on  depreciated 
paper.      He    would    not,    he   said,    inquire    here 
whether  such  a  transaction  was,  or  was  not  hon- 
orable to  Government,  nor  should  he  have  men- 
tioned  it,  but  to  show  that  a  sum  of  no  less  an 
amount  than  $33,000  might  have  been  placed  in 
the  Treasury,  or  disposed  of  in  any  other  manner ; 
and  to  remind  the  House  that  they  were  unfaith- 
ful guardians  of  the  public  finances,  if  they  did 
not  lake  belter  care  that  they  were  better  attended 
to.     He  agreed  with  the  chairman  that  the  banks 
ought  to  be  compelled  to  make  payments  in  spe- 
cie, but  he  did  not  see  how  that  object  was  to  be 
effected  by  this  bill ;  yet  he  thought  that  a  bank 
formed  on  correct  principles  would  greatly  facil- 
itate.    Well  constituted,  he  conceived  that  a  bank 
would  be  useful;  while  badly  constituted,  he  was 
convinced  it  would   be   productive  of  mischief. 
As  to  the  capital  already  fixed  upon,  he  thought 
it  much  larger  than  was  necessary  ;  but  if  that 
were  the  only  evil  it  would  not  be  insuperable. 
The  next  point  of  consideration  to  that  of  the 
capital  of  the   bank,  was  the  government  of  it; 
and  this  led  him  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
viz  :  whether  the  President  and  Senate  should  or 
should   not  be  empowered  to  appoint  five  of  the 
directors.     On  this  subject  he  would  say.  that  it 
was  incumbent  on  those  who  supported  the  affir- 
mative, to  prove  its  expediency.     He  had  listened 
to  all  that  had  been  said  upon  it,  and  he  heard 
nothing  which  appeared  to  him  anything  like  a 
sound  reason  for  iho<e  appointments  being  con- 
fided to  Government.    Government,  he  observed, 
stood  in  two  relations  to  the  banks,  the  first  of 
them   being   as  Government  merely,  and    what 
were  the  interests  it  had,  as  such  in  the  bank? 
Why  that,  by  its  means,  a  safe  and  easy  trans- 
mission would  be  made  of  the  revenue.     And  on 
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th^8  bead,  thqjt  is  as  to  the  custody,  the  receipt, 

(b^guardiaa^hip,  and   the   traasmission  of   the 

rer.'aue,  iie  affirmed  thai  those  were  suflficienlly 

w»*l]f  secured.  {  Iq  a  word,  he  thought  that  by  the 

j)i,'fiGoverQtiJjent  in  those  respects  possessed  all 

ih^'Ower  it  (jught  to  desire  ;  but  it  had  far  more 

iiijit  riant  intt'Tests  as  guardians  of  the  welfare  of 

Hb^.alioD,  wLich  it  was  to  protect,  by  taking  care 

ih<».*lhe  bankisbould  not  degenerate  into  a  paper- 

TOt'iing  machine,  that  no  persons  should   be  in- 

trtisTed  with  fs  direction  that  would  be  likely  to 

jftbfcjbc  it,  and  'ihat  it  should  be  governed   by  men 

b^kill  and  integrity.     The  question  then  that 

nalUirally  presented  itself  was,  which  would  be 

mf^i  likely  tovmake  fit  appointments^  Government 

orpihe  slockkoiders  of  the  bank  ?    'And  the  an- 

SwSk  10  that  Question  was,  that,  as  a  cold  sense  of 

tltSr could  neferstand  incompetition  withastrong 

(e  of  inietest  and  fear,  the  stockholders,  whose 

interest*   were   deeply    involved,  would  be 

most  likfjly.     Such  directors  as  they  would 

)int,  wouyd  be  men  versed    in   the    business 

of  ^luney  deihng,  and  well  known  to  be  such  by 

thya  before  4hey  were  selected  ;  while  from  the 

ao»  L-ssity    of  this   situation    the   President   could 

h;^e  no  accnrate    knowledge   of  such    kind    ol 

d'fejjings  or  o/  men  qualified  for  them,  and  must 

ir/tt  to  the  ikformalion  of  others  for  his  election. 

Fi|lm  that  u'^uld  arise  a  great  evil,  namely,  that 

ll^  director.-*,  would   be  appointed,  not  for  their 

cci/abilities  in  the   banking  trade,  but  for  their 

p^tical  seryce,  past,  or  to  come.     If  the  direc- 

tijj    were   appointed    by  the  stockholders,  they 

wWild   do  rij;ht;  but    it    by   the  President,  who 

c«ld  hope  (hat,  should  the  emergencies  of  the 

te  requirK"  a  large  draft  from  the  banks,  they 

Id   be  abJe,  or  would    be  willing  to  resist  his 

and.     Ifj  there    was    no    positive    irresistible 


nities  they  afforded.  Here  Mr.  G.  adverted  to  the 
disposition  expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
raittee  of  Finance,  to  meet  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  half  way,  in  a  spirit  of  compromise  ;  he  had, 
he  said,  agreed  to,  and  acted  upon  that  proposal. 
There  was  three  leading  subjects  of  controversy 
belonging  to  the  bill ;  the  capital  of  the  bank,  the 
government  of  it,  and  the  mode  of  its  operations. 
One  of  tho3e  bad  been  yielded  up,  be  said,  but  if 
the  other  two  were  to  eo  in  direct  violation  of 
bis  opinions  and  principles,  he  would  not  agree  to 
the  compromise.  If  the  gentlemen  who  were  in- 
terested in  carrying  those  points,  should  think 
that  they  saw  their  way  clearly,  with  them  be 
the  responsibility  ! — but  for  himself,  he  considered 
the  present  amendment  a  tine  qua  non,  without 
which  he  could  not  give  bis  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pickering  spoke  in  favour  of  it,  and  sup- 
ported his  observations  with  the  authority  of 
Hamilton  ;  respecting  which  he  reminded  the 
House  of  what  was  said  a  few  days  ago,  on  that 
door,  by  Mr.  Smith.  That  gentleman  related 
that  when  Mr.  Gallatin  came  into  the  Treasury 
oflBce,  he  resolved  if  possible  to  detect  some  errors 
in  the  system  established  by  that  profound  states- 
man and  financier,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, General  Hamilton  ;  but,  after  having  studied 
and  exhausted  much  labor  and  ingenuity  in  ex- 
amining and  devising  the  means,  he  could  not 
with  all  his  natural  astutia  make  a  single  change 
for  the  better  in  the  original  system  of  finance. 
Such  was  Hamilton,  whose  opinions  Mr.  P.  now 
read  from  one  of  his  reports,  to  this  effect ;  namely, 
that  banks  could  be  beneficial  only  under  the  di- 
rection of  private  individuals,  but  never  under 
that  of  Governments.  If  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate owned  the  stock  themselves,  the  arguments 
drawn   from   the  right  of  holding  stock    might 


on  givenJfor  it.  therefore,  why  vest  the  Presi-    apply,  but  it  was   not  so;  they  had  but  a  slight 


it  with  ihijt  power?  Public  confidence,  hesaid 
ji  essential  to  the  success  of  the  bank,  and 
v.o.hout  it  tlat  institution  could  not  effect  any  of 
iu£  purpose'-  of  its  establishment.  VV'hat  then, 
'  *"  asked,  Ufust  be  the  effect  of  appointing  the 
ifctors  injthe  way  proposed  ?  Were  Govern- 
inl  solely  to  appoint  the  directors,  no  man 
»uld  say  ^at  tbere  was  a  stockholder  in  the 
lited  States  who  would  venture  his  money  in 

tbank.     tti'  Government  appointed  a  majority 
hem,  It  w|juld  be  nearly  the  same  ;  and  exactly 
proportio^  as  Government  had  any  hand  in  the 
— ^ointmenis  of  those  officers,  the  credit  of  the 
ik   woulq   be   impaired.      Another   objection 
ide  by  Mf.  G.  was,  the  increase  of  patronage 
[■ated  by  i|iese  appointments.     He  said  he  was 
t^  vulgar  c*.'claimer  against  patronage;  he  had 
ij^dreadof  ijie  ordinary  exerciseof  the  President's 
-[tronage  ii^the  cases  of  high  officers — ihejudges, 
instancejof  offices  of  State — but  he  was  averse 
the    Pres, dent's  patronage    over   that  kind  of 
^^ce  to  w}>)ch   little  or  no  salary  was  annexed. 
'  which  itould  only  be  rendered  profitable  by  a 
:terous  management  of  the  facilities  it  afforded, 
[employic|;  undue  intluence.     Who  would  ac- 
^t  such  oifces  ?    Certainly  none  but  those  who 
iow  how  \p  make  an  adroit  use  of  the  opporlu- 


interest  in  it,  and  that  merely  a  public  one.  Needy 
men  would  get,  ihroughsycophants,  recommended 
for  the  appointments  without  regard  to  their 
qualifications,  so  that  an  honest  Government 
would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  the  importunities  it 
would  occasion. 

Mr.  Clay  considered  the  arguments  employed 
against  this  part  of  the  bill  as  very  strange.  The 
evil  complained  of,  he  said,  was  that  twu  hundred 
banks — that  is,  two  hundred  and  sixty  strong 
powers — were  in  action  without  any  possible  con- 
trol from  Government,  or  any  hope  of  being 
stopped  except  by  indirect  exertion.  Was  it  pro- 
per that  they  should  continue  to  be  uncontrolled  ? 
And  was  it  come  to  this,  that  the  Government 
could  not  be  trusted  with  the  appointment  of  five 
officers,  who  had  no  salary  ?  He  insisted,  that  the 
proposed  bank  was  a  power  over  which  Govern- 
ment ought  to  retain  a  salutary  influence ;  not 
only  that  indirect  influence  which  gentlemen 
were  willing  to  allow  it,  but  the  direct  influence 
imparted  by  the  appointment  of  those  five  officers. 
It  ought  to  have  a  direct  active  power,  since,  pos- 
sessing one-fifth  of  the  capital,  there  would  al- 
ways be  a  sum  of  f^^pm  fifteen  to  twenty  millions 
of  Its  deposites  continually  to  the  coffers  of  the 
banks.     And  yet  gentlemen  said  it  would  be  bet- 
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ter  to  place  the  appoiatmeot  in  the  bands  of  io- 
diriduals. 

Mr.  Gaston  spoke  in  answer  to  some  things 
said  by  Mr,  Clay,  and  was  replied  to  by  that 
gentleman  to  whom  he  again  rejoined. 


WEDNEaoAY.  March  6. 

Mr.  Newto.n,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  were  referred 
the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manufacturers 
of  wool,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Of- 
fices and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment, with  amendments,  amongst  which  was  a 
variation  of  the  privilege  of  franking  during  re- 
cess, voted  to  members  of  Congress  recently,  so 
as  to  make  the  privilege  read,  "  from  the  com- 
mencement of  Congress,  and  until  thirty  days 
thereafter." 

Mr.  Root  spoke  against  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  restore 
the  privilege  to  its  former  footing,  that  is,  "  during 
each  session,  and  for  twenty  days  thereafter." 

The  question  on  Mr.  Root's  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  47,  nays  53. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Conoict.  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the 
act  providing  for  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petitions  from 
the  following  named  persons,  to  wit :  John  Kauf- 
fett  and  .Michael  Hengsi.  Jacob  Reily,  and  Mi- 
chael S.  Van  der  Cook;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
of  the  2d  instant. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  discharge 
of  Ebenezer  Keeler  and  John  Francis  from  im- 
prisonment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell. 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  a  bill  directing  the 
discharge  of  Moses  Lewis  from  imprisonment, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  commuted  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  remis- 
sion of  certain  duties  on  the  importation  of  books 
for  the  use  of  Harvard  College;  winch  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  a  hill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Kid  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  lo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Lowndes  reported  the  agreement  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Seaate  lo  the  bill,  "  mak- 


ing appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores,  for  the  year  1816"  and  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee,  appointed 
on  the  4th  instant,  on  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Kurtz,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  and  requiriof' 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to 
Andrew  Kurtz;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  that  subject,  reported  a  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  [Instead  of  the  six  dollars  per 
diem,  to  allow  the  gross  sum  of  $1,500  per  ses- 
sion to  each  member.]  And  the  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  V^irginia.  moved. 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  suggest  to  the 
architect  of  the  Capitol  such  alterations  in  the  Repre- 
sentatives Chamber  therein,  as  may  best  provide  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  Representatives." 

Mr.  Pickering  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  include  in  its  object  the  im- 
provement of  the  Hall  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
which  was  received  by  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  five 
appointed  accordingly.  Messrs.  Jackson,  Pick- 
ering, Randolph,  McKee,  and  Pitkin,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Pickering  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sition of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  That 
the  following  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Le- 
gislatures of  three-fourths  of  the  several  States,  shall 
be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the 
■aid  Constitution,  to  wit: 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes,  each  State  shall, 
by  Its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  ot'  di»- 
tricts  equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which 
auch  State  may  be  entitled. 

Those  districts  shall   be  formed  of  contiguous  terri- 
tory, and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  entitled   by  the  Cont^titution  to  be 
represented.     In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  sbtU 
elect  one  representative,  and  no  more. 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  electors  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  State?,  each 
State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  districts  equal  to  the  number  of  electors  to 
which  each  State  shall  be  entitled.  Those  districts 
shall  be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants 
entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  representation.  In 
each  district,  the  persons  qualified  to  vole  for  rep- 
resentatives shall  appoint  one  elector,  and  no  more. 
The  electors,  when  convened,  shall  have  power,  in 
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cal^  of  any  of*  thoa«   appointed   as  above  prescribed 
ahlli  fail   to  altrnd  lor  the   purposes  of  their  said  ap- 
>iment,  on  'he  day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes 
^'resident  o(  the  United  Sutes,  to  appoint  another, 
rhers  to  aci  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  failing 

attend.  I 

ieither  theldistricU  for  choosing  representatives, 
ijlhose  for   Appointing  electors,  shall  be  altered  in 
:5tate  unti^a  census,  and  apportionment  of  Rep- 
jetjntatives  uriler  it,  subsequent  to  the  division  of  the 
fi'Lfe  into  districts,  shall  be  made.     The  division  of 
Jttates  intojlistricts,  hereby  provided  for,  shall  take 
a  immediatt'lv  after  this  amendment  shall  be  adopt- 
tsnd  rati£et|  as  a   part  of  the   Constitution  of  the 
led  States  (  and  successively,  immediately  after- 
kls,  whenev/r  a  census  and  apportionment  of  Rep- 
jit'atives  ur^lder  it  shall  be  made.     The  division  of 
State  into^  districts  for  the  purposes  both  of  choos- 
iepresentalives  and  of  appointing  electors,  shall  be 
r^ed  agreeaLly  to  the  provisions  of  this  amendment, 
•  ai^iJn  no  olhtr  occasion. 

^  T$E  NATIONAL  BANK. 

Housi?  then  asain   resolved  itself  into  a 
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lis*  1 
jmiltee  oj  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
ihe  subsi-ribers  to  the  National  Bank. 
(r.  SMiTif^  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
ih  section;  so  as  to  allow  the  choice  of  Presi- 
|t  of  the  fJank  to  be  made  from  any  of  the 
lectors,  aotl  not  to  confine  the  selection  of  that 
;er  to  ori<  of  liie  Directors  appointed   by  the 
<ident   ar^   Senate.     Mr.  S.  made  a  lew  re- 
,ks  m  juifification  of  his  motion. 
\It.  Calh^cn  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
jt.     He   vtiought   the  clause    proposed   to   be 
'nded  no(  neces^ary  to  give  the  Government 
le  control  over  the  concerns  of  the  bank  ;  and 
jt  it  woulJ   still   reuin  as  much  influence  as 
j^uld  serve^every  beneficial  purpose. 
UQdr.  RoBL^iTdON  condemned  the  motioa.     He 
'taught  it  would  diminish  loo  greatly  the  power 
lich  It  wa«i  necessary  the  Government  should 
le  over  l.'^e  Bank.     He  did  not  want  merely  a 
^at  mone^  machine,  but   .in    institution  of  a 
ional  chafacter;  and,  therefore,  could  notcon- 
t  to  pariiwith,  one  after  another,  all  the  fea- 
es  of  thejbill  which  gave  the  Government  a 
per  and  rjecessary  control  over  the  bank.     He 
erted  to  the  liberality  which  had  been  mani- 
led    by   tije  chairman  who   reported  the   bill, 
r.   Calh;iUN.)  and    thought  the  principle  of 
ommoda^ion    might   be  carried    loo   far.     He 
onished; gentlemen  to  remember  the  painter 
o   flaiteriid   everybody    and   pleased    nobody. 
s  fate  wo^ld  be  that  of  the  bill,  if  this  spirit  of 
ocession  '>as  carried  too  far ;  and  lie  could  not, 
one,  be  jso  far  governed  by  it  as  to  give  up 
se  power^  which   were  necessary  to  the  salu- 
y  managt  ment  of  the  bank,  and  without  which 
ould  no!  be  worth  having, 
r.  Ro88>  could  see  no  reason  why  the  Presi- 
t  of  the  jpank  should  not  be  selected  from  the 
ole  twenjy-five  directors,  if  it  was  the  object 
l^ei  the  U'st  man.     If  the  President  and  Senate 
'    .*point  a  director,  the  most  proper  tor  the  office. 
^  would  d-jublless  be  elected.     But,  if  not,  why 
Include   th4   fittest   character?     It   would  have 

i.  r 
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been  just  as  well  to  confine  the  selection  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  one  State,  though  it 
might  not  contain  a  person  as  well  qualified  as 
one  in  another  State.  .Mr.  R.  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  importance  of  the  office  and 
duties  of  the  President  of  the  Bank,  and  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  selecting  the  director  best  qual- 
ified. Such  a  course  was  congenial  with  our 
political  institutions,  although  he  believed  the 
bank  itself  was  by  no  means  congenial  with  the 
Constitution,  being,  as  he  viewed  it.  a  moneyed 
aristocracy.  He  condemned  the  policy  of  giving 
so  much  additional  strength  to  the  Executive 
arm.  Alexander  Hamilton  himself,  in  the  zenith 
of  his  influence,  would  not  have  dared  to  propose 
such  a  grant  of  power  to  the  President  as  the 
control  and  regulation  of  a  great  moneyed  insti- 
tution. Mr.  R.  concluded  by  saying  he  thought 
It  would  be  much  safer  to  adopt  the  amendment, 
and  withhold  from  the  Executive  so  important 
a  power,  <fcc. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  to  make  a  remark  or  two  in 
reply  to  his  friend  (Mr.  Robertson.)  He  almost 
despaired  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  after  some  of 
the  indications  which  he  had  witnessed,  and  be- 
gan to  doubt  whether  any  bill  would  pass  at  all 
on  the  subject.  For  himself,  Mr.  C.  said,  his 
anxiety  for  the  measure  was  not  extreme ;  but  as 
long  as  there  was  a  lingering  hope  of  its  success, 
he  sliould  omit  no  efl'ort  to  make  it  an  efficient 
remedy  lor  the  evils  of  the  present  currency.  If, 
after  making  it  suit,  as  far  as  possible,  the  taste 
of  every  one.  gentlemen  determined  to  oppose  it, 
it  was  time  for  them  to  look  out  for  some  other 
remedy.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  felt  deeply  the  evil  of 
the  disordered  state  of  our  currency,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  cure.  In  devising  that  cure,  difficul- 
ties were  to  be  expected.  The  direction  of  the 
bank  he  knew  had  been  made  a  sine  qua  non  by 
some  gentlemen  on  one  *«ide  of  the  House,  and  he 
was  sorry  to  find  it  was  one  also  with  some  on 
the  other.  It  was  a  fate  peculiar  to  great  meas- 
ures to  fail  in  their  details.  The  obstinacy  of 
gentlemen  in  matters  of  what  they  deemed  prin- 
ciple, was  honorable  to  them,  but  he  feared  it 
would  be  fatal  to  the  bill.  He  lamented  it  j  the 
disorders  were  so  deep,  so  great,  that  justice  to 
the  country  called  for  a  remedy  at  the  hands  of 
the  Government.  If  gentlemen  would  seriously 
consider  the  character,  and  power,  and  nature  of 
the  evil — two  hundred  and  sixty  banks  issuing 
almo->t  as  many  millions  of  depreciated  paper — 
they  must  .see  the  necessity  of  co-operating  in  the 
measure  of  relief.  The  necessity  for  union  was 
great  and  urgent,  for  the  disease  was  almost  in- 
curable  ;  it  was  a  leprosy  on  the  body  politic,  occ. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  SMira'a 
motion,  and  carried — ayes  80,  nays  40. 

After  some  further  amendment,  aff'ecting  no 
principle — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  add  the  word  native 
in  the  clause  which  limits  the  choice  of  directors 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to  without  debate — ayes  68. 

After  the  Committee  had  proceeded  to  the 
clause,  which  provides  for   the  appointment  of 
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directors  for  the  Branch  Banks,  which  clause 
likewise  restricted  the  choice  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States — 

.Mr.  Jewett  moved  that  the  word  native  be 
inserted  also  in  that  clause,  .so  as  to  limit  the  ap- 
pointment to  native  citizens. 

Mr.  Calhoun  objected  to  the  amendment.  It 
was  the  first  time,  he  said,  that  any  attempt  had 
been  made  in  this  country  to  discriminate  be- 
tween native  and  naturalized  citizens.  The  Con- 
stitution recognised  no  such  distinction,  except 
iQ  the  eligibility  to  the  highest  office  in  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  he  could  see  no  reason  for  introduc- 
ing on  this  occasion  so  odious  and  unprecedented 
a  distinction. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  it  was  indisputably  true 
that  it  was  to  our  system  of  naturalization  laws 
the  United  States  owed  that  spirit  of  faction  by 
which  they  had  been  torn  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  along  with  it  the  war  out  of  which  the 
country  had  just  emerged.  He  spoke  from  the 
information  of  stateimen  inferior  to  none  in  this 
or  any  other  country,  that  the  system  of  granting 
protections  to  foreign  seamen  was  one  of  the 
chief  causes  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  which 
system  had  grown  out  of  our  naturalization  laws. 
Much  had  been  said,  and  he  dared  to  say  much 
more  would  be  now  said,  and  much  more  be 
written  on  this  subject,  for  it  was  a  melancholy 
truth,  that  the  press  was  in  the  hands  of  those 
very  people  who  had  long  taken  upon  them  to 
dictate  to  the  American  people,  and  to  tell  them 
who  ought  to  be  their  President,  who  tlieir  Vice- 
President,  and  who  their  Representatives,  and 
to  direct  them  in  their  most  essential  concerns. 
He  was  aware,  therefore,  that  the  press  would 
be  at  work,  and  that  much  would  be  said  and 
much  printed  about  what  he  was  now  saying; 
but  that  had  no  terror  for  him.  How  long  the 
country  would  endure  this  foreign  yoke,  in  its 
most  odious  and  disgusting  form,  he  could  not 
tell ;  but  this  he  would  say.  that  if  we  were  to  be 
dictated  to,  and  ruled  by  foreigners,  he  would 
much  rather  be  ruled  by  a  British  Parliament 
than  by  British  subjects  here.  Should  he  be  told 
that  those  men  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, he  would  answer  that  those  who  did  so 
were  not  included  by  him  in  the  class  he  adverted 
to.  That  was  a  civil  war,  and  they  and  we  were, 
at  its  commencement,  alike  British  subjects. 
Native  Britons,  therefore,  then  taking  arms  on 
our  side,  gave  them  the  same  rights  as  those  who 
were  born  in  this  country,  and  his  motion  could 
be  easily  modified  so  as  to  provide  for  any  that 
might  be  of  that  description  ;  but  no  such  modi- 
fication, he  was  sure,  would  be  found  necessary, 
for  this  plain  reason.  Where  were  the  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution  who  were  not  natives  1  They 
were  either  already  retired,  or  else  retiring  to 
that  great  reckoning  where  discounts  were  not 
allowed.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
point  his  finger  to  any  such  kind  of  person  now 
living,  he  would  agree  to  his  being  made  an  ex- 
ception to  the  amendment.  It  was  lime,  Mr.  R. 
said,  that  the  American  people  should  have  a 
character  of  their  own;  and  where  would  they 
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find  it  ?  In  New  England  and  in  Virginia  only, 
because  they  were  a  homogeneous  race — a  pecu- 
liar people.  They  never  yet  appointed  foreigners 
to  sit  in  that  House  for  them,  or  to  fill  their  high 
offices.  In  both  States  this  was  their  policy;  it 
was  not  found  in,  nor  was  it  owing  to,  their  pa- 
per constitutions;  but  what  was  better,  it  was 
interwoven  in  the  frame  of  their  thoughts  and 
sentiments,  in  their  steady  habits,  in  their  princi- 
ples from  the  cradle — a  much  more  solid  secu- 
rity than  could  be  found  in  any  abracadabra, 
which  constitution  mongers  could  scrawl  upvon 
paper.  It  might  be  indiscreet  in  him  to  say  it, 
for,  to  say  the  truth,  he  had  as  little  of  that  ras- 
cally virtue  prudence,*  he  apprehended,  as  any 
man,  and  could  as  little  conceal  what  he  felt  as 
affect  what  he  did  not  feel.  He  knew  it  was  not 
the  way  for  him  to  conciliate  the  manufacturing 
body,  yet  he  would  say  that  he  wished,  with  all 
his  heart,  that  his  bootmaker,  his  hatter,  and 
other  manufacturers,  would  rather  stay  in  Great 
Britain,  under  their  own  laws,  than  come  here  to 
make  laws  for  us.  and  leave  it  to  us  to  import  our 
covering.  We  must  have  our  clothing  home- 
made, said  he.  but  I  would  much  rather  have  my 
workmen  home-made,  and  import  my  clothing. 
Was  it  best,  he  demanded,  to  have  our  own  un- 
polluted Republic  peopled  with  its  own  pure  na- 
tive Republicans,  or  erect  another  Sheffield,  an- 
other Manchester,  and  another  Birmingham,  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  the  Delaware,  and 
the  Brandywine,  or  have  a  host  of  Luddites 
amongst  us,  wretches  from  whom  every  vestige 
of  the  human  creation  >eemed  to  be  efi'aced  ? 
Would  they  wish  to  have  their  elections  on  that 
floor  decided  by  a  rabble  ?  What,  he  asked,  was 
the  cause  of  the  ruin  of  old  Rome  ?  Why,  their 
opening  their  gates  and  letting  in  the  rabble  of 
the  whole  world  to  be  her  legislators.  If,  said 
he,  you  wish  to  preserve  among  your  fellow-citi- 
zens that  exalted  sense  of  freedom  which  gave 
birth  to  the  Revolution — if  you  wish  to  keep 
alive  among  ihern  the  spirit  of  '76 — you  must 
endeavor  to  stop  this  flood  of  foreign  emigration. 
You  must  teach  the  people  of  Europe  that  if 
they  do  come  here,  all  they  must  hope  to  receive 
is  protection  ;  but  that  they  must  have  no  share 
in  our  Government.  From  such  men  a  tempo- 
rary party  may  receive  precarious  aid.  but  the 
country  cannot  be  safe,  nor  the  people  happy, 
where  they  are  introduced  into  Government,  or 
meddle  with  public  concerns  in  any  great  degree. 
Let  them  then  take  away  their  spinning  jennies — 
let  them  carry  off  their  principles  and  their  ma- 
chinery back  again  to  Europe,  and  leave  our 
Republic  to  its  repose.  I  dread  those  men  ;  I  have 
a  horror,  a  loaihing  of  a  paper  macliioe.  and  a 
manufacturing  aristocracy;  I  would  protect  com- 
merce, but  I  dislike  and  contemn  manufacturing. 
Can  you  be  defended  by  a  rabble  of  raanufactu- 
reri?  No,  you  cau.Tol  depend  upon  ihem  ;  they 
would  leave  you  to  be  sacked.  It  would  be  as 
rational  for  any  man  who  really  valued  his  coun- 

*  The  only  virtue,  says  Goklsmilb,  that  is  left  as  at 
three-score. 
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i^  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  ol  a 
never  see  a  merino  sheep 
me  that  we  are  about  to 
bf  JJi'e  tribuiines  of1he  most  timiJ.  weak,  ineffi- 
cieU  animaloa  the  face  of  the  earth.  Amotig 
ome  roapufactures,  I  wish  gentlemen  would 
d  to  thii.  of  human  bodies,  and  not  keep 
nersforithe  purpose  ofmaking  their  clothing 
me.  wK'n  they  could  import  to  so  much 
tiKii'  advani.r";e  from  abroad.  This,  he  ->aid,  was 
k  lilorable  Ui'ne  to  make  a  stand  against  this 
evK  and  if  ndi  this  session,  he  hoped  that  in  the 
wo»ild  be  a  revisal  of  the  naturaliza- 


•ae 


;  there  

^ici^law^.  H^  was  not  partial  to  the  French,  but 
if^  were  to  fcave  emigrants,  he  wished  them  to 
be* 4  that  peUple.  Not  the  birds  of  Newgate  or 
Ki(ifeainham.  .nor  the  rabble  of  British  raanufac- 
i\niig  towns.  He  preferred  the  French,  because 
ihtK  would  be  a  distinct  people  among  u>.  and 
aol^s  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who.  from 
'  \>irailarity:  of  their  language  and  manners, 
ified  tht^'iiselves  at  once  with  our  people, 
rought  Cjieir  principles  into  our  councils. 

r.  WRioni-  said  :  Mr.  Chairman.  I  cannot  be 
•ili't  when  ap  amendment  is  proposed  to  insert 
.■thfiword  nature,  so  that  none  but  natives  can  be 
'diiitors  of  tl.ii  bank.  Sir,  it  is  a  libel  on  the 
C.Usmution..)n  that  Washingto.v  who  recora- 
m^.'ded  its  adoption.  It  would  exclude  Alexan- 
dti>Hamiitonr  was  he  alive,  from  being  a  direcl- 

»'ho  so  prtr.eminently  distinguslied  tiimsell  in 

tpromotioi'  of  that  Constitution.     Look,  sir, 
|at  piciur'y.     See  the  bleeding   Montgomery 

ering  in  his  gore,  and  sacrificing  his  life  on 
th^ltar  of  Arnerican  liberty,  and  then  say  whe- 
th4»^  such  rae^i  ought  to  be  excluded.  Sir.  the 
mvftbers  of  tf.*?  Senate  and  Hou^e  of  Represent- 
at4is  who  m'ly  be  naturalized  citizens— nay,  a 
foi^gner.  whw  was  here  at  the  adoption  of  the 
.C(fc>>tituiion,  fQight  bs  a  President  of  the  United 
iSt'^s;  but,  if  this  amendment  obtains,  he  could 
jioi*.>e  a  director  of  this  bank! 
5  lifie  quesiicin  was  taken  on  Mr.  Jewett's  mo- 
l^iojjiand  lost. .without  a  division. 
J  ^r.  SMiTH.jof  Maryland,  then  moved  to  strike 
buijthat  part;of  the  seventeenth  section,  which 
^i^ls  the  PretideoTof  the  United  States  power, 
{during  the  reyess  of  Congress,  on  the  application 
joft'iiie  stockholders,  to  authorize  the  bank  to  sus- 
♦peiai  the  paytfient  of  specie. 
'  t{r.  Calho^'n.  after  admitting  the  propriety  of 
Uht:»motion.  s^id  he  had  no  objection  to  extend  it 
Ito  «be  whole  ^proviso  of  the  section,  so  as  to  de- 
le Congress,  as  well  as  the  President,  of  the 

[er  to  sus|tend  specie  payments. 

[r.  Forsyth  opposed  this  proposition,  and 
JMtf  Randolph   supported   it;  after   which,   the 

fimitlee  r'ise.  reported  progress,  and  obtained 

|e  to  sit  a^jain. 

Jhe  Hous^  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 

|ole  on  thi  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
Means,  -.Ai  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 

jbill  makilig  appropriations  for  the  Ordnance 
jidqjirtment.  ,  The  Senate's  amendments  were 
iaj.§fed  to  by  ^he  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 
( iti^se;  and  <ie  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  7. 

Mr.  R0BERT8ON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  further  extending 
the  time  for  issuing  and   locating  military  land 
warrants  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  coranauted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement, 
showing  the  valuation  of  real  property  and  slaves 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  each  county 
of  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  the  quota  or  amount 
of  direct  tax  apportioned  to  the  said  city  and  each 
of  the  said  counties,  and  the  rate  of  tax  on  the 
one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  property,  agree- 
ably to  the  valuation  and  apportionment  made 
under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties," 
parsed  July  22,  1813,  and   the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  lax  within  the  Uni- 
letl  State.s.''  pa>.sed  August  2d,  1S13;  and  a  sim- 
ilar statement  of  the  valuation,  apportionment, 
and  rate  of  tax  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same,"  passed  on  the  9th  day  of  January, 
1315 ;  so  as  to  exhibit  a  comparative  view  of  the 
valuation,  apportionment,  and  rate  of  tax  in  the 
said  city,  and  each  of  the  said  counties,  under  the 
.-everal  acts  abovementiooed  ;  also,  the  names  of 
the  principal  assessors  within  the  said  State,  for 
the  year  1S16,  and  tiie  counties  embraced  within 
their  respective   districts,  and  such  further  state- 
ment of  the  transactions  of  the  board  of  principal 
assessors  within  the  said  Slate,  as  reported  to  the 
Treasury  C>epariment,  as  will  show  what  changes, 
if  any,  have  been  made  by  them  in  the  relative 
valuation  of  property  in  any  of  the  said  counties, 
and  the  principles  on  which  they  have  proceeded 
in  performing  the  duties  required  of  them  by  the 
act  last  abovementioned. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Marsh, 
Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  accounts 
exhibited,  and  of  the  expenditures  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  offences  against  the  United  Slates,  in  the 
courts   thereof,   in   the  districts   of  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,   and 
New  York,  respectively,  from  the  year  1808,  lo 
the  year  1815.  inclusive  of  both  ;   also,  a  state- 
ment of  the  fines  and  penaliies  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  from  those  districts, 
during  that   period  ;   exhibiting   the   names  and 
numberof  the  indictments. informations, and  suits 
which  have  been  instituted  for  such  offences,  and 
distinguishing  those  in  which  there  have  been 
convictions.  Irom  those  in  which  there  have  been 
acquittals. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing 
and  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  grant  let- 
ters patent  to  Andrew  Kuriz."  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Aq  engrossed  bill,  eititled  "An  act  in  addition 
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to  ao  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment," was  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

NATIONAL  BANK 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  National  Bank 
bill — the  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso  which 
gives  to  Congress  the  power  of  authorizing  the 
baok,  on  application  of  the  stockholders,  to  sus- 
pend the  payment  of  specie,  being  still  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Randolph  supported  the  amendment,  and 
reprobated  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Forsyth)  who  opposed  it  as  the  most  extra- 
ordinary iie  had  ever  heard.  Was  that  gentleman 
yet  to  learn,  he  asked,  that  Congress  sal  under  a 
delegated  power,  by  which  they  were  authorized 
to  do  that  only  which  was  found  specified  in  their 
charier,  the  Consiiiulion  ?  The  power  to  violate 
contracts  between  individuals  was  noione  of  those 
granted  to  Congress  and  enumerated  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  yet  that  was  the  amount  of  the 
gentleman's  argument.  Nor  could  he  conceive  a 
case  in  which  their  power  could  extend  to  impair 

a  contract.  If  the  competency  to  suspend  pay-  was  less  than  the  salary  received  bv°twenty-eight 
mem  was  to  be  vested  in  either  of  them,  he  would  clerks  employed  by  the  Government.  Mr.  J.  also 
rather  trust  it  to  the  President  than  to  that  House,  |  defended  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  mode  of 
because  nothing  was  so  shameless  as  a  popular  j  compensation  over  the  per  diera  allowance,  and 
assembly.  No  crime  had  ever  bt-en  committed  |  concluded  with  a  few  statements  to  show,  that 
that   popular  assemblies  had  not   countenanced.  |  the  trifling  addition  to  the  pay  would  be  nothing 

in  comparison  with  the  despatch  of  public  busi- 
ness, which  would  be  the  effect  of  the  change. 

Mr.  Randolph  coincided  fully  with  Mr.  Johm- 
soN  in  his  views  of  the  proposed  change  ;  and  in 
order  to  divest  the  measure  of  its  only  odious  con- 
sideration, he  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  sus- 
pending Its  operation  until  ihe  4th  of  .March  next, 
so  as  not  to  take  effect  during  ihe  present  Con- 
gress. Mr.  R.  declared  his  conviction,  however, 
that  the  object  would  not  be  fully  attained  by  the 
change.  Are  not  members,  said  he.  obliged  to  be 
wakened  up  to  vote;  roused  up  to  hear  the  ques- 


cretse  the  disease.  Were  such  a  power  ready  at 
hand  to  be  administered  when  necessity  should 
require,  the  bank,  whose  interest  it  would  be  to 
suspend  specie  payments,  would  soon  contrive  to 
make  that  necesj^ity.  He  therefore  concurred  in 
the  amendment;  which  after  some  observations 
from  Mr.  Sharpe.  was  carried  by  a  very  large 
majority. 

Some  other  amendments  were  also  made  to  the 
bill;  when  at  length  the  Commillee,  having  got 
through  the  bill,  rose,  reported  progress  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  alter  the  compensatioD  al- 
lowed to  the  memb^  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  Ive^  thought  no  diversity  of 
opinion  could  arise  on  this  bill  but  as  to  the  sum 
which  it  proposed  to  allow  the  members  per 
annum.  If  members  of  Congress  were  satisfied 
to  adopt  a  smaller  sum,  he  avowed  himself  wilt- 
ing to  meet  them,  though  he  bad  no  doubt  the 
sum  mentioned  was  as  low  as  it  ought  to  be.  and 


He  declared  that  it  was  astonishing  and  afflicting 
to  him  to  hear  principles  which  he  had  ever  been 
taught  to  consider  monstrous  and  preposterous, 
openly  and  with  the  greatest  indifference  promul- 
gated in  that  House — for  what  less  than  iiion- 
btrous  and  preposterous  was  11  to  insist  that  Gov- 
ernmeal  had  a  right  to  make  paper  a  legal  lender  ? 
Mr.  Webster  said  he  should  be  sorry  if  such 
notions  as  those  of  .\lr.  F'orsytu  were  to  grow 
into  general  belief.  Ttie  language  of  the  Con!«ti- 
tutioQ  was,  he  said,  that  all  that  was  not  delegated 
was  reserved.     If  the  power  in  quesiioa  therefore 


as  not  delegated,  it  did  not  exist.     He  urged  the  i  lion  ?    Do  they  nol  keep  the  House  from  adjourn 


impolicy  of  retaining  ihe  clause,  on  the  grounc^s 
that  it  wotild  defeat  the  object  of  the  bill,  by  ad- 
ding to  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper.  If  the 
power  to  suspend  specie  payments  were  known 
to  exist  by  authority,  individuals  holding  it  would, 
on  the  slightest  grounds,  suspect  that  it  was  in- 
tended, and  press  upon  the  bank  for  their  money. 
In  short,  the  ingenuity  of  man  sould  not  devise  a 
thing  more  tending  to  bring  about  the  evil  for 
which  the  bill  is  presumed  to  be  a  cure. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  agreed  that  the  retention 
of  the  clause  was  unnecessary,  and  said  that  he 
would  no  more  make  a  provision  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  iii  a  bank,  than  in  form- 
ing a  government  he  would  provide  for  a  revolu- 
tion. Either  case  could  arise  but  from  an  extra- 
ordinary convulsion  not  likely  to  occur,  and  which, 
if  it  ever  did  arise,  would  bring  its  own  remedy 
time  enough  along  with  it.  Providing  for  it  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Forsyth's  notion  was  not  only 
unnecessary  but  would  be  pernicious — it  would 
be  like  calling  in  a  physician  to  a  sick  {}erson,  and 
mingling  with  his  prescriptions  materials  to  m- 


ing  because  ihey  have  not  fiinished  a  letter,  or  sent 
off  the  last  newspaper  ?  The  debates  of  the  House 
are  swelled  10  their  great  length  by  inattentioa  of 
members  ;  and  to  remedy  it.  we  must  get  rid  of 
this  bookbinder's  shop.  The  House,  be  said, 
was  not  exactly  like  a  Dover  court,  where  they 
were  all  speakers;  but  here  there  is  one  speaker 
and  no  listener. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  thought  if  the  bill  was  necessary  at  all,  it  was 
as  proper  for  the  present  Congress  as  a  future  one. 
However,  he  would  not  refuse  his  support  to  the 
bill,  if  the  motion  should  he  adopted.  Congress, 
he  said,  had  always  to  act  for  themselves  on  this 
subject,  and  he  was  averse  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  for  himself  he  would  prefer 
the  bill  as  it  stood  ;  but  it  was  to  satisfy  any  over- 
tender  consciences,  that  he  proposed  the  amend- 
ment. For  his  part,  he  was  not  afraid  of  the  thing 
called  popularity  ;  to  vote  to  himself  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars— for  what?  For  coming  here 
and  living  as  in  a  boarding  school,  or  a  mon- 
astery, &c.     There  was  no  profession  scarcely  by 


x'i 

'•  < 


If 


1^ 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1160 


t 


Compensation  of  Membert. 


March,  1816. 


man  cofld  not  earn  one  thousand  five 

dollars  jo  six  months,  and  do  it  much 

easanlly  Moo  than  by  coming  here.     Mr. 

uded  by  ♦repeating,  that  the  object  of  his 

ameinf  oent  was*iniended  merely  as  a  quietus  to 

oy^t-t 
Mr.' 

m^tit 


IS  II 


ider  cons<|iences. 

jrKOSVENi^R  said,  to  tiecide  on  the  amend- 


be  further  from  his  wish  or  intention  than  to  at- 
tribute improper  motives  to  the  worthy  chair- 
man, or  any  other  honorable  gentleman  of  the 
committee  by  whom  the  bill  had  been  introduced. 
But  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  bill,  so 
far  as  he  comprehended  its  scope  and  tenor,  pre- 
sented itself  to  ills  understanding  in  a  very  ques- 


t  so  at  th 


ihi>, 


was  oniy  necess.iry  to  inquire,  whether  !  tionable  shape.     It  wore  loo  much  the  appear- 
ihi^s  rrJfasure  wavac  all  proper.     If  it  be  necessary,  |  ance  of  disguise  and  concealment.  If  there  really 

"  was  such  evident  necessity  for  an  increase  in  the 

pay  of  members  of  Congress,  why  not  grant  it 
in  the  good  old   way  of  a  per  diem.     If  six  dol- 
lars a  day  were  not  adequate  to  meet  their  rea- 
sonable expenses,  and  afford  them  a  comfortable 
subsistence  at  the  Seal  of  Government,  let   the 
rate   be  augmented   to  eight,  len,  or  twelve  dol- 
lars, or  to  whatever  sum  might  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient.    But  let  this  be  done  in  such  a  manner  as 
that  their  constituents  might  at  a  glance,  under- 
stand what  had  been  done,  and  have  an  upporiu- 
m  the    hhpe  that  some  other  gentleman  |  nity  of  making  a   fair   comparison  between  the 
wO'Ui^uoderiak^  the  unplea»ant  task,  (fur  an  un-     present  allowance,  and    what   it  was   now    pro- 
plcnsiiftt  task  it  Certainly  was.)  of  rising  in  oppo-    posed  to  raise  it  to.     By  changing  the  per  diem, 
sitioqSo  a  meanire,  evidently   so  popular  and  so  i  or  daily  allowance,  into  a  salary,  or  gro^s  sum, 
eceived.   ;  Providence    in   its  beneficence,    a   concealment  of  the   increase  of  pay    was,    be 
essed  hinj  with  independence,  and  some-  i  would  not  say  sought  or  intended,  yet  it  ceriain- 
raore,  perljaps.  of  the  good  things  of  this  ;  jy  was  effected.  What  number  of  persons  at)road, 
an  bad  ia.'leo  to  llie  lot  of  several  of  those  I  he  asked,  would  comprehend  the  full  effect  of  the 


as  the  next  session  ?  On  what 
princ  Jle,  he  ask^d.  was  it  necessary  to  postpone 
the  ef  ct  of  the  pill  i  It  would  be  viewed  only 
as  a  l^tle  attemfjt  to  evade  the  imputation  of  re- 
gaxdi^  their  o^n  particular  interests  ;  and  he 
w|s  cfcidedly  opposed  to  it. 

Mrj-iHcGER  allured  the  House,  lie  had  never 
riseji^  address;them  with  more  reluctance,  or 
les*  tiiisfaction 


himself,  than  on  the  present 
occiisijtn.  He  }^d  waited  to  the  last  moment, 
ant^  tfftil  the  qu?siion  was  on  the  point  of  being 
tafe-rijin  the    hhpe  that  some  other  gentleman 


ia 


Iressed.     J^e  was  sensible,  thai  under  such 
istances,  up  position  to  the  proposed  increase 


might   uol  come  with  the   best 


possible 


irom  him  ;  and  he  most  sincerely  wished 
had  devolved  upon  any  other  gentleman, 
raiht-i^than  un  himself.  He  had  waited, however, 
re  obserriid,  to  the  last  moment,  but  no  one 
d  the  ieasj  disposition  to  rise  in  opposition 
ill.  He  ^id  not.  therefore,  think  himself  so 
down,  hajid  and  feet,  by  the  above  consid- 
or  by  ih)  leeliugs  of  delicacy  arising  out  of 
o  be  absiiutely  precluded  from  expressing 
like  to  a  pleasure,  which  he  disapproved  of 
nio&)^iecidedly.^nd  in  all  its  bearings;  nor  under 
any '.  j()oral  obii^'ation  to  lei  it  pass  sub  sileritio, 
aud  ^  ithoui  ih<:  most  trilling  attempt  being  made 
to  st'^)  Its  progivss.  He  should,  without  further 
pfei^e.  throw  |iniselt  on  the  candor  and  indul- 
gen^ol  the  t^ouse.  And  whilst  he  cheerfully 
afki^wledged  ttie  merits  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
n|4n  »rom  Kentucky  (Mr.  Johnson)  who  had  so 
gr^aidy  distingiiished  himself  in  other  fields,  and 
a  kiti  of  warlike  rather  more  glorious  than  that 
for  vtiich  he  h^'.d  been,  on  iiie  present  occasion, 
exie^ed  in  sucb  glowing  language;  he  tiatlered 
hi/nj*lf,  that  hi-  might  at  least  hope  and  calcu- 
lafe';^ipon  the  ij^ardoo  and  forgiveness  ui  gentle- 
miriiiif  he  veni^ired,  in  like  manner,  to  come  for- 
w,',r*wiih  son>e  litile  independence,  and  oppose 
a  in?j^sure,  evuv^ntly  s-o  popular  within  ihe  walls 
of  (*V  Chamber,  and  which  received  such  kind. 
ar»di^  all  appearance,  .such  general  welcome. 
Sit.  H.  repealed  that  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
bill  in  a.*  its  bearings  and  provisions;  to 
[crease  of 'pay  it  proposed,  (especially  at  the 
kit  time  ai^  under  existing  circumstances.) 
ull  more  ^o  the  manner  in  which  that  in- 
^re^fj  was  to  tj^  brought  about.     Nothing  could 


change,  or  possess  proper  data  upon  which  to 
make  a  correct  e>timate  and  comparison  between 
the  present  daily  allowance  and  thai  ujiich  was 
coniemplated  ?  Even  in  that  House  there  was 
great  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  stated  it,  including 
an  average  of  extra  sessions,  at  between  nine  and 
ten  dollars.  He  contended  they  were  not  likely 
to  have,  for  some  years  to  come,  any  extra  ses- 
sion. Yet  the  very  fact  that  there  might  or 
might  not  be  extra  sessions,  was  almost  conclu- 
sive argument  of  itself  in  lavor  of  the  old  mode 
of  a  per  diem,  and  against  the  proposed  change 
of  it  into  a  fixed  salary  and  gross  sum.  At  all 
events  there  was  not  the  most  distant  prospect  of 
an  extra  session,  neither  had  ihere  been  one  du- 
ring the  Constitutional  term  of  the  present  Con- 
gress. He  was  strictly  correct,  therefore,  and 
fully  authorized  in  estimating  the  addition  of 
pay  which  would  actually  be  received  by  the 
present  members,  at  an  increase  of  from  one  hun- 
dred to  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  or  at  an 
average  of  at  least  fourteen  dollars  a  day,  besides 
the  annual  travelling  allowance  of  six  dollars 
every  twenty  miles.  Indeed,  this  was  so  obvi- 
ously the  case,  that  he  had  heard  it  in  conver- 
sation, candidly  acknowledged,  thai  the  mode 
adopted  of  giving  an  annual  salary  instead  of  a 
per  diem,  was  the  only  one  which  could  render 
the  thing  palatable,  and  make  it  go  down  with 
the  pt  opie.  And  this  very  observation  and  ac- 
knonrledginent  had  been  by  no  means  one  of  the 
smallest  inducements  with  him  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion particularly  to  the  subject,  and  rise  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill. 

But  even  granting  it  lo  be  expedient  to  increase 
their  pay  for  the  future,  it  was,  in  every  possible 
view,  incorrect  and  unbecoming  to  give  the  bill 
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a  rctrospectire  operation.  When  the  members  |  and  drawers  of  water.  He  saw  [no  force  in  the 
of  this  Congress  were  elected  they  well  knew  |  observation.  They  were  in  fact,  and  in  truth, 
they  would  be  entitled  to  six  dollars  a  day,  and  '  day  laborers,  and  must,  from  the  nature  of  their 
no  more.  They  accepted  their  seats  under  this  |  services,  continue  such.  Their  predecessors  had 
express  condition.  But  if  the  bill  passed,  each  j  been  so,  and  had  received  for  upwards  of  thirty 
member  would  receive  fifteen  hundred  dollars  j  years  a  per  diem,  in  proportion  to  their  daily  ser- 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  4th  of  March,  which  ;  vices.  Yet.  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever 
was  already  elapsed,  and  during  which  they  had  I  heard  a  whisper  as  to  its  baneful  influence  on 
barely  been  in  session  three  months.  Thus,  in-  {  their  dignity,  or  that  the  receipt  of  a  per  diem 
stead  of  $180  a  month,  or  $540  for  three  months,  i  had  affected,  one  way  or  the  other,  the  standing 
to  which   they   were  now   entitled,  and    which  \  or  respectability  of  the  members  of  Congress 


many  had  already  drawn,  the  members  would 
receive  Sl-500  each,  while  the  President  pro  tern. 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  instead  of  $1,080,  to  which  they 
would  be  entitled  as  the  law  now  stood,  would 
each  receive  $3,000 ;  the  members  a  per  diem  at 
the  rate  of  about  seventeen  dollars  per  day,  ex 


Not  only  their  dignity,  however,  was  all  of  a 
sudden  found  to  be  lessened  by  the  old  mode  of 
compensation,  but  members,  it  seems  likewise  to 
be  most  unexpectedly  discovered,  received  less 
than  clerks  in  many  of  the  offices,  or  those  era- 
ployed  to  copy  their  own  proceedings;  and,  it 
was  triumphantly  demanded,  whether  members 


clusively  of  the  usual  allowance  for  travelling  '  of  that   honorable  body   were  not   worthy  of  at 


expenses;  the  President  pro  tern,  oi  the  Senate, 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives a  perdiem  of  rather  upward  thirty-threedol- 
lars,  likewise  exclusive  of  the  usual  allowance  of 
travelling  expenses.  The  President  pro  tern.,  and 
the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker,  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Fourteenth  Congress,  would 
consequently  receive  a  gratuity,  (for  a  gratuity, 
concealed  as  it  might  be.  it  certainly  was,)  over 


least  as  much  compensation  as  mere  quill-drivers. 
He  really  did  not  expect  such  an  argument  (well 
enough  adapted,  perhaps,  to  a  newspaper  para- 
graph) would  have  been  seriously  urged  in  that 
House.  He  would  ask  in  return,  whether  the 
question  had  been  fairly  stated,  or  whether  there 
was  any  point  of  comparison  between  a  clerk 
who  earned  his  daily  bread  by  personal  labor  and 
his  skill  in  figures  and  penmanship,  and  a  mem- 


and  above  their  usual  per  diem,  at  the  close  of  a    ber  who  was  elevated   to  a  seat  in  that  august 


bloodv  and  expensive  war.  out  of  the  public  cof- 
fers, to  the  amount  of  about  §200.000  for  their 
services  the  three  months  last  past,  during  which 
they  had  literally,  and  to  the  best  of  his  recollec- 
tion, done  nothing  else  but  make  appropriations, 
and    lay  taxes.     Yet    honorable  gentlemen    had 


body;  lo  whose  care  was  committed  the  desti- 
nies of  this  great  and  rising  Republic.  He  put 
it  to  gentlemen  themselves  to  say,  whether  it 
was  indeed  with  a  view  of  making  a  livelihood, 
or  upon  the  principle  of  obtaining  compensation 
for  their  services,  that  ihey  sought  or  accepted  of 


spoken  of  this  gratuity  and  augmentation  of  pay  I  the  high,  dignified,  and  responsible  situation  of  a 

Representative  of  the  people.     He  was  confident 


they  were  about  to  vote  to  themselves,  as  a  mere 
pittance,  which  the  liberality  of  their  constitu- 
ents would  confirm  without  a  >econd  thought  on 
the  subject;  nay,  several  had  gone  so  far  as  to 
say,  if  ihe  committee  had  erred,  it  was  rather  in 
fixing  upon  a  sum  loo  small,  than  in  recommend- 
ing one  too  large.  He  thought  very  differently. 
And  though  he  had  as  much  confidence  in  the 
liberality  of  those  whom  he  immediately  repre- 
sented, as  any  other  gentleman  could  have  in  that 
of  his  immediate  constituents,  yet  when  he  rec- 
ollected how  liberally  taxes  had  been  laid  on 
them  already  during  the  present  Congress,  and 
the  high  tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  importations 
about  to  be  added  to  these,  by  way  of  bounty  to 
doine»tic  manufdclures,  he  could  not  find  it  in 
his  conscience  to  draw  upon  their  liberality  for  a 
gratuity,  and  an  addition  to  his  pay  at  such  a 
moment,  and  under  such  circumstances. 

Were  there  no  other  objections  then  to  the  bill, 
this  extravagant  retrospective   operation   would 
be   a  sufficient    inducement    with    him    to    vote  j 
against  it.     Bui  he  had  a  still  stronger,  and,  in  | 
his  opinion,  unanswerable  objection  to  the  bill,  i 
on  account  of  the  proposed  change  in  the  mode 
of  compensation,  and  the  novelty  of  convening 
members  of  the  Legislature   into  salary  officer.s. 
They  were  said,  indeed,  to  be  mere  day  laborers, 
and  thai  it  was  beneath  their  dignity  to  receive  a 
stipend,  as  though  they  were  mere  hewers  of  wood 


ihai  gentlemen,  one  and  all.  would  spurn  at  the 
suggestion.  Indeed,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who  was  one 
of  the  most  zealous  supporters  of  the  bill,  had 
given  the  most  decided  negative  to  any  such  idea, 
and  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
ciple he  advocated,  when  he  stated  it  to  be  his 
soLier  and  well-digested  opinion,  thai  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  should  not  be  allowed  any  pay 
whatever. 

On  this  point,  however,  he  had  the  misfortune 
likewise  to  differ  from  that  gentleman;  and  he 
well  remembered,  at  a  former  period,  and  as  a 
member  of  a  former  Congress,  when  ■•economy 
and  republican  frugality  and  simplicity"  were  as 
much  the  cry  and  watchword  o(  the  day,  as  are 
at  this  time  "  dignity,  and  living  like  gentlemen," 
he  well  remembered  he  had  resisted  most  strenu- 
ously a  proposal  to  reduce  the  pay  of  members 
of  Congress  to  three  or  four  dollars  a  day.  He 
had  done  so  from  motives  and  principles  not  dis- 
similar to  those  which  actuated  him  at  present  in 
opposing  an  increase  of  pay. 

He  had  always  understood  that  the  object  of 
giving  a  per  diem  to  members,  either  of  the  State 
or  National  Legislatures,  was  not  by  way  of  a 
compensation  for  their  services,  still  less  to  remu- 
nerate them  for  sacrifices  of  pecuniary  or  personal 
advantages  of  any  kind.      No  ;   the  real  object 
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enable  idijividoais,  whose  priTate  means 
woullJ'O'  enabla*'  them  to  attend  the  sesiions  of 
the  rfeective  Lcjjislatures,  to  meet  the  moderate 
sonable  expenses  lo  which  they  must  ne- 
be  subjected  by  their  attendance  on  them, 
the  country  might  not  be  alto- 
he  services  of  men  in  narrow 
tances.friVn  their  inability  to  suffice  to  this 


^.tfhe  end  th^t  t 

^e^eprived  l.,'  ti 

•  ^tances.frivn  ^••'^•.  ."-^..",  .~ —  -— 

^pense.     Lence,  and  in  the  same  spirit,  a 

•»ie  and  reaionable  allowance  was  made  for 
iT. 5.     __.  _. k  „  -«.->   k^™,-.,-^. 
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trarelfeaig  eipensijs — not  at  such  a  rate,  however, 
as  Votli  be  requ.Ved  by  the  nabob  of  the  South, 
wh;)toT»he  gentl^nan  from  Mast.achusetts  (Mr. 
Ki>iGj$escnbes,  «nd  who,  he  tells  us — with  all 
tbegri^ity  and  divnity  he  possesses  in  so  eminent 
and  which  so  well  becomes  the  occa- 
sion—i^innot  getvlong  without  his  carriage  and 
twii  hlf-ies.  and  t  ^o  black  servants,  and  two  dogs, 
but  SU&  as  wouU^  enable  a  decent  and  respecta- 
ble.iqmv  id  ual  to^'transport  himself  comfortably 
ancf  ctiveniently-frora  his  place  of  residence  to 
iheiStJiof  Government, 
^ucl^.  beyond  a^l  doubt,  was  the  principle  upon 
^ay  has  h*>iretofore  been  given  to  members 
iiate  and  l^tional  Legislatures.  This  was 
[•cct  raedijm  between  ttie  two  extremes 
[ing  to  pay  their  reasonable  expenses,  or 
[or  salaries  Vufficiently  large  lo  compensate 
1$  of  the  ♦espective  Legislatures  for  the 
'.me,  the  -^crifices  they  made  of  individ- 
ual C0||*fort,  and  t'-'-e  diversion  of  their  talents  and 
indusiY  from  the;r  usual  avocations  ;  by  the  first 
alternjAve.  depriving  the  country  altogether  of 
ihe.seii  jces  of  peisons  in  narrow  circumstances, 
an(i  till  ^'wing  the  Government  entirely  into  the 
barf}sk  the  rich  ;"  by  the  latter,  attempting  to  do 
thai  w5  ch.  if  carr  ed  into  execution,  would  bank- 
rujri  t{  •  nation.  It  was.  in  fact,  not  to  be  ex- 
pecied<  nor  calculated  upon,  that  the  best  and 
firs(-ra^  ;  lalents  fj(  the  country  could  or  would 
be  ,'lraf-  n  out,  injcommon  and  peaceable  times, 
by  iinyi  lalary  whi>h  might  be  offered  ;  far  less  by 
such  aj  annual  si^pend  as  that  proposed.  In  mo- 
ments! t"  great  crjsis — on  occasions  of  imminent 
dange*!  md  national  exigency — ihe  amor  pairitB 
— i^ie  \  -nial  impnlse  of  great  minds  would  force 
sucji  1 »  n  to  com^jr  forward  and  take  a  part  in  the 
publicW councils,  ;But.  to  expect  such  a  sacrifice 
of  prii(jLce  pursuit^],  and  individual  enjuymentand 
emolut;^ent  on  ili^^ir  part,  in  ordinary  times,  was 
out  oSihe  quesfon.  He  more  than  doubted,  , 
indfetQwhether  any  salary,  the  most  sanguine 
friexidjj^f  the  biU^could  prevail  on  themselves  to 
propO)3  would  insure  a  more  respectable  repre- 
seniat^n  than  that  which  composed  the  present 
Coog)5-s. 

ThAtloint  at  issiie,  then,  it  would  seem,  between 
the,  gflileman  a.^d  him.'^elf,  was,  that  ihey  pro- 
poi^dBL  remune^te  members  for  their  services 
an(|  saCifices  ;  wjiilst  he.  according  to  the  princi- 
ple'h(|^iofore  ac^ed  upon,  thought  it  most  expe- 
dient 3>  confine  *ihe  pay  to  such  an  amount  as 
WQjjli^lf  iray  iht^r  necessary  and  reasonable  ex- 
pet^sedcuming  yj,  attending  on,  and  returning 
frdaij^e  Naiion.f  Legislature.  Take  either  horn 
of  ihf^ileoama.iind  he  was  equally  opposed  to 

f 
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the  bill.  He  contended  that  it  was  perfectly  far- 
cical to  talk  of  drawing  out  the  first-rate  talents 
and  characters  by  such  a  salary  as  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars.  On  the  contrary,  this  sum,  when 
fixed  and  certain,  was  about  sufficient  to  tempt 
the  cupidity  and  excite  the  avarice  of  the  second 
or  third  rate  county  court  lawyer,  the  idle  and 
noisy  demagogue,  or  the  lowest  grade  of  political 
brawlers,  who  haunted  the  taverns  and  tippling 
houses,  and  stunned  the  ears  of  the  peaceable  citi- 
zens with  their  devotion  lo  republicanism,  their 
love  of  the  people,  and  their  exclusive  patriotism. 
Here  the  question  presented  itself,  and  he  would 
examine  whether  the  old  per  diem  of  six  dollars 
was  or  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  reasonable 
and  necessary  expenses  of  a  member  whilst  at- 
tending to  his  official  duties.  He  would  candidly 
acknowledge  that  money  had  depreciated  ;  that 
living  was  (nominally  at  least)  higher;  that  the 
pecuniary  resources  of  a  member,  arising  from 
his  pay,  were  not  as  great  or  as  favorable  to  him 
as  they  had  been  in  former  and  better  times.  But 
this  was  no:  to  last  forever.  In  the  meantime,  it 
was  equally  felt  by  all  those  in  any  way  con- 
nected or  concerned  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment— the  public  creditor,  the  old  soldier,  the  dis- 
banded officer — indeed,  by  every  portion  of  the 
community,  even  in  their  private  concerns  and 
capacity.  He  saw  no  reason,  therefore,  why  the 
members  of  Congress  should  separate  themselves 
from  all  other  classes  of  that  community,  and 
make  use  of  their  official  station  to  escape  from 
the  pressure  of  an  evil  common  to  all,  and  one  for 
which  It  would  better  become  them.and  It  was  their 
bounden  duty,  to  endeavor  to  find  an  efficient  rem- 
edy. He  moreover  contended,  the  depreciation 
notwithstanding,  that  a  member  could  live  con- 
veniently, comfortably,  abundantly — ay,  and  like 
a  gentleman,  too,  if  this  was  to  be  the  criterion, 
upon  the  present  per  diem.  He  could  prove  it, 
he  thought,  beyond  all  contradiction,  by  figures. 
Take,  for  example,  the  expenditure  of  a  week  in 
Washington,  at  the  highest  rate,  and  for  what  he 
should  presume  to  \h;  an  ample  establishment, 
even  for  a  gentleman  :  boarding  and  lodging,  (the 
highest  charge  he  had  heard  of,)  fifteen  dollars. 
a  servant  four,  two  horses  eight.  He  did  not 
include  the  two  dogs  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  a^  this  necessary  appendage 
to  the  dignity  of  a  member  was  unknown  to  him- 
self or  either  of  his  colleagues,  and  must  belong, 
he  presumed,  exclusively  to  Virginia  and  the 
other  large  States.  The  above  three  items  amount 
to  twenty-seven  dollars,  which,  deducted  from 
twelve  dollars,  the  gross  amount  of  a  week's  pay, 
at  six  dollars  per  diem,  would  leave  a  balance  of 
fifteen  dollars  per  week  for  extra  expenses,  in- 
cluding Madeira,  which  the  veteran  member  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Wright)  seemed  to  think  had 
likewise  become  indispensable  to  the  dignity  of 
a  gentleman  who  had  in  these  days  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress. And  on  this  point,  at  least,  he  candidly 
acknowledged,  and  was  happy  to  find,  that  his 
feelings  were  somewlat  in  unison  with  his  old 
Congressional  friend  and  acquaintance  ;  though 
he  had,  nevertheless,  some   doubts  whether  the 
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member  who  had  made  a  late  dinner  or  his  sup- 
per with  brown  bread  and  a  tumbler  of  genuine 
cider,  would  no:  find  himself  on  the  following 
morning  fully  as  adequate  to  perform  the  duties 
of  a  legislator,  as  the  one  who  had  feasted  sump- 
tuously with  the  best  white  loaf  or  enjoyed  his 
bottle,  even  of  the  deservedly  far-famed  old  lath 
of  Alexandria. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph) 
had  said  it  was  immoral,  contra  boms  m^rea,  to 
oblige  members  to  live,  for  the  want  of  means, 
so  many  months  separated  from  their  families. 
There  was  point  and  pith  in  this.as  there  usually 
were  in  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman.  He  per- 
fectly acquiesced  in  the  truth  and  justice  ol  it; 
but.  before  it  could  have  any  weight  with  him  in 
making  up  his  mind  on  the  present  question,  he 
must  be  convinced  that  the  proposed  augmenta- 
tion would  remedy,  or  at  least  have  a  considera- 
ble tendency  to  remedy,  the  evil.  From  his  own 
knowledge,  he  was  convinced  it  could  and  would 
not.  He  was  confident  that  the  contemplated 
addition  to  the  old  per  diem  would  not  enable 
gentlemen,  who  had  not  other  and  private  means 
of  their  own,  to  bring  their  wives  and  children 
with  them  ;  nor  did  he  believe  that  one  additional 
family  would  spend  their  Winter  at  Washington 
in  consequence  of  it.  The  only  effect  of  this  in- 
creased compensation  would  be.  that  the  expen- 
sive habits  and  inclinations  of  one  portion  of  tne 
members  would  be  encouraged  and  excited,  whils: 
others,  who  were  more  saving  and  economical, 
would  carry  heavier  purses  home  with  them. 

Another  argument  had  been  advanced,  which 
likewise  carried  with  it  some  appearance  of  plau- 
sibility. It  was  said  this  addition  of  pay  would 
lessen  the  anxiety  and  necessity  for  Executive 
favors  and  appointments,  and  that  Executive  in- 
fluence and  control  in  and  over  that  body  would 
be  thereby  diminished.  He  was  convinced,  how- 
ever. It  would  have  a  contrary  tendency.  The 
moment  a  seat  in  Congress  was  regarded  as  a 
money  job,  or  members  were  induced  to  change 
their  habits,  and  live  beyond  their  regular  means, 
by  a  temporary  addition  to  them,  they  would  im- 
bibe expensive  notions  and  inclinanon>.  Their 
wants  would  increase;  their  families,  as  well  as 
themselves,  would  be  disposed  to  ape  the  follies 
and  extravagances  of  the  rich  contractor,  unprin- 
cipled speculator,  and  every  other  description  of 
moneyed  men,  or  of  men  without  money,  who 
lived  by  means  of  their  wits,  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  industrious  classes  of  the  community.  De- 
pendence must  be  the  natural  and  unavoidable 
consequence.  An  overweening  anxiety  and  irre- 
sistible necessity  of  obtaining  Executive  favors 
and  patronage,  per/a«ati/  nefas.  must  as  certainly 
follow.  .Moderation,  frugality,  and  economy  were 
the  only  safeguards  lo  the  independence  and  in- 
tegrity of  men  in  public  life,  li  was  not  only  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  most  sacred  maxim  of 
morality,  tjius  lo  lead  them  into  temptation  ;  but 
the  doctrine  of  the  present  day.  and  that  preached 
up  on  the  present  occasion,  which  went  lo  per- 
suade members  that  it  was  necessary  to  live  in  a 
style  beyond  what  was  decent,  respectable,  and 


comfortable,  and  to  entice  them  into  expenses  and 
a  kind  of  living  beyond  what  they  were  accus- 
tomed to.  or  had  the  private  means  of  keeping  up 
at  home,  was  contrary  to  the  soundest  dictates  of 
common  sense,  and  dangerous  in  the  extreme. 
By  doing  so.  they  must  become  needy  and  crav- 
ing, and  be  placed  precisely  in  that  situation  most 
likely  to  render  them  subservient  lo,  and  ihea 
perhaps  reluctant,  yet  not  less  implicit  tools  of, 
that  branch  of  the  Government  which  could  alone 
supply  their  immediate  and  most  pressing  wants, 
and  hold  out  to  them  in  expectation  a  rich  har- 
vest and  ample  share  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  at 
its  disposal. 

But  It  was  contended  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  that  this  increase  of  pay,  and  change 
of  the  per  diem  into  a  salary,  would  shorten  the 
sessions  of  Congress,  put  an  end  lo  long  speeches — 
in  a  word,  be  the  panacea  or  cure-all  lo  every  evil. 
Such  might  be  the  case  in  part,  particularly  as 
relates  to  the  shortening  of  the  sessions  of  that 
body.  He  more  than  doubted,  nevertheless,  if  it 
was  so.  whether  such  an  alternative  was  alto- 
gether desirable.  The  honorable  chairman  ap- 
peared to  him  not  to  have  examined,  with  his 
usual  sagacity,  both  sides  before  he  had  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  question.  Upon  his  own  data, 
It  would  seem  evident,  on  the  one  hand,  that  an 
augmentation  of  pay  could  not  be  necessary  ;  for 
his  arguments  went  to  show,  that  the  present  six 
dollars  per  diem  tempted  members  to  make  long 
speeches,  and  spin  out  the  session — to  the  end 
thai  they  might  reap  the  greater  emolument  by 
remaining  here  and  obtaining  a  greater  number 
of  days'  pay.  It  followed,  of  necessity,  that  the 
old  and  present  allowance  was  found  experimen- 
tally to  be  not  only  sufficient,  but  highly  desirable. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  per  diem  was  changed 
into  a  salary,  and  that  salary  increased,  in  ordet  to 
shorten  the  sessions  and  put  down  long  speeches, 
might  tiiere  not  (deducing  the  same  probable  ef- 
fects from  the  same  efficient  causes)  be  with  jus- 
lice  serious  apprehensions  entertained  lest  the 
members  should,  in  time  to  come,  be  induced  to 
shorten  the  sessions  too  much,  and  hurry  over 
the  public  business  somewhat  unadvisedly,  and 
before  it  was  properly  and  sufficiently  matured  ? 
This  was  perhaps  too  often  the  case,  even  at  this 
time,  and  under  existing  circumstances. 

What.  then,  was  to  be  expected,  according  to 
the  data  given,  from  a  measure  the  necessary 
operation  of  which  was  to  place  the  interest  of 
ihe  individual  in  direct  opposition  to  his  duty,  and 
to  render  his  emolument  greater  or  less,  in  exact 
proportion  lo  the  shortness  of  the  period  he  de- 
voted to  his  public  duties,  and  remained  in  this, 
as  it  was  said,  most  expensive  city.  Now,  though 
he  was  by  no  means  fond  of  too  much  regulation, 
vet  he  confessed  he  saw  no  very  great  inconve- 
nience or  danger  likely  to  accrue  lo  the  Republic 
from  loo  much  discussion.  For  his  own  part,  he 
would  ralher  be  condemned  to  listen  to  fifty  long 
and  tedious  speeches  than  contribute,  »u6  ^i/cnrio, 
to  the  passage  of  one  bad  law.  or  be  obliged  to 
vote  for  a  m°easure  he  had  not  heard  explained  or 
did  not  comprehend. 
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'-re  was  aj>other  aspect  in  vphich  this  subject 
ited  itself  lo  him  as  of  vital  importance,  and 
)rding  cause  for  serious  alarm.  He  was 
[ily  saiisfijjd,  in  his  own  mind,  rhat  no  mea- 
Siould  be  (jevised  which  would  increase,  so 
pously  aofi  fearfully.  t!ie  influence  of  the 
ftive  over  ihe  legislative  branch  of  the  Gov- 
•nt,  or  thtjpw  the  latter  so  completely  under 
[mtrol  of  vt\e  former  as  this  salary  system. 
|nly  the  sef  pions  would  thereby  be  injuriously 
fned.  but  bijsiness  would  be  hurried  through 
low  and  ewry  how.  Congress  would  meet 
jtle  else  xh?,n  to  lay  taxes  and  make  appro- 
priaf»)ns.  Latv.s  would  be  passed  as  they  were 
scnt.^<»fldy  draw|»  unfrom  the  several  departments, 
ao'i  Teasures.  kjiidly  and  previously  matured  by 
the  lilustry  anu  superior  wisdom  of  the  Execu- 
tive.^ould  be  ariopted.  right  or  wrong,  with  little 
if  a^  discussion.  He  entreated  gentlemen  to 
tat<  ihis  view  r^  the  subject,  before  they  made 
ap'tlk^ir  minds  ?in  the  question,  and  to  postpone 
thfj  h^l  at  least,  till  the  next  session,  and  until 
th«iy,uiad  gone  Jhome  and  consulted  with  their 
cofjst^tpents  in  ;iegard  to  it.  He  could  not,  for  his 
oi«n  f'art  at  lea*,  but  regard  this  change  of  the 
pci».  dpm  into  j-.f  salary,  or  gross  sum,  as  a  dan- 
geiOQk  innovation,  and  one  likely  to  be  attended 
withihe  worst  Consequences. 

•p^  GovernriA°nt  had  been  described  with  some 
hmnjlr,  and  nor'iless  justice,  perhaps,  as  a  species 
of  «0|fecracy.  ijt  was  in  fact  and  in  essence  very 
mucSofone.  It^ould  not  getalongwithoutconsid- 
erabSdiscussiori-  The  people  ought  and  would 
ka*>w  what  we^e  the  motives  which  led  to  this 
01  thgc  measure*  or  why  one  law  was  passed,  and 
afiot  #?r  rejectee^.  Now,  he  knew  of  no  mode  by 
whid*  this  infotmalion  could  be  obtained  by  them 
reort^conveoien^ly  or  satisfactorily,  than  through 
Uc  ti-bates  in  C*ongress.  and  the  speeches  of  their 
Ilr{v*!?entative4  He  was  dispo.sed,  therefore,  to 
v^f\^ihis  caco€\hes  loquendi.  which  some  gentle- 
Eoiiiwho  possessed  it  in  no  trifling  degree  them- 
srlv\|)  complaiied  so  much  of.  with  some  little 
iiidiAjence.  Tlfere  was,  indeed,  at  times,  irksome, 
tediflKis  and  m^st  ridiculous  speeches  made  in 
tfcarjlouse.  Biit  gentlemen  enjoyed  a  privilege 
\4hiijli  they  hac;  very  generally,  and  notveryun- 
f;eq|^oilyavail*d  themselvesofduring  the  present 
sessfln — the  privilege  of  not  listening  to  such 
3i>ee^fhes  ;  wliiljt  the  good  people  abroad  read 
or  read  tl^em  not.  according  a.-<  the  subject, 
[eaker.  or  jany  other  circumstance,  excited 
jcuriosity,  .ir  attracted  their  attention, 
iese  few  observations,  he  hoped,  would  tend 
koncile  tl/e  worthy  gentleman  from  Ken- 
a  link.'  to  the  inconvenience  of  lon^ 
jhes.  and  tvould  also,  he  trusted,  plead  in 
I  measure  Itis  own  apology  for  the  lent^ih  of 
|he  had  enijroached  upon  their  patience.  He 
not  hav-|  indulged  himself  to  such  an  ex- 
■  ut  that  the  active  opposition  to  the  bill  ap- 
pea^d  to  devofve  almost  exclusively  upon  him- 
8»»lf.iJvhilst  thetirst  talents  in  the  Hoii^e  had  been 
lrroi|»lit  forwarci  in  support  of  it.  He  would  fur- 
IheiAbserve  that  in  the  ground  he  had  taken,  he 
thorfjht   himseQt"  supported   by  the  spirit,  if  not 


the  letter  of  that  article  of  the  Coostitution, 
which  prohibited  a  Senator  or  Representative 
from  being  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under 
the  United  States,  that  had  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  of  which  were  increased  during  the 
timefor  which  hehad  beenelected.  Certainhewas 
that  in  South  Carolina,  his  native  Stale,  and  the 
one  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  no  act 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  could  take  efi'ect  till  after  a  new 
election;  nor  did  the  provisions  of  any  such  act 
go  into  operation,  except  in  favor  of  those  who 
were  chosen  to  serve  in  a  succeeding  Legislature. 
He  had  long,  therefore,  been  accustomed  to  regard 
this  as  the  true  and  the  most  decorous,  as  well  as 
the  most  correct  principle,  and  he  should  not, 
he  trusted,  be  accused  of  presumption  if  he  ren- 
tured  to  recommend  it  to  that  House,  as  a  pre- 
cedent which  it  would  well  become  them  to  im- 
itate. 

Before  he  sal  down.  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  add, 
that  he  was  perfectly  aware,  the  stand  he  had 
made  in  opposition  to  an  increase  and  change  of 
the  per  diem  into  a  salary,  (indeed  it  had  been 
more  (ban  insinuated  in  the  course  of  the  debate.) 
would  be  attributed  to  a  desire  of  obtaining  popu- 
larity, and  an  anticipation  of  the  popular  edict  it 
would  probably  have  out  of  doors.  He  would 
not  sav  that  such  feelings  might  not  have  had 
some  influence  on  his  mind  and  conduct;  for  he 
pretended  not  to  be  less  fallible  than  those  around 
him.  But  he  could  with  justice,  and  in  sober 
truth  aver,  that  he  was  opposed  upon  principle  to 
the  measure,  and  more  especially  to  the  change 
of  the  per  diem  into  a  fixed  salary  ;  a  system  that, 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied,  would  augment  most 
enormously  the  power  of  Executive  influence, 
which  no  one.  he  believed,  would  deny  had  in- 
creased, was  increasing,  and  would  be.  if  it  was  not 
already,  placed  by  this  new  system  beyond  all 
control.  Besides,  convenient  as  he  acknowledged 
such  an  addition  to  his  pay  would  be  lo  himself, 
at  the  present  time,  as  well  as  to  other  gentlemen, 
yet  when  he  recalled  lo  mind  the  heavy  taxes 
which  had  been  or  must  be  laid  ;  the  exorbitant 
tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  imporlation.s.  likely  lo 
be  adopted  ;  the  large  and  unprecedented  (at  least 
in  time  of  profound  peace)  appropriations  they 
were  called  upon  to  make;  the  number  of  vet- 
erans who  had  lately  been  disbanded,  and  thrown 
penniless  upon  the  world  ;  the  debt  which  had 
been  incurred,  and  partially  funded  ;  the  large 
outstanding  demands  not  yet  liquidated — in  a 
word,  when  he  passed  in  review  these  and  similar 
mailers,  it  did  seem  to  him  that  the  proposed 
measure  was  wrong,  and  most  obviously  ill-timed. 
He  at  least  could  not  reconcile  it  lo  himself;  and. 
though  sneered  and  laughed  at  by  more  than  one 
honorable  gentleman,  for  so  expressing  himself 
he  wou^  repeat,  he  should  be  ashamed  to  return 
home  and  acknowledge  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  at  the  close  of  so  bloody  and  expen- 
sive a  war.  he  had  voted  for.  or  even  neglected  to 
oppose  an  increase  of  pay  to  himself  and  to  those 
who,  like  himself,  represented  the  good  people  of 
these  United  Staieson  that  floor,  and  consequently 
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held  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation  at  their  dis- 
posal. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  repeating,  he  did  not 
think  ihe  sessions  long.  The  House  was  some- 
times vexed  with  the  cacoethes  loquendi,  but  the 
consequence  was,  that  measures  had  a  fair  and 
deliberate  consideration.  It  was  necessary,  he 
thought,  the  community  should  righlly  under- 
stand the  acts  of  Congress  ;  and  one  of  ihe  advan- 
tages of  this  speechification,  was,  that  the  people 
would  be  well  informed,  and  our  measures  be 
well  matured.  Long  speaking,  he  contended. 
was  no  such  great  evil  as  had  been  asserted  ;  he 
would  rather  have  ten  days  speaking  than  one 
law;  for  many  laws  were  an  evil.  Mr.  H.  said 
that' ihe  Abbe  Sicard,  so  celebrated  for  teaching 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  had  lately  published  that  there 
was  a  nation  in  North  America  who  had  no  lan- 
guage at  all,  but  did  everything  by  signs.  He 
was^friendly  to  debate  because  he  himself  fell  its 
good  effects,  for  he  now  entertained  very  different 
opinions  on  some  subjects  from  those  he  brought 
here.  Ours,  he  said,  was  a  logocracy;  it  was  in 
vain  to  deny  it,  and  we  ought  to  act  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Government,  &c.  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the 
charge  of  folding  newspapers,  &c..  and  said  it  was 
no  worse  than  the  practice  of  lounging  about  ihc 
House  as  some  did.  He  concluded  by  declaring 
it  his  opinion  that  instead  of  diminishing  the 
sessions,  he  thought  it  would  be  belter  to  make 
them  longer;  and  as  to  the  pay.  lie  thought  the 
honor  of  the  station  was  sufficient  to  bring  gen- 
tlemen to  Congress,  without  any  influence  from 
pecuniary  considerations. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  in   reply  to  Mr.  Hugeb, 
that  he  agreed  with  him   in  just  one  half  of  one 
of  his  propositions,  which  was  that  speeches  did 
no  harm.     In    his  opinion    they  were   like  old 
women's  physic,  ihey  did  neither  good  nor  harm. 
The  gentleman  (Mr.  Huger)  thought   no  pay 
ought  to  be  allowed,  because  gentlemen  ought  to 
come  here  for  honor;  if  that  is   the  case,  many, 
said    Mr.  R.,  come   for   what    they  do  not  get. 
Many  of  the  clerks,  it  had  been  said,  received 
more  than  the  members  of  Congress— yet,  Mr.  R. 
said,  there  was  no  clerk  who  ever  drudged  harder 
than  he  did  ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  briefly  detailed 
the  course  of  labor  and  study  he  imposed  on  him- 
self whilst   here   in  the  public  service.     Mr.  R. 
denied  that  the  members  could  live  comfortably 
on  six  dollars  a  day  now.  whatever  might   have 
been    the    case   when   the    pay   was  first  fixed. 
He  adverted  also   to  the  salaries  of  some  other 
officers  of  the  Government,  particularly  the  Chief 
Justice,  who  was  put  off  with  a  scanty  piilaace. 
The  pay  at  first  fixed  for  those  oflScers  was  some- 
thing like  a  decent  compensation,  but  now  pitiful 
and  disgraceful.     The  gentleman  (Mr.  Hdger) 
must  pardon  me.  said  Mr.  R..  if  I  think  his  afgu- 
raents  are  better  calculated  tor  what  is  called  on 
this  side  of  the  river  stump,  than  for  this  Com- 
mittee, dec. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished 
this  measure  correctly  and  properly  understood, 
that  the  people  might  judge  of  its  merits.  He 
never  concealed  from  his  constituents  his  senti- 


ments on  political  subjects,  and  although  it  was 
a  measure  in  which  every  member  was  concerned 
individually,  he  never,  on  any  occasion,  consulted 
more  the  honor,  the  happiness,  the  rights,  the  in- 
dependence of  his  constituents  and  his  country, 
than  in  proposing  a  change  in  the  mode  of  com- 
pensation to  members  of  Congress. 

He  had  been  a  member  of  Congress  for  eight 

years,  in   limes  of  trial  and   difl5culty,  when  the 

rights  of  the   nation    had   been  violated,  when 

storms  menaced  its  peace  and  tranquillity,  and 

when  a  severe  and  sanguinary  war  threatened  the 

very  basis  of  our  independence.     During  all  ihis 

period,  he   had   discovered   imminent  danger   to 

the  Republic  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  in  the 

very   councils   to   which  the    American    people 

looked  for  wisdom  and  direction — the  Congress 

of  the  United   Siaiis.     We  wanted  energy  and 

decision   of  character  to  take   wise  and  strong 

measures.     Tlie    people   called   for   despatch    of 

business,  and    we   answered    them    with    loog^ 

speeches.     We  were  many  times  upon  the  point 

of  taking  the  most  important  questions  ;  and  when 

It  was  expected  that  some  great  measure  would 

be  decided,  a  motion  for  adjournment  was  carried. 

In  this  way.  from  day  to  day.  from  week  to  week, 

and  from  month  lo  nionih,  a  Ipng  session  was 

-pun  out.  ihe  six  dollars  per  day  pockeiied,  and 

liiile  or  nothing  done  to  relieve  our  distresses. 

When,    under   this    state   of  things,  the  people, 

driven  almost  to  despair,  poured  upon   us  their 

anaUieiuas,  every   member  could  go   home  and 

tell  his  conslituents  that  he  himself  was  innocent. 

and  that  the  fault  of  indecision  and  delay  rested 

entirely  witli  others.     It  was  impossible  for  the 

people  to  ascertain  who  attended  to  his  duly  or 

who  neglected  it.     The  members,  in  this  respect, 

evaded   their   responsibility,  because  invisible  to 

their  constituents.     Although  we   might  patrol 

the  streets,  or  vote  for  an   adjournment  at  three 

o'clock,   or  even  at  an  earlier  hour,  the  people 

remained  ignorant  of  our  delinquency. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  wished  every  man  to  be  respon- 
sible for  his  conduct  to  the  people,  the  legitimate 
fountain  of  power  and  authority.  He  said  he 
wished  his  constituents  were  collected,  and  after 
hearing  the  subject  discussed,  could  decide  on 
this  occasion.  They  were  a  wise  people,  a  patri- 
otic people,  a  well-judging  people,  who  valued 
independence,  liberty,  and  honor  more  than  a 
few  cents,  or  dollars,  or  pounds.  Although  he 
did  not  wish  to  say  anything  of  his  own  attend- 
ance. It  was  known  to  his  friends  that  he  lost  no 
lime  during  sessions  of  Congrei-s,  and  he  never 
voted  lo  ad'journ  when  the  House  could  progress 
with  business.  So  much  for  the  change  of  the 
mode  of  compensation.  But  one  objection  has 
been  made,  which  was  ibat  Congress  might  hurry 
business,  and  not  well  mature  it.  There  was  no 
danger  of  any  such  thing.  Business  of  import- 
ance would  always  be  thoroughly  investigated; 
and  as  to  matters  'o(  less  difficulty,  of  course,  they 
would  be  easily  understood  ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
the  mode  of  doing  business  precluded  the  idea  of 
too  much  despatch.  What  was  that  mode  ?  A 
subject  was  introduced  by  resolution  or  by  com- 
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m|fctcaiion  from  the  President,  or  head  of  a  de- 
puijin^nt,  or  b^'  peiuion.  In  either  case,  the  sub- 
ie<£  was  referied  to  a  committee  of  seven  mem- 
D€^i.  who  invefligated  and  reported,  for  or  agamst 
th4|,; measure  ; -the  report  was  committed  to  the 
w|<;le  Housed  of  1S2  members  in  committee, 
prated,  and  t^ken  up  at  some  future  day.  when 
U  Sas  read  tw';ce  over,  discussed  by  sections,  and 
^h5(»  feporied  ^o  the  House.  If,  after  this  inves- 
ilij^jiioa,  It  wa*  approved  by  the  House,  it  was 
orta'red  to  a  tiiird  reading,  and  engrossed,  subject 
to»e  iDspeclion  of  at)  engrossmg  committee.  It 
W»  then  read  over  a  third  lime  to  the  House 
bef  .re  it  was  .finally  decided.  If  it  passed  the 
Jl^,  ise,  It  was  jent  to  the  Senate,  where  the  same 
riji^  joe  was  pi^sued,  after  which  it  was  enrolled 
ai?„i  inspected*  by  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Htiifses,  and  t'itimately  examined  and  approved 
byine  Prosidtjit.  So  much  as  to  the  only  objec- 
tio^cmade  to  iije  mode. 

A-t  us  now  attend  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
arfijment,  theiimouni  of  compensation.  On  this 
su  A'Ct  Mr.  J.  -Aid  he  felt  much  less  anxious  than 
on  iie  Giber.  He  wanted  a  certain  sum  given 
for^e  year,  vjhether  it  amounted  to  one  dollar 
and,  as  to  himself  individu- 
whether  the  sum   was  one 


dollars,  or  half  that  sum 
)use  to  determine.  He  was 
aii»^og  at  a  r<^orm  in  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gT«i— a  reforu:  which  must  take  place  now  or 
at  !!|me  other  j^eriod,  or  the  country  would  one 
dayJj)e  endang?Jred,  and  the  rights  of  the  people 
iu^^led.  Evj*  y  member  who  has  voted  against 
tJii»4"easure  h./s  declared  the  present  compensa- 
Do^inadequate.  Some  of  them  have  said  we 
shf^J  have  nir;e.  othtrs  ten,  and  others  twelve 
UoiJ|rs  per  day?  Mr.  J,  said  he  would  not  vote 
ior-|ine  cent  liv  adJiiion  to  the  per  diem.  It 
wo|(^d  be  an  injucement  to  protract  the  sessions. 
^ll«£iev  would;oecome  perpetual,  and  that  would 
be  )3|e  final  re:^lt  of  raising  the  wages  by  the 
dajti  But  jfmimbers  would  vote  for  the  change, 
antttthereby  shorten  the  sessions,  and  not  only 
ten  the  sessions,  but  despatch  and  transact 
)e  public  business,  then,  he  said,  he  was  will- 
y  vote  for  ailiberal  compensation — a  compen- 
which  vfould  induce  members  to  remain 
I'lr  seats,  \f  hich  would,  in  some  degree,  in 
jify  them 
frty,  whic 

>erves  his  (^ountry  as  a  Representative. 
jAil.  J.  said  hf  would  vote  for  no  sum  which, 
i)i:lr^  opinion.  |/ould  ultimately  cost  the  people 
ofi^'  United  &^ates  one  cent  more  than  the  pres- 
ent ^»tem.  He  asked,  then,  whether  the  sum 
pro^,|sed  wouU'be  loo  great  ?  and  whether  such 
a  iWu  would  ultimately  cost  the  Government 
EjiuiW?  Mr.  J.  .>aid  he  had  looked  back  into  the 
▼arftis  session  c  since  the  beginning  of  the  Gov- 
ejrp^iint — at  thi  various  contingent  expenses  of 
^i:|^ession.  aii^l  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  under 
ihefc|oposed  coiipensaiion  money  would  be  saved 
nation.  Tin  this  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
tation  wouci  be  the  gainer.  1st.  By  dispen- 
'^wiih  extra  jessions  of  Congress,  which  never 

4 
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^•nicn  wouiu,  in  some  cegree,  in- 
I  fcr  the  sacrifices  of  happiness  and 
rt^any  man  of  business  must  make, 


ought  to  take  place  in  the  United  States,  but 
which  are  becoming  common.  Every  extra  ses- 
sion would  cost  the  GoTernment  at  least  from 
$120,000  to  $150,000  more  than  the  per  diem  in 
mileage  and  contingencies.  But  let  it  be  recol- 
lected that  in  case  of  an  extra  8e!>sion,  which  we 
may  suppose  necessary  in  .'^ome  extreme  case,  bo 
member  will  have  anything  more  in  consequence 
of  it.  It  may  be  asked,  what  would  you  do  in 
any  emergencies,  such  as  those  which  have  pro- 
duced extra  session.s?  In  such  cases,  the  call  of 
Congress  some  four  or  five  weeks  previous  to  the 
time  of  adjournment,  would  always  answer  the 
purpose,  as  in  the  case  of  the  attack  upon  the 
Ciiesapeake. 

Connected  with  the  whole  system  of  expense, 
therefore,  the  public  will  save  money  ;  and  if  that 
be  the  case,  no  patriot  will  think  the  compensa- 
tion too  great  to  be  paid  for  the  representative  of 
his  choice. 

But  let  us  confine  our  view  to  the  compensa- 
tioD,  abstracted  from  the  foregoing  considerations. 
Members  cannot  consider  this  as  a  great  augmen- 
tation.     Indeed    none   can    think    so,  compared 
with  what  we  get.     Nine   months  sessions  will 
give   each   member,  at   six  dollars  per  day,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.    Mr.  J. 
said,  he  had  himself  received  at  one  session,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  at  six  dollars  per 
day  ;  and  he  was  convinced,  that  in  a  very  little 
time,  the  wealthy  would  unite  with  another  class 
of  men,  and  have  either  perpetual  sessions,  or  ses- 
sions that  would  bring  to  each    member  at  least 
one    thousand    five    hundred    dollars.     This,    he 
said,   demonstrated    the    propriety    of  having   a 
fixt'd  sum,  beyond  which  we  could  not  go  ;  that 
if  we  waited  our  time,  it  would  be  at  our  own 
expense.     Suppose,  said  he,  we  were  to  continue 
our  eight  months  sessions,  what  enormous  con- 
tingent expenses  should  we  incur  7     At  our  last 
session,  our   contingent    expenses    amounted    to 
$50,000,    or    thereabout.     Despatch    of   business 
would  prevent  this.    In  a  session  of  three  months, 
the   contingent  expenses  ought  not,  nor   would 
they  be,  more  than   about   ^0,000,  a  saving  of 
$>30,000  in  each  session  of  six  months,     indeed 
with    the    rules  of   reform    which   this  measure 
must  introduce,  instead  of  $30,000.  the  amount 
heretofore  expended  for  printing,  stationery,  fuel, 
attendants,  and  other  contingencies,   the  whole 
ought  not  to  exceed  $15,000  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  a  session.     But   Congress  have   not 
only   had   a   session    which    gave   each   member 
$1,500;  it  is  in   our  power,  (and  I  fear  the  lime 
IS  not  far  distant  when   we  shall   avail   ourselves 
of  it,)  to  remain  in  session  till  each  member  will 
draw  $2,000  from  the  Treasury.     In  this  point 
of  view,  It  is  necessary  to  limit  that  power.    But 
there  are  many  other  weighty  reasons  why  this 
corapen-salion  is  not  loo  great. 

1st.  It  will  unite  patriotism  and  interest  to  se- 
cure the  attendance  and  industry  of  members. 

2d.  It  will  enable  a  man  of  merit,  though  poor, 
as  well  as  the  man  of  wealth,  to  come  to  Congress, 
if  elected  by  the  people,  which  is  no  trifling  con- 
sideration.   This  IS  the  only  free  and  happy  Gov- 
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ernmeDt  on  the  earth.  Other  nations  are  groan- 
ing under  the  yoke  of  despotism.  Privileged 
orders  are  established — a  nobility  to  riot  upon 
the  spoils  of  the  people.  Here  all  are  on  an  equal- 
ity, and  eligible  to  oflBce.  The  people,  on  the 
day  of  election,  look  to  merit,  not  to  riches.  They 
ask  for  the  qualities  of  the  candidates.  They  in- 
quire into  their  political  sentiments,  their  per- 
sonal integrity  and  talents,  and  they  decide  ac- 
cordingly. These  persons  may  have  families  to 
support,  dependent  upon  their  business  or  proffs- 
sion,  which,  if  neglected,  will  subject  them  to 
suffering.  It  is  then  the  duty  of  the  people  to 
afford  tnem  such  compensation  as  will  justify 
their  engagement  to  serve  them,  that  the  country 
may  not  be  subject  to  the  dominion  of  the  idle 
and  profligate,  or  of  such  as  are  born  to  princely 
fortunes,  while  the  most  meritorious  are  driven, 
by  a  sense  of  that  duty  which  they  owe  to  their 
families,  from  public  employment.  Mr.  J.  said, 
he  advocated  the  amount,  not  on  his  own  indivi- 
dual account.  In  his  present  situation,  he  felt 
little  interest  as  to  the  amount.  He  wa.s,  never- 
theless, wiliing  to  receive  it,  because  he  did  not 
think  it  too  great.  It  was  after  all  a  poor  com- 
pensation. His  main  object  was,  to  shorten  ses- 
sions, and  despatch  business,  for  he  would  rather 
serve  three  months  for  nothing,  than  b\x  months 
in  each  year  for  six  dollars  per  day.  The  sacri- 
fice was.  in  breaking  in  upon  all  the  avocations 
of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  lawyer,  the  mer- 
chant, <tc..  which  began  generally,  and  always 
demanded  special  attention,  in  the  Spring. 

3J.  The  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation  will  be 
preserved  by  a  despatch  of  public  busineits,  and  by 
acting  with  more  promptness  upon  petitions  and 
other  claims  during  the  session  in  which  they  are 
presented,  and  not  continue  them  from  session  to 
session  for  ten  years,  as  has  been  done  in  many 
cases  of  just  claims,  when  the  amount  has  been 
cxUausted  by  the  expenses  of  attendance.  Such 
a  course  is  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  a 
magnanimous  nation — there  must  be  a  reform. 

But  admit  for  a  moment,  that  the  United  Stales 
would  be  charged  with  a  few  thousand  dollars 
more,  what  is  that  compared  with  the  effects  of 
such  a  measure?  No  more  than  a  grain  of  sand 
upon  the  seashore  to  a  mountain.  It  is  well 
known  that  six  dollars  a  day  was  given  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  which  was  more,  compared  with 
expenses  now,  than  three  times  the  amount 
would  be  at  present.  This  compensation  may 
so  remain  for  twenty  years  to  come,  because 
many  are  afraid  to  do  right  upon  a  subject  of  so 
much  delicacy,  for  fear  the  wicked  may  misrep- 
resent, and  the  motives  of  members  may  be  mis- 
understood. But,  delicate  as  this  subject  is,  it 
ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  no  other  branch 
of  the  Government  has  power  to  touch  it.  Mem- 
bers may  be  accused  of  sordid  views  and  selfish  mo- 
tives— but,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  willing  to  be  judged 
by  his  constituents  as  to  motives  and  views. 
He  was  not  afraid  on  this  point — they  would  not 
judge  him  harshly.  They  were  a  different  people. 
they  would  take  the  whole  of  his  conduct  toge- 
ther, and  he  considered  he   had  never   served  his 


country  more   than   by  advocating  the   measure 
now  under  debate. 

Mr.  Clay  took  the  opportunity  afforded  him 
by  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  yield  his  sup- 
port to  the  bill,  and  at  once  to  commit  himself  in 
Its  favor.  As  to  the  amendment  to  defer  the 
commencement  of  its  operation  until  the  next 
Congress,  he  would  remark,  that,  in  his  judg- 
ment, there  was  more  propriety  in  the  law  end- 
ing than  in  beginning  there.  It  was  more  re- 
spectful to  our  successors  to  leave  them  free  to 
determine  what  was  the  just  measure  of  indem- 
nity for  their  expenses  than  for  us  to  prescribe 
the  rule  for  them.  We  can  best  judge  for  our- 
selves. With  regard  to  the  supposed  indelicacy 
of  our  fixing  upon  our  own  compensations,  let 
the  Constitution,  let  the  necessity  of  the  case,  be 
reproached  for  that,  not  us.  Mr.  C.  said  his  own 
personal  experience  determined  him  in  voting  for 
the  bill.  He  had  attended  Congress,  sometimes 
without  his  family,  and  at  others  with  a  part  of 
it ;  and  although  his  compensation,  while  he  had 
enjoyed  the  honor  of  presiding  in  this  House, 
was  double  that  of  other  members,  he  declared, 
with  the  utmost  sincerity,  that  he  had  never  been 
able  to  make  both  ends  meet  at  the  termination 
of  Congress. 

The   honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr,  Hdger)  tells  us  he  was  born  to  opu- 
lence.    He  ought  to  recollect    that  few   in    this 
House  have  had  the  same  good  fortune.     Would 
he  reserve  the  seats  here  for  the  well  born  and 
the  rich  alone?     And  yet  they  must  be  confined 
to  them,  unless  such  an  allowance  is  made  as  will 
enable  the  poor  and  the  middling  classes  to  come 
here.     Mr.  C.  thought  the  rate  of  compensation 
ought  to  be  such  at  least  as  that  ruin  should  not 
attend  a   long  service  in  this    House.     And    yet 
how  many  are  driven  out  of  it  by  their  inability 
to  sustain  the  expenses  and  losses  incident  to  the 
situation!     This  had  been  particularly  the  case 
from  the  State  to  which  he  had  the  honor  of  be- 
longing.    And  he  regretted  to  find  that  this  cause 
was  still  operating,  and  was  about  to  deprive  the 
House  and   the  country  of  the  valuable  services 
of  several  of  his  colleagues.     Mr.  C.  thought  the 
compensation  ought  to  effect  more;  it  ought  to 
guaranty  the  independence  of  the  members  of 
this  House  against  the  influence  of  the  Executive 
branch.     How  was  the  fact  in  another  country? 
There  the  members  of  the  Legislature  received 
no  stipend  ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  it  was 
filled  with   pensioners,  placemen,  and   the  crea- 
tures of  the  Ministry.     The  laborer  is  worthy  of 
his  hire;  and  if  you  do  not  give  him  the  wages 
of  honesty,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  the  wages  of 
corruption  may,  in  process  of  time,  come  to  be 
sought.     He  should  give  his  most  decided  vote 
for  the  bill. 

Mr.  JoH.NsoN,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  should  vote 
for  the  amendment— not  from  any  motive  of 
popularity — he  disclaimed  so  unwori.by  an  influ- 
ence. Adverting  to  the  reason  advanced  by  the 
mover  of  the  amendment.  Mr.  J.  said  he  gener- 
ally found,  that  those  who  attributed  improper 
motives  to  others,  would,  if  ihey  look  a  glance  at 
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mirror,  fciJid  those  motives  reflected  from  their 

>'D  bosomvt    He  admitted  the  pay  was  too  low, 

d  ought  t»i  be  augmented;  the  pitiful  sum  of 

dollars  n^ight  induce  a  lounging  lout  to  come 

jrre.  but  \\^  was  convinced  it  would  be  iuade- 

ate  of  itbe;f  to  bring  any  gentleman  here.     Al- 

lough    thijj  was   his   opinion,   he   thought   the 

[iiendment  ^)roper.  and  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  RoBiNiTsoN  said  a  {ew  words  in  support 

_.^  the  bill,  v,hich  he  thought  was  proper,  simply 

»  cause  the  iresent  pay  was  not  enough  ;  and  as 

[ :  ||i  popularity  he  knew  his  vote  would  arrive  at 

:  '•'«me  about»the   time   of  his   election,  and    he 

^shed  to  gi)e  his  constituents  the  opportunity  of 

i^ciding  on  Kis  conduct. 

;  ^Mr-  Barbvjur  said  that  he  should  vote  for  the 

'  iftioendment.iand  disclaimed   any  influence  but 

W^i  which  \vs  correct  and  proper.     The  six  dol- 

!»;,  now  all  >wed.  if  taken  as  a  salary,  he  said, 

>iiis  not  encffgh;  but,  if  as  an  allowance  to  sup- 


gislature  of  Virginia,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to 

encounter  the  same  responsibility  now. 

Mr.  Hl'ger  entered  into  some  explanations  iu 
reply  to  Mr.  Randolph,  and  added  a  few  more 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pickering  said,  if  the  present  compensa- 
tion was  inadequate,  let  it  be  augmented.  He 
was  io  favor  of  the  bill  for  many  reasons.  It 
would  certainly  despatch  the  public  business  and 
save  the  public  money.  The  depreciation  of 
money  had  been  more  than  fifty,  some  thought 
seventy-five  percent.;  and  if,  as  had  been  said, 
the  compensation  was  originally  fixed  on  demo- 
cratic principles,  it  ought  now  to  be  increa-^ed  to 
what  would  equal  the  value  of  what  six  dollars 
were  when  that  sum  was  fixed.  If  the  change  is 
proper,  said  Mr.  P..  shall  we  adopt  a  self-denying 
ordinance,  and  say  we  will  not  give  to  ourselves 
what  we  are  willing  to  give  to  our  successors? 


;;^ ,     r^.'^--  1 f   i  After  some  remarks  on  an  alteration  in  the  mode 

^t  memberv  of  Congress  while  here  on  the  pub-  of  doing  business  which  Mr.  P.  thought  would  be 
5i  business  ipras  insufficient  for  many,  though  he  !  useful,  if  the  bill  passed,  he  concluded  by  sayin'' 
lJ>,nself  coulfj  live  comfortably  on  that  sum.    He    that,  as  to  that  rascally  prudence  which  had  been 

claimed  ajy  concealments,  and  was  tiie  last  to    mentioned  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Randolph, 

pute  an   impure  motive  to  others.     He  sup-  '  he  was  as  destitute  of  it  as  anybody.     He  had 

ised,   therefore,  gentlemen  were  governed   by  '  •     .       .  . 

rect    moijves    in   supporting    this    bill,   and 


limed  for^himseif  the  same  allowance.  He 
l^w  It  wa>^  a  delicate  matter  to  act  for  self; 
hc-re  was  ai^  inextinguishable  feeling  ia  such  a 
c,jse,  which  :|ature  had  implanted  in  us,  and  he 
^Vs  aware  t:,>al  in  acting  on  it,  the  greasiest  pu- 
ly  could  nAit  escape  suspicion.  Like  Csesar's 
iitie.  not  wi.^iin^  even  to  be  suspected  of  impro- 
views  u»  this  case,  he  should  vote  for  the 
jiendraeni.  .  He  avowed  his  desire  of  that  popu- 
Jity  which"  attended  good  actions — not  that 
kiich  was  i>ot  without  merit,  and  lost  without  a 
|alt.  He  si^oulu.  therefore,  vote  for  the  motion. 
•Mr.  Jack|on  said,  it  was  unnecessary  to  say 

Jll;  that  \v'j.s  unquestionable;  and   he  was  ex- 


never  in  his  life  taken  time  to  think  whether  an 
act  would  make  him  popular  or  otherwise,  and 
he  should  disregard  such  a  consideration  on  this 
occasion. 

Mr.  Randolph  declared  that  he  had  such  an 
aversion  to  the  bare  name  of  self-denyin"'  ordi- 
nances, that  since  his  motion  had  been  so  denomi- 

'  nated,  he  was  induced  to  withdraw  it ;  which  he 
did  accordinglv. 

I      Mr.  Stanford  then  said  that  there  were  some 
in  this  House  who  had  believed  that  the  Consti- 

i  tuiion   prohibited   Congress   from   increasing  its 

\  own  pay  ;  and,  as  he  was  averse  to  augmenting 
it,   he  renewed    the    motion  just   withdrawn  by 

8-  .....  — "»Y'  —— '  ■*   "-;  ""uv..cc^«,  J,   lu  say     Mr.  Randolph,  to  refer  the  operation  of  the  act 
.y  thing  w*ih  regard   to  the  real  object  of  the  |  to  the  next  session  of  Congress 
II;  that  wys  unquestionable;  and   he  was  ex- j      The  question  was  then  taken  on   the  motion 
tjmely  pley>cd  that   there  was  no  diversity  on    and  negatived  by  a  large  majority 
■e  subject.  Hjecause  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  ;      The  Committee  of  the  Whole"  havin<r   risen 
fine  when  ilie  places  here  should  be  filled  solely  !  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House—  ° 

men  ot  fartune;  neither  did  he  de.sire  to  wit-  !  Mr.  Stanford  renewed  the  motion  just  re- 
ss  the  re\4.'rse,  whtn  members  of  this  House  !  jected.  and  made  a  subsequent  motion  to  leave 
ould  be  Ifftble  to  Executive  influence  on  ac-  '  the  sum  in  the   bill  blank  ;  both  of  which  were 

successively  negatived. 

Mr.  Blrnside  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed 
salary    to  one    thousand    one    hundred    dollars; 

^.  •  -o  7   -•- "3   —      which  was  also  lost. 

gnses;  to  j.rove  which,  he  quoted  the  acts  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
gongress  ot  p9o.  The  amendment,  Mr.  J.  said,  '  strike  out  "  one  thousand  five  bunded  "  and  insert 
«as  useless.  .i)ecause  one  branch  ol  the  Legisla-  i  "one  thousand  dollars,"  as  the  salary 
lire  was  inaissoluDle,  and  to  postpone  the  act  Mr.  Root  rose  to  express  his  opinion  of  the 
j-til  It  wouiJ  cease  to  afi^ect  any  ot  the  present  \  scheme,  as  it  might  be  called,  proposed  by  the 
^embers,  m^ht  be  to  put  it  ot^  for  filty  years,  bill.  It  was  intended,  he  was  informed,  to  cure 
,-it  be  righyn  relation  to  ourselves  said  Mr.  J..  :  a  great  evil,  and  that  evil  was  the  length  of  the 
'must  be  fight  in  relation  to  the  Senate  also;  ^  sessions ;  and  as  if  was  wrong  to  apply  the  pre- 
|d  it  not  Ai  to  them,  cannot  be  to  us.  Mr.  J.  vious  question,  the  evil  must  be  cured  by  an  an- 
nual salary.  This  object,  he  said,  bore  no  rela- 
tion to  the  present  compensation  ;  and,  therefore. 


■  uuiu       i/v       lljiutv       lu       J_1AE<,UIITC      IU11U< 

[unt  of  th^r  needy  circumstances.  With  re- 
*^rd  to  discjimination,  Congress  had  heretofore 
||ssed  laws 'giving  themselves  compensation,  as 
^11   while   liere  aj  for   mileage,   travellin<i^  ex- 

fnses;  to  jTOve   which,  he  quoted   the  acts  of 


iid,  he  wav  not  deterred  from  supporting  this 
easure  by  ..ny  tear  of  the  elTect  it  would  pro- 

rjce  at  ho*/ie.  The  people  had  once  before 
l»rne  him  Or.t  in  a  similar  course,  when  he  had 
|^)ied  for  an  increase  of  compensation  in  the  Le- 

3      i 

i  ■■'. 


It  was  to  advance  ihe  pay  in  disguise.  It  was 
argued  that  the  pay  was  inadequate,  and  that  the 
members  staid  liere  to  increase  it,  thereby  pro- 


( 
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trading  the  sessions;  and  that  an  annual  salary 
must  be  allowed  to  remedy  this  evil.  These  rea- 
sons were  inexplicable  to  him.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection that  members  of  Congress  should  receive 
an  adequate  compensation  for  their  services;  but 
that  would  depend  on  their  mode  of  living.  If 
six  dollars  were  not  enough,  meet  the  question 
fairly,  and  not  in  this  disguised  manner.  He  be- 
lieved the  increased  privilege  of  franking  and 
continuing  the  mileage  allowance,  would  virtu- 
ally make  the  proposed  compensation  twelve  dol- 
lars per  day.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  bred  a  demo- 
crat, and  never  could  tolerate  anything  like  aris- 
tocracy. He.  therefore,  rejected  the  distinctions 
which  had  been  claimed  for  members  of  Con- 
gress on  account  of  the  dignity  of  their  stations, 
and  their  not  being  day-laborers.  &.c.  Some  of 
them,  he  said,  might  be  more  honest  than  day- 
laborers,  but  take  mankind  in  the  gross,  and  you 
will  find  honesty  and  intrinsic  merit  pretty  gen- 
erally distributed  through  the  different  classes  of 
society. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
by  a  large  majority. 


Friday.  March  6. 

Mr.  Creiohton  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  request- 
ing that  power  may  be  vested  in  that  State  to  sell 
as  much  of  reserved  land  in  the  county  of  Jack- 
son, in  said  State,  as  may  be  necessary  for  lay- 
ing out  a  town  thereon. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill.  "  relative  to 
settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States;'"  also, 
a  bill  in  "  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  An  act  in 
relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund;"  in  which 
bills  thev  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Yancey  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Wilson,  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  Y. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
nnittee  ot  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Gustavus  Loomis,  which  was  read  ;  when 
Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gustavus 
Loomis,  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Paul  D.  Butler,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  But- 
ler, which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBERTaoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  uf 
Gabriel  Winter,  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  confirming  certain  lands  in  the 
county  of  Arkansas,  in  the  .Missouri  Territory, 
to  the  heirs  of  Eli^ha  Winter,  deceased,  to  the 
heirs  of  William  Winter,  deceased,  and  to  Ga- 
briel Winter,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  •'  relating  to  settlers 
on   the  lands  of  the  United   States,"  was   read 


twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  RATES  OF  PENSION. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  who  were  in- 
structed by  a  resolution  of  the  2Sth  of  December 
last  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
certain  pensions,  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  read  ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  to  increase 
the  pensions  of  invalids  in  certain  cases,  for  the 
relief  of  invalids  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  pension  agents  in  those  States  and 
Territories  in  which  there  is  no  commissioner  of 
loans;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representative!!  of  the  28th  of  December  last, 
directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  rate  of  pensions  to  officers  and  soldiers  disabled  ia 
the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain  ;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  law  relative  to  the  proof  required  from 
officers  and  privates  in  the  militia  to  establish  their 
claim  to  a  pension,  report : 

That  the  pension  now  allowed  to  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  soldier  for  the  greatest  disability  is  five 
dollars  per  month,  and  to  the  commissioned  officers 
the  half  of  their  monthly  pay  :  making  the  highest 
pension,  per  month, 


Of  an  ensign  amount  to 

Of  a  third  lieutenant 

Of  a  second  lieutenant 

Of  a  first  lieutenant 

Of  a  captain  - 

Of  a  major 

Of  a  lieutenant  colonel 


$10  00 
U  50 
12  50 
15  GO 
20  00 
25  00 

•     30  00 


That  for  all  disabilities  less  than  total,  the  pension 
is  proportion  ably  less ;  and  that  the  half-pay  of  a  lieu- 
tenant colonel  is  the  highest  pension  which  any  officer 
can  receive- 
In  the  investigation  of  this  subject  the  committee 
have  been  necessarily  led  to  consider  the  time  when  the 
present  rates  of  pensions  were  established,  and  to  con- 
trast the  then   prices  of  the  articles  which  constitute 
the  necessaries  of  life  with  the  present.     The  differ- 
ence is  manifest :  and  Ihe  result  is,  that  what  was  then 
considered  a  competent  provision  now  falls  tar  short  of 
the  object.     Sixty  dollars  per  annum  is  the  pension  al- 
lowed a  soldier  for  the  greatest  disability.     This,  under 
the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  prices  of  arti- 
cles, the  committee  deem  insufficient  to  enable  him  to 
support  himself  plentifully  and   comfortably.      They 
think  that  whatever  sum  the  Government  may  allow, 
should  have,  at  least,  this  end  in  view.     It  seems  to  be 
the  object  of  all  GovernmenU— it  is  certainly  the  pe- 
cuhar  duty  of  this,  dictated  alike  by  a  just  regard  to 
sound  policy  and  the  injunctions  of  humanity. 

The  same  absolute  necessity  may  not  exist  to  in- 
crease the  pensions  of  the  officers,  because  it  is  possi- 
ble they  may,  with  the  present  rates,  live  free  from 
actual  want  ;  but  as  there  is  a  difference  in  their  grade 
and  responsibility,  in  their  pay  whilst  in  service,  and 
the  pensions  which  have  been  allowed,  not  only  m 
this,  but  in  other  Government*,  the  committee  deem  it 
improper  to  depart  from  these  rules  ;  they  think  some 
regard  .should  be  paid  to  the  conditions  of  men,  and 
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tb|t^  «s  far  M  cin,  consiitently  with  policy,  they  •hoold  |  mend  any  alterations  in  the  iawi  relating  to  the  proof 

b^taccJ  in  circumstances  of  relative  ease  and  comfort.  [  necessary  to  place  the  oflficera  and  soldien  of  the  militia 
.^jrfhe  resolution  instructs  them  to  inquire  into  the  ex-  on  the  pension  list,  other  than  to  put  them  on  the  same 
P(^i«ncy  of  inifreasing  the  pensions  of  the  officers  and  footing  in  that  regard  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
s^diers  di8abl<|d  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  the  regular  army.  The  rules  at  present  prescribed  for 
Of^y.  In  doi^ig  this,  they  have  unavoidably  been  ;  that  purpose  are  not  more  rigid  than  is  necessary  to 
o^iged  to  consider  the  cases  of  all  persons  who  have  i  guard  with  sufficient  care  against  frauds  on  the  (iov- 
b»^u  disabled  "whilst  in  the  military  service  of  this  ernment,  and,  as  these  rules  have  been  long  established, 
Ctftvernment,  j^id  they  have  not  been  able  to  discover  they  are  known  to  the  pubUc  in  some  degree,  and  will 
•Ny  ditference  (n  their  claims,  They  think  no  distinc-  l  be  acted  on  ;  whereaa,  if  new  ones  were  established, 
tfc*|i  should  be  allowed  to  exist,  but  that  whatever  pro-  ]  they  would,  perhaps,  only  tend  to  confuse  without  ben- 


▼<4^ons  are  mai'e  should  relate  equally  to  all  invalids. 

'  I^Phe  commuiee  are  in  favor  of  a  partial  increase  of 
p^sions;  but  ^s  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  House 
tji'iee  the  eflUrt  of  this  increase  on  the  Treasury, 
t!jr^  have  ascertained  the  number  of  pensioners  now 
ot-  the  list,  w|>at  number  are  officers,  and  what  pri- 
vilTf,  distinguishing  those  of  both  denominations  who 


\^'8  of  the  Ei!volutjonary  army,  and  the  amount  of  i  the  bill  pass?" 


efitting  the  applicant.     To  effect  the  above  object,  they 
report  a  bill. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  change  the  mode  of  com- 
pensation to  the  members  of  Congress,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  question  stated,  "Shall 


-  p|t:!<ions  at  pii|ient  paid,  and  find  there  is  paid  an- 
n|*ay  the   sunj  of  $119,6V!4  05  for  that  object;  that 

:  tty^e  are  185  ^officers,  and  1,572  non-commissioned 
ofH(cers  and  sohjiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  52 
o^'CTs,  and  39  f  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
w^J)  have  beco^ie  disabled  since  the  Revolution,  mak- 
ia.;  an  aggregate  of  237  officers  and  1,1)63  nun-com- 

";  niiaaioned   officers  and  privates,  and  a  total  of  2,200 

■  p^osioners.        • 

vU'be  above  st|ttement  extends  to  as  late  a  date  as  the 
i^  o(  January-  last.     Since   that  time  it  is   probable 
Dtiiiy  applicatijins   have  been  made  to  the  \Var  De- 
pijtment  for  pensions  ;  and    there  are,  also,  from  the 
b%«  judgment  ijhc  committee  can  form  from  the  papers 
nim  before  thffu,  from   80  to  100  cases  which  will  be 
aMcil  to  the  ni^ihaber  during  the  present  session.    What 
HCTober  springtjig  out  of  the   late  war  remains  to   be 
pftiented  canf  ^t  be  stated.     The  committee,  however, 
:  d-Vaj  It  proper  -j  observe  that  the  Revolutionary  cases, 
ci^Jijiose  the   ^yat  mass  of  those   already  on  the  Ust 
:  wl*ch,  from  tlv^'  course  of  nature,  cannot  very  long  re- 
.  TD^^n  a  charge  in  the  (iovernment.     The  very  circum- 
stance of  the  advanced  age  of  most  of  the  pensioners, 
♦  a6,j«  the  consci^/ient  diminution  of  their  ability  to  add 
.  mi^cb  by  their ;^rsonal  exertions  to  their  own  support, 
M'Aqs  to  stren^hen  theu  claim  to  an  increase  of  pen- 

■  ait^4.  The  prsnsions  now  allowed  to  captains,  and 
'  tl^c  above  th.'^  rank,  the  committee  think  are  suffi- 
:  ^'*$il  to  dischai^^e  the  cbhgations  of  gratitude  and  duty 

wjj^ch  the  Go»rrnment  owe  t^m,  and  to  place  them 

nj<  only  abov^  actual  want,  but  in  tolerable  comfort. 

16*'^'  therelors,  do  net  deem  it  necessary  to  increase 

t,l^?r  pensions  :  but  as  this  is  not  the  case  with   the 

;  oij^r  officers  i^d  soldiers,  they  deem  it  proper   to  re- 

:  C'l^mend  to  th^  House  to  increase  their  pensions  so  as 

;  ttJLilow  to  the^^  the  following  sums,  per  month,  in  Ueu 

!  oKhose  to  whii;h  they  are  now  entitled,  viz 

mo  a  first  lie\  tenant 


-$17  00 

-  15  00 

-  14  00 
•     13  00 

-  800 


o  a  second  leutenant  •  .  . 
'o  a  third  li^'^itenant  ... 
o  an  ensigi.  .... 

0  each  prix^te       .         -         .         . 

or  the  high^t  degree  of  disability,  and  for  all  less 
rees,  a  sum  i^roportionably  less.  The  effect  of  this 
lid  be  an  ijirrease  of  sixty  per  cent,  on  the  pen- 
8  of  the  soiliers,  and  about  an  average  increase  of 


sij^s  o 

t<R.Tty-one  perjcent.  on  the  pensions  of  the  officers, 

a»J  w       ■ 

.g  he  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  recom 


-one  perjceni.  on   me   pensions  or  me  oracers, 
ould   reijiire    about   the   sum  of  $200,000  per 


Mr.  Wright  said,  intending   to  vote  for  the 
increase  of  the  compensation  to  members,  I  shall 
vole  for  this  bill  to  effect  that  object,  so  neces- 
sary to  preserve  a  republican   representation  in 
Congress  of  honesr,  independent,  and  honorable 
men  ;   and.    although  I   might    prefer    the  mere 
increase  of  the  daily  wages,  without  converting 
it  iDlo  an  annual  compensatino,  yet,  sir.  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  act  of  a  majority  in  the  change, 
and  bound  to  admit  that  the  strong  reasons  af- 
signed  by  the  friends  of  that  measure  are  enti- 
tled to  great  weight,  and  satisfactorily  justified 
by  the  provision  of  the  bill   to  deduct  a  ratea- 
able  proportion  of  the  salary  for  every  day's  ab- 
sence from  Congress,  during  its  sessions.     Sir,  the 
denunciation  in  the  public  prints  of  the    dilatory 
proceedings  of  Congress,  and  the  long  speeches 
of  Us  members,  fur  the  purpose  of  prolonging  the 
sessions,  and  increasing  the  compensation  of  its 
members,  was  as  devoid  of  truth. as  it  was  offensive 
10  the  honorable  feelings  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  people.     And  it  is  a  well-known  fact,  that 
many  of  the  most  valuable  members  of  Congress, 
balanciniT  between  the  painful  separation  from 
their  families  and  the  great  expense  beyond  the 
means  of  men  of  moderate  fortunes  to  sustain, 
had  retired,  and  many  more  had  contemplated  it. 
It  may  not  be  extraordinary  to  find  men  of  wealth, 
such  as  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Huger.) 
opposed  to  the  increase  of  the  compensation.     It 
is  by  such  means,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  men  of 
wealth,  who  alone  possess  the  funds  to  support 
them  here,  will  by  this  indirectly  work  out  men 
of  moderate  fortunes,  and  thereby  lead  to  the  most 
dangerous   consequences  ;    as    the    Government, 
once  in   the   hands  exclusively  of   the  wealthy, 
would  render  insecure  the  rights  of  the  common 
people,  and  endanger  the  happiness  of  the  Re- 
public.    Sir,  the  devotion  of^  Congress  to  their 
duty  at  the  last  session— having  omitted  to  sit  but 
one  Saturday  during  the  session,  and  having  sat 
every  day  till  near  night;  and,  sir,  the  like  con- 
duct during  this  session,  having  practised  the  same 
assiduity  when  sitting  on  the  six-dollar  compea- 
satioa — must  satisfy  every  one  of  the  wickedness 
of  the  said  denunciation,  so  offensive  to  us  all ; 
and   that,  when  our  time  is  our  own,  and  the 
compeosatioa  graduated  by  our  diligence,  that  it 
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will  insure  it  by  the  strongest  ties — the  interest 
of  the  individuals — and  that  the  public  business 
will  more  expeditiously  be  performed,  and  the 
other  expenses  of  the  session  decreased  equal  to 
the  augmentation  of  the  compensation  to  the  mem- 
bers ;  so  that  the  public  will  profit  by  the  change. 
Sir,  I.  as  a  Representative  of  Maryland,  feel  no 
difficulty  as  to  my  vole  on  ihis  subject.  Indeed, 
sir,  I  feel  in  a  certain  degree  instructed  on  the 
subject.  Sir,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present 
Constitution,  under  the  Confederation,  the  States 
fixed  the  compensation  of  tlieir  respective  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  paid  their  own  meraibers. 
Then,  sir,  the  State  of  Maryland,  gave  her  mem- 
bers of  Congress  eight  dollars  |)er  day  for  their 
services,  and  paid  the  same  in  gold  or  silver.  So 
that  Congress,  from  the  establishment  of  the  pres- 
ent compensation,  were  in  the  receipt  of  two 
dollars  per  day  les.s  than  the  State  of  Maryland 
by  her  law  gave  her  members  for  the  same  ser- 
vices upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  and  when  that 
compensation  would  purchase  double  what  it 
would  at  this  time  of  any  of  the  articles  neces- 
sary for  the  comfort  or  accommodation  ot'  the 
members.  Again,  sir,  the  compensation  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  at  the  time 
eight  dollars  was  allowed  to  a  member  of  Con- 
gres>,  was  not  more  than  two  dollars;  but  now, 
sir,  the  sum  of  lour  dollars  is  the  compensation 
allowed  by  the  Slate  of  Maryland  to  the  members 
of  the  State  Legislature,  as  I  understand.  Thus 
sir,  I  show  what  was  the  former  compensation  to 
the  members  of  Congre.ss,  and  to  the  memberu  of 
the  State  Legislature;  and  I  show  that  that  Le- 
gislature has  doubled  the  compensation  to  its 
members,  which  1  might  surely  consider  as  in- 
struction to  increase  the  compensation  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  in  the  same  ratio,  which  would 
greatly  exceed  the  compensation  proposed  by  the 
bill  now  under  consideration  to  be  given  to  the 
members,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would  justil'y  me 
with  my  constituents,  who  know  the  sacrifices 
I  have  made  on  the  altar  of  the  Republic;  many 
of  whom,  I  am  sure,  would  be  glad  to  see  me  in 
official  receipt  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
and  can  never  be  induced  to  find  fault  with  my 
vole.  I,  sir,  shall  not  be  governed  by  popular 
motives  in  opposing  this  measure,  as  the  purest 
principles  of  distributive  justice  command  it  ; 
nor  shall  I  suffer  the  affeciatiun  of  delicacy  to 
overrule  ray  judgment,  in  this  case,  because  I  am 
interested.  If  it  is  right,  it  ought  to  be  done;  if 
ii  ought  to  be  done,  it  mtat  be  done  by  Congress, 
who  alone  can  do  it.  Nor.  sir,  can  1  feel  a  pro- 
priety in  giving  It  a  prospective  operation,  in  ex- 
clusion 01  the  present  Congress.  If  it  is  proper 
as  to  them,  it  is  surely  proper  as  to  ourselves ;  and 
a  moment's  refieciiun  shows  that  most  of  the  same 
members  will  be  re-elected,  so  that  the  veil  of 
delicacy  wjuld  be  too  thin  to  conceal  the  views 
of  members  to  provide  fur  themselves,  though  in 
future. 

Sir,  what  would  be  the  feelings  of  honorable 
men  towards  the  highly  honorable  mover  of  this 
bill,  (Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,)  who  slew  Te- 
cumseh  with  bis  owa  hands;  who  came  up  here 


covered  with  wounds  and  glory,  with  his  favor- 
l  ite  war-horse,  and  liis  more  favorite  servant — his 
attendant  in   the  army,  his  nurse  and  necessarf 
assistant ; — being  unable  to  do  anything  for  him- 
self at  the  close  of  the  session  ;  being  obliged  to 
sell  his  war-horse  or  his  servant  to  close  his  ac- 
counts, or  to  have  rerour.<ie  to  his  private  funds  to 
clear  him  out  ?     That  this  may  not  be  considered 
an  exaggerated  account,  let  any  gentleman  with 
I  two  horses  and  a   servant   try  the  case   by  one 
'  week's  residence  at  Crawford's  at  Georgetown, 
where  many  members  reside,  or  Mr.  Gadsby's  in 
.  Baltimore,  and  live  in  the  style  of  a  gentleman, 
and  he  will  give  unequivocal  proof  of  the  reality 
:  of  such  an  alternative. 

Sir,  if  we  go  back  to  those  times  when  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland  fixed  the  compensation  of 
eight  dollars  to  members  of  Congress,  and   two 
I  dollars  to  the  State  Legislature,  you  will  find  them 
halcyon  days,  wiien  for  that  compensation  they 
I  lived  like  genilemen,  and  enjoyed  a  glass  of  gen- 
I  erous  wine,  which  cannot  b^  afforded  at  this  time 
'  for  the  present  compensation. 
I      Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  this  bill  will  pass,  and  that 
honorable  gentlemen  who  consider  it  unjust  to 
i  put  iheir  hands  into  the  public  Treasury  for  them- 
I  selves  will  be  excused  from  taking  this  increased 
!  compensation,   particularly  when   it  might  sub- 
i  ject  them  to  the  unkind  remark  that  the  receiver 
I  was  as  bad  as  the  thief 

I  Mr.  HoGCB  again  rose  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  argued  to  prove  that  the  proposed  change 
was  m  effect  an  increase  of  compensation  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  which,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  Government,  while 
encumbered  with  an  immense  public  debt,  he 
decidedly  condemned.  Mr.  H.  closed  a  long 
speech,  by  moving  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Decem- 
ber next,  of  course  to  reject  it. 

Mr.   Grosvenor   replied  to  Mr.   Hoger,  and 
advocated   the  bill.     The  Constitution,  he  said, 
had   provided   that  Congress  should  fix  its  own 
compensation,  and  he  was  opposed  to  postpone- 
ment.    He  maintained   that  the  pay  was  inade- 
quate to  the  comfortable  subsistence  of  the  mem- 
bers ;  and  it  never  was  intended  that  they  should 
come  here   to  live  on   hominy  and  molasses  in 
hovels,  but   to  live  like  gentlemen.     He  wished 
not  to  put  the  seats  in  Congress  up  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  but   to   induce  those   best  qualified  to  fill 
them  ;  and  would  make  sucli  a  compensation  as 
would  enable  the    poorest    man    to  come   here. 
The  reverse  of  this,  he  said,  would  be  anti-re- 
publican,  and  tend  to  bring  those  only  of  wealth. 
Mr.  Randolph  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  the 
time  and  talents  of  his  friend  (Mr.  Grosvenob) 
misapplied,  in  answering  the  objections  of  the 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Huger.)  and  was  surprised  at 
the   gentleman    (Mr.  Huger)  persisting   in  his 
course,  afier  the  good  advice  lie  had  taken  the 
l.beriy  of  giving  hiin  yesterday,  though  he  could 
not  say  that  he  had  lollowed  it  himself.     Mr.  R. 
said  he  now  began  to  descry,  through  the  log  of 
debate,    the    latitude  of    the   gentleman's   argu- 
ments—the speeches   were  perhaps  intended  to 
meet  his  constituents.    He  scouted  the  idea  of 
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steriog  ovvi  a  vote  for  the  taxes  by  saving  thi:> 
»ui;frable  peii-iper  corn  to  the  Treasury.  The 
^Q^tleman  h>tt^  advised  us  to  go  home  and  cun- 
>.^t  our  consfltueDtH.  Consult  them  for  what  7 
IVr  four-pei^-e-half-peony  7  Instead  of  rcceiv- 
{^■^  iDstructi.^qis  from  his  constituents  on  this 
kfcioject,  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  instruct  thera.  He 
s  an  enemy,  he  said,  to  that  self-denying  prin- 
e  which  h^d  given  rise  to  the  great  military 
rpation  ii>  England,  which  in  the  revolution 
a  one  of  ti^  chief  agents  in  the  hands  of  that 
pocritical  iemagogue — a  man  whose  talents 
aobl  reJeeltied  liis  vices — commonly  called 
iver  Cromwell.  Mr.  R.  advened  to  the  sala- 
suf  other  crficers  of  cur  Government,  of  whom 
>n  many  clerks  and  doorkeepers  received  more 
»  i{.'io   the  ra^Tjiibers  of   Congress,  and  said   that 

*  <»fOgress  w^i  the  only  branch  of  the  Govern- 
nt  whose  c$mpenjation  had  not  been  increased; 
that  they  cyuld  at  least  say  they  had  net  began 

J  ^ijlh   themseWes.     This,   said    he.   we    have  let 
.  x*t>Be  until  \fe  genileman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
'      -HNSON,)  With  a  gallantry  that  belongs  to  him, 
"   mseir  iuto  the  breach  to  repair  it  or  per- 
Another  argument  in   favor  of  a  lib- 
<^i  salary  vsas,  that  it  is  the  only  way  to  coun- 
i^^act  Executive  intiuence  in  this  House — not  ihe 
iJcessary  an^  proper  influence — by  placing  every 
rfijcmber  abow'e  the  temptation  of  office,  &•.    Mr. 
1^:  raid  his  oi^ly  objection  to  the  bill  was  that  it 
•j-nd   not  maiw  the  compensation  §2,500,  instead 
(]jj,$1.500;  thvn  a  man  might  come  here  with  a 
^^pect  of  sc^elhing  like  the  comfort>  of  home, 
present  ai^  the  chanties  of  life  were  broken 
It ;  wife,  ojiildreo,  and   family  were  all  aban- 
ed.     He  yould  also  advert,  though  it  was  a 
jecl   of  s^me  delicacy,  to    the  demoralizing 
ct  of  bein;?  separated  from  home  for  six  months 
ly  the  year.    •\'ulliits  jurare  in  verba  magistri ; 
1^1  hoped    tl;;-    gentleman   (Mr.  Hlger)   would 

8rdon    him   lor  quoting  Latin  in   that    House, 
r.  R.  concluded  by  saying  that  the  honorable 
Anlleman    (>lr.    Huger)  had  greatly  mistaken 
^  e  powers  oi  his  logic  and  elorjuence  if  he  sup- 
^  s^ed  the  biUcould  be  overturned  by  them. 
tf  Mr.  Calhotun  satd,  so  far  as  this  bill  proposed 
f   increase  toe  compensation  to  members,  he  was 
»(|   favor  of  iij  because  he  thought  the  present  pay 
ry  inadeq-iate  to  the  dignity  of  the  staiiori, 
cl  far  shori4of  the  time,  labor,  and  sacrifice  re- 
ired.     He  thought  81,500  would  be  found  not 
cient,  804  would  prefer,  on  the  ground  of  a 
je  compen.'.t^tiOD,  as  well  as  regard  to  principle, 
k,600.     He  ^aid  on  principle,  for  in  the  fixing 

*  !tj£.P*y  °f  iTipmbers  heretofore,  it  had  not  been 
'    Igficiently  amended  to.     Our  extent,  population, 

l^d  wealth  n>ade  a  strong  Executive  necessary; 

!^d  we  accordingly  find  the  framers  of  our  Con- 

•tfiution  hav^  made  that  the  preponderating  part 

J{  our  Gover|imen(.     It  constitutes  a  branch  of 

l(fj.  Legislatul-e,  and   has   besides  the  whole  pat- 

fPtiiage  of  G<»*ernment,  while  the  other  branches 

ife  naked  fvwer  only,  without  patronage  or  lo- 

IJfnce.     Hpjdid  not  complain  of  any  undue  in- 

jence  of  Executive  power  now  ;  he  wished  not 

^  t)e  $0  UQd«blood.  as  he  was  speaking  solely  in 

\ 


relation  to  the  Constitutional  powers  of  the  Pre- 
sident. The  best  and  wisest  men  in'ihis  country 
have  always  thought  his  power  so  great  as  to 
render  it  ultimately  dangerous.  What  then  is  to 
be  done  ?  To  weaken  it,  would  be  to  weaken 
the  country  ;  perhaps  to  endanger  it.  The  only 
safe  control  is  in  the  character,  experience,  and 
intelligence  of  this  House.  Whenever  this  House 
is  properly  composed,  when  it  contains  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  men  of  ability,  experience,  and 
integrity,  it  of  necessity  will  give  direction  to 
public  affairs;  but  a  weak  and  inexperienced 
House  necessarily  falls  under  Executive  control. 
The  increased  pay  is  calculated  to  draw  men  of 
abilities  into  this  House;  and,  what  is  of  equal 
importance,  to  keep  them  here  until  they  are 
matured  by  experience.  What  is  the  usual  fact  ? 
Young  men  of  genius,  without  property,  for  in 
four  instances  in  five,  such  is  the  case  with 
genius,  arc  elected  ;  being  tempted  into  public 
service  by  the  honorable  desire  of  acquiring  dis- 
tinction in  the  service  of  the  country  ;  they  re- 
main here  until  they  have  acquired  some  experi- 
ence, and  begin  to  be  useful  to  the  country;  but 
are  finally  compelled  to  return  to  private  life 
from  the  inadequacy  of  the  pay.  It  is  a  great 
public  misfortune;  it  is  highly  injurious  to  the 
proceedings  of  this  House.  Ever  since  he  had 
known  the  body,  there  had  been  no  want  of  tal- 
ent;  but  the  want  of  experience  had  often  been 
felt.  If  we  are  wise,  we  will,  as  far  as  possible, 
attract  and  secure  ability  and  integrity  in  the 
public  service.  Providence  intended  ihem.  as  the 
best  gilt  to  the  nation,  for  that  purpose ;  and  any 
people,  as  they  use  or  neglect  them,  flourish  or 
decay.  Another  view  of  this  subject,  connected 
with  the  great  extent  of  our  Republic,  made  it 
expedient.  A  majority  of  the  members  come 
from  three  to  eight  hundred  miles.  In  serving 
the  country,  they  are  not  only  obliged  to  be  ab- 
sent a  great  part  of  the  year  from  their  families; 
but  what  is  almost  equally  distressing,  to  be  ab- 
sent a  great  distance.  We  serve  at  the  expense 
of  the  best  sympathies  of  our  nature  ;  we  are  far 
removed  from  the  centre  of  that  system  of  social 
feelings,  which  at  once  constitutes  the  solace  and 
ornament  of  our  nature.  The  best  dispositions 
are  the  most  sensible  to  this  sacrifice  ;  and  are 
by  It  most  likely  to  be  driven  out  of  the  councils 
of  the  nation.  This  state  of  things  ought  to  be 
counteracted  as  far  as  possible  ;  the  condition  of 
a  member  ought  to  be  made  more  desirable  than 
at  present;  he  ought  at  least  to  be  able  to  have  his 
family  about  him,  which  he  cannot,  at  thepresent 
pay,  without  ruin,  unless  he  be  a  man  of  prop- 
erty. For  ihesi'  reasons  he  thought  the  measure 
a  wise  one,  and  to  be  highly  republican.  It  had 
for  a  long  time  been  felt  to  be  necessary.  It  was 
worthy  of  the  disinterej-ted  gallantry  of  the  mem- 
ber who  had  introduced  it. 

•Mr.  K.NG,  of  Massachusetts,  was  m  favor  of  the 
bill,  because  it  would  shorten  the  sessions  of  Con- 
gress. If  the  measure  was  necessary  at  all,  he 
asked  if  it  was  not  as  necessary  for  the  present  as 
a  future  Congress?  For  one,  he  was  not  afraid 
to   trust   himself  in    making  compensation;  be- 
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sides,  he  said,  the  country  had  extended  and  in- 
creased many  millions  in  population  ;  and  the 
weight  and  responsibility  of  the  members  had 
increased  in  proportion  ;  those  of  the  Speaker  in 
a  double  proportion.  .Mr.  K.  said  he  knew  not  the 
sentiments  of  his  constituents  on  this  subject, 
nor  was  he  bound  to  know  them  ;  but  he  was 
not  afraid  to  say,  that  they  ought  never  to  send  a 
person  to  Congress  who  deserved  not  this  sum  ; 
and  if  their  present  Representatives  did  not.  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  correct  the  proce- 
dure. He  maintained  that  the  Representative  of 
thirty-five  thousand  high-minded  people  ought  to 
have  enough  to  live  as  such  a  man  ought  to  live. 
Gentlemen  had  boasted  of  their  wealth,  and  per- 
haps thought  that  a  little  cider  and  brown  bread 
would  do  for  such  as  had  no  resources  beyond 
their  pay.  Mr.  K.  was  in  fivor  of  the  yeas  and 
nays,  that  the  gentleman  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, if  he  believed  he  had  not  earned  his  pay, 
to  put  It  on  record,  and  let  his  constituents  know 
it.  Some  of  us,  said  Mr.  K.,  are  poor  men  ;  we 
cannot  keep  here,  to  follow  us  about,  two  or  three 
servants,  two  or  three  horses,  and  two  or  three 
dogs;  but  we  desire  to  live  as  befits  our  station, 
without  loss,  dtc. 

Mr.  Ross  said,  from  the  arguments  of  those  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  it  would  appear,  that  it  required 
more  firmness  to  act  on  this  than  on  any  other 
question.  .Mr.  R.  defended  himself  from  the  op- 
probrious epithets  which  had  been  heaped  on 
those  who  were  too  cowardly  to  vote  for  this 
bill.  He  was  not  satisfied  that  the  bill  would  be 
attended  witfi  the  beneficial  effects  predicted  to 
this  House,  and  to  the  public  business.  He  could 
not  expect  more  talents  than  were  assembled  in 
the  present  Congress,  which  had  not  been  excelled 
since  the  first.  They  did  not  come  here  for  pay  ; 
he  whose  mind  ran  on  the  grovelling  idea  of  his 
pay,  would  here  feel  the  .same  sordid  sentiments, 
and  would  be  looking  for  further  promotion.  .Mr. 
R.  thought  the  consequence  of  giving  a  large  sal- 
ary would  be  to  prompt  adventurers  to  get  into 
this  House,  while  the  man  o{  intelligence,  worthy 
of  serving,  would  find  employment  in  his  avo- 
catioosat  home.  He,  therefore,  saw  this  measure 
10  a  very  different  liglit.  As  to  the  Speaker's 
salary,  that  was  fixed  higher,  because  of  his  du- 
ties in  the  House,  and  because  it  was  supposed 
he  ought  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the 
members,  that  he  might  know  which  were  fit  for 
the  various  situations,  and  to  acquire  that  knowl- 
edge, 11  was  necessary  he  should  entertain  them; 
but  since  Jupiter  Tonans  (alluding  to  the  former 
Speaker,  Mr.  Dayton,)  took  the  Chair,  the  prac- 
tice of  giving  dinners  had  ceased,  it  being  thought 
that  he  could  distinguish  by  intuition  the  quali- 
fications of  members.  Mr.  R.  concluded  some 
further  remarks,  by  demanding  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  explain. — It  might  be 
inferred  perhaps,  from  what  he  had  said,  that  he 
thought  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  President 
of  the  Senate  received  enough.  I  should,  said 
Mr.  R.,  have  liked  the  bill  better  if  it  had  given 
them  five  thousand  dollars  each  ;  they  were  great 
officers  of  the  State  ;  they  might  be  President  of 
14lli  Cu.N.  1st  Stss.— 38 


the  United  States.  The  miserable  creature  who 
was  generally  appointed  Vice  President,  was  se- 
lected merely  because  he  was  totally  unfit  for  the 
Presidency;  but  he  begged  pardon  of  the  House, 
as  the  office  was  now  vacant :  but  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  was  much  more  proper  for  President 
of  the  United  States  than  the  character  who  was 
usually  Vice  President.  The  Speaker,  bethought, 
ought  be  enabled  to  take  a  house  and  reside  here, 
as  a  great  officer  should  do.  Mr.  R.  replied  fur- 
ther to  Mr.  Huoer's  arguments ;  and  concluded 
by  saying,  he  did  not  think  those  who  opposed 
the  bill  so  violently,  ought  to  accept  the  additional 
compensation  ;  for  his  part,  he  would  as  soon  be 
caught  with  hl^  hands  in  a  gentleman's  pocket,  as 
receiving  the  pay  after  sayiogso  much  against  it. 

.Mr.   HoPKiN30N  thought   the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Joh.nso.n)  who  had  began  this  warfare,  was  enti- 
tled to  the  support  of  all  who  approved  the  bill, 
and  for  that  it  was  he  rose.     The  principle  being 
conceded  that  the  Representatives  are  entitled  to 
compensation,  the  q'lestion  was.  what  ought  that 
compensation   to  be?     On  this  question.  Mr.  H. 
said,  he  would  meet  gentlemen  on  fair  grounds; 
not  those  of  popularity.     The  rule  proper  in  de- 
ciding this  question  was,  justice  to  ourselves,  not 
extravagance.     If  on  the  one   hand,  we  do   not 
come  here  to  make  money,  how  can  the  country 
expect  us  to  come  to  make  sacrifices  ?     The  truth 
is.  we  ought  to  be  allowed  to  come  here  without 
any  great  sacrifice,  and  every  one  be  enabled  to 
live  in  the  style  that  he  does  at  home.     He  spoke 
what  all    hearts   would    acknowledge,   that    the 
comforts   of  home  and  family  were  superior  to 
whatcould  be  found  here.    Theintervals  between 
the  daily  sessions  were  spent  in  gloomy  and  sol- 
itary meditation,  or  in  dissipation.     This,  he  said, 
would  not  be  the  case,  if  we  were  enabled  to  bring 
a  part  at  least  of  our  families  with  us.    He  thought 
men  ought  not  to  be  driven  from  their  seats  here 
for  want  of  suitable  support.     There  were,  at  the 
presentsession. eighty  new  membersin  this  House. 
Such  great  changes  must  produce  a  fluctuation 
of  councils  and  of  system.     Legislation,  said  Mr. 
H.,  requires  experience  as  well  as  any  other  avo- 
cation ;  as  well  might  a  man  attempt  the  lawyer 
without    reading   or    learning.     He    maintained, 
that    the  comi>ensation.  as  fixed    by  the  former 
Congress,  was  greater  than   what  was  now  pro- 
posed.    Six  dollars  a  day  was  even  then  expected 
to  be  something  more  than  sufficient  iot  the  ex- 
penses of  the  members.     It  was  reasonable  that 
their  expenses  should    be  less  at  that   time    than 
they  are  now.     Mr.  H.  thought  if  they  consulted 
what  was  strictly  and  justly  due  to  themselves, 
the  bill  would  and  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Tdcker  said,  ihatas  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  state,  in  a  few  words,  ihereasons  which  induced 
him  to  vote  against  it  in  committee  and  would 
lead  him  to  adhere  to  tliat  vote.  He  did  so  be- 
cause he  did  not  wish  to  shrink  irora  a  candid 
expression  of  his  opinion.  He  believed  with 
many  others  that  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress 
ought  to  be  such  as  to  enable,  not  the  rich  only, 
but  men  of  merit,  (however  moderate  their  cir« 
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nets)  10  ta^e  a  seat  io  this  House.     It  was  |  right,  he  should  vote  for  it  now  ;  because  if  not 

e  Repubii(j>in  principle  ;  for  otherwise  the  :  applied  to  the  present  Conijress,  he  did  not  know 

iineniwoufJ  degenerate  into  an  aristocracy.  I  that  it  would  ever  do  any  good.     He  thought  its 

u<^h  such  were  his  opinion>  on  this  subject,     immediate  operation  wasihe  best  part  of  the  plan, 

and  he  should  therefore  vote  for  if. 


hSji  deciding  whether  a  per  diem  allowance 
or  ai^ual  comjiecsation  were  preferable,  he  could 
not  '  le  for  anyf-ill  which  gave  additional  com- 
pensJi|ion  to  bitiv.elf.  He  had  been  elecLed  under 
the  iu|KCialion  of  receiving  six  dollars  per  day 
for  l5|  services:. be  could  not  think  himself  jus- 
litiejtT'io  incredsiug  it.  Gentlemen  had  termed 
\.W\9i  •i'smuamish\i)v\\CAC)- .  He  had  from  his  child- 


lau^fil  oa  ail  occasions  ot 
sale<(.  to  err  on  the  side  ot 


this  kind 
delicacy. 


hocjitbeen 
ihaf  ^.  wa: 

He  -Sould  therefore  vote  in  the  negative,  though 
SJuld   have  iiad   no  objection  to  an  increase 
•allowance«'.o  members  if  its  operation  were 
ined  to  a  future  Coogresi>. 
M.^  Gaston   apposed  the  bill,  not    because  he 
ioi«it  the  pay  tuo  high — he  believed  it  not  high 
iQjJh — hut    beciiuse    It    contemplated    a    mode 


.Mr.  Shari'E  wished  publicly  to  express  his 
ijratilude  to  his  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Johm- 
80N  ol  Kentucky)  for  bringing  forward  the  pro- 
position ;  and  he  was  willing  to  go  even  further. 
The  Constitution  had  provided  that  the  compen- 
sation of  Congress  should  be  fixed  bv  law,  and  if 
this  measure  was  right,  as  had  been  conceded, 
was  it  pro[>er  to  postpone  its  application  to  a  suc- 
ceeding Congress  7  One  wor.].  he  said,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  compensation.  If  gentlemen 
wished  to  arrive  at  civilization  it  was  not  by  mu- 
tating savage  life.  The  American  people  ought 
to  be  known  by  another  principle,  and  be  distin- 
guished as  well  for  dignity  of  character,  liberality, 
and  civilization,  as  for  the  wisdom  of  their  politi- 
cal   insiitutions.     The   same   solicitude  ought  to 


radially    wrong;    He   thought    the    services    of  |  be  felt  in  legislation  to  cherisii  talent,  and  to  em- 


rs  ought  lo  be  paid  for  according  to  those  i  ploy  it,  as  in  oiher  branches  of  the  Government 

The  question  was  then  put.  en  the  passage  of 

aflSrmaiive — aye^  81, 


puhj 


me  _  . 

servZes,  and  not  by  an  annual  salary.  To  en 
forcijthis  opini(t>i.  Mr.  G.  used  various  argu- 
me(^\  He  did  not  believe  the  couoiry  would  be 
beo-icCtted  by  fac.litating  legislation  ;  even  if  ii 
'liue  that  the  bill  would  produce  that  effect; 
\i  he  did  not  believe  ;  because  uu  Congress, 
ly,  could  ever  have  protruded  the  session, 
'emmned  hc»re.  for  the  sordid  motive  sup- 
pos4|j^  Theconr.'fortsofhome  would  hasten  them 
awa  ■*  if  nolhin|^  else.  In  North  Carolina,  said 
Mr.|^..  from  an  ill-judged  parsimony,  tlie  mem- 
berjlwere  not  allowed  sutficient  euinpensation  to 
defit(  their  expffis-fs,  and  the  effect  wa-  (hat  the 
;  business  \viij.  hurried  llirough  improperly, 
'nied  that  '.he  compensation  of  lutinbers  by 
'nual  stipend  woulJ  accord  with  the  genius 
5"  Governrairni ;  and  advocaltd  liie  per  dieni 
.  as  preferai^le  in  every  view  which  he  could 
•;)f  the  subje(:t. 

Yancey  spid  he  would  vote  with  his  col- 
je.  (Mr.  GArtTO.N.)  but  for  a  very  different  rea- 
%.  He  thought  the  compensation,  and  had  al- 
^thought  it,  inadequate.  A  member  ought  to 
'enough  to  c')mpen-aie  him  fur  his  services  to 
constituents  4ad  country.  If  the  motion  made 
hrday  topostjooe  theoperalionoi  the  bill  to  the 
iCongress  hid  prevailed,  he  would  have  been 
wij^iig  to  vole  (Ct  two  thousand  dollar^  m.^tead  ol 
fifl^fHi'liundred.  He  wa->  not  afraid  of  despatcliiug 
puSjc  business  loo  fast,  and  he  believed  the  pro- 
poslvj  measure  wculd  produce  thatefleci  more  than 
ihUi/evious  qufition.  Fix  a  salary,  said  he,  and 
rei,?ive  allobstaifles  to  attention  m  ttie  House^aud 
buifness  would  Ue  greatly  facilitated.  .Mr.  Y.  re- 
peiLd  that,  if  nijt  applied  to  the  present  Congress. 
lie'"f»ould  support  the  bill,  convinced  that  it  was 
prijfer.  He  rej^elled  the  possible  unpuiauon  of 
vot^g  from  an  t)j.'er-nice  conscience — he  imjuted 
lo^cSne  the  desj^  to  run  after  an  uiiworiliy  popu- 
laijZ  *"'^  ^^  should  not  incur  such  a  suspicion 
hi.'.iilf. 

i»-  CcLPEf^u  said,  that  believing   with    his 
coliague  (Mr.yAiicuY)  that  the  measure  was 


the  hill,  and  decided  m  ihe 
noes  67,  as  loilows : 

Yr.A9 — Mesars.  Alexander,  Alherton,  Bayliea.  BetU, 
Bird»all.  Bradbury.  Breckenridgc,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Cbappell,  Cbipman,  Clarke  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clayton.  ('lendeiinin.Condict, 
Conner,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Gold,  Gro»- 
venor,  Hardin,  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Hulhert,  Irving 
of  New  York,  Jackbon,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  uf  .Vlassachuselte,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Law,  liOvett,  Marsh.  Mayrant, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  -Middielon, 
Milnor,  .Vloore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Mai-sachusetts, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Hams,  Pickens,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Robertson,  Sergeant,  Sa»age, 
Sharpe,  Shcffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Stearns. Slurges.Taggort.Tallmadge.  Tate, 
Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Thomas,  Throop, 
Ward  of  MassachuselU,  Ward  of  New  York,  Webster, 
Wendover,  Wheaton,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Wright,  and  Yates. 

Nais — Mcbsr:*.  .\dgale,  Baer,  Barbour,  Bassett, 
Bateman,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boss,  Burnside,  Cannon, 
Cilley,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Crawford, Crocheron.Cuth- 
bert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards.  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Gaston,  Glasgow,  Goldsborougb,  Goodwyn,  Gritiin, 
Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hun- 
gerford,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Langdon,  Lewu, 
Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Ma- 
son, McCoy,  Piper,  Root,  Ross,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Southard,  Stanford,  Strong,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Tel- 
fair, Townscnd,  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace.  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  WiUle,  Wilkin,  Willianoa, 
Willoughby,  William  Wilson,  and  Yancey 


I 


Satcrday,  March  9. 
.Mr.  LowNHEs  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  re|)edl  the  act  enti- 
tled 'All  act  10  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  main- 
laiiiin^the  puNlic  credit. by  layingduties  on  house- 
hold lurniiure,  and  i.n  gild  aiid  silver  watches;" 
wJiich   was   read  twice,    aad    committed    to    the 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Way»^  and  Means  upon  the  subject 
of  revenue. 

Mr.  LowNOE.s  also  reported  a  bill  to  aboli-^h  the 
existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
ted Statc.t,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lieu  of  those 
at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spi- 
rituous liquors;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  men- 
tioned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  next 
session  of  Congress  whether  any, and,  if  any.  what 
alterations  are  necessary  to  equalize  the  dutv  on 
the  capacity  of  stills,  boilers,  and  other  imple- 
ments used  in  distillation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  exempting  from  the  payment 
of  duties,  the  carriage  of  His  Excellencv  Mr. 
Gore,  Governor  of  the  British  Province  of  Upper 
Canada,  who  landed  at  New  York  and  passed 
through  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  month  of 
August  or  September  last,  on  his  way  to  his 
Govifrnmeni. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "in  addition  to  the 
act  entitled  'An  act  concerning  the  Navy  Pen- 
sion Fund,"  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  •'  to  extend 
certain  privileges  a<i  therein  mentioned  to  Bernard 
Edme  Verjon,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Gustavus  Loomis,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  intervening  orders  of  the  day  were  post- 
poned, and  the  House  resolved  itsell  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  National  Bank  bill. 

•Mr.  Cady  offered  an  amendment  to  prevent 
the  establishment  of  more  than  one  branch  of  the 
bank  m  any  one  State. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Calhoun, 
Bradbury. and  Wright;  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
Cady  and  Ctii.PEHER;  and  then  negatived  without 
a  division. 

After  some  unimportant  amendment,  and  the 
bill  having  been  gone  through,  ihe  (luestion  was 
stated  on  the  Committee's  rising  and  reporting  it 
to  the  House,  when  .Mr.  Clay  rose  and  delivered 
at  length  his  sentiments  in  favor  of  the  bill,  its 
principle  and  detail-. 

A  desultory  debate  followed,  between  Mr.  Jack- 
son, Mr.  Clay,  and  .Mr.  Randolph,  on  one  or 
two  points  of  Mr.  Clay's  argument.s^Mr.  Ran- 
30LPU  touching  incidentally  on  the  bill  itself. 

After  which,  tiie  Committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

[The  speech  delivered  on  this  occasion,  by  Mr.  Clat, 
appears  not  lo  have  been  reported,  and,  of  course, 
caaoot  be   inserted   aa   altered  in  the   Hooae;   bat. 


afier  the  return  of  Mr.  C.  to  Kentucky,  he  made  an 
address  to  his  constituents,  in  which  he  gave  the 
substance  of  it,  as  follows  : j 

On  one  subject,  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  to  which,  at  the  late  ses,<iion  of  Congress, 
he  gave  his  humble  support,  Mr.  Clay  felt  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  explain  thegrounds  on  which 
he  had  acted.  This  explatjaiion,  if  not  due  to  his 
own  character,  the  State  and  the  district  to  which 
he  belonged  had  a  right  to  demand.  It  would 
have  l>eea  unneces.«.ary  if  his  observations,  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  of  Representatives  pending 
the  measure,  had  been  published;  but  they  were 
not  published,  and  why  they  were  not  publishecJ 
he  was  unadvised. 

When  he  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  he  Wds  induced  to  oppose  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  to  the  old  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  three  general  considerations:  The 
first  was,  tliat  he  was  instructed  to  oppose  it  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State.  What  were  the 
reasons  that  operated  with  the  Legislature,  in 
giving  the  instruction,  he  did  not  know.  He  had 
understood  from  members  of  that  body,  at  the 
time  it  was  given,  that  a  clause,  declaring  that 
Congress  had  no  power  to  grant  the  charier,  was 
stricken  out;  from  which  it  might  be  inferred, 
either  that  the  Legislature  did  not  believe  a  bank 
to  be  unconstitutional,  or  that  it  had  formed  no 
opinion  on  that  point.  This  inference  derives 
additional  strength  from  the  fact,  that,  although 
the  two  late  Senators  from  this  State,  as  well  as 
the  present  Senators,  voted  for  a  National  Bank, 
the  Legislature,  which  must  have  been  well  ap- 
prized that  such  a  measure  was  in  contemplation, 
did  not  again  interpose,  either  to  protest  against 
the  measure  itself,  or  to  censure  the  conduct  of 
those  Senators.  From  this  silence,  on  the  part 
of  a  body  which  has  ever  fixed  a  watchful  eye 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Government, 
I  he  had  a  right  to  believe  that  the  Legislature  of 
I  Kentucky  saw,  without  dis.salisfaction,  the  pro- 
;  posal  to  establish  a  National  Bank;  and  that  its 
j  opposition  to  the  former  one  was  upon  grounds  of 
I  expediency,  applicable  to  that  corporation  alone, 
j  or  no  longer  existing.  But  when,  at  the  last  ses- 
I  sioD,  the  question  came  up  as  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Bank,  being  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  point  of  inquiry 
with  him  was,  not  so  much  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Legislature,  although,  undoubtedly,  the 
opinion  of  a  body  so  respectable  would  have  great 
weight  with  him  under  any  rircumslances,  as 
what  were  the  &eniiments  o(  his  immediate  con- 
stituents. These  he  believed  to  be  in  favor  of 
such  an  institution,  from  the  following  circum- 
stances: In  the  first  place,  his  predecessor  (Mr. 
Hawkins)  voted  for  a  National  Bank,  without 
the  slightest  murmur  of  discontent.  Secondly, 
during  the  last  Fall,  when  he  was  in  his  district, 
he  conversed  freely  with  many  of  his  constituents 
upon  that  subject,  then  the  most  common  topic 
ol  conversation,  and  all,  without  a  single  excep- 
tion, us  far  as  he  recollected,  agreed  ihat  it  was 
a  desirable,  if  not  the  only  efficient  remedy  Cor 
the  alarming  evils  in  the  currency  of  the  countrf. 
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Istly,  dunn 


^^         .j^ the  sessioa  he  received  many 

teri^rom  his  colistuuents,  prior  to  the  passage 
;h»bill.  allof  Uhich  concurred,  he  believed, 
,    l" .    -     __i;._^i,    «x.„-.,,fi/-.n     in    ndvisin?    the 


And, 

lett 

withSr'a  soluarjr  "exception,  in  advisin?  the 
meaJSe.  So  far.Jhen,  from  being  instrucied  by 
his  dSricl  to  oppose  the  banli,  he  had  what  was 
oei-hsSs.  tantamoJnt  to  an  instruction  to  support 
It-  tiff  acquiescenie  of  his  constituents  in  the  vote 
of  thSr  former  Rfpresentative  and  ihecommu- 
nicaifrns,  oral  aojl  written,  of  the  opinions  of 
lhem'-|n  favor  of  a'bank.        ^     ^       ,        ...      , 

T^iOoext  consixjeraiion  which  induced  him  to 
oppo2  the  renewil  of  the  old  charter,  was,  that 
he  beSeved  the  corporation  had,  during  a  portion 
of  irS period  of  i\^  existence,  abused  its  powers, 
and  iSd  sought  tOriibserve  the  views  of  a  poliii- 
tvj.  Instaiiles  of  its  oppression,  for  that 
ief  were  ass^ted  to  have  occurred  at  Phil- 
1-4.  and  at  GUrleston  ;  and,  although  denied 
igress  by  lb''  friends  of  the  instituiion,  dur- 
>  discussioii»  on  tiie  application  for  the  re- 
tof  the  charter,  they  were,  in  his  judgment, 
^jtonly  mac^i  out.  This  oppression,  indeed, 
was'iimitted  in  *he  House  of  Representatives, 
in  i63  debate  on*ihe  pre>ent  bank,  by  a  distin- 
cTuiswd  member  »of  that  parly  which  had  so 
war^Sy  espoused  \he  renewal  of  the  old  charter. 
It  aiB  be  said,  vrlLi  security  is  there  that  the  new 
baal3t»'ill  not  imi&te  this  example  of  oppression? 
Hv  tiAifveted,  the  jate  of  the  old  bank— warning 
alf  Jji^ilar  in>tii|ition5  to  shun  politics,  with 
wtjirA  they  ough^  not  to  have  any  concern  ;  the 
exi^ife  of  abunjiant  competition,  arising  from 
Ihr  UL'^l  muitiplijation  of  banks,  and  the  precau- 
tiui^vtiich  are  tc^be  found  in  the  details  of  the 

pr3st|lt  bill.  1  ,      .    ,  J 

A^iird  consideration  upon  which  he  acted  in 
l&ujvas,  that,  aslthe  power  to  create  a  corpora- 
lion,Juch  as  was  V)roposed  to  be  continued,  was 
not  lecificallv  gianied  in  the  Constitution,  and 
did-'2)t  lhen'api.ear   to  him  to  be  necessary  to 
carrfinto  effect  i^ny  of  the  powers  which  were 
spec^cally  graulid.  Congress  was  not  authorize  d 
to  ccjtinue  the  biok.    The  Constitution,  he  said, 
conliaued    power,   delegated    and    prohibitory— 
powAs  expresseit  and  constructive.     It  vests  in 
Coo^ress  all  powers  necessary  to  give  effect  to 
enuh^rated  powws  j  all  that  may  be  necessary  to 
put  Xto  motion  aH  activity  the  machine  of  Gov- 
eTn(iI-»t  which  ii  constructs.     Tlie  powers  that 
»«  so  necesMrv,  are  deducible  by  construc- 
they  are  Dpi  defined   in  ihe  Constitution  ; 
re.  from  their  nature,  indefinable.     Wheo 
.^^  .^estion  is  inirelaiion  to  one  of  the^e  powers, 
the  ifint  of  inqi^ry  should  be,  is  its  exeriion  ne- 
cesikvy  to  carry  ^nto  effect  any  of  the  enumerated 
rsand  objec'is  of  the  General  Guvernment? 
reward  to  .*the  degree  of  necesMty,  various 
have   been-  at  different  limes,  laid   down; 
,«rhap^  at  l^s;  there  is  no  other  taan  a  sound 
gnest  judgroeni  exercised  under  the  checks 
onirol  which  belong  to  the  Consiiiuiion  and 

leople.  . 

iB  coaslruciive  powers  being  auxiliary  to  the 

ijjacally  graifc'ted   powers,   and   depending  for 

\kCm  sanction  ^tjd  exisieoce  upoa  a  necessity  to 


give  effect  to  the  latter,  which  necessity  is  to  be 
sout'ht  for  and  ascertained  by  a  sound  and  honest 
disc'retion,  it  is  manifest  that  this  necessity  may 
not  be  perceived,  at  one  time,  under  one  state  of 
things,  when  it  is  perceived,  at  another  time,  un- 
der a  different  state  of  things.  The  ConslitutioD, 
it  is  true,  never  changes— it  is  always  the  same; 
but  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  the  lights  of 
experience,  may  evolve  to  the  fallible  persons 
charged  with  its  administration,  the  fitness  and 
necessity  of  a  particular  exercise  of  constructive 
power  to-day,  which  they  did  not  see  at  a  former 

period. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  remark,  that,  when  the  ap- 
plication was  made  to  renew  the  old  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  such  an  institution 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  so  necessary  to  the 
fulfilment  of  many  of  the  objects  specifically  enu- 
merated in  the  Constitution,  as  to  justify  Con- 
gress in  assuming,  by  construction,   a  power  to 
establish   it;  it  was  supported  mainly  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  indispensable  to  the  Treasury 
operations.     But  the  local  institutions  in  the  sev- 
eral States  were,  at  thai  time,  in  prosperous  ex- 
istence, confided  in  by  the  community,  having  a 
confidence  in  each  other,  and    maintaining  an 
intercourse   and    connexion    the    most   intimate. 
Many  of  them  were  actually  employed  by  the 
Treasury,  to  aid  that  Department  in  a  part  of  its 
fiscal  arrangements;  and  they  appeared  to  him 
to  be  fully  capable  of  affording  to  it  all  the  facil- 
ity liial  it  ought  to  desire  in  all  of  them.     They 
superseded,  in  his  judnment,  the  necessity  of  a 
national  institution.     But  how  stood  the  case  in 
1816.  when  he  was  called  upon  again  to  examine 
I  the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  incor- 
I  porate  a  National  Bank?     A  total  change  of  cir- 
cumstances was  presented — events  of  the  utmost 
magnitude  had  intervened. 

A  general  su.-.pension  of  specie  payments  had 
taken  place,  and  ihis  had  led  to  a  train  of  conse- 
quences of  the  most  alarming  nature.   He  beheld, 
dispersed  over  the  immense  extent  of  the  United 
States,  about  three  hundred  banking  institutions, 
enjoying,  in  different  degrees,  the  confidence  of 
the  public,  shaken  as  to  them  all,  under  no  direct 
control  of  the  General  Government,  and  subject 
to  no  actual  responsibility  to  the  State  authori- 
ties.   These  insiitutions  were  emitting  the  actual 
currency  of  the  United  Stales;  a  currency  con- 
sisting of  a  paper,  on  which  they  neither  paid  in- 
terest nor  principal,  whilst  it  was  exchanged  for 
the  paper  of  the  community,  on  which  both  were 
paid.     He  saw  these  institutions,  in  fact,  exercis- 
ing, what  had  been  considered  at  all  times,  and 
in  all  countries,  one  of  the  highest  attributes  ol 
sovereignty — the  regulation   of  the  current  me- 
dium of  the  country.     They  were  no  longer  com- 
petent to  assift  the   Treasury,   in  either  of  the 
great  operations  of  collection,  deposite,  or  distri- 
bution of  the  public  revenues.     In  fact,  the  paper 
which   they   emitted,  and    which   the  Treasury. 
from  the  force  of  events,  found  itself  constrained 
to  receive,  was  constantly  obstructing  the  opera- 
tions of  that  Depajiment;  for  it  would  accumu- 
laVe  where  it  was  lioi  wanledjand  could  noi  be 
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used  where  it  was  wanted  for  the  purposes  of 
Government,  without  a  ruinous  and  arbitrary 
brokerage.  Every  man  who  paid  or  received 
from  the  Government,  paid  or  received  as  much 
less  than  he  ought  to  have  done,  as  was  the  dif- 
ference between  the  medium  in  which  the  pay- 
ment was  effected  and  specie.  Taxes  were  no 
longer  uniform.  In  New  England,  where  specie 
payments  have  not  been  suspended,  the  people 
were  called  upon  to  pay  larger  contributions  than 
where  they  were  suspended.  In  Kentucky,  as 
much  more  was  paid  by  the  people  in  their  taxes, 
than  was  paid,  for  example,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
as  Kentucky  paper  was  worth  more  than  Ohio 
paper. 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  C.  that,  in  this  condition  of 
things,  the  General  Government  could  depend  no 
longer  upon  these  local  institutions,  multiplied 
and  multiplying  daily  ;  coming  into  existence  by 
the  breath  of  eighteen  State  sovereignties,  some 
of  which,  by  a  single  act  of  volition,  had  created 
twenty  or  thirty  at  a  time.  Even  if  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  could  have  been  antici- 
pated, the  General  Government  remaining  pas- 
sive, it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ought  longer  to  depend  upon  these  local 
institutions  exclusively  for  aid  in  its  operations; 
but  he  did  not  believe  it  could  be  justly  so  anti- 
cipated. It  was  not  the  interest  of  all  of  them,  that 
the  renewal  should  take  place  of  specie  payments; 
and  yet,  without  concert  between  all,  or  most  of 
them,  it  could  not  be  effected.  With  regard  to 
those  disposed  to  return  to  a  regular  state  of 
things,  great  difficulties  might  arise  as  to  the  time 
of  its  commencement. 

Considering,  then,  that  the  stale  of  the  curren- 
cy was  such,  that  no  thinking  man  could  contem- 
plate It  without  the  most  serious  alarm;  that  it 
threatened  general  distress,  if  it  did  not  ultimately 
lead  to  convulsion  and  subversion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, It  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  apply  a  remedy,  if  a  remedy  could  be  de- 
vised. A  National  Bank,  with  other  auxiliary 
measures,  was  proposed  as  that  remedy.  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  determined  to  examine  the  question,  with 
as  little  prejudice  as  possible  arising  from  his 
former  opinion  ;  he  knew  that  the  safest  course 
to  him,  it  he  pursued  a  cold,  calculating  prudence, 
was  to  adhere  to  that  opinion,  right  or  wrong. 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that,  if  he  changed,  or 
seemed  to  change  it,  he  should  expose  himself  to 
some  censure;  but,  looking  at  the  subject  with 
the  light  shed  upon  it  by  events  happening  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  he  could  no  longer 
doubt.  A  bank  appeared  to  him  not  only  neces- 
sary, but  indispensably  necessary,  in  connexion 
with  another  measure,  to  remedy  the  evils  of 
which  all  were  but  too  sensible.  He  preferred, 
to  the  suggestions  of  the  pride  of  consistency,  the 
evident  interests  of  the  community,  and  deter- 
mined to  throw  himself  upon  their  candor  and 
justice.  That  which  appeared  to  him,  in  1811, 
under  the  state  of  things  then  existing,  not  to  be 
necessary  to  the  General  Government,  seemed 
now  to  be  necessary,  under  the  present  state  of 
ihings.     Had  he  then  foreseen  what  now  exists, 


and  no  objection  had  laid  a^inst  the  renewal  of 
the  charter,  other  than  that  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution, he  should  have  voted  for  the  renewal. 

Other  provisions  of  the  Constitution  but  little 
noticed,  if  noticed  at  all,  on  the  discussions  in 
Congress  in  1811,  would  seem  to  urge  that  body 
to  exert  all  its  powers  to  restore  to  a  sound  state 
the  money  of  the  country.  That  instrument  con- 
fers upon  Congress  the  power  to  coin  money,  and 
to  regulate  the  value  of  foreign  coins ;  and  the 
States  are  prohibited  to  coin  money,  to  emit  bills 
of  credit,  or  to  make  anything  but  gold  and  silver 
coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts.  The  plain 
inference  is.  that  the  subject  of  the  general  cur- 
rency was  intended  to  be  submitted  exclusively 
to  the  General  Government.  In  point  of  fact, 
however,  the  regulation  of  the  general  currency 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Governments,  or, 
which  is  the  same  thing,  of  the  banks  created  by 
them.  Their  paper  has  every  quality  of  money, 
except  that  of  being  made  a  tender,  and  even  this 
is  imparted  to  it  by  some  States,  in  the  law,  by 
which  a  creditor  must  receive  it,  or  submit  to  a 
ruinous  suspension  of  the  payment  of  his  debt. 
It  was  incumbent  upon  Congress  to  recover  the 
control  which  it  had  lost  over  the  general  cur- 
rency;  the  remedy  called  for  was  one  of  caution 
and  moderation,  but  of  firmness.  Whether  a 
remedy  directly  acting  upon  the  banks,  and  their 
paper  thrown  into  circulation,  was  in  the  power 
of  the  General  Government  or  not,  neither  Con- 
gress nor  the  community  were  prepared  for  the 
application  of  such  a  remedy;  an  indirect  reme- 
dy, of  a  milder  character,  seemed  to  be  furnished 
by  a  National  Bank.  Going  into  operation  with 
the  powerful  aid  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  he  believed  it  would  be  highly  instru- 
mental in  the  renewal  of  specie  payment.^.  Coup- 
led wiih  the  other  measure  adopted  by  Congress 
for  that  object,  he  believed  the  remedy  effectual. 
The  local  banks  must  follow  the  example  which 
the  National  Bank  would  set  them,  of  redeeming 
their  notes  by  the  payment  of  specie,  or  their 
notes  will  be  discredited  and  put  down. 

If  the  Constitution,  then,  warranted  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bank,  other  considerations  besides 
those  already  mentioned  strongly  urged  it.  The 
want  of  a  general  medium  is  everywhere  felt; 
exchange  varies  continually,  not  only  between 
different  parts  of  the  Union,  but  between  different 
parts  of  the  same  city.  If  the  paper  of  a  National 
Bank  were  not  redeemed  in  specie,  it  would  be 
much  better  than  the  current  paper;  since,  al- 
though its  value,  in  comparison  with  specie,  might 
fluctuate,  it  would  afford  an  uniform  standard. 

If  political  power  be  incidental  to  banking  oper- 
ations, there  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  in  the  General 
Government  some  counterpoise  to  that  which  is 
exerted  by  the  States.  Such  a  couaterpoise  might 
not,  indeed,  be  so  necessary,  if  the  States  exer- 
cised the  power  lo  incorporate  banks  equally,  or 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  populations.  But 
that  is  not  the  case.  A  single  State  has  a  bank- 
ing capital  equivalent,  or  nearly  so,  to  one-fifth  of 
the  whole  banking  capital  of  the  United  States. 
Four  States  combined  have  the  major  part  of  the 
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g  capital  of  (he  United  State?.   In  the  event 
convulsion;  in   which  the  distribution  of 


ban 

of  »tj% 

bankji  mstiiuiio((s  might  be  important,  it  may 
be  ut^Td  that  the  tnischief  would  not  beallevi- 
ate-i  M  ^^^  creaii'AJi  of  a  National  Bank,  since  its 
locai3i  must  be  wjthin  one  of  the  Stales.  But, 
ia  tlC^respect,  liij;  location  of  ihe  bank  !•»  ex- 
tremt^'  favorable^  being  in  one  of  the  middle 
Slats'?^  DOt  likely,  Irom  iis  position,  as  well  as  its 
to  concur  ^a  any  scheme  for  subverting 
~  iriiy  against 

the  distribu- 
tion itf  branches  |n  difTereni  States,  acting  and 
reac.i''  g  upon  iht;  parent  institution,  and  upon 
eachji  I  her. 


loyaFHj,  to  concur  iin  any  scheme  for 
the  V^vt-rnment;  ^nd  a  sufEcienl  secui 
such^otingfncy  i>  to   be  found   in  ll: 


iw  );v  rnaKi 
ort^al,  an 
aru-/>f  the 


Monday,  March  11. 

otion  of  Mr.  Webster. 
)lved,  That;  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by 
making  thf  gold  coins  of  England,  France, 
d  Sp^in,  and  the  crowns  of  France, 
egal'currency  of  the  United  States. 
as  rft^t"?  correspoiitling  with  the  intrinsic  value  ot 
suctlpoins,  respe<jtively,  and  that  the  Committee 
on  l«  National  Currency  be  instructed  to  pre- 
parf^^nd  report  a/bill  accordingly. 

^^aessagefroms'the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thi^i^e  Sfnaie  l^ve  passed  a  bill  "further  sup- 

filtf/^ntary  to  th<iact,  entitled  'An  act  providing 
or  3tb  inderanifjcatioo  of  ceriaia   claimants  of 
puty*  lands  in  itje  Mississippi  Territory." 

fsaid  bill  A?as  read  twice,  and  committed 
Commiitei^on  Public  Lands. 
4"T,j  Speaker  <aid  before  the  House  two  com- 
mu&i(<»lions  froip  the   President  of  the   United 
Siaf^'i^j  one  trans|j«jiiiing  the  amount  of  expenses 
incjfi/ed  for  putjlic  buildings,  &,c..  in  Washing- 
tou^b^d  the  oi=er  a  statement  of  the  militia  of 
thtiSj'"'^'!  Sialef, according  to  the  latest  returns 
Naval  Department. 
[a  bill  fromllhe  Senate  "to  extend  certain 
j!eges,as  thejfein  mentioned,  to  Bernard  Ed  me 
^p,"  was  reaji  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 


Yancev 
a.  report  c 
•rt,  which 


,  |ro 


f 


m   :he  Committee  of  Claims 

the   pelitioQ  of  Captain  John 

as  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported 


for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Wirt ;  wiiich  was 
a^iwice,  and  ^rdered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
ii*J  time  io-n*orrow. 

.  Yancey  also  mide  a  report  on  the  petition 
cliard  Ridg^ely,  Edward  Pugh,  and  Charles 


Ian 


son, 


wliicii  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 


Id  a  bill  for'the  relief  ot  Richard  Ridgely, 
uhr-rs;  whii:h  was  read  twice,  and  commii- 
a  Comniiaiee  of  the  Whole. 
Yancey  sjlso  made  a  report  in  pursuance  of 
ihe'Jvsoluiioo  of:  the  House,  of  the  25ih  January, 
18M  which  waj  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a 
bilSiUthonzing' payment  for  the  county  courl- 
ho-^^e  of  Hamiljon  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  which 
v^ogrread  twice, *and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  «ie  Whole.    \ 

^le  report  i*  as  follows: 
ikt,  iQ  \ht  ikoa\ix  »t  February,  1B14,  a  deUch- 


ment  of  the  troopa  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Thomas  Ramsay,  occupied  a« 
barracks  the  county  court-house  of  Hamilton,  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnati,  \>y  permission  of  the  sheriff  of  the 
county,  there  being  at  that  time  no  other  house  which 
they  could  procure,  and  the  weather  being  so  cold  and 
severe  an  to  require  good  quarters.  It  Fatisfactorily 
appears  to  the  committee,  that,  while  the  court-houae 
was  thus  occupied,  from  some  uncontrollable  accident, 
fire  was  communicated  to  the  house,  and  it  was  con- 
aumed. 

The  bouse  having  been  thus  in  the  occupation  of 
the  United  States,  and,  in  consequence  of  that,  con- 
sumed by  accident,  which  no  one  whocti  duty  it  might 
have  been  to  take  care  of  it  could  control,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  damage  sustained  in 
consequence  thereof  should  be  paid  to  the  county,  to 
enable  them  to  rel  uild  the  house.  They  therefore  re- 
port by  bill. 

PETITION  OF  THOMAS  KEMP. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Kemp;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  early  in  the  year  1813,  the  petitioner  entered 
into  a  contract  with  the  Navy  Department  to  build 
I  wo  sloops-of-war,  "the  Erie  and  Ontario,"  at  Balti- 
more. The  sum  which  was  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  to  be  given  for  the  vessels  was  then  con- 
sidered by  the  petitioner  to  be  adequate  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  materials  and  labor,  and  afford  a  sufficient 
compensation  for  the  undertaking  ;  but  he  stales  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  British  naval  force  which  soon 
after  came  into  the  Chesapeake,  the  materials  out  of 
which  the  vessels  were  built  cost  him  a  much  larger 
sum  than  they  otherwise  would  have  done,  and  that 
he  has  sustained  a  loss  of  six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-three  dollars,  which  he  prays  may  be  paid 
him. 

In  making  this  contract,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  petitioner  considered  he  had  taken  sufficient  care 
of  himself ;  and  if  it  bad  turned  out,  upon  ihe  comple- 
tion of  the  contract,  that  he  had  made,  beyond  a  rea- 
sonable com[>ensation  for  his  labor,  care,  and  expenses, 
the  sum  of  money  in  question,  it  could  not  have  been 
expected  by  the  (lovernment  that  he  should  have  re- 
funded that  sum.  The  contract  should  be  reciprocal. 
All  that  can  be  expected  by  the  Government  i*.  that  it 
should  fairly  and  honeatly  comply  with  its  engage- 
ments. If  it  should  be  fortunate  enough  sometimes  to 
make  a  profitable  contract,  it  will  only  by  that  means 
supply  a  deficiency  often  prcxluced  by  bad  ones.  The 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not 
entitled  to  relief,  and  therefore  recommend  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution  : 

/^fio/rerf.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

.MEMORIAL  OK  GENERAL  HARRIHON. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  General  William  H.  Harrison,  soliciting  an 
inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  public  money 
within  the  8(h  military  district,  while  under  his 
command;  which  was  read. 

On  a  proposition  of  Mr.  McLean  to  refer  the 
letter  to  a  helect  committee,  a  short  discussion 
arose,  in  which  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Wright  sup- 
ported the  propriety  of  laying  it  on  the  table,  on 
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the  ground  that  it  would  be  impossible  now  for  a 
committee  to  discharge  such  a  duty  faiihlully  ; 
and  Mr.  McLean  maintained  his  own  motion. 
After  winch  the  leinr  was  relerred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures.  The  letter  is  as 
follows: 

North  BtNn,  (Ohio,) />«c.  20,  1815. 

Sia:  I  ebould  apologise  for  this  intrusion  upon  the 
time  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  if  I  oonsidered 
the  subject  upon  which  1  address  them  exclusively  of 
a  private  and  personal  nature.  Although  the  inveati- 
galion  I  solicit  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  myself. 
It  will,  I  conceive,  be  readily  admitted,  that  both  the 
national  honor  and  interesU  are  deeply  concerned  in 
the  result.  .My  object  is  to  obtain  an  inquiry  into  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  within  the  eighth  miliUry 
district  whilst  under  my  command,  and  particularly 
whatever  relates  to  the  supplies  of  provision  by  the 
special  commissaries  of  the  United  States,  and  under 
the  contract  of  .Messrs.  Orr  and  Grecly.  .My  reasons 
for  making  this  application,  and  the  particular  claim  I 
conceive  myself  to  have  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  of  Kopresentatives,  are  most  respectfully  sub- 
mitted to  them  through  you,  sir,  in  the  following  state- 
ment : 

Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  in  1814, 
I  was  informed  that  the  honorable  Mr.  FisK,the  chair- 
man of  a  committee  which  had  been  apjtointed  to  in- 
quire into   some  complaints  of  the  army  contractors, 
had  declared  to  one   of  the  Western  delegation   that 
documents  had  been  submitted  to  that  committee  which 
were  deeply  injurious  to  my  public  character.     I   im- 
mediately addressed  a  letter  to  .Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
demanding  an  explanation  of  this  declaration.     From 
the  answer  of  this  gentleman,  I  learned  that  I  had  mis- 
taken him  for  another  of  the  same  name,  a  representa- 
tive  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  who  was  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  alluded  to.     To  the  latter, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
a  similar  letter  was  sent.     In  his  answer  he   denied 
having  used  the  expresaiona  concerning  rac  which  had 
been  attributed  to  him,  but  admitted  that  he  had  formed 
an  opinion  not  very  favorable  to  me  from   the   state- 
ments which  had  been   made  to  the  committee,  sup- 
ported by  authentic  documents,  chiefly  my  own  letters, 
all  showing   a  wonderful  inconsistency  in   the  orders 
given  to  the  contractors  for   supplying  the  .\rmy  with 
provisions.     Being  perfectly  convinced  that  these  doc- 
uments were  very  artful  mutilations  of  my  letters   to 
the  contractors  and  the  Sccreury  of  War,  I  transmitted 
to  Mr.  FisR,  through  the  honorable  .Mr.  Hawkins,  of 
Kentucky,  all  the  original    letters   and   papers   in   my 
possession  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  supplies  I  had 
demanded  of  Orr  and  Grecly.     These  papers  were  ac- 
companied by  an  explanatory  statement  from  me,  and 
a  request  to  Mr.  Hi.wk.i.<<iB  to   bring   the   affair   before 
Congress,  should  he  deem  it  necessary  to  the  vindica- 
tion of  my  character.     It  was  not  until  very  late  in  the 
session  that  .Mr.  Fisk.  could  spare  a  moment  from  his 
public  duties  to  devote  to  my  affair.     In   the   answer, 
however,  with  which  he   honored   mc,  he  was   pleased 
to  express  much  satisfaction  at  the  information   con- 
tained in  my  memoir,  and   to   add,  that  "  if  the   docu- 
ments (which  accompanied  it)  had  been    exhibited  to 
the  committee  of  investigation  they  would,  he  was  per- 
Ruaded,  have  made  an  impression    upon    the   minds  of 
that  committee  different  from   that   produced   by  the 
imperlect  inlormalion  which  was  received."     That  a 
commiliee  should  have  thought  proper  to  investigate 


the  conduct  of  a  general  officer  commanding  an  army 
without  his  knowing  it,  and  to  suffer   their  minds  to 
receive  unfavorable  impressions  concerning  him,  upon 
the  imperfect  information  furnished  by  bis  enemies,  is, 
I  am  persuaded,   a   novel   procedure  with  the    Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  who  are  the  guardians  of  their 
rights  and  privileges.     I   am   confident,  however,  that 
the  committee  acted  from  no  previous  hostihly  to  me, 
and  I  attribute  their  conduct  to  inadvertency  produced 
by  the  pressure  of  important  business  at  that  momen- 
tous period  of  our  affairs,     It  is  nevertheless  certain, 
that  these  impressions  of  the  committee  have  been  com- 
municated to  others,  and  malice  and  hatred  have  given 
them  currency  in  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Union. 
To  resist  this  torrent  of  calumny,  I  have  no  alternative 
but  to  solicit  an  investigation.     If  the  granting  of  this 
favor  is  beyond  the  merits  of  an  officer  who  has  spent 
the  greatest  portion  of  his  life  in  the   service  of  the 
public,  it  will  be  accorded  to  the  claims  of  the  nation, 
and  to  the  vindication  of  the  honor  and  character  of 
the  country.     The  annals  of  the  late  war  will  not  re- 
cord the  treachery  of  a  second  Arnold,  but  they  will 
give  to  posterity  an  instance  of  miUtary  crime  scarcely 
less  detestable  than  that  foul  blot  in  our  Revolutionary 
history.     If  another  oficer  of  high  rank  and  trust  can 
be  truly  charged  with  a  crime  .so  disgraceful  as  that  of 
peculating  upon  the  funds  of  his  army,  it  will  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world  detract  largely  from  the  blaze 
of  renown  with  which  the  achievements  of  Brown  and 
Jackson  have  encircled  the  nation  ;  and  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  no  pains  should  be  spared  to  ascertain  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  individual  accused.     Under 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  country  was  placed  in 
the  late  war,  the  diversion  of  the  public  funds  to  indi- 
vidual purposes  would  have   been   equally  fatal  with 
treason,  and  inerita  punishment  as  severe.     For  myself, 
I  was  well  aware  that  the  Treasury  could  scarcely  an- 
swer the  weighty  demands  which  were  made  upon   it 
by  the  Military  Department;  and  knowing,  as  I  well 
did,  the  heroic  valor  of  our  countrymen,  in  common 
with   every  patriot,  I   believed  that   America  had  no 
cause  of  alarm  but  from  the  inadequacy  of  her  fiscal 
arrangementiJ.     To  some  it  may  appear  idle  to  speak 
of  punishing  a  man  for  a  military  crime  who  no  longer 
holds  a  military  commission.     The  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  do  this,  however,  is  in  ray  opinion   incon- 
trovertible.   The  principle  being  as  well  settled  as  any 
other  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  and  jurisdiction  of 
courts  martial,  which  are  derived  from   the  "  custom  of 
war."     It  was  the  practice  of  all  the  ancient  Rcpublica, 
and  in  England,  from  whence  we  derive  our  mihtary 
a%  well  aj>  our  civil  common  law  ;  the  precedent  was 
established  in  the  case  of  Lord  George  Sackville,  who, 
for  alleged  misconduct  at  the  battle  of  Minden,  was 
brought  before  a  military  tribunal  and  cashiered   long 
after  his  resignation  had  been  accepted.     If,  in  the  in- 
quiry I  solicit,  anything  should  appear  to  create  a  doubt 
as  to  the  purity  of  my  conduct  in  the  command  of  the 
army  that  was  intrusted  to  me,  let  a  court  martial  de- 
cide my  fate.     I  promise  most  solemnly  to  admit  its 
jurisdiction  and  abide  its  decision. 

I  make  this  application  to  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives  with  the  fullest  confidence  that  it  will  not  be  re- 
jected. It  18  the  only  reward  I  claim  for  a  long  course  of 
laborious  and  faithful  service.  The  greater  the  latitude 
which  is  given  to  the  inquiry,  the  better  shall  1  like  it; 
and  I  most  respectfully  request  that  it  may  embrace 
the  following  poinU:  Whether  any  supplies  were  ever 
demanded  by  me  of  the  contractors,  Orr  and  Greely, 
which  were  not  called  for  by  the  sUle  of  the  army, and 
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wtn^tcd  by  the  conditions  of  their  contract.  Whether 
any  Jfustice  was  i[>ne  to  the  said  Orr  and  Greely,  by 
asij  wJrr  given  byt  me  to  the  purchasing  or  special 
comi^-«farie8  of  thji  Army.  Whether  there  is  reason 
to  be|^,':e  that  any  pentiment  of  hostihty  existed  in  my 
raunf  towards  the  s^id  contractors,  and  which  operated 
injurfJtLf?ly  to  their  (interests,  either  by  forcing  them  to 
do  "wfwjt  wa5  unneijessary,  or  withholding  from  them 
anytf  iiig  that  they,  had  a  right  to  claim.  Whether 
ther.|>«  any  reasor  jto  believe  that  any  connexion  (other 
than;^^*t  which  th(»  relations  of  our  commissions  ne- 
ctssjk^ily  produced), existed  between  myself  and  any  of 
the  (^n  officers  of  Jthe  Army.  And,  generally,  what- 
ever S'^latcs  to  the  Expenditure  of  public  money  for  the 
Bupn^t.  of  the  Northwestern  army,  as  far  as  I  may 
havij^e^n  concerntd. 

T^fi'  points  wilj  embrace  everything  that  any  but 
a  mf^?y  tribunal  i|  competent  to  decide.  The  inquiry 
w)ll,?y  Irust,  prodi^ce  a  perfect  conviction  that  the 
meat'Vqs  which  w^re  adopted  were  those  alone  by 
whicti^the  subsistence  of  the  Army  could  have  been 
ascen.iiicd.  ; 

il  )^f  forwarded  to  the  Representative  of  the  district 
in'NHi-h  I  live,  a  number  of  original  documents,  with 
an  K^flonatory  statement.  These,  together  with  the 
teirtijj^rjy  of  Colonel  Morrison,  late  quartermaster  gen- 
eral. A^d  Mr.  Piatt,  ;late  purchasing  commissary,  both 
of  w»^tB  will  be  at  (he  Seat  of  Government,  will  fur- 
nithlA'Ary  informatjon  necessary  to  my  vindication. 

l?^ilhthe  highest'/ consideration.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  e^j  Jour  humbhe-'  servant, 

•  jj  i  \\\\l.  HENRV  HARRISON. 

2  '       L.ate  Miijor  General  in  the  V.  .V.  Army. 

U,>fthe  " 
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House  'ff  Ktpresen  tat  i  oes . 


jj;    ALLEGJ:D  DEFALCATION. 

T|i  Speaker  laid   before  the   House  a  letter 

froti^^Villiam  Siijimond,  late  Ace  nintant  of  the 
WaiiJ^epartmenj,  stating  certain  defalcations 
and  |>»i<>appUcaiiup  of  public  moneys  by  Colonel 
Jarajn"  Thotnas.  lile  a  (iuartermaster  General  in 
the  limy;  also  (^rtain  alleged  improper  reduc- 
tion: f.y  the  Treaiury  officers,  of  the  amount  due 
by  (  i^Jpnei  Thorijas  to  the  Government;  and  a 
beiifc  t^iat  all  waj  not  fair,  which  had  prevented 
the  j^orapt  comtfcunication  of  the  inlorraation 
call*' S  for  by  iheiHous3  from  the  President  oo 
the  >  ^Xh  ultimo.  | 

M  ;McKee  mc^ired  that  the  letter  be  referred 
to  a  il«?ct  coramirtee,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
suDsvfid  papers,   i 

T  1^  motion  produced  a  debate  of  considerable 
scop. -and  duratic^.  Mr.  Forsyth  moved  that 
the  iiter  » e  laidjon  the  table,  in  which  he  was 
supjj  jrted  by  MeArs.  Whioht,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land.^.nd  Alexa.-^der;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
McI^Ie,  Sheffetj  Stantond,  Grosvenor.  Pit- 
kin, i^d  Hllberj. 

T»l  debate  wa^'confined  chiefly  to  the  charac- 
tei  ifcd  motives  o*"  Mr.  Simmons,  the  character 
of  CKonel  Thorns^,  &c.  It  was  argued  in  favor 
or  laiiog  the  leti^er  on  the  table,  that  inf  jrma- 
lion  5jjp  this  subject  had  already  beeu  called  lor 
fronoftl^e  proper  pepartment  by  a  re.<olution  of 
this  Bouse,  whichfwas  hourly  expected,  and  then 
coulgbe  properly, acted  on;  that  the  letter  itself 


was  couched  in  indecorous  and  insolent  terms, 
and  was  not  entitled  to  any  respect;  that  it  was 
improper  to  countenance  individuals  in  bringing 
their  private  quarrels  and  venting  their  spleen 
before  Congress;  that  from  the  character  of  the 
writer  his  statement  ought  not  to  be  received  as 
true  on  his  single  evidence ;  and  the  reference  to  a 
committee  of  such  statements  so  introduced  would 
invite  a.repetition  of  such  communications  ;  and 
that  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  was 
too  great  to  be  lightly  granted,  dtc. 

In  favor  of  referring  the  letter  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  inquiry,  it  was  argued — 
that  every  person  who  came  before  the  House  on 
a  puWic  concern,  was  entitled  to  a  hearing ;  that 
an  inquiry  at  a  former  session  had  disclosed  fraud 
iu  the  individual  accused  by  Mr.  Simmons,  and 
gave  color  to  the  charge.^  now  made  in  the  let- 
ter;  that  everything  calculated  to  awaken  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  so  important 
was  salutary  and  ought  to  be  li>lened  to  ;  that 
the  letter  contained  nothing  offensive  to  decorum; 
that  the  character  of  Mr.  Simmons  njenied  no 
disrespect,  and  that  the  character  of  Colonel  Tho- 
mas iiimself  required  the  reference,  &c. 

On  these  points  the  debate  was  very  diffuse  ; 
and  after  it  had  continued  about  two  hours. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKee,  a  resolution  was 
agreed  to,  creating  a  committee  of  live  members 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  accounts  rendered 
and  settled  by  James  Ttioinas.  late  a  Deputy 
(Quartermaster,  and  also  to  examine  all  accounts 
connected  therewith,  and  that  said  committee 
have  power  to  send  for  |>erson3  and  papers. 

Mr.  McKee,  Mr.  Sheffey.  Mr.  Hall.  Mr. 
GoLD3BOROUGH.and  Mr.  Savage,  were  appointed 
the  .^aid  corainiltee. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  theu  resumed  the  cousideration  of 
the  Bank  bill. 

The  House  successively  concurred  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
without  objection,  until  it  reached  that  which 
substituted  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  as  the  sec- 
ond cash  instalment  to  the  bank,  instead  of  live. 

Mr.  Calhol.n  repeated  the  objections  that  he 
made  in  the  committee  to  this  amendment,  and 
moved  that  the  House  disagree  tliereto.  with  the 
view  hereafter  of  making  the  sum  ten  dollars. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, m  justification  of  the  amendment;  it  wis 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  that  amendment 
of  the  coa.mittee  which  restrained  the  Govern- 
ment from  appointing  more  than  three  of  the 
directors  from  any  one  State. 

This  amendment  was  objected  to  in  a  few 
words  by  Mr.  Telfair,  and  opposed  also  by  Mr. 
Robertson  at  some  lengiii.  who  wished  the 
clause  restored  to  its  original  siate. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, in  favor  of  the  amendment,  it  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  next  amendment  considered,  was  that 
which  added  the  word  "native"  to  a  clause  of 
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the  bill,  and  thereby  excluded  from  the  direction 
naturalized  citizens. 

Mr.  Calholn  opposed  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  on  the  ground  formerly  stated  ;  and 
Mr.  Randolph  again  advocated  it  in  <>.  short 
speech  ;  when 

The  decision  of  the  committee  was  reversed, 
and  the  word  "native"  rejected — ayes  44.  noes  67. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was  then 
so  amended,  after  a  short  discussion,  in  which 
Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  opposed  the  motion,  as 
to  make  il  equally  compulsory  and  penal  on  the 
bank  to  pay  its  deposiies  in  specie,  as  its  notes  or 
bills. 

When  the  House  arrived  at  the  amendment 
providing  .^auctions  for  compelling  the  bank  to 
perform  its  engagements — 

Mr.  Wrigtt  made  a  motion  substantially  to 
strike  out  the  clause  which  makes  the  charter 
forfeitable,  in  case  of  the  non-payment  of  specie, 
and  thereby  leave  only  the  penalty  of  paying  ten 
per  cent,  on  their  notes  if  not  so  paid. 

A  debate  commenced  on  this  motion,  which 
continued  until  near  5  o'clock,  without  a  decision, 
when  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  12. 

Mr.  Clopton  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  Virginia, 
praying  that,  if  the  National  Bank  should  be  es- 
tablished, a  branch  thereof  may  be  fixed  in  the 
said  city. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  L0WNDE8.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage  and  to  provide  suitable 
buildings  for  transacting  the  busiues-s  of  the  cus- 
toms ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  Revenue. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
"relating  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  without 
amendment;"  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  ex{>ediency  of  making  provi- 
sion by  law  for  the  renewal  of  defaced  Treasury 
notes. 

Oq  moiioB  of  Mr.  Comstock.  the  Committee 
UD  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  augment- 
lAg  the  pensions  allowed  by  law  to  those  private 
soldiers  who  have  suffered  the  amputation  of 
either  of  their  arms  or  leg>.  by  reason  of  wounds 
received  in  the  service  during  the  late  war. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  21st  ultimo,  re- 
specting the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  several 
of  the  States  to  reimbursement  of  moneys  ex- 
pended by  them  in  calling  out  and  supporting 
militia  witheut  the  sanction  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 


lief of  John  T.  Wirt,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ••  providing 
for  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  ihe  Su° 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  ;"  also  a  bill 
'•  concerning  the  Library  of  Congress  ;"  in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day. 
being  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  National  Bank  bill.  The  motion  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  an  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee,  which  makes  the  charter  forfeitable 
for  non-payment  of  its  notes  in  specie,  being  still 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Calhoun  supported  the  motion  to  amend 
the  amendment.  It  was  with  much  reluctance. 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  he  opposed  any  provision  which 
the  House  had  deemed  necessary  to  perfect  the 
bill ;  but  in  the  present  instance  he  was  compelled 
to  make  an  objection.  The  fundamental  charac- 
ter of  this  bank  was,  that  it  should  pay  its  notes 
in  gold  or  silver  coin,  and  a  sufficient  penalty  was 
provided  to  effect  that  end.  It  is  a  good  rule  in 
law,  said  Mr.  C,  that  where  you  attach  a  sepa- 
rate penally  to  a  particular  violation  of  a  law. 
you  weaken  the  general  penalty;  and.  as  he 
thought  the  general  penalty  would  attach  in  the 
case  without  this  special  provision,  which  would, 
therefore,  weaken  the  general  sanctions  of  the 
bill,  he  hoped  it  would  be  stricken  out. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee,  by  mating  the  in- 
terest demandable  on  the  notes  of  the  bank,  in 
case  of  refusal  to  pay  specie,  twenty  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  ten. 

Mr.  Calhol'n  repeated  the  reluctance  with 
which  he  objected  to  any  motion  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  made  it,  would  im- 
prove the  bill ;  but  he  thought  that  even  the  pro- 
priety of  ten  per  cent,  contemplated  by  the  bill 
was  very  questionable,  as  he  doubted  whether 
that  provision  might  not  produce  combinations 
against  the  bank,  which  were  so  anxiously  guard- 
ed against.  Every  man  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject knows,  that  no  bank  can  at  all  times  possess 
the  means  of  meeting  a  general  run  upon  it;  and 
he  submitted  it  to  the  House,  whether  such  a 
provision  as  was  now  proposed  would  not  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  institution,  by  inviting  a  run  upon 
It.  and  thereby  producing  a  suspension  of  pay- 
ment. He  admitted  that  it  was  all-imnortant  to 
the  benefit  anticipated  from  the  bank,  that  it 
should  pay  its  notes,  at  all  times,  in  specie;  and 
he  thought  that  end  already  secured  by  other 
sanctions  sufficiently  guarded.  This  bank,  said 
Mr.  C,  is  no  more  than  a  part  of  the  commercial 
community  in  which  it  is  established,  an  i  any 
embarrassment  of  the  bank  must  press  also  on  the 
whole  commercial  community;  that  community 
would  be  the  first  to  give  way  in  such  a  case,  and 
this  would  produce  a  run  on  the  bank,  and  com- 
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)ie)  \he  stoppage^r  payment.     If  the  amendment 

wo  ^(i  produce  ^greater  certainty  of  specie  pay- 


nifl'^5'.  It  might  !^e  proper;  but  believing  that  it 

object,  and   produce  that 
ended    to   guard   against,    he 


ir^j  own 


It 
wh 

CO 
qu 

tie 


iDi    i^t  defeat 

wh  jh   it    wasJQtet 

ihijy^^jht  it  dangerous 

}i).  Wahd.  oi]  Massachusetis,  was  in  favor  of 
theV^mendment.{  He  thought  Mr.  Caluodn  had 
ovei^atcd  the  tiiiichiefs  which  might  possibly  en- 
sueyvrom  its  adcption.  Mr.  W.  believed  that  no 
perjbq  would  resLrt  ic  the  penalty,  unless  where 
thenjank  might?  exceed  a  temporary  refusal  to 
pajftts  notes.  If  the  bank  declined  payment  for 
a  sRrt  time  on!)},  there  was  no  person  who  would 
perfaptorily  go  lo  law  for  the  penally,  and  there 
waLtio  danger  n|  the  combination  predicted.  It 
wal^is  opinion  that  the  provision  would  be  ben- 
eficQil  to  the  bati>i.  by  the  character  it  would  give 
S  a  specie  lisink,  the  superior  consequence 
h  it  would  l)f  course  possess  throughout  the 
Hry,  and  ihi|  great  business  it  would  conse- 
ily  be  enabif'd  to  do. 

<Sr.  RANDOLrfc  said,  thp  argument  of  the  gen- 
n  from  S(^uth  Carolina.  (Mr.  Calhoun.) 
very  powerful  objection  to  the  principle  of 
thiLfill,  but  noQi'  again^t  the  amendment;  it  was 
an  Argument  which  he  had  been  keeping  in  re- 
serljif  for  ai.othey  stage  of  the  bill.  He  had  no 
obwiplion  to  takei fifteen  per  cent,  as  the  penalty, 
bufjic  preferred  twenty  ibr  another  reason.  The 
tia£ious  conduct  of  the  banks  for  some  time 
bac-R  bad  proved  that  they  could  make  ten  per 
rergmore  than  jheir  fair  profits;  and  his  object 
waiJo  make  the'damages  surpass  any  profits  the 
bac^ could  make^by  refusing  to  pay  specie.  We 
oucj^t,  he  said,  jo  remember  certain  surplusses 
,h  the  banks'on  particular  occasions  distrib- 
iin  addition  !io  the  declared  dividends,  and  it 
A>ioper  in  ih^s  case  to  guard  against  specula- 
^'f  this  kindjj  All  banking  institutions  were 
ip  their  desire  lo  swell  their  profits  to  the 
?t  extent,  ."owscever  correct  and  virtuous 
rectors  mi^^^ht  be  in  their  private  characters; 
t!  would  guard  against  every  public  robber 
ry  grade,  sjhether  he  be  a  Governor  Gene- 
India  or  a  Fhgshol  highwayman.  He  would 
ft  out  of  ih^x  power  of  this  bank  to  commit 
ison  the  cciLnraunity,  without  ruin  lo  itself. 
LetVjhe  penalty  tie  ample,  said  Mr.  R. ;  make  the 
banl'St  good  on(),.and  ihere  is  no  danger  of  their 
bei^  unable  alyvays  to  nay  specie. 

'^te  question  -on  making  the  penalty  twenty 
ips^tj  often  ptjhcent.  was  then  negatived. 

'n,»*  Huu'e  tli»*Q  proceeded  wiili  the  remaining 
amk^draents  of' ;ihe  Commillee  of  the  Whole; 
tfieli^fisideraiioti.  and  decision  on  which  having 
b«;ejp'-c\jmpleied-t- 
"*it.  Calhoc.-^  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  fix- 
i^amount:6f  the  second  cash  payment  at 
astead  of  ^'^.as  it  stood  in  the  bill.  This  be- 
[Teed  to,  aujl  some  other  minor  motions  be- 
i»posed  of-s 

.[  WEBSTir    moved    to   amend   the   clause 
4  declares  <hat    the   bank   may  sue  and  be 
/[■in  ail  coui!   whatsoever,"  by  designating 
jjate  courtat. 


Mr.  Hall  asked,  if  it  woald  be  not  belter,  be- 
fore this  motion  was  acted  on,  to  inquire  a  little 
whether  Congress  have  the  power  to  grant  juris- 
diction to  the  Slate  courts,  which,  in  some  ca^es, 
ihey  had  refused  to  exercise,  he  thought  properly, 
and  the  constitutionality  of  which  was  very 
doubtful. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  the  question  was  an  im- 
portant one;  but  this  was  not  the  first  time  Con- 
gress had  legislated  on  it.  though  the  courts  of 
Virginia  had  resisted  their  jurivdiction.  With- 
out, however,  discussing  the  question  at  present, 
Mr.  W.  said,  the  bill  was  just  as  objectionable  as 
It  stood,  because  it  gave  the  bank  the  power  to 
appear  in   "all  courts  whatsoever." 

After  some  further  discussion  between  Messrs. 
Calhocn,  Wright.  Wilde,  and  Grosvenor.  on 
the  propriety  of  granting  juri'^diction  to  the  State 
courts  specifically,  the  quesiion  was  taken,  and 
the  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  Root  then  renewed  the  motion  he  hud  un- 
successfully made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  reduce  the  rate  at  which  six  per  cent,  stock  is 
to  be  received  in  subscriptions  to  the  bank,  from 
par  to  ninety  per  cent.  Mr.  R.  repeated  briefly 
his  reasons  for  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  his 
objections  to  il ;  when,  after  some  remarks  in 
support  of  il  by  Mr.  Ross,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  34,  nays 
lOG.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messn.  Adgtte,  Baker,  Bennett,  Betts.  Bird- 
sail,  Brooks,  Burnaide,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
(^orastock,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Dariirgton,  Desha, 
Habn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Lyie,  .Mayrant,  Mc- 
Lean of  Ohio,  Root,  RoB»,  Savage,  8mith  of  Virginia, 
Southard,  Sunford,  Throop,  Town»iend,  WaJlace, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Whiteside,  and  WilliamB. 

N*i8 — Messrs.  Alexander,  .\iherton,  Baer,  Bar- 
bour, Bassett,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Cady,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  CUrke  of 
North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin,  Con- 
diet,  Conner,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Davenport,  Edwards,  Forney,  Gaston,  Ciholson,  Gold, 
Goldsborough,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Har- 
din, Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Hun- 
gerford,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Kinp  of  Maa- 
sachusetu,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Love,  Lovett.  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Marsh, 
.Mason,  .McCoy.  .McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mid- 
dleton,  Milnor,  Moore,  Moaeley,  Iklurfree,  Nelson  oJ 
Massachusetts,  Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pickering, 
Piper,  i'llkin,  Keed,  Robertson,  Rugglcs  Sergeant, 
Sbarpe,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Stearns,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tel- 
fair,-Thomas,  Vose,  Ward  of  MassachuselU,  WebsUr, 
Wendover,  Whealon,  Wilcox.  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Thomas 
Wilson,  WiUiam  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yan- 
cey, and  Yates. 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  a  new  section  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  apply  the  bonus 
arising  to  the  Government  from  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  bank  to  the  internal  improvement  of 
the  country  ;  and  to  avoid  any  contention  about 
ihe  part  of  the  country  in  which  lo  commence 
the  work,  Mr.  H.  taid  he  would  leave  that  to  the 
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decision  of  a  future  Congress.  The  bonus  he 
thought,  would  afford  from  year  to  year  as  much 
as  could  be  easily  employed,  and  by  the  end  of 
twenty  years,  when  the  charier  would  expire,  the 
proceeds  would  have  accomplished  every  object 
of  improvement  which  would  be  proper  for  the 
General  Government  to  attempt. 

Mr.  Calhoun  declared  his  approbation  of  the 
object,  but  feared  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
raight'drive  off  some  who  would  otherwise  sup- 
port the  bill.  Unfortunately  for  us,  he  said, 
there  was  not  a  unanimous  feeling  in  favor  of 
JDlernal  improvement,  some  believing  this  not 
the  proper  time  tu  commence  ihat  work;  and 
such  a  provision  might  deprive  the  bill  ol  some 
friends,  which  at  present  was  the  main  object  of 
his  solicitude. 

Mr.  Hall  thought  this  the  mo«:t  proper  mo- 
ment for  commencing  the  gr«  at  work  of  internal 
improvement;  but  if  he  thought  his  amendment 
would  draw  off  any  support  from  ihe  bill,  he 
would  not  urge  it.  He  believed,  however,  it 
would  produce  a  different  effect,  and  would  gaiu 
friends  for  the  bill,  who  otherwise  would  not  vote 
for  it.  His  principal  reason  for  wishing  to  pro- 
vide for  his  object  in  this  bill,  was  that  it  would 
then  be  sanctioned  by  a  charter,  and  not  revo- 
cable, dec. 

Mr.  Ghobvenor  had  no  objection  to  tne  ap- 
plication of  the  bonus  in  the  way  proposed,  but 
he  disapproved  of  providing  for  ilie  object  in  this 
bill.  Government  might  hereafter  wish,  for  va- 
rious reasons,  to  get  rid  of  its  stock  in  the  bank, 
but  It  would  be  precluded  from  doing  so,  if  this 
amendment  was  adopted.  There  was  no  good 
reason  for  aitaching  it  to  this  bill,  because  if  a 
majority  of  the  House  were,  as  he  hoped  they 
were,  friendly  to  internal  improvements,  they 
could  act  on  the  subject  separately. 

Mr.    Wright    and    Mr.    Wilde   successively 
offered  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

The  amendment   was  rejected  by  a  consider- 
able majority. 

Mr.  CoNDtcT  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
substituting  "  New  York"  for  '•  Philadelphia,"  in 
the  clause  which  fixed  the  location  of  the  bank. 
It  was,  Mr.  C.  remarked,  unnecessary  to  say  any- 
thing as  lo  the  considerations  which  ought  to 
prevail  in  fixing  a  bank  for  commercial  purposes. 
He  would  merely  remark,  that  in  addition  lo  the 
superior  commerce  of  New  York,  the  bank  in 
that  city  would  serve  the  financial  purposes  of 
the  Government,  as  well  as  it  could  at  Philadel- 
phia. In  the  latter  city  he  believed,  moreover, 
there  was  already  a   plenty  of  bank  capital. 

Mr.  Calhou.x  observed  that  this  was  a  ques- 
tion on  which,  he  presumed,  all  had  made  up 
their  minds;  and  it  would  be  superfluous  lo  say 
anything  on  it.  He  hoped,  however,  the  motion 
would  not  prevail.  The  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  established  at  Philadelphia,  and  he 
would  prefer  thai  city  for  the  present  instiiuiion. 
Mr.  Robertson  said  thai  Mr.  Calhoun's  rea- 
son for  preferring  Philadelphia,  if  it  bad  any 
weight  ai  all.  operated  again.>-t  himself;  for  the 
old  bank  having  been  fixed  in  Philadelphia,  was 


an  argument  for  placing  this  bank  in  some  other 
city,  that  the  benefits  mighi  not  be  given  to  one 
pl.Tce  alone;  besides,  if  the  bank  was  taken  from 
the  Seat  of  Government,  to  place  it  in  a  more 
commercial  situation,  it  ought  to  be  fixed  tn  that 
city  which  was  most  commercial.  But  he  had 
another  objection    in   this  case  tu  Philadelphia, 


and.  with  him,   the 


strongest 


one  ;  this  was,  ihe 


hostility  of  the  Representatives  of  that  city  to 
the  bank  itself.  He  would  not  consent  lo  impose 
upon  a  place  an  institution  which  wassoodiou^ 
10  them.  &c. 

Mr.  Wright  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motiou. 
and  incidentally  urged  the  high  claims  of  Balti- 
more and  of  Washington  ciiy. 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK  argued  in  favor  ot  New  York, 
as  possessing  superior  commercial  advantages, 
and  ihe  propriety  of  selecting  that  city  for  a  bank 
intended  to  aid  commerci.nl  activity. 

The  motion  lo  strike  out  Philadelphia  and  in- 
sert New  York  was  then  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive :  For  the  motion  70, against  it  04. 

Mr.  Atherton,  with  a  view  to  restrain  at- 
tempts to  speculate  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  by 
per.Nons  subscribing  for  more  than  they  could 
pay  for,  and  selling  it  afterwards  at  an  advanced 
price,  and  to  make  all  the  subscriptions  bnnajide 
ones,  moved  substantially  to  amend  the  bill  by 
providing  thai  in  apportioning  the  shares,  no  sub- 
scription should  be  reduced  as  long  as  there  was 
on  ihe  list  a  larger  subscription. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, who  ihoughl  the  provision  would  be  inef- 
feciu;il  and  was  unnecessary,  the  amendment  was 
adopted — ayes  07,  noes  43. 

Mr.  Mayrant  offered  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  allow  ihe  five  directors 
appointed   by   the  Government  each  a  salary  ot 

dollars,  and  to  prevent  their  obtaining  any 

loan  or  accommodation  from  the  bank. 

In  support  of  his  proposition,  Mr.  M.  spoke  at 
some  length.     He  adverted  lo  the  immense  funds 
of  the  Government  which  would  pass  through 
this  bank,  amounting   annually   to    ihe  sura   of 
twenty-five  millions,  exclusive  of  the  slock  owned 
therein  by  the  Government.     We  were  entering 
into  partnership,  he  said,  with  persons  unknown 
to  us,  and  about  to  place  in  their  hands  the  im- 
mense revenues  of  the  country.     It  was  indispen- 
sable, therefore,  thai  the  Government  should  not 
only  have  a  strong  influence  in  the  bank,  but  lU 
directors  oughl  t>o  be  made   independent,  and,  &s 
far  as  possible,  placed  beyond  the  temptalioo  of 
betraying  their  trusts  ;  he   would  make  them  in- 
deed as  independent  as  the  judges.  ^Mr.M. quoted 
examples  from  many  couninesin  Europe  to  prove 
the  necessity  of  giving  the  Government  greater 
influence  in  ihe  bank,  which,  in  none  ot   the  in- 
stances he  cited,  had  ever  been  injurious  to  the 
prosperity  of  those  institutions. 

Mr.  Calhoun  replied  ihai  his  colleague  s  ob- 
ject could  not  be  effected  by  his  amendment  > 
because,  if  the  directors  were  precluded  from  bor- 
rowincr  from  liie  bank,  direcily,  they  could  bor- 
row in  the  name  and  through  the  medium  of 
some  friend.    Mr.  C.  remarked,  further,  that  the 
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saC^t^  offered  most  be  very  large  to  induce  a  com- 
nftefoUl  man  of  »iQy  standing  to  forego  the  bene- 
fiihf  the  bank* 

|»^r.  MayranJ-  thought  a  salary  of  three  thoa- 
iak^  dollars  wc^ild  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to 
rtB  well  quaURed  for  the  direction,  to  relinquish 
ihi^'nvilege  of  borrowing  from  the  bank.  After 
«(>»»«  further  obifervalions,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Cal- 

Ir.  MayranV's  motion  to  amend  the  bill  was 
l-ttived,  witTi^ut  a  division.  % 

'he  only  reuiaining  motion,  meriting  particu- 
'^  police,  wa^'byMr.  Atherton,  who  moved 
il;  ^  \he  rate  at  ,which  the  3  per  cent,  stock  shall 
b^  ►--tfceived  {of.  subscription,  shall  be  reduced 
fr:  i|i|65  to  50  ^r  cent. 

'J,l„„   .i-Ko...:  „„o..«,^   ^r,    .uio   motion,    which 


orae  debate'*  ensued  on    this 

qot  conclujA'd,  when  the  House  adjourned. 


i 


■  I 


"i  W^d.nesday,  March  13. 

J^L  ChappEi^,  from  the  Committee  on 


Pen- 
M:  and  Revi^lutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
or»J»l}e  petiiioBA  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy 
Sfifetir,  which  uas  read  ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a 
biS^'ir  the  reliej  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy 
S-\*6r;  which  Ivas  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a1f?tjnmittee  otjthe  Whole. 

Kr^  Sergea-:4t,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jti^ciary,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  the 
ju'^cial  system  jf  the  United  States;  which  was 
't-a*  iwice,  anilfcommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 

wir-oje.         ; 

■tf  he  bill  fronci  the  Senate,  '■  concerning  the  Li- 
htS)'  of  Congress."  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
tef 'to  a  Comnifttee  of  the  Whole. 

ghe  bill  froiHi  the  Senate,  -providing  for  the 
pfitcation  of  l|ie  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
ow^n<i  United  tjtates,"  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
r<^  to  the  Con^mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

%^  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
(iM  the  Senai^  have  passed  a  bill  '"for  the  relief 
o^ijeorge  Ro!^ier,  and  others,"  in  which  they 
»j  ^-Phe  concurrence  of  this  House. 

*'.»  f^ATIONAL  BANK. 

.^I>e  House  look  up  the  National  Bank  bill. 
\f|^ATHERT0j«|3  motion  to  make  the  rate  of  sub- 
'i'.'rf'ing  the  th!i*ee  per  cent,  stock  "fifty"  instead 
ol^f*ixty-five,"  per  cent,  being  still  under  con- 
M<*ifiition,  thiiii  nfotion  was  negatived;  and  Mr. 
A",  iiibsequent^;*  moved  to  receive  the  three  per 
trjiljw  at  ••  siityi'!  instead  of  '*  sixty-five"  per  cent., 
WiiC^h  was  alsu' negatived — 88  to  55. 

■>»(|r.  CLE?<DEN.>riN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
oi-i'fsterday.  ♦fhich  fixed  the  principal  bank  at 
th^Ciity  of  Ne»^  York.  This  motion  produced  a 
do^te  of  somt  length  and  considerable  anima 


ti«»^;  Messrs.. ^.-niTK,  of  Maryland,  and  Wright 
aptyc  in  favor. 'of  the  reconsideration,  and  inci- 
<i»v6»Ily  urged,  the  claims  of  Baltimore  to  the 
po<Jession  of  tt^e  mother  bank.  Messrs.  Hopkin- 
"oJ-S^^RGEANti  Calhou.n.  PicKBRi.xG.  Ros3,  and 
Is'^  JAM,  likewise  advocated  the  reconsideration, 
fHii  ihe  claira:^|of  Philadelphia  ;  those  who  snoke 
tafJttst  the  rec  Jasideration,  and  of  course  in  la 


lavor 


of  New  York,  were  Messrs.  Condict,  Southard 
Root,  Taylor,  of  New  York,  Robertson,  Gros- 
VENOR,  Gold,  and  Hulbert. 

The  question  was  finally  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  81.  nays  65,  as  follows  : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Baer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Baxsett,  Bate- 
maii,  Blount,  Breckenridge,  Burntide,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
pell,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Cuthbert,  DarUngton,  Desha,  Forney,  For- 
syth, Gholson,  Goldsborough,  Uoodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn, 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger, 
Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jcwett,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
Lyie,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleten,  Milnor,  Moore, 
Nelson  of  Va.,  Newton,  Pickens.  Pickering,  Pinkney, 
Piper,  Randolph,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Sharpe,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  .Maryland,  Smith  of  Va.,  Stan- 
ford, Taggart,  Tate,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina, 
Telfair,  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace,  Whiteside.  Wilcox, 
Wilde,  Thomas  Wilson.  William  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Wright,  and  Vancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Atherton,  Belts,  Birdsall, 
Bosi!,  Bradbury,  Brown,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Croche- 
ron,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Edwards,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Grosvenor.  Hammond,  Hardin,  Henderson,  Hulbert, 
Irving  of  New  Vork,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Lang- 
don.  Law,  Lorett,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason,  Moseley,  Mur- 
free.  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Noyes,Ormsby,  Pitkin, 
Reed,  Robertson,  Root,  Ruggles,  Savage.  Southard, 
Steams.  Strong,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Thomas,  Throop,  Townsend,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ward  of  New  York,  Wcndover,  Wheaton, 
Wilkin,  Williams,  Willoughby,  and  Yates. 

Mr.  Wright  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
substitute  Baltimore.  And  the  House  then  struck 
out  '-New  York,"  and  repla.ed    "  Philadelphia." 

Mr.  Root,  after  observing  that  the  State  of 
New  York  possessed  a  considerable  portion  of 
United  States  three  per  cent,  stock,  and  wishing, 
as  the  Legislature  of  that  State  was  now  in  ses- 
sion, if  so  disposed,  to  subscribe  that  stock  io  the 
bank,  moved  to  insert  the  word  'States,"  in  the 
clause  permitting  companies  or  corporations  to 
subscribe;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  restore  to  Congress  the 
power  of  increasing  the  capital  of  the  bank  to 
forty-five  millions — [the  clause  which  granted  to 
Congress  the  power  of  increasing  the  capital  to 
fifty  millions  was  stricken  out,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, in  Committee  of  the  Whole.]  Mr.  W, 
supported  his  motion  with  a  variety  of  remarks 
on  the  impropriety  of  tying  up  the  hands  of  the 
Government  for  twenty  years,  and  prohibiting 
it  by  charter  from  legislating  according  to  the 
growth  of  our  population,  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try, dec.  He  concluded  by  requiring  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  refused  ;  and  then  his  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  bill  was  rejected,  only  nine  or 
ten  rising  in  its  favor. 

Some  other  motions,  not  requiring  particular 
mention,  being  disposed  of — 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  renew  a 
motion  which  he  had  made  without  success  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  which  he  should 
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not  again  offer,  if  he  did  not  conceive  thai  his 
former  attempt  was  decided  under  au  incorrect 
view  of  the  subject.  Mr.  McL.  then  moved  a 
clause  to  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  establishment  of 
a  branch  of  the  bank  in  any  Siate.  unless  such 
branch  should  be  accepted  by  a  law  of  the  State. 
Mr.  McL.  supported  his  proposition  at  some 
length;  showing,  by  facts,  the  injury  which 
might  result  to  some  States  extensively  inter- 
ested in  their  own  banks,  by  forcing  a  branch  of 
the  National  Bank  upon  them.  This  was  the 
case  in  Kentucky,  where  the  S^e  owned  a  great 
portion  of  the  stock  of  the  StateBank,  which  was 
very   prosperous 


and  its  stocks  very  profitable ; 


and,  Mr.  McL.  said,  lie  was  unwilling  to  put  it  in 
the  power  of  any  twenty-five  men  to  impose  upon 
that  State,  without  us  consent,  an  institution 
which  might  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  its  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  Calhoun  replied  briefly,  that  this  motion 
appeared  to  involve  an  inquiry  into  the  Consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  to  establish  banks  in 
the  States.     This  was  a  question  which  he  had 
wished  to  avoid  on  the  present  occasion,  and   he 
should  decline  saying  anything  on  it.     When  the 
necessity   arose   lor   discussing  the  question,  he 
should  be  prepared  to  meet  it. 
Mr.  McLean's  motion  was  negatived. 
Mr.  PiTXiN  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  entirely  the  provision   which   gives 
the  President  and  Senate  the  power  of  appoioting 
five  of  the  directors,   and    thereby    leaving    the 
whole  direction  to  be  chosen  by  the  corporation. 
Mr.  P.  went  intoageneral  investigation  of  this 
question,  the  arguments  on  which  were  so  fully 
given  when  before   the  Committee.     In   support 
of  his  motion  he  said,  that,  with  ail  the  interest 
of  the  Government  in  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  appointed  none  of  the  directors,  yet  there 
was  no  complaint  ever  iieard  of  the  public  con- 
cerns being  mumaaaged  by  that  bank.     If  there 
was  no  necessity  lor  exerci.«ing  the  power  in  that 
baok,  he  argued  there  wa>  none  for  it  in  the  pres- 
ent one.    Neither  the  safekeeping  of  its  lieposiles, 
nor  the  care  of  its  interest  in  the  bank,  required 
the  Government   to   possess  the   power,   because 
there  would  necessarily  always  l>€  a  close  con- 
nexion between    the  bank   and   the  Government, 
produced    by  the  stronge.-.t   of  motives — interest. 
If  the  power,  then,  was  not  necessary  for  any  use- 
ful purpose,  he  would  not  willingly  risk  any  dan- 
ger from  the  possibility  of  the  power  being  con- 
verted into  an  engine  of  oppression  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government    He  argued,  that  it  was  prob- 
able but    few   directors   would    b<    appointed    in 
Philadelphia  by  the  stockholders;  that  seven  be- 
ing sufiScient  to  do  business,  and  the  Government 
directors  being  always  on   the  spot,  they  might 
frequently  constitute  a  majority  of  the  board,  and 
be  able  to  wield  the   bank  as  they  pleased.     No 
man,  he  was  confident,  would  embaik  his  money 
in  a  banking  concern   wj^en  one  of  the  partners 
bad  the  absolute  appointment  of  one-fifth  of  the 
directors.     Mr.  P.  concluded  by  declaring  that,  if 
the  provision  objected  to  was  not  stricken  out,  he 
should  be  compelled  to  vote  agaiost  the  bill. 


Mr.  Calhocn  rose,  not  to  argue  the  motioa, 

because  it  had  been  fully  discussed  in  Commit- 
tee, but  only  to  express  his  regret  at  the  determi- 
nation declared  by  Mr.  Pitkin.  He  was  aware 
that  great  difference  of  opinion  existed  on  this 
subject,  and  that  great  difficulties  must  be  en- 
countered in  maturing  its  details;  but  he  had  be- 
gan to  hope,  from  the  concessions  which  had  been 
made,  that  gentlemen  would  reconcile  their  va- 
rious views,  and  that  the  bill  would  survive  the 
conflicting  opinions  under  which  it  started.  It 
was,  therefore,  he  regretted  to  hear  Mr.  Pitkin 
declare  the  direction  a  $ine  qua  non  with  him. 

After  a  few  words  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  staling  that 
he  had  invariably  declared  in  conversatiou  that 


sine  qua  non,  the 


negative 


■yeas  54, 


this  feature  was  with  him  a 
question  was  decided  in  the 
nays  91,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Mewrs.  Atherton,  Baer,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brown,  Cady,  Champion,  Clayton, 
Cooper.  Culpeper,  Daven|)ort,  Gaston,  Gold,  Golds- 
borough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Herbert,  Hopkin- 
son. Huger,  Hulbert,  Jewett,  Kent,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason,  McKee,  Milnor, 
Moseley.  Nelson  of  MasaachusctU,  Noyes,  Pickering. 
Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Stanford,  Steams,  Strong,  Sturgea,  Tag- 
gart,  Tallmadge,  Tale,  Vose.  Ward  of  M assachusette, 
Wheaton,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats— Messrs.    .\dgate,    .\lexander,    Baker,    Bar- 
bour, BasMtt.  Bateman.  BetU,  Birdsall.  Blount,  Bum- 
side,  Caldwell,  Calhoun.  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clarke  of 
North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin,  Clop- 
ton, Comstock,  Condict.  Conner,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crocheron.    Cuthbert,    Darlington,    Desha,    Edwards, 
Forney,   Forsyth,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,   GrifFin,  Hahn, 
Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin,    Hawes,  Henderson,  Hun- 
gerford, Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jackson,  John- 
son  of  Virginia,  Kerr    of  Virginia,   Love,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Mayrant,   McCoy.  McLean 
of  Kentuckv,    McLean   of  Ohio,    Middleton,   Moore, 
Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,   Pickens,  Pinkney,  Piper, 
RobcrUon,  Root,  Savage,  Sharpe,  Smith  of   Maryland, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Taylor  of  South   Carolina,   Telfair,   Thomas, 
Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker.  Wallace.  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover.   Whitemde, 
Wilde,  Wilkina,  WiUiams,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, WilUam    Wilson,    Woodward,  Wright,  Yanc«y, 
and  Yates. 

Mr.  Pitkin  then  made  a  motion  to  reduce  the 
capital  of  the  bank  from  thirty-five  to  twenty 
millions  of  dollars. 

This  motion  was  decided,  without  debate,  in 

the  negative. 

Mr.  Goldsboroogh.  after  a  few  remarks, 
moved  an  amendment  to  provide  that  if  the 
Government  should  at  any  time  sell  or  relinquish 
its  stock  in  the  bank,  it  should  then  cease  to  have 
the  appointment  of  any  part  of  the  directors; 
which  motion  was  aNo  negatived. 

After  rejecting  various  other  propositions  to 
amend  the  bill,  among  which  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Webster  to  increase  the  value  of  the  shares 
to  four  hundred  dollars,  and  ciiminish  the  num- 
ber to  87,500.  the  quesuoo  w»s  taken  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and   read   a   third 
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ii«if.  and  deci'ied  in  the  affirmatire — yea<  82, 
'l^j»  61,a.>  follows  : 
i^if ^A«— Mes«7f.  Adgtte,  Alexander,  Atherlon,  Baer, 
bi«^nian,  Betf^  Bo«^.  Bradbury,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
C^pon,  Chamjiion,  (Jhappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North 
Ci»<ilina,  Clark  >}f  Kentucky,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
C.ii^ict,  Conn<^r,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Culhbert, 
i^**ardij,  Foriiey,  ?'or«ylh,  CJholsom,  GrosTcnor, 
H^yes,  Hender^n,  Huger,  Hulbort,  Hungerford,  Ing- 
bftfV,  Irving  of  rievr  Y'ork,  Jackson,  Jewett,  Kerr  of 
Vrtg^nia,  King  jof  >'orth  Carolina,  J<angdon,  Love, 
l.^fldc:<,  Lumj*in,  Maclay,  Ma«on,  McCoy,  McKee, 
>(^iilet0Q,  Moofe,  Moseley,  Murfree,  NeUon  of  Maa- 
$^](auft€iU,  Nojsia,  Pickena,  Pinkney,  Piper,  Robertson, 
t^pe,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  South- 
•t}*,  Sturges,  Tilml.  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of 
6oviih  Carolin*! Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Townsend, 
T»:ker,  Ward'ff  New  Jersey,  Wendo'»cr,  'Wheaton, 
\V^^o,  Wilkins.'  WiUiama,  Willoughby.  V^  illiam  Wil- 
4o^,'WoodwarJf  Wright,  Vancey,  and  Yates. 

{^Uts — Mewru-  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett.  Blount, 
5J^;ikenridge,  t^urnside,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Clayton, 
Ct^ptoa,  Coop«i',  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Darlington, 
D|iCDport,  Dckj^a,  Ganton,  Cold,  (jioldsborough,Cood- 
tfftni,  Hahn,  II)»le,  Hail,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Herbert, 
ii^^mson,  Jot^ison  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Law,  Lewis, 
l,J*tit,  Lyie,  ^yon,  Marsh,  Mayrant,  McLean  of 
Hliytucky,  Mcliean  of  Ohio,  Milnor,  Newton,  Orma- 
b^  Pickering,  ritkin.  Randolph.  Reed,  Root,  *Roas, 
^<^<?''^'S  Sergtiint,  Savage,  Smith  of  Pennaylvania, 
t^t^itford,  Stearns,  Strong,  Tallmadge.  Vose,  Wallace, 
"^*ird  of  Massachusetts,  Webster.  Whiteside,  and 
^Jl,:ox.  ^ 

^""l^he  SpeakJ-.r  laid  before  the  Hou>e  two  Meb- 

i'^s  from   ti;e  President  of  the  Uniied  Siales, 

enclosinij.the  documents  respecting  the  pub- 

lit  accounts  if  Colonel  James  Thomas,  called 

U  by  the  Ho^se ;  and  the  oilier  a  report  respect- 

the  CumLf  riand  road  ;  which  being  severally 

fcrfcrred,  the  I'louse  adjourned. 
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iy  JO  the  Constitution  of 


paieiJl    agrrrai 

e  United  SJtaie^. — Referred  to  the  Committee 


?;Mr.  McLk4n,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  resolution 
^  the  Genersil  Assembly  of  the  Siaie  of  Ohio, 
t^uesting  thit  measures  may  be  taken  lor  defi- 
^fiig  the  legal^exposition  of  the  conflicting  claims 
»<»an  exclusiUe  u>e  of  the  late  improvements  ou 
•<|tamboat  naJvigation.  and  whether  recent  im- 
<>aveinents  ijiade  to  a  discovery  that  ha;*  long 
Sen  in  use  cjn  entitle  the  discoverer  to  the  ben 
^It  of  a  palejit  agreeabi 

(tA  lite  Judici(»ry. 

iMr.  CreioJitgn.  from  the  Committee  on   the 

l>Hiblic    Landr   reported  a   bill   for  the   relief  of 

William  Craivford  and   Frederick  Bates;  which 

(as  read  twjre,  and  commuted  to  a  Committee 

4he  Whol-'  to-morrow. 

|klr.  Serguant.  from  the  Committee  on  the 
idiciary,  re)ji)rted  a  bill  for  altering  the  times  of 
j(ding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  dis- 
jljit  of  Verrjiont  ;  which  wa?  read  twice,  and 
Jlr4«*'"^<^  '^  bffengrussed,  and  read  a  third  lime  to 
KJrfow.         ' 

Mr.  MinDi;ETOif  from  the  Committee  oo  Na- 
|ai  AlTairs,  rC--purted  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''in 


addition  to  an  act  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension 
fund,"  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  supple- 
mental report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  rela- 
tion to  invalid  pensions;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
George  Rossier,  and  others,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  ^ 

MONUMENT  TO  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  HuoER,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  16th  ultimo,  respecting  the  remains  of 
the  late  General  Georqb  Washinoton,  made  a 
report  coniaioifig  joint  resolutions  provu'ing  for 
the  erection  of  a  monument  to  commemorate 
the  virtues  of  Georoe  Washington;  which 
were  read,  aud  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Huu>e  on  Saturday  next.  The  report  is 
as  follows : 

That  they  have  carefully  and  attentively  examined 
into  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  their  respective  Houses  the  following 
resolutions  : 

Revolted,  by  the  Senate  and  Hoxue  of  Rrpruenia- 
tivt»  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Congrtu 
aaembUd,  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  24lh  of  December,  1799,  a  marble 
monument  be  erected  by  the  United  States  to  com- 
memorate the  military,  political,  and  private  virtues  of 

(jKOROK   WAbUINOTON. 

That  the  receptacle  for  his  remains  be  prepared  in 
the  foundation  of  the  Capitol,  and  that  the  monument 
bo  placed  over  the  same,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  great 
hall  of  the  Capitol. 

That,  on  the  four  sides  of  the  monumeut,  he  be 
represented — 

As  tbo  defender  of  his  country  against  the  French 
and  Indians  in  the  war  before  the  Revolution. 

As  the  protector  ol  her  rights  against  British  inva- 
sion, and  the  Captain  of  her  Armies  in  the  war  of 
independence. 

Aa  the  first  President  of  the  United  States  wisely 
administering  the  public  affairs  during  eight  years  of 
peace,  other  nations  being  engaged  in  war. 

As  a  private  citizen  voluntarily  retired  from  publio 
office,  and  engaged  in  the  employments  of  agriculture. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  'I'hat  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
take  measures  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolution  into 
execution. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time  ; 
and  the  question  stated  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WsnaxER  rose  to  oppose  it,  declaring  that 
he  had  long  held,  and  still  continued  to  hold,  the 
opinion  that  a  bank  formed  upon  proper  princi- 
ples would  b«?  good  for  the  country,  and  as  a  proof 
of  his  sincerity,  he  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
House,  by  agreeing  to  strike  out  the  objectionable 
part  of  tlie  bill,  would  justify  him  in  agret-iiig  to 
the  present  one.  He  said,  he  had  two  objections 
to  the  bill,  the  fir:>t,  the  unnecessary  magnitude 
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of  ihe  capital ;  the  other,  the  vesting  Government 
with  the  appointment  of  five  of  the  directors.     Of 
the  first,  he  said,  that  it  was  unprecedented  ;  such 
a  capital  had  never  in  any  country  been  given  to 
any    bank,  and   he  considered  that  alone  as  suffi- 
cient cause  for  rejecting  the  bill,  unless  its  advo- 
cates   could  demonstrate  that  it  was  necessary. 
Besides,  the  object  of  the  bill  being  to  restore  the 
currency  of  the  country  to  a  proper  condition,  the 
remedy  necessary  was  not  cne  to  work  far  hence  ; 
it  must  be  speedy,  for  which  this  capital  would 
not  answer,  as  it  was  to  come  in,  only  in  rever- 
sion ;  It  was   unalienable,  either  this  year  ur  in 
the  next:   and  he  challenged  gentlemen  to  show 
that  the  magnitude  of  the  capital  had  any  neces- 
sary connexion  with  the  great  object  of  the  bill. 
Besides,  he   contended   that  great  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended  froma  large  capital.     He  remind- 
ed the  House  that  the  very  gentlemen  who  were 
the  advo  ates  of  this  capital,  were  the  same  who 
opposed    the  old   United   States  Bank,  upon  the 
grounds  that  it  would  introduce  great  foreign  in- 
fluence ;  and  insisted  that  Jay's  Treaty  was  car- 
ried by  It.     Yet  the  capital  of  tliat  bank  was  ten 
millions  only— how  then  could  they  now  insist 
upon  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions?     If  then 
there  was  danger  in  one.  there  was,  of  course, 
Treat  danger  in  the  other.     The  worst  feature  in 
This  capital  he  considered  to  be  its  connexion  wiih 
the   intiuence  given  to  Government  over  the  di- 
rection of  the   bank  ;  and  lo  throw  a  light   upon 
bis  intention,  he  sail,  that  if  any  means  could  be 
adopted  to   take   security  against  that  undue  in- 
fluence, h«-  would   even    now   vote   for    the   bill. 
That,  to  be  useful,  a  bank  must  be  inde[>endent 
of  Government,  had  long  been  a  maxim — in  our 
own  country    that   maxim    was  first  establi.Nhed 
by  the  report  of  Hamilton,  and   was  ratified  by 
Wavhmgiun.  iind    the  existence  and  conduct  of 
the   Unued    States    Bank  for  twenty-five    years 
confirmed  and  proved  the  correctness  of  the  opin- 
ion.    What,  he  asked,  could  be  the  object  of  the 
provision  ?     Gentlemen  said  it  was  not  to  control 
the  bank— and  in  saying  so,  he  contended   that 
they  gave  up  the  argument ;  for.  as  to  all  neces- 
sary   knowledge  of  the   transactions  ol    the  bank 
that  was  sufficiently  provided  for  by  another  pro- 
vision of  the  bill.     But  if  not  for  the  purpo>e  of 
exercising   an    undue    influence  in  Government 
over  the    directors,  he  asked,    what  could    they 
want  it  for.     Mr.  W.  spoke  at  considerable  length. 
Mr.  Grosvenor  supported  the  bill, and  insisted 
that    the    power   of  appointing    directors    could 
not  give  to  Government  the  influence  which  Mr. 
Webstkr    apprehended.       Whatever   influence 
those  directors  trea'ed  could  only  be  exercised  by 
being  backed  with  the  depo^ites  of  Government — 
take  away  tho>e  deposites  and  the  directors  were 
nothing— for  they  had  no  control  but  by  tlie  in- 
fluence of  the  deposites.     As  to  thi-  amount  of 
capital   he  never  thought  it  an  objection  ;  for,  in 
order  to  encounter  the  obnoxious  banks,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  the  National   Bank  to  have  a 
proud  and  commanding  capital;  and  if  it  were 
true,  as  Mr.  Webster  himself  had  said,  that  more 
of  active  capital  than  seven  millions  could  not  be 


brought  into  use.  the  rest  would  be  inoperative 
and  harmless.  For  his  ovi-n  part  Mr.  G.  should 
not  be  afraid  of  a  capital  of  a  hundred  millions; 
for  he  should  deprecate  as  much  as  Mr.  Web- 
ster a  real  Government  bank,  because  it  would 
not  answer  the  object  for  which  this  was  intend- 


ed— for  which  purpose  it  must  be  entirely  inde- 
pendent; and  he  endeavored  to  prove,  by  the 
state  of  the  New  York  bank",  that  the  Govern- 
ment having  a  share  in  the  direction  was  perfectly 
innocuous. 

Mr.  Hdlbbrt  spoke  in  lavor  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Caoy  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker :  It  has  been  said,  that  the  greatest 
evil   with   which    our   country  is  now  afflicted, 
arises  from  the  conduct  of  the  State  banks  in  re- 
fusing to  pay  their  debts;  and  that  the  hope  of 
gain  will  deter  them  for  ever  resuming  a  correct 
course  of  conduct,  unless  the   Government  shall 
compel    them    to    redeem    their    bills    in    specie.    • 
And  sir.  the  friends  of   the  bill  upon   your  table 
insist   that    it  will  furnish  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
which  threatens  ruin  to  our  country;  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  that  bill  should  become 
a  law  in  order  to  enable  the  Government  to  coerce 
the  Slate  banks  to  alter  their  conduct.     But,  sir, 
what  serurity  have  we  that   this  great  National 
Bank  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars will,    if   incorporated,   be    an  engine    in   the 
hands  of  the  Government,  by  which  the  State 
banks  can    be  chastised  for  their  past  transgres- 
sions, ar^d   hereafter    be  constrained  lo  pursue  a 
different  course?     What  security  have  we  that 
the  National  Bank  will  not  pursue  the  same  con- 
duct of  which  we  complain  in  the  State  banks? 
It  has  been  truly  said,  that  they  are  governed  by 
motives  of  interest,  and  will  never  voluntarilr 
redeem  their  bills.     Will  not  the  National  Bank 
be  governed  by  the  same  motives;  will  it  not  pur- 
sue   that    course    which    promises    the    greatest 
profit?  Can  you  hope  sir,  that  the  magnitude  of  its 
capital  will  make  it  honest  ?     It  would  be  as  rea- 
sonable to  calculate  that   the  ferocity  of  a  lion 
would   be  decreased   as  his  size  was  increased. 
What,  sir,  are  the  provisions  incorporated  in  that 
bill,  by  which  the  instinct  of  the  National  Bank 
is  to  be  controlled  and  the  bank  compelled  to  pay 
its  notes?     There    is    but  one    single    provision 
calculated   to  have  that  eff'cct,  but  what  may  be 
found  in  the  charter  of  every  bank  in  the  Union; 
and  that  provision,  considering  the  city  in  which 
the  bank   is  to  be  placed,  furnishes  no  security 
that  the  National  Bank  will  be  more  punctual  in 
paying  its  debts  than  the  State  banks.     The  pro- 
vision to  which  I  allude  is  thi'',  that  the  bank  is 
made  liable  to  pay  an  interest  of  twelve  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  such  of  its  bills  as  shall  be  pre- 
sented  for    payment,  and    payment    be    refused. 
What,  sir.  would  be  thought  of   this  provision, 
had  it'also  provided  that  any  person  wiio  should 
prosecute   the  bank  should    pay  his  own   costs, 
which  will  amount  to  more  than  the  interest  of 
twelve   percent.?     Sir,  the   provision   would  be 
considered  useless,  it  woulJ  be  deemed  a  mockery. 
Yet  such  is  tiie  provision  in  eff'fct ;  because  this 
bank  can  only  be  sued  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
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^#ia,  where  «|ic  plaintiff  must  pay  all,  or  nearly 
aC^his  own  cc4>[s.     Had  the  bank  been  placed  in 
N'w  York,  wj^ere  defendents  are  obliged  to  pay 
11^  costs  of  ciimpellmg  thera  to  do  justice,  the 
^jijiAjDt  of  sucjh  cosis,  and  the  twelve  per  cent. 
i^'res-t.  woulijj  have  some  influence  in  inducing 
1^  bank  to  pr^y  its  debts.     But   being  placed  in 
Pii»ladelphia  I'ce  bank  will  leel  protected  against 
iifcreditors  ;  iit  will  know  that  no  one  of  its  cred-  . 
iji's,  for  any  <>rdinary  sura,  can   prosecute  with-  i 
c*4;  submimn^cj  to  a  loss.     Sir,  the   bills  of  this; 
tji^k  are    to  Li'  circulated   in  every  part  of  the 
rfjited  Statesj.'and  no  person  who  resides  out  of  | 
t^j  Stateof  Pe;)nsylvania  would  ibinkof  prosecut-  l 
in*  the  bank,  ".lihile  he  could  dispose  of  its  bills  for  ! 
*(»y3reasonabl^!  discount.     We  have  then  no  !.e- ' 
cilify  that  th<s»  National  Bank,  if  incorporated. 
wWj-pay  its  [;\)tes,  but  the  probability  is,  that  it 
w^i  at  once  a(l.^pt  the  practice  of  the  State  banks, 
arf.  |hu3  rendijr  the  evils  of  which  we  complain 
ai^l^d^t  incura\ve. 

)yhe  Secreujy  of  the  Treasury  in  his  annual 
•"•J'Jrt  to  us,  e:jpress)y  states  in  relation  lo  a  na- 
ti$i||4l  currency-,  as  follows ;  'It  is  nevertheless 
*  l^th  the  Stary  banks  that  the  measure  for  restor 


sure  to  enable  ihem  to  redeem  their  bills  in  spe- 
cie? If  the  patient  be  debilitated  and  bled  to 
fainting,  would  you  not  suspect  the  sanity  of  the 
physician  who  should  insist  that  more  bleedin" 
was  necessary,  and  was  the  only  means  of  re*- 
storing  to  the  patient  a  full  pulse  and  strength  ? 
Sir.  the  directors  of  the  State  banks  have  wisdom 
enough  to  perceive  that  this  great  national  engine, 
created  to  chastise  thera.  will  not  soon  be  able  to' 
inflict  a  blow,  unless  they  impart  to  it  strength 
by  giving  it  their  specie.  Pass  the  bill,  then, 
upon  your  table,  and  you  furnish  the  State  banks 
with  an  apology  for  keeping  their  vaults  shut, 
to  prevent  their  specie  from  giving  strength  to 
the  National  Bank.  There  n.  therefore,  no  hope 
that  the  banks  which  have  hitherto  refused  to 
pay  specie  will  soon  resume  such  payments. 
No;  self-preservation  will  dictate  to  them  a  dif- 
ferent course.  But,  sir.  there  are  other  grounds 
on  which  I  object  to  the  bill  under  consideration. 
This  bill  gives  to  the  National  Bank  a  power  to 
establish  branches,  without  limit  as  to  number, 
in  every  part  of  the  United  Slates.  This  appears 
to  me  an  unnecessary  and  dangerous  power.  If 
,  ,.  ,  r  ,.  we  at  first  give  to  this  bank  the  power  to  estab- 
jfc^^  the  national  currency,  of  gold  and  silver,  lish  one  branch  lu  each  State,  it  is  enough  to 
^^ft  original;  for,  until  their  issues  of  paper  answer  all  the  purposes  of  Government  in  the 
_  ^.J  teduced.thrrir  specie  capitals  be  reinstated,  and  collection  and  distribution  of  its  revenue  If  ex- 
rir  specie  oj.;eraiions  be  commenced,  there  will  perience  shall  show  that  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
i^either  rov*n,  nor  employment,  nor  safety  for  try  require  that  this  bank  should  have  the  power 
introduction  ol  the  precious  metals."  to  establish  more  than  one  branch  in  any  one 
b  then  ihc-.avowed  and  deliberate  opinion  of  1  State,  Congress  can  hereaf:er  grant  to  banks  thai 
Secretary  <if  the  Treasury,  who  controls  the  |  power ;  but  to  grant  to  the  bank  at  this  time  the 
jicial  conc<sns  of  this  country,  that  this  Na- (  power  to  establish  as  many  branches  as  its  in- 
tr^al  Bank  ca^^noi  go  into  operation  and  circu-  i  teresls  may  within  twenty  years  dictate  is  ex- 
U^.  the  preciouji  meiah?  with  safety,  lill  the  State  tremely  unwise.  .\o  man  can  foresee  the  changes 
b^^s  resume  r|)ecie  payments.  And  yet  gentle- I  which  may  take  place,  and  the  improvements 
>  on  this  flr.Dr  tell  us  that  this  National  Bank  j  which  may  be  made  in  this  country  in  the  next 
and  must, ^o  into  operation  in  order  to  com-  twenty  years.  Should  this  bank  ever  sell  the 
the  btate  b^nks  to  pay  specie.  How  can  the  t  Government  stock,  which  at  first  is  to  form  tbree- 
nou  of  the  earned  Secretary  and  the  declara-  fourths  of  its  capital,  so  as  to  have  in  its  vaults 
_s,ot  these  a-)norable gentlemen  be  reconciled?  i  a  specie  capital  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars 
(.opinion  is,; that  the  diseased  state  of  the  na-  i  it  will  then  be  able  to  control  all  the  moneyed 
,alcurrency:raust  be  cured  before  the  National  I  operations  in  this  country;  its  interests  and  it* 
k  can  safe:.r  go  into  operation.  They  insist  avarice  will  dictate  to  it  the  establishment  of 
It  must  go'.nio  operation  in  order  to  produce  I  branches  in  every  commercial  town  in  the  Uni 
cure.     Hlat.  sir.  is  this  IVaiinn.il  Rant  «.iv,«.,  I  1.^,1  iiiof^^   .„k„.„  1 — 1.; ;.-i  . 


lh|t  cure.  Hciir,  sir,  is  this  National  Bank  either 
tuitUiter  or  Cirmpel  the  State  banks  to  pay  spe- 
p?  To  be  oi-^any  service  in  this  great  work  of 
k-.rnation.  ii?must.  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
t  Secretary  irf  the  Treasury,  go  into  operation 
L'Opnded  by  yanks  which  do  not  and  will  not 
Lipecie.  Iinnust  be  able  to  issue  its  bills  and 
|;k'(n  them  vvJih  specie.     But,  sir,  from  whence 

tain  its  specie  capital 
?  We  have  been  told 
ih^;  in  June  idst  all  the  banks  in  the  United 
S^U^s  had  but  Ijfteen  millions  of  dollars  in  specie. 
F\.ril  whence,  J  again  ask,  is  the  National  Bank 
ici^-j  Its  speci.'cai)iial  ?  Can  it  draw  that  cap- 
iiJ^rora  Soutl.  America  or  from  Europe?  No, 
si^.^'its  specie  .>:apital  must  be  drawn  from  the 
v#yft«  of  the  e^istinj:  banks,  or  from  the  pockets 
oi^iji!  individi^yU.  If  the  vaults  of  the  Sute 
bc|i^«  are  to  bts  drained  to  supply  the  National 
^^'^t^  ^'th  its  jspecie  capital,  how  is  that  raea- 


I' 


:>ispe( 


ted  States,  where  banking  capital  can  be  used  to 
advantage.  I  am  unwilling  this  or  any  other 
bank  should  have  this  power  over  the  State  of 
New  York;  that  Stale  once  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  within  its  bosom  a  bank  claiming  such  a 
power.  That  Slate,  sir,  contains  many  commer- 
cial towns  in  which  banking  may  be  carried  on 
profitably  ;  and  towns  of  that  character  will  prob- 
ably be  very  much  increased,  both  in  number 
and  importance,  during  the  tinae  this  bank  is  to 
exist ;  and  I  will  not  aid  in  giving  to  any  claiis  of 
men  who  already  have  accumulated  sufficient 
wealth  lo  become  ihe  proprietors  of  the  National 
Bank,  the  power  for  the  succeeding  twenty  years 
to  establish  a  bank  in  every  commercial  town  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  No,  sir,  the  citizens  of 
that  Slate  ought  to  enjoy  all  the  profits  of  all  the 
banks  within  it,  other  than  such  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  answer  the  fair  purposes  of  the  Gene- 
ral  Government.     When  the  General   Govern- 
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ment  claims  more  than  this  for  its  favorite 
bankers,  the  claim  is  unreasonable  and  ought  not 
to  be  sanctioned. 

There  is  another  provision  in  this  bill  to  which 
I  am  opposed.  It  is  ihai,  sir,  which  gives  to  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States  power 
to  appoint  five  of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  The 
effect  of  that  provision  will  be  to  deter  prudent, 
cautious  capitalists  from  investing  their  funds 
in  this  bank;  such  men  choose  tu  manage  their 
own  business  in  their  own  way.  or  to  have  it 
managed  by  agents  chosen  by  ihemselvt-s,  and 
will  not  very  willingly  subject  their  money  to 
the  control  or  interlerence  of  governmental 
agents.  Suppose,  sir,  we  were  passing  a  law  to 
sell  a  valuable  tobacco  plantation,  but  should  re 
serve  to  the  Government  the  right  of  appointing 
the  overseer  of  that  plantation  :  What  prudent, 
cautious  capitalist  would  purchase  the  planta- 
tion thus  offered  for  sale  7  No  man  in  his  senses 
would  make  ih-  purchase.  Would  it  be  said  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  aid 
of  the  Senate,  could  not  appoint  a  fit  overseer  for 
a  tobacco  plantation  ?  Certainly,  for  he  is  as 
competent  to  make  such  appointment  as  lo  ap- 
point the  directors  of  a  bank.  Yet,  sir,  no  pru- 
dent planter  would  purchase  your  plantation,  un- 
less he  was  at  liberty  to  appoint  the  over-eer. 
So,  few  cautious  men  will  purchase  stock  in  a 
bank  in  which  the  Govcrnmeni  are,  in  any  man- 
ner, to  have  an  influence  in  the  direction.  Men. 
however,  of  daring  enterprise,  whoare  now  loaded 
with  Government  stock,  may  take  slock  iu  the 
proposed  bank,  under  an  expectation  that  they 
can  sell  bank  Stock  to  more  profit  than  they  can 
sell  the  stock  they  now  have.  In  the  hands  of 
such  men.  1  do  nol  believe  a  National  Bank  will 
be  a  national  blessing. 

Mr.  Clopton  said,  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
detain  the  House;  it  was  utterly  out  of  his  power 
to  do  so,  if  he  were  ever  so  willing ;  the  situation 
of  his  health  would  not  admit  of  ii:  but  that  he 
rose  merely  to  enter  his  protest,  in  as  solemn  a 
manner  as  he  was  able,  against  the  doctrine  ad- 
vanced by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (.Mr. 
Wrigut) — a  doctrine  which,  he  believed,  had 
diffused  itselt  extensively  among  members  of  this 
House — ihat  is,  that  acts  of  Congress,  and  the 
execution  of  them,  rleiermined  and  settled  the 
Constitutional  question  as  to  the  right  of  future 
legislation  upon  ihe  objects  of  those  acts,  so  that 
when  ilie  subject-matter  of  any  former  act,  which 
bad  been  regularly  executed,  should  be  proposed 
to  this  Legislature  as  the  object  of  a  new  act,  the 
question  whether  it  be  Constitutional  or  not,  was 
precluded  from  any  further  examination,  and  the 
Legislature  bound  to  consider  the  act  as  author- 
ized by  the  Constitution.  This  doctrine  he  ab- 
horred, and  took  this  occasion  to  enter  his  most 
solemn  protest  against  it. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.,  I  have  been  long  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  I  was  a  member 
of  it  at  the  gloomiest  period  of  Federal  limes,  and 
have  been  during  the  whole  course  of  the  Repub- 
lican Administraiion  since;  and  I  must  fay  that 
of  all  the  pernicious  doctrines  I  have  ever  heard 
l4lhCo.N.  1st  S£ss.— 39 


advanced,  this,  in   my  view,  is  one  of  the  most 

pernicious. 

Are  gentlemen,  said  he.  whose  fancies  are 
tickled  with  this  new  idea,  apprized  of  what  may 
be  the  consequence  of  deciding  and  settling  Con- 
stitutional questions  by  this  standard?  Do  they 
not  see  that  a  few  acts  of  Congress,  affecting  the 
great  essential  principles  of  personal  liberty  and 
personal  property,  might  destroy  everything  val- 
uable in  the  Constitution?  We  have,  said  he. 
already  witnessed  evil  times,  and  evil  times  may 
again  occur  (I  wish  they  may  not  be  fast  ap- 
proaching) when  such  acts  may  be  passed.  Ac- 
cording to  ihis  doctrine,  the  freedom  of  the  press 
is  already  gone,  for,  by  this  doctrine,  you  declare 
thai  you  have  a  right  lo  revive  the  Sedition  act 
whenever  you  please.  That  act  had  all  the  pub- 
lic recognitions  spoken  of  as  sanctioning  and  con- 
firming the  validity  of  the  bank  act.  It  was 
enacted  in  due  form  of  legislation,  carried  fully 
into  execution,  as  a  valid  law  of  the  land,  by 
judges  and  by  juries,  on  many  grievous  and  op- 
pressive prosecutions;  some  of  its  victims  heavily 
fined,  and  subjected  to  long  and  severe  imprison- 
ment ;  while  ihe  whule  community  submitted  to 
the  progress  of  its  operation  ;  and,  though  a  large 
proportion  of  the  people  in  some  section.s  of  the 
Union  denounced  it  with  expressions  of  abhor- 
rence, at  the  same  lime  as  large  a  proportion,  per- 
haps, in  some  other  sections,  made  no  objection 
lo  It.  Thus  it  continued  in  force  and  operation 
until  the  eipiraiiuu  of  the  term  for  wh-ch  it  was 
enacted. 

1  have  said,  sir,  observed  Mr.  C,  and  I  feel 
myself  justified  in  making  the  declaration,  that, 
according  lo  this  doctrine,  the  freedom  of  the 
press  is  already  gone;  for.  li  this  doctrine  be  cor- 
rect, the  Conslituiiunal  authority  of  Congress  to 
revive  the  Sedition  act,  or  pas?  a  similar  one,  is 
established,  and  ihe  free  u.se  of  the  press  is  every 
moment  at  the  mercy  of  the  Legislature.  The 
right  no  longer  exists,  if  the  use  can  be  taken 
away  or  restrained,  ad  libitum,  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  and  if  that  act  is  authorized  by  the 
Constitution.  But,  sir,  continued  he,  ihe  doc- 
trine is  not  correct — it  is  grossly  incorrect — it  is 
an  horrible  political  heresy.  It  is  equally  incor- 
rect, equally  heretical,  applied  to  this  bill. 

The  consequence  of  tiie  esiablishment  of  such 
a  doctrine  as  this,  said  Mr.  C,  would  be  that  the 
Constitution  itself,  ihe  supreme  rule,  by  which 
all  Legislatures  acting  under  11  should  i>e  gov- 
erned, and  which  they  are  sworn  to  support,  in 
making  their  laws,  would,  in  a  process  of  time, 
be  superseded  and  rendered  altogether  a  dead  let- 
ter by  a  series  of  the  acts  of  those  Legislatures; 
nor  would  it  require  mat  the  series  be  a  very 
long  one.  What  a  monstrous  doctrine!  he  ex- 
claimed. He  felt  himself  totally  unable  lo  de- 
nounce it  in  terms  any  way  adequate  to  its  enor- 
mity. He  lamented  this  inability,  this  want  of 
physical  power  to  expose  it  in  such  a  manner  as. 
he  believed,  it  ough'.  to  be  expo<ed.  Siill  more 
did  he  lament  his  uuforlunale  situauou,  from  the 
circumstance  thai  it  had  prevrnted  him  from  en- 
tering into  a  general  argument  against  the  bill 
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JJ'fire  them.  /He  had  wished  to  present  to  the 

se  Ins  tUws,  exlen>ively.  on  this  important 

{fct ;  but  jie  found  himself  unable  to  su>tain 


Ifaiigue  ofigoing  through  one-twentieth  part 
,^v'he  remattjs  he  wished  to  make;  the  few  he 
\^  made  m'  protesting  against  the  shucking, 
t^^iructive  doctrine,  just  alluded  to,  had  almost 
yf  irely  exhausted  liim.  and  nearly  deprived  h!m 
(|[^rhe  powery.f  respiraiiun. 
TS;ie»-Nrs.  ST'.NroBD.  Hanson,  an. I  Pickering, 
vSj;  spoke  H^-iinst  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Calhoun 
j^Ticluded  ihti  debate  by  a  few  remarks  in  lavor 

i»rhe  questitdi  was  loudly  called  for  during  the 
ijjier  part  of^he  >iiiing;and,  being  laken  at  a 
iff  hour,  the  -Jote  on  the  pas>age  of  ttie  bill  was — 
j^is  60,  nays.^1,  as  follows: 

«^«A« — Me«*<8.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
^t^B,    Boss,    Ifradbuiy,    Brown,    Calh)un,    Cannon, 
<r»»mpion,  Chippell.  Clarke  of  N.  C,  Clark  of  Ky., 
^^endennin,  Cpnistock,   Condict,  Conner.  Creighlou, 
heron,Cu*bert.  Edwards,  Forney.  Forsylh,  Ghol- 
Gnffin,  l^yosvenor.   Hawes,    Henderson,  Huger, 
►,|bert,    Hun/erford    In^h.im.  Irving  of  New  York, 
kson,  Jewi>^t.   Keir  of  Va..  King  of  N.  C,   Love, 
£^wndes,  Luir.pkin,  Maciay,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee, 
Jldillelon,  Mo^re,  Moteley,   Murfrec,  Nelson  of  Maw- 
f^husetts,    Pj^ris,   Pickens.  Pinkncy,   Piper,   Robert- 
*•»,  Sharpe,  JjJ/nith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of    Virginia, 
J,jothard,  TauL  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South 
fi^rolina,  Telfair,  Thomas.  Throop,  Townaend,  Tucker, 
J^ard  of  New  Jersey.    Wendover,   W'heaton,   Wilde, 
?*ilkin.  W  illia'Tis.  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson.  Wil- 
;^|m  Wilson,  Uoodward,  Wright,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 
^Natr— Meni^rs.   Baker,   Barbour,   Bassett,   Bennett, 
■frdsail.    Biouiit,    Brcckenridge,    Barnside.    Burwell, 
{*^dy,   Caldwojl,    Cilley,    Clayton.   Clopton.   Cooper, 
^wford.   Cujpeper,   Darhngton,    Davenjwrt,  Desha. 
^(.lon.  (Joid,  ^joldsborough.  Coodwyn,   Hahn,  Hale, 
^*ll,    Hanson,    Hardin,    Herbert,    Hopkinson,   John- 
4(0  of  Virgini»,   Kent,   Langdon,    Law.    Lewis,  Lo»- 
Ij^,   Lyle,    Lyjn,    Marsh,   Mayrant,  McLean  of  Ken- 
IC.ky,    MiLej<n    of   Ohio.    Milnor,    Newton,    Noyes, 
r^msby,    Pickering,    Pitkin,    Randolph.   Reed,    Root, 
ir^m,  Rugg!e;»  Sergeant,  Savage,  Sbeffey,  Smith  of 
fVnnsylvania.i  Stanford,    Stearns,    Strong,    Slurges, 
j^ggart,  Tsli^adge.  Vose.  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massa- 
j^Bnetts,  W'atU  of  New   York,  Webster,   Whiteside, 
i^i  Wdcox.   i 


was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  di;>trict  of  Vermont,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Hou!<e  look  up  the  resolution  submitted 
on  the  28ih  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Condict.  and  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia;  whereupon,  Mr.  Nelson  withdrew  his 
said  amendment. 

Mr.  CoNDtCT  then  modified  bis  said  resolution 
so  as  to  read — 

'•  Resolved,  That  for  the  residue  of  the  session 
the  stated  hour  of  meeting  of  this  House  shall  be 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Delafield  occu- 
pied much  time  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, and 
the  Committee  having  risen,  was  refused  leave  to 
sit  again.     The  bill  lies  on  the  table. 

Tne  bill  making  further  provision  for  settling 
the  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois, 
was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 


third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  claimanus  to 
lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes,  was  also  con- 
sidered, and  engrossed  fur  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  mto  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  (or  the  relief  of  John  T. 
David.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  un  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Era&tus 
Looinis.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
ihird  lime  to-morrow. 


Friday,  March  15. 


]Jf  Mr.  L  W[(jorB,  (rom  the  Commiitee  of  Ways 
4cnd  Meiins,  r.?j)orled  a  bill  luuking  appropriations 
<r)f  the  supportof  Government  for  the  year  1816; 
|»hich  was  jread  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
^\^umiTi't»ee  bf  the  Whole. 
1    Mr.  Yancjey.  from  the  Committee  of  CUims, 

i^.  Dubbin* 


iiailea  repoit  on  the  petition  of  R.  S.  Ueed  and 
^.  Dubliin*^  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 
jjl^iried  .\  hilirCor  the  relief  of  Ilufus  S.  Reed  and 
ib.Hiifrl  Ddibins;  which  was  r»Hil  twice,  and  com- 
Jr.iiiied  n»  ;•  Poniinitlee  ol   the  VViio'e. 

frjMii   llie   Coiiiiiiinee  of  Cora- 

r.iciiir  s,  r»'p«»rud  a  bill  f'lr  the 

C<  fliii.    S<imutl    and    Willi.im 

{{ludniaii,  aud  Samuel   RjJiUdU,  junior  ;  which 


Satdrday,  March  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forney,  a  select  committee 

I  of  live  members  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 

j  the  ezpedii.'ncy  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repreaentatives.     Messrs. 

Forney,  Pitkin,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Gaston, 

and  Jackson,  were  appointed  the  said  commillee. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  for  the  re- 
lit f  of  Erastus  Luumis,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
further  provision  for  settling  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
Hnd  ordered  to  lie  ou  the  table. 

An  engrOised  bill,  entitled  'An  acl  for  the  re- 
liet  of  certain  claimants  to  lands  iu  the  district 
of  Vinceuties, 
passed. 


was  read    the    third    time,  and 


I       Mr.   NtWJON,    ( 

^tnerce  ahd    iUiiut 
%.t-\u(  of  rl.»id 

1«.. ~.     Q  . 


\ 


Tlie  House  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
•■  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization  :" 
Whereupon  the  said  bill  was  again  read  as 
aineudeu,  and  passed  by  the  House. 

MISSISSIPPI  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  House  then  wen;  into  Curnrailtee  of  the 
Whole  on  the   bill   providing  for  quieting  and 


i 


< 

\ 


1221 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1222 


Makcb,  1816. 


Mi$*iM»ippi  Land  Claims. 


H.orR. 


adjusting  certain  claims  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. 

A  motion    made  by  Mr.  Strong,  to  strike  out 
the  6rst  section,  produced  a  good  deal  of  debate 
on  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  from  which  we  extract 
the  following  substantial  view  of  the  question. 
After  thp  Treaty  of  1783,  that  is,  in   1795,  when 
the  United  Stales  look  possession  of  the  Missis- 
sippi country,  they  found  certain  settlers  on  lands 
who   had    settled   under    Spanish   granlf>,  issued 
when  Spain  was  possessed  of  the  country — the 
United   States,  without  demanding  any  equiva- 
lent   therefor,  relinquished    to    those  settlers    all 
the  right  acquired    by  the   Treaty  of  1783.   but 
without   warranting    them    in    the    title;  subse- 
quently, however,  certain  persons  holding  patents 
under  the  British  Government  set  up  a  claim  to 
these  lands,  as  having  the  elder   title;  and  the 
actual  *ettlers,  those  holding  under  the  Spanish 
grants,  petitioned  the  United   States  to  examine 
and  decide   the  claims  of  the  British  grantees. 
and  if  it  be  adjudged  that  they  have  the  stronger 
title,   that    their  claims   may  be   satisfied   by  an 
equivalent  grant  of  public  land  elsewhere.     Tlie 
bill    reported   by  the  Committee  on    the   Public 
L^nds,  to  whom   the    petition   was  referred,  and 
now  under  consideration,  provides  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the 
Commissioner    of  the   General   Land   Office   be 
authorized   to  examine  the  disputed  claims,  and 
decide  thereon  according  to  law,  as  soon  as  the 
claims  to  140.000  acres  have  been  filed  for  decis- 
ion ;  that    if  the    claim    of   the    Briiish    grantee 
bbould   in  any  case   be  confirmed,  the  Cuniiuis- 
sioner  of  the  Land  OlTice  shall  i>sue  his  certifi- 
cate  for   the  amount  thereof,  which   certificate 
shall  be  a  final  satisfaction  of  his  claim,  and  shall 
be   received    in    payment  for  any  of  the   public 
lands  of  the   United   Slates,  at  the    rate  of  two 
dollars  per  acre  fur  every  acre  of  the  certificate; 
that  no  claim  shall  be  filed  under  this  act  which 
has  been  barred  by  any  former  law ;  and  that  the 
decision  of  the  Commissioners  shall  be  final  and 
conclusive. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  being 
a  vital  one.  gave  rise  to  the  debate  above  men- 
tioned, in  which  .Messrs.  Strong,  Wright,  For- 
»ytu,  Jackson,  and  Ross.  supj)oried  the  motion, 
and  of  course  opposed  the  bill  ;  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
khthon,  .McKek,  Johnson,  Clark  of  Kentucky, 
Pickering,  Lattimore,  and  Hopkinsun,  spoke 
agaiust  striking  out  the  section  ;  Mr.  Clay,  also, 
ou  a  feubsequent  question,  advocated  the  bill. 

The  question  was  fin.tlly  determined  against 
striking  out  the  section  ;  and,  after  some  further 
unsuccessful  attempts  lo  amend  the  bill,  ihe  Com- 
mitiee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ilie  House 
adjourned. 


Monday,  March  18. 
Mr.  Lowndes  frurn  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Cleans,  reported  a  bill  su;iplementary  to  the 
;<ci  to  pr  iViJe  adihiional  revenues  fur  defraying 
tiic  exjieii-ies  of  G  >ver(iii)f  ii  and  maintainiiij^ 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 


United   States,  and   to  proride  for  assessing  and 

collecting  the  same;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  u  bill  for  the  distribution  of  $100,000 
among  the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels  cap- 
lured  and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Hallowell. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  author- 
izing the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  cancel 
certain  export  bonds  executed  by  Casper  C. 
Schutt ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate ''  providing  lor  the  publication  of  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States," 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed 
lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting statements  of  the  valuation  of  lands,  dwel- 
ling houses,  and  slaves,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, in  obedience  lo  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  fifth  instant;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  trie  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  ihat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''  re- 
specting the  late  oflBcers  and  crew  of  the  sloop- 
of-war  Wasp,"  and  a  bill '' to  limit  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

MISSISSIPPI  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  quieting 
and  adjusting  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory. 

Alter  some  lime  spent  in  discussing  various 
amendments  to  the  details,  and,  incidentally,  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported it  to  the  House. 

The  debate  was  resumed  in  the  House,  as  well 
on  the  object  of  the  bill  as  its  details,  in  which 
Messrs.  Calhocn,  Jackson,  Ross,  anJ  Stearns, 
spoke  in  opposition,  and  Messrs.  Robertson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lattimorb,  McKee,  and 
Easton.  in  favor  of  it. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  an  amendment  was  adopted  to  confine 
the  certificates,  in  case  the  titles  of  the  claimants 
he  established,  to  the  purchase  of  lands  in  the 
Mi>sis3ippi  Territory;  in  other  words,  to  exclude 
the  claimants  from  purchasing,  with  their  certifi- 
cates, public  lands  in  any  other  than  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  iu  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  43,  nays  84,  as  follows: 

YaiB — Messrs.  Bassett,  Baieman,  Brcckenridge, 
Brooks,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Conner,  Creighlon,  Qui- 
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er,  Cuthbert;  Darlington,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gold, 
EiJhji,  Hardin^  ilenderson,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  John- 
s.|^  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Marsh, 
J^^/Kee,  McLe^  of  Kentucky,  Middleton,  Milnor, 
A^ore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Ormsby,  Pickcr- 
iiJU.  Powell,  Ifeynolds.  Robertson,  Sharpe,  Sheffey, 
'll(i;gart,Taul,  V^ose,  Wilcox,  and  WiiJoughby. 

^ATi — Meaiis.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
r^tbour,  Bett^.'Blount,  Bosi,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell, 
C.^y,  Caldwell;  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chap- 
p^<S,  Clarke  of  ^'orth  Carolina,  Clayton,  Clendennin, 
C^~'pton,  Condift,  Cooper.  Oawford,  Crocheron,  De- 
»^,  Edwards,  t!or«ylh,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Hale, 
iKll,  Hammopil,  Hawes,  Hulbert,  Hungerford,  Ing- 
hUD,  Jackson,  Jewetl,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  King    of  North    Carolina,  Langdon,    Law, 

»ls,  Lowndf.^,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Mason,  Mayrant, 
jy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Murfree,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
iselts,  New^Qn,  Noye8,Parns,  Pickens,  Piper,  Reed, 
k'age,  ;;|mith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford, 
Strong^  Sturges,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor 
«*.Soulh  Caroliiija,Telfair,  Thomas,  Townscnd,  Tucker, 
Wallace,  WanJ  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York, 
'»i»rd  of  New  jersey,  Webster,  Wendover,  Whiteside, 
^^Ude,  Wilkiij»,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

^  I :  TAX  ON  STILLS. 

fT^riie  Hous*-  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
)^k)ived  itselj.jnto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
'(l  ■  bill  to  a|)))lish  the  existing  duties  on  spirits 
t*  tilled  wit|).«n  the  United  Slates,  and  to  lay 
f,  'ter  duties  if\\  distillation  in  lieu  iliereof. 

?f  he  bill  proposes  to  change  the  duty  from  a 
t:^  on  the  prc>iuct  to  a  lax  on  the  capacity  of  the 
s  1^1,  and  to  jijduce  the  existing  duties  fifty  per 
►pt.  The  j)*inciple  of  the  bill,  the  amount  of 
ly,  Jcc,  Wffe  di.'-cussed  at  large,  and  fully  re- 
ried,  wheij;the  subject  was  before  the  House 
'the  shape  o^f  a  resolution,  reported  by  the  Com- 
{ttee  of  W»vs  and  Means. 
In  motiojiuf  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  bill  was  so 
i^,<nded  as ;<o  defer  the  expiration  of  the  exist- 
ijjjl^  duties  tu  ihe  30ih  of  June  next,  instead  of  the 
j^h  of  Mar<iji,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 
SAfter  accepting  .>-'mie  amendments  to  conform 
xffi'  bill  to  th«preceding,and  adopting  some  others 
[.an  unimportant  character — 
Wt.  Lowmpes  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
[I,  the  obje^c't  of  which  was  to  add  one  hundred 
cent,  to  the  amount  uf  the  present  duty  on 
'jcapaciiy  ^f  the  still  on  licenses  for  one  year. 
\5.  to  make  fhe  price  of  licenses  for  .^hort  periods 
|ir  the  san<^  proportion  as  the  duty  imposed  on 

license  f'l^  a  year. 

I'^his  moiii'jn  produced  considerable  discussion, 

#hich  M»>|srs.  Lowndes  and  Taylor,  of  New 

t)>k,    supported    the    amendment,   and    Messrs. 

^\HDiN,  JawNsoN   of  Kentucky.   Ticker,   and 

)6S  uppostfi  It.     It  was  finally  agreeu  to — ayes 

no€s  54.    I 

Jn  motionjof  Mr.  Ross,  the  bill  was  amended. 

sinking  out  the  proviso  which  remitted  to  stills 

lolly   empl|)yed   in  distillm?  from    roots,  half 

T>  duties  to^hich  they  would  otherwise  be  sub- 


TjAfter  5onl|   furth 
^y  principh|  the  C 


er  amendment,  not  afi'ectino' 
oramiiiee  rose,  reported  pro- 


ems, and  okiained  leave  to  !>it  again 


Tuesday,  March  19. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying 
that  a  light-house  may  be  erected  at  the  mouib 
of  the  Mississippi  river. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  that  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  alter  the  exist- 
ing laws,  as  to  autbori/^e  the  acceptance  of  sol- 
diers' warrants  in  payment  for  lands  purchased 
at  therespectivelaod  oflSces  of  the  United  Stales; 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  providing  for  the  sale  ol  certain  lands 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  formerly  set  apart  for  refu- 
gees from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  a  committee  was 
appointed  by  this  House  to  join  such  committee 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  consider 
and  report  what  business  will  demand  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  prior  to  an  adjournment;  and 
also  when  such  adjournment  may  probably  take 
place. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  to  limit  the  rizbt  o( 
appeal  from  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  respecting  the  late 
officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  en- 
grossed bill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  settling  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Illinois,"  and  the  said  bill  having  been  read 
the  third  time,  the  question- was  taken,  ''Shail 
the  bill  pass  V  and  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  authorize 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed, while  in  the  military  service  of  the  .Uni- 
ted States,"  with  amendments.  They  have  also 
pa.ssed  a  bill  "further  extending  the  time  for  is- 
suing and  locating  military  land  warrants,  and 
for  other  purposes."  In  which  amendments  apd 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

TAX  ON  STILLS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Breckknriouk  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  existing  diaiies 
on  distillation. 

Mr.  Hardin,  after  adverting  to  the  distance  of 
many  |>arts  of  the  country  .'"rom  market,  particu- 
larly the  people  of  Kentucky,  who  were  obliged 
generally  to  carry  the  product  of  their  stilla  to 
Natchtz  and  New  Orleans,  and  the  considerable 
time  which  must  consequently  elapse  beJore  they 
could  receive  any  returns  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  impo.^ed  on  their  manufacture, 
moved  to  extend  to  eight  months  the  credit  ol  six 
months  allowed  by  the  bill  to  those  whose  license 
exceeds  twenty  dollars. 
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Mr.  Clay  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
He  avowed  himself  decidedly  friendly  to  a  duty 
on  distillation,  so  long  as  any  part  of  the  existing 
public  debt  remained  unpaid;  but,  in  imposing 
this  duty,  he  wished  to  see  every  proper  indul- 
gence extended  to  those  on  whom  the  tax  was 
laid.  To  show  the  necessity  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  he  adduced  an  instance  in  one  of  his 
own  constituents,  who  had  paid  in  duties  to  the 
Government  the  sum  of  .§3,000,  before  he  had  re- 
ceived a  single  cent  in  return  from  the  sale  of  his 
manufacture.  The  situation  of  the  Western  dis- 
tillers, he  said,  demanded  an  extension  of  the  pro- 
posed credit;  they  were  obliged  to  seek  a  market 
at  Natchez  or  New  Orleans,  and  thence,  perhaps, 
to  ascend  the  Red  and  other  rivers  to  Natchito- 
ches or  elsewhere.  Sound  policy  and  justice  to 
those  concerned  required,  therefore,  the  alt»?ration 
proposed  by  his  colleague  ;  from  whom  he  differed 
only  in  the  extension  of  the  credit  moved  for. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  prefer  twelve  months,  be- 
lieving that  term  to  be  nece.ssary  to  meet  the  cases 
already  stated.  A  credit  of  two  years  was  al- 
lowed in  the  duties  on  the  India  trade,  and  the 
voyages  performed  by  the  Western  people  in  seek- 
ing u  market,  almost  equalled  those  to  the  Indies. 
Mr.  C.  then  (.Mr.  Hardin  having  previously  with- 
drawn his  motion)  moved  to  insert  twelve  in- 
stead of  six  months. 

Mr.  S.MiTii,  of  Maryland,  concurred  in  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  who  supported  the  pro- 
posed alteration,  but  he  would  prefer  nine  months, 
conceiving  tiiat  term  sufficient  for  every  fair  pur- 
pose. He  thought  every  facility  and  encourage- 
ment ought  to  be  given  to  distillation,  which  he 
believed  would,  in  time,  become  a  very  great 
source  of  revenue,  as  the  farmers  would  find  it 
more  and  more  their  interest  to  carry  their  sur- 
plus grain  to  the  great  distilleries,  and  barter  it 
for  whiskey,  tJcc.  He  wished  also  tu  encourage 
the  manufacturer  of  that  article,  because  he  be- 
lieved it  the  least  pernicious  of  the  ardent  spirits 
generally  used. 

Mr.  Lowndes  rose  to  state  the  motives  which 
influenced  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
fixing  the  period  of  credit  at  six  months.  It  was 
deemed  by  thecommittee  a  sufficient  lime  to  allow 
the  manufacturer  to  receive  his  returns,  yet  not 
enough  to  endanger  the  public  revenue  by  too 
long  a  credit.  But  whilst  he  stated  these  views 
of  the  committee,  he  was  obliged  to  concur  in 
the  arguments  which  had  been  advanced  in  favor 
of  an  extension  of  the  term.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  twelve  months  was  rather  a  longer 
credit  than  necessary,  and  ttiat  nine  months  would 
be  enough  to  enable  the  most  remote  manufac- 
turers to  make  payment  from  the  proceeds  of  their 
maouiacture,  and  still  not  endanger  the  revenue 
by  too  long  a  credit. 

Al'ier  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Hardin  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion,  the  question  was  taken  there- 
on, and  carried — yeas  76. 

Mr.  H.  moved  to  strik?  out  the  clause  which 
prohibits  the  collector  from  entering  a  distillery 
except  in  the  day  time;  which  motion  was  also 
agreed  to. 


The  bill  contained  a  provision  that  all  persons 
taking  out  a  license  on  which  the  duty  should 
amount  to  S20,  should  be  required  to  pay  the 
same  down,  and  should  be  allowed  a  discouQt 
thereon,  at  the  rale  of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum. 
This  discount  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to 
increa5e  to  ten  per  cent.;  which  motion,  after 
some  discussion,  was  negatived. 

After  some  other  unsuccessful  motioiR — 

Mr.  Taul  moved  to  strike  out,  entirely,  the 
provision  which  re«^uired  all  duties  for  license 
under  S20  to  be  paid  down  in  money  ;  which  mo- 
tion he  supported  by  a  few  remarks. 

The  motion  wasoppoeed  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  who 
said  it  was  very  questionable  whether  the  sum 
required  by  the  bill  to  be  paid  dovro,  was  not  too 
small.     The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  then  offered  the  following  proviso 
to  the  4th  section  : 

"  That  stills  employed  solely  in  distilling  fruit,  shall 
not  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  duties  required  in  other  cases;  and  in 
those  cases  where  the  pomace  is  fermented  and  distilled, 
without  having  been  first  separated  from  the  liquor  by 
the  press,  not  more  than  two-thirds  shall  be  exacted. ' 

This  motion  produced  some  desultory  debate, 
and  was  finally  negatived. 

Mr.  Pickens,  after  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  motion,  moved  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  pro- 
viding that  the  owner  or  user  of  any  still  em- 
ployed wholly  in  distilling  from  fruit,  have  the 
option  of  taking  out  license,  either  on  the  capa- 
city agreeably  to  this  act,  or  on  the  product  at  —— 
cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  P.  offered  this  amendment  principally  on 
account  of  the  short  time  which  those  who  dis- 
tilled only  from  fruit  were  able  to  use  their  stills, 
which  he  thought  entitled  them  to  the  privilege 
he  proposed. 

His  motion  was,  however,  negatived  without  a 
division. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
and  amendments,  and  the  House  proceeded  to 
consider  the  report. 

The  House  agreed  s-rcessively,  without  objec- 
tion, to  the  several  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee,  until  it  came  to  that  adopted  yester- 
day, on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  to  increase  the 
duty  on  licenses  for  one  year  one  hundred  per 
cent.,  and  to  graduate  the  price  of  licenses  for 
shorter  periods  in  proportion  to  these  for  one 
year. 

On  concurring  in  this  amendment  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  demanded,  and  the  question  decided — 
yeas  66.  nays  62,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adgate,  Atherton,  Barbour,  Baasett, 
Brown.  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Ciiley,  Clay- 
ton, Condict,  Cooper,  Crocheron,  Cuthbert,  Darling- 
ton, Forney,  Gaston,  Gold,  Hale,  Hall,  Hawes,  Her- 
bert, Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Inghani,  Irrmg  of 
New  York,  Jewett,  Kent,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason, 
Mp'^rant,  Middleton,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Pickering,  Pinkney, 
Pitkin,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stearns,  Sturges, 
Taggart.   Tallmadge.  Taylor  of  New  York,  Telfair, 
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T  c^Dtend,  Tn,  ker,  Vo«e,  Ward  of  Musachuaetta, 
V|^4  of  New  Venej,  Webster,  Wendover,  Wilcox, 
\^d*,  Willoug'.by,  and  Yates. 

J^'ats — MesK^.  Alexander,  Baer,  Baker,  Bennett, 
B^|S  Blount,  dreckenridge,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cald- 
wM,  Cannon,  JCIarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of 
K^tocky,  Clen^ennin.  Conmtock.  Crawford,  Creigh- 
tcrt  Culpeper,  l^esha,  Edwards,  Goldsborough,  Hahn, 
KftVin,  Hender^fon,  Hungerford,  Jackson,  John^on  of 
Vx^nia,  JohrwA^n  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
K'ti]^  of  North  (^arolina.  Love,  Lyie,  Maclay,  McCoy, 
MrKee,  McLcaj^  of  Kentucky,  Moore,  Murfree,  New- 
tQi>I  Ormsby,  JJarria,  Pickens,  Piper,  Powell,  Rey- 
noii|s,  Roane,  itoot,  Ross,  Savage,  Sharpe,  ShefTey, 
8./^«h  of  Virgiuja,  Southard,  Stanford,  'i'aul,  Taylor 
ot  I'orth  Caroln|a,  Thomas,  Throop,  Wallace,  Ward 
o/asw  York,  \fhite8ide,  and  Wilham  Wilson. 

:Ur.  Parris  ihen  moved  to  restore  the  proviso 
iUi^e  fourth  >;JctioD,  which  had  yesterday  heen 
Jtr^ien  out  rtj  Corarniitee  of  the  Whole,  and 
WJt^ti  was  iQ.jhe  following  words,  viz:  '"  Pro- 
riHiffi,  That  iljtre  shall  be  paid  upon  each  still 
er,V-^«yed  whcSy  ia  the  disiiliaiion  of  roots,  but 
ciMj'.alf  the  rajes  of  duties  aboveraeniioned,  ac- 
c(*i3iue  to  the  capacity  of  such  still." 

j^Jjr.  P.  sttitei/ithat.  upon  retaining  this  provis- 
^would  enti  ely  depend  whether  the  distillers 
te  District  jif  Maine  could  work  their  stills, 
jftstsured  ihe.House  that  his  constituents  were 
trjally  intetested  in  having  it  retained,  for 
f<suit  It  distillation  from  roots,  particularly  in 
'.  ;ection  oi  the  country,  must  be  entirely 
'roded;  tha)  it  was  the  only  liquor  distilled 
iln  district, ^nd  he  believed  nearly  the  only 
:f  consumetj;  with  the  farmers  he  was  sure 
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be  bad  before  observed,  nr arly  ten  times  as  much 
was  collected  in  that  State  under  ibis  »lierna- 
live,  as  that  on  the  capacity  tax.  He  had  heard 
of  no  evasions  of  the  law  in  that  case,  and  thought 
It  wise  to  consult  the  convenience  and  the  habits 
of  the  people  in  the  mode  of  levying  burden* 
when  there  could  be  no  public  loss. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Mr^  P.  felt  a  reluctance  in  further  troubling 
the  House  after  the  unwelcome  reception  of  his 
former  motions  for  amendment;  be.  however 
thought  It  his  duty  to  make  another  essay  to  at- 
tain in  some  proportion  the  objects  of  his  former 
amendment. 

He  then  moved  the  same  amendment  as  (he 
last,  limiting  it  to  ihe  distillation  of  fruilt. 

This  motion  was  also  neijaiived. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  and  read  a 
third  lime. 


concurring 


ie  questionjwas  then   taken   _.. _ 

wiiLibe  Comm-ttee  in  striking  out  the  proviso, 
ancije^iided  against  concurrence,  by  the  casting 
votiiof  the  Speaker.  So  the  provivo  was  rc- 
Uii|6.  , 

A*.  CoNDicT-renewed  the  motion  he  made 
this^.iy  in  Cominittee  with  some  modifications, 
and||jpporied  tj  with  zeal;  but  his  exertions 
werf^ineffeciual.^ 

ACV  Pickenh  jhen  moved  to 
to  ir^  bill ;  the  (?bject  of  which 
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add  a  new  section 

h  was  to  retain  the 

allowed  Jn  the   last  act  in  case  of  small 

rs,  whereSy  a  duty  might  be  paid  of 

.>o  the  spij'.ts  distilled,  or  the  proposed  tax 
capacity;4it  the  option  of  the  owner. 
ts  varied  fi'om  the  motion  he  had  made  in 
ilttee  of  lilje  Whole,  as  that  extended  the 
f^live  to  arl  stills  used  in  distillation  from 
T,!<i^ly.  Emhwcing  in  some  measure  the  same 
'  lie  as  his  (vrmer  motion,  he  would  not.  he 


— ^  t  —  \ — I  —      ..«.,  .,1, 

aidj-'^nsume  tnjie  in  repeating  his  former  argu- 
netj*;!  The  opk;on  proposed  would  afford  great 
onNtii^ience  to  i»ie  farmers  of  the  interior  coun- 


c.        - 

try,  K'^tny  of  \f  horn  owned  small  distilleries, 
wlii<g>\{t  was  onliy  an  object  for  them  to  use  oc- 
casiit;;».i<ly,  and  ivhich  would  in  many  cases  not 
be  iTy.\  at  all,  if  compelled  to  be  entered  for  a 
gi*f 5 -period,  i/he  returns  of  the  duties  since 
tbe  J|6i  act  wtfnt  into  operation,  prove  huw 
uiupj|,\)reference  had  been  given,  in  ihe  State  he 
repri^jted.  to  pitying  the  duty  on  the  spirit;  as 


We  D.N  B8  DAY.  .March  20. 
Mr.  TocKKR,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
circulation  of  uncharter.  d  bank  notes,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[This  bill  does  not  operate  on  the  notes  of  any 
unchartered  bank  already  established,  and  the 
penalties  for  circulating  the  notes  prohibited  are 
not  to  attach  to  the  passer  of  the  notes,  but  to  the 
institution  which  shall  is^ue  them.] 

Mr.  TccKER  also  reported  a  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  completing  the  centre  buildinf»  of 
the  Capitol;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  enclosing  and 
improving  the  Capitol  square. 

Mr.  Tdcker  aUo  reported  a  bill  to  appropriate 
the  marriage  license  tax  within  Washington 
county  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  commitiej  toa  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  New  Jersey,  from  a  select  com- 
mittee, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Law;  which  was  read:  when,  Mr.  W.  reported 
a  bill  to  extend  the  patent  granted  to  Andrew 
L.aw  for  an  improvement  in  the  mode  of  printing 
music  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affdirs,  made  a  report  on  the  petiiion  of  Samuel 
Iravis,  and  others,  which  was  read;  when,  Mr. 
R.  reported  a  bill  allowing  pay  to  certain  persona 
made  prisoners  with  the  revenue  cutter  Surveyor ; 
which  was  re.id  twice,  and  committed  toa  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  Mo  auihorize  the  payment  for  properly 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,"  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Ci^ARK.  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Classification  and  Organization  of  the 
Militia,   reported  a  bill   for  orgaoiting,  classing, 
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and  arming  the  militia,  and  for  calling  them  forth 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  in.sur- 
rections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the 
laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com.niiiee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Stear.ns  subruitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  : 

Reaoltxd,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  the  House,  viz  : 

There  shall  be  a  standing  committee,  consisting  of 

members,  to  be  called  "  the   Committee  of  the 

Revision  of  Bills." 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  uid  committee  carefully 
to  examine  all  bills  which  may  be  reported,  before  they 
are  introduced  into  the  House,  to  make  verbal  or  tech- 
nical alterations,  or  take  the  same  into  anew  draught, 
if  they  shall  think  proper.  But  they  shall  not  change 
the  principles  or  provisions  of  any  bill  without  the 
consent  of  the  committee  who  shall  have  reported  the 
same. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "further  extending 
the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military  land 
warrants,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  twice, 
and  comraitied  to  the  Committee  on  tho  Public 
Land«. 

NATION.\L  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  on  National 
Currency,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  currency 
within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of 
Great  Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and  Spain,  and 
the  crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  pieces  of 
Napoleon  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Calhoun  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury : 

TsKisLHT  Defirtmiiit,  March  19,  1816. 

8ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  dated  the  15tl)  instant,  making  the  fol- 
lowing inquiries  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the 
National  Currency  : 

1st.  "  Is  it  practicable  or  expedient,  at  present,  to 
callect  the  dues  of  Uovernment  in  gold,  silver,  and 
copper  coins,  Treasury  notes,  and  notes  of  such  banks 
as  pay  specie  for  their  bilii>  ?" 

2d.  '•  If  ihia  be  not  practicable  or  expedient,  at  pres- 
ent, when  ought  an  act  directing  the  dues  of  Govern- 
ment to  be  so  paid,  to  go  into  eliect,  and  what  ought 
to  be  the  provuions  of  such  an  act  V" 

3d.  "  Would  It  be  expedient,  after  the    1st  of  No- 
vember next,  or  at  any  other  time,  to  increase  the  du-  ' 
ties  on  stamps  on  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  do  not  I 
pay  in  specie  ?"  j 

4tb.  "  Are  there  any  other  measures  that  it  would  be 
expedient  to  resort  to  lor  that  purpose  V  \ 

As  a  brief  consideration  of  the  general  subject  of, 
your  letter  will  aliord  the  best  foundation  for  speciiic  ; 
answers  to  the  questions  which  have  been  proposed,  I  | 
pray  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  in  the  adoption 
of  that  course. 

When  the  banks,  during  the  Summer  of  1814,  sus-  ! 
pended  the  payment  of  their  notes  in  coin,  th«  Trea-  i 
sury  notes  which  had  been  issued,  were  manilestly  ! 
incompetent,  both  in  amount  and  credit,  to  conalitute  | 


a  substitute  for  the  metallic  currency.  A  declaration, 
therefore,  at  that  time,  that  the  Government  would 
only  accept,  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  gold  and  silver, 
Treasury  notes  or  bank  notes  payable  on  demand  in 
coin,  would  have  been  equivalent  to  a  denial  of  the 
means  for  paying  the  duties  and  taxes,  at  the  very 
crisis  that  rendered  indispensable  a  strict  enforcement 
of  Uie  obligation  to  pay  iheai.  Nor  could  such  a  dec- 
laration have  been  properly  applied  to  the  loans  which 
the  necesiiiiies  of  the  'I'reasury  required.  A  subscrip- 
tion in  coin  was  not  to  be  expected  ;  a  subacripUun 
in  Treasury  notes  could  not  yield  any  active  aid  for 
general  purposes  ;  and  consequently  a  subscription  in 
the  local  currencies  of  the  several  States  must  have 
been  contemplated  as  the  chief  resource  for  procuring 
the  public  supplies,  as  well  as  for  discharging  the  public 
engagements.  Under  a  sense,  therefore,  of  the  necessity 
which  seems,  for  a  time,  to  have  reconciled  the  whole 
nation  to  the  suspension  of  payments  in  coin,  the 
Treasury  continued  to  receive  bank  notc«,  in  satisfac- 
tion of  every  public  claim  and  demand  ;  and  Congress, 
after  a  session  of  six  months,  adjourned  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1815,  without  intimating  any  objection,  or 
making  any  provision,  upon  the  subject. 

The  same  state  of  things  continued  throughout  the 
}'ear  1815.  In  tlie  annual  estimates  communicated  to 
Congress,  at  the  commencementof  the  present  session, 
it  was  stated,  that  the  aggregate  amount  which  would 
probably  be  realized  and  received  at  the  Treasury  du- 
ring 1815,  from  revenue  and  loans,  might  be  placed  at 
the  sum  of  at>out  $30,400,000.  But  the  gross  amount 
of  Treasury  notes  issued  and  unredeemed  in  1816, 
could  not  be  averaged  higher  than  $16,000,000;  and 
the  amount  in  actual  circulation  must  be  taken  at  a 
much  less  sum;  for,  whenever  and  wherever  the  Trea- 
sury notes  rose  to  par,  and  above  par,  they  were,  for 
obvious  reasons,  withheld  from  the  ordinary  uses  in 
exchange.  Nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury 
to  augment  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  beyond  the 
immediate  demand  for  fiscal  purposes.  Treasury  notes 
have  not  hitherto  been  regarded  by  the  law  ns  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  national  currency,  and  the  authority  to 
issue  them  is  only  granted,  as  an  auxiliary  fur  supply- 
ing the  occasionnl  deficiencies  of  the  revenue.  In  the 
New  England  States  alone,  the  banks  still  professed 
to  pay  their  notes  upon  demand  in  gold  and  silver  ; 
but,  in  fact,  the  isttues  of  bank  notes  in  that  quarter 
have  proved  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity ;  and  the  revenue  is  almost  entirely  collected 
in  Treasury  notes,  which  have  been  purchased  at  a 
considerable  discount.  It  is  certain,  therefore,  that 
neither  Treasury  notes,  nor  circulating  coin,  nor  the 
notes  of  banks  paying  in  coin,  could  furnish,  in  1816, 
a  sutlicicnt  medium,  to  satisfy  the  amount  of  the 
duties,  taxes,  and  loans,  for  the  year.  But,  it  is  import- 
ant here  to  add,  that  while  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try was  as  destitute  of  a  currency  of  coin,  as  the  cilie* 
and  towns  uiton  the  Atlantic,  the  Treasury  note  me- 
dium was,  in  elfect,  monopolized  by  the  commercial 
cities;  and  the  local  banks  furnished  all  the  means 
which  the  planter  or  the  farmer  could  collect  for  the 
payment  ot  his  rent  or  his  tax. 

During  the  year  1HI3,  the  effecU  of  the  late  war 
upon  public  and  private  credit  were  still  felt ;  and  the 
extraordinary  event,  which  involved  Europe  in  a  new 
conflict,  threatened  a  continuance  of  the  drain  upon 
our  gold  and  silver;  to  be  augmented,  according  to  a 
general  apprehension,  by  the  torce  of  an  unfavorable 
b«dancc  of  trade.     Under  such  circumstances,  the  ree- 
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Potion  of  tt«  national  currency  of  coin  could   not 
s^e  to  be  J.-'sirable  ;  but  it  must  become  more  diffi- 
,Jt  in  the  acr^mplishment.     The  alternative  issue  of 
liijf  measure  tVserved,  therefore,  the  most  serious  con- 
ijferation  ;  akid  it  was  to  be  determined,  not  only  upon 
.  '♦tjjws  of  fiscal  interest  and  accommodation,  but  upon 
;  jlsSwciplcs  of  national  policy  and  justice.     The  conse- 
|Tijr"nce  of  rejecting  bank  notes,  which  were  not  paid 
5<|i^ demand  iii'xoin,  (if  such  payments  were  not  thereby 
'^v'^cpJ  genial)  must  have  been  to  put  at  hazard  the 
j3(uJfction  of  tiie  revenue,  in  point  of  time  and  in  point 
■  ^L*  i-oduct ;  to^deteriorate  (if  not  to  destroy)  the  only 
!«r(juate  medt<iai  of  exchange,  adopted  by   the  cooi- 
lii^n  consent  i>f  the  nation,  in  a  case  of  extreme  neces- 
^^ft' :  and,  in  >iort,  to  shake   the  very  foundatfons  of 
fir^ate  properti'.     The  powers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
i^lJ'ijt  were  gTojited,  for  purposes  contemplated  by  the 
hf^'^jilature  in  waking  the  grant ;  but  it  is  not  believed, 
}ft^.^  <^ase  att 'ndcd  with  circumstances  so  extraordi- 
;j*(tay'i  cmbracin-r  interests  so  extensive,  and  involving 
5^%^«quence8  no  important,  was   at  any  time  anticipu- 
fcjyf  by  the    Lf^i»lature  ;  or  that  it  could  be  properly 
i5^pcted    to    ^ny  other    than  the  legislative  agency. 
l>»ving,  therejore,  made  several  ineffectual  attempts  to 
i^ve  the  public  embarrassment.-!,  it  was  deemed  the 
ilfi'ty  of  the   department    to  repose,  with  confidence, 
*ion  the  wisti<>m    and  authority  of  Congress,  for  the 
»|^rt^ation  of  «  remedy  suited  to  the  malady  of  the 

Jy^e   period ^as  arrived  when  such  a  remedy   mav 

Safely  and  njjrely  applied.     The  opinion  expressed 
the  Treasurer  report  of  the  6th  of  December  last,  is 
I  however   e-ntcrtained,  that   iLe  currency  in  coin 
C'^nbt  at  once  fre  restored  ;  that  it  can  only  be  restored 
t^jyugh  a  grad-'.al   reduction  of  the  amount,  attended 
bj*i.f»   amelioration  of  the  value  of  the  existing  paper 
nifuiiUi,  and   (Sat  the  measure  of  reform  must  origi- 
nikt:   with  the  ^ate  banks.     It  has  been  said,  indeed, 
l^y  tbo»c  instkjitions  have  already  begun  the  salutary 
*Vt4;  that  the  amount  of  their  discounts  has  been 
reduced  ;  that  the  issues  of  their  paper  have  been  re- 
>tncted  ;  and  ttfet  preparations  are  made  for  convert- 
ing-^^  their  capitaj  of  public  stock  into   the  mere  legiti- 
mit*    capital  oi.  gold  and    silver.     Public  confidence 
TTi>^  naturally  t^>llow  these  just  and  judicious  arrange- 
ta<^^s;  hut  thf.interposition  of  tlie  Government  will 
sjillj)^  required;  to  secure  a  successful  result. 

;.Vmu8t  at  all  times  be  a  delicate  task  to  exact  the 
pkyjient  of  duties  and  taxes  in  gold  and  silver,  before 
t^cVTreasury  i*  prepared,  independent  of  any  contin- 
gjenjly.  to  give  an  assurance  that  the  public  creditors 
sittA  be  paid  i^i  the  same  or  an  ••quivalrnt  medium. 
I^  &wever,  a  .Vational  Bank  be  now  established,  this 
a^s*ance  may  !Ue  confidently  given  ;  and  it  is  believed 
iKayihe  appretii-'nsion  will  prove  unfounded,  which 
aifgpsfla  that  tl-Q  issue  of  bank  paper  will  be  increased, 
aftd  consequenihr  will  depreciate  by  the  operation  of 
»^l\  «n  institTilion.  A  demand  for  the  paper  of  the 
Nain^ial  Bank  t^iay  diminish  the  demand  for  the  paper 
of  ifcrt  State  liajaks,  but,  aAer  the  restoration  of  the 
cirrj-ricy  in  cojif,  the  whole  issue  of  bank  paper  will 
hit  riy^ulated  byjthe  whole  demand;  and  the  propor- 
t^ny>f  the  is.-;u<^to  be  enjoyed  by  the  National  Bank 
ajpd  Vie  State  bajiks,  respectively,  will  be  the  subject  of 
aj/a^  competitiin,  without  affecting  the  pubhc  inter- 
ejttsjor  convenience.  If,  therefore,  the  State  banks 
hdvf  resumed  l\\e  payment  of  their  notes  in  coin,  be- 
ferehhe  National  Bank  shall  be  o-ganiied.  there  will 
oe  ^  hazard  of  ;li9appointment  in  promising  a  similar 
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payment  to  the  public  creditors  ;  but  even  if  th»t  be 
not  the  case,  the  hazard  will  be  slight,  considering  all 
the  legislative  precautions  which  it  is  proposed  to 
adopt.  Added  to  the  metallic  capital  of  the  National 
Bank,  the  deposites  of  the  reyenue,  collected  in  gold 
and  silver,  must  be  a  sufficient  basis  for  a  circulation 
of  coin  ;  as  the  uses  for  the  paper  of  the  bank,  extend- 
ing throughout  the  nation,  will  be  constant  as  well  as 
uniform. 

Under  these  general  impressions  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  specific  answers  to  your  inquiries,  in  the 
following  form  : 

1.  That  it  be  made  by  law  the  duty  of  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury  to  give  public  notice  that,  from  and 
after  the  3 lit  day  of  December  next,  it  will  not  be  law- 
ful to  receive  in  payment  to  the  United  States,  any- 
thing but  gold,  silver,  and  copper  coins,  constituting 
the  lawful  national  currency  ;  provided,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  may,  as  heretofore,  authorize 
and  allow  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  such  banks  as 
may  pay  their  notes,  on  demand,  in  the  lawful  money 
of  the  United  States. 

3.  That,  from  and  after  the  same  day,  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  authorize 
or  allow  deposites  of  the  revenue  to  be  made,  or  to  be  con- 
tinued, in  any  bank  which  shall  not  pay  iu  notes,  when 
demanded,  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  Slates. 

3.  That,  from  and  after  the  same  day,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to  take  legal 
measures  for  obtaining  payment,  in  the  lawful  money 
of  the  United  States,  of  all  notes  or  sums  on  deposite, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  issued  by,  or  deposited' 
in,  any  bank  which  shall  not  then  pay  its  notes  and 
deposites,  on  demand,  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

1.  That,  from  and  after  the  same  day,  the  notes  of 
banks  and  bankers  shall  be  charged  with  a  graduated 
stamp  duty,  advanced  at  least  two  hundred  per  cent, 
upon  the  present  duty,  without  the  privilege  of  com- 
niutation  ;  saving,  in  that  respect,  all  existing  contracU  : 
Provided,  That  if  any  banks  or  bankers  shall,  on  or 
before  the  1st  day  of  November  next,  notify  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  their  notes  will  be  paid  in 
coin,  upon  demand,  after  the  Slst  of  December  ;  and  if 
it  Ik;  proved  to  his  satisfaction  that,  after  that  diy,  pay- 
ment wa*  bo  made,  then,  with  re>pect  to  such  banks 
or  bankers,  the  rate  of  duty  and  the  privilege  of  com- 
mutation shall  remain  as  now  established  by  law. 

Although  the  success  of  these  measures  is  not  in  any 
degree  doubted,  it  may  be  proper  to  add.  thai  if  it 
ever  shall  become  necessary  to  increase  their  force, 
proTision  might  be  made,  under  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress,  to  subject  all  banks  and  bankers 
failing  to  pay  their  notes,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  to  a  seizure  of  their  estates  and  effects,  for 
the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  as  in  a  case  of  lera! 
bankruptcy. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter,  without  an  expression 
of  some  solicitude,  at  the  present  situation  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  State  banks  have  ceased  to  alTord  any  ac- 
commodation for  the  transfer  of  iu  funds.  The  reve- 
nue 18  paid  (as  already  stated)  in  Treasury  notes, 
where  Treasury  notes  are  below  par;  and  the  public 
engagements  can  only  be  satisfactorily  discharged  in 
Treasury  note.*,  which  are  immediately  funded  at  seTcn 
per  cent.  Where  Treasury  notes  are  above  par,  the 
local  accumulation  of  bank  credits  is  beyond  the  local 
demands,  and  the  excess  cannot  be  used  elsewhere. 
Dujcontent   and  speculation  are    abroad;  and  all  the 
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esUmatea  of  the  amonnt  of  the  (bntfed  debt,  created 

since  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  will  probably 
fail,  unless  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  effectually 
provide  for  the  early  restoration  of  an  uniform  National 
Currency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  «Scc. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhouw,  Chairman,  4-c. 

TAX  ON  STILLS. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to  abolish 
the  existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lieu  of 
those  at  present  imposed  od  licenses  to  distillers 
of  spirituous  liquors."  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  IIS,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Yeas — .Messrs.  .\dgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton.  Baker,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Belts,  Bird- 
sail,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Cady,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke 
of  N.  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Clenden- 
nin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Crocheron,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Edwards,  Forney,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Gold,  Goodwyn, 
Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin, 
Hawes,  HendersQn,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Ing- 
ham, Irving  of  New  York,  Jewell,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
LyoD,  .Maclay,  .Marsh,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McCoy, 
.McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton, 
Milnor,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nel- 
son of  Virginia,  Parris,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Powell,  Reed,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Va.,  Southard,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Sturgcs,  Taggart,  Tate,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Taylor  of  S.  Carolina,  Telfair,  Throop,  Town- 
send,  Tucker,  Wallace,  W  ard  of  New  York,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilcox, 
Wilde,  Wilkin,  Willoughby.  William  Wilson.  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Cul- 
peper,  Goidsborough,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia. 
McKee,  Newton,  Randolph,  Roane,  Stanford,  Vose. 

LIQUIDATION  OF  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  to  proviJefor  theadjustment  of  certain 
accounts,  in  which  papers  or  vouchers  have  b;?en 
lost,  was  withdrawn  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred  ;  and  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill. 

After  a  good  deal  of  discussion  on  the  princi- 
ple as  well  as  the  details  of  the  bill  (to  whicti  sun- 
dry amendments  were  offered) — in  which  Messrs. 
JoH.NsoN  of  Kentucky,  Low.ndes,  Parris,  Gold, 
and  others,  supported  the  bill ;  and  Messrs.  Pit- 
Ki.N,  Hlgeh,  Hopkinson,  and  others,  opposed  it — 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  repeal  the  duties  on  household  furniture,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches;  to  which  no  amend- 
ment being  offered,  the  Committee  proceeded  to 
take  up  the  bill  to  regulate 

THE  TARIFF; 

which,  having  been  read  through,  and  taken  up 
by  sections — 


Mr.  Strong  proposed  to  amend  the  bi!f  bv  strik- 
ing out  the  clause  which  imposes  a  doty  of  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  imported  woollen  and  cotton 
manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  and  to  substi- 
tute a  provision  imposing  a  tax  of  33^  per  cent, 
on  manufactures  of  cotton,  and  28  per  cent,  on 
those  of  wool. 

This  motion  involving  the  question  to  what 
extent  domestic  fabrics  shall  be  encouraged  by 
protecting  duties  on  foreign  manufactures — 

Mr.  Strong  supported  his  motion,  and  the 
expediency  of  making  the  duty  on  the  imported 
articles  higher  than  was  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lowndes  rose  and  replied  to  Mr.  Strong 
on  the  quej-iion  of  extending  the  duty,  taking  a 
clear  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject  of 
protecting  duties  generally  ;  supporting  the  sys- 
tem proposed  by  the  bill,  and  stating  the  motives 
which  induced  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  report  a  smaller  duty  on  the  articles 
named,  than  was  recommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  dec. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  commenced  some 
remarks  on  the  subject,  but  not  anticipating  that 
the  question  would  be  put  to-day,  and  wishing  to 
refer  to  some  notes  not  by  him.  he  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  the  bill  to 
repeal  the  tax  on  furniture  and  watches — which 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  bill  to  reg- 
ulate the  tariff  of  duties. 

THE  MILITARY  STAFF. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  resolved  ilself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  organize  a  general  staff  for 
the  Army. 

Mr.  JoHN?!ON  then  entered  into  a  detailed  com- 
parative view  of  the  staff  proposed  by  the  bill 
with  that  which  existed  during  the  war,  to  show 
that  the  Military  Committee  had  not  recom- 
mended an  extravagant  staff,  or  one  g'eater  fn 
proportion  to  the  number  of  men  retained  on  the 
Peace  Establishment  than  was  allowed  and  fuund 
necessary  during  the  war. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  followed  Mr.  John- 
son in  support  of  the  general  object  of  the  bill, 
but  regretted  there  was  not  a  greater  proportion 
of  officers  allowed  for  the  Q,uartermaster's  de- 
partment, the  value  and  necessity  of  whose  ser- 
vices he  enforced  by  a  few  remarks. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  in  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill,  anJ  adopted  several  minor 
amendments  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  clause  which 
provides  for  the  retention  of  certain  staff  oSScers 
who  had  been  provisionally  retained  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stales  since  the  time  of  re- 
ducing the  Army  to  the  Peace  Esfablishraent". 
Mr.  T.  thought  this  clause  interfered  with  the 
Constitutional  power  of  the  President  and  Senate 
to  fill  offices.  Although  the  officers  alluded  to 
had  been  in  the  service,  and  had   been  pissed  on 
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{|»y  ihe  Pr^iideni  and   Senate,  ihey  were  now  to 


leni!< 'private  ciiizens,  and   this  bill  would 

•Ifg'-'aif  ih.^'in  into  office  again  wiihout  allowing 

ViK  Presidt^t  to  act  in  the  cas*.    Mr.  T.  declared 

K»ai  his  mi.'iioa  arose  from  no  want  of  respect  for 

a>€  characjers  of  the  gentlemen   referred   to  in 

J^  bill. 

4  Mr.  JonweoN,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thought, 
fi^iead  of  il)e  bill  legislating  those  persons  into 
^ffice,  the  raoiion    would   legislate  them  out  of 


^>e.  and  lie  was  opposed  to  the  latter  legi>laiion 
y  much  as^to  the  former.  He  denied  that  they 
fcvre  reduc-d  to  the  rank  of  private  citizen^:,  and 
fciierifd  ihai  ihey  had  been  constanily  in  service. 
A.''ier  s<-me  ^uriher  remarks  by  Mr.  J.  to  prove  the 
^iproprietyjof  carrying  those  officers  again  before 

fwte  Senaie.wnd  to  esiabli>h  ihe  propriety  of  the 
■SiUse  as  ii  kiood  in  the  bill — 
Mr.  HoLifCBT  .said  he  would  not  sanction  the 
4=)use  if  h»t thought  il-'usceptibleof  the  construc- 
■^>n  given  ty  it  by  Mr.  Taylor;  but  the  Presi- 
nt  and  Striate  bad  already  done  their  duty. and 
those  officers  were  now  in  office,  and  had  been 
ever  Mnc*  their  appointment,  he  could  see  no 
iMTi  for  ijoing  through  the  process  again,  or 
ubiing  uh  Senate  to  repeat  its  former  de- 
loii,  Ac.   I 

After  a  fejir  words  from  Mr.  Pickering  against 
proposu^n — 

Mr.  TaycSr's  motion  was  decided  in  the  nee- 
ai»e.  * 

jlrhe  Corar^ittee  having  gone  through  the  Staff 
,  fcC^.  proceedrjd,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  to  lake 
u;f  the  bill  io  establish  an  additional  military 
■'idemy  ;  vf  lich  having  been  read— 
^  yir.  PiCKi  |iNO  said  it  liud  occurred  to  him  that 
i»f  .vision*  riiight  bo  incorporated  into  this  bill 
i*W!?ich  would,  make  It  much  more  useful,  by  ex- 
texJiQg  It  lo  laval  as  well  as  military  young  men  ; 
Ati'  as  WesijPoiDi  would,  in  his  opinion"  be  a' 
proper  situaijoQ  for  the  instruction  of  both,  he 
hm,  preparevl  a  substitute  for  the  present  bill, 
wjicti  wub  f^rmi.-sion  he  would  read. 

<  iSr.  P.  ihtij  offered,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bi^  .  a  sobsti^'ute,  embracing  in  detail  the  view 
si^  taniully  fiaied  by  him;  which  was  received 
-•w:  i^iout  otijt^tion,  and  subsequently  the  House 
t>T  ;^  red  it  to  ^e  primed. 

'';j  other  ijioiion  being  made,  the  Committee 
iro.  t,  and  reijoried  the  bills  with  their  several 
au  .-tidinents  «  and 

.le  Hous»^proceeded  to  con  ider   the  amend- 

18  to  iheifeoeral  staff  bill;  which  were  suc- 

i«vely  a:.'r4*fd  to. 

0  lUfffeciJial  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Betts 

•duce  the  ~iiumber  of  judge  advocates  proposed 
■  three  t>i  one. 

f.  JouNh*yN  had  made  an  unsuccessful  mo- 
tio%)  in  CoiiJKittee,  to  add  a  section  to  the  bill 
au^or.zing  ti^  President  of  tbe  United  States  lo 
•nijluy  live  Ujousand  dollars  in  the  purchase  of 
^ej-in    miliijyy   charts  and    surveys  owned   by 

\:.  NsLflo^^,  of  Virginia,  now  renewed  this 
©•^►lon.  wtiicli  he  supported  with  zeal  and  feeling 
«>t<j'be  groQi^Jl  of  the  Revolutionary  servic»«  of 


} 
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Colonel  Tafbara,  and  the  value  of  the  charts  and 
maps  which  it  was  proposed  lo  purchase  lor  ihe 
use  of  tbe  nation. 

The  motion  was  supported  alio  by  Mr.  Conoict 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  carried— yeas  48* 
nays  44.  ' 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  21. 
Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on   the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report;   which  was  read 
and   the  resolt:tion   therein    contained   was   con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
establish  a  land  office  for  the  sale  of  public  lands 
at  the  town  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory  of  Mi$- 
.«ouri,  or  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  io  the  county  of 
Cape  Girardeau,  in  the  same  Territory. 

.Mr.  Nelson,  from  ihe  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  'to  limit 
the  right  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  cotirt  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,"  wiih 
an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House;  and  the  said  amendment^was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  inform  this 
H(juse  what  course  has  been  pursued  by  the  War 
Department  as  to  the  payment  of  interest  in  cases 
where  bills  have  been  drawn  on  the  Department 
for  money  actually  received  by  a  public  agent 
and  which  bills  it  was  not  in  the  power  ol  the 
brcretary  to  pay  for  want  of  funds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of 
I  VVays  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
I  the  expediency  of  increasing   the  annual   allow- 
ance to  Ministers  of  the  United  Slates  to  foreign 
nations,  and  of  allowing  annual  salaries   to   the 
Consuls  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  ports 

Ao  engrossed  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional  Tev- 
enijes  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 
00  household  furniture  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  -An  act  for  the  li- 
quidation  of  certain  claims,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MILITARY  STAFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  organize  a  general  staff 
lor  the  Army,  was  read  the  third  time 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  N^w  York,  after  repeating  hu 
objeciions  to  that  clause  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides for  retaining  certain  officers  (deemed  by 
him  not  to  be  in  service)  without  the  further 
sanction  of  the  President  and  Senate,  and  the  ne- 
cessity he  was  therefore  under  of  voting  against 
a  bill  whose  objects  he  approved,  if  the  clause  was 
not  modified— and  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
bill  made  conformable  to  his  views  on  this  point, 
he  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  .Military 
Committee. 

Messrs.  Hall,  Root,  and  Hahoin,  respectively 
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)tion  in  a  modi- 


supported  the  recommitment  on   the  ground  of       Mr.  Clay  then  renewed  his  mo..„.. 

objection   to    the    section   of  the    bill,   yesterday  fied  shape,  by  proposing   to  extend""the  "^^1700 

adopted,  to  appropriate  five  thousand  dollars  for  cotton  goods  to  thirty  per  cent,  in  lieu  of  twenty- 

the  purchase  of  military  maps  and  charts.  five. 


Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  recom 
mi:mfot,  and  supported  that  provision  of  the  bill 
which  was  the  ground  of  the  latter  objection, 
which  turned  entirely  on  the  merits  of  Colonel 
Taiham,  the  owner  of  the  maps  which  it  was 
contemplated  to  purchase,  and  the  value  of  the 
charts,  dec. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports,  (tc. 

Mr.  Strong  withdrew  the  motion  he  made 
yesterday  to  increase  the  duty  on  imported  cot- 
tons and  woollens;  and 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
creasing the  duty  on  imported  cottons  from  twen- 
ty-five to  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent.  Mr. 
C.  made  this  motion,  he  said,  to  try  the  sense  of 
the  House  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was  willing 
lo  go  in  protecting  domestic  manufactures — as- 
suming that  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  propriety  of  such  protection,  but  only  on 
the  degree  to  which  encouragement  should  be 
carried.  He  proceeded  to  advocate  a  thorout^h 
and  decided  protection  by  ample  duties,  and  sup- 
ported his  motion  at  some  length. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  replied  to  Mr.  Clay, 
and  argued  against  increasing  the  duty  beyond 
the  amount  recommended  io  the  bill.  Mr.  S. 
took  a  very  wide  view  of  the  subject;  discussing 
separately  and  fully  the  effect  which  would  be 
produced  by  the  proposed  duties  on  commerce,  on 
manufactures,  on  agriculture,  and  on  the  revenue, 
and  staling  incidentally  some  objections  to  the 
bill,  and  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  He  was  in  favor  of  protecting 
domestic  fabrics,  but  differed  from  Mr.  Clay  as 
to  the  extent  of  that  protection. 

Mr.  Lowndes  followed  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay, 
and  in  reply  also  to  Mr.  S.mith's  objections  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
entered  into  an  ample  and  particular  defence  of 
Ihe  system  reported  on  the  subject  by  the  com- 
mittee ;  when  the  question  on  Mr.  Clay's  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  51,  nays  43. 

.Mr.  Pickering  then,  with  the  view  of  substi- 
tuting an  ad  valorem  duty,  moved  to  strike  out 
that  clause  of  the  first  section  which  provides  that 
all  cotton  cloths,  (except  nankeens,)  the  original 
cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported  shall 
be  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard, 
shall  be  taken  to  have  cost  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  ac- 
cordingly. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  further  debate,  in 
which  the  expediency  of  protecting  duties  and 
iheir  extent  were  discussed  at  much  length.  It 
was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Lowndes.  Strong,  and  Taylor,  and 
aegatived — only  eight  or  ten  rising  in  lis  fa?or. 


Mr.  C.  advocated  this  motion  still  more  at 
length  than  the  first — replying  to  many  of  Mr. 
Smith's  arguments,  and  entering  largely  into  the 
general  question  of  the  expediency  of  affording 
protection  to  our  own  manufactures. 

Mr.  Robertson  replied  to  Mr.  Clay,  and  an- 
swered generally  the  objections  which  had  been 
urged  by  Mr.  C.  and  others  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  de- 
fende.l  as  proposing  a  just  and  ample  protection 
to  domestic  manufactures. 

After  Mr.  R.  concluded,  the  Committee  rose, 
obtained  leave  lo  sit  again,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  March  22. 

Mr.  Bassett  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  a  Naval  Academy  be  established  at 

Washington,  to  consist  of professors  and  teachers, 

at  which  all  the  midshipmen  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  instructed,  when  not  in  actual  ser- 
vice. That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  required  to 
adjust  a  proper  plan,  to  select  a  proper  site,  to  cause  a 
just  estimate  of  the  eipenpo,  and  report  thereon  in  the 
first  week  of  the  neit  session  of  Congress. 

Jiesoived,  That  an  able  teacher  be  provided  for  each 
seventy-four  and  forty-four  in  commission,  whose  sal- 
ary shall  be dollars.     There  shall   be    allotted   to 

each  ship,  as  above,  a  double  portion  at  least  of  mid- 
shipmen, and  their  time  shall  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween ship  duty  and  study.  No  midshipman  shall  be 
allotted  to  any  of  the  smaller  vessels  until  he  has  beca 
two  years  at  least  in  service. 

Resolved,  That number  of  apprentices  be  en- 
tered annually  to  the  United  Sutes,  to  be  maintained, 
and  instructed  in  naval  architecture,  draughting,  draw- 
ing, all  the  branches  of  mathematics,  geometry,  and 
navigation.  Their  instruction  to  close  with  two  yearn 
service  at  sea,  as  carpenter,  in  a  vessel  of  the  United 
States. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Bassett,  ia 
which  he  quoted  the  examples  of  various  Euro- 
pean countries,  in  support  of  his  motion,  the  reso- 
lutions were  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OR.MdBY.  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  compensation 
now  allowed  by  law  to  the  collectors  of  the  in- 
ternal revenue  of  the  United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  the  val- 
uation of.lands,  lots,  dwelling-house,  and  slaves,  in 
Pennsylvania,  made  in  obedience  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  the  7th  instant,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BuRWELL,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1816;  which  was 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 
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insteaijif  il)f  billjlegislaiing  those 
oflBce.lfce   raotioD.  Would    Ifgislate 


by  ih*^p^ii>ideni  itid  Senaie,  ibey  were  now  lo 
all  inti^fi  private  ciiizens,  and  this  bill  would 
Iegi«la,i3  ihein  into  otfii:e  again  wiihout  allowing 
Ihf  Fr,5ii|[ent  to  aci  in  the  case.  Mr.  T.  declared 
thai  hc^JhJuiion  ariise  from  no  want  of  respect  lor 
the  ctit;ttcier8  of  liie  genlleraen  referred  to  in 
the  bii;ic  J 

Mr.  iti)HN80N,  t^  Kentucky,  said  he  thought, 

»ose  persons  into 
tliem  out  of 
offii-e.  t|^  he  wa.s  (W)pused  to  the  latter  legislation 
as  niu^t||  as  to  the  jormer.  He  denied  that  they 
wtTf  ^'^ucfd  to  th^  rank  of  private  citizen'*,  and 
asserftjjCJnat  ihey  s>ad  been  consianily  in  service. 
After  -5  4V  furihei.  remarks  by  Mr.  J.  to  prove  the 
iroproil^il'iy  of  cari*/irig  those  officers  again  before 
the  Seii)^,  and  tO|esiabli>h  the  propriety  of  the 
clause  ivjt  stood  \k  the  bill — 

Mr.  |j(  LGCBT  sdjd  he  would  not  sanction  the 
clause  Ir'rje  ihougit  it  susceptible  of  the  construc- 
tion gi^ci)  to  It  byJMr.  Taylor;  but  the  Presi- 
dent ajtf^^enaie  tud  already  done  their  duty. and 
as  ihoi^i^cers  wfre  now  in  office,  and  had  been 
80  evti"«1|ice  theit -appointment,  he  could  see  no 
rea>t>ii(|jr  going  '-.hrough  the  process  again,  or 
iruublw'A^i  the  Seirate  10  repeat  its  former  de- 
Cisioii^«|r..  ' 

Aft^*,  tew  wo/ji 
the  |)r")J(^<sition —  ^ 

Mr,  Taylor' 
ative.  i^^ 


s  from  Mr.  Pickering  against 


'e  ntotion  was  decided  in  the  neg- 


TheCy^mitteefiaving  gone  through  the  Staff 
bill,  pr -(^edfd,  on  <rotion  of  Mr.  Jobnbon,  to  take 
up  tht;;H;ll    to  esdblish   an   additional   military 


iving  been  read  — 


acadeiivyjr^  which  Ua' 

Mr.  ^«t:KcaiNO  sjtid  it  liud  occurred  to  him  that 
'i!<>^i^  might  |)e   incorporated   into   this  bill 


provi 

wliicl)  »^fUld  inak>.  U  much  more  useful,  by  ex- 
tendiQ^  w  to  navalas  well  as  military  young  men  ; 
and  a!«v<'iVesi  Poiiti  would,  in    his  opinion,   be  a 


proper >VvuatioQ  fgr  the  instruciioo  of  both,  he 
had  ^i^^tred  a  substitute  for  the  present  bill, 
whiciii^nb  permii^ion  he  W(iuld  road. 

Mr.  I'yihfu  offf/ed,  as  an  aioendmenl   to   the 


bill,  u  iJDsiiiule,  vmbraciog  in  detail  the  view 
sub-l<*i^^lly  siateii  by  liicn  ;  which  was  received 
wiinoL43p;iijec(ion|  and  subsequently  the  House 
ord»'ie>^t^  to  be  planted. 

N'"»  i^iT  moiiui  being  made,  the  Committee 
ro>e,  a^if  reporter'  the  btUs  with  their  several 
ameiidMrnts :  and. 


\n 


Tiie^juse  proft'eded  to  con-ider  the  amend- 
ments S^iht- geoerUl  staff  bill;  which  were  suc- 
ce».si»t»»"iajreed  liV. 

Ao  1-  ^».ffeciual  u'otion  was  made  by  Mr.  Betts 
to  redijj;;^)  the  number  of  judge  advocates  proposed 
from  i'ij^«?  to  one.  | 

Mr.  JhuNSOH  bid  made  an  unsuccessful  mo- 
tion, Mi^'^xJiiiiiiiite^^  to  add  a  section  to  the  bill 
authoTifclig  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
eraployjllfe  ihousiiiad  dollars  io  the  purchase  of 
cei  iitih^ykiiiiary  cviaris  and  surveys  owned  by 
■WilhaLr'Talham.  - 


Mr   ^ 


LfiOM,  o.'  Virginia,  now  renewed  this 
moiiuo^bicti  be  vupporied  with  zeal  and  ferliog, 
•o  lUe^foaud  of'  the  Rtvolutiooary  services  of 


Colonel  Tatharo,  and  the  value  of  the  charts  and 
maps  which  it  was  proposed  to  purchase  for  the 
use  of  the  nation. 

The  motion  was  supported  also  by  Mr.  Condict, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  carried — yeas  48, 
nays  44. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  21. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con* 
curred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows:  ;<, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
establish  a  land  office  for  the  sale  of  public  lands 
at  the  town  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, or  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  in  the  county  of 
Cape  Girardeau,  in  the  same  Territory. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  limit 
the  right  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House;  and  the  said  amendment  was  or- 
dered to  be  engros.sed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
lime  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  inform  this 
House  what  course  has  been  pursued  by  the  War 
Department  as  to  the  payment  of  interest  in  cases 
where  bills  have  been  drawn  on  the  Df'partment 
for  money  actually  received  by  a  public  agent, 
and  which  bills  it  was  not  io  the  power  of  the 
Sfcretary  to  pay  for  want  of  funds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foruyth,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  annual  allow- 
ance to  Ministers  of  the  United  Slates  to  foreign 
nations,  and  of  allowing  annual  salaries  to  the 
Consuls  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  ports. 

Ao  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  dulie.s 
on  household  furniture  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  li- 
quidation of  certain  claims,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." wa?  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MILITARY  WTAFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  organize  a  general  staff 
for  the  Army,  was  read  the  third  time. 

.Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  after  repeating  hik 
objections  to  that  clause  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides for  retaining  certain  officers  (deemed  by 
him  not  to  be  in  service)  without  the  further 
sanction  of  the  President  and  Senate,  and  the  ne- 
cessity he  was  therefore  under  of  voting  against 
a  bill  whose  objects  he  approved,  if  the  clause  was 
not  modified — and  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
bill  made  conformable  to  his  views  oti  this  point, 
be  moved  that  it  he  recommitted  to  the  Military 
Committee. 

Messrs.  Hall,  Root,  and  Hardin,  respectively 
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supported  the  recommitment  on  the  ground  of 
objection  to  the  section  of  the  bill,  yesterday 
adopted,  to  appropriate  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  purchase  of  military  maps  and  charts. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  recom- 
mitment, and  supported  that  provision  of  the  bill 
which  was  the  ground  of  the  latter  objection, 
which  turned  entirely  on  the  merits  of  Colonel 
Tatharo,  the  owner  of  the  maps  which  it  was 
contemplated  to  purchase,  and    the   value   of  the 

charts,  d-c. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports.  &.C. 

Mr.  Strong  withdrew  the  motion  he  made 
yesterday  to  increase  the  duty  on  imported  cot- 
tons and  woollens;  and 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
creasing the  duty  on  imported  cottons  from  twen- 
ty-five to  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent.  Mr. 
C.  made  this  motion,  he  said,  to  try  the  sense  of 
the  House  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was  willing 
to  go  in  protecting  domestic  manufactures — as- 
suming that  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  propriety  of  such  protection,  but  only  on 
the  degree  to  which  encouragement  should  be 
carried.  He  proceeded  to  advocate  a  thorough 
and  decided  protection  by  ample  duties,  and  sup- 
ported his  motion  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  replied  to  Mr.  Clay, 
and  argued  against  increasing  the  duty  beyond 
the  amount  recommended  in  the  bill.  Mr.  S. 
look  a  very  wide  view  of  the  subject;  discussing 
separately  and  fully  the  effect  which  would  be 
produced  by  the  proposed  duties  on  commerce,  on 
manufactures,  on  agriculture,  and  on  the  revenue, 
and  stating  incidentally  some  objections  to  the 
bill,  and  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  He  was  in  favor  of  protecting 
domestic  fabrics,  but  differed  from  Mr.  Clay  as 
to  the  extent  of  that  protection. 

Mr.  Lowndes  followed  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay, 
and  in  reply  also  to  Mr.  S.mith's  objections  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
entered  into  an  ample  and  particular  defence  of 
the  system  reported  on  the  subject  by  the  com- 
mittee ;  when  the  question  on  Mr.  Clay's  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  51,  navs  43. 

Mr.  Pickering  then,  with  the  view  of  substi- 
tuting an  ad  valorem  duty,  moved  to  strike  out 
that  clause  of  the  first  section  which  provides  that 
all  cotton  cloths,  (except  nankeens.)  the  original 
cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported  shall 
be  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard, 
shall  be  taken  to  have  cost  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  ac- 
cordingly. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  further  debate,  in 
which  the  expediency  of  protecting  duties  and 
their  extent  were  discussed  at  much  Length.  It 
was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Lowndes,  Strong,  and  Taylor,  and 
aegatived — only  eight  or  ten  rising  io  its  faror. 


Mr.  Clay  then  renewed  his  motion  in  a  modi- 
fied shape,  by  proposing  to  extend  the  duty  on 
cotton  goods  to  thirty  per  cent,  in  lieu  of  twenty- 
five. 

Mr.  C.  advocated  this  motion  still  more  at 
length  than  the  first — replying  to  many  of  Mr. 
Smith's  arguments,  and  entering  largely  into  the 
general  (juestion  of  the  expediency  of  affording 
protection  to  our  own  manufactures. 

Mr.  Robertson  replied  to  Mr.  Clay,  and  an- 
swered generally  the  objections  which  had  been 
urged  by  Mr.  C.  and  others  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  de- 
fendel  as  proposing  a  just  and  ample  protection 
to  domestic  manufactures. 

After  Mr.  R.  concluded,  the  Committee  rose, 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  House  ad' 
journed. 


Friday,  March  22. 
Mr.  Bassett  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  a  Naval  Academy  be  celabiisbed  at 

Wtshinglon.to  consist  of professors  and  teachers, 

at  v^hich  all  the  midshipmen  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  shall  be  instructed,  when  not  in  actual  ser- 
vice. That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  required  to 
adjust  a  proper  plan,  to  select  a  proper  site,  to  cause  a 
just  estimate  of  the  expense,  and  report  thereon  in  the 
first  week  of  the  neit  session  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  an  able  teacher  be  provided  for  each 
seventy-four  and  forty-four  in  commission,  whose  sal- 
ary shall  be dollars.     There  shall  be    allotted   to 

each  ship,  as  above,  a  double  portion  at  least  of  mid- 
shipmen, and  their  time  shall  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween ship  duty  and  study.  No  midshipman  shall  be 
allotted  to  any  of  the  smaller  vessels  until  he  has  been 
two  years  at  least  in  service. 

Resolved,  That number  of  apprentices  be  en- 
tered annually  to  the  United  States,  to  be  maintained, 
and  instructed  in  naval  architecture,  draughting,  draw- 
ing, all  the  branches  of  mathematics,  geometry,  and 
navigation.  Their  instruction  to  close  with  two  years 
service  at  sea,  as  carpenter,  in  a  vessel  of  the  United 
States. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Bassett,  in 
which  he  quoted  the  examples  of  various  Euro- 
pean countries,  in  support  of  his  motion,  the  reso- 
lutions were  agreed  to. 
j  On  motion  of  M.'.  Or.msby,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  compensation 
now  allowed  by  law  to  the  collectors  of  the  in- 
ternal revenue  of  the  United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  the  val- 
uation of.lands,  lots,  dwelling-house,  and  slaves,  in 
Pennsylvania,  made  in  obedience  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  the  7th  instant,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Burwell,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1816;  which  waa 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 
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Mrj.J^ELSON,  (^Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  thflltuJiciaryJ reported  a  bill  coocerning  John 
P.  M^i^ell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell;  which  was 
read  fcv«!ice,  and  •commuted  to  *  Committee  of 
the  V|':iiole.         i 

MCMoHNsoN..of  Kentucky,  from  the  Military 
Corafckittee,  reported  the  bill  organizing  a  gene- 
ral s|*ff.  w''^^  ^  amendment  [striking  out  the 
last  vttion,  containing  the  appropriation  of  five 
thou^-d  dollar^  for   the   purchase  of   military 

charf'  (tc]         ;  •  ,   l 

At  4c  a  short  liscussion  on  the  propriety  of  the 
amcf^*w?nt,  andjthe  supposed  value  of  the  charts 
refer^;^:^:  to,  dec.  She  amendment  was  agreed  to 
by  tWiHrlouse.  anJ  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
gross-'ci  for  a  ihiiid  reading. 

TtiE^  House,  oil  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  re- 
solvt3hlself  iutola  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  Uff^concern'ng  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 
whichjpassed  tljrough  the  Committee,  was  re- 
porle<ljio  the  li^ouse  v/ithoul  amendment,  and 
ordfrcj"  to  be  enaros^gd  for  a  third  reading. 

'^'h<»t)ill  from  f  he  Senate,  to  limit  the  right  of 
appS^a|frura  ilie  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of 
Cof-(jnfVa,  was  r^-ad  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

TixsPbill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  a  second 
edifwiiof  the  public  documents  by  T.  B.  Wait 
&  (|To,ypassed  thifcugh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
andl  w;<i  ordered  for  a  third  reading. 


,>  (THE  TARIFF. 

House  tl}en  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Coni|iJlltee  of  tl»e  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulatt- 
the  t#i'ff  of  duties — Mr.  Clay's  motion  to  in- 
creutv^  the  duty  on  imported  cotton  cloths  to 
thipiy*^itr  cent,  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr;|j[GHAMsa|d,  he  had  risen  yesterday  for  the 
purjiif^'-  of  replying  to  some  ob?iervations  that 
Were  uiade  by  ihf  gentleman  from  Louisiana, (.\Ir. 
RoREiTSON.)  arid  also  the  chairman  of  the  Cora- 
min^^'of  Ways  jind  Means,  (Mr.  LoWnhe-s) — he 
hadi ;^)i  intended  then  to  occupy  much  of  the 
timjiii*)^'  the  Cor^miitee,  and  he  should  not  abuse 
the  iji^ulgence  he  had  received  by  doing  it  now. 
Havi#;»  been  a;member  of  the  committee  who 
rcpiilvd  the  bil^  and  having  had  the  misfortune 
to  b^  la  the  min;)rity  when  some  very  important 
prirfciles  had  fceen  decided  by  that  committee, 
whii^lf  he  hopeqt  would  not  now  be  the  case,  he 
thoa'^^t  it  his  d.ity  to  submit  some  of  the  views 
tha^fiyid  occutned  to  him  in  the  course  of  the 
discA^uoD.        \i 

!i>^3s  not  hiK*  intention  to  go  at  large  into  the 
discjijiion  of  rfte  policy  of  the  Government,  in 
enc-i^fging  m:»nufactures,  but  he  should  endea- 
vor'^tf.  conhoe  liimself  to  a  consideration  of  the 
obwciiotis  that  bad  been  urged  against  the  mo- 
tion Ti  fore  the  flouse.  which  he  had  understood, 
by  ibfr general  course  of  the  arguments,  to  be — 

iHl  That  ib^  amount  of  duty  proposed  was 
»n'::o|i|fiatible  wjih  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  Gov- 
—  i^it.  I 

,'^That  tms  high  duties  on  imported  cotton 
oollen  gdAds  will  injure  the  navigating  in- 
of  the  itfiited  States. 
That  wf  ought  to  confine  our  protection 

:  i 

.; 
i? 
»♦ 

I! 


of  manufactures  exclusively  to  articles  of  indis- 
pensable necessity  in  time  of  war,  and  to  articles 
of  first  necessity  in  time  of  peace. 

As  respects  the  revenue  question,  Mr.  I.  said, 
he  had  not  expected  to  have  seen  the  discussion 
assume  this  direction,  because  the  great  princi- 
ple involved  in  this  bill  was  not  a  revenue  pro- 
position.    Congress  had  already  provided  by  law 
for  all  the  revenues  demanded  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government,  and  the  only  relation   this 
bill  could  have  to  the  revenue  was,  the  general 
limit  of  the  aggregate  of  the  duties  to  be  imposed. 
Its   great  primary  object  was  to  make  such  a 
modification  of  duties  upon  the  various  articles 
of  importation,  as  would  give  the  necessary  and 
proper  protection  and  support  to  the  agriculture, 
manufactures,   and   commerce   of  the   country. 
The  revenue  is  only  an  incidental  consideration, 
and  it  ought  not  to  have  any  influence  in  the  de- 
cision upon  the  proposition  before  the  Commit- 
tee.    With  a  view  then,  to  these  great  objects, 
is  it  not  most  obviously  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  insure  to  its  agriculture  the  advantage  of 
a  home  market,  that  cannot  be  affected  by  the 
caprice  and  vexatious  impositions  of  foreign  na- 
tions?   The  principal  raw  materials  used  in  our 
manufactories   have  become  great  staples  of  the 
country,  the  value  of  which  would  be  greatly  in- 
creasea  by  a  demand  for  them  at  home,  as  well 
as  many  other  article;,  that  cannot  now  find  a 
market  anywhere  else.     Mr.  I.  said,  he  did  not 
intend  to  pursue  the  argument  on  this  part  of  the 
subject;  it  was  only  necessary  to  mention  it,  the 
intelligence  of  the  House  would  supply  the  omis- 
sion.   But  the  manufacturing  interests  are  vitally 
concerned  in  the  fate  of  this  bill  and  its  details. 
It  IS  believed  that  not  less  than  $100,000,000  have 
been  invested  in  manufactures,  in  the  course  of 
the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  and  these  furnish,  ia 
times   of  prosperity,  profitable   employment   to 
many  thousands  of  persons  who  could  procure 
subsistence  in  no  other  way  ;  they  consume  vast 
quantities  of  the  products  of  the  country,  and 
create  a  demand  for  raw  materials  which  are  im- 
ported from  abroad,  to  an  extent   not  easily  be- 
lieved by  those  who  have  no  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  the  facts;  they  supply  substantial  and 
valuable  fabrics  for  the  convenience  and  comfort 
of  the  people,  which  they  can  pay  for  with  their 
surplus  products,  and  contribute  to  the  completion 
of  by  their  own  labor.     The  revenue  question 
must,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  a  minor  consider- 
ation, even  if  it  had  been  shown  (which   it  has 
not)  that  the  proposed  duty  would  yield  either 
too  much  or  too  little  revenue.     Mr.  I.  said,  he 
considered  this  bill  as  involving  a  great  principle 
of  national   policy;  not  a  mere  contrivance   to 
collect  taxes  from  the  people  in  the  easiest  way, 
without  their  knowing  ir,  but  a  measure  intended 
and  calculated  to  increase  their  comfort,  happi- 
ness, and  wealth,  and  of  course  their  disposition 
and  ability  to  pay  whatsoever  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  may  require,  and  as  a  necessary 
consequence  to  increase  and  perpetuate  the  se- 
curity, the  peace,  and  especially  the  independ- 
ence of  the  nation.     Mr.  1.  said,  he  felt  himself* 
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I  L      •  ....  t^  An  nnvthinfT  like   ius- I  orofitable  one  in  the  present  state  of  the  world, 

altogether  .ncompetent  '°J°.  ^^^X^,/!  ^u  he  The  average  cargo  of  an  India  ship  is  one  thou- 
''"  ^.J^'tir  the  less  "  cTuse  h^e  kSiw  U  would  I  sand  bales  of  eighteen  hundred  ya!ds  each-one 
K  ussed  bv    ho  :  who  cL^^^  -8ht  hundred  thousand   yards  for  each 

with  a  s  r^ilarVxcuse.  But  it  has  been  said,  that  ship,  and  seventy-two  million  yards  for  forty 
The  p'oZion  of  manufactures  would   lend   to  !  ships     These  goods  will  require  eighteen  million 

nfure  o^r  nav.gation  and  commerce,  though  he  i  pounds  of  cotton   which  are  exclusively  of  for- 
iDjure  our  o^^ '«»''""  1  ^'  allegation,    eign  growth,  and  the  cost  of  the   goods,  at  nine 

Wha7sai?Mr  7  ta  7e  e^nrcondition'of  our  |  ce'nts^  yard.'w.ll  be  .§6,480,000,  which  we  cannot 
Jav.aa  ion  ?  Totllly  excluded  from  the  British  pay  for  in  the  products  of  the  country.  Such  is 
WesfiX  and  the  carrying  trade  we  formerly  the  state  of  that  trade,  and  unle^s  some  protec- 
Eiv^ded 'among  the  Powers  of  Europe-this  tion  is  afforded  against  the  introduction  d  these 
must  continue  as  long  as  they  remain  at   peace   ' 


In  addition  to  this,  it  may  be  remarked  that,  but 
for  the  late  treaty,  we  could  not  have  carried  our 
own  cotton  to  its  pritcinal  market.  Many  of  the 
products  of  the  Middle  Slates  can  find  no  market 
abroad.  And  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  our  nav- 
igation can  be  preserved  by  encouraging  the  im- 
portation of  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  which,  in 
many  Slates,  we  have  not  ihe  means  of  paying 
for,  the  balance  of  trade  being  already  most  de- 
cidedly against  us.  This  employment  for  our 
navigation  has  already  failed,  and  it  is  worse  than 
illusory  to  rely  upon  it.  We  must  seek  for  some 
more  certain  employment  for  our  shipping,  that 
cannot  be  affected  by  the  navigation  acts  of  other 
nations.     This  can  only  be  found  in  our  coasting 


fabrics,  our  manufactures  must  sink.  There  is 
no  nation  in  Europe  that  pretends  to  compete 
with  the  manufacturers  of  India  ;  and  their  goods 
are  often  sold  in  the  United  States,  by  regular 
sale,  for  less  than  they  could  be  woven  for  here. 
Where  cotton  can  be  bought  for  four  pence  a 
pound,  and  men  work  for  four  pence  a  day,  it  is 
in  vain  for  us  to  think  of  rivalling  them  in  the 
cheapness  of  their  fabrics.  The  protection  asked 
for,  is  not,  therefore,  an  unreasonable  one,  nor 
will  it  destroy  the  India  trade.  We  import  vari- 
ous olher  articles  from  India;  silks,  spices,  drugs, 
dyes.  dec. ;  and  the  China  trade  is  not  affected  by 
the  bill.  Besides,  the  re-exportation  of  the  India 
goods  can  be  effected  as  well  as  heretofore,  and 
no  part  of  the  trade  can  be  sensibly  affected  by 


nations,     mis  can  oniy  ue  luuuu  m  uui  (^ua^niis    "-  ».„..-. —  -  -       ,       ,    '    ,,f  H.,tioQ 

?rade  which  must  increase  with  our  population, '  the  minimum  price  fixed  for  the  charge  of  duties 
Ind  w.Tl  be  especially  promoted  by  ev^i  pursuit  i  except  that  which  is  employed  in  importing  coarse 
BDu  will  ur  c.pyv,io    ]  I  .  ■' __  .i:„'c<.-.„    I  .„..=i;„.-  rr.r /.rAnciimniinn.     Riit  the  trade  to  India 


«|UU       will     »/v      ^~f- J        , J  L  C<  , 

that  increases  the  intercourse  between  ihe  biates 
on  our  maritime  frontier ;  and  it  is  the  only  trade 
exclusively  our  own.  Do  not  manufactures,  in  an 
especial  manner,  contribute  to  this  object ;  partic- 
ularly that  of  cotton,  the  raw  material  being  pro- 
duced in  one  extreme,  and  the  fabrics  luade  in  the 
other ;  tending  also  to  bind  the  States  by  the  indis- 
soluble bonds  of  interest  and  mutual  dependence  ? 
Another  source  of  employment  for  our  naviga- 
tion is  the  trade  wuh  Souih  America,  which  must 


muslins  for  consumption.    But  the  trade  to  India 
is  almost  exclusively  a  cash  trade,  and  can  only 
be  carried  on  by  the  profit  of  our  trade  with  other 
countries.    Commerce  between  nations  resembles 
traffic  between   individuals,  and  by  this  assimila- 
tion many  of  its  supposed  mysteries  will  vanish. 
A  farmer  who  barters  with  a  merchant,  and  fur- 
nishes him  no  more  products  than  the  amount  of 
merchandise  received,  will  have  neither  cash  nor 
credits  with  which  to  make  purchases  from  a  cash 


lion  is  the  trade  win  oouin  Auiericd,  wuiLii  mu.ji     i,i^u. ..-".."  • -r  „„j^  . 

esset^  ially  depend  upon  the  succe^  of  our  man-  merchant,  however  cheap  he  may  offer  his  goods 
ufac^ure  ^  We  shall  require  from  thence  a  great  we  must,  ihererefore  trade  in  the  first  insance 
tar'ety  of  raw  materials,  and  the  profit  we  make  with  nations  who  wil  purcha*eour  products,  and 
by  wo'^^kVng  them  will  enable  us  to  purchase  Eu-  it  is  not  very  material  what  the  price  is,  provided 
ropTan  goods  with  which  to  pay  for  them.  Many  it  bears  the  same  relation  'lfj-?^^^^^^l  ^^^ 
arucles  that  we  make  have  already  found  a  vent  bought.  If  we  derive  a  profit  from  this  trade  the 
?;  hat  country  and  Uus  trade  musuncrease  with  |  balance  can  be  employed  in  P"^^l>--"g  "^"^^h"' 
theincreaseof  American  manufactures,  and  will,  dise  from   India;  but  we  have  no  such   balance 


depend  almost  exclusively  upon  their  success. 
But  it  has  been  said  the  East  India  trade  will  be 
destroyed,  and  hence  our  navigation  diminished 
in  that  branch  of  our  commerce.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (to  whom,  Mr.  I.  said, 


now  in  our  favor,  nor  is  it  likely  that  we  shall 
have,  until  we  determine  to  buy  up  and  manu- 
facture more  for  ourselves.  But  it  is  urged  that 
our  encouragement  to  domestic  manufactures 
ought  to  be  confined  to  fabrics  of  necessity,  in 


cent  eman  iromMaryiana,  (lo  wnooi,  mi.  J.  80IU,  I  ««f,M.  .-  -^  — -        ,■  u,  ^r  ,u„   fir^t 

he  always  listened  with  pleasure,  and  never  with-  |  time  of  war,  and  especially  article,  of  the   first 


out  receiving  valuable  insiruction.)  had  assumed 
rather  too  strongly  the  fact  that  the  East  India 
trade  would  be  destroyed  by  the  propo>ed  duty 
on  cotton  goods.  Although  he  had  no  hesitation 
to  say  that,  if  we  must  be  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive of  abandoning  our  manufactures  or  the  East 
India  trade,  the  latter  ought  to  give  way.  because 
it  is  the  least  valuable  to  the  nation  ;  lor  it,  ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman's  estimate,  forty  ships 
are  employed  in  it.  and  its  continuance  depends 
upon  the  importation  of  muslins  for  domestic  con- 
sumption, we  shall  find  the  trade  rather  an  un- 


necessity. 

Mr.  I.  said,  this  doctrine  had  always  appeared 
10  him  as  a  plausible  theory,  not  founded  in  sound 
policy  ;  nor  did  he  think  it  would  bear  the  lest  of 
reason  and  experience.  As  to  articles  of  necessity 
in  time  of  war.  it  would  not  be  possible  lor  any 
two  persons  in  the  nation  entirely  to  agree  what 
were,  and  what  were  n.t,  articles  of  necessity  in 
time  of  war ;  almost  everything  we  import  Irom 
abroad  was  esteemed  in  some  degree  necessary  to 
our  comfort;  bat  it  would  not  be  pretended  that 
we  out'ht  to  impose  heavy  duties  to  encourage 
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tbt  (j-M^irth  of  products  or  the  manufaciuriDg  of  |  at  once  to  unloose  the  bonds  of  the  social  compact 

fabri|f'*.'which  «j|ither  our  climate  nor  the  pursuits  j  which  are  but  regulations?     Unfetter  men  from* 

of  t.yjjeople  had  given  any  indications  of  our  I  the  regulations  of  Government,  resolve  suciety 

•bilijjy  to  prodbce  ;  for  instance,  it  will  not  avail  '•  into  its  primitive  elements,  and  let  us  mingle  with 

ns  tctljf  a  heav)|duty  on  coffee,  when  our  climate  ,  the  savage  of  the  forest — this  would  be  the  effect 

willl<!  permit  t^he  propagation  of  the  plant;  nor    of  yielding  to  this  cabalistic  denunciation  of  reg- 

woui|%it   be  pdjcy  to  impose   heavy  duties  on     ulation.     But  they  do  not   mean   to  carry  their 

fabTi(j^  which   tlje  F*«?ople  of  the   United   States    doctrine  thus  far — and  therefore  the  only  question 

havejijpither  indJcated  the  ability  nor  the  disposi-     to  be  considered  is :     Do  we  propose  to  rec^ulaie 

tion  |.»fnanufacijire.     The  rule  laid  down  by  the     too    much?     Their    doctrine  is    to  let    industry 

honoj^ile  gentjr-tnan  then  fails,  and  this  proves    pursue    its   natural   channels;    ours   is  to  follow 

that  hy  policy  qught  not   to  be  governed  by  it.    and  support    the  industry  of  the  country,  and  to 

But  ^i|re  is  another  principle  that  will  not  fail,  i  straighten  and  clear  away  the  obstructions  from 

viz:  •  *!iat  we  o<ight  to  promote  every  species  of!  the  channels  it  has  chosen  to  flow  in — we  would 

intrrn;^  industry  .'which  the  inclinations,  the  hab-  j  be  justified  in  doing  much  more,  but  the  bill  be- 

its.  arjcyinierest  o^  the  people,  as  well  as  the  soil,  {  fore  us  is  based  upon  this  principle.  When  a  farmer 

clima?^  and  general  conditions  of  the  country  in-  |  desires  to  irrigate  his  grounds,  he  diverts  a  stream 

dicattj.gs  likely  {o  succeed,  and  most  especially    of  water  from  its  natural  channel,  and  by  con- 

tho.e;;;J^rsuits   wfiich  experience  has   shown  we  ,  tinued  regulation  spreads  its  fertilizing  influence 

can  54"^-Ped  in.    iAnd  as  to  articles  of  first  neces-  i  over  the  most  sterile  spots;  and  so  also  the  man- 

sity,  tlif  ^same  difficulty  exists.     The  great  object  J  ufacturer— he  throws  a  dam  across  a  stream  and 

of  thtf^»overnm^nt  ought  to  be  to  promote  the  ;  diverts  it  by  a  new  channel  to  his  factory,  which 

prosp»|iy  and  hajppiness  of  the  people,  because  it  j  is  put  in  motion  by  its  power ;  this  is  also'regula- 

sarel\*^romotes  ifi  some  degree  its  own  prosperity  |  tion — and  surely  none  will  pretend  that  it   would 

and  (^ability.    .Its  policy  in  relation  to  manu-  {  be  better  to  permit  these  valuable  streams  to  find 

faciU(i»\  must  be  «  great  national  policy — it  ought  |  their  way  through  zigzag  natural  channels  to  the 

not  iK^Je  liraite(|  by  any  fastidious  calculations  i  ocean,  than  to  be  thus  employed  for  the  comfort 

of  shfj||tiecessity|     It  cannot  be  an  adequate  ob-  |  and  happiness  of  man.     This  cabalistic  deoun- 

}ect  fwihis  GoVi.'rnraent  to  provide,  by  protect-  j  ciation   might  as  well    bf   directed  against  such 

iog  dfi^es.  for  tl^^  manufacturing  of  a  few  coarse  j  purposes  as  against  manufactures.     It  is  evident 

good.;tj  cover  r^endicants ;  but  if  the  doctrine     that  these  facts  require  a  long  series  of  practical 

be.  th^Jwe  oughi  to^^ecure   the  domestic  manu- I  operation  before  the  experience  and  skill  neces- 

J^ary  to  enable  our  workmen  to  compete  with 
those  of  the  Old  World  can  be  attained.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  for  several  years  past, 


faciu.C'  of  clothir^g  for  the  poor  generally,  and 

that  t^j^elore  hi^jh  duties  should  be  imposed  on 

coars«^»»]usIins,  i.e.,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  could  see  no  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

reasorJyhy  a  poor  man  should  be  taxed,  in  order  1  have  given  a  new  direction  to  a  ereat  'portion  ol* 

no 


.»ui^y,.y  a  poor  ra, ^ _.. .„„6....  J „  „, 

'"?'»■  ^'"™  "^  *'|ear  a  homemade  shirt,  that  did  ]  our  capital  and  our  industry — much  skill  has  been 
t  a||(|y  with  o|ore  force  to  justify  a  duty  that  [  acquired  ;  our  manufacturers  have  demonstrated 


woujc  j^iduce  a  rich  man  to  wear  a  home-made 
€oat.  ,  ]ijut  this  i?octrine  about  first  necessity  is 
fallac    ^g;  its  des'^o  seems  lobe  tolimit  the  manu- 


lal 
he 


laiiac  ^g;  its  aes^o  seems  to  oe  to  limit  the  man 
factor  ifc  industry  of  this  country  by  an  artitici 
distm,  i^n  that  i^as  no  existence  in  reality  ;  i„_ 
only  :yi«  that  -klraits  of  no  exception,  is  that 
whict|^as  been  tflready  laid  down.  It  is  the  pro- 
Ttnct^si^d  almosLan  essential  quality  of  arbitrary 
|)Otic  Gd 'ernments,  to  force  industry  out 
plural  an.H  proper  channels,  or  to  cramp  it 
^)polies  ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Republican 
pent,  having  a  due  regard  to  the  interest 


tnat  they  can  succeed  with  a  little  aid  from  the 
Government  to  protect  them  againt  extraordinary 
pressure;  tliey  desire  to  have  some  advanta<»ei 
overforeignersinthe  home  market,  and  thispolicy, 
which  has  becomeanaxiom  with  all  other  Govern- 
ments, is  denounced  as  a  ruinous  regulation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  has 
also  complained  of  the  partiality  of  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  bill  under 
consideration— that  it  is  calculated  to  favor  the 
manufactures  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States 

-  =  more  than  those  of  the  South.     But  he  has  not 

^ipiness  of.  the  people,  to  encourage  every    given  any  instance  of  this  partiality  exceot  that 
^not  morSlly  wrong)  in  which  the  condi-  |  of  the  proposed  duty  on  sugar;  and  it  would  not 

tunate  in  the  selection  of  this  case.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  proposed  two  and  a  half 
cents  a  pound  on  brown  sugar,  which  is  not  less 
than  36  per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon  the  average 
cost  of  the  article  in  the  West  Indies— in  the  East 
Indies,  much  more.  The  gentleman  complains 
of  30  per  cent,  on  cotton  goods  as  exorbitant  and 
partial,  while  36  per  cent,  on  sugar  is  considered 
by  him  no  protection  at  all ;  but,  in  order  to  escape 
from  the  dilemma,  he  says  that  two  and  a  half 
cents  was  the  old  duty,  and  that  it  was  laid  for 
revenue.     If  lie  can   prove  that  a  duty  imposed 


lions^^  the  couptry  and  the  inclinati 
pacitj*L)f  the  pfuple  may  authorize  a  reasonable 
pros;,|^t  of  succi^s.  Mr.  I.  said,  he  could  not  be 
driv^Vfrom  ihifv  policy  by  the  denunciations  of 
gent!^/en  agaii*  t  (what  they  have  been  pleased 
to  ti^i\'Tegtilatian.  The  word  had  often  been 
usedj.iyre  in  tins  House  for  the  same  purpose, 
but  iJf^jptared  ii|  him  that  it  had  lost  its  original 
signil;jji'iion.  anc;  had  become  a  cabalistic  t'erm, 
thai  j|,-.j  always Ut  hand  to  oppose  every  measure 
'g*">»<  which  u;her  more  cognent  arguments 
couli#iiot  be  fii^nd.  Do  gentlemen  mean  that 
thertp;fi;»||  be  i;^  regulation  ?  If  iliey  do.  why 
not  aV^w  their  i)*.cirine  m  us  extent,  and  propose 


V. 


for   revenue   has  no   effect  in   encouraging  the 
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domestic  production  of  sugar,  his  argument  is 
entitled  to  some  weight;  but,  until  then,  he  will 
permit  us  to  deny  the  partiality  of  the  report  to 
the  Northern  section  of  the  Union,  in  this  partic- 
ular. But,  what  says  the  bill,  which  he  also 
complains  of?  It  proposes  a  duty  of  four  cents 
a  pound  on  sugar,  which  is  more  than  36  per  cent, 
ad  valorem  on  the  cost  of  the  article  ;  and  yet  it  is 
complained  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
as  partial.  It  is  indeed  partial,  but  the  pariiality 
is  in  his  favor;  and  it  was  eTilremely  unforiu- 
ntle  for  him.  at  least,  to  object  to  the  proposed 
duty  on  cotton  goods  upon  this  ground.  Mr.  I 
said,  he  had  no  objection  to  give  a  liberal  encour- 
agement to  the  production  of  sugar;  he  rejoiced 
to  find  that  it  could  be  produced  m  such  quanti- 
ties and  would  give  employment  to  a  very  con- 
siderable tonnage  in  its  transportation  ;  but.  unless 
there  was  some  disposition  for  reciprocity,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  so  high  a  duly  would 
be  voted  for. 

There  is, said  Mr.  I., another  circumstance  in  this 
case  which  ought  to  be  understood.     The  chair- 
man of  ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
informed   the  House  that   the  increased  specific 
duties,  in  consequence  of  the  alteration  made  by 
the  committee  on  sugars,  from  two  and  a  half  to 
four  cents,  would  require  but  20  per  ceni.  on  cot- 
tons and  woollens  to  make  up  ihe  necessary  rev- 
enue required.     He  did  not,  however,  take  into 
his  account  the  various  reductions  made  by  the 
committee  on  coffee,  copper  sheets,  dec,  which 
there  was  very  little  doubt  would  be  quite  equal 
to  the  increased  duly  on  sugar.     Suppose  it  to  be. 
however,  as  the  gentleman  has  staled,  then  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  granted  a 
pro^ec/ing- duty  of  56  per  cent,  on  sugar,  and  pro- 
curing therefrom  the  necessary  revenue,  they  u^cd 
this  as  a  pretext  to  reduce  cottons  and   woollens 
to  20  per  cent.     Mr.  I.  said  he  was  present  in 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and   Means  when  tlii> 
argument  was    used,  but   he  was   struck   dumb 
with  astonishment  when  the  motion  succeeded. 
It  was,  however,  too  glaringly  inconsistent  and 
palpably  wrong  to  be  persisted  in.  and  therefore 
It  was  ihat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
upon  reconsideration,  substituted  ihe  25  per  cent., 
which  was  reported  in  the  bill.     But  he  did  not 
think  the  25  per  cent,  sufllicient  protection,  nor 
thai  It  would  be  ihe  cheapest  production  for  Amer- 
ican manulactares.     Ttie  higher  duties  you  im- 
pose, the   more   powerful  the  stimulus,  and  the 
sooner  we  have  a  supply  and  a  competition  at 
home.     This  ought  to  be  our  object,  and  the  effect 
would  more  than  compensate  tor  all  the  differ- 
ence of  price  for  a  few  years,  which  wau>  no  more 
than  as  a  dust  in  the  balance,  if  we  consider  the 
great  national  objects  to  be  attained  by  fostering 
and  promoting  internal  industry  and  skill  in  do- 
mestic manufactures.     But,  Mr.  I  said,  he  would 
not  enter  into  that   part  of  t!je  di«cus;iion — the 
field  was  unlimited — but  he  would  admonish  gen- 
tlemen not  to  be  too  parsimonious  in  their  encour- 
agement to  their  great  interests.     He  had   heard 
a  demand  from  various  quarters  dtr  estniiattx  and 
calculations  to  show  the  precise  amount  of  duty 


that  would  enable  the  American  manuf'iciurer  to 
come  into  the  market  upon  equal  terms  with  ihe 
importer.      Such   demands   are   in    ihnr    nature 
unreasonable  and  unfair,  because  it  musi  be  obvi- 
ous that  they  could  not  be  answered  with  any 
kind  of  certainty  ;  but,  more  especially,  because 
the  amount  that  would  be  sufficient  to  protect  an 
establishment  in  the  best  perfection,  with  the  best 
skill  of  the  country,  atid  the  most  perfect  system 
of  economy,  would  be  utterly  inadequate  to  pro- 
tect the  establishments  that  are  in  their  infancy, 
which  consiituie  by  far  the  greatest  ponion  of 
manufactories  in  the  United  States.     But  there 
are  difficulties,  independently  of  mere  cost,  to  be 
overcome  by  the  American  manufacturer.     The 
European  fabrics  made  of  the  same  material  have 
the  advantage  in  appearance,  though  not  in  du- 
rability, which  gain  them  a  preference;  and  the 
prejudice  of  the  country  against  domestic  fdbrics 
—  yes,  the   prejudice  of  the  country— the  same 
kind  of  prejudice  that  pervades  a  portion  of  this 
House — pervades  a  portion  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  a  fact,  said  Mr,  I.,  that  the  paper  used  by 
the  members  of  this  House  to  enclose  their  news- 
papers in.  had  the  water  mark  of  the  British  Crown 
upon  it,  though  the  paper  was  made  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  !     The  manufacturer  could  not 
have    done    this    to    gratify    any    aitachmeut    to 
Crowns— he  found  it  his  interest  thus  to  disguise 
his  paper.     Similar  artifices  had  been  practised  in 
other  branches,  particularly  the  manufacture  of 
powder.     The  best  powder  made  in  the  United 
Slates— or  perhaps  the  world— could  not  a  few 
years  ago  be  sold  without  the  Briiish  mark  upon 
Ihe  kegs.     These  deceptions  had  succeeded,  be- 
cause prejudice  and  ignorance  are  mo>tly,  if  not 
always,  associated;   but  they  prove  the   power  of 
this  pernicious  prejudice,  and  he  thought  it  was 
ihe    bounden    duty   of   Congress   to    protect   the 
industry  of  the   country  from   such   discourage- 
ments.    If  there  be  a  great  portion  of  people  in 
this  country  who  preler  to  have  everyttiiiig  that 
is  foreign,  when  they  cannot  tell  the  difference 
but  from  the  mark,  they  ought  to  pay  for  it;  and 
the  American  artisan   ha>  a  strong  claim  upon 
his  G  (verumeiit  for  protection  against  this  unnat- 
ural prejudice. 

Mr.  I.  .>aid  he  had  trespassed  upon  the  patience 
of  the  Committee  longer  than  he  had  iniended; 
he  would  only  add.  we  had  now  acquired  a  de- 
gree of  skill  lu  many  of  the  arts,  that,  if  cherished 
and  improved,  would  be  a  source  of  inexhausti- 
ble wealth  to  ihe  nation;  neglect  it,  and  it  is  lost 
for  centuries— perhaps  forever.  The  succftis  of 
ihii  bill  determines  thi.s  great  question.  The  his- 
tory of  Europe,  especially  of  Spain  and  France, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  list  century,  sufficiently 
proves  the  fact,  that,  when  the  arts  fall  by  the 
loily  or  ne<'ligeiice  of  the  Governmeni,  ihey  are 
not  easily  revived.— "There  is  a  tide  in  theaflairs" 
of  nations  as  well  as  'of  men,  which,  taken  at 
the  floid,  lead>  on  to  fortune."  Tms  is  ihai  crit- 
ical muraeni:  ,«r<iiii  ii  but  to  pass  by.a.i.l  a  sim- 
ilar opi.oriui.iiy  lu  l>erpeiuate  die  pro>periiy  a.iJ 
tiappiness  of  ili'^  cooMiry  may  i.oi,  and  probably 
will  uoi,  present  again  tor  a^es  tu  oiue. 
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Ml, ^,owNDEs»«igain  entered  into  a  particular 

defenfi^of  the  report  of  the. committee,  and  the 
degFet^;.f  encouragement  which  the  bill  proposed 
mapufacturing  establishments,  and 
to  the  arguments  of  Messrs. 

wed  in  support  of  his  motion, 
and.  in,  *eply  to  tke  genilemen  who  had  ^poken  in 
oppPt>Hon  10  it.;» 

Mt*«V^-  GoLD*»nd  Hllbert  also  successively 
advtJ.tVCt'd  the  atriendment.  and  the  expediency  of 
eiUrr^^g  an  ioifiibirable  encouragement  and  se- 
cuT{tj"'u)  our  ma;:'ufacturiQg  citizens, 

Xt'iviufsiion  yias  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's 
mo^'tr  io  increare  the  duty  on  cottons  to  thirty 
per  iplL-f',  and  cai^ied — ayes  68,  noes  61. 

.\fijf.'i.AV  therx,' moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as 
to  cKiti^empen  jnd  sail  cloths  (including  cotton 
bag**<ife)  with  t,i?ose  of  woollen,  so  that  if  the 
dut  J  .'.^•ihe  laiiitf  should  be  hereafter  increased, 
as  hijirished,  lu  twenty-eight  per  cent,  it  would 
be  ^a^jn  the  fufpier  articles,  and  if  not,  the  duty 
theif^B  would  »iill  be  raised  to  twenty-five  per 
cent-i^e  same  a-,  the  duty  on  woollens. 

A^fu^Bome  reioarks  e::planalory  of  his  motives 
for  vlf|»;ng  the  aniendment,  Mr.  Clay  withdrew 
it,  iil*ftie  requ(^|i  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
wh(i>ii(I  he  haj  intended  to  propose  a  specific 
incri/ttd  duty  (ji  a  certain  ."species  of  imported 
beoi^^  cloth,  at*J  would  co-operate  in  Mr.  C.'s 
obJQc^rf  aJlowetf  to  vary  it  in  some  degree. 

Mi|?::^.MirH  tlwn  proceeded  with  some  addi- 
lionaJ .  ciiiarks  0(1  particular  features  of  the  bill, 
invo!»»i^  commercial  questions,  which  he  dis- 
cass*>|t|n  that  Jninute  and  technical  manner 
whic^^ilis  praclA:al  acquaintance  with  the  sub- 
ject If  Jders  pecii'.iar  to  tiim. 

In  |i^;  course  t^f  his  remarks,  Mr.  S.  submitted 
the  fcf  fiwiog  statements: 

:f  .'  British  Goods. 

One  jijii  cotton,  -'alued  at 
Add  tis  per  cent  .- 
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Cotton  goods  (coit  what  they  will  less)  are  charged 
in  the  bill  as  if  they  cost  per  yard  twenty-five  cents. 

Add  twenty  per  cent,  to  make  the  supposed  value 
on  arrival  in  thf  United  States,  five  cents  duty  per 
yard. 

The  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  charged  on 
thirty  cents,  which,  at  twenty-five  per  cent,  is     -  Tjc. 


^  cU. 
2.50c. 


1 ' 


27.60c. 


PO  i.oi  25  per  r^nl.  on  27.50  is  - 
Inrur  '^*,  freight^  transport  to  Liverpool,  pack- 
lig,  rvsnd  agents  commls^ion,  seven  and  a  half 
■Dtj  ,'enl.  on  ^-Venty  cents,  the  average  value 
of>vtlon,  low-jjriced  goods    -  -  .         - 

Aver^^e  gain  to  tpe  importer  of  twelve  and  a  half 
ptitent.  on  a  ''ost  of  twenty  cents 

O jr  >  cost  of  twenty  cents      -        .        .        - 


-  7c. 


lie. 
2Jc. 


lie. 


Freight,  Ac. 
Insurance 
Cost  of  specie    - 
Eighteen  months'  interest 


14  per  cent. 
8 
5 
9 

36  per  cent,  on  9  cents  3ic. 


Cents  per  yard         ..-..- 

Add  merchants'  profit,  twenty  per  cent,  on  nine 

cents 


10|c. 


Say  12j  cents  in  favor  of  the  manufacturers  on  an 
article  which  cost  nine  cents. 

A  new  of  the  actual  cost  of  cotton  goods  imported 
from  Great  Britain. 

Suppose   a  trunk  of  cotton    goods  to  cost  in   Great 

BriUin i-lOO  00 

To  make  the  ad  valorem     -         •         -         -         10  00 


jLUO  00 
The  duty  of  25  per  ct.  ad  valorem  is  charged 

on  i;  110,  and  will  be         -         -         -         -       27   10 
Insurance,   freight,   commission,   and   other 

chargef:,  will,  on  an  average,  be         •         -         7 
Average  gain  expected  by  the  importer         -        12 


10 
10 


£147  10 


Every  i,100  sterling,  the  bona  fide  cost  in  Englaod, 
will  cost  the  retailer  £147  10,  or  47^  per  cent,  in 
favor  of  the  American  manufacturer,  besides  the  dif- 
ference in  the  price  of  the  raw  materials. 

When  Mr.  S.  concluded,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  obtained  leave  to  >it  again. 


1X4  manuficti^rer  will  then  have  an  advantage  over 
the  Sr^porter  of  ileven  cents  per  yard  on  an  article 
whi'^.'  '^osts  in  Tngland  only  twenty  cents,  and  of 
cou«fr^hc  will  hs^e  that  bounty  given  to  bim. 

Al  43^  per  ctinl.  the  duty  alone  will  be  nine  cents 
andj  fraction,  oi<i  cotton  goods,  which,  on  an  average, 
cosl^iwenty  centfc  per  yard  in  Manchester,  and  will 
co»t|ofl  retailer  thirteen  cents  per  yard  in  addition  to 
the  1,'^e  cost.     ' 

a1  assorlmens  of  India  goods,  such  as  generally 
comA^c  the  cargi^es  imported  into  the  United  States, 
co6t»53  an  averaije  nine  cents  per  yard. 

h      ^ 


Saturday,  March  23. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  for 
the  Terriories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson  aljo  reported  a  bill  for  the 
confirmation  of  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  ou  Monday  next. 

Mr.  R.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  "further  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  the  indem- 
nification of  certain  claimants  of  public  land  in 
the  Missis>ippi  Territory,"  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary tu  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louis- 


11 
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iana  and  Territory  of  Missouri."  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
"for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson,"  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read,  and  together  with  the 
bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whote. 

Mr,  Forney,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentaiive.*,  (to  $3,000.)  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  place 
the  surviving  sufferers  at  Dartmoor  pri.«on  on  the 
Navy  pension  list;  which  was  reported  to  the 
House  with  an  amendment  (making  the  pensions 
commence  on  the  6th  of  April.  1815.  the  day  on 
which  the  Dartmoor  massacre  took  place)  and 
the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing a  subscription  for  the  printing  of  a  second 
edition  of  the  public  documents,"  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
lating to  vettlerson  the  landsof  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  [tassed. 

ALLOWANCE  OF  INTEREST. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  21st  instant,  respecting  the  al- 
lowance of  interest  on  charges  against  the  War 
Department  ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

DiPAHTXtNT  or  Wah,  March  23,  1816. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
RepreKcntatives  of  the  2 1st  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  general  usage  of  the  War  Department 
has  been  to  pay  no  interest  upon  any  demand  what- 
ever, without  regard  to  its  origin. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1814,  and 
through  the  whole  of  1815,  the  Department,  being  un- 
able to  discharge  the  multiplied  and  extensive  de- 
mands which  were  made  upon  it,  in  acme  instances 
aulhoriied  Jifferent  officers  employed  in  disbursing 
the  public  money,  and  various  contractors,  to  obtain 
money  upon  a  loan  ;  and,  in  some  instances,  where 
their  bills  were  presented  and  remained  unpaid  for 
the  want  of  funds,  assurances  were  given  to  the  banks 
that  interest  would  be  paid  upon  them  if  they  were 
taken  up  by  them.  In  all  such  cases,  interest  has 
been  paid.  Interest  has  also  been  allowed  apon  bills 
drawn  by  contractors  pur>iuant  to  their  contracts, 
which  have  been  protested  for  the  want  of  funds. 
This  IS  the  only  case  m  which  it  has  been  allowed, 
except  upon  special  agreement  to  that  effect.  No 
distinction  has  been  made  between  bills  drawn  for 
money  actually  received  by  a  public  agent  and  for 
debts  contracted  by  such  agent  in  the  course  of  his 
official  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

WM.  H.CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Hkwbt  Clat,  Speaker. 

I4U1  Con.  1st  Sess. — 40 


STAFF  OF  THE  AR.MY. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  organize  a  general  staff 
for  the  Army,  was  read  the  third  lime. 

An  inquiry  made  by  Mr.  Hardin  into  the  ne- 
cessity of  one  of  the  officers  named  in  the  bill, 
(the  Commi^sary  General  of  Purchases.)  the  na- 
ture of  his  duties,  dec,  produced  a  short  discus- 
sion on  that  point. 

Messrs.  Grosvenor  and  Pickeri.ng  argued 
that  the  duties  of  the  Commissary  General  and 
those  of  the  Superintendent  General  of  Purchases, 
were  in  fact  the  same ;  that  one  of  the  offices  was 
useless,  and  ought  to  be  abolished,  dec. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the  va- 
rious duties  of  the  officers  referred  to,  the  di«- 
similar  character  of  their  duiie.>.  their  separate 
responsibilities,  and  the  necessity  of  both  to  form 
a  complete  staff.  &c. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  Mr. 
Davenport,  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  96,  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Bateman,  Bennett, 
Betts,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckcnridge,  Brooks, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
pion, Chappell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  CIcndennin,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Crawford,  Crocheron,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha, 
Edwards,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Gnffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Heister,  Hender- 
son, Hopkinson,  Hugcr,  Hungerford,  Irving  of  New 
York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middieton, 
Moore,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Rey- 
nolds, Hoane,  Robertson,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Southard,  Strong,  Sturgcs,  Tate,  Taul, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Throop,  Town- 
send,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wen- 
dover,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Willough- 
by,  William  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Atherton,  Cady,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Hale,  Hardin,  Jcwett,  Kent, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lyon,  .Marsh,  Mason,  Milnor> 
Noyea,  Stanford,  Stearns,  V^ose,  and  Wheaton. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  12ih  instant,  containing  a 
statement  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and 
making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  coiiimitteJ  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  1816.     The  report  is  as  follow.s : 

That  they  have  attentively  considered  the  subject 
confided  to  them,  and  respectfully  submit  to  the  House 
the  following  facts  and  observations  :  It  appears  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  passied  on  the  1st  of  May,  1802,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  di- 
vision of  the  Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Oh  io 


^^ 
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to  HrCrt  a  constiiition  and  State  government,  and  (or 
the  t'*^ni»8ion  oC  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an 
equJCvooting  wA  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
purA^^s."  that  (  n  condition  that  the  Convention  of 
the^i  vState  w^uld  provide  by  an  ordinance,  irrevo- 
cabUjvithout  th*- consent  of  the  United  States,  that 
eaclJt'Ct  of  lam  sold  by  Congress,  after  the  30th  of 
Jur^kext,  ensuihg,  shall  be,  and  remain  exempt  from 
any^^V^  laid  by  dlf<\eT  or  under  authority  of  the  State, 
vhfilflr  for  Staje,  county,  township,  or  any  other 
puifci-c  whateveij.  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  and 
aft<!»  he  dar  of  iile :   the  United  States  among  othe 


er 


aft<^  t\i  —J         ^  .    ,  .    . 

•tifjiliions  agreed  to  apply  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
net  pToceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  lands,  from 
ant^ifter  the  saidjs'Oth  of  June,  to  the  laying  out  and 
ma^ryj  public  roids,  leading  from  the  navigable  waters 
emfJ5ting  into  ll»e  Atlantic,  to  the  Ohio,  to  the  said 
Sta*,i?«d  throug'.  the  same  ;  such  roads  laid  out  under 
the l>i»bority  of  jOongress,  with  the  consent  of  the 
8ev(t^  States  through  which  the  same  shall  pass.  It 
fuTUy^  appears  tljat  these  conditions  were  accepted  by 
the  Vtate  of  Ohja,  on  the  29th  of  November  in  the 
8am&  icar,  subje<^:,  as  regards  the  road  fund,  to  a  mod- 
ificijif.n  which  provides  that  three  per  cent,  of  the  net 
pro<*y!s  arising  Irom  the  sales  aforesaid  should  be  sub- 
ject |<;.  the  contrJ  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  and 
be   fti<)Iied  to  th4  making  roads  within  the  same.     It 


wamAissed  on  t|^e 
theW*>esident  of  (he  United  Slates  to  appoint  commis- 
aioiwbf  to  lay  out  *  '"'^"J  from  Cumberland,  or  a  point 
in  il|  feicinity.  toithc  river  Ohio  ;  and,  on  their  report, 
to  p'liiiie  such  measures  as  in  his  opinion  were  proper, 
to  cCj^in  from  th^  States  through  which  the  road  was 
»^  their  conjent  to  its  location  and  completion, 
rther  appeprs  to  the  committee  that  the  location 


laiiUrfi 
cro"i^j 


appeji 


:>\^g  portions. of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
var  «i  and  Virgijiia,  applications  were  made  to  their 
resrt^^ive  Legisltilurcs,  and  permission  was  given  by 
eac'l^J  open  an|  establish  the  said  road. 


% 


?i,he    reportwf  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 


ferri^to  the  conimittee,  it    appears  that  of  the  appro 
pri»ii{*ns  herctol|rc  made  towards  completing  this  road, 
and^^'Sounting  lii  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  $110,000  00 
Th^T  have  bee.; expended  $285,786  60 
Caiiid  to  ihesJrplusfund       22,679  7.') 

■■^  ^  308,186  35 

I.ep*-lng  a  balance  on  the  27th  of  Febru- 

»«V  1816.  of  i 101,513  65 

ap.^yable  to  tljit  object.  And  that  a  further  appro- 
prviKan  of  $30(^000  is  recommended  by  that  report  to 
corlwi^te  the  rc^d  to  Brownsville  on  the  .Monongahela 
rjrS  to  cover  ihe  expenses  of  a  survey  from  thence 
by  *Sjiishingtotiiand  Alexandria  to  Wheeling,  and  to 
r)i»fl  the  road  ^t  and  from  Wheeling  to  the  one  hun- 
c^xti^  and  thirteenth  mile  tree,  a  distance  of  about 
ttrma  miles.      « 

i1S»<l»o  appe;|rs,  by  the  letter  of  the  .superintendent 
,vf  >i<i  road  to  tjie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  fre- 
rtqiJV  abuses    ^re    committed   on    the    road,  such  as 

aril 

f4^>fd  to  prevent,  and  to  punish  these  outrages. 

\  ^iiJs  invc8t«.^ation   suggested  to  the  committee  two 

()^^  of  inquiry  to  which  their  attention  has  beendi- 


the 

S^ing  down'nhe  walls,  digging  away  the  banks,  &:c. 
fhe  suggenCs  that  measures  ought  to  be  promptly 


•.     First,  |he  necesaity  of  protecting  the  work 
y  coEopU^  against  lawless  violence  :  and,  sec- 


ondly, the  propriety  of  making  an  ample  appropriation 
for  advancing  its  progreas  to  completion,  in  order  that 
the  benefits  it  promises  may  soon  be  realized. 

In  considering  the  first  point,  although  it  appears 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  letter  com- 
municated at  the  last  session,  doubta  the  authority  of 
Congress  to  pass  any  laws  for  punishing  the  offenders, 
the  committee  do  not  perceive  any  defect  of  juriadic- 
tion.  Without  controverting  the  opinion  that  the 
Conatitution  does  not,  in  virtue  of  any  grant  of  power 
conferred  by  that  instrument,  authoriie  Congress  to 
open  roads  and  canals  in  any  State,  it  seems  to  be  ad- 
mitted by  all,  that  if  a  compact  be  made  with  a  State, 
for  which  the  nation  receives  an  equivalent,  as  in  this 
case,  whereby  it  is  agreed  that  a  road  shall  be  opened 
by  the  Government  of  the  Union,  and  the  States 
through  which  the  road  passes  grant  the  right  to  make 
it,  that  the  performance  of  such  compact  ia  not  in  con- 
travention of  that  construction  ;  as  it  is  believed  that 
the  exercise  of  such  power  has  in  no  instance  be«n 
doubted,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  acts  of  legislation 
for  a  period  of  thirteen  years.  The  permission  of  the 
States  having  been  given,  it  follows  as  a  necet-sary  con- 
sequence, that  all  the  powers  obviously  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  the  grant  into  complete  effect  and  pre- 
serve it  inviolable  have  been  conferred  also.  A  differ- 
ent construction  would  render  the  consent  a  nullity, 
and  exempt  from  punishment,  as  well  the  individuals 
who  resisted  the  execution  of  the  work,  as  those  that 
afterwards  destroyed  it. 

If  the  right  to  punish  these  offences  belongs  to  the 
National    Government,  it  may  be  effected  without  the 
passage  of  any  law,  by  indictment  or  information  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  ;  or  by  enacting  stat- 
utory provisions  fixing  the  penalties.     It  being  a  fun- 
damental right  of  the  judiciary  inherent  in  every  Gov- 
ernment to  punish  all  offences,  against  the  laws  passed 
in  pursuance  of  a  delegated  power,  independently  of 
eipres!}   legislative  sanctions.     Although  the  commit- 
tee deem  it  proper  to  make  this  explicit  assertion  of  a 
right  which  it  may  become   necessary  to  exercise  on 
some   future  occasion,  in  case  of  a  peremptory  refusal 
by  a  State  to  pass  any  law  upon  the  subject,  yet  ai> 
they  believe  no  such  disposition  exists  in  relation  to  the 
road    in  question,   and    the   prosecutions  under  State 
laws  may  be  most  effectual  in  preventing  the  practices 
complained  of,  because  of  the  distanceu  to  the  places 
where  the    respective  Federal    courts  are    held,  they 
abstain  from  recommending,  at  this  time,  the  passage 
of  any  law  upon  that  subject. 

In  regard  to  the  second  branch  of  the  inquiry,  rix : 
the  amount  of  appropriation  proper  to  be  made  at  the 
present  session,  it  appears*  to  the  committee,  that  al- 
though the  fund  chargeable  with  the  reimbursement  of 
expenditures  has  been  anticipated,  it  is  growing  more 
productive  every  year  and  will  be  eventually  adequate 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  completing  the  road. 

If  Congress  persevere  with  becoming  spirit  in  thi* 
great  public  work,  we  shall  soon  see  one  of  the  best 
roads  in  the  world  over  the  chains  of  mountains  which 
separate  the  western  from  the  Atlantic  waters,  and 
which,  but  a  few  years  since,  were  supposed  to  pre- 
sent insurmountable  obstacles  to  a  safe  and  easy  inter- 
course. The  committee  lenrn.  with  much  satisfaction, 
that  the  State  of  Maryland  im  engaged  in  extending 
the  turnpike  road  that  reaches  from  Baltimore  to 
Boonesborough,  on  to  Fort  Cum'jerland;  and,  in  all 
probability,  it  will  be  completed  before  the  national 
road  from  that  point  to  the  Ohio  is  finished. 
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It  is  not  intended  to  expatiate  at  large  upon  the 
moral,  political,  and  physical  advantages  of  this  road 
to  the  nation.  They  doubtless  entered  fully  into  the 
contemplation  of  the  Congress  by  whom  the  original 
law  was  passed;  lime  and  experience  have  given  the 
fulness  of  their  sanctions  to  tlie  wisdom  of  their  decis- 
ion ;  and  it  is  alike  a  source  of  surprise  and  regret  to 
the  committee,  that  the  work  has  been  suffered,  with 
the  ample  means  possessed  by  the  (iovernment,  to 
Unger  for  a  period  of  more  than  nine  years.  .\  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  it  now  can  alone,  m  any  degree, 
repair  tlie  past  neglect;  and,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
committee,  no  subject  ia  more  deserving  the  favor  of 
Congress.  They  are  aware  of  the  opinion  enter- 
tained by  some  that  the  Western  country  already  holds 
out  sufficient  lures  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  .Atlantic 
States  to  migrate  thither,  and  that  it  is  impolitic  to 
contribute  to  their  increase,  which  will  be  the  effect, 
as  It  IS  supposed,  of  giving  facilities  to  such  removal. 
The  error  of  this  reasoning  is  proved  by  the  infallible 
test  of  experience,  applied  to  the  past  and  present 
population  of  the  States  and  Territories  west  of  the 
mountains.  The  emigrant  removes  with  intention  to 
reside  for  life  in  his  new  habitation;  and  when  he 
determines  upon  such  removal,  he  bestows  but  little 
attention  upon  the  inquiry  whether  the  road  on  which 
he  has  to  travel  is  a  very  good  one,  or  in  the  condition 
of  the  principal  Stale  roads  now  used.  This  policy, 
therefore,  although  it  cannot  prevent  him  from  going 
to  the  West,  may,  and,  if  persisted  in,  soon  will  mate- 
rially affect  his  future  connexions  with  the  Eastern 
country  in  all  the  ramifications  of  a  mutually  profita- 
ble trade  and  intercourse.  The  natural  advantages  of 
a  water  over  a  land  communication  for  the  purposes 
of  transporting  all  articles  of  merchandise,  will  not  be 
denied  by  any  ;  and  trade  will  always  seek  that  chan- 
nel which  atlbrds  it  the  fairest  prospects  of  realizing 
its  legitimate  profits.  Whenever,  therefore,  land  and 
water  communication  are  found  to  possess  a  fair  com- 
petition with  each  other  in  any  country,  the  improve- 
ments on  both  must  be  equal  to  prevent  the  monopoly 
of  either. 

The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers, 
by  steamboats,  is  now  in  its  infancy ;  its  success  is  no 
longer  doubtful,  and  it  is  increasing  with  a  rapidity 
'corres|>onding  to  that  success.  During  the  last  years 
the  sugar  and  cotton  of  Louisiana  were  brought  up 
by  the  water  to  Pittsburg,  and,  in  consequence  of  the 
extraordinary  demand,  were  transported  thence  in 
wagons  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  sold  at  prices  afford- 
ing a  profit  to  the  owner.  With  the  great  advantages 
of  steam  navigation,  unless  the  roads  across  the  moun- 
tains are  much  improved,  the  merchants  of  the  West- 
ern country  will  cease  to  purchase  goods  from  the  im- 
porters at  New  York,  Philadelphia.  Baltimore,  ice, 
and  New  Orleans  will  soon  become  the  sole  empo- 
rium of  their  trade. 

This  result  never  can  be  produced  if  a  due  attention 
be  paid  to  the  improvement  of  the  means  of  internal 
communication.  The  rivers  that  take  their  rise  in  the 
mountains  may  be  made  navigable.  In  rarious  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  the  portage  between  them  can 
be  diminished  to  an  inconsiderable  distance,  and  roads 
passing  over  the  entire  route  will  present  an  option  to 
the  merchants  as  to  the  mode  of  transportation. 
Their  connexions  have  been  formed  for  a  considerable 
period.  These  have  begotten  contidence,  and  a  mu- 
tuality of  interests  which  bind  the  parties  to  a  future 
intercourse,  and  which  will  not  be  changed  unless  for 
a  positive  and  unequivocal  benefit. 


But  the  advantages  of  an  intimate  commercial  con- 
nexion, though  addressed  to  the  interest  of  the  parties, 
are  not  the  most  important.  Good  roads  have  an  in- 
fluence over  physical  impossibihties.  By  diminishing 
the  natural  imped^ents,  they  bring  placet  and  their 
inhabitants  nigher To  each  other.  They  increase  the 
value  of  lands,  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth  in  remote 
situations,  and  by  enlarging  the  sphere  of  supply,  pro- 
vent  those  sudden  fluctuations  of  prices,  alike  prejudi- 
cial to  the  grower  and  consumer.  They  promote  a 
free  intercourse  among  the  citizens  of  remote  places, 
by  which  unfounded  prejudices  and  animosities  are 
dissipated,  local  and  sectional  feelings  are  destroyed, 
and  a  nationality  of  character,  so  desirable  to  be  en- 
couraged, is  universally  inculcated. 

The  road,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  particular  in- 
quiry of  the  committee,  has  additional  recommenda- 
tions. It  leadij  as  far  as  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
in  a  direct  line  from  the  Seat  of  Government  to  the 
important  frontier  of  the  United  Stales  on  the  Upper 
Lakes  ;  and  if,  as  the  committee  suppose,  it  be  the  true 
policy  of  the  nation  to  have  a  direct  military  comma- 
nication  for  the  entire  distance,  a  road  can  be  extended 
from  Washington,  and  passing,  as  it  will,  through  a 
large  extent  of  public  lands,  inducements  will  be  held 
out  to  the  Western  settlers  to  purchase  them,  and  by 
a  rapid  increase  of  the  population,  the  neceaaity  of 
keeping  up  a  considerable  mihtary  force  in  that  quar- 
ter will  be  diminished,  if  not  entirely  superseded. 
!  These  constitute  a  part  of  the  reasons  which  have 
I  induced  the  committee  to  recommend  an  appropriation 
I  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  this  time,  and 
therelore  they  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Reiolved,  That  the  bill  entitled  •'  an  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 

year  1816,"'  be  amended  in  the line  by  inserting 

the  following  paragraph : 

"  For  making  the  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  repaid 
out  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund  reserved  for  that  pur- 
ixwe,  .$300,000." 

.\TTORNEY  GENERAL. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  ok  tue  U.nited  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  ref>ort 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  complying  witk 
their  resolution  of  the  29lh  of  February  last. 

JAMES  .MADISON. 

Mabch  22,  1816. 


TaEAscHT  Depahtmk5t,  March  21,  1816. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
29th  of  February,  1816,  requesting  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  House  of  Representatives  "  a  statement  of 
the  cases  in  which  he  has  employed,  or  caused  to  bo 
employed,  counsel  to  assist  the  Attorney  General  pros- 
ecuting causes  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  stating,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  amount  of 
the  property  in  dispute  in  each  case,  the  names  of  the 
counsel  so  employed,  the  period  of  employing  them, 
and  the  compensation  granted  to  them  in  each  case  ; 
also  the  manner  of  making  such  compensation,  and 
the  fund  out  of  which  the  same  was  paid,"  has  the 
honor  to  present  the  following  report : 

That  It  appears  to  have  been  the  practice  of  the 
Government  to  employ  counsel  to  aasLst  the  Attorney 
General,  and  also  the  district  attorneys,  in  caset  of 
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^^•^t^  awi»t  tMD  Attorney  (ieneral  in  maintaining 
thr  (iy/malive  U|K>n  the  question  respecting  the  Con- 
•4«<u|i.  .jality  of  'iie  cairiage  tax  ;  and  Alexander 
and  J»red  Injfersoll,  counsel,  maintaining 
ive.  received  a  fee  of  $233  33,  under  an 
agre^^ifnt  that,  (ar  the  purpose  of  obUining  a  final 
d««**ffe,  the  UniCed  States  should  pay  all  the  expense* 
inciijtt,  to  the  Uansfer  of  the  cause  from  the  circuit 
ct«rikti{  the  Supr'me  Court, 

T^t'Jon  the  2-ftb  of  March,  1804,  in  obedience  to  a 
rf4>o"'y--i3n  of  theJHouse  of  RepresentatiTea  of  the  3d 
ofttt^tekme  mon^n,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  pre- 
i€<iji>p3  A  statcmeAt  "of  ail  the  moneys  which,  since 
tlse.ik-'«^blishmein  of  the  present  GoTcrnment,  had 
b«iefii^d  at  the  i."'reasury  of  the  United  States  as  fees 
to  i«(«'.i-iant  counsel,  and  for  legal  advice  in  the  bufi- 
Bv'sio^the  Unitijd  States,  in  which  were  distinguished 
tliejl''v*ral  sum^  when  paid,  for  what  services,  and 
to  ^uifn  paid  rr|peclive!y,"  amounting,  in  the  whole, 
U  jj^^m  of  $5^023  16. 

'\^itt  the  statifment  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A, 
coij^iis  a  like  nj-ecification  of  all  the  moneys  paid,  or 
paffUi;,  at  the;Treasury  of  the  United  States,  from 
tti»V4ih  of  Marfh.  1804,  until  the  present  time,  for 
tJi<;lcr^ploymeniIof  counsel  to  assist,  or  to  represent, 
tJi<('^\tjtorney  Gt^ieral  in  causes  depending  in  the  8u- 
j,r«^^-,Court  of  Jhe  United  States,  amounting,  in  the 
-'•■Hii'to  the  sufi  of  $4,540. 

jj  this  Depftment  does  not  possess  the  means  of 

't'i^.  the  amoi^l  of  the  property  in  dispute,  in  each 

'fit  which  a«*i8tant  counsel  has  been  employed  in 

FJVipreme    C   url ;  but  it   is   confidently    believed, 

general    ir^i'ormation,  that   in    every  snch   case, 

^•r'  the   value*  of  the    property    was    great,   or  the 

;y\t  of  the  {controversy   was    important;    or  the 

ii",mcnt  of  ^siatant  counsel  in  the  cases  of  sick- 

r  r  other   crtsualtics,    was   essential  to  the  public 

[psts,  as  wili»more  particularly  appear  by  the  notes 

Itipanying  statement  A. 

jal  the   manner   of  making  the  compensation  to 

[.issistant   C'iunsel  has    uniformly  been  by  issuing 

tarranU  o»  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  founded 

the  offiai   settlement  of  the  Comptroller   and 


np« 

A<<a(ior  ;  a 
apXi-'priati 
di«S^. 


ind  hi  payii 
on,    Annual 


ing  the  amount,  either  out  of  the 
lly  passed  by  Congress,  "  for  the 
.^rge  of  suj:h  miscellaneous  claims  against  the 
U[#Vd  Slates,  ;not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall 
hi2jbeen  adniiud  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
T|j|*sury  ;"  or  ^  out,  of  the  appropriations  annually 
in^i|-  •*  for  the  -iischarge  of  such  demands  against  the 
U^i*ed  States,  i^n  account  of  the  civil  department,  not 
ot^^wise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in 
dti^ourse  of  s<^ulement  at  the  Treasury." 
ifi\\  which  iuTcspeclfully  submitted. 
%l  I  A.  J.  DALLAS, 

*>  *  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


\ 

% 


▼•  '       Statement  A. 

V 

ik^&  19,  I60.t — Alexander  Janes  Dallas  was 
^ployed  to  •kissist  the  Attorney  General  in 
\JK*:  Suprem<-  Court,  upon  the  argument  of 
I^/fr  case  of  lb>-  United  Slates  »j.  the  assignees 
•^^  Blight,  a  i>ankrupt,  for  which  be  received 
»;M<oiui>ensat4>u  of        -      .   - 

Si:       I 


$600 


Note. — In  this  c«se,  the  daim  of  a  general  pri- 
ority for  the  satisfaction  of  debts  due  to  the 
United  States,  occurred.  The  amount  in 
dispute  was  considerable,  but  the  principle 
involved  was  of  much  more  importance.  The 
Attorney  General  being  indisposed,  the  u- 
sistant  counsel  argued  the  case  alone. 

January  1,  1813. — Alexander  James  Dallas  was 
employed  to  assist  the  Attorney  General  in 
the  case  of  the  French  Government  schooner 
Balou,  (formerly  the  Exchange,)  and  gener- 
ally in  the  business  of  the  United  States,  at 
February  term,  1812,  for  which  he  received  a 
compensation  of  .         .         .         -         -    1,300 

Note. — The  Baloa  was  a  public  armed  vessel  of 
France,  attached  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
by  persons  claiming  her  as  their  property. 
l^e  case  involved  the  important  question 
whether  such  an  attachment  would  lie;  and 
on  the  remonstrance  of  the  Minister  of 
France,  the  President  directed  it  to  be  brought 
before  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  Pinkney, 
the  Attorney  General,  being  recently  ap- 
pointed, requested  also  some  general  assist- 
ance in  the  business  of  the  term,  to  prevent 
delay.  Mr.  Dallas  argued  the  case  of  the 
Exchange,  and  ten  other  cases. 

May  14,  1808. — Walter  Jones  was  employed  to 
assist  the  Attorney  General  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  upon  the  argument  of  the  case  of  the 
United  States  t<*.  the  schooner  Betsey  and 
Charlotte,  William  Y"eaton,  claimant,  for 
which  he  received  a  compensation  of  -  -  200 
February  1,  1814. — William  Pinkney,  having 
resigned  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  was 
employed  as  counsel  to  argue  the  cases  of  the 
United  States  depending  in  the  Supreme 
Court  at  February  term,  1814,  for  which  he 
received  a  compensation  of  ...    1,000 

Note. — Mr.  Pinkney's  resignation,  though  pre- 
viously intimated,  was  not  received  until  the 
term  had  commenced ;  and  Mr.  Rush,  who 
was  appointed  his  successor,  could  not  take 
the  oath  of  office,  under  his  commission  dated 
the  10th  of  February,  1814,  until  the  12th  of 
the  same  month.  In  accepting  his  appoint- 
ment, it  was  explicitly  understood  that  he 
did  not  undertake  to  argue  the  causes  of  the 
United  States  during  the  current  term,  as  it 
would  have  been  impracticable  to  read  the 
records,  and  to  make  the  necessary  prepara- 
tion. It  was,  therefore,  an  alternative,  either 
to  postpone  the  public  busuiess  until  the 
next  term,  or  to  engage  the  services  of  Mr. 
Pinkney,  who  had  a  previous  knowledge  of 
the  records.  He  was  accordingly  engaged, 
and  he  procured  decisions  in  many  important 
cases,  besides  giving  a  general  attention  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  Stales  throughout 
the  term.  Mr.  Pinkney's  compensation  has 
not  been  paid  at  the  Treasury,  but  has  been 
credited  in  his  account  as  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London. 

November  14,  1814. — John  Law  was  employed 
to  prepare  the  statements  of  the  cases  de- 
pending before  the  Supreme  Court  at  Feb- 
ruary term,  1814,  for  which  he  received  a 
compensation  of  .....       440 

Note. — Mr.  Pinkney  having  only  undertaken 
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to  discharge  the  duty  of  counsel,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  engage  Mr.  Law's  services  in  the 
Solicitor's  business. 
February  -,  1815.— Walter  Jones  was  em- 
ployed, on  account  of  the  extreme  indisposi- 
tion of  the  Attorney  General,  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  United  Sutesin  the  Supreme 
Court  at  February  term,  1815,  and  a  com- 
pensation has  been  authorixed,  but  not  yet 
paid,  of     .------ 


1,000 
$4,340 


THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  tariff  of  duties. 

Mr.  Betts  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
words  ad  valorem,  in  the  clause  fixing  the  duty 
on  woollens  and  cottons;  which  was  negatived, 
ayes  40,  noes  65. 

Mr.  Webster  submiited  a  motion  to  alter  the 
tariff  proposed  on  cottons,  by  laying  a  maximum 
duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  for   two  years,  and  then 

gradually  reducing  it  to per  cent.     Mr.  W. 

offered  several  arguments  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion, but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  he 
withdrew  it,  for  the  present,  to  wait  some  infor- 
mation which  would  enable  the  House  lo  act 
more  under.<.landingly  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which,  substantially,  was  to 
defer  the  operation  of  the  duties  on  India  cottons, 
proposed  by  the  bill,  lo  January  next.  He  offered 
this  motion  to  protect  the  merchants  engaged  in 
the  India  trade  from  the  ruin  which  would  in- 
evitably be  inflicted  on  them  by  the  duties  pro- 
posed if  laid  suddenly,  after  merchants  had  goods 
on  their  way  home  or  ordered,  and  without  suffi- 
cientnoiice  to  enable  them  to  frame  their  measures 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Lowndes  opposed  the  motion.  If  the 
duty  was  necessary  at  all  to  secure  our  manu- 
facturers, It  was  necessary  to  commence  its  oper- 
tion  without  delay  ;  and  he  thought  the  gentle- 
man would  find  that  more  mischief  would  ensue 
to  the  manufacturing  interest  from  the  delay  he 
proposed  than  would  be  prevented  to  the  mercan- 
tile class  from  its  adoption. 

Mr.  HuLBERT  was  also  hostile  to  the  motion. 
It  was  said  that  the  bill  would  ruin  the  India 
merchants;  he  wished  the  merchants  all  possi- 
ble success  and  happiness,  but  he  wished  well 
also  to  the  manufacturers;  and  to  save  them  from 
rum  it  was  necessary  to  act  promptly.  This  is 
the  moment,  said  Mr.  H. — the  physician  is  not 
wanted  after  the  patient  is  dead  ;  and  if  the  man- 
ufacturers are  suffered  now  to  go  down,  it  will  be 
impossible  hereafter  to  resuscitate  them.  He 
hoped  at  least  that  his  colleague  would  for  the 
present  withdraw  his  motion,  for  the  reason  stated 
on  Mr.  Webster's. 

Mr.  Ward  supported  his  motion,  and  replied 
to  the  objections  wliicli  had  been  made  lo  it.  It 
was  not  his  object  to  ruin,  nor  would  it  ruin,  any 
part  of  the  community — but   to  save  a  valuable 


class  of  citizens  from  destruction.     He  argued 

that  the  time  asked  for  would  not  be  so  injurious 
to  the  manufacturers  as  was  predicted;  because 
they  would  be  able  to  get  on  very  well  under 
the  double  duties  that  would  still  be  in  force; 
but  the  merchants  he  alluded  to  had  no  relief 
at  all. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Pickerinq,  on  the  ' 
impropriety  of  producing  a  prohibition  of  a  par- 
ticular trade  by  high  duties  which  it  was  wrong 
to  do  by  a  direct  interdiction,  Mr.  Ward,  for  the 
present,  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
duty  of  five  cents  {>€r  bushel  on  coal  ;  which  mo- 
tion, however,  he  subsequently  withdrew. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then,  with  the  view 
of  encouraging  and  protecting  the  great  quantity 
of  machinery  erected  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  for  rolling  and  slitting  iron,  and  en- 
couraging that  manufacture,  and  showing  by 
several  statements  that  the  proposed  duty  was 
an  insufficient  protection — moved  to  increase  the 
duly  on  the  imported  iron  sheets,  rod  and  bolts, 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  cents  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Irvinq 
of  New  York,  Root,  and  Condict,  and  carried 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  increase  the  duty 
on  lump  and  loaf  sugar  to  eighteen  cents  per 
pound — believing  that  the  manufactories  of  the 
article  now  established  in  the  United  States  were 
fully  able  to  supply  the  whole  country,  and  the 
duly  proposed  by  the  bill  being  in  his  opinion  io- 
sufficient  to  protect  those  establishments  from  a 
successful  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  Smith  alterwards  gave  way  to  Mr.  Hcger, 
who  wished  to  reduce  the  duty  of  four  cents  per 
pound  on  brown  sugar  ;  believing  that  no  protec- 
tion was  necessary  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  that  article,  by  which  large  fortunes  were  now 
making,  and  which  it  was  unnecessary  lo  en- 
courage by  taxing  the  community  for  that  pur- 
pose. Mr.  H.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
proposed  duty  of  four  cents,  with  the  view,  if 
successful,  of  filling  the  blank  with  two  and  an 
half  cents. 

Mr.  Robertson  said:  I  rise  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
oppose  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  Before,  however.  I  enter  on  my  reply, 
I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  observations  of  a  gene- 
ral nature,  but  strictly  applicable  to  the  question 
under  consideration. 

I  ihink  I  am  founded  in  .«;aying,  that  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  now 
brought  forward  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  has  resulted  from  inattention  or  forget- 
fulness;  it  can  be  traced  to  no  other  source;  it 
can  be  executed  on  no  other  ground  ;  for  ii  is  at 
war  with  every  principle  he  has  laid  down,  and 
violates  the  whole  system  which  he  professes  to 
approve.  I  will  not  repeat  his  principles  or  his 
plans;  they  are  before  the  eyes  of  every  gentle- 
man in  the  House.  I  content  myself  wiih  saying 
again,  that  his  plan  of  reduction  in  regard  to  the 
duty  on  sugar,  is  a  clear  and  manifest  violation 
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of  hifcowD  prir'ciples,  and  at  war  with  the  whole 

5ys^5a.  i 

'ISif'  State  of 


merce,  and  an  increased  revenue;  bat  the  cotton 

nianufacturer.  who  destroys  your  voyages  to  the 

«. ..    -.-..  ^     Louisiana,  Mr.  Chairman,  from  ;  East  Indies,  offers  you  none  other  in  'return    Our 

us  b£.py  cliraite  and  fertile  soil,  is  competent  to    intercour.se  with   foreign   nations   can    never  be 

furK^i  the  United  States  with  all  the  sucar  thev  ;  pntirpiv  /.nt  off.   i,  -.in   k-   „i...«.,.-  ...«:.:-_.  . 


<^       '-i-    1     TT        J  cT  ^  ^  luit-rcuurse  who   loreign   nations   can    never  be 

luri^^  ibe  United  States  with  all  the  sugar  they  entirely  cut  off;   it  will  be   always  sufficient  to 

way^  quire  ;  l,ut  that  this  may  be  done  with  cer-  breed  dispute,  and   produce  war.     Let  it  be  also 

tair;uS  and  wii^in  a  fchort  time,  some  encourage-  sufficient,  if  it  plunge  us  into  war,  to  carry  u^ 

raearis  indisD<tasable.     Ls  anv  mamit.'x^tiiro  mnro  iKmn^i.  ;•  ...:.u  __j   l  .     .,  ■   ' 


'•,s  indisp(fcsable.  Is  any  manufacture  more 
itnj^iant  to  tjie  nation?  Is  there  one  which 
njayftDe  aided  \  y  a  tax  on  its  foreign  competition 
wit|*.less  injii,tice  to  the  community,  or  with 
gre#|tr  advaniige  to  the  revenue?  Gentlemen 
calt'^  an  agricultural    product;  is  that  sufficient 


through  it  with  success  and   honor;  to  this  end 
maritime  force  is  necessary. 

The  duty  paid  on  imported  sugars,  if  taken 
from  the  pocket  of  the  consumer,  augments  the 
public  Treasury,  because,  although  it  affects  the 
price.  It  will   not   in  the  same  dejree  affect  the 


j^,   ,,   „J  „K-„  .    e        -J        1     TT — f.'v.^.  II  «...   uui   111   me  same  aegree  anect  tie 

rlrmrlrltel     K^'T'^'''^     Have  our    quantity  imported  ;  whereas  the  duty  laid  on  . m- 
tp     n^l  .^^'^   '^"'    <=of"b.nations,  ,  ported    cottons,  by  excluding    them   entirely,  is 

^1^  ;a^t^h^^7,  '''''™^'°^''"%"'°^^''^^"    added  to  the  price  of  the  domestic  manufacmre! 

J  than  ih  t  of  the  agriculturist  ?     But,  say  I  taken  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  consumer  and  nu 

genU-men    wh>  not   hold   out  encouragement  to  ,  into  that  of  the   manufacturer;  thu^in  ?he  one 

nhT"      K   Tt'^^^y^'"  the  growers  of  rice,  '  case,  we  pay  a  tax  to  the  publiV.  in    he  other  to 

tob|^-o   wheat   &c.?     Is  u  possible  that  an  argu- ;  individuals.'     Gentleman    have    indulgerthem- 

me^».c.f  this  kM  can  have  any  weight ;  is  it  se- 1  selves  in  the  most  extravagant  misrepresentations 

I.  if  urged  ?  I  Let  me  a.k  pnt^^emen,  if  tobacco,  i  in  regard  to  the  wealth  oHhe  pTnters  orLoiisi- 

[mkl.o^n'^Xt;7/rJ"^'.7/^^^lr:!!    f-'  7t-^^y  '-^  — '^^   .he.r.^^:rr 


imnijtation,  \Uhether  ihey  woul 
profcrety  of  giving  that  aid,  by  w 
be  eKibled  to  ra^e  these  important 


Id  not  see  the 
hich  we  should 
productswitbin 


tion,  I  know  not.'    They  have   probably  formed 
their  opinions  from  the  false  and  ridiculous  state- 

^„    1^  •    ,      ,„     ,■,   . — I- —    ™o's  which  we  have  seen  of  the  creat  nrofits  nf 

L   Kv  "u°'7  '    ,  ^""J''  "  ""'  '^  ""''  '"  ■'"  '  '^'  culti.anoQ  m  Georgia ;  and  a Tnllemln  from 

•  „,lS.„.^,M„  J     i    ,  1  '    >.     "' '°  ""f  H'PP'OW    running  iDIo  Ibe  business wilh  the  ulmost alacrilv 


.be^.e-were  .he  favorr.  cuirurVZf  ib^rsv;,;;!  ^;;„:;i7,Vf;r.;e% 

.W,er  they  would  not  seethe  propriety  of  sus-'"'  —  ^'-'   -'-  -        «t:.iuey  win  run  witli 


wh 


taio^^ 


slei^uboat  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  its 
Tar^^js  waters  t^iH  produce  this  effect.  The  hi«rh 
pruj  f^uring  tht;  war  grew  simply  out  of  the  wa'nt 
of  t{aasportatio:i;  this  state  of  things  will  never 


aga^«t  occur. 
I.i  times  of 


peace  the  distant  and  extensive 


_.     r  —  / .redoubled  alacrity  out  of  it ;  it  will  not  answpr 

Couai^V  i    "^"''''''   '^'  '"'^  '^''''  '^  *  '■°^^'^"     '^^^  ^"^^^  f^'^'^'"'  «f  LouiJana  are  not  so  en  or! 
i3^);«  ,i„        ■      r  u  !  mously  rich    as   gentlemen    affect    to  believe-  I 

LolJ?anaa^lTt°V^''^"''^'""•/^^'°^"'^^^°^'''"°^  ^^'"^  ^'^«  ^»^«  been  ruined  ;  many  who 
Lof  .lana  are  not  alone  concerned.     Is  u  not  im-    have  done  nothing  more  than  hold  their  own     » 

Vo^^M  that  in  ume  of  war  we  should  be  furnished  ,  few,  and  these  generally  w  i  h  all  the  advaTta^et 

wu|  this  valuable  article?     Let  the  situation  of    of  commencing  with  la^e  capitaU  indepeodf^^^^ 

h  Ctlo'n'"  ThTsta  e? o'f  \l"  iT  ^"""    ''  ''''  P'^^^^^'  ^'^^-     Butlhe'saC  mLy  K  d  of 
IMr  .     L       '*'^^  °^  '^^  U^'"°   ™»y    our  cotton  planters  and  our  merchants      Thpri 

a"Er"st°at     3u  'su'nnrPHP'"'^  ^'i'  sugar  from  I  ,s   nothing, 'as    yet.  whicrvera  "a     agel  sly 
a  s.f«r  ^/ate,^ut   supplied   at  a  cheap  rale;  the  |  distinguishes  the  cultivation  of  the  cane.    UeUeie 

the  planters  stand  in  need  of  the  protecting  care 
of  Government ;  in  their  behalf  I  a<k  it.  1  have 
no  personal  interest.  I  am  not  a  sugar  maker, 
and  from  present  prospects  I  believe  I  never  shall 
be.  I  have  not  brought  my  private  feeling  into 
operation  on  this  question.  1  wish  it  were  the 
case  that  no  pecuniary  consideration  could  ever 
be  seen  to  shape  or  decide  our  political  course. 

In  regard  to  every  article  mentioned  in  the 
tariff,  one  excepted,  the  people  of  Louisiana  are 
the  purchasers  and  consumers;  they  are  to  be 
heavily  taxed  to  augment  the  wealth  of  other 
parts  of  the  country;  they  are  willing  to  make 
the  sacrifice— but  they  ask  in  return  reciprocal 
sacrifices;  they  ask  protection  to  their  single 
manufacture— to  that  employment  in  which  more 
capital  is  embarked,  in  relation  to  the  State,  than 
in  any  other  in  any  State  in  the  Union,  in  re- 
gard to  its  wealth  and  resources.  I  suppose  the 
capital  thus  employed  amounts  to  nearly  $20,000,- 
000,  one-third  of  the  agricultural  and  manufac- 
turing wealth  of  the  nation.  Does  any  manu- 
facture, in  any  other  State,  bear  as  great  a  pro- 
portion to  its  wealth  ? 


trafj|.wiih  .Nevr  Orleans  will  give  employment 
to  J^[  raaritiiue  industry;  ihui.  substituting  a 
trac^  with  one^of  the  States  of  the  Union,  for 
lha*<vjth  the  West  Indies,  and  which  we  already 
ha>f  bst.  WlHlst  an  exclusion  of  all  other  for- 
eigti^rtjanutactufes,  however  beneficial  to  our  in- 
lerc^iipnal  prosperity,  destroys  a  commerce,  if 
in  nj.  other  poi{,f  of  view  desirable,  important  to 
n|»vfe^ion,  let  us  take  care,  that  while  we  pro- 
iDoiI  ipanufacKires,  we  do  not  so  far  annihilate 
conj|flurce  as  ,^  destroy  maritime  industry,  and 
thui}:ut  off  the  right  arm  of  the  nation.  Cum- 
mer^, considered  in  regard  to  America,  is  mari- 
limtj strength;  render  useless  the  merchant,  and 
you  jiiay  save  ]fourself  the  expense  of  building 
iressi^s  of  war.  .In  the  hour  of  battle  they  will  he 
'wulkut  seameni  The  planter  of  Louisiana  offers 
you  J  valu-^'-  1         - 
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able  ioanufacture,  an 


extensive  com- 


r 


1261 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1262 


March,  1816. 


7%e  Thrif. 


H.  opR. 


The  motion  of  the  gentleman  has  a  most  im- 
portant bearing  on  the  revenue  of  the  nation,  as 
well  as  on  the  prosperity  of  Louisiana;  il  it 
succeed,  it  will  strike  off  about  §900,000  from 
the  receipts  of  the  Treasury.  Does  the  gentle- 
man propose  to  make  up  the  loss  by  additional 
taxes  on  other  articles?  On  what  can  it  be  laid 
with  more  propriety?  No  idea  is  entertained  of 
increasing  the  direct  tax,  and  augmented  duties 
on  any  other  subject  will  amount  to  a  total  pro- 
hibition or  invite  extensive  smuggling;  if  the 
article  be  bulky,  it  will  not  be  imported,  if  it  be 
otherwise,  it  will  be  surreptitiously  introduced — 
in  either  event,  no  benefit  accrues  to  the  cus- 
toms. 

My  friend  from  South  Carolina,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who,  I  hesi- 
tate not  to  say.  is  better  acquainted  with  the  fis- 
cal concerns  of  the  nation  than  any  member  of 
this  House,  has  recommended  the  duty  which  I 
now  advocate;  he  tells  you  explicitly,  it  is  re- 
quired by  the  necessities  of  the  Government.  Im- 
partial and  intelligent  as  he  is.  he  has  not  said  as 
much  in  regard  to  any  other  tax;  he  has  not  sup- 
ported iiigh  duties  on  cotton  and  woollen  goods, 
because  no  benefit  would  result  to  the  public 
from  laying  them;  they  would,  as  they  will, 
cease  to  be  imported,  or  be  smuggled  ;  and  the 
benefit  to  the  nation,  if  either  of  these  should  oc- 
cur, cannot  be  easily  perceived  ;  no  danger  of  this 
kind  i>-  to  be  apprehended  in  respect  to  sugar,  it 
is  too  bulky  to  be  smuggled,  and  too  necessary  to 
the  community  to  be  dispensed  with. 

I  fear,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  an  intereal  is  spring- 
ing up  before  which  every  other  is  to  be  pros- 
trated ;  the  mere  manufacturer  is  to  be  preferred; 
whether  he  be  a  manutacturer  uf  the  raw  mate- 
rial, produced  by  our  own  country,  or  that  of 
other  States,  is  nut  to  be  asked — whatever  injury 
be  done  to  the  revenue,  whatever  ruin  be  brought 
on  maritime  industry,  however  much  the  agri- 
culturist suffer,  the  manufacturer  must  and  will 
be  encouraged.  Does  the  manufacturer  of  wool 
want  encouragement,  foreign  cloth  is  shut  out, 
the  value  of  the  duties  given  up,  and  the  compe- 
tition, so  beneficial  to  the  consumer,  is  destroyed  ; 
does  the  farmer  ask  to  be  protected  in  raising 
sheep,  so  a<  to  furnish  t!ie  raw  material,  the  ne- 
cessary duty  on  foreign  wool  is  denied,  because 
it  is  convenient  and  profitable  to  the  manufac- 
turer to  purchase  wool  as  cheap  as  possible, 
whether  it  be  foreign  or  native.  Apply  the  .same 
examination  to  other  subjects — does  the  sugar 
refiner  ask  it,  foreign  refined  sugar  is  excluded 
from  the  market  by  enormous  duties;  does  the 
grower  of  the  raw  material  solicit  protection,  it 
is  denied,  because  it  is  convenient  and  profitable 
to  the  refiner  10  obtain  the  raw  material  as  cheap 
as  possible.  1  will  detain  the  House  no  longer. 
I  have  endeavored  to  show  llial  it  is  as  important 
to  the  interests  of  the  nation  to  protect  the  culti- 
vation of  the  cane  and  the  manufacture  of  sugar, 
as  any  other  manufacture  whatever;  that,  by  so 
doing,  in  opposition  to  what  will  occur  from 
augmeoiing  the  duties  on  imported  goods  gene- 
rally, you  encourage  the  commerce  and  naviga- 


I 


tioD  and  add  to  the  revenues  ol  the  nation 
hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  HuoER  acknowledged  that  the  statements 
he  had  just  heard  had  done  away  much  of  his 
objection  to  the  duty  proposed  in  the  bill,  and  if 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  could  convince 
him  that  the  cultivators  of  sugar  could  nut  go  oa 
safely  without  the  duty,  he  would  not  press  his 
motion  further  ;  but  he  apprehended  the  gentle- 
man had  been  in  some  measure  influenced  by  his 
feelings,  and,  not  being  a  grower  himself,  might 
be  Ini^led  by  an  imperfect  acquaintance  with  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Robertson  replied  at  some  length  to  Mr. 
HuGER,  in  support  of  his  previous  statement;  af- 
ter whom 

.Mr.  LowNOEs  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
same  side.  He  argued  that  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  demanded  encouragement  as  strongly  as 
any  other,  and  that  he  thought  the  duty  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  was  even  too  low,  being  a  very 
small  increase  on  the  specific  duty  ;  and  it  was 
as  necessary  for  the  purpose  uf  revenue  as  the 
protection  of  the  article. 

Mr.  Sheffey  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
He  objected  to  a  high  duty  being  laid  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revenue,  because  it  would  press  loo  hea- 
vily on  the  poorer  classes.  Sugar  had  become  an 
article  of  necessity,  and  was  used  almost  as  much 
by  the  poor  as  the  rich  ;  it  was  taxing  the  poor, 
therefore,  to  impose  a  heavy  duty  on  it.  As  to 
the  necessity  of  protecting  the  article,  the  in- 
crease of  the  culture  fur  several  years  was  a  suffi- 
cient argument  that  it  was  profitable,  and  needed 
no  protection.  Self-inierest.  he  said,  was  eagle- 
eyed,  and  would  pursue  only  whai  was  product- 
ive of  profit.  Mr.  S.  resorted  to  n  variety  of 
other  arguments  to  show  that  two  and  an  half 
cents  would  be  an  ample  duty  on  the  article, 
either  for  protection  or  revenue. 

Mr.  Calhou.n  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 
motion.  He  dwell  on  the  great  importance  of 
the  article,  and  the  expediency  of  encouraging  its 
production  in  our  own  country,  by  which  our  sup- 
plies would  be  so  much  more  certain;  and  he 
enforced  particularly  the  necessity  of  encouraging 
all  those  articles  at  home,  for  which  we  now  de- 
pended on  the  West  Indies,  to  which  the  trade 
was  so  precarious  thai  a  proclamation  from  the 
Governor  of  an  island  might  any  moment  cut  it 
II  off. 

Several  other  gentlemen  entered  into  this  de- 
bate, whose  remarks  cannot  be  given  in  the  above 
condensed    manner.       Mr.    Wiloe    opposed    the 


motion, 
Pitkin, 


and    Messrs. 
advocated  it. 


MiLNOR.   Pickering,   and 


The  question  on  striking  out  the  sum  of  four 
cents  was  then  taken,  and  carried— ayes  62, 
noes  55. 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  three 
cents. 

Mr.  FoR3YTH  proposed  to  fill  11  wilh  five  cents, 
and  spoke  some  time  in  support  of  a  high  duty 
on   the  article;  rvhich,  he  said,  would  be  culti- 
vated very  extensively  in  Georgia,  if  proper  en- 
couragement were  given  to  »t  by  the  GovernmcDl. 
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.  protest,'^  also  with  warmth  against  the 
inji|f^ice  of  taxiTig  the  South  tosupport  the  man- 
ufa<tf:firers  of  tVie  East,  and  yet  denying  to  the 
Sot.%t  any  seclirity  for  their  manufactures  in 
rrtU4*.  \ 

N4j^.Robert*on  also  advocated  this  motion, 
afvdfelr.  PiTKi.v  opposed  it  j  when 
i1w$  question'on  fire  cents  was  negatived. 

Aft  Clay  thvo  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
threj^ "cents  and  a  half,  but  hoped  some  gentleman 
woiJ.-'  propose  |o  restore  four  cents;  in  favor  of 
whi<*  Mr.  C.  ajigued  at  some  length. 

'  Mj^Gasto.n  >-poke  a  short  time  in  opposition 
to  i|*  proposetj  duty  ;  and  earnestly  entreated 
the  tfciuse  to  cwostder  those  unfortunate  manu- 
facti9|ng  State|,  which  were  burdened  on  the 
onCj^jiod  to  enotjurage  the  manufactures  of  the 
Easf^^nd  taxed'on  the  other  to  protect  the  pro- 
ducti^^j/  the  Soi^ih,  &c. 

Ajfrijr  an  inell^ectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Wood- 
WAitiJro  obiainfi  reconsideration  of  the  question 
on  -jinking  our,;with  the  view  of  moving  to  re- 
sior'iyDur  cents  j  his  reasons  for  which  he  briefly 
suuf^  ] 

Tit  questionjon  filling  the  blank  with  three 
and|'*half  cent^  was  carried — ayes  64,  noes  58, 

Tj.  Coramit|ee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
aQd;4f)tained  le<ive  to  sit  aerain. 

A^^  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until 
Moi4£t>r.  I 

K  AloNDAY,  March  25. 

M^^BviNG  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob  Barker, 
of^  th-*city  of  ?ew  York,  praying  that  certain 
suits. ^stituted  ^gainst  the  endorsers  of  certain 
biUs  i^ii exchange  drawn  by  him  on  his  agents  in 
Lnn^iy,  in  the  Kjingdom  of  Great  Britain,  during 
the  Ukfi  war  witji  that  country,  (which  were  sold 
to  it^Cjovemmt  nl  of  the  United  States  and  were 
rer-u^f:!Td  protest  d  in  consequence  of  the  British 
Govi-r^*raenl  ha\  ing  prohibited  its  subjects  from 
tradjiiAin  the  Inited  States  stock,  upon  which 
the  ^ifvl  bills  wt  ;e  bottomed.)  may  be  discontin- 
ued >4ijt)n  their  t  returning  the  purchase  money 
giv'ij,<|^r  the  saijl  bills,  together  with  interest  and 
all  thi-iSijosts  wh:jeh  have  accrued  thereon. — The 
p«ii(^qv,  was  refJrred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  :?;/i«DS. 

lV$r.:^LEA3AN 

AlTiifj^,  to  whor$  was  ri 
Sen^j  ■  respecijiing  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
ibc  ^|>.  ip-of-war|\Vasp,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out ;||j^endment^and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 


119,  from  the  Committee  on  IVaval 
referred  the  bill  from  the 


out  i^endment^ana  ine 
Coa»pittee  of  lik  Whole 
AifiJi-ngrossed-bill  entit 


-g.^.-ocu  JJ..1  vwi.tled  ''An  act  placing  cer- 
tain Jfersons  o(*  the  list  of  Navy  pensioners,"' 
[wotJiWed  at  D4f  tmoor  prison]  was  read  the  third 
titTi(5.,g*rd  passed* 

A.i4;<ssage  frt^m  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou^e 
that  ii|^  Senate; jiave  passed  a  bill  '-for  the  relief 
of  ^>ij;n  Holkaij.  formerly  Consul  General  of 
FraJ^'i  to  the  l,nited  States;"  also,  a  bill  '-for 
the  trtf^jef  of  th^  Baltimore  and  Massachusetts 
Bibt^:J3ocieties  ;<  in  winch  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
cuic^^e  of  this  House. 

i  f  T  » 


i 


BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia^  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
titions of  sundry  banking  associations  in  said  Dis- 
trict, praying  for  charters,  made  a  detailed  report 
thereon,  favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
on  their  complyingwith  certain  conditions;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committt'e  have  participated  in  that  deep  and 
general  concern  to  which  the  unauthorized  eatabluh- 
ment  of  banking  associations  throughout  the  countrr 
has  given  rise.  They  will  forbear  to  dilate  upon  the 
incalculable  evils  which  inevitably  flow  from  suflering 
any  association  of  individuals,  who  choose  to  engage 
in  such  pursuit,  to  pour  into  the  circulation  of  the 
country  a  flood  of  bank  paper  at  their  discretion.  The 
general  sentiment  has  been  so  perfectly  settled  on  this 
subject,  and  has  been  so  entirely  justified  by  the  les- 
sons of  a  dear  bought  experience,  that  your  committee 
have  chosen  rather  to  avoid  unprofitable  speculations, 
and  to  act  at  once  upon  the  subject,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  bill,  which  has  already  been  reported,  for  the 
suppression  of  the  notes  of  the  unchartered  banks. 
The  provisions  of  that  bill  (however  harsh  they  may 
appear)  are  believed  by  your  committee  to  be  ecMn- 
tially  necessary  to  eflTect  the  great  and  important  end 
which  they  have  in  view,  in  common,  as  ihev  believe, 
with  other  members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  recommended  the  punishment  of 
the  persons  engaged  in  banking,  and  of  the  officers  of 
such  institutions,  rather  than  a  general  penalty  on  the 
circulation  of  the  notes  of  unchartered  banks,  because 
the  experience  of  an  adjoining  State  has  sufficiently 
demonstrated  that  provision.s  of  the  latter  description 
cannot  be  carried  into  execution.  A  large  proportion 
of  society  becoming  implicated  in  the  offence,  it  be- 
comes impossible  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
however  wise  in  its  views,  and  salutary  in  its  design.' 

But  whilst  your  committee  unhesitatingly  recom- 
mend the  prohibition  of  the  establishment  of  new 
banks,  the  maturest  reflection  has  convinced  them,  that 
the  existing  state  of  things  absolutely  requires  thoM 
which  have  gone  into  operation  within  the  DisUict 
without  charlcrs,  to  be  incorporated,  and  suffered  to 
continue  an  employment  of  their  capital,  which  was 
legitimate  when  their  associations  were  formed.  la 
presenting  their  views  on  this  subject,  your  committee 
will  ask  attention  to  the  following  considerations  : 

1.  What  are  the  eviU  that  can  fairly  b«  anticipated 
from  chartering  the  unincorporated  banks  ? 

2.  What  are  the  evils  which  are  likely  to  ensue 
from  arresting  them  in  the  course  of  their  business  ? 

3.  What  are  the  pubhc  advantages  that  may  be  de- 
rived from  their  incorporation  ? 

It  is  of  material  consequence,  in  determining  the 
hrst  of  these  questions,  to  observe,  that  it  is  proposed 
by  the  committee  to  make  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  an  essential  condition  of  the 
charters,  and  to  prohibit  the  suspension  of  specie  re- 
demption, under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  their  privi- 
leges as  a  corporation.  With  such  a  provision  they 
indulge  the  hope  that  no  evil  of  sufficient  magnitude 
can  fairly  be  apprehended  from  incorporating  the  bank- 
ing companies  now  m  operation. 

An  opinion  has  been  entert.-.ined  by  some,  that  the 
amount  of  bank  capital  in  the  District  far  exceeds  its 
wanu,  and  that  it  is  better  to  limit  it  by  putting  down 
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»  part  of  the  exMting  aoAaiMni  kHdu,  if  not  the 
whole.  It  is  believed  that  this  opinion  is  founded  on 
a  misapprehension  of  the  amount  of  capital  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  is  also  contradicted  by  facU  which  admit  not 
of  controversion. 

The  actual  bank  capital  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
is  as  follows : 
Actual  capital  of  the  chartered  banks,  ap]»earing  from  a 

pnnted  sUtement  before  the  House       -    $3,331,.'i97 
Proposed  capital  of  six  unchartered  banks, 

which  It  is  contemplated  to  incorporate. 

each  $600,000    -         -         -         -         -       3,000,000 


$6,321,597 


The  actual  capital  of  tho  six  unchartered  banks  does 
not  amount,  it  is  believed,  to  more  than  two  millions 
at  the  present  time,  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thous- 
and dollars  has  been  fixed  on  as  the  amount  of  the 
capital  of  each,  because  it  is  probable  the  demand  for 
bank  capital  may  increase  before  the  expiration  of  the 
proposed  charters,  and  because  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Bank  bill  prohibit  the  granting  of  uny  others. 

This  capital  of  five  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  is  not  confined  in  its  active  operations,  and  its 
beneficial  effects,  to  the  population  of  the  three  towns 
in  the  District,  amounting  to  about  twenty  thousand 
souls.  P>en  if  it  were,  it  is  believed  it  would  not  ex- 
ceed the  proportion  of  bank  c  'al  m  Baltimore  to  the 
population  of  that  city.  Bat  when  we  take  into  the 
estimate  the  extensive  and  rich  country  on  the  shores 
of  the  Totomac,  and  even  uf  the  Shenandoah,  stretch- 
ing up  nearly  two  hundred  miles  West  and  Southwest 
into  Virginia,  whose  produce  chiefly  centres  in  this 
District,  and  whose  prosperity  is,  in  some  measure, 
dependent  on  the  command  of  capital  here,  we  may 
venture  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  that  opinion  which 
pronounces  the  banking  capital  too  large.  .\  single 
fact  ought  to  place  this  matter  beyond  doubt.  It  is  the 
fact,  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  employment  of  the 
capital.  That  capital  cannot,  it  is  believed,  be  justly 
pronounced  to  be  too  large,  which,  so  far  from  exceed- 
ing the  demand  for  capital,  does  not  even  now  meet 
the  extent  of  that  demand.  It  is  notorious,  that  the 
banks  of  this  District  are  even  now  unable  to  discount 
all  the  paper  which  is  offered  them  by  men  of  unques- 
tionable solvency,  of  the  highest  respectability,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  most  laudable  and  lucrative  employments; 
and  though  this  incapacity  proceeds,  in  some  measure, 
from  the  absorption  by  Government  stock  of  a  part  of 
their  capital,  yet  that  circumstance  is  neither  supposed 
to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  vary  materially  the 
position  assumed,  nor  ought  it  indeed  to  be  taken  into 
the  estimate. 

The  only  evil  it  is  supposed  that  can  be  plausibly 
assigned  as  likely  to  flow  from  the  chartering  of  the 
unincorporated  banks,  is  that  which  may  be. supposed 
to  arise  from  a  surcharged  circulation  of  their  paper. 
So  long  as  banks  continue  their  operations  without  re- 
deeming their  notes  in  .ipecie,  this  b  a  well  grounded 
apprehension.  The  love  of  gain — one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful instincts  of  the  human  heart — without  the  salu- 
tary check  of  specie  redemption,  will  always  tempt 
banking  associations  to  overtrade.  But  the  necessity 
of  paying  specie  for  their  notes  when  demanded,  af- 
fords an  ample  check  to  that  propensity,  at  least  in  the 
present  state  of  our  public  aflkirs.  The  committee 
will  not  intrude  upon  the  House  a  disquisition,  on  a 
proposition  so  plain  as  to  be  at  present  almost  received 


as  an  axiom,  that  an  excessive  issue  of  notes  win  for- 
nish  iu  own  check,  if  banks  redeem  with  punctuality 
the  notes  they  send  into  circulation.  And  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  specie  redemption  is  the  foundation  of  this  re- 
port, it  is  believed  that  no  evil  will  ensue  from  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  recommended  by  them. 

2.  The  evils  which  are  likely  to  ensue  from  sup- 
pressing the  chartered  banks  already  in  operation,  are, 
on  the  other  hand,  believed  to  be  great  and  manifest. 

Your  committee  are  not  in  possession  of  any  state- 
ment of  the  concerns  of  the  several  banks,  from  which 
It  can  be  accurately  known  what  amount  has  been  dis- 
counted or  lent  by  the  unincorporated  associations  to 
individuals.  The  committee  appointed  by  order  of  tho 
House  to  make  an  investigation  into  their  situation, 
will  probably  furnish  correct  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  appears,  however,  from  a  statement  of  one  of 
the  banks,  that  they  have  discounted,  on  an  actual 
capital  of  only  $249,050  in  money,  to  tho  amount  of 
$489,000;  and  if  the  discounts  of  the  other  unchar- 
tered banks  bear  a  like  proportion  to  their  capitals,  we 
may  fairly  conclude  that  there  is  an  amount  of  between 
three  and  four  millions  of  dollars  discounted  by  them 
at  the  present  time.  The  effect  upon  the  mercantile 
class,  and  upon  society  in  general,  of  a  suppression  of 
these  institutions,  may  then  easily  be  conceived.  The 
suppression,  whether  immediate,  or  even  at  a  period 
somewhat  remote,  must  compel  those  institutions  im- 
mediately to  commence  a  heavy  and  ruinous  curtail 
of  their  discounts,  perhaps  an  immediate  payment  of 
the  whole  of  the  debts  due  to  them.  These  debts, 
amounting  to  perhaps  four  millions,  form  most  proba- 
bly nearly  one-half  of  the  money  lent  by  all  the  banks 
in  the  District,  chartered  as  well  as  unchartered.  A 
demand  of  payment  of  a  sum  bearing  so  large  a  pro- 
portion to  the  mercantile  capital  of  the  towns  of  George- 
town, Washington,  and  Alexandria,  must  inevitably 
produce  the  most  serious  distress  among  all  the  debtors 
of  the  banks,  and  among  all  the  debtors  ef  those  debt- 
ors, and  thus  extend  throughout  every  ramification  of 
society.  Bankruptcy  and  ruin  to  individuals  here, 
loss  and  embarrassments  to  those  connected  with  them 
in  trade,  or  their  creditors  elsewhere,  and  a  paralysis 
of  the  commerce  and  active  industry  of  this  District, 
mast  be  the  inevitable  consequence ;  and  those  to  whom 
ths  Constitution  has  left  no  other  protection  than  the 
Legislature  of  the  nation,  will  find  themselves  pros- 
trated by  the  hand  to  which  alone  they  can  look  for 
support. 

It  is  not  here  that  the  evil  will  stop.  The  suppres- 
sion of  the  unchartered  banks,  and  the  consequent  an- 
nihilation of  so  much  capital,  or  the  withdrawing  so 
large  an  amount  as  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  active  capital  of  the  country,  must,  of  course,  produce 
a  visible  effect  upon  the  prices  of  the  produce  brought  to 
this  market;  and  whilst  it  thus  indirectly  injures  the 
agriculturist,  will  drive  him  to  seek  in  some  other  more 
distant  and  less  convenient  market,  that  fair  price  for 
the  returns  of  hus  labor,  which  the  distresses  and  lim- 
ited capital  of  this  District  will  prevent  his  receiving 
here.  To  whatever  side  we  turn,  there  seems  to  your 
committee  to  be  mischief  and  ruin  to  individuals,  and 
to  the  District,  in  the  suppression  of  the  unchartered 
banks  of  the  District.  .Nor  will  the  chartered  institu- 
tions be  able  te  afford  relief.  Notwithstanding  the  al- 
legation that  there  is  too  much  capital  in  the  District, 
It  IS  believed  that  the  chartered  banks  have  discounted 
as  far  as  they  think  it  prudent  to  go,  and  are  daily  re- 
fusing the  offer  of  good  paper  for  discount. 
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t|*f  ctiese  reas^  i6,  and  for  others,  (which  they  for 
bea^i^a'jirets  lest '  lis  report,  although  extended  beyond 
theiif  t\w>ectaUonf  should  become  unreasonably  volu- 
iniiij^5  your  c«|amittee  earnestly  recommend  that 
theT2;i»''tered  links  of  the  District  should  not  be 
tu{ij^ii.^'d.  Tht|  trust  it  will  also  be  perceived  that 
a  i&^i  postponement  of  the  period  when  they  shall 
ceaej^jMll  not  aviid  the  evila  which  have  been  con- 
temi^-.i.  I 

3.  Jmui  commiCee  next  proceed  to  state  very  suc- 
cinc-jfc^what  arc  i"ie  public  advantages  that  may  be  de- 
riv«;4;>rom  the  ii).  orporation  of  the  unincorporated 
banl^^f  the  Distjjct  These  will  be  found  in  the  ef- 
feciuM^id  which  \iill  be  afforded  by  those  institutions, 
in  ^i|»."ting  publi"^  worku  connected  with  the  pros- 
per.t^f  the  Distiict,  of  the  greatest  utility  and 

Tl|:T!om 


im- 


Your  committee  ctnnot  forego  the  expression  of  a 
hope,  that  we  shall  not  permit  this  favorable  opportu- 
nity for  effecting  a  great  national  work  to  pass  by  un- 
improved; they,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  incorporate  the 
following  banking  associations  within  the  District  of 
Columbia;  that  is  to  say  :  The  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  of  Georgetown  ;  the  Central  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington and  Georgetown  ;  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolij ; 
the  Patriotic  Bank ;  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria ; 
the  Merchanta'  Bank  of  Alexandria  ;  and  the  Franklin 
Bank  of  Alexandria. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then   again   resolved   itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  regulate 


mittee\ii]l  not  enlarge  upon  the  subject  of    the  tariff  of  duties  on  import 
.^n«..~«>>    :_    1.    -_i .■         ..  i        »f-    ct c  ««         ■ 


i}.^omnmtee  \^ui  noi  enlarge  upon  tne  subject  of 
publiy**iiproveme({t  in  roads  and  navigation,  from  a 
cont Wn  that  evc^  member  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture 4^.iufficientlT\impres.sed  with  their  importance. 
Thejpjfo!!  only  m«Ation  the  public  works  to  which  the 
ban^^.rll  contribnie  an  essential  and  salutary  aid. 

Tl  >-jiavigation' [of  the  Potomac  and  Shenandoah 
met**- j*bich  exteiip  two  hundred  rnilcs  into  the  inte- 
rior,_  «,^»ing  throt^h  a  fertile  and  rapidly  improving 
count^^.  has  long  licen  an  object  of  the  greatest  inter- 
««t5  Oi-t^fecting  no!  only  the  wealth  and  convenience 
of  th«si({J«tes  of  Mairyland  and  Virginia,  and  the  com- 
mere.*^Ji;l  prosper  Ay  of  th.'ir  people,  but  as  intimately 
conm  >i^  With  th)  general  welfare  of  this  District, 
who^cJIiW rests  areionfided  to  the  guardianship  of  the 
Nati'jrCli  Legislati,  .e.  Individual  exertion  has  done 
much  ^i^ards  opcn:ng  that  navigation,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent U'jK^'nt  a  greai  effort  is  making  to  complete  what 
has  «o*j^»ig  been  sjiwiy  in  progress.     Even  now,  ho 


'^"'g  been  slowly  in  progress.  t,ven  now,  how 
ever,  fAtf  aid  is  r.^uired  to  prevent  a  failure  of  this 
impcfft^»«;t  object ;  jrnd  this  aid  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict :a*'^  willing  \ci  afford.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
bank'5,^^«nen  chart^ed,  should  advance  or  loan  to  the 
Potojc,^  and  Sheutndoah  companies,  at  moderate  in- 
teres4,^o  per  ccEfc'.im  of  the  amount  of  their  capitals, 
and  iti|i<!  understlkod  that  the  banks  readily  accede 
to  thiij^ropositioi),  and  to  the  other  conditions  here 
after  n^Jitioned.  "those  other  conditions  relate  to  the 
aid  tv)  <*  afforded  iJv  the  banks  for  the  completion  and 
conntrSL^.on  of  certain  turnpike  roads  terminating  in 
the  P;5».:ct,  and  Ifjding  to  the  upper  and  fertile  part 
of  the  Siuntry.  1  |ese  roads  are  as  follows  : 
The'Spad  from  Gt^orgetown  to  Fredericktown. 
ThaljfjO'"  VVasI^ngton  to  Montgomery  court-house. 
Th(&»ad  from  Qeorgetown  to  Snicker's  Gap,  pass- 
ing tb^igh  Leesbtirg. 

Th»S«jad  from  Slicker's  Gap  to  Winchester. 
Th^^;foad  Icadiifc  from    Alexandria  to  Thornton's 
Gap    >Und,  } 

T{i^»^d  from  ^'^inchesicr  to  Cumberland. 

^nlemplat^;ij  to  appropriate  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
^^  the  banl(4  in  the  District  to  these  roads  ;  and 
*a!*ved  that,.fhen  united  to  individual  subscrip- 
.^,  aid  of  th^  banks  will  be  sufficient  to  effectu- 
vj/>  desirablJ  object*.  Should  these  important 
I  tibtaincd,  ^lere  will  then  be  afforded  an  ad- 
I  jfater  carr4ge  for  the  produce  of  a  very  weal- 
'^J-ic  piliifon  of  il'4  community  to  this  commodious 
naaruf'^ij'hilst,  at  tjie  same  time,  roaJs  will  be  opened, 
conim^k4:ating  bott:  through  Frederick  and  Winchea- 
'''•  '*lfi*^*  K^**'  JiationaJ  road  leading  through  the 
We«t.|^.  States.      : 


•Mr.  S.MiTM,  of  .Maryland,  renewed  the  motion 
{  he  made,  and  afterwards  withdrew,  on  Saturday, 
{  to  mcrease  the  duty  on  lump  bujjar  to  twelve 
cents,  and  on  loaf  to  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 
I  which,  after  some  objections  by  Mr.  Pickering, 
and  reply  by  Mr.  S.mith.  was  decided  in  the  af- 
I  firmative — ayts  56. 

I  Mr.  Southard  proposed  to  increase  the  duty 
on  gunpowder  from  six  to  ten  cents  per  pound, 
which  he  supported  on  the  ground  of  the  ability 
of  existing  manufactories  in  the  United  Slates  to 
supply  the  whole  country,  and  the  expediency  of 
even  prohibiting,  by  high  duties,  the  importation 
of  an  article  which  it  was  so  much  our  true  policy 
to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  at  home. 

After  a  few  words  from  .Mr.  Lowndes  in  reply, 
explanatory  of  the  views  of  the  Committee  in 
fixing  the  duty  at  six  cents,  which  was  deemed 
fully  adequate  to  protect  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture, the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Rdggleb  moved  to  strike  out  tlie  duty 
proposed  by  the  bill,  of  one  cent  per  pound  on 
imported  tallow,  which  he  advocated  in  a  short 
speech. 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Smitb 
opposed  and  Mr.  Stearnb  favored  the  motion,  il 
was  lost  without  a  division.  ' 

Mr.  Ueed  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  cocoa 
from  four  to  two  cents  per  pound  ;  which  amend- 
ment was  also  rejected— ayes  43,  noes  55. 

Mr.  Ruggles  moved  to  include  copper  sheets 
in  the  list  of  copper  articles,  on  which  the  duty 
of  four  cents  per  pound  is  laid  by  the  bill. 

Th's  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover.  Mr. 
MiLNOR,  Mr.  Stearns,  and  Mr.  WEDSTERand 
opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes;  and  ultimately  ne^-a- 
tived,  without  a  division.  ° 

Mr.  RncGLES  th^'n  moved  to  incorporate  in  the 
bill  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  on  copper 
sheets;  which  was  also  negatived, 

Mr.  Smith,  after  some  explanatory  ob>,erva- 
iions,  and  with  the  view  of  encouraging  our  own 
shipping  by  every  means,  moved  to  charge  leas 
imported  in  foreign  ships  from  China  the  higher 
i.uiies  charged  in  the  bill  on  teas  imported  "from 
other  countries  than  China,"  and  thus  to  secure 
the  China  trade  to  the  American  shipping,  as 
,  had  been  the  case  under  the  former  law.— His 
1  motion  obtained. 
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Mr.  HoPKiNSON,  after  obwrviDg  that  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  lead  was  greater  than  that  on  shot, 
and  presuming  it  an  inadvertency  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  to 
raise  the  duly  of  one  cent  on  lead  in  bars,  dec,  to 
two  cents  per  pound  ;  which  was  agreed  to  with- 
out objection. 

Mr.  Ingham  moved  an  amendment,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  change  the  ad  valorem  duty  on 
iron  and  steel  wire  of  twenty-two  per  cent.,  to  a 
specific  duty  of  five  cents  per  pound  on  wire  un- 
der No.  18,  and  of  nine  cents  per  pound  on  that 
of  No.  18. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  Irving,  of  New 
York.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Pickering. 
to  show  the  impropriety  of  the  proposed  change 
of  duty,  and  by  Messrs.  Ingha.m  and  Milnor 
in  support  of  the  amendment,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hall,  on  account  of  the  high  freight  which 
imported  bar  iron  had  to  pay,  and  the  consequent 
impropriety  of  a  high  duly  on  that  article,  moved 
to  reduce  the  duty  from  seventy-five  to  fifty  cents 
per  cwt.  on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts. 

Mr,  CoNDicT  opposed  the  motion  because  of 
the  opposite  fact,  that  bar  iron  generally  paid  no 
freight,  and  was  brought  from  Europe  chiefly  as 
ballast,  and  submitted  some  statements  to  support 
his  views  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hale  replied  ;  after  which  the  motion  was 
negalivtd — ayes  31. 

Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York,  proposed,  for  reasons 
which  he  stated,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  changing 
the  duty  on  clocks  and  parts  of  clocks  from  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  twenty-two 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  to  include  parts  of 
watches  in  the  duty  of  ^even  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  watches  imported  entire;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Irving  also  proposed  to  ckaoge  the  duty 
of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  cotton  laces  to 
twenty-two  per  cent,,  and  include  lace  veils, 
fcbawls,  dLc,  in  the  articles  liable  to  the  duty  of 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent.;  which  was  also  agreed 
to,  ntm.  con. 

Mr.  Ingham  moved  tJ  add  the  following  clause 
to  the  paragraph  which  fixes  the  duties  on  wool- 
len and  cotton  goods:  "on  cotton  yarn  or  thread, 
the  same;  provided,  that  all  unbleached  and  uo- 
colored  cotton  yarn  or  thread,  the  original  cost  of 
which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents  per  pound, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  coat  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  all  bleached  or  colored  yarn,  the 
original  cost  of  which  shall  have  been  less  than 
seveniy-five  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  taken  and 
deemed  to  have  cost  seventy-five  cents  per  pound, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly." 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
in  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs,  Smith,  Clay, 
Milnor,  and  Strong,  and  also  by  Mr,  Wheaton, 
(who  entered  into  a  general  investigation  of  the 
question  of  protection  of  manufactures,  and  his 
rea.«ons  for  favoring  a  decided  and  effectual  pro- 
tection,) and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lowndes  and 
Tucker;  when  the  ameodmeut  was  agreed  to. 


K 


On  motion  of  Mr.  RoBBRTsoif ,  the  words  "  on 
grain"  were  stricken  out  of  the  clause  fixing  the 
duty  on  imported  spirits;  so  as  to  embrace  all 
spirits,  whether  made  of  grain,  molasses,  or  other 
material,  within  the  highest  rate  of  duties  speci- 
fied in  the  bill  on  spirits. 

Mr.  Milnor   moved,  after  some   introductory 
remarks,  to  strike  out  the   proposed  duty  on   tin 
lates,  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  box  of  one 
undred  square  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  substitu- 
ting a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  Lownde3  offered  a  few  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  the  duty  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment;  after  which  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Milnor  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  tin, 
by  changing  the  duty  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
from  boxes  of  one  hundred  to  boxes  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  square  feet ;  which  motion  was 
also  rejected. 

Mr.  Webster  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  offered  and  withdrew  on  Saturday,  to  strike 
out  the  duty  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  imposed 
on  imported  cottons,  and  to  substitute  the  follow- 
ing: "For  two  years  next  ensuing  the  30lh  day 

•  of  June  next,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
'  valorem  ;  for  two  years,  to  commence  at  the 
'  termination  of  the  two  years  last  aforesaid,  a 
'  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem  ;  and 
'  after  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  last  afore- 

•  said,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
changing  the  word  two,  in  the  first  line,  to  three; 
the  word  two,  in  the  second  instance, to  one;  and 
to  conform  the  remainder  of  the  amendment  ac- 
cordingly. We  all  know,  said  Mr.  C,  that  now 
is  the  lime  for  encouragement,  and  that  the  do- 
mestic manufacturer  has  to  struggle  more  at  the 
end  of  a  war.  and  at  that  moment  the  greater  aid 
is  necessary  to  support  him  against  foreign  com- 
petition. If  the  amendment  he  offered  prevailed, 
lour  years  would  still  reduce  ilie  duly  to  the  min- 
imum proposed  by  the  original  motion,  and  would 
give  to  our  own  manufactures  an  adequate  pro- 
lection  at  the  time  of  the  greatest  diflficulty. 

Mr,  Lowndes  assented  to  the  motion.  He  re- 
joiced to  see  gentleman  who  had  manifested  the 
strongest  friendship  for  the  manufacturing  interest 
the  advocates  of  a  proposition  which  would,  in 
prospect,  produce  a  return  of  correct  principles. 
Satisfied  that  twenty-five  and  even  twenty  per 
cent,  was  a  sufficient  protection  to  the  manufac- 
tures in  question,  he  would,  nevertheless,  support 
the  proposed  motion,  though  not  perfectly  correct 
in  his  opinion,  persuaded  that  it  would  eventu- 
ally produce  the  state  of  things  which  he  thought 
most  desirable. 

Mr.  Root  believed  the  propo-sition  now  under 
consideration  was  worse  than  any  other  which 
had  been  offered  on  the  subject.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  graduation,  by  which  the  manufacturing 
establishments  would  be  sustained  for  two  years, 
and  then  left  to  their  fate.  If  twenty  per  cent, 
was  a  sufficient  protection,  as  had  been  slated,  by 
this  amendment  a  bounty  of  ten  per  cent,  would 
be  given  to  the  manufactories  already  established, 
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and  \ti,  f[eci  wou!y  be  a  moDopoly  to  ihem.  He 
was  iufj^Tor  of  en|ouraging  the  erection  of  others, 
whichc^ljuld  not  l^  effected  nnder  the  advantage 
of  the.  powerful  fompetition  which  the  amend- 
ment \ir^ld  give  I'j  the  existing  establishments. 

Mr.  jKijLBERT  "lid  if  the  amendment  was  mo- 
dified ii^  prot>oseJ  by  Mr.  Clay's  motion,  he 
shouliB-^e  in  favot  of  it.  Since  the  amendment 
was  o|%'ed  on  Sjjurday.  he  had  consulted  with 
genilefc^n  acquai;^ted  with  the  subject,  and  had 
beeu  ijpv'^rraed  thjt  the  manufacturers  would  be 
satisfi^:^  with  thf  encouragement  which  the 
amenX.ent  would  afford  to  them;  and  if  the 
mininwhi  was  reiiined,  he  was  decidedly  in  fa- 
vor oUijie  motion^ 

Mr.'vi'EBSTER  Observed  that  he  had  conversed 
with  t|i.>5e  well  ir-^orraed  on  the  subject,  and  had 
underiit^wd  that  tije  manufacturers  would  be  sat- 
isfied hr^h  a  duty;of  30  per  cent,  for  one  year; 
but  hf*^d  propos.-'d  two  years,  for  the  purpose  of 
meetiirw  the  views  of  tho-te  who  advocated  a 
greateif  Jegree  of  »ncouragement. 

Mr.jliLLBERT  sfid  the  individual  consulted  by 
the  g.<^:eman,  th(?ugh  intelligent  and  honorable, 
was  a^ffianufactufer  of  large  capital,  and  could 
better  ^5»nd  under  the  operation  of  the  amend- 
ment ^jin  many  others  whose  means  were  lim- 
ited, aH  who  had'.not  got  well  established. 

Mr.jWARD,  of  Massachusetts,  wished  it  dis- 
tinctly- jjnderstood  that  he  was  in  favor  of  eu- 
couraojijj^  raanufiisctures ;  and  his  object  was  to 
giro  ,if  v.iibstantiaj  and  permanent  support  to 
thein,  ijiJ  not  a  ^>unty  fur  a  short  time,  which 
wouid»'J$-mporartt;J  discourage  foreign  importa- 
tion alj^gelher.  Ij  was  said  by  some  that  foreign 
goods  i^tfi^lu  to  be  V;xcludet),  because  the  country 
was  soj^umpletely'stocked  with  them  now  as  to 
contaii|«fQough  fo<  two  years'  consumption.  He 
asked  |f  this  cour/e  would  not  be  a  bounty  on 
those  '  •      •  ' 


I'' 


ady  imported,  by  allowing  the  holders 
of  tbei-^o  put  on  liO  per  cent?  This  would  be 
promoi-^g  the  inJerest  of  the  merchanf?,  and 
while  Ji^f  desired  tfj  protect  them  against  injury, 
he  wisjriiy  not  to  g.ve  one  part  of  them  a  bounty, 
to  the  fi'clusion  of»the  other;  and  asked  if  con- 
sequeiy'^s  would  ni^t  result  from  the  course  pro- 
poseJ.  kvtiich  were  not  contemplated? 

Mr.  !W(eb3T£R  s^id  the  question  was,  how  far 
the  coijitery  was  bound  to  support  those  institu- 
tions. ;4e  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Gov- 
ernmeti^was  bournj  to  adopt  a  permanent  protec- 
tion, orf.ne  whicli  would  exclude  those  goods 
already  ^^.j  the  country.  From  the  course  pur- 
sued by^he  Govefjnment  for  some  years  back, 
the  cotjnjiiunity  ha|^  a  right  to  expect  relief  from' 
the  dftij|p?er  to  wh/ch  the  sudden  change  of  cir- 
cumsiiiJies  expose^  our  manufactures;  but  Gov- 
ernra?i)iVhad  a  ri^t  to  say  whether  that  relief 
shouli'tf  perraan«nt  or  not,  and  to  reduce  the 
protecilii^  duties  i^'  it  thought  proper.  But  Mr. 
W.  sai(|fie  was  oj^osed  to  a  changing  and  fluc- 
tualingjSolicy,  aii(|  the  object  of  his  motion  was 
to  imptii  a  duty  stjmoderate  as  to  insure  its  per- 
maneuijfand  be  s?^ll  an  adequate  one. 

Mr.  j.^LHOL.\  bt)ped  the  amendment  to  the 
amendtiai  would  ^not  prevail.     He  believed  the 

J?       i 
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mode  proposed  by  the  original  motion  was  cor- 
rect, and  that  the  permanent  duty  of  20  per  cent., 
was  an  ample  protection  ;  he  believed  the  policf 
of  the  country  required  protection  to  our  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  adopted  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  in  forming  his  opinions  oq 
this  subject,  he  would  not  be  influenced  by  the 
statements  of  those  who  had  large  manufactories 
already  established.  He  wished  to  act  on  a 
large  national  scale  ;  not  to  give  a  monopely  to 
those  now  in  existence,  but  to  enable  others  to 
embark  in  the  business  of  manufacturing.  Un- 
der this  amendment  a  man  could  not  get  his 
buildings  erected  in  the  two  years  proposed,  and 
the  time  offered  would  be  of  no  use  to  them  at 
all.  Mr.  P.  supported  Mr.  Clay's  modification, 
and  argued  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  policf 
of  holding  out  encouragement  to  additional  es- 
tablishments. 

Mr.  Webster  repeated  that  his  object  was  to 
protect  the  manufacturers  permanently.  He 
asked  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  even  under  the 
duty  of  20  per  cent.,  the  minimum  of  his  proposi- 
tion, the  India  cottons  would  be  forever  excluded; 
the  India  trade,  he  said,  was  at  an  end.  He  con- 
tended further,  that  manufacturing  establish- 
ments could  now  be  erected  at  less  than  two- 
thirds  the  cost  of  those  which  were  first  com- 
menced in  the  country. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  object  of  protecting  manu- 
factures was,  that  we  might  eventually  get  arti- 
cles of  necessity  made  as  cheap  at  home  as  they 
could  be  imported,  and  thereby  to  produee  an 
independence  of  foreign  countries.  In  three 
years,  he  said,  we  could  judge  of  the  ability  of 
our  establishments  to  furnish  those  articles  as 
cheap  as  they  were  obtained  from  abroad,  and 
could  then  legislate  with  the  lights  of  experience. 
He  believed  that  three  years  would  be  sufficient 
to  place  our  manufacturers  on  this  desir.^ble  foot- 
ing, and  others  would  not  hesitate  to  enter  into 
the  business,  because  they  would  look  to  that 
liberal  and  enlarged  policy  which  they  might 
anticipate  from  the  Government  at  a  future  pe- 
riod. 

Mr.  S.MtTH.  of  Maryland,  did  not  believe  that  30 
per  cent,  was  at  this  lime  an  adequate  duty  on 
cotton  goods,  but  that  it  would  give  an  advantage 
to  the  American  manufacturer  of  50  per  ceut. 
over  the  British  manufacturer  in  cotton  goods. 

Mr.  Ross  believed  that  20  per  cent,  was  an 
encouragement  amply  sufficient ;  and  replied  at 
some  length  to  those  who  maintained  that  the 
Government  was  pledged  to  afford  a  high  protec- 
tion to  manufactures,  and  against  the  rage  for 
fostering  them  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other 
pursuit.  He  desired  the  independence  of  the 
people  as  well  as  national  independence,  and 
wished  not  to  see  one  class  ol  the  community  en- 
slaved by  another;  to  illustrate  which,  he  intro- 
duced the  situation  of  China,  where  the  govern- 
ment was  completely  independent,  and  yet  the 
people  all  slaves.  If  the  extravagant  duties  pro- 
posed were  not  necessary  for  revenue,  he  said,  he 
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coald  see  no  strong  necessity  for  thena.  The 
failure  of  certain  rainuf.icturers  was  no  reason 
for  them,  because  some  individuals  of  all  profes- 
sions were  unfortunate  in  the  best  times,  and  no 
sympathy  was  felt  for  the  merchants  who  failed. 
Adverting  to  a  remark  that  some  manufactories 
were  worked  in  Kentucky  by  slaves,  Mr.  R.  said 
all  manufactories  were  conducted  with  slaves, 
becau.se  the  occupation  bad  a  tendency  to  degrade 
and  deba.se  the  human  mind.  It  was.  he  argued, 
a  vain  attempt  to  carry  manufactures  to  such  ex- 
tent in  this  country,  while  there  were  so  many 
inducements  to  seek  an  independent  support  by 
agriculture,  and  other  beneficial  pursuits.  The 
only  kind  of  manufactures  he  wished  to  see  flour- 
ish, were  those  conducted  in  families  ;  any  other 
would  prove  destructive  to  the  liberties  of  this 
Republic,  by  combinations  effecting  a  revolution 
in  this  House  and  in  the  Grovernment.  There 
was  already  great  necessity  for  a  strong  country 
parly  to  withstand  the  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial parties  here. 

Mr.  Clay'.s   motion   was   negatived — ayes  47, 
noes  61  ;  and    Mr.  Webster's  amendment  was  i 
agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Tdesday,  March  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenni.nqs.  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  accounts  connected  with  the 
superiniendency  of  Indian  affairs  lor  the  Territory 
of  Indiana,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  said 
superiniendency  has  been  disch.irged. 

Mr.  JENNi.Na8,in  proposing  the  above  mot  ion,  ob- 
served that  hewikhed  to  stale  to  the  House,  that  each 
of  the  Governorsof  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  at  least  of  the  Territories  northwest  of  the 
river  Oh  10,  were  I  ike  wise  superintendents  of  Indian 
afiiiirs,  for  and  within  their  respective  Territories. 
That  It  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain  the  mis- 
chief which  might  accrue  by  reason  of  any  ne- 
glect, or  other  malfeasance  in  relation  to  the 
duties  of  such  superintendencies.  That  he  had 
long  been  of  opinion  that  malcunduct  had  taken 

riace  in  the  superiniendency  for  the  Territory  of 
ndiana.  Mr.  J.  said,  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  had  long  since  prohibited  any  superin- 
teiideni  from  being  concerned  in  merchandising  ; 
though  he  had  no  hesitation  in  staling,  thai  the 
late  superintendent  for  the  Territory  of  Indiana 
bad  been  concerned  in  trade  while  acting  as  such, 
and  that  he  had  purchased  goods  for  tlie  use  of 
the  Indians,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  concern  in  which  he  wan  a  partner.  Mr.  J. 
•aid,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  make  any  allusion 
to  the  pre.sent  Governor  of  Indiana — he  alluded 
particularly  to  a  former  Governor,  late  a  Major 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates.  He 
hoped  the  inquiry  would  be  instituted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bryan,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instrucied  lo  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  articles  of  military  clothing  as  may 


be  doe  soldiers  discharged  from  the  Army  of  the 

United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tuckeb.  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  turnpiking  a  road  from  the 
town  of  Winchester,  in  Virginia,  to  Cumberland, 
so  as  to  unite  with  the  sreat  western  turnpike 
road. — Messrs.  Tdcker,  Piper.  Lewis,  Baer.  and 
Lyle,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ••  for  the  relief  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Massachu.setis  Bible  Socieiies," 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "'for  the  relief  of 
John  Holkar,  formerly  Consul  General  of  France 
to  the  United  States,"  was  read  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Lowndes  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  clause  fixing  the  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  cent,  on  woollens:  '•  Excepting  blankets,  and 
'  woollen  rugs,  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
'  paid  until  the  30th  of  June,  1818,  and  after  that 
'  day  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  said  articles." 

Mr.  Lowndes  observed  that  he  believed  the 
manufacture  of  woollens,  and  particularly  of 
blankets,  required  a  decided  present  encourage- 
ment ;  and  after  receiving  that  support,  his  amend- 
ment would  produce  the  reduction  of  the  duties 
to  that  correct  standard  which  only  ought  to  be 
encouraged  and  looked  to. 

Mr.  Ingham  favored  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  for  three  years,  and  a  duly  of  twenty-two 
per  cent,  for  one  year;  but  he  was  willing  lo 
take  the  amendment  with  simply  substituting  the 
year  1819  for  1818,  and  moved  so  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  HoLBERT  hoped  Mr.  Ingham's  amendment 
would  be  accepted  by  the  mover  of  this  proposi- 
tion, and  offered  a  few  reasons  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Lowndes  repeated  some  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  prefer  his  own  proposition. 

Mr.  HuGER  argued  some  time  in  opposition  to 
extravagant  duties,  the  consequence  of  which 
would  be  to  tax  the  community  to  give  a  monop- 
oly to  a  few  large  manufacturers.  He  was  also 
opposed  to  legislating  for  the  next  Congress; 
though  willing  to  lay  an  adequate  protection 
during  the  present  Congress,  lie  desired  to  leave 
the  next  to  act  for  themselves,  and  impose  such 
duties  as  to  them  should  seem  proper. 

Mr.  Ingham  replied,  and  offered  some  addition- 
al reason-  in  favor  of  the  motion  as  he  wished  to 
modify  it.     Mr.  Huger  rejoined. 

Mr,  Lowndes  entered  into  a  more  comprehen- 
sive investigation  of  the  question,  defending  his 
proposition,  and  replying  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Ingha.m's  modification  was  then  agteed 
to — ayes  63;  and  the  question  recurred  on  the 
amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  Root  opposed  it  at  some  length ;  and  like- 
wise the  adoption  of  a  policy  which,  in  his  opin- 
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ion.  «f^uld  encoirrage  the  most  odious  of  all  mo- 

Dopofys. 

O^i^totion  of  Mr-  Stearns,  the  words  •  wool- 
1«»  >»^»"  were  ^dded  to  the  ainendtnent,  being 
acce}r%d  by  Mr.flLowNDEs. 

AMtthe  origi4al  proposition  was  agreed  to  as 
atneii^d.  ; 

.Vt^^ORSYTHijflVrod  the  following  proriso  to 
fcUafl^he  arnerr'ment: 

"  \y<frrided,  Thi^i  ail  woollen  clothM,  or  cloths  of 
whiriryool  is  the  A^atenal  of  chief  value,  the  original 
co«t  ^  which,  at  tae  place  whence  imported,  shall  be 

leas  f^j^,  four  ^hiyjngs  sterhng  per  square  yard,  shall  ,       mr.   ricK-EKi^G   remarKea    mat    DooKs    on    the 
be  si^rt  to  no  h.^her  duty  than  fifteen  per  cent,  ad    dead  and   other  languages,   were   not  altogether 

"  \A\.i^  "      J    L  ^^^^  Europe,  as  they  were  now  printed  in  differ- 

Mr*$MiTu  opjrosed  the  motion,  and  submitted  I  ent  parts  of  the  country 

soro(.t^^ternents;.o  show  that  Us  adoption  would        Mr.    Gro8venor    agreed,    in    part,    with    Mr 

Tl  v^o^  ^,n'"i;r°r  '^  ^'^  'IT^^-  .  Robertson  ;  but  those  who  read  books  ,n  othj; 

ThivTnoiiun  m|,  also  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes    languages  were  able  to  pay  for  them  ;  thai  there 

d    II*.    Hllbh4t.    and    was    simnnrfoH    Ktr  Mr      _.-      __    r        .  i     *    .'  •'    ""»^'"cre 


March,  1816. 

io  the  English  language  was  obviously  necessary 
because  they  could  be  reprinted  in  our  own  coun- 
try ;  but  that  the  same  reason  did  not  operate  on 
books  in  other  languages,  as  we  had  to  depend 
almost  wholly  for  them  on  Europe,  and  their 
importation  ought  not  to  be  restricted,  as  we  were 
not  yet  in  the  habit  of  republishing  them. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  in  reply,  that  one  reason  for 
the  duty  in  the  bill,  was  that  the  duty  of  twenty 
per  cent,  was  supposed  by  the  committee  suflB- 
cient  to  enable  the  reprinting  to  advantai»e  of 
books  of  any  language  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Pickering  remarked   that    books    on    the 


and  |lV  Hllbh^t.  and  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Hi:^4i^  Mr.  Ciu-HBERT  al«o  said  a  few  words 
°"  ):^'J«^ubject.  advocating  moderation  in  a  duly 
whicLwould  falljwith  peculiar  force  on  the  poor. 
Th«  ijiestion  wa^  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
nega[j»e,  withou(a  division. 

Mr^V'ARD,  ofiMassachusetts.  offered  the  fol- 
lowjijpproviio  ti^the  clause  respecting  the  duty 
on  (  L>%)n  goods  i|o ported  from  India.  4,c. : 

"  ^'iXi^'^'i  furl/ir.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  so  ^istrued  as  ij>  subject  any  goods  of  the  dewrip- 
tion  1^  mentioned,  which  may  be  imported  directly 
from  b  .nd  the  Cii)e  of  Good  Hope,  which  shall  ar- 
rive m^be  Lnitcd-  Sutes  before  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary n|,j|,  to  any  ojicr  or  higher  duty  than  would  be 
imj^iA^upon  then*,  should  they  amvc  in  the  United 
ytalto-s^jfore  the  3(4h  day  of  June  next." 

Mr., Ward  supported  his  motion  by  a  variety 
of  aii^^oentj,  anil  at  considerable  length;  and 
was  r.|^lied  to  lV  Mr.  Hui.bert,  who  was  an- 
swet^i^by  Mr.  ^Vard.  Mr.  Smitu  indirectly 
arguui* against  tjie  motion,  believing  that  the 
amen.JJ^ieat  woulj  cover  but  a  very  small  num- 
ber o^ivoyages,  ^.c.  Mr.  Clay  likewise  spoke 
againtfihe  amendment,  and  against  legislating 
on  evly  voyage- which  might  be  thought  to 
suffer  Jiirdship  from  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Jnd  also  r|  reply  to  Mr.  Ward's  argu- 
ments*'  Mr.  Mas  )n  spoke  some  time  in  opposi- 
tioij  tojhe  moliot*  and  Mr.  Ward  again  in  favor 
of  :t.  ^Ir.  PicKtjiiNG  made  a  few  remarks  in 
laro'  (^  relieving;the  merchants  oow  engaged  in 
the  ir^iF,  and  in  lAinger  of  ruin  by  the  bril.°  Mr. 
SHEPrtjrf  supportf-^  the  amendment;  arguing  that 
the  d^fl  on  Indu  imports  was  from  113  t^  150 
per  c^,<i-  on  the  .cost,  and  that  a  system  which 
requirj.^  such  enofmous  protection  was  unnatu- 
ral an^-*ippressive^n  the  great  body  of  the  com- 
mumtiJ-  Mr.  Pickering  explained,  and  Mr.  Ma- 
son T<»Jiijned  ;  wbfn.  after  a  very  long  discussion. 
■liit.'I^Wtirely  oi'  a  rouiraercial  character,  the 
quesiiKi  -was  takeij  on  the  amendment,  and  lost- 
ayes  %\  ,  J 

Mr. -tt^)BERT^^o^  moved  to  amend  the  clause  of 
the  bwi^i^xing  the  ^uty  on  bookf,  so  as  to  confine 
the  (l^  10  book^  printed  in  the  English  lan- 
g"*g<*?fbserving:  that  the  heavy  duty  on  books 


was  no  reason  for  the  discrimination,  and  that 
he  would  prefer  striking  out  the  duty  altogether, 
as  jn  his  view  it  would  answer  no  valuable  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Inoham  argued,  that  as  printing  establish- 
ments were  extrt-tnely  costly,  those  who  embark 
in  the  publishing  of  books  ought  to  be  encour- 
aged ;  that  they  would  be  thereby  able  to  circu- 
late many  more  hooks  in  the  community,  and 
that  he  looked  on  them  as  among  the  most  valu- 
able establishments  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  replied,  and  contended  that  if 
the  duty  was  not  necessary  for  revenue,  it  was 
not  so  for  protection. 

Mr.  Robertson  varied  bis  motion  so  as  to 
embrace  the  whole  duty  on  printed  books  He 
agreed  with  Mr.  Grosvenor  in  his  views,  and 
wished  not  to  retard  the  improvement  of  the 
country,  because  it  might  diminish  in  a  little  the 
profits  of  some  of  the  mechanical  employments. 
The  motion  was  carried — ayes  48,  noes  45. 
Mr.  S.MiTH  then  made  a  motion  he  had  prom- 
ised some  days  ago,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
take  off  the  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent, 
on  Russia  and  Holland  duck,  and  to  lay  a  specific 
duty  of  $2  50  per  piece  on  the  former,  and  $3 
per  piece  on  the  latter;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to  nevi.  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Betts,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  adding  g-o^tf  Uaf  to  the  articles  on  which  a 
duty  of  filteen  per  cent,  is  laid. 

Mr.  McKee  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
three  cents  from  the  duty  on  lead  ground  in  oil, 
with  the  view  of  inserting  a  larger  sum  ;  which 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Mr.  Clay,  who  stated  that  the  article  was 
already  manufactured,  and  of  a  better  quality 
than  the  imported  article,  amply  suflScient  for 
the  consumption  of  the  country!  and  that  the 
great  possessions  of  the  Government  in  lead 
mines  was  an  additional  reason  for  laying  a  high 
duty  on  the  imported  article. 

After  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  by  Messrs. 

Lowndes,  Smith,  and  Irving,  to  show  that  the 

present  sum   would    be   a   sufficient   protection, 

the  motion  was  negatived — 49  to  43. 

Mr.  Cliy  then  moved  that  the  duty  be  in- 
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creased  from  three  to  four  cents  per  pound  on  red 
or  white  lead  ground  in  oil;  which  motion  was 
carried — ayes  48.  noes  43. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  bill  was  5o 
amended  as  to  extend  the  duty  on  teas  to  those 
which  may  be  imported  from  any  other  place 
than  China,  east  of  the  Cape  of  GaoJ  Hope. 

The  Committee  then  ro>e.  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  March  27. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  "  further  extending  the  time  for  issu- 
ing and  locating  military  land  warrants."  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  of  this  House,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  RoBERTfeON.  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred   the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  20th  of  ' 
January    last,    recommending    (he  ratification  of  j 
certain   donations  of  land  made  by  the  friendly  ! 
Creek  Indians  to  General  Andrew  Jackson,  Col- 
onel Benjamin  Hawkins,  and  others,  made  a  re- 
port thereon  ;  which  was  read  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the    whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Yancey  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington 
Bridge  Company;  whicli  was  read;  when  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President 
and  Directorsofthe  Washington  BridgeCompany  ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  after  some  introductory  observa- 
tions, in  support  of  his  otject,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolred,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Female  Orphan  Asylum  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  to  ve.st  in  them  the  fee  sim- 
ple title  to  four  of  the  public  lots  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, to  promote  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  said 
institution. 

The  question  on  proceeding  to  consider  the 
resolution,  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  44. 

DAY  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Bassett.  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  subject,  made  a  report  on  the  prob- 
able business  which  the  two  Houses  have  to  act 
on  during  the  present  session,  and  recommending 
that  the  President  of  tlie  Sei;ate  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  be  authorized  to 
close  the  session  on  the day  of  April  next. 

Mr.  Hardi.n  moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  up 
with  Monday,  the  22d  of  April. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  Saturday,  the  20ih,  being 
opposed  to  legislating  on  the  Sabbath,  except  in 
case  of  great  emergency,  and  one  day  would 
make  but  littL*  difference. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  if  gentlemen 
were  serious  in  their  motions,  and  declared  it  as 
bis  opinion  that  the  necessary  business  could  not 


'  be  completed  sooner  than  the  22d  of  May.     If  we 

hurry  off.  -aid  he.  and  leave  the  public  business 
unfinished,  the  alteration  we  have  made  in  the 
'  mode  of  our  compensation,  will  prove  a  very  bad 
one,  (tr. 

Mr.  Milnor  offered  some  reasons  to  show  the 
impro()riety  of  fixing  on  the  day  at  present,  and 
moved  tliat  liie  report  lie  on  the  table;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  ri  port  lit-*  on  the  table  accordingly. 

SEIZURE  BY  A  COLLECTOR. 
Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
GelstOQ  and  Peter  A.  Schenck;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hal- 
lowell. 

Mr.  L.  aUo  communicated  the  following  doc- 
ument : 

Triaslht  Dkpartmbnt.  Feb.  19,  1816. 

Si  a  :  It  is  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  Committ««  of 
Ways  and  .Means  a  request  for  an  appropriation  to  pay 
the  amount  of  judgment  recovered  by  CJould  Hoyt 
against  David  Cielston,  the  collector,  and  Peter  A. 
Schenck,  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  New  York,  under 
the  following  circumstances: 

Information  having  been  received  in  July,  1810,  from 
the  French  Minister,  as  well  as  from  various  official 
sources,  that  a  ship  called  the  "American  Eagle"  was 
arming  and  equipping  as  a  vessel  of  war  in  the  port  of 
iS'ew  York,  for  the  use  of  Petion,  one  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  the  collector  and  surveyor 
of  the  port  were  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasur)-,  acting  with  the  authority  of  the  President, 
to  seize  the  ship  for  adjudication,  under  the  act  of  the 
6th  of  June,  1794.  The  seizure  was  accordingly  made, 
but,  upon  trial,  (after  a  delay  of  more  than  two  ye.j-8,) 
a  degree  of  restitution  was  pronounced.  Mr.  Hoyt, 
the  alleged  owner  of  the  ship,  then  instituted  an  action 
against  .Messrs.  tielston  and  Schenck,  to  recover  dam- 
ages, and  has,  in  fact,  obtained  a  verdict  for  $107,36J) 
43,  upon  which  judgment  has  been  rendered  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

'I'he  case  involving  a  construction  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress u{)on  questions  highly  interesting  to  the  United 
States  in  their  relation  to  foreign  Powers,  the  attorney 
for  the  district  of  New  York  was  instructed  to  aid  la 
the  defence  of  the  suit,  an<l  to  take  the  p.-oper  measures 
to  obtain  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  should  the  decision  of  the  State  court 
render  it  necessary.  .Accordingly,  the  case  has  been 
removed  by  writ  of  error  into  the  highest  court  of  law 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a  view  to  its  being 
brought  finally  before  the  Supreme  Court.  It  has, 
however,  been  represented  by  the  counsel  of  the  de- 
fendants that  the  expense  of  prosecuting  the  writ  of 
error  will  be  great,  and  that  the  probability  of  reversing 
the  judgment  is  slight.  It  becomes  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  provide  for  the  event  of  a  final  judgment  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff. 

In  explanation  of  the  facts  thus  generally  stated,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  documents  : 

1.  A  copy  of  the  report  made  by  this  Department 
to  the  Senate  on  the  13th  February,  1815,  in  which 
the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  seizure  of  the  ship 
"American  Eagle"  tire  particularly  slated. 

2.  A  transcnpt  from  the  record  in  the  case  of  Hoyt 
t'».  Gelston  and  Schenck. 
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4.  Ji  letter  froii,  Albert  Gallitin,  Esq., 
reUifyj'of  the  Treasury  at  the  time  of  the 
"AmvJican  Eagle"  explanatory  of  the  facts  and  prin- 
cipU>'V<'  which  lljii  seizure  was  directed. 

Fri^t.  the  wholiJ  it  will  satisfactorily  appear — 

Tija*.  the   instrictions    for   seizing    the  "American 

Eagv'  were  founiled  upon  official  information  of  an 

iUkiil'Ii'sign  in  her  equipment,  u|)on  a  sense  of  public 

dmjrfj^nd  upon  a><i»ir  and  reasonable  construction  of 

Tbu  the  seizuri*  was  made  by  the  collector  andsur- 
▼eyo^jii  the  cou'se  of  their  official  duty,  under  the 
officivfuistructiorv^  of  the  Treasury  Department  : 

^4%  ''^*'  ""  iniv"tnnity  is  due  from  the  Government 
to  th«|f<tllector  anif  surveyor,  by  providing  for  the  pay- 
meab.'^the  damagifs  which  have  been  awarded  against 
therrU;  ; 

If,  i^erefore,  th'  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
conci^fcjin  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  respectfully  ask 
thetrt  5'^ccnon  to  insert  in  the  general  bill  of  annual 
appT'^itations  («|iich  is  now  preparing)  an  item 
"  tWwi^harging  tivejudgment  obtained  in  the  Supreme 
Cc«ifjfMf  l^e  SUce  of  New  York,  by  Gould  Hoyt 
*S3Jfp4  David  Grjston  and  Peter  A.  Schenck,  in  an 
actiOii'^Af  trespas.*  for  scuing  the  ship  "American 
Eaglfrt  under  instructions  from  the  Treasury  Deparl- 
meyiv^  sum  not  rfceeding  .$1 12,000." 

I  Jj^4**  the  honti-  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
mo»I«<«dieat  servj^nt, 

I  ^?^  A.  J.  DALLAS, 

ijct!!^  W.  LowsJ.Ks, 

j  lifi!hairman  i'ommittee  Wai/t  and  Meant. 

UjJpOST  Qf'FICE  DEPARTMENT. 
^*sJ^GHAM,  if.ym  the  committee  appointed  on 
the;<^t  January,  at  the  request  of  the  Postmas- 
ter C^eral,  to  mirestigate  the  conduct  of  the  Post 
06|ciy^eparimfit.  made  a  detailed  report  of  said 
in 'tiigljaiion,  ac'-ompanied  by  the  evidence  sub- 
ran*tf?»io  the  cojumiuee  by  the  various  witnesses 
whcjri. eared  tt^-fore  ii.  The  report  and  docu- 
metif^*  were  cuntmitied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
VV^-jii,  and  ordfred  to  be  printed. — The  report  is 
as  fiv^fcws  :  -^ 

Th/-  t^nmittee  splinted  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
ti<f  VJcneral  Pos'  Office  Department,  make  report: 
'i^fkU  they  have  used  their  utmost  endeavors  to  aa- 
ccrluiy  <(very  fact  luat  appeared  to  be  material  to  ii  full 
un4<^|fanding  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  that 
Dejy.'^fi|8ent.  .^sahc  inquiry  originated  in  a  request 
of  lt(tJ^'ostmaster"'ijeneral,  the  committee,  in  the  Erst 
plac«i  .frddres&ed  .o  him  a  letter,  requesting  to  be 
inforwifrM  of  the  regions  of  his  application  to  Congress, 
and  HK,  that  he  <juld  give  them  such  information  as 
*PP^iw^  ^^  ^  ca.culated  to  facilitate  the  investiga- 
tion.^J^he  PostniMter  General  suted,  in  his  answer, 
that  ^  application  was  induced  by  a  rumor  that  some 
pers((|^r  personi!  of  the  Department  had  sold  drafts 
for  i.^f^iey  due  to  ^he  General  Post  Office  for  prcmi- 
ums,J^ich  had  b«?^n  converted  to  their  private  use. 

Tl^i^'omraillee,  therefore,  proceeded  to  inquire  into 
the  t^^h  of  the  rumor,  Ly  the  examination  of  every 
peraoji^ho  seemcfl  likely  to  have  any  knowledge  of 
the  i«.^  ;  but,  in  the  examination  of  some  of  the  clerks 
iu  tl^fni^eneral  Pv|«t  Office,  var.ous  suggestions  were 
^***V  f  impropei  transactions  in  the  Departmeut, 
othe;;j55an  those  ",o  whith   their  attention  had  been 


drawn  by  the  Poatmaster  General.     Tb«  investigation 

has  therefore  ajtsumed  a  very  extensive  scope,  and  has 
consequently  occupied  more  time  than  could  have  been 
anticipated,  at  its  commencement.  This  delay  has 
also  been  increased  by  circumstances  arising  out  of  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry.  As  no  person  appeared  to  make 
any  specific  charges,  the  committee  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  abandon  their  undertaking,  or  listen  to 
rumors  and  the  hearsays  of  some  of  the  witnesses  to 
prove  the  facta.  They  made  choice  of  the  latter  course, 
and  have  examined  every  person  who  was  either  sug- 
gested to  them,  or  appeared  as  likely  to  possess  any 
information  on  the  subjects  of  their  inquiry. 

The  charges  arising  out  of  the  suggestions  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  which,  from  the  various  communications 
they  made  to  the  committee,  it  appeared  to  be  the  de- 
sire of  some  of  them  most  especially  to  Mtabluh,  are 
aa  follows : 

1.  That  certain  persons  in  the  General  Post  Office, 
and  particularly  Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  Aesistant  Post- 
master General,  had  sold  post  office  drafts  and  checks, 
and  applied  the  premium  to  his  private  use. 

2.  That  an  erasure  had  been  made  in  the  cash-book 
of  the  General  Post  Office,  and  an  erroneous  entry 
found  thereon. 

3.  That  private  accounts  were  improperly  kept  with 
individuals  on  the  books  of  the  post  office. 

4.  That  Phineas  Bradley  had  been  concerned  in  a 
contract  for  carrying  the  mail,  that  was  improperly 
obtained. 

5.  That  P.  Bradley  had  received  corrupting  presents 
from  mail  contractors. 

6.  That  P.  Bradley  and  Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  had 
made  use  of  pxjst  office  money,  in  purchasing  depred- 
ated bank  notes,  for  which  they  received  a  preminm, 
and  applied  it  to  their  private  use. 

7.  That  bank  notes  which  were  better  than  the  paper 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  a  Treasury  note,  bad 
been  returned  to  postmasters,  by  order  of  .\braham 
Bradley,  jr. 

8.  That  the  Washington  and  Union  Bank  and  cer- 
Uin  individuals  had  profiled  by  the  sale  of  post  office 
draft*. 

9.  That  a  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  from  Wash- 
ingU)n  to  Fredericksburg  had  been  superseded  by  order 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  before  it  expired,  and  about 
double  the  amount  given  for  the  same  service. 

An  examination  of  the  subjoined  testimony  and  doc- 
umeiiU  will  enable  the  House  to  determine  how  far 
the  charges,  or  either  of  them,  have  been  sustained. 
The  committee  have,  however,  no  hesitation  in  expresa- 
ing  their  opinion  on  them  severally. 

1.  With  respect  to  the  first  charge,  in  relation  to 
Abraifam  Bradley,  jr.,  there  is  no  evidence  whatever 
to  induce  a  suspicion  that  he  has  sold  post  office  drafts 
or  checks  for  a  premium  ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  any 
other  person  in  the  General  Post  Office  has  sold  post 
office  draft*  or  checks  for  a  premium,  other  than  drafts 
obtained  for  their  own  salaries,  except  in  the  case  of 
H.  H.  Edwarda,  who  bought  a  post  office  draft  on  Bos- 
ton, for  District  of  Columbia  paper,  and  disposed  of  it 
by  an  agent  in  .New  York,  (as  "  he  presumes,")  for  a 
premium. 

The  committee  have  not  relied  upon  negative  testi- 
mony to  disprove  this  charge,  but  have  attentively  ex- 
amined the  books  of  the  Union  Bunk  containing  the 
accounU  with  the  General  Post  Office,  as  well  as  the 
private  accounts  of  Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  and  Phincaa 
Bradley,  with  that  bank,  and  have  satisfactorily  aacer- 
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tained  that  uo  credits  have  been  given  to  them,  or  any 
other  person  in  the  General  Post  Office,  for  premium 
en  drafts  or  checks  ;  they  have  also  ascertained,  that 
the  premiums  for  post  office  drafts  and  checks  sold  by 
the  bank,  have  been  entered  in  the  profit  and  loss 
account  thereof.  It  therefore  conclusively  follows,  that 
these  premiums  have  accrued  to  the  bank,  and  to  none 
other. 

2.  It  appears  that  a  draft  in  favor  of  Elisba  Kiggs  is 
charged  in  the  cash  book  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
as  sold  to  the  Union  Bank,  the  words  I'nion  Bank 
being  apparently  written  on  an  erasure.  But  from  an 
examination  of  the  books  of  the  Union  Bank,  the  com- 
mittee ascertained,  that  the  General  Post  Office  had 
credit  for  this  draft  thereon,  and  therefore,  the  draft 
having  been  actually  sold  to,  and  negotiated  by  the 
Union  Bank  and  not  Elisha  Riggs,  they  do  not  per- 
ceive any  impropriety  in  the  entry,  and  still  less  have 
they  been  able  to  discover  any  improper  purpose  to  be 
effected  by  the  alterations  on  the  cash  book. 

3.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  practice  of  the  Assist- 
ant Postmaster  General,  A.  Bradley,  jr.,  to  open  an 
account  with  certain  individuals,  partly  of  a  public  and 
partly  of  a  private  nature  ;  there  were  cases  in  which 
members  of  Congress  have,  by  means  of  the  agency  of 
Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  transferred  funds  from  one  part  of 
the  United  Stales  to  another  part,  or  have  received 
money  for  some  of  their  constitucnU,  who  were  con- 
tractors for  carrying  the  mail,  by  which  their  names 
became  entered  on  the  l>ooks ;  no  advantages  accrued 
to  any  person  by  the  transaction  other  than  that  of  the 
accommodation  in  transferring  on  inconsiderable  fund 
from  one  place  to  another.  It  may  be  observed  that 
the  post  office  offered  peculiar  facilities  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  has  frequently  been  resorted  to  by  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  others  for  this  purpose,  but  their 
names  do  not  appear  in  an  open  account  on  the  books, 
except  when  the  drafts  exchanged  did  not  exactly  bal- 
lancc  at  the  time  of  exchange. 

The  only  account  of  this  nature  which  is  ascertained 
to  remain  open  on  the  books  was  made  in  December, 
1800,  where  there  is  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  General 
Post  Office  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  due 
from  (Jeueral  H.  Lee,  of  Virginia. 

4.  It  appears  that  Phineas  Bradley,  a  clerk  in  the 
General  I'ost  Office,  has  been  concerned  in  carrying 
the  mail,  and  that  he  owned  somewhat  more  than  one 
eighteenth  of  a  line  oJ  stagCb-  which  carried  the  mail 
from  Baltimore  to  Georgetown  and  Alexandria  for 
$2,800  a  year.  Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  as  to  the  strict  propriety  of  the  mode  in 
which  a  compromise  was  effipcted  in'this  case  between  ' 
rival  contractors,  it  is  but  proper  to  add,  that  Mr. 
Bradley  had  no  legal  agency  in  influencing  the  deci- 
sion upon  the  contract,  nor  could  he  have  had  any 
other  agency  in  it.  unless  a  corrupt  disposition  is  pre- 
sumed on  the  part  of  the  then  Postmaster  General, 
who  was  consulted  before  the  contract  took  effect  as 
to  the  propriety  of  his  being  concerned  in  it ;  but  there 
18  no  circumstance  in  the  case  to  authorize  such  a  pre- 
sumption. 

5.  There  is  no  evidence  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  can  justify  the  imputations  m  this  charge. 

6.  It  appears  tliat  bank  notes  to  a  small  amount 
have  been  sold  by  Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  and  P.  Brad- 
ley, previous  to  the  general  depreciation  of  bank  paper, 
for  which  they  received  a  premium.  The  evidence 
does  not  prove  that  they  made  use  of  public  money  for 
this  purpose  ;  but  so  far  a^  a  fact  of  this  kind  could  be 
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ascerUmed  from  circumsUncce,  it  proves  the  transac- 
tion to  have  been  a  private  one. 

7.  It  appears  that  a  Treasury  note  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  bank  notes  to  a  small  amount,  which  were 
supposed  to  be  better  than  the  money  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  have  been  returned  to  postmasters  •  this 
transaction,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  bank  notes  returned 
is  in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  his  deputies.  The  only  reason  alleged  for  re- 
turning the  Treasury  note  is,  that  it  might  have  been 
purchased  at  a  discount  by  the  postmaster  who  remit- 
ted It. 

8.  The  committee   have   ascertained   that  drafts  to 
the  amount  of  $121,348  40  have  been  disposed  of  to 
the  Union  Bank  ;  and  to  the  amount  of  $4  000  to  the 
Washington   Bank,  and  to  the  amount  of  $15,348  26 
to  individuals  who  were  not  public  creditors  since  the 
1st  of  October,  1814,  the  commencement  of  the  general 
depreciation  of  bank  paper.     Those  drafU  appear  to 
have  been  exchanged  at  par,  and,  except  in  a  few  cases, 
for  the  paper  of  the  District  of  Columbia.     It   is  evi- 
dent, from  the  rate  of  exchange  during  this  period  be- 
tween the  District  of  Columbia  and  most  of  the  places 
upon  which  these  drafts  were  drawn,  that  the  purcha- 
sers must  have  derived  an  advantage  other  than  that 
of  a  mere  transfer  of  their  funds.     It  has  not  been  in 
the    power    of  the   committee  to    ascertain  the  value 
of  these  drafts  in  the  paper  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,  having  no   means  of  determining,  at   the   several 
dates,  the   respective  rates  of  exchange  ;  nor  did  this 
appear  to  them  very  material,  as  the  amount  of  profit 
which  accrued  to  the  purchasers  could  have  but  little 
influence  upon  the  principle  which   must   determine 
the  propriety  of  the  measure.  With  respect  to  the  banks, 
it  is  sUted  that  a  small  proportion  of  these  drafts  were 
sold  for  premiums,  some  having  been  exchanged  for 
specie,  and  others  used  for  the  payment  of  debts  due 
to  other  banks. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  of  any  importance  (if  the  drafts 
were   essentially  more  valuable  than   the   District  of 
Columbia  paper)  whether  they  were  employed  in  the 
payment  of  debts,  sold  for  specie,  or  for  bank  notes  of 
this  District  with  a  premium  for  the  difference  of  value  ; 
the  principle  is  the  same  in  either  case,  and  whatever 
may  be  the  amount  of  advantage  to  the  individuals  or  the 
banks  in  this  transaction,  resulting  from  the  difference  of 
exchange,  the  same  will  be  the  amount  of  disadvantage 
to  the  Government.     It  does  not  however  appear  that 
any  change  has  taken  place  in  the  practice  of  the  Gen- 
I  eral  Post  Office  Department,  in  this  respect,  for  a  series 
j  of  years;  and  as  the  operation  complained  of  is  evi- 
dently the  effect  of  an  existing  arrangement  under  a 
change  of  the  circumstances  of  the  circulating  medium  , 
!  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that   the  practice  has    arisen 
j  out  of  a  design  to  promote  private  interests,  or  to  pre- 
I  judice  the  interests  of  the  Government.     The  commit- 
!  tee  are  however  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  advan- 
I  tage  arising  from  the  difference  of  exchange  as  to  all 
the  moneys  that  are  due  to  the  Treasury  ought  to  ac- 
I  crue  exclusively  to  the  Government ;  but  as  the  Post- 
I  master  General   has    expressed  a  willingness  to  pay 
over  these  balances  in  any  way  that  may  best  accom- 
modate the  Treasury  Depart.iient,  the  evil  admits  of  a 
very  simple  remedy. 

9.  The  farts  dialed  in  this  charge  are  admitted  to  be 
correct,  and  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General  con- 
tains a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  reasons  for  alter- 
ing the  terms  of  the  contract  in  question  ;  whether  loo     » 
much  was  eventually  given  for  the  service,  under  the 


f 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1284 


1286 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Tke  Tarif. 


March,  1816. 


1286 


cfa»».  Vfl  required  by  the  Postmaster  General,  is  a  sub- 
ject »<j|>t  m  the  ptfwer  of  the  committee  to  decide  ;  nor  J 
weti^'tbey  be  jiiitified  in  presuming  anj  misconduct 
in  niji^ansaction  that  appears  to  have  been  so  fairly 
ooBiijIcted. 

1W.  committee'  subjoin  to  this  report  the  substance 
of  a^t  the  testim<|ny  which  appeared  to  them  iu  any 
de^Me  material  tS  the  inquiry,  also  sundry  communi- 
c»tie^  made  in  v*riting,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
fowfq*  resolution,  riz ; 

Heafiked,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inveati- 
g«tr^e  conduct'of  the  General  Post  Office  Depart- 
Dienpbe  dischaiijcd  from  the  further  consideration 
of  tbs  subject  referred  to  them. 

^^corapanyapg  this  report  is  an  abstract  of 
tbtr  ;'.vidence  given  before  the  coraraitiee,  and 
snqijftwritten  statements  made  ia  answer  to  its 
qu^r^^.s.  These  documents,  beio?  voluminous, 
arei  chitted.] 

.  %  ;  THE  TARIFF. 

TT-  House  '.hen  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
CcMoutee  of  t(ie  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
th»v-<Mties  on  in^ports. 

^1.  Lyon,  af|er  some  remarks  to  show  the  op- ' 
prfi^reness  of  the  proposed  duty  oif  salt  on  the 
pet:^«!  of  his  paj-t  of  the  country,  and  the  general 
irai,('icy  and  ojiousness  of  a  heavy  tax  on  that 
artirj|j:\  moved  jo  strike  out  the  duty  of  twenty 
ce^ji^P^r  bushel  on  salt. 

M^  LowNDiv.  without  following  the  gentle- 
maoya  the  di-i'ussion  of  the  general  question, 
ho^j  the  Hoiise  would  not  now  reverse  its 
fop^fjr  decisiori  on  this  subject,  and  reject  the 
duH'l  I 

aj'-i  motion  »was  then  negatived  by  a  large 
roi||r>ty.  I 

'-^r.  InghaX[#  moved,  for  reasons  which  he 
ofV'itJ.  that  tli;  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound  on 
inip^rted  gunppwder,  be  raised  to  eight  cents; 
wk»*i  was  assented  to  by  Mr.  Lowudes,  and 
agWjJ  to  by  tlj*  House. 

JV^.  Ward,  t^f  Massachusetts,  after  remarking 
ocl  l|e  difficult*  of  discriminating  between  Lon- 
don particular  nnd  market  wines,  and  the  ease  of 
ciicjag  the  dif  erence  of  duty,  moved  to  abolish 
th^  ?,scriminal!on.  and  make  the  duty  on  each 
ni*)<^y  cents  pe--  gallon. 

1  •SF'.  Smith  gave  a  particular  statement  of  the 
dijft^ent  wines  of  Madeira,  their  qualities,  Ac; 
deiijjring  his  Relief  that  the  duty  proposed  on 
wwfc  was  so  High  as  to  endanger  the  revenue 
thir^from,  and 'showing,  by  various  illustrations, 
thlliyi  raoderafi^  duty  was  more  productive  to  the  ' 
Cr»»\^rnraeni,  by  preventing  smuggling. 

^.  MiLNon^  argued  in  favor  of  the  discrimi- 
ahi^g  duly.  a«d  adduced  some  facts  in  suooort 

th^h'-of.         :  *^^   ' 

i*|.  Waro  replied,  that  his  objection  was  not 
to  t^  eipedieiicy  of  discriminating,  but  its  im- 
prc4Mcability.'»»x.;  after  which 

Sy   S.MITH  o<)>erved,  in  addition,  that  the  high 
d4i'^»  might  operate  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
br«  -^^g  of  win^  at  home,  because  thirty  gallons 
otr^v'id  cider,  thirty  of  sherry,  ten  of  Malaga,  and  i 
teji^rf  good  NEadeira,  would  make  wine  which  i 
Wjj^.l  pass  anywhere  for  Madeira;  and,  as  we  i 


were  greatly  encouraging  some  manufactures,  he 
said,  ironically,  gentlemen  might  thick  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  encourage  this. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to — ayes  65, 

Mr.  RoBERTSo.N,  after  observing  that  claret 
was  not  a  luxury  alone  in  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but.  from  the  nature  of  the  climate,  an  abso- 
lute necessary  to  the  health  of  the  people  m  that 
section  of  the  Union  which  he  represented,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  duty  on  certain  kinds  of  wine 
named  in  the  bill,  with  the  view  of  establishin<' 
a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks, 
said  he  wished  to  retain  the  highest  duty  on 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  wines,  for  political  rea- 
sons; in  those  countries, our  flour  being  subjected 
to  a  duty  of  two  dollars  per  barrel,  and  he  wished 
to  induce  our  citizens  to  go  elsewhere  lu  search 
of  foreign  wines,  4c.c. 

Mr.  Habdin  spoke  against  the  motion,  and  in 
favor  of  high  duties  on  luxuries,  such  as  he  con- 
sidered claret  wine,  particularly  at  a  time  when 
we  were  taxing  the  indispensable  articles  oflife; 
and  remarked,  incidentally,  that  if  the  Louisian- 
lans  could  trot  obtain  wine,  they  could  obtain  an 
abundant  supply  of  whiskey  from  Kentucky  in 
lieu  of  it. 

Mr.  R0BERT8ON  repeated  that  claret,  lu  the 
part  of  the  country  referred  to,  was  not  only 
necessary  to  the  health,  but  to  the  morals,  of  the 
people.  They  were  a  sober  people,  he  said,  and 
It  was  to  save  them  from  the  whiskey  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that  he  wished  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  claret.  The  liquid  fire  of 
alcohol  would,  in  so  warm  a  climate,  be  poison 
to  them,  and  its  use  be  more  pernicious  than 
arsenic. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
because  of  ihe  cheapness  of  the  article  at  the 
places  whence  it  was  imported  ;  but  he  was  sorry 
his  friend  from  Louisiana  had  declared  war 
afi^ainst  the  whi5key  of  the  West;  and  regretted, 
if  such  was  the  fact,  that  the  taste  of  the  people 
of  Louisiana  was  so  bad  as  to  prefer  bad  claret 
to  good  whiskey. 

Mr.  Smith  then— Mr.  Robertso.x  having  with- 
drawn his  motion  for  that  purpose — moved  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  claret  wine  in  casks,  from 
twenty-five  to  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  ;  which 
was  negatived — ayes  44. 

Mr.  JBcRN3iDE  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on 
imported  iron  in  bars,  &c.,  from  seventy-five  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred 
weight,  which  he  advocated  by  a  speech  of  some 
length. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hals, 
Pickering,  Smith. of  Mary  land,  Lowndes.Qhos- 
VENOR.  Hardin.  Clthbert,  and  Irving,  and  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Condict;  the 
last  named  gentleman  concluding  bv  moving  to 
raise  the  duty  to  one  hundred  and  fiity  cents'per 
hundred  weight. 

After  a  very  extended  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion, in  which  it  was  argued  on  one  side  that  our 
iron  factories  required  additional  encouragement 
and  protection;  and,  on   the  other,  that  it  was 
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already  a  profitable  parsuit,  bjr  which  large  for- 
tunes were  made;  that  if  it  could  not  now  do 

without  so  high  a  protection,  it  would  always 
require  it;  that  the  duty  in  the  bill  was  three 
times  the  former  duty,  under  which  iroa  factories 
were  established  to  great  advantage — 

The  amendment  was  rejected — five  or  six  only 
rising  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr  Sthono  then  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
imported  iron,  from  seventy-five  to  fifty  cents  per 
hundred  weight. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  R033,  who 
wished  that  the  amba.s>adors  from  the  cotton 
factories  had  at  once  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  the 
House  might  have  swallowed,  and  have  left  the 
other  manufactories  to  themselves,  and  not  be 
burdening  the  people  in  every  possible  way,  under 
the  plea  of  prutection.  The  motion  was  advo- 
cated also  by  Mr.  Webster,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  of  the  great  navigation  the  iron  importa- 
tions employed  to  the  Baltic. 

It  being  suggested  that  this  motion  had  been 
already  decided  a  ft-w  days  ago,  Mr.  Strong 
varied  it,  by  moving  to  reduce  the  duty  to  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  cents  per  hundred  weight,  which 
was  negatived — ayes  45. 

Mr.  Webster  then  moved  to  reduce  the  duty 
to  forty-five  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

This   motion  was  opposed    by  Mr.  Burnside 
and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Webster  and  Hale^ 
and  carried — ayes  62,  noes  43. 

Mr.  Betts  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of  five 
cents  per  bushel  on  coal,  with  the  view  of  insert- 
ing the  article  in  the  second  section,  among  those 
which  are  to  be  admitted  free  of  duty  ;  in  support 
of  which  a  memorial  from  the  Common  Council 
of  New  York  was  read. 

The  motion  was  opposed  with  much  earnest- 
ness by  Mr.  Pleasants,  who  adduced  various 
arguments  in  support  of  the  duty,  and  of  encour- 
aging the  home  production  of  the  article. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 
Mr.  Plea8ANT.s  then  moved  to  add  one  cent 
more  to  the  duty  on  the  imported  coal,  and  make 
it  SIX  instead  of  five  cents  per  bushel. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Irving,  at 
some  length,  as  one  which  would  fall  wiih  pecu- 
liar and  unequal  severity  on  the  poorer  classes  of 
citizens  in  the  Atlantic  town? ;  as  a  partial  and 
unjust  tax,  «i,c.;  and  he  argued  against  the  im- 
policy of  legislating  m  this  sectional  and  special 
manner. 

Mr,  Clay  also  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, saying  that  he  supposed  it  was  a  substitute 
for  a  motion  which  Mr.  Pleasants  had  previ- 
ously made  and  withdrawn,  (to  make  the  im- 
ported bushel  an  even  and  not  a  heaped  one,)  and 
as  he  could  not  bhave  the  bushel  down  to  a  level, 
he  wished  to  put  a  cent  on  the  top  of  it.  Mr.  c! 
asked  his  friend  from  Virginia,  coming  as  he  did 
from  the  South,  used  to  cheerful  coal  fires,  to 
recollect  the  iliivering  condition  of  those  of  the 
North,  «tc.,  who  had  to  import  their  coal. 

Mr.  Pleasanth  said  he  did  not  expect,  by  his 
motion,  to  excite  so  much  seriousness  on  the  one 


hand,  or  so  much  pleasantry  on  the  other,  and 
then  proceeded  to  defend  the  propriety  of  his 
motion,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Irving;  after  which,  the 
amendment  was  negatived — ayes  46.  noes  63. 

Mr.  Condict  then  moved  to  reduce  the  duty 
to  three  cents  per  bushel;  which  was  negatived 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Irving  moved  the  following  clause  to  the 
first  section  : 

"  That  in  all  cases  where  an  ad  valorem  duty  shall 
be  charged,  it  shall  be  calculated  on  the  net  coat  of 
the  article,  (exclusive  of  packages,  commiMtons,  and 
all  chargea,)  and  on  the  usual  addition,  estabJished  by 
law,  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  all  merchandise  imported 
from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of 
ten  j)«r  cent  on  articles  imported  from  all  other 
places." 

This  amendment,  after  a  short  discussion,  was 
adopted,  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  which  enumerates  the  articles 
to  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  F0R8YTH  moved  to  strike  out  "  burr  stones 
unwroughi."  with  the  view  of  subjecting  them 
to  a  duty,  on  the  ground  that  Georgia  could  sup- 
ply all  the  wants  of  the  country  in  this  article  of 
the  best  quality,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  encour- 
aged, dec. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Gros- 
VENOR  and  Milnor.  and  supported  by  .Messrs. 
Forsyth  and  Wilde,  and  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  March  28. 

Mr.  Chipman.  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  27ih  December  last,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Peaslee,  Nathan  B.  Has- 
well.  and  Russell  Jones  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  '"An  act  in  addition 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  late  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment," with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  supple- 
mental report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  appli- 
cations to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pension- 
ers ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  a  resolution  fixing  the  fu- 
ture hour  of  meeting  during  the  session,  at  ten 
instead  of  eleven  o'clock. 

The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hulbebt, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Hardi.n,  and  adopted  by  a 
considerable  majority. 

THE   TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  Mtddleton  moved  so  to  amend   the  sec- 
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onlli^ectioD  as  fo  admit  maps,  charts,  and  draw- 
free  of  dujy  ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
ti5  sugpesii(«i  of  Mr.  Stearns,  and  assented 
to  b«Mr.  LowciDES.  chemical  apparatus  was  also 
in^lkJed  in  the!  free  articles,  when  imported  for 
io»(m£)orated  sojieties. 

AS-  Reed,  afier  some  introductory  observations, 
moL'd  tostrikt^out  ''olive  oil  in  casks"  from  the 
f  re-eta  nicies,  fen    the  purpose  of  subjecting  it  to 
*•     It  was  Lis  opinion  that  spermaceti  oil  was 
J  substitu^,  and  that  its  manufacture  ought 
l^  encourag(jd. 


dut 
to 


f 

^er   some  (^ppoiiiion   from  Messrs.  Strong 
dcHcLBERT— i  ■ 


andv^IcLBERT— jihe  motion  was  lost. 

C#j.Tsiderable  Jconversation  then  took  place  on 
ilie  ^-(bject  of  a  Jproposed  duty  on  the  importation 
of  rVt'igo  unmanufactured  wool;  but  no  decision 
tookj^jjlace  on  ilje  subject,  the  motion  respecting 
It  b«|Mg  waived '/or  the  present. 

•■^ll  Wilde  laoved  some  amendments  in  the 
pbiiif?ology  of 'the  second  section,  which  were 
agrtSii  to. 

O^  motion  oP  Mr.  Atherton,  gold  and  silver 
coirfcwere  addtjd  to  bullion  in  the  list  of  free 
ajO'les,  ^ 

'  0?  taking  u^  the  3d  section,  which  imposes 
l^Aftr  cent,  onall  articles  imported  after  the  30th 
JupK  next,  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  Unit'  d 

10  per  cent,  be  substi- 
.,  he  said,  had  been  the 
commencement  of  the 
G(jiJ|^nment  to^his  time;  and  he  further  wished 
toii^pose  as  i*joderate  a  duty  as  we  could,  bc- 
ca^iof  ihe^nuwber  of  our  citizens  residing  in 
th^  ^anse 
to^sjLe  trade  wi>h  us, 

|»K  PiTKi.N  sttpporied  the  motion,  also,  in  a  few 
re'fl^ks;  and  tjie  amendment  was  then  agreed 
tol  "iliout  ubjt^iion. 

rw  Smith  mpved  to  reduce  the  amount  to  be 
dejiCeied  from:  the  duties  on  articles  exported, 
w*i'*»ihe  benefii'of  drawback,  from  5  per  cent.,  as 
pr«'usfd  by  ihtjbill,  Vj  2^  per  cent. 


St«^, 

As.  Smith  mpved  that 
tijie*  for  12^.    'That  rate, 
unjl'rm  duly  fiom   the   c 


ise   Towijns,  &c.,  and   carrying  on  an   ex- 


wXi 
mij 


Vjk  this  motii#n  a  short  discussion  ensued,  after 


l.|n, 


large 


n,  ttie  anirndmeiit  was  adopted  by 

-,  S.MiTH  moved  further  to  amend  this  sec- 
tioT)]t!)y  reducijjg  the  proposed  deduction  on  spir- 
itiF-t^i)orted  w((-«i  the  benefit  of  drawback. 

JTSe  motion  yas  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lowndes 
at*i|^McKERiNGjand  negatived. 

y'\\'  LowNDEi"  moved  the  following  proviso  to 
tbi^-r'iumeratioi  of  the  articles  entitled  to  draw- 
bsVg  I 

'•  yruvided,  hikcevtr.  That  piece  goods  imported  in 
shfp^or  vessels  c  the  United  States  from  India,  which 
sh  jlf  bave  gaUeU,  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  and 
sbji.i  arrive  bctv^.en  the  30th  of  June  181C,  and  the 
^^i^Wi)^  June  181^7,  may  be  re-exported  vsith  the  bene- 
fitc(^Jrawback.-»nd  without  any  deduction  from  the 
an»o^^nt  of  dutie*  secured  or  paid,  at  any  time  within 
twel  ;:  months  is»m  the  time  of  importation." 

TSe  proviso»was  offered  without  the  periods 
^tfttf^  above,  bjt  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  and 
tlilCjipendmeDt. finally  adopted  in  the  form  stated. 


f 


Mr.  Irting  moved  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section  to  the  bill: 

"  That  after  the  29th  of  June  next,  in  all  cases  of  entry 
of  merchandise  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  the  time  of 
twenty  days  shall  be  allowed  from  the  date  of  the  en- 
try, for  giving  the  exportation  bonds  for  the  aame : 
Provided,  That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other  par- 
ticalar,  comply  with  the  regulations  and  formalities 
heretofore  established  for  entries  of  exportation  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  without  opposi- 
tion as  the  5th  section  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  a  clause  was  add- 
ed to  the  bill  empowering  the  President  to  pur- 
chase as  well  as  erect  houses  for  the  use  of  the 
customs. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Atuerton  a  section  was 
added  to  make  more  positive  and  unequivocal  the 
repeal  of  former  acts  respecting  discriminating 
duties,  interfering  with  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  proposed  to  take  from  the  Presi- 
dent the  application  of  the  fund  called  '•  ware- 
house money,"  and  vest  it  in  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  Congress. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  mnjority. 

Mr.  Cady  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section  providing  a  fund  from  drawbacks,  »tc.,  for 
the  erection  of  custom-houses. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Ingham  moved  a  long  amendment,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  reduce  the  number  of  grades 
of  ad  valorem  duty,  and  transfer  the  articles  fall- 
ing under  the  rale  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  other 
classes — which  w:is  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham  the  duty  on  unman- 
ufactured wool  was  fixed  at  7|  cents  ad  valorem — 
ayes  63. 

Mr.  Robertson,  after  some  explanatory  obser- 
vations, in  which  he  adverted  to  the  decision  of 
the  committee  on  this  sutiject  a  day  or  two  ago 
moved  to  strike  out  the  exception  in  favor  of 
books  imported  for  the  use  ot  incorporated  socie- 
ties, &c.,  so  as  to  make  the  icnporiaiion  of  books 
entirely  free;  a  duty  on  which,  he  argued,  was 
unnecessary  for  the  purpose  of  encouragement  to 
the  American  publisher,  <fcc.,  and  would  create 
only  a  greater  competition  amongst  the  printers 
here. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ingham 
and  Lyon,  the  latter  of  whom  maintained  that 
theencourageineot  was  necessary  for  the  busines.s 
here;  that  very  lew  hooks  were  published  in  the 
United  Stales  in  the  foreign  languages;  that  our 
printing  was  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  England  ; 
that  until  very  lately  we  had  not  republished  any 
of  the  standard  work.s,  dec,  and  that  a  duly  on 
loreign  imported  books  was  necessary  to  improve 
tiie  busine.ss  of  book-making  in  this  country. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  moved  a  new  .section,  to 
limit  the  operation  of  the  act  to  the  term  of  four 
year^. 

This  motion  was  oppo.sed  by  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Hulbert,  on  the  ground  of  the  injurious 
effect   on    commerce   as    well    as   manulactures 
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which  the  constant  apprehension  of  change  would 
produce,  and  it  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  who 
said  if  the  act  passed  without  limitation  it  would 
be  still  liable  to  repeal  at  any  time  by  a  majority 
of  Congress,  and  present  protection  he  had  under- 
stood was  all  that  the  manufacturers  wanted,  &c. 
After  which  the  amendment  was  rejected,  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  and  amendments,  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  laying 
a  direct  tax. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUon  moved  that  the  assessors 
should  be  compelled  to  attend  two  full  days  in 
each  county  in  their  several  districts,  instead  of 
one  day  ;  which  motion  was  negatived  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  proviso  which  makes  the  seller  of  a  slave, 
afier  the  purchaser  has  entered  such  slave  as  his 
property,  responsible  for  the  tax  as  well  as  the 
purchaser;   which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

After  some  ineffectual  attempts  to  amend  the 
bill,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  compel  the  asses- 
sors to  attend  at  each  court-house  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  as  well  when  the  counties  ex- 
ceed six,  as  when  they  do  not ;  which  was  agreed 
to  without  objection. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended.  The  House  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments, and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  obtained 
leave  to  sit  to  morrow  during  the  session  of  the 
House;  and  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  29. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  the  petition  of  the  man- 
agers of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  praying  that 
the  properly  of  said  hospital  may  be  exempted 
from  the  payment  of  the  direct  tax  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported,  with  amendments,  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  authorizing  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  •r  destroyed  by  the  en- 
emy, while  in  the  public  service  ;  which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  .supplementary  to  the  act  for  defining 
the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois. The  bill  received  a  verbal  amendment  in 
committee,  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered lo  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
to  lease  out  the  United  Slates  saline  on  the  Wa- 
bash river;  which  was  reported  lo  the  House 
with  some  unimportant  amendments,  and  the  bill, 
as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  and  John 
Tyler,  of  New  Hampshire.  The  Committee  rose 
reported  progress,  was  refused  leave  to  sit  again- 
and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table.  * 

The  remaining  orders  of  the  day  were  sus- 
pended, on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson  of  Virginia; 
and  Mr.  N.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  official  conduct  of  Matthias  B.  Tallmadge, 
one  of  the  District  Judges  of  the  State  of  New  York,' 
and  to  report  their  opinion  whether  the  said  Matthias 
B.  Tallmadge  has  so  acted  in  his  judicial  capacity  as 
to  require  the  interposition  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  this  House;  and  that  the  said  committee  be 
authorized  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  record. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  objection, 
and  a  com  mi  itee  of  seven  appointed  accordingly.— 
Messrs.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Grosvenor,  Betts 
Goldsborough,   Yancey,    Wilkin,   and    Law,' 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell; 
the  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm  ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Keeler  and  John  Francis; 
the  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Moses  Lewis  ;  the  bill  to 
remit  certain  duties  on  books  imported  for  Har- 
vard College;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Kidd  ;  and  the  bill  allowing  100,000  dollars  to  the 
captors  of  certain  Algerine  vessels,  severally 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
(with  the  exception  of  the  last  named,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  lor  the  present  on  the  table,)  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  also  pass- 
ed through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
reported  to  the  House  with  an  immaterial  amend- 
ment, which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  the  following  as  a  new 
section  to  the  bill:  "That,  from  and  after  this 
'  day,  the  sum  of  money  due  the  State  of  Geor- 
'  gia,  under  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession, 
'  shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
'  until  paid." 

This  motion  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Robert- 
son, who  could  see  no  reason  or  justice  in  the 
amendment;  and  supported  by  Mr.  Hall,  who 
said  if  the  United  States  chose  to  grant  gratuitous 
indulgence  to  their  debtors,  it  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  delay  the  payment  of  their  debts 
without  giving  interest,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  in  the  following  words:  '-That  the  in- 
'  terest  due,  and  which  shall  become  due,  from 
'  the  persons  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act, 
'  shall  be  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  addition 
'  to  the  sum  due  by  the  articles  of  cession  and 
'  agreement  for  ihe  purchase  of  the  Mississippi 
•  Territory." 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Robertson,  and  negatived;  and 
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ihcj4[v^e  bill  wa»  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
thir^vrading. 

:?^         REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

'F^  bill  remit!»ing  the  duties  to  Harvard  Col- 
lege^tas,  on  m^tion  of  Mr.  Clay,  amended  in 
iheV'cmmittee  rf  the  Whole,  by  including  in  the 
bill  r#e  remissicfti  of  duties  on  the  carriage  of 


jraU^^ihe  orders  of  the  day.     On  calling  the  re 
?ori'  k«  the  Cotrtmiiiee  on  the  Standing  Rules 


GoifJ^OT  Gore,  I'f  Upper  Caijada,  who  landed  at 
Neri  York  in  I-'IS,  and  passed  through  part  of 
the  .felted  Stale*  to  his  Government. 

Irt^^sinq aired  Sy  Mr.  Forsyth,  who  conceived 
tbey^ission  of  >he  duty  an  act  of  courtesy  only, 
wii^Vne  practice  of  the  British  Grovernraent  was 
la  ss^  cases:  that  if  the  courtesy  wa.c  not  usaai 
wijiStpm  Goveroment.  he  should  be  unwilling 
tc^^«»id  it  in  the  present  instance. 

Urif^i  replied' by  Mr.  Clay  that,  though  his 
mot^ff  was  fouDjed  in  strict  justice,  it  not  being 
wiili^i^  the  contemplation  of  the  law  to  exact 
duiiS^n  a  carris^ge  which  was  not  to  be  used  in 
the  5.a5otry,  the  courtesy  was  usual  in  England, 
and  <ii|»  the  continent  of  Europe. 

N!5^,»iioPKiN3os  stated  a  fact,  also,  in  which 
the  ii<^,iei  accrui^ig  in  Great  Britain  on  certain 
painu^js  intendf  Jfor  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital 
wcrf  ymitted.  o;>  the  ground  that  they  were  for 
lhe»Qeral  encoi^ragement  of  the  arts,  and  for  a 
pub^^Qstiiution^' 

T^ipamendmeut  was  agreed  to  in  committee, 
andvijjcurred  in  unanimously  by  the  House. 

THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTION. 

Speaker  proceeded    to   announce,   sev- 
e:    ■    "  ■ 
poi 

and    Orders  of  {\\e  House,  which  was  under  dis- 
cusntisome  we-iks  ago, 

Mll55TANFORa  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itseir^to  a  Convmittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said 
OTde^\ 

Mf  .Bassett  jnoved  that  the  order  be  indefi- 
nitHk^)OstpoDed" 

Mj1|Stanford  said,  so  far  as  it  was  the  object 
of  tbi^House  to  jjet  clear  of  the  discussion  of  the 
previyos  questioii,  it  might  be  well  enough  to 
poslijfne  indefir»itely  ;  but  the  motion  itself  he 
cons]j^-red  as  opening  the  whole  discussion.  He 
considered  the  piile  unconstitutional,  and  oppres- 
sive ^.on  a  minority  of  this  House  ;  that  it  always 
calle^up  the  worst  feelings  in  the  House,  and  he 
thoujjit  the  preti-nta  propitious  time  to  get  clear 
of  i(W  But,  he  was  as  anxious  as  any  other  gen- 
llema  :  to  bring  the  session  to  a  close,  and  would 
therij^ve  conten'  himself  with  asking  the  ayes 
and  S***'  upon  the  question  ;  which  were  ordered. 

MSj^Jackson  expressed  his  wish  that  the  gen- 
tlefntffi  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bassett)  would  with- 
drain^his  motion. 

MfijTocKER  united  in  that  request;  not  from 
an-iiii/jsposition  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject f^  the  rule  relating  to  the  previous  question, 
wkJc)^^^t  was  ihe;object  of  the  mover  of  the  order 
of  i)iK  day  to  brifig  under  consideration.  He  had 
alvs;#J«  believed  ,ilie  rule  an  essential  rule,  how- 
ever Cautious  the'House  should  be  in  the  exercise 
of  \^  But  he  wfts  aversp  to  this  mode  of  acting 


on  the  question,  preferring  to  meet  it  directly 
and  if  the  motion  for  postponement  was  persisted 
in  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Bassett  replied  that  he  could  not  with- 
draw the  motion.  Gentlemen  must  perceive  that 
it  was  now  too  late  to  take  up  the  subject  and  go 
into  a  long  debate — that  subjects  of  a  more  press- 
ing nature  called  for  the  attention  of  the  House 
in  order  to  bring  the  session  to  a  close  ;  and  if  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  fMr.  Stanford) 
wished  to  go  into  a  disco^sion.  ne  had  it  in  his 
power,  by  a  resolution  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Stanford  said  that  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
B.,)  and  the  House,  knew  there  were  other  preri- 
ous  questions  besides  the  main  one.  If  he  made 
the  motion  the  gentleman  spoke  of,  then  followed 
the  question  of  consideration,  and  the  House  had 
it  in  their  power  to  evade  the  discussion  at  will. 
The  other  gentleman,  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tuck- 
er,) declares  that  he  thinks  the  rule  a  necessary 
and  proper  one,  and  ought,  at  times,  to  be  resorted 
to.  If,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  rule  be  a  proper  one — say 
a  Constitutional  one — then  it  was  fair  to  use  it 
upon  one  subject,  as  well  as  another,  upon  all  sub- 
jects before  the  House  ;  then  we  might  be  made  a 
dumb  Legislature  complete;  or  we  might  be  car- 
ried through  a  whole  session  in  that  way.  He 
would  forbear,  however,  as  the  ayes  and  noes 
were  called,  and  it  would  be  seen  who  were  for, 
and  who  against  the  tyranny  of  this  rule. 

On  taking  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  discovered 
that  a  quorum  had  not  voted — the  ayes  being  56, 
the  noes  3-1. 

Mr.  Stanford  and  Mr.  Bassett  then  success- 
ively withdrew  their  motions. 

SALARY  OF  NEW  YORK  DISTRICT  JUDGE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  allow  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  District  Judge  of  the 
Southern  District  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
performing  the  judicial  duties  in  both  districts  in 
the  State. 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  some  discussion,  not  on 
the  propriety  of  allowing  the  compensation  pro- 
posed, but  on  the  expediency  of  adopting  some 
course  by  which  the  Judge  of  the  Northern  dis- 
trict (Judge  Tallmadge)  should  be  compelled 
either  to  perform  his  official  duties,  or  to  resign  ; 
and  not  be  permitted  to  hold  a  sinecure  office. 

.Mr.  Clay  thought  it  would  be  better  to  meet 
the  question  fairly  at  once,  by  inquiring  into  the 
conduct  of  the  offending  Judge,  than  to  get  round 
it  by  allowing  extra  compensation  to  the  Judge 
who  performs  the  duty  of  both. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  that  the  inquiry  had  not  de- 
volved on  the  Judiciary  Committee,  nor  had  they 
conceived  it  their  duty  to  enter  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  Judge  of  the  Northern 
district;  but  they  had  incidentally  become  ac- 
quainted with  his  improper  conduct ;  and  Mr.  N. 
said  he  believed  he  ought  to  be  turned  out  of 
office.  That  consideration,  however,  ought  not 
to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  this  bill, 
because  a  former  law  had  enjoined  on  the  Southern 
Judge  (Van  Ness)  to  perform  those  extra  duties, 
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if  necessary,  and   be  ought   to  be  compensated 
therefor. 

Mr.  Stanford  had  some  doubt  as  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  voting  a  temporary  increase  of 
salary  to  a  Judge.  He  doubted  whether,  if  the 
compensation  was  allowed,  it  could  with  pro- 
priety afterwards  be  reduced  ;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  into  the  inquiry  of  a  general  in- 
crease of  salary  to  the  Judges,  he  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise. 

.Mr.  Betts  remarked  that  Judge  Tallmadge 
was  incapacitated  by  bodily  infirmity  from  per- 
forming his  official  duties,  and  that  he  had  not 
received  the  salary  for  some  time.  &c.;  to  which 
it  was  replied  by  Nlr.  Grosvenor  and  others  that 
that  fact  was  immaterial,  as  the  Judge  had  a 
claim  to  the  salary  and  could  at  any  time  demand 
and  receive  it. 

The  necessity  of  an  inquiry  into  the  neglect  of 
Judge  Tallmadge,  was  also  urged  by  Mr.  Gros- 
venor and  .Mr.  Hopkinson. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  ayes  53,  noes  51. 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  bill  was  laid 
00  the  table. 

INDIANA  AND  .MISSISSIPPI. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
o(  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and 
Slate  government  and  be  admitted  in  the  Uoion 
on  the  footing  of  the  original  States. 

The  bill  received  a  variety  of  aa»endment$  in 
its  details,  and  having  been  gone  through. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to 
form  a  Constitution  and  State  government,  and 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States. 

After  adopting  various  amendments  and  reject- 
ing others,  the  discussion  of  which  consumed 
coo:>iJerable  time,  the  bill  was  got  through. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  two  bills 
with  their  amendments  to  the  House. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  first  were 
successively  agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as>  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  Mississippi 
bill  were  al.^o  agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of 
one  adopted  by  the  Committee,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  reserving  to  the  Congress  the 
power  of  hereafter  altering  the  boundary  of  the 
new  State.  This  amendment  was  widely  dis- 
cussed, and  finally  disagreed  to ;  after  which,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  for 
a  third  reading;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satcrday,  March  30. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  .\avy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  ISIG;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways,  and  .Means 
upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  L.  also  reported  a  bill  continuing  the  sala- 


ries of  certain  oflScers  of  Government ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  L.  also  reported  a  bill  to  fix  the  commis- 
sions of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  and  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
■•  an  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  ;"  which  was  read 
twice  and  also  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Ingua.m,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  establish 
post  roads ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  an  omission  has  taken  place  in  en- 
grossing the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  '■  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the 
Post  Office  Establishment,"'  and  to  request  the 
House  to  return  the  said  bill  and  amendments  to 
the  Senate,  with  a  view  that  the  said  omission 
may  be  supplied. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  discharged  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  and  amendments  aforesaid, 
and  that  the  Clerk  carry  the  same  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  making  an  artificial  road  from 
Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  through  Charles- 
town,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  the  Sandusky  river, 
at  or  near  Fort  Stephenson.  Messrs.  Jackson, 
Ross,  Lewis.  Lyle.  and  Pickering,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON,  after  some  introductory  oh- \ 
servaiions,  in  which  he  animadverted  on  the  in- 
convenience and  expense  of  the  present  mode  of 
doing  business,  by  which  all  bills,  dec,  which  are 
not  finally  consummated  at  one  session,  are  com- 
menced at  a  following  session  de  novo;  also  the 
additional  expense  to  the  parties  whoare  brought 
here  session  after  session  on  the  same  business, 
the  repeated  trouble  to  the  House.  &,c.,  (Stc,  for 
the  purpose  of  remedying  these  evils,  he  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  upon  the  Rulea  and 
Regulations  of  the  House  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  makang,  in  conjunction  with 
the  fc<enate,  the  following  alterations  in  the  mode  of 
transacting  the  public  business  of  Congress,  to  wit; 
That  the  standing  committees  appointed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  any  Congress  shall  not  be  dissolved  at 
the  end  of  the  session  at  which  they  were  appointed ; 
that,  on  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  the  unfinished 
business,  to  wit,  bills,  resolutions,  and  reports  of  com- 
mittees shall  remain  over  to  the  next  session  of  the 
same  Congress,  in  the  same  situation  as  they  were  at 
the  time  of  adjournment. 

The  resolution  for  the  present  was,  with  the 
consent  of  the  mover,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  anpro- 

f nation  for  preserving  Little  Gull  Island,  in  Long 
sland  Sound,  near  New  London,  from  the  ea- 
croachments  of  the  sea. 
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Tl^  bill  fromjthe  Senate  '*  to  authorize  the  Le- 
giskaMre  of  the  ^tate  of  Ohio  to  sell  certain  part 
of  n  ijract   of  lajod    reserved   for  the  use  of  that 

was  readiwice  and  referred  to  the  Cora- 

on  the  Pitblic  Lands. 


le  United   States, 
and   collecting   the 


T\w  bill  fromiihe  Senate  "'  establishing  a  port 
of  cidTvery  at  thl>  town  of  Bayou  St.  John"  was 
readlnwice  and'"  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Co;tj.iflerce  and  Manufactures. 

T,'!*  bill  fronii  the  Senate  *•  to  authorize  the 
PrelA^t'nt  of  the-  United  States  to  alter  the  road 
cui'T^tm  the  foo*  of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Mia- 
mi,.«f^  Lake  Erin-,  to  the  western  line  of  the  Con- 
necjiitut  re-erve,.'  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  ^  T'ommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Ruirossed  bill,«  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit  : 
4if  act  supple'nentary  to  the  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditii/iHl  revenuc'i  for  defraying  the  ex[)ense;j  of 
Goi^t^nment  an^  maintaining  the  public  credit 
by  Wfing  a  diriict  tax  upon  the 
anii'iroviding  tV)r  assessi 
sati^ij  I 

i|r*act  for  th<.  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of 
puL<:}^  lands  in  t^e  Mississippi  Territory  ; 
i^act  authoMzing  the  Pre.-«ident  of  the  Uni 

ease  tue  saline  near  the  Wabash  river, 
germ  not  exceeding  seven  year*;; 
Ai||act  for  the^^elief  of  Edward  Hallowell ; 
ilniact  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
actt.  {"gulaling   :',Dd  defining   the    duties    of  the 
jud^'A  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vest- 
ing i^lhe  couri|  of  the  Territory  ot   Indiana  a 
in  chancery  cases  arising  in  the  said 
)ry ;  [ 

cl  for  theVelief  of  Henry  Malcolm; 
act  directing    the    discharge    of    Edward 
and  JohnlFrancis  from  imprisonment  ; 
cl  directing  the  discharge  of  Moses  Lewis 


AiZ'act 
Stattn  to 
for  aSern 


ited 


juris 
Terr 

A 

A 
Kev 

A 
fro»nirmpri?onm/nt; 

A^aci  for  tl^  relief  of  Robert 


Kidd 


Wi  re  severally  read  the  third  time  and  pasted  j  cables  which  had  been  sent  to  him ;  directs  the  light 

by  (O"  House.     ;  [  to  be  gent  back  to  the   ship   with  the  plank  and  spa 

iii§engrossed'bill  for  the  remission  of  certain  i  ''^'ceived,  and  at  the  same  time   sends  a  peremptoi 


engrossed'bill  for  the  remission  of  certain 

on  the  im,>ortation  of  books  for  the  use  of 

ird  Collegv,  was  read   the  third  time  and 

lered.  Th,;t  the  bill  be  "An  act  for  the  re- 
>n  of  certa'tn  duties   on  the  importation  of 

for  the  us)  of  Harvard  College,  and  on  the 
f;e  and  pergonal  baggage  of  his  Excellency 
"^ore,  Govijrnor   of  the  British  province  of 

Canada.*'. 


of  January,  1812,  and  stipulated  the  time  of  receiTing 
the  cargo  on  board  in  the  United  States,  and  the  time 
of  its  delivery  at  Algiers,  the  amount  of  freight,  where 
and  how  it  .should  be  paid,  and  all  the  terras  of  the 
vnyage,  in  the  most  precise  and  form&I  manner,  bind- 
ing the  memorialists,  with  their  ship,  her  freight  and 
appurtenances,  to  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of 
the  same,  under  the  penal  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars, lawful  monej  of  the  United  States. 

After  the  public  cargo,  however,  was  taken  on 
board,  room  was  found  in  the  cabin  and  other  parts  of 
the  ship  to  admit  a  further  shipment  of  coflce  and 
spices,  and  the  privilege  of  such  an  adventure  was  ac- 
corded to  the  owners,  on  their  private  account,  in  con- 
sideration of  their  agreeing  to  receive  in  the  United 
States  the  portion  of  their  freight  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  otherwi:ie  bound  to  pay  them  at  Algiers, 
which  was   accordingly  accepted  and  agreed  to. 

Thus  chartered  and  loaded,  the  Allegany  sailed  on 
her  destined  voyage,  but  was  «oon  arrested  by  the  em- 
bargo which  preceded  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
could  not  proceed  until  a  special  act  was  passed  by 
Congress  to  permit  the  departure  of  vessels  in  the  pub- 
lic service.  When  released,  she  proceeded  and  arrived 
at  Algiers  in  good  time,  and,  in  all  respects,  conform- 
ably to  contract.  The  cargo  was  consigned  to  Colonel 
T.  Lear,  the  Consul  General  of  the  United  States 
near  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers. 

He  states,  in  his  communication  to  the  Ciovernment 
on  this  subject,  that  the  Dey  and  his  officers  at  first 
appeared  well  pleased  with  the  arrival  of  the  Allegany  ; 
that  the  articles  on  board  were  at  the  time  much 
needed;  and  that  on  the  «Oih  of  July  (the  third  day 
alter  the  arrival  of  the  ship)  the  Minister  of  the  Ma- 
rine sent  off  a  lighter,  and  actually  received  from  on 
board  the  ship  a  considerable  quantity  of  plank  and 
spars,  and  proceeded  to  the  landing  j>lace  of  the  Ma- 
rine. 

Until  now,  everything  appeared  to  be  going  on  well, 
when,  of  a  sudden,  the  temper  and  conduct  of  the 
Dey  assumed  the  reverse  aspect.  He  at  once  affecta 
to  be  di^ppointcd  in  the  quantity  of  gunpowder  and 

er 
spars 
received,  and  at  the  same  time  sends  a  peremptory 
order  "that  the  Allegany  should  depart  from  Algiers 
in  three  days,  and  take  with  her  our  Consul  General, 
and  all  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  then  at 
Algiers." 

Against  this  violent  proceeding  remonstrances  were 
made  by  Colonel  Lear,  but  all  was  in  vain — no  argu- 
ment availed  anything.  Instead  of  relaxing,  he  went 
still  further,  and  demanded  a  cash  payment  of  $27,000, 
which  he  insisted,  according  to  the  Mahometan  year, 
was  the  balance  due  upon  his  annuities.  Our  Consul 
contended  that  $lb,S'Z7  was  all  that  was  due,  and  that 
the  cargo  of  the  Allegany,  if  received,  was  more  than 
sufficient  to  discharge  it.  But  the  Dey  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  cargo,  or  to  suffer  it  to 
be  sold  at  Algiers.     He  did,  however,  extend  the  time 


IQ 
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CASE  OF  SHIP  ALLEGANY. 

Stanfor-*!,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
ed  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  the  house  of  Bowie 
riz,  and  otjiers  ;  which  was  read  twice  and 

STA.NroRj  also  made  the  following  report  ,  then  repeated   his  mandate   that  if,  within  the  time, 

*^*^^  "J  j  "  tbe  demanded  balance  was  not  paid  into  his  treas- 

rLJpt  Richard  Ivrrest,  as  agent  for  the  Department    "ry,  and  the  ship  did  not  depart,  with  the  Consul,  his 

fite,  chartered   the  ship  Allegany,  Captain  Eve-  '  family,    and    ail   the    other    Americans  on   board,  he 

i.jfy    the  hous-}  of   Bowie,   Kurtz,  and  others,  of  |  **°"'d  detain  them  in  slavery,  confiscate  the  ship  and 

town,  to   tjke  oul  a  cargo  to  the  Dey  of  Al-  |  cargo,  and  declare  war  against  the  United  States." 

n  fulfilment  of  jur  treaty    with   the  Regency.  |      Under  this  unpleasant  alternative,  Colonel  Learde- 

P"":*  ^»s  entered  into   on  the  *.iOth  day    termined  to   raise  the  money,  if  possible,  and  deport 
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accordingly.     The  bouM  of  Bacri  wa*  the  only  one 

where  he  could  obtain  the  money  for  a  bill  on  Gibral- 
tar, and  he  drew  one  on  John  Salvino,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  at  that  place,  giving  Bacri  to  under- 
stand that  he  bottomed  the  credit  and  redemption  of 
the  bill  on  the  cargo  of  the  Allegany,  so  far  as  it  would 
go,  who  expressed  his  confidence  in  the  pledge,  and 
advanced  the  money  ;  and  the  ship  was  then  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  25th  of  July,  within  the  prescribed 
time,  carried  by  an  .\lgerine  captain  and  crew  out  of 
the  port,  whence  she  proceeded  to  Gibraltar. 

Captain  Evelilh,  of  the  Allegany,  yielding  to  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  states  in  his  protest  that  he 
should  abandon  the  ship  to  the  United  States,  and 
consider  her  as  in  their  service  and  at  their  ritk,  but 
would  navigate  her  under  Colonel  Lear's  control  and 
direction.  Colonel  Lear  admits  that,  although  he  does 
not  recollect  any  formal  abandonment  of  the  ship. 
Captain  Evclith  did  submit  her  te  his  destination  and 
control,  and  that  he  directed  her  to  Gibraltar,  a  place 
from  whence  he  could  better  serve  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  in  ^-ending  out  information  of  the  events 
at  Algiers  to  our  different  Consuls  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, in  disposing  of  the  Allegany's  cargo,  and  provi- 
ding to  meet  the  bill  which  he  had  drawn  on  that 
place. 

The  committee  have  thus  given  as  brief  a  view  of 
the  case  of  the  Allegany  as   the   history  of  the  case 
would  admit.     Considering  that  she  wae  chartered  by  ; 
the  Government,  and  performed  the  stipulated  voyage  \ 
to  their  entire  satisfaction;  that  she  was  then,  by  the 
arbitrary  power  of  the  Dey,  compelled,  not  chartered,  , 
into  their  further  service,  and  that,  too,  to  save  their 
citizens    and    their    proj>erty  from   Algerine    seizure ;  j 
sent  upon  a  new  voyage,  as  opposed  to  the  interests  | 
of  the  owners   as  it  was  contrary   to  the  instructions  j 
given  to  their  commander;  that  she  was  thus  diverted  | 
from    her    proper  destination,   and    thrown    into    the  \ 
hands  of  a  different  enemy,  where  she  was  seized  and 
ultimately  condemned,  ship  and  cargo,  to  the  serious 
disadvantage  and  loss  of  the  memorialists — the  com- 
mittee  are   impressed  with   the  justice  of  their  claim, 
and  arc  of  opinion  that  they  are  entitled  to  indemnity 
in  this  case,    when    they  reflect   that  the  Government 
has  awarded  relief  in  similar   cases   recollected,  and 
particularly  in  the  cases  of  the  Anna  Maria,  of  New 
Vork,  and  the   Resource,  of  Baltimore,    vessels   em- 
ployed in  the  same  service,  and  t^uffered  in  like  man- 
ner by  the  arbitrary  conduct   of  some  one  or  other  of 
the  Barbary   Powers. 

They  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  memorialists  in  the  present  case. 

COMMITTEES  ON  PUBLIC  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Tucker  called  up  for  consideration  the 
resolutions  he  submitted  some  weeks  ago  respect- 
ing the  appointment,  at  the  commencement  of 
each- session,  of  additional  standing  committees 
for  the  investigation  of  the  public  e.xpenditures. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  did  not  believe  that 
much  good  could  How  out  of  the  measure.  There 
were  already,  he  said,  an  accountant  of  the  War 
and  an  accountant  of  the  Navy  Departments, 
and  a  comptroller  over  them,  and  now  we  are  to 
appoint  committees  of  Congress  over  the  whole, 
to  inspect  accounts  after  the  money  lias  been  paid 
away.  Furthermore,  he  thought  it  would  be 
impracticable  for  the  committees  to  act  efficiently 
unless  they  sat  all  the  year.    Mr.  S.  said  he  re- 


membered that  a  gentleman  of  this  House  (Mr. 
I  Randolph)  once  moved  a  similar  inve-stigation 
[  into  what  was  called  the  Augean  stable;  the  in- 
quiry was  ordered;  the  gentleman  went  into  it; 
five  thousand  dollars  were  spent  in  priming  doc- 
ument-;, dec,  and,  after  all.  there  was  not  even  a 
resolution  or  any  other  proceeding  predicated  on 
the  examination. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Tocr- 
EH,  Desha,  Stanford,  Wright,  and  Lowndes, 
by  whom  it  was  argued  that  the  experience  of 
other  States,  particularly  Virginia,  proved  uhe 
utility  of  such  committees;  that  they  were  also 
found  extremely  beneficial  and  useful  in  Eng- 
land ;  that  clamors  and  suspicions  had  2one  abroad, 
and  though  they  might  not  be  well  founded,  still 
they  rendered  the  inquiry  necessary  ;  that  if  any- 
thing was  wrong  in  the  public  accounlb.  the  Gov- 
ernment ougiit  to  know  it  and  the  evil  be  cor- 
rected ;  that  if  the  committees  only  entered  into 
a  general,  and  not  a  minute  and  detailed  investi- 
gation of  those  accounts,  much  good  would  still 
result  from  it,  as  it  would  tend  to  correct  frauds, 
or  errors,  if  any;  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this 
branch  of  the  Government  to  inspect  the  money 
concerns,  and  see  that  they  were  correctly  and 
faithfully  conducted. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to  in  the  fol- 
lowing form : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  standing  committee* 
be  ap[>ointed  to  serve  during  the  present  Congress, 
and  that  hereafter,  at  the  commencement  of  the  first 
session  in  each  Congress,  like  committees  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duties  shall  continue  until  the  first 
session  of  the  ensuing  Congress: 

1.  A  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Department  of  State. 

2.  A  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

3.  .\  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Accounts  and 
Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Department  of  War. 

4.  A  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Department  of  the 
Navy. 

5.  A  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Post  Office;  and 

6.  A  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Public  Buildings. 

The  said  committees  shall  consist  of  three  members 
each. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committees  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  accounts  and  expenditures  re- 
spectively submitted  to  them,  and  to  inquire  and  re- 
port, particularly, 

Whether  the  expenditures  of  the  respective  Depart- 
ments are  justified  by  law; 

Whether  the  claims,  from  time  to  time  satisfied 
and  discharged  by  the  respective  Departments,  are 
supported  by  sufficient  vouchers,  estabhshing  their 
justness  both  as  to  their  character  and  amount; 

Whether  such  claims  have  been  discharged  out  of 
funds  appropriated  therefor,  and  whether  all  moneys 
have  been  disbursed  in  conformity  with  appropriation 
laws;  and 

Whether  any  and  what  provisions  are  necessary  to 
be  adopted  to  provide  more  perfectly  for  the  proper 
application  of  the  public  moneys,  and  to  secure  the 
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o^jjmmeDt  fron,  demands  unjutt  in  their  character  i  the  United  States  was  ladeo,  shall  have  been  lost 
:,*  jtvagant  in|  their  amount.  |  or   consumed    in  consequence   of  such   impress- 


raitUr 
wh.Wi 


d  It  fthall  IkI  moreover,  the  duty  of  the  aaid  com-  I  ment." 


8  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  whether  any  and 
wh-l^retrenchme^ita  can  be  made  in  the  expenditure* 
of  Wf  several  liepartments  without  detriment  to  the 
puJ:^  gervicc;  \^hether  any  and  what  abuse*  at  any 
tmJJLrxist  in  tl)#  failure  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
mo^y*  which  a  ay  be  due  to  the  United  States  from 
pnWt  defaulters,  or  others,  and  to  report,  from  time 
it,  such  pro-isions  and  arrangements  as  may  be 
lar\'  to  adi>  to  the  economy  of  the  severaJ  De- 
ents  and  ttse  accountability  of  their  officers. 


After  some  ubjectioos  to  the  amendment  by 
Mr.  Yancey,  and  reply  by  Mr.  Roane,  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

Various  other  unsuccessful  amendments  were 
offered  to  the  amendmenis  of  the  Senate;  after 
which  the  latter  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

INDIAiNA  TERRITORY. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the    Indiana   Territory  to  form  a 


^^-ssrs.  Yai^:s.  Mason,  and  Edwards,  were  ]  ronsiiiution  and   State  goFernment.  and  for  the 
fj^nied  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  first  rule.  }  admission   of  such   State  into  the  Union  on  an 

J|^»>rs.   Smi^h,  of  Maryland,  Hclbert,  and  i  equal  fooling  with  the  original  Stale;","  was  read 
Hg*'^,  were  aQpoinied  a  committee  pursuant  to  I  the  third  lime,  and  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
'*        "*  "■''^  pass?    it    passed    in    the    affirmaiive — yeas    108, 

nays  3,  a$  iollows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Baker,  Harbour, 
Baaaett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  BetU,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Burnside,  Cady,  Cald- 
well, Chappell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton, 
Clendennin,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Daven- 
port, Desha,  Edwards,  Forsyth,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister, 
Htnderson,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Hongerford,  Irving  of 
New  York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Langdon,  Love,  Lovett,  Lumpkin,  Lyie, 
Lyon,  Maclay,  Marsh,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  of 
Kentucky,  Milnor,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelaon 
of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parris,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  ftoane.  Root, 
Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schcnck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Stur- 
ges,raggart,TauI,  Telfair,  Throop,Town8end, Tucker, 
Vose,  Wallace,  Ward,  of  MassachusetU,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde, 
Wilkin,  Willoughby,  William  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Wright,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 
Nays — Messrs.  Goldsborough,  Lewis,  and  Randolph. 

.MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 
An  engrossed  bill,  entille^  "An  act  to  enable 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
ed  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  De-  and  State  governraeni.  and  for  the  admission  of 
aft  McLean, J  of  Kentucky,  Hardin,  Jackson.  1  such  Stale  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
MSJee.  and  Sw-ARPE,who5<upporied  ihejusticeof  wilh  llie  original  Slates,*'  was  read  the  third 
ailAing  the  4(|  per  cent,  per  day  first  stipulated,  '  lime. 

tO',*ier  with  '^!ie  value  of  the  horse  lost.  The  j  A  short  debate  look  place,  arising  from  some 
ad#/se  side  w,js  taken  by  Messrs.  Yancey,  CuL- j  objeciiOQs  made  to  the  bill  by  Mr.  Stanford, 
PEi^..  and  St.arn!*,  wDo  denied  the  justice  of  who  was  opposed  to  it  because  it  contained  no 
thftT/itnuneralfon  to  the  extent  contended  for.  provision  for  the  future  division  of  the  Territory. 
i.i  k.„  .  J   ,      .  which  he  thought  entirely  too  large,  considered 

in  relation  to  the  other  States,  and  in  time  would 
be   too   powerful    if  it  continued  an  undivided 


tb^t^Vcond  rule^ 

%s3rs.  Rot^r.  Forney,  and  Sheffey,  were 
apTpio(^d    a   c-*mmuiee   pursuant    to    the   third 

rim         \ 

'ssrs.  ARCk^ER,  Lu.mpkin,  and  Huger.  were 
apv^Qted   a   c^fniniltee   pursuant   to   the  fourth 

"  l-ssrs.  Can^ion.  Parris.  and  Milnor,  were 
a{9,^nted  a  co^imiitee  pursuant  to  ihe  fifth  rule. 

>ssrs.  Co!\^DicT,  Darlington,  and  Reed, 
w^'lappoinicdti  committee  pursuant  to  the  sixth 

ST  AND '-CAPTURED  PROPERTY,  <Scc. 
e  House  ihen  proceeded  to  consider  the 
dments  ut  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from  this 
t.  to  autlfonze  the  payment  for  property 
apiured,  c»r  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while 
public  ifi  vice. 
«  of  the  Senate's  amendments  was  the  ad- 
ditf^i  of  a  clause  providing  for  the  payment  of 
thf^rty  cents  per  day  stipulated  to  be  paid  for 
oc^lMn  horses  rwhich  were  afterwards  lost,  as 
wt]^is  the  val'^e  of  each  horse.  The  Coramit- 
tetjl^  Claims,  :o  whom  the  Senate's  amendmenis 
w^  referred,  iitcomraended  the  disagreement  to 
th^l^ineDdmeiA.  This  recommendation  to  disa- 
!?rt^was  the  qi^estion  first  considered. 

nie  SeQate'4  ameadment  was  strenuously  ad 

Y 


T)K«>Jebate  on  this  question  occupied  much  time. 
ta14|ig  the  course  through  which  it  extended 
w^^  the  subjert  was  originally  brought  before 
if.iSflouse. 

to  question!  was  finally  decided  against  the 
reCBIiiraendaiitfca   of  ihe   Committee  of  Claims. 


Slate;  and  he  wished   the   bill  might  be  recom- 
mitted for  amendment  in  that  particular. 
Mr.  Stanford  was  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Lat- 


aafT,!  favor  of^the   Senate's  amendraeni— 68  to  \  timore  and  Hardin,  who  argued  that  the  Terri- 

^ZJt      n  '  ,  J.  I  '°''y'  "  ^^^  believed,  had  a  sufficient  population 

If.     Roane    proposed    to    add    the  following  ,  to  eninle  it  to  a  State  constilution  ;  at  any  rale 

cUt^  to  the  crises  in  the  bill  in  which  payment    u  would  the  next  session  have  enough  to  demand 

is.4|:,e  made  b;  the  Governraeni;    •  When  any  |  admission  into  the  Union,  and  ii  was  as  well  to 

p^ce  or  me.rhandise  with  which  any  wagon,  j  grant  that  now,  with  a  good  grace,  which  in  so 

^ooat,  or  sltigh,  impressed  into  the  service  of  ]  snort  a  time  Congress  would  be  unable  to  refuse; 
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that  if  the  Territory  be  now  divided,  it  would  be 
twenty  ye«rs  before  the  half  of  it  would  be  able 
to  a»k  a  Stale  government;  that  from  the  im- 
mense quantities  of  barrens  unfit  for  cultivation, 
and  the  great  quantity  of  Indian  lands  it  con- 
tained, it  would  be  a  very  long  lime  before  its 
population  would,  if  ever,  exceed  that  of  any 
other  State;  that  it  was  good  i)olicy  to  encourage 
by  every  means  the  population  of  that  section  of 
the  country,  to  be  able  promptly  to  repel  an  ene- 
my where  attacks  would  very  probably  be  made  ; 
that  It  wtis  an  older  Territory  than  Indiana,  in 
whose  favor  a  bill  had  just  passed,  with  scarcely 
a  di!»senling  voice. 

Mr.  JoHNSo:*,  of  Kentucky,  also  opposed  the 
recommitment  and  advocated  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  though  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  ihat 
Congress  ougfit  to  retain  the  power  of  altering 
the  boundary  of  the  new  State  hereafter,  if  they 
should  deem  the  alteration  necessary  ;  but  the 
House  having  yesterday  decided  against  such  a 
reservation,  he  thought  it  wrong  to  impede  the 
passage  ol  the  bill. 

Mr.  J.  supported  his  opinioas  by  a  variety  of 
arguments  ;  afler  which  the  bill  passed,  by  yeas 
and  nays — for  the  passage  70.  against  it  53,  as 
follows : 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Adgate,  .Nrcher,  Barbour,  Baasett, 
Bateman,  Belts,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Chappell,  Clarke 
of  North  Carolina,  Clendennin,  Condict,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crocheron.  Darlington,  Desha,  Forsyth, 
Goodwyn,  Hahn,  Hall.  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hender- 
son, Hungerford,  Ingham,  Inine  of  New  York,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Love,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle,  Lyon,  .Maclay,  Mayranl,  McCoy,  McKe«,  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  .Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Parns,  Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Powell,  Rey- 
nolds, Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck,  8harpe,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Taul,  Throop,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde.  Wilkin,  Willoughby, 
William  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wnght,  Yancey,  and 
Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\Iexander,  Baer,  Baker,  Boss,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burnside,  Chipman,  Cil- 
ley,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport, 
Edwards,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Griffin,  Hale, 
Hawes,  Heister,  Hopkinson,  HuIbcrt,  Jewett,  Kent, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  .Marsh,  Milnor,  Mose- 
ley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Ran- 
dolph, Roane,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Stanford,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Telfair,  Tucker,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  and 
Wilcox. 


Monday,  April  1. 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  of  .Missouri,  praying  to 
be  incorporated  as  a  commercial  company,  for  the 
purposes  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes, — Referred  lo  Messrs.  Easton,  McKee, 
Thomas  Wilson,  Cady,  Atherton,  Clenden- 
nin, and  Powell. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  Dis- 


trict of  Maine;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com* 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Qelsioa  and  Peter  A. 
Schenck. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  Senate  '"for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Mitchell,"'  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  trans* 
milting  his  annual  accounts  of  receipts  and  pay- 
ments at  the  Treasury  for  the  year  ending  Octo- 
ber 1,  1815;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  petition 
of  John  McCauley.  prize  agent  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  brig  Vixen  ;  which  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  report  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  9th  ultimo,  relative  to  expenses  in- 
curred in  prosecutions  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Slates  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts. Connecticut.  Vermont,  and  New  York  ; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pa.«;sed  a  bill  *•  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  Stales  fri^te 
Constitution."  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  also  returned  to  this 
House  the  bill  "  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate 
the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  with  the  amend* 
menis  of  the  Senate  corrected. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  pen- 
sions of  certain  invalid  pensioners.  No  amend- 
ment being  offered,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
a  bill  to  the  House  ;  and  it  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Asher  Palmer, 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  ihe  supervi^ors  of  Clinton  county,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of 
the  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  in  the  month  of  September,  1814,  when  the 
British  forcet  invaded  the  L'nited  States  on  the  frontier 
of  the  Sute  of  New  York,  they  took  possession  of  a 
part  of  the  village  of  Plattsburg ,  and  sought  a  cover 
from  the  American  artillery  at  the  fort  near  the  village, 
from  a  number  of  houses  belonging  to  individuals,  and 
the  court-house  of  the  county  of  Chnton.  In  order  to 
uncover  and  dislodge  the  enemy,  General  Macomb, 
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L^t  that  time- commanded  the  American  troops  at 
i)lace,  considered  it  prudent  and  proper  to  fire  hot 
ito  the  houses  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  them 
•"^g  the  nurpber  thus  destroyed  was  the  court- 
"f^  of  Clintoi|.  The  petitioners,  on  behalf  of  the 
coi{*.7y,  pray  thaj  Congress  will  pay  the  value  of  the 
hoiiAi 

'(gp  facts  in  the  petition  having  been  satisfactorily 
est|Sished,  and  't  appearing  to  the  committee  that  the 
prc«rty  was  destroyed  for  pubUc  good,  they  are  of 
jpi|^)n  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  relief,  and 
'^'    <ore  report  ^y  bill. 

jj-,  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of ^fhn  Crosb;,  and  John  Crosby,  junior,  which 
jj^jread;  wh»'a  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the 
yf  of  John  Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  junior, 
lii  was  rejid  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
JAnittee  of  Qie  Whole. 
>'*e  report  i:;  as  follows: 

It,  in  the  inonth  of  August,  1814,  the  United 
frigate  AiJyms,  commanded  by  Cuptain  Charles 
^V,  arrived  at  Hampden,  in  the  county  of  Hancock 
Jlatc  of  Mff^sachusetts,  and  was  rnoored  at  the 
wl.Tjyf  of  the  petitioners.  The  Adams  remained  at  the 
whV/  until  the  Hd  day  of  September  following,  when 
<?ish  naval  fijrce  appeared  and  attacked  her.  Cap- 
'.^lorris,  after: having  bravely  defended  his  ship  for 
riderable  time  against  a  much  superior  force,  con- 
it  prudent,  under  all  circumstances,  to  set  fire 
ship  and  ht)w  her  up,  to  prevent  her  falling  into 
thr^l^jssession  oJ  ihe  enemy.  The  fire  which  was  thus 
a[i(JMd  to  the  ship  communicated  itself  to  the  wharf 
am^Jorehouse  o£  the  petitioners,  and  they  were  con- 
8Ur.^f^,  together  with  their  stock  of  goods  on  hand. 
Th'fc^pray  that  (.k)ngreji3  would  pay  them  the  value  of 
tht.iMt>rot>erty  doitroyed. 

ijft  coramitlei*  are  of  opinion  that  the  injury  which 
ihtfKtitioners  hi;.e  sustained,  being  immediately  con- 
se^At-ittial  of  a  jUfitifiable  and  prudent  act  of  an  officer 
of  tat  Government,  they  are  entitled  to  relief,  and 
lh«^i^orc  report  liy  bill. 

it  Yancey  "also  made  a  report  on  the  petition  IhonzedTo  airow' an" 
oijkiylor  &  Mc^eal,  Evans  &  McNeal,  and  ited  time,  to  tho.e  offi, 
"♦ii^  *"''^"° -VcClfister.  which  was  read;  when  uments  were  diminis 
M*  V-  reporter  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Taylor  dc    .Innncr  »h*  r*«»r./.fiv« 

,  Evan>;&  McNeal,  and  Henry  &  John 
M^^eister;  w|iich  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted-. tV«  the  Cotiimitiee  of  the  Whole  last  men- 
Uiiieji.  ■ 

Mr.  MiDDLEi:ON,from  the  select  committee  ap- 
|)Oj5|rtfd  on  ihe  JOth  of  January  last  on  the  petition 
df  I'.^ues  H.  MtCulluch,  made  a  report  thereon  ; 
wi:f«:i'  was  readL  and  committed  to  a  Committee 


of  ^^- Whole  ti^  morrow 


fih  report  is^as  follows: 
it^e-said  petitioner  states,  that  he  entered  upon  the 
ofi^'of  coUector'of  the  port  of  Baltimore  early  in  the 
ytif'iSOS,  with  ^  prospect,  indeed,  of  difl5culties  and 
labt^s,  arising  froip  the  pecuharsituationof  the  country 
»t  \ij^  time,  but  ander  an  assurance  of  receiving  ade- 
qa»«'Uk  compensation  for  his  services.  That  such  an 
ei  notation  was  reasonable,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
unfi>j;i;al  practicetof  this  Government,  which  has  ever 
bet»^ir>  provide  l|xed  salaries  where  other  profits  are 
eitb, -inadequate,  or  forbidden.  The  petitioner  was 
cotOi'med  in  tbislhis  belief,  from  the  circumstance  of 
thi'^fijuse  of  Representatives  having,   in  that  particu- 


emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  would  be 
lessened  by  the  embargo  acts,  directed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  report  his  opinion  of  the  casea 
where  a  temporary  increase  of  salary  might  be  neces- 
sary. In  obedience  to  this  resolve,  the  then  Secretary 
addressed  a  circular  to  the  officers  of  the  customs,  un- 
der date  of  April  28,  1808,  giving  instructions  re- 
specting the  embargo  act,  and  calling  upon  the  said 
officers  to  make  returns  of  their  emoluments,  in  order 
that  he  might  make  his  report  in  conformity  to  the 
views  of  Congress. 

That  the  emoluments  of  the  petitioner,  as  collector 
of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  have  not  been  by  any  means 
adequate  to  the  services  he  performed  within  the  pe- 
riod alluded  to,  appears  from  his  statement  that  in 
1808  he  seemed  to  receive  $72,  but  actually  sunk 
$428.  on  account  of  a  salary  to  a  clerk  paid  by  him- 
•elf ;  in  the  year  1809  he  received  $5S9  ;  in  the  year 
1810  he  received  $512;  in  1814  he  paid  $980  for 
performing  the  public  service,  while  the  support  of  hia 
family  each  year  amounted  to  $2,000 ;  the  result  is, 
that  in  these  four  years  he  received  from  the  public 
$673,  and  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  a  frugal 
family  $8,000,  and  in  the  support  of  a  custom-house 
for  the  public  $980.  His  account  at  the  Treasury  will 
establish  the  correctness  of  what  is  here  stated.  The 
intervening  years  were  more  profitable,  but  below  the 
common  receipts  of  the  office  and  the  limit  of  the  law. 

The  committee,  having  duly  considered  the  forego- 
ing statement,  are  of  opinion  that  the  compensation 
allowed  by  law  to  James  H.  McCulloch,  collector  of 
the  customs  at  Baltimore,  having  been  taken  away  by 
the  operation  of  other  laws  enacted  for  the  public  ben- 
efit, he  has  an  undoubted  claim  upon  the  public  justice 
to  provide  an  equivalent;  and  inasmuch  as  the  com- 
mittee believe  that  there  exist  other  similar  cases  of 
hardship,  arising  from  the  non-productive  state  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  impost  during  the  embargo  and 
non-intercourse  laws,  with  a  ^iew  to  embrace  such 
cases,  they  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Rtsolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Keprtaenta- 

tivej.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  au- 

extra  compensation,  for  a  lim- 

fficers  of  the  customs  whose  emol- 

hed    below  a  reasonable  salary 

during  the  restrictive   system. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House,  on  moiion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  re- 
solved Itself  into  a  Committt-e  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1S16. 

In  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  bill,  left  for  the 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  members  of 
Congress,  some  debate  arose  as  to  the  manner  of 
drawing  this  compensation.  The  act  lately  passed 
to  alter  the  mode  of  compensating  the  members 
of  Congress,  declares  that  they  shall  receive  an 
'•annual".-alary  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  and  in  a  subsequent  clause,  provides  that 
the  compensation  shall  be  •certified  and  made 
in  the  manner  heretofore  provided  by  law;''  the 
custom  under  the  former  law  was  to  pay  the 
members  from  time  to  time,  as  the  *ervices  were 
rendered. 

Mr.  L.  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  in  accor- 
dance with  what  he  understood  to  be  theconstruc- 


lar  lecture  of  a^irs.   under  the   impression  that  the    uon   given   to"~lhe  Vcrby'ih7  Att"orney  GenerVl, 
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moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  a  sora  sufficient  to 
defray  the  compensation  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  4tli  of  .March.  1816.  and  making  no  provision 
for  the  services  which  would  intervene  between 
that  period  and  the  end  of  the  next  session. 

This  construction  of  the  act  was  di>puted  by 
Mr.  Clay,  the  Speaker.  He  thought  that  the 
members,  whenever  they  could  exhibit  evidence 
of  the  rendition  of  j^ervices.  had  a  fair  claim  for  z. 
due  proportion  of  the  annual  salary.  Such  had 
been  the  practice  heretofore;  and  if  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  Attorney  General  were  adopted,  a 
member  who  happened  to  come  into  Congress 
after  the  4th  of  March,  would  receive  nothing 
until  the  next  March.  Against  the  inconvenience 
and  hardships  of  this  construction.  Mr.  C.  argued 
at  some  length;  and  fur  the  purpose  of  making 
an  appropriation  out  of  which  to  compensate  the 
members  for  the  remainder  of  this  session,  and 
part  of  the  next,  moved  (o  fill  the  blank  with  a 
sum  adequate  to  meet  that  object.  Mr.  C.  added, 
that  as  the  public  interest  would  be  unaffected  by 
this  decision,  let  either  construction  of  the  act  be 
adopted,  he  saw  no  objection  to  pursuing  the 
course  he  proposed,  without  however  allowing 
any  member  to  draw  so  much  of  the  salary  as 
would  bring  him  at  any  time  in  debt  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  differed  both  from 
the  Speaker  and  the  Attorney  General  in  this, 
that  the  compensation  given  to  members  was 
intended  toemhrace  a  whole  session,  long  or  short ; 
but  as  it  made  no  difference  to  the  United  States, 
and  that  construction  had  been  given,  he  should 
acquiesce, and  vote  for  the  appropriation,  provided 
an  amendment  which  he  had  drawn  up  should  be 
adopted,  which  did  not  interfere  with  the  con- 
struction given,  and  was  indispensable  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  Government  and  to  certain  members 
who  had  not  attended  the  whule  session  ;  which 
amendment  was  intended  to  make  a  deduction 
from  the  compensation  of  members  for  absence,  in 
the  proportion  that  absence  bore  to  the  whole 
days  of  the  sessiou. 

Mr.  Jackson  explained  the  views  of  the  select 
committee,  when  they  originally  reported  in  favor 
of  changing  the  mode  of  compensation  ;  and  con- 
curred in  the  construction  given  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  also  concurred  in 
the  construction  of  the  law  given  to  it  by  the 
Speaker.  According  to  the  other  interpretation 
of  It,  if  the  members  were  called  here  to  an  extra 
session,  they  would  be  obliged  to  bring  money  in 
their  pockets  to  defray  iheir  expenses,  as  they 
could  receive  no  compensation  until  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Mr.  Gaston  thought  it  not  of  much  impor- 
lancti  which  ccnstruciion  was  adopted  ;  but  stated 
the  reasons  that  induced  him  to  believe  the  con- 
struction given  by  the  Attorney  General  the  true 
one.  Mr.  G.  compared  the  terms  of  the  several 
acts  on  this  subject  to  establish  what  he  believed 
the  proper  construction,  and  to  show  that  Mr. 
Clay's  could  not  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Wright  thought  it  entirely  unnecessary 
to  dispute  about  the  coastruciion  of  the  late  law. 


Congress  had  voted  to  its  members  a  certain  an- 
nual compensation,  which  might  be  viewed  in 
the  light  of  a  contingent  fund,  and  it  was  per- 
fec^y  competent  for  Congress  to  direct  in  what 
way,  and  in  what  proportions,  that  corapensalioa 
should  be  drawn. 

The  Committee  then  agreed  to  the  amendment 
propo>ed  by  Mr.  Clay,  and  filled  the  blank  in 
the  bill  accordingly. 

With  the  exception  of  some  objections  made 
by  Mr.  Jewett  to  an  appropriation  for  additional 
clerks  for  one  of  the  departments,  the  Committee 
met  with  no  difficulty  in  its  progress  through  the 
bill,  until  Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  insert  a  clause 
appropriating  §300,000,  out  of  the  fund  set  apart 
foe  thai  purpose,  for  carrying  on  the  great  west- 
ern road  from  Cumberland  to  Oiiio. 

This  amendment  was  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Gaston,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  improper  to 
introduce  into  an  ordinary  bill  an  appropriation 
for  an  object  which  had  not  been  authorized  by 
a  previous  act.  In  support  of  his  position  Mr. 
G.  cited  a  recent  course  pursued  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  who,  although  aware  of 
the  neces>uy  of  protecting  an  island  whereon  an 
important  lighl-house  was  placed  (Gull  Island) 
from  the  encroachments  of  the  sea,  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  resort  to  the  slovenly  mode  of  insert- 
ing an  appropriation  for  that  purpose  in  the  bill 
now  under  consideration,  but  instructed  its  chair- 
man to  move  that  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manulaclures  be  previously  directed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  the  expenditure,  and 
to  report  thereon.  Mr.  G.  said  the  checks  upon 
the  disbur.semeut  of  the  Government  were  al- 
ready few  enough,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  fur- 
ther diminished  by  this  House. 

Messrs.  Jackson,  Clay,   Ra.ndolph,  Smith. 
Wright,  and  Goldsborough,  respectively,  ad- 
vocated the  amendment.     The  three  gentlemen 
first  named  being  particularly  zealous  in  its  sup- 
port.     It    was   argued     that    the    appropriation 
moved  for  was  extremely  interesting  to  the  West- 
ern States,  and  more  important  to  the  people  of 
every  section  of  the  country  than  any  other  item 
in  the  bill,  if  the  Union  of  the  States  was  to  be. 
as  all  expected  it  lo  be,  the  means  of^  public  hap- 
piness, prosperity,  and  safety.     That  the  appro- 
priation was  required   from  a  fund   already  set 
apart  for  the  work  by  a  solemn  compact;  that  if 
this    House  could    be  called   on    to   appropriate 
money  to  carry  into  effect  a  convention  with  a 
foreign  Goverament,  it  could  surely  make  an  ap- 
propriation to  execute  a  contract  with  the  Stales, 
a  double  compact,  too,  it  being  between  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  the  States  of  Oiiio,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Virginia,  as  ihey  were  all  parlies  to 
It;  that  the  appropriation  was.  furthermore,  sanc- 
tioned by  former  laws  directing  the  work  lo  be 
prosecuted,  and  thai  nothing  was  wanting  to  ful- 
fil ihe  law  but  the  present  appropriation  of  money, 
for  which  there  were  several  precedents;  that  the 
single  State  of  Maryland  had  undertaken  lo  com- 
plete, in  five  years,  a  road  from  Baltimore  to  the 
point  at  which  the  Cumberland  road  commenced, 
and  that  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the  character 


1 


\tm 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1308 


-tf-- 


R. 


April,  1816. 


Off^^ue  General  Government  to  be  outdone  by  a 
sCJbll  Stale  u  a  work  of  so  much  public  utility 
^rjfi  political  consequence;  a  work  authorized  by 
rei^ated  lawsj  and  wanting  an  appropriation^nly 
friai  the  fun^l  already  solemnly  pledged  to  it.  to 
Cg^l'y  it  OD  f^px^'yi  *^c.  It  was  likewise  stated 
i'a  kiebate,  by  Hll  whose  personal  knowledge  ena- 
bia^  them  to  ^peak  on  that  point,  that  the  thirty 
iniTpcs  of  the  lurnpike  completed  between  Cuai- 
IhtjIaQd  and  «^hio,  was  the  most  excellent  road 
W*Jch  had  ever  been  made  in  America;  and  Mr. 
Gb^Y  took  occasion  to  remark,  that  he  had  seen 
VDf^y  turnpil<es,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  this 
c»»!|ntry.  but  h^id  never  travelled  on  so  fine  a  road 
**  he  thirty  miles  of  the  Cumberland  turnpike 
were  fitushed. 

ACKSiin's  amendment  was  finally  agreed 
li),"'i»nd  the  ajvpropriation  inserted. 
j  ^'he  Comnviitee  having  filled  up  all  the  blanks, 
afcjvgonH  thr.^:igh  the  bill— 
k  3^r.  JoHNS'^N,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  amend- 
l^»«t  alluded;  to  by  him  in  the  discussion  this 
l*if*oing  respecting  the  manner  of  distributing 
t^i^compens.T^tion  to  the  members,  which  was 
a*:^ed  to.       [ 

l^xi  other  a^nendment  having  been  offered  to 
t|v  bill,  the  (committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 


a^^fhe  tl 

wflch  w 

Ir.  Ji 


TV         '  ^".»j..ji.n.<,  ui    nic    wijiiic    <:iuusr,  ui, 

r^itJion  of  Mr^LowNDEs.  proceeded  to  the  cgnsid 

f^ion  of  theibiil  making  appropriations  for  th« 
;  Vary  servi  ;e  for  the  year  1816. 

i|.--Jb 

iSf«.1rt  one  of  ^15,000,  to  pay  the  owners  of  cer- 


y  servi  ;e  lor  tlie  y 
b\  addition, to  the  ordinary  appropriations  iu 
^Jbill.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to 
«&f«virt  one  of  ^15,000,  to  pay  the  owners  of  cer- 
tjrja  vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  in 
l»!il  to  defend  it  against  the  enemy;  which  had 
^  y*  reported  fa  ihe  ordnance  bill,  but  withdrawn 
t^k'-c  transferred   to  this. 

•iilr.  S.MITH,.  of  Maryland,  stated  the  urgent 
cjjjfcumsiance^t  under  which  the  measure  of  sink- 
1  fj  the  vessel  had  been  adopted,  the  authority 
(•fihe  commanding  officer(General  Smith)there- 
:  ^%i^°  which  |ie  was  warranted  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gj.'»s,  makin8:appropriaiion  of  $250,000  for  such 
c5|t<:ts,  and  v^hich  act  Mr.  S.  read. 

ghe  amendment  was  agreed   to  without  ob- 

r-ffaving  filild  up  the  blanks,  and  got  through 
t.^V-Cbiil.  the  Ck)ramittee  successively  took  up  the 
bSiJniaking  j^propriations  for  the  Navy  for  the 
>fw  1816,  an<j  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
ct^tC-nin  officerjj  of  the  Government;  which  were 
aji^ proceeded  throsgh;  when  the  Committee  of 
tft^VVhole  roj^e  and  reported  to  the  House  the 
1;4j|  bills  whirh  It  had  had  under  consideration 
WjW3  the  ameicdraents  thereto.  ' 

t^ome  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
I^DOLPH,  Ijowndes,  and  John3on,  in  which 
M- J  R.  opposed  going  to-day  into  the  report  of 
tl^Committe-  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
Ujl^he  civil  hjt,  the  provisions  of  which  required 
a^iire  delibei^te  investigation.  The  two  latter 
gi^^lemen  were  opposed  to  delay,  because  the 
fii>^quarter  ol^the  year  had  already  expired,  and 
ai^^e  otBcersiof  Government  waiting  the  appro- 
P'»«'oa  neces'firy  for  their  subsistence. 

'"Jhe  House  I'hen  passed  by  the  bill  for  the  civil 
> 


list,  and  successively  agreed  to  all  the  amend- 
ments to  the  three  remaining  bills,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 


I 


1 

TcESDAY.  April  2. 

Mr.  Herbert,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  27ih  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;"  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson, 
Hesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  all 
such  testimony  as  may  be  in  possession  of  the 
Executive,  relative  to  the  location  and  confirma- 
tion of  the  route  of  the  United  States  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  Marylan.1,  to  the  Ohio  river, 
particularly  relative  to  that  part  of  the  route  ex- 
tending from  the  town  of  Washington,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, to  the  said  river,  with  the  distances  and 
description  of  ground  upon  the  different  routes 
which  have  been  examined,  and  the  difference, 
as  far  as  the  same  has  been  ascertained,  between 
the  distance  on  each  straight  line  and  that  upon 
the  location  for  a  road  in  the  direction  of  the 
same  line  between  Brownsville,  on  the  Monon- 
gahela,  and  the  Ohio  river,  as  welHo  Charles- 
town,  or  any  other  point  on  said  river  to  which 
the  route  for  a  road  has  been  examined,  as  to 
Wheeling;  with  any  other  information  which 
the  President  may  deem  material,  the  commu- 
nication of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
may  not  be  inexpedient  or  improper. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wilson  and  Mr.  Strong  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  foregoing 
resolution  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  providing  by  law  for  compensa- 
ting the  services  of  such  assessors  as  shall  have 
begun  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office,  and 
shall  have  been  prevented  from  completing  the 
same,  either  by  reason  of  an  assumption  of  the 
direct  tax,  or  by  order  from  the  proper  officer  of 
the  United  States  not  to  proceed  further  therein. 
Mr.  LowNDE.^?,  after  a  few  prefatory  remarks, 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  wasagreed 
to  without  objection  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  laws  relating  to  the  Marine  Corps,  as  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  that  corps  to  be  retained  on  the 
Peace  Establishment  to  a  number  which  shall  bear  a 
just  proportion  to  the  naval  force  which  it  is  proposed 
to  keep  in  service. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate'-'  to  reward  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution."  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo 
Naval  Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of 
certain  invalid  penj-ioners;  the  engrossed  bill  lo 
continue  the  salaries  of  certain  officer,-,  uf  Gt^v- 
ernment;  the  engrossed  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year 
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1816;  and  the  engrossed  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  for  the  year 
1816,  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Richard  .Mitchell,"  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  Gelston  and  Peter  A.  Schenck. 

AMENDING  RULES. 

The  resolution  for  amending  the  rules  of  pro- 
ceedings, submitted  by  .Mr.  Hopkinson  yester- 
day, was  called  up  for  consideration. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  mode  of  ar- 
riving at  the  general  object  of  the  resolution,  to 
which  there  was  no  objection,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  making  it  a  joint  inquiry,  and  of  appointing 
the  committees  for  the  whole  Congress,  (tc,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire, 
in  conjunction  with  iuch  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  into  the  eipediency  of  making 
the  following  alterations  in  the  mode  of  transacting 
the  public  business  of  Congress,  to  wit :  That  the 
standing  committees  appointed  at  the  commencement 
of  any  Congress,  shall  not  be  dissolved  at  the  end  of 
the  Bewion  at  which  they  were  appointed  ;  that  on  the 
adjournment  of  Congress  the  unfinished  business,  to 
wit:  bills,  resolutions,  and  reports  of  committees, 
shall  remain  over  to  the  next  session  of  the  same  Con- 
gress, in  the  same  situaUon  us  they  were  at  the  time 
of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Hopkinson.  Mr.  Bassett.  and  Mr.  Yan- 
cey, were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment, were  take.)  up.  One  of  these  amend- 
ments being  to  increase  the  compensation  of  a 
particular  deputy  postmaster,  gave  rise  to  a  des- 
ultory debate  of  some  length  on  the  merits  of 
other  deputy  postina>ters,  and  their  claims  to  ad- 
ditional compensation. 

The  House  th'  n  proceeded  to  that  amendment 
of  the  Senate  which  struck  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill,  which  is  as  follows: 

"Sir.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  letters 
and  packages  to  and  from  any  member  of  the  Senate, 
a  mcmbor  or  delegate  uf  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, shall  be  conveyed  free  of  postage  from  the 
commencement  of  every  Congress  until  the  termina- 
tion thereof,  and  for  thirty  days  thereafter ;  Provided 
always,  That  no  letter  or  packet  shall  exceed  two 
ounces  in  weight." 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following  : 
"  8sc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  letters 
and  packeU  to  and  from  any  member  of  the  Senate, 
a  member  or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be  con- 
veyed Iree  of  postage  for  thirty  days  previous  to  each 
session  of  Congress,  and  for  thirty  days  after  the  ter- 
mination thereof :   Provided  always.  That  no  letter  or 


packet  shall  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight,  and  in  cue 
of  exceiw  of  weight,  that  excess  alone  shall  be  paid 
for."  *^ 

Mr.  Randolph  hoped  the  House  would  not 
concur  with  the  Senate  in  this  amendment,  and 
proceeded  to  argue  at  some  length  in  opposition 
thereto.  He  said,  substantially,  that  there  were 
many  of  the  petty  officers  of  the  Government  who 
possessed  the  privilege  of  franking;  that  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  were  great  officers  of  the  State, 
at  all  times  liable  to  be  called  here  at  a  moment's 
warning  upon  national  concerns;  that  the  Clerk 
of  this  House,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
were  also  high  and  responsible  officers,  constant- 
ly in  the  public  service,  and  men  better  entitled 
to  the  privilege  than  many  who  possessed  it ;  and 
a  concurrence  in  the  amendment  would  be  con- 
senting to  take  rank  below  the  subordinate  offi- 
cers of  the  Government.  He  knew  that  great 
clamor  had  been  attempted  to  be  raised  on  the 
subject  of  another  (thecompensation)  bill  which 
lately  pa.<ised  the  House;  but  what  political  ma- 
terials are  there,  said  Mr.  R..  which  factious  print- 
ers will  not  work  up  to  serve  their  purposes  ? 
Was  there  a  shadow  of  reason  why  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  should  be  invested 
with  this  privilege,  that  was  not  equally  strong 
in  favor  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this  House? 
a  privilege  possessed  by  the  highest  and  the  low- 
est officer  in  the  public  employ — from  the  Presi- 
dent of  tfie  United  States  to  a  deputy  postmaster, 
who  docs  not  receive  five  dollars  a  year  in  post- 
age. Compare  this  privilege,  said  he.  with  the 
exemption  from  militia  service,  which  is  con- 
ferred on  postmasters,  and  then  decide  the  ques- 
tion. He  could  not  agree  to  the  practice  of  strip- 
ping the  members  of  Congress  of  a  necessary 
privilege,  like  so  many  livery  servants,  twenty 
days  after  ihi;  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  CcTHBEHT  was  in  favor  of  concurrence. 
If  the  privilege  of  frankiog  were  claimed  as  a 
matter  of  compensation,    then,  as   a    matter   of 
compensation,   he   was   opposed    to   it;    i(  as   a 
matter  of  privilege,  then  as    a    matter   of  priv- 
ilege he  was  opposed  to  it.     He  thought  also  that 
instead   of  maintaining  the  dignity  of  the  mem- 
bers  by  contending  for  this   power,    they   were 
putting  themselves  on  a  footing  with  the  subor- 
dinate  officers  of  the   Government  by  it.     The 
President,  he  said,  was  the  Chief  Executive  Ma- 
gistrate, constantly  engaged  in  cor.-esponding  on 
national  concerns,  and   required   an    exemption 
from  the  payment  of  postage.     Whatever  privi- 
leges are  necessary  to  aid  in  conducting  public 
business,  and  not  to  suit  private  convenience,  for 
the  purpose  of  corresponding  with  friends,  dec., 
was  proper,  but  none  others. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  against  concurring  with 
the  Senate  in  their  amendments.  He  thought  if 
there  was  any  necessity  or  propriety  in  the  priv- 
ilege during  the  .session,  it  was  equally  proper 
during  the  recess,  if  members  were  to  be  regarded 
as  public  men.  The  power  of  abusing  the  priv- 
ilege was  no  argument;  how  many  thousand 
deputy  postmasters  were  tiiere  who  could  abuse 
the  privilege,  yet  it  was  not  urged  against  grant- 
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it  lo   the'in.     He  thought  it  was  proper    to 

cWf'Ds  ihe  pijvilege  strictly  to  the  session,  or  to 

;  enjjpnd  it  to  if.e  recess  al>o. 

I   :^r.  REYNcrLUS  was  also  in  favor  of  relaioing 

\  ^i-l  privilege!     An  iraporiant  reason  for  it  was, 

i  'fv^soluiiorr  this  very  day  adopted,  to  make  the 

J  sanding  cofmnillees  permanent  during  the  whole 

'  <J*2rei.s,  wluch  would  involve  them  in  corres- 

.  p^jldence  on  public  business. 

\  ;  l^r.  JacK8(<n  spoke  a   short  lime  against  the 

a^srodment.  ^He  thought  it  important  that  com- 

;  okftiication  tiiould  be  kept  up  during  the  recess, 

'  tnr.ivfen  the  members  and  their  constituents.    In 

■  iUjijI  case.  sai(j  he,  we  should  not  be  presenting 

.  ip^iftioos  on  liie  last  day  of  the  session,  if  a  free 

pfl^nel  of  c^munication  could  be  kept  open. 

lli  |very  poio't  of  view,  without  going  over  the 

t^>[ated,    the   dignified    ground    on    whicii    this 

('^t^tion  stood,  it  ought  to  be  maintained  by  the 

%*^^- 
^^x.  Wrigiut  and  Mr.  Grosvenor  also  made 

uMne  remark;*  ia   favor  of  the   privilege;  after 

tit*ch  the  question  was  decided  in  favor  of  con- 

tvL^ing  with  .the  Senate — yeas  80,  nays  51,  as 

->;6:a8 — Me6tef«.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 

tf^^Baker,  BaErhour,  Bassett,   Bennett,  Bett^,  Brad- 

f.^kj,  Brooks,  JBurnside,  Caldwell,  CiUey,  Comstock, 

(^4|aer,  Crawi'jrd,  Grcighton,  Crocheron,    Cuthbert, 

rjf^mgtOD,     Dnvenport,     Desha,     Edwards,    Forney, 

f|ij»yth,    Gold,   Goldsborough,   Grii&n,  Hahn,    Hale, 

Ifj^.^   Hardin,   tlawes,  Heisler,  Herbert,  Hungerford, 

Jefijtt,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 

L%u 'don,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean 

of »j5entucky,  Mjlnor,  Nelson  of  Massachusetta,  Ncl- 

Vif  Virginia,^  Ormsby,  Harris,  Pickens,  Pickering, 

'P*Hr,    Pitkin,  .'ieasants.   Reed,   Roane,   Root,  Ross, 

'!^<a<ige,  Smith  of   Va.,  Southard,  Stanford,  Stearns, 

iTlii  Telfair,  'f^iroop,  Townsend,  Wallace,  Ward  of 

iNvJ^ork,  Wtvidover,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox, 

i'^^JUt;,  Willou^by,  William  Wilson,  and  Woodward. 

\     f<;'Trs — .Mesafj.  Baer,  Boss,  Breckenndge,  Brown, 

iCi^t^un,  Chanipion,  Chappell,  Clarke  of  North  Car- 

vol^.>v,    Clendennin,    Culpeper,    Gaston,    GrosTenor, 

iH-tj^nond,  Hetjdersen,  Hopkinson,  HuIIhtI,  Ingham, 

jJ&l4»on,  Johnsun  of  Kentucky,  King  of  North  Caro- 

:lin2.  Law,   Lev  is,   Lovett,    Lowndes,   Lyon,   .Marsh, 

-.Miyii,  Mayrant,  McKee,  Middleton,  Moore,  Moselcy, 

;N*.tv>n,  Pinkney,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rug- 

glZ,    Seigeant^  Schenck,  Sharj>e,  Sturges,  Taggarl, 

:TX^^' Vose,  Wtrbsler,  Wilkin,  Thos.  Wilson,  Wright, 

Yi5.*cy,  and  Y.-jtes. 

H'^e  residueiof  the  said  amendments  were  then 
icci^urred  in  by  the  House. 

\J    GENERAL  APPROPRL\TI0N  BILL. 

H^Jie  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
pt«t:of  liie  Couimitiee  of  liie  Whole,  on  the  bill 
m«t<Qg  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
m^iir,  lor  the  year  181G. 

^^e  original  bill  contained  an  appropriation  of 
l\»»Vty-tive  p^  cent,  in  addition  to  the  salaries 
hf-lwiiofore  allo«ived  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  de- 
p^jipients.  Tjiis  increase  of  compensation  was 
st*(^eQ  out  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
a^;Ji>u  thequ^siioa  of  concurring  in  the  araeud- 


Mr.  Culpeper  .said,  he  felt  some  objection  to 
the  indiscriminate  rejection  of  the  addition  first 
proposed.  He  adverted  to  the  areat  depreciation 
of  money,  the  increased  price  of  necessaries,  dec. 
as  a  reason  for  believing  that  an  additional  allow- 
ance was  in  some  cases  necessary.  Mr.  C.  thought 
that  every  man  who  devoted  himself  lo  the  pub- 
lic service  ou^ht  to  be  comfortably  supported; 
he  believed  a  lew  did  already  receive  a  compen- 
sation sufficiently  high,  the  salaries  of  some  being 
$2,0#K),  and  he  would  not,  therefore,  lay  on  the 
twenty-five  per  cent,  indiscriminately;  but,  he 
said,  there  were  individuals  in  the  public  service 
who  were  not  decently  maintained,  and  to  such 
he  Wished  an  increase.  Mr.  C.  thought  a  maxi- 
mum might  with  reason  and  propriety  be  estab- 
lished,  which  no  salary  of  a  clerk  should  exceed, 
and  by  which  others  might  be  graduated. 

When  Mr.  C.  concluded,  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in  by  tiie  House,  without  a  dis^senting 
voice. 

The  House  agreed  successively  lo  ibe  remain- 
ing amendments  of  the  Committee  ;  and  then  or- 
dered the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Low.ndes   the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  oo 
III)  pons. 

The  question  oo  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee,  lo  reduce  ihe  duty  on  unmanu- 
factured wool,  from  15  to  7^  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
being  put — 

Mr.  Root  opposed  the  amendmeui,  and  made 
some  remarks  on  the  impolicy  of  leaving  the 
country  open  lo  foreign  competition,  in  an  article 
which  it  was  so  important  to  encourage  the  do- 
mestic increase  of.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
Doi  agree  to  ihe  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  oo  the 
question. 

The  amendment  was  ttien  agreed  to — yeas  73, 
nays  42,  as  follows: 

Yki8 — .Meura.  Alexander,  .\rcher,  Baer,  Bassett, 
Baylies,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenndge,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport, 
Edwards,  Forney,  Gaston,  Gold,  Grosvenor,  Hahn, 
Hale,  Hardin,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Hungerford,  Ing- 
ham, Kent,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  .Maclay,  Marsh,  Mason. 
McKee,  .McLean  of  Kentucky,  .Middleton,  .Mdnor, 
.Moseley,  Nelson  of  .Massachunetts,  Newton,  Picker- 
ing, Pmkney,  Piper,  Piikin,  Pleasants,  Randolph. 
Reed,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Schenck,  Stanford, 
Stearns,  Sturges, Tate, Throop,  Vose,  Wallace,  WardoJ 
New  Jersey,  Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wendover. 
Wheaton,  William  Wilson,  Woodward,  Yancey,  and 
Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alherton,  Baker,  Barbour. 
Bateman,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burnside,  Caldwell, 
Chappell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Comstock,  Croch- 
eron, Darlington,  Desha,  Forsyth,  Goldsborough,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Heister,  Herbert,  Jewett, 
Johnson,  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  ol 
Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  Moore,  Mur- 
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free,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noye«,  Ormsby,  Parru,  Pick- 
ens, Powell,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Root,  Savage,  Sharpe, 
Smith  of  .Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Townsend,  While- 
side,  Wilcoi,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  WUloughby,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  FoHSYTH  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  amendment  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, to  graduate  the  duty  on  imported  cottons, 
(by  laying  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent.,  for  two 
years,  from  the  30th  of  June,  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  for  two  years  thereafter,  and  then  of  twenty 
per  cent.,)  except  the  last  named  sum;  in  other 
words,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  cottons  to  twenty 
per  cent,  from  June  next. 

This  motion,  involving  the  general  question  of 
the  degree  of  protection  proper  to  be  afforded  to 
domestic  manufactures — 

Mr.  Gaston  rose  and  delivered  his  opinions  in 
opposition  to  the  policy  of  burdening  the  com- 
muniiy^by  an  extravagant  duty  on  imports,  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  domestic  manufac- 
tures.    Mr.  G.  spoke  about  an  hour. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  followed  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question,  in  a  speech  of  about  the  same  length  ; 
when  the  question  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  65,  nays  69,  as  follows: 

Yeab — Messrs.  Archer,  Baer,  Barbour,  Bassett, 
Breckenndge,  Bryan,  Caldwell,  Champion,  CiUey, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bert, Edwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Hale,  Hall,  Hardin,  Heuter,  Henderson,  Her- 
bert, Hugcr,  Hungerford,  Jewetl,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kerr  of  Virgiwa,  I<ewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyon, 
McCoy,  McKee,  .Middleton,  Moore,  Moseley,  .Murlree, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyes, 
Pickens,  Pickering,  Pleasants,  Randolph,  Roane,  Root, 
Ross,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stearns,  Sturges, 
Tale,  Taylor  of  North  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Vose, 
Ward  of  MaaaachusetU,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Woodward, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nais — Messrs.  .\dgate,  Alexander,  .\therton,  Bate- 
man, Baylies,  Bennett,  BetU,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Brooks, 
Calhoun,  Chappell,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crocheron,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Gold,  Grif- 
fin, Hahn,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lyle,  Maclay, 
Marsh,  Ma»on,  .Mayrant,  .McLean  of  Kentucky,  .Mil- 
nor,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Purris,  Pinkney,  Piper,  Piikin, 
Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Savage, 
Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  .Maryland,  Southard,  Tag- 
gart,  Taul,  Throop,  Townsend,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  xNew  Jersey,  Wendover,  WUloughby, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Mr.  Wright  then,  after  declaring  his  belief 
ihat  niany  members  had  voted  on  the  question, 
who,  from  being  interested  in  its  decision,  were 
of  right  excluded  by  a  decision  of  the  House, 
submitted  the  following  proposition,  which  was 
read: 

"Thai  no  member,  being  a  proprietor,  or  having  any 
ahare  in  any  factory  of  cotton  or  cotton  yarn,  was,  by 
the  rules  ot  this  House,  entitled  to  vole  on  the  ques- 
tion fixing  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  articles  of 
cotton  imported  into  America." 

Before  the  question  was  put  on  this  resoluaon. 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 

14th  Con.  1st  Skss.— 42 


Wednesday,  April  3. 
Mr.  Creighton,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  "to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  the 
Slate  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of 
land  reserved  for  the  use  of  that  State,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  >ale  of  lands  forfeited  to  ' 
the  United  Slates,  in  the  district  of  Jeffersonville, 
at  the  land  office  in  said  district. 

Mr.  Easton,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  19th  ot  February  last,  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read, 
when  .Mr.  E.  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain frontier  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri ;  whicil  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Savage,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  annexing  the  county  of  Renssel- 
laer.  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  northern 
district  of  said  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committeeon  Pensionsand  Revolutionary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  pension  of  George  Shannon. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  tides,  to  wit  : 
"An  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of  invalids  in 
certain  cases  ;  lor  the  relief  of  invalids  of  the  mili- 
tia ;  and  for  the  appointment  of  pension  agents  in 
those  States  where  there  is  uo  commissioner  of 
loans,"  and  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1816,"  were 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  ''An  act  to  iocor- 
porate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,"  with  amendments.  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill  •supplementary  to  an  act.  en- 
tilled,  'An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for 
making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ;"  in  which  amendments  and  bill  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
duties  00  imports— .Mr.  Wright's  motion,  to  ex- 
clude from  voting  all  members  concerned  in 
manufacturing,  beingslill  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  regret 
that  his  colleague  had  offered  the  resolution,  and 
made  one  or  two  remarks  on  its  impropriety  i 
after  which, 

The  resolution  was  withdrawn  by  the  mover, 
and  the  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Forsvtu's 
motion,  so  lo  amend  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee respecting  the  duty  on  imported  cottons,  as 
to  substitute  a  duty  thereon  of  twenty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem  from  the  30th  of  June  next. 

Mr.  Wright  proposed  to  modify  this  amend- 
ment, by  makinij  the  duty  twenty-one  per  cent., 
wtiich"  he  thought  was  an  ample  protection,  and 
I  with  which  the  maoufaciurersought  to  be  satisfied. 
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Mf  Smith  o')jected  to  this  modification,  be- 
cau^jil  varied  in  so  small  a  degree  from  the  origi- 
nal ^f^jnon.  He  had  hoped  that  some  gentleman 
woijy'prcpose  to  return  to  the  twenty-five  percent. 
rep<#«tfd  by  the  tJoinraitttee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
whiJaitlje  would  .prefer  as  a  permanent  protection. 

NJi/IIardin  moved  still  further  to  amend  the 
ori^|ifii  motion  by  makini;  the  duty  twenty-five 
per >|»X.  for  two  years  after  June,  and  twenty 
p«r  fV*>'-  thereafter;  which  Mr.  Wright  accept- 
ed a  i.;  modificaiion  of  Ins  motion. 

Ml.  Mason  tiren  spoke  at  considerable  length 
on  ilo  general  question  of  protection,  giving  a 
sumVilry  history  of  the  rise  of  cotton  manufac- 
turt>.|iii  this  country,  and  adducing  various  >tate- 
me&rii^nd  calculations  to  prove  the  necessity  of 
a  hiMJ>:'Juty  in  order  to  sustain  the  existing  man- 
ufaci^t^'s. 

MA^^0PKINS0^  remarked,  that  the  arguments 
suborned  by  Mii.  Mason  were  so  conclusive  on 
his  i^ifr^d  of  the  necessity  of  a  liberal  protection, 
that  ;Fey  had  decided  him  to  vote  for  Mr.  Har- 
din^ i»' umendmen^. 

Mr-  PicKERiNic  argued  a  short  lime  against 
an  pkiravagant  duty,  as  unnecessary  for  a  rea- 
scaa|rf-  protectiob.  not  believing  that  ilie  exl^ting 
naan^i^tures  re«juired  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,,  lur  two  yeatrs;  afier  which,  the  question  on 
Mr.  il«Ri>iN'8  mi)tion  was  decided  in  the  afiirma- 
liv¥-»-%eas  S4.  nijy  60.  as  follows: 

*fl»i« — Messrs.  i.^rcher.  Atherton,  Baer,  Harbour. 
Bu»<uf,  Bradbury. jBreckenridge,  Burnside,  Champion, 
ChiD^W,  Cilley.  (parke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton, 
CuljViftr,  Cuthbei^;,  Edwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaa- 
ton,f>lt«-;l»borough.'  Goodwyn,  Urosvenor,  Hale,  Hall, 
HRniw*,  Hardin,  Ifawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Herbert, 
Hopkij^on,  Huget,  Hungerford,  Jcwett,  Johnson  of 
Va.,i}vwt,  Kerr  o||' Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
LuD^ttiii,  Law,  LefA-is,  Love,  Lovelt,  Lowndes,  hump- 
kin.M(ii;v>n»  McCoy,  McKec,  Middleton,  Moore,  .Mose- 
ley,  J>f«tson  of  Mississippi,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyes, 
Ptclij|J».  Pickering,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Randolph, 
Ree^sfUoane,  Root,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Shcffey,  Smith  of 
Marifl£^,d,  Smith  (»f  Virginia,  Stearnf,  Stuart,  Sturgcs, 
Tagfrjitt.  Tate,  'Paylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair, 
TaQijjj^,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Webster, 
WhJ^ide,  WiIco>,  Wilde,  Woodward.  Wright,  and 
Yan^ «?, . 

^'i*VJ- — Mes-srs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Bate- 
man^  iliiylies,  Bcnjiett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Bo.ss,  Brooks. 
CalljortC,  Chipmirn,  Clendenniii,  Comstock,  Con- 
ner, iq^wford,  C-reighton,  Crocheron,  Darlington, 
I>*'>»^p')rt,  Deshit.  Glasgow,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hahn. 
Hul^cj,    Ingham.,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,    Jackson, 

JohlZ..<iAl    (->»■     Ivnnfiw-l-v      T   «?!/»       Vfa/^l...      Xt I.        »»_ 


Sh«^«^  Southard,: Strong,  Taul,  Throop,  Townsend, 
>V  a>»H\  VVard  o»  New  York,  VVeBdover.  Wheaton, 
Wi^|^ii4  U  illoughl  y,  William  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

IVir.^lASO.N  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
attit^c^ent  bys  rikingout  the  minimum  duty  of 
i^^pjif'-per  cent,  jnd  the  limitation  tu  the  iweuty- 
five^it«-'  cent.,  a.sxeported  originally  bv  the  Com- 
nu  t^eS  I  f  \Vd  y  s  ,i  n  d  M  ea  n  s. 

N^r-iHARDiN  c'^posed  this  motion,  and  wished 
oe  cijt^id  ascerta-n  what  gentlemen  really  want- 

il  ^- 


ed.  They  first  voted  for  thirty  per  cent,  for  two 
years,  then  for  twenty-five,  for  the  same  period; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  next  be  very  wil- 
ling to  accept  twenty  per  cent.  Their  policy- 
seemed  to  be  to  get  all  they  could  and  keep  what 
they  got. 

Mr.  HcLBERT  replied  to  Mr.  Hardin,  denying 
any  impropriety  in  the  course  adopted  by  the 
friends  of  the  manufacturers;  showing  that  they 
had  asked  no  further  protection  than  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  after  long  inquiry,  made  by 
the  order  of  Congress,  and  mature  preparatioii. 
had  recommended  as  a  proper  and  necessary 
encouragement;  that  the  House  have  decided 
agamst  the  thirty-three  per  cent,  reported  in  the 
tariff  of  the  Secretary,  they  wished  only  now  to 
bring  back  the  duty  to  what  was  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Ma^dn.  and  the 
question  of  concurring  oe  disagreeJig  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whokl,  being  the  same.  Mr. 
Mason  withdrew  his  anNMJment.  and  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  agreeiof  with  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  la  their  amendment,  as 
amended  by  Mr.  HARDTif'e  motion. 

On  this  question  there  was  much  desultory  de- 
bale  ;  a  few  only  of  the  gentlemen  who  partici- 
pated entering  into  the  general  subject. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  spoke  in  favor  of  the  gradu- 
ted  duty.  He  argued,  that  as  it  had  been  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  present  protection  only  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  manufacturers,  and  as  they  had 
acknowledged  that  twenty-five  per  cent,  was 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  it  was  of  course  too 
high  for  a  permanent  duty,  and  he  was  opposed 

10  It. 

Mr.  Gaston  replied  to  some  previous  remarks 
of  Mr.  Hulbeht,  and  stated  a  fact,  that  a  major- 
ity of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
at  first  in  favor  of  twenty  per 'cent,  only  until  the 
day  of  the  report,  when  a  compromise  had  taken 
place  with  the  gentlemen  who  wish  a  hi'^her 
duty,  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  reported  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Telfair  spoke  as  follows:  On  the  subject 
of  impost  I  hold  it  a  sound  general  rule  that  no 
other  or  higher  duties  should  be  laid  than  are  both 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  purposes  of  revenue. 
To  attempt  more,  necessarily  increases  the  in- 
ducements to  smuggling;  and  if  the  encourage- 
rnenl  of  manufactures  be  the  object,  it  is.  in  ef- 
fect, to  plunge  on  the  wide  ocean  of  unceriaioty, 
guided  by  factitious  lights,  emanating  from  the 
selfishness  alone  of  those  who  tender  them,  and 
which  aever  can  be  relied  upon  for  the  purposes 
of  wise  legislation. 

I  will  not  deny  but  that,  iu  the  iraposiiioa  of 
duties  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  it  is  wise  so  to 
select  your  objects  that  while  the  original  intent 
IS  secured,  the  interest  of  the  manufacturer  may 
be  regarded  as  an  incidental  consideration.  But 
what  IS  the  character  of  the  measure  before  you  ? 
Instead  of  contemplating  the  protection  and  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  as  secondary  or 
collateral,  it  refers  to  them  as  the  primary  and 
essential  cau.se  of  legislation  ;  instead  of  the  ben- 
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efits  flowing  to  them  being  considered  merely  as 
some  alleviation  of  burdens,  made  necessary  by 
the  wants  of  the  Government,  their  encourage- 
ment has,  in  the  whole  course  of  the  discussion, 
been  placed  in  the  foreground,  and  admitted  to  be 
the  principal  object  for  which  so  enormous  a  tax 
is  laiJ  upon  the  people  of  this  country — a  tax.  the 
proceeds  of  which,  so  far  as  ii  means  protection. 
are  never  to  enter  the  coffers  of  the  nation,  but! 
by  a  species  of  magic,  transferred  from  the  hands 

of  the  consuHier  into  those  of  the  manufacturer 

paid  by  the  people  indeed,  but  not  for  the  purposes 
of  Government. 

The  support  of  this  bill  rests  upon  two  consid- 
erations.    First,  it  is   urged   that  the  course  of 
measures  pursued  by  Government  for  some  time 
previous  to.  as  well  as  during  the  war.  had  the 
tendency  of  a  pledge  of  support.     This  sugges- 
tion involves  a  principle  of  more  importance  than 
at  the  first  glance  will  appear.     Is  it  to  be  held 
that,  if  the  Government  in  the  pursuit  of  some 
important  object,  either  the  establishment  of  its 
rights,  or  the  avenging  its  wrongs,  shall  pursue  a  i 
course  ol  measures,  the  indirect  and   undesi«rned  i 
tendency  of  which  shall  be  to  foster  anv  particu- 
lar species  of  industry,   that  thence  it  derives  a 
claim  to  future  encouragement  and   protection, 
even  at  the  expense  of  all  others  1     To  what  an 
infinite  order  of  pledges   would   such   a  system  i 
give  rise?     Scarcely  a  single  variation  can    be  I 
made  in  the  ordinary  policv  of  the  nation  but 
must  engender  an   obligation   of  this   kind.     A  : 
change  from  peace  to  war  necessarily  injures  the  I 
immediate  interests   of  commerce  and   agricul- 
ture ;  a  return  of  peace  alike  injures  those"  insti- 
tutions which  grow  up  amid  the  circumstances  I 
of  war.     Is  the  nation,  after  all  these  changes  and  i 
effects,  to  hold  itself  as  bound  to  corapen^te  the  ' 
losses  of  those  who  may  have  suffered  ?     I   pre-  ' 
surae  this  will  not  be   urged.     But  I  may  be  told  ' 
that  the  manufacturing  class  constitutes  so  small 
a  portion  of  the  community,  that,  while   public  | 
policy   requires  it,  they  may  be  sustained  by  less  • 
injury  to  the  others  and  less  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and   therefore   they  should  be  upheld.  ' 
Sir,  I  deem  it  unsafe  to  legislate  for  particular 
interests.     Did  not  the  interest  of  the   merchant 
and  the   planter  suffer  under  those  very  causes 
which  cherished  the  manufacturer?     While  the 
latter  was  accumulating  wealth,  were  not  the  for- 
mer consuming  their  capital  ?     And  because  they 
now  begin   to  derive  a   profit,  is  it  wise  and  just 
in  us  to  rob  them  of  it  by  increasing  the  expenses 
of  articles  of  consumption,  merely  to  contribute 
such  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer  as  will  enable 
him    to    derive  something  like    hn    accustomed 
profits  ?     And  upon  what  evidence  are  you  about 
to  award  the  protection  asked  for  ?     You  are  told 
by  the  persons  interested,  that,  without  some  aid 
from  the  Government,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  sustain  the  shock  of  foreign  importations 
which  threatens  to  overwnelm  them.     They  ex- 
hibit to  you  no  particular  statements,  but. in  gen- 
eral call  for  duties,  almost   aDiounting  to  prohi- 
bition, of  the  articles  upon  which  ih^  are  laid. 
You  are  not  advised  of  the  expeaseswhey  have 


incurred  in  fonnding  their  establishments  ;  of  the 
price  of  labor  to  be  employed  in  supporting  them ; 
of  the  costs   of  the   raw  material ;  of  the  profit 
which  they  are  in  the  habit  of  enjoyin*.  or  which 
may  be  necessary  for  them  to  ouilive^the  storm. 
But.  in  your  munificence,  you  are  about  to  allovr. 
by  way  of  bounty,  five  per  cent,  more  than  is  re- 
quired  for  revenue  upon   cottons  and   wooUent, 
which  is  as  much  as  the  duties  during  the  war, 
and  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  those  prior 
to  the  war.     In  words  you  are  called   upon  for 
protection,  but  what  are  the  ideas  involved  in  this 
phrase?     Why.  that  the  planter  of  this  country, 
who  consumes  the  article  manufactured,  shall  be 
made  to  pay  the  difference  between  the  wages  of 
labor   in  the  factory  and  field,  together  with  the 
difference  of  profit  which   superior  skill   in   the 
foreign    manufacturer   gives  over   the  manufac- 
turer of  this  country.     In  one  word,  all  articles 
are  made  dear  to  the  consumer,  whether  of  for- 
eign   or    domestic    fabrication,    merely   that   the 
manufacturer  may  derive  a  profit  upon  his  capi- 
tal.    Now,  let  me  ask.  said  Mr.  T.,  is  the  agri- 
culture of  this  country  in  a  condition  sufficiently 
thriving  to  make  this  sacrifice?     Are  its  profits 
and  improvements  such  as  to  enable  it  to  spare 
the  amount  required?     Is  the  Government  pre- 
pared to  say  that,  after  an  expensive  war  which 
has  embarrassed  its  finances,  or  the  people,  after 
the  privations  incident  upon  it,  to  admit,  that  it 
is  wise  to  grant  such  a  donation  with  no  better 
evidence  ot  lis  necessity,  and  no  better  proofs  of 
its  efficacy  and   policy   than  the   testimony  ad- 
duced?     But  the  agriculturist  in  Europe — and 
if  we  commence  the  system  of  protection  and 
favoritism,  the  agriculturist  here — will   be  con- 
tinually inrtuenceJ  by  the  selfish  doctrines  of  this 
class  of  men.  which  have  so  often  succeeded  in 
inducing  him  to  believe  that  their,  and  not  his, 
was  the  public  interest.     Their  policy  is.  and  ever 
has  been,  to  diminish  competition,  while  they 
extended  the  sphere  of  their  own  market.    Hence. 
every  suggestion   flowing  from  this  class  of  the 
community,  whatever  be  the  individual  integrity 
of  character  of  its  members,  should  be  examined 
with  scrupulousness  and  even  suspicion. 

The  amount  of  surplus  duty  has  been  fairly, 
and  has  been  truly,  estimated  at  five  millions  of 
dollars  ;  for.  in  estimating  the  sacrifices  made  by 
the  people  of  this  country,  it  is  but  just  to  add  the 
amount  laid  beyond  the  requisitions  of  the  reve- 
nue to  the  deficit  which  will  arise  from  its  oper- 
ation as  a  prohibition  to  importations — for  the 
latter  must  be  made  up  by  other  objects  of  taxa- 
tion ;  and.  therefore,  so  much  of  the  land,  as  well 
as  other  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  up 
this  deficit,  may,  and  ought  to  be  trxken  into  the 
estimate  which  attempts  to  appreciate  the  bounty 
which  the  people  have  to  pa^  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  cupidity  of  a  fewrnanufacturers.  and  to  give 
trial  to  the  theory  of  a  few  politicians. 

But  the  second  consideration,  and  that  which 
is  most  relied  on,  arises  from  the  policy  of  other 
nations,  and  promises  a  more  permanent  security 
to  the  independence  of  this  people.  Imposing, 
indeed,  is  such  a  ground  of  argument ;  and  if  the 
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ind'pt^ijence  of  fhis  nation  cither  required  or 

cou»d.l^iguaraali«.d  by  this  bil).  abhorrent  indeed 
wouH<S'i|J  *'l  oppohiiion  to  it ;  but.  believing,  as  I 
do,  ik^^ithe  liberties  of  this  people,  and  the  inde- 
depe(j(|t|ice  of  this  Government,  rest  on  a  basis 
too  0i;4iy  '*"i  *°  'h^'''  ^^""y  genius  and  nature  to 
requiJK  inch  protection,  for  one  I  will  not  consent 
to  ad^f  ^  ihe  measure  proposed.  After  having  ad- 
Tanc!»i|  Id  prosperfiy  and  improvement  far  beyond 
the  iljarrb  of  anyjother  nation  on  the  globe,  in 


to  this  naode  of  faeilitatiog  the  collection  of  taxes 

by  creating  protuberances  upon  the  body  politic, 
are  we  to  be  influenced  by  their  examples?  Be- 
cause monopolies  have  for  ages  become  familiar- 
ized to  them,  are  we  to  disregard  the  evidence  in 
favor  of  an  unshackled  pursuit  of  our  own  inter- 
est, and  in  despite  of  the  warning  voice  of  these 
very  nations,  which  attests  the  ruinous  effects  of 
such  a  |)olicy  upon  every  principle  held  sacred  by 
the  friends  of  freedom,  are  we  to  give  aid  to  a  fa- 
vorite class  of  the  community  by  a  tax  upon  the 


the  .s^|mi  period  of^iime,  you  are  now  called  upon 

to  re;tcrthe  admojjitions  of  experience,  and  adopt  I  rest  ?  Like  the  Stale  banks,  sir,  tiiese  manufac 
a  part  m  the  very  j)olicy  which,  with  reference  to  1  tures  grew  up  while  a  state  of  war  gave  a  fever- 
the  |'*^lie  of  Eurirpe,  is  congenial,  because  it  de-  '  ish  heat  to  our  political  atmosphere,  because  the 
notes  P^4,  absence  uf  all  ideas  of  self-government,  i  temporary  wants  of  the  people  and  the  Govero- 
You  »*»>♦  about  to  ;ibjure  that  principle  which  was  :  ment,  and  tlie  sluggish  state  of  trade,  required 
peculiarly  your  o\^*D,  and  the  oETspring  of  freedom,  I  them.  The  return  of  peace  has  dimini.'hed  the 
of  lea»3rg  industiy  free  to  its  own  pursuit  and  '  demand  for  the  paper  of  the  one  and  the  fabrics 
reguliit'Jn,  and  to  jssume  to  yourself  the  capacity  |  of  the  other;  they  may  both  be  said  to  have  de- 
preciated in  their  relative  value.  The  deprecia- 
tion of  bank  paper,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  ar- 
rested in  its  progress,  the  combination  of  these 
moneyed  monopolists  broken  as  to  all  capacity 
for  harm,  by  the  esta.blishment  of  a  bank,  govern- 
ed in  part  by  ourselves,  and  by  other  ulterior  mea- 
sures in  contemplation.  But,  when  the  diflerent 
manufacturing  Stales  may  have  deemed  it  wise 
to  follow  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  and  in- 


anci  ri^t  of  jud^.Mng  and  dictating  that  labor 
rh!Cli.f<  wisest  and  best  for  the  people  of  this 
coaatrt*  The  extent  of  territory,  the  exuberance 
of  aur(|)il,  the  goiiius  of  our  people,  the  princi- 
ples ef>>ur  political  institutions,  have  in  their 
corobiu.^»ion  decrt-Vd,  as  by  a  law  of  nature,  that, 
for^ycai^  lo  come;  the  citizens  of  America  shall 
obliii5-i*eir  subsi>ience  by  agriculture  and  com- 
merCt'L  5ind  we,  iu  our  wi'^dom,  would  fain  issue 

a  cc^Uutgr  order,  to  withdraw  industry  from  its  corporate  the  different  manufacturing  establisb- 
natur^t^ud  accustomed  channels,  and.  by  our  i  inents,  grant  them  exclusive  privileges,  prop  them 
laws, -f^il^e  ioio  a  *iate  of  prematurity  the  manu-  by  by-laws,  and  regard  them  as  favorites,  how,  I 
of  this  country.  But  we  are  ^  ask.  are  you  to  control  the  mighty  combination 
d  absurd  in  us,  to  which  such  a  policy  would  give  rise,  for  they 
can  concert  as  well  as  the  Stale  banks?  Will 
you,  in  such  event,  open  the  flood-gates,  and  let 
in  the  ocean  of  foreign  goods  threatening  to  over- 
whelm them  ?  Certainly  not ;  and  yet  this  would 
be  the  only  corrective  left  you. 

Sir,  while  these  establishments  grow  as  other 
branches  of  industry  have  done,  I  shall  feel  for 
them  no  hostility  ;  on  theconirary.  my  preference 
sideiflb^X portion  w^ich  is  thrown  in  to  mdke  up  !  weuld  be  given  to  articles  manufactured  by  them; 
his  '.rofci;.  Is  not.Jthen.  the  productive  labor  ol  but  their  interest  once  identified  with  that  of  the 
the  ''-oL^^ry  therebi'  dimiuished?  Has  not  a  great  !  Government,  and  I  do  fear  them, 
porlion*^^  It  been  thrown  away,  unless  some  great  [  It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  arts  flourish  in 
benefiii;  derived  fjom  this  new  direction  of  in- ,  the  society  of  each  other ;  not  so,  however,  in  their 
dustTy|*And  is  ihv  policy  of  other  Governments  ;  infancy,  while  both  are  attempted  to  be  encour- 
to  be  \4fii*d  as  suffiiient  jusiificatioo  ?  It  must  be  aged  at  the  same  time,  do  the  manufactures  and  the 
borne  i^^^iind.  that  jhecircumstancesof  our  coun-  navy  spring  up.  For  all  the  protection  given  to  the 
try  ;,r**|litally  difffreni  from  those  of  Europe  ;  formeris  a  deduction  from  the  supporlof  the  latter, 
thene,  a^^owded  pojpnlation  causes  it  to  be  an  ob-  !  But  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
jectofri'l  naiiona-,  importance  to  discover  means  ^  uoun)  reproaches  us  with  a  disposition  to  relapse 
of  eTiyi^menl  for  jhe  many  bands  which  would  i  into  a  stale  of  ease— a  generality  of  expression 
othefHl*!  encumbt  •  society.  With  us,  however,  not  easily  definable.  Is  the  doctrine  which  leaves 
the  Crtjii  IS  widely  different.  Here,  every  hand  ,  industry  to  those  pursuits  which  formed  the  he- 
would. 
and 
bouot 


fac.-urJM  enterprise  ol  this  counlr 
toldi  i(>([ouid  be  ^le,  weak,  and 
whHe  V^  the  powers  of  Europe  are  devising  plans 
for  th«^  I'ncouragehient  of  manufactures,  to  let 
them  s|^nate  for  ijvant  of  national  aid.  To  this 
I  answif.  that  such^are  the  profits  and  enjoyments 
flowiarf Jrora  lab^r  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
life  w.iiftiis,  that  ypu  cannot  draw  off  the  citizen 
and  !er||i  him  to  ^  new  and  less  active  pursuit, 
ritljDUiyobbing  frjtrn  the  national  wealth  a  con- 


.kI^J  ample  einployment  in  tilling  the  earth;  I  roes  of  New  Orleans,  braced  their  muscles  and 
tR*i'calls  of  cociety  are  sufficient,  without  !  fired  their  souls,  which  developed  a  power  to  con- 
t<.lo  give  occiipatiou  to  such  as  prefer  other    test  for  the  trident  of  the  ocean,  evincive  of  a  dis- 


em^ovienis  to  ih^se  ot  agriculture.  And  every 
occiipA;^^n  which  ji  quires  the  aid  of  bounty,  con- 
tains wifh'ti  i'self  H  proof  that  it  is  not  produc- 
tive ot'  iipiiunal  wti>altli,  though  it  may  be  of  na- 
tional ^^ry.  1  mi^sl  protest  against  the  iiabit  of 
res&ri.s'^io  the  regtilations  of  other  governments, 
as  ru!4!^)y  which  lo  quadrate  our  own.  Because 
the  Gtv^rnmenls  c^  the  Old  World  have  resorted 


pos4tion  to  countenance  a  course  of  ease  ?  If  ease 
and  aversion  lo  too  much  regulation  on  the  part 
of  Government  mean  the  same  thing,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  see  It  indulged  for  the  benefit  of  this  na- 
tion. If  the  contrary  of  ease  means  the  slate  ia 
which  all  Europe  is  concerned,  then  am  I  the 
mure  anxious  to  retain  to  this  people  that  stale  of 
ease  which  defies  too  much  regulation. 
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Mr.  Gold. — The  situation  of  the  district  which 
I  "have  the  honor  to  represent  in  this  House,  the 
numerous  petitions  which  have  been  committed 
to  me  by  my  constituents,  to  be  presented  to  the 
House  for  relief,  under  pressing  embarrassments, 
make  it  my  duty  to  address  the  House  on  this 
occasion. 

It  is  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  distinct  class  of  manu- 
facturers who  have  petitioned  Congress  for  relief, 
but  almost  all  classes,  and  principally  the  farmers, 
have  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  woollen 
and  cotton,  and  now  pray  at  your  hands  the  pro- 
tection of  their  interests,  put  in  so  great  jeopardy. 
It  is  proper,  I  should  state,  after  the  example  of 
some  who  have  preceded  me  in  debate,  that  I  too 
have  a  concern  in  those  manufactures. 

Let  not  any  honorable  gentleman  be  alarmed 
by  the  apprehension  that  a  general  system  of 
manufactures  is  about  to  be  introduced  ;  that  this 
country  is  now  lo  attempt  the  manufacture  of 
the  almo5t  endless  list  of  goods  contained  in  the 
importer's  invoice;  no.  sir,  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion, but  simply,  will  you  uphold  the  present 
manufactureA  of  woollen  and  cotton,  against  the 
inundation  of  foreign  fabrics,  co-operating  with 
the  unexampled  price  of  cotton,  to  their  de-^truc- 
tion? 

The  manufactures  in  question  are,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
has  in  his  Message  so  strongly  recommended  them 
lo  the  protection  of  Congress,  of  primary  want 
or  necessity  ;  they  are  indispensable  to  the  com- 
munity, and  whenever  the  country  shall  be  in- 
volved in  war  with  Great  Britain  (from  whom 
we  receive  our  supplies,  and  with  whom  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  trade  are  greatly  exposed  to  in- 
terruption) the  same  disgraceful  scenes  of  smug- 
gling, fraud,  and  perjuries,  will  be  reacted  This 
eveut  IS  inevitable  ;  there  is  no  other  resort  ;  if 
the  country  does  not  furnish  the  goods,  they  will 
be  procured  from  abroad.  It  is  no  light  consid- 
eraiion,  that  our  country  supplies  the  raw  material 
of  both  wool  and  cotton,  while  the  whole  of  the 
former  and  about  half  of  the  latter,  which  enters 
inlo  the  manufacture  of  imported  goods,  are  of 
foreign  growth,  and  much  of  the  cotton  of  an  in- 
ferior quality. 

Arkwrighi's  machinery  has  produced  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  manufacture  uf  cotton  ;  the  invention 
is  so  excellent,  the  effect  in  saving  labor  so  im- 
mense, that  five  or  six  men  are  sufficient  for  the 
management  ol  a  factory  of  two  tiiousand  spindles, 
spinning  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  twist 
or  yarn  yearly  ;  the  other  hands  are  mere  child- 
ren, whose  labor  is  of  little  use  in  any  other  branch 
of  industry.  The  nation  which  does  not  avail 
itself  of  ihis  machinery,  and  pays  another  nation 
for  fabrics  produced  by  it,  sacrifices,  in  the  situa- 
tion the  United  Slates  are  now  placed,  the  entire 
valueofthe  abridged  labor  saved  by  the  machinery. 
It  is  a  maxim  of  political  economy,  laid  down  by 
Sir  James  Stewart,  that  '"a  nation  ought  to  re- 
strain, by  duly  on  importation,  that  which  may 
be  produced  at  home,  and  to  manufacture  as  much 
as  possible  of  the  raw  material." 

The  same  write:  says,  that  a  new  manufacture 


encouragement, 


cannot  be  established  without 
without  restraint  on  importation  ;  old  establish 
ments  in  possession  of  the  ground,  in  possession 
of  capital,  (a  most  important  consideration.)  ia 
possession  of  extended  machinery,  with  all  the 
fruits  of  experience  in  skill  and  economy,  actuated 
by  i  jealousy  against  rival  establishments,  rising 
into  competition,  which  never  sleeps,  never  did 
cease,  in  any  age  or  country,  to  exert  their  undi- 
vided force  upon  these  rival  establishments,  and 
for  a  time  to  make  sacrifices  in  the  sale  of  their 

fjoods.  The  Government  itself,  not  unfrequently 
ends  itself  by  bounties  on  exports,  to  such  unhal- 
lowed designs  upon  the  manufactures  of  other  na- 
tions ;  where  these  nations  have,  as  is  the  case  of 
the  United  States,  been  long  the  great  customers 
and  consumers  of  the  fabrics  of  ;-uch  Government. 
Is  this  mere  declamation,  or  is  the  charge  supported 
by  facts,  attested  by  the  most  respectable  writers 
on  political  economy  ? 

"  Combinations  by  those  engaged  in  a  particular 
branch  of  business  in  one  country  to  frustrate  the  first 
efforts  to  introduce  it  into  another,  by  temporary  sacri- 
fices, recompensed,  perhaps,  by  extraordinary  indemni- 
fications of  the  Government  of  such  country,  are  believed 
to  have  existed,  and  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  destitute 
of  probability.  Tbe  existence  or  assurance  of  aid  froia 
the  Government  of  the  country,  in  which  the  business 
is  to  be  introduced,  may  be  essential  to  fortify  adven- 
turers against  the  dread  of  such  combinations,  to  defeat 
their  effects  if  formed,  and  to  prevent  their  being 
formed,  by  demonstrating  that  they  must  in  the  end 
prove  fruitless." 

This  is  the  language  of  Secretary  Hamilton, 
one  of  the  brightest  stars  in  our  political  hemis- 
phere, in  his  report  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  manufactures,  in  the  year  1791.  He 
further  says,  in  the  same  report — 

"  It  is  well  known  (and  particular  examples  in  the 
course  of  this  report  will  be  cited)  that  certain  nations 
grant  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  particular  com- 
modities, to  enable  their  own  workmen  to  undersell 
and  supplant  all  competitors  in  the  country  to  which 
those  commodities  are  sent." 

The  enlightened  Secretary  stands  fully  sup- 
ported in  his  opinions  by  the  annals  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Provincial  Governors  in  America 
with  that  Board,  (as  recorded  by  Anderson  on 
Commerce)  for  above  half  a  century.  The  great 
Earl  of  Chatham,  the  least  hostile  of  the  British 
Ministry  to  America,  in  his  speech  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  the  address  to  the  King  in  1770.  (2d 
vol.  of  his  life,  p.  92.)  declares  his  great  alarm 
for  the  manufacturing  interests  of  Great  Britain, 
at  the  first  efforts  at  manufactures  in  America. 
The  same  alarm  was  manifested  at  ihe  non-im- 
portation associations  of  the  American  Colonies 
mider  the  stamp  act  of  1765,  and  those  associa- 
tions forced  from  the  Ministry  the  repeal  of  that 
darling  measure. 

Mr.  Brougham,  a  distinguished  British  writer, 
in  his  "  inquiry,"  published  in  1803,  stales,  that 
"  the  mere  hat  manufactory  of  Massachuselis  was 
an  object  of  jealousy  to  the  British  Legislature." 
He  further  states,  that  "statutes  were  passed  in 
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the  r^in  of  George  the  2d,  prohibiting  the  erec-  [  attempts  to  transfer  her  artisans  or  the  instruments 

Turnaces,  ice.  in  America."  ^  - 

uDorable  Aember  of  this  House  from  Con- 
nerti«i^,  in  bis  invaluable  treatise  on  "Statistics,'' 


manu 


reccD'*?  publisheJ,  pages  5,  6,  and  9,  has  given  a 
just  d^fiL-ription  of  the  continuing  hostile  policy 
of  C«ff^.  Britain  ;o  American  manufactures. 

^F%1  what  otiier  principle,  sir,  can  it  be.  that 
hitb^l^  double  duties  have  added  nothing  to  the 
pricf'^jj  cottons  in  the  market? 

IbA-Ajeave,sir.r>iJW  to  refer  to  the  Parliamentary 
histrtfylof  the  intt-resiing  events  which  led  to  the 
enti<(  <!iclusion  uf  India  cotton  fabrics  from  con- 
sumpi^in  in  Gre%(  Britain.  In  this  we  shall  find 
a  piciTie  of  our  o«vd  times,  the  same  causes  oc- 
curriiig)  to  opprejjs  manufactures,  and  a  remedy 
mucI.)|ore  sevet»"  for  the  evil  is  now  proposed. 
I  rcjA-rev'T'  ^0  ihP  '^'^  ^'t*'-  page  677  and  941,  of  An- 
der^oi^^  Commerce,  continued  by  Combe,  under 
the  ye'i  17S7.  From  this  history  the  following 
facu  ajM^ear : 

Th^JTArkwrigbi's  machinery,  then  recently  in- 
vepteifkiad  produced  a  revolution  in  the  cotton 

multure. 

Ya^f'such  are  the  difficulties  attending  the  es- 
lalvWfeifiieDt  of  new  manufactures,  that,  had  India 
coiioi^jContinued  to  be  imported  it  would  have 
destrc^d  the  colt  rn  man  uiactures  of  Great  Britain. 

Th^/the  East  India  Company  actually  reduced 
she  pn^es  of  thej  goods  above  20  per  cent.,  for 
the  ptO^ose  of  underselling  and  ruinioc:  the  Brit- 
ishj^n^fritifacture. 

ThitiVame  Eas:  India  Company  is  now  raising 
the  saj^i-?  weapon  against  the  American  manu- 
facture^ aided  in  this  by  Great  Britain,  which 
that  C|;^pany  wtelded  against  the  British  in  1787. 
and  ll4>^effect  in  prostrating  them  is  as  certain. 
If  t-lie  ['yitish  fac^ries  could  not  sund  against  the 
Eajt  I  r'l^ia  importation,  how  is  it  possible  that  the 
Anu;r  ijiii  can  7  . 

Th^liiesent  ruinous  state  of  our  cotton  facto- 
riesr,  afi^  that  many  of  them  are  wholly  suspended. 
oth*r!^*artially.  must  be  known  to  many  mem- 
ber*  c7  jhis  Houii'.  who  have  no  concern  in  the 
establ**>ments.  He  who  listens  to  and  acts  upon 
suggttiions  to  thf  contrary,  will  hereafter  expe- 
rieocLi^ep  regrei. 

l.pxweed  10  ncUice  some  objections  to  encour- 
agijjg*rfj>anufactiires.  It  is  said,  that  -industry 
ought|f«(>  be  left  tree  to  its  own  course."  Now, 
sir,  ib|iiis  true  or  false,  according  to  circumstan- 
ces. |j»ke  most  i.iaxims,  it  is  to  be  received  with 
qualif|fiktions  and  exceptions.  If  other  nations 
adoptive  rule,  it  ).s  generally  true  ;  but  if  a  nation 
like  G|%at  Britain  shall  swell  her  negotiations  on 
mauuLctures  and  commerce  into  a  system — into 
volutik|; — secured  by  severe  penalties,  assuming 
to  m4i.tfacture  fyr  the  world,  and  excluding  the 
mj|nu|Jctures  of  all  the  world  ;  if  this  great  pol- 
icy i|«pursued  ^vith  a  steady  eye  from  century 
tocerJ{;ry.  by  which  a  wealth  and  power  is  ac- 
quire'#uhat  no  nation  of  so  small  territory  ever 
aitaio:«i!,  does  the  maxim  apply  ? 

Sc  vvere  was  ihe  regulation  in  Great  Britain, 
that  ':  p^h  of  fortigo  wool  was  by  statute,  in  the 
reigt  u^  Henry  IJ..  required  to  be  burned.     All 

;  *: 
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of  manufacture  to  other  nations  are  severely  pun- 
ished. At  times  a  bounty  is  given  on  the  export 
of  goods,  as  well  as  on  the  import  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial. As  to  India  cotton  fabrics,  the  admission 
for  consumption  is  prohibited  in  France,  Holland, 
and  other  European  Governments,  as  well  as  by 
Great  Britain. 

Agriculture  is  certainly  the  great  and  favorite 
theatre  of  industry  in  the  United  States,  and,  so 
long  as  our  surplus  products  can  find  a  good  for- 
eign market,  it  should  be  the  first  object.  But, 
how  is  this  fact?  With  the  exception  of  a  pe- 
riod of  war,  no  such  market  is  found,  and  the 
grain  of  our  country  raised  beyond  consumption 
must  rot  in  the  granary.  Lord  SheflBeld,  in  his 
American  Commerce,  (page  20,)  states  that  there 
never  was  a  good  market  for  American  flour  and 
wheat  for  more  than  three  or  four  yearf.  Though 
Europe  is  not  recovered  from  the  shock  of  war, 
yet  Great  Britain  is  now  giving  a  bounty  on  the 
export  of  grain.  Where  can  the  United  States 
now  look  for  a  market  for  her  grain  equal  to  that 
at  home  ? 

No  friend  of  his  country  can  look  at  the  enor- 
mous importation  of  goods  into  the  United  States, 
the   past   year,   without   conc«>rn.      The   Britinh 
accounts  give  thirty  millions  sterling  (above  one 
hundred   and    thirty    millions  of  dollars)  as  the 
amount  of  her  exporiof  goods  to  the  United  States 
while  our  whole  export  to  Great  Britain  is  twenty- 
one  millions  only.     Is  it  possible  to  see  such  a 
course  of  trade  in  any  other  light  than  as  most 
ruinous  to  the  country  ?     •'  If  the  balance  of  trade 
be  against  a  nation,  it  is  her  interest  to  put  a  stop 
to  it,"'  IS  the  language  of  Sir  James  Stewart.     To 
ascertain  the  exact   balance  of  trade   is  always 
difficult,  but  It  IS  manifest  that  the  United  States 
cannot  continue  this  present  course  of  trade  with 
Great  Britain  half  a  dozen  years  without  ruioous 
consequences.     The  trade  of  the  United  States 
with  Great  Britain  has  always  been,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  both  countries,  as  against  the  United  States; 
but  the  balance  against  the  United  States  wa.s 
reimbursed  by  the  favorable  trade  with  the  West 
Indies  and  other  ports,  which  are  now  in  a  great 
degree  closed  on  us.     The  British  Government 
appears  at  length  to  have  adopted  a  new  course^ 
ol  policy,  strongly  recommended  by  Mr.  Ander- 
son, the  commercial  advocate  of  her  American 
provinces,  who  published  his  book  in  1814.     By 
this  policy  the  United  States  are  to  be  excluded 
from  the  commerce  of  the  British  West  Indies, 
and  resort  is  to  be  had  to  the  Canadas  and  New 
Brunswick   for    supplies    for    the    West    indies. 
Hence,  very  heavy  duties  are  laid  on  the  admis- 
sion of  cargoes  m  American  ships,  and  our  com- 
merce is  to  be  hedged  in  on  every  side. 

The  importation  of  cotton  goods  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  British  possessions  has  been  much 
greater  than  is  generally  supposed.  In  each  of 
the  years  1S06  and  1807,  it  was.  from  England, 
nineteen  millions  of  dollars;  from  Scotland  and 
Calcutta,  about  five  millions.  During  the  last 
year  the  importation  must  have  been  nearly  dou- 
ble this  amount. 
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It  is  further  objected,  that  our  manufacturers 
will  extort  extravagant  prices,  and  the  prices  dur- 
ing the  last  year  are  referred  to  in  support  of  the 
objection.  Is  this  charge  against  manufacturers 
just?  Does  not  every  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee know  that  the  charge  applies  equally  against 
all  classes  during  the  late  war?  Did  not  the 
merchant  who  had  cloths  on  hand  profit  equally 
by  the  times  ?  Did  he  not  impose  100  per  cent, 
profit  on  his  peace  importation  ?  Was  not  the  set- 
tled order  of  things  unhinged  by  the  war.  and  did 
not  all  classes  exact  the  most  extravagant  prices  7 
If  the  manufacture  of  cottons  were  a  mystery,  con- 
fined to  a  few,  there  might  be  foundation  for  the 
objection  ;  but.  the  fact  is.  the  manufacture  is 
simple — machine  makers  greatly  multiplied — and 
the  manufacture  is  now  actually  spread  over  more 
than  half  of  the  United  States.  It  began  in  the 
East,  has  spread  to  the  West,  and  has  now  actu- 
ally passed  the  mountain'.  Instead  of  concert  to 
raise  prices,  competition  and  the  spirit  of  under- 
selling prevail  to  such  an  extent,  that  sales  are 
often  made  without  a  profit. 

Justice  to  different  portions  of  the  Union,  and 
the  harmony  of  the  whole,  require  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures. 

While  the  South  has,  from  the  export  of  her 
cotton  and  tobacco  alone,  received  about  thirty 
millions  the  last  year,  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  having  no  such  great  staples,  must  of  ne- 
cessity turn  their  attention  to  manufacturing,  or 
become  greatly  impoverished,  to  the  injury  of  the 
whole.  The  relinquishment  of  the  port  duties 
by  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  to  the  amount 
of  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  customs,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  creates  an  equitable 
claim  to  such  an  adjustment  of  the  duties  as  shall 
tavor  and  protect  the  interests  of  those  States. 

The  amount  of  duties  now  proposed  on  cottons 
and  woollens  will  be  found,  on  examination,  to 
be  less  than  the  average  of  the  specific  duties. 
The  reason  of  the  former  low  duties  on  woollens 
and  cottons  will  be  found  in  the  consideration 
that  at  that  time  the  manufacture  had  not  been 
in  any  degree  established  in  the  United  States. 
Had  the  manufacture  been  established  to  the 
extent  it  is  now.  instead  of  the  lowest,  a  much 
higher  rate  of  duties  would  have  been  imposed. 

Mr.  Ingham  spoke  m  reply  to  the  statements 
and  arguments  offered  by  Mr.  GaoTo.n  yesterday. 

Mr.  Mason  again  advocated  a  high  duty,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  limitation  of  two  years 
to  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  and  insert  four  years. 
This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  67.  noes  72. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then  proposed  to 
make  the  limit  of  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  duty 
three  years,  instead  of  two. 

This  motion  was  carried,  ayes  79.  noes  71 — 
and  then  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  as  amended,  (twenty-five  per  cent, 
for  three  years,  and  twenty  per  cent,  thereafter,) 
was  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

The  House  then  proceeded  with  the  remain- 
ing amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  commit- 
tee on  reducing  the  duty  on  imported  iron  from 


seventy-five  to  45  cents  per  one  hundred  weight, 
Mr.  BrRNSiDE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in — for  the  amend- 
ment S*^'.  against  it  51.  as  follows: 

Yeas — MessrE.  Alexander,  Archer,  Alherton,  Bar- 
bour, Baylies,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenhdge,  Bryan, 
Caldwell.  Champion,  Chappell,  Chipman,  Cilley, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton.  Culpeper,  Cuthberl,  Davenport  Ed- 
wards, Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Good- 
wyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Herbert,  Huger, 
Halbert,  Hungerford,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lang- 
don,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  -Marsh,  -McCoy,  McKee,  .Middleton,  Moore, 
Moseley,  Murfree,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  Randolph,  Reed,  Roane,  Ross,  Haggles, 
Savage,  Sheffey,  8mith  of  -Maryland,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taylor  of 
South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wood- 
ward, Wright,  and  Yancey — 89. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Adgate,  Baer,  Baker,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  Bennett,  Birdsall,  Brooks,  Burnside,  Calhoun, 
Clendennin,  Conner,  Crocheron,  Darlington,  Desha, 
Glasgow,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Hardin, 
Hawes,  Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Lyle,  Maclay,  .Mason,  -Mayrant,  -McLean  of 
Kentucky,  .Milnor,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Sergeant, 
Schenck,  Sharpe,  Southard,  Taggart,  Townsend,  Wal- 
lace, Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wen- 
dover,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Willoughby,  Thos.  Wilson, 
William  Wilson,  and  Yates — 51. 

In  the  progress  of  the  House  through  the  other 
amendments  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Hopkinson 
made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to  raise  the  duty  on 
shot  to  three  cents  per  pound.  The  duty  origin- 
ally was  one  cent,  and  raided  by  the  Committee 
to  two  cents. 

The  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  re- 
specting lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  &-c.,  and  re- 
stored the  duty  to  three  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Stearns  moved  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  which  reduced  the  duty  on  browD 
sugar  to  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  be 
amended,  by  further  reducing  the  duty  to  two 
cents  per  pound.  This  motion  was  decided,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — for  the  amend- 
ment SO,  against  it  5o,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baer,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett, 
Birdsall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brook.s,  Burnside,  Cham- 
pion, Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  N.  Carolina,  Clayton, 
Clendennin,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Croche- 
ron, Culpeper,  Darlington.  Davenport,  Edwards,  For- 
ney, Gaston,  Glar^gow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Gros- 
venor, Hahn,  Hale,  Heister,  Herbert,  Hopkinson, 
Huger,  Hungerford,  Jewett,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
King  of  North  Carohna,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love, 
Lovett,  Maclay,  .Marsh,  -McKee,  -Milnor,  -Moseley, 
Nelson  of  MassachusetU,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyes, 
Parris,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Roane,  Ross,  Kuggles,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Shef- 
fey, Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stearns,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Townsend,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wendover, 
Whiteside,  Wilcoi,  Wilkin,  WiUoughby,  Wiliiam 
Wilion,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yancey — 86. 


133? 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1328 


1329 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1330 


flf 


H.  tifR. 


The  TaHff. 


ApBtL,  1816. 


-=-^ ■ 

Nils — Messn,  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Alber- 
ts )|iker,  Barf'our,  Bassett,  Belts,  Caldwell,  Cai- 
Jjiji»r<«'^  hipman,  Conner,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Desha, 
Forsvih.  <JolJ.  Griffin,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin, 
Pai«>:{,  Hendersi.n,  Hulhert,  Ingham,  Jackson,  John- 
Bon-ofw"  irg'a,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lowndes,  Lump- 
kin* I%le,  Lyon,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  nt^tucky,  Middleton,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Picl^or^,  Pinknei,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Root,  Schenck, 
Sha*p.^  Smith  of  Maryland,  Strong,  Taul,  Taylor  of 
8cc4b  ^Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Wilde,  Thomas 
W'i^r*.  and  Yat.»— 56, 

Ah^  liif  ara^ndraeDt  of  the  Committee,  as 
anftjtjtl/d.  wa-.  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

'^b'i:  duty  on  lump  sugar,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
■SsjiTifof  MaryljiDd.  was  then  reduced  to  ten  cents 
perjpMiind,  instt-ad  of  twelve,  as  reported  by  the 
CoAin^ttee  of  the  Whole. 

'Ch»|:House  diisagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
CoMiniittee  in  I'ae  duty  on  wine,  and  restored  it 
to  •lii^^^ll^''  P*^r  gallon  on  London  particular 
Ma^eJ!«a,and  eighty  cents  per  gallon  on  all  other 
Miy||l^«a. 

iT^T  oiion  wa'-^  made  by  Mr.  Pickering,  so  to 
am^o)  the  proviso  adopted  by  the  Committee 
res]<^t  ling  India  cottons,  as  to  admit  all  importa- 
tioii-t  tom  IndU,  wiihin  one  year  after  the  30ih 
Jur*}  2^xt.  on  itieir  paying  25  per  cent,  on  the 
C05..  ci  the  goo^s  in  India,  with  the  addition  of 
tb«!a*jal  20  per  cent.;  in  other  words,  to  reduce 
th«;^r^ount  to  (he  old  double  duty. 

,^r^P.  advocated  his  motion  at  some  length, 
ana  vps  supported  with  zeal  by  Mr.  Ward,  of 
Maissicbusetti,,  who  argued  that  it  would  be  un- 
ju:**  tf,' ruin  outj  class  of  citizens  to  benefit  ano- 
th«iJ  ^if^ich  would  be  the  effect,  if  those  merchants 
whi  tiiad  sent  out  orders  to  lodia^ere  subjected 
to  i|)eJueavy  du^y  reported  by  the  Committee. 

i^C>f6  the  question  on  this  amendment  was 
tak7'o,'M  motion  ivas  made  and  carried  to  adjourn. 
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!k^ri»NEWTONJ  from   the  Committee  of  Com- 
enitjand  Maijufacturcs,  reported  a  bill  declar- 


ing^ll^  assent  c^"  Congress  to  acts  of  the  State  of 
Scftk^  Carolina,  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
ChirR^ton  to  umpose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the 
ton|)au;e  of  vesatils  from  foreign  ports  ;  which  was 
rea^  ivice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
W*4oJe  on  the  leport  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
anil^eans  upoh  the  subject  of  revenue. 

'a*!^  bill  frojn  the  Senate,  'supplementary  to 
ania*,  entitleiJ  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  cora- 
patjyjfor  making  certain  turnpike  roads  within 
th*"  l|istrict  of  Columbia,"  was  read  twice,  and 
comiijitted  to  (!ie  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Co*u4)bia. 
\\  ^  NATIONAL  BANK. 

il^ie  Housvi  took  up  for  consideration  the 
ati^rjilments  of;  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  incor- 
pofa'j  the  sub>:i:ribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
StftkJj,     After  the  amendments  had  been  read — 

]f[i|  Calhoi  S'  observed,  that  he  had  examined 
ihYaAiendments;  that  ihey  were  not  important; 
airti?  iioped   the  question   would   be  put  on  them 

«!*»»■• 

1/ 


Mr.  Ranoolpu  objected  to  so  sudden  a  decis- 
ion on  the  amendments;  at  so  early  an  hour,  too. 
when  the  House  was  thin,  and  before  they  had 
been  printed.  He  moved  that  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

This  motion,  after  some  further  conversation 
between  Messrs.  Caluoln  and  Randolph,  was 
agreed  to — ayes  60,  noes  55. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports — Mr.  Pick- 
ering's motion  to  reduce  the  proposed  duly  on 
India  cottons,  to  the  rate  of  the  present  double 
duties,  for  one  year  from  June  next,  being  still 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Pickering  modified  his  motion  by  substi- 
tuting the  1st  of  March  for  the  30th  of  Juoe, 
1817,  as  the  period  within  which  vessels  arriving, 
and  which  sailed  from  the  United  States  before 
the  1st  of  February  last,  are  to  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  P.  added  some  remarks  to  those  he  offered 
yesterday  in  .support  of  his  motion,  and  in  ex- 
planation of  the  difference  of  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject between  gentlemen  from  the  Eastern  Slates. 

Mr.  Mabon  spoke  a  short  lime  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  read  a  letter  on  the 
subject  from  certain  merchants  in  New  York, 
and  offered  some  commercial  explanations,  with- 
out pointedly  opposing,  though  not  in  favor  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  some  general  remarks  on 
the  trade  affected  by  the  proposed  amendment, 
and  on  the  inconsistency  of  the  policy  formerly 
and  DOW  pursued  on  the  subject  of  commerce. 
He  declared  his  unwillingness  to  sacrifice  the 
bona  fide  American  merchants  to  what  he  called 
the  mushroom  interest  which  had  sprung  into 
favor ;  and  argued,  at  some  length,  and  with  some 
invective,  against  the  object  of  the  bill,  which  he 
characterized  as  a  scheme  of  public  robbery  ;  and 
concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  whole  subject. 

Alter  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
Randolph  withdrew  his  motion,  with  the  declar- 
ation, that  it  had  been  made  upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, and  that  he  should  offer  it  at  another  stage 
of  the  business. 

Mr.  Webster  advocated  Mr.  Pickering's 
amendment,  as  an  act  of  strict  justice  to  those 
who  had  embarked  in  the  India  trade  before  the 
policy  of  the  Government  on  the  subject  of  man- 
ufactures had  disclosed  itself,  and  before  they  had 
any  reason  to  expect  so  great  and  sudden  a  change 
in  that  policy,  and  argued  to  show  that  its  adop- 
tion would  not  injure  the  manufacturing  interest, 
as  the  goods  now  ordered  would,  in  any  event, 
arrive  in  the  country,  and,  being  selected  particu- 
larly for  this  market,  must  be  consumed  here,  no 
matter  at  what  loss  to  the  importer. 

Mr.  Telfair  opposed  the  amendment ;  protest- 
ing against  taxing  the  community  one  day  to  fos- 
ter the  interest  of  the  manufacturers,  and  on  the 
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next  to  secure  to  the  mercantile  class  a  high 
profit,  and  against  legislating  for  particular  cases 
instead  of  on  a  general  and  national  scale. 

Mr.  Wright  argued  a  short  time  on  the  same  '. 
side. 

Mr.  Ingha.m,  though  very  friendly  to  the  man- 
ufacturers, thought  the  amendment  fair  and  rea- 
sonable, and  such  a  one  as  ought  to  be  adopted,    i 

Mr.  HuLBERT,  also,  though  very  friendly  to  ihe  \ 
manufacturers,  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr.  ' 
Ingham,  and  thought  the  amendment  ought  to  \ 
prevail. 

Mr.  Pitkin  supported  the  amendment  on  the  ] 
same  grounds.  j 

Mr.  Pickering  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  j 
Telfair,  and  argued  further  in  support  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  supported  the  amendment  at  • 
some  length,  on  the  ground  of  justice  to  the  mer- 
chants concerned,  declaring   that  it  was  giving 
them  no  more  than,  under  similar  circumstances.  ' 
would   be  granted  to  them   by  an  enemy;  which  ' 
point    he  supported    by  various   argument>  and 
Ulustratiens.  1 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  ihen  de-  ; 
cided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  majority;  the  ! 
word  '•  nineteen''  being  substituted  therein  in  lieu  | 
of  "twenty-five."'  on  motion  of  Mr.  Champion,  i 
and  the  amendment  was  adopted  in  the  following 
words : 

"  Provided,  That  cotton  piece-goods  of  India,  im- 
ported in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  have  sailed  from  the  United  States  before  the  ' 
first  day  of  February  last,  and  shall  arrive  therein  be- 
tween the  30th  of  June,  1816,  and  the  first  of  March, 
1817,  (the  onginal  cost  of  which  cotton  piece-goods, 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  have  been  less 
than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard)  shall  be  ad-  ' 
mitted  to  entry,  subject  only  to  a  duty  of  33^  per  cent, 
on  the  cost  of  the  said  cotton  piece-goods  in  India, 
and  on  the  usual  addition  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  that 
cost." 

The  remaining  amendments  reported  to  the 
bill  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  been  ' 
successively  concurred  in —  : 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  ] 
the   proviso  of  the  second    section   as  fixes   the 
minimum  price  of  cotton  goods  (except  nankeens 
directly  from   China)  at   twenty-five   cents    per  | 
square  yard.  | 

Mr.  R.  then  entered  into  a  pretty  wide  discus-  ; 
sion  of  his  motion,  avowing  his  willingness  to 
encourage,  as  far  as  was  proper,  those  manufac- 
tures of  cloths  conducted  in  the  families  of  our 
citizens,  and  argued  against  the  propriety  of  pro-  I 
moting  the  manufacturing  establishments  to  the 
extent,  and  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  bill.  ' 
and  against  laying  up  eight   thousand   tons  of' 
shipping  now  employed  in  the  East  India  trade, 
and  levying  an  immense  tax  on  one  portion  of  i 
the  community  to  put  money  into  the  pockets  of  | 
another.  j 

Mr.  Calholn. — The  debate  heretofore  on  this 
subject,  has  been  on  the  degree  of  protection  which 
ought  to  be  afforded  to  our  cotton  and  woollen 
manufactures;   all  professing  to  be  friendly  to 


those  infant  establishments,  and  to  be  wiilioe  to 
extend  to  them  adequate  encouragement.  The 
present  motion  assumes  a  new  aspect.  It  is  in- 
troduced professedly  on  the  ground  that  manu- 
factures ought  not  to  receive  any  encouragement, 
and  will,  in  its  operation,  leave  our  cotton  estab- 
lishments exposed  to  the  competition  of  the  cot- 
ton goods  of  the  East  Indies,  which,  it  is  acknowl- 
edged on  all  sides,  they  are  not  capable  of  meet- 
ing with  success,  without  the  proviso  projmsed  to 
be  stricken  out  by  the  motion  now  under  discus- 
sion. Until  the  debate  assumed  this  new  form, 
he  had  determined  to  be  silent;  participating,  as 
he  largely  did.  in  that  general  anxiety  which  is 
felt,  after  so  long  and  laborious  a  session,  to  return 
to  the  bosom  of  our  families.  But  on  a  subject 
of  such  vital  importance,  touching,  as  it  does,  the 
security  and  permanent  prosperity  of  our  coun- 
try, he  hoped  that  the  House  would  indulge  him 
in  a  few  observations.  He  regretted  much  his 
want  of  preparation — he  meant  not  a  verbal  prep- 
aration, for  he  had  ever  despised  such,  but  that 
due  and  mature  meditation  and  arrangement  of 
thought,  which  the  House  is  entitled  to  on  the 
part  of  those  who  occupy  any  portion  of  their 
time.  But  whatever  his  arguments  might  want 
on  that  account  in  weight,  he  hoped  might  be 
made  up  in  the  disinterestedness  of  his  situation. 
He  was  no  manafacturer ;  he  was  not  from  that 
portion  of  our  country  supposed  to  be  peculiarly 
interested.  Coming,  as  he  did,  from  the  South, 
having,  in  common  with  his  immediate  constitu- 
ents, no  interest  but  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
in  selling  its  products  high,  and  buying  cheap  the 
wants  and  conveniencies  of  life,  no  motive  could 
be  attributed  to  him  but  such  as  were  disinter- 
ested. 

He  had  asserted,  that  the  subject  before  them 
was  connected  with  the  security  of  the  country. 
It  would,  doubtless,  by  some  be  considered  a  rash 
assertion,  but  he  conceived  it  to  be  susceptible  of 
the  clearest  proof,  and  he  hoped,  with  due  atten- 
tion, to  establish  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House. 

The  security  of  a  country  mainly  depends  on 
its  spirit  and  its  means ;  and  the  latter  principally 
on  Its  moneyed  resources.  Modified  as  the  in- 
dustry of  this  country  now  is,  combined  with  our 
peculiar  situation,  and  want  of  a  naval  ascend- 
ency, whenever  we  have  the  misfortune  10  be  in- 
volved in  a  war  with  a  nation  dominant  on  the 
ocean,  and  it  is  almost  only  with  such  we  can  at 
present  be,  the  moneyed  resources  of  the  country, 
to  a  great  extent,  must  fail.  He  took  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  body  to  adopt 
those  measures  of  prudent  foresight  which  the 
event  of  war  made  necessary.  We  cannot,  he 
presumed,  be  indifferent  to  dangers  from  abroad, 
unless,  indeed,  the  House  is  prepared  to  indulge 
in  the  phantom  of  eternal  peace,  which  seemed  to 
possess  the  dream  of  some  of  its  members.  Could 
such  a  state  exist,  no  foresight  or  fortitude  would 
be  necessary  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Repub- 
lic ;  but  as  It  is  the  mere  illusion  of  the  imagina- 
tion— as  every  people,  who  ever  has  or  ever  will 
exist,  are  subjected  to  the  vicissitudes  of  peace 
and  war.  it  must  ever  be  considered  as  the  plain 
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Hkuje  of  wisdom,  in  peace  to  prepare  for  war. 
WliM,  then,  ^el  us  consider,  constitute  the  re- 
iout^es  of  thi.^  country,  aud  what  are  the  effects 
ol'.-«iiir  on  thftn  ?  Commerce  and  agriculture. 
t'JJ','\tely,  ain^ost  the  only,  still  constitute  the 
priuopal  sources  of  our  wealth.  So  long  as  these 
rieij»i^n  unmietrupted.  the  country  prospers;  but 
TifS*r,*s  we  arenow  circumstanced,  is  equally  de- 
slfiK^ive  to  bo;h.  They  both  depend  on  foreign 
i.^Ufcets,  and  our  country  is  placed,  as  u  regards 
thi^ru  in  a  siiu^ition  strictly  insular ;  a  wide  ocean 
r<}.'4sfi>etween.  .  Our  commerce  neither  is  or  can 
be^P|Mtect«J  b4  the  present  means  of  the  country. 
^V*h|t.  then,  ai^  the  effects  of  a  war  with  a  mar- 
itiojjPower— >?iih  England  ?  Our  commerce  an- 
mhinted,  spreading  individual  misery,  and  pro- 
duci<4^  national  poverty;  our  agriculture  cutoff 
iFforn^'ts  accusijmed  markets,  the  surplus  product 
oC  (hf»  farmer  p,;rishes  on  his  hands ;  and  he  ceases 
tn  p-J^duce.  because  he  cannot  sell.  His  resources 
ar«»<^ied  up.  while  his  expenses  are  greatly  in- 
cr*H{vd  ;  as  ai|  manufactured  articles,  the  neces- 
'■**?*  *^  ^"^'^  '^^  ^^^  conveniencies  of  life,  rise  to 
a.iiJ«vitravagao.;  price.  The  recent  war  fell  with 
I>e|iv^ar  pressure  on  the  growers  of  cotton  and  to- 
^|qif,  and  othrr  great  staples  of  the  country  ;  and 
^ht  yme  statt .ot  things  will  recur  in  the  event 
«i>f  ^a|otber,  uu|ess  prevented  by  the  foresight  of 
tb|i  >.ody.  If  the  mere  statement  of  facts  did  not 
^a^'^  convictujn  to  any  raiod,  as  he  conceived  it 
4S  jai'ulated  ;i  do,  additional  arguments  might 
l^.tfjawn  frojji  the  general  nature  of  wealth. 
NiV'^^r  agriculture,  manufactures,  nor  commerce, 
tatj«f»\  separatfeiy,  is  the  cause  of  wealth  ;  it  flows 
ircju.;^lhe  ihret^^  combined,  and  cannot  exist  with- 
^Uj^ch.  Tl*e  wealth  of  any  single  nation,  or 
an^.ydividuai;  it  is  true,  may  not  immediately 
(ie»»evid  on  thu  three,  but  such  wealth  always 
pt^i^poses    il-,eir    existence.       He    viewed     the 


in  the  most  enlarged  sense.  Without 
^erce.  luijusiry  would  have  no  stimulus; 
>ut  manu)actures.  it  would  be  without  the 
of  proiuction  ;  and  without  agriculture, 
tT  of  ihe-others  can  subsist.  When  separ- 
fntirely  ajid  permanently,  they  perish.  War 
,s  countrj  produces,  to  a  great  extent,  that 
|;  and  hen^e  the  great  embarrassments  which 
in  Its  »ain.  The  failure  of  the  wealth 
an.:  '^-sources  rjf  the  nation  necessarily  involved 
tjhe  lAin  of  Its  Jinances  and  its  currency.  It  is  ad- 
vJQiji*^.  by  the  nnost  strenuous  advocates  on  the 
<rtia#kside,  thakno  country  ought  to  be  dependent 
oQ  aioiher  forjts  means  of  defence;  that,  at  least. 
uuf  fiuskei  arid  bayonet,  our  cannon  and  ball. 
'^^gtt(  to  be  of  jiomestic  manufacture.  But  what! 
iie.ivied,  IS  m})re  necessary  to  the  defence  of  a 
aaCiiJry  than  i*j  currency  and  finance?  Circum- 
viiivfrd  as  ou»J  country  is.  can  these  stand  the 
slro^J^of  war?*  Behold  the  effect  of  the  late  war 
on  l^*cm  !  Wli&n  our  manufactures  are  grown  to 
a  c«tt«^«Q  perfection,  a.,  they  soon  will  under  the 
fo»i^ting  care  j{  Government,  we  will  no  longer 
e^rpfTjence  the^  evils.  The  farmer  will  fiod  a 
rc?{;|jf-- market  li)r  his  surplus  produce;  and,  what 
^*^^^ost  of  I  jual  consequence,  a  certain  and 
^^  supply  .Jt"  all  his  waniii.     His  prosperity 
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will  diffuse  itsell   to  every  class  in  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  instead  of  that  languor  of  industry,  and 
individual  distress  now  incident  to  a  state  of  war 
aiid  sQspended  commerce,  the  wealth  and  vigor 
of  the  community  will  not  be  materially  impair- 
ed.   The  arm  of  Government  will  be  nerved,  and 
taxes  10  the  hour  of  danger,  when  essential  to  the 
independence  of  the  nation,  mav  be  greatly  iq. 
creased;  loans,  so  uncertain  and  hazardous,  may 
be  less  relied  on;  thus  situated,  the  storm  may 
beat  without,  but   within  all  will  be  quiet  and 
safe.     To  give  perfection    to  this  state  of  things, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  add.  as  soon  as  possible,  a 
system   of  internal   improvements,  and   at  least 
such  an   extension  of  our   navy  as  will   prevent 
the  cutting  off  our  coasting  trade.     The  advan- 
tage of  each  is  so  striking,  as  not  to  require  Ulus- 
tration,  especially  after  the  experience  of  the  re- 
cent war.     It  is  thus  the  resources  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  people  would  be  placed  beyond  the 
power   of  a  foreign    war   materially    to'  impair. 
But  it  may  be  said,  that  the  derangement  then 
experienced  resulted,  not  from  the  cause  assigned, 
but  from  tht-  errors  or  the  weakness  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.   He  admitted  that  many  financial  blun- 
ders were  committed,  for  the  subject  was  new  to 
[  us  ;  that  the  taxes  were  not  laid  sufficiently  early, 
or  to  as  great  an  extent  as  they  ought  to  have 
been  ;  and  that  the  loans  were  in  some  instances 
injudiciously   made;  but  he   ventured    to  affirm, 
j  that  bad  the  greatest  foresight  and  fortitude  been 
exerted,  the  embarrassment  would  have  been  still 
very  great;  and  that  even  under  the  best  man- 
agement, the  total  derangement  wQich   was  ac- 
tually felt  would  not  have  been  postponedeightecn 
months,  had  the  war  so  long  continued.     How 
j  could  It  be  otherwise  ?   A  war.  .such  as  this  coun- 
!  try  was  then  involved  in,  in  a  great  measure  dries 
up  the  resources  of  individuals,  as  he  had  already 
proved  ;  and  the  resources  of  the  Government  are 
no   more  than  the  aggregate  of  the  surplus  in- 
comes of  individuals,  called  into  action  by  a  sys- 
I  tem  of  taxation.     It  is  certainly  a  great  political 
evil,  incident  to  the  character  of  the  industry  of 
this  country,  that,  however  prosperous  our  situa- 
tion  when   at   peace,    with    uninterrupted  com- 
merce, and  nothing  then  could  exceed  it,  the  mo- 
ment that  we  were  involved  in  war  the  whole  is 
reversed.      When    resources   are    most    needed; 
when  indispensable  to  maintain  the  honor,  yes, 
the  very  existence  of  the  nation,  then  they  desert 
us.     Our  currency  is  also  sure  to  experience  the 
shock,  and  becomes  so  deranged,  as  to  prevent  us 
from  calling  out  fairly  whatever  of  means  is  left 
to  the  country.     The  result  of  a  war  in  the  pres- 
ent slate  of  our  naval  power,  is  the  blockade  of 
our  seacoast.  and  consequent  destruction  of  our 
trade.      The  wants  and   habits  of  the  country, 
founded  on  the  use  of  foreign  articles,  must  be 
gratified;    importation  to  a  certain   extent  con- 
tinues, through  the  policy  of  the  enemy,  or  un- 
lawful traffic;  the  exportation  of  our  bulky  arti- 
cles IS  prevented,  too;  the  specie  of  the  country 
is  drawn  to  pay  the  balance  perpetually  accumu- 
lating against  us;  and  the  final  result  is  a  total 
derangement  of  our  currency. 
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To  this  distressing  state  of  things  there  were 
two  remedies,  and  only  two  ;  one  in  our  power 
immediately,  the  other  requiring  much  time  and 
exertion  ;  but  both  constituting,  in  his  opinion, 
ibc  essential  policy  of  this  country  ;  he  meant 
the  Navy,  and  domestic  manufactures.  By  the 
former,  we  could  open  the  way  to  our  markets; 
by  the  latter,  we  bring  them  from  beyond  the 
ocean,  and  naturalize  them.  Had  we  the  means 
of  attaining  an  immediate  naval  ascendency,  be 
acknowledged  that  the  policy  recommended  by 
ibis  bill  would  be  very  questionable;  but  as  this 
is  not  the  fact — as  it  is  a  period  remote,  with  any 
exertion,  and  will  be  probably  mere  so,  from  that 
relaxation  of  exertion,  so  natural  in  peace,  when 
necessity  is  not  felt,  it  became  the  duly  of  this 
House  to  resort,  to  a  considerable  extent,  at  least 
as  far  as  is  proposed,  to  the  only  remaining  rem- 
edy. But  to  this  it  has  been  objected,  that  the 
country  is  not  prepared,  and  that  the  result  of 
our  premature  exertion  would  be  to  bring  distress 
on  it,  without  effecting  the  intended  object. 
Were  it  so.  however  urgent  the  reasons  in  its 
favor,  we  ought  to  desist,  as  it  is  folly  to  oppose 
the  laws  of  necessity.  But  he  could  not  for  a 
moment  yield  to  the  assertion  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  firmly  believed  that  the  country  is  prepared, 
even  to  maturity,  for  the  introduction  of  manu- 
factures. We  have  abundance  of  resources,  and 
things  naturally  tend  at  this  moment  in  that 
direction.  A  prosperous  commerce  has  poured 
an  immense  amount  of  commercial  capital  into 
this  country.  This  capital  has,  until  lately, 
found  occupation  in  commerce;  but  that  state  of 
the  world  which  transferred  it  to  this  country, 
and  gave  it  active  employment,  has  passed  away, 
never  to  return.  Where  shall  we  now  find  full 
employment  for  our  prodigious  amount  of  ton- 
nage ;  where  markets  for  the  numerous  and  abun- 
dant products  of  our  country  ?  This  great  body 
of  active  capital,  which  for  the  moment  has 
found  sufficient  employment  in  supplying  our 
markets,  exhausted  by  the  war.  and  measures 
preceding  it,  must  find  a  new  direction  ;  it  will 
not  be  idle.  What  channel  can  it  take  but  that 
of  manufactures?  This,  if  things  continue  as 
they  are,  will  be  its  direction.  It  will  introduce 
a  new  era  in  our  affairs,  in  many  respects  highly 
advantageous,  and  ought  to  be  countenanced  by 
the  Government.  Besides,  we  have  already  sur- 
mounted the  greatest  difficulty  that  has  ever  been 
found  in  undertakings  of  this  kind.  The  cotton 
and  woollen  manufactures  are  not  to  be  intro- 
duced— they  are  already  introduced  to  a  great 
extent ;  freeing  us  entirely  from  the  hazards, 
and,  in  a  great  measure,  the  sacrifices  experienced 
in  giving  the  capital  of  the  country  a  new  direc- 
tion. The  restrictive  measures  and  the  war, 
though  not  intended  for  that  purpose,  have,  by 
the  necessary  operation  of  things,  turned  a  large 
amount  of  capital  to  this  new  branch  of  industry. 
He  had  often  heard  it  said,  both  in  and  out  of 
Congress,  that  this  effect  alone  would  indemnify 
the  country  for  all  of  its  losses.  So  high  was 
Ibis  tone  of  feeling,  when  the  want  of  these  es- 
Ublishments  were  practically  felt,  that  he  remem- 


bered, during  the  war,  when  some  question  was 
agitated  respecting  the  introduction  of  foreign 
goods,  that  many  then  opposed  it  on  the  ground 
of  injuring  our  manufactures.  He  then  said  that 
war  alone  furnished  sufficient  stimulus,  and  per- 
haps too  much,  as  it  would  make  their  growth 
unnaturally  rapid;  bur,  that  on  the  return  of 
peace,  it  would  then  be  time  to  show  our  affec- 
tion for  them.  He  at  that  time  did  not  expect 
an  apathy  and  aversion  to  the  extent  which  is 
now  seen.  But  it  will  no  doubt  be  said,  if  they 
are  so  far  established,  and  if  the  situation  of  the 
country  is  so  favorable  to  their  growth,  where  is 
the  necessity  of  aflbrding  them  protection?  It 
is  to  put  them  beyond  the  reach  of  contingency. 
Besides,  capital  is  not  yet,  and  cannot,  for  some 
time,  be  adjusted  to  the  new  state  of  things. 
There  is.  in  fact,  from  the  operation  of  temporary 
causes,  a  great  pressure  on  these  establishments. 
They  had  extended  so  rapidly  during  the  late 
war,  that  many,  he  feared,  were  without  the  re- 
quisite surplus  capital  or  skill  to  meet  the  present 
crisis.  Should  such  prove  to  be  the  fact,  it  would 
give  a  back  set,  and  might,  to  a  great  extent,  en- 
danger their  ultimate  success.  Should  the  pres- 
ent owners  be  ruined,  and  the  workmea  dispersed 
and  turn  to  other  pursuits,  the  country  would 
sustain  a  great  loss.  Such  would,  no  doubt,  be 
the  fact  to  a  considerable  extent,  if  not  protected. 
Besides,  circumstances,  if  we  act  with  wisdom, 
are  favorable  to  attract  to  our  country  much  skill 
and  industry.  The  country  in  Europe  having 
the  most  skilful  workmen  is  broken  up.  It  is  to 
us,  if  wisely  used,  more  valuable  than  the  repeal 
of  the  Edict  of  Nantz  was  to  England.  She 
had  the  prudence  to  profit  by  it ;  let  us  not  dis- 
cover less  political  sagacity.  Afford  to  ingenuity 
and  industry  immediate  and  ample  protection, 
and  they  will  not  fail  to  give  a  preference  to  this 
free  and  happy  country. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  bill,  that  it  will  in- 
jure our  marine,  and  consequently  impair  our 
naval  strength.  How  far  it  is  fairly  liable  to  this 
charge,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say.  He  hoped 
and  believed  it  would  not.  at  least  to  any  alarm- 
ing extent,  have  that  effect  immediately  ;  and  he 
firmly  believed  that  its  lasting  operation  would 
be  highly  beneficial  to  our  commerce.  The  trade 
to  the  East  Indies  would  certainly  be  much  af- 
fected ;  but  It  was  stated  in  debate  that  the  whole 
of  that  trade  employed  but  i-ix  hundred  sailors. 
But  whatever  might  be  the  loss  in  this,  or  other 
branches  of  our  foreign  commerce,  he  trusted  it 
would  be  amply  compensated  in  our  coasting 
trade — a  branch  of  navigation  wholly  in  our  own 
hands.  It  has  at  all  times  employed  a  great 
amount  of  tonnage,  something  more,  he  believed, 
than  one-third  of  the  whole  ;  nor  is  it  liable  to 
the  imputation  thrown  out  by  a  member  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gaston.)  that  it  produced 
inferior  sailors.  It  required  long  and  dangerous 
voyages;  and,  if  his  information  was  correct,  no 
branch  of  trade  made  better  or  more  skilful  sea- 
men. The  fact  that  it  is  wholly  in  our  own 
hands  is  a  very  important  one,  while  every  br&nch 
of  our  foreign  trade  must  sutler  from  competition 
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^h  other  nations.  Other  objections,  of  a  polit- 
i^A  characi»".r.  were  made  to  the  encouragement 
c|«raanufact^res.  It  is  said  they  destroy  the 
r^ftf^'  *"d  {Jiysical  power  of  the  people.  This 
riajhi  form^ifly  have  been  true  to  a  considerable 
e^lrnt,  befo-  e  the  perfection  of  machinery,  and 
\^lfea  the  success  of  the  manufactures  depended 
io^i  the  mir.iite  subdivision  of  labor.  At  that 
t  r-Je  it  reqtofed  a  large  portion  of  the  population 
oi"a  countr'i  to  be  engaged  in  them  ;  and  every 
Tft^iUte  subdivision  of  labor  is  undoubtedly  unfa- 
^jable  to  tlije  intellect;  but  the  great  perfection 


united.  That  as  the  destruction  of  the  latter 
would  most  certainly  involve  the  former,  so  its 
maintenance  will  with  equal  certainty  preserve 
it.  He  did  not  speak  lightly.  He  had  often  and 
long  revolved  it  in  his  mind,  and  he  had  criti- 
cally examined  info  the  causes  that  destroyed  the 
liberty  of  other  States,  There  are  none  that 
apply  to  us.  or  apply  with  a  force  to  alarm.  The 
basis  of  our  Republic  is  too  broad,  and  its  struct- 
ure too  strong  to  be  shaken  by  them.  Its  exten- 
sion and  organization  will  be  found  to  aflbrd 
effectual  security  against  their  operation  ;  but  let 


'v^'^machinerjy  has  in  a  considerable  degree  obvi-  |  it  be  deeply  innpressed  on  the  heart  of  this  House 

aud  country,  that  while  they  guarded  against  the 
old.  they  exposed  us  to  a  new  and  terrible  dan- 
This  single  word  comprehended 
almost  the  sum  of  our  political  dangers;  and 
against  it  we  ought  to  be  perpetually  guarded. 

Mr.  CcTHBERT  answered  briefly  some  of  Mr. 
Calhoin's  arguments. 

Mr.  Randolph  entered  into  a  more  particular 
reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  further  arguments  in 
support  of  his  opinions. 

Mr.  Gaston  also  spoke  some  time  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Calhoun,  and  in  support  of  the  opinions  and 
siatements  he  advanced  on  the  subject  on  a  for- 
mer occasion. 

Mr.  Newton,  in  a  speech  of  about  two  hour.'^, 
advocated  the  bill  and  the  protection  therein  pro- 
posed to  our  manufactures,  entering  into  a  full 
discussion  of  the  general  question  of  promotinf^ 


<ij(tl  these  OMJections.     In  fact  it  has  been  stated 
(|it  the  raaijufaciuring  districts  in  England  fur 
■tm4^  the  gre.ftest  number  of  recruits  to  her  army,     ger — disunion. 
iQ>3  that,  as  ioldiers,  they  are  not  materially  in- 
IJtJor  to  thejrest  of  her  population.     It  has  been 
f^ijher  asse.  ted  that  manufactures  are  the  fruit- 
fi^ift  cause   0^  pauperism,  and  England  has  been 
tij^-rred  to  ?is  furnishing  conclusive  evidence  of 
it*  truth.     5;'or   his  part,   he  could   perceive  no 
siSh  lendenj-iy  in  them,  but  the  exact  contrary. 
aiJihey  furbished    new  stimulus  and   means   of 
SK^istence  1o  the   laboring  classes  of  the  com- 
anniiy.     W  e  ought  not  to  look  to  the  cotton  and 
sfiollen  establishments  of  Great  Britain  for  ilie 
pt^digious  uumbers  of  poor  with  which  her  pop- 
uJl^tion  wa^'disgraced.     Oauscs  much  more  effi 
';ji|;it  exist. ,   Her  poor  laws,  and  statutes  regula- 
the  prict^f  labor,  with  heavy  taxes,  were  the 


{«|P  causes.   ;But  if  it  must  be  so ;  if  the  mere  fact  I  domestic  fabrics 

ih^t  Englani  manufactured  more  than  any  other 

fo^jntry.  explained  the  cause  of  her  having  more 

J^flpars,  it  isjjust  as  reasonable  lo  refer  her  cour- 

kj*-*.  spirit,  arid  all  her  masculine  virtues,  in  which 

|ht'  excels  aH  other  nations,  with  a  single  excep- 

iiifp — he  mo»nt   our  own — in  which   we  might 

jvjihout  van<iy  challenge  a  pre-eminence.     Ano- 

l^h^r  objeclicfi  had  been  made,  which   be   must 

tc|nowledg*?.was  better  founded,  that  capital  em- 

^il^ed  in  nrjinufacturing  produced  a  greater  de- 


Mr.  Hale  moved  to  modify  the  motion  by  re- 
ducing the  minimum  price  specifically  to  fifteen 
cents  per  square  yard. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes 
66,  noes  72;  and  the  question  recurred  on  Mr. 
Randolph's  motion  to  strike  out  the  minimum 
price  altogether. 

Mr.  Wilde  rose,  about  4  o'clock,  and  submit- 
ted his  views  on  the  subject,  in  opposition  to  the 
bill.     He    had    proceeded   about   an 


^-^;  —    -  ••:'-- o,  t- -'--  -  5'^"'v.  ^v.      uiii.     ijc    iiau    jjrutecufu   aouui   an    hour,  when 

Jtfdence  oc   the  part  ot  the  employed,  than  id  i  Mr.  Randolph  withdrew  his  amendment   belier- 
|!)4,jraerce,  n^vlgalIon,  or  agriculture.     It  is  cer-  ;  ing.  from   the   decision  on   Mr.  Hale's  'motion 
'ij*ily  an  evi),  and  to  be  regretted  ;  but  he  did  not  |  that  the  House  would   not  go  still  further  and 
*ticrik  It  a  dt  risive  objection  to  the  system,  espe-  ,  agree  to  his  amendment. 


fijrtly  when  it  had  incidental  political  advantages 
Kjjch;  in  hos  opinion,  more  than  counterpoised 
ii.^'  It  prodi^^ed  an  interest  strictly  American,  as 
ilr^ch  so  as  /igriculture;  in  which  it  had  the  de- 
tiije'd  advaninge  of  commerce  or  navigation.  The 
Ci^ntry  wilf  from  this  derive  much  advantage, 
ffj^jain,  It  I*  calculated  to  bind  together  more 
cUjely  our  widely-spread  Repul;)lic.  It  will 
iri^tly  lucrvflse  our  mutual  dependence  and  in- 
leitourse  ;  aiid  will,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
eijCTile  an  increased  attention  to  internal  iraprove- 
mjht — a  suljject  every  way  so  intimately  con 
Ot4!ted  with  the  ultimate  attainment 


Mr.  Wilde  then,  for  the  purpose  of  accommo- 
I  datino;  the  bill  to  his  views,  and  to  enable  him  to 
vote  tor  it,  moved  an  amendment,  substantially, 
to  substitute  an  ad  volorem  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent,  on  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and  then  re- 
sumed the  thread  of  his  speech  in  opposition  to 
higher  duties.     Mr.  W.  concluded   his  remarks 
about  halt  past  5  o'clock. 
•Mr.  Mason  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply,  when 
The  question  on  Mr.  Wilde's  proposition  was 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  51,  nays  76,  as  fol- 
lows: 


ir^^ngth.  ancj  the  perfection  of  our  pol meat  ins t!-    n  J-nV^^^'''A\*'^'**"'  ^.V,^.""''  B"feit.  Bradbury. 
•    ■    ^      He^egarded  the  fact  that.t  would  make  l  S-'r^'.^^"".'.^**'^"}?!""'  Cl^^ke  of  North  Carolu... 
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ants,  Randolph,  Roane,  Root,  Roas,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tate,  Tavlor  of  So.  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas, 
Vose,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  and  Vanc*y. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherlon,  Ba- 
ker, Bateman,  Bennett,  Belts.  Birdsall,  Boss,  Brooks, 
Cady,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Chipman,  Clendcnnin, 
Comstock,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crocheron, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hahn, 
Hammond,  Hawrs,  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kent,  J.angdon,  Lyic,  Maclay,  Marsh, 
Mason,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  .McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mil- 
nor,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parns,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Powell, 
Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Strong, 
Sturges,  Taul,  Throop,  Townsend,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Weiidover,  Wheaton, 
Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson, 
William  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

Mr.  Ross  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
said  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the  tifiy-sixth  line 
of  the  first  section  (being  the  first  line  of  the  fifth 
clause)  the  word  '•  thirty,"  and  to  insert  •'  twenty;" 
when  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  5. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Betts,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  an  uniform  mode  of 
trial  and  punishment  for  all  crimes  and  offences 
properly  cognizable  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  lo  the 
National  Bank  bill.  On  putting  the  question, 
however,  it  was  found  thai  a  quorum  of  mem- 
bers were  not  present. 

Mr.  Randolph,  with  the  view  of  producing  a 
more  punctual  attendance  hereafter,  moved  that 
the  House  adjourn. — Negatived. 

A  quorum  soon  after  appearing,  Mr.  Randolph 
moved  that  the  rule  for  convening  at  10  o'clock, 
be  rescinded,  that  the  hour  of  11  might  be  again 
adopted  ;  which  was  also  disagreed  to. — Ayes  40. 

The  House  then,  by  a  vole  of  55  to  45  agreed 
to  consider  the  amendments  of  ihe  Senate  to  the 
bank  bill. 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  because  of  the  thinness  of  the 
House  and  the  importance  of  the  subject ;  further, 
because  he  understood  that  the  Committee  on  the 
National  Currency  were  on  lh«  point  of  report- 
ing a  very  importaol  bill,  which  might  materially 
aneci  the  decision  on  the  bank  question,  dec, 
moved  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  motion  wuuid  not  pre- 
vail. The  rea.sons  for  it  he  did  not  think  suffi- 
cient;  the  House  wa^  as  full  as  usual;  and  the 
bill  alluded  to  as  on  the  eve  of  being  reported  by 
the  committee,  presupposed  ihe  existence  uf  a 
National  Bank, and  the  committee  had  determined 
not  to  report  it  pending  the  passage  of  the  Bank 
bill. 

After  some  furlberconver-ation  between  Messrs. 
Calhoun  and  Milnor,  in  which  the  latter  gen- 


tlemao  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  first  being  in 
possession  of  the  report  referred  to,  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  subject  to  Monday,  was  negatived — 
ayes  43,  noes  66. 

After  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  read, 
Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  ihe  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  indefinitely  postponed,  avowedly  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  the  bill.  Mr.  R.  sup- 
ported his  motion,  by  adverting  to  the  small  num- 
ber of  members  present,  and  the  impropriety  of 
passing,  by  a  screwed-up,  strained,  and  costive 
majority,  so  important  a  measure,  at  the  end  of 
a  session,  when  the  members  were  worn  down 
and  exhausted  by  a  daily  and  long  attention  to 
busine^s  ;  a  measure,  which,  in  a  time  of  war 
and  of  great  public  emergency,  could  not  be  forced 
through  the  House  ;  a  measure  so  deeply  involv- 
ing the  future  welfare,  and  which  was  lo  give  a 
color  and  character  to  the  future  destiny  of  this 
country  ;  a  measure  which,  if  it  and  another, 
(the  tariff)  should  pass  into  law.<.  the  present  ses- 
sion would  be  looked  back  to  as  the  most  disas- 
trous since  the  commencement  of  the  Republic; 
and  which,  much  as  he  deprecated  war,  he  would 
prefer  war  itself  lo  either  of  them.  Mr.  R.  tlien 
proceeded  to  argue  against  ihe  bill  as  unconsiitu- 
lional,  inexpedient,  and  dangerous. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,,  it  certainly  could  not  be 
expected  of  him  to  enter  into  so  untimely  and 
unnecessary  a  discussion  of  the  general  question. 
The  bill  had  been  before  the  House  three  weeks, 
when  it  was  maturely  considered  ;  it  was  sent  to 
the  Senate  ;  and  now  comes  back  with  a  few 
unimporianl  amendments,  on  which  the  House 
had  10  pass.  It  was  unfair  to  say,  that  the  bill 
was  urged  through  the  House  improperly  ;  and 
the  gentleman  was  mistaken  also  in  staling, 
that  a  bank  bill  could  not  be  passed  at  the  last 
session  ;  it  was  notorious  that  a  bill  to  establish  a 
National  Bank  did  pass  at  the  last  session,  and 
was  rejected  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  did   not  know  what  the  gen- 
tleman meant  by  a  hard-screwed  majority.     He 
would  venture  to  say  that  the  House  had  advanced 
on    this  subject  with  as   much   deliberation  and 
calmness  as  they  ever  did  on  any  public  matter 
whatever;  the  bill  was  not  pressed  through  im- 
properly.    Tlie  pressure  talked  of  by  ihe  gentle- 
man was  in  fact  directly  the  other  way.     With 
two  hundred  Slate  institutions  bearing  down  on 
the  members  of  this  House,  it  required  someihiog 
more  than  common  firmness,  ii  required  boldness 
to  urge  the  bill.     This  influence  would  every  day 
become  stronger,  and  if  the  subject  was  deferred 
to  the  next  se.ssion  lis  passage  would  be  impossi- 
ble.    He  had    never  since  he  came  to  Congress 
known  a  bill  passed  with  more  ample  discussion ; 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  himself  taken 
a  pan,  an  able  part  in  it.     It  was  not  smuggled 
through  the  House  ;  a  fair  majority  had  passed 
it,  and   he  was  convinced,  from  information   he 
received,  that  if  the  people  themselves  could  be 
consulted,  there  would  be  ten  to  one  in  favor  of 
it.     Mr.  G.  answered  some  of  Mr.  Randolph's 
objections  lo  the  principles  of  the  bill ;  declaring 
his  difference  from  thai  gentleman  on  the  Cod- 
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stitutioDal  (Question;  and  bi<«  belief  of  its  neees- 

fljtjr  to  the  »4fety  of  the  country.  The  Cooslitu- 
t$c|ial  question  had  been  lon<j  since  put  to  sleep 
^fv^the  repen-ted  decisions  of  all  the  proper  author- 
Uifs.  afier  mature  refleciioa,  and  ought  never 
red. 
replied  to  Mr.  Grosvenor,  and 


Ui»8.   afier   jnatur 
)k^kia  to  be  ;ef  ire 

',    l^r.  Randolph 


}*jorced  his  Constitutional  objections  to  the  bill,    of  the  House  pointed  us  finger. 

J11.  which   Irt   was  borne  out  by  the  decision  ot    by   declaring   his  support  of  the  bank   bill  to  be 

♦-.(ingress  inr.reiusino'  to  rcnt^ur  iho  f.hor»«.  ^r  fk,>     ,»..,:„. ..j  .   u  _ j   . 


which  bad  been  deoounced  affainst  those  who  did 
not  on  this  subject  go  with  the  majority  of  that 
party  in  the  House  opposed  to  ihp  Administration. 
He  disclaimed  any  such  influence  over  his  public 
conduct ;  he  came  here  to  act  according  to  his 
own  sincere  convictions,  and  should  despise  him- 
self if  he  could  submit  to  act  as  ihis  or  that  side 

Mr.  H.  concluded 


♦^(^Qgress  injrefusing  to  renew  the  charter  of  the 
i;i^  bank.  M*bich  decision  was  grounded  on  the 
V/4DtofCor»titutional  power.  He  adverted  also, 
bi«r.upport  oi  his  opinion,  to  the  instructions  from' 
kti\  Legi.<la'ures  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  to 
^njir  Senators,  to  vole  against  the  old  bank; 
.vjich  instri:ictions  were  given  on  the  ground  of 
iLift  institui)on   being  unconstitutional.     Mr.  R. 


disinterested  ;  he  expected  to  hold  not  a  cent's 
worth  of  its  stock,  as  he  was  not  able  so  to  do — 
but  the  bank  he  believed  would  be  a  great  benefit 
to  the  country. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  was  one  of  those  who  had 
aided  in  putting  down  the  old  bank,  and  was  sure 
that,  a  thousand  years  after  he  was  buried,  his 
vote  on  that  occasion   would    be  a  monumental 


f^^inr   II      ^,     I        i°!'^7°/"°  Slock  whatever,  ,  proof  of  his  worth  and  his  regard  for  the  best  in 

i<rf,?pt    live  4tOCK.  and    hnH    /Iptormino.l    ,..,„...    ..^  I  . ._    „r    l-       t.    ° 


J 


terests  of  his  country.  He  opposed  it  on  the 
ground  of  inexpediency  as  well  as  unconstitution- 
ality ;  but  the  Supreme  Judicial  tribunal  bad 
decided  on  its  constitutionality  by  often  recogni- 
sing it  as  a  party,  and  it  was  now  too  late  to  in- 
sist on  the  objection.  Mr.  W.  argued  some  time 
in  favor  of  the  bill ;  and,  adverting  to  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's epithet  that  the  bank  was  a  scheme  of 
public  robbery,  and  his  declared  intention  to  hold 
as  much  of  its  stock  as  he  could,  Mr.  VV.  said  his 
friend  from  Virginia  ought  to  recollect  that  the 
receiver  was  always  considered  as  bad  as  the  thief. 
Mr.  Hardin  next  delivered  at  length  his  views 
of  the  question  ;  objecting  to  the  plan  of  the  bank 
asembraced  in  this  bill,  on  Constitutional  grounds 
a>  well  as  Irom  a  belief  of  its  inexpediency.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature  at 
the  time,  and  was  one  of  those  who  had  instructed 
its  Senators  to  vote  against  the  old  bank  because 


^xf.ppt  live  4tock.  and  had  determined  never  to 
f^  any;  blit  if  this  bill  passed,  he  would  not 
H»y  be  a  stockholder  to  the  utmost  of  his  power 

a  would  aJvise  every  man,  over  whom  he  had 
inttuenc^i,  to  do  the  same,  because  it  was  the 
tion  of  ^  great  privileged  order  of  the  most 
fc||etul  kind  to  his  feelings,  and  because  he  would 
t«?itier  be  th»  master  than  the  slave.  If  he  must 
fii^le  a  ma.^er,  let  him  be  one  with  epaulettes 
l^^^ething  tiat  he  could  fear  and  respect,  some- 
fhi.ig  that  ht  could  look  up  to— but  not  a  master 
yUh  a  quillfeehind  his  ear. 

*  1l  ■  ^^'^^1''*^'*  ^^'J  this  was  a  subject  on  which 
^xJjreat  change  of  opinion  had  taken  place  on  both 
fciijj's  of  the  .'House;  and  animadverted  on  what 
Ijeticalled  a  jcompromise  of  principle  on  a  great 
.iij|>iieyed  itt.^itution  ;  and  the  desertion,  not  only 
^l^nrinciple^but  of  friends,  which  had  character- 
*«il  the  proceedings  on  this  bill.     He  then  spoke    ...  .._„....  ..  .^..  ,„..,,,  ,.^  ^.^  „^„^  ^^ecause 

-.L      ^^^*'°''  bill,  which   he  pointedly    ofitsunconsiitutionality.andhisopinionremained 

lScWrn:??n,^''?"1'  ""^'^^  participation   of    unchanged,  though   he  perceived  sotie  of  those 

^^^kI    r.      i"    .    vl'T"?""'^  management,    who  had  acted  with  him  in  the  case  alluded  to 

ns  u h.V 111  'm '^  '."^P'  •'^  *'"''°^-    ^^"^  changed  their  opinion  and  were  now  support- 

its  tthicij  were  very  well  as  far  as  thev  went,    ers  of  the  bank.  >uppori 

I.  \1'I/Ja      °'  ^°r    ""'y.s^'^ed   to  cover  the        Mr.  Sharpe  spoke  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 

Wd  fh^biTnLlh^;  ''^Tu  'i'  ^''''%^-J    ^-  Hardin,  res'pecting  the'instruction^Trom  th 

'  nal  invlmt  on  .   w'''  uf  '^"  ^eatity  of  the    Kentucky  Legislature,  and  justified  his  opinions 

,mal  insAtution.  It  would  have  passed  through  ;  on  the  subject  of  the  bank. 

House  .witter  than  the  current  of  the  Poto-  I      Mr.  Southard  made  a  few  remarks,  principally 

r    Hii..ro.,.,     I    A.    »r     T.r  1  to  show  that  11  was  not  on  the  ground  of  uncon- 

P  nfrhtl  n      7  !•   u      ^^'-  ^^"STER.  in  dc-  '  stitutionality  that  Congress  had  refused  to  renew 

iimeht  on  ti  '"h°^/^'  '°"T  ''  ^^'^  P"""^'^  ;  '^'  ^^*''"  "*"  'he  old  bank,  and  that  it  had  been 
1  gelation  i^  it.     He  disavowed  any  compromise  !  recognised  by  the  courts. 

^2  Cr°li  hYd'sonahr/hfT^'  T  'u'  '^''"''^  °^  ^'-  ««-«-^^0R  replied  to  the  observations  of 
^f/i^'deci^.nt    n^?    Ki,^*'V''^^^^^^  Webster  in   a  deeded  manner.     He    de- 

Hyc.en.lemt  ffom  NpI  H  '  '''  k^'^  ^''''''"^  '°  '  °'^*'  '^'  ''^h'  '^ '^^'  gentleman  to  lecture  other 
^^Id  f  ani  cluM  ^Zt  ^.rT^;  ''  °°^  '"^^  '  "''™^^"  °'"  '^^  House  for  the  course  which  their 
r*e  him°I  n^t^Z  Tr  I  '^"^V'  *"**  '°°-  ,  ^"'^  Prescribed  to  them.  As  to  the  changes  of 
iSieard  frl  ?h.r    =    ,  '^"  ""l^  °iJ"^"°°    P""C'P»^  <>{  which  the  gentleman  had  spoken, 

ijj     direc'lo^  S^'^'^"-  '  ^^'-  ^-  ^^"^  '^^  ^"1  °»'  «^^^°  '°  '"q"'r«  whether 

»not  wui  h,m  .  ^,rL  r  '  .^l'-  "•  ^'"^'  '^'  g^^'letn^o  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  had 
Slav  hi  ••  h^h  h^^  '  and  he  was  free  acted  consistently;  but  this  he  knew,  that  last 
l*w^.ll   heWi^h.^fJTf'^^K''''*''^  '^'   gentleman    had    been    proud  to  shake 

so    mertT  ,         ?  '  ^''^°''  ^'  =*/"  ^'^y    *^*"'^*  ^''''  'h^'"  '«  relation  to  a  bank,  dec.     The 

m.ZTofZ\^r     i^^^^^^^^^  '»*'^  '^^'^  of  another  chat^ge  of  prin 

iniiiion.-  01    dollars,  without  rpsprvm'r  tn    tho     „;„i..    -ii.  i^      .  ,  ,  .      •  *  ,        S    . 


million."  of  dollars,  without  reserving  to  the 

ernmenii  a  strong  check  on  them.  ^Mr.  H. 

j'i^iested  with  warmth  against  the  proscription 

i 


Iff 


ciple,  alluding  to  gentlemen  from  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  voted  for  the  present  bill.  In  reply 
to  this  remark,  Mr.  G.  said,  m  the  first  place,  he 
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had  something  of  that  old  puritanical  principle  in 
him,  which  objected  to  being  drilled  in  to  vote  in 
this  or  that  manner,  on  whatever  any  gentleman 
chose  to  call  a  question  of  principle.  Why  did 
the  gentleman  call  the  power  of  appointment  of 
five  directors  given  to  the  Government,  a  ques- 
tion of  principle  ?  The  question  is,  whether  one- 
fifth  of  the  direction  gives  the  Government  a  con- 
trol over  the  bank  1     I  say  no,  said   Mr.  G the 

gentleman  says  yes,  and  saying  so,  this  must  be 
a  question  of  principle.  That,  Mr.  G.  said,  ap- 
peared to  be  the  course  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment— the  force  ol  which  he  denied.  He  showed, 
that  in  the  State  bank**  in  New  York,  (not  un- 
dertaking to  say  how  it  might  be  in  New  Hamp- 
shire,) such  features  had  been  incorporated,  even 
whilst  General  Hamilton  was  in  the  full  vigor  of 
his  life  and  intluence,  and  it  was  done  by  his  party 
too,  dec.  The  gentleman  has  said  this  control 
would  be  a  lever  lu  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
It  was  a  fctraw,  Mr.  G.  said,  instead  of  a  lever, 
and  could  not  move  an  eagle,  much  less  five-aiid- 
ihiriy  millions  of  dollars.  When,  even  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  did  this  feature  become  a  ques- 
tion of  principle  ?  Mr.  G.  went  on  to  show,  that 
he  had  objected  to  the  feature  in  question,  and 
endeavored  to  procure  it  to  be  expunged  ;  but  he 
never  considered  it,  nor  had  it  been  debated,  but 
as  a  question  of  detail.  All  legislation,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  argue,  was  founded  in  the  idea  of  mu- 
tual compromise  as  to  modifications  of  details  ; 
and  this  clause,  now  so  much  objected  to,  could 
produce  no  possible  injury  to  the  people  or  to  the 
Government.  When  and  where  did  ihi.s  clause 
grow  into  a  principle  ?  He  could  tell,  he  said, 
the  way  it  travelled,  and  where  it  became  a  prin- 
ciple— not  in  the  open  face  of  day — he  would  not, 
however,  here  relate  its  hi.story.  It  had  not  been 
a  principle  with  him,  and  never  should  be.  .Mr. 
G.  went  on  to  say,  that  he  had  never  heard  a  wish 
expre-iised  from  any  side  of  the  House,  that  the 
Government  should  have  an  absolute  control  over 
the  operations  of  the  bank,  dec.  When  the  dis- 
cussion on  this  bill  had  been  first  opened,  Mr.  G. 
said,  he  had  heard  an  able  and  eloquent  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  that  very  speech,  in  which  the  evils  of 
the  present  system  were  fully  depicted,  had  con- 
vinced him  of  the  expediency  of  the  establishment 
of  this  bank,  as  better  calculated  than  anything 
else  to  remedy  the  evil.  Tiie  geulltman  had  con- 
cluded that  address  with  saying,  that  if  Congress 
rose  without  providing  a  proper  remedy,  they 
would  deserve  the  execration  of  the  nation.  Mr. 
G.  said  he  believed  it ;  and  believing,  as  he  had 
fully  delivered  his  opinion  the  other  day.  that 
there  was  no  remedy  but  the  bill  on  the  table,  he 
should  certainly  vote  for  it.  Mr.  G.  made  other 
remarks  to  show  thecorrectness  of  ihisconclusion. 
and  ending  by  saying  that  in  the  course  he  was 
obliged  to  take,  nothing  grieved  him  so  much  as 
the  necessity  of  differing  on  an  important  ques- 
tion from  men  whom  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
respecting  as  oracles,  and  with  whom  it  was  gen- 
erally his  pride  and  pleasure  to  act. 
Mr.  Webster,  in  replying  to  Mr.  GROiVENOR, 


disclaimed  any  iotentioD  to  dictate,  4fcc.  In  re- 
gard to  the  feature  of  the  bill  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  considered  it  a 
matter  of  principle,  but  attributed  that  opinion 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  no  further  than 
he  had  assumed  the  charge  of  a  departure  from 
principle  to  apply  to  himself.  What  is  the  mat- 
ter of  principle  m  this  case?  That  control  and 
influence  over  a  great  banking  institution  should 
not  be  possessed  by  the  Government.  The  de- 
gree of  that  influence  was  not  material — the  prin- 
ciple remaining  the  same,  be  the  influence  more 
or  less  extensive.  That  principle  was  violated  by 
this  bill,  which,  he  went  on  to  say,  could  not  be 
fairly  compared  with  similar  features  in  small 
banks  in  the  State  Governments.  But.  he  added, 
every  bank  so  constructed  in  the  United  States 
had  failed  to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  instituted,  and  was  at  this  moment  in  the 
daily  habitual  violation  of  its  engagements. 
Could  it  be  doubted.  Mr.  W.  said,  that  with  this 
capital,  and  this  power  over  it,  the  Government 
could  bring  any  man  into  terms,  and  make  the 
banks  act  as  they  pleased  ?  Gentlemen  had  done 
him  honor  in  quoting  his  opinions  in  support  of  part 
of  the  bill ;  but  he  asked,  if  it  was  fair  to  quote  a 
part  of  his  opinions  as  authority,  and  abuse  him 
for  the  rest  ?  Mr.  W.  expressed  the  pleasure  he 
had  enjoyed  in  travelling  with  his  friends  here. 
If.  in  journeying  with  a  friend,  on  a  road  pleasant 
and  smooth,  through  verdant  fields,  they  should 
arrive  at  a  part  rough  and  disagreeable;  if  they 
should  encounter  gloom,  and  darkness  should 
overtake  him;  if  then  his  friend  chose  to  aban- 
don him,  and  seek  a  road  more  agreeable,  let  him 
not.  said  he.  complain,  if  I  continue  on  the  old 
one.  To  complain  of  him,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  gen- 
tleman might  as  well  complain  of  tbe  fifty-nine 
others  with  whom  he  acted.  The  gentleman  re- 
minded him  of  the  anecdote  of  the  eleven  obsti- 
nate jurors,  and  related  a  case,  in  which  one  juror 
informed  the  judge  that  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  making  up  a  verdict,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  other  eleven,  who  were  the  most  obstinate 
fellows  he  ever  met  with,  and  that  he  himself 
was  the  only  candid  and  liberal  man  of  the  whole 
twelve.  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  shaken  hands  with 
the  gentleman  last  session  on  this  subject ;  if  they 
had  changed  their  opinions,  they  had  not  made 
the  world  the  wi.ser  for  them.  Mr.  W.  said,  though 
young,  he  found  that  he  possessed  antiquated  no- 
tions ;  and  that,  to  be  useful,  he  ought  to  have 
been  with  generations  that  had  gone  by. 

Mr.  Hulbert  said,  until  the  gentleman  could 
show  himself  divested  of  the  frailties  of  human 
nature,  he  ought  not  to  complain  that  a  part  only 
of  his  opinions  were  quoted.  Mr.  H.  reminded 
the  gentleman  of  an  authority  with  which  he 
doubtless  was  well  acquainted  ;  the  learned  Coke, 
having  finished  his  great  and  elaborate  commen- 
tary on  law — a  work  which  would  be  the  admi- 
ration of  all  ages — concludes  it  by  advising  bis 
readers  not  to  believe  that  all  which  he  finds  in 
that  book  to  be  law,  for  there  was  tijuch  of  it  that 
was  not  law.  Mr.  H.  said,  if  he  had  had  any, 
doubts  on  this   bill,  his  friend  from  New  York 
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i^'t  Gbo8ve,^or)  had  made  a  speech  which  per- 
ie|rr*^r  satisfied-  him  of  the  excellence  of  the  hank, 
TJ'i.gentleroaii  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Web- 
;s>t5{)  had  at  ^rst  made  the  amouot  of  capital  ao 
alN|"i"Jiportant^;a  fatal  error;  soon  afterwards  he 
'c:Af}-  into  thc-House,  and  declared  that  the  gov- 
er^  4ent  of  ihr  bank  was  a  sine  qua  nan,  and  for 
th:.'4*  would   compromise    his    other    objections. 


rBj!4f;WEBTS^jt  here  denied  that  he  had  said  so.] 

1  S|«not,  sai(^Mr.  H.  pretend  to  repeat  the  gen- 

'v>4tan's  wor-ls,  but  I  appeal  to  this  honorable 


Hv^e,  if  the  ;jenileman  did  not  say  that  the  gov- 
ei;^4i^eni  of  th^i  bank  was  a  sine  qua  rton  with  him, 
acti  if  that  w^is  given  up,  he  would  support  the 
b^  I  do  nopcensure  that  declaration,  said  Mr. 
B^Jlhe  greai\:barter  under  which  we  sit  here,  is 
tb^'jork  of  compromise  ;  the  South  suffered  it- 
self to  be  taxed  by  the  North,  for  its  slave  popu- 
i(a|ebi. ;  the  spirit  of  compromise  and  concession 
p^tSdes  the  ^hole  instrument.  What  the  gen- 
tli^an  meani-by  green  fields,  smooth  roads,  sep- 
<'iL.fc)on,  (&.C.,  ?^r.  n.  said  he  could  not  tell ;  but 
\i  ■M  meant  t(;;attribute  to  him  any  improper  in- 
iltf4ce,  he  disdained  the  insinuation;  while  be 
ii«S<j  he  woul«j  act  on  solid  and  independent  prin- 
ciQ(4s.  He  catne  here  first  in  a  time  of  war,  and, 
Ittijia  youngrmember,  expected  to  find  the  party 
tOT»^ich  he  v»as  proud  to  belong,  as  the  saying 
is^^~,|cking  toother;  but  he  was  surprised  to  find 
thj^^^entlema^  often  voting  on  this  side  and  the 
ol^'.li.  Mr.  ^.  said  he  would  not  part  with 
it>'P'l>,  unlest  they  thrust  him  off;  but  he  would 
ptg^  parting^  with  friends  to  parting  witli  his 
Ct^Tafrience.      i 

6(^^  McKEEt-spoke  in  support  of  the  bill;  and 

6i|fy5  '^'^  genflieman  from  New  Hampshire,  not- 

D?»'<iistanding  ^e  would  to-morrow  oppose  the  sus- 

p«ijr?on  of  ihi;,writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or  any  other 

UiS»>7«slitulioj;jnl  measure,  yet,  if  a  case  might  not 

pt"***  in   whirjb   its  suspen^ion   would  be  proper. 

J^ifei  he  const"jit  to   it?     Mr.  McK.  argued,  that 

Ibj^'ci   now    eijisied   a   similar   necessity   for  this 

^KtjkL     The  Constitution  had  made  it  (he  duty  of 

iC^rtTess  to  Hrgulale  the  national  currency,  and 

re^udy  evils  i^ierein  ;  and  the  proper  inquiry  now 

-irjrj,  whethet  this  bank  was  a  proper  measure  to 

''^Hf  ^^^  Cot^titulional  power  into  effect  in  this 

eI.>fl•^  geiicy  ?  for  this  inquiry  there  was  the  most 

ra|j,Joal  grouud.     No  Treasury  regulation  would 

rt^tfJy  'he  eiil;  the  banks  would  laugh  at  any 

»"fil  regulati.^n.     Mr.  McK.  said   he   had  voted 

^<*jiv"^  old  bajjk  ;  that  he  had  survived  the  storm 

^iftihich  his  "^i^ote  had  involved  him;  experience 

h  iljustitiediiis  conduct ;  and  he  hoped  still  to 

pve,  shoufi]  another  storm  suceeed  his  present 

jr.  SheffiJy  said,  he  was  not  scrupulous  as  to 

ower  oli  the  Government  to  establish  this 

buthe^id  not  admit  that  what  was  un- 

itutionarlto-day  would  not  be  so  to-morrow; 

thr<ijnstrume^jt  was  fixed  and  eternal,  and  could 

.nv'M'e  got  ovir.     The  suspension  of  the  writ  of 

;li{i.h(as  corpu)  was  dependent  on  a  fact,  which, 

".  i6*|  occurrec*^  the  suspension  would  be  proper; 

b^5|^lf  not,  it-«vas  ur.iuthorized.     Mr.  S.  said  he 

hj^voted  forjrenewing  the  old  bank,  because  he 


i'9 


thought  it  was  necessary  ;  and  if  he  could  be  con- 
vinced that  this  bank  would  realize  the  expecta- 
tion of  its  friends,  he  would  give  up  his  objec- 
tions. But,  without  any  di.«paragement  to  bis 
.'"riends,  and  notwithstanding  the  great  talents  of 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Calhoun)  who  led  the  busi- 
ness, Mr.  S.  said  the  question  had  not  been  prop- 
erly met  and  discus-sed.  When  they  came  to 
show  how  the  promised  remedy  was  to  be  pro- 
duced, they  dealt  in  generals;  they  did  not  de- 
monstrate their  assertions  ;  ii  was  here  they  failed, 
and  would  fail.  Mr.  S.  then  argued  at  some 
length,  to  show  that  the  bank  would  not  answer 
the  purpose  of  correcting  the  evils  in  the  cur- 
rency, and  that  the  expectation  was  visionary  and 
delusive. 

The  qneslioD  was  then  taken,  and  decided 
against  postponement — yeas  67,  nays  91,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bennett, 
Birdsall,  Ureckenridgc,  Burnside,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Cil- 
ley,  Clayton,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Glasgow,  Gotdsbo- 
rough,  Goodwyn,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hammond,  Hanson, 
Hardio,  Heister,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovctt,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mayrant,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Milnor,  Newton,  Noyes,  Pickering,  Pit- 
kin, Randolph,  Reed,  Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Ser- 
geant, Savage,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Vosc,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whiteside,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\dgate,  .\lpiander,  Archer,  Atherton, 
Baer,  Bateman,  Belts,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chappell,  Chip- 
man,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conner,  Creighton,  Crocheron.Cuthbert,  Ed- 
wards, Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Gold,  Grif- 
fin, Grosvenor,  Hawes.  Henderson,  Huger,  Hulbert, 
Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwm  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson, 
Jewett,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Love, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee, 
.Middleton,  Moore,  Moseiey,  Murfree,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sacbusettM,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Robertson, 
Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  .Maryland,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Southard,  Tate,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carohna, 
Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover, 
Wheaton,  Wilde,  WUkin,  WUioughby,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, William  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yancey, 
and  Yates. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then,  after 
some  ineffectual  attempts  tO  amend  them,  con- 
curred in,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  April  6. 

Mr.  L0WNDE8.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation now  allowed  by  law  to  inspectors,  mea- 
surers, weighers,  and  gaugers,  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  customs;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  R0BERT80.1C,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
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seph  S.  Newell ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  oJ  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  discharged  from  a  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  ma- 
king certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  that  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Herbert, 
Mr.  Caldwell,  .Mr.  Lewis.  .Mr.  Ormsby.  and 
Mr.  Piper. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  liave  passed  a  bill  "for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton 
deceased;"'  also,  a  bill  "  to  establish  a  system  of 
navigation  for  the  United  States,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

Mr.  Calhoun  from  the  Committee  on  a  Na- 
tional Currency,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual collection  of  revenue  in  the  lawful  money 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed.  The  bill  is  as  follows  : 
A  bill  for  the  more   effectual   collection  of  the  public 

revenue,  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Be  it  inacted,  <5^c.,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  give  pubUc 
notice,  in  any  one  or  more  of  the  papers  published  in 
each  and  every  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States, 
that,  from  and  after  the  thirty  first  day  of  December 
next,  the  payment  of  duties,  taxes,  debts,  and  generally 
of  all  sums  of  money  whatsoever,  which  have  then 
accrued  and  become  payable,  or  which  shall  there- 
after accrue  and  become  payable  to  the  United 
States,  or  to  any  public  officer,  agent  or  other  person, 
for  their  use,  will  be  demanded  in  the  gold,  silver  and 
copper  coins  of  the  United  States,  or  in  such  foreign 
coins  as  have  been  or  shall  be  made  current  by  law. 
And  from  and  alter  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  public  officer, 
agent  or  other  person  whomsoever,  employed  in  the 
collection  or  receipt  of  the  revenue,  or  other  public 
money  whatsoever,  to  accept  or  allow  payment  of  any 
such  duties,  taxes,  debu  or  sums  of  money  whaUoever, 
in  any  other  medium  than  in  the  said  coins,  or  in 
Treasury  notes  :  Provided,  always.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  authorue 
and  permit,  as  heretofore,  tiie  notes  of  any  bank  or 
bankers  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the 
said  coins,  to  be  accepted  and  allowed  in  all  paymenU 
to  the  UniUd  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  December  next,  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  shall  not  autborire  or  per- 
mit any  public  money  to  be  deposited,  or  to  continue 
to  be  deposited  with  any  bank  or  bankers,  whose  notes 
are  not  payable  and  paid  on  demand  m  the  said 
coins  of  the  United  States,  or  in  foreign  coins  made 
current  by  law  as  aforesaid.  And  from  and  after  the 
•aid  thirty-first  day  of  December,  all  pubbc  moneys 
shall  be  deposited  in  such  secure  place,  in  the  Sutes 
and  Territories  respectively,  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  shall  designate  and  appoint. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from   and 
after  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  December  next,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause 
14th  Co.N.  1st  Slss.— 43 


legal  measures  to  be  taken  for  enforcing  a  lawful  pay- 
ment of  all  suras  of  money  due  to  the  United  States, 
on  account  of  bank  notes  or  deposites,  from  any  bank 
or  bankers,  whose  notes  are  not  then  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  said  coins  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  foreign  coins  made  current  by  law  as  aforesaid. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  said  thirty-first  day  December  next,  upon  any 
promissory  notes,  or  notes  payable  either  to  bearer  or 
to  order,  issued  by  any  of  the  banks  or  corporations 
who  issue  and  discount  notes,  bonds  or  obligations, 
either  incorporated  or  not  incorporated,  which  now  are 
or  hereafter  shall  be  established  in  the  United  States 
or  Territories  thereof,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected 
and  paid  the  several  stamp  duties  following — 
If  not  exceeding  one  dollar,  ten  cents. 
If  above  one  dollar,  and  not  exceeding  two  dollars, 
twenty  cenu. 

If  above  two  dollars  and  not  exceeding  three  dollars, 
thirty  cents. 

If  above  three  dollars  and  not  exceeding  five  dollars, 
fifty  cents. 

If  above  five  dollars  and  not  exceeding  ten  dollars, 
one  dollar. 

If  above  ten  dollars  and  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars, 
two  dollars. 

If  above  twenty  dollars  and  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars, 
five  dollars. 

If  above  fifty  dollars  and  not  exceeeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  ten  dollars. 

If  above  one  hundred  dollars  and  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  fifty  dollars. 

If  above  five  hundred  dollars,  one  hundred  dollars. 
.\nd   in  relation   to  the   stamp  duties  herein   and 
hereby  imposed,  there  shall  not  be  allowed  any  annual 
or  other  composition  or  commutation,  but  the   same 
shall  be  specifically  coIlecteJ  for  and  upon  the  stamps 
affixed  to  the  notes  hereby  charged  therewith,  saving 
the    rights  of  all    persons    under    existing   contracts. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue   to  cause    to  be  provided  so  many  marks  and 
stamps,  diflenng  from  each  other,  as  shall  correspond 
with  the  several  rates  of  duty  aforesaid  ;  but  each  stimp 
shall  express,  among  other  things,  the  following  words 
at  length,  in  distinct  and  legible  characters:    "Not  a 
specie  note."  And  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled, 
"  An  act  for    laying   duties  on   notes  of  banks,"  Ac, 
passed  on   the   second  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  and  of  the  supplemenU  thereto, 
passed  on  the  tenth  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  shall   be  appUed   to  the  stamp 
duties  imposed  by  this  act,  as  fully  as  if  the  same  were 
herein  recited  and  re-enacted,  except  so  far  as  respects 
the  rates  of  duty  and   an  annual  composition  in  lieu 
of  the  stamp  duties.     Provided  always,  nevertheless. 
That  if  any  banks  or   bankers  shall,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  November  next,  certify  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  that  their  notes  will  be  payable  and  paid 
in  coin  as  aforesaid,  upon  demand,  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December  next,  and  if  it  appear  to  his  satis- 
faction that  payment  is  to  be  made,  then,  with  respect 
to  such  banks   and   bankers,  tlie  rate  of  duty  and  the 
privilege  of  composition  and  commutation  shall  remain 
in  all  respects  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  regu- 
lating the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage:  wliea 
The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Rosa,  and 


9jJ 


1341' 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1348 


h/o#.         ! 


The  Tariff. 


April,  1816. 


dfff i|ding  on  Ae  4th   instant,  was  modiGed  by 

the  rfeSver.  and  Agreed  to  by  the  House. 

;  A  potion  w*--  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  to  re- 
CfjmnJBi  ilie  bili  10  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
H(oui4 — Negatived. 

'A  ^Jlioii  W8^  made  by  Mr.  Hcger  further  to 
aeaer^  the  bill  by  inserting,  at  the  end  of  the  34ih 
line  (j(  the  1st  iU'ction  of  the  printed  bill,  the  fol- 
IdwiiV;  proviso? 

""  Sjticided,  T^at  woollen  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which 
wooI%h  the  mate. is!  of  chief  value,  the  original  cost  of 
whirli^t  the  plate  whence  exported  shall  not  exceed 
tbrei;  Cbillin^  stro'Iin^  p«r  square  yard,  shall  be  char- 
gi-d-w-'th  no  higNr  duty  than  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cen3M4>  *^  valore^p  ;  but  such  cloths,  to  be  entitled  to 
th^  {advantage  of'  this  provision,  shall  be  imported  in 
st^trre  and  distiiict  packages,  which  shall  contain  no 
cl  )t%,^ie  prime  r()8t  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  ex- 
poTfV(C  shall  ezccrd  three  shillings  sterling  per  square 

Act^  tbe  querjlioD  being  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  s^  provis(|,  it  vns  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive^-i/eas  51.  nkys  So,  as  follows: 

'X"«j« — Messrs^  Archer,  Baer,  Barbour,  Brecken- 
'''"ST'ff  ^T^"'  BVfiaidc,  Chappell,  Clarke  of  IVortb 
CaKittiSi  Clayt<i),  Clopton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Ed- 
wu«l^  Forney,  Horsyth,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborough, 
Goo^»yn,  Grosv,{nor,  Hale,  Huger,  Hungerford,  John- 
son i<Jf  Virginia,  •^err  of  Virginia,  Law,  Lewis,  Love, 
LaTpt^  McKec,  Middleton,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson 
of  }fi.i.  -sachusetts.!  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ania  ^ndolph,  4oane,  Robertson,  Sheffey,  Smith  of 
MaiJ)J.\d,  Smith  :jf  Virginia,  Stuart,  Taylor  of  South 
Car;lai«t  Telfair-  Vose,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wright, 
andjfiinccy.  . 

NS»;i» — Messrss.Adgate,  .•\lcxander.  .\therlon.  Baker, 
Bm»c5,  Batemarf,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdsall,  Boss, 
Bra<li'^ry,  Brookj^  Cady,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Ctendfl^inin,  Coa,Jtock.  Conner,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
C«>ih«fon,  Cuthljert,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha, 
G;a«g^,  Grifiin.j  Hahn,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes, 
Kopk.^son,  HulV^^' '"gbam,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tiicl{j  j  Kent,  L«ngdon,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle, 
Lyteij^vlaclay,  \^ar8h,  .May rant,  McCoy.  McLean  of 
Keriti>ky,  Milm^,  Moseley,  Newton,  Noyes,  Parris, 
Piclej^ng,  Piper. "Pitkin,  Reynolds,  Rugglcs,  Sergeant, 
SftvH^,  Schenckj,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Soi<t^rd,  Stearv-8,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taul, 
Th()DSs,  Throop.  Townsend,  Tucker.  Ward  of  Mas- 
sacl^uj-'tts.  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  V\  hcalon, 
Wljit^ide,  Wil'ox,  Wilkin,  Willoughby,  Thomas 
WiJsJi,  Wilhen*  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Vales. 

JLjnoiion  wiis  then  made   by  Mr.  Higer  to 

slrsjt'/ out  the  Word  "Jive,^''  contained  in  the  29th 

liDf^j^  the  firsti section,  so  as  to   reduce  the  duty 
.J»  -ii-_ c r . ijyg    ppj. 

im    ad 


lin«  tT  me  iirsn  strcviuii.  su  as  lu  iruucc  iiit 
on'wl)ollen  manufactures  from  twenty-fir 
ce|l^n  ad  vaforem,  to  twenty  per  centui..  __ 
vafci^m.  AntS  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 
it  vii  determii^ed  in  the  negative — yeas  52,  nays 
84.Ta!j  follows :  . 

•^•» — Messn|.  Archer,  Baer,  Barbour,  Brecken- 
rid^T^  Bryan,  B^irnside,  Champion,  Clarke  of  North 
Cr  oijiia,  CloptcM,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Edwards,  For- 
ney,|  ►'orsylh,  (ii^ston,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Hale, 
Hcri  hi,  Huger,  tlungerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr 
of  ^'  jrginia,  Kiig  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis, 
Li**(  ,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  McKee,  Middleton, 

^         I 
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Moore,  Morfree,  Nelaon  of  Ma«MchuMtU,  Nelaon  of 
Virginia,  Pleasants,  Randolph,  Roane,  Roberts,  Root, 
Smith  of  Virginia.  Sturges,  Telfair,  Thomas.  Vose, 
Wilcox,  Wilde,  Williams,  Woodward,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander.  Atherton.  Ba- 
ker, Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Brad- 
bury, Brooks,  Brown,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chip- 
man,  Cdley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Conner, 
Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crochcron,  Darlington, 
Davenport,  Desha,  Glasgow,  fiold.  Griffin,  Hahn,  Ham- 
mond, Hawes,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Jewett, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lyle,  Lyon, 
.Maclay,  Marsh,  Mason,  Mayranl,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Milnor,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Ruggles,  Sergeant, 
Savage,  Scbenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  .Maryland,  Southard,  Stearns,  Strong,  Tag- 
gart,  Taul,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tncker,  Ward  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wendover,  Whcaton,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Willoughby, 
Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

A  motion  was   made  by  Mr.  Ward,  of  Masst" 

chu.>ietts.  lo  reduce  the  duty  on  hemp  from  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight,  to  one 
dollar  per  hundred  weight.  And  the  question  be- 
ing taken   it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Tucker  fur- 
ther to  amend    the  said  bill,  by  striking  out   from 


y  strilci 
tlowioi 


the  first  section  thereof  the  following  words: 

"  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which 
cotton  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  (excepting  nan- 
keens imported  directly  from  China,)  the  original  cost 
of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported  shall  bo  leas 
than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty-tive  cents  per  square 
yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly,  and 
on  cotton  yarn  or  thread  the  same." 

And  the  que!>tiun  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  51.  navs  82,  as 

lollow,>  : 

Y«AS — Messrs.  Baer,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bryan,  Burn- 
side,  Champion,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Edwards,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Heister,  Henderson,  Huger, 
Hungerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  .McKee,  Moore,  Nelson  of  .Massachu- 
setts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Ran- 
dolph, Roane,  Robertson,  Ross,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas, 
Tucker,  Vose,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton, Baker,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Belts,  Birdsall.  Boss, 
Bradbury,  Brook.s,  Brown,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Chipman,  Cilley,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crochcron,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Glasgow,  Gold,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hammond, 
Hawes,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Jewett, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lowndes,  Ma- 
clay, .Marsh,  Mason,  Mayrant.  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ken- 
lucky,  Middleton,  Milnor,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parris, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Root,  Ruggles,  Ser- 
geant, Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  .Maryland,  Southard,  Strong,  Taul, 
Throop,  Townsend,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Ward  of  New,  Jersey,  Wendover,  Wheaton,  Whiteside, 
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Wilkin,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  WUliam  WU- 
•on.  Woodward,  and  Yates. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime  on  Monday 
next. 


Monday,  April  8. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of  John  Holkar.  for- 
merly Consul  General  of  France  to  the  United 
States,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nklson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ofiScial  conduct  of 
Judge  Tallmadge.  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  the  re>olution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  lo  permit  the  attendance  of  the  Hon.  Na- 
than Sanford,  a  member  of  their  body,  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  appointed  lo 
inquire  into  the  official  conduct  of  Judge  Tallmadge, 
lo  be  examined  touching  the  subjects  contained  in  the 
preceding  report  relative  to  the  alleged  misconduct  of 
Judge  Tallmadge  in  his  office,  as  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  district  court  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  committees  of  the 
whole  House  lo  whom  are  committed  the  various 
bills  and  reports  originating  with  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  that  they  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  Hamon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  loio  the  expediency  of 
passing  a  law  giving  liie  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  aci  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
passed  at  their  last  session,  entitled  "An  act  iu- 
corporaiing  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  impro- 
ving the  navigation  ot  James  River  from  War- 
wick lo  Rockeii's  Landing,"  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other  jvise.— Mr.  Pleas- 
ants, Mr.  Breckenridge,  and  Mr.  Clopton, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  instructed  to  lay  before  this  House 
a  statement  of  all  ihe  loans  made  to  the  Gov- 
ernment by  the  several  banks  since  the  1st  of 
March,  1812.  desipating  at  what  times  and  on 
what  terms  buch  loans  were  made.  | 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commi>sioner  of  the  General  Land  j 
OflSce,  tranhraitiing  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the 
commissioners  for  settling  claims  to  land  in  the 
Western  district  of  the  Stateof  Louisiana  ;  which  | 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Jiesolced,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales, 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  alterations  or  modifications  are 


necessary  lo  be  made  in  the  laws  establishing 
ports  of  entry  and  delivery  ;  and  what  new  reg- 
ulations, if  any,  are  required  for  the  government 
of  the  same ;  and  also  whether  ports  of  entry 
are  not  multiplied  beyond  the  number  which  pol- 
icy prescribes  for  the  safe  collection  of  the  rer- 
enue. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  discharged  from  a  further 
consideration  of  the  several  petitions  and  resolu- 
tions referred  to  them  during  the  present  session 
respecting  the  establishment  of  ports  of  entry 
and  delivery,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  benefit  of 
the  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  de- 
ceased," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
Grosvenor,  Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr. 
Sharpe,  Mr.  Creighton,  Mr.  Conner,  and  Mr. 
Calhodn. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  to  establish  a  sys- 
tem of  navigation  for  the  United  States,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  W  hole, 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  more  con- 
venient arrangement  of  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
be  dibcharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
same,  and  thai  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  lime  to-morrow. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  the  third  lime; 
and  the  question  stated,  '•  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  be  post- 
poned to  December  next.     In  making  this  mo- 
tion, Mr.  R.  said,   he   was  not  actuated  by  the 
usual  motives  of  similar  motions.     It  proceeded 
from  a  belief  that  the  subject  had  not  been  prop- 
erly and   maturely  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.     He  wished  the  subject  postponed 
to  the  next  session,  that  the  system   might  be 
printed  collaterally  with  ihe  present  duties,  that 
every  member  might   take  it   home  and  consult 
his  constituents — those  whose  opinions  he  ought 
to  respect.     The  bill,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  been  pre- 
cipitated through  ihe  House,  and  the  discussion 
on  it  showed  a  strange  and  mysterious  connexion 
between   this  measure  and  one  (the   bank  bill) 
which  had  just  passed,  and  was  now  beyond  the 
control  of  this  House.  A  not  her  reason  for  referring 
the  subject  to  the  next  session  was,  he  said,  the 
material  injury  it  would  produce  on  the  revenue 
if  adopted  now  ;  and   at  this  time  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ought  strictly  to  guard  against 
any  deficit  in  the  revenue.     He  thought  the  rea- 
sons for  postponement  were  imperious. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion 
for  postponement.  Among  other  arguments,  in 
reply  lo  Mr.  Randolph,  be  said  it  was  extremely 
n-.'cessary  to  adopt  at  once  some  permanent  sys- 
tem on  which  commercial  men,  as  well  as  oth- 
ers,  might   rely  with   confidence.    If  the  tariff 
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wert\DOt  passjd,  the  commercial  community 
■wouii  have  to  fook  to  the  next  session,  without 
koo^Og  how  ''.o  shape  their  conduct,  or  form 
theiKtalculatiops,  uncertain  of  the  policy  which 
rai^^c  be  then  ydopted. 

Yl  LowNDi's  also  offered  some  remarks  in 
repilyt  to  Mr.  Rjundolph,  and  against  postponing 
tHe^Sil.  He  dsnied  the  charge  of  precipitation 
iu  'ijf  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  making  his 
rtpjiii;  and  rei^jrred  to  the  circular  letters  long 
siii^'Jsent  to  va-rious  quarters  in  search  of  infor- 
nia-(i|«n.  to  shovj*  that  the  Secretary  had  not  acted 
preyrjiturely,  add  that  measures  were  long  ago 
tab'i^C'io  obtainlill  possible  light  on  the  subject. 
Mrjl^  admitte<J  that  there  were  particular  fea- 
turtifTi  the  bifl  about  the  passage  of  which  he 
waji Ik-I  anxiouB;  but  iu  a  system  so  extensive 
itie^J  must  be  particular  parts  on  which  mem- 
ber's J-guld  not-agree.  As  a  whole,  however,  he 
h»L  Jo  doubt  it.  would  be  beneficial  to  the  reve- 
x.,  and  ;to   the   general    interests   of  the 

T 

Calhoc^  had  no  intention  of  entering  in 
Jussion  of  <he  motion  ;  but  he  wished  mere- 
ly <^  reply  torihe  insinuation  of  a  mysteriuus 
cortmxion  betw^een  this  bill,  and  that  to  establish 
the^Sank.  He' denied  any  improper  or  unfair 
unifrfstanding, iind  could  challenge  the  House  to 
supj^t  the  ciiarge.  In  fact,  \fr.  C.  said,  the 
mcAi^iealous  friends  of  the  bank  were  generally 
unirJ^odly  to  this  tariff;  and  the  warmest  friends 
o}'  c«-ier  could/noi  be  found  on  the  same  side. 

4§i!''  i>ome  further  couversation  between  Mr. 
RA^i-iLPH  and  Mr.  Calhocn,  the  question  was 
lak^A  ".by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  postponement. 
aQ(J  iiicided  in  ibe  negative — yeas  47,  nays  95, as 

Vilk» — Me«MjJ.  Baer,  Breckenridge,  Bryan,  Burn- 
»;d«,y^ainpi«n,;  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clopton, 
Curj5iijJ€r,  Edwajrds,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Goldsborough, 
Ha'fi'iHall,  H%rdin,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hungerford, 
KetTjUf  Virgini?!,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon, 
Mcf^jMj.  Murfreei  Nelson  of  Va.,  Pickens,  Pickering, 
Baji(t)lph,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Sheffey, 
fcin^tfi  of  Va.,  Sthart,  Tate,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina, 
Te\{i^,  Thomai,  Vose,  Wilcoi,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wvi«^.  and  Yapcey. 

ii^vs — Messr/i.  Adgste,  Alexander,  Archer,  .\ther- 
tot^flinker,  Bar*>our,  bassett,  Batemau,  Baylies,  Ben- 
hei^Betts,  Binisall,  Bosc,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Cady, 
CalfS-ell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Chipman, 
C'lijjc'n,  Clentfinnin,  Comstock,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Cr^>ff^rd,  Creigfiton,  Crocheron,  Cuthbert,  Darhng> 
toi^.  IJjivenport,  jDesba,  Glasgow,  Gold,  Griffin,  Gros- 
vericJ.  Hahn,  I^ainmond,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hop- 
kjrjsln.  Inghani,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson, 
Jev>^t,  Johnsoi)  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Ket>^  Langdon,^  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Maclay, 
•Mvi*);  Mason,  rVtayrant,  .McCoy,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tu<^,  Middletotk,  Milnor,  .Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
PatM^:  Piper,  Pilkin,  PlcasanU,  Powell,  Ruggles,  Ser- 
ge|<»,.  Savage,  Mchenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vaa^.  Smith  of  IMaryland,  Southard,  Strong,  Sturges, 
Ta^*art,  Taul,  Throop.  Townsend,  Tucker,  Ward  of 
Ni*  York,  Wajd  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whea- 
loijiVhiteside,  iV'ilkin,  Wiliougbby,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Wiftini  Wilsot;'  Woodward,  and  Yates. 


The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill ;  when 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  spoke  nearly  three 
hours  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  generally 
against  the  policy  of  encouraging  manufacturing 
establishments  at  all,  especially  against  the  pro- 
priety of  aflording  a  high  bounty  by  taxing  the 
community. 

Mr.  Wright  also  spoke  some  time  against  the 
bill ;  as  also  did 

Mr.  Telfair,  who  opposed  the  bill  in  a  speech 
of  half  an  hour;  when  the  question  on  the  pas- 
sa:;e  of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  54,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Alher- 
ton.  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassott,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Ben- 
nett, Belts,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Brooks,  Brown,  Cady, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chipman,  Clendennin, 
Comstock,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Cuthbert, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Glasgow,  Gold,  Groa- 
venor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Henderson, 
Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jewett, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Mai^h,  Mason,  Mayrant, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Milnor,  Newton,  Noyaa, 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Powell, 
Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Strong, 
Taggart,  Taul,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Wallace, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendo- 
ver, Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  WUIoughby,  Thos. 
Wilson,  Wilham  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Bry- 
an, Bumside,  Champion,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
Clopton,  Culpeper,  Edwards.Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston, 
Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Heister,  Her- 
bert, Huger,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Moore, 
Murfrce,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pickens,  Pickering,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rob- 
ertson, Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Shelfey.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stearna,  Stnart,  Tate,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tel- 
fair, Thomas,  Vose,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wright, 
and  Y'ancey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  then  took  up  the  resolution  fixing  the  pe- 
riod of  adjournment. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  propriety  of 
various  days  which  were  named,  and  the  inex- 
pediency of  fixing  at  this  time  o:i  any  day  for 
adjournment,  a  motion  to  postpone  the  resolution 
until  Monday  was  made  and  carried. 


ToESDAY  April  9. 

Mr.  RoBERTSO.v.  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
survey  of  two  millions  of  acres  of  the  public 
lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quantity  heretofore  author- 
ized to  be  surveyed  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
as  military  bounty  lands;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  «  select  committee,  re- 
portec!  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  incorpor- 
ate a  company  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
James  river ;  which  was  twice  read  and  commit- 
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led  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  passed 
forthwith  through  the  committee,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Hopkinson,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  regulating  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress,  reported  two  resolutions  pro- 
riding  that  the  business  of  all  kinds  which  may 
remain  unfinished  at  the  close  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, shall  be  taken  up  at  the  next  session  at  the 
precise  point  to  which  it  shall  have  progressed 
during  the  present  session;  which  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
more  convenient  arrangement  of  the  times  and 
places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States  lor  the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  were  reported  to  the  House, 
and  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  to  wit :  The  bill  to  fix  the  commissions 
of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties,  dec;  a  bill  to  increase  the  compensation 
now  allowed  to  gaugers,  weighers,  inspectors, 
&c.,  employed  in  the  customs;  a  bill  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  authorizing  the  city  of  Charles- 
ion  to  lay  a  certain  duty  on  vessels  from  foreign  I 
ports  ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  , 
children  of  Captain  Z.  Morgan.  , 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  militia  ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Hamon,  and  on  the  several  subjects  thereto  com- 
mitted; and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Hamon;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Ross  and  Samuel  Breck,  surviving  ex- 
ecutors of  John  Ross,  deceased  ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Farrar,  William  Young,  and 
William  Moseley  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wilson;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D. 
Butler;  the  bill  to  authorize  payment  for  the 
county  court-house  of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  S.  Reed 
and  Daniel  Dobbins;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  Wheaton  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Manasseh  Minor ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Flood  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Com- 
pany ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the 
county  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York  ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Crosby  and  John 
Crosby,  jr. ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim 
Shayler;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  dc  Mc- 
Neal,  Evans  dc  McNeal,  and  Henry  &  John  Mc- 
Cleister ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish  ;  the 
bill   for   the   relief    of  Peter   Audrain,  wiihoui 


amendment ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  a  company 
of  the  20th  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Jonathan  Wamsley  ;  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  O'Flyng,  and  Abigail 
and  Edmund  O'Flyng,  with  an  amendment  to 
each;  and  their  agreement  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Barry  and  George  Hodge." 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  have  leave  to  sit  again  upon  the  residue 
of  the  said  order. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
a  company  of  the  20th  brigade  of  Virginia  mi- 
litia, commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Wams- 
ley," and  to  that  "for  the  relief  of  Patrick  O'- 
Flyng, and  Abigail  and  Edmund  O'Flyng."  were 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the 
said  bills  ordered  to  be  severally  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar  and 
others  was  amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  several  other  bills  to  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  have  reported  their 
assent  as  aforesaid,  were  ordered  to  be  severally 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for 
the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodge," 
with  the  report  thereupon,  lie  upon  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  George  Nebinger,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Gelston  and  Peter  A.  Schenck,  and  on  the  sev- 
eral bills  thereto  committed  ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  for  ttie  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods 
entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  district  of  Maine, 
with  an  amendment;  which  was  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Carr; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
alter  the  road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  reserve;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
lands  forfeited  to  the  United  States  in  the  district 
of  Jeffersonville,  at  the  land  office  in  said  dis- 
trict; and  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  author- 
ize the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell 
a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the 


.  J.' 
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uo«  ut  4^->  ^y<»y^^,  and  after  some  time  spent  prayine  that  a  public  road  may  be  laid  out  and 
ihert'iDji'te  bills  i/ere  reported  without  amend-  '  made  from  Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  the 
mei^f.    *  1  head  of  Sandusky  bay,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. — 

Orrlf^d,  That  Jihe  first  mentioned  bill  be  en-    Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  upon  the 
groso»di^nd,  toget^^er  with  the  bill  from  the  Sen-    same  subject  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
ate,  .rea)^a  third  (jrae  to-morrow.  '      Mr.  Newto.n,  from    the  Committee  of  Corn- 

Tie  i  'yuse  resoived  itself  into  a  Committee  of  j  merce  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  making 
the  Wl^iie  on  the'iill  providing  for  the  sale  of  a  j  appropriations  for  rebuilding  light-houses,  and  for 
tracif  yf^lknd  at  tJie  British  fort  at  the  Miami  of  completing  the  plan  of  lighting  ihem  according 
Lak>i  Jit/n^.  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  and  for  other  j  to  the  improvements  of  Winslow  Lewis;  for  pla- 
purgiOvS  J  and  afiilr  some  time  spent  therein,  the  cing  beacons  and  buoys;  for  the  pre.servation  of 
bill '\J^  ^reported  twithout  amendment,  and  or-  Little  Gull  Island;  and  for  surveying  the  coast 
dercd  i^iue  engro$,ed  and  read  a  third  lime  on  of  the  United  States; — which  was  read  twice,  and 
Friday  Alt.  i  j  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 

The  Jlpuse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  WD^te  on  xhi{  bill  providing  for  the  safe  of  {  thesubject  of  revenue 
ihe  tracjjcf  land  a»?  the  Lower  Rapids  of  Sandus- 
ky r'vcil;:and  afie^  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
bill  wa;^'. Reported  Wiibcut  amendment,  and  or- 
derci  to  be  engrolsed,  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Fridjy  Vxt 


Ti)«»  flouse  reso|ved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe  v^ti^le  on  the  Resolution  directing  the  Secre- 
tary o<' ^'late  to  ccjmpile  and  print,  biennially,  a 
regisTcrfuf  the  citil,  military,  and  naval  officers 
of  thtf'^jniled  States;  and  after  some  time  spent 
tberfii^fif  the  resolution  was  reported  without 
amejtilijeot.   and    prdered    to    be    engrossed  and 


tf-r 


ird  time  tt-morrow. 


Mr.  Newton  also  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "for  the  relief  of  Xaverio  Nandi,"  with- 
out amendment  ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  Ridgeley  and  others. 

Mr.  Wilcox,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Herbert,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill   from  the  Senate  "supple- 


mentary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  mcorpo- 
louse  resokved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  rate  a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads 
tie  on  th«»  bill  for  the  payment  of  the  within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  reported  the 
■II  the  case Jtherein  mentioned;  and  after  '  i^ame  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  or- 
[rte  spent  .herein,  the  bill  was  reported  'Jered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 
riiiiendmei,t.  On  motion   of  Mr.  JoH.NdON,  of  Kentucky,  a 

Jiiid  bill  w|i3  then  amended,  and  ordered  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ei- 
to  b<r  e^rossed,  ainl  read  a  third  time  on  Thurs-  '  pediency  of  continuing  in  force  the  law  in  rela- 
day  ney ..  ,  tion  to  Indian  trade. — Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 

'  [Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Alexanoer,  Mr.  Lyon,  and 

Mr.  Baylies,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  George  Nebin- 


**i)EATH 


^,,„ ^)F  MR.  STANFORD. 

M,r.  Caston  announced  the  death  of  Richard 


STANFf^p,  a   mcT'iber  of  this    House,  from  the 


Sta»e   'ViSorih  Carolina:  whereupon, 


ger,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 


AMofl:^.  onan.n.Wy,  That  a  committee  be  "p-  i  pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
poinletlFi  take  ordei  for  superintending  the  funeral  of        qn^^  k.ii  i,,  r««....i  .-;ik  „„_  i j 


i<icLarA.:r.anford,  dej-eaaed,  late  a  Representative  from 

^t.i>f:" 

A'oti^ Messrs.   Qaston,    Yancey,    Culpeper, 


the 


North  Cjarolina. 


FoKNt^;  PickENs^  Clarke,  and  Edwards,  were 
appoiiA^tl  the  said;committee. 

RiscS^-ii,  That  thi!  members  of  this  House  will  tes- 
tify ihfft'respect  foijlhc  memory  of  Richard  Stanford, 
jA'  their   bt^j,   by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
month.  , 

unanimiuely.  That  the  members  of  this 
Mil   attend  ^he    funeral   of  the  late   Richard 

to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock.       ' 
Ji'i,  That  ajmessage  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
them  of  he  death   of  Richard  Stan- 


The  bill  to  reward  with  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  the  captors  of  certain  Algerine  vessels 
was  called  up  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  whose  motion 
it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "in 
consideraiiun  of  the  valor  and  promptitude  with 
wliich  the  capture  was  effected  ;"  and  the  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Currency  Committee 
to  compel  specie  payments,  wa>,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Calhoun,  recommitted  to  the  select  commit- 
tee, for  the  purpose  of  making  some  amendment 
in  its  details. 

In  moving  the  recommitment,  Mr.  C.  remarked 
that  the  modification  intended  to  expunge  a  fea- 
ture [the  high  duties]  in  the  bill,  which,  if  re- 


r^  a  memttr   of  this  House,  and  that  his 
funeraa^Vill  take  ^lace  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,    tained,  would  probably  require  more  discussion 
Ord^^d,   That  'when   the  House  adjourns,  it  i  than,  at  this  late  period,  the  House  would  be  will- 
will  aijl^arn  until  ihe  day  after  to-mo;row.  !  ing  to  devote  to  it ;  and  that  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
X*;                     '  better  not  to  agitate  the  question  during  the  pres- 

•  '^*         T     '  A      1  11  lent  session. 

•  »?•         lHtpDA^.  April  11.  1      Orrf^rerf,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
Mr.  ^iLDWELL  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  [discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 

inhabit  j-ats  of  SteubenviUe,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,    bill  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  public 
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revenue  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  upon 
the  subject  of  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 

An  act  to  fix  the  commissions  of  the  collectors 
of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  to  revive 
and  continue  in  force  "  An  act  further  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage ;" 

An  act  to  increase  the  compensations  now  al- 
lowed by  law  to  inspectors,  measurers,  weighers, 
and  gangers,  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
customs  ; 

An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
acts  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  authorizing 
the  City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and 
collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  for- 
eign ports;  and  to  acts  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
authorizing  the  imposition  and  collection  of  a  duty 
on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Savan- 
nah and  St.  Mary's; 

An  act  declaring  the  iissent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  therein 
mentioned  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  orphan 
children  of  Zacquille  .Morgan,  late  a  captain  in 
the  United  States'  Army  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hamon  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and  Sam- 
uel Breck,  surviving  executors  of  Charles  Ross, 
deceased  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar,  William 
Young,  William  Moseley,  and  William  Leach  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson  ; 

An  act  for  the"  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler; 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  for  the  court 
hou^e  of  Hamilton  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  S.  Reed  and 
Daniel  Dobbins; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  JoFeph  Wheaton  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Manas^eh  Miner; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby 
Jones ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Flood  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  Clin- 
ton county,  in  the  State  of  New  York  ; 

An  act  UiT  the  relief  of  John  Crosby  and  John 
Crosby,  jr. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  Shayler; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  «fe  McNeal,  Evans 
&  McNeal,  and  Henry  and  John  McLeisler  ; 

An  act  for  tlie  relief  of  Charles  Todd: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  a  company  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates,  of  the  20th  brigade 
of  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  Captain  Jon- 
athan Wamsley  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  O'Flyng  and 
Abigail  O'Flyng  and  Edmund  O'Flyng ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited 
to  the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Jefferson- 
ville,  at  the  land  office  in  said  district ; 


An  act  for  the  payment  of  militia  claims,  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods 
entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine; 
were  severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  joint  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two 
years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil, 
military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
alter  the  road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  river  Miami,  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve;"  "An  actio 
authorize  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  to 
sell  a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of  land,  reserved  for 
the  use  of  said  State;"  and  ''An  act  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  mak- 
ing certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Bible  Societies  of  the  United  States;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
with  amendments,  which  were  read  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  alter  certain  parts  of 
the  act  providing  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein  the  bill  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "to 
increase  the  pension  of  William  Munday  ;"  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported with  an  amendment,  which  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  of  this  House,  further  ex- 
tending the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military 
land  warrants, and  for  other  purposes;  and  on  the 
bill  irom  the  Senate,  further  extending  the  time 
for  issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  was  reported 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  from  the  Senate 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  and  that  the  bill 
of  this  House  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  Sarah  Easlon 
and  Dorothy  Storer;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  refused, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  lable. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ot 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  fcr  the  relief  of  Moses 
Turner;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
hill  was  reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered 
lo  lie  on  the  table. 
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chargiii; 

of    i\l4f,7.t 


Th>^«(ouse  resolved  itself  into  a  Coraraittee  of 
the  Wff^le  on  th(«  bill  confirming  certain  lands 
in  ih;^.|'i)unty  of  jVrkansas.  in  the  Missouri  Ter- 
ritoty;-ji)  the  hens  of  Elisha  Winter,  deceased, 
to  ih''tteirsof  Vyilliam  Winter,  deceased,  and 
to  Gi.rriel  Wintt*;  and  after  some  lime  spent 
therein^  the  bill  Jvas  reported  without  amend- 
ment;»)jlf»d  order*- .-*  to  be  engros>ed,  and  read  a 
third  *ih\t'  lo-morpow. 

ThfJ^lou>e  reserved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  V«i,ole  on  ibij  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Craw*jffl  and  Frt(derick  Bates;  and  after  some 
time  s^^'Qt  therein'  the  bill  was  reported  with  an 
ameni^iient,  whicli  was  read  and  concurred  in 
by  thc-'liouse,  and  Ihe  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  j 
and  ri-dd  a  third  isme  to-morrow.  ' 

ThftlSlouse  resojved  itself  into  a  Committee  of , 
the  WjrthJe  on  thefbill  for  the   relief  of  the  heirs  i 
of  AUf^nder   Rojcburgh,  deceased,  and   on   the  ' 
petiitioi^of  Maria  S.  Tyson  ;  and  after  some  time  ' 
speal  therein,  the  *)ill  was  reported  with  araend- 
meiita^ijvhich  wete  read    and  concurred   in    by  | 
the  Hv^K.«e;  and  i|  was  ordered  that  the  said  bill  ! 
be   eijjjtJjssed  and'read  a  third  time  to-morrow, 
and   tuij   the   Cotjimittee  of  the  Wliole  be  dis- 
from   further   considering   the    petition  ' 
.  p   S,  Typon,  and  that  it  be  relerred  to. 
the  C^mittee  oa  Pensions  and   Revolutionary  | 
Clain.^;- 

A  rnj^age  frona  the  Seaate  informed  itie  House  j 
that  ^;  Senate  iiave   passed   the  bill   "  making  ; 
approt^.ations  for:  the  support  of   Government  ! 
for  tlf«{  vear  ISlt^"  with  amendments,  in  which  ■ 
they  4>k   tht   concurrence  of  this  House.     The  ' 
SeDa^ieihave  passeU  a  bill  "  concerning  the  entry 
of  ve|Jj<.  at  the  piirt  of  Middletown."  and  a  reso- 
iutioiMTt'or  prinlicig  the  laws  relative  to  natural- 
izalic^'  in   which    bill  and   resolution    they  ask  ' 
the  concurrence  dt'  this  House.  I 

Thl'/nllowing  ^lessage  was  received  from  the  | 

PREs'lii.NT  OF  TIlJ:  UnITED  StaTES 

To  thi^imate  and  pouse  of 
^  i:epre3fntati^es  of  the  Ui 

Wi'fft  view  to  ifhe  more  convenient  arrangement 
of  ther*.portant  an^  growing  business  connected  with 
the  gtv^i  of  exclusive  rights  to  inventors  and  authors,  I 
I  reco,ifp<nd  the  esttiblishment  of  a  distinct  ofBce  with-  ' 
in  thaf  ^'Apartment  i>f  State,  to  be  charged  therewith, 
under*  4  Director,  vith  a  salary  adequate  to  his   ser- 
▼icra,  »<jj  with  the;privdege  of  franking  communica-  j 
tioti*  M  .mail  froar  artfl  to  the  office.     I  recommend,  ' 
also,  lb*"**,  further  re"  traintu  be  uiiposed  on  the  issues  of 
pateKl^^;{>  wrongful  claunanU,  and  further  guards  pro-  [ 
vided' i^>iinst  fraudulent  exactions  of  fees  by  persons  ' 
posseit^d  of  patentj». 

-  .«  JAMES  MADISON. 

Arifif  11,  1816J.,  I 

Th?JMessage  tyas  read  and   ordered  to  lie  on  i 


Jnited  States . 


tbo  ta'oie. 

TiljelHouse  reiv)lved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  ■ 
tht.  Wliole  on  tlu'bill  from  the  Senate  •■  in  addi-  I 
tioa  8.)j  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  in  relation  to  i 
the  IS^ry  Pensiao  Fund;"  and  after  some  time 
sptBVvl.ierein,  tfje  bill  was  reported  without  I 
a(oer4^.|ient,  and  )ead  a  third  time  and  passed. 

T^^,t^ou5e  reiil.-ed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  con- 
firming to  the  Navigation  Company  of  New  Or- 
leans the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said 
city  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  tomorrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  payment 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins  ;  also,  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 
petition  of  John  Rodgers,  and  others,  and  on  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others  ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
with  an  amendment;  also,  the  agreement  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted in  the  said  report. 

The  amendment  to  the  said  bill  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  submitted  in  the  report  afore- 
said was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
John  Rodgers,  and  others,  is  reasonable  and  ought 
to  be  granted. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs prepare  and  report  a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  resolution,  and  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  a  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  the  aforoaid  Joseph  Stewart, 
and  others,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  said 
Committee  on  Naval  Affair^. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Dick,  William  Bruce,  and  Asa  Kitchell;  and  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Capitol  Square.  The  blank 
was  filled,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  with  the 
sum  of  S30,000;  and  Mr.  Clay  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  object  of  the  bill ;  when 
the  Committee  reported  the  bill  and  amendments 
to  the  House. 

Theamendmentand  the  bill  itself  were  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Wright  and  Nel30.n.  the  former  of 
whom  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  and  were 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Tucker.  Calhoun,  Jack- 
son, and  Robertson.  Mr.  Wright's  motion 
was  negatived  ;  aad  he  then  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  engrossing  the  bill, 
which  were  refused  by  the  House;  and  the  bill 
was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "'making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1316,"  were  read  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 


Fridav,  April  12. 
Mr.  Newton,  from   the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
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relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence  and  others,  merchants, 
of  New  York  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  upon  the  petitions  of  Elisha  Talbot  and 
others. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  concerning  the  owners,  offi- 
cers,and  crew  of  the  late  privateer  Roger ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  today. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  discharged  from  so  much  of  the  petition  of 
Captain  David  Porter,  as  has  been  referred  to 
them,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  the 
same,  with  the  accompanying  document.':. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  on  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  reported,  in  a  modified 
shape,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  collecting  the 
revenue  in  the  legal  currency.  The  amendment 
made  by  the  committee  to  the  bill,  consists  in 
striking  out  the  3d  section,  which  imposed  a  stamp 
duty  often  per  cent,  on  the  notes  of  those  banks 
which  shall  not  pay  specie  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber next,  leaving  only  the  provision  which  ex- 
cludes such  notes  from  being  received  in  payment 
of  debts  due  the  United  States.  The  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grosvenor,  the  Committee 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  an  Uniform  National 
Currency  were  instructed  to  inquire  in  the  expe- 
diency of  prohibiting,  by  law.  the  exportation  of 
bullion  and  specie  from  the  United  States  for  a 
limited  jieriod,  and  that  they  report  thereon  to 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  what  amendments,  if  any, 
are  necessary  to  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  grant- 
ing bounties  in  land,  and  extra  pay,  to  certain 
Canadian  volunteers,''  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. — Messrs.  Jennings,  Yates,  and 
Barbour,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  providing  an  additional 
compensation  to  the  District  Judge  of  the  South- 
ern District  of  New  York,  with  the  amendment 
depending  thereto,  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
graduaiiDg,  enclosing,  and  improving  the  Capitol 
Square,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  the  question 
on  its  passage  stated.  This  question  gave  rise  to  a 
short  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Smith  of  .Maryland, 
Tucker,  Reynolds,  and  Cuthbert,  advocated 
the  bill;  and  Messrs.  Root,  Hardin,  Wright, 
Pickering,  and  Webster,  opposed  it.  The  last 
named  gentleman  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  which  motion  finally  prevailed — ayes  65, 
noes  51 ;  and  the  bill  lies  on  the  table  accordingly. 

An  engrossed  bill  confirming  certain  lands  in 
the  county  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory  of  Mis* 
souri,  to  the  heirs  of  Elisha  Winter,  deceased,  to 


the  heirs  of  William  Winter,  deceased,  and  to 
Gabriel  Winter,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  providino;  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of 
land  at  the  British  fort,  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake 
at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  ;  and  for  other  purposes  ; 
An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  land  at  the 
lower  rapids  of  Sandusky  river  ; 

An  act  providing  for  the  distribution  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  among  the  captors  of 
the  Al^erine  vessels,  captured  and  restored  to  the 
Dey  of  Algiers ; 

An  act  to  alter  certain  part?  of  the  act  provid- 
ing for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Dick,  William 
Bruce,  and  Asa  Kitchell ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander 
Roxburgh,  deceased  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford, 
Frederick  Bates,  and  William  Garrard  ;  and 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  James  Levins;  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Bible 
Societies  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  "An  act  for  the  free 
importation  of  stereotype  plates,  and  to  encourage 
the  printing  and  gratuitous  distribution  of  the 
Scriptures,  by  the  Bible  Societies  within  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit ; 

An  act  to  increase  the  pension  of  William 
Munday.  was  read  the  third  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ;  and 

An  act  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants  ;  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and 

An  act  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Company 
of  New  Orleans,  the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot 
in  the  said  city;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  entry 
of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletown,  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  '•  for  the  print- 
ing the  laws  relative  to  naturalization,"  was  read 
three  times,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  in  toa  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''authorizing 
the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground  belonging:  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  situated  in  the  town  of  Knoxville,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee;'  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  thebill  wasreported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  Pharaoh  Far- 
row, and  others;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-raorrow. 
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and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was 
reported  with  amendments;  which  were  concur- 
red in  hy  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  payment 


%i^  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
th«iY'hole,  on  }he  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Leii«ux  Trud.'nu;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
:b#rp,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amendment, 
^U^J.^rdered   to  be   engrossed,  and  read  a   third 

ijinijp^o-morrow.  i  — 1  --  —   —  =  .    ^ 

'  vJe  House  r fsolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Sam 
ihfKWhole,  on  the  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  I  uel  Harrison,  or  their  legal  representatives;  and, 
*:r<t^  of  the  L^ited  States  frigate  Constitution,  j  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  le- 
fortiijie  capturf  of  the  British  sloop-of-war  Le-  I  ported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
yai5\  and,  afte»  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  grossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
Waiieported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  !  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
bf T^gro'=sed.  atjd  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  j  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  granting  to  Amos  Spafford 
.  X:i°e  House  ft?solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  right  of  pre-emption;  and.  after  some  time 
jjjjft'hole.  on  fhe  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  provid-  spent  therem,  ihebill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ioe«R)r  the  settftment  of  certain  accounts  against  ment.  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
|he-ljibrary  of  Congress,  and  for  establishing  the  |  third  time  to  morrow. 

i»l<^  of  the  Librarian;"  and,  after  some  time  ,  The  House  tlien  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
<*p<:>»iherein,il?e  bill  was  reported  with  anamend-  |  day.  On  calling  the  bill  toauthorize  the  appoint- 
XDf  ht;  which  w«s  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  ,  ment  of  Admirals  in  the  naval  service,  Mr.  Plea- 
ihcSi'll  was  ortiered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-  I  sants  moved  that  the  House  go  into  Committee 
ini>H*jw.  I  of  i^^  Whole  on  that  bill;   which  motion  was 

.    'fire  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of '  negatived— ayes  38,  noes  54. 
jtheTf/hole,  on,-ihe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas        The  bill  to  establish  a  National  University  was 
JH.feoyle  ;  anJlafter  some  lime  spent  iberein,  the  i  also  called  up  by  Mr.  Wilde,  but  the  House  re- 
bili^^as  repcrtt.^  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  |  fused  to  consider  it  by  a  large  majority, 
cotjuirred  in  bv  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  j  GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

io  t^  engrossed- and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  [      „       ,,  ,      ,         ,r  /-.  r 

i  lie  House  ri'solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  i  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ibeitVhole,  on  (he  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  I  the  Whole,  on  the  arnendmenis  reported  by  the 
,n.}>.hiidren  (<  Charles  Dolph,  deceased;  and.  '  Senate  to  tlie  bill  making  appropriations  fur  the 
«ft^  some  liuw  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  re- ,  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1816 ;  and, 
porJU  withannmendraenl;  which  was  concur- !  after  some  time  spent  therein,ahe  bill  was  re- 
r«jdi^K  by  the  ijlouse.  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  ported,  with  the  agreement  of  the  Committee  to 
eBfSc-JBsed,  andVead  a  third  time  to-morrow.  1  the  said  amendments,  with  an  amendment  to  the 

se  rpsolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of  I  last;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Comptrol- ;  House.  ,     ,.    ,         ...       ■      r    i  i 

•  ■       ■    !      The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  of  the  said 

'  amendments  of  the  Senate,  were  then  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then   taken  to  concur  with 
the  Senate  in  their  fifth  amendment,  amended  to 
,  read  as  follows  : 

[      Sec.  2.    And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
'  present  year,  there  ihall   be  allowed  to  the  clerks  em- 
,  ployed  in  the  different  offices,  and  to  the  principal  and 
I  engrossing  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
i  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
I  the  following  additional  compensation,  that  is  to  say  ; 
to  all  clerks  who  receive  salaries,  respectively,  not  ex- 
ceeding ."J800,  an  addition  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  to 
I  such  salary  ;  to  those  above  $800,  and  not  exceeding 
$1,250,  twenty  per  cent.;  to  those  above  $1,250,  and 
not  exceeding  $1,600,  fifleen  per  cent.;  and  to  those 
i  above  $1,600,  and  not  exceeding  $2,000,  ten  per  cent.; 
and,  moreover,  an  additional  sum  of  twenty  per  cent, 
shall   be    allowed   to   the  messengers  and   assistants, 
respectively  ;  and,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  this 
section,  the  sum  of  $28,036  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, appropriated. 

And  the  queslion  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  58,  nays  63,  as 
follow^ : 

Yxis— Messrs.   Adgate,  Alexander,   Baker,    Betu, 

Boss,  Breckenridge,  Champion,  Clarke  of  North  Car- 

ilhl  Whole,  on   ihe  bill   for    the  relief  of  Young  I  oUna,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin,  Conner,  Creigh- 

•KfiVj  a  Chief -of  the    Seoeca   tribe  of  Indians  j  I  ton,   Culpcper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  JJe»ha,  Forney, 


;  '*te  Hou! 

ihtTWhole. 


Imf^i  the  Trea-^ury  to  cancel  certain  export  bonds 
JB»(Luted  by  Qf^per  C.  Schult;  and,  after  some 
ilnit  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without 

ndmeot,  anil  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 

ird  lime  to-jnorrow. 

rdered,  Tliat  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

ischarged  fj-om  the  further  consideration  of 
ill  relaiinj;  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the 
Uifiied  Siates,;and  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 

povd-  j 

jL  message  libm  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
■thi^lhe  Senatf.have  disagreed  to  the  amendments 
W'bosed  by  th^s  House  to  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
atti""  to  incre;Jse  the  pension  of  William  Mun- 
dal^'  and  th»  y  have  receded  from  their  fifth 
apt'>dment  to  the  bill  of  this  House,  "making 
flp  iopriaiions  or  the  support  of  Goveinment  for 
iht^tiT  1816.'} 

\le  House  rfcsolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
on -the   bill  confirraini:  the  titles  of 


i^i^reported  jvith  an  amendment  ;  which  was 
coi  carred  in  \^  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
;to  !v|  eogrossedj  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow, 
i    '  'i^e  House  itsolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

<.uf*>ru....     __     .u„    v.. II     fy,      -•   -     --•:^       r    ^ 


I 
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Forsyth,  Gold,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hammond,  Hanson, 
Uopkinson,  Huger,  Hungerford,  Irwin  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Jackson,  Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Mayrant,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Milnor, 
Moscley,  Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Picker- 
ing, Piper,  Pieasantf,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Savage, 
Schenck,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tel- 
fair, Tucker,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wendover, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Wright. 

Nath — Messrs.  Archer,  Barbour,  Baseett,  Baylies, 
Bennett,  Brooks,  Brown,  Burnside,  Cady,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clayton,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Darlington,  Ed- 
wards, Gaston,  Glasgow,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hardin, 
Hawes,  Heister,  Jewelt,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of 
Virginia.  Langdon,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Lyon,  Maclay, 
Marsh,  .McCoy,  McKee,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Noyes,  Parris,  Reed,  Roane,  Root,  Ruggles,  Sharpe, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Taul.  Townscnd,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Whea- 
ton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Williams,  WiUoughby, 
and  Yancey. 


Saturday,  April  13. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter, 
addressed  to  him  by  James  Thomas,  respecting 
his  accounts,  and  the  charges  exhibited  against 
him  on  account  of  his  conduct  as  Quartermaster 
General  in  the  armies  of  the  United  Slates.  It 
was  referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  the  11th  ultimo,  on  the  accounts  of  the  jaid 
James  Thomas. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Cincinnati,  and  its  vicinity, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  some  provision 
may  be  made  for  the  support  of  Colonel  Zebulon 
Pike,  the  father  of  the  late  General  Pike,  whom 
the  petitioners  represent  to  be  in  reduced  circum- 
stances.—  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  on  National 
Currency,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  bullion  and  specie,  reported  a 
resolution,  that  it  is  inexpedient,  at  the  pressnt 
time,  to  make  the  prohibition  ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FoKSYTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  '•  to  e.slabli>h  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  States,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with 
a  statement  of  the  loans  made  to  the  Government 
by  the  several  banks  within  the  United  States 
since  1st  March,  1812;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  enclosing  and  improving  the  public  square 
near  the  Capitol,  be  recommitied  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  Hou^e  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend- 
ment, proposed  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  '-to 
increase  the  pension   of  William   Munday,"  to 


which  the  Senate  have  disagreed  ;  whereupon,  ii 
was  resolved  that  this  House  recede  from  their 
said  amendment. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

Au  act  concerning  Pharaoh  Farrow,  and  others; 

An  act  fur  tlie  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Tru- 
deau  ; 

An  act  rewarding  the  oflScers  and  crew  of  the 
frigate  Constitution,  for  the  capture  of  the  British 
sloop-of-war  Levant; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Charles  Dolph,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  Chief 
of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indiios; 

An  act  confirming  the  titles  of  certain  pur- 
chasers of  lands,  who  purchased  from  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Vincennes  University  ; 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Harri- 
son, or  their  legal  rt-presentatives; 

An  act  granting  Amos  Spafford  the  right  of 
pre-emption ; 

An  act  authorizing  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  cancel  certain  export  bonds  executed 
by  Casper  C.  Schult ;  were  severally  read  the 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

Bills  of  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground 
bolonging  to  the  United  States,  situated  in  the 
town  of  Knoxville.  and  State  of  Tennessee ; 

An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  certaio 
accounts  against  the  Library  of  Congress,  and 
for  establishing  the  salary  of  the  Librarian,  as 
amended  ;  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  title  of  the  latter  bill  was  amended,  by  in- 
serting, after  the  word  Congress,  these  words: 
"for  extending  the  privilege  of  using  the  books 
therein." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  joint  resolution  to  indemnify 
Jdbez  Mowry,  and  others;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  resolution  was  reported,  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  resolution  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton;  and,  on  the  question  of  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Root  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and 
with  much  zeal  against  the  bill;  and  moved  that 
it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Pensions, 
that  they  might  supervise  their  report;  which 
motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Wright, 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Comstock,  and  Picker- 
INQ,  in  support  of  which  various  documents  were 
read,  and  further  opposed  by  Mr.  Root;  after 
which,  the  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a 
third  reading,  was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  fi 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act 
passed  on  the  30th  day  of  March,  1802,  to  regu- 
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-_  .trade  and'intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 

>»*-ilo  preser^'fe  peace  on  the  frontiers ;  and,  after 

s4Jr{i   time  sj^snt  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 

<v#iH  amendm|;nts;  which  were  concurred  in  by 

i*Jk';House,  aili  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 

■  iifiii^it^^d  a  third  time  on  Monday  next, 

;    "A'ji  message  lirom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

;  t|^j  the  Senaje  hare  passed  the  bill,  "to  enable 

)  t*i^''.people  or  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a 

:  C^iJ^^tuiition  .ind  Slate  Government,  and  for  the 

aijif^ssion  ot  jsuch  State  into  the  Union,  on  an 

eir^fcl  fooiing'ivith  the  original  States;"  and  the 

bi<*,-  '■  to  abolf^h  the  existing  duties  on  spirits  dis- 

l  ti^i'i  within  t)ie  United  States,  and  to  lay  other 

t  d^s  in  lieu  $f  those  at  present  imposed  on  li- 

'  ^^.i'^  ^°  distillers   of  spirituous   liquors  "    with 

;a(ft^.dments  i^  each  ;  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 

'ovjfnce  of  th^s  House. 

fi{Jiie  House  yesolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

ilj4«VVIiole,  otj*  the  bill   providing  for  the  sale  of 

ic<irt4in  lands  iji  the  State  of  Ohio,  formerly  set 

>agM):t  for  refu^'.^es  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia; 

a;^  after  son.e  time   spent  therein,  the  bill  was 

rpfrted  with  iimendments;  which  were  concur- 
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ccX^mendatu 
olSie  Coran 
1S»?*ate  in  th« 


rt.'ftia  by  the  House,  and   the  bill  ordered  to  be 
fi&tfossed,  anc^read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

'^  INCuEASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

V'le  House  .went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
oiir|he  bill  prclviding  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
;th«tNavy. 

:  .^jr.  Pleasants  (chairman  of  the  Naval  Cora- 
ml^fcc)  entere-l  into  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
Co^iderationsi  on  which  the  committee  had 
fo^ed  the  brj,  and  their  reasons  for  deviating 
frij;»  a  precise.- adherence  to  the  Secretary's  re- 
'■  luendatioi;*!.  It  was  within  the  recollection 
miHee,  that,  in  a  report  made  to  the 
le  Earlier  part  of  the  session  of  Con- 
grJi^,  the  Sec-vetary  of  the  Navy  recommended 
at^'^nnual  ad  liiion  to  the  present  Navy  of  one 
sb^i  of  seventh-four  guns,  two  of  forty-four,  and 
•tv^  sloops-of-5var  of  the  heaviest  class.  The 
C(4»iff»'^'P*^'  ^^^  P'  ^^''^i  ^3^  bestowed  much  con- 
li.JTvation  on  {he  subject,  and  after  obtaining  all 
•iinforraatioft  they  could  from  the  sources  cal- 
k'ted,  in  thf.'ir  judgments,  to  furnish  the  best, 
had  deter  jiined  to  recommend  to  the  House 
provisions!  contained  in  the  present  bill. 
^^ere  would  jiYe  been  some  difficulty  in  fram- 
a  law  in  s^ch  a  way  as  to  have  provided  for 
J'ertam  annjjal  addition  to  the  Navy,  The 
ti^^rs  and  oilier  necessary  materials  could  not 
hsw*  been  pro-  ured  in  such  a  way  as  to  insure  a 
pi^siual  compliance  with  the  law.  The  com- 
mii<ee,  therefc/e,  determined  to  recommend  an 
ailTial  appropriation  of  one  million  of  dollars  for 
eiliit  years;  th^is  would  make  an  addition  to  our 
pij*ent  naval  force  of  nine  seventy-four-gun 
ah^  twelve  of  forty-four  guns,  and  three  stAm 
baiifTies;  two  of  the  latter  to  be  applied  to  the 
de^VQce  of  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  one 
tofilje  defence  (>f  New  Orleans.  The  Secretary's 
P?ft5  oT  adding' one  seventy-four,  two  forty-fours, 
aitliiswosloops;annually,  would  have  required  an 
i."|j^'»opriation  Itr  that  term  of  upwards  of  a  mil- 


lion  of  dollars.     Mr.  P.  observed  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  best  informed  of  our  naval  officers 
that  our  funds  had  better  be  applied  towards  pro- 
curing heavy  ships  immediately  ;  that  sloops-of- 
war,  though  of  great  use  in  time  of  war,  might 
easily   be   procured  in  a  very  short  time  by  the 
Government,  either  by  having  them  built  at  our 
own   yards  or   by  contract.     Indeed,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  one,  at  least,  very  intelligent  oflScer, 
that  sloops-of-war  ought  not  to  form  a  permanent 
part  of  our  Navy  at  all;  but  when  it  was  found 
necessary  to  use  them  in  time  of  war,  they  should 
be  sold  on  the  return  of  peace.     According  to  an 
estimate  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  session  to 
the   Senate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
which   is   on  the  files  of  this  House,  it  will   be 
seen,  thai  to  build  and  equip  a  seventy-four-gun 
ship,  it  will  cost  §334,862;  this  sura,  multiplied 
by  nine — the  number  of  seventy-fours  proposed 
to  be  built  in  eight  years— will  make  $3,463,758. 
The    building   and   equipping   a   forty-four-gun 
frigate  will  cost  $268,400,  which  sum,  multiplied 
by  twelve,  the  number  of  frigates  proposed  to  be 
built  in  eight  years,  will  make  the  sum  $3,220,800. 
The   three   steam-batteries  they  bad  allowed  to 
take   one    million   of  dollars   more.      Thus   the 
whole  sura  estimated  by  the  committee  for  build- 
ing the  proposed  shipsof-the-line,  heavy  frigates 
:ind  steam-batteries,  is  $7,634,558.    The  commit- 
tee took  some  pains  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  such  a 
thing  could   be  ascertained   with  anything   like 
certainty,  the  capacity  of  the  United  States  to 
man  a  fleet  of  such  a  description  as  the  proposed 
addition   will    give   us.      From    information    re- 
ceived  from   the  most  intelligent  sources,  they 
have  no  doubt  that  such  a  fleet  may  be  easily 
manned.    The  present  number  of  seamen  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  is  not  ascertained  with 
precision  ;  it  is  probably  little  or  nothing  short  of 
seventy,  perhaps  eighty  thousand.     One  fourth 
of  this  number  may  be  calculated  on  for  public 
service.     The  number  of  prime  seamen  allowed 
to  a  seventy-four  is  two  hundred;  ordinary  sea- 
men and  boys    three  hundred;  twelve  seventy- 
fours,  then,  will  require  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred prime,  and  three  thouhand  six  hundred  ordi- 
nary   seamen   and    boys— six    thousand     in    the 
whole — and  so  in  proportion  for  frigates,  sloops- 
of-war,  <tc.     It  was  well  known  also,  that  of  the 
ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  landsmen  may  make 
up   a  part;    men    who   can   be   taught    to   han- 
dle the  guns.     The  whole  expense  of  keeping  a 
seventy-four  in  service  for  one  year  is  estimated 
at  5189,740 ;  of  a  forty-four,  $134,210.     The  esti- 
mates here  referred   to,  said   Mr.   P.,  are    taken 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the   Nary. 
before  referred  to  ;  made  out  in  detailed  and  mi- 
nute statements,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy,  and  may,  it  is  believed, 
be  confidently  relied  on.     It  was  a  remarkable 
fact,  that,  from  the  commencement  of  our  Revo- 
lutionary war.  this   nation   had   never   been  en- 
gaged  in  war,  but  a    Navy   had    been    popular. 
The   Revolutionary   Congress,  at   a   very  early 
period  of  the  war,  authorized  the  building,  equip- 
ping, and  commissioning  of  thirteen  sbips-of-war 
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fire  of  them   frigates.     This,  for    their  limited 
means,  was  a  great  deal.     Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his 
Notes  on  Virginia,  written  during  the  war,  Mr. 
P.  believed,  though  not  publi.<ihed  till  some,  time 
after,  with  full  experience  of  the  immense  disad- 
vaniages  to  which  we  were  subjected  in  a  con- 
test with  a  nation  possessing  a  maritime  superi- 
ority, gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  Virginia  ought 
to  bend  her  exertions  towards  equipping  a  naval 
force.     The  amount  of  that  force  is  not  now  par- 
ticularly recollected,  the  passage  in  the  Notes  not 
having  been  lately  read  ;  but  it  was  believed  that 
the  amount  recommended  by  him   would  have 
cost  the  Slate  of  Virginia  as  much  at  that  time 
as  her  proportion  of  the  proposed  increase  would 
now.     But  if  any  evidence  were  wanting  to  con- 
vince this   nation  of  the  great  importance  of  a 
Navy  as  a  part  of  her  national  defensive  means, 
that  evidence  has  been  amply  furnished  by  the 
events  of  the  late  war;  events,  thanks  to  the  gal- 
lantry of  those  who  achieved  ihern,  which  have 
made  an  impression  on  the  public  mind  so  deep 
that  he  hoped  they  would  never  be  erased.     Sir, 
you  have  your  seventy  or  eighty  thousand  sea- 
men ;  unless   you   have   heavy  ships,  this   force, 
consisting  of  some  of  the   most   gallant  men  in 
the  world,  is  lost  to  the    public  defence.     They 
are  not  on  your  militia  rolls;  they  will  not  enlist 
in  your  armies;  they  may  be  engaged  in  a  pre- 
datory warfare  as  privaieersmen  ;  but,  I  say  again, 
as  a  part  of  your  defensive  force,  without  heavy 
ships,  they  are  lost  to  your  service.     Sir.  a  great 
deal  might  be  said  on  this  subject.     Mr.  P.  said 
he  had  made  notes  to  say  much  more,  but  from 
the  advanced  period  of  the  session,  not  to  men- 
lion  the  late  hour  of  the  day,  and  believing  the 
public  mind  to  be  made  up  on   this  subject,  he 
could   not  consent    to   tax    the    patience   of  the 
House  by  progressing  in  his  remarks;  but  would 
with  pleasure  give  any  information  be  might  pos- 
sess to  any  gentleman  who  required  it,  or  answer 
as  far  as  he  could  any  objection  which  should  be 
made  to  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  proposed  that  the  bill  be  so  amended 
as  to  vest  in  the  President  a  discretionary  power 
to  cause  the  steam-batteries  to  be  built  as  soon  as 
he  should  deem  them  necessary,  without  wailing 
any  particular  emergency.  He  referred  to  some 
correspondence  between  the  Governor  of  Louis- 
iana, the  General  Government,  and  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  to  show  the  great  anxiety  felt  on  the 
subject  of  creating  at  once  a  proper  defence  for 
the  important  city  of  New  Orleans.  The  erec- 
tion of  ihe  batteries  could  not  be  executed  at  that 
point,  in  case  of  any  threatening  circumstance, 
with  as  much  promptitude  as  in  the  Chesapeake, 
which  was  in  the  vicinity  of  all  the  great  re- 
sources of  the  country  ;  and  it  was  imprudent, 
therefore,  to  delay  the  building  until  an  emer- 
gency should  demand  them. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MiDDLETON  moved  to  increase  the  number 
of  sleara-batteries  from  three  to  four,  with  ihe 
view  of  placing  one  of  them  at  Charleston,  Souih 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Pleasants  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 


ment. The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  believed 
those  batteries  could  be  erected  at  much  less  ex- 
pense than  the  one  built  at  New  York ;  and  it 
was  probable,  he  thought,  that  the  appropriation 
would  defray  the  cost  of  four. 

Mr.  Forsyth  doubted  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing this  amendment,  with  the  very  little  experi- 
ence which  had  been  acquired  on  the  subject.  A 
steam  frigate  could  guard  but  one  point;  and  if 
one  was  voted  to  Charleston  every  town  on  ihe 
seaboard  might  ask  the  same;  and  he  was  unwil- 
ling to  increase  the  number  before  their  utility 
was  better  established. 

Mr.  MiDDLETON  added  some  remarks  to  show 
the  necessity  of  one  of  the  steam  batteries  at 
Charleston;  it  being  a  kind  of  defence  particularly 
adapted  to  the  waters  of  that  city,  and  much  pref- 
erable to  land  batteries. 

Mr.  Webster  wished,  instead  of  fixing  the 
station  of  the  steam  frigates  by  law.  that  the  bill 
was  so  amended  as  to  allow  them  to  be  moved 
from  one  place  to  another,  as  the  service  might 
require.  He  presumed  they  might  be  so  made  as 
to  make  their  removal  on  the  coast  practicable, 
and  hoped  the  bill  would  be  modified  as  he  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  Low.NDEs  said  he  had  no  further  interest 
in  the  motion  than  any  other  gentleman  in  the 
House  ;  but  hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail, 
because  he  had  no  doubt,  in  addition  to  giving 
defence  to  the  city  of  Charleston,  it  would  tend 
to  economise  the  public  money.  The  waters  of 
Charleston,  he  said,  were  peculiarly  favorable  for 
a  defence  of  this  kind,  and  would  there  supersede 
the  necessity  of  additional  defences,  which  were 
almost  ineffectual  as  an  outpost  against  a  strong 
naval  force,  as  every  one  knew  with  how  liitle 
hazard  a  ship  of  war  may  at  certain  favorable 
moments  pass  a  stationary  fort.  A  steam  battery 
would  save  the  public  money,  because  some  cf 
the  works  were  in  ruins,  the  repairing  of  which 
would  be  a  great  expense.  Mr.  L.  had  no  doubt 
that  the  protection  of  Charleston  as  well  as  of 
other  cities  would  receive  all  reasonable  attention 
from  Government ;  but  the  alternative  between 
repairing  works  requiring  six  or  seven  hundred 
men  to  defend  them  and  a  less  expensive  yet 
more  effectual  defence,  the  latter  ought  to  be 
adopted.  He  agreed,  however,  with  Mr.  Web- 
ster, that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ought  to 
be  free  to  apply  the  public  naval  force  lo  any 
point  deemed  by  him  most  proper. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  repeated,  that  if  the  report  of  the 
committee  were  departed  from,  by  adding  a  steam 
frigate  for  Charleston,  any  other  maritime  towns 
might  demand  the  same.  He  was  against  adopt- 
ing to  a  greater  extent  at  present  the  steam  battery 
system,  in  which  we  had  no  experience;  and 
was  averse  to  abandoning  the  old  system  in 
which  the  experience  was  ample.  He  understood 
that  the  steam  frigate  at  New  York  cost  nearly 
as  much  as  a  seventy-four,  and  he  woulu  prefer 
a  seventy-four,  until  he  was  convinced  of  ihe  su- 
periority of  the  other  engine.  Mr.  F.  said  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentlemen  who  advocated  floating 
instead  of  land  defences,  went  lo  support  his  opin- 
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ioBfj«4»  ^^  prefer^^d  the  naral  defence,  bat  of  that 
kiqlfe^^hose  utility  and  management  we  were  well 
acrji^jHted  with.' 

Nli^rMiDDLETOji'g  motion  to  insert  four  instead 
of  li|r*.*e  steam  frjgates,  was  negatived  by  a  large 
maUrity.  ♦ 

M*.  WEBSTERWhen  mored  (o  amend  the  bill 
by  siriking  out  Aie  words  directing  two  of  the 
bal'iyries  to  be  sytioned  in  the  Chesapeake  and 
the  #^er  at  NewjOrleans,  so  as  to  leave  their  ap- 
plic;i<>on  to  the  (Erection  of  the  President. 

M^rRoBERTSot  could  not  consent  totheamend- 
mfy  The  grea,  distance  of  New  Orleans  from 
the^-at  of  Goreinment  and  from  other  parts  of 
the^tnited  Statfjs,  required  a  constant  defence 
theff  ;;  it  ought  not  to  be  left  to  an  uncertain  pro- 
tect;i)^.  From  t|ie  Chesapeake  and  other  parts 
theii<i)uld  make  inown  their  wants  immediately, 
acdJSiain.  in  cas*?  of  emergency,  pruraptaid  frona 
the  *'overnraenti  backed  also  by  a  numerous 
repr>3^jntation  hi?re.  A  steam  frigate  might 
pos-Wy  move  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia, 
bul  uj  believed  i|  impracticable  to  navigate  the 
co<^»with  them,  to  New  Orleans;  a  voyage  to 
wb'.f  j,  from  Kny  Af  the  other  cities,  was  as  difficult 
andlijngerous  asjone  across  the  Atlantic.  It  was 
tbfrflfjre  necess;|ry  to  have  one  built  and  sta- 
tijn|i1  there.  T^e  President  might  not  deem  a 
frij*»ljf  so  necessary  for  the  Mississippi  as  he  (Mr. 
R.)^»d,  and  he  jvished  to  legislaie  on  it  to  put 
hr9<t^ect  beyond-accident  or  anything  else.  The 
Legj^jature  of  Lquisiana  had  considered  it  so  im- 
portjlft  that  they  had  instructed  their  representa- 
tiv«<  *n  Congres'i  to  use  their  best  exertions  to 
obiaji^one  for  th;;  waters  of  that  State.  He  re- 
peats that  a  pla^e  so  important,  so  weak  and  so 
ilijiftiJt,  ou^ht  to^iave  a  certain  and  assured  pro- 
tect^). HowevJ?r  much  may  have  been  stated 
in  if^^'ry  that  b>^am  vessels  could  navigate  the 
ooe^'c^  still  it  renjained  untried  and  questionable. 
Het*#inted  no  ci^nfidence  in  the  Executive;  but 
the  SLj-st  way,  he!  said,  to  get  business  done  is  do 
do  ]|iiurselves  ;  ;and  he  wished,  therefore,  to  se- 
cu^i^Jhe  defencet)f  New  Orleans  by  a  legislative 
pro^*von. 

M^  Clay  feUithe  ^ame  desire  for  the  defence 
of  Nijw  Orleans.as  his  friend  from  Louisiana; 
but  \x  must  sui^'ly  be  struck,  said  Mr.  C,  with 
the  itJfpropriety  vf  directing  one  steam  frigate  to 
be  ^tcJiioned  at  tHis  place  and  one  at  another,  t&c. 
We  iriay  confidqjnily  rely,  be  said,  on  the  Presi- 
deutfcf  the  United  States  for  the  pruJent  appli- 
catiw[  of  the  pitblic  force;  a  contrary  course 
wot^lj!  imply  a  suspicion  of  an  improper  employ- 
njeffwf  the  force:by  the  Executive,  which  he  was 
cvTi^T  the  Nava*  Committee  did  not  mean. 

>^  PicKERtNo  liad  no  objection  to  the  araend- 
nieiiv     The  President  of  the  United  Stales,  hav- 


ing »'re  near  fiifn  a  Doara  ol  experienced  naval 
c^ne^?,  would  br  always  ready  to  act  on  the  busi- 
nes^jb'ith  the  bi-^t  advice.  He  agreed  with  Mr. 
Fof^TH.  that  !J|istead  of  additional  steam  bat- 
tfiri^  we  had  Tetter  have  more  seventy-fours, 
v?hf^ii  can  move  with  facility  from  one  point  to 
aj)w«er.  Stear^  frigates  might  be  pecoliarly 
proj^qr  for  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  and  he 


was  willing  to  bare  two  for  those  places,  but 
more  he  could  not  approve. 

Mr.  Pleasants  said,  that  the  Naval  Committee 
had  taken  advice  of  those  best  qualified  to  afford 
It,  and  they  had  sanctioned  the  course  reported 
Ml  the  bill.  He  thought  there  was  no  impropriety 
in  expressing  by  law  where  certain  engines  of 
defence  should  be  employed.  They  were  floating 
batteries,  and  it  was  no  less  proper  to  say  they 
should  be  placed  at  particular  points,  than  to  di- 
rect by  law  the  erection  of  a  land  battery  at  this 
or  that  place.  .Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  late  enemy,  whose  first  attempts  were 
in  the  Chesapeake,  which  he  took  possession  of, 
and  of  course  of  all  its  extensive  waters.  Mr.  P. 
also  referred  to  the  wide  scope  which  the  Chesa- 
peake afforded  to  the  operations  of  an  enemy  ;  the 
immense  trouble  and  expense  required  to  defend 
its  shores  and  those  of  its  Aibutary  waters;  and 
to  enforce  the  necessity  ol^roviding  for  it  now 
a  particular  and  adequate  defence,  by  which  the 
expense  might  be  avoided  of  calling  out  a  double 
force  at  so  many  points  to  repel  an  enemy  when 
he  came.  Though  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  .Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  every  confidence 
in  the  Executive,  and  should  acquiesce  in  the 
amendment  with  pleasure,  if  the  House  accepted 
it. 

Mr.  Webster  said  if  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Naval  force,  it  was  certainly  improper  to  take 
out  of  his  hands  the  direction  of  it.  He  consid- 
ered ihe  steam  frigates  strictly  a  part  of  that  force, 
and  there  was  an  impropriety  in  not  leaving  it  to 
his  control.  The  law  authorizing  the  one  built 
at  New  York  did  not  fix  it  there  permanently; 
and  to  do  so  in  this  case  he  thought  unnecessary 
as  Well  as  improper,  believing  that  those  frigates 
could,  as  had  been  asserted  by  experienced  per- 
sons, be  moved  from  one  place  to  another,  as  the 
exigency  might  demand. 

Mr.  Webster's  motion  was  then  agreed  to  by 
a  large  majority,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  nem.  con. 


Mo.NDAY,  April  15. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Miller 
and  Stephen  Baker  ;  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Mil- 
ler and  Stephen  Baker;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
several  petitions,  and  other  matters  referred  to 
them  during  the  present  session,  and  upon  which 
they  have  not  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr,  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  have  been  referred  the 
several  petitions  from  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  decisions  of  the  Boards  of  Commis- 
sioners on  their  claims  to  land,  made  a  report 
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thereon  ;  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  R.  reported 
a  bill  to  establish  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to 
decide  finally  on  claims  to  land  in  Louisiana  and 
the  Mississippi  Territory  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and,  toeether  with  the  report,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  lable. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  increasing  the  com- 
pensation of  Public  Ministers  (to  $12  000 ;)  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  a  bill  for  reducing 
the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spir- 
ituous liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Newton,  frotu  ihe  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  lo  au- 
thorize the  building  of  three  light-houses,  viz: 
one  on  Race  Point;  one  on  Point  Gammon; 
and  one  on  the  island  of  Peiite  Manon.  in  the 
Stale  of  Massachusetts;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  lo  the  Cominilteeof  tlie  Whole 
on  the  report  ol  ihe  Commillee  of  Ways  and 
Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Creighton,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  sur- 
veying and  making  a  road  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Creighton  also  reported  a  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  repairing  the  road  from  Duck 
River,  in  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  to  Madi.son- 
ville,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  between 
Fort  Hawkins,  in  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  and  Fort 
Stoddard  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  '•  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  ihe 
United  Stales  frigate  Constitution,"  made  a  re- 
port thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and.  together  with 
the  bill,  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jennings,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  12th  instant,  reported  a  bill  suppiemenial 
to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  bounties  in 
land  and  extra  pay  lo  certain  Canadian  volun- 
teers ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  amendment  propo>ed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  '"  to  abolish  the  exi>ling  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other 
duties  in  lieu  of  those  at  present  imposed  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors."  was 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  •'  lo  enable  the  people  of  ihe  Indiana 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  wiih  the 
original  Slates,"  were  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  conrider  the  report 
of  the  joint  commillee  appointed  to  examine  the 
business   depending  before  the   two  Houses,  to 


ascertain  what  portion  required  to  be  acted  on  at 
the  present  session,  and  when  it  will  be  expedi- 
ent to  close  the  same;  whereupon  the  House 
came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Retolved,  That  the  President  of  ihe  Senate, 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  authorized  to  close  this  session,  by  the  adjourn- 
ment of  their  respective  Houses  on  Saturday, 
the  20th  day  of  April,  instant. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  entitled  ''A  resolution 
to  indemnify  Jabez  Mowry  and  others,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  passed  on  the 
30th  day  of  March,  1802,  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with   the   Indian  tribes,  and  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontiers; 

An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Slates  ;  and 

An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
in  the  Stale  of  Ohio  formerly  set  apart  for  refu- 
gees from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;  were  sev- 
erally read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  _ 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''sup- 
plementary lu  the  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  with 
amendments ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions recommended  by  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed 10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
!  certain  alterations  in  the  mode  of  transacting 
the  business  of  Congress;  and  the  said  resolu- 
tions being  again  read,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  unlil  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Betts,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  (as  fully 
as  the  same  can  be  made,)  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  loan-office  and  final  settlement  certifi- 
cates, issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  now  outstanding,  unsatis- 
fied ;  designating  such  as  are  barred  by  statutes 
of  limitation  only,  and  such  as  remain  unsettled 
for  other  reasons. 

The  House  resolved  iiself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  regulating  the  currency 
within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and 
the  crowns  of  France,  and  five-franc  pieces  of 
Napoleon  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
bill  was  reported  with  amendments  ;  which  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  ensrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  John  P. 
Maxwell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell ;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
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pf*Le  Whole  .Jn  the  bill  to  provide  for  ihe  ap- 
bolif  nient  of  a-,  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  la 
tbj  JTerntories  -if  Illinois  and  Missouri ;  and  after 
^olf'  time  ?=p<Jit  therein,  reported  it  with  an 
atjl^daient;  %4iich  was  concurred  in  by  the 
HiVie,  and  the' bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 


reA^'a  third  iin»e  tomorrow. 

*Cne  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  cf 
thi^.Whole  on  ihe  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
ej^led  "An  ac;  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
im^i  in  the  StJte  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of 
Nairouri  ;"  andyifier  some  lime  spent  therein  tiie 

7'tiraittee  rost^  reported  progress,  and  had  leave 
ti>  »t  again.      * 

jr;he  House  I'esolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  3,1e  Whole  iin  the  bill  for  the  confirmation  of 
clfiias  to  land  'n  the  western  district  of  Louis- 
taX^;  and  after-some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill 
ivJ,|  reported  yith  amendments;  which  were 
Citi|urred  in  b^  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
<ljt'2j  to  be  en^'ossed.  and  read  a  third  time  to- 

TL^'^OW. 

•  'the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
o&  fie  Whole  ion  the  bill  fixing  the  compensa- 
Uifii  of  the  C^rk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
iitr^;  and  afiey  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill 
\^%  reported  '^ith  amendments;  which  were 
i:'^;urred  in  iy  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
{(.ji>e  en^rossetf  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
I  2%he  House  ^resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
(jr'i  le  Whole  *n  the  bill  from  the  Senate  •'  for 
tL^-relief  of  Edward  Wilson,"  and  after  some 
iir.fi-  spent  thtfi'ein,  the  bill  was  reported  with 
*na<>*ndments;  r/hich  were  concurred  in  by  the 
ll^se,  and  thtifbill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
it^^  to-morrov>v 

Jt'he  House  "/esolvcd  itself  into  a  Committee 
<^!ie  Whole  i<*i  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  fur- 
\.^  supplemeulary  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act 
j)r>;vidiDg  for  •the  indemnification  of  certain 
Cli'^nants  of  pijblic  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ii^-y  ;''  and  ai^ter  some  lime  spent  therein,  the 
lug  was  reporttJ  wich  amendments  ;  which  were 
C  ficurred  in  bj  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
cl»y.;d  to  b3  reafi  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

I'he  House  resolved  itselt  into  a  Committee 
(tfAbe  Whole  tn  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '"re 
uC^ting  the  Lte  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop- 
oi^ar  Wasp;'  and  after  some  time  spent  tbere- 
i^r^the  bill  was^ reported  with  amendments;  which 
ttjifc  concurrtrd  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill 
cjiiTed  to  be  rrad  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

-  Vbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tli4  Whole  oa-the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the 
7«Sef  of  the  tt'altiniore  and  Massachusetts  Bible 
"ieties  ;"  ai»d  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
,cred  to  be  jead  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
he  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  post  roads ;  and 
fit  some  tiDie  spent  therein,  the  bill  wris  re- 
led  with  atjiendraents ;  which  were  concurred 

iZby  ihe  Hou^e. 

Jflie  said  bi^  was  further  amended,  and  ordered 

r     be  engrosiid,  and  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 


ELIZABETH  H.\.MILTON. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,"  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question.  'Shall  this  bill  pass?" 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  84,  nays  30,  as 
follows  : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Atherton,  Basselt,  Boss,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brown,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Champion, 
Chappell,  Chipman,  Ciliey,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Conner,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gold,  (Joldsborough, 
Hale,  Hardin,  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Hungerford, 
Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson,  Jewett, 
John^on  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon, 
Law,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  Marsh,  .Mason,  McKee,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
ants, Powell,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharp*,  Shef- 
fey.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Md.,  Steams, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tafe,  Throop,  Tucker,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wen- 
dover,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Williams, 
Wright,  and  Yates. 

Nais — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour,  Ben- 
n«tt.  Belts,  Brooks,  Clendennin,  Clopton,  Coadict, 
Crawford,  Crocheron,  Desha,  Edwards,  Glasgow, 
Griifin,  Hahn,  Lyle,  .Maclay,  .McCoy,  .Moore,  Parris, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Telfair,  Townsend,  Willoughby,  and  Woodward. 


Tuesday,  April  16. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Manac  ; 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Manac  ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  connuitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tlie  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and 
Kurtz  and  others. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditures in  the  Navy  Department,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  made  a  report  on  the  various  petitions 
respecting  the  plaster  trade,  and  the  trade  of  the 
British  We^t  Indies,  recommending  that  no  ira- 
purtaiions  be  permitted  from  British  colonies  in 
America,  or  the  British  Wtst  India  islands,  but 
in  American  vessels.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JoHNSo.M,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
liquidation  of  certain  claims,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  lltli  instant,  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  .\Io><es  Turner,  were  taken  up,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and 
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to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same," 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  lilies,  to  wit : 

An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  granting  bounties  la  land  and  extra  pay  to 
certain  Canadian  volunteers;" 

An  act  regulating  the  currency  within  ihe  Uni- 
ted States  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the 
crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  pieces  ; 

An  act  concerning  John  P.  Maxwell  and  Hugh 
H.  Maxwell ; 

An  act  for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri  ; 

An  act  for  the  confirmation  of  claims  to  land 
in  the  western  district  of  Louisiana  ;  and 

An  act  to  establish  post  roads  ;  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Bills  of  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Baltimore  and  Mas- 
sachusetts Bible  Societies; 

An  act  lurther  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  providing  for  ihe  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  the  public  lands  in  Mississip- 
pi Territory,  as  amended  ;" 

An  act  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop-of-war  Wasp,  as  amended  ;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilsun,  a» 
amended  ;  were  severally  reaJ  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  re>olved  itself  into  a  Comnaittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Commmee  of 
Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  ot  revenue, 
and  upon  ihe  several  bills  thereto  commuted  ; 
and  afier  sometime  spent  therein,  the  commiiiee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  rebuilding  light-hou$es,and  for  completing  ihe 
plan  of  lighting  ihem  on  the  plan  of  Win.>>low 
Lewis;  for  placing  beacons  and  huoys;  for  pre- 
hervatioD  of  Little  Gall  Island. and  for  surveying 
the  coa&l  of  the  United  Slates;  and  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  building  of  three  light-houses,  viz: 
one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Point  Gammon,  and 
one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Mauon,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts;  with  amendments  to  each.  The 
amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  ihird 
lime  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '"for  the 
relief  of  Richard  Mitchell ;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein, the  bill  wasreported  wiihoutamend- 
raent,  and  ordered  lo  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Bowie  and 
Kuriz,  and  others,  and  upon  the  several  subject." 
thereto  commuted;  and  alter  some  lime  spent 
therein,  the  Com-niitee  rose  and  repjried  ihe  t  ill 
for  the  relief  of  Tijumas  Miller  and  Siepheit 
Baker,  and  the  bill  for  ihe  relief  oi  Samuel 
Manac,  and  the  nitl  Iroin  the  Senate  '*  for  the  re 
Ikef  of  Xaverio  Naudi,"  wiihoui  ameudmeoL. 
14lliCoN.  Isl  Sess. — 44 


The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thoma^  Miller  and  Stephen  Baker 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  tune?  and  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — 54  lo  48.  And  so 
the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Manac  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and,  together  with  the 
bill  for  the  relief  ol  Xaverio  Naudi,  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  refused,  by  a  large  majority,  to  con- 
sider the  bill  confirming  to  General  Jackson,  Col- 
onel Hawkins, dec.  certainlands  bestowed  on  them 
by  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  late  treaty. 

CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Clerk  of  ihe  House,  and  the  compensation  of  the 
>ubordinate  clerks  twenty  {ler  cent,  for  extra  duty 
in  bringing  up  old  arrears  of  business,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  Hardin  opposed  the  bill,  with  some  warmth, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage. 
It  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Hopkinson  and  Mr. 
.McKee.  and  passed — yeas  64,  nays  51,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alherton,  Baer,  Bassett, 
BetU,  Boss,  Calhoun,  Champion,  CiUey,  Clark  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Conner,  Creighton,  Cuthbert, 
EJwardti,  Caslon,  Gold,  Grosvenor,  Hammond,  Hen- 
derson, Hopkinson,  Huger,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Law,  Love,  Lovett, 
Lowndef,  .Vl.iyrant,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pickens,  Pick- 
ering, I'lnWney,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Ruggles^ 
Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Sheffcy,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Maryland,  Stearns.  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Telfair,  Tucker,  Vote,  Ward  of  .Mississippi, 
Webster,  Wendover,  Wilkin,  Woodward,  and  Wright, 

Nats — .Messrs.  .\rchcr,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Bennett,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Cannon,  Clendennin, Clopton, 
('omstock,  Crocheron,  Darhngton,  Forsyth,  Griffin, 
Hahn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawcs,  HeLster,  Hungerford, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lang- 
don, Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Marsh,  McCoy, 
Milnor,  I'arris,  Piper,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Throop,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  New  York.  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wilhams, 
Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  and 
Yancey. 

COMPENSATION  OF  COLLECTORS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
James  H.  McCulloch.  C^jllector  of  the  port  of  Bal- 
timore, allowing  an  extra  compensation  to  him 
and  oilier  cullectors,  whose  emoluaienis  were  ma- 
terially reduced  by  the  operation  of  the  restrictive 
system.     The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  Sfc.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  be  authorized  to  uliow  an  extra  compensation 
for  a  liinited  time  to  those  officers  of  the  customs 
whose  emoluments  were  diminished  below  a  reasona- 
ble salary  during  the  restrictive  system. 

The  resolution  L'ave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  pe- 
culiarly interesting,  from  the  brief  but  eloquent 
n  irraiive  given  by  Mr.  Pinknbt  of  the  gallantry 
of  Mr.  McCulloch,  who^  though  neatly  eighty 
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2L  nf  a<Te  an  J  exempted  by  years  and  by  office  I  the  inquiry  into  the  official  conduct  of  M.tthiw  B 
ipjot  age  anij.eiempiea  oy  y      ^^^^    .J,.^,     Tallmadge,   be   postponed    until   the   neit  wssioa  o 


rJi'the  Toils  of  military  service,  yet  shouldered 
hiEiiu^ket  wheo  the  British  approached  Baltimore 
i«!>S14  entered  the  ranks  a^  a  private  soldier. 
irJ-was  the  foremost  to  meet  the  enemy  at  North 
P.ft^t.  where  he  received  a  wound  which  renders 
hi|";a  cripple  for  life.  a    u     \a 

t/ie  resolutf.)n  was  also  supported  by  Mr. 
St^vu.  and  Mc  Wright;  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
UMfFEY  and  Mr.  GR08vENOR,nol  from  any  want 
niggard  for  the  character  and  conduct  of  the 
pfa.Tioner  ;  but  en  the  ground  of  the  inexpediency 
ofitisakmg  good,  the  reduced  emoluments  of  the 
ciM^ctors.  who  ;t0ok  their  office  with  a  foreknowl- 
et^e  of  Its  prerCirious  profits,  and  because  it  was 
ioj^at  charact-;  alone  Mr.  McCulloch  appeared 
b*j'e  the  Hou«>e  for  relief. 

Ji^ne  re>olutuai  was  reported  to  the  House  wiih- 
01^  tiraendraenf  and  laid  on  the  table. 

vphe  House  r»'solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ilyMvhole  Hou*e  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sur- 
v%-f,o(  two  miQions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
itlTieu  of  that  .quantity  heretofore  authorized  to 
bi-^urveyed.  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  mil- 
?i  liy  bounty  Ijinds  ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
I,  Jein.  the  bill-was  reported  without  amendment. 
1  \k  bill  was  ijien  amended  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
«  ]$  the  House  adjourned. 


y  Wed.nepday.  April  17, 

^r.  PLEASArrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
yifiiairs  reported  a  bill  appropriating  the  sum  of 
iK  ihou.<and  five  hundred  dollars  to  Captain 
Jfwwart  and  crew,  of  the  Syren,  for  a  capture 
\3^\x\'z  the  w*r  with  Tripoli;  which  was  read 
t?5ce  and  coi'^imitied  to  the  Coiumiiiee  of  the 
\>l5iole  to-day.  .   . 

Sir  PLEASApTS  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 

piiymcnt  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Rodgers, 

i  others;  u^iich  was  read  twice,  and  comrait- 

i|<l  to   the    l»st   mcDlioned    Committee  of   the 

•liole.  .ML 

,  Mt.  Plkasa.nts  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
.^Jyment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart, 
^d  others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  als,o  com- 
Jiiiled   to  the'last  mentioned  Committee  of  the 


ni 


l^hnle.  ,        ^  ^      _, 

-  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
J'illee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  pro- 
'^Jiujj  for  ca-fcs  of  lost  military  land  warrants, 
*id  discharges  for  faithful  services;  which  was 
iijad  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
iihird  lime  ti)-morrow. 

T*  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ft>reign  Al- 
:f>rs  be  discbarged  from  a  further  coosideratioQ 
i'\jf  the  resolution  of  the  7ih  of  February  last,  rel- 
tfjTive  to  the  tiade  between  the  Uoiied  States  and 
U^e  British  ^est  India  i.>lands. 
J  Mr.  Nelsi^n,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
Squire  iotouhe  official  conduct  of  Judge   Tall-  i 
.^adge,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  the 
rj^uruiiou  thrrein  contained  was  concurred  in  by 
it^,e  H'juse,  ai.  follows: 

Ruolved,  That  all  farther  proceedings  in  relation  to 


Tallmadge,   be    postponed    until   the   neit  sesiiioa  of 
Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  an  office  for 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  at  Edwardsville, 
Madison  eounty,  Illinois  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  requested  to  procure  all  the  in- 
formation he  may  be  enabled  to  obtain,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  lead  mines  of  the  United  Slates,  in 
the  counties  of  Washington  and  St.  Genevieve, 
in  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  report  the  same,  at 
ch?  next  session  of  Congress,  to  this  House. 

The  Message  received  yesterday  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States,  communi- 
cating copies  of  a  Convention  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  on 
the  second  day  of  March  last,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles  to  wit: 
An'act  making  appropriations  for  rebuilding 
light-houses,  and  for  completing  the  plan  of  light- 
in°g  them,  according  to  the  improvement  of  Wins- 
low  Lewis;  for  placing  beacons  and  buoys;  for 
the  preservation  of  Little  Gull  Island  ;  and  for 
surveying  the  coast  of  the  United  States  ; 

An  act'to  authorize  the  building  of  three  light- 
houses, viz:  one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Point 
Gammon,  and  one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Manon, 
in  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Saiuuel  Manac  ;  and 
An   act  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Turner;  were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Xaverio  Naudi ;  and 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Miichell ;  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
,  The  bill,  under  discussion  yesterday,  when  the 
House  adjourned,  to  authorize  the  survey  of  two 
millions  of  acres  of  public  land  in  lieu  of  that 
quantity  ordered  to  be  surveyed  in  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory, was.  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Tiie  bills  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia, 
and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin,  David 
and  William  Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  jr. ; 
passed  through  Committees  of  the  whole  House, 
and  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Potomac  Company  to 
acquire  certain  lands  by  purchase,  and  dispose  ol 
water  rights,  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  allow  the  crew  of  the 
privateer  Roger  the  legal  bounty  on  thirty-seven 
prisoners  captured  in  a  British  vessel,  after  the 
treaty  was  ratified,  but  within  the  lime  allowed 
lur  the  continuance  of  hostililies  in  the  latitude 
where  the  capture  was  made. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland. 
to  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  general,  and 
embrace  all  similar  captures,  produced  some  de- 
bate, and  was  finally  negatived. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  a  ihird  reading. 
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PETITION  OF  JOHN  McCAULEY. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  McCauley,  prrze  agent  for  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  brig  Vixen,  during  the  war  with  the 
Regency  of  Tripoli,  with  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therfin  contained 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House.  The  report  is 
as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  NaTal  Affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the 
petition  of  John  MrCauley.  prize  a»ent,  report  : 

That  they  have  considered  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  (Jcnerai  on  the  case  of  the  .Mftdonna  Cata- 
poliana.  captured  l>y  the  Syren  for  a  breach  of  the 
blockade  of  the  port  ol  'I'ripoii  in  the  war  carried  on 
by  the  United  States  against  that  Power.  The  Attor- 
ney Cieneral  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  subject  is 
a  proper  oue  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  as  be 
does  not  think  it  difierent  in  principle  from  the  case 
of  the  Algerine  vessels  taken  in  the  late  war  against 
that  Power,  and  restored  at  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and 
for  which  the  captors  have  been  compensated  by  a  bill 
which  has  passed  this  House.  The  Algerine  vessels 
were  taken  in  open  war  from  an  enemy  ;  the  Madon- 
na Catapohana  was  taken  from  a  neutral  and  friendly 
Power  for  a  breach  of  blockade,  and  restored  without 
having  ever  been  carried  before  a  coort  of  admiralty. 
The  committee  think  it  would  be  carrying  the  princi- 
ple too  far  to  say  that  a  vessel,  belonging  to  a  friendly 
and  neutral  Power,  captured  for  breach  of  blockade, 
and  resiored  to  the  neutral  by  the  commander  of  the 
blockading  squadron,  without  the  case  having  been 
decided  on  tiy  a  court  of  admiralty,  [should  oblige  the 
GovernmentJ  to  pay  (o  the  captors  ttie  6Up[>osed  value 
of  such  prize.  They  tberelore  recommend  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution  : 

Hetolned,  That  il  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  said  petition,  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  wiihdraw  their  petition  and  documents. 


Natt  DiPAHTMEST.  i»forcA29,  1816. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  5ih  of  February 
last,  to  tranamit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  them,  the  pe- 
tition of  John  McCauley,  with  the  papers  connected 
therewith,  and  a  aipy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  Unit<:d  States,  to  whom  I  referred  the 
points  of  law  which  the  subject  involved.  Should 
Congress  decide,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  General,  to  grant  the  amount  of  the  ori- 
ginal valuation  of  the  brig  Transfer,  a  special  appro- 
priation will  be  necessary  for  that  object.  It  will  re- 
main for  Congress  to  judge  of  the  principle  and  policy 
which  led  to  the  restoration  of  the  ship  Madonna  Ca- 
tapohana without  a  judicial  appeal,  and  how  far  the 
ca»e  is  analogous  to  the  late  transactions  with  Algiers. 

All  which  IS  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,        ».    W.  CKOWNliNSHlELD. 

The  honorable  the  Spkakek 

of  the  House  uf  Representatives. 


WA9HiifBT0i»,   March  27,  1816. 
Sib:  I  have  examined  the   papers   transmitted  to 
me  with  yoar  letter  of  the   12th  of  last  month,  and 


have  now  the  honor  to  aabmit,  according  to  your  re- 
quest, the  following  opinions  upon  the  cases  which 
they  present  : 

1st.  It  appears  that  the  brig  Transfer  was  captured 
offTnpoli  for  a  breach  of  blockade  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1804,  by  a  part  of  the  squadron  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Preble ;  that  she  was  regu- 
larly condemned  as  a  prize  of  war  ;  and  that  she  was 
taken  by  the  Commodore  at  a  valuation  of  95.000, 
and  placed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  where 
she  co-o{>erated  as  a  cruiser  with  the  aquadron  afore- 
said in  the  course  of  its  subsequent  belligerent  oper- 
ations. Under  such  a  state  of  facts,  I  dn  not  think 
that  the  captors  are  diverted  of  their  prize  interest. 
They  are  entitled  to  it  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  thus  became  the  purchaser  of  the  prim. 
Considering  this  interest  as  a  vested  one  on  their  part, 
I  can  see  no  objection  to  a  payment  of  the  amount  bjr 
the  IVavy  Department,  provided  there  l>e  any  existing 
appropriation  of  money  to  cover  such  payment.  I 
also  think  that  the  [wrtion  of  the  prae  to  which  the 
United  States  are  entitled  should,  as  in  other  cases,  be 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  as  di- 
rected by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  23d  April,  1800. 

2d.  In  regard  to  the  ship  Madonna  Catapohana, 
captured  by  a  part  of  the  same  squadron  off  Tnpoli, 
on  the  22d  March,  1804,  and  restored  to  the  former 
owners  by  the  authority  of  the  Commodore,  before  a.iy 
condemnation  or  judicial  proceedings  had,  it  would 
seesi  ahke  equitable  that  the  captors  should  be  reim- 
bursed. I  forbear,  at  this  time,  the  expression  of  any 
more  direct  opinion  upon  this  case,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress being  fully  competent  to  act  upon  it,  as  in  the 
case  now  before  that  body  of  the  Algerine  vesaels 
lately  surrendered,  from  which  the  present  is  not,  in 
principle,  distinguishable. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  receive  as  an  apolog)'  tor  this 
late  answer  to  your  letter,  that,  when  it  was  received, 
and  for  some  weeks  afterwards,  my  constant  public 
engagements  at  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  prevented  an  attention  to  other  suitjects. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

Hon.  B.   W.  CBOWiriSSRISLD, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
collection  of  debts  due  to  the  Government  in  the 
lawful  money  of  the  country — in  other  words, 
to  compel  ihe  banks  to  resume  the  payment  of 
specie. 

Mr.  Calhoun  took  a  succinct  view  of  the  bill, 
and  recapitulated  briefly  the  evils  which  demand- 
ed this  measure. 

Mr.  Smith,  ol  Maryland,  said  he  fell  great  dif- 
ficulty on  this  subject ;  but,  to  make  the  measure 
as  unexceptionable  as  possible,  he  moved  to  in- 
sert the  1st  of  March  next,  instead  of  the  31sl  of 
December,  as  the  day  on  which  the  act  should 
commence  its  operation.  In  the  present  situation 
of  the  currency  of  the  country,  he  observed,  no 
specie  being  paid  anywhere,  except  in  the  New 
England  States,  if  indeed  there,  the  measure  may 
be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  the 
Treasury,  and  also  to  the  interior  of  the  country, 
j  if  the  banks  are  compelled  in  a  short  time  to  pay 
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and  give  out  thfir  coin,  it  will  all  be  drawn  frorn 
them,  and  tbey  cannot  continue  to  redeem  their 
noteswith  specie.  On  theolher  hand, if  the  United 
Siaies  Bank  commences  before  the  Stale  banks 
do,  the  same  evil  will  result  to  it;  because  two 
banks  cannot  exist  at  the  same  time,  one  paying 
specie,  and  the  other  not.     Mr.  H.  said,  he  could 
wish,  therefore,  that  ihe  State  institutions  should 
start' fair  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
and   instead  of  6xing  a  time  at  all   in  the  bill, 
which  might  prove  too  soon  or  too  late,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  modified  so  as  lo  say,  from  and  after 
ihe  lime  at  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  Siates 
or  which  nour  rtaa   la.ien  lo  uve  uo..«r.  -  ua.....  ,  should  commence  its  operations      [This  proposi- 
^Tou   he  ajed.  be  able  to  collect  your  taxes    iion  bemff  deeded  not  to  be  at  this  time  in  order, 
thttil     He  anrrehended   not.     Mr.  S.  said,  he    no  question  wa.iaken  on  it.J 
in|»«f     ne   apj.rriiri  u ^         ^^^    Ward.  of  Massachusetts,  was   opposed  to 

Mr.  Smith's  motion,  and  to  any  extension  of  the 
period  whatever;  because  it  would  be  injurious 


3r=:*i;:^i^^^s^ — — — ->•»-  —  "~  ■ 

IB  4?n.     In  coDijdering  the  present  state  of  the 


bai^-.  it  may  be  ;ioubted  whether  it  can  be  done. 

In  (^e  large  citie'-j  it  would  be  attended  with  great 

di^\iilty,  and  w^th    stagnation   of  business,  be- 

c»tr*l  no  man  w^ll  make  engagements  on  credit ; 

eVo»-'  one  will  t*  cautious  in   making  contracts 

ito  ti'y  at  a  fuiuniday.    The  banks  mu^t.in  a  great 

deSVe,  stop  ther   discounts;  their  stoppage  will 

paAlyze  these  ground  them;  to  what  extent  he 

co(Mil  not  say,  but  that  it  would  be  great,  Mr.  S. 

»ctflied.  from   tl^   result  of  the  late  attempt  in 

';Vi^inia.  where^'the  banks,  by  similar  coercion, 

W^i;fned  their  discounts  greatly,  in  consequence 

of  fchich  flour  ^ad  fallen  to  five  dollars  a  barrel. 


b;H  never  beer*  able,  with  all   his  practice  and 
eiSerience.  to  ijnderstand  the  subject  of  money 
fiijv-     He  had -a  hope,  however,  that,  if  extended 
tc3v4arch,with  »he  aid  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unite) 
Sates,  this  meaisure  might  succeed.     The  bank 
wjiild  contain  ^  great  part  of  the  hoarded  trea- 
6ije  of  the  coL-Jtry  ;  after  the  three  first  instal- 
rr^nts  were  got^n,  with  importations  from  abroad, 
•  t|i  bank  wouk.  be  able  to  pay  specie.     They  will 
fl^tpone  goin^into  operation  until  they  are  thus 
.^%.pared;  and^,hat  would  not  be  until  the  Isi  ol 
'■  Jljiuary.     Thio  made  it  necessary,  he  thought, 
iff^  ihe  time  in^ihis  bill  to  be  extended  to  March, 
,;ch  would  soften  the  measure  and  make  it  less 
^*-,gerous.     B(=t  what  would  be  done  in  the  in 
tjor,  Mr.   S.  faid,  he  did  not  know.     The  Sec- 
firy  of  the  Treasury  would,  doubtles':,  make 
tS  change  as  f.asy  as  possible  by  Treasury  regu- 
ij.ons  ;  but  a^  the  present  officer,  it  was  under- 
'  ,od.  would  nvt  continue,  he  could  not  tell  what 
,uld  be  the>ffect;  he  feared    much  from   the 
•asure.     He^^hoped  it  would  likewise   be  aided 
ewhat   by  ihe  tariff,  which  would   lessen  thf 
'Tjdia  trade,  which,  of  course,  would 


'  '-/ 


.  ._4>ent  of  the  Kiuio  .i»,-^, >....-.  -_---, 

:  ^  consume  h  much  of  the  specie  of  the  coun 
*,/.     Mr.  S.  cfled  some  fiscal  transactions  in  Bal- 

•  i^iiore  to  supjiprt  his  opinion,  that  the  Secretary 

■  (Ji  the  Treasury  would  do  everything  in  his 
ilUver  to  lessef  the  pressure,  and  enable  the  State 
Sjiinks  to  enter'jinto  the  proposed  measure  without 

'Ai^at  pressur.'  on  the  Treasury  or  on  the  coun- 
'  ?iy,  but  did  n/Jt  believe  the  bill  would  be  benefi- 
;  rtai  or  proper  *unless  the  time  was  extended  be- 

■  ^jnd  the  day  proposed  ;  and  he  hoped,  therefore. 
'  •  %s  amendmeijt  would  be  adopted. 

f  TMr.  HopkvtJsgn  said,  make  this  measure  as 
rj|,ey  would.  s!>ll  it   must   inevitably  be  very  op- 

•  ryressive.     Bu«  all   had   agreed   it  was   wrong   to 

■  J^  things  go  ^n  in  their  present  course,  and  that 
'ingress  .^hojild  devise  a  remedy  for  thr-m.     In 

•  ••  AwisTdering  tUis  question,  the  time,  he  said.  wa> 

'   -ITmuch  con/pquence.     In  any  great  change  in 

']lie  communHiy.  time   was  necessary   to  enable 

J^feem  to   mee»  it.     In   the  present  it  whs  not,  in 

ki3  opinion,  r^cessary,  to  fix  any  precise  period; 

■  iVut  a  belter  r^le,  he  thought,  mi^hl  be  aJopteJ. 
'\W\x.  H.  presuined.  the  Siaie  hanks  sliould  coin- 
'"ifnence  pay  in. 4  specie  at  the  same  li.ne  the  U  .ii.d 
3 'i^iiaies  BjrkUhould  begin;  b*'cau>e.  i-aul  he,  it 
i^ou  compel  tihe  State  bauks  to  opeD  their  laulu 


lo  the  United  Siaies,and  unjust  to  particular  parts 
of  the   Union.     The   Constitution,   he  said,   re- 
quired ihat   the  duties  to  Government  sliould  be 
levied  in  an  uniform  and  impartial   manner,  and 
such  a  provision  would   make  the  Constituiional 
injunction   null   and   void;  for  where  would    be 
the  difference,  Mr.  W.  inquired,  between  directly 
and  expressly  allowing  a  difference,  in  collecting 
Ihe   revenues,  to  some  parts  of  ihe  country,  and 
nassin<T  a    law    winch    would    indirectly   create 
such  a''d'fference  ?    In  some  sections  of  the  coun- 
try the  State  bank   notes  are  as  good  as  specie  ; 
m  others  ihey  are  greatly  depreciated.     Could  it 
be  right  thai  one   section  of  the  United    Slates 
shoul  I   be   hound   to  pay  in   gold  or  silver,  or  in 
paper  superior  to  that  lu  other  part>  7    They  had 
been  told  of  the  bad   consequences  which  would 
ensue  from  adjourning  without  applying  a  reme- 
Jy  to  ilie  disordered  ktate  of  our  currency— the 
proposed  measure,  he  thought,  would  put  it  out  of 
iheir  power  to  do  anything.     He  could  not  un- 
derstand the  subject  as  other  gentlemen  did  ;  he 
ihout'ht  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  State  banks 
alone  ;  if  ihey  choose  to  pay  or  not  to  pay  specie, 
siilt  lei  them  alone,  if  they  can  get  on— we,  said 
Mr.  W.,  have  nothing  todo  with  ihem  at  all ;  but 
it  is  due  to  ourselves  to  refuse  their  notes  when 
ihey  do  not  pay  specie.    There  was  no  mystery  in 
ihis  bu>ine»s,  any  more  than  in  transactions  with 
individuals.  '  if  they  do  not  pay  specie  let  their 
notes   go  out  of  circulation,  or  let   the   United 
Slates  reluse  to  take  them.     It  had  been  said, 
itie  Goverumenl  could  uot  get  on,  could  not  col- 
lect Its  duties  in  particular  parts  of  the  country, 
wiihuutthe  aidol  this  measure;— this  opinion  he 
ihuushi  erroneou:.— the  G   verument  would   find 
uo  diffieuliy  in  the  case.     Suppose  there  was  not 
a  dollar  of  specie  or  coin  lu  the  United  Slates, 
could  not  the  Gov.rnmeiit   siill  get  on  in  lis  ne- 
•Toiiaiioiis  wiih  the  communiiy  without  resorting 
U)  any  measure  like  this?     Ii  had  been  stated  IQ 
ihf  course  of  the  session,  ihat  the   premiums  re- 
Cfivrd  lor  difference  beiween  Tre.tsury  notes  and 
d^nrt-ciaid  noies  aniounied  to  §30  000— could  it 
be  ri.-hl,  he  ask^d,  for  .udivi.lual»  lo  he  delrauJed 
III  ihiH  w.y  ?     Suppose  ihe  Qovero-iient  were  lo 
b«j,  iliai  Treasury  notes  bhould  be  received  for 
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taxes,  dec. —  the  people  everywhere  owed  Govern- 
ment, and  the  citizens  would  very  cheerfully  lake 
ihem.  Why  could  not  the  Government  issue 
Treasury  notes,  then,  and  direct  that  no  other 
paper  should  be  received  in  the  public  dues  ? 
They  would  soon  circulate  everywhere,  and  be 
had  without  difficulty.  He  thought  the  operation 
would  be  easy  and  highly  expedient,  and  it  ought 
not  to  be  delayed.  If  tiie  depreciated  hank  notes 
would  then  answer  the  common  purposes  of  mar- 
keting, dtc,  let  them  be  used — when  ihey  cease 
to  be  useful  they  will  go  out  of  circulation.  Mr. 
W.  repeated,  that  it  was  partial  and  wrong  to 
exact  the  taxes  in  one  part  of  the  country  in  gold 
or  silver,  or  what  was  equal  to  s()ecie,  and  receive 
lo  other  parts  a  depreciated  paper.  The  banks 
in  Boston  iiad  never  ceased  to  pay  when  demand- 
ed of  them  ;  and  they  had  persevered  in  it,  too, 
without  any  aid  from  ihe  Government.  He  re- 
capitulated a  few  arguments  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  concluded  with  the  opinion,  that  it 
would  he  belter  to  make  the  bill  lake  effeci  from 
and  after  its  pas>sage. 

Mr.  Tucker  haid,  he  rose  to  express  his  dissent 
to  the  proposition  of  ihe  gentleman   from  Mary- 
land   (Mr.   Smith.)     As  one  of  the  committee 
which  had  reported  the  bill,  he  had  conceived  the 
first  of  January  to  be   upon  ihe  whole   the  most 
proper  period  to  commence  the  operation  of  the 
provisions  contemplated  by  that  committee.     He 
hoped  the  House  would  coincide  in  their  opinion  ; 
be  hoped   we    should    not  now  shrink   from  the 
adoption  of  measures  which  were  intimately  con- 
nected with  and  formed  a  part  of  that  system  of 
which  the  hank  bill  was  a  principal  feature.     The 
evils  under  which  Ibis  nation  was  liboring  had 
long  been  of  .serious  and  threatening  magnitude. 
The  currency  of  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  dis- 
order and    embarrassment  which   had    been    too 
often  strongly  depicted,  and  was  too  generally  and 
keriously  fell  to  require  any  farther  comment  from 
him.     lu  the  strong  language  of  the  genilemau 
from  South  Carolina,  the  disease  was  deep-rooted, 
and  It  required  the  most  rigo.'ous  remedies  to  pro- 
duce a  cure.     Nothing  but  a  sense  of  the  absolute 
necessity   of   the    strongest    measures    to    restore 
soundness  to  the  circulating  medium,  had  induced 
the  assent  of  Congress  lo  the  establishment  of  a 
Naiional  Bank,     it  was  now  to  be  seen  whether 
we  would   loUow  up  ih.it   important  measure  by 
others  which  were  necessary  lo  give  it  complete 
efficacy,  and  which  had  always  been  contemplated 
by  Us   friends   as  intimately  and   essentially  con- 
nected with  its  success.     He  hoped  the  Commit- 
tee would    not  be  unmindful    of  the  change    this 
bill   had   undergone  since  it  was  first  reporied    to 
the  House,  and  that  it  would  he  recollected  that 
everything  of  a  harsh  and   peual    character  had 
been  erased  from  it.     Ii  had  been  recommiited  on 
the  mulion  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  with 
a  view  to  an  amendment,  in  which  riie  select  com- 
mittee   had   concurred.     They  had   stricken   out 
the  clause  imposing  an  increased  duty  upon  the 
notes  of  such    banks   as  refused    to  redeem  their 
Doles  in  specie,  noi  from  any  hesitation  as  to  the 
oliimaie   propriety  of  adopting  such   provisions, 


but  from  a  hope  that  measures  less  energetic  might 
effect  the  great  object  they  had  in  view.     Should 
these  fail,  he  believed   there  was  a  very  general 
sentiment  in  the  House  favorable  to  the  adoption 
at  a   future  period   of  the  vigorous  means  whicb 
at  first  had  been  reported  by  the  committee.     At 
pre.-ent,  however,  the  House  was  not  called  upoa 
lo  decide  upon    that  proposition.     The   measure 
now  proposed,  and  to  which  their  assent  is  asked, 
is  one  so  palpably  correct,  so  manifestly  right  and 
proper,  that  he  had  hoped  it  would  have  met  with 
no  opposition.     What  is  proposed  1     Merely  that 
the  officers  of  the  United  Stales  should  not  receive 
the  dutie.s  and  other  sums  payable  to  the  Govern- 
ment in    the  depreciated    paper  of  those    banks 
which  will  not  redeem  their  notes  and  fairly  dis- 
charge their  debts.     Can  such  a  measure  be  dis- 
approved ?     Shall  not  the  United  Slates,  who  lay 
the  taxes,  have  the  privilege  of  prescribing   the 
medium  in  which  they  shall  be  paid  ?     Shall  the 
nation  alone   be   the  sufferer  by  a  tender  law? 
Shall  the  humblest  citizen  in  the  communiiy  have 
a  right  to  refuse  lo  receive  of  his  debtor  the  de- 
preciated and  worthless  paper  which  is  in  circu- 
lation, and  shall  the  nation  be  compelled  to  sub- 
mit to  such  a  payment  ?     By  no  means.     Justice 
10  the  nation,  justice   to  the  various  parts  of  this 
Confederacy,  justice  to  public  creditors  require 
that  the  revenues  should   be  paid  in  a  sound  and 
undepreciated  currency.     The  system  at  present 
existing,  operates  with  peculiar  hardship  on  some 
particular  sections  of  the  Union,  and  on  some  par- 
ticular seaport  towns.     la   the  present  slate   of 
things,  the  duties  and   taxes  not  only  fall   much 
more   heavily  upon   those  portions  of  the  Unioa 
where  ihe  paper  is  least  depreciated,  but  another 
consequence   fatal   to   iheir  interest  is  produced. 
Their  seaport  towns  will   be  materially  injured. 
The    importing  merchant  in  Norfolk,  who  cao 
pay  the  duties  on  his  cargo  in  Baltimore  in  paper 
worth  twelve  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  Norfolk, 
will  find  it  to  his  interest  to  enter  at  Baltimore — 
pay  the  duties  there  and  send  his  goods  coastwise 
to  Norfolk.     He  had  heard  from  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  men  in  Virginia,  lately  from  Norfolk, 
that  tilings  were  already  taking  that  course.     The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  could  inform  us  whe- 
ther it  was  really  the  case.     For  his  own  part  he 
believed  it,  not  only  because  of  the  source  whence 
the  information  had  been  derived,  but  because  it 
was  the  natural  course  of  things.     Twelve  per 
cent,  difference  upon  the  amounts  of  duties  on  a 
large  importation  would,  he  presumed,  justify  the 
course  ol  business  to  which  he  alluded.     Its  effect 
cannot  be  misconceived.     It  must  tend  to  accu- 
mulate capital  where  the  duties  can  be  paid  low. 
and  to  draw  it  from  those  ports  where  they  were 
high.     Tnus   by  a  strange  injustice  making,  in 
effr'ct,  a  distinction   in  favor  of  those  who   least 
deserve    peculiar   encouragement,  whilst  at   the 
same  time  the  amount  and   perhaps  the  securitj 
of   the  revenue   may   be  considerably  impaired. 
He,  for  one,  was  anxious  to  put  an  end   to  this 
stale  of  things. 

The  Norihern  and  the  Southern  Sutes  were 
equally  liable  to  be  sufferers  from  a  situation  of 
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aJijWd  calculate;!  chiefly  to  benefit  Baltimore. 
Pl^ftdelphia,  ai.d  perhaps  New  York  ;  and  it 
M<f  ^therefore  nci-essary  to  adopt,  as  promptly  as 
pr  •'♦<?nce  would  jjermit.  a  measure  which  would 
TbJ./Te  a  just  eqtialitv  between  the  various  sec- 
tS*  of  the  Uniyn.  He  would  not  dilate  furiher 
Okojl^e  general  puinciples  upon  which  he  believed 
tjjiipfoposed  mt^isure  to  be  justified,  but  confine 
hirX^lf  to  the  .|uestion  raised  by  the  motion  of 
t|i|tg!entleman  from  Maryland.     That  gentleman. 


ArRiL,  laiflp 


might 


cS5'A»'ho8e  judgwent  the  greatest  reliance 
HtiTpitced,  had   jn  the   course  of  his  remarks  in 
lied  us  that  the  Bank  of  the  United   States 


Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  should  consider  it  better  to 
pass  no  law  on  the  subject,  than  to  extend  the 
period  mentioned  in  the  bill.  It  would  furnish 
an  irresistible  argument  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  should  he  after  ihe  first  of  January 
refuse  lo  receive  the  paper  of  banks  which  do  not 
redeem  their  notes.  Ii  would  then  be  said,  that 
Congress,  by  passing  this  bill  (as  proposed  lo  be 
amended)  had  impliedly  authorized  the  payment 
of  the  revenues  in  depreciated  paper  to  the  first 
of  March.  With  such  a  construction  in  their 
favor,  It  IS  scarcely  probable  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  has  been  already  compelled 

yield  to  the  force  of  circumstances  in  receiving 


•id  most  prolwibly  be  in  operation  by  the  first  |  to  yv  ,.  ,      ,,  ^         ,    . 

January.     If  ^o,  and  he  had   no  doubt  of  the  :  ibeir  paper,  will  be  able  to  withstand  the  torrent ; 


jctness  of  tl>'e  opinion,  upon  what  principles 
Id  the  propo.<al  to  postpone  the  operation  of 
ih^ill  under  consideration  be  justified  ?  If,  for 
f««;«i0Dths  afi»ir  the  United  States  Bank  goes 
i^- operation,  vre  permit  the  State  banks  to  go 
o 
C 


viihout  payipg  specie — if  we  suffer  them  to 
i^nue  the  plares  of  deposite  of  our  revenue  ;  if  , 
"^vk'tjive  a  credii  lo  their  depreciated   paper  by  j 
)|itting  It  to^be  received  in  the  collection  of  i 
jlJi^-^venue.  sha^l  we  do  justice  to  the  bank  we 
fe^t-  lately  chaijered — shall  we  derive  to  the  na- 
irAs^the  benefit  ive  anticipated  from  its  establish-  i 
TnKl  1     Far  froju  it.     The  inevitable  effect  will  | 
b4^t-jther  to  ponpone  the  operations  of  the  new  I 
y<td%  till  Marcii.^or.  if  it  commences  business,  to  i 
exff.3e  It  to  the  (^raands  of  the  State  banks,  which  I 
ct*jcl  its  papet  and   draw  out  its  specie,  whilst 
ow'^ieir  part  ih«f  y  will  refuse  to  redeem  their  own 
td^.$  with  the  (iame  good  faith.     Moreover,  the 


and  to  insist,  as  he  ought  to  do  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  receiving  the  revenues  in  some- 
thing belter  than  a  paper  currency,  which  is  not 
convertible  into  anything  but  paper. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Stale 
banks  could  prepare  for  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  first  of  January.  Though  they 
have  unquestionably  overiraded,  and"  probably 
cannot  at  this  time  redeem  their  paper,  yet  they 
have  ample  funds  loeffect  the  object  if  they  would 
set  seriously  about  it.  The  measure  proposed 
will  compel  them  todoso.  If  we  let  liiem  alone 
they  will  never  do  it.  They  cannot  do  it  with- 
out concert ;  there  never  will  be  that  conceit.  If, 
instead  of  pressing  their  dealers,  that  their  out- 
cries may  influence  the  measures  of  the  Legisla- 
tive body  and  prevent  this  necessary  measure, 
ihey  would  curtail  their  discounts  with  modera- 
they  would  sell  their  stock,  the  price  of 


p3»<nt  inequality  in    the  payment  of  duties  will  i  lion  ;  it    thej  ^  ^    .i  a 

?3Clnue  as  tht^duties  in  the  Middle  States  will  ;  which  will  be  so  much  enhanced  by  the  increased 
^^  '  •'    demand  for  it  in  payments  of  subscriptions  to  the 

National  Bank  ; — if,  after  having  for  several  years 


Ma  be    paid    ii'    their    depreciated    paper 
w"^t  eood  end  ivas  to  be  effected  by  the  postpone 
ffl^ttf 


A  littlv  more  time  is  asked. 


And 

one- 

What  use 


i^Jibeen  made'of  the  past— what  is  likely  to  be 
Ti-5^te  of  the  fu'iure,  which  cannot  equally  be  ef- 
fe;%:ed  by  fixin-;  on  the  first  of  January  ?     The 

Mileman  toldAhe  House  very  truly,  that  specie 

}a\d  be  necevarily  imported.  Is  there  not  time 
f*- these  impt'.-lations  ?  If  an  effort  was  to  be 
'nli'de  to  increa-*  the  quantity  of  coin  in  the  coun- 
'■^a  by  importic^ion.  he  believed  that  it  would 
cjrly  be  effect-cd  by  the  Fall  arrivals;  and  that  j  which  we  must  enforce 


made  immense  dividends  whiletbe  profits  of  every 
other  class  of  society  were  reduced  to  nothing  by 
the  operation  of  the  war.  they  would  declare  no 
dividend  till  they  were  enabled  to  pay  their  debla, 
he  had  no  doubt  they  might  in  six  months  resume 
the  payment  of  specie,  without  ruin  or  even  ma- 
terial distress  to  the  mass  of  society.  It  was  a 
course  which  honesty  and  justice  required — 
which  the  welfare  of  the  nation  demanded,  and 


.C^  additional   advantage  would   in   this  point  ol 

l^^.W  accrue  ft^m   extending  the  period  during 

Winter   m.>nths  of  January  and   February. 

therefore,  be  was  opposed  to  the  continuation 

e  mischief  trom  which  we  now  suffer,  and  as 

:ould  see  m;  necessity  for  the  delay,  he  was  de- 


It  bad  been  intimated  that  there  would  be  great 
diflBculty  in   collecting   the   taxes   for   want  of  a 
medium.     But  the  direct  tax  which  will  be  pay- 
able before  March  next  will  be  paid  by  January, 
so  that  the  j)eople  of  the  interior  will  not  be  af- 
fected by  this  act,  and  as  to  those  of  the  sea[>orl.s, 
Cdly  oppose?;  to  It.     He  apprehended,  seriously  i  if  they  have  the  depreciated  paper,  they  can  al- 
•i>rebeaded,  fhat  every  day  would  add   to   the  ,  ways  command  what  will  pay  their  taxes,  if  they 
culty  of  eftecting  the  desirable  object  of  re-  ;  are  willing  to  allow  a  fair  discount.     Upon  the 
Oing  to  a  specie  circulation.     The  banks  now  \  whole,  Mr.  T.  had  no  doubt  that  it  was  nece.ssary 
i£(»xis'ience — Qpposed  from  motives  of  self-inter-  '  to  give  effect  to  this  measure  at  as  early  a  period 
to  specie  rtjdemptioo— were  almost  too  strong  \  as  possible,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  first  of 
the  legislative  arm.     They  formed  a  colossal  {  January    would   not    be  found   too   remote.     "" 
-wer  which  i{  was  difficult  to  resist.    We  already  1  should  therelbre  vote  asaiost  the  amendment 


He 


it  how  arduous  was  the  underlakiog  to  control 
.em.  and  to  resist  their  influence.     The  longer 
delay,  the  more  seriously  is  that  influence  to 
apprehendet'. 


Mr.  S.MiTB  having  varied  his  motion  from  the 
first  of  March  to  the  first  of  February — 

Mr.  Inobam  said,  he  would  prefer  the  first  of 
March  to  the  first  of  February.     It  had  been  »ug- 


«l 
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gested  that  the  Slate  banks  ought  to  be  compelled 
to  pay  specie  at  the  same  time  the  National  Bank 
commenced   its  operation? ;  but  it  had  not  been 
shown  at  what  time  that  bank  could  commence; 
he  presumed  neither  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury nor  the  Committee    had  calculated  tiie  Na- 
tional Bank  to  go  into  operation  by  the  31st  of 
December.     He  perceived  that  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary,  by   its   date,  was   written   before   the 
Bank  bill  was  passed;  the  time  for  opening  the 
books  had  been   protracted  one  month,  and  also 
the  time  for  taking  the  subscriptions,  making  near 
two  months  longer  than  was  contemplated  at  the 
time  the  letter  was  written.    He  presumed,  there- 
fore, that  the  first  of  March  would  be  as  early  as 
the  bank  could  be  put  into  operation  ;  and  as  this 
measure  had  been  relied  on  to  give  facility  to  the 
State  hanks   in  resuming  specie  payments,  this 
effect  could  not  be  produced  if  the  State  banks 
were  compelled  to  pay  specie  before  the  United 
States    Bank   commenced   its  operation;    but   it 
would  be  better  to  protract  the  period  somewhat 
beyond  the  time,  than  to  attempt  to  coerce  them 
before.     The  Slate  banks  had  difficulties  to  en- 
counter in  resuming  specie  payments,  which  the 
United  States  Bank  will  not   be  exposed  to;  the 
former    have  contracted   debts    by   issuing   their 
notes  in  large  quantities — the  latter  has  no  debts 
lo  pay  ;  it  will  commence  with  caution  ;  specie 
will  circulate  to  a  limited  extent,  and  confidence 
will   be   gradually   restored.      The    State    banks 
having  taken  proper  measures  for  that  purpose, 
will  feel  the  effect  of  this  confidence,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty will  be  essentially  diminished.     The  ob- 
ject of  restoring  the  currency  is  a  very  desirable 
one.  and  whatever  Congress  do,  they  ought  to  do 
it  with  effect,  avoiding  all  uunecessary  pressure; 
but.  taking  a  reasonable  and   practicable  course, 
there  will  not  be   the  same  motive  to  relax  the 
measure;  and.  having  demanded   nothing  more 
than  is  reasonable,  they  will  not  be  importuned 
for  a  suspension  of  the  law  at  the  next  session. as 
was  now  the  case  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  which 
had  adopted  a  similar  measure.     If  the  time  was 
protracted  as  proposed,  Congress  would  be  able 
to  resist,  with  more  fortitude  and  effect,  the  in- 
fluence that  would  assail  them,  and  liie  great  ob- 
ject more  effectually  "secured,  than  if  the  shortest 
period  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ROBLRTSON  said,  it  was  true  the  State  of 
Virginia  had  passed  a  law  to  compel  specie  pay- 
ments; but  the  Legislature  might  be  quickly 
called  together,  and  he  should  not  be  surprised  if, 
by  the  very  influence  of  the  banks,  the  clamor 
was,  in  that  State,  excited  and  kept  up  for  the 
purpose  of  forcing  a  repeal  of  the  law,  and  enab- 
ling thera  to  continue  their  very  profitable  busi- 
ness. The  clamor  in  Virginia  for  a  call  of  the 
Legislature  being,  as  he  believed,  factitious,  and 
produced,  indirectly,  by  the  banks  themselves, 
ought  not  to  deter  Congress  from  adopting  proper 
measures  to  enforce  the  payment  of  specie.  He 
believed  this  the  last  opportunity  which  would 
occur  for  years  to  act  efllciently  on  the  subject, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  not  be  neglected. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  motion  to  insert  the 


first  of  February  would  not  prevail.     He  added  a 
few  remarks  to  those  he  submitted  when  he  first 
introduced  the  bill;  and  advening  to  the  effect 
of  the  Virginia  enforcing  act.  observed,  that  an 
attempt  to  compel  specie  payments  in  a  particu- 
lar State,  when  all  the  surrounding  banks  did  not 
so  pay.  was  a  very  different  thing  from  a  general 
regulation,  which  would  operate  on  every  part  of 
the  country  alike.     He  had  all  along  believed  no 
single  State  could  safely  resume  the  payment  of 
specie — could  not   meet  the  consequent   curtail- 
ment of  discounts;  but  this  did  not  prove  that 
specie  payments  were  impracticable,  if  resumed 
contempora:!eously  throughout  the  country.    Mr. 
C.  felt  very  anxious  for  the  fate  of  this  measure; 
he  strongly  suspected   the   banks  did  not  mean 
voluntarily  to  resume  specie  payments,  though  it 
was  in  their  power  to  import  specie  from  abroad. 
He  spoke  boldly  on  the  subject;  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  banks  sincere  in  their  declarations,  and 
if  there  was  the  least  giving  back  here,  the  object 
would  be  lost.     He  hoped  there  would  be  such  a 
vote  on   the   bill,  as  would  give  assurance  that 
Congress  was  determined  to  compel  the  restora- 
tion of  a  sound  currency.     To  this  end,  Mr.  C. 
believed,  the  last  of  December  would  afford  the 
banks  ample  lime;  but  he  would  not  be  tenacious 
on  the  subject,  if  the  House  thought  otherwise. 

Mr.  GaosvE.toR  said,  for  himself,  he  would 
have  preferred  the  bill  in  its  original  shape,  to 
compel  the  payment  of  specie.  He  objected  to 
the  proposed  amendment,  not  that  a  month  or 
two  was  anything  in  the  result,  but  that  it  was 
important,  as  it  would  affect  ulterior  measures  of 
the  Government.  He  hoped  the  time  would  be 
fixed  as  early  in  the  next  session  as  possible,  that 
no  difficulty  might  ensue  from  any  pressure  on 
Congress  by  the  banking  interest.  Such  pres- 
sure might  be  anticipated  at  the  next  session,  and 
it  might  be  too  great  to  be  resisted,  if  not  now 
provided  for. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  again  rose  in  support 
of  his  motion.  He  wished  eight  weeks  allowed 
for  the  United  States  Bank  to  commence  its 
operations,  that  the  pressure  might  be  taken  off 
the  State  banks;  without  this,  merchants  would 
not  be  able  to  pay  their  bonds  at  the  custom- 
houses, and  there  would  be  a  general  shock  to 
business  throughout  the  community.  Mr.  S.  de- 
clared that,  if  the  3lst  of  December  were  retained, 
he  should  be  obliged  to  vole  against  the  bill.  His 
anxiety  to  make  the  measure  easy  to  the  banks 
arose  from  no  interested  feeling — he  owned  not  a 
cent's  worth  of  bank  stock.  He  believed  the 
banks  were  making  arrangements  to  meet  tbe 
crisis,  and  that  they  would  be  able  and  willing^to 
r*'surae  specie  payments  in  a  reasonable  time. 
The  banks  of  Baltimore  bad  now  less  notes  oat 
than  those  of  Boston  ;  and  he  himself  had  pur- 
chased one  hundred  thousand  silver  dollars  at  five 
per  cent.  only.  Mr.  S.  thought  a  little  indulgence 
to  the  banks  on  this  subject  would  produce  much 
good,  and  that  too  much  hardship  would  do  great 
harm.  He  was  averse  to  any  attempt  to  force 
the  banks  to  do  what  it  was  impracticable  for 
them  to  perform  immediately.     In  reply  to  Mr. 
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|^"l^D*s  remart,  ibat  ibe  banks  of  Boston  had 
n^vfierered  in  Hijing  specie  without  any  aid  from 
S^eroment.  Mr.  S.  said,  ibat  these  banks  never 
I  'jyjjf  »ny  «id  t^.  th«»  GoTeroraeDt.  except  in  one 
'  itJ^ojtnce'.  and  trit  was  the  reason  they  were  some- 
'  Jtiij**  censuret^  in  vhia  House. 
'  "*5?^r-  SHSrrEt  was  opposed  to  this  amendment. 
Ig.^^ry  day.  he'>aid.  which  the  measure  was  de- 
■  g'ftl.  would  tj-ake  it  more  difficult,  and  the  evil 
li^ijld  daily  b4ccme  worse  and  worse.  He  was 
faror  of  st*jn^  measures,  and  of  the  shortest 
^«.  acd  wa'  alraid  this  hill  would  prove  too 
^f^k  10  effect-he  object  in  view  ;  but,  mild  as  it 
m^.  he  wa5  wMlinT;  to  take  it,  and  hoped  theses 


rious  kind.  The  bill  forbids  the  Treasury  to 
receive  in  payment  the  notes  of  banks  which 
shall  not  pay  specie  after  the  3lst  of  December 
next— that  is,  it  exacts  of  the  banks  to  do  what, 
he  feared,  would  be  found  impracticable.  The 
injury  will  not  be  to  the  banks  alone;  it  will 
fall  principally  on  those  who  do  business  with 
them.  A  merchant's  bond  becomes  due  at  the 
custom-house,  he  has  the  amount  in  one  of  the 
Stale  banks,  (who  do  not  pay  specie,)  a  check 
on  such  bank  will  not  pay  his  bond  ;  the  bank 
will  sav,  we  have  not  the  specie,  we  cannot  aid 
you.  What  is  he  to  do?  He  cannot  pay.  and 
his  bond  will  remain  unpaid  ;  his  credit  will  be 


•ii'fl  would  no"  be  suffered  to  slip  over  without    destroyed  at  the  custom-house,  and  he  must  (un 
StTething  beir'.c  done.     Instead  of  extending  the    til  his   bond  is   paid)   pay  ready  money  for   all 
^f  he  woulo  prefer  the  first  of  November,  by  '  goods  that   he  may  thereafter   import.     He  can- 
Sch  day  theibanks  would  be  able  to  sell  their  |  not  pay,  and  his  goods  will  be  put  in  the  public 


xj^e  be  woulo  prefer  the  first  of  November,  by  '  goods  that   he  may  thereafter   import, 
S^ch  day  theibanks  would  be  able  to  sell  their  |  not  pay,  and  his  goods  will  be  put  in         , 
•8i.rernraenisii)ck.and  be  prepared  for  the  change.  I  warehouse,  sold  at   auction  for   the  duties,  and 
- 'ilr.  GBOsvtMOR,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  said,  |  ruin   and   bankruptcy   will   follow   in   many  in 
Viie   was  noilaw  to  compel  the  United  States    stances.     He  did  not  know  whether  a  postpone 


X-i/ik  to  comn>^nce  its  operations  on  the  first  of 
|l^,:»uary;  and  j>egged  to  know  if  that  bank  was 
,-!fi^t  to  have  sojoe  protection  against  the  cupidity 
•'iisf  the  State  l^nks  ?     He  would  give   the  State 
blanks  a  fair  ajd  proper  time  to  prepare,  on  con- 
■^lon  that  thi'y  honestly  intended   to  return  to 
}  £|^cie  paymeiUs.  and  would  use  all  means  lo  do 
i  fjl;  and  iDstea<l  of  crushing  and  convulsing  the 
I  jiramercial  community  to  every  extent,  would 
j  f.>:rifice  a  feif  per  cent,  of  their  Government 
5(ljck.     WouI(/  any  man  tell  him  they  could  not 
{  J^U  that  slock?     They  could,   if  not  at  par,  at 
|j{«jnething  befiiW  it.     The  secret  is,  said  Mr.  G., 
>  tj?  banks  sti^y  their  own   interest  solely,  and 
j  Sk^ike  as  raucT  as  they  can,  without  considering 
\  i^iregarding  Ij^e  country  ;  in  some  instances  iheir 
-  WPfiis  were  b^iween  fifteen  and  eigiiteen  percent. 
2viVpd  how  diduhey  pay  for  the  stock  which  they 
py.ad?      Whyi   in    this    very    depreciated    paper, 
"ijliere  was  a  jliost  powerful  reason  for  not  putting 
igji"  this  measure;  he  did  not  believe  it  would  be 
.<f^ectual  if  delayed;  it  was  too  weak,  and  Con- 
iiSfciless  would,  #1  the  next  session,  be  beset  with  the 
.jj^hole  weight  of  the  banking  influence.   It  would 
j  J  ;J^  deferring  "'be  remedy  forever;  but  rather  than 
•    jubrait  to  the'^disorder.  and  fasten  on  the  country 
[>^paper  ?ysiP5P,  he   would  amputate   the   roiten 
*f  r^rt ;  rather  *Tian  submit  to  the  evils  which  would 
.  .^^*i*ssue  from  s^ch  a  course,  he  would,  if  ht  had  the 
^  '>5f)wer,  bury  ^xem  in  the  earth,  and  give  life  to 
iastiiuiions  c<  a  sound,  healthy,  and  useful  con- 
.^'ilution.     Bijt,  so  long  as  he  believed  ihe  banks 
^jincere,  he  w^uld  not  put  them  down  ;  he  would 
^^esort  to  len^nt  measures  first,  and  trusted  they 
would  be  effectual. 
zl     Mr.  Smitp^  of  Maryland,  had  already  said  that 
>':ihis  subject  vyas  one  of  extreme  difficulty  ;  that 
*<iJovernment:^ntermeddling  with  subjectsof  such 
^l^elicacy,  mi<:,ht   involve   the  country  iii  ruin  and 
^S^stroy  mantf  unoffending  individuals;  that  Vir- 
jginia  had  pai^ssed  a  law  to  compel  her  banks  to 
.  j[.ay  specie  on  the  15ih  of  NovemLer.     The  resuli 
-"was  as  might  have  been  expected,  and  such  as 
ii^Qught  to  cau^e  a  doubt,  and  induce  the  commii- 
.♦^Cee   to  appr^'.hend  consequences  of  the  most  se- 
-  •  .  ." 

.   tf*  •    * 
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^  postpone- 
ment until  the    1st   of  February    would  cure  the 
evil.     He  thought  that  if  the   time  was  fixed  at 
the  1st  of  March  it  would  greatly  lessen  the  dan- 
aer  which  was  apprehended.     Mr.  S.   then  said, 
fhat  if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  went  into 
operation  on  the  1st  of  January,  the  luerchaots 
would  offer  good  notes  to  that  bank  or  one  of  its 
branches  for   the  amount  of  their  bonds,  which 
would   be  discounted   and   enable   them  to  pay; 
that  by  this  means   a  pressure   would    be   taken 
from   the  Slate   banks,  and   he  had  a  hope,  that 
with  forbearance   on   the  part  of  the   Treasury 
towards  those  banks  which  held  the  public  funds, 
and   by  sales  of  United  States  slock,  the  banks 
in  the  great  cities  would  be  enabled  to  pay  specie 
after  the  1st  of  March.     Confidence  (which  was 
the   all-imporiani)    would    be   restored    by    two 
months'   paying  of  specie    by  the  United  States 
Bank;  and  the  State  banks,  being  then  better  pre- 
pared, would   make   tlie  attempt  to  recommence 
specie  payments,  he  hoped,  without  much  dao- 
ger.     But  in  this  opinion  he  differed  with  almost 
all  the  merchants   in  Baltimore.     They  thought 
specie  payments  by  the    banks  at  so  short  a  day 
impossible.     He  again  would  assert   that  it  was 
not  excessive  issues  of  paper,  or  excessive  dis- 
counts to  merchants,  that  occasioned  what  was 
called  depreciation;  that  he  had  seen  the  balance 
sheet  of  two  banks  of  Baltimore,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  neither  their  discounts  nor  their  notes 
in  circulation  were  equal  to  what  they  were  in 
1912.     Yet  the  notes  were  not  equal  in  value  to 
those  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  issues 
and  di.-counts  it  had  been  shown  had  been  exces- 
sive.    In  one  of  our  largest  banks,  he  would  state, 
that  Its  discounts  did  not  exceed  its  actual  capital 
more  tuan  ninety  thousand  ;  that  its  notes  in  cir- 
culation amounted  to  little  more  than  one-third 
of  IIS  capital ;  that  it  liad  6  per  cent,  slock  of  the 
United  States  to  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  It  owed  for  deposites  by   individuals  and 
by  the  Treasury  ;  thai  the  deposiie  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  that  bank  was  so  small  that  itfully  showed 
that  no  loss  had  arisen  to  the  Government  by  the 
receiving  of  Baltimore  paper  in   payment,  and 
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that  the  Treasury  had  been  able  to  pay  in  such 
paper  for  the  interest  of  the  stock  and    its  debts 
without  loss  to  the  Treasury.     Mr.    S.  further 
said   that  the  difference  of  value  between  Balti- 
more and  Virginia  paper  had,  in  a  great  measure, 
been  owing  to  the  Treasury  bavins  (last  Spring) 
drawn  from  the  Baltimore  banks  $750,000,  which 
were  sent  to  Richmond   lo   pay  the  debt  due  to 
Virginia  by  the  United  States.     That  so  large  a 
suoT could  not  fail  to   have  an  effect  on  the  ex- 
change  betv^een   those  States.     That   the   bank 
he  ha*d  alluded  to  bad  lately  sold  stock  in  Rich- 
mond, and  withdrawn   their  own   notes,   which, 
with  other  banks  doing  the  same,  and   wiih   the 
course   of  trade    with    the    interior  of  Virginia, 
would,  he  hoped,  soon  lessen  the  balance  that  had 
been  af^ainst  Baltimore;  that  he  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  shown   bow  the  balance  of  trade  had 
arisen    against    Baltimore,   and  in    favor  of  the 
Slates  to  the  Eastward  ;  that   the  exchange  had 
fallen,  he  believed,  since  Congress  had  met,  with 
Boston.     He   said  that  it  would  perhaps  not  be 
proper  for   him   to  give  a    view    of   the   Boston 
bank.s,  but  this,  he  hoped,  he  might  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  if  the  dram  of  their  specie  progressed 
as  It  had   done  between  June  and  January  last, 
they  would  be  in   a  pitiable  situation.     Connec- 
ticut, he  said,  would   feel   the  operation  of  the 
bill ;  her  banks    were    called    specie  banks,  but 
they  paid  no  specie — their  business  was  done,  he 
believed,  in  New  York   bank   notes;  thus,  when 
they  discounted  merchants'  notes,  they  contracted 
that  they    were  neither  to  pay  specie  nor  their 
own  notes;  they  were  lo  pay  in  the  notes  of  the 
banks  of  New   York.     He  said   that  it   was   be- 
lieved that  the  banks  of  New  York  had  as  much, 
if  not  more,  note^  in  circulation,  in  proportion  to 
their  capital,  than  those  of  Baltimore  ;  yet  their 
paper    was   8  per  cent,  better,    both    paying   in 
notes,  and  neither  in  specie.     It  had  been  repre- 
sented to  him  that  some   of  the  banks  of  the  in- 
terior of  New  York  have  issued  their  notes  to  an 
excess,  and   yet  their  notes  were   better  in  the 
market  than  those  of  Baltimore ;  which  did  not 
prove  a  depreciation,    but    that   the   balance  of 
trade  was  greatly  against  Baltimore  and  in  favor 
of  New  York,  a  ciicumstance  that  will  cure   it- 
self in  a  few  months  perhaps. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Ward)  had  pressed  this  subject  with  great  zeal. 
He  had  said  that  the  Stale  he  represented  paid 
more  real  value  to  Government  for  public  dues 
than  any  other  State.  The  gentleman  is  mista- 
ken. Last  Spring  they  paid  much  less;  for  dol- 
lars were  then  purchased  in  Baliiraore  at  5  per 
cent.,  Treasury  notes  at  par;  at  which  lime  the 
merchants  of  Boston  paid  their  bonds  in  Treas- 
ury notes,  which,  he  believed,  they  purchased  at 
15  per  cent,  below  par;  at  this  lime  they  paid  in 
Treasury  notes  which  cost  8  per  cent,  below  par. 
They  have,  therefore,  on  the  average,  paid  their 
public  dues  on  at  least  equal  terms  with  those  of 
Baltimore.  The  same  gentleman  has  said  thai 
the  merchants  and  banks  of  Boston  had  received 
no  aid  from  Government.  Was  it  no  aid  when 
they  were   enabled  to    pay    the    public  dues   in 


Treasury  notes,  which  on  an  average  of  the  year 
saved  them  10  per  cent?  If,  however,  the  mer- 
chants, or  the  banks  of  Boston,  received  no  aid 
from  Government,  the  gentleman  ought  to  recol- 
lect thai  they  refused  all  aid  to  the  Government 
when  the  banks  and  merchants  in  the  Middle 
States  contributed  to  the  support  of  Gevernment 
to  the  extent  of  their  means.  Mr.  S.  concluded 
by  saying  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill 
without  an  extension  of  time. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smith's  mo- 
tion, and  negatived — ayes  48. 

Mr.  SuABPE  moved  to  revive  and  incorporate 
in  the  bill,  the  fourth  section  originally  reported, 
but  subsequently  withdrawn  by  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  laying  a  high  stamp  duty,  about  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  notes  of  ail  banks  failing  to   pay 
specie  from  and  after  the  31st  of  December  next. 
Mr.  Shahpc   said,  he  was   induced  to  propose 
ihi?  amendment,  partly  from  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen  wiio   had  opposed  the  bill.     He  was 
sorry    that  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill 
consented    to  strike  out  this  section  ;  and  in  list- 
ening attentively  lo  the  arguments  against  the 
other    provisions  of  the  bill,  he  was  still  more 
clearly   convinced  of  the  importance  and  neces- 
sity of  this  section.     What,   said  Mr.  S.,  are  the 
arguments  that  have  been  used  against  this  bill? 
Noi  a  justification  of  the  banks  that  had  violated 
their  contracts,  for  them  they  cannot  venture  to 
justify  ;  but  that  this  is  a  measure  that  will  ope- 
rate most  severely  upon  the  people,  and  the  banks 
will  save  themselves,  if  required    to  pay  specie, 
by  refusing   to  discount,  and  by  calling  in  their 
paper  which  is  in  circulation  ;  and  that  will  dis- 
tress the  whole  community,  particularly  tiie  mer- 
cantile interest,  who  have  large  accommodaiions. 
Under   these  circumstances,  ihe  people   will  not 
have   money  to  pay  their  taxes.     As  you  reduce 
the  circulating  medium,  you  will  reduce  the  price 
of  produce,  lessen   the  value  of  h\nd  and  labor, 
and  produce  a  stagnation  of  all  kinds  of  business. 
If  these  arguments,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  entitled  to 
weight,  they  establish  one  of  two  facts,  either  that 
the  banksare  never  to  resume  specie  payments, and 
we  must  tolerate  them  in  that  course  of  dealing  ; 
or  that,  if  we  are  to  compel  them  to  resume  specie 
j  payments,  our  measures  should    be  made  to  ope- 
rate on  them  directly,  (which  is  the  very  thing 
intended  by  this  amendment.)  and  not  indirectly, 
which  will    be  felt  by  the  community  as  well  as 
by  the  banks.     He  would  ask  gentlemen  if  the 
first  was  admissible  m  princi|)le,  or  if  they  had 
the   most   distant  idea   that  every  liille  banking 
company   throughout   the  Union  was  to  give  a 
circulating   medium    to  the   country  ;  and    that 
Congress,  who  have  to  establish  the  current  coin 
of  the  nation,  shall  not  control  them  ? 

Many  of  the  Slate  banks,  he  was  convinced, 
would  be  prepared  at  any  day  Congress  should 
appoint,  to  resume  specie  payments,  but  they  can- 
not commence  while  others  are  suffered  to  do  bu- 
siness without  paying  specie;  it  must  be  simul- 
taneous in  every  part  of  the  nation,  or  those  banki 
that  aiiempi  to  do  a  specie  business  cannot  dis- 
I  count  or  make  any  profits,  while  those  banks  that 
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(bi  not  pay  sj*cie  will  do  all  the  business  and 
,  l6^#ke  all  the  p*'ofits  ;  the  notes  of  banks  that  pay 
\  ^^ktcie  will   he; scarce  as  specie  itself,  while  the 

.-^w;es  of  other  Ijanks  will  occupy  all  the  avenues 
•ii^i  circalaiion. '  This  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  : 
.^^e  banks  which  pay  nothing  for  iheir  paper, 
;«J^j*;  dividing  ii  profit  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  per 
l^ttjt.,  while  tkf  banks  in  New  England  that  pay 
I  ^-Hjcie  divide -only  from  three  to  four  per  cent. 
!-jJ*ju  acknowledge  this  fact,  said  Mr.  S.,  when 

fi^^  state  that  i(  the  banks  are  compelled  to  pay 
;5i<^cie,  they  w'-ll  make  no  dividends  this  year. 
LsT'^is  accounts^  for  their  unwillingness  to  pay 
.'^f^cie  ;  it  i?  opt  expected  that  moneyed  institu- 
:'j^Jo»as,  whose  o'ily  instinct  is  ^in,  will  be  willing 
;^(UBiarily  to  •ive  up  exorbitant  profits.  During 
i  ik^J  war  they  ^ad  an  apology  for  stopping  pay- 
f.;^i^ot:  ihey   Itld  loaned  largely  to  Government, 

ta'Ji  were  unatle  to  sell  their  stock  without  loss; 
(\is    some    gentleman    '^ay  was    patriotism,  for 
•^t^ich    they  aje  entitled   to    our  greatest   indul- 


:jice. 


I   miy^t  acknowledge  for  one,  said   Mr. 


,j  that  my  g^atiiude  is  not  as  great  as  it  would 

i!ve  been  for  ^eir  patriotism,  if  they  had  loaned 

t^|)''ir  money  a}  a'^profit  of  from  six  to  eight,  in- 

•{f4d    of    front^   fifteen    to    twenty    per  cent.      I 

;^tiolleci  their<  patriotism   was  very  fairly  mea- 

i  I  Vared  by  the  piofit  they  made,  and  if  they  loaned 

1  'jiii.their  paper^hey  made  us  pay  for  it.     I  do  not 

^iinplain  oftlijs.it  was  fair;  they  had  a  right,  as 

.  patt^ney  dealer*  to   make  the   best  bargain   they 


f :  Ai^ld,  and  ihe-i  did  so.     It  is  our  duly  to  comply 
f-'  ^jh  our  c 


:ontr|ct ;  when  wt 
nothing,  no,  not  ev 


/e  have  done  that,  wc 

I  ]  M»e  them  nothing,  no,  not  even  gratitude.    There 

:    iiifi  nothing  grituitous  in  their  favors  ;  we  bought 

i '  ?*Jtli,  and  we'will    pay   for  them.     During  the 

|)  i»fcr  the  defal-^tion  of  the  banks  was  tolerated 

j*i  ;^o?n  necessity^  and  on  the  return  of  peace  no  im- 

'  |rt||diate  stepR  rtere  taken  against  them  ;  we  were 

;    ;v^o  induced  to  believe,  they  would  resume  pay- 

•  tii^nt  in  SIX  ofi  eiglit    months,  at  the  farthest  ;  it 

;    «>^now   above  (fourteen  months,  and  we  are  told 

:*'ih;y  are  less  prepared  to   pay  specie  than   they 

'JiV-^re  at  the  cli*se  of  the  war ;  that  tlie  balance  of 

ttde  has  been^gainst  us,  and  the  money  has  been 

('  exported.    .This  bill  proposes  to  give  near  one 

^4kT  longer,  afld  yet  we  are  told  this  is  not  suffi- 

^at  time,  ari^l  that  the  whole  country  is  to  be 

jl«f.tressed   by  iJhe  measure.     Those  moneyed  in- 

Ij^tutions,  sai^i  Mr.  S.,  will  always  think  it  too 

U^pa  ;  they  w^ll   never  be   prepared    for   paying 

jifcie  ;  fourteen  months  has  found  them  less  pre- 

red  than  at-<he  close  of  the  war;  one  or  two 

i^ars  more  arrfl  they  will  persuade  you  the  mea- 

l»;re  is  wholl^  impracticable.    Whenever  an  at- 

[I'inpt  IS  inad«»|to  compel  them,  as  individual  cit- 

jjtt^ns  are  com)€lled.  to  pay  their  contracts,  they 

•X^'ill    commence    curtailing  their   discounts,  and 

»[»Tbduce  such ^ pressure  on  the  community  as  will 

aslcite  a  strong  interest  in  their  favor,  and  it  will 

rK>found  impracticable  to  pass  an  efficient  mea 

\tdte  on  the  sijpject.     This  course  of  theirs  is  con- 

•  i^sive  to  ray  mind,  said  Mr.  S.,that  they  do  not 

^end  resuraiivg  specie  payments  ;  for,  if  they  did, 

have  the  means  in  their  power  without  the 

oppressi^jn  to  the  community.     What  was 
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the  principal  reason  for  th^ir  slopping  specie  pay- 
ments? It  was  owing  to  their  permanent  loans 
to  Grovernment,  of  greater  amounts  than  they 
could  pay  ;  that  stock,  which  many  of  the  banks 
got  at  a  reduced  price,  can  now  be  sold  in  the 
market  at  a  profit  of  from  five  to  fifteen  per  cent.; 
they  have  only  to  convert  it  into  money  and  they 
are  prepared  to  resume  specie  payments  at  once. 
They  are  not  willing  to  do  this,  because  it  is  not 
their  interest ;  they  can  make  more  profit  by  is- 
suing note-*  they  never  mean  to  pay.  Their  op- 
position to  this  bill  was  full  evidence  of  that  fact. 
This  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  without  the  proposed 
amendment,  is  an  indulgence,  not  a  coercion  ;  it 
gives  till  the  first  of  next  January,  before  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  refuse  the 
paper  of  all  banks  in  payment  of  the  revenue, 
unless  they  pay  gold  or  silver  for  their  notes. 
Without  this  bill,  the  Secretary  has  a  right  to 
refuse  their  paper,  or  indeed  he  has  no  right  to 
receive  it  at  all,  and  may  issue  his  order  to-mor- 
row, directing  it  not  to  be  received.  Yet  we  are 
told  that  such  an  order,  issued  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary next,  will  be  ruinous.  Shall  any  other  rule 
of  morality,  snid  .Mr.  S..  govern  the  transactions 
of  those  corporations  than  is  applied  to  the  con- 
tracts of  individuals  ?  If  an  individual  refuses  to 
fulfil  his  contract,  it  is  held  disreputable,  and  he  is 
prosecuted  and  made  to  pay  costs  and  damages; 
executions  are  levied  on  his  property,  and  it  is 
sold  at  any  price  it  will  bring  ;  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren are  turned  out  of  house  and  home  upon  the 
world's  cold  charity,  and  he  thrown  into  prison. 
When  those  banks  have  done  the  same  act,  and 
even  refuse  to  pay  interest  on  their  debt,  where 
they  fail  to  pay  the  principal,  they  are  held  to  be 
free  from  censure  or  reproach.  My  sentiments 
of  justice,  said  Mr.  S..  are  not  so  pliant  as  to  con- 
sider the  conduct  of  a  community  of  men  in  any 
different  point  of  view  from  the  conduct  of  an 
individual ;  numbers  divide  responsibility,  but  the 
act  is  the  same  ;  there  is  no  good  reason  wliy  they 
who  will  post  the  name  of  one  of  their  customers 
as  dishonored  if  he  does  not  meet  his  contract  to 
a  day,  shall  be  allowed  to  violate  theirs  with  im- 
punity. It  IS  indispensable,  they  must  pay  their 
debts  honestly,  or  it  is  our  duty,  said  Mr.  S.,  to 
compel  them  to  do  it  ;  and  if  this  measure  is  not 
adequate,  we  must  resort  to  a  bankrupt  law,  and 
sell  all  their  effects.  Legislators  who  will  tole- 
rate this  violation  of  contracts  can  have  but  little 
regard  for  the  morality  ol  the  country. 

The  delin.juency  of  the  banks,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  a 
species  of  speculation  upon  the  whole  community; 
It  IS  nothing  less  than  taxing  the  whole  nation. 
Where  paper  is  issued  at  a  value  from  which  it 
depreciates,  the  whole  amount  of  depreciation  is 
a  clear  loss  to  the  community,  and  is  the  same  as 
paying  the  lax  to  that  amount.  Say  that  the 
banks  who  do  not  pay  specie  have  issued  ten 
millions  of  dollars  at  par,  in  the  course  of  one  year 
that  sum  depreciates  ten  per  cent. — one  million 
IS  the  loss  to  the  community,  and  is  the  same  as 
if  ihe  money  had  not  depreciated,  and  they  had 
paid  one  million  in  taxes.  The  evil  does  not  rest 
here,  said  Mr.  S.,  but  it  is  a  fraud  upon  the  rere- 
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nue,  and  consequently  upon  all  the  Government 
creditors.     The  taxes  are  paid  in  an  inferior  cur- 
rency, and  the  Government  has  to  pay  the  same 
to  its  officers,  and  that  is  paying  them  less  than 
what  is  due  them.     As  ihe  depreciation    is  not 
uniform,  the  revenue  is  unequally  paid  by  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  Union,  according  to  the  differ- 
ence of  value  of  the  several   kinds  of  papers  in 
which  it  i>  paid.     Say  the  depreciation  of  Balti- 
more paper  is  twelve  per  cent.,  and  Boston  three 
per  cent.,  the  people  of  Baltimore  pay  nine  per 
cent,  less  in  taxes  and  imposts  than  thoseof  Boston. 
By  payingnine  percent,  lesson  iheirimposls  they 
can  afford  to  sell  their  goods  lower,  and  in  that 
manner  engross  the  custom  of  the  interior  country 
which  depends  on  the  seaport  towns  for  its  goods. 
Hence  it  is  not  only  the  interest  of  the  banks  that 
their  paper  should  depreciate,  but  it  is  the  interest 
of  importing  cities  that  they  lighten  their  dues  to 
Gfovernmcnt.     This,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  an  evil  of  no 
small  magnitude  ;  it  is  taking  deep  rool  in  society. 
and  entwines  itself  with  all  the  large  moneyed 
interests  of  the  community.     Had  it  not  been  for 
this   disease  of  the   circulating  medium,  would 
Congress,  he  said,  have  been  induced  to  charter  a 
National  Bank  ?     Was  it  not  as  a  remedy  for  this 
evil  that  the  bank  was  mainly  intended  ?     And 
was  not  thai  remedy  to  be  effected  by  the  National 
Bank's  being  compelled  to  pay  '^pecle  for  its  notes 
and  giving  a  currency  of  an  uniform  value  and 
at  all  times  equal  to  gold  and  silver  ?     If  this  was 
the  object,  it  will  never  be  accomplished,  said  Mr. 
S.,  so  long  as  our  revenue  is  allowed  to  be  col- 
lected in  an  inferior  paper;  no  man  will  pay  in 
the  paper  of  mobt  value  when   the  other  will  do 
as  well,  and  he  can  make   ten  or  twelve  p*>r  cent. 
in  the  exchange.     I  also  view  this  measure,  said 
Mr.  S..  as  necessary  to  aid  and  protect  your  Na- 
tional Bank  when  it  goes  into  operation.     If  these 
banks  are  not  compelled  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments,ltiey  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  purchase 
Ibe  bills  of  the  National  Bank  and  draw  all  the 
money  out  of  its  vaults,  and  compel  it  to  slop  pay- 
ment or  quit  business.     That  we  have  the  right 
to   impose  this  additional  tax  on  them,  said  Mr. 
S..  I  have  no  doubt— that  it  is  good  policy  to  im- 
pose It  IS  efjually  obvious;  otherwise  we  are  to 
suffer  them  to  give  a  depreciated  circulating  me- 
dium to  the  country,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  rev- 
enue, and  to  the  injury  of  commerce.     These  are 
some  of  the  considerations,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  in- 
duced me  to  move  this  amendment;  and  I  ho})e 
they  will  induce  the  Committee  to  adopt  it ;  and 
if  this  hill  shall  not  then  be  sufficient  to  produce 
the  desired  effect,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress 
It  is  to  be  hoped  measures  more  efficient  will  be 
resorted  to. 

Mr.  Barbour  said,  that,  as  the  section  now 
proposed  (by  Mr.  Sharhe)  to  be  introduced  as  an 
amendment,  had  been  stricken  from  the  bill  by 
the  committee  which  reported  it.  he  had  not  ex- 
pected that  a  would  have  been  offered  again  ;  but. 
aa  it  was  brought  forward,  he  would  offer  to  the 
Committee  a  few  ideas  which  had  suggested  them- 
selves to  hira  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  proposed  amend- 


ment ought  not  to  be  adopted.  He  said  that  he 
was  fully  sensible  of  the  evil  under  which  the 
country  labored,  in  consequence  of  the  deprecia- 
tion and  varying  value  of  the  circulating  medi- 
um ;  that  he  was  a^  desirous  as  any  member  of 
the  Coffimittee  to  apply  a  proper  remedy,  but  he 
was  desirous  also  to  be  duly  careful,  both  as  to 
ihe  character  and  extent  of  thai  remedy,  and  par- 
ticularly that  one  should  not  be  applied  which 
was  worse  than  the  evil  which  it  was  intended 
to  cure.  In  the  first  place,  then,  it  behooved  the 
Committee  to  consider  well  whether  they  had  the 
right  to  enact  such  a  provision.  He  did  not  mean 
to  affirm  that  they  had  not  the  right,  but  he  thought 
It  somewhat  questionable. 

The  section  now  offered  proposed  to  impose 
an  enormous  stamp  duty,  with  a  proviso  that  it 
should  be  mitigated  in  relation  lo  such  banks  as 
should  by  a  given  day  make  payment  of  their 
notes  in  specie.  The  object  evidently  was  not  to 
raise  a  revenue,  but  to  operate  as  a  penalty  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  another  object — namely, 
specie  payments.  It  was  in  its  character  of  pen- 
alty that  he  thought  the  doubt  resided. 

These  inbtiiution*  have  been  incorporated  by 
the  Slates,  whose  power  so  to  do  has  not  been 
called  into  question.  If  then  the  Governments 
which  created  them  be  willing,  under  imperious 
circumstances,  to  dispense  them  from  the  neces- 
sity of  specie  payments,  he  asked  if  it  would  not 
be  going  very  far  for  the  Committee  to  say  that 
they  should  incur  a  heavy  penalty  for  not  doing 
that  from  which  they  were  absolved  by  ihe  power 
creating  them  ?  But,  he  said  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  press  that  point,  inasmuch  as  there 
were  considerations  of  expediency,  which  seemed 
to  him  sufficient  to  reject  the  provision. 

Ii.  he  said,  a  direct  appeal  to  the  interest  of  the 
State  banks  be  a  sufficient  motive  to  induce  them 
to  pay  specie,  then  he  thought  that  the  bill,  with- 
out llie  proposed  amendment,  contained  provis- 
ions of  a  character  strong  enough  to  produce  the 
desired  effect.  These  provisions  wert-,  first,  a 
withdrawal  of  all  the  deposiles  of  Government 
from  such  banks  as  should  not  pay  specie  by  the 
1st  of  January,  1817  ;  secondly,  that  the  notes  of 
such  banks  should  not  be  receivable  in  taxes  and 
debts  to  the  Government.  If,  notwithstanding 
these  provisions,  the  banks  should  not  pay  specie, 
he  thought  it  fair  to  infer  that  the  reason  would 
be  an  inability  to  do  so;  and  he  asked,  whether 
a  severe  penalty,  imposed  upon  institutions  for 
not  doing  that  which  they  might  be  unable  to  do, 
would  not  be  an  act  of  harsh  legislation  ? 

Let  us  examine,  said  he.  the  extent  of  this  pen- 
alty: a  single  example  will  suffice  to  show  it. 
The  amendment  proposed  a  stamp  duty  of  fifty 
dollars  upon  every  note  above  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 
Now,  no  person  could  say,  with  certainty,  that 
the  banks  would  be  able  to  resume  specie  pay- 
men;s  by  the  1st  January,  1817.  Some  gentle- 
men thought  that  ihey  would,  others  that  they 
would  not  be  able  to  do  so.  The  effect  of  this  pro- 
vision then  would  be  to  put  an  entire  stop  to  the 
operation  of  all  these  banks  which  might  be  thas 
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Jpnable  ;  becar«ie.  to  continue  business  under  such 

piamp  duties  ^ould  be  ahogetlier  out  of  the  ques- 

^^on.     Such  ^s   the  efTect  which  this   provision 

j)on   the  baoiis  themselves.     Let  us 

low  inquire, *for  a  moment,   what  might  be  its 

t>eraiion   upon  the  circulating   medium  of  the 

cwuniry,  and  consequently  upon  the  interests  of 

l|e  communay. 

I '  It   seems   U)  be  agreed  on  ail   hands  that  the 

Jinks  have  nj>t.  at  this  time,  anything  like  specie 

Vnough.     It  has  been  stated  by  the  chairman  of 

-che  Cominittfee  on  National  Currency,  that  the 

quantity  in  ti^e  banks  amounted  to  about  Efteen 

kja^iliions  of  dollar^,  while  it  is  probable  that  the 

^$iper  in  circulation  is  near  seventy  millions.     It 

If  ill   be  bornr  in  mind,  also,  that  of  the  quantity 

)«hich  we  h»ve  already,  much  too  small,  a  con- 

•ilderable  portion  must  be  drawn,  if  not  from  the 

J^iate   banks,;frora    the  stock  in    the  country,  to 

(^ppiy  the  dbtnand  of  the  National  Bank.     It  is 

<tAid,  howeveV,  that  the  banks  have  stock,  by  a 

ti^le  of  whicl!|  they  can  procure  it.     Not  to  men- 

*.^*on  the  diffiisilty  that  there  might  be  in  converl- 

ijij^g  so  much  .Mock  in  so  short  lime  into  specie, 

fjjil  it  be  ren>'mbered    that,  of  the   two   hundred 

,hd   sixty    b«*ik.'<   in    ihe   United    States,  a  very 

.irge  number  of  them  have  either  none  or  very 

jlile  stock.     The  only  means,  then,  by  which  the 

iiks  could  >'nable  themselves  to  take  up  their 

jutes  with  c^h  would  be  by  curtailing  their  dis- 

J^<:|jui)ts  and  (Jvawing  in  their  debts.     A  moderate 

;  Jy^d  weil-regijiated  system  of  curtailment  was  not 

ty«|)  be  objectej)  to.     Such  a  one  the  present  pro- 

jjf^fi^kions   were' calculated    to    produce;    but   there 

•gijas  great  reason  to  fear,  if  this  provision  should 

Fiie  ado[)ted,  ttiat,  under  the  terror  of  such  an  enor- 

^4*^^*  penalty,  the  banks  would   be  driven  into  so 

{^^Arge  and  sev«;re  a  curtailment,  that  it  would  pro- 

'Jltuce  a  most  -iistressmg  pressure  upon   their  cus- 

^^lt>raers,   and, 'through    them,    inflict   the   deepest 

the    community    at    large.      The 

circum- 
stance, that  jfi  bank  paper  had  filled  up  the  chan- 
jl-*«el  of  circul..tion  to  the  exclusion  of  specie,  every 
^if'peratioQ  ol-this  sort  necessarily  diminished,  to 
■"Atifi  extent  eijijal   to  its   arajunt,  the  quantity  of 
^  ^iirculatlng  i^edium,  or  currency  of  the  country, 
1  .liut  of  wt)ic»   alone    the  amount  of  succeeding 

•  '■^rtailmentscould  be  paid.  If  this  process  were 
';  ^fijiiducied  With  moderation,  although  inconve- 
i  ►  licence  must,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  the  inevita- 

•  ir^le  result,  yej  the  very  circumstance  of  its  mod- 
rWaiion  woul/1  make  it  tolerable;  but  if.  on  the 
>^ '^jiiirary,  it  \*ere  violent  in  its  operation,  such  a 
tgreat  and  si^ddeo  drain  of  the  circulating  me- 
&Mrium  would  -je  produced  as  would  iiiake  it  intol- 
Stable. 

^    The  whol^  subject  seemed  to  him  to  be  reduci- 
'^e   to   this  Single   proposition,  either  the   banks 

•  f^Vill  or  will  ^ot  be  able  to  pay  specie  at  the  time 
I  required.    H'r  hoped  they  would  be  able.    If  they 

t^uuld,  then    the    provisions  already  in   the  bill, 

(^dressed   ihi^mstlves  sutficiently   to  the  interest 

ijf   the   bank^4    to  make    them    pay    it.     If  they 

Id    not,  '.hen    the    proposed  tax   or    penalty. 

It   by    xvhat    name  you    please,    would    be 
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as  unjust  and  oppressire  in  its  principle  as  it 
would  be  ruinous  in  its  consequences.  He  should 
therefore  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HoPKtNsoN  was  also  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Sharpk,  and  thought  the  House 
could  not  pursue  that  course  one  step  further. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  power  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  could  not  be  constitu- 
tionally exercised;  and  this  opinion,  he  said,  was 
not  ideal.  The  stamp  duty  proposed  to  be  laid 
on  the  notes  of  the  delinquent  banks  had  been 
called  a  tax  ;  but  was  it  not  a  fact  that  this  duijr 
was  to  be  contingent,  that  it  compelled  the  State 
banks  to  pay  so  much  money  unless  they  per- 
formed a  certain  act?  Was  this  of  the  nature  of 
a  tax?  Mr.  H.  said  it  was  a  penalty  on  the 
banks;  a  penalty  iiiHicted  without  the  decision  or 
sanction  of  a  court  of  justice.  Such  a  proced- 
ure could  by  no  means  be  considered  lu  the  light 
of  a  tax,  from  which  it  differed  most  essentially. 
A  tax  was  unconditional,  imperative,  and  impar* 
tial ;  the  duty  prO{)Osed.  as  had  been  remarked, 
was  penal,  contingent,  and  operated  as  a  punish- 
ment upon  the  banks.  Mr.  H.  denied  that  any 
such  power  could  be  derived  from  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  which  no  such  right  existed.  Il  would 
also  be  a  violation  of  contract  with  those  insiitu* 
lions,  many  of  which  had  paid  large  sums  of 
money  for  their  charters  ;  and  was  it  for  any 
power  to  alter  or  infringe  the  conditions  of  those 
charters?  Mr.  H.  believed  the  proposed  meas- 
ure so  unwarrantable,  so  obviou>ly  wrong,  he 
thought  the  House  could  nut  hesitate  in  rejecting 
it,  and  trusted  it  would   not  prevail. 

Mr.  Grouvenor  replied  to  Mr.  Hopkin80N. 
He  had  not  one  doubt  of  the  right  of  Congress  to 
exercise  this  power.  Not  a  principle,  he  said, 
existed  in  this  bill  which  had  not  been  involved 
in  every  stamp  act  ever  passed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  G.  argued  al  some  length,  and  de- 
clared that  not  a  doubt  existed  in  his  mind  as  to 
the  right.  The  justice  and  expediency  of  the 
clause,  he  said,  was  another  question.  The  ob- 
ject in  view  was  to  enforce,  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, the  resumption  of  specie  payments.  Now, 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  willing  to  refrain  from  any 
measure  of  a  strong  character  for  the  present; 
he  was  willing  to  give  ample  time  and  opportu- 
nity for  ihe  banks,  by  their  own  operations,  to 
heal  the  disorder.  He  would  now  take  the  bill 
as  It  stood,  although  he  considered  it  as  a  meas- 
ure of  little  efficacy  or  consequence.  Mr.  G. 
said,  he  had  great  hopes  that  the  banks,  by  pru- 
dent measures,  by  selling  their  Government  stock 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  thus  diminishing  their 
paper  and  increasing  their  specie,  would  make 
such  progress  towards  a  state  of  health  as  to  ren- 
der any  further  proceedings  unnecessary.  If, 
however,  the  contrary  should  happen  ;  if  from 
any  moiives  no  proper  efforts  should  be  made  to 
remedy  the  f>resenl  disordered  state  of  their  pa- 
per, he  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  resort  to  all  strong  and 
effective  measures  within  their  power,  to  compel 
ihe  banks  to  perform  their  duty  to  their  couoiry 
and  to  iheir  iellow-citizeas.     He  was,  however 
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as  he  before  said,  for  waiting;  for  giTing  the 
banks  full  time  ;  and  therefore  hoped  Mr.  Sharpe 
would  not  press  his  motion  to  a  decision,  but 
allow  the  bill  to  pass  in  Its  present  shape. 

Mr.  Clay  said  a  few  words  on  the  .-tame  side. 
He  was  averie  to  so  rigorous  an  act  at  pre.^ent; 
he  wished  first  to  adopt  softer  measures  and  see 
whether  the  banks  would  resume  the  payment  of 
specie.  If  ihev  did  not,  Mr.  C.  pledged  himself 
to  go  with  gentlemen  hereafter  in  any  measures 
to  coerce  the  banks  into  their  duly.  He  hoped, 
however,  his  friend  (Mr.  Sharpe)  would  nol,  at 
this  time,  urge  his  motion. 

Mr.  Sharpe.  after  observing  that  though  all  his 
friends  seemed  to  regard  his  motion  favorably,  in 
principle,  yet  appearing  to  think  it  improper  at 
present,  be  would  not  now  press  it  without  their 
support',  and  accordingly  withdrew  it. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Goldsbor- 
ODGH  to  carry  an  amendment — 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  carry 
the  act  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  May  next, 
instead  of  the  31sl  December.— Negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Ward  moved,  also,  an  amendment  pro- 
viding a  graduated  scale  of  value,  by  which  the 
notes  of  certain  banks  should  be  received  in  pay- 
ment; which  motion  was  also  negatived. 

The  Committee  ihen  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment;  when  .Mr.  Webster  sug- 
gesting an  amendment  which  he  deemed  neces- 
sary, but  not  having  prepared  it.  and  ihe  hour 
being  late,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and 
carried. 


Thursday.  April  IB. 
The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  mes- 
sengers attached  to  the  several  offices  in  the  De- 
partments of  State.  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy, 
and  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis- 
sioners, respectively  praying  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation.— Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  ihe  House  a  letter 
from  William  Pinkney,  resigning  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, having  accepted  the  appointment  of  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  Russia. 

Mr.  LowNDEP,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George 
T.  Ross,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the  officers  and 
.  men  lately  under  their  command  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Gelslon  and  Peter  A.  Schenck. 

Mr.  Lowndes  aUo  reported  a  bill  to  allow 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sugar 
refined  within  the  United  Stales;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  TocKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the 
levy  court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  lay  a 
tax  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  ihe  expense  of 


erecting  a  jail  and  court-hoose;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  establi-h  a  land 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the 
district  of  Kaskaskia  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
lime  to-day. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin.  Samuel 

and  William  Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  jr. ; 

An  act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  military  land 

warrants,  and   discharges  for   faithful    service* ; 

were  severally  read  the, third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "concerning  field 
officers  of  the  militia/'  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  survey  of  two  millions  of  acres  of 
the  public  lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quantity  hereto- 
fore authorized  to  be  surveyed  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  as  military  bounty  land;  and  the 
said  bill  being  further  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish 
a  land  office  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia."  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  providing  an  additional  compen.sation, 
for  extra  services,  to  the  Judge  of  the  Southern 
District  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  entry 
of  vessels  al  ihe  port  of  Middlelown.  and  the 
bill  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  Louisiana, 
Missouri,  and  Illinois,  severally  passed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  the  committee  on 
the  former  obtained  leave  to  sit  agiin.  The  lat- 
ter bill  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  system  of  naviga- 
tion for  the  United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  and  no 
amendment  being  offered,  ihe  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  it  without  amendment ;  when 

Mr.  Forsyth  intimating  that  he  wi>hed  to  of- 
fer some  amendmenis  which  the  lateness  o(  the 
hour  did  not  this  day  permit,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table  until  to-morrmv;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  enclosing 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  in  pursuance 
of  a  request  of  the  House,  of  17th  February  last, 
cxhibiling  a  table  of  the  duties  imposed  on  Ameri- 
can articles  in  the  Briii-h  possessions  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia  ;  which  letter.  &c..  were  ordered 
10  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 
.\MENDMENT3  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  one  of  the  Repn  seniati  vi-s 
from  the  State  of  Virginia.  Lid  belore  the  House 
the  fullowingcommunicaiions  ;  uhich  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  ihe  lable: 
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'y.  '  The  Lei?i»lijtttrcs   of  Connecticut   and    MaMseha- 

!  x.^  <}buaetts    having    proposed    the  following  an   amend- 

-^  nents  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ; 

'    1^  l»t.  Repres'nUtives   and  direct  taxes  ahall  b«  ap- 

\  portioned   am<'ng   the  several  States,  vrhich  may  be 

f  ^eluded  within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respect- 

*  jre  numbers  o^'  free  persons,  including  those  l>ound  to 
'.  i.  j^rre  for  a  ter|Q  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not 

•  liixed,  and  all  |)ther  persons. 

>•   2d.  No  neH»  State  shall  be  admilt«d  into  the  Union 
i^y  Congress,  ^  virtue  of  the  power  granted  by  the 
onstitution,  without  the   concurrence  of  two-thirds 
both  Hou8<^. 

3d.  Congreis  shall  not  have  power  to  lay  any  em- 
J  ■  fargo  on  the  s^ips  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  in 
2  X-  she  ports  or  hiirbors  thereof,  for  more  thon  sixty  days. 
'>  l'  *  4th.  Congrijss  shall  not  have  power,  without  the 
if  »•  foncurrence  oj  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  to  interdict 
£  5i  ^e  commercia*  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
•  »■  jind  any  forei  jn  nation,  or  the  dependencies  thereof. 
^  f  I  5th.  t'ongr^s  khall  not  make  or  declare  war,  or 
'  \  Authorize  acts;  of  hostility  against  any  foreign  nation, 
*to    Without  the  ciJncurTence  of  two  thirds  of  both  Houses, 

*  f  xcept  such  a);ts  of  hostdity  in  defence  of  the  Terri- 
(k  ^ries  of  the  ly  niled  States,  when  actually  invaded. 

Vf  ',  6th.  No  p«-/son  who  shall  hereafter  be  naturaiued 
i;  'hall  be  eligibje  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  or  House 
;»  i>f  Representaiives  of  the  United  States,  nor  capable 
..  of  holding  an'v  civil  office  under  the  authority  of  the 
I  jUnited  States; 

I  •'  7th.  The  a^me  person  shall  not  be  elected  Prcsi- 
•*  ^ent  of  the  ^'nited  States  a  second  time ;  nor  shall 
•^  {he  President*  be  elected  from  the  same  State  two 
:>  :erm8  in  succ«^«ion. 

*<  ;  Resolvtd,  Cv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates 
t|  if  the  Comm'.jnwualth  of  Virginia,  that  it  is  inexpe- 

'  I*  Jlieot  to  adopt:the  amendments  aforesaid. 

:  ^  J    Ruoiied,  c^so.  That   the  Governor   be,  and  he   is 

!£'  Jiereby,  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  aforesaid 

'C  tcsoluUon   toj'-eacb    of  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
l»  lives  oi  this  titate  in  Congress,  and  to   the  Executive 

'^i-feach  Stat<j  of  the   United  States,  with    a  request 
J  ihat  the  same,  oe  laid  before   their  respective   Legial»- 

;  u  t^ares- 
M  I    Agreed   to  by  the    House   of  Delegates,   February 

:5  |3,  1816.  WM.  MUNFORD,  C.  H.  D. 

U  \   February  15,  1816 — Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 
\  I  THEO.  HANSFORD,  V.  S. 

J  \  The  Legi>ii*ture  of  North  Carolina  having  pro- 
f  |>ofled  the  foli;owing  as  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
>j  'ution  of  the  United  States : 

i    That,  for  the   purpose  oi  choosing  iCepreeentatives 


ApBiL,  1816. 


(n  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  each  State  shall, 
t)y  its  Legislalture,   be  divided    into   a    number  of  dis- 
\   iricta  equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which 
Jr  each  State  m^y  be  entitled. 

5  ;  Those  disl^cts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  terri- 
r  ^ory,  and  cori>ain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
\  !ber  of  inhabitants  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
y  prepresenled.  \  In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  shall 
^  }elect  one  Rf  ^resentative,  and  no  more. 
f'  1  That,  for  tKe  purpose  of  appointing  Electors  of  Pres- 
J-  tident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each 
f.  -State  shall,  \v  iU  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  num- 
f'  "her  of  district^  equal  to  the  number  of  Electors  to  which 
I  {each  State  n^ay  be  entitled.  Those  districts  shall  be 
'^  icomposcd  oC  contiguous  territory,  and  contain,  as 
M  ^nearly  &s  mhv  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants  en- 
K  (titled  by  the  Constitution  to  representation.     In  each 


I 


district  the  penont  qaalified  to  vote  for  Representa- 
tives shall  appoint  one  Elector,  and  no  more.  The 
Electors,  when  convened,  shall  have  power,  in  caae 
any  of  those  appointed  as  above  prescribed,  shall  fail 
to  attend,  for  the  purposes  of  their  said  appointment, 
on  the  day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to  ap- 
point another,  or  others,  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or 
them  so  failing  to  attend. 

Neither  the  districts  for  choosing  RepresentativM, 
nor  those  appointing  Electors,  shall  be  altered  in  any 
State,  until  a  census,  and  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives under  it,  made  subsequent  to  the  division  of 
the  State  into  districts,  shall  change  the  number  of 
Representatives  and  Electors  to  which  such  State  may 
be  entitled.  The  division  of  States  into  districts  here- 
by provided  for  shall  take  place  immediately  al\er  this 
amendment  shall  be  adopted  and  ratified  as  part  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  succeitsively 
afterwards,  whenever,  by  a  census,  and  apportionment 
of  Representatives  under  it,  the  number  of  Represent- 
atives and  of  Electors  to  which  any  State  may  be  en- 
titled shall  be  changed.  The  division  of  such  State 
into  districts  for  the  purposes  both  of  choosing  Repre- 
sentatives and  of  appointing  Electors  shall  be  altered 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  amendment,  and  on 
no  other  occasion. 

Resolctd,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  adopt  the  said  amendment. 

Hesolved,  alto,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  forward  to  the  Executive  of  each 
of  the  Slates  in  the  Union,  and  to  each  of  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  Congress,  a  copy  of  the 
above  preamble  and  resolution ;  and  that  our  aaid 
Representatives  be  requested  to  use  such  means  as  to 
them  may  seem  expedient  to  cause  the  amendment 
aforesaid  to  be  proposed  by  Congress  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States  in  the  Union  for  their 
adoption. 

February  20,  1816— Agreed  to  by  both  Hooaoa  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

WM.  MUNFORD,  C.  H.  D. 

PRIVATEER  ROGER. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  allow  the  privateer  Rogtr 
the  bounty  for  certain  British  prisoners,  wa^  read 
the  third  time. 

Some  debate  again  ensued  on  the  proprif  ty  of 
awarding  this  bounty.  Messrs.  Gaston,  Lyon, 
and  Cady,  opposed  the  bill,  mainly  on  the  ground, 
that  ail  prisoners  were,  and  of  right  ought  to  be, 
free  from  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  agreeably 
to  the  terms  thereof,  and  the  usages  of  nations; 
that  the  prisoners  were  not  desired  by  the  United 
States  alter  the  war  had  terminated  ;  and  that  , 
there  was  ia  law  or  equity  no  title  to  the  bounty 
on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  dec.  The  claim  of 
thf  captors  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Suektbt, 
Nelson,  and  Wright,  who  rested  their  support 
on  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and  our  own 
law  encouraging  the  capture  of  enemy  seamen, 
by  offering  a  bounty  therefor ;  arguing,  from  the 
condemnation  of  the  vessel,  &c.,  that  the  capture 
was  legal,  and  that  the  prisoners  were  as  good 
prize  as  the  vessel  itself,  which  has  been  awarded 
to  the  caplors.  The  debate  took  a  wide  scope, 
embracing  points  of  the  law  of  oalions,  the  law 
of  prize,  &rC. 
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Specie  Payment* — Capitol  Square. 


H.  orR 


Mr.  Wilde  moved  to  incorporate  a  provision 
in  tbe  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Slates  to  cause  to  be  sold  certain    lots,  the 


The  quwtioo  on  the  p*«sage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  in  the  afBrroative— yeas  63,  nays  52.  as 

follows : 

YxAs .Messrs.   .Vdgate,  Archer,  Bassett,  Bateman,     property  of  the   United    Stales,  within  tbe  City, 

Betu,  Boss,  Brooks,   Caldwell,    Calhoun,   Chipman,  \  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  constitute  a  fund,  the 
Clopton,    Conner,  Oawford,  Crocheron,    Darhngton.     interest  of  which    to  go  to  the  support  of  a  Na- 


Forney,  Forsyth,  Grillin,  Hahn,    Hugcr,   Hungerford, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,   Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,    Love,    Maclay,    Mason,  Mayrant,    McCoy, 
McLean   of   Kentucky,    Moore,    Murfree,    Nelson    of 
Virginia,    Newton,  Drmsby.    Piper,    PleasanU,    Rey- 
nolds,    Roane,  Robertson,    Root,    Savage,    Schenck, 
Sharpe,   Sheffey,   Smith   of  Maryland,  Smith   of  Vir- 
ginia,   Southard,  Taul,  Telfair,  Townsend,   Wallace,  j 
Webster,   Wendover,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Williams,  Wil-  j 
loughby,   Thomas   Wilson,   William    Wilson,  Wood-  j 
ward,  Wright,  and  Yates.  | 

Nats — Messrs.  Alherton,  Barbour,  Baylies,  Ben-  | 
nett,  Birdsall,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  C«dy,  i 
Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton,  1 
Clendennin,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Desha,  '< 
Edwards,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Heister, 
Henderson,  Herbert.  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  j 
Jewelt,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lovetl,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  | 
Marsh,  .Milnor,  Nelson  of  .MassachuselU,  Parris,  Pick-  ; 
ens,    Pickering,    Kugglcs,    Stearns.    Strong,    Sturges, 


Tate,  Tucker.  Ward  o(  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  j  cising  any  other  office 
York,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  and  Yancey. 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  bill 
providing  for  collecting  the  debts  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted Siaie>  10  the  lawful  money  of  the  country, 
being  called  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Calhoun  stated  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
several  gentlemen  that  the  hill  should  be  laid  ©n 
the  table  until  to-morrow,  it  being  in  contempla- 
tion to  offer  a  section  to  authorize  such  an  issue 
of  Treasury  notes  a-;  would  supply  the  deficiency 


tional  University;  which  motion  he  supported  at 
some  length,  urging  the  propriety  of  such  pol- 
icy as  tended  to  foster  and  benefit  the  City,  and 
censuring  that  hostile  spirit,  which,  after  Con- 
cress  bad  determined  to  make  it  the  permanent 
Seat  of  the  Government,  yet  withheld  any  aid 
in  Its  improvement,  and  left  it  to  languish  in  a 
state  which  made  it  odious  to  those  who  were 
brought  here  on  the  public  business,  d/C. 

Mr.  Webster  suggested  the  impropriety  of 
connecting  the  proposition  with  tbe  present  bill, 
which  it  might  endanger  without  being  itself  suc- 
cessful, (tc.j  after  which  Mr.  Wilde  withdrew  his 
motion. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
and  amendments  to  the  House  ;  and  the  latter 
were  further  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tuckbr, 
by  iuserting  a  clause  to  prohibit  the  Commission- 
er, while   serving  as  such,  from  holding  or  exer- 


of  the  circulating  medium  which  might   be  pro-  |  and  Mr.  Wright  replied,  and  asked  for  the  y 


Mr.  TocKER  then  renewed  his  motion  to  in- 
crease the  compensation  of  the  Commissioner, 
but  without  success. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee,  as  amend- 
ed, were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the 
(  question  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing; when 

Nlr.  Wright  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  first  section  as  provided  the  appropriation  for 
improving  the  Capitol  Square. 

The   motion    was  oppo>ed   by  Mr.  Webbtbh, 

eas 


duced  by  the  banks  calling  in  their  notes,  and 
providing  a  relief  for  the  community  under  the 
pressure  which  would  consequently  ensue.  He. 
therefore,  moved  to  lay  the  bill,  for  the  present, 
on  the  table  i  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
CAPITOL  SQUARE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  graduating,  enclosing,  and  im- 
proving the  Capitol  Square. 

Mr.  Tucker  moved  an  additional  section  to 
the  bill,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  one 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  instead  of 
the  three  now  in  commission,  and  repealing  the 
authority  under  which  they  were  appointed  ;  and 
vesting  in  him  the  application  of  tjie  present  ap- 
propriation, the  superintendence  of  the  improve- 
ments of  the  square.  &c.,  with  a  salary  of  8^,000 
per  annum. 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Nel- 
son opposed  the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Tucker, 
Clay.  Webster,  and  Pickering  advocated  it, 
the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Ingham  moved  to  postpone  the  operation 
of  the  bill  to  the  1st  of  June,  whicli  wa.-»  nega- 
tived; and  Mr.  Tlcker  proposed  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  the  Commissioner  to  ^,500 
which  was  also  negatived. 


and  nays  on  the  question,  which  were  refused  by 
the  House;  after  which  the  motion  was  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

After  refusing  to  take  up  one  or  two  bills  which 
were  called  up.  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  19, 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  jyresented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Trustees  of  Phillips's  Aca  Jeray.  in  An- 
dover,in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
the  duties  imposed  on  several  invoices  of  books 
imported  for  the  use  of  the  said  Academy  may 
be  remitted,  and  that  they  may  be  permitted  to 
import  other  books  free  of  duty.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wilkin,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  con- 
cluded at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  March, 
1816;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertsow, 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President 
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(A  the  Uoiie'j  States  to  cause  to  be  printed  — — 
ppies  of  the  pook  entuled  '•  Laws,  Treaties,  and 
her  Documents,  having  operaiion  and  respect  to 
tie  Public  Ljiods,  collected  and  arranged  pursu 
pt  to  ao  act*>f  Congress,  passed  April  27.  1810." 
The    Houfje    went   into  a   Cummittee   of   the 
W'hule  on  llu-  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, in  the  viase  of  the  election  of  Wm.  McCoy, 
member  fri.(in  Virginia,  whose  seat  is  contested 
ly   Robert   Pjrterfield.      The  Committee  of  the 
Vbole  conciyred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 

Spr  Elections, ^that  Mr.  McCoy  is  entitled  to  his 
, .  NSai ;  and  thtr*  House  agreed  in  the  concurrence. 
{)/^  that  the  .fitting  member  is  confirmed  in  his 
%<ii  as  a  Repiesentaiive  from  the  Commonwealth 
Virginia. 

Ordered,  '^hat  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

v"  discharged}  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 

rport  of  theiCommiltee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 

«on  of  Zdclii^riah  Schoonmaker,  and  that  it  lie 

VO  the  table. I 

An  engrosrvd  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 

ij^^pclo.sing  anc^  improving  the  public  square  near 

^e  Capi'ol,  x>as  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


ish  nary,  tod  a^  compensation  for  the  Talue  of 
said  pri.soners  to  the  United  Stales.] 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money    to  Joseph    Stewart,  an. I  others,      [This 
money,  SI  800,  to  be  given  to  Stewart  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  the  same  term«  as  the  above,  for  the 
j  capture  of  a    lieutenant,  a   midshipman,  and  a 
!  number  of  «eamen  and  marines.]     This  bill  was 
I  also  amended,  so  a"i  to  include  the  ca-e  of  John 
;  Woodward  and  Matbew  Guy,  for  a  capture  made 
1  in  the  waters  of  St.  Mary's  county.  Maryland. 
'      The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Newell.   [A 
:  land  case.] 

I      The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Canno.n,  took 

up,  in  Committee  of  the  Wholf,  the  re[)ort  of  a 

;  committee  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  the  heirs 

I  of  Absalom  Tatom  ;  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 

Clay,  the  Committee  rose  and  dismissed  the  sub- 

I  ject,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  useless  to  consider 

I  a  subject  like  this,  because,  even  if  the  report  was 

,  reversed,  a  bill  on  the  subject  could  not  possibly 

be  finally  acted  on  the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
Ordered,  'fhat  the  title  be  "An  act  making  an  j  sideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian 
|jappropriatioi\^  for  enclosing  and  improving  the  i  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria;  and  Mr.  T. 
,  ji^i  lie  iquartinear  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the  j  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
(I  Office  of  Con^issioners  of  the  Public  Buildings,  third  time  to-morrow.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Web- 
'vj^d  of  Superjntendenl,  and  for  the  appointment  I  ster,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
^p.5rf"  one  Comoijisioner  for  the  Public  Buildings,"  I  The  following  bills  next  passed  under  consider- 
'V  '  Eiigrosstd  ^bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  ation,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
*L  \  An  act  to  4Jthorize  the  survey  of  two  millions 
t5-i.f'*C'P''  of  thj  public  lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quan- 


t 


puDiic  lanus.  in  iieu  oi  tnat  qi 
Wy  heretufor^  authorized  to  be  surveyed  in  the 
^territory  of  i^lichigan,  as  military  bounty  land  ; 
An  act  providing  an  additional  compensation 
;5t4i  the  dislricii  judge  of  the  southern  district  of 
•yi(ew  York;  : 

^'  j^  ;  An  act  to  triable  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
•^1L^  Alexandri;(  to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
,  rtftayiug  the  expense  of  erecting  a  jail  and  court- 
Ij^use;  were  .severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
jSHisaed.  \ 

tfi  \  The  bill  mi  king  an  appropriation  for  repairing 
j:«|e  road  fron;  Duck  river,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
Jj^lt-ssee,  to  M^ilisonville,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
jLt^ry,  and  bety/een  Fort  Hawkins,  in  the  State  of 
JwCteorgia,  ani{  Fort  Stoddart,  passed  through  a 
♦%1ommiil^e  c'  the  VV'nole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
>^4)grossed  for,  a  third  reading. 
;*,'The  following  bills  passed  through  Commit- 
'  Hties  of  ihe  ^J/hole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
^ossed,  and  fead  a  third  lime  to-morrow: 

The  bill  appropriating  the  sum  of  $2,500  for 
tjie  purpose  i|iereiQ  meotioDed.  [This  money  is 
♦  ^••)  be  disiribjtied  as  prize  money  to  Captain  C. 
)-]|&te\vart,  the*  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 
'^^lales  schooler  Syren,  being  the  appraised  value 
J:>f  a  vessel  cav>lured  by  the  said  vessfl  for  a  breach 
l^uf  the  blockjtJe  of  Tripoli,  during  the  war  with 
kjjbai  nation  ia  1504.] 

B  '  A  bill  autf  ori/iiig  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
Jl  m.mf  y  to  Ju*n  Rogt-rs,  and  others.  [Thi>  money, 
rj  9"^^*^' ' 0  b*^  f# V f  n  10  ihese  persons,  of  Conuecti- 
Y  cut,  for  ihei^gallantiy  and  good  conduct  in  cap- 
*^  itiring  a  miU.'liipman  and  tvsoseainea  of  the  Bril- 


fVut  the  blockitJe 
'k^ai  nation  la  1 
B  '  A  bill  author 
p  m.mf  y  to  Ju*n 


I 


reading  to-morrow: 

A  bill  authorizing  the  formation  of  a  code  of 
jurisprudence  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  [Di- 
recting the  Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
form  and  report  to  Congress,  for  their  adoption  or 
modification,  dec.,  a  code  of  jurisprudence,  both 
civil  and  criminal;  and  allowing  to  the  judges, 
for  this  service,  a  compensation  of  five  hundred 
dollars  each.] 

The  bill  concerning  vaccination.  [This  bill 
nroposes  to  con)pel  th^'  agent  for  vaccination  to 
furnish,  free  of  expense,  to  applicants  by  mail, 
true  and  genuine  vaccine  matter,  with  instruc- 
tions for  using  the  same.]  Much  discussion  took 
place  as  to  the  amount  of  annual  compensa- 
tion to  the  agent  wtio  now  is,  or  hereafter  may 
be  appointed.  It  was  ultimately,  on  motioa  of 
Mr.  pLEASANTri,  fixed  at  81.500. 

Mr.  HuoER  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
suspend  the  intervening  orders,  and  take  up  the 
resolution  respecting  the  remains  of  General 
Washington. 

Mr.  Johnson,  ot  Kentucky,  after  a  few  prefa- 
tory remarks,  moved  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  successively  agreed  to: 

ReaolxKd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  report  to  the  House,  at  an  early  day  of  the  next  aes- 
aion  of  Congress,  a  Rjatem  for  the  organization  and 
discipline  of  the  Militia,  beat  calculated,  in  bia  opinion, 
to  promote  the  efficiency  of  that  force  when  called  into 
the  public  service. 

Hesoived^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  report,  if  there  be  any,  and  if  any,  what,  nijdifica' 
lion  or  alteration  w  necrasary  in  relation  to  the  varioua 
braucheit  of  the  War  Depaxlment,  fjr  the  faithful  ex»- 
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eotion  of  their  datiet;  and  to  suggest  any  plan  which, 
in  his  opinion,  will  promote  the  public  interest  and 
despatch  of  buainew,  by  responsibility  of  officers,  and 
economy  in  the  execution  of  the  various  duties  of  the 
War  Department. 

The  bill  concerning  pre-emption  rights  to  lands 
in  Louisiana.  Missouri,  and  Illinois;  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a  road  in  the 
Territory  of  Illinois;  and  the  bill  allowing  pay 
to  persons  made  prisoners  with  the  revenue  cut- 
ter Surveyor;  severally  passed  through  Commit- 
tees of  the  VVnole,  and  were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  to  organize,  das'*,  and  arm  the  militia. 
<tc.,  and  the  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  Louisiana,  were 
postponed  indefinitely. 

PORTS  OF  ENTRY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  the 
entry  of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Newton  suggested  the  propriety  of  letting 
this  bill  take  the  same  coarse  as  similar  proposi- 
tions brought  before  the  House  at  this  session  ;  all 
of  which,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  had  been 
referred  lo  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  make 
a  general  report  thereon  at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  MosELEY  replied  to  Mr.  Newton,  and  sub- 
iniiied  some  reasons  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  in- 
clude in  the  bill  the  port  of  Plymouth,  la  North 
Carolina;  the  petition  from  whici)  place  had  been 
referred,  wilh  others,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  mentioned  by  .Mr.  Newton.  Mr. 
C.  briefly  supported  his  motion,  in  which  he  spoke 
again.st  legislating  partially  on  this  subject;  after 
which  the  amendment  was  agreed  to  without 
objection. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  as 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

LICENSES— PAY  OF  MINISTERS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  licenses 
to  retailers  of  spirits,  foreign  merchandise,  dec. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  that  the  bill  be  amended, 
by  inserting  a  proviso,  that  no  retailer  of  im- 
ported salt,  whose  slock  doe^  not  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars,  shall  be  compelled  to  tnke  out 
license. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover  and 
by  Mr.  Wilha.ms,  and  agreed  to;  after  which, 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  our  Ministers  resident  at  the 
Courts  of  London,  Paris,  and  St.  Petersburg,  to 
the  sum  of  $12,000.  instead  of  the  pre&eni  allow- 
ance of  ^9,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  in 
the  bill  lo  $9,000.  so  as  to  leave  ihe  salary  at  its 
present  amount.  Mr.  R.  supported  his  motion  by 
a  number  of  remarks,  to  show  that  the  present 
salary,  with  the  outfit,  was  sufficient  to  maintain 
our  Ministers  at  any  of  ihe  European  Courts,  in 
14ili  Con.  1st  Sess. — 45 


a  style  consistent  with  their  comfort,  respeenbit- 
ity,  and  dignity.  The  motion  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Miiryland.  Lowndes.  Gros- 
venor.  Wright  and  Pickehino,  who  maintained 
the  reverse  of  Mr.  Robertson's  opinions,  and 
argued  that  ihe  pre.^ent  salary  was  entirely  inad- 
equate to  support  our  Ministers  abroad,  particu- 
larly at  the  courts  named,  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  nation,  or  in  such  a 
style  as  was  common  and  necessary  in  Europe  to 
their  res])eclability  ;  and  thai  it  was  necessary  to 
allow  an  adequate  c  mpensation,  lo  induce  men 
of  talents  to  leave  their  professions  at  home  to  go 
abroad  in  the  public  service.  &.c.  Both  sides  of 
the  question  were  argued  at  considerable  length, 
and  a  variety  of  facts  and  illustrations  introduced 
in  support  of  the  opinions  urged. 

The  question  was  finally  decided  against  Mr. 
Robertson's  motion  ;  after  which  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  their  amendment  to  the 
bill  first  considered,  which  was  concurred  in,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  second  bill  being  reported  without  amend- 
ment, the  question  on  engrossing  it  was  stated  ; 
but  before  il  was  put.  a  motion  to  adjourn  pre- 
vailed. 


Monday,  April  22. 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures were  discharged  from  a  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  from  the  Senate.  "  establishing  a 
port  of  delivery  at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John," 
and  the  bill  was  ordered   to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Chappell.  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  George 
Nebinger.  deceased,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments;  which  were  read,  and,  together 
with  the  said  amendments  of  the  Senate  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  day. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  [trovidin*  for  re- 
printing the  collection  of  land  laws;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  mes.sage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  a^ik  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Naval  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  fo  fix  the  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  Marine  Corps  [reducing  it   to  one  thousand 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates;]  which 
was  iwice  read  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''for  organ- 
izing the  General  Staff,  and  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  Array  of  the  United  Stales,"  with 
amendments.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "•  lo 
increase  the  compen>ation  of  the  supennlendeato 
of  the  manufactories  of  arms  at  Springfield  atfi 
Harper's  Ferry,"  and  a  b'll  "concerning  the  an- 
nual sum  appropriated  for  arming  and  equipping 


I 


411 


'i 


ki 


>l, 


rH.  or  R. 


II 

I, 

l^^he  militia  ;'*  la  which  amendments  and  bills  they 

^%sk.  the  concitjrrence  of  this  House. 

»»"•   The  ameiriiraents  proposed  by  the  Senate   to 

**!^he  bill   ■■  to-regulate    the  duties  on  imports  and 

4  tonnage"  wijre  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comrait- 

*  jee  of  Way&<.and  Means. 

4* '    The  araeii^dment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 

9  till  "  for  organizing  the  General  Staff,  and  mak- 

m  ing  further  jirovision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 

"  St'ales"  wa^-read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

tr  Mr.  Gho.4Venor,  from  the  select  committee  to 
Whom  was  ^ferred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for 
^J  ilhe  benefit  i^  the  widow  and   children  of  Robert 
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tion,  had  received  important  information  from  the 
vaccine  agent,  and  also  from  officers  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  ;  and  had  in  consequence  prepared  some 
amendments  which  he  wished  to  make  tu  the  bill 
to  introduce  vaccination  into  the  Army  and  Navy; 
to  give  time  for  this,  Mr.  S.  asked  that  the  bill 
might  lie  on  the  table  a  day  or  two. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  conjideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
volunteers  and  militia  who  have  been  killed  or 
died  of  wounds,  and  from  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  appointed  to  revise  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House ;    and  that  the  said  bill  and 


'Fulton,  deceased."  reported  the  same,  with  amend-    orders  of  the  House  ;    and  that 
ments  ;  whih  were  read,  and,  together  with  the     report  be  postponed  indefinitely 


i)ill,  commiijed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
'S^  morrow. 

•^  ;  The  bill  ffom  the  Senate  "  to  increase  the  com- 
J  yensation  oC  the  »uperin:endents  of  the  manufac- 
^  dories  of  aravs  at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry" 
^  Was  read  tv'Jice.  and  committed  to  a  Committee 

i)f  the  Wha'.e. 
i*  \    The  bill  Kom  the  Senate  ••  concerning  the  an- 
.^  jnual  sum  appropriated  for  arming  and  equipping 
5  xhe  militia,''  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee'of  the  Whole. 

l     Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
i     An   act  *iaking   appropriations    tor    repairing 
^certain  roa(5s  therein  mentioned; 
.     An  act  f(^r  the  relief  ol  Joseph  S.  Newell  ; 
i     An  act  appropriating  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
Ifive  hundrefj  dollars  for  the  purpose  therein  raen- 
:tioned ;         * 

-•     An  act  i/uihorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
imoaey  to  Jihn  Rodgers  and  others; 

An  act  {'"uthorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
■money  to  J^jseph  Stewart  and  others  ; 
i     An  act  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
icourt  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  prepare  a 
icode  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said  District ; 
\     An  act  ccjncerning  pre-emption  rights  given  in 
the   purchase  of  lands   to  certain   settlers   in  the 
W   State  of  L(>uisiana,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Mis- 
^.    soun  and  luinois  ; 

fj  An  act  allowing  pay  to  certain  persons  made 
^  ^prisoners  w'th  the  revenue  cutter  '•  Surveyor ;" 
jA'ji  An  act  Uy  authorize  the  surveying  and  marking 
i  F.im  road  in  tUe  Territory  of  Illinois;  and 
;  J;!  An  act  f^r  reducing  the  duties  on  licenses  to 
|.*; "retailers  of, wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
i>'  merchandize;  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 

IK  aad  passed. i 
\J^      The  billumn  the  Senate  -  establishing  a  port 
^    of  delivery.at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John,''  was 
!^  -    read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
^1^'-      The  billirom  the  Senate  -concerning  the  eo- 
^..  try  of  vesvls  at   the   port  of  Middletown.''  was 
'^.    read  the  th,Jrd  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 
'•iv  *.       Ordered'  That  the  title  be  "An  act  concerning 
the  entry  >f  vessels  at  the  ports  of  Middletown 
and  Plymc^jth  " 


The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Gelston,  Col- 
lector, and  P.  A.  Schenck,  Naval  Officer  of  the 
port  of  New  York  ;  to  indemnify  them  $100,000 
damages  recovered  against  them  by  Gould  Hoyt, 
and  others,  for  the  seizure  of  a  vessel,  which  after- 
wards proved  to  be  not  authoriz*'d  by  law. 

This  bill  also  produced  some  debate.  It  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Sheffev,  on  the  ground  that  the 
seizure  was  made  without  probable  cause,  other- 
wise damages  would  not  have  been  awarded  by  the 
court;  that  where  an  officer  thus  acts  he  does  so 
on  his  own  responsibility,  and  ought  not  to  be  in- 
demnified therefor  by  the  Government.  The  bill 
was  advocated  by  Mr.  Low.ndes  at  some  length, 
on  ihe  ground, generally,  that  the  private  property 
of  an  officer  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  acts 
commuted  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty, 
acting  according  to  his  best  judgment.  The  dis- 
cussion embraced  various  considerations  arising 
out  ot  the  trial  of  the  case  before  the  circuit  court. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  George  T.  Ro>s  andCom.D.T.  Patterson 
and  tlieir  officers  and  men,  [granting  them  S^O.OOO 
a  moiety  of  the  value  of  the  vessels,  dec.  captured 
by  ihtm  from  the  pirates  of  Barrataria.] 

The  bills  were  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment.  The  former,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Tucker,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  latter  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  was 
commiiied  the  report  of  the  Coiiimiiiee  on  the 
Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of  Ttiomas  Carr, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  and  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy,  were  discharged  from  a  further 
con-ideration  thereof,  and  the  said  repurl  and  bills 
were  postponed  indefinitely. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  tookup  forconsideration  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from  this 
House,  to  regulate  the  assessment  of  the  direct 
tax,  dec,  one  of  which  was  the  addition  of  a  sec- 
tion directing  a  revision  of  the  assessment  and 
valuation  of  property  in   the  State  of  Delaware. 


The  engrossed  bill  respecting  vaccination.  This    The  amendment,  it  appeared,  was  predicated  on 


bill  was  Tiid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr 
BoVTHARix,;  who  stated,  m  making  the  motion, 
that  a  mei\»ber  of  the  committee  which  reported 
ihebiU,  wUo  was  at  present  absent  from  indisposi- 


a  petition  of  tlie  Legislature  of  that  State,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  alleged  injustice  of  the  board  of 
principal  asse.ssors,  who  altered  the  valuation  of 
properly  made  and  reported  by  the  assistant  asses- 
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sors  in  different  counties,  so  as  to  produce  a  very 
unequal  and  unjust  apportionment  of  the  direct 
tax  among  the  counties  of  the  State.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  the  amend- 
ment had  been  referred,  recommended  a  disagree- 
ment thereto  ;  and  the  question  was  on  concur- 
ring with  the  committee.  The  amendment  pro- 
duced a  good  deal  of  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Clayton,  Wright,  Sheffey,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Gaston,  supported,  and  Messrs. 
Lowndes  and  Ingham  opposed  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment.  By  the  advocates  of  the 
amendment,  it  was  urged  that  the  conduct  of  the 
board  of  assessors  was  partial,  unauthorized,  un- 
just, and  oppressive,  and  required  the  revision 
provided  by  the  new  section.  The  amendment 
was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  the  proper  busi- 
ness of  the  board  was  to  supervise  and  equalize 
the  valuations  of  the  assistant  assessors  ;  that  al- 
though they  had  not  acted  conformably  to  the 
letter  of  the  law,  still  the'result  of  their  decision 
was  the  same  as  if  they  had  proceeded  m  strict 
accordance  with  the  law.  and  that  it  was  an  error 
in  form  only  ;  and  that  if  this  amendment  were 
agreed  to,  it  would  open  a  door  to  endless  appli- 
cations for  the  revision  of  assessments.  &,c.  To 
establish  the  above  points,  a  variety  of  arguments 
and  illustrations  were  used,  which  protracted  the 
debate  to  a  considerable  length.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  finally 
disagreed  to  by  a  decided  majority,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  concurred  in. 

SPECIE  PAY.MEXTS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  collecting  the  public  revenues  in  the  law- 
ful money  of  the  country — (to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  specie.) 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing several  additional  sections,  authorizing    the 

issue  of millions  of  Treasury  notes,  not  to 

bear  interest  or  be  fundable,  to  be  received  in  all 
dues  to  the  United  States,  providing  the  usual 
penalties  for  counterfeiting,  dec. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
amendments;  it  being  decided  by  the  Speaker 
that  It  was  necessary  to  take  that  course. 

In  answer  to  some  inquiries  by  Mr.  Grosvenor. 
Mr.  Calhoun  stated  it  as  his  intention  to  move 
to  fill  up  the  blank  with  fifteen  millions,  as  the 
amount  of  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued. 

SALARIES  OF  MINISTERS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  Friday — being  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  our  Ministers  at  the 
Courts  of  St.  Petersburg.  Pans,  and  London,  [to 
twelve  thousand  dollars  per  annum;]  which  bill 
had  passed  through  a  Committee  ot  the  Whole; 
and  the  question  now  was,  whether  it  should 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  This  ques- 
tion was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  36.  nays 
67,  as  follows : 

Vkas — Menrs.  Archer,  Atherton,  Baer,  Betts,  fireck- 


enridge,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Culhbert,  Forney,  Gaston, 
Grosvenor,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Love,  Loveit,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  Majrant, 
.Murfree,  Nelson  of  MassachusetU,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Pickering,  Pleasants,  Savage,  Schenck,  Shef- 
fey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Taggart,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Wilkin,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Barbour,  Ben- 
nett, Birdsall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Cady,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clopton, 
Crawford,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Daven- 
port, Desha,  Edwards,  Glasgow,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hanson, 
Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Herbert,  Hungerford,  Irwia 
of  Pennsylvania,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle,  Marsh,  Mason,  .McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Milnor,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tate,  Taul,  Telfair,  Tucker, 
Vose,  Wallace,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and 
WiUoughby. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 


J 


ToESDAY,  April  23. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  on  the  23d  of  January  last, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  further  obser- 
vations to  be  made  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington; which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  amend  the  act 
confirming  certain  powers  of  the  Levy  Court  of 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  passed  on  the  1st  of  July,  1812;  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  completing  the 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol ;  the  bill  further  to 
extend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "authorizing  the 
appointment  of  Admirals  ;"  be  discharged  from  a 
further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  said 
bills  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  settling  claims  to^land  in  the 
Territory  of  Illinois ;"  also  the  bill  '•  su~J)pi«mental 
to  the  act  entitled  an  act  regulating  and  defining 
the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois and  for  vesting  m  the  courts  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases 
arising  in  the  said  Territory ;"  also  the  bill  "for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson;"  also  the  bill  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Washington  Bridge  Company."  wiihamendments 
to  each,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House ; 

They  have  passed  a  bill  ''  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Chalmet  DeliQO, 
deceased;"  also,  a  bill  '•authorizing  the  sale  of 
lots  owned  by  the  United  States  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"'  also,  a  bill 
''for  settling  the  compensation  of  the  commis- 
sioner, clerk,  and  translator  of  the  Board  for 
Land  Claims  in  the  eastera  and  weslera  district 
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*  li^lbe  Territiry  of  Orleans,  now  S<ate  of  Louis- 
l  "Ji»Da;"  and  .-5  bill   ''for  adjusting  the  claims  to 

Und  and  estiblishing  a  land  office  for  the  district 
qf  lands  Ivii|g  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and 
i(>laDd  of  Nejv  Orleans;  in  which  said  bills  they 
Ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  LowNpES.  from   the  Committee  of  Ways 

•■i»nd  Means,  ko  whom  was  referred  the  amend- 

Jipents  proposed  by  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill  '•  to  reg- 

j^^late  ihedutJesoQ  imports  and  tonnage,"  reported 

I  ^  Me   agreement   of    the   committee    to    the  said 

-  .^.^mendmentiN 

*  J  *  Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments  be  com- 
i  j^Jnitted  to  ibi?  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
'<  ^  pa  the  bill  fcM"  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the 

*  f*  reTeoue  inuhe  lawful  money  of  the  United 
I  (t  plates.  i 

J  S.  *  The  Hou^.•  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
)  ^in  the  annual  provision  for  invalid   pensioners. 

*  fl'The  details  of  this  bill,  embracing  additional 
!  [•/•cases  of  penlion,  the  increase  of  former  ones,  and 
i^tihe  various*  propositions  made  to  insert  other 
i  U  i:ase<,  with  Ihe  discussion  of  the  claims,  as  usual, 
'.  f.  occupied  n4jch  time.  The  bill  was  finally  re- 
i  S|  ported  to  thj;  House,  the  numerous  amendments 
[  r^  were  againjconsidered  and  disposed  of.  and  the 

•bill  ordered'to  a  third  reading. 


\ 


i  i  SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

Oo    moti*n   of  Mr.   Calhoon,  the   House  re 
■^  solved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
t.lhe  bill  to  tirovjde  for  the  more  effectual  collec- 


i&n   oi 

.,„..w-  ..-jIi  into 

*,.lhe  bill  to  ijrovjd 

'   tion  of  the  'public  revenue  in  the  lawful  money 

of  the  country — to  e.Tl'orce  the  payment  of  specie. 

The   amt-ndments    offered     yesterday    by    Mr. 

Calhoun  yere  read,  the  first  section  of  which 

provides,  sabstaniially,  for  the  issue  of  Treasury 

notes  lo   tl|e    amount  of  dollars,  of  such 

conveoienijdeuominaiioos  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  sr,all  direct;  iransferrable  by  delivery; 
not  to  be»>r  interest;  not  to  be  fundable;  to  be 
received  everywhere  in  dues  to  ibe  United  States, 
1  and  may  b^  re-issued  from  lime  lo  time. 
'i  The  secaind,  third,  and  fourth  sections  provide 
^  for  the  prej^aring,  signing,  and  issuing  the  Treas- 
jf  .  ury  notesj^lor  paying  the  expense  thereof,  and 
%-■■  the  Usual  i.enaliies  for  counterfeiting  them 
i,      The-"--'^ 


i! 
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fiftl>  section  provides,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  i.ssue  said  notes  upon  loan 
to  the  Bai^k  of  the  United  Slates,  or  any  Slate 
bank  applyj(ng  therefor,  on  such  terms  as  he  shall 
deem  necijisary,  having  regard  lo  ihe  circum- 
stances of^each  case,  and  the  security  of  the 
United  Slates,  at  a  rale  of  interest  not  less  than 

per  c-inf.  per  annum  ;  but  not  lo  loan  to  any 

Stale  bani^  more  than  a  moiety  of  their  capital 
paid  in  tijese  loans;  lo  be  reimbursable  in  three 
equal  annual  instalments,  computed  from  the 
date  of  ih)^  respective  loans,  and  be  paid  for  as 
they  becorUe  due  in  the  legal  coin,  or  in  Treasury 
notes.  [Tiie  moiety,  on  motion  of  .V!r.  S.Mrrn, 
was  subsef*uently  converted  into  onefotirlh.] 

The  fifiji  section  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treas^.ry  to  issue  said  notes  at  their  par  value 
to  individuals,  companies,  or  corporations,  and 
receive  in  payment  therefor  the  United  States' 


stocks;  but  the  amount  sold  for  funded  debt  not 
to  exceed  [five]  millions;  the  notes  so  sold  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  annual  appropriations  for  the 
Sinking  Fund,  and  the  funded  debt  thus  ac- 
quired to  be  transferred  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  by  them  applied  as  the 
law  directs,  with  other  funded  debt. 

The  seventh  section  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  annually,  to  withdraw 
from  circulation  and  to  cancel  a  portion  of  said 
Treasury  notes,  equal  lo  one-third  of  the  whole 
amount  issued. 

The  eighth   section  of  the  amendriwnts  pro- 
vides that  the  future  issues  of  Treasury  notes, 
under  the  act  of  February  24,  1815,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 
The  amendtpents  having  been  read  — 
Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  fill  the  blank   in  the 
first  section  with  '•  fifteen"  millions;  and  then,  in 
a  speech  of  some  length, ^stated  to  the  Committee 
the  benefits  which  were  anticipated  from  the  pro- 
posed issue  of  Treasury  notes;  the  aid  and  relief 
they  would  afford  to  the  community,  under  the 
pressure  which  would  unavoidably  i)e  produced 
by  the  banks  in  the  necessary  curtailment  of  their 
discounts,   the   withdrawal  of  their    notes  from 
circulation,    «tc.,    preparatory    to     the    resump- 
tion of  specie   payments,  which    the   bill    wojid 
enforce.     It  was  his  opinion  that  the  bill  would 
be  effectual  in  producing  the  payment  of  specie, 
without  the  aid  of  this  feature;   but  there  were 
others  who  doubted  whether  the  restoration  could 
be  well    or    safely   effected   without   it;  and    he 
wished    to  afford   every  facility  and    relief  ihat 
could  be  with   propriety  given,  as   well   to  the 
banks  as  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Robertson  followed  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  against  which  he  argued  at  some 
length.  He  objected  to  it  chiefly  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  form  an  unfortunate  and  hazardous 
connexion  lietween  the  Government  and  the 
Slate  banks;  extending  the  indirect  influence  of 
the  banks,  which  had  been  often  complained  of, 
to  a  direct  influence;  and,  instead  of  compelling 
the  banks  to  sell  their  public  stock  and  meet 
their  engagements,  would  increase  their  means  of 
resisting  the  measures  to  coeree  them  into  the 
pavment  of  specie. 

Mr.  Cady  spoke  against  the  amendment.  It 
would  be  reloaning  the  public  funds  at  five  per 
cent.,  while  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
was  borrowing  at  seven  ;  would  be  collecting  the 
revenues  of  the  Government  in  its  own  paper 
only,  and  defeating  the  object  of  laying  taxes; 
that  It  would  tend  to  depress  our  stocks  in  Eu- 
rope;  that  it  would  be  better  to  give  credit  to 
those  indebted  to  ihe  Government  at  six  per  cent. 


a  year;  that  no  bjnk  would  borrow  these  notes 
which  meant  lo  pay  for  them,  as  it  would  be  giv- 
ing five  per  cent,  for  notes  to  lend  out  to  its  cus- 
tomers; and  that  the  issue  of  fifteen  millions,  if 
they  could  be  kept  in  circulation,  would  drire 
specie  out  of  the  country  instead  of  drawing  it 
tbiiher. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied  to  Mr.  Robertson,  and 
defefided   the  amendment  on  the  ground  of  the 
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great  assistance  it  would  afford  to  the  commu- 
nity in  meeting  the  state  of  things  which  must 
take  place  under  the  pressure  inevitably  created 
by  the  banks  in  returning  to  specie  payments  ; 
his  desire  to  resort  to  mild  means;  its  accustom- 
ing the  people  to  give  credit  to  paper  issued 
under  the  authority  of  Government  ;  its  embrac- 
ing and  assisting  those  banks  possessing  no  pub- 
lic stock. 

Mr.  Tucker  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  'ten" 
millions. 

Mr.  Calhoon  replied  to  the  arguments  against 
the  amendment.  He  had  no  idea  the  banks 
would  resume  specie  payments  willingly;  they 
would  go  into  it  only  because  they  would  see  in- 
evitable ruin  in  refusing;  but  as  they  would  be 
compelled  to  embrace  the  measure,  he  wished  to 
give  them  ample  means. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  larger  sum.  Fifteen  millions  might  be  used 
for  other  purposes  than  in  loaning  to  the  banks  ; 
it  might  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  stocks,  to 
loans  to  individuals. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  "fifteen"  was 
losi — ayes  55,  noes  69. 

Mr.  Tucker  then,  for  the  present,  withdrew 
his  motion. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  first  section  as 
an  amendment,  still  in  blank,  was  carried — ayes 
59,  noe^  58. 

Mr.  Tucker  renewed  his  motion  to  fill  the 
blank  with  "ten"  millions. 

Mr.  Webster  stated  some  objections  to  the 
provision  in  its  present  shape.  He  should  have 
no  unwillingness  to  authorize  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes  in  another  way;  to  make  them  paya- 
ble to  the  public  creditors,  he  thought,  would  be 
preferable  to  the  manner  contemplated. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  the  sum  of  "  thirteen." 

Mr.  Grosve.noh  then  rose  and  stated  his  objec- 
tions to  the  proposed  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
which  he  viewed  as  the  first  attempt  yet  made  to 
create  a  paper  currency  for  the  country.  In  this 
light  Mr.  G.  discussed  the  subject  at  much  length, 
arguing  against  an  experiment  so  dangerous  in 
principle,  and  which  universal  experience  proved 
would  always  end  in  a  depreciated  currency, 
however  feasible  it  might  appear  in  time  of  peace 
and  tranquillity.     When  he  concluded — 

The  question  of  filling  the  blank  with  "thir- 
teen" was  negatived — ayes  68,  noes  62;  and  the 
question  recurred  on  the  sura  of '"  ten"  millions. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  then  replied  to  Mr.  Ghos- 
VENOR.  and  to  the  arguments  grounded  on  the 
presumption  ihal  this  measure  was  to  be  a  per- 
maneQi  one,  and  contending  that,  as  the  Govern- 
ment had,  by  long  usage,  given  credit  to  the  pres- 
ent paper,  making  it  in  fact  the  currency  of  the 
country,  it  would  be  wrong  suddenly  to  discredit 
this  paper  and  destroy  its  value  in  the  commu- 
nity without  supplying  the  country  with  some- 
thing as  a  substitute.  He  viwed  the  pro{>osition 
under  discussion  as  one  which  would  produce 
the  happiest  consequences. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  "  ten,"  aad  carried — ayes  66. 


Mr.  Webster  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  6fth 
section  the  words  "  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ;"  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  fix  the 
amount  of  interest  to  be  required  of  the  banks  at 
three  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  supported  his 
motion  at  some  length,  entering  somewhat  into 
the  general  question  of  the  expediency  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Calhoctn   moved  to  fill   the   blank   with 
Jive  per  cent.,  and   replied  at  still  greater  length 
than  before  to  Mes.><rs.  Grosvenor,  Robertsor, 
and  others,  who  had  spoken  in  oppiisition. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  fix  per  centum,  aod 
added  some  remarks  in  support  of  the  opinions 
he  had  advanced. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  motion  to 
fill  the  blank  with  sir  per  centum  was  carried — 
ayes  55,  noes  52. 

Mr.  Shefpey  moved  an  amendment,  which 
would  confine  the  loan  of  these  Treasury  notes 
to  such  banks  only  as  hold  no  stock  of  the  United 
Slates.     Negatived — ayes  45. 

The  eighth  section  was  then  agreed  to^58 
to  51. 

Mr.  Hall  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
reviving  and  adding  thereto  the  former  fourth 
section,  which  imposed  a  high  stamp  duty  on  the 
notes  of  the  banks  not  paying  specie  on  the  day 
specified  ;  which  motion  Mr.  H.  made  some  re- 
marks in  favor  of — staling  his  object  to  be  to  give 
the  solvent  banks  an  opportunity  of  paying  spe- 
cie, and  of  putting  down  those  that  could  not 
pay;  which  could  only  be  done  by  the  provision 
he  proposed  to  renew. 

Mr.  Tucker  agreed  with  Mr.  Hall  in  some 
degree;  and  proposed  to  modify  the  amendment 
by  making  it  an  uniform  stamp  duty  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  all  notes  issued  by  the  delinquent  banks. 

Mr.  Root  spoke  against  the  motion  to  renew 
the  section,  and  disputed  the  power  of  Congress, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  adopt  such  a  measure, 
which  was  of  the  nature  of  a  penalty,  and  in- 
tended as  a  punishment  that  could  not  constitu- 
tionally be  inflicted  on  the  banks. 

Mr.  Randolph  also  opposed  the  adoption  of 
this  section,  to  which  nothing  similar  could  be 
found  in  the  code  of  any  natioa  under  the  suo. 
He  argued  against  the  measure  at  some  length, 
and  condemned  it  as  anti-republican  and  danger- 
ous— as  adding  to  the  power  and  patronage  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  already  too  great, 
a  discretion  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  and  in 
effect  making  his  will  the  measure  of  taxation. 

Before  the  motion  was  decided,  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  was  refused  leave  to 
sit  again,  leaving  the  bill  in  the  House. 


Wbdnesdat,  April  24. 

Mr.  HooKR  from  the  committee  appointed  by 
a  resolution  of  the  27th  of  February  last,  to  ex- 
amine generally  into  the  subject  of  unsettled 
balances,  made  a  report;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ;  when  ,Mr.  H.  reported 
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!^  bill  to  estJiblUh  the  office  of  Accountant  in  the 
:pepartraen0of  State  ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
iprdered  to  Iv  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Roo-itfrom  the  Coramitteeon  Expenditures 
m  the  War  Department,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary tov:he  several  acts  organizing  the  office 
bf  Accountant  of  the  Department  of  War ;  which 
:was  read  tjvice.  and  committed   to  a  Committee 

of  the  Wh(>le. 

Mr.  Nel-^on.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
•referred  thrMessage  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  Respecting  the  Patent  Office,  reported 
a  bill  estali^ishing  the  Patent  Office,  providing 
the  means  «f  further  encouragement  to  '-authors 
and  inventors,"  and  guarding  more  effectually 
against  frahds  and  impositions  by  patentees; 
which  was  }ead  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  iK-e  Whole. 

.  The  amtjidmeni  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill"suppl(;,nentaltolheact,entitlcd"Anactregu- 
lating  and  ^^efining  the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the 
Territory  c><  Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the  courts 
of  the  TerrJJtory  of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chan- 
cery cases  ;aris:ng  in  the  said  Territory,"  was 
;read  and  d:^ag^eed  to  by  the  House. 

The  am»»idment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "for  thi-  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Waj^ington  Bridge  Company,"  was  read  ; 
whereupon^  ordered  that  this  House  concur  in  the 
said  amendinant. 

The  ara^indraenis  proposed   by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "tiaking  further  provision   for  settling 
claims  to  liifnds  in  the  Territoiy  of  Illinois,"  were 
;read  and  c(iocurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  ameiidment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "for  thjJ  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  was  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bilhfrora  the  Senate  for  adjusting  the 
claims  to  l.ind.  and  establishing  a  land  office  for 
the  district^  of  lands  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River  ancf  island  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
twice  and''  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  jrom  the  Senate  '•  authorizing  the  sale 
of  lots  owr*d  by  the  United  States  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes."  was  read 
twice  and  irdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  billjj'rom  the  Senate  "  for  settling  the  com- 

nsation  of  the  commissioners,  clerk,  and  irans- 

ator  of  theiBoard  for  Land  Claims  in  the  eastern 

and  weslerA  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

now  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  twice  and 

committedjto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Engros«(jd  bills  of  the  following  titles :  An  act 
concernin2*invalid  pensioners;  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ge^ge  T.  Ross,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and 
the  officers  ^nd  men  under  their  command  ;  were 
severally  r4ad  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  enTr^ssed  resolution  "requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  iM  United  States  to  cause  further  obser- 
vations loie  made  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  longitiile  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," wfs  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  the  S-nate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  w jt :  "An  act  authorizing  payment  for  the 


court-house  of  Hamilton  in  the  State  of  Ohio  ;" 
'•'An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1816;"  and  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Clinton,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Chalmei  Delino, 
de'ceased,"  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

QUARTERM.\STER'8  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  accounts  rendered  and  settled  of 
James  Thomas,  a  deputy  quartermaster  general 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  examine 
into  the  accounts  connected  therewith,  made  a 
report,  embracing  a  statement  of  facts  and  many 
documents,  but  expressing  no  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  recommending  a  more  mature  examina- 
tion into  the  matter  at  the  next  .session;  which 
report  was  ordered  to  lie,  and  be  printed. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  slate  of 
the  accounta  (rendered  and  settled)  of  James  Thoma«, 
a  deputy  quartermaster  general  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  also  to  examine  all  accounU  connected  therewith, 
report : 

That  the  committee  have  examined  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  them  with  as  much  care  as  a  due  attention 
to  the  current  business  of  the  House  would  permit. 
When  the  papers  were  referred  to  the  committee,  it 
was  understood  that  James  Thomas  waa  in  the  Weat- 
ern  country,  and  a  letter  was  addressed  to  him  at 
PitUburg,  informing  him  that  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  and  report  on  his  accounU. 

James  Thomas  arrived  in  this  city  on  the  12th  in- 
stant, and  made  application  to  the  committee  to  post- 
pone a  report  on  his  case  to  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress;  the  reasons  assigned  in  support  of  this  appUca- 
lion  are  fully  disclosed  in  the  papers  herewith  submit- 
ted to  the  House  as  a  part  of  this  report,  from  which  it 
will  appear  that  the  committee  had  neither  time  nor 
ihe  means  of  pronouncing  on  the  character  of  the 
transaction,  or  the  conduct  of  James  Thomas,  without 
wholly  disregarding  the  statements  made  by  him  to 
the  committee. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  James  Thomas  is  concerned, 
the  committee  recommend  a  postponement  of  the  case 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  so  that  the  case  may 
then  undergo  a  more  mature  examination  Itban  can 
now  be  given  to  it. 

The  settlement  made  in  this  case  by  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Government  seems  to  require  examina- 
tion ;  the  settlement  was  made  on  the  papers  and  doc- 
uments now  before  the  committee,  and  on  that  evidence 
alone  the  settlement,  and  the  principle  on  which  it 
was  made,  must  stand  the  test  of  examination. 

Without  designing  to  express  any  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  James  Thomas,  the  committee  submit  to  the 
House  the  following  sUtemenl  of  the  case,  as  it  seems 
to  have  been  presented  to  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Government  for  settlement,  as  well  as  the  aeveral 
occurrences  which  happened  in  the  progress  of  the 
settlement. 

On  the  22d  day  of  November,  1812.  General  Smyth, 
commanding  on   the   Niagara  frontier,  ordered  James 
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Thomas,  deputy  quartermaster  general,  to  purchase     the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  accounts  were  sent 
immediately,  and  deposite  at  or  near  Buffalo,  flour  for     to    the  Treasury  Department  by   Peter  Hagner,   the 


five  thousand  troops  "for  two  months,  besides  the  cur 
rent  issues;  and  Michael  T.  Simpson  immediately 
thereafter  proceeded  to  purchase  flour  from  the  coun- 
try people,  and  in  effecting  the  purchase  he  repre- 
sented himself  as  the  agent  of  James  Thomas,  and 
entered  into  a  contract  in  that  character.  Said  Simp- 
son procured,  in  the  vicinity  of  Batavia  and  Caledonia, 
about  1,500  barrels  of  flour,  at  or  near  the  average 
price  of  $9  per  barrel  at  those  places,  as  it  appears 
from  the  depositions  and  certificates  of  the  persons 
from  whom  it  was  obtained. 

On  the  12th  day  of  December,  1812,  Michael  T. 
Simpson  charges  the  United  Stales  $29,155  for  2,205 
barrels  of  flour  delivered  at  Caledonia  and  Batavia, 
$728  87  commission  for  purchasing  the  same,  and 
$2,520  for  transporting  G30  barrels  of  flour  from  Cale- 
donia to  BuflSilo.  Between  the  12lh  of  December, 
1812,  and  the  28lh  of  June,  1913,  Michael  T.  Simpson 
charges  the  United  Slates  for  a  variety  of  articles  of 
army  supplies,  amounting,  inclubive  of  the  bill  of  the 
12th  of  December,  1812,  to  the  sum  of  $61,192  15J  ; 
and  James  Thomas  obtains  Simpson's  receipts  for  this 
sum  in  nine  separate  bills  and  receipts,  which  he  ren- 
ders as  evidenceof  disbursement  made  by  him  on  pub- 
lic account. 

The  late   Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  to 
whom  the  accounts  were  rendered,  regarding  Michael 
T.  Simpson  as  a  citizen  of  the  country,  who  had  pos- 
sessed  himself  of  the  articles  sold   to  James  Thomas 
with  his  own  funds  or  credit,  and  at  his  own  risk,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  business,  considered  his  receipts 
as  good   evidence   of  disbursement.     But    it   was  dis- 
covered to  the  satisfaction  of  the  late  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department,  before  the  account  was  finally 
settled,  that    Michael   T.  Simpson  was  not  a  citizen  of 
that  part  of  the  country,  but  merely  a  wayfaring   per- 
son seeking  employment,  and  that  he  had  not  become 
possessed  of  the  property  s*>ld  to  the  public  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  business,  or  at   his  own   risk,  but  that 
he  had   purchased   the   same   by   means  of  the  public 
funds  in   the   hands  of  James  Thomas.     It   was  also 
diacovered  that  the  flour  was  charged  to   the    United 
Stales  at   a   rale   much    higher  than   ils  actual   cost. 
The  late   Accountant  of  the  War  Department  there- 
fore ordered  the  amount   of  .Michael  T.  Simpson's  re- 
ceipU  (except  a  part  of  the  receipt  for  $10,510  25)  to 
be  Uken  from  the  credits   of  James  Thomas,  and  sus- 
pended  until  the  receipts  of  those  persons  from  whom 
the  articles  were   actually  purchased    should  be    pro- 
duced as  evidence  of  the  dubursement  as  well  as  the 
cost  of  the  articles.     This   suspension   seems  to  have 
been  made  on  the  principle  that  .M.  T.  Simpson  was 
the  agent  of  J.  Thomas,    and  that  he  was  enabled  to 
make  ihe  purchases  aforesaid  from  the  pubhc  funds  in 
his  hands.     After  this  decision  was   made  known,  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from   James  Thomas  to  Michael  T. 
Simpson  of  the   25lh   of  November,  1812,  and  Simp- 
son's answers  of  the  28th  of  November,  and  4lh  of 
December,    1812,   were  filed    in    the    handwriting   of 
James    Thomas,    with    the   intention    of  eslabliFhing 
thereby   the  existence  of  a  contract  between   Michael 
T.  Simpson  and  James  Thomas  in  regard  to  the  flour 
purchased  by  said  Simpson.  This  evidence  was  deemed 
by    the   late    Accountant    insufficient  to    authorize  a 
change  of  the   decision  made  ;  and  the  account  was 
closed,   leaving  a  balance  due  to  the  United  Slates  by 
James  Thomas  of  $133,087  84.     From  this  decision 
James  Thomas   appealed   to  the  accounting  officers  of 


acting  Accountant,  by  whom  they  were  closed  on  the 
14th  day  of  July,  1814,  for  re-examination  and  final 
adjustment,  where  they  were  examined  by  the  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury,  and  .$2,411  80  of  the  suspended 
items  admitted  to  the  credit  of  James  Thomas,  leaving 
a  balance  due  by  him  to  the  United  States  of  $130,- 
676  04.  The  principles  settled  by  the  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department  were  not  changed  by  the  admis- 
sion aforesaid.  The  accounts  were  reported  to  the 
late  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  on  the  8th  day  of 
.\ugust,  1814,  by  the  .\udilor.  It  appears  that  the 
accounts  were  examined  by  the  late  Comptroller,  and 
that  he  did  not  alter  the  balance,  or  change  the  princi- 
ples settled  at  the  War  Department;  he  was,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  prevented  from  deciding 
finally  on  the  case  by  a  protest  filed  in  his  office  by 
James  Thomas  on  the  12lh  of  August,  1811,  alleging, 
amongst  other  things,  that  his  accounts,  since  they 
were  rendered  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, had  been  mutilated  and  robbed  of  documents 
and  vouchers  belonging  thereto.  The  committee  deem 
it  proper  to  state  that  this  charge  of  mutilation  and 
robbery  is  not  supported  by  any  evidence  yet  dis- 
closed. 

On  the  5th  day  of  April,  1815,  James  Thomas  re- 
quested the  present  Comptroller  of  the   Treasury  to 
permit  him  to  withdraw  his  appeal,  and  to  submit  hia 
case  again  to  the  present  Accountant  of  the  War  De- 
partment, together  with   evidence  not  before  rendered 
in   support    of  the  suspended  items    in   his   account. 
This  request  was  granted,  and  the  accounts  were  sent 
to  the  present  Accountant  of  the  War  Department  on 
the  6th  day  of  April,  1815.     James  Thomas  filed  with 
the   Accountant  of  the    War    Department   copies   of 
several  letters  and  certificates,  which  are  on  the  files, 
relating  to  the  suspended  items,  and  supposed  to  con- 
tain evidence  of  a  contract  between  Michael  T.  Simp- 
son and  James  Thomas  as  to  the  flour,  and  the  prices 
thereof.     With  regard  to  these  letters  and  certificates, 
the  committee   have  sought  in  vain  for  the  originals, 
which  are  not  now  to  be   found  in  the  public  offices, 
and  the  copies  obtained  by  the  committee  are  extracts 
taken  from  a  pamphlet  written   by  James  Thomas  in 
defence  of  himself. 

The  Accountant  of  the  War  Department  restated 
the  account,  find  admitted  the  suspended  items,  for 
payments  made  to  Michael  T.  Simpson,  to  the  credit 
of  James  Thomas,  on  the  following  grounds  :  1st.  The 
charge  for  2,205  barrels  of  flour,  commission,  and 
transportation,  was  admitted,  because,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Accountant,  the  evidence  aforesaid  establishes  a 
contract  between  Simpson  and  Thomas  {or  the  flour  at 
a  specified  price.  2d.  The  residue  of  the  suspended 
Items  are  admitted  to  the  credit  of  James  Thomas,  ex- 
cept $201  10,  charged  as  commission,  because  it  does 
not  appear  that  Michael  T.  Simpson,  was  the  acknow- 
ledged agent  of  James  Thomas. 

The  foregoing  is,  in  substance,  a  correct  statement 
of  the  settlement  of  the  accounU  of  James  Thomaa, 
and  the  principles  established  in  the  settlement.  So 
far  only  as  relates  to  the  disbursemenu  made  by  Mi- 
chael '1'.  Simpson,  there  are  many  accounts  s<-ttled  on 
pnnciples  which  seem  to  the  committee  objectionable, 
but  which  must  now  be  admitted.  Without  entering 
at  all  into  the  question  whether  or  not  the  copies  of 
letters  and  certilicates  filed  establish  a  contract  between 
James  Thomas  and  Michael  T.  Simpson,  the  commit- 
tee will  only  say  that,  if  the  evidence  is  considered  au- 
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^hentic,  anJ  Sufficient  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  con- 
^'Jract,  it  is  cejtainly  competent  also   to  prove  that   Mi- 

*  /had  T.  Simfson  misrepresented  the  state  of  the  naar- 
1  Met,  with  a  vi({w  to  hi^  advantage  and  the  public  injury. 
^  5Jut  the  comijiittee  cannot  regard  any  contract  made 
y  fj  a  public  ajent  charged  with  providing  supplies  for 
^lAe  public.  h(jwever  formal,  which  is  fulfilled  by  means 
y^{  the  publii^  fund.s  in  his  hands,  in  any  other  light 
».^an  as  a  bacj^e  of  fraud.  If  such  contracts  are  coun- 
I^enanced  amf  drawn  into  practice,  it  must  supersede 
<*  'he  necessity  as  well  as  the  propriety  of  requiring  any 
i^ublic   agent  to   render   receipts  (from  those  persons 

X#ho  have  the  articles  wanted  for  public  use,  procured 
Oj  their  indiyitry,  with  their  own  funds,  and  at  their 
n  risk)  as  jpvidcnce  of  price  and  payment,  because 
ijiis  rule  imposes  much  labor  on  honest  agents,  with- 
teiiut  affording  ^ny  barrierlgainst  fraud  and  dishonesty. 
J  foT  what  is  ^ore  easy  of  accomplishment  than  for  a 
v'nabiic  agent  finclined  to  defraud  the  public,  to  enter 
^qjjto  a  formal'contract  with  a  friend  (whose  moral  feel- 
Ififgs  suit  the  pccaiion)  to  deliver  property  suited  to  the 
*,f,ublic  wants,'at  a  specific  price,  exceeding  the  market 
#ice,  and  ih^n,  by  means  of  the  public  funds  in  his 
:iands,  to  en#ble  his  friend  to  fulfil  the  contract  for 
^llieir  m  utu  all  benefit  T  Cases  maybe  supposed,  and 
Mmay  occur  in  practice,  where  contracts  made  by  a  pub- 
Tlic  agent  to  Vurnish  supplies,  with  the  aid  of  the  pub- 
#1|c  funds,  wh^h  it  is  the  agent's  duty  to  furuith,  may 
fcie  right ;  bui  those  possible  cases  must  be  accompanied 
Jwith  peculiaricircumstanccs,  and  on  those  circumstan- 

nes  their  justjjication  must  rest. 
^  .  It  cannot  tO;  doubted  that  Michael  T.  Simpson  pur- 
r  .iiascd    the   3,205  barrel*  of  flour  wiih  the  aid  of  the 

•  .public  funds  ^n  the  hands  of  James  Thomas  ;  and  it  is 
^worthy  of  remark  that  there  is  no  conflict  between  the 
J^lepositions  fi?ed  by  Mr.  Porter  and  the  copies  of  cer- 
^Uficates  furni'shed  by  James  Thomas:  they  relate  to 
ciuflerent  par5;el8  of  flour — the  first   are  specific  as   to 


IPHiuerciii  par5;eis  oi  nour — me  ursi  are  specific 
yi|uantity  andiprice,  the  latter  are  general. 
^  .  The  comij.iitee.  therefore,  cannot  but  regard  the 
;* principle  on  frhich  the  suspended  item  for  $3-.:,403  87 
''  was  allowed* as  erroneous,  and   destructive  of  all 
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'  tfounubihty. ;  The  principle  on  which  the  residue  of 
r  5he  suspendejl   items  were  allowed   seems  to   the  com- 


.Jiittee  to  be  Equally  or  more  objectionable. 
£  It  is  evidefit  that  the  supplies  were  purchased  by 
^^eans  of  ihejpublic  funds  in  the  hands  of  James  Tho- 
j  tfkAS,  and  inAnded  for  the  pubhc  use,  to  which  they 
^  were  alone  avuted.     ^'o   man  in   the  right   use  of  his 

•  j«a8on  woul^  have  possessed  himself  of  the  articles  in 

•  |he  pro8ecuti»)n  of  any  ordinary  business ;  and  to  con- 
f- Wilder  Mr.  S^pson  unconnected  in  some  way  with 
f  (hfi  public  c^Ticer  is  absurd,  especially  after  he  had 
J,  fliarged  a  commission  on  part  of  his  purchases.     The 

:^  j-eceipu  of  th|)8e  persons  who  were  the  original  owners 
f  ^f  the  property,  or  who  have  acquired  it  at  their  own 
^  |T*k,  IS  the  oMy  good  evidence  o{  price  and  payment, 
^,  and,  in  the  ojunion  of  the  committee,  ought,  in  all  or- 
»|f  binary  cases,;  to  be  required  as  evidence  of  disburse- 

i*.  iaeut.  ; 

^■f      ;      - 
^  I  .  Wa»hi5oto5 ,  April  12,  1816. 

'  8ih:  I  learn  that  a  committee  has  been  appointed 
^  i?y  the  Hous-  of  Representatives  to  examine  my  ac- 

•  <W)unU  with  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  alle- 
^  Rations  madn  by  William  Simmons,  late  Accountant 
5  <si  the  War  department,  that  fraudulent  charges  to  a 
^  ({onsiderablc  *uounl  had  been  made  by  me,  and  allowed, 
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under  the  special  directions  of  the  o8ic«ra  of  th«  Trea- 
sury. 

As  these  accounts  had  already  been  before  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress  on  the  representations  of  this  per- 
son, and  as  they  had  been  referred  by  that  committee 
to  the  accounting  oflScers  of  the  Treasury  for  settle- 
ment, and  had  been  settled  accordingly,  I  might  have 
expected  that  such  allegations  would  not  have  been 
repeated,  at  least  until  the  legal  tribunals  of  the  coun- 
try had  decided  on  my  complaints  for  similar  caUim- 
nies  propagated  by  him,  with  so  much  boldness  and 
industry,  by  means  of  the  public  presa. 

Conscious,  however,  that  my  conduct  has  been  in 
all  respects  honorable,  I  can  have  no  objection  to  any 
inquiry,  however  rigid  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  happy 
to  have  any  opportunity  to  bring  these  accusations  to 
the  test  of  truth.  I  hope  the  result  will  set  them  for- 
ever at  rest ;  for,  so  highly  do  I  value  the  good  opinion 
of  the  community,  that  even  the  consciousness  of  rec- 
titude does  not  render  me  indiiferent  to  aspcrsioos 
which  strike  at  my  reputation.  I  uust,  however,  that 
the  inquiry  will  be  complete,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  for- 
eign from  the  wish  of  any  member  of  your  honorable 
body  to  decide  on  a  question  which,  through  life,  will 
affect  the  character  of  one  of  their  fellow-citiiens,  with- 
out a  full  and  fair  investigation.  I  ask,  therefore,  to 
go  before  the  committee,  to  know  the  specific  act  of 
criminality  with  which  I  am  charged,  and  to  be  allowed 
the  means  which  justice  demands  of  substantiating  my 
innocence. 

In  order  that  the  true  situation  in  which  I  stand 
towards  the  public,  whether  as  debtor  or  creditor,  may 
be  known,  I  ask,  further,  that  tiie  whole  of  my  claims 
connected  with  the  discharge  of  my  public  duties  may 
be  placed  before  the  view  of  the  committee  ;  these  are 
contained  in  the  letters  and  accounts  presented  by  me 
to  the  War  Department  in  the  months  of  December 
and  February  last.  It  will  then  be  seen  that,  so  fu 
from  having  profited  by  fraud  and  imposition  on  the 
public,  I  am,  after  seven  years  of  active  military  duty, 
a  sulferer  through  arduous  and  laborious  exertions  in 
the  public  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  THU.MAS. 

The  Hon.  the  SrtA%.Kti 

of  (he  House  of  Representalivei. 


Washihotow  Citt,  April  15,  1S16. 

Sih:  You  ha\c  applied  to  the  committee  to  whom 
your  accounts  have  been  referred  for  a  postponement 
of  any  decision  or  report  thereon  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  on  the  general  ground  that  time  or  oppor- 
tunity has  not  been  afforded  you  to  procure  testimony, 
explaining  such  parts  of  your  accounU  as  seem  to  be 
mysterious,  and  rebutting  the  evidence  tending  to 
charge  the  accounts  with  unfairness  or  fraud.  That 
the  committee  may  have  the  means  of  deciding  on  your 
application,  I  am  instructed  by  them  to  state  to  jou 
the  cases  in  your  accounts  most  liable  to  exception, 
and  to  request  you  to  say,  in  answer,  whether  you  can 
(if  time  be  allowed  you)  obtain  evidence  to  explain 
and  remove  the  mystery  in  which  the  cases  are  involved. 

Ist.  The  depositions  on  file  (which  are  numbered 
progressively  from  1  to  16,  with  the  exception  of  No. 
10,  which  is  not  with  the  documents  referred  to  the 
committee,  and  Nor  12  and  13,  which  relate  to  your 
defence,)  go  to  prove  that  Michael  T.  Simpson  pur- 
chased nearly  fifteen  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  at  a  price 
averaging  about    $8  78   per    barrel;  that  those  pur- 


ApBit^  1816. 


QuaTtemuMMter'§  Accounts. 


1426 


H.  OP  R. 


chases  were  made  before  the  12lh  of  December,  1812  ; 
and  Michael  T.  Simpson,  in  effecting  those  purchases, 
lepresented  himself  as  your  agent,  and  purchased  with 
the  aid  of  the  public  money  or  credit,  and  not  on  his 
own  money  or  credit,  or  at  his  risJc. 

2d.  On  the  12lh  day  of  December,  1812,  Michael  T. 
Simpson  renders  an  account  against  the  United  States 
for  $32,403  87,  composed  of  the  following  items,  to 
wit:  2,205  barrels  of  flour,  $29,155;  commiasion, 
$728,  87 ;  and  $2,520  for  transporting  630  barrels  of 
flour  from  Caledonia  to  Buffalo,  making  an  average 
price  of  $13  54  per  barrel,  including  commission,  and 
excluding  the  transportation;  and  $4  [>er  barrel  for 
transportation  from  Caledonia  to  Buffalo,  when  it  ap- 
pears by  document  iVo.  16  that  transportation  was  of- 
fered to  you  from  Caledonia  to  Buffalo  for  any  quantity 
of  flour  at  $2  per  barrel. 

3d.  You  have  introduced  copies  of  letters  purporting 
to  have  been  written  by  Michael  T.  Simpson  to  you, 
and  dated  the  28th  of  November,  the  4tb,  the  7th,  and 
r2th  of  December,  1812,  and  your  answer  of  the  6th  of 
December,  1812,  as  evidence  of  a  contract  with  Mr. 
Simpson.  The  original  letters  are  not  with  the  papers 
referred  to  the  committee,  who  have  been  unable  to  ob- 
tain them  from  the  War  or  Treasury  Department. 
The  copies  of  the  letters  of  the  28th  of  November  and 
4th  of  December,  1812,  are  in  your  handwriting:  can 
the  original  letters  be  produced  ? 

4th.  Michael  T.  Simpson  purchased  other  articles, 
to  wit,  corn,  hay,  oats,  Ac,  amounting,  inclusive  of 
his  flour  account,  to  $61,192;  and  it  is  alleged,  but 
not  yet  in  proof,  that  one  of  the  articles,  to  wit,  the 
corn,  was  purchased  by  him  for  much  less  than  the 
prices  charged  by  him.  ^ 

5th.  You  have  produced  two  receipts  from  Daniel 
Mowry,  one  for  $509  60,  dated  5th  of  Decembier,  1812, 
and  one  for  $382  20,  dated  the  20th  of  December, 
1812;  and  it  appears,  by  reference  to  the  settlement 
made  by  the  wagonmaster  of  General  'I'annehill's  brig- 
ade of  Pennsylvania  militia,  that  Daniel  Mowry  was 
attached  to  the  said  brigade  as  a  teamster,  and  was 
paid  by  the  public  at  the  rate  of  $4  per  day  up  to  the 
20th  of  December,  1812;  and  from  a  letter  written  by 
General  Tannehill,  and  addressed  to  the  late  Account- 
ant of  the  War  Department,  the  correctness  of  the 
whole  transaction  may  t)e  questioned. 

6th.  You  charge  the  United  States  with  $276,  paid 
to  Michael  T.  Simpson  for  the  hire  of  three  large  wag- 
ons from  the  9th  to  the  SIst  of  March,  both  days  inclu- 
sive, and  $216,  as  paid  to  said  Simpson  for  the  hire  of 
three  large  teams  from  the  Ist  to  the  18th  of  April, 
1813,  both  days  inclusive  ;  and  by  Morgan  Lewis's  let- 
ter to  you  of  the  2d  of  .March,  1813,  in  answer  to  a  Iet> 
ter  acknowledged  to  have  been  received  from  you  of 
the  24th  of  the  preceding  month,  it  appears  that  the 
■ame  teams  were  purchased  by  you  at  $1,715,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1813,  from  Michael  T.  Simpson. 

7ih.  In  the  settlement  of  your  accounts,  you  pro- 
tested against  the  late  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
proceeding  to  a  decision  on  your  accounts,  because,  as 
you  state  in  your  protest,  your  papers  are  irregularly 
rendered,  were  mutilated,  and  robbed  of  part  of  the 
documents.  This  charge  made  by  you  is  not  supported 
by  evidence,  or  accompanied  by  any  specification  of  the 
documents  alleged  to  have  been  mutilated  or  taken 
away. 

You  will  say  whether  or  not  a  postponement  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress  will  enable  you  to  introduce 
evidence  explaining  these  points,  and  specify  what  evi- 


dence you  expect  to  be  f»ble  to  procure  in  explanation 
of  each  point.     Your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  McKEB. 
Jambs  Thojias,  Esq. 

Washimbtok,  April  17,  1816. 
Sib:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  15ih  insUai, 
I  have  to  state  to  you  that  if^  from  the  partial  testiinoay 
which  may  be  before  the  committee,  or  from  the  mis- 
representations of  those  who  are  interested  in  calum- 
niating me,  the  transactions  to  which  you  have  referred 
should  be  involved  in  any  mystery,  I  can  produce 
abundant  evidence  to  remove  it.  But,  as  all  my  papers 
relating  to  those  transactions  are  now  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  (tlie  place  of  my  residence,)  whither  they  were 
sent  on  the  final  adjustment  of  my  accounts  with  the 
Government,  and  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  call  per- 
sons who  were  on  the  spot  and  acquainted  with  the 
facts  to  give  information  on  such  points  as  may  appear 
doubtful,  it  is  impossible  that  a  full  investigation  can 
be  had  during  the  present  sessipn  of  Congress.  I  pledge 
myself,  however,  if  lime  and  opportunity  be  allowed 
me,  to  disprove  completely  every  charge  of  fraud  or 
unfairness  which  may  be  alleged  or  in:3inuated  against 
me. 

With  respect  to  the  original  letters  for  which  you 
inquire,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  can  prove  them  to 
have  been  exhibited  at  the  offices  of  the  Accountant 
of  the  War  Department  and  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury.  Indeed,  no  copies  were  produced  by  me, of 
which  the  originals  were  not  also  exhibited.  But,  if 
the  originals  in  question  cannot  now  be  found,  I  can 
prove  satisfactorily  the  correctness  of  the  copies.  On 
this  occasion,  it  may  be  proper  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact,  that,  since  the  calumnies  against  me  have 
been  abroad,  my  accusers  and  others  interested  have 
had  access  to  all  the  papers  relating  to  ray  accounts, 
&.C.,  in  the   Register's  office. 

The  complaint  to  which  you  allude,  as  having  been 
made  by  me  to  the  late  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
of  the  mutilation  of  my  accounts,  1  can  substantiate. 

Your  letter  contains,  I  presume,  all  the  subjects  on 
which  the  committee  require  any  evidence  or  expla- 
nation. But,  as  Mr.  Simmons  has  endeavored  to  give 
the  impression  that  his  decision  on  my  accounts  was 
sanctioned  by  the  Treasury.  I  do  most  unequivocally 
deny  that  my  accounts  were,  as  he  asserts,  ever  finally 
settled  by  the  late  officers  of  the  Treasury  on  aoy 
appeal  from  me.  or  that  any  balance  was  struck  against 
me  by  them.  On  the  contrary,  my  accounts  remained 
open,  in  consequence  of  the  suspensions  made  by  Mr. 
Simmons,  until  they  were  finally  settled  by  bts  suc- 
cessor, whose  decision  was  confirmed  by  the  (^omp- 
troUer. 

I  have  already  told  you  that,  when  I  first  heard  of 
the  appointment  of  your  committee,  I  was  at  Pittsburg, 
on  my  way  from  the  Lakes  to  this  city,  on  business 
connected  with  the  contract  in  which  I  was  engaged 
with  the  Government  tor  subsisting  the  troops,  &c.,ia 
the  .Michigan  country,  and  which  requires  my  speedy 
return.  Since  my  arrival,  I  have  lost  no  time  in  pre- 
senting myself  before  you,  and  making  such  represent- 
ations as  appeared  necessary.  AnJ  it  remains  for  the 
committee  to  determine  whether  they  will  proceed  at 
once  in  the  inquiry  with  the  imperfect  evidence  which 
can  now  be  had,  ot  will  defer  it  until  all  the  testimony 
which  the  case  admits  may  be  laid  before  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  THOMAS. 
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^  Washisoto!*  Citt,  April  18,  1816. 
Sim:  Yojir  letter  of  the  17th  instant  was  this  morn- 
ing l»id  be^)re  the  committee  to  whom  your  accounts 
have  been  ^referred,  and  I  am  instructed  by  the  com- 
mittee to  rcMuest  you  to  inform  the  committee  whether 
or  not  you  nave  any  papers  or  other  evidence  relating 
to  the  points  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  l-'ith  instant 
which  has  jot  been  produced  to  the  War  or  Treasury 
Departmenj,  and,  if  you  have,  then  I  have  to  request 
you  to  Stat?  specifically  whaf  that  evidence  is. 

From  yojir  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  1.5th  instant, 
you  pledgi;  yourself  to  prove  the  mutilation  of  your 
accounts,  aiid  the  robbery  committed  on  them  in  part, 
as  stated  inj  your  protest  filed  with  the  late  Comptroller 
of  the  Tr^sury.  Vou  also  state  that  the  original 
letters  whvch  passed  between  you  and  Michael  T. 
Simpson  wj-re  filed  with  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
War  and  •  Treasury  Department.  As  the  evidence 
relating  todhese  points  must  be  in  the  city,  the  com- 
mittee will  •hear  any  testimony  you  may  think  proper 
to  introdurv  to  them  this  evening  at  six  o'clock,  in  their 
committee  joom,  where  you  will  attend. 

i  Your  most  obedient, 

i  SAMUEL  MrKEE. 

N.  B.  \f  ill  you  return  to  me  the  original  letter  to 
you  of  the  >l5th  instant,  and  this  letter  also,  as  I  have 
not  time  id  copy  them  ? 

J  S.  McKEE. 

Jamzs  'r^HOMAS,  Esq. 

i  — 

Jnterrogatrxies  stated  to  Jamts  Thomas  by  the  com- 
mittee tc  whom  his  accounts  were  referred,  on  his 
applicati4m  for  a  postponement  of  a  decision  by  the 
committee  to  the  next  session  of  Confess. 
(juestioiul.  If  time  is  allowed  you,  do  you  believe 
you  can  sh)|W  that  the  2,205  barrels  of  flour  delivered 
to  you  by  .<Iichael  T.  Simpson  at  Caledonia  and  Ba- 
tavia  did  actually  cost   said  Simpson,  delivered  at  the 
places  afort^aid,  more  than  $8  78  per  barrel,  and  that 
the  cost   U|   Simpson   was   near  or  about  the  prices 
charged  b;i  said  Simpson  ;  and  do  you  expect  to  es- 
tablish the  facts  aforesaid  by  the  receipts  or  testimony 
of  the  persijis  from  whom  Simpson  made  the  purchase 
of  the  flour-' 

Answer  by  James  Thomas.  I  expect  to  show  that 
much  of  It  jvas  delivered  at  Caledonia  and  Batavia  to 
me,  by  Michael  T.  Simpson,  at  or  near  the  price  which 
It  cost  hiroJdelivcred  at  Caledonia  and  Batavia ;  and  I 
expect  to  jVove  these  facts  by  the  testimony  of  persons 
from  whom  said  Simpson  purchased  the  flour,  and  that 
the  transaction  was  a  fair  one. 

Questior^  2.  Can  you  show  that  the  rate  of  $4  per 
barrel,  cha|ged   for  transporting    630  barrels  of  flour 
from  Caler4onia  to  BuflfaJo,  was  not  higher  than  the 
usual  priciiat  the  time  it  was  effected  ? 
Answer.]]  can. 

i^uestioi/  3.  Can  you  show  that  the  teams  purchased 
Irom  .Mich,  el  T.  Simpson  were  actually  and  bona  fide 
purchased  'ly  you  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1813,  and 
not  on  thr  24th  of  February,  as  it  would  seem  they 
were  by  Oie  letter  of  Morgan  Lewis  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1810? 

Answer.;  I  can  show  that  the  teams  were  actually 
and  buna  jddc  purchased  on  the  19th  of  April,  1813, 
and  not  b*4ore  that  time,  when  I  paid  for  them. 

QuestioM  4.  Can  you  make  it  appear  that  the  ac- 
count ranifjred  by  .Michael  T.  Simpson  for  hay,  oats, 
com,  and  rther  articles  delivered  to  you,  co«t  him  the 


prices  which  he  charges  the  L'nited  States  for  the  same 
and  which  is  paid   by  you  ;  and  that  the  prices  of  the 
said  articles,  at  the  time  of  their  delivery  to  you,  were 
reasonable  ? 

.\n8wer.  I  can  make  it  appear  that  the  articles 
mentioned  were  delivered  at  or  near  the  cost  to  said 
Simpson,  and  that  the  prices  charged  for  them  were 
reasonable. 

Question  5.  Catv  you  account  for  the  public  prop- 
erty so  purchased  and  paid  for  ? 

Answer.  I  can.  with  correctness  and  case. 

Question  B.  Can  you  make  it  appear  that  the  money 
receipted  for  by  Daniel  Mowry,  was  actually  paid  to 
him  for  services  performed  by  him  ' 

.Answer.  I  can  make  it  appear  that  I  employed  teams 
of  Philip  and  Daniel  Mowry  to  transport  the  flour  men- 
tioned in  the  receipt,  and  that  the  service  was  per- 
formed ;  and  the  receipt  is  itself  the  evidence  of  pay- 
ment. And  with  regard  to  Mowry's  receiving  pay  at 
the  same  time  from  the  United  States,  I  can  only  say 
I  knew  nothing  of  the  fact. 

JAMES  THOMAS.' 

W.4BHISGT0IC,  Aprii  20,  1816. 


Requisition  for  twelve  piecu  of  muslin  and  ten  gal- 
lons of  brandy  for  the  use  of  the  general  hospital. 

12  pieces  muslin.  (Duplicate.) 

10  gallons  brandy. 

Ge<ieral  HosrJTiL,  Bcklihoto,  Vt., 

Sfptember,  11,  1814. 
SiK  :  The  sick  and  wounded  are  hourly  coming  in 
from  Plattsburg,  and  I  am  destitute  of  bandages  to  dress 
their  wounds,  and  of  funds  to  purchase.  Although 
this  request  may  be  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  ap- 
plication, you  would  render  an  indispensable  service  by 
furnishing  the  above  articles. 

HENRY  HUNTT, 

Hospital  Surgeon. 
Col.  JiMKB  Thomir, 

Quartermaster  General. 

BcBLi!»oTO!*,  Vt.,  Sept.  12,  1814. 

Received  the  within  twelve  pieces  of  muslin  and  ten 
gallons  of  brandy,  for  the  use  of  general  hospital. 

HENRY  HUNTT. 

Hospital  Surgeon. 

The  I'-nited  States,  to  Nathan  B.  Haswell.  Dm. 

1814.  For  10  pieces  India  cotton,  at  $5  -$50  00 

For    2  pieces  India  cotton,  at  $6  -         -     12  00 
For  10  gallons  Cognac  brandy,  at  $3  -    30  00 


.$92  00 


BVBLI5GT05,  Sept.  10,  1814. 
Received  of  James  Thomas,  Colonel  and  Quarter- 
master General,   ninety-two    dollars,    in    full    for  the 
above  account,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts  therefor. 

SPECIE  PAY.MENTS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
more  effeciual  collection  of  the  public  revenues 
in  the  lawful  money  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Calhou.n  withdrew  the  amendment  which 
he  proposed  to  the  bill  for  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes. 

Mr.  Bradbcry  then  offered  the  following  pro- 
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▼  iso,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  first  section ; 
which  was  adopted  by  the  House  by  a  large 
majorty  : 

"  Provided,  nevertheless,  That   nothing   in  this  act 
contained  shall  be  construed  as  an  indemnity  or  justi-  ; 
fication  to  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  Government,  for 
Any  negligence  or  misconduct  in  the  past  or  future 
collections  and  receipts  of  public  moneys."  ' 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  .Mr.  Ward,  of 
Massachuseis,  further  lo  amend  the  same,  by  in- 
serting the  following  section  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  revenue  of  the  L^nited  States,  in  any  section 
thereof,  shall  be  received  in  the  bills  of  any  State, 
which  bills  at  the  time  of  receiving  them  are  of  less 
value  than  their  nominal  sum  in  Treasury  notes,  it 
shall  b<",  the  duty  of  the  oflicer  who  receives  said  bills 
to  require  the  person  who  pays  the  same,  to  make  a 
discount  thereon,  equal  to  such  diflTerence  in  value  ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  oflScer  to  render  his  ac- 
count under  oath,  as  to  the  amount  of  such  discount." 

This  section,  after  much  discussion,  was  re- 
jected by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  10,  nays  100.  as 
follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Hale,  Hanson,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Marsh,  Mason,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Noyes, 
Stearns,  Strong,  and  Ward  of  Massachusetts. 

Nats — Messrs.  ,\dgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton,  Baer,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bennett.  Betts,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Cady,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Clop- 
ton,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crocheron, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Edwards,  Forney,  Gaston,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough, 
GrifFin,  Grosvcnor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heis- 
ler,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hungcrford,  Ingham, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovctt,  Lumpkin,  Lyle, 
Lyon,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Milnor, 
Moseley,  Murfree,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parris, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Randolph,  Reed,  Roane, 
Robertson.  Root,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sheflley, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stuart,  Taylor  of  South 
Carolina,  Telfair,  Throop,  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilkin, 
Williams,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wil- 
son,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Mason,  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  therein 
the  following  section : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  establish  uni- 
formity in  the  payment  of  duties  and  taxes  within  the 
United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
forthwith  cause  to  be  published,  in  one  or  more  news- 
papers in  each  State  and  Territory,  a  list  of  all  the 
banks  within  the  United  States,  the  notes  of  which 
are  thereafter  to  be  received  in  their  respective  districts 
in  payment  of  duties,  taxes,  and  other  debts  due  to  the 
United  States  ;  and  any  debtor  of  the  United  States 
may,  until  the  said  3lBt  day  of  December  next,  at  his 
election,  pay  the  amount  of  any  duties,  taxes,  or  other 
debts  due  and  payable  to  the  United  Slates  in  Trea- 
sury notes,  or  in  the  notes  of  any  of  the  said  banks 
until  notice  shall  be  given  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment that  such  notes  are  not  received  in  discbarge  of 
any  debts  due  to  the  United  States  within  the  districts 
where  such  banks  are  respectively  situated  :  Provided, 


nevertheless,  That  no  collector,  or  other  officer  or  re- 
ceiver of  moneys  due  to  the  L'nited  States,  shall  re- 
ceive, in  payment  of  any  duty,  tax,  bond,  obligation. 
or  other  demand,  which,  according  to  the  terms  there- 
of, or  the  provisions  of  law,  shall  not  be  due  and  pay- 
able before  the  said  31st  day  of  December  next,  the 
notes  of  any  bank  or  banker  which,  at  the  time  of  such 
payment,  shall  not  be  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in 
current  gold  and  silver  coin." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  32,  nay»  88,  as 
iollows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Atherlon,  Boss,  Breckenridge,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Cady,  Chipman,  Cdley,  Culpepcr,  Forney,  Gas- 
ton, Hale,  Jewett,  Langdon,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason, 
Murfree,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Parris,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Reed,  Root,  Ruggles,  Stearns,  Strong, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  and  Wilcox. 

Nais — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  .\rcher,  Baer, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Bett^,  Brad- 
bury, Brooks,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Clayton, 
Clendennin,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crocheron,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Edwards,  Goldsborough,  Griflfin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn, 
Hi4lt  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Herbert, 
Huger,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett, 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Middleton,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Virgi- 
nia, Newton,  Urmsby,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Powell, 
Randolph,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Savage, 
Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard, 
Stuart,  Sturges,  Taylor  of  South  Carohna,  Telfiur, 
Throop,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  White- 
side, Wilkin,  Williams,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson, 
WiUiam  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Hardin,  that 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  iudefinitely  ;  which, 
after  a  good  deal  of  debate,  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  44.  nays  64,  as  follows: 

YsAB — Messrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Baer,  Bennett, 
Betts,  Brooks,  Clayton,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Forney,  Gaston, 
Hahn,  Hardin,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Mason,  MUnor,  Murfree,  Newton, 
Randolph,  Roane,  Root,  Savage,  Sheflfey,  Smith  of 
.Maryland,  Southard,  Throop,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Williams,  Willoughby, 
William  Wilson,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Barbour,  Bas- 
sett,  Bateman,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Bryan,  Cady,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Champion,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clenden- 
nin, Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Edwards,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Heister,  Huger,  Hungerford, 
Ingham,  Jewett,  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kent,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon, 
Love,  Lumpkin,  Marsh,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Middleton,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  .Massachu- 
setts, Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants. 
Reed,  Reynolds,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schenck,  Sharpe. 
Strong,  Sturges,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair, 
Tucker,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wilcox, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Woodward. 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.— Rejected. 

Mr.  Reynolds  then  moved  that  the  House 
reconsider  their  voie  which  adopted  the  amend- 
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ment  projxtwed  by  Mr.  Bhadbort. — Rejected  by 
a  large  miijority. 

Mr.  In(vuam  iben  raoTed  further  to  amend  the 
said  bill,  ►iy  striking  out  "  31si  day  of  December 
next,"  an<j  to  insert  *•  31si  day  of  January  next," 
as  the  tirtie  after  which  the  payment  of  duties, 
taxes.  del|i5.  dec,  owing  to  the  United  States 
will  be  dtinanded  in  specie  made  current  by  law. 
or  m  Treajiury  notes.  The  atneodmenl  was  nega- 
tifed  wii!*out  a  dirision. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing  the 
bill  fora)hird  reading,  and  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows:    Fy»r  engrossing  57,  against  46. 

*.       Thchsdat,  April  25. 

Mr.  Ro,)T,  from  the  coraaiittee  appointed  on 
the  19ih  tT  January  last,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
copper  ao^  small  silver  com  of  the  United  States, 

'made  a  rfport;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolu- 
tion ther»hn  contained  wa>  concurred    in   by  the 

'  House,  as  follows  : 

Reaoh:ec\  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  reduce  the  weight 
or  finene8H;;of  the  copper  and  small  silver  coins  of  the 
United  St;4^9. 

Mr.  E^fSTON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  on  the  1st  instant,  the  petition  of 
sundry  ia|>abitants  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
relating  1,5  Indian  trade,  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  w^  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

•  The  ani.'ndment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  maljing  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States 

'  for  the  yf;jr  1816,"  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
(Committef!  of  the  whole  Hou.se  to-day. 

•  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
;bill.  'authorizing  the  payment  for  the  court- 
j  house  of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was 
t  read,  and  Concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  arii^ndment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 

bill    "forlthe    relief    of   the    supervisors   of   the 

.county  of|ClintoD,  in  the  State  of  New  York," 

•  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

.  A  me>s;.^e  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ithat  the  SL-nate  have  passed  bills  from  this  House 
[of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
!  An  act:  fur  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross,  and 
!  Samuel  Jlreck.  surviving  executors  of  John  Ro-^s, 
•deceased  •} 

An  aci'ior  the  relief  of  Manasseh  Minor ; 
i      An  act  f.0  fix  the  commissions  of  the  culiectors 

of  the  difect  tax  and    internal  duties,  and  to  re- 
i  vive  and  continue   m  force  "An  act  further  to 

provide  l^r  the  collectioQ  of  dunes  on  imports 
'■  and  (oiin<ige ;" 
,      An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler ; 

An  act.for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar,  Wil- 
I  liam   Yo^ng,   William   Museley,   and    William 
:  Lrach ;     ; 
i      An  actj^or  the  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Tru- 

deau  ;  an(l 

An  actj  for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford, 

Frederick  Bates,   and    William   Garrard ;  with 

amendratJQts,  la  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 

uf  this  H^use. 


r 


The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bills,  entitled. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross,  and 
Samuel  Breck,  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross, 
deceased  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Tru- 
deau ; 

An  act  for  th?  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar,  Wil- 
liam Young,  William  Moseley,  and  William 
Letch ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler  ; 

An  act  to  fix  the  commissions  of  the  collectors 
of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  (0  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  an  act  further  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection  of  duties  oo  imports  and 
tonnage;  were  read,  and  severally  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford,  Fred- 
erick Bales,  and  William  Garrard,"  were  read, 
and  committed  tu  a  Committee  of  the  Wnole  to- 
morrow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Manass«h 
Minor,"  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

SPECIE   PAY.MENTS. 

The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual collection  of  the  public  revenues  in  the 
lawful  money  of  the  country,  was  reed  ilu^  third 
time,  and  the  question  stated,  "Shall  the  bill 
pass?" 

Mr.  Wright  rose  and  spoke  as  follows:  Mr. 
Speaker,  before  this  bill  shall  be  pot  on  its  pas- 
sage,and  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  real  guar- 
dians of  the  people,  I  must  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  while  I  do  detect  and  expose  its 
direful  operation  and  effect  on  the  American  peo- 
ple— that  people  who  have  so  lately  crowned 
themselves  with  laurels  and  covered  the  nation 
with  glory.  Sir,  I  will  show  that  it  is  fraught 
with  partiality,  with  ingratitude,  with  injustice, 
and  with  cruelly  ;  and,  if  passed  into  a  law,  and 
attempted  to  be  enforced,  may  lead  to  the  most 
serious  and  dangerous  consequences.  Sir,  it  was 
but  a  short  time  ago  when  ibis  nation  was  co- 
erced into  a  bloody  foreign  war  to  avenge  her 
wrongs,  and  contemporaneously  threatened  with 
a  serious  domestic  insurrection,  haviug  for  its  ob- 
ject the  severance  of  this  Union  ;  when  the  pat- 
riotism of  every  American  was  in  requisition; 
and  when  the  banks  wer«  invoked  by  their  patri- 
otism to  lend  their  money  (the  sinews  of  war.) 
to  save  the  sinking  credit  of  their  bleeding  coun- 
try. And,  sir,  can  we  ever  efface  from  recollec- 
tion the  promptitude  with  which  the  friendly 
banks  advanced  their  moneys  on  loan  to  the  na- 
tion, so  as  to  greatly  afflict  and  derange  their  own 
concerns;  whereby  the  sinews  of  war  were  sup- 
plied, the  drooping  spirits  of  an  exhausted  Treas- 
ury raised,  a  patriot  Army  and  Nivy  fed  and 
clothed,  and  a  glorious  war  brought  to  a  glorious 
conclusion  by  the  instrumentality  of  these  friend- 
ly hanks  and  the  noble  exertions  of  the  American 
people.     Nor.  sir.  can  we   forget  the  conduct  of 
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the  Opposition  in  the  East  to  prevent  the  Eastern 
banks  from  lending  their  money,  nor  its  effect. 
And  although,  sir.  it  is  an  unquestionable  fact 
that  in  the  proportion  that  thcs"  friendly  banks 
extended  their  loans  10  the  nation,  in  the  same 
ratio  they  paralyzed  their  own  means  to  resume 
specie  payment.'!,  and  in  the  same  ratio  they  are 
now  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  ingratitude; 
while  the  Eastern  banks  withheld  their  money 
from  the  nation,  and  retained  all  their  means  to 
continue  or  resume  specie  payments,  and  whose 
friends  on  tliis  floor  are  now  goading  the  Admin- 
istration on  this  subject, and  endeavoring  10  wreak 
their  vengeance  (by  the  passage  of  this  bill)  on 
the  friendly  banks  for  saving  the  sinking  credit  of 
the  nation,  which  the  Eastern  banks,  by  with- 
holding their  loans  endeavored  to  destroy. 

Sir.  do  not  we  discover  the  hand  and  spirit  of 
f>ersecution  in  this  business  ?  And  can  we  be  at 
a  I0.1S,  with  this  evidence  before  our  eyes,  to  dis- 
cover the  cause?  or  so  far  lull  to  sleep  our  patri- 
otism and  magnanimity  as  to  become  accomplices 
in  the  fell  and  unkind  stroke  meditated  at  these 
friendly  banks? 

Sir.  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  banks  of  Mary- 
land, withhold  the  prideful  remark  that  her  banks 
advanced  more  money  to  the  United  Stales  than 
the  banks  of  any  other  State  in  ihe  Union ;  nor 
can  withhold  my  uimost  exertions  to  protect  these 
banks  frum  the  injury  which  the  adoption  of  this 
bill  will  inevitably  impose. 

Sir,  that  this  bill  is  fraught  with  partiality  can 
any  man  iiesitate  for  a  moment  to  affirm,  when 
he  observes  the  ditfer^nt  bearing  it  will  have  on 
the  banks  that  did,  and  did  not,  loan  their  money, 
to  resume  specie  payments ;  and  when  the  fact  is 
not  only  well  known,  but  admitted,  that,  in  the 
ratio  of  their  loans,  their  powers  to  resume  spe 
cie  payments  are  arrested  ?  I  have  also  charged 
ibis  bill  with  being  fraught  with  ingratitude.  Sir, 
we  all  recollect  the  gh)W  of  approbation  which 
filled  the  patriot's  bo.>-om  at  the  time  of  these 
loans.  The  awful  crisis  was  averted  by  the  loans 
ascribed  to  the  pairioti!m  of  these  banks,  which 
a  traitorous  Eastt-rn  pen  endeavored  in  vain  to 
arrest,  and  that  gloom  that  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  Treasury  imposed  on  patriots  was  entirely 
dispelled.  And  can  an  American  trie ndly  to  the 
liberties  of  his  country  say  that  to  join  the  East- 
ern persecution  of  these  friendly  banks  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  would  not  be  the  blackest  ingrati- 
tude to  those  banks?  But,  however  Republics 
may  have  been  famed  for  iograiiiude.  I  trust  the 
American  Republic  will  not,  on  this  occasion, 
suffer  the  foul  siain  to  pollute  her  fair  fame.  I 
have  thus  shown  that  this  bill,  as  it  related  to  the 
bank>,  was  partial  and  ungrateful.  1  will  now 
show,  that,  as  it  relates  both  to  the  bank<  und  the 
people,  that  tins  bill  is  both  unjust  and  cruel. 

Sir,  it  is  a  fact  of  record  that  these  friendly 
banks  were  obliged  to  suspend  specie  payments 
to  avoid  the  whole  specie  of  the  country  being 
drained  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  whose 
a:;enls  were  everywhere  to  be  found  occupied  in 
that  business;  and  that,  however  perilous  it  was 
to  the  credit  of  these  inbtitutious,  necessity,  grow- 


ing out  of  the  war,  beyond  their  control,  com- 
pelled the  directors  of  those  banks  10  the  measure, 
which  was  not  only  approved  by  every  patriot  in 
America,  but  by  the  Government  itself.  Nor  were 
the  Eastern  banks,  who  did  not  suspend  specie 
payments,  freed  from  the  suspicion  of  being  ac- 
tuated by  motives  the  very  reverse  of  those  which 
induced  the  friendly  banks  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments. Sir,  from  the  moment  the  banks  suspend- 
ed sj>ecie  payments  there  was  a  general  under- 
standing that  in  all  the  moneyed  transactions  of 
this  country,  the  bank  paper  was  to  be  paid  and 
received  in  fulfilment  of  the  contracts,  although 
it  was  well  known  that  specie  would  not  be  paid 
on  demand,  agreeably  to  ihe  express  tenor  of  the 
notes,  and  there  was  a  certainty  that  a  deprecia- 
tion would  ensue.  The  contracts  of  the  citizens 
were  made  and  executed  understandingly  in  this 
paper,  by  universal  consent,  and  the  price  of  the 
article  bought  and  sold  was  knowingly  and  in- 
tentionally valued  by  ihis  new  standard,  so  that 
let  the  positive  letter  of  the  law  be  even  admitted 
to  compel  the  payment  of  specie  as  the  only  cur- 
rent money,  yet,  where  by  universal  consent  its 
circulation  was  suspended,  that  could  not  be  the 
case,  Conventio  vincit  leges.  '•  The  agreement  ot 
the  party  makes  the  law  ;"  and  it  would  be  un- 
just to  compel  a  man  whose  agreement  was  made 
alter  the  suspension  of  specie  fiayments,  and  with 
an  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  paid  lu  bank 
paper,  to  compel  tlie  payment  in  specie. 

Sir,  it  IS  a  fact  that,  from  the  well  known  small 
quantity  of  specie  in  circulation  in  this  country, 
It  is  impossible  for  the  banks  to  assume  the  pay- 
ment at  this  lime;  and  every  commercial  man 
knows,  that,  while  the  balance  of  trade  is  against 
us.  the  specie  of  foreign  countries  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  return  to  America,  If,  then,  from  the 
small  quantity  of  specie  in  this  country,  and  the 
state  of  our  commerce,  it  is  impossible  to  resume 
the  payment  of  specie  for  the  necessary  quantity 
of  circulating  medium  for  the  purposes  of  the 
nation,  I  ask,  would  it  not  be  as  farcical  to  at- 
tempt to  coerce  it,  as  it  would  be  to  demand  of  a 
farrier  to  extract  a  certain  quantity  of  blood  from 
a  dead  horse,  when  all  his  blood  was  congealed 
in  his  veins,?  Bui,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  1  record 
the  fact,  that  there  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
people  upwards  of  fitly  millions  of  bank  paper, 
and  that  the  very  paper  that  was  loaned  by  the 
banks  to  the  Government,  and  by  the  Government 
paid  to  the  people  for  their  supplies  fur  the  army 
and  navy,  and  for  their  military  services,  whether 
that  paper  ought  not  to  be  received  in  payment  for 
their  public  dues;  and  I  iiurably  ask.  if  the  Gov- 
ernment (>ass  the  bank  paper  into  the  hands  of  the 
people,  purporting  to  be  redeemable  on  demand  in 
specie,  whether  the  Government  are  not  thereby 
virtual  endorser^,  and  equitably  bound  to  see  the 
engagement  performed,  or  10  take  back  the  note, 
as  much  as  if  it  was  counterfeit,  and  give  them  a 
good  note  for  it,  unless,  as  I  allege,  there  was  a 
inuiu-il  understanding  that  bank  paper  was  the 
medium  of  the  contract,  and  that,  too,  without  its 
being  redeemable  in  specie  on  demand.  Sir,  I 
ask  il  a  farmer,  being  executed  for  his  taxes  after 
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*  tendering  jiis  money  ihusreceiTed  from  the  Go7- 
'jernmetii  is  the  amount  of  his  taxes,  was,  by  re- 
.♦ipleviu,  to<jt)ring  this  subject  fairly  before  a  court 
\!  land  jury,  fad  the  jury  were  specially  to  find  the 
g  Jfacts,  ihaLthe  did  tender  this  money  to  the  amount 
%  '.of  his  taxr  s,  and  had  brought  the  same  into  court, 
5t  whether  ipe  court  would  not  adjudge  him  dis- 
3 'charged  ?j  Yes,  sir,  the  court  would  so  decide; 
'and  I  verw  much  incline  to  believe,  that  if  the 
JSecretary'jof  the  Treasury,  with  the  champions 
of  this  biji,  were  charged  with  the  collection  of 
Mhe  publi.-  dues  in  specie  under  such  circum- 
islances,  t.*ey  would  find  themselves  in  an  un- 
pleasant bX)X,  and  that  people  who  had  achieved 
.their  independence  by  deposing  a  foreign  tyrant, 
^  iwould  not  submit  to  be  despoiled  of  their  prop- 

>  erty  so  ur?)ustly  by  domestic  oppression. 

w  Sir.  whjn  Congress  passed  the  Revenue  laws, 
f'  and  impoi,ed  the  six  raiUioQ  and  three  million 
j|  land  tax.Jiid  they  contemplate  the  payment  of 
^  specie?  \^o;  they  knew  the  people  had  it  not. 
Sf  and  of  coi>>se  could  not  pay  it.     When  they  bor- 

>  ;rowed  thtt.money  from  the  banks,  and  compelled 
^.  'ail  the  public  creditors  to  receive  it  for  their  debts. 
2 Joan  It  be  gossible  they  intended  to  refuse  taking 
7  ,it  back  a^in  from  the  people  for  their  taxes?  I 
•l^cannot  conceive  the  Government  capable  of  such 
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ipat 
political  1  jimorality.  Does  any  man  doubt  that 
^Congress  .'aiended  these  taxes  being  paid  in  bank 
^aper?  INjay,  has  not  the  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
'jiary,  who^je  administration  of  the  Treasury  De- 
^Jpartraent  i»as  been  so  conspicuous  for  its  intelli- 
5  ^ence  anuj  firmness,  sealed  this  construction  of 
J^|he  law.  I4r  taking  the  bank  paper  in  discharge 
^  ior  ihese  i.axes  7  Yes,  sir;  and  honorable  men 
jiave  been,  found  on  this  Hoor,  who  have  insin- 
;ualed  that!  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ought 
Jto  be  impt-iached  fur  receiving  the  taxes  in  bank 
y^  ^'OOtes.  I  Ijave  differed  so  materially  from  these 
c*  jgenllemeiw  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  deilariog. 
hhat,  if  h<i  had  exacted  these  taxes  in  specie,  he 
-ought,  aou  probably  would  have  been  impeached. 
|when  it  i^as  well  known  that  Congress,  when 
ithey  impijsed  these  taxes,  intended  them  to  be 
J  jjaid  m  b^ik  paper.  The  Secretary,  no  doubt,  by 
;•  the  letter  ^)f  the  Constitution,  might  have  consid- 
f  ered  noth<,*Dg  but  specie  current  money,  and  to 
have  exacted  specie,  had  it  depended  solely  on 
the  Constitution ;  but  when  he  knew,  by  all  the 
y.  circumstance?  of  the  case,  that  the  taxes  were 
jL  laid,  and  ^tended  to  be  paid  in  bank  paper,  he 
S  had  too  g^at  a  respect  for  the  principles  and  pol- 
^.  icy  of  theaGovernment.  and  too  mucti  patriotism, 
^.  to  have  dtine  an  act  that  would  have  convulsed 
\  ihii.  Government  to  its  centre,  and  probably  have 
i^  shaken  thi  Chief  Magistrate  from  his  seat ;  and 
^  I  advise  gentlemen  to  be  upon  their  guard  in  the 
V  passage  ob'  this  bill,  lest  they  sour  the  nation,  and 
t.'' dlsappoln^{the  well-founded  hopes  of  the  contem- 
^  plated  successor  to  the  Presidential  Chair.  Sir, 
A  if  this  bit^  shall  pass  into  a  law.  and  impose  tbe 
^payment  (if  taxes  and  public  dues  in  specie,  it 
^^  will,  no  d.Jubl.  have  the  same  effect  on  the  con- 
I  ;iracis  of  (;|tizen  and  citizen,  and  introduce  discord 
irf.,and  confusion,  and  probably  destruction  to  thous- 
«<.;aQds;  lortvery  maa  must  know  the  extreme  dis- 
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tress  of  the  people  would  labor  under,  if  they 
were  compelled  to  pay  their  debts  in  specie  at  this 
time.  And  I  warn  gentlemen  how  they  introduce 
such  a  state  of  things,  as  too  serious  and  danger- 
ous to  be  attempted,  and  awful  in  the  extreme,  as 
they  were  produced  by  the  war.  and  not  by  any 
fault  of  the  people.  Gentlemen  will  excuse  me 
in  reminding  them  of  the  contests  in  Rome,  be- 
tween the  patricians  and  plebeians,  about  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts  in  a  time  of  great  di85culiy, 
and  the  awful  crisis  produced  thereby;  it  bein» 
no  less  than  the  appointment  of  the  first  Dictator 
in  Rome,  who  was  clothed  with  absolute  despotic 
power,  and  who.  to  appease  the  plebeians,  sus- 
pended the  collection  of  the  debts  due  to  the  pa- 
tricians for  a  limited  time.  I  ask,  if  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  were  pressed  even  for  their  board  in 
specie,  how  they  c  uld  comply  with  their  con- 
tracts? Nay.  sir,  I  unhesitatingly  declare,  that  if 
ihe  boarding-bouses  were  to  refuse  to  board  the 
members  but  fur  specie,  it  would  force  the  mem- 
bers to  abandon  their  seats.  This  single  consid- 
eration ought  to  satisfy  every  man,  that  the  bank 
paper  was  the  m  uiey  contemplated  to  be  paid  and 
received,  and  induce  him  to  move  with  caution, 
and  not  impose  impossibilities  on  the  people.  Sir, 
can  we  so  soon  forget  what  is  due  to  that  people, 
whoj-e  star-spangled  banners  have  illumined  both 
hemisplieres,  and  whose  stripes  have  humbled 
the  British  Lion,  and  compelled  him  to  give  up 
our  impressed  seamen,  and  subdued  the  proud 
Turk,  and  compelled  him  to  give  up  our  enslaved 
citizen*-,  and  reduced  to  practice  the  Eastern  ^a$- 
conade,  (for  they  voted  against  the  Algerine  war,) 
'•  millions  for  defence,  but  not  a  cent  for  tribute;" 
and  while  the  echoing  of  our  conquering  cannon 
at  Chippewa,  at  Plattsburg,  at  Baltimore,  and  at 
New  Orleans,  is  yet  hanging  on  the  ear,  and  while 
they  recollect  their  victories  by  sea  and  land  had 
so  raised  the  American  character,  that,  wiihout 
the  aid  of  the  star  and  garter,  a  certificate  of 
American  citizenship  li  a  passport  into  the  high- 
est circles  of  Europe  ?  And  yet  there  are  gentle- 
men on  this  floor,  who  would  compel  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  play  the  Dictator,  not  like 
the  Roman  Dictator,  with  a  power  to  relieve  the 
distresses  of  the  people,  but  by  coercing  him  to 
exact  the  revenue  and  taxes  in  specie,  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  American  people. 

Indeed,  sir,  in  order  to  carry  this  monstrous 
bill,  I  discover  the  most  unnatural  connexion  be- 
tween gentlemen  on  this  floor.  We  see  those 
who  advocated  the  United  States  Bank,  upon  the 
principle  that  the  nation  had  seven  millions  of 
Its  stock,  (netting  three  per  cent,  revenue.)  and 
the  appointment  of  five  of  its  directors  to  guard 
the  nation  against  any  improper  influence,  and 
who  voted  against  the  old  bank  because  seven- 
eighths  of  its  stock  was  British,  and  gave  to  the 
foreign  stockholders  eight  per  cent.,  uniting  with 
the  Eastern  gentlemen,  (whose  ports  had  been  ex- 
empt from  British  blockades,  to  the  extent  repre- 
sented by  the  Hartford  Convention.)  and  who 
voted  against  the  present  United  States  Bank  ex- 
pressly because  the  United  States  had  any  part 
of  the  stock,  or  the  appointment  of  any  of  its  dt- 
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rectors,  and  who  voted  to  continue  the  old  bank 
charter,  when  seven-eighths  of  its  capital  was  the 
property  of  British  stockholders.  And  Congress 
are  now  pressed  by  this  extraordinary  union  to 
sanction  this  raonstrou.^  measure,  fraught,  as  I 
trust  I  have  proved,  with  partiality,  wiih  ingrat- 
itude, with  injustice,  and  with  cruelty.  Sir,  I 
have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty  to  this  nation  on 
this  occasion  ;  and  I  confidently  hope  that  this 
House  will  reject  this  bill,  and  prove  themselves 
to  be  what  they  have  been  justly  esteemed,  the 
honest  guardians  of  the  interest,  the  happiness, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  American  people. 

Mr.  Root  followed  on  the  same  side,  in  a 
speech  of  about  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  Telfair  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Root. 

Mr.  Ghosvenor  answered  the  opponents  of  the 
bill,  and  spoke  some  time  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Randolph  replied  to  Mr.  Gro8Venor. 
and  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  rejoined,  and  added  some  fur- 
ther arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Calhocn  also  replied  to  Mr.  Randolph, 
and  offered  some  considerations  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

.Mr.  Robertson  explained  the  reasons  why  lie 
should  vote  fur  the  bill,  and  made  some  remarks 
in  reply  to  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Webster  also  submitted  his  reasons  for 
wishing  the  bill  to  pnss. 

Mr.  Ranoolfu  again  spoke  about  an  hour  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  its  advo- 
cates. 

Mr.  Wright  aUo  opposed  the  bill  la  a  second 
speech. 

Mr.  Gaston  submitted  his  reasons  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill  ;  after  which  the  question  on  its 
passage  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  59, 
nays  60,  as  fullows : 

Yka» — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alherton,  Baoeetl,  Bate- 
man,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brown,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
pion, Chipman,  Cilley,  Condict,  Conner,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Desht,  Edwards,  Gritfin,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hawes,  Huger,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent,  Love,  Lowndes,  l^umpkin.  Marsh,  Mayrant, 
McCoy,  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  .Middlelon,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Keed,  Reynolds,  Robertson,  Rug- 
g!e«,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Sheffcy,  Steams,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Tucker,  V'ose, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  WUcox,  and  Wood- 
ward. 

Nats — Messrs.  .-Vdgate,  .\rcher,  Baer,  Bennett, 
Belts,  Birdsall,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Cald- 
well, Clayton,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crocheron, 
Culpeper,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Forney.  Gaston, 
Glasgow,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hardin,  Heister.  Henderson, 
Herbert,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  l^ovett,  Lyic,  Lyon, 
Milnor,  Murfree,  Newton,  Pickens,  Powell,  Randolph, 
Roane,  Root,  Savage,  Smith  of  Marjiand,  Southard, 
Stuart,  Tate,  Throop,  Wallace,  Ward,  of  Massacbu- 
«etU,  Whiteside, Wilkin,  Williams,  Wiiloughby,  Wil- 
liam Wilson,  Thomas  Wilson,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imposts  and  ton- 
nage. The  amendments  were  successively  agreed 
to  by  the  Committee,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to 
postpone  the  decision  on  the  report  until  to-mor- 
row, believing  the  amendments  too  important  to 
be  acted  on  without  more  mature  consideration. 

Mr.  R.  opposed  subsequently,  at  some  length, 
the  Senate's  proposition  to  increase  the  duty  on 
imported  sugar  Irom  2^  to  3  cents  per  pound, 
which  he  deemed  not  only  oppressive  on  the 
people,  but  highly  improper  as  coming  from  the 
Senate,  whose  right  he  disputed,  according  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  thus  in  effect  to 
assess  a  tax  on  the  people,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  concurrence. 

Mr.  Robertson  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply, 
and  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Mr. 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Robertson,  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in  by  the  following  vote  :  For  the 
amendment  54,  against  it  48,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Betts,  Brooks,  Cady,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chipman,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton, Crocheron,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Ingham,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lowndes,  Lump- 
kin, Lyie,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McKee,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Middlelon,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pleasants,  Powell, 
Reynolds,  Robertson,  Root,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Telfair,  Tucker,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wilkin, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  William  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clopton. 
Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Edwards,  Gaiston,  Golds- 
borough,  Hahn,  Hale,  Heister,  Huger,  Hungerford, 
Kent,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mil- 
nor, Moseley.  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parris,  Pick- 
ens, Pickering,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Roane,  Rug- 
gles,  ShefTey,  Stearns,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Webster,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodward, 
and  Wright. 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendments  were  then 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Ho"Jse. 


Friday,  April  26. 

The  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spir- 
its distilled  and  sugar  refined  within  the  United 
States,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  witli  the 
Cherokee  Indians ;  the  bill  for  settling  the  com- 
pensation ol  the  commissioners,  dec.  of  land  claims 
in  Liuisiana;  the  bill  for  adjustment  of  certain 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,  &c.;  and  the  bill  for 
the  relie;  ol  Manasseh  .Minor;  successively  passed 
thruugh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  were 
severally  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  fixing  the  peace  establishment  of  the 
Marine  Corps  was  indefinitely  postponed,  on  mo- 
tion cf  Mr.  Pleasants,  who  remarked,  that  it 
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^ad  been{ ascertained  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
;Navy  had  already  placed  ihe  corps  oa  the  estab- 
"lishment  fontemplaied  by  the  bill;  and  further, 
thai  11  wa^  believed  the  corps  might  be  made  still 
more  e^c|ent  than  an  it  was  at  present  consti- 
tuted, it  Of  i^anized  differently  from  what  was  con- 
•lemplatedjby  the  bill. 

j  The  bilj  respecting  the  patent  rights  of  ihe  rep- 
•reseniativVs  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  was  also, 
on  motio^  of  Mr.  Cdlpeper,  indefinitely  post- 
poned.      1 

A  mes«l!:^e  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  ^nate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  lor  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of 
the  Uniiefl  States;  an  act  authorizing  the  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
io  prepari^  a  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said 
district;  in  act  concerning  the  owners,  officers, 
iind  crew  .>f  the  privateer  Roger;  an  act  making 
4n  ap[)ro[  *^ialion  for  enclosing  and  improving  the 
public  sqi^re  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the 
^office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
'  And  of  Stjperintendent.  and  for  the  appointment 

J.pf  one  Ci^nmibsioner  for  the  Public  Buildings; 
jBO  act  forjHhe  relief  of  Peter  Audraiu  ;  an  act  for 
^he  relief  »)f  David  Coffin,  Samuel  and  William 
J  Rodman,  i^nd  Samuel  Rodman,  jun. ;  an  act  for 
Ihe  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to  land  m  the 
♦Western  (fistrict  in   the  State  of  Louisiana;    an 
pel  to  pro^^ide  for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor 
wf  the  pul^lic  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
?|nd  Missouri;  an  act   lo  establish  post  roads;  an 
let  fixing  jhe  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
^he  Scnaieiand  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
,|iires.  andSmaking  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
Jerks  empjuyed  in  their  offices,  with  amendments. 
Xhe  Sena**  have  also  passed  the  resolution  •■  to 
'fndkmnilyj^abezMowry. and  others,"  with  amend- 
ine[it> ;  an^^  they  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  increase 
5ie  salary  V  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  to 
"5II0W  himji  compensation  for  his  agency  incoun- 
.  ■(^r.-'ignmg  ^nu   issuing   Treasury   notes;"  and  a 
*^ie!>olutiuo,*"authoriziog  tlte  President  of  the  Uoi- 
^  yd    Slaie:^  to  employ  a  skilful  assistant   in   the 
' '-/orps  of  JS^ngineers ;''   in   all   of  whi  h  ainend- 
i^^eots,  together  with  the  said  last  mentioned  bill 
>;|p^'^d  resolu^auD,  ibey  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
jf  House.      '■ 

-^  J  The  Hfuse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
'.^■•yVhole,  orlMiie  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "'An 
k  ict  to  increase  ifie  compensation  of  the  Superin- 
»^Jendents  ot  the  manufactories  of  arms  at  Spring- 
field and  I^arper's  Ferry."  The  bill  was  reported 
i^friihout  aloendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
^•'^ird  lime  to-day. 

'^*   The    Hiiuse  went   into    a    Committee   of  the 
;VVhole,  ot^  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
tcls  organizing  the  office  of  Accountant  of  the 
XJepartnieiit  of  War;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
Vvjherein.  il;^  bill  was  reported  with  amendments; 
which  we-^e  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  orderejl  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime 
jo-raorrowr. 
?I  I    The   H»'>use   went   into   a  Committee  of  the 
^■(Whole,  oi»  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
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ate  to  the  bill  from  this  House,  entiilrd  ''An  act 
for  ihe  relief  of  William  Crawford.  Frederick 
Bates,  and  William  Garrard  ;"  and,  afier  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  reported  their 
concurrence  in  the  said  amendments  ;  which  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate 10  the  bill  from  this  House,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  1816;"  and.  after  some  time  spent  therein 
the  Committee  reported  their  concurrence  in  the 
said  amendment ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

COLLECTION  OF  THE  REVENUE. 

Mr.  Webster  rose,  and  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved,  by  the  i<mate  and  House  of  Rrpretenta- 
lives  of  the  Vnited  States  of  America  in  Congrest 
assembled.  That,  all  duties,  taxes,  imposts,  and  excises, 
laid  or  imposed  by  Government,  ought,  by  the  provis. 
ions  of  the  Constitution,  to  be  uniform  throughout 
the  United  States ;  and  that  no  preference  ought  to 
be  given  or  allowed  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or 
revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  ano- 
ther. 

And  resolved  further,  That  the  revenues  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  collected  and  received  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  Treas- 
ury notes,  or  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared. 

And  resolved  further,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  and  directed 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  to 
cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutcs  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  that  from  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  February  next 
no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sum*  of  money  accru- 
ing or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States  as  afore- 
said, ought  to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  Treasu- 
ry notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  »n 
aforesaid. 

.\lr.  Webster  said,  that  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  once  more 
to  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
and  to  present  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
submitted.  He  had  been  the  more  inclined  to  do 
this  from  an  apprehension  that  the  rejection,  yes- 
terday, of  the  bill  which  had  been  int.'-oduce'J. 
might  be  construed  into  an  abandonment,  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  of  all  hope  of  remedying  the 
existing  evil.  He  had  had,  it  was  true,  some  ob- 
jections against  proceeding  by  way  of  bill;  be- 
cause the  case  wa:*  not  one  in  which  the  law  was 
deficient,  but  one  m  which  the  execution  of  the 
law  was  deficient.  The  great  object,  however, 
was  to  obtain  a  decision  of  this  and  the  other 
House,  that  the  present  mode  of  receiving  the 
revenue  should  not  be  continued,  and  as  this  might 
be  substantially  effected  by  the  bill,  he  bad  hoped 
that  It  might  pass.     This  hope  had  been  disap- 
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pointed.  The  bill  had  been  rejected.  The 
House  had  put  ils  negative  upon  the  only  propo- 
sition which  had  been  submitted  to  it,  for  correct- 
ing a  stale  of  things,  which  everybody  knows  10 
exut.  in  plain  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
in  open  defiance  of  the  written  letter  of  the  law. 
For  one.  he  could  never  consent  lo  adjourn,  leav- 
ing this  implied  sanction  of  the  House  upon  all 
that  had  taken  place,  and  all  that  might  henalier 
take  place.  He  hoped  not  to  hear  again  that  there 
was  not  now  time  to  act  on  this  question.  If 
other  gentlemen  considered  the  question  as  im- 
portant as  he  did.  they  would  not  forbt-ar  to  act 
upon  it  from  any  desire,  however  strong,  to  bring 
the  session  to  an  early  close. 

The  situation  of  the  country,  said  Mr.  W.,  in 
regard  to  the  collection  of  Jis  revenues,  is  most 
deplorable.  With  a  perfectly  sound  legal  currency, 
the  national  revenues  are  not  collected  in  this 
currency,  but  in  paper  of  various  sort.*,  and  vari- 
ous degrees  of  value.  Tlie  origin  and  progress  of 
this  evil  are  distinctly  known,  but  it  is  not  easy 
to  see  Its  duration  or  its  future  extent,  if  an  ade- 
quate remedy  be  not  soon  found.  Before  the  war. 
the  business  of  the  country  was  conducted  prin- 
cipally by  means  of  the  paper  of  the  different 
State  banks.  As  these  were  in  good  credit,  and 
paid  their  notes  in  gold  and  silver  on  demand,  no 
great  evil  was  experienced  from  the  circulation 
of  their  paper.  Not  being,  however, a  part  of  the 
legal  money  of  the  country,  it  could  noi.  by  law, 
be  received  in  the  payment  of  duties,  taxes  or 
other  debts  to  Government.  But  being  payable, 
and  hitherto  regularly  paid,  on  demand,  the  col- 
lectors and  agents  of  Government  had  generally 
received  it  as  cash  ;  it  had  been  deposited  as  cash 
in  the  banks  which  received  thedeposites  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  from  them  it  had  been  drawn  as 
cash,  and  paid  off  to  creditors  of  the  public. 

During  the  war,  this  slate  of  things  changed. 
Many  of  ihe  banks  bad  been  induced  to  make 
loans  to  a  very  great  amount  to  Government. 
These  loans  were  made  by  an  issue  of  their  own 
btUs.  This  proceeding  threw  into  circulation  an 
immense  quantity  of  bank  paper,  in  no  degree  cor- 
responding With  the  mercantile  business  of  the 
country,  and  resting  on  nothing  for  ils  payment 
and  redemption  but  the  Grovernment  stocks, 
which  were  holden  by  the  banks.  The  conse- 
quence immediately  followed,  wtiich  it  would  be 
inaputing  a  great  degree  of  blindness  both  to  the 
Gk>vernmeut  and  to  the  banks  to  suggest  iliat  ihey 
bad  not  foreseen.  The  excess  of  paper  which 
was  found  everywhere,  created  alarm.  Demands 
began  to  be  made  on  the  banks,  and  they  all 
slopped  payment.  No  contrivance  to  get  money, 
without  inconvenience  to  the  people,  ever  had  a 
shorter  course  of  experiment,  or  a  more  unet]uiv- 
ocal  termination.  The  depreciation  of  bank  notes 
was  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  neglect  or 
refusal  on  the  part  of  those  who  issued  ihern  10 
pay  them.  It  took  place  immediately,  and  has 
continued,  with  occasional  fiuciuaiion  in  the  de- 
gree of  depression,  to  the  present  moment.  What 
still  further  increases  the  evil  is,  that  this  bank 
oaper  being  the  issue  of  very  many  different  in- 
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stitotions.  situated  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

and  possessing  different  degrees  of  credit,  the  de- 
preciation has  not  been,  and  is  not  now,  uniform 
throughout  the  United  Slates.  It  is  not  the  same 
at  Baltimore  as  at  Philadelphia  ;  nor  the  same  at 
Philadelphia  as  at  New  York.  In  New  England 
the  banks  have  not  stopped  payment  m  specie, 
and  of  course  their  paper  has  not  been  depressed 
at  all.  But  the  notes  of  banks  which  have  ceased 
to  pay  specie,  have,  nevertheless,  been,  and  still 
are,  received  for  duties  and  taxes,  in  the  places 
where  such  banks  exist.  The  consequence  of  al! 
(his  is,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  pay 
their  duties  and  taxes  in  currencies  of  different 
values  in  different  places.  In  other  words,  taxes 
and  duties  are  higher  in  some  places  than  they 
are  in  others,  by  as  much  as  the  value  of  gold  and 
silver  is  greater  than  the  value  of  the  several  de- 
scriptions of  bank  paper  which  are  received  by 
Government.  This  difference,  in  relation  to  the 
paper  of  the  District  in  which  we  now  are.  is 
twenty  five  per  cent.;  taxes  and  duties,  therefore, 
collected  in  Massachusetts,  are  one  quarter  higher 
than  the  taxes  and  duties  which  are  collected,  by 
virtue  of  the  same  laws,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  Government,  it  is 
certain  that  all  dutie.s,  taxes,  and  excises,  ought 
to  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States  ;  and 
ihat  no  preference  should  be  given,  by  any  regu- 
lation of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the  pons  of  one 
Slate  over  those  of  another.     This  Constitutional 
provision,    it    is  obvious,    is    flagrantly   violated. 
Duties   and    taxes  are    not    uniform.     They  are 
higher  in  some  places  than  in  others.     A  citizen 
of  New  England  pays  his  tax  in  gold  and  silver, 
or  their  equivalent.     From  tiis  hand  the  collec- 
tor will  not  receive,  and  is  instructed  by  Govern- 
ment not  to  receive,  the  notes  of  ihe  banks  which 
do  not  pay   their  notes  on  demand,  and    which 
notes  he  could  obtain  twenty  or  n^eniy-five  per 
cent,  cheaper   than    that   which  is  demanded  of 
him      Yet  a  citizen  of  tlie  Middle  States  pays 
his  taxes  in  these   notes  at  par.     Can  a  greater 
injustice  than  this  be  conceived  ?     Can  Consti- 
tutional provisions  be  disregarded  in  a  more  es- 
sential point  ?     Commercial  preferences  also  are 
given,  which,  if  they  could  be  continued,  would 
be  sufficient  to  annihilate  the  commerce  of  some 
citiesandsome  States,  while  they  would extrenaely 
promote  the  others.     The  importing  merchant  at 
Boston  pays  the  duties  upon  his  goods,  either  id 
specie  or  cash  notes,  which  are  at  least  twenty 
per  cent.,  or  in  Treasury  notes,  which  are  ten  per 
cent,  more  valuable  than   the  notes    which  are 
paid  for  duties,  at  par.  by  the  importing  merchant 
at  Baltimore.     Surely  this  is  not  to  be  endured. 
Such  monstrous  tnequaliiy  and  injustice  are  not 
to    be    tolerated.     Since  the   commencement  of 
this  course  of  things,  it  can  be  shown,  that  the 
people  of  the  Northern  Slates  have  paid  a  million 
of  dollars  more  than  iheir  just  proportion  of  the 
public    burdens.      A  similar   inequality,  though 
son.ewhal    less   in  degree,  has  fallen  upon    ih« 
States  south  of  the  Potomac,  in  which  die  paper 
in  circulation,  although  not  equivalent  to  specie,  is 
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Mrel  of  higher  value  than  the  bank  notes  of  this 
wpistrict,  P,Iaryland.  and  the  Middle  Stales. 
P  ;  But  it  ii  not  merely  the  inequality  and  injustice 
i.)f  this  sy|tera,  if  system  it  may  be  called — if  not 
J  rather  tht»  want  of  all  system — which  call  for  re- 
S  Jorm.  It^hrows  the  whole  revenue  into  derange- 
.  ifnent,  an'  endless  confusion.  It  prevents  the 
'  J  possibility  of  order,  method,  or  certainty,  in  the 
*^cublic  receipts  or  disbursements.  This  mass  of 
^<f  ilepressed' paper,  thrown  out  at  first  io  loans  to 
^  *ccoraraoflate  Government,  has  done  little  less 
^khan  to  embarrass  and  distress  Government.  It 
*v}san  hard>\r  be  said  to  circulate,  but  it  lies  in  the 
^fcbannel  (\f  circulation,  and  chokes  it  up  by  its 
yfjbulk  and  ^its  sluggishness.  In  a  great  portion 
Vpf  the  coiiitry,  the  dues  to  Government  are  not 
,^|paid,  or  ale  paid  badly  ;  and  in  an  equal  portion 
^f  the  coi|ntry  the  public  creditors  are  nut  paid, 
fC*'^)r  are  pa^  badly. 

'^  It  IS  qi^ite  clear,  that,  by  the  statute,  all  duties 
i-  l^nd  taxe.  are  required  to  be  paid  m  the  legal 
f^^  money  ofiihe  United  States, or  in  Treasury  notes, 
,y  ngreeably  to  recent  provisions.  It  is  just  as  clear, 
^^bat  the  (dw  has  been  disregarded,  and  that  the 
^^otes  of  Kanks  of  an  hundred  different  descrip- 
^  lions,  anc>«  almoiit  as  many  different  valuer,  have 
V«been  rect^ved.  and  still  are  received  where  the 
V«laluie  reji'juires  legal  money  or  Treasury  notes  to 
vj)e  paid,   r' 

^^  In  thesi  circumstance.-.  I  cannot  persuade  my- 
!^  iself  that  Congress  will  adjourn  without  attempl- 

•  jngsomerjiing  by  way  of  remedy.     In  my  opinion. 

•  •  no  greater  evil  has  threatened  us.  Nothing  can 
''^raore  endjioger,  either  the  existence  and  preserva- 

/  tion  of  ih*-  [)ublic  revenue,  or  tlie  security  of  pri- 
>  ,Taie  proptrty,  than  the  consequences  which  are 

•  -to  be  apprehended  from  the  present  course  ol 
»^  'things,  ifjthey  be  not  arrested  by  a  timely  and  an 
*cf  jeffeciual  j^inierference.     Let  gentlemen    consider 

-V,  Jwhat  witi  probably  happen,  if  Congress  should 
^i  'rise  without  the  adoption  of  any  measure  on  the 
^  jsubject.   J 

^  t  Virginia,  having  passed  a  law  for  compelling 
^^  ithe  banki  in  that  State  to  limit  the  circulation  of 
^  X.lheir  pa^'^r  and  resume  specie  payments  by  the 
J ^Autumnjwill,  doubtless,  repeal  it.  The  States 
Jvfurther  i\  the  South  will  probably  fall  into  a 
«  ^similar  relaxation,  for  it  is  bardly  to  be  expected 
^^tbat  the^t  will  have  firmness  and  perseverance 
.,    enough  t-,)  persist  in   their  present  most   prudent 

J 'and  conimendal<le  course,  without  the  counte- 
nance ofihe  General  Government. 
'^1  If,  in  biddition  to  these  events,  an  abandonment 
fc^<4of  the  w/^olesome  system  which  has  thus  far  pre- 
V^)  vailed  in' the  Northern  Star.es,  or  any  relaxation 
5;'  of  that  s'.siem,  should  take  place,  the  Government 
^  ,  is  in  danjerof  falling  in  to  a  condition  from  which 
w  it  can  hjrdly  be  ex})ecied  to  extricate  itself  for 
S  twenty  ^ears,  if  indeed  it  shall  ever  be  able  to  ex- 
V.  tricatf  ifS-ell.  and  if  that  siaie  of  things,  instead  of 
J  being  ci;anged  by  the  Government,  shall  not 
J     change  i,^e  Government. 

*■  j  It  IS  o\ir  business  to  foresee  this  danger,  and  to 
^  ;  a»oid  it.>  There  are  some  political  evil.s  which 
A  ^  tre  see**as  soon  as  they  are  danaerous,  and  which 
J,'  %\mm  aifooce  as  well  the  people  a:>  the  Govern- 
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raent.  Wars  and  invasions,  therefore,  are  not  al- 
ways the  most  certain  destroyers  of  national  pros- 
perity. They  come  in  no  questionable  shape. 
I'hey  announce  their  own  approach,  and  the  gen- 
eral safety  is  preserved  by  the  general  alirm.  Not 
so  with  the  evils  of  a  debased  coin,  a  depreciated 
paper  currency,  or  a  depressed  and  falling  public 
credit.  No  so  with  the  plausible  and  insidious 
mischief  of  a  paper  money  system.  These  in- 
sinuate themselves  in  the  shape  of  facilities,  ac- 
commodation, and  relief.  They  hold  out  the 
most  fallacious  hope  of  an  easier  payment  of  debts, 
and  a  lighter  burden  of  taxation.  It  is  easy  for  a 
portion  of  the  people  to  imagine  that  Government 
may  properly  continue  to  receive  depreciated 
paper,  because  they  have  received  it,  and  because 
It  is  more  convenient  to  obtain  it  than  to  obtain 
other  paper,  or  specie.  But  on  these  iubjecls  it 
is,  tl.at  Government  ought  to  exercise  its  own 
peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  is  supposed  to 
possess,  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat 
more  of  foresight  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  in- 
dividuals. It  IS  bound  to  foresee  the  evil  before 
every  man  feels  it,  and  to  take  all  necessary  mea- 
sures to  guard  against  it.  alihnugh  they  may  be 
measures  attended  with  some  difficulty  and  not 
without  temporary  inconvenience.  In  my  humble 
judgment  the  evil  demands  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  Congre>s.  It  \%  not  certain,  and  in  my 
opinion  not  probable,  that  it  will  ever  cure  itself. 
It  is  more  likely  to  grow  by  indulgence,  while 
the  remedy  which  must  in  the  end  be  applied, 
will  become  less  effacacious  by  delay. 

The  only  power  which  the  General  Govern- 
ment possesse.v  of  restraining  the  issues  of  the 
State  banks,  is  to  reluse  their  notes  in  the  receipts 
of  the  Treasury.  This  power  it  can  exercise  now, 
or  at  least  it  can  provide  now  for  exerci-ing  in 
reasonable  time,  because  the  currency  of  some 
part  of  the  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  is 
not  universal.  If  it  should  become  universal, 
who,  ttiai  hesitates  now,  will  then  pro|>ose  any 
adequate  mt  ans  of  relief?  If  a  measure,  like 
the  bill  of  yesterday,  or  the  resolutions  of  today, 
can  hardly  pass  here  now,  what  hope  is  there 
that  any  efficient  measure  will  be  adopted  here- 
after ? 

The  conduct  of  the  Treasury  Department  in 
receiving  the  notes  of  the  banks,  after  they  had 
su-pended  payment,  might  or  might  not  have 
been  excused  by  the  necessity  of  the  case.  That 
is  not  now  the  subject  of  inquiry.  I  wish  such 
inquiry  had  been  instituted.  It  ought  to  have 
been  ;  it  is  of  dangerous  consequence  to  permit 
plain  omissions  to  execute  the  law  to  pass  off, 
under  any  circura-*iances,  without  inquiry,  it 
would  probably  be  easier  to  prove  that  tlie  Trea- 
sury must  have  continued  to  receive  such  notes, 
or  that  all  payments  to  Government  would  have 
been  su.-pended,  than  it  would  be  tojuAtify  the 
previous  uegutiatioii  of  great  loans  at  the  l>ankM, 
which  was  a  voluntary  transaction,  induced  by 
no  particular  necessity,  and  which  is  nevertheless, 
beyond  doubt,  the  principal  cause  of  their  present 
condition.  But  I  have  expressed  my  belief  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  now   repeat  the 
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it  was  the  duty,  and  in  the  power  ( constitutioaal.  illegal,  and  dangeroos  ingredlenti 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  on   the  return    are  mixed,  ought  not  to  exist, 
of  peace,  to  have  returned  to  the  legal  and  proper  \      It  has  been  said  that  these  resolutions  may  be 
mode  of  collecting  the  revenue.     The   paper  of    construed  into  a  justification  of  the  past  conduct 


the  banks  rose,  on  that  occasion,  almost  to  an 
equality  with  specie;  that  was  the  favorable  mo- 
ment. The  banks  in  which  the  public  money 
was  deposited  ought  to  have  been  induced  to  lead 
the  way,  by  the  sale  of  their  Government  stocks, 
and  other  measures  calculated  to  bring  about, 
moderately  and  gradually,  but  regularly  and  cer- 


of  the  Treasury  Department.  Such  an  objection 
has  been  anticipated.  It  was  made, in  my  opinion, 
with  much  more  justice  to  the  bill  rejected  yes- 
terday, and  a  provision  was  accordingly  subse- 
quently introduced  into  that  bill  to  exclude  such 
an  inference.  This  is  certainly  not  the  time 
to   express   any   justification    or   approbation  of 


lainly,  a  restoration  of  the  former  and  only  .safe  |  the  conduct  of  that   Department  on  this  subject, 


state  of  things.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted,  that  the 
influence  of  the  Treasury  could  have  effected  all 
this.  If  not,  it  could  have  witiidrawn  the  depo- 
sites  and  the  countenance  of  Government  from 
institutions,  which,  against  all  rule  and  propriety, 
were  holding  great  sums  in  Government  stocks, 
and  making  enormou.>  profits  from  the  circulation 
of  iheirown  dishonored  paper.  That  which  was 
most  wanted,  was  the  designation  of  a  time,  for 
the  corresponding  operation  of  banks  in  different 


and  I  trust  these  resolutions  do  not  imply  it. 
Nor  do  the  re.solutions  propose  to  express  any 
censure.  A  sufficient  reason  for  declining  to  do 
either  is,  that  the  facts  are  not  sufficiently  known. 
What  loss  has  actually  happened,  what  amoant 
(it  is  said  to  be  large)  may  be  now  in  the  Treasury, 
in  notes  which  will  not  now  pas*,  or  under  what 
circumstances  these  were  received,  is  not  now  suf- 
ficiently ascertained. 

But   before  these   resolutions  are  rejected,  on 


places.  This  could  have  been  made  by  the  Head  !  the  ground  that  they  may  shield  the''Treasury 
of  the  Treasury,  better  than  by  anybody  or  every-  Department  from  responsibility,  it  ought  to  be 
body  else.     But  the  occa-ion  was  suffered  to  pass  |  clearly  shown  that  they  are  capable  of  receiving 


by  unimproved,  and   the  credit  of  the  banks  soon 
fell  again,  when  it  wai  found   iht-y  used  none  of 
the  means  which  the  opportunity  gave  themselves 
for  enabling  them  to  lulfil  their  engagements. 
As  to  any  power  of  compulsion  to  be  exercised 


such  a  construction.  The  mere  passing  of  any 
resolution  cannot  have  that  effect.  A  declaration 
of  what  ought  to  be  done,  does  not  necessarily 
imply  any  sanction  of  what  has  been  done.  It 
may  sometimes  imply  the  contrary.     These  reso- 


over  the  State  banks,  they  are  not  subject  to  the  i  lutions  cannot  be  made  to  imply  any  more  than 

I  ^  .  this,  that  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country  are 

in  such  a  condition    that  the  revenue  cannot  be 
instantly  collected  in  legal  currency.     This  they 


direct  control  of  the  General  Government.  It  is 
for  the  State  auihoritifs  whicii  created  them  to 
decide,  whether  they  haveacied  according  to  their 


charters,  and,  if  not.  what  shall  be  the  remedy  for  i  do  imply,  and  this  I  suppose  almost  all  admit  to 


their  irregularities.  But.  from  such  of  them  as 
continued  to  receive  the  deposite  of  public  money, 
Government  had  a  right  loexpect  that  they  would 
conduct  their  concerns  according  to  the  safe  and 
well  known  principles  which  should  properly 
govern  such  institutions.  And  this  Government 
has  in  all  cases  a  right  to  protect  its  own  revenues, 
and  to  guard  them  against  defalcation  by  bad  or 
depreciated  paper.  It  is  bound  also  to  collect  its 
taxes  of  the  people  on  a  uniform  system.  These 
rights  and  these  duties  are  too  important  to  be 
surrendered  to  the  accommodation  of  any  partic- 
ular interest  or  temporary  purpose. 

The  resolutions  before  the  House  take  no  notice 
of  the  State  banks.  They  express  neither  praise 
nor  censure  of  them.  They  neither  commend 
them  lor  their  patriotism  in  the  loans  made  to 
Government,  nor  propose  to  tax  them  for  their 
neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  their  debts.  They  as- 
suuie  no  power  of  interfering  with  these  institu- 
tions. They  say  not  one  word  about  compelling 
them  to  resume  their  payments;  they  leave  that 
to  the  consideration  of  the  banks  themselves,  or 
of  those  who  have  a  rigiit  toca'l  them  to  account 
for  any  misconduct  in  that  respect.  But  the  res- 
olutions declare  that  taxes  ought  to  be  equal ; 
that  preferences  ought  not  to  be  given;  that  the 
revenues  of  the  country  ought  not  to  be  dimin- 
ished in  amount,  nor  hazarded  altogether  by  the 
receipt  of  varying  and  uncertain  paper ;  and  that 
the  present  slate  of  things,  in  which  all  these  un- 


be  true.  An  instantaneous  execution  of  the  law, 
without  warning  or  notice,  could,  in  my  opinion, 
produce  nothing,  in  a  portion  of  the  country,  bat 
an  entire  suspension  of  payments. 

But  to  whose  fault  it  is  owing  that  the  affairs 
of  the  country  are  reduced  to  this  condition,  they 
do  not  declare.  Ttiey  do  not  prevent,  or  io  any 
degree  embarrass,  future  inquiry  on  that  subject. 
They  speak  to  the  fact,  that  the  finances  are  de- 
ranged. They  say  also  that  reformation,  though 
It  must  be  gradual,  ought  to  be  immediately  be- 
gun, and  to  be  carried  to  perfection  in  the  shortest 
time  practicable.  They^anoot,  by  any  fair  con- 
struction, be  made  to  express  the  approbation  of 
Congres>  on  the  past  conduct  of  any  high  officer 
of  Government ;  and  if  the  time  shall  ever  come, 
when  this  House  shall  deem  investigation  neces- 
sary, it  must  be  a  case  of  very  unpromising  as- 
pect, and  ot  most  fearful  i>sue,  which  shall  afford 
no  other  hope  of  escape  than  by  setting  up  these 
resolutions  by  way  of  bar  to  an  inquiry. 

Nor  is  it  any  objection  to  this  measure  that 
inquiry  has  not  first  been  had.  Two  duties  may 
be  supposed  to  have  rested  on  the  House:  the 
one,  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  evil,  if  it 
needed  inquiry,  and  the  other  to  find  and  apply  a 
remedy.  Because  one  of  these  duties  has  not 
hitherto  been  discharged,  is  no  reason  why  the 
other  should  be  longer  neglected.  While  we  are 
deciding  which  to  do  first,  the  time  of  the  session 
u  going  by  us,  and  neither  may  be  done,    la  the 
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eaD 


uvai>  public  mischiefs,  of  unknown  magni- 
JiLde  and  1*10810018616  duration,  threaten  the  coun- 
vtjy.     I  see'tno  equivalent,  no  consolation,  no  miti- 
''«»iion,furithese  evils,  in  the  future  responsibility 
Let  gentlemen   show   me  any 
h   will  not  be  a  uarae  and  a 
when  we  meet  here  again,  it  shall 


;j2aiion,  iur«nese  evi 

f-3f  departr^'^cnis.     L 

'  i^spoDsibi^iy  whicl 

J  Rockery.  .  If,  when 

"^^e  found  i,-iat  all  the  barriers  which  havehiiherio, 

>  ^  any  degree,  restrained  the  eoii&jions  of  a  naere 

•  ^aoer  moiev  of  the  worst  sort  have  g\ 


•.^ape 


iven  way, 


I'ond  that  l^e  floods  have  broken  in  upon  us  and 

'  rtome  ovei  us;  if  it  shall  be  found  thai  the  reve- 
;  .  i^ues  have^ailed— that  the  public  credit,  now  a 
'^^  little  propred  and  supported  by  a  state  of  peace 
**  and  commerce,  has  again  tottered  and  fallen  to 
.;  5  j^be  grounci,  and  that  all  the  operations  of  Qov- 
;  it,rnraent  at.e  at  a  stand,  what  then  will  be  the 
"  v^alue  of  tlte  responsibility  of  departments?  How 

♦great  then  the  value  of  inquiry,  when  the  evil  is 
irijjast  prev4aiion — when  officers  may  have  gone 
■'■cut  of  plale,  and   when,  indeed,  the  whole  Ad- 

^tininisiratu  n    wjU   necessarily   be  dissolving,  by 

'tjhe  expiration  "of  the  term   for  which  the  Chief 

91  j^xecuiive;  Magistrate  was  chosen  ! 

i  :  I  cannci  consent  to  take  the  chance  of  the 
ijreaieai  public  mischiefs  upon  a  reliance  on  any 

vyich  responsibility.     The  stakes  are  too  unequal. 

'^  \  As  to  ii\e  opinion  advanced  by  some,  that  the 

r(Jbject  of  jhe  resolution  cannot,  in  any   way,  be 

*  answered-.-that  the  revenues  cannot  be  collected. 
**atherwise  jhan   as  they  are  now.  in  the  paper  of 

.'l^ny  and  ev^ry  banking  association  which  chooses 
'  f  li)  issue  pajier,  it  cannot  for  a  moment  be  admit- 
JJtjfd.     This!would  be  at  once  giving  up  the  Gov 

♦  ti-Qraent  ;  for  what  is  Government  without  reve 


will  not  be  borne  without  complaint,  if,  by  mis- 
management in  collection,  their  utility  to  Gov- 
ernment should  be  lost,  and  they  should  get  into 
the  Treasury  at  last  only  in  discredited  and  use- 
less paper. 

A  bank  of  thirty-five  millions  has  been  created 
for  the  professed  purpose  of  correcting  the  evils 
of  our  circulation,  and  facilitating  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  Government.  1  am  not  so 
sanguine  in  the  hope  of  great  benefit  from  this 
measure  as  others  are.  But  the  Treasury  is  also 
authorized  to  i^sue  twenty-five  millions  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  eighteen  or  twenty  millions-of  which 
remain  yet  to  be  issued,  and  which  are  also  al- 
lowed by  law  to  be  received  for  duties  and  taxeb. 
In  addition  to  these  is  the  coin  which  is  in  the 
country,  and  which  is  sure  to  come  forth  into 
circulation  whenever  there  is  a  demand  for  it. 
These  means,  if  wisely  and  skilfully  adiuinistered, 
are  sufficient  to  prevent  any  particular  pressure 
or  great  inconvenience,  in  returning  to  the  legal 
mode  of  collecting  the  revenue.  It  is  true  it  may 
be  easier  for  the  people  in  the  Stales  in  which  a 
depreciated  paper  exists  to  pay  their  taxes  in 
such  paper,  thau  in  the  legal  currency  or  Treas- 
ury notes,  because  they  can  get  it  cheaper.  But 
this  is  only  saying  that  it  is  easier  to  pay  a  small 
tax  than  to  pay  a  larger  one,  or  that  money  costs 
more  ihan  that  which  is  le.s>  valuable  than  money  : 
a  proposition  not  to  be  disputed.  But  a  medium 
of  payment,  convenient  for  the  people  and  safe 
for  the  Government,  will  be  furnished,  and  may 
everywhere  be  obtained  for  a  rtasonable  price. 
This  IS  all  that  can  justly  be  expected  of  Coq- 
gress.     Having   provided  this,  they   ought  to  re- 


sidue, and  wliat  is  a   revenue    that    is  gathered  to-  I  quire  all  parts  of  the  country   to  conform  to  the 
rjjieiher   in  jhe  varying,  fluctuating,   discredited,    same  measure  of  ju.stice.     If  taxes  be  not  neces- 


\ 


epreciatetj,  and  still  falling  promis.'^ory  notes  of 

two  or   lh;ee    hundred    distinct,  and.  as  to  this 

(jrovernmeat.   irresponsible  banking  companies? 

^IT  It  cannoi  collect  its  revenues  in  a  better  man- 

^aer  than  l^is,  it  must  cease  to  be  a  Government. 

^be  thing  iherefore  is  to  be  done;  at  any  rate  it 

>i»to  beailwrapted.     That  it  will  be  accomplished 

i>y  the  Trwasury  Department,  without  the  inler- 

f^rence  of  ,Cougre>s,  I   have  no   belief.     If  from 

/4tiat  sourci)  no  relorraalion  came,  when  reforma- 

;    i''ion  was  e>sy,  it  is  not  now  to  be  expected.     Es- 

i  ^necially  aljer  the  vote  of  yesterday,  those  whose 

i  4i^ier«si   lis  is   to   continue  the   present  state  of 

*  f^iiiing?,  wii  arm  themselves  with  the  authority  of 
I  ^(^^oogress. ;  They  will  justify  themselves  by  the 
i  "^tiecuion  o*ihis  House.  They  will  say.  and  say 
■'  .' iVuly,  ihati  this  House,  having  taken  up  the  sub- 
I  >^  jcetand  d^cus^ed  it,  lias  not  thought  fit  so  much 
'  ^4*  '0  declj^e  that  it  i>  expedient  ever  to  relieve 
'  2(5ie  counir;^  or  its  revenues  from  a  paper  money 
>  Cistern.  Whoever  believes  that  the  Treasury 
i  r  Pepartme^ii  will  oppose  this  tide,  aided,  as  it  will 

*  8»  |e.  by  slrc^g  feeling  and  great  interest,  has  more 
j*iiiih  in  lh»\t  Department  than  has  fallen  to  my 

^  5  lot.  It  is  {he  dufy  of  this  House  to  interfere  with 
\  jL  ^Is  0^1  n  aiAhoriiy.  Having  taxed  the  people  with 
\  ^1  po  light  hjind,  it  is  now  its  duty  to  take  care  that 
:  ^  ihe  peopl^  do  not  sustain  these  burdens  in  vain. 
,  *J  JThe  taxeiiare  not  borne  without  feeling.     They 


sary,they  >hould  not  be  laid.  If  laid,  they  ought 
to  be  collected   without  preference  or  partiality. 

But  while  some  gentlemen  oppose  the  resolu- 
tions because  they  fix  a  day  too  near,  others  think 
they  fix  a  day  too  distant.  In  my  own  judgmeol, 
it  is  not  so  material  what  the  time  is,  as  it  is  to 
fix  a  time.  The  great  object  is  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion, that  our  legal  currency  is  to  be  preserved, 
and  that  we  are  not  about  to  embark  on  the  ocean 
of  paper  money.  The  Slate  banks,  if  they  con- 
i  suit  their  own  interest,  or  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity, will  dispose  of  their  Goverumeui  stocks, 
and  prepare  themselves  to  redeem  their  paper 
and  fulfil  their  coniracis.  If  they  should  not 
adopt  this  course,  there  will  be  time  for  the  peo- 
ple to  be  informed  that  the  paper  of  such  institu- 
tions will  not  answer  the  demands  of  Govern- 
ment, and  that  dunes  and  taxes  must  be  paid  in 
the  manner  provided  by  law. 

I  cannot  say,  indeed,  that  this  measure  will 
ceiidinly  produce  the  desired  end.  Ii  may  lail. 
Its  success,  as  is  obvious,  must  essentially  depend 
on  the  course  pursued  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. But  lis  tendency,  I  think,  must  be  lo  pro- 
duce good.  It  will,  I  hope,  be  a  proof  that  Con- 
gress IS  not  regardless  of  its  duty.  It  will  be 
evidence  that  this  great  subject  has  not  passed 
without  notice.  It  will  record  our  determination 
to  resist   the  introduction  of  a  most  destructive 
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and  miserable  policy  into  our  system,  and  if 
there  be  any  sanction  or  authority  la  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  law  ;  if  there  be  any  regard  for 
justice  and  equality  ;  if  there  be  any  care  for  the 
national  revenue,  or  any  concern  for  the  public 
interest,  letgentlemen  consider  whether  they  will 
relinquish  their  seats  here,  before  this  or  some 
other  measure  be  adopted. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded,  Mr.  Lewis 
moved  that  the  resolutions  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

A  debate  of  much  length  and  no  little  warmth 
followed,  occupying,  in  a  great  degree,  the  ground 
taken  on  the  bill  on  the  same  subject,  which  was 
yesterday  rejected — the  friends  of  the  resolutions 
urging  the  necessity  of  some  legislative  act  in  a 
matter  so  deeply  interesting  to  the  public  weal; 
the  alarming  consequences  which  might  and 
probably  would  follow  from  adjourning,  without 
doing  something  on  the  subject;  and  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  majority  yesterday  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  but  accidentally  absent  when  the  question 
Was  decided:  and  the  opponents  of  the  measure 
protesting  against  it,  as  well  from  its  objectiona- 
ble nature  as  against  attempting  it,  when  there 
were  so  few  members  remaining;  and  after  the 
question  had  been  decided  by  the  House,  in  the 
rejection  of  the  bill  yesterday.  The  gentlemen 
who  spoke  against  postponement,  and  in  favor  of 
the  resjlutions,  were  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Gbos- 
VENOR.  Alexander,  MotiELLY,  Pickeri:^o,  Lyon, 
CuLPEPBR,  GoLDSBOROUGH,  Hardin,  and  Sbef- 
tky;  those  who  opposed  the  resolutions  were 
Messrs.  Lewisj,  Smith,  of  Maryland. and  Wright. 

At  the  close  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Lewis  with- 
drew his  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  Webster,  after  observing  that  it  was  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  gentlemen  friendly 
to  the  general  object  of  the  resolutions,  but  averse 
to  the  adoption  of  the  two  first,  withdrew  those 
two. 

Mr.  Calhoun  proposed  to  amend  the  remain- 
ing resolution  by  extending  iis  provisions  to  the 
notes  of  all  banks  which  should,  at  the  time  spe- 
cified therein,  pay  their  notes  in  specie  on  demand. 

Mr.  Webster  saw  no  necessity  for  this  amend- 
ment, and  It  would  be  better,  he  thought,  to  leave 
it  for  a  Treasury  regulation.  It  might  happen 
that  a  bank,  pretending  to  pay  specie,  might  send 
its  notes  to  a  great  distance,  where,  if  they  were 
oflered  in  payment,  it  would  be  impossible  to  as- 
certain whether  they  were  redeemable  with  spe- 
cie or  not. 

Mr.  Calhoun  agreed  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary, because  ihe  Treasury  had  already  exercised 
the  power,  and  it  might  very  well  be  left  with 
the  Secretary  still ;  but  he  had  oflered  the  amend- 
ment to  meet  the  wishes  of  other  gentlemen. 
As,  however,  it  was  objected  to,  he  would  not 
pre.ss  it,  and  therefore  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  S.M1TH,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  "first  0*"  February,"  and  insert  the  "first  of 
March."     Negatived — ayes  52,  noes  53. 

Mr.  Pickens,  after  some  introductory  remarks, 
off'ered  the  following  amendment: 

"  All  banks  and  banking  institution;,  whose  notes 


may  haw  been  received  in  the  collection  of  Uxm  or 
other  dues  in  behalf  of  the  United  State*  to  pay  the 
sam«  notes  in  gold  or  silver,  or  m  Treasury  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ed- 
wards, Calhoun,  and  Milnor,  ana  supported  at 
some  length  by  Mr.  Pickens,  and  negatived  by 
a  large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  who  remarked  that 
a  few  days  would  be  of  much  importance  to  the 
banks  in  preparing  for  the  payment  of  their  notes, 
the  "twentieth"  was  inserted  instead  of  the  first 
of  February. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  the  followine  clause  after 
the  word  '-declared."  in  the  eleventh  line  of  the 
third  resolution  : 

**  Or  any  notes  of  any  banks  which  have  been  or 
which  shall  hrreaflcr  be  paid  by  the  United  States  for 
any  debt  due,  or  demand  by  the  said  United  Statea." 

Mr.  Edwards  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment, if  the  mover  would  designate  the  mode  by 
which  the  notes  paid  away  by  the  Government 
could  be  identified.  Without  that,  the  amend- 
ment would  be  useless. 

Mr.  Wright  replied,  that  it  would  be  very  easy 
to  ascertain  the  notes  so  paid  by  marking  them 
in  a  way  to  be  identified,  and  that  that  difficulty 
could  be  Veadily  obviated.  He  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  which  were  re- 
fused ;  and  the  amendment  was  rejected  almost 
unanimously. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOHOi'GH  then  moved  to  insert  the 
following  words  after  the  word  "  necessary,"  in 
the  fourth  line  of  the  third  resolution,  so  as  to  read 

"  Such  measures  as  be  may  deem  necessary,  to  pay 
all  claims  against  the  United  States  in  legal  money,  or 
such  Treasury  notes  a^  may  hereafter  be  acceptable  to 
the  parties  having  such  claims  against  the  United 
States." 

This  motion  produced  a  good  deal  of  discus- 
sion, in  which  Messrs.  Ingham.  Pitkin,  Cady, 
and  Webster,  opposed  the  amendment;  and 
Messrs.  Goldsborough  and  Wright  advocated 
It.  Mr.  W.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  which  were  again  refused;  and  the 
amendment  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  resolution  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  79,  nays  35,  as  follows  : 

Vkas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Baaselt,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Cadj, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Con- 
dict,  Creighton,  Culpeper.  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Ed- 
wards, Forney,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Griffin,  Gzoe- 
venor.  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes.  Hendernon,  Herbert, 
Huger,  Hungcrford,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  I.angdon,  Love,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mayrant,  McKee, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Middlelon,  Moseley,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Noyes, 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rugglea,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Sheffey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Vose, 
Ward  of  New  Vork,  Webster,  Wilcox,  Willoughby, 
and  Woodward. 
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;    •  JNats — Wastre.   Archer,    Bunnell.    BpIU,    Birdsall, 

;^^»ook»,  Bryjin,  Caldw<;ll,  Clayton,  Clendeniiin,  Clop- 

■  f  t(»n.  Cooper* Crawford,  Darlington,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hei»- 

sf  ^i,  Irwin  oj  Pennsylvania,  Lewis,  Lyie,  Milnor,  Pick- 

**^»8,   Roane  J  Koot,  Savnge,  Southard,   Tate,  Throop, 

*'^Xfard  of  Mi|»«athu8elU,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  WUIiaras, 

ithomas  W.^son,  William  Wilson,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

^j' The  res  Jution  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
■ir^ne  to  dav,  and  was  f 
jjpd  passed^yea"^  71,  n 

lyiis 

*iry,   Breckinridge,   Brown,    Cady,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
n.  Chsppill,  Cillcy,  Condict.  Creiphton,  Culpcper, 
thbert,  D|venport,  Edwards,  Forney.  Gaston,  Golds- 
rough,  GiBsvenor,   Hale,  Hawes.   Henderson,  Her- 
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ered   to  be  read  a 
forthwith  read  a  third  time 
yea"^  / 1,  nays  34.  as  follows: 
\^ssTi.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baer,  Boss,  Brad- 
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rt.  Huger.jHunserford.  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
hnion  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Love,  I.ovett, 
wndcs,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mayrant,  McKee, 
!|-^cLean  of  ]|^entucky,  Middlelon,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
rginia,  Newton,  Noyes.  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
'leacinls,  F^cJ,  Reynolds,  Rugglcs,  Schenck,  Sharpe, 
Aeffey,  Sm,:h  of  Maryland,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart, 
i, urges,  Tai.'gart,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tel- 
ir,  Tucker,  Vosc,  Webuler,  Wilcox,  and  Willoughby. 
Nats — V^^-ssrs.  Archer,  Bennett,  Birdsall,  Brooks, 
$  7an,  Cald|»ell,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Cloplon,  Craw- 
*i«wd,  Darlin<)ton.  hahn.  Hall,  Heister,  liwin  of  Pa., 
.fewis,  Lyle^'  .Milnor,  Pickens,  Randolph,  Roane,  Root, 
l|ivage,  Southard,  Tate,  Throop,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
,#U,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson, 
■jvl'illiam   WJlson,   Wright,  and  Yates. 

%} Ordered i  Thai  the  title  be  "a  resolution  rela- 
liire  to  the  fDore  efleciual  colleciioD  of  the  public 
44'^enue."   * 


:j|  I  i     Saturday,  April  27. 

•  ^♦Orckreci.' That  the  Comntiittee   on  the  Public 
■   i-Bnds  be  d|sc!jarged  from  a  further  consideration 

•  ^'i  '^'^  several  petitions  and  documents  referred 

•  fN'^^™'  ^^V*  upon  which  they  have  not  reported, 

•  Jijd  thai  ihp  said  petitions  and  documents  lie  on 
.  ^\  e  table,    f 

^    I    Mr.  Roti'.RTSOif  submitted  the  fcllowinfr  prop- 
'^  iiion  to  -s^end  the  Standing  Rules  and  Orders 
*  jp  ■  the  Hoi^e ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
V)  1  the  lab^. 

'  I  I  i2«o/t;«f,'That,  at  the  commencement  of  any  future 

•  'Jssion  of  (.K^ngresn,  a  standing  committee  be  appoint- 
r*    *«*.  consistiip  of  seven  members,  to  be  denominated 

»;•  •'♦he  Comn«rtlee  on  Private  Land  Claims,"  whose  duty 

•t  ii*  shall  be  t.*  take  into  consideration  all  private  claims 

'.*'«^  land  whi^h  may  be  referred  to  them,  or  shall  or  may 

*c»me  m  quislion,  and  to  report  their  opinion  there- 

.  vjpon,  logoiier  with  such  propositions  for  relief  therein, 

^•a  to  them  jball  t>eem  expedient. 

i"  *^  «  Orderei^  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 


•..'  -rievoluiioXary  Claims  be  discharged  from  a  fur- 
>  iuer  consi  jeraiion  of  the  several  petitions  to  the  in 
jr  jirferred,  a|;d  upon  which  they  have  not  reported. 
r  >i^d  that  tie 
•.    ;  I  Orderec[ 


in 

ported 
e  said  petitions  lie  on  the  table. 
Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
it|e  discharged  from  S4  "urther  consideration  of  the 
:    Jneveral  su  jecls  to  thetn  referred,  and  upon  which 
'*  i'Jhey  have  not  reported,  and  that  ibe  same  be  laid 
he  tab  e. 
The  Si^xAKCR   laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter 


i% 


'■I 

9 


In  it 
Tl 


from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  enclo«ing^ 
sundry  documents  explanatory,  and  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  that  branch  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Colonel 
JamesThomas.latea  Deputy  Q,uartermaster  Gen- 
eral in  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  increase  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  allow 
him  compensation  for  his  agency  in  countersign- 
ing and  issuing  Treasury  notes,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  "authori/ing 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  employ  a 
skilful  assistant  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers,"  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-day.  The  resolution  was  read  a  third  time  ac- 
cordingly, and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "concerning  the  owners, oflScers,  and  crew 
of  the  late  privateer  Roger,"  were  read,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  ''making  an  appropriation  for  enclosing 
and  improving  the  public  square  near  the  Capi- 
tol," and  to  abolish  the  office  of  Commissioners  of 
the  Public  Buildings,  and  of  Superintendent,  and 
for  the  appointment  of  one  Commissioner  for  the 
Public  Buildings,  being  under  consideration,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chappell.  that  the  said 
bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Chappell, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Grosvenor  and  Mr.  Cal- 
HOCN,  and  negatived  almost  unanimously.  The 
said  amendments  were  then  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  to  establish  post  roads  were  read  and  con- 
curred in, except  the  third  amendment,  which  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  Hou«e. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  ilie  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  making  a  temporary  provision  for 
the  clerks  employed  in  their  offices,"  were  read, 
and  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  auiendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  '"for  the  confirmation  of  claims  to  land  in 
the  western  district  of  Louisiana,"  were  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  Hou«e. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
resolution  'to  indemnify  Jabtr  Mowry  and  oth- 
ers." were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  -'for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin,  Samuel  and 
William  Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  jr."  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain,"  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole 
to-day. 
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The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "fur  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the 
Uoiieil  Stales,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "authorizing  the  Jodgesof  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  prepare  a  code  of 
jurisprudence  lor  the  said  District,"  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow 
drawbacks  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sugar 
refined  uilhin  the  United  Stales."  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  ihe  Senate  "  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  superintendents  of  the  manufac- 
tories of  arms  at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry," 
was  read  the  third  tirne,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  settling  the  com- 
pensation of  ihe  commissioners,  clerk,  and  trans- 
lator, (if  the  board  of  land  claims,  in  the  Eastern 
and  Western  districts  of  ihe  Territory  of  Orleans, 
now  Stale  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  resolution  fixing 
the  lime  lor  an  adjournment  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  with  an  amendment,  in  whicli 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House  ;  and  lliey 
insist  on  their  amendments  to  the  bill  "  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representalives.  and  : 
making  a  temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  in  ] 
their  offices." 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
between  ihe  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  concluded  at  Washington  the 
22J  day  of  March,  1816,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "supplementary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  organizing  the  office  of  Accountant  of 
the  War  Depariment."  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  "An  act  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury 
and  War  Departments,  passed  ihe  bth  day  of  May. 
1792." 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
resolution  fixing  the  tune  for  an  adjournment  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  was  read,  and  is 
asfjllows:  Strikeout  ••  Saturday  the  20ih,"  and 
insert  "Tuesday  the  30ih." 

Hesolced,  That  this  House  agree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"  fixing  the  compensation  of  ihe  Secreiary  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  ol'  Represent- 
atives, and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
clerks  in  llieir  offices."     Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  the  first  and  third,  and  do  recede 
from  iheir  di:>agreement  to  the  second  of  the  said 
amendments. 

Ordered.,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 


bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  certain  claims 

for  the  services  of  the  miliiia,  and  ihat  the  said 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Ordered.  That  the  engrossed  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  act  to  encourage  vaccination,  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  lo-day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  cf  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  President's  Message  of 
the  20(h  January  last,  recommending  the  ratifi- 
cation of  certain  donations  of  land  made  by  the 
friendly  Creek  Indians  to  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son, Colonel  Benjamin  Hawkins,  and  others,  and 
that  the  said  report  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the 
relief  of  John  Holkar.  formerly  Consul  General 
of  France  to  the  United  States;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chappell  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely  ;  which  was  nega- 
tived, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
lime  to-day.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  lime 
accordingly  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  when  ihe  House  adjourns,  it 
adjojrn  to  meet  again  on  Monday  next,  at  11 
o'clock. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  whom  is  committed,  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  to  lease  out  public 
lands  containing  mines  of  the  precious  metals, 
and  the  bill  to  establish  a  National  University,  be 
discharged  I'rom  a  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  that  the  said  bills  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Ordered.  That  tht^  Comraiitee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  ifuriher  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  payment  to  the  widow  of  El  bridge 
Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vice  President  of  ihe  United 
Slates,  of  half  of  such  salary  as  would  have  been 
payable  to  him  during  the  residue  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  had  he  so  long  lived  ;  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  unchartered  bank 
notes  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  the  bill  to 
extend  the  patent  granted  to  Andrew  Law  for  an 
improvement  in  priming  music  ;  the  bill  to  appro- 
priate the  marriage  license  tax  within  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  the 
bill  providing  for  reprinting  the  collection  of 
land  laws  ;  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  upon  ihe  petition  of  Elisha  Talbotl, 
and  others ;  and  of  ihe  report  oi  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue 
and  that  the  said  bills  and  reports  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  en  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  concern- 
ing the  annual  sum  appropriated  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  militia;"  and  after  some  lime  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  to-day.  It 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
The  House'resolved  itseh"  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  10  establish  the  office  of 
Accountant  in    the   Department  of  Slate;  and 
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^..Uer  someitime  spent  ihereiu.the  bill  was  reported 

««ilh  an  ai-^iendnaent,  and  ordered  to  be  postponed 

Jiiidefinitel|. 

,  ir  I  Ordered,  That  the   Comnaittee  of  ibe  Whole 

I  £l|e  discliai1;ed  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 

3li'*l'll  establShing  the  Patent  Office  ;  providing  the 

«  pf^neans  of  ^jrther  encouragement  to  "authors and 

I )  ventors,^  and  guarding  oiore  effectually  against 

i  auds   anTi    impositions  by  patentees;  and  that 

He  said  b'il  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Amess.T^efrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

I  lat  the  fcvenate  further  insist  on  their  tirst  and 

tpird  ameidmenis  to  the  bill  ''  fixing  the  cumpen- 

4ition  of  t'le  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 

y(|f  the  Hoiise  of  Representatives,  and  making  a 

^-iA^'mporary|provision   for  the  clerks  employed  in 

leir  officej>,"and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  sub- 

ct  matiei    of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 

(ouses  Uf*jn  the  said  amendment,  to  which  con- 

"|rence  th|;y  have  appointed  managers  on  their 

J  J  The  Ho^se  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  roes- 
w^ge :  wht  eupon, 

3  /iesolveii.  That  this  House  further  insist  on 
il^eir  disagjeeing  to  thesaid  first  and  third  amend- 
%iyents.  andi  agree  to  the  conference  asked  by  the 
^^enate.      | 

-!^  .  Orderti^  That  the   Committee  of  the  Whole 

^  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 

\>\i\  from  t<ie  Senate  "for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

Jijpresenlatlves    of   Ignace   Chalmet  Delino,  de- 

*;(?ased,"  and    that  the  said   bill  be   pustponei  in- 

Iffinitely.  [ 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole 


The  amendments  were  reported  to  the  House 
when  Mr.  Hardin  moved  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill.     After  some  debate,  this  motion 
was  negatived  by  a  large  majority ;  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


•fill 


Order ed\  That 

discharaed  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 

from  tlje  Senate  "  for  adjusting  the  claims  to 

ajad  and  e>^ablishing  a  land  office  for  the  districts 

f^  lands  ly;jag  east  of  the  .Mississippi  river  and 
land  of  lyew  Orleans,"  and  that  the  said  bill  be 
tetponed  lodefiniiely. 

•  1  j  ;        VACCINATION. 

f  .The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
;  ^^  Whole  j)n  the  bill  supplementary  io  an  act  to 
i   Aricourage  faccination. 

»  ^.  (Mr. Convict  introduced  an  amendment, enjoin- 
•■  1^^  it  as  a  duty  on  the  Secretaries  of  the  War 
j  ^[«d  Navy  Departments,  to  cause  all  the  soldiers 
\  Jr:d  seamen  forthwith  to  be  vaccinated,  who 
j  at|j»uld  not  I'urnish  proof  of  having  had  small  pox, 
f  j-i"  the  vaccCJe  disease.  In  support  of  this  motion! 
\  .vjr.  C.  stattij,  that  the  small  pox  broke  out  among 
{  >h«  crew  of  the  Guerriere  at  Naples  ;  twelve  had 
I  |hee  disease.;four  of  whom  died.  During  the  same 
i  »;riiise.  a  ca$e  of  small  pox  occurred  on  board  the 
I  MP^Dgress  fjigate  on  the  9th  of  October.  1815,  the 
\  lifection  having  probably  been  received  at  Mal- 
i  »i^.  which  J)lace  the  ship  left  the  25th  September. 

•  yie  crew  i|as  miistered  on  the  17th  and  eighty- 
>:  I — J,  of  whom  sixty-seven  had 

lese  facts,  Mr,  C.  presumed 


Tie  crew  if  as  miistered 
lie  persons''inocu!ated,  o 
^il  disease.'    From  thesi 


^i^  House  -i'ould  see  the  utility  of  the  proposed 
4ifendment 

JThe  amecdment  was  agreed  to  ;  as  well  as  one 
^t^red   also*  by  Mr.  C.  to  extend  the  duration  of 
act  to  saren  instead  o[  three  years. 
> 
1 

i 


Monday,  April  29. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration 
of  the  several  subjects  to  them  referred,  and  upon 
which  they  hare  not  reported. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Robertson,  on  the  27th 
instant,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  which  being  again 
read,  was  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows : 

Rfsolvfd,  That  at  the  commencement  of  each  fu- 
ture session  of  Congrem,  a  standing  committee  b«  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  five  members,  to  be  denominated 
"  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claima,"  whose  dotj 
it  shall  be  to  take  into  consideration  all  claims  to  land, 
which  may  be  referred  to  them,  or  shall,  or  m«y  come 
in  question,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon,  to- 
gether with  such  propoifitiunii  for  relief  therein,  as  to 
them  shall  seem  expedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tuomas  Wilson. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Ex- 
penditures be  discharged  from  a  further  consid- 
eration of  the  letter  and  documents  of  General 
Willidra  Henry  Harrison,  and  that  the  same,  to- 
gether with  the  communication*  and  docuinenls 
presented  to  the  committee,  on  the  same  subject, 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  he 
be  instructed  to  report  thereon  to  this  House  at 
their  next  session. 

A  mes.sage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this 
House  "  to  allow  drawback  of  duties  on 
distilled  and  sugar  refined  within  the 
Slates,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Chaplains  of  Congrew,"  io 
which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
And  they  insist  upon  their  first  and  third  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  from  this  Hou-e,  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the  clerks 
employed  in  their  offices,  with  the  amendment 
recommended  by  the  Managers  at  the  conference 
OQ  that  subject. 

Mr.  Hardin,  from  the  .Managers  at  the  confer- 
ence OQ  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses, 
upon  the  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  making  a  temporary  pro- 
vision for  the  clerks  employed  in  their  offices, 
reported  that  the  conferees  recommended — 

'•  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede 
Irom  their  disagreement  to  the  first  and  third 
amendments,  and  that  the  bill  be  further  amend- 
ed by  inserting  after  the  word  'effect,'  m  the  last 
line  thereof,  the  following  words  :  'And  continue 
in  force  for  two  years." 
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The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
report  and  amendment ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  this  House  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  first  and  third  amend- 
ments, with  the  amendment  to  the  bill  recom- 
mended by  the  conferees. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ''  to  allow  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled and  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States." 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  the  Chaplains  of  Congress,"  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  H.  Peaslee.  Nathan  B.  Haswell.  and  Rus- 
sell Jones  ;  and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  con- 
cerning the  library  of  Congress,  be  discharged 
from  a  further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the 
said  bills  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  commu- 
nicating certain  information  called  for  respecting 
the  number  of  American  prisoners  at  Dartmoor, 
which  had  been  impressed,  dc-cj  which,  with  the 
documenLs,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  encour- 
age vaccination,  which  was  under  consideration 
at  the  time  of  adjournment  on  Saturday,  was 
taken  up. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  bill  be  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

The  postponement  was  supported  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster and  Mr.  Pickering  on  various  grounds, 
unconnected  with  any  view  of  obstructing  the 
dissemination  of  the  vaccine  matter;  the  want 
of  time  to  deliberate  on  the  provisions  of  the 
bill ;  the  doubt  whether  Congress  could  consti- 
tutionally appropriate  money  for  such  purposes, 
dec.  The  postponement  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Wright  and  Condict.  who  replied  to  the  sentle- 
men  above  named  ;  after  which  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  indefinitely  postponed — 
ayes  49.  noes  48. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  [from  $2,400  to  83,000.]  and  to 
compensate  him  for  signing  Treasury  notes, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House! 
in  which  the  allowance  for  signing  Treasury 
notes,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  stricken 
out.  The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment, 
and  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading;  which 
was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate  "to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Au- 
drain;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  reported  their  agreement  to  the  said 
amendment. —  The  amendment  was  then  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  "  to  allow  drawback  of  duties 
CD  spirits  distilled  and  sugar   refined  within  the 


United  States;"  and  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
"fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Chaplains  of 
Congress;"  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  reported  their  agreement  to  the 
said  amendment,  as  also  the  said  bill  without 
amendment. — The  amendment  was  then  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  "fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Chaplains  of  Congress,"  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day.  The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bills  from  the 
Senate,  "for  the  relief  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John 
Dennis."  and  "providing  for  the  publication  of 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;"  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence 
and  others,  merchants  of  New  York."  and  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  respecting  the  re- 
mains of  the  late  General  George  Washington, 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  there- 
of, and  that  the  said  bills  and  report  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Pickering  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sition of  amendment  to  fhe  standing  rules  and  or- 
ders of  the  House;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table : 

Rtsohed,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  House: 

1.  .^11  standing  committees,  except  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  shall  consist  each  of  fire  mem- 
bers, and  no  member  shall  be  put  on  more  than  one 
standing  committee  at  the  same  time. 

2.  Of  the  journals  of  the  House  printed  from  day  to 
day  while  Congress  is  in  session,  ten  copies  only  shall 
be  delivered  in  sheets,  and  these  shall  be  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Clerk. 

3.  Daily,  while  the  House  is  in  sesiiioQ,  the  post  of- 
fice attached  to  it  shall  be  and  continue  shut. 

POST  OFFICE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Cclpeper,  after  expressing  his  desire  that 
the  House  would  go  into  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  pronounce  some  opinion  upon  if,  moved 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  repori  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  into  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the 
General  Post  Office,  that  the  same  might  be 
brought  at  once  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Root  suggested  the  propriety  of  referring 
the  subject  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  would  investigate  the  report,  the  evidence, 
dec,  and  do  justice  to  the  parties  concerned. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  opposed  this  course.  The  Post- 
master General  had  asked  o(  the  House  the  in- 
vestigation, which  had  in  part  been  acted  on,  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  prosecute  the  in- 
quiry. It  was  his  misfortune  to  know  a  great 
deal  of  this  affair,  and  he  wished  it  taken  up  in 
this  House,  that  it  might  be  amply  developed  and 
fully  acted  on. 

Mr.  McKee  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  propri- 
ety of  taking  up  the  subject,  unconnected  with 
the  merits  of  the  case.  He  adverted  to  a  fact 
which  had  come  to  his  knowledge — the  dismissal 
of  some  of  the  clerks  from  the  Post  Office  ;  and 
he  should  be  glad  to  learn  whether  that  had  been 
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{lone  in  «)Ons«quence  of  any  facts  they  had  dis- 
closed, or  whether  it  appeared  to  the  commiitee 
Kbat  ihoiie  men  possessed  any  evidence  which 
Iheir  disSiissal  might  be  intended  to  prevent. 
'  Mr.  Wright.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  a  little 
j^arprised- at  the  present  effort  of  the  honorable 
jgenilemin  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Culpeper) 
ko  btingjup  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
jGeneral  j;>ost  Office,  after  the  honorable  chairman 
•of  that  C(!)mmittee  has  gone  home  with  leave,  and 
ja  week  a^'ier  this  House  has  sent  their  resolution 
po  the  Swiate  to  adjourn — especially  when  it  i«  a 
Ifaci  of  notoriety,  that  the  honorable  chairman  of 
;lbat  committee  had  made  several  abortive  efforts 
jlo  take  yp  that  report.  There  mu^t  be  some 
Jsecret  sp-'jng  to  tins  untimely  attempt  to  take  up 
't  subject  of  so  much  moment.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
imanner  that  this  subject  was  brought  before  this 
'House,  si^  highly  honorable  to  the  head  of  that 
•Deparin^'nt,  tests  the  feelings  of  that  highly  hon- 
lorable  ouicer,  that  the  character  of  that  office 
{should  lit  only  be  pure,  but  unsuspected.  He 
therefore?  sought  the  investigation,  which  has 
;eventuat<fd  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
iBvideoce.-<of  the  facts,  wl»ch  will  show  that  they 
.were  not^of  an  order  to  induce  an  unkind  suspi- 
!cion  of  a  ly  impurity  in  any  of  the  officers  in  the 
Jestablishfcent,  unless  in  the  malcontents,  who,  by 
Uheir  ind<rections  and  false  clamors,  have  evinced 
'a  disposijion  to  undermine  their  superiors,  and 
{thereby  ypin  a  grade  for  themselves — but  who,  by 
jthis  timely  inquiry,  have  been  disappointed,  and, 
^or  their'false  clamor,  have  been  themselves  re- 
".moved.  i  heard  with  pleasure  the  remarks  of  the 
honorablt;  Messrs.  Creighton,  Pickering,  and 
iFoRNEY,!raembers  of  the  committee,  going  all 
lengths  1^)  testify  their  sense  of  the  correct  con- 
duct of  tKe  officers  complained  of.  They  charge 
JKlr.  Bradley  with  being  a  contractor  to  carry  the 
imail  by  ^contract  with  the  Postmaster  General, 
^Ir.  Grar^er,  although  Mr.  Bradley  declined  such 
h  coparlrjrship,  but  by  the  express  approbation 
^f  Mr.  Grranger.  They  charge  that,  after  that 
Contract  *ras  clo.^ed,  the  compensation  was  greatly 
Sncreasecf  by  an  additional  article,  but  on  inquiry 
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III  isfouni,  that  the  same  additional  article  of  com- 
'pensaiioq  contained  an  extension  of  the  route 
ibeyond  Hhe  additional  compens  ilion.  They 
icharge,  ajso,  that  Mr.  Bradley  caused  the  moneys 
jpaid  int(i  the  Post  Office,  to  be  deposited  in  a 
Ibank,  to  which  he  had  been  chosen  president. 
|Sir,  the  oonorable  selection  ol  that  gentleman  to 
*;be  the  president  of  a  bank,  is  strong  evidence  of 
(the  inieglity  of  his  character;  and,  sir,  if  the  money 
»of  the  piiblic  wore  necessarily  to  be  deposited  in 
Jsorae  baijk  for  safe-keeping,  and  for  the  facility 
.(of  disburleraeni,  can  any  man  be  of  opinion  thai 
iihey  woijld  not  be  as  safe  there,  under  ihe  double 
'responsi'iility  of  the  officer  who  was  to  direct  the 
'deposited  as  well  as  the  disbursements?  And, 
isir.  if  any  profit  could  arise  to  the  officer  at  the 
jhead  of  >5ie  bank,  can  it  be  an  objection  withany 
honorabS;  man,  that  he  should  be  exclud'.-d  from 
i  that  benc^t,  because  he  was  high  in  the  confidence 
jof  the  edition,  where,  it  is  well  known,  he  had 
?  long  bee^  a  perfect  drudger?     And.  sir.  it  is  well 

I    I 


known  that  the  Post  Office  deposiies  were  always 
made  in  that  bank,  and  long  before  the  selection 
of  Mr.  Bradley  to  be  the  president — and  would 
any  man  feel  disposed  to  remove  the  deposites, 
because  Mr.  Bradley  was  put  at  the  head  of  that 
bank  ? 

Mr.  Grosvenor  thought,  if  the  Postnaaster  Gen- 
eral, after  asking  the  investigation,  had  discharged 
clerks  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  remainder  of 
the  clerks  from  giving  testimony,  it  was  a  high 
contempt  of  this  House,  and  deserved  its  severe 
animadversion.  He  did  not  know  such  was  the 
fact — he  had  no  evidence  of  it  but  common  report. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  this  was 
a  subject  in  the  estimation  of  the  member  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Cf  li'eper)  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  arrest  all  other  business  before  the 
House.  It  i^  a  little  astonishing,  said  Mr.  J.,  that 
a  member,  impressed  with  this  importance,  and 
which  he  would  not  deny,  should  make  huch  a 
motion  one  day  onlv  previnus  to  ili»»  close  of  the 
session,  when  the  House  had  bei-re  it  a  great 
number  of  bills,  which  it  was  indispensable  to  be 
acted  upon  ;  not  only  this,  but  to  make  the  motion 
the  day  the  chairman  had  left  Congress,  and  not 
the  chairman  only,  but  other  members — one  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Bahbocr,)  who  was  anxious  to 
have  the  subject  before  the  House,  but  which  the 
House,  on  several  occasions,  had  refused,  or  ne- 
glected if  you  will,  to  take  into  consideration. 
Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  equally  anxious  that  the  sub- 
ject should  be  investigated  ;  yes,  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated ;.  for  he  never  had  been  placed  in  a 
situation  where  he  was  afraid  to  accuse  or  acquit 
any  person,  if  it  became  his  duty  to  do  so.  To 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  he  said,  he  would  vote  to  rescind  the 
joint  resolution  of  adjournment,  if  the  proposition 
was  made  ;  for  no  member  could  believe  that  jus- 
tice could  be  done  to  either  party,  in  so  short  a 
time,  if  the  subject  was  so  important.  Mr.  J.  said, 
that  he  wa<  very  glad  to  find  that  the  honorable 
mover  knew  so  much.  Did  he  know  more  than 
the  committee  of  investigation?  If  so,  how? 
Did  the  committee  refuse  testimony,  or  did  ihey 
suppress  any  important  fact  ?  Mr.  J.  wished  to 
ask  each  member  of  the  committee  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  wanted  to  know  if  the  committee 
agreed  to  the  report  unanimously,  or  was  the 
committee  divided  ?  These  were  inquiries  he 
should  make;  and  if  the  member  from  North 
Cdrolina  knew  more  than  tlieconimittee,  he  would 
inquire  from  what  source  he  obtained  his  infor- 
mation, and  why  such  infurmatiun  was  withheld 
from  the  committee  ?  But  at  this  time  these  in- 
quiries could  not  be  made  of  all  the  committee, 
because  one-half  had  left  (he  city. 

ll  this  matter  was  not  brought  forward,  whose 
fault  was  it?  It  was  in  the  power  of  any  mem- 
ber to  make  a  motion  at  any  time,  that  would 
have  involved  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
report.  Those  very  members  were  to  blame, 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  course  the  chair- 
man pursued  in  calling  up  the  report,  when  the 
Speaker  read  the  order  ot  the  day  on  that  sub- 
ject;    for   to  bis   knowledge    the  chairman  had 
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called  it  twice,  and  on  neither  occasion  would 

the  House  take  up  the  subject — and  he  presumed 
because  the  more  pressing  concerns  of  the  nation 
were  before  the   House,     if  that  was  the  reason, 
or  whatever  reason,  it  is  iraf>ossible,  said  Mr.  J., 
that  justice  can  be  done  lo  the  parties  concerned, 
at  this  time  ;  nor  cuuld  members  express  their 
sentiments,  which  he  was  desirous  to  do.  at  the 
close  of  the  session.     This  view  alone  would  pre- 
vent him  from  voting  to  take  up  the  subject  now. 
Some  observations  had  been  made  in  relation  lo 
three  of  the  clerks  being  dismissed.     Mr.  J.  said, 
if  the  necessity  existed  for  such  dismissal,  he  re- 
gretted that   necessity.     If  they  were  dismissed 
without  necessity,  he  would  still  more  regret  llie 
circumstance,  because,  deserved  or  not,  the  dis- 
missed clerks  would,  no  doubt,  feel  il  in  relation  to 
their  avocations.     But.  Mr.  J.  said,  who  was  the 
judge  on  this  occasion?     Who  had  the  power  of 
appointing  clerks  in  the  various  Executive  offices, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  Government  ?    Was  it 
Congress,  or  the  Heads  of  Departments  ?    Would 
it  be  proper  for  Congress  to  appoint  the  various 
clerks?    If  so,  they  would  then  have  the  right  to 
dismiss.     Have  we  ever  had  an  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  the  dismissal  of  any  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment by  the  Executive,  or  tlie  dismissal  of  any 
clerk  by  the  Head  of  a  Department  ?   He  believed 
no  ruch  case  could  be  adduced  ;  of  course,  Mr.  J. 
said,  whether  he  considered  these  clerks  worthy 
of  confidence  or  not,  he  was   not  the  judge  of 
their   continuance  in  employment  ;   it  was  the 
Postmaster  General.     But,  say   gentlemen,  shall 
clerks  be  turned  out   for  giving  evidence  in  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the   Department  to 
which  they  belong  ?     Mr.  J.  said  no,  they  should 
not  be  turned  out  for  speaking  the  truth — but  if 
they  made  false  accusations, it  was  with  the  Head 
of  the  Department  to  judge  of  their  conduct,  and 
retain  them  or  dismiss  them,  as  he  thought  proper. 
In  saying  this,  Mr.  J.  did  not  intend  to  give  any 
opinion  on  the  case,  because  the  Speaker  consid- 
ered It  out  of  order;  but  he  wanted  that  oppor- 
tunity, whenever  time  would  admit — nor  did  he 
wish    to  say   anything   to   injure   the  dismissed 
clerk's.    He  did  not  know  them  ;  he  wished  their 
condition  could  have  been  otherwise — he  had  no 
feeling  of  hostility  to   them.     But  it   had    been 
said  that  these  clerks  had   been  dismissed  while 
the  investigation   was  progressing,  and   because 
they  had  made  the  accusations.     Mr.  J.  said,  the 
fact  was  other  wise,  as  to  the  pendency  of  the  inves- 
tigation.    It  was  a  fact  that  the  investigation  was 
closed  previously  to  their  dismissal;  after  their 
dismissal  he  understood    the   clerks  we're  indig- 
nant, and  requested  to  be  brought  before  the  com- 
miti**e  again  ;  they  were  brought   forward,  and 
also  had  access  to  the  Post  Office  books,  and  the 
use  of  other  witnesses,  and  he  understood   that 
the  additional  testimony  had  been  taken  and  re- 
ported  by  the  committee,  and  was   now  before 
the  House. 

In  relation  lo  the  dismissal  of  clerks,  thi?  was 
the  principle  the  House  would  adopt,  that  is  to 
say — the  House  would  inquire  whether  any  im- 
position had  been  practised  to  make  them  conceal 


or  .suppress  the  truth.    If  a  bribe,  or  any  reward 

should  be  offered  to  a  clerk,  or  any  other  witness, 
to  conceal  the  truth,  or  suggest  a  falsehood,  such 
act  being  proven,  would  be  sufficient  to  consign 
such  officers  to  infamy  and  to  dismissal;  or  the 
fact  that  a  clerk  was  threatened  with  dismissal,  if 
he  told  the  truth — such  a  charge,  from  respecta- 
ble authority,  would  demand  examination.  He 
should  vote  for  a  standing  committee  in  the  re- 
cess, or  during  the  session,  either,  to  make  in- 
quiries; but  no  such  fact  had  been  proven,  and 
no  such  suggestion  had  been  made. 

It  had  been  stated  that  the  clerks  told  the  com- 
mittee thai  they  understood  they  were  to  be  dis- 
missed, and  when   dismissed  that  it  had  been  on 
account  of  giving  evidence,  but  it   could  not  be 
on  account  of  any  fact  to  which  they  made  oath  ; 
because,  with  all  their  testimony,  they  had  proved 
nothing  that   ibey  stated  they  could    prove.     So 
says  the   report ;  and  now   we  ask  if  the   com- 
mittee   suppressed   any    fact?      If  not,  then   no 
charge  has  been  proven.     Mr.  J.  said,  that  while 
he  would  at  every  hazard  maintain  bis  independ- 
ence as  a  representative,  he  would  as  obstinately 
oppose  any  interference  with   Executive  duties. 
Indeed,  said   Mr.  J.,  the   dismissal  of  the  clerks 
was  the  very  course  to  make  them   prove  every- 
thing that  could  be  proven  ;  and  we  see.  from  the 
statements  of  members  of  the  committee,  that  it 
had  the  effect  of  a  request  on  the  part  of  the  dis- 
missed clerks  to  be  heard  again  ;  they  were  heard 
again  as  to  the  investigation — therefore,  the  dis- 
missal could   not    have  been  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent them  from  giving  all  the   information   in 
their  power;  and  with  all  that  additional  incen- 
tive not  one   charge  had   been  proven,  unle>s  a 
committee  of  seven  members  have  been  wanting 
in  their  duty.     Nor  had    he   heard  a  sugsestion 
from  any  of  the  commiitee,  that  any  of  the  charges 
had  been  proven.     There  was  one  subject  upon 
which  he  also  wished  to  express  his  views — as  to 
the  deposiies  of  ihe  Post  Office,  and   the  regula- 
tion of  Its  fiscal  concerns.     But  that  was  not  now 
in  order,  and  he  should  say  no  more. 

Mr.  Pickering  Raid,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Grosvenoh)  coo^dered  the  removal 
of  those  clerks  of  the  General  Post  Office  wno 
had  appeared  as  accusers  in  relation  to  the  con- 
duct of  that  Department,  while  thai  conduct  was 
under  investigation  by  the  orders  of  this  House, 
as  a  contem[)i  of  the  House.  On  the  fact  assum- 
ed by  the  gentleman,  his  observation  must  be 
admitted  to  be  correci.  But  before  their  removal 
those  clerks  had  been  themselves  examined,  and 
the  committee  had  for  a  long  time  and  very  pa- 
tiently listened  to  the  statements,  and  summoned 
before  them  every  person  within  their  reach 
whom  the  clerks  or  any  of  them  represented  as 
able  to  give  any  testimony  in  support  of  the  sug- 
geilions.  Towards  the  clo^e  of  the  investigation, 
mose  clerks  discovered  no  abatement  of  zeal,  in 
hunting  for  persons  who  had  exchanged  any 
bank  notes  with  the  persons  accused.  But  most 
or  all  of  these  cases  oc;:urred  prior  lo  the  differ- 
ence in  valueof  ihe  notes  of  different  banks;  and 
for  very  small  sums,  as  twenty  to  fifty,  and  once 
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or  a  hua;ired  dollars.  These  exchanges  appear 
hare  \^et\  raade  to  accommodate  persons  in 
IS  Dislr,ct,  by  sjiving  ihem  District  notes  or  those 
I  ^^arrent  i*.  the  District  in  exchange  for  notes  of 
I  j  flistant  b^.nks.  But  it  did  not  appear  that  these 
*  ■  vxcbange^  were  ever  made  with  public  raooey. 
'J  .  But  wrmterer  naay  be  the  just  construction  of 
:  i  fhe  coDdqkJt  of  the  Post  OflBce  Department,  said 
'  }  Mr.  P.,  inj  dismissing  the  accusing  clerks — they. 
r^  ff  some  x^^  them,  must  certainly  be  deemed  to 
,1  fcave  acieii  in  contempt  of  this  House  ;  while  the 
j  pvesiigaCon  was  going  on.  and  he  believed  almost 


1 


from  itscAmmeiicement.  partial  and  inflammatory 
ilatemeni-.  were  t'urnished  to  the  editors  of  one 
•  jr  more  D-wspapers.  which  were  republished  by 
|^thers.caU-ulated  to  make  improper  and  unfound- 
j  J^  impres^MODson  the  minds  of  all  who  read  them. 
J  <-f  nd  thosi^statemeots,  from  their  nature,  must  be 
';  5i,''«un3ediO  have  been  raade  by  those  clerks,  or 
^'  ;?bme  of  t|-;em. 

j'  J  *  Mr.  GRt)SvE?(OR.  in  reply  to  Mr.  Johnso.'*  said, 
jilif  the  rulfrwas  once  established  that  they  could 
{:Jl^t  inquire  into  such  transactions,  every  officer 
!    17   t^e  Gcvernment  would   set  them  at  defiance. 
|;fE|nd  might  do  injustice  with  impunity.     He  ac- 
•.'♦Woowledgtid  he   knew  of  no  fact  or   evidence  of 
{j  lifnproper  Jtonduct  in   this  afl'air;  but  the  genile- 
v'-ji^an  himsi^lf  had  by  his  arguments  proved  the  ne- 
i   Jo  essay  of  ;eiisting  conduct  such  as  had  been  men- 
.    CtJoned  resj-ecting  the  clerks.     Did  not  the  House 
J    iJ^e  It  was  Jiolding  a  threat  over  the  heads  of  the 
t;  V^maining-clerks  to  prevent   them   from  giving 
|-.  Jtvslimony  ;     If  it  was  a  fact,  it  would  require  the 
'-J^terlerencv  of  the  House.     Admit,  said  Mr.  G.. 
^  Aiiat  you  h^ve  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  dis- 
i  */:»eaon  of  {he  Heads  of  Departments  unless  they 
«  «(Juch  our  i,rivileges,  siili  this  is  a  case  requiring 
I  ♦^e  interference  of  Congress. 
^.?;Mr.  Cr^ighton  said,  notwithstanding  the  ab- 
|.  ih^Dce  of  live  chairman  and  two  of  the  members 
I  -jpfibe  selea  committee,  as  a  member  of  that  com- 
t  jWittee  be  -^lould  be  gratified  that  the  Committee 
;  jii:  the  Wh^le  should  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
IvHiier  coa.siu''*?ratiou  of  the  report,  that  the  subject 
!    ^t^ight  be  b/ought  before  the  House  for  full  exam- 
'^^i-aiion;  btSt  would  have  been  better  pleased  if 
.Itie  House*  had    indulged    the   chairman    in  the 
ri«|ll   made  ^by   him  a  few  days  since  to  go  into 
{ jDtjmraittefr  of  the  Whole  on  the  report,  as  more 
I  3»^*°«  for  dhcuisiun    would   have  been  afl'arded. 
;  g'Jie  comratttee  had  a  laborious  task  to  perform; 
i  Wir  sittings  were  long  and  frequent,  and  many 
\     fitnesses  \Jere   examined.     He   believed  all  the 
:  l'"trks  in  thf  General  Post  Office  were  examined  ; 
i  5j^  books  a;id  papers  stated  by  any  of  the  witnes- 
■A  as  conL-^ning  evidence  relating  to  the  inquiry 
Jre  produ  ed  and  submitted  to  the  clerks  calling 
.,i\i  the  samf,  to  improve  as  evidence ;  the  names 
wtjnany  int»i  viduils  were  furnished  by  the  clerks 
'wiinesse*,   and   in   every  instance   they  were 
.nmoned  nnd    carefully  examined.     Alter  the 
fminatioriwasclosed  three  clerks  in  the  General 
,  ^lhi  Office' were  dismissed,  as    they  afterwards 
\  iji^jrmed    tfte   committee,   and    requested    to    be 
•  'j£»iu  heard^    The  committee,  anxious  to  aflord 
I  ^  fullest  fpportunity,  convened  and  heard  the 

'I 


statements  they  bad  to  make,  and  at  their  instance 
summoned  several  witnesses,  who  attended  and 
testified  before  them.  The  books  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice were  again  produced,  on  the  suggestion  of 
one  of  the  clerks,  which  he  said  contained  import- 
ant testimony,  from  which  no  testimony  was  sub- 
milled  to  the  committee  that  had  not  been  pre- 
viously examined.  A  full  and  fair  opportunity 
was  afforded  to  all  persons,  whether  la  the  char- 
acter of  accusers  or  witnesses  ;  and  the  result  had 
been  presented  to  the  House.  He  should  vote 
lor  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  frem  North  Caro- 
lina, and  even  at  this  late  period  of  the  session 
hoped  the  report  would  be  taken  up  and  acted  on 
by  the  Hoube. 

Mr.  FoRNET  said,  believing  that  the  merit  of 
this  report  was  not  now  properly  under  consider- 
ation, he  should  only  state  in  answer  to  the  in- 
quiries made  by  the  honorable  gentleman   from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  McKke,)  that  the  commiiiee  w«re 
not  in  possession  of  any  facts  relative  to  the  dis- 
missal of  the  clerks   in   the   Post  Office,  except 
what  were  given  by  the  clerks  themselves.     The 
committee  did  not  thiuk  it  their  duty  to  enter 
into  an   investigation  of  the  motives  governing 
the  Postmaster  General  in  dismissing  these  clerks, 
as  he  undoubtedly  had   the  power  to  do  in  thai 
case  as  he  should  think  proper.     Had   the  cotn- 
rniltee  discovered  any  undue  influence  or  tamper- 
ing  with    the    witnesses,    it   was   probable    they 
would  then  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  have 
gone  into  a  more  particular  examination  of  the 
matter.     During    ibis  investigation,   two  of  the 
principal  clerks  in  that  Department  stated  to  ihe 
committee  that   they  were  denied  access  to  the 
books  of  the  office,  by  which  they  could  be  enabled 
to  support  the  charges.     In  consequence  of  this 
staieoieot,   the    books    thought    necessary    were 
demanded    by  the  committee;  the   evidence  re- 
sulting  from    their    luvesligatiou    is    before    the 
House.     Bat  it  is  an  undeniable  fact,  that,  a  ahor 
time  after  the  commencement  of  this  invesliga 
tioo,  these  clerks  stated  that  they  were  removed 
from  the  duties  they  used  to  perform,  and  reduced 
to  do  the  lowest  drudgery  in  the  office.     While 
up,  Mr.   F.  felt  it  his  duty  to  state,  that  he  was 
fully  in  possession  of  the  sentiments  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbook,) 
a  member  of  this  committee,  now  absent,  in  re- 
lation to  this  report— which  Mr.  F.  had  been  re- 
quested to  -state  when  ibis  subject  should  be  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Hall  was  decidedly  of  opinion  wiih  Mr. 
Gbosvknok,  not  thai  the  amount  wa.s  of  conse- 
quence, but  on  principle.  If  the  alleged  conduct 
respecting  the  clerks  was  tolerated,  you  take  away 
all  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments, He  knew  not  that  the  fact  was  as  had 
been  suggested;  but  shall  we  suffer  men,  said 
Mr.  H.  to  be  discharged  fram  their  public  employ- 
ment because  they  were  expected  to  give  evidence 
of  improper  conduct  ?  He  repeated,  he  knew  not 
that  the  fact  was  so;  but  if  it  was,  he  would 
redress  it.  He  inquired  whether  a  certain  piece 
of  evidence  in  his  hands  respecting  the  sale  of  a 
draft  had  been  submitted  to  the  committee. 
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April,  1816. 


Adjournment. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Creighto.v  stated  in  reply,  that  the  cir- 
cumstance referred  to  had  been  the  subject  of  in- 
vestigation, during  the  examination  of  other  tes- 
timony, on  oath. 

Mr.  Culpeper's  motion  was  then  agreed  to; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GRoevENOR,  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  April  30. 

Mr.  Randolph  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Charlotte  county,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be 
transmitted  or  opened  on  Sundays. — Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  first  of  March  last,  to  inquire  into  an  ille- 
gal traffic  in  slaves,  carried  on  through  the  raedi- 
am  of  this  District,  by  persons  in  different  States, 
reported  various  testimony  collected  by  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  course  of  their  investigation  of  the 
subject ;  but  without  other  report  of  facts  or  opin- 
ions. The  documents  containing  the  testimony, 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House  entitled,  "  an  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners," and  the  "resolution  relative  to  the  more 
effectual  collection  of  the  public  revenue,"  with 
amendments  to  each.  They  have  passed  a  bill 
"  making  further  appropriations  for  the  year  1816." 
In  which  bill  and  amendments  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  year  1816," 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  read  a  third 
time  to-day.  The  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  invalid  pension  bill,  striking 
out  the  pensions  to  various  persons  inserted  in 
the  bill  by  this    House.     The  consideration   of 


these  amendments  produced  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion on  the  merits  of  particular  cases.  The 
amendments  were  all  finally  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  resolution 
relative  to  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the 
public  revenue,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House. — Ayes  68,  noes  23. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  resolution  '"  proposing 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  of  the  approaching  recess  of  Congress;  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  each, 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House, 
to  John  Oswald  Dunn,  Elextius  Spalding,  Manly 
A.  Beach,  George  Thomas,  Samuel  Stewart, 
William  Pancost,and  George  Cooper,  the  attend- 
ants of  this  House,  for  their  faithful  services  du- 
ring the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars be  paid  to  James  Claxton,  out  of  the  contin- 
gent funds  of  this  House,  for  his  services  in  the 
post  office  of  this  House;  and  fifty  dollars  to 
James  Barron,  out  of  the  same  fund,  as  an  at- 
tendant. 

The  House  look  up  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  "for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of 
Congress;-'  which  being  read,  was  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  anJ  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Reed 
were  appointed  a  committee  conformably  there- 
to on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  notified  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  legislative 
business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  informed  them  he  had  no  further  com- 
munication to  make. 

The  Speaker  then  rose  and  addres.sed  the 
House  with  some  brief  but  cordial  valedictory 
expressions;  after  which  he  adjourned  the  House 
sine  die. 
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[  F  I  R8T    SESSION.  ] 

C0MPRI8INU  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRESS, AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


SPAIN^PROHIBITION  OF  ILLEGAL  EXPE- 
DITIONS IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A    PROCLAMATION, 

By  thf  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Whereas  ioformalion  has  been  received   that 
sundry  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  or 
residents  within  the  same,  and  especially  withiD 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  are  conspiring  together 
to  begin  and  set  on  foot,  provide,  and  prepare  the 
means  for   a    military    expedition    or   enterprise 
azainst  the  dominions  of  Spain,  with  which  the 
United  Slates  are  happily  at  peace;  that,  for  this 
purpose,  they  are  collecting  arras,  military  stores, 
nro»isions,  vessels,  and  other  means;  and  deceiv- 
ing and  seducing  honest  and   well-meaning  citi- 
zens lo  engage  in   their  unlawful  enterprises  ;  or 
organizing,  officering,  and  arming  themselves  for 
the  .same,  contrary  to  the  laws  in  such  cases  made 
and    provided:     I  have,   therefore,  thought  fit  to 
issue  this  my  proclamation,  warning,  and  enjoin- 
ing all  faithful  citizens  who  have  been  led,  with- 
out due  knowledge  or  consideration,  to  partici- 
pate in  the  said  unlawful  enterprises,  to  withdraw 
irom  the  same  without  delay;  and  commanding 
all  persons  whatsoever  engaged  or  concerned  in 
the  same  to  cease  all  further  proceedings  therein, 
as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 
And  I  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  officers,  civil 
and  military,  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of 
the  Slates  or  Territories,  all  judges,  justices,  and 
other  officers  of  the  peace,  all  military  officers  of 
the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  offi- 
cers of  the  militia,  to  be  vigilant,  each  within  his 
respective  department,  and  according  to  his  func- 
tions, in  searching  out  and   bringing  to  punish- 
ment all  per-'^ons  engaged  or  concerned  in  iuch 
enterprises;  in  seizing  and  detaining,  ^ubject  to 
the   disposition   of  the    law,   all   arms,   military 
stores,  vessels,  or  other  means  provided  or  provid- 
ing for  the  ^ame;  and,  in  general,  in  preventing 
the  carrying  on  such  expedition  or  enterprise,  by 
all  the  lawful  means  within  their  power:  and  1 
require  all  good  and  faithful  citizens  and  others, 
within  the  United  Stales,  to  be  aiding  and  assist- 
ing bereio;  and  especially  in  the  discovery,  ap- 


prehension, and  bringing  to  justice  of  all  such 
offenders;  in  preventing  the  execution  of  their 
unlawful  combinations  or  designs;  and  in  giving 
information  against  them  to  the  proper  authori- 
ties. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  Slates  of  America  to  be 
affixed  to  these  presents,  and  signed  the 
-same  with  ray  hand.  Done  at  the  City 
[l.  8.J  of  Washington,  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  said  United 
Slates  of  America  the  fortieth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
By  the  President: 

James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State. 


ALGIERS. 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  6,  1815.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Staiet  ■ 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration 
and  advice,  as  to  a  ratification,  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  concluded  on  the  30ih 
day  of  June,  1815;  with  a  leiter  relating  lo  the 
same  from  the  American  Commissioners  to  the 
Secretary  of  State, 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washinqton.  Dec.  6.  1815. 


Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  concluded  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  His  Highnets  Omar 
Bathaw,  Dey  of  Algiers. 

Article  1.  There  shall  be,  from  the  concltJ- 
sion  of  this  treaty,  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  univer- 
sal peace  and  friendship  bi-tween  the  President 
and  citizens  of  the  Uniied  States  of  America,  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  Dey  and  subjects  of  the 
Regency  of  Algiers  in  Barbary,  on  the  other, 
made  by  tlie  free  consent  of  both  parties,  and  on 
the  terms  of  the  must  favored  nations:  and  if 
either  party  shall,  hereafter,  grant  to  any  other 
nation  any  particular  favor  or  privilege  in  navi- 
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RekUioru  vitk  Algiers. 


;or|r 


^,t|oQ  or  cor^merce.  it  shall  immedijtely  become 

bAnimon  to  the  other  parly — freely,  wiiea  it  is 

Vriv.iy  grantuJ  to  such  other  nations;  but  when 

s4e|  grant  is  ponditional,  it  !>hall  be  at  the  option 

kA  jhe  contracting  parlies  lo  accept,  alter,  or  re- 

'M«lct  such  co.iditiuns,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 

!/i|owl  conduciye  to  their  respective  interests. 

,\  ^Art.  2.  has  distinctly  understood  between  the 

'^iritracting  narlies,  that  no  tribute,  either  as  bien- 

{ciaf  presents  or  under  any  other  form  or  name 

h>lbatever,  sl^U  ever  be  required  by  the  Dey  and 

pieeency  of  jAlgiers,  from   the  United    States  of 

jAjflsenca.  orijany  pretext  whatever. 

I  c-^RT-  3.  T|he    Dey  of  Algiers   shall  cause   to 

!>b*  ;imraediajely  delivered    up   to   the   American 

-'s^iiadron  noiv  off  Algiers  all  the  American  citi- 

•izjais  now  im  his    possession,  amounting  lo    ten, 

sn^ofe  or  less;  and  all  the  subjects  of  the  Dey  of 

|A!aiers  nowjin  possession  of  the  United  States, 

Jatnpuntiog  t>i  five  hundred,  more  or  less,  shall  be 

idilivered  upjtohira;  the  United   States,  accord 

*  ftL  '0  the  liaj 

i^;ransom   (or 

.>  'Art.  4.  Ai  just  and  full  compensation  shall  be 
I'a^Je  by  thf  Dey  of  Algiers  to  such  citizens  of 
^h  eiUnited  JJitates  as  have  been  captured  and  de- 
'^i  i|ed  by  A*gerine  cruisers,  or  who  have  been 
1t\  ifed  lo  abandon  their  property  in  Algiers,  in 
*v  iiation  of*  the  twenty-second  article  of  ihe 
fjwrtaty  of  Pjace  and  Amity  concluded  between 
r^t^-United  States  and  the  Dey  of  Algiers  on  the 
^6*J  of  Septejnber,  1795. 

^  jf4.nd  It  is  ;|greed  between  the  contracting  par- 
f^w^  that,  in  fieu  of  the  above,  the  Dey  of  Algiers 
ir^si  ijl  cause  io  be  delivered,  forlhwith,  into  the 
ijjhmijds  of  ltie<  American  Consul  residiug  at  Al- 
•^  ejrs,  the  wjiole  of  a  quantity  of  bales  of  cotton 
'**«  f^  by  the  jate  CodsuI  General  of  the  United 
.j^  t^tes  in  th^  public  magazines  in  Algiers;  and 
*Tt  i<|t  he  shal^pay  into  the  hands  of  the  saiii^Con- 
i»  ilitbe  sum  l>(  ten  thousand  Spanish  dollars, 
"3  Art.  5.  I" 


hii  to  the  Images  of  civilized  nations,  requiring 
JD^  ;ransom   (or  the  excess  of  prisoners   in   their 


!iwah   whi 
y!.^(|uld  be 


;^  any  goods  belonging  to  any  nation 
ch,  either  of  the  parties  are  at  war 
It^ded  on  board  vessels  belonging  to 
-f\.t  other  p|riy.  they  shall  pass  free  and  unmo- 
|ly<(ed,  and  i/o  attempts  shall  be  made  to  take  or 
iWijeiin  them.. 
|.  *,  Art.  6.  Ii^any  citizens  or  subjects,  with  their 
|jefT*c[g,  belonging  to  either  party,  shall  be  found 
■liit'board  a  Jinze  vessel  taken  from  an  enemy  by 
;jt%t.*  other  pa^ty.  such  citizens  or  subjects  shall  be 
•^{fvfrated  imfnediaiely ;  and  in  no  case,  or  on  any 
I^'^t'leace  wl^tever,  shall  any  American  cilizen 
rept  ia  ciiptivity  or  confiuemeni,  or  the  prop- 
[IV  of  any  Atnerican  citizen  found  on  board  of 
♦•*:•  vessel  l/elonging  lo  any  other  nation  with 
^\dt|ich  Algitvrs  may  be  at  war  be  detained  from 
»i*.jlawful  ov*ners,alter  the  exhibition  of  sufficient 
il^iiofs  of  American  citizenship  and  of  American 
by  |he  Consul  of  ihe  United  Slates  re- 
Aljiiers. 
.:4Art.  7.  F>oper  passports  shall  immediately  be 
v^v.'en  to  the^vessels  of  both  the  contracting  par- 
.jafcj,  on  condition  that  the  vessels  of  war  belong- 
:v7|^  to  ihe  R'egeocy  of  Algiers,  on  meeting  wiiu 


^iiiots  ot  . 

\Jf  "Perly  I 
>54iiog  at  . 
.!«Art.  7. 


merchant  vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  visit  them  with  more  than  two  persons  besides 
the  rowers;  these  only  shall  be  permitted  to  go 
on  board,  without  first  obtaining  leave  from  the 
commander  of  said  vessel,  who  shall  compare  the 
passport,  and  immediately  permit  I'aid  vessel  to 
proceed  on  her  voyage;  and  should  any  of  the 
subjects  of  Algiers  insult  or  molest  the  com- 
mander, or  any  other  person,  on  board  a  vessel 
so  visited,  or  plunder  any  of  the  property  con- 
tained in  her,  on  complaint  being  made  by  the 
Consul  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Algiers, 
aad  on  his  producing  sufficient  proot  to  substan- 
tiate the  fact,  the  commander  or  rais  of  said  Al- 
gerine  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  as  well  as  the  offend- 
ers, shall  be  punished  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner. 

All  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  on  meeting  a  cruiser  belong- 
ing to  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  or  having  seen 
her  passports  and  certificates  from  the  Consul  of 
ihe  United  States  residing  in  Algiers,  shall  per- 
mit her  to  proceed  on  her  cruise  unmolested,  and 
wilhout  detention.  No  passports  shall  be  granted 
by  either  party  to  any  vessel  but  such  as  are  ab- 
solutely the  property  of  citizens  or  subjects  of 
the  said  contracting  parlies,  on  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Art.  8.  A  cilizen  or  subject  of  either  of  the 
coQiraciing  parlies  having  bought  a  prize  vessel 
condemned  by  the  other  party,  o:  by  any  other 
nation,  the  certificate  of  cundemnalioa  and  bill 
of  sale  shall  be  a  sufficient  passport  for  such  ves- 
sel for  six  months,  which,  considering  the  dis- 
tance between  Ihe  two  countries,  is  no  more  than 
a  reasonable  time  for  her  to  procure  proper  pass- 
ports. 

Art.  9.  Vessels  of  either  of  the  contracting 
parties,  pulling  into  ihe  ports  of  the  other,  and 
having  need  of  provisions  or  other  supplies,  shall 
be  furnished  at  the  market  price;  and  if  any 
such  vessel  should  so  put  in  from  a  distance  at 
sea,  and  have  occasion  to  repair,  she  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  land  and  re-embark  her  cargo,  without 
paying  any  customs  or  duty  whatever  ;  but  in  no 
case  shall  she  be  compelled  to  land  her  cargo. 

Art.  10.  Should  a  vessel  of  either  of  the  coq- 
traciing  parlies  be  cast  on  shore  within  the  terri- 
tories of  the  other,  all  proper  assistance  shall  be 
given  to  her  crew;  no  pillage  shall  be  allowed  ; 
the  property  shall  remain  at  the  disposal  uf  the 
owners;  and,  if  reshipped  on  board  of  any  ves- 
sel for  exportation,  no  customs  or  duties  what- 
ever shall  be  required  to  be  paid  thereon;  and  the 
crew  shall  be  protected  and  succored,  until  they 
can  be  sent  to  their  own  country. 

Art.  11.  If  a  vessel  of  either  of  the  contract- 
iog  parlies  shall  be  attacked  by  an  enemy  withia 
cannon-shot  of  the  forts  of  the  other,  she  shall 
be  protected  as  much  as  possible.  If  she  be  in 
port,  she  shall  not  be  seized  or  attacked,  when  it 
IS  m  the  power  of  the  other  party  to  protect  her; 
and  when  she  proceeds  to  sea,  no  enemy  shall  be 
permitted  to  puisue  her  from  the  same  port  with- 
in twenty-four  hours  after  her  departure. 
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Relationa  vith  Algien. 


Art.  12.  The  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Regency  of  Algiers, 
the  protections  to  be  given  to  merchant?,  masters 
of  vessels,  and  seamen,  the  reciprocal  right.«  of 
establishing  Consuls  in  each  country,  and  the 
privileges,  immunities,  and  jurisdictions  to  be 
enjoyed  by  such  Consuls,  are  declared  to  be  on 
the  same  footing,  in  every  respect,  with  the  most 
favored  nations,  re-peclively. 

Art.  13.  The  Consul  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America  shall  not  be  responsible  for  the  debts 
contracted  by  citizens  of  his  own  nation,  unless 
he  previously  gives  written  obligations  so  to  do. 

Art.  14.  On  a  vessel  or  vessels  of  war  belong- 
ing lo  the  United  States  anchoring  netore  tlie 
city  of  Algiers,  the  Consul  is  to  inform  ihe  Dey 
of  her  arrival,  when  she  shall  receive  the  salutes 
which  are,  by  treaty  or  custom,  given  to  the 
shipsof-wir  of  the  most  favored  nations  on  sim- 
ilar occasions,  and  which  shall  be  returned,  gun 
for  gun  ;  and  if,  after  such  arrival,  so  announced, 
any  Christians,  whatsoever,  captives  in  Algiers, 
make  their  escape  and  take  refuge  on  board  any 
of  the  ships-of-war,  they  shall  not  be  required 
back  again;  nor  shall  the  Consul  of  the  United 
Stales  or  commanders  of  said  ships  be  required 
to  pay  anything  for  the  said  Christians. 

Art.  15.  As  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  has,  in  iiself,  no  character  of 
enmity  against  the  laws,  religion,  or  tranquillity 
of  any  nation  ;  and  as  the  said  Stales  have  never 
entered  into  any  voluntary  war,  or  act  of  hos- 
tility, except  in  defence  of  their  just  rights  on 
the  high  seas,  it  is  declared  by  the  contracting 
parlies,  thai  no  pretext  arising  from  religious 
opinions  shall  ever  produce  an  interruption  ol 
the  harmony  existing  between  the  two  nations; 
and  the  Consuls  and  agents  of  both  nations  fhalt 
have  liberty  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  their  respect- 
ive religions  in  iheirown  houses. 

The  Consuls,  respectively,  shall  have  liberty 
and  personal  security  given  them  to  travel  within 
the  territories  of  each  other,  both  by  land  and 
sea  ;  and  shall  not  be  prevented  from  going  on 
board  any  vessels  they  may  think  proper  to  visit ; 
they  shall  likewise  have  liberty  lo  appoint  their 
own  dragoman  and  broker. 

Art.  16.  In  case  of  any  dispute  arising  from 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty, 
DO  appeal  shall  be  made  to  arms,  nor  shall  war 
be  declared,  on  any  pretext  whatever ;  but,  if  the 
Consul  residing  ai  the  place  where  the  dispute 
shall  happen  shall  not  be  able  to  settle  the  same, 
the  Government  of  that  country  shall  state  their 
grievance  in  writing,  and  transmit  the  same  to 
the  Government  of  the  other  ;  and  the  period  t  f 
three  months  shall  be  allowed  for  answers  to  be 
returned,  during  which  time  no  act  of  hostility 
shall  be  permitted  by  either  [larty  ;  and,  in  case 
the  grievancesare  not  redressed,  and  a  war  should 
be  the  event,  ihe  Consuls  and  citizens  or  subjects 
of  both  parties,  respectively,  shall  be  permitted 
lo  embark  with  iheir  effects  unmolested,  on  board 
of  what  vessel  or  vessels  they  shall  think  proper 
reasonable  lime  being  allowed  for  that  purpose. 

Art.  17.  If,  in  the  course  of  events,  a  war 
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should  break  out  between  the  two  nations,  the 
prisoners  captured  by  either  party  shall  not  be 
made  slaves ;  they  shall  not  be  forced  lo  hard 
labor,  or  other  confinement  than  such  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  their  safekeeping,  and  shall 
be  exchanged  rank  for  rank;  and  it  is  agreed 
that  prisonersshall  be  exchanged  in  twelvemonths 
after  their  capture;  and  the  exchange  may  be 
effected  by  any  private  individual  legally  author- 
ized by  either  of  the  parties. 

Art.  18.  If  any  of  the  Barbary  Slates,  or 
other  Powers  at  war  with  the  United  States, 
shall  capture  any  American  vessel  and  send  her 
inio  any  port  of  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  they 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  sell  her,  but  shall  be 
forced  lo  depart  the  port  on  procuring  the  requi- 
site supply  of  provisions  ;  but  the  vessels  of  war 
of  the  United  States,  with  any  prizes  they  may 
capture  from  their  enemies,  shall  have  liberty  to 
frequent  the  ports  of  Algiers  for  refreshments  of 
any  kinds,  and  to  sell  such  prizes  in  the  said 
ports,  without  any  other  customs  or  duties  than 
such  as  are  customary  on  ordinary  commercial 
importations. 

Art.  19.  If  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  persons  under  iheir  protection, 
shall  have  any  disputes  with  each  other,  the 
Consul  shall  decide  between  the  parties  ;  and 
whenever  the  Consul  shall  require  any  aid  or 
assistance  from  the  Government  of  Algiers  to 
enforce  his  decision,  it  shall  be  immediately 
granted  lo  him  ;  and  if  any  disputes  shall  arise 
between  any  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
ihe  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  other  nation  hav- 
ing a  Consul  or  agent  in  Algiers,  such  disputes 
shall  be  settled  by  the  Consuls  or  agents  of  the 
respective  nations;  and  any  disputes  or  suits  at 
law  that  may  take  place  between  any  citizens 
of  ihe  United  States,  and  llie  subjects  of  the 
Regency  of  Algiers,  shall  be  decided  by  the  Dey 
in  person,  and  no  other. 

Art.  20.  If  a  citizeu  of  the  United  States 
should  kill,  wound,  or  strike  a  subject  of  Algiers; 
or,  on  the  contrary,  a  subject  of  Algiers  should 
kill,  wound,  or  strike  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  law  of  the  country  shall  take  place, 
and  equal  justice  shall  be  rendered,  the  Consul 
assisting  at  the  trial;  but  the  sentence  of  puo- 
ishment  azainsi  an  American  cilizen  shall  not  be 
greater  or  more  severe  than  it  would  be  against 
a  Turk  in  the  same  predicament.  And  if  any 
delinquent  should  make  his  escape,  the  Consul 
shall  not  be  responsible  for  hira,  in  any  manner 
whatever. 

Art.  21.  The  Consul  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America  shall  not  be  required  lo  pay  any  cus- 
toms or  duties  whatever  on  anything  he  imports 
from  a  foreign  country  for  the  use  of  his  house 
and  family. 

Art.  22.  Should  any  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates  of  America  die  within  the  limits 
of  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  the  Dey  and  his  sub- 
jects shall  not  interfere  with  the  property  of  ihe 
deceased,  but  it  shall  be  under  the  iinraediale  di- 
rection of  the  Consul,  unless  otherwise  disposed 
of  by  will.    Should  there  be  no  Consul,  the  ef- 
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i^'^ho   has  a 

f^^Jider  an  ajcouDt  of  tbe  properly  ;  neither  sliall 
IE«!  Dey  nc;^  his  subjects  give  hindrance  in  ihe 
j  «ii[ecution  i*i  any  will  that  may  appear. 


i  7> 


On  B''.ARD  THE 


U.S. 


SHIP  Glerriere. 
.      ,  July  6,  1815. 

if  ;I  certify  ,he  foregoing  to  be  a  true  cop^of  a 


b 


'5i-%^ty  of  pface  negotiated  by  Commodore  L 
*7nir  and  my>elf  with  the  Regency  of  Algiers, 


eca- 
and 


ned  by  i-Jie  Dey  of  that  Regency  on  the  30th 
1815.  > 

!  WILLIAM  SHALER. 


? 
line, 


jW75       I 

iff.  \ 

r|:^ 1= 

'w^ts  shall  b^  deposited  in  the  hands  of  some  per-  '  diately.  We  then  brought  forward  the  model  of 
^Y^f\  worthyX)f  trust,  until  the  party  shall  appear  a  treaty,  which  we  declared  would  not  be  depart- 
',%fto  has  a;Tight  to  demand  them,  when  he  shall    ed  from  in  substance  ;  at  the  .same  lime  declaring 

that,  although  the  United  Slates  would  never 
stipulate  fur  paying  tribute  under  any  form  what- 
ever, yet,  that  they  were  a  magnanimous  and 
generous  nation,  who  would,  upon  the  presenta- 
tion of  Consuls,  do  what  was  customary  with 
oiher  great  nations  in  their  friendly  intercourse 
with  Algiers.  The  treaty  was  then  examined, 
and  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be 
agreed  to  in  its  present  form,  and  particularly 
requested  that  the  article  requiring  the  restitution 
of  the  property  they  had  captured,  and  which 
had  been  distributed,  might  be  expunged  ;  alleg- 
ing that  such  a  demand  had  never  before  been 
made  upon  Algiers.  To  this  it  was  answered 
that  the  claim  was  just,  and  would  be  adhered 
to.  They  then  asked  whether,  if  the  treaty  should 
be  signed  by  the  Dey,  we  would  engage  to  re- 
store the  captured  vessels?  which  we  refused. 
They  tiien  represented  that  it  was  not  the  pres- 
ent Dey  who  had  declared  the  war,  which  they 
acknowledged  to  be  unjust;  conceding  that  they 
were  wholly  in  ihe  wrong,  and  had  no  excuse 
requesting,  however,  that  we  would 
lake  the  case  of  the  Dey  into  consideration,  and. 
upon  his  agreeing  to  terms  with  us,  more  favora- 
ble than  bad  ever  been  made  with  any  other  na- 
tion, to  restore  the  ships,  which  they  stated  would 
be  of  little  or  no  value  to  us,  but  would  be  of 
great  importance  to  him.  as  they  would  satisfy 
tbe  people  witii  the  conditions  of  the  peace  we 
were  going  to  conclude  with  liim. 

We  consulted  upon  this  question,  and  deter- 
mined that,  considering  the  slate  of  lho^e  vessels, 
the  sums  that  would  be  required  to  fit  them  for  a 
passage  lo  the  United  Slates,  and  the  little  prob- 


:.V 


'.  »'s5.'li 


•Sir 


Pnited  States  ship  Gcerriere, 
Bay  of  Algiers,  July  4,  1815. 
W>:  have  the   honor  to  refer  you  to  the 
cial    reports  of  Commodore    Decaiur   to    the 
/^J*iivy  Depif^lment,  for  an  account  of  the  opera- 
,||i4ns  of  tbi>  squadron  previous  to  our  arrival  off 
j^^gters,  on;.the  2Sth  ultimo, 
^j^  'Having  lieceived  information  that  the  Algerine 

4r/Liadron  ii^d  been  at  sea  for  a  considerable  time     whatev<  r 
o^ger  thatiJ  that   to  which  their  cruisers  usually 
:^:|tend.  an«j  that  a  despatch-boat   had   been  sent 
':^wm  Gibr.iliar  to  Algiers  to  inform  them  of  our 
(rtj'riral  in   jihe   Medilerraneiin.  we  thought   that 
5i^y    mighT  have    made    a    harbor  where    they 
safety.     We.  therefore,  while  they 
re  in  tl^s  slate   of  uncertainty,  believed   it  a 
deliver  the  President's  letter. 


I 

i^i^Y    mighT 
t  lar^uld  be  /^i 

' 'aijoper  mooent  to 
lareeably  lo  our  instructions.  Accordingly,  on 
Li^  29lh  Ultimo,  a  tlag  of  truce  was  hoisted  on 
t^ard    the  Guerriere.   with    the    Swedish   flag  at 


[t^e  main.  ;  A   boat   came    off  about   noun,  with 

K*r.  Nordeiing.  Consul  of  Sweden,  and  the  cap-  ability  of  selling  them  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
^ji^iD  of  theiport.  who  confirmed  the  intelligence  we  would  make  a  con)pliraent  of  them  lu  His 
'  iije  had  b(,^fore  received,  and  lo  whom  we  com-  Highness  in  the  state  they  then  were  ;  ihe  Coni- 
^i)unicated  information  of  the  capture  of  their  j  modore  engaging  to  furnish  them  with  an  escort 
X^igate  aniiLbrig.     The  impression  made  by  these    to  this  port.     This,  however,  would  depend  upon 


\ 


their  signing  the  treaty  as  presented  to  them,  and 
could  not  appear  as  an  article  of  it.  but  must  be 
considered  as  a  favor  conferred  on  the  Dey  by 
the  United  States. 

They  then  requested  a  truce,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  terms  of  ihe  proposed  treaty,  which  was  re- 
fused ;  they  even  pleaded  for  three  hour?-.  Tbe 
reply  was,  **  not  a  minute;  if  your  squadron  ap- 


/ents  was  visible  and  deep.  We  were  requested 
fcOf  the  ca|.  ain  of  ihe  port  (Mr.  IVorderling  de- 
*;|iring  he  was  not  authorized  to  act)  lo  state  the 
,"J|c4)nditions  on  which  we  would  make  f)eace  ;  to 
^•^hich  wt  replied  by  giving  the  letter  of  the 
^?*Ifresidenl  to  the  Dey,  and  by  a  note  from  us  lo 
t;-Um  ;  a  copy  of  which  (No.  1)  we  have  the  honor 
f»  l*  transmit  herewith.     The  captain  uf  the  port 

.  'tjen  requested  that  hostilities  should  cease  pend-  pears  in  sight  before  the  treaty  is  actually  signed 
i  iig  ihe  nejotiatiijn,  and  that  persons  authorized  by  the  Dey,  and  the  prisoners  sent  off.  ours  would 
^;i*  treat  should  go  on  shore;  he  and  Mr.  Norder-  capture  them."  It  was  finally  agreed  that  hos- 
^l{Dg  both  aiffirming  that  the  Minister  of  Marine  ,  liliiies  should  cease  wlien  we  perceived  iheir 
himi^elf  for  our  security  and  return  boat  coming  off  with  a  while  flag  hoisted,  the 
when  we  pleased.  Both  these  prop-  .  Swedish  Consul  pledging  his  word  of  honor  not 
t^tiitions  wj-re  rejected,  and  ihey  were  explicitly  j  to  hoist  it  unless  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  the 
•reformed  t^iat  the  negotiation  must  be  carried  on  |  prisoners  in  the  boat.  They  returned  on  shore, 
^  ^'*i  board  tjie  tieet,  and  thai  hostilities,  as  far  as 
f  'tfiey  resp4."ted  vessels,  could  not  cease.  They 
•  ^ijien  relurtied  on  shore.  On  the  following  day 
;  jM^'C  same  |Jersons  returned,  and  informed  us  that 
.  ^  ^ey  wert»  commissioned  by  the  Dey  to  treat 
^l^'itb  us  oti  the  proposed  basis,  and  their  anxiety 
-  Z  Appeared  «jxireine  to  conclude  the  peace  imme- 

•5*         > 

< 
i 


J'ling  both  iiffi 
wtjad  pledgfKl 
'|t{'  our  shii>i ' 
|L:(litions  w{-ri 


and.  although  the  distance  was  full  five  miles, 
they  came  back  within  three  hours,  with  the 
treaty  signed  as  we  had  concluded  it.  and  tbe 
prisoners. 

During  the  interval  ot  liieir  absence  a  corvette 
appeared  in  sight,  which  would  [\g\e  been  cap- 
lured  if  they  had  been  detained  one  hour  tooger. 
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The  treaty  has  since  been  drawn  out  anew,  trans- 
lated by  them,  and  duly  executed  by  the  Dey  j 
which  we  have  the  honor  lo  transmit  herewith. 

Mr.  Shaler  has  since  been  on  shore,  and  ihe 
cottoD  and  money  mentioned  in  the  fourth  arti- 
cle have  been  given  up  to  him.  They  now  show 
every  disposition  to  maintain  a  sincere  peace 
with  us.  which  is,  doubtless,  owing  to  the  dread 
of  our  arms;  and  we  take  this  occasion  to  re- 
mark that,  in  our  opinion,  the  only  secure  guar- 
anty we  can  have  for  the  maintenance  ot  the 
peace  just  concludel  with  these  people  is,  the 
presence  in  the  Mediterranean  of  a  respectable 
naval  force. 

As  this  treaty  appears  to  us  to  secure  every 
interest  wiihin  the  contemplation  ol  the  Govern- 
ment, and  as  it  really  places  the  United  States 
on  higher  grounds  than  any  other  nation,  we 
have  no  hesitation,  on  uur  part,  in  fulfilling  such 
of  its  provisions  as  are  within  our  power,  in  the 
firm  belief  that  it  will  receive  the  ratification  of 
the  President  and  Senate. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect, 
sir.  your  obedient  servants, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 
WILLI A.Vl  SHALER. 

Hon.  Jame8  Monroe. 

Hecretarf  of  iSlate. 


ipotentiaries  on  the  3d  of  July  last,  with  letters 
relating  to  the  same,  from  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  and  also 
the  declaration  with  which  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  British  Government  to  accompany  the  ex- 
chanire  of  the  ratifications  of  the  Conventioo. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washington,  Dec.  6,  1815. 


No.  1. 


TTie  American  Commissiimers  to  the  Dey  uf  Algiers. 

The  undersigned  have  ihe  honor  lo  inform  His 
Highness  the  Dey  of  Algiers  that  they  have  been 
appointed  Ly  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  AmeriCii  Commissioners  Plenipotentiary  lo 
treat  of  peace  with  his  Highness;  and  that,  pur- 
suant to  their  instructions,  they  are  ready  to  open 
a  negotiation  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and 
harmony  between  the  two  countries,  on  terms 
just  and  honorable  lo  both  parties;  and  they  feel 
It  incumbent  on  them  to  state,  explicitly,  to  His 
Highness,  that  ihey  are  instructed  to  treat  upon 
no  other  principle  than  that  of  perfect  equality, 
and  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favored  nations  ;  no 
stipulation  for  paying  any  tribute  to  Algiers,  un- 
der any  form  whatever,  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  transmit, 
herewith,  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  they  avail  themselves  of  this  oc- 
casion lo  assure  His  Highness  of  their  high  con- 
sideration and  profound  respect. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 
WILLIAM  SHALER. 


COMMERCIAL  CONVENTION  WITH  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

[Communicated  to  tbe  Senate,  December  6,  1815.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  I'nited  States  . 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration 
and  advice,  as  to  a  ratification,  a  Convention  to 
regulate  the  commerce  between  the  United  Stales 
and  Great  Britain,  signed  by  their  respective  Plen- 


A  Convention  to  regulate  the  Commerce  between  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  and  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty. 

The  United  States  of  America  and  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  being  desirou:<,  by  a  convention,  to 
regulate  the  commerce  and  navigation  between 
their  respective  countries,  territories,  and  people, 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  the  same  recipro- 
cally beneficial  and  satisfactory,  have  respectively 
named  Plenipotentiaries,  and  given  them  full 
powers  to  treat  of  and  conclude  such  convention  : 
thai  is  to  say,  the  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
thereof,  hath  appointed  for  their  Plenipotentiaries 
John  duincy  Adams.  Henry  Clay,  and  Albert  Gal- 
latin, citizens  of  the  United  Stales  ;  and  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  has  named  for 
his  Plenipotentiaries  the  Right  Honorable  Fred- 
erick John  Robinson.  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions. Joint  Paymaster  of  His  Majesty's  Forces, 
and  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Parliament ;  Henry 
Goulburn,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament, and  Under  Secretary  of  Stale;  and 
William  Adams,  Esq.,  Doctor  of  Civil  Laws  :  and 
the  said  Plenipotentiaries,  having  mutually  pro- 
duced and  shown  their  said  full  powers,  and  ex- 
changed copies  of  the  same,  have  agreed  on  and 
concluded  the  following  articles,  viz: 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be,  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  all  the  ter- 
ritories of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe,  a 
reciprocal  liberty  of  commerce.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  two  countries,  respectively,  shall  have 
liberty  freely  and  securely  to  come  with  their 
ships  and  cargoes  to  all  such  places,  ports,  and 
rivers  in  the  territories  aforesaid,  lo  which  other 
foreigners  are  permitted  to  come,  to  enter  into 
ihe  same,  and  to  remain  and  reside  in  any  parts 
of  the  said  territories,  respectively;  also  to  hire 
and  occupy  houses  and  warehouses  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  commerce;  and,  generally,  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  each  nation,  respectively, 
shall  enjoy  the  most  complete  protection  and 
security  for  their  commerce,  but  subject  always 
to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  tbe  two  countries,  re- 
spectively. 

Art.  2.  No  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  im- 
posed on  the  importation  into  the  United  States 
of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in 
Europe,  and  no  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be 
imposed  on  the  importation  into  the  territories  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe  of  any  articles 
the  growth,  produce,  or  maaufacture  ol  the  Uni- 
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i^j'States,  tfian  are,  or  shall  be,  payable  on  the    His  Bricaonic  Majesty's  possessions  m  the  West 
y^«^articles,  peing  the  growth,  produce,  or  cnanu- 


t 


i^.fure  of  agy  other  foreign  country;  nor  shall 
71^ j|  higher  (f;  other  duties  or  charges  be  imposed 
ijrv'her  of  I'le  two  countries,  on  the  exportation 
;(^  ^ny  articles  to  the  United  States,  or  to  His 
l^^annic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  re- 
4|}e^tively.  t^an  such  as  are  payable  on  the  ex- 
JL«»i5iaiion  ofuhe  like  articles  to  any  other  foreign 
'  .•<i|ntry ;  nor  shall  any  prohibition  be  imposed  on 
'  'exporiatjan  or  importation  of  any  articks  the 
^*wth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
%iates,  or  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories 
•f^  Europe,  t  J  or  from  the  >aid  territories  of  His 
Ijrriannic  \pjesty  in  Europe,  or  to  or  from  the 
ayiSl  United  £iaies,  which  shall  not  equally  ex- 
t^rjil  to  all  oifher  nations. 

■J%o  higher'or  other  duties  or  charges  shall  be 
iS»>osed  in  a'ly  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
c3  |3ritish  vcfsels,  than  those  payable  in  the  same 
jtijis  by  ves.'^ls  of  the  United  States;  nor  in  the 
^t^tsof  any  «f  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories 
Ml  Jilurope  0*)  vessels  of  the  United  States,  than 
'^;4ll  be  payable  in  the  same  ports  on  British 
vy!f-els.         : 

VThe  sameiduties  shall  be  paid  on  the  importa- 

Al(i   into  ih*i  United    States  of  any  articles  the 

/^^wlh,  procfuce,  or  manufacture  of  His  Britannic 

rW'Jfsly's   tijrriiories    in    Europe,   whether    such 

^nrortation  .shall    be    in    vessels    of  the   United 

'«^J^^Ies  or  in  firitish  vessels;  and  the  same  duties 

Jaiill  be  pai4  on  the  importation,  into  the  ports  of 

•  3i/   of   HisJ  Britannic    Majesty's    territories    in 

.Ifcinope,  of  iiny  article  the  growth,  produce,  or 

I'ianufacturvr  of  the  United  Slates,  whether  such 

•  KT^oriation'shall  be  in  British  vessels  or  vessels 
'    Jdfl^c  Unitejl  States, 

^iThe  sam«*  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same 

"df.^niies  alkwt'd,  on  the  exportation  of  any  arti- 

■-«;  l.js  the  groivlh,  produce,  cr  manufacture  of  His 

■  iljiiannic  ^lajesiy's  territories  in  Europe,  to  the 

Jilted  Stati?s,  whether  such  exportation  shall  be 

'     J  afvessels  ol*  the  United  States  or  in  Briti.«>h  ves- 

<  i  Xf^fi ;  and  ttie  same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the 

'  ''  ^atne  bounties  allowed,  on  the  exportation  of  any 

•  '^riicles  the  igrowth,  produce,  or  manufaciure  of 
.;  -^Je  United',  States,  to   His   Britannic   Majesty's 

i  i   fc^ritories  ip  Europe,  whether  such  exportation 

'  ;  ali^ll  be  in  If  ritish  vessels  or  in  vessels  of  the  Uni- 

^  I  ^H  Stales.  • 
!  -I  fU  is   further  agreed,  that,  in  all  cases  where 
I    l^wbacks, "are,  or  may  be,  allowed  upon  the  re- 

!  I  Ijportaiion  of  any  goods  the  growth,  produce,  or 
I  liiinufactuSe.  of  either  country,  respectively,  the 
:    *,iounl  of  ',he  said  drawbacks  shall  be  the  same, 

;  *    «*<hether  ih^  said  goods  shall  have  been  originally 

j   iriporied   i^   a   British  or  an   American   vessel, 

^i  when  'such   re-exportaiion  shall   take  place 

•rpm   the   ^nited  States  in  a  British  vessel,  or 

.♦  arpra  the  l(|rritories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in 

■  **  qpiirope  in  fin  American  vessel,  to  any  oiUer  for- 

{"■yn  natior^,  the  two  contracting  parties  reserve 
(f  ihemselj-es,  re>pectively,  the  right  of  regula- 
5ng  or  dioiinishing,  in  such  case,  the  amount  of 
^&e  said  dnfwbacks. 
j  ;   I J  The  intejcourse  between  the  United  States  and 


'»  i 


Indies  and  on  the  continent  of  North  America 
shall  not  be  affected  by  any  of  the  provi.siuns  of 
this  article,  but  each  party  shall  remain  in  the 
complete  possession  uf  its  rights  with  respect  to 
such  an  intercourse. 

Art,  3.  His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  that  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  be 
admitted,  and  hospitably  received  at  the  princi- 
pal settlements  of  the  British  dominions  in  the 
East  Indies,  viz:  Calcutta,  Madras.  Bombay,  and 
Prince  of  Wales's  island  ;  and  that  the  citizens 
of  the  said  United  States  may  freely  carry  on 
trade  between  the  said  principal  settlements  and 
the  said  United  States,  in  all  articles  of  which 
the  importation  and  exportation,  respectively,  to 
and  from  the  said  territories,  shall  not  be  entirely 
prohibited  :  Prodded,  only,  That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  tliem,  in  any  time  of  war  between 
the  British  Government  and  any  State  or  Pow- 
er whatever,  to  export  from  the  said  territories, 
without  the  special  permission  of  the  British 
Government,  any  military  stores,  or  naval  stores, 
or  rice.  The  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  shall 
pay  for  their  vessels,  when  admitted,  no  higher  or 
other  duty  or  charge  ihaii  shall  be  payable  on  the 
vessels  of  the  most  favored  European  nations; 
and  they  shall  pay  no  higher  or  other  duties  or 
charges  on  the  iinportatioo  or  exportation  of  the 
cargoes  of  the  said  vessels  than  shall  be  payable 
on  the  same  articles  when  imported  or  exported 
in  the  vessels  of  the  most  favored  European  na- 
tions. But  It  is  expressly  agreed  that  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  shall  not  carry  any  articles 
from  the  said  principal  settlements  to  any  port  or 
place,  except  to  some  port  or  place  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  where  the  same  shall  be  un- 
laden. 

It  is  also  understood  that  the  permission  grant- 
ed by  this  article  is  not  intended  to  allow  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  to  carry  on  any  |)art  of 
the  coasting  trade  of  the  said  British  territories; 
but  the  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  having  in 
the  first  instance  proceeded  to  one  of  the  said 
principal  settlemenis  of  the  British  dominions  in 
llie  East  Indies,  and  then  going  with  their  origi- 
nal cargoes,  or  part  thereof,  from  one  of  the  said 
principal  settlements  to  another,  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered as  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade. 

The  vessels  of  the  United  States  may  also 
touch  for  refreshment,  but  not  for  commerce,  in 
the  course  of  their  voyage  to  or  from  the  British 
territories  in  India,  or  to  or  from  the  dominions 
of  the  Emperor  of  China,  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  or  such  other 
places  as  may  be  in  the  posse.ssion  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  the  African  or  Indian  seas;  it  being  well 
understood  that,  in  all  that  regards  this  article, 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  be  sub- 
ject in  all  respects  to  the  taws  and  regulations 
of  the  British  Government  from  time  to  lime 
established. 

Art.  4,  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two 
contrHciing  parties,  respectively,  to  appoint  Con- 
suls for  the  protection  of  trade  in  the  dominions 
and  territories  of  the  other  pariy ;  but,  before  any 
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Consul  shall  act  as  such,  he  shall,  in  the  usual 
form,  be  approved  and  admitted  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  which  he  is  sent;  and  it  is  hereby  de- 
clared, that  in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  conduct 
towards  the  laws  or  Government  of  the  country 
to  which  he  is  sent,  such  Consul  may  either  be 
punished  according  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach 
the  case,  or  be  sent  back;  the  offended  Govern- 
ment assigning  to  the  other  the  reasons  for  the 
same. 

It  is  hereby  declared,  that  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  may  except  from  the  residence  of 
Consuls  such  particular  places  as  such  party  shall 
judge  fit  to  be  excepted. 

Art.  5.  This  convention,  when  the  same  shall 
have  been  duly  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  their  Senate,  and  by  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  respective  ratification*  mutually 
exchanged,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  on 
the  United  States  and  His  Majesty  for  four  years 
from  the  dale  of  its  signature;  and  the  ratifica- 
tions shall  be  exchanged  in  six  months  from  this 
time,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

Done  at  London,  this  third  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 
JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
FREDERICK  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  American  Commissioner, 

Messrs.    Clay   and   Gallatin,   to  the   Secretary  of 

State,  dated 

London,  May  IS,  1815. 

Having  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  British 
Government  had  abstained  from  answering  the 
communication    of   the  joint    commission   from 

Ghent  of  the day  of  D-^cember,  1814.  until 

they  received  oflicial  information  of  the  Ameri- 
can ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  we  thought 
it  advisable,  soon  after  thai  event  was  known  to 
us,  to  repair  to  this  city,  in  order  that  we  might 
ascertain  the  disposition  of  this  Government  as 
to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries. 

Siiorlly  after  our  arrival  here,  we  were  invited 
by  Lord  Casilereagh  to  an  interview  with  him. 
A  minute  of  the  substance  of  the  conversation 
which  took  place  on  that  occasion,  as  drawn  up 
and  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  is  enclosed.  We 
communicated  to  Mr.  Goulburn.  the  next  day. 
our  answer  upon  the  three  subjects  to  which  the 
conversation  related. 

In  the  interview  with  Lord  Casilereagh,  he 
had  slated  that  four  or  five  days  might  be  neces- 
sary on  their  pari  to  prepare  for  the  proposed 
conversation.  Nearly  three  weeks  having  elapsed 
without  hearing  furitier  on  the  subject,  we  took 
what  appeared  to  us  a  fit  occasion  to  intimate 
our  iQteuliori  of  leaving  London.  A  few  days 
after,  we  received  an  lovilaiion  from  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  Robinson, 


to  call  at  bis  office  on  the  Uih  instant.  We  ac- 
cordingly attended,  and  were  received  by  him 
and  Messrs.  Goulburn  and  Adams,  two  of  the 
British  Commissioners  who  had  negotiated  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent. 

They  opened  the  conversation  by  adverting  lo 
what  had  led  to  this  interview,  and  professed 
themselves  to  be  ready  to  receive  any  proposi- 
tions we  might  choose  to  make.  We  observed, 
that  in  the  treaties  which  America  had  hereto- 
fore made  (particularly  with  this  country)  regu- 
lating commercial  intercourse,  there  were  gener- 
ally comprised  two  subjects  :  one,  which  respected 
commercial  regulations,  applicable  to  a  state  of 
peace  as  well  as  of  war;  the  other,  which  re- 
spected the  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties,  one 
being  at  war  and  the  other  remaining  at  peace. 
Accordingly,  our  Government  had  instructed  ut 
to  bring  forward  both  those  subjects. 

As  to  the  commercial   intercourse,  without  at 
this  time  going  into  details,  or  minor  points,  which 
It  might  be  necessary  in  the  progress  of  the  ne- 
gotiation to  adjust,   we  would  content  ourselves, 
in  this  unofficial  conversation,  with  touching  on 
the  most  important  topics  which  it  seemed  to  us 
desirable  to  discuss  and  arrange.     These  were, 
that    the  two  countries   should   respectively    be. 
placed  on  the  footing  of  the   nation  the  most  fa- 
vored ;  that,  in   the  trade  between  America  and 
the  British  European  dominions,  all  discrimina- 
ting duties  on  tonnage  and  on  merchandise,  either 
imported  or  exported,  should  be  abolished  ;  that 
the  trade  between  America  and  the  British  West 
Indies  should  be  regulated,  and  placed  on  some 
more  permanent  basis  than   the  occasional  acts 
of  the  colonial  authorities;  that   the  nature  and 
kind  of  intercourse  between  America  and  the  ad- 
j  fining   British    provinces  should  be  defined  and 
provided  for;  and  that  the  trade  with  the  British 
India   possessions  should  be  opened  to  America 
on  liberal  principles. 

Id  regard  to  the  discriminating  duties,  we  re- 
marked, that  a  proposition  to  abolish  them  first 
came  from  Great  Britain,  and  a  provision  to  that 
effect  was  inserted  in  the  unratified  treaty  of 
1806.  Congress  had  taken  up  the  matter  at  their 
last  session,  and  passed  an  act,  which  we  ex- 
plained. We  thought  It  desirable  that  jhey 
should  be  abolished,  in  order  to  prevent  those 
collisions,  and  that  system  of  commercial  war- 
fare, in  which  the  two  countries  would  probably 
be  involved  by  an  adherence  to  them.  As  an 
example,  we  meoiioned  the  great  extra  duly  to 
which,  as  we  understood,  the  article  of  cottoa 
was  liable  by  the  British  laws,  when  imported  in 
foreign  vessels,  and  which,  if  persisted  in,  would 
certainly  be  met  by  some  countervailing  regula- 
tions. 

With  respect  to  the  trade  to  British  India,  we 
observed,  that  we  had  no  equivalent  to  offer  for 
it;  that  it  was  for  Great  Britain  to  consider 
whether  a  commerce,  consisting  as  it  did  almost 
entirely  in  the  exchange  of  our  specie  for  India 
produce,  was  not  of  a  nature  to  deserve  the  most 
liberal  encouragement;  but  that  we  had  rather 
enter  into  no  stipulation  on  the  subject  than  be 
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jl^trtcted  to  ji  direct  intercourse,  as  had  been  I  to  and  operate  upon  every  American  vessel , 
j|rj(t)sed  by  jhe  unratified  treaty,  both  on  the  whilst  that  of  impressment  reached  only  the  case? 
i|ol>*ard  and  j-elurn  voyage.  '  of  those  vessels  with  which  it   accidentally  came 

i*  vjii  the  olh^r   subject,  (the  rights  and  duties  of  ^  in  contact.     We  were  aware   of  the  difficullies 


•ii  ^parties,  oie  being  at  war  and  the  other  in  a  *  which  bad  heretofore  opposed  a  satisfactory  ar- 


rangement 


,«y}^  to 

fiftai  ne 


H 


liciiiiiion  of|peace.)  we  proceeded  to  remark. 
<|)f  i^whilst  a  jorospect  of  a  long  European  peace 
(ifi'tared  to  fiist,  as  was  the  case  when  the 
'^leAty  of  Client  was  concluded,  it  was  less  im- 
!^nt  to  provide  for  questions  arising  under 
'■^ead.     fiut  it   was  impossible  to  shut  our 

the  ^.'monstralions  everywhere  making 

7  warr  which,  if  it  should  assume  a  ma- 
r«»e  character,  might  again  menace  the  har- 
kiinj  and  gOpd  understanding  between  the  two 
iciiiMries.  ItJwas  desirable,  therefore,  toantici- 
j{b^*  and  provide  for  the  evil.  The  first  and 
M"j»si  important  point  was  that  of  impressment. 
(^^•|t  Briiain<had  always  professed  a  willingness 
tjp'r^ceive  anji  consider  any  proposition  which 
4.'j;^rica  shoi^ld  be  di<pos»ed  to  make  on  that  sub- 
^^i  It  woi|id,  perhaps,  be  unprofitable  at  this 
•tftv  to  go  inp  a  discussion  of  the  right;  as  to 
i<ri..'*h  we  woiild  merely  remark,  that  it  was  im- 
jjtlwble  that  jfhere  could  be  a  stronger  conviction 

f|()#the  part  ol^Great  Britain  that  it  was  with  her,  I  sirable,  and  could  not.  it  seemed,  be  attended 
,^1^4  there  w;^s  on  the  part  of  America  that  it  with  much  difficulty,  as  we  believed  that  there 
ya-'^on  her  sijje.  It  was  better  to  look  to  some  was  no  real  difference  between  the  two  countries 
gt*(itical  arr«»ngemcnt,  by  which,  without  con- ;  with  respect  to  the  abstract  principle;  but  we 
•^ijion  of  rijjht  by  either  party,  the  mischiefs  apprehended  that  the  disputes  which  might  here- 
.fo^lained  o^  on  both  sides  might  be  prevented.  '  after  take  place  on  that  subject  would  arise  al- 
•J'^jihis  end  khe  attention  of  our  Government  most  exclusively  from  questions  of  fact,  which 
(jafJtbeen  turr^ed.  We  believed  that  Great  Bri-  !  no  previous  definition  could  prevent, 
f^^j^  had  ne^r  heretofore  contended  that  the  As,  in  the  event  of  war.  Great  Britain  might 
.^i^lrican  Government  was  bound  to  prohibit  |  desire  to  know  the  dispowtion  of  our  Govern- 
i4i|  Cn^rchanos  of  the  United  States  from  em-  i  ment  on  the  subject  of  privateers  and  prizes,  we 
jjl*4ing  forei^'fi  seamen,  any  more  than  it  was  would  only  now  say  that  the  principle  which 
i,fiii  to  forjfid  their  shipping  contraband  arti-  might  be  adopted  with  respect  to  Great  Britain, 
li«*     Ameriiw    was,  however,    now  willing    to    whether  of  admission  or  exclusion,  must  equally 


on  this  subject.  Still,  it  was  one  of 
such  vital  importance,  so  tending  to  bring  the 
two  countries  into  collision,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble it  should  receive  a  consideration  too  earnest 
and  too  anxious. 

The  next  point  which  it  seemed  to  us  impor- 
tant to  settle  was.  the  trade  of  America  with  the 
coloniesof  the  enemiesof  GreatBriiain.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  last  European  war,  questions 
growing  out  of  that  trade  had  been  terminated 
by  the  conquest  of  those  colonies  by  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  but  many  of  them  having  been  restored  at 
the  peace,  itie  disputes  which  heretofore  existed 
might  again  arise.  The  former  arrangements  on 
this  subject  might,  with  some  modifications,  serve 
as  a  basis. 

We  then  stated  that  we  did  not  intend,  in  this 
preliminary  and  unofficial  conversation,  to  dis- 
cuss the  other  points  belonging  to  this  branch  of 
the  subject.     A  definition  of  blockades  was  de- 


¥ 


^t<i  upon  hefself  such  an  obligation,  and  to  ex 
liliite  British'^earaen  from  her  merchant  service; 
■jti|j*we  belie"?ed  such  exclusion  might  be  as  ef- 
;'?eii*jally  exe»:uted  as  our  revenue  laws.  Here 
»|eP  jcalled  th't*ir  attention  to  the  act  which  Con- 
j^(i«  4s  had  pased  on  thai  subject,  and  to  the  mes- 
iin'}  ol'  the  President  to  that  body  towards  the 
J^if  te  of  its  lyst  session.  Upon  the  supposition 
<li;  the  excl-jsion  of  Briti?h  seamen  should  be 


■S^  i>lute  and  'entire. 


there  would  no  longer  exist 
he  claim  of  impressment,  and. 
ection  to  its  abandonment.  We 
sides  the  motive  which  existed 
nment  of  guarding  against  colli- 
».«  •  with  Gleat  Britain,  another  powerful  one 
oi*e|-aied — thit  of  encouraging  our  native  sea 
trL%,  and  of  jiot  being  obliged  to  rely  on  the  un 
c#^in  suppli'  of  foreigners.     To  this  system,  a: 


aiijbstiiute  ;or  that  of  irapres.>ment,  it  did  not 
B.'[*far  to  us  ihat  Great  Britain  could  object,  un- 
lA\  it  was  thjjught  to  be  impracticable  in  its  exe- 
'-ivVion.  We»had  do  doubt  ourselves  that,  even 
■  Jriitting  tlit  there  might  be,  as  in  cases  of 
s 


and   impartially  apply  to  all   the  parties   to  the 
war. 

These  were  all  the  topics  noticed  by  us.  and 
we  enforced  and  illustrated  them  by  various 
other  observations. 

The  British  gentlemen,  professing  not  to  have 
expected  those  points  to  be  brought  forward 
which  applied  to  a  belligerent  state  of  one  of  the 
parlies,  expressed  a  wish  to  know  whether,  in  our 
view,  the  two  subjects  were  inseparable,  and 
whether  we  could  not  come  to  an  agreement  on 
those  topics  which  were  probably  less  difficult  to 
be  adjusted,  leaving  the  others  for  further  con- 
sideration and  future  arrangement?  We  re- 
plied, that,  heretofore,  they  had  alwavs  been 
blended  together  by  our  Government,  and  that 
-  we  intended  to  bring  them  all  u{)  for  consider- 
s  ation ;  ihat,  at  present,  however,  we  only  pre- 
sented them  for  consideration,  as  it  would  be 
premature,  at  ihis  time,  to  make  any  of  them  a 
sine  qua  7wn  ;  and  that  whether   a  treaty  omit- 


ting some  of  them    would   be  acceptable,   must 

^iw.v.t.g   v.^ ^    ....g.,.   ^.,  —   ...  ^„ovc  w.  I  depend  on  its  general  tenor,  and  upon  the  extent 

1  Igglmg,  Of  casional  instances  of  evasiun  of  the  '  and  importance  of  the  subjects  which  might  be 
s»4em   of  exclusion,   it  would   nevertheless  be,  i  comprehended  in  the  arrangement, 
uttin  the  whjle,   much  more  favorable  in  its  re- j      They  proceeded   to  remark  that  some   of  the 
s«l)  to  Greai'Britain.     This  system  would  apply  |  subjects  had  been  always  found   to  involve  ex- 
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treme  difficulty,  particularly  that  of  impressment ; 
that  Great   Britain  was  certainly  prepared,  at  all  | 
times,  to  receive  and  to  consider  any  proposition  j 
that   America  might  be  disposed  to  make  in  re- 
lation toil;  but   one  of  the  gentlemen  remarked  I 
that,  from  the   deep    interest  which  was  felt  by  \ 
Great  Britain   in   it,  she  must  view  with  great  j 
jealousy  (by  which,  he  said,  he  meant  vigilance)  [ 
any   such   propotiiion;  that   the   inquiry   which! 
they  had  just  made  as  to  our  willingness  to  sepa-  ' 
rate  ihe  two   subjects    proceeded  from  a  wish  to 
ascertain  whether   it  were  likely  that  any  prac-  j 
tical  result   could    be   speedily  obtained,  if  they  I 
entered  upon  the  negotiation  at  this  time.  ' 

On  the  subject  of  discriminating  duiic'^,  men-  ' 
tinned  by  Hs,  they  said  their  Government  would 
receive   favorably  the   proposition    for   a  mutual  , 
abolition  of  ihern.     As  to   the  trade  with  India,  ' 
their  Government  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  shut  ' 
us  out  from  it.     In   regard   to  the   trade   to   the 
West  Indies,  considering  the  difficullies  which 
had  heretofore  presented  themselves  in  placing  it,  ; 
by    treaty,  upon    a   footing  satisfactory   to  both  ' 
parties,  they  feared   it  would  not  now  be  practi-  i 
cable  to  enter  into  any  stipulation  respecting  it  j 
which  should  meet  the  views  of  the  two  coun-  | 
tries. 

The  interview  terminated  by  their  stating  that 
they  would  report  to  the  Cabinet  the  substance 
of  what  had  passed  between  us.  and  by  their 
pledging  themselves  to  do  all  m  their  power  to 
afford  us  an  early  answer. 

On  the  16ih  instant,  having  been  again  invited 
by  the  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
call  at  his  office,  we  accordingly  attended,  and 
were  received  by  the  same  gentlemen.  They 
stated  that  they  had  reported  to  the  Cabinet  what 
had  passed  at  the  last  interview,  and  were  now 
prepared  to  give  us  an  answer  on  the  several 
topics  to  which  the  conversation  related;  in  do- 
ing this,  they  would  observe  the  order  which  had 
been  marked  out  by  us. 

1st.  On  ihe  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries,  they  were  authorized  to  state 
that  their  Government  was  ready  to  treat  with 
us  on  the  fooling  of  the  most  favored  nation,  and 
was  also  willing  to  enter  into  any  arrangement 
by  which  all  discriminating  duties  on  importa- 
tions and  tonnage  should  be  mutually  done  away. 
They  were  willing  to  admit  us  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  trade  with  British  India,  unclogged  by 
the  restriction  on  the  outward  voyage  contained 
in  the  unratified  treaty,  but  must  still  insist  on 
that  contained  la  the  treaty  of  1794,  on  the  return 
voyage.  Considering  that  we  had  candidly 
stated  that  we  had  no  equivalent  lo  offer,  except 
what  was  to  be  found  in  ihe  trade  itself,  they 
would  expect,  for  this  concession,  a  spirit  of  ac- 
commodation on  our  side  in  other  parts  of  the 
commercial  arrangement — the  fur  trade,  or  some 

other. 

The  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies,  they 
stated,  had  always  been  a  subject  of  great  diffi- 
culty, and  their  Government  was  not  prepared 
to  make  any  change  in  that  colonial  policy  to 
which  they  had  so  long  adhered;  but  they  would 


hope  that  this  would  not  form  any  obstacle  to 
the  negotiation. 

With  respect  to  the  trade  with  their  North 
American  possessions,  they  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive and  discuss  any  propositions  we  might 
have  to  offer,  wiih  an  anxious  desire  to  place  it 
on  a  footing  mutually  satisfactory. 

2dly.  On  those  subjects  which  related  to  a 
state  in  which  one  of  the  parties  should  be  at 
war  and  the  other  in  peace,  it  was  not  necessary 
to  disguise  that  they  had  been  always  attended 
with  great  difficulties.  Still  they  were  willing, 
in  a  spirit  of  amity  and  with  candor,  to  receive 
and  to  discuss  any  propositions  we  might  offer. 

With  regard  to  blockades,  they  could  not  think 
it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  treaty  definition  of 
them,  as  the  questions  which  might  hereafter 
arise  on  that  subject,  according  to  our  own  state- 
ment, would  relate  rather  lo  the  fact  than  to  the 
principle,  on  which  the  two  Governments  seemed 
to  agree.  Indeed,  they  thought  that  such  a  defi- 
nition might  tend  to  weaken,  as  implying  a  doubt 
of  the  correctness  of  the  principle. 

In  relation  to  the  trade  with  enemies'  colonies, 
besides  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  the  question,  as 
heretofore  experienced  in  all  attempts  to  arrange 
it,  there  was  another,  arising  out  of^  their  want  of 
information  as  to  whether  France  had  adopted 
any,  and  what,  system  of  colonial  policy,  since 
the  restoration  of  her  colonies.  It  might  be  that 
she  had  opened  their  trade  to  foreijgn  nations  ia 
peace  as  well  as  in  war;  in  which  case,  the 
I  questions  that  had  heretofore  existed  could  not 
j  be  agitated  again. 

Impres^ment  had,  they  continued,  of  all  this 
class  of  subjects,  been  found  most  difficult  to 
arrange.  They  were  aware  how  important  it 
was  considered  in  both  countries,  and  how,  in 
both,  It  touched  public  sensibility.  As  hereto- 
fore, they  were  now  ready  to  receive  and  cod- 
I  sider  any  proposition  our  Government  migtit 
\  make  respecting  it ;  and,  even  without  any  treaty 
I  stipulation,  their  Government  was  now  anxiously 
engaged  in  devising  means  to  prevent  the  abuses 
of  which  we  complain.  If  the  law  which  we  had 
mentioned  at  the  last  interview  should  be  effec- 
tual in  its  object,  it  would  doubtless  do  away  a 
great  motive  with  them  for  impressment.  Still 
ihey  were  bound  to  consider,  witli  the  most  vigi- 
lant attention,  any  proposition  for  the  abandon- 
ment of  what  they  must  consider  a  right  essential 
to  iheir  safety.  That  law  did  not,  however,  as 
they  understood,  settle  the  question  who  were  to 
be  considered  as  British  subjects— a  question  on 
which  the  two  countries  might  not  be  able  to 
come  to  an  understanding. 

With  regard  to  our  ideas  respecting  privateers 
and  prizes,  they  were  certainly  lair  and  unexcep- 
tionable. 

As  they  had  hinted  at  some  accommodation  in 
the  fur  trade,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  commercial 
i  arrangement,  for  their  supposed  concession  re- 
spectmg  the  India  trade,  we  thought  the  occasion 
suitable  for  siating  that  we  were  positively  in- 
structed not  to  consent  to  the  renevral  of  the 
trade  between  British  subjects  and  the  Indians 
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n  our  wrritories.     We  slated  (bat  ihe  dis- 

Governmeni  on  ihis  subject  did 

^)|  proceed  from   commercial,  but  political  con- 

"    orations.  *  They   did    not  insist    upon    it.   nor 

^am  to  thir».k  that  the  determination  of  our  Gov- 

kj'Oment   wciuld  prevent  an  arraneemenl  of  the 

(toiada  trai^e.     One  of  them   inquired    whether 

jft  expecteJ.  m  like  manner,  to  be  excluded  from 

\^   trade  Wjih  the  Indians   in    their  territories? 

|(t  which  ^e  replied,  certainly. 

We  explained  the  law  for  the  exclusion  of  for- 

^^n    seamei)  from  our   service,   and    mentioned 

^j|t  the   naturalization  of   seamen   would  be  al- 


plac 
Hoi 


tioD,  like  that  which  be  understood  bad  taken 
lace  in  the  former  negotiation  between  Lords 
and  and  Auckland,  and  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pmkney,  should  be  free  from  official  forms;  and 
thought  such  a  course  best  calculated  to  ascertain 
if  it  were  likely  that  the  two  Governments  could 
come  to  any  practical  result  on  this  interesting 
subject. 

It  was  observed  by  one  of  the  American  Com- 
missioners, (hat  sucli  a  conversation  would  be  on 
terms  of  inequality,  (ihe  American  Commission- 
ers being  invested  with  powers,  and   the  other 


gentlemen  having  none.)  unless  it  was  understood 
i|(vst  alioge^er  prevented,  in  future,  by  the  ne-  '  not  only  that  it  should  be  considered  as  entirely 
X'jsity  of  iC  continued  residence  of  five  years.  I  unofficial,  but  that  the  same  gentlemen  should 
Wp  slated  i^at  we  were  authorized  to  enter  into  afterwards  be  commissioned  to  conclude  a  treaty, 
w>^ulaiions  fhat  would  forbid  the  employment  of  if  it  were  thought  that  one  could  be  formed.  Lord 
*t^h  British  i-eamen  as  might,  under  our  laws,  be  Castlereagh  remarked,  in  reply,  that  such  was 
^•reafter  naturalized  ;  but  that  we  could  not  do    certainly  his  intention. 

t^f with  resp»<ct  to  those  who  were  already  natu-  The  conversation  ended  in  an  understanding 
■lized.  Wf  had  thought  that,  as  to  them,  an  ;  that  the  American  Commissioners  would  consult 
•  cepnon  Height  be  made,  permitting,  on  both  together  upon  the  three  topics  mentioned  by  Lord 
^Jfs,  the  v|)luntary  employment  of  such  sea-  Castlereagh,  and  communicate  on  the  following 
*e;n,  nalive^{of  one  country,  as  misht  have  here-  day  to  Mr.  Goulbourn  the  result  of  their  deliber- 
ations. 


►  'jsity   of  ai  continued   residence  of  five    years. 

i^p  slated  i^at  we  were  authorized  to  enter  into 

^^ulations  fhat  would  forbid  the  employment  of 

it^h  British  i-eamen  as  might,  under  our  laws,  be 

•reafter  naturalized  ;  but  that  we  could  not  do 

with  resp»<ct  to  those  who  were  already  natu- 

[lized.     Wf   had  thought  that,  as  to  them,  an 

cepnon    Height  be    made,   permitting,  on  both 

jdfs,  the   vjduntary  employment   of  such   sea- 

^e^n,  nalive^{of  one  country,  as  might  have  here- 

^fire    been  inaturnlized   under  the   laws  of  the 

[hier  country.     We  added,   that  the  number  of 

[fjiish   sean^en  already  naturalized,  which  could 

>i)siiiute.  a|  it  appeared  to  us.  the  only  difficulty 

■  :an    arrangement,    was    very    inconsiderable. 

Ifoctor  Adajis  concurred  in   opinion  that  there 

\efe  not  majiy. 

}We  made  |orae  further  explanations,  and  finally 
them  ih^t,  considering  the  dispositions  which 
had   beel^  happy  to   meet  with   in  them,  we 


jiiuld  now  >;ay,  that  we  would  enter  upon  the 
i."fgotiaiion  ;  reserving  to  ourselves,  however,  the 
wtii,  as  ourjpowers  were  several  as  well  as  joint. 
i^Iwithdrav*  from  it  if  circumstances  should 
AAe  il  eligible  to  do  so,  and  to  leave  Mr.  Ad- 
Jk^as,  whom  #ve  daily  expected,  to  conclude  it. 

The  inieriiew  closed   by  their  undertaking  to 
{Jdvide  theijiselves  immediately  with  the  neces- 
.^ry   powerit  lo  proceed   in   the  negotiation,  and 
an  assur^ce  that  they  would  continue  to  do 
;in  their  f«wer  to  bring  il  to  a  speedy  and  sue- 
l^ful  issue: 


1 


It4ract  of  a  i^iinuteof  a  converaaticm  which  took  place 
lit  Lord  Castlereagh' 8,  between  hia  Lordship  and 
Measrg.  CL^y  and  Gallaiin,  April  16,  1815. 

wLordCasil^reagh  then  called  theattention  of  the 
j/rperican  (^omrai.ssioners  to  a  communication 
Itjde  by  thijm  at  Ghent,  relative  lo  their  power 
treat  on  u'le  commercial  intercourse  between 
Irt  two  countries.  He  said,  before  he  gave  an 
><wer  to  thkt  communication,  he  should  be  glad, 
;t  were  agreeable  to  the  American  Cominis- 
[).iers,  ihat'ihere  should  bean  unofficial  conver- 
ition  betwi^en  them  and  the  Briiish  Conamis- 
poers  who. negotiated  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  lo- 
f^tilier  wiih  sVlr.  Rubinson,  whom  he  would  asso- 
(?*te  Willi  ifcem  for  that  purpose,  lo  ascertain  if 
that  some  general  principles  could 
to  form  ihe  basis  of  a  treaty  of 
should  prefer  ibat  this  conversa- 


i|  ^ere  liki' 
=il#-fagreed  u 

i 


^laoaerce 


ih  jv: 
1  t|i« 

'/' 

Son 
IH 


The  American   I'Unipotentiarica  to  the  feretory  of 

State. 

London,  July  3.  1S15. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  conven- 
tion for  regulating  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  Uniied  States  and  Great  Britain, 
which  we  concluded  ihis  day  with  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin's  despatch  of  the  18th 
May  last  has  informed  you  of  the  preliminary 
steps  taken  by  them  on  that  subject.  Mr.  Adams 
arrived  in  London  on  the  24th  of  May,  and  on  the 
5th  of  June  we  were  invited  by  Messrs.  Robinson, 
Goulburn,  and  Adams,  lo  meet  them  on  the  7th. 
At  this  conference,  after  a  mutual  exhibition  of 
our  powers,  and  some  general  observations,  we 
delivered  lo  them  our  project  of  a  commercial 
convention,  a  copy  of  which  (marked  No.  1)  is 
herewith  enclosed.  They  promised  lo  lake  it 
into  immediate  consideration,  and  on  the  9ih  in- 
formed us  that  they  would  prepare  and  transmit 
to  Us  a  conire-projel. 

Believing  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  an  im« 
mediate  arrangement  on  the  subject  of  seamen, 
and  knowing  that  without  it  no  treaty  defining 
the  rights  and  duties  of  belligerents  and  neutrals 
was  admissible,  we  excluded  all  that  related  to 
that  branch  of  the  subject  from  our  projet,  and 
confined  it  to  objects  purely  commercial. 

We  look  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1794, 
respecting  the  intercourse  wilh  Canada,  as  the 
basis  of  ttie  corresponding  article:  oraitiiog,  ac- 
cording to  our  instrucdoQs,  whatever  related  to 
the  Indian  trade.  In  drawing  the  other  articles, 
we  were  principally  guided  by  the  unratified 
Treaty  of  1806  ;  by  the  instructions  given  in 
relation  to  it  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  in  his 
despatch  of  May  20, 1807  ;  and  by  ihe  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  3J  March  last,  fur  abolishing  all  dis- 
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criminating  duties.  From  the  previous  explicit 
declarations  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  we 
deemed  it  useless  lo  offer  any  article  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  intercourse  wilh  the  West  India  islands, 
and  only  inserted  a  clause  lo  prevent  the  appli- 
cation to  that  intercourse  of  the  provisions  con- 
templated by  the  convention. 

On  the  16ih  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  ad- 
dressed to  us  a  note,  enclosing  their  conire-projet, 
(marked  No.  2.)  and  on  the  17lh  we  transraitled 
our  answer,  (marked  No.  3.)  The  whole  subject 
was  discussed  at  large  in  conferences  held  on  the 
19ih  and  21st.  The  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in 
a  note  of  the  10th,  (marked  No.  4,)  staled  the 
substance  of  their  answer  to  ours  of  the  17ih.  In 
the  conference  of  the  21sl  we  delivered  the  addi- 
tional clause  to  the  second  article  of  the  contre- 
projet,  (marked  No.  5.)  and  afterwards,  on  the 
same  day,  we  transmitted  our  note,  marked  No.  6. 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  these  notes,  that  we  had 
come  lo  an  understanding  as  to  the  intercourse 
between  ihe  United  Stales  and  the  British  terri- 
tories in  Europe,  and  that  we  disagreed  on  three 
points — the  intercourse  wilh  Canada;  placing, 
generally,  both  countries  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
lavored  nations;  and  the  intercourse  with  the 
British  East  Indies. 

On  the  first  point,  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
persisted  in  refusing  lo  admit  that  the  citizens  of 
the  Uniied  States  should  have  the  right  to  lake 
their  produce  down  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to 
Montreal,  and  down  the  river  Charably  (or  Sorel) 
to  the  St.  Lawrence;  and,  without  that  permis- 
sion, the  article  was  Useless  to  us,  and  unequal  in 
its  practical  operation.  The  provision  that  the 
importaiion  of  our  produce  into  Canada  should 
not  be  prohibited,  unless  the  prohibition  extended 
generally  to  all  similar  articles,  afforded  us  no 
security,  as  no  similar  articles  are  imported  into 
Canada  from  any  other  foreign  country;  whilst 
the  corresponding  provision  respecting  the  im- 
portation into  the  United  Stales,  through  Cana- 
da, of  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  effectually  prevented  us  from  prohibiting 
such  an  importation,  since  this  could  not  be  done 
without  extending  the  prohibition  to  the  iraporl- 
ation  of  all  similar  articles,  either  of  British  or 
other  growth  or  manufacture,  into  the  Atlantic 
ports  of  the  Uniied  Stales. 

The  article  for  placing,  respectively,  the  two 
countries  on  the  fooling  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tion, limited,  as  was  insisted  on  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  lo  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  Slates  and  the  European  territories  of 
Great  Britain,  was  unnecessary,  since  all  thai  ap- 
peared desirable  on  that  subject  was  secured  by 
the  second  article;  and  a  provision  of  that  na- 
ture, unless  offering  some  obvious  advantage,  was 
deemed  embarrassing,  on  account  of  the  difficul- 
ties attached  to  its  execution. 

With  this  view  of  the  two  subjects, and  finding 
that  to  arrange  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
was  impracticable,  we  proposed,  in  our  note  of  the 
21si,  to  omit  altogether  the  articles  relating  to 

them. 

On  the  subject  of  the  intercourse  with  India, 


the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  contrary  to  the  im- 
pression made  in  the  unofficial  conversations  on 
Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin,  insisted,  on  our  offi- 
cial conferences,  that  our  admission  to  tiiat  trade 
was,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  a  concession 
altogether  gratuitous,  and  for  which,  particularly 
as  to  the  privilege  of  indirect  outward  voyages, 
she  ultimately  expected  an  equivalent ;  whilst  we 
strenuously  contended  that  an  equivalent  was 
found  in  the  trade  itself,  which  was  highly  bene- 
ficial to  India,  or,  at  ail  events,  considering  the 
nature  of  the  commercial  intercourse  generally 
between  the  two  countries,  in  the  other  provisions 
of  the  convention.  On  the  same  ground, we  urged 
our  claim  lo  be  placed  in  India  on  the  same  fool- 
ing, at  least,  as  the  most  favored  nations;  lo 
which  it  was  replied  that  they  made  a  distinction 
between  those  nations  which  had  possessions  ihere 
and  those  which  had  none.  The  refusal  not  be- 
ing altogether  explicit,  we  renewed  our  proposal 
lo  that  effect  in  our  note. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in  a  note  of  the 
23d.  (marked  No.  7,)  acceded  to  our  proposal  to 
omit  ihe  third  and  fifth  articles,  and  refusing  that 
on  the  subject  of  Indians,  offered  to  omit  itie  ar- 
ticle altogether,  and  to  sign  a  convention  em- 
bracing only  the  provisions  respecting  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  Stales  and  the  British 
'  territories  in  Europe. 

I  This  proposal  we  rejected  in  our  note  of  the 
j  24th,  (marked  No.  8.)  But  in  order  to  meet,  if 
I  practicable,  the  views  of  the  British  Government, 
and  to  avoid  making  any  distinction  between  the 
East  India  trade  and  the  other  branches  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  we  proposed  to  limit  the  dura- 
tion of  the  whole  convention  lo  four  years;  and 
we  offered,  as  an  alternative,  an  arrangement  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  abolishing  the  discriminating 
duties,  in  conformity  with  ihe  acl  of  Congress  of 
the  last  session. 

In  a  note ofthe 26th,  (marked  No.9.)  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  informed  us  that  ihey  found  it 
necessary  lo  refer  our  last  proposals  lo  their  Gov- 
ernment;  and  by  their  note  of  the  29ih.  (marked 
No.  10.)  they  accepted  our  offer  of  a  convention 
embracing  the  East  India  article,  and  limited  to 
four  years,  to  be  calculated  from  the  date  of  its 
signature.  We  replied  to  ihis  in  a  note  dated 
30ih  June,  (and  marked  No.  11,)  and  on  the  same 
day  ar;anged,  in  a  conference,  the  details  of  the 
convention. 

We  beg  leave  lo  add,  that  the  same  restriction 
which  confines  our  vessels  to  the  principal  ports 
of  India  is,  except  in  special  cases,  imposed  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  on  British  subjects;  and  that, 
besides  the  discrimination  in  the  export  duty  from 
England,  the  diff  rence  on  the  import  duty  on 
the  article  of  cotton  had,  by  a  late  act  of  Par- 
liament, been  increased  to  two-pence  sterling  per 
pound  in  favorof  everyspecies  imported  in  British 
vessels,  and  even  of  Brazil  coiton  imported  in 
Portuguese  vessels. 

We  liave  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  &,c. 
JOHN  aUlNGY  ADAMS, 
H.CLAY, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
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[I 


\  No.  1. 

t'fojet  of  the  American  Ministers. 

Art.  1.  ^here  shall  be  between  the  territories 
'rff  the  Uni;vd  States  and  all  the  dominions  of  His 
jEritannic  Majesty  in  Europe,  a  reciprocal  and 
♦perfect  hbtirty  of  commerce  and  navigation.  The 
tpeople  andi  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries,  re- 
*snectiveiy.!shall  have  liberty,  freely  and  securely, 
land  without  hindrance  and  molestation,  to  come 
iwith  their  jh  ipsa  rid  cargoes  to  the  lands,  countries, 
|c5ties,port5i  places,  and  rivers  within  the  territories 


dies ;  and  that  the  citizens  of  the  said  Statei  mar 
freely  carry  on  a  trade  with  the  said  territories, 
in  all  articles  of  which  the  importation  or  export- 
ation respectively  to  or  from  the  said  territories 
shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited:  Provided,  ^'^V, 
That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  (or  them,  in  any  time 
of  war  between  the  British  Government  and  any 
other  Power  or  State  whatever,  to  export  from 
the  said  territories,  without  the  special  permission 
of  the  British  Government  there,  any  military  or 
naval  stores,  or  rice. 

,  I         r         .,  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  pay  for 

JajQd  dominions  aforesaid,  to  enter  into  the  same,  to  I  their  vessels,  when  admitted  into  the  said  ports 
irfsort  ther.^.and  to  remain  and  reside  therewith-  I  no  other  or  higher  duty  or  charge  than  shall  be 
jolit  any  Iiniitation  of  time ;  also,  to  hire  and  pos-  payable  on  British  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
^fss  housesj  and  warehouses,  for  the  purposes  of  i  ted  States  ;  and  they  shall  pay  no  other  or  higher 
-ieir  comt«erce;  and,  generally,  the  merchants  duties  or  charges  on  the  importation  or  exporla- 
.{id  trader^  on  each  side  shall  enjoy  the  most  \  tion  of  the  cargoes  of  the  said  vessels  than  shall 
^mplete  p^rotection  and  security  for  their  com-  |  be  payable  on  the  same  articles  when  imported  or 


not  carry  any 
from  the  said 


exported  in  British  vessels.  Bui  it  is  expressly 
agreed  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall 
of  the  articles  expori.,1  by  them 
British  territories  to  any  port  or 
place,  except  to  some  port  or  place  in  America, 
where  the  same  shall  be  unladen  ;  or  to  some  perl 
or  place,  or  pons  or  places  in  China,  or  in  the 
Indian  seas,  wiience  the  said  vessels  shall  pro- 
ceed, as  aforesaid,  to  some  port  or  place  in  Amer- 
ica, and   there  unlade  the  whole  of  the  articles 


i^erce,  but  ubject  always,  as  to  what  respects  this 

Sitiicle,  to  t  le  laws  and  statutes  of  the  two  coun- 

tiies,  resperttively. 

f  I  Art.  2.    Vo  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  im- 

iofcsed  on  tl  e  importation  into  the  United  States 

i|)rany  arti^  les  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 

t-ifre,  of  the  dominions  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 

Ju  Europe. joor  on  the  importation  into  His  Brit- 

jipnic  Maj(^-ty's  dominions  in  Europe  of  any  arti- 
rje  the  grofwth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the    .^„,  ...„ v....-^.   ...v  ,,..«..  v>.   luc  amci 

jt  nitedStafes,  than  are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  I  exported,  in  the  manner  abovementioned.  from 

^uearticle^beingof  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- !  the  aforesaid  British  territories  ;  and  such  regu- 

^factare.ofiaoy  other  foreign  country.     Nor  shall  i  lations  shall  be  adopted  by  both  parties  as  shall 

s*iy  higher  lluties  or  charges  be  imposed,  in  either  from  time  to  time  be  found  necessary  to  enforce 
{  the  two>countries,  on  the  exportation  of  any  ;  the  due  and  faithful  observance  of  this  stipula- 
tion. It  is  also  understood  that  the  permission 
granted  by  this  article  is  not  to  extend  to  allow 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  carry  on  any 
part  of  the  coasting  trade  of  the  said  British  ter- 
ritories, without  the  special  permission  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  there ;  but  the  vessels  going  from 

,,..,.  .  I  one  port  to  another  of  the  said  territories,  for  the 

ritannic  flajesty  s  dominions  in  Europe,  to  or  .  sole  purposes  either  of  discharging  their  original 
nomthesa.d  Siates  or  the  said  dominions,  which  cargoes,  or  part  thereof,  or  of  completing  their 
illy  extend  to  all  other  nations.  No  return  cargoes,  are  not  to  be  considered  as  carry- 
.»)»ner  or  nigner  duties  or  charges  shall  be  im-  ing  on  the  coasting  trade.  Neither  is  this  article 
.}>Wd,  in  a'ly  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  ,  to  be  construed  to  allow  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
^p  British  vessels,  (such  only  excepted  as  may  be  |  ted  States  to  settle  or  reside  within  the  said  terri- 
^^und  fror^  or  to  British  possessions  to  which  lories,  or  to  go  into  the  interior  parts  thereof 
^v•.ssels  ol  tfie  United  States  are  not  permanently  without  the  permission  of  the  British  Government 
ii-»mitted,)  jhan  shall  be  payable  in  the  said  ports 
he  United  States;  nor  in  the  ports 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 


(tides  to  iftie  United  States,  or  t*o  His  Britannic 
jajesty's  dj)minions  in  Europe,  respectively,  than 
Vi^cli  as  arejpayable  on  the  exportation  of  the  like 
Vtjticles  to  i.very  other  foreign  country  ;  nor  shall 
||i^y  prohibition  be  imposed  on  the  exportation  or 
^tjiportaiioi  cl  any  articles  the  growth,  produce, 
o*  manufa|iure.  of  the  United  States,  or  of  His 


i 


sty's 

,  .  ,  ,  e  vessels  of  the  United  States,  than 
Ja»e  or  siialjbe  payable  in  the  said  ports  by  British 
^>ssels.  'Kie  same  duties  of  exportation  and  im- 
Juprtation.  aflid  also  the  same  drawbacks  aud  boun- 
|Bes,  shall  *)e  respectively  paid  and  allowed  in 
^(ther  country  on  all  articles  the  produce,  growth, 

ll  manufalture,  of  the  United  Stales  or  of  His 
itannic  |Iajesty's  dominions  in  Europe,  whe- 

|;er  such  eiportation  or  importation  be  in  vessels 

f  the  United  Sjates  or  in  British  vesseh. 

Art.  " 

.  iivrssels 
6, 


3.  His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  that  the 

of    he   United  States  shall  be  admitted, 

U|id  bospii;  bly  received,  in  all  the  seaports  and 

he  British  dominions  in  the  East  In- 


rbors  of 


1 


ii 


established  there;  and  if  any  transgressions  shall 
be  attempted  against  the  regulations  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  this  respect,  the  observance 
of  the  same  shall  and  may  be  enforced  against  ihe 
citizensof  America,  in  the  same  manner  as  against 
British  subjects  or  others  transgressing  the  same 
rule.  And  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 
whenever  they  arrive  in  any  port  or  harbor  in  the 
said  territories,  or  if  they  should  be  permitted,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  to  go  to  any  other  place  there- 
in, shall  always  be  subject  to  the  laws,  govern- 
ment, and  jurisdiction,  of  whatsoever  nature, 
established  in  such  harbor,  port,  or  place,  accord- 
ing as  the  same  may  be.  The  vessels  of  the 
United  States  may  also  touch  for  refreshment  al 
the  island  of  St.  Helena,  or  at  such  other  ports 
or  places  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  Great 
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Britain  in  the  African  or  Indian  seas,  but  subject 
in  all  respects  to  such  regulations  as  the  British 
Government  may  from  time  to  time  establish 
there. 

Art.  4.  The  navigation  of  all  the  lakes,  rivers, 
and  water  communications,  the  middle  of  which 
is  the  boundary  between   the  United  States  and 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  on  the  con- 
tinent of  North  America,  shall,  at  all  times,  be 
free  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  lo 
His  Majesty's  subjects.     The  said  citizens  and 
subjects  may  freely  carry  on  trade  and  commerce 
with  each  other,  and,  for  that  purpose,  pass  and 
repass  by  land  or  inland  navigation,  into  the  re- 
spective territories  of  the  two  parties  on  the  said 
continent;  and  no   higher  or  other  tolls,  or  rales 
of  ferriage,  than  what  are  or  shall  be  payable  by 
natives,  shall   be  demanded  on  either  side.     All 
goods  or  merchandise,  whose  importation  into  the 
United  Stales  shall  not  be  wholly  prohibited,  may 
freely,  for  the  purposes  of  the  commerce  above- 
mentioned,  be  ca.'ried  into  the  same,  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid,  by  His  Majesty's  subjects  ;  and  such 
goods  and    merchandise  shall    be  subject   to   no 
higher  or  other  duties  tnan  would  be  payable  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  on  the  importation 
of  the  same  in  American  vessels  into  the  Atlan- 
tic ports  of  the  said  United  States;  and,  in  like 
maooer,  all  goods  and   merchandise,  whose  im- 
portation  into   His  Majesty's  said   territories  in 
America    shall   not   be  entirely  prohibited,  may 
freely,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  abovemen- 
tioned. be  carried  into  the   same,  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,   by  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates; 
and  such  goods  and  merchandise  shall  be  subject 
to  no  higher  or  other  duties  than  would  be  paya- 
ble by  His  Majesty's  subjects  on  the  importation 
of  the  same  from  Europe  into  the  said  territories. 
All  goods  not  prohibited  to  be  imported  from  the 
.said  lerriiories,  respectively,  may,  in  like  manner, 
be  carried  out  of  the  same  by  ihe  two  parties. 
No  duty  of  importation  or  exportation  shall  be 
levied  by  either  party  on  peltries  or  furs  which 
may  be  brought,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  by  land 
or  inland  navigation,  from  the  said  territories  of 
one  party  into  the  said    territories  of  the   other 
parly. 

Art.  5.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parlies,  respectively,  to  appoint  consuls 
for  the  protection  of  trade,  and  agents  for  the  pro- 
tection of  seamen,  to  reside  in  the  dominions  and 
territories  of  the  other  party  ;  and  the  said  con- 
suls and  agents  shall  enjoy  the  liberties  and  rights 
which  belong  to  them  by  reason  of  their  func- 
tions. But  before  any  consul  or  agent  aforesaid 
shall  act  as  such,  he  ^hall  be,  in  the  usual  form, 
approved  and  admitted  by  the  party  to  whom  he 
IS  sent ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  and 
proper,  that,  in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  con- 
duct towards  the  laws  or  Government,  a  consul 
or  agent  aforesaid  may  either  be  punished  accord- 
ing to  law,  if  ihe  laws  will  reacn  the  case,  or  be 
dismissed,  or  even  sent  back;  the  offended  Gov- 
ernment assigning  to  the  other  the  reasons  for 
the  same. 
Aht.  6.  It  being  the  iDiention  of  the  high  con- 


tracting parties,  that  the  peopleof  their  respeetire 
dominions  shall  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  the 
most  favored  nation,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case 
either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  any  additional 
advantage  in  navigation  or  trade  to  any  other 
nation,  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  party 
shall  fully  participate  therein  ;  freely,  where  it  is 
freely  granted  to  such  other  nation,  or  yielding 
the  same  compensation  where  ihe  grant  is  made 
for  some  equivalent. 


No.  2. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  to  the  American  Plat' 
ipofentiaria. 

Board  of  Trade,  June  16,  1S15. 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  a 
contre-projel  for  the  arrangement  of  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  two  countries.  The 
American  Plenipotentiaries  will  observe,  that  ihe 
article  respecting  the  British  East  Indies  is  not 
proposed  to  be  included  in  the  body  of  the  Treaty, 
but  in  a  separate  article,  and  more  limited  in  point 
of  duration,  than  would  be  suitable  to  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  Treaty  itself  The  undersigned, 
nevertheless,  flatter  themselves  that  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries  will  see  in  the  proposed  ar- 
ticle for  the  East  India  intercourse,  a  proof  of  the 
liberal  and  conciliatory  di5p)ositiou  with  which 
the  British  Government  is  disposed  lo  act  upon 
the  subject. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  at  one  of  the  unoffi- 
cial conferences,  and.  subsequently,  at  the  first 
ofiScial  conference  held  with  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries, the  undersigned  stated,  by  order  of 
their  Government,  that  if  the  power  of  going  from 
the  United  States  to  the  British  dominions  in  the 
East  Indies  by  an  indirect  course  were  conceded, 
Great  Britain  must  be  considered  as  entitled  to 
some  equivalent  for  the  concession,  and  that  the 
fur  trade  was  pointed  out  by  the  undersigned  as 
capable  of  furnishing  that  equivalent. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  having  stated 
that  their  instructions  did  not  permit  them  to 
grant,  by  stipulation,  any  commercial  intercourse 
between  His  Majesty's  subjects  and  the  Indians 
residing  within  the  acknowledged  boundaries  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  having  suggested  any 
other  means  of  finding  an  equivalent,  the  under- 
signed would  have  been  fully  justified  in  tender- 
ing a  contre-project  which  wholly  omitted  the 
concession  in  question.  But  His  .Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, anxious  to  renew  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  two  countries,  in  the  true  spirjt  of 
peace  and  harmony,  has  authorized  the  urider- 
signed  to  offer  a  separate  article,  by  which  the 
indirect  voyage  from  the  United  States  to  the 
British  East  Indies  will  be  permitted,  without 
equivalent,  for  the  space  o(  two  years,  m  the  con- 
fident hope  that,  during  that  period,  the  American 
Government  will  be  enabled  to  propose  such  aa 
equivalent  as  may  induce  Great  Britain  to  make 
that  permission  commensurate  with  the  general 
deration  of  the  treaty. 

The   undersigned  will   be  happy  to  have  the 
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}  ^onor  of  Seeing  the  American  PlenipoieDtiaries 
\  '  on  any  (|ay  which  may  suit  their  convenience, 
\  ^nd  request  ihem  lo  accept  the  assurance  of  their 
.(high  coni^deration. 

i  F.  ROBINSON, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 
:  WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


Cowumtrcicd  Convention  with  Grtat  Britain. 


ill 


Contie-projet  of  the  British  Commiaaioneri. 

AbtickE  1.    There  shall  be,  between  all  the 
e|of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe, 


jterritori 


y  fully 
fjhips  and:  cargoes  to  all  such  places,  ports,  and 
I  IrJvers  in  ^e  territories  aforesaid,  to  which  other 
I  il'oreigner^^are  |)ermiited  to  come;  to  enter  into 
T  the  same,"and  remain  and  reside  in  any  parts  of 
the  said  tprrilories,  respectively  ;  also  to  hire  and 
J  Lccupy  wHUrehonses  for  the  purposes  of  their  com- 
T  fnerce;  afid,  generally,  the  merchants  and  traders 
;  \  ^f  each  nation,  respectively,  shall  enjoy  the  most 
y  |;omplelefprotection  and  ^ecurlly  for  their  com- 
» i?  inerce,  buji  subject  always  to  the  laws  and  statutes 
J  >J  fcf  the  iwlcounlries,  respectively. 
*•  f.\  Art.  2*  No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  im- 
1^  *iosed  on -the  importation  into  the  territories  of 
j[^  His  Bniai^nic  Majesty  in  Europe,  of  any  article? 
*  |he  growt^,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  Uni- 

her  or  higher  duties  shall  be 
tation  into  the  United  States 
wt  duj  ci^^vito  liic  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  hii Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Eu- 
rope, than^are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  like  ar- 
■iycles  beinij  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
"^f  any  other  foreign  country  ;  nor  shall  any  other 
^r»r  higher  f'uties  or  charges  be  imposed  in  either 

JAi  the  twu.  countries  on  the  exportation  of  any  ar- 
ijjcles  to  H<s  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Eu- 
tope,  or  t^  the  United  States,  respectively,  than 
'•  ^iiuch  as  at;*  payable  on  the  exportation  of  the  like 
jS^rticles  tm  any  other  foreign  country;  nor  shall 
iJiny  prohiMitioQ  be  imposed  upon  the  exportation 
l\i^x  irapori>,iion  of  any  article  tlie  growth,  produce, 
^(>r  manufacture  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  terri- 
~"  of  the  United  Stales,  to 


>  ^  led  State^j;  and  no  ot 

■  J  Imposed  o{i  the  impon 

^  (bf  any  arc>cles  the  er 


or 


or 


l^^ries  in  ^urop«, 
ij/rom  the  ^aid  territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 

jjj<n  Europt-i  or  to  or  from  the  said  United  States, 

•  <f  ^hich  sha^l  not  extend  to  all  other  nations.  No 
•jj^^ther  or  higher  duties  or  charges  ^hall  be  imposed 
\iisi  the  ports  of  any  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
i^  territories. in  Europe  on  the  vessels  of  the  United 
K^tates,  thjn  shall  be  payable  on  British  vessels; 
5ior  in  an^  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  on 
'  British  vissels,  than  those  payable  in  the  same 
j[  f»orts  by  \5ps^els  of  the  United  Slates. 
ri  Art.  3..- The  navigation  of  all  lakes,  rivers,  and 
' ;  tvater  conJmunications,  the  middle  of  which  is  or 
ay  be  tlA-  boundary  between  His  Britannic  Ma- 
sty's  ter/>itorieson  the  continent  of  North  Amer- 

j^tlca,  and  tl;e  United  States,  shall,  with  the  excep- 
»|ion^  hertMnafter  mentioned,  at  all  times  be  free 

T|^.  j[o  His  Mc^esty's  subjects  and  the  ciuzens  of  the 


iS\ 


t 
f 


United  States.  The  inhabitants  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  territories  in  North  America,  and  the 
citizens  and  subjects  of  the  United  States,  may 
freely  carry  on  trade  and  commerce  by  land  or 
inland  navigation,  as  aforesaid,  with  goods  and 
merchandise  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  the  British  territories  in  Europe  or  North 
America,  or  of  the  United  States,  respectively, 
within  the  territories  of  the  two  parlies,  respect- 
ively, on  the  said  continent,  (the  country  within 
the  limits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  only 
excepted  ;)  and  no  other  or  higher  duties  or  toll.s, 
or  rates  of  ferriage,  or  portage,  than  what  are  or 
shall  be  payable  by  natives,  respectively,  shall  be 
taken  or  demanded  on  either  side.  All  goods  or 
merchandise,  whose  importation  into  the  United 
States  shall  not  be  wholly  prohibited,  may  fully, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  commerce  abovemenlioned. 
be  carried  into  the  said  United  States,  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid,  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  sub- 
jects; and  the  said  goods  and  merchandise  shall 
be  subject  to  no  higher  or  other  duties  than  would 
be  payable  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the 
importation  of  the  same  in  American  vessels  into 
the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United  Stales.  And, 
in  like  manner,  all  goods  and  merchandise  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  whose  importation  into  His  Majesty's  said 
territories  in  America  shall  not  be  entirely  pro- 
hibited, may  fully,  for  the  purposes  of  the  com- 
merce abovemenlioned,  be  carried  into  the  same 
by  land,  or  by  means  of  such  lakes,  rivers,  and 
water  communications  asabovementioned,  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  ;  and  such  goods  and 
merchandise  shall  be  subject  to  no  other  or  higher 
duty  than  would  be  payable  by  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects on  the  importation  of  the  same  from  Europe 
into  the  said  territories.  No  duty  shall  be  levied 
by  either  party  on  peltries  or  furs  which  may  be 
brought  in  the  manner  aforesaid  by  land  or  inland 
navigation,  from  the  saiJ  territories  of  the  other ; 
but  toll-*,  or  rates  of  ferriage,  or  portage,  may  be 
demanded  and  taken  in  manner  abovemenlioned 
on  such  peltries  or  furs. 

It  is  hereby  declared,  that  nothing  in  this  arti- 
cle contained,  as  to  the  navigation  of  rivers,  lakes, 
or  water  communications,  shall  extend  to  give  a 
right  of  navigation  upon  or  within  the  same,  in 
those  parts  where  the  middle  is  not  the  boundary 
between  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  and 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  4.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two  con- 
trading  parlies  lo  appoint  consuls  for  the  protec- 
tion of  trade,  to  reside  in  the  dominions  and  terri- 
tories of  the  other  parly  ;  but,  before  any  consul 
shall  act  as  such,  he  shall,  in  the  usual  form,  be 
approved  and  admitted  by  the  Government  to 
which  he  is  sent.  And  it  is  hereby  declared  that, 
in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  conduct  towards 
the  laws  or  Government  of  tiie  country  to  which 
he  is  sent,  such  consul  may  ciiher  be  punished 
according  to  law,  if  ihe  laws  will  reach  the  ca^e, 
or  be  sent  back,  the  offended  Government  assign- 
ing to  the  other  the  reasons  for  the  same. 

It  is  hereby  declared,  that  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  may  except  from  the  residence  of 
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consuls,  such  particular  places  as  such  party  shall 
judge  proper  to  be  so  excepted. 

Art.  5  It  being  the  intention  of  the  contract- 
ing parlies  that  the  inhabitants  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States, shall,  in  respect  tocom- 
merce  between  the  said  territories,  be  placed  on 
the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations,  it  is 
agreed,  that  in  case  either  of  the  contraciing  par- 
lies shall  hereafter  grant  any  additional  advan- 
tages in  commerce  or  navigation  to  any  Euro- 
pean nation  as  to  the  importation  or  exportation 
to  or  from  such  other  Europeon  nation  and  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  or  lo 
or  from  such  European  nation  and  the  territories 
of  the  United  Stales,  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
the  other  contracting  party  shall  likewise  enjoy 
the  same,  freely,  where  it  has  been  freely  granted 
to  such  other  European  nation;  and,  where  con- 
ditionally granted,  on  the  same  terras  and  condi- 
tions on  which  such  advantage  shall  have  been 
granted,  or  on  terms  and  conditions  which  may  be 
afterwards  agreed  upon  as  equivalent  thereto  by 
the  contracting  parties. 

FIRST  SEPARATE  ARTICLE. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  that  the  vessels 
of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  admitted  and  hos- 
pitably received  at  the   principal  settlements  of 
the  British  dominions  in  the  East  Indies,  videli- 
cet. Calcutta,  Madras,  Bombay,  and  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  island  ;  and  that  the  citizens  of  the  said 
Uniled  Stales  may  fully  carry  on  trade  between 
the  said  principal  settlements  and  the  said  United 
Statfs,  in  all  articles  of  which  the  importation 
and  exportation,  respectively,  to  and  from  the  said 
territories,  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited:  Pro- 
vided, only.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  them, 
in  any  lime  of  war  between  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  any  Power  or  State  whatever,  to  export 
from  the  said  territories,  without  the  special  per- 
mission of  the  British  Government,  any  military 
stores,  or  naval  stores,  or  rice.     The  citizens  of 
the  United  States  shall  pay  for  their  vessels,  when 
admitted,  no  other  or  higher  duty  or  charge  than 
shall  be  payable  on  the  vessels  of  the  most  favored 
European  nations;  and  they  shall  pay  no  other 
or  higher  duties  or  charges  on  the  importation  or 
exportation  of  the  cargoes  of  the  said  vessels,  than 
shall  be  payable  on   the  same  articles  when  im- 
ported or  exported  in  the  vessels  of  the  most  fa- 
vored Europeon  nation. 

But  it  is  expressly  agreed,  that  the  ves«.els  of 
the  United  States  shall  not  carry  any  articles  from 
the  said  principal  settletneuts  to  any  port  or  place, 
except  to  some  port  or  place  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  where  the  same  shall  be  unladen. 

It  is  also  understood,  that  the  permission  granted 
by  this  article  is  not  to  extend  to  allow  the  ves- 
sels of  the  Uniled  Stales  to  carry  on  any  of  the 
coasting  trade  of  the  said  British  territories;  but 
the  vessels  of  the  Uniled  States  having,  in  the 
first  instance,  proceeded  to  one  of  the  said  prin- 
cipal settlements  of  the  British  dominions  in  the 
East  Indies,  and  then  going  with  their  original 
cargoes,  or  part  thereof,  from  one  of  the  said  prin- 


cipal settlements  to  another,  shall  not  be  consid- 
ered as  carrying  on  the  c  jasiing  trade. 

The  vessels  of  the  Uniled  States  may  also 
touch  for  refreshment,  but  not  for  commerce,  in 
the  course  of  iheir  voyage  to  or  from  the  British 
territories  in  ludia,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
the  island  of  St.  Helena,  or  such  other  places  as 
may  be  in  the  possession  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
African  or  Indian  seas;  it  being  well  understood 
that,  in  all  that  regards  this  article,  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  subject  in  all  re- 
spects to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  British 
Government  from  time  to  time  established. 

SECOND  SEPARATE  ARTICLE. 

It  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  first 
separate  article  of  the  present  treaty  shall  be 
limited  in  its  duration  to  ihe  period  of  two  years 
from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  said  treaty. 

No.  3. 
The  American  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 
Harley  Street,  June  17,  1815. 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge  the   receipt  of  the  note   of  His    Britannic 
Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  16ih  instant, 
enclosing  their  contre-projet  for  the  arrangement 
of  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries. 

Anxious  to  ascertain,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  whether  there  be  any  probability  that 
such  an  arrangement  can  now  be  concluded  as 
shall  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties,  the  under- 
signed will  not  at  this  time  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  subject,  and,  leaving  minor  points  for 
subsequent  consideration,  will  only  propose  the 
following  alterations  in  the  contre-projet  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries,  viz: 

Art.  2. — 1st.  To  reinstate  the  clause  in  the 
projet  of  the  undersigned  which  provided  that 
the  same  duties,  drawbacks,  and  bounties  should 
be  paid  and  allowed  in  either  country,  on  the 
importation  or  exportation  of  articles  the  produce, 
growth,  or  manulaclure  of  His  Britannic  Mijes- 
ty's  territories  in  Europe,  or  of  the  United  Stales. 
2d.  To  reinstate  the  clause  in  the  projet  of  the 
undersigned  which  excepted  from  the  provision 
to  equalize  tonnage  duties  British  vessels  bound 
to  or  from  British  possessions  to  which  vessels  of 
the  United  States  were  not  permanently  admit- 
ted ;  or  to  introduce  a  new  article,  providing  that 
neither  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies,  nor  that  by  sea  between  the  said 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  possessions 
in  North  America,  shall  be  affected  by  any  arti- 
cle in  the  treaty,  but  that  each  party  shall  remain 
in  the  complete  possession  of  its  rights,  in  respect 
to  such  an  intercourse. 

Art.  3.  To  reinstate,  in  substance,  the  article 
proposed  on  that  subject  by  the  undersigned,  so 
that  Ihe  commerce  by  land  or  inland  navigation, 
sanctioned  by  the  article,  be  confined  to  that 
which  may  be  carried  on  between  the  citizens  of 
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jthe  UniUfd  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
jsubjects  J  and  su  as  not  to  preclude  the  citizens  of 
*the  Unii(*d  States  from  carrying  articles  of  the 
I fjrowth.  •  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  said 
'  States  iK)wn  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  far  at 
!  least  as  ^lontreal,  and  down  the  waters  of  Lake  ; 
:Champl«.in,  as  far  at  least  as  the  St.  Lawrence; 
;  or,  if  no'saiisfactorjr  arrangement  can  at  present 
*  be  form^t'd  on  this  subject,  to  omit  the  article 
.  altogelhiT. 

i  Art.  j.  To  place,  generally,  each  nation  on 
t  the  footjjQg  of  the  most  favored  nation,  without 
'.  restriclitCg  that  prtrilege.  as  relates  to  the  citi- 
.  zens  of  I'le  LJn;ted   States,  to  the  commerce  with 

['  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe. 

;  •      Second  separate  article  to  be  omitted. 
':      The  U:ndersigned  will  have  the  honor  to  wait 
;  on  His  /Sritannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  on 

UMondajr^the  19th  instant,  at  two  o'clock,  at  the 


receive  from  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  a 
more  precise  explanation  of  their  views  upon 
this  point. 

Upon  the  second  point  referred  to  in  the  note 
of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  the  under- 
signed expressed  their  readiness  to  agree  to  a 
clause  which  should  contain  the  latter  alternatiTe 
suggested  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries. 

Upon  the  third  article,  relating  to  the  inter- 
course between  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
the  undersigned  disclaimed  any  intention  of  ob- 
taining, by  any  interpretation  of  the  words  of  the 
article  as  they  had  proposed  it,  a  right  to  an  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indians  residing  within  the 
acknowledgtd  limits  of  the  United  States,  which 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  had  already  stated 
that  their  instructions  forbade  them  to  concede. 
And  they  expressed  their  readiness  to  agree  to 
the  insertion  of  such  words  ax  would  clear  up 


iOflSce  oftTrade.  when  the  undersigned  hope  they  '  any  doubt  which  might  exist  upon  the  subject. 
'  will  be  si)\e  to  communicate  to  them   their  final  I      As  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
t  determii.ation  on  the  proposed  alterations.  j  as  far  as  Montreal,  and  that  of  the  waters  fiow- 

The  updersigned  request  His  Britannic  Majes-  j  ing  from  Lake  Charaplain  to  that  river,  the  un 
's  Plenipotentiaries  to  accept  the  assurances  of,  dersigned  stated  themselves  not  to  be  auihorizet 


;iy 

i  their  di^iq^oished  consideration 
I  I  JOHN  UUINCY  ADAMS, 

,  HEMIY  CLAY, 

I  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  iight  Hon.  F.  J.  Robinson,  H.  Goul 
BCR^,  and  Dr.  William  Adams. 
i 


»  No.  4. 

The  British  to  the  American  Plenipotentiaries. 
\         Board  of  Trade,  June  20,  1815. 
In  conjpliance  with  the  request  of  the  Amen- 
'Can  Pleitipoteutiaries,  the  undersigned  have  the 
'honor  lof  communicate  to  them,  in  writing,  the 
substanc^  of  the  observations  which  were  made 
on  the   aari  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in 
the  conlj-rence  of  yesterday,  upon   the  different 
■  points  referred   to  in  the  note  of  the   American 
;rlenipot^'ntiaries  of  the  17ih  instant. 

Upon  .^he  tir->t   point,  relating  to  a  part  of  the 
second  article  of  the  contre-projet  of  the  under- 
signed, i|ie  British  Plenipotentiaries  stated  it  to 
.  be  the  iweotion  of  their  Government  to  agree  not 
only  to  14  mutual  equalization  of  such  duties  as 
may  be  yroperly  called  tonnage  duties,  but  also 
of  all  dijlies  upon  the  importation  of  goods  the 
growth,  J)roduce,  or  manufacture  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, respectively,  whether  imported  in   British 
or  in  Acjierican  ships;  they  slated,  further,  their 
readinesf  to  accede  to  a  similar  and  mutual  equal- 
ization cj'  bounties  payable  upon  the  above  arti- 
cles.    U^on  tlie  subject  of  drawbacks,  they  rep- 
reseniedj  that   the  clause,   as   proposed    by   the 
•American  Plenipotentiaries,  appeared  to  wive  to 
the  vess<'ls  of  the  United  States  which  mi'ht  b 
engaged;in  the  general  re-exportation  of  Am 
can  produce  from  this  country  to  all  other  p^rts 
of  the  world  an  advantage  equal  to  that  enjdyed 
-by  Brituh  ships;  and    tnat  this   privilege  went 
.  beyond  t<je  general  principle  of  an  article  wpich 
was  conjned  to  the  trade  between  the  two  coun- 
;  lues,  tfejpeciively.     They  expressed  a  wish  to 


ized 
to  stipulate  the  concession  of  that  indulgence  in 
the  way  proposed  by  the  Amtrican  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. The  undtTstigned  likewise  stated  their 
objections  to  extending  Article  5  beyond  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe. 

In  regard  to  the  two  separate  articles  of  the 
contre-projet,  the  under^igned  stated  that  they 
had  no  authority  to  grant  the  first,  unless  accom- 
panied by  a  limitation  in  point  of  time;  and 
when  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  proposed, 
as  a  substitute  for  tiiat  article,  one  which  should 
give  the  United  Stales  the  sauie  privileges  as  the 
j  most  favored  European  nations  in  their  inter- 
j  course  with  the  British  possessions  in  that  quar- 
ter, the  undersigned,  while  they  admitted  that,  in 
!  some  respects,  it  stood  upon  different  grounds 
from  an  article  which  should  grant  the  indirect 
voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  without  any  equiva- 
lent or  limitation  in  point  of  time,  did  not  feel 
themselves  authorized  to  hold  out  any  expecta- 
tion that  this  new  suggestion  could  be  acceded  to 
by  Great  Britain. 

The  undersigned  request  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  accept  the  as>urance3  of  their  high 
consideration. 

F.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  5. 
Second  sketch  of  article  for  equalizing  duties. 
The  same  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the  importa- 
tion into  the  porLs  of  any  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's territories  in  Europe  of  any  articles  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  same  drawbacks  shall  be  allowed 
on  the  re  exportation  thereof,  whether  such  im- 
portation shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States 
or  in  British  vessels;  and  the  same  duties  shall 
be  paid  on  the  importation  into  the  United  States 
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of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  His  Britannic  .Majesty's  territories  in 
Europe,  and  the  same  drawbacks  shall  be  allowed 
on  the  re-exportation  thereof,  whether  such  im- 
portation shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  Untied  Stales 
or  in  British  vessels.  The  same  duties  shall  be 
paid,  and  the  same  bounties  allowed,  on  the  ex- 
portation of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  State.-*  to  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  whether  such 
exportation  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States 
or  in  British  vessels;  and  the  same  duties  shall 
be  paid,  and  the  same  bounties  allowed,  on  the 
exportation  of  any  articles  ihe  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  terri- 
tories in  Europe  to  the  United  States,  whether 
such  exporlaiion  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States  or  in  British  vessels. 


No.  6. 
The  American  to  the  British  Pltnipottntiaries. 
Harley  Street,  June  21,  1815. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries dated  the  20th  iostant.  communica- 
ting the  substance  of  the  observations  which  they 
had  made  in  the  conference  of  the  19th,  upon  the 
different  points  referred  to  in  the  note  of  the  un- 
dersigned of  the  17th  instant. 

The  views  of  the  undersigned,  with  respect  to 
the  second  article,  being  precisely  the  same  with 
those  stated  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  there 
will  be  no  ditliculty  in  framing  a  clause  embrac- 
ing the  otijects  contemplated  by  both  parties,  and 
which  shall  be  free  from  ambiguity. 

The  explanation  given  by  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries upon  that  part  of  the  third  article  which 
the  undersigned  apprehended  might  be  liable  to 
a  construction,  in  reference  to  the  Indian  trade,  not 
intended  by  either  party,  is  perfectly  satisfactory. 
But  they  regret  that  they  cannot  accede  to  the 
alterations  proposed  in  other  respects  by  the  Brit- 
ish Plenipotentiaries  to  the  article  which  had 
been  offered  by  the  undersigned,  particularly  as 
they  affect  the  privilege  of  inland  navigation  by 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  by  the  waters  flow- 
ing from  Lake  Champlain  ;  nor  have  they  found 
It  practicable  to  frame  any  article  compatible 
with  the  different  views  entertained  by  the  two 

tarties  r*»specting  the  iuiercourse  between  the 
Inited  States  and  Canada.  They,  therefore,  re- 
cur to  the  proposal  made  in  their  note  of  the  17th 
instant,  to  omit  that  article  altogether,  that  pro- 
posal not  having  been  noticed  in  the  note  of  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  20th  instant. 

They  make  the  same  otter  as  to  the  fifth  article 
of  the  contre-projet. 

And,  thirdly,  they  hereby  renew  the  proposal 
made  verbally  in  the  conference  of  the  19th  inst., 
to  substitute,  for  the  two  separate  articles,  one 
placing  the  United  States,  in  their  intercourse 
with  the  British  possessions  in  India,  on  the  fool- 
ing of  the  most  favored  European  nation. 

The  undersigned  request  to  be  made  acquainted 


with  the  determination  of  the  British   Plenipo- 
tentiaries on  those  three  propositions. 

The  undersigned  tender  again  to  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  assurances  of  iheirdistinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN   QUINCY  ADAMS, 

HENRY  CLAY. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Right  Hon.  F.  Robinson.  H,  Gollborn. 
and  Dr.  William  Adams. 


No.  7. 

The  British  to  the  American  Plenipotentuuiea. 
Board  of  Trade,  June  23,  1815. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  21st  instant,  and  are  hap- 
py to  find  that  no  difficulty  exists  on  either  side 
as  to  the  second  article.  Upon  the  subject  of  the 
third  article,  the  undersigned  regret  to  learn  thai 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  not  found  it 
practicable  to  frame  any  article  compatible  with 
the  different  views  entertained  by  the  two  parties 
respecting  the  intercourse  between  Canada  and 
the  United  States  ;  and  as  the  undersigned  are 
equally  unable  to  accede  to  the  proposition  made 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales  respecting  the 
navigation  of  waters  lying  exclusively  within  the 
territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  they  accede 
to  the  proposal  of  omitting  the  article  altogether. 
They  have  also  no  objection  to  the  omission  of 
the  fifth  article. 

In  regard  to  the  trade  with  the  British  East 
Indies,  the  undersigned  are  not  authorized  to  sub- 
stitute, for  the  two  separate  articles  which  they 
had  proposed,  one  which  shall  put  the  intercourse 
of  the  United  Slates  in  that  quarter  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  the  most  favored  European  nation,  inas- 
much as  it  would  have  the  practical  effect  of 
granting,  in  another  shape^  that  which  the  under- 
signed are  instructed  to  withhold,  unless  accom- 
panied by  a  greater  limitation  of  time  than  they 
would  think  it  expedient  to  apply  to  the  other  ar- 
rangements of  the  treaty.  If  liowever.  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries  adhere  to  their  objection  to 
the  substance  of  the  two  separate  articles,  as  pro- 
posed on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  under- 
signed are  ready  to  omit  altogether  any  article 
upon  the  subject  of  the  East  indies. 

The  undersigned  are  nevertheless  disposed  to 
consider  the  arrangements  of  the  second  article 
(as  agreed  upon,  or  understood,)  to  be  of  sufficient 
importance  to  the  mutual  interests  of  Great  Brit- 
ain aad  the  United  States,  particularly  in  the 
common  object  of  securing  a  free  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  to  induce 
them  readily  to  sign  a  treaty  or  convention  for 
that  single  purpose,  independent  of  the  other 
points  to  which  the  negotiation  has  referred. 

The  undersigned  are  happy,  upon  this  occasion, 
to  renew  to  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  the 
assurances  of  their  high  consideration. 

F.  J.  ROBINSON. 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

To  the  American  Plenipotentiaries. 
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No.  8. 
TA<  i4ij»(rri<ran  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 
I  J         Harlev  Street,  yam;  24,  1815. 

'•  The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknow- 
'ledge  ihe  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  British  Pleni- 
poteniiarfes  of  the  23d  instant,  expressing  their 
assent  lo'lhe  proposal  of  omitiing  ihe  ihird  and 
fifth  arii<|les  of  the  contre  projet.  To  the  propo- 
sal of  or^itting.  also,  altogether,  any  article  upon 
•the  subjeit  of  the  East  Indies,  and  of  signing  an 
jarrangt-njent  embracing  all  the  provisions  con- 
tained in,  the  second  article,  the  undersigned  do 
not  feel  themselves  authorized  to  accede.  But 
Ubey  oflV^  to  sign  a  convention  enabracing  that 
article  ettire,  and  the  first  separate  article,  the 
whole  of  .which  convention  ^hall  be  linaiied  lo 
the  term  ^f  four  years  frooi  the  date  of  the  ex- 
change 0*  the  ratifications;  or  they  will  agree  to 
a  conven-ion  for  the  sole  purpose  of  abolishing 
fill  discrifiinating  duties  on  American  and  Brjl- 
hsh  vesset-.,  and  their  cargoes,  in  the  intercourse 
^between  l^eUniled  States  and  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty'.s  te'riiories  in  Europe,  in  the  manner  con- 
lemplate(|  by  the  second  article,  and  as  explained 
and  mutt|ally  agreed  on  lu  the  conferences  on  that 
jsubject,  c^nitiingall  the  other  provi*ionscontained 
{in  the  sayie  article,  and  which  had  for  object  lo 
^place  the,  two  countries,  respectiwely,  on  the  fool- 
•ing  oi  thu  most  favored  nation. 
,  The  Ufjdersigned  request  the  British  Pienipo- 
j<entiarie^  to  accept  the  a.ssutances  of  their  dis- 
/(ioguisheJ  consideration. 

•  JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

I     HENRY  CLAY, 

^     ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The   Raghi   Hon.  F.  J.  Robinson,  H.   Goul- 
BURNiand  Dr.  William  Adams. 

I 


No  9. 


The  Br^iah  to  the  American  Plenipotcntiarie*. 
4  Board  ok  Trade,  June  26,  1815. 
'  The  u'idersigned  have  itie  Honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  teceipt  of  the  note  of  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  24tb  instant,  in  which  they 
uffer  lo  5^gn  a  convention  embracing  the  second 
article  eillire,  and  the  first  separate  article,  the 
whole  convention  to  be  limited  to  the  term  of 
ifour  yearl  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the 
faiificati(|ns  ;  or  to  agree  to  a  convention  for  the 
^ole  purptse  of  abolishing  all  discriminating  du- 
ties on  American  and  British  vessels,  and  their 
cargoe>,  \n  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
plates  at^J  the  British  territories  in  Europe,  omit- 
iing all  ihe  other  provisions  contained  in  the 
.same  arttcle,  and  winch  had  for  object  to  place 
•the  two  Countries,  respectively  on  ttie  fooling  of 
ithe  most/avored  nation. 

<  As  neiiier  of  these  proposals  were  conieraplaled 
an  the  ii^tructions  with  which  the  undersigned 
Jwere  orijinally  furnished, and  which  wereframed 
iwith  a  Vy?w  to  a  less  limited  arrangement,  they 
vhave  fellilhemselves  under  the  necessiiy  of  refer- 
jnog  the"  last  note  of  the  American  Plenipolen- 
,  lianes  loithe  consideration  of  their  Governmeot, 

:  i 

i  t 


and  will  not  fail  to  communicate  the  result  of 
that  reference  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  enabled  to 
do  so. 

The  undersigned  are  happy  toavail  theraselfes 
of  this  opportunity  of  renewing  to  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  the  assurances  of  their  high 
consideration. 

F.  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  10. 
The  Brituh  to  the  American  IHentpotentiarie$. 
Board  of  Trade,  June  29,  1815. 
In  reference  to  the  note  which  the  undersigned 
had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  American  Pleni- 
pjteniiaries  on  the  26th  instant,  they  are  now 
instructed  to  acquaint  them  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment is  ready  lo  agree  to  a  convention  for  four 
years,  (to  be  calculated  from  the  date  of  its  s.ig- 
nature.)  which  shall  contain  the  whole  of  the 
second  article,  as  proposed  by  the  undersigned, 
and  as  explained  and  mutually  agreed  upon  in 
their  several  conferences  ;  and  also  the  first  arti- 
cle, relating  to  the  East  Indies,  as  proposed  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  (ihe  latter  article  also  to 
be  in  force  for  four  years  from  the  same  dale.) 
The  undersigned,  in  making  this  communication 
to  the  American  Plenipoieniiaries,  feel  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  state,  in  the  most  explicit  manner, 
that  although,  in  the  earnest  desire  of  promoting 
a  good  understanding  between  the  two  countries, 
the  British  Government  has,  at  the  present  lime, 
forborne  to  insist  on  making  in  the  body  of  the 
treaty  any  marked  distinction  between  us  con- 
cession in  regard  to  the  Ea^t  Indies,  and  its  other 
concessions,  for  which  a  stipulated  equivalent  is 
obtained,  yet  that  it  still  conMders  itself  as  grant- 
ing to  the  United  States  a  privilege,  to  the  East 
Indies,  for  which  il  is  entitled  to  require  an  equiv- 
alent ;  and  the  undersigned  must,  therefore,  be 
distinctly  understood  as  reserving  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  in  any  future  negotiations, 
ihe  clear  right  either  of  withholding  tins  privilege 
atiogettier,  after  the  expiration  of  four  years,  or 
of  renewing  the  grant  of  it  for  such  equivalents, 
or  subject  to  ^uch  modification,  as  expediency 
may  seem  lo  require  at  the  time  of  such  future 
negotiation. 

The  undersigned  request  to  have  the  honor  of 
seeing  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  on  Friday 
next,  ihe  30ih  instant,  at  two  o'clock,  at  the  Board 
of  Trade;  and  avail  themselves  of  this  opportun- 
ity of  again  offering  the  assurances  of  their  high 
consideration. 

F.  J.  ROBINSON, 

HENRY  GOULBURN. 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  11. 
7Tk<  Anuncan  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 
Harley  Street,  June  30,  1815. 
The  under^gned  have  bad  ihe  honor  to  receive 
ihe  note  of  the  Briiisb  Pleoipoieuiianea,  dated 
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the  29th  instant,  and  stating  the  terms  on  which 
their  GDvernment  is  ready  to  agree  to  a  conven- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

The  undersigned  have  already,  in  the  confer- 
ences which  they  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  the 
British  Plenipoteniiaries,  expressed  their  opinion 
that  the  proposed  convention,  taken  altogether, 
was  founded  on  principles  of  reciprocity,  was 
equally  advantageous  lo  both  parties, and  contained 
in  ilselfa  fair  equivalent  for  every  presumed  con- 
cession made  by  either  party  ;  but  both  Govern- 
ments will  undoubtedly  have  a  clear  right,  after 
the  expiration  of  four  years,  of  refusing  to  renew, 
or  of  subjecting  to  modifications,  any  of  the  stipu- 
lations now  agreed  on  which  may  appear  to  either 
parly  injurious,  or  requiring  some  further  equiv- 
alent. The  same  earnest  desire  of  promoting  a 
good  understanding  between  the  two  countries, 
which  has  been  expressed  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britdio,  has  induced  the  undersigned  to  agree  to 
a  convention  more  limited  both  as  to  its  objects 
and  duration  than  they  had  contemplated,  with  a 
hope  ihat,  in  the  mean  time,  its  deficiencies  may 
be  supplied,  and  such  other  provisions  may  be 
adopted,  as  will  conduce  to  mutual  convenience, 
and  lend  to  btrengthen  the  relations  of  amity 
and  friendship  happily  restored  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  undersigned  wilt  have  the  honor  to  meet 
the  liriii>h  Plenipotentiaries  this  day,  and  feel 
pleasure  in  renewing  the  assurances  of  their  high 
consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

H.  CLAY, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The   Right  Hon.  F.  J.  Robinson,  H.   Goul- 
BURN,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  W.  Adams. 


The  undersigned,  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
Charg6  des  Affaiies  in  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  acquaint  the  American  Secretary  of 
State,  for  the  information  of  the  President,  that 
he  has  received  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent's  ratification,  in  the  name  and  on  ihe  be- 
half of  His  Majesty,  of  the  commercial  Conven- 
tion between  the  two  countries,  signed  at  London 
on  ihe  3d  of  July  ;  and  that  he  has  been  author- 
ized and  IS  ready  to  proceed  to  the  exchange, 
whenever  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  bhall  have  taken  place. 

In  communicating  this  intelligence,  the  under- 
signed has  received  the  Prince  Regent's  commands, 
at  the  same  lime,  to  transmit  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  the  accompanying  declaration, 
explanatory  of  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  so  far  as  regards  the  intercourse  of 
vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  with  the 
inland  of  St.  Helena  ;  the  existing  circumstances 
of  the  world  having  rendered  it  necessary  that 
that  island  should,  f^or  the  present,  be  excepted 
from  the  ports  of  refreshment  enumerated  in  the 
third  article  of  the  said  convention. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  requesting  ihe  American  Secretary  of 
l-itli  Con.  1st  Slss.— 48 


State  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  high  consid- 
eration. 

A.  ST.  JOHN  BAKER. 
declaration. 

The  Undersigned,  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
Charge  des  Affaires  in  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, is  commanded  by  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  ou  the 
behalf  of  His  Majesty,  to  exj^ain  and  declare 
upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  con- 
vention concluded  at  London  on  the  3J  of  July 
of  the  present  year,  for  regulating  the  commerce 
and  navigation  between  the  two  countries,  that 
in  consequence  of  events  which  have  happened 
in  Europe  subsequent  to  the  signature  of  the  con- 
vention aforesaid,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient, 
and  determined,  in  conjunction  with  the  allied 
Sovereigns,  that  St.  Helena  shall  be  the  place  al- 
lotted for  the  future  residence  of  General  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  under  such  regulations  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  perfect  security  of  his  person  ; 
and  it  has  been  resolved,  for  that  purpose,  that 
all  ships  and  vessels  whatever,  as  well  British 
ships  and  vessels  as  others,  excepting  only  ships 
belonging  the  East  India  Company,  shall  be  ex- 
cluded from  all  communication  with  or  approach 
to  that  island. 

It  has,  therefore,  become  impossible  lo  comply 
with  so  much  of  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  as 
relates  to  the  liberty  of  touching  for  refreshment 
at  the  island  of  St.  Helena  ;  and  the  ratifications 
of  the  said  treaty  will  be  exchanged  under  the 
explicit  declaration  and  understanding  that  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  allowed  to 
touch  at  or  hold  any  communication  whatever 
with  the  said  island,  so  long  as  the  said  island 
shall  continue  to  be  the  place  of  residence  of  the 
said  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

A.  ST.  JOHN  BAKER. 

Washington,  November  24,  1815. 
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MASSACRE  AT  DARTMOOR  PRISON. 

[Communicated  to  the  Hou«e,  January  31,  1616.  J 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  .• 

I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
complying  with  a  resolution  of  the  4ih  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washington,  Jan.  31,  1816. 


Department  of  State,  Jan.  31,  1816. 
The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  4ih  instant,  requesting  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  (if  in  his  opin- 
ion it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public 
welfare)  any  authentic  information  he  may  have 
received,  or  communications  which  may  have 
passed  between  this  Government  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  transac- 
tions at  Dartmoor  prison,  in  the  month  of  April 
last,  as  far  as  the  American  prisoners  of  war  there 
confined  were  affected  by  such  transactions,  nav- 
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T'^jog  been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  be 
*^.^as  the  h^nor  lo  submit  to  the  President  the  ac- 
<f  twompanypig  papers,  marked  A,  B.  and  C,  as  con- 
*7|ainin5  ajl  the  information  in  this  Department 
*^,  called  Yor^  by  the  resolution,  or  immediately  con- 
7  4  tiected  wf.h  it. 
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All  wH|ch  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  JAMES  MONROE. 


IJm/  of  papers  in  packet  marked  A. 
'■    Extract  of  a  mmute  of  a  conversation   which 
500k  plac^at  Lord  Castlereagh's.  between  his  lord- 
iihip  and  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatm,  on  the  16th 
of  April,H815. 
Sf      Extract  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gal- 
*  )atin  to  y^.  Beasley.  dated  the  13th  of  April,  1815. 
•4  i    Lettertif  Mr.  Charles  Kmg  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated 
'^  '^lymoutH.  26th  April,  1815. 
<%       Reporliof  .Messrs.  Larpent  and  King,  upon  the 
S  ijccurren^e   at    Dartmoor    prison,  dated    25th  of 
^  ;April.  18t5. 

"^  '    Lettertif  Lord  Castlereagh  to  Messrs.  Clay  and 
:A  <Jallatin.idated  22d  of  May,  1815. 
:^  i    Letter!*of  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin  to  Lord 
'JS  iCastlere^h.  dated  24th  of  May.  1815. 
'*  ^  -    Extra^of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  lo  the  Sec- 
;  if  -reiary  of^iaie,  dated  23d  of  June,  1815. 
•^i    Letter  t)f  Mr.  Baker.  His  Britannic  Maj»>ty's 
^■fCharge  Jes  Aflaires.  to  the  SecreUry  of  State, 
J  «dated  Ai^'ust  3.  1815. 
*'  '     Letter  ;jf  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Baker. 


> 


'idiled  De.fmber  11,  1315. 


H]  '  A. 

3I  ^Extract  oj  a  minute  of  a  eonversaligii  which  took  place 
.1  J  at  Lord  Castlereagh'a,  between  his  Lordship  and 
S|    Messrs.  [Clay  and  Gallatin,  on  the  [6th  uf  April, 


1815. 


?f* 


•  ^  Lord  rfasilereagh  began  by  adverting  to  the 
5  ^unfortunate  event  which  had  taken  place  at  Dart- 
C  JDOor.  at^d  proposed  that,  as  a  statemetit  of  the 
J  .Transaction  had  been  received  from  the  American 
4  'prisoneridiffering  very  materially  in  fact  from  an 

J  inquiry  i  jstituted  by  the  port  admiral,  some  means 
should  bf  devised  of  procuring  information  as  to 
.,  the  real  iaale  of  the  case ;  in  order  either,  on  the 
};one  han^l.  to  satisfy  the  United  States  that  the 
•lives  of  v»ieir  citizens,  however  unfortunately,  had 
not  beer? wantonly  sacrificed,  or,  on  the  other,  to 
^enable  v-Jie  British  Government  to  punish  their 
f  .civil  anct  military  officers,  if  they  should  be  found 

5  to  have  )e;)Orted  to  measures  of  extreme  severity 
without  necessity,  or  with  too  much  precipitation. 
-'He  therifore  proposed  that  one  of  the  American 
S  I  Commi:r-ioners  should  proceed  to  Dartmoor,  with 
•  one  of  tKe  gentlemen  with  whom  ihey  had  nego- 
>  [  tiated  at^Ghent,  and,  after  examining  the  persons 
f  lconcern»*d,  and  such  other  evidence  as  might  be 
%  '  thought?!iece>bary, should  make  a  joint  report  upon 
i  ,  the  facifof  the  case  ;  that  as  neiilier  Government 
1  •  could  hjve  any  wi'^h  beyond  that  of  clearing  up 
f  •.  a  transaction  which  might,  if  lelt  unexplained, 
as  it  no*r  stood,  upon  ear  parte  statements,  create 
much  i^^itation  between  the  two  countries,  so  the 
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British  Government  had  no  desire  to  screen  any 
person  whose  conduct  might  have  been  improper 
or  precipitate. 

The  American  Commissioners,  agreeing  to  the 
principles  of  Lord  Castlereagh's   proposition,  so 
far  as  related  to  the  advantage  of  having  a  joint 
report   upon    the    facts  of  the   case,  entertained 
doubts  whether  ihey  could,  with  propriety,  take 
such  a  duty  upon  themselves  ;  and  suggested  that 
Mr.  Beasley,  from  the  situation  which  he  held  in 
this  country,  appeared  to  them  better  qualified  for 
the  task.     Lord  Castlereagh   replied,  that  it  was 
only  from  a  desire  of  giving  to  any  report  which 
might  be  made  the  sanction  of  the  highest  author- 
ity, that  he  had  suggested  the  employment  of  the 
Commissioners  themselves;  and,  deeming  it  of 
the  most  essential  importance  to  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic in   both  countries  on   this  subject,  he   was  in- 
duced to  prefer  his  original  proposition  ;  but  that 
he  must,  of  course,  leave  it  to  the  American  Com- 
missioners  to  decide  whether  Mr.  Beasley   was 
better  titled  for  this  service  ;  and  that,  upon  re- 
ceiving  the  result  of  their  consideration  of  the 
subject,  the  Government  would  appoint  some  per- 
son properly  qualified  to  meet  the  American  gen- 
tleman  who  might   be  r^o  selected  ;  such  person 
being  either  one  of  the  late  British  Commission- 
ers at  Ghent,  or  a  comml^sloner  of  the  transport 
board,  according  as  the  American  Commissioners 
mi^ht  decide  upon  going  themselves  or  sending 
Mr.   Beasley.      Lord    Castlereagh    then    entered 
upon   the    immediate    release    of   the    American 
prisoners  of  war  detained  in  this  country.     After 
siatinu  the  inconvenience  of  retaining  in  confine- 
menl  men    who  had  a  right,  under  a  treaty  of 
peace,  lo  be  liheraied,  he  requested  lufurmaiion  as 
to  whether  Mr.  Beaisley  was  proceeding  in  the 
measures  which  he  understood  to  have  been  taken 
for  conveying  them  back  to  America. 

The  American  Commissioners  slated  that  Mr. 
Beasley  had  certainly  taken  up  some  transports, 
on  his  own  responsibility,  previous  lo  the  receipt 
of  instruction^  from  America  ;  but  the  American 
Government  considered  the  restoration  of  prison- 
ers lo  imply  llieir  reconveyance  to  their  own 
country  by  the  Power  detaining  them  ;  and  the 
American  Commissioners  did  not  know  whether 
Mr.  Beasley  had  eitlier  authority  or  funds  for  con- 
tinuing the  service  which  hehad,  on  his  own  view 
of  the  subject,  commenced. 

Lord  Castlereagh  staled  that  he  saw  no  objec- 
tion to  adopting  some  such  measure  as  that  which 
had  been  adoptf'd  in  America,  and  proposed  ihat 
each  party  should  defray  half  the  expense  of  con- 
veying the  prisoners  from  this  country  to  Amer- 
ica, leavingihe  ultimate  construction  of  the  treaty 
lor  future  arrangements.  But  he  remarked,  that 
the  article  on  which  the  doubt  liad  arisen  being 
founded  on  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity,  it 
appeared  to  him  scarcely  consonant  with  those 
principles,  that  the  only  expense  lo  be  defrayed 
by  the  United  States  should  be  that  of  conveying 
the  Briti.sh  prisoners  from  the  United  States  to 
Bermuda  or  Halifax,  wiiile  Great  Britain  should 
have  not  only  to  convey  to  America  the  Ameri- 
can prisoners  now  in  this  country,  but  also  to 
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bring  home  from  colonie.s  nearly  as  distant  as  the 
United  Slates  all  her  own  prisoners. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  H.  Clay  and  Albert  Gallatin, 
Esquires,  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

London,  April  18.  1815. 

At  the  request  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  we  have 
had  interviews  with  him  and  Mr.  Goulburn.  on 
the  subjects  of  the  transportation  of  the  American 
prisoners  now  in  this  country  to  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  late  uufortunate  event  at  the 
depot  at  Dartmoor. 

On  the  latter  subject,  as  a  statement  of  the  trans- 
action has  been  received  from  the  American  pris- 
oners differing  very  materially  in  fact  from  that 
which  had  resulted  from  an  inquiry  instituted  by 
the  port  admiral,  il  has  been  thought  advisable 
that  some  means  should  be  devised  of  procurin'^ 
information  as  to  ihe  real  state  of  the  case,  in 
order,  on  the  one  hand,  to  show  that  tiiere  had  ool 
been  any  wanton  or  improper  sacrifice  of  the  lives 
of  American  citizens,  or,  on  the  other,  to  enable 
the  British  Government  to  j)unish  their  civil  and 
military  officers,  if  it  should  appear  that  ihey  have 
resorted  to  measures  of  extreme  severity,  without 
necessity,  or  with  too  much  precipitation. 

Lord  Castlereagh  proposed  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  a  joint  one,  conducted  by  a  commi>sion- 
er  selected  by  each  Government;  aud  we  have 
thought  such  an  inquiry  most  likely  to  produce 
an  impartial  and  satisfactory  result. 

We  presume  that  you  will  have  too  much  oc- 
cupation on  ihe  first  subject,  and  the  other  inci- 
dental duties  of  your  office,  to  attend  to  this  in- 
quiry in  person.  On  ihat  supposition,  we  have 
stated  to  ihe  British  Governmeni  that  we  should 
recommend  to  you  the  selection  of  Charles  King, 
Esq.,  as  a  fit  person  lo  conduct  it  in  behalf  of  the 
American  Government.  If  Mr.  King  will  under- 
take the  business,  he  will  forthwitii  proceed  to 
Dartmoor,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Briti,«h 
Commissioner,  who  may  be  appointed  on  the  oc- 
casion, will  examine  the  persons  concerned,  and 
such  other  evidence  as  may  be  thought  necessary, 
and  make  a  joint  report  upon  the  facts  of  the  case 
10  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  Stales  at  this  Court,  aud  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government. 

The  mode  of  executing  this  service  must  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  Mr.  King  and  his  colleague. 
If  they  can  agree  upon  a  narration  of  the  facts, 
after  having  heard  the  evidence,  it  will  be  belter 
than  reporting  the  whole  mass  of  testimony  m 
detail,  which  they  may.  perhaps,  find  it  necessary 
lo  do,  if  they  cannot  come  to  such  an  agreement. 
We  are,  &.c. 

H.  CLAY. 

ALBERT  GALLATLV 

R.  G.  Beasley.  Esq.,  «Lc. 


Mr.  Charles  King  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Plymodth,  April  26,  1815. 
Sir:    In   pursuance   of  instructions   received 
from  Messrs.  Clay  and  GallatiD,  I  have  the  honor 


to  transmit  to  you  the  report  prepared  by  Mr. 
Larpent  and  myself,  on  behalf  of  our  respective 
Governments,  in  relation  to  the  unfortunate  trans- 
action at  Dartmoor  prison  of  war,  on  the  6th  of 
the  present  month.  Considering  it  of  much  im- 
portance that  the  report,  whatever  it  might  be, 
should  go  forth  under  our  joint  sigoaiufes,  I  have 
forborne  to  press  some  of  the  points  which  it  in- 
volves as  far  as  otherwise  I  might  have  done; 
and  It  therefore  may  not  be  improper,  in  this  let- 
ter, to  enter  into  some  litile  explanation  of  such 
parts  of  the  report.  Although  it  does  appear  that 
a  part  of  the  prisoners  were,  on  that  evening,  in 
such  a  stale  and  under  such  circumstances  as  lo 
have  justified,  in  the  view  which  the  commander 
of  the  depot  could  not  but  take  of  it.  the  interven- 
tion of  the  military  force,  and  even  in  a  strict 
sense  the  first  use  of  fire-arms,  yet  I  cannot  but 
express  it  as  my  settled  opinion,  that,  by  a  con- 
duct a  little  more  temporising,  this  dreadful  al- 
ternative of  firing  upon  the  unarmed  prisoners 
might  have  been  avoided.  Yet,  as  this  opinion 
has  been  the  result  of  subsequent  examination,  and 
after  having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  com- 
paratively harmless  slate  of  the  prisoners,  it  may 
be  but  fair  to  consider  whether,  in  such  a  moment 
of  confusion  and  alarm  as  that  appears  to  have 
been,  the  officer  commanding  could  have  fairly 
estimated  his  danger,  or  have  measured  out  with 
precision  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  force  ne- 
cessary to  guard  again>t  it.  But  when  the  firing 
became  general,  as  it  afterwards  appears  to  have 
done,  and  caught  with  electric  rapidity  from  the 
squareto  the  platforms, there  is  no  plea  nor  shadow 
of  excuse  for  it,  except  in  the  personal  exaspera- 
tion of  thij  soldiery;  nor  for  the  more  deliberate 
(and.  therefore,  more  unjustifiable)  firing  which 
took  place  into  three  of  the  prisons,  Nos.  1,  3,  and 
4,  but  more  particularly  into  No.  3,  after  the  pris- 
oners had  retired  into  them,  and  there  was  no 
longer  any  pretence  of  apprehension  as  to  their 
escape.  Upon  this  ground,  as  you,  sir,  will  per- 
ceive by  the  report.  Mr.  Larpent  and  myself  had 
no  difference  in  opinion  ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  my  own  regret  was  not  greater  than  his,  at 
perceiving  how  hopeless  would  be  the  attempt  to 
trace  to  any  individual  of  the  military  those  out- 
rageous proceedings. 

As  to  whether  the  order  to  fire  came  from  Cap- 
tain Shoriland,  I  yet  confess  myself  unable  to  form 
any  satisfactory  opinion,  though,  perhaps,  the  bias 
of  my  mind  is  that  he  did  give  such  an  order. 
But  his  anxiety  and  exertions  to  stop  it,  after  it 
had  continued  some  little  lime,  are  fully  proved  ; 
and  his  general  conduct,  previous  lo  this  occur- 
rence, as  far  as  he  could  with  any  propriety  enter 
into  such  details,  appears  to  have  been  character- 
ized by  great  fairness,  and  even  kindness,  in  the 
relation  which  he  stood  towards  the  prisoners. 

On  the  subject  oi  any  complaints  existing 
against  their  own  Government  by  the  prisoners, 
it  was  invariably  answered,  lo  several  distinct 
questions  put  by  me  on  that  head,  that  none  what- 
soever existed,  or  had  been  expressed  by  them, 
although  they  confessed  themselves  to  entertain 
some  animosity  against  Mr.  Beasley.  to  whom 
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Ma*$acrt  at  Dartmoor  Prison. 


)p|jey   attribute  their   detention  in  this  couotry  ; 

*With  what  justice,  you,  sir,  will  be  better  able  to 

l^nilge.     Tiiey  mitde  no  complaint  whatsoever  as 

•^*i  iheir  provisions,  and   general  noode  of  living 

^i\id  treatri«ent  in  the  prison. 

y*  f  1  have  i^ransmiited  to  Mr.  Beasley  a  list  of  the 

«^lled  an(|:wouniIed  on  this  melancholy  occasion, 

'wiih  a  re'uest   that   he  would   forward  it  to  the 

<IJniied  Siates  for  ihe  information  of  their  friends 

h\  home ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  have  it  in  my  power 

JtS  say  that  the  wounded  are,  for  the  most  part, 

l^oing  well. 

;  :  I  hare  also  enclosed  to  Mr.  Beasley  the  notes 
't|ikea  by  me  of  the  evidence  adduced  before  us, 
«ii^iih  a  request  that  he  would  have  them  fairly 
jcppied.  as  also  a  copy  of  the  depositions  taken  be- 
ii^fpre  the  coroner,  and  desired  him  to  submit  them 
,jlt)  you  wUea  in  order. 

,"#  *  I  cannOi  conclude,  sir,  without  expressina^  my 
»h'igh  sensf  of  the  impartiality  and  manly  fairness 
"JVfiih  whith  tins  inquiry  has  been  conducted  on 
Jitie  part  o^  Mr.  Larpent,  nor  without  mentioning 
Jrtiat  ever*  fnciluy  was  afforded  to  us  in  its  pros- 
*?cuiion,  a*  well  by  the  military  officers  command- 
*nig  here  and  at  the  prison,  as  by  the  magistrates 
'^i<.(  the  vicinity.     I  have  the  honor  to  le.  sir.  &,c. 
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CHARLES  KING. 


To  his  Excellency  J.  Q,.  Adams,  <fec. 
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tBeport  of  Messrs.  Larpent  and  King  upon  the  occur- 
;„  '     rence  at  Dartmoor  Prison. 

|]  ;■  Plymouth,  i4pn7  26,  1815. 

I     We,  th«i  undersigned  Conimissioners.appointed 

ton  behalf:of  our  respective  Governments  to  in- 

Jquire  intc;  and  report  upon  the  unfortunate  oc- 

incurrence  ^.f  the  Gili  of  April  instant,  at  Dartmoor 

•  prison,  haji^mg  carefully  perused  the  proceedings 
*of  the  seieral  courts  of  inquiry  instituted  im- 
imediaielyN  after    that    event,    by    the    orders   of 

•  Admiral  )Sir  John  T.  Duckworth  and  Major 
;f  General  firown.  respectively,  as  well  as  the  de- 
i^  positions  Jaken   at    the    coroner's   inquest,  upon 

•the  bodier,  of  the  prisoners  who  lost  their  lives 
L  upon  ihat'melancholy  occasion;  upon  which  in- 
i*'auesl  ihej  jury  found  a  verdict  of  "justifiable 
i  homicide)'  proceeded  immediately  to  the  examin- 
i!  atiou,  up(jn  oath,  in  the  presence  of  one  or  more 
.'»  of  the  m^gi>irates  of  the  vicinity,  ofall  the  wit- 
'  .  nesses,  bolh  American  and  English,  who  offered 
i;  Ihemselv^R  for  the  purpose,  or  who  could  be  dis- 

V  covered  a^  likely  to  afford  any  material  informa- 

V  iion  on  ille  subject,  as  well  ihose  who  had  been 
|i  previouslj  examined  before  the  coroner  asolher- 
!;  wise,  to  Ihe  number,  in  the  whole,  of  above 
>(  fighiy.  We  further  proceeded  to  a  minute  ex- 
{  iirainaiiojofthe  prison,  for  the  purpo>eofclearing 
J.  ;jp  some  noints  which,  upon  the  evidence  alone 
\  -were  scarcely  intelligible  ;  obtaining  from  the 
i\  prisonersjand  from  the  officers  of  the  depot,  all 
!;  "ihe  necejsary  assistance  and  explanation;  and 
*.  premisinfc  that  we  have  been,  from  necessity, 
I"  compelled  to  draw  many  of  our  conclusions  from 
j;  siaiemenis  and  evideme  highly  contradictory. 
»'■  We  do  now  make,  upon  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
*!    ceediDgs|  the  following  report: 


During  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
arrival  in  this  country  of  the  account  of  the  rati- 
fication of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  an  increased  de- 
gree of  restlessness  and  impatience  of  confinement 
appears  to  have  prevailed  amongst  the  American 
prisoners  at  Dartmoor,  which,  though  not  exhib- 
ited in  the  shape  of  any  violent  excesses,  has 
been  nrincipally  indicated  by  threats  of  breaking 
out,  ir  not  soon  released.  On  the  4th  of  this  month, 
in  particular,  only  two  days  previous  to  the  event 
the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  a  large  body  of  the 
prisoners  rushed  into  the  market  square,  from 
whence  by  the  regulations  of  the  prison  they  are 
excluded,  demanding  bread  instead  of  biscuit, 
which  had  on  that  day  been  issued  by  the  officers 
of  the  depot.  Their  demand,  however,  having 
been  then  almost  immediately  complied  with, 
they  returned  to  their  own  yards  ;  and  the  em- 
ployment of  force,  on  that  occasion,  became  un- 
necessary. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th,  about  six  o'clock, 
it  was  clearly  proved  to  us  that  a  breach  or  hole 
had  been  made  in  one  of  the  prison  walls,  suffi- 
cient for  a  full-sized  man  to  pass,  and  that  others 
bad  been  commenced  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
near  tlie  spot,  though  never  completed;  that  a 
number  of  the  prisoners  were  over  the  railing, 
erected  to  prevent  them  from  communicating 
with  the  sentinels  on  the  walls,  which  was  of 
course  forbidden  by  the  regulations  of  the  prison  ; 
and  that,  in  the  space  between  the  railing  and 
those  walls,  they  were  tearing  up  pieces  of  turf, 
and  wantonly  pelting  each  other  in  a  noisy  and 
disorderly  manner;  that  a  much  more  considera- 
ble number  of  the  prisoners  were  collected  toge- 
ther at  that  time  in  one  of  their  yards,  near  the 
place  where  the  breach  was  effected;  and  that, 
although  such  collection  of  prisoners  was  not  un- 
usual at  other  times,  (the  gambling  tables  being 
commonly  kept  in  that  part  of  the  yard,)  yet, 
when  connected  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
breach,  and  the  time  of  the  day,  which  was  after 
the  horn  (the  signal  for  the  prisoners  to  retire  to 
their  respective  prisons)  had  ceased  to  sound,  it 
became  a  natural  and  just  ground  of  alarm  to 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  depot. 

It  was  also  in  evidence  that,  in  the  building 
formerly  the  petty  officers'  prison,  but  now  the 
guard  barrack,  which  stands  in  the  yard,  to  which 
the  hole  in  the  wall  would  serve  as  a  commu- 
nication, a  part  of  the  arms  of  the  guard  who 
were  off  duty  were  usually  kept  in  the  racks; 
and  though  there  was  no  evidence  that  this  was, 
in  any  respect,  the  motive  which  induced  the 
prisoners  to  make  the  opening  in  the  wall,  or 
even  that  they  were  ever  acquainted  with  the 
fact,  it  naturally  became  at  least  a  further  cause 
for  suspicion  and  alarm,  and  an  additional  reason 
for  precaution. 

Upon  these  grounds.  Captain  Shoriland  appears 
to  us  to  have  been  justified  in  giving  the  order 
(which  about  thi.s  time  he  seems  to  have  given) 
to  sound  the  alarm-bell,  the  usual  signal  for  col- 
lecting the  officers  of  the  depot,  and  putting  the 
military  on  the  alert.  However  reasonable  and 
justifiable  this  was  as  a  measure  of  precaution, 


! 


the  effects  produced  thereby  in  the  prisons  (but 
which  could  not  have  been  intended)  were  roost 
unfortunate,  and  deeply  to  be  regretted.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  prisoners  in  the  yards  where 
no  disturbance  existed  before,  and  who  were 
either  already  within  their  respective  prisons,  or 
quietly  retiring  as  usual  towards  them,  immedi- 
ately upon  sound  of  the  bell  rushed  back  from 
curiosity,  as  it  appears,  towards  the  gates  where, 
by  that  time,  the  crowd  had  assembled  ;  and  many 
who  were  at  the  time  absent  from  iheir  yards, 
were  also,  from  the  plan  of  the  prison,  compelled, 
in  order  to  reach  their  own  homes,  to  pass  by  the 
same  spot.  And  thus,  that  which  was  merely  a 
measure  of  precaution,  in  its  operation  increased 
the  evil  it  was  intended  to  prevent. 

Almost  at  the  same  instant  that  the  alarm-beil 
rang,  (but  whether  before  or  subsequent  is,  upon 
the  evidence,  doubtful,  though  Captain  Shortland 
states  it  as  one  of  his  further  reasons  for  causing 
it  to  ring,)  some  one  or  more  of  the  prisoners 
broke  the  iron  chain  which  was  the  only  fasten- 
ing of  No.  1  gate,  leading  into  the  market  square, 
by  means  of  an  iron  bar;  and  a  very  considerable 
number  of  the  prisoners  immediately  rushed  to- 
wards that  gate,  and  many  of  them  began  to 
press  forward,  as  fast  as  ihe  opening  would  per- 
mit, into  the  square. 

There  was  no  direct  proof  before  us  of  previous 
concert  or  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  prison- 
ers, and  no  evidence  of  their  intention  or  disposi- 
tion to  effect  their  escape  on  this  occasion,  ex- 
cepting that  which  arose  by  inference  from  the 
whole  of  the  above  detailed  circumstances  con- 
nected together. 

The  natural  and  almost  irresistible  inference 
to  be  drawn,  however,  from  the  conduct  of  the 
prisoners,  by  Captain  Shortland  and  the  military 
was,  that  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners 
to  escape  was  on  the  point  of  being  carried  into 
execution,  and  it  was  at  least  certain  that  they 
were,  by  force,  passing  beyond  the  limits  pre- 
scribed to  them,  at  a  time  when  they  ought  to 
have  been  quietly  going  in  for  the  night. 

It  was  alao  in  evidence  that  the  outer  gates  of 
the  market  square  were  usually  opened  about 
this  time  to  let  the  bread-wagon  pass  and  repass 
to  the  store,  although,  at  the  period  in  question, 
they  were  in  fact  closed. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  these  im- 
pressions necessarily  operating  upon  his  mind, 
and  the  knowledge  that,  if  the  prisoners  once 
penetrated  through  the  square,  the  power  of  es- 
cape was  almost  to  a  certainty  afforded  to  them, 
if  they  should  be  so  disposed.  Captain  Shortland, 
in  the  first  instance,  proceeded  down  the  square, 
towards  the  prisoners,  having  ordered  a  part  of 
the  different  guards,  to  the  number  of  about  fifty 
only  at  first,  (though  they  were  increased  after- 
wards,) to  follow  him.  For  some  time  both  he 
and  Doctor  Magrath  endeavored,  by  quiet  means 
and  peisuasioo,  to  induce  the  prisoners  to  retire 
to  their  own  yards,  explaining  to  them  the  fatal 
consequences  which  must  ensue  if  they  refused, 
as  the  military  would,  in  that  case,  be  necessarily 
compelled  to  employ  force.     The  guard  was,  by 


this  time,  formed  in  the  rear  of  Captain  Short- 
land,  about  two-thirds  of  ihe  way  down  the 
square  :  ihe  latter  is  about  one  liundred  feet  broad 
and  the  guards  extended  nearly  all  across.  Cap- 
tain Shortland,  finding  that  persuasion  was  in 
vain,  and  that,  although  sijme  were  induced  by 
it  to  make  an  effort  to  retire,  others  pressed  on  in 
considerable  numbers,  at  last  ordered  about  fifteen 
file  of  the  guard,  nearly  in  front  of  the  gale  which 
had  been  forced,  to  charge  the  prisoners  back  to 
their  own  yards. 

The  prisoners  were  in  some  places  so  near  the 
military  that  one  of  the  soldiers  states  he  could 
not  come  fairly  to  the  charge,  and  the  military 
were  unwilling  to  act  as  against  an  enemy. 
Some  of  the  prisoners,  also,  were  unwilling  and 
reluctant  to  retire,  and  some  pushing  and  strug- 
gling ensued  between  the  parties,  arising  partly 
fiom  intention,  but  mainly  from  the  pressure  of 
those  behind  preventing  those  in  front  from  get- 
ting back.  After  some  litile  lime,  however,  this 
charge  appears  to  have  been  so  far  effective,  and 
that  with  little  or  no  injury  to  the  prisoners,  as 
to  have  driven  them,  for  the  most  part,  quite 
down  out  the  square,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  number,  who  continued  their  resistance 
about  No.  1  gate. 

A  great  crowd  still  remained  collected  after 
this  in  the  passage  between  the  square  and  the 
prisoners'  yards,  and  in  the  part  of  these  yards  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  gates.  This  assemblage  still  re- 
fused to  withdraw,  and,  according  to  most  of  the 
English  witnesses,  and  some  of  the  American, 
was  making  a  noise,  hallowing,  insulting,  and 
provoking,  and  daring  the  military  to  fire  ;  and, 
according  to  the  evidence  of  several  of  the  sol- 
diers and  some  others,  was  pelting  the  military 
with  large  stones,  by  which  some  of  them  were 
actually  struck.  This  circumstance  is,  bowever, 
denied  by  many  of  the  American  witnesses ;  and 
some  of  the  English,  upon  having  the  question 
put  to  them,  stated  that  they  saw  no  stones  ihrown 
previously  to  the  firing,  although  their  situation 
at  the  time  was  such  as  to  enable  them  to  see 
most  of  the  proceedings  in  the  square. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  tiring  com- 
menced. With  regard  to  any  order  having  been 
given  to  fire,  the  evidence  is  very  contradictory; 
several  of  the  Americans  swear,  very  positively, 
that  Captain  Shortland  gave  that  order;  but  the 
manner  in  which,  from  ttie  confusion  of  the  mo- 
ment, they  describe  this  part  of  the  transaction, 
IS  so  different  in  its  details,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
reconcile  their  testimony.  Many  of  the  soldiers, 
and  other  English  witnesses,  heard  the  word 
given  by  some  one;  but  no  one  of  them  can 
swear  it  was  by  Captain  Snortland,  or  by  any 
one  in  particular;  and  some,  amongst  whom  is 
the  officer  commanding  the  guard,  ttiink,  if  Cap- 
tain Shortland  had  given  such  an  order,  that  they 
must  have  heard  it,  which  they  did  not.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  Captain  Shortland  denies  the  fact ; 
and  from  the  situation  in  which  be  appears  to 
have  been  placed  at  the  time,  even  according  to 
the  American  witnesses,  in  front  of  the  soldiers,  it 
may  appear  somewhat  improbable  that  he  stiould 
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MoMacre  at  Dartmoor  Prison. 


a  i^pinjt  of  discipline  and  self-possession   in    the 
iro(y^,  if  they  sLould  have  fired  without  orders. 
Wth  regard  to  the  above  important  considera 
*°lf'    '■  whetjier   the  firing  was  justifiable  o 


tlOD 

not,*^v^e  are 


of  opinion,  under  all    the 


or 
.     .  -   circum- 

of  ihe  cise.  from  the  apprehension  which 
l|liers  miiht  fairly  entertain,  owing  to  the 
and  c(|nduct  of  the   prisoners,  thai  this 
iO  a  certain  extent,  was  justifiable  in  a  mil- 
)pint  of  view,  in  order  to   intimidate   the 
and   Compel   them    thereby    to   desist 
lence,  and  retire,  as  they  were 
.    tuation  in  which  the  responsi- 
(if  the  agtyit  and  military  could  not  permit 
therffurith  safely  to  remain. 

Fncji  the  facTof  the  crowd  being  so  close,  and 
the  l^wg,  at  firbj,  being  attended  with  very  little 
injuw,,it  appeaus  probable  that  a  large  propor- 
tion^', the  motets  were  as  stated  by  one  or 
two  •|r  the 
of  t»»  '.pnsonerl;  a 
f^  »o  be  Ian  ent( 


[leirs,  and  fom 
ijl  acts  of  viol 
q.  from  a  ]s\nj 


«ve  givef  such  an  order.  But.  however  it  !  Shortland  was.  from  this  time,  busily  occupied 
(♦main  anjatterof  doubt  whether  the  firing  with  the  turnkeys  in  the  square,  receiving  and 
«'gan  ID  tije  square  by  order,  or  was  a  spon-  i  taking  care  of  the  wounded.  Ensign  White  re- 
us act  of  <he  soldiers  themselves,  it  seems  maincd  with  his  guard  at  the  breach,  and  Lieu- 
ij'iat  It  waicontinuedand  renewed  both  there  ,  tenants  Avelync  and  Fortye,  the  only  other  su- 
andK'^'^ewhere'without  orders;  and  that  on  the  balterns  known  to  have  been  present,  continued 
pJatJvm".  and  fin  several  places  about  the  pris- ;  in  the  square  with  the  mam  bodies  of  their  re- 
on.  ^If^as  certj^nly  commenced  without  any  au      spective  guards. 

'^^'i'r        r  i       J      ..  L  ^^^  "™^  °^  '^^  ^^Y'  'which  was  the  officers' 

IU<v  fact  of  »ii  order  having  been  given  at  first,  |  dinner  hour,  will,  in  some  measure,  explain  ihia 
pro*f.i)>d  the  fijring  was,  under  the  existing  cir-  ,  as  it  caused  the  absence  of  every  officer  from  the 
cuDwUnces.  ju.  Jifiable.  does  not  appear  very  ma-  prison  whose  presence  was  not  indispensable  there 
teri^  in  any  otjer  point  of  view  than  as  showing  And  this  circumstance,  which  ttas  been  urged  as 
a  W^qU  of  disciDline  and  self-nos.sPs..!mn  m  iKp  an  argument  to  prove  the  intention  of  the  prison- 
ers to  take  this  opportunity  to  escape,  tended  to 

increase  the  confusion,  and  to  prevent  those  greater 
exertions  being  made  which  might,  perhaps,  have 
obviated  at  least  a  portion  of  the  mischief  which 
ensued.  At  the  time  that  the  firing  was  going 
on  in  the  square  a  cross  fire  was  kept  up  from 
several  of  the  platforms  on  the  walls  round  the 
prison,  where  the  sentries  stand,  by  stragglin*^ 
parties  of  soldiers,  who  ran  up  there  for  that  pur^- 
pose.  As  far  as  this  fire  was  directed  to  disperse 
the  men  assembled  rgund  the  breach,  (for  which 
purpose  It  was  most  effectual,)  it  seems  to  stand 
upon  the  same  ground  as  that  in  the  first  instance 
in  the  square.  But  that  part  which,  it  is  posi- 
tively sworn,  was  directed  against  stragslino- 
parties  of  prisoners  running  about  the  yards  and 
endeavoring  to  enter  the  few  doors  which  the 
turnkeys,  according  to  their  usual  practice,  had 
left  open,  does  seem,  as  stated,  to  have  been  wholly 
without  object  or  excuse,  and  to  have  been  a 
wanton  attack  upon  the  lives  of  defenceless  and 
at  that  time,  unotfending  individuals.  '        ' 

In  the  same,  or  even  in  more  severe  terms,  we 
must  remark  upon  what  was  proved  as  to' the 
firing  into  the  doorways  of  the  prison,  more  par- 
ticularly into  that  of  No.  3  prison/at  a  time 
when  the  men  were  in  crowds  at  the  entrance. 

From  the  position  of  the  prison  and  of  the  door 
and  Irom   the   marks  of  the   balls,  which  were 
pointed  out  to  us.  as  well  as  from  the  evidence 
It  was  clear  this  firing  mu-t  have  proceeded  from' 
soldiers  a  very  few  feet  from  the  door-way;  and 
though  It  was  certainly  sworn  that  the  prisoner-: 
were  at  the  time  of  part   of  the  firing,  at  least 
continuing  to  insult,  and  occasionally  to  throw 
stone.s  at  the  soldiers,  and  that  they  were  stand- 
ing 10  the  way  of  and  impeding  the  turnkey  who 
was  there  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  door  yet 
still  there  was  nothing  stated  which  could,  in  our 
view,  at  all  justify  such  excessive  harsh  and  se- 
vere treatment  of  helpless  and  unarmed  prisoners, 
when  all  idea  of  escape  was  at  an  end. 

Under  these  impressions,  we  used  every  endea- 
vor to  ascertain  if  there  was  the  least  prospect 
of  identifying  any  of  the  soldiers  who  had  been 
guilty  of  the  particular  outrages  here  alluded  to 
or  of  tracing  any  particular  death  at  that  time  to 
the  firing  of  any  particular  individual,  but  with- 
out success  ;  and  all  hopes  of  bringing  the  offend- 
ers to  punishment  would  seem  to  be  at  an  end. 

In  concl'ision,  we,  the  undersigned,  have  only 
to  add,  that  whilst   we  lament,  as   we  do  most 


sp^c    ,  , 
out  ^)(ank 
encofc^;|ged    them 
sold'^Y-  which  pre 
in  a,<(t>i|nner  mvich 


wijnessef,  levelled    over  the    heads 
circumstance,   in  some  re- 
ed, as  It  induced  them  to  cry 
cartridges."  and   merely  irritated  and 
to  renew   their  insults  to  the 
produced  a  repetition  of  the  firing 

,„    -jich  more  destructive. 

Tji'ifiriDg  ia;the  square  having  continued  for 
som'*:»^e.  by  wlhich  several  of  the  prisoners  sus- 
tainia  Injuries.  iJie  greater  part  of  them  appear  to 
havtftbfen  runijing  back  with  the  utmost  con- 
fusi(l|^nd  precipitation  totheir  respective  prisons, 
and  Mi^  cau^e  ^br  further  firing  seems,  at  this 
jto  have  ceased.     It  appear.-,  accordingly. 


pen 


ihat»^a^>taiu  Sh^'irtland  was  in  the  market  square 
exer  4)(  himself  and  giving  orders  to  that  effect, 
and  tMi  Lieutjnant  Fortye  had  succeeded  in 
styp)^^^  the  firt|on  his  part  of  the  guard. 

r»#y  these  fircurastances,  it  is  very  difficult 
to  fit(i  ^ny  justipcation  for  the  further  renewal 


and  |.i'>^iinuanc^  at  the  firing,  which  certainly 
took  |;^ce  both  C\  the  prison  yards  and  elsewhere, 
thoj*^)  ,we  have^ome  evidence  of  subsequent  pro- 
votiV  ip  givfn  ^  the  military,  and  re-istance  to 
the  ii([>keys  in  rjiutiing  ihe  prisons,  and  of  stones 
beinj^f.rown  oivt  from  within  the  prison  doors. 

T^  ^ubseque^t  firing  appears  rather  to  have 
arise.^ffom  the  Jstate  of  individual  irritation  and 
exa.^'^r^lion  onkhe  part  of  the  soldiers  who  fol- 
lowt}  >^.!ie  prison,frs  into  their  yards,  and  from  the 
absejY,j<  °f  nea/^.y  all  the  officers,  who  might 
havp  *,•?  trained  :|:,  as  well  as  from  the  great  diffi- 
cult^fr  putting>an  end  to  the  firing  when  once 
co*nf.^iced  und*r  such  circumstances.     Captain 

:?5;        r 
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deeply,  the  unfortunate  transaction  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  we  find  ourselves 
totally  unable  to  suggest  any  steps  to  be  taken  as 
to  those  parts  of  it  which  seem  most  to  call  for 
redress  and  punishment. 

CHARLES  KING. 

FRS.  SEYMOUR  LARPENT. 


Lord  CattUreagh  to  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin. 

FoREiG.N  Office,  May  22, 1815. 

Gentlemen:  I  lost  no  time  in  laying  before 
the  Prince  Regent  the  report  made  by  Mi.  Lar- 
pent  and  Mr.  King,  respectively  appointed  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty's  Government  and  that  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  lo  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  late  unfortunate  occurrence  at 
Dartmoor  prison. 

His  Royal  Highness  has  commanded  me  to  ex- 
press, through  you,  fo  the  Government  of  Amer- 
ica, how  deeply  he  laments  the  consequences  of 
this  unhappy  aflfair. 

If  any  thing  can  tend  to  relieve  the  distress 
which  His  Royal  HighneL-s  feels  on  this  occasion, 
It  ts  the  consideration  that  the  conduct  of  the 
soldierj  was  not  actuated  by  any  spirit  of  ani- 
mosity against  the  prisoners,  and  that  the  inac- 
tivity of  the  officers  may  be  attributed  rather  to 
the  inexperience  cf  militia  forces,  than  to  any 
want  of  zeal  or  inclination  to  afford  that  liberal 
protection    which    is   ever   due    to    prisoners   of 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin  to 
Lord  Castkrtagh. 

Hanover  Street,  Hanover  SaoARE. 

May  24,  1815. 
My  Lord:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  official  note  of  the 
22d  instant.  Having,  as  we  have  already  inform- 
ed your  Lordship,  no  powers  on  the  subject  to 
which  it  refers,  we  will  lose  no  time  in  transmit- 
ting it  to  our  Government.  We  will  also  place 
in  the  possession  of  the  American  Minister  near 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  (whose  ar- 
rival here  we  daily  expect)  a  copy  of  your  Lord- 
ship's note,  together  with  a  statement  of  what 
had  previously  passed  respecting  the  unfortunate 
event  at  Dartmoor. 

We  have  the  opportunity  of  tendering,  dtc. 
H.  CLAY. 

ALBERT  GALLATTN. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Castlereagh. 


war. 


But  His  Royal  Highness  has  observed,  at  the 
same  time,  with  sincere  regret,  that  although  the 
firing  of  the  troops  upon  the  prisoners  may  have 
been  justified  at  the  commencement,  by  the  tur- 
bulent conduct  of  the  latter,  yet,  that  as  the  ex- 
tent of  the  calamity  must  be  ascribed  to  a  want 
of  steadiness  in  the  troops,  and  of  exertion  in  the 
officers,  calling  for  the  most  severe  animadver- 
sion, His  Royal  Highness  has  been  pleased  to  di- 
rect the  commander-in-chief  to  address  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Somer>et  militia  his 
disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  which, 
it  is  trusted,  will  make  a  due  impression  on  the 
minds  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  engaged 
in  this  unfortunate  transaction. 

As  an  additional  proof  of  the  sentiments  which 
animate  the  Prince  Regent  on  this  occasion.  I  am 
further  commanded  to  express  His  Royal  High- 
ness's  desire  to  make  a  compensation  to  the  widows 
and  families  of  the  sufferers;  and  1  have  lo  re- 
quest that  you,  gentlemen,  would  make  this 
known  to  your  Government,  inviting  them,  at 
the  same  time,  to  co-operate  with  Hi^  Majesty's 
Charge  des  Affaires  in  the  United  States  in  in- 
vestigating the  respective  claims,  for  the  purpose 
of  fulfilling  His  Royal  Highne.ss's  benevolent  in- 
tentions upon  this  painful  occasion. 

I  request  that  you  will  accept  the  assurance  of 
the  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

CASTLEREAGH. 

To  H.  Clay,  and  A.  Gallatin,  Esqs. 

American  Commissionera. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

JcNE  23,  1815. 

He  (Lord  Castlereagh)  then  mentioned  the  late 
occurrence  at  Dartmoor  prison,  and  the  measures 
which  had  been  taken,  by  agreement,  between  him 
and  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin  on  that  occasion. 
I  said  I  had  received  a  copy  of  the  report*  made 
by  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Larpent,  after  their  exami- 
nation into  the  transaction,  and  of  the  written 
depositions  that  had  been  taken,  as  well  on  that 
examination  as  previously,  at  the  coroner's  in- 
quest; that,  after  what  had  been  done,  I  consid- 
ered the  procedure  as  so  far  terminated  that  I  was 
not  aware  of  any  further  steps  to  be  taken  by  me 
until  I  should  receive  the  instructions  of  my  Gor- 
ernment  on  the  case.  From  the  general  impres- 
sion made  on  my  mind  from  the  evidence  that  I 
had  perused.  I  regretted  that  a  regular  trial  of 
Captain  Shortland  had  not  been  ordered,  and  I 
thought  it  probable  that  such  would  be  the  opin- 
ion of  my  Government.  He  said  that  undoubt- 
edly there  Were  cases  in  which  a  trial  was  the 
best  remedy  to  be  resorted  to,  but  there  were 
others  in  which  it  was  the  worst ;  that  a  trial,  the 
result  of  which  would  be  an  acquittal,  would  place 
the  whole  affair  in  a  more  unpleasant  situation 
than  it  would  be  without  it;  that  the  evidence 
was  extremely  contradictory  ;  that  it  had  been 
found  impossible  to  trace  to  any  individual  the 
most  unjustifiable  part  of  the  firing;  and  that 
Captain  Shortland  denied  having  given  the  order 
to  fire.  1  admitted  that  the  evidence  was  contra- 
dictory, but  said  that  from  the  impression  of  the 
whole  mass  of  it  upon  me.  I  could  not  doubt  either 
that  Captain  Shortland  gave  the  order  to  fire,  or 
that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was 
unnecessary.  It  was  true,  the  result  of  a  trial 
might  be  an  acquittal;  but  as  it  was  the  regular 
remedy  for  a  case  of  this  description,  the  substi- 
tution of  any  other  was  susceptible  of  strong  ob- 
jections, and  left  the  officer  apparently  justified, 
wlien  I  could  not  but  consider  fis  conduct  as  al- 
1  together  unjustifiable. 
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Mlr.,^aker,    H^    Britannic   Majeaty'a    Chargi.    du 
k\      Affairff,  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 

*  Philadelphia.  Aug.  3,  1915. 
In  a  communication  made  by  Viscount 
C&j;^reagh,  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
Stat,  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Gatfilin.  on  the  20ih  of  last  May,  relative  to  the 
jtijnate  occurrence  at  Dartmoor  prison,  bis 
iRip  expressed  to  those  gentlemen,  by  the 
l)iind  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
iliiow  deeply  His  Royal  Highness  lamented 
|)jsequencys  o{  that  unhappy  affair,  and  that, 
Jyjthing  ccfcld  have  alleviated  the  distress 
I  .His  Royal  Highness  felt  on  that  occasion, 
ihe  consideration  that  the  conduct  of  the 
r»  was  to  be  attributed  rather  to  the  inex- 
loe  of  a  n»ilitia  force,  than  to  any  want  of 
rtinclinatipn  to  afford  that  liberal  protection 
wbi^  Is  ever  due  to  prisoners  of  war.  His  Lord- 
ship  y>ewise  informed  them  that,  although  the 
firiaf'fappeared  xo  have  been  justified  at  its  com-  i 
metiv  'p:ient.  by  the  turbulent  conduct  of  the  pris-  \ 
oner^itet,  that  js  the  extent  of  the  calamity  was  ■ 
tobO^cribed  t(.*a  want  of  steadiness  in  the  troops,  I 
exertior  in  the  oflBcers,  calling  for  the' 
itivere  animadversion,  His  Royal  Highness 
•in  pleastd  to  direct  the  comraander-in- ' 
(<  address:.to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
<et  milit«|i  his  disapprobation  of  the  con- 
■?he  troojjp,  so  that  a  due  impression  might 
It  on  the  Jninds  of  the  officers  and  men  en- 
[ag^.^ijj  that  unrfortunate  transaction. 

As  ^i  additional  proof  of  the  sentiments  which 
aDinj.^Ai  the  Pr'^nce  Regent  on  this  painful  occa- 
sion, !^^  Lordshi'o  was  also  further  commanded  to 
exprel  to  Messiis.  Clay  and  Gallatin  His  Royal 
HighiJ^s's  desire-  to  maiie  a  compensation  to  the 
wiiio«i-and  fan^lies  of  the  sufferers 

I 
Hi 
of  the 


sition  of  your  Government  to  make  provision  for 
the  widows  and  familie?  of  the  sufferers  in  the 
much-to-be-lamenied  occurrence  at  Dartmoor. 

It  is  painful  to  touch  on  this  unfortunate  event, 
from  the  deep  distress  it  has  caused  to  the  whole 
American  people.  This  repugnance  is  increased 
by  the  consideration  that  our  Governments 
though  penetrated  with  regret,  do  not  agree  in 
sentiment  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  partiea 
engaged  in  it. 

Whilst  the  President  declines  accepting  the 
provisions  contemplated  by  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  he  nevertheless  does  full  jus- 
tice to  the  motives  which  dictated  if. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  • 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Anthony  St.  John  Baker,  Esq.  d,c. 


Devon,  to  -wit: 

Informations  of  witnesses  severally  taken  and  ac- 
knowledged on  benalf  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 

the  King,  touching  the  death  of  John  Haywood 
at  the  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  in  the  parish 
of  Lidford,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  the  enrhih 
day  of  April,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  the  rei<Tn 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  III.,  befo% 
Jo.seph  Whiieford,  gentleman,  one  of  the  coro- 
ners of  his  said  Majesty  for  the  said  county,  on 
an  inquisition  then  and  there  taken  on  vieve  of 
the  body  of  the  said  John  Haywood,  then  and 
there  lying  dead,  as  follows: 
Thomas  Edwards,  a  private   soldier    in   His 
Majesty's  first  regiment  of  Somerset  miliiia   on 
his  oath,  saith  :  That  he  is  stationed  with  the  said 
regiment  at  the  barracks  at  Dartmoor,  adjoining 
the  prison  of    war  there;   that,  on  Thursday  las? 
?se  sentinients  on  the  part  of  j  the  sixth  day  of  this   preseni   month  of  April 
iment,  for  the  information  !  he    was  on   the  guard   called   the    West    piquet 

ird.  and.  at  the  hour  of  half-nast  .sir  in  iKo 
noncrt3.:acqua,n-  you.  that  I  have  been  directed  to  |  evening,  was  fixed  as  sent  nein  what  fscaled 
codcejwuh  the  American  Government  the  most  I  the  barrack  yard,  which  is  sttiat^d  within  he 
efficie*  means  c>  carrying  into  execution  these  1  walls  of  the  prison,  but  the  yard  allotte  o  the 
Pnn'St  mteniions  of  if  is  Royal  Highness  the  prisoners  is  separat;d  from  the  barracJ  yari  by  J 
Prinr%Re2ent.  ..nd  shall  be  ready,  wan  a  view  1  stone  wall;  that  about  the  hour  of  seven  in  ihe 


*io«i:anu  lan^lies  o 
In  wjierating'ihese 
s  N^jesty's  G;)verni 


of  ex 


'j||4nt  inten{ic 
%  Regent.  ,4n 
?.'«!iting  il|e 


arrangements 


to  be  made,  to 


^■withouL^  delay   to  Washington,   lor  the 
)*  of  comr^unicatinff  with  vuu   nersonallv 


proce 

purpoii^'of  comri^unicating  with  you  personally 
on  th^  subject.  Uiould  it  suit  your  convenience 
to  meij^e  thert},  I  beg  leave,  at  the  same  time, 
to  sijgi%^»t,  as  a  ntce.ssary  preliminary  to  any  mea- 
sures *^v*iich  may  be  adopted,  that  information 
shoulj^lje  procured  from  the  different  States  with 
respe.^1)  the  fafmilies  of  the  sufferers,  and  any 
other  Tifcumstajices  which  may  facilitate  the 
corap(^.^n  of  ih?-  arrangements  alluded  to. 
I  hi, w  the  hocMK  to  be,  dec. 


The  i^y^ary  of  i^ate  to  A.  St.  John  Raker,  Esq.,  His 
•  .£  -ifarmic  Atijesty's  Charge  des  Affaires. 

'  ^  DEifARTME.XT  OF  StaTE, 

Washington,  Dec.  11,  1815. 
receive  your  let- 
imunicaiiug  a  propo- 


Spi  \  have  h^d  the  honor  to 
r  (|i  Ibfe  3d  of  i^ugust,  commui 

1 


evening  of  same  day.  he  (this  informant)  was  near 
his  post,  when  he  heard  a  noise,  as  if  some  per- 
sons on  the  other  side  of  the  wall  were  attetnpt- 
ing  to  undermine  it;  whereupon  he  went  to  that 
part  ot  the  wall  from  whence  the  noise  proceeded 
and,  on  looking  at  the  wall,  he  perceived  that  the 
mortar  between  the  stones  was  moving,  at  the 
height  of  between  three  and  four  feet  from   the 
ground;  whereupon  this  informant  immediateir 
went  to  the  corner  of  a  building  which  is  called 
the  cookhouse,  and  alarmed   the  sentinel  nearest 
to  this  informant  on  the  wall,  and  desired  him  to 
order  the  piquet  out ;  that  this  informant  then  re- 
lumed to  the  spot  where  he  had  seen  the  mortar 
moring,  and  by  this  time  there  was  a  hole  made 
through  the  wall  large  enough  for  this  informant 
to  put  his  musket  and  bayonet  through,  and,  on 
looking  through  the  hole  in  the  wall,  he  saw  a 
great  number  oi  the  prisoners,  he  believes  to  the 
number  of  ihtee  or  four  hundred,  assembled  to- 
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gether  near  the  hole  in  the  wall;  and  he  thinks 
that  there  were  altogether  upwards  of  one  thous- 
and assembled  nearly  around  the  same  place;  that 
this  informant  spoke  to  the  prisoners  through  the 
wall,  and  ordered  them  off  several  times,  but 
many  of  the  prisoners  declared  that  they  would 
not  go,  and  they  still  continued  beating  against 
the  wall;  and  this  informant  observed  that  one 
of  the  prisoners  had  an  iron  bar  m  his  hand,  with 
which   he  was  tearing  down   the   wall,  and  the 

firisoners  within  the  prison  were  at  this  time  hal- 
ooing  and  making  a  great  noise  ;  that  the  prison- 
ers continued  beating  against  the  wall  until  they 
had  made  a  hole  in  it  large  enough  for  the  largest 
man  in  the  prison  to  pass  through,  when  this  in- 
formant cocked  his  musket  and  presented  it  to  the 
prisoners,  threatening  to  fire  at  them  unless  they 
desisted;  when  the  prisoners  abused  this  inform- 
ant, asked  him  why  he  did  not  fire,  and  said  he 
was  afraid  to  do  so.  and  they  stiil  continued  tear- 
ing down  the  wall  of  the  prison;  that  shortly 
after  the  piquet  guard  came  to  this  informant's 
assistance,  and  then  this  informant  left  that  part 
of  the  wall  and  went  to  his  post ;  that  Lieutenant 
White,  of  the  same  regiment,  commanded  the 
piquet  guard,  and  this  informant  heard  him  order 
the  prisoners  to  go  from  the  wall,  but  they  refused 
to  do  so,  and  still  continued  tearing  down  the 
wall;  that  some  of  the  men  of  the  piquet  guard 
threatened  to  fire  at  the  prisoners,  but  Lieutenant 
While  told  them  that  they  should  not  fire,  and 
remained  in  the  barrack  yard  with  his  party, 
where  the  hole  was;  that,  about  half-past  seven 
o'clock,  whilst  this  informant  was  at  his  post,  he 
heard  the  report  of  several  muskets  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  market  place,  but  did  not  leave  his 
post  ;  and  at  this  lime  the  prisoners  were  still 
beating  against  the  wall  on  the  inside,  at  several 
different  places,  but  after  many  muskets  had  been 
discharged  they  quilted  the  wall;  that  this  in- 
formant remained  at  his  post  until  be  was  re- 
lieved at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  and  during  this 
time  no  musket  was  fired  in  the  barrack  yard; 
and  after  this  informant  was  relieved  he  did  not 
hear  the  report  of  any  muskets,  and  the  firing  had 
entirely  ceased  ;  and  this  informant  further  saith, 
that  he  was  not  within  the  walls  of  the  prison, 
and  did  not  see  any  musket  discharged,  but  only 
heard  the  report  of  them. 

THOMAS  EDWARDS. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Joseph  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

Samuel  IVhite,  a  lieutenant  in  His  Majesty's 
regiment  of  first  Somerset  militia,  on  his  oaib, 
saiih  :  That,  oo  Thursday  last,  ihe6ih  day  of  the 
present  month,  (April.)  ne  (this  informant)  had 
the  west  guard  u{  the  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor, 
and  about  half  past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  he 
was  in  the  guard  room,  when,  in  consequence  of 
some  information  he  received,  he  ordered  out  the 
guard,  and  proceeded  with  it  to  the  barrack  yard, 
which  adjoins  that  part  of  the  prison  distinguish- 
ed by  No.  7,  and  is  separated  therefrom  by  a  stone 
wall;  that  Charles  Edwards,  now  present,  was 
then  a  sentinel  in  the  barrack  yard,  and  at  his  post. 


and  at  the  distance  of  about  fifteen  yards  from 
the  post  where  he  was  the  sentinel,  he  (this  in- 
formant) observed  a  hole  in  the  wall  which  sep- 
arated the  barrack  yard  from  ihe  prison,  large 
enough  for  a  man  of  any  size  to  come  thi-ough  ; 
that  at  this  time  there  were  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  within  the  wall  near  the  hole,  and  sev- 
eral of  them  tearing  down  the  wall,  and  he  par- 
ticularly noticed  two  of  the  prisoners  with  iron 
bars  in  their  hands,  removing  the  stones  from  the 
wall ;  that  this  informant  spoke  to  the  prisoners 
repeatedly,  and  desired  them  to  desist  from  what 
they  were  about,  and  told  them  that,  unless  they 
did,  the  whole  of  the  military  would  be  called 
out,  and  obliged  to  commit  violence  to  compel 
them  to  desist  :  but  the  prisoners  still  continued 
tearing  down  the  wall,  and  repeated  volleys  of 
turf  and  stones  were  thrown  through  the  open- 
ing the  prisoners  had  made  in  the  wall,  and  over 
it,  at  this  informant  and  the  guard ;  and  this  in- 
formant was  struck  by  some  of  the  mortar  and 
stones  taken  from  the  wall,  and  thrown  at  him  by 
the  prisoners,  and  several  of  the  men  complained 
of  having  been  also  struck  with  the  stones  thrown; 
that  this  informani  did  not  see  Captain  Shoriland, 
the  agent  for  the  prisoners  of  war,  in  the  barrack 
yard,  after  this  informant  came  ;  that  when  this 
informant  spoke  to  the  prisoners  who  were  about 
the  wall,  they  abused  this  informant  and  the 
guard,  declared  they  would  not  leave  the  spot, 
and  said  ''Jxre.Jirer  that  the  prisoners  within 
the  walls  of  the  prison  were,  throughout,  in  a 
state  of  disturbance,  and  whilst  some  of  them 
were  tearing  down  the  wall,  the  rest  were  huz- 
zaing and  making  a  great  noise,  and  at  this  time 
It  was  about  the  hour  in  the  evening  when  the 
prisoners  are  usually  locked  up  in  their  different 
prisons;  that  he  (this  informant)  had  been  ia 
the  barrack  yard  about  fifteen  minutts  when  he 
heard  the  prisoners  huzzaing  and  making  a  great 
noise  adjoining  the  yard  where  ihe  market  is 
held,  svhich  is  the  principal  entrance  to  the  pris- 
on,  and  at  the  same  time  he  heard  the  alarm  bell 
ring,  and  the  drum  beat  to  arms,  and  immediately 
after  he  heard  the  report  of  a  single  musket, 
which  proceeded  as  in  a  direction  from  the  pris- 
on gates  leading  into  the  market  place,  and  this 
informant   then    proceeded   towards  the  market 

Elace,  lo  ascertain  by  whose  orders  the  firing 
ad  commenced,  leaving  the  piquet  guard  under 
the  care  of  the  sergeants ;  and  in  his  way  to  the 
market  place  he  heard  several  other  muskets  dis- 
charged in  the  same  direction  as  the  former, 
whereupon  he  immediately  returned  to  his  guard, 
without  going  to  the  market  place,  and  still  found 
the  prisoners  tearing  down  the  wall  between  the 
prison  and  the  barrack  yard,  endeavoring  to  widea 
the  breach;  that  the  prisoners  continued  tearing 
down  the  wall,  when  some  muskets  were  fired 
from  the  walls  by  the  sentinels  towards  the  place 
where  the  breach  was;  whereupon  the  number 
of  prisoners  near  the  breach  lessened  considerably, 
many  running  towards  their  respective  prisons, 
and  others  towards  ihe  principal  gate;  that  some 
of  the  prisoners  attempted  to  force  their  way 
through  the  breach,  when  he  (this  informant)  or- 


m 


m 


If 


l§' 


\\i 


APPENDIX. 


1524 


1525 


APPENDIX. 


1526 


Magsacre  at  Dartmoor  Prison. 


Ji  the  gu.vd  to  charge,  and  warned  the   pris- 
rj5  against  ihe  consequences  that  would  follow ; 
lliljt  ithis  infotmant  was  at  this  time  at  the  breach 
ift' -ire  wall,  aVid  part  of  his  body  was  through,  to 
^^•e:  \rhat  wax  passing  within   the  walls,  and   he 
|he*.i'observeu  that  the  principal  rush  of  the  pris- 
^nvsi  ^as  towards  the  main  gate,  leading   to   the 
ijidjl^et  place;  and  just  at  this  moment  he  (this 
fijftsnant)  h^^ard  a  volley  of  musketry  discharged 
M-;»li  raarkei?  place,  and   immediately  after   the 
priift|iers  beg  n  to  retreat ;  and  shortly  after,  this 
bf'.MDaDt  saw  the  guard,  and  the  rest  of  the  sol- 
(litplwho  were  not  on  guard,  pass  on  the  inside 
arUir  prison  wall,  opposite  the  breach,  and  they 
V-^lfrJdrawn  ijp  in  front  of  the  prison  No.  7.  and 
Hfa'j(V  JoUiffJwas  persuading  the  prisoners  to  go 
t,1  E^if  ir  prisons,  but  many  of  them   remained   at 
tije-jpfrisou  dovir,  abusing  the  military;   that  after 
aic^jiisiderable  effort  on  the  part  of  the  guard,  the 
p'i^iers  were  driren  into  No.  7  prison,  and  the 
d;s4r<locked  ;  ihat  at  the  time  this  informant  heard 
tlj^. volley  of  jmusketry  in   the  market   place,  or 
i«;»fcHiately  .after,   ihere   were  several    muskets 
fi*»?^jfrom  th»  different  platforms  where  the  sen- 
ti«*l>  were  placed,  but  the  firing  ceased  instantly 
aft^,the  solders  entered   the   prison  yard;   that 
th(i  inforraaft  remained   with    the  guard   until 
h>l^-|)ast  eighk  o'clock  at  night,  when  everything 
wa|  feporied  |o  be  quiet,  when,  by  order   of  the 
fiel,*  Officer,  tJJe  guard  was  returned  to  the  guard- 
too'aij;  that  ll^ere  was  not  a  musket  discharged  in 
thtikrrack  yird,  and  he  (this  informant)  saw  no 
pcji)h  killed  ,>r  wounded;  that  when  this  inform- 
3qt|.-iiw  the  Iprisoners  rush   towards  the  gates, 
tb«>j  were  in  ^  very  riotous,  disorderly  state,  and 
thei  •PP^arerf  to  this  informant  as  if  determined 
to  l^|rte  their  |)assage  through  the  gateway;  that 
thercfldiers  or>  guard  are  directed  to  refrain  from 
anyirmrauniiation  with  the  prisoners,  to  prevent 
(hi|)iisoners  irom  getting  over   the  iron   railing 
w»t'ip  the  wajls  of  the   prison,  and  likewise   to 
pr^ve^t  the  pi^soners  from  tearing  down   or   un- 
derr*i)aing  the) walls;  that   in  case  the  prisoners 
do  t^\  desist  f|om  such  practices  when  spoken  to, 
\h*  >;tjard  is  t(J  be  alarmed,  but  the   sentinels  are 
or|«r<^d  not  tojfire  unless  in  cases  of  absolute  ne- 
cefe£|tj',  or  whj?re  a  prisoner  or  prisoners  is  or  are 
tn^t^eract  of  jscaping  from  the  prison;   that  on 
th^ltii  day  of  April   instant  this  informant  was 
all  ^jonthe  g«ard,  and   the  prisoners  were  then 
Teijy  jdisorderly,  and    refused    to  obey  the  com- 
ma^^n,  insom|icii  that  the  guards  were  turned  out, 
ifrung,  and  the  drums  beat  to  arms; 
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ibf^^lMrm-bellfrung,  ^ 

ancjiil  this  tinje,  which  was  about  seven  o'clock 
in  a^eveningL  the  prisoners  had  forced  the  gates 
of  i<iv  prison,  ind  had  the  possession  of  the  whole 
of  kft*  raarketjplace,  and  their  demand  was  then 
for-irH-ad  insttjad  of  biscuit,  which  this  informant 
ani'Sritood  haJ  been  offered  them  instead  of  bread, 
(herJ feeing  miich  biscuit  in  store;  but  on  the  6th 
day  l)|' April  ijistant  he  did  not  hear  the  prisoners 
a««i4ir  any  caijse  for  their  conduct.  x\nd  this  in- 
fort!<a^t  furtl^r  saith,  that  on  the  7th  day  of 
Apjh  instant;  he  attended  Admiral  Sir  Josias 
^^'fY  *nd  (Captain  Schornberg  to  the  walls  of 
chc^«soD,  an^l  heard  the  Admiral  speak   to  the 
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prisoners  from  the  platform  at  the  main  gates, 
opposite  the  prison  No.  7,  and  requested  to  know' 
their  grievances,  and  why  the  breaches  had  been 
made  in  the  wall,  and  the  gates  forced  ;  when  one 
of  the  prisoners,  whom  this  informant  understood 
to  be  one  of  the  committee,  said,  in  reply  to  the 
Admiral,  that  there  was  no  cause  of  complaint, 
and  that  the  breach  made  in  the  wall  was  to  get  a 
ball  which  had  been  thrown  over  the  wall  by  some 
of  the  boys ;  that  the  prisoner  said  that  tlie  chain  at 
the  gates  was  not  sufficiently  strong,  and  the  press 
at  the  gates  was  so  strong,  that  the  gates  were 
forced  open,  and  one  or  two  hundred  rushed  out, 
but  that  there  was  no  intention  to  escape;  that 
when  this  informant  saw  the  prisoners  breaking 
down  the  wall  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  instant, 
the  persons  employed  about  it  were  all  men,  and 
they  were  all  (he  time  abusing  the  military  ;  and 
during  the  time  this  informant  was  in  the  barrack 
yard,  no  person  asked  for  a  ball,  or  said  a  ball  had 
been  thrown  over  the  wall. 

SA.M.  WHITE, 
Lieut.  Ut  ^merset  Teg^l  militia. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Whitekord,  Coroner. 

John  Mitchell,  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
Thomas  George  Shortland,  Esq.,  the  agent  for 
prisoners   of  war  at  Dartmoor,  in   the  parish   of 
Lidford.  in  the  county  of  Devon,  on  his  oath,  saith: 
That,  on  Thursday,  the  sixth  day  of  April  instant, 
about  a  quarter  before  seven   in  the  evening,  he 
(this  informant)  was  in   his  own  room,  the  duty 
of  the  day  having  been  finished,  except  receiving 
the   evening  report,  when   one  of  the  turnkeys, 
called  Richard  Arnold,  came  to  this  inform.int's 
room,  and,  in  consequence  ot  information  which 
he  gave,  this  informant  walked  towards  the  south 
guard,  accompanied  by  Mr.  John  Bennett,  store 
clerk  at  the  prison,  and  observed  the  officer  of  the 
guard  on  the  platform  ;  and  this  informant  went 
on  the  platform,  and  saw  a  great  number  of  pris- 
oners between  the  iron  railing  within  tiie  walls 
of  the  prison  and   the  wall   of  the  military  way, 
which  is  a  place  where  the  prisoners  are  not  per- 
mitted  to  go,  and   the  prisoners  were  throwing 
peat  and  other  light  articles;  that  this  informant 
then  went  to  the  guard  room,  where  there  was  a 
report  that  a  breach  had  been  made  by  the  pris- 
oners in  the  hospital  wall,  where  he  immediately 
went,  but   saw  no  appearance    of  breach  there. 
That  he  then  returned  to  the  lodge,  and,  finding 
that   the  west  guard  were  not  at   their  post,  he 
went  to  the  north  guard  and  requested  the  sergeant 
to  assemble  his  guard,  and  they  followed  this  in- 
formant to   the  station  of  the  west  guard  ;  that 
this  informant  then  went  to  the  front  of  the  prin- 
cipal   entrance  to  the  prison,  and   saw  Captain 
Shortland  in  the  front  of  the  prison,  and  the  gate 
of  the  prison  nearest  to  the  hospital  was  open,  and 
the  prisoners  were  coming   through  the   gates  of 
the  prison,  towards  the  upper  gates,  in  a  body,  at 
a  quick  pace,  making  a  great  noise,  and  using  the 
word   •' keeno,''    which    this    informant    has  fre- 
quently heard  the  prisoners  use  when  they  were 
bent  on   anything;  that  Captain     Shortlaijd  ad 
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vanced  towards  the  prisoners,  calling  on  the  guard 
to  follow,  form,  and  be  steady,  and  directed  them 
to  keep  possession  of  the  market  square  ;  that  this 
informant  followed  Captain  Shortland,  keeping 
between  him  and  the  military,  and  this  informant 
heard  Captain  Shortland  de«ire  the  prisoners  to 
return  quietly  to  their  prisons,  for  fear  of  any  un- 
pleasant consequences,  and  he  repeatedly  urged 
the  prisoners  to  return  to  their  prison,  but  they 
still  continued  advancing,  speaking  in  a  riotous 
maoner,  and  making  a  great  noise;  and  at  this 
moment  he  (this  informant)  also  saw  the  surgeon. 
Dr.  Magrath,  speaking  to  the  prisoners,  and  he 
heard  him  persuade  the  prisoners  to  return  ;  that, 
at  this  time,  he  (this  informant)  observed  a  large 
body  of  prisoners  assembled  at  the  other  gate,  or 
the  opposite  side  of  the  market  place,  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  this  gate  with  an  intention  of  ob- 
serving their  conduct  minutely,  but,  on  hearing  a 
noise  on  his  left,  he  turned  round  and  observed 
the  prisoners  were  much  further  up  the  square, 
more  namerous,  and  part  of  the  guards  had  char- 
ged their  bayonets  towards  the  prisoners  to  force 
them  down,  and  almost  at  the  same  moment  he 
(this  informant)  heard  the  report  of  a  musket  dis- 
charged, and  the  sound  came  from  where  the 
guard  were  charged  to  force  the  prisoners  down, 
but  this  informant  did  not  ^ee  any  person  fall; 
that  he  (this  informant)  ran  and  got  in  the  rear 
of  the  military,  and  almost  instantly  a  di^cliarcre 
of  musketry  took  place  from  the  guards  who 
were  forcing  the  prisoners  down,  and  shortly 
at'ter  he  heard  various  discharges  of  musketry 
from  different  parts  of  the  prison  ;  that  he  (this  in- 
formant) did  not  hear  any  person  give  orders  to 
fire;  that  several  muskets  were  fired  in  the  mar- 
ket square,  but  what  number  he  cannot  say, 
and,  immediately  after  the  firing  had  ceased,  he 
heard  Captain  Shortland  call  for  turnkeys  to  take 
up  the  wounded  ;  that  this  informant  made  his 
way  through  the  military  with  some  of  the  turn- 
keys, and  the  first  person  he  saw  was  a  black  man 
lying  on  the  ground,  on  his  face,  apparently  dead; 
and  there  was  another  man  wounded  in  the  j^quare, 
and  sitting  in  the  sentry  box.  but  this  informant 
did  not  notice  any  other ;  that  there  was  then  an 
outcry  from  the  military  for  the  key  of  the  gate 
which  leads  to  Nos.  5  and  7  prisons,  and  this 
informant  went  and  procured  a  turnkey,  who 
brought  the  key  and  opened  the  gate;  and  after 
some  of  the  military  has  passed  in,  this  informant 
went  inside  the  gate,  and  there  saw  a  white  man 
lying  on  the  ground,  also  apparently  dead  ;  and 
at  this  time  this  informant  heard  the  report  of 
several  single  muskets,  at  different  parts  of  the 
prison,  apparently  as  it  from  the  walls,  and.  con- 
sidering it  unsafe,  he  retired  behind  the  military, 
and  went  again  to  the  lodge,  where  he  remained 
until  there  was  a  call  for  turnkeys  to  shut  up  th6 
prison,  when  he  procured  the  necessary  turnkeys 
and  sent  them  down,  and  then  went  towards  the 
military  himself,  and,  at  Captain  Shortland's  re- 
quest, went  to  ascertain  the  number  of  prisoners 
who  had  been  sent  up,  and  afterwards,  by  order 
of  Captain  Shortland.  went  to  the  surgery  ward 
of  the  hospital  to  receive  the  wounded  and  ascer- 


tain their  number,  and  whilst  there  he  received 
thirty-four  prisoners,  who  were  wounded,  and  one 
dead  man  was  also  brought  to  the  hospital  by 
mistake  ;  that  this  informant  remained  there  until 
he  was  sent  for  by  Captain  Shortland  to  report 
the  number;  that,  at  the  time  the  first  musket 
was  fired,  he  thinks  that  there  were  about  five 
hundred  prisoners  in  the  market  square,  and  the 
foremost  of  them  were  behaving  in  a  very  riotous 
and  disorderly  manner,  quite  disrespectful  to  Cap- 
tain Shortland,  and  without  appearing  to  pay  the 
least  attention  to  what  Captain  Shortland  or  Dr. 
Magrath  were  saying,  and  though  requested  to 
retire  they  continued  to  advance,  and  seemed  to 
this  informant  as  if  determined  to  force  their  vray 
to  the  upper  gates,  which  were  then  opened  to 
permit  the  bread-wagon  to  go  out;  that,  since  the 
26th  day  of  March  last,  there  has  been  much  dis- 
satisfaction among  the  prisoners  in  the  prison 
towards  Mr.  Beasley,  the  American  agent,  whom 
the  prisoners  understood  was  appointed  to  send 
them  home  ;  and,  on  the  4th  day  of  April  instant, 
about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  prisoners 
got  open  the  gates  leading  to  the  market  squats, 
and  came  up  and  occupied  the  square  until  about 
ten  o'clock,  when  they  retired  to  their  respective 
prisons;  that  this  informant  went  to  the  gates 
and  spoke  to  some  of  the  prisoners,  and  also  went 
inside  amongst  them,  and  asked  what  they  came 
up  for.  when  they  replied  it  was  because  they 
had  had  no  bread  that  day;  that  the  transport 
board  had  permitted  the  contractor  to  issue  bis- 
cuit, of  which  he  had  a  store,  for  his  contract, 
and  it  was  arranged  by  Captain  Shortland  that 
they  were  to  have  it  only  one  day  in  a  week,  and 
the  prisoners  had  been  offered  their  rations  of  bis- 
cuit, which  was  one  pound  of  biscuit  instead  of 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  soft  bread,  but  they  had 
refused  to  accept  it  throughout  the  day,  but  re- 
mained quiet  till  the  evening;  that,  on  the  6th 
day  of  April  instant,  soft  bread  had  been  issued 
to  the  prisoners  as  usual,  and  Captain  Shortland 
had.  on  the  5th,  communicated  to  the  committee 
for  the  prisoners  that  he  did  not  intend  to  issue 
any  biscuit  without  further  directions  from  the 
board  ;  that  this  informant  did  not  observe  any- 
thing thrown  by  the  prisoners  at  the  military  on 
the  evening  of  the  6th,  and  did  not  see  the  pris- 
oners armed  with  any  offensive  weapons;  that  if 
the  prisoners  had  forced  their  way  to  the  upper 
gate  of  the  market  square,  there  would  have  been 
no  obstacle  to  their  getting  out  of  the  prison,  as 
all  the  gates  were  open;  that  about  a  quarter  ot 
an  hour  previous  to  this  informant  seeing  the 
prisoners  coming  in  a  body  through  the  gate,  the 
usual  horn,  the  signal  for  their  retiring  to  their 
respective  prisons,  had  been  blown,  and  continued 
to  blow  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time. 

JOHN  MITCHELL. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

Richard  Arnold,  one  of  the  turnkeys  of  the 
prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  oath,  saith: 
That  on  the  6th  day  of  April  instant  he  (this  in- 
formant) was  stationed  at  the  lower  gate  in  the 
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tf,*  tnarkel  >tiu.ire,  when  he  saw  a  great  number 
oj  jjfiioners  jletween  the  iroa  railing  and  the  raili- 
'Hifff.v/aW  wkich  separates  the  military  way  from 
ifji«!  'tpri<oD,  ind  Wfut  and  reported  the  circum- 
sC/wni.e  to  Mr.  Miichell,  and  from  thence  went  to 
M«-|Holmde  1,  the  clerk  of  the  agent  at  the  prison, 
^ijjthen  this  informant  returned  towards  the 
\>j^f,  and  there  met  Mr.  Holmden  with  a  guard, 
aiiT-lie  wen|  into  the  prison  with  thera  to  turn 
(lif  ^)ri-sonerl  from  between  the  railing  and  the 
v^^  and  th,s  informant  went  to  the  lower  gate 
a/yiji ;  that,:  just  as  this  informant  got  to  the 
gRe!  he  he^rd  a  sentinel  cill  from  the  barrack 
yhif  to  a  serijtinel  on  the  platform  near  the  market 
i-cSwe.  ihatjihe  prisoners  were  breaking  a  hole 
itf>LJigh  the^barrack  wall,  and  desiring  him  to 
c«-^^he  guafd  j  that  this  informant  immediately 
vMt^  to  ih»^  west  guard  and  called  them,  and 
■wUt'li  the  gi^.iard  was  turned  out  Captain  Short- 
ly,li  came  tljrough  the  lodge,  and  wtnt  with  the 
iiufj  to  tht;  barrack  yard,  and  this  informant 
'    ^  "'  0.  after  having  called  the  north  and 

ess  if  they  were  want- 

e  barrack  yard  he  ob- 

t>Avi;d  a  holi,  in  the  wall  on  the  south  side  of  the 

'"  room,  ^\iTge   enough   for  a  man   lo  creep 

jti.  and  he  saw  a  great  number  of  prisoners 

;h   the'  hole  in  the  wall,  who  were  abusing 

.4}ldiers  aiid  the  cdptain  ;  that  this  informant 

to  the  market  >quare, leaving  Cap- 

.       ^ _    J  in  the  barrack  yard,  and  the  horn 

w!_j4Jthen  sat|iding  fur  the  prisoners  to  turn  into 
lljxil  respective  pri>cns,  when  he  observed  a  large 
bii^ly*  of  prisi^jers  collected  between  the  iron  rail 
*  in  tlie  fr'jnt  of  the  prisons,  and  they  were  at 
^ting  to  30 re e  tiie  gates,  which  were  locked 


g^iufJ  to  tnv  DarracK  yaru 
y^^A.  there  ^so.  after  havin 
s<|«tii  guardl:o  be  in  readin< 
ell^ltliat  on  fuming  into  ih( 


prisoners  had  got  a  great  way  in  the  yard,  when 
some  of  them  called  out  "  Fire,  you  buggers,  you 
have  no  shot  in  your  pieces  or  guns;"  when  the 
military  fired  again,  and  this  informant  beard  a 
cry  amongst  the  prisoners,  and  almost  immedi- 
ately he  heard  Captain  Shortland  call  for  the 
turnkeys  to  help  the  wounded  away  ;  that  this  in- 
formant saw  one  man  dead  in  the  gateway  of 
prison  No.  7,  and  saw  several  men  carried  to- 
wards the  hospital  wounded,  but  he  does  not 
know  any  of  them  ;  that  this  informant  did  not 
hear  any  person  give  orders  to  fire  ;  that  he  was 
near  to  Captain  Shortland  when  the  firing  first 
began,  and.  if  Captain  Shortland  had  given  any 
orders  to  fire,  he  thinks  he  must  have  heard  them  ; 
that  between  the  first  discharge  and  the  second 
the  prisoners  had  retreated  from  the  market 
square  towards  the  prison,  but  had  made  a  siaad 
when  the  second  firing  commenced  ;  that  he  did 
not  see  the  prisoners  armed  with  any  offensive 
weapons,  nor  did  he  9ee  them  throw  any  stones 
at  the  military  ;  that  the  same  evening,  after  the 
prisoners  were  locked  up,  he  went  into  the  prison 
yard,  and  saw  several  places  in  the  wall  where 
the  stones  had  been  taken  out,  but  there  was  only 
one  hole  entirely  through  the  wall. 

RICHARD  ARNOLD. 


iijjl  in  tlie  fr'jnt  of  the  prisons,  and  they  were  at- 
it^^ting  to  30 re e  tiie  gates,  which  were  locked 
aX  jsecured;by  an   iron   chain,  and   were  very 


uus ;  thac  this  ir.formanl   went  away  to  call 

lard,  iiMd    met   Captain    Shortland    at  the 

/*"■   g*'e;i^that   the  guard  was  outside  by  the 

(ned  Wit*!  him,  and  by  this  time  the  prisoners 

! creed  t^e  gate,  and  many  hundreds  had  as- 
led  in  iihe  market  square;  that  Captain 
S«.Jjjiland  t^sired  the  soldiers  to  draw  up,  be 
sitfaciy,  and  ;keep  their  ground,  and  the  soldiers 


r\Muus 
ifj^u 

giSi^d  house^drawn  out,  and  Captain  Shortland 
c|5cd  to  iht*a  to  follow  him,  and  this  informant 
led  Wit*!  him,  and  by  this  time  the  prisoner: 
jrced  t^e  gate,  and   many  hundreds  had  as 


w  Caiiiain  Shortland  go  up  in  front  of  the 
heard    lum  desire  the  prisoners  to 


''/ij^ed  just -across  the  square;  that  this  inform- 
al} H  .-         ~' 
n,l,iary,  anil   1 

gr  fn,  or  ofiierwise  he  should  be  obliged  to  use 
mi^ps  whir  I  he  should  be  very  sorry  for;  that 
l^^ .;  prisoners  were  very  riotous,  calling  out 
"I'^no,  kec'Bo,"  several  times,  and  advanced  in- 

■  iswafl  of  retiting,  when  some  of  lt»e  soldiers  came 

*lr;_.4^charge,Jand  this  inlormant  made  the  best  of 

'hk|  Vay  to  j-et  in  their  rear,  and  juil  after  he  got 

itothe  rear  he    heard  a  single  musket,  and  soon 

agtir   he  he  ird   several  muskets  discharged,  but 

tr«-.nr>u.>,kei-fwere  at  first  elevated  so  high  that  he 

^({i^  nut  thi|.k  a  single  shut  touched  either  of  the 

^^oners,  atfd  then  he  observed  that  many  of  the 


•I 


Sworn  before  me. 

Joseph  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

Stephen  Hall,  one  of  the  turnkeys  at  the  prison 
of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  oath,saith:  That  on 
the  6ih  day  of  April  instant,  about  a  quarter  be- 
fore seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  went  into 
the  market  square,  and  went  to  tiie  lower  gate, 
when  he  saw  some  of  the  prisoners  come  over  in 
a  body  from  the  wall  which  separates  the  barrack 
yard  from  the  prison,  and  they  came  to  the  gate 
next  to  the  hospital,  and  forced  the  gate  open, 
and  went  up  towards  the  market  square;  that 
this  informant  was  close  by  Captain  Shortland  in 
the  square,  and  heard  the  captain  desire  them  to 
go  back,  but  they  said  they  would  not;  that  there 
were  some  soldiers  at  this  time  formed  in  the 
market  square,  and  when  the  prisoners  refused  to 
retire  they  came  to  a  charge,  and  then  this  in- 
formant went  to  the  rear,  when  he  heard  a  single 
musket  fire;  and  at  this  time  he  had  not  heard 
any  person  give  orders  lo  fire,  nor  did  he  hear 
any  such  orders  given  afterwards ;  that  after  the 
musket  was  fired  he  went  towards  the  lodge,  and 
heard  several  muskets  fired,  and  shortly  after  he 
heard  the  captain  call  for  the  turnkeys  to  bring 
up  the  wounded,  when  this  inlormant  went  down 
and  assisted  in  taking  up  two  wounded  men,  one 
of  them  in  the  market  square  and  the  other  in 
the  prison,  and  he  also  picked  up  one  man  dead 
in  the  market  square,  but  he  does  not  know  the 
man  ;  that  when  this  informant  saw  the  prison- 
ers coming  across  the  yard  towards  the  gale,  they 
were  behaving  in  u  very  riotous  manner,  and  this 
inlormant  observed  that  they  had  some  iron  bars, 
and  he  thinks  that  three  of  the  rpen  had  an  iron 
bar  each  ;  that  he  did  not  see  either  of  the  men 
attempt  to  strike  with  them,  and  he  did  not  see 
either  of  the  prisoners  throw  anything  towards 
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the  military  ;  that  this  informant  heard  the  alarm 
bell  ring  just  before  he  saw  the  prisoners  come 
across  the  prison  and  force  the  gate;  that  after 
they  had  forced  the  gate  thi^  informant  persuaded 
the  prisoners  to  go  back,  but  they  refused  to  do 
so;  that  they  made  no  complaints  whatever  in 
this  informant's  hearing;  that  on  the  7ih  day  of 
April  instant,  he  was  at  the  lower  g&te,  when  he 
heard  some  persons  who  were  walking  between 
the  railing,  and  they  were  talking  about  a  black 
man  that  was  killed  ;  and  this  informant  heard 
the  prisoners  say,  if  the  black  man  had  not  been 
killed  he  would  have  killed  Captain  Shortland, 
and  that  he  had  a  knife  in  his  pocket  prepared  to 
stab  him  ;  that  there  was  no  person  present  with 
this  informant  at  the  time  he  heard  this  conver- 
sation, and  he  does  not  know  the  prisoners  who 
were  talking  together. 

STEPHEN  HALL. 
Sworn  before  me. 

Joseph  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

Richard  Cephiis,  an  American  prisoner  of  war, 
OD  his  oath,  saiih:  That  he  hath  th>s  day  seen 
the  bodies  of  several  men  lying  dead  at  the  dead- 
house  in  the  hospital  at  Dartmoor,  and  amongst 
them  he  saw  the  body  of  John  Haywood,  a  black 
man;  that  John  Haywood  was  in  prison  No.  4 
with  this  informant,  and  on  Thursday  last,  about 
half  past  five  in  the  evening,  he  went  to  the  privy 
adjoining  to  prison  No.  4,  and  had  not  been  there 
above  a  few  minutes  when  he  heard  a  firing  of 
musketry  as  from  the  market  square  and  the 
ramparts  around  the  prison  ;  that  at  first  there 
was  a  single  musket  which  he  heard  the  report 
of,  and  immediately  after  several  volleys  were 
fired;  that  about  six  o'clock  he  came  out  of  the 
privy  and  then  saw  John  Haywood  going  down 
to  go  out  of  the  prison,  and  asked  him  where  he 
was  going  ;  he  said  he  was  going  out  to  see  what 
the  firing  was  about,  and  parted  from  this  in- 
formant ;  that  this  inlormant  went  back  to  the 
privy,  and  about  ten  minutes  after  he  heard  that 
Haywood  was  dead,  but  did  not  see  him  till  this 
day  ;  that  this  informant  was  not  out  in  the  prison 
yard  from  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  6th 
day  of  April  instant  until  the  following  day  about 
half  past  eight  in  the  morning:. 

RICHARD  CEPHUS,  his  X  mark. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joseph  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

George  Magrath.f,[iTgeoa  at  the  hospital  at  the 
prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  oath,sailh: 
That,  on  the  6th  day  of  April  instant,  about  ten 
minutes  before  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
whilst  sitting  in  his  own  house,  he  heard  the 
alarm  bell  ring  on  the  outside  of  the  prison,  and 
immediately  ran  out.  and,  on  arriving  at  that 
part  of  the  military  way  which  fronts  the  market 
square,  he  saw  a  line  of  soldiers  drawn  up  on  the 
outside  of  the  square  fronting  the  outer  gale; 
that,  on  looking  i.ito  the  square,  he  observed  a 
considerable  body  of  the  prisoners  advancing  up 
the  square,  and,  having  understood  that  the  pris- 
oners were  breaking  out,  this  informant,  with  as 
much  haste  as  he  could,  advanced  towards  them  ; 


as  soon  as  this  informant  got  amongst  them,  he 
began  to  exhort  thera  to  return  quietly  into  the 
prison,  and  told  them  that  he  feared  any  attempt 
of  that  kind  (meaning  an  atten:ipt  to  escape) 
would  be  attended  with  serious  consequences; 
that  many  of  the  prisoners  told  this  informant 
that  they  were  kept  an  unnecessary  length  of 
time  in  prison  after  they  considered  themselves 
as  free,  or  some  words  to  that  effect ;  that  this 
informant  observed  lo  them  that  their  detention 
appeared  to  be  entirely  the  fault  of  their  own 
agent,  Mr.  Beasley  ;  and  several  of  those  whom 
this  informant  had  addressed,  appearing  to  be  sen- 
sible of  the  iruih  of  what  this  informant  had  ad- 
vanced, went  back  and  retired  towards  the  gate 
leading  into  the  prison  from  the  market  square; 
that  this  informant  continued  lo  address  himself 
to  others,  and,  whilst  expostulating  with  them, 
this  informant  saw  the  soldiers  march  down  the 
.square  and  form  in  a  line  fronting  the  prisoners, 
about  the  middle  of  the  square,  and,  during  this 
time,  greater  numliers  of  the  prisoners  were  pres- 
sing up  through  the  gate;  and  whilst  this  in- 
formant was  .still  using  language  to  those  whom 
he  addressed,  calculated  to  induce  them  to  return 
into  prison,  he  heard  a  voice  (but  whose  it  was 
this  informant  did  not  know)  ordering  the  soldiers 
to  charge;  that,  at  this  time.  Captain  Shortland 
was  near  to  this  informant,  antj  he  appeared  to 
be  employing  the  same  means  as  he  (this  in- 
formant) was  to  induce  the  prisoners  to  return  to 
the  prison;  that,  on  hearing  the  word  '"charge" 
given,  he  looked  round,  (for  his  back  was  then  to 
the  soldiers,  and  his  face  towards  the  prison.)  and 
fjund  himself  on  the  point  of  the  soldiers'  t)ayo- 
nets,  who  were  close  to  him;  that  he  (this  in- 
formant) was  driven  a  considerable  way,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  with  the  prisoners,  when  he 
found  it  necessary  to  make  some  attempt  to  ex- 
tricate himself,  and  succeeded  in  getting  round 
the  left  wing,  which  rested  on  the  wall  which 
separates  the  market  square  from  the  hospital, 
and.  whilst  this  informant  was  endeavoring  to 
get  round,  the  firing  commenced  ;  at  first  he  heard 
two  or  three  muskecs,  but  afterwards  the  dis- 
charges became  more  frequent,  and  almost 
amounted  to  a  volley;  that  as  soon  as  this  in- 
formant had  extricated  himself,  being  apprehen- 
sive that  his  assistance  might  be  required,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  firing,  he  went  to  make  prepara- 
tion for  the  purpose;  that  this  informant  went  to 
his  own  house  and  carried  some  instruments  to 
the  receiving  room  of  the  hospital,  where  he 
awaited  the  arrival  of  some  wounded  men,  but 
he  did  not  see  any  of  those  who  were  killed  on 
the  spot  until  this  morning ;  that  this  informant 
has  this  day  examined  the  body  of  a  black  man, 
staled  lo  be  called  John  Haywood,  and  found 
that  the  ball  had  entered  a  little  posterior  to  the 
acremien  of  the  left  shoulder;  passing  obliquely 
upwards,  it  made  its  egress  about  the  middle  of 
the  right  side  of  the  neck,  and,  in  the  judgment 
of  this  informant,  he  died  of  that  wound,  which 
appeared  lo  have  been  inflicted  by  a  rausket  ball ; 
that  this  informant,  at  the  time  the  order  was 
given  to  charge,  was  in  warm  conversation  with 
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jrisoner4,  and,  therefore,  cannot  take  upon 
ht^lclf  to  s%y  who  gave  the  order,  but  this  la- 
ftVf.iut  heaird  no  person  give  an  order  to  fire  ; 
lt;-*nihere  w^s  a  great  deal  of  confusion  among 
iK-d  ^n«oiier^.  and.  therefore,  he  cannot  speak  to 
<Uu  jreneral  »onduct  of  the  prisoners  ;  but  those 
It^lvfiom  thi^.  infornjant  spoke  appeared  disposed 
li^iiten  to  l^im,  and  many  receded  towards  the 
V^^'  ^'^'^"gp  those  with  whuoi  this  informant 
|l{tl  i  been  ci|nver»iogi    that   the  number  of  the 


I } beei 
(>»»*ncrs  t^ht  were  assembled  in  the  market 
h(|2<'|re  he  caymoi  say,  or  even  foim  an  estimate. 
bi|  there  vuL  a  considerable  crowd  together,  and, 
lifirjjg  the  fime  this  mformaui  was  in  coQversa- 
t^v'with  ll»V  men,  llicy  were  pressing  forward 
jc;ii;body  ;  i^iai.  as  the  whole  of  this  informant's 
a^yBtioii  wcfcj  engrossed  with  a  few  to  whom  this 
lii^rmant  aidressed  himself,  he  cannot  take  upon 
;i»Ai|elf  to  g^ve  any  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of 
€(*Tr^ion  ;  bJt  this  informant  is  of  opinion  that 
\\K  vrisoner,  ought  not  to  have  been  in  that  sit- 
pn  at  sa  late  an  hour  in  the  evening  ;  that 


fll^rr  was  a  great  clamor  of  voice,  and  a  general 
u^r  aur  am^ng  the  prisoners,  but  rhis  infurmaut 
Ci|^  lot  observe  them  proceed  to  any  acts  of  vio- 
{<^  ^li  before}he  came  away  ;  that,  after  he  came 
u^Ia^r,  and  i^  going  to  his  own  house,  and  from 
tfiii^ce  to  lb''  hospiial,  he  heard  the  discharge  of 
'iKJietry  ;  q^nd  this  informant's  attention  was  not 
ii^i|Cied  to«  it  above  two  or  three  minule>.  but 
«Te}her  it  i-ontiuucd  beyond  that  time  he  can- 
nt|  ^y.  ♦ 
■^  ,  I  GEORGE  MAGRATH. 

"C^orn  berore  ra«?. 

p  I    JosEi^  WniTEFOBD.  Coronev. 

i^'j/in  Odiirne,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
oi-Akiuerica.^n  his  oath.saith  :  That  he  has  been 
ablte  prisori  of  war  at  Dartmoor  ever  since  the 
2»r  day  of 'September  last:  that,  on  Thursday 
1;  f^.  the  6iix  day  of  April  instant,  a  Imle  after 
s{J*'clock  jn  the  evening,  he  was  at  the  store  in 
njjr|iet  square,  standing  by  the  door,  and  the 
v^l^on  wiilNthe  bread  for  the  prisoners  was  partlv 
U|Bi?den,  wijtfu  this  informant  heard  some  person 
tAjng  loui^  at  the  gate  at  the  upper  end.  and 
*n(i  aroun*!  the  waguii  lo  see  who  it  was!  and 
^.CapiaiN  ShortlanU  advancing  into  the  yard, 
ai>l'he  wasjgivuig  his  orders  to  the  turnkeys  at 
tijj  lodge  It*  a  loud  voice  ;  and  Richard  Arnold 
s^jl^e  lo  hit*,  and  told  hira  something  about  the 
^Ij,  when  Captain  Shortland  said,  "Damn  you, 
v^t^did  no*  you  tell  me  about  it  before  ?  ring  the 
Uii';  call  tire  guards  out :"  that  the  guard  imme- 
t^ly  follo<ved  Captain  Shortland  into  the  yard, 
aa  he  ort^ered  them  lo  form  across  the  yard! 
iiyt  two-5^irds  of  the  way  down  ;  that  there 
j't:  not  s.ildiers  enough   to  stretch  across  the 


Id,  and 


s.iiuiers 
ttey  for 


med    with   their  right  on    the 


-.  yL^hern  wa*l.lfaTingsomedisiance  between  their 
ly|ibnd  the  northern  wall:  thatCaptam  Shortland 
u^|ii  somt-  h|ir->h  expressions  to  the  guard. and  bade 
^M  '""^"^  ^°  '''^  northern  wall,  for  that  was  the 
^mtie  wherr  the  prisoners  were  coming  ;  and  just 
a,^apiam  Hliortland  gave  the  order.s,  this  Inform- 
ix paw  theiprisoners  force  the  gate  No.  1,  which 


adjoins  the  hospital  wall;  and  before  this  time 
this  informant  had  not  seen  a  single   prisoner  in 
the  market  square,  except  those   who  were  em- 
ployed with  him  :  that  there  could  not  have  beea 
a  body  of  men  in  the  square  without  the  inform- 
ant's seeing  them,  as  at  this  time  he  was  on  the 
steps,  at  the  store,  which  is  about  ten  feet  high, 
and  commands  a  complete  view  of  the  square; 
that,  after  the  prisoners  bad  advanced  lo  the  dis- 
tance  of  between    twenty-five   and    thirly   feet. 
Captain  Shortland  then  ordered  the  men  to  charge 
upon    them,  and  the  soldiers  charged  upon    the 
prisoners,  when  they  retreated  into  the  yard,  leav- 
ing one  man  behind,  who  appeared  to  this  inform- 
I  ant  to  have  fallen  down,  and  a  soldier  was  stand- 
ing over  him  with  a  bayonet,  threatening  to  slab 
him  if  he  did  not  get  up;  and  the  man  on  the 
ground  appeared  to  be  drunk,  but  this  informant, 
could  not  hear  what  he  said  ;  that,  after  the  pris- 
oners had  retreated  within  the  prison,  this  inform- 
ant saw  an  officer  put  his  hand  to  the  gale  which 
opened  against  the  hospital  wall,  as  this  inform- 
ant thought  to  shut  the  gate  ;  but  instead  of  shut- 
ting It  he  retreated  to  the  soldiers,  at  a  little  dis- 
tance  from    the  gate,  when   he  heard  an   order 
given    to  fire   by  Captain    Shortland.  as   the   in- 
formant supfwstd.  for  he  was  looking  directly  at 
him  ;  that  the  order  was  not  instantly  complied 
with  as  soon  as  a  musket  might  have  been  fire  J  ;  but 
in  a  few  seconds  a  musket  was  fired  by  a  person  at 
the  right  of  Captain  Shortland,  a  lew  paces  in 
advance  of  the  others,  and  immediately  after  two 
mu>keis  were  fired  to  the  left  of  Captain  Short- 
land,  by  the  hospital  wall,  after  that  there  was  a 
general   discharge;   and    immediately   after   the 
general  discharge  a  parly  of  soldiers  marched  to 
No.  1  yard,  through  the  gale,  and  fired  a  volley, 
and   then   wheeled  about  and   returned  into  the 
square;  and  after  the  soldiers  had  returned  into  the 
square, and  formed  into  a  line,  the  officer  ordered 
them    to  fire,  and   immediately  the   whole   line 
across  the  square  fired  into  the  yard  ;  alter  which 
the  line  broke  up  and   advanced   into   the   yard, 
and  this  informant  could  not  see  any  further,  but 
he  heard  the  report  of  guns  in  the  yard  ;  that, 
soon  after,  this  informant  saw  a  prisoner  corning 
out  ol"  the  yard,  bringing  a  prisoner  on  his  back, 
and  a  corporal   or  sergeant  spoke   to  the   man, 
abused  him,  called  him  a  coward,  and  said,  "  this 
comes  of  your  keeno  :"  that  this  informant  spoke 
to  the  sergeant  or  corporal,  and   abused  him  for 
having  spoken  so  to  the  wounded  man  ;  but  by 
the  advice  of  Mr.  John  Arnold  he  went  into  the 
store,  and  remained  there  all  night:  that,  about 
forty  minutes,  or  forty-five,  before    he  saw  Cap- 
tain Shortland,  he  was  in  No.  7  prison  yard,  and 
he  did  not  perceive  there  was  anything  the  mai- 
ler ;  there  was  a  great  crowd  round  the  gambling 
tables,  as  u-ual,  but  he  was  not   near  the   place 
where  this  informant  has  seen  the  holes  mended 
in  itie  wall :  that  he  saw  a  small  hole  in  the  wall 
the  day  before,  about  six  or  seven  inches  in  depth, 
and,  on  inquiring  what  it   was   done  for,  some 
person  said  it  was  done  to  make  quoits  with  : 
that  this  informant  never  heard   that  the    hole 
was   made  for  boys  lo  go  out  and  fetch  their 
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balls.  And  this  informant  further  sailh  that  he 
did  not  see  Dr.  Magrath  in  the  square  addressing 
the  prisoners,  nor  did  he  see  him  either  go  in 
or  out. 

JOHN  ODIORNE. 
Sworn  before  me. 

Jos.  Whiteford.  Coroner. 

Addison  Holmes,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales 
of  America,  on  his  oath,  sailh  :  Thai  on  Thurs- 
day, the  Gth  day  of  this  present  month  of  April, 
between  the  hours  of  five  and  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  he  was  at  the  lower  part  of  the  yard  of 
the  prison  No.  3.  and,  understanding  that  a  hole 
had  been  broken  through  the  wall  in  the  prison 
No.  7,  by  the  boys,  to  get  at  their  balKs,  he  was 
coing  to  see  it ;  and  hearing  the  alarm-bell  rung, 
he  went  into  the  market  square,  having  found 
the  gate  open,  and  there  were  about  a  dozen 
prisoners  in  the  square,  and  a  great  many  more 
followed  after  him  ;  he  was  going  up  to  see  what 
the  alarm-bell  was  rung  for,  when  he  saw  the 
troops  entering  the  outer  gate  of  the  square,  and 
Capuin  Shortland  was  with  them:  that,  as  the 
troops  came  through  the  gate,  they  were  paraded 
across  the  square;  and  ihis  informant  saw  Dr. 
Magrath  at  the  left  of  the  troops,  talking  to  about 
a  dozen  of  the  prisoners,  advising  them  to  go 
down  to  the  prison  quietly  ;  and  some  of  them 
turned  and  went  towards  the  gate,  but  others 
were  talking  with  him  still:  that  at  this  time 
there  was  a  considerable  body  of  prisoners  in  the 
rear  :  that  Captain  Shortland  was  in  front  of  the 
troops,  and  about  the  middle  of  them,  speaking 
to  one  man,  who  wanted  to  say  something  to 
him;  but  it  appeared  that  the  captain  would 
have  DO  conversation  with  him,  and  pushed  him 
from  him  twice,  when  the  man  turned  about  and 
was  going  down  slowly  :  that  the  captain  then 
turned  round  and  ordered  the  troops  to  charge 
iheir  bayonets,  twice;  but  they  did  not  do  so 
until  they  were  ordered  by  one  of  their  own  offi- 
cers, and  then  the  troops  charged  their  bayonets 
and  the  prisoners  were  forced  on  before  them, 
and  Dr.  Magrath,  being  in  front,  stepped  in  be- 
tween two  bayonets,  and  got  to  the  rear:  that 
this  informant  stepped  aside,  and  got  between 
two  sentry  boxes,  and  the  troops  passed  him; 
and  by  this  time  the  prisoners  were  forced  to  the 
gale,  had  got  inside  the  prison,  and  shut  the  gate 
after  them;  but  Captain  Shortland,  who  was  in 
front  of  the  troops,  shoved  the  gate  open,  and 
this  informant,  thinking  it  was  a  good  opportu- 
nity for  him  to  get  in,  pushed  on  between  two 
men,  and  then  saw  that  Captain  Shortland  had 
hold  of  a  musket,  and  immediately  that  musket 
was  discharged  ;  but  whether  Captain  Shortland 
pulled  the  trigger  or  not,  this  informant  does  not 
know  ;  and  immediately  after,  there  was  firing  at 
the  left  :  that  Captain  Shortland  had  ordered  the 
troops  to  fire  before  he  took  hold  of  the  musket, 
but  he  -was  not  obeyed,  and  then  took  hold  of  the 
musket,  and  he  believes  the  soldier  had  hold  of 
it  at  the  same  time:  that  just  after  the  firing  at 
the  left,  as  he  (this  informant)  was  passing  be- 
tween two  men,  one  of  whom  had  discharged  his 


musket,  this  luao  was  hauling  his  musket  back 
to  stab  this  informant,  and  before  he  drew  it  past 
this  informant,  he  (this  informant)  unshipped  the 
bayonet  and  threw  it  on  the  ground,  and  then 
pushed  off  the  bayonet  on  the  left  with  his  arm, 
and  got  in  round  the  gate,  when  the  soldiers  im- 
mediately fired  another  round,  and  he  saw  a  man 
fall  :  that  this  informant  stopped  a  few  minutes, 
and  the  soldiers  fired  several  rounds,  and  this 
informant  went  round  the  prison  No.  1,  to  the 
prison  No.  3,  and  the  soldiers  were  firing  from 
the  walls  up  the  prison  :  that  this  informant  got 
into  the  prison  No.  3,  when  two  rounds  were 
fired  into  the  prison  door,  which  killed  one  man 
and  wounded  another;  but  who  it  was  that  was 
killed  he  does  not  know:  that  directly  after  this 
the  prison  doors  were  shut,  and  he  heard  no  more 
of  It :  that  he  cannot  say  what  was  doing  in  the 
yard  of  prison  No.  7,  as  he  was  not  there  ;  but  the 
prisoners  in  the  yard  of  prison  No.  3  were  walk- 
ing the  yard  quietly,  it  being  just  before  the  time 
of  turning  in  when  he  heard  the  alarm-bell. 

ADDISON  HOLMES. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Jo3.  Whiteford.  Coroner. 

John  Arnold,  steward  of  the  prisoners  in  health 
at  the  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  oath, 
saith:  That  on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  April 
instant,  about  seven   o'clock  in   the  evening,  he 
was  at  the  door  of  the   contractor's  store  in  the 
market  square,  receiving  bread  from  a  wagon  into 
the  store,  and  John  Odiorne,   an  American  pris- 
oner, was  with  him,  when  suddenly  he   heard  a 
great  noise  ai  the  bntom  of  the  square,  and  some 
persons  were  saying  that  the  prisoners  were  pull- 
ing down  the  barrack  wall,  and  the  soldiers  were 
running  through  the  military  way,  as  this  ia- 
formant  supposed,  to  get  their  arras;  and  almost 
immediately   after  the  alarm  bell  was  rung,  and 
the  drums  beat  lo  arms,  and  the  horns  sounded  ; 
that,  soon  after,  this  informant  saw  a  great  body 
of  prisoners  between  the  railing  and  the  market 
square,  and  some  prisoners  were  in   the  market 
square;    that  just  about   this  time,  he  (this  in- 
formant) saw  Dr.  Magrath  and  .Mr.  McFarlane, 
the  surgeons,  go   down   the  market  square,  and, 
just  after.  Captain   Shortland  also  came  into  the 
market  square,  and  the  soldiers  marched  in  with 
their  officers;   thai   this  informant   ordered  the 
wagon  away,   not   thinking  it  safe  to  let   it  re- 
main, as  the  prisoners  were  at  this  time  very  ri- 
otous;  and  just  as  this  informant  had  ordered  the 
w.tgon  away,  the   prisoners  burst  open   the  gate 
next  the  hospital  and  rushed  in  the  market  .square, 
in  a  very   large  body,  auJ  at  this  time  the  outer 
gates  were  all  open  to  permit  the  wagon  to  pass; 
and  this  informant  believed,  at  the  time,  that  the 
prisoners,  taking  advantage  of  the  circumstance, 
were  endeavoring  to  effect  their  escape  ;  that  the 
soldiers  were  formed  across  the  square,  and  the 
prisoners  had  advanced  in  a  body,  in  a  riotous 
manner,  calling  out  '"keeno."  clo.se  lo  the  soldiers, 
within  musket  length,  or  thereabout,   when  the 
soldiers  immediately  charged  upon  the  prisoners, 
but  this  iaformaal  did  not  hear  anv  order   to 
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giTejn.  and  this  informant  thinks  that, 
the  nojse  made  by  the  prisoner?,  ii  was  im- 
sjble  to  bjear  any  word  of  command  ;  that  the 
Hers  dro\!€  the  prisoners  at  the  point  of  their 
b'.vonets  wi|hin  the  gates  of  the  prison,  where- 
ajHifJ  the  prisoners  turned  their  faces  towards  the 
«<iil|ers,  siill  continuing  assembled  toorether  in  a 


la1|ge  body,  jand  began  to  throw  stones  at  the  sol- 
dly^f,  and.  f«om  the  appearance  of  ihe  size  ofthe 
»{»3cs,  he  (t»i/s  informant)  has  no  doubt  but  that 


xi^it  of  theii)  were  five  or  six  pounds  in  weight  ; 
llklt'the  prisjjners  threw  a  great  number  of  stone?, 
a>*l-continii$'d  doing  so  for  about  two  minutes, 
^^dp  this  ir  formant  saw  one  of  the  muskets  from 
♦oidiers  discharged  towards  the  prison  yard, 
Viilun  af  minute  afterwards  he  saw  the  whole 
'P'lt'f  ^^^  'i^""  ™u-*kets.  and  it  appeared  to  this 
irW^^mant  tPat  the  muskets  were  elevated  above 
tlj<f  ikrisoneri^;  that  there  was  a  large  body  of  the 
p^l^ners  as-ferabled  in  the  three  yards  in  front  of 
iw  ijate,  arid  stones  were  throwing  in  all  di- 
Ujons  towjirds  the  military,  when  this  inform- 
jaw  the;  soldiers  Ore  their  mu^kets  towards 
prisoners,  and,  about  this  time,  he  saw  Dr. 
Jglrath  anv  Mr.  McFarlane  run  up  the  market 
re,  an  '  * 
w|^<)ded 
'  it  (^!iieps  of  j  the  store  all  the  lime  before  alltTded 
to  /i{]d  coul(^  distinctly  see  what  was  passing,  ex- 
c*  jjfwhen  dae  soldiers  were  involved  in  the 
sc  ^|)e  ;  thatJOdiorne  and  six  or  seven  American 
pi|^c5ners  weje  standing  on  the  steps  of  the  store, 
J  ihey  ail^aw  the  prisoners  throwing  stonesat 
"Td  this  informant  remarked  to 
le  prisoners  continued  to  assault 
),  some  of  them  would  be  shot;  that 
informant  never  heard  Captain  Shortland 
g'^Je  any  directions  to  the  soldiers  to  fire,  and  he 


•auy    i»ii.  iTAv i' ai lauc  luu  up  iiie  marKei 

ad  |oon  after  he  saw  a  man  brought  up 

;  t^iat   this   informant  was  standinfy  on 


ar>  J  :hey  alli,aw  i 
thK  lolbiers  #  an( 
it&n,  that,  if  the 
ih|iJoldiers  «o,  soi 


llW 


i  so  near  no  Odiorne  that  if  orders  bad  been 
g*7ep  whicli  he  might  have  heard,  he  (this  in- 
lc-|i^ant;  mjjit  have  heard  also,  as  he  has  as 
qilcjc  an  eaaas  most  people;  and  this  informant 
"i:l|er  jaitli  that  the  firing  was  very  irregular, 
aiL  |i  did  i|ot  seem  like  firing  in  obedience  to 
01  ^s;  and ►  this  informant  further  saith.  that  jt 
a;  |e<ired  to  tsim  the  soldiers  were  in  danger  from 
,th  Ijfeones  thjown  at  them  by  the  prisoners, 
I     ^  .,  JOHiN  ARNOLD. 

^Worn  befcre  me, 
1  I  ,  Jos.  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

JP»7imm  ^iford,  a  private  soldier  in  His  Ma- 
//s  first  .'egiment  of  Somerset  militia,  on  his 
,sauh:frhat  ou  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of 
j)resent  month  of  April,  about  half-past  six 
Jock  in  the  evening,  he  (this  informant)  was 
*>«d  as  seittinel  in  the  marketplace,  at  the  gate 
'  ining  iljte  hospital  wall;  that  about  half  an 
•  after  fiis  informant  had  been  posted,  he 
(1  the  prisoners  huzzaing  in  the  yard  of 
pijfon  ISo.  V.  and  soon  after  the  west  guard,  to 
wV^qh  this  Informant  belonged,  was  called  for ; 
ll<.>. 'this  intormant  then  saw  a  prisoner  come 
fri»|«  No.  7  jrard,  with  an  iron  bar  in  his  hand, 
ji  great  fnumber  of  prisoners  were  following 
Hand  ihe^prisooer  who  had  ihe  bar  broke  the 


lock  ofthe  gale,  where  this  informant  was  senti- 
nel, with  it,  and  the  prisoners  rushed  out  as  fast 
as  they  could  come,  crying  out  '"keeno  ;"  where- 
upon  the  alarm-bell   was   rung,  and  part  of  the 
north  guard  came  into   the  market  square,   and 
Captain  Shortland  was  with  them  ;  that  the  sol- 
diers formed  on  the  left  side,  where  the  crowd  of 
prisoners  was  forcing  up.  there  not  being  enough 
to  form  across  the  yard  ;  that  Captain  Shortland 
spoke  to  the  prisoners  and  ordered   them  back, 
but  they  did  not  go,  and  at  this  time  they  were 
so  close  to  the  military  that  they  could  be  touched 
by  Ihe  bayonet;  that  Captain  Shortland  ordered 
the  soldiers  to  charge,  which  they  did.  and  forced 
the  prisoners  almost  to  the  prison  gate,  but  they 
would  not  go  into  the  prison  yard,  and  stood  fast 
at    the    gate;  that  the  prisoners    then    began    to 
throw  stones  at   the  soldiers,  and  this  informant 
saw  several  of  the  men's  caps  knocked   off  with 
the  stones;  that  the  prisoners  were  very  riotous, 
huzzaing  and  throwing  a  great  number  of  stones 
or  bricks  at  the  .soldiers,  when   this   informant 
heard  the  word  "fire"  given  by  some  person,  but 
whom   he  does  not  know  ;  tiiat   this    informant 
immediately  heard  a  discharge  of  mu>ketry,  and 
saw  that  the  muskets  were  presented  in  the  air  ; 
that  the  prisoners  still  continued   huzzaing  and 
throwing  stones  at  the  military,  when  the  soTdiers 
began  to  fire  towards   the  prisoners,  and  this  in- 
formant afterwards  saw  two  men,  like  prisoners, 
lying  in  ihe  market  place  apparently   dead,  one 
on  the  right  side  of  the  guard,  and  the  other  on 
ihe  left;  that  the  soldiers  then  went  into  the  dif- 
ferent prison  yards  to  turn    the  prisoners  in,  and 
this  inlormanl   heard  some  firing  in   the  yards; 
that  Major  Jolliff  had  the  command  of  the  first 
Somerset   regiment  of  militia,   but   he  was   not 
present  when  the   first   firing  commenced;   and 
this    informant    lurther   saith,    that    the    stones 
thrown  at  the  soldiers  were  large  enough  to  have 
killed  some  of  them,  and  the  stones  were  thrown 
so  thick   that   it  appeared    to    this  informant  the 
soldiers  were  m  greal  danger ;  that  this  informant 
did  not  discharge  his  musket  at  all ;  that  this  in- 
formant was  near  to  Captain  Shortland  when  the 
prisoners  were  forced  to  the  prison  gate,  and  he 
never  saw  Captain    Shortland  with  a  musket  in 
his  hand,  or  attempt  to  lake  a  musket ;  if  he  had, 
he  (this  informant)  thinks  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  not  to  have  seen  it  ;  that  he  never  heard 
Captain  Shortland  give  any  orders  to  fire,   and 
this  informant  was  so  near  to  him  that  he  thinks 
he  must    have   heard   him    if  he  had  given  any 
such  orders;  that  whilst  the  prisoners  were  huz- 
zaing, many  continued  calling  out  "  murder  the 
rascal,"  by  which  this  informant  understood  they 
meant  Captain  Shortland — and  this   was  before 
any  firing  took  place  ;  and  this  informant  further 
saith,  that  he  did  not  hear  or  see  a  musket  dis- 
charged on  the  evening  of  the  6th  day  of  April  x 
instaut    before   the    prisoners    began    to    throw 
stones. 

WM.  GIFFORD,  his  X  mark. 
Sworn  befors  me, 

Joe.  Whitepord,  Coroner. 
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James  Groves,  a  private  soldier  io  the  first  re- 
giment of  Somerset  militia,  on  his  oath,  saith  : 
That  he  was  placed   as  sentinel  in   the   barrack 
yard  at  Dartmoor  prison,  on  the  6th  day  of  April 
instant,  and   was  relieved  by  Thomas  Edwards 
at  half-nast  six  o'clock  in  the  evening;  that  about 
five  o'clock   in   the  evening  a  ball  was  thrown 
over  the  wall  close  by  the  old  cook  room,  which 
is  now  the  armorer's  shop,  and  the  armorer  was 
there  at   the  door  at  the  time,  and  he  caught  up 
the  ball  and  threw  it  over  the  wall  into  the  prison 
again  ;    that    this    informant  saw  no  other    ball 
whilst  he  was  on  sentry,  and  no  person  whatever 
called  to   this  informant  to  throw  over  any  ball  ; 
that  just  at  the  time  the  armorer  was  about  to 
throw  the  ball  over,  some  person  from  the  prison 
called   out  "  throw  the  ball  over,"  but  after   the 
ball  was  thrown  over,  this  informant  heard  no 
further  call;  that  whilst  this  informant  remained 
on  sentry,  he  did  not  hear  any  attack  upon  the 
wall,  and  saw  no  breach  whatever  therein. 

JAMES  GROVES,  his  X  mark. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

David  Spencer  IVarren,  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  on   his  oath,  saith:   That 
on  Thursday  last,  the  6th  day  of  April  instant,  in 
Ihe  evening,  about  half  an  hour  before  the  usual 
time  of  turning  in    the  prisoners,   he  heard  the 
alarm-bell,  and  went  up  to  the  gate  ofthe  yard  of 
the  prison   No.  1.  and  when  he  arrived  there  he 
saw  a  number  of  prisoners   in  the  market  square, 
and  a  number  of  soldiers  were  in  the  square,  and 
Captain  Shortland  was  at  the  head  of  one  parly 
of  them,  and   he  was  forming  a  line  across  the 
yard,  which  after  he  had  done,  he  told    them    to 
charge  ;   that  the  soldiers  did  charge  on  the  pris- 
oners, who  ran   back   into  the  prison  yard,  and 
Captain  Shortland  and  the  soldiers  followed  thera 
to  the  gate,  and  as  the  prisoners  got  inside  the 
gate  they    flung    one  of  them   to;  that   Captain 
Shortland  ordered  one  of  the  soldiers  to  fire,  and 
immediately  there  was  a  soldier  with  his  musket 
turned  to  the  right,  and  Captain  Shortland  caught 
hold  of  the  musket  and  pointed  it  towards  a  man 
that  stood  by  the  gate,  and  said  ''  God  damn  you 
fire;"  that  directly  after  this  a  fire  of  musketry 
became  general  ;that  this  informant  went  through 
No.  1  prison  and  into  No.  3,  and  was  in  prison 
No.  3  when  the  soldiers  fired  into  the  prison  No. 
3 ;  and  there  was  a  man  called  Smith,  a  shipmate 
of  this  informant,  wounded,  and   he  also  saw  a 
man  fall  on  the  inside  of  the  prison,  but  whether 
he  was  killed  or  wounded  this  informant  cannot 
s^  ;   thai  this   informant  did  not  see  any  of  the 
officers  with   the  soldiers    when   Captain   Short- 
land  gave  the  order  to  fire;  that  after  the  firing 
began   he  saw  some  sttyies,  he  believes  two  or 
three,  thrown  by  the  prisoners  over  the  wall  into 
the  square— he  saw  one  of  them  about  as  big  as 
his  fist ;  that  this  informant  did  not  observe  whe- 
ther the  muskets  were  elevated  at  the  first  firing, 
but  he  did  not  see  any  man  fall,  and  therefore  he 
remarked  to  some  of  the  prisoners  that  he  tkoughl 
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they  were  blank  cartridges;  that  this  informant 
was  not  in  the  yard  of  No.  7. 

DAVID  S.  WARREN. 
Sworn  before  me. 

Jos.  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

James  Greenlaw,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
i  of  America,  on   his  oath,  saith  :  That  on  Thurs- 
j  day,  the  6th  day  of  April  instant,  he  was  in  No. 
j  3  yard,  near   the  door  of  the  prison,  when    he 
I  heard   the   alarm  bell   ring;  that  he  went  from 
j  thence  towards  the  railing,  at  the  entrance  into 
I  the  market  square,  and  saw  some  prisoners  in  the 
I  market  square,  and  at  the  same  time  he  saw  the 
I  troops   coming  through    the    market  gate,  with 
j  Captain  Shortland  at  their  head,  and  saw  him 
j  form  the  men   in  one  line  extending  across  the 
square,   and    he    then   ordered   them  to  charge; 
whereupon  the  prisoners  retreated  into  the  prison 
yard,  when  this  informant  heard  Captain  Short- 
land  give  orders  for  the  soldiers  to  fire  upon  the 
prisoners  ;  and  thereupon  tiiis  informant  ran  into 
No.  4  yard  for  shelter,  and   as  this  informant 
turned  to  go  back  again   he  saw  two  black  men, 
whom  he  did  not  know,  fall;  that  as  soon  as  this 
informant   thought  the  firing  had  ceased,  he  ran 
up  towards  the  grating  to  speak  to  Captain  Short- 
land,  and  asked   if  he  would  allow  him  to  speak 
to  him,  when  Captain  Shortland  said  "No,  you 
damned  rascal  !"  whereupon   two  soldier  officers 
put  their  swords  through  the  iron  railing  towards 
this  informant,  and  one  soldier  pricked  him  with 
his  bayonet ;  that  this   informant  then  retreated 
into  No.  3  yard,  and  he  then  heard  two  distinct 
volleys,  and  the  soldiers  shortly  afterwards  came 
into  No.  3  yard,  when   he   retreated  into  No.  3 
prison,  and  sat  down  inside  to  assist  in  dressing  a 
wounded  man,  and  a  moment  after  this  he  heard 
two  distinct  volleys  fired   into  the  prison,  which 
killed  one  man  and   severely  wounded  another; 
that  this  informant  did  not  see  any  stones  thrown 
from  the  prison   into   the  square  until  the  firinw 
had  commenced,  anJ    then   he  saw  two  stones 
thrown  over   the  wall  from  No.  4  prison  ;  that 
this  informant  was  not  in  No.  7  prison  yard. 

JAMES  GREENLAW. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

Thomas  Burgess  Mott,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America,  on  his  oath,  saith  :  That  on 
the  6ih  day  of  April  instant,  this  informant  was 
in  prison  No.  5,  when  some  persons  came  to  him, 
as  being  one  of  the  committee  for  the  prisoners, 
and,  in  consequence  of  the  information  they  gave, 
he  procured  some  as.sistance,  and   was  going  out 
of  the  door  of  the  prison  to  go   towards  a  wall 
w^hich  he  understood  some  men  and  boys  were 
breaking,  to  prevent  it;  and  just  as  he  came  to 
the  door  of  the  prison  he  heard  a  fire  of  muske- 
try, as  from   the  gateway  of  the  market  square, 
and   met  a  crowd  of  prisoners  retiring  to  their 
prisons,   apparently    m   great    confusion ;    when 
most  of  the  people  had  passed,  he  met  a  man  be- 
tween No.  5  and  No.  6  prisons,  who  was  wounded 
and  bleeding  very  much,  and  the  man  leaned  on 
this  luforinant.  and  he  was  proceeding  towards 


Mu 


^ 


I 


APPENDIX. 


1540 


i 


^ 


Mds9acre  at  Dartmoor  Priton. 


the^yewaiy  t|  take  him  to  the  surgeon,  but  the 
fcrevP.  muskeriy  and  balls  came  so  thick  that  he 
stejif^d  forwald  a  step  or  two  to  request  perrais- 
s:io|:if  lake  tl^  wounded  raaa  away,  but  he  be- 
lieljs-he  wastiot  beard;  that  he  then  turned  to 
the?i|ack  of  IN^p.  5  cook  house,  out  of  the  way  of 
theJMrt',  wheri}  several  others  were  standing,  and 
thefcUad  not  i;pened  a  fire  from  the  ramparts  of 
theg)|ver  wai|  which  commanded  the  lower  door 
0^  m4  5  prisei ;  but  as  this  informant  and  the 
ath»5,  turned  "rora  the  place  to  go  into  the  prison, 
at  fifi  ;of  musletry  was  discharged  towards  the 
onlpdoor  whih  was  open  of  No.  5   prison,  and 


th 
Da 


&hc|>1jr   after  (this    informant   saw    two    men  in    §"'  °^"  '"^  "■*^"  railing,  near  the  south  guard  ; 
•^-*j);ison    dcfad,   but   he    does   not   know   their    '"^^— — "  '^- ^■^— '" ^ «= 

|ijhimse]r  or  where  they  were  killed,  and  he 

mo  several  others  wounded. 

1 ,  ;  THOS.  B.  MOTT. 

ram  befo^  me. 
Jos.  WiHiTEFORD,  Cofoner. 

iUoc/i  Buni/iam,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 


speak  about  throwing  stones  ;  that  he  did  not 
hear  the  word  to  fire  given,  and  he  was  near  the 
gratings  ;  when  the  military  first  began  to  fire 
they  were  at  bome  distance  from  the  gratings 

ENOCH  BURNHAM. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Whitepobd,  Coroner. 

Robert  Holmden.  first  clerk  to  Captain  Sbort- 
laod  at  the  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  bis 
oath,  saiih:  That  on  Thursday,  the  6ih  day  of 
April  instant,  Richard  Arnold,  the  turnkey,  re- 
ported to  this  informant  that  the  prisoners  had 
got  over  the  iron  railing,  near  the  south  guard  ; 
whereupon  he  (ihis  informant)  went  to  an  officer 
on  the  ramparts,  and  from  him  understood  that  a 
guard  was  going  in  to  turn  them  out.  and,  on  re- 
turning to  the  entrance  gate,  he  met  the  guard 
going  down  ;  that  there  was  also  a  rumor  that  a 
hole  had  been  broken  in  the  hospital  wall ;  where- 
upon he  went  and  reported  it  to  Captain  Short- 
land,  who  came  out  of  the  house,  and  went  with 
this  informant  to  the  entrance  gate,  when  they 


on  ^,  oath.  iv»ith:  That  on   Thursday,  the  6th  1        ,  .^         ,  ----„---,-.- , 

da>jj*f'  April  .'nstant,  about  half-past  six  o'clock  """^^^'"0*^  'he  tiole  was  in  the  barrack  wail,  and 
lu  Re;  evenitvg,  he  went  to  the  railin<T  of  the  Captain  Shortland,  with  Sergeant  Manning  and 
majjet  place.^and  remained  there  about^half  an  i  '*°'"^.  ^pldiers,  went   to    the   barrack    yard,   ;ind 


'$. 


jbaKiig  a  noi;>,  but  the  principal  part'^of  them 
weM  jroungst^rs,  full  of  mischief,  and  they  came, 
sonfjyf  themj  between  the  two  railings,  and  he 


found  that  a  hole  large  enough  fur  a  persua  to 


lioil,   when   be   saw   a  crowd   of  the    prisoners  i  ,  l     l     .    l"      " ~  '' •" 

*--■' ^     •  .      .  r    ,  creep    through    had    been    made;    that    Captain 

Shortland  cautioned  some  prisoners  who  were 
looking  through  the  aperture  in  the  wall,  and 
sawft^ven  or  height  go'  int'o 't'he  "marketTquare  i  recommended  them  to  retire,  but  they  remained 
butjicre  wa.':  no  great  body  there;  that  at  this  i*?^'^  '  ''"^  *  ^,''"!^  ^^f'  '^"  *'  ^^"^  ^^^ach,  and 
tim»  f^e  saw  srme  soldiers  come  down  the  square  Captain  bhoriland  and  this  informant  returned 
an.,^'aptain  3hortland  with  them,  and  the  sol-  to  ihe  entrance  gate,  and  had  not  been  there  long 
dietfcharged;upon  the  prisoners,  who  retreated  'T'^^"  "  ^^'  reported  to  Captain  Shortland  thai 
loKJxXo.  1  pcivon  yard,  without  makin^r  any  '"^  prisoners  had  forced  one  of  the  lower  iron 
res(5j»nce;  tKnt  this  informant  remained  at  the  »|*'^^  '  whereupon  Captain  Shortland  ordered  the 
gat^  >irhen  tl*e  military  began  to  fire,  and  at  I  ^'*^,'Vu  .•  ^ '^"°^'  ^"'^  **  **^°°  *"^'^  ^"*^*^* 
ihiilifne  theri  was  no  crowd  of  prisoners  with-  !  *^""'"  "'^  collected,  he  went  with  them  into  the 
ia  «e>gale— r,iere  might  have  been  forty  or  fifty  ,'  "^^'^^^  square  ;  and  at  this  time  he  (this  infurm- 
rae^;)that  w^en  the  firing  commenced  he  re-  I  *°')  ^^*'  *  6^***'  number  of  prisoners  coming  up 
iregeiJ  into  the  prison  yard,  and  lay  down  by  the  '  '^^  °^'^^^  "^"^^  ^^  ^^^  y^^^   '"  ^  riotous  and  dis- 


wt*i^  there  -was  a  bole,  and  the  soldiers  then 
bealo'  to  fire-  from  the  ramparts  of  the  south 
walE.  vrhcD  h-  went  lo  No.  7  prison,  and  got  as 


iryijth  , ^ „ -o-..,  ^„,..- 

raeM:|d  front  the  wall,  and  this  informant  lay 
iloi^,  lo  savef  his  life,  for  about  four  or  five  min- 
ut(4.  and  thet.'got  info  the  prison,  and  was  goio" 
ihrHi^h  to  gp  to  his  own  prison,  and  had  got  to 


f»rW*jt'*^  stei»6,  when  a  heavy  firing  again  com- 
rae&fd   *" — ^  •'•-   ■•-"    --  '   -■-      ■  -^ 
iloy*i,  to 
at(4.  and 
ihrHirh 

the^iiltPps.  wh'j)  the  firing  commenced  from  the 
plaj|c*m  next  to  the  south  corner;  whereujKjn 
hepareaicd  lato  No.  7  again,  and  went  into  the 
notjjiiieod  ar>d  saw  one  prisoner  in  the  yard  who 
apgjtiyed  to  U-  wounded,  and  he  ran  back  against 
ll.ei«\^ll.  and^he  saw  several  soldiers  raise  their 
n't%|ifis  and  >re  at  him.  and  he  fell  immediately. 
bu4jl|is  infor^iant  does  not  know  who  the  man 
waM  <hat  thi'  informant  saw  the  wounded  man 
UfA^ii  his  hatds  towards  the  soldiers  before  they 
^"»'i'''*^  th^  informant  did  not  see  any  stones 
thrH«|n,  but  .le   heard  some   of  the   youngsters 


place  there. 

ROBERT  HOLMDEN. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  WuiTEFOBD,  Coromr. 

Homer  /lull,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  on  his  oath,  saith  :  Thai  he  is  m  the 
prison  No.  3;  that  on  the  6th  day  of  April  in- 
stant, he  (this  informant)  was  walking  in  the 
lower  pirt  of  the  prison  yard  N  ).  7,  a"bout  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when,  in  consequence  of 
a  report  he  heard  in  the  prison,  he  observed  some 
drunken  men  breaking  down  the  wall  which  sep- 
arates the  barrack  yard  from  No.  7  yard  ;  and 
one  of  the  soldie/s  called  from  the  wall  :it  the 
corner  of  the  barrack  yard,  and  .said.  'Go  in. 
men  ;  they  are  going  to  charge  upon  you."  That 
this  informant  went  away  towards  the  prison  No. 
3,  and  had  to  go  out  of  No.  7  yard,  near  the  mar- 
ket square,  when  he  saw  some  drunken  men, 
about  half  a  do:£en  in  number,  at  the  gate  leading 
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into  the  market  square,  attempting  to  force  it;  |  time  this  informant  got  to  the  rear  of  the  guard 
one  of  them  bad  a  small  iron  bolt  in  his  hand, }  a  single  musket  was  fired,  and  immediately  after 
and  they  succeeded  in  getting  the  gate  open  ;  that  ,  several  others  ;  that  this  informant  heard  no  or- 
the  man  who  forced   the   gate  went  a  few  yards  .  der  given  to  fire  ;  that  Captain  Shortland  was  at 


into  the  square  before  any  followed  bim.  and 
then  some  others  went  in  ;  that  just  at  the  time 
the  gate  was  forced  open,  he  saw  some  soldiers 
come  into  the  market  square  at  the  upper  gate, 
and  Captain  Shortland  was  with  them;  and  at 
this  time  this  informant  thinks  there  were  about 
sixty  men  in  the  square;  that  the  soldiers  marched 
about  two-thirds  of  the  way  down,  when  Cap- 
tain Shortland  gave  the  soldiers  orders  lo  charge. 


the  south  end  of  the  guard,  and  this  informant 
thinks  if  he  had  given  orders  to  fire  he  must  have 
heard  it;  that  at  the  lime  the  first  musket  was 
fired,  nearly  one-third  of  the  market  square  was 
filled  with  the  prisoners,  making  a  great  noise  in 
a  very  riotous  and  disorderly  manner,  and  stones 
were  throwing  by  the  prisoners  from  all  quar- 
ters, and  one  large  stone  fell  about  a  yard  from 
this  informant  ;  that  immediately  after  the  firing 


and  the  soldiers  accordingly  charged,  when  the    commenced,  and   this  informant  had  got  to  the 
prisoners  retreated  into  the    prisons,  and  one  of  '  .       .  .    s         . 


them  shut  lo  the  gates;  and  the  soldiers  marched 
down  a  little  further,  when  Captain  Shortland  '. 
ordered  them  to  fire  ;  that  this  informant  went  to 
his  own  prison,  and  iried  to  gel  id,  but  the  crowd  , 
was  so  great  that  he  could  not  succeed  ;  that  be 
tried  at  other  prisons,  but  could  not  get  in.  and 
there  succeeded;*  that  the  alarm  bell  had  not 
been  rung  when  the  soldier  first  ordered  ihem  lo 
go  into  their  pri.sons  ;  that  this  informant  heard 
the  alarm-bell  ring  ju>t  after  the  man  ordered 
thcoa  to  go  into  their  prisons  ;  that  he  did  not  see 
any  stones  tiirown  before  the  musketry  began  to 
be  discharged,  but  afterwards  he  saw  a  stone 
thrown  from  the  prison  yard  towards  the  square. 

HOMER  HULL. 
Sworn  before  me,  I 

Jos.  Whiteford,  Coroner.  ' 

Robert  McFarlane.  assistant  surgeon   at    the  ; 
prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on    his  oath,  saith:  ' 
That  on   Thursday,  the  6ih   day  of  this  present  i 
month  of  April,  about   seven  o'clock  in  the  eve- 
ning, or  rather  afterwards,  he  was  at    the  outer 
gate  of  the  prison,  when  he  heard  the  alarm-bell 
ring,  and  immediately   went   to   the  lodge,   and 
seeing  the  guard  drawn  up  in  line  m  front  of  the 
guard  house.be  observed  Captain  Shortland  walk- 1  of  April,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he 


rear,  lie  went  away  lo  the  hospital ;  that  from 
the  number  and  size  of  the  stones  which  were 
thrown,  if  he  (this  informant)  had  been  obliged 
to  remain  on  the  spot  where  the  soldiers  were, 
be  should  have  apprehended  great  danger  lo  his 
person. 

ROB.  McFARLANE. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jo9.  Whiteford,  Coroner. 

John  Tozer,  one  of  the  turnkeys  at  the  prison, 
on  bis  oath,  saiih  :  That  on  Thursday,  the  6lh 
day  of  April  instant,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  turnkeys  were  called  into  the  mar- 
ket square,  and  he  found  that  it  was  to  take  up 
some  dead  and  wounded  prisoners  ;  that  he  went 
to  the  lower  market  gate,  and  just  io.^ide  the 
gate  he  took  up  a  black  man  dead,  and  assisted 
in  carrying  him  to  the  bathing  place  in  the  hos- 
pital ;  ihat  the  man  appeared  to  be  about  thirty; 
but  this  informant  should  not  know  him  again. 

JOHN  TOZER. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos,  Whitefobd,  Coroner. 

Joseph  Manning,  sergeant  in  ihe  first  Somer- 
set regiment  of  miiiiia,  on  his  oalb,  saith  :  That 
OQ  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  this  present  month 


ing  by  himself  from  the  birrack  yard  towards 
the  guard  ;  that  this  informant  turned  round  and 
looked  down  the  market  yard,  and  saw  a  multi- 
tude of  prisoners  proceeding  up  the  square;  where- 
upon he  went  down  with  Dr.  Magrath,  whocame 
just  at  ihis  moment,  and  began  to  reason  with  a 
number  ol  prisoners  there  on  the  unnecessary 
steps  they  were  taking  ;  that  some  of  them  seemed 
to  pay  aileolion  lo  what  this  informant  said,  and 
turned  aside  towards  the  prison,  but  others  said 
they  were  not  prisoners  of  war.  and  that  they 
were  determined  to  be  out— one  of  whom  had  a 
slick  behind  his  back,  m  his  hand  ;  that  this  in- 
formant saw  Captain  Shortland  reasoning  with 
a  number  uf  them  to  go  back  into  ihe  prisons, 
but  they  used  very  abusive  language  towards 
him,  and  this  wa.s  in  front  of  the  guard  ;  that 
this  informant  had  taken  two  by  the  shoulders, 
and  was  insisting  upon  their  goin?  back;  and, 
on  looking  back,  the  guard  had  charged,  and  this 
informant  with  great  difficulty  got  himself  ex- 
tricated froru  between  the  bayonets ;  that  by  the 

*  So  in  the  original.        ' 


was  in  the  military  way  when  he  saw  Captain 
i  Shorllaod,  and  reported  lo  him   that  the  prison- 
[  ers  had   made  a  hole  in   the  wail  leading  to  the 
[  barracks,  and  he  went   with  this  informant,  an 
!  officer,  and   some  other   persons,  to  see  it;  that 
I  this  informant   kept   before  Captain  Shortland, 
and  went  away  to  the  breach  first,  and  saw  the 
prisoners  pulling   ihe  wall,  and  he  desired  them 
I  to  desist,  but  they  gave  him  abusive  language, 
[  and  he  then  took  a  musket  and  threatened  to  fire 
at  them   if  they  would   noi  leave  ofl",  and  they 
I  then  drew  back  a  little  ;  that  Lieutenant  Avelya 
then  interfered,  and   put  his  bead  in  the  breach, 
telling  them   if  they  did    not   desist   the   conse- 
quences  would   be   serious;  Captain   Shortland 
then  inquired  for  Major  JollilT,  and,  by  Capiaia 
Shortland's    directions,  this   informant   went    to 
call  Major  Jolliff,  and  met  him  between  the  south 
guard   and   the  barrack*,  when   he  ordered   the 
troops  to  be  formed,  and  put  himself  at  the  head 
^of  the  grenadiers,  and  before  Major  JolliflT  bad 
gone  ten  yards  from  the  south  guard  gate  the  firing 
commenced  ;  that  ibis  informant,  by  Major  Jol- 
iifiPs  orders,  remained  behind,  to  assist  la  form- 
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= > 

in^   «(*  reeim'nt;  that   it    was   impossible   for 
Majcl^olliS  to  give  orders  to  fire,  as  he  was  not 
near  ir^  spot  wjiere  the  firing  first  began. 
.'{i  ;  JOS.  MANNING, 

I  t  ^rgeant  1st  Somerset  regiment. 

3»,4*>  before)  me, 
j  iy^B.  VVatxEFOBD,  Coroncr. 

H-:         : 


: ; 


Exafn-:,kkLon  at  hhe  Guildhall  of  Plymouth,  on  Fri. 
'  I  :•  T      day,  '*hc  21st  of  April,  1815. 

Pj:e^f«*t,  John  Hawker.  Esq.,  one  of  ihe  magis- 
trate|s5ii/5the  county  of  Devon. 

Jdhi'i ^iist,  ODf  of  the  committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can *plNners  ac  Dartmoor,  being  sworn,  says: 
The]rl})«»rt  mad^  of  the  occurrence  of  the  6th  in- 
stan^t,t3ned  by  me.  was  from  the  evidence  of 
othej  ffjsons.  About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening 
I  caiii[iffom  the. place  where  I  was  taking  supper 
and  l)(>^^aded  l\:e  prisoners  to  leave  the  breach; 
they^cip  JO  awa^/  towards  the  scjuare  previous  to 
the  (;o*««iencent>ent  of  the  firing.  At  the  time  I 
weni  j^  ihe  bre^b  the  horn  had  not  sounded  ;  it 
sounilgj-but  a  l?w  minutes  before  the  firing.  I 
hearflj^  alarm'bell  ring  before  the  firing  took 
placQ  y  |<e  firintf  continued  at  intervals  about  fif- 
teen jj^uutes.  After  the  firing  commenced,  I 
wen;  ||(jnd  the  southeast  part  of  prison  x\o.  7 
and  .s|^iv  in  at  tl:e  southeast  door.  I  .saw  nothina 
of  theqr|ng  in  t>ie  market  square.  "^ 

JohiS  T  Troirbridge.  one  of  the  committee, 
rn,  sajs :  I  made  no  part  of  the  report 
'>own  knowledge,  but  I  was  one  of  them 
4  in  tabjng  depositions.  I  was  walking 
about  .4rf  southejist  part  of  No.  7.  near  the  breach 
in  the-JvKli.  whjcb.  when  I  saw  it,  was  about 
largQ chough  forjmy  body  to  pass  through;  about 
ihirtv  ^|sons  wj-re  round  it ;  did  not  know  what 

It  wi|sj^ide  forj  understood  it  was  to  get  a  ball.  I  arms  from  the  soldiers  : 
coU^'^'   th°    1    V°°  ^'V^'  seeing  the  soldiers    tempt  to  seize  the  arms 


bein^ 

from 

empto 


colleoj^p  the  pUtforras.     I  >aw  nothing  of  what 
was  pjjsjng  in  tfie  square.     I  understood  that  the 
soldtej^  flesired  'he  prisoners  to  go  in  before  the 
firiufj   ^ok  place  ;  the  prisoners  were  not  riotous 
I  hear.i?the  alarrji-bell  ring  and  the  drum  beat  to 
arms  ^Jpre  the  firing;  I  heard  no  tumult  in  the 
marke    ^viiJare   tjefore   it    began;   I   should  have 
hearri  I^Ciad  ihe^e  been  any.  from  the  place  I  was 
in.     IjVJ.not   bejieve  there  were  many  prisoners 
in  th«,^^are;   i]  was  the  alarm-bell  which  col- 
lected iiit  prisoners,  at  least  it  made  them  go  out 
of  pristJif  Nos.  ."  and  7.     The  firing  lasted,  in  a 
s'ragSt?!   manner,  from  fifteen   to  twenty  min- 
utes; \Ure  were  three  or  four  volleys  from  the 
marl^ens^iuare.     I  heard  no  order  to  fire  after  the 
firiig  fjoin  the  square;  there  was  firing  from  the 
platforrji-  on  the  wall,  from  which  it^continued 
while  i^tf  prisoners  were  endeavoring  to  get  into 
their  p^4sj.ns ;  thtre  was  firing  at  No.  5  while  ihev 
were  ei,tf»ring.  ' 

J<tr\i}Boggs,  one  of  the  committee,  beinir 
sworn.j<ays:  I  n^ade  no  part  of  the  report  from 
ray  o«:4  iknowie^ge.  I  went  into  the  northeast 
door  uifio.  3  hrfore  the  firing.  I  understood 
inat  tt^rr  was  ahan  killed  in  that  prison,  but  I 
aid  not^uie  u  frbm  my  own  knowled^'e. 


.4mo5  U7i€c/er,  sergeant  of  the  north  guard   be- 
ing sworn,  says:  I  was  with  the  guard  on' the 
evening  of  the   6th;  another  sergeant  was  with 
nie;  assembled  the  guard  by  order,  I  believe,  of 
Captain  Shortland's  clerk  ;  had  orders  to  march 
to  the  west  guard  house.     On  arriving,  was  or- 
dered by  the  clerk  to  order  arms  ;  remained  about 
ten   minutes,  and   was  then  ordered  by  Captain 
Shorlland   to  march  to  the  market  square;  the 
officer  of  the  guard  was  not   then  with   it;  our 
force    was   thirty-eight,  besides   two   corporals; 
about  five  or  six  of  another  guard  went  into  the 
square  about   the   same   time;    the   west  guard 
was  employed  at   the   breach  ;    there  were   not 
many  prisoners  in  the  market  square  when  our 
guard  entered.     The  alarm-bell  had  rung  before 
we  marched.     When   we  entered,  the  prisoners 
were  endeavoring  to  burst  the  gates  below  ;  can- 
not say  whether  the  alarm-bell  preceded  the  burst- 
ing of  the   gates;  when    they  had    succeeded  io 
bursting:  «bem.   there   was  a  great  rush    towards 
the  soldiers;  their  number  kept  increasing,  until 
the  space  between  the  iron  railings  was  quite  full. 
They  threw  stones  at   the  soldiers    before  there 
was  any  firing;  they  were  not  armed  with  any- 
thing that  I  saw;  they  appeared   in   the  .vjuare 
nearly  at  the  same  time  as  my  guard  ;  they  made 
the  greatest  push  towards  our  left  flank,  where 
the  guard  was  weakest ;  I  was  on  the  left   flank  • 
the   prisoners  were  desired   to  go  back,  but  they 
did  not ;  they  pressed  on,  and  made  a  greater  re- 
sistance against   us.     Then    Captain    Shorlland 
ordered  the  soldiers  to  bring  their  muskets  down 
to  the  charge,  but,  not  advancing  upon  the  pris- 
oners. It  appeared  to  have  no  eflect  upon  them. 
I  believe  Captain  Shortland  was  in  front  of  the' 
guard  at   this  time,  desiring   the  prisoners  to  go 
back.     I  saw  none  of  the  prisoners  wresting   the 
arms  from  the  soldiers  ;  I  saw  none  of  them  at- 

The  guard  pressed  to 


the  left,  to   keep  from    being   turned,  by  which  I 
was   thrown    in    the   rear.     Many  more  .soldiers 
came  from  different  parts  before  the  firing  com- 
menced ;  I  heard  no  order  to  fire,  nor  do  1  know 
how  it  began;  did  not   hear  any  of  the  prison- 
ers  challenging  the  soldiers  to  fire;  at  this  time 
there  might  be  about  two  hundred  prisoners  in 
the  square;    they    were    much   more    numerous 
than  the  guard.     I  did   not  see  the  officer  of  the 
guard    at   this  time.     The  firing  was    in   an    in- 
dependent  manner,  three  or  four  muskets  being 
discharged    at   a    time.     After    the   firing   com- 
nrienced,   the  prisoners  began   to  retire    towards 
their  prisons.     I  did  not  hear  any  cheering  amon<r 
them,  or  tee   them  rally  afier  the  fire;  think  I 
must  have  heard  it.  had  there  been  any  cheering. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  prisoners  could  have  been 
made  to  retire  without  firing  ;  the  soldiers  might 
by  killing  them  with  the  bayonet,  have  dispersed 
ihem.     1  did  not  go  into  the  prison  yard.     I  did 
not  hear  of  any  firing  of  my  guard  after  the  pris- 
oners had  retreated. 

John  Saunders,  private  in  the  first  regiment  of 
boraerset  militia,  one  of  the  north  guard,  being 
sworn,  says  :  I  was  with  the  first  party  of  soldiers 
ihai  marched  into  the  market  square;  at  that 
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time  the  gate  was  broken  open  ;  the  prisoners 
were  coming  through  in  a  crowd  as  fast  as  they 
possibly  could  ;  the  alarm-bell   rung   at  the  time 
we  reached  the  west  guard   house  ;  the  ofl5cer  of 
the  guard   was  with  us,  I  believe;  I   believe  it 
was  he  who  ordered  us    into  the  square.     The 
west  g:uard   was   marched    in    nearly  about  the 
same  time;  fifteen  file  were  told  off*^  on  the  left, 
whom  Captain  Shortland.  after  some  time  of  dis 
course  with   the  prisoners  to  make  them   retire, 
ordered   to  charge  ;  with  some  difficulty  we  got 
the    prisoners  back  to  the  gates  ;  some  of  them 
were  retiring  through  the  gates.     I  do  not  know 
that  any  injury  was  done  to  them  until  after  they 
were   inside  the  gates;  had.  till   this,  heard  no 
firing.     The  square  was  nearly  clear  of  prisoners 
beforethefiring;  theydid  noireturnintothesquare. 
but  threw  some  stones  through  the  rails.     I  heard 
the  word  '•  fire"  given,  but  do  not  know  by  whom. 
There   were  no  prisoners  in  the   market  square 
when    the  first   shots  were  fired.     The  prisoners 
had  the  command  of  the  gates,  so  as  to  open  them 
when   they  thought  proper.     I  fired  my  musket. 
The  prisoners  closed  the  gates  after  them,  which 
we  opened,  and  we  received  orders  from  the  com- 
manding officer  to  charge  the  men  to  their  pris- 
ons.    No  muskets  were  fired  in  compelling  them 
to  their  prisons.     Just  before  the  firing,  the  pris- 
oners were  throwing  stones,  and  insulting  the  sol- 
diers, calling  out  to  them  to  fire.     Saw  no  prison- 
ers attempting  to  wrest  the  arms  from  the  soldiers. 
Several  shots  were  fired  into  prison  No.  3;  they 
were    fired    into    the  doorway  ;  they  were    fired 
by  two  or  three  soldiers.     I  heard  no  order  given 
for  this  fire,  and  had  heard  none  to  cease  firing  ; 
there  was  much  disturbance  among  the  prisoners 
going   in.  and  a  stone   was   thrown  out.  which  I 
saw  myself.     The  turnkey  was  then  near  the  sol- 
diers, close  to  the  door,  and  was  endeavoring  to 
shut  it ;  the  prisoners  were  willing  to  go  in,  and 
the  turnkey  could  not  close  it ;  they  stood  at  the 
door,  challenging  the  soldiers,  and  offering  to  fight 
them  if  they  would  lay  down  their  pieces;  this 
was  before  the  firing  into  the  door ;  it  was  locked 
up  immediately  alter   the  fire;  do  not  think  I 
could  say  rightly  who  the  soldiers  were  that  fired 
into  the  prison, 

Hilliam  Smith,  private  of  ihe  first  Somerset 
militia,  being  sworn,  says:  I  was  on  the  north 
guard  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  April.  I 
marched  into  the  market  square  with  the  guard. 
As  we  were  going  into  the  square,  the  prisoners 
were  coming  through  the  gales  in  a  violent  man- 
ner;  the  alarm-bell  rang  before  we  entered  the 
square,  while  we  were  at  the  west  guard  house. 
I  was  one  of  the  fifteen  file  ordered  to  charge; 
the  prisoners  fell  back  when  we  came  down  to 
the  charge,  but,  after  a  little  while,  advanced 
again.  The  prisoners  fell  back  to  the  gales,  and 
had  partly  gone  through  before  the  firing  began  ; 
1  heard  no  order  to  fire ;  do  not  know  the  soldier 
who  fired  the  first  musket;  was  not  near  him; 
the  prisoners  had  not  come  back  upon  our  lefi 
when  the  firing  began,  and  after  the  charge,  but 
they  were  throwing  stones,  (one  of  which  fell 
about  a  yard  from   me.)  and  were  abusing  the 


soldiers,  daring  them  to  come  on.  The  firing 
was  in  an  independent  manner,  one  after  another 
till  nearly  all  the  guard  had  fired,  and  then  they 
loaded  again  ;  no  order  was  given  to  fire;  do  not 
know  of  any  soldier  having  fired  into  any  of  the 
prisons;  do  not  know  how  long  the  firing  lasted. 
After  the  prisoners  had  returned  into  their  yards' 
we  went  into  them,  to  see  if  there  were  any  strag- 
glers about.  When  I  went  into  the  yard,  did  not 
hear  any  firing  from  sentinels  on  the  walls. 

John  T\itt.  private,  being  sworn,  says:  I  was 
on  the  north  guard  the  night  of  the  disturbance; 
the  alarm-bell  rang  when  I  was  at  the  west  guard 
house,  before  I  entered  the  market  square;  about 
forty  or  fifty  prisoners  had  burst  into  the  square, 
through   the   gate  next   the   hospital,   when   we 
marched  in,     I  was  one  of  the  fifteen  file  ordered 
to  charge;  cannot  say  exactly  who  ordered  us  to 
charge,   but   think    it   was  Captain    Shortland's 
voice.     The   prisoners  were  so  close  to  me  that 
I  had  not  room  to  come  down  to  the  charge,  and 
drove  them   back  to  get  room.     We  advanced 
upon   them   at  the  charge.     While  charging,  a 
stone,  of  seven  or  eight  pounds  weight,  knocked 
off  my  cap,  I   stooped  to   pick  it  up;   was  not 
knocked  down,  but  somewhat  stunned,  and  the 
plate   of  my  cap  was   bruised;  the  firing  began 
directly;  the  prisoners  resisted  greatly  while  we 
were  charginp;;   they  resisted  up  to  the  time  we 
fired.     I    think    there   were   about   one  hundred 
prisoners  in  the  square  when  the  firing  began; 
after   they   were   driven    back,   there  was  much 
firing  into  the   prisons;   saw  one  soldier  firing 
into  prison  No.  1 ;  the  prisoners  were  throwing 
out  .stones  at  the  time;  they  were  all   nearly  in 
when  the  firing  into  No.  1  took  place,  but  some 
were  still  pushing  in  at  the  doorway  ;  the  turn- 
key was  endeavoring  to  get  near  the  door,  but 
was  not  in  front,   in   consequence  of  the  stones 
thrown  out ;  I  heard  no  order  for  the  firing  in  the 
square;  it  commenced  while   I  was   picking  up 
my  cap;  saw  no   more  than  one  shot  fired ''into 
No.  1. 

William  Routes,  private,  one  of  the  north  guard, 
being  sworn,  says:  I  was  one  of  the  fifteen  file 
told  off  in  order  to  charge.     Captain  Shortland 
gave  the  order  to  charge.     I  could  come  down  to 
the  charge,  and  did  so;  and  those   near  me  ad- 
vanced at   the  charge   upon   the  prisoners,  who 
would  not  retire  at  first,  even  when  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  touched  their  clothes.     We  advanced 
on  them  about  eight  or  ten  yards  down  towards 
the  gate.     A  great  many  of  them  retired  through 
the  gate  before  there  was  any  firing;  they  aggra- 
vated the  soldiers  by  insulting  and  abusive  lan- 
guage, and  dared  them  to  fire.     I  heard  an  order 
to  fire,  but  do  not  know  from  whom.     When  the 
firing  began,  the  prisoners  were   rushing   again 
through  the  gate,  into  the  square,  and  throwing 
stones  over  the  platform.     I  suppose  there  were 
twenty  times  more  prisoners  in  the  market  square 
than  soldiers   before  the   firing.     I   entered    the 
prison  yard,  saw  a  soldier  level  his  musket  into 
prison  No,  3,  who  was  then  about  five  or  six  yards 
from  the  door;  many  prisoners  stood  at  the  door 
in  a  resolute  manner,  and  would  not  let  the  turn- 
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key  {|ut  it;  th^  doorway  was  as  full  it  could  as 
holdjijthey  ihr(«w  out  great  stones,  as  big  as  my 
headi '  I  heard  |»o  order  to  the  soldier  to  fire  into 
No  sl  saw  no  jofBcer  there  at  this  tinae.  I  was 
teiti^  the  prisoners  to  go  into  the  prison,  when 
one  isi*  them  efideavored  to  wrest  the  bayonet 
from|Liy  mubl^-'t.  but  I  drew  it  back  in  time  to 
save  a.  ^  this  wjis  before  the  firing  into  the  door- 
way.jj  f  believd  that  there  was  no  more  than  one 
shot  tfrfd  into  K'o.  3;  after  it  was  fired,  the  pris- 
oner;^]wjent  bac;,and  allowed  the  turnkey  to  shut 
the  (flo;.  j 

yof|!^/am/«/}private,  one  of  the  north  guard. 
beiDf^jpworn.  sal^s  :  I  was  the  right  hand  man  of 
fifteen  5Ie  told^ff  to  charge  j  I  heard  the  order 
giveij^<*chargef  by  Captain  Shortland;  I  imme- 
diiteji  jame  d^wn  to  the  charge,  having  room 
enoutji ;  we  adjanced  a  short  distance  ;  we  could 
not  alj  -•  jQce  faij  owing  tu  the  prisoners  being  so 
neurit  i^ey  didjnot  retire  very  fast;  cannot  ex- 
actly'' a/j  how  lijany  prisoners  there  were  in  the 
squaf»i  when  'tfe  began  to  charge,  but  suppose 
thert*  j^ight  b(4a  hundred;  we  used  all  possible 
m'^arf,  tp  raakefthem  retire,  but  some  were  so  ob- 
siinai    ^iiat  thet  advanced  even  to  the  points  of 


the  li 


ypnets;  others,  however,   retreated;  they 


elcvalY^i  in  th(j 
ceoti^  '  I  did  4' 
fire;  j^i^  firingi 


were;  "ry  abutive,  and  throwing  stones;  many 
dareti  a.s  to  firej*  I  was  struck  with  a  stone  in  ad- 
Tanc^  g:  on  my'right  knee,  which  nearly  knocked 
me  i||\fn,  and  \  very  narrowly  escaped  another 
blow  ^  my  het^d.  1  received  the  blow  after  the 
firicgl^cmmenctd;  our  charge  with  the  bayonet 
m»de^c'^ine  few'of  them  retire  through  the  gates  ; 
ih«  gj,*c^er  part'  indeed,  retired  through  the  gates, 
and  rt  itained  op  the  other  side  throwing  stones. 
Bcfoi  »iie  firintj,  and  after  the  charge,  some  re- 
lurnd  vjack  through  the  gates,  and  advanced  ; 
so';tie'  Jijvancedj  even  after  the  first  fire;  they 
shouj<  land  chaered  while  advancing,  which  was 
inteij  e^l  toanii|ate  others  to  persevere  like  ihem- 
selvt*' ;inumbef5  of  the  first  muskets  fired  were 
elcval'.^rj  in  th(<  air,  some  were  elevated  tu  the 
4ot  see  any  one  fall  on  the  first 
was  nut  in  volleys.  I  followed 
into  »4t- prison  iards;  did  not  see  any  firing  into 
the  j^s-ons  ;  afSer  the  firing  had  been  kept  up  for 
somt- |;unsidera^le  time,  the  prisoners  retreated. 
I  l»e»j|l   an  ordur  to  fire  given   before  any  firing 

)w   by  whom.     1  do 
Id  have   been  driven 

-,---o) great  slaughter  had 

been  ^i&de  of  jhern  by  the  bayonet.  I  cannot 
pCfSitj  tly  asscrj  whether  there  was  any  firing  on 
our  r.'glit  besid#s  that  by  ourselves. 

Jot^^  Williaits,  sergeant,  being  sworn,  says  :  I 
wa."i**  the  south  guard  the  night  of  the  disturb- 
ancijjour  guaiJ  entered  the  market  square  after 
Ihe  lUrjh  guaW,  and  formed  to  its  right;  our 
num'^'r  was  ab(,iut  forty  ;  it  consisted  of  fifty-one, 
tm  hi^i-severalisentries  out.  The  firing  had  not 
co-T^t^l'liced  wjien  ue  formed  upon  the  north 
guari*.  ;it  bega4  about  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter 
of  a^^•f^ur  aftei^  we  had  formed  ;  we  were  formed 
ju:t  Ji^^ut  thejtime  the  north  guard  charged; 
ie  foim«yJ,  there  were  about  one  hundred 
•-  in  ih« square.     1  think  they  were  more 


Wiies  Aye 
pr.sc  Ijs 


numerous  than  the  soldiers ;  the  line  of  tfoldi^rs 
almost  occupied  the  breadth  of  the  square,  but 
there  were  not  enough  to  form  it  completely 
across;  there  was  an  opening  between  our  guard 
and  the  north  ;  the  prisoners  did  not  fall  back  for 
some  considerable  time  after  the  charge;  they 
were  throwing  stones  through  and  over  the  rails, 
and  abusing  the  soldiers,  when  the  firing  began  ; 
I  heard  no  order  to  fire  ;  our  officers  never  ordered' 
us  to  fire;  our  guard,  seeing  the  state  the  prison- 
ers were  in.  and  the  north  guard  fire,  began  firing 
of  their  own  accord,  but  not  in  volleys,  and  then 
the  reports  made  prevented  us  hearing  what  was 
going  on  ;  the  north  guard  fired  first ;  at  the  first 
fire  the  prisoners  ran  back  through  the  gateway, 
but  afterwards  many  returned  again  to  the  gate, 
but  did  not  advance  through  on  us  ;  heard  cheer- 
ing, and  did  not  know  whether  they  would  not 
come  out  on  us.  I  did  not  go  into  the  prison 
yard,  nor  did  any  of  our  guard  ;  our  officer  kept 
us  in  line  till  the  prisoners  were  all  locked  up. 
1  do  not  suppose  the  prisoners  would  have  gone 
back  without  firing,  because  they  did  not  appear 
to  retire  even  when  the  bayonets  were  quite  close 
to  them.  I  heard  the  firing  for  some  minutes 
after  the  prisoners  had  retired  through  the  gate. 
John  iScyfort  Jolliff\tni)or  commanding,  being 
sworn,  handed  in  a  suiement,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  : 

April  7,  1815. 
Yesterday  evening,  between   the  hours  of  six 
and  seven  o'chxk,  soon  alter  the  officers'  dinner, 


the  mess  waiter  came  into  the  mess 


room,  and 


said  that  the  American  prisoners  had  broken  out 
of  the  prison,  and  were  attempting  their  escape. 
I  immediately  ordered  the  troops  composing  the 
garrison  to  fall  in  at  the  alarm-post.  Whilst  the 
troops  were  forming  I  heard  several  shots  fired, 
upon  which  I  immediately  took  the  grenadiers, 
and  proceeded  to  the  west  guard,  supposing  that 
the  prisoners  were  actually  coming  down  the 
iniliiary  way  (as  it  la  called)  in  great  bodies. 
Upon  my  arrival  at  the  west  guard,  several  of  the 
troops  were  formed  in  the  market  place,  and  had 
fired  some  shots.  I  immediately  called  out  to 
them  to  cease  firing;  and  finding  that  the  prison- 
ers still  refused  to  go  into  their  prisons,  I  took  a 
partyofgrenadiers,  and  went  into  twoof  the  prison 
yards. and  told  the  prisoners  to  go  into  their  pris- 
ons, which  they  very  reluctantly  did.  Several 
stones  were  thrown  at  the  military,  and  two  at 
myself,  one  of  which  came  very  near  me.  The 
military  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  prisoners  in  the 
yard,  in  consequence  of  their  throwing  stones  and 
refusing  to  go  into  the  prison,  but  the  firing  was 
without  ray  orders,  and  I  conceive  took  place 
owing  to  the  military  being  so  exasperated.  As 
soon  as  the  prisoners  were  ail  gone  into  their  dif- 
lerenl  prisons,  and  properly  .secured,  I  returned 
to  tl.e  barracks,  having  ordered  the  guards  to  be 
reinforced,  and  the  troops  to  be  ready  to  fall  in  at 
a  moment's  notice.  It  appears  that  they  had  se- 
lected the  hour  of  the  officers' dinner  to  begin  their 
operations,  supposing  we  should  not  be  ready. 

J.  T.  JOLLIFF, 
Major  Ist  JSonicrget  militia. 
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UndersUnding  that  evidence  has  been  produced 
to  prove  that  a  bugle  sounded  the  signal  to  fire,  I 
beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  was  first  apprized  of 
this  circumstance  after  my  return  from  Dartmoor. 
1  never  gave,  as  commanding  officer,  any  order, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  that  effect,  nor  did  I  hear 
previously  any  report  that  such  a  circumstance 
had  taken  place. 

J.  T.  JOLLIFF, 
Major  1st  Somerset  militia. 

He  further  says:  There  was  no  general  order 
that  when  the  soldiers  on  sentry  heard  one  of  them 
fire,  they  should  consider  it  an  order  to  fire  also  ; 
but  I  suppose  they  might  so  consider  it.  One  man 
fired  into  one  of  the  prisons,  which  arose,  as  I 
believe,  from  exasperation,  on  being  struck  by  a 
stone  thrown  by  of  the  prisoners.  I  did  not  see  any 
one  put  his  musket  into  the  door  to  fire.  Sev- 
eral shots  were  fired  in  the  prison  yards,  but  en- 
tirely without  any  command. 

George  Pitt,  sergeant,  being  sworn,  says  :  I  was 
with  Major  Jolliff  among  the  grenadiers  in  the 
prison  yard,  and  he  used  all  the  means  in  his  pow- 
er to  prevent  the  firing.  I  heard  him  crying  out 
to  the  men  to  cease  firing. 

Henry  Burgoyne.  private,  being  sworn,  says  : 
I  was  on  the  platform  at  the  bottom  of  the  mar- 
ket square.  A  prisoner  came  with  an  iron  bar. 
who,  upon  hearing  a  shout  from  the  prisoners  at 
the  breach,  when  a  piece  fell  out  of  the  wall, 
which  I  heard,  broke  the  gate  open  immediately, 
by  striking  off  the  lock,  and  the  prisoners  rushed 
through  ;  and  when  we  left  the  platform  they 
pressed  very  much  upon  us;  they  were  as  thick 
as  they  could  be;  the  alarm  bell  was  ringing 
about  this  time;  the  yard  where  the  break  was. 
was  as  full  of  prisoners  as  it  could  be.  1  belonged 
to  the  west  guard.  1  did  not  see  any  prisoners 
wresting  the  arms  from  the  guard.  I  could  not 
see  the  breach  on  account  of  a  projection  of  the 
wall,  but  heard  the  bar  at  work  ;  they  were  quite 
thick  down  to  the  prison,  waiting,  1  suppose^  till 
the  breach  was  made;  the  horn  nad  sounded  as 
Usual  for  them  to  go  in.  but,  instead  of  going  in 
as  they  usually  did  very  quietly,  they  came  out; 
they  pressed  on  us  so  much  that  we  were  forced 
to  lall  back;  after  we  came  to  the  charge  they 
would  not  retire, and.  being  unwilling  to  stab,  we 
were  forced  to  give  back.  I  heard  an  order  to  fire, 
but  do  not  know  who  gave  it.  I  did  not  observe 
how  the  first  muskets  were  levelled. 

Edward  Jackson,  private  of  the  Derby  militia, 
being  sworn,  says  :  1  was  on  the  platform  IS  and 
19,  between  prisons  Nos.  5  and  6.  1  think  there 
had  been  two  volleys  in  the  market  square  before 
the  men  on  this  platform  fired  ;  mystlf  and  ano- 
ther sentry  were  posted  on  the  plaitbrm  ;  we  had 
not  fired  before  some  soldiers  came  up  on  the 
platform;  1  never  fired;  it  was  the  men  who  came 
up;  1  cannot  say  whether  the  sentry  fired  ;  they 
tired  into  the  yard  up  towards  the  gate;  there 
were  a  great  many  prisoner^  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  yard  ;  I  did  not  see  any  firing  into  the  pris- 
ons. There  was  one  or  two  officers  on  the  plat- 
form ;  no  order  was  given  to  fire  on  my  platform  ; 


to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  think  I  heard  a 
command  '•  to  commence  firing  from  the  right." 
The  prisoners  were  all  in  a  great  body,  near  the 
gates  at  the  top  of  the  yard,  when  the  firing  com- 
menced, and.  after  the  firing,  they  retreated  to 
their  prisons.  When  I  was  placed  sentinel,  sev- 
eral prisoners  were  inside  the  palisades  clodding 
one  another  ;  some  soldiers  charged  them  out  of 
it ;  there  were  two  rounds  of  firing  from  my  plat- 
form ;  there  were  about  twenty  soldiers  on  it.  but 
cannot  say  exactly  ;  it  was  full  of  them  ;  I  could 
not  see  the  breach  ;  I  saw  no  tumult  in  the  yard 
before  the  firing  in  the  square,  except  the  clod- 
ding; I  cannot  say  I  heard  the  alarm  bell  ring. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Examination  at  Dartmoor  prison  of  u:ar,0H  ikUurdayf 
the  "i^d  April,  1815. 

Present.  Paul  Treby  Treby.  Esq.,  oae  of  the 
magistrates  for  the  county  of  Devon. 

Thonias  Burgess  Mott,  one  of  the  committee 
of  American  prisoners,  sworn  :  (A  letter  had  been 
handed  in  by  Captain  Shortland,  signed  in  this 
witness's  hand,  and  addressed  to  Captain  Short- 
land,  requesting  his  release,  and  stating  that  "al- 
though he  had  been  called  on  by  the  respectable 
part  of  the  prisoners  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of 
the  late  unfortunate  affair,  neither  his  depositions 
nor  conduct  appeared  to  show  that  he  would  w.sh 
to  lay  the  blame  to  Captain  Shortland,  but  on  the 
contrary,  for  which  he  had  since  been  insulted  by 
those  men  that  were  and  had  been  the  occasion 
of  the  late  unfortunate  affair.")  There  never  has 
been,  to  my  knowledge,  any  concerted  plan  among 
the  American  prisoners  at  this  prison  to  break 
out.  1  have  never  been  insulted  by  any  of  the 
men  supposed  to  be  ringleaders  in  the  late  affair, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  prisoners  think  I  was 
doing  everything  in  my  power  for  their  benefit. 
The  letter  handed  in  by  Captain  Shortland  was 
written  for  me  by  another  prisoner,  to  get  me 
clear  in  any  way;  it  was  not  signed  by  me  ;  I 
told  him  1  would  give  him  a  pound  if  he  got  me 
released  ;  it  was  written  without  design  to  injure 
anybody,  and  merely  to  get  me  clear,  as  my  turn 
of  release  was  not  near ;  1  never  read  the  letter ; 
I  was  one  of  the  comoiiiiee  who  made  the  report 
to  Mr.  Beasley  ;  some  part  of  it  was  from  my  own 
knowledge,  and  some  part  of  it  from  the  testi- 
mony of  others,  i  saw  a  crowd  where  the  bole 
was.  but  did  not  think  it  was  occasioned  by  any- 
thing but  gambling,  till  I  was  called  upon  by  the 
prisoners  to  go  and  make  them  desist  from  the 
hole.  When  1  was  in  the  yard  of  Nos.  5  and  7. 
and  when  the  firing  into  it  from  the  platform  took 
place,  there  was  no  tumult ;  there  were  then  but 
few  persons  in  it;  I  was  not  in  the  market  square  ; 
I  think  the  making  of  the  hole  was  merely  through 
mischief,  but  not  at  all  to  get  out.  for  I  do  not 
think  twenty  would  have  wanted  to  go  out  if  the 
gales  had  been  open  ;  I  do  not  know  particularly 
of  any  subject  of  complaint  shortly  before  the 
atfair ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  one  who  complained 
before  Admiral  Rowley  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment;  I  was  present  the  whole  time  ;  I  do  not 
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among  the    the  alarm-bell  rang;  I  had  not  heard  the  horn 
r>mplaint  of    sound  to  go  in  when  the  alarm-bell  ran--  i„ 
t.ent  to  be    pect  I  should  have  heard  u  ;  .t  can  gene'rally  be 
heard  all  over  the  yard  ;  when  I  heard  the  bell  I 

I  dic^not  seeany  oneshotrthougVs^om;    trie:'wXr o'ccVsf'ne^  tlfe"  larr^^'ol"" 
el's'  "  hear  the  horn  sound    w.th.n  a  few  yard,  of  the  r'a.li^g^';;  rh'^s^o/d.^r: 

^e.  Co^^  one  of  the  commute,  be.ng  ;m°u^rh'a;e""beerfor:,'r"fi;rirndreVsc;rd'  ""^ 
says:   i^one  of  the  report  was  made  from    the  square  before  Lfiri^^  be4n     Z-^ 

^n  kno^edge,  but  ent.rely  from  exam.na-  j  many'there,  and  otheVs  mirfh.X'tn'and'LTm"?. 

I  heard  no  orders  to  fire  ;  the  prisoners  were  com- 
ing up  as  I  was,  to  see  what  was  the  matter-  I 
returned  immediately  to  my  own  prison.  There 
were  two  volleys  fired  into  a  prison,  into  No  3  • 
most  ot  the  prisoners  were  reirealing  after  the' 
first  volley  ;  I  had  been  in  about  five  minutes  be- 
lore  the  faring  ;  was  on  the  second  floor ;  did  not 
see  the  soldiers  who  fired,  but  heard  the  report- 
and  when  I  came  down,  siw  marks  of  balls  wiih- 


I  am  runfideyt  there  was  no  disposition 
_  part  or  the  prisoners  to  break  out  ;  had 
*en.  I  slfould  certainly  have  known  it,  be- 
'  was  in  i^e  constant  habit  of  going  through 
^ons.  ha^^ing  much  business  with  the  prTs- 
as  one  rj  their  committee.  It  is  impos- 
Jt  It  mui}  have  been  known  had  there  been 
l?ad  the  -;ates  been  thrown  open,  not  more 
i^undrei  would  have  gone  out:  those  who 


1  u  A^  ,  ^  -^  S°'  ^'^^y  °"  'h^  "^'h.  The  first 
1  hea«  of  the  .Tisturbance  was  the  firing;  I  was 
thenUijNo.  3;did  not  hear  the  horn  ;  it  is  not 
geneijjlly  hearc$  insjxle  ;  there  was  great  irritation 
E*:Laptair;-Shortland  before  the  disturbance; 
n  owini<  to  acts  of  barbarity  on  his  part, 
from  *3iy  own  knowledge.  Instead  of 
things  t(i  make  them  comfortable,  he  did 
\e  contrary.  He  hai  kept  two  prisons,  the 
<^'  most  Comfortable,  shut,  when  it  was  in 
er  to  h^ve  opened  them;  the  prisoners 
!?ated  a^^ainst  this,  but  it  produced  no  ef- 
lliile  the>4were  turned  into  prisons  open  at 
^"^floatm*  with  water  two  or  three  inches 
SIS  was  "No.  2.  There  was  a  plan  formed 
\%  one  of  the  best  and  most  commodious 
I.  two  several  times,  to  dig  out,  which  was 
hies  discovered  by  Captain  Shorlland.  and 
'laiecond  c^casion  the  prisoners  were  turned 


in  ;  there  were  no  stones  thrown  from  the  second 
floor;  should   have  known   it,  as  I  was  walkinir 
with   some  others.     There  were  several  lines  of 
soldiers  drawn  across  the  square  ;  a  few  prisoner 
were  at  the  bottom  of  it  then,  but  they  were  not 
so  numerous  as  the  soldiers  ;  I  am  fully  confident 
there  was  no  intention  to  break  out.     I  heard  no 
shouting  or  threats  again-.t  Captain    Shortland 
when  the  faring  commenced.     The  prisoners  did 
not  cheer  in  the  yard  I  was  m,  nor  in  ihe  market 
square   while  1  was  present.     Captain  Shortland 
has  behaved  in  a  very  tyrannical  manner  towards 
the  prisoners  ;  he  stopped  the  market  for  ten  day.s 
tor  a  very  trivial  occurrence,  and  part  of  the  provi- 
sions  lor  the  same  length  of  time;  do  not  think 
there  was  any  intention  among  the  prisoners  to  re- 
venge themselves  on  Captain   Shortland  ;  there 
ha.  been  some  irritation  against  Mr.  Beaslev  lat- 
terly, because    they    thought  he   was  somewhat 


4C,  2  ;  th,  V  were,  however,  only  kept  there    dilatory    .rprepang  cartel     but  there  T""'^'^' 
t).s,  and  then  returned  to  No.  0  ;  I  call  this  |  whatever  againsiL    American    r?v'  "°°' 
-irL^rity.     Captain   Shortland   never  I  there  «,..,  ^r:"!!  m„!  ..^™_!'''*"    Government; 
retur  y^  any  ai^wer  to  our  application  to  go  into 
the   .  '.ifty  priH)ns;  I  know  of  no  statement  of 
cornr  4i,it   agafiist    the    American  Government 
prtvi  :^^  to  the-;ate  aflair;  there  have  been  often 
comj  ^iwts  of  neglect  against  Mr.  Beasley.  but 
noi  a,  ji^st  the  ;-\merican  Government.     Another 
«ct  of  |,^ptain  J^hortland  was  :  about  the  time  of 
the  atyApt  to  d^^out,  there  were  somebars  broken 
inon|^;f  the  prisons,  in  consequence  of  which 
and  fC^'diggiH^*  out,  I  suppose,  one-third  of  our 
prqvijjyps  was  popped  for  ten  da>  s.     I  know  not 
vrUt|.  »vas  for,  unless  for  this  and  the  digging 
out.   ^'jptain  Shortland  frequently  stopped  our 
provi^^s  in  th:  same  way.  without  givin<T  any 
reaso^v^  >  There  has  been   no   particular   uneasi- 
ness ^lyng  the  prisoners  to  get  out,  since  the  ac- 
countgnthe  rat^Vication  of  the  treaty,  and  I  know 

°' '^0;J'io''T>olf  nee  among  them  in  consequence- 
they  1**,^  only  i^niious  to  be  sent  home,  and  ex- 
presse«t|ieir  optiiions  about  it. 

Ht/H^i  Hot^:rt.  one  of  the  committee,  being 
sworn^^^ys:  S(fne  part  of  the  report  was  nude 
irorn  jjy^own  knowledge,  but  not  much  ;  I  was 
in  theJ3>^er  par-; of  the  yard  Nos.  1  an 


re,u,»f  an,  a,.we,  ,o  our  a„.l,.„;n„  ,„  „„  .„,„    f„,„  A,ner,ca'°"  ukj  pMs^'^ClTu;  ZZ'' IZl 

first  Started  It  did  not  gain  much  credit ;  the  unner 
stories  of  Nos.  2and  4  have  been  unfit  fur  the  men 
to  live  in,  very  open,  and  sometimes  afloat  with 
rain. 

William  B.  Orn^,  one  of  the  committee,  bemff 
.<=worn.  ..ays :  I  saw  a  little  of  the  afl-air  stated  in 
the  report,  but   the  principal  pan  was  fiom  the 
exarnination  of  others.     I  was  walking  between 
INo.  ,  and  the  barrack  wall ;  did  not  observe  that 
many  prisoners  were  there  ;  they  are  alwaya  so 
numerous  in  the  yard,  that  one  might  not  observe 
whether  there  was  a  crowd  or  not;  I  heard  no 
bar  breaking  the  wall ;  went  into  my  own  yard 
^os.  1  and  3;  the  prisoners   were  almost  all  xn. 
1  heard  the  alarm-bell,  upon  which  I  walked  ud 
to  the  railings,  and  saw  the  soldiers  firing  on  the 
prisoners;  could  not  tell  the  number  of  the  sol- 
dier., but  the  yard  appea.ed  to  be  full ;  it  appeared 
to  me.  from  the  number  of  muskets  I  heard   that 
tne  whole  regiment  must  have  fired  several  vol- 
ri%    11  T'  ^'^^'"J.'faecook  house,  and   heard 
the  balls  flying  in  all  directions  ;  the  prisoners 
ran  up  to  the  railings  from  curiosity  ;  was  not 
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near  enough  to  hear  an  order  to  fire;  after  firing 
a  few  volleys,  they  opened  the  gates,  and  charged 
the  prisoners  in  the  yard,  and.  after  they  were  in 
their  prisons,  they  fared  in  ;  I  heard  that  shots 
were  fired  into  N'o,  3— into  the  door;  saw  no 
stones  thrown  out  of  No.  3;  saw  only  one  stone 
thrown  into  the  square  ;  the  firing  appeared  to 
me  to  last  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  I  heard  a 
noise  among  the  prisoners,  but  no  particular 
lihouiing  or  cheering  ;  sa  w  the  greater  part  of  the 
prisoners  run  ;  after  the  first  fire,  every  man  se- 
cured himself  as  well  as  he  could  ;  there  appeared 
no  interval  in  the  firing;  it  continued  all  the 
while,  until  the  soldiers  opened  the  gates  and 
went  into  the  yard.  I  knew  of  no  intention  what- 
ever among  the  prisoners  to  break  out ;  we  were 
then  daily  expecting  cartels. 

Niel  McKinnon,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says  : 
I   was  in  the  yard   No.  7  before  the  alarm-bell 
rang.     I  saw  some  men  making  a  breach  in  the 
wall.     At  first,  there  were  only  three  or  four,  but  ' 
afterwards   they    increased    to   about    twenty  or  j 
twenty-five,  standing  round.     I  can  ascribe  this 
conduct  to  nothing  but   mere  wantonness;   can' 
ascribe  it  to  no  other  motive.     I  staid  till  the  hole  j 
was  made,  and  they  began  to  throw  things  at  the 
sentry.     I  saw  the  sentry  put  his  bayonet  through  ' 
as  a  warning;  he  desired  them  several  tunes  °io 
go  away.     I  belong  to  another  prison.     I  came  to  ' 
the  gate.  I  heard  the  alarm-bell  ring  before  I  came.  ' 
I  saw  a  turnkey  looking  in  the  direction  of  the 
breach,  and.  expecting  that  the  military  would 
be  called  out,  I  went  to  gate  No.  4.     I  remained 
there  a  considerable  time,  until  the  troops  were 
drawn  up  in  line;  they  then  charged.     I  could 
see  into  the  market  square.     I  saw  the  prisoners 
between  the  railings,  and  the  soldiers  in  front  of 
No.  4  gale.     My  attention  was  engrossed  by  what 
was  before  me,  and  I  did  not  observe  how  many 
there  were  to  my  right  at  No.  1  gate.     I  he.ird  an 
order  given  to  charge  and  fire,  but  do  not  know 
by  whom.     At  this  time  the  prisoners  were  dar- 
ing the  military,  but  not  expecting  they  really 
would  hurt  them.     Cannot  say  I  saw  any  stones 
thrown.     I  saw  the  first  fire,  but  did  not  observe 
the  elevation  of  the  muskets.     The  prisoners  re- 
treated after  the  first  fire,  but  I  heard  them  shout- 
ing and    rallying— cheering  each    other— and   I 
think  1  heard  them  again  dare  the  soldiers  to  fire. 
I  beard  several  say  they  thought  they  were  blank 
cartridges ;  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion.     I  went  down 
towards  my  prison,  and  was  told  on  the  way  that 
Haywood  was  killed.     I  went  to  see,  and  saw  a 
black  man  lying  within  the  inner  gate  of  No.  4. 
I  then  went  up  to  the  gale  to  speak  to  Captain 
Shortland.     The  turnkey  let  me  through,  and  I 
told  Captain  Shortland  that  a  man  was  killed' 
and  begged  him  to  make  the  firing  cease,  and  not 
10  be  wasting  the  lives  of  the  prisoners.     He  told 
me   to  go  to  my  prison.     I  spoke  to  the  oflicer 
apparently  commanding  the  guard  to  the  same 
purport,  who  said  there  should  be  a  truce  if  the 
prisoners   would   go   to   their  prisons.      Captain 
Shortland  knew  me  personally.     I  was  going  to 
No.  1  gate,  and  saw  several  persons  at  the  d°oor 
of  the  receiving  house,  with  two  or  three  wounded 


men.    One  of  these  persons  was  drunk,  and  abused 
the  soldiers,  who  did  not  appear  to  attend  to  him  so 
much  as  they  might,  had  he  been  sober      I  went 
down   to  No.  4  yard.     While  going  down   the 
yard,  a  volley  was  fired  into  it  by  the  soldiers  in 
the  market  square.     There  were  many  prisoners 
then  in  the  yard.     I  did  not  see  more  than  one 
line  of  military  in  the  square;  it  was  two  deep 
and  extended  almost  across.     Was  going  up  the 
>'ard,  when  I  met  a  party  of  military  with  an  offi- 
cer, driving  along  four  or  five  prisoners.     I  went 
up  to  the  oflBcer,  (who  I  understood  afterwards 
was  Major  Jolliff,)  and  remonstrated  with  him  on 
the  harsh  treatment  the  prisoners  were  receiving. 
He  put  his  fist  in  my  face,  and  swore  "by  God, 
they  would  not  trifled  with  any  longer   by  us," 
(the  prisoners.)     I  was  then  driven  w'lth  the  rest 
into  No.  4,  the  sergeant  having  his  halbert  close 
to  one  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  soldiers  their  bay- 
onets charged.     I  entered  the  prison  with  my  face 
to  the  soldiers,  until  I  was  so  far  that  I  thought 
I  was  safe,  when  I  turned  my  back,  and  at  that 
moment  a  musket  was  fired  close  to  me,  which 
wounded  a  little  boy,  who  screamed  and  dropped 
down:    he  died   the  next  day.     There  were  no 
stones  thrown  out  when  the  shot  was  fired,  nor 
any  insulting  language  used  towards  the  soldiers. 
The  prisoners  were  crowding  round  the  door,  not 
being  able  to  get  in  fast  enough,  but  there  was 
no  tumult  among  them.     Heard  no  order  to  fire 
the  shot.     I  heard  the  report  near  me.    The  doors 
were  then  locked  up.     I  have  not  the  least  belief 
that  there  was  any  concert  or  inteniifBn  among 
the  prisoners  to  break  out.     I  did  not  know  the 
arms  were  kept  in  the  barrack  yard,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve it  was  generally  known  among  the  prison- 
ers.    I  think  the  breach  and  the  breaking  of  the 
gate  were  only  acts  of  wantonness,  like  throwing 
I  turf  at  each   other.     There  was  a  good   under- 
I  standing  between  the  prisoners  and  the  soldiers, 
I  particularly  the  Derby  militia  ;  they  used  to  be  of 
j  assistance  to  them  when  the  markets  were  stopped. 
I  The  Somerset  regiment  was  not  up  to  so  much 
as  the  Derby.     I  think  the  sentries  were  removed 
from  the  yard   to  prevent  communication  with 
the  prisoners,  not  through  any  fear  of  them.     If 
there  had  been  any  concert,  they  would  have  made 
some  preparations;  but  there  did  not  appear  any 
among  them,  as  the  gambling    tables  were  not 
removed  from  where  they  usually  were.     I  have 
since  seen  some  who  broke  the  wall,  who  have 
expressed  sorrow  for  what  they  had  done,  from 
the  consequences  resulting  from  it,  but  declared 
they  had  no  intention  to  escape. 

fVancis  Joseph  and  Henry  Allen,  the  two  re- 
maining of  the  committee,  knew  nothing  of  their 
own  knowledge,  and  were,  therefore,  not  exam- 
ined. 

^0^71  G.  Gatchell,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  say.<<: 
I  belong  to  No.  7  prison.  On  the  6th  of  April, 
between  six  and  seven  in  the  afternoon,  while 
walking  in  that  yard,  I  heard  a  report  that  some 
boys  were  making  a  hole  in  the  wall.  Being  in 
the  yard  abreast  of  the  market  square,  I  saw 
Captain  Shortland  coming  down  the  market 
square  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  soldiers;  they 
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r>v^re  foraged  in  a  iioe,  aod  began  (o  fire  immedi- 
^Jly.  I  I'd  not  see  any  prisoners  then  in  the 
♦jiiare ;  a  jew  were  between  me  and  the  railings. 
JJ(Jouid  hafve  seen  any  who  might  have  been  in 
"     squarn     I  saw  no  charge  of  the  bayonet 


I 

rd  an  c^der  to  fire,  but  do  not  know  by  whom  ; 


Andrew  Davw,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says  : 
I  belong  to  No.  3  prison.  I  was  at  the  bottom  of 
No.  3  yard  on  the  evening  ofthe  Gib.  just  before 
counting  m  time,  the  horn  had  sounded.  On  the 
first  report  of  muskets,  the  prisoners  said  they 
were  blank  cartridges.     1  went  up  to  No.  1  gate. 


^4  ,  -  -I  ^  '     »-" 

;5t;he  firbijvolley  one  man  fell  about  four  yards  ■  When  1  got  there,  five  or  six  men  were  bringing 

'a  man  wtio  appeared  to  be  badly  wounded  into 
ihe  market  square;  they  had  brought  him  inside 
the  inner  gate  next  the  square,  i  heard  Captain 
Shorlland  order  them  to  let  go  the  wounded  man. 
One  of  them  remonstrated  against  it,  and  Cap- 
Uiu  Shorlland  struck  him  with  his  fist.  The  mao 
then  went  outside  of  the  gate  into  the  passage 
between  the  two  gates,  and  ^ald  to  Captain  Shorl- 
land, "  You'll  recollect  you  have  struck  me  twice, 
and  I'll  have  satisfaction  for  ii.''  Cap'ain  Short- 
land  told  him  to  go  inio  the  pnsun,  or  he  would 
order  the  men  to  fire  on  him.  I  then  went  down 
to  No.  1  prison,  and  saw  no  more.  The  soldiers 
were  drawn  up  in  the  square  when  the  wounded 
man  was  there,  and  Captain  Shortland  in  front 
of  them.  It  was  about  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  the  firing  began  that  the  above 
transaction  took  place.  One  or  two  volleys  were 
fired  after  that. 

John  Odiome,  prisoner  being  sworn  :  (Hii  evi- 
dence before  the  coroner  being  read  to  him,  &aid 
he  had  no  correction  to  make  in  it.  other  than  it 
was  possible  that  there  might  have  been  some  few 
prisoners  in  the  square,  but  there  were  no  num- 
bers of  them,  previou.sly  to  the  drawing  up  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  square.)  I  stood  on  the  steps  at 
the  cook-house  in  the  market  square.  I  could  see 
the  whole  of  what  was   passing  in   the  square. 


^0^  me.  ]  I  went  to  him,  and  asked  what  was 
^!|)^  mattfj  ;  he  said  he  was  wounded  in  the 
i  Ipr^^^^-  ^^^^  ^'^  °^'  believe  it,  thinking  it  impoS;- 
<  Bt^e.  till  i  felt  it.  I  called  assistance,  and  was 
I  £^\'iDg  to  ::;et  him  to  the  receiving  house,  when 
\  ij^Captain  Shortland  entered  No.  7  gate  with  two 
}  ^AJ^Jiers.  ai^d  said  eomethiog  which  induced  the 

■  ym  other^  to  run  away  and  leave  the  wounded 

•  %{ji«n  with*me;  upon  which.  Captain  Shorlland, 
;'  jf<^io?  I  diyl  not  run.  said,  "  Kill  the  damned  ras- 

■  yij"  ibf  .Vddiers  charged  on  me,  and  a  bayonet 

•  wV^**^  ^y  c'oi^i^^  *"d  skio,  going   m   about  a 

•  l^j^rter  of.an  inch.  I  was  then  forced  to  leave 
♦"''jf  woun'Jed  roan  and  run,  when  a  soldier  fol- 
Jywed  me'-»  and  Captain  Shortland,  urging  him 
^'tn^  repeated  several  times  "Kill  the  damned  ras- 
H^l."  While  running  on  I  was  pricked  three 
^f^ies,  andjshould  have  been  killed,  but,  stepping 

■  ^j^itie,  ihe'bayonet  ran  under  my  arm;  and  the 
^p^ier,  wwh  the  force  of  the  thrust,  fell  on  his 
<tJD€es,  by  ^hich  means  I  escaped  into  the  prison, 
fi'^ere  are-Jour  doors  to  No.  7  prison  ;  all  but  one 

1  }»«}re  bhuil  which  one  was  exposed  to  the  fire; 
I  i^Jithe  prisoners  were  crowding  to  one  door;  the 
I  kijoi)r  left  o;en  was  the  one  which  was  usually  so; 
'.  fyi  the  dtiors  were  shut,  I  think,  sooner  than 
;  li^i^l,  and;;the  prisoners  were  trying  to  get  in  at 
;  i&w  shut  d^ors;  the  prisoners  being  pursued  by 


||c.soldierv  all  crowded  to  one  door,  one  over  the  The  gate  was  burst  about  the  same  moment  the 
j  plher,  and, -being  unable  to  get  in  fast  enough,  soldiers  tt-erc  firing  obliquely  to  the  left, after  they 
j  "Were  woui^ded    by   the   bayonets  of  the  soldiers  '  >  -"■ 

i  tir^sing  b<fhind.  While  gelling  in  No.  7,  I  saw 
;  Oaptain  Sjiortland  running  down  the  yard  to- 
'  V»a/ds  No..  5  with  the  soldiers,  and  heard  him 
i  Wt^r  iheni  to  fire;  am  quite  sure  I  heard  him 
'■  ejcjer  iheo^  to  fire  ;  he  was  facing  me  at  the  time ; 
•;?»afc  runnijig  towards  No.  5,  and  ordering  them 
{^  pre  as  t't^ey  ran,  which  they  did;  cannot  posi- 

.v^ly  say  i»e  had  arms  in  his  hands  when  com- 

i|u  down  jthe  yard.     I  did    net  see  that  the  sol- 

%^s  hesitsjled  to  fire  when  ordered  ;  they  did  fire. 

"i<|ver  ha4  any  personal  altercation  or  difficulty 

tih  Captijin  Shortland  ;  never  spoke  to  him,  nor 

'^^n  spokui  to  by  him.     Do  not  think  there  was 

Ajy  iutenijon   to  break  out.     The  firing  in  the 

Ifafd  was  lifter   that  in   the  market  square;  two 

bidiers   cime   in   the   gate   abreast  of  Captain 

Sljoriland,'  but   many   followed    him— thirty   or 

Oijty.  perliaps.     After  the  soldiers  were  in   the 

r«.fd,  ihos«  on  the  ramparts  did  not  fire.     There 

^(jre   aboilt  forty  or  fifty  shots  by  those  in  the 

uH-     Wiile  the  prisoners  were  running  to  No. 

*,  Ihey  were  cut  off  by  a  cross-fire  from  tlie  ram- 

fafts;  (hei  pointed   to  the  place  where  he  was 

47.«unded  |a  the   back.)  wa^  told   by  others  m^ 

sv^und  w»s  a  quarter  of  an  inch  deep;  it  swelled 

j{»  consid»|rably,  and  was  very  sore,  as  was  the 

ca^e  with  ill  three  wounds ;  was  never  under  any 

oljihe  surljeons  or  surgeons'  mates. 

*  • 

i 


were  drawn  up  m  line.  The  prisoners  rushed  in 
immediately,  but  not  violently.  I  heard  an  order 
to  fire,  which  was  from  Captain  Shortland,  as 
near  as  1  can  judge  of  any  man  who  had  his  back 
to  me:  it  was  in  Captain  Shortland's  voice.  He 
was  about  one  hundred  feel  from  me.  1  am  as 
positive  as  I  can  be  under  such  circumstances 
that  the  order  came  from  him.  Captain  Short- 
land  appeared  to  be  in  a  great  passion  when  en- 
tering the  square:  he  looked  very  red,  and  spoke 
loud.  I  am  confident  there  was  no  disposition  to 
break  out.  There  was  very  little  interval  of  lime 
between  the  marching  of  the  soldiers  into  the 
square  and  ihe  sounding  of  the  horn  for  turning 
in  ;  the  horn  was  first ;  the  alarm-bill  rang  nearly 
at  the  same  time  that  the  soldiers  entered  the 
square.  The  prisoners  generally  conceived  that 
there  was  a  tardiness  in  Mr.  Beasley's  fitting  out 
ships,  and  there  was  discontent  among  thera 
against  him,  but  no  complaint  against  the  Amer- 
ican or  British  Governments. 

Gerard  iimith,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says: 
I  was  in  the  market  square  with  Captain  Odiorne, 
who  requested  me  to  stay,  after  the  horn  was 
sounded,  till  the  wagon  was  unloaded.  I  told  him 
my  prison  would  be  shut,  as  the  horn  had  sound- 
ed, and  I  would  be  shut  out,  and  1  thought  I  had 
better  go.  I  did  stay  several  minutes  longer. 
Seeing  the  prisoners  nearly  all  lo,  1  said  I  must 
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go.     I  saw  Arnold  coming  up  the  square,  and 

saw  also  Captain  Shortland  by  himself  close  to 
the  wagon.  The  captain  asked  Arnold  whether 
the  prisoners  were  all  in.  Arnold  said.  '■  Sir, 
they  have  got  two  holes  m  the  wall."  Captain 
said,  "Damn  you,  why  did  you  not  let  me  know 
that  before  ? — go  and  ring  the  bell."  I  turned  from 
Odiorne,  bade  him  good  night,  and  went  down  to 
the  gates,  which  were  all  closed,  and  I  was  ob- 
liged to  get  over  the  railing.  When  I  got  over. 
I  Haw  no  tumult  among  the  prisoners.  One  man 
told  me  that  some  boys  had  taken  some  stones 
out  of  the  wall,  and  wondered  what  it  could  be 
for.  "  I  do  not  know,""  said  I.  "  but  I  suppose  it 
is  through  mischief." 

Robert  Johnson,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says  : 
I  know  Gatcheil ;  I  was  at  the  gate  No.  7  when 
Capt.  Shortland  spoke  to  him  ;  I  ran  directly  up  to 
the  gate  from  No.  5 ;  at  the  first  firing  a  wounded 
man  lay  about  five  cr  six  yards  from  the  gate,  on 
the  prison  side;  Gatcheil  and  two  or  three  others 
came  up  to  take  hirn,  as  I  suppose,  to  the  receiv- 
ing house;  when  he  got  into  the  passage  between 
the  railings,  Captain  Shortland  came  in  wiih  two 
or  three  soldiers,  and  told  them  to  go  back,  or  he 
would  kill  them;  the  soldiers  followed;  lu  rush- 
ing in,  Captain  Shortland  stumbled  over  the 
wounded  man  ;  Gatcheil  did  not  go  away  imme- 
diately; Captain  Shorlland  ordered  the  soldiers 
to  charge  on  him  ;  one  did  charge  on  him,  and 
another  on  me;  I  tlien  made  my  escape  into  the 
prison;  I  am  quite  sure  Captain  Shortland  or- 
dered the  soldiers  to  charge;  this  was  after  the 
firing  in  the  market  square.  At  ihe  first  fire  I 
was  in  my  berth  ;  had  no  idea  that  there  would 
be  any  disturbance,  or  that  tbe  military  were 
firing  with  ball.  I  heard  no  abusive  language 
from  Captain  Shorlland. 

James  N.  Bushfield,  prisoner,  being  sworn. 
«ays:  1  was  present  all  the  time  the  breach  was 
being  made,  but  was  not  one  of  those  who  did 
make  it;  I  had  no  idea  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
making  their  escape,  but  supposed  it  was  through 
mere  mischief ;  there  were  about  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  prisoners  round  it;  they  began  in  the  morn- 
ing; I  was  there  when  the  sentinel  told  them  to 
go  away,  or  he  would  fire;  they  set  up  a  laugh, 
and  drew  back  after  he  put  his  bayonet  through 
the  hole,  forming  a  circle  of  fifteen  or  twenty- 
fire  feet  from  the  wall ;  at  that  time  there  were 
not  more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  people,  but 
afterwards  they  ran  from  all  quarters  to  see  the 
hole,  hearing  the  others  at  it  laughing;  they 
knew  nothing  of  it  before;  I  went  towards  the 
gate  when  I  heard  the  first  fire,  which  I  supposed 
was  wilh  blank  cartriJges,  until  I  heard  the  balls 
whisile  ;  do  not  suppose  a  man  in  the  yard  knew 
there  were  arms  in  the  barrack  yard. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  8  o'clock. 


Dartmoor,  Sunday,  April  23,  1815. 
Met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  8  o'clock. 
Present :  Paul  Treby  Treby,  Esq.,  one  ol  the 
maijistrates  for  the  county  of  Devon. 

h'Uliam  Clements,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says: 


I  was  most  of  the  evening  ai  prison  No.  1.  and 
towards  the  close  of  the  evening  was  going  to 
my  own  prison,  No.  7;  I  saw  about  twenty  or 
thirty  prisoners  gathered  round  the  wall  of  No. 
7.  and  considered  they  were  gambling;  going  up 
to  it.  saw  dirt  about  a  breach  in  the  wall,  and 
then  several  took  up  stones  and  threw  them  at  it, 
in  order  to  force  it  through.  I  went  down  the 
yard,  and  came  up  again,  at  which  time  they 
were  still  throwing  against  the  breach  ;  they 
made  a  hole;  I  then  saw  Captain  Shorlland 
come  up  to  it  with  some  soldiers  on  the  other 
side  ;  he  spoke  though  the  hole,  asking  what  they 
did  It  for;  a  number  answered  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  and  some  said  they  dug  it  for  amuse- 
ment ;  Captain  Shorlland  said,  if  they  did  not 
disperse,  he  would  be  obliged  to  fire  upon  them  ; 
he  then  went  away;  they  then  dispersed  and 
some  who  were  digging  went  into  their  prisons; 
I  heard  no  insulting  language  to  Captain  Short- 
land ;  the  hole  was  then  large  enough  for  a  man 
to  get  through  ;  saw  none  attempt  to  get  through; 
I  considered  the  digging  of  ihe  hole  was  merely 
through  mischief;  a  number  of  small  places  had 
been  dug  in  the  wall  in  tbe  course  of  the  day  ;  a 
great  many  prisoners  were  in  the  yard  No.  7 — 
more,  perhaps,  than  usual,  it  being  so  fine  an 
evening;  I  went  towards  my  own  prison,  and 
found  all  the  doors  but  one  shut ;  I  heard  a  great 
noise  at  the  top  of  the  yard,  and  went  towards 
the  gates;  heard  many  cry  out  "keeno;"  keeno 
is  said  among  the  prisoners  when  anything  falls, 
even  in  the  prison  ;  many  cry  it  out  when  they 
do  noi  know  what  is  the  matter;  I  suppose  there 
were  about  forty  or  fifty  soldiers  then  in  the 
market  square,  drawn  up  on  one  side  ;  tbe  pris- 
oners were  going  through  at  No.  1  gate  ;  the  sol- 
diers came  down  to  the  charge,  and  then  drew 
back  ;  the  prisoners  were  not  so  numerous  as  the 
soldiers;  1  suppose  there  might  be  thirty  prison- 
ers in  the  square  ;  they  made  no  opposition  ;  some 
of  them  appeared  to  be  in  liquor;  the  prisoners 
are  not  permuted  lo  be  in  the  market  square;  the 
gates  were  locked ;  when  the  prisoners  were 
driven  through  the  gate,  the  soldiers  fired;  they 
fired  into  No.  1  gate.  I  heard  no  order  to  fire; 
was  not  in  a  situation  lo  hear  it;  the  soldiers  fired 
right  into  the  gates;  did  not  observe  how  the 
muskets  were  levelled  the  first  fire;  I  considered 
they  fired  with  blank  cartridges  first;  this  was 
into  No.  1  gate,  and  there  were  only  a  few  shots, 
but  afterwards  a  volley ;  I  saw  a  man  fall  at  No. 
1  gate,  when  I,  with  others,  attempted  to  remove 
him,  when  another  volley  was  fired  in  ;  put  him 
behind  the  wall ;  he  said  he  was  wounded  in  the 
breast;  we  put  our  hands  there,  but  felt  nothing; 
he  soon  died,  and  then  we  found  the  ball  had  en- 
tered his  head.  At  the  time  of  the  first  fire  I 
heard  no  abuse  from  the  prisoners,  nor  saw  any 
stones  thrown  during  the  whole  time;  there  was 
some  turf  inside  the  square,  which  I  thought  had 
been  brought  in  by  the  people  who  bad  the  liber- 
ty of  the  square;  after  the  first  fire  the  prisoners 
did  not  rally  or  cheer,  but  were  eager  to  get  into 
their  prisons;  I  cannot  say  why  so  many  of  the 
prisoners  were  out  at  the  time :  I  did  not  hear  the 
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.alarm  be  I ;  a  number  of  prisoners  knew  noihinff 
;(^  It  tillhhey  heard  the  reports  of  the  muskets; 


:£i»w  an  c;Bcer  with  the  soldiers;  the  officer  was 
•it|ie  first  igan  who  entered  No.  7  yard  ;  it  was  not 
I  ('aptatn  Bhortland  ;  I  saw  Captain  Shortland  in 
l^lie  yard,!  but  whether  it  was  he  or  the  other  offi- 
I  ctr  who  first  came  in  I  do  not  know;  I  saw  an 
j.c,fficer  h^vmg  hold  of  a  prisoner  by  the  collar, 
Jj^d  sink*?  hira  with  a  sword  once  or  twice;  he 
i^ftjade  no  attempt  to  stab  him;  I  then  went  into 
yjjio.  7.  arjJ  saw  nothing  more.  There  was  no  par- 
[Jtjcular  uieasiness  among  the  prisoners,  at  not  be- 

iing  rcleil,ed.  only  talkmg  about  it,  and  saymg 

,t|)ey  thoi^ght  it  hard;  but  they  were  as  obedient 
Jif  the  or(^ers  and  regulations  of  the  prison  as  be- 
^^.Jre  the  ycount  of  the  ratification. 

•John  iLbbard,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says:  I 
"as  carrj-mga  wounded   man   to   the  hospital; 

l^ptain  >^hortland  came  up  to  me,  (I  was  then  i 
lout  halt  way  up  the  market  square ;)  he  order-  ! 
(J  rne  to  >lrop  the  man  ;  I  told  him  I  should  not 
^cir  he  wa^  a  dead  man.  and  I  wanted  to  take  him 
^|a  the  hospital ;  he  gave  me  a  crack  on  the  neck  I 
^jta  his  Hst,  and  ordered   the  soldiers  to  charge  ! 
»t5  us;  I  fcen  went  back  directly,  as  the  soldiers 
^ere  runt^ing  towards  me.  and  ran  in;  they  did 
j^ot  lollow.  us  any  distance;  they  halted  as  soon 
^^we  raj;  wheu  I  got  m   I  called  to  Captain 
yjiortiandi  and  told  hira,  ''  You  will  recollect,  sir, 
Wiiu  strucfl  me.  if  you  are  brought  to  account  for 
{      V    J'^r'^'  ■■  ^^  "'ould  strike  my  damned  heart 
^;hehad-me  there;"    lam   sure  of  this;  I  did 
JJJ^  threat^-n  him  ti.at  I  would  have  satisfaction  of 
jj^p.     I  d- not  know  any  of  the  men  who  were 

*ah  me,  ^elping  to  take  the  dead  man;  there 
ft^re  abouj  four  or  five  ;  the  soldiers  at  this  time 
*rtre  draw^a  up  across  ihe  square  ;  there  had  been 
kyych  firiag  before  this;  I  saw  the  soldiers  fire 
*uto  JNo.  1   after   the  prisoners  were  in;  I  was 


j^,-  ^,^.  ,-,   aiici    luc  prisoners  were  in;  1  was 

J:^4nding  cJose  to  the  door ;  I  belong  to  that  prison 

I     |k-rd  mess  ;^lose  to  the  door;  there  were  eighteen 

;     ^viwentyVoldiers  at  the  door,  but  do  not  know 

,    jyt-ether  ti'ey  all  fired;  I  .saw  the  muskets  level- 

]f4i  seven  or  eight  shots  struck  the  stairs,  and 

'f'Hxe  wen  1^  to  the  other  side  of  the  prison  ;  at  this 

*H}e  iherejwere  five  or  .six  prisoners  goina  in  at 

;«  door ;  |ne  got  wounded  on  the  step ;  I  did  not 

«  any  stc4aes  thrown  out.  but  heard  afterwards 

pre  wai  ^ne  thrown  out. 

Ifomer  f  «//.-( His  evidence  before  the  coroner 

lug  read|to  him.  he  said  it  was  correct.)     I  am 

t>i      heafd   Captain  Shortland  give  orders   to 

e;  I  wa^*then  anout  thirty  or  forty  feet  from 

near  grate  No  4,  under  the  platform  ;  he  was 

^    facing,  me ;  the  first  fire  was  a  volley  •  'here 

,  re  no  struggling  guns  preceded  the  voUeV-  *lhey 

jeJ  immediately  after  they  got  the  word  ;  there 

Jl  'Jk   ^S'''^"«"-     Id"  not  think  there   were 

nfje  thanjhreeor  four  prisoners  in  the  market 

Y-^re,  in  flont  of  the  soldiers,  at  the  time  of  the 

\A  n/e;.«|'ey  had  retreated  through  the  eate 

iWshut  u*ifter  them  ^  ^      ' 


with  a  bar  like  a  crowbar;  the  bar  was  flat  and 
thick,   something  like  a  chisel,  about  two   feet 
long  ;  the  alarm  bell  was  ringing  at  the  time  he 
j  was   breaking   the   chain,   before    the   gate   was 
I  broken  open.     I  suppose  there  were  as  many  as 
I  nfty  persons  around  the  gate;  the  pressure  ihev 
I  made  parted  the  gate  sooner.    As  soon  as  the  gate 
j  was  open,  a  great  many  rushed  through  into  the 
I  square;    there   were  about   twelve  or    thirteen- 
I  ihere  were  a  great  many  between  the  two  rail- 
I  ings ;  they  were  all  hallooing  and  making  a  noise 
I  went  out  into  the  square ;  I  was  tipsy,  or  I  sup- 
pose  I  should  not  have  done  it.    I  saw  the  soldiers 
coming  down;  they  charged   upon   us  immedi- 
ately, and   I   then   went    back   directly.      I  was 
pricked.     I  lost  my  hat.  and  went  to  pick  it  up 
when  I  was  pricked  again.    I  went  back  with  my 
lace  to  them  ;  some  turned  their  backs  ;  but  I  stood 
a  little  more  upon  going  back  than  1  should  have 
done  had  I  been  sober.     I  received  two  pricks  in 
the  breast,  and  two  in   the  arm.     W'e  shut  the 
gate  as  soon  as  we  could.     Captain  Shortland 
wa^  abreast  of  the  gate  No.  I,  in  front  of  the  sol- 
diers.    I  am  pretty  sure  he  was  in  front  of  them 
I  heard   him   sing  out   '-fire"  twice;  heard  him 
order  both  to  charge  and  fire;  can  swear  I  heard 
him  order  to  fire  twice ;  think  Captain  Shortland 
I  was  in  front  of  the  .soldiers;  cannot  say  how  he 
[escaped  being  shot  more  than  myself.     I  heard 
no  shouting  among  the  prisoners  after  the  firing 
After  we  were  inside  No.  I  prison.  I  watched  an 
opportunity,   being  mad  at    being   pricked,  and 
Hung  a  Mone  myself  out  at  the  soldiers;  the  sol- 
diers had  fired  into  the  prison  before  I  did  so      I 
saw  no  stones  thrown,  nor  heard  any  abuse  after 
the  charge  and   before  the  firing;  but.  after  the 
faring,  the  prisoners  ran  into  the  yard,  and  sung 

out 


ii'Aimes  /<keves,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says-    I 

;j^-ng  to  prison  No.  1.    I  was  rather  grocr^y  that 

l^u"^L.*    ^'^*^  *  mulatto  man,  who  was'lrorr^v 

il^ejk  the  cjiain  which  fastened  the  gate  nSi' 

h      \ 


•fare,  and  be  damned,"  and  dared  them.  I  cried 
-fare,  and  be  damned,"  which  I  did  because 
I  was  mad  at  being  prickrd  for  nothing,  as  I 
thought.  Mr.  Magrath,  the  surgeon,  spoke  to  us 
and  desired  us  to  go  back  ;  he  said,  if  any  blame 
was  to  be  attributed  to  anybody  that  we  were  not 
sent  home.  It  was  not  owing  to  Captain  Short- 
Und  or  the  English  Government,  but  to  Mr 
Beasley.  Some  did  go  back  in  consequence,  and 
It  1  had  been  sober  I  should  probably  have  done 
so  too.  This  was  before  any  soldiers  were  in  the 
square. 

lyiUiam  Mitchell,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says- 
I  belonged  to  No.  1 ;  was  walking  in  the  yard,  as 
,  were  a  great  many  more,  it  being  very  fine;  did 
I  not  know  anything  particular  was  goin^r  on  I 
;saw  Nichols,  the  turnkey,  running  down,  and 
I  a  great  many  prisoners  with  him  singing  out 
j  "  keeno  ;  they  ran  out  of  curiosity,  to  see  what 
I  was  the  matter;  I  did  not  know  what  was  the 
matter.  About  this  time  I  heard  first  a  single 
musket,  and  alterwards  a  volley,  and  then  more. 
1  asked  what  was  the  matter  ?  And  was  told  some 
boys  had  made  a  hole  in  the  wall  of  No.  7  yard. 
I  said,  "what  do  they  fire  here  for?"  I  went  and 
helped  to  bhut  the  inner  gate  o(  No.  1.  and  said  we 
had  no  business  with  soloiers  there.  '  There  were 
not  above  thirty  prisoners  there  at  that  time.  The 
soldiers  came  in.     I  saw  two  officers,  and  spoke 
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to  one,  and  asked  hira  why  he  fired  upon  people 
who  made  no  resistance?  He  told  me  he  had 
been  through  the  hole  in  the  wall  himself.  Cap- 
tain Shortland  told  the  prisoners  to  go  to  their 
prisons.  The  soldiers  came  in,  charged  them  to 
their  pri.«ons,  and  wounded  several.  I  did  not 
hear  the  horn  or  the  alarm  bell.  The  prisoners 
do  not  usually  go  in  when  the  horn  first  sounds, 
till  the  turnkeys  come  down  and  tell  them  to  turn 
in  ;  they  first  go  and  lock  three  doors,  and  after- 
wards the  fourth  and  lasL 

George  Challacumb,  being  sworn,  says:  lam 
a  carter,  belonging  to  the  prison  establishment. 
I  went  to  Plymouth  on  the  6th  of  April  with 
a  letter;  I  overtook  a  man  named  Roberts  on 
the  road,  who  had  been  released  from  prison 
that  morning;  he  told  me  his  name  was  Roberts. 
I  entered  into  conversation  with  him  ;  he  said  he 
was  glad  he  was  released,  for  he  thought  that  in 
a  few  days  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  break 
out  of  prison.  I  asked  him  how  it  would  be  done  ? 
He  said  there  was  talk  among  the  ringleaders 
that  it  should  be  at  the  time  the  bread  wagons 
went  in,  when  the  iron  gates  were  open,  and  he 
feared  the  consequences  would  be  very  great;  he 
said  that  Slater  and  Jack  Crandall  were  ring- 
leaders of  the  whole.  I  did  not  mention  this  at 
Plymouth.  It  was  ten  o'clock  at  night  when  1 
returned,  and  then  the  affair  at  the  prison  had 
happened.  Next  morning  I  told  the  chief  clerk, 
Mr.  Holmden,  what  1  had  heard,  and  advised  him 
not  to  keep  both  gates  open  at  once.  (There  are 
on  the  books  two  such  names  as  Slater  and  Cran- 
dall.) 

Lot  Davis,  prisoner,  of  No.  5  prison,  being 
sworn,  says:  I  was  walking  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  hole  and  the  gale.  The  cook-house  of 
No.  G  was,  I  thought,  the  only  safe  place  from 
the  firing  ;  I  tried  to  get  into  No.  5,  but  could  not, 
and  remained  in  the  cook-house  until  next  morn- 
ing. I  heard  scattering  guns  firing  after  the  pris- 
oners were  all  running  away,  as  if  fired  at  single 
persons  crossing  the  yard. 

Sa/rtu^/ fiMf,  turnkey,  being  .sworn,  says:  On 
opening  the  door  from  the  railing  towards  the  re- 
ceiving house,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  April, 
about  half-past  seven  o'clock,  a  prisoner  said  to 
me,  "Well,  turnkey,  how  did  you  like  the  keeno 
yesterday  ?"  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  anything 
of  It,  having  been  away  ;  but,  from  what  I  heard, 
they  had  acted  very  improperly  ;  he  said,  "damn 
you,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  we  can  have  all  the 
bloody  walls  down."  I  turned  round,  and  the 
conversation  ended.  No  other  prisoners  joined 
in  these  expressions;  several  were  round,  waiting 
10  go  inio  the  receiving  house.  On  the  Gth  inst., 
in  the  evening,  when  all  was  quiet  after  the  affray. 
Mr.  Mercer,  who  assisted  in  the  dispensary,  said 
he  hoped  the  prisoners  would  not  attempt  any- 
thing again  ;  I  replied,  it  would  be  quite  madness, 
as  they  were  unarmed,  and  hoped  they  would  be 
reconciled.  He  said  it  might  be  different  if  they 
were  to  make  another  attempt,  as  they  would  not 
be  taken  by  surprise  again;  and  intimated,  as  I 
understood,  that  they  had  upwards  of  three  hund- 
red pistols  and  five  hundred  files,  which  I  under- 


I  stood  were  sharp  and  fastened  on  pieces  of  wood, 
and  enough  gunpowder  to  blow  up  the  walls.  I 
heard  the  next  day  a  prisoner  say,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  wall,  if  they  could  have  got  one  hund- 
red muskets,  they  would  have  been  better  pleased, 
or  would  have  done  better,  or  something  to  that 
effect. 

David  Spence  Warren,  prisoner,  being  sworn. 
(His  evidence   before   the  coroner   was  read  to 
him,  and  he  .'■aid  it  was  all  true,  and  that  he  had 
nothing  to  correct.)     I  was  within  seven  or  eight 
feet  of  Captain  Shortland  when  I  heard  him  give 
orders  to  fire;  I  was  inside  my  own  prison  yard, 
and  Captain  Shortland   was  close  to   the  gate; 
that  was  the  first  firing  I  heard  ;  there  had  beeo 
none  before.     Soldiers  had  broken  up  their  line 
when  Captain  Shortland  led  them  into  the  prison 
yard.   Captain  Shortland  was  at  the  head  of  them, 
in  front  of  them  all,  when  I  heard  him  tell  the  men 
to  fire.     They  did  not  fire  the  first  time  he  said 
'•fire;"  it  was  about  a  minute  afterwards  before 
they  fired.     He  said  'fire"  three  times;  the  last 
time  he  caught  hold  of  a  musket,  and  turned  it  to- 
wards a  man  standing  opposite  him.  saying.  '•  God 
damn  you,  fire."    I  cannot  swear  that  that  musket 
was  fired.     The  firing  commenced  at  first  by  one 
musket,  then  two,  and  afterwards  a  general  fire.  I 
am  sure  the  firing  did  not  begin   by  a  volley.     I 
am  sure  what  I  state  is  true.     There  had  been  no 
firing  before  I  saw  Captain  Shortland  take  hold 
of  the  musket ;  I  had  heard  none.    I  saw  no  pris- 
oners   have    hold    of  this  musket  at    the    time. 
Captain  Shortland,   when  he  told   them   to  fire, 
was  in   front;    one  soldier    be>ide    him.      They 
might  have  fired  at  his  side,  or  over  him,  with- 
out hurting  hira. 

Richard  Walker,  private  in  the  Derby  militia, 
being  sworn,  says:  I  was  one  of  the  south  guard 
on  the  evening  of  the  Gth;  I  was  in  the  market 
square  when  the  firing  began,  on  the  right  of  the 
north    guard  ;    when    it  began,   there   was  not  a 
prisoner  in  the  square  ;  when  the  soldiers  charged 
there   were  a  great  many  in;   cannot  say   h'ow 
many.     They  went  back  to  their  own  yard  di- 
rectly;  was  formed   nearly  on  a  line   with   the 
north  guard.      After  the  charge  the  prisoners  re- 
turned to  the  gate,  and   tried  to  force  it;  they 
made  a  great  noise,  and   used  very  abusive  lan- 
guage; they  did  not  come  back  into  the  market 
square.    I  heard  no  order  to  fire;  first  one  musket 
was  fired  ;  it  was  by  a  sentry  posted  at  the  bottom 
of  the  square,  in  consequence  of  the  prisoners  abus- 
ing him.    I  saw  this  ;  I  cannot  say  I  saw  the  pris- 
oners take  hold  of  his  musket.   I  .saw  them  throw 
no  stones  before,  but  after  it  was  fired  they  did; 
one  hit  me  on  the  arm.     I  might  not  have  seen  it 
had  the  pri.soners  caught  hold  of  his  musket.     It 
might   be   two   minutes  before   there  was  tiring 
again.     As  soon   as  the  prisoners   threw  stones, 
there   was   more  firing.     They  fired  several  to- 
gether, but  not  in  a  volley.     Do  not  recollect  I 
heard  any  order  to  fire.     Heard  several  call  out 
•*  fire,"  and  supposed  it  might  be  the  prisoners  who 
were  calling  ouL    I  heard  the  word   "fire'  re- 
peated, but  do  not  know  by  whom.     I  was  close 
enough  to  hear  the  prisoners  call  out.    Saw  Cap- 
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a^in,  up  to  the  gates,  to  see  what  was  the  mat- 
ter ;  they  ran  up  the  yard  ;  I  cried  out  that  night, 
as  I  went  down  the  yard,  "  Turn  in,  turn  in  ;  the 


jili563    j 

U\ <    

ar(f,iD   ShQi-tlaod  conae  down,  break  through   the 

{Sg^'Jard,  art]  order  them  to  cease  Bring ;  this  was 

l^viery  sooij  after  the  firinij  began.     He  called  out 

Cif  the  prioners,  '•  For,God's  sake,  men,  go  in.  go  j  alarm-bell    is  rung  to  assemble  all   the  depart- 

%ri(i."     TlK  soldiers  did  the  same.     Captain  Short- j  ment."      I  came  back   into  market  square,  and 

Cd^od  carols  down  the  square  from  behmd  the  line,  '  when  I  got  there,  there   was  a  firing,  and  a  cry 

^/tjroke  ihlough    tiie  guard,  and   ordered  them   to     *"--  •^-    ' —       '  '  . 

^i^ase  firitg-  I  did  not  know  where  he  was  before 
5the  firingl', 

R  H'lWiafw  Itard.  prirate  in  the  Derby  militia, 
Jpieing  swjrn.  says  :  I  was  not  in  the  market  square 
JTwIien  ih<  firing  began;  I  came  up  just  after. 
lRf*apiain  ;J»hortlaud.  after  it  had  continued  some 

jj'.jme,  can«>e  up,  and  ordered  the  soldiers  to  cease  [  but,  when  the  alarm-bell  rang,"they  called  out  to 
gtft-ing  ;  lli^y  immediately  ceased.  He  said  to  the  |  know  what  was  the  matter,  and  thronged  so 
rjprisoners.  "  For  God's  sake,  all  of  yuu  go  in  ;"  the  I  much  to  the  door  that  I  could  not  shut  it ;  I  pro- 
j^hoie  of  the  soldiers  said  the  same.  The  prison-  |  ceeded  towards  the  gate,  but,  bt  fore  I  reached  it 
^^  ran  uf  to  the  gaies  after  that  with  a  stronger  j  the  firing  commenced  ;  I  was  about  half-way  up 
S^rce  thai)  before,  making  a  great  noise,  but  not  !  the  yard  when  it  began  ;  hearing  a  ball  whizzing 
^§8uhiog,"ihe  soldiers.  Saw  no  stones  thrown.  |  by  me,  I  returned  to  the  end  of  the  prison,  and 
^l^hen  C;\p{ain  Shortland  gare  orders  to  cease  waited  some  lime,  till,  seeing  the  lamplighter  get 
•'jjring,  ih;y  did  so  immediately;  afterwards  the  over  the  wall  by  his  ladder,  I  thought  it  a  good 
^isooers^came  up   in   large   bodies;    there   was    opportunity  for  me  to  get  over  also,  and  did* so  ; 


dered  them   to    for  the   turnkeys  ;  I  came,  and  assisted  to  carry 
the  wounded  men  to  the  hospital. 

Daniel  McholU,  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says : 
I  was  in  prison  yard  No.  1,  to  lock  the  doors; 
the  horn  bad  done  sounding  before;  before  I 
came  to  the  first  door  to  lock  up,  the  alarm-bell 
rang  ;  the  prisoners  were  going  in  just  as  usual  ; 


j  u|ore   tirijjg;  I  did    not   see  any  prisoners  come    I  came   round   to  the    market    square;    Captain 
j-ijlo  the  :^uare  after  that.     I  do  not  know  who    Shortland  was  calling  for  turnkeys,  and  I  went 
iidered    jie   firing  afterwards;  I   heard  Captain     to  assist  in  carrying  the  wounded  to  the  hospital ; 
.c^hortlanl  order  the  soldiers  to  cea>e  firing;  he    the  firing  had  ceased  in  the  market  square  when 
\n  from  oehind  the  line  to  the  front,  and  held  up  i  I  reached  it ;    1  heard  much  firing  afterwards  in 
^«h  his  Jiands,  saying,  '"For  God's  sake,  cease  I  the  prison   yard  ;    when   I  came  to  lock  up   the 

second  time,  the  prisoners  threw  a  stone  at  me 


^    ti'iiliafi  \oms.  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says:   I 
'    ^*ns   not  }in   the  market  square  before  the  firing 


i  ■ 


from  No.  1,  and  the  sentry  then  fired  in  at  the 
door ;  I  do  not  know  who   the  sentry  was ;  they 


fttased.  I  came  into  the  front  yard,  and  was  told  shoved  the  door  to,  and  would  then  open  it  again, 
r^f  a  turntey  in  the  lodge  that  the  prisoners  had  and  throw  out  stones,  before  I  could  fasten  it ;  I 
jffiiade  a  hfeach.  I  ran  to  it,  and  some  soldiers  cannot  say  whether  the  door  was  open  when  the 
ij:4rae  to  rt-lieve  the  sentry  at  the  hole.  The  pris-  sentry  fired. 
^'P*'''^  we*  abusing  him.  and  daring  him  to  fire,  _Datid  Pitr 
y^tying  hii  orders  were  not  to  fire.  I  saw  Captain 
:ifi^ortlanJ  at  the  breach  ;  he  said  the  prisoners 
^iiust  ha^  some  bad  intention.  He  came  round 
i^jjr  the  m^itary  way  to  the  front  of  the  gate,  and 


i 


«9i;fdered  n,e  to  ring  the  alarm  bell,  which  I  did; 

R\t  was  tl»en  in  front  of  the  upper  gate,  between 
,  t!and  ther lodge  ;  this  was  previous  to  any  knowl- 
Jflge  of  tSe  bursting  the  gate.  When  I  had  rung 
^\ie  alarn(  bell,  I  went  to  the  military  way  ;  one 
■"*usket  w  IS  fired  first,  and  afterwards  there  was  a 
'oeral  fije ;  after  which  Captain  Shortland  and 
]me  officers  called  for  the  turnkeys;  Iran  through 
.Ujjeline;  fie  told  me  to  take  a  wounded  man  "to 
fjFje  hospiijal,  which  I  and  two  others  did.  I  re- 
^ijrned  touhe  market  square;  he  ordered  me  to 
Jliike  another;  he  was  dead.  I  took  him  to  the 
(trying  l|ouse. 


Kti 


W)tit  of  Nc,  1  ;  the  dead  man  I  found  in  the  square.  I  m   very  quietly  ;  had  locked  one  door,  and   ihen 

gl  .was  aftijrwards  •         ■ 

t^jounded.' 


The  wounded  man  was  brought 
dead  man  I  found  in  the  square, 
employed  in  carrying  away  the 

jv  John  Hjdd,  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says  :  I  blew 
;lje  hornffor  lucking  up,  on  the  evenin<T  of  the 
3|h  ;  blovj  it  always  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
pur ;  I  c^d  50  that  evening  ;  I  went  down  after- 
^  Mtrds  to  flock  up  No.  4  prison;  while  at  the 
i^oors  of  It,  I  heard  the  alarm-bell  ring;  as  soon 
ijBi^  the  prisoners  hear  the  horn,  they  generally  be- 
tk/D  to  go  in  ;  they  did  so  that  nighi;  they  were 
;^^ing  m5)   No.  4  quite  fast ;   they  rushed  out 

V- 


more,  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says: 
The  first  I  heard  of  the  affair  was  a  call  for  the 
guard  ;  I  went  to  the  lodge,  when  Captain  Short- 
land  ordered  the  alarm-bell  to  be  rung  ;  I  staid 
at  the  top  of  the  yard  till  I  heard  a  call  for  the 
turnkeys,  and  I  theu  assisted  in  carrying  away 
the  wounded  men;  was  at  the  lodge  before  the 
alarm-bell  rang;  I  saw  the  soldiers  charging  the 
prisoners  back  ;  they  drove  them  out  under  the 
platform  ;  saw  the  first  firing  ;  several  prisoners 
rushed  into  the  square  before  the  charge;  I  do 
not  think  there  were  any  in  the  square  before  the 
alarm-bell  rang  ;  afterwards  a  gate  was  open,  and 
they  were  coming  through. 

John  French,  turnkey  of  prison  No.  3,  being 
sworn,  says  :  I  was  going  to  lock  up  as  usual  on 
the  evening  of  the  sixth,  after  the  horn  had  sound- 
ed ;  1  was  in  the  yard;  the  prisoners  were  going 


heard  the  alarm-bell  ;  the  prisoners  asked  what 
was  the  matter;  I  said  I  did  not  know;  1  con- 
tinued locking  up,  and  locked  three  door^;  this 
went  on  till  the  firing  began;  I  stood  at  the  end 
of  the  prison,  and  then  got  over  the  wall  by  the 
lamplighter's  ladder;  I  did  not  see  the  prisoners 
come  out  of  No.  3  after  the  firing  began  ;  came 
round  to  the  market  square  ;  the  firing  was  then 
over  there  ;  after  assisting  to  carry  the  wounded 
to  the  hospital.  I  went  to  lock  up  No.  3 ;  the  sol- 
diers fired  iQ  the  door  of  that  prisoo  ;  1  told  the 
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prisoners  to  go  in  ;  they  were  in  the  doorway, 
and  I  touched  them  slightly  with  my  band,  telling 
them  to  go  in  and  let  me  shut  the  door,  or  the  sol- 
diers would  fire;  one  of  the  soldiers  touched  one 
With  his  bayonet,  and  advised  the  same,  or  they 
should  fire  ;  one  man  told  him  he  might  fire  and 
be  damned;  immediately  an  order  was  given  to 
fire  by  somebody  behind — whether  by  an  officer 
or  non-commissioned  officer,  I  do  not  know,  and 
several  muskets  were  fired  into  the  open  door, 
(I  cannot  say  how  many.)  upon  which  I  saw 
some  prisoners  drop;  do  not  know  who  ordered 
to  fire  ;  sentries  said  to  them,  "  If  you  do  not  go 
in  we  must  fire  on  you  ;"  they  said  '  Fire  and 
be  damned;"  I  believe  only  one  said  so;  there 
were  many  soldiers  about  the  door;  cannot  say 
whether  the  soldiers  could  have  driven  them 
back  by  their  bayonets,  without  firing,  so  as  to 
have  enabled  me  to  shut  the  door;  the  soldiers 
were  about  eight  feet  from  the  door  when  they 
fired  ;  I  was  in  front,  and  got  back  as  quick  as  1 
could,  and  bent  down  as  they  fired. 

James  Carley.  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says:  I 
came  to  the  front  of  the  iron  gate  in  the  military 
walk;  saw  Captain  Shortland  coming  from  the 
barracks  with  soldiers;  he  made  a  halt  at  the 
blacksmith's  shop;  I  saw  prisoners  rushing  to- 
wards the  gate  No.  1.  between  the  two  railings; 
they  sang  out  "keeno;"'  I  ordered  out  the  bread 
wagon,  then  in  the  market  square;  I  opened  the 
gate  for  the  purpose;  as  soon  as  the  wagon  was 
out  I  heard  a  bar  knock  against  No.  1  gate;  I 
called  out  to  Captain  Shoriland  that  the  prison- 
ers were  breaking  out;  he  vient  down  with  the 
military  with  both  his  hands  in  his  breeches 
pockets;  the  prisoners  were  rushing  out.  but  I 
could  not  >ee  how  many  there  were,  the  military 
being  between  them  aud  me.  I  staid  till  I  heard 
a  cry  for  the  turnkeys;  went  down  to  assist  in 
carrying  the  wounded;  I  saw  a  charge,  but  do 
not  know  whether  it  made  the  prisoners  go  back. 
Samuel  Morgan,  turnkey  of  No.  7,  being  sworn, 
says:  After  the  horn  had  sounded  I  was  in  Nos. 
5  and  7  yards,  going  to  lock  up.  No  door  was 
locked  when  the  alarm-bell  rang.  VVhen  1  first 
went  into  the  yard  there  was  a  great  crowd  of 
prisoners  round  a  hole  in  the  wall ;  as  I  passed  by 
they  sang  out  '"  keeno,"  and  they  and  others  in 
the  yard  ran  towards  the  railings,  near  the  market 
square;  about  this  time  there  were  nearly  seven 
or  eight  hundred  prisoners  in  the  yard  ;  many  be- 
longed to  other  yards;  I  took  no  notice.  When 
I  got  to  the  rook  house  the  bell  rang;  they  asked 
me  what  was  the  matter;  I  said  I  did  not  know; 
I  passed  on.  and  when  I  had  shut  one  door  I 
heard  a  firing;  the  prisoners  seemed  to  retreat 
then.  I  got  over  the  railings  into  the  military 
way  by  the  lamplighter's  ladder.  There  were 
then  three  doors  of  the  prison  open.  I  saw  no 
stones  thrown  by  the  prisoners,  being  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  yard,  where  there  was  uo  tumult.  I 
came  round  to  the  market  square  wiien  the  firing 
was  over;  only  a  few  muskets  were  fired  after- 
wards; but  did  not  see  any  while  I  was  in  the 
military  walk.  I  saw  the  sentries  fire  from  the 
ramparls.     I   thea   helped    to   carry    away    the 


wounded,  seeing  others  do  so.  After  locking  up 
prison  No.  7,  which  I  did  without  difficulty,! 
went  to  No.  1,  to  shut  up,  and,  when  putting  one 
of  the  doors  to,  stones  were  thrown  out  ;  f  was 
struck  by  one  on  the  breast,  and  by  one  on  the 
chin;  I  was  pulling  the  inside  door  to;  no  mus- 
kets were  fired  into  it  then. 

William  Wakeltn,  turnkey  of  No.  5,  bein» 
sworn,  says:  I  had  locked  three  doors  of  No.  5, 
when  I  heard  a  great  noise,  and  the  word  '•  keeno" 
several  times.  On  entering  the  prison  yard  there 
was  a  great  body  of  prisoners  between  prison  No. 
7  and  the  barrack  wall,  round  where  the  bole 
was;  there  were  not  more  than  usual  round  the 
railing.  As  usual,  some  prisoners  were  going  in, 
and  some  kept  coming  out:  there  was  nothing 
unusual  in  their  manner  at  the  bottom  of  the 
yard.  I  was  coming  up  towards  where  the  noise 
was,  when  a  bullet  hissed  by  close  to  me.  I  then 
ran  towards  the  ramparts  to  get  out  of  the  way. 
I  got  over  the  wall  by  the  lamplighter's  ladder; 
then  I  came  round  to  the  market  square,  where 
I  saw  the  soldiers  drawn  up  in  ranks.  I  went 
down  and  heard  Captain  Shortland  call  out  for 
the  turnkeys.  1  assisted  to  carry  the  wounded. 
The  prisoners  brought  a  wounded  man  from  No. 
1.  and  insisted  on  carrying  him  up  themselves; 
Captain  Shortland  ordered  them  to  go  back,  but, 
as  they  refused,  he  put  cut  his  hand,  and  pushed 
one  of  them,  without  using  violence;  they  would 
not  go,  and  the  ^oldiers  were  obliged  to  charge 
on  them  ;  one  man  pulled  open  his  clothes,  and 
challenged  them  to  fire;  Captain  Shortland  push- 
ed him,  but  it  was  not  with  violence.  This  man 
was  very  turbulent;  his  name  is  James  Reeves. 
Afterwards  I  went  to  lock  up  No.  5;  then  all 
was  quiet,  and  the  prisoners  were  all  away  from 
the  door. 

Richard  Arnold,  turnkey,  being  sworn  :  (His 
evidence  before  the  coroner  was  read  to  him. 
and  he  said  it  was  all  perfectly  correct.)  Cap- 
tain Shortland,  at  the  time  of  the  first  fire,  was 
in  front  of  the  line  of  soldiers,  and  a  was  almost 
impossible  for  him,  had  they  fired  a  volley,  to 
escape  death  himself.  He  was  persuading  the 
prisoners  to  go  back  when  I  told  Captain  Short- 
land  they  were  making  a  hole  in  t.he  wall;  be 
told  me  to  call  the  guard,  but  did  not  use  any 
oath,  nor  did  he  blame  me  for  not  telling  him  of 
it  before. 

John  Arnold,  steward  at  the  contractor's  store 
for  the  prisoners  in  health,  being  sworn.  (His 
evidence  before  the  coroner  was  read  to  him.  and 
he  said  it  was  correct,  and  that  he  had  nothing 
material  to  add  to  it.) 

Stephen  Hall,  turnkey,  being  sworn:  (His 
evidence  before  the  coroner  was  read  to  him, 
and  he  said  it  was  correct.)  One  of  the  iron 
bars  mentioned  therein  was  bent ;  the  bars  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  some  of  those  from  the 
railings. 

John  Tozer.  being  sworn.  (His  evidence  be- 
fore the  coroner  was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  it 
was  correct,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to  add 
to  it.) 
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iPIenry  It^oe.  plumber  and  glazier  at  the  prison 

^blishmept,  being  sworn,  says :  1  saw  the  sen- 

.,jj8i  the  l^each  charge  down  his  musket,  and 

j)y*ral  stones  thrown  at  him.  while  he  kept  tell- 

t|ihe  prisoners  he  must  fire.  I  was  then  on 
•south  nuard  platform.  I  went  to  the  plat- 
/^:jrh,  at  ihe>foot  of  the  market  square,  and  saw 
ajtopl  six  oi^seven  hundred  prisoners  at  the  hole; 
a^i  presently  ihey  sung  out  "keeno,"  and  ran 
t^Wrds  thf  railing;  they  rushed  in  under  the 
rtljijform.  Seeing  this,  I  left  the  platform,  and 
^k4  going  pp  the  market  square;  before  I  was 
\U^f-way  uj»  1  heard  them  knocking  the  chain  of 
Plp.U  gate.  Jwhich  soon  burst  open,  and  a  great 
i,4r^ber(I  -jannot  say  how  many,  but  suppose 
a,  |jut  five  o«six  hundred)  rushed  mio  the  square, 
lyifl  not  sC' Captain  Shortland  or  Ihe  soldiers 
cJiiEJe  into  i!|e  square.     The  prisoners  had  broken 

was  done  before 
rang  after  I  left 

...         ^    ,  c- — : •  he  does  remem- 

bij  io  have  '"old  Captain  Shortland  that  the  gate 
v(|4s:  burst;  Captain  Shortland  was  then  in  the 
nifijtary  wajk,  near  the  turnkeys'  lodge,  stand- 
jalone,  \^iihout  the  guard;  he  did  not  hear 
order  in  consequence.  It  might  be 
so  before  Captain  Shortland  went 

.,-  '•^• 

^^cihn  MUf^U,  clerk  to  Captain  Shortland.  be- 
ii|-  f  worn  :  y  His  evidence  before  the  coroner  was 
r^cf«to  him,iand  he  said  that  it  was  correct,  and 
h^lyid  only  fo  add  as  follows  :) 

WThile   I  hras  on  the  platform  observing  the 
iciners  thri)Wing  peat  at  each  other,  as  I  stated 
|lje  depostiion,  between  the  wall  and  the  iron 
f>i»«gt<,   I   (fberved   a    great    body   of   prisoners 
tCKi  the  pliice  where  the  breach  was,  but  they 
so  numferous  that  I  could  not  see  what  was 
J.     Wh^n  I  went  with   the   turnkeys  to  re- 
JM  the  wc«jnded,  I  observed  Captain  Shortland 
jrrtiog  hinjself  as  much  as  a  man  could  do  for 
knfi,  and  ip    having  them  conveyed  to  the  hos- 
l{il;  he  dejired  me  to  procure  turnkeys  to  re- 
^ve  a  wou  ided  man  who  was  sitting  in  a  sen- 
,box,  and  jlesired  me  to  exert  myself  as  much 
a.<  iJossible  aj  having  the  wounded  removed  ;  the 
c  ;i  of  the  m»iitary  lor  the  keys  Nos.  5  and  7  was 
fr  «p    those  -7ho   had   not   been  active,  and   ap- 
p^*»d  to  m?  to  proceed  from  anxiety  to  secure 
'^^.»  prisoners*  not  from  any  vindicliveness  :  this 
;y  did  noifire  while  I  was  in  the  yard  with 
t)fH,  they  called  for  the  keys  for  the  purpose  of 
'itling  up  ijie  prisoners. 

^^ert  Ilotmden,  first  clerk  to  Captain  Short- 
I-  hieing  jBworn:    (His   evidence    before    the 
was  lead  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  cor 


laij,;  bein^ 
ccAojier  wa 


reit.i     I   savf  a  ^reat   body  of  prisoners  at  The 
brf»<*h;  the  i|fisoters  had  broken  the  aate  of  No, 


l.jpoxtlhe  E^arket  square,  before  the'alarm-beU 
rakgj  I  was -with  Captain  Shortland  when  the 
r^jptt  of  it  ^as  made  to  him;  it  was  made  by 
Hkp<y  Row;';  whereupon  Captain  Shortland 
v/^ojwas  a  g^eat  deal  agitated,  said,  •'  Where  are 
7here  shall  we  get  help?"  and  1 
the  alarm-bell,  which  was  done. 


4'-, 


uards  ? 
ed  ring, 


Robert  McFarlane,  assistant  surgeon,  being 
sworn.  (His  evidence  before  the  coroner  being 
read  to  him.  he  said  it  was  all  correct.) 

John  Bennett,  store  clerk,  being  sworn,  says  :  I 
was  at  the  breach;  the  prisoners  were  using  very 
abusive  language.  I  saw  no  stones  thrown.  I 
proceeded  down  the  military  walk;  I  was  very 
near  Captain  Shortland,  near  the  blacksmith's 
shop  in  the  military  way  ;  several  people  reported 
to-  Captain  Shortland  that  the  prisoners  were 
forcing  the  gale,  and  he  then  ordered  the  alarm- 
bell  to  be  rung ;  he  went  into  the  square  7/iih  the 
guard  ;  I  heard  Captain  Shoriland  tell  the  prison- 
"ers  in  the  market  square  to  go  back  to  their  dif- 
ferent prisons,  and  say  how  sorry  he  should  be  to 
use  force  ;  he  remonstrated  with  them  ;  this  seem- 
ed to  have  no  other  eflect  than  to  produce  the 
most  infamous  language  from  them ;  some  minutes 
after  a  musket  went  off,  and  soon  after  many 
others;  I  was  then  so  near  Captain  Shortland 
that  I  am  sure  I  should  have  heard  it  had  he 
given  orders  to  fire,  but  I  did  not,  nor  did  I  hear 
an  order  from  anybody.  I  did  not  see  the  charge. 
I  heard  Captain  Shortland  order  the  soldiers  to 
advance.  Captain  Shortland  said,  in  my  hearing : 
'•My  good  fellows,  go  to  your  different  prisons,  or 
the  miliiary  must  do  their  duty."  I  suppose  the 
prisoners  in  the  square  must  have  exceeded  some 
hundreds  when  Captain  Shortland  went  in  with 
the  guards. 

Ueorge  Magratk,  surgeon  of  the  hospital,  be- 
ing sworn  :  (His  evidence  before  the  coroner  was 
read  to  him,  and  he  said  he  had  nothing  to  add 
to  it,  but  felt  It  his  duty  to  say :) 

As  some  imputation  of  inebriety  has  been 
made  against  Captain  Shortland,  I  think  it  justice 
to  say,  that,  having  observed  him  on  the  evening 
of  the  6tb,  no  man  could  be  more  free  from  it; 
and  from  my  acquaintance  with  him,  and  with 
his  general  habits  in  his  family,  I  do  not  think 
any  man  can  be  more  abstemious.  I  should  con- 
sider It  equally  incumbent  on  me,  as  imputations 
of  barbarity  have  been  made  against  him,  to  say 
that,  whenever  I  had  occasion,  as  often  happened' 
to  make  representations  to  him  of  any  arrange- 
ment calculated  for  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  prisoners,  he  has  always  adopted  it  with  great 
alacrity,  and  shown  every  disposition  to  do  every- 
thing for  their  welfare. 

George  Holland,  bugler  of  the  Derby  militia, 
being  sworn,  says :  I  recollect  sounding  the  bugle 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  in  consequence  of  the 
prisoners  breaking  the  wall;  several  officers  of 
the  Somerset  passing  backwards  and  forwards  in 
the  military  way  said  the  prisoners  were  breaking 
down  the  wall,  and  were  breaking  out  of  the 
gates  and  getung  out,  and  every  person  would  be 
killed,  and  told  me  on  that  account  to  sound  a 
fire  on  the  bugle,  which  I  did  ;  before  this,  a  con- 
siderable time,  there  had  been  firing,  and  I  am 
sure  not  four  men  would  have  known  anything 
about  the  sounds  of  the  bugle  if  they  were  asked 
now. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  8  o'clock. 
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Dartmoor  Pbison  or  Wab, 

Monday,  April  24,  1815. 

Met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  8  o'clock. 

Present:  Paul  Treby  Treby,  Esq. 

John  CoUard,  sergeant  in  the  first  Somerset 
miliiia,  being  sworn,  says:  I  was  on  the  north 
guard,  commanded,  on  the  evening  of  the  6ih,  by 
Lieutenant  Avelyn.  Some  one  belonging  to  the 
department  came  and  told  me  to  call  out  my 
guard,  saying,  'Fall  in  your  guard  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  march  it  up  to  the  west  yard,"  and  that 
that  guard  was  going  to  the  barrack  yard  where 
the  breach  was.  I  fell  in  the  guard,  and  marched 
them  up  opposite  the  west  guard,  where  I  halted 
them  ;  was  not  there  long  before  Captain  Short- 
land  came  up;  he  ordered  me  to  take  the  guard 
lo  the  market  square  and  form  it  across ;  had  seen 
nothing  before  this  of  what  had  passed.  On  en- 
tering ihe  market  square,  I  heard  a  chain  rattle 
at  gate  No.  1,  on  the  left  hand  side.  I  formed  the 
guard  acro.ss  the  sfjuare;  the  guard  was  at  the 
west  guard-house  belore  the  alarm-bell  rang;  it 
rang  a  little  at  first,  stopped,  and  then  I  heard 
Captain  Shortland  order  it  to  be  rung  again.  This 
was  before  we  went  into  the  square;  it  was  not 
rung  again  till  we  were  going  in.  I  observed  two 
or  three  prisoners  come  out  of  gate  No.  1,  from 
the  prison  yard,  just  as  I  entered  the  market-gate; 
a  greater  number  had  entered  before  the  guard 
torraed  ;  whilst  it  was  forming  I  ordered  the  two 
sentries  in  front  of  the  railings  at  the  bottom,  and 
ihe  two  on  the  platform  above,  to  leave  their 
posts  and  join  the  guard  ;  they  were  all  that  were 
at  those  situations.  As  soon  as  they  heard  me 
thus  order,  the  prisoners  began  to  cry  out  "keeno," 
and  rushed  into  the  square  in  as  great  numbers  as 
they  possibly  could,  through  the  gate  which  had 
been  broken.  By  the  time  I  had  formed  ray  guard 
they  came  up  m  great  numbers,  close  to  us,  on 
our  left  ilank  ;  the  guard  gave  way  on  the  left, 
where  it  was  weakest,  and  where  the  prisoners 
made  the  greatest  efforts  to  pass  ;  the  soldiers  were 
then  at  the  shoulder,  when  the  guard  gave  way. 
Captain  Shortland  ordered  it  to  charge  ;  he  told 
off  about  fifteen  file  himself,  whom  he  ordered  to 
charge  ;  repealed  it  two  or  three  times  before  they 
did  ;  they  endeavored  to  drive  them  back,  but  did 
not  charge  the  same  as  they  would  an  enemy  ;  if 
they  had  they  must  have  killed  scores  of  them, 
as  every  bayonet  would  have  told;  they  tried  to 
drive  them  back  without  committing  murder ;  the 
right  of  the  guard  did  not  charge  ;  we  drove  them 
back  about  half  the  ground  they  had  gained  in 
the  square.  I  was  in  the  rear  of  the  charging 
party  ;  only  the  fifteen  file  told  off  charged  in  this 
way  at  first;  the  prisoners  then  began  to  throw 
stones  at  us  in  great  numbers  from  within  the 
railings  and  from  the  market  square  ;  there  were 
some  scores  still  in  the  market  square;  they  were 
hurraing  at  the  same  time.  An  order  was  then 
given  to  fire  on  them  ;  I  heard  ihe  word  given  to 
tire  by  some  one;  I  think  the  word  given  was  in 
ray  rear ;  we  were  in  great  confusion  ;  I  was  then 
in  the  rear  of  the  soldiers;  the  prisoners  were 
crying  out -fire;"  1  could  not  then  see  Captain 
Shoriland;  1  did  not  look  out  for  him;  I  had 
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something  else  to  think  of  when  the  order  to  fire 
was  given  ;  two  or  three  men  fired  ;  immediately 
they  obeyed  the  order;  one  musket  was  dis- 
charged first,  and  one  or  two  very  soon  after. 
When  these  were  discharged  I  did  not  see  any 
man  killed,  or  any  one  hurt  among  the  prisoners- 
I  think  the  soldiers  fired  over  their  heads;  then 
some  prisoner  or  prisoners  said,  "  You  buggers, 
why  do  you  not  fire?  you  have  nothing  but  blank 
cartridges."  Afterwards  the  firing  became  gen- 
eral, and  the  prisoners  were  driven  into  the  yard. 
I  heard  no  word  of  command  for  the  second 
firing  ;  the  firing  was  not  in  a  volley,  but  in  small 
numbers  at  a  time.  There  was  no  general  return 
of  the  prisoners  from  the  yard  after  the  firing  had 
taken  place;  they  could  not  stand  the  firing; 
they  could  not  come  without  being  murdered, 
the  whole  of  them  ;  they  did  not  rally  after  the 
firing  became  general.  I  do  not  know  how  long 
the  firing  continued;  but  after  it  had  gone  on 
some  time  the  prisoners  dispersed  into  their  yards; 
then  Captain  Shortland  ordered  the  firing  to 
cease.  1  am  sure  he  did.  He  put  up  his  hands, 
and  said  '"  cease  firing,"  giving  it  as  a  word  of 
command  ;  it  then  ceased  generally  in  the  market 
place.  As  soon  as  possible  a  party  of  soldiers 
was  ordered  into  the  prison  yards  loturn  the  pris- 
oners into  their  different  prisons.  I  know  nothing 
of  what  happened  afterwards  in  the  prison  yard, 
as  I  remained  in  the  square  with  the  rest  of  the 
guard.  I  afterwards  heard  some  firing  in  the 
yard,  but  paid  no  attention  to  it.  I  think  the 
firing  must  have  ceased  from  the  ramparts  soon 
after,  otherwise  some  of  our  soldiers  in  the  yard 
must  have  been  shot.  The  general  tenor  of  the 
prisoners'  conduct  was  riotous.  Many  of  our 
men  were  much  hurt  by  the  stones  thrown,  but 
not  so  as  to  be  disabled  from  doing  duty.  I  am 
satisfied,  in  my  own  mind,  that,  without  the  firing, 
the  prisoners  could  not  have  been  driven  back. 
Had  we  charged  on  them  like  an  enemy,  we 
must  have  killed  a  great  nnmber;  every  bayonet 
must  have  killed  one  or  more  prisoners,  they  be- 
ing so  thick.  The  number  of  soldiers  in  the 
square,  at  the  first  firing,  was  about  fifty-four,  ex- 
clusive of  sergeants  ;  our  guard  was  about  thirty- 
eight,  and  there  were  about  fourteen  of  the  west 
guard.  I  cannot  say  how  many  came  in  after- 
wards. The  whole  regiment  assembled  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  alarm  ;  no  officer  gave  orders 
to  cease  firing  before  Captain  Shortland;  bad 
there  been  such  an  order,  it  wonld  have  been 
obeyed. 

Stephen  Laplhom,  private  in  the  first  Somer- 
set militia,  being  sworn,  says:  I  was  on  the 
north  guard  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  ;  went  into 
the  market  square  with  it;  when  I  first  went  in 
I  saw  two  or  three  prisoners  in  the  square  near 
No.  1  gate  ;  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  came  in 
afterwards,  while  we  were  forming;  they  pressed 
up  very  near  the  military  ;  some  of  the  military 
were  ordered  to  charge,  which  was  done;  some 
prisoners  went  back  in  consequence,  but  others 
were  coming  through  the  gate  upon  us.  Before 
the  firing  began  they  had  never  been  entirely 
driven  out  of  the  square.     I  heard  an  order  given 
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i^re,  but  (lo  not 
irn  the  rig|it  in  front; 


know  who  gave  it;  it 
I  was  on  the  left. 


came 
I  did 
see  Captain  Shortland  at  this  time;  I  cannot 
whose  V')ice  it  was  ;  am  not  sure  whether  it 
s  from  th^  prisoners  or  the  military.    The  firing 
tn  immediately  from  about  (he  centre;  it  did 
begin  b\j  one  musket,  but  by  several  together, 
n  the  ^fing  began.  I  was  ar  the  charge  ;  two 
ners  seiied  my  bayonet,  and  tried  fo  twist  it 
I  do  nc*  know  who  they  were.     I  told  them 
il^t  go  ;  1,'jey  said  they  would  not,  adding.  *■  fire, 
be  danjned."     I  got   myself  in  danger,  and 
.<; obliged  io  fire  to  get  my  musket  released  ;  I 
po  ;  but  ipere  were  upwards  of  twenty  fired  he- 
rn ine  ;  >iwa  great  quantity  of  stones  thrown 
e  my  fi!?ng;  while  we  were  at  the  charge  the 
>«ners  ihi^-w  them  till  the  last ;  one  man  stooped 
fp-ick   up  his   cap,  which,  I  believe,  had   been 
«5ked  off  ty  a  stone  ;  this  was  before  any  firing. 
not   th'iik   the   prisoners  would    have   been 
,"ven   back -without  firing;  as   they  continued 
'f^ing  on,jCaptain  Shortland  was  persuading 
't^  to  retire,  but  ihey  would  not.  saying  they 
vat|r^  not  pri^iners  of  war.     I  heard  Major  JoUiff 
g  fe»orders  li  cease  iiring  before  they  were  driven 
irw)Jthe  prison  yard,  and  before  the  firing  ceased 
he  markfi 

came*down;  he    was   not  there   at   first. 


t. 


irCJKe  raarktf  square.     I  think  he  did   so  as  soon 
a^lje  came*down;  he    was   not  there 
l>ties  were|hrown.  and  the  firing  continued  in 


c<S!<?quencejaner  this  order.     I  also  heard  sev- 

eijl 'voices  i\Y   "cease  firing,"   but  cannot   say 

ame  from    the   military  or    from 


Wj^iher   the-,  came  fro 

tl<?  prisoners.: 

^.lliam  C^fford,  private  in  the  Somerset  mili- 
[l^ing  sw«irn  :  (His  evidence  before  the  coro- 
fwas  rea^to  him.  and  he  said  it  was  all  cor- 

[lieard  Ca'^tain  Shortland  say  "'cease  firing,'- 
JU-:  a  few  *oinutes  after  it  began;  he  put  his 
}(l  up  by  way  of  signal,  and  said  so ;  I  do  not 
ki^w  who  g^ve  the  word  to  fire  ;  I  did  not  see 
w^'^r'e  Captnin  Shortland  was  when  the  order 
wii  given  t«  fire  ;  I  think  he  had  just  gone  to- 
Wkg(^  the  len.  and  the  word  appeared  to  me  to 
ccSei  from  ipe  right,  therefore  I  think  it  could 
H(M  have  be-^n  he  who  gave  it  ;  I  did  not  hear 
fiifi  one  musket  discharged;  the  firing  at  first 
;in>,>t.'  have  bf>.'n  in  the  air.  otherwise  there  must 
haWe.'been  m>re  prisoners  hurt.  Captain  Short- 
Iflftiiwas  rui^ning  up  and  down  when  the  word 
y^l  ^iven  to  ire  ;  I  heard  no  order  given  by  any 
tc^ly-else  than  Captain  Shortland  to  cease  firin<»; 
I  O  not  knotjr  that  it  would  have  ceased  had  or- 
litiLfjbeen  gjVen  ;  the  prisoners  were  throwinor 
5tu*)^s  and  biicks  continually  ;  the  firing  ceased 
fo  ja^ few  miiiutes.  after  Captain  Shortland  had 
or  ]t:|ed  it  to  ^ease  ;  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners 
w  ^  fuch  thfQt  it  made  us  afraid,  from  the  stones 
.thVvt'n  ;  ant}  I  do  not  think  they  could  have  been 
dfitt^n  back  jV«rithout  the  firing.  Had  orders  been 
gi  -ii^  by  anybody  else  to  cease  tiring,  it  might 
;n'  iliave  bee^»  heard,  from  the  noise. 

i)in  SoaiAem,  private  in  the  Derby  militia, 
b<  jij  sworn  iiays:  I  was  one  of  the  south  guard 
0  {ftjie  even^g  of  the  Gth  ;  was  one  of  those 
h  Jsjed  acrosiji  the  square  on  the  right  of  the  north 
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r  guard  ;  I  .'•aw  the  prisoner.s  charged  down  nearly 
_  to  the  railings ;  our  guard  charsed  down  to  the 
railings  after  the  north  guard.  We  went  close  to 
the  railings;  my  bayonet  touched  them;  when 
we  got  there,  the  prisoners  began  throwing  stones; 
we  stepped  back  a  few  paces,  being  so  near  the 
railings;  one  stone  struck  me  on  the  right  side; 
it  almost  knocked  me  down  ;  I  should  have  fallen 
had  not  a  man  kept  me  up;  just  then  the  firing 
commenced;  after  some  time  of  firing  Captain 
Shortland  came  in  front,  and  said,  holding  his 
hands  up,  "  For  God's  sake,  men.  cease  firing- 
cease  firing."  He  went  near  to  the  railings;  I 
and  several  others  called  to  him.  "  Come  back,  it 
IS  almost  dusk  ;"  he  said  •' You  know  me,  men; 
do  cease  firing;"  but  several  muskets  were  dis- 
charged after  this.  Captain  Shortland  was  not 
near  me  when  it  commenced  ;  I  did  not  see  him  ; 
the  order  to  fire  was  given  at  the  left,  and  it 
passed  through  the  ranks  one  after  another,  say- 
ing 'fire,  fire,"  but  there  was  so  much  noise  and 
shouting  by  the  prisoners,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  say  who  gave  the  word;  I  believe  I  was 
the  sixth  or  seventh  file  from  the  right;  I  re- 
mained in  the  market  square;  I  do  not  know 
what  passed  in  the  prison  yard  ;  I  heard  no  officer 
before  Captain  Shortland  say  "cease  firing;"  but 
a  few  seconds  afterwards  some  officers  did.  I  did 
not  see  any  prisoners  in  the  market  square  when 
the  firing  began,  but  they  were  behind  the  rail- 
ings under  the  platform,  throwing  stones  ;  I  could 
not  see  about  gate  No.  1,  there  being  seniry  boxes 
between. 

LieiUeuant  Acelyn,  of  il\e  first  Somerset  militia, 
being  sworn,  says :  I  commanded  the  north  guard 
on  the  evening  of  the  6ih  ;  I  came  into  the  market 
square   witli   Captain   Shortland;    the    prisoners 
had  burst  No.  1  gate,  and  were   rushing   through 
in   a  great  crowd  when   we  went   in,   so   that  I 
thought   tiie  whole   of  them  were   coming   out  ; 
Captain  Shortland  went  forward  to  speak  to  theno. 
I   heard  him   saying    'My   good   fellows,  do  go 
back;"  I  did  hear  him  say  that,  but  the  prisoners 
were  making  so  much  noise  that  1  could  not  dis- 
tinguish much  of  what  he  said  ;  he  also  called  to 
me  noi  to  suffer  the  prisoners   to  come   too   near 
my  guard;  they  were  then  pressing  forward  in  a 
very  threatening  manner;  the  guard  was  farmed 
across  the  square,  about  the   middle;   my  guard 
was  then  about  thirty-eight  men,  and  there  were 
some  others;  the  prisoners  were  so  pressing  on 
my  guard,  that  many  on  the  left  fell  back  several 
paces,  in  order  that  they  might  not  come  too  near 
them;   they  were  then  not  close  up  to  the  wall, 
but  I  made  ihem  form  close  up  afterwards;  the 
left  of  my  guard  charged,  and  1  was  with  them, 
driving  the  prisoners  back;  they  did  not  charge 
by  my  order,  nor  did   I   hear  Captain  Shortland 
order  it;  I  considered  myself  under  Capt.  Short- 
land's  orders ;  had  I  been  alone,  I  certainly  would 
have  charged  the  prisoner.s  long  before,  or   rather 
have  fired,  conceiving  it  to  be  necessary  from  the 
threatening  manner  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  great 
body  of  them  which  was  coming  up,  and   could 
soon  have  surrounded  my  guard.     They  were  not 
quite  driven  out  of  the  square  by  the  charge;  it 
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was  during  this  charge  that  I  heard  the  first  mus- 
ket fired  ;  I  could  not  see  where  it  was  fired  from, 
not  being  near  enough,  and    being  so   much  en- 
gaged  in   driving  the   prisoners   back;  it  was.  I 
think,  to  my  right ;  at  the  first  there  was  a  single 
shot,   and    almost   instantly  after  several  others 
were  fired  ;  I  heard  no  distinct  order  to  fire  ;  many 
of  the  prisoners  were  crying  out   to  fire,  and  de- 
fying the  soldiers ;  I  was  very  near  Captain  Short- 
land  at  the  time,  and  think   I  should  have  heard 
him  had  he  given  the  order;  I  heard  no  distinct 
order   at  first,  or  at  any  time,  to  fire;  Captain 
Shortland  was  then  near  gate  No.  1,  to  the  left, 
in  front  of  the  soldiers,  and  it  would   have   been 
madness  in  him  to  have  given  the  order  in   that 
situation.     I  was  in  front  when  the   firing  com- 
menced, and  retired   into   the   rear   for   my  own 
safely;  the  prisoners  retreated  on  the  firing  taking 
place;   I  gave  orders  to  cease  firing  after   some 
time;  my  guard  thee  ceased,  and  I  went  to  the 
front  of  the  men;  I  did  not  hear  anybody  el.se 
give  order.^  to  cease  firing  before  myself,  neither 
Major  JoUiff  nor  Captain  Shortland  ;  the   noise 
was  so  great  that  I  could  not  hear;  I  am  certain, 
had  any  one  man  by  chance  fired,  the  irritation 
of  the  soldiers,  from  the  stones  thrown  at  them 
previously,  was   then   so  great   that    almost   the 
whole  of  them  would  have   followed;   the   pris- 
oners did  not  appear  to  care  for  the  bayonet,  and 
1  do  not  think,  from  the  state  they  were  in,  they 
could  have  been  driven  back  without  tiring.    The 
charge  was  not  made  with  violence,  as  against  an 
enemy;  the  prisoners  were  struggling  with  the 
soldiers;  many  defied  them;  but  others  said  they 
could  not  go  back,  as  the  press  was  so  great;  I 
remained  in  the  market  square;  did  not  go  into 
the  prison  yard  ;  I  kept  ray  guard  with  me;  one 
prisoner,  after  the  firing  was  over,  came  up.  opened 
his  clothes,  and  dared  the  soldiers   to  tire;   I  do 
not  think  the   prisoners   generally   were   intoxi- 
cated, but  resolute.    I  do  not  think  any  man  could 
have  behaved  like  Captain  Shortland  who  was 
intoxicated,  and  I  think  he  behaved  with  courage 
and  humanity. 

Ensign  Samuel  Hkite,  of  the  first  Somerset 
militia,  being  sworn:  (His  evidence  before  the 
coroner  was  read  to  him.  and  he  said  he  had  no- 
thing to  add  or  alter.)  I  do  not  know  of  any 
order  to  the  soldiers  on  the  ramparts  to  fire,  but 
suppose  they  took  it  up  from  the  others  ;  I  sup- 
pose there  might  have  been  about  half  a  dozen  of 
my  guard  in  the  market  >quare  ;  there  was  no 
firing  through  the  breach. 

Lieutenant  Fortye,  one  of  the  first  Somerset 
militia,  being  sworn,  says:  I  had  the  command 
of  the  south  guard  on  the  evening  of  the  6ih ;  I 
went  into  the  square  with  my  guard  after  the 
north  was  in,  and  formed  on  their  right;  they 
were  already  formed  and  in  the  act  of  firing  when 
I  arrived  ;  that  guard  was  then  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  from  the  iron  railings;  there  were 
no  prisoners  in  the  square  between  my  guard  and 
the  railings ;  could  not  see  to  the  left,  on  account 
of  the  north  guard  ;  my  guard  took  up  the  firing 
I'rom  others  without  any  orders,  immediately  af- 
ter ihey  had  formed  in  support  of  the  north  guard ; 


as  soon  as  we  formed  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease ; 
as  soon  as  it  could  possibly  be  restrained.  I  slopped 
It;  it  ceased  almost  immediately;  I  saw  nobody 
else  endeavor   to  stop  the  firing  before;  as  soon 
as  the   prisoners  had  retired  to  their  yards,  my 
guard  ordered  their  arms,  remained  where  they 
were,  and  I  remained  with  them  ;  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, speak  to  anything  that  took  place  afterwards. 
James   Greenlaw,   late   second   officer   of  the 
Prince  de  Neufchatel,  American  prisoner,  being 
sworn:    (His  evidence   before  the   coroner  was 
read  to  him.  and  he  said  it  was  all  correct.)  I  was 
between  the  two  railings  under  the  platform  when 
I  heard  Captain  Shortland  give  the  order  to  fire; 
I  saw  him  then  at  the  head  of  the  troops,  about 
the   centre  of  the  yard,  close  in  front  of  them; 
when    I  heard  the   word    to  fire,  I  retreated   into 
yard  No.  4  ;  had  just  got  inside  the  gate  when  it 
began  ;  it  began  immediately  by  a  volley,  not  by 
a  single  musket;  I  am  sure  it  began  by  a  volley; 
I  do  not  know  how  Captain  Shortland  escaped; 
I  suppose  he  knew  how  to  take  care  of  himself, 
and  that  his  own  men  would  not  fire  on  him ;  he 
appeared    to  me  to  be  standing  close  to  the  sol- 
diers ;  I  saw  no  stones  thrown  before  the  firing 
began  ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  have  seea 
them  ;  the  prisoners  were  trying  to  get  into  No. 
3  quietly,  when   the  soldiers  fired   into  it;  I  did 
not  see  any  resistance  among  them.     (This  pris- 
oner has  a  midshipman's  warrant  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  and  a  furlough.) 

John  Slater,  citizen  of  the  United  States,  be- 
ing sworn,  says:  I  do  not  know  an  American 
prisoner  named  Roberts;  I  have  been  confined 
here  above  six  months;  I  know  of  no  concert 
among  the  prisoners  lo  break  out  by  force,  only 
attempts  of  individuals  to  escape  at  different 
times;  I  was  at  the  gate  No.  7 ;  I  was  passing 
between  Nos.  6  and  7  with  two  more  men,  when 
a  party  of  five  soldiers,  I  think,  crossed  at  the  fur- 
ther end  of  the  prison  from  us;  one  man  named 
Washington  fell,  but  whether  from  the  firing  of 
this  party,  or  from  the  ramparts.  I  do  not  know; 
he  fell  against  me  and  knocked  me  down  ;  I  got 
up  and  ran  away  to  my  own  prison,  No.  5  ;  there 
were  only  three  prisoners  on  the  spot  where  he 
was  shot;  the  shot  went  through  his  temple. 

Enoch  Bumham,  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
being  sworn.  (His  evidence  before  the  coroner 
was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  all  correct, 
and  that  he  had  nothing  lo  add  to  it.) 

Alexander  Marshall,  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  being  sworn,  says:  I  belong  to  prison  Tio. 
1 ;  there  were  not  more  than  fifty  prisoners  in  the 
square  when  the  soldiers  charged;  they  charged 
as  upon  an  enemy;  they  began  firing,  and  1  ran 
to  No.  1  gate  to  get  to  my  prison,  but  was  nearly 
ten  minutes  before  I  could,  on  account  of  the 
press  of  the  prisoners;  there  were  about  four 
hundred  soldiers  in  the  market  square. 

Cornelius  Howe,  citizen  of  the  United  Stales, 
being  sworn,  says:  1  belong  to  No.  1  prison;  I 
went  lo  the  breach  ;  those  about  it  told  me  it  was 
made  to  get  back  a  ball ;  they  afterwards  ran  to- 
wards the  gate  No.  7,  saying  it  was  to  shut  it 
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(|ist  the  klilitary  ;  I  saw  the  military  come 
,*i  the  square,  and  heard  Captain  Shortland 
?j  them  tr.  charge;  at  which  time  there  were 
forty  i-r  fifty  prisoners  in  the  square  ;  I 
1^  towari^!  my  prison,  and  just  as  I  got  into 
"thlj  rard  th^e  was  a  firing,  and  the  prisoners 
[ft;  rushinj^as  fast  as  possible  to  their  own  pris- 
J;;they  sh.f?t  the  gate  behind  them;  there  were 
VI  one  hundred  and  fifiy  soldiers  in  the  square. 
\%Llxam  l\wetter.  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
hf^k  sworn,  <;ays:  I  ran  towards  the  gate  to  see 
w^jit  was  the;raatter;  on  arriving,  I  saw  the  sol- 
di||s- charge  ;•  I  turned  round,  and  just  as  I  got 
inMJf  the  innrr  gate  shots  were  fired  ;  one  grazed 
;th  ?[5jde  of  ray  head,  which  made  me  giddy,  and 
tu  *«<d  me  roi:nd  two  or  three  times;  I  saw  a  pri- 
50  Iti  named  ^5ann  fall ;  went  to  him  and  took  him 
upj^he  balls  flew  about  so  thick  that  if  there 
w??()ne  I  suppose  there  were  one  thousand. 

'jkoTtias  Tijidale,  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
l^  sworn.  >ays:  I  was  under  the  platform; 
li^e  soldiers  coming  down  the  market  square, 
jieard  Captain  Shortland  give  orders  to  fire; 
TfLs  then  Mout  the  centre,  and  in  front  of  the 
so^^rs  ;  he  hi^d  on  a  blue  coat,  but  without  epau- 
■!t;  he  had  a  drawn  sword  in  his  hand  ;  he 
tforders  twice  to  fire;  I  was  not  ten  steps 
-oim  wht^]  I  heard  him  ;  I  heard  every  word 
'M  ;  I  -^aw,hira  plainly;  the  firing  commenced 
joe  muskfj  first,  then  two,  and  afterwards  a 
Ic  volley;  the  firing  began  when  Captain 
rHand  gave  the  word  the  second  time ;  I 
Captain'  Shortland  tell  the  soldiers  to  fire 
he  was  (t\ea  slili  in  front  of  the  soldiers; 
I  li'tieve  lie  was  standing  before  the  muzzles  of 
tht'l3^emost  r&uskets;  the  soldiers  were  formed 
tvr  li^ep;  wh<-n  the  balls  began  to  fly  thick,  I 
ej^  i'<»d  into  Jio.  3.  and  saw  no  more  of  what 
p^s  ici  afterwards  ;  when  I  heard  the  order  to  fire. 
I  iv, J.;  about  the  middle  of  gate  No.  4  ;  the  sol- 
di 'i  jjqharged  up  to  the  railings,  and  then  fell  back 
foujL^f  five  paces,  when  Captain  Shortland  gave 
thefcifder  to  fire. 
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be-iH'  sworn,  --ays:  I  saw  forty  or  fifty  prisoners 
ini  1  le  market;  square  when  the  soldiers  were 
dra;|i4  up-        ' 

%^^mas  Gt'iTge  Shortland,  captain  royal  navy, 
cbi»hjanding  bi  the  depot,  being  sworn,  says  : 
Oojj^e  eveniig  of  the  6th  April,  a  little  before 
savlii'  o'clock, -Mr.  Holmden.  first  clerk,  came  to 
nn{yl)aruse  and: informed  me  there  was  a  disposi- 
ti|)Ciof  the  prisoners  to  be  riotous,  as  they  had 
g^t-^^tween  t^,e  railings  and  wall  of  No.  7  yard, 
autptfiere  werl'  a  number  of  people  collected  in 
No^  7  yard  ;  '\a  consequence.  I  walked  down  to 
thetifper  gate?:  on  coming  there.  I  was  informed 
tht*k)rison  bajrack  wall  had  been  breached.  I 
we^jlo  that  jjird  and  saw  a  large  hole,  and  the 
nii|y;|ry  guarding  it  under  an  oflScer  whom  I 
srDl*,knew  torbe  Lieutenant  Avelyn  ;  on  getting 
tu  {r,*  breach  •!  observed  the  prisoners  using  an 
iro^^'^ar  to  enUrge  it.  I  remonstrated,  and  told 
ih-^Aijit  was  if^  prison  barrack  yard,  and  that  it 
W(|^lli  be  dangjerous  for  them  to  attempt  to  force 


.it;    the    prisoners    shouted,   and     threw   stones 
tkrough  the  breach,  and  still  continued  at  times 
to  enlarge  it.     I  then  heard  some  one  say.  '•  They 
are  breaching  the  wall  above  the  cook  house  in 
the  prison  barrack  yard,"  and  nearly  at  the  same 
time  there  was  a  call  out  that  they  were  forcing 
the  lower  gates,  while  I  was  still  in  the  lower 
barrack  yard.     I  immediately  left  the  yard,  and 
Lieutenant    Avelyn    followed    me.    leaving    the 
breach  with  a  party  and  a  sergeant;  when  I  ar- 
rived at  the  blacksmith's  shop,  I  .«»aw  a  rush  of 
prisoners  between   the  iron  rails  under  the  plat- 
form ;  the  gate  was  at  this  time  forced,  and  the 
prisoners  were  without  the  gates,  in  the  market 
square,  where  they  were  not  allowed  to  be;  see- 
ing  this,  and   having  in  my  mind   the  breach  iq 
the  barrack  wall,  and  the  reported  breach  above 
the  cook  house;  bearing  this  in  mind,  with  the 
reported  threats  that  had  been  constantly  told  me 
\  that  the  prisoners  would  liberate  themselves  on 
or  before  the  10th  April.  I  ordered  the  alarm-beJI 
to  be  rung:  at  this  time  part  of  the  west  guard, 
which  IS  called   the   piquet,  had  gone  round  to 
turn   the   prisoners  out  of  the   railway  in    No.  7 
yard,  and  another  part  of  the  same  piquet  was  in 
the  prison  barrack   yard;  so  that  the  force  was 
reduced  to  the   north    guard    only.     Lieutenant 
Avelyn  formed  that  guard   and    marched  down 
into  the  market  square.     I  preceded  them,  and 
about  half-way  down  the  guard  formed  in  a  line, 
this  keeping  their  left  close  to  the  hospital  wall ;  at 
time  I  should   suppose   there  were  from  four  to 
five  hundred  prisoners  in  the  market  square.     I 
v/as   i)erfectly   unarmed,  and   went   down   to  re- 
monstrate with  them,  using  all  the  persuasions 
in  my  power  to  make  them  return  lo  their  pris- 
ons, stating  that  the  military  guard   was  formed 
above  them,  and  it  was  dangerous  to  attempt  to 
use  force.     I  was,  at  this  time,  about  six  paces  in 
front  of  the  guard  ;  the  prisoners  kept  still  press- 
ing up.  and  pressing  me  on    the  military;  they 
appeared  to  want  to  get  round  the  left  of  the  mili- 
tary, keeping  close  to  the  hospital  wall.     At  this 
time  I  looked  back,  and  said.  "For  God's  sake 
soldiers,   keep   your  ground;"   bearing   in   mind 
that  there  was  not  a  single  soldier  above  these  to 
prevent  escape  through  the  outer  gates;   almost 
immediately,    about    twelve    or    filteen    soldiers 
charged  down  towards  No.  1,  towards  the  hospi- 
tal  gates,  about  five  or  six   paces,  and   they  re- 
turned into  line  again.     1  was  still  at  this  time  in 
front,  and  had  gone   forward  again,  urging  the 
prisoners,  who  had  retreated,  when  a  discharge  of 
musketry  took  place;  while  I  was  in  that  posi- 
tion, being  to  the  right  of  the  centre  of  the  guard, 
and  not    near   the   hospital  wall,  a   musket  ball 
graiied  my  temple  in  that  discharge,  when  I  re- 
treated into  line  with  the  soldiers;  the  prisoners 
retreated  and  advanced  again,  and  about  this  time 
Major  Jolliff  came  down.     There  was  a  call  of 
"  wounded  men"  from  the  prisonerp,  upon  which 
I  called  to  the  turnkeys  lo  assist  in  passing  the 
wounded  through  the  line   of  military,  as^they 
would     not   allow   the    prisoners   to    pass    with 
them.     While  this  was  doing,  there  was  another 
discharge    both   to   my    right   and   left.     Those 
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near  me  did  not  fire  at  this  time,  as,  whenever  I 
could,  I  had  requested  them  to  desist;  the  turn- 
keys came  down,  (this  was  after  the  second  dis- 
charge.) and  I  was  busily  employed  with  Mr. 
Mitcnell  in  directing  the  removal  of  the  wounded 
up  to  the  hospital.  I  can  say  nothing  more  of 
discharges  of  muskets  in  the  market  square.  I 
only  observed  two  discharges  there.  1  heard 
some  from  the  prison  yards  and  from  the  ram- 
parts. I  was  in  the  market  square  the  whole 
lime  till  the  firing  ceased,  when  Major  Jolliff 
came  down  to  the  market  square.  I  gave  myself 
no  further  thoughts  to  the  military,  my  whole 
mind  being  occupied  in  directing  assistance  to 
the  wounded.  I  repeatedly  said  to  the  prisoners, 
"For  God's  sake,  go  to  your  prisons,"  previously 
to  the  firing,  and  between  the  discharges ;  for, 
being  between  the  soldiers  and  them,  I  was 
warned  by  some  of  the  former  to  keep  clear  of 
their  fire,  otherwise  I  should  be  shot.  After  the 
firing  had  ceased,  and  I  got  the  receiving  house 
door  open  to  receive  the  wounded,  I  went  into 
the  north  prison  yard  to  see  the  prisoners  shut 
up  ;  the  turnkey  (NichoUs)  of  No.  1  had  got  them 
all  in,  but  the  door  was  not  secured,  but  which 
was  soon  effected  by  the  military  without  firing. 
All  the  troops  were  marched  out  before  I  saw 
anything  more:  I  was  in  my  undress  uniform, 
and  was  perfectly  unarmed.  I  never  did  give  an 
order  to  fire  ;  and  in  support  of  this  I  can  say,  I 
stated  in  my  oflTicial  letter  to  General  Brown, 
that  Major  Jollift'gave  the  orders  to  fire,  conceiv- 
ing he  had  done  so.  from  seeing  the  major  appear 
at  that  moment.  Indeed,  in  a  former  conversa- 
tion with  General  Brown,  in  the  presence  of  Ma- 
jor Gladding,  being  asked  whether,  if  an  attempt 
were  made  to  resist  the  authority  of  the  depot, 
I  should  order  the  military  to  fire,  I  told  General 
Brown,  as  well  as  the  major,  that  I  did  not  think 
myself  authorized  to  command  the  military  to 
fire,  because  it  was  their  duty  to  do  it  when  they 
thought  it  necessary.  I  do  not  recollect  a  sus- 
pen-^ion  of  the  ringing  of  the  bell  and  then  com- 
mencing again;  it  was  a  continual  ringing.  I 
ordered  it  in  consequence  of  seeing  that  the  pris- 
oners had  broken  through  the  breach  in  the  wall 
and  the  other  reported  breach.  I  did  not  hear 
any  order  to  fire;  it  must  be  understood  that  I 
was  with  the  prisoners,  who  were  making  a  great 
noi^e,  hurraing  and  rioting  at  the  time. 

The  two  best  prisons  (as  the  prisoners  call 
them)  are  the  two  smallest,  and  I  do  not  conceive 
them  to  be  the  best,  as  the  others  are  the  most 
roomy,  and  have  been  put  in  a  state  of  repair 
since  the  release  of  the  French  prisoners;  those 
two  (which  are  Nos.  2  and  G)  have  not.  Being 
smaller,  we  keep  one  of  them  for  a  receiving 
prison  for  any  draughts  of  prisoners  who  may 
come  in  of  a  sudden  wet  and  fatigued  ;  the  other, 
when  Doctor  Baird,  inspector  of  hospitals,  was 
down,  he  requested  might  be  reserved  for  particu- 
lar cases  of  contagion,  as  a  sort  of  quarantine 
receiving  house  for  newly  arrived  prisoners,  to 
prevent  contagion  spreading;  the  prisoners  have 
been  distributed  nearly  according  to  the  directions 
of  Doctor  Baird,  (he  having  power  to  alter  ihel 


distribution  on  his  visits.)  The  provisions  of  all 
the  prisoners  were  stopped  by  the  transport  board's 
direction,  for  undermining  the  prisons.  I  remon- 
strated with  them  that  the  innocent  would  suflier 
with  the  guilty  ;  but  they  replied  that  it  must  be 
so,  as  in  all  general  transactions  of  the  kind.  I 
was  not  out  of  the  market  square  until  all  the 
firing  had  ceased  ;  I  was  not  in  No.  7  yard  until 
an  hour  after  the  whole  was  over.  Gatchell's 
statement,  about  my  running  down  that  yard,  is 
not  true.  I  recollect  a  man  coming  up  the  mar- 
ket square  with  a  wounded  man.  and  after  being 
told  to  go  away  he  would  not,  and  I  gave  him  a 
push;  he  said  that  I  must  recollect  I  had  struck 
biro,  but  I  made  him  no  answer.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  apparent  temper  and  resolution 
of  the  prisoners,  and  my  remonstrances  having 
no  effect,  I  do  not  think  they  could  have  been 
driven  back  without  firing;  without  the  firing,  I 
think  they  might  have  forced  the  guard,  which 
they  were  in  the  attempt  to  do;  if  that  guard 
had  been  forced,  the  depot  would  have  been  lost. 
On  all  occasions  when  the  market  was  stopped, 
or  any  measure  of  the  kind  was  taken,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Transport  Board,  along  with  the 
reasons  for  it,  and  they  sometimes  directed  the 
stoppage  to  be  continued.  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
reporting  it  after  it  is  done.  (Captain  Shortland 
read  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Transport  Board, 
dated  14th  February,  1815:  it  states,  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  escape  of  Simon  Hayes,  who 
had  been  directed  by  the  board  to  be  kept  in  close 
confinement  in  the  Cachot,  and  his  taking  refuge 
among  the  prisoners,  and  the  disorderly  conduct 
of  the  prisoners  in  not  allowing  the  lamplighters 
to  do  their  duty,  he  had  stopped  the  market;  and 
he  read  their  answer,  dated  16th  February,  ap- 
proving of  the  measure  in  consequence  of  the 
reasons  he  stated.)  The  market  has  not  been 
stopped  more  than  twice.  The  first  time  was  on 
the  24th  October,  1814,  on  account  of  the  prison- 
ers not  permitting  themselves  to  be  counted  out 
of  their  prisons  in  the  morning,  which  was  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  escape.  In  a 
letter  of  the  27ih,  the  board  approved  of  the  mea- 
sure. In  consequence  of  this,  and  the  riotous 
conduct  of  the  prisoners,  Captain  Shortland 
stated  several  arrangements  he  had  made  since 
he  came  to  the  depot  for  the  welfare  of  the  pris- 
oners ;  among  others,  the  following.  On  one 
occasion,  when  orders  had  been  sent  to  remore 
the  stoves  from  the  prison,  on  account  of  the 
health  of  the  prisoners,  he  wrote  a  very  strong 
letter  to  the  board,  urging  that  they  might  be  re- 
tained, as  they  were  very  instrumental  to  the 
comfort  of  the  prisoners.  All  the  letters  from 
prisoners  to  himself  he  opened  and  answered,  and 
he  keeps  a  clerk  (or  the  mere  purpose  of  keeping 
accounts  of  moneys  received  lor  the  prisoners. 

He  dates  the  commencement  of  the  antipathy 
of  the  prisoners  to  him  from  the  time  when  he 
got  the  Transport  Board  to  prosecute  some  men 
for  tattooing  others;  and  states,  that  till  that  he 
was  on  good  terms  with  them,  going  down  at  all 
times  among  them,  as  he  used  among  the  French 
prisoners. 
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i:  .  Dep<)siti(m  of  John  C.  Clemtnt. 
fteiiled  froiji  New  York  the  9th  January.  1813, 
ODr?i;ard  the  })rig  Star,  Captain  Reed,  for  Bor- 
delu]j.  and  wis  captured  on  the  9th  February 
folLj^ing,  in  ^he  Bay  of  Biscay,  by  His  Britan- 
nivMajesty'<;jship  Superb,  (74.)  Honorable  Sir 
Ctfcrles  Pagfj,  commander.  Went  into  Basque 
R'?(ds,  where,  with  other  prisoner'*,  I  was  put  on 
bo|((i  the  Werspite.  (74,)  Captain  Sir  Henry 
BL.kwood  ;  fi|-oceed«'d  io  her  to  Plymouth,  (Eng- 
'■V))  aot^  onjlPth  March  was  sent  on  board  the 
HTtpr.  prison-ship.  On  the  2d  April,  two  hun- 
drfj'and  fiftf  of  us,  American  seamen,  were 
m^t'cjied  to  Dartmoor  prison,  where  we  were 
stoif(jd  in  ara^Dg  nine  or  ten  thousand  French 
prANers.  who;  were  in  a  filthy,  dirty  condition. 
Uiilijg  our  cofifinement,  Shortland,  the  keeper, 
re|4»|edly  stofiped  our  markets  for  several  days 
i:  tii^-ne.  witbiiut  any  provocation,  or  giving  any 
rei^fis  for  thil  conduct,  and  our  provisions  were 
repf^Uedly  shojt,  not  having  our  full  allowance 
iss,.44  us.  Shortland  attempted  several  times  to 
^ivv^iis  bad  brt^ad  and  provisions,  and  was  guilty 
^f  ftiny  acts  lending  to  irritate  us,  and  render 
ou,  «iuation  t^ry  uncomfortable.  On  the  5th  of 
Aftfljlast.  particularly,  he  gave  orders  to  the  con- 
tra^ftts  to  servie  us  bad  bread,  which  the  prison- 
ersi^y^uld  not  {receive,  and,  at  the  usual  hour  of 
^lotin^  the  prijons.  the  turnkeys  came  to  shut  us 
in  Mrithe  nigf^t;  but  we  proceeded  in  a  body  to 
t?hefyi|irket  sqajire,  where  an  officer  of  the  guard, 
on|.jT  repres^jitations  to  him,  (Shortland  then 
leif^^bsent  tyi  Plymouth.)  advised  us  to  return 
to  («ur.prisoDs,  And  he  would  have  the  bread  sent 
os;t<fhich  wasKJone.  and  we  retired  to  rest  about 
twefiffat  nightj 

C^  »he  6th  qf  April,  (the  following  day,)  at  6 
r.  ^IJ>7hilea  n^jmber  of  American  prisoners  were 
plMf;  ball  iQj  yard  No.  7,  where  a  small  hole, 
the  \eX  of  a  lar^e  pane  of  glass,  sufficiently  large 
ti'ajfif  t  a  boy  ft  small  man  to  pass  through,  had 
beeiiiiiade  by  .-pme  person  or  persons  for  the  pur- 
pos(fVi  obtainiiig  the  ball  when  it  flew  over  the 
waljhjitoa  laifce  yard  enclosed  by  high  walls, 
(wL]rf  in  the  sjldiers  were  stationed  in  the  bar- 
racl^r,^  at  6  PJM..  as  before  mentioned,  Captain 
Sh(r;^^nd.  thelceeper,  entered  the  gate  of  No.  1, 
wit(.:j30  or  3UU  soldiers,  armed  with  muskets  and 
bayjP^ts,  the  a;^rra-bell  ringing  at  the  same  time, 
wh-fj  fie  (Shoiiland)  ordered  one  of  the  soldiers 
to  fu«?'at  the  prisoners  in  yard  No.  1  :  the  soldier 
notVfi;iinglyor»eying.  he  snatched  a  rau.sketfrom 
ont;4Mhem,  and  shot  a  prisoner.  The  soldiers 
the-,>fommeDcfcd  firing  on  the  prisoners,  who 
wei^  |hen  sailjing  out  of  their  prisons  to  learn 
thertipe  of  ihu  firing ;  the  soldiers  continuing  at 
thef^^ie  time  (o  re-ioad  and  fire  on  them.  Four 
OT  ffX^soldiers  ^proceeded  at  this  time  also  to  the 
extiltility  of  tiie  yard  in  pursuit  of  the  flying 
prij  .jirrs,  and,  4s  they  cried  for  quarters,  they  re- 
pJiem  *'Noquar  jer  shall  be  given  you,  you  damned 
YaWtie  rascals|"  or  similar  words,  and  instantly 
sbofihe  flying  prisoners.  Shortland  and  the  sol- 
wejtjien  proctjeded  to  prison  No.  3,  (No.  2  being 
Pmfjy  aud  closid,)  where  they  fi.-ed  through  the 
wit||,(>w5  and  ^jors  on  the   prisoners  inside,  and 


I  shot  through  the  heart  •ne  man  while  in  the  act 
of  drinking  a  can  of  beer,  and  wounded  another 
as  he  was  endeavoring  to  escape  up  stairs;  they 
then  proceeded  to  yard  No.  4,  where  the  second 
lieutenant,  snatching  a  musket  out  of  a  soldier's 
hand,  shot  a  boy  ;  soldiers  firing  at  the  same  time 
into  the  prison,  through  the  doors  and  windows. 
After  having  received  a  reinforcement  of  soldiers* 
they  proceeded  to  yard  No.  7,  where  they  com- 
menced an  indiscriminate  fire  on  the  prisoners 
while  they  were  flying  to  escape  into  their  prisons. 
On  this  day  there  were  seven  prisoners  killed 
on  the  spot,  and  thirty-eight  wounded,  three  of 
whom  died  two  days  after. 

On  the  7ih  of  April  a  coroner's  inquest  was 
held,  composed  of  American  prisoners,  (the  offi- 
cers of  the  prison  being  present,  all  save  Captain 
Shortland,)  when  a  verdict  of   •  wilful  murder" 
was  brought  in.     On  the  8th  the  coroner's  inquest 
was  held,  composed  of  a  number  of  neighboring 
farmers,  who   returned  a  verdict  of  "  justifiable 
homicide."     On  the  9ih,  Admiral  Rowley  and  a 
British  post  captain  arrived  at  the  prison  from 
Plymouth,  by  direction  of  the  Transport  Board,  to 
inquire  of  the  prisoners  into  the  transaction.    Du- 
ring our  confinement  the  American  agent  (Beas- 
ley)  did  not  give  us,  say  from  the  2d  April,  1813, 
to  March,  1814,  the  &s.  Sd.  sterling  per  month,  as 
well  as  the  suit  of  clothes  allowed  us  annually  by 
our  Government,  which  money  and  clothes  the 
prisoners  have  never  received  ;  and  when  I,  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  others,  were  released  from 
prison,  there  were  likewise  a  shirt,  pair  of  shoes, 
and  6*.  8d.  due   us,  which  we  never    received. 
The  prisoners  had  applied  to  Beasley  repeatedly  for 
what  was  due  them,  but  received  no  satisfaction. 
He  never  visited  the  prisons  but  once  during 
two  years  and  upwards  I  was  there.     The  two 
hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  (and  among  them  my- 
self) were  released   from  prison  on  the  2(.)ih  of 
April  last,  and  proceeded  to  Plymouth,  and  were 
put  on  board  the  cartel  Maria  Christiana,  and  ar- 
rived at  New  York  on  5th  of  June,  1815.     I  did 
not  know,  nor  did  I  hear  of  a  plot  or  scheme  of 
escape  out  of  prison,  as  alleged  by  Shortland,  in 
justification  of  his  attack  on  us  of  the  (ith  April ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  ray  firm  belief,  if  the  gates 
had  been  thrown  open  to  us  at  this  time,  none  of  ua 
would  have  sallied  forth  to  escape,  because,  being 
most  of  us  destitute  of  money,  (the  agent  having 
withheld  our   pay  ;)   numbers   of  Uk    miserably 
clothed,  and  without  shoes,  (also  withheld  from 
us  ;)  numbers  having  walked,  when  released  from 
prison,  barefoot  to  Plymouth  ;  through  iear  also 
of  being  arrested  and  closely  confined,  or,  what 
was  more   probable,  impressed  ioto  the  British 
service,  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  very  hot  im- 
pressment going  on  in  England  ;  because  having 
also  heard,  some  weeks  previous,  of  peace  having 
taken  place  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
which  would  release  us  from  prison. 

1  know  of  no  cause  or  reason  that  can  justify 
the  unprovoked  attack  upon  us  by  Shortland  and 
the  soldiery,  but  do  verily  believe  that  the  thing 
was  wantonly,  wickedly,  and  maliciously  premed- 
itated by  Shortland  and  his  officers,  to  spill  the 
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blood  and  destroy  a  number  of  unarmed,  defence- 
less American  seamen. 

Everything  I  have  stated,  I  do.  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  believe  to  be.  without  the  least 
exaggeration,  strictly  true. 

JOHN  C.  CLEMENT. 

Affirmed  before  JOHN  GEYER, 

An  Alderman  of  Philadelphia. 

JoNE  19,  1815. 


List  of  papers  in  packet  marked  C. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners  to  R.  G.  Beasley.  Esq.,  Amer- 
ican agent  for  prisoners  of  war  in  England,  dated 
March  6,  1815. 

Letter  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners 
to  George  Barton,  Esq.,  dated  March  6,  1815. 

Table  of  provisions  to  be  allowed  to  prisoners 
of  war,  whether  American  or  British,  on  board 
of  vessels  transporting  them. 

Letter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  13,  1815. 

Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  to  R,G.  Beasley, 
dated  Transport  Office,  April  10,  1815. 

Letter  of  J.  P.  Morier  to  R.  G.  Beasley,  dated 
Foreign  Office,  April  11,  1815. 

Letter  of  J.  W.  Croker  to  J.  P.  Morier.  dated 
Admiralty  Office,  April  10,  1815. 

Letter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  15,  1815. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  American 
pri.soners  confined  at  Dartmoor,  dated  April  7. 
1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  18,  1815. 

List  of  prisoners  wounded  on  the  evening  of 
the  6th  April,  1815,  signed  by  George  Magrath, 
surgeon. 

A  return  of  American  prisoners  of  war  who 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  an  attempt  to  force 
the  military  guard  at  Dartmoor  prison  on  the 
evening  of  the  Gth  April,  1815,  signed  '•  Thomas 
George  Shortland,  agent ;  George  Magrath,  sur- 
geon. 

Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  to  R,  G.  Beasley. 
dated  Transport  Office,  April  19,  1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  30.  1815. 

Extract  of  &  letter  from  R,  G.  Beasley  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated  October 
10,  1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Alexander  McLeay, 
dated  January  1.  1815* 

Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beasley. 
dated  Transport  Office,  January  21,  1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Alexander  McLeay. 
dated  March  15,  1815. 

Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beasley, 
dated  Transport  Office.  March  15,  1815. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the 
committee  of  American  prisoners  of  war  at  Dart- 
moor, dated  March  22,  1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beaslay  to  the  American  pris- 
oners of  war  at  Ashburton,  dated  March  23,1815 


Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Captain  Shortland, 
dated  March  25,  1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Dr.  George  Magrath. 
surgeon  of  Dartmoor  prison,  dated  March  31,  1815i 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  committee  of 
American  prisoners  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  dated 
March  31,  1815. 


Extracts  of  a  Utter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Reuben  G.  Beasley,  Esq.,  American 
Agent  for  Prisoners  in  England,  dated 

March  6,  1815. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  November  17th, 
December  21st  and  31st  last,  by  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Favorite,  I  could  write  you  nothing  de- 
finitive by  the  return  of  that  vessel,  in  relation  to 
the  arrangements  to  be  made  in  England  for  the 
restoration  of  our  prisoners  held  there,  as  I  could 
not,  until  after  the  time  her  despatcKts  left  the 
Seat  of  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  come 
to  an  understanding  with  Mr.  Baker,  Charge  des 
Affaires  for  His  Britannic  Majesty,  as  to  the 
terms  and  manner  of  restoring  the  prisoners  oa 
both  sides  under  the  treaty. 

I  now  enclose  you  a  correspondence  begun  oa 
the  22d  February,  and  concluded  on  the  28ih,  oa 
that  subject;  by  this  you  will  perceive  the  con- 
struction which  is  given  here  in  relation  to  this 
point, and  that  Mr.  I3aker  has  declined  in  any  way 
to  commit  his  Government ;  and  that,  in  order  to 
produce  as  little  expense  and  delay  as  possible  to 
either  Government  in  the  operation,  I  have  givea 
him  the  election  of  several  propositions,  (after  he 
declined  to  proceed  on  the  principle  which  I  had 
presumed  to  exist,  and  which  in  his  letter  of  the 
23d  February  he  appears  to  admit;)  that  each 
party  should  restore  to  the  country  from  which 
taken  the  prisoners  held  by  it  ;  and  that  the  pro 
position  he  has  accepted  embraced  the  transpor 
lation  of  all  the  prisoners,  British  and  American 
at  English  or  American  stations  in  this  quarterj 
at  the  expense,  in  the  first  instance,  of  this  Gov- 
ernment; the  accounts  to  be  adjusted  hereafter, 
according  to  justice  and  the  terras  of  the  treaty 
between  the  two  Governments.  Preparations  are 
now  actually  going  on  for  the  immediate  removal 
and  transportation  of  all  the  British  prisoners  we 
now  hold  in  this  country  ;  in  numbers  probably 
about  3,590,  military  and  maritime. 

The  question,  you  will  remark,  as  to  the  resto- 
ration of  American  prisoners  in  England,  is  left 
open.  You  are  requested,  immediately  on  the 
reception  of  this  letter,  to  communicate  the  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Baker  to  the  proper  author- 
ity of  the  British  Government,  to  show  what  is 
doing  here  in  relation  to  the  delivery  and  receipt 
of  prisoners  of  both  countries,  and  to  state  that 
the  liberal  proposition,  of  taking  upon  ourselves 
the  transportation  both  of  Briti^li  aud  American 
prisoners,  and  to  make  the  requisite  advances  for 
this  purpose,  was  offered  in  that  spirit  of  amity 
which  it  was  deemed,  on  the  happy  return  of 
peace  between  the  two  nations,  to  belong  to  the 
case  ;  to  insure  the  most  speedy  relief  to  the  un- 
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tjnate  m^li  held  in  duranceby  either  ;  and  to 
km  the  e>;pense  as  much  as  possible  to  both 
,*ernment*;  and  with  an  express  reservation 
[•the  cons|(uction  of  the  treaty,  as  given  here 
"^^out  conrijnitment  of  the  principle  contended 
|','y  us,  thi|t  is,  that  each  party  should  pay  the 
Mnse  of  tte  transportation  and  delivery  of  the 


,pf.»*uers  heJil  by  it;  that  ihe  operation  will  be 
p^^^jprmed  iriUhe  most  economical  manner  prac- 
UijjiMe;  and^accuraie  lists  of  prisoners  and  ac- 
ciiijts  kept  iZr  the  final  adjustment  of  an  account 
blween  the  two  Governments.  And  you  will 
rfcfre  of  thf  Briti-h  Government  to  transport 
afl  deliver  fljll  the  American  prisoners  now  in 
■^and,  or  jlsewhere,  not  embraced  in  the  ar- 
ra«;i"^ment  Wrth  Mr.  Baker,  in  the  most  speedy 
a>^^  convenifiit  manner.  If  this  be  consented  to, 
(8i«<r  trust  It  5?ill,)  you  will  ask  to  be  permitted 
to|ijike  the  same  kind  of  interference  which  has 
bflpiatTorded  here  to  the  British  agents,  as  by  the 
er.UrK'^ed  copy. of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Barton  (delegated 
bvlV,r.  Baker)  of  the  6th  instant. 

Uin  will  rirquest  that  the  same  rations  be  al- 
jcv^fl  to  our;  prisoners  which  are  supplied  on 
bcj-VO  ships  M  the  British  prisoners  about  to  be 
trtij^orted  Uom  this  country,  and  that  a  suffi- 
Sc^  of  soUrid  stores  be  laid  in  to  supply  them 
^Tfinety  da^ys ;  and  you  will  apply  for  permis- 
10  place  lin  board  each  transport  an  agent  on 
|iji  you  cah  rely,  who  shall  have  power  to  in- 
'tithe  stor<T  and  accommodations,  and  see  that 
''h  Jp^-isoners  Jre  regularly  and  properly  supplied. 
Pt^pions  prop<,f  for  these  agencies  may,  no  doubt, 
be' ()und  amoiig  the  American  masters  and  mates, 
nov  prisoner*.^in  England,  to  whom  it  will  be 
L<  to  makeyiome  reasonable  compensation  for 
I  _t rouble-' '<say  30  or  40  dollars  per  month; 
lyiou  will  jpstruct  each  in  writing,  and  direct 
■'  to  raakt  report,  on  their  arrival,  to  this 
/■i  You  will  require,  also,  that  the  British 
G<ij|(ernment  ;jut  a  surgeon  on  board  each  vessel, 
su^^lied  with|^  proper  quantity  of  medicine  and 
ni«^K'al  stores^  as  has  been  done  here. 

.'l|he  emb%rcation  and  distribution,  as  to  the 
po|}i  of  delivery  here,  you  will  have  examined 
c«ii*l$lly  all  li.e  lists  ;  endeavor,  as  much  as  pos- 
8JLi|,;so  to  ass,;rt  the  prisoners  as  that  each  may 
be -|ji;ced,  as 'Qar  as  is  conveniently  practicable. 
ne|JeFt  his  hiyie,  or,  more  properly  speakint^,  to 
Ih^  ixyrt  from.frhich  he  sailed  ;  and,  for  this  pur- 
po.l.  you  wiUiJesignate  for  the  destination  of  the 
iratiports  foiJt  of  our  principal  ports  alontr  the 
^  t  i  'hat  isjib  say,  Boston,  New  York,  No'rfolk, 
and  (Jh&rlesiijn.  I  have  named  those  near  the 
0C«kD'as  beiD^most  easy  of  access,  and  less  liable, 
•Hu^iftt  account,  to  objection.  To  prevent  com- 
pla  jt,  it  will  'oe  proper,  with  as  few  exceptions  as 
»05  3h»e,  to  se;}d  those  prisoners  first  who  have 
W^^  longest  irs  captivity.  There  is  no  other  rule 
Names  si>  much  justice  with  it;  and  it  is 
hlly  to  br;expected  that,  after  such  lonc'  and 
N  confin^Jnent,  the  anxiety  of  our  unPortu- 


done,  should  the  British  Government,  under  all 
the  circumstances  stated,  refuse  to  restore  lo  us 
our  prisoners  in  En<fland  at  its  expense.  After 
making  all  proper  efforts  on  this  point,  and  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  should  you  fail  there 
will  be  nothin|  left  (having  first  protested  in  a 
respectful  but  firm  manner  against  such  refusal 
should  it  happen,  and  giving  notice  that  an  accu- 
rate account  will  be  kept  of  all  expenditures  made 
by  us,  in  this  pan  of  the  transaction,  for  future 
adjustment  under  the  terms  of  the  treaty)  but  to 
take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  of 
transporting  them,  at  the  expense  of  this  Govern- 
ment, in  the  first  instance  at  least,  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  been   particular  in   my  instructions  in 
thisleiterinendeavoring  toanticipatealternatives 
and   to  put  you  fully  in  possession  of  my  ideas 
on  all   the  points  that  occur  to  me  at  present,  in 
order  that   you  may  be  prepared  to  proceed,  im- 
mediately   on   its  reception,  in  some  one  course 
without  a  moment's  delay.     The  operation  you 
will   have  to  perform,  whatever  course  be  taken, 
is  one  of  much  consequence  in  every  view;  im- 
portant to  the  Government,  in  affording  the  most 
speedy  relief  pos.sible  to  our  countrymen  placed 
in  the  hands  of  its  late  enemy  by  the  fate  of  war  ; 
highly    interesting    to   these    unfortunate    men. 
whose  anxiety   to   return   to    their   country  and 
friends  must  increase  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  the  expectation  that  nothing 
but  forms  and  want   of  opportunity   now  retard 
their  departure  ;  and  of  great  consideration  to  the 
commercial  interest  of  the  United  States,  to  have 
re.stored   to  it  so  many  valuable  seamen'  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible; 

Your  zeal  and  activity  are,  therefore,  fully 
counted  on,  to  do  all  that  may  depend  on  you  to 
conduct  this  business  to  the  best  advantage,  in  all 
Its  bearings,  and  with  the  requisite  economy. 

I  particularly  recommend  that  you  do  not  per- 
mit the  interchange  of  sentiments,  in  negotiation 
with  the  British  Government,  as  to  the  mode  and 
expense  ol  transportation,  to  be  spun  out.  It  will 
be  expected  that  it  will  be  prompt  in  deciding  on 
the  course  it  may  determine  to  take  in  that  mat- 
ter. You  will  be  readily  able  to  show  the  neces- 
sity of  an  immediate  decision. 


Jcitizens,  M  held,  to  be  released,  will  be  very 
,  and  prj'lerences  out  of  turn  will  be  viewed 
^reat  jealousy  and  discontent. 
Beraains  ij.  point  out  to  you  what  is  to  be 


From  the  Commiatary  (General of  Pritoner$  to  George 
Barton,  E$q. 

Ofpice  Co.m.m'ry  Gen.  of  PRiaoNEBS, 
iVashiiigton,  March  6,  1815. 
Sir  :  Having  been  referred  to  you  by  Anthony 
St.  John  Baker,  Esq.,  Chare6  des  Affaires  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  in  the  IJnited  States,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  to  carry 
into  execution  the  restoration  of  the  prisoners  of 
war,  American  and  British,  held  in  the  United 
btates,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  West  In- 
dies, according  to  the  understanding  which  has 
taken  place  between  him  and  myself,  (of  the  na- 
ture ot  which  you  are  apprized,)  I  have  the  honor 
1!.'°  ^°"  ''*^'  orders,  some  days  ago,  have 

been  given  lor  the  immediate  march  ol  all  the 
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British  prisoners  captured  on  land  or  the  lakes 
to  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  to   be  delivered   at  or 
near  Odietown.  and  for  the  immediate  embarca- 
lion,  in  commodious  vessels,  of  all  the  maritime 
prisoners  held  at  New  York,  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  Salem,  and   at  any  port   east   of  Salem, 
(comprising  all  the  prisoners,  indeed,  held  at  or 
east  of  New  York.)  for  Halifax.     These  will  be 
transported  in  the  public  cartel  ships  Perseverance 
and  Analostan,  and  an   additional  private  trans- 
port ordered  to  be  taken  up  at  Salem.     All   the 
prisoners  held  at  New  York  or  Providence  will 
be  sent  from  Providence  in  the   Perseverance  or 
Analostan,  whichever  is  first   ready;  and   those 
at   Salem,  or  east  of  it,  or  at  any  intermediate 
port,  will  be  sent  in   the  other  public  ship,  and 
in    the    private   ship   from    Salem.      The   Brit- 
ish prisoners  at   Philadelphia  have  been  ordered 
this   day   to  be    removed    to  New   York,  where 
they   will     be    embarked    in    the   frigate    John 
Adams,  armed   en  fute,  for  Bermuda.      Those 
who  were  held  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
have  been   ordered    to  be  delivered   on  board  the 
British  public  ships  now  in   those  waters,  by  an 
under>tanding  had  with  the  senior  officer,  (Cap- 
taiD   Clavell,  of  the  frigate  Orlando,)  and,  it   is 
presumed,  have  been   by  this  time  received   by 
him.     All  those  in   North  or  South  Carolina,  or 
Georgia,  will  be,  as  soon  as  practicable,  embarked 
from    Wilmington,   Charleston,  and   Savannah 
for  Bermuda,  in  public  ships  or  private  transports! 
As  soon  as  the  vessels  are  designated,  which  will 
be  in  a  few  days,  you  will  be  informed.     Orders 
have  been  sent  to  the  marshal  of  Orleans  to  col- 
lect and  deliver,  forthwith,  all  the   British    pris- 
oners in  that  State,  and  the  adjoining  Territories 
to  the  British  officer  commanding  in  those  wa- 
ters ;  and   it   is   presumed   they  will    reach    him 
time  enough  to  dispose  of  them  before  your  pub- 
lic ship?  withdraw  from  that  quarter.     All  these 
arrangements  have   been   made,  or  are   now  in 
tram,  as  I  believe,  according  to  the  detail  settled 
in  different  conversations   between  you  and  my- 
self.    If  there  is  anything  in  what  I  have  stated 
different  from  your  understanding  of  it,  I  shall  be 
glad,  as  far  as  is  in  my  power,  to  conform  to  it. 
I  have  given  particular  orders  that  the  British 
prisoners  be  not  put  in  such   numbers  on  board 
the  vessels  transporting  them  as  to  crowd  them 
improperly,  and  am  willing,  if  you  think  proper, 
that  this  shall  be  regulated   by  a  certain  number 
of  men  per  ton.     I  have  directed  that  sound  and 
wholesome  provisions,  and  plenty  of  water,  be 
laid  in  for  them,  and  served  out  on  the  passage 
in  rations,  as  by  the  enclosed  table  ;  that  a  sur- 
geon  be  allotted  to  each  ship,  provided  with  a 
proper  quantity  of  medical  and  hospital  stores; 
and  I  have  directed  the  agents  of  this  office  at 
the  ports  from  which  the  prisoners  are  to  be  em- 
barked, to  make  provision   on    board  each   ship 
for  the  accommodation  of  an  agent,  to  be  put  on 
board    by  you.  if  you  think  proper   to   do  so,  to 
superintend  the  treatment  and  accommodation  of 
the  prisoners,  and   to   inspect  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  provisions  issued  to  them  on  the 
passage;  and  the  masters  of  the  respective  ships 


will  be  instructed  to  respect  such  agents  on  your 
part  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned 
them.  ° 

In  conformity  with  the  request  made  in  your 
leiterof  the  25ih  February.!  have  directed  the 
marshal  of  North  Carolina,  and  all  the  other 
marshals  of  the  different  States  having  charge  of 
British  prisoners,  to  release  all  tlxe  British  prison- 
ers, officers  in  their  districts,  respectively,  whether 
of  public  or  private  service,  who  may  not  choose 
to  wait  the  sailing  of  the  cartels,  and  to  permit 
them  to  leave  the  country  at  their  option  and  ex- 
pense. 

I  have  ordered  that  all  the  British  maritime 
prisoners  be  held  and  subsisted,  as  heretofore  at 
the  several  depots,  until  they  are  regularly  em- 
barked. If  it  be  your  wish,  however,  that  any 
portion  of  these,  other  than  those  you  have  already 
designated  for  that  purpose,  should  be  discharged 
in  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 

r-  T>  T.  J.  MASON. 

George  Barton,  Esq. 

Table  of  provisions  to  be  atlowed  to  prisoners,  whether 
American  or  British,  on  board  of  vessels  transport- 
ing them. 

^J*-  Allowance  for  each  peraun. 

Sunday  I  lb.  beef,       I  lb.  bread,      ^  ib.  potatoes. 

1  Ib.  bread, 
1  Ib.  bread, 
I  Ib.  bread, 
I  lb.  bread, 
1  Ib.  bread, 
1  lb.  bread, 


Monday  1  lb.  beef, 

Tuesday  1  lb.  pork, 
Wednesday  1  lb.  beef, 
Thursday       1  lb.  beef, 


Friday 
Saturday 


Beef 

Pork 

Bread 

Potatoes 

Peas 

V'inegar 

Water 


1  lb.  pork, 

1  lb.  beef, 

1  gill  of  vinegar  per  week. 

3  quarts  of  water  per  day. 

Rkcapitulation. 


i  lb.  potatoes, 
i  pint  peas, 
i  lb.  potatoes. 
h  II)-  potatoes. 
h  pint  peas. 
i  ib.  potatoes. 


5  pounds  per  man  per  week. 


do. 
7      do. 
2i      do. 
1  pint 

Igdl 
21  quarts 

Orrica  or  Cokm'bt  Gkjt.  of  PmisoNEHs. 

J.  MASON. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


From  R.  G.   Beasley  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners. 


LoNooN,  April  13,  1815. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
letters  of  the  15th  January,  6th,  (two.)  and  8th  of 
March.     I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  occa- 
sion to  notice  their  contents.     In  the  mean  time, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  communicated  to 
the  Transport  Board  the  correspondence  between 
yourself  and  Mr.  Baker  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
storation of  prisoners,  and  have  called  on  them  to 
undertake  the  transportation  to  the  United  States 
of  our  prisoners  in  this  country.     Prior,  however, 
to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  on  this  subject,  I  bad 
engaged  in  this  port  nine  ships  for  the  convey- 
ance of  our   prisoners,   several   of  which  have 
sailed  for  Plymouth  to  take  them  on  board.     I, 


il'l  . 


•t  ■? 


m 


II 


■i  \ 


pr 
^ 


APPENDIX. 


1588 


\r^ 


Massacre  at  Dartmoor  Prison, 


t 


ibj  jhe  first  instance,  endeavored  to  engage  vessels 
Porismcyili  and  Plymouth;  but  the  turn  of 
iiirs  in  F.Tance  having  induced  this  Govern- 
^t  to  takt;  up  transports  for  the  conveyance  of 
ps,  I  coOld  obtain  none  in  those  pons. 
*j  M  is  withf  extreme  regret  I  have  to  state,  that 
*  |>Uhe  6ih  ijistant  the  guard  of  the  depot  at  Dart- 
(ficior,  by  orjler  of  the  agent,  fired  on  the  Ameri- 
^c  prisoners,  killed  five,  and  wounded  thirty- 
fti|r.  I  lrj»nismit,  herewith,  two  reports  of  this 
i^ii'ortunate  affair,  (one  from  the  Transport  Board, 
jiiid  one  from  the  Admiralty  Office,  through  the 
Mcyeign  OHtce.) 

■  Ijpy  the  Utter  you  will  perceive  that  the  pris- 
jj^itrs  are  ac^^used  of  having  attempted  to  liberate 
|a»'raselves  ^y  force,  and  are  stated  to  have  been 
pjacd  to  thi^  by  the  impression  they  were  under 
flat  their  #wn  Government  had  neglected  to 
iJQVide  me<(Ds  for  their  early  conveyance  home, 
i  As  the  prikoners  have  been  constantly  informed 
I'jthe  exeraions  made  by  me  for  their  release 
^  i(j  as  on  jhis  occasion  I  had  written  twice 


t  them  kijow  the  number  of  vessels  taken 


to 

"P 
r  their  cc;iveyance  home,  and  the  time  they 

Miffht  be  e:^ipected  at  Plymouth,  it  is  difficult  to 

;Jl|eve,  uncier   such  circumstances,  that  this   is 

ly  the  ouse  of  this  melancholy  occurrence. 

Vhall,  therefore,  inquire  most  minutely  into  all 

^jP  circumsjances  attending  it,  and  shall  commu- 

^Sofite   the  tesult  to  you.  as  also  th?   names  of 

Ucke  who  hiive  been  killed  and  wounded. 

i?Fam,  sir.  your  obedient  servant. 

i,"^  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

nThe  Hon.;JoHN  Maso.n,  &c. 


•;  From  A^txander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beasley. 

'  'Transport  Office,  April  10,  1815. 

.kSJir  :    I  aiji  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for 

tlf^e  transport  service,  &c.  to  acquaint  you,  that, 

!"/  4  letter  iljis  day  received  from  Captain  Shorl- 

IrP^,  the  ag<fnt  fur  prisoners  of  war  at  Dartmoor 

pijiiOD,  II  appears   that  on   the  Gth   instant  the 

.4ii|erican  prisoners  confined  at  that  depot  made 

ajlyeach  inMhe  prison   wall,  and  attempted  to 

!j|>v  rate  thewselve^.  by  making  a  violent  attack 

(^*  jhe  guar(i ;  and  that  it  became  indispensably 

i;|c«essary,  \\\  order   to  quell  the   revolt,  fur   the 

;j|'^rd  to  firerupon  them;  in  consequence  of  which 

[mU  of  the  i^risoners  were  killed  and  thirty-three 

;  j^efe  woundied. 

I  lam  furtlier  directed  to  observe,  that  it  is  much 

^.   |)e   laraefiied   that  the  extreme  impatience  of 

-  'jse  unfortunate  men    to   be   discharged,  at  a 

ie  that  m^-asures  were  in  a  train  for  their  liber- 

inn,  bhoulji   have   produced  such   melancholy 

l^nsequenc(*i.     I  am,  &,c. 

ALEX.  McLEAY.  Htcretary. 
G.  Beasley,  Esq. 


H 


1 

Froi^  J.  P.  Moricr  to  R.  G.  Beaaky. 

\  Foreign  Officb,  i4pn7  11,  1815. 
f*SiR:  I  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  to  you  the 
{fpty  of  a  Ujter  which  1  have  received  .''rum  Mr. 
llrf;cker.  of  the  Admiralty,  givin^j  a  circumsian- 


tial  account  of  the  alarming  riot  which  broke  out 
on  the  Gth  instant  amongst  the  American  prison- 
ers of  war  confined  at  Dartmoor,  and  of  the  meas- 
ures which  it  became  necessary  to  pursue  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  order;  and  I  am  directed  by 
Lord  Castlereagh  to  request  that  you  will  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  forwarding  this  statement 
of  the  unfortunate  event  to  your  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

J.  P.MORIER. 

R.  G.  Beaslev,  Esq. 


From  J.  \V.  Croker  to  J.  P.  Morier. 
Ad.miralty  Office,  April  10,  1815. 

Sir:  My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty think  it  right  to  acquaint  Lord  Castlereagh 
that,  on  the  evening  of  the  Gth  instant,  a  very 
alarming  riot  broke  out  among  the  American 
prisoners  of  war  confined  at  Dartmoor.  The 
rioters,  it  appears,  endeavored  to  overpower  the 
guard,  to  force  the  prison,  and  had  actually  seized 
the  arms  of  some  of  the  soldiers,  and  made  a 
breach  in  the  walls  of  the  depot,  when  tht  guard 
found  Itself  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  their  fire- 
arms, and  five  of  the  rioters  were  killed  and  thirty- 
three  wounded;  after  which  the  tumult  subsided, 
and  the  depot  was  placed  in  a  state  of  tranquil- 
lity and  security. 

Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth,  Commander-in- 
Chief  at  Plymouth,  having  received  information 
of  this  unfortunate  event,  lost  no  time  in  directing 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Josias  Rowley,  I3art.  and  K. 
B.,  and  Captain  Shornberg,  the  two  senior  offi- 
cers at  that  port,  to  proceed  to  Dartmoor,  and  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances.  Those  officers 
accordingly  repaired  to  the  depot,  where  they 
found,  en  examination  of  the  officers  of  the  depot, 
and  all  the  American  prisoners  who  were  called 
before  them,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  not 
were  as  before  stated,  and  that  no  excuse  could 
be  assigned  for  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  but 
their  impatience  to  be  released;  and  the  Ameri- 
cans unanimously  declared  that  their  complaint 
of  delay  was  not  against  the  Bntish  Government, 
but  against  tlieir  own,  which  ought  to  have  sent 
means  for  their  early  conveyance  home;  and,  in 
replie-.  to  distinct  questions  to  that  effect,  they 
declared  they  had  no  ground  of  complaint  what- 
soever. 

Their  Lordships  think  it  right  to  add,  that,  on 
the  15th  of  last  month,  they  directed  the  Trans- 
port Board  to  take  measures  for  carrying  the  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  for  the  release  of  American 
prisoners  into  effect;  and  again,  on  the  30ih  ulti- 
mo, I  was  directed  to  write  to  know  what  steps 
had  been  taken  under  these  directi6ns;  and  the 
Transport  Board  answered,  in  their  letter  of  the 
next  day,  that  they  had  communicated  with  Mr. 
Beasley,  the  American  agent,  on  the  subject, 
who  had  acquainted  them  that  he  had  already 
provided  some  transports,  and  was  employed  in 
procuring  others,  for  the  conveyance  ot  the  pris- 
oners to  America. 

It  will  be  for  Lord  Castlereagh  to  judge  whether 
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it  may  not  be  proper  to  make  a  communication 
on  this  subject  to  the  American  Government. 
I  am.  (tc.  J.  W.  CROKER. 

J.  P.  MoRiER,  Esq. 


From  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners. 

LoNooN,  April  15,  1815. 

Sir  :  I  enclo.*«  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  our  prisoners  on  the  lamentable  transac- 
tion of  the  6th  instant,  which  I  communicated  to 
you  on  the  13th,  with  a  statement  from  the  Ad- 
miralty office  on  that  subject. 

I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  as  also  affidavits 
of  three  prisoners,  who  were  in  the  prison  at  the 
time,  and  have  since  arrived  in  town. 

As  soon  as  I  can  obtain  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  unfortunate  sufferers,  it  shall  be  transmitted 
to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

The  Hon.  John  Mason.  &c. 


From  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
circumstances  attending  the  massacre  at  Dart- 
moor. 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  each  severally  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God.  for 
the  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  late  massacre,  and  having  heard  the 
depositions  of  a  great  number  of  witnesses, 
from  our  own  personal  knowledge,  and  from 
the  depositions  given  in  as  aforcjaid,  report  as 
follows : 

That,  on  the  Gth  of  April,  about  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  when  the  prisoners  were  all  quiet  in 
their  respective  yards,  (it  being  about  the  usual 
time  for  turning  in  for  the  night,)  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  prisoners  being  then  in  the  prisons, 
the  alarm  bell  was  rung.  Many  of  the  prisoners 
ran  up  to  the  market  square  to  learn  the  occasion 
of  the  alarm.  There  were  then  drawn  up  in  the 
square  several  hundred  soldiers,  with  Captain 
Shoriland  (the  agent)  at  their  head  ;  it  was  like- 
wise observed,  at  the  same  time,  that  additional 
numbers  of  soldiers  were  posting  themselves  round 
the  walls  of  the  prison  yard.  One  of  them  ob- 
served to  the  prisoners  that  they  had  better  go 
into  their  prisons,*for  they  would  be  ch.^rged  upon 
directly.  This,  of  course,  occasioned  considera- 
ble alarm  among  them  ;  in  this  moment  of  uncer- 
tainty they  were  running  in  different  directions, 
inquiring  of  each  other  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
alarm — some  towards  their  respective  prisons, 
and  some  towards  the  market  square  ;  when  about 
one  hundred  were  collected  in  the  market  square. 
Captain  Shortland  ordered  the  soldiers  to  charge 
upon  them,  which  orders  the  soldiers  were  reluc- 
tant in  obeying,  as  the  prisoners  were  using  no 
violence ;  but,  on  the  orders  being  repealed,  they 
made  a  charge,  and  the  prisoners  retreated  out  of 
the  square  into  their  respective  prison  yards,  and 
shut  the  gates  after  them.     Captain   Shortland 


himself  opened  the  gates,  and  ordered  the  soldiers 
to  fire  in  among  the  prisoners,  who  were  all  re- 
treating in  different  directions  towards  their  re- 
spective prisons.  It  appears  there  was  some  hesi- 
tation in  the  minds  of  the  officers,  whether  or  not 
it  was  proper  to  fire  upon  the  prisoners  in  that 
situation;  on  which  Shortland  seized  a  musket 
out  of  the  hands  of  a  soldier,  which  he  fired.  Im- 
mediately after,  the  firing  became  general,  and 
many  of  the  prisoners  were  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed ;  the  remainder  were  endeavoring  to  get  into 
the  prisons,  when,  going  towards  the  lower  doors, 
the  soldiers  on  the  walls  commenced  firing  on 
them  from  that  quarter,  which  killed  some,  and 
wounded  others;  after  much  difficulty,  (all  the 
doors  being  closed  in  the  interim  but  one  in  each 
prison,)  the  survivors  succeeded  in  gaining  the 
prisons.  Immediately  after  which,  parties  of  sol- 
diers came  to  the  doors  of  Nos.  3  and  4  prisons, 
and  fired  several  volleys  into  them  through  the 
windows  and  doors,  which  killed  one  man  in  each 
prison,  and  wounded  severely  several  others. 

It  likewise  appears  that  the  preceding  butchery 
was  followed  up  with  a  disposition  of  peculiar 
inveteracy  and  barbarity.  One  man,  who  had 
been  severely  wounded  in  No.  7  yard,  and,  being 
unable  to  make  his  way  to  the  prison,  was  come 
up  with  by  the  soldiers,  whom  he  implored  for 
mercy,  but  in  vain  ;  Jive  of  the  hardened  wretches 
immediately  levelled  their  pieces  at  him,  and  shot 
him  dead  !  The  soldiers  who  were  posted  on  the 
walls  manifested  equal  cruelty,  by  Keeping  up  a 
constant  fire  on  every  prisoner  they  could  see  in 
the  yard  endeavoring  to  get  into  the  prisons,  when 
the  numbers  were  very  few,  and  when  not  the 
least  shadow  of  resistance  could  be  made  or  ex- 
pected. Some  of-ihera  had  got  into  No.  6  prison 
cook-house,  which  was  pointed  out  by  the  sol- 
diers on  the  walls  to  those  who  were  marching 
in^from  the  square;  they  immediately  went  up 
and  fired  into  the  same,  which  wounded  several. 
One  of  the  prisoners  ran  out,  with  the  intention 
of  gaining  his  prison,  but  was  killed  before  he 
reached  the  door. 

Ou  an  impartial  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  we  are  induced  to  believe  it  was 
a  premeditated  scheme  in  the  mind  of  Captain 
Shortland,  for  reasons  which  we  will  now  proceed 
to  give.  As  an  elucidation  of  its  origin,  we  will 
recur  back  to  an  event  which  happened  some  days 
previous.  Captain  Shortland  was  at  the  time 
absent  at  Plymouth,  but,  before  going,  he  ordered 
the  contractor  or  his  clerk  to  serve  out  one  pound 
ol  indifferent  hard  bread,  instead  of  one  pound 
and  a  half  of  soft  bread,  their  usual  allowance. 
This  the  prisoners  refused  to  receive.  They 
waited  all  day,  in  expectation  of  their  usual  al- 
lowance being  served  out;  but  at  sunset,  finding 
this  would  not  be  the  case,  they  burst  open  the 
lower  gates,  and  went  up  to  the  store,  demanding 
to  have  their  bread.  The  officers  of  the  garrison, 
on  being  alarmed,  and  informed  of  the  reasons  of 
this  proceeding,  observed  that  it  was  no  more 
than  right  the  prisoners  should  have  their  usual 
allowt.nce,  and  strongly  reproba'ed  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Shortland   in   withholding  it  from 
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jlithem.     Tliey  were  accordingly  served  with  their 
DTead.  and-quietly  returned  to  their  prisons.    This 
ircumstarjce,  with  the  censures  that  were  thrown 
his  conjluct,  reached  the  ears  of  Shoriland  on 
j_is  return  home,  and  he  must  then  have  deter- 
♦iijined  on  <he  diabolical  plan  of  seizing  the  first 
I^Afcight  pretf-xt  to  turn  in  the  military  to  butcher 
♦Itoe  prisoners,  for  the  gratification  of  his  malice 
|L,ind  revenue.     It  unfortunately  happened,  that  in 
:tbe  afiernt^on  of  the  6th  of  April  some  boys,  who 
^twrere  playipgball  in  No.  7  yard,  knocked  their  ball 
er  into  {he  barrack  yard,  and,  on  the  sentry  in 
at  yard  jefusing  to  throw  it  back  again,  they 
iVjcked  a  hj)le  through  the  wall  to  get  in  after  it, 
I  ffChis  afforded  Shortland  his  wished-for  pretext. 

■  r^bd  he  tooj,  his  measures  accordingly.  He  had 
fe^tl  the  garjson  drawn  up  in  the  military  walk, 
|^*ditional  pumbers  posted  on  the  walls,  and  every- 

■  hing  ready  prepared   before  the  alarm  bell  was 

»lng.     Th^s  he  naturally  concluded  would  draw 

%\\ie  attentii^n  of  a  great  number  of  prisoners  to- 

Wvards  the  gate,  to  learn  the  cause  of  the  alarm. 

;  ^hile  the  turnkeys  were  despatched  into  the  yards 

;  jdrt  lock  all  "the  doors  but  one  of  each  prison,  to 

'ff^event  th^"  prisoners  retreating  out  of  the  way 

;  Il)ffore  he  Ifad  sufficiently  wreaked  his  vengeance. 

t:  '.What  at(Js  peculiar  weight  to  the  belief  of  its 

Wh;ing  a  prr meditated  massacre,  are — 

▼>  -Firstly,  jrhe  sanguinary  disposition  manifested 

.  «•  every  o-jcasion  by  Shortland  ;  he  having,  prior 

fictthis  tira-.,  ordered  the  soldiers  to  fire  into  the 

i  i^sons,   thj-ough   the   windows,    upon    unarmed 

^  ^  iCisoners  a|.leep  in  their  hammocks,  on  account 

;  '  fa  light  likving  been  seen  in  the  prisons;  which 

i  i^Ti^hzTous  ikt  was  repeated  several  nights  succes- 

■  Rifely;  tha^  murder  was  not  committed  was  ow- 
1  rlfW  ^°  ^"  pverruling  Providence  alone,  for  the 
'f  =|.|lls  were  |)icked  up  in  the  prisons,  where  they 

;  ;|jssed  through  the  hammocks  of  men  then  asleep 

,  •  i|c^ihera;  h«jhavingordered  the  soldiers  to  fire  upon 

:    '*^te  pri.sonejs  in  the  yard  of  No.  7  prison,  because 

•rtjey  wouli5  not  deliver  up  to  hira  a  man  who  had 

fii^de  his  «}scape  from  the  Cachot,  which  order 

"mte  comraajiding  officer  of  the  soldiers  refused  to 

.;  'fWey  ;  and,  generally,  he  having  seized  on  every 

|.J^ht  preteitt  to  injure  the  prisoners,  by  his  stop- 

pi|ig  the  mfirketing  for  ten  days  repeatedly,  and 

lirtce  a  thirej  part  of  their  provisions  for  the  same 

Jjjigth  of  tijne. 

^econdly;  He  having  been  heard  to  say,  when 

r  boys  hajl  picked  the  hole  in  the  wall,  and  some 

■it.ie  before  ihe  alarm  bell  rung,  and  while  all  the 

;^  rjsoners  w'-re  quiet  in  their  respective  yards,  as 

^stial,  '-I'll  ;fix  the  damned  rascals  directly." 

[Thirdly.  ;His  having  all  the  soldiers  on  their 

'ts,  and  tlje  garrison  fully  prepared,  before  the 

rra  bell  \i'as  rung.    It  could  not,  of  course,  then 

Idone  to  {..ssemble  the  soldiers,  but  to  alarm  the 

Steoners  ar>J  create  confusion  among  them. 

^:  p'ourthly.    The  soldiers  on  the  wall,  previous 

wjlhe  alarnj  bell  being  rung,  informing  the  pris- 

s  that  iLey  would  be  charged  upon  directly. 

ifthly.  'JThe  turnkeys  going  into  the  yard  and 

liing  all  ifie  doors  but  one  in  each  prison,  whilst 

atientioi  of  the  prisoners  was  attracted  by  the 

lltrm  bell.  :  This  was  done  about  fifteen  minutes 


■ } 
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sooner  than  usual,  and  without  informing  the 
prisoners  it  was  time  to  shut  up.  It  was  ever  ihe 
invariable  practice  of  the  turnkeys,  (from  which 
they  never  deviated  before  that  night.)  when  com- 
ing into  the  yards  to  shut  up.  to  halloo  to  the  pris- 
oners so  loud  as  to  be  heard  all  over  the  yard* 
"turn  in.  turn  in;"  while  on  that  night  it  was 
done  so  secretly,  that  not  one  man  in  a  hundred 
knew  they  were  shut;  and,  in  particular,  their 
shutting  the  door  of  No.  7,  which  the  prisoners 
usually  go  in  and  out  at,  (and  which  was  former- 
ly always  the  last  one  closed.)  and  leaving  one 
open  in  the  other  end  of  the  prison,  which  was 
exposed  to  a  cross-fire  from  the  soldiers  on  the 
walls,  and  which  the  prisoners  had  to  pass  in 
gaining  the  prison. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  foregoing  reasons  suf- 
ficiently warrant  the  conclusions  we  have  drawn 
therefrom.  We  likewise  believe,  from  the  depo- 
sitions of  men  who  were  eye-witnesses  of  a  pari 
of  Shorihnd's  conduct  on  the  evening  of  the  6th 
April,  that  he  was  intoxicated  with  liquor  at  the 
time,  from  his  brutality  in  beating  a  prisoner  who 
was  then  .•supporting  another  severely  wounded; 
from  the  blackguard  and  abusive  language  he 
made  use  of;  and  from  his  having  frequently 
been  seen  in  the  same  state.  His  being  drunt 
wa:s,  of  course,  the  means  of  inflaming  his  bitter 
enmity  against  the  prisoners,  and  no  doubt  was 
the  principal  cause  of  the  indiscriminate  butch- 
ery, and  of  no  quarter  being  shown. 

We  here  solemnly  aver,  there  was  no  precon- 
certed plan  to  attempt  breaking  out.  There  can- 
not be  produced  the  least  shadow  of  a  reason  or 
inducement  for  that  intention,  the  prisoners  daily 
expecting  to  be  released,  and  to  embark  on  board 
cartels  for  their  own  native  country  ;  and  we  sol- 
emnly assert,  likewise,  that  there  was  no  inten- 
tion of  resisting,  in  any  manner,  the  authority 
of  the  government  of  this  depot. 

[Signed  by  the  Committee,] 

N.  B.  Seven  were  killed,  thirty  dangerously 
and  thirty  slightly  wounded,  making  a  total  of 
sixty-seven  killed  and  wounded. 

Dartmoor  Prison,  April  7,  1815, 

We  hereby  certify  this  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the 
original  report : 

William  B.  Bond 
James  Bogg<i. 


Francis  Joseph. 
John  Rust, 
Walter  Colton, 


William  Hobart, 
James  Adams, 
John  T.  Trowbridge, 
Heury  Allen. 
Thomas  B.  Mott, 
Committee. 


R.  G.  BeasUy  to  the  Commusary  O'eneralof  Priaomrt. 

London,  April  18,  1815, 
Sir^:  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit,  on  the  13th 
and  15th  instant,  two  reports  on  the  unfortunate 
transaction  of  the  6th  instant  at  Dartmoor  prison 
—the  one  by  the  British  authorities,  and  the  other 
by  a  cotnraittee  of  our  prisoners.  The  latter  I 
lost  no  time  in  laying  before  this  Government, 
and,  on  the  receipt  of  it,  Lord  Castlereagh  sought 
an  interview  with  Mr,  Clay  and  Mr,  Gallatin,  at 
which  It  was  agreed   that  each  party  should  ap- 
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point  a  commissioner  to  investigate  the  circum- 
stances. If  it  had  suited  the  convenience  of  Mr. 
Clay  or  Mr.  Gallatin  to  have  undertaken  it,  one 
of  the  British  Commissioners  who  signed  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  would  have  been  appointed  to 
act  with  him  ;  but  as  neither  of  these  gentlemen 
could  go,  and  as  my  presence  here  could  not  be 
dispensed  with  at  present,  they  advised  me  to  ap- 
ply to  Mr.  Charles  King,  of  New  York,  who  has 
readily  undertaken  to  act,  although  it  interferes 
in  some  degree  with  his  private  affairs. 

Mr.  King  left  town  last  evening  for  Dartmoor, 
with  a  Mr.  Larpent.  who  is  to  act  with  him. 

The  result  of  the  investigation  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  you  as  soon  as  received;  in  the  mean- 
time, I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  state 
that  every  disposition  has  been  manifested  to  do 
what  is  due  to  the  occasion. 

I  transmit,  herewith,  a  list  of  the  unfortunate 
suflerers  in  this  affair. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have 
just  received  from  the  Transport  Board,  relative 
to  the  proposals  I  made,  on  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  for  sending  home  our 
prisoners. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  here  remark,  that,  at 
the  interview  which  took  place  between  Lord 
Castlereagh  and  Messrs,  Clay  and  Gallatin,  his 
Lordship  proposed  this  arrangement,  and  that 
these  gentlemen  advised  me  to  agree  to  it, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d,c, 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

The  Hon.  John  Mason,  &c. 


Litt  of  prisoners  wounded  on  ihe  evening  of  the  6th 
April,  1815. 

Thomas  Smith,  amputated  thigh. 

Philip  Ford,  punctured  wound  of  the  back,  and 
punctured  wound  of  the  belly. 

John  Gray,  amputated  arm. 

Robert  VVillet,  (tawney.)  amputated  thigh. 

James  Bell,  bayonet  wound  of  the  ihigh. 

Thomas  Findlay,  gunshot  wound  through  the 
thigh  and  testicle;  the  ball  entered  the  hip,  and 
passed  out  the  fore  part  of  the  thigh,  and  through 
the  testicle. 

William  Leverage,  lacerated  hand  and  ampu- 
tated thumb. 

Joseph  jBezeck,  (alias  Masick,)  gunshot  wound 
of  the  thigh,  throuo^h  which  the  ball  passed. 

John  Willett,  (black.)  fractured  jaw.  lacerated 
hip,  complicated  with  a  shattered  state  of  the 
upper  jaw. 

James  Esdaile,  gunshot  wound  of  the  hip. 

Henry  Montcalm,  gunshot  wound  of  the  left 
knee. 

Frederick  (or  John)  Howard,  gunshot  wound 
of  the  leg,  through  which  the  ball  passed. 

William  Penn,  (black.)  gunshot  wound  of  the 
thigh. 

Robert  Fittez,  gunshot  wound  of  the  penis. 

Cornelius  Garrison,  gunshot  wound  of  the 
t  high.    The  ball  passed  through  the  limb. 

James  Turnbuil,  amputated  arm. 

Edward  Whittlebaoks,  bayonet  wound  of  the, 


back,  producing  paralysis  of  the  sphincturae  ani 
et  urini,  with  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities. 

Stephen  Phipps,  bayonet  wounds  of  the  abdo- 
men and  thigh. 

James  Wells,  gunshot  fracture  sacrum  and 
crista  iliat:,  and  gunshot  fracture  of  both  bones  of 
the  left  arm. 

Caleb  Codding,  gunshot  wound  of  the  leg. 

Edward  Gardner,  gunshot  fracture  of  the  left 
arm. 

Jacob  Davis,  gunshot  wound  of  the  thigh.  The 
ball  passed  through  the  thigh. 

John  Hagabets.  gunshot  wound  of  the  hip. 

Peter  Wilson,  gunshot  fracture  of  the  hand. 
The  ball  passed  through  the  palm  of  the  hand. 

John  Perry,  gunshot  wound  of  the  shoulder. 

John  Peach,  gunshot  wound  of  the  thigh.  The 
ball  passed  through  the  thigh, 

John  Roberts,  (black.)  gunshot  wound  of  the 
thigh. 

John  Guie,  amputated  thigh. 

Ephraim  Lincoln,  gunshot  wound  of  the  knee. 
Discharged  cured  23d  April,  1815. 

John    Wilson,    bayonet   wound, 
cured  12ih  April,  1815. 

William  Blake,  bayonet  wound, 
cured  12th  April,  1815. 

*  Thomas  Jackson,  (black,)  gunshot  wound  of 
the  abdomen.  He  died  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  7th. 

*  James  Campbell,  gunshot  fracture,  with  de- 
pression of  the  whole  o(  the  frontal  bone,  orbital 
ridge,  and  nasal  bones.  He  died  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th.  GEORGE  MAGRATH. 


Discharged 
Discharged 


Description  of  death  wounds  inflicted  on  the  evening 
of  April  6,  1815. 

John  HaywooJ,  (black.)  The  ball  entered  a 
little  posterior  to  the  acromien  of  the  left  shoulder, 
and,  passing  obliquely  upwards,  made  its  egress 
about  the  middle  of  the  right  side  of  the  necK. 

Thomas  Jackson.  The  ball  entered  the  left 
side  of  the  belly,  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  uavel, 
and  made  its  egress  a  little  below  the  false  ribs  in 
the  opposite  side;  a  large  portion  of  the  intes- 
tinal canal  protruded  through  the  wound  made 
by  the  ingress  of  the  ball.  He  languished  until 
8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7ih,  when  he  died. 

John  Washington.  The  ball  entered  at  the 
squamosa  process  of  the  left  temporal  bone,  and, 
passing  through  the  head,  made  its  exit  a  little 
below  the  crucial  ridge  of  the  occipital  bone. 

James  Mann.  The  ball  entered  at  the  inferior 
angle  of  the  left  scapula,  and  lodged  under  the 
integument  of  the  right  pectoral  muscle.  In  its 
course.  It  passed  through  the  inferior  margin  of 
the  right  and  left  lobes  of  the  lungs. 

Joseph  Toker  Johnson.  The  ball  entered  at 
the  inferior  angle  of  the  left  scapula,  penetrated 
the  heart,  and.  passing  through  both  lobes  of  the 
lungs,  made  its  egress  at  the  right  axilla. 

William  Leveridge.  The  ball  entered  about 
the  middle  of  the  left  arm,  through  which  it 
passed,  and,  penetrating  the  corresponding  side, 


These  naxnes  ar«  included  in  the  list  of  deaths. 
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iiwrtwixt  th«{  second  aod  third  ribs,  passing  through  the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs,  the  mediastinum,  and 
kJpfft  the  rijpbt  lobe,  lodged  betwixt  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs. 

P  ;  James  Campbell.  The  ball  entered  at  the  outer  angle  of  the  right  eye,  and  in  its  course  it  frac- 
^ored  and  depressed  the  greater  part  of  the  frontal  bone,  fractured  the  nasal  bones,  and  made  jts 
)|i^i;ress  abofe  the  orbital  ridge  of  the  left  eye.    He  languished   until  the  morning  of  the  8th,  when 

GEORGE  MAGRATH. 


died. 


w  return  p/  American  prisoners  of  war  who  were  killed  and  wounded  in  an  attempt  to  forct  tht 
**  '  i  military  guard  on  the  evening  of  the  Gth  of  ApHl,  1815. 


is ' 


«« 


I 


10 


15  ! 


r.j 


25 


30  ! 


33 


1^ 


£^§ 


Names. 


I  KILLID. 

4^84  I   Wm.  Leveridge, 

jd70  1  James  Mann, 
n^l34      John  Haywood, 

1*347     Jos.  T.Johnson, 
5         3jn36  i  John  Washington, 


I 

6^520 

« 

3^647 

5^69 

l.jr22 

5JK)3 

3jjl4 

l^t)6.5 

5^26 

a«148 

l}i8l 

3/)52 

1-236 

685 

'  94 

-436 

1>)24 

1^546 

,486 

]£40 

ri819 

5iD15 

21)13 

P80 

2j384 

p38 

4^53 

4493 

4}l09 

1/128 

6;(23 

l,fel2 

ai)80 

2,662 


WOUKDID. 

'Thomas  Jackson, 

fJames  Campbell, 
John  Guier, 
William  Penn, 
Cornefs  Garrison, 
H.  .Montcalm, 
Robert  VVillet, 
John  Peach, 
Ed.  W'hiltlebanks, 
James  Turnbull, 
James  Wells, 
Philip  Ford, 
James  Bel!, 
John  Gray, 
Wm.  Leverage, 
Edward  Gardner, 
Stephen  Phipps, 
John  Roberts, 
7'homas  Smith, 
Caleb  Codding, 
Jacob  Davis, 
James  Esdaile, 
Peter  Wilson, 
tWilliam  Blake, 
John  HaE:abets, 
Ephraim  Lincoln, 
Thomas  Findlay, 
John  Howard, 
Joseph  Masick, 
Robert  Fittez, 
John  Willett, 
John  Perry, 
§John  Wilson, 


QuaUty. 


Seaman, 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


Boy, 

Seaman, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Boy, 
Seaman, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
2d  mate. 
Seaman, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


.   •  Dangerously;  died  April  7,  ISlTi. 
\  +  Dangerously  ;  died  April  8,  1816. 

I 

\ 


Ship. 


Enterprise,  prize  to  Saratoga,  - 
Siroc,  .  .  .  .  . 
Gave  himself  up  from  H.  M.  ship 

Scipion. 
Paul  Jones,        .... 
Rolla, 


Gave  himself  up  from  H.  M.  ship 

Prontes. 
Volontaire. 

Rambler,  .  -  .  .  . 
Despatch;  impressed  at  London, 
Invincible,  .         .         .         . 

Hornby,  prize  to  Gov.  Tompkins, 
H.  M.  ship  Andromache. 
Enterprise,         -         -         .         . 
H.  M.  ship  Royal  William. 
Elbridge  Gerry, 
Thorn, 

H.  M.  ship  SulUn,     • 
Joel  Barlow, 
St.  Martin's  Planter, 
Magdelene, 
Joseph,      ... 
Zebra, 

Two  Brothers;  impressed  at  Cork, 
Paul  Jones,        -         -         .         . 
H.  .M.  ship  SwiAsure. 
Charlotte,  prize  to  Mammoth,     - 
Governor  Tompkins, 
Virginia  Planter, 
H.  .M.  ship  Repulse. 
Good  Friends,  -         -         -         . 

Argus, 

Enterprise  -         .         .         . 

Flash, 

H.  M.  ship  Furieax. 

Grand  Turk,      -         .         .         . 

H.  M.  ship  Rosario. 

H.  M.  ship  Tiger. 

H.  M.  ship  Fortune. 


Whether  man  of  war, 
merchant  vessel,  or 
privateer. 


Privateer. 

Letter  of  marque. 

Privateer. 
.Merchant  vassal. 


Merchant  vessel. 
Merchant  vessel. 
Letter  of  marque. 
Privateer. 

Privateer. 

Privateer. 
Privateer. 

Merchant  vessel. 
Merchant  vessel. 
Merchant  vessel. 
Merchant  vesael. 
Letter  of  marque. 
Letter  of  marque. 
Privateer. 

Privateer. 
Privateer. 
Merchant  vessel. 

Merchant  vessel. 
Merchant  vessel. 
Privateer. 
Privateer. 

Privateer. 


TH.  GEO.  8H0RTLAND.  Agent. 

GEO.  MAGRATH,  Surgeon. 
t  Discharged  cured  April  12,  1815. 
^Duckarged  cured  April  13,  1615. 
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From  Aiexander  MeLeay  to  R.  G.  Beasley. 

Transport  Office.  April  19,  1815. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  transport  service,  (fee,  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  hare, 
by  their  order  of  yesterday's  date,  been  pleased  to 
signify  the  consent  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
that  the  expense  of  conveying  the  American  pris- 
oners of  war  from  this  country  to  America  should 
be  shared  by  the  two  Governments,  leaving  the 
interpretation  of  the  article  in  the  late  Treaty  of 
Peace  upon  this  subject  for  future  explanation  ; 
and  that  the  board  are  accordingly  about  to  take 
measures  for  providing  vessels  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  remainder  of  the  prisoners,  under- 
standing that  the  vessels  already  engaged  by  you 
are  calculated  to  convey  about  three  thousand 
men.     I  am,  sir,  dc-c. 

ALEXANDER  McLEAY. 

R.  G.  Beahley.  Esq. 


From  R.  C  BeatUy  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners. 

London,  April  30,  1815. 

Sib:  In  my  letter  of  the  19ih  instant  I  in- 
formed you  of  the  measure:*  which  had  been 
adopted  here  in  consequence  of  the  late  unfortu- 
nate event  at  Dartmoor  prison. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr. 
Gallatin,  relative  to  that  occurrence,  and  to  the 
transportation  of  the  American  prisoners  in  this 
country  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adam?,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  communicate,  for  the  information  of  our 
Government,  the  result  of  the  investigation  at 
Dartmoor.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  joint  report 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose ; 
also  a  letter  from  Mr.  King  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
of  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  that  melan- 
choly occasion. 

I  shall  leave  to  Mr.  Adams  any  further  steps 
which  he  may  deem  it  proper  lo  take  in  this  busi- 
ness. I  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  notice  here  the 
erroneous  impression  of  the  prisoners,  that  their 
detention  so  long  has  been  owing  to  me.  You  are 
aware,  sir,  of  my  constant  exertions  during  the 
war  to  effect  their  liberation.  Immediately  on 
the  signing  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  at  Ghent,  I 
received  my  instructions  on  that  subject,  pro- 
posing, as  a  condition,  that  all  the  prisoners  who 
might  be  delivered  over  to  me  by  the  British 
Government  should  be  considered  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  not  at  liberty  to  serve  until  regularly 
eicbanged,  in  the  event  of  the  treaty  not  being 
ratified  by  the  President.  This  proposition  was 
declined,  and  in  a  peremptory  manner.  On  the 
receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  ratification  from 
America,  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  requesting  the 
release  of  the  prisoners,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  treaty;  and  the  number  of  vessels  which  I 
had  hired,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  13th 
instant,  and  which  are  now  on  their  voyage  to 
the  United  States,  will  show  that  the  necessary  I 
steps  were  taken  to  provide  for  their  immediate' 


tnjnsportation  ts  their  country.  The  prisoners 
also,  were  informed  of  these  measures,  and  of  the 
exertions  which  had  been  made  from  the  com- 
mencement to  return  them  to  their  homes  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  Therefore,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  uneasiness  under  confine- 
ment, and  whatever  hostile  feelings  they  may 
have  had  towards  me,  as  noticed  in  the  report 
and  in  Mr.  King's  letter,  I  may  say,  with  confi- 
dence, that  I  could  not  prevent  the  one,  nor  have 
I  deserved  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 
Hon.  John  Mason,  dec. 


Extracts  of  a  Utter  from  R.  G.  BeasUy,  Esq.,  Agent 
for  American  Prisoners  of  War  in  England,  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

October  10,  1815. 

"In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
that  of  the  5th  August,  [the  Commissary  Gene- 
eral's  letter,]  I  transmit,  hesewith,  copies  of  my 
correspondence  with  the  Transport  Board  on  the 
subject  of  the  general  release  of  American  pris- 
oners in  this  country  on  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  at  Ghent,  and  on  the  receipt  of  the  Presi- 
dent's ratification;  also,  copies  and  extracts  of 
letters  informing  the  prisoners  of  the  measures 
taken  for  their  release,  preceding  the  occurrence 
at  Dartmoor  of  the  Gth  April. 

'■  It  was  always  my  practice  before  requesting, 
by  written  communication,  the  release  of  prison- 
ers, to  urge  the  measure  in  person;  and  this  re- 
peatedly, until  either  it  was  granted,  or  there  ap- 
peared  not  any  hope  of  success;  and   then   my 
letter  followed,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
negotiation  to  a  more  official  form.     This  prac- 
tice I  pursued  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
at   Ghent,   when  my    request   was   refused;  and 
again  on  the  receipt  of  the  ratification  of  the  Pre- 
sident, when  the  release  was  agreed  upon.     Upon 
these  occasions  I,  of  course,  availed   myself  of 
every  circumstance  which  I  conceived  calculated 
to  accomplish  the  object  I  had  in  view;  and  I 
frequently  found  the  board  concurring  with  me 
upon  points  which,  when  submitted   to  the  Ad- 
miralty, were    rejected."    'One   of  my   letters, 
informing  the  prisoners  of  the  measures  taken  for 
their  release,  was  addressed  to  those  on  parole  at 
Ashburton,  which  is  about  sixteen  miles  distant 
from  Dartmoor,  and  with  whom  the  prisoners  at 
this  place  were   in  constant  correspondence.     I 
have  to  observe,  further,  that  when  inquiry  as  to 
the  probable  time  of  release  was  made  at  my  of- 
fice by  friends  of  prisoners,  which  at  that  time 
was  very  frequently  the  case,  they  were  always 
requested,  when   writing  to  them,  to  desire  the 
information  to  be  made  as  public  in  the  prison  as 
possible." 


From  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Alexander  McLeay. 
Harley  Street,  Jan.  18,  1815. 
Sir:  A  treaty  of  peace  having  been  concluded 
at  Ghent  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
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^Ijites,  I  an^  induced,  by  a  desire  to  shorten  the 

iu^erings  cPilie  American  prisoners  in  thiscoun- 

\i4,  10  addross  the  board  relative  to  them,     I  do 

lull's  with  tLfe  more  confidence  of  its  bein^  favor- 

itJjr  receivt|d,  as  I  am  persuaded  that  this  wish 

is  Equally  entertained  by  the  British  Government. 

\  have,  tl^erefore.  to  request  that  a  certain  num- 

fi^'d  of  pri:-i)ners  may  be  released,  as  soon   as  I 

Inly  be  abl^-?  to  procure  proper  conveyances  for 

tljt^ra   to  thf  United  States,  under  the  condition 

ihftt  they  ?12all  be  subject  to  exchange  should  the 

treaty  not  \k  ratified  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 

l3?(i  Slates.    I  am.  dec. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 
)A.  McLkav,  Esq.,  'Praiisport  Office. 

\       r       — 

*    From  A'iexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Bea»Uy. 
a  '^BA.NSPORT  OFFICE,  Jan.  21,  1815. 

^iR  :  HavjDg  received,  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
nfssioners  Jbr  the  transport  service,  dec.  your 
eiter  of  th^  18th  instant,  propo^'ing,  under  the 
;ijbumstanijes  therein  stated,  that  a  certain  num- 
tJ  of  Ameican  prisoners  of  v(rar  may  be  permit- 
e^  to  return  to  the  United  Stales.  I  have  it  m 
C|nmand  ti  acquaint  you  that  the  same  has  been 
eierred  to  liie  consideration  of  the  Lords  Com- 
infssioners  qf  the  Admiralty,  and  that  their  Lord- 
f-kjps  have,  jn  reply,  been  pleased  to  signify  that 
^b|;y  do  not  jlhink  proper  to  accede  to  your  propo- 
|it|oQ.    I  anj^,  dec. 

From  R.^G.  BeaaUy  to  Alexander  McLeay. 
\  -Harley  Street,  March  15,  1815, 

TheJTreaty  of  Ghent  having  been  ratified 


A.  McLEAY,  Secretary. 
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IR 


the  Govilernmenis  of  the  United   States  and 
'his  country',  and   peace  being   thus   happily  re- 
beg  to  inquire 
silver  over  to 
I  as  soon 


Itrtred  belwttn  the  two  nations,  I  be 

fv|ether  theie  is  any  objection  to  del 

Vo-  the  priso.iers  detained  in  this  country, 

|*i  J  can  provide  for  their  conveyance  ? 

f  '  I  am,  &f.  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

i    2^..  McLe4V,  Esq.,  Transport  Ojfice. 

h     '     — 

(   ?    From  Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beaaley. 
I  *  Ti;a.n9port  Office,  March  15.  1815. 

\  Bia :  I  hafre  received,  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
tnfssioners  uf  the  transport  service,  dec,  your  let- 
\tt  of  the  l^h  instant,  requesting  to  be  informed, 
fender  the  circumstances  therein  staled,  whether 
|hire  be  any  objection  to  deliver  over  to  you  the 

fV^ericans  ^ow  detained  as  prisoners  of  war  iu 
his  country,  upon  your  providing  vessels  for  their 
o<iveyance;to  the  United  States. 
»    in  reply, jl  am  directed   to  acquaint  you  that 

!*h?  board  aje  ready  to  embark  all  the  prisoners 
Q>"question,*upon  your  providing  vessels  at  Ply- 
^O^uth  for  t^eir  conveyance;  it  being  understood 
ih«t  all  the  (lebts  contracted  by  them  m  this  coun- 
-.ry  must  previously  be  paid. 
I  am,  dec, 

I  A.  McLEAY,  Secretary. 

G.  Be^sley.  Esq. 

i 

i 

« 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  G.  Bea»Uy,  addruted  to 
the  Committee  of  American  Fri*onera  of  V^ar  at 
Dartmoor. 

London,  March  22,  1815. 
"Three  cartels  are  now  preparing  here,  with 
all  expedition,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  prison- 
ers to  the  United  States." 


R.  G.  BeaaUy  to  American  Priaonera  of  War  at  Aah- 

burtoti. 

Agency  for  Am.  Prisoners  of  War, 

London,  March  24,  1815. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  having  been  ratified  by  the  Pre- 
sident, the  release  of  the  prisoners  of  war  will 
commence  without  delay. 

Although  I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  ia- 
struciioos  from  our  Goveromeot,  I  have  engaged, 
and  am  fitting  out,  four  vessels  for  their  convey- 
ance, to  proceed  to  Plymouth  to  receive  them, 
and  shall  use  every  despatch  in  sending  them  tu 
the  United  States. 

lam,  dec.  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 


Extract  af  a  letter  from  R.  G.  Beaaley  to  Captain 
T.  G.  Shorttand,  Agent  for  Priaonera  of  War  at 
Dartmoor. 

London,  March  25,  1815. 
•'  I  have  engaged  four  vessels  for  cartels,  which 
are  fitting  oui  with  all  despatch.  They  will  sail, 
I  hope,  in  five  or  six  days  for  Plymouth,  to  re- 
ceive prisoners.  Their  tonnage,  together,  is  about 
1,600  tons." 


From  R.  G.  BeaaUy  to  Dr.  Magrath. 

London,  March  31,  1815. 

Sir  :  1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th 
instant,  acquainting  me  with  your  opinion  of  the 
complaints  of  .Mr.  Procior  and  Mr.  Robinson, 
now  in  Dartmoor  hospital.  In  return.  I  beg  to 
inform  you  that  these  two  prisoners  shall  be  sent 
home  in  the  first  cartel,  which  will,  I  expect,  sail 
from  this  place  to-morrow  for  Plymouth. 

I  am,  dec.  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Georqc  Magrath.  Esq.,  Surgeon,  dj-c. 


From  R.  G.  BeaaUy  to  the  Committee  of  American 
Priaonera  of  War. 

Agency  for. Am.  Prisoners  of  War, 
London,  March  31,  1815. 

Gentlemen:  It  appearing  by  several  letters 
which  I  have  received  from  Dartmoor,  that  the 
prisoners  have  taken  up  an  idea  that  any  who 
may  have  the  means  of  proceeding  to  the  United 
States  would,  on  application,  receive  a  free  dis- 
charge, I  request  that  you  will  make  it  known 
throughout  the  prison  that  such  is  not  the  fact. 

There  must  be  other  and  better  reasons  to  in- 
duce me  to  consent  to  their  release  in  this  man- 
ner, at  this  time.  The  situation  of  Europe,  under 
the  prospect  of  another  war,  multiplies  the  risk 
of  impressment.     I  have  taken  measures  to  have 
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them  all  released  and  sent  home  by  cartels  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  where  they  are  much 
wanted,  aad  where  wages  are  very  high. 

I  am,  dec.  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 


STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  8,  1816.] 

Treasury  Department,  Dec.  6.  1815. 
In  obedience  to  the  acts  entitled,  respectively, 
"An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department," 
and  '"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an 
act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department,"  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  the  honor  to  lay 
before  Congress  the  following  report: 

I.  A  cursory  review  of  the  financial  operations 
of  the  Government,  in  reference  to  the  recent 
state  of  war. 

II.  A  view  of  the  finances  for  1815,  with  esti- 
mates of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditures 
for  1816. 

III.  Propositions  for  the  improvement  and  man- 
agement of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  support  of 
public  credit. 

I.  A  cursory  review  of  the  financial  operations 
of  the  Government  in  reference  to  the  recent  state 
of  war. 

In  order  to  introduce  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  with  advantage,  the  measures  which 
will  be  respectfully  suggested,  for  replacing  the 
finances  of  the  United  States  upon  the  basis  of  a 
Peace  Establishment,  a  review  of  the  financial 
operations  of  ihe  Government,  in  reference  to  the 
recent  state  of  war,  appears  to  be  a  necessary  pre- 
liminary. 

The  restrictive  system,  which  commenced  in 
the  year  1807,  greatly  diminished  the  product  of 
the  public  revenue;  but  it  was  not  until  the  crisis 
involved  an  actual  declaration  of  war,  that  the 
augmentation  in  the  expenses  of  ihe  Government 
became  obvious  and  important.  With  the  occa- 
sional aid  of  temporary  loans  the  ordinary  re- 
ceipts of  ihe  Treasury  had  exceeded  the  ordinary 
expenditures,  even  during  the  period  of  a  sus- 
pended commerce;  and  a  report  from  this  De- 
partment, presenting  the  estimates  for  the  year 
1812,  seems  to  have  given  the  fir.-t  intimation 
that  the  portion  of  extraordinary  expenses,  to  be 
incurred  for  the  military  and  naval  service,  on 
account  of  the  then  existing  state  of  ihe  country, 
would  raise  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  to  a 
considerable  amount  beyond  the  estimated  pro- 
duct of  the  current  revenue.  The  ordinary  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  ending  on  the  30ih  of 
September,  1811,  were  stated  as  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  $13,052,65X  73;  and  the  ordinary  receipts, 
for  the  same  year,  were  stated  as  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  $13,541,446  37,  independent  of  a  Tem- 
porary loan  raised  in  1810,  and  repaid  in  1811,  as 
well  as  of  the  balances  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  and  the  clo'-.e  of  ihe  year.  But 
the  estimate*  for  the  year  1812  required,  on 
l4Lli  Con.  1st  Stss.— 51 


account  of  the  current  expeotes,   th«   sum   of 

$9,400,000.  ' 

For  the  Civil  and   Diplomatic 

deparlmenta         -         -         -$1,260,000 

For  the  Military  Department, 
(including  the  militia,  the  la- 
dian  department,  the  charge 
of  arsenals,  army,  and  ord- 
nance, &c.)         -         -         -     3,416,000 

For  the  Naval  Department      -     2,500,000 

And  for  the  interett  on  the  pub- 
lic debt        ....     2,226,000 


And  the  subsisting  reyenoe 
to  meet  these  expenses  was 
estimated  at  $8,200,000,  pro- 
ceeding— 

From  the  customs  -         .         .     7,500,000 
From  the  sale  of  public  lands  -        600,000 
And  from   miscellaneous  pay- 
ments ....        100,000 


$9,400,000 


8,200,000 


Leaving  a  deficit,  for  which  it  was  proposed 
to  provide  by  a  loan,  amounting  to  the 
■um  of $1,200,000 


Such  were  the  limited  objects  of  expense,  and 
such  the  limited  means  of  supply,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  in  which  war  was  de- 
clared. An  increase  of  the  expense,  and  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  supply,  must  have  been  anticipated 
as  the  inevitable  consequences  of  that  event ;  but 
the  Government  reposed  with  confidence,  for  all 
the  requisite  support,  upon  the  untried  resources 
of  ihe  nation,  in  credit,  in  capital,  and  in  industry. 
The  confidence  was  justly  reposed  ;  yet  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  considered  as  a  subject  for  regret, and 
it  certainly  furnishes  a  lesson  of  practical  policy, 
that  there  existed  no  system  by  which  ihe  inter- 
nal resources  of  the  country  could  be  brought  at 
once  into  action,  when  the  resources  of  its  exter- 
nal commerce  became  incompetent  lo  answer  the 
exigencies  of  the  times. 

The  existence  of  such  a  system  would,  proba- 
bly, have  invigorated  the  early  movements  of  the 
war;  might  have  preserved  the  public  credit  un- 
impaired; and  would  have  rendered  the  pecu- 
niary contributions  of  the  people  more  equal  as 
well  as  more  effective.  But,  owing  to  the  want 
of  such  a  system,  a  sudden  and  almost  an  exclu- 
sive resort  to  the  public  credit  was  necessarily 
adopted  as  the  chief  instrument  of  finance.  The 
nature  of  the  instrument  employed  was  soon  de- 
veloped ;  and  it  was  found  that  public  credit  could 
only  be  durably  maintained  upon  the  broad  found- 
ations of  public  revenue. 

On  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Congress  in  No- 
vember, 1811,  the  legi.^lative  attention  was  devoted 
to  the  organization  of  the  Military  and  Naval 
Department  upon  the  enlarged  scale  of  the  War 
Establishment;  so  that  the  appropriations  foi^ 
this  purpose  far  exceed,  ia  a  short  time,  the  esti- 
raate>  and  the  re.>-ources  of  the  Treasury,  as  they 
have  been  already  described.  Ways  and  means 
were,  therefore,  provided  to  meet  the  extraordi- 
nary demands  thus  created  ;  but  they  wer«  derir- 
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^(J   exclusively  from  the   operations  of  foreign 
^^-qmnaerce  |nd  public  credit. 

I  1.  The  Plediterranean  fund  was  at  first  contin- 
l^d  uniil  lie  4th  of  March,  1813,  and  afterwards 
fpf til  Marcn,  1815,  when  it  became  extinct,  af- 
^(odrding  an  jidditional  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per 
.iafnt.  ad  Vi^orem  on  all  imported  goods  paying 
Mi|ties  ad  tiilorem  ;  and  a  discriminating  duly  of 
oe^)  per  ceD<>.  upon  that  additional  duty,  in  respect 
^iolall  goods:  imported  in  vessels  no:  of  the  United 
tSlates.        j 

*^  »2.  There?>rere  imposed  an  additional  duty  of 

y^e  hundreT  percent,  upon  the  permanent  duties 

t^n  goods  ir^ported  into  the  United  States,  from 

■^uy  foreign,  place,  a  discriminating  duty  of  ten 

ier  cent.  U||on  that  additional  duty,  in  respect  to 

4li  goods  imported  in   vessels  not  of  the  United 

JJiiates  ;  unt^  an  additional  duty  of  one  dollar  and 

Tiy  cents  per   ton  (the  previous  duly  being  at 

rate  of|  fifty  cents  per  ton)  upon   all  vessels 

unging   Jvholly  or  in   part   to  the   subjects  of 

jjoyeign  Foyers.     But  the  continuance  of  the  act 

^log  limilvd  to  the  expiration  of  one  year  after 

Vii  conclusion  of  the  peace,  those  additional  du- 

*^^  will  ce.,se  on  the  17ih  of  February,  1816. 

*}  -,3.  Ad  aiiihority  was  given  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 

iten  not   exceeding   811,000,000,  and   lo  create 

^^ck  for   ijiejimount,  bearing  interest,  not  ex- 

•itifding  theirate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 

M^mbursab^  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of 

fjiyelve  yearf,  from  the  1st  of  January.  1813.    The 

^iyraent  of.  the   interest,  and  the  redemption  or 

'^ir  purchase  of  tliis  stock,  are  charged  upon  the 

iijjking  Fujid. 

i^.  And  a^  authority  way  given  to   issue  Trea- 

tiiify  notes  ijr  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000,000, 
Mring  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  and  a  half  per 
ypt.  per  anj^dum.and  reimbursable  at  such  places, 
,i»pectively^  as  should  be  expressed  on  ihe  face 
iy  the  notes«one  year  after  the  day  on  which  the 
w.tne  shall  Save  been  issued.  The  notes  were 
9^'rUied  to  (>€  receivable  in  payment  of  all  duties 
Kid  taxes  laid  by  the  United  Slates,  and  all  pub- 

t*>;- lands  sjd  by  their  authority;  and  the  pay- 
Ma*.  of  int'*rest,  and  the  redemption  or  the  pur- 
jAse  of  ihe^e  n<jte;s  were  charged,  like  the  funded 
v'^bt,  upon  :|ie  Sinking  Fund. 
^Jl^he  effecj  of  the  additional  ways  and  means 
»*'*vided  by^Congress,  from  lime  to  lime,  during 
v-()^  late  wa/,  may  readily  be  traced.  From  the 
h  -Aon.  date.}  the  1st  of  December,  1812,  it  ap- 
jtf  rs  that  t|e  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
jawing  the  \-tar  ending  on  the  30th  of  September, 
^JI2,  inclu.ing  a  portion  of  the  loan,  and  ihe 
|.s(je  of  Trfisury  notes,  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
J10,782. 159^40;  (almost  double  the  amount  of 
ip^  previous  estimate  ;)  and  that  the  actual  dis- 
^J(sement  Jr)r  the  same  year  amounted  to  the 
^Jijo  of  $1RJ368,325  7,  (which  was,  also,  almost 
.Su;;ible  the  ajnount  of  the  previous  estimate.)  in- 
f^yendent  t-^  the  balances  ii»  the  Treasury  at  the 
icfciaraencement  and  the  close  of  the  year.  But 
'li»  e*-iimatexi  for  the  year  1813  required,  on  ac- 
<wni  of  ih<  accumulating  expenditure?,  a  sum 
q$3l,925,l'()0. 

> 
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For  the  Civil  and  Diplomstic 

Departmenla      -         -         -  .$l,.'i00.000 

For  the   Military  Department   17,000,000 

For  the  Naval  Dcparlruent    -     4,925,000 

And  for  ihe  interest  and  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal 
of  the  public  debt       -         -     8,600,000 


And  the  subsisting  revenue 
to    meet    these    expenditures 
was  estimated  at   the  aum  of 
$12,000,000,  proceeding— 
From  the   customs         -         -  11,500,000 
From    the    salea     of    public 


$31,925,000 


lands.  Sec. 


SOO.OOO 


1 2,000,000 


Leaving  a  deficit,  for  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  provide,  first  by  the  outstand- 
ing balances  of  the  authorized  loan  and 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  second  bj 
a  new  authority  to  borrow,  and  to  isiiue 
Treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of 


$19,925,000 


During  the  session  of  Congress,  which  com- 
menced in  November,  1812,  and  closed  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1813,  ihe  appropriations  lor  the  Array, 
the  Navy,  and  oilier  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, were  considerably  augmented  ;  but,  without 
adverting  lo  the  imposition  of  a  small  duty  upon 
imported  iron-wire,  no  new  source  of  revenue 
was  then  opened,  but  additional  aid  was  extended 
lo  the  Treasury  by  authorizing  a  repetition  of  the 
appeal  to  public  credit. 

1.  An  authority  was  given  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
sum  not  exceeding $16  000,000.  and  lo  create  stock 
for  the  amount,  bearing  ioierest  not  exceeding 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  reim- 
bur.>able  at  any  lime  after  the  expiration  of  twelve 
years,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1814.  The  pay- 
ment of  ihe  interest,  and  the  redemption  or  pur- 
chase of  this  stock,  are  charged  upon  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

2.  And  an  authority  was  given  to  issue  Treas- 
ury notes  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000,000 
absolutely,  with  a  provi.sional  authority  to  issue 
an  additional  sum  of  $5  000,000,  to  be  deemed  and 
held  10  be  a  pari  of  the  loan  of  $16,000,000,  au- 
thorized as  above  slated  lo  be  raised.  The  notes 
were  to  bear  interest  at  the  rale  of  five  and  two- 
fifths  per  cent,  per  annum,  lo  be  reimbursable  at 
such  place.s,  re>peciively.  as  should  be  expressed 
on  the  face  of  them,  one  year  after  the  day  on 
which  they  should  be  issued;  lo  be  receivable  ia 
payment  of  all  duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the  United 
Slaies,and  all  public  lands  sold  by  their  authority; 
and  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemp- 
tion or  purchase  of  these  notes  were  charged,  like 
the  funded  debt,  upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  necessities  of  the  Treasury  becoming,  how- 
ever, more  urgent,  and  the  nliance  on  the  public 
credit  becoming  more  hazardous.  Congress  de- 
termined, at  a  special  session,  which  commenced 
in  May,  1813,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  system 
of  internal  revenue;  selecting,  in  particular,  those 
subjects  of  taxation  which  were  recommended  by 
the  experience  of  a  former  period,  and  computing 
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their  general  product  at  the  sum  of  $5,000,000. 
The  continuance  of  these  taxes  being  limited,  at 
first,  lo  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the  war, 
they  acquired  the  denomination  of  the  '*war 
taxes;"  but,  by  subsequent  laws,  almost  all  the 
existing  revenues  are  pledged,  with  the  faith  of 
the  United  Stales,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  Government,  for  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  principal  and  interest, 
according  lo  the  contracts;  and  for  creating  an 
adequate  sinking  fund,  gradually  to  reduce,  and 
eventually  to  extinguish,  the  public  debt;  until 
those  purposes  shall  be  accomplished,  or  until 
Congre^s  Khali  provide  and  substitute,  by  law.  for 
the  same  purposes,  other  duties,  which  shall  be 
equally  productive.    In  these.ssion  of  May.  1813 — 

1.  A  direct  tax  of  $3  000,000  was  laid  upon  the 
United  States  and  apportioned  to  the  Stale.-*  re- 
spectively for  the  year  1814,  and  it  was  after- 
wards subjected  to  the  general  pledge  above 
stated. 

2.  A  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound  was  laid 
upon  all  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States. 
The  continuance  of  the  duty  was  limited  lo  one 
year  after  the  war;  and,  as  the  general  pledge 
has  not  been  applied  to  it,  the  duty  will  cease  on 
the  17ih  of  February,  1816. 

3.  A  duty  was  laid  upon  all  carriages,  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  kept  by  any  person  for 
his  own  use,  or  lo  be  let  out  for  hire,  or  for  the 
conveyance  of  passengers;  which  was  graduated 
according  lo  the  denomination  of  the  carriage, 
from  the  yearly  sum  of  $20,  to  the  yearly  sura  of 
$2.  The  continuance  of  this  duly  was  originally 
limited  to  the  war;  but  the  general  pledge  has 
been  applied  to  it,  with  some  modifications  in  the 
mode  of  laying  and  collecting  the  duty. 

4.  A  duty  Mras  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers 
of  spirituous  liquors,  which  was  graduated  ac- 
cording to  the  capacity  of  the  still,  the  time  of 
employing  it,  and  ihe  materials  consumed.  The 
continuance  of  this  duty  was  originally  limited 
to  the  war;  but  the  general  pledge  has  been  ap- 
plied lo  it,  with  considerable  modification;?  in  the 
principles  and  provisions  of  the  law. 

5.  A  duty  was  laid  on  sales,  at  auction,  of  mer- 
chandise, and  of  ships  and  vessels,  at  the  rate  of 
one  percent,  of  the  purchase  money  of  goods,  and 
of  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money  of  ships  and  vessels.  The 
continuance  of  this  duty  was  originally  limited 
to  the  war;  but  the  general  pledge  has  been  ap- 
plied to  it,  with  a  considerable  addition  to  ihe 
amount,  and  a  modification  of  the  provisions  of 
the  law. 

6.  A  duty  was  laid  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, graduated  according  lo  the  place  of  retailing, 
and  the  nature  of  the  article  retailed.  The  con- 
tinuance of  this  duty  was  originally  limited  to 
the  war;  but  the  general  pledge  has  been  applied 
to  it. 

7.  A  duty  was  laid  on  notes  of  banks,  and  bank- 
ers; on  bonds,  obligations,  or  promissory  notes, 
discounted  by  banks  or  bankers;  and  on  foreign 
or  inland  bills  of  exchange,  above  $50,  and  having 


I  one  or  more  endorsers;  graduated  according  to 
the  nominal  amount  of  the  insirumenl.  The 
continuance  of  this  duty  was  limited  to  one  year 
after  the  war;  and  as  the  general  pledge  has  not 
been  applied  to  it.  the  dutv  will  cease  on  the  17ih 
of  February,  1816. 

But   besides    the    direct   tax   and   the  internal 
duties,  there  were  added  to  the  resources  of  ihe 
Treasury,  during  the  .session  of  May,  1813— 
j      8.  A  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel  upon  all 
I  salt   imported    from   any  foreign    place   into  the 
;  United  States,  which,   being  limited  to  the  war, 
j  and  not  being  included  in  the  general  pledge,  will 
I  cease  on  the  17th  of  February,  1816. 
I      9.  And  an  authority  to  raise,  by  loan,  a  som 
,  not  exceeding  $7,500,000,  and  to  create  stock  for 
the   amount,  reimbursable  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration   of  twelve  years  from  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814.     The  rate  of  interest  was  not  limited 
by  the  law  ;  but  it  was  provided,  that  no  certifi- 
cate  of  stock   >hould  be  sold  at  a  rate  less  than 
eighty-eight  per  cent.,  or  $88.  in  money,  for  $100 
in  slock.     The  payment  of  ihe  interest,  and  the 
redemption   or  ihe  purchase  of  this   stock,  are 
charged  upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  sources  of  the  revenue  thus  opened  ia 
1813,  could  not,  however,  be  expected  to  aid  the 
Treasury  until  1814;  and,  accordingly, in  ihcan- 
nual  report  from  this  department,  dated  the  8th 
January,  1814,  neither  the  direct  tax,  nor  the  in- 
ternal duties,  will  be  found  as  an  item  of  the  ac- 
tual receipts  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
ending  ihe  30th  of  September,  1813.  Theamounl 
ot  those  receipts  was  stated  in  the  proceeds  of  the 
customs  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  &c.,  at  $13,- 
568,042  43,  and  in  the  proceeds  of  loans  and 
Treasury  notes  at  $23,976,912  50.  making  to- 
gether $39  907.607  62;  and  the  actual  disburse- 
ments of  the  same  period  were  slated  at  $32,928;- 
855  19.  independent  of  the  balances  in  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  commencement  and  the  close  of  the 
year.  Bui  the  estimates  for  the  year  1814  re- 
quired a  sum  of  $45,350,000. 
For  civil,   diplomatic,    and    miscellaneous 

expenses $1,700,000 

For  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  old 
and  new  debt,  and  the  instalments  of 
the  principal  of  the  old  debt  -         -  12,200,000 

For  the  MiliUry  EaUblidhment         -         -  24^50.000 
For  the  Naval  Establishment    -         -         -     6,900,000 


And  the  Bubsbting  revenue  to  meet  these 
expenditures  was  estimated  at  the  sum  of 
$14,370,000,  proceeding— 
From    the    customs    and   sales   of  public 

lands  -         .        -        -$6,600,000 

From  the  internal  duties  and 

direct  tax    -         -         -         -     3,500,000 
From   a  balance  of  loans  and 

Treasury  notes   -        -         -     4,270,000 


45,3«),000 


14,370,000 


Leaving  a  deficit,  for  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  provide,  1st,  by  a  part  of  the 
balance  ia  the  Treasory,  and,  2d,  bj 
loans  and  Treasury  notes,  amounting  to  30,980,000 
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',  ':For  the  ileficit  thus  approaching  the  sum  of 
;^40,000,0OO  the  only  provision  made  during  the 
^i¥sioD.  wlfich  commenced  in   December,  1813, 
iCcHted  agaip;  upon  ihe  public  credit. 
\'','J-  An  authority  was  given  to  issue  Treasury 
lij(i(es  for  a  ^um  not  exceeding  85.000,000,  absolule- 
\h^  with  a-provisional  authority  to  issue  an  ad- 
^-lonal  SU14  of  $5,000,000,  to  be  deemed  and  held 
■  \,  be  a  pari  of  any  loan  which  might  be  author- 
ed duringrihe  session.     The  notes  were  to  bear 
aerest  at  (lie  rate  of  five  and  two  fifths  per  cent. 
Cr  annum  ;  to  be  reimbursable  at  such  places  re- 
p^ciively.  us  should  be  expressed  on  the  face  of 
."hi'm,  one  yrar  after  the  day  on  which  they  should 
9  issued;  ^o  be   receivable  in   payment  of  all 
titles  and  ^axes  laid  by  the  United  States,  and 
It  public  l%TiJs  sold  by  iheir  authority;  and  the 
acyment  ol*  the  interest,  and  the  redemption,  or 
jii^rchase  Cj  these  notes,  were  charged,  like  the 
ided  debi'.  upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 
2.  And  ^n  authority  was   given   to  raise,   by 
opn.  a  surft   not  exceeding  $25,000,000,  and  to 
a>r«ate  stocl(  for  the  amount,  reimbursable  at  any 
Eifoe  after  li'.e  expiration  of  twelve  years  from  the 
vVjit  day  of -X)ecember,  1814.     Neither  the  rate  of 
J  hje  mierest'  nor  the  price  of  the  stock,  was  limit- 
iit^;  and  tb«?  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  re- 
^^mpiion  or  the  purchase  of  the  stock,  are  charged 
pim  the  Sinking  Fund. 

^he  emh^irrassnients  of  the  Treasury,  after  the 
j(|journme^l  of  Congress  in  the  year  1814,  became 
:{ireme.     ^t  appears  that  the  disbursements,  dur- 
l  the  firv^half  of  that  year,  had  amounted  to 
It  sum  of  pi 9.69.3781  27. 
(jrthe  civij.-jliplomttic, 
And  migce^aneoutex- 

tpenses       I        -         -  $1,444,762  60 
or    the     .N'fJitarj    De- 
.    ;parlment;         -         .  11,210,238  00 
••'|>r  the  NiVal  Deparl- 
♦Jiment         \         -         -     4,012.199  90 
.  r^r  the  puhJic 


puhii 


debt       .     3,026,680  77 


-$19,693,781  27 


47,270,172  46 


\ 


}id  the  ba^nce  of  the  appropriationB 
Jbr  the  tnfae  objects  of  eipenditure 
?  'required,  -juring  the  other  half  of  the 
\\  itame  year,  waa  atated  at  the  aum  of  -  27,576,391  19 

p»      i  

«ipat  the  acttial  receipta  into  the  Treaa- 

li-  «ry.  durit^  the  firit  half  of  the  year 

JUl4,  had  aejounted  to  $19,219,946  33, 

4'  'proceed in j{ — 

|J>om  the  ci«»lomB  4,182,088  35 

I  ffom  the  lAle  of  pub- 

!j    jlic    lands,-  (including 

J    jthofe  in  .\he   Miaaia- 

I-;eippi    T«,ntory,    the 

I    {proctedatif  which  are 

•  {payable  tw  the  Stale 

'  >of  Georgia,) 

;fyom   the  ifiternal  du- 

i    tiea  and  njirecl  taic     - 

'PVom  po«t*ie  and  inci- 
.  dental  rciJeipU  - 
.  Krom  loan* 
^jHrom  Treafory  notM  - 
\^  i  j  19,219,946  33 

I 


040,005  68 

2,189,272  40 

166.744  00 
9,679,676  00 
2,426,100  00 


! 


And   it   WM   eatimated 

that  there  would  b« 
received  from  the 
iame  acurcea  of  reve- 
nue, (including  loans 
and  Treasury  notes 
to  the  amount  of  $8,- 
320,000,)  during  the 
other  half  of  the  same 
year,  the  aum  of 


13,160.000  00 


To  thia  amount  add  the  balance  of  the 
cash  in  the  Treaaary  on  the  lat  of 
July,  1814 


32,379,946  33 


4,722,639  22 


And  the    eatimated    aggregate    of  the 

funds  to  meet  the  demanda  on  the 

Treaaury   to   the   clpae    of   the  year 

1814,  was  the  aum  of       -         ■         .37,102,585  55 
Leaving  a  deficit  for  the  aervice  of  I8I4, 

after  absorbmg   all  the  cash   of  the 

Treasury,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $10,167,586  91 


To  supply  this  de6cil  of  $10,167,586  91,  to  pro- 
vide an  additional  sum  for  the  contingencies  of 
the  year,  and  to  accelerate  the  fiscal  measure:*, 
which  were  essential  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  in  1815,  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature 
was  deemed  indispensable.  The  plan  of  finance, 
which  was  predicated  upon  the  theory  of  defray- 
ing the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  war  by 
successive  loan:«,  had  already  become  inoperative. 
The  product  of  the  revenues  had  ceased  to  fur- 
nish an  amount  equal  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
former  Peace  Establishment,  with  an  addition  of 
the  interest  upon  the  debt  contracted  on  account 
of  the  war.  And  the  sudden  suspension  of  specie 
payments  at  the  firincipal  banks  esiabli>hed  in 
the  different  Slates,  (however  it  may  be  excused, 
or  justified,  by  the  apparent  necessity  of  the  case.) 
had  exposed  the  Goverument,  as  well  as  private 
citizens,  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  a  variable 
currency,  devoid,  alike,  of  national  authority  and 
of  national  circulation.  The  Treasury  could  no 
longer  transfer  lis  funds  from  place  to  pUce ;  and 
it  became,  of  course,  impracticable  to  maintain 
the  accustomed  punctuality  in  the  payment  of 
the  public  engagements. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Congres-s  was 
convened  by  the  special  call  of  the  President,  ia 
Sepiemter,  1814,  when  the  citizens  of  every  oc- 
cupation and  pursuit  .'>eemed  eager  to  second  the 
legislative  efforts  to  replenish  an  exhausted  Treas- 
ury, and  to  renovate  the  public  credit.  Com- 
merce continued  to  contribute,  perhaps,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  capacity.  Agriculture,  though  suffer- 
ing the  want  of  a  vent  Uir  some  of  its  important 
staples,  was  every  where  prepared  for  the  requi- 
site exertion.  Domestic  manufactures,  which 
had  scarcely  surmounted  the  first  ptruggle  for 
existence,  yiflded  to  the  patriotic  impulse;  and 
the  capital  of  individuals,  in  all  its  variety  of 
form,  offered  a  ready  tribute  to  relieve  the  neces- 
sities of  the  country.  Thus,  during  the  session 
which  commenced  in  September,  1814,  and  closed 
on  the  3J  of  March,  1815— 

1.  The  following  internal  duties  were  increased 
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io  their  amount;  the  duties  were  rendered  per- 
manent, and  the  general  pledge  was  applied  to 
them : 

(1.)  The  direct  tax  was  raised  to  an  annual 
sum  of  $6  000,000,  and  it  was  extended  to  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

(2.)  The  duty  on  carriages  was  raised,  and  a 
duiv  on  the  harness  was  added. 

(3.)  The  duty  on  licences  to  distillers  of  spi- 
rituous liquors  was  continued,  and  a  duty  on  the 
spirits  distilled  was  added. 

(4.)  The  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on 
licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
foreisn  merchandise,  were  raised. 

(5.)  Ttie  rates  of  postage  were  raised  fifty  per 
cent. 

2.  The  following  new  duties  were  permanently 
laid,  and  the  general  pledge  was  applied  to  them. 
But  It  was,  at  the  same  time,  declared,  that  so 
long  as  tlie  duties  imposeii  on  the  articles  of  do- 
mestic manufacture  should  continue  to  be  laid, 
the  duties  then  payable  on  the  like  description 
of  goods  imported  into  the  United  States,  should 
not  be  discontinued  or  diminished. 

(1.)  Dunes  on  various  articles,  manufactured 
or  made  for  sale  within  the  United  States  or 
their  Territories,  as  specified  iu  the  annexed  ta- 
ble, marked  B. 

(2.)  Duties  on  articles  in  use,  to  wit: 

On  household  furniture,  the  value  in  any  one 
family  (wiih  certain  exceptions)  exceeding  §300 
in  money,  according  to  a  scale  graduated  from  $1 
on  a  value  of  $400,  to  $100  on  a  value  of  $9,000. 

On  every  gold  watch  kept  for  use,  $2. 

On  every  silver  watch  kept  for  use,  $1. 

But,  bisides  establishing  these  sources  of  reve- 
nue, (and  others  were  contemplated  at  the  period 
when  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  announced.) 
Congress  sought  to  confer  upon  the  Treasury  the 
means  of  anticipating  the  collection  of  the  duties, 
of  recovering  the  punctuality  of  its  payments, 
and  of  inviting  the  co-operation  of  the  moneyed 
institutions  and  moneyed  men  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  plans  for  restoring  a  uniform  and  na- 
tional currency.  With  these  views  various  mea- 
sures were  sanctioned. 

1.  An  authority  was  given  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $3,000,000,  (particularly  des- 
tined to  provide  for  the  expenditures  of  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  1814  )  and  to  create  stock  for 
trie  amount,  reimbursable  at  any  time  alter  the 
31st  of  December,  1814.  No  limitation  was  pre- 
8crit>ed  as  to  the  rate  of  interest,  or  the  price  of 
the  stock,  but  it  was  declared  that,  in  payment  of 
subscriptions  to  this  loan  or  to  loans  authorized 
by  any  other  act  of  Congress,  it  should  be  lawful 
to  receive  Treasury  notes  becoming  due  on  or 
before  the  Isl  of  January.  1815,  at  their  par  value, 
together  with  the  interest  accrued. 

The  payment  of  ihe  interest,  and  the  redemp- 
tion, ur  the  purchase  of  the  stock  to  be  thus  cre- 
ated, were  charged  upon  the  Siuking  Fund,  but 
the  act  contained  these  further  assurances.  1st. 
That,  in  addition  to  the  annual  sum  of  $3  000.- 
000,  heretofore  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
adequate  and  permanent  funds  should  be  provi- 


ded and  appropriated  during  ihat  session  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  re- 
imbursement of  the  principal  of  the  slock;  and, 
2d,  that  an  adequate  and  permanent  sinking  fund 
gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually  to  extin- 
guish the  public  debt  contracted  during  the  war, 
should  also  be  established  during  the  same  session 
of  Congress. 

2.  An  authority  was  given  to  anticipate  the 
collection  and  receipt  of  the  duties  on  licenses  to 
distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  on  distilled 
spirits,  by  obtaining  a  loan  upon  the  pledge  of 
ihe  duties  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $6,000,000, 
and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per 
cent,  per  annum.  And  a  similar  authority  was 
given  to  raise  a  like  sum,  at  the  same  rate,  by  the 
pledge  of  the  direct  tax. 

3.  An  authority  was  given  to  issue  Treasury 
notes  for  so  much  of  the  sums  authorized  to  be 
borrowed  under  the  acts  of  the  24ih  of  March, 
and  the  15ih  of  November,  1814,  as  had  not  been 
borrowed,  or  otherwise  employed  in  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes;  provided,  that  the  whole  amount 
should  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $7,500,000.  And, 
by  the  same  act,  an  authority  was  also  given  to 
issue  a  further  sum  of  $3,000,000,  to  supply  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of 
the  War  Department,  The  Treasury  notes, 
issued  under  these  authorities,  were  in  all  re- 
spects similar  to  the  prior  issues  of  Treasury 
notes,  except  that  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal,  were  not, 
as  heretofore,  charged  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  but 
upon  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

4.  An  authority  was  given  to  issue  and  re-issue 
Treasury  notes  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $25  000,- 
000,  upon  principles  essentially  different  from 
the  prior  issues. 

(1.)  These  Treasury  notes  might  be  of  any 
denomination.  If  they  were  of  a  denomination 
less  than  $100,  they  were  to  be  payable  to  the 
bearer,  to  be  transferable  by  delivery,  and  to  bear 
no  interest.  This  denomination  has  acquired 
the  designation  of  "  Small  Treasury  Notes."  If 
ihey  were  of  the  denomination  of  $100  or  up- 
wards, they  might  conform  to  the  foregoing  de- 
scription, or  ihey  were  to  be  payable  to  order, 
to  be  transferable  by  endorsement,  and  to  bear 
interest  at  the  rale  of  5  2-5  per  cent,  per  annum. 
This  denomination  (of  which  only  notes  for 
$100,  bearing  interest,  have  been  issued)  has  ac- 
quired the  designation  of"  Treasury  notes  of  the 
new  emission." 

(2.)  The  principal  and  interest  of  these  Treas- 
ury notes  are  not  payable  at  any  particular  time, 
but  the  notes  are  everywhere  receivable  in  all 
payments  to  the  United  Siates. 

(3.)  The  holders  of  ''small  Treasury  notes" 
may  exchange  them,  at  pleasure,  in  sums  not  less 
than  $100,  for  certificates  of  funded  stock,  bear- 
ing interest  at  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  from 
the  first  day  of  the  calendar  month  next  ensuing 
that  in  which  the  notes  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  to  a  commis- 
sioner of  loans,  for  the  purpose  of  exchange. 


i 
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i  *^4.)  Thej  holders  of  "  Treisury  notes  of  the 
i  ^k)«w  emission"  may  exchange  thera,  at  pleasure. 
;!-ia.sums  D(U  le>s  than  $100,  for  certificates  of 
i  JUTided  stocjf,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per 
^  l^ijoum,  frofn  the  first  day  of  the  calendar  naonth 
; ,  ^t^t  ensuirjg  that  in  which  they  ?hall  be  pre- 
'  J  ^eted  to  thf  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  a 
<  I  oinmissiontr  of  loans. 

A  {5.)  The|«fock,  thus  created  by  the  exchange 
.  |)f 'Treasurij  notes  oi  either  denomination,  is  re- 
Joiursable  fi  any  lime  after  the  31st  of  Decera- 
J;^ef,  1824,  afid  it  is  charged  upon  such  funds  as 
^i^J  been,  oij  should  be.  established  by  law  for  the 
jyiraent  an^  reimbursement  of  the  funded  public 
^4-Tt  contracted  since  the  declaration  of  war. 
U  ^  Aq  autjnority  was  siven  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
ijina  not  ej^eeding  $18,452  800,  and  to  create 
^wk  for  th^  amount,  reimbursable  at  any  lime 
|^r'l^r  the  exj^iration  of  twelve  years  from  the  last 
|jy  of  December,  1615.  Neither  the  rate  of  in- 
firesi  nor  thp  price  of  the  stock  was  limited  ;  but 
<^was  declared  that  there  might  be  received  in 
Vi^raent  of  Subscriptions  to  the  loan,  such  Trea- 
i-ity  notes  )is  were  actually  issued  before  the 
s*ing  of  tl|e  act.  and  which  were  made  by  law 
,  riiarge  on  the  Sinking  Fund.  And  the  payment 
*  ihe  interfst,  and  the  reimbursement  on  the 
ififchase  of  (he  principal  of  the  stock  are  charged 
■  j»«in  the  Snaking  Fund. 

C.  It    was:  declared   that   any    holder   of  any 
^rt-asury  no;e    issued,  or  authorized  to  be  issued. 
,u<^er  any  l;»ws  previously  passed,  might  convert 
'^•seta  into  ctirtificates  of  funded  debt,  bearing  an 
ptrrest  of  5i>'  per  cent,  per  annum. 
'/.  And  It. was  declared  that  it  should  be  law- 
i_for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to 
^ ;  ^id    the  'interest  upon  Treasury  notes  which 
kite  becomr  due   and  remain   unpaid,  as  well 
fitJi  respectJto  the  lime  elapsed  before  they  be- 
«(:rwe  due.  a-f  with   respect  to  the  time  that  shall 
(  .a*>se  afier  jihey  become  due;  and,   until  fuods 
!  li%M   be  asi^gned  for  the   payment  o{  the  ^aid 
'"a-^asury  ncjies,  and  notice  thereof  shall  begiven. 
^-Theprogi^ss  of  expenditure  and  of  revenue  for 
■fC  entire  period  of  the  war  is  thus  developed, 
•jA(^   independent  of  the  balance  of  the  appropn- 
*i<.jns  for  thi-  year  1814.  which  is  transferred  to 
t^.e'account.;:for  the   year  1815,  the  subject  may 
l|"  ^educed  u,  the  following  general  abstract : 

The  L^ctual  rr.etipts  of  the  Treasury. 

1^12,  they  jjimouuted  to  the  sum  of  $22,ti39,032  76 
|,<)fO  revenue?    -     -      $9,801,132  76 

3«  loans     ^    -     -       10,002,400  00 
kpp  Trcasurtr  notes,       2,835,500  00 

?  I  — 

JJB13,  they  yimounted  tolhe  fum  of    40,524  844  95 
,.){0  revenut      -     -    <»  14,340,709  95 
IP  loan*     .;    -     -      20,089.635  00 
TreasuiV  not«j,     6,094,500  00 


Sleite  of  the  Financtt. 


U'lftU,  they  ^mounted  to  the  sum  qf  $34,878,432  25 
*-piii  revenue     -     •    $11,500,606  25 
loans    -     -     -       15,080,546  00 
Ji»  Treasury  note*,     8,297,280  00 


k'  i 


The  af  pregate  amoant  of  the  receipU 
into  the  Treasury,  for  the  three 
years  of  war,  being  the  sum  of  $98,042,309  96 


The  actual  dUbursements  of  the  Treasury. 

In  1812,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $22,279,121    15 

For  the  civil,  diploma- 
tic, and  miscellane- 
oui  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment  -  $1,791,360  31 

For  the  military  ser- 
vice, (including  the 
Indian  Department,)  12,078,773  24 

For  the  naval  service,     3,959,365   15 

For  the  pubhc  debt,         4,449,622  45 


In  1813,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of 

For  the  civil,  diploma- 
tic, and  miscellane- 
ous expenses  of  GoT- 
^  ernment  -  $1,833,308  80 

F'or  the  military  ser- 
vice, (including  the 
Indian  Department, 
Ac.) 

For  the  naval  service, 

For  the  public  debt. 


39,190,520  3« 


19,802,488  02 

6,446.600   10 

11,108,123  44 


In  1814,  they  amounted  to  the  sam  of   38,547,915  62 

For  the  civil,  diplcmia- 
tic,  and  miaceliane- 
oofl  ex  pensea  of  Gov- 
ernment  -  $2,337,897  13 

For  the  military  ser- 
vice, (including  the 
Indian  Department, 
&c.,)     -  -  20.510,238  00 

For  the  naval  service,     7,312,899  90 

For  the  public  debt,      8,386,880  59 


$100,017,557   13 

But,  as  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury   for   the 
year  1815  are  derived  principally  from  the  war 
revenue  and  resources,  and  a<4  its  expenditures 
arise,  also,  principally  from  the  arrearages  of  the 
war  demands,  it  is  proper  to  comprise°thero,  as 
far  as  they  are  ascertained,  in  the  following-  sup- 
plemental statement :  " 
I.  The  grow  rcceipU  of  the  Trcarary 
for  1812,  1813,  and  1814,  amount- 
ed, as  above  stated,   to  the  sum  of  $98,042,309  96 
The  receipU  of  the  Treasury  for  1815, 
to  the  30lh  of  September  last,  can- 
not be  precisely  stated,   as   the  ac- 
counts to  that  time  are  not  yet  ac- 
tually made  up  ;  hot  they  are  esti- 
mated   to    have    amounted    to    tb« 

sum  of 

From  revenue   -  $12,400,000  00 

From  loans       -  11.034,000  00 

From  Treasury  notes,    15,938,000  00 

$39,372,000  00 


39,372,000  00 
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The  aggregate  of  the  receipts  of  the 
Treasury  from  the  let  of  January, 
1812,  to    the    30lh    of   September, 


1815,  being  the  sum  of 


$137,414,309  96 


2.  The  gross  disbursements  of  the 
Treasury  for  1812,  1813,  and  1814, 
amounted,  as  above  stated,  to  the 


sum  of 


The  disburBcmcnts  of  the  Treasury 
for  1815,  to  the  30lh  of  September 
last,  amounted  to  the  sum  of 

For  the  civil,  diploma- 
tic, and  miscellane- 
oua  expenses  -  $2,537,000  00 

For  the  military  ser- 
vice, Ac.         -         -  15,190,144  71 

For  the  naval  service, 

&c.  ...     7,0.50,000  25 

For  the  pubUc  debt     -    8,909,178  22 

$33,686,323   18 


$100,017,567  13 


33,686,323  18 


The  aggregate  of  the  disbursements 
of  the  Treasury  from  the  Isl  of  Jan- 
uary, 1812,  to  the  30lh  of  Septem- 
ber, 1815,  being  the  sum  of      -      $133,703,880  31 


It  will  be  natural  here  to  inquire  into  the  gen- 
eral effects  of  the  war  upon  the  pabJic  debt  of  the 
United  Slates;  and  the  annexed  table,  marked 
C,  exhibits  a  detailed  statement  of  the  unsatisfied 
amoant,  on  the  l«»t  day  of  January,  annually, 
from  the  year  1791  to  the  year  1815,  both  inclu- 
sive. The  subject,  however,  may  be  placed  dis- 
tinctly in  the  following  point  of  view,  upon  esti- 
mates referring  to  the  date  of  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1815: 

Of  the  Public  Debt. 
2.  The  amount  of  the  funded  debt  contracted 
before  the  late  war,  which  remained  unsatisfied 
on  the  30[h  of  September,  1815,  may  be  stated 
at  the  sum  of  839,135,484  96,  to  wit : 
(J.)  In  old  SIX  percent, 
stock,  the    nominal 
amount  being     -      $17,350,871  39 
And  the  amount  reim- 
bursed being       -         13,467,587  00 


Balance  due  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1815    -         -         .         - 
(2.)  In  deferred  six  per 
cent  stock,  the  nomi- 
nal amount  being       -  9,358,320  85 
And   the   amount   reim- 
bursed being       -         -  4,152,543  93 


3,783,284  39 


Balance  due  on  the 
30ih   of   Septem- 
ber, 1815  ....     5,205,776  42 
(3.)  In  three  per  cenU  stock        -         -  16,158,177  43 
(4.)  In  exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock, 

under  the  act  of  1812       -         -         -    2,984,746  72 
(5.^  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796       -  80,000  00 

(6.)  In  Louisiana  six  per  cent,  stock   10,923,500  00 


Balance  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1815,  of  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
lic  debt   contracted   before    the 


war 


$39,135,484  96 


2.  The  amount  of  the  funded  de 
on  account  of  the  late  war.  on  the 
tember,  1815,  may  be  stated  at  the 
144,972  50,  to  wit : 

(1.)  In  six  percent,  stock  of  1812,  (the 
$11,000,000  loan,)  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  -Ith  of  March,  1812,  ob- 
tained at  par,  and  not  reimbursable 
before  the  year  1825         .         .         . 

(2.)  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1813,  (the 
$16,000,000  loan.)  authonxed  by  the 
act  of  the  8th  of  February,  1813,  ob- 
tained at  the  rate  of  $88  in  cash  for 
$100  in  stock,  and  not  reimbursea- 
ble  before  the  year  1826  - 

(3.)  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1813,  (the 
$7,500,000  loan,)  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  2d  of  August,  1813,  ob- 
tained at  the  rate  of  $88  25  in  mo- 
ney for  $100  in  stock,  and  not  reim- 
bursable before  the  year  1826  - 

(4.)  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814, 
(which  arose  from  loans  in  parts  of 
a  sum  of  $25,000,000,  called  the 
$10,000,000  loan  and  the  $6,000,000 
loan,)  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
24th  of  March,  18H,  obtained  at 
different  rates,  and  not  reimbursea- 
ble  before  1827,  to  wit: 

$12,292,888  90,  at  80  per  cent,  stock 
140,810  00,  at  85  per  cent.    do.    - 
43,222  22,  at  90^  per  cent.  do.    - 
74,590  75,  at  90^  per  cent.  do.    - 


bt  Contracted 
30lh  of  Sep- 
sum  of  $63,- 


12,551,511  87. 

(5.)  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815, 
(the  $12,000,000  loan,)  authonied 
by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815, 
obtained  at  difierent  rates,  payable 
in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  cash,  and 
not  reimburseable  before  1827,  to 
wit: 

$7,924,219  59,  at  95  per  cenU  stock    - 

1,047,846  30,  at  96 J  per  cent  do.      - 

32,978  49,  at  97  per  cent.  do.     - 

275,000  00,  at  98  per  cent.  do.     - 

4,000  00,  at  par  do.     - 

(6.)  In  seven  per  cent  stock  of  1815, 
created  by  funding  Treasury  notes 
not  bearing  interest,  issued  part  at 
par,  and  part  upon  an  advance,  un- 
der the  act  of  ihc  24th  of  February, 
1815,  and  not  reimburseable  until 
1825        ..---- 

Estimated  amount  of  the  whole  of  the 
funded  public  debt  in  reference  to 
the  late  war    -        -         -         -         - 


7,860,500  00 


18,109,377  48 


8,498,581  95 


15,366,111  21 

165,658  82 

47,657  79 

82,420  72 


8,341,283  77 

1,085,851  08 

33,998  44 

280,612  24 

4,000  00 


3,268,949  00 


63,144,972  50 


3.  The  amount  of  the  floating  debt  contracted 
since  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  calcu- 
lated to  the  30th  of  September,  1815,  may  be 
stated  at  the  sum  of  $17,355,101,  to  wit: 


^ 


I  . 


'■: 


rr 

H 
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•l\h  The  aggregate  of  Treasury  notex  issued  under 

t^  Ihe  authojitjof  ihe  several  acts  of  Congress  passed 

J    ^rlor   to    |he    act    of  the   24th    of  February,    1815, 

1   )amounted;to  the  «um  of  $20,201,600  00,  to  wit: 

^Payable  in  tijeyear  1814, 

f    put  unpaid  -         -  2,799,200  00 

B'^able  in  ttjeyear  1815, 

f;   put  unpai^  -         -  7,847,280  00 

"['nyable  intleyear  1816, 

but  unpai.i         -         -$2,772,720  00 
■"^yableaUo-in  1816,(i8- 

Itued  unJe^  the  special 

authority  »f  the  act  of 

^he  26th  oj'  December, 

^814,;  but  unpaid         -8,318,400  00 


- 


21,737,600  00 


^(jiuct  the  ajnount  reim- 

•  furnedin  l-^15,at  Phil- 
adelphia, ;'  Baltimore, 
*Vashingt.tn,  Charles- 
U>a  and  S,;»annah)     -   1,536,000  00 


^if>tbis  aggivgate  there 
lias  been  stibscribed  in 
principal  ?nd  interest 
to  the  Io?n  of  1815, 
*bout  the  ium  of 
^^rpm  which'  deducting 
^n  averagt; estimate  of 
,|iear  one  year's!  inter- 
■<|8t,  about  ihesum  of 


20,301,600  00 


4,631,587  06 


216.587  06 


bere  will  rewain  for  the 

Amount     (fT    principal 

I  Subscribed lo  the  loan, 

t^bout  the  ^jra  of        -  4,316,000  00 

VrJ  It  is  e3*mated  that 

^ere  haa  li;en  paid  on 

i»ccount  01?  duties  and 

V  lines  to  thir  collectors 

^  ^i  the  cus*jms,  the  in- 

^  ternal  dut^-s,  and   the 

V''^irect   tai,:  about    the 

rilam  of       *         -         -   1,200,000  00 
I-  *. 

t 


6,515.000  00 


4,142,850  00 


uji-tanding  <imount  of  Treasury  notes 
l^anng   interest   at  5  2-5  per  cent. 
|>er  annuHil  about  the  st 
W.I    The    ai|t^regate    of 
*  Sfnail    Treasury   notes 
^  issued     anl     reissued 
^^pJer    the^act   of  the 
r-^th    Febr^jary,   1815, 
yfoiounts  t(i  about  the 
«%im  oi        t         -         . 
I'this   aggitgate  there 
llfaj    been  iundcd    for 
finfven  per  J:ent.  stock, 
Liiicluded    i|    the  fore- 
ug|oing  Btate^nent  of  the  « 

;  ^<inded     piiblic     debt, 
:  V»bout  the  Jim  of         -  3,268,949  00 
jt^i^  there  hal  been  paid 
•f,aip    accoun[  of  duties 
jT^Mid    taxes,  about    the 
V  aiini  of       Ji        -        -       50,000  00 

fe  1  

fP  :  f  3,318,949  00 

t    I 


-  14,686,600  00 


Outstanding  small  Trea- 
sury notes,  about  the 

sum  of    - 
(3.)    The    aggregate    of 

Treasury  notes  of  the 

new    emission,   issued 

under    the    act    of  the 

24th    February,    1815, 

amounts  to  about  the 

sum  of   - 
Learing  the   amount  of 

floating  public  debt,  in 

Treasury  notes,  on  the 

1st  of   October,  1816, 

about  the  sum  of    - 
But  to  thid  amount  of  the 

public  floating  debt,  in 

Treasury  notes,  there 

must    be     added    the 

following      temporary 

loans,  to  wit  : 
(1.)  A    temporary    loan, 

made     by    the    State 

Bank    of    Boston    in 

1812,  payable  the  15th 

and    3l8t    of    Decem- 
ber, 1814,  but  unpaid      500,000  00 
(2.)  A    temporary  loan, 

made  by  the  Cumber- 
land   Bank    in    1812, 

payable     the    15th    of 

November,  1817  -        50,000  00 

(3.)  A    temporary  loan, 

made  by  the  Bank  of 

the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, in  1814,  payable 

the   1st  of  December, 

1815-         -         .        -        50,000  00 
(4.)  A    temporary   loan, 

made  by  the  Mechan- 
ics'Bank  of  New  York, 
in  1815.  payable  when 
demanded  -  -  -  200,000  00 
(5.)  A  temporary  loan, 
made  by  the  State  of 
New  York,  payable  in 
the  year  1817     -         -      350,000  00 


$823,901  00 


694,600  00 


16,205,101  00 


1,150.000  00 


Making  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  floating 
public  debt  about  the 
sum  of   - 


17.355,101  00 


BKCAPirrLATIOV. 

.  The  amount  of  the  unsatisfied  funded  public  debt, 
contracted  before  the  war,  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1815,  was  the  sum  of      -         -$39,136,484  96 

•  The  amount  of  the 
funded  public  debt 
contracted,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  late  war, 
on  the  same  day,  the 
sum  of   - 

.  The  amount  of  the 
floating  public  debt, 
contracted  since  the 
war,  was,  on  the 
same  day,  the  sum  of  17,355,101 


63,144,&72  50 
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Total  of  the  ascertained  amount  of 
the  public  debt  created  since  the 
war,  to  the  30th  of  September, 
1816 


$80,500,073  50 


Total  amount  of  the  national  debt  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1815  -         -  119,635,558  46 


It  is  proper  to  remark,  thai  the  aggregate  of 
the  national  debt  thus  stated  to  the  30ih  of  Sep- 
tember. 1815,  is  subject  to  considerable  changes 
and  additions.  The  floaimg  debt  in  Treasury 
notes  is  convertible,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  credi- 
tors, into  funded  debt ;  and, independent  of  a  di- 
rect application  ol  the  current  revenue  to  dis- 
charge the  Treasury  notes,  as  well  as  the  tempo- 
rary loans,  there  must  be  a  great,  though  gradual 
reduction  of  the  floating  debt,  by  the  payments 
made  in  Treasury  notes,  for  duties,  taxes,  and 
public  lands.  Tliere  are,  indeed,  some  claims 
know  to  exist  for  loans,  supplies,  and  services, 
during  the  late  war,  which  have  not  been  liqui- 
dated, or  are  not  embraced  by  existing  appropri- 
ations;  and  doubtless  there  are  other  legal  and 
equitable  claims  which  have  not  yet  been  brought 
into  view,  in  any  form,  at  the  accounting  depart- 
ments, but  which  may  eventually  receive  the 
sanction  of  Congress.  It  is  not,  however,  within 
the  scope  of  any  estimate  hitherto  made,  to  state 
the  probable  addition  to  the  funded  dt-ht.  under 
all  circumstances,  at  more  than  $7,000,000,  which 
would  consequently  place  the  aggregate  of  the 
funded  debt,  created  in  consequence  of  the  war 
at  a  sum  not  much  exceeding  870,000,000.  But 
it  may  be  important  to  recollect,  that  the  war 
debt  has  not  been  entirely  incurred  for  objects 
limited  to  the  continuance  of  the  war ;  and  that 
the  military  and  naval  establishments  in  particu- 
lar have  derived  durable  advantages  from  the 
expenditures  of  the  Treasury. 

For  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  reim- 
bursement or  gradual  extinguishment  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  the  resources  of  the  Treasury  are 
abundant,  although  the  btate  of  the  circulating 
medium  (which  will  be  more  particularly  con- 
sidered hereafter)  has  rendered  it  impracticable 
to  obtain  at  all  times,  upon  reasonable  terms,  the 
local  currency  of  some  of  the  places  appointed 
for  the  discharge  of  the  public  engagements. 
These  ^e^ources  depend  upon  the  Sinking  Fund, 
connected  with  the  faith  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  pledged  to  supply  from  the  existing,  or 
fromother  subjects  of  revenue,  the  deficiencies  of 
that  fund. 

77i«  SinkiTig  Fund. 
The  public  debt  amounted,  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1791,  to  the  sum  of  $75,463,476  52,  and  it 
consisted — 

Of  the  foreign  debt  -         -         -         .  $12,812,821  92 
Of  the  domestic  debt        -         -         -      62,650,664  60 


75,463,476  62 


The  foreign  debt  experienced  various  changes 
in  form  and  in  amount.     From  1792  lo  1795  it 


rose  above  the  amount  stated  for  1791,  but  from 
that  period  it  was  gradually  reduced  ;  and  on  the 
1st  of  January,  ISOl,  it  stood  at  the  sum  of  $10  - 
419,000.  From  the  year  ISOi.  however,  the  ari- 
nual  reduction  was  more  rapid  ;  aod  in  the  year 
1810  the  foreign  debt  became  extinct. 

The  domestic  debt  has  also  experienced  vari- 
ous changes  in  form  and  amount.  It  was  origi- 
nally stipulated  that  it  should  be  subject  to  Te- 
demption  by  payments,  not  exceeding  in  one 
year,  on  account  both  of  principal  and  interest, 
the  proportion  of  eight  dollars  upon  one  hundred 
dollars  of  the  stock;  and  when  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  constituted  and  organized,  provision  was 
made  for  effecting  the  payments  in  that  propor- 
tion, until  the  whole  debt  should  be  extinguished 
by  dividends  payable  on  the  last  days  of  March. 
June,  and  September,  in  each  year,  at  the  rate  of 
one  and  a  half  per  cent,  and,  on  the  last  day  of 
December,  in  each  year,  at  the  rate  of  three  and 
a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  original  capital.  Du- 
ring the  first  period  of  about  ten  years,  from 
1791,  until  the  1st  of  January,  1801,  the  amount 
of  the  domestic  debt  never  fell  below  the  sum 
which  bas  been  stated;  and  in  1801  it  stood 
at  about  the  sum  of  $72  619,050  80.  Tlie  aug- 
mentation, created  on  account  of  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana,  (amounting  to  $15,000,000.)  raised 
the  capital  of  the  domestic  debt,  in  1804,  to  the 
sum  of  §80.691.120  88;  but  from  that  period 
there  was  a  considerable  annual  diminution  of 
the  amount,  until  it  was  reduced  on  the  SOih  of 
Sepiember,  1815,  lo  the  already  specified  sum  of 
$39,135,484  96. 

Tiie  Sinking  Fund,  by  whose  operations  these 
beneficial  effects  have  been  produced,  may  be  re- 
garded as  coeval  with  the  organization  of  the 
present  Government;  but  it  has  undergone  many 
important  modifications. 

1.  The  early    appropriations   of  the    revenue 
were  confined  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
instalments  of  the  foreign  debt,  and  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  intere.Nt  of  the  domestic  debt ;  but 
so  early  as  the4tk  of  August,  1790,  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Western 
territory  were   permanently  and  exclusively  ap- 
propriated and  pledged  towards  sinking  and  dis- 
charging the  debts  lor  which   the  United  States 
were  then  holden.     The  annexed  table,  D,  will 
exhibit  a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  the  public 
lands  which  have  been  annually  sold,  and  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales,  as  far  as  can  be  now  ascer- 
tained. 

2.  In  the  year  1792,  however,  commissioners 
were  designated  and  authorized  to  purchase  the 
public  debt  at  its  market  price,  not  exceeding  the 
par  value,  and  the  interest  of  the  debt  purchased, 
together  with  the  surplus  of  certain  other  appro- 
priations, was  assigned  for  that  purpose.  When 
the  annual  amouot  of  the  fund  thus  created 
should  be  equal  to  two  per  cent,  on  the  six  per 
cent,  stock,  it  was  directed  to  be  first  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  that  stock,  according  to  the 
right  reserved,  and  then  to  the  purchase,  at  its 
market  price,  of  any  other  public  stock. 

3.  In  the  year  1795  "the  Sinkiag  Fund"  was 
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i!(ie  same  Commissioners,  and  its  operations  were 
subjected  tii)iheirdireciioa  and  manag^emeni.  The 
djjiy  of  ihficommissioners,  independent  of  tempo- 
rary objects,  consisted  in  applying  the  Sinking 
l<und,lst.  10  the  payment  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock, 
-  a)  the  stipulated  rate  of  eight  percent,  per  annum  ; 
5v!^,  10  the  payment  of  the  deferred  stock  after  the 
i  yflpar  l801,Mccurdmg  to  the  same  stipulation  ;  and, 
IIjH,  if  anysurplu^  remained,  toward?  the  further 
*aiid  final  nedempiion  of  the  public  debt,  of  every 
jdjnoraination.  For  the  accomplishment  of  these 
^j;Urposcs  ^tiere  were  permanently  appropriated 
^a^d  pledgjd,  in  addition  to  the  other  moneys  con- 
^^tituiing  t»ie  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  interest  of 
M^e  amoutit  of  the  purchased  or  redeemed  debt, 
^l>t,  a  sufi|cieni  sum  arising  yearly,  and  every 
J'y^ar,  froni*  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
•jfld  the  (luty  on  domestic  distilled  spirits  and 
;s(ills,  as  njight  be  rightfully  paid  of  the  principal 
lojr  the  six  jier  cent,  stock,  commencing  on  the  1st 
?oj"  January,  1802.  2d.  The  dividends  on  the  pub- 
*iic  shares  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  bjt 

♦  lie  sharestwere  sold  in  1796  and  1802.  under  an 
♦tiithority  ^iven  in   1795.     3d.  The  net  proceeds 

•  cf  the  salt^,  of  public  lands  in  the  Western  terri- 
lt(jry.  4ih<  Moneys  received  into  the  Treasury 
j^a^  accoanv*   of  old  debts.     5tb.  The  surpluses  of 

of  the  appropria- 


*  .  I  ■ 

^Y^tabiishetl  by  name  ;  its  resources  were  vested  in    Fund,   to  be  paid  out  of  the  duties  on  merchan 


li-yon 


d   the  amount 


i  revenue 
iipns. 
-.'4.  Suchjwas  the  outline  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
■flihen.  on  r»e  6ih  of  April,  1802,  the  internal  du- 
it*s  were  prepealed  ;  and,  on  the  29ih  of  April, 
^i02,  a  oefr  and  additional  provision  was  made 
>f(ir  the  red|?mpiion  of  the  public  debt.     Thus,  an 


? 


^Jnual  sur^i  of  $7,300,000  was  permanently  ap- 

tpjopriated  and  vested  in  the  Commissioners  of 

.  %|lje  Sinking  Fund,  lo  be  produced,  1st,  by  the 

':  -rfi^oneys  (uiher  itian   the  surpluses  of  revenue) 

^.  i^hich  thep  constituted  the  fund,  or  should  arise 

,  -  ti^  it  by  Virtue   of  any   previous  provisions,     2d. 

jljy  the  sui^s  annually  required  to  discharge  the 

^"p^terest  arJ  charges  of  the  public  debt ;  and,  3dly. 

'►Hy  so  mucfh  of  the  duties  on   merchandise  and 

^t^nnage  a;^  would  be  necessary,  together  with  the 

♦  p-.ecedingj-esources,  to  corapleie  the  annual  ia- 

•Koimeni  (^f  §7,300,000.     The  act  not  only  placed 

:  ..  ifte  reimbi^rseraent  of  the   principal,  but  also  the 

itaymeni  ^n  account  of  inttresi  and  charges  of 

^be  public  debt,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 

vk:ommissio»iers  ;  making  it  their  duly  to  cause  the 

•fund  to  bejapplied  in  payment,  1st,  of  such  sums 

%f  by  viri Je  of  any  acts  they  had  previou>ly  been 

^^{rected  tc^pay  ;  2J,  of  such  sums  as  may  be  an- 

'-•ii^ally    wa.'aied    to   discharge    the   interest    and 

<;barges  acicruing  on  any  other  part  of  the  then 

-||bt  of  thd  Uoued  Stales;  3d,  of  such  sums  as 

lljsiy  be  arlnuHly  required   to  discharge  any  la- 

:"J^lment  <A  the  principal  of  the  then  debt  ;  and 

fyi.  as  to  Mny   surplus,  to  apply  it  towards  the 

|UTther  ant,  final  redemption,  by  payment  or  pur- 

|r,ase  of  tlje  then  deb:.     The  act  of  the  lOih  of 

^tovembeij  1803,    having  created    six  per  cent. 

•   Itock  to  ih«  amount  of  $11,250,000,  in  pursuance 

jf  the  contention  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana, 

sum  of  $700,000  to  the  Sinking 


disc  and  tonnage,  and  to  be  applied  by  the  com- 
missioners to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
including  the  Louisiana  stock,  in  the  manner 
above  stated.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  interest 
on  the  Louisiana  stock  is  payable  in  Europe  ;  bat 
the  principal  is  reimbursable  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  four  annual  instalments, 
commencing  in  1818. 

It  is  obvious  thai  a  sinking  fund  of  $8,000,000 
(independent  of  the  general  pledges  in  prior  laws) 
was  ample  for  the  payment  ol  the  interest  and 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  amounting  only 
to  the  sum  of  386.000,000,  extinguishing  the  six 
percent,  stock  in  1818,  the  deferred  stock  in  1824, 
and  the  Louisiana  stock  in  1822,  as  fast  as  the 
terms  of  the  contracts  and  the  policy  of  Gorern- 
ment  would  permit.  The  general  operation  of 
the  fund,  indeed,  has  been  shown  ;  but  it  is  proper 
more  particularly  to  add,  that,  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1815,  there  had  been  transferred  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  commissioners,  in  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  an  amount  of  public  debt  equal  to  the 
sum  of  $33  873,463  98,  of  the  following  denomi- 
nations, to  wit: 

1. — Foreign  Debt. 

Three   per  cent,  •took,  $8,200,000  00 
Four    and    a  half  per 

cent,  stock       -         -         820,000  00 
Four  per  cent,  stock    -     3,180,000  00 


$12,200,000  00 


2.—Dome*tie  Debt. 


Six  per  cent,  stock 
Three  per  cent,  stock 
Deferred  six   per  cent 

stock 
Eight  per  cent,  stock 
Exchanged  six  percent. 

stock 
Commuted  six  per  cent 

stock 
Four  and  a  half  per  cen 

stock 
Five  and  a  half  per  cen 

stock 

Navy  six  per  cent,  stock 
Louisiana  six  per  cent 

stock 

cent,   stock   of 


Six  per 
1812 


1,946,028  92 
698,55r.  41 

1,006,179  8.3 
6,482,500  00 

6,294,051   12 

1,869,850  70 

176,000  00 

1,848,900  00 
711,700  00 

326,500  00 

324,200  00 


, lidded  an  a':)nual 

it 


:  1,673,4 6.3  98 
$33,873,463  98 

But  the  charges  upon  the  Sinking  Fund  have 
accumulated,  in  consequence  of  the  late  war,  to 
an  amount  which  it  has  not  the  capacity  to  de- 
fray ;  while  Its  operalions,  in  other  respects,  have 
been  obstructed  by  the  temporary  failure  of  the 
revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchandise  and 
tonnage,  and  ihe  protracted  embarrassments  of 
the  circulating  medium  :  thus, 

1.  The  annual  appropriation  for  the  Sinking 
Fund  amounts  to  $8,000,000,  and  consists  at 
present — 
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(1.)  Of  the  interest  on  such  parta  of  the 

public  debt  as  have  been  reimbursed 
or  paid  off,  (which,  however,  is  itself 
derived  from  the  customs,)  estimated 
on  the  30th  of  September,   1815,  at 


the  sum  of 


-$1,968,577  64 


(2.)  Of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 

the  public  lands,  exclusive   of  lands 

sold    in    the     Mississippi    Territory, 

(which  as  yet  belong  lo  the  Stale  of 

Georgia,)  estimated  annually  at  the 

sum  of 800,000  00 

(3.)  Of  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,   lo  complete  the 

annual  investments,  estimated  at  the 

■am  of 5,230,422  36 

$8,000,000  00 

2.  The  annual  charge  upon  the  Sinking  Fund 

estimated  for  1816.  will   amount   probably  to  the 

sum  of  $14,524,200. 

On  account  of  the  interest  and  the  in- 

■Uimenu  of  the  old  debt,  the  sum  of  $3,460,000  00 

On  account  of  the  interest  of  the  new 
debt,  computed  on  a  capital  of  $70,- 
000,000,  about  the  sum  of        -  -     4,200,000  00 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  inter- 
est of  the  Treasury  notes,  issued 
under  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June, 
1812,  the  26th  of  February,  1813,  and 
the  4lh  of  March,  1814,  (after  allow- 
ing for  the  amount  reimbursed,  sub- 
scribed to  the  loan,  and  paid  for  du- 
ties,) about  the  sum  of     -         -         -     6,864,200  00 

$14,524,200  00 

DeSeit  in  the  amount  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  compared  with  the  charges 
upon  it,  estimated  for  1816       -         -  $6,524,200  00 


From  this  view  of  the  financial  operations  of 
the  Government  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  every  sentiment  of  deference  and  respect, 
presents  the  following  general  conclusions  for 
the  consideralion  of  Congress  : 

1.  That  the  existing  revenue  of  the  United 
States  arises,  1st,  from  duties  on  imported  mer- 
chandise, and  the  tonnage  of  vessels;  2d,  inter- 
nal duties,  including  ihe  direct  tax  upon  lands, 
houses,  and  slaves;  and,  3d,  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands;  but  some  of  these  duties 
and  taxes  are  permanently  imposed,  and  some 
are  limited  in  their  duration. 

2.  That  ihe  following  duties  or  taxes  are  either 
partially  or  wholly  limited  in  their  duration  :  1. 
The  duties  on  merchandise  and  tonnage  will  be 
reduced  one-half  on  the  17th  of  February,  1816, 
except  such  as  are  imposed  on  goods  of  the  like 
description  with  the  articles  of  domestic  manu- 
facture, on  which  duties  have  been  laid,  and  in- 
cluded in  the  general  pledge.  2.  The  new  duty 
on  salt;  the  duty  on  sugar  refined  within  the 
United  States;  and  the  stamp  duty  on  bank 
notes,  promissory  notes  di.scounted,  and  on  bills 
of  exchange,   are   not  included  io   the  general 


pledge,  and  will  wholly  cease  on   the  17th  of 
February.  1816. 

3.  That  the  following  duties  or  taxes  are  not 
limited  in  their  duration,  and  are  included  in  the 
general  pledge:  1.  The  direct  tax  upon  lands 
houses,  and  slaves.  2.  The  duties  upon  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors  and  upon  the 
liquors  distilled.  3.  The  duty  upon  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreicTQ 
merchandise.  4.  The  duty  upon  sales  at  auciio^n. 
5.  The  duty  upon  carriages  and  harness.  6.  The 
duties  upon  household  furniture  and  watches. 
7.  The  duties  on  articles  manufactured  or  made* 
for  sale  wiihin  the  United  Slates.  8.  The  rale 
of  postage. 

4.  That  the  faith  of  the  United  State."*,  and  the 
revenue  arising  from  the  duties  and  taxes,  which 
are  not  limited  in  their  duration,  are  pledged  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  princi- 
pal and  interest,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
contracts  respectively  ;  and,  for  creating  an  ade- 
quale  sinking  fund,  gradually  to  retluce,  and 
eventually  to  extinguish  the  debt.  But  this 
pledge  will  be  satisfied  by  the  substitution  of 
other  adequate  duties  or  taxes  ;  and  ihe  increase 
in  ihe  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  merchandise, 
subsequent  to  the  pledge,  affords  an  advantageous 
opportunity  of  makin;,'  such  subsiiiuiion  in  re- 
spect to  the  more  inconvenient  and  burdensome 
portion  of  the  internal  duties. 

5.  That  the  establishment  of  a  revenue  system, 
which  shall  not   be  exclusively  dependent  upon 


appears,    at 


the    supplies  of  foreign   commerce,    „,,p^ 
this  juncture,  to  claim  particular  attention 

U.—A  view  of  the  finances  for  1815.  vith  esti- 

^^!^^  ^^  ^^^  P"^"^  rcrcnw*  and  expensea  for 
1816. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  the 
demands  upon  the  Treasury  were  inleresiing  in 
their  nature,  as  well  as  great  in  their  amount. 
b.iclusively  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  consisted  of  demands  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  army,  preparatory  to  its  reductioQ 
to  the  Peace  Establishment,  with  other  very 
heavy  arrearages  and  disbursements  in  the  War 
and  \avy  Departments;  for  the  payment  of  the 
dividends  on  the  funded  debt,  and  of  the  arreara- 
ges, as  well  as  the  accruing  claims  on  account  of 
the  Treasury  note  debt;  and  for  the  payment  of 
the  Louisiana  dividends,  with  other  considerable 
debts  contracted  in  Europe  in  conjequence  of  the 
late  war. 

The  efficiency  of  the  means  which  were  pos- 
sessed (or  the  liquidation  of  these  demands  de- 
pended upon  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of 
Ihe  Government.  The  balance  of  money  in  the 
Treasury  consisted  of  bank  credits,  lying  chietly 
in  the  southern  and  western  sections  of  the  Union. 
The  revenue  proceeding  from  the  provision  made 
prior  to  the  last  session  of  Congress  was,  compa- 
ratively, of  small  amount.  The  revenue  pro- 
ceeding from  the  provision  made  during  ihat 
session  could  not  be  available  for  a  great  porlioQ 
of  the  present  year;  and,  in  both  instances,  the 
revenue   was  payable  in  Treasury  notes,  or  it 
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^  Jissumed^he  form  of  bank  credits,  at  the  respec- 
•;.  |iTe  placrs  of  collection.  The  only  remaining 
l\  fesourcesjfor  immediate  use  were  an  additional 
y  issue  of  ']rreasuryr  notes,  and  a  loan  ;  but  the  suc- 
(  cessfui  erjiployment  of  these  resources  was  ren- 
l  Jered  fo|  some  time  doubtful,  by  the  peculiar 
»  lituaiionjof  the  credit  and  currency  of  the  na- 
J>*on. 

^1  The  suspension  of  specie  payments  throughout 
i  the  greater  portion  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
"*  (!onseque'»t  cessation  of  the  interchange  of  bank 
*  i>otes  and;  bank  credits,  between  the  institutions 
:ji)f  the  difljrent  States,  had  deprived  the  Treasury 
i  gf  ail  thejiaciliiies  of  transferring  its  funds  from 
f  place  to  place;  and  a  proposition  which  was 
;  i/iade,  at  |n  early  period,  to  the  principal  banks 
I  uf  the  coi^mercial  cities,  on  the  line  of  the  Atlan- 
■ftic,  with  J  view,  in  some  degree,  to  restore  those 
^facilities,  Vould  not  be  effected,  for  the  want  of  a 
ijconcurrerjce  in  the  requisite  number  of  banks, 
I/Hence  it  tas  happened  (and  the  duration  o[  the 
ije.vil  is  Without  any  positive  limitation)  that, 
Mhowever  adequate  the  public  revenue  may  be,  in 
•{ils  general  product,  to  discharge  the  public  en- 
•gtageraenr:-.,  it  becomes  totally  inadequate  in  the 
Jp^rocess  ollits  application,  since  the  possession  of 
j^iblic  fu^ds  in  one  part  no  longer  affords  the 
evidence  *f  a  fiscal  capacity  to  discharge  a  pub- 
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ii,  ^        ,  

i  From  ije  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
I  "torn  various  other  causes,  real  or  imaginary. 
,  Jffferencej*  in  the  rate  of  exchange  arose  between 
J  Re  severe  States,  and  even  between  the  several 
r  llslricts  ii  the  same  State;  and  the  embarrass- 
Y  nents  of  jhe  Treasury  were  more  and  more  in- 

!•  Teased,  s^ice   Congress  had  not  sanctioned  any 
:  ulowaocev  on   account  of  the  rate  of  exchange; 
I  cid  the  a^iount  of  the  legi>lative  appropriations 
nivas  the  sjime,  wherever    the  legislative  objects 
ivere  to  b^  eCfecled.     But  the  Treasury  notes  par- 
cook of  the  inequalities   of  the  exchange  in  the 
ftransactioiisof  individuals,  although  the  Treasury 
jiould  onl^^  issue  them  at   their  par  value.     The 
^    >tiblic  stoik,  created  in   consideration  of  a  loan, 
jAlso  partoAk  of  the  inequalities  of  the  exchange', 
jijihough  ^0   the  Government   the  value  of  t"he 
Ujock  crea'ed,   and   the   obligation  of  the  debt  to 
tjv-  dischar;ed,  were  the  same,  wherever  the  sub- 
»i(?ription  t*;  the  loan  might  be  made. 
M  Thus,  n^i)twithstandiog  the  ample  revenue  pro- 
!f ided  andjpermanently  pledged  for  the    payment 
j^t  the  public  creditor,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
N.^spiciou%^infljence  of  peace  upon  the  resources 
Ql  the  nar  on,  the  market  price  of  the  Treasury 
^;'tes,  andlof  the  public  stock,  was  everywhere 
ijij  below  Its  par  or  true  value,  for  a  considerable 
i^uiod  aftfc*  the  adjournment  of  Congress  ;  vibra- 
}*iugi  huw|ver,  wuh  a  change  of  place,  from   the 
^•aiie  of  75'io  the  rate  of  90  per  cent.     Payments 
to' bank  pajier  were  universally  preferred,  during 
^at  perioJ.  to  payments  in  the  paper  of  ihe  Gov- 
fc^rpment;  Jnd   it  was  a  natural  consequence  that 
j^iierever  Uie  Treasury  failed  in  procuring  a  local 
jS^iJrreQcy,  It  failed  also   in   making  a  stipulated 
iJ^'^ymeni.   ' 
t    Under  il^ese  extraordinary  and  perplexing  cir- 
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curastances,  the  great  effort  of  the  Treasury  was 
1st.  To  provide  promptly  and  effectually  for  ail 
urgent  demands,  at  the  proper  place  of  payment 
and  to  the  requisite  amount  of  funds.  2d.  To 
overcome  the  difficulties  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  so  that  no  cred- 
itor should  receive  more,  and  no  debtor  pay  less 
in  effective  value,  on  the  same  account,  than  ejerv 
other  creditor,  or  every  other  debtor.  And,  3d. 
To  avoid  any  unreasonable  sacrifice  of  the  pub- 
lic property,  particul  .riy  when  it  must  also  be 
attended  with  a  s»acrifice  of  the  public  credit.  It 
was  not  expected  that  this  effort  would  every- 
where produce  thesame  satisfaction,  and  the  wtme 
results;  but  the  belief  is  entertained  that  it  has 
been  successful  in  the  attainment  of  its  objects,  to 
the  extent  of  a  just  anticipation. 

Of  the  uses  of  the  Treasury  Notes. 

The  Treasury  notes,  which  were  issued  under 
acts  passed  prior  to  the  24ih  of  February,  1815, 
were,  for  the  most  part  a  denomination  too  high 
to  serve  as  a  current  medium  of  exchange,  and  it 
was  soon  ascertained  that  the  small  Treasury 
notes,  fundable  at  an  interest  of  7  per  cent.,  though 
of  a  convenient  denomination  for  common  use, 
would  be  converted  into  stock  almost  as  soon  as 
they  were  issued.  With  respect  to  the  first  de- 
scription, therefore,  the  issue  has  not  been  re- 
strained ;  but  with  respect  to  the  second  descrip- 
tion, the  issue  has  been  generally  limited  to  cases 
of  peculiar  urgency  ;  such  as  the  payment  of  the 
army,  preparatory  to  its  reduction;  the  payment 
of  the  dividends  on  the  public  debt  where  the 
local  currency  could  not  be  obtained  ;  and  the 
payment  of  an  inconsiderable  amount  of  miscel- 
laneous claims,  apparently  eniiiled  to  distinction. 

The  annexed  table,  marked  E, contains  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  the  small  Treasury  notes 
which  had  been  issued  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1815,  from  which  it  appears, 

1.  That  there  bad  been  iasued,  for  the  payment  of  th« 
armj,  the  sum  of  ....  $1,465,069 

2.  Thai  there  had  been  issued,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  dividends  ol  the  pubhc  debt, 

the  sura  of 1,203,100 

3.  That  there  had  been  issued,  for  sundry 
miscellaneous  claims,  the  sum  of  -         -        109,681 

4.  That  there  has  been  sold  at  an  advance 
(producing  $32,107  64,)  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  lunds  to  meet  the  gcoerai  en- 
gagemenU  of  the  Treasury,  a  sum  of    -     1,365,000 

$4,143,850 

Of  the  [joan 

The  act  of  the  3d  March.  1815,  authorized  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $18,452^800.  It  was 
made  lawful  to  accept,  in  payment  of  subscrip- 
tions, such  Treasury  notes  as  had  been  charged 
on  the  Sinking  Fund  ;  and  a  commission,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  quarter  of  one  per  cent.,  wasallowed 
for  selling  the  cerii^cates  of  stock,  or  procuring 
subscriptions  to  the  loan.  Under  this  auihoritjr 
the  annexed  notice,  marked  F.,  dated  the  lOih  of 
March,  1815,  was  published,  opening  a  loan  for 
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the  snra  of  $12,000,000,  with  a  view,  1st,  to  absorb 

a  portion  of  the  Treasury  note  debt ;  2d,  to  obtain 
funds  for  paying  the  unsubscribed  arrearages  of 
that  debt  ;  and.  the  3d,  to  aid  the  Treasury  with  a 
•upply  of  the  local  currencies  of  different  places, 
in  some  proportion  to  the  probable  amout  of  the 
local  demands. 

The  offers  to  subscribe  to  the  loan  prior  to  the 
19lh  of  April,  1815,  placed  (as  it  were  proper  to 
place)  money  and  Treasury  notes  upon  the  same 
footing;  but  the  offers  varied  essentially  in  the 
termsand  conditions  that  were  annexed  to  them  ; 
and,  in  point  of  fact,  no  direct  offer  was  made  to 
subscribe  at  a  higher  rate  than  89  per  cent.,  while 
some  of  the  offers  were  made  at  a  rate  even  lower 
than  75  per  cent.  Upon  this  experiment,  there- 
fore, it  was  seen  at  once  that  the  new  situation  of 
the  Treasury  required  a  new  course  of  proceed- 
ing, and  that  neither  the  justice  due  to  the  equal 
rit'his  of  the  public  creditor,  nor  a  fair  estimate 
of  the  value  of  the  public  property,  nor  an  hono- 
rable regard  for  the  public  credit,  would  permit 
the  loan  to  assume  the  shape  and  character  of  a 
scramble,  subservient  to  the  speculations,  which 
create  what  is  called  a  market  price,  and  shifting 
in  every  town  and  village  of  every  State,  accord- 
ing to  the  arbitrary  variations  of  what  is  called 
the  difference  of  exchange. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject  all  the  offers  of  sub- 
scriptions to  the  loan,  made  in  the  first  instance, 
were  declined  ;  but  ii  was  declared,  at  ihe  same 
time,  that  offers  at  the  rate  of  95  per  cent,  would 
be  accepted.  The  rate  thus  proposed  was  adopt- 
ed upon  a  consideration  of  the  value  of  the  stock, 
of  the  equitable  as  well  as  legal  claim  of  the  hold- 
ers of  Treasury  notes,  and  of  the  real  condition 
of  the  public  credit.  The  object  of  the  loan  be- 
ing (as  already  stated)  to  absorb  a  portion  of  the 
Treasury  note  debt,  and  to  acquire  a  sufficiency 
of  local  currency  fur  local  purposes,  the  price  of 
the  stock  at  the  Treasury  was,  of  course,  inde- 
pendent of  the  daily  up  and  down  prices  of  the 
various  stock  markets  in  the  Union,  and  could 
only  be  effected  by  the  progress  towards  the  at- 
tainment of  those  objects.  Thus,  while  the  wants 
of  the  Treasury  were  sufficiently  supplied,  offers 
to  subscribe  were  freely  accepted,  and  the  parlies 
were  sometimesauthorized  and  invited  to  increase 
the  amount  of  their  offers  ;  but,  where  local  funds 
had  so  accumulated  as  to  approach  the  probable 
■mount  of  the  local  demands,  the  price  of  the 
stock  was  raised  at  the  Treasury  ;  and  when  the 
accumulation  was  deemed  adequate  to  the  whole 
amount  of  the  local  demands,  the  loan  was  closed. 

The  policy  of  the  course  pursued  at  the  Trea- 
sury was  soon  demonstrated.  Offers  of  subscrip- 
tion to  the  loan,  at  the  rate  ot  95  per  cent.,  paya- 
ble in  Treasury  notes  or  in  money,  were  present- 
ed to  a  large  amount  soon  after  the  rule  of  the 
Treasury  was  declared  ;  and  th.e  annexed  table, 
marked  G,  will  exhibit  the  progressive  and  actual 
state  of  all  the  subscriptions  to  the  30ih  of  Sep- 
tember last. 

In  the  District  of  Columbia  the  money  sub- 
scriptions (including  the  subscription  of  certain 
liquidated  claims  upon  the  Treasury)  were,  suc- 


cessively, at  95,  96^,  97,  and  98  per  cent.,  and 
finally  at  par.  In  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  money 
subscriptions  have  been  at  95  and  96^  per  cent. 
In  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  money  subscrip- 
tions have  been  entirely  at  95  per  cent.  The 
price  was  raised  at  the  Treasury  from  95  to  98 
per  cent,  on  the  18ih  of  June,  (subject,  of  course, 
to  all  unexecuted  subscriptions  previously  accep- 
ted or  authorized.)  and  since  that  time  conside- 
rable offers  have  been  received  at  95  and  96  per 
cent.,  but  none  have  been  received  at  theincreased 
rate  of  98  per  cent.  The  subscriptions,  payable 
in  Treasury  notes,  have  been  made  in  all  places 
at  the  same  rale  of  95  per  cent.  A  general  ab- 
stract of  the  state  of  the  loan  may,  therefore,  be 
reduced  to  the  following  form  : 

In  the  District  of  Columbia   the   subscriptions  have 
amounted — 

1.  In  money,  to  the  sum  of  $2,282,037  38 

2.  In  Treasury  notes,  to         257,276  65 

2,539,314  03 

In  Baltimore  the  subscrip- 
tions have  amounted — 

1.  In  money,  to       -         -$1,994,818  60 

2.  In  Treasury  notes,  to       608,661   90 

2,603,480  40 

In  Philadelphia  the  sub- 
scriptions  amounted — 

1.  In  money,  to         -         $1,845,000  00 

2.  In  Treasury  notes,  to  -     1,260,668  69 

3,105,668  69 

In  New  York  the  sub- 
scriptions have  amount- 
ed— 

1.  In  money,  to       -         -  601  44 

2.  In  Treasury  notes,  to         658,371   61 


In   Rhode  Island  the  subscriptions  have 

amounted,  in  Treasury  notes,  to 
In  Massachusetts  the  subscriptions  have 

amounted,  in  Treasury  notes,  to 
In  New  Hampshire  the  Fubscriptionshave 

amounted,  in  Treasury  notes,  to 
In  North  Carolina  the  subscriptions  have 

amounted,  in  Treasury  notes,  to 


658,973  06, 

132,020  69 

97,301   32 

52,386  20 

95,000  00 


$9,284,044  38 


Having  thus  absorbed  a  portion  of  the  Trea- 
sury note  debt,  and  deeming  the  Treasury  to  be 
possessed  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  the  local  cur- 
rency of  the  places  at  which  the  Treasury  notes, 
unsubscribed  and  in  arrears,  were  payable  by  law, 
except  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Boston,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proceeded  to  assign 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  Treasury  notes,  and 
to  give  notice  thereof  in  the  form  of  the  annexed 
copies,  (marked,  respectively,  H  and  I.)  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  o{  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1815.  As  a  sufficient  supply  of  the 
local  currencies  of  Boston  and  New  York  had  not 
been  obtained,  theoverture  was  made  in  the  same 
notice  to  discharge  the  Treasury  notes  payable 
in  those  cities,  and  in  arrears,  by  accepting  them 
in  subscriptioti  to  the  loan,  at  the  rate  of  95  per 
cent.,  by  exchanging  them  for  other  Treasury 
notes  in  which  the  interest  due  should  be  inclu- 
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ded4<  |)riQcipal;or  bv  giving  drafts  Tor  the  amouot 
upo  'fcoy  of  thv  banks  ia  which  the  Government 
pos^i  >\ed  fund^,  Thi-;  overture  is  still  open  to 
th»iL<>p-idc^rati4;)Q  and  acceptance  of  the  holders 
of  i^»TreasuiV  notes  in  question,  and  has  been 
b:c  i^tj-d,  in  th(»  shape  of  subscriptions  to  the  loan, 
to  ar.uj)sideraL|e  extent.  Since  the  30ih  of  Sep- 
temj;<?{  these  rynount,  including  some  subscrip- 
tiorii  Jhe  delai.'s  of  which  have  not  yet  been  con- 
tt'in||;»ted,  to  uvore  tljan  §2,000,000. 

Of  \i^  transfer  ff  balaiices  of  appropriations  and 
'  .U        ofrc^nue/rom  IS  14  to  1815. 

I|^tie  admifilitration  of  the  finances  it  has  been 
th-'fcictice  toyonsider  the  denoandsand  thesup- 
piit,*<i  each  yjar  as  distinct  subjects  for  legisla- 
uveipr^viiion,  Vidf  Pendent  of  the  balance^  of  ap 
prci  nations  or  ff  revenue  existing  at  the  close  of 
the  fifceding  yiears.  The  same  course  will  now 
be;i'  ir^ued,  bu||  with  a  few  eiplanatary  remarks. 
Ttvt '»{inual  a[l>ropria"ion3  have  never  been  en- 
lir!  /  *Ab.sorbe(i  during  the  year  for  which  they 
w<»r  jifiade  ;  ai|d  the  credit  given  by  law  for  pay- 
mhi  t  *iQ  every:branch  of  the  revenue,  necessarily 
inrr  i^  jicesadis(jriraination  between  the  amount  of 
duTi^ij^hich  sicrues  within  the  year,  as  a  debt 
to  !  Vpoveroriient.and  theamount  which  is  paiJ 
wii    .rfthe  yeaK  as  money  into  the  Trea-^ury.  The 


ann  |Ul  approj jialions.  however,  are  not  charged 
upc:  ^t)ie  revenue  of  the  year  specifically  in  which 
ihej've  raaJet;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  they  are 
sail,  "fwd  whenever  demanded,  out  of  any  unappro- 
pri.^r^  money  In  the  Treasury,  without  reference 
to  t^f  ;time  wl'^n  the  revenue  accrued,  or  when 
•'     ti'ttoney  Wo*  actually   received  at  the   Trea 


the 

sur 

>^.t»  inconvenience  of  continuing  appropria- 
Hot%  jifi  force,  ivhich  were  liable  to  be  drawn  tVoni 
ihe^'rpasuryd.'ringany  indefinite  period,  induced 
Co^r^ss  to  eti3ct.  in  the  year  1795.  that  any  ap- 
pr|)fcfiiiiions  (eitcepi  permanent  appropriations  for 
ttif^(erest  of  the  funded  debt,  or  appropriations 
for^4  paymejt  of  loans  and  the  accruing  inter- 
es{.|j3f  the  Siij^iing  Fund,  and  for  purposes  which 
sPT'J^ily  requiVe.  by  law,  a  longer  duration)  re- 
mSi^jgg  unexpended  for  more  than  two  years 
afteWtfie  expiration  of  the  calendar  year  in  which 
tuerj|  of  appi)priation  was  passed  should  cease 
a 'ci^t^termint;  and  that  the  unexpended  sum 
stiofir.  be  carried  to  an  account  en  the  books  of 
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to  be  denominated  ''the  Surplus 
^e  operation  of  this  provision,  no 
ord^^Ky  appr()|)riation  can  now  survive  the  spe- 
cifi^j  |>eriod  c^two  years  ;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  ,'j)rmal  des;jnation  of  a  particular  account  in 
v/h]  i^ihe  entr<  shall  be  made. the  sum  disengaged 
by  ,  '^(^termination  of  each  appropriation,  bec*omes 
a;?u-  ^in  undi.'Tinguisbable  part  of  the  public  trea- 
sur(  ^i  tiich  IS  r.ubject  to  the  future  disposition  of 
t.ieCijji/islature, 

V'i|h  these,  remarks  it  will  be  useful,  for  the 
Iiuife)r.e  of  gt«iiieral  information,  to  exhibit  the 
grL»J  ^mount  c.f  the  balances  of  the  appropriations 
IjTn»  year  )J«14,  transferred  to  the  year  1815, 
^i'^H-pi  enlerijig  into  a  comparative  detail  of  the 
H^j  k.|>riai ions' and  of  the  revenues   during  the 
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particular  year  in  which  the  appropriations  were 

made  by  law.     Thus 

The  grosf  amount  of  the  appropriations  for  1814,  in- 
cluding the  AggngAle  of  th«  balances  of  the  appro* 
pnations  for  the  jear  1813,  amounted  to  the  mm 
of $55,978.4*4   20 

Of  this  there  was'paid.  on  or  before  the 
31at   of  December,  1814,  the  suia 


of 

Aod,  on  the  1st  of 
Jan.  1815,  there 
was  carried  to  sur- 
plus fund  the  sum 
of         -         .         - 


Leaving  as  a  general 
balance  of  appro- 
priations of  1814  - 


-   $38,028,230  32 


592,309  99 


38,620,M0  31 
$17,367,923  89 


Of  the  demands  on  the  Treasury,  for  1815. 

The  demands  authorized  by  acts  of  appropria- 
tion during  the  year  1815,  (exclusively  of  certain 
indefinite  appropriations,  the  amount  of  which  is 
not  yet  ascertained,)  were  the  following: 

For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  misrelianeoua  expenses,  be* 
sides  the  unascertained  product  of  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  assigned  to  defray  the  charges  of 
courts,  the  sum  of  -         -         -         -  $3,080,666  22 

For  military  expenses,  including  those 
of  the  Indian  Department,  and  the 
perman^t  appropriation  of  $200,000 
fur  arming  and  equipping  the  militia, 
the  sum  of 5,618,790  41 

For  naval   expenses,  including  ihe  an- 
nual appropriation  of  $200,000  for 
the  purchase  of  limber     -         -         -      5,233,022  00 
For  the  public  debt,  to  wit : 

The  interest  in  the  debt  contracted  be- 
fore the  vr  a  r    1,900,000  00 

The  interest  on  the  debt  contracted  since 
the  war,  (including  the  loan  of  1815, 
and  excluding  the  ioterest  of  Treas- 
ury notes) 3,660,000  00 

The  interest  of  5  2-5  per  cent  per  ann., 
upon  Treasury  notes  outstanding  on 
the  Ist  of  January,  1815,  including 
notes  due  in  1814,  and  not  paid,  (the 
principal  being  then  $10,646,480,) 
the  sum  of 576,000  00 

The  annual  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  of  the  old  six  per  cent  and 
deferred  stocks,  the  sum  of       -         -      1,590,000  00 

The  principal  of  Treasury  notes  paya- 
ble in  1814,  and  the  1st  of  January, 
1815,but  not  then  paid,  the  sum  of  •     2,799,200  00 

The  principal  of  Treasury  notes  paya- 
ble in  1815,  and  the  1st  of  January, 
1816,  the  sum  of     -         -         .         .     7,847,280  00 

The  principal  of  temporary  loans  paya- 
ble in  1814,  but  not  then  paid  -        500,000  00 


The  amount  of  the  appropriations  and 
of  demands  for  the  public  debt  for 
1816,  being  the  sum  of    • 


$32,703,948  63 
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The  totsi  amoant  therefore,  demanda- 
ble  at  the  Treasury  dunng  the  yesr 
1815,  was        .... 


$50,061,871  95 


Consisting  of  appropriations  made  prior 
to  that  year,  and  unsatisfied  at  its 
commencement,  amounting  to  $17,357,923  89 

And  of  appropriations  and  demands  on 
account  of  the  public  debt,  made  and 
arising  during  the  year  1H15,  amount- 
ing to      32,703,948  06 


Making  together 


$50,061,871  95 


Of  the  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
year  1815. 

These  ways  and  means  may  be  considered  id  a 
two-fold  aspect:  1,  As  to  the  ways  and  means 
placed  by  the  laws  within  the  power  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and,  2.  The  amount  capable  of  being  real- 
ized, or  made  actually  available  by  the  Treasury, 
during  the  year. 

Under  the  first  view  the  ways  and  means  con- 
sisted— 

1.  Of  the  cash  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  which 

amounted  to $1,526,998  63 

2.  Of  the  ouUlanding  revenue,  which 
accrued  prior  to  the  year  1815,  and 
remained  unpaid  at  its  commenoe- 
ment,  estimated,  exclusive  of  the  nums 

due  for  public  lands,  at  about  -         -     4,600,000  00 

3.  Of  the  revenue  accruing  in  the  year 
1815,  estimated  at  $38,850,000,  riz: 

Customs         -         -         $25,000,000 

Direct  tax,  net  product    -  5,400,000 

Internal  duties,  net  pro- 
duct -         -         -         -  7,000.000 

Public  lands  -         -         -  1,000,000 

Postage  and  other  inci- 
dental receipts    -  450,000 


.  Of  the  unexecuted  authority  to  bor- 
row money  and  issue  Treasury  notes, 
conferred  by  acts  of  Congress,  passed 
prior  to  the  year  1815,  viz: 

The  loan  act  of  March  14, 

1812  -         -         -         .     $765,300 

The  loan  act  of  March  24, 

1814-         -         -         -     8,562,119 

The  loan  act  of  Novem- 
ber 15,  1814        -         -     3,000,000 


38,850,000  00 


Treasury  note  act  of  Mar. 

4,  1814       -         -         -$2,772,720 

Treasury  note  act  of  De- 
cember 26,  1814  -     8,600,000 


.  Of  the  authority  to  borrow  money  and 
issue  Treasury  notes,  conferred  by 
acts  of  Congress,  passed  in  the  year 
1815,  viz: 

The  loan  act  of  March  3,  \ 

1815-         -         .         $18,452,800 

The  loan  act  of  Feb'y  13, 
1815,  (for  public  build- 
ings in  Washington)  -        500,000 


12,327,419  00 


11,372.720  00 


Treasury  note  act  of  Feb. 
24,  1815,  (exclusive  of 
the  re-issues  authorized 
by  this  act) 


25,000,000  • 
43,952,800  00 


Making  together 


$112,629,937  63 


This  great  apparent  stJrpius  of  ways  and  means 
within  the  power  of  the  Treasury  arose,  in  part, 
from  the  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  cus- 
toms accruing  in  the  year  1815,  which,  instead 
of  $4,000,000,  the  amount  estimated  prior  to  the 
peace,  will  probably  in  consequence  of  that  event 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $25,000,000,  as  here  stated. 
A  great  portion  also  of  the  sums  authorized  to  be 
borrowed,  or  raised  upon  Treasury  notes,  it  was 
evident  could  not  be  obtained  or  raised  within  the 
year;  and  the  several  successive  acts  by  which 
the  authority  was  given, although  they  were  nom- 
inally accumulative,  were  actually  the  results  of 
attempts  to  vary  or  modify  this  authority  in  such 
a  way  as  to  render  it  more  easy  or  more  effectual 
in  Its  execution. 

The  second  view  of  the  ways  and  means  for 
the  year  1815  exhibits  the  amount  actually  real- 
ized and  received  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
year.  As  the  year  is  not  yet  terminated,  this  can 
only  be  given  by  way  of  e^xtimale.  The  result 
will  probably  not  differ  materially  from  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  Cash  in  the  Treasury  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year    -         -         -$1,526,998  63 

2.  Receipts  fi-om  revenue,  including  that 
which  was  outstanding  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  viz  : 

Customs        -         -  .  $8,000,000 

Direct  Ux      -         -  .     2,200,000 

Internal  duties        -  -     4,700,000 

Public  lands  -         -  -     1,000,000 

Postage   and   other  iflci-                     ' 
dental  receipts   - 


450,000 


Receipts  from  loans  and   Treasury 
notes,  viz  :   Loans — 

Under  the  act  of  March 

14,  1812  -         -         -    $50,000  00 

Under  the  actof  Novem- 
ber 15,  1814      -         -     9.50,000  00 

Under  the  act  of  March 

3,  1815     -         -  9,284,044  38 

Under  the  act  of  March 

3,  1815,  (temporary)     650.000  00 

Under  the  act  of  Feb'y 

13, 1815,  (temporary)     100,000  00 


16^50,000  00 


Amount  actually  borrowed  to  the  30th 
September,  1815,  per  statements  an- 
nexed, marked  G  and  K 

$11,034,044  38 

Amount  estimated  to  be 
borrowed  from  Ort'r  1 
to  December  31,  1815  3,000,000  DO 


14,034,044  38 


Treasury  Notes. — Amount  issued  prior 
to  the  Ist  October,  1815. 
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i! 


fi 


% 


\ 


APPENDIX. 


1632 


State  of  the  Finances. 


Bnjer  the 
^4;  1814 


notes  bearing  interest : 
the  n.<<  of  March 

-  $2,772,720 
Cpi^T  the  act  of  Dec.  26, 
^yjjU-         -         -         -     8,318,400 

'Jhiier  the  act  of  Febru- 

^         -'    --^   '  .        694,600 


^^.7 


24.  18l5 


F*r  Btatemtnt  anneied, 
:  Jjujarked  1;  -  -  $11,785,720 
2t  jinaUTrea/orynotfBnot 
j  feaJringinte^ist. underact 
/ebruar7'i4.  1816.— 
<  *';aeunt  laaued  and  re- 
■  &i<ed.  per  f^utement  an- 
:6»ed,  marked  E   -         -     4,152,850 

ifct  _^  

:  a]  ■'  $15,938,570 

Mr^.  estimated  tob«  issued 
jAti  re-iMued,  from  Oct.  1 
i^pecembcii31,  1815    - 

,♦[;  

MJiiJig  the  tcial  amoont  estimated  to 
;  ji|  jsctually  received  into  the  Treas 
i  uW  during  me  year  1815 


1,000,000 


16,938,670  00 


^ri 


$48,849,613  01 


f^ie  application  of  the  moneys  actually  received 
iai^j  jhe  Treasury,  during  the  year  1815,  will  be 
a^)l Jlows  :  To  the  30th  September  the  payments 
L^-amount<d  to  the  following  sums  nearly; — 
thi/accounts-rnot  being  yet  made  up,  the  precise 
at^ounl  cannot  be  given. 

Fcaifi'il.  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 

•  {rienscs $2,537,000  00 

Pi|'uliUry  ge/vice     ....   15,190.144  71 

-  •  -val  serv^e 


Poi 

Pofi/tiblic  debt  (exclusive  of  the  sum 
y|  $300,000^  repaid  by  the  Commis- 
K)t»er  of  Lo^ns  for  Georgia) 


7,050.000  25 


8.909,178  2'. 


Di"''Mg  the  foi^th  quarter  of  the  year 
^4tpay  mentf  arc  estimated  to  amount 
||^vhc  followi))g  Bum»,  VIZ  : 

FcMi  ivil,  tJ)[)lo£5|atic,  and  mis- 
J^ljaneous  expenses  -  $500,000 

Fc^iiava!  serv'ce         -         -   1,500,000 

>*<%/  -ublic  debi  to  the  Ist  of 

.'  hahuary,  18|6,  inclusive  -  3,000,000 


$33,686,323  18 


5,000,000  00 


of  revenue  and  expenditure  for  that  year  cannot 
be  reduced  by  the  scale  of  a  Peace  Establishment. 
The  arrearages  in  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments are,  generally,  the  outstanding  balance  of 
the  floating  public  debt,  including  Treasury  notes 
and  temporary  loans,  and  must  be  satisGed  before 
a  permanent  and  uniform  arrangement  of  the 
finances  can  be  efl*ected;  but  it  is  believed  that 
the  period  of  a  single  year  will  be  sufficient  for 
that  purpose. 

It  IS  also  proper  to  premise,  that,  although  the 
estimates  of  the  demands  on  the  Treasury  for 
1816  may  be  satisfactorily  made,  there  is  no  set- 
tled ground  upon  which  estimates  of  the  ways 
and  means  can  be  confidently  formed.  The  en- 
tire system  of  external  and  internal  taxation  must 
necessarily  be  revised  during  the  present  session 
of  Congre^s,  and  the  sources  as  well  as  the  prod- 
uct of  the  public  revenue  can  only  be  ascertained 
from  the  result  of  the  legislative  deliberations. 
In  order  however  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  as  far 
as  it  is  practicable,  distinct  statements  will  be 
presented  for  1816 — 1.  Of  the  probable  demands 
of  the  Treasury  ;  2.  Of  the  revenue,  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  now  in  force  ;  and,  3.  Of  the 
revenue,  estimated  according  to  the  modifica- 
tions, which  will  be  respectfully  submitted. 

1.   Of  the  probable  demands  on  the  Treasury. 

The  amount  of  civil,  diplomatic,  and  mis- 
cellaneous expenses,  is  estimated  at  the 
Bumof $1,800,000 

The  amount  of  military  expenses  is  esti- 
mated at  the  sum  of  -         -  -         •     14.549,246 

For  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  1816     -         -         -$5,112,159 

For  the  arrearages  of  1815, 
beyond  the  amount  of  the 
appropriations  -         -         -     9,437,087 


Making  together 


$14,549,246 


;  -:  I  Making  tc^-ether  -         -         -  $38,686,323  18 

Aik\\t  receipt!*  into  the  Treasury  dur- 

\$%  the  yeai^lhave  been  estimated  at   48,849,613  01 

■\i:  \  ,  

tfcr/um  lea  iit  the  Treasury  at  the  end 

S- the  year  f  lU  be  -         -         •  $10.163.289  83 

\fc(l  will  consist  principally  of  Treasury  notes,  paid 
4l(4  account  ')f  the  revenue  and  of  loans. 

"fit^e  estimktes  of  the  Public  Revenues  and  Ex- 
\\  j  *   pendituresfor  1816. 

in  the  co^isideration  of  this  subject,  it  is  pro- 
n\;  \o  preraTe,  that  the  revenue  of  1816  must  be 
jcijifged  wi'h  the  payment  of  a  considerable 
«>^(iunt  of  the  unliquidated  debts  incurred  during 
itj.^l'war;  aud,  consequently,  that  the  proporiiooa  | 

'IH 

4 
t 


The  amount  of  the  naval  expenses  (sup- 

Eising  them  to  be  reduced,  on  the  Peace 
Btablisbment,  to  one-half  the  amount 
appropriated  for  1815.  and  adding  the 
annual  appropriation  of  $200,000  for 
the  purchase  of  timber)  is  estimated  at 
the  sum  of  .  -  .  .  . 
The  amount  of  the  payments  required  on 
account  of  the  public  debt  is  estimated 
at  the  sum  of 


2.716,610 


For  the  interest  and  annaal  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal  of  the  funded  debt 
prior  to  the  war  -         -     3,460,000 

For  the  interest  on  the  funded 
debt  created  since  the  war, 
estimated  on  a  capital  of 
$70,000,000      -         -  -     4,200,000 

For  the  balance  of  principal 
and  interest  on  Treasury 
notes  of  every  denomination 
now  due  or  payable  in  1815 
and  1816,  or  estimsted  to 
be  paid  in  those  years,  by 
being    received    for    duties 


23.818.513 
$42,884,269 


i 
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and  taxes,  as  set  forth  in  the 
annexed  table,  marked  L  -  15,458,513 
For  the  amount  of  temporary 
loans  due  to  the  State  Bank 
of  Boston,  ($500,000,)  and 
the  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
New  York,  ($200,000)      -        700,000 


Making  together 


$23,818,513 


From  this  aggregate  of  the  de- 
mands for  1816,  the  charges 
of  a  temporary  nature  being 
deducted,  to  wit;  deduct  the 
amount  of  the  arrearages 
for  the  military  services  of 
J8I5  -         -         .         .  $9,437,087 

And  the  amount  of  the  float- 
ing debt  to  be  liquidated  in 
1«16        ....     16,158.513 


25,595,600 


There  will  remain  as  the  probable  annual 
expenditure  of  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment, independent  of  any  addition  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  the  sum  of     -         -  $17,288,669 


2.  Of  the  revenue  for   IS16,  estimated  according  to 
the  laws  now  in  force. 

By  the  laws  now  in  force  the  revenue  arisin<» 
from  customs,  during  the  year  1816.  will  be  a^ 
fected  in  the  following  manner:  The  present 
rales  of  duties  continue  until  the  ISth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1816,  when  the  duty  on  salt  imported  will 
cease,  and  the  rates  of  duties  on  merchandise  of 
every  description,  imported  in  American  vessels, 
will  fall  to  one-half  of  the  existing  amount,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  manufactured  articles, 
being  of  the  same  kinds  as  the  manufactured  arti- 
cles on  which  internal  duties  have  been  imposed  ; 
the  duties  on  the  imported  articles  continuing  at 
the  existing  rates,  so  long  as  the  existing  internal 
duties  shall  be  continued  upon  the  corresponding 
articles  of  domestic  manufacture.  On  the  18th 
of  February  the  extra  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported in  foreign  vessel.s,  which  is  now  15^  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  duty  in  American 
vessels,  will  fall  to  10  per  cent,  on  that  amount. 
and  the  tonnage  duty  on  foreign  vessels,  which 
IS  now  S-  per  ton,  will  fall  to  fifty  cents  per  ton. 
The  extra  duty  is,  also,  liable  to  be  affected  by 
the  operation  of  the  act  for  abolishing  all  dis- 
criminating duties  upon  a  basis  of  natural  reci- 
procity. 

By  the  laws  now  in  force  the  revenue  arising 
from  internal  duties  will  be  affected  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  The  duties  on  bank  notes,  on  notes 
discounted  by  banks,  and  bills  of  exchange, 
(commonly  called  the  stamp  duties.)  and  ilie 
duty  on  refined  sun;ar,  will  cease  on  the  ISih  of 
February,  1816.  All  the  other  internal  duties, 
together  with  the  direct  tax,  and  the  increased 
rates  of  poiKage,  will  continue. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  revenue  which 
will  accrue  to  the  United  States,  during  the  year 
1816,  is  estimated  as  follows: 
I4th  Con.  Isl  Sess. — 52 


From  customs        -         -        .        .        . 

internal  duties  -  .  .  . 
direct  lax,  (net  produce  to  the  Trea- 
sury) -  -  •  .  . 
sales  of  public  lands  -  .  . 
postage  and  incidental  receipts 


$13,000,000 
7,000,000 

5,600,000 

1,000,000 

400,000 

$27,000,000 


The  sums  actually  receivable  into  the  Treas- 
ury, during  the  year,  are  estimated  as  follows: 

From  customs $20,000,000 

internal  duties  ....  6,500,000 
direct  tax,  including  arrears  of  18 1 5  8,500,000 
the  sales  of  pubhc  lands  -  -  1,000,000 
postage  and  incidental  receipts      .  400^000 


If  to  this  be  added  the  probable  amount 
of  money  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1816,  which 
may  be  estimated,  exclusive  of  Treas- 
ury notes  paid  in,  previously  to  that 
time,  on  account  of  revenue  and  of 
loans,  at  the  sum  of    - 


$30,400,000 


3,000,000 


The  effective  ways  and   means  of  1816 

will  produce,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of     39,400,000 

But  as  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury, 
for  the  game  year,  will  amount,  as 
above  stated,  to 


There  will  be  left  a  deficit,  to  be  suppUed 
by  means  other  than  the  revenue,  of 
the  sum  of         ..... 


42,884,269 


$3,484,269 


3.   Of  the  revenue  for  1816,  estimated  according  to  the 
modifications  which  will  be  respectfully  submitted. 
From  the  review  of  the  financial  measures  of 
the  Government,  in  reference  to  the  recent  state 
of  war.  which  constitutes  the   first   part  of  the 
present  report,  it  appears  that  the  almost  entire 
failure  of  the  customs,  or  duties  on  importations, 
and   the   increasing   necessities  of  the  Treasury, 
rendered  it  necessary  to  seek  for  pecuniary  sup- 
plies in  a  system  of  internal  duties  j  but  both  in 
respect   to   the  subjects  of  taxation,  and  to   the 
amount  of  the  several  taxes,  the  return  of  peace 
has  always   been   contemplated   as  a   period  for 
revision    and    relief.     In    the  fulfilment  of  that 
policy,  a  reduction  of  the  direct  tax  ;  a  discon- 
tinuance of  taxes  which,  upon  trial,  have  proved 
unproductive  as  well  as  inconvenient;  and,  above 
all.   the  exoneration   of  domestic   manufactures 
from   every  charge  that  can  obstruct   or  retard 
their  progress,  seem  to  be  the  objects  that  partic- 
ularly  invite   the    legislative    attention.      There 
will  still  remain,  however,  a  sufficient  scope  for 
the  operation  of  a  permanent  system  of  internal 
duties  upon   those  principles  of  national   policy 
which  have  already  been  respectfully  suggested. 
As  an    equivalent  for   the    diminution  of  the 
revenue,  by  the  contemplated  abolition  or  reduc- 
tion of  sorne  0.'  the  duties  and  taxes,  and  in  ob- 
servance of  the  public  faith  which  is  pledged,  in 
the  case  of  such  abolition  or  reduction,  to  provide 
and  substitute  other  duties  and  taxes  equally  pro- 
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duett*t,  It  IS  injended  respectfully  to  recoraraend 
a  ctfiOnuance  of  the  duty  od  imported  salt,  and 
a  QCji^retent  aijdition  to  the  permanent  rates  of 
th^  (jl^ies  on  nierchandise  imported.  In  the  gen- 
ersl^f  |ifr  whii^  has  been  directed  by  a  resolution 
of  ty'Huusetjf  Representatives  to  be  prepared, 
an?1^  lich  wilt  be  submitted  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  tjL,  materitt'ls  for  formin?  it  can  be  digested 
ami ;  r^aiiged,  {ihe  subject  will  be  more  distinctly, 
as  v|  11  as  mofi  satisfactorily,  presented;  but,  as 
it  is^;  ';it  proba'Je  that  this  measure  can  be  so  ma- 
tiireU  »s  to  go  )jto  operation  on  the  18th  of  Feb- 
ruar-  jext.  it  -i^ecomes  necessary  to  suggest  the 
exDfc^iency  of Jconiinuing  the  present  rates  of 
duir<>.*  until  ttie  30ih  of  June,  when  the  new 
raieiJif  ^  *"  \^^  necessary  details  to  give  effect 
to  i^  system,  jnay  be  introduced,  and  sufficient 
noli|  be  givetjto  the  merchants,  to  regulate  their 
CMcr>  i«'rcijl  opvrations  accordingly. 

IrZ  r-elalion,  jhen,  to   the  internal   duties,  it  is 
intej-'ltfd  respeiitfully  to  recommend  that  the  du- 


1.  The  revenue  which  will  accrue  in  1816  may 
be  estimated — 


From  customs  .... 

From  internal  duties       ... 
From  direct  tax,  (net  product  to  the  Trea 
sury)  ...... 

From  sales  of  public  lands 

From  postage  and  incidental  receipts 


-$17,000,000 
4,500,000 

2,700,000 

1 ,000.000 

400,000 

$25,600,000 


2.  The  moneys  which  will  be  actually  receiT- 
able  into  the  Treasury,  from  revenue,  Id  1815, 
may  be  estimated — 

From  the  customs $21,000,000 

From  internal  duties  ....  5,000,000 
From  direct  tax,  including  arrears  of  1815  6,000,000 
From  sales  of  public  lands  •  •  .  1,000.000 
From  postage  and  incidental  rexeipts       -  400,000 


$33,400,000 


ties  1  ,ii posed  hi  the  last  session  of  Congress,  on 
varit'  If  article*  manufactured  within  the  United 
St:\[^«;  shall  briabolished  on  the  18th  day  of  Apnl 
nex||>f  hich  w*l  complete  the  year,  commencing 
frooi*ijie  timt^^the  duties  went  into  operation; 
tHat  *»i  duty  iinposed  during  the  last  session  of 
Cct»|T|'ss.  on  .-Spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
§tMW^  shall  bpi  abolished  on  the30ih  day  of  June 
nejtjflut  that,  lit  the  same  time,  there  be  added 
l')Oi||%r  cent.  &«  the  rate  of  the  duty  which  had 
b**ftftiiarged  t'o  licences  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liqfJ^|.^  in  the  j,ear  1813;  that  the  duty  on  house- 
hij|c{|ijrniture^fcnc!  on  gold  and  silver  watches,  be 
abfl(f -ed  on  tK^  31sl  day  uf  March  next ;  that  the 
adJwA^al  dutf*iraposed  during  the  last  session  of 
Cc*oj«fss.  on  ifcenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liq^cl'',  and  fotyiirn  merchandise,  be  abolished  on 
th4 /Cj'i  day  in  December,  1816;  and  that  the 
du^id  on  refinril  sugar,  and  the  stamp  duties,  be 
coai,|iued;  anj^  finally,  in  relation  to  the  direct 
ta:^.'il»is  infendfd  respectfully  to  recommend  that, 
oo't^^-'Slst  day  of  March  next,  it  be  reduced  to 
oii^-jiijf  of  its  .^resent  amount ;  that  is,  to  the  an- 
Djiiqjtoount  oi^.  §3,000  000. 

Tj»ei  subtraction  from  the  revenue  by  these 
ch{i3|(S  and  rnluclions  in  the  direct  tax,  and  the 
ini^l*  jl  duties  -is  estimated  at  the  annual  sum  uf 
|7iCcf|}*000.  B^t  the  substitutes  for  supplying  the 
eq^a^i  enl  amvjunl  are  estimated  to  produce,  Isl, 
frUnlji  le  increase  of  the  duty  on  licenses  to  dis- 
til(e}«,  and  thej  continuance  of  the  stanip  dutie.s. 
an^l  (fi  ties  on  .Refined  sugar,  the  annual  sum  of 
tlj5(ji'000  ;  2^  from  the  continuance  of  the  duty 
00^  Jiiporled  <flt,  the  annual  sum  of  $500,000; 
anjlJli^.  from  "Sin    increase  upon   the   permanent 


If  to  the  sum  thus  estimated  to  be  receivable  into  the 
Treasury,  from  the  revenue,  during  the 
year  ISl'e $33,400,000 

There  be  added  the  money  which  will 
probably  be  in  the  Treasury  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year     .... 


The  aggregate  will  be  the  sum  of  . 
And    the    demands   being    estimated,   as 
above,  at    - 

There  will  be  left  a  deficit  of  - 


3,000,000 
36,100,000 
42,884,269 

6.484,269 


It  is  here,  however,  to  be  recollected,  that  the 
estimate  of  the  demands  on  the  Treasury  com- 
prehends the  gross  amount  of  the  arrearages  of 
the  War  Department,  and  a  provision  fur  the 
whole  of  the  floating  public  debt;  and  although, 
for  the  purposes  of  a  legislative  appropriation,  the 
aggregate  of  the  expenditures  to  be  authorized  for 
the  year  1816  is  necessarily  made  the  basis  of  the 
official  estimates,  yet  the  uniform  experience  of 
the  Treasury  evinces  that  the  demands  for  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  annual  appropriation  will 
not  be  maJe  during  the  year. 

It  may  also  be  observed,  that  to  raise  a  revenue 
by  the  imposition,  or  even  by  the  continuance,  of 
taxes,  adequate  to  the  immediate  discharge  of 
every  unliquidated  demand  upon  the  Treasury, 
at  the  close  of  an  expensive  war.  seems  hardly  to 
be  necessary  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  country.  The  product  of  the  revenue  ar- 
ranged in  the  manner  which  ha.s  been  stated  may 
be  estimated,  after  the  year  1816,  at  an  annual 
amount,  nearly  four  millions  greater  than  the  sum 
ra|efl(|f  duties  on  the  importation  of  Coreign  mer-  t  required  for  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and 
annual  sum  of  85,000.000.  j  fur  the  probable  expenses  of  the  Peace  Establish- 

ment. If  the  public  debt,  therefore,  were  increased 
in  the  year  1816,  by  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole 
amount  of  the  deficit  as  above  stated,  an  equiva- 
lent reduction  would  be  effected  in  less  than  two 
years.  Trie  unexecuted  authority  to  borrow 
money,  and  to  issue  Treasury  notts.  already  pro- 
vided by  the  acts  of  Congress,  is  sufficient  to  en- 
able the  Treasury  to  meet  the  deficit  in  either  of 


\h\ 


cb^i,||>e,  the 

Mriffull  eflffct  of  the  alterations  which  have 
bej  ;J-4atf  d  wijl  not  be  developed  until  some  time 
af<e|lijie  year  i816;  but  if  they  be  adopted,  the 
bt^i>¥|f  ihe  revenue  for  that  year,  in  the  two  views 
oi*\^'ch  It  is  |uscepiible — l>t,  of  revenue  accru- 
ifi;?tf|ring  thtjJyear,  and,  2ndly,  of  money  receiv- 
al'liif^to  the  fTreasury  during  the  year,  may  be 
estiii|*ied  as  fallows: 

"  i 

^^  I 
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these  modes,  and  consequently  no  further  legisla- 
tive aid  (except,  perhaps,  in  the  modification  of 
the  issues  of  Treasury  notes)  appears  at  this  time 
to  be  required. 

III. — Propotil  ions  for  the  improvement  and  man- 
agement of  the  revemie,  and  for  the  support  of 
public  credit. 

The  propositions  which  are  now  to  be  respect- 
fully submitted,  relate:  1.  To  the  revenue,  2. 
To  the  Sinking  Fund.  3.  To  the  national  cir- 
culating medium. 

1.  I'ropoaitioni  relating  to  the  revenue. 

The  changes  contemplated  in  the  revenue,  on 
the  estimates  of  a  Peace  Establishment,  having 
been  already  stated  as  the  intended  objects  of  rec- 
ommendation, it  is  only  now  necessary  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  measures  re- 
quiring their  sanction  for  carrying  the  plan  into 
effect. 

First.  It  IS  respectfully  proposed  that  the  act  of 
the  1st  of  July,  1812.  imposing  an  additional  duty 
of  100  per  cent,  upon  the  permanent  duties  on 
good?,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
the  act  of  the  29th  of  July,  1813,  imposing  a  duty 
upon  imported  salt,  be  continued  to  force  until 
the  30ih  day  of  June.  1816. 

Second.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  act 
of  the  24th  of  July,  1813.  imposing  a  duty  on 
sugar  retined  within  the  United  States,  and  the 
act  of  the  2d  of  August,  1813  imposing  a  duly  on 
bank  notes,  notes  discounted,  and  bills  of  ex- 
charige.  be  continued  by  law,  in  force,  without 
limitation,  but  with  proper  amendments  to  render 
the  collection  of  the  duties  more  equal  and  more 
certain  ;  and  that  the  act  of  the  15th  of  December, 
1814.  imposing  duties  on  carriages  and  the  har- 
ness therefor ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act  of  the 
23J  of  December,  1814,  as  relates  to  the  duties  on 
tales  at  auction,  and  to  the  increasing  of  the  rates 
of  postage,  he  allowed  to  remain  in  force. 

Third.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  there  be 
a  reduction  or  modification  in  the  following  taxes 
and  duties: 

1.  That  the  direct  tax  be  reduced  from  six  mil- 
lions to  three  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  year  1816, 
and  for  each  succeeding  year. 

2.  That  the  duties  on  distilled  spirits  be  discon- 
tinued after  the  30th  day  of  June,  1816;  and  that 
the  duty  on  licenses  to  distillers  be  raised  on  that 
day  to  double  the  amount  fixed  by  the  act  of  the 
24th  of  July,  1813. 

3.  That  the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, be  reduced  to  the  rates  of  the  year  1813,  with 
proper  regard  to  the  periods  when  licenses  com- 
mence and  expire. 

Fourth.  It  IS  respectfully  proposed  that  the  act 
of  the  18th  of  January.  1815,  and  the  act  of  the 
27th  of  February.  1815,  imposing  duties  on  various 
articles  manufactured,  or  made  for  sale  within  the 
United  States,  and  the  ac  of  the  18th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1815,  imposing  duties  on  household  furniture 
and  watches,  be  absolutely  and  entirely  repealed. 


Fifth.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  further  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  on  impioris  and  ton- 
nage, and  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  to  fix 
the  compensations,  and  increase  the  responsibil- 
ity of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the 
collection  thereof,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and 
internal  duties,  be  continued  in  force  without 
limitation. 

2.  Proposition  relating  to  the  Sinking  Fund. 
The  Sinking  Fund,  as  it   is   at   present  constituted, 


amounts  to  the  annual  sum  of 


-    $8,000,000 


It  is  charged,  in  the  first  instance  with  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  annual 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the 
old  funded  debt,  which  will  require  for 
1816,  and  each  of  the  two  ensuing 
years,  the  sum  of        -         -         -         - 

And  it  is  charged  with  the  payment  of  the 
interest,  and  the  eventual  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal  of  the  new  fund- 
ed debt;  the  interest,  computed  on  a 
capital  of  $70,000,000,  will  require  for 
the  year  1816,  and  each  subsequent 
year,  the  sum  of  .... 

The  total  present  charge  on  the  Sinking 
Fund,  on  account  of  the  funded  debt, 
being  the  annual  sum  of     • 


$3,460,000 


4,200,000 


$7,660,000 


In  1818  the  fund  will  be  released  from  the  an- 
nual charge  of  $1,380,000,  accruing  upon  the  old 
six  per  cent,  stock,  as  the  stock  will  then  be  paid 
and  extinguished;  but  in  the  same  year  it  will 
be  subjected  to  a  charge  of  $3,000,000,  for  the  first 
instalment  of  the  principal  of  the  Louisiana  stock, 
which  will  then  become  payable.  In  each  of  the 
two  succeeding  years  a  similar  sum  will  be  pay- 
able ;  and,  in  the  year  1S21,  such  sum  will  be  pay- 
able as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  reim- 
bursement of  that  stock,  and  which  is  estimated 
at  $1,923,500. 

The  Sinking  Fund  is  also,  at  present,  charged 
with  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  act  of  the 
4th  of  March,  1814,  aod  of  prior  acts,  and  of  cer- 
tain temporary  loans  obtained  under  the  loan  acts 
of  1812.  and  of  subsequent  years.  The  several 
acts  charging  these  payments  on  the  Sinking 
Fund  have  directed  that  such  sums,  in  addition 
to  the  annual  appropriation  of  $8,000,000,  should 
be  taken  from  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  as  should  be  necessary  to 
meet  and  satisfy  the  demand.  The  temporary 
loans  and  Treasury  notes  will,  therefore,  be  prob- 
ably paid  or  absorbed  in  1817;  and  it  is  deemed 
unnecessary,  for  the  present  purpose,  to  include 
them  in  the  consideration  of  the  form  and  extent 
which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  the  Sinking  Fund 
in  that  year. 

In  1803,  when  the  Sinking  Fund  was  estab- 
lished on  Its  present  footing,  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  was  aboat  $86,000,000.  and  the  inter 
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est  iSiiUally  p«4abtS  upon  it  about  $4,500,000. 
At  th'Tittime  th4re  was  assigned  to  the  Sinking 
Fun(f.c^t  of  thi  public  revenue,  $8,000,000,  of 
whii;'''«»bout  $3^00,000  were  annually  applicable 
to  (jK-«''ductionv)f  the  principal  of  $86,000,000. 
Ai^jt  comnaincemeut  of 


the 


1817 


iDg^fJ  same  proportion  to  that  principal  which 
the  fKl>  assigned  in  1804  then  bore  to  the  princi- 
pal il^ould  ampunt  to  about  $4,350,000.  When 
itfciled,  therefore,  to  the  sum  of  $6,150,000, 


ele 


whijl,  jt|  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  inter 
est,  iiri(«?  wouidjbe  required  for  the  amount  now 
to  bf^i-j  apart,  io  constitute  the  Sinking  Fund, 
the.'ji^ipp^jf  $10.5<?0,000  per  annum.  It  is  proposed, 
hov'f'tie^  to  carjy  the  amount  only  to  the  sum  of 
SlOVvf'pOO,  whi:h  will  allow  about  $3,850,000 
as  ajij  liable  to'he  reduction  of  the  principal  of 
the^[l)«;  a  suai  sufficient,  if  strictly  and  regu- 
larly-lipplied  wjthout  interruption,  upon  a  com- 
poujiij^jrincipleito  pay  off  the  whole  of  the  fund- 
ed (iefrj  in  a  period  less  than  eighteen  years. 

l^fiii  these  giiounds.  then,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trejal^ry  respectfully  submits  the  following  prop- 

051lr'»J.: 

1 1^£  in  the  i^ear  1817,  and  annually  in  every 
suhserlient  year,  there  be  appropriated  the  sum  of 
82,0(4jO0.  in  acidition  to  the  sum  of  $8,000,000 
now  liipually  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
the  .cS  ffst  and  principal  of  the  public  debt ;  that 
th(j  p^inent  of  (his  additional  sum  be  made  out 
;iroceeds  i)f  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
the  sal^s  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  in- 
jiuties,  oH  from  either  of  them,  available 
^4  paymefjt  of  the  sums  for  which  they  are 
•.pectivelj'  pledged  or  appropriated;  and 
said  additional  sum  of  $2,000,n00  annu- 
ally L[lpayable  \p  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink- 
ing  ^iid,  to  bf'  applied  by  them  in  the  same 
martr»  as  the  moneys  which  they  are  now  en- 
titie'dWy  law  to  feceive ;  that  is  to  say,  1st,  to  the 
payiti^ii  of  the  interest  on  the  public  funded  debt ; 
Sodtyt^o  the  reinjibursement  of  the  principal,  from 
tim?  J4  time,  at  the  same,  or  any  portion  of  it, 
shall  ft^ome  rei^ibursable.  according  to  the  terms 
of  t^j^'^ntracts  by  which  it  has  been  created; 
andj  Mf^.  after  having  answered  these  purposes, 
if  i|i(*,|shall  re^iain  a  surplus  at  their  disposal, 
to  tfi^liirchase  M  such  parts  of  the  public  funded 
debt  rtThall  apj)€ar  to  them  to  be  most  for  the 
adv;tJ|)ifcre  of  tlje  United  States,  in  the  manner 
prf?!»cft,rd  by  l<<w.  and  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
the ^fil Value.    » 

3.    i'^^iosition  rylatin^  to  the  National  circulating 
t»f  '  medium. 

Tt;*  ilelicacyjof  this  subject  is  only  equalled  by 
its  ir|ib|nrtance. .  In  presenting  it,  therefore,  to  the 
coDsHsyation  (if  Congress,  there  is  occasion  for 
an  ifc^icit  reliance  upon  the  legislative  indul- 

Bf^he  Cons^tution  of  the  United  States,  Con- 


gress  is  expressly  vested  with  the  power  to  coin 
money,  to  regulate  the  value  of  the  domestic  and 
foreign  coins  in  circulation,  and,  as  a  necessary 
implication  from  positive  provisions,  to  emit  bills 
of  credit ;  while  it  is  declared  by  the  same  instru- 
ment, that  "no  State  shall  coin  money,  or  emit 
bills  of  credit."  Under  this  Constitutional  au- 
thority the  money  of  the  United  States  has  been 
established,  by  law.  consisting  of  coins  made  with 
gold,  silver,  or  copper.  All  foreign  gold  and  sil- 
ver coins,  at  specified  rates,  were  placed,  in  the 
first  instance,  upon  the  same  footing  with  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,  but  they  ceased  (with 
the  exception  of  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parts 
of  such  dollars)  to  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  and  demands  in  the  year  1809. 

The  Constitutional  authority  to  emit  bills  of 
credit  has  also  been  exercised  in  a  qualified  and 
limited  manner.  During  the  existence  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  cor- 
poration were  declared,  by  law,  to  be  receivable 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
Treasury  notes,  which  have  been  since  issued  for 
the  services  of  the  late  war,  have  been  endowed 
with  the  same  quality.  But  Congress  has  never 
recognised,  by  law,  the  notes  of  any  other  corpo- 
ration ;  nor  has  it  ever  authorized  an  issue  of  bills 
of  credit  to  serve  as  a  legal  currency.  The  ac- 
ceptance of  the  notes  of  banks,  which  are  not 
established  by  the  Federal  authority,  in  payments 
to  the  United  States,  has  been  properly  left  to  the 
vigilance  and  discretion  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment; while  the  circulation  of  the  Treasury  notes, 
employed  either  to  borrow  money,  or  to  discharge 
debts,  depends  entirely  (as  it  ought  to  depend) 
upon  the  option  of  the  lenders  and  creditors  to  re- 
ceive them. 

The  Constitutional  and  legal  foundation  of  the 
monetary  system  of  the  United  States  is  thus  dis- 
tinctly seen,  and  the  power  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  institute  and  regulate  it.  whether  the 
circulating  medium  consist  of  coin  or  of  bills  of 
credit,  must,  in  its  general  policy,  as  well  as  in 
the  terms  of  its  investment,  be  deemed  an  exclu- 
sive power.  It  is  true,  that  a  system  depending 
upon  the  agency  of  the  precious  metals  will  be 
affected  by  the  various  circumstances  which  di- 
minish their  quantity,  or  deteriorate  their  quality. 
The  coin  of  a  State  sometimes  vanishes  under  the 
influence  of  political  alarms;  sometimes  incon- 
sequence of  the  explosion  of  mercantile  specu- 
lations, and  sometimes  by  the  drain  of  an  unfa- 
vorable course  of  trade.  But  whenever  the  emer- 
gency occurs  that  demands  a  change  of  system, 
it  seems  necessarily  to  follow  thai  the  authority, 
which  was  alone  competent  to  establish  the  na- 
tional coin,  isalone  competent  to  create  a  national 
substitute.  It  has  happened,  however,  that  the 
coin  of  the  United  States  has  ceased  to  be  the 
circulating  medium  of  exchange,  and  that  no  sub- 
stitute has  hitherto  been  provided  by  the  national 
authority.  During  the  last  year  the  principal 
banks,  established  south  and  west  of  New  England, 
resolved  that  they  would  no  longer  issue  coin  in 
payment  of  their  notes,  or  of  the  drafts  of  their 
customers,  for  money  received  upon  deposite.   In 
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this  act  the  Gorernment  of  the  United  States  bad 
no  participation,  and  yet  the  immediate  effect  of 
the  act  was  to  supersede  the  only  legal  currency 
of  the  nation.  By  this  act,  although  no  State  can 
constitutionally  emit  bills  of  credit,  corporations, 
erected  by  the  several  States,  have  been  enabled 
to  circulate  a  paper  medium,  subject  to  many  of 
the  practical  inconveniences  of  the  prohibited 
bills  of  credit. 

It  IS  not  intended,  upon  this  occasion,  to  con- 
demn, generally,  the  suspension  of  [specie  pay- 
ments ;  for  appearances  indicated  an  approaching 
crisis,  which  would,  probably,  have  imposed  it  as 
a  measure  of  necessity,  if  it  had  not  been  adopted 
as  a  measure  of  precaution.  But  the  danger  which 
originally  induced,  and  perhaps  justified,  the  con- 
duct of  the  banks,  has  passed  nway,  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
must  be  ascribed  to  a  new  series  of  causes.  The 
public  credit  and  resources  are  no  longer  impaired 
by  the  doubts  and  agitations  excited  during  the 
war  by  the  practices  of  an  enemy,  or  by  the  in- 
roads of  an  illicit  commerce;  yet  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  is  still  prevented,  either  by 
the  reduced  state  of  the  national  slock  of  ihe  pre- 
cious metals,  or  by  the  apprehension  of  a  further 
reduction  to  meet  the  balances  of  foreign  trade, 
or  by  the  redundant  issues  of  bank  paper.  The 
probable  direction  and  duration  of  these  latter 
causes  constitute,  therefore,  the  existing  subject 
for  consideration.  While  they  continue  to  oper- 
ate, singly  or  combined,  the  authority  of  the  States 
individually,  or  the  agency  of  the  State  institu- 
tions, cannot  afford  a  remedy  commensurate  with 
the  evil;  and  a  recurrence  to  the  national  au- 
thority IS  indispensable  for  the  restoration  of  a 
national  currency. 

In  the  selection  of  the  means  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  important  object,  it  may  be  asked. 
1st.  Whether  it  be  practicable  to  renew  the  cir- 
culation of  tlie  gold  and  .'>ilver  coins  ?  2d.  Whe- 
ther the  Stale  banks  can  be  successfully  employ- 
ed to  furnish  a  uniform  currency  ?  3dly.  Whe- 
ther a  National  Bank  can  be  employed  more  ad- 
vantageously than  the  Stale  banks  for  the  same 
purpose?  And,  4thly.  Whether  the  Government 
can  Itself  supply  and  maintain  a  paper  medium 
of  exchange,  of  permanent  and  uniform  value 
throughout  the  United  Slates? 

1.  As  the  United  States  do  not  possess  mines 
of  gold  or  silver,  the  supply  of  those  metals  must, 
in  a  time  of  scarcity,  be  derived  from  foreign  com- 
merce. If  the  balance  of  foreign  commerce  be 
unfavorable,  the  supply  will  not  be  obtained  in- 
cidentally, as  in  the  case  of  the  returns  for  a  sur- 
plus of  American  exports,  bui  must  be  the  subject 
of  a  direct  purchase.  The  purchase  of  bullion  is, 
however,  a  common  operation  of  commerce,  and 
depends,  like  other  operations,  upon  the  induce- 
ments to  import  the  article. 

The  inducements  to  import  bullion  arise,  as  in 
other  cases,  from  its  being  cheap  abroad,  or  from 
its  being  dear  at  home.  Noiiwithsianding  the 
commotions  in  South  America,  as  well  as  in  Eu- 
rope, there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  quan- 
tity of  the  precious  metals  is  now  (more  than  at 


any  former  period)  insufficient  for  the  demand 
throughout  the  commercial  and  civilized  world. 
The  price  may  be  higher  in  some  countries  than 
in  others;  and  it  may  be  different  in  the  same 
country,  at  different  times;  but,  generally,  the 
European  stock  of  gold  and  silver  has  been  abund- 
ant, even  during  the  protracted  war  which  has 
afflicted  the  nations  of  Europe. 

The  purchaseof  bullion  in  foreign  markets  upon 
reasonable  terms  is  then  deemed  practicable,  nor 
can  its  importation  into  the  United  States  fail  even- 
tually to  be  profitable.  The  actual  price  of  gold 
and  silver  in  the  American  market  would  in  itself 
afford  for  some  time  an  ample  premium,  although 
the  fall  in  the  price  must  of  course  be  proportion- 
ale  to  the  increase  of  the  quantity.  But  it  is  within 
the  scope  of  a  wise  policy  to  create  additional 
demands  for  coin,  and  in  that  way  to  multiply  the 
inducements  to  import  and  retain  the  metals  of 
which  it  is  composed.  For  instance,  the  exces- 
sive issue  of  bank  paper  has  usurped  the  place  of 
the  national  money,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances gold  and  silver  will  always  continue  to 
be  treated  as  an  article  of  merchandise;  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  issue  of  bank  paper  will  be  soon 
reduced  to  its  just  share  in  the  circulating  medi- 
um of  the  country,  and  consequently  that  the 
com  of  the  United  Slates  will  resume  its  legiti- 
mate capacity  and  character.  Again,  the  Treas- 
ury, yieUling  from  necessity  to  the  general  im- 
pulse, has  hiiherio  consented  to  receive  bank  paper 
in  the  payment  of  duties  and  taxes ;  but  the  period 
approaches  when  it  will  probably  become  a  duty 
to  exact  the  payment  either  in  Treasury  notes,  or 
in  gold  and  silver  coin — the  lawful  money  of  the 
United  Slates.  Again,  the  institutions  which 
shall  be  deemed  proper,  in  order  to  remove  exist- 
ing inconveniences,  and  to  restore  the  national 
currency,  may  be  so  organized  as  to  engage  the 
interest  and  enterprise  of  individuals  in  provid- 
ing the  means  to  establish  them.  And.  finally, 
such  regulations  may  be  imposed  upon  the  export- 
ation of  gold  and  silver  as  will  serve  in  future  to 
fix  and  retain  the  quantity  required  for  domestic 
uses. 

But  it  is  further  believed  that  the  national 
slock  of  the  precious  metals  is  not  so  reduced  as 
to  render  the  operation  of  reinstating  their  agency 
in  the  national  currency  either  difficult  or  pro- 
tracted. The  quantity  actually  possessed  by  the 
country  is  considerable;  and  the  resuscitation  of 
the  public  confidence  in  bank  paper,  or  in  other 
substitutes  for  coin,  seems  alone  to  be  wanting  to 
render  it  equal  to  the  accustomed  contribution 
for  a  circulating  medium.  In  other  countries, as 
well  as  in  the  United  Stales,  the  effect  of  an 
excessive  issue  of  paper  money,  to  banish  the  pre- 
cious metals,  has  been  seen  ;  and,  under  circum- 
stances much  more  disadvantageous  than  the 
present,  the  effect  of  public  confidence  in  national 
institutions,  to  call  the  precious  metals  to  their 
uses  in  exchange,  has  also  been  experienced. 

Even,  however,  if  it  were  practicable,  it  has 
sometimes  been  questioned  whether  it  would  be 
politic  again  to  employ  gold  and  silver  for  the 
purposes  o{  a  national  currency.    It  was  long  and 
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untv^r^all^  supposed  that,  to  maiDtain  a  paper 
me;Jwi!ii  withont  depreciation,  the  certainty  of 
bcijiff  ;|ble  to  ccjnvert  it  into  coin  was  indispensa- 
blej-fj^  can  thJ  experiment  which  has  given  rise 
to  a'!'4Dtrary  Joctrine  be  deemed  complete  or 
copcjij^ive.  Bi*t,  whatever  may  be  the  i'isue  of 
thai  :».xperimenit  elsewhere,  a  difference  in  the 
strucjaje  of  ihi  Government,  in  the  physical  as 
weU^-^ihe  poliiical  situation  of  the  country,  and 
in  ,lfifarious  flepariments  of  industry,  seem  to 
der»r»*'«  it  of  any  important  influence,  as  a  prece- 
deijl''f:/jr  the  imitation  of  tl»e  United  States. 

I*ii9l|ering  tfiese  general  remarks  to  the  con- 
sid^rilipn  of  Congress  it  is  not  intended  to  con- 
Tey'sljopinion  that  the  circulation  of  the  gold 
aD(^ii|ier  coins.can  at  once  be  renewed.  Upon 
mo'iVt}  of  public  convenience  the  gradual  at- 
taiijiBj'At  of  tha;t  object  is  alone  contemplated  ; 
but'ii'icrong,  though  respectful,  solicitude  is  felt 
thaf  •ijhr*  measi^fes  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
sho|]fJ jinvariabiy  tend  to  its  attainment. 

2*lj:(/f  the  services  rendered  to  the  Govern- 
me^i)V  some  (»f  the  State  banks  during  the  late 
wa*^;  Ad  of  t^e  liberality  by  which  some  of 
theiir  Je  actuj^ted  in  their  intercourse  with  the 
Tr(;^a;y,  justice  requires  an  explicit  acknowl- 
edgnjrit.  It  i]  a  fact,  however,  incontestably 
proftfj  Ij  that  t^ose  institutions  cannot,  at  this 
tin»f*  'j^  successfully  employed  to  furnish  a  uni- 
forun  |i.;tional  cjirrency.  The  failure  of  one  at- 
tenijjS  ^0  associate  them  with  that  view  has 
alr^oi^'  been  sifted.  Another  attempt,  by  their 
agejic¥^  in  circlilating  Treasury  note.i,  to  over- 
on9'|?:e  inequalities  of  the  exchange,  has  only 


Government  from  the  present  embarrassments. 
Authorized  to  issue  notes,  which  will  be  received 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  States,  the  circula- 
tion of  its  issues  will  be  co-extensive  with  the 
Union,  and  there  will  exist  a  constant  demand, 
bearing  a  just  proportion  to  the  annual  amount 
of  the  duties  and  taxes  to  be  collected, independ- 
ent of  the  general  circulation  for  commercial  and 
social  purposes.  A  National  Bank  will,  there- 
fore, po.ssess  the  means  and  the  opportunity  of 
supplying  a  circulating  medium  of  equal  use  and 
value  in  every  State,  and  in  every  district  of 
every  Slate.  Established  by  the  authority  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  accredited  by 
the  Government  to  the  whole  amount  of  it>  notes 
in  circulation,  and  intrusted  as  the  depository  of 
the  Government  with  all  the  accumulations  of 
the  public  treasure,  the  National  Bank,  independ- 
ent of  its  immediate  capital,  will  enjoy  every 
recommendation  which  can  merit  and  secure  the 
confidence  of  the  public.  Organized  upon  prin- 
ciples of  responsibility,  but  of  independence,  the 
National  Bank  will  be  retained  within  its  legiti- 
mate sphere  of  action,  without  just  apprehension 
from  the  misconduct  of  its  directors,  or  from  the 
encroachments  of  the  Government.  Eminent  in 
its  resources,  and  in  its  example,  the  National 
Bank  will  conciliate,  aid,  and  lead,  ihe  State 
banks  in  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  restoration 
of  credit,  public  and  private.  And  acting  upon 
a  compound  capital,  partly  of  stock,  and  partly 
of  gold  and  silver,  the  National  Bank  will  be  the 
ready  instrument   to  enhance   the   value  of  the 

corft"|?!e  inequ^iiiies  oi  ine  excnange,  iias  oniy     public   securities,  and  to  restore  the  currency  of 

beejj  Jjriially  ^ccessful.     And   a  plan  recently  ■  the  national  coin. 

proj»c£"<i,  with  ^e  design  to  curtail  the  issues  of  i      4ih.  The  power  of  the  Government  to  supply 

bar^  Jii'es,  to  jfix  the    public  confidence  in  the    and  maintain  a  paper  medium  of  exchange  will 

not  be  questioned  ;  but,  for  the  introduction  of 
that  medium,  there  must  be  an  adequate  motive. 
The  sole  motive  for  issuing  Treasury  notes  has, 
hitherto,  been  to   raise  money   in  anticipation  of 


tio|  if  .the  baniis. 

resjri*:ions   of  tor 

rclaij'i  and  defjen 

itajir'jand  even; 

nd  iLf  duty  \ir 

ot^Oif|«e  they  ow 


11^^  jio'es,  to  jnx  tne  pu 
adt>it|i»tration  if  the  affairs  of  the  banks,  and  to 
givp  lit  each  baiik  a  legitimate  share  in  the  cir- 
eullilif  li,  is  not  |ikely  to  receive  the  general  sanc- 
.;_.:  f  .L-  L-_i.--  'pijg  truth  is,  that  the  charter 
)me  of  the  banks,  the  mutual 
idence  of  the  banks  of  the  same 
Stajiqaod  even;  of  the  banks  of  different  States, 
and  tilt-  duty  \irhich  the  directors  of  each  bank 
to  their  immediate  cunstitu- 
ent|>^^IE^on  poir^ts  of  security  or  emolument,  in- 
terho^'.an  insuperable  obstacle  to  any  voluntary 
arr^tij.  ment,  ufon  national  considerations  alone, 
for'Uq  establishment  of  a  national  medium 
thrru 'i  the  aaency  of  the  State  banks.  It  is, 
nefy^eless,  wjth  the  State  banks  that  the  mea- 
sur>r-JV*r  resiorftig  the  national  currency  of  gold 
any^tlier  mus^  originate;  for,  until  their  issues 
of  (^i^r  be  recluced,  thtir  specie  capital*  be  re- 
insjitl^.  and  iheir  specie  operations  be  com- 
mejiMJ,  there  fill  be  neither  room,  nor  employ- 
me^j'rjor  safei.,  for  the  introduction  of  the  pre- 
cioii»  petals.  JThe  policy  and  the  interest  of  the 
Sl?i;;r,anks  myist,  therefore,  be  engaged  in  the 
greal  tiscal  W'^rk,  by  all  the  means  which  the 
Trvii-^>jy  can  ^mploy,  or  the  legislative  wisdom 
sh^lj  v)to\  ide.    : 

^cj-i.The  estal)lishment  of  a  National   Bank  is 

ir^a^ri^d  as  tht'  best,  and,  perhaps,  the  only  ade- 


re 


quajij  resource'  to  relieve  the   country  and  the 


the  revenue.  The  revenue,  however,  will  proba- 
bly become,  in  the  course  of  the  year  1816  and 
continue  afterwards,  sufficient  to  discharge  all  the 
debts,  and  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and,  consequently,  there  will  exist  no 
motive  to  issue  the  paper  of  the  Government  as 
an  instrument  of  credit. 

It  will  not  be  deemed  an  adequate  object  for  an 
issue  of  the  paper  of  the  Government,  merely 
that  it  may  be  exchanged  fur  the  paper  of  the 
banks,  kince  the  Treasury  will  be  abundantly 
supplied  with  bank  paper  by  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  ;  and  the  Government  cannot  be  expected 
to  render  itself  a  general  debtor,  in  order  to  be- 
come the  special  creditor  of  the  Slate  banks. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Government  with  the 
National  Bank,  in  the  introduction  of  a  national 
currency,  may,  however,  be  advantageously  era- 
ployed  by  issues  of  Treasury  notes,  so  long  as 
they  shall  be  required  for  the  public  service. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  state  of  the  national  cur- 
rency, and  other  important  considerations  con- 
nected with  the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  ren- 
der it  a  duty  respectfully  to  propose — 

That  a  National  Bank   be  established  at  the 
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city  of  Philadelphia,  having  power  to  erect 
branches  elsewhere,  and  that  the  capital  of  the 
bank  (being  of  a  competent  amount)  consist  of 
three-fourths  of  the  public  stock,  and  one-fourth 
of  gold  and  silver. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[The  tabular  statements  accompanying  the  re- 
port being  voluminous,  are  necessarily  omitted.] 


PROHIBITION    OF   THE    IMPORT.\TION    OF 
CO.^RSE  COTTON   FABRICS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  13,  1815.] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled  : 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  concerned  in  the  manufacturing  of 
cotton  fabrics,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others 
interested  in  similar  establishments,  respectfully 
showeih  :  That,  during  the  late  season  of  domestic 
pre$surp,arising  in  a  measurefrom  the  interruption 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country,  your  pe- 
titioners, together  with  numerous  others,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  undertook,  and  after  a  con- 
siderable expenditure  of  money  and  of  labor, 
have  at  length  partially  succeeded  in  the  erect- 
ing and  putting  into  operation  extensive  works 
employed  in  the  manufacturing  of  cotton  goods. 
That  large  sums  of  money  have  been  expended 
by  your  petitioners  and  others  upon  these  objects. 
That,  by  means  of  these  exertions,  and  of  the 
commodities  furnislied  from  these  sources,  the 
pressure  of  the  late  war  upon  the  great  body 
of  the  community  was  considerably  alleviated. 
That,  from  the  difficulties  inseparable  from  the 
establishment  of  new  branches  of  manufacture  ; 
the  scarcity  of  persons  properly  qualified  lo  super- 
intend their  operation  ;  the  enormous  compen- 
sation demanded  by  those  whose  skill  and  expe- 
rience were  requisite,  and  the  high  price  of  labor 
throughout  the  country,  your  petitioners  have 
not  as  yet  been  remunerated  for  the  heavy  ex- 
penses which  they  have  incurred,  while  the  pros- 
pect which  IS  just  opening  of  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted importation  of  the  same  articles  of  foreign 
manufacture,  threaten  to  deprive  them  of  every 
expectation  of  a  reasonable  profit,  and,  at  one 
blow,  to  crush  the  establishments  themselves, 
and  to  sink  the  capital  which  has  been  invested 
in  them. 

Your  petitioners,  under  these  circumstances  of 
impending  ruin,  respectfully  entreat  the  inter- 
position of  your  honorable  bodies,  to  preserve 
them  and  ihe  country  from  these  disastrous  and 
fatal  results  ;  and  more  particularly  is  it  the  wish 
of  your  peiitioners  to  suggest  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  effecting  this  desirable  object  by 
imposing  an  absolute  or  virtual  prohibition  upon 
the  importation  of  foreign  cotton  fabrics  of  a 
coarse  texture. 


Your  petitioners  will  not  at  this  moment  ven- 
ture to  encroach  upon  the  time  of  your  honorable 
bodies  by  entering  into  a  minute  and  elaborate 
argument  to  substantiate  their  claims  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Government,  or  to  prove  the  proposed  mea- 
sure reconcilable  with  the  permanent  and  solid 
interests  of  the  community  at  large  ;  but  they 
beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  submit  a  few  prominent 
facts  and  leading  arguments  bearing  upon  the 
question  : 

The  establishments  for  the  manufacturing  of 
various  articles  of  cotton,  which  have  already 
been  erected  in  the  United  States,  are  at  this  mo- 
ment extensive,  and  capable  of  affording  a  sup- 
ply nearly  or  quite  commensurate  with  the  de- 
mand for  domestic  consumption. 

They  have  afforded  the  means  of  employment 
to  thousands  of  poor  women  and  children,  for 
whom  the  ordinary  business  of  agriculture  sup- 
plies no  opportunities  for  earning  a  livelihooJ, 
educating  them  in  habits  of  honest  industry,  and 
giving  additional  encouragement  to  labor  and  to 
population. 

They  have  also  supplied  at  moderate  prices 
the  necessary  demands  of  the  country  and  the 
Government,  during  the  recent  interruption  of 
our  foreign  trade. 

They  have  assisted  the  Southern  agricultu- 
rist by  the  consumption  of  some  portion  of  that 
superfluous  produce  which  was  deprived  of  its 
ordinary  vent  in  the  demands  of  foreign  nations. 

The  articles  which  your  petitioners  humbly 
suggest  may  be  subjected  to  large  additional  du- 
ties, or  an  absolute  prohibition,  are  chiefly  the 
production  of  countries  lying  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

They  are  manufactured  in  a  large  proportion 
of  cotton  of  foreign  growth,  and  thus  interfere 
with  and  discourage  a  primary  object  of  our  own 
agriculture. 

They  are  not  paid  for  with  articles  of  domestic 
production,  but  occasion  a  continual  and  wasteful 
drain  of  specie  of  the  country. 

They  are  made  of  a  very  inferior  material,  and 
are  manufactured  in  a  manner  which  make  them 
a  mere  deception  on  the  consumer.  Nearly  all 
Europe  have  legislated  against  them;  several  of 
which  nations  have  not  a  single  spindle  in  their 
dominions,  but  on  the  grounds  of  their  little  real 
usefulness,  and  as  sapping  the  industry  of  the 
country  ;  and  by  thus  prohibiting  or  restricting 
their  introduction,  urge  the  people  to  seek  a  bet- 
ter substitute. 

They  pay  an  ad  valorem,  duty,  and  add  but  a 
small  amount  to  the  resources  of  the  Treasury. 

They  afford  employment  to  but  a  few  tons  of 
our  shipping,  and  will,  in  all  probability,  be  here- 
after introduced  in  the  ships,  or  through  the  me- 
dium of  a  rival  nation.* 
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£  t^rjMut 


by  admitting  those  goods  that  England  will 


not  jJ\(^seJ/  adiiiit  lor  honae  consumpiioo,  that 
we  kHi^ourage  ijer  to  make  conquests  in  India,  by 
lhusi*'iking  thj-ra  valuable  to  her. 

Ti*|r  free  iiitroduclioD  will  prove  the  neces- 
8a.Ty|*5in  of  Jar  own  establishnnents,  and  the 
toiailJ-<ss  of  ih'-  immense  capital  now  invested 
in  thgu.  ; 

Ycjr  petitioriers  are  aware  that  the  measures 
whi(l,  ihey  havj-  respectfully  suggested  may  seem 
to  mutate  agai.ist  one  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples M  political  economy,  as  laid  down  by  the 
abJe^»»  writers  e»n  the  subject,  viz:  that  trade 
as  far  i^  practicable,  be  left  free  and  un- 
nred  ;  and  that  heavy  imposts  or  prohibitions 
oreign  cvmmoduies,  with  a  view  of  en- 
ijog  their'domestic  production,  are  usually 
i  to  the  general  interests  of  the  commun- 
„(j  produ(((ive  of  injurious   results.     Your 

the  soundness  of 


|ic^ducea  if  practice,  numerous  and  import 
aiit  t*^  Vptions  J^rom  its  literal  import,  and  always 
depefccnt  uponjiwo  bases  essential  to  its  accuracy, 
aoid  \^iich,  frortj  the  operation  of  human  passions, 
can  TM*\y  be  calculated  upon.  First,  that  the  rule 
is  uiH^trsally  a^iopled  and  acted  upon  as  a  princi- 
ple o«|jjolicy,  rtyulating  the  practice  of  all  those 
foreif^-nationsjwith  whom  we  have  commercial 
dealii.''!:.  Seccjidly.  that  the  freedom  of  com- 
in#r<»fi)all  nev<*r  be  interrupted  by  a  recurrence  to 
hostiWfcs.orenAiarrassed  by  the  watchful  jealousy 
of  foj|[gn  riv»;s.  Unle.ss  these  circumstances 
fortjjyfely  concur,  it  will  not  unfrequenily  hap- 
pen tjijij  the  str  "  ~  ' 
rule  f^tll  opera 


priiv:^^  upon 
IS  df^fced  to 
\VjlfMheje 


ot  adherence  to  the  letter  of  the 
e  as  a  manifest  violation  of  the 
uhich  it  is  founded,  and  which  it 
e:  press, 
uusy,  the  policy,  or  the  ignorance, 
of  cA**,' nation.**  have  occasioned  the  adoption  of 
."tpeciy  excepticins  among  themselves,  the  equal 
regar  f  to  every'branch  of  industry  which  it  was 
the  i|A?ntion  oi»  the  doctrine  to  preserve  unim- 
paii^i^  >s  well  igs  a  wise  regard  to  our  own  inier- 
est'i^  U'U  frequeiiily  require  that  these  partial  and 
injiirj|.js  aberrajions  should  be  met  and  counter- 
aci^d|;^l}y  correrf)onding  deviations  on  our  part 
fr&iTilXj  origina;  strictness.  If,  in  order  to  obtain 
rve  a  Permanent  monopoly  of  certain 
of  traJe,  one  nation  vexes  and  harasses 


jval  thai  can  interfere  with  this  favorite 
[f<r  policy  {the  ordinary  dictates  of  prudence 

.  H i 

Six  Olijdred  toils,  at  the  large  allowance  of  four 
oubtC  to  the  yt|-d,  will  make  about  five  million  of 
ya.d«y  ;^t  an  avlrage  sale  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
yard,  •,  $l,200,o}>0;  thus  one  single  ship,  and  she  a 
forei^^^hip,  dra^a  from  the  stock  of  industry  of  the 
L'nitf,.'  fr<tate.s  $ ?,200,000  that  might  have  remained 
*iill  j?e;common*stock  of  industry  of  the  country ,  and 
litrr^fc  k)ut  out  ivt  compound  interest  for  the  benefit 
of  >ljt^i,«intry  gei|erally  :  whereaait  will  now  be  drawn 
f'ODi  ^f), never  a|ain  to  appear,  and  our  own  poor 
woipjF  -^nd  children,  not  capable  otherwise  of  earning 
^«vij  .ing,  thrtiwn  back   upon  the  community  for 

i« 
I- 

P  I 


would  require  that  tbesie  attempts  should  be  re- 
sisted, and  their  injurious  consequences  to  our- 
selves be  averted.  It  is  an  undisputed  fact,  that 
every  nation  with  whom  the  United  States  have 
or  can  expect  to  have  commercial  intercourse 
have  studiously  sought  by  artificial  means  to  se- 
cure some  peculiar  advaniage,  or  to  guard  against 
some  apprehended  evil,  by  occasionally  favoring 
certain  branches  of  commerce  and  certain  articles 
of  manufacture.  Recently  there  has  appeared 
no  disposition  among  them  to  adopt  more  liberal 
principles  of  policy.  The  Prince  of  Orange,  the 
intimate  ally  of  England,  without  a  spindle  in  his 
dominions,  has,  since  the  peace  in  Europe,  prohib- 
ited the  importation  of  cotton  twist  and  tht-  coarser 
cotton  goods ;  all  cotton  goods  that  shall  not  have 
cost  thirty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  all  cotton 
colored  goods  that  shall  not  have  cost  thirty-six 
cents  per  square  yard.  France  has.  more  than 
six  years  since,  prohibited  all  cotton  yarn  and  all 
cotton  goods  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
England  does  not  admit  an  article  for  home  use 
that  has  the  appearance  of  being  manufactured, 
but  gives  a  bounty  to  the  exnorter  of  her  own 
manufactured  cottons.  VVhether  tlieir  example 
may  be  adduced  as  a  proof  that  the  results  of  ex- 
perience sometimes  militate  against  the  deduc- 
tions of  speculative  theory,  or  whether  the  United 
States  are  not  required,  by  a  wise  attention  to 
their  own  interests,  to  provide  against  the  incon- 
veniences to  whichi  they  have  thus  been  subjected 
by  the  policy  of  other  nations,  your  petitioners 
would  humbly  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
your  honorable  bodie?. 

The  frequent  interruptions  lo  which  even  the 
freest  commerce   is   exposed  opens  a  still  more 
fruitful  source  of  argument  in  favor  of  your  peti- 
tioners.    While   nations  are    subjected    to   have 
their  foreign  trade  embarrassed  or  impeded  in  its 
operations  by  the  hostile  aggressions  of  those  over 
whose  measures  they  have  no  control,  it  would 
deserve    another    name    than    philosophical   wis- 
dom to  permit  an  adherence  to  a  technical   rule 
of  theoretical  politics  to  interfere  with,  or  prevent 
a  watchful  attention  to  their  own   vital  interests. 
The  evident  tendency  of  an  unrestrained  trade  is 
to  create  a  mutual  and  equal  dependency  among 
nations,  and  to  preserve  among  them  the  relations 
of  peace  by  withdrawing  from  all  every  induce- 
ment to  war.     So  far  as  one  country  receives  the 
superfluous  productions  which  minister  to  its  ar- 
tificial wants  or  luxurious  habits  from  another,  this 
effect  will  be  produced,  and  the  dependence  that  is 
created  must  be  reciprocal.     But  when  we  rely 
upon  a  foreign  market  for  commodities  of  univer- 
sal and  necessary  consumption,  we  receive  only 
the  superfluous  productions  which  they  can  spare, 
and  subject  ourselves  to  an  absolute  dependence 
upon  their  caprices  or  passions,  in  which  we  may 
be  compelled  to  submit  to  indignity  and  oppres- 
sion, or  to  draw  upon  ourselves  the  most  grievous 
sufl^erings.  and,  perhaps,   utter  ruin, •by  resisting 
their  ungenerous  and  galling  outrages.     Every 
nation,   therefore,   whose   government  has    been 
administered    with   sagacity    and    wisdom,   and 
whose  natural  resources  did  not  interpose  insur- 
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mountable  barriers  to  the  attempt,  has  lab)red, 
unremittingly,  to  place  those  objects  upon  which 
they  depended  for  subsistence  or  defence  beyond 
the  reach  of  accident  or  war,  by  encouraging  their 
domestic  production  at  every  expense,  and  at 
every  sacrifice. 

Your   petitioner^   would    respectfully    submit 
that  the  domestic  manufacture  of  cotton  goods 


honorable  bodies  that  it  would  be  the  obvious  in- 
terest of  the  European  nations,  and  consistent 
with  those  maxims  of  policy  by  which  their  mea- 
sures have  ever  been  guided,  and  to  which  they 
are  at  this  moment  giving  additional  efficacy,  to 
crush  the  infant,  and  as  yet  immature,  establish- 
ments in  this  country,  which  threaten'  at  no  dis- 
,  ..    ,  .  -  I  '*°'   period  of  time  to  interfere  with  their  own 

comes  within  this  last  mentioned  exception  in  two    profits,  and  to  place  us  above  a  dependence  which 
ways.     The  cultivation  of  this  article,  as  a  pro-  |  it  has  ever  been  their  anxious  wish  ti 
duct  of  agriculture 


is  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance to  a  large  and  wealthy  section  of  the 
country;  and  the  consumption  of  the  coarser 
cotton  fabrics  extends  so  equally  and  universally, 
as  to  include  every  family  within  the  territories 
of  the  United  States.  Unless  the  domestic  man- 
ufacturing establishments  can  aff'ord  a  partial 
vent  for  the  preductions  of  the  Southern  agricul- 
turist, and  afford  an  adequate  supply  for  the  ex- 
tensive demands  of  a  population  of  eight  millions 
of  people,  any  sudden  interruption  of  our  foreign 
commerce  must  be  productive  of  the  most  disas- 
trous consequences  to  all  the  growers  and  all  the 
consumers  of  the  article  in  question  ;  and  should 
this  interruption  prove  permanent,  or  even  be 
protracted  to  a  period  not  exceeding  the  ordinary 
continuance  of  modern  wars,  may  eventuate  in 
the  utter  ruin  of  many,  and  the  extreme  distress 
ol  all.  The  growers  of  cotton  must  lose,  or 
change  their  crops;  the  consumers  must  pay 
enormous  prices  for  articles  of  daily  and  uni- 
versal use,  or  have  recourse  to  those  wretched 
expedients,  the  use  of  which  is  ever  generated  by 
necessity. 

Nor  will  these  evils  be  prevented,  or  even  in 


to  extend  and 
strengthen.  By  pouring  in  upon  us.  during  the 
present  year,  a  flood  of  goods,  at  reduced  prices, 
this  result  would  in  all  probability,  be  accom- 
plished, and  there  is  too  much  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  their  respective  Governments  would 
shrink  from  no  pecuniary  assistance  to  farther 
the  mercenary  views  of  individual  cupidity.  If 
these  rivals  be  once  crushed  to  the  earth,  even  by 
a  large  temporary  tacrifice.  it  will  be  in  their 
power  effectually  to  prevent  their  second  growth, 
and  thus  to  hold  a  complete  control  over  our  con- 
sumers and  our  planters,  by  regulating,  according 
to  their  own  discretion,  the  price  of  the  raw  pro*^ 
duction  and  the  manufactured  commodity  in  our 
markets,  and  thus  to  perpetuate  a  dependence 
which  their  monopolizing  predilections  are  but 
too  prone  to  abuse  to  our  detriment. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  respectfully 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable 
bodies,  that,  at  this  period  of  general  pacification 
throughout  Europe,  every  nation  will  become  the 
carrier  of  its  own  articles  of  production  and  con- 
sumption ;  that  a  large  portion  of  our  accustomed 
commerce  must  necessarily  perish,  and  the  means 
of  discharging    the    enormous  balance    in  favor 


*"7m°?!!!^^?^'^  degree  alleviaied,J)y  domestic  j  of  England  will  soon  be  exhausted  by  a  total  drain 
r  -.1  I  Qj- Qjjj  specie  from  the  country,  already  at  a  pre- 
mium of  fifteen  per  cent.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  encouragement  of  the  domestic  manu- 
factures of  the  coarser  goods  would  tend  much  to 
prevent  the  embarrassments  likely  to  ensue  from 
this  aspect  of  affairs,  and  to  relieve  the  country 
from  these  threatening  evils. 

The  manufacturing  establishments  in  this  coun- 
try have  now  attained  a  degree  of  importance,  and 
embrace  so  great  a  variety  of  interests,  as  to  en- 
title them  to  some  portion  of  the  liberal  patronage 
of  Government.      Commerce,    agriculture,    and 
manufactures,  have  become  intimately  connected, 
and,  if  duly  and  proportionably  encouraged,  will 
mutually   assist  and  support   each   other.     The 
natural  advantages  of  the  country  have  opened  to 
its  citizens  a  broad  and  even  road  to  prosperity 
and  greatness.     To  harmonize  the  various  inter- 
ests of  the  whole,  and  to  complete  the  great  circle 
of  national  grandeur,  manufactories  are  essentially 
necessary.     The  advantageous  sites  for  the  erec- 
tion of  suitable  works  which  every  district  sup- 
plies, render  it  emphatically  an  object  of  national 
importance  ;  by  the  purity  of  manners,  and  the 
intelligence   which  eminently   characterize   our 
citizens  ;  the  wholesome  jealousy  with  which  all 
monopolizing  institutions  are  regarded,  and  the 
salutary  superintendence  of  a  vigilant  and  impar- 
tial administration  of  the  laws,  promise  to  secure 
us  for  ages  against  those  t  vils  of  which  politicians 


establishments  in  a  season  of  calamity,  created 
for  the  emergency,  and  perishing  with  the  cir- 
cumstances, which  gave  them  birth.  Manufac- 
tories are  erected  at  an  enormous  expense  of 
capital  ;  and  lime,  industry,  and  experience  are 
required  for  their  effectual  operation.  The  ephe- 
meral attempts  to  which  a  severe  pressure  would 
give  rise  must  be  of  uncertain  duration  ;  and 
monstrous  as  well  as  immediate  profits  will  be 
wrung  from  the  distress  of  others,  to  afford  some 
remuneration  for  the  risk  that  has  been  incurred. 
Articles  of  necessary  consumption  will  be  sub- 
jected to  the  most  enormous  variations  in  their 
price,  and  extravagant  and  casual  profits  will 
take  the  place  of  the  moderate  and  reasonable 
returns  of  a  safe  and  certain  trade. 

Your  petitioners  would  respectfully  submit  that 
the  injurious  consequences  which  they  have  thus 
briefly  sketched,  can  be  effectually  provided 
against,  only  by  a  liberal  encouragement  of  the 
domestic  manut'actures,  by  an  absolute  or  virtual 
prohibition,  during  a  period  of  peace,  of  foreign 
commodities  of  the  same  description  ;  and  they 
would  beg  leave  further  to  suggest  that  the  pre- 
sent season  affords  a  happy  opportunity  for  the 
interposition  of  Congress  to  prevent  these  evils, 
and  to  protect  those  whose  individual  and  unas- 
sisted exertions  have  hitherto  tended  to  avert  or 
alleviate  them. 

It  cannot  bare  escaped  the  attention  of  your 
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i  have  considered  ihera   to  be  pro- 


dpijijre 

(Jur  petitJoDers  would   beg  leave   to  call  the 

biion   of  jour   hooorable   bodies   to  some  of 

iDteresii  which  would  be  protected  by  the 

>{iTe  propised,  and  lo  someof  the  consequences 

jliich  ii  vould  be  productive. 


the  Government  of  the  United  States  towards 
domestic  manufactures,  your  petitioners  have,  at 
a  great  expense  of  money  and  labor,  erected  and 
put  into  operation  extensive  works  for  manufac- 
turing cotton  goods.  Most  of  the  establishments 
for  this  object  have  been  completed  within  a  few 

1  ,  -, years,  and.  owing  to  the  numerous  and  unavoid- 

[hse  growrfs  of  cotton  would  be  presented  with  j  able  difficulties  always  attendant  on  the  introduc- 

In-venieni  ^market  for  a  large  portion  of  their    lion  of  new  branches  of  business  and  the  embar- 

iice,  not  jijbject  to  the  fluctuations  of  political    rassments  arising  from  the  situation  of  the  foreign 

IS,  nor  Q^ntrolkd  by  the  cupidity  of  foreign  ;  relations  of  the   country,   the   proprietors   have. 

hitherto,  ' 


tfaTcfs, ceria^y  in  its  demand, and  enlarging  with 
l^^ipcf easily  consumption  and  abilities  of  the 
cKijry.         ;{ 

51»«  constijners  would  be  assured  of  a  never- 
f;  iop^  supply^  of  well-wrought  fabrics,  daily  im- 
pijx*,<ig  in  qi^lity  and  diminishing  in  price,  and 
u  liP'jCted  bj.^  the  interference,  the  jealousy,  or 
V  f\ii)su\uy  .|f  foreign  nations. 

^iie  counti^  would  preserve  the  whole  amount 
ofinjital  alrfidy  invebted  in  these  establishments, 
bf  J>.5  longer  jubjected  to  the  uncertainties  of  for- 
^ISlM  V*'^^ '^^'v  an  important  article  of  necessary 
c^siimption' enlarge  and  increase  the  objects  of 
iiij(iil.sjry,  afloiding  new  encouragements  to  her 
^itj"'*"""  ^"^"^  emigration  to  our  country  of  for- 
ej^  trusts.  a*d  relieve  herself  from  the  pressure 
ojTKtrious   l^ilance  against  her   in   her  foreign 

''i|jj  the  G*vernment  would  be  secured  the 
n|e|.^iK  of  cloiiing  its  troops  under  every  emerg- 
ei^yf.  and  a  njw,  certain,  productive, and  increas- 
'f^^ource  of  teveoue  during  a  season  of  war. 

iXf^P  internil  and  coabiing  trade,  and  the  com- 
nii^ifation  b'^lween  the  different  and  remote  sec- 
lifiijpf  the  c'juntry  would  be  substituted  for  an 
ii|c^iii|>iderabl«T  and  injurious  branch  of  foreign 
ciiiiuerce,  harmonizing  their  conflicting  and 
j?f»H,jg  iniert^ts,  and  strengthening  the  bonds  of 
n^^ri»i»l  depeii'|lance. 

^yjl-ese  coojiderations  your  petitioners  would 
bjljltave  to  ^ress  upon  the  serious  attention  of 
yfijltonorabje  bodies  in  support  of  the  measure 
ilinajiave  pi^posed,  relying  implicitly  upon  the 
pivjotism  an|^  wisdom  of  Congress  for  the  adop- 
lij)».lf  some  Aieans  of  relief  and  encouragement. 

•;Aj,^  your  Jpeiitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will 
e.fr^ray,  «Xtci 

\i'  »       JOl^N  R.  WATROUS,  and  others. 
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[^(.4)inQnicat«^  to  the  Senate,  December  22,  1815.] 
Tfo^^  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Revre- 
^"iiifiiativea  <f  the  United  States  of  America  in 
K.^i^STess  assembled: 

y^^f  petition  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the 
lirit(jd  Siate.H.  being  a  committee  appointed  by, 
aBJ:;y;ting  fo^  and  lu  behalf  of  the  cotton  manu- 
^JC^Jiers  residing  in  Providence  and  its  vicinity 
r'-'flefifully  ^.howeth :  That,  in  consequence  of 
th«^^ierrupti;)n  of  commerce,  and  relying  on  the 
fa\r.^|»ble   diiijosiiion 


uniformly   manifested    by 


been  prevented  from  reaping  the  rea- 
sonable profits  which  they  calculated  to  obtain. 
During  the  continuance  of  the  late  war,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ordinary  expenses  and  difficulties  of 
prosecuting  the  business,  they  had  also  to  strug- 
gle against  the  enormous  advances  in  the  price 
of  almost  every  article  they  used,  together  with 
the  trouble,  co>t,  and  delay,  which  accrued  from 
the  necessity  of  transporting  by  land  the  raw 
material,  and  every  other  commodity  required  for 
the  supply  of  the  manufactories,  and  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  the  people  employed 
therein.  The  same  burdensome  expense  and  dis- 
advantage were  also  experienced  in  conveying 
the  goods,  when  finished,  to  distant  markets  for 
sale.  But  while  your  petitioners  have  had  to 
lament  that  the  circumstances  of  the  times  did 
not  permit  them  to  realize  ib«  profits  which  they 
had  a  right  to  expect,  they  had  the  satisfaction  lo 
perceive  that  the  nation  was  deriving  great  and 
important  benefits  from  their  labors,  receiving, 
from  the  skill  and  industry  of  our  own  citizens 
vast  supplies  of  useful  and  necessary  commodi- 
ties, at  moderate  prices,  calculated  fur  universal 
consumption,  and  at  a  period  when  they  could 
not  be  obtained  from  abroad;  and  that  ecnploy- 
ment  and  the  means  of  earning  a  comfortable 
livelihood  were  at  the  same  time  extended  to 
thousands  of  poor  people,  dependent  on  their  labor 
alone  lor  support,  and  who  must  otherwise  have 
been  reduced  to  a  slate  of  misery  and  want. 

The  event  has  also  fully  proved,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  petitioners,  that,  by  due  encouragement 
on  the  part  of  Government  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, there  may  be  insured  to  tiie  country,  from 
this  source  alone,  an  abundant  and  regular  sup- 
ply of  the  most  essential  and  important  kinds  of 
cotton  goods,  at  fair  prices,  and  independent  of 
foreign  nations. 

Your  petitioners  would  now  respectfully  rep- 
resent that,  in  addition  to  the  accumulated  em- 
barrassments and  losses  under  which  they  have 
labored,  the  pressure  of  which  has  been  so  great, 
during  the  last  year,  as  to  induce  many  of  the 
manufacturers  to  contract  their  business,  and 
some  lo  suspend  it  entirely,  the  free  and  unre- 
stricted admission  at  present  allowed  into  the 
United  Slates,  of  cotton  fabrics  of  foreign  pro- 
duction, not  only  extinguishes  the  hope  ot  a  rea- 
sonable profit  in  future  from  the  manufacture  of 
similar  goods  at  home,  but  threatens  the  speedy 
destruction  of  the  establishments  already  erected 
lor  that  purpose,  and  the  los.s  of  ihe  immense 
capital  invested  id  them.  They,  therefore,  earn- 
esily  eotreai  the  interpositioD  of  your  honorable 
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body,  to  preserve  them  from  impending  ruin. 
They  are  the  more  encouraged  in  this  applica- 
tion, as  they  conceive  the  time  propitious  for 
Government  to  extend  its  fostering  care  to  the 
manufactures  of  the  country,  and  are  convinced 
that  the  request  accords  with  the  general  feelings 
and  wishes  of  the  people,  and  witli  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  nation. 

As  an  eligible  mode  of  effecting  ihe  object  in 
view,  your  petitioners  would  respectfully,-«ubmit 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  importation  of  all  cot- 
ton goods,  (nankeens  excepted.)  the  production 
of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
of  augmenting  the  duty  on  those  of  a  coarse  tex- 
ture imported  from  other  parts  of  ihe  world. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  cotton  fabrics  of  India 
are  made  from  very  inferior  stock,  and  that  they 
are  so  badly  manufactured  as  to  be  of  liiile  in- 
trinsic value,  compared  with  the  substantial  and 
durable  manufactures  of  our  own  country;  and 
it  is  believed  that  almost  every  nation  of  Europe 
has  found  it  expedient  to  discourage  their  use,  by 
subjecting  them  to  very  heavy  duties,  or  have 
prohibited  their  importation  entirely;  and  it  is 
deserving  of  particular  observation  that  their  con- 
sumption is  interdicted  in  England,  although 
they  are  the  production  of  her  own  colonies.  It 
is  also  a  weighty  consideration  that,  being  made 
wholly  of  a  material  of  foreign  growth,  so  tar  as 
their  introduction  is  permitted,  they  operate  to 
deprive  our  own  citizens,  engaged  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cotton,  of  their  best  and  surest  market, 
and  thus  injuriously  affect  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant branches  of  agriculture. 

In  order  to  show  the  extent  and  importance  of 
the  cotton  manufacture  in  the  United  States, 
your  petitioners  beg  leave  re.*- peel  fully  to  state 
that  it  has  been  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  in 
the  small  district  alone  comprised  within  a  circle 
of  thirty  miles  from  Providence,  there  are  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  forty  manufactories, 
containing,  in  actual  operation,  more  than  130,000 
spindles,  and  capable  of  holding  a  much  larger 
number,  few  of  them  having  yet  received  their 
full  com[)lement  of  machinery.  The  quantity  of 
cotton  which,  in  their  present  state,  they  spin  in 
a  year,  may  be  computed  at  29,000  bales,  which, 
when  manufactured  into  cloth  of  the  descriptions 
commonly  made,  will  produce  27,840.000  yards, 
the  weaving  of  which,  at  the  average  price  of 
eight  cents,  amounts  to  §2  227,200,  and  the  total 
value  of  the  cloth  will  exceed  $6,000,000.  To 
complete  the  manufacture  from  the  raw  material, 
until  the  goods  are  fit  for  market,  it  is  estimated 
would  afford  steady  aud  constant  employment  lo 
20,000  persons.  But  the  benefits  resulting  from 
this  vast  amount  of  labor  are  much  more  exten- 
sively diffused  than  if  the  whole  were  done  by 
people  constantly  engaged  in  the  business,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  It  being  performed  by  those 
who  are  partially  occupied  in  other  pursuits,  par- 
ticularly the  weaving,  which  is  almost  wholly 
executed  at  the  farm-tiouses  throughout  the  coun- 
try, few  of  which  are  to  be  found  noi  supplied 
with  looms. 


In  this  estimate  are  not  intended  to  be  included 
the  numerous  classes  of  persons  engaged  in  occu-  ' 
pations  indirectly  connected  with  and  dependent 
upon  the  manufacture,  such  as  those  employed 
in  furnishing  the  various  kinds  of  machinery 
used  in  the  works,  in  supplying  the  people  with 
provisionsand  other  necessaries  and  conveniences 
in  transporting  goods  to  and  from  the  raanulac- 
lories,  together  with  those  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  in  bringing  the  raw  material  and  other 
commodities  required  for  the  use  of  the  establish- 
ments, and  in  conveying  the  manufactures  to 
market. 

From  this  cursory  view  of  the  subject  a  faint 
representation  is  exhibited  how  intimately  the 
cotton  manufacture,  although  but  in  iis  infancy, 
is  united  and  blended  with  almost  every  other 
occupation  ;  thus  creating  an  interest,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  in  all  classes  for  its  maintenance 
and  success,  and  involving  in  its  destruction  very 
disastrous  consequences  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
community. 

Your  petitioners  know  of  no  description  of  per- 
sons who  are  not,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
benefited  by  this  branch  of  manufacture,  except  a 
few  capitalists  engaged  in  the  trade  lo  India,  a 
commerce  affording  employment  for  compara- 
tively but  few  of  our  ships  and  mariners,  far  less, 
it  is  humbly  conceived,  than  would  be  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade  arising  from  the 
manufacture  at  home  of  the  same  quantity  of 
goods  imported  from  thence.  Nor  does  it  afford 
a  market  for  a  single  article  of  our  own  produc- 
tion, but  operates  as  a  continual  and  destructive 
drain  of  the  specie  of  the  country,  the  scarcity  of 
which  is  at  this  moment  most  severely  felt.  It 
may  be  also  worthy  of  remark  that  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  revenue  arising  l>ona»ihe  increased 
consumption  of  indigo  and  other  articles  used  ia 
dying,  and  the  various  commodities  and  mate- 
rials required  in  the  erection  of  the  works,  and 
in  the  different  processes  of  the  manufacture, 
many  of  which  are  subjected  to  heavy  duties, 
would,  it  is  humbly  believed,  nearly,  if  not  en- 
tirely, remunerate  the  Treasury  for  the  loss  occa- 
sioned by  the  interdiction  proposed. 

Your  petitioners  are  aware  that  it  has  been  a 
favorite  maxim  with  some,  that  commerce  should 
be  left  free  and  unrestrained;  and.  while  they  are 
far  trom  being  disposed  to  controvert  its  correct- 
ness as  a  general  rule,  subject,  like  all  others,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  to  particular  exceptions 
and  modifications,  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
suggest  that  they  believe  it  far  safer,  and  more 
agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  political  wisdom,  to 
follow  in  the  beaten  tract  of  successful  experi- 
ence, rather  than  to  pursue  a  course  of  policy  not 
sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  any  other  commer- 
cial or  manufacturing  people,  and  resting  solely 
on  opinion  and  theory  for  its  support.  All  those 
nations  which  have  carried  commerce  and  manu- 
factures to  the  greatest  extent,  have  judged  it  ex- 
pedient to  protect  their  citizens  against  foreign 
compeiiiion.  No  Government  has  been  more 
vigilaat  and  rigid  in  this  particular  than  that  of 
England — a  policy  which  it  has  steadily  pursued 
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f;,|ii|e9,  andis(rhich  has  been  crowned  with  un- 
hjpled  success.  While  ihe  same  principles 
^goue  to  by  persevered  in  by  other  nations,  a 
cv^i*ary  pra'-jiice  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates 
v^^ii  subjeci(  us  to  a  species  of  colonial  depend- 
*K^\  renderiiig  us  at  once  the  victim  of  our  own 
I'IfJriility  an|l  a  prey  to  foreign  cupidity  and 
cpM-.'ce.  ; 

'  V«ur  petii^ooers  would  endeavor  to  avoid  en- 
CT  -ivhing  upi)n  the  time  of  your  honorable  body, 
ljy>|lje  re'petiiion  of  arguments  of  a  general  na- 
tjUf.-i which  have  been  often  urged,  and  which 
Hit)Ji{  readily  pccur  to  every  reflecting  mind;  but 
(Je^Ji»ing  the  jubject  of  primary  importance  in  a 
d.-t|cjnal  poinj  of  view,  and  deeply  affecting  their 
i*jj»  "iidual  interests,  they  persuade  themselves  it 
Wy  ^not  be  considered  obtrusive,  succinctly  to 
eo^i:nerate  so;ne  of  the  particular  and  immediate 
Hiiv  Milages.  Ivhich  they  conceive  the  country 
^ti.:  iM  derivcifrom  the  extension  of  the  patronage 
^dtyvernraejil  to  the  manufacture  in  question. 
'  ll^would  intjure  a  constant  and  competent  sup- 
iHyit  reasonable  prices,  of  articles  wanted  for 
ger^jal  and  daily  consumption,  not  liable  to  be 
if.ttirtupted  h\  the  hostility  or  injustice  of  foreign 
t(aij<>ns.  \ 

i  Tllte  interiial  and  coasting  trade,  which  has 
jflvdiks  been  <jonsidered  as  the  most  advantageous 
U)  i;  Ration,  a>id  worthy  of  a  \\\:^h  degree  of  public 
cuicj^Jragemeiit,  ^uld  be  thereby  promoted  and 
fixtiVjded ;  arid,  by  the  mutual  interchange  of 
ti;nj',liodiiies  petween  the  rerauie  sections  of  our 
eat^ijsive  country,  would  have  a  salutary  and 
IjOTiJrful  ten(jency  to  bind  and  link  together  the 
V»i]-ius  partsjin  the  bonds  of  reciprocal  depend- 
''-■^.and  frie«idship. 

U  a  poriiitn  of  our  population  being  engaged 
lir  cjanufacttjres  a  market  would  be  created  at 
i^(^\  for  thecproductions  of  agriculture,  not  sub- 
jjecf  |o  be  de'<royed  or  materially  injured  by  ihe 
<^nt^t|ty  or  jialousies  of  foreign  Governments. 
'f';..^iconsideJation  is  of  the  more  importance  in 
tjie  uresent  Itate  of  the  world,  when  a  general 
Bac^fcaiion  Ifas  taken  place  between  the  nations 
fjf  Hurope,  wihich  promises  to  be  of  long  dura- 
flioi^jand  forllds  the  expectation  that  the  produc- 
lSftar\of  the  c'nited  Stales  will  continue  to  com- 
hia^ii  such  high  prices  abroad  as  during  the  last 
<«c«i4ly  yearsji  while  those  nations  were  engaged 
iiv;|{l^  most  clistructive  and  sanguinary  wars. 
'  i|frure  an  J  regular  demand  would  be  produced 
^?*ft'considekble  portion  of  the  cotton  raised  in 
lli*  pnited  Plates,  continually  augmenting  with 
tlj-  gleans  of  inanufacturing  ii.and  the  increasing 
crt<isliraptionjof  the  goods. 

St.Hvould  e'llarge  the  field  of  useful  industry 
5i-'J  ^nterpri*,  and.  by  multiplying  the  sources  of 
^|{th  and  fhe  means  of  subsistence,  would  en- 
c'tj^irjigc  population  and  the  emigation  to  our 
ciJit'try  of  n)reign  artists  and  others,  bringing 
w}tb.;  them  tike  latest  improvements  in  manufac- 
li^v^i  and  thJ  mechanic  arts.  The  vast  capital  al- 
r«^ly  invesitjd  in  these  establishments  would  be 
"irved,  aaJ,  by  its  active  and  succesiful  em- 
iVnent,  \»puld  continue  to  contribute  largely 
iVfi  riches,  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 


In 


Your  petitioners  would  further  respectfully 
suggest  that  the  cotton  fabrics  of  India  usually 
imported  into  the  United  States,  being  of  a 
coarse  texture  and  cheaply  made,  their  prime  cost 
is  very  inconsiderable,  and  paying  only  an  ad 
valorem  duty,  they  afford  but  a  small  income  to 
the  Treasury;  and  the  loss  incurred  by  their  ex- 
clusion might,  it  is  humbly  conceived,  in  a  great 
degree,  if  not  wholly,  be  restored,  by  increasing 
the  duty  on  the  coarser  kinds  of  cotton  goods  im- 
ported from  other  parts  ol  the  world. 

They,  therefore,  pray  your  honorable  body  to 
take  their  case  into  your  serious  consideration, 
and  that  a  law  may  be  passed  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  all  cotton  goods,  (nankeens  ex- 
cepted.) the  production  of  places  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  laying  such  duly  on  those  of 
a  coarse  texture,  imported  from  other  countries, 
as  shall  give  to  your  petitioners  the  necessary 
protection  and  relief,  and  as  Congress  in  their 
wisdom  may  deem  expedient. 

And,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray, 


James  Burrill,  jr. 
Daniel  Lyman, 
Thomas  Burgess, 
Timothy  Greene, 
Seih  Wheaton, 
George  Jackson, 
James  Rhodes, 


Philip  Allen, 
Abr'm  Wilkinson, 
Amasa  Mason, 
Samuel  Ames, 
John  S.  Dexter, 
Samuel  W.  Greene, 
Jos.  T.  Franklin, 

Committee. 


PROTECTION    TO  THE    SUGAR    PL.\NTERS 
OF  LOUISIANA. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  6,  1815.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hep- 
reaentatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  sugar  planters,  citizens  of 
the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  respectfully  represents: — 
That  there  is,  perhaps,  no  culture  more  important 
and  advantageous  to  the  United  Slates  than  that 
of  the  sugar  cane,  the  produce  of  which,  though 
at  first  ranked  among  the  luxuries  of  life,  has, 
from  Its  universal  use,  become  an  article  oi  the 
first  necessity.  Before  thcacquisition  of  Louisiana, 
vast  sums  of  money  were  lost  to  the  United  States 
in  the  purchase  of  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses,  made 
in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  from  whence  alone 
those  commodities  were  obtained.  In  time  of  war 
supplies  from  thence  are  precarious,  and  the  con- 
sumer would  be  either  entirely  deprived  of  those 
necessary  articles,  or  could  obtain  them  only  at  ex- 
travagant rates.  It  is,  then,  obviously  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  toencourage  the  cultivation  of 
the  cane,  and  to  secure  to  themselves  the  advan- 
tages which  Louisiana  offers  in  this  particular. 
Whilst  Its  citizens  rejoice  in  the  means  which  na- 
ture has  placed  within  their  reach, of  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  other  Slates  of  the  Union,  they  have 
at  the  same  time  to  lament  that  their  ability  to 
effect  it  will  depend  on  the  fostering  aid  of  the 
General  Government. 

Beyond  all  others,  the  culture  of  (be  cane  is 
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attended  with  diCBculties.     It  requires  enormous 
capitals.      The  lands   that   produce   it  are  dear, 
large  gangs  of  slaves,  and  laboring  animals  are 
required,   immense    edifices   are    to    be   erected, 
mills,  and  expensive  utensils  are  to  be  obtained  ; 
add  to  those  the  costly  and  unceasing  labor  that 
is  required  in  forming,  and  keeping  up  the  works 
that  are    necessary  lo    prevent    the  overflowing 
of  the  mighty  stream   that  borders   those  lands, 
the  numerous  canals  for  draining  them,  and  with- 
out which  they  would  not  be  susceptible  of  cul- 
tivation;  so  that  after  a  fortune  has  been  con- 
sumed, and  often  distressing  debts  incurred,  years 
on    years  elapse   before  the   most  fortunate  and 
successful  reap  the  reward  of  their  expenditures 
and  toils.     It  is  true,  in  a  propitious  season  this 
culture  affords  greater  profit   than  any  other,  but 
numerous  and  dreadful  are    the  accidents   that 
often  blast  the  hopes  of  the  planter.    The  climate 
is  subject  to  hurricanes,  the  ravages  of  which  not 
only  destroys  the  crop  in  the  ground,  and  often 
the  expectation  of  the  one  ensuing  it.  but  levels 
to  the  ground  the  buildings  which  had  been  erected 
at  such  an  immense  cost.    Those  are  <;vils  which 
sugar  planters  every  where  experience;   but  there 
are  others,  which  are  the  peculiar  scourge  of  those 
of  Louisiana— an  early  frost  prevents  the  maturity 
of  the  cane,  and  greatly  injures  Its  yield;  a  warm 
day,  in  the  season  of  making  sugar,  occasioning 
it  to  ferment,  sours  the  juice,  and  destroys  the 
labor  of   the  year;  the  coldness  of  the  climate, 
and  destructive  attacks  of  worms,  to  which  the 
cane  is  subject,  requires  it  to   be  frequently  re- 
planted, and  is  a  serious  drawback  on  tfie  planter. 
as  the  growth  of  one  acre  is  only  sufficient  to 
plant  four;    the   same  cause  also  often  destroys 
the  cane  intended  for  plants,  and  blasts  his  hopes 
of  the  ensuing  crop.     At  times  high   winds,  or 
the  negligence  of  an  individual,  causing  a  break 
in  the  dike  that  retains  the  river,  ihe  water  rush- 
ing down,  sweeps  buildings,  crop,  and  animals  be- 
fore il,aDd  spreadingon  all  sides  carries  irresistible 
ruin  with  it.     Such  inundations,  by  covering  the 
fields  with  a  poor,  sandy  sediment,  often  renders 
them  for   many   years  useless,  and  they  are  not 
unfrequent.     With  such  serious  evils  to  contend 
with.  It  cannot  be  expected   that  the  planter  of 
Louisiana  can.  without  some  encouragement  from 
the  Government,  stand  in  competiiion  with  those 
who  rear  the  plant  in  its  congenial  climate;  yet 
it  is  impossible  for  him  successfully  to  attend  to 
any  other  branch  of  agriculture.     Indigo,  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  sugar,  are  the  only  kinds  of  produce 
which  have  as  yet  been  considered  as  suitable  to 
the  country.     About  thirty  years  ago  the  raising 
of  indigo  absolutely  ceasing  to  afford  the  means 
of    subsistence    to   the    cultivator,    tobacco,   and 
afterwards,  cotton  were  resorted  to  ;   but  experi- 
ence has  shown  the  impossibility  of  standing  in 
competition  with  the   States  of  Virginia,  Mary- 
land, and  Kentucky,  with  regard  to  tobacco,  from 
whenceour  supplies  for  consumption  are  at  present 
received,  and  those  of  Georgia,  the   Carolinas, 
Tennessee,  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  that 
of  cotton.     The  planters  of  Louisiana,  therefore, 
hope  that  the  liberal  views  of  Congress  will  in- 


duce that  honorable  body  to  come  to  their  aid. 
I  As  part  of  the  American  family  they  believe  it 
I  suffices  for  them  to  make  known  their  wants  to 
the  common  parent,  to  have  every  proper  relief 
extended  to  them.  But  they  address  it  with 
more  confidence,  from  the  conviction  that  the 
interests  of  the  Union  loudly  demand  that  this 
distant  State  should  be  assisted  in  securin*'  to 
herself,  and,  consequently,  to  the  nation,  the 
vast  advantages  which  its  climate  and  situation 
promise.  With  the  encouragement  of  Congress 
she  would  in  a  few  years  be  able  to  supply  her 
sister  States  with  s'jgnr,  rum,  and  molasses,  and 
will  in  return  consume  a  considerable  portion  of 
their  produce  and  manufactures.  Political  con- 
siderations require  also  that  this  distant  and 
frontier  State  should  be  strengthened,  and  its 
population  augmented;  let,  then,  the  only  kind 
of  agriculture  for  which  nature  intended  her, 
which  she  alone  of  all  the  Slates  is  capable  of 
producing,  and  which  is  at  the  same  time  so  es- 
sentially necessary  to  all,  be  fostered  and  en- 
couraged. 

We,  therefore,  humbly  entreat  your  honorable 
body  that  the  same  sound  policy  which  has  hith- 
erto invariably  excited  the  General  Government 
to  protect  the  growing  manufactures  of  our  coun- 
try, and,  consequently,  made  us  in  many  branches 
completely  independent  of  foreign  nations,  may 
be  extended  to  the  cultivators  of  the  cane,  and 
that  the  duties  laid  during  the  war  on  foreign 
sugar,  rum,  and  molasses,  be  made  permanent  by 
law.  BERNARD  MARIGNY, 

and  others. 

New  Orleans,  Lodibiana.  1815. 


MILITARY  AND  NAVAL  EXPENDITURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  5,  1816.] 

Theasuky  Department.  Feb.  5,  1816. 

Sir  :  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  passed  yesterday,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  statements  which  accom- 
pany it,  viz: 

(A.)  A  comparative  statement  between  the 
annual  amount  of  the  expenditure  for  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  of  the  United  States,  as  ren- 
dered by  the  Treasury  Department,  under  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Stales,  of  ihe  20th  of  January,  1816,  and 
the  statement  thereof  furnished  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  of  the  31st  of  March,  1810. 

(B.)  A  comparative  statement  between  the 
annual  amount  of  the  expenditure  for  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Slaie.*,  as  rendered  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  under  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  ihe  United  Stales,  of  the 
2Uih  of  January,  1816,  and  the  statement  thereof 
furnished  under  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of 
the  31st  of  March,  1810. 

I  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  dec. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay,  Speaker,  <^c. 
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Military  and  Naval  Expenditure: 


Treasury  Department.  Register's  Office,  February  5,  1816. 


4  .  »  • 

:  I   haive   ihc  honor  to  traDsmit  papers  A  and  B,  being  comparative  statenaents  between  the 

amoiint  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Military  and   Naval    Esiabliihments  as  rendered  by  the 

iry  Department,  under  a  resolution  of  the  Houie   of   Representativt-s  of  the   United   Siatei 

20th  ;of  January,  1816,  and    the  statennent  thereof  furnished   under   the   resolution  of  the 

of  life  31st  March,  1810.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


:on, 


V 

ALEitANDKR  J.  Dallas,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE. 


(A.) 


^  x\mparat\:^€  statement  between  the  annual  amount  of  the  expenditures  for  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  t/i^'  United  States,  as  rendered  by  the  Treasury  Department,  under  a  resolution  of  the 
'  y]^use  of  'tepresentatives  of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  of  January.  1816.  and  the  statement 

\\ereof  fu/*nished  under  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  3lst  of  March,  1810. 


Amoii^t  as  ex- Expenditure*  out  of  appropriations'Anaoant  as  ex- 
hibftied  under  for  War  Department,  in  relation!  hibited  under; 
resi4ution     ofj     to  Indian  Department,  other  thanj     resolution     of 


A  repayment. 


Man  30,  1810.1     treaties  and  trading-houses. 


'1 


r; 


$r>;|i.804  03 

1,1 0^,038  47 
1,13^.443  91 
2,54),097  69 
2,4«J,385  81 
1,24>,327  82 
l,0<-:i,299  04 
l,9:fO,69Z  39 
2,4(0^,669  17 
2,51^.409  99 
I,6(>1),944  08 
1,1^>,148  25 
8-.^,0.'i5  85 
87^.923  93 
7i;V81  28 
1,2*4^,355  38 
l,2)^i*,685  91 
2.90*>,834  40 
3,aV3,772  17 


$50,000  00 

58.624  .12 

13,936 

37,103 

69.829 

61.277 

43,468 

72.000 

42,000 

60,000 

63,000 

55,.'J00 
159,200  00 
100,600  00 
140,600  00 
125,000  00 


Jan.  20,  1816. 


02 
62 
91 
81 
78 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


$632,804  03 
1.100,702  09 
1.130.249  08 
2,609,097  59 
2,480,910  13 
1,260,263  84 
1,039,402  66 
2,009,623  30 
2,466.946  98 
2,560,878  77 
1,672,944  08 
1,221.148  25 

882.055 

938,923 

768,281 
1,383,555 
1,389,285 
3,041,434  40 
3,470,772    17 


$2,336  38 


Indian  expen- 
diture. 


85 
93 
28 
38 
91 


30,9-^,669  4  7  j 


$1,152,040  46  (a) 


32,089,178  72 


$2,336  38 


$2,194  63 


$2,194   83 


lan  expen- 


$30,941,669  47 

4,531   21 

30,937,138  26 


1,152.040  46 
$32,089,178  72 


ii^iunt  of  eiyenditures  as  exhibited  under  the  resolution  of  31st  March,  1810     - 

jl^lVict  the  r"^ajment  of  $2,336  38  as  above,  and  the  sum  of  $2,194  83  as  Indii 

5  ?  (jiture        ; 

•^•! 

»  !  ; 

"Hi^hich  expenditures  out  of  the  appropriations  for  the  War  Department,  in  relation  to  In- 

l^(<ian  Depr^tment,  other  than  the  expenditures  exhibited  for  treaties  with  the  Indians,  and 

1  v-ifading-hciiges        ..---------... 

•AJriboTe    -    < 

'  |f'i)  This  ajfiount,  with  the  annual  subdivisions,  was  formed  by  the  Register,  by  estimate,  for  the  purpose  of 
iei^liiding  the^payments  which  had  been  made  by  the  purveyors  of  public  supplies,  contractors,  and  other  per- 
pi\  who  hai^expended  pubUc  moneys  in  the  purchase  of  Indian  goods,  rations,  or  supplies,  which  might  ap- 
jo  the  Ini*an  Department,  and  which  had  been  made  from   moneys  charged  and  exhibited  in  the  annual 

Salted  publii^  accounts  as  advanced  for  the   Military  Establishment. 
llTiese  annjial  amounts,  ascertained  from  the  best  materials  to  which  access  could  be  had,  were  deducted 
J'.jil  the  tota^amounl  of  the  annual  actual  expenditures,  with  a  view  to  conform,  as  nearly  as  possible,  with 
rt^  •  fesolutionaof  the  House,  of  the  3lst  March,  1810,  by  excluding  the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  Indian 
.li^jMrtment.  ; 
'  »  n  S'axASCB*  DspAaTMiHT,  RxoisTxa's  OrricE,  February  6,  1816. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
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State  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 


(B.) 
A  Mmparatire  statement  between  the  annual  amount  of  the  expenditure  for  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  as  rendered  by  the  Treasury  Department,  under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  Stales,  of  the  20th  January.  1816.  and  the  statement  thereof  furnished  unde^ 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  3lst  of  March,  1810. 


Ye 


ars. 


1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 


Amount  as  exhibited  under  the 

Marine    hospital 

Revenue  cutter 

Total  amount  exhibited  un- 

resolution   of    20th    January, 

expenditure. 

excluded  in  state- 

der resolution  of  March  31, 

1816,    excluding  expenditure 

ment  of  the  3l6t 

1810,  in  which  the  marine 

for  marine  hospital. 

March,  1810. 

hospital  was  included. 

$570  00 

. 

$570  00 

53  02 

- 

53  02 

61,408  97 

_ 

_ 

$61,408  97 

410,562  03 

- 

— 

410,562  03 

274,784  04 

- 

— 

274,784   04 

382,631   89 

- 

— 

382,631   89 

1,381, .347  76 

- 

— 

1,381,347  76 

2.858,081  84 

- 

- 

2,858,081   84 

3,448,716  03 

- 

— 

3,448,716  03 

2,111,424  00 

- 

- 

2,111.424  00 

915.661   87 

$250  00 

— 

915,811   87 

1,215,230  53 

31.087  36 

— 

1,246,317  89 

1,189,832  75 

84,027  50 

- 

1,273,800  25 

1,697,600  00 

- 

— 

1,597,500  00 

1,649.641   44 

- 

.. 

1,649,641   44 

1,722,064  47 

- 

— 

1,722,064  47 

1,884,067  80 

- 

— 

1,884,067  80 

2.427,758  80 

~ 

- 

2,427,758  80 

$23,631,237  24 

$115,364  86 

$623  02 

$23,645,979  08 

Amountof  expenditures  as  exhibited  under  the  resolution  of  20lh  January  1816    -         -         -$23,531,237  24 
And  the  marine  hospital  expenditure 115  364  86 

_,            .  .  .     ,    .  23,646,602  10 

From  which  deduct  expenditure  for  revenue  cutter 623  02 

A»»hove .     23,645,979  08 

TaiASFBT  Depabthiitt,  Rioistbb's  OrricB,  February  5,  1816. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  7,  1816.] 

Washington,  February  7.  1816. 
The  Coraraissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
spectfully report  to  Cons?ress  a>  follows: 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report  of  the 
6th  of  February,  1815.  so  far  as  the  same  have 
been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated 
the  6lh  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state- 
ments therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report. 

J.  GAILLARD.  PresU  Senate  pro.  tern. 

J.  MARSHALL.  Chief  Justice  U.  S. 

J.  MONROE,  Sec'ry  of  State. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Sec'ry  of  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department,  Feb.  6,  1816. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  : 
That  the  balance  of  moneys  advanced  on  account  of 
the  public  debt,  remaining  unexpended  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1813,  and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due    after    that    year,  which    balance  amounted  to 

$761,205  75 

Together  with  the  sums  disbursed  from 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  1814, 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  inter- 
est of  the  pubUc  debt,  which  sums 
amounted  to 

Together  with  a  further  sum  arising 
from  profit  in  exchange  on  remittances 
from  America  to  Europe  during  the 
year  1814,  amounting  to  - 


8,386,880  59 


And  amounting  together  to 


19,827  61 
$9,167,913  95 


■  ;* 
r'.  • 
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li^e  been  Recounted  for  in  the  following  manner 


fi^-te  was 

U^U4.on 
\  pxi>  advi 


repaid  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 

ac(%juat  of  the  principal  of  moneys  hereto- 

^^xf'  advancaiJ  for  the  payment  of  the  pubhc  debt,  the 

*  >4i  of      -  ^ $286,336  65 

'jums  acmally  applied  during   the 
j^r  1814  t(i  the  payment  of  the  prin- 
.phftl  and  itiltereat  of  the  public  debt, 
;  ^koanted,  v>  the  aum  of  $8,940,074 
I  ^    VIX  . 

n^lejmburfierr^nt  of  the  principal  of  the 
;  jL^lic  debt  -         -  $4,283,692 

^^iccount  cf  the  inter- 
i  y.,(  and  chaises  on  the 
|j.^e  .i        .        . 


34 


4,656,381  74 


A^  iff  this  lUfH  there  was 
.'  ;^(>^rt  provided,  consist- 
tfPi  of  uncf*imed  div- 
*  ivitfods  on  the  public 
f  IjMt,  not  d(!nianded  or 
'  ^j.|)lied  for  ry  the  pro- 
"  ifetora 


$8,940,074  08 


58,496  78 


8,881,577  30 
$9,167,913  95 


<}'th»t,  durfng  the  year  1815,  the  following  dis- 
V^TiPuients  Jpere  matle  out  of  the  Treasury  on 
«^^xint  of  i\ie  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
^*.t«,  viz:      * 

«^r  Recount  o|  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the 

*  M^ijded  dofffsstic  debt  -  -  -  $6,373,847  73 
^^'jfccount  o;  the  principal  and  inter- 

^  ".<^l  of  the  reifietered  debt  -         -  6  49 

r>i(  iccount  of  the  principal  and  inter- 

•  &t  of  tem(|orary  loans,  viz:  reim- 
»  Tt;k^^»ement  ^'  principal  $  1 ,800,000  00 
^^y^Mnt  of  lijterest  -         -    69,230  07 


"M^  *«ccoaDt  ^f  principal    and  interest 
»f<*Tre»«ur}j  notes    -         -         .         . 
|L)i|  Recount  o^  the  interest  on  Louisiana 
^'4(|t<ick  payal«e  in  Europe  - 


1,869,230  07 
3,872,708  95 
724,136   11 


:^(^unting  ti|gether  to  the  sum  of       $12,839,929  35 


t# 


r 


•  •i  

:  Which  diskursements  were  made  out  of  the  follow- 
Vi^  funds,  Y\ti.         • 

jl.    From  the  balance  of  the  annual  appropriation   of 

\    ii^ht  millii^is  of  dollars  for  the  year    1814,  remain- 

i  ^i  U(g  unexp*>ided  at  the  end  of  that  year,  which  bal- 

l  ,  'afce  amounted,  as  stated  in  the  last  annual  report 

'*i'H/         -    „ $341,710   17 

•iX-  I'rom  the  jfunds  constituting  the  an- 
^Snual  appropriation  of  eight  millions 
i    of  dollars  Ijr  the  year  1815,  tIi  : 
^om  the  fund  arising  from  the  inter- 

•  <e^  on  tht  debt  transferred  to  the 
I  (vmmiseiouers  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
'  ^i  per  •tat«#nent  I  -$1,969,577  64 
»^';JWl  the  fuijJ  arising 

*  Jt<im  the  ncJ  proceeds 
.  i    ut  the  salei^of  public 

'  j  n.,nd8        -,      -         .      1,200,000  00 
;  i  ^r<4n  procee<£)  of  duties 
I'i  oa  goods, '^  ares,  and 


•1^ 


merchandise  import- 
ed, and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  Tessels  •  $4,830,422  36 


III.  From  the  procaeds  of  the  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im- 
ported, and  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels, 
and  from  the  proceeds  of  the  direct 
tax  and  internal  duties  in  advance, 
and  on  account  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  eight  millions  of  doUart 
for  the  year  1816     -         -         -         . 


$8,000,000  00 


4,498,219  18 


12,839,929  35 


That  the  aforesaid  suiu  of  twelve  millions  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  dollar&and  thirty-five  cents  will 
be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in 
conforoiity  with  the  accounts  which  shall  have 
been  rendered  to  this  Department. 

That,  in  the  meantime,  the  manner  in  which 
the  said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 
There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  the  payment 

of  the  deficiency  of  the  provision  at  the  end  of  the 


year  1814,  as  above  stated,  the  sum  of 
There  was  paid  for  loss  on  exchange  on 
remittances  from  America  to  Europe, 
during  the  year  1815,  the  sum  of     - 
There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied 
during  the   year  1816  to  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic debt    -         -         -  $7,034,016  48 
And  to  the  payment  of 

interest  on  the  same      5,606,966  02 


58,496  78 


53,038   17 


And  there  is  estimated  to  have  been  left 
unapplied  at  the  end  of  the  year  IS  15, 
a  sum  applicable  to  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt  during  the 
year  1816,  of  - 


12,640,981  50 


87,412  90 


$12,839,929  36 


That  the  temporary  loans,  which  became  pay- 
able during  ihe  year  1815  were  paid,  but  the  two 
instalments  amounting  to  $500,000,  which  became 
payable  to  the  State  bank,  Boston,  in  the  month 
of  December,  1814,  and  which  were  not  then  paid 
from  the  inability  of  the  Trea.sury  to  apply  the 
moneys  within  its  control  to  that  object,  owing 
to  the  disordered  state  of  the  public  currency. 

That,  during  the  year  1815,  and  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1816,  Treasury  notes  charged  upon 
the  Sinking  Fund  fell  due  amounting  to  $7,747,- 
280.  It  was  not  within  the  power  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  any 
part  of  the^e  notes,  or  of  those  which  had  fallen 
due,  and  had  not  been  paid  in  the  preceding  year, 
(with  the  exception  of  such  as  were  applied  b? 
their  holders  to  the  payment  of  duties  and  taxes,) 
until  the  1st  of  July,  1815,  when  provision  was 
made,  and  public  notice  thereof  given  for  the  re- 
imbursement of  such  Treasury  notes  as  had  pre- 
viously to  that  time  become  payable  at  Baltimore 
and  Washington.  The  same  provision  was  made 
on  the  1st  of  August  for  those  previously  payable 
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at  Philadelphia ;  on  the  1st  ofSeptember  for  those 
previously  payable  at  Savannah  ;  and  on  the  days 
when  they  respectively  become  payable,  for  those 
reimbursable  at  all  other  places,  with  the  excep- 
tiorj  of  New  York  and  Boston;  at  neither  of 
which  place?  have  funds  yet  been  obtained  to  an 
extent  sufficient  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  Trea- 
sury notes  reimbursable  at  those  two  places  re- 
spectively. The  annexed  statement  marked  L. 
shows  the  lime  when,  and  the  places  at  which 
all  the  Treasury  notes  reimbursable  in  the  year 
1815.  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1816,  became 
payable. 

A  statement,  marked  H.  is  annexed,  which  ex- 
hibits the  whole  amount  of  stock  transferred  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
standing  to  their  credit  on  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  last  day  of  December,  1815. 

All  whrch  is  respectfully  subrnitred  by 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Sec'ry  Treasury. 

[The  tabular  statements  are  omitted.] 


PROTECTION   TO    THE    MANUFACTURERS 
OF  COTTON  FABRICS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  13,  1816.] 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  tu  whom  was  referred 
the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manufacturers 
of  cotton  wool,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  were  conscious  that  they  had 
no  ordinary  duty  to  perform,  when  the  House  of 
Representatives  referred  to  their  consideration 
the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manufacturers 
of  cotton  wool.  In  obedience  to  the  instructions 
of  the  House  they  have  given  great  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  beg  leave  to  present  the  result  of 
their  deliberations. 

They  are  not  a  little  apprehensive  that  they 
have  not  succeeded  in  doing  justice  to  a  subject 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  advancement 
and  prosperity  of  agriculture  and  commerce;  a 
subject  which  enlightened  statesmen  and  philos- 
ophers have  deemed  not  unworthy  of  their  at- 
tention and  consideration. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
offer  any  theoretical  opinions  of  their  own  or  of 
others;  they  are  persuaded  that  a  display  of  spec- 
ulative opinions  would  not  meet  with  approba- 
tion. From  these  views  the  committee  are  dis- 
posed to  state  facts,  and  to  make  such  observa- 
tions only  as  shall  be  intimately  connected  with, 
and  warranted  by  them. 

Prior  to  the  years  1806  and  1807,  establish- 
ments for  manufacturing  cotton  wool  had  not 
been  attempted,  but  in  a  few  instance?,  and  on  a 
limited  scale.  Their  rise  and  progress  are  attrib- 
utable to  embarrassments,  to  which  commerce 
was  subjected,  which  embarrassments  originated 
in  causes  not  within  the  control  of  human  pru- 
dence. 

While  commerce  flourished,  the  trade  which 
had  been  carried  on  with  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, with  the  East  Indies,  and  with  the  colonies 
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of  Spain  and  France,  enriched  our  enterprising 
merchants;  the  benefits  of  which  were  sensibly- 
felt  by  the  agriculturisLs,  whose  wealth  and  in- 
dustry were  increased  and  extended.  When  ex- 
ternal commerce  wa«  suspended  the  capitalists 
throughout  the  Union  became  solicitous  to  give 
activity  to  their  capital.  A  portion  of  it.  it  is 
believed,  wa>  directed  to  the  improvenoeni  of  ag- 
riculture ;  and  not  an  inconsiderable  portion  of 
it,  as  it  appears,  was  likewise  employed  in  erect- 
ing establishments  for  manufacturing  of  cotton 
wool. 

To  make  this  statement  as  satisfactory  as  pos- 
sible, to  give  it  all  the  certainty  that  it  is'suscept- 
ible  of  attaining,  the  following  facts  are  respect- 
fully submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
They  .show  the  rapid  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  a  few  years,  and,  evidently,  the  ability 
to  carry  them  on  with  certainty  of  success,  should 
a  just  and  liberal  policy  regard  them  as  objects 
deserving  encouragement: 

In  the  year  1800,  500  bales  of  cotton  were  man- 
ufactured in  manufacturing  establishments;  in 
1805,  1,000 ;  in  1810,  10.000 ;  and  in  1815,  90,000. 

This  statement  the  committee  have  no  reason 
to  doubt;  nor  have  they  any  to  question  the  truth 
of  the  following  succinct  statement  of  the  capital 
which  is  employed,  of  the  labor  which  it  com- 
mands, and  of  the  products  of  that  labor : 

Capital 340,000,000 

Males  employed  from  the  age  of  17  and 

upwards 10,000 

Women  and  female  children  -         -         -  66,000 

Boys  under  17  years  of  age    -         -         -  24,000 

Wages    of    100,000    persons,    averaging 

$150each $15,000,000 

Cotton  wool  manufactured,  90,000  bales, 

amounting  to  -  -  .  .  lbs.  27,000,000 
Number    of   yards  of  cotton  of  various 

kinds 81,000.000 

Cost  per  yard,  averaging  30  cenU  -         -  $24,300,000 

The  rise  and  progre.ss  of  such  establishments 
can  excite  no  wonder.  The  inducements  to  in- 
dustry, in  a  free  Government,  are  numerous  and 
inviting.  Effects  are  always  in  unison  with  their 
causes.  The  inducements  consist  in  the  certainty 
and  security,  which  every  citizen  enjoys,  of  ex- 
ercising exclusive  dominion  over  the  creations  of 
his  genius,  and  the  products  of  his  labor ;  in  pro- 
curing from  his  native  soil,  at  all  times,  with 
facility,  the  raw  materials  that  are  required  ;  and 
in  the  liberal  encouragement  that  will  be  accord- 
ed by  agriculturists  to  those  who,  by  their  labor, 
keep  up  a  constant  and  increasing  demand  for  the 
produce  of  agriculture. 

Every  State  will  participate  in  those  advan- 
tages ;  the  resources  of  each  will  be  explored, 
opened,  and  enlarged.  Different  sections  of  the 
Union  will,  according  to  their  position,  the  cli- 
mate, the  population,  the  habits  of  the  people, 
and  the  nature  of  the  soil,  strike  into  that  line  of 
industry  which  is  (jest  adapted  to  their  interest 
and  the  good  o[  the  whole;  an  active  and  free 
intercourse,  promoted  and  facilitated  by  roads  and 
canals,  will  ensue;  prejudices,  which  are  gener- 
ated by  distance,  and  the  want  of  inducemeois  to 
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ay.4fi«cn  eacn  other  and  reciprocate  benefits, 
wift  ie  removrd  ;  ioformaiion  will  be  extended  ; 
<Kfl^  Vnion  wfll  acquire  strength  and  solidity; 
r.v;|;tj»e  ConsuiutioQ  of  the  United  States,  and 
ih^  t*f  each  ctate,  will  be  regarded  as  fountains. 
fr«:%i  Which  fl^w  numerous  streams  of  public  and 
Ptl^ale  prosptyity. 
"^ach  Gove|nment,  movinsr  in  its  appropriate 
|t.  perforn^ing  with  ability  its  separate  func- 
tion js  will  be 'endeared   to  the  hearts  of  a  good 


are  most  disposed  to  manufac- 


auf^^rateful  f^opl< 
Vlie  States  Jhat 
tui^^^s  regular  occupations,  will  draw  from  the 


iltural  ^tates  all  the  raw  materials  which 
)^  ^want,  akjd  not  an  inconsiderable  portion. 
aj>  .^  of  the  n#cesaaries  of  life  ;  while  the  latter 
ivil^  in  addit^n  to  the  benefits  which  they  at 
p(ed«;iit  enjoy]  always  command,  in  peace  or  m 
Kpar-^at  modeJate   prices,  erery  species  of  man- 


xkt^^ipe  inclined  to  manufacture  for  themselves, 
•  Kh^Jcan  do  ;ia  with  success,  because  they  have 
e  meansjin  their  power  to  erect  and  to  ex- 
at  plea5Jire.  manufacturing  establishments, 
ants  being  supplied  by  our  own  ingenuity 
'.industryj  exportation  of  specie  to  pay  for 
n  manufactures  will  cease. 
T.i,e  value  lof  American  produce  at  this  time 
ejkfjtrted  will<Qoi  enable  the  importers  to  pay  for 
tk<t^yreign  n^nufactures  imported.  Whenever 
ihi  two  accojjmis  shall  be  fairly  stated,  the  bal- 
acW  against  rue  United  States  will  be  found  to 
be^r^ny  mill.'jons  of  dollars.  Such  is  the  state 
o/:^angs  tha4  the  change  must  be  to  the  advan- 
liiw%  ;)f  the  ULited  Stales.  The  precious  metals 
WC^  be  aitracied  to  them,  the  difi'usion  of  which, 
ioJI  regular  »nd  uniform  current  through  the 
]t  arteries  jind  veins  of  the  body  politic,  will 
•ito  each  aiember  health  and  vigor. 
(proportiJn  as  the  commerce  of  the  United 
cjs  depends  on  agriculture  and  manufactures, 
rcommool  basis,  will  it  increase,  and  become 
i(),^^nendent  iif  those  revolutions  and  fiuctua- 
ti(i|v  which  |the  ambition  and  jealousy  of  for- 
fcjgljK^overniients  are  too  apt  to  produce.  Our 
•ni^. ligation  wi^l  be  (juickened.  and,  supported  as 
itlfjU  be  by<internal  resources  never  before  at 
ttlL>>Jfnmand«of  any  nation,  will  advance  lo  the 
({H^^lof  tho«4f  resources. 

;K^w  channels  of  trade,  to  enterprise  no  less 
i'ojitfriant  th?jn  productive,  are  opening,  which 
cA»  |e  secure  i  only  by  a  wise  and  prudent  policy 
a^Jri-ciating  <beir  advantage. 
^  !jj  want  of  jforesight  should  neglect  the  culti- 
v»>«n  and  iijproveinent  of  them,  the  opportune 
iM^njent  mayjbe  lost,  perhaps,  for  centuries,  and 
iIH  energies  if  this  nation  be,  thereby,  prevented 
f;^{  developng  themselves,  and  from  making 
l.^yoon  whifh  IS  proffered  our  own. 

fet  irading^on  our  own  capital,  collisions  with 
ower  nationsjif  they  be  not  entirely  done  away, 
w'^  be  greatU  diminished. 

tj'tis  natur.U  order  of  things  exhibits  the  com- 
o^Tpement   ^f   a    new    epoch,    which    promises 
pl^cje,  securi^ty.  and  repose,  by  a  firm  and  steady 
i^Dce  on  :tjhe  produce  of  agriculture,  ou  the 
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treasures  that  are  embosomed  in  the  earth,  on  the 
genius  and  ingenuity  of  our  manufacturers  and 
mechanics,  and  on  the  intelligence  and  enterprise 
of  our  merchants. 

The  Government,  possessing  the  intelligence 
and  the  art  of  improving  the  resources  of  the  na- 
tion, will  increase  its  efficient  powers,  and,  en- 
joying the  confidence  of  those  whom  a  has  made 
happy,  will  oppose  to  the  assailant  of  the  nation's 
rights,  the  true,  the  only  invincible  segis — the 
unity  of  will  and  strength. 

Causes  producing  war  will  be  few  ;  should  war 
take  place  its  calamitous  consequences  will  be 
mitigated,  and  the  expenses  and  burdens  of  such 
a  state  of  things  will  fall  with  a  weight  less  op- 
pressive and  injurious  on  the  nation.  The  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  war  were  greatly  increased 
by  a  dependence  on  foreign  supplies;  ibe  prices 
incident  to  such  a  dependence  will  always  be 
high. 

Had  not  our  nascent  manufacturing  establish- 
ments increased  the  quantity  of  commodities,  at 
that  time  in  demand,  the  expenditures  would 
have  been  much  greater,  and  consequences  the 
most  fatal  and  disastrous,  alarming  even  in  con- 
templation, would  have  been  the  fate  of  this  na- 
tion. The  experience  of  the  past  teaches  a  lesson 
never  to  be  forgotten,  and  points  emphatically  to 
the  remedy.  A  wise  Government  should  heed 
its  admonitions,  or  the  independence  of  this  na- 
tion will  be  exposed  to  "  the  shafts  of  fortune." 

The  committee,  keeping  in  view  the  interest  of 
the  nation,  cannot  refrain  from  stating  that  cot- 
ton fabrics  imported  from  India,  interfere  not  less 
with  that  encouragement  to  which  agriculture  is 
justly  entitled,  than  they  do  with  that  which 
ought  reasonably  to  be  accorded  to  the  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  wool.  The  raw  material  of 
which  they  are  made  is  the  growth  of  India,  and 
of  a  quality  inferior  to  our  own. 

The  fabrics  themselves,  in  point  of  duration 
and  use.  are  likewise  inferior  to  the  substantial 
fabrics  of  American  manufacture.  Although  the 
India  cotton  fabrics  can  be  sold  for  a  lower  price 
than  the  American,  yet  the  difference  in  the  tex- 
ture is  so  much  in  favor  of  the  American,  that 
the  latter  may  be  safely  considered  as  the  cheapest. 

The  distance  of  most  of  the  Western  States 
from  the  ocean,  the  exuberant  richness  of  the  soil, 
and  the  variety  of  its  products,  forcibly  impress 
the  mind  of  the  committee  with  a  belief  that  all 
these  causes  conspire  to  encourage  manufactures, 
and  to  give  an  impetus  and  direction  to  such  a 
disposition.  Although  the  Western  States  may 
be  said  to  be  in  the  gristle,  in  contemplation  of 
that  destiny  to  which  they  are  hastening,  yet  the 
products  of  manufactures  in  those  Stales  are  be- 
yond every  calculation  that  could  reasonably  be 
made;  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many  enlight- 
ened and  virtuous  men,  who  have  supposed  that 
the  inducement  to  agriculture,  and  the  superior 
advantages  of  that  life,  would  suppress  any  dis- 
position of  that  sort  of  industry.  But  theories, 
how  ingeniously  soever  they  may  be  constructed, 
how  much  soever  they  may  be  made  to  conform 
to  the  laws  of  symmetry  and  beauty,  are  no  sooner 
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brought  into  conflict  with  facts,  than  they  fall 
into  rums.  In  viewing  their  fragments  the  mind 
is  irresistibly  led  to  render  the  homage  due  to  the 
?enius  and  taste  of  the  architects,  but  cannot  re- 
frain from  regretting  the  waste,  to  no  purpose,  of 
superior  intellects.  The  Western  States  prove 
the  fallacy  of  such  theories;  they  appear  in  their 
growth  and  expansion  to  be  in  advance  of  thou<yht; 
while  the  political  economist  is  drawing  t^eir 
portraits,  their  features  change  and  enlarge,  with 
such  rapidity,  that  his  pencil  in  vain  endeavors 
to  catch  their  expression,  and  to  fix  their  physi- 
ognomy. 

It  is  to  their  advantage  to  manufacture,  be- 
cause, by  decreasing  the  bulk  of  the  articles,  they 
at  the  same  time  increase  their  value  by  labor, 
bring  them  to  market  with  less  expense,  and  with 
the  certainty  of  obtaining  the  best  prices. 

Those  States  understanding  their  interest  will 
not  be  diverted  from  its  pursuit.  In  the  encour- 
agement of  manufactures  they  find  a  stimulus 
for  agriculture. 

Ttie  manufacturers  of  cotton,  in  making  appli- 
cation to  the  National  Government  for  encour- 
agement, have  been  induced  to  do  so  for  many 
reasons.  They  know  that  their  establishments 
arenewand  in  their  infancy.and  that  they  have  to 
encounter  a  competition  with  foreign  establish- 
ments that  have  arrived  at  maturity,  that  are 
supported  by  a  large  capital,  and  that  have  from 
the  Government  every  protection  that  can  be 
required. 

The  American  manufacturers  expect  to  meet 
with  all  the  embarrassments  which  jealous  and 
monopolizing  policy  can  suggest.  The  commit- 
tee are  sensible  of  the  force  of  such  considera- 
tions. They  are  convinced  that  old  practices 
and  maxims  will  not  be  abandoned  to  favor  the 
United  Slates.  The  foreign  manufacturers  and 
merchants  will  put  in  requisition  all  the  powers 
of  ingenuity  ;  will  practice  whatever  art  can 
devise,  and  capital  can  accomplish,  to  prevent 
the  American  manufacturing  establishments  from 
striking  root  and  nourishing  in  their  rich  and 
native  soil.  By  the  allowance  of  bounties  and 
drawbacks,  the  foreign  manufacturers  .and  mer- 
chants will  be  furnished  with  additional  means 
of  carrying  on  the  conflict,  and  of  insuring 
success. 

The  American  manufacturers  have  good  rea- 
sons for  all  their  apprehensions  ;  they  have  much 
at  stake;  they  have  a  large  capital  employed, 
and  are  feelingly  alive  for  its  fate.  Should  ihe 
National  Government  not  afford  them  protection, 
the  dangers  which  invest  and  threaten  them  will 
destroy  all  their  hopes,  and  will  close  their  pros- 
pects of  utility  to  their  country.  A  reasonable 
encouragement  will  sustain  and  keep  them  erect; 
but,  if  they  fall,  they  fall  never  to  rise  again. 

The  foreign  manufacturers  and  merchants 
know  this,  and  will  redouble  with  renovated 
zeal  the  stroke  to  prostrate  them.  They  also 
know  that,  should  the  American  manufacturing 
establishments  fall,  their  mouldering  piles,  the 
visible  ruins  of  a  legislative  breath,  will  warn 
all  who  shall  tread  in  ihe  same  footsteps,  of  the 


doom,  the  inevitable  destiny  of  their  establish- 
ments. 

The  National  Government,  in  viewing  the  dis- 
astrous effects  of  a  short-sighted  policy,  may  re- 
lent, but  what  can  relenting  avail?  Can  it  raise 
the  dead  to  life  ?  Can  it  give  for  injuries  inflicted 
the  reparation  that  is  due?  Industry,  in  every 
ramification  of  society,  will  feel  the  shock,  and 
generations  will,  as  they  succeed  each  other,  feel 
the  effects  of  its  undulations.  Dissatisfaction  will 
be  visible  everywhere,  and  the  lost  confidence  and 
affections  of  the  citizens  will  not  be  the  least  of  the 
evils  the  Government  will  have  to  deplore.  But 
should  ihe  National  Government,  pursuing  an  en- 
lightened and  liberal  policy,  sustain  and  foster  the 
manufacturing  establishments,  a  few  years  would 
place  ihera  in  a  condition  to  bid  defiance  to  for- 
eign competition,  and  would  enable  them  to  in- 
crease the  industry,  wealth,  and  prosperity  of  the 
nation,  and  to  afford  to  the  Government,  in  times 
of  difficulty  and  distress,  whatever  it  may  require 
to  support  public  credit,  while  maintaining  the 
rights  of  the  nation. 

Providence,  in  bountifully  placing  within  our 
reach  whatever  can  administer  to  happiness  and 
comfort,  indicates  plainly  to  us  our  duty,  and 
what  we  owe  to  ourselves.  Our  resources  are 
abundant  and  inexhaustible. 

The  stand  that  Archimedes  wanted  is  given  to 
the  National  and  State  governments,  and  labor- 
saving  machinery  tenders  the  lever— the  power 
of  bringing  those  resources  into  use. 

This  power  imparts  incalculable  advantages  to 
a  nation  whose  population  is  not  full.  The  Uni- 
ted Stales  require  the  use  of  this  power,  because 
they  do  not  abound  in  population.  The  diminu- 
tion ot  manual  labor,  by  means  of  machinery,  in 
cotton  manufacture  in  Great  Britain  was,  in  the 
year  1810,  as  two  hundred  to  one. 

Our  manufacturers  have  already  availed  them- 
selves of  this  power,  and  have  profited  by  it.  A 
little  mure  experience  in  making  machines,  and 
in  managing  them  with  skill,  will  enable  our 
manufacturers  to  supply  more  fabrics  than  are 
necessary  for  the  home  demand. 

Competition  will  make  the  prices  of  the  arti- 
cles low,  and  the  extension  of  the  cotton  manu- 
factories will  produce  that  competition. 

One  striking  and  important  advantage  which 
labor-saving  machines  bestow  is  this,  that  in  all 
their  operations  they  require  few  men,  as  a  refer- 
ence to  another  part  of  this  report  will  show. 
No  apprehensions  can  then  be  seriously  enter- 
tained that  agriculture  will  be  in  danger  of  hav- 
ing its  efficient  laborers  withdrawn  from  its  service. 
On  the  contrary,  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments increasing  the  demand  for  raw  materials 
will  give  to  agriculture  new  life  and  expansion. 

The  committee,  after  having,  with  great  de- 
ference and  respect,  presented  to  this  House  this 
important  subject,  in  various  points  of  view,  feel 
themselves  constrained,  before  concluding  this 
report,  to  offer  a  few  more  observations,  which 
they  consider  as  being  immediately  connected 
with  it.  and  not  less  so  wiih  the  present  and 
future  prosperity  of  this  nation. 
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|e  prosp^ts  of  an  enlarged  commerce  are 
.  ..CatteriDg.  ^ 

jt/ery  naticJi,  in  times  of  peace,  will  supply  its 
cjv;;lVants  frt^m  its  own  resources,  or  from  those 
of),*.iiet  nalioijs. 

•  ^'hen  supfilies  are  drawn  from  foreign  coun- 
titi|,  (he  interiiourse  which  will  ensue  will  furnish 
^l|lpyment  {{>  the  navigation  only  of  the  coun- 
i^iH  ronnectt'l  by  their  reciprocal  wants. 
'  1|i|r  concer*  does  not  arise  from,  nor  can  it  be 
^ised  by,  ;$ie  limitation  which  our  navigation 
rade  wi^l  have  pre>cribed  to  them,  by  the 
and  api'.irenl  repose  in  Europe, 
apprel^'nsions  arise  from  causes  that  can- 
sjnimate  l;y  their  effects.     Look  wheresoever 
eye  can  gtance.  and  what  are  the  objects  that 
\  the  visiJn?     On  the  continent  of  Europe 
i«try,  depp^ved  of  its  motive  and  incitement, 
aralyzed:^*  the   accumulated  wealth   of  age», 
by  ihKhand  of  military  despotism,  is  ap- 
^)riated  toSind  squandered  on  objects  of  arabi- 
*     the  orJiV  of  things  unsettled,  and  confidence 
U^en  maD^and  man  annihilated.     Every  mo- 
ni^i4  is  loolrt^J  for  with  tremulous,  anxious,  and 
it^<|ased  sol4ritude ;   hope  languishes,  and  com- 
aJSrJial  enteA^rise  stiffens  with  fear.     The  politi- 
c;5l)orizun  a^>pears  to  be  calm,  but  many,  of  no 
oSi?iary  sagacity,  think   they  behold   signs  por- 
iil^tfius  of  a  I'haoge — the  indications  of  a  violent 
t^,. If  est  which  will  again  rage  and  desolate  that 
d   jated  regii*n. 

bould  tlii5<  prediction  fail,  no  change  for  the 
bj|t|'r,  und^t  existing  circumsiances,  can  take 
j,ttc^.  Where  despotism,  military  despotism, 
ijetts,  silenf^o  and  fearful  stillness  must  prevail, 
ch  is  thi  prospect  which  continental  Europe 
eil'lbits  to  iltf  enterprise  of  American  merchants. 


the  United  States  dependent  on  any  nation  for 
supplies  absolutely  neces.sary  for  defence,  for  com- 
fort, and  for  accomniodation  ? 

Will  not  the  strength,  the  political  energies  of 
this  nation  be  materially  impaired,  at  any  time, 
but  fatally  so  in  those  of  difticuhy  and  distress, 
by  such  dependence'/ 

Do  not  the  suggestions  of  wisdom  plainly  show 
that  the  security,  the  peace,  and  the  happiness  of 
this  nation  depend  on  opening  and  enlarging;  all 
our  resources,  and  drawing  from  them  whatever 
shall  be  required  for  public  use  or  private  accom- 
modation ? 

The  committee,  from  the  views  which  they 
have  taken,  consider  the  situation  of  the  manu- 
facturing establishments  to  be  perilous.  Some 
have  decreased,  and  others  have  suspended  busi- 
ness.  A  liberal  encouragement  will  put  them 
again  into  operation,  with  increased  powers  ;  but, 
Nhould  it  be  withheld,  they  will  be  prostrated. 
Thousands  will  be  reduced  to  want  and  wrt- tchcd- 
ness.  A  capital  of  near  §60,000  0(X)  will  become 
inactive,  the  greater  part  of  which  will  be  a  dead 
lo.vs  to  the  manufacturers.  Our  improvidence 
may  lead  to  fatal  consequences ;  the  Powers 
jealous  of  our  growth  and  prosperity  will  acquire 
the  resources  and  strength  which  this  Guvero- 
menl  neglects  to  improve.  It  requires  no  pro- 
phet to  toretell  the  use  that  foreign  Power>  will 
make  of  them. 

The  committee,  from  all  the  considerations 
which  they  have  given  to  this  subject,  are  deeply 
impressed  with  a  conviction  that  tiie  manufactur- 
ing eblabliahineais  of  cotton    wool    are   of   real 


0  it  be'^pojsible  for  them  to  find  in  that  re- 


f   S17,00.;i,000,    the    balance    due   for   British 
Jiufactur(tf>  imported?  this  balance  being  over 
above  tje  value  of  all  the  exports  to  foreign 
iitries  fr^m    the    United    States.     The   view 


utility  to  the  agricultural  interest,  and  that  they 
contribute  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Union. 

Under  the  inhucnce  ol  this  conviction  the  com- 
mittte  beg  leave  to  tender,  respecllully,  with  this 
>$  sources^which  will  supply  them  with  more  j  report,  the  following  resolution  : 

iffe*o/red.  That,  (rum  and  after  the  30th  day  of 
June  next,  in  lieu  of  the  duties   now  authorized 
by  law,   ihere  be   laid,  levied,  and   collected,  on 
cotton  goods   importeil    into   the  United   States, 
^h  is  given  of  the  dreary  pruspect  of  comraer- j  and    the    Territories    thereof,   from  any    foreign 

f  advantsjjes  accruing  to  the  United  Slates  by  I  country  whatever, per  centum  ad  valorem, 

•atercoucie  with  continental  Europe  is  believed     being  not  less  then cents  per  square  yard. 

|»e  just.  .The  statement  made  of  the  great  j      The  number  of  cotton  spindles  supposed  to  be 
unce  in  ^vor  of  Great  Britain,  due  from  the    now  employed,  or  ready  to   be  employed,  in   the 


[iiited  States,  is  founded  on  matter  of  fact. 

■•Jo  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  are  gathered  to- 


United  Stales,  a  re  550,000;  but,  upon  sure  grounds, 
may  be  slated  at  500,000.     The  capital  necessary 


|ier,  and  held  many  powers,  which  they  have    to  carry  on  the  manufacture,  including  the  stock 
jt  been  ac'justoraed   hitherto  to  feel  and  to  ex        '^  '     '  .     .       .      - 

,"  ^se 


|;No  improper   motives  are  intended  to  be  im- 
|4i^d    to   tl^'jt   Government ;    but  does  not    ex- 
irience  tea^h  a  lesson  that  should  never  be  for- 
•!?•  tjen — tha|  Governments,  like  individuals,  are 
iJV^apt  ''to^'eel  power  and  forget  right  ?"     It  is 
inconsi^temr  with   national  decorum  to   be- 
[i^e  circu^ispect  and   prudent.      May  not  the 
'rernmeni    of   Great    Britain    be    inclined,   in 
lyziog  tie  basis  of  her  political  power,  to  con- 
?r  and  rtj^ard  the  United  States  as  her  rival, 
j^  to  indut>e  an  improper  jealousy — the  enemy 


peace  an 4  repose? 


an  it  bejpolitic.  in  any  point  of  view,  to  mak 
i 


of  cotton  wool,  the  yarn  in  the  hands  of  weavers, 
the  cloth  in  the  hands  of  tlie  agents,  ur  sold  at  a 
credit  of  six  months,  added  to  the  real  estate, 
buildings,  and  machinery, is  estimated  at  seventy- 
five  dollars  per  spindle,  which,  on  500,000  spin- 
iSles.  amounts  to  $37,500,000. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  constantly 
and  steadily  may  be  stated  at  one  hundred  thou- 
of  whom  not  more  than  one-ninth,  or,  perhaps, 
one-tenth  are  able-bodied  men;  the  rest  are  in- 
firm, feeble  men,  or  women  and  children.  The 
manufacture  must,  also,  give  incidental  employ- 
ment to  a  much  greater  number  of  persons,  in 
weaving  and  otherv/ise,  whose  ordinary  employ- 
ment is  agriculture,  and  who  devote  to  the  man- 
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ufacture  those  hours  of  Winter  and  bad  weather, 
when  the  labors  of  the  farm  are  suspended. 

After  calculating  the  cost  of  the  raw  material, 
the  labor,  interest  of  money  at  6  per  cent.,  insur- 
ance, repairs,  and  other  charges,  we  are  of  opin- 
ion that  a  duty  of  at  least  ten  cents  on  the  square 
yard  is  necessary  for  the  protectioa  of  the  Amer- 
ican manufacture,  and  that  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  even  40  or  50  per  cent,  on  the  India  goods,  on 
account  of  the  lowness  of  the  first  cost,  would  not 
give  the  requisite  encouragement.  It  may  not 
be  improper  here  to  state  that  an  increase  of  the 
duties  upon  cotton  goods,  generally,  though  it 
might  diminish  the  importation  of  such  goods  as 
we  make,  would,  on  the  whole,  not  diminish  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury,  because  the  increased 
receipts  from  such  goods  as  we  do  not  manufac- 
ture would  counterbalance  the  loss  on  such  as 
we  do. 

With  the  machinery  already  erected,  the  cot- 
ton manufacturers  can  supply  the  United  States 
with  about  ninety  millions  of  yards  of  cotton 
cloth  annually.  These  consist  chiefly  of  ging- 
hams, plaids,  bed-ticks,  stripes,  checks,  sheetings, 
shirtings,  and  in  part  of  canvass  and  velvets  and 
other  cut  stuffs. 

At  present  the  coarse  shirtings  made  from  yarn 
No.  12,  will  bring  about  23  cents  in  New  York, 
at  which  price  they  cannot  be  afforded  :  the  same 
article  has  been  sold  at  33  to  35  cents.  The  price 
must  necessarily  be  regulated  by  the  price  of 
cotton  wool  which  during  the  war  was  very  hi<»h 
at  the  .North,  and  since  the  war  has  been  high 
everywhere. 

The  principal  markets  are  the  cities  of  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  and,  in  a  less 
degree,  Charleston  and  Savannah:  from  these 
cities  they  are  spread  over  the  South  and  West. 

Of  the  number  of  spindles  now  in  operation, 
very  few  were  effectually  at  work  belore  the  war. 
Such  establishments  have  as  yet  reaped  no  profit 
whatever.  Had  the  whole  number  been  in  com- 
plete operation  before  the  war,  the  home  compe- 
tition would  have  reduced  the  |)rices  much  lower 
than  they  were;  but  the  greater  number  produced 
no  efiect  till  about  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

We  are  unable  to  state,  with  any  exactness,  the 
amount  or  value  of  cotton  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  m  different  years  ;  but,  to  show 
of  how  much  importance  this  trade  is  to  Great 
Britain,  we  would  state  that  between  a  quarter 
and  a  third  of  all  the  exports  of  British  produce 
and  manufacture  during  the  years  1806and  1807— 
say  £11,417,834,  on  an  average  of  the  two  years 
—were  made  to  the  United  States.  In  the  same 
years,  the  real  value  of  cotton  goods  exported  to 
the  United  States  from  Great  Britain  (exclusive 
ot  Scotland)  was,  on  an  average  of  the  two  years, 
£4,393,449,  and  of  woollen  goods,  £4  591,437— 
being  §19,000,000  of  cotton,  and  §20,000,000  of 
woollen. 

It  IS  proper  to  add,  that  there  is  now  one  manu- 
faciury  of  cut  fustians  and  velvets  at  Hudson,  and 
another  about  to  begin  at  Frankfort,  and  that 
these  goods  require  a  duty  higher  tlian  we  have 
proposed  for  other  goods.     They  cost  more— say 


from  lid.  to  30<i.  per  yard  of  18  inches  width- 
and  therefore  will  require  a  duty  of  30  cents  per 
square  yard  for  such  as  cost  23tZ.  and  under,  and 
36  cents  fur  such  as  cost  more. 


TARIFF  OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Comnaunicated  to  the  House,  February  13,  1816.] 
Treascrv  Departme.nt,  Feb.  12, 1816. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  23d  of  February,  1815,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  general  tariff  of  duties  proper  to  be  im- 
posed on  imported  goody,  wares, and  merchandise. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

On  the  23d  February,  1815,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives 'Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  directed  to  report  to  Congress,at  their 
next  session,  a  general  tariff  of  duties  proper  to 
be  imposed  upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise," 
and,  in  obedience  to  that  resolution,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  now  the  honor  to  lay  before 
Congress  the  following  report,  comprehending— 

I.  A  view  of  the  tariff  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  incidents  upon  the  Peace  Establishment. 

II.  A  statement  ot  the  general  principles  for 
reforming  the  tariff  of  the  United  States,  includ- 
ing the  means  of  enforcement. 

III.  A  general  tariff  proposed  for  the  consider: 
ation  of  Congress. 

I.  A  view  of  the  Tariff  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
its  incidents  upon  the  Peace  Establishment. 
By  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  1st  July, 
1812,  the  permanent  duties  previously  imposed  by 
law  upon  goods  imported  into  the  United  Stales 
from  loreign  places  were  doubled  ;  an  addition  of 
10  per  cent,  was  made  to  the  double  duties  upon 
goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  United  Slates; 
and  vessels  belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to  the  sub- 
jects of  foreign  Powers,entering  the  United  States, 
were  charged  with  an  additional  tonnage  duty  of 
$1  50  per  ton.     This  act  was  limited  in  its  con- 
tinuance to  the  period  of  one  year  after  the  peace 
With  Great  Britain,  and  it  expires  of  course  on 
the  17th  of  February,  1816.     The  act  (with  all  its 
supplements)  imposing  an  additional  duty,  com- 
monly called  the  "Mediterranean  Fund,"of  2^  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  imported  goods  paying 
duties  ad  valorem,  and  a  discriminating  duty  of 
10  per  cent  upon  that  additional  duty,  in  respect 
to  ail  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  United 
States,  had  expired  on  the  3d  March,  1815. 

Considering  the  subject,  therefore,  upon  the 
foundation  on  which  it  is  placed  by  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  Mediterranean  Fund,  and  by  the  res- 
toration of  peace,  the  annexed  table  (marked  A) 
exhibits  the  general  tariff  of  the  United  States, 
resulting  from  the  successive  acts  of  Congress 
imposing,  augmenting,  and  modifying  the  duties 
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UjJ-^ 


iraporte^  merchaodise.  compared  with  the 


r»»i  of  duties rproposed  for  the  new  tariff;  and  it 
IS  K«eptible  ^^(  the  discrimination  marked  in 


the 
t^t^  No.  1,  cqfmprisin^  the  articles  charged  with 
spJ2:6c  dutie?:;  No.  2.  comprising  the  articles 
ciijged  with. duties  ad  valorem,  at  the  several 
rai* ')f  12^  percent.,  15  per  cent.,  and  20  percent.; 
ani4|lilo.  3,  coiiiprising  the  articles  that  are  free 
frcrt  duty.       ; 

■  i^ts  anoihe^  important  view  of  the  subject, 
cOaft'Cted  witl^  the  details  of  the  table  A.  that  the 
riWof  duty  ujpon  the  tonnage  of  vessels  of  the 
l^[|jfed  States-and  of  the  duties  upon  the  goods 
■wi^N  they  im'port,  is  less  than  upon  the  tonnage 
of  ^*her  vessel^,  and  of  their  cargoes.     Thus  : 

4!  {  .        1.  A  J  to  the  duty  on  tonnage. 
I^sorvessejs  of  the  United  Slates  entering  from 
Hfiy  foreign  port  or  place,  or  carrying  goods  from 
*Jle  district  10  another  district,  are  charged  at 

Sh 


tj^  rate,  pe»- 
ijiaor  vesse/ 
Jfliites,  but  I* 


ton  of 
e/s  built  within  the 


b  cts. 


United 

tielonging  wholly  or  in  part 

iiii  ihe  subj^ts  of  foreign  Powers,  en- 

■ftj-mg  from  %  foreign  place  or  port,  are 

clja^rged  at  tjie  rate,  per  ton.  of    - 

Sfij^sor  vessel^  of  every  other  description 

filtering  frc^n  a  foreign  port  or  place, 

'dirj-ying  go4ds  from  one  district  to  an- 

;o4i:tfr  districj  within  the  United  States, 

•t^'charged  ^t  the  rate,  per  ton,  of 

Ajta*  ft  may  ht\  properly  here  added  that 

!^'|ips   and    \»essels    not  of  the   United 

iS|4tes,  or  nvjt  wholly  owned  by  Araer- 

pA\i  citizeni'.  entering  the  ports  of  the 

.  Xiijted  States,  are  charged  by  law  with 

't.^j  duty  catted  '•  light  money,"  at  the 

^,  per  to^  of    - 


30  do. 


50  do. 


-    50  do. 


'  J    2,  As  tii'the  duty  on  goods  imported. 

H^^  fliscrimii  iting  duty  imposed  by  law  on  goods 
iai|fciried  in  vessels  of  the  United  States  is  not 
mi^'  e  a  direct  charge  upon  the  goods  as  specified 
ia  "Ire  table  ^,  but  it  is  charged  generally  upon 
lirjl-ate  of  dutjr  imposed  on  the  like  goods,  when 
ijjiArted  in  vessels  of  the  United  States;  and  it 
ii  fctiiformly  a^i  addition  of  10  per  cent,  upon  the 
Aiitrican  rati  of  duty,  whether  that  be  specific 
or  ih-  valoremg 

iHpie  discririinaling  duty  is  to  be  considered, 
bo;lever,  in  cjnnejcion  with  the  treaties  and  acts 
of  i'Dngress  vihich  hare  subjected  it  to  tempo- 
r»r|  br  perma*ent  modifications.  Thus,  1.  The 
I^cjli^iana  Cc*ivention  suspended  the  discnral- 
i^irog  duties  |jr  a  period  of  twelve  years,  ( which 
6th  March,  1816,)  in  relation 
lish  vessels  and  cargoes  arriv- 
;d  Territory.  2.  The  conven- 
ti(l  lo  regular  the  commerce  between  the  terri- 
t())[  I  of  the  |LJnued  States  and  His  Britannic 
M  t  ^ty  will  s  ispend  the  discriminating  duties  in 
reliiuon  to  British  vessels  and  cargoes  arriving 
wi|  tin  the  United  Stales  from  the  British  terri- 
to,  ik  in  Europe,  for  a  period  of  four  years,  com- 
ifl|^ciDg  ou  tlje  3d  July,  1815.  And,  3.  The  act 
oT-Im  3d  Marph,  1815,  has  authorized  the  kboli- 


i^|,/Q^  duties  |jr  a  pe 
vf  i|l  irxpire  oij  the  6 
to  jlliiench  anc4Spani 
iQAf^ithin  the'iceded 


;) 


tioQ  of  the  discriminating  duties  in  relation  to 
every  foreign  nation  which  shall  abolish  such  of 
its  discriminating  and  countervailing  duties  as  are 
disadvantageous  to  the  United  States. 

The  duty  on  tonnage  is  payable  at  the  time  of 
entry;  but.  before  the  product  of  the  duties  on 
goods  imported  reaches  the  public  Treasury,  the 
collection  is  affected  by  the  credit  which  the  law 
allows  to  the  importer,  and  the  amount  is  liable 
to  a  reduction,  by  the  allowance  of  drawbacks  and 
bounties,  as  well  as  by  the  expense  of  collection. 

1st.  As  to  the  credit  for  duties  on  goods  imported. 

On  the  produce  of  the  West  Indies,  (salt  ex- 
cepted,) and  on  goods  imported  by  sea  from  all 
foreign  ports  and  islands  lying  north  of  the  equa- 
tor, and  situated  on  the  eastern  shores  of  Amer- 
ica, it  is  three  months  for  one-half,  and  six  months 
for  the  other  half. 

On  salt  it  is  nine  months. 

On  Madeira,  and  all  other  wine;,  it  is  twelve 
months. 

On  goods  imported  from  Europe,  (other  than 
wines,  salt,  and  teas.)  it  is  eight  months  for  one- 
third,  ten  months  for  one-third,  and  twelve  months 
for  one-third. 

On  goods  (other  than  wines,  salt,  and  teas) 
imported  from  any  other  place  than  Europe  and 
the  West  Indies,  it  is  six  months  for  one-half,  nine 
months  for  one-fourth,  and  twelve  months  for 
one-fourth. 

Oil  teas  imported  from  China  or  Europe  it  is 
conditionally,  upon  deposites,  two  years,  subject, 
as  intermediate  sales  may  be  effected,  to  payments 
at  four  months,  eight  months,  or  twelve  months, 
according  to  the  amount  of  sales,  respectively. 

2d.   As  to  the  drawback  of  duties  on  goods  ex- 
ported. 

The  general  provision  of  the  law  allows  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  on  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States,  provided  they  amount  to  fifty 
dollars,  if  the  goods  be  exported  within  twelve 
calendar  months  after  the  importation  to  any  for- 
eign port  or  place  other  than  the  dominions  of 
any  foreign  State  immediately  adjoining  to  the 
United  States.  This  local  limitation  has  been 
modified,  however,  so  as  to  authorize  an  exporta- 
tion, with  the  benefit  of  the  drawback,  from 
Louisiana  to  any  port  or  place  situated  to  the 
southward  thereof. 

To  the  general  provision  of  the  law  for  the 
allowance  of  drawback  there  are  some  exceptions: 
Ibt.  The  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  imposed 
upon  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  United 
Slates,  is  not  the  subject  of  drawback.  2dly. 
The  right  of  exportation  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back is  not  allowed  in  the  case  of  foreign  dried 
and  pickled  fish,  and  other  salted  provisions,  fish 
oil,  or  playing  cards.  3dly.  The  rate  of  a  half 
cent  per  gallon  on  spirits,  with  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  the  duties,  and  the  rate  of  three  and 
a  half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  duties  on 
ail  other  goods  imported,  is  to  be  retained,  when 
they  are  exported  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  as 
an  indemnification  for  the  expense  accrued  coo- 
cerning  them. 


«- 
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3d.   As  to  the  allowance  of  bounties  on  exports. 

The  act  of  the  29ih  of  July,  1813.  (which  will 
expire  on  the  17ih  of  February,  1916.)  when  it 
imposed  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel  upon 
imported  salt,  allowed  a  bounty  upon  all  exported 
pickled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  rale  of  twenty  cents  per  barrel,  provided 
the  fish  were  wholly  cured  with  foreign  salt,  on 
which  a  duty  had  been  paid  or  secured.  The 
same  act  authorizes  an  annual  allowance  to  the 
owners  and  crews  of  American  vessels  and  boats 
employed  in  the  fisheries,  graduated  according  to 
the  tonnage. 

The  act  of  the  24th  of  July,  1813,  (which  will 
also  expire  on  the  17th  of  February,  1816.)  when 
it  imposed  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound  upon 
all  sugars  refined  within  the  United  States,  au- 
thorized a  drawback,  in  the  nature  of  a  bounty, 
upon  all  such  of  the  sugar  so  refined,  as  shoufd 
be  exported  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place. 

4th.    As  to  the  expense  of  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports. 

The  successful  collection  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ports, before  the  introduction  of  the  restrictive 
system,  depended  more  upon  the  integrity  of  the 
commercial  community  than   upon   the   rigor  of  i 


the  laws,  or  an  expen«;ive  vigilance  at  the  custom- 
house. It  is  not  to  be  denied  or  disregarded,  how- 
ever, that  soon  after  that  event  the  spirit  of  illicit 
commerce  was  kindled,  that  it  spread  during  the 
late  war,  and  that,  with  every  just  reliance  upon 
the  honor  of  the  American  merchant,  measures  of 
great  energy  have  become  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  fair  trader,  as  well  as  for  the  security  of 
the  revenue.  Hitherto  the  average  annual  expense 
of  collection  may  be  stated  at  nearly  four  per  cent, 
upon  the  annual  product  (exclusive  of  the  fees 
paid  by  individuals,  which  may  be  estimated  at 
one  per  cent,  more)  during  a  season  of  open  and 
prosperous  commerce ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
effect  of  an  increased  expenditure  m  the  employ- 
ment of  the  means  which  are  necessary  to  pre- 
vent and  detect  offences  against  the  laws,  will  so 
augment  the  product  of  the  duty,  as  to  afford  a 
certain  and  ample  equivalent  for  the  original  ad- 
vance. 

The  operation  of  the  tariff,  exhibited  in  table 
A,  with  the  incidents  which  have  been  stated, 
may  be  concisely  viewed  with  reference  to  two 
periods  in  the  commerce  of  the  United  States : 
1st.  Before  the  introduction  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, Irom  1804  to  1807,  both  years  inclusive  ;  and, 
2d,  after  the  introduction  of  the  restrictive  system, 
from  1808  to  1811,  both  years  inclusive.    Thus — 


The  average  annual  gross  product  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported 
The    average  annual   amount  of  debentures  issued   for  drawback  on 

merchandise  imjwrted    ------.-. 

The  average  annual  amount  of  bounties  and  allowances  ... 
The  average  annual  product  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported,  after 

deducting  drawbacks,  bounties,  <Scc.         ...... 

The  average  annual  product  of  the  ad  valorem  duties,  including  the 

Mediterranean  fund,  after  deducting  ditto 

The  average  annual  product  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  afler  deduct- 
ing ditto  --.-..-...- 
The  average  annual  product  of  the  specific  duties,  after  deducting  do. 
The  average  annual  product  of  the  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  retained 

on  drawback  .......... 

The  average  annual  product  of  the  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  in 

merchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessel*  _  .  .  .  - 
The  average   annual   product   cf  duties  on  merchandise  imported  in 

Amenran  vessels,  after  deducting  drawbacks,  6lc.  .... 
The  average  annual  product  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported  in 

foreign  vessels        ........-- 

The  average  annual  product  of  duties  on  tonnage  -  -  -  .  - 
The  average  annual  product  of  light-money  .  .  .  -  - 
Th«  average  annual  expenses  on  collection         ..... 


During  the  four 
years,  from  1804 
to  1807,  both  in- 
clusive. 


$24,226,091   51 

8,714,073  50 
192,700  37 

15,319,317  64 

6,536,975  89 

968,066  36 
8,265,737   10 

318,917  06 

197,687   59 

13,144,754  18 

2,174,663  46 

160,660  50 

51,869  90 

564,813  88 


During  the  four 
years,  from  1808 
to  1811,  both  in- 
clusive'. 


$12,423,774  09 

2,755,602  25 
53,036  23^ 

9,615,135  61 

4,316,329  43 

692,299  38 
6,073,278  80 

100,203  75 

125,323  63 

8,236,575  68 

1,378,659  93 

169,135  90 

32,165  42 

479,633   12 
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II.  A  '^uiement  ojf  the  general  principles  for  re- 
forSlg  the  tak.ff  of  the  United  States,  includ- 
ing^!, i  means  ■]/  enforcement. 

ThUtariff  whV'h  has  been  thus  generally  re- 
viewtif  Originate(f  in  the  year  1790,  soon  after  the 
organ  Jiti ion  of  ijie  Federal  Government.  Not- 
with!?iJt:ding  the. various  alterations  to  which  it 
was  i-jyjected  during  the  long  period  of  Ameri- 
can rhiiirality.  itfcertainly  has  not  been  left  in  a 
stall."  ^uapted  to  |he  present  epoch.  The  peace 
of  F.i  tdpe  will  give  a  new  course  and  character 
to  ilitfT^nini^'"*^^  *^^'h^  world  ;  and  the  condition 
liled  S(t:es  is  essentially  changed  in  pop- 
wealtij,  in  the  employment  of  labor 
and  ^'i  ^;ial,  in  tht;  demand  of  luxuries,  or  of  ne- 
cessiii|  -i  for  con'^Jjraption,  and  in  the  native  re- 
•  0  supplyUhe  demand.     These  considera- 


lU    111'     I  T'li 

of  ilirft^ni 
ulaij(^,(,  in 


sourv'4 
lion{ 


icibly  rec(lmmend  the  measure  of  revision 
and  Vj  jLrra  which  is  now  contemplated  ;  the  task, 
how:>  ic;.  IS  not  niore  important  in  its  object  than 
difficiif  in  the  ptjrformance.  The  means  of  in- 
foriTiJ<^('/n  are  sclittered  and  imperfect.  Many 
conflii^aig  intereiis  and  prejudices  are  to  be  rec- 
li^^  and.  in  »he  unsettled  state  of  commerce, 
f  any  plai  connected  with  its  operations 
tiavoidably  rest  upon  hypothesis,  and  be 
by  future;  experiment.  In  every  effort, 
r;;,  to  dimifii^h  the  force  of  these  obstacle?, 
Jor  reliance  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  Le- 
>:  has  beeu  respectfully  indulged. 

ing  the^proposiiions  which  this  report 
nil  to  thi  consideration  of  Congress  for 
...^  -  -jiMishmeniiof  a  general  tariff,  three  great 
objecflliave  beer*^  principally  regarded  :  1st.  The 
objecf^f  raising",  by  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage.Klje  proportion  of  public  revenue  which 
must  j^' drawn  fr|>ra  that  source.  2d.  The  ob- 
ject cjiqonciiiaiit'^  the  various  national  interests, 
whicfsdj"ise  frora«he  pursuits  of  agriculture,  man- 
ufact|^|'«is,  trade. 'and  navigation;  and.  3d.  The 
objticfjcif  rendering  the  collection  of  the  duties 
couv^^l^nt,  equfti,  and  certain. 

1.;  Jifte  report  which  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  iVff^ns  presented  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
ativt'iip'i  the  Othjday  of  January,  1816,  furnishes 
a  fou^()»tion  to  e^iimate.  with  ^utlicient  precision, 
for  tlii  Jiresent  piirpose,  the  proportion  of  the  pub- 
lic ;ifi1nue  to  le  annually  raised  through  the 
raed;ii  ..xi  of  the  customs. 

!(«re   Btated^ihat  the  amount  of  the  annual  de- 
:>  of  the  P«^ce  Establishment  may  be  placed  at 

Jl5,778,669 


It 


m 
tbi 


>n  'i 


'..  r. 


jfn  of  '-i 

Butftl'thia  sum  ii  is  now  proper  to  add 
the  ijeneral  amo'int  which  in  appropri- 
lU':  litjr  the  payjnent  of  the  principal  of 
the  (ut^hc  debt,  f  .climated  at  $1,850,000 

The   ',  jFj-rence    between    the 

Tf,  jL>\iry   estimate    for   the 

naC '8er\-ice,    niade   upon 

coif*cfural  groiind,  and  the 

sUtft^entof  the 

the  j?(avy,  made 

;>fficial  doriiments,  to 

The  f  *':retary  of -the  Navy's 
•t«>'^ent,  after  adding  the 

■ 

t 
1 . 


r 

•  ulbcjuent  I 

KeTjt  of  tl 
upf :'  t>fficia 


sum  of  $200,000,  annually 
appropriated  for  three  years 
for  the  purchase  of  timber, 
being  -  -  $3,838,071 
The  Treasury  es- 
timate being     -     *^,716,510 


The  difference  being      -         -     1,121,561 

And  the  amount  which  is  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  add  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  (raising 
it  from  $8,000,000  to  $13,- 
150,000)  ....     5,150,000 


8,121,561 
$23,900,230 


The  annual  revenue  to  be  raised  for  the  service 
of  Goveinraent,  may  then  be  stated  in  round 
numbers  at  the  sum  of  $24,000,000,  independent 
of  any  provision  for  public  institutions  and  pub- 
lic improvements;  such  as  the  President  has  rec- 
ommended to  the  patronage  of  the  Legislature; 
such  as  the  patriotism  of  Congress  rnay,  from 
time  to  time,  be  induced  to  sanction  ;  and  such  as 
will  at  once  enlighten,  enrich,  and  adorn  the 
nation. 

Upon  the  general  principles  of  public  policy, 
developed  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  supply  for  all  the  expenses 
of  Government  will  be  derived,  in  part,  from  in- 
ternal duties  and  taxes,  but  principally  from  du- 
ties on  imports. 
Stating,  therefore,  the  amount  of  demand  for  revenue 

at $24,000,000 

It  bar  been  proposed  to  supply  annually, 
from  internal  duties  and  taxes,  and  from 
the  sales  of  public  lands,  the  sum  of 
$6,925,000;  that  is  to  say,  from  the 
direct  tax  on  lands,  houses,  and  slaves, 
the  sum  of  -  -  -  .$2,700,000 
From  the  duty  on  stills  the 

sum  of        -         -         -  1 ,200,000 

From  the  duty  on  stamps  the 

sum  of      -  -         -         -        400,000 

From  the  duty  on  refined  su- 
gar the  sum  of  •         -         •        150,000 
From   the   duty  on  carriages 

the  sum  of         -         -         -         175,000 
From  licenses  to  retailers,  (a 
tax   proposed  to   be  modi- 
fied) the  sum  of         •         -         900,000 
From   the  duties  on   sales  at 

auction  the  sum  of    -         -        400,000 
From  the  sales  of  public  lands 

the  sum  of        -         -         -     1,000,000 

6,925,000 


And  the  reliance  for  the  residue  of  the 
supply  must  be  of  course  upon  the  cus- 
toms, to  the  amount  of        •         -         .  $17,075,000 


It  is  here  to  be  considered,  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  contemplates 
the  abolition,  or  the  reduction  of  duties  or  taxes 
heretofore  pledged  "  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  toe  expenses  of  Government,  for  the  punctual 
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payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  for  creating  a 
Sinking   Fund,"    to   an    amount    not    less   than 
$7,064,340:  that  is  to  say- 
To   abolish  the  duties  on  furniture  and   watches,  on 

domestic  manufactures,   and  on  distilled   spirits,  in 

amount  about $3,864,340 

To  abolish  the  additional  duty  on  postage, 

in  amount  about  ....  300,000 

.\nd  to  take  from  the  direct  tax,  in  net 

amount,  about 2^00,000 


$7,064,340 


And  will  give,  for  the  amount  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  customs         -         .         .  $17,040,000 


2d.  The  social  compact  is  formed  on  the  basis 
of  a  surrender  of  a  part  of  the  natural  rights  of  in- 
dividuals, for  the  security  and  benefit  of  the  whole 
society.  The  Federal  compact  is  formed  on  the 
basis  of  a  surrender  of  a  part  of  the  political  rights 
of  each  State,  for  the  benefit  and  security  of  the 
whole  Confederation.  Hence,  in  the  attempt  "  to 
conciliate  the  variousnaiional  interests  whicharise 
from  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 
trade,  and  navigation."  it  is  necessary  to  recollect 
that  the  common  object  of  the  nation  will  not  in- 
variably correspond  with  the  separate  objects  of 
individuals,  or  of  their  professions,  nor  w:th  the 
local  objects  of  the  respective  States,  or  of  the 
industry  of  their  inhabitants. 

Under  the  beneficent  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence, the  territory  of  the  United  States  produces 
almost  all  the  natural  fruits  of  the  earth  ;  and. 
pursuing  the  subdivision  of  which  labor  is  suscep- 
tible, the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  almost  every  art,  and  every 
science,  within  the  scope  of  human  knowledge. 
But  the  fruits  produced,  although  they  are  i"he 
fruits  of  the  nation,  are  not  the  same  in  every 
State;  and  the  labor  employed,  although  it  be  the 
labor  of  the  nation,  is  employed  upon  very  differ- 
ent materials,  with  very  different  results  in  the 
principal  sections  of  the  Union. 

From  these  considerations  are  derived  the  prin- 
ciples of  general  policy  by  which  the  national 
character  is  formed,  and  the  national  interests  are 
maintained.  The  interests  of  agriculture  require 
a  free  and  constant  access  to  a  market  for  its 
staples,  and  a  ready  supply  of  all  the  articles  of 
use  and  consumption   on   reasonable  terms  ;   but 


And  for  supplying  this  sum  of  $7,064,340.  in 
observance  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  has  been  proposed  to  make  an  addition 
to  the  customs,  equal  lo  an  average  rate  of  forty- 
two  per  cent,  upon  the  products  of  the  duties  itn- 
posed  prior  to  the  act  of  the  1st  of  July,  1812,  by 
which  the  impost  wa^  doubled  (as  already  stated) 
during  the  continuance  of  the  late  war. 
If,  then,  the  average  annual  product  of  the  single  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage  may  be  estimated  (and 
It  cannot  be  prudently  estimated  higher)  at  the  sum 

of      -. $12,000,000 

The  addition  of  forty-two  per  cent.  up«n 

that  amount  will  yield  a  sum  of  -         -       5,040,000 


the  national  interest  may  require  the  establish- 
raent  of  a  domestic  in  preference  to  a  foreign 
market,  and  the  employment  of  domestic  in  pref- 
erence to  foreign  labor,  in  furnishing  the  neces- 
sary supplies.  And,  again,  the  inte'rests  of  for- 
eign commerce  flourish  most  when  foreign  com- 
merce is  the  only  medium  to  convey  the'natural 
products  of  the  country  to  a  market,  and  to  pro- 
vide lor  all  the  wants  of  the  people  in  the  fabrics 
of  the  manufacturer  and  the  artist;  but  the  na- 
tional interest  may  require  (contemplating  equal- 
ly the  state  of  peace  and  the  state  of  war)  that 
the  people  should  be  as  independent  in  the  re- 
sources of  their  subsistence  as  in  the  operations 
of  their  Government.  It  must,  however,  be  the 
aim  of  every  just  system  of  political  economy  to 
secure  the  national  interest  with  as  little  preju- 
dice as  possible  to  the  peculiar  interests  of  agri- 
culture and  of  commerce. 

There  are  few.  if  any,  governments  which  do 
not  regard  the  establishment  of  domestic  manu- 
factures as  a  chief  object  of  public  policy.  The 
United  States  have  always  so  regarded  it.  In 
the  earliest  acts  of  Congress,  which  were  passed 
after  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  the 
obligation  of  providing,  by  duties  on  imports,  for 
the  discharge  of  the  public  debts,  is  expressly 
connected  witli  the  policy  of  encouraging  and 
protecting  manufactures.  In  the  year  1790  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  by  the 
House  ol  Representatives  to  take  the  subject  of 
manufactures  into  consideration,  with  a  view 
particularly  to  report  upon  "the  means  of  pro- 
moting such  as  would  render  the  United  States 
independent  of  foreign  nations  for  military  and 
other  essential  supplies."  In  the  year  1810  the 
Legislature  again  manifested  a  marked  solicitude 
to  ascertain  the  progress  of  the  national  indepen- 
dence m  manufactures,  by  combining  the  busi- 
ness of  the  census  with  an  inquiry  in"to  the  state 
of  the  several  manufacturing  establishments  and 
manufactures  within  the  several  districts,  territo- 
ries, and  divisions  of  the  United  Slates.  But  it 
was  emphatically  during  the  period  of  the  re- 
strictive system  and  of  the  war,  that  the  impor- 
tance of  domestic  manufacturev  became  conspic- 
uous to  the  nation,  and  made  a  lasting  impression 
upon  the  mmd  of  every  statesman  and  of  every 
patriot.  The  weaponsand  munitions  of  war,  the 
necessaries  of  clothing,  and  the  comforts  of  liv- 
ing, were  at  first  but  scantily  provided.  The 
American  market  seemed,  for  a  while,  to  be  con- 
verted into  a  scene  of  gambling  and  extortion  ; 
and  it  was  not  the  least  of  the  evils  generated  by 
the  unequal  state  of  the  supply  and  the  demand, 
that  an  illicit  traffic  with  the  enemy,  by  land  and 
by  water,  was  corruptly  and  systematically  pros- 
ecuted from  the  commencement  to  the  termina- 
tion of  hostilities. 

From  these  circumstances  of  suffering  and 
mortification  have  sprung,  however,  the  means 
of  future  safety  and  independence.  It  has  beeo 
thought  that,  with  respect  to  industry  applied  to 
manufactures  as  well  as  wiih  respect  to  industry 
applied  to  commerce,  individuals  should  be  left 
lo  pursue  their  own  course  untouched   by   the 
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=-^l^»  "  [ 

halii  iof  Govetament,  either  to  impel  or  to  re- 
str|/t^  With^mt  examining  how  far  this  opiniorj 
is  Jiriciioned  t;y  experience,  it  is  sufficient  upon 
th»IjJei>eDt  oc(;*sioa  to  observe  that  the  Ameri- 
lijManu  fact  lit  es,  particularly  those  which  have 
.iJTntroduceJ  during  the  restrictive  system  and 
^r.  owe  tbeir  existence  exclusively  to  the 
i^l,  the  skitl,  the  enterprise,  and  the  industry 
(vate  cituens.  The  demands  of  the  coun- 
hile  the  acquisition  of  supplies  from  foreign 


ca 
be 


ciii>4try.  the  {..eservaiion  of  the  manufactures 
wj4i'  tj  private  citizens,  under  favorable  auspices, 
hif'i.  ^onstitutevi  the  property  of  the  nation,  be- 
d.;-!  1  a  consifferation  of  general  policy,  to  be 
re»3  \4d.  by  a-'  recollection  of  past  embarrass- 
nx^  f  by  the  'ertainty  of  an  increased  difficulty 
ot  4  losiatmg,  upon  any  emergency,  the  manu- 
facNres  which  shall  be  allowed  to  perish  and 
pa  ^laway.  and'.by  a  just  sense  of  the  influence  of 
doiif  siic  manu/actures  upon  the  wealth,  power, 
anifltjdependei^ce  of  the  Government. 

.?'!-'  object  <o  be  encouraged  and  protected 
m^f*,  in  Its  initrinsic  value,  as  well  as  in  its  gen- 
e^a||>ifluence,  ihe  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
Fj'dfci  the  peac#  of  17S3,  until  the  year  1808,  the 
or'iilij)  of  domtj^tic  manufactures  was  slow  but 
stfii*.  It  hai  since  been  bold,  rapid,  and  firm  ; 
iiii|L!at  the  present  period,  considering  the  cir- 
cij^i^iances  of  time  and  pressure,  it  has  reached 
ajs^^iton  of  uuexampled  prosperity.  The  at- 
t«^4n  however,  to  obtain  detailed  and  accurate 
irf^tjiaiion  up.jn  the  subject  has  only  been  suc- 
c<!^|iil  in  a  very  limited  degree  ;  and,  conse- 
qj>y^y,  ihe  rttjult  must  be  presented  to  the  view 
of  JU'fngress  rtiiher  as  an  outline  and  an  estimate 
l^in  AS  a  com^leie  and  demonstrative  statement 
Oi  T|([t."i.  Wua  this  understanding  the  American 
D^4('l'^<^'"^^'  nnay  be  satisfactorily  divided  into 
t^i^Jprincipal  classes,  allowing  for  such  diver- 
sfiijii.of  shade  ^s  will  sometimes  seem  to  render 
t4«0  elassificailoD  of  particular  manufactures 
dc'ilvful  or  art.itrary  : 

si^iat  c/a»*.  Manufactures  which  are  firmly 
aMjl'ermanenrty  established,  and  which  wholly, 
o^Jijiost  wholly,  supply  the  demand  for  domes- 
li'.Jlii;  and  coi;sumption. 

iH^d  clasH.  Manufactures  which,  being  re- 
cVflf  or  partiilly  established,  do  not  at  present 
sy^jjiv  the  deaitnd  for  domestic  use  and  con- 
si)i5)S)'ion,  but:  which,  with  proper  cultivation, 
ai;||4pable  of  >€ing  matured  to  the  whole  extent 

of  )f  <  demand, 

\wiird  class:  Manufactures  which  are  so  slight- 
ly Hiltivated  a/  to  leave  the  demand  of  the  coun- 
li;^!«f holly,  01  almost  wholly,  dependent  upon 
fi}i*l^n  sources;  for  a  supply. 

yJ.  class.  \u  the  first  class  it  is  believed  the 
f«(.-%4ving  articles  may  be  embraced  : 

Jwiiinet  wares  and  all  manufactures  of  wood. 
sl«ak^riages  ot  all  descriptions. 


Cables  and  cordage. 

Hats  of  wool,  fur,  leather,  chip,  or  straw,  and 
straw  bonnets. 

Iron  castings,  fire  and  side-arms,  cannon,  mus- 
kets, pistols. 

Window  glass. 

Leather,  and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  in- 
cluding saddles,  bridles,  and  harness. 

Paper  of  every  description  j  black  books. 

Priming  types. 

2d  class.  In  the  second  class  it  is  believed  the 
following  articles  may  be  embraced  : 

Cotton  goods  of  the  coarser  kinds. 

Woollen  fl[oods  of  the  coarser  kinds  generally, 
and  some  ot  the  finer  kinds. 

Metal  buttons. 

Plated  wares. 

Iron  manufactures  of  the  larger  kinds ;  shovels, 
spades,  axes,  hoes,  scythes,  dec. ;  nails,  large  and 
small. 

Pewter,  tin,  copper,  and  brass  manufactures. 

Alum,  copperas. 

Spirits,  beer,  ale,  and  porter. 

2d  class.  In  the  third  class  it  is  believed  the 
following  articles  may  be  embraced  : 

Cotton  manufactures  of  the  finer  kinds  ;  mus- 
lins, nankeens,  chintzes,  stained  and  printed  cot- 
tons of  all  descriptions. 

Linen  of  all  description?,  linen  cambric,  lawns. 

Hempen  cloths,  sailcloth,  Russian  and  Ger- 
man linens. 

Silk  goods  of  all  descriptions. 

Woollen  goods  of  many  descriptions;  worsted 
goods  of  all  kinds,  stutfs,  camblets,  blankets,  car- 
pets and  carpeting. 

Hosiery  of  all  descriptions,  including  knit  or 
woven  gloves. 

Hardware  and  ironmongery,  excepting  the 
large  articles,  cutlery,  pins,  needles. 

China  ware,  earthen  ware,  porcelain. 

Glass  of  all  descriptions,  except  window  glass 
and  phials. 

The  matured  state  of  the^rf^  class  of  manu- 
factures relieves  the  task  of  fortning  a  tariff,  with 
respect  to  them,  from  any  important  difficulty. 
Duties  might  be  freely  imposed  upon  the  impor- 
tation of  similar  articles,  amounting  wholly,  or 
nearly,  to  a  prohibition,  without  endangering  a 
scarcity  in  the  supply,  while  the  coin[)etition 
among  the  domestic  manufacturers  alone  would 
sufficiently  protect  the  consumer  from  exorbitant 
prices,  graduating  the  rates  of  the  market  gener- 
ally by  the  standard  of  a  fair  profit  upon  the  cap- 
ital and  labor  employed.  It  i<)  true,  however,  on 
the  other  hand,  that,  by  imposing  low  duties  upon 
the  imported  articles,  importation  would  be  en- 
couraged, and  the  revenue  increased  ;  but.  with- 
out adding  to  the  comfort,  or  deducting  from  the 
expense  of  the  consumer,  the  consumption  of  the 
domestic  manufacture  would,  in  an  equal  de- 
gree, be  diminished  by  that  operation,  and  the 
manufacture  itself  might  be  entirely  supplanted. 
It  IS,  therefore,  a  question  between  the  gain  of  the 
revenue  and  the  loss  of  the  manufacture,  to  be 
decided  upon  principles  of  national  policy.  Under 
the  circumstances  of  an  abundant  market  the  in- 
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terest  of  the  consumer  must  stand  indifferent, 
whether  the  price  of  any  article  be  paid  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturer,  or  of  the  importer ; 
but  a  wise  Government  will  surely  deem  it  better 
to  sacrifice  a  portion  of  its  revenue,  than  to  sacri- 
fice those  institutions  which  private  enterprise 
and  wealth  have  connected  with  public  prosperity 
and  independence. 

The  second  class    of   manufactures    presents 
considerations  of  the   most  interesting,  and   not 
of  the   least  embarrassing  nature,   in  the  forma- 
tion  of  a  tariff.      Some    remarks    have   already 
been  made  upon   the   danger   which   at    present 
threatens  those  manufactures,  as  well  as  upon  the 
policy  of  rendering  them  permanently  beneficial 
to  the  nation;  for  it  is  respectfully  thought  to  be 
in  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  by  a  well-timed 
and  well-directed  patronage,  to  place  them,  within 
a  very  limited  period,  upon  the  footing  on  which 
the  manufactures  included  in  the  first  class  have 
been    so    happily  placed,   by  the  lapse   of  a    few 
years,  and  the  perseverance  of  a  comparatively 
few  individuals.     The  means  of  promoting  this 
great  object  are  various,   but  it  appears  to  have 
been  the  early  and  continued  practice  and  policy 
of  the  Government  to  afford   encouragement  to 
domestic  products  and  manufactures,  rather  by 
the   imposition   of  protecting  duties  than  by  the 
grant  of  bounties  and  premiums ;  and,  indeed,  it 
is  in  that  course  alone  that  the  subject  properly 
falls  within  the  scope  of  the  present  report.     Al- 
though some  indjJgence  will  always  be  required, 
for  any  attempt  so   to   realize  the  national  inde- 
pendence in  the  department  of  manufactures,  the 
.sacrifice  cannot  be  either  great  or  lasting.     The 
inconveniences  of  the  day  will  be  amply  compen- 
sated   by  future  advantages.     The  agriculturist, 
whose  produce  and  whose  flocks  depend  for  their 
value  upon  ilie   fluctuations  of  a  foreign  market, 
will  have   no  occasion   eventually  to  regret  the 
opportunity  of  a  ready  sale  for  bis  wool  or  his 
cotton    in    his  own  neighborhood  ;  and    it    will 
soon  be  understood  that  the  success  of  the  Ameri- 
can manufacture,   which   tends   to  diminish  the 
profit  (often  the  excessive  profit)  of  the  importer, 
does  not  necessarily  add  to  the  price  of  the  article 
in  the  hands  of  the  consumer. 

Assuming,  therefqre.  the  ground,  liiat  the  man- 
ufactures of  the  second  class  will  be  fostered  by 
the  legislative  care,  the  amount  of  the  protecting 
duties,  and  the  mode  of  imposing  them,  in  order 
to  be  effectual,  become  important  considerations. 
It  must  be  agreed,  upon  all  hands,  that  the 
amount  of  the  duties  should  be  such  as  will  en- 
able the  manufacturer  to  meet  the  importer  m 
the  American  market  upon  equal  terms  of  profit 
and  loss,  and  that  the  mode  of  imposing  the  du- 
ties should  be  such  as  to  secure  the  resulting  com- 
petition from  the  influence  of  clandestine  or  illi- 
cit practices.  There  still,  however,  remains  a 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  amount  which 
will  be  competent,  and  .ts  to  the  mode  which 
will  be  efficient;  and  the  aim  of  this  report  will 
be  to  strike  the  medium  which  appears  to  be  best 
established  from  all  the  information  that  has  been 
collected. 


The  third  class  of  manufactures  does  not  re- 
quire further  attention,  at  this  time,  than  to  ad- 
just the  rate  of  duty  to  the  amount  of  revenue 
which  it  is  necessary  to  draw  from  them.  Thev 
have  not  yet  been  the  objects  of  American  cap- 
ital, industry,  and  enterprise,  to  any  important 
degree  ;  and  the  present  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  directed  to  protect,  and  not  to  create, 
manufactures. 

There  is,  however,  a  distinct  view  of  the  sub- 
ject which  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  Where  the 
demand  for  raw  materials,  or  manufactured  arti- 
cles in  any  of  the  departments  of  domestic  indus- 
try, is  wholly,  or  almost  wholly,  dependent  upon 
the  supply  from  foreign  nations,  the  access  to 
the  American  market  should  be  easy,  if  not  en- 
tirely free.  Acting  upon  this  principle  it  will 
be  proper,  above  all.  to  respect  the  mfrests  of 
ship-building  and  navigation  at  a  period  when 
the  equalization  of  the  duties  upon  tonnage  and 
merchandise,  by  the  operation  of  acts  of  Con- 
gress and  treaties,  will  probably  give  rise  to  an 
interesting  competition  between  foreign  vessels 
and  vessels  of  the  United  States.  The  shipping 
interest  and  the  manufacturing  interest  must, 
however,  be  reconciled  ;  and,  consulting  the  best 
interests,  the  following  suggestions  are  respect- 
fully offered  : 

1.  Imported  iron  cables,  anchors,  and  bar  iron; 
cables,  cordage,  hemp,  packthread,  twine,  and 
seines;  sheet  copper,  copper  nails,  and  lead;  so 
far  as  they  enter  essentially  into  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  shipw,  and  are  not  supplied' by 
the  American  manufacturer,  ought  to  be  lightly 
taxed. 

2.  The  case  of  foreign  vessels  employed  in 
bringing  to  the  United  States  goods  that  are  not 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  country  to 
which  the  vessels  belong,  may  furnish  a  proper 
field  for  legislative  regulations. 

3.  The  case  of  goods  imported  from  countries 
which,  by  law.  confine  the  carriage  of  such  goods 
to  their  own  vessels,  respectively,  will  also  fur- 
nish a  proper  field  for  similar  regulations. 

The  principles  involved  in  the  proposition  for 
a  new  tariff,  in  relation  to  the  protection  of  do- 
mestic manulactures,  being  thus  presented  for 
consideration,  the  more  general  principles  of  the 
system  remain  to  be  briefly  stated,  in  relation  to 
the  production  of  the  revenue.     Thus: 

1.  Articles  intended  as  the  source  of  revenue 
should  never  be  so  heavily  charged  with  duties 
as  to  prevent  importation,  or  much  to  diminish  it. 

2.  Articles  should  never  be  so  heavily  charged 
with  duties  as  to  create  a  temptation  to  smuggle. 

3.  Articles  of  great  size  and  weight,  of  com- 
paratively small  value,  are  difficult  to  be  smug- 
gled ;  and,  other  things  being  equal,  they  may  be 
charged  with  higher  duties. 

4.  Articles  of  small  size  and  great  value  are 
easily  smuggled,  and  must  be  charged  with  low 
duties,  to  destroy  the  otherwise  fatal  temptation 
to  evade  the  law. 

5.  Articles  imported  to  a  great  amount  should 
rather  be  charged  with  specific  duties  upon  their 
weight  and  measure,  in  order  to  guard  against 
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evfeiroDs  and  frauds,  ihan  with  ad  valorem  duties    Mahogany,  per  cubic  foot  - 

Tin  plates  per  box  of  100  square  feet 


jod,  per  ton 


12 
1  50 

6  00 
3  00 
8  00 


orifljeir  value;  1  in  plates  per  box  of  100  sqi 

|f  ie  difficulty  of  carrying  the  last  mentioned  Woods  for  dying — 
ruji  jnto  prac^ce  has  been  found  almost  insur-  Brazil,  Braziletto,  Carawo 
ro^ji^table.  U  has  been  already  intimated  that,  •  Fustic,  logwood,  per  ton 
ip'jA>  classification  of  manufactures,  there  were  Nicaragua,  per  ton 
s^|cial  articles,  difi'erently  classed,  which  can  Wire  brass,  ad  valorem,  22  per  cent 
spjtciely  be  drsiinguished  t'rom  each  other,  and  4.  The  following  articles,  heretofore  subject  to 
wtldh  could  iot  be  separately  described  with  I  an  ad  valorem  duty,  are  charged  with  a  specific 
s^qfii]disiinctni-ss  and  precision  as  is  requisite  in  [  duty,  to  wii  : 

ii  jitfiiff  to  raiirk  the  line  of  discrimination  for  t  Iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  per  cwt.  75  and  150  cents, 
(iirtejent  rates  of  specific  duties.  In  the  cotton  ;  5.  The  following  articles,  heretofore  subject  to 
"'n  J^'oo''^^  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  specific  duties,  are  charged  with  duties  ad  valo- 
fotjiBstance,  lliere  are  several  kinds  of  goods  ex-  '  rem  ;  because  the  product  of  the  specific  duties 
lelvi^eiy  produced,  whose  names  are  arbitrary.  .  has  been  so  inconsiderable  as  to  render  it  useless 
ai&t  continually  changing,  and  whose  texture  and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  mass  of  articles 
(rjfcliky  are  so   various,  and  so  easily  altered  or  ,  charged  with  duties  ad  valorem,  to  wit: 


Qi|:iijised.  as  to  elude   the  vigilance  and  skill  of  ',  Woollen  or  cotton  cards,  former  duty  per 

ih^L'ustom-horise.     For  this  reason,  and  consid-  '      dozen SO  50 

eriifi,  also,  tlwt   the  ascertainment  of  duties  by  \  Glauber  salts,  former  duty  per  cwt. 
thH(jriginal  cost  of  the  goods,  according  to  their  ;  Hair  powder  former  duty  per  lb.     - 
w^^ht  and   measure,  is  sometimes  a  source  of  ,  Lime,  former  duty  per  cask  of  GO  gallons 
v<.4iiioa    to   die   importer,  leading,  perhaps,  to  j  Malt,  former  duty  per  bushel  - 
gtyiif  corrupti^tn  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  the    Ochre,  yellow,   dry,  former  duty  per  lb. 
pfV|:/-dent  of  the  existing  tariff  has  been  gener-    Ochre,  in  oil.  former  duty  per  lb      - 
al?|  pursued,  which  subjects  all   goods,  (for  ex-    Pewter,   plates  and   dishes,  former  duty 
atji^fe.  all  cotton  and   woollen  goods.)  whether  '      per  lb.-         -         -         -         - 
fii«  .'or  coarse;  and  whether  they  are,  or  are  not,  |  Starch,  former  duty  per  lb.      - 
oi|j^e  kinds  raanufactured  in  the  United  States.  !  Spanish  brown,  former  duty  per 
tCtjVie  commc^i  rate  of  duty.     A  general  descrip-  _  Quicksilver,  former  duty  per  lb. 
ti«ift  Jesignatef  the  article,  renders  the  imposition  '  „    ^,  ^      /-      •        ,  -^ 

of  (lie  duty  uniform  and  certain  at  all  ports  of  ',  3.  The  means  of  enforci^  the  tarxff. 

erlrf,  and  effticiually  guards  against  mistake  or         The  means  of  enforcing  the   collection  of  the 

duties  on  imports,  or,  in  other  words,  the  means 
of  preventing  or  detecting  frauds  upon  the  reve- 


Ib. 


2  00 
04 
50 
10 
01 
01^ 
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03 
01 
06 


.tt,  ana  eutfciuaiiy  g 
ei^iOQ.  t 

Affioa  the  principles  and  with  the  views,  thus 
stfc|eil,  the  prtiiosition  for  the  new  tariff  has  been 
fc||i?ed.  Thefvariaiions  from  the  tariff  of  per- 
ajiiijent  singl?  duties  consist  principally  in  the 
l"<^jt»'wing  poi.its: 


nue,  require  a  prompt,  energetic,  and  steady  at- 
tention. The  remedies  to  be  provided  for  the 
existing  defects  should  be  particularly  applied: 
1st.  To  guard  against  smuggling,  by  the  clandes- 


^i.j'The  rat«s  of  the  duties  ad  valorem  are  line  introduction  of  merchandise,  without  report, 
cr,|tiged  in  number  from  three  to  eight.  The  i  entry,  or  permit;  2d.  To  guard  against  smug- 
i4»-r<ease  of  tl»e  number  will  not.  it  is  thought,  be  \  gling,  in  the  case  of  duties  ad  valorem,  by  fraud- 


afH^^i^  ^'t'>  any  disadvantage,  and  it  will,  at 
kV*j,  afford  a'betier  means  of  ascertaining,  here- 
al«i,  the  vafue  of  articles  of  different  descrip- 
t  w6  which  are  now  blended  in  one  class,  as  well 


uleni  entries  of  merchandise  upon  fictitious  in- 
voices; 3d.  To  guard  against  smuggling,  in  the 
case  of  specific  duties,  by  fraudulent  entries  of 
merchandise  upon  false  statements  of  the  weight, 


a^tte  amoun^  of  the  duties  collected  from  each  or  the  measure;  and,  4th.  To  guard  against 
djiscription.  'The  amount  of  the  rates  of  duties  I  smuggling,  by  clandestinely,  relanding  merchan- 
a||valorem  is.|also  changed  from  12^,  15.  and  20  '  dise  exported  with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  or  by 
plj  cent,  to  7»,  15,  20,  22,  28,  30,  33J,  and  35  per  i  fraudulently  obtaining  debentures  for  duties  on 


H' 


m.  The  ratys  of  the  specific  duties  are  gener- 
al \\  increase^  upon  the  amount  of  the  perma- 
ji  ji|  single  rates,  averaging,  with  the  increase  of 
«l  i  rates  of  Huties  ad  valorem,  an  aggregate  of 
ii  Iji^t  42  per  sent,  upun  the  aggretjate  product  of 
il*;  customs,  estimated  at  about  812,000,000  per 
liihjim.  „ 

■  (|5.*  The  fol;owing  articles,  heretofore  free,  are 
i:||ifged  witi   duties,  to  wit: 


41^,  per  cvt. 

Cj^fiperas,  pelf  cwt 

-lH[iper,  in  sheets,  rods,  bolls,  oj  Qails,  per 

!|>i)und      -  ■}. 

^UiM  Arabic. |and  gum  Senegal,  ad  valorem. 
:  {K"*i  per  c^nij. 

V  ^ 

i 


merchandise  exported  in  cases  that  are  not  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit.  The  details  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  a  system  embracing  these  objects  must 
unavoidably  be  postponed  until  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  ascertained  ;  but  it  is  proper,  at 
this  time,  to  bring  distinctly  into  view  the  essen- 
tial features  of  the  system.  In  addition,  there- 
fore, to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  laws 
which  now  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  oa 
I  imports  and  tonnagt.-.  the  following  propositions 


-  $2  00  '  are  respectfully  suggested 

-  1  5u        1.  Ttiat  a  competent  judicial  authority  be  pro- 
vided to  take  cognizance  of  all  suits,  prosecu- 

^'4  tions,  informations,  and  libels,  for  debts,  fine.s, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  arising  and  accruing 
under  the  laws  of  the   United   States;  a  provis- 
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ion  rendered  iodispeosable  by  late  decisioas  of 
some  of  the  State  courts  declining  such  cogni- 
zance, in  certain  cases. 

2.  That  a  more  competent  provision  be  made 
for  the  employment  of  custom-house  officers,  cut- 
ters, and  barges. 

3.  That  an  adequate  fund  be  created  and  set 
apart  for  the  creation  of  custom-houses,  ware- 
houses, and  stores,  at  the  principal  ports  of  entry; 
a  fund  to  be  created,  first,  by  retaining  an  addi- 
tional amount  of  the  duties,  in  cases  of  exporta- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  drawback  ;  and,  .secondly, 
by  imposing  a  small  duty,  to  be  called  "ware- 
house money."  upon  every  permit  for  unlading 
merchandise. 

4.  That  provision  be  made  to  enforce  more 
effectually  the  duty  of  reporting  and  entering 
vessels,  and  exhibiting  manifests  of  their  car- 
goes, upon  their  arrival  in  any  port  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  to  abolish  the  privilege  of  mak- 
ing port  entries. 

5.  That  provision  be  made  to  guard  more  effec- 
tually against  imposition,  under  pretence  that 
vessels  arrive  in  distress,  that  goods  are  damaged. 
and  that  invoices  are  lost. 

G.  That  provision  be  made  to  place  all  the 
avenues  to  the  cargoes  of  the  vessel-,  before  unla- 
ding, under  the  seal  of  the  cu^tom-house,  and  to 
keep  the  same  mure  effectually  in  the  charge  of 
the  inspectors  while  unlading. 

7.  That  provision  be  maJc  that  all  invoices 
upon  which  entries  may  be  effected,  shall  be  en- 
dorsed by  the  American  Consul,  by  a  notary 
public,  or  by  some  other  trustworthy  agent  or 
officer,  to  be  designated,  by  law.  at  the  place  of 
exporiaiion,  certifying  the  merchandise  to  be 
priced  ''at  the  then  current  market  price;"  that 
entries  shall  only  be  permitted  upon  invoices  so 
endorsed  ;  and  that  the  invoices  shall  be  conspic- 
uously stamped  with  the  seal  of  the  custom- 
house at  the  lime  of  entry. 

8.  That  provision  be  madeauthorizing  the  col- 
lectors, in  all  cases  of  suspicion,  to  add  to  the 
invoice  price  of  the  merchandise  ten  per  cent, 
beyond  the  addition  now  prescribed;  and,  if  the 
importer  refuse  to  pay  duties  on  that  amount, 
then  either  to  lake  the  merchandise  on  account 
of  the  United  Slates,  at  the  additional  price,  or 
to  permit  an  entry  upon  the  original  invoice. 

9.  That  provision  be  made  that  in  all  cases  the 
custom-house  officers  shall  send  merchandise  im- 
ported to  the  public  stores  for  examination  ;  and 
that  they  shall  be  there  compared  with  the  in- 
voice, identified  as  to  the  kind  and  quality,  ascer- 
tained as  to  the  weight  and  measure,  and  esti- 
mated as  to  the  value. 

10.  That  provision  be  made  requiring  from  the 
person  who  offers  to  enter  merchandise,  a  declar- 
ation whether  he  acts  as  owner,  consignee,  or 
agent,  and  whether  he  has  been  instructed,  after 
entry,  to  hold  the  merchandise  to  the  order  of 
the  shipper;  in  which  last  mentioned  case,  the 
collector  may  be  authorized  to  suspend  the  entry, 
until  the  shipper,  or  the  person  having  an  order 
from  him,  appears  to  make  it. 

11.  That  provision  be  made  requiring  the  seal 


of  the  custom-house  to  be  stamped  upon  all  the 
original  packages.  &c.,  of  merchandise  entered 
for  exportation,  with  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
which  shall  remain  entire  at  the  time  of  expor- 
tation, and  which  shall  be  certified  by  the  Con- 
sul, or  other  proper  person,  to  remain  entire  at 
the  foreign  place  of  landing,  in  order  to  discharge 
the  debenture  bond. 

12.  That  provision  be  made  more  effectually 
to  secure  the  revenue  from  fraud  and  imposition, 
in  the  transportation  of  merchandise  from  dis- 
trict to  district,  and  generally  in  carrying  on  the 
coastin?  trade. 

13.  That  provision  be  made  more  effectually 
to  secure  the  revenue  from  fraud  and  imposition, 
in  making  out  invoices  in  the  money  of  foreign 
countries,  particularly  of  sucii  countries  as  em- 
ploy a  paper  currency. 

But.  while  these  suggestions  are  offered  to 
guard  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  to  secure 
to  the  manufacturer  the  full  benefit  of  the  pro- 
tecting duties,  it  must  be  recollected  that  there 
are  some  provisions  in  the  existing  laws  which 
require  to  be  modified  in  behalf  of  the  merchant. 
For  instance  : 

1.  The  lime  allowed  by  law  to  complete  the 
export  entries,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  is 
only  ten  days  ;  and,  if  not  completed  within  that 
lime,  the  whole  agiount  of  the  drawback  is  for- 
feited. The  period  should  be  extended,  and  the 
penalty  for  non-compliance  should  be  reduced. 

2.  The  right  to  export  merchandise,  with  the 
benefit  of  drawback,  ceases  at  the  expiration  of  a 
year.  The  period  might,  without  injury  to  the 
revenue,  be  enlarged. 

3.  The  period  allowed  for  making  a  return  of 
damaged  good-,  with  a  view  to  a  correspondent 
abatement  of  the  duties,  is  limited  to  ten  days; 
and  the  importer  is  sometimes  charged  with  the 
whole  duties  on  perishable  articles,  under  the 
present  restrictions,  after  the  articles  have  per- 
ished, or  are  greatly  decayed.  A  discretion  should 
be  confided  to  the  proper  officer,  to  make  a  proper 
abatement  of  the  duties  in  both  cases,  upon  sat- 
isfactory proof  of  their  existence. 

III.  A  general  tariff  proposed  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress. 

Upon  the  policy  and  principles  which  have 
been  stated,  the  following  tariff,  in  reference  to 
duties,  drawbacks,  and  bounties,  has  been  formed : 

TARIFF. 

1st.  A  schedule  of  the  articles  to  be  imported  inio 
the  United  iytates  free  of  duty. 
All  articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States;  philosophical  apparatus,  instruments,  or 
books,  specially  imported  for  the  use  of  any  in- 
corporated society,  for  philosophical  or  literary 
purposes,  and  for  the  use  of  any  seminary  of 
learning  ;  specimens  in  natural  history,  mineral- 
ogy, botany,  and  anatomical  preparations,  models 
of  machinery,  and  other  inventions;  wearing 
apparel,  and  other  pergonal  baggage  in  actual 
use  ;  and  the  implements,  or  tools  of  trade,  of 
persons  arriving  in  the  United  States  ;  regulus 
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Tariff  of  Duties  on  Importt, 


i 


of  latitnony  ;  |)arlf  of  the  cork  tree  unraanufac- 

toi»i;  aoimah^  imported  for  breed;  burr  stones, 
u:^fou«ht ;  l^jllion  ;  clay,  unwrought;  copper 
ni^).-te(l  111  an'r  shape  for  the  use  of  the  Mint; 
C0&<^r  and  brais.  in  pigs  or  bars;  tin,  in  pigs  or 
bii'i;  old  copptr  and  brass,  and  old  pewter;  furs, 
UQ^ie^ssed.  of  ;ill  kinds;  raw  hides  and  skins; 
lapj'  ';a!amiDai5s  ;  plaster  of  Paris  ;  rags,  of  any 
kirkl  pf  cloth  ;  yvoul.  and  wood,  unmanufactured, 
fpt  mahogajiyand  dye-wood;  zinc,  lutenague, 
kilter;  oiiv^  oil,  in  casks,  to  be  u^ed  id  man- 
Hires.  ; 

\X  scheduh    of  articles  to  be  charged  with 
duties  ad  valorem. 

ieten  anan  half  per  centum. — Dying  drugs, 
iiiaterials  ivx  composing  them,  not  subject  to 
I  rates  of  djiiy  ;  gum  arabic  ;  gum  Senegal. 
jfciwelry;  gojjj  and  silver  watches  and  clock?, 
or  nitts  of  either,  and  of  the  frames  of  clocks,  ot 
whi^^ifver  materials  made  ;  gold  and  silver  lace; 
em;^#>idery  ani  epaulettes;  precious  stones,  and 
pf^tofall  kiliids,  set  or  not  set;  Bristol  stones 

licles  composed  chiefly 
precious  stones. 
I;|rtes  of  ihriyad.  silk,  or  cotton. 
-♦i  fifteen  p^r  centum. — All  articles   not  free, 
ar)(C|x^t  subject  to  any  other  rate  of  duty. 

■If  iuenty  pe^-  centum. — Lin«ns  of  all  descrip- 
tit)ii^.  linen  carubrics,  lawns;  hempen  cloth,  sail- 
clt)i*.'Ru'-sian  .md  German  linens  ;  stockings  and 
g^o|*.^*,  of  thread  or  silk  ;  silks,  satins,  and  all  ar- 
i^'of  which.silk  is  the  material  of  chief  value. 


tui  jv'"^'.»    <«""<    cj>au  levies 

pfi^tofall  kiliids,  set  or  i 
or  nite  work;»and  all  arti 
of  lff4'  silver,  ^learl.  and  p 


tl^ 


bailees  of  all  kinds;  gilt,  plated,  and  japanned 
w<H*j^,' of  all  krnds;  cannon,  muskets,  fire  arms. 
ah^f-ide  arms.? 

if  ticenty-eii^ht  per  centum. —  Woollen  rnanu- 
facAiJ-es  of  all  ilescriptions,  and  of  which  wool  is 
lin»V«aterial  oir  chief  value. 

1^  thirty  p^r  centum. — China  ware,  earthen 
"^i^^  stone  VT  jre,  porcelain  and  glass  manufac- 
trti^;-  bonnets  jind  caps  for  women,  fans,  feathers, 
orrotuents  for  ^ead  dresses,  artificial  flowers,  mil- 
\^  of  all  sor|s  ;  hats  or  caps  of  wool.  fur.  leather. 
[1  straw,  or  silk;  cosmetics,  washes,  balsams, 
iii)iies  ;  paiiited  floorcloths,  mats  of  grass  or 
)  salad  Oi5s.  pickles.  caf>ers.  olives,  mustard, 
aks  or  s^oeetmeats  preserved  in  sugar  or 
j{Jy,  wafers? 

U  ihirty-thr^e  and  one-third  per  centum. — Cot- 
hitanufactufes  of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which 
bQ  IS  the  inaterial  of  chief  value;  provided 
[2(11  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which  cotton  is 
^ftief  material  of  value,  (excepting  nankeens 
?.ted  direcily  from  China,)  the  original  cost 
Ihich,  at  tl^  place  whence  imported,  shall  be 
itfsiiyian  iwen^-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall 
taf^*'^^^  ^^^  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty-five 
ci;ni;pt.'r  squai«e  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
i!ii.t  accordingly. 

thirty-fitf  per  centum. — Cabinet  wares,  and 


all  manufactures  of  wood  ;  carriages  of  all  descrip* 
tions.  and  parts  thereof;  leather,  and  all  manu- 
factures of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is  the  ma- 
terial of  chief  value;  saddles,  bridles,  harness; 
Eaper  of  every  description  ;  paper  hangings,  blank 
ooks.  pastebo.ird.  parchment,  vellum,  printed 
bjoks.  brushes,  canes,  walking  sticks,  whips;  print- 
ing types  ;  clothing  ready  made. 

3d.  .4  schedule  of  articles  to  be  charged  with  spe- 
cific duties. 

Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  bottles,  per  gal.       -         -  $0  20 

imported  otherwite  than  in  bottles,  per  gal. 
Alum,  per  cwt.  --.... 
Almonds  per  lb.  •  -  -  .  .  . 
Bottles,  black  glass  quart,  per  gross 
Boots,  per  pair  ••.... 
Bristles,  per  lb.  -  •  -  •  .  . 
Playing  cards,  per  pack  •  •  .  .  . 
Cables  and  cordage,  tarred,  per  lb.  • 
Cables    untarrcJ,    yarns,    twine,  pack-thread, 

seines,  per  lb.  - 
Candles  of  tallow,  per  lb.  .... 

Candles  of  wax  or  spermaceti,  per  lb. 
Chinese  cassia,  per  lb.     • 

Cinnamon,  per  lb. 

Cloves,  per  lb. 

Cheese,  per  lb.         -----         - 

Chocolate,  per  lb.    - 

Cocoa,  per  lb.  ...... 

Coal,  per  bushel      ...... 

Copperas,  per  cwt.  ..... 

Copper,  in  sheets,  rods,  bolts,  or  nails,  composi- 

tion  spikes,  bolts,  or  nails,  per  lb. 
Coffee,  per  H>.  -  -  .  .  ... 

Cotton,  per  lb.         -         -         .         -         -         - 

Currants,  per  lb 

Figs,  per  lb.    -         -         -         .         -         -         - 
Fish,  foreign  caught,  per  quintal      ... 

mackerel,  per  bbl.         ..... 

salmon,  per  bbl.  ...... 

all  other  pickled,  per  bbl.      .... 

Glass,  window,  not  above  8  by  10  in.  per   100 

sq.  ft. 

not  above  10  by  12  inches,  |>er  100  sq.  ft.     - 

above  10  by  12,  per  100  sq.  ft.       - 
Glue,  per  lb.  - 
Gunpowder,  per  lb.         -         -         -         -         - 

Hemp,  per  cwi.       ...... 

Iron,  in  bars,  or  bolts,  excepting  rolled  iron,  per 
cwt. 

in  sheets,  rods,  or  hoops,  rolled  iron  in  bars, 
or  bolts,  and  anchors,  per  cwt.  ... 

Indigo,  per  lb. 

Lead,  in  pig^  bars  or  sheets,  per  lb. 

red  or  white,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  per  lb.     - 

Mahogany,  per  cubic  ft. 

Mace,  per  lb.  ...... 

Molasses,  per  gal.    ...... 

Nails,  per  lb.  - 

Nutmegs,  per  lb.     -----         - 

Pepper,  per  lb.         -----         - 

Pimento,  per  lb.      -         -         -         •         -         - 
Plums  and  prunes,  per  lb.        -         •         -         • 

Raising  in  jars  and  boxes,  and  muscatel,  per  lb. 

all  other,  per  lb. 

Salt,  per  bushel  of  56  lbs.         .... 

Steel,  per  cwt.  ...... 

Segare,  per  M. 
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Spirits  from  grain,  to  wit : 

1st  proof,  per  gal. $0  42 

2d  proof,  per  gal. 45 

3d  proof,  per  gal. 48 

4th  proof,  per  gal 52 

5th  proof,  per  gal. 60 

above  5th  proof  per  gal.        -         -         -         .  75 
From  other  materials,  to  wit: 

1st  and  2d  proof,  per  gal.     -         -         .         -  38 

3d  proof,  per  gal. 42 

4th  proof,  per  gal. 48 

5th  proof,  i>et  gal. 57 

above  5th  proof,  per  gal.       ....  70 

Shoes  and  slippers  of  silk,  per  pair  -         -         -  40 

of  leather,  per  pair 30 

for  children,  per  pair 20 

Spikes,  per  lb. 2 

Soap,  per  lb. 3 

Sugar,  brown,  per  lb. 2^ 

white  clayed,  or  powdered,  per  lb.         -         -  4 

lump,  per  lb 9 

loaf,  per  lb. 13 

candy,  per  lb.       ----.-  12 

Snuff,  per  lb. 12 

Tallow,  per  lb. i 

Tea,  from  China  direct,  to  wit  : 

Bobea,  per  lb.       ---...  10 

Souchong,  and  other  black,  per  lb.         -         -  25 

Imperial,  gunpowder,  and  gomee,  per  lb.       -  50 

Hyson  and  young  hyson,  per  lb.  -         .         .  40 

Hyson  skin,  and  other  green,  per  lb.    •         -  28 
From  any  other  place  to  wit : 

Bohea,  per  lb.      -•-...  14 

Souchong,  and  other  black,  per  lb.         -         -  34 

Imperial,  gunpowder,  and  gomee,  per  lb.       -  68 

Hyson  and  young  hyson,  per  lb.  .         -         -  56 

Hyson  i>kin,  and  other  green,  per  lb.    -         -  38 

Tin  plates,  pr  box  of  100  square  feet       -         -  1   50 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  other   than   snuff  and 

segars,  per  lb. 10 

Woods,  dying,  viz  : 

Brazil  wood,  brazilletto,  red  wood,  or  camwood, 

per  ton    -         -         .         .         . 
Fustic  and  logwood,  per  ton    • 
Nicaragua,  per  ton  ... 

Whiting,  per  lb.      . 
Umbrellas  or  parasols  of  silk,  each   * 

of  other  materials,  each 
Frames  or  sticks  for  umbrellas  or  parasols,  each 
Wine,  to  wit : 

Malmsey  .Madeira,  and    London    particular, 

per  gal.     ...                  ...  1   00 

other  .Madeira,  per  gal.         ....  80 

Burgundy,  Champagne,  Rhenish  and  Tokay 

per  gal. 75 

Sherry  and  St.  Lucar,  per  gal.     -         -         .  60 
Claret  and  other  wines  not  enumerated,  when 

imported  in  bottles  or  ca^es,  per  gal.           -  70 
Lubon,  Oporto,  and  other  wines  of  Portugal 

and  Sicily,  per  gal.            ....  .50 

Tencnffe,  Fayal,  and  other  wines  of  the  western 

islands,  per  gal.         .....  40 

All  other  wines  when  imported  otherwise  than 

in  case  and  bottle,  per  gal.         •         -         -  35 

Alien  duty. 

There  shall  be  charged  an  additional  duty  of 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  all  goods  im- 
ported in  vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  exception  of  goods  imported  in  foreigo  ves- 


6  00 
3  00 
8  00 
1 
2  00 
1  00 
75 


6  ceDt8. 


-  30 


50 


sels,  which  are  specially  entitled  by  treaty,  or  acts 
of  Congress,  to  be  entered  upon  payment  of  the 
domestic  duty. 

The  additional  alien  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  shall  not  be  the  subject  of  drawback  ia 
cases  of  exportation. 

Tonnage  duty  and  light  money. 
Ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
entered    from   any   foreign    port   or 
place,  or  carrying  goods  from  one  dis- 
trict to  another  district,  shall  pay  per 

ton 

Ships  or  vessels  built  within  the  United 
States,  but  belonging  wholly  or  in 
part  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  Powers, 
entering  from  a  foreign  port  or  place, 
shall  pay  per  ton 
Ships  or  vessels,  of  every  other  descrip- 
tion, entering  from  a  foreign  place  or 
port,  or  carrying  goods  from  one  dis- 
trict  to  another  within  the  United 
States,  shall  pay  per  ton  -        -        -  50 
Ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States, 
or  not  wholly  owned  by   American 
citizens,    entering   the    ports  of  the 
United  States,  shall  pay  for  "light 
money"  per  ton         .        .        - 
But  the  additional  duty  upon  tonnage,  and  th  e 
light  money  imposed  upon  foreign  vessels,  are  not 
to  be  exacted   in  the  case  of  foreign  vessels  spe- 
cially entitled  by  treaty  or  acts  of  Congress  to  an 
entry  upon  domestic  duties  and  charges  only. 
Warehouse  money. 

To  constitute  a  fund  for  erecting  and  maintain- 
ing custom-houses,  warehouses,  and  stores, 

1.  There  should  be  paid  for  every  permit  to 
unlade  goods,  twenty-five  cents. 

2.  There  shall  be  retained  upon  the  amount  of 
the  duties  of  goods  exported,  for  the  benefit  of 
drawbacks,  (except  spirits.)  five  per  cent. 

3.  There  shall  be  retained  in  the  case  of  spirits 
exported,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  cents 
per  gallon,  and  also  three  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  the  duties. 

A  separate  account  shall  be  kept  at  the  custom- 
house of  the  money  collected  for  this  fund ;  and 
the  amount  shall  be  expended,  from  time  to  time, 
under  such  directions  as  the  President  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States  shall  approve  and  authorize. 

Drawbacks  and  bounties. 
There  shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  du- 
ties on  goods  imported  into  the  United  Stales,  if 
the  goods  be  exported  within  twelve  months  after 
the  time  of  importation,  subject  to  the  following 
exceptions  and  provisions: 

1.  There  shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  draw- 
back in  the  case  of  goods  imported  in  foreign  ves- 
sels from  any  of  the  dominions  or  colonies  of  any 
foreign  Power  to  which  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  not  permitted  to  trade. 

2.  There  shalLnot  be  an  allowance  of  drawback 
for  the  additional  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent,  imposed  on  goods  imported  in  vessels  not 
of  the  United  States. 
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.^Thereshijll  not  be  an  allowance  of  drawback 

'rve  case  of  loreign  dried  and  pickled  fish  and 
*.'f  salted  prjvi^ioDs,  fish  oil,  or  playing  cards. 
•  tt.  Til  ere  shiill  be  retained  upon  the  amount  of 
Jj  i*<Juties  of  jjoods  exported  for  the  benefit  of 
<•  i^hack,  (exi;epl  spirits.)  fire  per  cent, 
i  X  'There  shall  be  retained  in  the  ca>e  of  spirits 
li)  ^ted.  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  cents 
],'r  ,:jallon,  ami  also  three  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
ofli^'  duties.  • 

;  ft^The  pre&C'nt  bountie<?, allowances,  and  draw- 
?«4*i  shall  be  continued  in  the  ca-e  of  exporting 
*i2;|ed  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States; 
V>5|l<e  case  of  American  vessels  employed  in  the 
^•^^(^ies;  and^'in  the  case  of  exporting  sugar  re- 
ttiiMJt  within  tl'.e  United  States. 
J  ifl^^**^  prov»sions  respecting  drawbacks  must, 
H'rwi'ver.  be  c(;;nformed  to  the  privileges  specially  [ 
4l!fwed  to  foreigners  by  treaty,  or  by  acts  of  Cuu- 

J"<ti-  i 

3if  only  remains,  in  the  periormance  of  the  ta^^k 


prescribed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
give  a  succinct  statement  of  the  probable  product 
of  the  duties  upon  imports,  according  to  the  pro- 
posed tariff. 

The  annual  product  of  the  single  duties  has  been 

estimated  at  $12,000,000;  and  of  this  sum,  the 

specific  duties  produced  about  -  $7,200,000 

The  duties  ad  valorem  produced  about     4,800J0O0 


But  thp  amount  proposed  to  be  raised 
by  the  new  tariff  being    - 

Such  additions  must  be  made  to   the 
old  tariff  as  will  produce 


12,000,000 
17,000,000 

S5,000,000 


The  additions  to  the  old  tariff  are  made,  first 
upon  the  specific  duties;  and,  secondly,  uj)on  the 
duties  ad  valorem;  and  the  estimated  amount  of 
the  additions  may  be  thus  stated  : 


First.     Of  the  additions  to  the  sptcijic  duties. 


'  \i  •Principal  'jrticles. 


)j,er      -        -        .         . 
JjaViLi       .        .        .        . 

9'l!«f ,  white,  d'.iyed,  «Scc.  - 

i>ti#«       -        ,.        -        - 

^iM(lry  small  qrrticles 
if/^  additiunafc amount  es- 

lirfaled  to  be  ijerived  from 

Cp^cific  dutitjt 


Former  duty. 


6  cents 
100  cenU 
6  cent« 

Sundry  rates  - 
3  cent« 
Sundry  rates  - 
Sundry  rates  - 


Proposed  duty. 


6  cents  .... 
150cenU  .  -  -  - 
8  cents  .... 
Average  increase  of  50  per  cent 
4  cents  -  .  .  . 
Average  increase  of  .33^  per  cent 
Average  increase  of  60  per  cent 


Former  aver-  Estimat'd  pro- 
age  product.  I    duct  of  addi- 
\    tional  duty. 


$627,000 

108,000 

36,000 

1,993,000 
195,000 
760,000 
600,000 


•ay 


$120,000 

50,000 

12,000 

300,000 

60,000 

250,000 

350,000 

58,000 


$1,200,000 


Second.     Of  the  additions  to  the  duties  ad  valorem. 


Principal  articles. 


satins  - 
and    manufac- 


^^^rlicIes  not /rce  and  not  subjected  to 
J  ,jii|?  other  ratp  of  duty   - 
|.ti}*|i,  hempen;clotbs,  silks, 

l«itriware,   cutfery,  arms 
'[  rtiVes  of  metuils     .         -         .         -        . 
Vi<).,'ilens         -• 

i;  '',iins  -      -1 

t'  ;itlain,  earthenware,  bats,  bonnets,  per- 
j    iiJnerv,  tlooif  cloths,  pickles,  comfits 
4t  '''V  other  ih^n  window  glass 
)i>uj|iie8,    canci;,    whips,    clothing    ready 


:« 


ITl' 


de 


f 

f^i;pwr,  cabinet  wares,  leather  and  its  man- 

-    Qitctures      -. 

^ir^ages        -j 

l;:i . 


Former  rate  of 
duty. 


12  J  per  cent. 
12^  per  cent 

12^  and  15  per  ct. 
12^  per  cent. 
12^  per  cent. 

15  per  cent. 
20  per  cent. 

12}  per  cent. 

15  per  cent. 
20  per  cent. 


Proposed  rate  of 
duty. 


15  per  cent. 
20  per  cent. 

22  per  cent. 
28  per  cent. 
33J  per  cent. 

30  per  cent. 
30  per  cent. 

35  per  cent. 

35  per  cent. 
35  per  cent. 


Proposed  increase  of 
the  former  rate. 


20  per  cent. 
60  per  cent. 

46^  and  76  per  cent. 
124  per  cent. 
166}  per  cent. 

100  per  cent. 
60  per  cent. 

180  per  cent. 

133^  per  cent. 
75  per  cent. 
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It  is  not  practicable  to  ascertain  the  amount  of 
revenue  heretofore  produced  by  each  of  the  classes 
of  goods  specified  in  the  last  table  ;  but  it  is  suffi- 
ciently known  that  some  of  them  produced  little, 
while  the  product  of  others  was  proporiionably 
^reai.  Taking  the  whole,  however,  together,  jt 
is  estimated  that  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  is 
equal  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  former  ad  valorem  duties.  But 
the  effects  to  be  expected  from  the  increased  du- 
ties 00  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  from  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  alien  duties  under  treatiesor  acts  of 
Congress,  and  from  other  considerations  involved 
in  the  new  system,  will  not  permit  a  higher  esti- 
mate of  the  aggregate  product  of  the  increased 
rates  of  the  aJra/orem  duties  than  the  rate  of 
seventy-five  or  eighty  per  cent,  upon  the  former 
product. 


Assuming,  then,  an  advance  of  eightv  per  cent, 
upon  $4,800,000,  (the  aggregate   prodiict  of  the 
duties   ad  valorem,  as   above   stated,)  the   sum 
will  be        -         -         -        -        -        -  $3,840,000 

And  adding  to  this  sum  the  amount 
produced  as  above  slated  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  specific  duties 


1,200,000 


There  will  be  produced,  to  complete 
the  amount  of  additional  revenue 
required,  a  sum  of  - 


85.040,000 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 
Treasury  Department, 

,  February  12,  1816. 

[The  tabular  statements  are  omitted.] 


PUBLIC    DEBT. 

[COMMLNICATED  TO  THE  H0C8E,    MARCH  2,  1816.] 

Treasury  Department,  February  28,  1816. 
In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  12th  of  February.  1816,  inquiring  '•  what  additions,  if  any, 
have  been  nriade  to  the  funded  public  debt,  and  to  the  floating  public  debt,  since  the  30th  day  of 
September  last     the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  following  report : 

*■  '^^*''  \  the  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  presented  on  the  6th 
December,  Iblb,  it  appears  that  the  balance  of  the  whole  of  the  public  funded  debt,  contracted 
before  the  war,  amounted,  on  the  30th  of  September.  1813,  to  the  sum  of    -         -  ^39,135,484  96 

That,  on  the  1st  of  Januarv,  1816,  there  was  reimbursed  of  the  principal  of  that  debt 

(besides  the  payment  of  the  interest)  the  sum  of  -        ...        .        -         79965238 

And  that,  at  this  time,  the  balance  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  contracted  before 

the  war  amounts  to  the  sum  of   ----......     38  335  832  58 

II.  That,  by  the  annual  report,  it  also  appears,  that  the  estimated  amount  of  the 
whole  ot  futided  public  debt,  in  reference  to  the  late  war,  was.  on  the  30th  of  Sen- 

tember,  1815,  the  sum  of .         -  ©63  144  972  50 

That,  to  this  amount,  there  have  been  added  the  following  items,  since  the  30ih  of  ' 

beptember,  1815: 

1.  In  SIX  per  cent  stock  of  1814.  at  the  rate  of  $100  in  stock  for  $80  in  money  to 
pay  the  city  of  Charleston,  according  to  the  contract,  for  a  loan  made  during  the 
late  war        -        ■        '    ^ / $204,889  23 

2.  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814.  in  lieu  of  Treasury  notes  funded  at 
ninety-five  per  cent.,  and   which  so  far  operates  to  reduce  the 

amount  of  the  floating  debt  due  on  the  30th  of  September.  1815  2206  954  21 

J.  In  SIX  per  cent,  stock,  in  lieu  of  Treasury  notes  funded  at  par  and  ' 

which  so  far  operates  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  float in<T 'debt 

due  on  the  30ih  September,  1815          -..''..  205700 

4.  In  seven  per  cent  stock,  in  lieu  of  small  Treasury  notes  funded  at  ' 

par,  estimated  at 2,815,871  00 

Amount  of  the  addition,  since  the  30th  of  September.  1815,  to  the  public  funded  debt 

contracted  in  reference  to  the  war        -        -        -        .        .        .        .        .         -      5  229  772  44 

Estimated  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  public  funded  debt  on  the  12th  of  February, 

IBlb,  contracted  m  reference  to  the  late  war -$68,374  764  94 

III.  That  by  the  annual  report,  it  also  appears  that  the  amount  of  the  floating  public 

debt  on  the  30th  of  September,  1815,  was -        -817  355101  00 

I4tli  Con.  1st  Sess. — 54  '      ' 
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I'lJjhis  sum  i|ipre  h»ve  been  added, between  the  30ih  of  September,  1815,  and  12th 
►  IftfFehruaijy.  1816.  the  following  items: 

i.  ^here  hav4  been  issued  and  rei>sued  small  Treasury  notes,  amountm?.  as  is 
iiiiated.  to  jbe  sum  of f3,4<l,o^ 


9 


esti- 
537  00 


2,704,600  00 


iiiiaten.  to  ^he  sum  of 

i*Xhere  havtj  been  issued  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  at  fire  and 
J   5*yo-fifths  ^ir  cent.,  the  sum  of 

^itBhere  havij  been  obtained  tpraporary  loans   from  sundry  banks  in  the  District  of 
I  jiflJolumbia' under  the  act  of  the  I3[h  cf  February,  1815,  providing  for  the  recon- 
ll^truciion  <^f  the  public  buildings  at  Washington 


6,176,137  00 


1 00.000  00 


823,631,238  00 


«thefloatit|g  debt  has  been  diminished  during  the  same  period  m  the  following 
i  !  jtlianner :    • 

}  '\iy  the  sub:f:ription  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  six  per  cent,  loan,  as  above  stated,  at 
;    iijie  rale  ofj  $100  in  stock  for  $95  in   principal  and   interest  of  Treasury  notes, 
i^tock  hav 'ns  been  issued  to  the  amount  of  $2,206  955  21,  produced  a  reimhurse- 
liient  of  Treasury  notes  aninunting  to  ------    §2,096,607  53 

I  of  thissutji  there  was  included  an  estimate,  in  the  sum  of  $4  315,- 
000.  stated-  as  thus  reimbursed  in   the  annual  report,  the  s-um  of 
]    |?f  1.153  412:94.  contracts  for  sundry  sums  uncertain  in  their  amount, 
"  ♦  liavino  be<i|n  inade,  but  nut  completed  at  that  time,  and  which, 
'  therefore,  |s  now  deducted 


*y  funding  Treasury  notes  at  par  for  six  per  cent,  stock,  as  above 

elated  -fj 

S.  fey  fundin;.J  small   Treasury  notes  for  seven   per  cent,  slock,  as 

Pl^ajbove  statJd  - 

i^Wy   the   p.iJyment    in   Treasury    nftes  of  duties  and   taxes,  esti- 
[tiiated  to  lave  araouoteJ,  in  Treasury  notes  bearing  intere>it.  to 

the  sLn»  of $2,650,000 

[\iiiall  Treafeury  notes,  to  the  sum  of      -         -         -  50,000 

'  •  1  '  

13}  Ijy  the  re^^yment  of  temporary  loans,  viz:  To  the  Bank  of  the 

'L  «)iate  of  South  Carolina 50.000 

•if  Ue  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York        -        -        -        -      200,000 


I,153,41'J  94 
$943,194  59 

$2,057  00 
2,815,871  00 


2.700,000  00 


250,000  00 


6,711,122  59 


ip^imated  anjount  of  the  whole  of  the  floating  debt,  on  the  12th  of  February,  1816    316,920.115  41 

I     i  ~^ 

Jtf,  That,  frJm  the  preceding  estimate*,  it  appears  that,  on  the  I2th  of  Feb'y.  1810, 
*ij  (he  aggregate  amuuni  of  the  public  debt  was  the  sum  of  $123,630,692  93,  consist- 


•  ijine  aggreaaie  amuuni  oi  me  puoii 
i  i?  jng  oJ  ihHJfollowiog  items  : 

^llifalunded  public  debt  before  the  war 
»>|#Hur)Jed  pijblic  debt  contracted  since  the  war 
pfjifioaiing  i^blic  debt  outstanding 

J 
I 


f  ;|t  the  agji-gate  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  30ih  September,  1815,  was  the 
. -jumof     i 119,635,553  46 


$38  335.832  58 
68  374  744  94 
16  920,115  41 

8123,630,692  93 


^  that  th^Iaggregate  addition  since  30th  of  September,  1815,  is  - 


All  whi'^ih  is  respectfully  submitted. 


$3,995,134  47 


A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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PROTECTION    TO    MANUFACTURERS 

WOOLLEN  FABRICS. 


OF 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  March  6,  1816.] 

Mr,  Newton,  from  the  Commiitee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufaciure.i,  to  which  were  referred 
the  memorials  and  peiilionsof  the  manufacturers 
of  wool,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee,  having  given  this  subject  all 
the  consideration  that  its  importaucc  merits,  beg 
leave  to  present,  with  due  respect  to  the  House, 
the  re»ult  of  their  investigations. 

The  correctness  of  the  following  estimate  the 
committee  are  no  way  di>posed  to  question: 
Amount  of  capital  lupposed 

to  be  invested  in  buildings, 

machinerj,  Ac.         ...         .     $12,000,000 
Value  of  raw  material  con- 
sumed annually        -  -  $7,000,000 
lacrease  of  value  bj  manu- 

facluring 


12.000,000 


50,000 
50,000 


19,000,000 


Value  of  woollen  goods  man. 

ufactured  annually 
Number  of  per-  >  constantly 
sons  employed  \  occasionally 

100,000 

The  committee  having  in  a  report  presented 
to  the  Hou.>e  on  tlie  13ih  uf  February  last,  un  the 
memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manufacturers  of 
cotton,  expressed  their  opinion  on  the  policy  of 
fostering  manufacturing  esiablishmenls,  consider 
themselves  relieved  from  the  necessity  uf  repeating 
the  same  arguments.  Every  reason  then  urg'-d  for 
sustaining  the  cotton  manufacturing  establish- 
ments applies  with  etjual  force  in  lavur  of  the 
woollen.  The  committee,  influenced  by  the  same 
reasons,  feel  themselves  bound  to  accord  the  same 
justice  to  the  manufacturers  of  wool. 

The  following  resolution  is,  therefore,  with 
due  respect  submitted  to  the  House: 

Resolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  30ih  day 
June  next,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  authorized 
by  law,  there  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected  on 
woollen  goods  imported  into  the  United  States 
and  Territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign  country 
whatever, per  centum  ad  valorem. 


To  the  honorable  the  chairman  and  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Gentlemen  :  Being  informed  that  you  are  pre- 
paring to  submit  to  Congress  a  report  on  the  sub- 
ject of  manufactures,  as  connected  with  the  na- 
tional pro'perityof  the  country,  we,  the  subscribers, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  remarks  respect- 
ing the  capital  employed  in  the  woollen  business 
in  the  United  States,  the  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed, the  quantity  of  wool  consumed,  and  the 
aggregate  amount  of  all  the  woollen  cloth  now 
manufactured. 

At  this  time  there  are  in  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut alone  twenty-five  establishment:*  for  the 
manufacture  of  woollen  cloths,  employing  twelve 

hundred  persons,  and  as   many  more   indirectly    __ ^ ---     --   „  

who  do  not  immediately  appertaio  to  the  estab-j  different  States  of  the  manufactured  goods,  and 


liahment.  The  capital  already  invested  therein 
amounts  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars;  and  they  are  capable  of  making,  and  prob- 
bly  do  manufacture  annually,  equal  in  amount  to 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  yards  of 
narrow,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
yards  of  broadcloths.  Besides  this  quantity  made 
at  the  establishments,  it  is  calculated  there  are  five 
hundred  thousand  yards  made  annnually  in  fami- 
lies and  dressed  in  the  country  clothiers' shops; 
partof  which  is  regularly  sold  to  thecountry  stores; 
doing  away,  thus  far,  their  former  practice  of  sup- 
plying themselves  with  British  gooJs  of  a  similar 
description.  The  value  of  all  the  woollen  cloths 
thus  manufactured,  at  the  lowest  estimate,  is 
about  $1,500,000,  making  a  home  market  for  a 
staple  of  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  wool, 
or  the  produce  of  four  hundred  thousand  sheep. 
With  regard  to  the  whole  quantity  of  woollen 
goods  manufactured  in  the  United  Stales  we  can- 
not at  present  speak  with  precision;  but,  from 
the  best  information  obtained  there  is  at  this  time 
annually  manufactured  in  all  the  States  to  the 
amount  of  S19  000  000,  requiring  a  capital,  in 
buildings  and  machinery,  of  $12,000,000,  and  em- 
ploying fifty  thousand  persons  immediately  in  the 
business,  and  as  many  more  indirectly.  With 
that  encouragement  which  we  deem  it  the  policy 
of  the  Government  to  bestow  on  this  branch  of 
our  industry,  the  quantity  of  woollens  manufac- 
tured in  this  country  would  be  doubled  in  four 
years,  and  nearly  sufficient  to  supply  the  whole 
demand  of  the  United  States. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  woollen  manu- 
facture IS  now  making  a  home  market  for  an 
important  staple  of  our  country,  equal   in  value 
to  $7,000  000;  that   the  product  of  its   industry, 
equal  to  $19,000,000,  is  a  great  gain  of  national 
wealth,  in  giving  employment  to  various  kinds 
of  labor,  at  the  same   time  preventing  foreigners 
Irum  drawing  great  resources  from  us  in  the  sale 
of  their  manufactures;    that   it  produces  an  in- 
terest in  the  country  thai,  under  all  circumstances, 
is  an  American  interest ;  the  policy  of  giving  it 
the  necessary  support  becomes  oL.vious  to  every 
unprejudiced  mind.     At  the  same  time  that  it  is 
aiding  and  encouraging  agriculture  in  consuming 
her   productions,  it   is   in  no  degree  taking  from 
her  the  labor  necessary  to  carry  on  her  operations. 
A  great  proportion  of  the  woollen  manufacture  is 
done  by  the  assistance  of  labor-saving  machinery, 
which    is  almost    exclusively  superintended    by 
women  and  children,  and  the  infirm,  who  would 
otherwise   be  wholly  destitute  of  employment; 
whereas  they  are  now  able   to   maintain   them- 
selves.    The  manual  labor  employed   is  of  that 
class  who,  from  their  previous  habits  and  occu- 
pations in  life,  are  wholly  unfitted  for  agricultural 
pursuits;  and  who,  if  not  thus  employed  would, 
in  most  instances,  be  a  burden  on  society.  Among 
this  description  are  to   be  numbered  many  valu- 
able foreigners  who  are  daily  arriving  among  us 
'0  needy  and  indigent  circumstances,  and  whose 
only  employment  has  been  in  the  manufacturing 
business  at  home.     In  the  exchange  between  the 
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of^Ue  raw  mJiterials,  and  in  the  growing  wants 
dl^any  foreign  articles,  as  dye  stuffs,  <tc.,  the 
ciwieroe  of  ;air  country,  particularly  the  coast- 
ipjrf  trade,  is  Equally  benefited  with  our  agricul- 

^he  woolILn  manufacture  do^not  languish 
foJWnt  of  necessary  support  frowGovernment 
aifljs  tinoe,  tiiere  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  in  the 
cikis^  of  a  v^ry  (ew  years  we  shall  be  able  to 
s(j»*ly  the  wl^jle  demand  of  the  United  States, 
ai}|;ttt  a  loweirate  than  our  manufacture  can  be 
UpWJfted  frorrt-,  abroad.  Great  Britain  excludes 
Mai»«>ollen  g'h>ds,  nor  suffers  a  yard  of  cloth  to 
l^Uxported  ei^cept  in  a  finished  state.  It  is  not 
i[i:£iiques(iodi  with  her  manufacturers  who  shall 
sel^i  highest  prices,  but,  who  can  manufacture 
tli&beapest  ;and  this  competition  has  enabled 
heSty  underst^l  all  the  nations  in  Europe.  The 
sai-e»encoura^ment  to  the  business  in  this  coun- 
ti^Js^iU  prodi^'e  a  like  competition,  and  enable 
us>*fentuallyvto  undersell  her  even  in  foreign 
^Jf\i€ls.  Th«;  amount  of  woollen  cloths  now 
ihi'jci'ted  intOiihe  United  States  is  supposed  to  be 

If  Ije  quaniivy  now  manufactured  is  about  $19,- 
(JG^JUOO  in  valpe.  It  is  a  business  susceptible  of 
atrfJQcrease  ofjtwenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent,  an- 
LAi  \[y  ;  so  tha^  in  the  course  of  five  years  at  least, 
Vf  r^ay  be  able  to  clothe  ourselves  independent 
(Li  ay  foreign  nation,  and  give  a  new  stimulus  to 
4p  i^Qulture  wAich  is  now  languishing  from  the 
lit;"  ^f sit y  of  dijpending  upon  a  precarious  foreign 
iji  -  ijet  for  m(.5t  of  her  important  productions. 
•  \  ^^  remaia,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your 
iient  humble  servants. 


i*    ARTHUR  W.  MAGILL, 
^    WM.  YOUNG. 


-  I  ly  actual  experience  being  principally  in  the 
?(  qn  manuOSfcture.  my  entire  belief  in  the  cor- 
re  '  less  of  ijte  preceding  statement  is  founded 
o|j  iTPy  knowirdge  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
siiti<d  it ;  I.  therefore,  cheerfully  add  my  name. 
;   '  '  '  ISAAC  BRIGQS. 

'!  P 

I  ^  SUMMARY. 

P  yhjanent    cai^ital    in    buildings    and 
^^chinery 

manQ' 


Ai/it!^  vilue  if  raw   material,   m 

.||(«tured    -     *   - 

^C^  of  clothti  annually  manufactured 

ikil)^ase  of  val%e  by  manufacturiog 

N  jQ-.ber  of  pervns  employed 

•  JDirecUy     -  -         -         -         50,000 
;  Jncidentalbf  -         -         -        50.000 


.    $12,000,000 


7,000,000 
19,000,000 
12,000,000 


100,000 

CTL^is  manujjicture  is  capable  of  an  increa»e  in 
ratio  of  ifcventy-fiTe  to  thirty  per  cent,  per 
fm.  i 

»  i  

,^  th^  honoTi^le  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
itmtatives  »f  the  United  Stales  of  America,  in 

■  LCbn^ress  (tssembled: 
HTJhe  memwial  and  petition  of  the  subscribers, 

^tiufac(ure(s  of  woollen  articles  in  the  Slates  of 


New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware, on  be- 
half of  themselves  and  others  engaged  in  similar 
manufactures  in  the  said  Stales,  respectfully 
showelh  :  That  your  memorialists  are  impelled 
by  the  situation  of  their  manufacture,  and  the 
effects  which  may  be  produced  upon  it  by  the 
contemplated  measures  of  Congress,  respectfully, 
to  offer  their  sentiments,  and  to  point  out  those 
circumstances  in  which  they  conceive  their  in- 
terests and  that  of  the  public  are  so  united  as  to 
merit  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  National 
Legislature. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remind  Con- 
gress that,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country, 
domestic  manufactures  have  formed  an  imp>orl- 
ant  feature  of  its  iodastry  ;  these,  founded  on 
the  genius  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  arts  they 
brought  or  have  acquired  from  Europe,  have  intro- 
duced and  established  many  of  the  most  useful 
manufactures,  among  which  none  is  more  con- 
spicuous than  that  of  woollen  ;  this  has  not 
only  increased  as  fast  as  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  supplied  the  raw  material,  but  when- 
ever any  circumstances  have  given  it  further 
encouragement,  it  has  shown  itself  sufficiently 
founded  in  the  wants  and  ability  of  the  country 
to  go  beyond  this,  and  to  rise  in  a  very  material 
degree  to  its  support.  Such  was  the  case  during 
the  stamp  act  and  the  Revolutionary  war,  when 
the  woollen  manufacture  became  greatly  extend- 
ed ;  but  the  raw  material,  the  population  and  gen- 
eral ability  of  the  country  were  then  all  too  feeble 
to  give  It  a  decided  permanent  establishment,  so 
that,  upon  the  renewal  of  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  it  sunk  again  under  a  competition  with 
their  manufactures,  until  within  the  last  five 
years,  when  many  circumstances  have  arisen, 
and  particularly  two,  viz  :  the  introduction  of 
sheep,  and  the  separation  from  Europe  by  the 
war,  which  have  given  to  the  manufacture  such 
a  basis,  that  its  complete  establishment  in  the 
country  is  no  longer  doubtful. 

The  introduction  of  sheep,  and  particularly  of 
the  merino  breed,  gave  to  the  country  at  once  an 
agricultural  object,  which  every  State  in  Europe 
had  been  striving  to  realize,  but  without  an  im- 
mediate demand  for  the  wool  it  would  not  have 
been  realized  here,  at  least  at  the  lime  and  to  the 
extent  which  has  been  done,  for  while  it  furnish- 
ed the  raw  material,  it  was  the  immediate  man- 
ufacture which  afforded  the  price  and  demand 
for  that  material,  and  occasioned  its  present  ex- 
tension and  establishments. 

It  is  notorious  that,  during  the  period  referred 
to,  a  great  number  ot  the  citi/ens  of  these  Stales 
have  devoted  themselves  both  to  the  breed  of 
sheep,  and  the  woollen  manufactures;  that  vast 
capitals  have  been  expended,  and  large  establish- 
ments every  where  diffused  through  the  Slates, 
which  have  supplied  the  public  wants,  and  shown 
themselves  capable  of  great  future  extension,  so 
that  altogether  a  national  object  has  been  erected, 
uniting  the  features  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
in  so  eminent  a  degree  as  con^^picuously  to  de- 
mand the  attention  of  the  Government  la  all  those 
acts  which  are  directed  to  its  national  economy. 
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Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  state  that,  upon 
the  introduction  of  the  merino  breed  of  sheep,  the 
prices  which  the  manufacturers  afforded  for  their 
wool  were  high  beyond  that  of  every  other  coun- 
try; so  that  (he  encouragement  it  received  was 
precisely  such  as  the  infant  arts  almost  always 
require  on  their  introduction,  and  other  countries 
have  been  obliged  to  give  by  legislative  provision  : 
accordingly,  the  breed  of  sheep  has  been  perma- 
nently fixed  and  diffused  over  the  soil  of  the 
United  States  without  any  other  aid.  At  pres- 
ent the  prices  which  the  manufacturers  allow  are 
still  higher  than  those  abroad,  although  wool  is 
now  much  dearer  in  Europe  than  the  usual  level 
of  peace  prices,  chiefly  owing  to  the  demand  for 
manufactures  to  be  sent  here. 

It  is  thus  that  the  import  of  our  clothing  oper- 
ates with  the  double  disadvantage:  first,  of  keep- 
ing up  the  raw  material  of  Europe  by  manufac- 
turing it  for  our  use;  and,  secondly,  depressing 
that  material  here  by  impairing  the  manufactures 
of  our  own  ;  in  both  cases  the  agricultural  object 
is  effected  through  the  manufacture,  and  in  the 
proportion  as  that  is  encouraged  abroad,  so  both 
are  depressed  at  home. 

It  is  vain  to  pretend  that  the  breed  of  sheep 
can  be  maintained  in  these  Stales  by  an  export 
of  the  wool ;  even  the  present  prices  in  Europe 
will  not  admit  of  it ;  and  if  they  decline,  as  they 
unquestionably  will,  under  a  peace  establishment, 
it  IS  out  of  the  question.  In  the  year  1800  the 
average  price  of  British  wool  was  less  than 
twenty  cents  per  pound,  which,  after  the  expense 
of  export,  could  in  no  way  support  the  growth  of 
it  here;  at  this  moment  the  prices  of  wool  are 
higher  here  than  abroad,  and.  if  the  manufacture 
is  supported,  they  will  probably  always  remain 
so,  since  the  charges  of  export  and  import  give 
them  a  material  support.  Besides  this,  it  is  by 
manufactures  actually  existing  on  the  spot  where 
the  wool  is  grown,  that  it  receives  its  surest  en- 
couragement. These  furnish  an  immediate  mar- 
ket, and  leach  the  agriculturist  all  the  itnprove- 
ments  in  quality,  by  which  excellence  is  obtained; 
of  this  the  whole  history  of  the  material  furnishes 
a  proof.  It  was  by  the  refined  manufactures  of 
the  Arabs  in  Spain,  that  the  fleeces  of  that  coun- 
try received  those  improvements,  which  the  laws 
01  the  Mesta  now  barely  support;  and  the  present 
variety  and  goodness  of  the  British  wool  has 
been  obtained  by  its  manufactures.  No  doubt, 
therefore,  can  exist  as  to  the  fact  that  it  is  through 
the  medium  of  the  manulacture  that  the  growth 
of  the  wool  can  be  improved,  or  even  maintained, 
in  these  States. 

Our  manufacturers  have  already  furnished  a 
large  quantity  of  superfine  cloths,  of  coarse  cloths, 
and  many  new  articles  peculiarly  suited  to  our 
climate.  In  their  infancy  they  could  scarcely  be 
expected  to  furnish  all  that  the  country  demand- 
ed, or  to  obtain  the  perfect  excellence  of  nations 
who  had  manufactured  them  for  ages.  But  it  is 
notorious,  that  the  quantity  was  rapidly  becoming 
sufficient  for  our  consumption,  and  that  a  large 
proportion  of  our  cloths  were  equal  to  the  best  in 
Europe.     What  deficiencies  existed  would  have 


soon  yielded  to  existing  skill ;  and  one  object  was 
obtained  with  certainty,  viz:  that  of  giving  the 
country  a  large  amount  of  substantial  clothing 
with  every  moderate  degree  of  excellence,  and 
inferior  only  to  articles  of  refined  luxury. 

On  this  head  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
remark  that,  although  the  importation  of  foreign 
manufactures  comprises  a  great  number  of  most 
useful  articles  essential  to  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try, yet  a  large  proportion  of  it  consists  of  those 
which  are  more  alluring  by  their  fashion  than 
their  use.  The  wealth  of  Europe  encourages 
these  at  home,  and  a  constant  supply  of  them  is 
required  by  its  luxury  and  the  state  of  its  arts, 
which  are  better  rewarded  by  these  refined  in- 
ventions than  the  more  useful  ones.  H«re,  with- 
out railing  against  the  introduction  of  elegance 
and  even  a  moderate  degree  of  luxury  itself,  it  is 
certain  that  our  own  manufactures  are  depreci- 
ated more  by  the  novelty  and  fashion  of  foreign 
articles  than  by  those  which  are  the  most  useful; 
and  that  a  very  great  proportion  of  our  wealth 
goes  abroad  for  the  allurements  which  foreigners 
present  to  us.  While,  therefore,  we  can  supply 
ourselves  with  articles  sufficient  for  every  moder- 
ate degree  of  gratification,  it  is  consistent  with 
the  practice  of  the  wisest  nations,  and  the  sound- 
est principles  of  political  economy,  that  they 
shoulJ  be  encouraged  ;  and  ihat  foreign  articles 
which  interfere  with  them  should  be  made  the 
objects  of  revenue  by  Government,  which  those 
who  use  them  ought  to  pay. 

Almost  every  nation  has  now  adopted  the  sys- 
tem of  making  Its  revenue  laws  the  org^n  of  pro- 
tection to  its  arts;  and  this  system  having  been 
already  used  in  these  States,  a  universal  convic- 
tion prevails  that  Congress  will  make  it  one  of 
the  bases  of  the  new  tariff  of  duties.  Your  me- 
morialists are,  therefore,  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  It  must  be  desirable  to  Congress  to  obtain 
correct  information  of  what  precise  duties  the 
interests  of  the  manufacturers  demand,  and  it  is 
their  sincere  desire  to  furnish  such  information  as 
to  that  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

Upon  this  head  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
remark  that  they  do  not  wish  for  a  rate  of  duties 
which  may  injure  any  other  department  of  in- 
dustry, or  give  an   excessive  encouragement  to 
their  own  ;  their  sole  object  is  such  as  will  pre- 
vent their  individual  ruin,  and  maintain  the  man- 
ufacturing establishments  of  the  country.     It  is 
certain  that  a  considerable  duly  is  necessary  for 
this  purpose,  and  there  are  some  circumstances 
which  may  enable  us  to  fix  it  with  tolerable  pre- 
cision.    Under   the  old  duties,  previous  to  the 
war,  there   was   not  encouragement  enough    to 
introduce  the  woollen  manufacture,  so  that  it  ap- 
pears certain   that  these  duties  would  not  now 
maintain  it.     Under  the  present  dunes  it  has  lan- 
guished, and  in  a  considerable  degree  declined 
since  the  peace ;  yet  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
when  ihe  shock  first  given  by  foreign  import  sub- 
sides, they  may  be  maintained  with  a  moderate, 
though  certainly  not  with  a  great  profit  to  the 
manufacturer.      There   are   two   circumstances 
which   prevent  a  more  precise  opinion  on  this 
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rktJaslof  ihdve  i 
<c«iKr  again.  <^d 
(5"lsli]erable   »lul 


f  ihe^e  is  accideDial,lhou2h  it  may  often 

the  bfst  checks  for  it  eitisis  in 

les.     Of  the  former,  the  exieni 


Kt;  first, 'the  almost  certain  decline  of  the 

Is  abroadi  and  the  next,  the  excessive  im- 
lion  of  ii)e  present  year,  which  has  lowered 
pfl^s  here  b«^ODd   their  fair  or  accurate  vajue 
Tji^Jaslo' 
aga 
lera 

I  yet  be  ascertained  ;  it  is  certain,  however. 
tiXjVulure  inrrproveinent  in  the  siate  of  the  man- 
.'%cfiire  here  is  less  to  be  looked  fur  than  discuur- 
i  /tiient ;  so  ihat,  without  any  speculative  cal- 
^  Ijjiions  upoo  what  may  occur,  but  taking  what 
V  "l#now  as  (^ur  guide,  it  seems  certain  that  the 
p  i^ifOt  dutie^  may  maintain  the  manufactures 
{)  ijje  countrj,  but  that  unquestionably  nothing 
:c  iyr\\l  do  it.; 

Tlur  memcjrialists  might  urge  a  great  number 


ci«ia{;is  and  farther  reasoning  to  show  the  pro- 
p;  rjy  of  fixiijg  the  duties  at  the  rate  they  have 


required  l^y  manufactured  articles.  This  sort  of 
aid  has  already  been  given  to  the  commerce  of 
the  United  Slates  by  their  manufactures :  a  great 
portion  of  our  agricultural  produce  is  already 
doubled  in  value  before  it  leaves  us.  and  is  car- 
ried to  ott)er  nations  in  a  shape  which  siill  more 
enhances  it.  Our  flour,  for  instance,  would  not 
be  applied  to  the  supply  of  many  countries  with- 
out manufacture,  and  (he  produce  of  our  miner- 
als and  forests  requires  this  sort  of  conversion, 
often,  to  give  iheni  value  at  all ;  but.  beyond  the 
resource  thus  furnished  to  commerce,  the  supply 
of  our  warns  at  home,  and  the  independence  of 
the  country  are  obj«cts  of  still  greater  importance. 
In  this  way  our  wealth  is  increased  by  saving  it, 
the  genius  of  our  citizens  awakened,  their  in- 
dustry rewarded,  and  the  value  of  evt-ry  poriioa 
ol  labor  enhanced  at  home,  instead  of  encour- 
aging ihe  agriculture,  commerce,  and  raanulac- 
turing  skill  of  other  nations. 

Your  memorielists  ft-el  no  doubt  that  the  ap- 
plications of  other  manufacturers  will  receive  the 
same  attention  from  Congress  as  iheir  own.  and 
especially  that  of  the  cotton  manufacturers;  leav- 
ing these,  then,  to  what  they  can  urge  wiih  more 
propriety  for  themselves,  they  cannot  but  remark 
that  the  cotton  manufacture  bids  fair  to  supply 
so  large  a  portion  of  our  clothing,  as  to  free  tiiat 
of  wool  from  the  fears  which  might  be  enter- 
tained a.'«  to  its  inability  tu  furni.>h  a  sufficient 
supfily  for  the  country.  It  is  certain  that  our  re- 
sources for  the  cotton  manufacture  are  unbound- 
ed, and  that,  in  our  climate,  it  will  furnish  a  vast 
portion  of  our  clothing;  the  extension  of  the 
growth  of  wool  and  its  manufacture,  therefore, 
are  such  as  to  leave  no  reasonable  doubt  but  that, 
under  proper  encouragement,  it  will,  at  no  very 

\»itfis  tne  surest  support,  ana  wnenever  me  iniro-    distant  period,   supply  all  our   remaining  wants, 

<3ll:tion  of  netv  objects  of  cultivation,  or  the  sup-    and  especially  those  articles  for  which   wool  is 

jf^i  of  the  o!^  require  legislative  aid,  they  ought,    essential. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  conceive  that,  at 
this  period,  any  friend  to  this  country  would 
draw  distinctions  between  its  various  establish- 
ments unfaviirable  to  either.  Speculative  theo- 
ries derived  from  other  countries  or  other  ages 
can  rarely  be  applied,  with  justice,  to  lur  own; 
but  if  these  theories  are  indulged  they  can  only 
be  drawn  frc^in  aoust-s  or  a  state  of  society  dilfer- 
enl  troni  wliat  we  enjoy.  The  manufactures 
abroad  may  be  considered  as  of  two  distinct 
kinds;  the  one  consisting  of  great  commercial 
establishments,  to  which  the  wliole  mass  of  soci- 
ety is  devoted  ;  the  other  those  of  a  more  confined 
character,  which  run  hand  in  hand  with  agricul- 
ture, and  afford  a  useful  aid  to  commerce,  with- 
out becoming  iis  sole  support.  The  latter  exists 
throughout  all  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
nourishes  every  other  applicntioa  of  labor;  the 
former  exists  chiefly  lu  Great  Britain,  from 
wiieijce  we  derive  some  of  the  most  useful,  and 
all  the  injurious  ideas  of  manufactures.  Her  in- 
siiiuiious,  however,  are  derived  from  her  peculiar 
>ituaiion  ;  abounding  in  minerals,  and  wi>h  a  soil 
-|>.  uuTT  v-iiji""'  "^  luiiuuux,,.^  „....v^«v  ...  »u  incapable  ol  su>iaiiiing  lier  inhabitants,  she  is 
fiery  State  k(,ey  furnish  the  greatest  resources  ol  I  compelled  to  an   unbounded   scope  ot   mauufac- 

.v^iuimetce.  a),  may  be  seen  by  the  vast  carriage!  lures  tu  sustain   her  commerce,  and  to  feed  her 

i 


i^ciioned.  or;evea  higher,  but  they  are  not  de- 
3i)s  unnecessarily  to  swell  this  memorial  into 
■i-f.-pass  up^n  the  attention  of  Congress.  Ii 
t  Ji«tars  proper-,  however,  that,  in  expressing  their 
i(' i^ifnients  ai  to  their  own  manufacture,  ihey 
it  Jijld  also  ejipress  those  they  feel  for  others,  and 
fl,  it'cularly  tjie  two  great  objects  of  agriculture 
t  |i;ommerc<|.  It  iscertain  that  all  the  three  great 
f  ynions  of  l^bor  ought  to  receive  the  patronage 
y  ilisupporl  l^ey  require  without  partiality,  and 
J>Jrt»  trust  tht«'  wisdom  of  Congress  will  always 
a^i  J  it  wheni  neressary. 

■"jur   raen^orialistj,  however,  cannot  but   re- 
rk  that  tht^agriculture  and  commerce  of  these 
(es  already  rest  upon  a  basis  which   does  not 
ear  easily  iirapaired  ;  the  agriculture,  directed 
li^Dbjects  in  iniversal  demand  for  the   most  ne- 
b^ry   wantf  of  mankind,   derives   from   these 
\»4t^is  the  surest  support,  and  whenever  the  intro- 
:tion  of  netv  objects  of  cultivation,  or  the  sup- 
ri  of  the  o!il  require  legislative  aid,  they  ought, 
.will,  cioupiless,  receive  it ;  in  the  same  man- 
the  carriifge  of  our  vast  produce  gives  a  sup- 
l\  to  our  ci'mmerce  equally  permanent.     Tlie 
ht  united   a!6rord  a  solid  aid  to  each  other;  the 
a  Iriculiure  by  furnishing  the  means,  and  com- 
r  .^ece,  by  exploring  the  sources  of  supply.     It  is 

ti;  that  hoxtf  possess  a  foundation  which,  aided 
a  just  proieciion  of  our  rights,  and  by  those 
f  4tfrable  reaulatinns  which  it  has  always  betn 
I  if  .object  of  {Congress  to  make,  presents  at  oi;ce 
a  ^imulus  arid  support  to  tne  existing  agricul- 
t  ^^  of  our  (^ountry  which  will  extend  it  over 
i  f  Dur  soil.    * 

'^ut  raanufictures  advance  with  a  feebler  step  ; 
I  yve  which  are  matured  to  the  highest  excellence 
(JfeJn  depend-  in  their  infancy,  upon  individual 
,V|tion,and  (hey  have  a  peculiar  species  of  com- 
ii»tors  in  tht  population,  the  skill,  and  long  ei- 
^r'ence  of  wher  nations,  above  all,  in  the  jeal- 
y  with  wt^ich   each   nation    watches  its  own 
i;   their  whole   history,  therefore,  is  a  record 
(.  in  the  ^tjiroduction  of  them  into  any  nation, 
re  IS  a  period  when  public  aid  is  essential,  and 
i  they  ci»|inol  be   introduced  without  it.     In 
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people.  In  these,  however,  it  is  from  momentary 
abuses  in  some  of  her  manufactures  alone,  that 
injurious  impressions  of  them  are  derived;  for  il 
we  examine  them  all,  with  proper  discrimination, 
we  shall  find  liiat  the  far  greater  part  of  them, 
and  particularly  her  woollen  manufacture,  com- 
prises the  most  free  and  cornforial-le  portion  of 
tier  population  ;  this  character  applies  to  every 
State  of  the  Continent.  France  and  Germany 
have,  for  ages,  carried  on  large  manufactures, 
without  the  least  injury  to  th^ir  people,  or  their 
agriculture  ;  and  the  history  of  Europe  will  prove 
that  manufactures  have  been,  in  every  age,  the 
nurseries  of  its  freedom  and  prosperity.  To  their 
existence  liberty  is  essential ;  for  to  raise  or  to 
buy  the  raw  materials,  to  sell  their  productions, 
or  to  pursue  their  inventions  and  skill,  requires 
that  freedom  from  restraint  which  first  compelled 
the  feudal  lords  of  Europe  to  emancipate  their 
artists,  while  they  chained  their  agricultural  sub- 
jects to  the  soil.  From  hence  the  cities  of  Italy 
first  rose  into  free  Slates,  and  the  progress  of  the 
useful  arts  nourished  :iie  Reformation,  and  gave 
to  the  cities  of  Germany  and  Flanders,  to  Geneva, 
and  to  Nisme^i,  a  portion  of  liberty  which  no 
other  part  of  Europe  possessed. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  ask  for  an  encour- 
agement injurious  to  any  portion  of  their  fellow- 
citizeos,  or  the  interests  of  their  country.  The 
mass  of  labor  here,  as  elsewhere,  is  comprised  in 
the  three  great  divisions  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures;  but  these  are  so  con- 
nected that  benefit  bestowed  on  one  must  extend 
to  all.  Under  a  free  constitution  and  equal  laws, 
the  children  of  the  State  justly  ask  the  same  pat- 
ronage, to  whichever  object  they  direct  their  in 
dustry.  Our  population  has  now  risen  to  a  large 
amount,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  it  is  com- 
prised in  our  cities  and  towns;  these  are  neces- 
sary to  nourish  the  moredifl'used  districts  of  agri- 
culture, by  furnishing  them  with  markets,  and 
supplying;  those  wants  for  which  a  comlnnation 
of  labor  is  required  ;  hence  their  application  to 
manufactures  is  at  once  natural  and  essential. 
Besides  these,  our  numerous  streams  of  water,  our 
minerals,  our  woods,  and  our  tillage,  all  invite  to 
the  employment  of  inanufdcturmg  skill.  In  this 
the  choice  will  always  be  best  determined  by  the 
most  necessary  wants  of  the  country;  and  what 
we  ask  IS,  not  to  direct  or  give  to  manufactures 
an  unnatural  aid,  but  tu  protect  them  frora  for- 
eign injury.  For  a  long  period,  it  is  none  but  the 
most  necessary  which  can  be  reared,  and  while 
our  vast  tt-rritory,  and  the  unbounded  scope  it 
ofiers  for  agricultural  labor  will,  perhaps,  forever 
prevent  the  introduction  of  any  oitier,  the  settle- 
ment of  that  territory  itself  will  proceed  with  tlie 
surer  step,  as  we  become  independent  iu  our  re- 
sources. 

There  are  two  facts  of  considerable  importance, 
which  your  memorialists  believe  may  be  fully 
established  :  first,  that  the  import  of  foreign 
goods  iQ  most  years,  and  particularly  in  the  pres- 
ent one,  already  exceeds  tlie  value  we  can  pay  by 
our  exports.  This  circumstance  is  in  a  great  de- 
gree similar  to  what  occurred  upon  the  peace  of 


1783,  when  the  country  was  so  inundated  with 
foreign  articles  that  the  manufactures  were  de- 
>troyed,  and  our  citizens  torn  to  pieces  for  many 
years  to  pay  lor  them.  The  late  wars  in  Europe 
by  presenting  new  and  extraordinary  objects  of 
commerce  to  us.  retrieved  our  embarrassments, 
and  threw  into  the  country  a  mass  of  wealth 
which  overpaid  the  deGciency  of  our  proper  ex- 
ports; but  these  extraordinary  objects  are  not  to 
be  expected  in  peace,  when  the  balance  against 
us  must  again  increase,  unless  we  cau  prevent  it 
by  our  domestic  economy. 

The  other  fact  is,  that  the  manufactures  of  the 
country,  altogether,  have  become  so  important 
that  the  carnage  of  raw  materials  from  abroad, 
(chiefly  of  kinds  we  do  not  produce  at  all,  or  ngt 
m  sufficient  quantities,)  actually  exceeds,  in  point 
of  tonnage,  ttiat  winch  is  employed  in  manufac- 
tured articles;  and  if,  to  the  tonnage  thus  em- 
ployed abroad,  we  add  that  which  conveys  our 
raw  materials  and  manufactures  coastwise,  we 
shall  find  that  they  already  support  a  most  im- 
portant part  of  our  commerce,  of  that  kind  which 
we  can  secure  and  extend  in  peace,  and  which  is 
of  all  others  the  most  interesting  to  the  country, 
viz:  the  increase  and  employment  of  our  ships 
and  seamen,  to  whom  fi eights  are  the  proper  ob- 
jects of  employment,  and  it  will  be  at  once  per- 
ceived how  much  these  are  increased  by  the  im- 
port of  such  articles  as  hemp,  iron,  copper,  lead, 
brimstone,  and  the  like,  over  fine  and  costly  man- 
ufactures. 

Your  memorialists  are  sensible  that  very  erro- 
neous ideas  have  prevailed  as  to  the  profit  yielded 
by  the  woollen  manulacture,  which  has  beeu 
considered  as  very  great  during  the  war.  In  order 
to  counteract  this  opinion,  which  is  incorrect, 
your  memorialists  state  that  when  the  manufac- 
ture was  begun,  jut  before  the  war.  washed  me- 
rino wool  was  at  less  lUan  one  dollar  per  pound, 
but  that,  during  the  war,  it  rose  to  three  dollars, 
so  that  the  wool  in  a  yard  of  cloth  cost  at  least 
SIX  dollars,  and  the  materials  for  finishing  it 
and  workmanship  wereequally  liigh;  it  was  these, 
therefore,  and  not  the  profit,  that  enhanced  the 
price  ut  cloth  ;  and  they  prove  that  the  manufac- 
ture was  actually  instituted  at  the  risk  of  the 
manufacturer  himself,  but  that  the  profit  was 
largely  shared  with  the  agriculturist  and  other 
laborers  of  the  country;  besides  which,  it  is  cer- 
tain the  profit,  whatever  it  was,  carne  at  a  fortu- 
nate period  to  introduce  the  manufacture  and 
supply  the  country;  nor  has  it  been  employed 
long  enough  to  give  either  a  reward  or  lair  ex- 
periment to  the  introducers  of  it;  since  the  pe- 
riod has  been  so  short  that  a  great  part  of  it  has 
necessarily  been  taken  up  in  forming  the  estab- 
liahcuents,  at  great  cost,  and  ttiey  are  always 
known  to  be  least  productive  for  the  first  few 
years.  At  present,  the  manufacturer  here  caq 
afi'ord  to  make  a  piece  of  cloth  at  about  the  same 
price  as  it  may  be  impoited  for,  that  is,  at  eight 
dollars  per  yard ;  but  he  cannot  make  it  here  for 
wlial  It  cau  be  made  in  England,  because  the 
materials  and  workmanship  are  botti  much  higher 
here  ;  nor  is  the  cost  of  carriage  and  old  dunes 


I 

I 

*5  J 


I! 


1^  J 


! 


APPENDIX. 


1712 


1 


T 


1*=^ 


Comperuation  of  Officers  of  the  Ciutonu. 


f^Ugh  to  ptJy  the  difference.  It  absolutely  re 
^kirts  the  w^ole  of  the  present  duties,  as  they 
nZfK  exist,  ajid  these  cannot  be  considered  as 
h^\  when  it  is  seen  that  they  are  to  comprise  all 
tls<  KiaDufac^rer's  profit,  and  protect  him  fro nn 
«i4  ^is  disad-^antages,  especially  the  following: 
fiit'trthe  higher  prices  he  pays  here  for  the  wool, 
tl^  inachinety.  and  the  workmanship;  second, 
|1A<  Probable  depression  of  wool  and  cloth  abroad ; 
iLirily,  the  inormous  import  sold  here  below 
tli  «h|  cost ;  anj,  lastly,  the  prejudice  of  the  coua- 

r ,'  jn  favor  <if  foreign  fabrics. 
J^our  meitorialists  cannot   but  conclude   by 

:  ii^ising  th.Mr  conyiction  that  the  absolute  fate 

)\  tieir  maawfacture  depends  on  the  determina- 
U4$|Df  Congwss,  and  with  it  the  fate  of  a  great 
tnjtoeer  of  ciljzens  who  have  engaged  in  it ;  that 
i(^Lf  entered  jinto  it  under  the  encouragement 
S^h  by  the>late  war,  is  correct,  as  without  en- 
t»t^r»gement  Jrom  some  source  no  important  in- 
s'4^ion  wou>-J  ever  be  begun;  but  it  is  certain 
itJw^neither  >,ow,  nor  upon  any  future  occasion, 
^Tijlil  the  citrzens  of  the  United  States  be  sup- 
^.'fjejl  to  embirk  in  such  undertakings,  where  the 
piif^te  hazard  is  always  great,  solely  upon  the 
pit^riousnes;.  of  public  measures;  to  look  for- 
t»*T!|,  therefo|^e,  to  the  public  patronage  when 
tlj^might  rtjquire  it,  was,  as  it  ever  will  be,  a 
<f^?aable  rer^urce,  upon  which  every  man  who 
:^es  io  Sv'.ch  undertakings  must  depend.  It 
itien,  with  confidence  that  they  now  rely  upon 
jneasures  of  Congress  for  that  protectioD 
fh  IS  essetitial  to  them,  and  with  them  to  the 
■w^oflen  manufacture  and  growth  of  wool  in  the 
U*i*lred  StaiPi;  and  they  respectfully  pray  thai 
Cijliijres?.  tak^g  the  premises  into  its  most  seri- 
oij^  Jonsidera'^.on,  will  grant  the  protection  they 
tcfiujre,  by  cOiitinuing  at  least  the  present  duties 
n£r.^  all  wooljen  articles  of  foreign  manufacture 
iilj)^rted  into^the  United  States. 

f>t  \^M.  R.  RODMAN,  and  others. 


^HviPE.\SATIO.\  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
ys  jj         CUSTOMS. 

an'ommuniQ^ted  to  the  House,  March  21,  1816.] 
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Treasury  Department, 

March  21,  181G. 

titions  hereinafter  mentioned  have 
to    this    Denartmenl    at   different 


this    Department   at 


$fR :  The 
|t|  referred 

If:  • 

The  pe'ition  of  the   inspectors  of  the   cus- 
p|  of  the  pj>rt  of  Philadelphia,  praying  an  in- 
^^e  of  theij  compensation. 
\  ^}  The  petitions  of  the  inspectors  and  weighers 
c>f  lie   custor'is  at    New  York,   with  a   similar 

•Jj..  The  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  the  customs 

i^ltiraore.Vith  a  similar  prayer. 

if  the  act-of  the  2d  of  March,  1799,  (vol.  4,) 
•compensAiion  of  an  inspector  was  fixed  at  a 
"  not  exceeding  two  dollars  for  every  day  that 

(Sliould  be  Actually  employed  in  aid  of  the  cus- 

i<j.  to  be  p»tid  by  the  collector  out  of  the  rev- 


enue, and  charged  te  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  amount  produced,  at  certain  rates,  reg- 
ulated by  the  quantity,  and  the  kind  of  the  arti- 
cles measured,  weighed,  or  gauged.  It  is  believed 
that  the  compensation  of  this  class  of  officers  has 
seldom  exceeded  at  any  place  the  average  of  two 
dollars  for  each  day;  and  that,  at  many  places,  it 
falls  much  below  that  sum. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  effective  value  of  the 
compensation,  which  was  allowed  in  1799,  has 
been  greatly  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  en- 
hanced price  of  every  article  of  subsistence  and 
comfort.  The  service  of  the  inspector  has,  also 
become  much  more  severe  and  important  than  ii 
was  at  that  period.  The  compensation  of  the 
weighers,  measurers,  and  gaugers,  might  be  con- 
sidered as  increasing  with  the  increase  of  their 
business;  but,  in  truth,  the  effect  of  the  increase 
of  business  must  be  the  employment  of  a  greater 
number  of  those  officers,  and,  consequently,  the 
compensation  of  each  will  probably  remain  sta- 
tionary. 

Under  every  Tiew  of  the  subject  I  am  impresseed 
with  the  justice  and  policy  of  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners,  by  advancing  their  pres- 
ent compensation  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per  cent. 

I    have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  William  Lowndes. 


Washington,  March  8,  1816. 

Dear  Sir  :  Some  weeks  ago  petitions  from  the 
weighers  and  inspectors  of  the  customs,  belonging 
to  the  port  of  New  York,  were  presented  to  Con- 
gress, prayingfor  an  augmeniaiion  of  salary.  This 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who,  I  have  understood,  have  laid  it 
before  you.  I  feel  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  granting  some  relief  to  the  petitioners,  and  I 
have,  therefore,  taken  the  liberty  to  address  you 
on  the  subject. 

The  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  city  of  New 
York  are  a  very  reputahie  class  of  men,  many  of 
them  old  Revolutionary  officers;  many  of  them 
persons  who  once  were  ;n  comfortable,  and  even 
elevated  circumstances,  and  who,  owing  to  ad- 
verse fortune,  have  had  to  lake  refuge,  in  advanced 
life,  in  the  scanty  shelter  from  want  that  the  p^- 
dieni  of  a  custom-house  officer  affords  ;  and  all  of 
them,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  possess  the 
character  of  being  upright  and  exemplary.  They 
are  remarked  for  their  official  integrity  :  so  much 
so,  that  I  have  never  heard  a  lisp  of  such  a  thing 
as  corruption  having  been  found  among  them. 

The  salary  now  given  them,  of  two  dollars  per 
day,  was  esfablished  about  eighteen  years  ago 
when  it  was  probably  quite  sufficient ;  but  every- 
thing has  so  enhanced  since  that  day  that  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  will  not 
go  as  far  now  as  seven  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars did  then.  No  small  tenement,  of  any  decent 
appearance  is  to  be  obtained  at  present  under  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  fuel  to  support 
one  fire  will  cost  eighty  dollars.     A  solitary  ser- 
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vant  eighty  more.  Here  is  four  hundred  and  ten 
dollar."*  of  the  seven  hundred  and  thirty  gone  for 
three  items.  The  fact  is,  I  have  ascertained,  to 
ray  perfect  conviction,  that  ihese  men  are  in  a 
deplorable  situation.  Some  oi  them  have  fami- 
lies of  five,  SIX,  and  I  know  of  one  who  has  nine 
children.  They  are  perplexed  wilh  small  debts, 
contracted  through  poverty. for  the  absolute  wants 
of  their  families,  and  muny  of  them  are  becoming 
shabby  m  their  appearance.  I  have  been  told  by 
one  that  to  school  his  children  was  out  of  the 
question,  for  he  could  not  afford  them  shoes  lo 
the  Winter.  Many  of  them  have  grown  gray  in 
the  employ,  and  most  of  them  have  been  so  long 
engaged  that  they  have  either  lost  the  knowledge 
of  all  other  business,  or  have  lost  the  means  of 
helping  themselves  to  a  change  ;  and  are  too  ne- 
cessitous to  throw  up  this  "half  a  loaf  for  the 
uncertain  hope  of  getting  into  better  bread. 

I  ought  to  mention,  also,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  double  duties,  there  has  been  a  necessity 
for  increase  of  vigilance  ;  and  this  has  compelled 
the  officers,  by  the  direction  of  their  superiors,  to 
watch  by  night  as  well  as  by  day  ;  so  that  they 
have,  of  late,  lost  two  nights'  sleep  in  a  week. 
This  has  made  their  duty  peculiarly  hard.  From 
all  these  circumstances  and  facts  I  cannot  refrain 
from  saying  that  I  think  equity  and  common  hu- 
manity dictate  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

Setting  aside  their  own  personal  claims,  good 
policy  must  imperiously  require  that  their  situa- 
tion should  be  comfortable.  These  men.  thus 
perplexed  and  needy,  are.  indirectly,  the  collec- 
tors of  the  revenue,  which,  in  New  York,  under 
the  expected  tariff,  will  amount  to  nothing  short 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  Ought 
not  the  guardians  of  this  amount  of  impost  to  be 
kept  decently  alive?  You  must  agree  with  me, 
sir,  that  starvation  is  no  great  friend  of  honesty  ; 
and  the  question  becomes  a  serious  one,  whether, 
while  all  the  means  of  life  are  amply  at  hand, 
starving  men  will  not  be  apt,  even  at  the  expense 
of  integrity,  to  help  themselves!  Men  are  best 
kept  honest  by  not  being  led  into  temptation. 
Should  they  at  once  get  corrupted,  and  the  frauds 
that  are  common  all  over  Europe  and  elsewhere, 
become  familiar  here,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
the  amount  of  injury  the  revenue  may  sustain. 

We  certainly  ought  to  augment  the  salaries  of 
these  officers  at  the  same  moment  that  we  aug- 
ment the  duties.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and,  perhaps,  a  smaller  sum  divided  annually 
among  the  petty  officers  of  the  customs,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  present  salaries,  may  be  the  means  of 
saving  one  million  per  annum  to  the  public  in- 
come. Something  of  this  kind,  most  unquestion- 
ably, must  be  done  ;  the  good  of  the  corarauniiy 
at  large  demands  it,  and  if  it  be  neglected,  the  al- 
ternative IS  inevitable  ;  either  our  inspectors  ef 
the  customs  will  become  dishonest,  or  quit  the 
employ  in  order  that  dishonest  men  may  take  their 
places. 

You  will  pardon  the  freedom  with  which  I  have 
addressed  you,  and  believe  me,  wilh  sincere  re- 
gard, dear  sir,  Ac,  WM.  IRVING. 

The  Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas. 


Senate  Chamber.  March  19.  1816. 

Sir  :  Several  respectable  individuals  of  New 
York,  whose  business  gives  them  a  particular 
knowledge  of  the  duties  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
customs,  have  signified  their  opinion  that  an  in- 
crease of  the  compensation  of  these  officers  was 
expedient,  and  that  the  public  interest  would  be 
secured  and  promoted  by  such  increase. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  uniting  in  this  opinion,  and 
of  communicating  the  same  to  you,  on  the  infor- 
mation that  the  subject  has  been  referred  for  your 
consideration  and  report. 

I  am,  sir.  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 

A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  March  22,  1816.] 

Treasury  Department, 

March  22, 1816. 

Sir:  The  petition  of  "  sundry  merchants  of 
Massachusetts,''  which  was  transmitted  in  your 
letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  with  a  request  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  for  "any  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  the  petition,  or  any  opin- 
ion m  regard  to  the  claim  oi  the  petitioners  that 
It  was  thought  proper  to  communicate."  has  been 
duly  considered,  in  connexion,  as  well  wilh  the 
documents  that  accompanied  it,  as  with  other 
documents  in  this  Department  upon  the  same 
subject,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate the  result. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1S14  great  quan- 
tities of  goods,  of  British  manufacture,  amounting, 
probably,  in  the  aggregate  value,  to  more  than  a 
million   of  dollars,    were    admitted  to    entry    at 
Hampton,  in  the  district  of  Penobscot,  and  the 
duties  upon   them  were  paid    or  secured  at  the 
time  of  the  entry.     The  goods,  or  a  considerable 
proportion  of  them,  on  their  way  to  Boston,  from 
Hampden,  were  afterwards  seized    as  forfeited, 
under  various  laws;  some  of  them  were  libelled 
in  the  district  court  of  Massachusetts,  and  others 
in  the  district  court  of  Maine  ;  and,  upon  the  trial 
of  one  of  the   libels   in   Massachusetts,   with  an 
agreement  that  the  fate  of  that  case  should,  gen- 
erally, be  binding  on  all  the  other  cases,  the  jury 
gave  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  under 
the  direction  of  the  court.     To   that  direction, 
however,  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  tendered,  and, 
upon  a  writ  of  error,  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  was  reversed,  and  a  new  trial  ordered  to  be 
had  at  the  bar  of  the  circuit  court. 

In  this  state  of  the  legal  proceedings,  the  peti- 
tioners, who  are  the  claimants  of  the  goods,  apply 
to  Congress  to  be  relieved  from  the  alleged  for- 
feiture, for  the  reasons  which  are  assigned  in  the 
petition  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  two  questions  ari&e 
for  consideration  ;  1st,  whether  the  claimants  are 
the  bona  fide  owners  of  the  goods,  and  became  so 
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■  ^  4  lawful  tfianner ;  2ii.  whether  the  importation 
bd  entry  oj  the  goods  at  Hampton  were,  under 


tllcircumsCincps"  lawful.  To  pive  the  way  for 
j<v  decision  of  the  committee,  on  these  questions, 
ft(iore  particular  statement  of  the  facts,  which 
Jrfinvulve«t  in  the  case,  becomes  proper  and  ne- 


i 


TJie  general  facts  of  the  case. 


\^*f  he  Britf^h  Government  having  declared,  du- 
•f'lS  'he  lat(^  war.  a  general  blockade  of  the  wliole 
'-p  si  of  tht»  United  States,  the  American  Gov- 

)i  ment  on- ot ,  issued  a  proclamation. 

I  testing  aijainst  the  extravagance  of  the  mea- 

e.  and  of^r'nog  to  neutral  trauers  an  assurance 

ail  the  pru*eciion  it  could  give.     Upon  tliesame 

(ijiciple  atj-j    policy  letters  were,  on  particular 

li-a^ions  wtitten  from  the  Treasury  Department 

i  rhe  collecjiors  of  the  customs,  authorizing  the 

l^iiection    ind  encouragement  of  neutral  com- 

|t|Cf  ;  andjon  the  4th  of  April,  1814,  the  non- 

I  k|rcuurse  Liws  itad  been  repealed  so  as  to  admit, 

l|erally,  t^ie   importation  of  goods    of  British 

ifiwih,  prijUuce,  or  manufacture,  and  to  allow 

|(|tral  vesi-rls  to  trade  bftwecn  the  United  States 

.1^^  Great   liriiain  and  Ireland,  and  the  colonies 

(  i  ijependeicies  of  Great   Britain.     But   neither 

\  jifi  Presidell's  proclamation,  nor  the  Treasury 

I  i|jife">ponderce,  nor  the  repealing  act,  were  de- 

iL'jied  to  sa|iction  a  merely  colorable  neutrality, 

vering  ihi,  property  of  the  enemy,  involving  an 

ifawlul  in»ercuur.>-e  between  the  citizens  and  the 

..niie.s  of  (he  United    States,  and  violating  the 

ji|(itive  sanations  of  the  laws  enacted  lor  the  se- 

ji^iy  ot  thjr  public  revenue. 

^u  ilie  hi  of  September,  1614,  a  British  mili- 

y  and   n£|val  force  took  possession  of  Casiine, 

SV  port  of  ««iry  for  the  district  of  Penobscot,  and 
turned,  by   proclamations  and   military    orders, 
«f  sovereig^jiy  and  jurisdiction  of  all  the  territory 
iQitt  of  the  Ijay  and  river  Penobscot.     The  actual 
^^essioii  ^nd   occupancy  of  the  British   troops 
not  extind  over  the  territory  claimed  ;  and, 
lariiculaf,  it  in  to  be  observed  that, although  the 


ti  jparlicula^,  it 
Cyn  of  Orjrinj 


igton.  which  was  neither  a  port  of 

^^•livery  no-  of  entry,  .vitualed  on  the  east  side  of 

^\i  Penobscot,  was  probably  once  visited,  during 

[^  month  ijl  November,  1814,  by  a  small  detacti- 

.'int,  ''it  rjiever   had  attempted  to  surrender  to 

1  British  ,irms,"  as  Judge  Story  judicially  de- 
red,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  circuit 
irt,  "  anif  it    always  continued  to  assert  and 
liiiu  lis  Aj^nerican  rights  and  privileges,  and  to 
\ty  the  lavvs  of  the  United  States."     When  the 
l/^tish  forcjes  took  possession  of  Casiine  the  col- 
Wriior  ol  Pi^obscoi  removed  his  office  to  Hamp- 
Vxn,  (wliicj  was  a  port  of  delivery  for  vessels  of 
y^^-  United  iSiates  only,  and  was  not  a  port  of  en- 
-  kl'^  lor  any^^  vessels.)  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
Bir  Penobscot,  nearly  opposite  to  Orrington. 


; 


t  The  app/iirances  of  an  illicit  traffic  between  the 
^i^abitaiits:  of  the  <v'tst  and  the  military  occu- 
Uttits  ot  th(>  east  side  of  the  bay  and  river  Penob- 
fj^fy  Wf re  rt)Ou  displayed,  and  strong  representa- 
k^.ius  were 'made  to  the  Government  upon  the 
j|u;i/j«:ci.     l|  was  not  found  praciicable,  however, 


in  this  quarter,  any  more  than  at  Passamaquoddy, 
to  prevent  the  intercourse.  Supplies  were  sent 
in  abundance  to  the  enemy  ;  and  goods,  almost 
without  stint,  were  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  his  possession,  either  clandestinely, 
or  in  vessels  as>uming  a  neutral  flag.  The  goods 
claimed  by  the  petitioners  were  brought  from  Or- 
rington to  Hampden  in  ihe  latter  mode.  The 
petitioners  do  not,  either  in  the  allegations  of  their 
petition,  or  in  the  documents  accompanying  it, 
furnish  the  means  of  making  a  discrimination  la 
the  merit  of  their  cases;  but.  on  the  contrary,  as 
they  all  united  in  an  agreement  to  be  bound  in 
the  decision  of  one  case,  and  as  they  unite  in  one 
application  to  Congress  upon  the  same  general 
statement,  it  must  be  presumed  that  the  cases  are 
not  susceptible  of  any  important  distinction.  They 
will,  therefore,  be  embraced  without  discrimina- 
tion, in  th^  narrative  of  the  transaction,  which 
the  petition  places  upon  a  footing  of  a  fair  and 
open  neutral  trade  ;  as  to  the  owner  and  character 
of  the  vessel  employed  ;  as  to  the  owners  of  the 
goods  imported,  and  as  to  the  course  of  the  trade. 

1st.  As  to  the  owner  and  the  character  of  the  ves- 
sel employed. 

In  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  circuit  court, 
Judge  Story  states  that  the  goods  claimed  by  ihe 
petilioners  '  were  found  at  Orringioo,  in  the 
month  of  November,  1814,  and  were  then  shipped 
en  board  of  a  small  sloop,  called  the  Christina, 
commanded  by  a  Mr.  William  P.  Unger,  and 
transferred  to  Hampden,  where  they  were  admit- 
ted to  an  entry  by  the  collector  of  the  district,  as 
foreign  goods  imported  in  a  foreign  vessel,  dec. ; 
that  the  sloop  was  American  built,  and  was,  until 
the  14th  of  October,  1814,  enrolled  and  licensed 
for  the  coasting  trade,  in  the  district  of  Penobscot, 
by  the  name  of  the  Union  ;  that,  on  that  day,  she 
was  sold  to  Mr.  Unger,  the  master,  who  called 
himself  a  Swedish  subject,  although  it  was  in  proof 
that  he  had  tor  several  years  domiciled  in  the 
United  States  ;  and  that,  at  the  time  vi  transport- 
ing the  goods,  the  sloop  was  navigating  under  a 
pass  from  Mr.  Suderstrora,  the  Swedish  Consul, 
dated  the  14ih  of  the  same  October,  recognising 
her  as  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  Swedish  Hag  ; 
but  her  crew,  with  the  exception  of  the  master, 
were  all  Americans." 

The  character  of  Unger  and  the  Christiana, 
thus  described  by  the  judge,  is  also  to  be  traced 
in  the  depositions  and  documents  accompanying 
the  petition. 

It  is  stated  by  Charles  Tibbet.  the  deputy  col- 
lector of  Penobscot,  '•  that  he  had  known  the 
Christina  by  the  name  of  Union,  prior  to  the 
arrival  at  Hampden,  lor  several  years;  that  he  did 
not  recollect  where  she  was  built,  but  she  was 
originally  an  American  vessel ;  that  her  last  own- 
ers were  Samuel  Barilett  and  another  person,  both 
of  Buckstown  ;  that  she  continued  to  be  their 
properly  until  October  last,  at  which  lime,  accord- 
ing to  a  bill  of  sale,  she  appeared  to  have  been 
transferred  to  Mr.  Uuger ;  that  he  had  known  Mr. 
Unger  abiiui  three  months  ;  had  heard  Unger  say 
he  was  married;  had  a  wife  at  the  Southward, 
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Ac.;  that  he  did  not  know  where  Unger  resided 
for  the  last  three  years,  but  he  had  heard  him  say 
thai  he  had  sailed  from  the  Southward  and  West- 
ward ;  that  Unger  occasionally  then  resided  at 
Hampden  ;  that  he  was  at  Casiine  about  the  end 
of  September,  1814.  where  he  saw  Unger,  who 
told  him  that  he  had  goods  on  hand  which  he 
wished  to  iotroduoe  into  the  United  Stales,  sta- 
ting that  he  was  a  neutral  subject,  asking  him  if 
he  could  import  the  goods  in  a  neutral  vessel,  and 
whether  such  a  vessel  would  be  admitted  to  an 
entry  on  application  being  made  ;  and  that  he  told 
Un^er  he  thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  if 
it  were  a  regular  vessel,"  &c. 

Ii  is  stated  by  Samuel  Barilett,  (who  proves  to 
have  been  the  owner  of  the  Union,  on  the  14th  of 
October,  1814,  the  date  of  the  alleged  bill  of  sale 
to  Unger.)  that,  in  the  month  of  October,  1814. 
Unger  iniormed  him  that  he  wasa  naturalized  and 
Swedish  subject,  and  had,  with  other  neutrals,  a 
large  quantity  of  goods  at  Casiine,  then  in  the 
possession  of  the  British,  which  he  wished  to  ship 
into  ihe  United  States;  and  applied  to  him  to  go 
to  Hampden,  in  order  to  learn,  Irom  the  collector, 
whether  he  felt  himself  authorized,  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  enter  soods  in  a  neutral 
Te58el  with  consular  papers  at  Hampden  ;  that  he 
went  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Hook,  the  collector, 
being  absent,  Mr.  Tibbet,  his  deputy,  informed 
him  tliat  he  would  enter  all  goods  wliich  came  in 
that  way,  and  thought  there  would  be  no  kind  of 
difficulty  in  so  doing;  that  he  observed,  that  he 
wished  Tibbet  to  be  sure  he  was  right,  for  il  was 
of  great  importance  to  his  employer ;  that  he  re- 
turned immediately  to  Casiine,  and  gave  infor- 
mation to  Unger  of  Tibbei's  answer,  and  Unger 
a  few  days  after  sent  the  sloop  Christina  to  Or- 
rington," (fcc. 

It  is  stated  by  Joseph  Lee,  "  that,  in  the  months 
of  November  and  December,  1814,  he  was  em 
ployed  by  Unger.  master  and  owner  of  the  Swe- 
dish sloop  Christina,  to  do  the  necessary  writing, 
dtc. ;  that  he  prepared  the  master's  manifests  and 
owner's  entry  of  several  cargoes  of  foreign  goods, 
which  were  shipped  on  board  of  the  said  sluop  at 
Orringion  and  Buckstown,  and  imported  into  and 
delivered  at  Hampden  and  Frankfort;  that  he 
was  knowing  to  Unger's  purchasing  large  ijuan- 
tilies  of  foreign  goods  of  British  merchants  at  St. 
John's  and  Halitax,  which  were  transported  to 
Orrington.  and  imported  and  delivered  at  Hamp- 
den ;  and  that  he  verily  believed  that  Unger  was, 
what  he  said  he  was,  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and  a 
naturalized  Swede;  that  John  Nyman  was  a  na- 
tive Swede;  and  that  Constantino  Lefrio  was 
a  native  Spaniard." 

It  is  stated  by  Edward  W.  Bradshaw,  "that, 
in  the  month  of  November,  1814,  while  acting  as 
Swedish  vice-consul,  under  iheauthoriiy  of  Rich- 
ard Sodersirora.  Esq.,  he  went  to  Hampden,  in 
the  county  of  Hancock,  in  the  district  of  Maine, 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  papers  of  the 
Swedisli  sloop  Christina,  whereof  Unger  was 
master  and  owner;  on  examination  he  found  her 
papers  lo  be  original  ones,  and  that  Captain  Un- 
ger was  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  natural- 


ized citizen  of  Sweden;  that  he  could  not  say 
where  he  was  born,  but  believed  he  was  born  in 
Denmark,  and  had  a  Swedish  burgher's  brief." 

It  IS  slated,  generally  in  the  thirteen  manifests 
of  the  successive  cargoes  imported  in  the  sloop 
Christina  from  Orringion  to  Hampden  and  Frank- 
fort, ihat  Peter  W.  Unger  is  master  and  owner  of 
the  vessel,  and  that  he  is  a  burgher  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. 

Upon  the  evidence  thus  recited,  in  relation  to 
the  owner  of  ihe  vessel,  il  appears  that,  on  the 
14ih  of  October.  1814.  the  alleged  Swedish  sloop 
Christina,  owned  by  Unger,  a  naturalized  Swede, 
was  the  American  licensed  sloop  Union,  owned 
by  Samuel  Bartlett  and  another  person,  citizens 
ot  the  United  States ;  that  Unger  (as  Judge  Sto- 
ry says)  had  been  for  several  years  domiciled  in 
the  United  States;  but  that,  on  the  14ih  of  Oc- 
tober. 1814,  with  a  view  to  the  transportation  of 
goods  from  Orringion  to  Hampden,  the  vessel  as- 
sumed a  neutral  flag,  and  Uuger  obtained  a  cer- 
tificate and  pass  from  the  Swedish  consul,  recog* 
nising  him  as  a  naturalized  Swede. 

2d. — As  to  the  owners  of  the  goods  imported. 

It  appears  from  the  thirteen   manifests  which 
have  been  already  referred   to.  that  all  the  goods 
imported  in  the  Christina  were  entered  at  Haqpp- 
den  from  Orrington,  between  the  29ih  of  October 
and  the  22d  of  December.  1814.  both  days  inclus- 
ive ;  thai  ihe  only  shippers  of  the  goods  were  W. 
P.  Unger,   S.  J.  M.  Peillon,  John   Lyman,  and 
Lefrio,    and    that   the   goods    were   consigned   to 
order,  to  Unger,  to  Nyraan,  to  Lefrio,  to  Herrick, 
and  lo  Crosby,  respectively.   The  only  bill  of  sale 
exhibited   with    the  petition,  purports  to  be  one 
from  John  Nyman  to  Mr.  Arthur  Tappan,  dated 
Hampden,  the  3d  of  December,  1814,  for  goods  to 
the  amount  of  $58,982  70.     It  is  stated  that  the 
goods   had    been    bought   by   Nyman   of ''James 
Chapman,  on  the  13ih  of  November,  1814;"  that 
"the  advance  was  twenty  per  cent.,  it  being  un- 
derstood that  the  said  Tappan  is  to  pay  the  duties 
on  the  above  goods  when  they  become  due;"  and 
It  concludes  with  a  receipt  in  these  words:  "De- 
cember 5.    Received  payment,  by  draft,  on  Joha 
Tappan,  of  Boston,  payable  in  sixty  days  from 
date.     John  Nyman."     The  signature  to  the  re- 
ceipt is  the  subject  of  a  deposition  by  Timothy 
Rogers,  who  says,  "that  he  has  seen  the  said  Ny- 
man write  his  name,  and   had  no  doubt  but  that 
the  signature  of  John  Nyraan  to  the  annexed  bill 
of  sale  to  Anthony  Tappan.  dated  December  3, 
1814  dec.  is  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said 
Nyman,  and  that  the  deponent  spoke  of  this  fact 
as  from  his  best  recollection,  having  never  seen 
Nytnan  write  but  once." 

The  real  ownership  of  the  great  quantity  of 
goods  imported,  appears,  therefore,  to  be  referred, 
without  explanation,  by  the  petitioners  to  Unger, 
to  Nyman,  to  Lefrio,  and  to  Peillon. 

Of  Unger,  and  his  competency  to  be  owner  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  goods,  the  facts  already 
stated  are  all  that  can  be  traced. 

Of  Nyman.  and  of  liis  competency  to  be  the 
owner  of  a  great  portion  of  the  goods,  it  is  stated 
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\\\s  vessel. ^od  to  transact  his  business.  That  the 
r<;ssel  and|cargo.  from  papers,  appeared  to  be  the 
'foperty  u^  Nyman,  and  ihe  cargo  was  consigned 
»(o  the  deptment,  as  bis  agent  or  conanaission  aier- 
tOaot.  Tfiat  the  deponent  followed  his  instruc- 
tions in  th'i?  raanageraent  and  disposal  of  it;  and 
(hat  he  ac!ed,  in  all  respects,  as  owner,  the  depo- 
,j^nt  knowing  no  one  else  as  owner."  The  man- 
^&st  of  tht<  Magdalena's  cargo  is  exhibited.  It  is 
ffurtbcr  staged  by  John  S.  Trott,  that  Nyman  is  a 
^l^wede.  a  r^an  of  integrity  and  credit  in  trade; 
R$d  Mr.  Soderstrora,  the  Consul  General  of 
'3«7eden.  tt^  well  as  Mr.  Blagge.  the  Swedish 
-l^nsul  for; Massachusetts,  states  that  Nyman  is 
j»j3wede. 

HjOf  Lefrij,  and  his  competency  to  be  the  owner 
HFthe  goocii  imported  in  his  name,  all  that  occurs 
,Xi  a  statetr.ent  by  Joseph  Lee,  that  Lefrio  is  a 
^2)paniard,  ^nd  that  it  appears  by  the  invoices  that 
^A\i  wa>  an  -owner  of  some  of  the  goods. 
»  X)f  PeiU^n  there  is  no  trace  in  the  documents 
'■»ficompan);'ing  the  petition,  except  his  name  oc- 
f^i^s  in  the'*manifests.  Peillon  has,  however,  filed 
)etiiion  Lyr  a  remission  of  the  forfeiture  incur- 
I,  in  whi-h  he  claims  a  part  of  the  goods  in  his 
^\v'D  right  as  a  neutral  Frenchman,  and  admits 
Shgt  his  gcrjds  were  transported  from  Castine  to 
f^rriogton  :>y  land,  alleging  such  course  to  have 
j'^in  nece^ary,  in  order  to  avoid  the  British 
Ll^ckade. 

\  !        3d.-'.- .4*  to  ihe  course  of  the  trade. 
■  ■  |t  is  some'times  alleged  that  the  goods  were  pur 


district  attorney,  does  not  appear.  Mr.  Tibbet 
states  that  "he  does  not  know  whether  any  part 
of  the  goods  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Unger,  nor 
does  he  know  to  whom  the  said  goods  did  belong. 
That  the  duties  were  secured,  and  in  part  paid  by 
Thomas  W.  Storrow,  of  Boston,  John  Crosby, 
juD.,  of  Hampden,  and  Hartwell  Williams,  of 
Augusta,  all  of  them  American  citizens.  That 
he  dues  not  know  by  whom  the  goods  were  trans- 
ported  to  Boston,  but  that  the  certificates  intended 
to  accompany  them  were  delivered  by  him  to  Mr. 
Storrow. 

Having  thus  examined  the  documents  accom- 
panying the  petition,  without  referring,  except 
generally,  to  the  contemporaneous  information 
received  at  the  Treasury  Department,  it  is  proper 
to  bring  into  view  the  material  allegations  of  the 
petitioners  in  point  of  fact,  ^not  already  brought 
into  view  by  the  foregoing  statement.)  that  tbejr 
may  be  compared  with  the  evidence.  They  are 
the  following; 

1.  That  the  petitioners  were,  respectively,  pur- 
chasers of  goods  imported  into  the  district  of  Pe- 
nobscot, since  the  1st  of  October,  1814,  by  divers 

tersons,  subjects  of  Powers  in  amity  with  the 
Inited  States,  being  neutrals,  not  domiciliated  in 
the  United  States,  nur  in  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  nor  in  any  o\  the 
colonies,  provinces,  dependencies,  or  possessions 
thereof. 

2.  That,  after  the  repeal  of  the  non-importation 
and  non-intercourse  laws,  goods  were  imported 
by  neutrals  from  British  possessions  into  the  dis- 
trict of  Passamaquoddy,  were  admitted  to  an  en- 
try, and  there  sold  to  American  merchants,  with- 
out prohibition,  seizure,  or  detention;  and,  after 

ied  in  ilalifai,  and  sometimes  that  they  were  I  the  capture  of  Easipori,   the  custom-house  was 


rii|chased  aj  Castine  ;  but  how  or  when  they  were 
•I>osited  a^Orriagton,  does  not  appear  upon  the 
fcvuments  eccorapanying  the  petition;  nor,  in- 
\5?d.  did  ifcie  fact  appear  (as  Judge  Story  states) 
jjj^the  evidence  before  the  circuit  court. 
V;  tfo  these  (general  views  of  the  case  it  is  proper 
£j|^dd  that;  on  the  25th  October,  1814,  four  days 
fir*viously  Bo  the  first  entry  of  the  Christina  at 
ii^mpden.  \.  letter  was  written  to  Josiah  Hook, 
birtJohn  T^^ppan,  agent,  and  Edmund  Munroe, 
|i^nt,  in  which  they  inquire  as  follows:  '"We 
j»f(1  desired  »o  ascertain  from  you  if  a  neutral  ves- 
pi^  with  neutral  papers,  and  wiih  a  cargo  owned 
fc^a  neutral  subject,  will  be  admitted  to  an  entry 
{ri^he  district  of  Penobscot,  say  in  Hampden  or 
^|<^ngor,  if  jsuch  a  one  should  arrive  without  a 
t:l:rarance," -vSc-c.  Mr.  Hook  answered  that  ''he 
w-juld  admjt  a  vessel  to  an  entry,  of  the  descrip- 
vi<j^  raentKjned,  at  either  Hampden  or  Bangor, 
Lu*i  that  hejshould  afford  every  facility  that  the 
^lif  would  authorize  to  encourage  fair  trade." 
applicajion  was  also  made  by  Mr.  Tappan  to 
.  Blake,  ihe  district  attorney,  lor  an  opinion  on 
legality  of  the  course  contemplated  by  the 
^D^ve  inquiry.  Mr.  Blake's  answer  branches  into 
(dumber  oi  points,  but,  in  substance,  it  confirms 
<*^i  opinionjgiven  by  Mr.  Hook, 
li  fTor  whoja  Messrs.  Tapf)aa  and  Munroe  acted 
agents,  1^  their  application  to  the  collector  and 

i 

« 


removed  to  Lubec,  where  similar  entries  and  sales 
were  allowed. 

3.  That  the  collector  of  Penobscot,  or  his  dep- 
uty, ''00  application  being  made  by  sundry  neu- 
tral merchants,"  to  aMieriain  whether  goods  of 
British  manufacture,  but  the  property  of  neutrals, 
could  be  admitted  to  entry  at  Hampden,  as  well 
from  Castine  as  from  other  places  in  the  actual 
possession  of  the  British,  answered  in  the  atiirm- 
ative;  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  such  impor- 
tations were  made. 

4.  That  thereupon  the  petitioners  purchased, 
bona  fide,  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  goods  so 
imported,  after  they  were  entered  and  landed,  at 
an  advance,  and  paid  for  them,  at  the  terras  of 
purchase,  by  drafts  and  bills  on  different  places 
abroad,  and  in  the  United  States. 

6.  That,  on  the  trial  of  the  libel  in  the  district 
court,  it  was  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  oflScer  who  made  the  seizure, 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  importation,  the  goods 
were  the  prooerty  of  neutral  subjects,  not  domi- 
ciled ID  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  of  the  Brit- 
ish dominions,  and  were  imported  in  a  vessel  ad- 
mitted by  the  collector  to  be  a  neutral  vessel. 

6.  That  Ornngton  was  deemed  by  the  collec- 
tor either  a  British  possession,  frnm  which  neu- 
trals might  trade  to  the  United  States,  or  a  place 
at  which  the  goods  might  be  landed,  as  lo  a  case 
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of  necessity,  under  the  twenty-seventh  section  of 
the  collection  law,  (vol.  4,)  without  incurring  the 
penalties  and  forfeiture?  of  the  act  interdicting  to 
neutrals  a  participation  in  the  coasting  trade  of 
the  United  States. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  question  recurs.  1st.  Whe- 
ther the  petitioners  are  the  bona  fide  owners  of 
the  goods  claimed,  and  became  so  in  a  lawful 
manner?  And, ■2d.  Whether  the  importation  and 
entry  of  the  goods  at  Hampden  were,  under  all 
circumstances,  lawful? 

The  consideration  of  these  questions  is  submit- 
ted, respectfully,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  upon  the  following  propositions: 

1.  That  if  the  vessel,  masier,  and  other  persons 
employed  were,  in  fact,  neutral,  and  not  the  in- 
struments of  a  contrivance,  to  evade  the  law  of 
wiir,  as  well  as  the  municipal  law;  and  if  the 
goods,  when  landed  and  entered  at  Hampden, 
were,  bona  fide,  the  property  of  neutrals,  and  not 
the  property  of  an  enemy,  or  of  citizens  having 
purchased  them  from  the  enemy,  the  first  ques- 
tion may  be  answered  in  the  affirmative.  But  it 
there  be  a  doubt  upon  the  subject,  the  petitioners 
may  be  allowed  time  to  produce  further  evidence 
before  Congress,  or  they  may  be  referred  to  the 
decision  on  the  trial,  which  has  been  ordered  at 
the  bar  of  the  circuit  court. 

2.  That,  if  the  first  question  be  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  the  legal  answer  to  the  second  ques- 
tion, arising  upon  the  strict  law  of  the  case,  may 
be  superseded  by  an  exercise  of  the  legislative 
authority.  It  will  then  be  unnecessary  to  decide 
upon  the  lawfulness  of  establishing  a  port  of  en- 
try at  Hampden;  and  upon  the  lawfulness  of  the 
importation  and  deposite  of  the  goods  at  Orring- 
ton  ;  and  upon  the  unlawfulness  of  the  trade  be- 
tween Hampden  and  Orrington,  upon  the  waters 
of  the  Unittd  Stales,  under  a  neutral  flag,  and 
with  an  unlicensed  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Hon.  Wm.  Lowndes. 

Chairman  Com.  Ways  and  Means. 


UNSETTLED  BALANCES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  24,  1816.] 

Mr.  HuotR.  from  the  committee  appointed  by 
a  resolution  of  the  27ih  February  last,  to  examine 
generally  into  the  subject  of  unsettled  balances, 
submitted  the  following  report : 

At  an  early  period  after  their  appointment  the 
committee  proceeded  to  turn  their  attention  to  the 
subject  submitted  to  them.  Although  prepared 
to  meet  many  difficulties,  in  the  proposed  investi- 
gation of  unsettled  balances,  they  had  by  no 
means  anticipated  that  these  difficulties  would 
have  been  so  serious,  or  to  the  extent  they  have 
experienced.  They  found  themselves  advancing 
into  a  labyrinth,  the  intricacies  of  which  increased 
at  every  step  they  progressed.  Little  versed  in 
the  laws  under  which  they  were  established,  and 


still  less  in  the  roles,  regulations,  and  modes  of 
proceeding  adopted  by  the  different  departments, 
It  became  necessary  that  they  should,  in  the  first 
instance,  endeavor  to  obtain  some  information  on 
these  points;  and  having  no  particular  clue  to 
guide  them  in  making  an  investigation,  the  labor, 
zeal,  and  attention  they  were  able  to  devote  to 
this  or  that  particular  object  of  research  not  un- 
frequently  turned  out  to  have  been  unnecessary, 
or  of  little  or  no  avail.  The  want  of  time,  arising 
from  their  other  official  duties,  the  fast  approach- 
ing period  of  the  adjournment,  and  more  than  all, 
the  measure  wisely  adopted  by  the  House,  of  ap- 
pointing distinct  standing  committees  to  examine 
hereafter  into  each  respective  department,  have 
therefore  induced  the  committee  to  suspend,  at 
least  for  the  present  session,  any  further  attempt 
to  investigate  the  details  of  particular  balances, 
and  rather  to  confine  themselves  to  a  general 
view  of  the  subject  of  the  causes  which  have 
given  rise  to  so  many  unsettled  balances,  and  of  the 
provisions  which  presented  themselves  as  likely 
to  remedy,  or  at  least  check  the  evil,  and  which 
it  might  be  deemed  expedient  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  lis  commencement 
and  first  establishment  under  the  new  Constitu- 
tion, large  and  extensive  powers  and  duties  de- 
volved upon  the  General  Government,  which  had 
been  previously  vested  in  the  several  States. 
They  had,  of  course,  to  enter  upon  a  wide^A 
unexplored  field  of  action,  and  wise  and  efficTCTn 
as  the  regulations  and  measures  adopted  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  in  the  first  instance  no 
doubt  were,  it  was  impossible  to  anticipate  all  the 
difficulties  or  mal-praciices  which  would  neces- 
sarily arise  under  an  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  this  growing  country,  coextensive  with  the 
Union.  Hence,  various  inconveniences  were, 
in  progress  of  lime,  experienced,  and  among 
others  unsettled  balances  and  defalcaiioos  in  other 
branches  of  the  public  revenue,  but  more  espe- 
cially among  the  collectors,  and  in  the  customs, 
began  at  an  early  period  to  be  experienced  and 
complained  of.  Occasional  checks  and  amend- 
menis  were  devised   and  adopted,  as   experience 


showed  the  necessity  oi  them  ;  but  it  is  believed 
that  there  is  great  room  for  improvement,  and 
that  a  general  revisal  of  the  organization  of  the 
several  departments  in  regard  to  the  management 
of  their  fiscal  concerns,  with  additional  checks  in 
the  collection  and  expenditures  of  the  public 
moneys,  is  most  desirable  and  requi:#ite.  On  the 
propriety,  therefore,  of  offering  a  resolution  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  prepare 
and  submit  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  some 
such  general  and  improved  system,  the  committee 
feel  confident  that  they  are  supported  by  the 
opinion  of  all  those  connected  or  acquainted  with 
the  actual  state  of  the  several  departments. 

In  the  meantime  they  feel  authorized,  not  only 
by  what  has  fallen  under  itieir  own  observation, 
but  by  the  concurrent  approbation  of  all  those 
whom  they  have  consulted,  and  la  particular  by 
that  of  the  Comptroller,  and  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  himself,  to  recommend  that  provision  be 
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^iimediat*ly  made  for  establishiog  the  office  of  long  standing,  and  not  likely  ever  to  be  finally 
'accouutari:  io  the  Departnaent  of  State.  The  adjusted  under  the  existing  state  of  things.  Ii 
j.^si[)ess  <.J"  that,  as  well  as  of  most  other  of  the  |  appears  therefore  to   the  committee,  both   expe 


if^epartnjeijls,  has  greatly  increased  within  a  few 
''(jiears.  andiis  likely  to  continue  to  increase.  There 
'\y  moreoiier,  a  great  mass  of  unsettled   accounts 


I 


the  DfjMirtment  of  State;  nor  is  it  easy  to  an- 

ipate,   ^nder    the   present   organization,   when 

H.J>ey  can  fce   finally  acted    upon   and   settled.     Its 

rxransactiops  embrace  a  wide  and  most  extensive 

:'ti?ld.  and  ft  is  impossible  that  the  high  officer  of 

^  tjiis  branch  of  the  Government,  upon  whom  the 

j^hole  bu/)den  now  devolves,  can   pay  the  proper 

<a))d  requ^iite  attention  to  all  the  little  minutiae  of 

;t|ie  office.jand    to   the   increased,  increasing,  and 

V|irious    |r*cuniary    transactions   with    agents    in 

^cHrery  habitable  country  with  which  the  United 

t^aies  haye  had,  or  may  have,  intercourse  or   po- 

•  )i?ical  reljijioDS.    To  all  who  have  attended  to  the 

•fcjbject  th*'  necessity  is,  indeed,  evident;  for,  hav- 


g  such  Insubordinate  officer,  whose   immediate 

ty  It  w-,|l  be  to  bring  up  the   business  at   thi> 

Nue  .so  njych  in  arrear,  to  retain  precedents,  and 

Uiereby  erjablish  greater  system  and    uniformity 


\\i  the  final  adjustment  of  difi"erent  accounts,  and 

!)i(i  bring  3?1  those  who  have  transacted  or  may 
lil-realter  'ransact  business,  and  have  accounts 
fi\\.\\  the  L|epartment.  to  frequent  and  regular  set- 
jjfejments.  ^  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  seem  not 
**-ss  expedient  to  oblige  all  foreign  Ministers  and 
|ic  agists  to  send  in  a  regular  and  semi-annual 
recount  current,  with  the  Usual  and  necessary 
Uffuchers  -Jf  all  their  money  transactions  with  and 
Ji-«i  accouR^  of  the  Government.  This  appears  to 
Tijive  beeii^lieretofore  left  very  much  to  the  indi- 
^w^dual  hii  jself  to  do  or  not,  as  he  judged  proper ; 


dient  and  desirable  that  some  mode  should  be 
adopted  for  disposing  of  them,  or  some  tribunal 
established  which  might  pass  them  in  review,  and 
decide  finally  upon  them,  or  report  them,  with 
their  opinions  in  each  respective  case,  to  the 
House  for  their  further  examination  and  ultimate 
decision  in  regard  to  them. 

The  second  class  embraces  that  description  of 
balances  which  appears  upon  accounts,  from  what- 
ever cause,  not  finally  settled  at  the  several  de- 
partments. This  sometimes  happens  in  cases 
where  further  time  i.x  allowed  ior  procuring 
vouchers,  or  bringing  lurward  additional  charges 
or  pretensions  to  which  the  individual  believes 
himself,  or  affects  to  be  entitled.  On  other  occa- 
sions unsettled  balances  are  published  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  where  the  accounts  are  still  ia 
a  course  of  liquidation,  and  where  there  is,  in  fact, 
no  balance  actually  due,  but  the  balance  published 
as  such  IS  what  appears  to  be  due  at  the  cod  of 
three  years  on  the  face  of  the  account,  and  as  far 
as  It  has  been  liquidated.  In  some  instances,  it 
would  seem  that  unliquidated  and  unsettled  bal- 
ances are  published,  in  cases  even  where  the  in- 
dividual has  been  ready  and  prepared  to  settle 
finally  his  accounts,  but  for  want  of  time,  or  from 
doubts  in  regard  to  some  undecided  points,  or 
from  some  otiier  cause,  proceeding  not  from  bim, 
but  the  Department,  a  final  settlement  has  not 
taken  place. 

The  necessary  publication  of  some  of  these  un- 
settled balances,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
existing  [)rovisious  of  tiie  law,  is  perhaps  to   be 


^^i)d  iiistato-'es  are  not  wanting  of  those  in  high  j  regretted;  for,  whilst  defaulters  and  those  guilty 
iiiid  respoijsible  situations  who  have  never  fur-  j  of  peculation  deserve  to  be  thus  published  and 
5|)ished  any  account  whatever  of  their  expenditure,  I  made  known,  it   tends   greatly   to   diminish   the 


» »j^  of  the  ijnoneys  which  have  passed  through  tlieir 

4ti|inds.     Prom  these  considerations,  the  commit- 

"*4#e  have  ^feemed  it  incumbent  on  them   to  report 

•ii^bill  for  the  establishment  of  the  office  of  ac- 

fcfuntant,  knd   directing  regular  accounts  to  be 

;4ndered  fty  foreign  Ministers  and  agents,  which, 

♦/;  time  piTmit  the  House  to  act  upon  during  the 

riresent  sei^sion,  it  is  believed  will  save  the  United 

n|ates  matiy  thousand  dollars. 

;  5  With   Inspect   to   the  unsettled   balances,  (the 

>ii|bject  mijre  immediately  submitted  to  their  con- 

,^^leraiion*)  which  are,  by  law,  annually  submit- 

1^  to  ihe|House  and  published,  they  may  be  di- 

;  ir^ded  intiathree  separate  and  distinct  classes,  viz  : 

""  a  doubtful  or  equitable  nature. 

accounts  not  finally  liquidated 


II  ;lst.  Basinces  of 
\\  ;2d.  Balances  ou 
ti^f  acted  ui)0n. 

JJ     Ol      r>-it l:_ 


■j    3d.  Balances  liquidated,  acted   upon,  and  evi- 

,  j'^nily  du'/  to  the  United  States. 

^|The  fir!^  cUss  includes  such  of  the  balances  as 

.4l|e  depan?n^ts  may  not  have  been  able,  under 

[fiisiing  lilws  and  circumstances,  or  have   fell  a  j 

jjijfficuliy.Jind  perhaps  even  a  delicacy,  ia  acting 

jfijiaily  up|n.     These  are  not   very  numerous,  but 

;  Jijey  reUtv,  in  several  instances,  to  characters  and 

^ipi'rBons  wjio  have  held  the  highest  offices  under 

» >l>e  Govei^meni ;  some  of  them  are,  moreover,  of 


odium  and  contempt  which  they  would  experi- 
ence, that  their  names  should  be  coupled  to,  and 
appear  with,  those  who  are  less  culpable,  or  per- 
haps in  nowise  defaulters.  Nor  can  it  fail  to  be 
peculiarly  painful  and  aggravating  to  the  feelings 
of  honest  and  honorable  men  to  find  themselves 
in  such  company,  and  held  up  to  the  public  under 
at  least  the  appearance  of  having  committed  like 
frauds  upon  the  GoveNiment. 

It  would  seem,  indeed,  that  no  account  ought 
to  remain  unliquidated  and  unsettled  alter  a  lapse 
of  three  years.  Yet  as  this  may,  and  has  hap- 
pened, the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Comptroller  ought  to  have  the  discretionary  pow- 
er of  distinguishing  cases  of  this  kind,  as  well  as 
those  which  fall  under  the  first  class,  from  the 
general  mass  of  unsettled  balances,  and  to  present 
them  in  a  separate  and  special  report,  stating  the 
circumstances  of  each,  and  the  course,  wliere  ne- 
cessary, he  would  recommend  to  be  pursued  ia 
regard  to  them. 

it  might,  perhaps,  be  likewise  proper  to  render 
it  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  several  departments  to 
keep  a  regular  annual  account  in  the  name  of 
each  and  al!  of  the  salary  officers,  and  of  any  other 
persons,  whose  accounts  might  at  ail  times  be 
satisfactorily  stat«d  without  recourse  to  the  indi- 
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ridual  for  vouchers.  And  it  seems  evidently 
proper,  on  the  other  hand,  that  each  and  every 
person  having  money  transactions  with  the  Gov- 
ernment fhauld  be  bound  to  render  at  least  semi- 
annual accounts,  and,  where  possible,  to  make  an 
annual  settlement  in  full  of  all  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  public  moneys  which  have  passed 
through  their  hands,  or  under  their  management. 

To  the  third,  last,  and  most  important  class 
of  unsettled  balances,  belong  those  of  alt  real  de- 
faulters, who  either  acknowledge  themselves  to 
be  such,  or  are  found  to  be  so  upon  a  final  settle- 
ment of  their  accounts.  It  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted that  this  class  of  defaulters  should  be  so 
numerous,  and  in  some  instances  for  considerable 
sums ;  nor  is  it  less  to  be  regretted  that  the  names 
are  found  among  them  of  persons  of  high  standing 
and  consideration  in  society. 

The  committee,  although  for  reasons  already 
mentioned  they  have  declined  entering  into  a 
strict  and  detailed  examination  of  the  accounts  of 
each  individual,  or  bringing  any  of  them  forward 
at  the  present  time,  have  devoted  considerable  at- 
tention to,  and  taken  into  serious  consideration, 
this  class  of  cases,  with  a  view  of  devising  means 
to  lessen  the  number  already  existing,  and  pre- 
Tent,  as  far  as  possible,  if  not  altogether,  the  re- 
currence of  them  in  time  to  come.  A  hope  that 
the  greater  experience,  and  better  practical  infor- 
mation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would 
enable  him  to  come  to  their  aid  in  promotint^ 
these  desirable  objects  is,  likewise,  one  of  their 
principal  inducements  for  recommending  a  call 
upon  him  to  submit  a  new  and  revised  financial 
system  to  Congress  at  their  next  session;  and, 
though  they  are  aware  that  the  advanced  period 
of  the  present  session  will  necessarily  prevent  any 
measure  on  the  subject  from  being  brought  to 
maturity  at  this  time,  yet  the  committee  deem  it 
not  amiss  to  suggest,  lor  the  consideration  of  the 
Hou>e,  the  following  provisions  as  likely  to  con- 
tribute, in  some  degree,  to  prevent  such  larsje  de- 
falcations in  the  future  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  the  public  revenues  as  are  found  on  the  face  of 
many  of  the  unsettled  balances.  In  this  view  the 
committee  respectfully  propose: 

That  the  Comptroller  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  review  and  examine 
such  cases  of  doubt,  equity,  or  difficulty,  in  regard 
to  the  unsettled  balances,  as  fall  under  the  de- 
scription of  the  first  or  second  class  specified  in 
this  report,  and  to  dispose  of  them,  either  by 
adopting  some  equitable  mode  of  bringing  them 
to  a  final  settlement,  or  by  specially  reporting 
them,  with  their  opinions  in  regard  to  each  par- 
ticular case,  to  the  House,  for  their  further  exam- 
ination and  ultimate  decision  in  regard  to  them. 

That  the  district  attorneys,  or  others,  employed 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  be  required  to 
make  an  annual  and  detailed  report  to  the  Comp- 
troller, by  him  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  of  their 
proceedings  in  regard  to  public  defaulters,  in  their 
respective  districts. 

That  the  Heads  of  the  several  Departments  be 
required  lo  specify,  in  their  annual  reports  to 
Congress,  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  ad. 


vances  of  the  public  moneys,  or  with  whom  con- 
tracts have  been  made,  the  amount  of  the  suras 
advanced,  and  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
advam:ed;  also,  the  names  of  their  sureties,  and 
the  nPiount  for  which  the  several  sureties  are  re- 
spectively liable. 

That  all  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  all  other 
receivers  of  the  taxes,  duties,  or  other  public 
moneys  whatsoever,  be  required  to  pay  over  week- 
ly, or  as  frequently  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may  direct,  to  the  Bank  (or  branch  bank)  of 
the  United  States,  when  established  and  in  oper- 
ation.or  to  such  other  bank  in  the  town  or  neigh- 
borhood in  which  they  reside,  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  fix  on  or  approve  of,  all  moneys 
which  they  may  have  collected  or  received;  pro- 
vided, io  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary^f  the 
Treasury,  their  vicinity  to  such  bank,  ana  other 
circumstances,  render  it  convenient  and  proper  to 
be  done. 

That  all  persons  whatever,  having  pecuniary 
transactions  with  the  Government,  be  bound  to 
furnish  quarterly,  or  at  least  semi-annual  accounts, 
and,  where  the  nature  of  the  case  permits,  be 
brought  to  an  annual  settlement  in  full. 

That  all  balances  found  on  settlement  to  be  due 
the  Government,  which  are  not  paid  up  in  the 
course  of  three  months,  be  forthwith,  and  without 
favor  or  distinction,  put  into  suit;  leaving  to  the 
Comptroller,  however,  the  authority  to  make  such 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule  as  he  may.  in  his 
discretion,  deem  necessary  and  expedient;  but,  in 
every  case  where  the  suit  is  postponed  the  Comj)- 
troller  shall  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  inducements  to,  and  reasons  for,  such 
postponement. 

That  all  judgments  obtained  against  defaulters 
be  rigidly  enforced,  unless  otherwise  directed  by 
t!ie  Comptroller,  who  shall  report,  at  the  ensuing 
session  of  Congress,  all  such  cases,  and  the  rea- 
sons for  granting  further  indulgence. 

That  no  defaulter,  against  whom  a  balance  upon 
settlement  of  his  accounts  may  be  found,  be  qual- 
ified to  receive  an  appointment  to  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  to  ob- 
tain any  contract  from  the  Government,  until 
such  balance  be  paid  up  and  finally  settled. 

That  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  all  public  offi- 
cers and  agents,  as  far  as  it  can  constitutionally 
be  done,  be  retained  and  appropriated  to  the  dis- 
charge of  any  balance  found  upon  settlement  to 
be  due  by  them,  until  such  balances  be  finally  paid 
and  satisfied. 

The  committee  further  submit,  and  recommend 
for  the  adoption  of  the  House,  the  bill  accompa- 
nying this  report,  to  establish  the  office  of  Ac- 
countant in  the  Department  of  State,  together 
with  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That'ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  required,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  report, 
at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session,  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  modifications  or  amend- 
ments may  bi?  advisable  in  the  prese  t  organiza- 
tion of  the  several  Departments,  and  especially 
io  regard  to  their  pecuniary  concerns;  and  to 
submit  such  general  plan  or   revised  system  for 


I 


d'^ 


i 


1727 


1 
+ 


APPENDIX. 


1728 


Unsettled  Balaneet. 


X^iT  future  regulation  and  raanagement,  as  may 
ijhis  opjn.on,  be  likely  to  promote  economy,  and 
tr'^poDsibiijty  in  the   receipt  and  expenditure  of 
[|h»e  public  ^oneys,  despatch  in  the  publi(^usi- 
hjiss.  and  tfie  public  interest  in  general.       " 


]  ]  i  Houac  or  Representatives, 

j  5  ?  March  9,  1816. 

1  ^iR  :  I  a]fn  directed  by  the  committee  appointed 
mk"  examijie  generally  into  the  subject  of  unset- 

t^d  balances  due  the  United  States,"  to  commu- 
u;ate  for  your  consideration  certain  points  or 
^tters,  ctjncerning  which  they  wish  to  receive 
brmatiofi  in  detail,  and  to  request  that  you 
II  returrv  as  early  and  as  full  an  answer,  in  re- 
jfd  ^eaoh  of  ihem,  as  circumstances  may  per- 
i|t.    TTheraost  prominent  of  these  are  as   fol- 

How,  arli  with  what  checks,  are  accounts  re- 

f^ved  anL^setiled  at  the  respective  Departments  ? 

>Whai  a^e  the   nature  and  description  of  the 

J(^ounts  IB  particular  received  from  the  Depart- 

^iJDt  of  S^ate.  and  what  are  the  conditions  and 

I  t'^ulaiioQ^  governing  their  settlement  ? 

Are  the^  any  defects  in  the  laws  establishing 
respet'.ive   Departments,  in   relation   to   the 
}de  of  ailjusting  and  settling  their  accounts  re- 
it^j^teciively  •   and.    if  there  be  any  such    defects. 
I^'fiat   proijisions  suggest   themselves  by  way  of 
ejoedy  ? 

:ln  the  settlement  of  accounts  is  priority  given 
t<pleasur^;  or,  are  they  taken  up  in  rotation,  and 
<>cordiDg^o  certain  fixed  rules  J 
•j^  'Is  the  p^j-riod.at  which  ascertained  balances  are 
^ed,  fixeij  ;  or.  is  there  any  rule,  or  principle, 
[(^cordingfo  which  all  unsettled  balances  are  in- 
l'jicrimin»|iety  sued;  or  are  suits  directed  and 
ystponed.  at  pleasure,  by  the  Comptroller  7  In 
^f)e  latter -case  upon  what  principles  are  suits 
iron  ascertained  balances  commenced  or  de- 
>  tfcjred  ?  : 
^ '/fo  whit  are  the  large  outstanding  balances 
JjcC  be  principally  or  generally  attributed  ? 
V  .Do  any'  further  checks,  penalties,  or  changes 
(  Ct?  the  majiagemeni  of  the  several  Deparimenls 
{ .^*g§«st  themselves  as  likely  to  remedy,  or  at 
j  (fast  lesseli,  the  evils  complained  of.  in  regard  to 
•  li^ch  nuDn^rous  and  large  unsettled  balances,  or 
\l<»  facilitate  and  render  more  speedy  and  easy  the 
^^tilemenif  of 
^^rtments?? 
»;l  Are  tht>  o: 


;  ^^tilemen^  of  accounts  in  all  or  either  of  the  De- 
•  ^^rtments?? 

j^lAre  tht>  oflScers  receiving  salaries,  the  agents 

'■  *H,  "D<1  contractors  with  the  Government,  obliged 

J  i^t^  any   ^w  or    penalty  to   render  in    their   ac- 

.  i>i|)unts  qu^^irterly.  annually,  or  at  any   specified 

vjiriod;  oi   do  they  render  them  in  at  pleasure? 

;  I'' Are  thfrsame  unsettled  balances,  which  appear 

■  |o^    the    ^st   or  any    subsequent   annual  report. 

^c^intinuedj  to    be   published  in    each  subsequent 

>aiinual  re^rt,  unless  finally  settled  ? 

I   ilt  has  |)een   complained  of  that  officers   and 

fulher  per^jns,  having  accounts  to  settle  with  the 

T>|veral    Departments,    are    frequently    delayed, 

?f|metimeA  detained  at  the  Seat  of  Government 

l^vi  unreasonable  length  of  time,  at  an  enormous 


and  ruinous  expense.  If  these  complaints  be  not 
altogether  groundless,  does  this  detention  arise 
from  the  want  of  clerks,  &.c.  ;  or  does  any  mode 
suggest  itself,  which  would  secure  a  greater  fa- 
cility, and  an  earlier  examination  and  settlement 
of  their  accounts  to  persons  so  attending  at  the 
Seat  of  Government  ? 

Is  there  any  other  mode  of  recovering  balances 
due  the  United  States  than  by  suit  at  law,  or 
any  penalty  attached  by  law  or  custom  to  de- 
faulters? For  example:  wiien  considerable  bal- 
ances appear  due  by  individuals  for  three  years 
and  upwards,  is  it  customary,  or  anything  like  a 
fixed  principle,  to  suspend  them  from  lurlber 
public  agencies,  or  to  refuse  to  make  further  con- 
tracts with  them  ? 

In  general,  any  information  or  suggestion  which 
may  be  deemed  useful,  or  likely  to  throw  light 
on  this  subject,  either  as  to  the  past,  or  in  rela- 
tion to  measures  hereafter  to  be  recommended,  is 
requested. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  dec, 

BENJAMIN  HUGER,  Chairman. 

Job.  Anderson,  E>q., 

Comptroller  of  the  Vrtarury. 


Treasury  Department, 

Comptroller's  Office,  March  14^  1816. 

Sir:  Your  letter,  dated  the  9tb  instant,  is 
chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  ''  exam- 
ine generally  into  the  subject  of  unsettled  bal- 
ances due  the  United  States,"'  I  had  the  honor  to 
receive  upon  the  lltb,  and  I  take  leave  to  present 
my  answers  to  your  several  questions  in  the  order 
following : 

"  How,  and  with  what  checks,  are  accounts 
received  and  settled  at  the  offices  of  the  respec- 
tive Departments  ?" 

"*  What  are  the  nature  and  description  of  the 
accounts  in  particular  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  and  what  are  the  conditions  and 
regulations  governing  their  settlement  ?" 

At  the  Treasury  Department,  accounts  which 
eiclu>ively  belong  thereto  are  received  by  the 
Comptroller,  the  Auditor,  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  and  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue; 
all  of  winch,  except  those  belonging  to  the  Land 
Office,  are  placed  in  {>osses»ion  of  the  Auditor, 
who  stales  them,  and  examines  and  reports  them 
to  the  Comptri'Uer,  who  revises  and  finally  de- 
cides upon  them.  The  accounts  received  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  are 
such  only  as  jpruperly  appertain  to  that  depart- 
ment of  the  Trea.sury;  and  they  are  stated  and 
examined  by  that  officer  in  the  manner  accounts 
are  stated  and  examined  by  the  Auditor,  and  are 
reported  to  the  Comptroller,  who  finally  decides 
upon  them.  Wlien  these  accounts  are  thus  acted 
upon  by  the  Comptroller,  they  are  sent  to  the 
office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  be  re- 
corded, and  the  accounts  remain  under  the  care 
of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury.  This  mode  of 
settlement  comprehends  all  the  checks  that  be- 
long to  the  whole  accounts  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 
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Department  of  State.  The  accounts  received 
from  the  Department  of  State,  by  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  ar**  those  of  Ministers, 
Consuls,  special  agents,  messengers,  and  gener- 
ally all  such  as  relate  to  foreign  intercourse,  and 
other  pecuniary  concerns  of  that  Department. 
Since  the  year  1801,  the  settlement  of  these  ac- 
counts, agreeably  to  an  arrangement  then  made 
by  the  Cumptroller.  has  devolved  upon  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  ;  that  is,  the 
Secretary  of  State  states  the  nature  and  time  of 
service  of  the  persons  employed,  the  allowance 
to  be  made  for  contingent  and  other  expenses, 
and,  in  cases  where  the  law  is  silent,  the  compen- 
sation to  be  received.  All  the  requisite  informa- 
tion being  po.^sessed  by  the  Secretary,  he  decides 
on  the  principles  of  settlement,  and  the  officers  of 
the  Treasury  have  little  more  to  do  than  to  ar- 
range and  give  form  to  the  account,  to  make  the 
necessary  calculations,  and  to  see  that  the  party 
is  charged  wiih  all  advances  or  payments  on 
account  ascertained  to  have  been  made  to  him. 

The  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments are  (or  should  be)  rendered  by  their  re- 
spective agents,  contractors,  dec.,  according  to 
forms  and  rules  prescribed  by  the  accountants  of 
ihose  Departments :  when  received,  they  are  set- 
tled without  any  immediate  check.  The  sums 
admitted  to  the  credit  of  individuals  for  supplies. 
services,  «fec.,  are  entered  in  the  accountants' 
books  to  the  debit  of  the  general  account  of  ex- 
penditure to  wfiich  they  belong;  each  of  these 
general  accounts  is  closed  at  the  end  of  the  quar- 
ter by  passing  its  amount  to  the  debit  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  they,  of  course,  form  the  debtor 
Side  of  the  quarterly  account  which  the  account- 
ant transmits,  with  all  his  settlements  and  vouch- 
ers, for  revision  at  the  Treasury.  If  any  errors 
are  discovered,  the  accountant  is  advised  of  them, 
in  order  that  he  may  make  the  necessary  correc- 
tions in  his  book,  and  hold  the  parties  account- 
able. In  the  revision,  thus  made,  consists  nearly 
all  the  control  which  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  possess  over  the  accounts  of  those 
Departments. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that,  whenever  an 
account  is  sealed  by  either  of  the  accountants  of 
the  War  or  Navy  Department,  and  a  balance  is 
found  due  from  the  United  States,  a  warrant  is 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Department,  coun- 
tersigned by  the  accountant,  ana  the  money  re- 
ceived by  the  party.  Many  items  are  admitted 
10  the  accounts,  under  rules,  regulations,  and  or- 
dinances of  the  Departments,  over  which  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  do  not  consider 
themselves  as  having  any  control ;  and,  when  it 
IS  considered  what  a  length  of  lime  must  neces- 
sarily elapse,  in  consequence  of  the  immense  ac- 
cumulation of  accounts  which  now  have  to  pass 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  before  any 
control  can  be  exercised,  the  effects  of  its  utility 
must  be  very  limited. 

'•In  the  settlement  of  accounts  is  priority  given 
at  pleasure;  or  are  ihey  taken  up  in  rotation,  and 
according  to  certain  fixed  rules?" 
I4tli  Con.  1st  Slss. — 55 


At  the  Treasury  there  are  no  fixed  rules  as  to 
the  time  of  taking  up  accounts  for  settlement. 
They  are,  however,  generally  taken  up  according 
to  the  time  at  which  they  are  rendered;  and,  if 
the  necessary  vouchers  accompany  them,  they 
are  finally  acted  upon.  If  vouchers  be  wanting 
the  party  is  advised  thereof  by  letter,  and  the 
account  suspended  until  the  vouchers  be  supplied  ; 
though  it  is  sometimes  found  necessary  to  settle 
the  account,  as  far  as  the  vouchers  furnished  will 
enable  the  accounting  officers  to  do  so,  and  sus- 
pend the  items,  not  vouched,  until  vouchers  are 
supplied. 

"  Is  the  period  at  which  ascertained  balances 
are  sued,  fixed  ;  or  is  there  any  rule  or  principle 
according  to  which  all  unsettled  balances  are  in- 
discriminately sued;  or  are  suits  directed  and 
postponed  at  pleasure  by  the  Comptroller?  In 
the  latter  case,  upon  what  principles  are  suits 
upon  ascertained  balances  commenced  or  defer- 
red ?' 

There  is  no  p)eriod  fixed  at  which  ascertained 
balances  are  sued  for;  sometimes  suits  are  insti- 
tuted immediately  upon  the  balance  being  ascer- 
tained, according  to  what  may  be  the  circum- 
stance of  the  case.  In  important  cases  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  always  consulted.  In 
minor  cases  the  Comptroller  has  heretofore  been 
governed  by  his  sound  discretion,  which  has  been 
regulated  by  the  advice  and  information  of  the 
several  district  attorneys  of  the  United  States 
within  whose  district  the  debtors  might  reside. 
This  mode  has  been  deemed  expedient,  because 
more  correct  and  proper  information  was  to  be 
expected  from  them  than  could  be  had  by  any 
other  means;  but  information  has  been  sought 
and  sometimes  obtained  through  other  channels, 
and  in  many  cases  we  have  not  been  able  to  find 
out  where  the  debtor  lives ;  this  is  one  reason 
why  a  number  of  suits  have  not  been  brought 
against  defaulters.  Suits  are  sometimes  con- 
tinued upon  the  special  recommendation  cf  the 
district  attorneys,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  better 
security  where  the  debt  is  doubtful;  and,  upon 
that  condition,  allowing  /urther  time  for  pay- 
ment, and  upon  some  occasions  where  the  debt 
IS  secure,  and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
suit  would  ruin  the  party,  indulgence  is  given. 

'•  To  what  are  the  large  outstanding  balances 
to  be  generally  or  principally  attributed  ?" 

By  a  law  passed  on  the  3J  day  of  March,  1809, 
It  is  rande  ihe  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  lay  an 
annual  statement  before  Congress  of  the  ac- 
counts in  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, which  may  have  remained  more  than 
three  year?  unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  ap- 
pear to  have  been  due  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  the  30th  of  September  then  last  past. 
In  consequence  of  this  law  all  the  balances  found 
due,  according  to  its  provisions,  were  reported, 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  upon  the  annual 
list  which  have  been  submitted,  have  all  been  re- 
tained on  the  respective  reports,  the  Comptroller 
not  conceiving  him>elf  authorized  to  discontinue 
the  names  of  any  person,  except  in  case  where 
the  accounts  have  been  paid,  or  finally  settled. 
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'#h  ch  have^een  but  few.     The  increase  of  these 

u^tiual  listv  may  be  attributed  to   the  delays  of 

ftar^ons  claiiJiing  credits,  furnishing  th*  necessary 

.v4<^^^'^  to  {Establish  such  credits  as  will  be  seen 

ih  lumerou^  cases   reniarked  on  the  list  of  bal- 

•ai^s  ;  to  tl^e  tediousness  of  the   legal   proceed- 

'Xtt%  ;  to  retu/Ds  of  balances  against  officers  of  the 


accounts  agreeably  to  the  time  and  terms  speci- 
fied  in  iKeir  respective  contracts,  or  according  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  which  may  be  esiab* 
lished  in  the  different  offices  where  the  contracts 
are  made. 

"  It  has  been  complained  of  that  officers  and 
other  persons  having  accounts  to  settle  with  the 


,Qt)vernment    for    moneys    advanced,    many    of   several  Departments  are  frequently  delayed,  and 

'v^4ra  residtj  abroad,  and  whose  accounts  are  un-    *■ i..~:-~i  -.   .i-  o...  _/  /-.   .^ 

^ujdably  d^tntinued  open  for  more  than  three 


- 1|  is,  however,  believed  that,  in   many  cases, 

jiofi^ing  is  ieally  and  justly  due  from  those  ap- 

j^i  nt  debfojs.  some  of  whom  were  salary  officers 

X"4(i  have  ncjt   rendered  their  accounts,  and  have 

b'fi|  charge^,  with  the  money  they  have  received 

drafts  uiade  on  account  of  salary. 

re  the  ijfficers  receiving  salaries  the  agents 

nd  coDtiractors   with,   the   Government,  ob- 

,  by  any  law.  or   under  any  penalty,  to  ren- 

Q  their  ^accounts   quarterly,   annually,  or  at 

r  gji'^'s pec  1  fied  period,  or  do  they  render  them  m 

I  ai  {Jeasure  i' 

.fl*ie  seveml  laws,  which  establish  the  salaries 

i  jf  ^e  officers   of  Government,   authorized    the 

;cjt!»pensaticii  to  be  paid   at   the  Treasury  of  the 

;  l»V:i^ed  Statjjs   in   quarterly    payments  ;   and  al- 

t^;#gh    theffe  is  no  positive  law  which  obliges 

aAA  salary  cificer  to  render  his  account  quarterly, 

cf  •',*  any  peVticular  period,  the  law,  making  the 

*|Svy  payafjle  quarterly,  implies  that  the  account 

u}^\i  to    b*  rendered    accordingly,   and    this,  1 

.;  ljhi*i,  has  bfea  the  constant  understanding  at  the 

•  "I^tflsury  sit^ce  its  organization.     The  salary  offi- 

.<:/»•<  at  the  ^eat  of  Government  render  accouni."» 

fjij'ajrter  yearly  for  themselves,  and  the  agents  of 

biji^y  officejs  render  quarterly  accounts  for  them. 

■aijibe  adjjjstment  of  which  accounts,  by   the 

ijltfunting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  the  amount 

ffjjfid  due  i^  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  parly,  and 

^\iarrant  i^  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 

tj!>l{  States,  ^and  the  warrant  itself  is   debited  to 

tjrl'. officer  iji  whose  favor  it  was  issued. 

-ifOfficers  >^ljo  have  an  annual  salary,  and,  in 

;^(|itioa    tl^reto,    receive  fees,    perquisites,    and 

■••i«i|)lumentj,  render  their  salary  accounts quarter- 

;|1,  ^ith  the<r  accounts  of  fees,  perquisites,  emol- 

^i|fcjents,  an-J  expenditures;  collectors  of  the  cus- 

qk^s  quarterly,  under  a  penalty  of  S1,000,  to  be 

)vered  ^y  suit ;  and  collectors,  naval  officers, 

survey'^rs,   render   their  accounts  of  emolu- 

ftM-jits  and  4^penditures  annually  under  a  penalty 

tj|»500.     (^ollectofs  of  direct  taxes  and  internal 

|ies  rencii^r  their  accounts  quarterly  under  the 

Feiture  q\  their  official  bond,  and  judgment  to 

entered  jhereon  at  the  return  term,  on  motion 

[j»pen  coijrl  by  the  attorney.     From  the  recent 

l^blishmii^nt  of  the  internal  duties  no  penalty 

',   yet   occurred.     The    Receivers    of    Public 

Kneys,  c-'i   the  sale  of  lands,  are  required,  by 

rj\*-,  to  req^er  their  accounts  quarterly. 

i't^he  ageyts  of  the  United  Slates  render  their 

f?'rounts  qjiarterly,  such  as  agents  of  the  marine 

ii^pitals,  |4)r  the  payments  of  invalid  pensioners, 

«yt-house|,  &c. 

J'^he  con'ractors  with  Government  reader  their 


sometimes  detained  at  the  Seal  ol  Government 
an  unreasonable  length  of  time  at  an  enormous 
and  ruinous  expense.  If  these  complaints  be  not 
altogether  groundless,  does  this  detention  arise 
from  the  want  of  clerks,  dec,  or  does  any  mode 
suggest  itself  which  would  secure  a  greater  facil- 
ity and  an  earlier  examination  and  settlement  of 
their  accounts  to  persons  so  attending  at  the  Seat 
of  Government  ?"' 

I  am  warranted  in  stating  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  DO  officer  nor  other  person,  having  accounts 
to  settle  at  the  Treasury  Department,  who  have 
personally  attended,  with  proper  vouchers,  have 
been  detained  longer  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  their  accounts  to  be  fairly  examined,  and 
pass  the  usual  forms  of  »etilement. 

The  accounts  of  the  princi|>al  assessors  have 
not  been  acted  upon  as  promptly  as  other  ac- 
counts. The  several  laws  establishing  the  inter- 
nal revenue,  and  the  inbtructions  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  these  laws,  have 
both  been  so  differently  construed  by  the  respec- 
tive principal  assessors,  and  their  accounts  dif- 
fering considerably  from  the  view  entertained  at 
this  office  of  the  allowance  to  which  they  are 
entitleij,  that  more  than  usual  time  is  required  to 
examine  them,  and  compare  the  several  changes 
and  respective  statements  which  have  been  made, 
with  the  laws  and  instructions  under  which  they 
acted.  A  number  of  these  accounts  have  also 
been  necessarily  suspended  for  want  of  proper 
vouchers,  the  assessors  advised  thereof,  and  the 
defects  stated  according  to  the  established  prac- 
tice of  the  office. 

The  accounts  of  the  General  Land  Office  are 
greatly  m  arrears;  some  of  them  remain  unset- 
tled from  seven  to  ten  years.  These  accounts  are 
intricate,  and  generally  very  large;  from  ten  to 
fifteen  days  is  required  for  the  best  accounting 
clerks  to  examine  one  of  them. 

Additional  clerks  have  been  asked  for  by  sev- 
eral of  the  Departments,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
estimate  which  was  presented  to  Congress  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

"  Is  there  anv  other  mode  of  recovering  bal- 
ances due  the  United  Stales  than  by  suit  at  law, 
or  any  penalty  attachrd  by  law  or  custom  to  de- 
faulters ?  For  example,  when  considerable  bal- 
ances appear  due  by  individuals  for  three  years 
and  upwards,  is  it  customary,  or  anything  like  a 
fixed  principle,  to  suspend  them  from  further 
public  agencies,  or  to  refuse  to  make  further  con- 
tracts with  them  until  the  old  balances  are  set- 
tled up?" 

The  general  mode  is  by  suit;  but  summary 
process  is  authorized  in  the  cases  of  collectors  of 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties.  The  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  is  authorized,  by  law,  immedi- 
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ately  upon  a  delinquency  happening  in  this  case, 
to  issue  a  warrant  of  di>tress  against  the  delin- 
quent collector  and  his  sureties.  When  a  public 
agent  becomes  a  real  defaulter,  or  where  it  ap- 
pears that  he  is  likely  to  become  so  to  any  con- 
siderable amount,  the  practice  has  been  to  remove 
him.  Contracts  are  seldom  or  never  made  with 
defaulters  who  have  old  balances  against  ihem. 
I  know  of  no  law,  however,  upon  this  subject. 

'Are  there  any  defects  in  the  laws  establishing 
the  respective  Departments,  and  do  any  further 
checks,  penalties,  or  changes  in  the  management 
of  the  several  Departments,  suggest  themselves 
as  likely  to  remedy,  or  at  least  lessen  the  evils 
complained  of  in  regard  to  such  numerous  and 
large  unsettled  balances,  or  to  facilitate  and  ren- 
der more  .speedy  and  easy  the  settlement  of  ac- 
counts in  all  or  either  of  the  Departments?" 

The  several  questions  here  propounded  em- 
brace so  extensive  a  field  that  I  cannot,  within 
the  short  time  allowed  by  the  call  of  ihe  com- 
mittee, answer  them  satisfactorily. 

The  honorable  committee  well  know  that,  at 
the  time  ine  present  oysieni  of  accounting  was 
formed,  the  revenue  arising  from  the  customs 
was  very  limiied;  there  were  no  internal  taxes. 

The  Military  Establishment  was  very  small, 
and  there  was  not  then  any  Navy  Department  or 
General  Land  Office,  and  the  Post  Office  ac- 
counts were  comparatively  few.  and,  uf  course, 
the  accounts  which  had  to  pass  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  were  but  lew,  and  these 
small,  in  comparison  with  those  which  now  have 
to  pass  the  lorm  of  revision.  I,  therefore,  con- 
ceive, from  the  immense  increase  ol  the  business 
of  the  .several  Departments,  that  a  considerable 
modification,  and  some  extension  of  the  present 
system  of  accounting  would  be  required  to  facil- 
itate the  setilemeni  of  accounts,  and  to  render  the 
necessary  checks  in  the  several  Departments  more 
prompt  and  efficient. 

To  present  a  view  commensurate  lo  ibe  object 
which  appears  to  be  couieuiplated  by  the  com- 
mittee, would  require  time  and  deliberation, 

Tlie  Comptroller,  therefore,  respectfully  sug- 
gests to  the  committee,  whether  their  views 
could  not  be  better  attained  by  requiring  some 
officer  of  the  Gorernmenl  to  prepare  a  report 
upon  this  subject,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at 
an  early  day  of  iheir  next  session. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dec. 

JOSEPH  ANDERSON. 

Hod.  Benjami.n  Hlqer. 

Chairman  Com.  of  L'naettUd  Balances. 


CO.MPENbATION  TO  MLMSTERS  AND 
CONSULS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  .\pril  15,  1816.J 
Departmunt  of  State,  April  5,  1816. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  28th  of  March,  with  a  copy  of  a  res- 
olutioa  of  the  House  uf  Representatives,  in- 
structing the  Commuiee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 


I  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
i  annual  allowance  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
I  States  in  foreign  countries,  and  of  allowing  sala- 
I  ries  to  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  in  for- 
i  eign  ports,  and  requesting  such  information  or 
I  opinion  on  the  subject  as  I  may  be  able  to  com- 
•  municate. 

Considering  it  my  duty  to  communicate  all 
the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Depart* 
ment,  or  within  its  reach,  on  any  public  subject 
before  the  House,  which  may  be  desired  by  the 
committee.  I  have  to  add  that,  in  performing  that 
duty,  I  shall  always  be  happy  to  give,  without 
reserve,  such  opinion  as  I  may  have  formed  oa 
the  subject. 

On  ttie  first  pan  of  the  resolution,  relating  to 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  compensation 
of  our  Ministers  in  foreign  countries,  there  is  but 
one  opinion  among  all  those  who  have  had  the 
best  opportunities  of  acquiring  correct  informa- 
tion, which  is,  that  the  present  allowance  is  alto- 
gether inadequate.  In  this  opinion,  especially  in 
respect  to  the  principal  Courts,  I  fully  concur. 
Representations  to  this  effect  having  been  made 
by  several  of  our  Ministers,  I  annex  a  copy  of 
their  communications  on  the  subject ;  well  satis- 
fied I  am  that  great  losses  have  been  sustained 
by  those  who  remained  any  considerable  time 
abroad. 

The  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  at  the 
several  Courts  of  Europe  live  much  in  the  same 
style.  Their  household  establishment,  equipage, 
number  of  their  servants,  expenses  m  attending 
Court,  of  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  of  hos- 
pitality, are,  in  the  most  material  circumstances, 
similar.  The  habits  and  propensities  of  particular 
members  of  the  corps  may  increase  these  expenses 
considerably  ;  but  no  degree  of  economy  can  re- 
duce them  below  a  certain  grade.  From  the 
nature  of  our  Government,  something  may  be 
spared  to  our  Ministers  in  what  regards  style  or 
mere  ostentatious  display,  but  in  nothing  else. 
All  the  other  heavy  items  are  as  applicable  to 
them  as  to  the  Ministers  of  other  Powers. 

Presuming  that  a  view  of  the  compensation 
allowed  by  the  Powers  of  Europe  to  their  repre- 
sentatives at  foreign  Courts  may  serve  to  give  an 
idea  of  the  expense  of  living  there  in  that  char- 
acter, I  have  annexed  a  statement  of  it,  as  far  as 
It  has  come  within  ray  knowledge. 

Having  slated  the  lacts  which  are  essential  in 
this  case,  it  is  not  necessary,  and  might  be  im- 
proper, for  me  to  communicate  any  opinion  as  to 
the  degree  of  augmentation  which  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  salaries  o(  our  Ministers  in  foreign 
countries.  With  a  knowledge  of  the  facts,  every 
member  of  the  committee  is  as  competent  to 
judge  of  the  proper  augmeniaiioA  as  I  can  be. 
The  United  States  constitute  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  great  community  of  nations. 
Their  citizens,  favored  by  many  important  cir- 
cumstances, particularly  by  the  great  excellence 
of  their  Government,  enjoy  in  the  highest  degree 
all  the  blessings  which  can  be  derived  from  the 
social  compact.  It  is  our  duty  to  perpetuate 
these  blessings,  and,  with   that  view,  to  fortify 
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f^^elves  it'  erery  point  where  daof^er  of  tny 
^>  menao*s.  Is  it  necessary  that  the  United 
f»*4es  shoai»J  be  represented  with  foreign  Pow- 
^7  That  has  long  ceased  to  be  a  question. 
i»ii  they  r.'iaintain  a  proper  station  there,  not 
Jiinning.  bnt  dignified,  such  as  the  general  ex- 
•ijjiiition  ar>d  coramon  opinion  of  mankind  have 
ii»Q  them  ?  That  has  never  been  a  question, 
character  of  the  country,  if  not  its  rank,  is 
r  iome  dejree  affected  bv  that  which  is  main- 
tlii^d  by  Uf  Ministers  abroad.  Their  utility  in 
'Tbe  gre^  objects  of  their  mission  is  essenii- 
aVrdepencfent  on  it.  A  Minister  can  be  useful 
^ii  ^y  fi"^,t*g  his  place  with  credit  in  the  diplo- 
T^»jc  corptl  and  in  the  corresponding  circle  of 
tJi?ty  in  t|^  country  in  which  he  resides,  which 
[vie  best  :in  every  country.  By  taking  the 
Lper  grouid.  if  he  possesses  the  necessary  qual- 
i||!»tions,  a>d  is  furnished  with  adequate  means. 
IV'Will  became  acquainted  with  all  that  passes, 
;«td  from  tKc;  highe^it  and  most  authentic  sources, 
iiipiring  a.infidence  by  repa«;ing  it  in  those  who 
Tefrve  it,  jind  by  an  honorable  deportment  in 
iS^rr  respeits,  he  will  have  much  influence,  es- 
^/Jally  in  what  relates  to  his  own  country.  De- 
;>f^fe  him  f;f  the  necessary  means  to  sustain  this 
j((|iind,  se^^irate  him  from  the  circle  to  which  he 
}»<r*ngs.  ar^d  he  is  reduced  to  a  cipher.  He  may 
(iijrfct  initlligence  from  adventurers  and  spies, 
l/ji-  it  will  he  of  comparatively  little  value;  and, 
:  'fciqither  rctj^ects,  he  had  as  well  not  be  there. 
il.>n  the  ciier  part  of  the  resolution — the  pro- 
f^ejy  of  al'owing  salaries  to  our  Consuls  in  for- 
ejlii  port;. —  I  have  to  state  that  it  is  deemed  ad- 
-v^^£ble  to  make  such  allowance,  limited,  in  the 
;  .r^f^mencei^ient,  to  certain  countries,  and  to  the 
i3Hropolis  (}f  each.  On  several  of  the  Qovern- 
iwjnts  of  Europe  our  citizens  have  claims  to  a 
e.^V^iderablii  amount  still  to  settle.  In  many  of 
ff''?^'  ports  or  each  Power  we  have,  almost  at  all 
'Ji^rv/'S,  destitute  seamen,  discharged  either  from 
irfown  mi-rchani  vessels,  or  from  those  of  other 
t«ons  inijo  which  they  had  entered.  Neither 
..^""lese  inrrrests  will  be  duly  attended  to  with- 
ij^t  a  speci(».l  agent,  wiih  an  adequate  compensa- 
ri%i.  A  Ot'nsul  is  the  fittest  person  to  perform 
{^•t  dutiev";  and,  under  the  superintendence  of 
j^'  Minist.  r,  whose  business  is  to  settle  princi- 
fi<,  he  rnay   with    propriety  be  chaj-ged   with 


ra.     Oiir  citizens  have  claims  on  Great  Brit' 
1.  Franc^,  Spain.  Denmark,  the  Netherlands; 


> 


'jveden.  atd  Naples ;  and  we   hare  often  desti- 

iif  seameij  in  the  ports  of  most  of  those  coun- 

|es.  especially  Great  Britain.  These  duties  must 

eiecuteii  with  some  department  of  their  re- 

^ective  Governments    near    which   our   agents 


suggested  in  Mr.  Crawford's  letter.    The  duties 

which  it  is  proposed  to  rest  in  these  Consuls 
being  of  a  general  nature,  and.  in  regard  to  sea- 
men, coextensive  with  the  European  dominions 
of  each  Power,  it  may  be  useful  to  give  to  their 
consular  functions  a  corresponding  extent.  Such 
an  extension  of  the  consular  authority  in  aa 
agent  residing  at  the  metropolis  of  the  country 
to  which  he  is  appointed,  and  paid  by  bis  Gov- 
ernment, would,  it  is  presumed,  be  found  advan- 
tageous to  our  commerce.  It  would  certainly 
make  them  more  adequate  to  the  other  duties 
which  it  is  proposed  to  assign  them.  It  may 
likewise  be  observed,  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
allowance,  that  the  experiment  on  this  scale 
would  afford  useful  light  as  to  the  policy  of  a 
general  change  of  the  system,  when  that  subject 
IS  entered  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  William  Lowjides. 

Chairman  Committee  IVays  and Aleaiu. 

Great  Britain  allows  to  an  Ambassador — 
At  Paria £10,000 


£16,000 


A  house  estimated  at  - 

1,000 

.\n  outfit     -         ...         - 

6,000 

At   Vienna,   St.    Peleraburg,  and 

Madrid          .... 

10,000 

In  lieu  of  a  house        ... 

1,000 

Outfit 

5,000 

At  Constantinople  and  the  Hague 

9,000 

At  the  first  a  house  is  found 

At  the  Hague,  an  allowance  of    - 

1,000 

Outfit,  half  the  salary  - 

4,500 

.\t  Berlin  and  Lisbon  - 

8,000 

A  house 

1,000 

Outfit 

4,000 

En^oy  Extraordinary  and  Minis- 

ter    Plenipotentiary     to    the 

United  States  of  America    - 

6,000 

Outfit 

3,000 

House          ..... 

500 

Naples,  same  as  the  United  States. 

Stockholm,  .Munich,  and    Copen- 

hagen, each  •         •         .         . 

5,000 

Outfit,  half  the  salary  . 

2,500 

House 

500 

16,000 


14,500 


13,000 


9,500 


8,000 


At  Madrid,  when  I  was  there  in  1605,  the  com- 
pensation to  the  French  Ambassador  was,  I  under- 
stood,  a  salary  of  45,000  crowns  ;  that  to  the  Por- 
ust  residV.   Ji  is  therefore  proposed  to  allow  |  tuguese,  25,000. 

It  is  understood  that  the  salaries  allowed  by 
the  Emperors  of  Russia  and  Austria,  and  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  are  of  the  same  grade  ;  and  that 


laries  at  rhis  time  to  our  Consuls  at  London, 

iris.    Mat!rid.    Amsterdam,    Copenhagen,   and 

lockholrrr,  at  which  places  the  fees  ot  office  and 

rofits  of  liade  do  not  afford  them  a  support.    As 

•cial  reasons  operate  in  favor  of  the  allowance 

ihe?e  pl'ces,  it  is  thought  advisable  to  confine 

to  them,  without  deciding,  at  this  time,  on  the 

r*>ll*y  of  %  general  change  of  the  system.    That 


those  of  Prussia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Holland, 
though  lower  than  are  given  by  the  principal 
Powern,  are  higher  than  those  given  by  the  Uni- 
ted States.  A  distinction  is  made  between  the 
salaries  of  Ambasadors  and  Envoys  Extraordinary 
and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary;  to  the  principal 
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Courts  Ambassadors  are.  for  the  most  part,  sent  by 
the  great  Powers,  and  not  Envoys  Extraordinary 
and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary. 


Washington,  April  5,  1816. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
annual  allowance  of  Ministersof  the  United  States 
at  foreign  Courts,  and  allowing  annual  salaries  to 
the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  ports. 
In  reply  to  your  request  for  the  communication 
of  such  information  on  that  subject  as  my  late 
residence  abroad  will  enable  me  to  furnish,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that,  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, I  am  convinced  that  a  considerable  in- 
crease to  the  present  allowance  to  our  Ministers 
at  London  and  Paris  is  highly  expedient.  From 
every  circumstance  which  has  come  to  ray  knowl- 
edge, the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  ought  to  be  em- 
braced by  the  proposed  measure.  The  enclosed 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Erving  will  show  the 
propriety  of  extending  the  measure  to  the  Court 
of  Spain. 

Annexed  is  a  statement  of  the  salaries  of  foreign 
Ministers  at  the  different  Courts  of  Europe  as  far 
as  ihey  have  come  within  my  knowledge. 

The  propriety  of  allowing  annual  salaries  to 
the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  presents  a  ques- 
tion of  more  difficult  solution.  At  present,  the 
inducement  to  seek  the  appointment  of  Consul  is 
the  advantage  which  it  confers  in  the  prosecution 
of  foreign  trade.  American  Consuls  are  generally 
able  to  enter  into  partnership  with  the  most  re- 
spectable mercantile  houses  in  the  ports  where 
they  reside,  without  bringing  anything  into  the 
firm  except  those  advantages.  It  is  manifest, 
therefore,  that  the  strongest  temptation  will  be 
presented  to  render  their  official  acts  subservient 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  their  foreign  part- 
ners. It  IS  more  than  probable  that  many  of  the 
abuses  which  were  known  to  exist  during  the  late 
European  war.  in  relation  to  American  papers, 
and  which  were  seized  as  the  pretext  for  the  un- 
principled spoliations  committed  by  the  belliger- 
ents upon  American  commerce,  originated  from 
this  source.  This  view  of  the  subject  presents 
some  inducement  to  allow  American  Consuls  an- 
nual salaries,  and  for  prohibiting  them  from  all 
participation  in  trade.  But  the  salary  must  be 
considerable,  or  it  will  be  no  equivalent  for  the 
restriction  which  ought  to  be  imposed  upon  them. 
The  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  now  prose- 
cuted in  almost  every  part  of  the  world.  The 
number  of  Consuls  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  this  commerce  would,  with  competent  salaries, 
involve  a  very  great  annual  expense.  To  allow 
salaries  to  none  but  the  Consuls  of  the  capitals  of 
each  maritime  State  would  not  remove  the  evil, 
because,  in  many  cases,  the  capital  is  not  the 
principal  trading  city  ol  the  country  ;  and  even 
where  it  is,  there  are,  in  every  case,  other  trading 
cities  in  the   same  State  where  abuses  may  be 


committed  to  the  same  extent.  To  reduce  the 
number  of  Consuls,  and  to  compel  vessels,  whe- 
ther American  or  foreign,  to  have  their  papers 
authenticated  by  them,  in  order  to  obtain  admit- 
tance into  an  American  port,  would  present  a  temp- 
tation to  foreign  nations  to  make  the  same  regula- 
tion with  regard  to  American  ports,  which  might 
give  to  the  ports  of  one  Slate  an  advantage  over 
those  of  another ;  but  this  regulation  would  be  no 
radical  remedy  of  the  evil  intended  to  be  removed. 
The  prosecution  of  commerce  under  surreptitious 
papers  is  carried  on  most  securely  in  ports  which 
are  not  much  frequented.  It  is  generally  carried 
on  between  the  ports  of  foreign  States,  and  not 
between  foreign  ports  and  those  of  the  United 
Stales.  These  abuses  will  occur  more  extensively 
in  time  of  European  wars  than  in  peace,  and  will 
not  fail  to  produce  great  embarrassments  to  the 
fair  and  legitimate  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

There  is,  however,  some  reason  to  believe  that 
the  appointment  of  a  Consul  General  to  each  of 
the  principal  commercial  States,  with  a  compe- 
tent salary,  invested  with  power  to  sujjeriniend 
the  conduct  of  the  other  Consuls,  and  to  make 
general  regulations  for  their  Government,  subject 
to  the  sanction  of  the  President,  might  be  found 
beneficial.  Residing  at  the  capital,  and  carrying 
on  an  active  correspondence  with  the  different 
ports  of  the  country,  abuses  would  be  more  likely 
to  be  discovered  and  corrected  than  at  present. 
If  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient  to  give  them  an- 
nual salaries,  a  fund  might  be  created  by  levying 
a  small  tonnage  duty  upon  all  American  vessels 
which  enter  foreign  ports.  Where  the  duty  col- 
lected in  a  port  exceeds  the  salary,  the  surplus 
mighi  be  paid  over  to  another  Consul  in  the  same 
Stale,  where  there  was  a  deficiency. 

This  mode  of  compensation  might  be  adopted, 
whether  salaries  are  allowed  or  not ;  and  there  is 
but  little  doubt  that  it  would  be  received  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  right  of  carrying  on  trade.  In 
this  case,  a  minimum  ought  to  be  fixed.  The 
surplus  might  be  applied  in  aid  of  those  whose 
emoluments  were  the  most  below  that  maximum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  James  Monhoe,  Secr^y  of  State. 

Minister  of  France  in  the  United  States,  15,000 
crowns. 

The  same  to  the  third  rate  Powers  in  Europe. 

To  the  secqndary  Powers  in  Europe,  25,000 
crowns. 

Ambassadors  to  the  latter  Courts,  50,000  crowns. 

Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  principal  Eu- 
ropean Courts,  viz:  London,  Vienna,  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  ConstantinopIeTthe  same  as  Ambassa- 
dors at  the  secondary  Court. 

Under  the  Emperor.  Ambassadors  at  the  latter 
Courts  were  not  limited  in  their  expense. 

English  Ambassadors  at  Paris,  £10,000. 

English  Ambassadors  at  Lisbon,  £8,000. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  George  W.  Erving  to  the 
Hon.  Wiuiam  H.  Crawford. 

''  The  raising"  of  the  sala  y  there  [St.  Peters- 
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i^lg]  woMld,  r  presume    be  very  proper,  who-  'of  the  return  of  civilities  and  the  dispensation  to 

i,jr  might  go;  the  including  London  and  Paris    our  respectable  countrymen  of  expected  hosnital 
^is  liberal  arrangement   rnay  also  be  proper ;    ity.     I  believe    the  present  salary  wholly  inade- 
iZf,  why  dv  they  exclude  Madrid  ?     It   is   true  |  quate   to  sustain   the  expenses  of  such  a  stvle  of 
tM  nobody  has  made  any  noise  about  the  dear-  |  living  at  most,  if  not  all,  the   foreign   Courts  at 
of   living  at  Madrid,  for  nobody  has  been     which  we  have  Ministers. 

I  can  communicate  to  you  no  information  of 
the   salaries  allowed   by  other  Powers    to   their 
Ministers  at  foreign  Courts,  nor  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  allowing  salaries  to  our  Consuls. 
I  am,  .sir,  with  great  respect,  dec. 

rn.    TT  "•  CLAY. 

The  Hon.  James  Monroe. 


:ijje  for  t^ri  years  but  myself,  and.' before  my 
'ft'"  '^*'*''^?  salaries  was  never  contemplated  as 
f^^ible.  In  a  great  many  points  of  view,  Madrid 
rtly  be  corisidered  as  the  most  important  mis- 
s^;  it  is  ex  this  time  the  most  diflScult  and  la- 
h^ypus.  an(3  has  the  greatest  and  most  delicate 
"msibility   belonging  to  it;  ought  it   in  that 

fto  be  placed  on  a  footing  with  Holland, 
es.  Swr'den,  and  Brazil?  As  to  expense,  I 
d  undeptake  to  prove  that  it  is  at  lea.st  twenty- 
nv^  per  cent,  dearer  than  London  or  Paris.  The 
Cartes  of  thi*;  difference  are  evident;  almost  every- 
^^015  °f  superior  excellence  must  be  brought 
fifijri  Franco  or  England  ;  no  one  attempts  to  live 
u^.f  what  IS  to  be  found  in  Spain  ;  from  the  na- 
iv^  J  of  society  there,  the  corps  diplomatique  is 
n^fssarily  crowded  in  upon  itself ;  it  makes  its 
o*^H  society.  This  occasions  a  perpetual  round 
oi^plomatjc  dinners  and  entertainments,  which 
afjiiot  to  be  avoided  ;  for  the  same  reason,  all 
fcw^igoers  of  distinction  who  arrive  there  are  in 
•'t^'l-  sort,  a'i  at  Constantinople,  dependent  upon 
(1^1  Ministers  for  society;  they  are  regularly 
jriftjaduced  (o  such  member  of  the  corps  diplo- 
r*\^^que,  aMl  must  be  as  regularly  invited,  &c. 
'JC^ee,  to  say  nothing  of  the  change  of  residence, 
a||enent  th.}  expenses  of  a  Minister  terribly  ;  in 
ti^.  he  cant^ot  retire — he  must  be  always  in  evi- 
dz-jtie;  and  |he  more  splendid,  because  he  has  to 
c^iV'Pte  as  U  were  with  the  grandees.  Add  to 
»;*"^these  solid  considerations,  that  it  is  a  place,  in 
ftaiy  view,  of  malaiae,  and,  as  I  have  found  it 
t^^Hlofore,  'n  may  be  again  a  post  of  personal 
d^fw'cr.  I  (jo  not  write  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
oijthe  Pre-ldent  on  this  matter,  because  I  have 
n.*,(fe  a  geo-jral  rule  of  never  pressing  upon  them 
Itrtf&ey  considerations. 

•  ^h^  the  Ifon.  H.  Clay  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

liml  '  Washington,  .-IprnV,  5.  1816. 

;  ^i^|B:  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
t;f8i|)^  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant. 
;^\)iiung  niy  residence   in  Europe,  my  place  of 

;»i>|({ewas  sj  frequently  changed,  and  it  having 

[l^i  moreover,  principally  at  provincial  towns', 
xttjl  am  nc|  able  to  furnish  much  information  on 
il.'^  |ubject  <.f  your  letter,  derived  from  my  own 

..|)ei^|inal  experience.  I  was  in  London  rather 
ni:,l-  than  tfree  months,  and,  expensive  as  I  had 

:j»iVv)ously  ujidersiood  that  city  to  be,  I  found  it 
in  dial  resp(|:t  greatly  exceeding  all  my  anticipa- 
ti^>5^:  and  y^l  I  kept  no  house,  and  was  certainly 

.»t;(i:»xtrava^/ant  in  my  personal  expenses. 

(     .JW  opiniuo  of  the  style  in  which  an  American 

Mitifiter  ou^ht  to  live  is,  that  avoiding  the  mean- 
)pf!iijwhich  j»rovokes  ridicule,  and  the  ostentation 
iJhit^h  chall»w)ges  observation,  it  should  be  one  of 
|ieju  simplicity,  regulated  by  the  habits  of  society 
pi  \pt  country  where  he  resides,  and  admitiine 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Air  Barlow  to  tht  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

Paris.  Nov.  21,  1811. 

I  need  not  tell  you  how  necessary  it  is  to  raise 
the  salary  if  you  do  not  mean  either  to  ruin  your 
Minister  or  injure  your  affairs.  A  man  in  this 
situation  must  either  spend  double  his  salary,  or 
keep  himself  excluded  entirely  from  society  and 
from  his  duty.  I  naturally  and  habitually  love 
simplicity,  and  have  an  aversion  to  luxury  ;  but 
my  duty  requires  that,  in  this  respect,  I  should 
o;ive  up  my  own  taste.  1  am  determined,  while 
I  stay,  to  do  my  duty;  and,  to  do  this.  I  must 
spend  at  least  fifteen  (probably  eighteen)  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.  In  this  way  I  cannot  stand  it 
long,  and  you  cannot  expect  to  find  many  men 
in  our  country  who  are  at  once  willing  and  able 
to  do  if,  and  who  are  fit  for  the  place. 

Pardon  the  frankness  with  which  I  speak  on  a 
subject  on  which  I  may  appear  more  selfish  than 
I  really  am,  for  I  feel  myself  impelled  to  it  by  a 
sense  of  duty,  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  that 
you  will  likewise  feel  it  a  part  of  your  duty  to 
use  your  influence  to  set  this  matter  ri<rht. 

9 


Extracts  from  Mr.  Adamia  Uitert  to  the  Secretary  of 

State  ^ 

London,  July  31,  1815. 
It  ia  needless  to  say  to  you,  or  to  any  person 
having  been  in  the  same  capacity  here,  that  the 
annual  salary  of  an  American  Minister  is  insuffi- 
cient to  support  a  man  with  a  family — I  say  not 
in  the  style  of  high  official  rank,  but  in  the  decency 
becoming  a  private  gentleman. 

September  30,  1815. 
An  experience  of  the  expense  of  living  here  for 
upwards  of  four  months  even  under  all  the  priva- 
tions to  which  I  have  submitted,  has  confirmed 
me  in  the  desire  to  be  recalled  as  early  in  the 
Spring  as  the  President  may  find  it  convenient 
to  replace  me,  if,  upon  the  construction  of  the 
law,  the  Legislature  should  refuse  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  outfit. 

Jandary  9,  1816. 
With  every  expedient  of  economy  that  1  find 
possible,  I  am  living  at  an  expense  which,  at  the 
end  of  two  years  from  my  arrival  in  this  country, 
would  more  than  absorb  the  whole  salary  for 
thoae  two  years,  eren  with  the  allowance  for  the 
outfit. 


Militia  Claims. 


A  very  few  years'  residence  here  must  involve 
my  own  affairs  beyond  all  power  of  redemption. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 

of  State. 

January  4,  1816. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  some  general  revision 
of  the  consular  establishments  should  be  made, 
and  some  regular  system  concerning  them  be 
sanctioned  by  law.  For  the  port  of  London  a 
provision  for  the  compensation  of  the  Consul 
must  be  made,  or  the  office  must  be  given  to  some 
wealthy  merchant  established  in  the  city,  to  whom 
it  may  be  acceptable  for  the  facilities  of  business 
which  he  may  derive  from  it.  Colonel  Aspinwall 
cannot  hold  it  long  without  a  salary,  or  without 
a  commercial  establishment  connected  with  it. 
and  upon  which  alone  he  must  rely  for  support. 

In  one  of  his  late  letters  to  me,  (a  copy  of  which 
has  been  transmitted  to  you,)  Mr.  Beasley  expresses 
the  conviction  that  the  provision  made  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  relief  of  indi- 
gent and  destitute  seamen  in  foreign  ports  is  liable 
to  great  abuse.  The  late  and  present  excessive 
numbers  of  persons  claiming  the  benefit  of  it,  both 
at  London  and  Liverpool,  afford  confirmations  of 
that  opinion  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  obvious 
that,  with  the  increase  of  our  commerce  and  navi- 
gation, the  casualties  incident  to  them  must  have 
proporlionably  multiplied  The  opportunities 
and  the  chances  of  imposition  must  also  be  much 
greater,  and  require  more  caution  to  be  guarded 
against  in  England  than  in  any  other  country  ; 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  uniformly  found,  in  a  lime 
of  general  European  peace,  thai  the  duly  of  afford- 
ing relief  to  the  objects  of  this  class  really  entitled 
to  it,  and  that  of  discriminating  between  them 
and  the  impostors  who  would  prey  upon  the  fund 
allotted  to  this  honorable  purpose,  will  be  the 
most  arduous  and  important  obligation  of  an 
American  Consul.  *  *  *  Mr.  Bourne,  the  Con- 
sul at  Amsterdam,  has  also  lately  written  to  me 
on  t!ie  same  subject,  and  complains  of  similar 
charges.  His  claims  for  particular  compensation 
to  himself  for  his  long  services  there,  have  been 
often  made  known  lo  the  Government. 

The  direcicommerce  between  the  United  States 
and  the  port  of  London  is  comparatively  small. 
The  number  of  American  vessels  which  come  to 
it  is  inconsiderable.  The  official  emoluments 
from  year's  end  to  year's  end  will  not  pay  office 
rent  and  the  wages  of  a  single  clerk.  If  the  sup- 
port and  and  reconveyance  to  llie  United  States 
of  destitute  seamen  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Con- 
sul, some  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  ihis  service  rnusi  be  made. 


MILITIA  CLAI.MS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Houie,  March  12,  1816.] 
Department  of  War,  March  7.  1816. 
Sir:    In   obedience  lo   the   resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  21st   ultimo,  f 


have  the  honor  to  transmit   the  enclosed  docu- 
ments. 

In  addition  lo  the  sum  advanced  to  the  State 
of  Virginia  by  the  Paymaster  General,  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  paid 
to  that  State,  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  em- 
ployment of  the  militia  in  its  defence.  The 
claims  of  that  State  have  been  admitted  on  the 
ground  that  the  Governor  of  Virginia  was  in- 
vested with  discretionary  power,  by  the  War 
Department,  to  call  forth  the  militia  in  such 
numbers  as  the  emergency  should  require,  and 
that  the  force  actually  employed  was.  at  that 
time,  not  believed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  be 
excessive.  It  is  now  believed  that  the  number 
of  militia  kept  in  service,  when  compared  with 
that  called  into  the  field  by  the  President  for  the 
defence  of  Baltimore,  against  the  same  hostile 
force,  which  could  be  brought  to  act  against  the 
capital  of  Virginia  from  various  points,  was  not 
beyond  what  the  emergency  required.  The 
force  here  referred  to.  and  the  expense  intended 
to  be  sanctioned,  are  those  which  the  letter  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  the  statement  of  the  Ad- 
jutant General  of  that  Slate,  herewith  enclosed, 
exhibit.  The  claims  of  North  Carolina  and 
Rhode  Island  have  been  sanctioned,  because  they 
are  founded  upon  expenses  actually  incurred  upon 
militia  called  out  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  had  received  the  sanction  of 
that  authority  after  they  were  called  into  service. 
The  claims  exhibited  by  Delaware  and  New 
Hampshire  have  been  suspended  until  evidence 
shall  be  produced  to  show  that  the  emergency 
was  such  as  to  require  the  service  without  wail- 
ing the  intervention  of  the  Executive  authority 
of  the  Union. 

The  Slate  of  New  York  has  exhibited  claims 
for  arms  and  ammunition  furnished  the  militia, 
or  captured  by  ihe  enemy  in  our  military  depots  ; 
and  also  for  additional  pay  allowed  their  militia 
wben  in  the  public  service.  The  claims  of  Vir- 
ginia emtirace  items  of  the  former,  and  that  of 
New  Hampshire  of  the  latter  character.  No  de- 
cision has  been  made  upon  these  claims  ;  but  it 
is  believed  that  the  powers  of  the  Department  do 
not  extend  to  their  liquidation  and  admission, 
without  further  legal  provision  for  that  purpose. 
It  is  believed  that  no  other  State  has  presented 
any  specific  claim  for  money  expended  upon  mili- 
tia service  during  the  war;  but  it  is  proper  lo 
slate,  that  in  the  correspondence  between  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  it  was  distinctly  declared,  ihat  reimburse- 
ment would  not  be  made  of  any  expenses  incurred 
upon  militia  called  into  service  by  State  author- 
ity, with  the  declared  intention  of  excluding  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  over  such  militia 
force. 

Time  and  reflection,  so  far  from  having  changed 
the  opinion  then  formed,  have  tended  only  to 
strengthen  and  confirm  it.  The  several  States 
have  a  right,  in  time  of  war,  to  raise  and  main- 
tain regular  troops:  more  strongly  have  they  the 
right  to  employ  their  miltia  in  military  opera- 
tions, where  it  can  be  done  without  infringing 


i  ^■ 

I*  •■ 

'i  : 


1J43 


I 

It:  I 


!l 


ft1 


M 


■  U 


J 


^. 

tllj' rights  or  the  Ni 
5«i|ixe  force.     But  it 


APPENDIX. 


1744 


Militia  Claims. 


•  aiional   Eiecotive  over    the 
.  never  can  be  admitted,  that 

£\J)tinses  intjurred  by  raising  and  supporting  regu- 
l4#  troops  can  be  a  charge  against  the  nation; 
*^;  It  IS  ijquaUy  clear,  that  expenses   incurred 


The  amount  claimed  by  the  State  of  Penn 
syivania  IS  8268,550  82.  '   renn- 

The  amount  claimed   by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  is  §56,513  29^. 

TQn%*,n°-"n  '  ^'^'™^'^  ^y  ^^^  State  of  Delaware 


J  ;  ...   ,   •      .^v.  J  -    --,----...-    •..v.uiK^u  A  lit;  iiriiuui 

Uf^  rnilitu  service,  under  S;aie  authority,  with  '  is  $30  619  79 

ei^jleclared  intention  of  directing  and  controlling  I      The  amn.mf   ^\r,.^  a   u       u      o 

fcjji^^no  such   charg..     ^c,  da,,.,  of  .h„  „a.ure        Tb^se  claim!  hi,e  no" ye.  be.a  aced  upon  de 

re  V  in  i>>i«   nffi/^o    tk„. ..  L      I        ' 


w%^:be  recognised  by  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Ov.'Jernment,  unless  provision  shall  be  made  by 
la  \^for  th»h  purpose. 

^Iiave  tht  honor  to  be.  your  most  obedient,  and 
Vi  ^A.  humblf  servant,  " 

"^  J  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 

ifon.  Hep^by  Clay,  Speaker. 


£  Depart.ment  of  War, 

\Accountanrs  Office,  Feb.  29,  1816. 
ir:  I  hifve  the  honor  to  state,  in  relation  to 
ttLresolutiuii  of  the  honorable  the  House  of  Rep- 
rtjfcjtatives;  directing  the   Secretary  of  War  to 
lav*l>efore  tl<e  House. 

_^  A  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  for 
UW-^ervices  of  the  militia  called  forth  by  author- 
it^f  the  Uj^ited  States  during  the  late  war. 

TaI.  Stateipent  of  the  accounts  which  have 
b'.Ti  exhibijed,  and  claims  which  have  been 
ma^f.  by  thetrespective  States  for  services  render- 
ed ^j  the  mi;itia  of  said  States,  when  called  forth 
^Wi:or  witlu)ut  such  authority,  together  with  the 
siA^whichtiavebeen  paid,  and  the  accounts  and 
clfl^s  whic>  have  been  allowed  therefor,  and  in 
Jhe  cla.jns  of  any  State  or  States  have  been 

ied    or   »ilr>TCoH      tn    cfalo    tk^     1       _r u 


finitively  in  this  office,  that  part  which  relates  to 
services  referring  itself  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
Paymaster  of  the  Army,  whose  duty  it  is  to  dis- 
charge all  claims  in  relation  to  the  pay  of  the 
militia  and  thereafter  report  them  to  this  office 
which  has  not  yet  taken  place.  What  portion  of 
tjese  claims  have  been  sanctioned  by  proper  au- 
thorny  can  only  be  ascertained  on  settlement. 

It  is  not  recollected  that  any  claims  of  the  re- 
spective States  have  been  presented  at  this  office 
which  have  been  rejected  or  allowed,  and  conse- 
quently no  information  can  be  furnished  by  me 
in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  resolution.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir. 
your  obedient  servant,  "       ' 

TK      «  ^r    rr    r.  1'OBIAS    LEAR. 

The  Hon.  W.  H.  Crawford. 


c 
re 


Armv  Pay  Office, 
Washitiglon  City,  Feb.  27,  1816. 
The   Paymaster  of  the   Army,  to  whom   has 
been  referred  the  resolution  passed  lu  the   House 
of  Representatives  on  the  21st   ultimo,  has   the 
honor  to  report : 

..ed  or  flowed,  to  state  the-gToL^dr'o}  s^uch    w  Jh'!'  duf  J:g;ee^'*f '^^c!!;^?^!' V"^^ 

hS^bePn   n     J  '    ^''''"  respectively  such  sums  '  called    forth,  by  authority  of  the  United    States 
liaj^been  p^id,  or  accounts  allowed,  and  des  g-  j  during  the  late  war  "  are  not  a-whin  h.       °'*'"' 

ihat  trom  the  imrnethodical  manner  in  whitu 
the  services  have,  on  some  occasions,  been  per- 
lormed,  many  claims  doubtless  exist  that  have 
not  yet  made  their  appearance  in  a  specific  form  • 
some  detachments  have  been  called  into  service 
and  discharged  therefrom  without  ever  having 
been  mustered,  whilst  the  muster-rolls  of  others 
are  so  very  imperfect  as  to  render  it  utterly  im- 
possible to  act  on  them  and  make  payments. 

That   many  claims  are   paid,  the  accounts  oi 
which  have,  in  company  with  those  of  the  regu- 


aUiiiurity  of 'the 
fJruch  rejection. 


r  J  in  the. cases  where  the  calls  were  made  by 
unty  of  [tne  United  States,  and  the  grounds 


[Kat,  in  ri?gard  to  the  first  clause  of  the  reso- 
J)i3,  the  aiiccounts  of  expenditures  during  the 
*have  not  been  kept  in  a  manner  to  designate 
wfci^  amount  has  been  expended  for  militia,  dis- 
tiL^afrom  tlte  regular  array.  According  to  the 
?iir"?r^  <^VP'ained  in  the  act  of  the  3J  March 
^^i. '/""*'•-'■  '°  ^'"^^^  the  several  acts  for  the 


°"V'h^  who'e  country,  from  appropriations  made 
during  the  present  ses^on  of  Congress. 

That  the  manner  in  which  the  appropriations 
have,  for  a  few  years  past,  been  made  by  Con- 
gress, did  not  require  a  .separate  and  distinct  ac- 
count ol  expenditures  upon  miliiia  to  be  kept 
irom  those  ol  the  regular  array;  and  indeed,  if 
it  had  been  required,  the  nature  of  the  service, 


wi4;ihe  appropriations. 

^  It  regafds  the  other  sections  of  the  resolu- 
tic^,  I  have  to  state  that  claims  have  been  ex- 
hi!;,^ed  to  th^  office  by  the  States  of  Pennsylva- 
nia firgini^^and  Ncrth  Carolina,  Delaware  and 
1^**  Hampjinire. 

il'020^1o''95 '*'"'*'*  ^y  '^^  S'*'^  of  Virginia 

• 

•? 
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particularly  during  a  state  of  war,  would  have 
rendered  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  totally  im- 
practicable. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ment relates  to  such  services  of  militia  only,  as 
have  been  performed  in  virtue  of  orders  issued 
by  the  Executive  of  the  United  Stales,  or  being 
performed  without  those  orders,  have  been  recog- 
nised by  that  authority,  and  payments  sanctioned 
accordingly. 

That  so  far  as  relates  to  expenditures  by  Slates 
themselves  upon  their  own  militia,  independent 
of  the  sanction  or  authority  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  is  in  pos- 
session of  no  official  information.  It  is  true, 
however,  that  two  claims  partly  of  this  character 
have,  nut  long  since,  been  presented  here,  and 
advances,  by  special  direction  of  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  War.  have  been  made  by  me 
upon  them :  one  to  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  ot  two 
hundred  thousand  dollar",  and  another  to  the 
Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  of  not  quite  twenty-two 
thousand  dollars  ;  but  then  these  services  were, 
as  I  understood,  recognised  by  the  United  States. 
so  that  they  partook  but  in  part  of  the  nature  of 
those  alluded  to,  namely,  that  they  have  been 
paid  from  the  funds  of  those  States,  respectively, 
which,  when  the  services  were  thus  recogni.sed. 
the  United  States  were  bound  to  reimburse. 

Respectfully, 

ROBERT  BRENT.  Paymaster. 

Hon.  William  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Washington,  D.  C,  Jan.  14,  1815. 

Sir:  This  note  has  been  delayed  by  the  expect- 
ation of  some  explanatory  documents  from  Rich- 
mond. We  have  now  the  honor  of  submitting 
to  you  the  grounds  on  which  we  expect  the  Pres- 
ident's sanction  to  the  calls  of  militia  which  were 
made  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia  for  the  defence 
of  Richmond  in  August  and  September.  1814  ; 
being   the  only  calls,  as  we  understand,  of  the 

Propriety  of  which  a  doubt  is  entertained,  in  the 
department  of  War. 

It  IS  to  be  remembered  that  Richmond  is  as- 
sailable by  the  channels  both  of  York  and  James 
rivers,  within  eight  and  forty  hours  alter  the  en- 
emy's squadron  shall  have  entered  our  Capes. 
Arnold,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  had  that 
eity  in  flames,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
first  notice  of  his  approach.  Hence  the  utter  im- 
practicabiiity  of  announcing  the  approach  to  the 
President,  and  receiving  his  instructions  in  time 
to  call  forth  the  militia  to  an  etlectual  defence. 
The  enemy  could  have  entered  Richmond  before 
an  express  could  return  from  Washington.  Hence 
it  is  obvious,  that  against  a  maritime  enemy,  like 
Great  Britain,  a  place  so  situated  is  defensible  in 
only  one  or  two  modes,  either  by  keeping  a  stand- 
iBg  force  before  it,  equal  to  any  force  which  the 
enemy  could  lead  to  the  assault,  or  by  vesting  the 
Executive  of  the  State  with  the  discreliouary 
power  of  calling  forth  the  militia  in  such  num- 
bers as  to  meet  the  particular  emergency,  what- 


soever It  might  be.  The  latter  course  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States  ia 
relation  to  Richmond,  We  do  not  say  that  any 
instruction  to  this  effect  was  given  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia  previou.>^ly  to  the  calls  in  the 
month  of  August;  but  the  letters  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  immediately 
thereafter,  and  indeed  almost  contemporaneously, 
do,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  ratify  that  course 
of  action;  and  a  subsequent  ratification,  we  un- 
derstand, IS  equal  to  a  prior  command.  Thus,  in 
the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  31st  of  August,  (here- 
with, numbered  1)  written  after  the  destruction 
of  Washington,  he  announces  the  descent  of  the 
enemy's  barges  down  the  Paiuxent.  and  the  rea- 
son given  for  the  communication  is,  because  it 
might  have  a  bearing  on  the  Governor's  arrange- 
ments for  his  section  of  the  country;  but  what 
those  arrangements  were  to  be.  instead  of  being 
defined,  is  left  exclusively  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Governor.  The  same  gentleman,  in  his  letter 
of  the  next  day,  (September  1.  No.  2.)  apprizes 
the  Governor  that  Richmond  was  known  to  be 
one  of  the  enemy's  objects,  and  closes  his  letter 
with  these  emphatic  words:  -  Be  on  your  guard, 
prepared  at  every  point,  and  in  all  circumstances, 
to  repel  the  invaders."  In  what  light  is  it  possi- 
ble to  construe  these  words,  but  as  a  clear  and 
explicit  recognition  of  the  principle  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  placed  the  defence  of  the  State 
of  V^irginia  and  its  metropolis  at  the  discretion  of 
its  Governor  ?  The  letter,  of  which  we  have 
just  quoted  an  extract,  was  followed  by  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  the  3J  of  September,  call- 
ing, in  terms  which  no  American  bosom  could 
resist,  upon  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and 
upon  the  nation,  to  rise  to  arm-^.  and  exterminate 
the  ferocious  and  sanguinary  invaders. 

The  effect  of  such  a  proclamation  on  such  a 
State  as  Virginia  will  be  easily  conceived  by 
you,  sir,  when  you  come  to  re-persue  the  terms 
of  the  proclamation  and  bear  in  mind  the  char- 
acter of  the  Stale  which  you  so  well  know.  The 
shock  was  electric  and  universal.  The  common- 
wealth rose  en  viasae.  Her  mountains,  fields,  and 
lorests,  poured  forth  their  armed  multitudes,  who 
rushed  from  all  directions  to  surround  and  cover 
their  metropolis  from  British  outrage  and  pollu- 
tion, and  chastise  the  insolence  which  had  just 
triumphed  over  Washington.  It  was,  no  doubt, 
the  presence  of  this  numerous  concourse  at  Rich- 
mond, or  upon  their  march  to  it  from  the  country, 
which  has  produced  the  impression  that  the  Gov- 
ernor had  made  an  indiscreet  use  of  the  power  of 
defence  with  which  he  was  intrusted.  But  this 
IS  not  the  fact.  The  concourse  of  which  we 
have  spoken  forms  no  part  of  the  charge  which 
we  now  have  agaiost  the  United  States.  They 
were  not  kept  la  arms.  Their  services  were  not 
accepted.  It  was,  indeed,  with  infinite  difficulty, 
and  infinite  address  on  the  part  of  the  Governor, 
and  with  the  most  painful  reluctance,  and  even 
tears  of  regret  on  theirs,  that  the  generous  impulse 
which  had  brought  them  together  could  be  so  far 
repressed  as  that  they  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
return  to  their  homes,  and  trust  the  defence  and 
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_    ,)nor  ofihe  State  to  the  troops  which  the  Go?- 
*ce/nor   ha,l  already  embodied.     But  they  did  rc- 
<^iirn ;  iho  sense  of  duty  and  order,  which  forms  a     « 
t  j)jo  less  itonorable   part  of  their  character  than     s 
*,<^eir  ard^r  of  patriotism,  prevailing  over  every     5 
2V:pnsider:^ion  of  personal  feeling.  '' 

\  [The  Di-xt  direction  which  the  Governor  re- 
Jrcfived  yom  the  Department  of  War,  was  the 
■^ecreta^/s  letter,  herewith,  (No.  3.)  of  the  Gih 
ii  Septfraber,  announcing  that  the  enemy  had 
j;|f(ceived!.a  reinforcemeni  at  the  mouth  of  Paiux- 

Sl.  thaiiihe  united  squadrons  were  descending 
e  bay,^hat  Richmond  was  one  of  their  objects, 
d  repetUing  again  the  solemn  injunction.  '•  be 
^•j^epared^^o  meet  the  enemy."  Tnus.  in  every 
^.jQsiance^the  Governor  of  Virginia  is  thrown  by 
•  ^Jl**^  Gentral  Government  upon  his  own  enerTies 
■i^lfd  owti  judgment,  without  any  notification  of 
^,4e  eneniv's  strength,  or  the  quantum  of  resist- 
^  A#ce  which  it  would  be  expedient  for  him  to  call 
JliWo  the  lield. 

Y  |To  mert  the  advance  guard,  as  it  may  be  called, 
Wi|the!.ajne  enemy,  the  President  of  the  Uniied 
;t^ates.  arting  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  had 
»,i)»ade  a  g*ll  in  the  month  of  June  or  July,  unless 
♦v^  are  jnisinformed,  of  fifteen   thousand   men. 
yj|j  meet.ihe  united   squadrons  at  Baltimore,  we 
^i*e  advised  that  from  eighteen  to  twenty  thousand 
•fi^n  we/c  called   to  the  defence  of  that  place, 
jjlju  meet  ihe  same  enemy,  at  the  same  crisis,  the 
|(^vernor  of  Virginia  had  never  in  the  field  more 
Itt^n  beiw^een  eleven  and  twelve  thousand  men. 
Ij'We  hand  you,  herewith,  the  several  general 
Vrders  cailing  out  troops  on  the  occasion  of  the 
^rsl  approach  of  the  enemy  within  our  Capes,  as 
;il^o  alter  ihe  fall  of  Washington,  numbered  4,  5, 
Jjijd  G,  and  submit  it  with  confidence  to  your  judg- 
.<l>*fnt,  wKfiher  these  calls  can  be  considered  as 
^discreet       Whether  you  take  the  standard  of 
J!^  call  lyr  Washington,  or  that  for  Baltimore; 
.,^<|  considt  r  the  accessibility  of  Richmond,  by  the 
•  j4l^annels  cither  of  York  or  James  river,  and  the 
-jjcn sequent    necessity    of  guarding,    with    equal 
vipftfeogth.    both    those  avenues   ol    approach— of 
*^ijarding    them,  too,   with   raw   militia   against 
v^^eran  ^iid  highly  disciplined  troops,  inured  to 
^i?tory  j—ii  seems  very  clear  that  those  calls,  if 
:  iSt^isurabl'  at  all,  are  rather  censurable  fur  their 
''  •'iij)derati^n  than  their  excess. 
'  i^  -To  the"  e  documents,  we  will  add  only  a  letter 
Jj^ra  the  ^Secretary  of  War,  of  the  21st  Septem- 
^.r,  wntirn   with  a  full   knowledge  of  all    our 
^parati*;is,  and  when  they  were  al  the  highest ; 
which;  letter,  so  far  is  he  from  censuring  the 
hgnituili  of  those  preparations,  that  he  is  con- 
^*^ered   thereby   as  having  approved  and   sanc- 
Ijijned  thtin.     Il  this  construction  be  rit^ht,  there 
1^(11  be  no-  occasion,  we  trust,  of  giving  you  any 
Ifnilier  tcuuble  on  this  branch  ol  the  claims  of 
py^ginia  lor  reimbursement. 

^^Ve  arc  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

WILLIAM  WIRT 
JOHN  CHEW. 
^;  Hoo.  W'm.  H.  Crawford, 

'^         Secretary  of  H'ar. 
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It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the 
troops  on  any  given  day  previous  to  the  15th  of 
September.  Many  of  them  were  discharged  im- 
mediately upon  their  arrival,  and  before  they  were 
organized  upon  any  regular  plan,  or  reports  could 
be  received  from  them.  This  was  particularly 
the  case  with  the  cavalry.  Of  this  species  of  force 
it  was  found  that  the  Governor's  proclamation 
and  the  general  orders  of  the  26ih  of  August  had 
brought  into  the  field  a  larger  proportion  than 
was  necessary;  consequently,  on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember.  seventeen  troops  were  discharged,  of 
which  eight  were  volunteers,  and  the  residue 
draughts. 

Captain  Prosser's  troop  of  cavalry  was  called 
into  service  on  the  26th  August,  and  performed 
vidette  duty  between  Richmond  and  Washington 
City  until  the  10th  of  September,  when  it  was 
discharged. 

Colonel  Boykin  took  the  field  on  the  29ih  of 
August,  with  about  eight  hundred  men.  and  con- 
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finued  in  service  until  the  13ih  September.     He 
•was  stationed  at  Cabin  point,  on  James  river. 

The  foregoing  statement  and  remarks  relate  to 
the  measures  adopted  by  the  Executive  of  Vir- 
ginia for  the  defence  of  Richmond.  Petersburg, 
and  the  shores  ol  York  and  James  river,  together 
with  such  points  of  our  maritime  frontier  as 
could  be  protected  by  that  force;  due  regard  be- 
ing had  to  the  safety  of  the  Metropolis. 

The  situation  of  the  other  exposed  parts  of  Vir- 
ginia will  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  letters 
from  the  commanding  officers  in  those  parts. 

G.  W.  GOOCH.  Adj.  Gen.,  Va. 


No.  1. 
War  Department.  Aug.  31,  1814. 

Sir:  We  have  this  moment  received  informa- 
tion, the  correctness  of  which  is  not  doubted,  that 
the  enemy  evacuated  Nottingham  yesterday,  at 
10  o'clock.  The  barges  moved  down  about  4 
o'clock.  It  is  believed  that  they  embarked  from 
Benedict  last  eveninsr  and  this  mornini;.  I  give 
this  notice  for  your  information  as  early  as  possi- 
ble, as  it  may  have  a  bearing  on  your  arrange- 
ments for  the  defenceof  y  our  sec  lion  of  the  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

His  Ex'cy,  J.  Barbour,       ^ 

Governor  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

No.  2. 
War  Departme.nt,  Sept.  1,  1814. 

Sir  :  The  enemy  have  embarked  on  board  their 
vessels  on  the  Paiuxent,  and  will,  as  I  presume, 
in  execution  of  their  desolating  system,  proceed 
immediately  to  some  other  of  our  principal  towns. 
Richmond  is  known  to  be  one  on  which  they 
Lave  fixed  their  attention;  Norfolk  and  Balti- 
more are  others.  Against  which  they  will  move, 
in  the  first  instance,  will  probably  not  be  known, 
until  they  land  their  men  in  a  marked  direction 
towards  it. 

Be  on  your  guard,  prepared  at  every  point,  and 
in  all  circumstances,  to  repel  the  invaders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Governor  of  the 

Stale  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

A  copy  of  the  original. 

G.  W.  GOOCH,  Adj.  Gen.,  Va. 

No.  2. 
Department  of  War,  Sept.  G,  1814. 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  ene- 
my's squadron  has  passed  our  battery,  at  the 
VVliite  House,  on  the  Potomac  river.  It  was  im- 
possible to  collect  such  a  number  of  heavy  pieces, 
la  the  present  state  of  affairs  here,  as  to  pre- 
▼em  it. 

The  fleet  which  had  descended  the  Patuxent. 
with  the  troops  on  board,  lately  employed  against 
Ibis  city, and  a  reinforcement  since  received,  which 


had  paused  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  on  account, 
as  was  supposed,  of  the  detention  of  this  squad- 
ron, descended  the  bay  yesterday,  either  for  the 
Potomac  or  some  other  object  lower  down  the  bay. 
As  it  doubtless  will  immediately  know  that  the 
squadron  has  passed  our  battery,  it  may  proceed 
to  such  other  object  ;  which  must  be,  I  presume, 
if  it  has  one  in  the  bay,  either  Norfolk  or  Rich- 
mond. 

I  hasten  to  give  you  this  intelligence,  that  you 
may  be  prepared  to  meet  the  enemy,  should  they 
present  themselves  at  either  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

No.  4. 

Department  of  War,  Sept.  19, 1814. 

Sir:  The  enemy  has  passed  down  the  bay,  out 
of  sight,  below  Annapolis.  It  may  be  presumed 
that  they  will  attack  either  Richmond  or  Norfolk. 

The  force  collected  near  Richmond  is,  I  trust, 
fully  adequate  to  its  defence. 

Norfolk,  General  Porter  writes  me,  is  not  so 
well  prepared.  Cannot  some  additional  force  be 
thrown  in  to  its  aid?  I  fear  the  reinforcement 
from  North  Carolina  will  not  arrive  there  in  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant 

JAMES  MONROE. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 


War  Department,  Oct.  6,  1814. 

Sir  :  For  the  expenditure  attending  the  militia 
who  have  been  called  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  this  Department,  or  the  commander 
of  the  military  district  No.  5,  the  United  States 
are  regularly  chargeable. 

For  any  advances  made  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  support  of  such  troops,  reimburse- 
ment is  of  course  due. 

No  call  of  the  militia,  except  in  the  modes  above 
stated,  is  obligatory  on  the  United  States.  In  the 
case  under  consideration,  it  is  true,  that  the  call 
made  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  was  notified 
to  this  Government,  with  a  request  that  the  mili- 
tia might  be  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  This,  however,  does  not  remove  the  ob- 
jection to  the  right  in  a  State,  at  its  discretion, 
to  subject  the  United  States  to  such  expenses. 

The  President  is  aware  that  the  predatory  in- 
cursions of  the  enemy,  and  the  menace  of  a  more 
serious  attack  on  the  principal  cities  along  our 
seaboard,  made  an  extra  call  of  militia,  in  certain 
cases,  necessary.  Whether  the  troops  which  were 
called  into  service  by  the  Executive  of  Virginia, 
for  the  defence  of  Richmond,  are  more  than  were 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  is  a  question  which 
could  not  be  immediately  decided:  it  will  be 
attended  to  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit. 
In  making  the  decision,  regard  must  be  had  to 
just  principles,  taking  into  view  similar  claims  of 
other  States. 

For  the  present,  I  am  authorized  to  state  that 
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..0(e  buDcired  thousand  dollars  will  be  advanced 
^(Mi  the  Ej^cutive,  on  account  of  money  paid  by  ii 
^(H  support  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  IJni- 
j^^SJ  Siat^  .  in  the  first  instance,  and   the  balance 

•  C^i  accoupt  of  the  other  claims  alluded  to.  which 
"Ciie  hereafter  to  be  adjusted. 

i.  On  the  proposition  to  take  the  militia  now  as- 
Humbled  /or  the  defence  of  Richmond  into  ihe 
rp.|rvice  ujf  the  United  States,  I  have  to  state  that 
-^  It-  will  bf  acceded  to  as  to  four  thousand  of  these 
tl>i>ops,  provided  the  Executive  of  the  State  should 
'bj  of  opinion  that  they  may  be,  in  the  present 
Ittes  meniicmg  posture  of  the  enemy,  spared  from 
•ji^eir  present  service,  to  be  employed  between  this 
Q>|id  BaU-more,  in  lieu  of  a  like  number  lately 
n-illed  fre»m  the  State  for  that  purpose. 
i'  'I  havtv  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 

•  Vtur  obejient  servant, 

!! ;  ■  JAMES  MONROE 

••<Hoo.  Qharles  Everett. 


^        captured,  «tc. 

Ituind  on; board  th 

<e    The  cKflrt  sbo^ 
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CLAIM  FOR  PRIZE  MO^'EY. 

^  ^Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  28,  1815.] 
J'  j  Washington,  Dec.  20,  1815. 

V  ,  Sir  :  I^  support  of  the  petition  presented  to  the 
y*,inorabh  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
^rnferred  to  their  honorable  Naval  Committee, 
fi'^aying  e^'muneration  to  those  interested,  for  the 
r-iiptures  ijnade  by  the  late  United  States  brig 
;A'rgus,  ufrder  the  command  of  ray  late  brother 
•yViUiam  H.  Allen.  I  have  the  honor  to  present, 
:^«rewithj  a  letter  from  Benjamin  Homans,  Esq.. 
'''■the  Nnvy  Department,  to  me,  with  a  chart  of 
track  of  the  Argus,  and  a  list  of  the  vessels 
■c,  and  the  documents  that  were 
those  vessels. 
^  fiflrt  shows  the  course  of  the  Argus  from 

-^'Orient;.up  the  western  coast  of  Ireland,  into  the 
liVer  Shannon,  and  thence  round  into  St.  George's 
"■C|iann el,  where  she  was  captured.     The  red  let- 
;  -lys  on  t^e  list  of  vessels  indicate  the  lime  and 

i«ice  of  iJieir  capture  on  the  chart. 

^  .r*It  ajpptjars,  upon  examination,  that  no  invoices 

*  "^re  fou'.d  on  board  the  captured  vessels ;  those 

'.  jl^periaining  to  the  vessels  bound  coastwise  were 

;  'pybably  j^ent  overland  by  mail ;  but  I  am  unable 

*'.^accouut  for  the  absence  of  the  others  ;  the  bills 

:  V^Plading  ihat  were  signed  were  probably  likewise 

:  :4«iii  by  q>ail ;  and  the  bills  of  lading  and  custom- 

•■  "Ifuse  do^ruments  herewith,  are  the  only  or  chief 

^ftjj-'^^^  ^Yx  which  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 

i  ^lygoes  cjin  be  formed.     Lieutenant  Watson,  of 

jfiie  Argils,  on  his  return   from   England  to  this 

Country,  ^livered  at  the  Navy  Department  a  re- 

jt  tjxjrt  resfJccling   the    value,  dec,   gf  these  vessels 

5i)*d  theii^;  cargoes,  which  he  estimated  at  about 

>'Utye€  milj'cns  of  dollars,  as  will  be  seen  by  reler- 

jtl^g   to  ;ue  letter  frum  Mr.  Homans.     I  cannot 

k{i)d  this  Kpori,  and  Lieutenant  Watson  is  absent 

m^m  thi.1;  country.     His  means  of  ascertaining 

^ttr-ir  valiii-  from  the  officers  of  the  captured  ves- 

;  |s^  and;(vhUe  in  England,  were  much  greater 


than  the  papers  presented  herewith  alone  afford  ; 
but,  unwilling  to  overrate  the  amount,  and  in  order 
to  make  adequate  allowance  fur  such  an  error 
should  there  be  any  in  this  report,  I  have  thought 
best  to  state  the  sum  in  the  petition  at  five  hund- 
red thousand  dollars  less  than  is  expressed  in  his 
report. 

I  made  application  at  the  Navy  Department  for 
the  log-book  of  the  Argus,  which,  perhaps,  con- 
tains some  information  of  importance  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  it  has  not  yet  been  found  ;  as  soon  as  it 
is  discovered,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  add  the  evidence 
it  may  afford  to  that  presented  now. 

Some  of  the  vessels  taken  were  very  valuable, 
and  among  them  were  those  from  the  West  Indies! 
The  cargo  of  the  Bedford  alone  (with  Irish  linen, 
&c., from  Dublin  for  London)  would  have  brought 
in  this  country  nearly  one  million  of  dollars. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  of  what  kind 
or  quality  were  the  goods  chiefly  composing  the 
cargo  of  the  brigantioe  Ann  ;  but  they  were  raobt 
probably  linen  manufactures,  and,  if  fine,  were 
very  valuable.  I  have  written  to  ascertain  their 
character  from  Dennison,  the  Purser  of  the  Ar- 
gus, who  is  at  Baltimore.  The  schooner  Matilda 
and  ship  Betsey  were  the  vessels  recaptured  by 
the  enemy. 

The  schooner  ^alamanca,  captured  on  the  pas- 
sage from  this  country  to  France,  was  an  armed 
Government  veaael.  as  her  papers  show;  and  the 
principle  upon  which  awards  have  already  been 
made  for  ttie  destruction  of  the  national  vessels 
of  the  enemy,  applies  fully   to  her.     And   what 
prevents  the  application   of  the  tame  principle 
where  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  has  been  de- 
stroyed ?   As  having  reduced  the  actual  power  of 
the  enemy,  the  capture  of  a  few  of  their  national 
vessels  cannot  be  considered  of  much  importance, 
their  whole  number  being  so  great,  and  the  means 
o{  replacing  those  that  were  lost  so  extensive,  it 
can  only  be  justly  prized  as  having  lessened  the 
naval  reputation  of  the  enemy  while  it  increased 
our  own,   and   raised    the  glory    of  the    nation. 
Aside  from  this  last  consideration,  the  demolition 
of  the  enemy's  instruments  of  annoyance  gives 
claim  to  no  greater  reward  than  the  destruction 
of  the  means  by  which  those  instruments  are  ob- 
tained.     A  nation   cannot   long  support  a    war, 
from  which  the  means  are  uken  that  enabled  her 
to  operate  against  an  enemy;  but  leave  her  the 
means,  and  she  will  always  be  armed,  being  at  all 
times  able  to  replace  her  losses.     To  attack  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy  was,  therefore,  the  best 
mode  ol  wounding  her,  and  upon  that  conviction 
were   the  orders   to   my    brother    predicated;    in 
which  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ob- 
serves, "  in  DO  way  can  the  enemv  be  made  to 
feel  our  hostility  so  effectually,  as' by  annoying 
and  destroying  his  commerce,  fisheries,  and  coa»l° 
ing  trade  ;  this  would  carry  the  war  home  to  their 
direct  feelings  and  interests,  and  would  produce 
an   astonishing  sensation."     And   the  sequel  de- 
monstrated  that   hostility  in   that   form   was  ftr 
more   dreadful  and  destructive   to  her   interests 
than  any  other  which  it  could  assume. 

In  another  view,  the  claim  of  the  subject  to 
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eoQsideratioD  is  at  least  as  strong.  A  law  of  the 
United  States  gives  to  captors  the  moiety  of  their 
captures  ;  and  I  believe  the  position  is  correct,  that 
the  property  in  them  vests  the  moment  they  are 
captured.  But  the  power  to  convert  such  prop- 
erty before  condemnation  is  not  possessed  either 
by  the  United  States  or  the  captors;  and  the  Uni- 
ted Siare«  have  no  greater  authority  to  dispose  of 
it,  either  before  or  after  condemnation,  than  is 
enjoyed  by  the  captor«.  My  late  brother  was, 
therefore,  compelled  by  his  orders  to  destroy  what 
actually  belonged  in  part  to  himself  and  his  crew; 
and  the  Executive  authority  havin^j  exercised  the 
power  of  directing  the  disposal  of  those  captures 
ID  a  way  that  deprived  the  captors  of  their  prop- 
erty in  them,  they  have,  it  is  humbly  conceived, 
a  just  claim  upon  the  United  States  for  indem- 
nity. There  is  something  accruing,  under  exist- 
ing laws,  for  the  guns  and  men  captured,  but  the 
amount  is  very  small. 

The  continued  loss  of  sleep,  together  with  the 
excessive  fatigue  consequent  upon  such  a  rapid 
succession  of  captures,  and  the  extreme  watch- 
fulness necessary  in  so  exposed  a  situation,  disa- 
bled the  Argus  from  making  so  great  a  resistance 
to  her  more  powerful  enemy  as  she  might  other- 
wise have  done.  And  although  victory  hung  no 
laurels  over  the  tombs  of  those  who  fell,  nor  on 
the  brows  of  the  survivors,  their  misfortune  has 
not  sullied  the  fame  of  our  arms,  nor  diminished 
their  title  to  the  remembrance  of  their  country. 

With  the  strongest  conviction  of  the  justice 
and  lil>eral  sentiments  of  the  honorable  gentlemen 
of  the  Senate,  to  whose  consideration  this  subject 
has  been  referred.  I  shall  look  with  confident  hope 
to  a  favorable  result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  ALLEN, 

Attorney  and  agent. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Tait. 

Chairman  Com.  on  Natal  Affairs. 


Navy  Depart.ment,  Dec.  13,  1815. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Naval 
Committee  of  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with 
your  request  of  the  8ih  instant,  the  several  papers 
herewith,  marked  A  and  B.  The  papers  marked 
A  contain  a  list  of  all  the  merchant  vessels  cap- 
tured by  the  public  armed  ships  of  the  United 
States  during  the  late  war,  and  subsequently  de- 
stroyed at  sea  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  this 
Department  to  that  effect. 

The  papers  marked  B  contain  the  orders,  and 
extracts  from  such  parts  of  orders,  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  ships  and  vessels  of  war  under 
which  the  vessels  captured  were  destroyed  at  sea. 

Those  captured  vessels  which  were  sent  to  the 
United  States,  and  arrived  salely,  are  not  included, 
nor  those  which  were  manned  for  the  United 
States,  or  friendly  ports  in  Europe,  and  afierwards 
recaptured,  with  a  number  of  others  which  were 
liberated  as  cartels;  the  list  being  exclusively 
confined  to  the  captured  vessels  destroyed,  as  far 
as  the  journals  and   reports  have  been  made  to 


this  Department  by  the  several  commanding  of- 
ficers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  air, 
your  obedient  servant. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 
The  Hon.  Charles  Tait, 

Chairman  Naval  Com.  of  Senate. 


A. 

Statement  of  all  the  vessels,  other  than  vessels  of 
war,  which  were  taken  and  destroyed  by  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

By  the  frigate  Essex— Brig  Hero,  August  2, 
1812  ;  brig  Mary,  August  9,  1812  ;  schooner  Eli- 
zabeth. December,  1812;  ship  Greenwich.  May 
28,  1813;  ship  Hector,  May  28,  1813;  ship  Cath- 
erine, May  28,  1813. 

By  the  frigate  Constitution — Brig  Lady  War- 
ren, August  11,  1812;  brig  Adeona,  August  12, 
1812  ;  schooner  Phoenix,  February  18.  1814  ;  brig 
Catharine,  February  19.  1814;  brig  Lord  Nelson, 
December  24,  1S14. 

By  the  frigate  President — Brig  Traveller,  July 
2,  1812;  brig  Duchess  of  Portland,  July  4.  1812  ; 
brig  Jean  and  Ann,  July  12,  1813;  brig  Daphne, 
July  18,  1813;  brig  Alert,  July  29,  1813;  ship 
Wanderer.  January  5.  1814;  ship  Edward,  Janu- 
ary 9,  1814;  schooner  Jonathan.  January  9,  1814. 

By  the  corvette  Adams — Schooner  Prince  Re- 
gent. January  29,  1814;  schooner  Industry,  Feb- 
ruary 9.  1814;  schooner  Nayntira  Fairy,  March 
4,  1814;  brig  .Mentor,  June  24,  1814;  brig  Mary, 
June  28,  1814;  schooner  Favorite,  July  28,  1814; 
ship  Paris,  August  7,  1814;  schooner  Maria,  Au- 
gust 16, 1814. 

By  the  frigate  Chesapeake — Brig  Liverpool 
Hero.  January  14.  1813. 

By  the  !«loop-of-war  Wasp — Barque  Neptune, 
June  2,  1814;  brig  William,  June  13,  1814;  brig 
Pallas,  June  18,  1814  ;  ship  Orange  Boven.  June 
26.  1814;  brig  Regulator,  July  4.  1814;  schooner 
Jenny,  July  6,  1814;  brig  Lettice,  August  30, 
1814;  brig  Bon  Accord,  August  31.  1814;  brig 
Mary.  September  1.  1814;  brig  Three  Brothers, 
September  12,  1814;  brig  Bacchus.  Sept«nber 
14.  1814. 

By  the  sloop-of-war  Peacock — Brig  Sea  Flow- 
er, June  17,  1814;  brig  Stranger.  July  5,  1814; 
sloop  Fortitude,  July  5,  1814;  brig  Venus,  July  5, 
1814;  sloop  Leith  Packet,  August  1.  1S14;  sloop 
William  and  Ann.  August  2.  J814 ;  sloop  Peggy 
and  Jane.  August  3.  1S14;  barque  William,  Au- 
gust 14,  1814;  brig  Bellona,  August  21,  1814; 
brig  Triton.  August  23.  1814;  brio;  Duck,  Sep- 
tember 2.  1814;  ship  Mary,  October  12,  1814; 
ship  Union,  June  13,  1814;  ship  Brio  de  Mar, 
June  29,  1814. 

By  the  brig  Siren — Ship  Barton.  May,  1814; 
bri»  Adventurer.  May,  1814. 

By  the  sloop-of-war  Hornet — Brig  Resolution, 
February  4,  1813. 

By  the  brigs  Rattlesnake  and  Enterprise — Brig 
Rambler.  February  7.  1814. 
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♦^  jBy  th^Csloop-of-war  Frolic— Brijj  Little  Fox, 
>aarch  17^  1S14;  schooner  .  April  3,  1814. 


-_ .f ,  ~ ,  ..J, . ..  _,  — ... 

;By  the^brig  Rattlesnake — Brig  John,  June  10, 
;  ii^iU;  bnV  Crown  Prince.  June  22,  1814. 
;  xf  oBy  thejbrig  Argus — Schconer  Salamanca,  brig 
U^chard,  ,*brig  Fowey,  sloop  Lady  Frances,  brig 
I^L^Jiance,  ".bip  Barbadues,  ship  Mariner,  sloop  John 
^^ijd  Thorias,  sloop  Dinah  and  Betsey,  brig  Ann, 
^li.p  defiance,  brig  Baltic,  and  brig  Bedford.  The 
«;*i;cise  li^e  of  capture  of  these  vessels  is  not 
^Aown;  'li,  however,  occurred  about  the  begin- 
IJag  of  August,  1313. 

:  RECAPITDLATION. 

Essej^ 

CoDS|>'itutJon         -        -        - 
President     -        -        .        . 

f.    Corv^te  Adams 
;   ChesiTpeake 
i    Wasp  .... 

Peacock       .... 

5.,  .  Sireu- 
'.  Ratt(tsnake  and  Enteri>rise 
.J  Ffolui  .... 
**l  Rattlesnake 
,|;  Argu.f  .... 
Yi   Hornet        .... 
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74 


^  Navy  Department,  yung  5, 1813. 
,  ^iR  :  \V}ien  the  honorable  Mr.  Crawford,  Min- 
'a4t  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  to 
trance,  isyeady  for  departure,  you  will  receive 
liii  and  hi%  suite  on  board,  and  proceed,  with  the 
J(i  favoruyle  opportunity,  to  sea,  directing  your 
'^i^rse,  wituout  deviating  for  any  other  object,  to 
fijtlfirsi  plcl  in  France.  In  all  probability  you 
i|i^.  find  ^est  or  L'Orient  the  easiest  of  access ; 
^(»shouli{  you  have  an  opportunity  of  landing 
^if*.Mini»i;..r,  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  France, 
fij  may  thereby  avoid  much  risk  in  attempting 
%" Inter  a  port  before  which  you  may  find  a  hos- 
iVKs  bquadi'jn.  But  in  whatever  way  you  may 
^l|4ct  the  li/st  object  of  your  destination,  you  will 
duh  proceed  upon  a  cruise  against  the  commerce 
.^&j  light  cruisers  of  the  enemy,  which  you  will 
i^«jiture  an,4  destroy  in  all  cases  ;  unless  their  val- 
tt,(>?and  qualities  shall  render  it  morally  certain 
^o-i  they  it)ay  reach  a  safe  and  not  distant  port, 
ijiitjeed,  in  ihe  present  state  of  the  enemy's  force, 

•  iiitfre  are  tery  few  cases  that  would  justify  the 
^»4iniQg  CH'aprize;  because,  the  chances  of  reach- 
u-*£|a  safe  J)ort  are  infinitely  against  the  attempt, 

■  fu^  the  W(fakening  the  crew  of  the  Argus  might 

*  ji|ose  yoi^  to  an  unequal  contest  with  the  enemy. 
i.^  is  eiy:e€dingly  desirable  that  the  enemy 
5:<ruld  be  |iade  to  teel  the  eflects  of  our  hostility, 
i'l^  of  his  t»arbarous  system  oi  warfare;  and  in 
•o^way  CoU  we  so  effectually  accomplish  that 
^t),Jeci,  as  by  annoying  and  destroying  his  com- 
...•rce,  fisht^ries,  and  coasting  trade.     The  latter 

i^Pi  the  liimost  importance,  and  is  much  more 
«XjK)sed  tonhe  attack  of  such  a  vessel  as  the  Ar- 


if 
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gU3,  than  is  generally  understood.  This  would 
carry  the  war  home  directly  to  their  feelings  and 
interests,  and  produce  an  astonishing  sen-ation. 

For  this  purpose,  the  cruising  ground  from  the 
entrance  of  the  British  channel  to  Cape  Clear, 
down  the  coast  of  Ireland,  across  to.  and  along 
the  northeast  coast  of  England,  would  employ  a 
month  or  six  weeks  to  great  advantage.  The 
coasting  tieeis  on  this  track  are  immensely  valu- 
able; and  you  would  also  be  in  the  way  of  their 
West  India  homeward  fleet,  and  of  tho>c  to  and 
from  Spain,  Portugal  and  the  Mediterranean. 
When  you  are  prepared  to  leave  this  ground,  you 
may  pass  round  the  northwest  of  Ireland,  towards 
Fair  Mand  passage,  in  the  track  of  the  Archangel 
fleets,  returning  home  in  Augu<)t  and  September. 
When  It  shall  be  absolutely  necessary  to  returQ 
home,  you  will  purNue  such  route  as  may  best  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  your  cruise,  and  endeavor  to 
make  some  Eastern  port ;  perhaps  Portsmouth 
may  be  as  easy  of  access,  and  as  convenient,  in 
other  respect:*,  as  any  other. 

On  your  arrival  in  France  you  will,  with  the 
aid  of  Mr.  Crawford,  be  better  able  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  expediency  of  attempting  to  send 
prizes  into  France,  or  of  touching  tUere  to  replen- 
ish your  stores  in  order  to  protract  your  cruise. 

Your  own  disposition,  and  the  amiable  char- 
acter of  the  Minister,  insure  to  him  the  kindest 
attention  on  your  part ;  and  1  am  {)ersuaded  that 
you  will  derive  the  most  ample  gratification  from 
such  an  intercourse.  Your  talents  and  honorable 
services  are  deeply  impressed  upon  this  Depart- 
ment, and  will  not  cease  to  excue  its  attention. 

Wishing  you  a  prosperous  and  honorable  cruise, 
I  am,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.M.  JOiNES. 
Lieutenant  Wm.  H.  Allen. 

Commanding  U.  S.  brig  Argus. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navt/  to 
Captain  Charlea  iitewart,  commanding  the  United 
Statet'  frigate  Constitution,  dated  September  19. 
1813.  ^ 

The  commerce  of  the  enemy  is  the  most  vulner- 
able point  we  can  attack,  and  its  destruction  the 
main  object;  and  to  this  end  all  your  effirts 
should  be  directed.  Therefore,  unless  your  prizes 
shall  be  very  valuable,  and  near  a  friendly  port, 
It  will  be  imprudent,  and  worse  than  useles-,  to 
attempt  to  send  them  in  ;  the  chances  of  recapture 
are  excessively  great ;  the  crew,  and  the  .saleiy  of 
the  ship  under  your  command,  would  be  dimin- 
ished and  endangered,  as  well  as  your  own  fame, 
and  the  national  honor,  by  hazarding  a  baiile  after 
the  reductionof  youroflicersandcrew  by  manning 
prizes.  In  every  point  of  view,  then,  it  will  be 
proper  to  destroy  what  you  capture;  except  val- 
uable and  compact  ariicles,  that  may  be  tran- 
shipped. 

Tins  system  gives  to  one  ship  the  force  of 
many;  and,  by  granting  to  prisoners  a  cartel,  as 
sufficient  numbers  accumulate,  our  account  on 
that  head  will  be  increased  to  our  credit,  aud  not 
only  facilitate  the  exchange,  but    msure   better 
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treatment  to  our  unfortunate  countrymen  who 
are.  or  may  be.  captured  by  the  enemy. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
Matter  Commandant  George  Parlcer,  commanding 
the  United  States'  brig  Siren,  dated  December  8, 
1813. 

Your  own  observation  must  have  proved  to 
you  how  precarious  and  uncertain  is  the  prcspect 
of  getting  prizes  into  a  friendly  port;  and  that 
the  manning  of  a  few  prizes  will  soon  terminate 
your  cruise,  and  diminish  your  force  so  as  to  jeop- 
ardise the  safety  of  the  Siren,  and  your  own  rep- 
utation, by  a  chance  conflict  with  an  enemy, nom- 
inally your  equal,  but  fully  manned.  With  every 
patriotic  officer  private  motives  will  yield  to  con- 
siderations of  public  good  ;  and  as  the  great  object 
and  end  of  our  public  force  is  to  harass  and  dis- 
tress the  enemy,  and  as  the  most  effectual  annoy- 
ance is  the  destruction  of  his  trade  and  commerce, 
it  ought  to  be  the  ruling  principle  of  action  with 
every  commander. 

A  single  cruiser,  if  ever  so  successful,  can  man 
but  a  few  prizes,  and  every  prize  is  a  serious  dim- 
inution of  her  force  ;  but  a  single  cruiser,  destroy- 
ing every  captured  vessel,  has  the  capacity  of  con- 
tinuing, in  full  vigor,  her  destructive  power  so 
long  as  her  provisions  and  stores  can  be  replen- 
ished, either  from  friendly  ports  or  from  the  ves- 
sels captured. 

Thus  has  a  single  cruiser,  upon  the  destructive 
plan,  the  power,  perhaps,  uf  twenty,  acting  upon 
pecuniary  views  alone  ;  and  thus  may  the  em- 
ployment of  our  small  (brce.  in  some  degree,  com- 
pensate for  the  great  inequality  compared  with 
that  of  the  enemy.  Considered  even  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view,  the  chances  of  the  sale  ar- 
rival of  the  prize  are  so  few.  and  of  recapture  by 
the  enemy,  so  many,  that  motives  of  interest 
alone  are  sufficient  ;  but  when  we  consider  that 
it  is.  in  all  probability,  consigning  the  prize  crew 
to  a  loathsome  prison,  in  the  hands  of  a  perfidious 
and  cruel  enemy,  every  just  motive  will  combine 
to  urge  the  destruction,  rather  than  the  manning, 
of  every  prize. 

The  American  people  and  Government  have 

given  abundant  proof  that  they  a  re  deficient  neither 
in  gratitude  nor  generosity.  I,  therefore,  strenu- 
ously urge  and  order  the  destruction  of  every  cap- 
tured vessel  and  cargo,  unless  so  near  to  a  friendly 
port  as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  safe  arrival,  or  that 
the  merchandise  shall  be  so  valuable  and  compact 
as  to  admit  of  transhipment,  without  injury  to  the 
vessel  under  your  command,  or  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
Master  Commandant  John  Orde  Creighton,  having 
under  his  command  the  United  States'  brigs  Rat- 
tlesnake and  Enterprise,  Lieutenant  Commandant 
James  Renshaw,  dated  December  22,  1813. 

The  great  object,  however,  is  the  destruction  of 
the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  bringing  into 
port  the  prisoners,  in  order  to  exchange  again>t 
our  unfortunate  countrymeti  who  may  fall  into  his 


hands.  You  will,  therefore,  man  no  prize,  unless 
the  value,  placeof  capture,  andotherfavorable  cir- 
cumstances, shall  render  her  safe  arrival  morally 
certain.  As  the  ransoming  of  British  vessels  is 
prohibited  by  a  statute,  and  the  ransom  bonds  de- 
clared void,  you  will  not  agree  to  the  ransoming 
of  any  prize.  The  enemy  has  also,  in  violatioa 
of  liis  own  agreement,  and  of  good  faith  refused 
to  recognise  cartels  granted  at  sea ;  you  will, 
therefore,  grant  no  cartel,  nor  liberate  any  pris- 
oners, unless  under  circumstances  of  extreme  and 
unavoidable  necessity. 

Be  assured. sir, that  theconfidenceof  ourcountry 
cannot  be  enhanced  by  any  new  achievements  of 
our  gallant  Navy  ;  it  Is  now  entire,  and  the  ser- 
vices of  an  officer  will  now  be  estimated  by  the 
extent  of  the  injury  he  may  inflict  upon  the  vital 
interest  of  the  enemy  in  the  destruction  of  his 
commerce. 

[Instructions,  the  same  as  the  preceding  to  Captain 
Creighton,  were  given,  January  6,  1814,  to  Master 
Commandant  Joseph  Bainbridge,  commanding  the 
United  Stales'  sloop  of  war  FroUc] 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
Master  Commandant  Lewis  Warrington,  con^mand- 
ing  the  United  States'  sloop-of-war  Peacock,  dated 

February  26. 1314. 
You  will  therefore,  sir,  unless  in  some  extraor- 
dinary cases  that  shall  clearly  warrant  an  excep- 
tion, destroy  all  you  capture;  and  by  thus  retain- 
ing your  crew,  and  continuing  your  cruise,  your 
services  may  be  enhanced  tenfold.  The  service 
you  may  render  your  country  will  be  estimated 
by  the  extent  of  the  injury  you  may  inflict  upoa 
IIS  implacable  enemy;  and  this  will  be  best  accom- 
plished in  the  annoyance  and  destruction  of  its 
commerce,  from  which  no  other  object  should  be 
suffered  to  divert  your  attention  for  a  moment. 
With  this  view,  as  well  as  from  the  rational  and 
obvious  policy  opposed  to  this  practice,  I  have  it 
in  command  from  the  President,  strictly  to  pro- 
hibit the  giving  or  accepting,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, a  challenge  to  combat  ship  to  ship. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
Master  Commandant  Johnson  Biakely,  command- 
ing the  United  States'  sloop-of-war  Wasp,  dated 

March  3,  1814, 
If  the  qualities  of  the  Wasp  are  such  as  I  feel 
confident  they  will  prove  to  be,  you  cannot  fail 
to  make  a  brilliant  and  productive  cruise.  Your 
owu  sound  judgment  and  observation  will  suffi- 
ciently demonstrate  to  you,  how  extremely  pre- 
carious and  injurious  is  the  attempt  to  send  ia  a 
prize,  unless  taken  very  near  a  friendly  port,  and 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  A  fail- 
ure of  success  places  our  unfortunate  seamen  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  diminishe.'*  your  means 
of  achieving  honor  to  yourself  and  glory  to  your 
country,  curtails  your  cruise,  and  subjects  you  to 
the  unequal  attack  of  a  foe,  nominally  your 
equal,  but  fully  manned.  Hence,  it  is  evident, 
that  policy,  interest,  and  duty,  combiae  to  dictate 
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;  *  iHe  destrijction  of  all  captures,  with  the  abore  ex- 
■  5e*ptions. '  It  is  a  great  object  with  tlie  enemy  to 
^r!^pture  bnd  detain  in  prison,  our  seamen  ;  and 
tll^is  can  4Qly  be  counteracted  by  capturing  and 
rtiinging  jinto  port  an  equal  number ;  this  is  an 
[j)|ject  of  Jreat  national  importance  ;  the  releasing 
^^sea  on  yarole.  though  practised  by  all  civilized 
*nltions.  li  utterly  disregarded  by  our  enemy. 

j[Instruf>ion8  relative  to  the  disposition  of  captures, 
ifl^  same  ^as  the  preceding,  were  given,  March  16, 
>IT^14,  to  Master  Commandant  Charles  D.  Ridgely, 
li:4inmandiog  the  Inited  States'  sloop  of  war  Erie.] 


Jiyirtr 


ract  oj  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 

iCaptairi  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  the  United 
Statu' ^^ate  Constitution,  dated 

5;  J  I  November  29,  1814. 

'•i  jHavinij  on  former  occasions,  urged  the  superior 
't^licy  an^  advantage  of  destroying  the  captures 
^u  may  ^nake,  in  preference  to  the  hazardous  at- 
^ft^npt  to  ^end  ihem  in,  unless  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
i  -  t«endly  p;)rt,  and  in  the  case  of  very  valuable  and 
:'^|et  sailir^  prizes.  I  need  not  now  dwell  upon  that 
-►ibjfct.    i 

|;  TUaity  i^penence,  and  the  grievous  complaints 

.j|)f  the  m»<chants  of  Great  Britain,  sufficiently  at- 

^if^t  the  efficacy  of  the  system,     Should  you  touch 

'Mf  any  friendly  port  for  succors,  you  will  observe 

<(,-le  siric'.fst  economy,  and  put  to  sea  again  with 

?>t»a  least  ;possible  delay.     The  general  instruc- 

5|i}ins  you  yiave^rom  time  to  time,  received  from 

Jjljis  Depajtment.  and    your  own  experience,  will 

*|i  persede  che  necessity  of  further  details,  and,  in 

^vtt  event  pf  any  casualty,  or  occurrence,  which, 

^h  your  jiidgment.  may   render  a  deviation  from 

;  jifi  ■»€  instructions  indispensable  to  the  public  in- 

•  "i^  est,  yot>will  act  accordingly,  still  adhering,  as 

'  ;Bt  »r  as  miy  be,  to  their  general  spirit  and  inten- 

it,  In«trucl(j)ns,  similar  to  the  preceding,  were  given, 
:  Vi)  h  Novejiber,  IH14,  to  Captain  Charles  Morris, 
\  r*i  imandin^  the  United  Staten'  frigate  Congress.] 

:»:  -  

» *Y^J  tract  of  >i  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
T'aptain  David  Porter,  commanding  a  squadron  of 
maU  ves^eU  at  New  York,  dated 

J  November  30,  1814. 

avingj  already  given  to  you  the  necessary 
^^-truciiuijs  for  procuring,  arming,  equipping, 
Mifd  raaniting,  the  five  vessels  destined  for  your 
>^Q^mandiv'ou  will,  as  soon  as  the  squadron  shall 
;"if<f  ready  or  sea.  proceed  upon  a  cruise  in  the 
'.West  Indiijs,  where  yoa  will  employ  your  force, 
kisher  collrctively  or  separately,  in  annoying  and 
|5<ltroying«  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  which 
?jt»  natur*  of  your  force,  seconded  by  your  judg- 
shfot  and'enterprise,  will.  I  trust,  enable  you  to 
^xycute,  a'K  well  in  his  harbors  as  at  sea,  and  upon 
Ji  icale  sojextensive  as  to  make  him  participate 
>i«eply  in  "the  evils  which  he  has  inflicted  upon 
i()Ur  prosptriiy. 

•  ?  j|[In8truc;"on8  similar  to  the  preceding  to  Captain 
li'irter,  wcte  given  the  same  day,  November  30,  1814, 
uc  Capiair)  Oliver  H.  Perry,  commanding  another 
Squadron  oj  small  vessels.] 
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CAPTURE  OF  THE  PENGUIN. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  December  21,  1815.] 

Navy  Department.  Dec.  21,  1815. 

Sib:  In  compliance  witli  your  request,  in  be- 
half of  the  honorable  Committee  upon  Naval  Af- 
fairs, I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  lo  you,  here- 
with, copies  of  letters  from  Captain  James  Biddle, 
of  the  United  States  ship  Hornet,  dated  March 
25th,  and  April  8th,  1815,  addressed  to  Commo- 
dore Stephen  Decatur,  as  commander  of  the 
squadron  destined  to  cruise  in  the  Indian  seas; 
which  contain  all  the  information  in  the  posses- 
sion of  this  Department  relative  lo  the  capture  of 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Penguin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

Hon.  James  PLEASANTa,  Jd.n., 

Chairman  Naval  Committee. 


United  States'  Sloop  Hornet, 
Of  Tristan  D'Acunha,  .March  25,  1815. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on 
the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  at  half  past  ten. 
when  about   to  anchor  off  the  north  end  of  the 
island  of  Tristan  d'Acunha,  a  sail  was  seen  to 
the  southward  and  ea.vtward,  steering  to  the  west- 
ard,  the   wind  fresh    from    S.   S.    VV.     In  a  few 
minutes,  she  parsed  on  i6  the  westward,  so  that 
we  could  not  see  her  for  the  land.     I  immediately 
made  sail  to  the  eastward,  and  .«hortly  after,  get- 
ting sight  again,  perceived  her  to  be  up  before  the 
wind  ;    1   hove   to  for   her    to  come  down  to  us. 
When  she  had  approached  near.  I  filled  the  main- 
topsail,  and  continued  to  yaw  the  ship,  while  sde 
continued  to  come  down,  veering,  occasionally, 
to  prevent  her  passing  under  our  stern.     At  forty 
minutes    past  one,   P.  M.,  being   nearly   within 
rauskei  shot  distance,  she  nauled  her  wind  on  the 
starboard  tack,  hoisted  English  colors,  and  fired 
a  gun.     We  immediately  luffed  to,  hoisted  our 
ensign,  and  gave  the  enemy  a  broadside.     The 
action  being  thus  commenced,  a  quick  and  well 
directed  fire  was  kept  up   from    ihii   ship,    the 
enemy  gradually  drifting  nearer  to  us,  when,  at 
fifty-nine  minutes  past  one,  he  bore  up.  apparently 
to  run    us  on  board.     As  soon  as  I  peneived  he 
would  certainly  fall  on  board,  I  called  the  board- 
ers, so  as  to  be  ready  to  repel   any  attempt   to 
board  us.     At  the  instant,  every  officer  and  man 
repaired  to  the  quarter  deck,  where  the  two  ves- 
sels were  coming  in  contact,  and  eagerly  pressed 
me  to  permit  them  to  board  the  enemy  ;  but  this 
I  would  not   permit,  as  it  was  evident,  from  the 
commencement   of  the  action,  that  our  fire  was 
greatly  superior  both  in  quickness  and  in  effect. 
The  enemy's  bowsprit  came  in  between  our  main 
and  mizzen  rigging,  on  oar  starboard  side,  afford- 
ing him  an  opporionity  to  board  us,  if  such  was 
his  design  ;    but  no  attempt  was   made.     There 
was  a  considerable  swell  on,  and  as  the  sea  lifted 
us  ahead,  the  enemy's  bowsprit  carried  away  our 
mizzen  shrouds,  stern  davits,  and  spanker  boom, 
and  he  hung  upon  our  larboard  quarter.     At  this 
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moment,  an  officer,  who  was  afterwards  recog- 
nised to  be  Mr.  McDonald,  the  first  lieutenan^t, 
and  the  then  commanding  officer,  called  out  that 
they  had  surrendered.  I  directed  the  marines 
and  musketry  men  to  cease  firing,  and.  while  on 
the  taffrail,  asking  if  they  had  surrendered,  I  re- 
ceived a  wound  in  the  neck  The  enemy  just 
then  got  clear  of  us,  and  his  foremast  and  bow- 
sprit being  both  gone,  and  perceiving  us  veering 
to  give  hira  a  fresh  broadside,  he  again  called  out 
that  he  had  surrendered.  It  was  with  difficulty 
I  could  restrain  my  crew  from  firing  into  him 
again,  as  he  had  certainly  fired  inio  us  after  he 
had  surrendered.  From  the  firing  of  the  first 
gun  tothelasttirae  theenemycried  out  he  had  sur- 
rendered, was  exactly  twenty-two  minutes  by  the 
watch.  She  proved  to  be  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
brig  Penguin,  mounting  sixteen  thirty-two  pound 
carronades.  two  long  twelves,  a  twelve  pound  car- 
ronade  on  the  topgallant  forecastle,  with  swivels 
on  the  capstern,  and  in  the  tops.  She  had  a  spare 
port  forward,  so  as  to  fight  both  her  long  guns  of 
a  side.  She  sailed  from  England  in  September 
last.  She  was  shorter  upon  deck  than  this  ship 
by  two  feet,  but  she  had  a  greater  length  of  keel, 
greater  breadth  of  beam,  thicker  sides,  and  higher 
bulwarks,  than  this  ship,  and  was.  in  all  respects, 
a  remarkably  fine  vessel  of  her  class.  The  enemy 
acknowledge  a  complement  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  twelve  of  them  supernumerary  ma- 
rines from  the  Medway  seventy-four,  received  on 
board  in  consequence  of  their  being  ordered  to 
cruise  for  the  American  privateer  Young  Wasp. 
They  acknowledge,  also,  a  loss  of  fourtee'n  killed* 
and  twenty-eight  wounded  ;  but  Mr.  Mayo,  who 
was  lu  charge  of  the  prize,  assures  me  that  the 
number  of  killed  was  certainly  greater.  Amon<T 
the  killed  are  Captain  Dickinson,  who  fell  at  the 
close  of  the  action,  and  the  boatswain  ;  among 
the  wounded  are  the  second  lieutenant,  purser, 
and  two  midshipmen.  Each  of  the  midshipraen 
lost  a  leg.  We  received  on  board,  in  all,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  prisoners,  four  of  whom  have 
since  died  of  their  wounds.  Having  removed 
the  prisoners,  and  taken  on  board  such  provisions 
and  stores  as  would  be  useful  to  us,  I  scuttled  the 
Penguin  this  morning  before  d.iylight,  and  she 
went  down.  As  she  was  completely  riddled  by 
our  shot,  her  foremast  and  bowsprit  both  gone, 
and  her  mainmast  so  crippled  as  to  be  incapable 
of  being  secured,  it  seemed  unadvisable.  at  this 
distance  from  home,  to  attempt  sending  her  to 
the  United  States. 

This  ,«hip  did  not  receive  a  single  round  shot 
ia  her  hull,  nor  any  material  wound  in  her  spars  ; 
the  rigging  and  sails  were  very  much  cut;  but. 
having  bent  a  new  suit  of  sails,  and  knotted  and 
secured  our  rigging,  we  are  nowcompletely  ready, 
in  all  respects,  for  any  service.  We  were  eight 
men  short  of  complement,  and  had  nine  upon  the 
sick  list  the  morning  of  the  action. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  I 
lament  to  state  that  Lieutenant  Conner  is  wounded 
dangerously  J  I  feel  great  solicitude  on  his  ac- 
count, as  he  is  an  officer  of  much  promise,  and 
his  loss  would  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  service. 
14th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 56 


It  IS  a  most  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  the  conduct  of  Lieutenants  Coo- 
ner  and  Newton,  Mr.  Mayo,  acting  lieutenant 
Lieutenant  Brownlow,  of  the  marines.  Sailing- 
master  Romney.  and  the  other  officers,  seamen. 
and  raarities.  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  was, 
in  the  highest  degree,  creditable  to  them'  and 
calls  for  my  warmest  recommendation.  I  cao- 
not,  indeed,  do  justice  to  their  merits.  The  satis- 
faction which  was  diffused  throughout  the  ship, 
when  it  was  asceruined  that  the  ."Stranger  was  an 
enemy's  r.loop-of-war,  and  the  alacrity  with  which 
every  one  repaired  to  quarters,  fully  assured  me 
that  their  conduct  in  action  would  be  marked 
with  coolness  and  intrepidity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIDDLE. 

Commodore  Dscatob. 


NAVAL  OPERATIONS   AGAINST  THE  BAR- 
BARY  POWERS  LN  1815. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  11,  1816.] 
Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, communicated  the  following  documents, 
relative  to  the  operation  of  the  squ.idron  under 
the  command  of  ConinK>dore  Decatur  against  the 
Barbary  Powers: 

U.  S.  Ship  Guerhiere, 
Off  Carthagena,  June  19,  1815. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on 
the  17ih  instant,  off  Cape  de  Gat,  the  squadron 
fell  in  with  and  captured  an  Algerine  frigate  of 
forty-six  guns,  and  between  four  and  five  hun- 
dred men,  commanded  by  Rais  Hammida,  who 
bore  the  title  of  Admiral.     She  struck  her  flag 
after  a  running  fight  of  twenty-five  minutes.   The 
Admiral  was  killed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
action.    After  the  Guerriere  (who  from  her  favor- 
able position  was  enabled  lo  bring  the  enemy  to 
close  action)  had  fired  two  broadsides,  they,  with 
the  exception   of  a  few  musketeers,  ran   below. 
The  Guerriere  had  four  men  wounded  by  musket 
shot,  which  is  the  only  injury  done  by  the  enemy 
in  this  affair.     It  is  with  pain  I  have  to  commu- 
nicate  to   you   that  one  of  our  main  deck  guns 
burst  in  the  first  discharge,  by  which  accident 
five  men  were  killed  and  thirty  badly  wounded 
and  burnt.     This  gun  was  only  doubly  shotted; 
and   permit  me  to  state,  that,  unless  some  more 
effectual  mode  is  adopted  in  proving  our  guns,  I 
fear  the  frequency  of  such  accidents  will  be  in- 
jurious to  the  service,  beyond  the  loss  of  men  oc- 
casioned thereby.     The  steadiness  of  our  meo 
adjoining  the  bursting  gun  was  worthy  of  admi' 
ration.  Although  many  of  them  were  much  burnt 
and  wounded.  It  did  not  occasion  a  pause  in  their 
fire.     We   have  four  hundred  and  six  prisoners, 
including  the  wounded.  The  prisoners  state  about 
thirty  were  killed  and  thrown  overboard. 

Their  squadron  is  said  to  be  cruising  in  our 
vicinity;  five  days  ago  they  were  off  this  place. 
Unless  I  obtain  some  focther  intelligence  of  them 
by  to-morrow,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  port  of  Al- 
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iia  in  the  hope  of  intercepting  their  return. 
'\io4  the  prj^ent  I  have  determined  to  send  the 
"jii?^  into  Qarthagena. 

Il^he  enclosed  is  a  return  of  the  wounded  by 
tif'enemyjas  also  those  who  were  killed  and 
\i(^anded  bf  ihe  bursting  of  the  gun. 

."||have  ifte  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
y^jr  obedieait  servant, 

l^  STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

•i  tion.  B.  W.  Crownin9hield, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


i.  U.  S.  Sbip  Goerriere, 

:  OJ  Cape  Palos,  June  20,  1815. 
rR :  I  byve  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on 
t|eU9th  in'.-tant,  off  Cape  Palos,  the  squadron 
nAidjr  my  command  captured  an  Algerine  brig  of 
!t/eity-two  guns  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
Sj  er .  After  a  chase  of  three  hours,  she  run  into 
s  loal  water  where  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to 
f  !!I.Jw  with  our  large  ships,  but  despatched  the 
1-  -i^rvier,  Spark,  Torch,  and  Spitfire,  to  whom 
s  lefcurrendcred  after  a  short  resistance.  Twenty- 
t  /ev  men  were  found  dead  on  board.  We  re- 
cAivsed  from  her  eighty  prisoners,  the  residue  of 
l*rrrew  having  left  her  in  boats;  many  of  them 
MU'ft  have  ^en  killed  by  the  fire  of  our  vessels, 
a^djone  of  rbe  boats  was  sunk.  None  of  our  ves- 
jSt'teWustain^d  any  damage,  nor  was  there  a  man 
killid  or  wounded.  This  brig  is  larger  than  the 
•EjpJrvier,  wjis  built  in  Algiers  five  ytars  aso  by 
BjSpanish  fonstructer,  the  same  who  built  the 
fnglte  captored  on  the  17ih  instant,  and  is  per- 
f4;t|ly  sound; 

J I 'have  tlje  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
ypUf  obedient  servant, 

;i   I  .  STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

»  \i  on.  B.  \f.  Crowninshielo, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

S 

\ 
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i  U.  S.  Ship  Gcerriere, 

:  Bay  of  Algiers,  July  5,  1815. 

1  hrtve  the  honor  to  inform  vou  of  the 


jfjo^eedings^  of  this  squadron  subsequent  to  the 
k.*  1^  of  my  lietter  of  the  20lh  ultimo.  Having  put 
itje?  greater*  part  of  our  prisoners  on  board  the 
t^piured  brig.  1  sent  her  into  Carthagena,  and 
^'a4e  sail  I'jr  Algiers,  where  we  arrived  on  the 
^»l^.  FinrfinR  the  Algerine  squadron  to  be  still 
|0{iti  and  krrowing  that  they  had  been  at  sea  a 
'J'>«|Pr  periiid  than  usual,  and  that  a  despatch 
t^Bj  had  been  sent  to  Algiers  to  inform  them  of  our 
jiiri^val  in  tbe  Mediterranean,  I  thought  it  prob- 
f^H  that  thtjy  would  seek  shelter  in  some  neutral 
J^ftfr,  ItseeAied,  therefore,  a  favorable  moment  to 
jtltUrer  a  letter  from  the  Pre>ident  to  the  Dey. 
i5^r<uant  to;:nstructions  from  the  Department  of 
cia^,  wliici^  would  afford  them  an  opportunity 
}ioi>en  a  n^joiiation,  if  they  thought  fit.  A  ne- 
gfi*tion  w^s  accordingly  opened,  and  a  Treaty 
W;  I'eace  \^as  dictated  by  us,  and  finally  cou- 
jCj^jed  in  t*venty-four  hours,  in  the  manner  re- 
P||«-tl  in  ih^  despatch  of  Mr.  Shaler  and  myself 
jli  tjie  Secnyarjr  of  State. 

Mi '  • 


This  treaty,  possessing  all  the  favorable  fea- 
tures of  those  which  have  been  concluded  with 
the  most  favored  nations,  and  other  advantage* 
conceded  to  us  only,  I  flatter  myself  will  be  con- 
sidered honorable  to  the  United  States,  particu- 
larly when  we  compare  the  small  force  em- 
ployed on  this  occasion  with  the  formidable 
expeditions  which  have  often,  and  without  suc- 
cess, been  sent  against  Algiers.  It  has  been  dic- 
tated at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  has  been  con- 
ceded to  the  losses  which  Algiers  has  sustained, 
and  to  the  dread  of  still  greater  evilsapprehended; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  my  opinion, 
that  the  presence  of  a  respectable  naval  force  in 
this  sea  will  be  the  only  certain  guarantee  for  its 
observance. 

Having  concluded  the  treaty,  I  have,  in  con- 
formity with  your  instructions  to  dispose  of  such 
vessels  we  might  capture  as  would  be  unsafe  to 
-send  home  in  such  manner  as  would  seem  to  me 
roost  expedient,  restored  them,  in  their  present 
state,  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  This  was  earnestly 
requested  by  the  Dey,  as  it  would  satisfy  his 
people  with  the  conditions  of  the  peace  ;  and  it 
was  determined  by  Mr.  Shaler  and  myself,  that, 
considering  the  state  of  those  vessels,  ibe  great 
expense  which  would  be  incurred  by  fitting  them 
for  a  voyage  to  the  United  State.*,  and  the  little 
probability  of  selling  them  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  It  would  be  expedient  to  grant  the  request. 

I  have  appointed  Captain  Downes.  of  the  Eper- 
vier,  to  the  Guerriere.  and  Lieutenant  Shubrick, 
first  of  the  Guerriere.  to  the  Epervier,  which  brig 
I  have  determined  to  send  home  with  tiie  de- 
spatches. These  arrangement.s,  1  trust,  will  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  Government.  The  ten 
American  pri.soners  who  were  confined  in  Algiers 
have  been  delivered  up.  and  I  have  giveu  them  a 
passage  in  the  despatch  vessel. 

I  shall  now  proceed  with  the  squadron  to  Tunis, 
and  thence  to  Tripoli.  At  the  latter  place.  I  un- 
derstand, there  exists  some  difficulty  between  our 
Consul  and  the  Regency  ;  of  what  nature  I  am 
not  particularly  informed. 

I  have  charged  Captain  Lewis  with  the  de- 
livery of  the  despatches  to  the  Government,  and 
the  flajs  taken  from  the  Algerine  Admiral  and 
brig.  He  is  an  officer  of  great  merit,  and  whom 
I  beg  leave  strongly  to  recommend  to  the  notice 
of  Government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Hon.  B.  W.  Crowminsuiklo. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States'  Ship  Guerriere, 

Bay  of  Tunis,  July  31,  1815. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  upo.i  my 
arrival  at  this  anchorage.  I  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  following  Iransaciions.  which  had  taken 
place  here  during  our  lat(?  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain :  Two  prizes,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Abellino  privateer,  and  sent  into  tins  port,  were 
taken  possession  of  by  a   British  vessel  of  war 
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while  lying  within  the  protection  of  the  Bey  of 
Tunis. 

The  Consul  having  communicated  to  me  the 
information  of  this  violation  of  our  Treaty  with 
Tunis,  I  demanded  satisfaction  from  the  Bey. 
After  some  hesitation,  and  proposing  a  delay  of 
payment  for  one  year,  my  demand  was  acceded 
(0,  and  the  money,  amounting  to  forty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
sul. Mr.  Noah,  agent  for  the  privateer. 

Of  the  papers  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith.  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  the  Consul's  letter  to 
me,  No.  2  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Bey,  and  No.  3  is  a  copy  of  the 
Consul's  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the 
money. 

I  shall  proceed  immediately  for  Tripoli,  and 
will  give  you  early  information  of  the  further 
proceedings  of  this  squadron.  The  Bey  of  Tunis 
has  now  lying  in  this  harbor,  nearly  ready  for 
sea,  three  frigates  and  several  smaller  vessels  of 
war. 

I  have  the  honor  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR 

Hon.  B.  W.  Crowninshielo, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

No.  1. 
U.  S.  Consulate.  Tonis, 

July  2b,  1815. 

Sir  :  On  or  about  the  21sl  of  Ft- bruary,  two 
American  prizes,  while  at  anchor,  and  within  the 
immediate  protection  of  Hi.«  Excellency  the  Bey 
of  Tunis,  were  forcibly  seized  and  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  boats  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
brig  Lyra,  Dowell  O'Reily,  Esq.,  commander, 
and  sent  to  Malta.  In  order  to  afford  the  just 
and  necessary  protection  to  American  property, 
to  cause  our  rights  and  the  existing  Treaty  to  be 
respected,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  claim 
of  ihe  Bey  of  Tunis  the  value  of  said  prizes. 

His  Excellency,  though  sensible  of  the  viola- 
tion of  the  neutrality  of  his  port,  and  the  loss 
sustained  in  the  illegal  capture  of  the  American 
property  when  within  his  waters,  still  waives  the 
settlement  of  this  claim,  and  is  desirous  to  pro- 
crastinate the  arrangement  to  a  length  of  time 
which  will  deprive  the  owners  of  the  benefit  of 
their  labor  and  daager.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  do  myself  the  honor  to  solicit  from  you 
.such  co-operaiion,  in  enforcing  the  respect  due 
to  our  rights  and  treaties,  as  you  may  deem  pro- 
per to  afford.     With  great  respect,  «fcc., 

M.  M.  NOAH. 

Com.  S.  Decatdr,  Commander.  <^c. 

P.  S.  In  the  disposal  of  the  cargo  of  one  of  the 
English  prizes,  an  intrigue  was  set  on  fool  and 
prosecuted  by  a  company  of  merchants,  under  the 
sanction  and  proteriion  of  the  Prince  Sidi  Mus- 
tapha,  by  which  the  owners  have  been  defrauded 
of  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  For  the  satis- 
factory adjustment  of  this  claim,  some  interfer- 
ence appears  equally  necessary. 

M.  M.  NOAH. 


No.  2. 

U.  S.  Ship  Guerriere, 

Bay  of  'funis.  July  26,  1815. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Ex- 
cellency a  despatch  from  the  Department  of  State 
of  the  United  States,  by  which  you  will  perceive 
the  friendly  disposition  of  my  Government  to- 
wards the  Bey  and  Regency  of  Tunis,  Wheti 
that  despatch  was  written,  it  was  believed  that 
an  equally  friendly  disposition  existed  on  the  part 
of  Tunis.  With  surprise  I  understood,  on  my 
arrival  in  the  Mediterranean,  that  the  treaty  exist- 
ing between  the  two  countries  had  been  violated 
on  the  part  of  Tunis;  first,  by  permitting  two 
vessels,  which  had  been  captured  by  an  Araeri- 
ican  vessel,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  port  of  Tunis 
by  a  British  cruiser  ;  and  secondly,  by  sanction- 
ing a  company  of  Jew  merchants,  subjects  of 
Tunis,  in  taking  the  properly  of  an  American 
citizen  at  their  own  price,  and  much  below  its 
real  value. 

In  consequence  of  this  information,  as  soon  as 
we  had  obtained  justice  from  Algiers  for  their 
aggressions,  I  hastened  to  this  port,  with  the  power 
and  disposition  to  exact  from  this  Regency  an 
observance  of  our  treaty.  I  now  require  imme- 
diate restitution  of  the  property  or  of  its  value. 
Your  Excellency  will  perceive  the  necessity  of 
the  earliest  attention  to  this  communication,  and 
of  making  known  to  me  ihe  decision  of  His  Er- 
cellency  the  Bey  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  considera- 
tion, your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
STEPHEN  DECATUR, 

Commander,  <fc. 

To  ihe  Prime  Minister 
of  His  Excelkncy  the  Bey  of  Tunis. 


No.  3. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States 

OP  America,  at  Tunis. 
To  all  whom  it  may  concern : 

Whereas,  on  the  17th  and  2lst  days  of  February, 
1815,  the  English  schouner  Dunsier  Casile,  and 
the  English  brig  Charlotte,  the  former  laden  with 
oil  and  fish,  the  latter  with  currants  and  fustic, 
were  sent  into  the  harbor  of  Tunis,  having  been 
captured  by  the  American  private  armed  brig 
Abellino,  William  F.  Wyer,  commander;  the 
said  prizes,  when  within  the  waters  and  under 
the  immediate  protection  of  His  Excellency  the 
Bey  of  Tunis,  were  taken  possession  of  and  sent 
to  Malta,  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  Lyra, 
Dowell  O'Reily.  Esq.  commander,  then  at  anchor 
in  the  said  harbor  of  Tunis.  That  application 
was  made  to  His  Excellency  the  Bey  of  Tunis 
for  payment  for  said  vessels,  amounting  to  forty- 
six  thousand  Sjianish  dollars,  according  to  their 
just  and  regular  valuation.  Hi:>  Excellency  the 
Bey  of  Tunis  having  ascertained  lully  and  satis- 
factorily, that  the  beforemeniioned  vessels,  being 
American  property,  were  within  his  waters  ille- 
gally and  forciiily  carried  away,  and  being  sensi- 
ble of  the  necessity  of  causing  his  rights  to  be  re- 
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r<^,  «rT= 


sper^t,  did  orcjer  ihat  payment  should  be  made 
for  sT  (J  vessels^ccording  to  their  valuation. 

•Nj  i^  therefore,  I,  the  undersigned.  Consul  of 
the  tfifited  Si*ies  of  America  for  the  city  and 
KiDatcim  of  T^jnis,  and  agent  for  the  concerned, 
da  h  :>(S>y  mak§  known  and  certify,  that  the  pay- 
mien  o;  said  vessels  according  to  their  valuation, 
say  j  ,tfiy-six  tliousand  Spanish  dollar*,  has  been 
rete;  i',e^  from  Vlis  Excellency  the  Bey  of  Tunis  ; 
wn'.][tJi'  these  presents,  is  acquitted  from  all  claim 
ag^iliiehim  oir  account  of  said  prizes. 

.  1 1  piven  u'lder  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
.  V  j  Tuni.^  this  30th  day  of  July,  1815,  and 
[if  ■£*]  I  in  the 'fortieth  year  of  the  American  iu- 
rV[   depenrience.  M.M.NOAH. 

Ij  ,;h  hereby  certify,  that  the  sum  of  forty-six 
thc^^.iiid  Spanish  dollars  has  been  paid  for  the 
tw*-  hir|2es  a>  above  stated,  to  the  American  Con- 
sul^ i^^id  that  .the  United  Stales  has  no  further 
cU)rij!aa  His  Excellency  the  Bey  of  Tunis  for 
tht,«:vt8sels.    J  S.DECATUR. 

*  I  •  i  %  Commander,  «f  c. 

*  j|  J  ;U.  S.  Ship  Gt:ERRiERE, 

*  h  I  •  Messina,  August  31,  1815. 

Si|i-:tl  have  ijie  honor  to  inform  you  that,  imme- 
diairt^^after  tLe  date  of  my  last  communication, 
I  ptiije^ded  to  Tripoli.  Upon  my  arrival  off  that 
pCa^^l,  j  receiveJ  from  our  Consul  a  letter,  a  copy 
of  ;v*;^fch  (No.j  1.)  IS  herewith  transmitted.  In 
ccfi$|'^l{ience  ofnhe  information  contained  in  this 
lett-ej|}j  deerae,!  it  necessary  to  demand  justice 
fru'TJ.lfe  Bashraw.  The  enclosure  (No.  2)  is  a 
copjlci  my  not''  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  Tripoli. 
Or.  tl^jQext  day  theGovernor  of  the  city  of  Tripoli 
camjfcion  board  ihe  Guerriere  to  treat  in  behalf  of 
the  Kishaw.  Lie  objected  to  the  amount  claimed 
by  i|J  but  finally  agreed  to  our  demands.  The 
mor£>r,  amoui^ting  to  the  sum  of  twenty-tive 
thoi  ^pd  doUafs,  has  been  paid  into  the  hands  of 
thf  '  rnsul.  w}^  is  agent  for  the  privateer.  The 
Bai?!  Aw  also  delivered  up  to  me  ten  captives,  two 
of  A  :'tp  Dane  '  and  the  others  Neapoliiaas. 

i  ;iv'e  the  J:onor  to  enclose  the  letter  of  the 
Co^  ,^|.  infornryng  me  of  the  conclusion  of  this 
aff^:  •'.  '  During  ihe  progre.«>s  of  our  negotiations 
wii  ''|lie  Stai#?  of  Barbary,  now  brought  lo  a 
cob(  Jpjiion,  th«}re  has  appeared  a  disposition,  on 
thejpti^t  of  earji  of  them,  to  grant  as  far  we  were 
disrjijiid  to  der^and.  Any  attempt  to  conciliate 
th»  ij,j|xcept  tiirough  the  influence  of  their  fears, 
I  sh{)ti|d  expect  to  be  vain.  It  is  only  by  the  dis- 
pi».yi  0?  naval  power  that  their  depredation?  can 
bi-^n^ained.  I  trust  the  successful  result  of  uur 
se:::a|t  jexpedittjn,  so  honorable  to  our  country, 
m^^iihic^uce  other  nations  to  follow  the  example; 
ii»':v(ji»t<:h  case,  the  Barbary  States  will  be  com- 
pellf^j^o  abaoijoo  their  piratical  system.  I  shall 
Doy»jp|oceed  with  the  s-quadron  to  Carihagena, 
at  v^bf^h  placij  I  hope  to  find  the  relief  squadron 
fr 


ilia 


jiimerica 
ye  the  li»)nor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  sir 
,;&€.,      •         STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

•1|*<»).  B.  W.'CaOWNINSHIELD, 

jj'l  :*     Secretary  of  the  ^'avy. 

'i       ? 

It  f 


No.  1. 

U.  S.  Consulate  at  Tripoli, 

August  6.  1815. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  now  laying  before 
you  all  the  documents  relative  to  the  unlawfully 
seizing,  in  the  port  of  Tripoli,  and  under  the  guns 
of  the  forts,  two  American  prizes,  captured  by 
the  Abellino,  and  taken  oat  by  the  English  brig 
Paulina.  I  have  fully  addressed  the  United  States' 
Government  on  this  affair,  and  hope  you  have 
come  fully  prepared  to  demand  and  obtain  ample 
satisfaction 

It  is  a  case  attended  with  such  a  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  the  United  States'  Treaty  with  this  Re- 
gency, and  our  neutral  rights,  that  it  calls  for  the 
most  prompt  and  energetic  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  which  will  not  only  con- 
vince this  Power,  but  all  others,  that  our  rights 
and  privileges  cannot  be  invaded  with  impunity. 
If,  however,  the  Bashaw,  contrary  to  my  opinion, 
should  refuse  us  that  satisfaction  we  are  justly 
entitled  to,  it  is  my  determination  to  leave  the 
Regency  by  this  occasion. 

I  shall  have  ibe  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  and  will 
detail  more  fully  the  events  as  they  have  taken 
place.     In  the  interim,   I  have  the  honor,  dec, 

RICHARD  B.JONES. 

Cora.  Stephen  Decatur, 

On  board  the  V.  S.  frigate  Guerriere. 

No.  2. 

U.  S.  Ship  Gcersiere. 

Off  Tripoli,  August  6^815. 

Sir:  I  have  been  officially  informed  that  the 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli  has  permitted  a  British  sloopof- 
war.  pending  hostilities  between  that  nation  and 
the  United  States,  to  take  from  out  of  his  harbor, 
and  from  under  the  guns  of  his  castle,  two  Ameri- 
can prizes,  and  refused  protection  loan  American 
cruiser  lying  within  his  waters,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  treaty  which  existed  between  our  two  na- 
tions. As  soon  as  I  had  ^ettled  with  Algiers  for 
her  aggressions,  and  with  Tunis  for  a  similar  out- 
rage to  the  one  now  complained  of,  1  hastened  to 
this  place  with  a  part  of  the  squadron  under  my 
command. 

With  ample  power  to  take  satisfaction  for  the 
violation  of  our  treaty  above  stated,  I  only  follow 
the  invariable  rule  of  my  Government,  in  first 
making  a  demand  of  justice.  I  have,  therefore, 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  require  that 
immediate  restitution  be  made  of  the  value  of  the 
vessels  taken  from  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  as  before 
staled,  and  also  compensation  for  the  loss  occa- 
sioned by  the  detention  of  the  American  cruiser, 
in  violation  of  the  treaty.  Your  Excellency  will 
perceive  the  necessity  of  making  known  to  me  the 
determination  of  Hi^  Excellency  the  Bashaw,  in 
relation  to  the  above  demands,  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

His  Exc'y  the  Prime  Minister 
of  IHs  Exc'y  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 
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Estimates  for  Building  and  Equipping  Ships. 


TaiPOLi,  Auffust  9,  1815. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
honorable  adjustment  of  all  differences  which 
have  existed  between  the  United  States  and  this 
Regency.  This  arrangement  may  not  only  be 
considered  as  just  and  honorable  for  the  United 
Slates,  but  also  as  highly  advantageous  to  the  in- 
terest of  our  citizens.  I  have  no  doubl  this  lesson 
will  long  serve  to  keep  in  the  remembrance  of 
the  Bashaw  the  power,  justice,  and  humanity 
of  the  United  Slates.  To  your  dignified,  firm, 
and  manly  conduct  throughout  this  affair,  the 
United  Stales  are  indebted  for  the  standing  we 
now  have  ;  and.  as  the  representative  of  our  coun- 
try here,  permit  me  to  offer  the  sincere  homage 
of  respect,  esteem,  and  regard,  with  which  I  have 
the  buoor  to  be,  &,c. 

RICHARD  B.  JONES. 

Commodore  Stephen  Decatur, 
Commanderin-  Chief  ^c. 


United  States'  ship  Guerriere, 
Naples  Sept.  8,  1815. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency that  in  my  late  negotiation  with  the  Bashaw 
of  Tripoli^,  I  demanded  and  obtained  the  release 
of  eight  Neapolitan  captives,  subjects  of  His  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  These  I 
have  landed  at  Messina.  It  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  have  had  it  in  my  power,  by  this  small 
service,  to  evince  to  His  Majesty  the  grateful 
sense  entertained  by  my  Government  of  the  aid 
formerly  rendered  lo  us  by  His  Majesty  during 
our  war  with  Tripoli. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

His  Ex'cy  the  MARftuid  Circello, 
Secretary  of  Slate,  <^c. 


Naples,  September  12.  1815. 

Sir  :  Having  laid  before  the  King,  ray  master, 
the  papers  which  you  have  directed  me,  dated 
the  8th  instani,  in  which  you  were  pleased  to  ac- 
quaint me  that,  in  your  last  negotiation  with  the 
Bey  of  Tripoli,  you  had  freed  from  the  slavery 
of  that  Regency  eight  bubjecls  of  His  Majesty, 
whom  you  had  also  set  on  shore  at  Messina  : 
Hit  Majesty  has  ordered  me  to  acknowledge  this 
peculiar  favor,  as  the  act  of  your  generosity, 
which  you  have  been  pleased  lo  call  a  return  for 
the  trifling  assistance  which  the  squadron  of  your 
nation  formerly  received  from  his  Royal  Gov- 
ernment during  the  war  with  Tripoli. 

Iq  doing  myself  the  pleasure  of  manifesting 
this  sentiment  of  my  King,  and  of  assuring  you, 
in  his  name,  that  the  brave  American  nation  will 
always  find  in  His  Majesty's  ports  the  best  re- 
ception, I  beg  you  will  receive  the  assurance  of 
luy  mo6t  distinguished  consideration. 

MARaUIS  CIRCELLO, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  ^c. 

Com.  Decatur,  Commander,  ^c. 


ESTIMATES  FOR  BUILDING  AND  EQUIP- 
PING  SHIPS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Jan.  15  and  29,  1816.1 
Navy  Department,  Jan  13,  1816. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  tke  request  of  the 
honorable  Committee  of  the  Senate  upon  Naval 
Affairs,  communicated  by  your  letter  of  the  8ih 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  here- 
with, the  several  estimates,  in  detail,  marked  A. 
B,  and  C. 

By  these  estimates,  it  appears  that  the  cost  of 

building  a  seventy-four  gunship  would  be    #217,412 
Equipping  a  seventy-four  gunahip  would  be      167,450 

Building  and  equipping  a  seventy-four       -    |384,662 


That  the  cost  of  building  a  forty-four  would 

be $153,476 

Eqaipping  a  forty-four  would  be         -         -      1 14,925 


Building  and  equipping  a  forty-four  - 


$268,400 


That   the  cost  of    building  a  aloop-of-war 

would  be $46,293 

Equipping  a  aloop-of-war  would  be     -         -        36,930 


Building  and  equipping  a  aioop-of-wau' 


$82,223 


It  hence  results  that  the  expense  which  would 
be  incurred  in  building  and  equipping  one  .seven- 
ty-four, two  forty-fours,  and  two  sloops-of-war, 
would  be  as  follows : 

A  seventy-four  gunship     -         .         .         .     $384,862 
A  forty-four  costa  $268,400,  therefore,  two 

forty-fours  would  cost  ....  536,800 
A   sloop-of-war    cosU    $82,223,    therefore, 

two  would  cost 164,446 


Total  cost  of  building  and  equipping  one 
seventy-four,  two  forty-fours,  and  two 
sloops-of-war,  would  be        -         - 


$1,086,108 


In  these  estimates  I  have  been  aided  by  the 
!  practical  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  Com- 
I  missioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  who  availed  ihem- 
'  selves  of  the  calculations  of  scientific  ship-build- 
1  ers,  and  the  information  derived  from  recent 
investigations  and  inquiries  of  the  market  price 
j  of  the  materials,  and  various  articles  of  eqaip- 
'  ment. 

'      The  estimates  are  as  correct  as  the  fluctuating 
j  prices  of  labor  and  materials  will  admit,  and  s^uf- 
I  ficieniiy  so  to  found  the  data  upon  for  the  amount 
I  of  the  contemplated  annual  increase  of  the  Na- 
vy ;  but,  so  far  as  the  calculations  are  conjectu- 
ral,   it  IS   presumed  that  they  may  exceed    the 
actual  expenditure  from  five  to  ten  per  cent. 
All  which  i.s  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 
Hon.  Charles  Tait. 

Chairman  Naval  Commiltee. 
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EstimaUB  for  Building  and  Equipping  Ships. 


i= 


Esit  lic^eofthe  expense  of  building  and  equipping 
I  1  a  ^seventy -fuur  gunship. 

S2lv^  feet  of  ji-ve  oak,  at  $1  60         -         -    $35,200 
ISoJiifJ  feet   ofwhite  oak  and  yellow  pine, 

?.rat  30cc  ,18 36,000 

9,600 

13,752 

12,780 

1,350 

85,000 

8,000 

12,780 

1,350 

900 

700 


J4  fcii  lbs.  of  tipper  bolU,  at  40  eta. 

30  ,  'i(|  Ihs.  of  shealhing  copper  and  nails,  at 

;     45  eta. 

■i)0  tona,  21::^,000  lb«.  of  iron,  at  6  ct«.  - 
of  l:-ad,  at  10  cl».     - 
Lali' H ''f  carpenrcrs,  and  mast-making 
L^b.  )4,Jfjoinerft,  including  Bluff - 

Biat  jwiiths'  wurk 

Piui,  ^(f-'s  bill     ^ 

Turfjrlj  bill        - 

bill        • 


Car\^i> 


«'!> 

'.  t 


nd  gpari  complete 


■  1217,412 


lb. 


Bioc  (iii^kcr'a  bijl,  including   gun   carriages 

an  ijfwerythinjj  furnished  by  him  - 
Sailii  User's  bill,  two  suits  -  -  - 
Ri.<^,  ^ijker'g  bill,  120  tons,  at  13  cU.  per 

Tarn  fiU  bill 

Pain     tU  bill      y 

CcK)r  A'\  bill       i 

Boalf,L' Ider'sbili  .  .  .  .  . 

OrdAjnpe,  64   t!><rty-two  poundern,  and   22 

tb  J<y<two  pound  carronades     .         -         - 
6,00i#iliirty-two  pound   shot  .  .  . 

1,5(1' wt^rly-two  jKJund  grape        .  .  . 

3G(_  barrels   po**der,  at  45  cents 
4,0C(:  ^jylmders,  ;)t  50  cents 

20(,  '/njjskeU,  a|  $15 

20<  iHitle-axe^'at  $1   60 

20(,  ;j)^e8,  at  %\.   50  .  .  .  . 


Coi 


50' ,i)4ir8  of  pi^ols,  at  $10 

lO'  |t(Jt)rcf:,  at  .*!3 

Cole,  J  ^nd  signtls       .  .  -  -  - 

Anc<  M% 

200  I  jnl<  kentledge,  at  $40 

Can^  'e\ic  .  ^  -  -  -  •  • 

Ripp  y\  bill,  foijy  men,  at   $15  per  month 

(<)i  lotn"  nionil^i 

Chi''ti,KompaBs<rs,  books,  mathematical 


ID- 


oil  irfenciea 


&Ci 


and  f-quipmcnt 

♦ 

«  


$8,500 

28,300 

31,200 

750 

2,500 

6,500 

1,700 

30,000 

9,600 

3,500 

13,500 

2,000 

3,000 

300 

300 

2,000 

600 

1,200 

4,800 

8,000 

1,800 

2,400 

1,000 
5,000 

■    167,450 
-    217,412 

$384,862 


liA^iJimcnt 

H1^  'and  eparjk  complete 

EtUtif^e  of  the  'xpente  of  building  and  equipping  a 
pjrtyfouf  gun  frigate  of  the  first  ciati. 

14,4«<iit?etof  iivu  oak,  at  $1   50  -        -$21,000 

85,()(  )  «'eet  whno  oak  and   yellow  pine,  at 

^  ^0  cts. 25,500 

20,()i  ^  (b*.  coppof  bolts,  at  40  eta.         -         -        8,000 
27,fi<  •I  fbs.  copp^  sheathing  and  naila,  at  45 
i       ■^ents         ,         .         .         . 

r.  Ions,  150ji)00  lbs.  of  iron,  at  6  eta. 
1  If  to  lbs.  oflea^-t,  at  10  cU 


LaJv  r  (if  carpentvrs  and  mast-makers    - 


jouiers^  including  stuff 


12,375 
9,000 
1,150 

60,000 
5,000 


Blacksmiths'  work       .....  9,000 

Plumber's  bill 1,150 

Turner's  bill 700 

Carver's  bill 600 

Hull  and  apars  complete  -         •  $153,475 

Blockmaker'a  bill,   including   gnn  carriages 

and  everything  furnished  by  him       -         -  $6,700 

Sailmaker's  bill,  two  suits             ...  18,875 

Ropcmaker'a  bill,  100  ton^  at  13  eta.  per  lb.  36,000 

Tanner's  bill 650 

Painter'a  bill 1,800 

Cooper's  bill 4,900 

Boat-bQilder's  bill         .....'  1,300 
Ordnance,  32   twenty-four  poundera,  and  20 

forty-two  pound  carronades      ...  16,500 

3,000  round  shot 3,600 

1,000  grape 2,600 

190  barrels  of  powder,  at  45  cents     -         -  8,650 

2,000  cylinders,  at  50  cU.     ....  1,000 

ir>0  muskeu,  at  $15          ....  2,250 

150  battle-axes,  at  $1   50           •         -         -  225 

150  pikes,  at  $1   00           -         -         .         -  225 

150  pairs  of  pistols,  at  $10         .         -         -  1,500 

150  sabres,  at  $3 450 

Colors  and  signals 1,000 

Anchors 3,800 

Kentledge,   120  tons,  at  $40        .         -         -  4,800 

Camboose             ......  1,500 

Rigger's  bill,  35   men  for  4   months,  at  $15 

per  month 2,000 

Charts  and  mathematical  inatruments,  6lc.  •  800 

Contingencies               .....  4,000 


Equipment 
Hull  and  spurs 

Biuldiog  and  equipment 


-     114,925 
153,475 

$268,400 


$7,150 
6,600 
2,400 


Estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  and  equipping  a 
sloop-vf-war  of  the  frit  class. 

5,500  feet  of  hve  oak,  at  $1   30 
22,000  feet  while  oak  and  yellow  pine,  at  30 
cents  ...... 

6,000  lbs.  of  copper  bolts  and  spikes,  at  40 
cents         ...... 

7,875  lbs.  of  sheathing  copper,  and  nails,  at 

45  cenU 3,543 

25  tons,  60,000  lbs.  of  iron,  at  6  cU.       -        3,000 

5,000  lbs.  of  lead,  at  10  cU.         ...  500 

Labor  of  carpenters  and  maat-makers  -         •       18,0C0 

Labor  of  joiners,  including  stuff  •         •        1,100 

Blacksmiths'  work 3,000 

Plumber's  work 500 

Turner's  bill 300 

Carver's  bill 200 


Hull  and  spars  complete 


$46,293 


Blockmaker'a  bill,    including  gua  carriages 

and  everything  furniahed  by  him       .         -  2,000  00 
Sailmaker's  bill,  2  luiu         ....  5,200  00 

Ropemaker'a  bill 7,100  00 

Tanner'a  bill 250  00 

Painter'a  bill 600  00 

Cooper'a  bill 1,150  00 
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Boat-builder's  bill 700  00 

Ordnance,  20   thirty-two  pound  carronades, 

and  two  long  twelve  pounders  .         .  4,800  00 

Ordnance  stores,  1,600  lbs.  shot  -         -         -   1,550  00 
45  bbls.  powder,  at  45  cents    -         -         .  1,845  00 
1,000  cylinders,  at  40  cenU  -         -         -      400  00 

75  muskets,  at  $15  ....  1,135  OO 

75  batlle-axps,  at  $1    50  ...       11250 

75  pikes,  at  $1   50  -         -         -         .112  50 

75  pairs  of  pistols,  at  $10         .         -         -      750  00 

75  sabres,  at  $3 225  00 

Colors  and  signals        .....      550  00 

Anchors 1,100  00 

Kentledge,  55  tons,  at  $40  .         -         .2,200  00 

Camboose 800  00 

Rigger's  bill,   20  men  for  3  months,   at  $15 

per  month 900  00 

Charts,  mathematical  instrumenU,  6lc.        -      450  00 
Contingencies 2,000  00 


Equipment 


$35,930  00 


Hull  and  spars 

Equipment 

Building  and  equipment 


.    $46,293 

-  35,930 

-  $82,223 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  29,  1816.1 
Navy  Department,  Jan.  27,  1816. 
Sir:  In  conapiiance  with  the  request  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Naval  Affdirs.  cotn- 
nnunicated   by  your  letter  of  the  23d,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  their  information, 
the  papers   herewith   marked  A,  B,   C;    which 
contain   the   estimates   of  expense   necessary   to 
keep  in  service,  for  one  year,  a  seventy-four,  a 
forty-four,  and  a   twenty-two  gun  ship,   respec- 
tively; each  having  a  full  compleraeat  of  mea 
and  officers,  and  provisions  for  twelve  months. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c.. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 
Hon.  Charles  Tait. 


A. 

Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a  seventy  four  gun  ship.— January,  1816 


RANK. 


PAT  AHO  SCBSISTXHCS. 


Pay  per 

month. 


I   Captain     - 

6  Lieutenants 

1   Surgeon    - 

I 

i 

3 

2 

1 

1 


Rations  esti. 

mated  with 
pay. 


12 


Chaplain 

Purser 

Surgeon's  matea 

Masters 

Boatswain 

(iunner     . 
1   Carpenter 
1   Sailmaker 
3  Master's  mates 
20  Midshipmen 
1   Schoolmaster 

1  tv'aptain's  clerk 

6  Boatswain's  mates ' 
3  Gunner's  mates 

2  Carjienter's  mates 
1    Sailniaker'd  mate 
1   Armorer 

1   Cooper 

1   Steward 

1   Master-at-Arms 

1   Coxswain 

1  Boatswain's  yeoman 

1  Gunner's  yeoman 

1  Carpenter's  yeoman 
10  Qujrtor  gunners 

8  (Quartermasters 

2  btiip's  corporals 
1   Cook 


85  31  rations  per  day  make  11,315  per  annum,  at  25  cts. 

200  Able  seamen 

300  Ordinary  seamen  and  boys          .         .         .         .         . 

Pay  aud  subsutence  of  the  Navy      .         .         .         . 

585 


29 


$100 
40 
50 
40 
40 
30 
40 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
19 
26 
25 

19 


18 


Amount  of  Pay. 


7 
12 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


$1,200  00 

2,880  00 

600  00 

480  00 

480  00 

1,080  00 

960  00 

240  00 

240  00 

240  00 

240  UO 

720  00 

4,560  00 

300  00 

300  00 

2,736  00 


13 
10 


6,264  00 


2,828  75 
28,800  00 
36,000  00 


-$91,148  76 


f 
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ESTIMATE  A— Continued. 


it 


i 

« 

I 


RANK. 


J   Captain  i)f  marines    - 
I  ^Firit  lififtrnant 
\  .Second  !{irutenaQt 
j|S«rgean^:^ 

"Corporal* 

Musicitrj. 

•Privates     -  -  - 


.f 


6  ration^  per  day  make  1,825  per  annum,  at  25  eta. 


FAT  iHD  srBsintircx. 


Pay  per 

month. 


$40 
30 
25 
9 
8 
7 
6 


^  »  Pay  ami  subsistence  of  marines 

\ 


Pay  anfj  subsistence  of  nary  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines        ----.... 


Rations  esti- 
mated with 
pay. 


3 
3 

1 


Amount  of  Pay. 


$480  00 
360  00 
300  00 
3:i4  00 
388  00 
IM  00 

4,320  00 

456  25 


6,6M  25 


$97,845  00 


597  barrels  of  beef,  at  $17  50 
;  •     512  bajrels  of  pork,  at  $21   .50 
j  <     171  barrels  ot  tlour,  at  $10 
■  v  6,056  pc^inds  of  saet,  at  20  centa 
|:i<9,264  pt.jinds  of  bread,  at  6  centa 
;  J3,120  poijnds  of  cheese,  at  20  cents 
}  14,264  p^nds  of  butter,  at  25  cents 
i    433  buihels  of  peas,  at  $1  30 


Proviiions. 


•  ^,1 12  poinds  of  rice,  at  5  cents 1^ 

'  ^2,132  ga^ons  of  molasses,  at  $1 

j  ^2,132  ga^ons  of  vinegar,  at  25  cenU 

^  ?4,924  gaSons  ofspiritjat  $1 


i 


spirit, ; 

ProTisions  for  656  persons  ... 

Clothing /or  Marines. 


$10,447  50 
11.008  00 
1,710  00 
3,211  20 
12,555  84 
2,624  00 
1,066  00 
693  90 
706  60 
2,133  00 
533  00 
14,934  00 

963,610  04 


3  8(*geant's  suits,  at  $26 
65  Cf^j-porals',  musicians'  and  privates'  suiu,  at  $34 

6  P^'ra  of  shoulder  knots,  at  $1   50 
68  Caps,  plumes,  bands,  and  eagles,  at  $2 

68  8tst;ks.  at  20  ccnU 

272  P&^rs  of  shoes,  at  $1  37^      - 
68  BldnkeU,  at  $5  

6  W^tch  coats,  at  $15  .... 

I        Clothing  •        .         .        .         . 


Military  Stores  for  Marines. 
68  Krvipsacks,  at  $1 

68  Br|ishes  and  prickers,  at  25  centa  .... 


Military  stores 


t 


,   ,  "  .  Recapitulation  and  General  Estimate. 

}pAy  and  sLbsistence  of  the  Navy        ....... 

iu')si5tence  of  marines  -        .         .         . 


Zi^y  and  SL": 
jHy  and  su'. 
H'Jovisions  . 


>C|J3lhing  of  marines 
i  VVlitary  st<(res  fJr  marines 
tH»>8pit*l  sifrea  and  medicines 
tC^Dntingenrjps,  wear  and  tear,  «Stc 


$78  00 

1,560  00 

9  00 

136  00 

13  60 

374   00 

340  00 

90  00 

$2,600  60 


$68  00 
17  00 

$85  00 


!91,148  75 

6,696  25 

62,610  04 

2,600  60 

85  00 

1,600  00 

25,000  00 


Whole  annual  expense  of  a  seventy-four 


$189,740  64 
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B. 

Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a  forty  four  gun  ship. — January,  1816. 


RANK. 


1  Captain     - 
6  Lieotenanta 
1   Surgeon    - 
1   Chaplain 

1  Purser 

2  Burgeon's  mates 
1    Master 

1   Boatswain 


>  r. 


1  Gunner        (     . 
1   Carpenter    f 
1  Sailmaker  J 
3  Master's  mates 
20   Midshipmen 

1  Captain's  clerk 

2  Boatswain's  mates 
1  Gunner's  mate 
1   Carpenter's  mate 
1  Saiimaker's  mate 
1   Armorer 
1   Cooper 
1   Steward 
1   Master-at-Arms 
1   Coxswain 
1    Boatswain  yeoman 
1  Gunner's         do. 
1   Carpenter's     do. 

10  Quarter  gunners 
8  Quartermasters 
1   bbip's  corporal 
1   Cook 

150  Abie  seamen 

170  Ordinary  seamen  and  boys 

29  rations  per  day  make  10,585  per  annum,  at  25  eta. 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Nary       .         .         .         - 

1   First  lieutenant  of  marines  .         .         .         .         . 

1  Second  lieutenant 

3  Sergeants  - -- 

2  Corporals  ........ 

2  Musicians  ..-..-.- 

48  Privates 


y   28 


450 


3  rations  per  day  make  1,095  per  annum,  at  25  centa 
Pay  and  subsistence  of  marines         .         .         .         . 

Pay  and  subsistence  of   nary  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines        .--•---- 


rAT  AKS  srBsrsTXVcx. 


Pay  per 

month. 


$100 
40 
50 
40 
40 
30 
40 

20 

20 
19 
25 

19 


18 


12 
10 


30 
25 
9 
8 
7 
6 


Rations  esti- 
mated with 
pay. 


7 
12 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


Amount  of  Pay. 


$1,200  00 
2,880  00 
600  00 
480  00 
480  00 
720  00 
4S0  00 

960  00 

480  00 

4,.560  00 

300  00 

1,140  00 


6,048  00 


21,600  00 
20,400  00 

2,646  2fS 


360  00 
800  00 
324 
192 
168 
3,456 


$64,974  35 


00 
00 
00 
00 


273  75 


5,073  75 


$70,048  00 


I?  9 


[I  . 
h 


ru 


I 


s 


I  I  410  bar(cl»  of  beef,  at  Jl7  50 
'  I  351  barA'ls  of  pork,  at  $21 
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Provisions. 


I  118  barifcis  of  flour,  at  $10 


T         -          -  $7,175  00 

7,546  00 

.■l|,700  poupds  suet,  at  20  cenU  per  pound           -•.'.'.'.''''  J'if  J  S° 

;|.J,000pou;^d8  cheese,  at  20  cents ....  2.34000 

;  ta -^50  pounds  bread,  at  6  centi, ....  1,8(0  OO 

•  ),985  poujpdB  butter,  at  25  cents ^'2!^  J? 

»i  ?  374  bu.Sels  peas  at  $1 '         '         '  aII  ^ 

£•  ,400  pounds  rice,  at  5  cents "         '         '         '  ,  ;,n  nn 

U62igall>n8  molasses,  at  $1  per  gallon '.'.''  Al^  ^ 

,lj462i  gallons  vinegar,  at  25  cents ....  i,4b^  50 

fP.r^7i  gallons  spirit,  at  $1 


Provifions 


365  63 
-   10,237  50 

$43,122  08 


Clothing  for  Marines. 


■    '  i 

■  l\ 

■  'L 

;.'t  Sergean','8  suits,  at  $26  -         - 

:    V4  Corporafc,  musicians,  and  privates'  suits,  at  $24        -         -         *         * ,  Jift 

;     ,.*»  Pairs  shiulder  knots,  at  $1   50 i,^^o 

Jf)  Cap  plufaes, 

1^1  Stocks,  it  2C 

V-t  Blanket:  at  $5        ...         .  "         "         ' ^^  ^^ 

;  ^(a  Pairs  8h.es,  at  $1    37i      ....  oIJ  ?2 

j,;«Watchc^ats,.t$15 ^         1         :         1         *         '         *         '         *     'S  ^ 


$78  00 
00 
7  50 
110  00 


':  'i    ciothiig 
■^       * 

'.  *  I-  ui 


90  00 


$2,122  00 


Military  Stores  for  Marina. 


apsackj,  at$l «cc,n 

j;  '» I  rushes  a|d  prickers,  at  25  cents J         .*         "  .o  !!" 


Milita.y  stores 


13  75 


$68  76 


Recapitulation  of  general  estimate. 


X 


Ljfand  8ub?.;itence  of  the  Navy 
"jand  subsistence  of  marines 
visions       .   - 
l*Jt|iing  of  irjarines 
^  ^i  ary  store.4  ... 

i  ,^   itai  storej  and  medicines 
C  ii'ingencies;;  wear  and  tear,  <fec. 
■  ijl 
►  I    Whole  annual  expense  of  a  fortj-four 


•  $64,974  25 

6,073  75 

-  43,122  08 

•  2,122  00 

68  76 
1,350  OO 

-  17,500  00 

$134,210  83 


^1 

'I  : 


! 
ij 

i 
i 


J 

> 

'4 
i 


\ 
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Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a  sloopofwar  of  the  first  class.— January.  1816. 


RANK. 


PAT   AKD   8CB8I8TF.NCK 


1  Captain 

3  Lieutenants  - 

1  Purser  - 

1  Surgeon 

2  Surgeon's  mates    - 
1  Sailing-master 
1  Boatswain     - 
1  Gunner 
1  Sailmaker      . 
1  Carpenter     . 

3  Master's  mates 
10  Midshipmen 

1  Captain's  clerk 

2  BoaUwain's  mates 
1  Gunner's  mate 
1  Carpenter's  mate 

1  Coxswain 

2  Yeomen 
6  Quarter-gunners 

4  Quartermasters 
1  Armorer 
1   Steward 
1   Cooper 
1  Master-at-arms 
1  Cook 

60  Able  seamen 

48  Ordinary  seamen  and  boys     .----• 

20  rations  per  day  make  7,300  per  annum  at  25  cenU  - 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Navy  .... 

1  Second  Lieutenant  of  Marines 

1  Sergeant       

2  Corporal* 

2  Musicians 

21  PrivRtes * 

1  ration  per  day  makes  365  per  annum,  at  25  cents  . 
Pay  and  subsistence  of  marines 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  Navy  officers,  seamen,  and  marine* 


month. 


Pay  per  I  Rations  esti 


$75 
40 
40 
50 
30 
40 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
19 
25 

19 


18 


12 
10 


25 
9 
8 

7 
G 


mated  with 
pay 


5 
6 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Amount  of  pay. 


$900  00 
1,440  00 
480  00 
600  00 
720  00 
480  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
720  00 
2,280  00 
300  00 

912  00 


3,888  00 


8,640  00 
6,760  00 
1,825  00 


300  00 
108  00 
192  00 
168  00 
1,512  00 
91  25 


$29,905  00 


2,371   25 
$32,276  25 


167  barrels  of  beef,  at  $17  50 '         .3096  00 

144  barrels  of  pork,  at  $21    50 ''  '490  00 

48  barrels  of  flour,  at  $10 '\  qqq  qq 

4,604  pounds  of  suet,  at  20  cents ^         '         .3521   76 

68,606  pounds  of  bread,  at  6  cenU '"_         _  '.^gg  qq 

3,680  p)0unds  of  cheese,  at  20  cenU [         .         .  299  00 

1,196  pounds  of  butter,  at  25  cents ^         ]         I  195  00 

160  bushels  of  peas,  at  $1   30 .'.'..  478  40 

9,568  pounds  of  rice,  at  5  cents '..'..  598  00 

698  gallons  of  molasses,  at  $1 [         !         .  149  50 

598  gallons  of  vinegar,  at  25  cents .         '.         .  4,186  00 

4,186  gallons  of  spirit,  at  $1 ' 

Provisions  for  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  peraoni    -.-----        *  ' 
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I'r 


U 


U' 


Captors  (ftke  BritUh  Ship  tif  War  Levant. 


<    Clothing  for  Marines. 

[  Sergpart's  suit 

}i  )  Corporis,  musicians,  and   prirates'  suits, 

at  $2i4 

pairs  ofJihoulJer  knots,  at  $1   50     - 
caps,  pl>imes,  bands,  and  eagles,  at  $2 
slocks,  ^t  20  cents  -         -         .         .         - 
blanketi,  at  $5        - 

pairs  of^dhoes,  at  $1   37^  .         .         . 

watch  (vats,  at  $15 


|2fi  00 

600  00 

4  50 
52  00 

5  20 
130  00 
143  00 

30  00 


i  m 

'  1  Jtaiitary 

l^lknapaacks,  at  $1 


Stores  for  Marines. 


'■  ^'v^rushes  a^id  prickers,  at  25  cents 


126 
6 


00 
50 


$33  60 


RecQfitulation  and  general  estimate. 
JkM  and  aut^istence  of  the  Navj     -         -  $29,905  00 
£»y  and  suLiiptencc  of  marines 
yr-fTisions     ,  - 
,  ^3'fcihing  of  Jnarines 

|tarj  stores  for  marines 
:«pital  stoi^  and  medicines 
7P|itmgeDci(^,  wear  and  tear,  dec 


2,371   25 

17,562  96 

990  70 

32  50 

800  00 

7,500  00 


i 


■fJ\J»TORsbF   THE    BRITISH   SHIP-OF-WAR 


m 


^EVAiNT  REWARDED. 


ffpomm uncled  to  the  House,  February  5,  1816.] 

i  ^f«rtr.  PLE^SANTi)    made   the    following   report: 

'^i  Comni|ttee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was 

ifiyfrrcd  the-.pemion  of  Captain  Charles  Stew.<rt, 

,(*J^V  coramajider  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  pray- 

.V<o<  to  be  pa  d  the  value  of  the  Levant,  a  Bntiih 

,i,i|)-of-war  captured   by  the  Coostitution  in  her 

'^l*  cruise,  iiud   taken  by  force  out  of  the  harbor 

UJ  jPort   Priya.  a  neutral   port,  by  a  squadron  of 

a;*ish  shi['s  have  had   the  said   petition  under 

.liiiliideratioji,  and    make   the   following  report: 

Tip'}  petaiojier  states  that,  on  the  20ih  of   Feb- 

Kmy  1315,  ;wuh  the  frigate  Constitution  under 

klJTi!: command,  whilst  cruising  in  the  neighbor- 

}/■*!]  of  the  island  of  Madeira,  he  fell  in  with  two 

IjfMiiih  ship  _  of  war,  the  Cyane  noounting  thirty- 

ft4i|  guns,  and  the  Levant  mounting  twenty-one  ; 

t^(  the   Cioislitution    brought  the  two  ships  to 

ij-;(^,  and  (Raptured  both  after  a  conflict  of  forty 

rd  routes;   th'fit    having    taken   possession  of   her 

nj^ta^s   the  Qonstitution  proceeded  on  her  cruise. 

jliMJ^  on   theilOth  of  March   anchored   with   her 

^lalrs  in  Pofri  Praya  in  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape 

J^V-'Terd  islayds   belonging  to  Portugal ;  that,  on 

l^bext  dayj  March  the  llih,  whiLst  lying  in  the 

5f!t)j  port.  tt»sy  discovered   a  squadron  of  ships, 

y^^tx  ultimately  proved  to  be  British, consisting 

cT  three  sails  two  of  sixty-eight   and  one  of  fifty 

S^^^  coa3m>nded   by  Sir  George  Collier;  that 

i«^  Constitution  with  her  prizes  immediately  got 

i.ijri-nj  way.aad  with  much  difficulty  escaped  the 


enemy,  who  had  approached  very  near,  under 
cover  of  a  thick  fog,  before  they  were  discovered ; 
that  the  Constitution  and  Cyane  got  off  without 
being  brought  to  action  by  so  superior  a  force 
and  the  Levant,  which  had  moved  in  a  direction 
to  divide  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  being  pur- 
sued, was  enabled  to  get  back  into  Port  Praya, 
and  anchored  close  under  the  batteries,  thinking 
the  enemy  would   respect  the   neutrality  of  the 

port;  ibat  in  that  situation  she  was  attacked  and 

$990  70    '*'^^°  possession  of  by  the  enemy,  without  any  at- 
♦  tempt  on  the  part  of  the   Portuguese  to  prevent 

the  outrage. 

The  petitioner  asks  of  Congress  to  pay  to  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution  the  value  of 
the  Levant,  she  having  been  captured  by  them 
on  the  high  seas,  and  forcibly  taken  from  a  neu- 
tral port  by  the  enemy. 

The  committee  ore  of  opinion  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  not  a  right  to  demand  of  the  United 
States  the  value  of  the  said  prize.     Though  the 
Government  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the  Por- 
tuguese Government  compensation  for  the  out- 
rage committed  in  one  of  their  ports,  and  if  com- 
pensation IS  made,  the  amount  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  captors,  yet,  in  the  many  and  great  losses 
sustained  by  our  citizens  during  the  laie  war  in 
Europe  by  the  violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  it 
has  not  been  the  practice  of  the  Government'to 
make  compensation  for  such  losses.     Were  jt  to 
be  done  in  this  case,  the  captors  would  be  placed 
in  a  more  eligible  situation  than   if  the  outrage 
had  not  been  committed;  in  that  case  they  would 
have  had  to  encounter  the  ordinary  dangers  of  the 
sea  in   bringing  their  prize  into  port;" and  also 
the  hazard  of  recapture  by  the  enemy.     But  pro- 
ceeding on  the  principle  acted  on  by  Congre8.'«  in 
other  cases  which   occurred  during  the  late  war 
of  making  some  compensation  for  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  where 
they  did  not  succeed  in  getting  their  prizes  ioio 
port,  and  such  gallantry  and  good  conduct  having 
been  signally  displayed  in  this  action,  the  prope° 
tribunali  having  determined  that  the  force  of  the 
eoetny  was  superior,  the  committee  taking  the 
case  of  the  Frolic   captured   by  the  Wasp"  and 
recaptured  by  the  enemy,  as  a  proper  criterion, 
the  force  of  the  Levant  being  about  equal  to  that 
of  the  Frolic,  and  the  compensation  made  being 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  that 
sum  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution, 
to  be  deducted  from  the  value  of  the  Levant,  pro- 
vided the  Government  succeed  in  obtaining  such 
value  from   the   Portuguese  Government.     For 
this  purpose  they  herewith  report  a  bill. 


159,162  41 


i 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congrtsa 
assembled.  The  petition  of  the  subscriber  reject- 
fully  thoweth: 

Philadelphia.  December  22,  1815. 
Tiiat,  oo  the  20th   day  of  February,  1815,  the 
United   States  frigate   Constitution,   then   under 
his  command,  did,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of 
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the  late  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William 
Jones,  overtake  on  the  high  seas,  atout  sixty 
leagues  from  the  island  of  Madeira,  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  ships  of  war  the  Cyane,  of  ihiriy-four 
guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Gordon  Falcon, 
and  the  Levant,  of  twenty-one  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  the  honorable  George  Douglas,  both 
post  captains  in  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  and 
did  there  bring  to  action,  engage  with,  and  cap- 
ture the  said  two  ships  of  war.  the  Cyane  and 
Levant,  after  a  sharp  conflict  of  forty  minutes; 
and  that  your  petitioner  did  take  possession  of 
the  two  prizes  aforesaid,  and  proceed  in  the  frig- 
ate Constituiion  with  them  to  the  island  of  St. 
Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verds.  in  the  possession 
of  ihe  troops  and  subjects  of  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Portugal,  with  whom  we  were  at  peace,  and 
from  whom  there  had  issued  a  declaration  of 
neutrality  when  the  war  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Great  Britain  was  made  known  to 
him  ;  that  your  petitioner,  having  come  to  anchor 
with  the  Coostitution,  and  the  above  named 
prizes,  in  Port  Praya,  in  the  aforesaid  island  of 
St.  Jago,  on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1815,  dis- 
covered, on  the  following  day,  (while  preparations 
were  making  by  your  petitioner  to  divest  himself 
of  his  prisoners,  by  sending  them  on  parole  to 
Barbadoes  agreeable  to  his  instructions.)  off  the 
port,  a  squadron  of  three  ships  of  war,  belonging 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  commanded  by  his 
officers  generally,  and  under  the  command  of  the 
honorable  Sir  George  Collier  particularly,  con- 
sisting of  the  Leander  of  sixty-eiglit  guns.  New- 
castle of  sixty-eiglit  guns,  and  Acasta  of  fitly 
guns;  that  the  said  squadron  by  means  of,  and 
covered  by,  a  thick  fog.  approached  the  ship  Con- 
stitution and  her  two  prizes  within  three  miles 
before  they  were  discovered,  which  near  approach 
left  no  tune  for  your  petitioner  to  hesitate  or  de- 
liberate on  the  situation  of  your  good  ship  the 
Constitution  and  her  two  prizes,  but  obliged  him, 
for  the  security  of  that  valuable  vessel  intrusted 
to  bis  care,  to  get  under  weigh  and  rescue  her 
from  the  probable  grasp  of  the  enemy,  which 
your  petitioner  did,  taking  with  him  the  two 
prize  ships  aforesaid,  that  they  might  be  used  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  Constitution  :  all  of  which  was  done 
according  to  the  best  skill  and  judgment  of  your 
petitioner;  and  your  precious  ship  the  Constitu- 
tion returned  in  safety  to  the  port  of  Boston. 

And  your  petitioner  begs  leave  to  stale,  to 
your  honorable  body,  that  while  they  were  in  the 
act  of  getting  under  weigh  in  the  harbor  of  Port 
Praya,  the  flag  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
was  hoisted  on  two  several  forts,  and  a  fire  opened 
from  their  batteries  upon  the  Constitution  and 
her  two  prizes;  several  shot  from  them  passing 
both  over  and  striking  near  the  bends  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  that  after  your  petitioner  had  derived 
all  the  advantages  he  could  from  his  prizes  afore- 
said, the  Levant  returned  into  the  harbor  of  Port 
Praya,  and  came  to  anchor  close  to  the  batteries 
thereof,  where  she  was  soon  after  attacked  by  the 
aforesaid  squadron,  under  the  command  of  the 
aforesaid  Sir  George  Collier,  aod  forcibly  taken 


possession  of  by  them  and  carried  from  out  of  th« 
harbor  of  Port  Praya  aforesaid,  without  the  troops, 
garrison,  or  subjects  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Por- 
tugal making  any  resistance  or  hindrance  what- 
ever, as  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  do  within 
the  harbors  and  neutral  waters  of  the  Prince 
Recent  of  Portugal. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  for  and  in  behalf  of 
himself,  the  gallant  officers,  and  crew  of  the  frigate 
ConsiitutioQ  under  his  command,  and  in  consid- 
eration of  their  being  5o  unlawfully  and  unjustly 
robbed  and  deprived  of  the  usual  advantages  that 
would  accrue  to  ihem,  for  their  gallantry  in  en- 
gaging and  subduing  the  aforesaid  two  ships-of- 
war  belonging  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
humbly  beg  your  honorable  body  will  take  this 
their  case  into  consideration;  and  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  grant  to  them  the  value  of  the  said 
ship  Levant,  of  which  they  have  been  deprived 
as  above  stated  ;  and  your  petitioner  will  ever 
pray,  dec. 

CHARLES  STEWART, 
Late  commander  of  frigate  Constitution. 


Naty  Department,  January  5,  1816. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  honorable  Committee  upon  Naval  Affairs, 
communicated  by  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  papers  No.  1 
to  6;  which  contain  all  the  information  in  the 
possession  of  this  Department  relative  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  vessels  of  war  Cyane  and  Le- 
vant, by  the  United  States'  frigate  Constitution, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Charles  Stewart, 
of  the  United  States'  N^vy. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

Hon.  James  Pleasants.  Jun. 

Chairman  Com.  on  Naval  Affairs. 


No.  1. 
U.  S.  PQtGATE  CoNSTiTDTioN.  May,  1815. 

Sir  :  On  the  20th  of  February  last,  the  island 
of  Madaria  bearing  about  west-southwe^it,  distant 
sixty  leagues,  we  fell  in  with  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's two  ships  of  war  the  Cyane  and  the  Le- 
vant, and  brought  them  to  action  about  o  o'clock 
in  the  evening  ;  both  of  which,  after  a  spirited 
engagement  of  forly  minutes,  surrendered  t(vthe 
ship  under  my  command. 

Considering  the  advantages  derived  by  the 
enemy,  from  a  divided  and  more  active  force,  as 
also  their  superiority  in  the  weight  and  number 
of  their  guns,  I  deem  the  speedy  and  decisive  re- 
sult of  this  action  the  strongest  assurance  which 
can  be  given  to  Government  that  all  under  ray 
command  did  their  duty,  and  gallantly  supported 
the  reputation  of  American  seamen. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  minutes  of  the 
action,  and  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  this  ship;  also,  enclosed,  you  will  receive, 
for  your  information,  a  statement  of  the  actual 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  number  of  killed  and 
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nded  oiv  board  their  ships  as  near  as  coald  be  I  tack,  which  was  complied  with  ;  at  twelve  min 


«4eriained.i 

:  \  have  th;?  honor  to  be.  <tc. 

.  CHARLES  STEWART. 

.  B.  VV.  Cbowninshield, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

''.  No.  2. 

l^6nute*  oftHe  chaae  of  the  United  States  frigate  Cm- 
;    atHution,  rty  an  English  squadron  of  three  ships, 
■    \Jrom  out  t\e  harbor  of  Port  Praya,  island  of  St. 

«CoinmeD<|es    with    fresh    breezes    anil    foggy 

^<»ther;  at,' five   miputes  past  12.  discovered'a 

*r|e  ship  through  the  fog,  standing  in  for  Port 

ijarya;  at  eight  mmuies  past  12,  discovered  two 

.Ar.^er  large  ihips  astern  of  her,  also  standing  in 

l^yf   the   port     From   their    general   appearance. 

•jip^sed  ih»  m  lo  be  one  of  the  eneiDy's  squad- 

^i5«ji,  and,  from  the  litile  respect  hitherto  paid  by 

Ufiejn  to  neuLral  waters,  I  deemed  it  most  prudent 

!\^  »ut  tu  sea      The  s-ignal  was  made  to  the  Cyane 
MA  Levant, to  get  under  weigh;  at  twelve  after 
iJiEJidiao,  With  our  topsail   set,  we  cut  our  cable 
;4ji|  got    ut^yer    weigh,    (when    the    Portuguese 
itijt^id  a  firr;  on  us  from  several  of  their  batteries 
j  ^fhore;)  ifae  prize  ships  followed  our  motions, 
■  ;i^(4  stood  out  of  the  harbor  of  Port  Praya  close 
;v^Wr  East  ^oin:,   passing  the  enemy's  squadron 
•;^Jii  gunshut  to  windward  of  ihem.     Crossed 
,  (Jifliop-gall.'tnt  yards  and  set  Airesail.  mainsail. 
1  sjji^ker,  dy.Qg  jib,  and  top-gallant  sails.     The 
t|^!ny  seeiM},'   us    under  weigh,  tacked   ship,  and 
^4Je  all  sai»  in  chase  o(  us.     As  far  as  we  could 
■|f*'p   t^f  ib^-ir   rates  from   the  thickness  of  the 
Vj'jjiber,   su;iposed    them    two    ships-of-the-lioe, 
aiTfJJone  friga  :e.     At  half  past  meridian,  cut  away 
jt^ciboats  towing  astern,  first  cutter  and  gig  ;  at 
V<H  M.  foutid    our  sailing   about   equal  wiih  the 
W>  on  our  quarter,  but  the  frigate  luffing,  gain- 
ifcjour  wak>,  and  rather   dropping  astern  of  us; 
'Vf  ng  the  Ciyane  dropping  astern  and  lo  Jeeward, 
jpihe  friga;e  gaining  on  her  fasr,  1  found  it  im- 
I|,/*ible  to  s^ve  her  if  she  continued  on  the  same 
;  ctvjrse,  withtjut  having  the  Coosiiiution  brought 
t».!>cUon  by  Jheir  whole  force;  I  made  the  signal 

tlfo  minuit's  past  1  P.  M.  to  her  lo  lack  ship, 
>:h  was  .omplied  with.  This  raanccuvre,  1 
'•eived,  would  detach  one  of  the  enemy's 
'skjps  in  pursuit  of  her.  while,  at  the  same  time, 
fUr^  her  po'..iion,  she  would  be  enabled  to  reach 
t|;^'pnchorac^  at  Port  Praya  before  the  detached 
i  fijlj-s  could  ^ome  up  wiih  her;  but,  if  ihey  did 
j,|«  tack  after  her.  it  would  afi"ord  her  an  oppor- 
?«|»iy  to  doitble  their  rear,  and  make  her  escape 
•p.iKre  the  vind.  They  all  continued  ia  full 
PJif^P  of  the.  Levant  and  this  ship;  ihe  ship  on 
t  yt  lee  quariC-r  tiring  by  divisions  broadsides  ;  her 
?  ►^^  falling  >.nort  of  us.  At  3  P.  M.  by  our  hav- 
J  rXJropped  (he  Levant  considerably,  her  silua- 
'*!  fcj  becamei(from  the  position  of  ihe  enemy's 
Jii^ie)  simi^r  lo  the  Cyane.  it  became  neces- 
j.  jyito  separn'ie  also  from  the  Levant,  or  risk  this 
'  i|»  being  fjrought  to  action  to  cover  her.  I 
"tU4e  the  Mgiial  at  five  miouies  past  3  for  fcer  to 

it'!        ' 

%\      ' 


utes  past  thre.',  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  squad- 
ron tacked  io  pursuit  of  the  Levant,  and  gave  up 
the  pursuit  of  this  siiip.  This  sacrifice  of  the 
Levant  became  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Constitution.  Sailingmasier  Hixon,  mid- 
•hipman  Varnum,  one  boatswain's  mate,  and 
twelve  men,  were  absent  on  duty  id  the  fifth  cut- 
ter, to  bring  the  cartel  brig  under  our  stern. 


No.  3. 

Minutes  of  the  action  between  the  United  States  frig. 
ate  Constitution,  and  His  Majesty's  ships  Cyane 
and  Levant,  on  the  20th  February,  1815. 
Commences  with   light  breezes  from  the  east- 
ward and  cloudy  weather ;  at  I.  discovered  a  sail 
two  points  on  the  larboard  bow;  hauled  up  and 
made  sail  in  chase;  at   quarter  past   1,  made  the 
sail  to  be  a  ship;  at  three-quarters  past  1,  discov- 
ered another  sail  ahead;  made  them  out  at2  P.  M. 
to  be  both  ships,  standing  close  hauled  with  their 
starboard  tacks  on  board.     At  4  P.  M.  the  weath- 
ermost   ship   made  signals,  and    bore  up  for  her 
consort,   then   about    ten    miles  to   leeward ;  we 
bore  up  after  her.  and  set  lower  topmast,  topgal- 
lant, and   royal  studding  sails  in  chase;  at  half 
past  4,  carried  away  our  mam  royal  mast  ;  took 
in  the  sails  and  got  another  prepared.     At  5  P. 
M.  commenced  firing  on  the  chase,  from  our  two* 
larboard  bow  guns  ;  our  shot  falling  short,  ceased 
firing;  at   hall   past    5,  finding    u    impossible   to 
prevent    their  junction,  cleared  ship  for  action, 
then    about  four    miles    from   the   two  ships;  at 
forty    minutes  after  5,   ihey   passed    within   hail 
ol  each   other,  and   hauled   by  the  wind  on   the 
starboard  tack,  hauled  up  their  courses,  and  pre- 
pared to  receive  us;  at  forty  five  minutes  past  5, 
they  made  all  sail   close   hauled  by  the  wind   in 
hopes  of  getting  to  windward  of  us;  at  fifiy-live 
minutes  past  5,  finding  themselves  disappointed 
in  their  object,  and   we  were  closing  wiih   them 
fast,  tliey  *horiened  sail,  and  formed  on  a  line  of 
wind  about  half  a  cable's  length  from  each  other. 
At  6  P.  M.,  having  them  under  command  of  our 
battery,   hoisted  our  colors,  which  was  answered 
by  both  ships  hoisting  English  ensigns.     At  five 
minutes  past  6,  ranged   up  on   the  starboard  side 
of  the  sternmost  ship  about  three  hundred  yards 
distant,  and  commenced  the  action  by  broadsides 
both  ships  returning  our  fire  with  great  spirit  for 
about  fifteen  minutes;  then  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
beginning  to  slacken,  and  the  great  column  of 
smoke  collected  under  our  lee  induced  us  to  ciase 
our   fire  to  ascertain   their  positions  and  condi- 
tions;  and  in  about   three   minutes,    the  smoke 
clearing  away,  we  found  ourselves  abreast  of  the 
headmost  ship,  the  sternmost  ship  luffing  up  for 
our  larboard  quarter;  we  poured  a  broadside  into 
the   heaumosi  ship,  and  then    braced  aback  our 
mam  and  mizzen  topsails,  and  backed  astern  un- 
der  cover  of  the  smoke,  abreast  the  sternmost 
ship;  when  the  action  was  continued  with  spirit 
and  considerable  effect  until  thiriy-five  minutes 
past  6,  when  the  enemy's  fire   again  slackened 
and    we   discovered   the   headmost   bearing   up; 
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filled  our  topsails,  shot  ahead,  and  gave  her  two 
stern  rakes;  we  then  discovered  the  sternmost 
ship  wearing  also,  wore  ship  immediately  after 
her,  and  gave  her  a  stern  rake,  she  luffing  too  on 
our  8tarbo.ird  bows,  and  giving  us  her  larboard 
broadside  ;  we  ranged  up  on  her  larboard  quarter 
within  hail,  and  was  about  to  give  her  our  star- 
board broadside,  when  she  struck  her  colors,  fired 
a  lee  gun,  and  yielded.  At  fifty  minutes  past  6, 
took  possession  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Cyane, 
Captain  Gordon  Falcon,  mounting  thirty-four 
guns.  At  8  P.  M.  filled  away  after  her  consort, 
which  was  still  in  sight  to  leeward  ;  at  half  past  8. 
found  her  standing  towards  us,  with  her  starboard 
tack  close  hauled,  with  topgallant  sails  set,  and 
colors  flying  ;  at  fifty  minutes  past  eight,  ranged 
clo<e  along  side  to  windward  of  her,  on  opposite 
tacks,  and  exchanged  broadsides,  wore  immedi- 
ately under  her  stern  and  raked  her  with  a  broad- 
side, she  then  crowded  all  sail,  and  endeavored 
lo  escape  by  running  ;  hauled  on  board  our  tacks, 
set  spanker  and  flying  jib  in  chase ;  at  half  past 
9,  commenced  firing  on  her  from  our  starboard 
bow  chaser,  gave  her  several  shot,  which  cut  her 
spars  and  rigging  considerably  ;  at  10  P.  M.,  find- 
ing they  could  not  escape,  fired  a  gun,  struck  her 
colors,  and  yielded.  We  immediately  took  pos- 
session of  His  Majesty's  ship  Levant,  Hon.  Cap- 
lain  George  Douglas,  mounting  twenty-one  guns. 
At  1  A.  M.  the  damages  of  our  rigging  were  re- 
paired, sails  shifted,  and  the  ship  in  fighting  con- 
dition. 

No.  4 — General  Orders. 
U.  S.  Frigate  Constitution, 
February  23,  1815. 

Captain  Stewart  takes  the  first  opportunity  of 
returning  his  thanks  to  the  officers,  seamen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  and  marines  of  this  ship,  for  their 
gallantry,  order,  and  discipline,  displayed  by  all 
under  his  command  on  the  night  of  the  20th  in- 
stant, while  engaged  with  His  Majesty's  late  ships 
Cyane  and  Levant,  and  congratulates  them  on 
the  glorious  result  of  their  exertions;  a  result 
which  could  not  have  been  produced  against  so 
superior  a  force,  commanded  by  distinguished 
officers,  without  the  enerjy  and  order  so  con- 
spicuously exhibited  by  all  on  that  occasion. 
We  were  not  only  outnumbered  in  guns  and 
weight  of  metal  by  the  enemy,  but  had  also  to 
contend  with  a  more  active  class  of  vessels,  and 
a  divided  force,  which  gave  lo  them  every  ad- 
vantage. Be  assured  that  the  laurels  you  have 
acquired  for  yourselves  will  never  fade,  and  that 
the  share  of  glory  you  have  given  to  your  coun- 
try will  be  hailed  by  your  lellow-citizens  with 
the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  posterity,  in  behold- 
ing the  trophies  gained  by  your  gallant  predeces- 
sors in  victory,  shall  view  with  grateful  sensa- 
tions the  two  which  you  have  added  to  their 
number. 

Yuu  will  accept  his  thanks  for  the  promptness 
with  which  you  repaired  the  damages  and  secured 
the  three  ships,  and  he  assures  you  that  it  will 
Qot  be  least  among  your  merits,  when  it  is  known. 


that  in  one  hour  after  a  contest  so  severe,  your 
own  ship  was  ready  to  fight  another  action,  and 
your  prizes  enabled  to  make  sail. 

The  excellent  example  hitherto  shown  by  our 
naval  victors  in  their  respect  towards  the  persons 
and  property  of  a  subdued  enemy,  he  trust.s,  will 
not  be  deviated  from  by  any  under  hiscommand  ; 
surely,  there  can  be  none  among  you  who  can  be 
desirous  of  tarnishing  so  much  of  your  well- 
earned  glory,  as  to  hesitate  between  the  choice 
of  being  scornfully  pointed  at  as  a  plunderer,  or 
to  perceive  the  finger  of  satisfaction  selecting 
you  as  a  hero.  If,  therefore,  any  of  you  have 
unwarily  possessed  yourselves  improperly  of  either 
public  or  private  property,  he  commands  you  to 
give  it  immediately  to  the  commanding  officer. 
You  surely  cannot  wish  to  bring  disgrace  on 
your  commander  or  your  officers,  whom  you  have 
so  gallantly  supported. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  on  occasions 
like  the  present,  the  commander  is  not  permitted 
to  see  with  his  own  eyes  the  distinguished  mer- 
its of  each  officer,  that  he  might  thank  them  in- 
dividually for  their  exertions,  but  as  all  must 
have  done  their  duty  well  to  produce  such  deci- 
sive effect,  he  begs  they  will  receive  his  thanks 
collectively.  He  tenders  to  the  officers  com- 
manding the  gundeck,  forecastle,  and  quarter- 
deck divisions,  his  thanks  for  the  steady  and  in- 
cessant fire  kept  up  by  their  batteries,  the  vivacity 
of  which  nothing  could  .«urpass.  To  Captain 
Henderson  and  Lieutenant  Freeman, commanding 
the  marines,  lie  owes  his  grateful  thanks  for  the 
lively  and  well-directed  fire  kept  up  by  the  de- 
tachment under  their  command.  He  thanks  Mf. 
Hixon.  and  the  officers  stationed  on  the  forecas- 
tle and  lops,  for  their  steady  attention  to  orders, 
and  the  promptness  with  which  they  replaced 
everything  important  that  was  shot  away.  To 
Mr.  Pottinger,  and  the  officers  superintending  the 
magazines  and  passages,  he  gives  his  thanks  for 
the  facility  with  which  every  essential  was  fur- 
nished the  batteries  from  their  departments.  To 
Doctor  Kearney,  and  his  assistants  in  the  cock- 
pit, he  feels  great  obligations  for  their  humanity 
and  skill  in  relieving  and  assisting  the  wounded. 
Captain  Stewart  begs  Lieutenant  Ballard  lo  ac- 
cept his  thanks  for  the  prompt  assistance  he  gave 
him  in'all  the  operations  and  maoGeuvres  of  the 
ship,  for  the  alacrity  with  which  every  order  was 
attended  to.  and  the  promptness  with  which  they 
were  executed,  and  he  assures  him  that  the  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  displayed  by  him  on 
that  occasion  will  make  a  lasting  impression  on 
his  gratitude.  ToMr.  Humphreys,  commanding 
the  flag-guard,  and  the  officers  attached  to  him 
as  aids,  he  gives  bis  thanks,  and  assures  them 
that  he  is  highly  satisfied  with  their  gallantry 
and  support. 

No.  5. 
U.  S.  Frigate  Constjtotion, 
Of  New  York.  May  18,  1815. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  i  >  an  aol  of  Congress,  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you  the  flags  of  His 
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Captors  of  the  British  Ship  of  War  Ijevant. 


lUnnic  M)ije8ty's  late  ships  Cyaae  aod  Leraot, 
»   '1  jCaptain  Jlenderson,  commaadin^  the  detach- 
"    Jejit  of  raarJQes  on  board  the  Constitution,  whom 
)f g  leave  .o  recommend  to  your  notice, 
[iaptain  t'eoder^on  is  also  the  bearer  of  one  of 
i^Constituion's  muskets,  which  I  request  your 
.•ffnjssion  !'j  deposite  in  the  Nary  Department, 
;  Jan  evidetx<;e  ot  the  veracity  of  the  late  enemy. 
l;*|I-am,  ver]^  respecil'ully.  Ac. 
'^j  CHARLES  STEWART. 

Hon.  B.  TT-  Crowninshield. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


'  No.  6. 

t  Baltimore,  May  2,  1815. 

t^j^R  :  I  ha  ire  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you 
•►^arrival  it  this  place  with  a  part  of  the  offi- 
.  "^  and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Con- 
J»  Afiiion.  cajtured  in  a  prize,  the  Levant,  in  the 
.4*or  of  Pyrt  Praya.  in  the  island  of  St.  Jago, 
^  squadr(«n  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships, 
t^^isting  of  the  Leander,  Sir  George  Collier, 
Newcajjle,  Lord  George  Stewart,  and  the 
Ista.  Ca^tiain  Kerr.  For  the  particulars  of 
..i^Jrecapturi",  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  en- 
i^jled  extraf- 1  from  the  log-book  of  the  Levant. 
?  \  jjtaring  caused  the  destruction  of  my  own 
t-^l^rs,  as  w.li  as  those  of  the  officers  with  me,  I 
c«only  say^to  you,  relative  to  the  Constitution, 
J,  after  Icfving  the  port  of  Boston,  she  sever- 
||w  cruised  'ff  the  islands  of  Bermuda  and  Ma- 
l^ij^,  in  the  3ay  of  Biscay,  and  for  some  time  in 
of  the:  Rock   of  Lisbon,    without   having 


'4t 


met  with  but  two  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  one  of 
which  was  destroyed,  the  other  ordered  in  ;  and 
that,  on  the  evening  of  the  20ih  of  February,  the 
island  of  Maderia  bearing  wesi-souihwe&t  distant 
seventy  leagues,  fell  in  with,  engaged,  and,  after 
a  close  action  of  forty  minutes,  captured  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ships  Cyane,  Captain  Gor- 
don Falcon,  and  Levant,  Hon.  Captain  Douglas, 
It  would,  sir,  be  deemed  presumption  in  me  to 
attempt  to  give  you  particular  details  respecting 
the  nature  of  this  action  ;  I  shall,  therefore,  only 
remark,  generally,  that  every  of!icer,  seaman,  and 
marine  on  board  did  their  duty.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, deny  myself  the  pleasure  that  this  opportu- 
nity afifords  me  of  noticing  the  brilliant  manage- 
ment of  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  through  whose 
unerring  judgment  every  attempt  of  an  ingeni- 
ous enemy  to  gain  a  raking  position  was  frus- 
trated.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

HENRY  E.  BALLARD. 

The  Cyane  mounted  on  her  main  deck  twenty- 
two  32lb.  carronades ;  on  her  upper  deck  ten  181b. 
carronades,  two  long  9's,  and  one  121b.  carronade, 
on  a  travelling  carriage,  with  a  complement  of 
175  men. 

The  Levant  mounted  eighteen  321b.  carron- 
ades, two  long  9's,  and  one  121b.  carronade,  with 
13S  men  on  board. 

The  Constitution  had  four  killed  and  nine 
wounded  ;  the  Cyane,  seven  killed  and  seventeen 
wounded;  the  Levant,  nine  killed  and  seventeen 
wounded. 

Hon.  B.  W.  Crowninshield, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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PUBLIC   ACTS   OF   C.ONGRESSj 


PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE    FOURTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  4,  1815. 


An  Act  to  aathoriie  the  PfMident  of  the  United  States 
to  lea»e,  for  the  term  therein  mentioned,  the  new 
building  on  Capitol  Hdl,  with  the  appurtenance^  for 
the  belter  accommodation  of  Congreas. 

Be  It  enacted  by  tht  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
reaentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
lease  io  behalf  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
owners  thereof,  the  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill, 
on  square  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  with 
the  adjoining  building-  and  appurtenances,  for  the 
term  of  one  year  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
and  from  thence  until  the  Capiiol  is  in  a  state  of 
readiness  for  the  reception  of  Congress,  at  a  rent 
not  exceeding  sixteen  hundred  and  tifty  dollars 
per  annum,  to  be  paid  half-yearly  by  the  United 
Slates:  Provided,  always.  That  any  lease  to  be 
executed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  and  may  be 
determinable,  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of 
the  first  year,  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  so  soon 
as  the  lease  aforesaid  shall  have  been  duly  exe- 
cuted, it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  to  pay  to  ihe  owners  afore- 
said the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  for  fixtures, 
and  other  extraordinary  expenses  mcurred  in  fit- 
ting up  the  said  buildings,  and  otherwise  prepar- 
ing ttjem  lor  the  belter  accommodation  of  Con- 
gress; and  that  for  this  purpose  the  aura  of  five 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  ttie  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 

HENRY  CLaV, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Approved,  December  8.  1815. 

JAMES  MADISON, 
President  of  the  United  States. 


Aa  Act  making  additional  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Army  and  Miiilia,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

Be  It  enacted,  <f-c.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment,  and  those 
incurred  by  calling  out  the  militia,  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  addition  to  the 
sums  heretofore  appropriated  by  law  to  those  ob- 
jects, the  following  sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
appropriated,  viz: 
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For  the  Quartermaster's  department,  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  and  militia,  five  mil- 
lions six  hundred  and  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  Array  and  militia, 
two  millions  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars. 

For  forage,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  clothing,  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  fotnktuindred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  department,  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  Ordnance  department,  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  December  21,  1815., 


An  Act  to  enlarge  the  time  for  ascertaining  the  anna»l 
transfers  and  changes  of  property  subject  to  the  di- 
rect tax,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  d^c,  That  instead  of  the  month 
of  January,  heretofore  prescribed  by  Uw  lo  the 
principal  assessors  for  inquiring  and  ascertainiug, 
annually,  what  transfers  and  changes  of  property 
have  been  made  and  efiected  in   their  respective 
districts,  subsequent  to  the  next  preceding  vaiu«- 
tioo,  assessment,  and  apportionment  of  the  direct 
tax,  the  month  of  April,  annually,  shall   be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  substituted  and  jwescribed  for 
that  purpose.     And  instead  of  the  month  of  May, 
heretofore  prescribed  by  law,  for  annually  noti- 
fying the  collectors  of  the  several  collection  di»- 
tricis,  to  proceed  to  the  collection   of  the  direct 
tax,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  substitute 
the   month  of  June,  annually,  if  such  enlarge- 
ment of  the  lime  be.  in  his  opinion,  proper  and 
necessary. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
change  of  times,  by  this  act  prescribed  and  au- 
thorized in  relation  to  the  direct  tax.  shall  also 
be  allowed  and  applied  in  relation  to  the  du- 
ties on  household  furniture,  and  gold  and  silver 
watches. 

Approved,  January  17,  1816. 
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AJI'Act  to  rfp«f»l  io  much  of  an  act,  puMd  on  the 
^fnty-tbirdpaj  of  December,  one  thousaud  eight 
\iijidred  and|fourt«en,  a«  imposes  idditioual  duties 

^^,posUge.    , 

'ilSd  »^  enacU'd.  ^c,   Thar,  from   and   after  the 
thv**! •fi'"''  t^^!'  of  March  next,  so  much  of  the  act, 
ite< 
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tvi^iled  'An  f<t  to  provK 
foi;  q|efrayiDg>the  expense 


ide  additional   revenues 

>•  (sririiy lug line  riipenses   of  Government  and 

CDi  fjo^aining  t|ie  public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales 

t(  jLuytion.  aojl  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirit- 


tic^  jsMiquors,  pnd  foreign  merchandise,  and  for 
ini  sejising  iherates  of  postage,"  passed  the  twenty- 
IhjKllday  of  Ejecember,  one  ihousand  eight  hun- 
dr|(i  Jind  fourli'en.as  imposes  additional  duties  on 
p<jf^a*re.  be,  arid  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
*Vp|)roved,  Ijebruary  1,  1816. 


i 


Ai^AH  continuing  in  force  certain  acts  lajing  duties 
["Ti  ibank  notijs,  refined  sugars,  and  for  other   pur- 

(itlit  enactni,  ^c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
•ci  Jiyin,'  dulses  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and 
celafn  compifnies;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obliga- 
lic^fc^jdiscoun^d  by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
co^[janies;  ajid  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain 
deicir^ptions,"  passed  the  second  day  of  August, 
onf  ;tnousand  fight  hundred  and  tijirleen.  and  ihe 
Bcl^ipplemerjtary  to  said  act,  passed  the  tenth 
dar  f«f  Decen^ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
aii|' fourteen,  ind  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  layin? 
(^{4  on  sug^<r  refined  within  the  United  States,'' 
p^t^t^  the  lw&?nty-fourlh  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
s4  J  »?i2ht  hu'^dred  and  thirteen, shall  be,  and  the 
sar^ijejare  herttby,  continued  in  force;  anything 
iisljif  said  act*  in  anywise  to  the  contrary  ooi- 
wiK.yanJing.  ; 

)^^i^roTed,  i|ebruary  1,  1816. 

Ai^  A|:t  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
bl"  importing  sdditiona!  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares, 
k(^  merchan  jise,  imported  from  anj  foreign  port  or 
pi^,  and  forother  purposes. 

^/Jj/ fnac/ciJ,  <f c,  That  the  additional  duties 
upii^ 'goods,  v'ares,  and   merchandise,  imported 


o\  5>j;^e.  and  f,)r  other  purposes, "  passed  on  the 
fif«i<^y  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
liiJ>(i  ed  and  twelve,  shall  continue  to  be  laid, 
U'jf'l,  and  Cfillected  in  the  mode  therein  pre- 
s(jt|{"td,  subjeet  in  all  respects  to  the  same  regula- 
tiO-nnnd  provl^ions,  and  with  the  like  fines,  pen- 
a!^??s ^forfeitures,  and  remedies  for  breaches  of  the 
la-\iL;|s  are  now  provided  hy  law,  until  the  thir- 
tiofrj  (lay  of  Jijne  next,  anything  in  the  said  act 
to  tori  contra r)j  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstand- 

SJ:|.  2.  Aru\  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
ar.l'aj'ter  the  f^'d  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  there 
shf,-^  be  laid,  Ivvied.  and  collected,  in  the  manner 
>y>f;tinder  the.  regulations  and  allowances  now 
*^|ibed  by  faw~  for  the  collection  and  draw- 
pi  pf  duties  on  foreign  goods,  wares,  and  m^r- 


chandise,  an  additional  duty  of  forty-two  per  cent, 
on  the  duties  which  shall  then  exist  on  foreign 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  until  a  new  tariff 
of  duties  shall  be  esialdished  by  law. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
contravene  any  provision  of  any  commercial 
treaty,  or  convention,  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  any  foreign  Power  or  State; 
nor  so  as  to  impair,  or  in  anywise  affect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  several  acts  iiuposing  duties  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnaee  be- 
tween foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  in  vessels  of 
ihe  United  States."  passed  on  the  third  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen. 

Approved,  February  5,  181G. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  "An  act  entitled  an  act 
laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  certain 
vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a 
bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to 
certain  vessels  employed  in  the  lisheries,"  passed 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  continued  in  force,  any- 
thing li)  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  in 
anywise  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  Febru.iry  9,  1816. 


An  Act  concerning  certain  CourUof  the  United  8tatM 
in  the  Suie  of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That  no  legal  proceedings 
whatever  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates,  for 
the  northern  district  of  New  York,  shall  be  dis- 
continued, abated,  impaired,  or  affected,  by  reason 
that  the  last  terms  of  the  district  court  for  the 
said  northern  district,  appointed  to  be  held  at 
Uiica  and  Canandaigua  were  not  held,  but  that 
every  proceeding  whatever  shall  be  in  the  same 
state,  and  have  the  same  force  and  effect,  as  if  the 
said  terms  had  been  duly  held. 

Approved.  February  15,  1816. 


An  Act  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  While,  Ja- 
cob Wrighter,  John  Young,  and  John  Crampersej. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  there  be,  and  hereby 
is,  granted  to  Robert  White,  of  Reading,  in  the 
Slate  of  Vermont,  who,  in  the  defence  of  Fort 
Erie,  lost  both  his  arms  by  a  cannon  shot,  in  lieu 
of  the  pension  to  which  he  is  now  entitled  by  law, 
a  pension  of  forty  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  a.id  fifteen;  to  Jacob  Wrighter,  of  the 
ciiy  of  Trenton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  who 
lost  his  right  arm  and  right  leg  at  the  capture  of 
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Litlle  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  in  lieu  of  the  pen- 
sion to  which  he  is  now  entitled  by  law,  a  pen- 
sion v(  ihiriy  dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  tenth  day  of  May.  one  thousand  eight  hund- 
red and  fifteen  ;  to  John  Young,  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  and  State  of  Massachusetts,  who  lost  both 
arras  at  French  Creek,  in  descending  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  by  a  cannon  ball,  in  lieu  of  the 
pension  to  which  he  is  now  entitled  by  law,  a 
pension  of  forty  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
from  the  ihirtieih  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifieen  ;  and  fo  John  Cramper- 
sey,  of  the  town  of  Beverly,  and  State  of  Masva- 
chusetts.  who  lost  both  arras  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  lieu  of  the  pension  to  which  he 
is  now  entitled  by  law.  a  pension  of  forty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  from  the  fifteenth  day 
of  November,  one  tiiousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  place  the  .>^aid  Robert  White,  Jacob 
Wrighter,  John  Young,  and  John  Crampersey, 
on  the  pension  list  accordingly. 
Approved,  February  22,  1816. 


An  Act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop-of- 

war  Hornet,  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
British  sloop>-of-wBr  Penguin. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
have  distributed,  as  prize  money,  to  Captain  James 
Biddle.  of  the  sloop-of-war  Hornet,  his  oflScers, 
and  crew,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British 
sloop-of-war  Penguin  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Approved,  February  28,  1816. 


An  Act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain  articles  manu- 
factured wiihm  the  United  ijtates. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act,  entitled  -'An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various  goods 
wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured  within  the 
United  Slates,"  passed  the  eighteentli  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  also 
the  aci,  entitled  ''Au  act  to  provide  additional 
revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maiDiaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and 
jewelry,  and  paste  work,  manufactured  within 
the  United  Stales,"  passed  on  the  twenty-seventh 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed : 
Provided.  That  for  the  recovery  and  receipt  of 
such  dunes  as  have  accrued,  and  remain  out- 
standing, and  for  ihe  recovery  and  distribution  of 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  the  remission 
thereof,  which  have  been  incurred  in  relation  to 
any  duty  which  shall  have  heretofore  accrued, 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  ads  shall  remain 
in  full  force  and  virtue. 
Approved,  February  22,  1816. 


An  Act  concerning  the  Convention  to  regulate  the 
commerce  between  the  territories  of  the  TJoit«d 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc.  That  so  much  of  any  act  as 
imposes  a  higher  duty  of  tonnage,  or  of  impost, 
on  vessels  and  articles  imported  in  vessels  of 
Great  Britain,  than  on  vessels  and  articles  im- 
ported in  vessrls  of  the  United  Stales,  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  ihe  convention  between  the 
United  Stales  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  the 
ratifications  whereof  were  mutually  exchanged 
the  tweniy-second  day  of  December,  one  thous- 
and eighi  hundred  and  fifteen,  be,  from  and  alter 
ihe  date  of  the  ratification  of  ihe  said  convention, 
and  during  the  continuance  thereof,  deemed  and 
taken  lo  be  of  no  force  or  effect. 

Approved,  March  1.  1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Redman  Coxe. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  duties  which  have 
been  secured  to  be  paid  by  John  Red.man  Coxe 
to  the  United  States,  on  the  importation  into  the 
same  of  a  philosophical  apparatus,  and  of  a  col- 
lection of  mineral  substances,  to  be  used  by  him 
as  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  remit- 
ted, on  sufficient  proof  being  made,  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  ihe  Tieasury,  that  the  articles  above- 
mentioned  have  been  imported  by  the  said  Coxe. 
to  be  used  for  the  purposes  aforementioned. 

Approved,  February  28,  1816. 


An  Act  to  reduce  the  amount  of  direct  lax  upon  the 
United  Stales,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  and 
to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pubhc  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  Slates,  and 
to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same ;" 
and  also  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laj> 
ing  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That  so  much  of  the  act 
entiiled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  ihe  expenses  of  Government,  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for 
assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  passed  on  the 
ninth  ot  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  as  lays  a  direct  tax  of  six  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  and  for  succeeding  years,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  di- 
rect lax  of  three  millions  of  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  laid  upon  the  United  States,  for 
ihe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
and  apportioned  to  the  States  respectively,  in  the 
manner,  and  according  to  the  sums  prescribed  by 
the  first  seciion  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay 
and  coiled  a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States,'' 
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•oJUIS  the  pro'visioos  of  tb«  act,  ealitled  "An  act 

^jfide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 

ies  of  Q^^rernmeDt,  and  maintaining   the 

credit,  hy   laying  a  direct   tax   upon  the 

States,  4nd  to  provide  for  assessing  and 

jpung  the  sume,"  passed  on  the  ninth  of  Jan- 

:(!ue  thouitand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  ex- 


»(^  lar  as  the  same  have  been  varied  by  sub- 
t  acts,  ai)d  excepting  the  first  section  of  the 
saiiiftcil,  shall  bir  held  to  apply  to  the  assessment 
•DilM:(ilection  d*  the  direct  tax  of  three  millions 
of  ii%ll4rs,  bereNy  laid  upon  the  United  States. 

ft/cJ  3.  Anct^be  il  further  enacted^  That  so 
mij^'*!  Jif  the  aci,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditj|>*iiJ  revenii;  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
G(|vf-riment.  aid  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by'llyfig  a  dir«*ct  lax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
IuiJjW"  passeJ'the  twenty-seventh  of  February, 
in  Jl^ft  Vear  one*  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teejpt  ;<s  lays  a<tdirect  tax  of  nineteen  thousand 
Diit^yi^indred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  forty 
cei«t^  jupon  thjy  said  District,  for  the  year  oae 
thtjiWS'iid  eight  ihandred  and  sixteen,  and  for  suc- 
cesi<W,t:  years,  .be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
pej,rjd5 

f5t<;,*  4.  And  -6e  it  further  enacted,  That  a  di- 
reQt»9i*;  of  nio<^  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
ty^()^  dollars  ^nd  twenty  cents  be,  and  the  same 
is  W»i)y,  laid  ijpon  the  District  of  Columbia,  for 
th(|  i'^Ar  one  thi^iusand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
anjl|/({l|  the  provisions  cf  the  act.  entitled  "An  act 
t^' ^r*^''^^ '"^'^'*on*l  revenues  for  defraying  the 
ex'^jps  of  Gavernraent,  and  maintaining  the 
pub|;^;re(lit,  bj'  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Dis- 
trif  ^p  Columbia."  passed  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day  -  .February,  in  the  year  one  ihou>and  eight 
hunjf.^  and  firieen,  except  so  far  as  the  same 
bavf^Jbfen  varie^  by  subsequent  acts,  shall  be  held 
to  a*!*'^  to  the  jtssessment  and  collection  of  the 
djr*|*  px  whicl^is  hereinbefore  laid  upon  the  said 

yk  45.  And  li(  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
eveifjre  Secrefa^ry  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  duly 
■<**W<i  of  thcaMumpiion  by  any  Slate  of  the  pay- 
mc^-^of  lis  qao^a  of  the  said  direct  tax.  he  shall 
gi>e  ijitections  lo  the  assessors  of  such  State  to 
suvj)^*  the  further  execution  of  their  respective 
oJfr.-^  »n  relatiufi  to  this  act:  Provided,  That  if 
•n^  Atbte,  so  assuming  '.he  payment  of  its  quota 
of  »J|^)direct  tav-  shall  fail  to  pay  the  same  at  the 
iin««fTl,ed  upon  for  such  payment,  the  Secretary 
of  |t%'<  Vreasury  shall  instruct  the  assessors  of  said 
Sn^  I*)  proceetf.  in  the  execution  of  their  respec- 
ti»i,%ltAies.  in  rtjlatioo  to  this  act. 

Si»:^  6.  And\be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
eitbir  \he  Stat«i  of  Ohio  or  Loui.^iana  shall  pay 
its  ri-K^a  of  thtj  direct  tax  according  to  the  pro- 
visir|()y  of  the  ict,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  provide 
«dd!ji;c4)al  reveiiues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Crc>^»meni,  aitd  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  4fyiDg  a  di/J-ct  tax  upon  the  United  Slates, 
>ni  «>  provide- for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
saqaw'»the  Legijslaiure  thereof  shall  be.  and  they 
*'*  ||J(eby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  collect 
of  f;^^  Ihe  purct^sers  of  public  lands  under  any 
Ia<^|i}i^the  Unit|d  Sutes.  a  just  and  equal  propor- 


tion  of  the  quota  of  said  States  respectively,  the 
compact  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  said 
States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved.  March  5,  1816. 


An  .\ct  granting  boonties  in  landn  and  extra  pay  to 
certain  Canadian  volunteers. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  all  such  persons  as 
had  been  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes  anterior  to 
the  late  war,  and  were  at  its  commencement  in- 
habitants of  the  province  of  Canada,  and  who 
during  the  said  war,  joined  the  armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  as  volunteers,  and  were  slain,  died  in 
service,  or  continued  therein  till  honorably  dis- 
charged, shall  be  entitled  to  the  following  quan- 
tities of  land  respectively,  viz  :  Each  colonel  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  acres;  each  major  to  eight 
hundred  acres;  each  raptain  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres;  each  subaltern  officer  to  four  hund- 
red and  eighty  acres;  each  non-commissioned 
officer,  musician,  or  private,  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres;  and  the  bounties  aforesaid  shall 
extend  to  the  medical  and  other  staff,  who  shall 
rank  according  to  their  pay.  And  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  persons  to  locate  their  claims  io 
quarter  sections,  upon  any  of  the  unappropriated 
lands  of  the  United  Slates,  within  the  Indiana 
Territory,  which  shall  have  been  surveyed  prior 
to  such  location,  with  the  exception  of  salt  springs 
and  lead  mines  therein,  and  of  the  quantities  of 
land  adjacent  thereto  which  may  be  reserved  for 
the  use  of  the  same,  by  ihe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  and  the  section  number  sixteen  ia 
every  township,  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  such  township  for  the  use  of  public  schools ; 
which  locations  shall  be  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions, as  to  priority  of  choice,  and  the  manner  of 
location,  as  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
shall  prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  for  the 
lime  being,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  to  evidence  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  ihe  United  Slates  shall  prescribe,  issue  lo 
every  person  coming  within  the  description  afore- 
said, a  warrant  tor  such  quantiiy  of  land  as  he 
may  be  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  pro- 
vision; and  in  case  of  the  death  of  such  person, 
then  such  warrant  shall  be  issued  to  his  widow, 
or,  if  no  widow,  to  his  child  or  children. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, auibonzed  and  required  to  pay  to  each  of  the 
persons  aforesaid  three  months  additional  pay, 
according  to  the  rank  they  respectively  held  io 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late 
war. 

Approved,  March  5,  1816. 

An  Act  making  appropriaUona  for  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores,  for  the  year  one  ihouaand  eight  hund- 
red and  sixteen. 

Be  \t  enacUd,  «fc..  That  for  the  expense  of  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores,  including  arsenals, 
magazines,  and  armories,  for  the  year  one  thous- 
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tod  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  the  following  sums 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appro- 
priated, that  is  to  say  :  for  armories,  three  hund- 
red and  thirty -seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight  dollars  twenty-five  cents ;  for  arsenals, 
three  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  dollars- 
for  timber  for  mounting  cannon,  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars ;  for  coals,  iron,  and  steel,  seven- 
ty-nine thousand  dollars;  for  contracts  for  gun- 
powder, ninety-three  thousand  dollars;  for  con- 
tracts for  cannon,  shot,  and  shells,  one  hundred 
and  eleven  thousand  dollars;  in  part  of  the  an- 
nual sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose  of  providing  arms  and 
military  equipments  for  the  militia,  eighty-nine 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  18,  1816. 


An  Act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensation  to  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenla- 
tive«,  and  the  Delegates  from  Territories. 
Be  tl  enacted,  fc,  That,  instead  of  the  daily 
compensation  now  allowed  by  law.  there  shall  be 
paid  annually  to  the  Senators,  Representatives, 
and  Delegates  from  Tern  tunes,  of  this  and  every 
future  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  the  follow- 
ing sums,  respectively:  that  is  to  say.  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore,  when  there 
is  no  Vice  President,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  three  thousand  dollars 
each  ;  to  each  Senator,  member  ot  the  House  of 
Representatives,  other  than  the  Speaker  and  Del- 
egates, the  sura  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  :  Pro- 
vided, nererthelesa,  That  in  case  any  Senator, 
Represenative.  or  Delegate,  shall  not  aiiend  in 
his  place  at  the  day  on  which  Congress  shall 
convene,  or  shall  absent  himself  before  the  close 
of  the  session,  a  deduction  shall  be  made  from 
the  sum  which  would  otherwise  be  allowed  to 
htm,  in  proportion  to  the  time  of  his  absence, 
saving  to  Ihe  cases  of  sickness  the  same  provis- 
ions as  are  established  by  existing  laws.  And 
the  aforesaid  allowance  shall  be  certified  and  paid 
io  the  same  manner  as  the  daily  cora|>ensatioa  to 
members  of  Congress  has  heretofore  been. 
Approved,  March  19,  IBIG. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit  and 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  District 
of  Vermont. 

Beit  enacted,  fc.  That  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  wiihin  and  for  the  district  of  Ver- 
mont, instead  of  the  first  day  of  May,  shall  here- 
after be  holden  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  May, 
and  the  district  court  of  the  United  Stales,  within 
and  for  the  said  district,  instead  of  ihe  seventh 
day  of  May.  shall  hereafter  be  holden  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  May,  at  the  place  now 
fixed  by  law  for  holding  the  said  courts. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  in- 
dictments, informations,  suits,  or  actions  and  pro- 


ceedmgs  of  every  kind,  whether  of  a  civil  or 
criminal  nature,  now  pending  in  the  said  courts, 
respectively  shall  have  day  in  court  and  be  pro- 
ceeded in,  heard,  tried,  and  determined  on  the 
days  herein  appointed  for  holding  the  said  couru 
respectively,  id  the  same  manner  as  they  mieht 
and  ought  to  have  been  done,  had  the  said  courts' 
been  holden,  respectively,  on  the  first  and  seventh 
days  of  May,  as  heretofore  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  3.   And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  all 
writs,  suits,  actions,  recognizances,  or  other  pro- 
ceedings which  are  or  shall  be  instituted,  sued 
commenced,   had,  or  taken    to   the  said  circuit 
court  to  have  been  holden  as  heretofore  on  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  or  to  the  said  district  court 
to  have  been  holden  as  heretofore  on  the  seventh 
day  of  May  next,  shall  be  returnable  to,  entered 
in,  heard,  tried,  and  have  day  in  court  in  each  of 
the  said  courts,  respeciivelv,  to  be  holden  at  the 
times  hereinbefore  directed,  in  the  same  manner 
as  might  and  ought  to  have  been  done,  had  the 
said  courts  been  holden,  respectively,  on  the  first 
and  seventh  days  of  May,  as  heretof'ore  directed 
by  law. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  at 
any  time  hereafter,  the  day  or  days  prescribed  by 
this  act  for  holding  either  of  the  said  courts  shall 
be  a  Sunday,  such  court  shall  commence  and  be 
holden  on  the  following  day. 

Approved,  March  22,  1816. 


An  Act  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  Naturalization- 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc,  That  the  certificate  of  re- 
port and  registry,   required  as  evidence  of  the 
time  of  arrival  in  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  eo- 
tiiled  "An  act  to  establish  an   uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,  and  to  repeal   the  act  heretofore 
passed  on  this  subject ;  and  also  a  certificate  from 
tlie  proper  clerk  or  prothonotary,  of  the  declara- 
tion of  intention,  made  before  a  court  of  record 
and  required  as  the  first  condition,  according  to 
the  first  section  of  said  act,  shall  be  exhibited  by 
every  alien,  on  his  application  to  be  admitted  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  said 
act,  who  shall  have  arrived  within  the  limits  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  since 
the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  shall  each  be  recited  at 
full  length  in  the  record  of  the  court  admitting 
sueh  alien  ;  otherwise  he  shall  not  be  deemed  to 
have  complied  with  the  conditions  requisite  for 
becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and  any 
pretended  admission  of  an  alien,  who  shall  have 
arrived  within  the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the   United  States,  since  the  said  eigh- 
teenth day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and   twelve,  to  be  a  citizen  after  the  promulga- 
tion of  this  act,  without  such  recital  of  each  cer- 
tificate at  full  length,  shall  be  of  do  validity  or 
effect  under  the  act  aforesaid. 

Sec  2.  Provided,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  ex- 
clude from  admission  to  citizenship  any  free  white 
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pef^^fiwho  wa4  residing  within  the  limits  and 
unilrtf  he  jurisiiiciion  of  the  United  States  at  any 
tiaja  ■letween  'lie  eighteenth  day  of  June,  one 
tboif^d  sever;  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and 
llj^  piirteenth  ^ay  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
haofiJi  and  iv^o.  and  who.  having  continued  to 
r».8i±j  Jherein  Nyilhout  having  made  any  declara- 
ti»avff*n'PD''09  before  a  court  of  record,  as  afore- 
s«id/jiAiy  be  er;iitled  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
lJjjifj<?States  a*:cording  to  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
ivxtm  (f  March;  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
four'  ^Jtiiled  "An  act,  in  addition  to  an  act,  en  tilled 
'  Aoiai^  to  estauiish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tio^ija^d  toreptil  the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that 
iulij|c>"  Wbrjiever  any  person  without  a  cer- 
tidfjcefof  such  declaration  of  intention,  as  afore- 
s«ii)i/'iigiill  makt^application  to  be  admitted  a  cit- 
izenWlphe  United  States,  it  shall  be  proved  to  the 
>ai(-fi>^ioQ  of  ^le  court  that  the  applicant  was 
resiA^j  within^he  limits  and  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion<ir»  the  Un^.ed  Slates,  before  the  fourteenth 
day  l^f  April,  cue  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twogiisd  hascciitinued  to  reside  within  the  same, 
or  hrf..!y*iall  not  <)e  so  admitted.  And  the  residence 
of  t^^pplican^.  within  the  limits  and  under  the 
junt^iilion  of  »he  United  States  for  at  least  five 
ye^l*  Immediately  preceding  the  time  of  such 
appMaiion  sha^i  be  proved  by  the  oath  or  aSirma- 
tiofifif  citizens:A)f  tne  United  States;  which  cit- 
izeirjr^iall  be  t.'amed  in  the  record  as  witnesses. 
Ai.tJ<<ich  contiaued  residence  within  the  limits 
and|4i-der  the  ^jrisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
¥(b;4(j|atisfactos;ily  proved,  and  the  place  or  places 
'Wht^^he  ajipltcant  has  resided  for  at  least  five 
yea|i<  ^s  aforet^id,  shall  be  stated  and  set  forth, 
logtytfr  with  Ulie  names  of  such  citizens  in  the 
rec 
wii 
erti; 


L)f  the  coj^n  admitting  the  applicant:  other- 
ije  same  ^a\1  not  entitle  him  to  be  cunsid- 

d  deemtiiJ  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates. 

oved,  Mjirch  22,  1816. 

•■  

Aq  ^^  luthoriziig  t  8ub»cription  for  the  printing  of  a 

r  second  cdaion  of  the  Public  Documents. 
i^ilenacted'^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  -^ii  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  sub.>cribe  for 
and^X^ive,  for  the  use  and  disposal  of  Congress, 
five*.i»<idred  co»)ies  of  the  second  and  improved 
edufci,  of  Stauj  papers  and  public  documents, 
pfo«:td  to  be  J.rinted  by  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons; 
ibe  ji,i  edilioa^to  be  comprised  in  nine  volumes; 
andijj ;  aforesaid  copies  to  be  delivered,  in  strong 
leaip't  bindina,  at  the  Depariraent  of  State,  at 
the|»ite  of  two.  dollars  and  a  quarter  for  each 
Tol^^. 

S»t;,  2.  Anc^  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
SecKi^iry  of  Sjate  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized, 
on  h^i  deliveiV,  ^^  aforesaid,  of  five  hundred 
cojjfe^iof  the  (J'si  volume  of  the  said  edition,  to 
ayYior  the  saj;ue  at  the  rate  aforesaid  ;  and  in 
ikt  ifliinner  lo^pay  for  the  same  number  of  each 
suci ending  volume,  when  delivered  as  aforesaid  ; 
aui^v|e  sum  ii'  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and 
tv- *iii'-five  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
uroj^e  afores'-ud,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
iQ  V'^^Treasuny  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  March  25,  1816. 

1 


R 


An  Act  relating  to  lettlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United 

Sutea. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  any  person  or  persons 
who,  before  the  first  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  had  taken  posses- 
sion of,  occupied  or  made  a  settlement  on  any 
lands  ceded  or  secured  to  ihe  United  States,  by 
any  treaty  made  with  a  foreign  nation,  or  by  a 
cession  from  any  State  to  the  United  Slates, 
which  lands  had  not  been  previously  sold,  ceded, 
or  released,  by  the  United  States,  or  the  claim 
to  which  lands  had  not  been  previously  recog- 
nised or  confirmed  by  the  United  States,  and  who, 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  does  or  do  actually 
inhabit  and  resideon  such  lands,  may.atany  time 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  September  next,  apply 
to  the  proper  register  or  recorder,  as  the  case  may 
be,  of  the  land  office  established  for  the  duposal, 
registering  or  recording  of  such  lands  ;  and  where 
there  is  no  register  or  recorder,  to  the  marshal, 
or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  te,  by  ihe 
registers,  recorders,  or  marshals,  respectively,  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  appli- 
cations, stating  the  tract  or  tracts  of  land  thus 
occupied,  settled,  and  inhabited,  by  such  appli- 
cant or  applicants,  and  requesting  permission  to 
continue  thereon  ;  and  it  shall  thereupon  be  law- 
ful for  such  register,  recorder,  or  marshal,  re- 
spectively, to  permit,  in  conformity  with  such 
instructions  as  may  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  (he  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  that  purpose,  such 
applicant  or  applicants  to  remain  on  such  tract 
or  tracts  of  land,  provided  the  sanoe  sh  Wl  at  that 
time  remain  unsold  by  the  United  States,  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  for 
each  applicant,  as  tenants  at  will,  on  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  shall  prevent  any  waste  or 
damage  on  such  lands,  and  on  the  express  condi- 
tion that  such  applicant  or  applicants  shall,  when- 
ever such  tract  or  tracts  of  land  may  be  sold  or 
ceded  by  the  United  Stales,  or  whenever,  from 
any  other  cause,  he  or  ihey  may  be  required, 
under  iheauihority  of  ihe  United  States,  so  to  do, 
give  quiet  possession  of  such  tract  or  tracts  of  land 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  or  to  remove  alto- 
gether from  the  land,  as  the  case  may  be  :  Provi- 
ded, hovever,  That  such  permission  shall  not  be 
granted  toany  such  applicant  unless  he  shall  pre- 
viously sign  a  declaration,  slating  that  he  does 
not  lay  any  claim  to  such  tract  or  tracts  of  land, 
and  that  he  does  not  occupy  the  same  by  virtue 
of  any  claim,  or  pretended  claim,  derived  or  pre- 
tended to  be  derived,  from  any  other  person  or 
persons:  And  provided  also,  That  in  all  cases 
where  the  tract  of  land  applied  for  includes  either 
a  lead  mine  or  salt  spring,  no  permission  to  work 
the  same  shall  be  granted  without  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec,  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
the  applications  made  and  permissions  granted, 
by  virtue  of  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  duly 
entered  on  books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  by 
the  registers,  recorder.*;,  and  marshals,  afore>aid, 
respectively  ;  and  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
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from  the  party,  for  each  application,  fifty  cents, 
and  for  each  permission,  one  dollar. 
Approved,  March  25,  1816. 


An  Act  placing  certain  persona  on  the  list  of  IVavy 
Pensioners. 

Be  it  enacted.  <^c.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  place  on  the  list  of  navy  pensioners  those 
persons  who  were  wounded  at  Dartmoor  prison, 
in  England,  in  the  month  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen  ;  also,  the  widows  and 
children  of  such  as  were  killed,  or  who  died  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  there  ;  and  that, 
in  the  allowance  of  pensions  to  persons  aforesaid, 
the  regulations  established  by  law,  m  relation  to 
the  placing  persons  on  the  list  of  navy  pensioners, 
be  observed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  lake  effect  from  the  sixth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen. 

Approved,  April  2,  1816. 


An  Act  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  Butes,  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  no  cause  shall  hereaf- 
after  be  removed  from  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  Slates  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  appeal 
or  writ  of  error,  unless  the  matter  in  dispute  in 
such  cause  shall  be  of  the  value  of  one  thousand 
dollars  or  upwards,  exclusive  of  costs. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  en- 
acted, That  when  any  person  or  persons,  body 
politic  or  corporate,  shall  think  him,  her,  or  them- 
selves, aggrieved  by  any  final  judgment,  order, 
or  decree,  of  the  said  circuit  court,  where  the 
matter  in  dispute,  exclusive  of  costs,  shall  be  of 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  of  less 
Talue  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  have 
prayed  an  appeal,  or  shall  desire  to  sue  out  a 
writ  of  error  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  such  person  or  persons,  body  politic  or 
corporate,  may  exhibit  a  petition,  in  writing,  ac- 
companied by  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  com- 
plained of,  and  an  assignment  of  the  errors  relied 
on,  toany  judge  of  the  said  Supreme  Court,  who, 
if  be  should  be  of  opinion  that  such  errors,  or  any 
of  them,  involve  questions  of  law  of  such  exten- 
sive interest  and  operation  as  to  render  the  final 
decision  of  them  by  the  said  Supreme  Court  de- 
sirable, may  thereupon,  at  his  discretion,  and 
upon  the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  law, 
by  his  order,  to  be  directed  to  the  clerk  of  the 
county  in  which  the  proceedings  shall  have  been 
had.  direct  such  appeal  to  be  allowed,  or  writ  of 
error  to  be  issued  ;  which  shall  be  done  accord- 
ingly. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  appeal  or  writ  of  error  shall  have  been  di- 
rected iQ  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  second 


section  of  this  act,  and  the  order  of  the  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  aforesaid  thereon,  shall  have 
been  filed  in  the  office  of  ihe  clerk  of  the  proper 
county,  within  thirty  days  afier  the  end  of  the 
term  at  which  the  judgment,  order,  or  decree,  to 
by  affected  by  such  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  shall 
have  been  rendered  or  made,  such  writ  of  error 
or  appeal  shall  operate  as  a  supersedeas  of  all  pro- 
ceedings under  such  judgment,  order,  or  decree. 
Approved,  April  2, 1816. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  ioat,^ 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
miliUry  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  any  volunteer,  or 
draughted  militiaman,  whetlier  of  cavalry,  mount- 
ed riflemen,  or  infantry,  who.  in  the  late  war  be- 
tween the  United  Siatt-s  and  Great  Britain,  has 
sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  any  horse  which 
has  been  killed  in  battle,  or  which  has  died  in 
consequence  of  a  wound  therein  received,  or  ia 
consequence  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  furnish  such  horse  with  sufficient  for- 
age, while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value 
thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person,  whether  of  cavalry,  mounted  militia,  or 
volunteers,  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has 
sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  a  horse,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  owner  being  dismounted,  or  sepa- 
rated and  detached  from  the  same,  by  order  of 
the  commanding  officer,  or  in  consequence  of  the 
rider  being  killed  or  wounded  in  battle,  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  the  value  of  such  horse  at  the 
time  he  was  received  into  ihe  public  service. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has  sus- 
tained damage  by  the  loss,  capture,  or  destruction, 
by  an  enemy,  of  any  horse,  mule,  ox,  wagon, 
cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such  was  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  either 
by  impressment  or  contract,  except  in  cases  where 
the  risk  to  which  the  property  would  be  exposed 
was  agreed  to  be  incurred  by  the  owner,  if  it 
shall  appear  that  such  loss,  capture,  or  destruc- 
tion, was  without  any  fault  or  negligence  on  the 
pan  of  the  owner;  and  any  person  who,  during  the 
lime  aforesaid,  has  sustained  damage  by  the  death 
of  any  such  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  in  consequence 
of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  lo  fur- 
nish the  same  with  sufficient  lorage,  while  in  the 
service  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the 
value  thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  who,  in  the  lime  aforesaid,  has  acted  ia 
the  military  service  of  the  United  Slates  as  a  vol- 
unteer or  draughted  militiaman,  and  who  has  fur- 
nished himself  with  arms  and  military  accoutre- 
ments, and  has  sustained  damage  by  the  capture 
or  destruction  of  the  same,  without  any  fault  or 
negligence  on  his  part,  shall  be  allowed  and'paid 
the  value  thereof 
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k'c.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
f/  propertyJjas  been  impressed,  or  taken  by  pub- 

ethorityi  for  the  use  or  subsistence  of  the 
,  during  the  late  war.  and  the  same  shall 
)een  de<iroyed,lost,or  consumed,  the  owner 
CifT^ifch  property  shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof, 
de^lifting  tht-refrom  the  amount  which  has  been 
p*||jor  raay^be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk  for 
tHfis^me,  wh^le  in  the  service  aforesaid. 

y^hc.  6.  AnsJL  be  it  further  enacted,  That  noth- 
iu-T.i^  this  at;  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to_4tlable  thef  owner  of  any  such  property,  or  his 
lei^Lrepresei»-.atives,  to  receive  compensation  for 
soifclloss  or  jaraage  as  abovementioned,  where 


le^l.rep 
su|bi  los 
tii«^Wne 


er  ol  |uch  property,  or  his  legal  represen- 
Ufcv^s,  may  t,ave  recovered  or  received  satisfac- 
tuJis'Vr  such  I'^jss  from  the  persons  who  may  have 
t*e?n(or  impr,t'S5ed  such  property  into  the  public 
s^^j^e;  and  ..hat  every  person  claiming  such 
CHlipirnsatioD,: shall,  at  the  time  of  receiving  the 
a i)ie>  release  •;.ll  claims  he  may  have  against  the 
oft.y>j  or  person  who  may  have  impress'ed,  taken 
or  m^,  such  jvoperty  in  the  public  service;  and 
thak,{n  all  ca.es  where  the  owner  of  such  prop- 
erif,  fr  his  leaal  representative,  may  have  recov- 
erefl  ^r  received  satisfaction  for  such  loss  or  in- 
jarj,  :rom  th^.  person  who  shall  so  have  taken 
»ucj.  property*  .nto  the  public  service,  the  said 
cffi'et  or  persy^^n.  who  shall  .so  have  paid  such  loss 
or  ^lyiage.  sh^U  be  entitled  to  receive  the  com- 
peiV?|ion  prorided   by  this  act  for  such  loss  or 

Sr^H.  7.  An&  be  it  further  enacUd  That  the 
A«9vntant  of,  the  War  Department,  in  adjusting 
an(<^»|ttling  ibV  accounts  of  the  different  pay  mas 
ters^M  hereby  ^authorized  to  allow  to  the  officers 
ct  tvjjnteer  ;,avalry,  who  furnished  their  own 
hQr»f»  while  xr*  public  service,  at  the  rate  of  forty 
cecji  ^r  da>'  «or  each  horse  so  furnished,  which 


»,  rf    '  I.      oe   >      --<-"   ••v/ijc  au  iuruiaiitru,  WHICH     well  la    regaru  to    the  receint  of  anr^li/.,..^-       r 

It      ^^^^^^  ^^f^riher  enacted.  That  when 
ai^>  Jipcer,  no:icommi?sioned  officer,  or   private. 


ih;tUj,  cavalry  service,  as  aforesaid,  having  lost 
tai'r|Qjrse  or  h<^rses,  which  may  have  been  taken 
by  hi*  into  tl^e  said  service,  has  received  from 
the^f  yited  Sti^tes  another  horse  or  horses,  in  lieu 
Of  *^wart  payrtieni,for  the  horse  or  horses  so  pre- 
vu)|.li^  lost  ai  aforesaid,  such  officer,  noncom- 
niifi#S)ued  offie^r,  or  private,  shall  be  entitled  to 
rec-,*r^  the  allowance  of  forty  cents  per  day  for 
thevfit;  and  ri>k  of  the  horse  on  which  he  may 
tiavj;  Ijeen  so  r^tnounted.  ^ 

A  ^.  And-  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
per^^v^who,  in  the  time  aforesaid,  has  sustained 
rlt'^^  by  ihet destruction  of  his  or  her  house  or 
buiifirig  by  thr  enemy,  while  the  same  was  oc- 
cup|.^«  as  a  mi^tary  deposite,  under  the  authority 
of  at  cfficer  or  Jigent  of  the  United  States.shall  be 
allc*;*  and  pnd  the  amount  of  such  damage  • 
rr^^ed,  It  s^all  appear  that  such  occupation 
wa!>^tiy  cause  ii  its  destruction. 


adoait  of,  and  which  may  be  in  the  power  of  the 

party  to  produce;  and  the  amount  thereof,  when 
established  and  ascertained,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  shall   be  paid  to  the  suflferer 
or   sufferers,  out  of  any  money  in   the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
the  more  speedy  execution  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  President  of  the  United  States  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  appoint  one  commissioner,  whose 
duty  It  shall  be  to  decide  upon  all  cases  arising 
tjnder  this  act  ;  and  who,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  shall  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Such  commissioner  shall  re- 
ceive as  compensation  for  his  services,  at  the 
rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  the 
time  he  shall  be  actually  employed,  which  shall 
not  exceed  two  years,  to  be  computed  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act.  All  official  commu- 
nications to  and  from  the  commissioner  appoint- 
ed under  this  act  shall  be  U^e  of  postage. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  commissioner,  so  to  be  appointed,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  take  the 
following  oath,  to   wit:    "I.  A  B,  do  solemnly 
swear,  that  I  will  well  and  truly. according  to  the 
best  of  my  abilities,  discbarge  the  duties  o^f  com- 
missioner under  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An 
act  to  authorize   the  payment  for   property  lost 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the    United    Stales,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;'  so  help  me  God.''     Upon  which 
he  shall  proceed    to  appoint  a  clerk  ;  and  shall 
proceed   with  all    practicable  de.spatch,  to  estab- 
lish, under  the  direction,  or  with   the  assent,  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  such  rules  as 
well  in   regard  to   the  receipt  of  applications'  of 
claimants  to  compensation  for  losses  provided  for 
by  this  act,  as  the  species  and  degree  of  evidence 
the  manner  in  which  such  evidence  shall  be  taken 


los; 
val 
bes 


«#C;:10.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 


fr''f'^^'"'"'^'°"'  ^'  aforesaid,  as  well  as  the 

|*|r  such  f^-operty  shall  be  ascertained  by  the 

'Mydence  x*,hich  the  nature  of  the  case  will 


I: 


and  autheiiticated.  as  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  the 
best  calculated  to  attain  the  objects  of  this  act  • 
paying  a  due  regard,  in  the  establishment  of  such 
regulations,  as  well  to  t/ie  claims  of  indindual 
justice  as  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States- 
which  rules  and  regulations  shall,  upon  his  adop- 
tion  be  published  for  eight  weeks,  successively 
in  the  newspapers  in  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories in  which  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales 
are  published. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  commiss.o.er  shall,  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
claim  to  compensation  or  indemnity  shall  exceed 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  award  a  commis- 
sion  to  some  one  or  more  discreet  commissioner, 
m  the  v.cmity  of  where  the  witnesses  are  stated 
to  reside  accompanied  by  interrogatories   to  be 
propounded  to  such  witnesses,  which  said  com- 
mission, when  executed.shall  be  returned,  together 
with  the  examinations  to  be  taken  in  virtue  thereof 
by  mail,  free  of  postage,  to  the  office  of  the  said 
commi.ssioner. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
ail  adjudications  of  the  said  commissioner  upon 
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the  claims  abovementioned.  whether  such  judg- 
ment be  in  favor  of,  or  adverse  to,  the  claim  of 
the  applicant,  the  same  shall  be  entered  by  his 
clerk  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose. 
And  when  such  juderaent  shall  be  in  favor  of 
such  claim,  shall  entitle  the  claimant,  or  his  legal 
representative,  upon  the  production  of  a  copy  of 
such  judgment,  duly  certihed  by  the  clerk  of  said 
commissioner,  to  payment  of  the  amount  thereof 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
claim  authorized  by  this  act  ^^hall  he  allowed  or 
paid,  unless  the  same  shall  be  exhibited  within 
two  years  from  the  passing  thereof. 

Approved,  April  9,  1816. 


An  Art  to  rep«tl  tb«  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laymf;  Jutiea  on  household  furnitore  and  on  gold 
and  silver  watches." 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c..  That  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on 
household  furniture  and  on  gold  and  silver  watch- 
es," as  lays  a  duty  on  household  furniture,  and  on 
watches  kept  for  use,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  in  succeeding 
years,  shall  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  9,  1816. 


An  Act  fur  the  remission  of  certain  duties  on  the  im- 
portation  of  books  for  the  use  of  Harvard  College, 
and  on  the  carriage  and  personal  baggage  of  his 
Excellency  William  Gore,  Governor  of  the  British 
province  of  Upper  Canada. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc,  That  all  duties  due  and  pay- 
able to  the  United  States  on  an  invoice  of  books 
belonging  to  Harvard  College,  in  Cambridge. 
Massachusetts,  imported  into  Boston,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud  fifteen,  be,  and 
the  .same  are  hereby,  remitted. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  du- 
ties due  and  payable  to  the  United  States  on  the 
carriage  and  personal  baggage  of  his  Excellency 
William  Gore,  Governor  of  the  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  imported  into  New  York,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  remitted. 

Approved,  April  9,  1816. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an   act   to  regulate  the  Post 
Office  Establiehment. 

Be  it  enacted,  (f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  the  following  rates  of  postage 
be  charged  upon  all  letters  and  packets,  (except 
such  as  are  now  excepted  by  law.)  conveyed  by 
the  posts  of  the  United  States,  viz: 

For  every  letter  composed  of  a  single  sheet  of 
paper,  conveyed   out  exceeding   thirty  miles,  six 


cents;  over  thirty  and  not  exceeding  eighty,  ten 
cents;  over  eighty  and  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
<ired  and  fifty,  twelve  and  a  half  cents ;  over  one 
hundred  and  fifty  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred, 
eighteen  and  a  half  cents;  over  four  hundred 
miles,  twenty-five  cents;  and  for  every  double 
letter,  or  letter  composed  of  two  pieces  of  paper 
double  those  rates;  and  for  every  triple  letter  or 
one  composed  of  three  pieces  of  paper,  triple  those 
rates  ;  and  for  every  packet  composed  of  four  or 
more  pieces  of  paper,  or  one  or  more  other  arti- 
cles, and  weighing  one  ounce  avoirdupois,  quad- 
ruple those  rates:  and  in  that  proportion  for  all 
greater  weights:  Provided,  That  no  packets  of 
letters  conveyed  by  the  water  mails  shall  be 
charged  with  more  than  quadruple  postage,  unless 
the  same  shall  contain  more  than  four  distinct 
letters. 

No  postmaster  shall  be  obliged  to  receive,  to  be 
conveyed  by  the  mail,  any  packet  which  shall 
weigh  more  than  three  pounds;  and  the  postage 
marked  on  any  letter  or  packet,  and  charged  in 
the  post  bill  which  may  accompany  the  same, 
shall  be  conclusive  evidence,  in  favor  of  the  post- 
master who  delivers  the  same,  of  the  lawful  post- 
age thereon,  unless  such  letter  or  packet  shall  be 
opened  in  presence  of  the  postmaster  or  his  clerk. 

Every  four  folio  pages,  or  eight  quarto  pages, 
or  sixteen  octavo  pages,  of  a  pamphlet  or  maga- 
zine, shall  be  considered  a  sheet,  and  the  surplus 
pages  of  any  pamphlet  or  magazine  shall  also  be 
considered  a  sheet ;  and  the  Journals  of  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  several  States,  not  beingsliiched 
or  bound,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  postage  as 
pamphlets.  Any  memorandum  which  shall  be 
written  on  a  newNpaper.  or  other  printed  paper, 
and  transmitted  by  mail,  shall  be  charged  letter 
postage  ;  and  any  person  who  shall  deposite  such 
memorandum  in  any  office  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
frauding the  revenue,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  Greneral  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  allow  to  each  postmaster  such  commission 
on  the  postages  by  him  collected,  as  shall  be  ade- 
quate to  his  services:  Provided,  That  his  com- 
mission shall  not  exceed  the  following  several 
rates  on  the  amount  received  in  one  quarter ;  that 
is  to  say : 

On  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars, 
thirty  per  cent. 

On  any  sum  over  and  above  the  first  hundred 
dollars,  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollars, 
twenty-five  per  cent. 

On  any  sum  over  and  above  the  first  four  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars,  twenty  per  cent. 

On  any  sum  over  and  above  the  first  two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  dollars,  eight  per  cent. 

Except  to  the  postmasters  who  may  beemployed 
in  receiving  and  despatching  foreign  mails,  whose 
compensation  may  be  augmented  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  dollars  in  one  quarter  ;  and  excepting 
to  the  postmasters  at  offices  where  the  mail  is 
regularly  to  arrive  between  the  hours  of  nine 
o'clock  at  night  and  five  in  the  morning,  whose 
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'^ommiisitiO.  oo  ibe  first  hundred  dollars  collected 
k^n  one  q'^rier,  may  be  increased  to  a  ium  not 
Vejtceedingg fifty  per  cent. 

'  The    Postmaster    General   may   allow    to   the 

[kjstmastt^js,  respectively,  a  commission  of  fifty 

pfrr  cent,  ^n  the  moneys  arising  from  the  postage 

■*  newspvpers,   magazines,  and   pamphlets;  and 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  subscriber*  to  the  Bank  of 

the  United  iStaies. 


Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That  a  bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America  shall  be  established,  with  a 
capital  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  divided 
into  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  shares,  of 

.    .       ,    --=  •  -   -   r--r------;  -—    one  hundred  dollars  each  share.     Seventy  ihou- 

the  powmaster  whose  compensation  shall  not  Land  shares,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  seven  mil- 
ceed  fi,e  hundred  dollars  .n  one  quarter,  two    l,ons  of  dollars,  part  of  the   capital  of  the  said 

bank,  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid  for  by  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  specified  ; 
and  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  shares 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  millioos 
of  dollars,  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid  for  by  in- 
dividuals, companies,  or  corporations,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  specified. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  sub- 
scriptions  for  the  sura  of  twenty-eight  millions 
of  dollars,  towards  constituting  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank,  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in 


i£^ceeu  n,e  nunurea  oonars  in  one  quarter,  twc 
^£#nts  for  i-very  free  letter  delivered  out  of  the  of- 
jf|:e,  exce^)ling  such   as  are  for    the    postmaster 

fmself;  snd  each  postmaster  who  shall  be  re- 
ired  to  |fcepa  register  of  the  arrival  and  depar- 
re  of  th4  mails,  shall  be  allowed  ten  cents  for 
Te.ich  monthly  return  which  he  makes  thereof  to 
/ijje  General  Post  Office. 

Z  'The  Pi^tmasier  General  may  allow  to  the 
f-ppslmaste.,  at  New  Orleans,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
Miodred  (jallars,  and  to  the  postmaster  at  War- 
Mr  i^Qton,  in  ♦^Iorlh  Carolina,  at  the  rale  of  two  huo- 
t7^ed  dolla,s,  and  lo  the  postmaster  at  Wheeling, 
t)^  Virginii,  at  ihe  rate  of  iwo  hundred  dollars  a 


;    1/7       _  

•    y?!^*'^'  '°  *i^*^"'°°  ^0  '^'^'^  ordinary  commissions. 
Ul^he  Post^iaster  General  is  hereby  authorized  to 
\|low  to  i|^e  postmaster  at  the  City  of  Washing- 
fan,  in  adiliiiun   to  the   allowance  made  by  this 
jif  t  for  p(»*tage  collected,  and  for  free  letters  re- 
i;|ived  by 'lira  for  delivery,  a  commission  of  five 
p|r  ceniui*!  on  the  amount  of  mails  distributed  at 
J. s  office ;  ^Provided,  nevertkekss,  That  the  whole 
^►^ynual  erjf'oluments  of  the  said  postmaster,   in- 
^•;iuding  th<  extra  compensation  heretofore  allowed 
vt<ihim  byjtaw^hall  always  be  subject  lo  the  re- 
|»t.iction  iipposed  by  ihe  fortieth  section  of  the 


«-  (.•<  of  Cor|gress  approved  tne  thirtieth  of  April, 
lie  ihous^ad  eight   •       •      ■ 
^l*sact  is  \f\  addition 


fi^  ihous^Qd  eight   hundred  and  ten,  to  which 


\]  (Sec.  3.  '^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  letters 
t^t)d  packef.  to  and  Irom  any  meraher  of  ihe  Sen- 
^L^  or  meCber  or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
^eeniativtv  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary 
^^the  Senrite,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 

Jilatives,.shall  be  conveyed  free  of  postage,  for 
rty  day.i^ previous  to  each  session  ol  Congress, 
it^l  lor  ihi"  ty  days  after  the  lerrainalion  thereof: 
\^\ovided  t\lxcay8,  That  no  letter  or  packet  shall 
j|:y:ee(i  tw(,  ounces  in  weight,  and  in  case  of  ex- 
••j*s  of  we^ht,  that  excess  alone  shall  be  paid  for. 
•JSec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
tiivenih  .'v,,id  twenty-eighth  sections  of  the  act, 
Jftf-Jitled  '-An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
^•lishmeo^,"  approved  April  thirtieth,  one  ihou- 
'>:i^d  eight  hundred  and  ten,  and  the  first  and  sec- 
*'r*i  seciiorfs  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addi- 
id-Vn  to  ttiejact  regulating  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
^'iiment,"i  approved  February  twenty-seventh, 
^iwi  thousatid  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  the 
Jt)«rih  aDd|fifth  sections  of  the  same,  except  such 
IjaVis  as  n|late  to  steamboats,  their  masters,  or 
^itnagerSjMnd  persons  employed  on  board  the 
\p^,  be,  a^od  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 
.:gEC.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
jra  shall  i;;ke  effect  from  and  after  tb.Mhirty-first 
".W  of  Marrch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ifiteen.      r 

I- jApproviJ,  April  9,  1816. 


July  next,  at  the  following  places:   that  is  to  say, 
at   Portland,  in   the  District  of  Maine;  at  Ports- 
raouth,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire  ;  at  Bos- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ;  at  Providence 
la  the  Stale  of  Rhode  Island  ;  at  Middleiowu,  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut ;  at  Burlington,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont ;  at  New  York  in  the  State  of 
New  York  ;  at  New  Brunswick,  in  the  Stale  ol 
New  Jersey;   at   Philadelphia,  in    the   State  of 
Pennsylvania;  at   Wilmington,  in   the   State  of 
Delaware;  at  Baltimore,  in   the  Slate  of  Mary- 
land ;  at  Richmond,  in  ihe  State  of  Virginia  ;  at 
Lexington,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky;  at  Cincin- 
nati,  in   the   Stale  of  Onto;  at   Ralt-igh,  in  the 
Stale  ol  North  Carolina;  at   Nashville,  in   the 
State  of  Tennessee;  at  Charleston,  in  the  Slate 
of  South  Carolina;  at  Augusta,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia  ;  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  Slate  of  Louisi- 
ana ;  and  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. Andlhesaidsubscriptionsshallbeopened 
under  the  superintendence  cf  five  commissioners 
at   Philadelphia,  and  of  three  commisjioners  at 
each  of  the  other  places  aforesaid,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United   States,   who   is 
hereby  authorized   to   make  such   appointments 
and  shall  continue  open  every  day,  Irom  the  time 
of  opening  the  same,  between   the   hours  of  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  four  o'clock  in   the 
afternoon,  for  the  term  of  twenty  days,  exclusive 
of  Sundays,  when  the  same  shall  be  closed,  and 
immediately  thereafter  the  commissioners,  or  any 
two  of  them,  at   the  respective   places  aforesaid, 
shall  cause  two  transcripts  or  copies  of  such  sub- 
scriptions to  be  made,  one  of  which  they  shall 
send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  they 
shall  retain,  and  the  original  they  shall  transmit 
within  seven  days  from  the  closing  of  the  sub- 
scriptions as  aforesaid,  to  the  commissioners  at 
Philadelphia  aforesaid.     And   on   the   receipt  of 
the  said  original  subscriptions,  or  of  either  of  the 
said  copies  thereof,  if  the  original  be  lost,  mislaid, 
or  detained,  the  coraraissioners  at   Philadelphia 
aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  immedi- 
ately thereafter  convene,  and  proceed  to  take  an 
account  of  the  said  subscriptions.     And  if  more 
than  the  amount  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
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lars  shall  have  been  subscribed,  then  the  said  last 
mentioned  commissioners  shall  deduct  the  amount 
of  such  excess  from  ihe  largest  subscriptions,  in 
such  manner  as  that  no  subscription  shall  be  re- 
duced in  amount,  while  any  one  remains  larger: 
Provided.  That  if  the  subscriptions  taken  at  either 
of  the  places  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  three 
thousand  shares,  there  shall  be  no  reduction  of 
such  subscriptions,  nor  shall,  in  any  case,  the  sub- 
scriptions laken  at  either  of  ihe  places  aforesaid  be 
reduced  below  that  amount.  And  in  case  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  said  subscriptions  shall 
exceed  iwenly-eighl  millions  of  dollars,  the  said 
last  mentioned  commissioners,  after  having  ap- 
portioned the  same  as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  lists 
of  the  said  apportioned  subscriptions  lo  be  made 
out,  including  in  each  list  the  apportioned  sub- 
scription for  the  place  where  the  original  sub- 
scription was  made,  one  of  which  lists  they  shall 
transmit  to  the  commissioners  or  one  of  them, 
under  whose  superintendence  such  subscriptions 
^ere  originally  made,  that  the  subscribers  may 
thereby  ascertain  the  number  of  shares  to  them 
respectively  apportioned  as  aforesaid.  And  in 
case  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  said  sobscrip- 
tions  made  during  the  period  afores.iid,  at  all  the 
places  aforesaid,  shall  not  amount  lo  twenty-eight 
millions  of  dollars,  the  subscriptions  to  complete 
the  said  sum  shall  be  and  remain  open  at  Phila- 
delphia aforesaid,  under  ihe  superintendence  of 
the  coraraissioners  appointed  fur  thai  place  ;  and 
the  subscriptions  may  be  then  raade  by  any  indi- 
vidual, company, or  corporation,  for  any  number 
of  shares,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  ihe  amount 
required  to  complete  the  said  sum  of  twenty-eight 
millionti  of  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  individual,  company,  corpora- 
tion, or   State,  when    ihe  subscriptions   shall   be 
opened  as  h«!reinbefore  directed,  to  subscribe  for 
any  number  of  shares  of  ihe  capital  of  the  said 
bank,  not  exceeding   ihree    thousand   shares,  and 
the  sums  so  subscribed  shall  be  payable,  and  paid, 
in    ihe   manner   following:  that  is  to  say,  seven 
millions  of  dollars   thereof  in  gold  or  silver  coin 
of  ihe  United  Stales,  or  in  gold  coin  of  Spain,  or 
the  dominions  of  Spain,  at  the  rate  of  one  hun- 
dred cents  for  every  twenty-eight  grains  and  sixty 
hundredths  of  a  grain  of  the  actual  weight  thereof, 
or  in  other  foreign  gold  or  silver  coin  at  the  sev- 
eral rales  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  an  act 
regulating   the  currency  of  foreign  coins  in  the 
United  Stales,   passed   tenth   day   of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  and  twenty-one 
millions  of  dollars  ihereof  in  like   gold  or  silver 
coin,  or  in  the  funded   debt  of  the  United  States 
contracted  at  the  time  of  the  subscriptions  respec- 
tively.    And  the  payments  made  in  the  funded 
debt  of  the  United   Slates,  shall  be   paid  and  re- 
ceived at  the  following  rales:  that  is  to  say,  the 
funded  debt  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  at  the  nominal  or  par  value  thereof; 
the  funded  debt  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per 
ceoiuin  per  annum,  ai  the  rate  of  sixty-five  dol- 
lars for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  of  the 
nominal  amount   thereof;  and  the  funded  debt 


bearing  an  interest  of  seven  per  centum  per  an- 
num, at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  six  dollars 
and  fifty-one  cents,  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  of  the  nominal  amount  ihereof;  together 
with  the  amount  of  the  interest  accrued  on  the 
said  several  denominations  of  funded  debt,  (0  be 
computed  and  allowed  to  the  lime  of  subscribing 
the  same  to  ihe  capital  of  ihe  said  bank  as  afore- 
said. And  ihe  payments  of  the  said  subscriptions 
shall  be  made  and  completed  by  the  subscribers, 
respectively,  at  ihe  times  and  in  the  manner  foU 
lowing:  that  is  to  say,  at  the  lime  of  subscribinft 
there  shall  be  paid  five  dollars  on  each  share,  in 
gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-five 
dollars  more  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in  funded 
debt  as  aforesaid  ;  at  the  expiration  of  six  calen- 
dar months  after  the  time  of  subscribing,  there 
shall  be  paid  the  further  i>um  of  ten  dollars  on 
each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and 
twenty-five  dollars  more  in  coin  asaforesaid,  or  in 
funded  debt  asaforesaid  ;  at  the  expiration  of  twelve 
calendar  months  from  the  lime  of  subscribing, 
there  shall  be  paid  the  further  sum  of  ten  dollars, 
on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid, 
and  twenty-five  dollars  more,  in  coin  as  aforesaid, 
or  in  funded  debt  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  the 
time  of  subscribing  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank 
as  aforesaid,  each  and  every  subscriber  shall  de- 
liver to  the  commissioners,  at  the  place  of  sub- 
scribing, as  well  the  amount  of  their  subscriptions 
respectively  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  as  the  certificates 
of  funded  debi,  for  the  funded  debt  proportions  of 
their    respective   subscriptions,  together    with  a 
power  of  attorney,  authorizing  the  said  commis- 
sioners, or  a  majority  of  them,  to  transfer  the  said 
slock,  in  due  form  of  law  to    ''  the  president,  di- 
rectors, and  company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,"  as  soon  as  ihe  said  bank  shall  be  organ- 
ized.    Provided  always,  That  if.  in  consequence 
of  the  apportionment  of  the  shares  in  the  capital 
of  the  said   bank  among  the  subscribers,  in  the 
case,  and    in    the  manner,  hereinbefore  provided, 
any  subscriber  shall  have  delivered  to  the  com- 
missioners, at   the   lime  of  subscribing,  a  greater 
amount  of  gold  or  silver  coin  and  funded  debt 
than  shall  be  necessary  to  complete  the  payments 
for  ihe  share  or  shares  to  such  subscribers,  appor- 
tioned as  aforesaid,  ihe  commissioners  shall  only 
retain  so  much  of  the  said  gold  or  silver  coin, 
and  funded  debt,  a*?  shall  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete such  payments,  and  shall,  forthwith,  return 
ihe  surplus  ihereof,  on  application  for  the  same 
to  the  subscribers  lawfully  eniiiled  thereto.     And 
the   commissioners,  respectively,  shall   deposite 
the  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  certificates  of  public 
debt  by  them   respectively  received  as  aforesaid 
from   the  subscribers  to  the  capital  of  the  said 
bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safe  keeping,  so 
tb'at  the  same  may  and  shall  be  specially  delivered 
and  transferred,  as  the  same  were  by  them  respec- 
tively  received,  :o   the  president,  directors,  and 
company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  or  to 
iheir  order,  as  soon  as  shall  be  required  after  the 
organization  of  the  said  bank.     And  ihesaid  com- 
missioners appointed  to  superintend  the  subscrip- 
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^  »ions  to  yie  capital  ot  the  said  bank  as  aforesaid, 
m  -Jhall  recifive  a  reasonable  compeosation  for  their 
^  liervices  /espec«i?ely,  and  shall  be  allowed  all 
i  |easonab.'e  charges  and  expenses  incurred  in  the 
X'|xecutioi|  of  their  trust,  to  be  paid  by  the  presi- 
£  lent,  dir'.ctors,  and  company,  of  the  bank,  out  of 
T  the  fundi  thereof. 

g"  Sec.  i\  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
trfhall  be  lawful  for  the  United  States  to  pay  and 
5  »edeem  tjie  funded  debt  subscribed  to  the  capital 
i  If  the  svid  bank,  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  in  such 
i  |ums,  anj<  at  such  tiraes,  as  shall  be  deemed  ei- 
^  |edient,  ^ny thing  in  any  act  or  acts  of  Congress 

!\)  the  coiitrary  thereof  notwithstanding.  And  it 
iiall  alsf  be  lawful  for  the  president,  directors, 
•  iod  conajfany,  of  the  said  bank,  to  sell  and  trans- 
C.  jr  for  eo)d  and  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  the  funded 
C  (Lbt  sQb&J-ribed  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as 
^'oresaidi  Provided  al'wayg.  That  they  shall  not 
s^ll  rnore^  thereof  than  the  sum  of  two  millions 
"''dollars^in  any  one  year;  nor  sell  any  part  there- 
at any%tirae  within  the  United  States,  without 
iJreTiouslv-  giving  notice  of  their  intention  to  the 
^ecretar^of  the  Treasury,  and  offering  the  same 
Ky  the  Ojiited  States  for  the  period  of  fifteen 
^ys,  at  Last,  at  the  current  price,  not  exceeding 
;*t^e  rates  ^foresaid. 
|, .  Sec.  ^.^And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  at  the 
irijening  tf"  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
,r'-lid  bank  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
|-?tbscribe,-or  cause  to  be  subscribed,  on  behalf  of 
it'eUniie'^  States,  the  said  number  of  seventy 
|j|ousand  ,shares.  amounting  to  seven  millions  of 
^dftllars  as  raforesaid,  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  .silver 

Jc4in,  or  i«  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing 
it  terest  at.:he  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum  ; 
>i  d  if  payjneni  thereof  or  of  any  part  thereof,  be 
Jni  ide  in  jjjblic  stock,  bearing  interest  as  afore- 
^5s  d,  the  s|id  interest  shall  be  payable  quarterly, 
tti;  coraraeAce  from  the  time  of  making  such  pay- 
•(I.  fnt  on  account  of  the  said  subscription,  and  the 
!p  incipal  ^l  the  said  stock  shall  be  redeemable  in 
*r.  y  suras. ^tnd  at  any  periods,  which  the  Govern- 
fii,>'nt  shal>  deem  fit.  And  the  Secretary  of  the 
ilteasury  ^hall  cause  the  certificates  of  such  pub- 
^(j  slock  ^)  be  prepared,  and  made  in  the  usual 
i4'c*m,  and^bhall  pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 
-  ^^jjjesident.jdirectors,  and  company,  of  the  said 
Jb^k  on  ifie  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
^eiAfht  hun«lred  and  seventeen,  which  said  stock  it 
^\%\\\  be  l;^wful  for  the  said  president,  directors, 
fAjd  company,  to  sell  and  transfer  for  <»old  and 
^;^ver  coiiv  or  bullion  at  their  discretion  :  Provi- 
i.di^d,  They  shall  not  sell  more  than  two  millions 
^.oijdollars  ihereof  in  any  one  year. 
I  ^Ec.  7.>And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
j3i/)scriberj  to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States 
^rAraeric,.,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be 
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tain,  to  them  and  their  successors,  lands,  rents 
tenements,   hereditaments,   goods,   chattels,   and 
effect-s,  of  whatsoever  kind,   nature,  and  quality 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  fifty- 
five  millions  of  dollars,  including  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  aforesaid  ;  and  the  same  lo  sell 
grant,  demise,  alien  or  dispose  of;  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  plead   and    be   impleaded,  answer   and  be 
answered,  defend  and   be  defended,  in  all   State 
courts  having  competent  jurisdiction,  and  in  any 
circuit  court  of  the  United   State?:  and  also  to 
make,   have,  and  use,  a  common    seal,  and    the 
same  to  break,  alter,  and   renew,  at  their  pleaa- 
ure :  and  also  to  ordain,  establish,  and  put  iq  exe- 
cution, such  by-laws,  and  ordinances,  and  regula- 
tions, as  they  shall  deem  necessary  and  conveni- 
enl  for  the  government  of  the  said  corporation, 
not  being  contrary  to  the  constitution  thereof,  or 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates;  and  generally 
to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  the  acts,  mat- 
ters, and  things,  which  to  them  it  shall  or  may 
appertain  to  do  ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  rules, 
regulations,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  provis- 
ions, hereinafter  prescribed  and  declared. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, there  shall    be  twenty-five  directors,  fi^ve 
of  whom,  being  stockholders,  bhall  he  annually 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, not  more  than  three  of  whom  shall   be  resi- 
dents of  any  one   State;  and    twenty  of  whom 
shall  be  annually  elected  at  the  banking-house  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  in    each    year,  by   the  qualified   stock- 
holders of  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  other  than 
the  United    Slates,  and   by  a  plurality  cf  votes 
then  aiid  there  actually  given,  according  to  the 
scale  of  voting  hereinafter  prescribed  :   Provided 
a/tf ay<.  That  no  person,  being  a  director  in  ttie 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  its  branches. 
shall  be  a  director  of  any  other  bank  ;  and  should 
any  such  director  act  as  a  director  in  any  other 
bank,  It  shall  forthwith  vacate  his  appointment 
in  the  direction  of  the  Bank  of  the  Un»ied  Stales, 
And  the  directors,  j-o  duly  appointed  and  elected, 
shall  be  capable  of  serving,  by  virtue  of  such  ap-' 
pointraent  and  choice,  from   the  first  Monday  m 
ihe  monih  of  January  of  each  year,  until  the  end 
and  expiration  of  the  first  Monday  in  the  month 
of  January  of  the  year  next  ensuing  the  time  of 
each  annual  election  to  be  held  by  the  stockhold- 
ers as  aforesaid.     And  the  board  of  direetorj»,  an- 
nually, at  the  first  meeting  after  iheir  election  in 
each  and  every  year,  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of 
the  directors  to  be  president  of  the  corporation, 
who  shall  hold  the  said  otfice  during  the  same 
period  for  which  the  directors  are  appointed  and 


'?  *'\'^{';f^y'^^**'^'^.  a  corporation  and  body  '  elected   as   aforesaid:    Provided  alJo,  That   ihe 


k>(?(itic,  by;ihe  name  and  style  of  "The  president. 
Jteciors,  ;,Dd  company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
9fites,"  aiSd  shall  so  continue  until  the  third  day 
lli^ March, jin  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
.v'«d  and  vhirty-six,  and  by  that  name  shall  be. 
.ai,d  are  ht^reby,  made  able  and  capable,  in  law,  to 
;^ve,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy,  and  re- 


first  appointment  and  election  of  the  directors 
and  president  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  at  the 
time  and  for  the  period  hereinafier  declared; 
And  provided  alto,  That  in  case  it  should  at  any 
time  happen  that  an  appointment  or  election  of 
directors,  or  an  election  of  the  president  of  the 
said  bank,  should  not  be  so  made  as  lo  lake  effect 
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on  any  day  when,  in  pursuance  of  this  act.  they 
ought  to  lake  effect,  the  said  corporation  shall 
not.  for  that  cause,  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved; 
but  It  shall  be  lawful  at  any  other  time  to  make 
such  appointments,  and  to  bold  such  elections, 
(as  ihe  ibse  may  be,)  and  the  manner  of  holding 
the  elections  shall  be  regulated  by  the  by-laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation  :  and  un- 
til such  appointments  or  elections  be  made,  the 
directors  and  president  of  the  said  bank,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  continue  in  office  :  And  provided 
alto,,  That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or 
removal,  of  the  president  of  the  said  corporation, 
the  directors  shall  proceed  lo  elect  another  presi- 
dent from  the  directors  as  aforesaid:  and  in  case 
of  the  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the 
United  Slates,  or  removal  of  a  director  from  ofllce, 
the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  by  the  stockholders,  as 
the  case  may  be.  But  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  alone  shall  have  power  to  remove  any 
of  the  directors  appointed  by  him  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  as  soon 
as  the  sum  of  eight  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  in  the 
public  debt,  shall  have  been  actually  received  on 
account  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank  (exclusively  of  the  subscription  afore- 
said, on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates)  notice 
thereof  shall  be  given  by  the  persons  under  whose 
superintendence  the  subscriptions  shall  have  been 
made  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  at  least  two 
newspapers  printed  in  each  of  the  places  (if  so 
many  be  printed  in  such  places  respectively) 
where  subscriptions  shall  have  been  made,  and 
the  said  persons  shall,  al  the  same  time,  and  in 
like  manner,  notify  a  time  and  place  wiihio  the 
said  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  distance  of  at 
least  thirty  days  from  ihe  tune  of  such  notifica- 
tion, for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  twenty 
directors  as  aforesaid,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
such  election  to  be  then  and  there  made.  And 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  is  hereby  au- 
thorized, during  the  present  session  of  Congresjj, 
lo  nominate,  and,  by  and  tTiih  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint,  five  directors 
of  the  said  bank,  though  not  stockholders,  any- 
thing in  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  the  contrary 
DutwuhkiandiDg ;  and  the  persons  who  shall  be 
elected  and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the 
fir.'^'t  directors  of  the  said  bank,  and  shall  proceed 
to  elect  one  of  the  directors  to  be  president  of  the 
saiJ  bank;  and  the  directors  and  president  of  the 
said  bank,  so  appointed  and  elected  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  capable  of  serving  in  their  respective 
office,  by  viriue  thereof,  until  the  end  and  expira- 
tion of  the  first  Monday  of  the  month  of  January 
next  ensuing  the  said  appointments  and  elections, 
and  they  shall  ihen  and  thenceforth  commence, 
and  coolinue  the  operations  of  the  said  bank,  at 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
directors,  lor  ihe  lime  being,  shall  have  power  lo 
appoint  such  officers,  clerks,  and  servants,  under 
them,  as  shall  be  necessary  fur  executing  the  busi- 
nass  of  ihe  said  corporation,  and  to  allow  them 


such  compensation  for  their  services,  respect- 
ively, as  shall  be  reasonable ;  and  shall  be  capable 
of  exercising  such  other  powers  and  authorities 
for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  ihc  officers 
of  the  said  corporation  as  shall  be  prescribed, 
fixed,  and  determined,  by  the  laws,  regulations, 
and  ordinances,  of  the  same. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  rules,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  pro- 
visions, shall  form  and  be  fundamental  articles  of 
the  constitution  of  the  said  corporation,  lo  wit: 

1.  The  number  of  votes  lo  which  the  stock- 
holders shall  be  entitled,  in  voting  for  directors, 
shall  be  according  to  the  number  of  shares  he, 
she,  or  they,  respectively,  shall  hold,  in  the  pro- 
portions following,  that  is  to  say,  for  one  share 
and  not  more  than  two  shares,  one  vote ;  for  every 
two  shares  above  two,  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one 
vote;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten,  and  not 
exceeding  thirty,  one  vote;  for  every  six  shares 
above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vole ; 
for  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred,  one  vote  ;  and  for  every  ten 
shares  above  one  hundred,  one  vole;  but  no  per- 
son, copartnership,  or  body  politic,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  greaier  number  than  thirty  votes;  and 
after  the  first  election,  no  share  or  shares  shall 
confer  a  right  of  voting,  which  shall  not  have 
been  holden  three  calendar  months  previous  to  the 
day  of  election.  And  stockholders  actually  resi- 
dent within  the  United  Stales,  and  none  other, 
may  vole  in  elections  by  proxy. 

2.  Not  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  directors 
elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  not  more  than 
four-fil'ihs  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  ihe  United  States,  who  shall  be  in  office 
at  the  lime  of  an  annaal  election,  shall  be  elected 
or  appointed  for  the  next  succeeding  year;  and 
no  director  shall  hold  his  office  more  than  three 
years  out  of  four  ia  succession  ;  but  the  director 
who  shall  be  the  president  at  the  time  of  an  elec- 
tion may  always  be  reappointed  or  re-elected,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

3.  None  but  a  stockholder,  resident  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  a  director ;  nor  shall 
a  director  be  entitled  to  any  emolument ;  but  the 
directors  may  make  such  compensation  to  the 
president,  for  his  extraordinary  attendance  at  the 
bank,  as  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable. 

4.  Not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  consti- 
tute a  board  for  the  transaction  of  business,  of 
whom  the  president  shall  always  be  one.  except 
in  case  of  sickness  or  necessary  absence  ;  in  wbiek 
case  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  any  other  di- 
rector whom  he,  by  writing,  under  bis  band, 
shall  depute  for  that  purpose.  And  the  director 
so  deputed  may  do  and  transact  all  the  necessary 
business,  belonging  lo  the  office  of  the  president 
of  the  said  corporation,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  sickness  or  necessary  absence  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

5.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  six- 
ty, who,  loge'her,  shall  be  proprietors  of  one 
thousand  shares  or  upwards,  shall  have  power  at 
any  lime  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders, for  purposes  relative  to  the  institution, 
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'  ♦giTing  il  least  ten  week>'  notice  in  two  public 
^  Miewjpajifrs  of  the  place  where  the  bank  is  sealed, 
'^  jflnd  spejifyin?  in  such  notice  the  object  or  ob- 
jects ofiiuch  meeting. 
6.  Ea^'h  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters 


required  to 
to  the  sat- 
ot  less  than 
condition  for  his 


4  jupon  thr-  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be 
i>,  cive  boijd,  with  two  or  more  sureties, 
J.  (sfactioff  of  the  directors,  in  a  sum  nc 
""■  ^fty  thoiJ^and   dollars,    with  a 
.  *   tood  bejiaviour.  and   the  faithful  performance  of 
i^ifiis  duties  to  the  corporation. 
i   «    7.  TW,   lands,  tenements,  and    hereditaments, 
f   fwhich  i'  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation 
1  \o  hold,  j-hail  be  only  such  as  shall   be  requisite 
|-  |or  Its  iifiraediate  accommodation   in  relation  to 
'    jhe  convenient  transacting  of  its  business,  and 
i   ^uch  as  jihall  have  been  bona  fide  mortgaged  to 
I    |t  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in  saiis- 
^dction   ivf    debts    previously    contracted    in   the 
•  curse  0.'  its  dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales,  upon 
•:  ^udgraer^ts  which  shall   hare  been  obtained   for 

J  such  deljis. 
.  •  8.  Th4;  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said 
porporatjon  shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by 
*)ond.  bi|fl.  note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above 
-  |he  debt.or  debts  due  for  money  deposited  in  thei) 
I;,  viank.  sh%ll  not  exceed  the  sum  of  thirty-fire  mil- 
jj  4ions  oDdollars,  unless  the  contracting  of  any 
rVreater  (J;ebt  shall  have  neen  previously  author- 
^,^ed  by  Uw  of  the  United  States.  In  case  of  ex- 
ess,  the'vdi rectors  under  whose  administration  it 


I 


%  Jhall  hajrpen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their 
\  jaiural  c-*)d  private  capacities;  and  an  action 
^    ^ebt  raaj  in  such  case  be  brought  against   th« 
I  ^r  any  oi  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  ex 


of 

era, 

xec- 

•  jMors,  or.  administrators,  in  any  court  of  record 
V  4f  the  Ujiited  States,  or  either  of  them,  by  any 
^..ypd'tor  "ff  creditors  of  the  said  corporation,  and 
jirJiay  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution, 
.^.'(Cny  condition,  covenant,  or  agreement  to  the  con- 
J^irary  not»vithstanding.     But   this  provisioti  shall 

tnot  be  ciinstrued  to  exempt  the  said  corporation 
or  the  laijds,  tenements,  goods,  or  chattels  of  the 
ii^jirae  frowa  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable 
**  with,  the'said  excess.  Such  of  the  said  directors, 
^Mrhu  raa^  have  been  absent  when  the  said  excess 

•  '^as  contracted  or  created,  or  who  may  have  dis 
;^i^nted  fiipra  the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the 
I  .♦me  w**  so  contracted  or  created,  may  respec- 
f'ljrely  ex()nerate  themselves  from  being  so  liable, 
^  liy  forthfiih  giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of 
»  their  ab<?nce  or  dissent,  to  the  President  of  the 
J  ynited  Spates,  and  to  the  stockholders,  at  a  gen- 
>■  tjral  meejinj,  which  they  shall  have 
V^""  for  tliat  purpose. 
J;i9.  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or 

^Ijid i recti y,  deal  or  trade  in  anything  except  bills 

\'i^  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale 

'.Sf  goods -i-ea II y  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent 

rjnd    not  "redeemed  in  due  time,  or  goods  which 

I  :;^all  be  ttie  proceeds  of  its  lands.     It  shall  not  be 

J  -,^  liberty  to  purchase  any  public    debt  whatso- 

j^,«ver,  nor  -^hall  it  take  more  than  at  the  rate  of 

.'^x  per  centum  per  annum   for  or  upon  its  loans 

or  discounts. 

J  ^  10.  No  loan  shall  be  made  by  the  said  corpora- 

.«'  i 
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to 
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lion,  for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the  QoTern- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  to  an  amount  exceed- 
ing hve  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  of  nx\f 
particular  State,  to  an  amount  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  or  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
State,  unless  previously  authorized  by  a  law  of 
the  United  States, 

11.  The  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be 
assignable  and  transferrable,  according  to  such 
rules  as  shall  be  instituted  in  that  behalf,  by  the 
laws  and  ordinance^  of  the  same. 

12.  The  bills,  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under 
the  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  which  shall  be 
made  to   any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  assigna- 
ble by  endorsement  thereupon,  under  the  hand  or 
hands  of  such  person  or   persons,  and  his,  her  or 
their  executors  or  administrators,  and  his,  her  or 
their  8s«iignee  or   assignees,  and  so  as  absolutely 
to  transfer  and  vest  the  property  thereof  in  each 
and  every  assignee  or  assignees  successively, and 
to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees,  and  his,  her 
or  their  executors  or  administrators,  to  maintain 
an  action  thereupon  in  his.  her  or  their  own  name 
or  names:  Provided,  That  said  corporation  shall 
not  make  any  bill  obligatory,  or  of  credit,  or  oihei 
obligation  under   its  seal   (or  the   payment  of  a 
sum  less   than    five   thousand   dollars.     And    the 
bills  or  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  the 
said  corporation,    signed   by  the    president,    and 
countersigned  by  the  principal  cashier  or  treasu- 
rer thereof,  promising  the  payment  of  money  to 
any  person  or  persons,  his,  her  or  their  order,  or 
to  bearer,  although  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said 
corporation,  shall  be  bindingand  obligatory  upon 
the  same,  in  like  manner,  and  with  like  force  and 
effect,  as  upon  any    private  person  or  persons,  if 
issued   by  him,  her  or  them,  in  his,   her  or  their 
private   or  natural   capacity  or   capacities,   and 
shall  be  assignable  and  negotiable  in  like  manner 
as  if  they  were  so  issued  by  such  private  person 
or  persons  ;  that  is  to  say.  those  which  shall  be 
payable  to  any  pprsonor  person*,  his,  her  or  their 
order,  shall  be  a-signable  by  endorsement,  in  like 
manner,  and  with   the  like  effect  as  foreign  bills 
of  exchange  now  are;  and  those  which  a"re  pay- 
able to  bearer  shall  be  assignable  and  negotiable 
by  delivery  only:  Prorit/^d.That  all  bills  or  notes, 
so  to  be  issued  by  said  corporation,  shall  be  made 
payable  on  demand,   other  than  bills  or  notes  for 
the  payment  of  a  sum  not  less  than  ont;  hundred 
dollars  each,  and  payable   to  the  order  of  some 
person  or  persons,  which  bills  or  noten  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  said  corporation   to   make  payable  at 
any  time  not  exceeding  sixty  days  from  the  date 
thereof. 

13.  Half-yearly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so 
much  of  the  profits  of  the  bank  as  shall  appear  to 
the  directors  advisable  ;  and  once  in  every  three 
years  the  directors  shall  lay  before  the  stockhol- 
ders, at  a  general  meeting,  for  their  information, 
an  exact  and  particular  statement  of  the  debts 
which  shall  have  remained  unpaid  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  original  credit,  for  a  period  of 
treble  the  term  of  that  credit,  and  of  the  surplus 
of  the  profits,  if  any,  after  deducting  losses  and 
dividends.     If  there  shall  be  a  failure  in  the  pay- 
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ment  of  any  part  of  any  sum  subscribeid  to  the 
capital  of  the  said  hank,  by  any  person,  copart- 
nership or  body  politic,  the  party  fa;ling  shall 
lose  ihe  benefit  of  any  dividend  which  may  have 
accrued  prior  to  the  time  for  making  such  pay- 
ment, and  during  the  delay  of  the  same. 

14.  The  directors  of  the  said  corporation  shall 
establish  a  competent  office   of  discount  and  de- 

fiosite  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  whenever  any 
aw  of  the  United  Slates  .shall  require  such  an 
establishment;  also  one  such  office  of  discount 
and  depoMte  in  any  Stale  in  which  two  thousand 
shares  shall  have  been  subscribed  or  may  be 
held,  whenever,  upon  application  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  such  State,  Conzress  may,  by  law,  re- 
quire the  same  :  Provided,  the  directors  aforesaid 
shall  not  be  bound  to  establish  such  office  before 
the  whole  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  shall  have 
been  paid  up.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  di- 
rectors of  the  said  corporation  to  establish  offices 
of  discount  and  deposite,  wheresoever  they  shall 
think  fit,  wiihin  the  United  States  or  the  Terri- 
tories thereof,  and  to  commit  the  management  of 
the  said  offices,  and  the  business  thereof,  respec- 
tively, to  such  persons,  and  under  such  regula- 
tions, as  they  shall  deem  proper,  not  being  con- 
trary to  law  or  the  constitution  of  the  bank.  Or, 
instead  of  establishing  such  offices,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  said  corporation, 
from  time  to  lime,  to  employ  any  oiher  bank  or 
banks,  to  be  first  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  at  any  place  or  places  ihai  they 
may  deem  safe  and  proper,  to  manage  and  trans- 
act the  busine.'s  proposed  as  aforesaid,  other  than 
for  the  purposes  of  discount,  to  be  managed  and 
transacted  by  such  offices,  under  such  agree- 
ments, and  subject  to  such  regulations,  as  they 
shall  deem  just  and  i^roper.  Not  more  than  thir- 
teen, nor  Ifss  than  seven  managers  or  directors, 
of  every  office  established  as  aloresaid.  shall  be 
annually  appointed  by  the  directors  of  the  bank, 
to  serve  one  year;  they  shall  choose  a  president 
from  their  own  number  ;  each  of  them  shall  be  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  the 
State,  Territory,  or  district,  wherein  such  office 
IS  established  ;  and  not  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  said  managers  or  directors,  in  office  at  the 
time  of  an  annual  appointment,  shall  be  reap- 
pointed for  ilie  next  succeeding  year  ;  and  no  di- 
rector shall  hold  his  office  more  than  three  years 
out  of  four,  in  succession  ;  but  the  president  may 
be  always  reappointed. 

15.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  fur- 
nished, from  lime  to  lime,  as  often  as  he  may  re- 
quire, not  exceeding  once  a  week,  with  state- 
ments of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  corporation  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the 
same  ;  of  the  moneys  deposited  therein  ;  of  the 
notes  in  circublion,  and  of  the  specie  in  hand  ; 
and  shall  have  a  right  to  in>pect  such  general 
accounts  in  the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relate 
10  the  said  statement :  Provided,  That  this  shall 
noi  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting 
the  account  of  any  private  individual  or  indivi- 
duals with  the  banic. 


16.  No  stockholder,  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  shall  vote  in  the  choice  of  di- 
rectors. 

17.  No  note  shall  be  issued  of  less  amount 
than  five  dollars. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  furl  fier  enacted,  That  if  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  person  or  persons,  for  or 
to  the  use  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  bay- 
ing or  selling  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  com- 
modities whatsoever,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  all  and  every  person  and  persons  by 
whom  any  order  or  direction  for  so  dealing  or 
trading  shall  have  been  given  ;  and  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  who  shall  have  been  con- 
cerned as  parties  or  agents  therein,  shall  forfeit 
and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, and  commodities  in  which  such  dealing 
and  trade  shall  have  been,  one-half  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  be  recovered  in 
any  action  of  law  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  If 
the  said  corporation  shall  advance  or  lend  any 
sum  of  money  for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates,  to  an  amount 
exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  or  of 
any  particular  State,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ;  or  of  any  foreign  Prince 
or  State,  (unless  previously  authorized  thereto  by 
a  law  of  the  United  States.)  all  and  every  person 
and  persons,  by  and  with  who>e  order,  agree- 
ment, consent,  approbation, and  connivance,  such 
unlawful  advance  or  loan  shall  have  been  made, 
upon  conviction  thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay.  for 
every  such  offence,  treble  the  value  or  amount  of 
ihe  sum  or  sums  which  have  been  so  unlawfully 
advanced  or  lent;  one-fifih  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  informer,  and  the  residue  thereof  lo  the  use 
of  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
bills  or  notes  of  the  said  corporaiion  originally 
made  payable,  or  which  shall  have  become  paya- 
ble on  demand,  shall  be  receivable  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  Slates,  unless  otherwise  di- 
rected by  act  of  Congress. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  du- 
ring  the  continuance  of  this  act,  and  whenever 
required   by  the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
said  corporation  shall  give   the   necessary  facili- 
ties for  transferring  (he  public  funds  from  place 
to  place,  wiihin  the  United  States,  or  the  Terri- 
tories  thereof,  and   for  distributing  the  same  in 
payment  of  the  public  creditors,  without  charging 
commissions  or  claiming  allowance  on  account 
of  difference  in  exchange,  and  shall  also  do  and 
perform  the  several  and  respective  duties  of  the  , 
Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  several  States, 
or  of  any  one   or  more  of  them,  whenever  re- 
quired by  law. 

Sec.  16.  Atid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United  Stales,  in 
places  in  which  the  said  bank  and  branches  there- 
of may  be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank 
or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  at  any  lime  otherwise  order  and 
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i.ect ;  in  which  case  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
ry  shall  immediately  lay  before  Congress,  if  Id 
|4sion,  an^   if  not,  immediately  after  the  com- 
m^DcemeDi  of  the  next  session,  the  reasoas  of 
jujjh  order  or  direction. 
S^Bec.  \1.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
''^I^d  corporAiioQ  shall  not  at  any  time  suspend  or 
j\-fuse  payment  in  gold  and  silver,  of  any  of  its 
les,   biiit,  or   obligations;  nor  of  any  moneys 
[eived  upon  deposite  in  said  bank,  or  in  any  of 
[offices  ci(  discount  and   deposite.     And  if  the 
Id  corpoi'jlion  shall   at  any  time  refuse  or  ne- 
'Ct  to  pair  on  demand  any  bill,  note  or  obliga- 
^i|n  issued;  by  the  corporation,  according  to  the 
itract,    promise,   or   undertaking    therein    ex- 
j-ssed  J  of  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  de- 
i^nd  any«moneys  received   in  said   bank,  or  in 
\^tP^  of  lU  i>ffices  aforesaid,  on  deposite,  to  the 
t  jIntsod   or  «persons  entitled   to  receive  the  same, 
|>rn,  and  Jn  every  such  case,  the  holder  of  any 
>u;h  note, a)ill,  or  obligation,  or  the  person  or  per- 
ils entiilj-d  to  demand  and  receive  such  moneys 
\   aforesai.l,  shall  respectively  be  entitled  lo  re- 
S^^Mve  and  recover  interest  on  the  said  bills,  notes, 
>  iitdigationr,  or  moneys^,  until  the  same  shall  be 

*  «fly  paid  jind  satisfied,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per 
^e^itum  pei  annum  from  the  time  of  such  demand 

•  jyrJ  aforesaid  :  Provided,  That  Congress  may  at 
"S^  l'"^^  hereafter  enact  laws  enforcing  and  reg- 
Sirfting  the  recovery  of  the  amouui  of  the  notes, 
■0iUs.  obligntions,  or  other  debts,  of  which  pay- 
&i(nt  shall  have  been  refused  as  aforesaid,  with 
^J  rate  o|  interest  abovementioned,  vesting  ju- 
^yj^ictioQ  for  that  purpose  in  any  courts,  either 
M'law  or.  equity,  of  the  courts  of  the   United 

liate.s,  or. -Territories  thereof,  or  of  the  several 
flutes,  as  Ciiey  may  deem  expedient. 

*Bec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
■y  perso^  shall  falsely  make,  lorge  or  counter- 
.t,  or  cai;se  or  procure  lo  be  falsely  made,  forged 
ij^rf  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in 
•D^ely  making,  lorging  or  counteifeiting  any  bill 
V'note  in  limitation  ot  or  purporting  to  be  a  bill 
Wr  oote  issued  by  order  of  the  president,  directors. 
-V^  compifoy  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  order  or 
rii^iifck  on  ihe  said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any 
whier  thtteof;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or 
>cure  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or 
fist  10  faisely  altering  any  bill  or  note  issued  by 
r,jer  of  iIk  president,  directors,  and  company  of 
iif  said  bagok,  or  any  order  or  check  on  the  said 
'')Lt^k  or  cSrporatioo,  or  any  cashier  thereof;  or 
ihfll  pass,i  utter  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass 
^^jer  or  fiublish  as  true,  any  false,  lorged,  or 
interfei&id  bill  or  note,  purporiing  to  be  a  bill 
r.-Qote  issued  by  order  of  the  president,  directors, 
i'd  company  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  false, 
^jiijged,  or  counterfeited  order  or  check  upon  the 
ti|d  bank  csr  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof, 
ji^owing  tlje  same  to  be  falsely  forged  or  coun- 
■Jt|feiied  J  ^r  shall  pass,  utter  or  publish,  or  ai- 
ipt  to  Piss,  utter  or  publish,  as  true,  any  false- 
liiered  ^ill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  prea- 
fOt,  direi^»t8rs,  and  company  of  the  said  hank, 
jf»any  faUvly  altered  orde/  or  check  on  the  ^aid 
i  ^l'^^  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof,  know- 


ing the  same  to  be  falsely  altered  with  inteniioB 
to  defraud  the  said  corporation  or  any  other  body 
politic  or  person;  or  shall  sell,  utter  or  deliver, 
or  cause  to  be  sold,  uttered  or  delivered,  any 
forged  or  counterfeit  note  or  bill  in  imitation,  or 
purporiing  to  be  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  bank,  know- 
ing the  same  to  be  false,  forged,  or  counterteited  ; 
every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  aad,  Iwing  thereof  convicted  by 
due  course  of  law.  shall  be  sentenced  lo  be  im- 
prisoned and  kept  to  labor  for  not  less  than  three 
years,  oor  more  than  tea  years,  or  shall  be  ina- 
prisoned  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  fined  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars:  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
deprive  the  courts  of  the  individual  Stales  of  a 
jurisdiction  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States, 
over  any  offence  declared  punishable  by  this  act. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  person  shall  make  or  engrave,  or  cause,  or 
procure  to  be  made  or  engraved,  or  shall  have  in 
his  custody  or  possession,  any  metallic  plate,  en- 
graved after  the  similitude  of  any  plate  from 
which  any  notes  or  bills,  is.sued  by  the  said  cor- 
poration, shall  have  been  printed,  with  inteoi  to 
use  such  plate,  or  to  cause,  or  suffer  the  same  to 
be  used  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the 
notes  or  bills  issued  by  said  corporation  ;  or  shall 
have  in  his  custody  or  possession,  any  blank  note 
or  notes,  bill  or  bills,  engraved  and  primed  after 
the  similitude  of  any  notes  or  bills  issued  by  said 
corporation,  with  intent  to  use  such  blanks,  or 
cause,  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used  in  forging  or 
counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  or  bills  is.sued  by 
the  said  corporation  ;  or  shall  have  in  his  custody 
or  possession,  any  paper  adapted  to  the  making 
of  bank  notes  or  bills,  and  similar  to  the  paper 
upon  which  any  notes  or  bills  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  have  been  issued,  with  intent  lo  use 
such  paper,  or  cautie,  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used 
in  forging  or  counterleiting  any  of  itie  note*  or 
bills  issued  by  the  said  corporation,  every  nuch 
person,  being  thereof  convicted,  by  due  course  of 
law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  impnsoued,  and 
kept  to  hard  labor,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  live 
years,  or  shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding five  years,  and  fiued  in  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  dollars. 

Sbc.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  la 
consiileratioD  of  the  exclusive  privileges  and 
benefits  conferred  by  this  act  upon  the  said  bank, 
the  pre^tident,  directors,  and  company  thereof^ 
shall  pay  to  the  United  States,  out  of  the  corpo- 
rate lutids  thereof,  the  sum  of  one  million  and 
five  hundred  thousand  dullirs,  in  three  equal  pay- 
ments ;  that  IS  to  say;  five  hondred  thousand 
dollars  at  the  expiration  of  two  years ;  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  ut  the  expiration  of  three 
years  ;  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the 
expiration  of  four  years  after  the  said  bank  shall 
be  organized,  and  commence  its  operatioQs  in  the 
manner  hereinbefore  provided. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
other  bank  shall  be  esiat;lishfd  by  any  future  law 
of  the  United  Stales  during  the  continuance  of 
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the  corporation  hereby  created,  for  which  the 
faith  o^  the  United  Stales  is  hereby  pledged: 
Provided,  Congress  may  renew  existing  char- 
ters for  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  not 
increasing  the  capital  thereof,  and  may  also  es- 
tablish any  other  bank  or  banks  in  said  District, 
with  capitals  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  six 
millions  of  dollars,  if  they  shall  deem  it  expedi- 
ent. And,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  the  said  corporation  is  created,  it 
shall  be  lawful  lo  use  the  corporate  name,  style, 
and  capacity,  for  the  purpose  of  suits  for  the 
final  settlement  and  liquidauun  of  the  affairs  and 
accounts  of  the  corporation  and  for  the  sale  and 
disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and 
mixed;  but  not  for  any  other  purpose,  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatsoever,  nor  for  a  period  exceed- 
ing two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
term  of  incorporatio.n. 

Sec  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
subscriptions  and  payments  to  said  bank  shall 
not  be  made  and  completed  so  as  to  enable  the 
same  to  commence  its  operations,  or  if  the  said 
bank  shall  not  commence  its  operations  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  then,  and  in 
that  case,  Congres.^  may,  at  any  time,  within 
twelve  months  thereafter,  declare,  by  law,  this 
act  null  and  void. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall,  at   all  limes,  be  lawful  fur  a  committee  of 
either    House    of   Congress,    appointed    for    that 
purpose,  to  inspect  the   books,  and    to  examine 
into   the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby 
created,  and   to   report  whether  the  provisions  of 
this  charier  have  been,  by  the  same,  violated  or 
not  ;  and  whenever  any  committee,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  find  and  report,  or  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
charter   has   been   violated,  it   may  be  lawful  for 
Congress  to   direct,  or  the    President  to  order  a 
gcire facial  to  be  sued  out  of  the  circuit  court  of 
the  dis<ricl  of  Pennsylvania,  in  ihe  name  of  the 
United  States,  (which  shall  be  executed  upon  the 
president  of  the  corporation  for  the  time  being, 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  commencement  of 
ihe  term  of  said  court,)  calling  on  the  said  corpo- 
ration to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter,  here- 
by granted,  shall  not   be  declared  forfeited  ;  and 
it  shall   be  lawful  for  the  said  court,  upon  the  re- 
turn of  the  said  scire  facias,  to  examine  into  the 
truth  of  the  alleged  violation,  and  if  such  viola- 
tion be  made  to. appear,  then  to  pronounce  and 
adjudge  that  the  said  charter  is  forfeited  and  an- 
nulled :  Provided,  however,  Every  issue  of  fact 
which  may  be  joined  between  the  United  States 
and   the  corporation  aforesaid,  shall  be  tried  by 
jury.     And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  afore- 
said to   require  the   production    of  such   of   the 
books  of  the  corporation  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  ascertainment  of  the  controverted 
facts;  and  the  final  judgment  of  the  court  afore- 
said, shall  be  examinable  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  by  writ  of  error,  and  may 
be  there  reversed  or  affirmed,  according  to  the 
usages  of  law. 

Approved,  April  10,  1816. 
l4Ui  Con.  IsISkss. — 58 


An  Act   making  appropriations  for    the   support  of 

Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  departments 
and  offices  ;  for  the  compen-^ation  of  the  several 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same  ;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants;  for  the  support  of  the  Mint 
Establishment  ;  for  the  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations;  for  the  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  for  sur- 
veying the  coast  of  the  United  States;  for  mak- 
ing the  Cumberland  road;  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  to  lands  la  Louisiana;  for  providing  certifi- 
cates of  registry  and  lists  of  crews;  and  for  sat- 
isfying certain  miscellaneous  claims,  the  follow- 
ing sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respect- 
ively appropriated,  that  is  to  say  : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers,  and  attendants,  five  hundred  and 
niuety-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  the  deduction  to  be  made  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  members  or  delegates  for  any  part 
of  the  present  session,  shall  be  in  the  proportion 
which  the  days  of  their  absence  respectively 
bear  to  the  whole  number  of  the  days  of  the  ses- 
sion.    , 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  forty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
including  the  librarian's  allowance  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  liundred  and  sixteen,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  rent  and  repairs  of  the  tenement  occupied 
by  the  President  of  ihe  United  States  since  Au- 
gust, one  thousand  eigiu  hundred  and  fourteen, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  Iq 
the  Department  of  State,  being  the  sum  appro- 
priated fur  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  eleven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
Department  and  in  the  Patent  Office,  six  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  Department,  including  the  expense  of 
printing  and  distnbuiiog  ten  thousand  four  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  session  of  the 
Fourteenth  Congress,  and  printing  the  laws  in 
newspapers,  sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  fur  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  ten  thou- 
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saljjfour  hundred  and    thirty-three  dollars  and 
t\q^v-eight"cents. 

^-rcorapt-nsaiion  to  the  messenger  and  assist- 
ar*'^es«enger  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
ihl'^reasuryu  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

|-'.;f  expenie  of  translating  foreign  languages. 
al|)V#ance  ta  the  person  employed  in  iransrait- 
uAijiassport;;  and  sea  letters,  and  for  stationery 
V  t  Jrinting  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
T  e*ury,  oae  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

f|r  defraying  the  expenses  of  issuing  Treas- 
Ui  f  totes,  a  rum  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand 

dvitrs.  .        ^ 

*'|r  staling  and  printing  the  public  accounts, 
{'JL-  'ie  year;  one  thou>>and  eight  hundred  and 
fiir.f»n.  and  Oiie  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
tpjgj'.two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

t?^r  comp<>nsation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Tit*~ury.  three  thou>and  fire  hundred  dollars. 

■^ir  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
0(^#  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  being 
1^1  j>um  appiopriated  for  the  service  of  the  year 
oiL  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  thirteen 
tl*oj.and  thpce  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and 


For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  stationery,  printing,  and  contingent  expen- 
ses in  the  General  Land  Office,  including  vellum 
for  land  patents,  three  thousand  seveD  hundred 
dollars. 

For  arrears  of  compensation  due  to  the  chief 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  j.aid  Commissioner,  three 
hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue, 
being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  nine 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  ^latl0^ery,  printing,  and  contingent  ex- 
penses, including  the  paper,  printing  and  stamp- 
ing of  licenses,  in  the  office  ot  said  Commissioner, 
three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

F'or  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation   to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year 
tij^^nt  exposes  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  eight  I  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  sixteen 
btoiJred  dollars.  thousand  two  hundred  and   twenty-eight  dollars 

f-'^r  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea-     and  thirty-two  cents. 
sA\*  three  thousand  dollars.  |      For  compensation    to  the   messenger   in   said 

IrSr  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the    office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 
/>Sdttor's  office,  being  the   sum  appropriated  for         For  compensation   to  additional  clerks   to  be 
i-*  iervice  (jf  the  year  one  thoa^and  eight  hun-    employed   in   the  office  of  the   Register  of  the 
dWa  and  fiT'een,  ten   thou>and  one  hundred  and  \  Treasury,  eight  hundred  dollars. 


fj^ients.      -" 

f'5r  compensation    to    the 

tcij.  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 


messenger 


in  said 


r  compensation   to   additional   clerks   to  be 


lyed  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
ury.  t\^o  thousand  two  hundred  dollars, 
expetjse  of  stationery,  printing,  and 


'Ar 


con- 


For  expense  of  stationery,  including  books  for 
the  public  stocks,  printing  the  public  accounts, 
and  other  contingent  expenses  oi  the  Register's 
office,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  including  rent  of  the  build- 
ings now  occupied  by  the  department,  expense  of 
the  Auditor's  office,  eight  I  removing  the  records  during  the  late  war,  trans- 
porting the  same  to  the  building  preparing  for 
cost  of  furniture   fur  the  offices,  cases  for 


and  con- 


t.r.rty-two  Ljllars  and   sixty-five  cents,  and  the 
furtfjer  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Jp^T  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
oSvcV,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

^"♦r  com[ensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
^.•►:f3oyed  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  four  thou- 
ii><j[  dollars., 

Fyr  expense  of  stationery,  printing^ 
li^,^nt  expj-nses  in 
b^iiired  dollars. 

»»)r  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  three  thou- 

sapi)  dollarst 

,j<  jr  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
lUf  Treasuivr's  office,  being  the  sum  appropria- 
t^il  lor  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
iff^pdred  anil  fifteen,  four  thousand  two  hundred 
•jpU  forty  dt^llars  and  four  cents. 

fJPor  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
(jf^iie.  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

l^or  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
«5«|;loyed  ifi  the  Treasurer's  office,  one  thousand 
tV(»  hundred  dollars. 

'JioT  expeijses_^f  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
lifieni  expanses  in  the  Tr«,asurer'3  office,  eight 
li  !f»dred  dollars. 

.,-^or  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 

Cv^eral  L^od  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

f : 
•  ^  i       '■ 

■   .1^*  n 


them, 

the  fire  proof,  and  compensation  to  a  superin- 
tendent and  two  watchmen'employed  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  Treasury  buildings,  fifteen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts, 
for  the  Treasury  Department,  one  iliousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  cost  of  vellum  for  patents  for  military 
bounty  lands,  printing  them,  and  record  books 
and  wheels  for  military  bounty  lottery,  in  the 
office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  seventeen  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation   to  two   clerks   to    be   em- 
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ployed  in  the  said  office,  to  write  and  record  the 
patents,  seventeen  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  being  the  sum 
appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  fifteen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  mes.seoger  anl  his 
assistants  in  said  office,  seven  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

Fur  expens-'  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  three  thousand  dollart>. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  iwu  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen, fourteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  for  additional  clerks,  to  be 
employed  in  the  the  office  of  the  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department,  six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Army,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Paymaster's  office,  being  the  sum  appropri- 
ated for  tlie  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  thirteen  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
to  the  clerks  employed  in  said  office,  on  the  sum 
hereinbefore  appropriated,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

Fur  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Pay- 
master, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Gene- 
ral of  Military  Supplies,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  General  of  Mili- 
tary Sup{)lies,  being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Fur  cumpensaiion  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  six 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Fur  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  ol  the  said  Commissary,  being  the  sum 
appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thou- 


sand  eight  hundred   and  fifteen,   two   thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office  of 
Commissary  General  of  Purcnases,  nine  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General's  office,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  being  the 
sum  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  seven  thou> 
sand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  tu  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  ia 
the  office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  twelve 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  said  Accountant,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  said 
Accountant,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Navy  Board,  including  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  service  of 
the  preceding  year,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  messenger,  including 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and 
filiy  cents  for  the  service  of  the  preceding  year, 
seven  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  fifty  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Nary 
Board,  including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  service  o(  the  preceding 
year,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  being  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  fifteen  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks,  four 
thousand  two  hundred  and  five  dollars. 
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defici>icy  in  appropriation  for  clerk  hire 
fof'rflhfe  year  cne  ihousaod  eight  hundred  and  fif 
le^r.^ine  hajdred  and  thirty  five  dollar?. 

tX<r  compe.usation  to  the  messenger  and  assist- 
ap^Hessengei,  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollar:*. 

fV*  contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Post 
Offe^  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars, 

S^-  compensation  to  the  several  Commissioners 
of  Vans,  an<J  for  allowance  to  certain  Commis- 
siwi^/s   of  LDBTis   in  lieu  of  cleric  hire,  fourteen 
ihcosRod  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
'  f«*cif  compefisalion  to  the  clerks  of  sundry  Com 


ing  the  laws  of  said  Territory,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  Slates  on  account  of  the  civil  department, 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been 
admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement,  at  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Judges 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
and  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 


xftixr^jners  ol  Loans,  and  to  defray  the  authorized  |  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

<t,'iio-es  of   ;he    several    loan    officers,   thirteen        For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
nd  sevf-n  hundred  dollars.  the  United  States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

the    Surveyor   General  i      For  the    compensation  of  sundry  District  At- 
torneys and  Marshals,   as   granted    by   law,    in- 


t,iv 

0i|r  compensation   to 
atjjf  lis  clerk*,  four  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

ji^  compfnsation   to   the   Surveyor  of  lands 
soijj  of  Tf|nessee,  and   his  clerks,  and  for  the 
>;ngent  efcpcnses  of  his  office,  three  thousand 
liuodredidollars. 

*jro)r  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
thJ?$lint.  niie  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

pr^T  wagev  to  per>ons  employed  in  the  different 
o^Vi^jt^'on*  f'f  'he  Mint,  including  the  sum  of  six 
K^e^red  do]h»rs  allowed  to  an  assistant  engraver. 
fj^iJihousantJ  dollars. 

*tr''  '■^P"i'  ^^  furnaces,  cost  of  iron  and  ma- 
fi«|ery,  rents,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of 
il^'Mint,  tV/lo  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty 

I  Wvr  allowance  for  wastajje  in  the  gold  and  sil- 
Vi|  poinage.;ione  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

IV^r  the  p''rcha>e  of  copper  to  coin  into  cents, 
fiM^n  thousfind  dollars. 

^{»r  comf&nsation    to    the   Governor,  Judge*, 
at>i  ^ecretai^y  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thou- 
ttl  six  hurdred  dollars. 

"r  staiic^iiery,  office  rent,  and  other  contin- 
r  expensvs  of  said   Territory,  three  hundred 
a'^ -fifty  dollars. 

iYvT  compi-nsation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  thou- 
e|it(|  dollars: 

:  Irtjr  staii'«nery.  office  rent,  and  other  contin- 
^u]  expends  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred 
tSli^'Sfirty  dollars. 

•  \  ||or  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
ii^t  reiary  if  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven  thou- 

■tjiijl  eight  Jiundred  dollars. 
*  pfor  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
kl(jenses  of  said  Territory,   three  hundred  and 

"I^Jjr  dollars. 
■'For  corawensation  to  the  Governor.  Judges,  and 

jil^yreiary  Jf  the  Michigan   Territory,  six  ihou- 

.i^"'^  six  hijfodred  dollars. 

*  ■    I'or  slat:  inery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 


liv  dollar*. 
*  f^or  comp 


•  ^i ienses  (.f  said   Territory,   three  hundred   and 
"ar». 
)mpensation  to  theGovernor,  Judges,  and 
fifireitTy  ftf  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  ihousaod 
»  ■«{»*  hundred  dollars. 

^  :  ^for  statf  )nery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
'  :WJp«nses  uf  SLid  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
>  ■'Sfflf  V  dollarji. 

.):"for  defraying  the  expeuses  incurred  by  prini- 
iiri  * 

•vj*  » 

*  •  »  ' 


eluding  those   in   the  several  Territories,  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  Slates, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  oflences  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safekeeping  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted 
by  the  late  Government,  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to 
the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  State:>,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  the  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  lo  the  State  of  Ohio,  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the 
fund  reserved  for  laying  out  and  making  roads  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the  seventh  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  passed  on  the  thirtieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  entitled 
"An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  divi- 
sion of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Stales,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stake- 
ages  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  including  the 
purchase  and  transportation  of  oil,  keepers'  sala- 
ries, repairs  and  improvements,  and  contingent 
expenses,  ninety  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty  four  dollars. 

To  replace  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the  coasts 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  carried  to  ihe 
surplus  fund  on  the  ihirty-firsl  of  December,  one 
thousand  ei:j;hl  hundred  and  fourteen,  iweniy-nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  tweniy  dollars  and 
fifty-seven  cents. 

Fur  defraying  ihc  expense  of  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  land  titles  id  Louisiana,  five  thousand 
duilars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
public  lands  wii.'iin  the  several  Territories  of  the 
Uuiied  States,  including  the  expense  of  surveys 
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of  private  claims  in  Louisiana;  for  aseeruining 
the  boundaries  of  the  Siale  of  Ohio;  of  survey- 
ing the  townsnip  lines  in  the  Creek  purchase,  and 
of  the  salaries  of  two  principal  deputies  in  the 
Siate  of  Louisiana,  one  hundred  and  siiiy-thrfee 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  printing  certifi- 
cates ol  registry  and  other  documents  fur  vessels, 
five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  salaries,  allowances,  and  contingent 
expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of 
secretaries  of  legation,  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  necessary  during  the  present 
year  for  carrying  into  effect  the  fourth,  sixth,  and 
aeventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded 
uith  \\\»  Britannic  Majesty  at  Gtient,  on  the 
twenty-fourth  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  including  the  compensation  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  those  articles, 
twenty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  dolUrs. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  of  claims  on  ac- 
count of  captures  at  L'jndon,  Paris,  and  Copen- 
hacren.  at  two  thousand  dollars  each,  six  thousand 
dollars. 

For  replacing  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollar-*,  heretofore  appropriated  and  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  for  objects  in  relation  to  the  in- 
tercourse with  the  Barbary  Slates,  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  ihe  appropria- 
tion of  last  year  for  ihe  iiiiercourse  with  foreign 
naiions,  arising  from  the  difference  in  the  ex- 
change in  transmitting  the  money  to  Europe. and 
in  the  drafts  of  Ministers  and  agents  there  upon 
banker-,  and  to  meet  similar  expenses  the  present 
year,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

To  replace  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars, 
being  part  of  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  third  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
lu  discharge  claims  on  account  of  depredations 
committed  by  the  Osage  Indians,  and  since  car- 
ried to  the  surplus  fund,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
bary Powers,  forty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  of  distressed  American  seamen 
for  the  present  year,  and  to  make  good  a  defici- 
ency in  the  preceding  year,  fifty  ihousaod  dollars. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  cf  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  UuiteJ  Stnles,  and 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  April  16,  1816. 


An  Act  providing  (or  the  settlement  of  certain  «o 
counts  against  the  Librarv  of  Congress,  for  extend- 
ing the  privileges  of  using  the  books  therein,  and 
for  estabiuhing  the  salarj  of  the  Librarian. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized and  required  to  investigate  and  settle  the  ac- 
counts against  the  Library  of  Congress,  exhibited 
by  George  Waterston,  Daniel  Rapine,  and  Wil- 
liam Elliott  ;  and  the  amount  thereof,  whicb 
shall  be  deemed  equitable,  shall  be  paid  oui  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

8ec.2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Librarian,  fur  attending 
said  Library,  an  annual  salary  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  payable  quarterly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Stales,  to  commence  and  take  effect  from 
and  after  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  priv- 
ilege of  using  the  books  in  the  Library  shall  be 
extended  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
Stales  and  the  members  of  ihe  diplomatic  corps, 
on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  it  is  enjoyed 
by  the  Juices  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Approved,  April  16,  1816. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike 
roadi  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  Thai  the  conupany  for  mak- 
ing certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, establislied  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  the  iwenlielh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  lein  be  authorized  and  empowered  to 
open  aud  luake  a  turnpike  road,  at  their  own  risk 
and  expense,  from  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  to 
meet  a  road   to  be  opened  and   made  under  the 
authority  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  from  Edward 
H.  Calveri'.s  mill,  in  Prince  George's  county,  to 
the  line  of  the  Di>lrict  of  Coluinbi.i. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  il  further  tnacled,  That  the  said 
company  may  demand  and  receive  the  same  lolhs 
as  are  allowed  for  a  like  distance  by  ihe  act  lo 
which  this  is  a  supplement,  and  shall  possess  and 
enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  limiiations.  pains,  aud  penalties, 
as  are  prescribed,  enjoined,  and  directed  by  the 
aforesaid  act,  and  an  act  in  addition  thereto,  pasaed 
on  the  tweniy-fifih  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 
Approved,  April  16,  1S16. 


An  Act  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Company  of 
New  Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  m  the 
said  city. 

Be  it  enacted.  <fc..  That  all  the  right  and  claim 
of  the  United  Siaies  to  the  tiile,  possession,  and 
occupancy  of  a  lot  of  ground  of  three  hundred  feet 
front  on  Rampart  street,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, by  six  hundred  feet  in  dej)ih,  on  a  line  with 
St.  Peter  street,  on  which  was  erected  ihe  former 
hospital  o(  charily  in  the  said  city  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  vested  in  the  Navigaiioo  Com- 
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pan|?oV  New  Orleans:  Provided,  That  nothing  in 
thi^i/cjt  coDtaijied  shall  affect  the  claim  or  claims  of 
aoyKfi'^i  vidua}  or  individuals,  if  any  such  there  be. 


jroved,  April  16,  1816 


i 


An^*4t  further  extending  the  time  for  i««uing  and 
Icd Ati^ig  military  land  warrant*,  and  for  other  pur- 

ilj^  enacl^,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  •»)|ihorized"  to  issue  military  land  warrants  to 
sucyAersons  as  have  or  shall,  before  the  first  day 
of  lA^-cb,  one-  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teeiiriroduce  lO  him  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
▼«li^|y  of  thrir  claims;  which  warrants,  with 
lhiJX$fceretofote  issued,  and  not  yet  satisfied,  shall 
ai^5^£^y  be  located  in  the  name  of  the  holders  or 

Ert)tfi^iors  thereof,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ef**'jie  thousand   eight  hundred   and  eighteen, 
on  k^f  unlocaied  parts  of  the  fifty  quarter  town- 
if^itand  th« 


town  of  Knoiville  and  State  of  Tennessee,  ten 
days'  notice  being  first  given  in  the  Knoxville 
Gazette,  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  money  arising  from  said  sale,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  author- 
ized (0  make  or  cause  to  be  made  a  title  or  titles 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said  lot. 

Approved,  April  16,  1816. 


sb 


fractional   quarter  townships,  re- 


ser'^*  by  law  "or  original  holders  of  military  land 
w&i^ilits.  Ar.d  patents  shall  be  granted  for  the 
lani ;  located  finder  this  act,  in  the  same  manner 
as  ii  <  ]|rected  i-y  former  acts  for  granting  military 
lant 1 '  ■ 

S 1 1-.  2.  AnC  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  the 
exp  tefction  of  the  term  limited  by  this  act,  for  the 
looi  |()n  of  th;  military  land  warrants  aforesaid, 
it  si  'ij  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Geitijijl  Land  Office  to  transmit  to  the  Surveyor 
GeiiTr^i  a  list  i;f  all  the  lots  of  land  within  the  fifty 
qualrirr  townships  and  fractional  quarter  town- 
shijf- jivhich  s'.jall  at  that  time  remain  unlocated  ; 
andtfhf  Surveyor  General  shall  prepare  and  trans- 
roitfejthe  registers  of  the  land  office  at  Chilico- 
the^)^  Zane'ville.  respectively,  general  plats  of 
the  iJ(».resaid  unlocated  lots,  which  lots  shall,  after 
thea^it  day  oT  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dretjXiid  nintueen,  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  land 
°®*if«  '^*  districts  in  which  they  are  situated, 
in  tf*^same  manner,  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditnj*,  in  every  respect,  as  other  public  lands  are 
o£^j^|at  private  sale,  in  the  same  districts, 
liroved,  April  16,  1S16. 


Ah 


^  1lf4  to  increase  the  pension  of  William  Munday. 
enact  d,  Jj-c.  That  there  be,  and  hereby 


is.  j  ilnted  to  William  Munday,  of  the  city  of 
BaL  ji^ore,  who  lost  both  his  arms  in  an  attack  on 
t^*lF,^my  at  pt.  Leonard's  creek,  on  the  twenty- 
eigWX  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hui*;;>ved  and  "fourteen,  in  lieu  of  the  pension  to 
whN»i{  he  is  ^low  entitled  by  law,  a  pension  of 
twtfcy  dollar^  per  month,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
nav5tyension  ^und. 

i«*roved.  April  16,  1816. 


I  .If*  authoroiing  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground,  belong- 
\  to  the  l.'nited  Estates,  situated  in  the  town  of 
►^viUe  ai>d  State  of  Tennessee. 
1/  enacud,  <fc..  That  the  President  of  the 
Ut.^i^  Slates' be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cai*^^  to  ht  k'pld,  at  puhlic  sale,  a  lot  of  ground 
It^^ing  to  rhe  United  States,  situated  lu  the 


An  Act  for   the  relief  of  certain  claimants  ti  land  is 
the  district  of  Vincennes. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc.  That  the  several  persons 
whose  claims  were  confirmed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
grejs.  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Vincennes,  and  for  other 
purposes."  approved  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven;  and  the  act, 
entitled  '"An  act  confirming  certain  claim.i  to  land 
in  the  district  of  Vincennes,"  approved  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  bun* 
dred  and  thirteen,  which  having  been  located 
cannot  be  surveyed  agreeably  to  law,  or  which 
having  been  located  have,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
register  of  the  land  office,  for  the  said  district, 
been  removed  by  the  surveys  of  prior  locations, 
from  the  spot  intended  to  be  occupied,  are  hereby 
authorized  to  enter  their  locations  with  the  reg- 
ister of  the  land  office  at  Vincennes.  on  any  part 
of  the  tract  set  apart  for  that  purpose  in  the  said 
district,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  re- 
specting claims  to  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory 
and  State  of  Ohio,"  and  in  conformity  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

Approved,  April  16,  1816. 


.\n  Act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  alter  tlie  road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western  line 
of  the  Connecticut  reserve. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That  the  Pre«>ident  of  the 
United  Slates  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  made,  in  such  manner  as  be  may 
deem  most  proper,  an  alteration  in  the  road  laid 
out  under  authority  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  certaia 
roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by 
the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,"  so  that  the  said  road  may  pass  through 
the  United  States'  reservation  at  Lower  San- 
dusky, or  north  thereof,  not  exceeding  three  miles. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itfurtfier  enacted,  That  the  ne- 
cessary expenses  which  shall  be  incurred  in  alter- 
ing the  said  road  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  for  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Approved,  April  16,  1816, 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  sell  a  certain  tract  of  land,  reserved  for  the 
use  of  that  State. 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aur- 
thorized  and  empowered  to  cause   to  be  selected 
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and  sold,  in  such  manner  and  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  they  may  by  law  direct,  any  one 
section  not  exceeding  the  quantity  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  the  tract  of  land  of  six  miles 
square,  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  that  Stale,  at 
the  Scioto  salt  springs:  Provided,  That  the  sec- 
tion so  selected  shall  not  include  the  said  salt 
springs,  and  that  the  money  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  aforesaid  section  shall  be  applied  to  the 
erection  of  a  court-house,  or  other  public  build- 
ings, thereon,  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Jack- 
soa,  in  said  Stale;  and  whenever  the  selection 
and  sale  of  the  said  section  of  land  shall  have 
been  made,  and  the  same  shall  be  duly  certified 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
a  patent  shall  be  cranted  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Sicies,  for  the  said  section,  iQ  trust  to 
•uch  person  or  persons  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  shall  have  appointed  and  authorized  to  sell 
and  execute  titles  to  the  purchasers  of  the  land 
aforesaid. 

Approved,  April  16,  1816. 


An  Act  making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted.  <fc.,    That  when   any  officer  dr 
private  soldier  of    ihe  militia,  including   rangers, 
sea  fencibles,  and  volunteers,  or  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  musician,  or  private,  enlisted  for 
either    of    the    terms    of    one    year   or    eighteen 
months,  or  any  commissioned  officer  of  the  regu- 
lar array,  fhall   have  died  while  in  the    service 
of  the  United   States  during  the  late  war,  or  in 
returning  to  hi?    place   of  residence,   after  being 
mustered  out  of  service,  or  who  shall  have  died 
at  any  time  thereafter,  in  consequence  of  wounds 
received  whilst   in  the  service,  and   shall   have 
left  a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  child- 
ren, under  sixteen  years  of  age.  such  widow,  or,  if 
no  widow,  >ucii  child  or   children,  shall  be  en- 
tilled  to  receive  half  ihe  monthly  pay  to  which 
the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years  ;  and  in  case 
of  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow,  before 
the  expiration  of  said  five  years,  the  half  pay  for 
the  remainder  of  the  time  shall  go  to  the  child  or 
children    of    said    decedent.     Provided   alioays, 
That    the    Secretary  of   War   shall    adopt   such 
forms  of  evidence,  in  applications  under  this  act, 
as  the  President  of   the   United  States  may  pre- 
scribe.    Provided  also,  That  the  officers  and  pri- 
vate   soldiers  of   the    militia,  as  aforesaid,  who 
have  been  disabled  by  wounds  or  otherwise,  while 
in  the  service  of   the  United    States   in    the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  during  the  late  war,  shall  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  in  the  same  man- 
ner  as  the   officers  of  the  regular   army,  under 
such  forms  of  evidence  as  the  President  of   the 
United    Stales    may   prescribe.      Provided  also, 
That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall   noi  extend 
to  any  person  embraced  in  the  provision  of  an  act. 
entitled  "An   act  to   provide  fur  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  luilitia  slain,  ind  for  miliiia  dis- 
abled in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  passed 


the  second   day  of  August,  one  thousand   eight 
hundred  and  thirteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate soldier  of  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  been  killed  in  battle,  or  have 
died  of  wounds  or  disease,  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  late  war,  and  have 
left  a  child  or  children  under  sixteen  vears  of  age^ 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  guardian  of  such  child 
or  children,  within  one  year  from  the  passing  of 
this  act.  to  relinquish  the  bounty  land  to  which 
such  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate soldier,  had  he  survived  the  war,  would  have 
been  entitled  ;  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  receive  half 
the  monthly  pay  to  which  such  deceased  persoo 
was  entitled  at  the  lime  of  his  death,  for  and 
during  ihe  term  of  five  years,  to  be  computed  frona 
and  after  the  seventeenth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  the  payment 
thereof  lo  be  made  when  and  where  other  mili- 
tary pensions  are  or  shall  be  paid  ;  and  where  a 
warrant  for  the  military  lx)uniy  land  aforesaid 
shall  have  been  issued  to  or  for  the  use  of  the 
child  or  children  of  any  such  deceased  non-com- 
mi.ssioned  officer,  mu&ician,  or  private  soldier, 
such  child  or  children,  or  either  of  them,  being 
under  sixteen  years  of  age,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  guardian  of  such  minor  or  minors  to  surren- 
der and  deliver  such  warrant,  into  the  office  for 
the  Department  of  War,  within  one  year  from 
the  passing  of  this  act;  of  which  surrender  and 
delivery  the  Secretary  of  that  Department  shall 
give  notice  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
sliall  thereupon  give  the  requisite  orders  for  the 
piiyment  of  the  half  pay  hereby  provided  for. 

Sec.  3.    And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  all 
soldiers  who  have  been  enlisted  lo  serve  for  five 
years,  or  during  the  war.  and  were  above  the  age 
of  forty-five,  or  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
who  have  faithfully  served   during   the   late  war, 
and  have  been  regularly  discharged,  and    the  rep- 
resentatives of  such   soldiers  as  shall   have  died 
whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  ail 
soldiers  who  have  been  enlisted,  and  have  faith- 
I  fully  served  during  the  late  war,  until  they  have 
I  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commissioned  offi- 
:  ct?rs,   who,   if   they    had  served   during   the    war 
I  under  their  enlistment,  and   been  regularly  dis- 
I  charged,  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  bounty  in 
!  land,  shall  be  entitled  lo  one  hundred   and   sixty 
I  or  three  hundred  and    twenty  acres  of  land,  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  terot  of  enlistment;   the  warrants 
'  and  patents  to  issue  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
case  of  soldiers  enlisted  of  proper  age,  and   dis- 
'  charged  under  similar  circumstances. 

Sec.  4  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 

purpose  of  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  act  into 

I  effect,  and  other  acts  giving  bounty  lands  to  sol- 

'  diers  of  the  regular  army,  the  President  of  the 

1  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  lo  cause  to  be 

I  surveyed  and  laid  off,  in  one  or  more  surveys,  two 

millions  of  acres,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in 

addition  lo  the  appropriations  of  lands  by  the  act 

'  of  May  the  sixth,  one  thousand  eight   hundred 

I  and  twelve,  for  designating,  surveying, and  grant- 
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irig-'Jiiilitary  bounty  lands  according  to  the  pro- 
vijp^s  of  saiU  act. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
>r  of  laind,  granifd  in  virtue  of  this  or  any 
law,  gtrios  bounties  of  land  to  the  non- 
|i>sioned  oflBceri»,  mubicians.  and  privates, 
»d  duriijg  the  late  war,  shall  be  valid,  unless 
agreement  therefor^  or  letter  of 
ati^jHfey,  giving  power  to  sell  or  convey,  shall 
hav4i>een  exi?cuted  after  the  patents  ^hall  be  is- 
sye*^  .,nd  delivered  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto. 
:Arproved,:April  16,  1816. 
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4tion  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  in  re- 
latioa  to  the  IN'a»y  Pension  Fund." 

«ii'f  enac^,  ^c  That  in  all  cases  of  prizes 

c"ij.irtred  by  ijie  public  armed  ships  of  the  United 

Sir  it>v,  whicK  ^hall  be  sold  under  the  order  of  the 

profiej"   prize 'court,  by  interlocutory  or  final   de- 

creftj  jl  shall  t>e  the  duty  of  the  marshal   of  the 

UuifAd  State*,  making   the  sale,  to  pay  the   pro- 

cecily  thereof' in  to  the  registry  of  the  proper  court, 

witttn  thirty.days  after  such  sale  shall  be   made 

audftJosed  ;  j«nd,  immediately  upon  the  payment 

irjt^'t^je  regiiiry  of  the   proceeds  as  aforesaid,  it 

shalt  t)«  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  de- 

po«it4  the  sar^e  in  some  bank,  to  be  designated  by 

the  i)fidge  or  judges   of  the  court,  subject  to  the 

ort|<^.and  di-iribuiion  of  the   court   ns   in   other 

caifey^  and  w*hen  the  said  prizes  shall  have  been 

du^y*Tondem!ied.  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court 

to  |>j  ect  the  j.bare  of  such  prizes  belonging  to  the 

Uilji»sd  Siate-i  to  be  forthwith  carried  in   the  ac- 

coiipt  with  s'jch  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 

ur^^tjif  the  liroiied  Slates,  on  account  of  the  navy 

pefiiipn  fund"^;  and  copies  of  the  certificate  of  such 

d«{J.*iie  and^redit  shall  he  thereupon  transmitted 

to/y^  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  and  to  the 

Sfjti<tiary  ofjlhe  Navy,  as  soon  as  may  be,  by  the 

C"l»v  M 01  such*  court ;  and  the  share  of  such  prizes 

befjrfging  to^the  captors,  deposited  as  aforesaid, 

shjkil'^be  paid'  over  to  the  parties  entitled,  or  to 

th^r^authorijed  agent  or  agents,  upon  the  order  of 

tb^jyoper  CGjjrt  in  term,  or  of  the  judge  or  judges 

of.iiiich  cout)(  in  vacation. 

i  ^4c.  2.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 

b^fi^e  duty  c«f  ihe  marshals  of  the  several  districts 

uf'^4y  Uniieei  Slates,  and  of  the  clerks  of  the  re- 

sp'-i^ive  counts  of  the  United  Stales,  to  state  and 

Wi'.Jlw   their  yespective  accounts   in   all   cases  of 

Ipii^tis  captured  as  aforesaid, specifying  therein  all 

%wki  and   charges  taxed,  claimed,  and   paid   by 

thir^i^,  and  tLsubmit  the  same  to  the  proper  court, 

l^ai^'pg  cogOfZance  thereof,   for  examination  and 

^Ifv^vjance.  vjiihin  sixty  days  after  a  final  adjudi- 

Ei|(ln  of  surji  causes,  unless  a  different  lime  shall 
l^isigned  by  such  court ;  and  thereupon  such 
Ufrfs  in  terfn,  or  any  judge  thereof  in  vacation, 
^%y\  procee-.j  summarily  to  hear,  examine,  and 
vl^\^  the  safie  accounts;  and,  afier  such  allow- 
Ar^<y|  one  C0;>y  of  the  same  accounts  shall  be  filed 
*y«?i'?  the  records  of  the  court,  and  anotijer  copy 
■»1^«  be  lran»raitted  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to 
»l^*feecreia^y  of  the  Navy,  wiihin  thirty  days 
^♦fS  ^^*  alU  waoce  thereof. 

Li 


Sec.  3.  Andbe  it  furthrr  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  district  attorneys  of  the  re- 
spective districts  of  the  United  Slates  to  transmit 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  a  statement  of  all 
prizes  captured  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  li- 
belled, condemned,  or  restored,  at  etch  term  of 
the  district  and  circuit  courts,  wiihin  their  re- 
spective districts,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
conclusion  of  each  term,  and  to  accompany  such 
list  with  a  schedule  and  invoice  of  the  various 
articles  composing  the  cargoes  of  such  prizes. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
respective  courts  of  the  United  States,  before 
whom  a  libel  against  any  prizes  captured  asafore- 
said  shall  be  pending,  or  by  whom  a  decree  of 
condemnation  and  di^tinbuiion  of  such  prizes  shall 
have  been  awarded,  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority, in  the  exercise  of  their  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction,  to  issue  a  monition,  and 
other  proper  process,  to  compel  the  marshal  and 
clerk  to  perform  and  obey  the  requisitions  of  this 
act ;  and  upon  the  complaint  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  person  interested  in  the  premises,  summa- 
rily to  hear  and  examine  the  same,  and  to  make 
such  award,  order,  and  decree  therein,  as  to  jus- 
tice and  law  shall  appertain.  And  if  the  marshal 
or  clerk  shall  wilfully  refuse,  or  unreasonably  ne- 
glect, to  perform  and  obey  any  of  the  requisitions 
of  this  act.  the  party  so  refusing  or  neglecting 
shall  further  forft-it  and  pay  to  the  United  Stales 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  every  such 
refusal  or  neglect. 

S£c.  5.  Ayid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  tlie  Accountant  of  the  Navy 
Department,  for  his  extra  services  in  collecting, 
staling,  and  settling  the  accounts  of  prize  money 
belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  the  annual 
sum  of  iliree  hundred  dollars,  lo  be  paid  quarter- 
yearly  out  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  wher- 
ever sales  of  priz»s  captured  hs  aforesaid  have 
been  made  before  the  passing  of  this  act.  and  the 
proceeds  thereof  have  not  been  paid  into  ihe  re- 
gistry of  the  proper  court,  or  finally  distributed 
under  its  order,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mar- 
shal who  made  the  sale,  within  six  calendar 
months  from  the  passing  of  tins  act,  or  such 
shorter  reasonable  time  as  may  be  assigned  by  the 
court,  or  the  judge  or  judge*  thereof,  to  pay  into 
the  registry  ol  the  court  the  proceeds  of  such  sale, 
with  a  written  account  of  the  costs  and  charges 
attending  the  same,  and  to  submit  the  same  ac- 
count for  examination  and  allowance  to  the  court, 
or  the  judge  or  judges  thereof;  and.  in  like  man- 
ner, it  shall  be  the  duiy  of  the  respective  clerks  of 
the  district  court.*:,  within  six  calendar  months 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  such  shorter  rea- 
sonable time  as  may  be  a^signed  by  the  proper 
court,  or  the  judge  or  judges  thereol,  to  present 
to  such  court,  or  ihe  judgp  or  judges  thereof,  for 
examination  and  allowance,  a  particular  account 
of  their  fees  and  charges,  in  all  casej  of  prizes 
captured  as  aforesaid,  where  such  account  has  not 
been  already  presented  and  allowed;  and  after 
such  account  shall  be  examined  and  allowed,  it 
shall  be   filed  aiuong   the  records  of  the  court, 
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and  a  copy  thereof,  duly  attested,  shall  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  ;  and  if  any  marshal  or  clerk  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duties  herein  re- 
quired, he  may  be  proceeded  sgainst  in  the  proper 
court,  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  cases 
where  the  allowance  of  the  half  monthly  pay. 
which  may  now  be  granted  by  Ijw  to  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  disabled  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  from  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  disability,  and  the  situa- 
tion of  the  party  disabled,  be  inadequate  to  his 
necessary  subsistence,  the  said  commissioners  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized,  in  their  discretion, 
to  increase  such  allowance  to  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding the  full  amount  of  ibe  monthly  pay  to 
which  the  party  so  di:iabled  was  by  law  entiiled 
in  the  said  service. 

Approved,  April  16,  1816. 


An  Act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory 
to  form    a  conslituUun  and  Suie  government,  and 
{or  the  admission  of  such  Stale  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  fauting  with  the  original  Slates. 
Be  rt  enacted.  <(>c.,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Territory  of  Indiana  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized   lo  form   for   themselves  a   constitution 
and  State  guvernmenl.  and  to  assume  s'.ich  name 
as  they   shall  deem   proper;  and    the  said  State, 
wheu  lormed,  >hail  be  adioitied  into  the  Uoion 
upon  the  .same  footing  wiih   the  original  Slates. 
in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt^  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Stale  shall  consist  of  all  tlie  territory  included 
within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit :  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  meridian  line  which  forms  the 
western  boundary  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio;  on  the 
south  by  the  river  Ohio.  I'rom  ihe  mouih  of  ihe 
Great  Miami  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Wa- 
bash ;  on  the  west  by  a  line  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  Wabash  from  its  mouth,  to  a  point 
where  a  due  north  line,  drawn  from  the  town  of 
Vincennes,  would  last  touch  the  northwestern 
shore  of  the  said  river;  and  from  thence,  by  a  due 
north  line,  until  the  same  shall  intersect  an  east 
and  west  line,  drawn  through  a  point  ten  miles 
north  of  the  southern  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  ; 
on  the  north  by  the  said  east  and  west  line,  until 
the  same  shall  intersect  ihe  first  mentioned  merid- 
ian line  whicii  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the 
State  of  Ohio:  Provided,  That  the  convention 
hereinafter  provided  for.  when  formed,  shall  rat- 
ify the  boundaries  aforesaid,  otherwise  they  shall 
be  and  remain  as  now  prescribed  by  the  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  northwest  of 
the  river  Oiio:  Provided,  also,  That  the  said 
State  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  on  the 
river  Wabash,  with  the  State  to  be  formed  west 
thereof,  so  lar  as  the  baid  river  shall  form  a  com- 
mon boundary  to  boih. 

Sec.  3.  And   be  xt  further  enacted.    That  all 
male  citizens  of  the  Uiuled  States,  who  ihall  have 


arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  re> 
sided  within  the  said  Territory  at  least  one  year 
previous  to  the  day  of  the  ♦'lection,  and  shall  have 
paid  a  county  or  territorial  tax;  and  all  persons 
having  in  other  respects  the  legal  qualifications 
to   vote  for  representatives  in   the  General  As- 
sembly of  ihe  said  Territory,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized   to  choose  representatives  to 
form   a  convention,    who   shall    be   apportioned 
amongst   the   several    counties    within    the    said 
Territory,  according  to  the  apportionment  made 
by  the  Legislature  thereof  at  their  last  session,  to 
wit:  from  the  county  of  Wayne,  four  represent- 
atives; from  the  county  of  Franklin,  five  repre- 
sentatives; from  the  county  of  Dearborn,  three 
represeotaiives  ;  from  the  county  of  Switzerland, 
one  representative;  from  the  county  of  Jefferson, 
three  representatives;  from  the  county  of  Clark^ 
five  representatives ;  from  the  county  of  Harri- 
son,   five   representatives  ;   from    the   county   of 
Washington,  five  representaiives;  from  the  coun- 
ty of  Knox,  five  representaiives  ;  from  the  county 
of  Gibson,  four  represeotaiives;  from  the  county 
of  Posey,  one  representative;  from  the  county  of 
Warrick,  one  representative  ;  and  from  the  county 
of  Perry,  one  representative.     And  the  election 
for  the  representatives  aforesaid  shall  be  hoiden 
on   the  second   Monday   of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  throughout  the   seve- 
ral counties   in    the   said  Territory,  and  shall  be 
conducted   in  the  same   manner,  and  under  the 
same  penalties,  as  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  said 
Territory,  regulating  elections  therein  for  mem- 
bers of  the  House  ot   Representatives. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
members  of  the  convention  thus  duly  elected  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  meet  at  the 
seat  of  the  government  of  the  said  Territory,  oa 
the  second  Monday  of  June  next ;  which  conven- 
tion, when  met,  shall  first  determine,  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  whole  number  elected,  whether  it  be  or 
be  not  expedient,  at  iliai  lime,  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  Stale  government  for  the  people 
within  the  said  Territory  ;  and,  if  il  be  determined 
to  be  expedient,  the  convention  shall  be,  and  here- 
by  are,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government;  or,  if  it  be  deemed  more  ex- 
pedient, the  said  convention  shall  provide  by  or- 
dinance for  electing  representatives  to  form  a 
consiiiution  or  frame  of  government ;  which  said 
representatives  shall  be  chosen  in  such  manner, 
and  in  kuch  proportion,  and  shall  meet  at  such 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  said 
ordinance,  and  shall  then  form,  for  the  people  of 
said  Territory,  a  con.Htituiion  and  State  govern- 
ment: Provided.  That  the  same,  whenever  forna- 
ed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  those 
ariicies  of  the  ordinance  of  the  ihirieenlh  of  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven, 
which  are  declared  to  be  irrevocable  between  the 
original  Slates  and  the  people  and  Slates  of  the 
Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio;  excepting 
so  much  of  said  articles  as  relate  to  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  Stales  therein  to  be  formed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  until 
the  next  general  census  shall   be  taken,  the  saiJ 
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St2f^;  shall  i/e  entitled  to  one  representatire  in 
th*'" House    :>f    Representatives   of    tl>e    United 

Hji^.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
foqif'JDg  prrposiiioDs  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
byj  jjlTered  tt>  the  conveniion  of  the  »aid  Terri- 
tafv  l)f  Indiana,  when  formed,  for  their  free  ac- 
deynjnce  or  Jrejeciion.  which,  if  accepted  by  the 
cf>|i-^ntion,  vhall  be  obligatory  upon  the  United 

j[r'.ijst.  Thr4t  the  section  numbered  sixteen  in 
etfjjf  townsjjip,  and.  when  such  section  has  been 
5t)W|,igrante(t^  or  disposed  of,  other  lands  equiva- 
letiS  IhereioJand  most  contiguous  to  the  !=ame, 
sli4*fl^be  grartied  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  town- 
shfijjfor  the*'i<e  of  schools. 
.  iift:(-ond.  'i'hat  all  salt  springs  within  the  said 
Tft^itory,  and  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of 
tji^i^me,  to;>'elher  with  such  other  lands  as  may, 
b^I^v  President  of  the  United  States,  be  deemed 
ive»?:*ary  anil  proper  for  working  the  said  salt 
spBiap-,  not  .jtceedmg.  in  the  whole,  the  quantity 
cp^f^'ined  inj  thirty-$ix  entire  sections  shall  be 
%ftijk^6  to  tiie  said  Slate,  for  the  use  of  the  peo- 
pjt*ft|  the  sa  J  State,  the  same  to  be  used  under 
sdoX^erms,  c<)nditions,  and  regulations,  as  the  Le- 
gisUt^re  of  ifie  said  State  shall  direct;  provided 
tb^^^^id  Leghlature  shall  never  sell  nor  lease  the 
sarVfor  a  Icpg^r  period  than  ten  years  at  any 
on;^fme.       \ 

35o5rd.  Th<it  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  ^^4  lands  tymg  within  the  said  Territory,  and 
W.'"..;Ji  shall  !}e  sold  by  Congress  from  and  after 
t&K^|st  dayvf  December  next,  after  deducting 
all  ^itpenses  ^incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  re- 
sft^ll  for  n^^aking  public  roads  and  canals,  of 
^Irjp  three-fifths  shall  be  applied  to  those  ob- 
jffH  Within  ,;he  said  State,  under  the  direction  of 
tt»0^|?gisliitu>e  thereof,  and  iwo-fifihs  to  the  mak- 
iri|r^>f  a  roai^  or  roads  leading  to  the  said  State, 
titiAf  the  di.iection  of  Congress. 

'^/i^rth.  TViat  one  entire  township,  which  shall 
be:!ilfsignaie;l  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Sfi^dti,  in  ad  iition  to  the  one  heretofore  reserved 
fo|A.liat  purp()se,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of 
a:  i^r^inary  oi  learning,  and  vested  in  the  Legis- 
late* of  ihesaid  State,  to  be  appropriated  solely 
to^l  use  of;  such  seminary  by  the  said  Legis- 
lait^f.  • 

•i'itifth.  That  four  sections  of  land  be,  and  the 

sasrt^  are  hej-eby,  granted  to  the  said  State,  for 

th^rltMurpose  -of  fixing  their  seat  of  government 

tlt»>(?jn  ;  which  four  sections  shall,  under  the  di- 

re<c*  jn  of  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  be  located, 

at*<aiV  time,  in  such  township  and  range  as  the 

l:£^i|lature  aforesaid  may  select,  on  such  lands  as 

ryi*  5iereaftnr  be  acquired  by  the  United  States 

fM»i|ijlhe  inci^an  tribes  within  the  said  Territory  : 

i'^jKtc/ec/.  Tl^at  such  locations  shall  be  made  prior 

to 'llfce  publii  sales  of  the   lands  of  the  United 

Sta^tjs  surrounding  such  location  :  And  provided 

ulu^i^s.  Thai  the  five  foregoing  propositions  here- 

.^  'iivered.  ar^  on  the  condition  that  the  conven- 

*jcii%  (>f  ihe  s»id  State  shall   provide,  by  an  ordi- 

^ajfH  irrevciable,   without   the  consent    of  the 

tJ|^il|;d  Siate^.  that  every  and  each  tract  of  land 
'  ',  5  '  f 

*  * 


sold  by  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  December  next,  shall  be  and  remain  ex- 
empt from  any  tax  laid  by  order,  or  under  any 
authority  of  the  Slate,  whether  for  State,  county, 
or  township,  or  any  other  purpose  whatever,  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  from  and  after  the  day  of 
sale. 

Approved,  April  19.  1816. 


An  .\ct  to  abolish  the  exiating  dutie*  on  spirit«  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other 
duties,  in  lieu  of  those  at  present  imposed,  on  li- 
censes to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  the  act  eniiiled  An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States  and  Territories  thereof, 
and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  distillers  of  .spirituous  liquors,  passed  the  twen- 
ty-first day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  lourteen.  shall  cease  and  determine,  ex- 
cepting in  so  much  as  the  same  is  applicable  to 
the  duty  payable  lor  licenses  for  stills  or  boilers 
granted  previously  to  the  first  day  of  July  next: 
Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid 
act  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue,  so  far  as 
the  same  may  relate  to  the  rendering  of  accounts 
of  spirits  distilled  previous  to  the  first  day  of  July 
next,  and  to  the  collection  and  recovery  of  all  du- 
ties laid  by  the  said  act,  thai  rnay  have  accrued 
previous  thereto,  and  which  shall  then  remain 
outstanding,  and  for  the  recovery,  distribution, 
and  remission  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
which  may  be  incurred  io  relalioo  to  the  said 
duties. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  who,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next, 
shall  be  the  owner  of  any  still  or  stills,  or  other 
implements  in  lieu  of  stills,  used  for  the  purpose 
of  distilling  spirituous  liquors,  or  who  shall  have 
such  still  or  stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid  un- 
der his  superintendence,  either  as  agent  for  the 
owner  or  on  his  own  account,  and  for  which  a 
license  extending  beyond  said  day  shall  not  have 
been  previously  obtained,  and  every  person  who, 
having  such  license,  shall,  after  its  expiration,  use 
or  intend  to  use  any  still  or  stills,  or  implements 
as  aforesaid,  either  as  owner,  agent,  or  otherwise, 
shall,  before  he  shall  so  begin  to  use  such  siill  or 
stills,  or  other  implements  in  lieu  thereof,  for  the 
purpose  of  distilling  spirituous  liquors,  apply  for 
and  obtain  from  the  collector  appointed  by  virtue 
of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  asisessraent  and 
collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,"  for 
the  collection  district  in  which  such  person  re- 
sides, (or  to  the  deputy  of  such  collector  duly  au- 
thorized.) a  license  for  using  the  said  still  or  stills, 
or  other  implements  as  aforesaid;  which  licenses 
respectively  shall  be  granted  at  the  option  of  the 
proprietor  or  po>sessor  of  such  still  or  siilL«,  for 
any  or  either  of  the  terms  mentioned  in  this  act, 
upon  the  payment  in  money,  by  such  proprietor  or 
possessor,  of  the  duties  payable  on  the  said  license 
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or  licenses,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
if  the  said  duty  upon  such  still  or  stills,  or  other 
implements,  when  added  together,  if  there  be  more 
than  one  still  or  other  imfilement  for  distilling 
spirits,  shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars;  and  if 
they  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  on  such  propri- 
etor or  possessor  executing  and  delivering  to  the 
collector,  or  to  his  deputy  as  aforesaid,  a  bond 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
such  collector  or  de()Uiy.  conditioned  for  the  pay- 
ment of  said  duties  at  the  end  of  twelve  months 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  such 
license  or  licenses  respectively  shall  have  been 
granted.  And  the  said  bond  shall  be  taken  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in 
such  form  as  yhall  be  prescribed  by  the  Treasury 
Department.  And  if  any  person  shall,  after  the 
said  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  use  or  cause  to 
be  used  any  still  or  stills,  or  other  implements  as 
aforesaid,  in  distilling  spirituous  liquors;  or  shall 
be  the  owner  of.  or  have  under  Ins  superintend- 
ence, either  as  agent  or  otherwise,  any  still  or 
stills,  or  other  implements  as  aforesaid,  which 
shall  after  the  said  day  have  been  used  as  afore- 
said, without  having  a  license  therefor  as  afore- 
said, continuing  in  force  for  the  whole  lime  dur- 
ing which  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  implements  as 
aforesaid  shall  have  been  thus  used,  or  who  shall 
keep,  during  any  period  for  which  a  license  has 
been  granted  to  such  person,  any  still  or  boiler,  or 
other  implement  liable  to  duty  in  their  fixtures,  in 
a  situation  for  use,  without  having  first  obtained 
a  license  for  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
ihc  sura  of  one  hundred  dollars,  together  with 
double  the  amount  of  dunes  which  would  have 
been  payable  for  the  term  during  which  such  still 
or  stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  thus 
used,  or  kept  in  a  situation  for  use  as  aforesaid, 
bad  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  implements  aforesaid, 
been  entered  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act ;  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  3  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  keep  in  or  about  his  disiillery  any 
Deer  or  other  liquor,  prepared  from  grain,  for  the 
purpose  of  distillation,  for  more  than  eight  days, 
during  any  time  for  which  such  person  shall  not 
have  obtained  a  license  for  distillation,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  every  such  offence. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
licenses  aforesaid  shall  and  may  be  granted  for 
and  during*  the  following  terms  or  periods,  and  on 
the  »ecuring  of  payment,  as  aforesaid,  of  the  du- 
ties undermentioned,  namely  ; 

For  a  still  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spir- 
its from  domestic  materials,  for  a  license  for  the 
employment  thereof,  for  and  during  the  term  of 
one  week,  four  and  a  half  cents  for  each  gallon 
of  the  capacity  of  every  such  still,  including  the 
bead  thereof;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the 
term  of  two  weeks,  nine  cents  for  each  gallon  of 
its  capacity  as  aforesaid;  for  a  license  for  and 
during  the  term  of  one  month,  eighteen  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ;  for  a  li- 
cense for  and  during  the  term  of  two  months. 


thirty-six  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as 
aforesaid  ;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term 
of  three  months,  fifty-four  cents  for  each  gallon 
of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license  for  and 
during  the  term  of  four  months,  seventy-two 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ; 
for  a  license  for  five  months,  ninety  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ;  for  a  li- 
cense for  and  during  the  term  of  six  months,  one 
hundred  and  eight  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  ca- 
pacity as  aforesaid;  for  a  license  for  one  year, 
two  hundred  and  sixteen  cents  for  each  gallon  of 
its  capacity  as  aforesaid  :  Provided,  That  there 
shall  be  paid  upon  each  still  employed  wholly  in 
the  distillation  of  roots,  but  one-half  the  rates  of 
duties  aborementioned,  according  to  thecapacitjr 
of  such  still. 

For  a  still  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  foreign  materials,  for  a  license  for  the  em- 
ployment thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
month,  twenty-three  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the 
capacity  of  every  such  still,  including  the  head 
thereof;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of 
two  months,  forty-six  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its 
capacity  as  aforesaid  ;  for  a  license  for  and 
during  the  term  of  three  months,  sixty-eight 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ; 
for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of  four 
months,  ninety  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capa- 
city as  aforesaid  ;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the 
term  of  six  months,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ; 
for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of  eight 
months,  one  hundred  and  eighty  cents  for  each 
gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ;  for  a  license 
lor  one  year,  two  hundred  and  seventy  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid. 

And  for  every  boiler,  however  constructed, 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam  in 
those  distilleries  where  wooden  or  other  vessels 
are  used  instead  of  metal  stills,  and  the  action  of 
steam  is  substituted  for  the  immediate  applica- 
tion of  fire  to  the  materials  from  which  the  spir- 
ituous liquors  are  distilled,  for  a  license  for  the 
employment  thereof,  double  the  amount  on  each 
gallon  of  the  capacity  of  the  said  boiler,  including 
the  head  thereof,  which  would  be  payable  for  the 
said  license,  if  granted  for  the  same  term,  and  for 
the  employment  on  the  same  materials  of  a  still 
or  stills  to  the  contents  of  which,  being  the  mate- 
rials from  whence  the  spirituous  liquors  are 
drawn,  an  immediate  application  of  fire,  during 
the  process  of  distillation,  is  made. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furtfur  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors,  within  their  respect- 
ive districts,  to  grant  licenses  for  distilling,  which 
licenses  shall  he  marked  with  a  mark  denoting 
the  rate  of  duty  thereupon,  and  shall  be  signed 
by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  and  being 
countersigned  hy  the  collector,  who  shall  issue 
the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  issued,  shall  be 
granted  to  any  person  who  shall  desire  the  same, 
upon  application  in  writing,  and  upon  payment, 
or  securing  of  payment  as  aforesaid,  of  the  sum 
or  duty  payable  by  this  act.  upon  each  license 
requested. 
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>ifc.  6.   And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the 

aj^iif  cation, ;in  writing,  to  be  made  by  anj'  person 
jiL^)jying  fof  a  license  for  distilling  as  aforesaid, 
i2|9  state  nhe  place  or  places  of  distilling,  the 
^>Jr.^ber  an»  contents  of  the  still  or  stills,  boiler 
o#*Ui)ilers,  s^odjwhether  intended  to  disiil  spirit- 
ir':)^i}6  liquorv  from  foreign  or  domestic  materials. 
A^J  no  per<on  having  obtai'Qed  a  license  in  one 
cfjifciion  district  sliall  be  required  to  take  out  an 
ifUUiional  license  in  anottier  district  for  the  same 
sb^l^wilhin  the  period  of  the  first  license.  And 
eyf4y  persop  making  a  false  statement  ia  either 
t^Whe  .»^aid  •particulars,  or  who  shall  distil  spirit- 
ui^  liquo^  from  materials  other  than  those 
i^f  I  in  lh«^  application  aforesaid,  as  well  as  the 
(^^er  or  siljperintendent  of  any  distillery,  still  or 
sl-jlr,  with  Aespect  to  which  sucii  false  statement 
s&|Hl  have  ^een  made,  or  which  shall  be  thus 
tiM.^wfiilly  '-employed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
*,il  of  one  Jiundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recoT- 
ef.itl  with  c<*st^  of  suit. 

jM;c.  7.  /^d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
s4  I  collec'or,  or  iiis  deputy  duly  authorized 
uiiili-r  his  hand  and  seal,  shall  be  authorized  to 
eli(a'',  at  anv  time,  any  distillery,  or  place  where 
iif^;>till,  biiiler,  or  other  vessel  used  in  di^tilla- 
i^ui  are  ke^t  or  used  within  his  colleciioD  dis- 
t^tt  for  lhe_  purpose  of  inspecting,  examining,  or 
ntoJ^uriog  Ljie  same,  and  the  other  vessels  therein. 
^  J  every  /wner  of  such  distillery,  stills,  or  buil- 
e5t40r  oih»r  vessels,  or  person  having  the  care, 
h-^piijJnniendt^nce.  or  management  of  the  same, 
vijif  shall  rrfuse  to  admit  such  oQicer  as  afore- 
frt.^l  or  to  puffer  him  tu  inspect,  examine,  or 
nn^ure  tht;  same,  shall,  for  every  such  rpfusal, 
fi^l.til  and  \{^Y  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

ji^fc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
c^^.-^  in  which  a  license  lor  stills  or  boilers  may 
hiif  been  granted  fur  their  employment,  accord- 
it^  \o  the  |."veseut  rates  ot  duly,  tor  a  period  ex- 
t^Jing  beyond  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one 
tl^Isand  eiijlil  hundred  and  sixteen,  the  person 
l^Cj^frltom  t|ie  same  may  have  been  granted  or 
>ferred  Vhall,  on  or  before  the  said  day,  pay, 
o»ir|cure  il>*;  payment,  in  manner  aforesaid,  of  a 
st>M' equal  iV  such  proportion  of  the  additional 
d|^^  licrebf  iniposed  on  licenses  for  stills  and 
b^Hi^r^k  as  s»id  period  bears  tu  that  for  which  the 
8i|<^  license' was  granted;  the  payment  of  which 
snv>'  shall  ^e  eQdor:>ed  by  the  collector  on  said 
l^.*4ise.  Aifid  if  any  still  or  boiler  shall,  after  the 
sir^J  thirteerith  day  of  June,  be  employed  in  dis- 
l.li4)g  spir(4Uous  liquors  without  the  additional 
cKiw  having  been  previously  paid  or  secured  as 
ajiisaid,  itie  owner,  agent,  or  superintendent 
ii'j^'ieol  sha^  forfeit  and  pay  the  sura  of  one  hun- 
•dre^  dolldr^v  together  with  double  the  amount  o( 
*tb«^aid  adi^itional  duties. 

<ftf€c.  9.  4'^d  be  It  further  enacted,  That  all  the 

•poro^ioions  (i'  this  act  shall  be  deemed  tu  apply  to 

^^,,'sltll  or  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  used  in  disiilla- 

"tVini,  which^ shall  be  employed  to  the  rectificatioo 

(5  siiirituoi^^  liquors. 

f^Lc.  \0.'.And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
^^use  heri-iufore   or   hereafter  granted  for  em- 

jitio^iug  a  y.ill,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  in  distilling 


spirits  from  foreign  materials,  shall  authorize  the 
distilling  spirits  from  domestic  materials  also. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  de- 
duetion  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  shall  be 
made  for  the  duty  payable  for  a  license  to  distil 
spirituous  liquors,  on  the  payment  thereof  at  the 
time  of  obtaining  the  same,  whether  the  ^anie 
be  payable  on  a  credit  or  not,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai,  in 
future,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  distiller  or  dis- 
tillers of  domestic  spirits,  and  all  persons  from 
whose  materials  such  spirits  shall  be  distilled,  to 
sell  without  a  license,  by  retail,  any  quaotitjr 
thereof,  not  less  than  one  gallon. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  provisions  of  "An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  collection  of  internal  duties, 
and  for  the  appointment  and  compensation  uf  as- 
sessors," passed  on  the  second  day  of  August,  one 
thou.«and  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall,  and 
are,  hereby  declared  to  apply  in  full  f^orce  to  the 
duties  laid  by,  and  to  be  collected  under,  this  act, 
the  same  as  if  such  duties  and  this  act  were  re- 
cognised therein  ;  which  said  duties  shall  be  col- 
lected by  the  same  collectors,  iq  the  same  man- 
ner, for  the  same  commissions,  and  under  the 
same  directions,  as  are  thereby  established  in  re- 
lation to  the  other  internal  duties:  and  alt  the 
obligations,  duties,  and  penalties,  thereby  imposed 
upon  collectors,  are  hereby  imposed  upon  the 
collectors  of  the  duties  laid  by  this  act. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
their  respective  disirict.s,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be 
incurred  by  force  of  this  act.  bhall  and  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  by  bill,  plaint,  information,  or  action  of 
debt,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  lis*  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  o{ 
the  per>on  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover, 
if  other  than  a  collector,  shall  fir-t  inform  of  itie 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  incurred, 
unless  the  breach  of  this  act,  for  which  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  may  be  incurred,  cannot  be 
established  without  the  testimony  of  such  collector 
or  other  informant,  in  which  case  the  whole  of 
such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  .shall  be  to  the 
use  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  19,  1816. 


chu- 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Baittmora  and  M 

setts  Bible  yjcielieB. 

Be  it  enacted.  <fc.,  That  all  the  duties  due  and 
payable  to  the  United  States,  on  a  set  of  stereo- 
iy()€  plates,  owned  by  the  Baltimore  Bible  Society, 
imjurted  from  L^jndon  to  Philadel[)liia,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  on 
board  the  ship  Electra ;  and  from  London  to  Bdl- 
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timore  in  the  same  year,  on  board  the  ship  Joseph, 
be.  and  the  same  are  hereby,  remitted. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be.  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  direct  a  debenture  to  be  i.«ued  to 
the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  for  a  drawback 
of  duties  upon  an  invoice  of  bibles  exported  from 
the  port  of  Boston,  on  board  the  brigantine  Pan- 
ther, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen  :  Provided  however.  That  the  said  Society 
shall  produce  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  satd 
Comptroller,  as  the  law  directs,  that  the  invoice 
aforesaid  has  been  landed  in  some  foreign  port  or 
place. 

ApproTed,  April  20,  1816. 


An  Act,  further  supplenaenlary  to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  indemnificalion  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,    That  every  person  or  per- 
sons   claiming    public    lands    in    the    Mississippi 
Territory,  under  the  act  or  pretended  act  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,   passed   January  the  seventh, 
onethousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  who 
have  not  duly  released  their  claims  to  the  United 
Slates,  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  indemnifica- 
tion provided  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
thirty-first    day    of   March,    one    thousand    eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  entitled  ''An  act  providing 
for  the  indemnification   of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands  in  the   Missijsippi   Territory,"  and 
the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  shall  be  allowed 
further  time  to  execute  and   file  with  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  decide  on  such  claims, 
good  and  sufficient   legal   releases  of  their  claim, 
as  by  said  acts  are   required,  until  the  first  Mon- 
day of  March  next.    And  the  commissioners  afore- 
said are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  de- 
cide on  such  claims,  and  to  adjudge  to  every  such 
claimant  or  claimants  the  proportion  of  indemni- 
fication to  which  he  or  they  may  be  respectively 
entitled. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners  aforesaid  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized,  in  alt  cases  where  they  shall 
direct  suits  to  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of 
money  fraudulently  withdrawn  from  the  treasury 
of  Georgia,  to  transmit  to  the  counsel  or  attorney 
appointed  to  institute  and  conduct  such  suits  or 
prosecutions,  all  original  papers  or  documents  in 
their  possession,  that  may  furnish  evidence  to 
sustain  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  ptid,  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  to  each  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners and  their  secretary,  the  further  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  as  a  compensation  for  the  addi- 
tional services  required  by  this  act. 
Approved.  April  20.  1816. 


major  to  each  battalion  of  the  militia,  as  is  pro- 
vided by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establish- 
ing a  uniform  militia  tliroughoul  the  United 
Slates,"  approved  May  the  eighth,  ono  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  there  shall  be  one 
colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  and  one  major  to 
each  regiment  of  the  militia,  consisting  of  two 
battalions.  Where  there  shall  be  only  one  bat- 
talion, it  shall  be  commanded  by  a  major.  PrO' 
tided,  That  nothing  contained  herein  sh^ll  be 
construed  to  annul  any  commission  in  the  militia 
which  may  be  ia  force,  as  granted  by  the  author- 
ity of  any  State  or  Territory,  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  herein  recited,  and  bearing  date  prior  to  the 
said  first  day  of  May  next. 

Approved,  April  20.  1816. 


An  Act  coBceming  field  oflicers  of  the  Militia. 

Be  it  enacted.  <fr..  That,  from  and  after  the 
fi'si  day  of  May  next,  instead  of  one  lieutenant 
colonel  commandant  le  each  regiment,  and  one 


An  Act  respecting  the   Isle  officers  and  crew  of  the 
stoop-of-war  Wasp. 

Whereas,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
sloop-of-war  Wasp,  an  armed  ship  of  the  United 
Siates.andlatelycommanded  by  Captain  Johnston 
Blakely,  is  lost  : 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  the  representatives  of  Captain  Johnston 
Blakely,  and  of  each  of  the  officers  and  crew 
aforesaid,  as  is  hereinafter  directed,  twelve  months 
wages  ;  and  tliat  there  be  paid  to  the  aforesaid 
representatives,  and  to  the  survivors  of  said  offi- 
cers and  crew,  if  such  there  be.  ihe  sum  of  fifiy 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  distributed  as  prize  money 
for  the  capture  and  destruction,  by  said  jloop-of- 
war,  of  the  Briiish  armed  vessels  Reindeer  and 
Avon. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  eixacted,  That  the 
distribution  of  said  wages  and  compensation  shall 
be  as  follows,  viz  :  one-third  to  the  widow,  and 
two-third  parts  to  the  children  of  the  deceased; 
and  in  case  there  be  no  child,  the  whole  to  the 
widow  ;  and  if  there  be  no  widow,  then  to  the 
child  or  children  ;  and  if  there  be  neither  widow 
nor  child,  then  to  the  parent  or  parents;  and  if 
there  be  no  parent,  then  to  the  brothers  and  sisters; 
and  if  there  be  neither  brother  nor  sister,then  such 
share  or  shares,  not  claimed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
and  remain  part  of  the  navy  pension  fund;  and  the 
sums  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated: 
Provided,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  there  shall 
be  only  one  child,  the  widow  shall  have  an  equal 
share  with  the  child. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized and  required  to  appoint  a  prize  agent, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  disburse  the  moneys 
aforesaid,  or  to  refund  any  balance  thereof,  under 
such  rules  or  regulations  as  the  said  Secretary 
may  prescribe  ;  and  that  all  moneys  not  claimed 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  within  two  years  from  the 
day  when  said  sums  shall  be  put  at  the  disposal 
of  ihe  said  prize  agent,  shall  be  deemed  and  held 
a  part  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 
Approved,  April  20,  1816. 
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ta^  it  enacted,  d^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
t^Q^ed  Stacks  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
ImsJ-  the  Ujiited  States'  saline,  uear  the  Wabash 
/Wfj,  for  a  ,erm  not  eiceeding  seven  years,  from 
d^J^atter  ti^e  end  of  the  pre.-ent  term,  on  such 
<:<(!j4iii0Ds  !),s  will  insure  the  working  the  saoie 
m^s't  extentiiveiy,  and  most  advaotageoujly  to 
i\L  pniied  $tates. 

-Aipprovea.  April  24,  1816. 

M  [  

Ajp  ^ct  to  in^rctM  the  pensiom  of  inTalids  in  ccrtaip 

fptfca ;  for  jhe  relief  of  invahds  in  the  militii ;  and 

'io^  the  apj<oLntment  of  pension    agents    in    those 

^t^tes  wheje  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans. 

J^l  It  fruited,  f c,    That  ail   persons,  of  the 

ra^iV^  herei^alter   named,  who  are   now  on  the 

m^Uiary  periston  roll  of  the  United  Slates,  shall, 

trj»ui  and  alVr  the  passage  of  this  act.  be  eniiiled 

Ct^^id  receive,  for  disabilities  of  the  highest  de- 

^iT<;the  folllwing  sums,  io  lieu  of  those  to  which 

itfi.y.are  nofr  entiiled,  to  wit:  a  first  lieutenant, 

aetejteen    dollars;    a  second    lieuienant,   fifteen 

di^lalfs;   a  iljird  lieutenant,  fourteen  dollars;  an 

toji^n.  iliirtoen  dollar>;  and  a  non-commissioned 

otoc*r,   niusv;ian   or    private,  leighi    dollars    per 

lifiafh  ;  andifor  disabilities  of  a  degree  less  than 

tlii  'i'g^^^'i  j*  s""^  proporlionably  less. 

:  ^s^c.  2.    j^nd  be  it  further  enacted,   That  all 

pe|54'is  of  the  aforesaid  ranks,  whu  may  hereaf- 

•if't^*'  placed  on   the  military  pension  roll  of  the 

U^l^d  States,  shall,  according  to  their  ranks  and 

tJctr^es  of  disabilities,  be  placed  on  at  the  afore- 


^^  .ict  auth(f  izing  the  President  of  the  United  Sut«s  I  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, for  the  bet- 
.  Ao. lease  thf  sahne  near  the  Wabash  rirer,  for  a  term  ter  organization  of  the  general  staff  be,  and  the 
X  i>i<f  exceeding  seven  years.  same  are  hereby,  so  far  established,  that  the  gen- 

eral staff  shall  in  future  consist  of  one  adjutant 
and  inspector  general  of  the  army,  and  one  adju- 
tant general,  one  inspector  general,  three  topo- 
graphical engineers,  and  one  quartermaster  gen- 
eral, with  one  deputy  quartermaster  general  to  a 
division;  and  an  assistant  of  each  to  every  bri- 
gade, which  shall  supersede  the  brigade  quarter- 
masters and  inspectors  now  existing;  and  the 
apothecary  general,  as  heretofore  authorized,  be 
allowed  two  as»isiani  apothecaries. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
medical  staff  shall  be  so  extended,  that  there 
shall  be  four  hospital  surgeons,  and  eight  hospital 
surgeon's  mates  to  each  division,  with  as  many 
post  surgeons  as  the  service  may  require,  not  ex- 
ceeding twelve  to  each  divi.sion,  who  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  hospital 
surgeon's  mates  ;  and  that  there  be  three  judge- 
advocates  to  each  division,  and  one  chaplain  to 
each  brigade  of  the  army,  who  shall  receive  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  major,  as  heretofore 
allowed. 

Sec.  3.   And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the 
pay  department  shall   consist  of  one   paymaster 
general  of  the  army,  with   the   annual  salary  of 
two  thousand  five   hundred   dollars,  and    that  in 
addition  to   regimental  paymasters,  there  be  ap- 
pointed one  paymaster  to  each   battalion  of  the 
corps  of  artillery,  who,  as  well  as  the  regimental 
paymasters,  in  addition  to  the  regular  and  punc- 
tual  payment  of  their   respective    regiments   or 
corps,  shall  discharge   the  duties  of  district  pay- 
masters within  such   district  as  shall  from   time 
to  time  be  assigned   them   by  the  paymaster  gen- 
eral, under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Provided,  That  regimental  and  battalion  paymas- 
ters may  be  taken  either  from  the  subalterns  of  the 
army,  or  citizens,  and  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  :    Provided  also.  That  regi- 
mental and  battalion  paymasters  shall  receive  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  major,  and  shall  each  be 
allowed   a  capable   non-commissioned   officer  as 
clerk,  who,  while  so  employed,  shall  receive  dou- 
ble nay,  and  the  actual  expense  of  transportation 
while  travelling  under  orders  in   the  discharge  of 
his  duty. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  regimental  and  battalion  pay- 
masters to  pay  all  the  regular  troops;  and  to  in- 
sure punctuality  and  responsibility,  correct  reports 
shall  be  made  to  the  paymaster  general  once  in 
two  months,  showing  the  disposition  of  the  funds 
previously  transmitted,  with  accurate  estimates 
for  the  next  payment  of  such  regiment,  garrison, 
or  department,  as  may  have  been  assigned  to 
each,  and  whenever  any  paymaster  shall  fail  to 
transmit  such  estimate,  or  neglect  to  render  bis 
vouchers  to  the  paymaster  general  for  settlement 
of  his  accounts,  more  than  six  months  after  re- 
ceiving funds,  he  shall  be  recalled,  and  another 
appointed  in  his  place. 

Sec.  5.    And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the 
purchasing  department  shall  consist  of  one  com- 


sjn^  {ales  of  :pensions  in   lieu  cf  those  heretofore 
Ct-HiUished:  ]Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tliiatU  shall»be  construed  to  lessen   the  pension 
cJ  ijjy  pers(Ji  who,  by  special  provision,  is  enti- 
iJtL^  \o  a  higier  pension  than  is  herein  provided. 
-^  ^jjc.  3.    And  be  \t  further  enacted,    That  all 
lima:  and   regulations   relating  to  the  admission 
c«f  sJUe  officers  and  soldiers  ol   the  regular  army 
ti);.U  placed, on   the   pension   roll  of   the  United 
h\^i\s  shall,;and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  re- 
l'f'd^H"*"y/'°  ^^^  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
iia.i5ta,  whil  t  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates. 
J  i^ijc.  4.   And  be  it  further  eiacted,    That  the 
Stjcivtary  for  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  he 
ik  Meleby.au^iorized  and  required  lo  appoint  some 
Qt  ar|d  prope-  person  in   those  States  and  Terri- 
(|j:"it>  where   there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans 
:inii  ^Iso  in  tjie  District  of  Maine,  to  perform  the 
rtuJjAs  in  ihoje  States  and  Territories,  and  in  said 
tfiV^'flct,    res jjec lively,  relating    to    penMons   and 
t^j^eXjoers,  \^hich  are  now  required  ot  said  com- 
i»ije.|'jners  ir»  their  respective  States. 
;  4iproved.'April  24,  1S16. 

-  ^^  ;  

.i-tfiyt  for  o^aniiing  the  General  Staff,  and  mak- 
p&H  further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
fiijtes  I 

,  ^l^it  enacied,  <§■€.,  That  in  addition  to  the  act 
?5f1<^>ng  f^  a  Military  Peace  Establishment, 
?'*  j>rovisioiis  of  the  act  of  March  third,  one 
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missary  general  of  purchases,  as  heretofore  au- 
thorized, with  the  annual  salary  cf  three  thousand 
dollars,  and  one  deputy  commis.«iary  to  each  divi- 
sion, with  the  annual  »alary  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  and  six  assistant  commissaries  of  issues, 
with  the  annual  salary  of  one  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  as  many  military  store- 
keef>ers  as  the  service  may  require,  whose  sala- 
ries shall  be  regulated  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
according  to  the  duty  they  may  perform  :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  pay  and  emoluments  shall  not 
exceed  that  of  a  capiain  of  infantry. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  of- 
ficers of  the  pay.  commissary,  and  quartermaster's 
department,  shall,  previous  to  their  entering  on 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  give  good 
and  sufficient  bonds  to  the  United  States,  fully 
to  accouut  for  all  money  and  public  property 
which  they  may  receive,  in  such  sum  as  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  direct.  And  all  paymasters, 
commis.'^aries,  and  storekeepers,  shall  be  subject  lo 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  in  the  same  manner 
as  commissioned  officers  :  Provided  also.  That 
all  officers  of  the  pay  and  commissary's  depart- 
ments be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their  con- 
firmation, in  the  same  manner  as  the  officers  of 
the  army. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be.  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  pre^^cribe  the  quantity  and  kind  of 
clothing  to  be  issued  annually  to  the  troops  of  the 
United  Slates:  Provided,  That  wiienever  more 
than  the  authorized  quaniity  is  required,  the  value 
of  the  extra  ariicle<<  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
soldiers'  pay,  and  in  like  manner  the  soldiers  shall 
receive  pay,  according  to  the  annual  estimated 
value  for  such  auttiorized  articles  of  uniiorm  as 
shall  not  have  been  issued  to  them  in  each  year. 
Provided,  also.  That  the  manner  of  issuing  and 
accounting  for  clothing  shall  be  established  in  the 
general  regulations  of  the  War  Department. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  io  all 
cases  where  a  soldier  of  the  regular  army  shall 
have  been  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  clothing  shall  be  due  to  said  sol- 
dier, It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Paymaster  General 
to  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  for,  according  to  the 
price  paid  in  the  seventh  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral officers  of  the  staff  shall  respectively  receive 
the  pay  and  emoluments,  and  retain  all  the  privi- 
leges secured  to  the  staff  of  the  Army,  by  the  act 
of  March  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. and  not  incompatible  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act ;  and  that  the  regulations  m  force  be- 
fore the  reduction  of  the  Army  be  recognised,  as 
far  as  the  same  shall  be  found  applicable  to  the 
service,  subject  however  to  such  alterations  as  the 
Secretary  of  W^ar  may  adopt,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers  of  the  staff,  provisionally  retained  by  the 
President,  and  in  this  act  enumerated  and  made 
permanent,  be  recognised  in  service  under  this  act, 
and  that  the  garrison  surgeons  and  mates  be  here- 
after considered  as  post  surgeons;  and  hereafter 


the  staff  of  the  Army  may  be  taken  from  the  line 

of  the  Army,  or  from  citizens. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 

ordnance  department  be  continued  as  at   present 

organized  under  the  act  of  February  eighth,  one 

tliousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. and  that  ord- 
1  nance  officers  be  assigned  to  their  duties  with  the 
I  sta*ff  of  the  Army,  in  the  same  manner  as  from  the 
;  corps  of  engineers. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
'  forage  is  not  drawn  in  kind  by  officers  of  the  Army 

eniitled  thereto,  eight  dollars  per  month  for  each 
j  horse,  not  exceeding  the  number  authorized  by 
;  existing    regulations,    shall    be   allowed    in    lieu 

thereof:  Proric/cti,  That  neither  forage  nor  money 
j  shall  be  drawn  by  officers,  but  for  horses  actually 

kept  by  them  in  service:  Provided,  also.  That 
I  none  except  company  officers  shall  be  allowed  to 
]  take  as  servants  or  waiters  soldiers  of  the  Army, 
!  and   that  all  officers  be  allowed,  for  each  private 

servant  actually  kept  in  service,  not  exceeding 
j  the  number  authorized  by  existing  regulations, 
I  the  pay.  rations,  and  clothing  of  a  private  soldier, 
'  or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  on  a  certificate  setting 
;  forth  the  name  and  description  of  the  servant  or 
I  servants,   in   the   pay   account:    Provided,  aha, 

That  one  additional  ration  be  allowed  to  all  sub- 
I  al tern  officers  of  the  Arm V- 
;       Approved.  April  24,  1816. 


An  Act  concerning  the  entry  of  vessels  at  the  ports  ot 
Middletown  and  Plymouth. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
make  entry  of  foreign  ships  or  vessels,  and  of  car- 
goes which  may  be  on  board  the  same,  and  to 
unlade  such  cargoes  respectively,  or  any  part 
thereof,  at  the  port  of  Middletown,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  at  Plymouth,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  under  the  regulations  in  such 
cases  by  law  provided. 

Approved,  April  24,  1816. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  the  following  suras  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that  is 
to  say  : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
of  the  seamen,  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  thousand  and  fifteen  dollars. 

For  provisions,  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  medicine,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  including  those  of  the  ma- 
rine corps,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  military  stores, 
two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  navy  yards,  dock.*,  and  wharves,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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''■jftST  contifigent  expenses,  including  freight, 
tTiiiiJ>jiortaiio^,and  recruiting  expenses,  three  huo- 
rftfU/thousat^J  dollars. 

•  fy  P*y  ^'i^^  subsistence  of  the  marine  corp$>, 
(Jnj-  iundred'iod  foriy-one  thousand,  one  hundred 
i^rjfi  |eventy-Jwo  dollars. 

l^iif  clothij^g  for  the  same,  thirty-four  thousand 
ottf  K*undred'and  sixty-six  dollars. 

(  military  stnre>  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
jndred;and  eighty-eight  dollars, 
contingent  expenses  for  the  same,  fourteen 
t&Su'.-and  &V4,  hundred  dollars. 
J  rbj|D.  2.  At'd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sev- 
eja).  f  ppropr^iions,  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
Ij-Vu  i>ut  of  n^oneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
a£f)r(fpriated 


Fudlie  Acts  of  Congrtf. 
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[Iproredj-April  24,  1816. 


/^  /"^ct  for  t^e  more  convenient  amnpement  of  the 
^fi"a>«»and  pC»ce«  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the 
^llr^ted   Stages,  for  the  districts  of  South   Carolina 
Jnf  Georgim. 

"iitiit  enac/sd.  f  c-.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
da,y*  if  June  jiext.  the  circuit  courts  in  and  for  the 
s.-^ihl  circuit.of  the  United  States  shall  be  held 
a:t^)i  follow^n^  times  and  places,  and  no  others  ; 
t^»ijs  to  sa^,  for  the  district  of  Georgia,  at  Sa 


va»i»%ih,  on  ^he  fourteenth  day  of  December,  in 
i-Vifc^  year,  ijnd  at  Milledgeville,on  the  sixth  day 
«jf;i^iay  in  ejery  year ;  for  the  district  of  South 
C^^iina,  at  Charleston,  on  the  twentirth  day  of 
I5^|raber  iqf  every  year,  and  at  Columbia  on  the 
f«i_?i3tieih  d^y  of  April  in  every  year;  and  the 
(Nt'JcMit  cour^is  fur  the  said  distriels  respectively, 
Oi||^'a|e  circiat  judge  of  the  said  sixih  circuit  js 
fct*)gprized  s^d  required  to  make  all  such  rules 
arj^  J)rders  b$  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect ihe  change  in  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
said  courts,  i^cording  to  the  true  intentand  mean- 
^j^^jf  this  ai{;t. 
-'jibprovedj April  24,  1816. 

H     '       — 

Xji'Jt,et  tor  tl,e  reUef  of  certain  purchasers  of  public 
*.  I         Imntts  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

3?!  it  eniifted,  fc,  That  every  person  who. 
*m^i  the  liijki  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
i)&>>iredandieleven,and  prior  toiheetghteenihday 
ot  j0De,  ont; thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
b<d  'purchased  any  tract  or  tracts  of  public  laud 
ir>il|e  Mississippi  Terrilory,  not  exceeding  in  the 
kjie  six  f'undred  and    fortv  acres,  unless  the 

Jc|  purchajied  be  a  Iractional  section  or  section? 
9%^'^^^'"''^^^^^''^'^^  classed  with  an  entire  sec- 
t4ft)«aDd  wl)Ose  lands  have  not  already  been  ac- 
u  jry  sold  "pt  reverted  to  the  United  Slates  for 
nisjpaymei^  of  pan  of  the  purchase  money,  shall 
b^iluwed  tlje  further  time  of  two  yearsaod  eight 
njj-^ihs  froii  and  after  the  expiration  of  itie  pres- 
fi^  .period  ulrfady  given  by  law  for  completing 
l'.^  daymen!  of  ihe  >aid  purchase  money  ;  whicli 
f'Ctlfr  iern»!  of  two  years  and  eight  monihs  shall 
btf  flowed  itnly  on  ilie  condition,  that  all  arrear> 
cjiilterest  ofi  the  purchase  money  shall  have  been 
■  on  or  ti'lore  the  time  shall  have  expired  for 


completing  the  payment  of  the  purchase  monev: 
Provided,  That  in  all  case«<  in  which  the  time  for 
comjileiing  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money 
may  have  expired,  or  shall  expire,  before  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  the  interest  may  be  paid  on  or 
before  that  day.  But  in  ca.se  of  failure  in  paying 
either  the  arrears,  or  the  residue  of  principal  with 
ihe  accruing  interest,  as  is  herein  provided,  the 
tract  of  land  shall  forthwith  be  advertised  and 
offered  for  sale,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
same  terms,  as  is  directed  by  law  in  case  of  lands 
not  paid  for  wiihin  the  limited  term,  and  shall 
revert  in  like  manner,  if  the  sum  due,  with  inter- 
est, be  not  at  such  sale  bidden  and  paid.  And  in 
cases  where  any  tract  or  tracts  ot  land  in  said 
Territory,not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  unless  the  tract  be  a  fractional 
section  or  sections,  or  fractional  sections  cla-sed 
with  an  entire  section  have,  since  the  first  day  of 
October  last,  reverted  to  the  United  States,  for 
default  of  payment,  the  original  purchaser  may 
again  enter  the  same  tract  or  tracts  at  the  price 
at  which  such  tract  or  tracts  were  enginally  sold  ; 
and  all  moneys  which  such  original  purchaser 
may  have  paid  shall  be  replaced  to  his  credit  by 
the  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  district  in 
which  the  land  may  lie,  and  such  re-purchasers 
shall  be  allowed  the  same  benefits  of  the  extension 
of  the  time  of  payment  created  by  this  act,  as 
though  no  such  reversion  had  occurred:  Provided, 
That  such  original  purchaser  shall  make  to  ihe 
proper  officer  such  application  for  such  re-entry 
as  IS  required  by  law  for  the  entry  of  lands  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  that  the  land 
so  reverted  shall  not  have  then  been  previously 
resold. 

Approved,  April  24,  1816. 


An  Act  supptementarj  to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
granting  tx)unU»^  in  lands  and  extra  pay  to  certain 
Canadian  volunteers." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  instead  of  the  Treasu- 
rer of  the  United  States,  as  is  prescribed  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment.  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay  to  each  of  the  persons  described  in 
the  act  above  recited,  according  to  the  provisions 
thereof,  three  months'  pay  in  addition  to  that  to 
which  they  may  have  been  previously  entitled, 
according  to  the  rank  they  respfciively  held  in 
ihe  Army  of  the  United  Stales  during  the  late 
war. 

Approved,  April  26,  1816. 


An  Act  declaring  the  sasent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Sute  of  Virginia. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  assent  of  Congress 
is  hert-by  givt-n  and  declared  loan  act  of  the  Gen- 
ercl  As.>embly  of  Virginia,  entitled  "An  act  in- 
corporating a  company  for  the  purpose  uf  improv- 
ing the  navigation  ol  James  river  iVom  Warwick 
10  Rockeu's  landing,"  which  act  was  passed  on 
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the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
Approved,  April  26.  1816. 


An  Act  rewsrding  the  ofTicem  snd  crew  of  the  Consti- 
tution, for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop-of-war 
Levant. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be.  and  he  hereby  is.  authorized  to 
have  distributed  as  prize  money,  to  Captain  Chas. 
Stewart,  late  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  his  offi- 
cers and  crew,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop-of-war 
Levant;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Approved,  April  26,  1816. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  John  T.  Cuurtnay  and  Uamuel  Harrison,  or  their 
legal  representatives. 

Be  it  enacted.  <fc..  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay  to  John  T.  Courtnay  and  Samuel 
Harrison,  citizens  of  Virginia,  or  if  either  of  both  of 
them  be  dead,  then  to  their  legal  representatives,  ihe 
sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  to 
be  equally  divided  between  them  ;  which  sura  is 
paid  them  in  consequence  of  their  exertions  in 
saving  from  being  destroyed  by  fire,  the  gunboat 
schooner  Asp,  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
when  she  v\as  set  on  fire  and  left  burning  by  the 
enemy,  after  having  been  taken  by  them  in  an 
action  in  the  month  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  in  the  nver  Potomac. 

Approved,  April  26,  1816. 


An  Act  establishing  a  port  of  delivery  at  the  town  of 
the  Bayou  St.  John. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  town  of  the  Bayou 
St.  John,  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  a  \toxi 
of  delivery  ;  that  a  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  to 
reside  at  said  port;  that  all  ships  and  vessels 
bound  to  said  port  shall,  after  proceeding  thereto, 
and  making  report  and  entry,  at  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  within  the  time  limited  by  law,  be  per- 
mitted to  unlade  their  cargoes  at  the  said  town 
of  the  Bayou  St.  John,  or  at  the  basin  of  the 
canal  of  Carondolet,  adjoining  ihe  city  of  New 
Orleans,  under  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed 
by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  pa.ssed 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Februiry,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  eniiiled  "An  act  for 
laying  and  collecting  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, within  the  territories  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  as  is  contrary  to  this  act,  is  here- 
by repealed. 

Approved,  April  26,  1816. 
14lh  Con.  Isl  Sess. — 59 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  as- 
sessing and  collecting  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  in  regard  to  the  direct 
lax  imposed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod 
sixteen,  and  to  any  other  direct  tax  that  may  be 
hereafter  imposed,  the  enumerations,  valuations, 
and  assessments  first  made,  or  to  be  made,  in 
virtue  of  the  -Act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for 
assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  passed  the 
ninth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  shall  remain  unchanged,  except  inso- 
much as  the  respective  amounts  of  tax  may  be 
affected  by  the  augmentation  or  diminution  of  the 
aggregate  tax  laid,  or  to  be  laid,  and  the  property 
so  enumerated,  valued,  and  assessed,  shall  con- 
tinue liable,  with  such  qualification,  to  the  taxes 
so  assessed,  subject  only  to  the  changes  herein- 
after provided  for,  and  to  those  that  may  arise 
from  the  correction  of  errors,  as  authorized  by  the 
last  recited  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
changes  to  be  made  in  the  said  enumeratioQS, 
valuations,  and  assessments,  and  in  the  subsequent 
revisions  thereof,  shall  be  relative  to  the  first  day 
of  June  in  the  present  year,  and  in  every  subse- 
quent year  in  which  a  direct  tax  may  be  imposed, 
shall  be  effected  by  the  principal  assessors,  with- 
out the  employment  of  assistant  assessors,  and 
shall  extend  to  the  supplying  omissions  of  asses- 
sable property,  to  the  transfers  of  real  estate  and 
slaves,  to  the  changes  of  residents  and  non-resi- 
dents, to  the  burning  or  destruction  of  houses  OT 
other  fixed  improvements  of  real  estate,  to  the 
exemption  of  property  that  may  have  ceased  to 
be  assessable,  and  to  the  assessment  of  property 
that  may  have  ceased  to  be  exempted  from  asses- 
ment,  to  such  other  cases  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  find  it  necessary  in  the  furtherance 
of  justice  specially  to  authorize,  and  to  the  birth 
or  death  of  slares,  or  their  running  away,  or 
otherwise  becoming  useless:  Provided,  That 
changes  in  the  last  case  shall  be  solely  where  the 
tax  standing  chargeable  to  any  person  for  slares 
would  be  diminished  by  the  valuation  on  the  said 
first  day  of  June  of  all  those  then  owned  by  such 
person,  excepting  those  obtained  by  transfer,  fa 
which  case  the  reduction  in  the  valuation  shall 
be  equal  to  the  difference  between  the  amount  of 
the  original  and  existing  valuation. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  ttie  duty  of  each  of  the  principal  assessors, 
within  fifteen  days  from  the  first  of  June,  to  at- 
tend in  person,  or  in  case  of  his  sickness,  by  a 
deputy  to  be  appointed  by  him,  at  six  several 
places  within  his  district  most  convenient  to  the 
inhabitants,  the  court-houses  being  of  the  number, 
except  where  they  exceed  six,  and  then  at  each 
court  house  within  the  district,  for  one  full  day 
at  each  place,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  any  io- 
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fo)^i|tion  as^to  the  changes  as  aforesaid,  which 
mii  5?aTe  ta^en  place  since  the  preceding  assess- 
M^t»  or  re\fision,  which  information  shall  be 
j'i^v'^  in  wri'ing:  under  the  signature  of  the  person 
wl,-?!f  fax  m^y  be  affected  thereby  ;  of  which  at- 
tetsJ^nce,  and  the  object  thereof,  the  said   princi- 

Sat.T^sessor  ^hall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
ljy'*precedi1)g.  cause  notice  to  be  given,  which 
au*icL  shall  ie  inserted  three  times  weekly  in  all 
lb«r:rfewspa|T^rs  published  within  his  district,  and 
iD^^ndbills';' to  be  posted  up  at  all  the  court- 
bi^sS-s  therein  ;  causing,  at  the  same  time  and  in 
lb*  si™^  nic^e,  notice  to  be  given  that  he  will 
ai^ijl  to  h-ar  appeals  relative  to  any  such 
cbftotes  at  ijpie  times  and  places  herein  specified 
th(tr*or.       f 

ipij.  4.  Ay'd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of  hlje  said  jirincipai  assessors  shall,  within  ten 
da^tlafter  \\^  said  fifteen  days,  according  to  the 
iu^finationio  received,  or  to  any  other  informa- 
tiqj^  iaiisfacrory  to  him,  revise  the  general  lists 
for- lijs  distft*t,  and  note  in  a  supplementary  form 
sUf'hJchangf*.  as  shall  appear  to  him  to  have  oc- 
cufrid  ;  ani^  shall,  within  the  said  term  of  ten 
dai^-imake  o^ji  a  distinct  statement  of  each  change. 
WV^  shall  include  the  name  of  the  person  so 
UaTh!^  to  fax.  and  the  valuation  of  the 


Ua^'hlj  to  fax.  and  the  valuation  of  the  property 
anJ^hall  eiiher  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to 
\Mph  person,  or  to  be  put  in  the  mail, addressed  to 
biAior  her,  *nd  directed  to  the  post  office  nearest 
loVt^gj  or  her  abode,  agreeably  to  the  best  inform- 
>r^ti  of  the  said  principal  assessor,  with  a  notifi- 
t^^'idn  of  tlje  times  and  places  of  hearing  any 
ajlft^als  thai  may  be  made,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
v^e^  for:  /provided.  That  no  such  notice  need 
b^'g^ven  to  jiersons  not   residing  within   the  dis- 

-  Jfic.  5.  Ajnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
?>^ie  duty  ^f  the  said  principal  assessor  to  attend 
ac"  ilie  several  places  aforesaid  within  his  district, 
Wiiliin  fifte^  days  from  the  expiration  of  the  ten 
'ti^yJaforesf^jd,  for  at  least  one  day  at  each  court- 
hoo^,  for  tfte  purpose  of  receiving  any  appeals 
t)(4t  may  h^  made  in  writing  as  to  the  changes 
a|rir^said.  wjiich  changes  shall  be  open  to  the  in- 
b.Jti;iion  of  »ny  person  who  may  apply  to  inspect 
l|(^  fame.  » 
^jc.  6.  :ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Ch4tjges  afo^e:^aid  >hall  be  made  in  the  following 
m^tAier.  an>^  according  to  the  following  princi- 
piw^in  add^ion  to  those  hereinbefore  stated,  that 
^.kjisay: 

■  *iit  all  cases  that  relate  to  real  estate,  and  to  the 
U^fer  of  Slaves,  other  than  is  herein  specially 
pnflided  fo»  (he  rate  at  which  the  same  were  or 
w.4iild  have;been  valued  under  the  act  aforesaid. 
a*si?d  the  i:inth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
uofired  ansJ  fifteen,  shall,  as  near  as  may  be.  be 
m«iiitained;  excepting  where  a  partial  alienation 
of*. ieal  estare  shall  occur,  in  which  case  the  ori- 
•gi^fl  tax  s!\^ll  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
paj-ji  accenting  to  their  existing  value. 

\^  all  otht'r  cases  relative  to  slaves,  the  valua- 
ti(4ni  shall  lie  made  according  to  their  existing 
v;^jie. 
•    jlp  cases  sin  which  real  property  shall  have  been 

^:         ; 
■»  *.  i 
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once  sold  for  taxes,  and  purchased  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  such  property  shall,  notwithstand- 
ing, continue  to  be  entered  on  the  general  lists, 
and  the  tax  lists,  in  the  name  of  the  original  pro- 
prietor, until  the  period  allowed  for  the  redemp- 
tion thereof  shall  have  expired,  after  which,  unless 
redeemed,  it  shall  be  stricken  therefrom  ;  but  after 
being  so  purchased  it  shall  not,  while  it  remains 
unredeemed,  be  again  sold  for  any  other  direct 
tax ;  and,  during  such  period,  the  redemption 
thereof  shall  only  be  effected  on  the  payment  of 
all  the  taxes,  additions,  and  charges  due  thereon, 
the  same  as  if  it  still  continued  the  property  of 
the  original  owner,  and  as  if  it  had  been  sold  for 
each  accruing  tax;  and  the  collectors  shall,  on 
rendering  the  proper  accounts,  be  credited  for  the 
amount  of  taxes  on  properly  thus  continuing  uo- 
redeemed. 

Anv  person  becoming  the  owner  of  a  slave  by 
transfer  to  him  from  a  district  other  than  that  in 
which  he  resides,  shall,  at  the  time  and  place  pre- 
scribed by  the  third  section  of  this  act,  furnish 
the  principal  assessor  with  a  statement,  specify- 
ing the  sex  and  age  of  such  slave,  who  shall  be 
valued  according  to  his  or  her  existing  value  ;  and 
any  such  person  who  shall  neglect  to  furnish  a 
statement,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing ten  dollars  ;  one  half  thereof  fur  the  use  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  of 
the  informeiv>«And  where  a  transfer  of  a  slave 
shall  be  nxilue  by  a  per:>on  residing  within  one 
district  to'  a  person  residing  in  another,  which 
shall  become  known  to  the  principal  assessor  of 
the  former  district,  he  shall  i'orihwith  advise, 
through  the  mail,  tne  principal  assessor  of  the 
latter  district  itiereuf,  who  shall,  in  case  the  state- 
ment aforesaid  shall  not  have  been  rendered  as 
aforesaid,  institute  a  prosecution  against  the  per- 
son to  whom  the  transfer  has  been  made  for  the 
said  penalty. 

In  all  ca^^es  the  individual  statements  of  changes 
shall  be  made  out  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be 
directed  by  the  principal  assessor,  and  shall,  in 
their  form,  be  as  similar  as  practicable  to  the  lists 
taken  at  the  preceding  assessment. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  insuring  a  correct  execution  of  the  ob- 
jects aforesaid,  the  principal  assessors  shall  take 
and  pursue  all  other  lawful  measures,  by  the  ex- 
amination of  records,  the  entry  on  the  premises, 
or  by  any  other  satisfactory  proof  which  they 
shall  consider  necessary. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  ihe  lime  allot- 
ted as  aforesaid  to  the  hearing  of  appeals,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor  in  each  dis- 
trict to  revise,  agreeably  to  his  decision  and  the 
iniormation  he  may  po.'sess,  the  enumerations 
and  valuations  aforesaid,  correcting  the  same 
agreeably  to  the  changes  aforesaid,  and  to  make 
out  a  complete  corrected  list  of  all  the  enumera- 
tions and  valuations  in  his  district,  agreeable  to 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  act  aforesaid,  passed 
the  ninth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  filteen,  which  the  said  principal  assessor  shall 
sign  and  preserve  among  his  official  papers;  and 
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further  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  collector, 
within  the  same  time,  agreeably  to  the  twenty- 
first  section  of  the  said  act,  the  tax  lists  therein 
designated,  made  to  conform  to  such  changes; 
whereupon  the  respective  steps  required  by  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act,  not  incompatible  with 
those  pre>cribed  by  this  act.  shall  be  pursued. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  thirty-ninth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid. 
parsed  the  ninth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  as  respects  the  time  within 
which  transfers  and  changes  of  property  shall  be 
ascertained,  and  the  making  out  and  delivery  cf 
the  lists  thereof,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
case  any  circumstance  shall  prevent  a  compliance, 
in  point  of  time,  with  the  foregoing  provisions^ 
the  steps  required  shall  nevertheless  be  taken 
thereafter;  in  which  event  the  same  notices  shall 
be  given,  and  the  same  terms  of  time  be  allotted 
to  the  performance  of  the  several  duties  that 
would  have  been  requisite  had  no  such  failure 
existed. 

Sec.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
duties  aforesaid,  required  of  the  principal  asses- 
sors, and  the  compensation  for  the  performance 
thereof,  shall  be  confined  to  those  States  which 
shall  not  have  assumed  the  payment  of  the  direct 
tax  laid  in  any  year, or,  having  assumed,  shall  not 
have  duly  paid  the  same. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
default  of  the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined 
by  this  act  on  any  principal  assessor,  he  shall  for- 
feit and  pay,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted,  That  all 
letters  to  and  from  the  principal  assessors,  rela- 
tive to  their  official  duties,  shall  be  transmitted 
free  of  postage.  And  any  principal  assessor  who 
shall  put  his  frank  on  any  other  letter,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  the  whole  of 
which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  person  who 
shall  give  information  thereof. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  lieu 
of  the  compensations  heretofore  allowed  to  the 
principal  assessors,  they  shall  respectively  re- 
ceive, lor  every  year  in  which  a  direct  tax  shall 
be  laid,  a  salary  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  three 
dollars  for  every  hundred  taxable  persons  con- 
tained in  the  tax  lists  delivered  to  the  collectors, 
together  with  an  allowance  for  their  necessary 
and  reasonable  charges  for  books  and  stationery 
used  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  which  said 
duties  ^hall  be  considered  as  embracing  the  cor- 
rection of  errors,  as  authorized  by  law.  And  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  augment,  in  cases  where 
he  shall  deem  it  necessary,  the  foregoing  com- 
pensations:  Provided,  That  there  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  any  one  principal  assessor,  in  any  such 
year,  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  in  addition 
to  his  fixed  compensation  :   And  provided^  That 


the  whole  extra  amount  thus  allowed  shall  not 
exceed  in  such  year  ten  thousand  dollars.  And 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into  effect, 
there  is  hereby  appropriated,  in  each  year  io 
which  a  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  a  sura  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated :  Provided,  That  any  other  existing  appro- 
priation for  the  said  purposes  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
lieu  of  the  time  now  fixed  by  law  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  collection  of  the  direct  tax,  it 
shall  be  in  each  district  immediately  subsequent 
to  the  day  on  which  the  tax  lists  shall  be  delir- 
ered  to  the  collector  thereof. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
all  cases  in  which  a  tax  shall  be  charged  for 
slaves,  the  real  estate  of  the  person  charged 
therewith  may  be  sold  therefor,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  for  a  tax  due  thereon  ;  but  no  slaves  sold 
for  taxes  shall  be  purchased  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  assign  to  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  the 
duty  of  superintending  the  assessor's  valuations 
and  assessments,  under  the  laws  imposing  a  di- 
rect tax,  as  well  as  the  collection  of  the  tax,  sub- 
ject to  his  directions  and  control,  according  to  the 
powers  vested  in  him  by  law. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
foregoing  provision*  shall  apply  to  any  direct  tax 
imposed  or  to  be  imposed  upon  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  shall  be  and  remain  in  force,  any- 
thing in  any  former  act  or  acts  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  19.    Provided  alvcaya.  and  be  it  further 
enacted.  That   the  equalization    and   apportion- 
ment of  the  direct  tax  made  in  the  veer  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifteen  by  the  board  of^principal  as- 
sejsors  for  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  virtue  of  the 
before  recited  act.  entitled  ''An   act   to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax   upon  the  United  Slates, 
and  to  provide  for  the  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same."  shall  not  be  in  force  or  have  any  effect 
as  it  relates  to  that  State's  quota  of  the  direct 
tax  imposed   by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  or  that  shall  be  imposed  by  any  sub- 
sequent act  of  Congress ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors  again  to 
convene  in  general  meeting  on  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next,  at  Dover,  in   the  said  State,  and 
then  and  there  diligentlyand  carefully  reconsider 
and  re-examine  the  several  lists  of  valuation  for 
the  direct  tax  for  the  said  State,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  they 
shall   have  power  to  revise,  alter,  readjust,  and 
equalize   the  several  lists  of  valuation  al'oresaid 
for  the  counties  of  the  said  Slate  respectively,  by 
adding  thereto   or   deducting  therefrom  such  a 
rate  per  centum,  as  shall  render  the  valuation  of 
the  said  counties  relatively  equal  according  to 
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ll^  ^fv-sent  actual  ready  money  value  of  tbe  ^ro^- 
erty  »'?=Pssed  i»nd  contained  in  the  said  lists  of 
v^tu4»ion  ;  acjl  shall  thereupon  apportion  to  each 
ccitjfair  in  lhe«said  State  a  quota  of  the  tax  bear- 
ing rAe  same  proportion  to  the  whole  direct  tax 
irvipl'fd  on  life  State  as  the  aggregate  valuation 
of^«$i!h  county  bears  to  the  aggregate  valuation 
of  tl-*'^Siate ;  iind  the  valuatioi],  equalization,  and 
a;^p(^(ionmecu  so  made  by  the  board  of  principal 
as5*^4)rs  aforvaid,  shall  be  in  full  force  and  op- 
^eaii)j[i,  and  Jemain  unchanged,  subject  only  to 
ti^  ^jtceptioii-s  contained  in  the  first  section  of 
^s,ac' !  ^^'^  ihe  said  board  of  principal  assessors 
fcl>»lt  ^''^''hin  Iwenty  days  after  their  meeting,  as 
her«!j«before  directed,  complete  the  said  revision, 
equd'i?3tion,  And  apportionment,  and  shall  re- 
C(f^  |he  sani'e,  and  in  ail  respects,  not  herein 
oiii<>wise  directed,  shall  conform  to  the  provt- 
sio'^  contained  in  the  act  in  this  section  first 
aboi4:srecitedtf 

iftroved,  April  26,  1816. 

:>       i:       


tc|  for  the  Kliefof  a  company  of  the  twentieth  brig- 
I  >of   Virgi^nia   militia,   commanJed    by    Captain 

J'^jthan  W'^msly. 

iB^  U  enacted, ^c  That  the  accounting  officers 
of  t^e^'War  Uhepartraeiit  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
atithp^ized  ar^l  directed  to  audit  and  settle  the 
clainif  of  sac'vi  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non- 
coa*r^issioneiJ  officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of 
llie;X'^>rgii)ia  {jnilitia,  lately  under  the  command 
of  "t^^c^ptain  iinathan  Wamsly,  while  in  the  ser- 
v{c<lff  the  |Joiied  States,  as  served  a  tour  of 
djiCTlt  Norfi*'ik,  and  to  allow  them,  in  the  settle- 
n|eji»:^hereof^the -amount  of  their  pay  while  in 
t!i«"»^frvice  ij"  the  United  States,  which  was 
dfa***!}  in  they  behalf  by  the  said  Captain  Wams- 
lt,i|f^er  thev,'  discharge  from  service,  and  not 
p4!^<iver  to  ihera. 

.{iji  2.  Avtl  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 

rvflrtit  of  \\vi  said   claims  shall   be  paid  out  of 
ley  ii't  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 


atiA^iftt  0 
arijP<4on( 

:^|»roved,j^pril  26,  1816. 


kji  ^H  for  lh€i  relief  of  the  Superviaon  of  the  county 
f    of  Clinion,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York. 

_  '^t  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  commissioner  to 
bv*  ^j'ointed  iby  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
ac^idautborx'/e  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
csfyjfed  or  difstroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the 
nSMA^ry  serv^e  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
oi5-i|!£«purposef.''  passed  April  ninth,  one  thousand 
e!{;i|t' hundrc!!  and  sixteen  be.  and  be  is  hereby, 
autfc^ized  ai;d  directed  to  audit, and  settle  the 
cjslr^  of  the  wjpervisors  of  the  county  of  CUnton, 
ift  i«4  State  fif  New  York,  for  the  destruction  of 
ifcc^Jurt-hou^e  of  the  said  county,  by  order  of 
(^rjfjal  Alf iiander  Macomb,  by  ascertaining,  or 
c^uii^g  to  t>V  ascertained,  tbe  value  thereof,  in 
'le^ijianner  »*od  form   prescribed   by  the   provi- 


)t<j\^of  the  a/oresaid  act. 


.iC.2.  Ar^  be  it  further  enacted,  Tiiat  the 
iccjp^Di  tbcrjiof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
^^*to  the  siid  supervisors  for  the  benefit  of  the 


.^. 


county    of  Clinton,  out  of  any   money    in    the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  April  26,  1816. 

An  Act  aathorizing  the  payment  of  a  aum  of  money 
to  Jamea  Levins. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  fire  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  James  Levins,  of  South  Carolina, 
or  to  his  legal  representative,  which  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  is  paid  to  him  as  an  evidence  of 
the  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  Ins  valor 
and  good  conduct,  in  having  recaptured,  alone 
and  unassisted,  the  schooner  Santee,  together 
with  a  midshipman  and  four  seamen  of  the  Bri- 
tish navy,  which  prisoners  were  delivered  to  tbe 
marshal  of  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  and 
also  as  compensation  for  the  prisoners  so  taken. 

Approved,  April  26,  1816. 

An  Act  for   tbe  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
Charlea   Dolph,    deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  pay 
to  the  widow  of  Charles  Dolph,  deceased,  late  of 
Saybrook,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  use  of  herself  and 
the  children  of  the  said  Dolph,  (who  was  killed 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  an 
engagement  between  a  party  of  volunteers  raised 
in  s.iid  town  of  Saybrook,  and  the  crew  of  a  Bri- 
tish privateer  called  the  Rover,)  in  consideration 
of  the  capture  of  five  British  prisoners  on  that 
occasion,  which  prisoners  were  delivered  over  to 
the  marshal  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  districl 
of  Connecticut. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
money  herein  granted  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved.  April  26,  1816. 

An  Act  to  increase   the  compeniationa  now  allowed 
by  law  to   Inapectori,   Meaaurera,   Weighers,   and 
Gaugers,  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs. 
Be  It  enacted,  (f  c,  That  an  addition  of  fifty  per 
cent,  upon  the  sums  allowed  as  cumpeosation  to 
inspectors,  or  persons  acting  as  occasional  inspect- 
ors, employed  in  aid  of  the  customs,  and   to  tbe 
measurers,  weighers,  or  gangers,  by  the  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  establish   the  compensations  of 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  dunes  on 
imposts   and    tonnage,  and    for    other  purposes," 
passed  on    the  second  of  March,   one   thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  allowed  to  the  said  inspectors,  measur- 
ers, weighers,  or  gangers,  to  be  ascertained,  certi- 
fied and  paid,  under  the  regulations  prescribed  io 
the  abovementiooed  act. 
Approved,  April  26,  1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  chief  of  tbe 
Seneca  tribe  of  Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  for  the 
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Department  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized and  required,  to  cause  to  be  paid  to  Young 
King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,  quar- 
ter yearly,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  dur- 
ing the  term  of  his  natural  life,  as  a  compen- 
sation for  the  brave  and  meritorious  services 
which  he  rendered  the  United  States  in  the  late 
war  with  Qreat  Britain,  and  as  a  provision  for 
the  wound  and  disability  which  he  received  in 
the  performance  of  those  services. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  sum  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  26,  1816. 


An  Act  authoriziog  the  payment  for  the  Court-Houae 
of  Hamilton,  in  the  8tat«  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  «fc.,  That  the  commissioner  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  tbe  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  properly  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  passed  the  ninth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  auihori/ed  and  directed  to  audit  and 
settle  the  claim  of  the  county  of  Hamilton,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  for  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
county  court-house  while  occupied  by  the  troops 
of  the  Uiiiled  States,  by  ascertaining,  or  causing 
to  be  ascertained,  the  value  thereof,  in  the  man- 
ner and  form  prescribed  by  the  aforesaid  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
amount  thereof,  whon  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  propei  authority,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  26,  1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Crosby  and  John  Cros- 
by, junior. 

Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  ol  the  Navy  Department  be.  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle 
the  claim  of  John  Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  ju- 
nior, on  account  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  their 
storehouse,  goods,  and  wharf,  in  the  town  of 
Hdmpden,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  to 
allow  them,  in  the  settlement  thereof,  the  value 
of  the  said  properly  destroyed  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  said  John  Croaby  and  John  Crosby, 
junior,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  26,  1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  commissioner  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  properly  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  passed    April   ninth,  one  thou- 


sand eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  be,  and  be  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle 
the  claim  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
Washington  Bridge  Company,  for  the  injury- 
done  to  the  southwestern  end  of  the  said  bridge 
by  order  of  the  Government,  or  any  of  its  author- 
ized agents,  in  August,  one  thousand  eioht  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  by  ascertaining,  or  causing  to 
be  ascertained,  the  value  thereof,  in  the  manner 
and  form  prescribed  by  the  provisions  of  the  afore- 
said act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  said  president  and  directors,  out  of 
any  money  in  tbe  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  April  26,  1816. 


An  Act  making  further  provision  for  settling  ctaims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  every  person,  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  every  person,  who,  before 
the   fifth   day   of  February,  one  thousand   eight 
hundred  and   thirteen,  settled  on  and  improved 
any  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools 
or  seminaries  of  learning,  and  who,  bad  not  the 
same  been  reserved,  would  have  had  the  right  of 
pre-emption  within  the  tract  of  country  set  apart 
by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  sixteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,    entitled    ''  An   act  confirming   certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  location,"  to  satisfy  the  unlocated 
claims   to  land   in  said   Territory,  bhall  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  allowed,  until  the 
first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  to  enter  the  same,  for  purchase,  with 
the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the 
land  office  at  Kaskaskia  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  register  and  receiver  to  enter  the  same  for 
purchase,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  and 
the  said  recited  act :  Provided,  That  such  persoa 
or  persons  shall  not  have  entered,  in  right  of  pre- 
emption, other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  in  virtue  of 
the  third  section  of  an  act  to  amend  the  afore- 
said act,  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  money  shall  have 
power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  select 
any  other  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  withia 
the  tract  set  apart  to  satisfy  confirmed  claims  as 
aforesaid,  in  lieu  of  such  of  the  lands  formerly 
reserved  for  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  for  the 
support  of  schools,  as  have  been  appropriated  in 
satisfaction  of  ancient  grants  or  confirmed  im- 
provement claims,  or  as  shall  be  entered  in  right 
of  pre-emption,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
preceding  section  of  this  act:  Provided,  That 
the  lands  thus  to  be  selected  shall  be  taken  as 
near  adjacent  to  those  in  lieu  of  which  they  are 
selected  as  an  equal  quantity  of  land  of  like  qual- 
ity can  be  obtained,  nud  shall  be  reserved  and  ap- 
propriated for  the  same  purpose. 
Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
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sef\l<i(r|  on  ih«*  ti 
te^jdjlall  other 


^„ 


pt|wi«}ODs  of  \.the  second  section  of  an  act  passed 
ihf  fh»jenty-s«venih  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sa|^dj  ^\ght  hi»Ddred  and  Qfteeo,  respecttog  the 
sef\[<i(ri  on  the  fractional  sections  and  quarter  sec- 
ie  aforesaid  reserved  tract,  shall  ex- 
rrseltlerson  (be  fractional  sections 
-■*:'»-» ions  within  the  Ka»kaskia  district. 

fei^'i  4.  Atid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
th|'  cjilms  fileid  in  the  name  of  the  original  claim- 
aiA}>,,'(ir  their  heirs,  not  exceeding  four  hundred 
acj-et  rontainrf^d  in  a  list  transmitted  to  the  Com- 
m|i«|0y3er  of  tiie  General  Land  Office,  by  Michael 
JcLt-fc,» register,  and  S.  Bond,  receiver  of  public 
mwnfs  of  the -land  office  for  the  district  of  Kas- 
kii^^.   hearing    date    the    twenty-ninth   day   of 

ir(^U  one  thc^usand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
If).!  they  hereby  are.  confirmed  to  the  original 
cl5»n^\ots  or  their  heirs:  Provided,  That  the 
tafd  fljiims,  hereby  confirmed,  be,  and  they  here- 
byUr^^'deemeitand  taken  lobe  unlocated  claims, 
anH  A)fY  shall -not  in  anywise  defeat  or  interfere 
wshjlitcationsimade  in  virtue  of  other  authorized 
cUiu^'-:0Q  lances  improved  by  the  said  claimants 
or'ot^irs. 

f  1^;  5.  An4  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
cl|i[>i»tDts  who(>e  claims  are  confirmed  by  virtue 
oP  ilit^  fourth  tsection  of  this  act,  and  all  others 
lawf&Sy  holdiyg  confirmed  unlocated  claims  for 
laidujiriihin  t^e  tract  reserved  by  the  before  re- 
ci5ed|,7^t  of  th»j  sixteenth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sat)dv:^ht  hundred  and  fourteen,  be  allowed  until 
th^  li|^<:  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dr^d^fid  sixte«D,  to  register  the  same;  and  the 
sa^  *>ims  sb^ll  be  receivable  in  payment  for 
pu^i:^;  ilands  ^Uhin  the  said  reserved  tract,  con- 
foiajfcljly  with  the  provisions  of  the  last  above- 
m>^'U£;iaed  act,;and  of  the  present  act,  any  time 
prwf^io  the  0<st  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
ei^h^^undred  («nd  sixteen. 

piki  6.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
pe)rs(ii^,  or  thejr  legal  representatives,  entitled  to 
lh%"  -^^ht  of  jre-eraption  of  lands  within  the 
bo4i|.1ry  specified  in  the  before-recited  act  of  the 
si^Hfi)th  day  cf  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dr^al^nd  fourteen,  which  lands  have  not  been 
su|rv^i«?d  undcf  the  autiiority  of  the  United  States, 
sh^H)  ^e,  and  jhey  hereby  are.  allowed  a  further 
tit^iM^cr  raakirf^g  their  entries  with  the  register  of 
ihj  |ar,d  oflBc«f  until  the  lands  upon  which  they 
ba^i'.rirspectiTfly  settled  and  improved  shall  be 
suJIvtfsid  by  th£  United  States,  and  until  the  ex- 
pwAHi^i  of  siximonths  next  thereafter. 

t5^ps7.  Andtbe  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
pe^set^  and  th<  legal  representative  of  every  per- 
so^,  Whose  cliim  to  a  tract  of  land  within  the 
Il£  ni^  TerriVjry  is  confirmed  by  this  or  any 
fopm*^.act,  an<|  who  has  not  previously  obtained  a 
paieii  Jor  the  »ame  from  the  Governor  either  of 
th^  t»r,'ilory  njirthwest  of  the  Ohio,  or  of  the  In- 
dian,! *ferritor^',  shall,  whenever  his  claim  shall 
L»vt";t»een  locnjied  and  surveyed,  be  entitled  to  re- 
ce|v«6rom  the^  register  of  the  land  office  at  Kas- 
k;4>k>iK.a  certiti^-ate,  staling  that  the  claimant  is 
er^iu^.jl  to  recHive  a  patent  for  such  tract  of  land 
b]^  Jiue  of  this  act.  for  which  certificate  the 
t<^t4<K  shall  risceive  one  dollar;   and  which  cer- 

■Si 


lificaie  shall  entitle  the  party  to  a  patent  for  the 
said  tract,  which  shall  issue  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  by  law  for  lands  purchased  of  ike  Uni- 
ted States. 
Approved,  April  26.  1816. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  tale  of  the  tract  of  land  at 
the  lower  rapids  of  Sandusky  river. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  so  much  of  the  tract 
of  land  of  two  miles  square,  at  the  lower  rapids 
of  Sandusky  river,  ceded  by  the  Wyandoia,  Del- 
awares,  Shawanoes,  Ottawas,  Chippewas,  Pau- 
watimies.  Miamis,  Eel  River.  Weeas,  Kickapoos, 
Piankashaw.s  and  Kaskaskias  tribes  of  indian!<  to 
the  United  States,  by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville, 
of  the  third  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hund- 
red and  ninety-five, shall, under  ihedirection  of  the 
Surveyor  General, be  laid  off  into  town  lots.streeis, 
and  avenues,  and  into  out-lots,  in  such  manner, 
and  of  such  dinii?nsions,  as  he  may  judge  proper  : 
Provided,  The  tract  so  to  be  laid  ofl  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  quantity  of  land  contained  in  one  entire 
section,  nor  the  .own  lots  one-quarter  of  an  acre 
each.  When  the  survey  of  the  lots  shall  be  com- 
pleted, a  plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to  the  Sur- 
veyor General,  on  which  the  town  lots  and  out- 
lots  ihall  respectively  be  designated  by  progres- 
sive numbers,  who  shall  cause  two  copies  to  be 
made,  one  to  be  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of  the 
field  notes,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  the  other  to  the  register  of  the 
land  office  at  Woosfer. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  pre- 
viously to  the  disposal  at  public  sale  of  the  be- 
forementioned  tract  of  land,  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral shall,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  resurvey 
and  mark  the  exterior  lines  of  the  said  tract,  con- 
formably to  the  survey  made  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  by  virtue  of 
the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  five,  and  also  to  cause  divisional 
lines  to  be  run  through  each  fractional  section, 
and  of  the  adjoining  quarter  section,  so  that  each 
subdivi>ion  having  one  front  on  the  river  may 
contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  eighty  acres  each. 
And  in  like  manner  to  cause  the  large  island,  ly- 
ing in  the  west  half  of  section  number  one,  to  be 
surveyed,  and  the  same  to  be  divided  into  two 
equal  parts:  Provided,  That,  in  running  the  sub- 
divisional  lines,  no  interference  shall  be  made 
affecting  the  selection  or  location  hereafter  to 
be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War:  Provided,  also,  That  in  no  case  shall  the 
subdivisional  lines  be  so  run,  as  to  extend  to  or 
embrace  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  shall  be 
deemed,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  public 
highway:  And  prodded,  also,  That  the  whole 
expense  of  resurveymg  and  marking  the  exterior 
lines  of  the  said  cession,  and  running  and  mark- 
ing the  subdivisional  lines  of  the  fractional  and 
quarter  sections  lying  adjacent  to  the  river,  shall 
not  exceed  three  dollars  for  every  mile  actually 
surveyed,  resurveyed,  and  marked,  by  virtue  of 
this  and  the  preceding  section. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  the 
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land   contained    within   the  aforesaid  cession  of 
two  miles  square,  shall,  with  the  exception  of  as 
many  town  lots  and  out-lots,  as  in  the  opinion  of  j 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  be  necessary  i 
to  reserve  for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  \ 
same,  and  with  exception  also  of  the  salt  springs  ' 
and  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  same,  be  of- 
fered for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  at  VVooster.  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  under  the  direction  of  the  reg-  j 
ister  and  receiver  of  the  land  office,  and  on  such 
day  or  days  as  shall,  by  a  public  proclamation  of  | 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  designated  j 
for  that  purpose.    The  sale  for  the  divided  quarter  | 
sections,  fractional  sections   and  of  the  town  lots  I 
and   out-lots,  shall   remain   open  at  VVooster  for 
seven  days,  and  no  longer.     The  divided  quarter-  j 
sections  and  fractional  sections  shall  not  be  sold  ; 
for  less  than  two  dollars  an  acre;  the  in-lots  for 
less  than  twenty  dollars  each,  nor  any  out-lot  for 
less  than  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  acre ;  and 
shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  have  been  or  may  be  pro- 
Tided  by  law  for  the  lands  sold  north  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth   of  Kentucky  river. 
All  the  land,  other  than  what  is  excepted  as  above- 
mentioned,  remaining  unsold  at  the  closing  ol  the 
public  tales,  may  be  disposed  of  at  private  .sale  by 
the  register  of  the  land  office  at  VVooster,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisionsof  this  act.  and.  in  the  same 
manner,  under  the  same  regulations  and  condi- 
tions as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  north 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky river;  and  patents  shall  be  obtained  for  all 
lands  granted  or  sold  within  the  said  cessioa,  in 
''  e  same  manner,  and  on  the  same  terms  as  are 
or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  land  sold  in  the 
Slate  of  Ohio.     The  superintendents  of  the  pub- 
lic sales  directed  by  this  section,  shall  receive  four 
dollars  each  for  each  day's  attendance  on  the  said 
sales. 

Approved,  April  26, 1816. 


of  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States  would 
be  liquidated  and  paid  in  like  cases. 
Approved,  April  27,1816. 

An  Act  allowing  pay  to  cerUin  persons  made  priaonera 
with  the  revenue  cutler  "  Surveyor." 

Be  it  enacted.  <^c.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  set- 
tle the  accounts  for  pay  of  the  boatswain,  gun- 
ner, cook,  and  ten  mariners,  captured  on  board  the 
revenue  cutter  Surveyor,  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  up  to  the  period  of  their  re- 
lease and  return  from  captivity,  and  to  pay  the 
amount  to  them,  or  their  legal  representatives, 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated  ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  authorized  to  settle  with  Samuel  Tra- 
verse, late  master  of  the  cutter  Surveyor,  and  pay 
him  up  to  the  seventeenth  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  continuing  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of 
Government. 

Be  it  enacted.  <f  c.  That  the  annual  compensa- 
tions of  the  different  officers  enumerated  in  the 
act  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  "An 
act  continuing,  for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of 
the  officers  of  Governtnent  therein  mentioned," 
shall  be  continued  as  if  the  said  act  had  not  ex- 
pired, or  cuntained  any  provision  for  limiting  its 
continuance. 

Approved.  April  27,  1816. 

An  Act  for  the  payment  of  the  militia,  in  the  case 
therein  mentioned. 

Beit  enacted,  dj-c,  Tnat  the  detachment  of  the 
militia  of  Kentucky,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Dudley,  for  tiie  term  of  six  months,  who  were 
captured  at  Fort  Meigs,  and  paroled,  be  paid  for 
the  said  term  of  six  months ;  and  that  the  proper 
officers  of  the  War  Departm^ui  liquidate  and  pay 
their  claims,  in  the  same  manner  that  the  claims 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hund- 
red and  sixteen,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  by  law 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
the  United  States,  shall  cease  and  determine,  and 
there  shall  be  levied,  and  collected,  and  paid,  the 
several  duties  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to 
say  : 

First.  A  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  on  all  dying  drugs  and  materials  for 
composing  dyes,  not  subject  to  other  ratesof  duty; 
gum  arable,  gum  Senegal,  saltpetre ;  jewelry,  gold, 
silver,  and  other  watches,  and  parts  of  watches; 
gold  and  silver  lace,  embroidery,  and  epaulettes  ; 
precious  stones  and  pearls  of  all  kinds,  set  or  not 
set ;  Bristol  stones  or  paste  work,  and  all  articles 
composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  silver,  pearl, 
and  precious  stones;  and  laces,  lace  veils,  lace 
shawls,  or  shades,  of  thread  or  silk. 

Second.  A  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem on  gold  leaf,  and  on  all  articles  free,  and  not 
subject  to  any  other  rate  of  duty. 

Third.  A  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem on  hempen  cloth  or  sail  cloth,  (except  Rus- 
sian and  German  linens,  Russia  and  Holland 
duck,)  stockings,  ot  wool  or  cotton ;  printing 
types;  all  articles  manufactured  from  brass,  cop- 
per, iron,  steel,  pewier,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  which 
these  materials,  or  either  of  them,  is  the  material 
of  chief  value  ;  brass  wire,  cutlery,  pins,  needles, 
buttons,  button  moulds,  and  buckles  of  all  kinds; 
gilt,  plated,  and  japanned  wares  of  all  kinds ;  can- 
non, muskets,  firearms,  and  sidearms;  Prussian 
blue,  china-ware,  earthen-ware,  and  stone-ware, 
porcelain  and  glass  manufactures,  other  than  win- 
dow glass  and  black  glass  quart  bottles. 

Fourth.  A  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem  on  woollen  manufactures  of  all  descrip- 
tions orof  which  wool  is  the  materialof  cliiefvalue 
excepting  blankets,  woollen  rugs,  and  worsted  or 
stuff  goods,  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid, 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  nexij 
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ttf)^  tlie  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
h  i^'T^d  aodDineteeD,  and  after  that  day.  twenty 
p«h!f'if>ntum  on  the  said  articles;  and  on  cotton 
itiaAqfaciure.^  of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which  cot- 
iQO^^tb  the  miiterial  of  chief  value,  and  on  cotton 
IWi't-^  yarn  cr  thread,  a?  follows,  viz:  for  three 
jraHcid-next  ensuing  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next, 
•i^fty  of  twenty-fire  per  centum  ad  valorem; 
•ftdHLJter  the  expiration  of  the  three  years  afore- 
sAir\  ,a  duty  ot  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem: 
Pn^Kided,  Tpai  all  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  of 
wh^l  cotton^is  the  material  of  chief  value,  (ex- 
♦•ipi^Bg  nank<iens,  imported  directly  from  Chma,) 
Hie*|iginal  (*osi  of  which  at  the  place  whence 
ii)p(^ed,  witCi  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum, 
HJiliftorted  fr{>m  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from 

£^CT^  beyond:-  it,  and  of  ten  \>ex  cent,  it  imported 
pn^.any  otbfr  place,  shall  be  less  than  twenty- 
five  f«ni«  per  square  yard,  with  such  addition,  be 
taj|ce^,"and  deejned  to  have  cost  twenty  five  cents 
pijr  jjjryare  yard,  and  .shall  be  charged  with  duty 
aiJcftjiDgly  :  J^roridedalio,  That  all  unbleached 
ai»d   vlncolorej   cotton   twist,  yarn  or  thread,  the 
Oi^gti^l   cost*' of  which   shall   be  less  than  sixty 
wjit^  -per  poi  nd.  shall   be  deemed  and  taken  to 
hfvt^  cost  sixiy   cents  per   pound,  and   .><hall    be 
c^arjjfd  with  duty  accordingly ;  and  all  bleached 
0* c<*j_i)red  yarn,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  \ 
bajftffteen  lesfi  than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  ' 
»fc"L'tt!?e  (aken;and  deemed  to  have  cost  seventy- 
five  i^ots  per'pound.  and  shall  be  charged   with  i 
di^tf^ccordmgly  :    And  provided  J  art  ker,  That  j 
ccpi.^r*  piece  gpods  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of, 
thj^  tlhited  Slates  which  shall  have  sailed  from  \ 
the  Utiited  Si»tes  before  the  passage  of  this   act.  I 
•nd  fhall  arri\le  therein  between  the  thirtieth  day 
aSJiifte.  one  tl'^ousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  ' 
arfj  Sii;  first  diy  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun-  • 
d»jxl'{;|nd  sevt^nteen,  the  original  cost  of  which 
c<i(ii(«p  piece  g'jods.  at  the  place  whence  imported,  j 
sfealthave   be«,n   less  than    iwenty-five  cents  per  ' 
squat*^  yai'd,  <hall  be  admitted  to  entry,  subject  ' 
orfly'Tto  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  a   third   per  ' 
Cfiiti^rii  on  the  cost  oi  the  said  cotton  piece  foods  ' 
invlridja,  and  ^n  the  usual  addition  of  twenty  per 
cwtqtji  on  ih»;'.  cost. 

•;f^>^.  A  du*y  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem 
oxi   rtjibrellas,,  parasols,    of  whatever    materials  j 
mWdVt'and  stic4is  or  frames  for  umbrellas  or  para-  I 
sOis;  {»onnets  jnd  caps  for  women,  fans,  feathers   ; 
ot>iaii>ents    fc    head    dresses,   artificial    tiowers|  j 
njTlii/iJ'ry  of  aU  sorts  ;  hats  or  caps  of  wool,  fur^  | 
Kfaiht^-,  chip,  {.iraw  or  silk  ;    cosmetics,  washes'  \ 
U4t,4f|s,  perfumes  painted  floor  cloths;  mats,  of  j 
irrftss)  ^r  flags:  salad  oil,  pickles,  capers,  olives, 
iBU5iB#d.  comtts  or  sweetmeats,  preserved  in  su^ar 
M  brHfdy  ;  w.<fer?.  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manu- 
faviu«r<s  of  w.>od  ;  carriages   of  all   descriptions, 
and  purls  thert'of;  leather,  and  all  manufactures 
of  lejii^ier,  or  Off  which  leather  is  the  material  of 
eh'ier;  lvalue  ;    iaddles,  bridles,  harness;  paper  of 
evSryVdescripLJon,   paste-board,   paper    hangings, 
bl?n|j)ooks,  {.iirchment,  vellum  ;  brushes,  canes', 
wMlii^g  stick?'  whips  ;  and  clothing  ready  made! 
Aj41;h.  all  cas^s  where  an  ad  valorem  duty  shall 
Wcljarged,  it  -hall  be  calculated  on  the  net  cost 


of  the  article  at  the  place  whence  imported,  (ex- 
clusive of  packages,  commissions  and  all  charges,) 
with  the  usual  addition  established  by  law,  of 
twenty  per  cent,  on  all  merchandise,  imported 
from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
often  per  centum  on  articles  imported  from  all 
other  places. 

Sixth.    The    following   duties,   severally   and 
specifically  :  on  ale,  beer,  and   porter,  in   bottles, 
fifteen  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  ale,  beer,  and  porter, 
imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles,  ten  cents  per 
gallon  ;  on  alum,  one  dollar  per  hundred  weight; 
on  almonds,  three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  black  glasi 
quart  bottles,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  cent* 
per  gross;   on   boots,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
per  pair;  on  bristles,  three  cents  per  pound  ;  on 
playing  cards,  thirty  cents  per  pack;  on   tarred 
cables  and   cordage,  three  cents    per    pound  ;  on 
untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  packthread,  and 
seines,  four  cents  per  pound  ;  on   tallow  candles, 
three  cents   per  pound  ;  on  wax  and  spermaceti 
candles,  six  cents  per  pound  ;  on  Chinese  cassia, 
six  cents   per  pound  ;  on  cinnamon,  twenty-five 
cents   per  pound;   on   cloves,   twenty-five   cents 
j  per  pound  ;  on  cheese,  nine  cents  per  pound  ;  on 
I  chocolate,  three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  cocoa,  two 
I  cents  per   pound;  on  coal,  five  cents  per  heaped 
t  bushel;    on    copperas,    one    dollar    per    hundred 
'  weight;  on  copper  rods,  bolts,  spikes  or  nails,  and 
composition  rods,  bolts,  spikes  or  nails,  /our  cents 
per  pound  ;  on  cofl"ee,  five  cents  per  pound  ;  on 
cotton,  three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  currants,  three 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  figs,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
on  foreign  caught  fish,  one  dollar  per  qumtaf;  on 
mackerel,  one   dollar  and    fifty  cenis   per    barrel; 
on  salmon,  two  dollars  per  barrel,  and  on  ail  other 
pickled  fish,  one  dollar  per  barrel;  on    window 
glass,  not  above  eight  inches  by  ten  inches  in  bize, 
two   dollars  and   fifty  cents   per   hundred  square 
feet ;  on  the  same,  not  above  ten  inches  by  twelve 
inches  in  size,  two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents 
per   hundred   square  feet;  on   the  same,  if  above 
ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  three  dollars 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred  square  feet; 
on   glue,  five  cents  per  pound;  on  gunpowder, 
eicht  cents  per  pound  ;  on  hemp,  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  iron  or  steel 
wire,  not  exceeding  number  eighteen,  five  cents 
per  pound,  and  over  number  eighteen,  nine  cents 
per  pound  ;  on  iron,  in  bars  and  bolts,  excepting 
iron  manufactured  by  rolling,  forty-five  cents  per 
hundred   weight ;    on   iron    in   sheets,   rods   and 
hoops,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
weight,  and  in  bars  or  bolts,  when  manufactured 
by  rolling,  and  on   anchors,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  hundred  weight ;  on  indigo,  fifteen  centi 
per  pound;  on  lead,  in   pigs,  bars   or   sheets,  one 
cent  per  pound  ;  on  shot   manufactured  of  lead, 
two  cents  per  pound  ;  on  red  and  white  lead,  dry 
or  ground  in  oil,  three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  mace, 
one  dollar  per  pound  ;  on  molasses,  five  cents  per 
gallon  ;  on  nails,  three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  nut- 
megs, sixty  cents  per   pound;  on   pepper,  eight 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  pimento,  six  cents  per  pound  ; 
on  plums  and  prunes,  three  cents  per  pound;  on 
muscatel  raisins,  and  raistns  in  jars  and  boxea, 
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three  cents  per   pound  ;  on  all   other  raisins,  two 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  salt,  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
of  fifty-six   pounds;  on  ochre,  dry,  one  cent  per 
pound,  in  oil.  one  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  ;  on 
steel,  one  dollar  per  hundred  weight;  on  segars. 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  thousand;  on  spi- 
rits, from  grain,  of  nrst  proof,  forty-two  cents  per 
f:allon  ;  of  second   proof,  forty  five  cents  per  gal- 
on  ;  of  third  proof,  forty-eight  cents  per  gallon  ; 
of  fourth  proof,  fifty-two  cenis  per  gallon  ;  of  fifth 
proof,  sixty  cents  per  gallon  ;  above  fifth   proof, 
seventy-five  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  spirits  from  other 
materials  than  grain,  of  first  and  second  proof, 
ibirty-eiglit  cents  per  gallon  ;  of  third  proof,  forty- 
two  cents  per  gallon  ;  of  fourth  proof,  forty-eight 
cents  per  gallon  ;  of  fifth  proof,  fifty-seven  cents 
per  gallon;  above  fifth  proof,   seventy  cents  per 
gallon  ;  on  shoes  and  slippers  of  silk,  thirty  cents 
per  pair  ;  on  shoes  and  slippers  of  leather,  twenty- 
five   cents    per   pair  ;  on   shoes   and    slipf)ers   for 
children,  fifteen   cents  per   pair;  on  spikes,  two 
cents  per  pound;   on  soap,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
on  brown  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  white 
clayed  or  powdered  sugar.,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 
on  lump  sugar,  ten  cents    per   pound  ;    on    loaf 
sugar  and  on  sugar  candy, twelve  cents  per  pound  ; 
on  snutf.  twelve  cenis  per  pound  ;  on  tallow,  one 
cent  per  pound;  ou  lea,  from  China,  in  ships  or 
vessels  ul  the  United  States,  as  follows,  viz  :  bohea, 
twtlve    eents    per    pound  ;    »ouchong   and    other 
black,    twenty-five    cents    per    pound;    imperial, 
gunpowder,  and  goraee,  filiy  cents   pet   pound  ; 
hyson  and  young  hyson,  forty  cents  per  pound; 
bysoQ   skin  and  other  green,  twenty-eight  cents 
per   pound  ;  on  teas,  from  any  other  place,  or  in 
any   other  than  ships  or   vessels   of  the    Uuited 
Slates,  as  follows,  viz:  bohea,  fourteen  cents  per 
pound;    souchong  and    other    black,   thirty-four 
cents  per  pound;  imperial, gunpowder, and  gomee, 
sixty-eight  cents   per   pound  ;  hyson   and  young 
hyson,  fifty-six  cents  per  pound;  hyson  skin  and 
other  green,   thirty-eight   cents   per   pound;    on 
ro  mufactured  tobacco,  other  than  snuff  and  segars, 
ten  cenis  per  pound  ;  on  whiting  and  Paris  white, 
one  cent  per  |)Ound  ;  on  wine,  as  follows,  viz:  on 
Madeira,    Burgundy.   Champaign,    Rhenish   and 
T  kay,  one  dollar  per  gallon  ;  on  Sherry  and  St. 
Lucir,  sixty  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  other  wine,  not 
enumerated,  when    imported    in  bottles  or  cases, 
seventy  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and 
on  other  wines  of  Portugal,  and   those  of  Sicily, 
fifty  cenis  per   gallon;  on   Ttnerifl"e,  Fayal,  and 
olher    wines  of  the   western    islands,  forty  cents 
per  gallon;  on   all   other  wines,  when   imported 
otiierwise  than  in   cases  and   bottles,  tweniy-five 
cenis  per  gallon  ;  on  Russia  duck,  (not  exceeding 
fifiy-iwo   archeens   each    piece, )  two  dollars  ;  on 
ravens  duck,  (not  exceeding   fifiy-two   archeens 
each  piece  )  one  dollar  and  tweniy-five  cents  ;  on 
Holland  duck,  (not  exceeding  fifty-two  arclieens 
each  piece,)  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ;  on  sper- 
maceti  oil,  of  foreign  fiihing,  twenty  five   cents 
per  gallon  ;  on  whale  and  olher  fish  oil,  of  foreign 
fi-NJiing.  fiiteen  cents  per  gallon  ;  and  on  olive  oil 
in  casks,  at  twenty-five  ceni.>  per  gallon. 
Sbc.  2.  And  be  il  furlher  enacted,  That  the 


following  articles  shall  be  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  free  of  duties;  that  is  to  say,  all  arti- 
cles imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  States; 
philosophical  apparatus,  instruments,  books,maps, 
charts,  statues,  busts,  casts,  paintings,  drawings, 
engravings,  specimens  of  sculpture,  cabinets  of 
coins,  gems,  medals,  and  all  other  colleclioos  of 
antiquitiesjStatuary,  modelling,  painting, drawing, 
etching,  or  engraving,  specially  imported  by  or- 
der and  for  the  use  of  af  y  society  incorporated 
for  philosophical  or  literary  purposes,  or  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  fine  arts,  or  by  order,  and 
for  the  use  of  any  seminary  of  learning;  speci- 
mens in  natural  history,  mineralogy,  botany,  and 
anatomical  preparations,  models  of  macbioery 
and  other  inventions,  plants,  and  trees;  wearing 
apparel  and  other  personal  baggage  in  actual  use, 
and  the  implements  or  tools  of  trade  of  persons 
arriving  in  ihe  United  States;  regulus  of  anti- 
mony, bark  of  the  cork  tree,  unmanufactured; 
animals  imported  for  breed ;  burr  stones,  un- 
wrought;  gold  coin,  silver  coin,  and  bullion; 
clay  ;  unwrought  copper,  imported  in  any  shape 
for  the  use  of  the  Mini ;  copper  and  brass,  in  pigs, 
bars,  or  plates,  soiled  to  the  sheathing  of  ships; 
old  copper  and  bras.s,  and  old  pewter,  fit  only  to 
be  remanufaclured  ;  tin,  in  pigs  or  bars;  furs,  un- 
dressed, of  all  kinds;  raw  hides  and  skins;  lapis 
calaminaris;  plaster  of  Pans;  rags  of  any  kind 
of  cioth  ;  sulphur  or  brimstone;  barilla;  Brazil 
wood,  brazilleilo,  red  wood,  camwood,  fustic,  log- 
wood. Nicaragua,  and  olher  dye  woods;  wood, 
unmanufactured,  of  any  kind;  zinc,  teutenague, 
or  spelter. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  sev- 
eral rates  ol  duties  above  specified  afid  imposed, 
in  respect  to  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
on  ilie  importation  of  which  in  American  or  for- 
eign ve&sels  a  specific  discrimination  has  not  been 
herein  already  made,  which,  after  the  said  thir- 
tieth day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen  shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels 
not  of  the  Uuited  Slates:  Provided,  Thai  this 
addiiional  duly  shall  not  apply  to  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not 
of  the  United  Slates,  entitled  by  treaty,  or  by 
any  acl  or  acts  of  Congress,  to  be  entered  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  Slates,  on  the  payment  of  the 
same  duties  as  are  paid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Uai- 
led  Stales. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties,  by  this 
acl  imposed,  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States,  upon  the  expor- 
tation thereof  within  the  time,  and  in  the  man- 
ner pretcnbed  by  the  existing  laws,  subject  to 
the  following  provisions,  that  is  to  say  :  that  there 
shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  ^ 
duties  in  the  case  of  goods  imported  in  iotixgo/^ 
vessels  from  any  of  the  dominions,  colonies,  or 
possessions  of  any  foreign  Power,  to  and  wiib 
which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  not 
permitted  to  go  and  trade;  that  there  shall  not 
be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties  for 
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t^e^ouDt»y  the  additional  duties  by  this  act 
imf^i^ed  on  iijjods  imported  Id  vessels  not  of  the 
yfftifd  Stat»w;  that  there  shall  not  be  an  allovv- 
f^t?.'S>(  the  drawback  in  ca^e  of  foreign  dried  and 
picl^l^d  fish,  ijnd  other  salted  provisions,  fish  oil, 
dt  filiying  catds;  that  there  shall  be  deducted  and 
r^^a^jed  froiu  the  amount  of  the  duties  on  goods 
ffl^pp^ted,  wuh  the  benefit  of  drawback,  (other 
tivaa ^spirits.  ,*  two  and  a  half  per  centum;  and 
tb<a^  ^here  shall  be  retained  in  the  case  of  spirits 
ejtpptted  wiii  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  cents 
P«r^llon  u;>jn  the  quantity  of  spirits,  and  also 
t|di|i«  per  cer|lunj  on  the  amount  of  duties  paya- 
IjIV  ^jO  the  itf'portation  thereof.     But,   neverthe- 

lj»s*,  kije  prov^iionsof  ihisact  shall  not  be  deemed 
iji  it|y  wise  *o  impair  any  rights  and  privileges 
\\\'f^  have  Ueen  or  may  be  acquired  by  any  lor- 
tijlf^  ;pation,  under  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the 
ly^lltfd  States,  upon  the  subject  of  exporting 
{«y^U  ffona  wie  United  States,  with  a  benefit  of 
ttjoatjawbacieof  the  duties  payable  upon  the  im- 
pbrraiion  theireof. 

S^i;.  5.  A^id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after 
tb|4rirtieth  'jay  of  June  next,  in  all  cases  of  en- 
tff^i  luerchwidise  for  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
thiiitime  of  rweniy  days  shall  be  allowed  from 
tb'iiate  of  tlje  entry  for  giving  the  exportation 
borJ»  for  the-same:  Provided,  That  the  exporter 
sh,-^^  in  everj'  other  particular,  comply  with  the 
riegSUtions  a^d  formalities  heretofore  psiablished 
fp' Retries  oP.exportation  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
t^lt. 

iti'^^.  6.  Ancibe  itfurther  enacted,  That  the  duty 
oU  f'ti^p  tonnaj^e  of  vessels,  and  the  bounties,  ad- 
tUeids,  and  djawbacks,  in  the  case  of  exporting 
p;icfc^^d  fish,  oj  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
19»  ijit^  case  af-^American  vessels  employed  in  the 
filh^f^es,  and  jin  the  case  of  exporting  sugar,  re- 
fi,iC>J>ithiQ  itie  United  States,  shall  be  and  con- 
tizui-'.  the  same  as  the  existing  law  provides. 
rt<f\ded  a^\lf^y3,  That  this  provision  shall  not 
tr'Vfmed  m  anywise  to  impjir  any  rights  and 
Pji'^l^ges,  wlijch  have  been,  or  may  be  acquired 
b»  ;^t^  forei»^  nation,  under  the  laws  and  ireat- 
i^l^llhe  UriJied  States,  relative  to  the  duty  of 
t<iQtf)^e  on  v^isels. 

•^i'l  ^*  ^^^,be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ex- 
•sJu^laws  sh|ll  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for  the 
c#Bf«ion  of  ^e  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  on 
eft^l-^'  wares,  *nd  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
LJi>ij[Hl  Stateij;  and  for  the  recovery,  collection, 
d«si«|ution,  jiiid  remission  of  all  tines,  penalties, 
•iiV^lprfeilurej, ;  and  for  the  allowance  uf  the 
di^^■^ lacks  ari^  bounties  by  this  act  authorized, 
*f  rtijy  and  efieclually  as  if  every  regulation,  re- 
sr,«ai|)n,  penalty,  forfeiture,  provision,  clause, 
maifrV,  and  il*'ing,  in  the  existing  laws  contained, 
^^Mj^eo  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by  this  act. 
Aiu?  i'lat  alliacts,  and  parts  of  acts,  which  are 
C'jij|iiry  to  this  act,  and  no  more,  shall  be,  and 
ttSe'#a«!ne  are  Qereby,  repealed. 

:gfc;.  8.  An*  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
»«:(<  qissed  the;  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
ei^  hundred-and  fifteen,  entitled  '-An  act  to  re- 
p-ai  4>  much  t)f  the  severnl  acts  imposing  duties 
W.  1  i|  lonnagt;  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods. 


wares,  aod  merchaodise,  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  on 
tonnage  between  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,"  shall  apply  and  be  in  full 
force  as  to  the  discriminating  duties  established 
by  this  act  on  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels,  and 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  therein  im- 
ported. 

Approved.  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods,  en- 
tered St  Hampden,  in  the  district  of  Maine. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  on  the  trial  of  any  in- 
formation, libel,  or  other  suit  for  the  forfeiture  or 
condemnation  of  goods  and  merchandise,  which 
between  tbe  twenty-fifth  day  of  October,  and  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  were  en- 
tered at  Hampden,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  and 
have  been  since  seized  as  imported  or  entered 
contrary  to  law,  all  claims  to  forfeiture  and  con- 
demnation be.  and  hereby  are  released,  arising 
from  want  of  lawful  authority,  to  enter  and  de- 
liver said  goods  at  Hampden,  or  from  the  ille- 
gality of  importing  the  said  goods  into  Orring- 
ton,  or  depositing  them  there,  or  from  the  ille- 
gality of  trading  between  Orrington  and  Hamp- 
den, m  a  neutral  vessel  not  licensed  for  the  coast- 
ing trade.  Provided,  That  the  claimants  of  the 
goods  and  merchandise  so  entered  as  aforesaid 
shall  pay  and  satisfy  all  the  reasonable  expenses 
and  charges  attending  the  seizure  and  keeping 
thereof,  and  all  the  expenses,  costs,  and  charges 
of  prosecu'ing  the  informations,  libels,  and  suits 
instituted  against  the  same,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
court  in  which  final  judgments  shall  be  rendered 
against  the  respective  claimants,  whether  the 
final  judgments  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  claimants 
respectively  or  against  them. 

Approved.  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  to  fix  the  commissions  of  tbe  collectors  of  the 
direct   tax   and  interna]    duties,  and  to  revive   and 
continue  in  force  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  tbe 
collection  of  duties  on  imporu  and  tonnage." 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties  shall  be  allowed,  in 
lieu  of  the  commissions  allowed  by  any  existing 
law,  in  each  calendar  year,  the  following  com- 
missions upon  moneys  accounted  lor  and  paid  by 
them  into  the  Treasury,  from  and  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred aod  fifteen— that  is  to  say  :    Six  per  centum 
upon  all  suras  until   the  same  shall  amount  to 
forty  thousand  dollars  ;  three  per  centum  upon  all 
sums  above  forty  thousand,  until  the  same  shall 
amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  two 
per  centum   upon   all  sums  above  one  hundred 
thousand    dollars  :    Prodded.    That    the    eutire 
amount  of  commissions  allowed  during  such  year 
m  any  collection  district  shall  not,  exclusive  of 
the  commission   allowed  to  the  collectors  desig- 
nated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  receive 
the  lists  of  taxes  due  on  the  property  of  non-resi- 
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dent!<,  exceed  five  thousand  dollars:  And.  pro- 
vided. That  the  said  allowance  exceeding  five 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  made  only  in  the  calen- 
dar years  in  which  the  collector  shall  have 
receipted  for  the  lists  of  taxes. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
provisions  of  the  act  "  to  fix  the  compensations 
and  increase  the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of 
the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other 
purposes,  connected  with  the  collection  thereof," 
passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  excepting  those  contained  in 
the  first  section  thereof,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  continued  in  force. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  further  for  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed 
on  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
revived  and  made  of  force  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congres*;,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


Ab  Act  making  appropriations  for  repairing  certain 
roads  therein  described. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated, and  payable  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  and  keeping  in  repair  the  mad  be- 
tween Columbia,  on  Duck  river,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, by  the  Choctaw  agency  ;  and  also  the  road 
between  Fort  Hawkins,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  Fort  StodJart  ;  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


twenty-ninth   day    of  November,   one    thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
confirmed   in   their  titles  in   fee  simple,  respec- 
tively. 
Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  autboriiing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  John  Rogers  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars  to  John  Rogers,  William  C.  Bur- 
dick,  Joshua  Hall,  and  Jeremiah  Chapman,  of 
New  London,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  which 
money  is  paid  to  them  for  their  valor  and  good 
conduct,  in  capturing  a  midshipman  and  two  sea- 
men of  the  British  navy,  and  as  compensation 
for  the  said  prisoners. 

Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  confirming  the  titles  of  certain  purchagers  of 
land  who  purchased  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Vmcennes  University. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That  the  several  persons 
who  purchased  laud  in  township  numbered  two. 
south  of  range  numbered  eleven  west,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Vincennes,  from  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  Vincennes  University,  which  was  incor- 
porated by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a 
University  in  the  Indiana  Territory,"  passed  the 


An  Act  providing  fur  the  distribution  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  among  the  captors  of  the  Algerine 
vessels  captured  and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

Be  it  tnacted,  ^c,  That  the  sura  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  dis- 
tributed in  the  same  proportions  and  under  the 
<ame  regulations  as  prize-money  is  now  by  law 
directed  to  be  distributed,  among  the  captors 
of  the  Algerine  vessels,  captured  by  the  Ameri- 
ican  squadron,  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  and  afterwards  restored  to  the  Def 
of  Algiers. 

Approved.  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  rebuilding  hght* 
houses,  and  for  completing  the  plan  of  lighting 
them,  according  to  the  improvements  of  Wiuslow 
Lewis,  for  placing  beacons  and  buoys,  for  preserv- 
ing Little  Gull  Island,  and  for  surveying  the  coast 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Be  it  enacted.  <f-c..  That  the  sums  hereinafter 
mentioned  be.  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appro- 
priated  for  the  following  purposes,  to  wit:  For 
rebuilding  the  light-house  on  Point  Judith.  Rhode 
Island,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  For 
completing  the  fitting  up  of  all  the  light-houses 
with  Wioslow   Lewis's   improvements,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for  that 
purpose,  sixteen  thousand  dollars.     For  the  con- 
struction of  works  deemed  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation  of  Little  Gull  island,  thirty  thousand 
dollars.     For  rebuilding  the  light-house  on  New 
Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  seven  thousand  dollars. 
For  rebuilding  the  light-house  on  Baker's  island, 
Massachusetts,   four  thousand  dollars.     For  the 
following  objects,  being  the   balances  of  former 
appropriations  for  the  same  purposes,  carried  to 
surplus  fund  :  For  erecting   light-houses  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  at  or  near  the  pitch 
of  Cape  Lookout,  North    Carolina,    thirty-four 
thousand   nine   hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars. 
For  rebuilding  a  light-house  at  Naushawn  island, 
near  Tarpaulin  Cove,  Massachusetts,  two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.     For 
erecting  a  beacon  and  placing  buoys  near  the  en- 
trance   of  Savannah    river,   two   thousand    four 
hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  eighty-five 
cents.     For  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  or  near 
the   entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Beverly,  Massa- 
chusetts, three  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and 
ninety-five  cents.     For   erecting   two   lights  on 
Lake  Erie,  to  wit :  at  or  near  Bird  island,  and  on 
or  near  Presque  Isle,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and    ninety  dollars.     For  placing   beacons   and 
buoys  on  Georgetown  bar.  and  in  Winyaw  Bay, 
South  Carolina,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars.    For  rebuilding  the  Baldhead  light-house 
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'riorlh  C^arolioa.  fifteen  thousand  dollars.     For 

k&aying  ^e  expense  of  surveying  the  coast  of 

U  United»Siates,  fifty-four  thousand  seven  hun- 

^^<d    and   twenty  dollars   and  fifty-seven   cents. 

f^'jjr  repairfog  piers  in  the  harbor  of  Newbury- 

jfA  r.t,  Mass^'jhusetts.  a  sum   not  exceeding  seven 

tjilpdred  dollars  :  Prc/vided,  That  the  juris  liction 

.i    ihe  site  ^bere  such  piers  are  erected  shall  be 

*jS'  ^  ceded  io  the  United  States. 

■*  f4LpproTc<I,  April  27,  1816. 

j^f^Act  to  tuthorize  the  building  of  three  light-housea, 
Ji^  Ml  :  one  <tn  Race  Point,  one  on  Point  Gammon, 
.^Ifid  one  OB  the  iskndof  Petite  Manon,  in  the  Sute 
?  •'  \V  Massacfu  setts. 

-    .  Pie  ii  erupted,  ^c,  That  as  soon  as  a  cession 

;sl{ajl  be  ra^e  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to 

tjjl'f  United^  States,  of  the  jurisdiction  over  the 

l^|i|l  suffici  nt  for  the  purpose,  the  Secretary  of 

jOT'|Treasufy  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 

[r'fh  to   prij,vide,  by  contract,  to  be  approved  by 

*>^fr|Preside<it  of  the  United  States,  for  building 

.   litJ^e  light  Siouses.  viz:  one  on  Race  Point,  one 

;  ^FtPoint  Gamruon,  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth, 

I  •ifciooe  on;,<he  island  called  Petite  Manon.  near 

'  'N%|aguage>  river,  iii  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ; 

"ai|«  tu  furC.ish  the  same  with  all  necessary  sup- 

'lil*<f«.  and  a|50  to  a^ree  for  the  salaries  or  wages 

cL'iihe    perfons  who  shall    be  appointed   by  The 

RHident  r.;r  the  superintendence   and    care  of 

.tfk  {same;  ;ind  the  President  shall  be  authorized 

.ti>«iiiake  tbtrsaid  appointments. 

,•  'ijkc.  2.  /^d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 

;siMai  uf  eigit  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 

■•jlH^reby,  ajipropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 

:^fiBsury  n^it  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 

;jHf  is  aforeyad,  and  also  for  purchasing  such  luts 

;      '.i.    J  I  '.II.  »         •  » 

.ojjjand  "-     '■-"    "--   .   ^      .. 

rtliiP^said 


any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  which  may  become 
forfeited  to  the  United  States  for  non-payment 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  George  T.  Row,  Daniel  T. 
Patterson,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  undw 
their  command. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  so  much  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  forfeitures  and  penalties,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  thousand  dollars,  as  has  accrued  to 
the  United  States  by  the  conderuoation  and  sale 
of  the  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  which  were 
taken  near  the  island  of  Barraiana,  on  the  west- 
ern coast  of  Louisiana,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eiaht  hundred  and  four- 
teen, by  a  land  and  naval  force,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  George  T.  Ross  and  Captain 
Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  which  were  condemned 
and  sold  by  order  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  Orleans  district,  for  violation 
of  laws  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  given  up  and  relinquished  in  favor  of 
the  said  George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Patter- 
son, the  amount  of  the  said  net  proceeds  of  the 
said  sales,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriaied,  to  be  distributed  among  the  land 
and  naval  forces  employed  in  the  capture  of  the 
said  vessels,  in  such  proportions,  and  under  such 
regulations,  as  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and 
Navy,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President, 
shall  prescribe  and  determine. 

Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


sai  jly  connected  therewith. 
;  ^Ec.  3.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
i|SI*-etary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
fatiijiorized  -to  cause  the  light  of  Scituate  lighl- 
htfLfe  to  be;*xiioguished,  should  the  extinguish- 
•in»|t  tliere(if  be  deemed  expedient  for  the  safety 
.Ojfihe  uaviiation  on  that  coast. 
-  ^.^pprove(|,  April  27,  1816. 


*M 


An  Act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  military  land  war- 
:c4  Jand  as'';hairbVr7q;i;ed"f:r  the'lr;rti;;7f        «   7^'  -'^^^"f "«"  ^^  ^-thful  services. 

igijt-houses,  and  other  buildings  neces-        ^e  U  enacted,  ^c,    That  when   any  soldier  of 

in»rff>fi  ihprpo/liK  l"e  regular  army  oaving  oblaiued  a  military  land 

warrant   shall    have  lofii,  or  shall    ht-reafier  lose 
the  same,  or  the  ^aid  warrant  shall  have  been  or 
may  be  by  accident  destroyed,  ^vtry  such  soldier 
shall,   upon   proof  thereof,  to   the  satisfaction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  be  entitled  to  a  patent,  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  warrant  was  produced. 
Sec.  2.     And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all* 
cases  of  discharges  Irora  the  military  service  of 
the    United   States  of   any  soldier  of  the  regular 
army,  when  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  a  certificate  of  faith- 
ful services  has   been   omitted,  by  the  neglect  of 
the  di>charging  officer,  by  misconstruction  of  the 
law,  or    by  any  other   neglect  or  casualty,  such 
omission  shall  not  prevent  the  issuing  of  the  war- 
rant and   patent  as  in  other  cases.     And  when  it 
shall  be   proven,  as  aforesaid,  that  any  soldier  of 
the  regular  armv  has  lost  his  discharge  and  cer- 
tificaie  of  faiihf^jl  service,  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  cause  such  papers  to  be  furnished  such  sol- 
dier  oi   the  regular  army  as  will  entitle  him  to  his 
land  warrant  and  patent:  Provided,  Such  mea- 
sure be  justified  by  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  the 
period  of  service,  and   the   report  of  some  oflicer 
ot  the  corps  to  which  he  was  attached. 
Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


iApj^ct  to  at»thorize  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the 
i  if-f"**^  St  tea,  in  the  district  of  JetfcrsonviUo,  at 
i  j^we  land  oiVjce  in  said  district. 

s  JV  i^  enacted,  fc,  That  the  register  and  re- 
aI**^  of  lUr^  land  ofllce  for  the  district  of  Jeffer- 
»5^tille  be, "and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
eiji-^se  to  public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  the 
WfA  office  otforesaid,  any  tract  or  tract*  of  land 
V|i:h  maf.  hereafter  become  forfeited  to  the 
C'-jJited  Slav's  for  non-payment,  under  such  terms 
ai^icondiliJins  as  are,  or   may  be,  prescribed  by 

.  ffc.  2.  4fid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
)ir)^(ih  of  anV  former  act  o(  Congress  as  requires 
fl*|egisier  jfind  receiver  of  the  <listrict  aforesaid 
tAjtpose  to? pubUc  sale,  at  the  court-house  of  the 
cAf  ty  in  w^jich  the  said  laad  office  u  established 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William 
Young,  Wilham  Moseley,  and  William  Leech. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
directed  fo  settle  the  claims  of  Thomas  Farrer. 
William  Young,  William  Moseley.  and  William 
Leech,  assistant  marshals,  appointed  to  take  the 
census,  and  an  account  of  the  manufactures  in 
South  Carolina,  in  the  ypar  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  and  to  allow  them,  in  the  settle- 


ment thereof,  such  compensation  as  maj  be  ade 
quale    to   the  services 
the  capacity  aforesaid 


.  may  I 
perfor 


raed  in 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  said  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young, 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated.— Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  such  manner  as  he  shall  direct. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  commissioners  shall  each  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive three  dollars,  and  their  assistants  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents,  for  each  and  every  day  which 
they  shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  the  explo- 
ring, surveying,  and  marking  said  road  ;  and  for 
the  purpose  of  compensating  the  aforesaid  com- 
missioners and  their  assistants,  and  opening  and 
marking  said  road,  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  providing  an  additional  compensation  to  the 
district  judge  of  the  southern  district  of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  there  be  paid  to  the 
district  judge  of  the  southern  district  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwi«;e  appropriated,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  for  a  compensation  for 
his  services  in  holding  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  northern  district  of  said  State. 

Approved.  April  27,  1816. 


.\n   Act   to  enable   the    Levy  Court  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria  to  lay  a  lax    for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  erecting  a  jail  and  court-house. 
Be  it  enacted,  <fc..   That   it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  raise,  by  a 
lax   upon   the    taxable    inhabitants    of  the    said 
county,  a  sum  sufficient  to  delray  the  expense  of 
building   a  jail    and     court-house,    for    the    said 
county,  which   sum  shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
erection  of  such  buildings  accordingly,  under  the 
direction  of  the  said  court. 
Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  and  McNcal,  Evans 
and  McNeal,  and  Henry  and  John  McCleester. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  War  Department  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  auditand  settle 
the  claim  of  Taylor  and  McNeal.  Evans  and  Mc- 
Neal. and  Henry  and  John  McCleester,  for  the 
use  of  their  scows,  applied  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
temporary  bridge  over  the  basin  at  Baltimore,  in 
the  montn  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  and  to  allow  them,  in  the  set- 
tlement thereof,  such  compensation  as  may  be 
reasonable  and  just  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
I  paid  to  the  said  Taylor  and  McNeal,  Evans  and 
1  McNeal,  and  Henry  and  John  McCleester,  out  of 
I  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 
'      Approved.  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  surveying  and  making  a  road 
in  the  Territory  of  Illinois. 

Be  it  enacted,  J^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  appoint  three  commissioners,  who  shall  ex- 
plore, survey,  and  mark  in  the  most  eligible 
course,  a  road  from  Shawanee  town,  on  the  Ohio 
river,  to  the  United  States  saline,  and  to  Kas- 
kaskia,  in  the  Illinois  Territory;  and  said  com- 
missioners shall  make  out  accurate  plats  of  such 
surveys,  accompanied  with  field  notts,  and  cer- 
tify and  transmit  the  same  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who,  if  he  approves  of  said 
survey,  shall  cause  the  plats  thereof  to  be  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  said  road  shall  be  considered  as 
established  and  accepted. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That   the 
said  road  shall  be  opened  and  made  under  the 


An  Act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land,  at 
the  Briiuh  fort  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Rapids,  and  ibr  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted.  ^.,  That  so  much  of  the  tract 
of  land  of  twelve  miles  square,  at  the  "  British 
fort  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids,"  ceded  by  the  Wyandots,  Delawares, 
Shawauoes,  Ottawas.  Chippewas,  Paiawaiamies, 
Miamis,  Eel  River.  Weeas,  Kickapoos,  Pianka- 
shaws,  and  Kaskaskias  tribes  of  Indians,  to  the 
United  Stales,  by  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  of  the 
third  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sur- 
veyor General,  be  laid  off  into  town  lots,  streets, 
and  avenues,  aud  into  out  lots,  in  such  manner, 
and  of  such  dimensions,  as  he  may  judge  proper  : 
Provided,  The  trad  so  to  be  laid  off  shall  not 
exceed  the  quaotiiy  of  land  contained  in  two 
entire  sections,  nor  the  town  lots  one-quarter  of 
an  acre  each.  When  the  survey  of  the  lots  shall 
be  completed,  a  plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to 
the  Surveyor  General,  on  which  town  lots  and 
out  lots  shall,  respectively,  be  designated,  by  pro- 
gressive numbers,  who  shall  cause  two  copies  to 
be  made,  one  to  be  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of 
the  field  notes,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 


L^3 


APPENDIX. 


R  ■' 


',  !    l;^ 


1:4 


1884 


Fubiic  Act$  of  Qmgre*9, 


*  :»Ec.  A.  .ina  oe  ic  junrur  enaciea.  itiat.  \ 
;  tiijusly  lo  the  disposal  at  public  sale  of  the  b<?( 
^Mtntioned    tract  of  land,  the  Surveyor  Gen< 

•  ^fculi,  and    he  is  hereby  directed  to  resurvey.  ; 


; 


..'  tt^  Land  Office,  and  the  other  to  the  register  of 
1  ]f54  laoJ  otiice  at  Wooster. 
V  jSec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  pre- 

before 

jerai 

;by  directed  to  resurvey.  and 

;  uij^rk  the  exterior  lines  of  the  said  tract,  confurm- 

•  *liy  'o  the-survey  made  in  Decenober,  one  thou- 
it  s  v<d  eight 'Jiundred  and  tive,  by  virtue  of  the  act 
J  o<l"ihe  thirri  of  March,  one  iliousand  eight  hun- 

dfifd  and  f<ve.  and  also  to  cause  divisional  lines 
;  l#i)e  run  tsrough  each  section  and  fractional  sec- 
i^  t^  bindinj;  on  the  said  river,  so  that  each  .subdi- 
;  •^lion  maj  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  one 
;  in^jtidred  aod  sixty  acres  each.  And  in  like  man- 
'  ft'^5  to  cau*.'  the  "Great  island,"  lying  at  the  foot 
i  of-Jthe  rapids,  in  the  said  river,  to  be  surveyed. 
j  iji^  by  line",  running  north  and  south,  to  divide 
?  l^asarae,  a  ,  nearly  as  may  be,  into  six  equal  parts  ; 
i  th£ft  IS  to  say,  that  part  of  the  said  island,  described 
:  iq  the  survey  of  the  said  cession,  as  lying  in  town- 
'  sjip  number  three,  in  four  parts  ;  and  that  part 
;  C|  ihe  said  (sland  lying  in  township  number  four, 
f  ir,iD  two  parts:  Provided,  That  la  running  the 
.  »\il»di visional  lines  no  interference  shall  be  made 
.arreting  or  impairing  the  right?  of  persons  to 
^  wtiom  letters  patent  have  been  granted  for  land 
iljl'}»g  with:ii  the  limits  of  the  said  twelve  miles 
•.  B4i4are.  nor  affecting  the  selection  or  location 
;bfi|eaf[er  tu  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
.fifrfretary  pf  War,  for  military  purposes:  Pro- 

■  t^hdaUo.  That  in  no  case,  shall  the  subdi  visional 
li«i-3  be  so  run  as  to  extend  to,  or  embrace  the 
bfii  of  the  river,  which  shall  be  deemed,  and  is 
iiireby  decjared  to  be.  a  public  highway:  And 
fionded  alio.  That  the  whole  expense  of  resur- 
'^j^'.°?  ancf  marking  the  exterior  lines  of  thesaid 
Efcr-ion  anit  of  the  subdivisional  lines  of  the  sec- 
tins,  lying  adjacent  to  the  river,  shall  not  exceed 
<l|ree  dollars  for  every  mile  actually  surveyed, 
j^«urveyeti^  and  marked,  by  virtue  of  this  and  the 
preceding  •ft-'ction. 

j$Ec.  3.  Andbe  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the 
vJ»r;J  contaTned  within  the  aforesaid  cession  of 
";  tiftr^lve  mik's  square,  not  excepted  by  virtue  of 
;.  afy  section  of  this  act,  shall,  with  the  exception 
^oJinumber  sixteen,  which  shall  be  reserved  in 
}e|(Jh  township,  for  the  support  of  schools  within 

♦  tl^^same.  aod  with  the  exception  also  of  the  salt 
iS|*T5n£;s  and  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  same, 
*t^  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  Woo- 
rstSff,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  under  the  direction  of 

X^  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office,  aod  on 

.-sfc-h  day  or  days  as  shall,  by  a  public  proclama- 

\)kn\  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  be  de- 

.  .itfoated  foj-'that  purpose.     The  sale  for  thequar- 

■  f«f  sections;  fractional  quarter  sections,  and  of  the 
\^fxn  lots  and  out  lots,  shall  remain  open  at  Woo- 
^fef.  for  sewn  days  and  no  longer.  The  quarter 
Hptions,  an3  fractional  quarter  sections,  shall  not 

;  i)4»iold  for  >ess  than  two  dollars  an  acre;  the  in 
Ick^  for  les'^i  than  twenty  dollars  each,  nor  any 
,  '%^%  lots  for:  less  than  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
\  J>^r^acre;  and  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold 
;  y|,<he  sam<r  terras  and  conditions  as  have  been 
;   #i|  5nay  be.^'by  law.  provided  for  the  lands  sold 

%       i 

:  ill  ! 

5J1  I 


north  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
I  Kentucky  river.     All  the  lands  other  than  there- 
I  served  sections  and  those  excepted  as  aboveioen- 
tioned,  remaining  unsold  at  the  cloi>ing  of  (he 
I  public  sales,  may  be  dispo.».ed  of  at  private  sale,  by 
I  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Wooster,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  in  the  same 
1  manner,  under  the  same   regulations  and  condi- 
•-tious,  as  are  or  may   be  provided  by  law  for  the 
sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Stales  north  of 
I  the  Ohio  river,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky 
;  river.     And  patents  may  be  obtained  for  all  lands 
granted  or  sold  within  the  said  cession,  in   the 
same   manner,  and  on  the  same  terms,  as  are  or 
may  be  provided  by  law  for  land  sold  m  the  State 
of  Ohio.     The  superintendents  of  the  public  sales, 
directed  by  this  section,  shall  receive  four  dollars 
each,  for  each  day's  attendance  on  the  said  sale. 
Approved,  April  27,  1816. 

An    Act  for  the  relief  of  Charlfi  Ro»«  and  Samuel 

Brack,  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross,  decesaed. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  commissioner  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  at  the  present  session,  entitled  'An  act  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
jwses,"  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  audi( 
and  settle  the  claim  of  Charles  Ross  and  Samuel 
Breck,  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross,  de- 
ceased, by  ascertaining  or  causing  to  be  ascertain- 
ed, in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  aforesaid  act, 
theamount  of  damages  which  they  havesusiained! 
in  consequence  of  the  occupatiun,  by  the  troops 
of  the  United  States,  of  Point  Petre,  lo  the  State 
of  Georgia,  in  the  loss  of  the  rent  of  the  farm  at- 
tached thereto,  the  destruction  of  the  building*, 
and  of  the  wood,  and  other  fuel  thereon. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  abceriamed.  shall  be  paid 
to  the  said  Charles  Ross  and  Samuel  Breck,  ex- 
ecutors aforesaid,  out  of  any  mouey  iii  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  27,  1816. 


An  Act  concerning  the  annual  sum  appropriated  for 
arming  and  equipping  the  niilitia. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  annual  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  providingarmsand  military  equipments 
for  the  militia,  either  by  purchase  or  manufac- 
ture, according  to  the  act  of  the  twenty-third  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  en- 
titled ''An  act  making  provision  for  armTng  and 
equipping  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  shall  be  paid,  for  each  year,  re- 
spectively, out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  A?id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  applied 
for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  the  intention 
specified  in  said  act,  without  being  liable  at  any 
time  lo  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  surplus 
fuQd.    And   nothing  in  the  act  of  the   third  of 
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Public  AcU  of  Congress. 


March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  en- 
titled 'An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy  Departments."  shall  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  transferring  of  the  sum 
annually  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  or  any  portion 
thereof,  to  any  other  branch  of  expenditure. 
Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  for   the  relief  of  Menassah  Miner   and  Isaac 

Denison. 

Be  it  enacted.  <f  c,  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to 
Menassah  Sliner  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
three  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents,  and  to  Isaac 
Denison  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  and  expenses  incurred  by  said 
Menassah  m  providing  for  his  son  John  Miner, 
and  for  like  services  and  expenditures  rendered 
and  incurred  by  Isaac  Denison  in  providing  for 
his  son  Frederick  Denison,  while  they  were  dis- 
eased bv  wounds  received  by  them  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  in  defence  of  Stonioeton 
Point,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


to  take  out  a  license  for  retailing  the  same,  nor  be 
liable  to  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  for  failing  to 
do  so. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the  United 
States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France,  and 
fi»e  franc  pieces. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  for  three  years  thereafter,  and  no 
longer,  the  following  gold  and  silver  coins  shall 
pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  Stales, 
and  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  all  debts 
and  demands,  at  the  several  and  respective  rates 
following,  and  not  otherwise,  videlicit  :  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their  pres- 
ent standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cent^ 
for  every  seventy-seven  grains,  or  eighty-eight 
cenisand  eight-ninihs  per  pennyweight ;  thegold 
coins  of  France,  of  their  presenl  standard,  at  ihe 
rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty-seven 
and  a  half  grains,  or  eighty-seven  and  a  quarter 
cents  per  pennyweight ;  ihe  gold  coins  of  Spain, 
at  ihe  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
eight  and  a  half  grains,  or  eighty-four  cents  per 
pennyweight;  the  crowns  of  France,  at  the  rale 
of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cents  and  six-tenths, 
per  ounce,  or  one  hundred  and  ten  cents  for  each 
crown  weighing  ei;^hteen  pennyweights  and  sev- 
enteen grains;  the  five  franc  pieces,  al  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  and  sixteeen  cents  per  ounce,  or 
ninety-three  cents  and  three  mills  for  each  five 


An  Act  for  reducing  the  licenses  to  retailer*  of  wines 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise. 
Be  it  enacted.  <^r..  That,   from  and   after  thePranc  piece,  weighing  sixteen  pennyweights  and 
irty-first  day  of  December  next,  the  additional    iwo  grains.      ,^    .   ^      ^  ,    mi.      •     i    u 


ihirty-nrsi  oay 

duties  laid  on  licenses  lo  retailers  of  wines,  spirit 
uous   liquors  and   foreign    merchandise,  by    the 
third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  pro- 
Tideaddilioiialrevenuesfordefraying  the  expenses 
of  Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on  licen- 
ses to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise,  and  for  increasing  the  rates  of  post- 
age," oassed  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight   hundred  and  fourteen,  shall 
cease  and  determine  ;  and  in  case  of  any  applica- 
tion for  a  license  lo  retail,  between  the  ihirtietL 
day  of  June  and  the  first  day  of  January  next,  a 
license   therefor  shall,  agreeably  to    the  present 
rates  of  duty,  be  granted,  to  expire  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  December^  next,  on  paying  to  the  collector 
a  sum  which  shall  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the 
duty  for  a  year  by  the  existing  rates  as  the  time 
for  which  the  licen^-e  may  be  granted  shall  bear 
to  a  year;  and    for   neglect  or  failure  lo  obtain 
such   license,  the  same  penalty  shall  be  incurred, 
to  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  for  the  neglect 
or  failure  to  obtain  a  license  under  the  act.  enti- 
tled "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise." pa'-sed  on  the  second  of  August,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen  :  Provided,  That 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  no  retailer  of 
imported  salt  alone,  who.se  stock  in  trade  shall 
not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  compelled 


Sec.  2.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  Thai  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  assays  of  the  foregoing  gold  and  silver 
coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  al  least  once  in  every 
year ;  and  to  make  report  of  ihe  result  thereof  to 
Congress. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816, 


An  Act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Slates. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  the  sum 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum,  for  eight 
years,  is  hereby  appropriated,  including  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for 
three  years,  or  the  unexpended  balance  thereof, 
appropriated  by  an  act  approved  on  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Naval  estab- 
lishment." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  ot  the  United  States  be.  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  to  cause  to  be  built  nine  ships,  lo 
rate  not  less  than  seventy-four  guns  each,  and 
twelve  shipj.  to  rate  not  less  than  forty-four  guns 
each,  including  one  seventy-four  and  three  forty- 
four  gun  ships,  authorized  to  be  built  by  an  act 
bearing  date  on  the  second  day  of  January,  one 
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)psand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  entitled 
jAJi  act  {>')  increase  the  Navy  of  the  United 
^^tPs  ;"  anj,  in  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  the 
hiiesident  sl(all  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, 
aVsoon  as  i6e  timber  and  other  necessary  inate- 
rSlJI*  are  pre  cured,  and  the  timber  properly  sea- 
^i^fd,  to  cftuse  the  said  ships  to  be  built  and 
el}i|pp^d  ;  or,  if  in  his  judgment,  it  will  more 
cSifluce  to  the  public  interest,  he  may  cause  the 
jx^d  ships  tcp  be  framed  and  remain  on  the  stocks, 
wl*  kept  in«the  best  state  of  preservation,  to  be 
mr^ared  for;  service  in  the  shortest  time  practi- 
tffcje,  wheel  the   public  exigency   may   require 

\£^c.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
tLJ  (defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ti;*  jStaies.  tiie  President  shall  be.  and  be  is  here- 
Ki  jiuthorized  to  cause  to  be  procured  the  steam 
ea^ines,  and  all  the  imperishable  materials  neces- 

;  s$f)t  for  bui'iiing  and  equipping  three  steam  bat- 

;  tJ-^iis,  on  the  most  approved  plan,  and  best  cal- 
c«i^4'^<i  f*"'  ^^^  waters  in  which  they  are  to  act; 
aji|i*such  nmterials  shall  be   secured  in  the  best 

[  tdki^ner,  to  ijisure  the  completing  such  batteries 
:ifc-  |he  shortest  time  practicable,  when  they,  or 
■eiip'^T  of  th«m,  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  President, 
•n^i|  be  requ%red  for  the  public  service;  and  the 
Pfefident  IS  further  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
cWti|pleted  ajdd  kept  in  the  best  state  of  preserva- 

'itaiijthe  bio(*,k  ship  now  on  the  stocks,  near  New 

'^tjijaDs.       j 

•  I'gi'f^c.  4.  4^d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
'n^i^eys  appjoprtated  by  this  act  shall  not  be 
•tiiH^ferred  lo  any  other  object  of  expenditure, 
jD^fkhall  any  part  thereof  be  carried  to  the  fund 
jdjijif  mmated  "  the  surplus  fund." 

tprovedv  April  29.  1816. 
,^ 

'ift  fkct  Boppkinenlarj  to  an  act  making  alteratioiM 
-  u^  the  Trek«ury  and  War  Departments,  paaced  the 
':  Sk^jhlh  day  .of  May,  1792. 

^^  it  enucted,  fc,    That   there  shall   be  ap- 

pt,';|ted   by  uhe  President  of  the  United   States, 

b^atnd  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 

,  arc  pddiiionjfl  Accountant  of  the  Department  of 

."VAilrir,  whose-duty  it  shall  be  to  adjust  and  settle 

a/f.  Hhe    accounts  in    that    Department    existing 

^i  :r5ie  cooriusioo  of  the  late  war  and  are  now 

tjli^irtlled.     lb  the  execuiioQ  of  (h(8  duty  he  shall 

't£)aform    to  jthe   regulations   which    govern    the 

^if<fountantijf  the    War   Department,  and  shall 

r|«»ihve  the  ^ame  compensation  for  his  services 

,ai>-d7b€  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  of  franking. 

A  K^c.  2.  A\iidbe  It  further  enactai^  That  for  de- 

fijai^ihng  the; expense:!  of  clerks  to  be  employed 

H|?if»r  his  direction,  and  for  the  payment  of  bis 

,5*i,avy,  the  $tim  of  eight  thousand  eight  hundred 

*a^di»even  iJoUars  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of 

4:iy«money  cfl  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 

r^iM^ed.         ^ 

'♦>  WBC- 3.  A^^d  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatihisact 
:>^#p  continue  in  force  for  one  year  from  the  pass- 
Mnpihereof,  wnd  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
\Cvigress  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 
I    l^pprovedj  April  29,  1816. 


il 


An  Act  to  eatabiish  a  land  district  in  Illinois  Territory, 
north  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  State-*,  heretofore  included 
within  the  land  di>trict  of  Ka&kaskia,  and  lyinar 
north  of  the  base  line  in  Illinois  Territory,  shall 
form  a  new  land  district,  for  the  disposal  of  (he 
said  lands,  and  for  which  pur(>ose  a  land  office 
shall  be  established  at  Edwardsville,  Madison 
county,  under  the  direction  of  the  register  of  the 
land  office  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  who  shall  reside  at  the 
place,  give  security  in  the  same  manner  and  ia 
the  same  sums,  and  whose  compensation,  emolu- 
ments, duties  and  authority  shall,  in  every  respect, 
be  the  same  in  relation  to  the  lands  which  shall 
be  disposed  of  at  their  office,  as  are  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  in  relation  to  the  register>  and  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys  in  the  several  offices, 
established  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  Stales  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  lands  shall  be  disponed  of  in  ttie  same  inan- 
ner,  and  on  the  »ame  terms  and  conditions,  as  are 
or  may  be  provided  by  law  fur  the  sale  of  public 
lands  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  ;  provided  that 
no  tract  of  land,  excepted  from  the  sale  by  virtue 
of  any  former  act,  shall  be  sold  by  virtue  of 
this  act. 

Approvei,  April  29,  1816. 

An  Act  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  superin- 
tendents of  the  manufactories  of  arms,  at  Springfield 
and  Harper's  Ferry. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  in  addition  to  the  pay 
and  rations,  as  at  present  Gxed.  of  the  superin- 
tendents of  the  raanufacioriesof  arms,  at  Spring- 
field and  Harper's  Ferry,  they  shall  receive  thirty 
dollars  per  month,  and  one  ration  per  day. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Coart, 
and  the  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
prepare*  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said  District 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c.,  That  the  judges  of  the  cir- 
cuit court,  and  the  attorney  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
prepare  and  digest  a  code  of  jurisprudence,  both 
civil  and  criminal,  for  the  ;»aid  District,  to  b« 
hereafter  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales,  to  be  modified,  altered,  or  adopted,  as  lo 
them  shall  seem  proper. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  hve  hundred  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  lo  be  paid  to  the 
said  judges  and  the  attorney  aforesaid,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  their  services  in  this  respect,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  authorizing  payment  for   prisoners   captured 
by  private  armed  vessels. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the   Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  auihor:2ed  and  re- 
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quired  to  settle  and  pay  unto  the  owners,  officers, 
and  crews  of  private  armed  vessels,  the  bounty 
allowed  by  law  for  the  prisoners  captured  and 
brouehl  into  port,  and  delivered  to  the  agent  of 
the  United  States,  captured  on  board  any  Briiish 
vessel  after  the  exchange  of  the  raiifications  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Uniied  States 
and  Great  Britain,  but  before  the  said  treaty  took 
effect  in  the  latitude  wherein  the  capture  was 
made;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  aforesaid  claims 
out  01  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 
Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  .\ct  for  settling  the  compensation  of  the  commis- 
sioners, clerk,  and  trandstor  of  the  board  for  land 
claims  in  the  eastern  and  western  district  for  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  now  8tate  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  in  settling  the  accounts 
for  compensation  to  the  commissioners,  the  clerk 
and  translator  of  the  board  for  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  lands  in  the  eastern  and  western 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Odeans.  now  State  of 
Louisiana,  .>-hall  allow  to  them,  respectively,  for 
the  time  they  were  actually  employed  in  discharge 
of  the  duties  afore*aiJ,  at  ilie  rate  of  the  following 
annual  compensation:  to  each  of  the  commission- 
ers, two  thousand  dollars;  to  the  clerk,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars;  and  to  the  translator, 
one  thousand  dollars ;  which  allowance  shall  com- 
mence, for  the  commissioners,  clerk,  and  trans- 
lator for  the  eastern  districi,  on  the  first  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  con- 
tinue until  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  lor  the  commis- 
sioners, clerk,  and  translator  for  the  western  dis- 
trict, on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  continue  until  the 
eleventh  day  of  May,  one  ibousaod  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  and  shall  include  the  moneys  they 
may  have  received,  or  are  entitled  to,  according 
to  the  existing  laws,  and  shall  be  in  full  for  all 
service  rendered  by  them  in  relation  lo  the  latids 
within  the  said  district. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  enclosing  and 
improving  the  public  square  near  the  Capitol;  and 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Pubhc 
Buddings,  and  of  Superintendent,  and  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.^  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
thirty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  ol 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  enclosing 
and  improving  the  public  square,  east  of  the  Capi- 
tol, which  sum  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  Roy  act  or  acts  as  authorizes  the  ap- 
pointment ui  three  commissioners,  for  the  super- 
intendence of  the  public  buildings,  be,  and  the 
14tll  Co.\.  Ibl  Slss.— 60 


fame  is  hereby,  repealed;  and  in  lieu  of  the  said 
commissioners,  there  shall  be  appointed,  by  ihe 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  one  Commis- 
sioner, who  shall  hold  no  other  office  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall 
perforin  all  the  duties  with  which  the  said  three 
commissioners  were  charged,  and  whose  duty  il 
shall  also  be  lo  contract  for,  and  superintend  the 
enclosing  and  improvements  of  the  public  square, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Uaiied 
States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  Commissioner  a  sal- 
ary of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly, 
cut  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  sucti  persons  as  may  have  beea 
appointed  lo  superintend  the  repairing  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  to  deliver  up  unto  the  Commissioner 
who  ^hall  be  appointed  in  virtue  of  this  act,  all 
plans,  draughts,  books,  records,  accounts,  con- 
tracts, bonds,  obligations,  securities,  and  other 
evidence  of  debt  in  their  possession,  which  belong 
to  their  offices. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  third  day  of  March  next,  the  office 
of  superintendent,  established  by  act  of  Congress 
of  first  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two.  shall  cease,  and  thereafter  the  duties  of  said 
office  shall  be  performed  by  the  Commissioner  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  to  whom 
the  superintendent  shall  deliver  all  documents, 
secuniies,  books,  and  papers,  relating  to  said 
office;  and  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  March 
next,  ihe  Commissioner  aforesaid  shall  be  vested 
wiih  all  the  powers  and  {>erform  all  ihe  duties 
conferred  upon  the  superintendent  aforesaid. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  empowered,  in  repairing  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  the  City  of  Washington,  lo  make 
such  alterations  in  ilie  plans  thereof,  respectively, 
as  he  shall  judge  proper,  for  the  belter  accommo- 
dation of  the  iwo  Houses  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  or  any  of  them. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


.\n  Aa  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  LUinois  and 
Missouri. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  surveyor  of  the  lands 
of  ihe  United  Slates  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
and  Missouri  shall  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  engage  a  sufficient  number  of  skilful 
surveyors  as  his  deputies,  and  to  cause  so  much 
of  the  land  abovementioned  as  the  President 
of  the  Unitel  States  shall  direct,  and  to  which 
the  titles  of  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  exiin- 
gui.shed,  to  be  surveyed  and  divided  in  the  man- 
ner, and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  other  acts 
in  relation  lu  such  lands,  as  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral  is  authorized  and    directed  to   do,  in  rela- 
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tt^iito  the  si,me,  or  the  lands  lying  northwest  of 

tlj^' fiver  Oh;o:  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of 

', lurTeyor  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  lands  in 


kid   Tetritorie?,  the   claims  to  which   have 


tl 

brOti,  or  hereafter  may  be,  confirmed  by  any  act 
ofV*;ongress,  which  have  not  already  been  sur 
y^|«td  according  to  law  ;  and  generally  to  do  and 
tte^Arm  all  },.iid  ^ingular  the  duties  re<]uired  by 
ja^jo  be  pei^ormed  by  the  principal  deputy  sur- 
/el4r  for  th<;  Territory  of  Missouri;  and  shall 
jr&*ilmit  to  t^e  registers  of  the  land  offices  wiih- 
jn  l4e  said  I'erritories,  respectively,  general  and 
p6|ifcular  pUts  of  all  the  lands  surveyed,  or  to  be 
«iui^?yed,  aed  shall  also  forward  copie;*  of  said 
iilat^i  to  the  Commii-sjoner  of  the  General  Land 
Ojkte  ;  fix  the  compensation  of  the  deputy  sur- 
•tj)^<»drTs,  chair;  carriers  and  axemen:  Provided, 
Tq^)  the  whi)le  expense  of  surveying  and  mark- 
ift^^be  tine,  shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  for 
mile  thft  shall  be  run.  surveyed,  and  marked. 
|c.  2.  Apd  be  i:  further  enacied,  That  the 
!«raM4?yor  of  ;he  lands  of  the  United  Stales,  ap- 
pl^^ed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed 
4fl*a|onoal  ccHDpensation  of  one  thousand  dollar*, 
ai^fshall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  individuals 
:(^  following  fees :  that  is  to  say,  for  recording 
f^4f  surveys  executed  by  any  of  the  deputies,  at 
ikij^  -rate  of  <wenty-five  cents  for  every  mile  of 
ifD^  ^undarv  line  of  such  survey,  and  for  a  certi- 
VMH  vopy  of  H  plat  of  a  survey  in  his  office  twenty- 
Cv*  cents,  aAd  that  all  the  plats  of  surveys,  and 
fciit  fiber  pjfipers  and  documents  pertaining,  or 
jj;h  did  pfrtain  to  the  office  of  ihe  Surveyor 
hi-ral  unt^r  ihe  Spanish  Government  within 
'^imits  of^the  Territory  of  Missouri,  or  to  the 
^^  of  prino'ipal  deputy  surveyor  for  said  Terri- 
',  or  pert^inlng  to  the  office  of  Surveyor  Gen- 
or  to  any  oflSce  heretofore  established  or  au- 
ib<j  iZed  for  tye  purpose  of  executing  or  recording 
soi^ey?  of  lajids  wjthin  the  limits  of  the  Territo- 
rea^ot  Missojiri  and  Illinois,  Khali  be  delivered  to 
ih-f  surveyor,^  of  the  land*  of  the  United  States, 
^lu^iorized  to  be  appointfd  by  thisaci;  and  any 
©h|^  of  survey  duly  certified  by  the  said  surveyor 
ybwl  be  admrited  as  evidence  in  any  of  the  courts 
bfjlie  Uoiier^  State?  or  Tfrritories  thereof. 
'^fo.  3.  ^d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
ra^trh  of  theact  entitled  ''An  act  extending  the 
pQ^e-rs  of  tbi»  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory 
pt^^fjouisiani,  and  lor  other  purpo.^-es,"  passed 
PAruary  iw.nty-eighlh,  one  thousand  eight  bun- 
dtwi-and  six,  as  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
|t  iTincipal  depaiy  surveyor,  and  so  much  of  any 
«c|(;f  Congress  heretofore  passed,  as  is  repugnant 
io»^.f  inconsstent  with,  any  provision  of  this  act, 
ie-  ind  the  (r^me  is  hereby,  repealed. 
;    fpproved,  April  29,  181G.' 
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AL  Act  naakiHg  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
•  >  treaty  befAceii  the  United  Sute«  and  iho  Chero- 
;  -)Ha  tribe  ol  Indiana,  concluded  at  Waahington,  on 
.  ;Wi»)  twenty-second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
f  ^ligbt  bundi^d  and  sixteen. 

I  Pe  it  enaKted.  <fc.,  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
^^)^iog  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 


States  aad  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indiana,  con- 
cluded and  signed  ai  Washington,  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  ihe  *um  of  tweniy-eight  thousand 
SIX  hundred  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  April  29.  1816. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  aale  of  c«rtaui  lunda  m  the 
Slate  of  Obio,  formerly  aet  apart  for  reiugeea  from 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

He  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That  such  part  of  the  tract 
of  land  which  was  set  apart  for  refugees  from 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  by  the  act  of  Congrefs, 
passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  one,  entitled  'An  act  reg- 
ulating the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the 
refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nuva  Scotia,"  which  has  not  been  located 
by  the  said  refugees,  shall  be  attached  to,  and 
made  a  part  of  the  land  district  of  Chillicothe  ;  and 
the  said  unlocated  land  shall  be  offered  for  sate  to 
the  highest  bidder,  under  the  direction  of  the 
register  of  the  land  office  and  of  the  receiver  of 
public  moneys  for  the  said  district,  at  Chillicothe, 
on  such  day  as  shall,  by  proclamaiion  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Siates,  be  designated  for  that 
purpose  ;  the  sale  shall  remain  open  six  days,  and 
no  longer;  the  lands  shall  not  be  sold  for  less 
than  two  dollars  an  acre,  and  shall  in  every  other 
respect  be  sulu  in  tracts  of  ihe  same  size,  and  on 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  have  been  or 
may  be  provided  for  lands  in  the  said  district. 
All  the  said  unlocated  land,  remaining  unsold  at 
the  close  of  the  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  of 
at  private  sale  t>y  the  register  of  the  said  land 
office,  in  the  same  manner,  under  the  same  regu- 
laiiun.v,  for  the  same  price,  and  on  the  same  terms 
a.s  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of 
lands  in  the  said  district;  and  patents  shall  be 
obtained  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same 
terras,  as  for  other  public  lands  in  the  said  district. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
superintendents  of  the  public  sales  directed  by  this 
act  shall  each  receive  four  dollars  a  day  for  each 
day's  attendance  on  the  said  sales. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  aupplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  and  de6ning  iho  duties  of  the  Jodgea  of 
the  Terriiory  of  lliiaou,"  and  for  vealtng  ia  the 
courta  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  a  juriaJiction  in 
chancery  cases,  ariaing  in  the  aaid  Teinlory. 

Be  it  enacted  (fc,  That  when  a  new  county 
shall  be  established  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois, 
by  the  Legislature  thereof,  such  new  county  shall 
be  attached  to  trie  judicial  circuit  from  which  the 
largest  portion  thereof  is  taken  ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  judges  allotted  to  such  circuit,  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, to  hold  courts  in  such  new  county  twice  in 
each  year,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Territory  tnay  designate. 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  judge  in  the  said  Territory  shall  be  unable 
to  hold  the  courts  within  the  circuit  to  which  he 
is  allotted,  by  reason  of  any  disability,  it  shall  be 
the  duly  of  the  judge  allotted  to  ihe  circuit  near- 
est thereto,  to  hold  the  courts  in  such  circuit, 
antil  the  disability  of  ihe  judge  allotted  to  the 
circuit  shall  be  removed,  or  (in  case  of  the  death 
or  resignation  of  a  judge)  until  a  successor  is  ap- 
pointed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
judge  of  any  circuit  within  the  said  Territory 
shall  have  power  to  appoiat  a  clerk  to  each  court 
wiihin  his  court,  (circuit,)  and  tu  fill  any  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  or  resignation  uf  ihe 
clerk. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  person  charged  with  felony  shall  be  commit- 
ted to  prison,  in  any  county  withm  ihe  Territory 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Gijveroor  of 
ine  Territory  to  issue  his  writ,  directed  to  the 
judge  allotted  to  the  circuit  including  the  couniy 
where  such  accused  person  rnay  be  committed, 
commanding  him  to  hold  a  court  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner, for  the  trial  of  the  accused  ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  judge  to  whom  such  writ  is 
directed,  to  hold  the  court  at  tne  coun-house  of 
the  cuuoiy  at  such  time  as  may  be  specified  iu 
such  writ  ;  and  all  process  issued,  or  proceedings 
had  before  the  writ  shall  be  issued,  sh^ll  be  re- 
turned to  the  said  court  of  oyer  and  terminer. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  supplemental, 
shall  be  and  remain  in  force  until  the  end  of  ilie 
next  session  u{  the  Legislature  uf  the  i>aid  Terri- 
tory, and  no  longer;  and  the  Legislature  of  the 
said  Territory  shall  iiave  power  aud  authority  to 
make  laws  in  all  cases,  for  the  good  goverumeni 
of  the  Territory  aforesaid,  not  repugnant  to  the 
principles  and  articles  of  the  ordinances,  and  to 
organize  the  courts  of  the  said  Territory,  and 
prescribe  the  times  and  places  uf  their  session. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
General  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  be,  aud 
it  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  exer- 
cise chancery  powers  as  well  as  a  common  law 
jurisdiction,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Legis- 
lature of  said  Territory  may  prescribe. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Miaaouri. 

Be  it  enacted,  <!^c.,  That  the  electors  of  the 
Terriiory  of  Mi.ssouri.  entitled  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  itie  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, at  the  time  of  electing  the  representatives 
to  the  General  Assembly,  shall  in  each  county  in 
said  Territory  elect  one  member  of  the  legislative 
council  to  serve  for  two  years  and  no  longer, 
qualified  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fifth 
aeciion  ol  the  "Act  providing  fur  the  guvernment 
of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  passed  June  fourth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  a  ma- 
jority of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  shall  pos- 
sess ihe  same  powers  as  are  granted  to  the  legis- 


lative council  by  the  said  recited  act:  and  in  case 
of  vacancy  of  a  meinber  of  the  legislative  coun- 
cil, by  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory  ahall  isKue  a  writ  tu  the  county  to 
elect  another  person  to  serve  the  residue  of  tke 
term. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ao 
much  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  said  recited  a«t 
as  requires  the  General  Assembly  of  said  Terri- 
tory 10  meet  once  in  each  year  be  repealed,  and 
the  said  General  Assembly  shall  meet  once  ia 
every  uther  year  at  St.  Louis,  and  such  meeting 
shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  un- 
less they  shall  by  law  appoint  a  different  day: 
Provided,  That  the  Governor  for  the  time  being 
shall  have  authority  by  proclamation  to  convene 
the  General  Assembly  whenever  he  shall  deem 
the  interest  of  the  Terriiory  may  require  it. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  require  the  judges 
of  the  superior  court  of  ihe  said  Territory  to  hold 
superior  and  circuit  courts,  to  appoint  the  times 
and  places  of  holding  the  same,  aud  under  sucb 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  General  Assembly 
may  in  that  behalf  prescribe;  the  circuit  courts 
shall  be  composed  of  one  of  the  said  judges,  and 
shall  have  jurisdiction  in  all  criminal  cases,  and 
exclusive  original  jurisdiction  in  all  those  which 
are  capital,  and  original  jurisdiction  in  all  civil 
cases  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
superior  and  circuit  courts  shall  possess  and  exer- 
cise chancery  powers  as  well  as  common  law  ju- 
risdiction in  all  civil  cases:  Provided,  That  there 
shall  be  an  appeal  in  matters  of  law  and  equity, 
in  all  cases,  from  the  circuit  courts  to  the  superior 
court  of  the  said  Terriiory. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such 
part  of  the  said  recited  acts  as  is  repugnant  to,  or 
inconsistent  wiih  ihe  provisions  of  this  act,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  29.  1816. 


\n  Act  for  the  relief  of  WiUiam  Crawrford,  Frederick 

Bates,    WiUiam    Garrard,   and   Thomas    B.   Rob- 

erlson. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  proper  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  allow  and  pay 
to  William  Crawford,  commissiuner  of  land 
claims  east  of  Pearl  river,  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  carrying  his  report  upon  land 
claims  to  the  General  Land  Office,  at  the  city  of 
Washington.  ' 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  allow  and 
pay  to  Frederick  Bales,  recorder  of  land  titles  for 
ihe  Territory  of  Missouri,  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollar.-,  for  carrying  his  report  upon  land 
claims  to  the  General  Land  Office,  at  the  city  of 
Washington. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbal  the 
accouuting  officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  allow  and 
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jAy  to  Willijm  Garrard,  commi.'sioner  of  land 
«ain»s  for  thie  western  distrirt  of  the  State  of 
lJ<o^i|»iana.  aiid  to  Tiiomas  Bolline  Ruberison 
(tJftMjii^sionef-iof  land  claims  for  the  eastern  dis- 
t^i^'t'of  Louisiana,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  ddl 
Ijirx  ^ach,  fop  carryinjr  the  reports  upon  land 
(^airts  to  ihc'General  Land  Office,  at  the  city  of 
WjtJiiiniTton. 

■  S^.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
KoN'f<i(Cceedinjj  two  thousand  dollars  be.  and  the 
«Hti*{s  is  here:;uy,  appropriated,  for  the  purposes 
ifo«e^id,  out'of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
oth^i*«rise  apfij-opriatod. 

•  4iproved,  April  29,  1816. 

rli       ?      — 

•  ^p  Act  to  ifidemnify  Jabez  Mowry  and  others. 

;  ]^tit  enacted,  ^c,  That  upon  the  payment  by 
hibf:*  Mowry,  John  W.  C.  BHXter.  Samuel 
■^*lt|l*?r,  JocHthan  Bartieit,  Jo^iah  Dana,  and 
A3<!<;i  Haydei),  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of 
cier,ii!n  bonds.now  in  suit  in  the  district  court  o( 
lila|<|?,  given -by  them  to  the  United  State«.  for 
dttlW  00  good's  imported  into  the  district  of  Pus 
s^rnwiuoddy,  ijmouniing  to  the  sum  of  sixty-five 
lliut^^iid  five'hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  .sev- 
e^t««^  cents,  which  bunds,  on  the  capture  of 
K|i4rO''t,  on  t^e  eleventh  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
i»yi  tight  hundred  and  fourtet-n.  fell  into  the 
his'n^iii  ol  the  ^neniy,  and  were  afterwards,  by  the 
v^1^>dmiral[j  court  of  Nova  Scotia,  decreed  for- 
n'^tj,^nd  the  ainount  thereof  ordered  to  be  d?stri- 
btitmi  among^he  captor^,  and  aiiachments  issued 
»0ift^t  the  principals  and  sureties  in  -aid  boiid>. 
to*ct)jnpel  ihe^paymenl  thereof,  the  United  States 
Wilttndemoify  the  principals  and  sureties  in  said 
l^o|«,  and  sjjve  them  harmless  against  the  lo>s 
l\ie^hf,  and  (\t  the  expenses  already  incurred  by 
tVjki  in  consei^uenreof  said  loss;  which  expense"" 
sfCai  be  ascertained  by  the  accounting  officers  of 
t^^iTrea.-uryiand  j.aid  out  of  any  moneys  therein, 
Hut^iherwistjappropriated. 

;  Af^roved,  April  29,  1816. 

*  ii  \  

An  |M:t  for  the.relief  of  John  Holkar,  formerly  Consul 

■  '     (Jenerul  of  France,  to  the  United  Stitei. 

tt  enacted.  *c..  That  the  accuuoiing  officers 
Treasury  Dt^partmenl  be,  and  tliey  hereby 
^  thorizej  and  directed  to  settle  the  account 

c^  f  phn  Ho'Jcar,  formerly  Consul  General  of 
irrajice  to  the^^nited  States,  for  thirty-seven  loan- 
cJTifc certificates,  amounting  to  twenty-one  thou- 
4*inf 'seven  l<^undred  dollars  nominal,  that  is  to 
j^j| 'three  hundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from 
tnt^^an  offic*  of  New  Hampshire;  seven  tlious- 
«?>j^rfine  hundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from  the 
JtJiV:- I'ffice  of  >lassachu>etl>;  eight  hundred  dol- 
l>r*ithereof  iv!»ued  from  the  loan  office  of  Rhode 
I»!\«nil;  twelvi  hundred  dollars  thereof  i>sued  from 
'Jifiif*"  (  fficiJ^f  New  York  ;  and  eleven  thousand 
^ij|tiundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from  the  loan 

*  ^^-"^  Geoggia;  al!  of  wliich  had  been  signed 
byJj'^Tancis  Hi^i  kinson.  Trt-a-urer  of  Loans.'anj 
ccj^iersigneJ  by  the  loan  officers  of  the  Slates 
le'^tktiTely,  and  which   were  destroyed  by  fire 


in  the  consulate  office  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  sec- 
ond day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
■^ven  hundred  and  eighty;  and  that  the  specie 
value  thereof  beinj  five  thousand  eight  hundred 
;ind  three  dollars,  thirty  five  ninetieths,  be  paid, 
with  interest  thereon,  at  six  per  cent.,  from  the 
third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  being  the  mean  data  of  inter- 
est on  the  same,  as  examined  and  stated  in  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  twen- 
ty fifth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hund- 
red and  ninety  four,  to  the  said  John  Holkar,  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, upon  the  said  John  Holkar  giving  a 
bond  of  indemnify,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved.  April  29,  1816. 


An  Art  for  the  confirmation  of  certain  claima  to  land 
in  Uie  wettern  district  of  the  Slate  of  Louiaiana,  and 
in  the  iernlorv  of  Missouri. 

Whereas,  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of 
third    March,   one   thousand    eight    hundred  and 
seven,   it    is  required  that  the  commissioners  for 
ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims 
lo  land    in    the   then  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Louisiana,  should  arrange  their  reports  into  three 
general  classes,  the  second  of  which  classes  should 
contain    claims  which,  though   not  embrav-ed   by 
the   provisions   of  the  several   acts  of  Congress 
ought  nevertheless,  m  the  opinion  of  the  commis- 
sioners, to  be  confirmed,  in  conformity  with   the 
Uws,  usages,   and  customs  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ern tnent:  And  whereas  the  commissioners,  in  and 
fi»r  the  western  district  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana, 
formerly  Territory  of  0/leans,  io  their  several  re- 
ports of  the  sixteenth  of  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  fourth  of  December 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  ninth  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
sixth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  first  of  May.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  and  fourth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred   and    fifteen,    have    formed    this   second 
class,   recommending   the   claims   which   it   em- 
braces for  confirmation,  and  have  designated  the 
same   by   letter  B,  and   the   register  of  the   land 
uffice  and    receiver   of  public  moneys,  acting  as 
commissioners  for  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims 
to  land  in  the  said  district,  in  their  report,  dated 
the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  ei«»ht 
hundred  and  filieen.  under  the  act  giving  further 
lime  for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the  western 
di>trict  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,   passed  the 
tenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  the  "Act  giving  further  lime  for  re- 
gistering claims  to  land  in   the  eastern  and  west- 
ern districts  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,"  passed 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
fight  hundred   and   thirteen,  and    the  act   of  the 
iwrllth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  ha\e  arranged   the  claims  into  the 
following  classes,  to  wit:  one,  two,  three,  four, 
five,  six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  eleven  :  Therefore. 
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Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  claims  marked  B 
and  described  in  the  several  classes  in  the  above 
mentioned  reports  of  the  commi.ssioners  for  the 
western  district  of  the  State  of  Liui.siana,  for- 
merly Territory  of  Orleans,  and  recommended  by 
Ihem  for  confirmation,  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by, confirmed  :  Provided,  neve/tMess,  That  un- 
der no  one  claim  shall  any  person  or  persons  be 
entitled,  under  this  act,  lo  more  than  the  quantity 
contained  in  a  league  square. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all 
claims  embraced  in  the  reports  of  the  recorder  ol 
land  titles,  acting  as  commissioner  for  ascertain- 
ing and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  dated  November  first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  Feb- 
ruary second,  one  thousand  eigtit  hundred  and 
sixteen,  where  the  decision  of  the  said  commis- 
sioner is  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed,  to  wit :  confirma- 
tions of  village  claims,  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve;  grants  of  the  late  board  ol 
Commissioners,  appoMued  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusiin:;  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri,  extended  by  virtue  of  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ihineen  ;  grants  and  con- 
firmations under  the  several  acts  of  Congress, 
commencing  with  the  act  of  the  thirteenth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furl  fie  r  enacted,  That  in 
all  cases  not  provided  lor  by  law  lor  patent  certi- 
ficates to  issue,  every  person,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  every  person,  whose  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land  is  confirmed  by  this  or  any  former  act, 
and  wiio  has  not  already  obtained  a  [laient  certi- 
ficate for  the  same,  shall,  whenever  his  claim  shall 
have  been  located  and  surveyed  according  to  law, 
be  entitled  lo  receive  from  tiie  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Opelousas,  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  or 
from  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  certificate,  stating 
that  the  claimant  is  entitled  lo  a  patent  for  such 
tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  for  which  cer- 
tificate the  officer  issuing  the  same  shall  receive 
one  dollar,  and  the  certificate  shall  entitle  the 
party  to  a  patent  for  the  tract  of  land,  which  shall 
issue  iQ  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for 
patents  to  issue  for  lands  purchased  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Eslablishmenl  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hund- 
red and  sixteen,  for  the  Indian  depariment,  for 
fortificatiuns,  for  the  expenses  of  itie  public  build- 
ings at  West  Point,  and  fur  the  purchase  of  maps, 
plans,  bjoks,  and  instruments,  for  the  Military 
Academy  at  said  place,  the  following  sums  be, 
aad  the  same  are   hereby,  respectively  appropri- 


ated, that  is  to  say  :  For  the  pay  of  ihe  Army  of 
(he  United  States,  one  million  one  hundred  nioe- 
ly-six  thousand  four  bun  Ired  and  ninety-six  dol- 
lars. For  subsistence,  one  million  forty-three 
ihousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars. 
For  forage  for  officers,  iweniy-five  thousand  six 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars.  For  bounties 
and  premiums,  fifty-six  thousand  dollars.  For 
clothing,  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. Fur  the  medical  and  hospital  department, 
one  hundred  ihousand  dollars.  For  the  quarter- 
master's department,  three  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  Fur  fortifications,  eight  hundred 
and  tbirty-eight  thousand  dollars.  For  contia- 
jenciejj,  one  hundred  and  fifiy  thousand  dollars. 
For  ihe  Indian  department,  two  hundred  thous- 
and dollars.  For  the  purchase  of  horses  for  the 
artillery,  fifty  thousand  dollars.  For  the  purchase 
ol  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instruments,  for  the 
War  Office,  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  For 
the  erection  of  buildings  at  West  Point,  including 
arrearages,  one  hundred  fifteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars.  For  the  purchase  of  maps,  plans, 
bt)oks,  and  instruments,  for  the  Military  Academy, 
twenty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  dollars.  For  defraying  the  expenses  incurred 
by  calling  out  the  miltiia  during  the  late  war,  ia 
addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  by 
law  to  that  object,  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fitly  thousand  dollars.  For  the  payment  of  dana- 
ages  sustained  by  the  ships  and  vessels  sunk  at 
Ihe  entrance  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  to  prevent 
the  ships  of  the  enemy  from  passing  the  lort  and 
entering  the  harbor,  fifteen  thousand  one  hundred 
eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  being  part 
of  the  amount  of  an  appropriation  of  two  hund- 
red fifiy  thousand  dollars,  heretofore  made,  and 
by  Ihe  President  of  ttje  United  States  transferred 
to  other  objects. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  sums  specifically  appropriated  by  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  (he  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


.An  Act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  tie  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay  to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  his  asso- 
ciates, of  Dorchesier  county,  in  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, or  to  their  legal  representatives,  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  out  of  anjr 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated ;  which  money  is  paid  to  them  fur  their  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  in  capturing,  during  the 
late  war,  a  lender  belonging  to  the  Dauntless, 
British  hhip-of-war,  and  taking  eighteen  prison- 
ers, lo  wit:  one  lieutenant,  one  midshipman,  thir- 
teen seamen,  and  three  marines,  and  as  compen- 
sation for  the  prisoners  srf  taken. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
claim  which  the  United  States  may  have  to  the 
said  captured  vessel  and  property  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  released  to  the  said  captors. 
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"^t.  3.  Arii  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
ft^tteisry  of  \he  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
a«'^<^ized  an^j  required  to  pay,  out  of  any  money 
iu  ^^  Treasury  not  o(herwise  appropriated,  the 
ti|)Mi^rfive  h(>«>dred  dollars,  in  equal  proportions, 
{•fft^ithew  G^y  and  John  Woodward,  of  Prince 
\l'|']ijim  coun<y,  iou-Vir^inJa.  and  Samuel  Jenni- 
jiirfaiid  Willri-d  Drury.  of  St.  Mary's  county,  in 
I^^jand,  or  i^'  their  legal  repre«en'atiTes  ;  which 
i<  V*^  '**  theif.  as  an  evidence  of  the  sense  enter- 
tfi^ff  of  iheiK^  valor  and  good  conduct  in  captur- 
irjgkl^at  beivoging  to  the  enemy,  in  Clemeni's 
binlfiti  Potomac  river,  in  Decenaber,  one  thousand 
ejgkt {hundred  ind  fourteen  ;  making  prisoners  of 
tti^^tiew,  cofiAisting  of  a  midshipman  and  lour 
aratrtc^,  with  their  arms;  and  also  as  compensa- 
tiO|'Y<l>r  the  prisoners  so  taken  and  delivered  to 
th^i^ttoper  oflifjer?  of  the  Dotted  Siat«>. 

jg|roved,  i^pril  29, 1816. 

coocerrnng  pre-emption  rigbta  given   in  the 

r(|hase  of  t^nda  to  cerUio  settlers  ia  the  St«ta  of 

liaaa,  aaJ  in  the  Terntoriea  of  MiMoun  and 

Jc  it  enacted,  4*-,    That  any  person,  and  the 
legl^ representatives  of  any  person,  entitled  to  a 

GTTtftnet  IB  Necocning  the  purchaser,  frona  the 
0\^^  States,  of  a  tract  of  land  at  private  sale, 
io  i4^  State  of  Louisiaira,  and  in  the  Territories 
of  pll^^souri  antj  lllinotti,  according  to  the  provi- 
^f  the  acii  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  right 
CJ  j^tT*mplion.;in  the  purchase  ofTand;<,lo  certain 
ttH^'rii  in  the  ^llioois  Territory,"  passed  Febru- 
aryw^f^b,  one  tKousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
te«C^  ind  the  :ifth  section  of  the  "Act  for  the 
fioM«4justmeB4  of  land  titles  in  the  Slate  of  Lou- 
isia||4aQd  Territory  of  Mis.souri,"  passed  April 
twfMi^,  one  ihcfusand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
wb  y^s- settled  tin  a  fraction  of  a  section  or  frac- 
tio«jJ  .quarter-jpecuon,  containing  less  than  one 
hui^<Hl  and  si^ty  acrev,  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  turcbaMPg  ^one  or  more  adjoining  fractional 
qti^er-section^,  or  the  adjoining  quarter  section, 
iocfiltng  iheirjiraprovemeots,  or  trie  fraction  im- 
prp^ii  by  ibenj,  at  their  option;  and  the  provi- 
lioX  (}f  ibe  sai^  recited  acts  are  hereby  made  ap- 
pl!'>fr^^  to  ihei,^.  so  far  as  ihey  are  consistent  with 
the \jf ^visions  ,1  this  act. 

S.-C|  2.  An(i  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
csfi^x  inhere  tWb  or  more  persons,  entitled  to  the 
rijii^cif  pre  enrption,  fehall  be  settled  upon  one 
qu»>ftir  or  fracijiooal  quarter  section  of  land,  each 
p*^.^«W  shall  Ik;  authorized  to  purchase  one  or 
ia*Vir?.' quarter  kt'ciioiis,  or  fractional  quarter  sec- 
tiut>»*iif  the  se^'tion  or  fractional  section  of  land 
Bpu^;»irhicb   they  are  so  settled  ;  and  the  section 


o^f^miooal  sei  lion  upon  which  such  persons  are 
seif^dSbhall  b«?equally  divided  beiwepn  them,  in 
sii:f*|r^anner  aV  the  register  and  receiver,  wiihin 
"Wiii^»  diblrict.the  land  lies,  shall  deternnne  and 
di)ti^,!so  as  ic:secure,  as  far  as  mny  be  practica- 
bltj-.'i)' every  s,;ch  person  their  improvements  re- 
«{,*-^Mely;  and  where  the  improvement  of  such 
P*-^V'*'  s>hall  hi'  upon  two  or  more  quarter  sec- 
u  'C.U  fuch  pel^0Q  shall   be  entitled  to  purchase  | 

^^i       i 

gi       • 
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the  qoarter  .sections  upon  which  his  improvement 
shall  be. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  declaring  the   consent  of  Congreaa  to  acts  of 
the  State   of  South   Carolina,  aothorizing    the  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impoae  and  collect  a  duty 
on  the  tonnage  of  ■vessels  from  foreign  jxirts ;  and  to 
acts  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  authorising  the  impo- 
sitjon    and   collection   of  a  doty   on  the  tonnage  of 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.   Mary's. 
Be  it  enacted,  <f-c.,   That  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress be,  and  is  hereby,  granted   and  declared  to 
the  operation   of  any  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  South   Carolina,  now  in  ex- 
istence, or  which  may  hereafter  be  passed,  so  far 
as  the  same  extends,  or  may  extend,  to  authorize 
the  City   Council  of  Charleston,  to  impose  and 
levy  a'duiy,  not  exceeding  ten  cents  per  ton,  oq 
all  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  arrive  and  be  entered  in  the  port  of  Charles- 
ton, from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  a  fund  for  the  temporary  relief 
and  maintenance   of  sick   or  disabled  seamen  io 
the  marine  hospital  of  the  said  port  of  Charles- 
ton. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  Charleston  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  collect  the  duties  imposed 
or  auihorized  to  be  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to 
pay  the  same  to  such  persons  as  shall  be  author- 
ized to  receive  the  same  by  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
consent  of  d^ngress  be,  and  is  hereby,  granted 
and  declared  to  the  operation  of  any  act  of  ihe 
General  Assembly  of  ihe  State  of  Georgia,  now 
III  existence,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  passed,  so 
far  as  the  same  extends,  or  may  extend,  to  au- 
thorize the  levying  and  collecting  a  tonnage  duty, 
not  exceeding  two  cents  per  ton  upon  coasiing 
vessels,  and  lour  cents  per  ton  upon  vessels  from 
foreign  ports,  arriving  at  and  entering  the  ports 
of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  fees  of 
the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  those 
ports  respectively  :  Provided,  the  said  acts  shall 
not  contain  provisions  inconsistent  with  the  op- 
eration of  any  law  of  the  United  Slates  made  in 
execution  of  existing  treaties. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  five  years, and  from  thence 
to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  there- 
after, and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  survey  of  two  millions  of  acrea 
of  ihc  public  lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quantity  hereto- 
fore auihorized  to  he  surveyed,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  as  military  bounty  lands. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That  so  much  of  the  "  Act 
to  provide  for  designating,  surveying,  and  Grant- 
ing the  military  bounty  lauds,"  approved  thesixih 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  as  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United 
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Stated"  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  lwr>  millions  of 
acres  of  the   lands  of  the   United  States,  in  tb» 
Territory  of  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of  satis- 
fying the  bounties  of  land  promised   to  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed  ;  and 
in  lieu  of  the  said  two  millions  of  acres  of  land, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized    to  cause  to   be  surveyed,  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  fit  for  cultivation, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  which  the  In- 
dian  title   is  exiinguished,  one  million  fire  hun- 
dred thousand  acres,  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and 
five  hundred  thousand  acres,  in  the  Missoari  Ter- 
ritory, north  of  the  river  Missouri ;  the  said  lands 
shall  be  divided  into  lowoships,  and  subdivided 
into  sections  and  quarter  section!",  (each  quarter 
section  to  contain,  as  near  as  po>»ible,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres.)  in    the   manner  prescribed 
by  law  for   surveying  and  subdividing  the  other 
lands  of  the   United  States;  and  the  lands  thus 
surveyed,  with  the  exception  of  the  salt  springs 
and  lead  mines   therein,  and  of  the  quantities  of 
land  adjacent  thereto  as  may  be  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  same  by  the  Pre^ident  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  section  number  sixteen  in  every 
township,  to   be   granted   to   the   inhabitants   ol 
such  township  for  the  use  of  public  schools,  shall, 
according   to  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited 
■ct,  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
bounties   ol    land    promised    to  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  Army  of 
the  United  States,  their  heirs  and  legal  represen- 
tatives,  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act   for  comple- 
ting   the  existing   Military    Establishment,    ap- 
proved the   twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight    hundred   and  eleven,  and  by  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,"  approved    the  eleventh  day  of  Janu- 
mry.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 
Sec  2.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 

[)erson  in  whose  favor  any  warrant  for  military 
and  bounty  is  issued,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  draw  by  lot  one  of  the  quarter  sec- 
tions surveyed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall 
obtain  a  patent  therefor,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
every  re6|>ec(,  as  is  or  shall  be  provided  by  law 
for  paienis  to  issue  lor  other  miliiary  land  boun- 
ties, or  as  is  provided  by  the  act  first  above  reci- 
teil  for  patents  to  issue  lor  such  lauds. 
Approved,  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  supplenaentary  to  the  act  paased  the  thirtieth 
of  March,  one  ihouriand  eight  hundred  and  two,  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  licenses  to  trade  with 
the  Indians  wiiliin  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
United  Slates  shall  not  be  granted  to  any  bui 
citizens  of  the  Uniied  States,  unless  by  the  ex- 
press direction  of  the  President  of  the  Uniied 
States,  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
the  public  interest  m-iy,  in  his  opinion,  require. 

Skc.  ^.  And  be  it  furtker  enacted,  Ttiai  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchaadue.  earned  by  a  for- 


eigner into  the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  not  been  extinguished,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  used  in  the  Indian  trade  ;  and  all  articles 
of  peltry,  of  provisions,  or  of  any  other  kind  pur- 
chased by  foreigners  from  Indians,  or  tribes  of 
Indians,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  forfeited,  one- 
half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the 
remainder  to  the  United  States  :  Proricied,  That 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  are  seized 
prior  to  their  sale  to  an  Indian,  or  Indian  tribe, 
and  the  articles  purchased  are  seized  before  they 
are  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  a 
foreigner  go  into  any  country  which  is  allotted 
or  secured  by  treaty  to  either  of  the  Indian  tribes 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extin- 
guished, without  a  passport  first  had  and  obtained 
from  the  Governor  of  one  of  the  Stales  or  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  adjoining  the  coun- 
try  into  which  he  may  go,  or  the  officer  of  the 
troops  of  the  United  Stales,  commanding  at  ibe 
nearest  post  on  the  frontiers,  or  such  other  person 
as  the  President  of  the  Uniied  Stales  may  from 
time  to  time  authorize  to  grant  the  stme,  he 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  of  not  lest 
than  fifty  or  more  than  one  thousand  dollars;  or 
be  imprisoned  not  less  than  one  month,  or  more 
than  twelve  months,  at  the  discretion  of  tiie 
court. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  trials 
for  offences  against  this  act  shall  be  had  in  th« 
courts  of  the  United  States  of  the  termor)'  in 
wnich  the  person  accused  may  be  arrested,  or  ia 
the  Circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  of  the  dis- 
trict into  which  he  may  he  first  carried,  after  bis 
arrest. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
and  every  person  charged  with  a  violation  of  the 
second  section  of  this  act  shall,  if  arrested,  be  in- 
dicted and  iried  io  one  of  the  courts  aforesaid, 
and  that  the  conviction  of  the  accused  shall  au- 
thorize the  court  to  cause  the  goods  intended  to 
be  sold  to,  and  articles  purchased  from  the  In- 
dians, belonging  to  him,  or  taken  in  his  posses- 
sion, 10  be  sold,  one-half  to  the  Use  of  the  inform- 
er, and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  United  States. 
But  if  goods  intended  to  be  sold,  or  articles  pur- 
chased from  the  Indians  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  should  be  seized,  and  the  owner 
or  person  in  possession  of  ihem  should  make  bis 
escape,  or  from  any  othercause  cannot  be  brought 
to  trial,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  fur  the  United 
SiateN  Attorney  ol  the  Territory  io  which  ihey 
may  be  seized,  or  the  District  Attorney  of  the 
United  Stales,  of  the  district  into  which  they 
may  have  been  first  carried  alter  they  are  seized, 
to  proceed  against  the  said  goods  intended  to  be 
sold  to,  or  articles  purchased  from  the  Indians,  in 
ihe  manner  directed  to  be  observed  in  the  case  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  brought  into  the 
Uuiled  Siaies  in  violation  of  the  revenue  laws. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  etuixted,  Tnai  the 
President  ol  ihe  Uuiied  Slates  be,  and  he  hereby 
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0  the  R.'gisler  of  ll 


i*r>|4'i'^°r>zpd  'o  use  the  military  force  of  the 
U.^jii^d  Stale;,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to 
Qtr*^  into  eSV-ct  this  act.  as  far  as  it  relates  lu 
aeliiHire  of  goj^ds  to  be  sold  to,  or  articles  already 
^HJcjiased  frcwn  the  Indians,  or  lo  the  ariest  of 
^ejlf^ns  char4't>d  with  riolating  its  provisions. 
Jiproved. -April  29,  1816. 

Al^*^^-ct  to  inc'ease  the  salary  of  the  Register  of  the 
"  Treasury. 

'hat  there  be  allowed  and 
^aM^o  trie  K.'gisler  ol  the  Treasury,  for  his  an- 
niifi^-ialary,  f-om  the  first  of  January,  one  thou- 
safc^'^ight  hu|)dred  and  sixteen,  the  sum  of  three 
lb<^^nd  dollars. 
>4jipro?ed, /^pril  30,  1816. 

• *h     .  i     — 

;  -*  I   An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensionera. 

.  ^dit  tiiact^,  (fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be^lid  he  is  thereby,  directed  lo  place  the  follow- 
i})$rir|amed  pek.  ons  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid 
liefiiLners  of  ihe  United  States,  who  shall  be  en- 
taitW  to  and  receive  pensions  according  to  the 
rn^l  and  coRlmencing  at  the  limes  herein  men- 
tio^jpJ,  that  IS  to  say  : 

A^n  Huie.  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
m^Ch,  to  coni|)mence  on  the  twenty  sevenili  of 
D«:iejp3ber,  eij^hteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

^4rtislu.<  De^brow,  at  the  rate  of  ^ix  dollars  per 
rnoffJ.  to  con,imence  on  the  eighteenth  of  Novem- 
ber^<<ighleen  hundred  and  fifteen. 
;  ^^^In  a.  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
ino^fj,  to  comnjence  on  the  tweliih  of  September, 
eigi^>^en  humored  and  fifteen. 
••  l|iilemy  Sheldon,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
j^eeA^onth,  lo-commenre  on   the   ninth   of  June, 


he  rate  of  seventeen 
Qi^nih.  to  commence   on   the  first  of 


yeftji^ontn,  to -commence  on 

«ig|tVen  hundred  and  fifteen 

•     Jj^mphrey  Webster,  at   ih 

■doiJiVs  per   ai^nlh.  to  comm 

iJu>-(?^  eighteet;  hundred  and  fifteen. 

s    A*   Glazity,  at   the   rate  of  four  dollars  per 

xnoQf*h,  to  cooimeoce  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  Jan- 

vaxtleighteetv  hundred  and  sixteen. 

tf),eph  Weitcott,  at  the  rale  of  six  dollars  and 
sij^wtseven  c»^ts  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
«»^of  Januc^iry,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

.  f^Uton  For.,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
inc^tti,  to  con;raence  on  the  sixteenth  of  Septem- 
ber,,Mghteen  (hundred  and  fourteen. 

Lu-ttier  Grejjory,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
ijoi^Ai,  to  co^iimence  on  the  twenty-second  of 
jFetjrftary,  eigljteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 
-  ||(;!nry  Parlc«,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
mqiijh,  to  ccvnraence  on  the  twenty-second  of 
Fetir  jary.  eigPtieen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

,  l-«muel  He^lit,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
Uioti^,  to  corr»mence  on  ihe  twelfth  of  January, 
i^gi|ij"en  hundred  and  sixteen. 

jri^er  Mills'  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
tiJc(jijrt,  to  com^meoce  on  the  fifth  of  January,  eigh- 
tee^^  ♦lundred  and  thirteen. 

'.  i^cihuel  Goodrich,  junior,  at  the  rate  of  four 
rtol!j^^8  per  mc^th.  to  commence  on  the  eighleenth 
of  ili^vember,  >ighieen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

.  V^jlliam  Vineyard,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 


per  month,  to  commence   on   the  second  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Aaron  Stewart,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  conimence  on  the  fourth  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Michael  McDermott,at  the  rate  of  eight  dollart 
per  month,  to  cornmence  on  the  tweniy-fil'ih  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

William  Bowyer,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Samuel  Jacaway,ai  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
monih,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Joseph  S.  Van  Dnesen.  at  the  rate  of  eight  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Jacob  KendeUperyer,  at  ihe  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of 
November,  eighteen  hundred  ami  fourteen. 

Tl)oraa»  Fugate.  ai  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  lo  commence  on  the  thirty-first  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Cornelius  Williams,  ai  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  De- 
cember, eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  B.  Fuller,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Michael  Chapu,  at  the  rate  o(  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  comnifnce  on  the  fifth  of  February, 
e<2hteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Joseph  Henderson,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  lo  commence  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fourteen. 

John  Pidgeon,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

George  Fiizsimmons,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fitteen. 

Jesse  Beach,  al  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Daniel  Stagg,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  Feb- 
ruary, eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Dduiel  Bailey,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  De- 
cember, eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Calvin  Barnes,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  of  Febru- 
ary, eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Noble  Morse,  at  the  rate  o\  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirty  first  of  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

David  McCracken,  junior,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

John  Patterson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tweniy-niuth  of  De- 
cember, eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Thomas  Baldwin,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  inonih,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 
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Zenas  Hastings,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

James  Nowell,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eleven. 

Charles  Hagin.  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  of  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Joseph  Foster,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Levie  Frisbie,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Joseph  Gillett,  at  the  rate  of  seventeen  dollars 
per  mouth,  to  commence  on  the  eighleenth  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Samuel  Truby,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

David  Hawkins,  at  the  rale  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Philip  Ulmer,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  .si.'^teen. 

John  Hamilton,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  day  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Nathaniel  Thompson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  Downs,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

John  Fenton,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Collin.s,  at  the  rale  of  four  doMvrs  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

James  Allen,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
mouth,  to  commence  on  the  third  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

William  Richardson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

James  Devourix,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Nathaniel  Clark,  at  the  rale  of  six  dollars  per 
mouth,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  Haskell,  at  the  rale  of  eight  dollars  per 
raonih.  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

James  Nourse,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  McNulty,  at  the  rale  of  eight  dollars  per 
monih,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Joseph  Kerr,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiiieen. 


James  Guthrie,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  huntlred  and  fif- 
teen. 

Stephen  M.  Conger,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifieeo. 

Socrates  Swift,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Nathan  Lockwood,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Samuel  Gurnee,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Emory  Lowman,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  lo  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  McMillan,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty  third  of  Au- 
gust, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Reuben  Gool&by,  ai  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  April,  one 
lhou<:and  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Rhodes,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Daniel  Ruminer,  at  the  rate,  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Beverly  Williams,  at  ihe  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

James  Shaw,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  Sepiember, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Edmund  Borum.at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-first  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  filteeo. 

Matthew  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars 
per  month,  lo  commence  on  the  eleventh  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

William  Ij.  Syperi,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Samutl  Scott,  at  the  rate  of  eiglit  dollars  per 
month,  lo  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

David  Hubbard,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Hugh  Hays,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

William  Dennie.  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  Bruce,  at  the  rale  of  six  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

George  Sleeker,  at  ihe  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Robert  C  Davis,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
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j(2ath,  to  remmence  on  the  fifteenth  of  Seplem- 
♦"f  one  thnfisand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 
\  Rrackei  l^avison,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
*i  jnth.  to  cjmnience  on   the  seventeenth  of  De- 
fcJbber.  one  thousand  ei»ht  hundred  and  fifteen. 
r  W.  I.  Shi  mate,  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  dollars 
,^*  month, 'J  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh 
ff/uly,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
r  Aleiande-r  M.  Gray,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
pr  month,  n)  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh 


(luly,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 
I'loha  Paite 


erson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
ijhOJib,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  Sep- 
'  her,  one^housand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
aui  Boc'nel,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
th,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Jan- 
1^,  one  lh.)usand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
Daniel  H-nnah,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
tb,  toc(»mmeDceon  the  twenty-eighth  of  Feb- 
i5|i»Ty,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Joshua  MvTcer.  at   the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
inwth,  to  c^ommence  on  the   twenty-seventh  of 
B^tirch,  one.'housand  eight    hundred  and  sixteen, 
i  i^amuel  Sfchoonover,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
jji^'  raonib,'to  commence  on   the   eighteenth  of 
I^iych,  onejthousand  eight  hundred  and  srxteen. 
IJ-Alslon  C :>ok,  at   ttie  rate  of  eight   dollars   per 
iftKiih,  toc»'mmence  on   the  twenty-sixth  of  Oc- 
p&fc?r,  one  tfrousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 
.«Jk}hn  Ch»ttim,  at   the    rate  of  six   dollars  per 
ijl^tli,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  January,  one 
•owsand  eiaht  hundred  and  fifleen. 
/Vbraham   Johnson,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
(|  thirtjr-firee  cents  and  one  third  of  a  cent  per 
a||ri)^ih,  to  co-nmence  on  the  eleventh  of  February, 
<^t)  ihousatT^  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
-jThomas  Oadd,  at   the  rate  of  four   dollars   per 
rfvjhih,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  o(  July,  one 
^^isand  eii>ht  hundred  and  fourteen. 

t^illiam  9'Neal,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
i:iciilh,toco{nmence  the  fifteenth  day  of  February, 
«\Af  thousanjl  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
7»  I'horaas  Kdmondson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
ra^fTJOQib,  \o  commence  the  twenty-seventh  day 
l»llay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifieen. 
)•  Jostah  B.-Pachard,  at  the  rale  of  eight  dollars 
^i  month,  10  commence  on  the  twenty-second 
i|f|1  of  Janufiry,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
^>iieen. 

»:John  Q^  'i'albotts,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
ijrQOth  to  commence  on  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
^gl  ihousaoil  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

I.jlames  Ji 'kson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
jr^nth,  tocxjramenceon  the  twenty-first  of  August, 
fjii  thousanJ  eight  hundred  and  fifieen. 
t;iean  Du  Peron,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
4^(|nih,  to  ..-onjmence  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
pAeraber,  cne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 

i  John  Lamb,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
ttijoth,  to  >jjmmence  on  the  first  of  April,  one 
k^tfusaod  ei^ht  hundred  and  sixteen. 
*;ii5EC.  2.  Mid  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  the 
"  jMons  of  ihe  following  named  persons,  already 
;|ced  on  itie  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
fincreasei\  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  an- 


nexed  to  their  names;  the  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  times  herein  mentioned,  and  to  be 
in  lieu  of  the  pensions  they  at  present  receive, 
that  is  to  say  : 

Nero  Hawley,  at  the  rate  o{  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirtieth  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Nathan  Hawley,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  ihe  ihirneih  of  Oc- 
tober, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

James  Porter,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty  second  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

John  Durell,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  ihe  twenty-ninth  uf  Juoe, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

James  White,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  10  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

David  Scott,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Hugh  Barnes,  at  ihe  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  of  March, one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Edmund  Stevenson,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  :  Pro- 
vided^ That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  allow  any  pensioners  any  other  pen- 
sion than  is  herein  provided,  or  any  higher  rate 
of  pention  than  hat  heretofore  been  allowed  to 
him,  or  to  others  similarly  situated,  for  any  time 
previous  to  the  passage  of  an  act,  entitled,  "An 
act,  to  increase  pensions  of  invalids  id  certain 
cases,  for  the  relief  of  invalids  of  the  militia,  and 
for  the  appointment  of  pension  agents,  in  those 
States,  where  there  are  no  commissjoners  of 
loans." 

Approved,  April  30,  1816. 


An  Act  firing  the  compen«ation  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Keprenenu- 

tivea,  and  making  proviaion  for  the  clerks  empiojed 

in  their  ofTices. 

Be  it  enacted.  <fc..  That  in  lieu  of  the  compen- 
sation heretofore  allowed  by  law  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  they  shall  sev- 
erally receive  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars 
annually,  payable  quarterly,  as  heretofore. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  any  act  heretofore  passed,  providing  any 
compensation,  salary,  or  perquisites,  of  any  nature 
or  kind  whatever,  to  the  said  Secretary  Mod  Clerk, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  etiacied,  That  there 
be  allowed  to  the  principal  and  engrossing  clerks 
of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Hou«e  of  Representa- 
tives, an  addition  of  twenty  per  centum  on  the 
compensations  to  which  they  are  at  present  en- 
tilled  by  law.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  con- 
tinue in  force  for  two  years  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen. 

Approved,  April  30,  1816. 
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An  Act  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Chaplaim  of 

Congrea*. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  Chaplains  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  allowed  and  paid  five  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum,  each, as  a  compensation  for  their 
services,  to  commence  with  the  present  scbsion 
of  Congress,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Approved,  April  30,  1816. 

An  Act  to  esUblwh  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  following  post 
roads  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontinued: 
that  is  to  say, 

From  Portland,  by  Windham,  Raymond.  Bridge- 
ton,  Lovell,  Waterford,  Norway.  Pans,  Buckfield. 
Sumner,  Hartford,  Livermore,  Turner,  Poland, 
New  Gloucester,  and  Hebron  Academy,  to  Paris, 
in  Maine. 

From  WaterfortJ,  by  Norway,  Romford,  and 
Bethel,  in  Maine. 

From  Maryland,  to  Milford,  in  New  York. 

From  Delhi  to  Meredith,  in  New  York. 

From  Onondaga,  by  Tully,  Preble,  and  Homer, 
to  Cortland  court-house,  in  New  York. 

From  Montgomery  court-house,  by  Tatnall 
court-house,  and  Barrineion,io  Darienin  Georgia. 

From  Abington,  by  Russell  court-house,  and 
Mockinson  Gap,  to  Abingdon,  in  Virginia. 

From  Rogersville,  Tennessee,  by  Lee  court- 
hoase,  Virginia,  to  Cumberland  Chip,  tn  Ten- 
nessee. 

From  Huntington,  by  the  north  road,  to  Smith- 
town,  in  New  York. 

From  Buck!<towo,  by  Frankfort,  Hampden, 
Bangor,  and  No.  1,  to  Orrington  ;  also  the  route 
from  Prospect,  by  Mount  Ephraim.  to  Frankfort, 
in  Maine. 

From  Plymouth,  by  New  Hampton,  Meredith, 
Qilmanton,  Northwood,  Nottingham,  and  Dur- 
ham, to  Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire. 

From  Greersburg,  Pennsylvania,  to  New  Lis- 
bon, in  Ohio. 

From  Barfield.«,  by  Port's  Ferry  to  Johnson's 
Perry,  on  Lynch's  Creek,  in  South  Carolina. 

From  Ports'  Ferry  to  Conwayborough,  South 
Carolina. 

From  Carthage  to  Lebanon,  in  Tennessee. 

From  Windsor  to  Williamston,  in  North  Car- 
olina. 

From  Triadelphia  to  Ellicoii's  Mills. 

From  Galway  to  Broadalbin. 

From  Centreville  to  Leesburg. 

From  Taunton  to  Weymouth,  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

From  Canton  to  Goshen,  in  Connecticut. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  be  established  as  post  roads,  viz: 

hi  Maine. — From  Lowell  to  Fryburg. 

From  Portland,  by  Poland,  Hebron,  Norway, 
Paris,  Buckfield.  Sumner,  Hartford,  Livermore, 
Turner,  Minot,  New  Gloucester,  and  Hebron 
Academy,  to  Pans. 

From  Norridgewalk,  by  Siarks  and  Industry, 
to  Farmingion. 


From  Portland,  by  Windham,  Raymond,  Bri  tge- 
town.  Lovell,  Waterford,  Norway,  Paris,  Rum- 
ford,  Bethel,  and  Albany,  to  Waterford. 

From  Machias  to  Hagg's  Point,  in  Lubeck. 

From  Belfast,  by  Mount  Ephraim.  Frankfort. 
Hampden,  and  Bangor,  to  Ediogton. 

From  Augusta,  by  Brown's  Corner  and  Har- 
lem, to  Palermo. 

From  Orringlon  to  Brewer. 

From  Canaan,  by  Palmyra,  Newport,  Crotley- 
town,  and  Carmel,  to  Harnpdeo. 

In  NevB  Hampshire. — From  Plymouth,  by  Camp- 
ton,  Thornton,  Peeling,  and  Lincoln,  to  Frao- 
conia. 

From  Portsmouth,  by  Dover,  Madberry,  Har- 
rington, Bariistead,  Gilmantoo,  Meredith,  and 
New  Hampton,  to  Plymouth. 

In  Vermont. — From  Grand  Isle  to  Alburg. 

From  Hyde  Park,  by  Morrisiown  and  Stuw,te 
Waterbury. 

From  Rutland,  by  Parkerstown,  Pittsfield,  to 
Stockbridge. 

From  Newbury,  on  the  Pas.-^ompBie  turnpike, 
by  Barnet,  St.  Johnsberry,  Lyndeo,  Sheffield,  and 
Barton,  to  Derby. 

From  Colraine.  Massachusetts,  by  Halifax  and 
Whitingham,  to  Wilmington. 

That  the  post  road  from  MonktoB  to  Hinea- 
burg,  pass  through  Siarkesborough. 

In  MaseachiuettB. — From  Northampton,  by 
Williamsburg,  Goshen,  Plainfield,  ami  Savoy,  to 
Adams. 

From  Worcester,  by  Milbury,  Northbridge,and 
Uxbridge,  to  Smiihfield,  in  Rhode  Island. 

From  New  Bedford,  by  Bndgewaier.  to  Bos- 
ton. 

That  the  mail  from  Northampton  to  Worcea* 
ter,  pass  through  Paxion. 

From  the  south  parish  of  Bridgewater,  by  the 
west  and  north  parishes  of  Bridgewater,  Ran- 
dolph, and  Milton,  to  Boiiion. 

In  Connectictit. — From  Middletown  to  Kiling- 
wonh. 

From  Hartford,  through  Canton,  Torringford, 
Torrington,  Goshen,  and  Cornwall,  to  Sharon. 

In  Nevy  York. — From  Es>ex,  by  Wesiport. 
Moriah,  Crown  Point,  Ticonderuga,  Hague,  ana 
Bolton,  to  Fort  George,  in  Caldwell. 

From  Williamsiown,  Oneida  county,  by  Rich- 
land, Ellisburjr,  and  Henderson's,  to  Sacketi's 
Harbor,  in  Jeflerson  county. 

From  Richfield,  by  Plainfield,  Brookfield,  and 
Hamilton,  to  Skaneatelas. 

From  Caiharinetown,  by  Reading,  to  Benton. 

From  Manlius,  by  Pompey  east,  and  Pompey 
west.  Hill,  Tully,  Preble,  and  Homer,  to  Cort- 
landt  court-house. 

From   Whitehall,  (to  intersect  the   post  road 
from    Albany  to  Middiebury,  Vermont,  at  Gran- 
ville, to  Pawleit,)  in  Vermont. 
From  Sullivan,  by  Camillus,  Brutus,  and  Meniz, 
to  Junius. 

From  Auburn,  by  Meniz,  Cato,  and  Wolcott, 
to  Sodus  bay. 

From  Maryland,  by  Otego  and  Milford,  to  Ham- 
burg, post  office  in  Unadilla. 
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(^  ;From  StaraTord,  by  Roseville,  to  Delhi. 
i-^^From  Cjenoa  lo  Auburn. 

li'tj  From  Qjwego,   by  Hannibal   and  Sterling,  to 
-?fjaio.         ' 

♦  •?'Fro(n  V^'^hitesboroujh,  along   the  new  road  to 
i\^^  east  etjd  of  Oneida  lake,  to  Canoden. 

..  sf    From  rVownsTille  to  Cape  Vincent. 
'•iJI.From  Saratoga   Springs,  by  Palmertown  and 
wf^oreau,  i^  Sandy  Hill. 

!'^''  From  Ganaadaigua,  by  Rochester,  and  thence 
.r^ong  the  ridge  road,  to  Lewistown. 

■4  From  Owego,  by  Spencer  court-house,  in  Tio- 
county  Dutcii  and  Johnson's  settlements,  to 
aiharine^uwn. 

From  Geneva,  by  Phelps  and  Lyons,  to  Sodus. 
'From  Wesiport,   by  Elizabeth   and  Keene,  to 

:.*'Krom  ?5j[ewburg,  by  Pleasant  Valley,  to  New 

';«»hz.        i 

•\^From  l^tavia.  by  Middlebury,  to  Warsaw. 

*■  I  From  Ci)t>hen,  by  Minisink  and  Amity,  to  War- 

|>iick. 

k   >From   CJoshen,    by   Philipsburg,    Middletown, 

•  ^ount  Hope,  Deer  Park,  and  Carpenter's  Point, 
ij4  post  offbce  in  Montague,  in  New  Jersey, 
[j  J  From  Ijuniihgton,  by  Dixhill's,  to  Smithtown. 
ii"  F'rum    rjudson,   by  Kinderhook  Landing,  Cas- 
lA^^lon.  aii«{  Schodack  Landing,  lo  Greenbusb. 
te»  From  IJudson  to  Lebanon. 
Ju'lFrom  Stijrg  Harbor  to  Easthampton. 
m;/i   Nt\^  Jersey. —  From   New  I3runswick,  by 
%ijoundbroi)k,   Middlebrook,    Somerviile,    White- 
j^ou>e,  Hani's  Mills,  and  Bloomsbury,  to  Eastoo, 

;•  Pf  nn>y^vania. 

{From  Httstown,  in  the  county  of  Hunterdon, 
y  BloomsiTiury,  Stewarisville,  to  Harmony,  in  the 
;ounly  of  "Sussex. 

7  From  J»:bbtown,  in  the  county  of  Burlington, 
^  Egypt,  ^n  the  county  of  Monmouth. 
^' In  I'em'sylcnnia. — From   Meadville,   by  forks 
V)^  Oil  Cr(^'k,  Warren,   and  outlet  of  Chetaugua 
'^ike  to  Miyville,  in  New  York. 
-.    From  Sf''llfr's  lavern  to  Doylestown. 
!  jj^  From  buii.bury,  by  New  Berlin,  Union  county, 
•  i^tid  Middfeburg,  to  Lewisiown. 
i  'i.  From  l>?wisburg,  by  Loyal-sock  Gap,  to  Wil- 
v'lliimspori. 

*•  •  From  l*<llefont,  by  Birmingham  and  Burgoes 
^(|Jap  lo  ~ 


\ 


El^enshurg 


v*f  From  Qeitysburg,  by  Oxford  and  Berwick,  to 

,  ;•.  iFrora  liedford,  by  Johnstown  to  Indiana. 

'"  '''•i/u  Ohia — From  Waynesville,  by  Bellebook,to 

i^?>|,enia.       * 

7  I  From  I^amilton,  by  Oxford,  to  Bath,  in  Frank- 
J^.liti  countyi,  Indiana  Territory. 

*  J  From  (iallipolis  to  Aurora;  from  West  Union 
.  ftf  H'pley: 

*  cFrom  VJf''est  Union,  by  Hillsborough  and  Wil- 
•  Jtfiinglon,  ;o  Xenia. 

'  'A'  J  ^'*^'"  Steuben ville.  by  Salera,  Millersburg,  and 
'Ijamburg,  to  Canton. 


\ 


From  Salera.  by  Canfieid,  Ausiintown,  War- 
ren, Bracerille.  Sharon,  Nelson,  Hirara,  Mantua, 
and  Aurora,  to  Newberry. 

From  Gallipolis,  by  Sciota  Salt  Works,  toChil- 
licoihe. 

From  Arery,  by  Jessup,  to  Ridgeville,  to  inter- 
sect the  post  route  from  Cleveland  to  Detroit  at 
Rocky  river. 

In  Indiana  Territory. — From  Brookville,  by 
Bath,  to  Salisbury. 

From  Valonia,  by  Brownstown,  to  New  Nat- 
chez, in  Jackson  county. 

From  Vincennes  to  Emmerson's  mills,  in  Knox 
county. 

That  the  post  road  from  Vincenn<»  to  Shaw- 
nestown  pass  through  Harmony,  in  Gibson 
county. 

In  Illinois  Territory. — From  Shawnesiown, 
by  White  court-house  and  Edward  court-house 
to  Vincennes,  in  Indiana  Territory. 

In  Missouri  Territory.— From  St.  Louis,  by 
Poiosi  and  Lawrence  court-house,  to  Arkansas. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Murphey's,  in  St.  Johns 
settlement,  to  Fort  Cooper  or  Howard  court- 
house. 

In  Maryland. —  From  Triadelphia,  by  Damas- 
cus, to  Nt^wmarket. 

From  Hagerstown  to  McCooneIstown,in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

From  Upper  Marlborough  to  McGruder's  tav- 
ern, in  Prince  George's  county. 

In  V'irsinia. — From  Cabin  Point,  by  J.  Ed- 
mund's, Baileysburg.  Urquarhart's  store,  and  C. 
Bower's,  to  South  ^uay. 

From  Wythe  court-house,  by  Tazewell  court- 
house, Kusj>ell  court-house,  Scott  court-house, 
and  Lee  court-house,  to  Cumberland  Gap,  in  Ten- 
nessee. 
From  Brown's  store  to  Dickenson's  store,  Frank- 
lin county. 

From  Winchester,  by  Cedar  creek.  Trout  run, 
and  Lost  river,  to  Moorefields. 

From  Pittsylvania  court-house,  by  B.  Wad- 
kin's  store,  and  Island  Ford,  Smith's  river,  to 
Rockingham  court-house,  in  North  Carolina. 

From  Wythe  court-house  lo  Giles  court- 
house. 

From  New  Canton  to  Columbia. 

From  Aldie  to  Leesburg. 

From  Aldie  to  Battletown. 

In  Kentucky. — From  Washington,  by  Mays- 
ville,  to  Xenia,  in  Ohio. 

From  Columbia  to  Green»burg. 

From  Great  Crossings,  by  Sanders'  mills  and 
New  Fredericksburg,  to  Vevay,  in  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory. 

From  Washington,  by  Newtown,  Marysville, 
and  Cynthiana,  to  Georgetown. 

From  Middletown  to  Brunerstown. 

From  Glasgow,  by  Harlsville,  to  Lebanon,  in 
Tennessee. 

In  North  Carolina. — From  Tarboroagh,  by 
Staunton's  bridge,  Snowhill,  and  Kingston,  to 
Duplin  court-house. 

From  Murfreesborough,  by  Windsor,  to  Ply- 
mouth. 
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From  Charlotte,  by  Harrisburg,  Pine  Hill.  Alex- 
ander's, Landford,  and  Lewisvjile,  to  Ciiesler 
court-house,  in  South  Carolina. 

In  ISouth  Carolina. — From  Chesterfield  court- 
house, by  Lawry's  mills  and  Pickett's  store,  to 
Wadesborough,  in  North  Carolina. 

From  Greenville  couri-hou*e  to  Spartanburg. 

From  Barfield's,  by  Marion  court-house,  or 
Gilesborough.  and  Godfrey's  ferry,  to  Johnson's 
ferry,  on  Lynch's  creek. 

From  Conwayborough,  by  Gallivant's  ferry,  to 
Marion  court-house. 

From  Conwayborough  to  Smithfield,  in  North 
Carolina. 

From  Chester  court-house  to  Louisville. 

In  Georgia. — From  Jefferson  to  Hurricane 
Shoal"-. 

From  Montgomery  court-house,  by  Black- 
more's  and  Hardin's  to  Riceborough. 

In  Tmnegaee — From  N8^hvitlp,  by  Murfrees- 
borough, Sione  Fort,  and  Winchester,  in  Tenne.s- 
see,  Lowry's,  Van's  Old  Place,  and  Blackburn's, 
to  Athens,  in  Georgia. 

From  Lebanon,  by  Williamsburg  and  Hilham, 
to  Monroe. 

From  Sparta,  by  Liberty  and  Lebanon,  to 
Nashville. 

From  Bean's  station,  by  Stiffey's  mill,  to  Iron 
Works  of  Mossy  creek,  thence  to  Danbridge. 

From  Marysville,  by  Morgantown,  to  Tellico 
Wock-house. 

From  Port  Royal  to  John  Hunt's,  in  Robert- 
son's county. 

That  the  post  road  from  Joncsborough  to  Green- 
ville pass  through  Lee>burg  and  Brownshurg. 

In  the  Mississippi  Temtory. — From  Franklin 
court-house  to  LitH-rty,  Amity  court-house. 

Approved,  April  30,  1816. 


An  Act  to  allow  drtwback  of  duties  on  spiriti  distilled 
ind  sugar  rrfined  within  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purpoaeg. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c-,  That  a  drawback  of  six  cents 
for  every  gallon  of  spirits,  not  below  first  proof, 
distilled  within  the  United  Slates,  or  the  Terri- 
tories thereof,  shall  be  allowed  on  all  such  spirits 
as  shall  be  exported  to  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
other  than  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  State 
immediately  adjoining  to  the  United  Slates,  add- 
ing to  the  allowance  upon  every  gallon  of  such 
spirits  so  distilled  from  raolasaes,  four  cents; 
which  allowances  shall  be  made  without  deduc- 
tion :  Provided,  That  the  quaniity  so  exported 
shall  amount  to  one  hundred  and  afiy  gallons  at 
the  least,  to  entitle  an  exporter  thereof  to  draw- 
back,and  ihal  nodrawback  shall  be  allowed  when- 
ever any  of  the  said  spirits  shall  be  exported  oth- 
erwise than  in  vessels  not  less  than  thirty  tons 
burden. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  order 
to  entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  to  ihe  benefit 
of  drawback  allowed  by  this  acton  such  spirits 
so  distilled,  the  vessels  or  casks  containing  the 
same  shall  be  branded  or  otherwise  marked,  in 
durable   characters,   wiih   progressive    numbers, 


with  the  name  of  the  owner,  the  qnantity  thereof, 
to  be  ascertained  by  actual  gauging,  and  the  proof 
thereof.  And  the  exporter  of  such  spirits  shall, 
moreover,  previous  to  putting  or  lading  the  same 
on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel  for  exportation, 
give  six  hours'  notice  at  least  to  the  collector  of 
the  customs  for  the  district  from  which  ihe  same 
are  about  to  be  exported  of  his  or  her  intention 
to  export  the  same  ;  and  shall  make  entry  in  writ- 
ing of  the  particulars  thereof,  and  of  the  casks  or 
vessels  containing  the  same,  and  of  their  respec- 
tive mark",  numbers,  and  contents,  and  of  the 
place  or  places  where  deposited,  and  of  the  port 
or  place  to  which,  and  ship  or  vessel  in  which  they 
or  either  of  them  shall  be  so  intended  to  be  ex- 
ported ;  and  the  form  of  the  .said  entry  shall  be 
as  follows  :  Entry  of  domestic  spirits,  intended  to 
be  exported  by  [here  insert  the  name  or  names.J 
on  board  of  the  [insert  the  denomination  and 
name  of  ihe  vessel,]  whereof  [insert  ihe  name  of 
the  master]  is  master,  for  [insert  the  port  or  place 
to  which  destined.]  for  the  benefit  of  drawback. 


Marks. 


Numbers. 


Casks  and  contents. 


Gauge. 


And  the  said  collector  shall,  in  writing,  direct 
the  surveyor  or  other  inspecting  oflScer  to  inspect, 
or  cause  to  be  inspected,  the  spirits  so  notified  for 
exportation;  and  if  they  shall  be  found  to  corre- 
spond fully  with  the  notice  concerning  the  same, 
and  shall  be  so  certified  by  the  said  surveyor,  or 
other  inspecting  officer,  the  said  collector,  toge- 
ther with  the  naval  officer,  if  any  there  be,  shall 
grant  a  permit  for  lading  the  same,  on  board  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  named  in  such  notice  and  entry 
as  aforesaid;  which  lading  shall  be  performed 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  officer  by  whom 
the  same  shall  have  been  so  inspected;  and  the 
said  exporter  or  exporters  shall  likewise  make 
oalh  that  the  said  spirits,  so  notified  for  exporta- 
tion, and  laden  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  pre- 
vious to  the  clearance  thereof,  or  within  twenty 
days  after  such  clearance,  are  truly  intended  to 
be  exported  to  the  place  whereof  notice  shall  have 
been  given,  and  are  not  intended  to  be  relanded 
within  the  United  States  or  the  Territories  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  all 
distilled  spirits  which  shall  be  exported  to  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  and  which  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  drawback,  in  virtue  of  this  act.  the 
exporter  or  exporters  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  such  dis- 
trict a  debenture  or  debentures,  assignable  by 
delivery  and  endorsement,  for  the  amount  of  the 
drawback  to  which  such  spirits  a  re  en  tit  led,  which 
shall  be  received  in  payment  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties  in  the  collection  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  be  granted  :  Provided,  always, 
That  the  collector  aforesaid  may  refuse  lo  grant 
such  debenture  or  debentures,  in  case  it  shall 
appear  to  him  that  any  error  has  arisen,  or  any 
fraud  has  been  commuted;  and  in  case  of  such 
refusal,  if  the  debenture  or  debentures  claimed 
shall  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  it  shall  be  the 
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'  l^iy  of  ihj"  said  collector  lo  represent  ihe  cuse  to 

•||eCompffoUer  of  ihe  Treasury,  who  shall  deter- 

■■  jJi^ine  wh«^her  8uch  debenture  or  debentures  shall 

^bf  grante"^  or  not.     And  provided  further.  That 

;}^$«  nocast^of  an  exporiaiiuo  of  spirits  entitled  to 

;  ^  tl^iiwback;  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  a  debenture 

\ij  debentures  isitue.  unless  the  exporter  or  exporl- 

7  -  ^4$  shall,  Kefore  the  clearance  of  the  ship  or  vessel 

Vq  which  ithe  spirits  were  laden  for  ex|)ortation, 

I     9^  within  twenty  days  after  such  clearance,  make 

I  ^i^ih  Of  a'l^rmaiion  that  the  said  spiriis  notitied 

V  f^^r  exporfjition  as  aforesaid,  and  laden  on  board 

i  j??*^**  ''^''P  -*'  vessel,  are  truly  intended  to  be  ei- 

;  .  W>rted  to  t'je  place  whereof  notice  shall  have  been 

•  '^|vf ,  8nd::are  not  intended  to  be  relanded  within 

i    ijije  Unite<i (Stales  ;  and  shall  inoreorerojve  bond, 

\    Y,ah  one  ;.r  more  sureties,  to  the  saiitfactioo  of 

1  .13*  collec^>r,  in  a  sura  equal  to  double  the  amount 

.^^*  the  suru  for  which  such  exporter  noay  be  enii- 

1     iifd  to  clajm  a  debenture,  conditioned   that  the 

}  -^d  spirit «,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  re- 

?    Knded   in  Hny  port  or  place  wiihin  the  limits  of 

!    fi^e  United  Stales,  and  tliai  ihe  exporter  or  export- 

»    jfrs  shall  f-roduce,  wiihiu    the  time  limited,  the 

fc?oof  and  certificates  required,  of  the  said  spirits 

i    ^living  been  delivered  without  the  limitsaforesaid. 

£*3Sec.  4.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
';nd  shiU,  be  drawn,  as  near  as  may  be.  in  the 
i^me  foroh.  and  may  be  discharged  in  the  same 
»  |lfanner,  a*  are,  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law  in 
;  tt^jaiion  to  cases  where  drawback  is  allowed  on 
tl|e  exportaiuon  of  merchandise  imported  into  the 


j    ^niltd   Sjates,  and  the  like  penalties  shall  be  in- 

i    \i^"^^i  antf  proceedings  had,  whether  in  regard  to 

fleers  otii^ie  United  Slates  or  other  persons,  and 


if  r 


J  iye  bame  l^es  be  allowed  in  cases  relative  to  draw- 
i  f  ick  on  d<imesiic  distilled  spirits,  as  in  cases  rel- 
i  ^wve  to  drawback  on  foreign  spirits  ;  and  the  form 
»  J  the  sa.'d  bond,  and  ol  the  other  docuriients, 
■  f^ths,  and  Affirmations,  not  herein  inserted,  shall 
<•  P»  prescrkbed  by  the  Treasury  Deparlmenl. 
!;  USec.  5.  Md  be  U  further  enaUed,  That  in  all 
y  tjjjses  in  Which  drawback  shall  be  clainaed  for 
i'  ifiirits  raailie  out  of  molasses,  an  oath  or  affirma- 
»  i^n  shall  Jje  made  by  two  reputable  persons  one 
ji  i-'  whom  j.l^all  not  be  the  exporter,  that,  according 
i  iK^iheir  btbief,  the  said  spirits  were  distilled  from 
jaolasses  c>^'  foreign  production;  which  oath  or 
;f|irmaiio«i,  in  case  the  collecior  of  the  customs 
,;  i]|all  not  Iw  satisfied  therewith,  shall  be  supported 
:.  1^  the  certificate  of  a  reputable  distiller  to  the 
•i  wne  effeci* 

*1  ;1^*^'^'  ^-  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  addi- 
f,  lijjo  to  thejuty  at  present  authorized  to  be  drawn 
;i  ^ck  on  sc^ar  refined  within  the  United  Slates, 
\'  HRd  exported  therefrom,  there  may  hereafter  be 
j.  .fi*awn   back  on  such  refined  sugar,  when  made 


•i 


the 
de- 
e  same 


;,  4^t  ui  sugar  imported  into  the  United  Slates. 
\l  Mriher  sum  of  four  cents  per  pound  without 
■  ji|iction,  wnich  shall  be  allowed  under  the  sa.„_ 
^JfjivKMons'.  with  the  duiy  now  permitted  to  be 
^:  ^ijiWH  bai^k;  and  furthermore,  on  the  express 
>;  ♦(jndition  tliat  the  person  exporting  the  same  shall 
-:  |vrear,  or  pffirm  that  the  :>ame,  according  to  his 
;  fctjiief,  was;  made  out  of  sugar  imported  from  a 
:  foreign  poiti  or  place  ;  which  oath  or  affirmation 


in  case  the  collector  of  the  customs  shall  not  be 
satisfied  therewith,  shall  be  supported  by  the  cer- 
tificate of  a  reputable  refiner  of  su^ar  to  the  sskm 
effect,  and  that  the  drawback  on  refined  sujiar 
heretofore  imported,  be  allowed,  subject  to  the 
regulations  applicable  to  the  drawback  of  duties 
on  other  imported  articles. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
principal  or  assistant  collector  of  the  inieraal  re?> 
enue,  or  collector  of  the  customs,  or  other  officer, 
shall  neglect  to  perform  the  duties  enjoined  upon 
him  by  ihis  act,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  be  applied  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  hire,  purchase,  or  build- 
ing of  custom-houses,  ware  houses,  and  stores,  for 
the  purposesof  collectingand  securingthe  reveoue 
at  such  places,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 
deem  most  expedient.— Approved,  April  30,  1816. 

An  Act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  aod  pixte«n. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated   for  compensation   to  the  commissioner  ap- 
pointed under  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  author- 
ize   the  payment   for   property    lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed   by  the  enemy,  while  in   the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses" and  the  further  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars for  compensation  to  the  clerk,  authorized  by 
the  act  aforesaid  ;  for  the  expense  incurred  by  the 
board  of  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act 
providing  for  the  inderanificaiiooof  certain  claim- 
ants of  public  lands  in  the  Missmippi  Territory, 
seven    hundred   dollars;  and  for  additional  com- 
pensation   to    the    commissioners    afure^aid,  and 
their  secretary,   four  thousand    dollars;  and  for 
expenses  of  engraving,  printing,  and  preparing 
certificates   issued,  and  to  be  issued,  by  the  com- 
missioners, three  thousand  dollars;  for  the  expense 
for  clerks  employed  by  the  Board  of  Navy  Com- 
missioners seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  ad- 
dition to  the  former  appropriation  ;  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions,  an  additional  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  clerk  in   the  secretary's  office  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  employed  by  the  Governor 
of  that  Territory  from  the  first  of  April  to  the 
first  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  two  huhdred   dollars;  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 


any  luouey  in  me  treasury 
priated.— Approved,  April  30,  1816. 


Resolutions  directing  a  copy  of  the  documenU  printed 
by  a  resolve  of  Congreaa,  of  the  27lh  of  Dccjmher, 
1813,  to  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  of  the  two  hundred  copies 
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of  the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  by  a  re- 
solve of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  twenty-seventh  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
take  one  copy  for  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
prenae  Court  of  the  United  Slates,  lo  be  trans- 
mitted to  said  judges,  according  to  the  provision 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 
Approved,  February  6,  1816. 


Reaolulion,  t«   iodennify  the  •uretiea  of  Coramodore 
John  Kodgers. 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  of  an  appeal  taken  by  Com- 
modore John  Rodgers,  from  a  decree  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court  for  the  district  of  Massachu- 
setts, affirming  that  of  the  district  court  for  the 
said  district,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  case  wherein  John  Donnel  of  Bal- 
timore was  libellant,  and  the  said  John  Rodgers 
and  John  Smith  were  respondents,  the  United 
Slates  will  indemnify  and  save  harmless  any 
person  who  may  become  sureties  for  the  said  John 
Rodgers,  in  a  bond  to  respond  the  final  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  said  appeal :  Pro- 
vided, That  this  interposition  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Slates  shall  not  be  considered  as  involving' 
them  in  any  other  engagement  or  responsibility, 
than  to  indemnify  atid  save  harmless  the  said 
sureties  from  eventual  io>s,  on  account  of  such 
suretyship. 

Approved,  February  15.  1816. 


Resolution,  requesting  the  President  to  present  med- 
als to  Captain  i^tewart  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate 
Constitution. 

Resolved.  <f-c.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  pre- 
sent to  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  of  the  frigate 
Constitution,  a  golJ  medal,  with  suitable  em- 
blems and  devices,  and  a  silver  medal,  with  suit- 
able emblems  and  devices,  to  each  commissioned 
ofl5cer  of  the  said  frigate,  in  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry, 
good  conduct,  and  services  of  Captain  Stewart, 
nis  officers  and  crew,  in  the  capture  of  the  Brit- 
ish vessels  of  war,  the  Cyane  and  the  Levant, 
after  a  brave  and  skilful  combat. 
Approved,  February  22,  181G. 


Resolution, requesting  the  President  to  present  medals 
to  Captain  James  Diddle,  and  the  officers  of  the 
•loop-of-war  Hornet. 

Resolved,  «fc..  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  is  hereby,  requested  to  present 
lo  Captain  Jas.  Biddle,  of  thesloop-ofwar  Hornet, 
a  gold  medal,  wiih  suitable  emblems  und  devices, 
and  a  silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and 
devices,  to  each  commissioned  officer  of  the  said 
sloop  of-war,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained by  Congress  of  the  gallantry,  good  con- 
duct and  services  of  Captain  Biddle,  his  officers 


and   crew,  in  capturing  the  British  sloop-of-war 
Penguin,  after  a  brave  and  skilful  conbat. 
Approved,  February  22,  1816. 


Resolution,  for  printing   the  laws  relative  to  nttarali* 

zation. 

Resolved,  J^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  printed 
four  thou«aDd  copies  of  the  laws  now  in  force  on 
the  subject  of  naturalization.  And,  of  the  copies 
which  may  be  so  provided,  two  shall  be  sent  to 
each  marshal  of  a  judicial  district  of  the  United 
States,  two  to  the  clerk  or  prothonoiary  for  each 
court  of  the  United  Stales,  or  of  a  particular 
State,  which  may,  by  law,  admit  persons  lo  be 
naturalized,  and  two  to  each  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms. The  remaining  copies,  after  reserving 
such  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
deem  proper  for  the  u^eof  the  Executive  depart- 
ments, shall  be  placed  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Approved,  April  16,  1816. 


Resolution,  requiring  theSecretaay  of  State  to  compile 
and  print,  once  in  every  two  years,  a  regiiter  of  all 
officers  and  agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  ^c,  That,  once  in  two  years,  a  regis- 
ter, containing  correct  lists  of  all  the  officers  and 
agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the  serviceof 
the  United  States,  made  up  to  the  last  day  of  Sep- 
tember of  each  year  in  which  a  new  Congress  is 
to  assemble,  be  compiled  and  printed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State.  And  to  enable  him  to  form  such  register, 
lie,  for  his  own  department,  and  the  heads  of  the 
other  departments,  respectively,  shall,  in  due  time, 
cause  such  lists  as  aforesaid,  of  all  officers  and 
agents,  in  their  respective  departments,  including 
clerks,  cadets,  and  midshipmen,  to  be  made  and 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  Slate. 
And  the  said  lists,  shall  exhibit  the  amount  of 
compensation,  pay,  and  emoluments  allowed  lo 
each  officer,  agent,  clerk,  cadet,  and  midshipman, 
ttie  Slate  or  county  in  which  he  was  born,  and 
where  employed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
subjoin  to  the  list  of  the  persons  employed  in  his 
department,  the  names,  force,  and  condition  of  all 
the  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  when  and  where  built. 

3.  Resolved,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
said  register  be  primed  ;  and  that  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January  in  each  year,  when  a  new 
Congress  shall  be  assembled,  there  be  delivered  to 
the  President,  the  Vice  President,  each  head  of  a 
department,  each  member  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
one  copy  of  such  register;  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senatt',  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, each,  ten  copies,  for  the  use  of  the  re- 
spective houses;  that  tweniy-five  copies  shall  be 
deposited  in  the  Library  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  to  be  used  like  other 
books  in  that  library,  and  that  the  residue  of  the 
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\  4s|d  copiej  be  disposed  of  in  such  manaer  as  Con- 

*  /^'ss  stialljfrora  tirae  to  time  direct. 

;  ."!  <4.  Hesd^rd,  That,  for  the  information  of  the 
*^t/?sent  Cjfigress,   such   register    as  aforesaid  be 

*  '^jri?pared  a»jd  distributed  as  aforesaid,  on  the  first 
session. 


i'^aw  of  its  I  ext  se; 
':,*  JApprovtrl,  Apr 

ill  : 


il  27,  1816. 


?,4  i(««olutiojt  relative  to  the  more  effectual  collection  of 
•  «  r  the  public  rcTcnue. 

.  *fiesolceci  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
".  f^fY  he.  ar("J  he  hereby  is,  required  and  directed 
I  ^.  ,adopt  su^-h  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
j  r^>:ause,  a-*>oon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
I  <^-jsums  of '/noney,  accruing  or  becoming  payable 
«  C*^he  U(iif>d  Slates,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in 

■  '|«(  'f?3l  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  Trea- 

■  »f  ;y  noies^'or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
,  i^iies  as  bJ  law  provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes 
,  ^|;banks  wI.'Hch  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand 
i  iv^he  said;  legal  currency  of  the  United  Stales, 
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and  that  from  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  dfbts.  or  suras 
of  moaey  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected 
or  received  otherwise  than  lu  the  legal  currency 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  Treasury  note?,  or  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of 
banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demana  in 
the  said  legal  currency  of  ihe  United  States. 
Approved,  April  30,  1816. 


Resolution,  tathoriiing  the  Prc«ident  of  the  United 
Sutes  to  employ  a  skilful  assistant  io  the  corps  of 
engineers. 

Resolved,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authonred  lo  em- 
ploy, in  addition  to  the  corps  of  engineers  as  now 
established,  a  skilful  assistant,  whose  compensa- 
tion shall  be  such  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  the  al- 
lowance to  the  chief  officer  of  that  corps. 

Approved,  April  30,  1816. 
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TO    THE    PIIOCEEDINGS    AND    DEBATES    OF   THE  FIRST   SESSION    OF 
THE    FOURTEENTH    CONGRESS—SENATE. 


Abbott,  William  P.,  and  others,  Mr.  Uoldsbo- 
rough  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  Mr.  Roberts  preiienled  the 
memorial  of  the  American  (^'onvention 
for  promoting  the,  read  sod  referred  lo  a 
•elect  committee    -         -         .         .         . 

the  committee  discharged  from  consideration 
of  the  suhjecl  .  -  .  .         . 

Accommodation  oi  the  two  Houses,  Mr.  Daggett 
•ubmitted  a  joint  resolution  lo  adjourn, 
for  a  specified  lime,  for  the  pur{>ose  of 
allowing  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
Senate  I'hamber  and  Hall       .  .  . 

postponed  to  the  third  nf  January 
AccounUt)iiity  of    Public    Expenditures,  on  mo- 
Uon  ot  Mr.  .Macon,  the  Secretaries  of  the 
several   DepartinenU  were  directed  to  re- 
port, in  the  first  week  of  the  nest  seaaion, 
a  plan  to  insure  the  annual  statement  of 
the   public   accounts,  and  a  more   cerUin 
Accounts  of  Expenditures,  on  the  building  occu- 
pied by  ('ongress,  presented   by  Mr.   La- 
cock       ---.... 
Adjournment  of  the    two    Houses,   a    message 
from  the    House  of  Kopresentatives  that 
they  have   passed  a  resolution  for  the,  on 
the  20th  .April,  instant    .... 

read  the  fir>>t  tunc      -  .  .  .  . 

read  a  second  time    •         .         .         .         . 

further  consideration  postponed 

the  day  changed  to  27ih  April    ... 

again  changed  to  the  1st  day  of  May  - 

finally  altered  to  3d  .\pril   -  -         .         . 

UBual  interchange  of  messages  preparatory 

to 

Aldin,  Horatio,  &,  Co.,  Mr.  Daggett  presented 
the  |>etition  of,  referred   -  -  -  . 

the  committee  discharged  .... 
Algerine  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives distributing  a  sum  of  money 
among  the   captors  of  the   restored,  read 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .  .  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

road  a  third  time,  and  paased  ... 
Allen,  Thomas  I.,  .Mr.  Uruwn  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee 
Alterations  in  the  War  and  Navy  Deparlmenta, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  making,  read 
three  times,  and  passed  ... 

American  Seamen,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  re. 
solution  respecting  the  confinement  of 
American  navigation  to  ... 

Mr.    Sanford  withdrew  hi«  resolution 
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.Anderson,  Rev.  Joseph,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  .         .         - 

I  read  a  second  time,  and   ordered  to  a  third 

I  reading  ...... 

'  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

.Application  of  Moneys,  Ac,  a  report  from   the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the 

same  from  the  Secretary  oi  War 

j  .Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  com- 

j  mittee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

making  further  provision  on  the  subject 

of  the 

resolution  agreed  to,  and 
I  pointed 

i  .Appropriating  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
j  lars,  a  bill   from  the   House  of  Rcpresen- 

1  tatives  for  the  purpose   therein  mention* 

ed, read  ...... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  lost  ... 

Argus,  United  States   brig,  a  bill  to  reward  the 

officers  and  crew  of  the,  read 

read  a  second  time      -  ... 

I  indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Armories,  a  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of 
j  the  Buperintenilenu  of  the,  at  Springfield 

I  and  Harper's  Ferry,  read         ... 

I  read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
'  .Arms  and   .Military  Equipments  for  Militia,  on 
j  motion  of   .Mr.  Dana,  the    Secretary   of 

i  War  was  directed  to    lay  before  the  Sen- 

I  ate  a  statement  of  the  sums  expended  for 

!  the  purchase  or  manufacture  of       - 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  com- 
pliance therewith  ..... 

Arms,  impressed,  6lc.,  .Mr.  Campbell  communi. 
j  cated  the  instructions  of  the  Legislatura 

I  of  Tennessee  to  their  representatives  ia 

I  relation  to       .         -  ... 

j  Army  and  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
j  resentatives  making  appropriations  to  de- 

I  fray  the  expenses  of  the,  during  the    late 

war,  read  twice  and  referred  ... 
.  reported  with   amendments,  and  ordered  to 

I  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  . 
1  Articles  manufactured  within  the  United  States, 
!  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

:  to  re|>eal  the  duties  on  certain,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
'  reported  without  amendment      ... 
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id  a  Ihiril  t 
^ulanu  ^   the   Sergfant-at-Arms  anJ   Door- 
4^        keeper,  a  resolution  fixing  the  pay  of  the, 
y       reaii  Ihrec  times,  and  passed  -         .         - 
rain,  P<?fr,  a  bill  from  the  Housa  of  Repre- 
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#Vi>clM,  Ai''. — continued.  Page.  1 

^:  ■    ordereijto  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -      141  ( 

.  *'  f    read  a  {hird  time,  and  passed      ...     142 

:    li*        keeper. 

:   -4-',  senui'.ivcs  for  the  relief  of,  read 

;  H*^  read  a  »econd  time,  and  referred 

M  .  reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

••'2J'        third?  reading 

.  ^,  "  read  a  ihird  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

.  ji^iihbitt,  Jar^b,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 

■  <i  \        tjon  (|f,  referred 

bill  fo-/  the  relief  of,  and  John  Dennis,  read 


Page. 


\\.,  read  a  recond  time     .         -         .         -         . 

■y*    ordered.Uo  a  third  reading  -  -  .  - 

read  a  (s>ird  time,  and  passed       ... 
timore  a^d   Massachusetts  Bible  Societies,  a 
bill  f^r  reliefer,  read        .         .         .         . 
jt*    read  a  »econd  time     -  -  .  -  . 

■^    ^    ordered«to  a  third  reading  -  -  .         - 

?  t  .  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  . 
f  |rvnk  of  the -.Metropolis,  .Mr.  Campbell  presented 
•  -^  _  the  pr tition  of  the,  referred 
^  ^iiik  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
^  ij  of  Rftprrsentatives  to  incorporate  the,  read 
«  ^l  read  a  ^econd  time,  and  referred 
'    %\   reporteil  without  amendment      ... 

;   ;5^  debate  v*n  the  bill 

"^  amendijpents  proposed         .         .         .         . 

consideration  of  the  amendments    251, 

debate  |^n  the  bill  as  amended     ... 

repcrte^^    to    the    Senate,    and    ordered,  as 

ameivJcd,  to  be  printed    -         -         .         . 

again  considered 


'., 


■■x\ 


.  >Ti 


■^ 


^  ,    read  a  i^ird  time,  and  passed  as  amended    • 

jj^^wk  Notes;  &,c.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resei/tatives,  continuing  in  force  certain 

acta  laying  duties  on,  read       ... 

read  a  j-econd  lime,  and  referred 

f*  :    reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
*;    ordered; to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
^  .   read  a  ^-lird  time,  and  passed      ... 

V'ijfbour,  JaVaes,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 
V    •        his  s^nt  ...... 

.A   speech; of,  on  the  Contention  with  Great 

Briti^n 

remarki  of,  on  postponing  the  bill  relative 
to  mi«itary  !>ervjce8  .... 

speech  *)f,  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Conigiitution  ..... 

8f)«ech  "r>f,  in  reply  to  Mr.  King  ... 
remarki  of.  on  Mr.  Lacock's  resolution 
i   !^.    speech  vf,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill    - 
\  *««|f7>  Wiir^am  T.,  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and 
^    vj        took  this  seat  •         •         ... 

^  ll^^ry,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Roberts 
i    f  ^        presMited  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
}    1\   a  bill  fo.r  relief  of,  read         .         .         .         . 

'  V  5    read  a  second  time 

tp'    ordercdkto  a  third  reading  .... 

v.  _    read  a 'third  time,  and  passed 

j^i|te,  John.rMr.  Talbot  presented  the  petition  of, 

:    ,■;»        refcr-cd 

■,ftite«,  Fred.<erick.  (See  Crawford,  Willtam,  Src.) 
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Bayly,    Mountjoy,  Sergeaiit-at-.Arms,   Sec,    Mr. 
Lacock  submitted   a  resolution   authoriz- 
ing, to  employ  an  assistant.  Sec,  read 
read  a  second  and  thud  time,  and  passed    • 
Bayou  St.  John,  a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  de- 
livery at,  read  ..... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  House  uf  Representatives, 

with  amendments  .... 

which  were  considered  and  concurred  in     - 

Bibb,  W.  W.,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took  bis 

seat        ....... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution   to  amend  the 
Constitution  ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill    • 
Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  .Mr.   Roberts  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the,  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .... 

the  report  concurred  in       .         .         .         . 

of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the 
petition  of  the,  referred  ... 

(See  UaUimore  and  Ma»tachu»ett$  Bi- 
ble Socirtiet.) 

Biddle,  Captain  James,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives.  re<]uesting  the 
President  of  the  United  StaleH  to  present 
medals  to,  and  hi*  officers 

the  resolution  was  read       .... 

read  a  second  time     -  -  .  -  . 

ordered  to  a  third   reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously 
j  Bi!>»ell,  Abel,  and  otherx.  Mr.  Daggett  presented 
the  petUion  of.  referred  .... 
Boilevin,  Nicbokis,  Mr.  Talbot  called  up  the  peti- 
tion oi,  referred       -  -  .  .  . 

an  adverse  report  read  -  -  .  . 

report  concurred  in     - 

the  (ouiinittce  di^'chargod   -  -  -  . 

Bounty  Lands,  .Mr.  Morrow  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion coriccrning       -  .  -  .  . 

the  resolution  agreed  to      ...         . 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  concerning  the  unfitness  of  the 
Michigan  lands  for,  referred     ... 

a  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western 
boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for,  Ac, 
read       -----.. 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Bowen,  Benjamin,  and  other  messengers,  the 
petition  of,  for  increase  of  compensation, 
was  presented,  ond  referred     ... 

the  committee  discharged  .... 
Boyle,  Thomas  H.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
rejientatives  for  relief  oi,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  und  passed      ... 


95  i  Brice's  Selection  of  Commercial  li 
98 
101 
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aws,  on   mo- 


tion  of  .Mr.  King,  the   Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  ordered  to  procure  four  co- 
pics  of  - 
Briggs,  Isaac,  Mr.  Wells  jiresented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ...... 
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Briggs,  Isaac — continued. 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .  .  .         . 

read  a  second  time 

indefinitely  postponed         .         .         .,        . 

Brigham,  Elijah,  a  message  from  the  Houst;  of 

Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of, 

late  a  Representative  from  Massachusetts; 

the  usual  resolution  was  passed 

Brown,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to 

military  services      -  -  .  .  . 

Barneston,  Isaac,  and  others.  Mr.  Goldsborough 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 

the  petition  of,  referred       -          -          .          . 
Burrell,  James  and  others,  .Mr.  Hunter  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 
Busines.s,  on  motion    of  Mr.  Lacock.  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  under  the  42d  rule,  for 
conducting 

•n  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  same  was 
done  under  the  22d  rule 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represents, 
tives  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
what.  It  IS  necessary  to  attend  to,  read     - 

read  a  second  time     -  -  .  .  . 

read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  committee 
appointed        ---... 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
lives  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  mode 
of  transacting  the,  of  Congress,  read  three 
times,  agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed 

report  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  last  re- 
solution, road         -         .         -         .         . 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Butler,  Paul  D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

serAali\es  for  relief  of,  read     -  .  . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

C. 

Caldwell,  John.    (See  Sloo,  Thomat.) 
Camp,  John  G.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Campbell,  George   W.,  of  Tennessee,   appeared 
and  took  his  seat 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  con- 
vention with  Great  Britain     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 

remarks  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill 
Canadian  Volunteers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  granting  bounties  in  land 
and  extra  pay  to  certain,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment       ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pas.ced       ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
supplement.iry  to  the  last,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reportc'l  without  amendment 

read  a  third  time,  and  pissed       ... 

Cannon,  John  and  others,  Mi.  Taylor  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -        . 
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Page. 
Carroll,   Daniel  and   others,   Mr.  Daggett   pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Carter,  Landon.     (See  Nebin^er,  George.) 
Carter,  Alfred  M.,  Mr.  Wells  presented  the  peti- 
tion  of,  referred       -  -         .         .         . 

an  adverse  report  thereon  .... 
petition  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
(See,  as  above,  Sebinger,  George.) 
Caton,  Richard  and   others,    Mr.    RoberU    pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged 
Chace,  Mr.,  remarks  of,   on    the  Compensation 

.,  1^''' 187,  200,  202 

Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  president,  Ac,  of  the,  pray- 
ing an  act  of  incorporation,  referred 
the  committee  discharged   -  -  .  - 

Chaplains,  the   usual  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two,  read  -  .  -  . 
read  a  second  and  third  lime,  and  passed    - 
a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         - 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  message  from  the  President 
of  the   United  Stales  transmitting  copies 
of  a  convention  with  the,  read 
a  hill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
carry  into  eflfect  the  convention  with  the, 
read        ---.... 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Chesapeake  Bay,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy    was  directed   to 
communicate  what  steps  have  been  taken 
to  ascertain  the  most  convenient  harbor  in 
the  waters  of  the     -         .         .         .         . 

report  of  said  officer  in  obedience 
Chesapeake  and   Delaware   Canal,  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize subscription  to  the,  read 
indefinitely  postponed  .... 

Chittenden,  James.     (See  Dishbron,  Henry.) 
Clay,  Henry,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives announcing  the   election   of, 
as  S}>eaker     ...... 

Clerks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, with  a  statement  of  the  suras  paid  to 
the,  in  his  Department  ... 

a  similar  report  and  statement  from  the  Post- 
master Genera!       -  -  -         .         . 
ditto  from  the  War  Department 
Clifford,  Thomas  and  John,  and  others,  a   bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  read     ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
the  third  reading  negatived         ... 
Coast  Surveys,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolution 
on  the  subject  of    - 
resolution  agreed  to  - 
CofTee,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

Coffin,  David  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of 
read  a  first  time         ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
repcrted  with  an  amendment     .         .         - 
ordered  to  s  third  reading  .  .  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
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C  o(es,  Wille-'.  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition 

f       of,  relcrred 

|i   ;<  an  ad vejse  report  read         .         .         .         . 

'■^     \4  report  c  ncurreJ  in,  and  petitioner  had  leave 
s       to  withdraw   liis  j>etition  ... 

5  CfJipnibian    Insurance     Company,    Mr.    Taylor 
\  ♦^  ■       preaekjted  the  petition  of,  referred 
5  .^  :  the  convnillce  discharged  ... 

V  Ci)iQnji««ionfr  of  the    Public    Building*,   a  bill 
T     •?       from    the  House   of   Representatives  for 
i    i  i      the  ajtpointmcnt  of  one,  and  abolishing 
the  o^kcs   of  commissioner  and  superin- 
lendeiit  ...... 

JJ'^^.  read  tw^c,  and  referred     .         -         -         . 

•  t  reporteti  with  amendments         .         .         . 

^    </    ordered  •  o  a  third  rcadmg  ... 

I    *'  ]  read  a  thsrd  time,  and  passed   as  amended 

;t?«"qopensatio>i  to   Members  of  Congress,  a  bill 

i      from  »lihe    House   of  KeprcFentatives    to 

i-    (      change  the  mode  of,  read         ... 

i'  f  read  a  tecond  time,   and  ordered  to  a  third 

;■,]      readirtg  -         -         - 

;^t  J  debate  4n  the  bill 

«>.  tread  a  third  time,  and  pa8!<ed      ... 
C^iWict,  John,  from  New  Jersey,  appeared  and 

*  .^  ■'  took  I'is  seat  ..... 
^Qfrfgress,  a  jjint  resolution  fixing  the  day  of  ad- 

'  1     journfcjent  of,  read  .... 

■     4j(read  a  »,-cond  lime     ..... 

■■;  J  J  indefinii^ly  postjtoned  .... 

^f  J  r      (See  iidjoumment.) 

^yiiStitutionJMr.  Bibb  submitted  an  amendment 

"  «         to  th«},  read    ...... 

j '  '■  .read  a  second  time     - 

f   •' third  reading  negatived       .... 

»:   L  ."Mr.  Wojihington   presented   the  resolution 

*  J  «  of  the.  Legislature  of  Ohio  disapproving 
^  i  *  the  arjiendmenU  of  the,  proposed  by  Mas- 
i    J  '     sachu^ftts  and  Connecticut     - 

*  i  ;Mr.  Carjrpbell  presented  a  similar  resolu- 
>    }  i     tion  ot  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 

-     J  ^Mr.  Mas)^,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  similar 
;  i     re?olu|'t)n  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
»Mr.   Valium,  under  instructions  from  the 
!     Legislfrture  of  .Vlassachusetts,  submitted 

*  ••  \     a  resolution  to  amend  the,  road 

•'  *referred  iD  a  committee  of  five    .         .         - 

^  .*^  "  reported; ivith  amendment*         ... 

.?:  '.    indefinitdy  postponed         .... 

'*  I 'Mr.  Sanlbrd  submitted  a  resolutiofi  to  amend 

'    1  .      the,  riad  ... 

i  :  read  a  »*\;ond  time     .         -         -         .         - 
?'Mr.    Mai'jn  f^ubmitted  a  resolution  of  the 

*  *  .      Legis^ture    of    Virginia,    adopting     the 

*  .•  \  amem'ment  of  the,  proposed  by  North 
4  J  \  Carol^ia,  for  dividing  the  several  States 
^  .  into  election  <listricU  .... 
'Ciflistitution,;  JJ.  8.  frigate,  a  bill  to  reward  the 
4    J        officeri'  and  crew  of  the,  read 

."    *    read  a  8<[.  ond  time 

i  ^  !  ordered  Jo  a  third  reading  .... 
J  jj'read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
•;  I  'a  bill  frcCiJ  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
!   ;>  i     rewar*^^   the    officers  and  crew  of  the,  for 
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the  caxtture  of  the  Levant,  read 
read  a  s^-cond  time,  and  referred 
jreportcd^without  amendment 
J  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
;  read  a  iftud  time,  and  passed 
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Contracts,  report  of  the  Serretary  of  the  Navy, 

with  a  statement  of         -         .         •         -       32 

report  from  the  Postmaster  General    -         -       44 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War       -         .       94 

Convention    with    Great    Britain,   the   Mensage 

transmitting  copies  of  the   proclamation, 

notifying  the  -         -----       29 

a  bill  to  regulate  commerce  according  to  the, 

read       - 36 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed     •       40 
returned    from    the    Hou>^e    of  Representa- 
tives with  an  amendment,  and  referred    -      127 
the  amendment  disagreed  to       .  .  -131 

the    House    of  Representatives    insist,    and 

ask  a  conference    .....     134 
Senate  insist,  and  agree  to  a  conference       -      136 
a  message  from  the   House   of  Representa- 
tives agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  mana- 
gers        149 

report  of  the  Senate  managers  ...  ISO 
read,  and  concurred  in  -  •  .  .  161 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  of 

the  same  tenor,  read         -  -  •         •       43 

read  a  recond  time,  and  referred  •         -44 

reported  without  amendment      -  •  •        45 

Cook,  Alexander,  and  other*.   ,Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred       -         -       30 
Copper   Mines,  on   Lake  Superior,  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize  the  opening  and  working  of  the, 

read 106 

read  a  second  time,  and  the  third  reading 

negatived 138 

Costs,  a  bill  from  the   House  of  Representatives 

to  alter  and  amend  the  law  of,  read  -      102 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -      103 

reported  without  amendment      -  -  •      .     256 

indefinitely  postponed         ....     300 
Courtney,  John  T..  and  Samuel  Harrison,  a  bill 
from   the    House   of  Representatives  au- 
thorizing the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 

to,  read 316 

read  u  second  lime,  and  referred  -         -     319 

reported  without  amendment      ...     3^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading ....     3S0 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         .     352 
Coxe,  Dr.  John  Redman,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 

the  memorial  of.  referred  -  -         -       25 

a   bill    from    the    House  of  Representatives 

for  relief  of,  read 89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •         -       91 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 139 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         •         -141 
the  committee  were  discharged  from  consid- 
eration of  the  memorial  of      -         -         -     194 
Crane,  Israel,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 136 

Crawford,  William,  Frederick   Bates,  and   Wil- 
liam   Garrard,  a  bill    from    the    House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    •         -     311 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     314 

reported  with  amendments  ...     .122 

ordered  to  .1  third  reading  -         -         -     3.50 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -     354 
Crosby,  John,  senior  and  junior,  a  bill  from  the 
House   of   Representatives   for  relief  of, 

read 306 

read  a  second  time,  and   referred  -  -     308 

reportea  without  amendment      -         -         -     318 
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Croaby,  John — continued. 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed       .         .  . 

Cumberland  Road,  report  ot  the  Secj^etary  of  the 

Treasury  on  the     .         -         -         -         - 

Cults,  Thomas,  jr.,  Mr.  Varnum    presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  .  .  .  - 

an  adverse  report  thereon,  read  .         -         - 

the  report  concurred  in  -  -  •  - 
Cyane,  ship.  Mr.  Goldsborough  submitted  a  res- 
olution directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of 
all  the  correspondence  concerning  the 
capture  of  the  .         .  .  -  . 

the  resolution  agreed  to      - 

•  report  from  the  Secretary  in  obedience 
thereto  ..-•--- 

Mr.  G.  submitted  another  resolution  on  the 
subject  of  the  ..... 

which  was  agreed  to - 


Daggett,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation 

bill 186- 

Dana,  Samuel  W..  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  - 

rcmarkd  of.  on   postponing  a  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution  ... 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill    - 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the 

Constitution 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill       .          .          - 
Dawson   and    Morrison,   Mr.    RoberU  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -         - 
Decatur,   Commodore,  Mr.  Tail  communicated 
sundry  documenU   relating  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  squadron  under,  read  - 
Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  hill  providing 
for  ihe  publication  of  the,  read 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
reported  with   amendments          ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .          -          -          - 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed     -         '         * 
Delino,  Ignace,  Mr.   Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

a  favorable  report  read         .  .  .  - 

rejwrt  concurred  in    - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of,  read  ..---- 
read  a  second  lime     -          -          -         •          - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            .         .          - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -          - 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition  and 
papers    .----*" 
Dennis,  John.  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     -          -         -          .         -          - 
(See  Babbitt,  Jacob.) 
DeWolf,  James,  Mr.  Howell  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       '         '         '         I,        ' 
Dick,  Samuel,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  RepresenUti>es  for  the  relief  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -          -          -          - 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      - 
Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  instructions 
from  the   Legislature  of  Tennessee,  rela- 
livc   to  the    expediency  of  delaying   the 
collection  of  the 
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Direct  Tax — continued.  P«fe> 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
reduce  the  »mount  of  the,  and  to  repeal 
certain  acta    ...... 

read  the  fibrst  time 

read  a  'second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  wiih  amend- 
ments   -         -  .         -         -         .         . 
a  bill  from   the    House   of  Representatives 

supplementary  to  the  act  laying  a  - 
read  ihe  first  time      .         -         .         .         • 
read  a  second  tune,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  some 

and  disagreed  toother  amendments 
the  Senate  receded  from   the    amendments 
disagreed  to    - 
Direct  'i'ax  and  Internal   Duties,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  fix    the  com- 
pensation of  the  collectors  of  the,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Diron,  Dominique,    Mr.    Taylor  presented    the 
petition    of,   referred    to  the    Secretary  of 

State 

Disbanded  Soldiers,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  in  certain 
cases,  twice  read    ..... 
the  third  reading  negatived         ... 
Dishbroo,  Henry,  anJ  James  Chittenden  ;  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.   Chace,  the  petition  of,   was 
referred  to  ihe  Military  Committee 
the  said  comiuittee  were  discharged    - 
District   Banks,  a   report  from   the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  condition  of 
the  incorporated      .         .         -         •         - 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read 
j-ead  a  second  time     .         .         -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  ihird  reading  -         -         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  its  passage  negatived 
incorporated    banki    of  the,    Mr.   Campbell 
submitted  a  resolution  direcling  the  Sec- 
retary of  the    Treasury  to  ascertain   and 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  exhibit- 
ing the  condition  of  the,  &.c.  .         -         - 
amended,  and  agreed  to      -         -         -         - 
District  Judge  of  New  York,  (Southern  district,) 
a  bill  from  the   House  of  liepresenUtives 
providing  additional  compensation  for  the     330 


read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      .         -         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         - 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed 
DocumenU,  .Mr.  Froinentin  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of,  printed 

resolution  agreed  to  -  -  -         -         • 

Mr.    Mason  submiited  a  resolution   relative 
to  the  distnbuuon  of,  read       -         -         - 

read  a  second  time,  and   ordtixed  to  a  third 
reading  .  .  -  -         - 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed 
Dolph,  Charles,  a  bdl  from  the  House  of  Repre 
senuiives  for  relief  of  the  widow  and  child 
ren  0),  read    -         -         -         • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
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■  V  ; 

ill 


,  Char(<4t« — continued, 
fported  without  amendment      .        .         . 

^^  1  ordered  xp  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

>'  f  read  a  th^rd  time,  and  passed      - 
-UJHiestic  M^jiufactures.  Mr.  Condict  preiented 

V  :      the  mtimorial  of  a  number  of  widows,  or- 
phans^  and  femalesofiNew  Jersey,  praying 
encoujijigement  of.  referred  to  the  Com- 
)i{     niitteQion  Manufactures  -         .         . 

•iJ^tvback  of  Dutieb.  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
\  ji  >  Kepre),^ntatives  to  allow,  on  spirits  and 
\^[  "finei^  sugar,  twice  read  and  referred  - 
;  ^jjjreportcd  .'without  amendment,  read  a  third 
i  V^      time,  add  passed     -  -  .  .  . 

»Ia(^worth,  /ohn,jr.,   and   others,  Mr,  Wilson 
'   \  j     presera^'d  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
PfffnN  ^-   H.  and   others,  Mr.  Goldsborough 
*  ij    presenj-.ijd  the  petition  of  -         .         . 

<)ij*«    on   8{irite    distilled    within   the    United 
]  V  :     States,;Ac.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
'  1  [   '■"«n'»^'"e8  to   abolish  the  existing,  read 
j  ■*  lead  a  sej'-^nd  tune,  and  referred 
!  '\  j'cported  ^..ith  an  amendment      - 
J  i.j  i)rdered  tf' a  third  reading  - 
4    j  tcad  a  th|td  tjme,  and  passed  as  amended   - 
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Ilait^an,  Jonilhan  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House 
*    5  *    Representatives  for  relief  of,  read     - 


of 


^:  «  jfad  a  second  time,  and  referred 
^    *  imported  without  amendment      - 
'     •  »ead  a  thi^d  time,  and  passed 
^ir«j^ments  c^  Collectors,  &c.,  a  letter  from  the 
f    ,  ;   SecreUjy  of  the  Treasury  with   a  state- 
i    rt  "lenl  t>»  the.  laid  before  the  Senate  - 
Knii|4eer  CorjiH,  Mr.  Harbour  submitted   a  reso- 
»    *i  [if t'on   authorizing    the    President   of  the 
V    *;    Lnitediritates  to  appoint  an   assistant  in 
i     the,  rc^d 

.   ^*ad  a  se(|>nd  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
r  >•  !  reading*  ---... 

i    \{  sad  a  thi  d  time,  and  passed 
1JA%,  ates  of  PTipenses  for  certain  classes  of  Ves- 


h\U 


J  seig,  a   report  from    the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  vith     - 

,  8olom(J,i,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  me- 
morial  .)f,  referred  -         -         .         . 


F. 

Pai**!,  Fordi^ando,  Mr.  Roberts  presented   the 

.|-    ,<  petition  of,  against  the  extension  of  Ful- 

f    f     ton's  pw^nt,  read 

f  Vf'"*;""^'^  ta'\he  committee  on   the  rights  of 

..  f  ,  Fulton    ----... 

:  f!4^-J<-o^ri^  presented  another  petition  from 

-■  *  i  the  same  which  was  referred  to  the  same 

,  V  (  committ^       -         -         .         .         . 

\   ^U^-e  Fu^Jon,  Robert.) 
f*atf}i^g,  Henr>S,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
r-  *;.'Bentativ(w  for  relief  of,  read     -         -         . 
^i   |f*ad  a  sec^:id  time,  and  referred  -         ] 

)     f' ported  wV-hou^  amendment      - 
.     ()*dercd  to  j  third  reading  .... 

w    1j  *^  *  '^'''  lime,  and  passed 
F^fiAiJ  Thomat^t  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
'    »  JrP^Pntati/es  for  relief  of,  read   - 
secoiid  time,  and  referred 
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Farrar,  Thomas  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 
F  arris,  Wilham,  Mr.  Rugples  presented  the  me- 
morial of.  referred 

the  committee  discharged  from  iu  consider* 
ation 

Farrow,   Pharaoh,   and   others,   a   bill   from   the 
House  of  Representatives  concerning,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Field  Officers  of  Militia,  a  bill  concernmg,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Finance,  Ac,  appointment  of  select  committee  of 
J-lood,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     -  .  . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
fioyd,  David,  and  associates,  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  Teriitory  was  pre- 
sented, praying    that,  may    be    authorized 
to  open  and  work  a   salt  spring   in   said 
Territory,  read  and  referred     - 
Forbes,  John  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read   - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  rending  -         -         .         ] 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on     - 

Forfeited  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 
read        -...__  ' 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         '. 

reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   ...  * 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Francis.  John.     (See  Kteler,  Ebenezer.) 
Fromentin   Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  commercial  bill 
speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  -         -         .         .         . 
Frothingham.  John,   and   Arthur   Tappan.    Mr* 
Varnum  presented  the  petition  of.  referred 
to  the  Comauttee  of  Foreign  Affairs 
the  committee  discharged  from  its  consider- 
ation     -         .         .         .         , 

Fulton,  Robert,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
01  the  widow  and  children  of,  read,  and 
relerred  to  a  committee  of  five 

a  letter  from  Mr.  Brockhol.t  Livingston  to 
Mr.  King,  also  referred   -         -         .         . 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren  of,  read  ---... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   -         .         .         .         . 

again  reported,  with  an  amendment  '. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  a.  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted       - 
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O.  P»ge 

Gaillard,  John,  IVesident  pro  tern.,  appeared,  and 

took  the  chair  .----£ 

Gamble,  William,  Mr.  Wilson  prewnted  the  me- 
morial of,  -.vhich  was  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury     -         -         -         - 

report  of  that  officer  thereon       ... 
Garrard,  William,    and   others.,   .Mr.  Fromentin 
presented  the  petition  of,  ret-rred     - 
(See  Crawford.  William,  and  others.) 
Garrett,  William,  Mr.   Williams    presented    the 
petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy      ------- 

report  of  said  officer  referred  to  the  Naval 
Committee      ------ 

an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Geisenger,  David,  Mr.  Tait   presented    the   peti- 
tion of,  referred   to  the  Naval  Committee 
General  Land  Office,  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the-         -         -         -36,90,101,299 

General  Staff,  a  bill  from   the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  orgA^iizing  the,  read   - 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment       .          -          . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
Gilraore,  Robert,  «St  Sonn.  .Mr.  Goldsborough  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  which  was  refer- 
red to  a  commillee            -          .          -          . 
Girard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       .          .         .          -          - 
the  committee  discharged  from  itM  consider- 
ation       

Glendie,  Rev.  John,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 
Goelel,  Sarah,  .Mr.  Tait  presented  the  petition  of, 
referred  to  Naval  Committee  - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Gold   and   Silver  Coins,  foreign,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  regulate  the 
coining  of,  m  the  United  Stales,  read 
read  a  second  imie,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  - 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ... 
Goldsborough,  Robert  H.,  of  Maryland,  appeared 
and  look  bis  seat    -         -         -         -         - 
Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  a  bill  from   the 
House  of  Representatives  lo  continue  in 
force   the  act  imposing  additional  duties 
on  all,  road     .-.--- 
read  a  second  tune,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -         -  - 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Gootsberger,  John  E.,  .Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  .  .  -  . 

an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Gore,   Christopher,  of  .Massachusetts,  appeared 

and  look  his  seat 

Gore,  His  Excellency  William,  Governor  of  the 
britisli  Province  of  Upper  Canada.  (See 
Harvard  Culltge.) 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepresenl- 
aUves,  making  appropriations  for  ihe  sup- 
port of  the,  for  the  year  1816,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments       .  .  - 

ordered  t«  a  third  reading  .  -  -  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
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Government — continued.  Page. 

the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  all 
the  amendments  except  one,  from  which 
the  Senate  receded  -         .         .         . 

Mr.  Lacock  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
trodure  a  bill,  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of,  read         .... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment        .... 

read,  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  - 
Graydon's  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  was  ordered  to  procure, 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  four  copies  of  - 
Great  Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navigation 
Company,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  directing  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion to  the     ...... 

resolution  agreed  to    -         -         -         -         - 

Mr.  .M.  submitted  another  resolution,  direct- 
ing the  SecreUries  of  War  and  Navy  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  subscribing 
to  the,  and  to  report  thereon  at  the  next 
session  ------- 

this  resolution  was  modified,  and  agreed  to 


278 
281 
300 
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306 


H. 

Hall,  Willis,  jun.,  .Mr.  Chace  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  ..... 

committee  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration      ...... 

Hallowell,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  amend  the  act  for  relief  of^ 
read        ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives,  authorizing  payment 

for  the  court-house  of,  read     ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  n  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
Hamilton.   Elizabeth,  a  bill   from  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives  for  relief  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
third  reading  negatived       -  -  -  - 

vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed     ..-.•- 
Haraon,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Harper,  Robert  C,  of  Maryland,  produced  his 

credentials,  &.C. 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 

Orphan  Asylum 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 
remarks  of,  on  a  proposition  to  amend  the 
Constitution 
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•Tper,  Rol'irt  G. — continued. 
.  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lacock'a  reBoIution  on 

^       Um  B^me  subject 

,'  speech  r,f,  on  the  Navigation  bill 
»  speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  King  .         -         - 
'rison,  Mijor  General  W.  H.,  a  resolution  di- 
rectir»j:  a  medal  to  be  struck  and  present- 
i      ed,  with  the  thanks  of  Congress,  to,  read 
V  read  a  »pcond  time     -         -         .         .         . 
'j^  on  mothin  of  .Mr.  Lacock,  Senate  sitting  as 
•v       a  Co^imittee,  the  resolution  was  amend- 
ed, bf  striking  out  the  name  of       -         - 
the  Set.dte  did  not  agree,  and  the  resolution 
t    .  >       was  rrrommitted    -         -         -         -         . 

I^jlft,  Josepl>,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams  present- 
,   "i  I      ed  ihr  memorial  of  .... 

;ir*:'»rd  College,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, remitting  certain  duties  on 
books  imported  for  the  use  of,  and  on  the 
1^ }  carriavc  and  personal  baggage  of  GoTern- 
{^1  or  Cure,  of  Upper  Canada 
L  ,  read,  ai^l  passed  to  a  second  reading  - 
'T  •  read  a  s«;coDd  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

readii^g 

read  a  t^iird  time,  and  passed      ... 
»th,  Nathi^niel  H.     (See  Renner,  Daniel.) 

tidncks,  harman,   Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
I      petition  of,  referred         .... 
j(";  commitC-e  discharged,  and  petition  referred 
W  '      to  the  Finance  Committee       ... 
last  committee  discharged,  and  leave  given 
to  wiUidraw  the  petition 

I]^nry,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  present- 

^^      ed  lh»<  petition  of,  referred       ... 

%^  committee   discharged,  and  leave  given  to 

^\      withdraw  ibc  petition     .... 

•I^  ^«.  Georg>,  a  gratuity  granted  to,  for  uniform 

good  '.onduct  ..... 

tft'ijge,  Georpe.     (See  Barry,  Eduard.) 

tjjt^iar,  Johrf.  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition 

'.jL  \      of.  reijfrred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 

•  .< ;    «rf  • 

I  ^  *  report  oi  that  officer  read    - 

*  Jf  r  referred  10  a  select  committee     . 
;  ^5  a  bill  for; relief  of,  read         ... 
^  ./    read  a  second  time     .... 
f   wi  ordered   to  a  third   reading 
-    4  (  fo^  ^  tiiird  time,  and  passed 

fkb'net,  81o«jp-of-war,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
.  il  Keprc|KeQtativcs,  rewarding  the  officers  and 
I  ^i      crew  <^f  the 

•  J  j  read  a  f?fst  time 
\    4  \  r^"'l  >  second  time,  and  referred 
»    *  ^  reported  without  amendment 
i    >^  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
^    I  ^  read  a  ll^ird  time,  and  passed 

|l{r^*  los^  Mr.  Talbot  presented  a  memorial  of 
t  l>  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  praying  com- 
i  I '  pensa-ion  lor,  referred  .... 
^'H'tchkiss,   Wm.   L.,   and  others,    Mr.   Daggett 

•  I  ■       presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 

'••jip'Mehold  furniture,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  House 
,    *.  I      of  Representatives  to  repeal  the  act  laying 

4',      duties? on,  read 

.    'AA  '**d  a  second  time,  and  referred 

*  5  '  "ported  without  amendment  .  .  - 
..  I  ordered  jo  a  third  reading  ... 
*  •.  read  a  third  tiiue,  and  passed      ... 

! 
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Hubbard,  Nebemiah,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  - 

(Sec  Middktvwn,  Connecticut.) 
Hull,  Jabez,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
stives  for  relief  of,  read   .... 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 

I. 

Illinois  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  further  provision  for 
settling  claims  to  land  in,  resd 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  defining  the  du- 
ties of  the  Judges  of        .         .         .         . 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed,  and 

the  Senate  receded  .... 

Illinois  and  Wabash  Canal.     (See  Etting,  Solo- 

num.) 
Imported  Salt,  a  bill   from   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  continue  in  force  the  act  im- 
posing a  duty  on,  Ac.  read     - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendments     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  to  regulate  the  duties  on, 

read        ---.... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 
Increase   of  Salaries  of  the  officers  of  Govern- 
ment therein  mentioned,  a  bill  providing 
for  the,  read  ..... 

read  a  second  time     -  -  .  .  . 

third  reading  negatived       .... 

Indemnification  of  .Misswsippi  Land  ClaimanU, 

a    bill   further  supplementary  to   the  act 

providing  for  the,  read    .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

reported  engrossed,  and  recommitted 

reported  with  an  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 
Indian   Affairs,  a   report    from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  relation  to  .         .         .         . 

Indian  Donation  of  Lands,  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  L'nited  States,  stating  the 
fact  of  an,  to  General  Jackson  and  others, 
and  recommending  confirmation  - 
(See  Jackson,  Gen.  Andrew.) 
Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of,  praying  authority  to  bold  a  conven- 
tion, form  a  constitution,  Ac,  referred     - 

another  from  the  same,  praying  a  suspen- 
sion of  proscrution  under  the  act  taxing 
manufactures,  referred     .... 
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Indiana  Territory — continued.  Page 

the  committee  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  it 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
enable  the  people  of,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion, Ac,  for  admission  into  the  Union   • 

read,  and  passed  to  a  seiond  reading 

read  a  second  tune,  and  referred 

Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  committee  to  iDquirc  into  and  re- 
port the  actual  number  ut   inhabitants  in 

the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred 
discharged,  and  the  bill  referred  to  another 
committee      ...... 

last  committee  reported  the  bill  with  amend, 
ments,  together  with  a  certified  statement 
of  the  census  ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
Inspectors,  Measurers,  Ac.,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of,  read  ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

reail  a  third  time,  and  paMed 
Internal    Improvement,   report   and    bill   on  the 
subject  of 


Invalid    Pensioners,    a    bill   from    the    Hou 


194 
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276 


278 


282 
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306 
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320 
346 
352 


-      107 
se    of 

ReprescnUtives  concerning,  read     -  .     347 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .         .     352 

reported    with    amendments,    read    a   third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  .     368 

Invalids,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  increase  the  pensions   of,    in    certain 
cases,  Ac,  read       .....     27g 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  .281 

reported  without  amendment  •  .  .  296 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     337 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         •  -     343 

J. 

Jackson,  Major  General  Andrew,  a  bill  confirming 

an  Indian  donation  of  land  to,  read  -     315 

read  a  second  time     .....     323 
indefinitely  postponed         ....     351 
Jail   and  Court-House,  in   Alexandria,  D.  C,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
enable  the  levy  court  of  .\lexandria  coun- 
ty to  lay  a  tax  for  erecting  a,  read   -  -     330 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred           -         .     332 
reported  without  amendment      ...     336 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            -         .         -     357 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     361 
Jarvis,  Sarah,  and  others,  Mr.  Varnum  presented 

the  [)etilion  of,  referred       -  -  -  -        31 

committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred 

to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury     -         -       42 
report  of  that  officer  thereon        ...     137 
Mr.   Varnum    communicated  sundry  docu- 
ments to  be  filed  with  the  petition  of      -     303 
Jefferson,  United  Slates  brig.  (See  Xnu,  RobetL) 
Jewell,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize   the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment,  read         -         -         -       40 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .         .       41 

reported  with  nn  amendment  -  -  -  44 
case  referred  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  46 
report  of  that  otficer  thereon  -  •  -  93 
the  third  reading  negatived         -         -         -       93 


Page. 
Johnson,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  VViUon  present- 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred       -         -         -     206 
Jones,  Captain  Thomas  Ap  Calesby,  Mr.  Brown 

presented  the  f>etition  of,  referred    -  -        39 

committee  discharged,  and   leave   given  to 

withdraw  the  j>etition     -         -         .  .      147 

a  bill  frum  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  oi,  read  .....     305 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred  .  .  308 
reported  without  amendment  ...  319 
ordered  U)  a  third  reading  -  -  .         .     343 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      .  -  -     353 

Jones,  Walter,  and  others,  Mr.  Lacock  presented 

the  petition  of.  referred  ....      117 
Jones,  Robert,  and   others,  of  the   United  Stales 
brig  Jefferson,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred          .          -          -          -      129 
coaimittee   discliarged,  and   leave   given   to 
withdraw  the  petition     ....      147 
Jones,   John,   and   others,   Mr.   Fromentin   pre- 
sented the  memurui  of,  referred      -          -      141 
the  committee  dischsrged  ....     365 
Judge  Advocates  in  the  Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sanford,  ihe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of 127 

Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Daggett  sub- 
mitted a    resolution   in.structiiig   the    Fi- 
nance Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  salaries  of       -     198 
the  resolution  indefinitely  postponed  -         -     234 
(See  Increase  of  Salariet.) 
Jurisprudence,  a  bill  from   the  House   of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  the  judges  of  the 
circuit  court,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  prepare  a  code  of,  for  said  District,  read     338 
read  a  second  lime     -         -         -         -         -     341 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     358 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    as   amended     364 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepresenla- 
lives  to  establish  a  land   district  north  of 

the  district  of 328 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -     330 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  333 
rejwrted  without  amendment  ...  335 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     357 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     362 
Kceler,  Ebenezer,  and  John  Francis,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  discharge, 
from   imprisonment  ...         -     255 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -  S56 
read  a  second  time,  and  Teitrrtii  -  -  275 
reported  without  amendment  ...  319 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     346 

read  a  third  time,  and   passed     ...     .352 
Kemp,  James,  Right  Kiv.  Dishop  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  GoldslK)ruugh  presented  a  memorial 

of,  referred 130 

(See    Baltimore  and  Miusachu»ells   Bible 
Societiu-) 
Kidd,  Robert,  a  biJl  from  the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        ...     255 
reud,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -     256 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -     275 

reported  without  amendment  ...  3^ 
the  third  reading  negatived         •         -         -     336 
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mbcrly,  l^avid,  and   others,  Mr.    Daggett  pre- 
sented the  petition  of- 
fing, Rufu»,  of  New  York,  appeared   and  took 

his  Hi'at 

speech,  of,  on  a  proposition   to  amend   the 
Con»»titution  -         -         -         .         . 

remarl'5«  of,  on  a  re><olution   ofTered   by  Mr. 
Lac<ick  --.... 

■peech  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  • 
remark*  of,  on  the  Navigation  bill 
jjE  ng,  Chartes,  and  others,  Mr.  Horsey  presented 
t  the  petition  of,  referred 

>\  (See  l.ollery  in  Georgetown.) 
*■  Wnsey,  E<fmond,  Mr.  Koberts  presented  the 
;*  -  '  menforial  of,  referred  -  -  .  . 
V  ^fO^^'ll^N  Tennessee,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Wil- 
^  •  I  liaras,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
•'  ^  •  quirf  into  the  expediency  oi  authorizing 
i  _?  I  the  4«Ie  of  a  lot,  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
»    ">  ^         ted  States,  in  ttie  town  of        -  -  - 

•  Jf  «rti,  Andrew,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
»  V  J  sentitives,  authorizing  and  requiring  the 
l*\  SecK^tary  of  Slate  to  issue  letters  patent 
to,  ruad  -•-... 

read  ajiecond  lime,  and  referred 
report^:!  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  whird  time,  and  passed     .         .         . 
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ock,  Mr:,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  postpone 

the  n)nsideration  of  a  resolution  to  amend 

the  f  onstitutioQ     -         -         .         .         . 

speech  .vf,  on  the  proposed  amendment 

remar^;  of,  on  his  own  motion   to  amend 

the  ^'onstitution 

'.  iajnbert,  William,  a  communication  from,  rela- 
••   *  J       live  to  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  read, 
V  ■>,  ^        and  taid  on  the  table       .... 

\  ^^d  Claimf  in  Louisiana,  a  bill  fixing  the  com- 
(  C  I        penKiition   of  the    commissioners,    rierk, 
and  translator,  of  the  board  for,  read 
read  a  jiecond  time     -  -  .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading.  ... 

read  a  rhird  time,  and  passed     ... 

%t^\A  Office-  a  bill  to  establish  a,  for  the  district 

east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  Island  of 

New.  Orleans,  read  .... 

read  a  fecond  time     -  -         .  .  . 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
%■  ■;    read  a  |hird  time,  and  pas^d     - 
Eardrum,  /^bner,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  me- 
J  y        raorul  of,  referred  -  -         .         .  . 

^  t   committee  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
iT'  sider  ition        ...... 

Cajtie,  Uaniifl  C,  and  Patrick  Shields,  associate 
%  \       judgf!]  of  Harrison  county,  Indiana  Ter- 
f        ritorv,  the  memorial  of  referred 
;^size,  John  de,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
*.       tented  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants 
*.  I        of  I.vui8iana  in  behalf  of,  referred  - 
J  i    an  advt  rse  report  thereon  -         -         .         . 
>  ^    the  repcrt  considered,  and  concurred  in 

the  coicimittee  discharged  from   its  further 

consS^leration 

yt,  :    leave  g' ven  to  withdraw   the  papers   in  the 
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ri 
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case- 


Thonr<ii«,  and  others,   Mr.  Bibb  presented 
the  ^titiun  of,  referred  .... 


33 


171 
177 
188 
250 
252 


183 
220 

225 


23 


300 
304 
338 
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23 
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Law  Library,  a  bill  to  establish  a,  at  the  Seat  of 
Government  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme 

Court,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted      ... 
Lawrence,    Lieutenant   Colonel    William,    and 
others,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       -  -  .  .  . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ... 
read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Le  Barron,  Francia,  Mr.  Varnum  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         .... 

Lee,  Roswell.     (See  Armories.) 
Leiper,  Thomas,  and  others,   Mr.  Roberts   pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 
Levins,  James,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ...... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreMntativea  au- 
thorizing payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to, 
read        ---.... 

read  a  second  tinrje,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paused     ... 

Lewis,  Moses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives directing  the  discharge  of,  from  im- 
prisonment   ...  .         . 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 

read  a  second  time,  and   referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         .         . 

Library,  appointment  of  a  joint   committee  on 

the 

a  report  of  said  committee  relating  to  the    - 

a  bill  further  providing  for  the,  read     • 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendineiitb  -         -         .         -         . 

read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         -         . 

Licenses  to  Retailers,  &c.,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  to  reduce  the  duties  on, 

read        ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Light-Houses,  a  bill  to  erect  one  at  the  mouth  of 

the  Mississippi,  read        .... 

read  a  second  tune 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

a  bill  from  the  Hout^e  of  Representatives  for 
building  three,  read         .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted     - 
Liquidation  of  certain  Claims,  a   bill   from   the 
House  of   Representatives   for    the,   dtc, 
read «8 
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Liquidation  of  certain  Claims — continued. 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment     -         -         . 

a  third  reading  negatived   -  -  .  . 

Little    Gull   Island.      (See    Hebutldirtg    Light- 

koutea. ) 
Livingston,  Cornelia,  and  others,  Mr.  King  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  rcferrid 

committee  discharged         .         .         .         . 

Location  of  a   Road,  Mr.   Ruggles   submitted  u 

resolution  concerning  the        .         .         . 

agreed  to  - 
Longden,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Taylor  present- 
ed thu  pi'tition  of,  referred       .         -         . 

another  from  the  same,  referred  as  above    - 

committee  discharged  from  their  further  con- 
sideration        

Longitude  of  the  Cspitol,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  requesting  th»; 
President  of  the  United  Stated  to  cause 
further  observations  to  be  made,  to  ascer- 
tain the,  read  -  -  .  .  . 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 

a  third  reading  negatived  -  .  .  . 

I-ongstreth,  Thomas  M..  and  others,  .Mr.  Robertw 
presented  the  memorial  and  remonstrance 
of,  against  certain  duties,  referred   - 
IxMmis,  Gustavus,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .  .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  pas:ied 
Loomis,  Erastus,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of     .  .  .  . 

read  and  pasted  to  a  second  reading  • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  .  . 

Lost  Certificates  of  Loan,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of, 

hid  on  the  table 

Lost  Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the 
Houf-e  oi  Representatives  providing  for 
cases  of,  <fec.  ..... 

read,  and  passed  to  a  secon)  reading  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .  .  . 

Lots  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  sale  of  certain,  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  read  -  .  .  . 

read  a  second  time     -         .         ■         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

Lottery  in  Georgetown,  D.  C,  a  bill  to  authorize 

a,  read  ---.... 

read  a  second  lime,  third  reading  negatived 
Louisiana,  a  bill  from  the  Hoube  of  Representa- 
tives confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in 
the  western  district  of,  read     -         .         . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Mr.  F>omentin  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  ot,  duapproving  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Georgia  to  the  Consti- 
tution     
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Louisiana — continued.  Page 

Mr,  F.  presented,  also,  a  resolution  of  the 
same,  rejecting  the  amendments  proposed 
by  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  -     365 

Lovewell,  Robert,  Mr.  Chacc  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       -         -         .         . 
committee  discharged  ... 


147 
364 


M. 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  produced  his  credentials,  as  a 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  in  place  of 
Francis  Locke,  resigned  ... 

speech  of,  on  the  Commercial  Convention  - 

on  the  Compensation  bill     -         .         .      i86 

on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion       -----.. 
Malcom,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of     .... 

read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

the  third  reading  negatived 
Manac,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         ,  . 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ... 
Manufactures,  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
on  ---.... 

Marquand,  Joseph,  the  memorial  of,  referred 

committee  discharged         -         .         .         . 
Marine  Hospital,  .Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  City  Council  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  respecting  a,  at  that  place 
referred  ---... 

Maritime  Precincts  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 
concerning  the,  read        .... 

read  a  second  time     -  .  .         .  . 

Martin,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Mason,   Jeremiah,  of  New   Hampshire,  took  his 

seat        -----.. 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Constitution 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lacock's  motion  to  amend 
the  same         ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  . 

speech  ot;  in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour 

Mason,   Armistcad    T.,  appointed  a  Senator   by 

the   Legislature  of  Virginia,  in   place  of 

William  B.  Giles,  resigned,  produced  his 

credentials,  <kc. 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill   . 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana. 
.Maxwell.  John  P.  and  Hugh  M.,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  benefit 
of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and*  referred 

reported  without   amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Message,  the  President's  annual         ... 

one  thousand  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate 

reference  of  the,  to  select  commRtee  - 
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presented  llie  memorial  of,  referred 
.      commjilee  discbargeil  .... 

Ijiddletowii,    Connecticut,    a    petition    praying 
that,  may  be   con»t(luteil  a  port  of  «atry, 
referred  to  a  select  cominiltee 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read     -         -         .         . 
read  a  second  time     -  -  -         -  - 

order^  to  a  third  reading  .         .         - 

re«d  ^ third   time,  and  passed     ... 
returpi^d  from  the  HouAeof  RepresentatiTcs 
witl^  ameDdiuenUi,  and  concurred  m 
"*  ^jkilitary    Atfairs,  appointment   of  a  select  com- 
/  i    .  mm«e  on        -  -        .  - 

*  )l^||lltary    Bounty   Lands,  a  bill  from  the   House 
V  T  1         of    ■ 


P«ge. 

229 
318 


it 
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240 
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338 

20 


[fjpreseniatives  to  authori'M  the  survey 


II 


of  that 

be  sur- 

- 

330 

g 

332 

333 

. 

355 

. 

364 

of  IffO   millions  of  acres,  in    lieu 
quantity  heretofore  authorized  to 
veyqd  in  Michigan 
read,  i^nd   passed   to  a  second  reading 
read  a«econd  time,  and  referred 
,^  w     reporti|d   without  amendment     ' 
'    <  »    read  a^hird  time,  and  passed 
Sl4litary  Cstalilishment,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a 
-'  '        resolution  requesting  the  Presidt:nt  o(  the 
Unifiid   Slates   to  cause  to  be  laid   before 
the  Senate   u  statement  of  the  number  of 
odiccrs  dtc,  composing  the     ... 
resolution  amended  and  agreed  to        -  - 

m  lettec:from  the  tiecrelary  of  War,  with  the 
statement  asked  for  -  -  -  - 

a  bill  |rom   the  House  of  Representatives, 
mak^ig  appropriations  for  support  of  the, 
read.      ....... 

t   '<}   read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
i       '■    reported  with  an  amendment      ... 
Ij    «  J   ordereif  to  a  third  reading  ... 

V'  ^  '.  read  a  third  time,  and  p^issed,  as  amended 
;<  l(|[)(itary  Esublishment  of  1788,  and  other  yeara, 
J  ,  ^  enurnerated  ;  Mr.  Tichenor  presented  a 
Ip  i  I       resoliition  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 

>  i  i       to  re|tort,  without  delay,  a  statement  of  the 
V   "•  •    resolul^m  agreed  to  - 

>  Military  LsFjd  Warrants,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time 
"1.  «  I       lor  locating,  «Stc.,  read     .         .         -         - 

'  read  a  tiecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordereiijto  a  third  reading  .... 
^  I  read  a  raird  time,  and  passed    ... 
^  \  vote  retonsidered,  and  bill  again  passed 
Biitary  Pexre  Establishment,  Mr.  WiUon  sub- 
'  ^'i       "^i('^(^  ^  resolution  relative  to  the  - 
indtary  Ser^^ice, during  the  late  war,  a  bill  from 
u  <       the  Kpuse  of  Representatives  making  fur- 
*  (       ther  provision  for,  read    .... 
■fi-i  read  a  ajcond  time     ..... 
^  ;  reporte(t  without  amendment      ... 
it*  recomruitted  to  the  Military  Committee 
«  I  reporte((  with  aniendmeoUi  ... 

^  <  ordered  ^o  a  third  reading  ... 

.;  t  '■cad  a  rjiird  time,  and  negatived 
A^.3tia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 
yjlhe  President  protein,  communicated  res- 
»i*  olutioeis  of  the  State  of  Ohio  concerning 
^  J  the  or',;anizing,  arming,  and  equipping  the, 
fi  :  referred  to  the  committee  above  named  - 
i'^  a  bill  foe  calling  forth  the,  to  suppress  insur- 
er.'* rectiofis,  &c.,  read  .  .  -  - 
\  i  read  a  arcond  time     ..... 
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Militia — continued.  Paf«. 

annual  statement  of  the,  transmitted  by  the 

President  of  the  United  States         -         •      180 
Mr.  WiUon  submitted  a  resolution   to  refer 
the   same  to  the   above  commilteo  with 
instructions    -.-.-.     206 

resolution  agreed  to 209 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  of  the  invalids  of  the,  read       -         -     278 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •         •     S81 

(See  Invalid  l'en»um$.) 
a  bill  concerning'  the  annual  sum  appropri- 
ated for  armiog,  equipping,  dtc,  the,  read  378 
read  a  third  time  .....  291 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  335 
read  a  third  time,  and  parsed  ...  335 
a   bill   from    the    House  of  Represeotatives 

for  payment  of  the,  in  certain  cases,  read     305 
read  a  second  tune,  and  referred  •  •     308 

reported  without  amendment       ...     344 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     368 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     361 
Miller,    Hunting,  and    others,  ,\(r.   Sanfurd  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(,  referred  -         .     125 
Milnor,  James.     ^See  Abolition  vf  Slavery.) 
Miner,    Manasseh,   a   bill    from    the    House   of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read     -  305 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  •     3o9 

reported  with  un  amendment      -  •  -     313 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     345 
read  a  third    time,  and    pasiied    as  amended     353 
Mint,  a  message  transmitting  the  annual  report 

of  the 35 

Mississippi  Territory,  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature  of,  praying  further  time  to  com - 
pieto  payments,  Jcc,  referred  •         -        19 

committee  discharged  ....     355 

Mr.  Brown    presented   the  memorial  of  the 
sam*!,  praying  to  be  allowed  an  addiUonal 
judge,  relerred         .....       27 
a  bill  from  the  HouHe  of  Representatives  for 

the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of  land  in     255 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  •     85^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         .     275 

reported  without  amendment      ...     297 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     339 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     342 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Ref»re»entative9  to 
enable   the   people  of,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion, &c.,  for  admission  into  the  Union, 

read J67 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •     274 

Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing said   committee  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port the  actual  number  of  inhabitants  in     276 
amended  and  agreed  lo       -  -  .  .     280 

the  bill  mentioned   above  reported  without 

amendment    ..•-..     J25 
indefinitely  postponed         ....     353 
Musouri  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  iiouse  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  alter  certain  parts  of  the 
act  for  the  government  of,  read        •         •     311 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         •     314 

reported  without  amendment      ...     328 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     355 
read  a  third  time,  and  puNied      ...     363 
Mitchell,  Richard,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         >         >       99 
a  bill  lor  relief  of,  read        -         •  -         -125 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         .127 
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Mitchell,  Richard — continued.  Pag*, 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  163 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -          -         -  165 
Mony,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  i)resented 

the  memorial  of,  referred         -         -         -  95 
Moore,  Ciabriel,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  of   Mississippi    Territory,   a 

memorial  of,  read  .         .         -         -         •  92 
Morrisett,   William,  a    bill  from    the    House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read       -  35 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred          .         -  36 

reported  with  an  amendment      -         -         -  124 

ordered  to  a  third  reading            ...  128 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  132 
Morgan,  Zacquill,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for   the   relief  of  the  widow 

and  minor  children  of,  read    .         .         -  305 

read  a  second  time,  and  relerred          -         -  309 

reported  without  amendment      ...  313 

indefinitely  postponed         ....  364 

Morrow,  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio,  took  his  seat  -         -  18 
Mowry,  Jabez,  and  others,  a  resolution  from  the 
HouKe  of  Representatives  to  indemnify, 

lead 320 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         •  323 

reported  with  amendments          ...  325 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  354 

read   a  third   tune,  and  passed  as  amended  363 
Murray,  Thomas,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 

morisl  of,  referred             ....  29 
committee  discharged          ....  330 
McClellan.  Matthew  W.,  Mr.  Williams  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       -         .         -  93 
committee  discharged           ....  364 
McConnell.   Matthew,  and  others,  Mr.   Roberts 

presented  the  memorial  of,  referred           -  193 
Mi^Kiuny,  John,  and    others,   Mr.    Roberts  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read      -         -         -  30 
Mc.MulUn,   Johi.,  and    others,  Mr.   Roberts  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred          -          -  34 

N. 

Nandi,  Xaverio,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  attorney  of,  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ...  -  -  -        18 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -         -         -       93 

reod  a  second  time 95 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -       98 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     101 
National  Seminary  of  Learning,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  (.'olumbia,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on  a 21 

Naturalization,  a  bill  relating  to  evidence  in  case* 

of.  read 27 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -       29 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         -       33 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -        36 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -       41 
returned  from  ihe  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .....     207 

read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         -         -     209 

Mr.    Wilson   submitted   a   resolution   for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  revising  the  several  acts  in  relation  to        36 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -       40 
Mr.  Dan»  reported  a  resolution  to  print  the 

law*  relating  to,  read      ....     275 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......     303 

read  a  third  time,  and  paued     •         -         -     306 


Page. 

Naval  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on    20 

Naval  Officers,  a  bill  authorizing  the  appoint- 

ment  of  certain,  read      -         -         •  -       41 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......       43 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -       44 

Navigation,  a   bill  to  establish  a  system  of,  read     172 

read  a  second  time     -  -  -         -         .      188 

debate  on  the  bill 283 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     297 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     299 
Navy,  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the     -         -       21 
that  concerning  the  increase  of  the,  referred 

to  the  Naval  Committee  -  -  -        30 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the  support  of  the,  read  ...     275 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred    -         -         -     281 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         .     296 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -         -         -     341 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •         •         -341 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the  gradual  increase  of  the,  read      -         -     320 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred    -         -         -     323 
reported  with  an  amendment      ...     325 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     354 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    •     363 
Navy   Pension   Fund,  annual  statement  of  the 

commissioners  of  the        ....      127 

a  bill  in  relation  to  the,  read        ...     164 
rend  a  second  time      -         -         -         -         -      167 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         -      171 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...     178 
Navy  Penuioncrs,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives placing  certain  persons  on  the 
list  of,  read     -         -         -         -         -         - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .  .  - 

Nebinger,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  -         -         - 
read  a  second  time      .         .  -  -         - 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  bill   re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
referred  to  tnother  committee     ... 
reported  with  an  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third^ime,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
New  Building,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Horsey,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire   into    the 
state  of  the,  on  Capitol   Hill,   offered   for 
the  accommodation  of  ('ongress 
report  of  said  committee,  and    a  bill   to  au- 
thorize  the  President  to  lease    the    said 
building,  &c.,  read  .... 

a  bill   from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the   same   effect,   read    three   times,   and 
passed    ------- 

on    motion   of   Mr.    Daggett,    a    resolution 
passed  to  meet  in  the      .... 

Newell,  Joseph  8.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  parsed      ... 
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Senate  Proceedings  and  Debata. 


.^.jw  Orleajis,  Mr.  Fromenlin  preuenteJ  the  pe- 
%i        tiliofci  oJ  the  Mayor,  <Str.,  of     - 
^  j    Navigation  Company,  Mr.  Froinentin   also 
B;        pres'flted  the  memorial  of  the,  referred     - 
\  I    a  bill  confirming  to  the,  the  use  of  a  lot  in 

Ji  I        said  iity.  read 

ji    read  a  »econd  time 

n  5    orderecj  to  a  third  reading   -  -  .  . 

y.  <    read  a.ihird  tmie,  and  passed      -         -         . 
»^tWBpaperB,  the  usual  order  passed  for  the  sup- 

h\      ply  "f 


^5 


>jw  York,  Mr.  Kmg   presented   a   memorial  of 


the  rtity  of,  referred 
a  bill  concerning  advances  made  by  the  city 

of,  riiad 

<^  •    read  a  second  tunc      -  -  .  .  . 

i   referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
'%  !  "port  <jf  said  officer  thrreon 
^  J  referreil  to   the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
\  4        fairs;      --....  ^ 

^  •   a  bill  oincerning  certain  United  States  courto 
j  \       in  tht-  State  of,  read         .... 

4     read  a  ..econd  time,  and  ordered  to   a   third 

4  •       reading       •    - 

y  j   read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

^i  Mr.  King  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
May*r,  Ac,  of  the  city  of  respecting  the 
duty  i)n  coal,  read 

[arthwe!<t  (tf  Ohio,  Mr.  Barbour  communicated 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 

i»       prop«>4ng  to  cede  to  the  United  States  her 
{       territfcry 
3«rse,  Josrph.  the  memorial  of,  referred  - 
Ji  j       (See  Hegiiter  of  the  Treasury.) 
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Iflyng,  Patrick,  Abigail,  and   Edward, 


„      . .    bill 

Irom  jhe  House  ol  Representatives  for  the 
relief  t^f,  read 


f  read  a  second  tune,  and  referred 


?! 

'»  r  reporteti  without  amendment 

5,      read  a  t^ird  time,  and  passed       - 

t^io,  a  bill   to    authorize   the  Legislature  of,    to 

A  '       »«11  a:  certain  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the 

)  j       use  o*  said  Slate,  read     -         -         .         . 

'l  \  read  a  ciicond  time 

-4  J  ordered-lo  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
'   *  t  read  a  I.hird  time,  and  passed 
alJi'eaie,  William,  and  Kobert  Taylor,  Mr.  Tur- 

A  '       ner  p;esented  the  petition  of,  referred 
OSfJ|iei],  Bcrirard,  Mr.  Coldsborougli  presented  the 

J  J      petitmn  of,  referred  .... 

!  committfe  discharged  .... 

(JJ^^nance  aiifl  Urdnance  Stores,  a  bill   from  the 

J  I       Hou«.j  of  Representatives  making  appro- 
>       pnatiwns  for   - 

1  j  read,  ai>*^  passed  to  a  second  reading  . 

J  ;  read  a  tjcond  time,  and  referred 

,•  '  reported  with  amendments  ... 

-,  \  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

•^  .  read  a  third  tune,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

U/han  Asyljm  of  Washington,  Mr.  RoberU  pre- 

'S  J      senled  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the, 

<  J       referred  to  a  select  committee  -         '. 

\\a.  bill  to  jncorporale  the,  read      - 

i  ,  read  a  84^cond  time     ..... 

i  1  ordered  «o  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
(^,  John,  attorney  of  William  Otis,  Mr.  Var- 

I  ^      Hum  i^resenled  the  petition  of,  referred     - 
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Owners  of  Goods  entered  at  Hampden,  District 
of  Maine,  a  bill  from  the  House  cf  Repre- 
senUtives  for  relief  of,  read      . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

P. 

Palmer,  Asher.  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Parke,  Solomon,   and  others,    Mr.   Lacock   pre- 
sented the  petition  of      -         .         .         . 
Patent  Office,  a  Message   from   the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  recommending  the  e*. 
tablisbment  of  a,  read     -         - 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -         .         . 
committee  discharged  .... 

Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Daggett  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 
committee  discharged  -  -  .  . 

Patterson,  Wilham  and  Robert,  Mr.  Harper  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
committee  discharged  .... 

Pay  of  Senators  and  Representatives,  Mr.  Dana 
submitted  a  resolution  concerning  the 
indefinitely  postponed  -  .  .  . 
Penitentiary,  Mr.  Barlwur  presented  a  memorial 
oi  the  Levy  Court  of  Washington  county, 
D.  C,  praying  the  establishment  of  a,  re 
ferred     --.... 

Pennsylvania,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  a  com- 
mittee was  ap|)ointed  to  inquire  into  the 
cxpedienty  of  dividing  the  State  of,  into 
two  districts,  dec   -  -  .  .  . 

a  bill  to  that  etfect  reported,  and  read  - 

read  a  second  time 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
committee  discharged         -         .         .         , 
Pension  Agents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
senutives  for  the  appointment  of,  in  those 
Slates  where  there  is  no  Commissioner  of 
Loans,  read  ---... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Pensions,  on  motion  of  Mr.  .Morrow,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  what  provi- 
sion  is  necessary  to  be  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of,  in  Stales  having  no  Commission- 
icr  of  Loans  -.-... 
(See  article  immediately  preceding.) 

Pierson,  Lieut.  Col.  John  L.,  Mr.  RoberU  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereoa  concurred  in 

Pitkin's  Statistical  View  of  the  Commerce  of 
the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  ordered 
to  procure,  for  (he  use  of  said  body,  four 
copies  of        .         .         -      "   . 

Porter,  Captain  David,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
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SentUe  Proeeedingt  and  Debates. 


Page. 
Postage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to   repeal  the  additional  duties  on, 

read 94 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -       96 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     joj 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa$<sed       -  -  -      102 

Post  Office  Kstablishment,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  regulate  the,  read        ....     m 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .         .     177 

reported  wiih  amendments  ...     212 

recommitted        ---...     ^34 
reported  with  further  amendments,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ...     249 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ai>  amended    •     253 
a  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, informing  them  that  an  omis- 
sion   had    been    made  in   engrossing   the 
amendments,   and  requesting   the  bill  to 
be  returned,  which  was  done  -         -     254 
the  omission  supplied,  and  bill  sent  back  to 

the  House  of  Representatives  -         -     257 

the  House  of  Representatives   agreed,  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in  -     279 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  establish  certain,  read        -  .     323 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred           -  .     325 
reported  with  amendments           -          .         .     332 
ordered  to  a  third   reading           ...     355 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -     .353 
the  House  of  Rtprescntatives  concurs,  ex. 

cept  in  third  amendment         -         .         .     355 
the  Senate  receded     -  -  .  .         .     353 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 

atives  concerning,  read   -         -^        .         .     333 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred           .          .     340 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         .     343 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     35^ 
read  a  third  time,  ami  passed       -          -          -     361 
Private   Banking  Institutions,  Mr.   Horsey  sub- 
Diitted  a  resolution  for  a  committee,  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting, 
by  law,  all,  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia   148 

modified,  and  agreed  to      -  -  -  .      162 

Property  lost.  6lc.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 

resentatives,  to  authorize  payment  for,  read       32 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred     ...        34 
reported  with  amendments  -         .  -       95 

amendments  read,  and  recommitted     .         .      103 
reported,  with  other  amendments         -         .     124 
discussed,  and  further  amended  .         .     205 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     207 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -     210 
the  House  of   Representatives  agreed   with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in     -     257 
Public  Documents,  a  bill  authorizing  a  tubscrip. 

tion  to  a  second  edition  of,  read       •         .      125 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  ---...      127 

read  a  third  time,  r.nd  passed       -  -  -132 

Public  Land«,  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain, read        ......        44 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered   to  a  third 

reading  ......        44 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         .       45 
reported  with  an  amendment      -         -         -       89 
amendment  ag;reed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 91 


Page. 
92 


135 


147 
364 


Public  Lands — continued. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  certain  privileges  to  settlers  on 
(See  Settlers  on   Lands  of  the  United 
Stales.) 
Putnam,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Chase  presented  the  pe. 

tition  of,  referred 

committee  discharged  .... 

Q. 

Quorum,  interchange  ot  messages  on  the  subject 

of* 10,12 


Radclifr,  William,  and  others,  .Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         .         .     180 
committee  discharged     ....     328 
Rebuilding  of  Light-Houses,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  making  appro- 
priations for,  read 325 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         .     327 

reported  without  amendment  ...  330 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  356 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  -     362 

Reed,  Rufus  S..  and  Daniel  Dobbin,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Hepresenta lives  for  relief  of, 

read 305 

read  a  second  lime,  aud  referred  .         -     308 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         .318 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     34g 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         .         .     353 
Refugees    from   Canada,   Ac,    a    bill    from    the 
House  of  Representatives,  providing  for 
the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  Ohio,  formerly 

set  apart  for,  read 320 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     323 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         .     335 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     357 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     362 
Register  of  the  Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
Mr.    Barbour    submitted    a    resolution   to 
supply  each  member  of  the  Senate  with  a 
copy  of  the     -  -  .         .         .  .21 

amended,  and  agreed  to     -         -         .         -       22 
Register  of  Officers.  Civil  and  .Military,  a  reso. 
lution  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  cause 
to  be  compiled  and  pnnted  once  in  every 

two  years  a,  read 306 

read  a  second  time 310 

referred  to  a  select  committee  .  .  ^  323 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  332 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  346 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  ,364 
Register  of  the  'JVeasury,  a  bill  to  increase  the 

salary  of  the,  ic,  read  ....  322 
read  a  second  time  .....  328 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  356 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  -  .     362 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in     -     368 
Reilly,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       •  -         .        31 
Removal  of  Judges,  a  resolution  to  amend  the 
Constitution  so  as  to  permit  the,  read  a 
lirst  and  second  time      ....      173 
indefinitely  postponed         ....     298 
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Senate  Proceedingg  and  DtbaUa. 


ITsdner,  Dar)iel,  and  Nathaniel  Heath,  Mr.  Rub- 
;"  I       erts  |;<e»ented  the  petition  of.  referred 
•R  I  an  advetse  rept)rt  thereon,  read  - 
J.  i   considered,  and  concurred  fn 
^ei)ainng  C4>rtain    Koads,  a  bill  from  the 
»        ot   Rttpret-entalises  for,  read     - 


H 


ouse 


'  read  a  »^rcond_  time,  and  referred 


{»  rcp«irleil  wrtfiout  anieodineut      .  -  - 

•  ordered  Id  a  third  reading  •  •  .  . 

V'  >  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  ... 
!ljetenue,  a  reBoJuiion  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
"%  s  sentailives  for  the  more  efTecluai  collection 
'  ■■  of  thtj  read  twice  •  -  -  .  . 
)  '  amendtti,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  f 
tjeifenue  Cmier  Surveyor,  a  bill  from  the  H^uf^ 
4^  I       of  R^)iresentalives  allowing  pay  to  cer(aft) 


J'  I 


^  perRoua  made  pnaoners  with  the,  read     - 

y  I  read  a  Second  time,  and  referred 
v\  ordereif  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  . 

-.  1  read  a  (hird  time,  and  pa8St»]  ... 
(Jjht  of  Ap|.eal,  a  bill  to  limit  the,  from  the  Cir- 
*■  J  cult  ^ourt  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
{||  a  miiumum  amount,  read  ... 
J4  !  read  a  K.^cond  tune  ..... 
r^  J  ordered  lo  a  third  reading  .... 
J;  ^  referredrto  a  select  committee  ... 
?>;  reporteil  with  amendment  -  .  .  . 

,  fi  i  ordered  io  a  third  reading  .... 
'^^  read  a  ifiird  time,  and  pasard  ... 
Ij>)4d8  and  (^dnals,  appointment  of  a  aeicct  com- 

i  \       miltei-  on 

!  J  on  motjon  of  Mr.  Horsey,  certain  papers 
\  I  relatfrjg  to,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  - 
ji  a  bill  r^iaking  appropriaticns  for  the  con- 
|i*  struction  of  ctrtain,  read 
i^T  read  ast  cond  time,  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
1^1  read  a  Uiird  time,  and  indefinitely  p<J8tpoiied 
>r>yd  from  Washington,  Pennsylvinia,  to  San- 
y\  duaky  Bay  ;  the  Committee  on  Roada  and 
u  Cana!fe.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  were 
'  j       instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

iif  f       of  making  a 

5«|j  confimittjee  discharged  .  .         .  . 

1^^  •  a  bill  to  alter  the,  therein  described,  read    - 

•  •V  .  read  a  lifcond  time  -  •  .  .  . 
<  *j  i  ordered  io  a  third  reading  .... 
I  »  *  read  a  ijiird  time,  and  pasw^J  ... 
1 .-«  I  a  bill  frf^m  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
\\  I  aarYejing  and  making  a,  m  the  Territory 
'    \*       of  Illinois,  read        ..... 

■  >  •  read  a  .-fcond  tune,  and  referred 

*  M  i^cported  without  amendment  >  .  . 
.  \'t  ordered  lo  a  third  reading  .... 

•  }  read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      ... 

-R*»^erts,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Commercial  Con- 

1  ventir.n 

■  I  I  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
:  ^'4  Orplun  .Asylum  ..... 
:   «  »  speech  i*.f,  on  the  Compensation  bill    - 

fru,  GeJ-rge,  and  others  ;  Mr.   Roberts  pre- 
senleiJ  the  memorial  of,  referred 
i|i  comniitic-e  discharged         .... 
|n'',€rt8on,  Catharine,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
•  I         memArial  of,   referred      .... 
f  '  adverse Veport  thereon        .... 
Rogers,  Coi|iinodore  John,  a  bill  from  the  House 
;f  ;       of  Recjresentatives  to  indemnify  the  sure- 
ties c),  read  twice,  third  reading  ordered  • 
read  a  ^ird  time,  and  passed     ... 


I 


Page. 

Roger,  Privateer,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
93  resentatives  concerning  the  owners,  otii 

133  cers,  and  crew,  of  the     - 

137  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 

read  n  second  time,  and  referred 
338  reported  with  amendments 

340  ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 

344  read  si  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

358     Rogers,  John,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the   House 
361  of  Reprehentatives,  authorizing  payment 

of  a  tarn  of  money  to,  read     -  .  . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       |  • 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      .  .  . 

Rogers,  Jonathan,  jr..  a  l>ill  from  the   House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
reported  without  amendment      .  .  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .         .  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •  .  . 

Rondi,  Denis  de  la,  .Mr.  Frumeutin  presented  the 
petitton  of,  referred  .... 

leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition 
Ross,  Charli-s,  Slid  bamuel  13reck,a  bill  from  the 
House  ot  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read        -....-. 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with   amendments  .  .         . 

ordered  to  a  tin rd  reading  .  -  -  . 

read  a  third  tJine,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Ross,  George  T.,  and  Daniel   1'.  Patterson,  a  bill 

from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 

relief  of,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately 

under  their  command,  read     ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

tune,  and  parsed     ..... 

Rossicr,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford   pre- 
sented the  petition  of,   referred 
a  bill  for  the  reliei  of,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

or'iered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed       ... 

Roxburgh,  .Mexander,  a  bill  from  the  House  sf 

RepreHenlativcs  for  the  rehef  of  the  heirs 

ot,  read  ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pusscd      ... 
Rodolpb,  John,  Mr.    Horsey  presented  the  peti- 
tion ot,  referred       ..... 

committee  discharged         .... 

Ruggtes,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  took  his  scat 
Ryan,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

Rymes,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Horsey  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred  ... 


363 
371 


338 
310 
351 
362 


139 
140 
143 
188 
193 
204 
207 

21 

43 

107 

148 
300 


208 
318 
229 
234 
252 
253 


338 
340 
344 
356 
361 


189 
202 

97 
130 

95 
134 


1.33 
136 


P«ge. 


328 
330 
333 
335 
357 
363 


338 
340 
358 
361 

89 

91 

96 

98 

136 

139 

140 

23 
367 


305 
309 
313 
345 
353 


347 
351 

360 

164 
168 
169 
184 
188 


311 
314 
320 
347 
353 

147 

364 

10 

22 

140 


Salaries,  a  bill  from  the   House  of   Representa- 
tives continuing   the,  of  certain  officers. 


read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  tnird  reading 
read  a  third  tune,  aad  parsed     - 


-  276 
.  281 

-  347 
.  358 
.  361 
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Salaries — continued. 

of  Senate  oHicers,    Mr.    Fromentin  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the     - 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  bill  to  fix  the,  read  .  .  .  . 

read  a  second  time,  and  recommitted 
reported  with  an  amendment      -         .         . 
recommitted  to  a  committee  of  five 
(See  Increase  of  Halariea.) 
Sale  of  a  tract  of  land,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  lo  authorize    the,   at  the 
Uiiluh  fort  at  the  .Miami  of  the  Lake,  <Scc., 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third   reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

a  bill  from   the  same  providing  for  the,  at 

the  lower  rapids  oi  Sandusky  river,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed       ... 

Salt,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  .Macon,  the  Secretary  of 

the    Treasury    was  directed  to    report  a 

statement  of  the    whole   amount  of  duty 

paid  on,   from    the  establishment  of  the 

Govi-rnment,  <Scc. 

report  of  that  officer  in  obedience 
Sanford,    Nathan,  a   Senator   from    New  York, 
produceil  his  credentials,  Sec. 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 
remarks  of,  on  Uic  Ignited  States  Bank  bill 
Schutte,    Caspar  C,  a  bill   from    the   House  of 
Representative.-*   authorizing    the   Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain 
export  bonds  eiecuti-d  liy,  road 
read  a  second  tune,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Scriptures,  a  lull  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  encourage   the  pri.  and  gra- 
tuitous distribution  of  the,  by  tne   Bible 
societies  of  the  I'luled  States,  read 
read  a  second  tune,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      ... 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
ol  Rej.rescntatives,  a  bill  from  the  House 
Pl  Kepreseiiiatives  fixing   the  compeasa- 
tion  of  the,  &c.,  read      .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmoiiu 
ordered    to  a  third  reading 
read   a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  and 
the  Senate  insisted  on  their   amendment 
the  House  o(  Representatives  also  insisted, 
and  the  Senate  asked  a  conference,  which 
was  agreed  to  -  ...  . 

report   of  the  managers  accepted   by  both 
Houses  ...... 

Senate,  list  of  members  present  at  the  opening  of 
the  session     --.... 

Senate  (Jhambcr,  .Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Accounts 
to  make  such  alterations  in  the,  as  may 
l)e  deemed  necessary       .... 

Mill  Con.  lit  Sess.— 62 
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Senate  Chamber — continued. 

resolution  agreed  to  -  .  .  . 
Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 
the  repairs  of  the,  -  .  .  . 
amended  and  agreed  to  -  -  .  ^  . 
the  committee  reported  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  

concurred  in 

Sergeant-at;.\rms  and  Doorkeeper,  payment  for 

extra  horse  hire  ordered  to  the 
Settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  re- 
lating to,  read         .         .         .         .         . 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 

referred  to  a  committee      .         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendments    -         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         .         . 

Seventy-four,  estimate  of  the  expense  of  building 

and  equipping  a  .... 

Sewall,  Robert,  .Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  .... 

committee  discharged         .  .  .         . 

Shaler,  Ephraim,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Shelby,  Governor,  a  resolution  directing  a  medal 
and  the   thanks  of  Congress  to   be  pre- 
sented to,  read        -  .  .  .         - 
read  a  second  time     ..... 

reconi  milted       ...... 

Shot  .Manutacturers,  of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Simpson,  Tobias,  a  gratuity  granted  to,  for  uni- 
form good  conduct  .... 

Sims,  Walter,  .Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       ..... 

Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 

the 

Sliter,  Titus   V.,   and  others,   Mr.  Wilson   pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Sloo,  Thomas,  and  John  Caldwell,  Mr.  Brown 

presented  the  petition  of,  leferred    - 
South    Carolina  and    Georgia,    a    bill   from   the 
House  of  Representatives  concerning  the 
United  States  courts  in,  read 
read  a  second  time     .         -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
a  bill  from   the  House  of   Representatives 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  cer- 
tain acts  of.  read     ..... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with   an  amendment     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Spafford,  Amos,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  granting    the  right   of  pre- 
emptio.i  to,  read     ..... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Specie  Payments,  on   motion   of  .Mr 
the  Finance  Committee  were 
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.  V^arnum, 
instructed 


to    inquire    into   the    expediency  of,    for 

taxes,  &ic. 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing, by  private  banking  institutions,  dec, 
ia  the  District  of  Columbia     - 
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I  Ucie  Payn>cnts — continued. 
)f,    i  resolution  agreed  t«  - 

A  I  a  bill  more  elTt'ctually  to  provide  for,  by  the 
A  i  District  banks,  read  .... 
^1  read  a  second  time     ..... 

indefinitely  pObtponeJ         .... 

ford,  Richard,  a  message  from   the  House  of 
J       Representatives  announcing  the  dealh  of 


f^ 


iJ^ei)henson,  Edmund,  Mr.  Larock  presented  the 
*^  \  petitivn  of,  referred  -  .  -  . 
1J|(^Ten»,  Jol(ji,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  memo- 
yi         rial  of,  referred        .  -  .  .  . 

;*1  \  committee  discharged  .  -  .  . 

;^j4(i»art,  C»j)tain  Charles,  for  himself,  officers, 
;[:/  •  Ac,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  memorial 
>.  J  i  of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee 
♦ -^^  a  reaoluvion  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
\\\  *  lives  teqiiestiiig  the  President  to  present 
*   '  '       medaU  to 


I 


Page. 
209 

231 
235 
334 

303 

365 

157 
351 
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\'A\  read,  ai;d  passed  to  a  second  reading 

I  >r  '  read  a  srcond  time     .         .         .         .         . 

,  I'  ;  ordered  lo  a  third  reading 

{ jt  I  read  a  tfiird  time,  and  passed  unanimously 

^P^lvart,   Joneph.  and    others,    a    bill    fiom    the 

*  X   I      Housf-  of  Representatives  authorizing  pay- 

1:    ,       ment'i)f  a  sum  of  money  to,  read    - 
"    s  read  a  tfcond  lime,  and  referred 
i    T  reported^  with  amendments  .         .         . 

3    1  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
;.;  trend  a  tfird  lime,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
'^((^blefield, James,  and   Roswell  I.ee,  Mr.  Dar- 
;^l  f      hour  presented  the  memorial  of 
r",;  ;  (Bev  AmKyries.) 

T%iiday  Mai|bi,  Mr.  Lacock  pre.^ented  a  petition 
■\Ai      again-'t,  from  Pennsylvania     - 
i;  ^  anotherf()rcsented  by  the  same 
•!  •  another i})resintfd  from  the  State  of  Ohio    - 
•^  j  tnother^by  Mr.  Williams,  from  Tennessee 
^  •  another  j  by    Mr.    Thompson,    from     New 

^  i      Hamifshire     - 

^  :  a  bill  cojicerninff,  read,  and  its  second  read- 

'.       ing  njgntivfd  .  -  .  -  . 

jervisors  A  Clinton  County,  New  York,  a  bill 

from  ihc  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 


t 

::-ii 


Iief  of  the,  read 


t 


•J;  J  read  a  sfcond  time,  and  referred 

•^  j  reported  with  an  amendment 

*j^  I  ordered  jio  a  third  reading 

*A  •  read  a  t^iird  lime,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
jjfweyor  of  *;ihc  Public  Lnnds,  a  bill  from    the 
,_  ,  ;      Hous.^  of  Representatives  to  provide  for 
^'^l      the  appointment  of  a,  in  Illinois  and  .Mis 
'■^'      sou n  JIVrrilory,  read       ... 

£»'•  read  a  t^cond  time,  and  referred 

3^  '  rcportei'' with  amendments 

T,  ;  ordered  Ito  a  third  reading 

^  \  read  a  ti'iird  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

^^fitt,  Jemi|ia,  Mr.  .Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 

t!      ; 

'gkibot,  Ishaji,  of  Kentucky,  took  his  seat 

mI  j  rcmarki«'of,  on  the  bill  concerning  military 

Wl         servi(  •'s  ...... 

«^Jjmadge,  .^udire,    of  New    York,    a   met-sage 

J*  '       from  vhe   House   of   Rej>resentatives    re- 
II      questing  that  the  honorable  Nathan  San- 
^\       ford    t<>ay  be    permitted  to    attend   before 
the  c^mmi'tee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  oficial  conduct  of    • 
t 
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Tallmadge,  Judge — continued.  Page- 

Mr.  King  Ku!  riittrd  a  resolution,  complying 

with  the  request 302 

which  was  amended,  and  agreed  to     -         -  310 
Tappan,  Arthur,  Ac.  (See  Frotkitii^hain,  John.) 
Tariff  of  Duties,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  sul>ject  of  a  general        -  131 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry manufacturers  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  above,  referred     -  296 
Taylor.  John,  of  South  Carolina,  took  his  seat  -  31 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill        1B.''>,  189 
remarks  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  247 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sanford      -          -  248 
Taylor  and  .McNeal,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives   for   relief  of, 

read 306 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred   •                   -  308 

reported  without  amendment      -          -          -  318 

ordered  to  a  third  reading            .         -         .  349 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  353 
Tennessee,   a   bill  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to 

issue  grants.  Ac,  read    -         -         .         .  307 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -         -  314 
Thaxter,  Levi,  and  others,  Mr.  {jo:e^  presented 

the  memorial  of      -         -         -         -         -  319 
Thomas,  John   A.,   Mr.  Daggett  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred          -         -         -         -  28 
a  report  therein           -          -          -          -          •  95 
petition  rejected          -----  97 
Thompson,  John,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 22 

a  bill  for  rcl.ef  of,  read        ....  167 

read  a  second  time |G6 

the  third  reading  negatived          ...  179 
Thompson,    Thomas    V\'.,  of  New  Hampshire, 

took  his  seat             -----  25 

Thompson,   Lalhrop,  and  others,    Mr.   Sanford 

presented  the  petition  of          .         .         .  105 
Tichenor,  r-)aar,  a  Senator  from  Vermont,  was 

qualified,  Slc.           .....  9 

Tiiton,   Dr.  Jamrs,    Mr.    Horsey   presented  the 

petition  nf,  referred         .         .         .         .  ^o 

cominillie  discharged,  and  petition  referred 

to  the  Secretary  of  War           -          -          -  128 
Todd,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of   Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read      -          •          .  305 
read  a  second  tmie,  and  referred           -         .  309 
rejwrted  without  amendnient       ...  3*^5 
ordered  to  a  third  reading             ...  355 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...  352 
Torrey,  Jesse,    Mr.  Sanford    presented  the  me- 

nioripl  of,  referred             ....  256 

committee  discharged          ....  355 

Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  • 
bill  from  the  House  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  regulate,  read         "         *          ^         •  320 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred          .         -  323 
reported  without  amendment      ...  328 
ordered  to  a  third  reading             -          -          -  355 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  362 
Transfers  and  Changes  of  Property,  a  bill  from 
the  Hou>e  of  Represj-ntatives  to  enlarge 
the  time  for  asrert;iining  the  annual,  read  32 
read  a  second  time,  an<l  referred           -          -  34 
reported  without  amendment       -          -          -  41 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            -         -         •  42 
read  1  th:rd  time,  and  passed      -         -         •  43 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  the  general  ac- 
count of  the,  laid  on  the  table           •         -  266 
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Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the, 

read 19 

referred  to  the  Finance  Committee     -         -  23 

another  report  fro.n  the  same      -         -         -  27 

Trudeau,  Charles  L.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read      -  315 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -319 

reported  with  an  amendment      -         -         -  322 

ordered  to  a  third  reading            ...  350 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  354 

Turner,  James,  of  North  (Carolina,  took  bis  seat  18 

Turner,  Moses,  a  bill  from  the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read      ...  325 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         •  328 
reported  without  amendment      ...  340 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            ...  358 
read  a  third  time,  and   passed     ...  361 
Turnpike  Roads,  in  the  Di»lrict  of  Columbia,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making 
certain,  read            .....  252 
read  a  second  time     .....  2.'>4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            ...  257 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  279 
Tweedy,  Robert,  a  gratuity  granted  to,  for  uni- 

lorrn  good  conduct  ....  372 

u. 

Unproductive  Post  Roads,  a  report  from  the  Post- 
master (leneral  concerning      ...      170 

Upton,  Samuel,  and  Thomas  Adams,  Mr.  Gore 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    •         .312 
committee  discharged  ....     339 

Van    Ness,  John    P.,  and    others,  Mr.   Bibb  pre- 
sented the  laemorial  of,  referred       -         -      167 

V. 

Verjon,  B.  E.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     ......      139 

a  bill  to  extend  certain  privileges  to,  read  -      140 
read  a  second   and  third   time,  by  consent, 
and  passed     ......      142 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        -      184 
Vermont,  a  bill  Irom   the   House  of  Representa- 
tives  to   alter  the   time   for   holding    the 
United  Slates  courU  in  -  -  •  -     206 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -     207 

read  a  second   lime,  and  ordered   to  a  third 

reading 207 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         •     209 

Vessels  in  the  Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,   with  a  statement    of    the 
names,  rates,  and  stations  of  the     .         -       34 
Vilhcrs,  Jumonville,  and  others,  Mr.   Fromenlin 
presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citizuns 
of  New  Orleans  in  behalf  of,  referred      .       23 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in        -      137 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  papers  in  the 
case        .......     367 

Vincennes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain  claimants  of 

lands  in  the  district  of    -  -  -  •  206 

read,  and  pisseJ  to  a  second  reading  -  207 

read  a  .second  lim?,  and  referred         -         -  209 

reported  without  amendment      ...  2.'i6 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  303 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  306 


Par©. 

Vincennes  University,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representativei   confirming    the    title   of 
certain  purchasers  of  land  from  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the,  read          ...  315 
reild  a  second  time,  and  referred          •         •  319 
reported  without  amendment      ...  321 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  34f 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         •         .  353 
Virginia,  the  Revolutionary  officers,  «St.:.  of,  Mr. 
Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing the            -....-  15 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed          •  M 
a  resolution  on  the  subject  reported   -         •  133 
indefinitely  postponed         ....  355 
a    bill    from    the    House  of  Representatives 
declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of,  read         -         -  306 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -         -  309 
reported  without  amendment      ...  318 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  349 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     '  -^t   '         *  ^^^ 

W. 

Wabash,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  lease 
the  saline,  near  the  river,  for  a  term  of 
seven  years    -..--. 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Wait,  Thomas  B.,  and  others,  .Mr.  Varnum  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 

a  resolution  report».d,  and  read 

read  a  second  time     .  .  -  -         - 

amended,  read  a  third   time,  and  agreed  to 
Walmsley,  Captain  Jonathan,  a   bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  u  company  commanded  by,  read    - 

read  a  second   lime,  and  referred 

reporled  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed 
Wain,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  RoberU  presented 
the  memorial  oi,  read      .... 
War,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of,  read 
Washington,  the  late  General  George,  a  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  of  Repre«entative» 
appointing  a  joint  committee,  in  relation 
to  the  remains  of,  was  read  three  limes, 
concurred  in,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Washington,  the  City  of,  Mr.  RoberU  presented 
the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  &c.  of,  praying 
thai  said  city  may  be  made  a  port  of  en- 
try, referred  .----• 
Washington   Bridge  Company,  a   bill  from  the 
Houae  of  Representatives   for   the   relief 
of  the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

House  of  Representatives  agreed,  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  concurred  m 
Wasp,  Sloop-of-war,  a  bdl  respecting    the  late 
officers  and  crew  of  the,  read 

read  a  second  time     .         -  -  -  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  patsed     - 
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Senate  Proceedings  and  Debater. 


yfS^tp,  Sloopof-war — continued. 


5.J  ^returned' from   the   House  of   Representa 

^"  j  .     tives  vjith  amendments  -         -         .         .  324 

^^  ^hich  Wfrc  concurred  in    -          -          -          -  325 
Vfji^son,  Jan^s    P.,  Mr.  Sanford   presented  the 

j»J^     petiliop  of,  referred          ....  103 

;>!  Jan  advertic  report  thereon  -         .         .         .  106 

» i  jread.  ami  concurred  in        -          .         .         .  125 

Vti»,  Williain  H.,  of  Delaware,  took  his  seat  -  39 

:  I  j»peech  of;  on  the  United  States  Bank  lull  -  258 
W|.«aton,  Jof^'ph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

*1    \    i         r»w«n  t  vt  I  t/oa     frvr    cKa     .^.II.T    ^t      _  _  _     I  O  A  C 

309 
313 
344 
352 


Page.    Wise,  George  8.— continued. 


^>  j     retentfttives  for  the  relief  of,  read 

V-  read  a  serond  time,  and  referred 

"^.  jreported  iilhout  amendment      ... 

^ -J  ^rdered  t-i  a  third  reading  -  -  . 

'    ..* .  fead  a  th,rd  time,  and  passed 

•  ^\  Hi}e,  Robert,  Mr.   Chace   presented  the  peti- 
"  I    tion  of.' referred 

i   '^   ;  f  ^»"  to  i.icrease  the  pension  of,  read 

j   I    j»ead  a  seuond  time,  and  referred 

;.   ;   I  Reported  if/ilh  amendments 

?    i       <>>rdercd  t')  a  third  reading  -  -  -  . 

;      jead  a  ihi^d  time,  and  passed     - 

•  -  leturned  'from    the    House  of   Representa- 
{      i    lives  wjih  an  amendment 

♦  ;  (he  Senati?  agreed  with  an  amendment 
V|Ui«e,  Jonatlian,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

;.j'    resentaiives  for  relief  of,  read 
1  !  jead  a  se(>3nd  time,  and  referred 
I' feported  i^rithout  amendment      - 
If,  irdered  t<J  a  third  reading 
})\  Jead  a  thijd  time,  and  passed      - 

V|Jl4w8  and  «.;'rphan8  of  Volunteers.  Mr.  Barry 
•j.t  prcsentfd  the  memorial  of  ihe  I.egiala- 
.-:.|    ture  of:  Kentucky,  praying  provision  for 

^;j  5   the,  referred 

», I  leport  of  t^ie  committee  read 

iCijlffmi.  Johfi    Philip,  Mr.    Taylor   presented 
jj    the  petjiion  of.  referred  •         -         .         . 

A^'ilifams,  Joh|j,a  Senator  from  Tennessee,  pro- 
-•  1   duced  Ijis  credentials,  &c.       - 

M'ill^,  VValteii,  and  others,  Mr.  King  presented 

;   5    j  j    the  mei^iorial  of,  referred 

*  I  .;oraniiltet^^  discharged  .... 
/NTiJB^n,  JameJ  J.,  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
I  I  \r  produc.^J  his  credentials.  &c. 

;   J  iijjpcech  of.!on  the  Compensation  bill    - 
•I  \jn  the  billi  concerning  military  (services 
\^iJ/»in,   EdwjPrd.    Mr.    Rugglcs    presented    the 
.      *  petitioriiof,  referred  .... 

{   :  :|  bill  for  nlief  of,  read        .... 

V  \^*^  ■  second  time 

:  ^  j<»rdered  ta'a  third  reading 

>     ij^ad  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
;  ;   "irfturned  f|om  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives 
^  '   •  I  with  an^amen.iment,  and  concurred  in    - 
Wi^n,  JoaepH.  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprr- 
'   '  i  •entauv;^.s  for  relief  of,  read     - 
I   ^ad  a  secfnd  time,  and   referred 
jrt'ported  with  an  amendment     - 
.(Vdered  to;a  third  reading  .... 
S  :r*ad  a  thii^J  time,  and  passed  as  amended  . 
^  :rt,IJohn  T.,ja  bill  trom  the  House  of  Repre- 
fsentativ^is  for  relief  of,  read     - 
ryad  a  secjnd  time,  and  referred 


r  'rjported  without  amendment 
*    !c^dered  to  >i  third  reading 

ad    a   thllil    timf>     fln<<    r)^j|gp(J 


-    Xs^icTeii  tOH  third  rcadir 
\  f'f*"^  a  tfa"il  time,  and  p 
^^Vj.'JGeorge  .'j.,  a  bill  from 


Ml 
•11 


resentat  jses  for  relief  of,  read 


the  House  of  Rep- 
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read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

referred  to   Naval  Committee  with  instruc- 
tions      -.--... 

the  committee  report  that  any  geoerai  pro- 
vision is  inexpedient       .... 

that  report  concurred  in     . 

the  bill  indefinitely  postponed     - 
Wolcott,  Talcott,  .Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  thereon  ... 

report  concurred  in    • 
Wrighter,  Jacob,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  peti- 
tion  of,  referred 

a  bill  to  increase   the  pension  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    -         -         .         .         . 

referred  to  a  select  committee     - 

(See  ••  White,  Robert,"  in  the  bill  for  relief 
of  whom  Wrighter  is  mentioned.) 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Com- 
mercial bill 

on    amending    the    bill    concerning    gooda, 
wares.  Ac.     ---... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning   property 
lost,  Ac.  --.... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  taxing  im- 
ported  salt       --..._ 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  ihe  bill  to  re- 
ward the  officers  of  the  Argus 
on    indefinite    {Hjstponement   of  the   Com. 

mercial  bill 

on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendmenU  to 

'''<^"'"e 130,131 

on   final    passage  of  the   bill  to   indemnify 

the  surt  ties  of  Commodore  Rodgcrs 
on  concurrence  with  a  commiitce   in  reject- 
ing certain  claims  -  -  .  . 
on  dividing  a  question,  touching  the   direct 

tax  bill 

on  striking   out    the   second   section  of  the 
same      -••.... 

on   indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning roa(ls  and   canals  ... 
on  the  third  reading  of  a  resolution  to  amend 
the  Constitution     ..... 

(m  recommitting  the  direct  tax  Mil     - 
on  agreeing  to  an  amendment  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill   ... 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  relating  to 
settlers  on  public  lands  -         -         .         . 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Colonel  John  Thompson     - 
on  committing  the  Compensation  bill 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Orphan  .Anylum 
on  amending  the  Compensation  bill     .'    191, 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ... 
on  amending  the  bill  relating  <o  military  ser- 
vices     ....... 

on  Mr.  Lacock's  motion  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution ...... 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion  to  the  same  end   . 
on  indefinite  poxtponement  of  the  same 
on  amending   the  bill  relating   to  the  Post 
Office  Eslabhbhment       ...     228,  229 
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Tea*  and  Nay§ — continued.  Page. 

on  amending  the  United  States  Bank  bill     250 
254.  255.  258,  274,  276,  277 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill,  as  amended     277 

on  amending  the  bill  to  divide  Pennsylvania 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  motion 
concerning  removal  of  judges 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bdl  for  relief  of 
Fulton's  heirs         .         -         -         .         . 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  relat- 
ing to  roads  and  canals  .... 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  military 
services  ...... 

on  amending  the  bill  to  increase  salaries     - 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  concerning  the 
District  of  Columbia       .... 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  concerning  mil- 
itary  services  ..... 

on  reconsidering  the  last  vote     -         .         • 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  distilled 
spirits    --.--.. 

on  amending  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of  Indiana  to  form  a  constitution     . 

on  striking  out  the  name  of  General  Har- 
rison  from  the  resolutions  granting  mcd. 
als  and  thanks  to  him  and  Governor 
Shelby 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  liquidation  of 
certain  claims         ..... 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  direct  tax 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  bill  for  li- 
quidation of  certain  daiins       .         -         - 

on  amending  the  bill  to  regulate  duties  on 

imports.  Ac,  ,321,  324,  327,  329,  330,  331 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same        -      326 

on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  the  (iene- 
ral  SlafT 3.33 


282 
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299 
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320 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Pare. 

on  concurring  with  the  committee  in  striking 

out  the  name  of  General  Harrison  -  .  334 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  General  Staff  bill  336 
on  amending  tha  bill  adjusting  land  claims, 

&-C. 336 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

William  Flood 339 

on  amending  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Navy     34 1 
on  indefinite  po-stponement   of  the   bill  for 

discharge  of  Moses  Lewis  ...  341 
on  amending  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the 

Military  Establishment  ....  341 
on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  Epbraim 

Shaler 345 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

a  company   under  command  of  Captain 

Walmsley  .  -  -  .  -  .  346 
on  fixing  a  day  for  adjournment  -  347,  348 
on  amending  the  bill  for  collection  of  direct 

tax 348 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  reward  the 

officers,  Ac,  of  the  Constitution       -         -     350 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the   bill  au- 
thorizing the   Indian  donation  of  land  to 

General  Jackson,  Ac.  -  -  .-  .  351 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  rehef 

of  Charles  Todd 355 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to   increase 

the  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury     356 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Mrs.  Hamilton 357 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  359,  360 

on  amending  the  resolution  relative  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenue         -         -     370,  371 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -         -     371 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESE.NTATIVES  AND  APPENDIX. 


A.  P*ge. 

Abolition  of  Slavery,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
petition  of  the  American  Convention  for 
the.  referred 

Absence  of  Members,  Mr.  Hopkinson  submitted 
a  motion  to  add  to  the  standing  rules  and 
orders  one  concerning  the,  read 

Accountant  in  the  Department  of  Slate,  a  bill  to 
authorize  the    appointment  of  an,  twice 
read,  and  committed         .... 
indefinitely  postponed  .  -  - 

in  the  Department   of  War,  a  bill   supple- 
mental to  the  several  acts  organizing  aaid 
Department,  twice  read   .         -         -         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         •         . 

AccounU,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    

Adams,  John,  of  New  York,  report  of  the  Com- 
miltee  of  Elections  declaring,  not  entitled 
to  his  seat,  concurred  in  -         -         - 


1068 


1052 


1417 

1455 


1417 
1439 
1453 

376 


403 


Adams,  John  Quincy,  joint  letter  from,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  .         .         .         . 

a  letter  to,  from  Charles  King,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  massacre  at  Dartmoor  prison  - 
.\dditional  Committees,  Mr.  Wilde  submitted  a 
resolution  to  amend  the  rules  and  orders 
*  as  to  authorize  certain         .         -         - 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    - 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Standing 
Rules,  Ac.     -         -         -         *         '         * 
Adgate,  Asa,  of  New  York,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, Ac.         -         -         -         "         ' 
Adjournment,  report  of  the  joint  committee  on   - 
a  day  agreed  upon      .         -         -         -         - 
the  Senate  altered  the  day,  and  the  House 

concurred 

usual  committees  appointed,  report  made, 

and  consummated  .  .         -         • 

Admirals,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the 

appointment  of       -         -         "         '         ' 
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rorrfinupo. 


f  llvice  Te&%  anJ  referred       .  .         -  - 

*':if-porteiJ  v^ilb  amendments,  and  committed 

:••}!*  motion  U)  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 

'v<  f  on  the  (Jill  negatived       .         .         .         . 

."h'<idpfinitely  postponed         .         .         .         . 

AjWilarle  Soiad,  Mr.  Murfree  presented 


Page. 

689 
917 

1364 
1414 


r-^   «     UlliCCi     yill  -  -  - 

lisJ^ndria  Ao^demy,  Mr.  Lewis 
f}  I  petitiorh  of  the  trustees  c 
5^1  that  th«*  banks  of  Aleiand 
*J  J  charteri^may  be  compellet 


473 
1032 

4.")! 


A!*t»giiny,  Shij;,  n 
.  '.  !  J  owners-of  i 
■    :'.!  r  twice  r^^ad, 


a  reso- 

.ation  c.;  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 

*.  I  iina    respecting   an   outlet  to  the   ocean 

V  I  from,  referred 

Al^^lindcr,  .VIi\  speech  of,  on  the  Canadian  Vol- 

'•^  {  untcer  i-ill 

Al^Jijndria  AQ;idemy,  Mr.  Lewis  presented   the 

of  the,   praying 
idria  applying  for 
t^d  to  subscribe  to 
I  ft  the  stoiy  of,  referred 
Alli'i^ne  VcssixIb,  captured  and   restored,   a   bill 
^    t  for  the  Jistrilution  of  a  sum   of  money 
•     r    {  among 'he  captors  of  the,  twice  read        -   1222 
)   sjirdered  tu;a  third  reading  -         .         -         .   1356 
•'   i   ^ad  a  thijj  time,  and  passed      ...   1362 

Alg  t  8,  copy  ^1  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity 

^' <  with  th»«Dey  of 1470 

'^'         report   on   the   petition   of  the 
the,  and  a  bill  for  their  relief, 
.  .    .„.^^  .f— ,  and  committed       -         -         -   1295 
[''mdefinitef;/  postponed         -         -         -         -   1412 
AJt^ritions  of  |iie  Capitol,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jack- 

■  '.i  t  Bon,  of*  Virginia,   a   committee   was   ap- 
IJ  pointed^  to  confer  with  the  architect  con- 

>  '  J  cernina 1150 

As>4«^son,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
.  1.  lief  of,  ^ivice  read,  Ac.     ...         -     452 
i  j imported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 

■  ^{ted        i 514 

t;  ;  'rdered  trt  a  third  reading   ....     69U 

•  V  '  fcad  a  ihtrd  time,  and  passed       ...     694 
'Jjp^ial  Trantlcrs,  a  bill  to  enlarge  the    time   for 
V.  :  *  ascertagiing  the,   of  property   subject   to 
j^  •  »    direct  tjix,  twice  read,  and  committed        -     408 
V  \  reported  \51lhout  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
f  ;|    »  third /eading         ..... 
.    If     4ead  a  thtjd  time,  and  passed 
;j|mm^1,  on  mtnion  of  Mr.  'I'uckrr,  the  Judiciary 
f    ^  j  '  Committee  were  instructed  to  iDqiiirc  into 
I    ♦  'i    the  eipt"diency  of  so  amending  the  law  as 
j    •  '  f   to  allovf ,  from  the  decisions  of  the  territo- 


414 
421 


t!> 


I    rial  coiJ 

L  bill  to  li^it  the  right  of,  from  the  circuit 
;    court  of  the  District  of  Columbia     - 
a',  and  referred      ... 


I' 


ICC  re  I 


ported  i^ith  an   amendment,  and   ordered 


1055 

1222 
1224 

1236 
1239 


-'  ]iii    '"  *  '^^''^  reading  - 

i  *    Vad  a  third  time,  and  passed 

;4w)fa|calion  ol*  Moneys  transferred,  6lc.,  a  letter 

^  .  I    from  tl^  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject 

^    J.  ■;  j    of  the   • -         .     382 

<    jl?  'etlers  fnijn  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with 

i   H|j    Btatem.*nU  of  the    ....      .387,393 

'^jMrr,  Stepbvnson,  of  Maryland,  produced  his 

W:      credentials,  <fcc. 381 

A<V#ries,  a  bi^  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the 

t|  compcik. ation  of  the  superintendents  of   -   1410 


% 


fwite  reaA 


' '  srdered  l<t  a  third  reading   - 
**  |ead  a  ih  jd  lime,  and  |  assed 


iyijijlrong,    lAhn,  of   renniasee.  an  adTcrge  re- 
^>  j    port  on*lhe  petition  of,  concurred  in 
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Page. 

Army,  Mr.  Randolph  laid  on  the  table  a  resolu- 
tion to  reduce  the  .....     g03 
Articles  manufactured   in   the   Cnited  States,  a 

bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on,  twice  r(Mi*l     -     846 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •         .         .     862 
Assessors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Com. 
niittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instruct, 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro. 
viding  for  the  comi)en8ation  of         .         -   1308 
Assistant  Doorkeeper,  apfwintment  of  an   -         -     376 
Atherton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill     900 
speech  of,  on  the  United  Slates  Bank  bill    -   1206 
Auburn  Manufacturing  Company,  Mr.  Gold  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the,  referred  -         -     382 
Auctioneers,  Mr.  Ward  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry,  of  Boston,  referred      ...     678 
Audrain,  Peter,  a  bill  for  relief  of,   twice   read, 

and  committed 1014 

reported  without  amendment      ...    l;J53 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  .  .   1357 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment   1439 
amendment  concurred  in    .         •         •         .   1452 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  and  John  Dennis,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of  ....    1089 

twice  read,  and  committed  .         •         .    1108 

reported  without  amendment       -         .  .  1361 

indefinitely  postponed         ....   1153 

Baer,  CJeorge,  of  .Maryland,  produced  bis  creden- 
tials, Scr.  ......     375 

Mr.  Archer  presented  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  the  election  of,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections           ...     395 
Baker,  Stejiheii.     (S<e  Miller,  Thomas.) 
Baker,  A.  St.  John,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  1505 

a    declaration    by,    interdicting    intercourse 

with  St.  Helena 1606 

Baltimore  and  Massachusetts   Bible  Societies,  a 

bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  ihe  -  1263 
twice  read,  and  curiimitted  ...    1274 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1375 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         -   1377 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  favorable  report  on  the 

petition  of  the 1264 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the  subscribers  to  the,  twice  read  '-  -  494 
read  a  third  time,  and  pas:«ed  ...  1219 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1314 
amendments  concurred  in  ...    1344 

Bank  Notes,  &c.,  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  lay. 
ing  duties  on,  were  concurred  m     -  -     817 

(See  Tariff  of  Duties.) 

Bankruptcy,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  King,  the  Judi- 
cury  Committee  were  instructed  to  in. 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  a  uniform 

system  of 454 

a  bill  in   pursuance,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted     IOCS 

indefinitely  postponed         ....   1412 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  favorable 
report,  indited,  on  the  respective  petitions 
of  the,  for  charters  ....   1264 

Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on 

the  expenses  of  miliiia,  &.C.     ...     376 
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Barbour,  Philip  P. — continued.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Easton's  motion  to  post. 

pone  indefinitely  the  bill  to  regulate  com. 

merce  with  Great  Britain         ... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 

speech  of.  on  the  bill  concerning  collection 

of  duties         ....  1297, 

Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  Irving  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 

Barry,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  Ac.    • 

report  thereon  read,  and  committed    - 

the    report   of    the    Committee   of   Claims 

agreed  to         -----  - 

and  the  bill  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
Bassett,  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  was  qualiQed,  &.c. 

remarks  of,  on  the  previous  question  - 
Bates,  Frederick.     (See  Crawford,  William.) 
Bate,  John,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 
renew  to,  the  lease  of  the  Saline,  near 
the  Wabash  river,  twice  read,  &,c. 
Bayou,  St.  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  estab- 
lish a  port  of  entry  at,  twice  read    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading             ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Bennett,  Benjamin,  of  New  Jersey,  was  quali- 
fied, &,c.         - 

Betts,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  excust^  of  Judge  Tall- 
madge,  on  account  of  bodily  infirmities  - 
Bible  Societies  of  the  United   States,  a    bill   for 
the  relief  of,  twice  read  .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Biddle,  Captain  James,  and  the  ofHcers  of  the 
Hornet;  Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Naval 
Committee,  reported  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  present  medals  to, 
twice  read,  and  committed  ... 
ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Birdseye,  Victory,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 
and  look  his  seat    -         -         .         .         . 
Blakely,  John  .\.,  .Mr.  Ward  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       .  .  .  .  - 
Blount,  VVm.  G.,  ofTennessee,  was!  qualified,  6cc. 
BoArd  of  Commissioners,  a  bill  to  Cfiablish  a,  for 
deciding   land    claims  in    Louisiana   and 
Territory  of  Missouri,  t^*icc  read     . 
Board  of  Land  Claims,  a  bill  fro.m  the  Senate  to 
seltle  the  compensation  of  the 
twice  read           .          .          -    '     • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      ... 
Boston    Glass    .Manufactory,    -Mr.    Hulbert    pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  the 

Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others.     (See  Allegany, 

Ship.) 
Boyle,  Ttiomas  IL,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Bradbury,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  .Mr.  King's  rcso- 
laiion 

Breck,  Samuel,  and  other  surviving  executors  of 

John  Ross,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  parsed      ... 

Brigbam,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,   Mr.  Pickering 

announced  the  death  of  ... 

Brace,  William.     (See  Dick,  Hamuel.) 
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Bullion  and  Specie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grosvenor, 
the  Committee  on  an  Uniform  National 
Currency  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  expor. 

tation  of 1361 

committee  reported  it  inexpedient       .         -   1366 
Burch,  Benjamin,  appointment  of,  as  Assistant 

Doorkeeper    - 375 

Burnside,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali. 

fied,  &c. 381 

speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill         .         -     866 
Burwell,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  King's  resolu. 

tion  concerning  commercial  restrictions        880 
on  his  resolution,  concerning  colonial  trade  .     976 
Business  of  the  Session,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ba^. 
sett,  a  committee   was  appointed  to   in- 
quire concerning  the       ....   1224 

Mr.  Hopkinson   submitted    a  resolution   to 

change  the  mode  of,  in  both  Houses         -   1294 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed       ......   1309 

report  of  said  committee     ....   1353 

Butler,  Paul  D.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  &c.   1 177 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...   1353 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    1357 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in  .         .-       .         .     1432 

C. 

Cady,  Daniel,  of  New  Vork,  was  qualified,  &c.     383 

remarks  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill   1109 

speech  of,  on  the  question  of  final  passage 

of  the  same    ...... 

remarks   of,  on   the  bill   concerning  specie 
payments        ...... 

Calhoun,  Mr., speech  of,on  the  bill  for  additional 
Military  Academy  .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  number  of  cadets  - 
speech  of,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Com. 

mcrcial  bill '        .     526 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen. 

ute  bill  on  the  same  subject     ...     605 
on  a  motion  for  the  Committee  of  the  W  hole 

on  the  revenue  report  to  rise,  &c.    .  .     728 

speech  of,  on  tHe  Direct  Tax  bill  -  .  629 
on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  .         .   1060 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  objections  to  his  plan  1107 
in  oppofiitioa  to  Mr.  Cady 's  motion  .  .1110 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Robertson  -  -  .  .  1152 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Jewett  ....  1153 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -  .  1183 
on  the  capital  of  the  bank  ...   1202 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  1262, 

1271 
speech  of,  on  the  minimum  duties  on  cotton 

goods 1329,  1338 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill   1351 

on  the  bill  for  collection  of  revenue     .  1389,  1416 

Camp,  John  G.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     -     651 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     690 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     694 
Canadian  Refugees,  a  bill   for  n  lief  of  certain. 

twice  read,  &c.       .....     744 

reported  without  amendment      ■         -         -   1030 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...   1048 
Canadian  Volunteers,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Jennings, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  acts  granting  bounties  in  land 
to  tlie 1361 
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C^l^iian  Voli^ntpfrs — continued. 

f    r^  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read 

•  •«  '(ad  a  thir^  time,  and  passed       .  .         . 

i^,?*}'*"-  •^'■•'  "jp^cfh  of,  on   the  bill  relating  to 
T  military  wervicea     -  -         -         .  . 

fl|],  on  root  Jan  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Committee 
|on  the  District  of  Columbia  were  instruct- 
,  ed  to  miuire   into  the  eipediencv  of  en- 


Page. 
1373 
1377 

1042 


■t 


ithe 
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:  closing  iXiid  improving  the  grounds  about 


•-  k^bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read,  Ac-     • 
ijbill  maki«ig  appropriations  t<>  compic 
if  icentre  biJilJingof  the,  twice  read     - 
>       tidered  to  »  third  reading  -  .         -  . 

I     jfid  on  the  table 

I      J(|;ommitteil  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

lendraent,  and  ordered 


385 
769 
lete  the 

1228 
1360 
1361 
1365 

-   1406 
passed      ...   1407 
ate  with  ainondment.<<   143!) 
'Jij^sidered.^nd  concurred  in        -  -  -   1452 

C«rr- Thomas,  ^e  committee  on  the  petition  of, 
n  idi8chargi.(l,  and  the  consideration  of  it  in- 
j|  tdefinitelv)  postponed         ....   1412 
Carj^ycs,  on  in5)tion  of  Mr.  Cady,  the  Commit- 
■■       *  Uce  of  \\  jys  and   Means  were  instructed 
J  '  ji  'to  inquifi   Uito  the  expetliency  of  amend- 
•*    ?f  »ng  the  aft  laying  duties  on    - 
Ca>  51^,  Mr.  VV^rd  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 

■  .*'  '^n  nierc|iant3  respecting  goods  liutlled  in 
3  »o"='^qu'^'<'P  "f  not  being  entered  at,  dec.    I 

OerWif    Bank  (if  Washington  and  (leorgetown. 

;     M  .A  report  -in  the  petition  of  tlie 
Oer|||     Acts,  a  lull  to  continue  in  force,  therein 

;     'J  JmentionOI,  twice  read     .... 
^hajajins,  a  m^^sage  from  the  Senate  proposing 

•  »  :the  U8ua>  appointment  of  two,  concurred 

:  -^f"       '-    ;     ■     -     -     ■     ■ 

J      »' f>ill  from    he  ^ivhate  fixing  the  comprnsa- 

■  ^  Xion  of  the 

\      ^ice  read  ...... 

•  ie'id  a  thircf  time,  and  passed 
(^hc^ee  Indiatis,  a  Message  from  the  President 

'^  ^ransmitt-^ug  copies  of  a  convention  with 
5     H  /he,  refei*cd  .         .  .         . 

I      *  f>ill  makir*i^  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
\      '-^  *'ffect  tht^ treaty  with  the,  twice  read 
J      ;^ered  to  ^  third  reading 

Tfid  a  thint  time,  and  passed     - 
Chek^fjpake  and*  Delaware  (Janal,  on  motion  of 
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14.57 
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1406 
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Sing  -MeJliura,  propositsons  by  the  Sccre- 
»ry  of  tie  Treasury  in   relation  to  the 
,  ational  * 
O'lKiLiifij  appointjnent  of  the  standing  commit. 

J  lee  of    -  :       . 
CkiiriiJto  Landt>'in   Mississippi  Territory,  under 
;  'he  O'eorj^'ia  grant,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hen. 
j  person,  of  Tennessee,  the  Committee  on 
*  I'ublic  L;'^ds  were   instructed  to  inquire 
,    I  Into  the  r'X|)€dicncy  of  allowing  further 
t  »ime,  &LC.        ...... 

.»k»ill  for  quieting  and  adjusting,  twice  read, 

■^  f  nd  coinrwitted 

•jriisidered  ^1  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
^  i)rogre83  li-ported    ... 
a  Biird  reading  negatiTcd 


395 
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698 
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Claims  to  Lands  in  Louisiana,  a  bill  to  confirm 

certain,  twice  read  .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  |>assed     ... 
returned  from  the  {Senate  with  amendments 
considered,  and  concurred  in      . 
Clay,  Henry,  election  and  address  of,  as  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Kepresentativen 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional Military  Academy         ... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Commercial  bill     - 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  (Jaston 
remarks  of.  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Randolph,  on  the 

rules,  Ac.       - 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  a  revenue  sya. 

tem        ----... 
remarks  of,   in  reply   to  Messrs.    Randolph 

and  Hardin    ...... 

remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  .Mr.  Randolph's 

misinterpretation    -         .         -         .         . 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  repeal  the  direct 

tax 

remarks  of,  on  tlie  Uank  bill  .  -  1 157,  1 188 
ad.lress    to   hi.s    ronstiluents,  on    the  Bank 

question nyo 

remarks  of,  on    the  bill   concerning  spirits 

distilled,  «Scr. i225 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  larifl'  1272 
his  recommendation  of  Kentucky  whiskey  -  1284 
remarks  of,  on  the  general  appropriation  bill  1305 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Wavy,  1369, 

1371 
Clay  and  tiallatin,  letter  from  .Messrs.,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  -         -         -  1181,  1488 

minutes  oi  a  conversation   held  with  Lord 

Castlereagh 1487 

minutes  of  another,  on   the  subject  of  the 

Dartmoor  prisoners         ....   1507 
an  extract  from  their  letter  to  Mr.  Ueaslcy   1509 
Clayton,   Thomas,   of  Delaware,  wa«  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat 

Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkeeper 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  election 

of  the    

on  motion  of  .Mr.  Forney,  a  committee  wok 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  raising  the  salary  of  the 

a  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of,  twice  reail    - 

ordered  to  a  third   reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  include  in  the  bill  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate         ----- 

considered,  and  disagreed  to        -  -  . 

a  message  from  the  Senate  insisting,  and 
the  House  in  part  receded  and  in  part  in- 
sisted    ....... 

the  Senate  still  insisted,  and  asked  a  confer- 
ence, agreed  to 

report  of  the   managers  mutually  agreed  to   1457 
Clifford,  'I'homas  and  John,  and  others,  a  biil  for 
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1153 


1455 


relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  .         - 

Clinton   county,    -New   York.      (See    Supervi- 
sor a  of.) 
Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.    - 
speech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill 
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Coane  Cotton  Fabrics,  the  petition  at  large  oj 
John  K.  Watrous  and  others,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  prohibiting  the  importation  of 

Coasting  Vessels,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsbo 
rough,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  exempting  from  the  ope- 
rstion  of  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment,  not  employed  in  carrying 
the  mails         ...... 

Coffin,  David,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 
read       ..--... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    ,     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments 

considered,  and  concurred  in      .         .         . 

Cole,  Martin,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read        .--...- 

read  a  third  time,  and  pashed      .         .         . 
Collection  of  the  Revenue,  Mr.  Webster  submit- 
ted  sundry    resolutions   concerning    the, 
read  twice      - 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Collectors  of  Internal  Revenue,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
OriDsbj,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  compensa- 
ti(»n  of   - 

a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of,  and  of  di- 
rect tax,  twice  read  -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .         .         - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    . 

Collectors  of  United  States  Taxes,  on  motion  of 
.Mr.  Cfoldsborough,  the  Committee  of 
^\  ays  and  .Means  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  requiring  the, 
to  keep  an  office,  or  a  deputy,  at  the  coun- 
ty town  of  each  county  .... 

Colles,  Christopher,  .Mr.  Bctts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of>  referred  ..... 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 

Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria, 
a  bill  to  incorporate  ihe,  twice  read,  dec.  . 

Columbian  .Manufacturing  Society  of  New  V'ork, 
Mr.  Cirosvenor  presented  the  petition  of 
the,  referred  ...... 

Colvin,  J.  B.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Com- 
mittee  on  the  District  of  ('olumbia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  a  subseription  for  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  edition  of  the  laws 
of  said  District,  by  .... 

(See  Dixtrirl  of  Columbia.) 

Commerce  and  .Manufactures,  appointment  of 
the  standing  Committee  of 

Commercial  ('onvrntion  with  Great   Britain,  a 
copy  of,  and  papers  relating  to  the  . 
projet  of  the  American  Ministers  of  a  . 
contra-projet  o(  the  British  commissioners  - 

Commercial  Intercourse  with  the  Indians,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Birdscye,  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting, 
by  law,  all,  to  cilixens  or  snbjccts  with 
foreign  Powers       ..... 
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Commercial   Restrictions,  Mr.  King,  of  Massa 
cbuaetts,  submitted  a  resolution  concern. 

ing 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 
again  considered,  and  agreed  to  -         - 

Commercial  Treaty,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin 
the  correspondence  and  documents  in  re- 
lation   to   the   recently   negotiated,   were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House  ......_ 

Commissioner  of  the   Public  Buildings.      (See 

Capital.) 

Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  Mr.  Roberts 

submitted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Stand. 

ing  Rules  by  adding  a,  read    ... 

read  again,  and  agreed  to  • 

Compensation  for  Losses,  &r.,  Mr.  Porter  pre. 

senled  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 

Niagara  county.  New  York,  praying,  re. 

ferred     .---... 

of  meml)ers  of  Congress,  a  bill  to  change 

the,  twice  read        ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  a  letter  from,  con- 
cerning the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Colonel  James  Thomas  -         ...   1452 
Cornstock,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 

military  services     .....     986 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Canadian 
Volunteers lOll 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

&c. 375 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  un- 
settled balances       .....   1069 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Vaccina- 

lion 1455 

Cone,  Rev.  Spencer  H.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain     381 
Congressional  Reservation,    Mr.    Reynolds   sub. 
mitted  a  resolution   concerning  the   tract 
of  I.Tiid  in  Tennessee  known  as  the         •     382 

amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  and 

agreed  to 395 

Conner,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  support  of 

infirm   soldiers,  &c,         .         -         -         .411 

on  the  Direct  Tax  bdl         ....     753 
Constitution,  Mr.  Pickering  submitted  a  resolu. 

tioii  to  amend  the 1150 

.Mr.  Pleasants  laid  before  the  House  resolu. 
tions  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  dis- 
approving  the  amendments  proposed  by 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut       .         .    1403 

the  same,  approving  that  proposed  by  North 
Carolina 1404 

frigate,  a  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the,  twice  read 876 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1363 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1366 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  of  the  same  tenor     -   1320 

twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
miltee 1308 

report  of  said  committee,  together  with  the 
bill,  laid  on  the  table       .         -         -         .   1273 
Convention  with  Great  Britain,  a  Message  from 
the  President,  transmitting  copies  of  bis 
proclamation  nolilying  the,  referred  .     402 

a  bill  to  regulate  commerce  according  to  the, 
twice  read      -         -         -        -        -         -419 
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on— cor^inued. 

K'usred,  a|d  laid  on  the  table 

red  to  ^  third  reading  ... 

_    ,    a  third  iime,  and  passed      ... 

J&jigreed   ul  by  the  Senate         ... 

jSlJIill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the 

^^ed  up,  ai>d  laid  on  the  table 
'     ^t^^*^  read,  tnd  referred      .... 
i    >  ^llt'orted   wi^  aojendmcnts,   so  read  a  third 
;    ■  'J  time,  and  passed     ..... 
i    \V^i\  Senate  Uisagreed;  the  House  insisted, 

iiind  askeda  conference  .... 
,  -'  ^4  Senate  i^isieted,  and  agreed  to  the  con- 
1    •  jJ  lercnce  -  ;       - 

•  '  iTwort  of  the  managers        .... 
■    ;  ^j^sidered,  and  House  agreed  to  recede 

.'^^»i)py  of  the",  together  with  sundry  papers 
(  ^nd  docuaicnts        .....   1477 

CpjiflitJ  Coins,   ^r.   Roberts    submitted    sundry 

•  /i  ^solutions  concerning  .... 
motion  ife'  Mr.  Calhoun  the  resolutions 
ere  referred  to  a  select  committee 

commilXee  were  instructed   to  inquire 
^<  into   the   expediency  of   increa.ing    the 

^jTJIoyof     ; 

■ti-Bort  of  the"  committee     .... 

|){  c^"  Enginei-J-s,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 

I,,  /•uthorizin^  the  President  to  appoint  an 
*■  assistant  i<k  the 

ree  ti/yies,  and  passed        ... 

motioi|  of  Mr.  Mar^h,  the  Judiciary 
ommilte^  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
e  expediency  of  altering  the  law  relating 
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:  ^1^  l^ill  to  altef  and  amend  the  law  of,  twice 
i  i ;  lead       -   '^ 

I   j'it^ad  a  third  ame,  and  passed       .         .         . 

CoU<i,'>i  .Manufactories,   Mr.    Hulbert    presented 

'  .,  the  petiti<ui   of  sundry  proprietors  of,  in 

;  J-- Vtassachujetts,    praying    encouragement, 

'  >';  |tc.,  referred 

M^.  Masun  i-resented  similar  petitions  from 

*'k  Jihode  Ib'jind,  referred     .... 

^ylf-  Hopkimjion  presented  petitions  from  the 

'  il^'^^  °^  P'jiladelphia        -         -         -         . 

jji.  King  p'ltitions  from  Massachusetts 

j*/  Moffit  {i^titions  from  New  York  - 

I     iJ*  »■    '^'"S  ^^   same  from  the    District   of 
;     >i:  Maine    -1 

^f|.  Clay  toil  the  same  from  Brandy  wine 

W|.  Bayliesjthe  same  from  Massachusetts  - 

I      ^  .  Wheat<,'a  same  from  MaisachusetUi 

Sill(   SouthajLJ  same  from  New  Jersey 

JiJI^.  Mills  K;,*ne  from  .Massachusetts    - 

■Jrjii.  Law  sa^ie  from  Connecticut 


Pirikne*  same  from  Baltimore      - 
y  Wendover  same  from  sundry  parts  of 
|he  Uniti^  States 

».  Ward  i»ime  from  Massachusetts 
ifi(.   Hamub>nd  same  from  sundry  parts  of 

■|  Ifhe  Unitivl  States 

»Iif.  Cilley  ijjime  from  Exeter  and  Rocking- 
^■i  »iam       -  '       - 

»||fj.  Athert<^  same  from  New  Hampshire  - 
^4ort  of  t^ri  Committee  of  Manuiactures 
f- thereon    t      -         -         -         .         .         . 
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Counsel  to  assist  the  Attorney  (Jeneral,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hanson  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  request  the  President  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  Houiie  a  statement 
of  the  cases  in  which,  has  l»cen  employed  1 108 
a  message,  transmitting  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  i'reasury,  in  reply  .   1254 

Court-House  in  Cincinnati,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, of  Ohio,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  paying  for  the 
destruction     of    the,     by    United     Stales 

troops 753 

(See  Hamilton  county.) 
Courtney,  John  T.  and  Samuel  Harrison,  a  bill 
authorizing  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to,  twice  read  .....    1015 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         ■         .   1364 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         •         .   1366 
Cowan,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  North 

Carolina  presented  the  petition  of  -         .     473 
Coxe,  Dr.  John  Redman,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read       -         -         -         -         .         .         .451 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            ...     690 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     694 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment       1015 

considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         -   1047 

Cranch's  Reports,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of 

Virginia,  the  Judiciary   Committee  were 

instructed   to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  aiding  in  the  publication  of  .         .   1047 

Crawford,  William   and    Frederick    Bales,  a  bill 

for  the  relief  of,  twice  read      -  .  .    1211 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1359 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .  1362 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenU   1432 


considered,  and  concurred  in 
Creighton,  .Mr.,   speech    of,  on   the 

(jeneral's  concern* 
Crosby,  John,  senior   and  junior,  a 
relief  of,  twice  read,  &c. 
reported  with  an  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 


Postmaster 
bill  for  the 


1440 

-  1463 

1303 
1353 
i;J57 


Culpeper,  Mr.,  remark-,  of,  on  Compensation  bill    1 187 


peti- 


on  the  general  appropriation   bill 
on  the  Postmaster  (Jeneral's  alfair!*     - 
Cumberland  Road,  the  Speaker  presented  a 
tion  in  relation  to  the 
a  .Message  from  the   President  concerning 

the 

a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Message 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  WiUoii,  a  committee  wa.i 
appointed   to  requcfcl  certain   inlormalion 
ot  the  President  concerning  the    - 
Cuthbert  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  A.C., 
speech  of,  on   the   Itill  to  authorize  an  addi- 
tional Military  .\cadeiny  -  -     422.  428 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce,  6lc.  -     5o4 

on  the  Bank  bill 1C94 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Post 
Otficc  Establishment 
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Dana  Edmund,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of,  concurred  in       -         ...         - 

Darlington,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution 
relating  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal 
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Dartmoor  Prison,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants, 
amended  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jack- 
•on,  of  Virginia,   a    committee   was  ap- 
pointed to  request  of  the   President  such 
infornintion    as   he  may   deem   proper  to 
communicate  in  relation  to   the   transac- 
tions at  ...... 

a    .Message    in    reply,    with    sundry    docu- 
ments   ....... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Naval  Ccm- 

ciittee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  making  provision  for   the 

seamen,  Ac,  injured  at  ... 

a  bill   placing  certain   persons  wounded  at, 

on  the  Navy  pension  list,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

on   motion  of  Mr.   Parris,  a   committee  was 

appointed    to  request  of  the   President  a 

statement  of  the    number    of  impressed 

•eamen  confined  at         -         -         -         - 

a  Message  containing  the  statement  asked 

for  .--... 

papers  and  documents  relating  to  the  mas- 
sacre at  ..... 

David,  John  T.,  a   bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  committed        .         .         .         .         - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  -  .  .  . 

Decatur,  Stephen,  and    William  Shaler,  a  letter 
from,  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
from  the  same  to  the  Dry  of  Algiers  - 
Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  providing    for  the   publication  of 

the 

twice  read,  and  referred      .         .         -         - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted          

indefinitely  postponed  .  .  -  - 

Defaced  Treasury  Notes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means 
were  instructed  in  relation  to  -         - 

DelafielJ,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     - 
third  reading  refused  .... 

Delino,  Ignace  C,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  repreKenlali>es  of 
twice  read,  Ac.  .         .         .         .         - 

indefinitely  jHistponed         .         .         -         - 
Dennis,  John.     (See  Babbitt,  Jacob.) 
Depredations  by  the  Osa^e   Indians,  on    motion 
of  .Mr.  Easlon  the  Commillec  of  Ways 
and    Means  were   instructed    to   inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  com- 
pensation for  the    -         .         .         .         - 
Desha,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  pro- 
perty lost,  dec.        ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  Ordnance  bill  ... 

Dick,  Samuel,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice       ...--. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         . 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed 

Direct  Tax,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  amount  of,  read 

twice     ...---- 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         - 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      .  .  . 

returned  from  the  Senate  wiih  amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to- 
ft bill  supplementary  to  the  act  laying,  &c, 
read  twice      ....-- 
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Direct  Tax — continued. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

read,  and  referred       ..... 

reported,  and  concurred  in  -         -         - 

Disbanded  Officers,  .Mr.  Uaston  submitted  a  res- 
olution concerning,  which  the  House  re- 
fused to  consider     ..... 

Distilleries,  6cc.,  Mr.  Ross  presented  the  petitions 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on     - 
Mr.   Ward  also  presented  petitions  of  the 
same  character  from  Bot^ton    .         .  - 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the      .... 

a  bill  authorizing  subscription  to  an  edition 

of  the  laws  relating  to  the,  read  twice 

the  third  reading  negatived  ... 

on  motion  of   Mr.  Pickens,   the    Judiciary 

Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

the    expediency  of  preparing  a  code   of 

jurisprudence  for  the       .         -         -         . 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  a  committee  was 

appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 

incorporated  banks  wilhin  the,  dec. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  submitlcd  a  resolution  on 

the  same  subject    -  -         -         .  - 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  incorporating 

a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike 

roads  in.  read  twice  .... 

(See   Turnpike  Road — a  bill  from  the 
Senate.) 
District  Judges,  Mr.  Cold  submitted  a  resolution 
relative  to  the  duties  and  salaries  of 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  J  udiciary  Com- 
mittee   ....... 

a  bill  providing  additional  compensation  to 
the,  of  the  Southern  District  of  N.  York, 
read  twice      ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         '  ^  * 
Dobbins,  Daniel.     (See  Reed,  Rufus.) 
Documents,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  direct- 
ing copies  of  certain,  to  be  transmitted  to 
each  ol  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

read       -         -         

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    - 

Dolph.  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 

and  children  of,  read  twice      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         -         - 
Domestic  (joods,  Mr.  Jennings  preseutcd  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, praying  that  certain  manufactures 
675  of,  in   said    Territory,  may  be  exempted 

from  penalties,  dec,  referred    -         .         - 
.399     Domestic  Manulaclures,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented 
970  a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Phil- 

adelphia, praying  a  repeal  of  the  act  im- 
769  posing  duties  on     --■*." 

1360  Mr.  Sbarpe,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  simi- 

13G2  lar  petition     ------ 

Mr.  Hulbert,  of  MassachusetU,  presented  a 

939  similar  petition 

970     Daorkee[>er.  apiK)intment  of  a  .         -         -         - 
976     Dougherty,  Thomas,  elecUon  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 

1122  House - 

1 136     Drawback  of  Duties,  a  bill  to  allow  a,  on  spirits, 

&c.,  read  twice 

1222     ordered  to  a  third  reading  .    -    -    - 
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ick  of  Diflie§ — continued. 
d  <i  lhird«lime,  and  passed 
urned  frv'm  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ent 


Kc*i8idered,Mnd  concurred  in 
Dur^j  l^iver,  a  bj".!  making  appropriations  for  re- 
.     *,   mjainng  tlt>  road  frono.to  Madiaonville.&c, 
)     i   read  Iwi^r       - 

'^.r4pre<l  to  a  third  reading  .  .  -  - 

Du>5'..Jlhi)maa, -appointment  of,  as  Sergeant-at- 

i:  ^\rm9 

liuMc^tand  Drav^backs,  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
.    tV>  Iretarj  of  ^e  Trea»urjr,  stating  the  amount 

I    ^   |)f  .[ 

llail^jion  Mercltandise,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented 
j2  jo  the   H'fuse  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 

estimate  of 
ng  the  past 


1453 

14.56 
1457 


1373 
1407 
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408 


nS   io  the   H'fuse  a  letter  from  the 

;  ^!  pt'  the  Trtfasury,  containing  an  • 
1^  the  wholti  amount  of,  accruing 
';,Vear       -I      -  -         - 

Dut|w^i>n  Stam|V,  &c.,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
^  |he  act  la|ing,  read  twice 

•'   rjt'wJ  a  third^ime,  and  passed      ... 
Du|Xs\on  Impo<|s  and   Excises,  Mr.  Ward  sub- 
g   initted  a  ij^solution  on  the  subject  of 

'   'vi  ''''*^^  ^o  ^i*'  Committee  on  National  Cur- 

'  >  fency  -  r  - 
^.  luotion  (/<  Mr.  Pitkin,  a  committee  was 
i".  f  ppointedtlo  request  of  the  President  in- 
3  fjrmationtjoncrr/nng  certain  -  -  - 
^,  jlessage  Irjiii  the  President,  with  a  report 
^m-.  .^rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  reply 


.    *■»  ',n  th( 


1. 


E. 


report 


and;John  Keen,  an  adverse 
the  petition  of,  aijreed  to    - 
Eu«^ii||i,  Jonathan  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
i*,  P*ice      -   •      . 

^^X'i^red  toafhird  reading  -         -         .         . 

^iM  a  third  ^ime,  and  passed      ... 

from  t4e  Senate  of  the  same  tenor 

^ufus,  a^delegate  from   .Missouri   Terri- 

Jry,  was  #>|Ualitied,  Ac.  -  -  -  - 

tiarksof,  0(1  his  resolution  respecting  rights 

U  pre-em|Uion         ..... 

cerning  tjertain  Western  lands 

2<:ch  of,  01^  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce, 

E.C.  -   'i 


tiidlie  bill  cincerning  military  service 
£(ishk>ii|Sarab.  a*d  Dorothy  Sturer,  a  bill  for  the 
,'     i  ielief  of,  r#ad  twice,  and  committed 
(     ^rjKrress  ri  purled,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re- 

Weldofi   N.,  of  North  Carolina,  was 
ualitied,  -.cc.  .  -  .  .  . 

ville,  liliijois  Territory,  on  motion  of  .Mr. 
tephinsoti,    the    Committee    on    Public 
ands  weit)  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
pediencf  of  establishing  a  land  ofGce  at 
fcciiri^s,  appoiirtment  of  the  standing  Commit- 

]    •  f  e  of  -  ;   - 

}     r^^eral  report  of  the  said  committee  - 
Eoti**? iLewis,  a^ii   William  Zeigier,   Mr.  Hop- 

j     '•. >  inson  prisented  the  petition  of,  on  the 

}       jAibject  of  ,p'as  light,  referred    -         .         - 

E|tinn*tl'!*.   a   leHJer  from    the   Secretary   of  the 

^  f  r(>aiiury,Swith  certain    .  -  -  - 

E|(p«Uiiture8  an{J  application  of  Moneys  for  the 

jl  A  .?  rhlitary  Ul-partment,  a  report  on  the  sub- 


731 

738 
746 

'HO 

1109 

lOO'J 
1402 

393 

389 
392 
393 

591 

.381 

I 

385  1 
397! 

546  ' 
992 


I 
1207  I 

1358 

917 

1380 

376 
744 

975 
450 


Expeosofi  of  the  Militia  incurred  by  State  gov* 
ernments;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  a 
select  committee  was   appointed    on  the 

subject  of 

a  bill  concerning  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 

mitted 

a  report  on  sundry  claims  for,  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  War  - 
Mr.  Mills  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 
modified  and  agreed  to       -         -         .         • 
Expenses  of  the   Army  and  Militia  during  the 
years  IH14  and    1815,  a  bill  making  ad- 
ditional appropriations  to  defray  the,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .... 

reported   with   an   amendment  striking  out 
the  yoars,  and  inserting  "  during  the  late 
war,"  read  three  times  thus  amended,  and 
passed  ....... 

returned    from    the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  in  - 
Expenses  of  Public   Buildings,  .Mr.  Jewett  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  asking   a  minute  de- 
tail of  the       ...... 

agreed  to,   and  a  committee   appointed  to 

present  the  same  ta  the  Presid«  nt  - 
message,  with  a  statement  in  reply     - 
Expenses  of  the    United   States  Courts,  on  mo- 
tion  of  Mr.   Marsh  the   Secretary  of  the 
Treasury   was  directed    to    lay  before  the 
Houae    a    statement    of   the,    in    certain 

States 

report  in  reply    ---... 
Exportation  of  Cold  and  Silver  Coin,  Mr.  Hop. 
kinson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Philadelphia,   praying  a  law 
to  prohibit  the,  referred  -  .  .  . 

Extra  Compensation,  a  resolution  granting,  to 
the  otficers  and  servants  of  the  House,  on 
motion  of  .Mr.  Nt-lson,  passed 
Extra  duties  on  foreign  vessels,  Mr.  Bradbury 
presented  thi>  [>etition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants, 6lc.,  of  Portland,  preying  the  im- 
position of,  referred         -         .         .  . 
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FaUe 


-t  -- 

^^e  in  relation  to  the  Navy>p4;partment  - 


% 


cl  of  the- 


45U 

1376 


Invoices,   on   motion  of    Mr.    Wendover 
the  Conimittce  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures   were  in.-tructed  to   inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  more 
effectually  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
Fanning,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Farish,  Thomas  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  committed       .         -         .         .         . 
reported   with  an  amendment     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasj>ed     ... 
Farrar,  Thomas,  and   others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 
twice  read,  dec.       -          -          -          .          . 
reported  with  an  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  t:iue,  and  passed      ... 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown, 
report  on  the  petition  of  the    ... 
Farrow,  Pharoah,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            ... 
redd  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Female    Orphan    .^sylum   of   Washington,   Mr. 
Forsyth  submitted  a  resoluuon  concerning 
the 
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Field  Officers  of  Militia,  a  bili  from  the  Senate 

concerning     ...  -         - 

twice  read  ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Finances,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  the     .         -         -         -         . 

documents  transmitted  to    Congress  on  the 

subject  of  the  ..... 

Flood,  William,  a  bill   for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  committed       ..... 

reported  with  an  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Forbes,  John   M.,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  [>etition  ol,  referred 
a  bill  for  relief  of  twic«  read,  and  committed   1 127 
Foreign    Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on        -         ....         . 

Foreign  Coins,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Webster  the 
Committee   on   National   Currency  were 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  concerning 
a  bill,  in    pursuance,   to   regulate   the   cur- 
rency of,  twice  read  .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Foreign  Debt,  statement  of  the  ... 

Forfeited    Lands,   on    motion  of  Mr.    Jennings 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire    into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain    - 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read     -  -  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Forfeitures,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  petition  of  nundry  merchants, 
praying  remission  of       -  -  -  - 

Forney,  D.  M.,  of  N.  Carolina,  was  qualified,  du:.    357 
speech  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct 

of  the  Postmaster  (iereral       ...    1464 
Forsyth,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on   the  bill  concerning 

an  additional  military  academy        -         -     428 
remarks  of,  on  the  number  of  cadets  -          -     418 
on  the  bill  lu  regulate  commerce        155,  457,  462 
speech  of,  on   .Mr.  Caston's  motion  to  post- 
pone indefinitely 473 

reniflrks   of,  on   his   motion  to  postpone  in- 
definitely the   Senate   biil  on    the   same 

subject 593,  594 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes  -         -     605 
speech  oi,  on   the  passage  of  the  Commer- 
cial bill 652 

remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Randolph's  resolution 

respecting  General  P.  B.  Porter      -         -     942 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  R.    -         -         -     945 
speech  of,  on  the  United  Slates  Bank  bill  -   1139 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy    1370 
Fractional  Sections  of  Public  Lands,  the  Speak- 
er presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Mi8«isitippi   Territory,  praying  a 
subdivision  of,  referred    -         -         -         - 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  - 
Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  -         -         -         -         - 
Frontier  of  Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  (Jaston  pre- 
sented   a  petition   of  the   Legislature    of 
said    'I'erritory,    respecting   forts    erected 
along  the,  referred  .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the  petitioners,  &.C.,  read 
twice,  and  committed     -         -         -         . 
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Page. 
Fulton,  Robert,  a  bill  from   the  Senate,  for  the 

benefit  of  the  widow  and  children  of  -  1346 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  .  .  .  1350 
reported  with  amendments  ...  1411 
indefinitely  postponed  ....   1439 

Funded  and  Floating  Debt,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cady  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  what  additions,  if  any, 
have  been  made  to  the,  since  the  30tb  of 

September  last 957 

report  and  statement  in  reply     ...  1123 
copy  of  the  report  in  full    ....  1697 
Further  Appropriations,  a  bill  from   the  Senate 
making,  for  the   year    1816,   read    three 
times,  and  passed  .....   1465 


Gaston,  .Mr.,  of  North    Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    .....     375 
remarks    of,  on  the  Congressional  reserva- 
tions       394 

speech  of,  on  the  commercial  convention  456,466 
speech  of,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  489 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

on  Standing  Rules,  <&.c.  -         .  .  .     699 

speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  direct  tax  -  871 
remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to 

postpone 1135 

speech  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill     1146 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill           •    1187 
Gelston,   David,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     -   1278 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table             ...   1412 
General  Court  of  Indiana  Territory,  on   motion 
of  Mr.  .McLean,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed    to   inquire   what  amend- 
ments were  necessary  in  the  act  regula- 
ting the 385 

General  Land  Office,  letters  from  the  Commis- 
sioners, on  various  subjects,  referred  to 
the  Coraraitlec  on  Public  Lands      -      396,  459 

719,  857 
on   motion   of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the,  was  directed   to    report   a 
statement  of  the  lands  to  which  rights  of 
pre-emption  have  been  granted        -         -     958 
report  of  that  officer  in  reply      ...     979 
General  Staff  of  the  Army,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War   on   the  subject,  and  a  bill  , 
for  organizing  the,  twice  read  -         -  1  898 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -   1236 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  -  1237 
reported  with  amendment;*,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1239 

read  a  iHird  time,  and  passed     ...    1250 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments   1410 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         .         .   1411 
Georgia,  on  motion   of  -Mr.    Forsyth,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and   Manufactures 
were  instructed  to   inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency   of  granting    the    assent  oi  Con- 
gress to  a  certain  act  of  the  Slate  of         -   1068 
Georgia  and   South  Carolina,  on  motion  oi  Mr. 
Wilde  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  lor  a  more  convenient  arrange- 
ment of  the  times  and  places  of  holding 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Stales  in   1047 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read     -         -         -   1051 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ...  1353 
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Ccr^jriAnn,  Mr;  Hulbcrt  presenteJ  a  petition  of, 
•   preferred   ?-....- 

I'  Wibill  autli)rizing  payment  to,  &c.,  twice 
,  freail.  ani>  committed       .... 

>     jPctlnmittee  ^jitchnrgcd  .... 

Ghiji  ,n,   Mr.,   M"  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  refer- 

.     3   tring  a  su^iject  connected  with  the  militia 

;     ilHjeech  of,  i^o  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 
(5i»^#w,  Hughi  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali6ed, 
m  }and  tuukj^his  seat    -  -  -  .  . 

Qol2,.^r.  remains  of,  on  his  resolution  concern- 

c     i*  *,ing  the  fj'nitcd  States  district  judges 
^Sgcech  of,  ^n  the  motion  to  postpone  inde- 

:     '*Ifiniteiy  t£e  Commercial  bill     ... 

:    ^iSrnarks  of,»on  the  motion  to  reject  the  8en- 

•     #,  4ate  bill  cli  that  subject    .... 

i     V^JJeech  of,  ^n   the  bill  to  regulate   the  tariff  1321 

k»o!?Aiiorough,  tTharles,  of  .Maryland,  was  quali- 

vjljed.  A.C.J 383 

l^^arks  of^  on    the    resolution   concerning 
;il  rlrartic  in  fclaves        .....   1117 
^r^n^rks  of.«on  United  States  Bank  bill  1119,  1123 
^..imarks  oflon  the  Direct  Tax  bill       .  -    1136 

(io^<|iilhs,  t^il^Jersmiths.  Ac,  Mr.  Sergeant  pre- 
■^  -isented  aV>etition  of  the,  of  Philadelphia, 
I   Spraying  j^epeal  of  the  act  imposing  duties 

0  *on  gold  ^nd  silver  plate,  «5tc.,  referred     -     458 
'^ resolution  to   that  effect,   from   and  afler 

.•''    the  iHthJApril  next,  agreed  to,  and  a  bill 

1  r^o'^^^''^^ -r  P"'^*"*"'^^      ....     803 

Go^S   Wares,. and  Merchandise,  a  bill  to  con- 
^  ,'^*tinue  in  force  the  act  imposing  additional 
"  .',dulics  of;,  twice  read,  and  committed       -     694 
\     "Abated  in  iUommittee  of  the   Whole         734,737 
;       <t''^dered  lo^  third  reading  .         .         .     738 

fidd  a  thirj  tune,  and   passed      -  -  •     738 

jT^turned  fiir)m  the  St-ndtewith  amendments, 
•^  and  concurred  in    -         -         -         -         .     817 
OortjJGoverno)^  of  Upper  Canada,  on  motion  of 
;jMr.    Lowndes    the   Committee   of   Ways 
i,  and    Mij^ns    were  instructed   to    inquire 
^  ;>!  into   th«   expediency  of  exempting    from 
i?     ;  5  duty  th/carriage  of         ....    1189 
i>   r-JMcluded  i,^  the  bill  remitting  duties  to  Har- 

;    I  ^  vard  Copege 

Covriainent,  a  otil  making  appropriations  for  the 
;.  *  support  i)f,  lor  1816,  twice  read  and  com- 

'*.  i\  milted    ] 

J^u'ported  w^th  amendments         ... 
-■■*(Jrdered  to«a  third  reading  -         .  . 

til-ad  a  thiid  time,  and  passed     ... 


1291 


1210 
1308 
1312 
1314 


.*l|;turned  ii-otn  the  Senate  with  amendments   1359 

'"•jiad  and  iDmmitted 1360 

'--'jfeported  disagreement,   and  the  Senate  re- 

■  (  ceded     i 1363 

Governors  of  *Stites,   Mr.   Hassett    submitted  a 
resolution    to   amend  the  standing   rules 
I       ij  and  ord 'rs,  80  as  to  admit,  within  the  Hall   1030 
•*|mendfd  end  agreed  to        ....    i046 
.Grtfii,  of  LanS   to  General   Jackson   by  the  In- 
?i    dians,  aS  me.-sage  from  the  President,  re- 
\*   commPi'fding  confirmation  of  the,  referred     719 
:  %■       {Hee  T/aelutm,  f^fneral  Andrew.) 
jQri^on's    Digest  of  the    Laws  of  the  United 
;   .    M   States,  ^n   motion    of  Mr.   Newton,   the 
V  t    Clerk  dt  the   House  was  directed  to 
♦  I    euro  twenty -fi»e  copies  of,  for   the  u 

the  HoMse  and  its  committees         -         -591 


pro- 
use  of 


P»ge. 
GrlfTm,  Isaac,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified,  Ac.  384 
Grosvenor,  Thomas  P.,  of  New  York,  was  qual- 
ified, Ac. 387 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  con- 
cerning P.  B.  Porter       ....  J)4B 
remarks   of,  on   the  Canadian   Refugee  bill  1006 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill    1159,  1180 
remarks  of,  on    the  United  States  Bank  bill  1205 

1213 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  aboTe 1338 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster     -         -  1340 
speech  of,  on  the   bill   for  the   collection   of 

revenue          -         -         .          1390,  1.391,  148* 
remarks  of,  on   the  inquiry  into  the  Post- 
master General's  accounts       -           1460,  1463 
Guy,  Matthew.     (See  Stewart,  Joseph.) 

H. 

Habeas  Corpus,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilde,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire, Ac  concerning  the  more  effectual 
awarding,  granting,  Ac.  writs  of  -  -  385 
Hale,  William,  of  New  Hamp!>hire,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 674 

Hall,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill      -         -   1205 
remarks  of,  on  the  inquiry    concerning   the 
Postmaster  (Jeneral         ....   1464 
Hallowell,  Edward,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 

relief  of,  twice  read  ....  651 
ordered  to  a    third  reading  -  •  •    1290 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         .         .    1295 
Hamilton,  Eli/.abeth,  Mr.  Gold  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .....     675 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       -         -         -    1056 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -    1366 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...    1376 
Hamilton  County  Court-House,  Ohio,  a  bill  au- 
thorizing payment    for  the  destruction  of, 
twice  react,  and  committed       ...    1195 
reported  with  an  amendment      -  -         -    13.53 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  •  1367 
returned  from  the  Senute  wilh  amendments  1420 
considered,  and  concurred  in        -  -  .    1431 

Hamon,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of   twice  read, 

and  committed  .....  679 
reported  wilh  an  amendment  ...  1350 
read  a  third  time,  and  parsed       -  -         -   1357 

Hampden,  in  Maine,  a  bill  tor  relief  of  certain 
owners   of  goods  entered   at,  twice   read, 
and  committed         .....    1130 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third   reading 1364 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -          •         -   1358 
Hanson,  Alexander  (.'.,  of  Maryland,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac 413 

speech  of  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate 

bill  concerning  the  convention         -         -     G05 
speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill         -         -     909 
Hanson,  ('harles  W.     (See  Ridgely,  Richard.) 
Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  was   qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 383 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce, 

Ac. 543 

remarks  of,  on  the  rejK)rt  of  a  Revenue  sys- 
tem          724 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  for  the  Committee 
to  rise    -..-.. 


speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill 


-     729 
747.  1136 
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Hardin,  Benjamin — continued.  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  spirits,  Ac.    1224 
remarks  of,  recommending  Kentucky  whis- 
key instead  of  claret        ....   1284 
remarks  of  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Bank  bill            •         -         -         -     '    .   1340 
Harrison,  Samuel.     (See  Courtney,  John  T.) 
Harrison,  General  William  H.,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  the  memorial  of,  referred 
to  the  Committee   on   Military  Expendi- 
tures        1196 

committee  discharged,  and  memorial  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  War    -         -         .   1456 
Harvard  College,  Mr.  Ward  presented    the  peti- 
tion of  the,  referred  ....     765 

a  bill  to  remit  certain  duties  to,  twice   read   1149 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         -         •         .   1290 
amended  by  including  the  carriage  of  Gov- 
ernor Gore     ......   1291 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...    1295 
Has  well,   N.   B.     (See    t'eatlee,  John   H.,  and 

others.) 
Hatters  of  Boston,  .Mr.  Ward  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the,  referred  ....     678 

Mr.  Pilkin  also  presented  a  similar   petition 
from  Connecticut   .        -         .        .         .     679 
Helmbold,  George,  Mr.  Sergeant   presented   the 

petition  of 1030 

Hinds,  .Major.     (See  yixon,  Lieut.  CohneL) 
Hodge,.George.     (See  Harry,  Edward.) 
Hulkar,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1263 
twice  read,  and  referred       ....    1274 
rei>»rted  without  amendment      ...   1249 
read  a  third  tunc,  and  passed       -         -         -  1454 
Hopkinson,  .Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Commercial 

bill 485 

B(>eccb  of,  an  the  question   of  final  passage 
of  the  same     ......     639 

speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill         -         -     792 
speech  of,  on  the  United  Slates  Bank  bill    -   1095 
remarks  of,  on  the  traflic  in   slaves   in    the 

District  of  Columbia        -         -         -         -  1117 

remarks  of.  on  the  Compensation  bill  -   1186 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  lor  collection  of  rev- 
enue        1383,  1400 

Home,  James  and  Joshua,  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in  ...     431 

Hornet,  Sloop-of-war.  a  bill   to  reward  the   offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the,  twice  read        -  -     443 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed       .          -  -     966 
Horses  lost,  Ac,  .Mr.  Hardin  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  l^egislature  of  Kentucky,  rela- 
tive to  compensation  for,  laid  on  the  table     514 
Hour  of  Meeting,  .Mr.  Condicl  submitted  a  reso- 
lution lo change  the          ....    1090 

considered,  and  disagreed  to        -         -         -  1220 
another  motion  to  change  the,  to  ten  o'clock, 

agreed  to         -----  -    1286 

House  of  Representatives,  list  of  members  present 

at  the  opening  of  the       ....     373 

Household  Furniture,  Ac,  a   bill   to   repeal   the 

duties  on,  twice  read        ....   1188 

ordered  to  a  third  reaihi.g  -  -  -  .    1234 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •         •         -   1236 
Houstoun,  James  E.,  Mr.  Telfair  presented    the 

petition  of 1 114 

Uuger,  Benjamin,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 381 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  rejecting  the  claim 
of  A.  Montgomery  ....     415 

I 


Huger,  Benjamin — continued.  Page, 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce  -     672 
remarks  of,  on  the  revenue  report        -         -     676 
speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  concern- 
ing the  remains  of  the  late  General  Wash- 
ington     1007 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Root  -         -  1010 

speech  of,  on  the  retolution  concerning  un- 
settled balances       .....   1063 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Condict       -         .   1070 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill    -  1159,  1180 
on  the  bill  lo  regulate  the  tariff  -         -  1262, 1274 

Huie,  Captain  John,  of  the  New  York  militia, 
and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  Ac,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing,  on  the  pension  list  -  -  -  652 
Hulbert,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the   bill  to  establish 

an  additional  Military  Academy       -         -     424 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  King,  of  Mass*- 
chuselU 443 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Canadian 
refugees  ......     999 

remarks  of.  on   the  bill   for  organizing   the 
General  Staff,  Ac.  ....   1235 

remarks  of,  on  the  tariff     -         -         -  1237, 1271 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  Bank  bill  ....  1339, 1343 

Hull,  Jabez,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -         -     389 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -     394 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     393 

I. 

Illinois  Territory,  Mr.  Stevenson  presented  n  pe- 
tition of  the  Legislature  of,  relative  to  the 
judicial  system  of  said  Territory,  referred 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  regulating  and 
defining  the  duties  of  the  judges  of,  twice 
read        ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pas^^ed      ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
considered,  and  disagreed  lo        -         «         - 
a  bill  making  further  provision   for  settling 
claims  to  land  in,  twice  read    -         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 

table -         - 

taken  up,  read  again,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an   amend- 
ment     ..-...- 
considered,  and  concurred  in       -         -         - 
Mr   Stephenson  presented  another  petition 
of  the  Legislature  of.  praying  an  abridge- 
ment of  the  powers  of  the  Governors,  re- 
ferred    ..----- 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient  concurred  in     - 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making 
a  road  in,  twice  read       .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Illinois  and  .Missouri  Territories,  a  bill  lo  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the 
public  lands  for  the,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         - 
read  a  third  time  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         •         - 
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liPjj>yr*ed  Salt,  ^  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
•,  •  -i  jirapoBinp  additional  duties  on,  Ac,  twice 

ji-jUrcad       -: 

I   j  -Jjldered  to  ^  third  reading  .... 
I  •  ;Had  a  thir-J  time,  and  pa9«ed 
fie{^>UAS  and  Ti^innge,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  du. 
}  .  ^t  Ities  on,  twice  read  .... 

I        ajdered   to^n  third   reading  ... 

I       y%^^  ^  th"'^  time,  and  passed      -         .  . 

y.^    J fclurned  fr'jin  the  Senate,  witJi  amendmenta   1410 
^•nBidered'and  concurred  in       -         -         •   1438 
tide  fi|nification,  <kc.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for, 
;        i  J  of  certaip  claimants  to  land  in  Mississip- 
|i  |l pi.  IwiceVead,  and  referred      -         -         -   11 
If  ■  ported  w^^hout  amendment,  and  commit- 
)  ted 

.  _  .L  ■  ^^j  ordered  to 


i 


jr^ported  wjh   amendments, 
?f    a  third  ruidin? 


694 
738 
734 

1201 
1349 
1352 


93 

1248 


■  Vifad  a  itiiri|  time,  anJ  pas«eil  as  amended  • 
Indi^l^  Affairs,  %n  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the 
J  rjjCommittte  on  Public  Expenditures  were 
i;  if  jin«lructe«i.  to  inquire  into  the  ptate  of  the 
(tt  i  JaccounU,;:onnected  with  the  supenntend- 
'■  ^  ency  of,  .4n  Indiana  -  -  .  . 
tn  Depredai^ons,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
i    meinona^  of  the  Legislature  oj  Missiasippi 

i- i  ;'.  jTerrilori^  relating  to       -         -         .  . 

n%!»«ria  Terruo»y,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a 
;  w.  'committiy;  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
♦     &  :the  eipejicncy  of  changing  the  western 

I     «  {limit  of  ; 

'  %f  adverse  veport  thereon  -  .  .  - 
I  j5^fr,  J.  also  liresen ted  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
I  il"  jgislature^of,  praying  that  said  Territory 
^     C    may  be  ejected  into  an  independent  State, 


1375 
1377 


427 


863 


388 
691 


408 


(Sec,  referred 

Jbill  to  adfciit,  into  the  Union,  &c.,   twice 
read       •*..--.. 
udered  to  -4  third  readini^  .... 
Qad  a  thin]  time,  and  passed     ... 
IJnturncd  fr^m  the  Senate,  with  amcndmenta  1367 
jnsidercd.-.and  concurred  in       -         .         .   1373 
j  adverse  |i{)ort  on  the   petition  of  the  Lc- 
y    gibla\ur(^  concerning  a  salt  spring  there- 

*  in,  concLtred  in      

cers  and   Soldiers,  a  bill  for  re. 
ice  read    -         -         -  .         . 

_  third  reading  .... 
||(fad  a  thir<».'  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
"  i  table      -- 

fti,  Mr.,  s{i;;ech  of,  on  the  Tariff  1239, 

ctors,  .Vleajurers,  &c.,  a  bill  to  increase  the 

^compensation  of,  twice  read     -         .  . 

4  idered  to  ^  third  reading  .... 
'*|(ad  a  thir(}  time,  and  passed  ... 
Wi,t,  on  m(4ion  of  Mr.  Uaston,  the  Military 
;5  >  Commitl|^e  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

•  the  expediency  of  allowing,  to  the  militia, 

#  and  privates  in  the  army,  <Scc.,  in  certain 
cases      -r        .  .  -         -  .         . 


.1    in,  concLyr 
Infill.  &c.,  Oi\,p 

j     %iirdered  to  % 


459 
1299 
1300 


803 

392 

-113 

413 
1271 

1344 
1353 
1357 


;»  report,  th^t  it  would  be  inexpedient 
Aj,!  motion  "f  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
"  ^Srcretar;!"  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
.  whelher,f«a8  paid  on   bills  drawn' on  the 

.\V  ar  Department 

^  wport  of  si^Jd  Secretary      .... 

^fi*!^')  Hcnsion^,  a  ■wupplementary  report  from 

t,J  _  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of, 

■  ij  '.  referred 


694 
1068 


12.36 
12J9 


1212 
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Invalid  Pensions — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  to  increase,  in  certain  cases,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed     *         •         .         .1214 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  1356 
rea4  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1414 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1465 
considered,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -   1466 

Irving,  William,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  Ac.      730 

Irwin,  Jared,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified,  Ac.     376 


387 

661 

963 

1176 


481 


MiYi 
1407 


Jackson,  John  G.,  of  Va..  was  qualified,  Ac. 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 

speech  of,  on  the  revenue Teport 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 

remarks  of,  on  the  Post  Office  Establishment  1311 
Jackson,  General   Andrew,  report  on  the   Mev 
•age  recommending  confirmation   of  the 
Indian  donation  of  land  to,  committed     .   1277 

a  bill  to  confirm  the  grant  therein  mention- 
ed to,  which  the  House  refuted  to  consider  1378 

indefinitely  postponed         ....   1454 

Jail  and  Court-House,  in  Alexandria,  .Mr.  Lewis 

presented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabit* 

ants  of  said  city,  praying  the  erection  of 

a,  referreii       ...... 

a  bill  to  enable  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  mentioned, 
twice  read      ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
James  Kiver,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  a  com* 
mittec  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  the  assent  of  Con. 
gress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Virginia,  incorporating  a  company  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  the,  Ac. 

a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  there- 
to, twice  road  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  a  delegate  from  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, was  qualified,  Ac. 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
lating to  settlers  of  public  land:) 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  inquire  into  the 
accounts  of  the  Saperintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs  ...... 

Jewctt,  James,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  discharge 
of,  from  imprisonment,  twice  read    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

disagreed  to  by  the  Senate 
Jewett,  Mr.*,  speech  of,  on  the  United  Statea  Bank 

bill 

Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac. 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 
Johnson,  R.  M.,  of  Kentucky,  speech  of,  on  the 
bill    to    authorize  payment   for    property 
lost,  Ac.  ...... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  support  of  infirm, 
Ac,  officers  of  the  RevDJutinn 

speech  of,  on  the  additional  Military  Academy 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  .Messrs.  King  and  Hul. 
bert 

speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill 

speech  of,  on  the  Ordnance  bill  . 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  military 
services  ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill     1127,  1158, 

lie? 

speech  of,  on  Post  Office  inveatigatiou         .  1450 
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Johnson,  R.  M. — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  on  the  General  Staff         .  .    1234 

remarks  o(,  on   the  General   Appropriation 

bill         ...... 

Jonea,  Guernsey  and  Co..  and  others,  Mr.  Lang 

don  presented  the  petition  of  - 
Jones,  Thomas  Ap  Catesby,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 
twice  r«ad,    and    referred  ... 

reported  with  an  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passnl 
Jones,  Russell.     (See  iV«J»/<•^  John  H.) 
Judicial  System,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Sergeant,  the 
Judiciary   Committee  were   instructed   to 
inquire,  Ac,  concerning  the,  of  the  Uni. 
ted  States       ...... 

a  bill  further  to  extend  the,  twice  read 
indefinitely  }>08tpontd  .... 

Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  sUnding  commit- 
tee on  the       --.... 

Jurisprudence,  a  bill  authorising  the  Judge  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  prepare   a  code  of,  for  said    District, 
twice  reaii       --.... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from    the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment     --..... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         - 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a   bill  to  establish   a  land  district  in 

Illinois  Territory,   east  of  the  district  of, 

twice  read      --.-.. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Kauffell.  John,  and    Michael   Hcngst,  report  on 

the  petition  of,  committed 
Keeler.  Ebenezer,  and  John  Francis,  on  motion 
of  .Mr.  Root,  the  Committee  of  W.iy8  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  discharging,  from  imprison, 
menl      ....... 

a  bill  directing  the  discharge  of,  twice  read    1149 
ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  ....   1290 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...   1295 
Kemp,  Thomas,  ad\er8e  report  on  the  petition  of  1196 
Kent,  Moses,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  Ac.  -     384 
Kentucky  Abolition  Society,  Mr.  Clark  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the,  referred         .         .451 
adverse  report  concurred  in         -         -         .691 
Kerr,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac         -     375 
Kidd,  Robert,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read         -    1149 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...   1290 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      -         -         -   1295 
Kidder,  Samuel,  junior,  Mr.   Stearns  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ...     678 

King,  WiUiam  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qua|. 

ified,  and  took  his  seat    -  -  -  .     375 

King,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

concurred  in  .....     393 

King,  Mr.,  of  .Massachusetts,  speech   of,  on  the 

Military   Academy  ....     438 

remarks  of,  on  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy ..--...     454 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce      538 
on  the  motion  »o  repeal  the  direct  tax         .     804 
on  his  resolution  concerning  commercial  re- 
strictions         877 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Burwell      ....     880 
on  the  report  of  the  conferees  on  the  Con- 
vention bill 1049 

on  the  Compensation  bill  ....  1184 

14tli  Co.N.  1st  Sess.— 63 
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1401 
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918 


King,  Charles,  letter  from,  to  .Mr.  Adams,  on  the 
Dartmoor  affair      •         -         .         .         . 
Kitchell,  .\sa.     (See  Dick,  Samuel.) 
Knoiville,  Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorizing the  sale  of  a   lot  of  ground  in, 
the  property  of  the  United  States    - 
read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         -         . 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Kurtz,  Andrew,  a  bill  authorizing  and  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  pat- 
ent to,  twice  read  .         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         .         . 

L. 

Lambert,  William,  a  letter  from,  with  abstracts 

of  his  calculations  relative  to  the  longitude 

of  the  Capitol  .         .         .         -         . 

referred  to  a  select  committee     .         -         . 

(See  Longitude,  4-c.) 

Land  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  establishing 

one    for   the    district   east  of  Mississippi 

river  and  Island  of  New  Orleans     - 

twice  read  ...... 

indefinitely  postponed         .         .         .         . 

on  motion  of  .Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed   to  inquire 
into    the  expediency   of  establishing,   at 
Arkansas  and  Jackson    -         -         .         . 
inexpediency  reported,  and  concurred  in     - 
Land  Titles,  on    motion  of  the  same,  the  same 
committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther alterations  were  necessary  in  the  law 
ratifying,    in    Mississippi   Territory    and 
State  of  Louisiana  .... 

Mr.  Easton  also  presented  sundry  resolutions 

of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  Territory, 

on  the  subject  of.  referred        ... 

a  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of,  iu  Louisi. 

[  ana,  twice  read       ..... 

indefinitely  postponed  .... 

Land    Warrants,   on    motion  of  .Mr.    Cady,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  instruct. 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ceiving, in  payment  of  lands,  Ac.    . 
report  of  inexpediency  concurred  in     . 
Lattimore,  William,  a  delegate  from  Mississippi 
Territory,  was  qualified,  Ac.  ... 

Law,  .\ndrew,  a  bill  to  extend  the  patent  grant- 
ed to,  twice  read     ..... 

committee  discharged  .... 

Lawrence,  William   P.,  Mr.  Cannon  presented 
the  petition  of        -         -         -         -         - 

an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Lawrence,   Lieutenant  Colonel  William,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of    - 
read  twice,  and  referred      .... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Lawrence,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read       ...... 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ross,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  House  what  has 
been  done  under  the  act  authorizing  a 
subscription  to  the,  Ac.  -         -         .         . 
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in 

motion 


cd  States — continued. 
ijol)edi«'nce  thereto    - 
(J'  Mr.  Pickering,  the  Clerk  of  the 


Page. 
421 


'^  fHouse  wis  directed  to  purchase  five  copies 
IZ  'of  the    -* 

Tjiei;^' Vin 


611 


I 


.y:  'instructicfg     the    Committee    on    Pubhc 
;V  jLands   trt  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
{      Jr^'gula'iriij  by  Jaw  the  leasing  and  work- 
*f,-  ting  of  tlap  public,  in  Missouri 
1  ^.Tpdified,  aj  (1  agreed  to       -  -  - 

,  Mfr.  Eastor*  also  presented  a  resolution  of 
^  ifif  Ithe  Legislature  of  said  Territory  on  the 
Isame  sufject,  referred  to  the  same  com- 
fmittee  ->}--.-.. 
*'4k)A  motion  ^f  the  same,  the  Secretary  of  the 
r  .!  iTreasury^was  directed  to  report,  at  the 
i)'i  jnext  se8;xon,  all  the  information  he  can 
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950 


1431 
1437 


-   1783 


;  ^  jobtain  revjlive  to  certain  ...    1380 

Ley^i^urrency.J  a  bill  to  provide  for  collecting 
>^  flhe  reveille  in,  read  twice,  and  committed    1361 
i*JrJport  ther(iin  discussed  and  recommitted  -    1413 
t^hJered  to  ]  third  reading  .... 

*  jrilad  a  thir(|  time,  and  rejected  - 
L<>v«ry,   British iihip-of-war,  documents  relating 

I  to    the    (Jipiure    ot    the,    by    the    United 
/^  f  States  frylgate  Constitution 
Lt^tjii.  James,  t   bill  authorizing   payment  of  a 

•  1  }sum  of  nf.mey  to,  twice  read,  and  referred     768 
''V^ported  without  amendment      ...    1360 

T<|ad  a  thin^  time,  and  passed       ...    1362 
Lev^.p'riah  P.,  Mr.  Milnor  presented  the  pcti- 

/  .tion  of  -• 1138 

heri  Jourt  of  Alexandria  county,  D.  C.     (See 

M  Jail  andifCourt-house,  i\c.) 
tie\S  v'ourt  of  Washington  county,  D.  C,  a  bill 
,  M  to  anieni4  the  act  conferring  certain  pow- 
■  V  ers  on  tl^-,  twice  read,  &c.  ... 
L.e\^.<|  Moses,  |  bill  directing  the  discharge  of 
;      :4  {from  coniinement,  twice  read 

jcidered  to  rj  third  reading 


Vf"^  *  lhiri»  time,  and  passed 
Lil^ai  lan  of  Congress,  on    motion 
;  -   I    syth,   th<    Library    Committ 
«'  ;•  Islructedlto  inquire   into  tht 
J  :    «*  of  incren'jing  the  salary  of  tl 


803 

1149 
1294 
1295 


motion  of  Mr.   For- 

tee   were    in- 

e  expediency 

the 

bill  from  ?hc  Senate  to  establish  the  salary 

iof  the    -f 

rice  ready  Ac.  ..... 

^ibil  y,  a  bill  ffom  the  Senate  concerning  the  - 
-  ad  twicej. 

Pdered  loii  third  reading  ... 

ad  a  thirjS  time,  and  passed      ... 
{L<ici«i>es  to  Rci,^ilers,  u  bill  for  reducing  the  du- 


J 


1 1  tii^  on,  Swice  r 

;^  twdered  toji  third  reading  .... 
1^  4trad  a  thiii  time,  and  passed  ... 
LiAlHouses,  ^Ir.  Robertson  presented  the  pe- 
i    ^  '  tition   o*   the    Legislature   of   Louisiana, 


jl  •  praying 

■4 


the  establishment  of  one  at  the 


1  mouth  uj  the  Mississippi 


|tfbill  lor  th^'  building 
it  ive  placr's  therein 
.4  ?  and  ref('£red  - 


i      J-i^ported  with  amendments 
f      *^ad  a  thiril  time,  and  piissed 


I 

^qX  lation 

;      mi  twice  rejid 

»     •■read  a  thirS  time,  an 

■      Jf^iiolher  bii>  for  the,  t 


g  of  three,  at  the  respect 
mentioned,  read  twice 


of  ^certain 


Claims,  a  bill  for  the 


d  passed 
twice  read,  &.C. 
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Page. 
Little  Gull   Island,  on  motion   of  Mr.  Lowndes 
the  Cooimittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  preserving, 
from   the  encroachments  of  the  sea         -   1394 
Loans,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before 
the  House  a  statement  of  all,  made  since 
first    March,  1812,  with  times  and    terms    1349 
a  report  in  reply  thereto     ....   1365 
remarks  of  the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury 

upon 1624 

Loan  Office  Certificates,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Uetts, 
the  same  officer  wa^i  directed  to  report,  at 
next  session,  a  statement  of  the  amount 

of,  Ac. 1374 

Location  of  Claims  to  Lands,  Mr.  Middleton  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
Illinois,  praying  further  time  for  the,  re- 
ferred     514 

withdrawn,  considered   by  the    House,  read 

twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -    1233 
Longitude  ol  the  Capitol,  a  joint  reaolulion  re- 
questing   the  President  to  cause  further 
observations  to  be  made  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  the,  twice  read     -         •         -   1414 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  •  -    1419 

Loomis,  Erastus,  a  bill  fur   the   relief  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred  ....  -     958 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1220 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    1220 
Loomis,  Guslavus,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    1177 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      -         -         -    1189 
Loss  of  Property  during  the  War,  on  motion  of 
.Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  Commit- 
tee of  (Maims  were  instruited  to  inquire 
into   the   expediency   of   liquidating    the 
claims  of  citizens  for  the  ...     382 

Losses  by  hof  tile  Indians,  the  Speaker  presented 
the  )>elitiun  of  the  Legislature  of  .Mi^tsis- 
sippi,  praying  remuneration  of  their  in- 
habitants fnr,  by  donations  of  land  out  of 
those  ceded  by  said  Indians,  referred  -  413 
Lost    Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill   providing 

for  cases  of.  twice  read    ....    1379 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passfd      ...   1402 
Louisville,   Kentucky.     (See   I'cfrts  of  llntry.') 
Love,  William  C,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, Ar. 375 

Lowndes,   -Mr.,  of  South   Carolina,  remarks  of 

on  militia  expenses      ....         379 

on  the  l>iil  making  additional  appropriations 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the   .\rmy  and 
militia   ----.-.     389 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  infirm,  Ac.  -     410 
on  the  motion  tu  reject  the  Senate's  Con- 
vention bill     ......     604 

in  explanation  of  his  report  on  the  revenue 

system 675.  720 

on  Mr.  King's  re^olution  concerning  com- 
mercial restrictions  -         -         -         -     881 
on  a  revenue  resolution      ....     956 
on  the  Direct  Tax  bill         .  -  -  -    1135 
on  the   bill  concerning  spirits  distilled,  Ac.    1225 


on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tarifif 

on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  same 
on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy 
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1270,  1274 
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Lumpkin,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  revenue  report 

on  the  bill  concerning  military  services 
Lyen,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  cencernmg  the 

commercial  convention  -         -         .         . 
Macon,   Nathaniel,  a   letter  from,  resigning  his 

•eat  in  the  House  of  Representatives 

M. 
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Maine,  Mr.  King  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitanu  of,  praying  a  change  in  one 
of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  of  said 

district,  referred 

report  of  inexpediency  agreed  to         -          . 
on  motion  ol  Mr.  Parris,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  changing,  Ac,  the  circuit 
court  of           ..--.- 
Malcolm,  Henry,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the   petition   of,  referred   to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
a  bill  for  relief  of  twice  read 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ... 
Mallory,  Thomas,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

Manac,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Manufacturing  Establishments,  Mr.  Hopkinaon 

and  Mr.  Sergeant  each  presented  petitions 

of  sundry  proprietors  of,  in   Philadelphia, 

praying  for  the  apftoLntment  of  a  separate 

committee,  referred   to  the   Committee  of 

the  Whole 

the   (Committee  of  the   Whole   discharged. 

and  the  subject  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Revision  of  the  Standing  Rules,  Ac.  - 

Mr.    Ingham,   of   Pennsylvania,    presented 

similar  petition,  referred  to  same     - 
Mr.  Condict,  of  New  Jersey,  the  same     396,  931 
Marine  Corps,  on  motion  of  .Mr.    Lowndes,  the 
Naval    Committee  were  instructed   to  in- 
quire into  the   expediency   of  amending 
the  law  relating  to  the    -  -  .  - 

a  bill  to  reduce  the,  twice  read 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Markle,  C,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  ihird  time,  and  paased     • 
Marriage  License  Tax,  a  bill  to  appropriate  the, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia,  twice  read  -   1228 
indefinitely  postptined         ....   1454 
Mason,  J.  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qualified,  Ac.     392 
Masonic  Society  of  Alexandria,  D.  C,  Mr.  Lewis 
presented  the  petition  of  the,  referred 
adverse  report  concurred  in          -          -          - 
Massacre  at  Dartmoor  Prison,  documenU  in  re- 
lation to  the 

minute  of  a  conversation    between    Messrs. 
Clay  and  Gallatin,  and  Lord  Cattlereagb, 
on  the  subject  of  the        .... 
a  letter  from  Mr.   Charles  King  to  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, detailing  the  inquiry  into  the 
report  of  M  ssrs.  Larpent  and  King     - 
correspondence  between  Messrs.  Clay  and 

Gallatin,  and  Lord  Castlereagh 
letter   from    .Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of 

State 

note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Anthony 
St.  John  Baker 
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Massacre  at  Dartmoor  Prison — continued, 
examination  of  witnesses 
statement  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  ..... 

a  list  of  the  prisoners  wounded  and  killed   - 
Maxwell,  John  P.  and  Hugh  H.,  Mr.  Gaston  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  concerning,  read  twice       ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and   passed     ... 
Mayrant,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill 
Maysville,   Kentucky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures  were  instructed    to    inquire   into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of 
entry  at  ...... 

Mechanics'    Relief  Society,   of  Alexandria,  Mr. 
Lewis  presented    the  petition  of,  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Merchants,  .Mr.  Ward   pre-ented  the  petition  of 
sundry,  of  Boston,  referred     ... 
Mr.  Sergeant,  the  same,  of  Philadelphia 
petitions  laid  on  the  table  ... 

.Merchants'  Bank,  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Lewis  pre- 
sented a  petition  for  the  incorporation  of 
the  subscribers  to  the,  referred 
a  favorable  report  thereon  ... 

Merino  Sheep,  Mr.  Hulbert  presented  a  petition 
of  the  breeders  of.  referred       ... 
Merry,  Jonathan,  -Mr.  Ward  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       ..... 

Message,  the   President's  Annual,  (Senate  pro- 
ceedings, p.  12.) 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  several  sub- 
jects of  the,   were  referred  to  appropriate 
committees    .-.--- 
Miami  of  the  Lake,   a  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
cerning a  road  from  the   foot  of  the   ra- 
pids of  the,   to  the   Connecticut  reserve, 
twice  read      .-...- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         .         . 
a  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land 

at  the  British  fort  at  the,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read   a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Michigan  Lands,  a  message  from  the  President 

concerning  the  unsuitableness  of  the,  for 

bounties,  referred  -         -         -         - 

(See  Military  Bounty  Lands.) 
Middletown,   a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning 
the  entry  of  vessels  at    - 
twice  read          ...-.- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           .         -         - 
amended,  read  a   third  time,  and  passed  as 
amended         ...--- 
Military  Academies,  a  bill  making  provision   for 
three   additional,  twice  read  and  commit- 
ted          

reported  with  amendments         ... 
recommitted   to  the  .Military  Committee     - 
reported  with  an   amendment  striking  out 
two  of  the  three,  twice  read    .         -         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 
MiliUry  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on    ---"""         ' 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
survey  of  ten  millions  of  acres  in  Ueu  of 
the  lands  set  apart  in  Michigan  for,  twice 
read 
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Borne  Procudingg  and  Debate*. 


continued. 


Bouncv  Lands 

'^  %nif  nded  itt  the  ("lerk'a  table  -  .  . 

";^|tid  on  thi  table         -         .  -  -  . 

:' Ordered  tola  third  reading  .  .  . 

',  lead   a  thijd  time,  and  paased  -  .  . 

Jliytiry  Clothug,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bryan,  the 

*  f    '   Military  Committee  were    instructed    to 
'  ^    I    inquire  jnto  the    expediency  of  providing 

*  li\   ^°^   the*payment  of  such  articles  of,  aa 
i^.      may  berJue  to  soldiers  discharged  - 
y^Jt^ry  Estal/^ishment,  a  bill  making  appropria- 

Jai    tions   fo|    the  support    of  the,   for    1H16, 

.  I  .-♦  •    read  twj[ce      - 

•■     i  lead  a  thiin]  time,  and  passed      -         .         . 

•^  aeturned  fi»)m  the  Senato  with  amendments 

onsidered<  and  concurred  in       -         -         • 

Miijt|ry  Land  ^'arrniit*.  for  Revolutionary  ser- 

-i      vices;  op  mouon  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 

5*  J  York,  ti^e  committee  of  public  lands  were 

•f   i-A  instruct#d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

^  *      of  exteijding  the  tinne  for  issuing  and  lo- 

J  f  *  eating   a 

i  •:  1 1  bill  of  tJ|at  tenor  twice  read     -         -         . 
■_,.  -   (  rdered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

fi    ■     bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect 
f  iA-  fwice  read 

•  'Jfrdered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         . 
j      .  ^ad  a  thitjl  time,  and  paased     - 
'Mi^tlry  and  .Naval  Expenditures,  the  Register's 
f.  J   statement  of  - 
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I  I    ;  Ordered  to-Ti  third  reading  - 
)   ';    I  iead  a  thiid  time,  and  passed 

JMilffV 


appointment  of  a  select  committee   on 

,  -  the         i         

jllr.  Cald^^ell  presented  instructions  from 
.  I  the  Leg^lature  of  Ohio  relative  to  organ- 
'      izing,  awning,  Ac.  -         -         .         . 

iAn  motion^of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  subject  was 
I  I  referred  r'.o  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  in- 
'  4  structioi^s  to  report  at  the  next  session  a 
•ystcm  K>T,  <tc.       -         -         .         .         . 

the  President  with  the  an- 
t  of  the  - 
.  _  ment  of  the,  in  cases  men- 
^  J  tioncd,  tv^'ice  read  -  -  -  .  . 
♦  Ordered  to'a  third  reading - 
*i5ead  a  thir(l  time,  and  passed  -  .  . 
?*  letter  fro^o  the  Secretary  of  War  respect 
;  *  ing  the  itttlerarnt  of  the  claims  of 
U  bill  for  (^;ganizing,  classing,  and  arming, 
J*  twice  rc'il 


j  .  aystcm  ffir,  dec, 

1  Message  from  t 
iiuai  statement 
bill  for  the  payi 
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M.iit^ry  Pensi(in8,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of 
Ohio,  tlie  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutrbnary  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authori- 
zing by  law  the  appointment  of  agents  to 
pay,  &c.'         ---... 

MilU|ry  Services  during  the  late  war,  a  bill  mak- 
^  :  j  ing  furtLer  provision  for  paying  for,  twice 
1  k   read        .  .  .  .  _ 
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jidefinitelji  postponed 
1  fromjr 
al  sum  f{>r  arming,  &c.,  the 
►Tjcad  twiccf         ----.. 
pad  a  thirjl  lime,  and  passed 
»   Claims^   papers   communicated    to    the 
-  House  ah  the  subject  of  -         -         . 
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Militia    Laws,  on   motion   of  Mr.  Gaston,    the 

Military  Committee   were    instructed    to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 

for  the  printing  of  a  suitable  number  of - 

report  of  said  committee     -         -         .         . 

Miller,  Thomas,  and   Stephen  Baker,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read         -         -         .         . 

a  third  reading  negatived  -         -         .         . 

Mills,  Elijah  K.,  of  .Massachusetts,  was  qualified 

speech    of,   on    the    bill    to    regulate    com- 

mrrce 

Ministers  to  Foreign  Nations,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Forsyth,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  annual  al- 
lowance to 

Ministers  and  Consuls,  papers  on  the  subject  of 

compensation  to 

Miner,  Manasseh,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  - 

reported  with  an  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from   the   Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  twice  read      -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         - 
Mint,  a  message   transmitting  the  report  of  the 
Director  of  the        ..... 

Mississippi  Territory,  the  petition  of  the  TiCgis. 
lature  of,  presented  at  the  last  session, 
for  admission  into  the  TJnion,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  - 
Mr.  Lattimore  presented  sundry  petitions, 
praying  that  a  census  may  be  taken,  and 
the  Territory  erected  into  an  independ- 
ent State,  referred  to  the  same  committee 
the  Speaker  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  Legislature  of,  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  another  petition  to 

the  same  effect 

a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  Easton  presented  a  peti- 
tion   of  the    Legislature   of,    praying    the 
grant  of  a  tract  of  land  for  a  certain  pur- 
pose, referred           -         -         .         .         . 
on   motion  of  .Mr.   E.,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act   for  the 
government  of        ...         . 
a  bill  to  alter  certain  parU  of  the  act  for  the 
government  of,  twice  read       ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         .         . 
Mitchell,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of 

twice  read,  and  committed  ... 

reported  without  amendment     - 

recommitted 

again    reported    without    amendment,   and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Mobile,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the 

town  of,  concurred  in     - 
•Montgomery,  Andrew,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
claim  of  ---... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -        • 
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Morgan,  Zacquille,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  widow 
and  minor  children  of,  twice  read    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  pa.Med     - 
Morhasett.    William,  a  bill   for  relief  of,  twice 
read        -.----- 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with   an  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  in  - 
Moseley,  William.     (See  Farrar,  Thomas.) 
Mowry,  or|Maury,  Jabez,  and  others,  Mr.  King, 
of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ------ 

«  joint  resolution  to  indemnify,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
considered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  - 
Munday,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
increase  the  pension  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 

amended 

McCauly,  John,  Mr.  Ingham  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       .         .         .         .         - 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 

the  same,  referred  to  the  same 
an  adverse  report  of  the  committee  concur- 
red in 

McCoy,  William,  the  election  of,  contested  by 
Robert   Porter6eld  .... 

confirmation  of  the  right  of,  to  his  seat 
McCulloch,  James  H.,  report  on  th-:  petition  of, 
committed       ...... 

a  favorable  resolution  reported   .         .         - 
laid  on  the  table  ..... 

McKee,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified 
speech  of,  on  the  revenue  report 
on  the  repeal  of  the  direct  tax    -         .         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the   Bank  bill 

on  the  Post  Office  investigation 

N. 

Nandi,Xaverio,a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of 

read  a  first  time  -         .         -         .         . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  -  - 

National  Bank,  Mr.  Hopkinson  presented  the 
petition  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  the  establishment  of  a, 
referred  ..---- 

Mr.  H.  presented  another  petition  of  the 
same  character        .         .         -         -         - 

Mr.  Bradley  the  same,  from  the  District  of 
Maine    -         -         -       .  - 

Mr.  Hopkinson,  others  of  the  same  character 
from  Philadelphia 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  a  plan 
of  a,  which  was  presented  by  the  commit- 
tee, together  with  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 

Mr.  Southard  presented  a  petition  from  New 
Jersey  for  a • 

Mr.  Sergeant  the  same,  from  Philadelphia  - 
(See  Bank  of  the  United  Stales.) 
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National  Seminary,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  the  .         -         -         .         . 
National  University,  a  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a,  read  twice       ..... 

the  bill  called  up,  and  the  House  refused  to 
consider  it      -----         - 

committee  discharged         -         -         .         . 

Naturalization,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relative  to 

cases  of  ....-- 

read  twice,  and  referred      .... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  . 
a  resolution  from  the   Senate  to  print  the 
laws  concerning,  read  twice    ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Naval  Academy,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Bassett,  cer- 
tain resolutions  respecting  the  establish- 
ment of  a,  were  agreed  to        -         .         . 
Naval  Afikirs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on  - 
Naval  Operations  against  the  Barbary  Powers, 
papers  communicated  in  relation  to  the, 
under  Commodore  Decatur     -         -         . 
Navigation,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a 
system  of       -----         ■ 

read  twice,  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted  .-----. 

Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  confirming  the  use  and  posses- 
sion of  a  lot  in  said  city  to  the 
read  a  first  time         ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  committed 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         • 

Navigation  of  Saline  Creek,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

McLean,  the  Committee  on   Roads  and 

Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  providing  for  the  improve 

ment  of  the    -         -         -         -         - 

Navy,  a  bdl  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the,  read 

twice      --...-- 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  araendmenU 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         - 
a  bill  for  support  of  the,  for  the  year  1816, 
read  twice       ------ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Navy  Commissioners,  Mr.  King,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, submitted  a  resolution  to  amend  the 
rules  and  orders  so  as  to  admit  the,  to  seals 
within  the  Hall      ".*''* 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -        - 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  enclosing  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the     - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act 

in  relation  to  the 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  - 
reported  without  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  - 
Nebinger,  George,  a  bill  for  reUef  of  the  heirs  of, 
twice  read  .-.--- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         - 
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Nebijjler.  Georg^ — continued.  Page. 

ir»I(i  a  third  jiime,  and  passed      -         -         -     694 

■      wiirnedfroifi  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1354 

crf.curred  u/^  with  an  amendment 

^eli:iij'  Mr.,  of  ^'irginia,  remarks  of,  on  the  Can 

.     ,%da  Volunteers'  bill         ... 

Mewj  ijuUdinp  on  Capitol  Hill,  Mr.  Lowndca, 

'    jrom  the  joint  committee  on   the  sabject 

;i'f  leasing-the,  for  the  accommodation  of 

j  tongress.-reportcd  a  bill,  authorizing  the 

^J'resident  to  lea^e,  &c.,  which  was  twice 

Cead,  and  jefcrrcd 379 

i^orted  wiftout  amendment,  read  a  third 
y^ime,  andipaised 


^ji 


essage  fi*)m  the  Senate,  that  thev  have 


■'  vassed  it 


ilso 


N««ri(.ryport,  orf  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Mas- 

the  Committee  of  Commerce 

sfactures  were  instructed  to  in- 

the  expediency  of  providing  for 

'he  rcpairj  and  support  of  the  piers  in  the 
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relief  of,  twice  read 
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<{   '  ;he  rcpairj  and  supper 
-^   1  Jiarbor  of  '       - 

.3(|f|ered  to  a  third  rcadin 
~  r^«J  a  third  ^ime,  and  passed      .         .         - 
Ncft- i<j-leanR,  a  ^ill  from  the  Senate,  authoriz- 

l|jig  the  saje  of  lots  in  the  city  of     - 
New  fiVrk.     (Sfv-  District  Judges.) 

i^liill   from  the  Senate,  eoncerning  certain 
4-ourls  in  ^e  Stale  of     - 
I    '  *4*tce  read    i      .....  . 

li'^d  a  third pimc,  and  passed     - 

Ifuy^.'  Lieutenalit  Colonel,  and   .Major  Hinds, 

Mirhe  Spealvjr  presented  the  petition  of  the 

1^  |Legislatu.».!  of  Mississippi  Territory,  pray- 

*»»ng  that  tfe  men  who  served  under,  may 

jf  je  paid  fo'  their  services,  referred  to  Uie 

:  J  jJommittCf  on  .Militia  Expenses       -         -     413 

NojWdOsrnmissionfd  OfTicers  and   Soldiers  of  the 

■    ',\i  p3d  Infan\ry,  Mr.  Parris  presented  a  peti- 

;»t  i^on  of  thi»,  referred         ....     420 

}j  ;  O. 

Ofl&od^s  and  SoliterH  of  the  23d  Infantry,  on  mo- 

;:.#fion  of  hit.  Johnson,   the  .Military  Com- 

5  inittee  weje  discharged  from  the  consider- 

•"  Iktion  of  t|ie,  and  they  had  leave  to  wilh- 

4  Mraw  it  -  » 689 

Qf^jri  of  the  CJastoms,  report  of  the  Secretary 
♦  .*ff   the   Treasury   on    the   subject  of  the 

!'t;ompens«(ion  of    - 
r^,  Abigail   and  others,  Mr.  Brooks  pre- 
sented iht^  petition  of,  referred 
;.  ^m  ^ill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred  - 
;    ^J'tf^''^^'^  vii\\i  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

?  •  *i  J^^rd  readjng 

^•v\'i  a  third 'lime,  and  passed     ... 
Obi(*Jiy  letter  frofu  the  Governor  of,  announcing 
.*!  ^he  unanicnous  rejection,  by  the  Legisia 
;  i    'jure  of  th^t   State,  of  the  amendment  Ic 
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816 
1059 

13.54 
1357 


to 


f  the  Consijtution  proposed  by  Mat'sachu 

\  jsetts  and  iJonneclicut     -         -         .         .     876 

,  ifir.  Creight^n  presented  a  resolution  of  the 

'*  jLegislatuie  of,  requesting  that  power  may 

pe  vested  .in   the  State  to  sell  certain  re- 

[  Served  larijls,  referred      ....  1177 

|l)ill  in  pursuance  thereof,  twice  read,  and 

thjferred     I 1295 

[ported  without  amendment      -  1314,  1355 

Md  a  third  ^me,  and  passed      ...   1353 

]\  i 
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O'Neaie,  William,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in     -         -         -         .     459 
Ordnance  and  Ordnance   Stores,  a  bill  making 

appropriations  for,  twice  read  .  .  769 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  862 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  977 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred 1139 

agreement  reported  by  the  committee         .   1150 
the  report  considered,  and  concurred  in       .    1155 
Orphan   -\sylum  of  Washington,   Mr.   Forsyth 
presented    the    petition    of  the   Board  of 
Trustees  of  the,  praying  an  act  of  incor- 
poration   387 

P. 

Palmer,  Asher,  a  bill  for  relief  of.  twice  read,  and 

referred  ---... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Parris,  Mr.,  of  MsMachusetls,  speech  of,  on  the 

repeal  of  the  Direct  Tax  ... 

remarks  of,  on   the   bill  concerning  spirits 

distilled,  Ac.  ..... 

Patent  Office,  a  Message  from  the  President  rec- 
ommending a,  referred    - 
a  bill  to  establish   a,  twice   read,  and 
roitted    .-..., 
commitUe  discharged  from  its  consideration   1455 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  a  favorable  report 

on  the  petition  of  the 
Patterson,  Daniel  T.,  and  George  Ross,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  twice  read  .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in     - 

Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright, 

the   MiliUry  Committee   were  instructed 

to  inquire  into  the  organization  of  the     - 

the   committee   reported  a  letter    from    the 

Secretary  of  War.  on  the  subject     - 
and  the  committee  were  discharged    - 
Peaslee,  John  H.,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 

indefinitely  postponed         -         .         .         . 
Penguin,  British  Sloop-of-war,  paper  communi- 
cated to  the  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
capture  of  the,  by  the  United  Sutes  ship 

Hornet        - 

Penitentiary,  Mr.  Tucker  presented  the  petition 
of  the  Levy  Court  of  Washington  county, 
D.  C,  prsying  an  extension  of  the  pow- 
ers granted  to  them  by  the  act  to  erect  a, 
referred  ---... 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Mr.  Milnor  presented  the 
petition  of  the,  referred  .... 
Pennsylvania  Line  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Hopkinson 
presented  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the,  re- 
ferred    ---.... 
Pension  AgenU,  provision   for  the  appointment 
of,  in  States  where  there  is  no  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans       -         .         . 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appointment 

of  the  standing  committee  of  - 
Pensions,  for  the  late  war,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Throop,  the  above  committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  ihe,  in  certain  cases    -         -     413 
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Pensions — continued.  Page 

similar  instructions   were  given  Ofi  motion 
of  Mr.  Comstock    -         -         -         -         - 

on  motion  of  Mr  Comstock,  the  same  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency   of  calculating  invalid,    from 
the  date  of  discharge  or  disability    - 
a  bill  to  increase  the,  in  certain  cases,  twice 
read       ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Pettibone,  Daniel.  .Mr.  Hopkinson  presented  the 
petition  of.  referred         .         .         .         - 
Phillips's  Academy,  .\ndover,  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Ward  presenteil  the  petition  ol  the  Trus- 
tees of,  referred       .         .         .         1.         - 
Pickens,  Israel,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    .         -         -         -         - 

remarks  of.  on  the  subject   of  the  Congres- 
sional reservation    -         -         -         -         - 

Pickering.  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  An- 
drew .Montgomery  .... 

remarks  of.  on  the  additional  Military  .Acad- 
emy         421,  1235 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate bill  concerning  the  convention   - 
speech    of,    on    the    bill    to    regulate    com- 
merce, Ac.     ..---- 
remarks  of.  on  the  Salt  bill  ... 

on  the  l.'niled  States  Bank  bill- 
on the  Compensation  bill   -  -  -  - 
on  the  increase  of  the  Navy         ... 
on  the  Poet  UlFice  investigation 
Pike.  Colonel  Zebulon,   Mr.  McLane   presented 
the  petiuon  of  nundry  citizens  of  Cincin- 
nati, praying  that  some  provision  may  be 
made  for         -----         * 
Pmkney.  William,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified     - 
speech  of.  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rsndolph     - 
the  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
from,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  House 
Pitkin,  Timothy,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified  - 

remarks  ol.  on  the  Bank  bill        -         -  1067,  1209 
remarks  of.  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  1272 
PleasanU,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase 

the  Navy 1367,1371 

Plenipotentiaries,    correspondence    between    the 

British  and  American      1494,  1498,  1499,  1501 

1502,  1503,  1504 

Pomeroy,  K.  M.,  adverse  report   on   the  petition 
of,  concurred  in       -         -         -         -         ■ 
Porter,  Peter  B.,  of  New  York,  was  quahfied     - 
a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seal  -         -         - 
Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  to  in- 
quire into  the  right  of,  la  accept  an  Exec- 
utive appointment  .... 
Porter,  Captain  David,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a 
petition  ot\  referred  .         -         .         - 
committee  discharged,  and   subject   referred 

to  the  Naval  Committee 
that  committee   also  discharged,  and   leave 
given  to  withdraw  the  petition 
Porterfield,   Robert,    Mr.   Shetfey   presented   the 
petition    of,  contesting  the  right  of  Wil- 
liam .McCoy  to  a  seat  in  the  House,  re- 
ferred     -  -  -  •  "  *  I      /  1  c 
report  oi  the  committee  read,  and  committed   1016 
the  right  of  the  silling  member  confirmed    -  1407 
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Ports  of  Entry,  Mr.  McLean  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio     -     408 

amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  to  in- 
clude Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  thus 
amended,  agreed  to         •         -         -         -     409 

on  motion  of  .Mr.  Newton,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  lo  report,  at 
next  session,  what  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  laws  establishing,  &.c.  -  -  1349 
Postage,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  imposing  addi- 
tional duties  on,  twice  read      ...     694 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  ...  746 
Postmaster  General,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from  the,  asking  for  a  com- 
mittee of  investigation  into  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  his  Department,  referred  to  the 
Post  Office  Committee    -         -         -         -     731 

resolution  reported  lo  appoint  the  committee 
asked  for  concurred  in,  and  a  committee 
appointed       ......     771 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  said  commit- 
tee were  authorized  lo  send  for  persons 
and  papers     ...---     846 

report  of  the  committee      ...         -  1279 
Post  Office  and  Post  Road.",  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on    -         -         -         -     376 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill   in   addition   to 


1051 
1116 
1127 

1149 
1167 

1286 


876 
381 
736 


946 


420 


736 


1361 


383 


the  act  to   regulate  the,  twice  read,  and 
referred  .-...- 

reported  without  amendment       .         .         - 
recommitted       ...--- 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third   reading  .         .         -         -         - 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      .         -         - 
returned  from  the  JSenate  with  amendments, 
and  referred    ...--- 
a  message  from   the  Senate   requesting  the 
return  of  the  bill  to  correct  an  error  in  the 
engrossment  of  the  amendment,  returned   1294 
again  sent  back,  the  amendraenU  considered, 
and  concurred  in    ...         -         -  1311 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  establish  certain,  read  twice   1294 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         -   1375 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ...  1377 
Potomac  Company,  a  bill  lo  authorize  the,  to  ac- 
quire lands,  &c.,  twice  read     - 
indefinitely  postponed  .... 

Precious  Metals,  a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
lease  out  or  grant,  for  a  term  of  years, 
mines  of  the,  on  tlxe  public  lands,  twice 
read  -  -  -  -  -  •  " 
Pre-emption,  Mr.  Easton  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire,  &c.,  concerning  the 
rights  of  settlers  on  the  public   lands  in 

Missouri 

amended  to  include  the  Territories  of  Illinois 

and  Indiana,  and  agreed  to      -         - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  similar   instruc- 
tions were  given  in  relation  to   the  lands 
obtained  by  treaty  or  conquest  from  the 

Creeks 

report  of  inexpediency         .         -         -         - 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the 

petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Illinois, 

praying  rights  of,  to  the  lands  on  which 

they  reside 
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Pr»-en^'ion 

Hf  (f.  also  pri'sented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Illinois  Territory  on  the  same 
HiPJ^ct  -      • 

tK.Mifi  confirmfcng  certain  rights  of;  in  the 
flt^te  of  Louisiana,  and  Territories  of  Illi- 
■^lats  and  Mrfsouri,  twice  read 

C'j^ied  to  a  tliJrd  reading   -  -  .  . 

■^f^Mia  third  ti-^ie,  and  passed 

Preaid-ifijof  the  I'l'.ited  States,  appointment  of  a 

jltait   committee   to   wait  on   the,  on    the 

TiSc^asion  of  Jbrming  a  quorum,  and  their 

Vf  ^rt     -      ": 

Prifcor.  ffiixi  Fort  >feigs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  John- 

;  .  j^-)^,  the  Coinmittee  on   the  Militia  were 

:   ^ri"'"'^'^'^  t(i  inquire  into  the  expediency 

I   ;£yranting  #n  months  pay  to  the  ofBcers 

I  :|r\»l  soldiersJof  the  militia  taken 

PrUf.TS'v  t^7'  papers  communicated  to  Congres* 

•■  3/i*relation  ll)  a  claim  for 
ProcUraiion,  by  t'it    President,  prohibiting  ex- 

^Jie^itions  against  Spanish  territory  - 
Prop^Jj  jost,  capti{red.  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
f  if!'i'  ^  bill  t<*authorize  payment  for,  twice 
I  -  tv^ii,  and  co'nmitted        -         .         -         . 
jie&^ited  with  amendments 
•ork'ifd  to  a  third  reading   -  .  .  . 

I'^VJ  ji  third  tirae,  and  passed       .         .         . 
|rci|f|ied  from  jhe  Senate  with  amendments 
tre»{ed  to  the  ^Committee  of  Claims  - 
relfMtcd  with  amendments 
cc  .♦^ftJered,  an<|  concurred  in       -         -         - 
Protect.fr^,  the  petijion  of  a  committee  of  raanu- 
i>"^urer8,  prjying  --*... 
-ibt,  a  Stat,  ment  of  the         ... 
rjpenditur.;8,  appointment  of  the  stand- 


to  ap- 


PuWi 
Pubhc 


t  committre  on  - 
'fucker  sflbmitteJ  a  resolution 
i(nt  additional  committees  on 
.  U^^^esolutlon,-called  up,  and  considered  - 
;infi#5Jied,  and  Agreed  to  •  .  .  . 
^ai-/'*niment  o\  the  committee  embraced  in 
.     ^"^t  resolutiin 

Potlii.-  i^nJs.  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
A0tee  on  .  - 
io/piotion  of  ^Ir.  RoberUon,  the  committee 
;  "X^re  instruj^led  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
;  ^^ncy  of  ca^ising  to  be  printed,  the  laws, 
I  M*j»''«'8- «5£ci  in  relation  to 
|»>.tjto  that  efect  twice  read,  and  commit- 

^    Jl^f         ;       1 

iQf  i^'mmitteejdischarged  -         -         .         . 
Puhii^^tjnisters,  a.iiil  increasing  the  compensa- 
^j<*n  of,  twi(|s  read  -         -         .         . 

a.f  iird  reading  negalired  -         -  ,      - 
Pubb(    Ifoad,   Mr.  (Jaidwell  submitted  the  peti- 
.^on  of  sund*s-  inhabitants  of  Steubenville, 
1    yif^'  prayir'^  that  a,  may  be  established, 
i    ft'f"   ^*'ash'»igton,   Pennsylvania,   to  the 
'     J^Y^  of  San;Jusky  Bay,  referred 
Pug  h .  J.;^  *ard.     (^e  Ridgely,  Richard.) 

Purch.v**  of  Pubtjc  Lands,  Mr.  Lattimore  pre- 
j'iJlted  the  fwtition  of  the  Legislature  of 
j   .JjS^souriTe^ntory,  praying  that  further 
!     rlH*  ™*y  be^llowed  to,  &c.,  referred 
Ujll^ilfor  relief  yf  certain,  twice  read  - 
;0||i't<J  ^  •  tf'irJ  reading 
■''til  /  third  tiu.e,  and  passed     ... 

if 

%•  • 

\     *\  ^ 
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Quarter  Sections  of  Land,  Mr.  Reynoida  submit- 
ted  a  rewlution  to  authorize  the  subdivia- 
ion  of,  which  was  rejected       -         -         -414 

Quorum,  the  usual  messages  interchanged  on  the 

formation  of  a         -         -         -         .         .     ,'174 
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726 
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883 


Randolph,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  <kc. 
•p«ech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce, 

Ac.      ---... 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinkney     - 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  revenue  sys- 

tem         .-...,  ^ 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Goldsborough's  amend- 
ment to  the  same  -         .         .         .         , 
speech  of.  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 

reviae  the  rulea,  Ac 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes     - 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  explanations 
remarks  of,  on  the  Salt  bill 
•peech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun     • 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  direct  tax     - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  King's  resolution,  touch- 
ing commercial  restrictions     -         .         . 
speech  of,  on  submitting  his  resolution  re- 
specting P.  B.  Porter     -         -         .      "J40,942 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Forsyth       -         -     943 
remarks  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank,  1066,  1082 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Cudy's  motion  to  amend 
the  same         -         -         -         .         . 

introductory  of  a  resolution  on  the  traffic  in 
slaves,  in  the  District  cf  Columbia  - 

on  the  resolution  to  change  the  compensa- 
tion of  members     -         -         -         .         . 

in  reply  to  .Mr.  Stanford     -         -         .         . 

remarks  of.  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill 

speech  of,  on  admitting  naturalued  citizens 
in  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Bank    1153 

remarks  of,  on  the  dause  re«i)ecting  specie 
payments 

on  the  bdl  to  change  the  mode  of  compen- 
•ation    - 

in  reply  to  .Mr.  Huger         -         -         .         . 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Crosvenor  -         .         -         . 

in  explanation  of  hia  remarks     -         .         . 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun     -         -         .         . 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment        -         .         .         .    •     . 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tarifT 

on   his   motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
Bank  bill , 

in  reply  to  .Mr.  Grosvenor  -         -         .         . 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  Tariff  bill  - 
Rations  and  Forage,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  liquidation  of  all  cliims  against 
the  Quartermaster's  department,  4c. 
Real  Estate  Bank  of  the  United  States,  .Mr. 
Tucker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habiUnU  of  Alexandria,  praying  an  act  of 
incorporation,  referred     -  .  .  . 

Rebuilding  Light-Houses,  &e.,  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for,  twice  read,  <5cc. 
reported  with   amendments 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
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Receipts   and   Expenditures,  on    motion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  an 
account  of,  from  the  l>eginning  of  the  Gov- 
ernraent  to  the  last  statement  rendered    • 
•  report  of  the   Secretary  in  reply 
Mr.  Randolph  submitted  another  resolution, 
requiring  an  explanation  of  a  discrepancy 
agreed   to  ..... 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 
Receipts  and  payments  at  the  Treasury,  annual 
account  of  the  Treasurer,  of  ... 
Reduction  of  price  of  Public  Lands,  .Mr.  Rey- 
nolds submitted  a  resolution  to  instruct 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  a,  which 
was   rejected  ..... 

Reed,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Salt  bill 
Reed,  Rufus  S.,  and  Daniel  Dobbin,  a  bill  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments,   and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading        ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Refugees,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Creighton,  the  Com- 
mittee on    Public   Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  selling 
the  lands  reserved  for     - 
a  bill  providing  for  the  sale,  in  pursuance, 

twice  read      ...... 

oirilered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

Register  of  the  United  Stales  Officers,  a  resolu- 
tion directing   the  Secretary  of  State  to 
cause    to  be   printed   every  two   years  a, 
read  twice       ...... 

ordered   to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pat>aed     ... 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 

twice  read  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Registers  of  the   Army  and   >'avy,  .Mr.  Wright 

submitted  a  resolution,  that  each  member 

be  annually  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the, 

read,  dec. 

Reiley,  Jacob,  and  Michael  S.  Vander  Cook,  re- 
port on  the  petition  of    * 

Rejected  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  the 
Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Standing 
Rules,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  adopting  a  rule  con- 
cerning ...... 

Reminson,  Isidore,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  ...... 

Removal  of  Slaves  into  the  District  of  Columbia, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Committee^ 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  equal- 
izing the  laws  respecting  the,  from  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland         .... 

Rensselaer  County,  >'ew  York,  on  motion  of  .Mr. 
Savage,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  annexing,  to  the  northern  district  of 
said  State        ...... 

Reservations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Creighton,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain  - 
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Pag«- 
Revenue,  annual  report  of  the  SecrcUry  of  the 

Treasury  in  relation  to  the  expenses  of 
collecting  the,  dec,  ordered  to  be  printed 

and  referred  - 393 

committee  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration thereof 1454 

estimates  of  the,  for  the  year  1816,  in  deUil   1633 
Revenue  Cutter  Surveyor,  a  bill  allowing  pay  to 
certain  persons  made  prisoners  with  the, 
read  twice     -  -         .         .         .         .  1228 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1409 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         .  1411 
Revenue  System,  revised,  report  of  Mr.  Lowndes 

on  the 516 

first    resolution  of  the  committee  agreed  to     676 
the  second  resolution  agreed  to  -         .     677 

.Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
papers  from  the  Commi.s.sioncrs  of  the     .     679 
Rerisal   and  Unfinished   Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  committee  on  -         .     376 

Revision  of  Bills,  .Mr.  Stearns  submitted  a  reso- 
lution   for   the   appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional standing  committee  on  the    -         .  1230 
Reynolds,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  rel- 
ative to  the  Congressional  reservation      -     394 
on  offering  a  resolution  to  subdivide  quar- 
ter sections    -         -         .         -         .         .414 
on  the  report  rejecting  the  claim  of  A.  Mont- 
gomery -         -         -         -         -         -415 

speech  of,  on  the  direct  taxes     ...     819 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment        -  ....  1311 

Richmond,  Virginia,  Mr.  Clopton  presented  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying 
a  branch  of  the  National  Bank  may  be 

established '       -  1201 

Ridgely,  Richard,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read,  and  committed      -         -         -   1195 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on 377 

Roads,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  above 
committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  improving  certain        -   1008 
Robertson,   .Mr.,    remarks  of,  on   the   Congres- 
sional reservations  ....     394 

in  defence  of  his  report  on  pre-emption  rights     397 
speech  of,  on  the  additional    .MiJitary  Acad- 
emy      .......     432 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce          .         -     462 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  con- 
cerning the  Convention           -         -         -     595 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion         745 

on  the  resolution  concerning  unsettled  bal- 
ances    .......   1069 

on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States       -  1120,  1151 
on  the  Compensation  bill  -         -         -         -  1175 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -   1258 
remarks  of,  on  claret  wine  as  a  necessary  to 

his  constituenu 1284 

on  the  bill  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy     ....... 

on  the  bill  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue 


1371 
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1416 


Rodgers,  William  F.,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of,  concurred  in  -         -         - 

Rodgers,  Commodoie  John,  a  bill  to  relieve,  from 
a  judgment  obtained  against  him  by  John 
Donneli,  twice  read        .... 
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<Rc^f«,  CommiiJore  John — continued. 
1    v.- ordered  to^a  third  reading  ... 

:•  I  jfead  a  thi|d  time,  and  passed      ... 

RlMftn,  Samuel,  Wilham,  and  Samuel,  junior. 
>  5^]   (See  Cr^J/in,  David.) 
'.Rd-itt's,  Jonattjan,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  twice 

J     ii  \   read       • 

I    9|4rdered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
>«  t'ead  a  third  time,  and  paased      ... 

R<ijj<f8,  John,  •»  biil"appropriating  a  sum  of  mo- 
i     • ,  V   ney  to,  twice  read  .... 

<    ,    i  Ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

j  -li^ad  a  thicd  time,  and  passed  ... 
*R)'^|,  Privateer,  a  bill  concerning  the  owners  of 
t   ^   •  ^   the  late,  twice  read         .... 

*  !  «  Ordered  to, a  third  reading  ... 
i  •  ^Kad  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
i  i  ;  ^turned  lirum  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
I   J  '  i  ment     <...... 

•  .  {(jonsidercd,  and  concurred  in  -  -  . 
jRj|)OH,J  Erastus,,  Mr.  Ta>lor,  of  New  York  pre- 

■  ;  <  seated  the  petition  of,  contesting  the  elec- 
;  I  •  tion  of  J;)hn  Adams,  referred  to  the  Com- 
t   J  •  mittee  o\  Elections  .... 

J  '(bport  in  hsu  favor  concurred  in,  he  appeared 
jC  I  and  was  qualified  ..... 
4  ^rfemarks  ol^  on   the   Senate  bill  concerning 

*  ?  I  the  Contention 

«   rifitroductonjr  of  resolutions  relative  to  cop- 
4  t  !  per  coin*i        ...... 

j   »  ^cin  Mr.  Hucer's  resolution  ... 

I    t   {(in  the  Untied  States  Bank  bill  - 

I   '   ioifx  the  Coriipensation  bill  .... 

^  '  |4i  the  bill  io  regulate  the  Uriff  -  1270,  127-1 

jRgs^.iJohn,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified,  &c.     387 
■      1119,  1122,  1151 

-  1185 
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\  i   Iff  marks  of  on  the 
I  •.   Kija  the  Cot(»pen6ati 


Bank  bill 
.    .  'fCip  the  Cot(»pen6ation  bill  -         -         .         . 
«       fC^  the  bill  ^.o  regulate  the  tariff  -         -         . 
lohn,  sur\iving  executors  of.    (See  Breck, 
i  i  Samuel.) 

Kuii^T,  George,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Sen> 
J      I '  ate  for  t^e  relief  of  .         .         .         . 

'  firice  read^and  referred  -  .  -  . 
Roxiijrgh,  -\ley.ander,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
t     ;l  I  heir*  of, Itwice  read  .  .         .         . 

♦     iVfdered  to  ji  third  reading  .         .         . 

[  '^^fad  a  thiry  time,  and  passed  .  .  . 
f^ul^Ssor  Business,  the  usual  order  as  to,  adopted 

•   i 


s. 


Ofii 


rers,  a  bill  to  continue  the, 


1  .. 

ralsji^a  of  certain 

1     l''^  twice  re»d      ...... 

r  bJTfad  a  thirii  time,  and  passed  ... 
Panlii^ky  River,  a  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of 
,      i  ■  land  at  t^ie  lower  rapids  of,  twice  read     - 

■  ;yidered  to  ^  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
^^vad  a  thir'<  time,  and  pat^sed      ... 

Ijia^fc-ituck  Manufacturing  Company,  Connecti- 
ff    cut,  Mr.iSturges  presented  the  petition  of 

Vthe  ,* 

!^icl^(imaker,   V.achariah;  an  adverse  report  on 

j     ^  ■  the  petiljun  of,  committed        ... 

^i^i*  committee  discharged   .... 

I'cL'i^l,  Caspar  C,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  cancel- 
I  1     Idling  of  certain  export  bonds  executed  by, 
«     r  f  Itwice  reiiil       ...... 

I  j  •5)idered  to  ••,  third  reading  ... 

■  '  .  ^»fad  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
ifJ^LviyJer,  Colood  Peter  V.,  an  adverse  report 
i  '    J  jon  the  petition  of,  concurred  in 
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Scrgeant-at-Arms,  appointment  of  a 
Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 
speech  of,  on  an  additional  Military  Academy 
remarks  of,  on  the  revenue  rejwrt 
on  Mr.  Goldsborough's   amendment  to  the 
same      ---.... 
on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  - 
speech  of,  on  the  passage  of  the  same 
Settlers  on  the  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jennings  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  extending  ccrUin  privileges  to 
on    motion   of  Mr.    Stephenson,   the   same 
committee  were  instructed  concerning     - 
a  bill  concerning,  read  twice       ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Settlers  on  Reserved  Lands,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio, 
presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  concerning,  referred    - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  relative  to  -         . 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  .  . 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  .  . 

Shannon,  George,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Johnson,  the 
Committee   on    Pensions,    &c.,   were   in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  pension  of        -         -         - 
Sharpe,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 
speech  of,  on  bill  for  collection  of  revenue  - 
Shawanesc  and  Delaware  Indians,  the  Speaker 
presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri  Territory,  respecting  certain 
lands  in  said  Territory  claimed  by  the,  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  State 
Shayler,  Ephraim,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Sheffey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified 

speech  of,  on  the   bill  to  regulate  commerce 
remarks  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill      - 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  - 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Bank 
bill 

on  the  bill  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
Ships,  estimates  for  building  and  equipping  cer- 
tain          

Sick  Seamen,  Mr.  Middleton  presented  a  petition 
of  the  City  Council  of  Charleston,  to  be 
repaid  for  expenses  in  support  of,  referred 
Sinking   Fund,   annual   re|)ort   of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  ..... 
operations  of  the,  explained  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  'i'reasury       .... 
the   report   of  the  Commissioners  of  the,  in 

full 

Smith,  William  S.,  the  seat  of,  vacated,  by  reso- 
lution of  the  House,  as  not  duly  elected  - 
Smith,  Dr.  James,  .Mr.  Burwell  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  relerred 

(See   Vaccinatiim.) 
j  Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  King's  resolutions    - 
on  the  United  States  Bank  ... 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph    .... 

in  reply  toMr.  Cady 

remarks  ol,  on  the  clause  concerning  specie 
payments       ......   w^Q 
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Smith,  Samuel — continued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  concerning  spirits  distilled,  &c.  -  1225 
on  the  General  Staff,  &c.  ....  1234 
statements  made  by,  as  to  the  operations  of 

the  tariff 1247 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff    1258, 

1272 
on  the  public  expenditures  ...  1297 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  tariff  .  .  1351 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for   collection   of  the 

revenue  -  -  .  )  .  .  1382,  1390 
on  his  motion  to  extend  the  ^me  for  specie 
payments  -  -  -  -  .  .  1391 
Soldiers,  enlisted,  al>ove  and  below  the  usual  mili- 
tary age,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Thomas,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  do- 
nations of  land  to 403 

South   Carolina,  a   bill   declaring  the  assent  of 

C/ongress  to  certain  acts  of,  twice  read     -    1S57 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    1353 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...    1357 
South  Carolina   nnd  Georgia,   a  bill  concerning 
the  circuit  courts  of,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted     1051 

reported  without  amendment      ...   1353 
Spafford,  Anios,  a  bill  granting  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to,  read  twice           ....   1052 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1364 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...    1366 
Spain,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  request  such  information 
of  the  President,  as  he  may  deem  it  proper 
.to  give,  relative  to  a  demand  said  to  have 
been  made  by,  for  the  cession  of  a  part  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana     ....     745 
Message  in  compliance  with  the  request      -     768 
Spanish  and  British  Grants,  petitions  from   the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi  Territory,   and 
sundry  inhabitants  thereof,  relating  to,  re- 
ferred      387 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  respecting 
grants  by  the  former  Power  -  .  -  1014 
Speaker,  election  of  the  -  .  .  -  .  374 
Specie,  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of 
the  revenue  in,  or  its  equivalent,  tv«ice 
read,  and  referred  ....   1345 

reported  with  amendments,  and  recommitted   1356 
committee    discharged,    and    bill  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Uniform  Currency      -   1357 
(S«'e  Legal  Currency.) 
Spirits  Distilled  within  the  United  States,  &.C.,  a 
bill  to  abolish  the  existing  duties  on,  twice 

read 1189 

committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole   1223 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1228 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1233 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments   1367 

considered,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -   1373 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the  usual     376 

Standing  Rules  and  Orders,  on   motion  of  Mr. 

Stanford,  a  committee  was   appointed  to 

revise  the 384 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  said  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providiivg  for  clerks  to  the 
committees     ..-.-.     368 
report  thereon  committed  •         -         •         -     413 


Standing  Rules  nnd  Orders — continued.  Page. 

Committee   of  the  Whole   discharged,  and 

rejwrt  recommitted  to  first  committee 
reported  with  amendments 
amendments  discussed        ... 
Mr.  Robertson's  amendment  apreed  to 
Mr.  Pickering  submitted  an  amendment 

Stanford,  Mr.,  remarks  of,   on  the  motion  to 


452 

515 

696 

1456 

1458 


re- 


concerning  the  com- 


jcct  the  Senate   bill 

mercial  convention  -         -        .         .     594 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce     608 
remarks  of,  on  the  Salt  bill  .         .         .     733 

speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill  -         .     864 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  con- 
cerning P.  B.  Porter        ....     949 
on  the  Compensation  bill  -         .         -         .   1131 
on  the  previous  question    ....   1291 
the  death  of,  announced,  <Scc.       ...   1355 
Steamlwat  Navigation,  Mr.  McLean  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  con- 
cerning patents  for  improvements  in,  &c., 

referred 1211 

Stearns,  Asahel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified     674 
speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax   bill         -         .     904 
Stenographers,  Mr.   Yancey  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion  respecting  plans   for,  read,  and   or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  -         -  .     583 
read  again,  and  concurred  in      -         -         .     684 
Stephenson.    Benjamin,    delegate    from   Illinois 

Territory,  was  qualified,  <fec.  ...     375 
Stewart,    Captain    Charles,   Mr.    Sergeant  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  for  himself,  officers, 
and  crew  of  the  Constitution,  referred     -     435 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  pre- 
sent medaU  to,  twice  read       -         -         .     546 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -     960 
Stewart,  Joseph,  report  on    the   petition  of.  re- 
ferred to  the  Naval  Committee        -         -  1360 
a  bill    appropriating    a  sum    of  money  to, 

twice  read      ---...  1379 
amended  to  include  Matthew  Guy  and  .\sa 

Woodward 1408 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1411 

Stills,  on  motion  of   Mr.  Ingham  the   Secretary 

of  the    Treasury  was   directed    to    report 

concerning  the  means  of  equalizing  the 

duty  on  the  capacity  of  -         -         -         -  1189 

Stobie,  Robert  Lowe,  Mr.  Jackson  presented  the 

petition  oi,  referred         ....     735 
a  bill  authorizing,  to  obtain  patents,  twice 

read,  «kc 768 

Sugar  Planters,   .Mr.   Robertson    presented    the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     458 
the  petition   of  Bernard  Marigny  and  oth- 
ers, in  full 1656 

Sunday  Mails,  .Mr.  Ward  presented  the  petition 
of    the    Convention    of   Congregational 
Ministers,  against,  referred      ...     679 
.Mr.  Lyie,  the  same,  from  sundry  inhabitants 

of  Pennsylvania,  referred        ...     679 
.Mr.  Rugbies,  the  same,  from  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Massachusetts,  referred     -         -     975 
Mr.  Sergeant,  the  same,  from  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Philadelphia,  referred         -         -     996 
Mr.  Randolph,   the  same,  from  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Virginia,  referred         -         -   1465 

T. 

Taggart,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 

ilied,  &.C. 379 
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TaK^iidf^e,  Benjamin,  of  Connecticut,  was  qutl- 

-  I  iified,  (Sec 

tjeech  of;  oji    the   bill  to   regulate  the  Poet 
'  K)ffice  Dtpartment  .... 

Tftliji^jdgc,   Majthiaa   B.,  Judge,    on    motion  of 
i^4 -^'r-    ^lelMon,    of  Virginia,    a    committee 

*  tj  I'  ^as  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  official 

.  3      xonduct  ctf     - 

!  'fjSe^ort  of  a  "jfeaolution  to  ask  the  attendance 
I  ^l  .  ^l  ^°""  C'"^'«"  Sanford,  a  8«nator  from 
■  »  '  r***  Yoijv,  before  the  committee,  agreed 
.  ^  '  <o  .  ' 

:  "  ifQ-estigatioi)  postponed      .... 
Tafeat^  Eiisha,  rnnd    others,  report  on  the  peti- 

>    .  lion  of,  in.!efiniteiy  postponed 
'^"JJ^fsCandiesjMr.  Stearns  presented  the  peti- 

I  ;t  j  4ion  of  sundry  manufacturers  of,  in  Mas- 

*  -    »  *achu«ett*,   referred  -  -  .  . 
Tajili  j.f  Duties;  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

'    #  f  he  Treasury,  with  a       -         .         .         . 
![  -^t    ^'ard,:ot  Massachusetts,   presented  a 
«  ♦   ;■  i>etuion  o>i  the  subject  of  the  - 
»  I  4|»i]|  to  regelate  the,  reported    . 
;  ^  <f  frussion  o;i  the  same       1268,  1274,  1281, 
;,   ^jli  ordered  io  be  prmled    -  .  .  .' 

}  ;M;.|;u8sion  renewed     -  1312,1314,1328,1346 

1349 


401 


1123 


1296 


1314 
1380 

1454 


679 

960 

1137 
1257 
1286 
1289 


Pace. 


935 

372 

950 
1353 
1359 


1046 

1059 
1367 
1374 


1300 


'f  jJ  a  third  lime,  and  passed     - 
Tiatl^^,^,  Williani,  Mr.  .Nelson  of   Virginia  pre- 


'i  VP"'««J  lb«j  petition  of,  which  was  referred 
I  .     'V>  the  Sewetary  of  War  -  .  .     735 

*     Triprt  of  ihijl  officer  thereon       -         -         -     679 
TWtouii Absalom'^  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 

;  ."^Mon  of,  anil  committee  discharged  -  -  1408 
T^e.rfiMr.,  of  .y^w  York,  remarks  of,  in  reply 
•  *  TO  .Mr.  Gbidson  on  the  reference  of  a  sub- 
I'ct  touching  the  militia 
ech  of,  Oil  the  expediency  of  a  uniform 
ystem  oftankrupicy  .... 
;;ch  of,  oij  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 
Urks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Gen- 

_  jral  Staff' 

Tjiyjri;  |nd  .McNiale,  and  others,  A  bill  for  relief 

I       ;iJ,  read  tn^ce 

\    w/ij-red  to  .lihird  reading - 
rtjil  a  third  iiaie,  and  passed     - 
TauJ,  %h.,  speecliof,  on  the  revenue  report 
i    ;»B'*ch  of.  Off  the  military  service  bill- 
T41«g,;.i,h.     (Se«J  CvUes,  Christopher.) 
T|l>^i^,|lhomas,pf  Georgia,  was  quahfied,  <kc. 
sBfjj-ch  of,  oiiithe  United  States  Bank  bill  - 
■    '«iw^ch  of,  on'the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -   1316 
Tuirjjfjfce,  Mr.  Cfnnon    presented  a  resolution 
;   ',  >#T  the  Legijiialure  of,  rejecting  the  amend- 
\       J*?*"'*  *''  •>«   Constitution    proposed   by 
^«a*8achu^-;tli  and  Connecticut 
TJipttu^^jMr.,  ren.;irks  of,  on  the  report  concern- 
'  I  ^^g  pre-enr4>Uon  rights  -         -         -         . 
Thotj.j^j  tulonel   tames,  on  motion  of  Mr.  .Mc- 
'*)ee,  a  coit'iiiittee   was   appointed  to  re- 
vest the  i'resident  to  cause  the  account 
the  late  Deputy  (Quartermaster  Gene- 
^!,  to  be  laid  l)elore  the  House 
iier  from  VVilliam  Simmons,  staling  cer. 
,in  defalcations  oi         -         .         .         . 
•  ^ssagc  fropi  the  President  enclosing  sun- 
J^K  documi'iiu ,^,j 

\   tli^fepeakerjiresented  a  letter  from,  referred   1365 
)  ffj^i  ol  the  committee     -         -         -         -  i4:,>o 
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Throop,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  revenue  report    - 
Tobacco  Manufacturers,  Mr.  Wendover  present- 
ed a  petition  of      -'        . 
Todd,  Charles,  a  bill  for  relief  of.  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
rea4.  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         . 
Tonnage  of  Foreign  Vessels,  on  motion  of  .Mr. 
Smith,   of  .Maryland,  the   Committee  of 
Ways   and    .Means  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire  whether   any  and  what  alterations 
are  necessary  In  laws  imposing  duties  on 
Trade  with    the   Indians,  a  bill  supplemenul  to 
the  act  to  regulate,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Kaston  presented  a   petition  of  sundry 
mhabitants  of  .Missouri  Territory,  pray- 
ing to  be  incorporated  as  a  company  for 
purposes  of    . 
Trade  with  British  Colonies,  .Mr.  King,  of  .Mas. 
sachusetts,    presented     sundry    petitions 
from  York  and  Castine,  on  the  subject  of  1067 
1  raffic  m  Slaves,  in   the   District  of  Columbia, 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Randolph  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  exist- 
ence of  a 

-Mr.  Randolph  asked  and  obtained  leave  for 
the  committee  to  send  for  persons    and 
papers  - 
refwrt  of  said  committee  laid  on  the  table  -   1466 
Transportatiori    of    Baggage.     (See     ioiunUer 

and  Mititia  Corps.) 
Treasury,    statement  of  the  actual  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  the       -         -        •-  . 

demands  on,  the  past  year  -         -         .         . 
Treasury  iXotes,  uses  of  the,  explained      - 
Troup,   Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the   third  reading  of 
the  Commercial  bill        .... 
Trudeau,  Charles  L.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read _ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         . 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in    -         .         -         .  [ 

Tucker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on   an  additional  Mili. 

tftry  Academy         -         .         .  .  , 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 

speech  of,  on   the  question  of  il>  final  pa«. 

*»g* 

on  the  Direct  Tax  bill         .... 

on  the  Bank  bill 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  . 
remarks  of,  on  the  previous  question  - 
speech  of.  on  the  bill  for  collection   of  rev- 
enue        

Turner,  Moses,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ---... 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   -         -         -         . 
read  a  third  time,  alid  passed      . 
Turnpike  Roads,  on   motion   of  Mr.  Tucker,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to   inquire   into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  a,  from 
Winchester,  Virginia,  «Scc. 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  were   in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
one,  from  NN  ashington,  in  Pennsylvania, 
to  Sandusky  River  -         -         .         .  1294 
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Roads  and  Canals — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  certain,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia   ...... 

twice  read,  and  committed  ... 

committee  discharged,  and  bill  referred  to  a 
select  committee      .... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading   -         •         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Tyler,  John,  and  Benjamin,  a  bill  to  extend  the 
%  patent  right  of,  twice  read,  and  referred   . 

progress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re- 
fused      ....... 

Tyson,  .Maria  S.,  the  committee  on  the   i>elition 
*  of,  discharged,   and   the    petition    referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revo- 
lutionary Claims     -         .         .         .         . 

U. 

Unchartered  Bank  Notes,  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
circulation  of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

twice  read 

the  committee  discharged    .... 

Uniform  National  Currency,  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  on         -  -         -         - 

Uniformit^lpf  Election,  .Mr.  Pickens  submitted  a 
resolution   to  amend   the  Constitution   so 

as  to  produce 

read  twice,  and  committed  ... 

Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  favorable  report  on 
the  petition  of         -         -         -         -         - 

United  States  Judges  for  Illinois  Territory,  on 
motion  of  .Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  ihe  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  alteration  were  necessary 
to  the  act  regulating  and  defining  the  du- 
ties of  the       ...  ... 

Unsettled  Balances,  Mr.  Huger  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning    -         ...         - 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
report  of  said  committee     .         .         -         - 

V. 

Vaccination,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to 
encourage,  twice  read  .... 
rdercd  to  a  third  reading  .  .  .  - 
Idefinitely  postponed         .... 

Stion  of  Real  Estate,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Atherton.  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  the 
amount  of,  «Scc.        ..... 

a  statement  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
as  directed      ...... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  same  officer 
was  directed  to  make  a  statement  in  re- 
gard to  lands  -         -  >    - 

report  in  reply 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough,  the  same 
officer  was  directed  to  report  the,  in  Ma- 
ryland   ....... 

statement  from  the  Secretary  in  compliance 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  same  officer 
waadirected  to  report  the,  in  Pennsylvania 

report  in  reply  thereto  .... 

Verjon,  Bernard  E.,  a  bill  from    the  Senate  to 

extend  certain    privileges  to,  twice   read, 

and  referred    ...... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 


Page. 


Vermont,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Marsh,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  terms  of 
holding  the  circuit  and  districU  courts  of 
the  United  States  in  .  .  .  .611 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read      .         .  .1211 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed       ...   1220 
Vermont  Mineral  Factory,  .Mr.  Ward  presented 
V  the  petition  of         ....         .     (jyg 

Vessels  Sunk,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary, 
land,  the  Seca^ary  of  War  was  directed 
to  lay  before  the  House  an  estimate  of 
the  damages  sustained  by.  in  the  Palap. 
•CO,  &.C.  -       ..         .'        .         .         -   1114 

Vincennes,  a  bill  for  relief  of  certain  claimants  to 

land  in  the  district  of,  twice  read     -         -     978 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  -  -    1220 

Vincennes  University,  a  bill  confirming  the  titles 
of  purchasers  of  land  from  the  Board  of 
IVustees  of,  twice  read  -         -         -         -     978 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .    1363 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1366 
Volunteers  and  Militia  Corps,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cannon,    the    Military    Committee    were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making   provision  for  paying   the,  for 
transportation  of  baggage         ...     769 
report  of  inexpediency         ....  1068 

W. 


1289 
1295 


Va 


I 


385 

897 
1070 
1721 


940 
1408 
1457 


731 


763 


932 
979 


1138 
1222 

1156 
1238 


1048 

1189 
1195 


Wabash,  a  hill  to  authorize  the  President  to  lease 
the  Saline,  on  the  river,  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
>Wa^^  due  the  Estates  of  Non-commissioned 
Officers,  Sec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  an  equitable  liquidation  of  all  claims 
for,  during  the  late  war  .... 
Walmsley,  Captain  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of 
a  company  of  Virginia  mUitia,  commanded 
by,  twice  read,  and  committed 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         - 

Ward,  Artemaa,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill       ... 
soeech  of,  on  the  same        .... 

rCT^arks  of,  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Calhoun   - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  tlie  tariff  1257 

1271,  1275 
speech  of,  on  the   bill   for  collection   of  the 
revenue  ......  1384 

Ward,  Thomas,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified     -     768 
Washington,  the  late  General,  ]^r.  Huger   sub- 
mitted   a    resolution    respectiqf,   whic^ 


414 


770 

1354 
1357 

674 
1066 
1082 
1203 


being  modified,  was  agreed  to,  and  a  con^ 
mittee  appointed     ... 
report  of  said  committee     - 
indefinitely  postponed 
Washington,  the  City  of,  Mr.  Tucker  presented 

♦     the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of   - 
Washington  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  for  relief  of 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred    - 
reported  with  an  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returi|ed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         - 


1010 
1212 
1458 

-   1058 

1277 
1353 
1367 
1414 
1419 
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AV!ji,  United  ftate 


tales  Sloop-of-war.  Mcs?™  Wtrd 
iin,  respectively,  preiented  sundry 
■Ci  petition.^  from  the  wives  and   mothers  of 
officers  ".ind  seamen  who  served  on  board 
the,  referred    ---... 
^^biil  from  the  Senate,  respecting  the   iat>* 
■J-,  officers  jnd  crew  of  the  .         .         . 

lr;Jvice  read;  and  committed  ... 

5>{>orted  Without  amendment      ... 
'  ^'dered  tota  third  reading  ... 

:^jfid  a  thiiJ  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
li'i  incuts    -.--.... 
;VV^  ♦us,  John.  R.,  and  others,  the  petition  of    - 
.Wry  »  and  .Mca^s,  appointment  of  the  standing 


Page. 


t     ^Iceriung  th 
t     -'Swirt  of  tjit 


commiUfe  on  -  .         . 

-Wf^ier,  Daniel,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  qual- 
j.    -k^  ified,  anH  took  his  seat     -  .  .  . 

>  .  ^«^ech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill 

«^marks  of^on   the  resolution  for  change  of 

2 » compenh-ition  -  -  -  .  . 

i  ■  "^r  **«"a'e^  amendmenU   to  the  Bank  bill 

♦  ««j  reply  tojMr.  Urosvenor 

;      «^  the   bilt  for   the  gradual  increase  of  the 
^.Navy     .' 

>Ve7t|>Tcr.  Peo-r  H.,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
;       i1  fied,  andUook  his  seat     -  -  .  . 

yVe#.;rn  Koad^,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the 
»  -4  <-^ommitCee  on  Koads  and  Canals,  were  in- 
}      -^structed  jto  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

i     '»topening  ^.-ertain 

J^'e«*ndia  Trode,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 
i     V^^''*  Secrr-tary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct-' 

^|ed  to  give  information  to  the  Senate  con- 

the 

e  Secretary  in   reply 

^^)ort  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela 
^  *  tions  on  jhe  ---... 
}      ^(jmmittee  discharged  from  further  consider- 

>  *  .alion  of  ihe  suhject  -  .  .  . 
1V'hii|on,  Joseph,  the   Speaker  laid   before   the 

jJ^Housc  a.lctler  from,  olffring  himself  as  a 
rgeant-at-Arms 
wice  read        -  .  . 

_  assechuaetts,  was  quali- 

i"^ied,  and  look  his  seat     -         -         .         . 
^'h(^  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  Iwice  read 

fcjciered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

4ft  (id  a  thirii  time,  und  passed 
Wh^^  Ro!>ert.  |»Kd  Jacob  Wnghter,  a  bill  from 

j4the  Senaie  to  increase  the  pensions  of    - 

^Jread  twise,  and  commuted 
;     ;;>'*>orted  wjih  ameadiueiiU,  «nd  recommit- 

!    ^rted         -■ 

j     3»c|)orted  wijfh  amendmenU,  which  were  or- 

*  »_.    dered  to  he  engrossed      -         -         .         . 

|e«d  a  ihirti  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Wh^.-hall,  on  i^iolion  of  Mr.  Savage,  the  Com- 

J-lfnittee  oi   Commerce  and  Manufactures 

I      £  fwere  insiructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 

:  .diency  o^  erecting   a  new  collection  dis- 

>  T^nct,  unih-r  the  name  of  ... 
Y  h5*tLead,  M|.  Johnson  presented  the  petition 

I     *  JO*  'he  Le^xmgion  Manufacturing  Compa- 

j      *■  ^y,  refereed 

\V'uli\"'.8  and  Cttildren  of  non-commissioned  olTi 


1  jJjHousc  ajcller  fron 
i  V  jcandidalc  for  Serge 
*  \*S^M  lor  rfiicf  of,  twi 
WhQ,i#on,    Labsii,  of  Mai 


678 

122 
1224 
1263 
1375 

1377 
1605 

376 

917 
1091 

1133 
1339 
1341 

1371 

392 


297 


976 
1015 

-   1376 

1379 


375 
731 

379 
591 
690 
694 

804 
817 


976 

978 
997 


408 


472 


;^ers,  musicians,  and  privates,  on  motion 
>  J>f  Mr.  '1  nomas,  the   Military  Committee 
£-  ♦we  instriccted  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
"^  jcncy  of  jj'oviding  by  law  for  the     -         -     382 
»  > 


Ptge. 


Widows  and  Orphans  of  volunteers  and  militia, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,   a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  for  the         -         -         . 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the,  twice  read     - 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     - 
.Mr.    McLean   presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio  on   the  same  subject 
the  committee  discharged,  and  subject  indef- 

initely  postponed 

Wilde,  .Mr.  remarks  of,  on  the  additional  MiliU- 

ry  Academy 42 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 

speech  of.  on  Mr.  King's  resolution  touching 

commercial  restrictions  -         .         -         . 

Wilhelmi.  John   Philip.  Mr.  Middleton  prewint- 

ed  the   petition  of 

Williams,  Thomas,  Mr.  Savage  pres«nted  a  pe- 
tition of,  which  was  referred  to  the  War 

Department 

Williams.  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  speech  of,  on 
the  Revenue  report         .... 
Willoughby,  U  estell,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
presented   the  petition  of,  contesting  the 
election  of  William  S.  Smith,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Elections  ... 
report  in  favor  of,  referred    to  th»  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole    .... 
report  concurred   in,  and   a   resolution   that 

the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  a  seat     - 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

Wilson,  Edward,  a  bill  from   the   Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a    third  reading  ... 

read  a  third    time,   and  passed    as  amended 
Wilson,  Joseph,  a   bill    for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  commuted        -         -         .         .         . 
reported  with  an  amendment 
read  a  third  time         -  -  .  .  . 

returned  from  the  Senate  with    an  amend- 
ment     ......         ^ 

considered,  and  concurred  in       -         .         . 

Winn,  John  W.,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       . 
Winship,  Hyde,  &  Company,  Mr.  Stearns   pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Winter,  Gabriel,   and  others,  a   bill  confirming 
certain  lands  to,  twice  read     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
rcau  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table 

Wirt  John  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Wise,  Ceorge  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  tha  Judici- 
ary Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  compelling  the  at- 
tendance of,  from  one  Sute  to  another, 
in  certain  cases       -  .  .  .  . 

Woollen  Fabrics,  the  petition,  in  full,  of  certain 
manufacturers  of,  praying  for  protection 

Woodward,  John.     (See  .Stewart,  Joseph.) 

Wright,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  remarks  of,  introducto- 
ry of  a  retiolulion  concerning  militia  ex- 
peiJiM 378 
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451 

690 

803 

I41S 

1,425 
623 

883 

1138 

651 
993 

379 

383 

383 
384 

1139 
1249 
1375 
1377 

1177 
1353 
1357 

1414 
1419 

396 

678 

1177 
1359 

1362 

1195 
1202 

436 

469 

516 


1052 
1701 
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Wright,  Mr.,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 

on  the  report  rejecting  the  claim  of  Andrew 
Montgomery 414,415 


I 


on  the  additional  Military  Academy 

en  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate 
bill  on  that  suliject         .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Revenue  report     - 

CD    Mr.   Goldsborough's    proposed    amend- 
ment      

on   Mr.   King's  resolution    respecting  com- 
mercial restrictions         .... 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relative  to  P. 
B.  Porter 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Canadian 
volunteers 

remarks  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill,  1083, 

1118, 1120,  1155 

remarks  of,  on  the  traffic   in  slaves  in  the 
District 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill    - 

remarks  of,   on    the   Post  Office    Establish- 
ment     ....... 

remarks  of,  on   the  Senate's  amendments  io 
the  Bank  bill 

speech  of,  on  the  specie  clause  -  -         . 

speech  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  Postmas- 
ter General's  conduct     - 


426 

470 

599 
676 

682 

881 

946 

1032 


1117 
1180 

1310 

1340 
1432 


-    1459 


Y. 


Yancey,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relat- 
ing to  the  Congressional  reservation 

remarks  of,  in   support  of  his  resolution   to 
reject  the  claim  of  Montgomery 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 
Yates,  John  B.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 
took    his  scat  ..... 

remarks  of,  on   Mr.   Randolph'.^   resolution 

respecting   P.   B.    Porter  ... 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  amending  the  bill  concerning 

properly  lost  ------ 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  third   reading  of  the  bill  to  regulate 
commerce  with  Great  Britain 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  question  of  recommitting  the  revenue 
report     .--.--. 

on  amending  the  same        .... 

on  roncurring  with    the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  adopting  the  second  resolution 

on  amending  the  bill  to  continue  the  duties 
on  goods,  wares.  Sec.       .         .         .         - 

on  the  final  passsge  of  the  bill  concerning 
salt         ....... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
notes  of  banks,  bankers,  &.c.  •         -        - 

on  reduction  of  the  direct  tax      ... 

on  repealing  the  same  .... 

on  amending  the  Senate  bill  concerning  the 
Convention    ....-- 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  repeal  of 
the  direct  tax  -  ... 

on  amending  the  Revsnue  report  as  to  spir- 
its distilled,  &,c.      -  -  -  -  - 

on  adopting  the  resolution  thereon  as  reported 

on  amending  another  of  the  Revenue  reso- 
lutions   
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414 

1187 

387 

948 

406 
409 

545 

674 

681 
690 

693 

737 

744 

746 
863 

875 

897 

916  i 
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949 

951 

956  1 


1226 
1233 

1250 

1300 


-  1301 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

OB  amending  the  bill  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  direct  tax   -         -         -         .       967,968,969 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  ordnance 

and  ordnance  stores         -         .         -  .     975 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     -         -     977 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Canadian  volunteers        -         -         .         .   1035 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         .         -  1048 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  military  ser- 
vices       1051 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  conferees  on 
the  Senate's  Convention  bill  -         -         -  1057 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  Post 
Office  Establishment       -         -         -1125,1126 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Direct  Tax 
bill 1134 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Compensation  bill  1 188 

on  amending  the   United  States'  Bank  bill   1204 

1210,  1211 

on  the  seat  of  the  principal  hank         -         •  1308 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill    -         -         -   1219 

on  concurring  with  the  committee  in  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  concerning  spirits 
distilled,  &.c.  ..... 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  general  staff,  <Scc.      .... 

on  the  final  passai^e  of  the  bill  to  admit  Indi- 
ana into  the  Union         .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  admit  Mis- 
sissippi into  the  Union   ... 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  Post  Office  bill      -         -         -         -1311 

on  amending  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff    -  1312, 
1315,  1326,  1336.  1347,  1348 

on  postponing  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  Bank  bill  .... 

on  .Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  postpone  in- 
definitely the  Tariff  bill  .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  Appropriation  bill  ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mrs.  Hamilton    .         .         -  -  . 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives   1378 

on  the  final  pa.«.sage  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  privateer  Roger         .         ,         .         . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  compensation  of  Ministers 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  specie  pay- 
ments      1429,1430 

on  the  (juestion  of  passing  said  bill     -         -  1437 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  Tariff  bill 1438 

on  amending  .Mr.  Webster's  resolution  con- 
cerning collection  of  revenue  ...   1450 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  resolution         -  1451 

Young  King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  a  bill 

for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  ...  978 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  -  1364 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         •  1366 

Young,  William.     (See  Farrar,  Thomas.) 

Zaigler,  William.     (See  Entert,  Le^.) 
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1351 
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1364 
4376 


1405 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


,  .  ^'  A.  Page. 

^^Tine  Veisels  captured  and  restored,  an  act 
\   ,      provifling  for  the  distribution  of  $100,000 
i,  I      amontr  the  captors  of      -         .         .         .  1878 
^d^iual  Tr^sfcr  and  Changes  of  Property,  an 
V  act  to  enlarge  the  time  for  ascertaining 

i  '       the,  subject  to  direct  tax  ...   1794 

Trj>eal  from  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of 
y.»       Columbia,  an  act  to  limit  the  nght  of      -   1805 
j^'^ories,  au  act  to  increase  the  compensation 
,  ^       of  th<j  Superintendents  at  Springfield  and 
*.  ;       Harprr's  Ferry        ..... 
use 
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Monday,  December  2,  1816. 
The  second  session  of  the  Fourteenth  Congres.«, 
conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales,  commenced  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington ;  and  the  Senate  assembled. 
present: 
Jeremiau  Mason  and  Thomas  W.  Thompson. 
from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Joseph  B.  Varnu.m  and  Eli  P.  Ashmun,  from 
Massachusetts. 

Jeremiah  B.  Howelu,  from  Rhode  Island. 
Isaac  Tichenor,  from  Vermont. 
David  Daggett,  from  Connecticut. 
Nathan  Sanpohd,  from  New  York. 
John  Condit  and  James  J.  WiL30N,from  New 
Jersey. 

Abner  Lacock,  from  Pennsylvania. 
Octerbridqb  Horsey,  from  Delaware. 
James  Barbour  and  Armistead  T.  Mason, 
Irom  Virginia. 
Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 
John  Gajllard,  from  South  Carolma. 
Charles  Tait,  from  Georgia. 
John  Williams,  from  Tennessee. 
Jeremiah  Morrow  and  B£nja.min  Ruggles, 
from  Ohio. 

Eligids  Fromentin,  from  Louisiana. 
John   Gaillard,  President  pro  tempore,  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Eli  P,  Ashmun,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  u(  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  Uie  room  of  Christopher  Gore,  resigned, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he 
look  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Prsjsiuknt  communicated  the  credentials 
of  the  appokQimeni  of  James  Noble  and  Wal- 
LKR  Taylor,  vs  Senators,  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  lu(!i\aua.  which  were  read. 
Whereupon,  on  tnoiion  by  Mr.  Morrow, 
JiesoLoed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any.  %nd  if  any,  what,  legislative 
measures  may  be  nectssary  for  admitting  the 
State  of  Indiana  into  the  Union,  or  for  extending 
to  that  Slate  the  l&ws  of  the  Uuiied  States. 

Messrs.   Morrow.   Daggett,  and   Bahboor, 
were  appointed  ih,e  committee. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the'credentials  of 
the  appointment  of  James  Noble  and  Waller 
Taylor,  as  Senators  to  represent  the  said  State 
of  Indiana  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales, 
were  referred  to  the  said  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  acquaint  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Varnum  submitted  the  following  moliou 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  a  law  passed 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  change 
the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Delegate* 
from  Territories,"  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock, 

Resolved  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  such  newspa- 
pers, printed  in  the  United  Stales,  as  he  may 
choo>e,  provided  the  same  be  furnished  at  the 
usual  rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers; 
and  provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senaior  shall 
choose  to  take  any  newspapers  other  than  daily 
papers,  he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many  such 
papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three  daily 
papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Howell,  a  committee  was 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  forty-second  rule  for 
conducting  business  in  the  Senate,  and  Messrs. 
Howell,  Lacock,  and  Thompson,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Howell  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading: 

Resolved,  That  two  Chaplains  of  di&rent  denomi- 
nations be  appointed  to  Congress,  during  ihe  present 
siession,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  ihe  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  business.  They  have  appointed  a 
toramittee  on  their  part,  jointly  wuh  such  com- 
mittee as  may  be  appointed  on   the   part  of  the 
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fenate,  to  wait  on  the  PreoiJent  of  the  United 
Matfs,  and  notify  him  ihat  n  quorum  of  the  two 
louses  i^s  assembled,  and  ri?ady  to  receive  any 
omraunications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
I  them  ,_  in   which  resolu(ijn   they  request  the 

Jsncurrefce  of  ti.e  Senate. 
The  Senate  concurred  in  '.he  appointment  of  a 
(int  corjirr --   -l    • 


•so 


by  peculiar  ieasons,  which   have  Terj  generally  im. 
paired   the   annual  gift*  of  tho  earth,  and   threatened 
scarcity  in  particular  districts.     Such.  howeTer.  i.  the 
variety  of  soils,  of  climates,  and  of  producU.  within  our 
extensive  limit*.,  that  the  aggregate  resources  for  sub- 
sistence  are   more   than   suHcient  for    the   aggregate 
.-^  ~v..-.v  v»..v..<.,^u  lu  .cif  appumirneni  oi  a  j  ^""'«'     And  as  far  aa  an  economy  of  consumption 
corjimiuee  on   their   part,  agreeably  to  the  '  P**''^  '^*"  usual,  may  be  necessary,  our  thankfulneaa 
utioi.  last  mentioned  ;  and  Messr.--.  Barbodr    "  '^"^  ^  Providence  "for  what  is  far  more  than  a  com- 
Map.,*  wprp  nnnnim^.^  -k.. :....  pcnsalion,  in  the  remarkable  health  which  has  dislin- 


id  Macjw  were  appointed  the  committee. 
On  racaon  by  Mr.  Wilson,  a  committee  was 
^   ipomredf.  agreeably  to  the  twenty-second  rule 
fir  conducting  business  in  the  Senate.     Messrs. 
ViLsoN,    Frome.ntin,  and   Ashmun,   were   ap- 
^•inted  tHe  committee. 

.Mr.  Fuomentin  submitted  the  following  rao- 

JD  for  cunsideraiion,  which  was  read,  and  passed 

the  second  reading  : 

iBesoIved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members   be 

bpointed,  who.  with  three  members  of  the  House  of 

^jpresentsUves,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  shall 

.h{,ve  the  Jirection  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 

lyrchase  c>f  books,  and  maps,  for  the  use  of  the  two 

^iouaes  of  Congress. 

^  |0n  tac4ion  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  it  was  read  a 
r  wk'r  ^^'  ^""^  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
le  Whol,-:  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
fsed,  it   was  reported  to   the   House,  read    the 

Ikird  timti  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passe.l 

J  |Messrs.-FROMEMTiN,  GoLDSBORouGU.  and  Hi;n- 

*iiB,  wert  appointed  the  committee. 


1 


■  TcESDAY,  December  3, 
Mr.  BApBOL-R  reported  from  the  joint  comrait- 
i«£,  that  i!iey  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
lldited  Spates,  and  that  the  President  had  in- 
t'Vmed  tlje  committee  that  he  would  make  a 
jfmmunir'ation  to  the  two  Houses  this  day  at  \2 
f'flock. 

^tMr.  LAfocK  submitted  the  followintr  motion 
Jor  consideration  ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
fht'  secontl  reading: 

'^}HesoIved'^  Thai  .Mountjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
P*gcant-a:;,Arms  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
»i.|horized  )o  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses,  for 
iXr  purpost.; of  performing  such  services  as  arc  usually 
required  b.N»the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  which  ex- 
*M'^\»e  should  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 
J  vThe  Sonate  resumed  the  consider>.lion  of  the 
«r^tion  m.ide  yesterday,  relative  to  the  repeal  of 
:l^  compensation  law;  and  the  further  consider- 
*j^o°  'hereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 
fiThe  res-oiution  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
fa^ns  was  jead  the  second  time,  and  considered 
jj»^in  Cor>imittee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amend- 
itr^Dl  having  been  proposed,  the  President  re- 
Jifrted  It  ti  the  House;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
i-rtgrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

I  {     PRESIDENT'S  AiNNUAL  MESSAGE. 

J^^The  foll'owing  Message  was  received  from  the 

Jr^ESIDENP  OF  THE  UniTED  StaTES  : 

Jf ^y/oto-fi/i-fn*  of  the  Senate 

7  if       "^^^  of  the  House  of  Representaiire*  .- 

|In  rfvi»v-,ng  the  present  state  of  our  country,  our 
Al|enUon  c.nnot  be  withheld  from  the  effect  produced 
*  » 


guished  the  present  year. 

Amidst  the  advantages  which  have  succeeded  the 
peace  of  Europe,  and  that  of  the  United  States  with 
Great  Britain,  in  a  general  invigoration  of  industry 
aniong  us,  and  in  the  extension  of  our  commerce,  the 
value  of  which  is  more  and  more  disclosing  itself  to 
commercial  nations,  it  ia  to  be  regretted  that  a  depres- 
sion IS  experienced  by  particular  branches  of  our  man- 
ufactures,  and  by  a  portion  of  our  navigation.  As  the 
first  proceeds,  in  an  essential  degree,  from  an  excess 
of  imported  merchandise,  which  carries  a  check  in  its 
own  tendency,  the  cause,  in  its  present  extent,  cannot 
be  of  very  long  duration.  The  evil  will  not,  however, 
be  viewed  by  Congress,  without  a  recollection,  that 
manufacturing  establishments,  if  suffered  to  sink  too 
low,  or  languish  tuo  long,  may  not  revive,  after  the 
causes  shall  have  ceased ;  and  that,  in  the  vicissitude, 
of  human  affairs,  situations  may  recur,  m  whiih  a  de- 
pendence on  foreign  sources,  for  indispensable  sup- 
plies,  may  be  among  the  most  serious  embarrassments. 

The  depressed  st.ite  of  our  navigation  is  to  be  as- 
cribed, in  a  material  degree,  to  its  exclusion  from  the 
colonial  ports  of  the  nation  most  extensively  connected 
with  us  in  commerce,  and  from  the  indirect  operation 
of  that  exclusion. 

Previous  to  the  late  convention  at  London,  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  relative  state 
of  the  navigation  laws  of  tho  two  countries   crowing 
out  of  the   Treaty  of   1794,  had  given  to  the  British 
navigation  a  material  advantage  over  the  American, 
in  the   intercourse  between  the  American  ports  and 
British  ports  in  Europe.     The  convention  of  London 
equalized   the   laws  of  the   two  countries,  relating  to 
those  ports  ;  leaving  the  intercourse  between  our  ports 
and   the  porU    of  the   British  colonies  subject,  as  be- 
fore, to  the  respective  regulations  of  the  parties.     The 
British  Government  enforcing,  now,  regulations  which 
prohibit  a  trade  between  its  colonies  and  the  United 
States,    in   American  vesseU,    whilst    they    permit   a 
trade    in    British    vessels,    the    American    navigation 
loses  accordmgly;  and   the  loss  is  augmented  by  the 
advantage  which  is  given  to  the  British  competition 
over   the    American,   in   the  navigation   between   our 
ports   and   British  porU  in   Europe,  by  the  circuitous 
voyages,  enjoyed  by  the  one  and  not  enjoyed  by  the 
other.  ■'  "' 

The  reasonableness  of  the  rule  of  reciprocity,  applied 
to  one  branch  of  the  commercial  intercourse,  has  been 
pressed  on  our  part  as  equally  appliralle  to  both 
branches;  but  it  is  ascertained  thai  lie  British  Cabi- 
net declines  ail  negotiation  on  the  subject,  with  a  die- 
avowal,  however,  ot  any  dispositioi  to  view,  in  an  un- 
friendly light,  whatever  countervsiling  regulations  the 
United  States  may  oppose  to  the  regulations  of  which 
they  complain.  The  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  will 
decide  on  the  course  which,  under  these  circumstances, 
la  prescribed  by  a  joint  regard  to  the  amicable  rela- 
tions between  the  two  nations  and  to  the  just  ioleresU 
of  the  United  Slates. 


« 
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I  have  the  satisfaction  to  etate,  generally,  that  we 
remain  in  amity  with  foreign  Powers.  | 

An  occurrence  has,  indeed,  taken  place  in  the  Gulf  j 
of  Mexico,  which,  it  sanctioned  by  the  Spanish  Gov-  i 
ernnr.fnt,  may  m*ke  an  exception  as  to  that  Power,  i 
According  to  tie  report  of  our  naval  commander  on  ; 
that  station,  one  of  our  public  armed  vessels  was  at-  { 
tacked  by  an  overpowering  force,  under  a  Spanish  | 
commander,  and  the  American  flag,  with  the  officers 
and  cretr,  insulted,  in  a  manner  calling  for  prompt  i 
reparation.  This  has  been  demanded,  in  the  mean-  { 
time  a  frigate  and  a  smaller  vessel  of  war  have  been  i 
ordered  into  that  Gulf  for  the  protection  of  our  com-  | 
merce.  It  would  be  improper  to  omit,  that  the  repre-  , 
•entalive  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  the  United  j 
States,  lost  no  time  in  giving  the  strongest  assurances  j 
that  no  hostile  order  could  have  emanated  from  his  j 
Government,  and  that  it  will  be  as  ready  to  do,  as  to 
expect,  whatever  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  i 
friendly  relations  of  the  two  countries  shall  be  found 
to  require. 

The  posture  of  our  affaiA  with  Algiers,  at  the  pres-  ] 
ent  moment,  is  not  known.     The  Dey,  drawing  pre-  j 
texts  from  circumstances,  for  which  the  United  States 
were  not  answerable,  addressed  a  letter  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, declaring  the  treaty  last  concluded  with  him 
to  have  been  annulled  by  our  violation  of  it ;  and  pre-  j 
senting    as  the    alternative,  war,  or  a   renewal  of  the  1 
former  treaty,  which  stipulated  among  other  things  an  ^ 
annual  tribute.     The  answer,  with  an  explicit  decla- 
ration that  tho  United  States  preferred  war  to  tribute, 
required  his  recognition  and  observance  of  the  treaty 
last  made,  which  abolishes  tribute  and  the  slavery  of 
cur  captured  citizens.     The  result  of  the  answer  has 
not   been   received.     Should  he  renew  his  warfare  on 
our  commerce,  we  rely  on  the  protection  it  will  find  in 
our  naval  force  actually  in  the  Mediterranean. 

With  the  other  Barbary  States  our  affairs  have  un- 
dergone no  change. 

The  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits  appear  also  dis- 
posed to  remain  at  peace.  From  several  of  them  pur- 
chases of  lands  have  been  made,  particularly  favorable 
to  the  wishes  and  security  of  our  frontier  settlements, 
aa  well  aa  to  the  general  interests  of  the  nation.  In 
■ome  instances,  the  titles,  though  not  supported  by 
due  proof,  and  clashing,  those  of  one  tribe  with  the  claims 
of  another,  have  been  extinguished  by  double  purchases ; 
the  benevolent  policy  of  the  United  States  preferring 
the  augmented  expense,  to  the  hazard  of  doing  injus- 
tice, or  to  the  enforcement  of  injustice  against  a  feeble 
and  untutored  people,  by  means  involving  or  threaten- 
ing an  effusion  of  blood.  I  am  happy  to  add.  that  the 
tranquillity  which  has  been  restored  among  the  tribes 
themsclfes,  as  well  as  between  them  and  our  own 
population,  will  favor  the  resumption  of  the  work  of 
civilization,  which  had  made  an  encouraging  progress 
among  some  tribes;  and  ibat  the  facility  is  increasing, 
for  extending  that  divided  and  individual  ownership, 
which  exists  now  in  movable  property  only,  to  the  sod 
itself;  and  of  thus  establishing,  in  the  culture  and  im- 
provement of  It,  Uie  true  foundation  for  a  transit  from 
the  habits  of  the  savage,  to  the  arts  and  comforts  of 
•ocial  life. 

As  a  subject  of  tVve  highnst  importance  to  the  na- 
tional welfare,  I  must,  again,  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  re-organization  of  the 
Militia,  on  a  plan  which  v«ill  form  it  into  classes,  ac- 
cording to  the  periods  of  life  more  and  less  adapted  to 
mdilary  services.    An  efficient  mihtia  is  authorized  and 


contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  and  required  by  the 
spirit  and  safety  of  free  Government.  The  present  or- 
ganization of  our  militia  is  universally  regarded  as  leae 
efficient  than  it  ought  to  be  made  ;  and  no  organiza- 
tion can  be  better  calculated  to  give  to  it  its  due  force, 
than  a  classification  which  will  assign  the  foremost 
place  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  to  that  portion  of 
its  citizens,  whose  activity  and  animation  best  enable 
them  to  rally  to  its  standard.  Besides,  the  considera- 
tion that  a  time  of  peace  is  the  time  when  the  change 
can  be  made  with  most  convenience  und  equity,  it 
will  now  be  aided  by  the  experience  of  a  recent  war, 
in  which  the  militia  bore  so  interesting  a  part. 

Congress  will  call  to  mind,  that  no  adequate  pre- 
vision has  yet  been  made,  for  the  uniformity  of 
weights  and  measures,  also  contemplated  by  the  Con- 
stitution. The  great  utility  of  a  standard,  fixed  in  its 
nature,  and  founded  on  the  easy  rule  of  decimal  pro- 
portions, is  sufficiently  obvious.  It  led  the  Govern- 
ment, at  an  early  stage,  to  preparatory  steps  for  intro- 
ducing it;  and  a  completion  of  the  work  will  be  a  just 
title  to  the  public  gratitude. 

The  importance  which  I  have  attached  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  University  within  this  District,  on  a 
scale,  and  for  objects  worthy  of  the  American  nation, 
induces  me  to  renew  my  recommendation  of  it  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  Congress.  And  I  partica- 
larly  invite,  again,  their  attention  to  the  expediency  of 
exercising  their  existing  powers,  and,  where  necessary, 
of  resorting  to  the  prescribed  mode  of  enlarging  them, 
in  order  to  effectuate  a  comprehensive  system  of  roads 
and  canals,  such  as  will  have  the  effect  of  drawing 
more  closely  together  every  part  of  our  country,  by 
promoting  intercourse  and  improvements,  and  by  in- 
creasing the  share  of  every  part  in  the  common  stock 
of  national  prosperity. 

Occurrences  having  taken  place  which  show  that 
the  statutory  provisions  for  the  dispensation  of  crimi- 
nal justice  are  deficient,  in  relation  both  to  places  and 
to  persons,  under  the  exclusive  cognizance  of  the 
national  authority,  an  amendment  of  the  law,  em- 
bracing such  cases,  will  merit  the  earliest  attention  of 
the  Legislature.  It  will  be  a  seasonable  occasion,  also, 
fer  inquiring  how  far  Legislative  interposition  may  be 
further  requisite  in  providing  penalties  for  offences  de- 
signated in  the  Constitution  or  in  the  statutes,  and  to 
which  either  no  penalties  are  annexed,  or  none  with 
sufficient  certainty.  And  I  submit  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress,  whether  a  more  enlarged  revisal  of  the 
criminal  code  be  not  expedient,  for  the  purpose  of 
mitigating,  in  certain  cases,  penalties  which  were 
adopted  into  it,  antecedent  to  experiment  and  example* 
which  justify  and  recommend  a  more  lenient  policy. 

The  United  States,  having  been  the  first  to  abolish, 
within  the  extent  of  their  authority,  the  transportation 
of  the  natives  of  Africa  into  slavery,  by  prohibiting  the 
introduction  of  slaves,  and  by  punishing  their  citizens 
participating  in  the  traffic,  cannot  but  be  gratified  at 
the  progress,  made  by  concurrent  efforts  of  other  na- 
tions, towards  a  general  suppression  of  so  great  aa 
evil.  They  must  feel,  at  the  same  time,  the  grealrt" 
solicitude  to  give  the  fullest  efficacy  to  their  own  ref- 
lations. With  that  view,  the  interposition  of  Congrea* 
appears  to  be  required  by  the  violations  and  evasion* 
which,  it  is  suggested,  are  chargeable  on  unworthy 
citizens,  who  mingle  in  the  slave  trade  under  foreigo 
flags,  and  with  foreign  ports;  and  by  collusive  impor- 
tations of  slaves  into  the  United  State*,  through  ad- 
jjining  ports  and  territories.     I  prwent  the  subject  to 
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;    CJpigTCfa  vfitb  a  full   assurance  of  their  disposition  to 

•'    kOJf'ly  ill   t|ie  rrmetly  whirti   can   be   afforded   by  an 

jisendmcnv  of  the  law.     The  regulations  which  were 

^^ended  to  guard  again«t  abuses  of  a  kindred  charac- 

•  ii^  in  the  "trade   between  the   several   States,  ought 
t.'^V  to  b«  rendered  more   effectual  for  their  humane 

tjyo  theseirecoiotnendations  I  add,  for  tha  considera- 
,  fi''^  of  Corvijresfethe  expediency  of  a  re-modification 
'  «!il'«he  Judiciary  estahlishment,  and  of  an  additional 

»it.Jartment:in  the   Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 

j    ;ij'he  first*  is    called  for   by   the    accruing    business 

-i'<l»ch  necessarily   swells  the   duties   of  the   Federal 

.  ^Jjjjirta;  an<^  by  the  great  and  widening  space,  within 

•  -W^cb  justK  ;  is  to  be  dispensed  by  them.  The  time 
a?4^s  10  have  arrived  which  claims  for  members  of  thfl 

I  ^J.  jreme  Court  a  relief  from  itinerary  fatigues,  incom- 
;  jvjyble  as  w,.||  with  the  age  which  a  portion  of  them 
;  >*ij|  always  have  atuined.  as  with  the  researches  and 
:  jJt|iaration»  which  are  due  to  their  stations,  and  to 
;  l|,«|jundicai  reputation  of  their  country.  And  con- 
;  HJIratJons  equally  cogent  require  a  more  convenient 

•  <«*rv*inization  of  the  subordinate  tiibunals,  which  may 
l$»i^ccompli«hed  without  an  objectionable  increase  of 
i^number  >r  expense  of  the  judges. 

;Jfhe  extent  and  variety  of  Executive  business,  also 
4 J^mulatinj;  with  the  progress  of  our  country  and  its 
e4i^ing  popuJation.  call  for  an  additional  department, 
tv^e  charged  with  duties  now  overburdening  other 
djjl^rtmenu.  and  with  such  as  have  not  been  annexed 
i^Any  department. 

:fhc  courre  of  experience  recommends,  as  another 
i4iI>-ovemenr  in  the  Executive  establishment,  that  the 
P'lfjfision  for  the  station  of  Attorney  General,  whose 
m"  lence  at  ihe  Seat  of  Government,  official  connex- 
unji  with  It,  and  management  of  the  public  business 
bC'^re  the   Judiciary,  preclude  an  extensive  participa- 
te i  m  professional   emoluments,  be  made  more  ade- 
<jf>  \e  to  hio   services  and  his   relinquishments;   and 
lJj*t  with  a  view  to  his  reasonable  accommodation 
a».<j|to  a  prO(,er  depository  of  his  official  opinions  and 
P'-^eedings,  there   be   included  in  the  provision  the 
3iy«,|il  appurtenances  to  a  public  office. 
;  >i|i  directiitg  the   Legislative   attention  to  the  state 
VjAe  fmancos,  it  is  a  subject  of  great  gratification  to 
•^51  that,  even   within  the   short   period   which   has 
eijii^ed  since  the  return  of  peace,  the  revenue  has  far 
ricfeded  all  ihe  current  demands  upon  the  Treasury 
t^^'TihiU  under  any  probable  diminution  of  its  future 
a<«Jial  producU,  which  the  vicissitudes  of  commerce 
ttJ4  occasion   It  will   afford   an   ample  fund  for  the 
ef<^tual  and  early  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt. 
iii-f  been  tisUmated,  that   during  the  year  1816,  the 
»c.i(|il  receipts  of  revenue  at  the  Treasury,  including 
Uurjalance  a^the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  ex- 
Clojng  the  proceeds  of  loans  and  Treasury  notes,  will 
J/^irjint  to   atyut  the   sum    of  forty-sevcn    millions  of 
fulflrs;   that  ^during  the    same  year,  the    actual    pay- 
*ie)|8  at  the  Treasury,  including  the  payment  of  the 
to<j  rages   of  the    War    Department,    as   well  as  the 
l»<:Vi4ient  of  a,considerable  excess,  beyond  the  annual 
•Pprppriationi  will  amount  to  about  the  sum  of  thirty- 
♦'ty  million*  of  dollars;   and   that,  consequently,  at 
J/y^8«  of  (he  year,  there  will   be  »  surplus  in  the 
;  f  V'^suty  of  about  the  sum  of  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
,    »?»e  operatifons  of  the  Treasury  continue  to  be  ob- 
ttn  <:ted  by  d,if,cu!tie8,  arising  from   the  condiuon  of 
a»o  :naUonal  .currancy  ;  but  they  have,  nevertheless, 
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been  effectual,  to  a  beneficial  exteat,  in  the  reduction 

of  the  public  debt,  and  the  estaWishment  of  the  public 
credit.  The  floaUng  debt,  of  TreMury  notes  and  tem- 
porary loans,  will  soon  b«  entirely  discharged.  The 
aggregate  of  the  funded  debt,  composed  of  dcbU  in- 
curred during  the  wars  of  1776  and  1811,  has  been  esti- 
mated, with  reference  to  the  first  of  Jarmary  next,  at 
a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of 
dollars.  The  ordinary  annual  expenses  of  the  (Jov- 
ernmenl,  for  the  maintenance  of  all  iu  instkutions, 
civil,  miliUry,  and  naval,  have  been  estimated  «t  a 
sum  less  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  And  the 
permanent  revenue,  to  be  denved  from  all  the  existing 
sources,  has  been  estimated  at  a  sum  of  about  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars. 

Upon  this  general  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  obvioot 
that  there  is  only  wanting,  to  the  fiscal  prosperity  of 
the  Government,  the  restoration  of  an  uniform  medi- 
um  of  exchange.  The  resources  and  the  faith  of  the 
nation,  displayed  m  the  system  which  Congress  has 
established,  insure  respect  and  confidence  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  local  accumulations  of  the 
revenue  have  already  enabled  the  Treasury  to  meet 
the  public  engagements  in  the  local  currency  of  most 
of  the  States  ;  and  it  is  expected  that  the  same  cause 
will  produce  the  same  effect  throughout  the  Union. 
But.  for  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large,  as 
well  as  for  the  purpose,  of  the  Treasury,  it  it  essen- 
tial that  the  nation  should  possess  a  currency  of  equal 
value,  credit,  and  use,  wherever  it  may  circulate.  The 
Constitution  has  intrusted  Congress,  exclusively,  with 
the  power  of  creating  and  regulating  a  currency  of 
that  description  ;  and  the  measure,  which  were  taken 
during  the  last  session,  in  execution  of  the  power,  give 
every  promise  of  success.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  been  organiied  under  auspices  the  moat 
favorable,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  an  important  auxili- 
ary  to  those  measures. 

For  a  more  enlarged  view  of  the  public  finance., 
with  a  view  of  tha  measures  pursued  by  the  Treasury 
Department,  previous  to  the  resignation  of  the  late 
Secretary,  1  tran.mit  an  extract  from  the  last  report  of 
that  officer.  Congress  will  perceive  in  it  ample  proof, 
of  the  solid  foundation  on  which  the  financial  pros- 
perity of  the  nation  resU ;  and  will  do  justice  to  the 
disungu.shed  ability  and  successful  exertions  with 
which  the  dut.e.  of  the  department  were  executed, 
during  a  period  remarkable  for  lU  difficulties  and  it. 
peculiar  perplexities. 

The  period  of  my  retiring  from  the  public  service 
being  at  little  disunce,  1  shall  find  no  occasion  more 
proper  than  the  present  for  expre«ing  to  my  felJow- 
citizens  my  deep  sense  of  the  continued  confidence  and 
knd  support  which  I  have  received  from  then,.  My 
grateful  recollection  of  these  distinguished  mark,  of 
their  tavorable  regard  can  never  cease  ;  and.  with  the 
consciousness  that  if  I  have  not  served  my  country 
wih  greater  ability,  I  have  served  it  wuh  a  sincere 
gMtTficTtion     •""'"P"-^  •"«  "  •  'o^rc.  of  unfailing 

Happily,  I  ehall  carry  with  me  from  the  public  thea- 
tre, other  sources,  which  those  who  love  their  country 
most,  will  best  appreciate.  1  shall  behold  it  blessed 
with  tranquiUity  and  prosperity  at  home,  and  with 
peace  and  respect  abroad.  I  c«n  indulge  the  proud 
reflection  that  the  American  people  have  reached,  in 
salety  .nd  success,  their  foruelh  year  as  an  independ- 
ent  naiion  ;  that,  for  nearly  an  entire  generation,  they 
nave  had  expeneoce  of  their  present  CoasUtulion,  the 
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offspring  of  their  undisturbed  deliberations  and  of 
their  free  choice ;  that  they  have  found  it  to  bear  the 
trials  of  adverse  as  well  as  prosperous  circumstances  ; 
to  contain,  in  its  combination  of  the  federate  and  elec- 
tive principles,  s  reconcilement  of  public  strength 
with  individual  liberty,  of  national  power  for  the  de- 
fence of  national  rights,  with  a.ecurity  against  wars 
of  injustice,  of  ambition,  and  of  \ain  glory,  m  the 
fundamental  provision  which  subjects  all  questions  of 
war  to  the  will  of  the  nation  itself,  which  is  to  pay  its 
cost  nnd  feel  its  calamities.  Nor  is  it  less  a  peculiar 
felicity  of  this  Constitution,  so  dear  to  us  all,  that  it  is 
found  to  be  capable,  without  losing  its  vital  energies, 
of  expanding  itself  over  a  spacious  territory,  with  the 
increase  and  expnn^ion  of  the  community  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  established. 

And  may  I  not  be  allowed  to  add  to  this  gratifying 
spectacle,  that  I  shall  read  in  the  character  of  the 
American  people,  in  their  devotion  to  true  liberty, and 
to  the  Constitution  which  is  its  palladium,  sure  pre- 
sage., that  the  destined  career  of  my  country  will  ex- 
hibit a  Government  pursuing  the  pubUc  good  as  it. 
sole  object,  and  regulating  its  means  by  the  great  prin- 
ciples consecrated  in  its  charter,  and  by  those  moral 
principles  to  which  they  are  k>  well  allied:  A  Govern- 
ment which  watches  over  the  purity  of  election*,  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  the  trial  by  jury, 
and  the  equal  interdict  against  encroachments  and 
compacts  between  religion  and  the  State ;  which 
maintains  inviolably  the  maxims  of  public  faith,  the 
security  of  persons  and  property,  and  encourages,  in 
every  authorized  mode,  that  general  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge which  guarantees  to  public  liberty  it.  perma- 
nency, and  to  those  who  possess  the  blessing,  the  true 
enjoyment  of  it  :  A  Government  which  avoids  intru- 
sions on  the  internal  repose  of  other  nations,  and  re- 
pels them  from  its  own  ;  which  does  justice  to  all 
nations  with  a  readiness  equal  to  the  firmness  with 
which  It  requires  justice  from  them  ;  and  which,  while 
it  refines  its  domestic  code  from  every  ingredient  not 
congenial  with  the  precepts  of  an  enlightened  age, 
and  the  Kntiments  of  a  virtuous  people,  seeks,  by  ap- 
peals to  reason,  and  by  its  liberal  examples,  to  infuse, 
into  the  law  which  governs  the  civilized  world,  a  spirit 
which  may  diminish  the  frequency,  or  circumscribe 
the  calamities  of  war,  and  meliorate  the  social  and 
beneficent  relations  of  peace :  A  Government,  in  a 
word,  whose  conduct,  within  and  without,  may  be- 
speak the  most  noble  of  all  ambitions — that  of  promo- 
ting peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  to  man. 

These  contemplations,  sweetening  the  remnant  of 
my  days,  will  animate  my  prayers  lor  the  happiness  of 
my  beloved  country,  and  a  perpetuity  of  the  institu- 
tions under  which  it  is  enjoyed. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

DSCEMBKR  3,  1816. 

The  Mebsage  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  two  thousand  copies  of  the  Mes- 
sage ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Wednesday.  December  4. 

The  resolution  fur  the  appoinimenl  of  Chap- 
lains was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  diflferenl  de- 
norainaiiuns,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  during 
the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall 
iaierchange  weekly. 


Mr.  Varncm  submitted  the  following  motion 
fur  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  requihng  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  competent 
office  of  discount  and  deposite  within  the  City  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly  to 
employ  one  a.ssistani  and  two  horsts.  was  read 
the  second  lime,  and  considered  as  in  Commiiiee 
of  the  Whole ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  Pheside.nt  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrosyed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  Legis- 
lative measures  may  be  necessary  for  admiiting 
the  State  of  Indiana  into  the  Union,  or  for  ex- 
tending the  law?  of  the  United  States  to  that 
State,  made  report.  wiPJfch  was  read,  together 
with  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, That  the  State  of  Indiana,  having  formed  to  them- 
selves a  constitution  and  State  government,  conform- 
able to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  principles  of  the  articles  of  compact  between 
the  original  States,  and  the  people  and  States  to  be 
formed  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
passed  on  the  13lh  day  of  July,  1787,  the  said  State 
shall  be,  and  ii  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respect, 
whatever. 

Ordered,  That  said  resolulion  pass  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  foreign 
affairs,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  manufac- 
tures, be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  navigation 
and  commerce,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  militia, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

5.  Resolved,  That  m  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  weights 
and  measures,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutos  as  relates  to  a  National 
University,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

7.  Resolved,  That  ao  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  Uoiled  State.,  as  relates  to  road,  and 
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fanals,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  ieare  to 
Report  by  fill  or  otherwise. 

'  8.  Heao^ved,  Th;U  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  slave 
yade,  be  ifeferred  to  <  select  committee,  with  leave  to 
>ieport  by  pill  or  otierwise. 

9.  Resdived,  T/iat  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
I'resident  |pf  th«  United  Slates  as  relates  to  crimes  and 
^ffenrcs,  1«  re/erred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave 
^■i  report  l^  bill  or  otherwise. 

i   10.  Ra4lved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
president  fif  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  Judi- 
^ary  Estaljlishmcnt,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
f  ith  leave  ^to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
;  11.  Resdted,  That  so  much  of  the  Messnec  of  the 

t president  uf  the  United    States  as  relates  to'an  addi- 
nal  Executive  Department,  be  referred  to  a  select 
mmittee.:with  leave  to  report  by  bdl  or  otherwise. 
-  12.  Resdjved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  y),t'  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  office 
\  °1  Atlome^.  General,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
y  ^plh  leave  v>  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
'     a  13.  Resched,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
i»residcnt  Cf  the  United  States,  as  relates 

be   referred   to  a  select 


*   )»:esidcnt  Cf  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  the  finan 

\  i\s  and  a  Rational   currency,  _ „   ,„  „  ^^,^ 

■^  cjmmittee,- with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


5. 


J  ^ 
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^  J  Thursday,  Dvcemher 

••Dudlei^Chace,  from  the  Slate  of  Vermont; 
Y'LLiAM^ Hunter,  from  the  Slate  of  Rhode 
Mand  ;  J/j.sATiiA.N-  Roberts,  .'"rom  the  State  of 
l/nnsyivaua  ;  and  James  Brown,  from  the  State 
■cf;  LouiM^a.  severally  took  their  seats  in  the 
ifnate.  aitof  whom  arrived  on  the  4ih  instant. 
jMARTir  D.  Hardin,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
«iv  i^'^'^^'Jif  n  "'^  ^'^'^  of  Kentucky,  in  place 


A  Coimnittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufacture!. 

A  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

A  Committee  on  Naval  AQairs. 

A  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po«t  Roads. 

A  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
moiion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  requiring  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  competent  office  of  discount  and 
deposile  within  the  city  of  Washington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ma.son.  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  po.siponed 
until  Monday  week. 

On  motion,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
motions  for  referring  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  select  committees 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


orWilliarv,  T.  Barry,  resigned,  (who  aVriVed  on 


^;' 


.  t§;  4th   instant.)  produced   his  credentials,   was 

:,q^jalihcd.  und  he  took  his  seal  in  the  Senate, 
■jtrhe  re^lulion    authorizing    the    Sergeant-at- 
/^m.s  to  ^nploy  one  assistant  and   two   horses, 

iti^  ^^^    '-^^ihird  lime  and  passed. 

.J^fVlr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
.rvj^d,  ol  tU  city  of  Philadelphia,  prayina  relief 

J  «  an  allejred  forfeiture  under  the  non-importa- 


ti*«   laws.  4s  stated 


in   the  petition,  which  was 


j,»eifU,  and  rj-ferred  to  a  select  committee  to  con- 
...tii*r  and  teport  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
^fcfij  Messrs  Roberts.  Brown, and  Howell,  were 
jjf»pi>ointed  i|ie  committee. 

^  ?3n  motijn.  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  report  of  the 
..'Uromiitee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
►,tr3ny,  what.  Legislative  measures  may  be  neces- 
ntj-y  »or  adijiitting  the  State  of  Indiana  into  the 
•^J^ion,  or  t^r  extending  the  laws  of  the  United 
•i:|Wtes  to  |iat  State,  was  recommitted  to  the 
i.-i.ne  cornt^ittee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
ill^eon.      I  ' 

•  ^Ir.  Bah:>our  submitted  the  following  moiion 
i^-jconside.dtion,  which  was  twice  read  by  unani- 
■  tiitfis  consent : 

4^»^lted,  r hat  it  shall  be  one  of  the  rules  of  the 
^j^ate  that  pe  following  standing  committees  be  ap- 
i<x<,fileii  al  ea-:h  ses-sion  •  *^ 


4  Commiiwe  on  Foreijn  Relations. 
'.«.  Commuiet  on  Ways  and  Means. 


Friday.  December  6. 

William  H.  Wells,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, who  arrived  on  the  5ih  instant,  took  hii 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreaentalivu  of  the  United  States  ■ 

The  9th  section  of  the  act,  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  "  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Stales,  and  lor  other 
purposes,"  having  received  a  construction  giving  to  it 
a  scope  of  great  and  uncertain  extent,  1  thought  it 
proper  that  proceedings  relative  to  claims  under  that 
part  of  the  act  should  be  suspended,  untU  Congress 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  defining,  more  precisely, 
the  cases  contemplated  by  them.  With  that  view,  I 
now  recommend  the  subject  to  their  consideration. 
'I  hey  will  have  an  opportunity,  at  the  same  time,  of 
considering  how  far  other  provisions  of  the  act  may  be 
rendered  more  clear  and  precise  in  their  import. 

JAMES  MADISO.>(. 
DicBMBxa  6,  1816. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford.  the  consideration 
of  the  motions  of  the  4lh  instant  for  referring  the 
Message  of  the  PreMdent  of  the  United  States  to 
select  comraiiiees,  was  further  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

On   motion,  by  Mr.  Varndm,  the  Senate   pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  on  their 
part ;  and,  on  the  b.iilots  having  been  counted,  it 
appeared  that  the  Reverend  John  Glendy  had  a 
majority,  and  was  elected. 

ADMISSION  OF  INDIANA. 
Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  any.  and,  if  any.  what  Legis- 
lative measures  may  be  necessary  for  admitting 
the  Slateof  Indiana  into  the  Union,  or  for  ex  tend" 
ing  the  laws  of  the  United  Siates  to  that  State, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  their  report  on  that 
subject,  reported  (he  resolution  for  admitting  the 
State  0/  Indiana  into  the  Union,  with  arnend- 
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menis,  which  were  read  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  tne  resolution  to  tbe 
House  amended  accordingly. 

On  the  question  '•  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed ami  read  a  third  lime  !"  it  was  determined 
in  the  aflirmative. 

The  said  resolution  having  been  reported  by 
the  comraiitee  correctly  engrossed,  wai  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1816,  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  that  Stale  into  the  Union,"  the  people  of  the 
■aid  Territory  did.  on  the  29th  day  of  June,  in  the 
present  year,  by  a  convention  called  for  that  purpose, 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  Slate  govern- 
ment, which  constitution  and  Slate  government  so 
formed  is  republican,  and  in  conformity  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  articles  of  compact  between  the  original 
States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  on  the  13ih  day,  of  July 
1787: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  nf  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  State  of  Indiana  shall  be  one,  and 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  by  or- 
dering the  appointment,  at  each  session,  of  stand- 
ing committees  on  the  regular  subjects  of  legisla- 
tion, instead  u{  providing  select  coininiliees  for 
every  occasion  requiring  the  reference  of  a  sub- 
ject. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Barbooh.  to  add  to  the 
number  a  standing  committee  on  the  subject  of 
roads  and  canals,  gave  ri-e  to  some  debate. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mason 
of  New  Harapshire.and  Daggett,  on  the  ground 
that,  except  the  Cumberhnd  road,  the  United 
States  possesses  neither  road.>  norcanais,  on  which 
10  legislate;  that  it  was  not  a  regular  and  per- 
manent subject  for  tbe  consideration  of  Congress  ; 
tliat  It  had  not  yet  even  been  dt-cided  that  the 
United  States  had  a  Constitutional  jurisdiction 
over  roads  and  canals,  and  that  under  this  doubt, 
the  extension  of  their  Constitutional  powers  on 
the  subject  had  been  suggested,  dec. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied,  that  his  motion  proceeded 
from  his  impressions  of  the  importance  of  roads 
and  canals  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
Republic;  that  it  was,  moreover,  a  subject  re- 
peatedly recommended  to  their  consideration  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ;  that  though, 
except  in  the  single  road  mentioned,  the  United 
States  possessed  neither  roads  nor  canals,  on 
which  to  legislate,  his  object  was  to  provide  for 
their  creation,  and  with  that  view,  he  wished  the 
subject  to  be  referred  to  a  permanent  committee, 
to  deliberate  and  regularly  report  thereon  ;  that 
there  was  a  universal  sentiment  m  the  country  in 
favor  of  these  great  objects  of  donaestic  improve- 


ment ;  and  that,  whatever  doubts  might  exist  as  to 
the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  legislate 
on  the  subject,  the  Slates  would  never  urg'e  that 
objection.butwouldalwayscordially  co-operate  in 
objects  so  promotive  of  their  advantage  and  con- 
venience, dtc.  He  was  not,  however'anxious  to 
press  the  subject  at  this  time,  in  the  way  he  had 
proposed,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  gentlemen, 
and  would  therefore  withdraw  his  motion. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 


Monday,  December  9. 

IsHAM  Talbot,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
arrived  on  the  6ih  instant,  and  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  arrived  on  the 
7th.  and  severally  attended  this  day. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  for  amending  the  rules  of  the  Senate  so 
as  to  appoint  at  each  session  certain  standing 
commitiees;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  BARBorR,  it 
having  been  amended,  on  the  question,  ''Shall 
this  re-oliition  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford.  the  consideration 
of  the  motions  of  the  4th  instant,  for  referring  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slat'es  to 
select  committees,  was  further  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

On  moiion,  by  Mr.  Varncm,  that  the  Me.'^sage 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
6ih  instant,  relative  to  the  act  ''to  authorize  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,,  and  lor  other  purposes,"  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next.  '^ 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  compen'^ation  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Senators  and  Representatives. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  relative  to  the  repeal  of 
the  compensation  law. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  to  amend  the  same  by 
striking  out  from  the  word  'That,"  in  the  1st  line, 
the  remainder  of  the  resolution,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  '-a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the 
law  passed  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled 
'An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensation  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  Delegates  from  Territories," 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  24, 
nays  5.  as  follows: 

YaAS — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell,  Cbace,    Condit,    Daggett,    Fromentin,    Gaillard, 
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.*  ;}fardin,  Hi>rwy,  Howell,  Hunter,  Laeock,  Mason  of 

;  ?|cw  Hampehire,  Ma«oa  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rob«rU, 
4  "Palbot,  Tilt,  ThompsoD,  Tichenor,  Welia,  and  Wil- 
V^  Ii«m8. 

*  '  Nats — Messrs.  Mafon,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Varnum, 
V.  4d  Wilsot:. 
'    >  The  resolulioD  havins;  been  agreed  lo  as  ameiid- 

ejl,  Messrs,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  and  Rdggles, 
-■^"re  appointed  ihe  committee. 

\       PUBLIC  OFFICES. 
The  Pki-sident  communicated  a  repori,  made 
obedience  to  a  resoluiion  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
ih  q(  Affil  last,  requiring  the  Secretaries  of  the 
^_^^pariraeMs  to   report  jointly  to   the  Senate,  in 
3^fe  first  wi-ek  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a 
\\n  to  in'ure  the  annual  settlement  of  the  public 
ru^ounts,  \jid  a  more  certain  accoutitabtlily  of  the 
ju»blic  ex[vfnditure  io    their    respective   Depart- 
iil^nts;  an  I  the  report  was   read.— It   is  as  fol- 
tvfvs  : 
i  ;*,»n  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
:  <<»h    of  Af.'ril   last,  requiring  the  Secretaries  of  the 
.  Wpa«meni»  to   report  jointly   to   the  Senate,  in  the 
^,^t  week  Qj  the  neit  session  of  Congreaa,  a  plan  to 
^ure  the  jjpnuaJ   seltiement  of  the  public  accounts, 
Ci.'jl  a  more  ;erUin  accounUbUity  of  the  public  expen- 
^uSire   in    tljeir    respective   Departments:   the  under- 
ij^l'ied  havejhe  honor  to  report — 
.     5'*'"'»  '"  ^""^^^  'o   comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
•.MresolulicHi,  and  lo  satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  ! 
rUi*  Senate,  ^it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  causes  I 
•Mhe  delay.vof  the  annual  settlement  of  accounts,  and 
Ci^want  of  sufficient  certainty  m  the  accountability  ' 
;«,f  Jhe  re8p«,Ltive  Departments,  upon  which  the  reso- 

•  Hi«|on  is  preijicated. 

:^An  attentive  review  of  the  principles  upon  which 
:a><  several  BepartmenU  of  the  Government  were  orie- 
irtj^Jy  organised,  and  of  the  changes  which  have  suc- 
.ce^ively  beta  made  in  that  organization,  appears  to 
•bc^ieces^ary  at  the  threshold  of  this  investigation 
-     '*y  rererrir.g  to  the  laws   for  organizing  the  several 

iartment<  of  the  Government,  they  will  be  found 

.e   extremely  general   in   their   terms,   leaving  the 

nbulion  Hi  the  duties,  and  powers  of  the  Secreta- 

in  a  considerable  degree  to  Executive  regulation. 

law  organizing  the  Treasury  Department,  how- 

""^  '«pecifi(^lly  refers  to  that  Department  the  setUe- 

.»«.tt  of  all  public  account*.     The  pecuniary  embar- 

rlE|nents  by  which   the   Government  was  pressed  at 

4b^t  period,  requiring  a  system  of  the  most  rigid  econ- 

■l>»     -n  the  [9iblic  disbursements,  could  not  fail  to  give 

Ko^har  forc^  to  the  idea  that  the  Department  charged 

^\tk  the  rep.>nishment  of  the  Treasury  should  have  a 

;.-»Vt  contro;ovcr  the  public  expenditure.     Under  the 

yr(||cnce  of  ihis  idea,  all  purchases  for  supplying  the 

Jff^  with  provisions,  clothing,  supplies,  in  the  Quar- 

J?"n"  8  6.'parlmeiit,  military  stores,  Indian  goods 

..n«  a      olhf.    supplies  or   articles  for  the  use  of  the 

W|  Department,  were,  by  Executive  regulation,  di- 

.'6c»d  to  be  ^lade  by  the  Treasury  Department 

;?Jhe  first  niportant  change  which  was  made  in  the 
o^JJnization  pf  the  War  Department,  was  effected  by 
tf^.acl   of  tK,e  8th   of  May,  1792,  which   created  the 

!!!^.f  J^"'^'!!'*"^  ?'  '*''''  l^«^P"tment,  and  referred 

0:n.at  officer  the  setUement  of  all  accounu  relative  to 

th»-^pay  of  ,,,e  Army,  the  subsistence  of  the  officera, 


Wues    to  '.okJiers.  expenses   of  the  recruiUng  se"' 
tflp4  and  lb.-   mcidcntal  acd  conimgcnt  expenses  of 
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the  Department.  The  tccounts  settled  by  the  ac- 
countant were  to  be  certified  quarterly,  and  sent  to  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  for  their  revision. 
This  act  continues  with  the  Treasury  Department  the 
power  of  making,  for  the  War  Department,  the  pur- 
chases before  enumerated. 

On  the  30lh  of  April,  1708,  the  Navy  Department 
was  created.  From  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  this  date,  the  Secretary  of  War  executed  the 
orders  of  the  President  in  relation  to  the  Navy.  On 
the  16th  of  July,  in  the  same  year,  the  office  of  Ac- 
counUnt  of  the  Navy  was  created,  and  the  settlement 
of  all  accounts  in  the  Navy  Department  was  referred 
to  that  office.  On  the  same  day  the  power  of  the 
Treasury  Department  to  make  contracts  for  the  War 
Department  was  rescinded,  and  all  the  accounla  of 
that  Department  were,  thenceforward,  settled  by  the 
accountant. 

The  power  of  revision,  both  as  to  the  accounta  of 
the  War  and   Navy  Departments,  was,  and  still  is,  re- 
served   to    the    accounting    officert  of  the   Treasury. 
This  power,  however,  from  the  period  of  the  primary 
settlement    of  the   accounts    of  the    War   and    Navy 
Department,  was  withdrawn  from  the  Treasury,  ceased 
to  be  useful,  and    has  been   preserved  merely  for  the 
sake    of  form.     In    the    Treasury,  balances  or  debt* 
admitted  on  settlement,  are  paid  only  upon  the  report 
of  the  Auditor,  confirmed  by  the  Comptroller,  whoae 
decision  18  final.     In  the  War  and  Navy  Deparlmenta 
the  sums  reported  by  the  accountants  to  be  due  to  in-' 
dividuals,  are  paid  without  waiting  for  the  revK^ion  of 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea»ury.     This  practice, 
which  has  been  adopted   in  some  measure  from  neces-' 
sity,  is  not  believed  to  be   incompatible  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  requiring  that  revision.     The  Ac- 
countants   of  the    War    and  Navy   Departments    are 
required  to  transmit  quarterly  all  the  accounts,  which 
have    been    settled,   to    the  Treasury  Department  for 
final  revision.     It  could   not  have  been  the  intention 
of  Congress  that  an  officer  or  an  individual,  to  whom 
money  was  found  to  be  due,  by  the  report  of  the  Ac- 
coununt  of  either  of  those  Departments,  should  wait 
for  payment  not  only  until  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter, but  until  his  accounts  should  be  re-examined  by 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  also  by  the  Comp- 
troUer.  ' 

The  delays  to  which  this  course  would  necessarily 
have  led,  must  have  produced  a  state  of  confusion, 
which,  in  a  short  period,  could  not  have  failed  lo  have 
obstructed  all  the  operaUons  of  the  Government.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  manifest,  that  from  the  moment 
paymenU  were  made  upon  the  seltiement  of  the  ac- 
counl^iU,  before  the  rev.sionary  power  of  the  Treas- 
ury officers  was  exercised,  revu.on  became  useless. 
1  he  leading  feature  of  the  organic  laws  of  the  Depart- 
ment's that  the  settlement  of  ihe  public  accounts 
should  exclusively  rest  with  the  Department,  which 
was  charged  with  the  replenishment  of  the  Treasury, 
was  substantially  abandoned.  The  form,  indeed,  wai 
preserved,  but  the  v.ul  principle  was  extinguished. 

It  18  probable  that  more  importance  was  attached  to 
this  principle,  by  those  who  presided  over  the  primary 
organization  of  the  DepartmenU.  than  it  intrinsically 
merits,  i  he  power  of  the  accounting  officers,  whether 
belonging  to  the  Treasury  Department,  or  to  tho,e  in 
wDicn  the  disbursemenu  are  made,  to  enforce  econ- 
omy in  any  branch  of  the  pubhc  service,  must  neces- 
sarily be  extremely  limited. 

In   dubursementa    for    the    pay,   subsistence,   and 
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clothing  of  the  Army,  while  rations  are  famished  by 
contracts,  the  most  rigid  economy  may  be  easily  en- 
forced. In  the  Quartermaster's  department,  and  where 
provisions  are  supplied  by  a  commissariat,  the  account- 
ing officers  can  exercise  but  a  very  limited  control. 
The  principal  reliance  of  the  Government  for  economy, 
in  those  Departments,  must  be  upon  the  integrity  of 
the  persons  employed.  Over  the  contingent  disburse- 
ments of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  which,  in 
time  of  war,  are  considerable,  and  which,  in  all  Gov- 
ernments, are  extremely  liable  to  abuse,  the  account- 
ing officers  have  still  less  control.  For  economy  in 
that  branch  of  the  public  service,  the  bends  of  those 
Departments  must  be  responsible  to  the  nation.  From 
this  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  not  to  be  so  impor- 
tant that  the  public  accounu  ahould  be  settled  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  as  that  they  should  be  prompt- 
ly and  finally  settled. 

Whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  exist  upon  this 
subject,  it  is  beheved,  that  there  can  be  none  upon  the 
propriety  of  either  returning  to  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Departments  were  originally  organized,  of 
referring  the  settlement  of  all  public  accounts  imme- 
diately to  the  Treasury  Department,  or  of  finally  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments 
without  the  intervention  of  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury.  The  former  has  the  recommendation 
of  unity  and  simplicity  in  theory  ;  and,  it  is  believed, 
that  no  serious  inconvenience  will  result  from  it  m 
practice.  The  latter  would  insure  the  prompt  and 
Cnnl  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  De- 
partments, but  might,  possibly,  lead  to  the  establish- 
ment of  different  principles  in  the  settlement  of  the 
public  accounts  in  the  respective  Departments.  Under 
judicious  regulations,  it  is  believed  that  the  prompt 
and  final  settlement  of  the  public  accounts  may  be  as 
effectually  secured  by  the  former,  as  by  the  latter  mod- 
ification. 

Whichever  modification  may  be  adopted,  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  the  accounting  officers  appears  to  be 
indispensable.  From  the  year  1792,  when  the  office 
of  Accountant  of  the  War  Department  was  created,  lo 
the  year  1798,  when  ail  the  accounts  of  the  War  De- 
partment were  referred  for  settlement  to  that  officer, 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States  was  not  so  ex- 
tensive as  the  present  Military  Peace  Establishment. 
The  duties  assigned  the  Accountant  at  the  former 
period  was.  as  has  been  already  stated,  the  settlement 
of  all  accounu  relative  to  the  pay  o»  the  Army,  the 
subsistence  of  officers,  bounties  to  soldiers,  expenses 
of  the  recruiting  service,  and  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  War  Department.  The  services  required  by 
that  act.  are  believed  to  be  sufficient  to  give  full  em-  ' 
ployment  to  one  accounting  officer.  By  the  act  of 
17'j8,  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  relative  to  the  ' 
subsistence  of  the  Army,  the  yuarlermaster's  depart-  ! 
ment,  the  clothing  department,  the  purchase  of  arms 
and  munitions  of  war,  and  to  the  Indian  Department, 
were  relerred  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

The  additional  duties  imposed  upon  the  Accountant 
by  this  act  ha^e  heen  so  great,  that  some  of  the  ac- 
counu of  the  V»ar  Department,  nearly  of  the  same 
date,  remain  still  unsettled.  It  is.  therefore,  confi- 
dently believed,  that  die  duties  imposed  upon  the  Ac- 
countant, by  this  act,  require  the  undivided  attention 
of  another  accounting  officer. 

In  contemplation  of  the  law,  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  revises  all  the  accounts  of  the  Government, 


]  for  the  parpose  of  correcting  the  erron,  both  of  fact 
j  and  of  law,  which   may  have  been  committed  by  the 
I  accounting  officers,  to  whom  their  settlement  is,  in  the 
j  first    instance,    committed.     He    is    likewise    charged 
j  with  the  superintendence  of  the  collection  of  the  rev- 
enue arising  from  duties  and  tonnage,  and  direcU  the 
collection,    by  suit,   of  all    debu    due   lo    the   United 
I  Sutes.     It  has  hctn  already  sUted,  that  the  rerision 
'  of  the  accounu  settled  by  the  accoontanU  of  the  War 
and    Navy    DepartmenU.    by  this  officer,  has   always 
j  been    merely  nominal.     The  enumeration  just  given 
of  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
him,  will  satufy  every  reflecting  mind  that  they  must 
'  continue  to  be   so.     Should    this   officer    be    relieved 
from  the  superintendence  of  the  collection  of  impoeU 
and  duties,  and  of  suiu  for  the  recovery  of  debts  due 
the  United  States,  by  the  assignment  of  those  duties 
to  another  officer,  still,  it  is  believed,  he  would  not  be 
able  to  revise  all  the  accounts  of  the  Government,  so 
as  to  be,  in  fact,  the  check  upon  the  auditing  officers 
which    the    law    contemplates.      When    the    office    of 
Comptroller  was  created,  and  the  duties  of  that  officer 
prescribed,  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  was  the  only 
accounting  officer  whose  acts  he  had  to  revise.     At 
present,  he  has  to  revise  the  settlements  mstde  by  three 
accounting  officers ;  and  according  to  the  plan  which 
it  is  the  duly  of  the  undersigned  lo  propose,  in  order 
lo  insure  the  annual  settlement  of  the  public  accounU, 
there  will  be  five  auditing  or  accounting  officers,  whose 
acts  are  to  be  revised.     From  this  view  of  the  subject, 
the    appointment    of  an    additional    Comptroller    ap- 
pears to  be  indispensable. 

It  has  been  previously  stated  that  the  mass  of  busi- 
ness thrown  upon  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, by  the  act  of  the  16th  of  July,  1798,  has  pro- 
duced an  arrearage  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  that  Department,  almost  coeval  with  that  date.  This 
observation  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  accounts  ap- 
propriately belonging  to  the  Department,  arising  from 
the  administration  of  the  Military  EsUblishment.  But 
the  accounu  of  the  Indian  Department,  without  a 
solitary  exception,  have  remained  unsettled  from  that 
date  to  the  present  period.  This  has  resulted  from 
the  fact,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  is  substantially 
the  auditor  of  all  the  Indian  accounU.  It  is  also  his 
duty  to  inquire  into  and  decide  upon  all  claims  ex- 
hibited by  the  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes  for  prop- 
erty stolen  or  destroyed  by  the  Indian  tribes,  lo  whom 
annuities  are  payable,  and  where  they  are  proved  to 
his  satisfaction,  to  direct  compensation  to  be  made  to 
the  injured  party,  out  of  the  annuity  payable  to  the 
offending  tribe.  These  duties,  together  with  the  ex- 
amination of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Depart- 
ment, which  must  also  receive  his  special  sanction,  if 
duly  attended  to,  would  leave  him  no  time  lo  devote  to 
the  more  imporUnt  and  appropriate  duties  of  his  sta- 
tion. The  consequence  has  been,  that  the  India* 
accounu  have  remained  unsettled,  and  must  continue 
so,  until  a  different  organization  of  the  Department 
shall  be  effected. 

It  is  obvious,  lo  the  mind  of  every  reflecting  man, 
that  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  relation  to  the  Indian  department,  have  no  rational 
connexion  with  the  administration  of  the  miliUry  e»- 
tabUshment.  From  the  view  that  has  been  presented, 
it  is  conceived  that  the  public  interest  requires  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  should  be  relieved  from  further 
attention  to  those  duties.  It  then  becomes  necessary 
to  inquire  whether  those  duties  can,  consistently  with 
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I    .  "ie  public  interest,  be  assigaed  to  either  of  the  other  I 

s'       .vpnarf mpnia  An     pTaminiltion     intr>    thn    diilipii    ro. 


I 


i 


J 


.partmen^.  An  examination  into  the  duties  re- 
riuired  of  ihoae  department*,  it  is  confidently  believed, 
^nnot  fau  to  produc«  the  most  decided  conviction, 
TJtiat  no  a>iditional  duties  ought  to  be  irapo:ied  upon 
;jem,  unti.-r  their  pr«ent  organization.  On  the  other 
°  i  j[  4*"^<  thcf'  >B  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  public 
\i'  wtereat  w;>uld  b«  promoted  by  relieving  those  depart- 
'i'iijijents  of  several  branches  of  the  public  service,  at 
i  w*    tt'ewnt  committed  to  tbcir  respective  charges. 

The  reirenchments  which,  with  great  advantage  to 

lie  public  interest,  might   be  made  in  the  duties  now 

opo»ed  u,ion  the  Secretaries  of  the  respective  depart- 

cnts,  anj    the  General   Post  Office,   would  furnish 

pje  employment  for  the  head  of  another  indepen- 

nt  deparcinent. 

An  appi-opriale  assignment  of  duties  to  the  chief  of 

e   new  tiepartment,  would   embrace   the  Territorial 

•    (  overnments,  the  Indian  department,  the  General  Post 

y    Office,  roaJs  and  canal?,  and  the  Patent  Office,  and 

'f   «(ich  other  branches  of  the  public  service  as   may  be 

"^   tj^emed  cx;»edient. 

;      i  But  the  delecU  in  organization  of  the  existing  de- 
*    jirtmenls,  iare  not  the  only  reasons  why  the  public  ac- 

tunu  are  jiot  annually  settled. 
-,       Thewatitof  power  to  compel  those  to  whom  the 
^   etllection,  ir  disbursement  of   the    public  money  has 
^>^en  confif:<d,  to  render  their  vouchers  and  settle  their 
-.^^ounls.   vhen   required,  has  largely  contributed  to 
^;swell   the   $st  of  unsettled   accounu.     The   power  of 
V   dismissing  jTrom  office  for  misfeasance  or  nonfeasance 
.    i»  office,  e.j)ecially  with  the  collecting  officers,  is  suf- 
i   iTiienlly  coercive,  as  long  as  the  conduct  of  the  officer 
f   t^ill  bear  fixaminatiun,  and   powertully  contribute?  to 
;.U;ep  him   tji  the  line  of  his  duty.     But  when  the  bet- 
«tifemenl  of  iis  accounts  must  expose  his  guilt,  and  es- 
^  Pfcially  whjn   he  has  been  dismissed  from  office,  this 
^-.cjercion  et,;irely  ceases.     With  disbursing  offices,  and 
v;,c|rlicularl>nn  the  Military  Establishment,  this  mode  of 
J  fljercion   is  much  more  feeble.     In  that   department, 
'  t-^,  there  .^i  the  strongest  reason  for  the  adoption  of 
tae  most  v.jrorous  measures  to  bring  to  a  prompt'and 
CJial  seitlcioent   those  who  have  been  intrusted  with 
^  tj^e  disburst^neiit  of  money,  particularly  in  the  Ciuarter- 
.   iVisters  aij   Paymasters  department.     Until  the  ac- 
^   counts  ot  tl|e  Quartermaster  General  of  an  army,  or  of 
^  atiiiluary  d^trict,  arc  settled,  it  is  impossible  to  settle  the 
Miricountsuf..  the  deputies  and  assistants,  the  barrack- 
r   lijuters,  fortgemaslers'  and  quartermasters,  employed 
?  \»^th  the  sa  "le  army,  or  in  the  same  district.    The  same 
ervation  applies  to  the  pay  departmcnU.     Until  the 
)uty  payl^iaster   general  settles   his  accounU,  or  at 
8t  until  he  renders  his  vouchers,  none  of  the  district, 
,  ■lywiantdiNlrictpaymasters,  or  regimental  paymasters, 
■  .•c«ri  settle  l«eir  accounts.     This  observation  applies  to 
l^    several  grades    in   both    DepartmenU.       Thus  a 
i-^"'8'«  offic(f,  who  knows  himself  to  be  a  public  de- 
.**[''*'■•  ^^y-  h  standing  aloof,  and  by  procrastinating 
W  decision  of  law,  after  suit  is  brought,  prevent,  for 
y^rs,  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  other  officers, 
.«f^o  may  b«r  solicitous  to  adjust  them. 
- .  ;'|Il  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  Legislature  to  apply 
»;J)ropriale    remedies  for  every  evil,  disclosed   by  ibe 
{J*clical    Ojjcrations  of  the  Government.      The  one 
-;;«♦>«  under  consideration,  taken    in   connexion  with 
U*e  mdbilii,  of  the   accounting  officers,  to  settle  an- 
;  ijtially  vUe  lublic  accounU,  has  produced  more  serious 
f .%.  nat-queno.*  to  the  National  Treasury,  than  every  other 
^  ;^ml«d.     TUe  conviction,  on  the  part' of  an  officer,  that 
?  .  •• 


3. 

4. 
5. 


bis  tccoints,  cannot,  or  will  not,  be  settled  for  yemrt, 
presents  a  certain  degree  of  impunity  to  embezzlement' 
and  powerfully  tempu  to  the  commission  of  it.  The 
necessity  of  resorting  to  an  action  at  law  to  enforce 
the  settlement  of  accounts,  or  to  recover  money  em« 
bezzled  by  an  officer,  ought  to  l»e  avoided,  if  it  can  be 
done  consistently  with  the  provisions  of  ihe  Con«tita- 
tion.  In  some  of  the  States  this  nec^sfcity  is  avoided 
the  public  money  retained  by  a  revenue  officer,  being 
collected  by  execution  issued  by  the  State  treasurer. 
If  this  or  a  similar  principle  could  be  acted  upon  br 
the  United  States,  embezzlement  would  not  be  frequent. 
In  conformity  with  these  preliminary  observations, 
the  undersigned  respectfully  propoee,  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient— 

Fiist.  That  another  independent  Department  of 
the  Government  be  organized  to  be  denominated  the 
"  Home  Depart.Tient." 

That  the  SecreUry  of  this   Department  shall  exe- 
cute the  onlers  of  the  President  in  relation  to, 
1.  The  Territorial  government*. 

The  National  Highways  and  Canals. 
The  General  Post  Office. 
'Ihe  Patent  Office. 
The  Indian  Department. 
Second.  That  the  primary  and  final  settlement  of 
all  accounU  be  made  m  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
that  the  organization  of  that  Department  be  modified, 
so  as  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 

1.  Four  additional  Auditors. 

2.  One  additional  Comptroller. 

3.  One  Solicitor. 

4.  That  the  Mint  Establishment  be  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Third.  That  the  office  of  Accountant  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Department,  and  of  the  Superintendent 
General  of  MiliUry  Supplies,  be  abolished. 

Fourth.  That  the  survey  ol  the  coast  be  confided  to 
the  Navy  Department. 

According  to  the  modification  here  recommended, 
the 

First  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  settlement  of 
the  public  accounts,  accruing  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partinent. 

Second  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  settlement 
of  all  accounts  relative  to  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the 
Army,  the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  bounties  and 
premiums,  the  recruiting  service,  and  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  War  Department. 

Third  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  settlement 
of  all  accounts,  relative  to  the  Army,  the  Quartermas- 
ter's department,  the  Hospital  department,  and  the 
Ordnance  department.  Both  of  th-se  Auditow  will 
keep  the  property  account  connected  with  those  branch- 
es of  service,  in  the  War  Department,  confided  to  them, 
respectively. 

Fourth  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  settlement 
of  all  accounts  relative  to  the  Navy  Department. 
-•\nd  the 

Fifth  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  settlement  of 
all  account*  relative  to  the  State  and  Home  depart- 
ments. 

The  First  Comptroller  being  relieved  from  directing 
and  superintending  the  recovery  by  suits  of  all  debts 
due  the  Government,  will  revise  all  accounts  settled  by 
the  First  and  Fifth  Auditor. 

Second  Comptroller  will  revise  all  settlements  made 
by  the  Second,  Ihird.  and  Fourth  Auditors. 

The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  will  be  charged  with 
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the  recovery  of  the  debts  doe  the  Government,  accord- 
ing to  the  forms  prescribed  by  law. 

It  is  probable  that  experience  will  suggest  the  pro 
priety  of  making  cb-mges  in  the  distribution  of  duties 
among  the  accounting  ofFicers  of  the  Treasury.  In 
order  thut  they  may  be  done  with  facility,  and  as  they 
shall  be  discovered  to  be  necessary,  it  is  respectfully 
recommended  that  the  whole  subject  be  left  to  Execu- 
tive regulation. 

With  this  organization  of  the  DepartmenU,  the  check 
contemplated  by  the  revision  of  the  Comptroller  will 
be  as  effectual  as  it  can  be  made.  Money  will  then 
be  paid  in  all  the  Departments  upon  the  settlement  of 
an  auditor,  only  after  it  has  been  revised  and  ap- 
proved by  a  comptroller. 

If  the  Departments  should  be  thus  organized  and 
vested  with  sufficient  power  to  compel  all  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  or  disbursement  of  the  public 
money  to  render  their  vouchers  and  settle  their  ac- 
counts, the  annual  settlement  of  the  public  accounts 
will  be  insured,  and  a  more  certain  accountability  es- 
tablished in  the  respective  Departments. 

If  the  officer  intrusted  with  the  recovery  of  money 
improperly  detained  by  jjublic  officers  was  authorized 
to  issue  an  execution  lor  the  sum  appearing  to  be  due, 
either  upon  settlement  or  upon  the  failure  to  settle, 
when  called  upon  for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  exe-  ' 
cution  HO  issued  should  be  satisfied  by  the  distress  and 
sale  of  all  the  delinquent's  property,  and  that  of  bis 
securities,  one  of  the  most  formidable  obstacles  to  the 
annual  settlement  of  the  public  accounU  would  be  sur- 
mounted. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  Constitutional  objec- 
tion to  the  adoption  of  the  principle,  in  relation  to  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  who  improperly  withhold 
the  public  money.     Under  the  law  imposing  the  direct 
tax,  the   collector,  on   default  of  payment,  is   author- 
ized to  make  the  amount  ilue  by  the  levy  and   sale  of 
the  defaulter's  property.     In  this  case  there  is,  on  the 
part  of  the  defaulter,  nothing  but  a  breach  of  the  gen- 
eral implied  obligation,  which  every  citizen  owes  to  the 
community,  to  contribute  to  the  wants  of  the  State,  in 
proportion   to  the  property  which    he  possesses.     This 
breach  may  frequently  l)e  the  result  of  inevitable  ne- 
cessity, and  but  seldom  brings  his  integrity  in  question. 
In  the  case  of  the  delinquent  officer,  there  is,  in  most 
cases,  a  direct  breach  of  special  confidence,  involving 
the  odious  charge  of  peculation  or  embezzlement.     Is 
there  any  reason  why  the  remedy  of  the  Government 
should  be  more  summary  in  tlie  former   than  in   the 
latter  case  1     Is  there  not,  on  the  contrary,  a  clear  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  cases,  entirely  in  favor  of  the 
tax  defaulter  ?     Can  it  be  considered   more  important 
to  the  community  that  the  revenue  should  be  rigidly 
collected,  than  that  it  should  be  faithfully  and  honestly 
disbursed?     Has  the  difference  in  the  remedy  arisen 
from  the  consideration,  that  the  one  has  wiihheld  from 
the  Government  a  hundred  cents,  which  he  ought  to 
have    paid,  whilst    the   other  has    embezzled   a  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  public  money,  thus  summarily  col- 
lected ! 

There  can  be  r©  Joubt  that  the  different  remedies  in 
the  two  cases  have  resulted  from  the  want  of  sufficient 
reflection,  and  not  hom  design.  The  sul.ject  is  now 
presented  to  the  view  of  ihe  Senste,  and  no  doubt  is 
entertained  that  that  en\>g|,iened  body  will  satisfy  the 
demands  of  reason  and  juuice.  It  may  be  proper  to 
observe,  that  the  principle  now  recommended  has  been 
applied  by  the  laws  laying  direct  taxea  to  the  collect- 


ors of  the  internal  revenue.  The  Legislature,  in  rela- 
tion to  that  class  of  officers,  has  even  authorized  the  ar- 
rest  and  imprisonment  of  collectors  who  fail  to  collect, 
or  neglect  to  pay  after  collection  ;  and  the  seizure  and 
sale  of  the  property,  real  and  personal,  Of  his  securi- 
ties  during  their  imprisonment.  As  the  principle  has 
already  been  applied  to  cases  arising  out  of  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue,  it  is  respectfully  conceived  that 
reasons  more  cogent  call  for  its  application  to  the  dis- 
bursing officers  of  the  Government.  The  different 
rules  established  in  relation  to  those  two  classes  of  offi- 
ctrs,  if  persevered  in,  cannot  fail  to  present  the  idea, 
that  the  Government  is  more  astute  in  devising  means 
to  raise  and  collect  revenue,  than  in  enforcing  a  faith- 
ful application  of  it,  when  collected. 

JAMES  MONROE, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 

GEO.  GRAHAM, 

Acting  Sec'ry  of  War. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 
Decbmbbr,  1815. 

Hon.  JoHif  Gaillard, 

Fresidcnt  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate. 


Tdesday,  December  10. 

Mr.  Williams  called  up  the  petition  of  Alfred 
M.  Carter,  uf  Tenne.-isee,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  other  heirs  of  his  deceased  father,  Landon 
Carter,  praying  payment  for  an  unliquidated  loan- 
office  certificate  for  five  hundred  dollars,  as  stated 
in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  standing 
commillees  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as 
follows: 

Resolced,  That  it  shall  be  one  of  the  rules  of 
the  Senate  that  the  following  standing  commit- 
tees be  appoinied  at  each  session. 

A  Commiitee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

A  Committee  on  Finance. 

A  Commiiiee  on  Commerce  and  .Manufactures. 

A  Committtc  on  .Military  Affairs. 

A  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

A  Commiitee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  Commiiiee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  Commiitee  of  Claims. 

A  Committee  on  ihe  Judiciary. 

A  Commiiiee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  and 

A  Comiiiitlee  on  Pensions. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Barbodr  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  following  resolu- 
tion, wliicli  was  read: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  Stales  of  A  merica  in  Congress  as- 
sembled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constituiion  of  the 
United  Slates  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  Sutes,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  l>egisla- 
lures  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution  : 
No  law  varying  the  compensation  for  the  services  of 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  take  effect  until 
an  election  of  Representatives  shall  have  intervened. 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Tiie  Senaie  adjourned. 


:  >. 


i 

In! 

H 


M 


' 


I* 


i 


I 


•i 
1 


31 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


SENATg. 


82 

Standing  Commillut— Reference  of  the  Message.  Dbcembes  1816. 


H 


i 


'-,      Wednesday,  December  11. 

Mr.  Var.num  coramonicated  ihe  instructions  of 
the  Le-^islaiure  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
cbusett?  (o  their  Senators  in  Congress,  to  ose 
-  .,  their  ufluence  to  effect  the  repeal  of  the  act, 
V  "^  passed  the  nineipenth  day  of  March  labt, changing 
^  \  the  mode  and  increasing  the  compensation  of 
'\  J  mem b<:f5  of  Congress  ;  which  were  read. 
I  •  Mr.  \'arj»cm  withdrew  his  motion  for  referring 
to  a  select  committee  the  Me>sage  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  of  the  5ih  instant,  rela- 
tive to  ihe  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  prop- 
,  ..  erty  lost,  captured,  or  deslroyeij  by  the  enemy. 
^  ;  *i  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
y   «  and  for^ other  purposes. 

^.i  The  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
'■^  United;States,  relative  to  the  compensation  of 
.«^i  membees  of  Congress,  was  read  a  second  time, 
^\^^  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
jv  S»  five  meinbers,  to  con.<ider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
«  j<  Messrs  Barbol'k.  Roberts,  Daggett.  Mason, 
•'^'J  of  New  Hampbhire,  and  Bhown,  were  appointed 
5*  -J,  the  committee. 


•J 

*•  X  — 

•i  ?  •       TnoRSPAY,  December  12. 

J  J  RoB»«T  11.  GoLDSBOROOGH,  from  the  State  of 
't.  ■<  Maryland,  arrived  on  the  11th,  and  attended  this 
J'  1  day. 

j;«i  GeorJge  M.  Thodp,  (who  arrived  on  the  11th 
/V  instant. )[  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
^,  ^of  the  J^iate  of  Georgia,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
t  Jsioned  hy  the  resignation  of  William  W.  Bibb, 
5^^  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  be 
T;^  took  hii  seat  in  the  Senate. 

1  \  The  f^edentials  (,f  George  M.  Troop,  appoint- 
.^.  ■jed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
\L^Georgu;  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
i. :  -<  p"  ^"^^  'f  h  day  of  March  next,  were  also  read,  and 
^'  ilaid  on  ijle. 

V'j  The  {41th  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
r-  MO  Jamf^  Noble  and  Waller  Taylor,  respect- 
|'.-;ively.  appointed  Senators  by  the  Legislature  of 
»  ilhe  Stale  of  Indiana;  their  credentials  having 
I  ijbren  read  and  filed  on  the  2d  instant,  they  took 
1  >their  seats  in  the  Senate. 
V  3     On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

i-*  Resoled,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
^the  classjs  in  which  the  Senators  of  the  State  of 
..  jjlndiana  hall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  to  the  res- 
jft  .^oluiion  of"  the  14th  of  May,  1789.  and  as  theCon- 
Z  tstitution  requires. 
H  ^  On  ni!,tion,  by  Mr.  Morrow. 
•*  <f     Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot 

*  c^*  ^^^^^  papers,  of  equal  size,  numbered  1,  2,  and 
p  g3;  each  of  the  >.aid  Senators  shall  draw  out  one 
■.    J^pe""-     ^o.  1,  if  drawn,  shall  entitle  the  member 

*  fc  ^  P'-r'-fd  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms 


i 


service  will  expire  on  the  31  of  March.  1817; 
.  fio.  2,  ir»  the  cla<^s  whose  terms  will  expire  on  the 
;  ^J  ol  M«Tch,  1819;  and  No.  3,  in  the  class  whose 
r   jy«fnr;s  Will  expire  on  the  3J  of  March,  1821. 
It-  V  ^'""'■'i'pon,  lii*?  numbers  abovemen'lioned  were 
^^>by  li.e  S'creiary,  rolled  up  and  put  into  the  box; 

*    5^f  ?  ^'  ^^^'^  '^'^''^  ^"-  3'  2'"^  's  accordingly 
.    ijol  the  cwss  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service 

w 

k 

9 


will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1821;  and  Mr. 
Taylor  drew  No.  2,  and  is  accordingly  of  the 
class  whose  terms  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1819. 


Friday.  December  13. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Williams,"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbocr,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  the  following  Stand- 
ing Committees,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  10th  instant.     And, 

Messrs.  Barbour.  Macon.  King.  Dana,  and  La- 
cocck,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Messrs.  Campbell,  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
Thompson.  King,  and  Troup,  were  appointed  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Messrs.  Hunter,  Sanford,  Roberts,  an  I  Mason, 
of  New  Hampshire,  were  appointed  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Messrs.  Williams,  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Troup, 
Condit,  and  Ha.'din.  were  appointed  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affair.s. 

Messrs.  Varnum,  Ticlienor,  Larock,  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  and  Williams,  were  appointed  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Militia. 

Messrs.  Tait,  Howell,  Sanford,  Froraentin,  and 
Daggett,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A  ffa  I  rs. 

Messrs.  Morrow,  Brown,  Taylor,  Noble,  and 
Goldsborougli,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Messrs.  Roberts,  Wilson.  Goldsborough,  Tich- 
enor,  and  Mason,  of  Virginia,  were  appointed  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Messrs.  Chacp,  Talbot,  Hunter,  and  Tait,  were 
appointed  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Messrs.  Wilson,  Ashmun,  Thompson,  Talbot, 
and  Chnre,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road-:  And, 

Messrs.  Howell,  Varnum,  Condit,  Wells,  and 
Roberts,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

REFERENCE  OF  THE  MES9.\GE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  4th  instant,  for  referring  the  Mes- 
sa?e  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
select  committees,  which,  having  been  amended, 
were  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Rfsolred,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Preai- 
denl  of  the  United  Statea  as  reUlets  to  foreign  affairs, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  KelaHoni! 
with  leave  to  report  by  bij]  or  olherwiae. 

Keaolved,  That  ao  much  of  the  Mcaaage  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  State*  aa  relates  to  manufacturea, 
and  to  naTigatton  aod  commerce,  be  referred  to  the 
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Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  olherwiae. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  Stales  as  relates  to  ihc  militia,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  weights  and 
measures,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Dana,  Hardin,  Morrow,  King,  and 
Rdggles,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  a  National 
University,  be  referred  to  a  select  commitiee,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  olherwiae. 

Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Mason,  of  New 
Hampshire,  Condit.  and  Goldsborough,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  aa  relates  to  roads  and 
canals,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Horsey,  Morrow,  Lacock,  Ashmdn, 
and  Fromentin,  were  appointed  the  commitiee. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Preei- 
dent  of  ibe  United  Stales  as  relates  to  the  slave  trade, 
be  referred  to  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Horsey,  Rlggles,  Tait,  Hardin,  and 
Daggett,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Retolred,  That  bo  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  as  relates  to  crimes  and 
offences,  and  to  the  Judiciary  Establishment,  b«  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiitec  on  the  Judiciary,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  an  uddilional 
Executive  Department,  and  to  the  office  of  Attorney 
General,  be  roterred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Sanford,  Macon.  Williams,  Dag- 
gett, and  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  finances, 
and  a  national  currency,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

And.  on  motioD,  the  House  adjourned  until 
Monday. 


Monday,  December  16. 

Mohtfort  Stokes,  who  arrived  on  the  13th 
iostant,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  Statt  of  North  Carolina,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  bj  ilje  resignation  of  James  Turner, 
produced  his  tredeniials,  was  qualified,  and  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  Montfort  Stokes,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  4ih  day  of  .March  next,  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  tie  on  file. 

Mr.  Troup  presented  the  petiiioQ  of  William 
Hlh  Cos.  2J  Ses3. — 2 


Little,  a  citizen  of  New  York,  praying  a  law  may- 
be passed  granting  hira  a  patent  for  au  improved 
mode  of  preparing  and  refining  sugar ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  .Manufactures,  wiih  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  division  and  sale  of  certain 
open  squares  in  said  city  ;  which  were  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Daggett,  Goldsborodgh,  and  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  the  petition  of 
Alfred  M.  Carter  was  referred  to  the  Commitiee 
of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bilV 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Varnum  called  up  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Jarvisand  others,  praying  payment  of  the  balance 
which  may  be  found  due  to  Leonard  Jarvis,  de- 
ceased, for  services  during  the  Revolutionary 
war;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  one  of  the  orders  of  the 
Senate,  thai  there  be  appointed,  at  each  session,  a 
standing  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  moiioa 
for  consideration  : 

Reso'ved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts, 
and  establishing  a  district  and  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  at  ihe  city  of  Pittsburg,  in  the  county  of 
Alleghany. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquira 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law  regulating  the 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  ihal  the  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Chase  presented  the  petjtiou  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
praying  an  act  of  incorporation. —  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  by  bill  or  ottierwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  4th  instant,  which,  having  been 
modified,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requi- 
ring the  Directors  of  t-lie  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  establish  a  competent  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  within  the  City  of  Washington,  in 
the  Disirictof  Columbia ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill,  tntiiled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
thaniel Williams,"  was  read  the  second  time, and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  pro- 
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'*  ceeded-to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain,  on  their 
•  ^  part,  ial  the  place  of  the  Reverend  John  Glendy, 
j.M  who  declines  the  appointment ;  and,  on  the  bal- 
i)'!^  lots  having  been  counted,  it  appeared  that  the 
,  =  ^  Reverend  Sereno  E.  Dwight  had  a  tnajority, 
>*»  and  w^  elected. 


■*  _ 
«  r 


* 


g^: 


?         Tr'ESDAY.  December  17. 

Mr.  "Daggett  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Presidt-^f  ind  Directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washiiytton, praying  a  charterof  incorporatibn. — 
Rpferrel  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  con- 
sider an-j  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  KoBEHT"?,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  when)  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act 


« 


of  Louisiana,  praying  compensation   for  certain 
property  destroyed   by  order  of  General  Jackson 
during  the  invasion  ol  that  State  by  the  British.—' 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
ol  the  President  and  Directors  and  Company  of 
the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washing- 
ton, praying  a  charter  of  incorporation.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Riddle,  praying  compensation  for  the  loss  of  clo- 
thing while  a  volunteer  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States.— Referred  to  the  Commitieeof  Claims. 
Mr.  Rlggles  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 

„     .,..  „,,    \l°   Horn,  of  Harrison  county,  in  the  Slate  of 

^  ^for  the  relief  ol  Nathaniel  Williams."  reported  it  i  '  Playing  remuneration  for  losses  and  injuries 

5" ".  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  considered  !  ^"f  *'"P'^  while  in  the  militia  service  of  the  Uni- 

'^'(f'aj^s.— Referred  to  the  Committeeof  Claims. 
Mr.  RLGGLEsalso  presented  the  petition  of  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Harrisville.  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  upoii 
a  plan  suggested  in  the  petition.— Referred'to  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 
,   ,,  J,  ^^^-  -^^""ow  presented  the  petition  cf  William 

j    '.     The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  I  '^''w^'""'^'  "^  Warren  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio 

P^^y^g 'ndemnification  for  certain  services  as  a 
^"f^y"^-— deferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
Mr.  GoLDSBORouGH  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  representatives  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  the 
religious  society  of  Frie^ids,  held  in  Baltimore 
praying  some  further  provision  by  law  for  sup- 
pressing the  progress  of  a  traffic  lu  negroes  and 
people  of  color,  from  the  Middle  and  Southern 
blates,  as  represented  in  the  memorial.— Referred 
to  the  committee  ;o  whom  was  referred  so  much 

...  .  , ......,..-„.,  ,o*   '''*  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 

•»iMnio  twojudiciai  districts,  and  establishin'»  a  dis-  I     ^*'"  ^'^  relates  to  the  slave  trade. 

-jnrict  andrcircuit  court  of  the  United  Stated  at  the  !      ^r.  Morrow,  submitted  the  following  motion 

-;  :«:«ty  of  Puisburg  in  the  county  of  Alleghany,  and    '°''  consideration  : 

' .'    n^  ^  ^V^  '^'  c  %t      c  I       Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  I  anH« 

\i  <^°  "''*1">"  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the  joint  report  I  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  exp^d  ency  o  authSrT 
..:^rom  the  secretaries  0  the  different  Departments  I  zing  the  repnnting  of  the  collectioronlnd  iLsm^e 
>-  jespeciin^  the  annual  settlement  of  the  public  under  the  authority  of  the  United  State-  with  the  ad 
fi  Accounts,  was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom     ^-        --     '  .  wun  me  ad 

*  -.ftvas  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
r  ident  of  ihe  United    Stales  as  relates  to  an  addi- 

Vonal  Executive  Department,  and  to  the  office  of  ; 

iittorney  General,  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 

^y  bill  or-oiherwise. 

!|  On  mqition  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  committee 
;   -ippoinied   to  inquire  whether  anv\od   ^Tllv   '  ^''"'"'^^^  ""'T' ''.'^^''^'''^  °^ 
:  ybat  leglla.ive  measures  may  be^neces'sa  y  fu^r'  I  n:rof^r:k  '^°' -;«^- ^^-^'-  ^t  the  laws  fo^  the  re- 

-IhVe'e'or'thr/H     >"'^  ^ '"^ -^''on,  the  Com-    and  disabled  seamen;  and   at  sth  fHr^rmatfon^^^ 
l  t'^'^'.l^'- y',y'''^'''\''^  show  how  far  the  moneys 

i    'ioa  report  the  provisions  necessary  to  give  effect    """"''•''■'  ■■-'--  --^     ■  -  -  -^ 

t  «>  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
;.  If  Indiana,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  bv 
^- |iu  or  otherwise. 


;;■  .:as  in  C(.flimiitee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a 
^  L  third  reaiiing. 

*  f  The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  stand- 
•••iing  Con^imittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
i;  jread  the  second  lime,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
J-  ^mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
-j^and  read  a  third  time. 
^    '     The  Senate  resumt „ 

£   fmotion  cf  the  16ih  instant,  which,  having  been 

•  !7modtfieii.  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

♦*  ^  ResoUed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
■y  3)e  instrvcied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
•J.  >naendinT  the  law  regulating  the  intercourse  with 
<!;•  khe  Indi,in  tribes  and  that  the  committee  have 
i\  Jeave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
t.^  The  Senate  re>umed  the  coo:>ideration  of  the 
potion  cf  the   16ih^  instant,  for  instructing  the 

into  the 


Committee  on   the  Judiciarv  to 


^^umiiiiiiee  on   me  judiciary  to  inquire  .„.„  .„c 
..expediency  of  dividing  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 


,   •        7  r    1 ^"iicu  oiaicB,  WHO  me  aa- 

dilion  of  the  laws  passed  on  that  subject  since  the  said 
coUecUon  was  made,  digested  and  arranged  in  conve- 
nient order;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Reaolied,  That  the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  FUtement  of  all  the  moneys  which 


•  ;  » 


Wed.nesday,  December  18. 
•'.S«^^  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
.-Ijnd  executors  of  Ignace  Delino,  late  of  the  State 


<i 


collected  under  the  laws  now  in  force,  arf  f=ufEcient  or 
insufficient  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen 
of  the  Lnited  States. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  stand- 
ing Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr    Mason,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  GoLDaBORocoH, 
Mr.   Macon,   Mr.   Daggett,  and   Mr.    Stokes 
were  appointed  the  committee.  ' 


37 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


38 


December,  1816. 


Proceedings. 


Senati. 


The  bill  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
thaniel Williams,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


Thprsday.  December  19. 

Samuel  W.  Dana,  from  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, arrived  on  the  ISih,  and  attended  this  day. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  showing 
the  application  of  moneys  which  have  been  trans- 
ferred, by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  from  several  of  the  appropriations  to  other 
appropriations,  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment, since  the  last  session  of  Congress; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Dewees,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  behalf 
of  herself  and  others,  praying  remuneration  for 
the  loss  of  property  destroyed  by  a  detachment  of 
the  British  army,  on  the  17th  and  18ih  of  Sep- 
tember, 1777.  belonging  to  William  Dewees.  her 
late  husband,  and  for  other  injuries  sustained  by 
hira,  as  stated  in  the  petition. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  Alexander  Smyth 
bad  leave  to  withdraw  his  letter,  communicated 
21st  February.  1814,  together  with  the  accom- 
panying documents. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  in>tant,  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  information 
respecting  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reprinting  the  land  laws;  and 
agreed  thereto. 


FntDAV,  December  20. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Luther 
Bingham."  Also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  'An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage."  In  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
|pB{;  The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 

severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Morrow,  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 

«be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proriding, 
by  law,  foi  the  reservation  from  sale  of  such  portions  of 
the  public  laads  producing  the  live-oak  and  red  cedar 
I  timbers,  as  m&v  be  necessary  to  afford  a  sufficient  sup- 

-  ^  ply  of  those  timWrs  for  public  naval  architecture,  and, 

also,  the  measure,  proper  for  prerenting  waste  and 
damage  on  the  samt;  and  that  they  report  by  bdl  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Varngm  callel  up  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Marquand,  collector  of  vhe  revenue  at  Newbury- 
port,  praying  an  increase  of  compensation  for  his 
services.— Referred  to  the  Commiitee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 


Monday,  December  23. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in  obe- 
dience to  the  act  supplementary  to  an  act.  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment;" and  the  report  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Varnu.m  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Callahan,  praying  an  increase  of  hij  pension,  for 
reasons  stated  in  his  petition.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Campbell  submitted  the  following  motioa 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  authorizing  those  who  hold  titles,  denvtH 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  lands  in  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  which  the  Indian  claim 
has  not  yet  been  extinguished,  to  have  the  boundaries 
of  their  said  claims  ascertained  and  re-marked,  or 
otherwise  identified,  in  order  that  the  evidence  to 
support  the  same  may  be  perpetuated. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  in  said  State. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Luther  Bingham,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  the  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alfred  M. 
Carter,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Landon  Carter;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


motion  of  the  20th  instant,  for 


instructing 


the 


Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  bylaw  for  the  reser- 
vation, from  sale,  of  lands  producing  live-oak  and 
red  cedar  timbers  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROuaH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Riddle,  made  a  report,  together  with  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 


Tuesday,  December  24. 

The  credentials  of  Martin  D.  Hardin,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  William  T.  Barry,  were  read  ;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to 
him. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Tyler  and  Trueraan  Tyler,  executors  of 
Thomas  Turner,  late  Accountant  of  the  Navy, 
praying  compensation  for  extra  services  rendered 
in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
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i  Mr.  JlcGGLES  presented  the  memorial  of  Sam- 
j  ael  Spiigor^  praying  a  patent  noay  issue  to  him  for 
\  a  Iran  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio. — Referred  lo 
}  the  Coinramee  on  i/ie  Public  Lands. 
I  On  tfioiion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
;i  Claims^,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
I  "An  art  for  th*  relief  of  Luther  Bingham,"  were 
t  discharijed  from  the  further  consideration  there- 
^  of;  an>j  the  petition  of  Luther  Bingham,  together 
*  with  tl^  «ccompanying  liocuments,  was  relerred 
.*  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

^      Mr.  fiuGGLEs  submitted  the  following  motion 
I  for  comideration  : 

•  1      Ru»tt<!d,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 

*  ^  initrocteil  to  inqujre  into  the  expediency  of  increa«inj 
^  th»  lalarjei  of  ih/  Regiater  of  the  Land  Otfice,  and  the 
4  Receivcr.of  Public  Moneys,  in  the  district  of  Marietta, 
V  in  the  S-ate  of  Ohio. 

The  5?enate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  i)f  the  23d  instant,  for  perpetuating  cer- 
ytain   laiifd-marks,   which   having  been  amended 
^,  was  agrieed  to,  as  follows  : 

*j      Besotred,    That    the   Committee    on    Public 
"•Lands   6e    instructed 


'     3 


Tbursoay,  December  26. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  8«oafe8Uch  infor- 
mation as  he  may  possess  concerning  the  progress 
made  in  surveying  the  several  tracts  of  military  bounty 
lands,  and  the  probable  time  at  which  said  survey  will 
be  completed. 

Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  auihori- 
iing,  by  law,  the  exchange  of  territory  with  any  of  the 
Indian  tribes;  and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  24th 
instant,  for  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salaries  of  the  Register  and  Receiver  of 


the  district  of  Marietta  :  and 


I 


!  C 


^ — . —   »,„    ...... „v,.v»*    to    inquire    into    the    ex-     hjuhuu    ui    me  <:-*({!   inMani.   lor   instruc 

pediency   of  providing   by   law  for  authorizing     Committee   on    the  Post  OflSce  and   Po 
those  Wi.o  hold   titles,  derived  from   the  Slate  of    to  inquire  into  the   expediency  of  estabi 


.'jNorih  Gjrulina,  Virginia,  or  Kentucky,  to  lands 
^iin  that  part  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  or  Kentucky 

♦  to  which  the  Indian  claim  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
jtinguishod,  to  have  the  boundaries,  or  other  land 
jmarks,  of  their  claims  ascertained  and  re-marked, 
»or  otherwise  identified;  in  order  that  the  evi- 
jdence  to  support  the  same  may  be  perpetuated. 

i  The  &-enaie  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
i report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
laion  of  Thomas  Riddle;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
•iRoBERTi.  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
j«;po>iponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 
U*  The  Wl  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Landon 
[  Carter  wus  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
,  r«s  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and  ordered  to 
i;be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

ir    Mr.  NviBLE  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
^consideration  : 

;-    Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 

•  and  Post  Itoada  be  instructed  to  inquire  info  the  expe- 
diency of  esUbhshing  a  post  route  from  the  town  of 

iHamilton..in  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  BrookviHe,  in 
iJ'rankiin  .-ounty.  Slate  of  Indiana  ;  from  thence  up 
♦he  west  f^rk  of  White  water,  by  Connersville  ;  from 
thence  to  Waterloo;  from  thence  to  Salisbury,  by  the 
>ay  of  Cyntersville,  in  the  county  of  Wayne  ;  from 
]hence  to  ^uniap's  Mill,  on  the  east  fork  of  White 
f»at«r  ;  froto  thence  to  the  town  of  Fairfield,  by  the 
y>»y  of  thi^town  of  Bath;  from  thence  to  the  aforesaid 
|ownof  Bipokville. 

-Mr.  GoLDSBORouGB  presented  the  petition  of 
^illiam  Kidgely,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District 
|ir  Columbia,  praying  that  certain  bonds,  o\ven 
for  an  al'eged  violation  of  the  non-importalin 
saw.  may  be  cancelled  and  restored  to  him;  and 
^e  petuinn  was  read,  and  referred  lo  Ihe  Com- 
'tnittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 
f  And  ilt,.n,  oQ  moiioQ,  the  Senate  adjourned 
«ntil  lo-ttiorrow.  "*  , 


Public  Moneys  in 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion    of  the  24ih   in>lant.   for   instructing  the 

Post  Roads 
ishin';  a 


certain  post  route;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for   the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Landoo 
Carter  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Friday,  December  27. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

It  is  found  that  the  existing  laws  have  not  the  effi- 
cacy necessary  to  prevent  violations  of  the  obligations 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  nation  at  peace,  towards 
belligerent  parlies,  and  other  unlawful  acts  on  the 
high  seas,  by  armed  vessels  equipped  within  the  waters 
of  the  United  States. 

With  a  view    to   maintain   more  effectually  the  re- 
spect  due  to   the  laws,   to   the  character,   and    to  the 
neutral  and  pacific  relations  of  the    United    States,  I 
recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expe- 
diency of  such  further  legulat.ve  provisions  as  may  be 
requisite  for  detaining  vessels  actually  equipped,  or  m 
a  course  of  equipment,  with  a  warlike  force!  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  or.  as  the  case 
may  be  for  obUining  from  the  owners  or  commander, 
ot  such  vessels,  adequate  securities  against  the  abuse 
of  their  armaments,  with  the  exceptions,  id  such  pro- 
visions,  proper  for  the  cases  of  merchant  vessels  fur- 
nished with  the  defensive  armaments  usual  on  di«Unt 
and   dangerous  expeditions;    and  of  a  private    com- 
"k*"^!  V"  "'''^'■y  ''ores  permitted  by  oar  law.  and 
Which  the  law  of  naUons  does  not  requu*  the  United 
Stales  to  prohibit. 

-^  JAMES  MADISON. 

Uecembeb  26,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
KoBERTs,  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  uiherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  James 
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Humes,  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  sixth 
collection  district  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  to  be 
allowed,  in  the  settlement  of  his  public  account, 
for  the  (burth  quarter  of  the  year  1814,  the  sum 
of  $1,142  53;  being  a  commission  charged  in 
said  account,  but  not  allowed  at  the  Treasury, 
because  the  receipts  upon  which  it  accrued  were 
not  depo-sited  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
Slates  until  the  3d  of  January,  1815,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  discharge  of 
John  Ricaud  from  imprisonment;"  and  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  directing  the  discharge  of  Na- 
thaniel Tafi  from  imprisonment;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  agreed 
thereto,  amended  as  follows  : 

Heaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Sen- 
ate such  inlormation  as  he  may  possess  concern- 
ing the  progress  made  in  surveying  the  several 
tracts  of  military  bounty  lands,  appropriated  for 
the  late  Army  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
probable  lime  at  which  such  survey  will  be  com- 
pleted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing the  exchange  of  territory  with  any  of 
the  Indian  tribes;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Troup  ^ub^nllted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing, 
by  law,  the  payment  to  the  State  of  Georgia  of  certain 
claims  for  the  services  of  militia,  called  out  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  during  the  years  1792 
and  1  7<J3,  for  the  defence  of  the  said  State  against  In- 
dian invasion. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Revolted,  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relationp 
be  instructed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  making  pro- 
vision, by  law,  for  declaring  the  extent  of  the  maritime 
precincu  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  safeguard 
of  friendly  vessels  which  may  be  within  the  same. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  30. 
Rorus   Ki«G,  from  the   State  of  New  York, 
arrived  on   the  27ih   instant,  and  attended   this 
day. 

The  President  comnunicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  ot  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the   Uoioo,  on  an  equal  footing  with 


the  original  States,  for  the  reasons  slated  in  the 
memorial ;   which  was  read. 

He  also  communicated  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petiuon  of  Lutner  Bing- 
ham, and  the  report  and  documents  were  read. 

He  also  communicated  a  report  of  the  Acting 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War.  compre- 
hending a  statement  of  the  expenditure  and  ap- 
plication of  such  sums  of  money  as  have  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  from  the  l^t  of  October,  1815,  lo  the  30th 
of  September,  1816,  inclusive,  confotmaiily  to 
the  act  •'  further  to  amend  the  several  acu  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  passed  the  SJ  of 
March,  1809  ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  27th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expvediency  of  author- 
izing the  payment  to  the  Siaie  of  Georgia  for 
militia  services  in  1792  and  1793;  and  agreed, 
thereto. 

The  bill  entitled  '-An  act  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  Nathaniel  Taft  from  imprisonment," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  John  Ricaud  from  imprisonment,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitiee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Thursday  next, 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 


Tdesday.  December  31. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of  Amasa 
Porter  and  others,  grocers  in  the  city  of  New 
Haven  and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  repeal  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise." — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Daggett  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Joel  Cook,  of  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, who  was  a  Captain  in  the  fourth  regi- 
ment of  United  States  infantry  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  praying  a  pension. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Kidd,  made  a 
report,  together  wiih  the  following  resolution: 

''Resolved,  Thai  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought 
not  lo  be  granted." 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  John  Sem- 
ple,  and  others,  inhabitants  ot  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  route  of  the  Cumberland 
road. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Luiher  Bingham  ;"  and  on  the 
question,  ''Shall.ibisbili  be  read  a  third  time?"  it 
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was  dtttermined  io  the  oe^tiye 
rejecttij. 


So  the  bill  was 
ThcjSenate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


» 
^ 


motion  of  the  30tb  instant,  to  proceed  on  Thurs 
day  next  to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Door- 
keeper ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  BA.NFOfD  subnoitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Rtsoked,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufal»fure«  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
',  diency  <<  establiihing,  by  law,  uniform  rates  of  dam- 
^     ageg  an!  interest,  in  cases  of  protests  of  foreign  bills 

•  of  exchange. 

';       Mr.  ^JoBLE  submitted  the  following  motion  for 

5"*    consideration  : 
Resolt\fd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructod  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  |br  the  division  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
quarter  «ection3  of  the  public  lands. 

MARITIME  PRECINCTS. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
»   I^^-'^^'^^   motion    to  instruct   the   Coramitiee   of 
V   Foreign   Relations  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
^   making  provision,  by  law,  for  declaring  the  ex- 
^i  tent  of  the  maritime   precincts   of  the   United 
''  States,  and  for  the  safeguard  of  friendly  vessels 
^   which  luay  be  within  the  same.  ' 

i      Mr.  Da.na  offered  a  few  remarks  on  the  neces- 
:  s>ty  of  ipstituting  the  inquiry  he  proposed.     One 
;•  of  the  first  and  most  interesting  processions  which 

•  ever  toc4  place  in  this  country,  he  said,  occurred 
at  New  York,  on  the  death  of  an  American  citi- 
zen, kiUed  by  a  British  vessel  within  the  waters 
of  the  Lnited  States— he  alluded  to  the  case  of 
fierce,  jvno  was  shot  within  a  mile,  even  in  si<Tht 
of  the  s,jore;  yet,  on  that  occasion,  the  quest'ion 
arose  whether  the  act  was  committed  within  the 


January,  1817. 

they  were  more  than  a  league  from  shore  yet 
would  any  one  consider  them  beyond  the  pale  of 
our  protection?  No,  he  said,  they  were  still 
within  the  limits  of  our  court-yard.  though  it 
might  not  be  enclosed,  and  it  was  our  business  to 
prevent  any  disturbance  there.  The  proper  peace- 
officers  of  that  yard  were  the  officers  of  our  navy 

whowereableand  willing  to  preserve  p^ce  there' 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday. 


if 


t  ;* 


iij  iurisdic!icn  of  the  United  States,  and  was  tried 
J  V  before  a  :Bruish  naval  court.  From  that  time  to 
i*  tbis  no  effectual  attempt  had  been  made  to  adopt 
^^measurf-  of  protection,  or  to  prevent  the  recur- 
iw^rence  of  sjch  outrages— he  meant  no  legislative 
ii  a^^'fP'jwhere  alone  it  was  proper.  He  did  not 
j  J,  allude  ij  negotiation^,  or  any  Executive  meas- 
^i,ures;  n.M-  did  he  conceive  it  the  business  of  the 
t^iixecutiye,  under  our  Constitution,  to  meddle 
^*  T'  L'^  subject;  our  Executive  could  not,  like 
«.  the  Kin^'  of  England,  make  any  regulations  re- 
:*  carding  our  jurisdiction.     Mr.  D.  said,  in  Eoa- 

<;..land    th.'y  did  not  confine  their  jurivdiction  To        -««^r.,  ,, 

v^one  league  from  shore;  nor  did  they  limit  it  by    ^iary,  reported  a 
;^-:law;  thijy  measured   their  jurisdiction    by  their  ' '^"''O"  of  the  ' 


/J>tcannon-;  by  cannon  afloat ;  and  more  than  a  ceo- 

'  jr^ury  agcf  the  English  had  taken  the  proper  vteps 

.;  to  proie<^t  their  honor  from  insult.     Mr.  D.  called 

1  .the  recollection  of  the  Senate  to  a  correspondence 

•  li'°°  /*»'s  ^t  t^ject,  under  the  Administration  of  Gen- 

•  Weral  ^V/^^shi.ngto.n,  which  might  readily  be  re- 
.^Jerred   t(,,  when   it  was  decided  that  it  wa.  not 


Thursday,  January  2,  1817. 

Alexander  Co.ntee  HANsoN.appointed  a  Sen- 
ator- by  the  Legislature  of  the  Siate  of  Mary- 
land,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  reMe- 
naiion  of  Robert  G.  Harper,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27ih  ultimo 
containing  the  information  required,  concernino-' 
the  progress  made  in  surveying  military  bounty 
lands,  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Sa.nfvrd,  on  Tuesday  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  by 
law,  uniform  rates  of  damages  and  interest  iJ 
cases  of  protests  of  foreign  bills  of  exchange. 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  few  remarks  to  show 
(he  competency  of  the  Government  to  reaulate 
the  amount  of  protests  in  the  cases  specified  in 
the  resolution,  and  the  necessity  of  providing 
some  uniform  rule  on  a  subject  which  varied 
now  so  much  in  the  different  courts  of  the  Union  • 
after  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  without 
objr'clion. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  3)st  ultimo,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  division  of  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  quarter  sections  of  the 
public  Unds;  and  agreed  thereto 

Mr  Roberts,  from  the  Comra'ittee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bil  for  the  relief  of  the  leg.l  rep7e- 
IZ  iri  u  '="''"  Chalmet  Del.no,  deceas^ed; 
heading"  ""''  ''''^' '"'^  P"""'*  to 'the  second 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 

biU  to  provide  for  the  due  exe- 

aws  of  the  United  States,  within 


:>  ^prudent  jo  claim  jurisdiction  beyond 
I*.  Irom   lacd.     It  was,  Mr.  D.  thought. 


one  league 

^.now  witii  our  character.  aJ^d  tfaVsiluation'^orour 
Ir  :Coutiiry.  that  our  jurisdiction  should  not  be  con- 


:■ 


i^^il"^  """'"^  '"^S"'-     ^">'  °f'^o.  '^hen  'o'ur 
^^resseis  v?ere  coasting  and  passing  the  headlands, 


tho  Qfo.        c  I     .  '-'uiicu    oiaies,  wiiuin 

the  State  of  Indiana,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
pas.sed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
lor  consideration: 

Resolved,  Thut  the  Committee  on  Mihtarv  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipeJiency  of  author- 
izing, by  law,  the  appointmrnt  of  sJdUional  agents  in 
fucli  btales  or  Territorie.,  where  .t  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary, tor  the  more  convenient  payment  of  such 
persons  as  now  are,  or  may  hr-rcatler  be  placed  on  the 
pension  list  of  the  Lmted  Stales. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Kidd,  and  oa 
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motion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Door- 
Keeper,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 


Friday,  January  3. 

Mr.  VaRNU.m  communicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  appointment  of  agents  to  present 
the  claims  of  that  Commonwealth  against  the 
United  States  for  allowance,  with  instructions  to 
their  Senators  to  afford  the  said  agents  all  the 
aid  in  their  power  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object  of  their  appointment,  and  endeavor  to 
procure  all  necessary  provision  for  that  purpose 
to  be  made  by  law  ;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  Varnim  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  increasing  the  compensation  al- 
lowed the  Sergeant-at-.\rm8  of  the  Senate  ami  House 
of  Representatives,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assist- 
ant Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives," approved  March  3,  1815,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  additional  agents,  for  the  payment  of  persons 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  re.-umed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  Kidd  ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  Monday  next,  and  the 
petition,  and  accompanying  documents,  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed  lor  the  use  of  llie  Senate. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Indiana,  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Chace.  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  next  Monday  week. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives uf  Ignace  Chalmot  Delino,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  ;  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitieJ  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resoh'td,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instrucl«J  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  increas- 
ing the  pay  df  regimental  and  battalion  paymasters, 
and  giving  them  rank  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Morrow,  irom  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whon  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  aui^iorize  a  new  edition  of  the 
collection  of  laws  respecting  the  public  lands, 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pass,ed  to  the  second 
reading. 


Monday,  January  6. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
transmitting  forty  copies  of  the  Army  Register, 
prepared  for  each  member  of  the  Senate,  con- 
formably to  a  resolution  of  the  13th  of  December, 
1815. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office  at  Marietta;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  James  Garey,  who  was  a  lieutenant  iu  the 
27th  regiment  of  infantry  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  praying  a  donation  of  laud 
or  some  other  provision,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
petition. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of 
lands  therein  described. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  third  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  ot  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  an  act  increasing  the  compen- 
sation allowed  to  the  Sergeant  at-Arms  and  Door- 
keepers of  Congress,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  3d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  regimental 
5nd  battalion  paymasters,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Gjldsborjugh  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Patterson  and  others,  of  Baltimore,  own- 
ers of  vessels,  which  were  taken  by  order  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  United  States,  in  that 
district,  and  sunk  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor, 
opposite  to  Fort  McHenry,  which  effectively  ob- 
structed the  passage  of  the  British  fleet,  in  their 
meditated  attack  upon  the  port  of  Baltimore,  and 
praying  remuneration  for  losses  and  damages  sus- 
tained by  them  in  consequence  thereof,  as  stated 
in  the  memorial. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Riddle.     Whereupon 

Resolved.  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  Kidd ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  new  edition  of  the  col- 
lection of  laws  respecting  the  public  lands  was 
read  the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  W^hole  ;  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
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:  ^1^11  entiiletl  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
;  |ta<3el ;"  in  »ifhich  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
'  l^D^e  of  the!' Senate.  The  bill  last  mentioned 
i  1^8^ read,  aoil  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
^  i  <^  nootion  by  Mr.  Hardin,  the  appointment  of 
;jrji  Assistant -Doorkeeper  was  further  postponed 
t  \'at1)  ibe  fir>t,Monday  in  February  next. 
i  .  Tfje  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
Jtf^^of  Ignavc  Chalrnet  Delino,  deceased,  was 
i  tr(:«4  ^  '^"'^  time,  and  passed. 


HOME  DEPARTMENT,  &c. 

AMFijRD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
.  w*..|----  red  yo  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
!det.|.of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  an  addi- 
[tioJ*jExecutive  Department,  and  to  the  office  of 
tAc^^ney  Ger>erai.  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a 
tt»t^>:'Executue  Department,  and  for  other  pur- 
ipo^*i;  and  th«e  bill  was  read,  and  pa&sed  to  the 
fse<t|f>d  reading. 

1     *)^e  bill  is  as  follows: 


'.A  ti}U  to  estalliah  a  new  Eiecotive  Department,  and 
•     I*  for  other  purposes. 

I     ^  'i7  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Revre- 

■$er^£iiive»  of  tbe   United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 

ertf   asseinbltJ,  That   there   shall    be   an    Executive 

Urtsu-lment,  to   be  denominated  the    Home    Depart- 

m^^,  and  thrr*.  shall  be  a  principal  officer  therein,  to 

Ixv^t-ied  the  S«cretarf  of  the  Home  Department,  who 

%\(M'  -execute  and   perform   such  orders  and  duties  as 

?«lj£i.  be  given  or  intrusted  to  bim  by  the  President  of 

tt"^  United  States,  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution 

!ni3  1*^8,  relative  to  correspondence  and  communica- 

|ti^  vrith  the  Gdvernorsj)f  the  several  States,  relative 

ttt^s^rrespondenre  and  communication  with  the  Terri- 

.Ui'yt^  oi  the  Loited  Stales,  and  the  territorial  otFices 

h^  k^overnments,  relative  to  the  Indian  nations,  and 

to*/:Jle,  inlerccurse,  and  treaties  with  them,  relative 

•to  fh9  CJeneral  ?Post  Office,  relative  to  the   Di^ttrict  of 

C^liAubia,  and  ihe  pubhc  concerns  thereof,  and  reia- 

>*Mf  tf*  the  Patent  Office. 

Ajij.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
3br,''iw  the  said  Department,  an  inferior  officer,  who 
»hiyU**  called  the  chief  clerk ;  he  shall  be  appointed 
i))  iti-e  SecretTry  of  the  Department,  shall  be  em- 
plb;it(l  therein,  »»a  the  Secretary  may  direct ;  and  when- 
;e^/ithe  office  of  Secretary  may  be  vacant,  the  chief 
clt^Cl^shall,  during  the  vacancy,  have  the  charge  and 
tt^il/i^J  of  all  records,  books,  and  papers,  appertaining 
to*Jv(|j  Department. 

4^M.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  instead 
or«  viiicf  clerk  in  the  Department  of  State  there  shall 
l>f:*frj^ under  Serretary  of  that  Department,  who  shall 
l>fv^;^inted  by  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  shall  be  em- 
pl^.t^  as  the  1  Secretary  of  State  may  direct,  and 
•r^nfver  the  ciffice  of  Secretary  of  Stale  may  be  va- 
eaZ^.ihe  under' Secretary  shall  have  the  charge  and 
Ci^.i^y  of  all  records,  books,  and  papers,  appertaining 
la^ti  DeparLdenl;  and  the  under  Secretary  shall 
ftmi\'fi  tbe  sante  compensation  as  is  now  allowed  to 
thwUief  clerK.  • 

4i;'.  4.  And  }be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Mint 
of*yi©.  United  ii^ales  shall  be  under  the  auperintend- 
01^  Wnd  direct^sn  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
'  ^^  5.  And  \e  it  further  enacted.  That  the  survey 
•Jf^'r  *^oast«  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  made  un- 
d(^  the  superintfodence  and  duection  of  the  Secretary 
of*\}  Navy.     ^  J 

i\     \ 


ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  concerning  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  bill  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

A  Bill  concerning  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 

States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rrpre- 
tentativea  of  the  Vnited  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
greu  assembled.  That  a  suitable  apartment,  in  some 
of  the  public  edifices  at  W  asbington,  shall  be  assigned 
to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States;  that 
until  such  an  apartment  can  be  provided,  the  rent  of 
the  place,  occupied  by  the  Attorney  General  for  his 
office,  shall  be  paid  by  tbe  United  States;  and  that  the 
necessary  expense  of  fuel  and  stationery,  used  in  the 
office  of  the  Attorney  General,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
United  Slates. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  the  Attor- 
ney General  shall  be  authorized  to  employ  one  clerk  la 
his  office,  whose  annual  compensation  shall  not  ex- 
ceed   dollars. 

Sic.  n.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  be  authorized  to  allow,  as  a  part  of 
the  contingent  expenses  of  holding  that  court,  the 
necessary  expense  of  printed  statements,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  in  causes  before  that  court  in 
which  the  United  States  are  parties;  which  sums, 
when  allowed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  United  States. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 
Mr.  Sanford.  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  joint  report  from  the  Sec- 
retaries of  the  different  Departments  respecting 
the  annual  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement 
of  public  accounts;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  bill  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  o(  Public 
Accounts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Revre- 
aentatives  of  the  Vnited  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
gress ataembled.  That  the  offices  of  Accountant  and 
•Additional  AccounUnt  of  the  Department  of  War, 
the  office  of  Accountant  of  the  Navy,  and  the  office 
of  Superintendent  General  of  Mdilary  Suppliea,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  abolished. 

Stc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  bereafler 
all  claims  and  demands  whatever,  by  the  United  States 
or  against  them,  and  all  accounts  whatever,  in  which 
the  United  States  arc  concerned,  either  as  debtors  or 
as  creditors,  shall  be  settled  and  adjusted  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  officers  in  the  Treasury  Department,  al- 
ready established  by  law.  there  shall  be  the  following 
officers,  namely,  four  auditors,  one  comptroller,  and  a 
solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  first  auditor  to  examine  and  settle  all 
accounts  accruing  in  the  Tr#«»ury  Department;  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secontl  auditor  to  examine  and 
settle  all  accounts  re/ativc  to  the  pay  and  clothing  of 
the  Army,  the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  bounties, 
and  premiums,  and  the  contingent   expenses  of  the 
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War  Department;  it  shall  b«  the  duty  of  the  third 
auditor  to  examine  and  settle  all  accounts  relative  to 
the  subsistence  of  the  Army,  the  Quartermastrr'a  de- 
partment, the  Hospital  department,  and  the  Ordnance 
department;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  fourth  auditor 
to  examine  and  settle  all  accounts  accruing  in  the 
Navy  Department,  or  relative  thereto;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  0/  the  fifth  auditor  to  examine  and  settle  all 
accounts  accruing  in,  or  relative  to,  the  Department  of 
State,  and  the  Home  Department 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  first  comptroller  to  examine  and  re- 
vise all  accounts  settled  by  the  first  and  fifth  auditors; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  second  comptroller  to 
examine  and  revise  all  accounts  settled  by  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  auditors. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  superin- 
tend the  recovery  of  all  debts  to  the  United  States,  to 
direct  suits  and  legal  proceedings,  and  to  take  all 
such  measures  as  may  he  authorized  by  the  laws,  to 
enforce  prompt  payment  of  all  debts  to  the  United 
States. 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee, made  a  report,  which  was  read,  as  HjIIows  : 
That,  in  pursuance  of  the  duty  devolving  upon  them 
to  purchase  t>ooks  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  they 
have  bought,  during  the  recess,  the  books,  a  catalogue 
of  which,  with  the  prices  and  the  names  of  the  persons 
from  whom  they  were  bought,  is  annexed.       « 

By  a  reference  to  the  accounts  rendered  by  Joseph 
Nourse,  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  acting  as  agent 
of  the  Joint  Library  Committee,  which  are  annexed  to, 
and  the  committee  pray  may  be  considered  as  part  of, 
their  report,  it  appears  that  since  the  last  account  ren- 
dered there  was  paid  at  diffi-rent  times  by  order  of  i 
the  Joint  Library  Committee  a  <uni  of  $3,074  09;  { 
leaving  in  the  hands  of  tbe  agent  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, subject  to  their  order,  an  unexpended  balance 
of  $1,526  61.  The  committee  have  now  under  con- 
sideration several  proposals,  which,  when  finally  acted 
upon,  shall  have  employed  the  whole  of  the  appropria- 
tion made  in    1812. 

'I'he  committee  further  report  that  they  have  given 
directions  for  the  following  periodical  (both  literary 
and  political)  publications  to  be  regularly  sent  to  the 
Library,  as  soon  as  published,  to  wit : 

The  Eduiburg  and  Quarterly  Reviews,  repubhshed 
in  New  York; 

The  British  Review,  the  Annual  Register,  the  Ana- 
lytical Review,  and  Cobbett's  Political  Register,  pub- 
luhed  ID  Great  BnUin  ; 

The  North  American  Review,  published  in  Boston; 
The  Portfolio,  the  Analectic  Magazine,  and  Walsh's 
American  Register,  published  m  Philadelphia; 

'\\*  Portico  and  the  Weekly  Register,  published  in 
Baltimore; 

The  Naiional  Register,  the  Daily  National  Intelli- 
gencer, and  i\ie  Historical  Register,  pubhshed  in  Wash- 
ington. 

All  the  above  ^riodical  works  now  are  or  will  soon 
be  completed,  froa  ihe  beginning  of  publication  to  the 
present  day. 

Of  not  exactly  the  same  character,  but  yet  liable  to 
the  same  annual  expenae,  are  the  following  works, 
(if  it  be  deemed  advisable  Xo  complete  the  publications 
of  this  description,  which  are  now  deposited  in  the 
Library,)  to  wit:  I 


The  Transactions  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  the  Transactions  of  the  Roval  Society  of  ],on- 
don,  the  Transactions  of  the  Irish  Academy.  Bath 
Society's  papers.  Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Arts, 
Memoires  de  I'Academie  dea  Sciences,  Memoirea  de 
rinstilut  de  France,  Delaplaine's  Repository,  Cobbett's 
State  Trials,  and  Public  Characters. 

General  catalogues,  published  every  year  in  Great 
Britain,  in  Leipsic,  and  in  Paris;  lo  which  may  be 
added  works  of  merit,  to  be  subscribed  for  occasionally, 
and  which  will  require  a  disposable  fund  lo  be  used 
on  the  emergencies  created  by  the  publication  of  such 
works,  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe. 

In  order  the  better  to  promote  the  views  of  Congress 
in  establishing  a  Congressional  Library,  and  the  more 
securely  to  provide  for,  as  far  as  attainable,  a  ptopor- 
tionately  equal  application  of  the  Library  fund  to  the 
several  branches  of  human  knowledge,  and  thereby 
stamp  the  Congressional  Library  with  that  degree  of 
usefulness  contemplated  in  its  establishment,  the  com- 
mittee invite  the  chairmen  of  the  several  committees 
of  both  Houses  to  furnish  the  Library  Committee  with 
a  list  of  such  books  or  indexes  as  may  be  deemed  by 
them  more  particularly  to  refer  to  the  business  devolv- 
ing upon  each  respective  committee. 

The  committee  have,  moreover,  directed  to  be  placed 
in  the  Library  a  box,  where  may  be  deposited,  by  the 
members  of  both  Houses,  the  titles  of  such  books  as 
they  may  be  desirous  to  procure. 

The  collection  of  law  books  now  in  the  Library  is 
as  valuable  and  as  complete  as  it  is  possible  to  have 
expected  it  to  be,  considering  the  time  at  which  the 
books  were  purchased;  but  the  many  late  publications 
which  have  appeared  since,  both  in  this  country  and 
in  Europe,  and  the  indispensable  necessity  of  laying 
open  all  possible  sources  of  the  most  extensive  inform- 
ation on  that  head,  have  induced  your  committee  to 
pro[)Ose  to  Congress  to  appropriate  a  sum  ef  $3,000 
for  the  completion  of  that  particular  department  of  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

The  law  appropriating  $1,000  per  annum  for  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress  has  ex- 
pired. The  committee  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  mak- 
ing a  further  appropriation  of  $1,500  per  annum  for 
five  years. 

In  revising  the  laws  passed  by  Congress  concerning 
the  Library,  the  committee  observed  that  no  provision 
had  ever  been  made  to  extend  to  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments the  privilege  of  using  the  books  in  the  Congress 
Library,  on  the  same  terms  on  which  members  of 
Congress  are  permitted  to  use  them.  In  the  bill  mak- 
ing a  further  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
tbe  committee  have  inserted  a  section  to  remedy  that 
omission. 

Mr.  Fromentin  then  reported  a  bill,  making  a 
further  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  books  lor 
the  Library  of  Congress,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 


Tuesday.  January  7. 

Mr.  H0R8EY  presented  the  memorial  of  Ed- 
ward Gilpin,  and  others,  on  the  subject  of  regu- 
lating the  weights  and  measures  ol  the  United 
States,  representing  the  importance  thereof;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  die  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  UoJted  Slates,  as  re- 
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l^tii*  to  weiohts  and  measures,  to  consider  and 

jiprtft  iherec^ii. 

(  '^he  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 

t^^j^etary  of-  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  sums 

rtv<Sectively  haid  fo  each  clerk  in  the  several  offi- 

4rti»f  that  Drpartment.  for  services  rendered  dur- 

t;^he  year  J816,  made  ia  obedience  to  the  pro- 

5i,Si)ns  of  ttte  act  of  April  21.  1806,  to  regulate 

^ijrt  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks;  and  the  report 

|rt»V  read. 

^'iMie  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

IjIWtrSIDENT  OJ"  THE  U.MTED  STATES  : 

*,  |rfi«  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  . 

^f'onimunicitte,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
t^-j^jt  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operation  of 
t^^t^Vstablishment  during  the  last  year. 

t  K  JAMES  MADISON. 

Jl^XUAET  6,  1817. 

:  Yhe  Messaije  and  report  were  read. 
».  iTj.  Varsim  presented  a  petition  of  Peter  Mills, 
jjraf^ing  an  increase  of  pension. — Referred  to  the 
C'oriraittee  on  Pensions. 

t^r.  RuGcr-ES  presented  the  petition  of  David 
<it)ftrabers,  praying  to  have  refunded  to  him  the 
lV=v  paymeni:  on  a  section  of  land,  forfeited  in 
(j[>)nsequence  of  the  nonpayment  of  the  subse- 
efii  in>ialuients. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
blic  Laods. 

SANFO<tD  presented  the  memorial  and  rep- 
T'-^epiation  of  the  commissioners  of  the  State  of 

$f  \V  York  Oft  the  subject  of  canals ;  and  praying 
c  H'd  of  Coagress  iu  the  construction  of  canals 
;|^Kl;locks,  between  the  navigable  waters  of  Hud- 
*B:^iver  and  Lake  Erie,  and  the  said  navigable 
.  ^dtjrs  and  Lake  Charapiain,  as  stated  in  the  me- 
•  i5t;ijalj  whicii  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
)y;i^e  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
y^  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  re- 
l^ttM  to  roads -.and  canals,  to  consider  and  report 
J|.efeon.  by  t^ll  or  otherwise. 
jMr.  Hardu  submitted  the  following  motion 
tmT  <jonsidera(^on  : 

^  Htsoived,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
JVK-ied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requiring 
ll^t  attorneys  employed  in  the  collection  of  moneys  due 
1%  i^e  United  States,  to  give  bond  and  security  for  the 
f.:*l4»(ul  accouiTiing  for  all  demands  placed  in  their 
144<V '^^  coUe/tion;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
t^ye^-wise.         * 

3^fr-  Tait  sjibmitted  the  following  motion  for 
taa'".derationi 

ikoolvedj  Tiiit  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  lay  be- 
i\!i  che  &>cnattr.  any  information  in  the  }K>sse88ion  of 
tt^  •  department,  respecting  any  surveys  and  examina- 
tiAis,  which  rr.^iy  have  been  had  in  the  Chesapeake 
h^,  \n  referenc<:  to  the  situation  of  a  site  for  a  naval 
d^.j. 

*\yt.  GoLD^oROUGH  submitted  the  following 
n?|>ifon  for  cc«sideraiion  : 

;  Hkc>3olved,  TF'it  the  President  of  the  United  States 
tflt^quested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  the 
a^.i^nt  of  morti  y  paid  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
•  "•  ^Uies  for  \he  services  of  militia  during  the  late 
|l/.  staung  th»r  amount  to  each  respective  State,  and 
Siuguishing,  js  far  as  possible,  what  has  been  paid 


for  militia  called  into  fcrvice  by  authority  of  the  Exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States,  and  that  paid  for  such 
calls  made  by  authority  of  a  Stat^,  and  in  what  cases 
States  have  been  reimbursed  which  have  made  advances 
for  their  militia ;  specifying  the  State  in  each  case,  as 
before. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  on 
the  expenditure  and  application  of  moneys  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  of  October, 
1815,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1816,  inclusive, 
and  of  the  unexpended  balances  of  former  appro- 
priations remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of 
October,  1815;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  new  Executive  Depart- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second 
time;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Saneord,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Friday  next. 

The  bill  concerning  the  Attorney  Geneial  of 
the  United  States  was  read  a  second  time;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Sa.nford,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Friday  next. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement 
of  public  accounts  was  read  the  second  time  ;  and. 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to.  and  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for.  Friday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Haslet,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  register 
and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land  office 
at  Marietta,  was  read  the  second  lime;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  lime; 
and  ihe  further  consideration  thereof  postponed 
until  to-morrovr. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  Tait. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  praying  the  admission  of 
the  said  Territory,  as  a  State,  into  the  Union,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Tait.  Brown,  Chace.  Maso.n,  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  Stokes,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  new  edition  of  the  col- 
lection of  laws  respecting  the  pi>blic  lands,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and^  the  blank  filled  with 
'•§1,500." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  'An  act  to  authorize  »  new  edition  of 
the  collection  of  laws  respecting  the  public  lands." 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  i!ie  subject  vras  referred,  reported 
a  bill  respecting  the  heirs  «nd  legatees  of  Thomas 
Turner ;  and  the  b;il  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  readino-. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
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on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Amasa  Porter,  and  others,  grocers  in  the  city  of 
New  Haven,  and  its  vicinity,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

UNITED  STATES'  BRANCH  BANK. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill,  requiring  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  establish  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  IS  as  follows: 
A  Bill  requiring  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States  to  establish  an  office  of  discount  and  deposite 

in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c..  That  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, required  to  establish  a  competent  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  passed  the  10th  day  of  April,  1816. 

Accompanying  this  bill,  Mr.  Campbell  handed 
ia  the  following  document: 

Tkeiscrt  Department, 

December  28,  1816. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  lettef  of  the  26th  instant,  re- 
questing me  to  furnish  information  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  requiring  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States  to  establish,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  a 
competent  office  of  discount  and  deposite,  with  my  opin- 
ion of  the  facilities  which  would  result  from  that  mea- 
sure in  the  management  of  the  national  finances,  and 
the  advantages  which  might  accrue  from  it  to  the  pub- 
Uc  interest,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent disordered  state  of  the  currency,  the  establishment 
of  a  branch  bank  in  the  city  could  not  fail  to  be  highly 
useful  in  the  management  of  the  national  finances. 
During  the  existence  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  when  the  evils  of  a  fluctuating  and  depreciated 
currency  did  not  exist,  it  was  deemed  expedient  that  a 
branch  bank  should  be  established  in  this  city,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Treasury,  notwithstanding  there 
were  several  incorporated  banks  within  the  District. 
From  the  best  information  which  I  have  been  able  to 
collect,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  effect 
of  a  branch  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia  will  be 
highly  beneficial  to  the  public,  and  advantageous  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  As  an  evidence  in 
favor  of  this  opinion  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  banks 
of  -Alexandria  and  Washington,  both  chartered  and  un- 
chartered, have  applied  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
to  use  Its  influence  with  the  Bank  of  the"  United  States, 
to  have  a  branch  bank  established  within  the  District. 
In  a  national  point  of  view,  it  would  seem  to  be  proper 
that  the  Scat  of  the  Federal  Government  should  have 
the  immediate  benefit  of  an  institution,  which  has  been 
created  wii\i  an  express  view  of  aiding  the  exertions  of 
the  Oovernm^nt  to  restore  the  circulating  currency  to 
the  specie  starulard,  and,  in  fact,  of  giving  a  currency 
to  the  nation,  which  shall  everywhere  be  of  equal  value 
with  gold  and  siKtr.  The  power  reserved  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  compellmg  the  establishment  of  a  compe- 
tent office  of  discount  uid  deposite  within  the  District, 
it  is  presumed,  was  the  result  of  a  general  conviction 
of  the  propriety,  if  not  the  necessity,  of  that  measure. 
I  have,  &c.  W'M.  H.  CRAWFORD 

Hon.  C.  W.  Campbell,  Chairman. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
LegislativeCouncil  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  representing  that 
many  persons  have  settled  upon  the  lands  lately 
ceded  by  the  different  nations  of  Indians  to  the 
United  States,  and  praying  that  they  may  be  per- 
mitted to  continue  until  those  land&shall  be  offered 
for  sale,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial  •  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  consider  and  report  ihereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  7ih  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  requiring  the  attorneys  employed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  moneys  due  to  the  United  States  to  give 
bond  and  security;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  7th  instant,  which,  having  been 
amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  lay 
before  the  Senate  any  information,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Department,  respecting  any  surreys 
and  examinations  which  may  have  been  had  in 
any  part  of  the  United  Stales,  in  reference  to  the 
selection  of  a  site  for  a  naval  depot. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  7th  instant,  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  services 
of  the  militia,  during  the  late  war;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
anumberof  the  inhabitantsof  Washington  county, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  change 
of  apart  of  the  route  of  the  western  turnpike  road, 
made  a  report,  together  with  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  respecting  the  heirs  and  legatees  of 
Thomas  Turner,  deceased,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  tlie  negative. 

The  bill  requiring  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  establish  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read 
the  second  time  ;  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  discharge  of 
Oliver  Spellman  from  imprisonment:"  in  which 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Law  and  others  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
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^iaia  grouDi|s  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 

"*lie  City  of,  Washington  ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 

ed  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  |s  as  follows: 

^i  Bill  authoHiiny  the  sale  of  certain  grounds  belong- 

•  ing  to  ihe  United  States,  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

^  Be  it  enacted,  <Vc.,  That  the  Commissioner  for  the 
"^uperinteniV/Jce  of  the  Public  Buildings  in  the  City  of 
"^Vashingtun  oe,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  lay  off 
•Alto  bui/dinjf  lots,  all  those  reservations  of  ground 
^umbered  ten,  eleven,  and  twelve,  on  the  north  side  of 
*ii£  Pennsylvdnia  Avenue,  and  all  that  part  of  the  res- 
jfirvation  of  j^round  numbered  seventeen,  on  the  west 
•"llje  of  the  r<rw  Jersey  Avenue,  and,  under  the  direc- 
;*.  n  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  sell  any 
•«umber  of  itich  lots,  not  exceeding  one-half  of  the 
vobole  numbiy,  and  the  avails  thereof  to  pay  into  the 
[reasury  of  jhe  United  States  ;  and  in  such  sales  the 
ommwsion«y  is  hereby  directed  to  reserve  to  the 
lilted  Stat.-;«  every  other  lot,  except,  in  particular 
tea.  It  majr  be  expedient  to  sell  two  or  more  conti- 
irous  lots. 

The  Prekident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
fcretary  f^  the  Treasury,  comprehending  the 
wiements  relative  to  the  internal  duties  and  di- 
ict  tax.  required  by  the  thirty-third  .section  of  the 
;t  of  Congress  of  the  22d  July  1813 ;  which  was 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Thole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 

^1   le  salaries  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  public 

V,   joneys  of  r.lie  land  office  at  Marietta  ;  and  or- 

*-    L'red  It  to  \^e  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Ca.vxi'bell  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
.ing  in  a  lill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
e  to  issue^  grants  and   perfect  titles  on  certain 

■;    'tries  and  locations  of  lands  therein   described; 
id  the   bilj  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
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^  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^'hole.  the  ronsideration  of  the  bill  making  a  fur- 
^er  appropMatiou  for  the  purchase  of  books  for 
Ke  Libraryof  Congress,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 
^d  the  bill  i.aving  been  amended,  the  President 
■ported  It  t.>  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  the  bill 
»s  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime. 


Thursday,  January  9. 
•  The  Pre?jdent  communicated  a  letter  from 
^nathan  Jtflnings,  President  of  the  late  Conven- 
,»n  of  IndiiCoa,  with  a  copy  of  the  constitution 
adopted  Ij.r  the  government  of  the  Slate  of  In- 
hna,  wliicj.  were  read. 

Mr.  UoBj;;iT3  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip 
!)pes  and  (Uhers,  manufacturers  of  umbrellas  in 
le  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  cer- 
Jsu  specific iduties  may  belaid  on  the  imporration 
^W  urabrellaiand  parasols,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
IJemorial;  Which  wa?  read,  and  referred  to  the 
..ammiiteelon  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to 
nsider  and  report  ihereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
IMr.  HuN'jER,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
iwce   and  -Manufactures,   to  whom    was  refer- 
pd  the  bill,, -milled  "An  act  supplementary  loan 
►y  to  regulate  the  duties  oa  imports  aadioonacre  '■' 


reported  it  without  amendmeDt;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Cornraiiiee  of  the  Whole,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Uaggett  presented  the  petition  of  Elisha 
Tracy,of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  represent  ing  that 
during  the  late  war  he  held  the  office  of  a  pur- 
cha-'ing  comnlissary  ;  that  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  in  the  Government  in  remitting  him  funds 
he  sustained  a  great  loss;  and  praying  relief,  as 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  10  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  TiCMENOR,  from  the  comroittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  directing 
the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  Taft  from  imprison- 
ment," reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  considered  asin  Commitieeof  the  Whole, 
and  ord'-red  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Edwards;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readme. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
William  Edwards;  which  was  read. 

Mr.    Horsey   presented    the   memorial  of  the 

t resident  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Maware  Cjnal  Company,  praying  the  aid  of 
Congress  as  Mated  in  ihe  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey,  ordered  lo 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Cummitiee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  ccnsider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Curamitiee  on  Roads  and  Canal.*, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  couniy,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  change  in  part 
of  the  route  of  the  Western  Turnpike  road. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  peiiiion  of 
Robert  Kidd  ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  consideration  ihcreul  W4S 
further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  grounds 
belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  lu  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on 
moiiuu  of  iMr.  Mason,  of  New  Hjmj)*hire,  the 
further  consideraiioo  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Thebilleniuled  'Anact  directing  the  discharge 
of  Oliver  Spellman  from  imprisonment,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morrow,  I'rora  the  Coramitiee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  instructed,  by  the  resolution 
of  the  25lh  instant,  "  to  inquire;  into  the  ex{)edi- 
ency  of  authorizing  by  law  an  exchange  of  terri- 
tory with  any  ol  the  Indian  tribes,"  luadea  report, 
together  with  the  fyjlowing  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  in  appropriation  be  made,  by  law, 
to  enable  the  Presideut  ot  the  United  States  to  nego- 
tiate  treaties  with  the   Indian  tribes;  which  treauea 
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shall  have,  for  their  object,  an  exchange  of  territory 
owned  liy  any  tribe  residing  east  of  the  Musissippi,  for 
other  lands  west  of  that  river. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes.see  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries, 
and  locations  of  land  therein  described,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  the  Public  Lands,loconsiderand  reportthereon. 
The  bill  requiring  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  establish  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  makinga  further  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  the 
blank  filled  with  '' one  thousand  five  hundred," 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  register 
and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land  office 
at  Marietta,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thompson,  it  was  agreed 
to  reconsider  the  vote  on  passing  to  a  third  read- 
ing the  bill  respecting  the  heirs  and  legatees  of 
Tiiomas  Turner,  deceased;  and,  on  his  motion,  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
with  instructions  lo  inquire  into  the  extent  of 
the  services  rendered  by  the  said  Turner,  and 
compare  the  services  and  compensation  of  the 
said  Turner,  with  the  services  and  compensation 
of  the  other  accountants;  and  report  thereon 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  ihe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Malcolm."  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  Frederick 
Jenkins  and  Rensselaer  Havens,  in  behalf  of  the 
owners,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  late  private 
armed  brig  General  Armstrong,  praying  remuner- 
ation for  itie  destruction  of  said  brig  in  the  port 
of  Fayal,  by  the  enemy  ;  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial, which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
rriitiee  on  Naval  Affdirs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Friday,  January  10. 

William  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  ihe  State  of  Souih  Carolina,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  Ly  the  resignation  of 
John  Taylor,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Pkesident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  ihe  19ili  uluruo,  relative  lo  the  administration 
of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
representatives  of  the  riligious  society  of  Friends, 
in  Pennsylvania,  New  J«rrsey,  and  Delaware,  and 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  praying  a  revis- 
ion and  amendment  of  the  laws  of  Congress  for 


the  purpose  of  more  effectually  suppressing  the 
kidnapping  and  internal  traffic  in  the  persons  of 
color,  as  slated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred .so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  slave  trade, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. • 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  province  of  Texas,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. for  reasons 
staled  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  10 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
W.  Page,  citizen  of  South  Carolina,  praying  re- 
muneration for  informing  and  procuring  evidence 
of  the  violation  of  the  embargo  law.  as  stated  in 
the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
ihereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  etititled  'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Haslet,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Senate  he  should  ask  leave  to 
brin^  in  a  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  lo  employ  John  Trumbull,  ia 
the  line  of  his  profession,  to  paint  some  of  the 
most  important  events  of  ihe  Revolution,  to  be 
placed  in  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
compensatioD  to  Peter  Winchel,  Thomas  Bell,  and 
John  Harman,  who  were  mounted  rangers  in  the  com- 
pany commanded  by  Captain  Frederick  Sholtz,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Stales,  for  property  captured  by 
Indians  in  the  year  1815,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideratioD : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  copies  of  the  late 
edition  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  of  furnishing  one 
c»py  for  the  use  of  each  county  in  the  United  States; 
and  that  ilie  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Edwards  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Malcolm,"  was  read  ibe  second  lime,  and 
referred  lo  the  Cominiliee  on  Finance,  to  con- 
sider and  report  ihereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  on 
the  subject  of  an  exchange  of  territory  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  and  the  further  consideratioa 
thereof  was  postponed  until  \^nday  next. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  ''An  act  supplementary  to 
'All  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  impor.s  and 
tonnage."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  euiiiied  "Aa  act  direcuog  the  di>- 
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c^^e  of  Njithaniel  Taft  from  imprisonment," 
\i  read  a  lljird  time,  and  passed. 
I  .-^'he  Senatfc  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
^  "fr»!»ole,  the   i-oDsideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 

f:^  the   proiTjpi  settlement   of  puMic   accounts; 

^^y  the  furtt^er  consideration  thereof  was  post- 

I^^d  until  ffiooday  next. 

j3i  the  public  offices. 

kjir-tie  bill   Xi}  create  a  new  Eiecutire  (Home) 
^(;artment  tvas  taken  up. 

^Ir.  Tait  having  called  on  the  committee  who 
ported  thisfbill  tor  some  explanation  of  their 

rs  in  favr.r  of  this  measure — 
IfiT.  Sanfcird  briefly  gave  the  explanation  re- 
sted ;  thoijgh.  he  said,  the  reasons  having  been 
j'tjed  pretty  .much  at  large  in  the   document   be- 
f;^  the  Houte  and  the  public,  he   had   not  con- 
;  c^ed   It   necessary   to   trouble  the  House  with 
;  CiSay  reraarks  on  it.    He  adverted  to  the  growth 
'.  O-    Ae  couni|ry.  the  increase  of  population,  and 
o»^>equeDtly.  of  business  in   the   various   public 
t.Bce«.     He  reviewed  the  history  of  the   present 
dK^iartraents  of  the  Government,  and  their  pro- 
i5;jt«sive  enlai-gement  in  some  branches  ;  the  Navy 
l^j^artment,  for  instance,  by  the  addition   of  the 
^ijrd   of  Commissioners,   whilst   other   depart- 
!ij'^](ts  had  remained   stationary.     The   business, 
l.'fi'-aid,  which,  with  three  and  a  half  millions  of 
pJ^ulation,  \ias  necessary  to  be  done  in  the  pub- 
I'l^ffices.  btrre  no  proportion  to  the  mass  which 
nflJr  called  fur  their  attention.     The  arguments 
drVhich  be  generally  sustained  the  bill,  in  the 
(^i/se  of  hii  remarks,  were,  the  great  expansion 
oi^ur  public  business,  the  increase  of  business  in 
i  Mr  foreign  department  as  well  as  at  home,  and 
!  l2!raultitud.'  and  complication  of  details  of  pub- 
■   JMjransaciions,  which  required  a  distribution  of 
'  f^in  among'the  public  offices,  different  from  that 
;  i^  »ch  now  (jxisi?. 
..  ^Ir.  Ki.NG  commenced  the  expression  of  his 
v>ffs  of  lhi<t  bill,  by  stating  the  fact,  that  in   the 
oii^inal  organization  of  the  Government,  it  had 
h^.fl  made  a  question  whether  a  Home  Depart- 
'  "5^*'  ^**  i>ecessary  ;  and   that,  after  the  most 
Tjjiure  consMJeration,  it  had  been  decided   to  be 
jjlipedient:  and  the  Department  of  Slate,  as  its 
jtvibe  indicaied,  was  to  take  charge  of  all  matters 
<^md  civil  naiUre.  interior  as  well  as  foreign.     It 
rx«!»  true,  Mf.  K.  said,  that  this  was  long  ago, 
'  tfJ  that,  as  liis  colleague  had  said,  there  had  been 
iilce  a  coDsiilerable  increase  in  the  business  and 


(  j.'d  not,  hiinself,  see  the  force  of  that  argument 
\^s  it  certain,  because  something  was  omittec 
oi^eft  undone  in  the  departments  now,  that  noth- 


would  be  omitted  should  the  departments  be 
l^eased  ?  Wheil^r  we  resort  to  experience  at 
'lie,  or  wiisilom  from  abroad,  it  is  not  proved, 
'■  K.  said,  (hat  by  a  multiplication  of  offices  the 
|>iness  of  2,'  nation  is  better  done.  It  was  not 
I  tain  that  services  would  be  better   performed 

the  creatipQ  of  a  head  of  a  department,  which 


services  not  he,  but  others  to  be  placed  under  him, 
are  to  perform.  Supposing  any  department,  the 
Treasury,  for  instance,  to  have  full  occupation, 
would  the  creation  of  two  heads  to  it  expedite  the 
public  business,  or  afford  any  security  that  it 
would  be  better  done  ?  He  conceived  the  reverse. 
No  more  security  would  be  afforded  by  creating 
two  Departments  of  State  in  the  room  of  one, 
which  he  believed  was  sufficient  to  despttch  all 
the  business  now  confided  to  it ;  most  of  which, 
being  matter  of  detail  only,  required  little  more 
than  the  signature  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr. 
K.  adverted  to  the  branches  of  business  proposed 
to  be  assigned  to  the  new  department,  and  re- 
marked on  each.  As  to  the  correspondence  with 
the  Governors  of  States,  he  said,  that  any  man, 
present  at  the  formation  of  this  Government, 
would  have  considered  it  a  very  extraordinary 
idea  that  a  bill  even  should  be  introduced  into 
Congress,  much  less  that  a  law  should  be  passed, 
to  devolve  on  a  subordinate  head  of  a  department, 
the  tenure  of  whose  office  was  at  the  will  of  the 
President,  ihe  charge  of  correspondence  with  the 
Governors  of  the  several  States.  When  General 
Washi.ngton  was  President,  the  Governors  cor- 
responded directly  with  him.  and  why  ?  Because 
they  hold  an  important  portion  of  the  sovereign 
power.  For  various  reasons  he  as.sigoed.  Mr.  K. 
was  opposed  to  creating  a  new  department  to 
transact  this  business.  As  to  the  correspondence 
with  the  territorial  officers,  he  said,  that  was  no 
very  distressing  labor,  being  little  more  thau  a 
matter  of  form,  attended  to,  except  the  mere  .sig- 
nature of  the  Secretary,  by  the  clerks  in  the  office. 
As  to  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  he  thought 
it  well  to  leave  that  concern  where  it  was;  and, 
as  to  the  trade  with  them,  he  hardly  knew  what 
it  was;  he  should  object,  however,  to  appropri- 
ating any  more  money  for  Indian  trade.  Rela- 
tive to  the  concerns  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
he  did  not  conceive  a  department  necessary  for 
their  management,  and  siiU  less  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Patent  Office,  to  which,  as  at  present, 
a  single  clerk  was  fully  competent.  On  the  whole, 
he  could  not  see  the  necessity  for  creating  a  new 
department,  the  head  of  which  would  have  a 
place  in  the  Cabinet,  and  be  one  of  the  President's 
counsellors.  Wishing  further  time  to  be  afforded 
for  the  consideration  of  this  important  bill,  he 
proposed  its  postponement  for  a  few  days. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tait.  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  King,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  respecting  the  office  of  Attorney 
General. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Daggftt  to  strike 
out  the  3d  section  of  the  bill,  (authorizing  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  printed  statements 
of  cases  in  which  the  United  States  were  con- 
cerned before  the  Supreme  Court.)  but  after  some 
conversation,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Macon 
said  that  this  was  the  only  section  in  the  bill 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  retained,  Mr.  D. 
withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Macoiv  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  and 
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second  sections  of  the  bill — the  first  allowing  the 
Attorney  General  an  apartment  in  the  public 
buildings,  (or  office  rent  in  lieu  thereof)  and  ex- 
penses of  fire,  &c. ;  the  second  allowing  him  a 
clerk. 

Mr.  Maso.v,  of  New  Hampshire,  supported  the 
motion  by  a  few  remarks;  in  the  course  of  which 
he  condemned  both  these  provisions  as  unneces- 
sary, and  as  going  indirectly  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  Barbour  required  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  separately  on   each   section. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  first  section,  but  opposed 
to  the  second,  because,  he  said,  he  was  yet  to  learn 
the  necessity  of  a  clerk  to  the  Attorney  General. 
In  favor  of  the  first  section,  he  said,  generally, 
that  the  President  had  advised  it,  considering  it 
important  to  the  convenience  of  the  Government, 
as  Mr.  B.  did,  that  the  law  officer  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  recurrence  was  had  in  all  cases 
of  difficulty,  should  not   be  without   any  sort  of 
apartment  for  his  accommodation.     That  officer's 
being  constrained  to  resort  to  his  own  means  for 
office  room,  was  an  exception  to  the   principle 
which  prevailed  in  regard   to  every  other  impor- 
tant officer   of  the  United  States.     As  regarded 
the  convenience  of  citizens,  also.  Mr.   B.  con- 
ceived   it   important    that   this  officer  should    be 
placed  near  the  other  departments,  to  whom,  also, 
such  vicinity  would  be  very  useful.     As  a  matter 
of  justice,  also,  he  favored  this  measure,  since  the 
salary  of  the  Attorney  General  bore  no  proportion 
to  that  of  other  officers  of  the  Government,  and 
he  ought  not  to  be  called   upon   to   pay  the  ex- 
penses of  his  office  out  of  his  moderate  compensa- 
tion.    Mr.  B.  did  not  give   much  weight   to  the 
argument  that  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  could  pursue  his  private  practice,  and 
at  the  same  time  discharge  with  fidelity  his  public 
duties,  which  required  his  constant  residence  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  dec.     So  far  from  con- 
sidering his  compensation  too  great,  he  would,  if 
it  should  appear  necessary,  increase  the  compen- 
sation of  this  officer,  which  was  small  relatively 
to  the  salaries  of  other  officers  of  the  Government. 
Messrs.  .Macon   and   Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, spoke,  the  latter  more  at  large,  in  favor  of 
expunging  the  two  first  sections  of  the  bill  ;  and 
Messrs.  Daggett,  SANFORD.and  Troup,  against  it. 
The  arguments  in  favor  of  striking  them  out 
were,  generally,  these:  that  ihp  office  of  Attorney 
General,  with  the  proposed   addition  to   it   of  an 
office  and  a  clerk,  becomes  at  once  the  department 
of  law,  never  intended  certainly  when  this  office 
was  established,  and  this  change  will  be  the  sure 
foundation  of  a  bill  to  increase  ihe  salary  attached 
to  the  office;  that  the  salary  of  the  office  had  al- 
ready  grown   up  from   $1,500   to  §3,000;   that, 
whatever  was  the  practice,  it  could   never  have 
been  intended  that  the  Attorney  General  should 
be  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  any  more  than  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  and  some  olher  offi- 
cers; that  the  Attorney  General  was  now  better 
paid,  in  proportion  to  his  duties,  than   any  other 
officer  of  the  Government;  since,  from   the  first 
establishment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Attor- 


ney Generals,  one  year  with  another,  had  not  ar- 
gued more  than  two  cases  each  term  of  it  for  the 
United  States;  that  it  was  contemplated  always 
that  the  Attorney  General  should  pursue  his  pri- 
vate practice;  that  he  ought  to  do  so,  since  con- 
stant practice  was  known  to  be  essential  to  make 
a  good  lawyer;  that  the  predecessor  of  the  pres- 
ent Attorney  General  pursued  to  great  advantage 
his  private  practice;  that,  in  Great  Britain,  the 
Attorney  General  is  generally  the  most  extensive 
practitioner,  although,  by  the  terms  of  his  office, 
at  the  same  time  a  cabinet  counsellor ;  that,  there- 
fore, no  increase  of  compensation  (as  this  propo- 
sition was  deemed  essentially  to  be)  was  neces- 
sary;  and  because,  if  the  compensation  of  the 
Attorney  General  was  increased,  an  augmentation 
of  the  salaries  of  all  the  other  officers  of  Govern- 
ment would  follow  of  course. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  that  the  At- 
torney General  was  an  officer  of  great  importance, 
to  whom  was  confided  the  management  of  the 
law  concerns  of  the  United  States  ;  who  was  con- 
tinually (almost  daily)  appealed  to  for  his  legal 
advice  by  one  department  or  other ;  and  who  was, 
besides,  by  the  practice  of  the  Government,  a 
Cabinet  counsellor;  that  he  ought,  therefore  to 
have  the  same  accommodation  as  other  officers  of 
the  Government,  of  an  office  and  a  clerk — of  a 
clerk,  because  it  was  important  to  retain  copies  of 
opinions  of  letters,  and  of  correspondence  with 
district  attorneys,  which  by  former  Attorney  Gen- 
erals had  never  been  done,  no  paper  of  any  de- 
scription having  been-  handed  from  any  one  of 
them  to  his  successor;  that  the  private  practice 
of  the  law,  with  the  present  duties  of  the  office, 
which  occupied  all  the  time  of  the  incumbent, 
must  be  inconsiderable,  indeed,  if  not  incompati- 
ble; that  it  was  unjust  to  ask  from  an  officer, 
whose  salary  was  perhaps  inadequate  to  his  sup- 
port, that  he  should  subtract  therefrom  the  amount 
of  his  official  expenses. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
(respecting  office  rent)  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— ayes  11. 

The  question  on  striking  our  the  second  section 
(allowing  a  clerk)  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  16  to 
12 — majority  4. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday.  January  13. 

The  credentials  of  William  Smith,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
comprehending  contracts  made  by  that  Depart- 
ment in  the  year  1816,  and  those  made  by  the 
purcha>ing  and  ordnance  departments  for  the 
same  period,  in  compliance  with  "an  act  con- 
cerning public  contracts,"  passed  April  21st,  1808, 
and  the  report  was  read. 
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Mr.  RontRTs  presented  ihe  petitioa  of  the 
'hamber  ofCoramerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
favor  of  general  and  uniform  regulations  of 
estates  and  aSairs  of  insolvents,  and  praying 
JU  law  may  L'lass  on  that  subject,  for  reasons  stated 
r'fii  the  peiijjon,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
■-;fce  Commiciee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  consider  and 
■"^••tport  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
i«^  iMr.  Fhomentin  presented  the  petition  of  Louis 
>iybarles  ie  Blanc,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
'•4<2ana,  praymg  a  grant  of  land  ia  said  Slate,  as 
^|tiled  in  th»'  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 

■  :  e'J  lo  the  (-ommittee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and 
•]  eporl  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

^  vMr.  Varnum  presented  the  petition  of  John 
ii  )<is.  late  collector  of  the  cu>loms  for  the  district 
5(  n  Barnstarile,  praying  relief  for  expenses  incur- 
*i  etl  by  him  in  caryiog  into  execution  the  embargo 
^)li«vs,  as  staged  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read 
{|i](d  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  lo  con- 
*/  iJer  and  r<;port  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
"]  (Mr.  Lac^ck  presented  the  petition  of  Juhn  Mer- 
»  i(t,  attorney  to  the  admitiistrator  of  FUvil  Sabin, 
('Ceased,  l«te  a  regimental  paymaster,  praying 
ejiefio  ihf  settlement  of  his  accounts,  as  stated 
1  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
le  Coramtitee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
lereon  by  uill  or  otherwise. 

■  t  Mr.  San>ohd  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  B. 
Tftewart.  iit  behalf  ol  the  assignee  and  legal  rep- 
I  cfseniative  ot  Francis  Cazeau,  late  of  the  city 
I  f  Paris,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  ser- 
>  ices  rendi'red  the  American  cause  durinv  the 
I  Levoluiioiury  war,  and  for  sacritices  made  by  bis 
^  .tachmeni  thereto,  as  stated  in  the  memorial; 

.hich  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
i  r  Claims,  10  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
•    r  otherwibi'. 

t»  Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
^j  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
^irecting  tlje  discharge  of  Oliver  Speilman  from 
Anpnsonmfnt."  reported  it  without  amendment. 
«  Mr.  SA.Nf  ORD  presented  ihe  petition  of  William 
K^rkwardgnd  others,  me>s»rngers  in  the  several 
^j!lkecutive  Pepartmentsof  the  Government,  pray- 
i"|og  an  incrrase  of  compen>aiiun,  as  stated  in  the 

to  the 
report 


was  read,  and  referred 
^J»mmittee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and 
|H^reon  by  hill  or  otherwise. 
Wr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
>jivid  Charubers.  made  a  report,  together  with 
»#  followio'^  resolution : 

V  Jiesolved,  That  the  petiiioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 

j^  peUtJOD  uod  documenta. 

■1^  vl'he  report  and  re>olutioD  were  read. 

n  JThe  Senate  resumed  the  considt-ration  of  the 

wption  of  itie  lOlh  instant  for  instructing  theCom- 

f^ttee  of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

f^allowing  compensation  to  certain  persons  who 

►  j^'^re  mnu&ted  rangers,  and  agreed  thereto. 

It.  Barjjocr  submitted  the  following  molioQ 
i^  consideration  : 
>'j  ^Haolved,  T^At  the  Secretary  of  War  be  inatructed 
;.|o|pr«e«»«  o^ieaof  ihe  existing  miiitia  laws  of  the  dif- 
j^eieut  dUie«<  as  well  as  correct  reporU  of  the  number 


tition  ;   which 


and  organization  of  their  militia,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  at  their  next  session. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  lOlh  instant,  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
purchasing  copies  of  the  late  edition  of  the  acts 
of  Congress;  and,  having  agreed  thereto,  .Mr.  Wil- 
liams, Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Varncm.  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  on 
Ihe  expediency  of  an  exchange  of  territory  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  and  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Agreeably  to  notice.  Mr.  Barbour  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Suiea  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  autbonted  to  employ  John  Trumbull, 
of  Connecticut,  to  compose  and  execute  a  painting 
commemorative  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence ; 
to  be  placed,  when  finished,  in  the  Capitol  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Sutes. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond readin<;. 

Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  petition  of  cer- 
tain members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  praying  for  the  admission  of  said 
Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  without 
division,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant,  the  memorial  of 
the  Leoislaiive  Council  and  House  ol  Represent- 
ative?  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  on  the  same 
subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  Senate  occupied  some  time  on  the  report 
of  a  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Robert 
Kidd,  praying  a  remission  of  penalties  on  certain 
British  merchandise  imported  after  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  and  by  him  purchased  and  bonded  at 
the  custom-house — the  report  recommending  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to  re- 
verse the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  so 
as  to  declare  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  to  be  granted,  and  supported  his  view  of 
the  subject  at  considerable  length. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Roberts,  and  finally  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whum  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud,  from 
imprisonment,"  reported  it  with  amendments j 
which  were  read. 

The  bill  concerning  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  *ale  of  certain  grounds 
beloogin;^  to  the  United  States  in  the  City  of 
Washiugion,  was  taken  up,  and  after  being,  on 
motion  ol  Mr.  Daggett,  amended  so  as  to  direct 
the  moneys  arising  from  ihe  said  sales  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  reimbursement  of  any  mo- 
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neys  expended  /or  the  public  buildings  and  pub- 
lic improvements  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
the  bi.l  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading:. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  a  new  edition  of  the  laws 
respecting  the  public  lands.''  They  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;'  passed  the  9th  of  April,  1816,"  also  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  appropriation 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  Army  during  the  year 
1817,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  biil  partially  to  reorganize  the  Departments, 
and  providing  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
accounts,  was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Macon  hav- 
ing offered  an  amendment  in  the  distribution  of 
the  duties  to  auditors,  Ac,  the  amendment  wa> 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and,  with  the  bill,  postponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  within  the  State  of  Indiana  ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideraiion  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Edwards;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
«T^ '^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Haslet,"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims  ;  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  Phesioent  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "  Shall  Ihe  amendment  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Tuesday,  January  14. 

The  Preside.nt  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy 
comprehending  a  statement  of  the  contracts  made 
by  that  Department  during  the  year  1816,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March 
1809,  eniiiled  ''An  act  further  to  amend  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  the  ebiablishment  and  regulation  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navv  Departments:-' 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Fisher  and  others,  citizejs  of  the  United  States 
praying  the  revision  and  amendment  of  ''An  act 
respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  Irom  the  service  of  their  masters  '  pass- 
ed the  12ih  ol  February.  1793,  for  the  purpose  of 
more  effectually  suppressing  a  traffic  in  negroes 
l4Ui  Co2l.  2d  Siiss.— 3 


and  people  of  color  from  the  Middle  to  the  South- 
ern States,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  the  slave 
trade,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  E.  Cut- 
bush  and  Samuel  R.  Marshall,  on  behalf  of  the 
surgeons  and  assistants  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  praying  the  regulation  of  iheir  rank 
and  increase  of  pay  and  emoluments,  as  stated  in 
the  memorial  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.' lo  consider  and 
report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee,  reported 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds,  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  City  of  Washington;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  Edwards ;  also,  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  Haslet." 

Mr.  .Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations' 
of  lands  therein  described,  reported  it  with  amend— 
menis  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  sixth  instant,  •' to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  regimental 
and  battalion  paymasters,  and  giving  them  rank 
in  the  Army,"  made  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  W1LLIA.M8,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  3d  instant, 
'•to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing, 
by  law,  the  appointment  of  additional  agents  in 
such  Slates  or  Territories  where  it  may  be  found 
necessary  for  the  more  conveuient  payment  of 
such  persons  as  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be 
placed  on  the  pension  list,"  made  a  report;  which 
was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  13ih  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  procure  copies  of  the  exist- 
ing militia  laws  of  the  different  Slates,  as  well 
as  correct  reports  of  the  number  and  organization 
of  their  militia,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Commitiee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing,  by  law,  an  exchange  of 
territory  with  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  ;  and,  af- 
ter debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Friday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Depari- 
ment  of  War  be  required  lo  lay  before  the  Senate 
any  documentor  information  in  his  office  respect- 
ing the  exchange  of  lands  with  any  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  now  completed  or  contemplated,  under  the 
act  of  Congress,  approved  on  the  25!b  day  of 
March,  1804,  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  Louisiana 
into  two  Territories,  and  to  provide  for  the  tem- 
porary government  thereof." 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


68 


ElfATC. 


Proceedings. 


Jandabt, 1817. 


\    '  The  Seriate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rVporlof  the  Cororaittee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
ijetition  of  David  Chambers.     Whereupon, 
»|  ;  Besolted,  That  the  petitioner   have  leave  to 
I  Withdraw  Ms  petition  and  documents. 

V  •.  The  bill,  endiled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act 
k  'iBUihorizifjg  ihe  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
L  tured,  or  di'^troyed  while  in  the  military  service 

V  (if  the  Unrved  States,  and  for  other  purposes.'  pass- 
t^  the9ih^?of  April.  1816,"  was  read  the  second 
f;  time,  and  fefer^d  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
};to  considej'  and  report  thereon. 

*»'0q  raowon  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
^/dommiite''^  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred 
^i^e  peiiiion  of  James  Garey,  were  discharged  from 
\jtlie  further  consideration  thereof,  and  the  peii- 
*lt<oner  haj  leave  to  withdraw  bis  petition  and 
^Idbcumenti^ 

m     '      — 

«|  I  Wednesday,  January  15. 

ti  I  The  PaesiDENT  communicated   the  report  of 

tftpe  Acii-O;^'  Seen  tary  for  the  Department  of  War. 

H^'^eihibiting  the  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
tme  several  offices  aitjched  to  that  Department, 
\»iiid  tlie  si^'nis  given  to  each  for  llie  year  1816; 
jja^d  the  r«|>ort  was  read. 

14  <  Mr.  Ch^.ce  presented  the  petition  of  Jedediah 
''jfJmiih,  of'Roxbury.  in  the  county  of  Orange, and 
9tate  of  Vermont,  praying  a  pension,  fur  reasons 
ated  in  ihe  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
rred  to  !rie  Committee  on  Pension*,  to  consider 


fjwd  reporl  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise.  army. 

*V  The  Swiate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  I      Mr.  Williams  defended   the  report,  and  sub- 
?port  of  jhe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  who  I  mitted    f.icis   to  j-how  that  the  paymasters  were 


i 


i 


fucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

i^g.  by   law,  the  appointment  of  addi- 

onal  agrjits  in  such  States  or  Territories,  where 


f-rjeport  of  I 
Hipere  instf 
tj^uthonzii) 

jtlonal  agrj 

^lij  may  be  .found  necessary,  for  the  more  conve- 
tjwient  payjnent  of  such  persons  as  now  are,  or 
i'ljiay  hereifter  be  placed,  on  the  pension  list. 

,  j  Mr.  Lacock  offered  several  considrration-*,  from 
•  jinconvenirnces  suffered  by  pensioners  in  diffc-r- 
yj^Tt  parts  of  the  United  Stales,  particularly  the 
^tV'e»tern  fountry,  Irom  the  want  of  additional 
ilirfjenis,  &.C.,  to  show  the  necessity  of  increasing 
;'Ji|)e   number  of  those  agents,  and  concluded,  by 

|t»oving  t^iat  the  report  be  reversed,  so  as  to  de- 
I'i^are  it  ex;  edieni  to  increase  the  number  of  agents 
.Wt  payingipensions. 

'»  j  Alter  s(ime  remarks  from  Messrs.  Sanford, 
i^If  ACON.  at;d  Troup,  to  show  that  the  inconveni- 
.  jciijces  siatf-d  ought  to  be  removed  by  other  meas- 
^,  Wre*  than  an  increase  of  the  agents,  and  a  few  ob- 
'i-^rvationN  explanatory  by  Mr.  Roberts,  and  in 
I  c|)positior»  to  the  measure  by  Mr.  Hardin — 
'{  J  The  rejiort  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts. 
« if»stponea  to  Monday. 

\*  I  Tbe  bil^  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
Jlrjropriatio-ii  fi)r  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  dur- 
hi»g  the  yoar  1817,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
viif-ferred  u>  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to  con- 
Milder  and  jeport  thereon. 

l'\  The  revolution  to  authorize  the  President  of 
jjiae  Unilejl  States  to  employ  John  Trumbull  to 
j^jxecuie  a- painting  commemorative  of  the  Decla- 

|1?        ' 


ration  of  Independence,  was  read  the  second  time; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Goldsborougu,  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  confer 
with  Colonel  John  Trumbull,  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  two  additional  scenes  from  the  period  of 
the  Revolution  to  be  the  subjects  of  paintings, 
which,  together  with  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, when  completed,  are  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Capitol  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  Barbodr,  Goldsborouoh,  and  Kino, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Pettibone,  praying  to  be  employed  to  erect  the 
necessary  apparatus  for  warming  the  Capitol, 
now  undergoing  repairs,  upon  his  improved  plan, 
as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  report  of  the  Military  Committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  an  inquiry  into  the  subject,  declaring 
it  inexpedient  to  increase  the  pay  of,  and  give 
rank  to  battalion  and  regimental  paymasters,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Lacock,  the  mover  of  the  inquiry,  opposed 
the  report,  and  advocated,  at  some  length,  tbe 
justice  of  increasing  the  pay  of  regimental  pay- 
masters, whose  duties  and  labor  have  been  much 
increased  by  the  late  arrangements  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's department,  whose  duties  have  been, 
in  a  great  measure,  transferred  to  the  paymasters; 
and  who  are  also  deprived  of  any   rank  in  the 


much  better  paid  now  than  formerly,  and  much 
better,  indeed,  than  any  other  part  of  the  army. 

The  report  was  then  concurred  in  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain grounds  belonging  to  the  United  Stales,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  was  read  the  tiiird  lime; 
and,  after  being  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dag- 
gett, by  unanimous  consent,  soas  to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  o(  the  sales  to  defray  expen>e3  for 
public  improvements  hereafter  incurred,  the  bill 
passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  other  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Edwards  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Haslet."  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Sertate  that  the  House  hiive  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  explain  the  act  '  to  au- 
thorize certain  officers  and  other  persons  to  ad- 
minister oaths,' approved  May  the  3  J,  1798;"  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  de 
Blanc,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 


ing resolution 


Resolved,    That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  tiis  papers. 
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Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  memorial  of 
James  Miller,  collector  and  inspector  of  the  cus- 
toms of  the  port  of  Nova  Iberia,  and  the  district 
of  Teche,  praying  compensation  for  having  di*- 
charged  the  duties  of  surveyor,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  lo  consider  and  report 
thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  new  Executive  Department,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  lo-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  aetilemenl  of  public  accounts. 

Mr.  Maco.x  having  proposed  a  further  amend- 
ment thereto,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thlrsdav,  January  16. 

Mr.  Ruqqles  presented  the  petition  of  Rachael 
Dohrrnan,  widow  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  de- 
ceased, praying  additional  remuneration  for  the 
services  of  her  late  husband  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Comuiiitee  of  Claims, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  TicHENOR  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
Uy  before  the  Senate,  without  delaj,  a  Htalement  of 
the  number  of  otficera,  nun-commueioned  otBcers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates,  now  composing  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  Stales,  to  what  posU  the/ 
are  stationed,  and  the  actual  number  at  each  post  re- 
•pectivelj. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  John  Has- 
let, of  the  city  of  Charleston,  praying  an  act  may 
be  passed  remitting  ilie  penalties  by  him  inno- 
cently incurred  on  the  importation  of  thirty-six 
punctieons  of  rum  in  the  brig  Marjaret,  Captain 
Halm,  from  Porto  Rico,  in  July,  1812,  as  stated 
in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  tiy  bill  or  oiherwi>e. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  ilie  resolution  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  employ  John  Trum- 
bull to  compose  and  execute  a  painting  commem- 
orative of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  re- 
ported It  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Chace  presented  the  petition  of  Jonas  Cut- 
ting, late  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  tlie25ih  regiment 
of  inlaniry,and  su|)erintendent  of  the  recruiting 
rendezvous  ol  said  regiment,  at  Hartlord,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  praying  the  reimbursement 
of  certain  expenses  incurred  by  hiin  in  the  line  of 
hisduiy.asstatedinihe  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  relerred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  con- 
sider and  report  ihereoa,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Uommillee  on  the  Post  OflBce 


and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Vincennes,  by 
Emmerson's  mill,  Carlisle,  and  Monroe,  to  Fort  Har- 
rison ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  de  Blanc.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  explain  the  act 
'  to  authorize  certain  officers  and  other  persons  to 
administer  oaths,'  approved  May  the  3J,  1798;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
new  Executive  Department,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  lo-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,  together 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  un- 
til Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  Oliver  Spellman 
from  imprisonment ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
readins:. 

.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud  from 
imprisonment,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Claims;  and 
the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pre- 
sident reported  the  bill  to  the  House  according- 
ly; and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Slate  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands 
therein  described,  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on   Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the   bill,  entitled 
'An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"   re-  ^ 
ported  It  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  ihe  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Humes, 
collector  of  the  revenue  for  the  Gth  district  ot 
Pennsylvania,  made  report,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  AsuMUN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  j^inance  be  in- 
structed lo  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  so  far  alter- 
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%>  fig  the  Ia«v  iraposiDi?  a  dulj  oa  carriages,  as  to  ex- 
•  ;  impt  fronx  ita  operation  any  carriage  which  ifl  usually 
*  'i4nd  chiefly  employed  in  husbandry,  or  for  the  trans- 
i  I  "lortation  or  carrying  of  goods  ;  with  leave  to  report  by 
>'i;il]  or  olh^rwiie. 

'.*  (  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  from  the  same  committee,  lo 
f^^hom  wir"  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
f^Uiaking  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  subsistence 
•jof  the  Army  during  the  year  1817,"  reported  it 
/^•^wiihout  amendment. 


> 


^  ',       Friday,  January  17. 

R  i  The  PifEsiDENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
5Commisstoners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  con- 
5itaininff  statements  in  relation  to  that  fund,  made 
f*io  obedieiYce  to  the  '•  act  for  the  better  government 
^o{  the  Na«  y  of  the  United  States,"  and  the  report 
?.was  read.. 

C  Mr.  W'rLSON  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
^ber  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  eiiiablishment  of  a  cer'ain  post  route,  as 
jfwiated  in  jhe  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
^'^erred  to  I'he  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
rJPost  Roafls;  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 

^^11  or  oihtrwise. 
^^    Mr.  Wr^aoN  submitted  the  following  motion 

•  jfor  consideration  : 

^1  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pott  Office 
4And  Post  Uoads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
&^iency  o)  increasing  the  compensation  of  the  post- 
■■raster  at  I^ewark,  in  New  Jersey. 

vf  Mr.  Tajt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
•^ubject  wqjs  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the 
tf)eople  of, the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi 
,d|erritory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
r  Llnment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
•}}\e  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
•^itates;  arid  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
il«^ond  reading. 

.i  (Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee  reported 
;^;bill  to  establish  a  separate  territorial  govern- 

•  jjijent  for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
^fi^ory  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
^.Jei^ond  reading. 

^  'Mr.  SMitH  presented  the  petition  of  William 

)|Dith.  senior,  confined  in   prison  at  Charleston 

<.  0{r  a  debt  lue  the  United  States,  and  praying  to 

''  ''♦i  discharged  therefrom,  for  reasons  staled  m  the 

^  i^tition-,   which   was  read,  and   referred   to   the 

^fimmiitee   of   Claims,  to   consider  and   report 

l^ereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

.Mr.  Smith  also  presented  the  petition  of  John 

•  iingsbury  praying  compensation  for  his  services 
;44^  musician  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates, 
t^y  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
*(e^red  to  it»e  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider 
.^nd  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

.Mr.  MAajON,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  memo- 
iil  of  Thomas  Ewell,  representing  that  he  has 
dde,  and  is  bound  by  contracts,  with  the  Navy 
'  partmeni.  respecting  gunpowder,  and  that  the 
J  partment  will  not  in  any  manner  comply  with 
:il|e  condith)ns  of  said  contracts,  and  praying  the 
■;|r«terfer«iie^>  of  Congress  for  relief;  and  the^me- 
.|i;oriaI  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 


.i  > 


of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  also  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  pe- 
cuniary aid  in  the  erection  of  a  court-house,  jail, 
and  public  offices  ;  and  to  authorize  the  said  court 
to  levy  a  tax  in  aid  of  erecting  the  same,  and  also 
to  authorize  the  levy  court  to  purchase  the  neces- 
sary ground  for  the  accommodation  of  the  same  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  moiion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
further  provisions  are  necessary  to  be  made  by  law  for 
securing  to  the  widows  or  other  heirs  of  soldiers,  who 
died  or  were  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,  the  land  bounty  due  to  the  sol- 
diers respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16ih  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establi!>hing  a  cer- 
tain post  route,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  law  imposing  a  duty  on 
carriages;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16ih  instant,  for  information  rela- 
tive to  the  Military  Establishment,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  L%nds,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  an  exchange  of  territory  with  any  of 
the  Indian  tribes;"  and  on  motion,  by  .Mr.  Mor- 
row, the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  on  the  petition  of  James 
Humes,  Collector  of  the  Revenue  for  the  6ih 
District  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  23,  nays  13,  as  fallows: 

Y»AS — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Brown,  Daggett,  Fromen- 
tin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Hardin,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampuhire,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor.  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
Troup,  Varnum.  Wells,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Mewrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit, 
Howell,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Noble, 
Koberts,  Sanford,  Stokes,  and  WiJson. 

So  it  was  Resolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Presiuent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
made  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
14th  instant,  requesting  information  respecting 
the  "exchange  of  lands  with  any  of  the  Indian 
tribes  now  completed  or  contemplated  under  the 
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.•ct  of  Congress,  approved  on  the  26th  day  of 
March,  1804,  entitled  'An  act  to  erect  Louisiana 
into  two  Territories,  and  to  provide  for  the  tem- 
porary government  thereof,"  and  the  report  was 
read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 
I  transmit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  1816. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
JAHUAir  17,  1817. 

The  Message  and  account  therein  mentioned 
were  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  Oliver  Spellman,  from  imprisonment," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud  from  im- 
prisonment." having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  lime  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 


Monday,  January  20. 

The  PREainENT  communicated  a  memorial  of 
the    Legislature    of    the    Mississippi    Territory, 
praying   for   the  appointment   of   an    additional 
3  Judge  east  of  Pearl  river;  and  the  memorial   was 

read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwi.se. 

The  President  also  communicated  another 
memorial  of  the  said  Legislature,  praying  the 
adjustment  of  British  claims  to  certain  lands,  as 
staled  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to 
consider  and   report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

He  also  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  transmit- 
ting ihe  report  of  the  commissioners  for  ascer- 
taining and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  east- 
ern district  of  the  Stateof  Louisiana;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Ruooles  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Brown,  praying  compensation  for  services  daring 
the  Revolutionary  war,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  15th 
instant,  the  petition  of  James  Miller,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
and  the  said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finaace,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Stokes  presented  the  memorial  and  rep- 
resentation of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  respecting  the  lands  within  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  reserved  by  said  Siate,  by 
her  cession  act,  fur   the  relief  of  her  officers  and 


soldiers,  aod  other  claimants  ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  respecting  the 
heirs  and  legatees  of  Thomas  Turner,  deceased, 
with  instructions,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

He  also  reported  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  relation 
thereto  ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17th  instant  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
compensation  of  the  postmaster  at  Newark  in 
New  Jersey  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in  relation  to  the 
land  bounty  due  to  the  soldiers  who  died  or  were 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  during 
the  late  war;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Macon  communicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina, 
adopting  the  resolution  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  regulate  the 
mode  of  choosing  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  instructing  their 
Senators  to  endeavor  to  obtain  said  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States:  and  the 
resolutions  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing,  by 
law,  the  exchange  of  territory  with  any  o(  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  the  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  who  were  instructed 
to  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  appointing  ad- 
ditional agents  for  the  more  convenient  payment 
of  persons  placed  on  the  pension  list;  and,  on  mo- 
lion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  16th 
instant,  for  information  relative  to  the  Military 
Establishment,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  separate  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  new  Executive  Department,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. The  bill  was  defended  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Roberts,  Barbour,  and  Sanford,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Tait,  Macon,  and  King; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed  there- 
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<3to,  it  wa»  reported  to  the  House,  and,  on  motion 
*|by  Mr.  SiMiTH,  the  further  consideration  thereof 

f  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 
;.•  '  A  raesiiflge  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
•'  iiifortned'the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  reso- 
t  Ijiion  fo^  the  appointn)ent  of  a  joint  committee 
;.  to  allot  rdoms  to  the  committees  of  each  House  ; 
t  ib  which.resolution  they  request  the  concurrence 
ilyf  the  Se'iate. 

'  The  rwolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 

[t>mes  by  noanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in  ; 
Messrs.  Hardin  and  Macon  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  their  part. 
J*  •  The  Pi'EsiDENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 

l^ecretary'of  the  Navy  Depariment,  made  in  obe- 
ijjiience  to  ihe  resolutions  of  the  Senateof  the  21st 
jiof  Deceniber,  1815,  and  the  8ih  of  January,  in- 
'tjstant.  coniainin?  all  the  information  in  the  pos- 
|jfsies5ion  of  that  department,  respecting  surveys  of 
;^tpe  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  Middle  Ground. 
A  «nd  the  Sfveral  sues  proper  for  the  establishment 
*  of  docks  and  a  naval  depot;  and  the  report  was 
tr^pad,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
rAffairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
jicjlherwise; 

|<  '■  On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
^kj^laims,  t.)  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
f;I:flisha  Tracy,  were  discharged  from  tiie  further 
Vcposideration  thereof;  and  the  petitioner  had 
■'^Aave  to  vriihdraw  his  petition  and  documents. 

>  'The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
I'y^hole,  tire  consideration   of  the  bill  to  provide 


Prioateer  General  Arnutrong. 
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I'S'^T  the  prjmpi  settlement  of  public  accounts,  to- 
:Igfctber  wiih  the  amendments  proposed  thereto, 
jiaiid  the  further  consideration  was  postponed  until 


5^  ^The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
ijWhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
i/4ct  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm  ;"  and  the 
^fftirther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
londay  nfxt.  And  it  was  ordered  that  the  re- 
3ii)ri  of  th^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
f>|p«iiiion  of'Henry  Malcolm,  be  primed  for  the  use 
^l*  ihf  Senite. 

^'  The  Seijate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
5Whole,  tht  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
*  »Ct  makin-,'  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  sub- 
j^tence  of  ihe  Army  during  the  year  1817 ;"  and 
l!|e  bill  w*;  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


PRIVATEER  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 


i^.'Mr.  Tajt,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
Idijirs.  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
^w^rederick  Jenkins  and  Rensselaer  Havens,  in  be- 
■,  ,a»lf  of  the  owners,  cfficers,  and  crew  of  the  late 
*»)Tivaie  arroed  brig  General  Armstrong,  made  a 
^f«rpori;  which  was  read.     The  report   is  as  fol- 

iJ  :The  Naviil  Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  has 
4,/'^tn  referrt'J  the  memorial  of  Frederick  Jenkins  and 
r^nsselacr  Havens,  in  behalf  of  the  owners,  oflBcers, 
\  ^kil  crew  o^  the  late  private  armed  brig  General  Arm- 

rfiong,  report: 
*  Tbe  inemorialifcts  state  thit  on  the  26lh  of  Septem- 
ilq|er,  in  ihe  year  1814,  while   the  private  armed   brig 
r|<-.«neral  Axmstrong  was  Iving  at  anchor  in  the  port  of 

^i 


Fayal,  she  was  attacked  by  a  superior  British  force, 
and,  after  a  brave  resisUnce  by  her  commander,  Sam- 
uel C.  Reed,  and  his  valiant  crew,  the  brig  was  de- 
stroyed. They  also  state  that  the  vessel  and  arma- 
ment cost  $42,000,  and  pray  that  such  relief,  indem- 
nity, or  compensation  may  be  extended  to  the  owners 
officers,  and  crew  of  the  privateer,  as,  under  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  attending  her  destruction,  may 
be  deemed  by  Congress  just  and  equitable. 

The  committee  are  left  to  conjecture  the  ground*  on 
which  the  memorialists  rely  for  a  remuneration  or  in- 
demnity from  their  own  Government-  It  is  presumed, 
however,  that  the  claim  must  be  supported,  if  support- 
ed at  all,  on  one  of  two  grounds:  1st.  Because  the 
vessel  and  armament  were  destroyed  by  the  public  en- 
emy in  a  neutral  purt,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions ;  or,  2dly.  Because  the  brave  and  gallant  defence 
of  Captain  Reed,  his  officers,  and  crew,  entitles  them 
to  the  bounty  of  the  Government. 

The  committee  are  unable  to  perceive  what  right  of 
indemnity  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  can  acquire 
against  their  own  Government  for  losses  sustained  in 
consequence  of  the  violated  rights  of  a  third  party.  It 
is  the  duty,  no  doubt,  of  all  Governments  to  extend  to 
the  person  and  property  of  the  citizen  all  the  protection 
in  their  power.  It  is  the  end  of  all  Governments  to 
do  so.  It  is  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  make  known 
his  wrongs  to  his  (Jovernment,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  seek  redress  by  such  means  as  it  may 
deem  expedient  The  neutrality  of  Portugal  was 
grossly  violated  in  the  case  of  the  private  armed  ship 
General  Armstrong.  It  was  the  duty  of  that  Govern- 
ment to  preserve  ht-r  neutral  character,  and  to  protect 
the  brig  and  all  on  board  from  any  hostile  attack  while 
in  her  port.  Either  from  want  of  ability  or  inclina- 
tion, she  failed  to  do  so.  But  can  this  failure  to  sup- 
port its  own  rights  and  perform  its  duty  towards  us, 
vest  a  right  in  an  individual  to  come  on  his  own  Gov- 
ernment for  indemnity  on  account  of  a  pecuniary  loss? 
The  United  States,  it  is  believed,  have  done,  or  will 
do,  what  comports  with  their  rights  and  their  charac- 
ter. That  indemnity  from  Portugal  for  the  loss  of  this 
property  should  be  insisted  on  as  an  affjir  of  State,  is 
perhaps  highly  proper  ;  but  the  committee  cannot  per- 
ceive how  the  weakness  or  the  delinquency  of  Portu- 
gal can  impose  on  the  United  States  the  duty  of  in- 
demnifying the  memorialists  for  the  loss  of  the  brig 
and  her  armament 

The  committee  believe  that  this  opinion  is  in  con- 
formity with  the  practice  of  this  Government,  and 
perhaps  of  all  Governments.  Antecedent  to  the  year 
1802,  much  property  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  been  wrongfully  seized  by  the  cruisers 
of  France.  In  no  case  known  to  the  committee  did 
this  Government  indemnify  its  citizens  from  its  own 
Treasury.  Indemnity  w;»8  sought  from  France  by  ne- 
gotiation, and  obtained  in  the  Louisiana  convention. 
Citizens  of  the  United  States  at  this  moment  have 
claims  to  a  va»t  amount  against  the  Governments  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Naples,  for  properly  seized  in  vio- 
lation of  all  right.  On  principle,  all  these  claimants 
have  the  same  right  to  demand  indemnity  from  their 
own  Government  as  the  meinoriah.sts  in  the  present 
case;  for,  in  principle,  the  committee  can  see  no  dis- 
tinction between  a  private  armed  ship  and  a  merchant 
ship  ;  nor  between  property  captured  and  converted  to 
the  use  of  the  captors,  and  property  destroyed  by  a 
third  party  omitting  to  do  its  duty. 

If  this  is  a  mere  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  Congreu ; 
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if  the  memorialists  rely  for  the  success  of  their  applica- 
tion on  the  bravery,  gallantry,  and  good  conduct  of 
Captain  Reed,  his  officers,  and  crew,  in  the  defence  of 
the  vest^el,  then  the  committee  are  sensible  that  a 
stronger  case  of  the  kind  could  not  present  itself.  The 
stubborn  bravery,  the  cool  intrepidity,  and  presence 
of  mind  displayed  by  Captain  Reed  and  his  associates 
in  the  defence  of  the  ship,  were  perhaps  never  equalled, 
certainly  never  surpassed,  by  any  private  armed  vessel 
in  the  annals  of  naval  warfare.  It  has  excited  the  ad- 
miration of  the  nation,  and  cannot  fail  to  immortalize 
those  concerned.  If  actions  like  this  are  to  be  re- 
warded with  money,  too  much  could  not  be  given.  But 
Government  is  but  the  trustee  of  the  nation,  and  is 
bound  deliberately  to   examine  into   the  principle  on 


which  the  treasure  of  the  nation  is  bestowed,  and  the     respectively 


dian  ipyasion,  made  a  report,  together  with  the 
following  resolution: 

Raolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught 
and  report  a  bill  appropriating  $lu9,130  6.5,  for  the 
payment  of  the  said  claim  to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16il>  instant,  for  information  rela- 
tive to  the  Military  Establishment,  which,  hav- 
ing been  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  at  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  at 
what  post  the  present  Army  of  the  United  States 
are  stationed,  and  the  actual  number  at  each  post 


extent  of  the  precedent  which  is  set  in  bestowing  it 
It  is  unknown  to  the  committee  that  Congress,  as  yet 
has  ever  dispensed  its  bounty,  or  in  any  way  bestowed 
a  gratuity  for  any  achievement,  except  to  its  own  pe- 
culiar force,  nor  in  any  case  except  there  was  victory. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  do  so.  It  would  open  the  Treasury  to  a 
class  of  cases  arising  out  of  the  last  war  which  would 
be  extensive  and  onerous.  The  effects  of  such  a  mea- 
sure must  be  counted  on,  for  they  would  be  felt  in  all 
future  wars. 

The  case  of  the  Essex,  attacked  also  in  a  neutral 
situation,  was  a  strong  one.  The  defence  there,  loo. 
was  valiant,  persevering,  and  highly  honorable  to  all 
on  board,  as  well  as  to  the  nation  ;  yet  Congress  has 
done  nothing,  for  the  essential  quality  of  victory  was 
wanting  to  the  transaction.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, in  whatever  aspect  they  view  Uie  application  of 
the  memorialists,  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  un- 
safe and  inexpedient  to  grant  it,  and  recommend  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial of  Frederick  Jenkins  and  Rensselaer  HavetiS. 

The  Senate  re.^umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
aulhoiize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
employ  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute 
a  painting  commemorative  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  together  with  the  amendmeal  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee.  On  this 
bill  there  was  a  debate,  Mr.  BarboUR  being  its 
principal  supporter.  The  resolve  was  so  amended 
as  to  authorize  the  execution  of  four  pictures  of 
the  princijial  events  of  the  Revolutionary  history  ; 
and,  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Tuesday.  January  21. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Flavil  Sabin,  deceased;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  pas>ed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBERTa.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
■who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing,  by  law,  the  payment  to  the 
State  of  Georgia  of  certain  claims  lor  the  ser- 
vices of  the  mililia,  called  out  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  years  1792  and 
1793,  for  the  defence  of  the  said  State  acainsi  la- 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
w!io  were  instructed  "to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing,  by  law,  an  exchange  of 
territory  with  any  of  the  Indian  tribes." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  17,  as 
follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  Condit,  Hardin, 
Howell,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow, 
Noble,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Troup,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Asbmun,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Froraentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Thompson,  Tiche- 
nor,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

So  il  was 

Resolved,  That  an  appropriation  be  made,  by 
law,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  negotiate  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes j 
which  treaties  shall  have  lor  their  object  an  ex- 
change of  territory  owned  by  any  tribe  residing 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  for  land  west  of  that  river. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  9ih  of  April, 
181G,  reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the  ship 
owners,  and   others,  interested  in   foreign   com- 
merce in  the  city  of  New  York,  representing  that 
the  operation  of  the  several  commercial  and  colo- 
nial  regulations  adopted  by  foreign  nations  for 
the  protection  and  promotion  of  their  own  trade 
has  depressed  that  of  the  United  Stales,  and  pray- 
ing that  all  restrictions  be  removed  or  rendered 
equal  by  the  adoption   of  correspondent  regula- 
tions on  the  part  of  the   United  States;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  John  Trumbull  to 
comp^e  and  execute  certain  paintings,  was  read 
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and  on  the  question.  "Shall  this 
it  was  determined  in  the  aflBrm- 


feij  third  time; 

^^soluiioD  pass?" 

^Jijire — yeas  25,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

^    •  YiAS — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  Daggett, 

.  JUnt,    Frofnentin,   Gaillard,    Goldsborough,    Hardin, 

y^orsey,   Hgnter,  King,   Ma»on  of   New   Hampshire, 

|iVftaon  of  ViT^wm,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Tal- 

i»|)«t,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichenor,   Varnum,  WelU, 

^^d  Williams- 

Jn  jNira — Messrs.    Condit.    Macon,    Morrow,    Noble, 

^•l^berts,  Kugglea,  and  Wilson. 

/i  ^So  it  wa-i 

^  *Refolv€d  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 

t*tentaiivfM  of  the  United  States  of  America,  m 
ingress  dissembled,  That  the  President  of  the 
^Itited  Sta;tes  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
;;^ploy  Joijn  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  to  com- 
t^Vrfc  and  eiecute  four  paintings  commemorative 
;|»e  the  mt^t  important  events  of  the  American 
.■if^Toiutiot^;  to  be  placed,  w 
ipitol  of  )he  United  States. 
^  The  billlentiiled  "An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
|).  opnaliof!  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Army,  dur- 


Proceedings. 
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I 


\ 


Tolutiot^;  io_  be  placed,  when  finished,  in  the 


p;«s5ed 


ye^ar 

1 


1817,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 


ijoff  the 

f       >        — 

#«  *  Wednesday,  January  22. 

??  (The  Seriate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
t^ort  of  itije  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  on  the 
"  cmorial  f^f  Frederick  Jenkins  and   Rensselaer 

Vivens  ;  ajid   the   further  consideration   thereof 

•IS  postponed  until  Monday  next 


5j  The  Ser.Jate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


Ijeport   of  vhe  Committee  of  Claims,  who  were 
■"•^iructed  ,o  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
-izmg  \*y   law  the  payment   to   the   State  of 
rgia  of  certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the 
^litia,  called  out  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
.1  Slates, 'during  the  years   1792  and  1793,  for 
.Jj  defenceiof  the  said  Slate  a-ainsi  Indian  in- 
snsion. 

^-tK)n  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts, 
*j<>rder€di  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
be  posi,)oned  until  Monday  next;  and  that 
report  .»f  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
*r,  of  tl.e  3d  of  February,  1803,  in  relation 
_  ,'reio,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
JJ  J^r.CnACE  presented  the petitionof  Reuben  Att- 
j*^ter,  late  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory, 
S|T,*ying  cojupensaiion  for  the  destruction  of  his 
g^rpperly  by  the  British,  at  the  surrender  of  De- 
W-Vit  by  Gt4ieral  Hull,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
^frhich  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
i^jClaims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
c-tf  oiberwi^. 

The  Senile  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^hole,  thticonsideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
.^  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
Aes  on   certain   locations  of  lands  therein  de- 
fibed,  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
^.-reto  by  ihe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
j.)Mr.    CA;tfPBELL    having   proposed   a    further 
^'.lendraeni!  : 
»0a  motijn.  by  Mr.  Stokes 


J    rj 


;J  iOrdered:  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments 


proposed  thereto,  together  with  the  memorial  and 
representation  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  respecting  the  lands  reserved  by 
said  State,  by  her  cession  act,  for  the  relief  of  her 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  other  claimants  within 
the  territory  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Elavil  Sabin,  deceased,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  an  act.  entitled 
'An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  others;"  in  which 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbocr, 

Resolced,  That  five  hundred  copies  be  printed 
of  the  report  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  December  IG,  17y3,  on  the  privileges 
and  restrictions  of  the  commerce  of  rhe  United 
States  in  foreign  countries,  pursuant  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Febru- 
ary 23,  1791. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia, 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Ewell,  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof;  and  that  the  memorialist  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  memorial. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  Indiana;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Tues- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  heirs  and  legatees  of  Thomas  Turner,  de- 
ceased ;  and,  on  the  question,  '•  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

^x7J^?  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gorern- 
raent  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
biatei;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  orde^r  ot  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  separate  territorial  government  for  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Mississipni  Territory  ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Tuesday  next. 

xvn^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  'authorizing  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  passed  the  9th  of  April,  1816,"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  of  Claims ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Talbot,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

Thursday,  January  23. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Preside.nt  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statu  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Acting  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  compliance  with  their  resolution  of 
the  8ib  instant.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Jakuabt  23,  1817. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read, 

The  Prbsident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  instant,  show- 
ing the  posts  at  which  the  present  Army  of  the 
United  States  is  stationed  ;  and  the  actual  num- 
ber at  each  post,  respectively.  And  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Taylor,  senior,  a  naval  officer  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  praying  a  pension,  or  other  relief,  in 
consideration  of  a  severe  wound,  received  wliile 
engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country,  as  stated 
in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
oaoce,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  hold  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes  therein  mentioned;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  King,  the  memorial  of  the 
ship  owners  engaged  in  foreign  commerce  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  presented  the  2lst  instant,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FROMEiNTiN,  the  memorial 
of  Frederick  Jenkins  and  Rensselaer  Haven.*,  in 
behalf  of  the  owners,  officers,  and  crew,  of  the 
late  private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  .i  post 
route  from  Milledgeville,  in  Georgia,  to  Carnes- 
ville,  by  Washington, Elberton  and  Daiiielville. 

The  bill  entitled,  "  an  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled 'an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others,  "  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  repotted  a  bill, 
directing  the  discharge  of  William  Smith  from 
imprisonment;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  readinfy. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a  new  Executive  Department, 
and  for  other  purposes;  and  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  the  further  consideration  thereof  wa.s 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 


Friday,  January  24. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Kingsbury,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
establishing  the  salaries  of  the  messengers  in  the 
Executive  Departments ;   and  the  bill  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  * 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  also  reported' 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Haslet;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORODGH,  from  tiie  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
'•an  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  au- 
tliorizin^  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
Joseph  Stewart  and  others,"  reported  it  without 
im»ndment. 

Mr.  Chase,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  law,  regulating  the 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  reported  a  bill 
10  provide  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  and  of- 
fences committed  withiu  the  Indian  boundaries; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  every  member  of  the  Senate,  and 
every  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
every  delegate  of  Territories,  be  supplied  at  the  begin- 
ning of  every  session  of  Congress  with  a  copy  of  the  acts 
of  Congress  passed  at  the  preceding  session. 

Reaoloed  further.  That  every  member  of  the  present 
Congress  be  supphed  with  a  copy  of  the  acts  passed 
at  the  first  session  of  the  Fourteenth  Congress. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  re- 
ported a  bill  providing  for  the  division  of  certain 
quarter  sections  in  future  sales  of  the  public  lands; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Richard  Taylor,  sen.,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof;  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re-  • 
port  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Talbot,  Ashmun,  and  Williams,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Flavil  Sabin,  de- 
ceased ;  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  who 
were  instructed  '•  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  appointment  of  additional 
agents  for  the  payment  of  persons  placed  on  the 
pension  list;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the 
further  consideraiioQ  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 
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?^lThe  bijl  direciiog  the  di 
jll^tnith  from    imprisoDtneot, 


U. 


J 


discharge  of  William 

was  read  a  second 

^itime. 

i*  '■  The  bill  makinj  ao  appropriation  to  enable  the 
•i'President  of  the  United  States  to  hold  treaties 
^yith  the  Indian  tribes,  for  the  purpose  therein 
t'ljientioned.  wa.^  read  the  second  time. 
y'  •  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^tVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
Vior  the  prompt  settlement  ot  public  accounts,  to- 
<r'gether  wi(h  the  amendments  proposed  thereto; 
;  and  ihe  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
ilENT  repL.rled  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and 
'ItMe  amenflmenis.  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
I  ilft'^hole,  having  been  agreed  to  with  further  amend- 
J  T^eois,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  further 
♦  fc*)nsideraiion  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until 
?sday  rjext;    and  the   bill   was  ordered    to  be 


hi 


I 


I  ftuesd 

>  tp^inled  as  amended,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
j      :  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
•;    ifjforraed  [he  Senate  that  the  Hou^e  have  passed 
^  ;  Mbill)  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal,  after  the  clo>e 
of  the  pre'^ent  session  of  Congress,  the  act  enti- 
il(ed, 'An  a-ct  to  change  the  mode  of  corapensa- 
KJton  to  the.  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
!  Iflepresenttttives,  and  the  delegates  from  the  Ter- 
1  Wtories,'  j-jssed    the  nineteenth   of  March,    one 
\  thousand  oight  hundred  and  sizieeo,''  in  which 
i  ht.U  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
^  f  .The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
-'|He  second  reading. 

'  i^The  Sti.ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
(^Whole,  ihp  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 'An 
•■4^1  to  amend  the  act 'authorizing  the  payment 
' ^0^  properry  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
[tjemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uoi- 
'  Stale?.-'  passed  the  yih  of  April,  1816,"  lo- 
|r». iher  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
ComtiMiiee  of  Claims;  and,  on  motion  by 
Talbv^t.  the  further  consideration  thereof 
?(is  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 
^Tiie  Seuaieidjuurned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  27. 

The  Phi'SIDent  communicated  the  report  of 
•3  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,   made  in  obedi- 
|ire  to  thf  "Act  of  March  3,  1809,  further  to 
iVend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and 
'ijgulatioo  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  De- 
jijjtments,"  containing  the  statements  therein  re- 


I 


itred  ;  anij  the  report  was  read. 


:*flr.  TaiT  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
35i»'s,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 

"  bill  authorizing  the  appoimment  of  hospital 
tcigeons,  and    hospital   surgeon>'   mates,  in    the 

^vy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  bill  was  read. 
9  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

,iir.  Tait  also  communicated  sundry  docu- 
Jj  Qnts  in  rtrlation  thereto,  which  were  read. 
'■  Mr.  RoQERTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
I  "whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rachael 
i  ^lirman,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  fol- 
1^'^itig  resolution  : 

Hesolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught 
'^  A  report  t^,  btll  ailowjig  doliara  aonua'lv  :o 

t 


Rachael  Dohrman,  widow  of  Arnold  Honry  Dohrman, 
during  such  time  as  the  may  remain  a  widow,  paya- 
ble  quarterly  ;  and dollan  annually  to  each  of 

the  minor  children  of  said  Dohrman,  until  they  shall 
respectively  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  yeara, 
which  benefits  shall  be  received  and  applied  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Orphan's  Court  of  ihc  proper 
county. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  "  in 
addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Georee  T. 
RobS  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the  officers 
and  men  lately  under  their  command,"  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  also  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  to  repeat  the 
second  section  of  an  act,  entitled  '"An  act  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines Ml  the  Navy  of  the  United  States."  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr,  Troup  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cau^e  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess  touching  the  execution 
of  so  much  of  the  first  article  of  the  late  treaty  of 
peace  and  amity,  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and 
the  United  Stales  of  America,  as  relates  to  the  resti- 
tution of  slaves. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department  communica- 
ted the  20ih  instant,  made  in  obedience  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  2l5t  of  Decem- 
ber, 1815,  and  the  8ih  of  January  instant,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional agents  for  the  payment  of  persons  placed 
on  the  pension  list— •'That  it  is  inexpedient  to 
extend  the  provi-ions  of  the  law  on  that  subject." 

Whereupon   on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  it  was 
amended.     And. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  law  on  that  subject. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recoturniited  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  Military  Aff.urs, 


tu  bring 


in  a  bill  ac- 


cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Frederick  Jenkins  and  Rensse- 
laer Havens,  in  behalf  of  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crew  of  the  late  private  armed  brig  General  Arm- 
strong; which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  further  consiJera- 
tion  of  the  memorial  of  Frederick  Jenkins  and 
Rensselear  Havens,  and  that  the  same  be  referred 
to  the  Secretary  fur  the  Department  of  State. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing, by  law,  the  payment  of  certain  claims 
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of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  for  militia  services  du- 
rioc:  the  years  1792  and  1793.     Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
draught  and  report  a  bill  appropriating  one  hun- 
dred and  nine  thousand  dollars  and  sixty-five 
cents  for  the  payment  of  the  said  claim  to  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  said  resolu- 
tion was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
ClaJtns. 

Mr.  CiiACE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  explain  the  act  to  authorize  certain 
officers  and  other  persons  to  administer  oaths,  ap- 
proved May  3.  1798,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read. 

The  resolution  for  supplying  the  members  with 
certain  acts  of  Congress,  was  read  and  amended, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Flavil  Sabin,  deceased,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  repeal,  after  the 
close  of  ihe  present  sbssion  of  Congress,  the  act, 
entitled  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compen- 
sation to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  delegates  from  Ter- 
ritories,' passed  the  19ib  of  March,  1816,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry merchants  of  theciry  of  New  York,  praying 
the  establishment,  by  law,  of  uniform  rates  of 
damages  and  interest  in  cases  of  protests  of  in- 
land as  well  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Haslet  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  mes- 
Bcngers  in  the  Executive  Departments,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  division  of  certain 
quarter-sections  m  future  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
and  ofTences  committed  within  the  Indian  bound- 
aries was  read  ihe  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  western  part  of  ihe  Mi«.sissippi  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Uuion  on  an  equal  fooling  with  ihe  original 
Slates;  and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 
The  followiog  Message  wlis  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States: 
To  the  iknate  and  Himse  of 

Hepreaentativti  of  tht  United  States  .- 
I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  ratified  treaties  be- 
tween the  United  Sutes&nd  ihc  following  Indian  Uiber : 
1.  The  Wea  and  KicLapoo; 


2.  The  united  tribet  of  Ottiwas,  Chippewas,  and 
PoUwotomies,  residing  on  the  Illinois  and  Melwakee 
rivers  and  their  waters,  and  on  the  southwestern  parts 
of  Lake  Michigan  ; 

3.  That  portion  of  the  Winnebago  tribe  or  nation 
residing  on  the  Ouisconsin  river; 

4.  The  Sacs  of  Rock  river  and  the  adjacent  country  ; 

5.  Eight  bands  of  the  Siouxs,  composing  the  three 
tribes  called  the  Siouxs  of  the  Leaf,  the  Siouxs  of  the 
Broad  Leaf,  and  the  Siouxs  who  shot  in  the  pine  topa  ; 

6.  The  Chickasaw  tnhe  of  Indians; 

7.  The  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians; 

8.  The  ChacUw  tribe  of  Indians. 

Congress  will  take  into  consideration  how  far  Legia- 
lative  provisions  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into 
effect  stipulations  contained  in  the  said  treaties. 

JA.MES  MADISON. 
Jawdaht  25,  1817. 

The  Message  was  read. 

Mr.  Goldsborodgh  presented  the  petition  of 
William  B.  Stokes,  praying  compensation  for  the 
destruction  of  a  house  in  Havre  de  Grace  by  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  forces,  in  consequence  of  its 
having  been  occupied  by  the  United  States'  troops, 
as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis 
Olmstead,  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  praying  to  be 
discharged  from  imprisonment,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  hill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  iniliiia  services  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  who  were  instructed  on  the  subject 
reported  a  bill  toappoiniadditional  pensionagents; 
and  the  b'll  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memorial  of  Harry 
Toulmin,  praying  .some  modification  of  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate,  for  erecting  the  western 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  into  a  State ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ihe 
motion,  of  ihe  27ih  instant,  for  information  touch- 
ing the  execution  of  so  much  of  the  first  article 
of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America  as  relates  to  the  restitution  of  slaves, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Rachael  Dorhman;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, It  was  recommitted  to  the  said  coramutee, 
10  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  hospi- 
tal surgeons  and  hospital  ."urgeons'  males  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Slates  was  read  the  second 
lime. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  "'An  act  for  the  relief 
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-|>\' George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  fairs,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  to 
Ije  officers  and  men  lately  under  their  command  "    amend  and  explain  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the 

orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slam  in  the  pub- 
lic or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Stales ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Tait  also  submitted  sundry  documents  in 
relation  thereto. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  certain  claims  for  militia  services  to  the  State 
of  Georgia,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  appoint  additional  pension  agents 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 


is  read  ihe  second  time, 
^j,-A  bill  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act, 
*'  "Stitled  'An  act  concerning  the  pay  of  officer-, 
*  ,$amen,  aod  marines,  in  the  Navy  oi  the  United 
?  aiates,"  w^s  read  the  second  time. 
f  JThe  Scpaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
illiVhole,  thK  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
.(■^^ople  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
Jaory  to  torm  a  consinution  and  State  govern- 
»lLent.  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
*^\\t  Uaion'on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
5yates;  aad  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 


J'pE3iDENT  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  western  part  of  the 
ijtid  the  atnendments  were  agreed  to.  And,  on  i  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
firfotion  by  Mr.  Williams,  the  further  considera-  I  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  buch 
wi»)n  of  the.' bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow.  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
'.^  (The  resolution  for  supplying  the  members  with  the  original  States  ;  and  the  bill  having  been  fur- 
^#tie  acts  ot''Congress  was  read  the  second  time.  ther  amended,  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill 
-4  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ;  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  de- 

the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays  11,  as 


lijl   to  establish  a  new  Executive  Department,  i  termined  in  tl 
kijd  for  other  purposes;  and  the  further  consid-    follows: 
wration  thtjreof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow.      '      Yias Mesa 


postponed  until  to-morrow.      ;      Yias— Mesars.  Barbour,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chaca, 

The  Sejiate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  j  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lacock, 

41  fur  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts.    Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Noble,  Rol)en8,  Rugglea, 


Lid  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  it  was 
(lilered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 


^  '  Wednesday,  January  29. 

■Mr.  MA:i0N,  of  Virginia,  presented  another  pe- 
.i$on  from  Thomas  Ewell  on  the  subject  of  his 
jtracts  with  the  Navy  Department  respecting 
liinpowder.  praying  the  interference  of  Congress 
fJithe  end  (fhat  the  said  contracts  may  be  fulfilled  ; 
ckI  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
'♦mmittet  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
■^iJ-reon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
^  Mr.  Hoh^EY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
.^^rred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
^l^'ihe  Uniifd  States  as  relates  to  the  slave  trade, 
v^^orted  a  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of 
"jjejTsons  of  color  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor  ; 
ifi^i  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
Ifiding. 

>?Mr.  HoKSEY,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
•.^jorted  a  bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from 
♦<  service  of  their  masters  ;  and   the   bill  was 


i 


id,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Ir.  Ma&o.n.  of  Virginia,  pre>ented  the  memo-  

of  Thomas  Law,  and  others,  members  of  the  I  10  the  second  reading. 
Slumbian  Institute,  praying  an  act  of  incorpora- '      "'     " 

j«)U,  the  grant  of  a  part  of  the  public  reservation 

•i^  |he  City  of  Washington  for  a  botanical  garden, 

4pt<<   pecuniary  aid  to  enable  them  to  extend  the 
riefils  flowing  from  the  society  ;  and  the  me- 
dial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
*he  District  of  Columbia,  to  consider  and  re- 

t'^tf  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

^'Qn  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on 


Sanford,  Stokes,  Tait,  TaJbot,  Troup,  Wells,  Williams, 
and  Wilson. 

NiTS — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Daggett,  Goldsborough, 
Hunter,  King,  .Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Smith,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  Varnum. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a  new  Executive  Department,  and 
for  other  purposes;  and  on  the  question.  '•  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  II,  nays 
23,  as  follows : 

Ybis — Messrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  Chace,  Fromen- 
tin, Gaillard,  Howell,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Rob- 
erts, Sanford,  and  Smith. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Brown,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  .Morrow,  Noble,  Ruggles,  Stokw, 
Tait,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Troup,  Varnum, 
Wells,  WjiJiams,  and  Wilson. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the 
neutral  relations  of  the  United  States  ;"  in  which 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 


i  Mr.  R0BERT8,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Arnold  Henry 
Dohrman,  deceased;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Thursday,  January  30. 

-   .  n       ^lE  .  n        r,      .  ,      Mr- Sanford  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he 

f»e-  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed  |  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 


:V<  Inquire  ttuo   the  expedit 
l^fJt  Tuad   trom  Piqua,  in 
ivft  Wayafi  ;  and  report  ll 


iiency  of  establishing  a 
the  State  of  Ohio,"  to 
thereon, 
'^llr.  TAik«,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 


V  m 


reports  and  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  Andrew  J.  Villard,  praying  remuneration  for 
property  destroyed  by  fire  at  Greenleafs  Point,  tn 
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the  City  of  Washington,  in  August,  1814 j  as 
stated  in  the  petition,  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  also  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jaciot  Laval,  late  of  the  United  States 
Army,  praying  for  relief  in  the  .<iettlement  of  his 
accounts,  in  consequence  of  his  vouchers  having 
been  destroyed  by  fire  in  Andrew  J.  ViUard's 
house  at  Greenleafs  Point,  in  August,  1814,  as 
stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Denis  de 
la  Rondi,  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, praying  compensation  for  the  destruction  of 
certain  properly  by  order  of  General  Coffee,  in 
the  defence  uf  New  Orleans;  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee uf  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  granting  a 
pension  to  Commodore  Richard  Taylor;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  respeciing  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters,  was  read  the  second  time. 
The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  explain  "An  act  giving 
pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons 
slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  more  effectually  to 
preserve  theneutral  relations  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  theCom- 
raittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  payment 
for  properly  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  for  other  purposes.'  passed  the  9th 
of  April,  1816,"  together  with  ihe  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 
Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  with  instructions  so  to 
amend  the  same,  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioner  to  examine  all  testimony  relating 
to  claims  arising  under  the  9th  section  of  the 
original  act,  and  report  the  facts  to  Congress  for 
their  deterniinaiion. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  separate  Territorial  government  for  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and,  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and,  the  amendment 
having  been  concurred  in.  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 


the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  State  of  Indiana;  and,  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and,  the  amendments 
having  been  concurred  in.  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement 
of  the  public  accounts  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Tichenor.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill, 
directing  the  discharge  of  Lewis  Olrasiead  from 
imprisonment;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aq 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal,  after  the  close  of  the  present  session 
of  Congre.ss,  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  change 
the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
delegates  from  Territories,'  passed  the  19ih  of 
March,  1816." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Chace.  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso, as  follows :  "Provided,  alxcays,  That  nothing 
'  herein  contained  shall  be  consirued  to  revive 
■  any  act  or  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  repealed  or  sus- 
'  pended  by  the  act  hereby  repealed;"  it  was  de- 
termined m  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  22,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Chace,  Goldsborough, 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Noble,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Brown,  Campbell,  Con- 
dit, Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Troup,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

No  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Friday,  January  31. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Canal 
Company,  made  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of 
their  charier,  containing  an  account  of  their  ex- 
penditures, with  a  statement  of  the  clear  profits 
thereof;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Sanford  asked  and 
obiaiaed  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
report*  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a 
bill  making  provision  for  subsisting  the  Array  of 
the  United  States,  by  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissaries  of  Subsistence;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  per- 
sons of  color  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  for  labor,  was 
read  the  second  iime. 
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JiTbe  bill  graDtinv  a  pensioa   to  Commodore 
^'ichard  Taylor,  was  read  the  second  lime. 
^/■'iThe  bill  direciincr  'be  discbarge  of  Lewis  01m- 
JfkiVad  frcyi  iinprisonnienl,  was  read   ihe  secood 
|Hi;Tie. 

JiMr.  Bitowpf  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
WNJariin,  and  oihers,  emigraols  from  France,  in 
W>tbalf  of  ihemseUes  and  of  numerous  oihers  ei- 
•^Ocied  in  (he  United  Slates,  who  have  associated 
ar  the  pi>rpose  of  forming  a  settlement  for  them- 
njlves  antj  their  posterity,  in  this  country,  pray- 
rtg  for  permission  to  purchase  a  body  of  land 
^iijited  to  their  objects,  belonging  to  the  United 
^^afes;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
||»  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  con- 
%i^er  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
VfflMr.  GoLoaBORODGH,  from  the  Committee  of 
itaaims.  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  on  be- 
i\»lf  of  ttie  representaiives  of  Francis  Cazeau, 
ftiiade  a  report,  together  with  the  following  reso- 
yiUtion : 

9  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  initruct- 
m;i\  to  report  ■  bill  authorizing  the  pajment  of  $42,- 
^:}7  97.  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Cazeau, 
l^ie  merch  mt  at  Montreal,  or  to  his  assignee  or  attor- 

fwT.  or  other  person  lawfuHj  constituted  and  empow- 
r«HJ  to  receive  the  same. 
The  re()ort  and  resolution  were  read. 
[The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
Li  'o  am»-nd  an  act.  entitled  'Au  act  auihorizinc 
_?be  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stew'- 
s#rt,  and  others;"  and,  noamendment  having  been 
-jposed,  ihe  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
^iuse.  and  it  pai^ed  to  a  third  reading. 
jThe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commfttee  of  the 
^  ["hoie,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  directing  the 

S-'tc barge  of  William  Smith  from  imprisonment; 
f;d,  no  :;mendnrient  having  been  proposed,  the 
^'fJESiDEw  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it 
IJirjis  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 
^^Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
•  *Jr'hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

tf  lor   the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm  ;"  and,  no 

4mendme()i  Laving  been  agreed  to,  the  President 

Ironed  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
^yiA  third  reading. 

^|Thebil|  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western 
^»wt  of  th^  MissisMppi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
^;ion  and  State  guveroment.  and  for  the  adrais- 
^I'ln  of  suj:h  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
V'^'iing  wwih  the  original  States,  was  read  a  third 

jftfie,  and  passed. 
JTbe  bill  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial  gor- 
ffinieni   for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi 
[Vrrnory   having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 

^  correctly  engrossed,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait, 
^^"was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
fcji^  repori  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Tait.  Brown, 

V^  Chac^,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
r.<  The  bil,  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
jjws  of  thi  United  States,  within  the  State  of  In- 
Jfiana.  ha^'iog  been  reported  by  the  committee 
itt|rrec:!y  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
gii;  blank-eiled,  l.t,  1,000  ;  2d,  200;  and  3  I.  200. 
»  Hesohai,  TLat  this  bih  pass,  aud  that  the  tjile 
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thereof  be,  "An  act  to  profide  for  the  due  exe- 
cuti5n  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal,  after  the 
close  of  the  prest-nt  session  of  Congress,  the  act 
entitled  'an  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compen- 
sation of  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  delegates  from  Territo- 
ries,' passed  the  19th  of  March,  1816,"  was  read 
a  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  that  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  4th 
day  of  March  nexi,  it  was  determined  ia  the 
negative — yeas  7,  nays  27.  as  follows  : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Ashmun,  Dsggett,  Gaillard,  Hun- 
ter, Morrow,  Smith,  and  Weils. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chac«, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Goldsl>orough,  Horsey,  Howell, 
King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Noble,  RoberU,  Ruggles,  San- 
ford,  Stokes,  'i'albot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
Troup.  Varnuro,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  7 
as  follows:  * 

YiAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Uoldsborough,  Horsey,  King, 
Lacock.  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Morrow.  Noble,  RoberU,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Tail,  'i'hompson,  Tjchenor,  Troup, 
Varnum,  Wilhams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  How- 
ell, Hunter,  Smith,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  an 
appropriation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slater  to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes 
for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned,  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Haslet,  and  no  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to.  the  Phesident  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  crimes  and  offences  com- 
mitted within  the  Indian  boundaries,  and  no 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  division  of  certain  quarter  sections  in 
future  sales  of  the  public  lands  ;  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  agreed  to,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wliole,  tilt  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing 
the  salaries  of  the  me>sengers  in  the  Executive 


93 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


94 


JaifaART,  1817. 


MassachuKttB  Peace  Soci^j/. 


Senati. 


Departments  ;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  W'edne>day  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
actio  explain  the  act  to  '  authorize  certain  offi- 
cers and  other  persons  to  administer  oaths.'  ap- 
proved May  3,  1798,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  ;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  amendments  be  engros>ed.  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

MASSACHUSETTS  PEACE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  Peace  Society  of  Massachusetts, 
representing  their  views  of  the  methods  '"  which 
may  diminish  the  frequency  or  circumscribe  the 
calamities  of  war,"  and  "  may  express  the  most 
noble  of  all  ambitions,  that  of  promoting  peace 
on  earth,  and  good  will  to  man,"  and  soliciting 
the  attention  of  Congress  ;  and  ttie  memorial  was 
read.     It  is  as  follows: 

Tu  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
tentatives  of  the  Unit ed  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  members  of  the  Peace  So- 
ciety of  Massachusetts,  respectfully  represents  : 

'J'hat  the  society  which  now  solicits  the  attention 
of  our  national  rulers,  was  instituted  for  the  single 
purpose  of  difTusing  pacific  iind  benevolent  sentiments 
through  this  country,  and  through  the  world.  Im- 
pressed with  a  deep  and  sorrowful  conviction  that  the 
spirit  of  Christianity,  which  is  a  spirit  of  mercy,  peace, 
and  kind  affection,  is  imperfectly  understood;  afflicted 
by  the  accumulated  miseries  and  extensive  desolations 
which  war  has  lately  spread  over  the  fairest,  most  fruit- 
ful, and  most  enlightened  regions  of  the  earth  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  encouraged  by  many  decisive  proofs 
of  the  revival  of  purer  and  more  benevolent  principles 
among  Christian  nations,  your  memorialists  have  form- 
ed ih  is  association  with  the  solemn  and  deliberate  pur- 
pose of  co-operating  with  the  philanthropists  of  every 
country,  in  promoting  the  cause  of  peace  and  charity; 
in  stripping  war  of  its  false  glory,  and  in  uniting  dif- 
ferent communities  in  the  bonds  of  amity  and  mutual 
good  will.  We  are  sensible  that,  from  the  nature  of 
our  object,  it  is  chiefly  to  be  accomplished  by  a  silent 
and  gradual  influence  on  the  minds  of  men.  and  ac- 
cordingly we  have  limited  our  operations  to  the  circu- 
lation of  useful  treatises,  in  which  the  pacific  spirit  of 
our  religion  has  been  exhibited  with  clearness,  and  wo 
hope  with  succes-s.  We  believe,  however,  that  the 
present  moment  demands  a  departure  from  our  usual 
course,  and  we  cherish  the  hope,  that  by  an  application 
to  the  Govrrnment  under  which  we  live,  important 
■ervice  may  be  rendered  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  in 
which  we  are  engaged. 

The  present  memorial  is  founded  on  two  occur- 
rences, which  we  had  as  auspicious  to  tbe  pacification 
of  the  world.  The  first  occurrence  to  which  wc  refer  is, 
the  well  known  and  ur^precedented  union  of  several  of 
the  most  illuHtrious  Powers  of  Europe,  in  declaring 
before  "  the  Universe  their  unwavering  determination 
to  adopt,  for  the  only  rule  of  their  concuct  both  in  the 
Administration  of  their  respective  States,  and  in  their 


political  relations  with  every  other  Government,  the 
precepts  of  Christianity,  the  precepts  of  justice,  of  char- 
ity, and  of  peace. 

The  second  occurrence  to  which  we  refer,  is  the  de- 
cided expression  of  pacific  sentiments  and  anticipa- 
tions in  the  conclusion  of  the  late  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  which  bis  parting 
wishes  for  his  country  are  expressed  with  tenderness 
and  power.  In  this  remarkable  passage,  worthy  of  tbe 
Chief  Magistrate  of  a  Christian  community,  he  ex- 
presses his  conviction  that  "  the  destined  career  of  bif 
country  will  exhibit  a  Government,  which,  whilst  it 
refines  its  domestic  code  from  every  ingredient  not 
congenial  with  the  precepts  of  an  enlightened  age, 
and  the  sentiments  of  a  virtuous  people,  seeks  by  ap- 
peals to  reason,  and  by  its  liberal  examples,  to  infuaa 
into  the  law  which  governs  the  civilized  world,  a  spirit 
which  may  diminish  the  frequency,  or  circumscribe 
the  calamities  of  war,  and  meliorate  the  social  and 
beneficent  relations  of  peace  ;  a  Government,  in  a 
word,  whose  conduct,  within  and  without,  may  be- 
speak the  most  noble  of  all  ambitions,  that  of  promot- 
ing peace  on  earth,  nnd  good  will  to  man." 

First — We  respectfully  solicit,  if  it  be  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  solemn 
profession  of  pacific  principles,  lately  made  by  several 
distinguished  sovereigns  of  Europe,  may  be  met  by  cor- 
responding professions  on  the  part  of  our  own  Got- 
ernment.  WhiUt  we  are  sensible  that  a  melancholy 
discordance  has  often  existed  between  the  language 
and  the  conduct  of  rulers,  we  still  believe  that  the 
solemn  assertion  of  great  and  important  principles,  by 
men  of  distinguished  rank  and  influence,  has  a  bene- 
ficial operation  on  society,  by  giving  to  these  principles 
an  increased  authority  over  the  consciences  of  those 
by  whom  they  are  professed  ;  by  reviving  and  diffusing 
a  reverence  for  them  in  the  community,  and  hy  thus 
exalting  the  standard  of  public  opinion,  that  invisible 
sovereign,  to  whose  power  the  most  absolute  prince  ia 
often  compelled  to  bow,  and  to  which  the  measures  of 
&  free  Government  are  entirely  subjected.  When  we 
consider  tbe  suppoi^t  which  is  now  derived  to  wax, 
from  the  perversion  of  public  sentiment,  we  are  desir- 
ous that  our  Government  should  unite  with  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe  in  a  distinct  and  rcligous  acknowl- 
edgment of  those  principles  of  peace  and  charity,  on 
which  the  prosperity  of  Slates,  and  the  happiness  of 
families  and  individuals,  are  alike  suspended. 

Secondly — We  respectfully  solicit  that  Congress 
will  institute  a  deliberate  inquiry,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  methods  by  which  this  Government 
may  exert,  on  human  affairs,  that  happy  influence 
which  is  anticipated  by  the  President  o(  the  United 
States;  the  methods  by  which  it  "may  infuse  into 
the  law  which  governs  the  civilized  world,  a  pacific 
spirit,  may  diminish  the  frequency,  or  circumscribe 
the  calamities  of  war,  and  may  express  the  most  noble 
of  all  ambitions,  that  of  promoting  peace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  to  man."  Wc  are  persuaded  that  a  Gov- 
ernment, sincerely  disposed  to  sustain  the  august  and 
sublime  character  which  is  here  described,  of  the  paci- 
ficator of  the  world,  will  not  want  means  of  promoting 
its  end.  We  trust,  that  under  the  persevering  and  well 
directed  cffori.s  of  such  a  Government,  milder  princi- 
ples would  be  introduced  into  the  conduct  of  national 
hostilities;  that  the  reference  of  national  controversies 
to  an  impartial  umpire,  would  gradually  be  established 
as  the  law  of  the  Christ  an  world;  and  that  national 
compacts  would  be  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
reducing  the  enormous  and  ruinous  extent  of  militar  j 
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'ei?^'|i8hnient(s,  and  of  aboIiBbing  that  outward  splen- 
'd(^»*»hich  haa  so  long  been  thrown  around  war,  and 
■wlif.'''  has  contributed  so  largely  to  corrupt  the  moral 
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itients  of  mankind. 


-   I 


We  hope  that  we  are  addressing  rulers  who  are 
sensible  to  the  responsibility  imposed  bv  the  possession 
of  power;  who  regard  the  influence  which  is  granted 
them  on  human  affairs  as  a  solemn  trust ;  who  consider 
themselves  as  belonging  to  their  country  and  to  man- 
kind,  and  who   desire  to  treasure   up  for   themselves 


\    Kj^ljen  we  represent  to  ourselves  a  Christian  Gov 

Jer^i^nt  sustaining  this  beneficent  relation  to  the  world,  i  -   -»-•"'    ....^u.bcitcb 

yeiijiimending  peaceful  methods  of  deciding  the  jarring  I  ""*°'*'*°""  >"  that  hour  when  human  applause  will 

•cl.<^<.  of  nations;  laboring  to  strip  war  of  its  pernicious  '  ^  *"  unavailing  sound,  and  when  no  recollection  will 

gl<*»\,- «nd  to  diminish  the  number  of  tho^e  who  are 

in^fufitcd  in  i»s  support;  difTusing  new  and  generous 

iwilir^ents  in  regard  to  the  mutual  duties  and  obliga- 

iic'i^l-f  diflereitt  communities;  and  inculcating,  by  its 

DW*' example,  a  frank   and   benevolent   policy,  and  a 


#m.'^rr  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  world;  when  we 
i'^W***'"'  ^  ourselves  such  a  Government,  we  want 
|ar%|i»ge  to  express  our  conceptions  of  the  happy  and 
pii^j'tficent  r»>ulte  of  its  operations.  It  would  form 
t^  rwy.and  illustrious  era  in  human  affain.,  whilst,  by 
ihr.Wcssings  wrhich  it  would  spread,  and  by  the  honor 
in^jonfidence  which  it  would  enjoy,  it  would  obtain 
f  WT»'  empinv  more  enviable  than  the  widest  domin- 
<or^i*tfr  foundfd  on  violence  and  crime. 
•  Hiding  our  country  with  tenderness  and  zeal;  ac- 
ttU^iTied  to  regard  her  as  destined  to  an  exalted  rank, 
^H'P^^^  Purposes;  and  desirous  to  behold,  in  her 
i(nsiiji{tions  and  policy,  increasing  claims  to  our  rever- 
^ncMi^d  affection,  we  are  solicitous  that  she  should 
«jn^j»  ■^rst  on  th<^  career  of  glory  which  has  now  been 
♦fefc^itjed,  and  that  all  her  connexion  with  foreign 
!5t<l|^*hould  he  employed  to  diffuse  the  spirit  of  phil- 
cnf»^i)y.  and  jo  diminish  the  occasions  and  miseries 
of  t3,t\  Of  such  a  country,  we  shall  exult  to  be  the 
c^Jiir«ji,  and  we  pledge  to  it  an  attachment,  venera- 
ton^/ajid  supp<,rt,  which  can  only  be  accorded  to  a  vir- 
taoiti  .ommunjty. 

l'\/)^  our  bajppincss  that  we  live  in  an  age  when 
nia^y  jaoble  Bcfcemes  of  benevolence  have  been  ac- 
cipr^ai^hed  ;  wyen  the  idea  of  a  great  amelioration  of 
hui^^i^  affairs  u  no  longer  rejected  as  a  dream  of  fancv  • 
vh.i^|atesmen:aTe  beginning  to  learn  that  all  nations 
IWvq?  common  interest;  when  philanthropy  is  ex- 
t^nijtjir  its  view,  to  distant  countries,  and  is  executing 
pftiri^.sfs  which  ivould  once  have  beer  regarded  as  the 
oitfeii.g  of  a  b!md  and  extravagant  real.  In  this  age 
ote^irsed  views,  of  generous  excitement,  of  unparal- 
Hle.^jflivity  for  the  good  of  mankind,  it  is  hoped  that 
tie  >^a  of  a  nation,  espousing  the  cause  of  peace  and 
hun^ty,  will  not  be  dismissed  as  visionary  and  im- 
pracy&r^ble.  Ejihghtened  and  benevolent  statesmen 
[•t'ern  tha*  we  do  not  live  in  ordinary  times,  but 

iew  and   powerful   impulse   has  been  given  to 
,     an   mind,  which,   under  judicious  influences 
yT*--ue  in  great  and  permanent  improvements  of 
M.ai  state. 

IjJ^f'.-escnUng  this  memorial,  we   solemnly  declare 
ir.  t<>  presence   of  God,  that  we   have  no  private  or 
niin^  views.     On  this  subject  we  belong  to  no  sect 
uo  i^^ty.     As  levers  of  our  country,  as  friends  of  man- 
iuncji*a.<  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  with  the   spirit  of 
p^auViM  our  birast*,   and  with  a   deep  impression  of 
u    ^^*"**  °^  ^•'■'  **=  »re  only  solicitous  to  prevent 
tfc^  ^3ion  of  human  blood  by  human  hands,  and  to 
recaihwen  to  tlte  conviction  that  they  are  brethren 
V^  e  •y^i  that  tht^  warmth  with  which  wc  have  spoken, 
Will  j^t.be  consLued  into  a  want  of  deference  towards 
oyr  »,«■«.     On   such   a  subject   coldness  would  be  a 
hlTu  coovicuons   are  deep,  and  no  language 

n^*  •f  ""*'    a" J    earnestness    would   do    them 


will 

that? 

tlie 

may 

tljie 


be  so  dear  as  that  of  having  aided,  with  a  disinterested 
zeal,  the  cause  of  peace  and  humanity. 
By  order  of  said  Society  : 

WILLIAM  PHILLIPS, 

President. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday.  February  3. 
Mr.  Sa.nford  presented  two  memorials  of  sun- 
dry merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying 
certain  commercial  regulations  and  restrictions, 
with  such  aid  and  protection  as  will  guard  the 
mercantile  and  manufiicturin^  interests  of  the 
nation  from  becoming  victims  to  that  foreign 
policy  and  influence  which  will  produce  their 
destruction;  and  the  memorials  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Pennsylvania  S  ciety  for  promoting  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully 
held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  race;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  the  slave  trade,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  frontt  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
members  of  the  Columbian  Institute;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  "Ati 
act  to  amend  the  act  'authorizing  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  the  9th 
of  April,  1816,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto,  reported  the  said  bill  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion m  behalf  of  the  representatives  of  Francis 
Cazeau;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Doorkeeper 
to  the  Senate  was  postponed  until  the  4th  day  of 
March  next. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  subsisting  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  by  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  commissaries  of  subsistence,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Malcolm.-'  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions  of 
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the  Supreme  Court,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tkc  Judiciary, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entiiled  -An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  others."  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  explain  the  act  "to  authorize  certain  officers 
and  other  persons  to  administer  oaths.'  approved 
May  3d,  1798,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 

Jiesolted,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  title  was  amended  by  striking  out  of  the 
first  line  thereof  "explain,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu 
thereof,  'extend  the  provisions  of" 

The  bill  directing  the  discharge  of  William 
Smith  from  imprisonment,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  hold  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  for  the  purpose  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  the  blank 
filled  with  "50,000." 

Ou  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  24,  nays  10, 
as  follows: 

Yf. AS— Messrs.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Campbell,  Con- 
dit,  Gaillard,  Hardin,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Noble,  KoberU,  Ruggles, 
Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tich- 
enor,  Troup,  Yarn  urn,  and  WiUiams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Mason  of  Yirginia,  Thompson, 
Wells,  and  Wilson. 

So  it  was  jResolced,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be,  ''An  act  making  an  ap- 
propriation to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  for 
the  purpose  therein  mentioned." 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
10  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jaciot  Laval;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Haslet  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  punisliment  of 
crimes  and  offences  committed  within  the  Indian 
boundaries,  having  been  reported  correctly  en- 
grossed, on  motion,  by  Mr.  Chace,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  division  of  certain 
quarter  sections  in  future  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed, 
ixrl"!*^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
ihe  appointment  of  hospital  surgeons  and  sur- 
geons' mates  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States; 
and  no  atnendmeni  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
Presioe.nt  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
14tli  Con.  2d  Slss.— 4 


Whole,  the  considsration  of  the  bill  in  addition  to 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Ross,  and  Daniel 
T.  Patterson,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately 
under  their  command;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to.  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  ihyd  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
second  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  agreed  to,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  for  furnishing  each  member 
of  Congress  with  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  Uuiied 
Slates,  passed  during  a  preceding  session  ;  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;* 
and  Messrs.  Fromentin.  Wilson,  aad  Lacock, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of  certain  claims 
lor  inihtia  services,  to  the  State  of  Georgia;  and 
no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to.  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House,'  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill   to  appoint 
j  additional  pension  agents  ;  and    the   bill   having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
[  House  accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ^he  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas- 
ters; and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  ihe  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend 
and  explain  "'An  act  giving  pensions  to  the  or- 
phans and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public 
or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Slates;" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  ihe  House,  and  it 
was  ordeied  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
lime. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  widowand  children  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohr- 
man,  deceased  ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to.  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Campbell  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  new  district,  for  surveying  public  lands,  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the     ^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the   bill  respecting 
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4hlt;aDspor(«tioD  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or  '  four  houses  in  the  town  of  Baton  Rouee  by  the 
lot-e-held  to;labor;  and  on  raolion   by  Mr.  Hor-  |  oflRcer  commanding  tlie  United  States  troops  in 

iBEf ,  Jhe  furtiier  eyn>ideration   lliereof  was  post-'-^-   '"•'      -   '"     '  -'  "  ' 

po^^  until  "{Vednesday  next. 

yjJ^  follovf ing  Message  was  received  from  the 

]Pl%[?'DENT  UF  THE  UnITEB  StATES  : 

ITotj^tJ  Senati  and  House  of 

%■  ■  Rtpresintatives  of  the  United  States  : 

Jji^  Government  of  Ureal  Britain,  induced  by  the 
po^,e  of  the  [relations  with  the  United  States  which 
i»u«>«ded  the  conclusion  of  the  recent  commercial 
to^jcition,  i9,ued  an  order  on  the  17th  day  of  August, 
iSy.yiscontinuing  the  discriminating  duties  payable 
♦n'^r.'tish  port«  on  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 
j[t  y^aj  not  unhl  the  22d  of  December,  following,  that 

*  '^*^f  "P*'"^' V  '^'*<'''"''""""cc  of  discriminating  duties 
iJn-TJtitish  ves.^el8  and  their  cargoes,  in  American  ports, 
l<x^fffect,  un.ler  the  authority  vested  in  the  Executive 
byfJIi*  act  of 'March.  1816.  During  the  period  be- 
/w^^* those  twj  dates  there  was,  consequently,  a  failure 
vif  tT''\f»procity  n  equality  in  the  existing  regulations 
of  (jf*]two  countries.  I  recommend  to  the  considers- 
tio^<*f  Congress,  the  expediency  of  paying  to  the 
Bri^t  Government  the  amount  of  duties  remitted, 
^u4t'.  '^®  period  in  question,  to  citizens  of  the  United 
i*t^«;;  subject  to  a  deduction  of  the  amount  of  what- 
^^ %'  j'*^'''™"i*^'"g  duties  may  have  commenced  in 
^'^4  porU,  »fter  the  signature  of  that  convention, 
»n,ftaen  collected  previous  to  the  17th  of  August,  1815. 

"  \  JAMES  MADISON. 

,    ^ii^CAHT  3;  1817. 

I  *h*  Messaj^/e  was  read. 
:    ^h|  fuliowjng  Message  was  s 
Eh(,l'|EsiDEMrr  or  the  United 
TojMtt  Senate  fnd  House  of 

'  .T  P,'^'""'^''''""""/"*  United  Statet : 
't^i  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 

l-'fe**  li  Hu  M(\st  Christian  Majesty,  having  renewed, 

»ini^»r  jspecial  instructions  from  his  Government,  the 
«'•»  4^ 'he  rejjresenUtive  of  Baron  de  Beaumarchais, 
fori^r.J  millioil  of  livres,  which  were  debited  to  him 
iu  if,eA  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  United 
SUJ^lI  lay  bejare  Congress  copies  ot  the  memoir  on 
thA^i*)ject,  ailressed  by  the  said  Envoy  to  the  Sec- 
ret.-^^  t)f  Slate. 

i  'I^Jidcring  'that  the  sum  of  which  the  million  of 
'^^P-  1U"''<J^i  made  a  part,  was  a  gratuitous  grant 
f»oi.^t|e  French  Government  to  the  United  States, 
•ndp»Jdeclaral3on  of  that  Government,  that  that  part 
of  l^«  *:rant  ws^  put  into  the  hands  of  M.  de  Beau- 
raai^js  as  its  igent,  not  as  the  agent  of  the  United 
S<at^, iand  wa*  duly  accounted  for  by  bim  to  the 
fVeaafc^  Govern;^nent  ;  considering,  also,  the  concur- 
'*«^'|nions  ofitwo  Attorneys  General  of  the  United 


also  received  from 
States : 


the  year  1811;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  establish  a  separate  Ter- 
ritorial government  fur  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbocr.  from   the  Committee  on   For- 
eign  Relations,  to  whom    was   referred  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the 
neutral  relations  of  the  United  States,"  reported 
it  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  TicHENOR  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tions for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  mod- 
ifying so  much  W  the  second  section  of  the  act  e«- 
tabhshing  the  military  statT,  as  relates  to  hospital  sur- 
geons and  hospital  surgeons'  nnates. 

Resolved,  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  reform  in  the 
provisions  of  the  laws  respecting  the  allowance  and 
pay  of  private  servanU  to  the  military  and  staff  offi- 
cers of  the  Army,  in  order  to  place  them  on  a  more 
economical  establishment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacint  Laval  was 
read  a  second  time. 

T'le  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motiou  of  the  3d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  new  district  for  survey- 
ing public  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  granting  a 
pension  to  Commodore  Richard  Taylor,  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  acco.-dingly  ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to 


S:*t^,  ihat  thetisaid  debit  was  not  legally  sustainable 
irr  t^iif  of  th»|  United  States,  I  recommend  the  case 


to   I 


!^  jfa^orabl^   attention  of  the   Legislature,  whose 
*Utiwi|y  alone  4  an  finally  decide  on  it. 

^.  r  ..  JAMES  MADISOX. 

■  J^UABT  31,;i817. 

;  Tj^e^Messa^e  and  accompanying  memoir  were 


"^cesday.  February  4. 

^Kjr.^HOWN;  presented   the   petition  of  Simon 

r^tA- '  '"^  ''^  ^*  ^"^^'■''  P'^ayins:  compensation 
forjpt   forcibie   occupation  and  destruction  of 

I 


for  the  relief  of  George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T. 
Patterson,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under 
their  command,"  having  bt-en  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  road  a  third 
time,  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  thi-,  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  in  addition  to  '  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Patter- 
son, and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under  their 
command." 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  hos- 
pital surgeon>^  and  hospital  surgeons'  mates,  in 
the  Navy  of  the  Uniied  States,  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed; 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  navigation  of 
the  United  States;"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBERTa  gave  notice   that  to-morrow  he 
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should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  an  additional  volume  of  the  laws 
of  Ike  United  States,  and  for  the  distribution 
thereof. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  '"An  act  concerning  the  pay  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
StBtes."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  for  militia  services  to  the 
State  of  Georgia,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  appoint  additional  pension  agents; 
the  bill  to  amend  and  explain  an  act  giving  pen- 
sions to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain 
in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  Stales;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  children  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman, 
deceased,  were  severally  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed. 


Wednesday,  February  5. 
The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  for  concurrence 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent   and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  purchase  and  distribution  o{  the  laws  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  for  instructing  the  Military  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or 
modilying  so  much  of  the  second  section  of  the 
act  establishing  the  military  staff  as  relates  to 
hospital  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates,  and  of  a 
reform  in  the  provisions  of  the  laws  respecting 
the  allowance  and  pay  of  private  servants  to  the 
military  and  .^taff  officers  of  the  army,  in  order  to 
place  them  on  a  more  economical  establishment ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  members  of  the  Co- 
lumbian Institute  was  read  the  second  time. 

Theengrossed  bill  to  appoint  additional  pension 
agents  wa^  read  a  third  time,  and  parsed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  and  explain  an 
act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of 
persons  slam  in  the  public  or  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  Uniied  Stales,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Tue  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  de- 
ceased, was  read  a  ihird  time,  and  the  blanks  were 
filled,  first,  with  three  hundred ;  second,  with  one 
hundred. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  de- 
ceased." 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Commodore 
Richard  Taylor,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Agreeably  to  special  order  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the 


service  of  their  masters;  and,  on  raolion  by  Mr. 
Smith,  the  consideration  thereof  was  furlh«r 
postponed  to.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  directing  the 
discharge  ol  Lewis  Olmsted  from  imprisonment; 
and  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  com- 
missaries of  subsistence  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Hardin,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Roberts  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  a  sub- 
scription for  an  additional  volume  of  the  Law*  of 
the  United  Siates.and  for  the  distribution  thereof; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pas^ed  to  the  second 
reading. 

PETITION  OF  SAR.\H  DEWEES. 

Mr.  RoBERTd,  from  the  Comraiitee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  De- 
wees,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr. 
R.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Dewees ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  they  find  it  to  be  the  object  of  the  petitioner  to 
obtain  indemnity  for  buildings,  the  property  of  her  late 
husband,  destroyed  by  the  public  enemy  while  occu- 
pied, under  the  authority  of  the  (Quartermaster  General 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  place  of  regular  mihtary  de- 
posite  at  the  Valley  Forge,  m  the  year  1777. 

The  petitioner  refers  to  a  report  of  a  select  commit- 
tee, made  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  llth 
of  February,  1794,  on  the  petition  of  her  late  husband, 
Colonel   William    Dewees.       That  report    seU    forth 
'that  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  petition  are  satis- 
factorily established  ;  that  it  appears  the  property  was 
taken  for  public  use,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  remon- 
strances of  the  petitioner;  that  the  chief  part  of  his 
buildings    were    occupied    as  a  deposite    for  military 
stores,  where  a  part  continued  until  the  approach  of  ths 
enemy  ;  that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  he  consumed 
the  stores  with  the  budding  ;  that  the  destruction  of  the 
said  property  is  to  be  ascribed  wholly  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  military  stores  being  there  deposited,  as 
none  of  the  buddings  in  the  vicinity  suffered  in  like 
manner ;  and  that  the  claim  of  the   petitioner  is  not 
barred  by   any  act  of  limitation,  having  been  exhibited 
at  the  Treasury  within   the  period  limited  by  those 
acts." 

The  above-cited  report  concludes  with  a  resolution 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner.  The 
Committee  of  the  Whole  appear  to  have  reported  the 
resolution  negatived,  which  report  was  rejected  by  the 
House. 

From  that  time  untd  the  death  of  Colonel  Dewees, 
embarrassed  circumstances,  consequent  on  the  loss  of 
his  property  and  great  infirmity  of  body,  prevented  him 
from  prosecuting  lus  claim.  In  1811,  the  petitioner 
petitioned  Congress.  Her  vouchers  were  then  on  the 
files  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  but  which  now 
appear  to  have  been  destroyed  m  the  cooflagralioQ  of 
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t^St 

■i^=f^  ■  y  - 

18^, "{  Copies  of  these  vouchers,  which  the  committee 
lit<^  4°  doubt'are  genuine,  together  with  evidence  re- 
cerfcji obtained  of  the  most  respectable  character,  ac- 
<f0ty  4nj  the  ])€tition. 

'ajiij  petitioner  represent*  her  case  as  coming  entirely 
iri^JL-tt  the  scope  of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
CcZrIess,  autlionzing  the  payment  for  buildings  de- 
•trXeil  by  the  t-nemy  while  occupied  as  a  military  de- 
poXe.  The  force  of  this  suggestion  the  committee 
arr^k^npelieJ  tu  admit  in  all  its  extent. 

f4  commivce  believe  the  destruction  of  Colonel 
(s's  buiUIings  was  clearly  sanctioned  by  the 
tisM-)  of  civil^ed  warfare,  and  that  the  obligation  on 
th«ll«uovernmciit  to  make  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
?^''^^y  ^^"*  laken  for  public  use  is  unequivocal.  In 
tbeS«^se  of  time  for  which  indemnity  has  been  with- 
faf  ^  \lhe  committee  sec  nothing  to  weaken  this  obliga- 
lio,^  <The  facts  were  established  to  the  satisfaction  of 
ihf  'If use  of  I^epresentatives  as  early  as  1794.  From 
a  djijent  examination  of  the  records  of  the  House  of 
tie  jr(ienlativ(^,  the  committee  are  induced  confidently 
lo  tofl^ve  no  <jlaim  similar  in  character  has  ever  been 
|n8Sc>n  the  justice  of  Congress  since  the  establish- 
JjOeJt  jf  the  present  Government. 

"f^h  theref(«re  respectfully  recommend  the  payment 
of  ifeLlaim  of  e>arah  Dewees,  und  report  a  bill  making 
th<jn|cessary  appropriation. 

yhV  Senatf  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^fc,  the  coQsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "'An 
act.^i.C  amend  the  act  'authorizing  the  payment 
(ot^^operty  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
tni-^iy  whileio  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Btllef,  and  f^>r  other  purposes,'  passed  the  ninth 
jjf^y^Dril,  181^,"  together  with  the  amendments 
fe[,^u|ed  ihercio  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
Mf^Varnlm  was  requested  to  lake  the  Chair; 
^nt^tfie  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
fes(|^«;ed  the  Chair,  and  it  was  reported  to  the 
Ht%J^'  accordingly  ;  and  the  amendments  having 
bef*  concurred  in,  on  motion,  the  Senate  ad- 
joctofd.         I 

:  Hi        i         

'    V  1  irHURSDiv.  February  6. 

'  v^  Senaie  resumed  (he  consideration  of  the 
.►er?;r|  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
lefijr^d  the  petition  in  behalf  of  the  representa- 
iivjjj  i(  Franr^s  Cazeau,  and  having  agreed  there- 
to, fji:  motion  of  Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH,  it  was  re- 
corjjiiiiited  to  the  said  committee,  to  report  a  bill 
acc^r^lingly. 

;  'Kii  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Dewees  was 
^ajtne  second  time. 

'^]i»- bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  an  ad- 
ditijrtnil  volume  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
j»n(|^ifor  the  distribution  thereof,  was  read  the 
^ec»(iid  time.    . 

'^^jijt  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  and  distri- 
huit,vii  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
ttt&jp^ond  tirtte. 

?|^  engro».ed  bill  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
in<?M,)f  crimes  and  offences,  committed  within 
jhc'^^ian  botrndarie-i,  having  been  read  a  third 
[•ijVj-.'^on  motjpn,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  it  was  recom- 
P'Jjf  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  fur- 
Jbt|»it)  consider  and  report  thereon. 

ipf  bill  directing  the  discharge  of  Lewis  Olra- 
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sted  from  imprisonment,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Agreeably  to  special  order,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideratioD 
of  the  bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters. 

Mr.  Smith  having  proposed  sundry  amend- 
ments thereto,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next, 
and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  u>e  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled,  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  authoriz- 
ing the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' passed  the  ninth  of  April,  1816,"  as  amend- 
ed ;  and  the  bill  having  been  further  amended, 
and  a  further  amendment  being  proposed  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  7. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Preside.nt  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  .- 

On  comparing  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  March  31,  1814,  providing  (or  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  certain  claimanU  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  with  the  article  of  agreement  and  ces- 
sion between  the  United  States  and  State  of  Georgia, 
bearing  date  April  .30,  1802,  it  appears  that  the  en- 
gagement entered  into  with  the  claimanU  interferes 
with  the  rights  and  interests  secured  to  that  State.  I 
recommend  lo  Congress  that  provision  be  made,  by 
law,  for  paymenU  to  the  State  of  Georgia  equal  to  the 
amount  of  Misbissippi  stock  which  shall  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  until  the  stipulated  sum  of  $1,350,000 
(ball  be  completed. 

J.\MES  MADISON. 
Febbuiht  6,  1817. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  State*.- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  28th  of 
last  month. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
FiBacAHT  7,  1817. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mentioned 
were  read. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  stating  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
Board  subsequent  to  their  last  report,  of  the  7th 
of  February,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Board,  dated 
the6th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state- 
ments therein  referred   to,  which  are   herewith 
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transmitted  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOHOuGH,  from  the   Commitiee  of 
Claims,   pursuant  to  instruction,  reported  a  bill 
for   the    benefit    of  ihe  legal   representatives    of 
Francis  Cazeau,  late  merchant  of  Montreal ;  and 
ihe  bill  was  read, and  passed  to  the  second  readino-. 
Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  ship  owners,  and  others  interested 
in  foreign  commerce,  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth, 
and  State  of  New  Hampshire,  representing  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  measures  adopted  by  for- 
eign nations  for  the  promotion  of  iheir  own  navi- 
gation, the  ship  owners  of  the  United  States  are 
deprived  of  an  equal  and  fair  participation  in  the 
carrying  and    West   India  trade;  that  although 
the  amount  of  tonnage  has  greatly  increased  since 
the  year  1806,  yet  the  employment  of  it  has  de- 
clined  in   a  degree  highly  alarming  lo  all  who, 
like   themselves,  depend  on   navigation   for  their 
support  and  prosperity;  and  praying  the  adoption 
of  such  regulations  as  may  relieve  the  navigation 
of  the  United  States   from  its  present   embarass- 
ment ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Rlggles  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Reed   and  others,  praying  the  right  of  pre  emp- 
tion  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  on  which  they  have 
erected  certain   improvements,  as  stated   in    the 
petition  ;  which   was   read,   and   referred   to  the 
Commiilee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  offered  instructions  from  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Stale  of  Ohio  lo  their  Senators, 
to  use  their  influence  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  of  Congress  giving  ihe  inhabitants  on  the 
United  States'  reservation,  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
the  pre-emption  right  lo  such  part  or  portion  of 
said  reservation  as  will  secure  to  said  inhabitants 
their  improvements,  upon  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  may  appear  reasonable  and  just  ;  and 
moved  that  they  be  received  and  read,  which 
was  determined  in  the  negative.     Whereupon, 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  deem  it  inexpedient  that 
instructions  from  a  State  Legislature,  to  the  Senators 
from  such  State,  should  be  received  and  filed  in  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing or  modifying  the  law  entitled,  "An  act 
to  change  the  mode  of  compensation  lo  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  delegates  from  Territories."  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Hardin  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
pensions  to  the  infant  children  of  Captain  Jamei  Lo- 
gan, the  Shawnee  chief,  who  fell  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  with 
leave  to  report  by  biil  or  otherwise. 


Mr.  MoRRow,from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  reservation  of  certain  public 
V^^V?  ^"PP'y  "f"^^''  f^r  naval  purposes;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  authorizing 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy,  while  in  ihe  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  passed  the  9ih  of  April, 
1816;"  and  the  bill  having  been  further  amended! 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  16,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Goldsborough,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Noble,  Ruggles,  Talbot' 
Tichenor,  and  Williams.  ' 

Nais— Messrs.  Campbell,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Howell, 
Lacock,  .Macon,  Mason   of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow 
Roberu,    Sanford,    Smith,    Tail,    Taylor,   Thompson,' 
Troup,  Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended  by  add- 
ing thereto  a  new  section,  on  the  question,  ''Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read 
a  third  lime?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment ;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  twice,  bf 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  com- 
missaries of  subsistence;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
W1LLIA.MS,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^hole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing 
the  salaries  of  the  messengers  in  the  Executive 
Departments;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Varndm, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed' 
until  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  rela- 
tions of  the  United  Stales,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  the  further  consider- 
aiion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jaciui  Laval ;  and,  no  amendment  having  beea 
agreed  lo,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  ihiru  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  oi  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
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jrau)the  members  of  the  Columbian  Institute;  and 
bn'lijotion.  hr  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the  fur- 
*b^  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
[rii(|>r,sday  ne^t. 

i  i4i.  King  jjresented  the  petition  of  Joseph  E. 
jBc^d,  of  Poriland,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  pray-. 
ioj^k^  be  allowed  the  sum  of  SI, 374  35  in  the  set- 
)ilett»^nt  of  hi.s  account,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
pe^v'on;  wh.-ch  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
'pi^i^iuee  o<'  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
fhc^epn  by  bUi  or  otherwise. 


ill 


Monday,  February  10. 
Jp^.  credeu-lials  of  John  Williams,  appointed 
a  S|j|i<aior  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
.lei&f  to  boli»  said  appointment  from  the  4th  day 
of  ijtfrch  nexJ,  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  ses- 
iioSutf  the  Gtocral  Assembly  of  that  State,  were 
ij^ted  ;  aniJ  the  credentials  were  read,  and  laid 
ile. 

Jr.  Abhmun  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Ipn  and  Thomas  Adams,  praying  to  be  dis- 
^d  fromjihe  payment  of  certain  boodsgiven 
ji^ies  on  fhe  goods  found  in  the  stores  at  Cas- 
'  i  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  upon  the  re- 
,^^ition  of  that  place  by  the  United  States,  un- 
dert^ie  Treatj'  of  Peace,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ; 
^^jJB^  was  re^rd,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  jp.^ance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
cir  <jjt^rwise. 

P^,<.'Frome<<tin  presented  the  petition  of  Ed- 
■^rajij 'ShubriK'k  and  others,  officers  of  the  late 
^n&^  Stateji  brig  Chippewa,  stating  that,  in 
e<0D^(7uence  (if  the  loss  of  said  brig,  they  had  been 
♦^n^Jv^d  of  tijeir  clothing  and  personal  property, 
aJi'\l'«ying  remuneration  therefor;  and  the  peti- 
tioips-as  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Nav,Nl  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
b^ll>h/  otherwj  e. 

I  fm  BARBOitR,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Rel^ions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"Aifc't't  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  United 
Stat*,"  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
•werlni'ad. 

fclmotioo,  by  Mr.  Macon, 

,.'jr/wci,  Tuat  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 
J4«nlfrh  comipittee  as  may  be  appointed   by  the 
Hotfijof  Reprrsentatives,  to  ascertain  and  report 
'M"*  ^{  examining  the  votes  (or  President  and 

^  'fp-esidentof  the  United  States,  and  of  noti- 
fy'Vgt^e  persofis  elected  of  their  election. 

•  NKsrs.  MACt)N  and  Tait  were  appointed  the 
c4m  iittee  on  ijie  part  of  the  Senate. 

'^^.TicHENqR  presented  the  petition  of  James 
D(,  iMllett,  of  i3urlington,  in   the   State  of  Ver- 
nrjoc^praying  jhe  remission   of  a  fine   incurred 
d^^the  act  li^ying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 


a<m 

^c 

•.i 


u|dw;^th( 
ol'  wjges, 
dr^e,* 


ct  l«yinj 
iritijous 


spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
'*  smied  r^i  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
'erred  toihe  Committee  of  Claims,  to  con- 
nd  repord  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Hunter  presented  the  memorial  of  Francis 
tson  and  family,  heirs  and  representatives 
n  Lauretjjs.  deceased,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Army  ofihe  United  States,  and  sometime 


commissioned  by  Congress  special  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  France,  praying  the  allowance  of  a 
certain  claim  exhibited  in  the  memorial,  with 
provision  for  the  discharge  thereof;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  re- 
ported a  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain 
public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  culti- 
vation of  the  vine  and  other  exotic  plants  thereon; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second' 
reading. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of^  a 
surveyor  for  the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
therein  described;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  W. 
Page,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act 
to  amend  the  act  'authorizing  the  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  the  9th  of 
April,  1816,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Barbodr,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacint  Laval  wa?  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  hospital  surgeons  and 
hospital  surgeons'  mates  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  reported  it  with  an  amendment,  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Hahdin  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  post  office  at,  and  a  post 
route  through,  the  town  of  Bedford,  in  the  county  of 
Gallatin,  and  State  of  Kentucky,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  G.  W. 
Johnson  and  others,  praying  compensation  for 
certain  lands,  held  under  the  original  grantees 
from  the  French  Court  of  Vincennes,as  stated 
m  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Rdogles  subrnitts^'d  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision,  by  law,  for  granting  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tions to  the  inhabitants  settled  on  the  reservation  at 
Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Po»t  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  following  post  routes,  viz  : 
from  Corydon,  by  Shoemaker's,  Troy,  Mount  Duval, 
Darlington,  and  Evansville,  to  Harmony ;  from  Cory- 
don, by  Greenville  and  Fredericksburg,  to  Salem  ; 
and  from  Vincennes,  by  Princeton  and  Evansville,  to 
Hendersonville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Chace  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing 
in  force,  after  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  act 
passed  on  the  third  day  of  .March,  1815,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,"  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
•Irueted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  law  passed  April  I'J,  1816,  entitled  "An  act  to 
abolish  the  existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lieu  of 
those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors,"  so  far  as  to  exempt  the  distillation 
of  spirituous  liquors  exclusively  made  of  fruit  from  the 
operation  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  7ih  instant,  "  that  the  Senate  deem 
it  inexpedient  that  instructions  from  a  State 
Legislature  to  the  Senators  from  such  Slate 
should  be  received  and  filed  in  the  Senate;"  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  fifth  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  7th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  pensions  to  the  infant  chil- 
dren of  Captain  James  Logan,  a  Shawnee  chief, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Francis  Cazeau,  late  merchant  of  Mon- 
treal, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  resjpecting  persons  escaping  from  the  service 
of  their  masters,  together  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  ;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informeil  the  Senate  that  they  nave  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ■'Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  Park  Holland;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  set  apart  and 
pledge  as  a  permanent  fund  for  internal  improve- 
ment the  bonus  of  the  National  Bank,  and  the 
United  States  share  of  its  dividends:"  in  which 


bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  Mwo  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  re>uraed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  transportation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hardin,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners of  subsistence.  And,  after  pro<rress 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Tichenor,  the  further  co^nsid- 
eration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate — 

Ist.  The  number  of  complete  rations  and  parts  of 
rations  issued  by  the  commissaries  of  the  northwestern 
army  from  the  1st  of  September,  1812,  to  the  31at  of 
Mey,  1813. 

2d.  The  number  of  rations  and  parts  of  rationa 
issued  by  the  contractors  for  the  same  period. 

3d.  The  number  of  rations  and  parts  of  ration* 
issued  by  the  commissaries  to  said  army  from  the  31«t 
of  May,  1813,  to  the  3l8t  of  June,  1814. 

4th.  The  number  of  rations  and  paxts  of  rationa 
issued  by  the  contractors  for  the  same  period. 

5ih.  The  amount  of  provisions  bought  by  the  com- 
missaries and  public  agenU  for  aaid  army  for  each  of 
the  periods  aforesaid,  the  whole  expense  of  such  pur- 
chases, with  the  wages  paid  to  commissaries  and 
agents.  The  expense  of  transportation,  and  all  inci- 
dental expenses  incurred  by  this  mode  of  supplying 
the  .^rmy. 

6th.  The  whole  amount  of  money  paid  to  the  con- 
tractors for  supplying  the  Army  for  each  of  the  perioda 
aforesaid. 

7th.  The  whole  amount  of  provisions  turned  over 
by  the  contractors  on  the  1st  of  June,  1814,  to  the 
United  States,  and  by  the  United  States  to  other  con- 
tractors within  that  year. 

8th.  The  amount  of  money  advanced  in  the  Winter 
of  1814  and  ISlTi,  by  order  of  General  Macomb,  at 
Detroit,  to  the  commissary,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing provisions,  on  the  allegation  of  an  anticipated 
failure  by  the  contractors.  The  amount  of  money  ac- 
tually paid  in  the  purchase  of  such  provisions,  with  a 
detailed  account,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  the  price  of 
the  different  articles. 

9th.  The  amount  of  the  last  mentioned  provisions 
delivered  to  the  contractors,  or  issued  to  the  Army, 
particularizing  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Laada 
bo  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  land  office  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Slate  of 
Indiana. 


Tuesday,  February  II. 
Mr.  Troup  submitted  the  followiug  motion  for 
consideration  : 
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i  T^lt^'"'''  That  the  Committee   on  Commerce  and     were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senat7~t^ 

.  V/jufacturr.  be  .n.tructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe-    inquire  into   the  expediency  of  repealin'an  act 

^?fil  f  ^/?,t''"'h'ng.  by  law  the  town  of  Dar.en.  in  ,  ent.lled,  "An  act  increasing\he  compensa'on  a  ' 

t^H  f  tate  of  -.eorg,..  a«  a  port  of  entry.  j^^ed    .'be   Sergeant  at-Arms  of  ^he'^  Senate  and 

.ii^f.f!"*'^/™??f__  »'].e^consideration  of  the    House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper 


•'ST' 


of  th-  Comraittee  of  Claims,  towhora  was 
d  the  petition  of  Joseph  W.Page.   Where- 


i-diency  ui  establishing  certain  post  routes,  and 
^jpr/fd  iherejo. 

;  f}^  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
jm^ln  of  t»ie  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
;^&f""tPe  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe 

iJi     "■'"■■■     ■       ■     " 
Sse 


\ 


of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniative^  "ap- 
-  Vroy^^  March  13th,  1815,  reported  the  follo'wing 

Wy'    7    J  '-PL        L  resolution,  which  was  read: 

•    xX-'solved.    1  hat    the   petitioner   have  leave  to        p..^/...^   tv,  .  •.  •       »  ,• 

'    '^lUraw  h.    petition.  |  ,„St.  .. An     V      '"  "°'  "P^^^'ent  to  repeal  the  art, 

'-»       c        .  J     .  •  ,  .  entitled,  "An  act  increasing  the  compensation  kllowi>H 

\Z    nHl"   Tr^T"^  the  consideration  of  the  I  the    Sergeant-at-Arma  of  fhe   Senate  andHou^of 
Jun    of  .be    10(h   instant,    submitted    by   Mr.     Repreaentali.ea,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper  ofX  8en- 
Jl'^^ffi      '   'nstruct.ng   the  Comraittee  on  .be     ate   and    House   of  Representative.,"  .pproTed    13S1 
P^^t  Office  ;ind   Post  Roads  to  inquire  into  the    March,  1815.  -.       t-p       u    lom 

«,v.^..         ..  „„.»ki..i  The  Senate  resumed    the  consideration  of  the 

motion  submitted  the  10th  instant,  by  Mr.  Har- 
din, which  was  modified,  and  agreed  to  as  fol- 
ows: 

i,      c      .  ,■      ■        .     ^      1-    - -- I-   \  ^^^^°^^'^^  That    the  Committee   on   tbe   Post 

f  of  cc^t.nuing  in  force,  after  the  present  ,  Oflice  and    Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  innuire 

|n  of  C^gress   the  b.lL  entitled  'An  act  fur- 1  into  .he  expediency  of  esfablishinp  n  post  route 

h|f  ,0  provhie  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  im-  !  from  Port  William,  in  ihe  S.ate  of  Kentuckv   hv 

<puis4aDd  .oifnage;"  and  agreed  thereto.  |  Bedford  to  Newcastle,  in  the  said  Sia.e  ^ 

Ke  benye  resumed  the  consideration  of  the        The  Senate  resumed    the  consideration  of  the 

gn   ot  ti.e  lUth  instant,   for  instructing  the    motion  submitted   the   l(»ih   ins. an.   by  Mr   La 

inittee  09  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe-  j  cock,  for  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 

y  ot  ext^ipting  from  duties  the  distill.-ition  !  Slates  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senaip  cpt 

^r.tuous  liquors  exclusively  made  of  fruit ;:  tain  information,  in  relation  to  certain  comtnis- 

,n  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  11  was  de-    varies  and  contractors,  sunplymtr  the  armv  •  and 

ined  in  it}e  negative.  ;  agreed  thereto.  »   me  army,  ana 

T.Macon:  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  I      The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ihp 

he  10th  instant  ,0  ascertain  and  report  a  mode    motion   of  the   lO.h    :n.tanr.  for   in  "uc,"ng    he 

^mining   the   votes  for  President  and  Vice    Committee   on  Public   Lands  to  inquire     nfo    he 

.lent  of  the  United  States,  and  of  notifying    expediency  of  establishing  a   land  office  in   the 

arsons  elected  of  their  election,  reported  in    eastern  part  of  the  S.ate  of  Indiana;  and  agreed 

the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and    thereto.  '  •'fereea 

'^,^°\  _  T^e  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

!phtd,  T^iat  the  two  Houses  shall  aFsemble  in    motion  of  the   lOih    instant,  for  instructinir  the 
-"'"'""■'•'"""•--'"  -         Committee  on   Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  making  provision  by  law,  for 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  .he  inhabi- 
tan.s  settled  on  the  reserva.ion  at  Sandusky,  in 
the  biate  of  Ohio;  and  agreed  .hereto. 

The  bill   making  reserva.ion  of  certain  public 


'•       L  IT  -"...1       ••roi.iiiuic     III 

ijamber  «  the  House  of  Representatives  on  VVed- 

ijf  next,  ^t    12   o'clock;  that  one  person  be  ap- 
.^L-fl  a  teller,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  make  a 
J8t>^. votes  asihey  shall  be  declared;  that  the  rtsult 
ih^lf  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who 
^        ^.nnounc«»  the  state  of  the  votes   and  thf  r«>r,inna 

5    to    th.    two  Houses  aJ^lleT^llC^J  «[  ^"'«*"  P^^l-c 

,'shallb,  deemed   a  declaration  of  the  person,      ead  t|  e  s  cSSd't  me  "''''   Purposes,  was 

.  i  Presidrnt  and.  Vice  President,    and.  tORelher         THp   KIM    ii.         i     ia 

vriiP,  lut  of  ipe  votes,  be  entered  on  the  Wn2  of    pJl    U         ^"V""'^    '  ^°    '"^^    '^"^    »'>«   relief  of 
tie j3,o  Housed.  ae  journai*  ol    Park  Holland."  was  read   the   second   time,  and 

^&Uerea^   That  Mr.  Maco.  be  appointed  teller    TndTe^Vrt  Ih'^r^o?"'""  °'  ^'^•"^'  ''  ^''"^"'- 
en  tec  part  ofc  the  Senate,  agreeably  to  the  fore-        '^-*  -■  "'"^°."- 
goi|(i'  resolution. 

IM«  CAMPBtLL.  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
r:ai&,  uho  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of 
ihefifnate,  to^inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
ait<|V)g  the  law  imposing  a  duty  on  carnages  as 
tp  ^Jtiiupl  frojM  its  operation  any  carnage  which 
Ik  iJ^^^lly  and  chiefly  employed  in  husbandry  or 
f^r^(i   irans[ior.aiion    or  carrying  of  goods  re- 


The  bill  entitled.  '-An  act  to  set  apart  and 
pledge,  as  a  permanent  fund  for  internal  improve- 
ments the  bonus  of  the  \aiional  Bank,  and  the 
United  States' share  of  its  dividends."  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Koads  and  Canals,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock.  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  passing  to  a  third  reading  ihe  bill  entitled, 


I^r{,;r  the  following  resolution     which  wairead    i  «  An  Trt^fn?^  "i"  ."^  '""'^'"^  '*'*'  ^'" 
'f"j^^   TV   .   ■»  .  wuicn  was  read.      An  act  to  amend  the  act.  •  au.liorizin'r  ihe  nav 


J 
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Feb RO ART.  1817.  Electoral   Votes  fur  President  and  Vice  President. 


Senate. 


Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  GoUlsborough,  Hanaon, 
Hardin,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  IVoble,  Ruggica,  San- 
ford,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Tichenor,  and  Wiihams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Campbell,  Condit,  Gaillard,  La- 
cock,  Macon.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow, 
RoberU,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,  Var- 
num,  and  Wilson. 


f 


Mr.  Lacock  also  moved  *o  reconsider  the  vote 
on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Varndm,  it  having 
been  agreed  to  take  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays 
— on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned until  Thursday  next. 

A  me^'sage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that,  they  concur  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  ascertain  and  report  a 
mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
notifying  ihe  persons  elected  of  their  election,  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  transportation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale  or 
to  be  held  to  labor ;  and, on  motion  by  Mr.  Dag- 
gett, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  com- 
missaries of  subsistence;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  fourth  of  March  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
S.a.es.  and  of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of 
their  election,  and  have  appointed  Mr.  Jackson 
and  .Mr.  Pitkin  tellers  on  their  part.  And  that 
when  the  members  thereof  appear  in  the  Cham- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  to-morrow, 
their  President  will  be  introduced  to  the  Chair  of 
the  House  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Daggett  subramed  the  following  motion 
for  Consideration  : 

Keaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  placing  James 
Gorham,  of  New  Haven,  in  Connecticut,  on  the  pen- 
sion list. 

Mr.  BnowN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing 
vessels  departing  from  the  town  of  Bayou  St. 
John,  and  hasin  of  the  Canal  de  Carondelet,  to 
clear  out  of  the  custom-house  at  New  Orleans. 


Wednesday,  February  12. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  refeired  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Brown,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw hiB  petition. 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
veyor for  the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  therein  described,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  pub- 
lic lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  vine  and  other  exotic  plants  thereon,  was 
read  the  second  tune. 

ELECTORAL  VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  is  now  ready 
to  attend  the  Senate,  and  proceed  in  openins  the 
certificates  and  counting  the  votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors of  the  several  States  for  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  two  Houses  of  Congress,  agreeably  to  the 
joint  resolution, assembled  in  the  Representatives' 
Chamber,  and  the  certificates  of  the  Electors  of 
the  several  States,  were,  by  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  opened  and  delivered  to  the  tellers  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  who,  having  examined 
and  ascertained  the  number  of  votes,  presented  a 
list  thereof  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
which  was  read  as  follows  : 


President. 

Vice  President. 
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New  Hampshire 

8» 
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8 

Massachusetts  - 

22 

_ 

22 

Rhode  Island    - 

4 

_ 

4 

Connecticut 

9 

_ 

_ 

5 

4 

Vermont 

8 

— 

8 

New  Vork 

29 

— 

29 

New  Jersey 

8 

— 

8 

Pennsylvania    - 

25 

— 

25 

Delaware 

_ 

3 

— 

^ 

_ 

3 

Maryland 

8 

— 

8 

Virginia 

25 

_ 

25 

North  Carolina 

15 

15 

1 

South  Carolina 

11 

_ 

II 

Georgia 

8 

— 

8 

s 

Kentucky 

12 

- 

12 

Tennessee 

8 

- 

8 

Ohio 

8 

8 

Louisiana 

3 

— 

3 

Indiana 

3 

~  i 

3 

Total 

183 

34 

183 

22      sIa 

1 

3 

The  whole  number  of  votes  being  217,  of  which 
109  make  a  majority. 
Whereupon,  the  President  of  the  Senate  de- 
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Fbbrpaby,  1817. 

wred  Ja»;e8  Mo.-iroe  elected  President  of  the  f  lands  therein  described,  reported  it  with  amend 
raited  Stutes  for  <our  years,  commencing  with    raents.  which  were  read 

1^  fourth  .day  of  March  next ;  and  Daniel  D.        Mr.' Wilson,  from   the  Committee  of  Claim. 

!^MPK.N..Vice  President  of  the  Unued  States,    to  whom  was    referred    the   peT , ion   of    s'mon 

.  nmenc.^g  w.(h  the  fourth  day  o(  March  next.    Saraz.n  and  J.  B.  Aubert.  of  Baton  Rouleln^he 

^he  vot.s  of  the  Electors  were  then  delivered    State  of  Lot^isiana.  made  a  report   together  wth 

fji!_®*"^'".7^°i.'^>^  ^^°*'.*^  5  i^*^  ^^0  Houses  !  the  foJlowing  resolution  :  logetner  With 

Raolved,   That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 


!»Congress  separated,  and  the  Senate  returned 
ii'  their  owu  Chamber 

\  ^ 

\  ;  FORTIFICATIONS,  Ac. 

3fr.  Tai/;,  from  the  Committee  oo  Naval  Af- 
fj  if5,  subraUted  the  following  motion  for  coosid- 
ei  4ion  : 

l4e*oived,  .That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
b«j  )eque«te»:  to  cause  to  be  examined  and  surveyed 
tb|;«ea8tem  ♦sntrance  into  Long  Island  Sound,  the  har 
^oi  New{.ort,  and  Hampton  Roads,  by  commission- 
,  ,«^i*  and  t^^at  the  said  commissioners  report  their 
j  0\  L-.ions  as  to  the  practicability  of  defending  the  said 
,  .&  i^nd,  Harbor,  and   Roads,  by  fortifications  ;  and  if 

:       AtWt   naihiA      rVanny^T      .U^ U-^      ili  .« 


draw  their  papers. 

Mr.  Chace  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Green,  late  a  captain  in  the  United  Slates  Array 
praying  relief,  in  consideration  of  wounds  re- 
ceived while  in  the  service  of  his  country,  as  stated 
in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  (he 
Committee  on  Pensions,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 

motion  of  the  llih   instant,  for  instructing   the 

Committee  on  Commerce  and   Manufactures  to 

;«j^uu    «arvor,  ana  Koads,  by  loriifications  ;  and  ifljnquire   into   the  expediency  of  establishio?   bv 

4.  :r,n8ible,  cV  any  of  them,  what  would  be  the  proba-  i  1*^,  (he  (own  of  Darien,  in  the  State  of  Georgia 

Jt'P*"''*'-^"«°f-  I  as  a  port  of  entry,  and  agreed  thereto 

^l\'}f  I'' '"^''^^''^I'^r'  V^.  ""'^i'^  ^  examined  I      The  Senate   resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


I  thl 'coasts  and  waters  of  the  United  States,  north  of 
I  th^  Delawarv,  with  a  view  to  the  selection  of  a  proper 
}  sit|  for  a  navaJ  depot,  rendeivous,  and  dock  yard  ; 
aEsI,  It  IS  further  requested,  that  the  said  reporu,  opin' 
.  10:  *,  and  esiimates  be  laid  before  the  Senate  in  the 
}  fin  i^week  of-rhe  next  session  of  Congress 
^  ^ir.  Tai-p,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
\  ^^  referrcii  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
>.  "r^'f/y  to^n  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning 
.th. Naval  Ksubhshment,"  reported  it  without 
5trjf?jidraent 

i    ! 


I 


J  Thobsdav,  February  13. 

,  U.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  George 

•  Tl^«nas  and'-others,  praying  for  theestablishment 
ol  -la  uniforrti  system  of  bankruptcy  ;  and  (he  pe- 

;ti(i|)B  was   read,  and    referred    lo  the  Commitlee 

poo^he  Judiriary,  to  consider  and   report  thereon 

tby  )jll  or  otherwise.      ^ 

■■^  '"•  L^'^o.jK  presented  the  petition  of  D  W 
Bo  ,  Jet,  siai.ng  ihai  he  has  been  for  soaie  time 
pa,  ^  ,raakmg  arrangements  for  establishing  a  mu- 
sei:  n  of  natural  and  artificial  curiosiiies,  towhicli 

]he   Intends  to  devote  his  time  and  labors,  and  prav- 

,10^;  *at  the  fstabhshraeot  may  be  denominated 
in    \Jv,  a  INatjonal  Museum,  fur  reasons  stated  in 

:the,(]ietition;  jwhich  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 

.^o.^ipittee  to!whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Vrf^^  ol  Ue  President  of  the  United  States  as  , 

fel4^s  to  a  x%Htional  University,  to  consider  and 


viTj/.  thereou  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
:    A  J  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claira-^ 
.0  V  fiom  was;referred  the  petition  of  Andrew  j' 

■Vll;    1/(1.    niaitii    B    ronnrt      .^ .1 .1       .1  ^    .. 


motion  of   the  11th   instant,  for  instructing    the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  placing  James  Gorhara,  of  New  Haven 
10  Connecticut,  on   (he  pensioo  list;  and  agreed 
thereto.  * 

The  Senate  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  oo  the  12th  ins(ant.  by  Mr.  Tait 
from    the  Committee  on   Naval  Affairs:  which' 
having  been  amended,on  motion  by  Mr.  Bahboub 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  :  ' 

lUso/ved,  Thit  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  examined  and  surveyed  the 
eastern  entrance  into  Long  Island  Sound,  the  harbor 
of  IVewport,  and  Hampton  Roads,  and  of  York  river 
by  commissioners  ;  and  that  the  said  commusioners' 
report  their  opinions  as  to  the  practicability  of  defend- 
uig  the  said  sound,  barbor,  river,  and  roads,  by  forti- 
fications :    and  :f  defensible,  or   any  of    them,  what 

I  would  be  the  probable  expense  thereof. 

I  That  he  be  requested,  also,  to  cause  to  be  examined 
the  coasts  and  waters  of  the  United  States  north  of  the 
Delaware,  with  a  view  to  the  selecUon  of  a  proper  site 
for  a  naval  depot,  rendezvous,  and  dock  yard  ;  and,  it 
IS  further  requested,  that  the  said  reports,  opinions,  and 
estimates,  be  laid  before  the  Senate  m  the  first  w^;k  of 
ttie  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  were 
instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  an  act,  entitled, 
An  act  increasing  the  compensation  allowed  the 
bergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,^'  approved 


Vil^id,  made'a  report,  together  with  the  follow-  '  xZVh  f-J.h  ^Sl^f  of  Representatives,''  approve 
»ng  .^solution-:  i  ^^^^9^  ^^th,  1815,  and  agreed  thereto. 

\   KkWred,   T-iat  the  peutioner  hav«  ..,,.  ..  »:.k    I  .„i*'.^  ?'°^^V^^""^^'i  «"«  consideration  of  th 


Jii^ired,   T.iat  the  peutioner  have  leave  to  with- 
y/ai^»«  petition.  »«  "lui 

;    Tjij!  report  und  resolution  were  read. 
i  I'fAMoRRO'w,  from   the  Committee  on   Public 
ffj  •'  '?  ^j."*™  '^^^  recommitted  the  bill  to  au- 
Cl^'l  '^'^  S^-'«  "'"  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
oeriift  mies  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of 


\i 


report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  were 
instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  law  impo- 
sing a  duty  on  carriages,  as  to  exempt  from  its 
operation  any  carriage  which  is  usually  and 
chiefly  employed  in  husbandry,  or  for  the  trans- 
portation  or  carrying  of  goods ;  and  agreed  thereto. 


f 
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February.  1817, 


Sotijication  of  Election. 


Senate.. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Brown.     Where- 


upon, 
Resolved. 


have   leave    to 


That  the  petitioner 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled.  "An  act  to  amend  th»4ct  '  authori- 
zing the  payment  for  proj)€rty  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' passed  the  9th  of  April.  1816,"  as  amended, 
and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motion, 
which  was  read,  and  considered  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Senate  on  yesterday,  so  far  as  they  are  connected  witb 
the  service  of  counting  the  ballots  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  be  made  up  in 
conformity  to  the  precedents  heretofore  established  in 
■imdar  cases. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  16, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ashmun.  Barbour,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Daggett,  Gaillard,  Hardin.  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of 
Virginia.  Morrow,  Roberts,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Troup, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Lacock,  Macon,  Noble.  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichnor,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  ELECTION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon. 

Resolved.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  delivered  to 
James  Monroe,  Esquire,  of  Virginia,  now  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States,  a  nolidcaiion 
of  his  election  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  to  be  transmitted  to  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  Esquire,  of  New  York,  a  notification 
of  his  election  to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of 
the  United  Stales;  and  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  do  make  out  and  sign  a  certificate  in  the 
words  following,  viz: 

"  Be  it  known,  That  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  Sutcs  of  .America,  being 
convened  at  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the  second 
Wednesday  m  February,  in  Uie  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  seventeen,  the  under- 
written. President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  did,  in 
presence  of  the  said  Senate  and  House  of  RcpresenU- 
lives.  of>en  all  the  certificates  and  count  all  the  votes 
of  the  Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Slates;  whereupon  it  appeared  that  James 
Monroe,  of  V  irginia,  had  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
Electors  as  President,  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of 
New  York,  had  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors %B  Vioe  President.  By  all  which  it  appears  that 
James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  has  been  duly  elected 
President,  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  New  York, 
has  been  duly  elected  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Sutes,  agrceubly  to  the  ConsUtuUon. 

'•in  wilneM  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand. 


this day  af  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen." 

And  that  the  President  of  the  Senate,  do  cause 
the  certificate  aforesaid  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  this  resolu- 
tion. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas- 
ters, together  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto;  and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair.  And  after  progress,  on  motion,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  14. 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  report  of  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and  documents 
in  relation  to  the  Capitol  and  President's  House; 
and  the  report  and  documents  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  President  communicated  the  credentials 
of  Nicholas  Vandyke,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the 
term  of  four  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next ;  which  were  read,  and  laid 
on  hie. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Treasury,  containing  a  state- 
ment of  lands  sold  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  In- 
diana.  and  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Mis- 
sissippi, from  the  1st  of  October,  1815,  to  the  30th 
of  September,  181G;  showing,  also,  the  amount 
of  receipts  from  individuals,  and  payments  made 
by  receivers  during  the  same  time,  with  the  bal- 
ance due  both  on  the  1st  of  October,  1815,  and 
1st  of  October,  1816;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  containing  a  list  of  con- 
tracts made  in  the  year  1816;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion : 

That  the  Journals  be  so  amended  as  to  include  the 
statement  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  Wednesday,  the  12th  insUnt,  as  read  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate,  on  Thursday,  the  13lh  insUnt, 
prior  to  the  motion  made  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  to  amend  the  Journal  so  as  to  make  it 
conformable  lo  former  precedents  on  a  similar  occa- 
sion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Daggett, 

Resolced.  Ttiat  said  motion  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  revise  and 
correct  the  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  12ih  instant,  so  far  as  respects  the 
counting  the  votes  for  President  aad  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Dana,  Barbour,  and 
Daggett,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Wade 
Hampton,  late  a  Major  General  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  by  law  for  his  reimbursement  and  iodem- 
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^ficaiiott-ia  theresult  ofasuit  instiiuied  againsM  WhereuDon  Mr    Dagqett  rpn—j  ,k 


kKisoDraw.t ;  having  been  arrested  aod  tried  by 
Y  genera!  court  martial,  under  suspicious  circum- 
liances,  i,y  order   of  the  menaorialist,   while  he 

f^mmanu*d   on    the   line    between    the    United 
f*tates  ariij  Canada;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 
Jnd  referjed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
^irs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon   by    bill  or 


was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  20,  nars 
17.  as  follows  :  ' 


t.>iherwise. 

•^  Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim?, 
U  whom  wa*  referred  the  petition  of  Denis  de  la 
hondi,  in.ide  a  report,  together  with  the  foUow- 
[rig  resolution : 

Resolve^,  That   the  petitioner  hare   leave  to  with- 
jaaw  his  p,3tition. 

^^Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
>  whom  tvas  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
•i  (ir  the  relief  of  Park  Holland,"  reported  it  with- 
lut  ameniirnent. 

♦Agreeatiiy   to  notice,   Mr.   Brown   asked  and 

%,     plained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  ves- 

-Js  deparftag  from  the  town  of  Bayou  St.°John 

•     ihn  and  'basin  of  the  Canal  de  Carondelet,  for 

,!|reign  potts,  to  clear  out  at  the  custom-house  in 

„je  city  ot^New  Orleans;  and  the  bill  was  read 

sJr.d  passedito  the  second  readino'.  ' 

|!Mr.  Roi^ERTs  presented   the  petition  of  Fred- 

(  rick  FolUjy,  praying  indemnity  for  certain  losses 

;  .^tained  \^  hira,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 

J     js   read,!and   referred    to   the   Committee   of 

:  »  tairas,  toi^onsider  and   report  thereon  by  bill  or 


i 


<  itierwise. 

;rhe  Setlate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
.1  port  of  me  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
-^  ^s  refernjd  the  petition  of  Andrew  J.  ViUard 

1  (^hereupor«, 

KRe8olced^  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  ;i"is  petition. 

JThe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rlport  of  it^  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rlterred  ih»t petition  of  Simon  Sarazin  and  I.  B. 
/fabert.-of  i3aton  Rouge,  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
i  ua;  and  en  conformity  thereto,  the  petitioners 
b   (J  leave  f?  withdraw  their  papers. 

The  Ser»t)te  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
b  1%  entitle.).  '-An  act  to  amend  the  act,  author- 
h  tig  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
Oi  wroyed  t-y  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
s(;  vice  ol  tije  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
P'  >s,  passed  the  9th  of  April,  1816,"  as  amended; 
ai  >t:the  qufklion  recurring  on  the  motion  by  Mr! 
I,  (Jock,  to. reconsider  the  vote  on  the  motion  to 
s(i  ike  out  -Ihe  first  section  of  the  bill,  it  was 
di  .'rmined.jn  the  affirmative — yeas  19  nays  18 
a>;  ^ijllows :  >      i        ) 

;   ,'-«A8— Mtisrs.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace 
L|;«ett,  Da.tf,  Fromentin,  Hardin,  Horsey,  Howell' 
H.^iHer,   Ku,^^   Mason  of  Virginift,    ISoble,   RugRles' 
t^i,  Tich*<ior,  Wells,  a.id  W.ll.ams. 

■  fCjATR-.Mr^rs.  Campbell,   Condit,  Gaillard,   Han- 

•o.,iLacock.  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire.  Mor- 

rol  r  Roberts  Sanlord,  Smiih,  Stukes,  Tait,  Taylor 

i^^upson,  'liroup,  Varnum,  and  Wilaon.  ' 

f^  It  was;agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  ihe 

ftf  S'oa  to  sitike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill 

ii        '- 


YiAS— Messrs    Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Horsey 
Howell,    Hunter.    King,    Mason   of  Virginia     Noble 
Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tichenor.  Wells,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Campbell,  Condit,  GailUrd,  Lacock 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,   Morrow    Roberu' 
Sanford     Smith,     Stokes,    Tait,    Taylor,    Thompson! 
Iroup,  Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daoqbtt,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
conform  the  bill  to  the  amendment  made  by 
striking  out  the  first  section,  so  as  to  retain  the 
amendments  already  made  by  the  Senate,  not  in- 
consistent  wiih  the  above  in>truciion. 

Messrs.   Daggett,    Roberts,   and    Barbour 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  Me>siige  of  the   President  of  the 
United    Slates  as  relates   to  roads  and    canals 
made  a  report  in  part  ;  and  the  report  was  read; 
when  Mr.  L.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  -An  act  to  set  apart 
and   pledge  as  a  permaueni  fund  for  internal  im- 
provements the  bonus  ol  the  United  Slates  Bank 
and   the  United    States  share  of  its   dividends."' 
reported  it  without  amendment. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 
That,  on  the  general  utility  and  national  importance 
of  roads  and  canals,  little  remains  to  be  added  to  the 
stock  of  information  now  in  possession  of  the  Senate 
and  to  be  found   in  the  severaJ  reports  made  on  that 
subject.     The  committee,  however,  would  observe,  in 
addition,  that   the  present  period  appears  to  them  pe- 
culiarly propitious,   and   strongly  invites   to  the  com- 
mencement and  prosecution  ot  such  u  system  of  pub- 
lic improvement.     To  the  pleasing  prospect  of  peace 
abroad,    we  enjoy  mutual  confidence  and  IranquiUity 
at  home  ;  our  resources  are  abundant;  our  public  rev- 
enues  ample;  our  citizens  at  all  times  evincing  a  wil- 
hngness   to   make   every  sacrifice  for  the  public  good, 
and  on  whom  perfect  reliance  may  be  placed,  more  es- 
pecially when   the  contributions  required  most,  when 
obuinej  and  judiciously  applied,  promote  their  own 
interest,  and  add,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the  wealth 
comfort,  and   safety  of  the  nation;  and  it  appears  to 
your  committee,  that  the  experience   dearly  purchased 
in  the  late  war  should  not  be  regarded  with  indiffer- 
ence.    Much  of  the  money  expended  in  the  necessary 
defence  of  the  seaboard,  as  well  as  the  lives  of  many 
valuable  citizens,  would  have  been  saved  to  the  nation, 
had  a  good  inland   water  communication  been  made 
on  our  Atlantic  frontier.      The  transportation  of  our 
armies,  with  all  the  munitions  of  war,  to  the  most  vul- 
nerable poinu,  would  have  been  facilitated,  and  the 
advantages  of  the  enemy,  arising  from  the  celerity  of 
his  movements  by  water,  greatly  diminished.     More- 
over, the  products  of  the  West  and  South,  consumed 
in  the  East   and  North,  could   have   been   transported 
secure  from  the  common  hazards  of  a  sea  voyage,  and 
in  defiance  of  blockading  squadrons ;  and  thus  the  in- 
habiunts  of  the   United  States,  dispersed  over  a  vast 
territory,  embracing  various  climates,  suitable  to  the 
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production  of  all  the  necessaries  and  many  of  the  lux- 
■ries  of  life,  might,  even  in  a  state  af  war,  rely  with 
comfort  and  security  on  their  own  internal  resources. 

To  these  advantages,  that  refer  themselves  more  es- 
pecially to  a  state  of  war,  must  be  added  those,  if  pos- 
sible, of  a  more  imperative  character,  that  will  at  all 
times  arise  to  the  nation  from  an  improved  state  of  her 
roads  and  inland  navigation. 

The  people  of  these  United  States  are  spread  over 
an  extensive  territory,  and  that  dispersion  of  inhabit- 
ants is  keeping  full  pace  with  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion ;  and  by  the  people  thus  dispersed,  of  different 
habits  and  pursuits,  and  in  many  instances  with  dis- 
cordant views,  is  the  nationul  sovereignty  exercised,  and 
its  fundamental  powers  directed;  for,  politically  speak- 
ing, there  is  in  the  United  States  but  one  order  or  grade 
known — that  of  the  people  :  and  hence  arises  the  im- 
perious necessity  in  a  Government  thus  constituted  of 
tying  together  the  whole  community  by  the  strongest 
ligatures.  This  your  committee  believe  can  be  best 
effected  by  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals;  by 
these  means,  commercial  and  social  intercourse  will 
be  made  easy;  industry  in  all  its  branches  encouraged, 
by  the  increased  rewards  bestowed  on  every  exertion; 
the  love  of  country  will  be  awakened,  and  a  laudable 
spirit  of  national  pride  substituted  in  place  of  sectional 
jealousies;  a  community  of  interet^t  and  feeling  will 
produce  mutual  confidence  and  affection;  thus,  being 
one  people,  the  nation  can  have  but  one  object  in  view 
— the  continuance  and  preservation  of  a  Government 
founded  in  equity  and  justice,  administered  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  all,  and  calculated,  in  the  calm  of  peace,  to 
call  forth  talents  and  industry  for  the  acquisition  of 
properly,  and  in  war  the  surest  guarantee  for  its  secu- 
rity and  protection. 

With  these  general  observations  on  the  national  im- 
portance of  internal  improvemenU,  your  committee 
will  endeavor  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  general  out- 
line of  such  public  works,  embracing  the  United  States 
generally,  and  consulting,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  in- 
terest of  each  section  of  the  Union,  and  which  they 
conceive,  in  a  further  improved  state  of  our  national 
industry,  may  be  completed  without  embarrassment  to 
the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  or  imposing  additional 
burdens  on  the  people. 

On  the  subject  of  national  roads,  the  first  that  pre- 
sents iuelf,  and  of  primary  importance,  is  a  turnpike 
from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  jiaesing  through  the  Seat  of 
the  National  Government  and  the  principal  cities  and 
towns  on  this  route;  secondly,  roads  to  connect  the 
highest  navigable  poinU  on  the  Atlantic  rivers  with 
auch  points  on  the  corresponding  streams  that  fall  into 
the  northern  and  western  lakes,  and  the  Mississippi 
river  and  lU  branches  ;  and,  lastly,  such  military  or 
other  roads  as  may  serve  to  connect  the  scattered  set- 
tlemenu  in  our  States  or  Territories  with  the  more 
compact  population  of  the  interior,  and  thereby  secure 
the  frontier  settlemenU,  in  a  great  measure,  from  hos- 
tile annoyance,  and  enhance  the  value  of  the  pubUc 
lands,  by  inducing  a  more  dense  population. 

The  other  branch  of  this  system  of  pubhc  improve- 
ments, and  equal,  if  not  superior,  in  importance,  is  the 
construction  of  canals,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  our  rivers. 

1.  An  inland  or  shore  navigation,  from  the  harbor 
of  Boston  to  the  river  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia.    To  con- 
nect these  points,  it  is  ascertained  that  not  more  than 
one  hundred  miles  will  need  the   aid  of  canals;  and 
from  an  estimate  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  when  Secre- 


tary of  the  Treasury,  will  incur  an  expense  little  ex- 
ceeding  $3.000,000— less,  it  is  believed,  than  $200  per 
mile,  Uking  the  whole  disUnce  of  this  water  commu- 
nication. 

2.  A  canal  from  the  Hudson  or  North  river  to  Lake 
Erie,  and  from  that  lake  to  some  of  the  many  naviga- 
ble waters  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  approach  within  a 
few  miles  of  lU  margin,  or  intermix  wuh  its  navigable 
waters. 

3.  The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river,  more  particularly  the  Falls  at  Louisville. 

4.  The  improvement  of  the  several  Atlantic  rivers, 
and  the  corresponding  streams  that  empty  into  the 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers. 


Monday,  February  17. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  and  the  amount  of  sal- 
aries paid  them  for  the  year  1816;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
seiilaiives  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  "au- 
thorizing the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
lured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,'  passed  the  9th  day  of  April, 
1816,"  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  .Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  behalf  and  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  or  cause  to  be 
erected  suitable  buildings  for  custom-houses  and  pub- 
lic warehouses  in  such  principal  district  in  each  State 
where  the  said  Secretary  shall  deem  the  same  neces- 
sary, for  the  safe  and  convenient  collection  of  the  rev- 
enue of  the  United  Slates. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hanson, 

"  That  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, and  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directora 
and  Company  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown 
and  Washington,  respectively,  praying  charters  of  in- 
corporation, be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  that  they  be  severally  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Whereupon.  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
submitted  the  following  motions  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  the  Senate  a  bill  providing  for 
the  establishment  of  a  bank  within  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, with  a  capital  equal  to  the  sums  which,  by  a 
certain  time  to  be  specified,  shall  be  subscribed  and 
actually  paid.  To  be  not  less  than  one  million,  nor 
more  than  three  millions  of  dollars.  Two-thirds  of 
which  may  be  paid  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  third  in  specie;  and  giving  to 
the  several  banking  associations  now  existing  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  the  prior  right  of  subscribing 
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|int  stocij  ot  such  associatious  respectively. 
;Rt»olv€^,  further.  That  the  said  Committee  report 
^,..billpror.;bitiDg.  after  a  certain   time,  to  be   therein 
:  ji^ined.  urtiler  suitable  penalties,  the  making  anJ  issu- 
Og,  by   a-'iy   unauthoruetl    association  or  individual 
^thrn  saut  Dutricl.  notes  or  bills,  with  intent  to  cause 
Ije  same  i>  be  circulated  and  receired  in  payment  in 
:».e   manner  as    the   notes  and   bills  of  incorporated 
inks  usuuJy  are  circulated  and  received  in  payment. 
I  The  Stieate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
It^ort  of  'he  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rrferred  Uie  petitioa  of  Denis  de  la  Rondi  ;  and 
'^  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
>,wiihdrtiw  his  petition. 

rThe  bill:  authorizing  vessels  departing  from  the 
Mn  of  H,you  St.  John  and  basin  of  the  Canal 
^  CaronUelet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at 
le  custovu-house  in   the  city  of  New  Orleans 

V  «s  read  ihe  second  time.  ' 

Y  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
•  iformed  i^e  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
J  till,  entifled  "An  act  making  appropriation  for 
i  le  suppon  of  Government  for  the  year  1817  •" 
,  3oab.ll,vntiiled  -An  act  relating  to' the  ransom 

0  Anieric^n  captives  of  the  late  war ;"  in  which 
lis  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 

\  /ley  ha V.  passed  the  bill,  entitled    "An  act  au- 

i  S'^n'  '^fc:'^'^  °'"  "''*'°  «^o""J  belonging 
^  he  United  States,  in  the  City  of  Washington  "' 
j*th  amendments;  m  which  they  requi-sf  the 
;fr.currenceof  the  Senate. 

J^IIm' f^K*  u  P''''^'^'.^  '°  consider  the  amend- 

J  ititsof  lb*  Hou.eof  Representatives  to  the  bill 

JJ,  ,S  mentio^jed,  and  concurred  therein. 

r  l-he  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  consideration 

t  ve  read.  ,ind  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

*-  Jhe  Sen»te  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

1  Jole.  th»-  consideration  of  the  bill  respectin<» 
9  fltranspo.tation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or 
i  ^«  held  to  labor,  and  the  bill  having  b^en 
Jr  ^nded.  tl«  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
J^'   ordmgly:    And  the  amendments  bavins  been 

?^  TrlZ    \'^'.  ^'"  ^'^  °'^"*^  '«  t>«  engrossed, 
I,'  ,1  read  a  third  time.  ' 

*"  FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

'ije   Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

-^If.  the  p:on3ideration  of  the   bill  respectinT 

^ns  e.-capingfrom   the  service  of  their  raas"- 

k    togeth^rr   with    the   amendments    proposed 

|rtlo.     M^  V  AHNLM  was  requested  to  take  the 

)V  motion,  that  ihe  further  consideration  there- 
^  otpt  P03tpa„ed  until  the  fifth  day  of  March  next 

^Vr1i%  ,1"'^'°'''^  '"  'he  negative-yeas  15,  nays' 
'lui;|s  lollow*. :  '  '      7 

!        iUI.-         Vf« n       ,  ^  _ 


resumed  the  Chair,  and  it  was  reported   to  th« 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  m   the   fallowior 
amendment;  made  a-i  in  Committee  of  the  VVI.oIh 
to  wit :  "^' 

Insert  a  new  section  as  follows  : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful    for   any  constable,  or  any  public  officer   or 
any  resident  private  citizen,  and  they  or  either  of  them 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  seize  or  ar- 
rest any  such  negro  or  negroes,  mulatto  or  mulattoes 
or  other  person  or  persons  of  color,  and  take  him,  her' 
or  them,  before  any  one  of  the  judges  or  magisl'rates' 
aforesaid,  and  upon  oath    being  made  by  such  consta- 
ble, officer,   or  resident  private  citizen,  that  he   hath 
just  and  reasonable  grounds  to  believe  that  such  negro 
dec.,  as  the  case  may  be,  hath  escaped  from  his,  her,  or 
their  owner  or  owners  in   some  other  of  the   United 
States  or  Territoncs,  it  shall   then  be  the  duty  of  the 
judge  or  magistrate   aforesaid,  and  they,  and  each  of 
them,  are   hereby  required,  to   commit   such  negro  or 
negroes,  mulatto,  or  other  person  or  persons  of  color 
to  the  public  jail  of  the  district  or  county  where  he' 
she,  or  they  shall  be  found  and  apprehended,  for  the 
space  of -—months,   unless  the  owner  or   owners 
shall  in  a  shorter  time  prove  a  right  of  property  there- 
to ;   and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  keeper  of  any  jail 
to  which  such   fugitives   shall   be  committed,  to   gi'c 
public  notice  thereof  in  some  public  newspaper  for  the 
space  of— —  weeks  ;  describing  particularly  the  fugi- 
tive or  fugiuves  so  committed. 

'It  was  determined  la  the  negative— veas  15 
nays  18,  as  follows :  ^  ' 

^  Vkis— Messrs.  Barbour,  Fromentin,Gaillard,  Golds- 
borough.  Hardin,  Macon,  .Mason  of  Virginia.  Kueeles 
Smith,  Stokes,  Tam  Talbot,  Taylor,  Troup,  and  W.|.' 
hams. 

NATs-Messrs.  Ashmun,  Brown   Daggett,  Horsey, 
Howell   Hunter.  King,  Lacock.  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire.  Morrow.    Noble.  RoberU,  Sanford,  Thompson 
Tichenor.  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

A^'^a^tI  »™^«'^'°«n«s  made  as  Id  Committee 
of  the  Whole  havin?  been  concurred  in,  in  part 
on  the  question,  "  Sh^ll  this  bill  be  en«rrossed' 
and  read  a  third  time?"  on  motion  by  m'  Tal- 
bot, It  was  agreed  to  take  the  question  by  veas 
and  nays.  /  7  "' 

On  motion   by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
MILITARY  PE.\CE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  IVew  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  report  to  the  Senate  a  bill  to  reduce 
the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  number  of  five  thousand  men,  to  cons  st  of  such 
proportions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  deem   j)roper,  re- 

tainin*  tha /•/%..n_  »r :__  '       /..    . 


bili^Frnm!"","'  ?'"m'""','  ^'°'^"'  ^^'^"Pbell.  Condit,    ;  '.— -  •"  v"«'  ^niiea  estates  shall  deem   proper,  re- 
'vJ!li/s       v'":r  ,1  '*!'  ^"'^'°'  ^*^°"»  '^"'oo  of  h^'O'nftf^*' corps  of  engineers  as  at  present  established. 

fcMe:^;s.'l''h^  C  id  Y'"'T  I  ,  k'^'-  "^'^^'^  -'^-  ^'-^  »>---  —"J  hy  a  de- 

H44^n,    Ho.ey.   Ho'wT'  S:!iT\ul'\Tit  I  i'.^l^'f.l".'".'-''-  «^.'he  ^ubject^that  thl^  pres 


Hor^ev,  Howell,  Hunter,  Mason'oVNew 
,io**  T  .  »Pu"''''  ''^'"^'^'  ^'^^^erts,  Ruggles,  San- 
il^fiuin.'  ■^^"'^^'^  '^'^heaor,   Varnum.   Wells. 

•    j|>e  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Phe8Iobi»t 

'  \i      -■' 

^   !  \' 


M -...-  .»»•— J-.-.  ...I.,  nn,  pica- 
ilitary  Peace  Establishment  of  ten  thousand 
men  was  greater  than  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  required,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  sub- 
mit this  resolution  to  the  consideratioa  of  the 
Senate. 
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Senatb. 


That  he  bad  delayed  doing  it  earlier  in  the 
session,  through  an  expectation  that  a  similar 
proposition,  presented  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, would  have  been  acted  on  by  that  body. 
But  as  the  House  of  Representatives  had,  without 
discussing  the  merits  of  that  proposition,  passed 
an  appropriation  bill  for  the  expenses  of  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  present  year,  it  seemed  proper 
that  the  Senate,  before  they  agreed  to  that  bill, 
should  determine  whether  those  expenses  could 
not,  consistently  with  the  public  interest,  be 
lessened,  by  reducing  the  Military  Establishment. 

He  admitted  that  protection  from  insult  and 
violence  being  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  political 
societr,  it  was  the  duty  of  all  Governments  to 
provide  sufficient  means  for  such  protection  ;  and 
that  our  Government,  as  well  as  all  others,  ou<rht 


to  have  a  military  force  sufficiently  powerfuf  to 
insure  the  safety  of  the  country.  But  (he  said) 
it  is  not  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  country, 
nor  consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  system 
of  Government,  that  this  force  should,  in  times  of 
peace,  consist  principally  of  a  standing  army.  A 
free  Government,  established  by  general  consent, 
and  maintained  for  the  general  welfare,  will  al- 
ways find  a  sufficient  resource  against  domestic 
violence  in  the  affections  and  good  will  of  its 
citizens.  It  is  for  defence  against  foreign  ene- 
mies alone  that  this  Government  can  ever  need  a 
standing  army. 

T^at  standing  armies,    in   free  Governments, 
maintained  in   times  of  peace,  are   dangerous  to 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  has  been 
the  doctrine  of  the  wisest  and  best  statesmen  as 
long  as  free  Governments  have  existed.     Such4s 
the  jealousy   of  the   people  of  Great  Britain  on 
this  subject,  that  the  maintaining  of  their  army  \ 
is  never  authorized   by   law  for  a  longer  period  I 
than  one  year.     An  act  of  Parliament  is  annually  ! 
passed  for  the  continuance  of  the  army  during  the 
year,  and  fixing  its  numbers.     Thus  each  branch 
of  the  Legislature  always  retains  the  power  of 
reducing    or    wholly   annihilating    the  army    at 
pleasure. 

In  a  country  where  the  public  defence  is  en- 
tirely intrusted  to  a  regular  army,  it  will  never 
be  held  necessary  that  the  mass  of  the  people 
should  be  accustomed  to  the  use  of  arms;  and 
where  the  use  of  arms  is  confined  to  those  who 
make  It  their  profession,  it  is  sufficiently  appa- 
rent that  the  unarmed  people,  however  numer- 
ous, can  make  but  feeble  resistance,  when  the 
arms,  which  they  supposed  intended  for  their  pro- 
tection, are  turned  against  them. 

So  strong  was  that  jealousy  in  this  country, at 
the  period  of  our  Revolution,  that  it  is  expressly 
asserted  in  iheconsiituiions  of  many  of  the  States 
that  standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
kept  up  in  lime  of  peace.  This  principle,  thus 
solemnly  recognised,  was  not  intended  to  be 
abolished,  by  granting  to  Congress  the  power  to 
raise  armies.  The  end  for  which  that  power 
was  granted  was  the  defence  of  the  country  in 
time  of  war,  and  for  no  other  purpose  can  it  be 
justly  exercised. 


At  this  time  there  may  be  no  sufficient  cause 
for  apprehending  immediate  dangers  of  the  kind 
alluded  to.  from  the  present  army.  Perhaps  its 
comparatively  small  number,  a  just  confidence  in 
the  character  of  its  officers,  and  the  temper  of  the 
times,  afford  at  present  satisfactory  security,  ^ut 
unless  the  army  be  strictly  confined  to  the  num- 
ber necessary  for  its  only  justifiable  use,  it  can 
have  no  certain  limitation.  And  the  same  ar<Tu- 
ments  which  may  now  be  used  to  justify  or  ex- 
cuse the  increase  of  the  establishment  beyond  its 
true  limits,  may  hereafter  be  urged  with  equal 
success  for  a  much  greater  increase. 

But  the  most  important  objection  against  the 
existing  Military  Establishment,  is  the  great  ex- 
pense, which  affords  of  itself  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment for  reducing  the  Army  as  Idw  as  ihe  safety 
of  the  country  will  permit.  In  modern  warfare, 
national  wealth  is  essentially  national  strength! 
With  a  view,  therefore,  to  public  safety  alone, 
whatever  tends  unnecessarily  to  the  impoverish- 
ment of  the  public  Treasury,  should  be  cautiously 
avoided. 

The  question  then  is.  whether  a  standing  array 
of  ten  thousand  men  is  necessary  at  the  present 
time  for  the  safely  of  the  country  against  foreign 
aggression  ? 

No  exemption  from  a  state  of  war.  the  com- 
mon calamity  of  nations,  is  claimed  for  our  coun- 
try. A  nation,  which  should  depend  on  its  jus- 
tice and  moderation  alone  for  protection,  would 
be  compelled  to  submit  not  only  to  degrading  in- 
sults, but  also  in  the  end  to  surrender  to  foreign 
cupidity  and  ambition  its  essential  rights.  To 
insure  the  enjoyment  of  our  rights,  a  military 
force  sufficient  for  their  defence  is  necessary.  Iq 
time  of  war,  this  force,  as  is  generally  admitted, 
ought  to  consist  to  a  considerable  extent  of  a 
regular  standing  army.  The  size  of  the  army 
must  of  course  be  determined  by  the  circomstan- 
ces  of  the  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged. 
The  policy  of  maintaining  a  certain  portion  of  a 
regular  army,  in  time  ofpeace  likewise,  is  not 
questioned. 

It  may  not  be  easy  to  determine  with  exact 
precision  what  ought  to  be  the  extent  of  such  a 
Peace  Establishment.     Our  safest  guide  is  our 
I  own  past  experience.     Such   is  the  difference  in 
I  the    circumstances   of  our  country,  and  of  the 
countries  of  Europe,  that  we  can  derive  little  in- 
struction  from  their  examples.     They  are   sur- 
rounded by  ambitious  neignbors.  against  whose 
enterprises  they  are  obliged  constantly  to  guard. 
Instead  of  training  the  people  to  the  use  ol  arras, 
and  relying  on  them  for  protection,  the  Govern- 
ments there  not  only  depend  on  their  armies  for 
defence  against  foreign  invasion,  but  also  for  re- 
taining their  own  subjects  in  obedience.     Sepa- 
rated as  we  are  by  a  great  distance  from  the  na- 
tions, with  whom  we  may  expect  collisions,  we 
shall  alwiys  have  sufficient  notice  of  any  inten- 
ded attacks  to  enable  us  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations  for  defence. 

The  only  service  we  have  for  regular  troops, 
in  time  of  peace,  is  to  defend  the  Western  fron- 
tier, and  preserve  from  decay  and  ruin  our  forti. 


H 

If  \ 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


128 


Military  Peace  Ettablishment. 


^^Jacations.  '  If  the    Peace    Establishment   be    not 

•.{limited  it»  the  number,  requisite  for  these  objects, 

"III  will  nol  be  easy  to  fix  any  bounds  to  it,  till  we 

'laTrive  at  ;lhe  point  that  forms  the  rule  of  many 

^/Suropean  Governments  ;  which  is,  to  increase  the 

*fe|»ilitary  force  as  far  a<!  there  is  ability  to  bear  the 

'*'ipense   -Should  we  determine  to  maintain,  m 

.peace,  an- army  sufficiently  large  to  defend   the 

Country  lu  war,  the  present  establishment  will  be 

ound  ent^ely  inadequate.     Our  remote  situation, 

^ind  the  w^ell  established  character  of  our  people, 

ire  a  suflijient  security  against  invasion,  for  the 

rjrpose  of  permanent  conquest.     With  a  seacoast 

)f  more  li'.an  two  thousand  miles,  intersected  by 

iiany  dee|)  bays  and  rivers,  the  country  cannot 

.2  prolec-'ed   against  depredatiouN  by  any  other 

kan  a  na«fal  force.     This  is  demonstrated  by  our 

xperienc«  during  the   two  wars    in  which  we 

'lave  been  engaged  with  Great  Britain.     It  is  im- 


Febhdary,  1817. 
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l^ssible  bj  foriificationsand  a  land  force,  however 

A«tensive.<io  secure  the  country  against  iheplun- 

IJcring  ex|)edinons  of  an  enemy  possessing  the 

iiiicon trolled  dominion  of  the  ocean.     Our  prin- 

4pal  towrisaod  harbors  may,  by  fortifications,  be 

':cured  in|some  measure  against  sudden  attacks. 

iut  the  aifempt  would  be  idle  by  such  means  to 

ifend  ourj  whole  coast. 

The  acqiJiring  and  retaining  military  knowl- 
dge  and  Jliscipline,  for  the  future  occasions  of 
•le  country,  is  often  urged  asan  argument  in  favor 
ti  the  pre^nt  Array  E^ablishment.  It  may  be 
■lubted  whether  the  present  establishment  lends 
inch  to  li.e  promotion  of  that  object.  Dispersed 
1  small  bcdies  as  the  troops  now  are,  throughout 
rte  vast  extent  of  the  country,  neither  military 
ttowledge  will  be  acquired,  nor  discipline  en- 
;rced.     Irvdeed,  little  dependence  can  be  placed 

Ji»  an  army  that  has  indulged  in  the  idle  habits 
i^which  ^11  armies  will  indulge,  during  a  long 
:iod  of  p,ace.  This  has  been  the  common  ex- 
/frience  ol  all  nations,  accustomed  to  keep  up 
fir  armi.js  during  peace,  and  was  strongly  ex- 
iiphfied  itj  the  total  discomfiture  of  the  Prussian 
my  at  the  battle  of  Jena. 

The  prepenl  isa  period  of  general  peace  ihrough- 
||t  the  world.     The  great  Powers  of  Europe,  la- 
i  Tued  and.."xhausted  by  a  warfare  of  unexampled 
i  ny  and  extent,  seem  disposed  to  secure  to  tbem- 
s  ]ves  a  state  of  peace  and  repose.     Except  the 
(  -jtest  between  Spain  and  her  colonies  in  Souih 
.merica,  f  o  war  exists  among  any  of  the  nations 
^  nh  whorj  we  have  connexions.    Judging  from 
J  :?sent  aptiearances,  we  are  in  less  danger  of  be- 
\-f  soon  involved  in  war,  than  we  have  been  at 
W/urmer  period  of  our  national  existence. 
JfjVVe    hav?e   no   considerable  misunderstanding 
inh  any  nation,  except  Spain.     The  information 
(Jlhe  stateiol  our  negotiations  with  that  Govern- 
i|tnt,  lalelv  communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Wsident.oeriainly  exhibits  no  symptoms  of  war 
JSe  subjects  of  the  negotiation  are  all  ancient: 
(^  claim  (if  indemnification  for  the  inierrupiion, 
ij..enty  yea/s  ago,  ol  our  right  of  deposite  at  New 
(J'^feans  ;  alike  indemnification  for  spoliations  on 
'  if  commirce  during  the  domination  of  Dona- 
te J  the  jsettJement  of  boundaries,  and  propo- 

i 


sals  for  the  exchange  of  certain  territories,  are  the 
subjects  of  the  existing  negotiation.     Whatever 
may  be  our  opinions  of  the  merits  of  these  claims 
there  is  little  reason  to  fear  they  will  occasion  a' 
war.      Had    we    intended    to    have    wa^ed    war 
against   Spam  for   these  causes,  we  might  have 
begun  It  eight  years  ago.  with  as  much  justice  as 
we  now  can.  and  certainly  with  superior  advan- 
tages.    If,  then,  we  do  not  intend  to  make  war 
against  Spain,  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  that 
Spain  mediiaiesa  war  against  this  country  7  Du- 
ring the  late  European  war.  Spain  has  been  more 
reduced  and  impoverished  than  any  other  nation. 
She   has  not  only  suffered  greatly  in    her  wealth 
and  resources,  but  seems  not  to  have -profited  by 
the  occasion,  to  improve  her  military  character 
and  institutions.     Is  it  then  probable  that  Spain 
thus  reduced,  and    while   engaged   in    a  conQicl 
with  her  colonies,  of  vital  importance  and  doubt- 
ful  issue,  will    unnecessarily    commence  a  war 
against  this  country  ?     Will  she  not  perceive  that 
a  war  with  us  would  insure  the  independence  of 
her  colonies  ?     It  would  be  deemed  an  act  of  mad- 
ness for  that  nation,  standing  alone  and  unaided 
to  make  war  on  us.     And  there  is  no  appearance 
of  a  disposition,  in  any  Power  of  Europe,  (o  aid 
or  sustain  her  in  the  undertaking.     We  are  in  but 
liille  more  danger  of  a  war  with  Spam,  than  with 
Naples,  against  which  Power  we  have  a  similar 
claim  for  spoliation  on  our  commerce. 

With  such  prospects  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment may  with  propriety  be  fixed  as  lo^,  as 
It  probably  ever  can  be,  at  any  future  period.  We 
have  no  reasons  to  Hatter  ourselves  with  the  hope 
that  the  lime  will  ever  arrive  when  this  nation 
will  have  less  occasion  for  a  large  standing  army. 
Nor  IS  It  apparent,  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  time,  ihat  we  now  need  a  larger  army, 
than  at  any  former  period,  since  the  for'mation  of 
our  Government.  About  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement ol  our  present  Government,  the  war 
began,  which  continued  till  lately  to  agitate  and 
convulse  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  At  several 
periods  of  that  great  conflict,  this  nation  sensibly 
lelt  the  danger  of  being  drawn  within  the  vortex. 
Does  our  safety  require,  at  the  present  time,  a 
larger  military  force  than  was  found  to  be  suffi- 
cient for  those  periods? 

Whenever  we  reler.  for  instruction,  to  the 
course  pursued  during  the  early  years  of  this 
Government,  we  are  always  surprised  by  the  sim- 
plicity and  economy  of  those  times,  when  com- 
pared with  the  present.  In  no  department  will 
this  difference  be  found  greater  than  in  the  mil- 
itary. 

Thefirstact  of  Congress  regulating  the  military 
department  passed  in  the  year  1790,  and  expressly 
provides  that  the  whole  number  of  men,  to  be  at 
any  time  retained  in  .service,  shall  not  exceed 
twelve  hundred  and  sixteen.  In  a  subsequent 
year  a  regiment  of  infantry,  to  consist  of  nine 
hundred  and  twelve  men,  was  added  to  the  estab- 
lishment. In  1794,  an  addition  was  made  to  the 
corps  of  artillery,  with  a  provision  that  the  whole 
corps  should  not  exceed  nine  hundred  and  nineiy- 
iwo.     In  several  subsequent  years,  during  the  rais- 


129 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


130 


February.  1817. 


Military  Peace  Establishment. 


Senate. 


understanding  between  this  coaotrf  and  France, 

Coneress,  by  various  acts,  authorized  the  raising 
of  addiii.inal  numbers  oftroops.  The  acts,  passed 
during  that  period,  usually  devolved  on  the  Pre- 
sident the  power  of  raising  a  specified  number  of 
troops,  if  in  his  judgment  the  exigency  of  the 
tunes  should  render  it  necessary. 

In  the  year  1802,  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment was  fixed  at  the  number  of  three  thousand 
and  tony  men,  exclusive  of  commissioned  officers. 
At  that  numl>er  it  remained,  till  the  difficulties 
occurred  which  led  to  the  laie  war  with  Great 
Briiain.  Some  pains  have  been  taken  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  troops  in  service  during  the 
6rsi  tweniy  years  of  ihis  Government.  It  ca'nnot 
be  determined,  wiih  much  certainty,  from  any 
returns  or  documents  in  theofficeof  the  Adjutant 
General.  It  is,  however,  confidently  believed  that 
the  average  number,  during  iho>e  twenty  years 
could  Out  have  exceeded  three  thousand.  ' 

This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  an  examination 
of  the  expenditures  for  the  military  service  of 
those  ytars. 

From  the  statements  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, 11  appears,  ihal  the  whole  expenditure  fur 
the  military  service,  including  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, during  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  Govern- 
ment, did  not  amount  to  iweniy-nine  millions  of 
dollars.  Sothat  the'averageofannualexpenditures, 
during  those  years,  was  It-ss  than  one  million  and 
an    hall.     Tlie  aveuge   annual   expenditure,  for 
lliree  years  subsequent  to  1802,  when  the  Military 
Peace  E>iatj|i.>hment  was    fixed,  was  only  ei^ht 
hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  dullar.s.     dIu- 
ing  the  fir^t  twenty  years,  the  Government  was 
engaged    in   several   expensive  Indian  wars,  was 
compelled  to  put  down  by  military  force  an  ex- 
tensive insurrection,  and  encountered  heavy  ex- 
penses,  in   preparation  for  a  war   with    France. 
Where  i>  the  necessity  for  having,  in  the  present 
lime  of  general  peace,  a  greater  Military  Estab- 
lishment  than  was  d- emed  sufficient  for  the  se- 
curity ul  the  country,  during  that  period  of  .gen- 
eral warlare  throughout  ihe  continent  of  Euro^pe  ? 
Yet  the  number  oj  troops  now  retained  is  more 
tban   three  times  what  it  men    was,  and  the  au- 
thorized expenditure   for   military  service   more 
than  lour  times  what  it  then  was. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  last  an- 
nual report  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  estimates 
the  authorized  expenditure  for  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  present  year  at  $6,459,625.  This  sum 
as  being  necessary  for  the  military  «ervice,  he  in- 
cludes in  his  estimates  of  the  permanent  expendi- 
ures  of  tuiure  year.s.  1„  this  sum  is  understood 
to  be  included  $800,000  for  fortifications,  and  cer- 
tain sums  lor  ordnance  stores.  But  those  sums 
were  also  m  the  estimates  of  the  last  year,  and 
are  considered  by  the  Secretary  as  permanently 
nedessary,  according  to  the  present  system,  for  the 
annual  military  service. 

Such  a  great  and  sudden  increase  in  the  num- 
bers and  expenses  of  the  Military  Establishment 
makes  it  the  duty  of  Coagress  i„  lessen  it,  if  ,t 
may  be  done  consistently  with  the  public  safety. 
There  is  not,  as  is  believed,  a  nation  m  the  world 
I4lli  UOiN.  2d  Sess. — 5 


whose  military  force  in  proportion  to  its  numbers 
is  so  expensive  as  ours.  Supposing  the  regiments 
and  corps  full,  which  is  seldom  the  case,  the 
average  expense  for  each  man  would  be  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  doJlars  a  year.  And,  after  deduct- 
ing such  parts  of  the  gross  sum  as  are  expended 
in  lortifacations  and  ordnance  stores  which  remain 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  average  expense  for 
each  man  would  siiU  be  at  least  five  hundred  and 
nity  dollars  a  year. 

From  our  past  experience  and  from  estimates 
which  may  be  relied  on,  it  may  be  safely  asserted 
that  we  can  maintain  a  navy,  with  ten  thousand 
seamen,  in  constant  service,  and  including'  all  ex- 
penses of  building  and  repairing  the  ships,  for  a 
less  sum  than  is  now  expended  for  the  same  num- 
ber of  land   forces.     The  estimated    expense  of 
building  and   equipping  a  seventy-four  gun  ship 
is  S3S4,000,  ol  a  forty-four  gun  frigate  $263,000. 
The  whole  annual  expense  of  keeping  in  service 
a  seventy-four  gun  ship,  including  the  ordinary 
repairs,  with  a  lull  crew  of  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
SIX  men,  is  estimated  at  §189,000.     A  frigate  with 
lour  hundred  and  fifty  men,  at  $134,000.     Sup- 
posing the  vessels  to  last  only  ten  years,  the  whole 
expense  of  building  and  equipping  the  vessels  and 
keeping  them  in  service,  that  terra  of  time,  with 
their  full  crews  of  eleven  hundred  and  six'men 
would  be  S3,8S2,000.     The  expense  of  maintain- 
ing the  same   number  of  regular   troops   in    the 
Peace  Establishment,  for  the  same  period  of  time 
at  the  estimated  expense  of  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  a  year  for  each  man,  would  amount   to 
more  than  six  millions  of  dollars. 

No  one,  who  recollects  the  events  of  the  late 
war,  can  doubt  the  superior  advantages  to  this 
country  of  a  naval  over  a  land  force,  u^hether  for 
purposes  of  defence  or  offence.  Had  we  possessed, 
at  the  commencement  of  that  war,  a  competent 
naval  force,  not  only  our  own  coast  might  have 
been  protected  against  predatory  expedit%ns,  but 
the  vast  commerce  of  our  enemy,  together  with 
her  valuable  West  Imiia  possessions,  would  have 
been  at  our  mercy  ;  for  this  country  a  naval  force 
is  the  cheapest  and  most  efficient,  is  the  most 
congenial  to  the  princijdes  of  our  Government, 
least  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
consequently  least  obnoxious  to  their  jealousy. 

There  is  no  occasion  for  keeping  in  service,  in 
time  of  peace,  more  regular  troops  than  are  ne- 
cessary  to  guard  the  Western   frontier,  and  take 
care  ol  the  forts  and  garrisons.     I  believe  (said  Mr. 
iM.)  hall  the  present  number  sufficient  for  those 
purposes.     No    inconvenience    wis   experienced 
lor  the  want  of  troops  during  the  time  while  only 
three  thousand  were  retained  in  service.     In  my 
judgment,  therefore,   the   Military  Peace   Estab- 
Isshment  ought   to  be   reduced  to  five   thousand 
men.  the  one-half  its  present  number.     I  believe 
It  would  be  consistent  with  the  safety,  and  id  fur- 
therance of  the  best  interests  of  the  country.     The 
saving  to  the  Treasury  that  would  be  made,  which 
would  exceed  two  and  a   half  millions  of  dollars 
a  year,  migtit  be  applied,  partly,  to  a  further   in- 
crease of  the  Navy,  and    parily  towards  a  more 
speedy  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt. 
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*     ♦  :     TcESDAY,  February  18. 

i  'Mr.  Fne)MENT[.N,  from  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
;  nittee.  re»»orted  the  following  resoIutioD!«.  which 
t  ,  vere  read)  and  passed  to  the  second  reading: 
;  i  ^  Bejohecfj  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
■  ipe3  of  /A,|  Cnitfd  States  of  America  in  Congress 
I  ^sembled,* That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commia- 
.  .ioner  of  IVjblic  Buildings  to  cause  to  be  erected  and 
I  (ted  up  fon  the  reception  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
,  suitable  lijildin?,  upon  a  plan  to  be  approved  by  the 
Yesident  o[  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

f.'presenta^vcs,  to    be   situated  on  Delaware  avenue 
^  .>rfh  of  th«  Capitol. 

.  Resolved. iTh&t  when  the  said  building  shall  be 
fcidy  for  ti,e  reception  of  the  said  library,  it  shall  be 
*ifi  duty  o'  the  Librarian  to  remove  the  same  and 
H'.range  th<^  books  therein. 
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im.  ^^- ^"'^^'ENTi.N  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
V"l  Harg^ave.  praying  the  privilege  of  entering 
fa'h  ihe  register  of  the  land  office  east  of  Pearl 
•  Jif  er  the  i,-act  of  land   on   which  he  resides  not 
;J»CHeding  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  as'des- 
r  'nated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
-^Tred    10   ihe  Committee   on    Public   Lands    to 
insider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
.K     D°'*"!\iy  ^^'-  Rl'GOLEs.  the  Committee 
^  the  Po.vk  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instruct- 
li  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieucy  of  establishing 
post  roa^    from   Fort   Wayne,  in  the  State  of 
&I0,  to  Chicago,  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 
On  inotiin.  by  Mr.  Chace.  the  Senate  resumed 

•V  '"  r  rr.'."*'*'  °'"  '^^  Who\e,  the  considera- 
i»aD  of  thefc.ll  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decis- 
^.ins  of  |h,.  Supreme  Court ;  and  no  amendment 
JkVing  beun  pmposed,  the  Preside.nt  reported 
^,?  bill  to  .^e  House;  and  (he  bill  was  ordered 
ij»  be  engrcifised,  and  read  a  third  lime. 

^r  Wednesday,  February  19. 

:\hlr.  RoBi.RT6.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
f|  whom  was  referred   the  petition  of  Joseph  c' 
^.yd,  made  the  following  report : 
t^'fhat  the  j^titioner  was  a  Paymaster  in  the  Army 
^  ii,  on  the  'iih  of  March,  1813,  he  intrusted  to  Cap- 
I  w^     J^estcott  the  sum  of  $1,374  35.  to  pay 
_,>    Westcotrs  company,  then   stationed   at  Castine 
tiJie  Distri,-<  of  Mame.     Captain  Westcott  left  Port- 
pd  in  the  iloop  Harriet  of  Portland,  Jacob  Orcutt 
Uter,  and,  ^^n  the  day  he  sailed,  dropped  the  money 
•vboard,  arvl  was  deprived  of  the  means  of  recover- 
ptbyarojigh  sea.     Mutilated   duplicate  receipu, 
\qn  by  Ca^Main  Westcott  to  the  Paymaster  for  the 
|if   in  quetfion,  are  in   the  Accountant's  office.     It 


adopt  any  measure  that  would  encourage  remissneaa 
m  the  transmission  of  moneys  by  Paymasters.  The 
following  resolution  is  respectfully  submitted,  viz  • 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave'  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Ew- 
ell,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  followinir 
resolution  :  • 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  un- 
reasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee 
ol  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Otis,  attorney  of  William  Otis,  late  collec- 
tor of  the  customs  of  the  district  of  Barnstable 
were  discharged  from  the  further  coosideratioo 
thereof. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  motion  subaiitted  by  Mr.  Fromen- 
TiN  on  the  14th  instant,  with  instructions  relating 
to  the  journals,  made  a  report,  which  was  read. 

1  he  benaie  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17ih  instant  for  instructing  the 
Coramiitee  on  Military  Affairs  to  report  a  bill  to 
the  Senate  to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Esrab- 
J  x'?*"',/  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  King,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  dav 
for  Friday  next.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  purchase,  or  cause  to  be  erected,  suitable 
buildings  for  custom-houses  and  public  ware- 
houses, for  the  safe  and  convenient  collection  of 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  and  ajrreed 
thereto.  ° 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  17th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  report  to  the  Senate  a 
bill  providinjr  for  the  establishment  of  a  bank 
wiihm  the  City  of  Washington,  upon  certain 
conditioas,  and  to  report  a  bill  prohibiting,  after 
a  certain  time,  the  making  and  issuing,  "bv  any 
unauthorized  association  or  individual,  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  notes  or  bills  wiih  in- 
tent  to  cause  the  same  to  be  circulated  and  re- 
ceived in  payment;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr 
UOLDSBOROUGH,   the  further   consideration    was 

^"^r"!'^,,"""'  "'^  '"°""*'  "^"y  <^^  ^'arch  next, 
nie  bill   respecting  the  transportation  of  per- 

was 


.titi"'  "  "^"  ""'•  ""y  <"""  evidence  is  given  that 
t?  ;ilo88  wasiacridental,  though  the  loose  manner  in 
^   fh  Laptaih  V\  estcott  was  carrying  the  money  was 

t  X'J  ^  J^"  ''^'''  "'■  '^''^^'"^  '^'  petitioner  to 
»^  ^T-nited  S-iites  is  the  payment  of  the  money  twice. 

.  Ijiecommjtoe  are  of  opinion  that,  however  severe- 
'JSe  withholding  relief  may  pre«s  upon  the  petition- 


01  the  bupreme  Court  was  read  a  third  time, 
and   the  blanks  were  filled,  first  with  1.000.  sec- 

1"°!?  ^'  o,,^*^'  ^""^  °°  '^e  question.  'Shall  this 
lill  pass?  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  30.  nays  6,  as  follow ;  : 

y*"— ^<**«rs.  Ashmun.  Barbour.  Brown,  Camp- 


;^ie  pr^:ir;;;ij;^"-;:^,^;j-  -J-;;- I  ^|.    Chace     Dagget,     Dana.    FromentinrVja^i];;^ 

^    pf  the  must  evil   tenfjpn^l      I,      '^^'*^'"'''  ^''"'•^     Ooidsborough,  Hanson.  Hardin,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hun- 

,  I  m^i  evil  tendency.     It  seems  unwise  to  (  ter.  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire!  Mason  of  C 
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finia.  Morrow,  Noble,  Rugifles.  Sanford.  Smith,  Stokes, 
Tail,  Talbot,  Taylor,  'i'hompson,  Tichenor,  and 
Troup. 

Nats — Measrs.  Condit,    Lacock,    Macon,  Roberts, 
Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

So  it  Wis  Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be,  'An  act  to  provide  for 
reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court." 
Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Aquilla 
M.  Bolton  and  Amos  J.  Yarnall.  executors  of 
Lieutenant  John  J.  Yarnall.  late  of  the  United 
Slates  Navy,  praying  relief  in  tlje  settlement  of 
his  accounts,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the   punishment  of  crimes  and  offences 
committed  within  the  Indian  boundaries,  reported  j 
it  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  the  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  court  of  the  United 
Sutes  a  sum  equal  to  the  aalary  of  the  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  «outh  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  during  which  time  the  said  circuit  judge  was 
compelled,  by  law,  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  judge 
of  said  dutrict  court. 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more 
convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in  civil 
causes  depending  in  the  courts  of  ihe  United 
Slates;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  relerred.  reported  a  bill  to  divide 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  dis- 
tricts ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1817."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on   Finance,  to  consider  and  re- I 
port  thereon.  j 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbolr.  it  was  agreed' 
that  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  United 
biates,  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
be  poitponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
lor,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  Jesse 
lit-an.  representing  that  he  has  lately  discovered 
a  silver  mine  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  pray- 
ing the  privilege  of  working  the  same  for  five 
years,  on  conditions  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Jt-ublic  Lands,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise.  ' 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the  ran- 
som 01  American  captives  of  the  late  war  "  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the'Com- 


mittee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  resolution  directing  a  building  to  be  erect- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Goldsborocgh  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sute« 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  reported  to  the  Senate,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  measures  as  he 
may  deem  most  effectual  for  the  security  of  the  coun- 
try watered  by  the  Chesapeake  bay  and  iu  tributary 
streams,  against  the  maritime  force  of  an  enemy. 

The  Senate  resumed    the  consideration  of  the 
bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the  service 
[  of  their  masters. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row week,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  21.  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Campbell,  Condit, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
Hardin,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  .Mason  of  Virginia, 
Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Thompson,  and 
Troup. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ashmun,  Chace,  Hanson,  Horsey , 
Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Ruggles,' 
Taylor,  Tichenor,  Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborough,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  ofthe  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  Metropolis  ;  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington  ;  and  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Central  Bank  of 
Georgetown  and  Washington,  respectively  pray- 
ing charters  of  incorporation,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  they 
were  severally  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  lo  incorpo- 
rate the  members  of  the  Columbian  Institute; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the 
(  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
separate  Territorial  government  for  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee.  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  with  an  additional  amendment,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly.  And  the 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  thirif 
time. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  L'nited  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  copy  oi  the 
correspondence  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Government  oi  Spain,  relative  to  the 
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.jects  of  cpntrotersy  botwwn  the  two  nations,  ex-  I 
VI  such  p&ria  as  he  may  deem  improper  to  disclose. 

FFhe  Pre^mdent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
["imahier   Geiit-r/jl.   of   the    unproductive    post 
;.ls  lor  ihf  yfar  1816;  and  ihe  report  was  read. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  further  con- 
it  ratron  of  the  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of 
^lau)  puhlic  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
?fie  and  oifer  ex-.. tic  plants  thereon,  was  post- 
|ib)^d  to,  aniJ  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 


Thursday,  February  20. 
r.  Ma807«i,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
'^  F'esitienian.i  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank 
^Alexandria,   praying  an   act  of  incorporation 
t|easons..;ated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read 
Hireferred.to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
H'jmbia,  ttj  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
f^ftherwise-, 

:  fWr.  MasoJi.  of  Virginia,  also  presented  the  pe- 
.  t.»j'.n  of  ihePreMdentand  Directors  of  the  Farm- 
l  ^.r  ■  u  "' -Alexandria,  j.raving  an  extension  of 
;  Ufojf  charier:  (or  reasons  stated  in  the  petition; 
;  ^^h  was  (Sad,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
:n£*>e.  to  coosider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
1  op.*  wise.  ' 

V>wr.  Masojj  also  presented  the  petition  of  Ali- 
Ci^i:.arier.r4|.ciof  William  B.Carter,  who  died 
u^the  service  of  his  country  during  the  late  war 
pgvious  to  Ijis  being  mustered,  praying  for  relief' 
■*^?ated    m  ^ihe   pennon;  which  was  read,  and 
If  red  to  tl,e  Committee  on  Military  Affairs   to 
Mder  andjreport  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
USi       ^^^'^'V^''"*  ihe  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 

."Ei?;  '.°  "^i""^  IH  '"^J^<='  '^^^  referred,  reported 
^%^\^  nr  iheye  lef  ol  .he  legal  representatives  of 
•  '(1  ''^"f "'  deceased  ;  and  the  bill  was  read 
;«ir4|pa-.*ed  t(|ihe  second  reading, 
I  iUf.  Tait  jfrojp.  Ihe  same  committee,  to  whom 
jw^^e(erred:?he  memorial  of  Edward  Shubrick 
ar^  »)ihers,  officers  of  the  late  United  Slates'  bric 
y(^;>|'ewa,  rmide  report,  together  with  the  follow"- 
ADy^  ^esoluiiotj: 

\  '^^ohed,  Tbat  the  memorialisU  have  leave  to  wilh- 
;arg»vitheir  meijiorial. 

j  Sir  Maso...  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  the 
inr  tworial  ol  the  merchan.s  of  Portsmouth,  New 
jHu^ijpvhire,  4nd  its  v.cini.y,  who  have  suffered 
iir>.i;  the  de-   --'-■-  -  " 


rbi.'irie  depiVdaiions  of  French  crui>ers;  reore- 

T,     tl>5"       «lllrir./.     lk~      •  T-«  '  • 

out 
jpeif:. 


j^c}»j7g.  ihat  during  the  wars   in   Europe  which 
ar|j|<,  out  of  ihe  French  Revolution    t 
pe4«:«,  while   rngaged   in    lawful   com'mi 


their  pro- 

,    ,  -  „  _.   >-v*..j.ijerce,  was 

.--,  ....-ted  to  capture  and  condemnation  by  the 
^rjl^r.  of  ,b.  French  Republic,  upon  the  most 
Ui!^.  ]  pretences;  that  for  these  aggressions 
|th4|.had  a  cUim  upon  the  justice  of  the  French 

W  Kno  ."k  •?'  ^'^  'h^  convention  of  September 
.•^  bOO.ihe  claim  of  American  citizens  for  in- 
jde^llityfor  yuch  captures  was  n-lmqu.shed,  in 
•'f^t^"*'f°?  ^^,7^'^'"  §r^a'  political  advantage. 

•if  ! 


those  claims  which  they  prevented  their  citizens 
from  obtaining  abroad;  and  praying  compensa- 
tion therefor,  and  that  such  measures  may  be 
pursued  as  will  secure  to  them  an  indemnity 
from  the  Government  of  France  for  the  depre- 
dations of  French  cruisers  since  the  ratification 
ol  the  convention  of  September  30,  1800-  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  ol  the  19ih  instant,  for  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, such  measures  as  he  may  deem  most  effec- 
tual for  the  s-curity  of  the  country  watered  by 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  against  the  maritime  force 
of  an  enemy;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  4ih  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  19ih  insiant,  for  requesting  a  copy 
of  the  correspondence  between  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Government  of 
bpain.  relative  to  the  controversy  between  the 
two  nations,  except  such  part  as  may  be  deemed 
improper  to  disclose,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  19ih  insiant,  for  insiructina  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  ini'L  the 
expediency  of  allowing  to  the  judge  of  the  sixth 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  a  certain  com- 
pensation /or  having  performed  the  duties  of  the 
judge  ol  the  district  court  of  South  Carolina;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  ol  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
relerred  the  petition  of  Joseph  C.  Bovd;  and  in 
concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner' had  leave 
to  witlidraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  whom  was 
relerred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Ewell;  and  in 
concurrence  therewith,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  peiitioner  is  unreasonable,  and  oucht 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and 
bail  in  civil  cau^es  depending  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 
xx'T^^  ^!"^'*^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act   coiicerning    the   navigation    of    the    United 
Estates,    together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rel.iiions  : 
and  the   bill   having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
DE.NT  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly,  and 
the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in  with 
lurther  amendments,  ou  the  quesiion,  "  Shall  the 
amendments   be  engrossed  and    the    bill   read  a 
third  timv  as  amended  7"  it  was  determined  in 
ihe  affirmative. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  set  apart 
and  dispose  of  ceriain  lands  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  and  otlier 
exotic    plants   thereon.      Mr.    Varnum    was   re- 
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quested  to  take  the  Chair,  and  the  bill  havin^ 
been  amended,  the  Preside.nt  resumed  the  Chair" 
and  11  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly; 
and  the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in' 
on  the  question.  "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  29,  nays  5,  as  follows  : 

YiAs— Messrs.  Ashman,  Barbour,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromenfin,  Gaillard,  Golds- 
borough,  Horsey,  Howell.  Hunter,  King,  Lacock 
Macon.  Morrow.  Noble,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes' 
Tait  Talbot  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Troup,  Varnum] 
Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Nais— .Messrs.    Daggett,    Hardin,    Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Kuggles,  and  Smith. 

ALTERATION  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Fro.mentin,  on  the 
14th  instant,  with  instructions  in  relation  to  the 
jiiurnal,  as  follows: 

"That  before  the  statement  of  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Barbour,  on  which  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  on  Thursday  the  13th  instant,  as  recorded 
in  the  journal  of  that  day,  it  would  be  proper  to  state 
the  reading  ol  the  entries,  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  for  a  journal  of  the  preceding  dav,  with  re- 
ference to  the  counting  of  votes  for  Tresldent  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

"  In  the   opinion   of  the  Committee,   a  fair  view  of 
the  question  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken 
may  be  presented  in  the  following  mode  of  statuig  the 
fact,  viz:  ° 

"  The  entries  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate  for  a  journal  of  proceedings,  on  Wednesday  the 
Kth   instant,  with  relerence  to  the  counting  of  votes 
for  I  resident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
were  read  in  the  words  following :  ' 

-The  two  Houses  of  Congress  agreeably  to  the 
joint  resolution,  assembled  in  the  Representatives' 
Chamber,  and  the  certificates  of  the  Electors  of  the 
several  States,  beginning  with  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  were,  by  the  President  of  the  Senate 
opened  and  delivered  to  the  tellers  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  by  whom  they  were  read,  exct-pt  the  State  of 
Indiana;  and  when  the  certificate  of  the  Electors  of 
that  State  was  opened,  an  objection  was  made  by  Mr. 
Taylor  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
from  the  Slate  of  New  York,  on  the  ground  '  that  the 
votes  of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  Presi- 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  (having 
been  given  previous  to  the  admission  of  that  State  into 
the  Linion  )  ought  not  to  be  received  and  counted." 

Whereupon.on  motion,  by  Mr.  V^H.-fUM,  the  Sen- 
ate returned  to  their  own  Chamber;  and  the  following 
message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  Dougherty  their  Clerk- 

"'  Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives  is 
ready  to  procwd  to   make  out   and   complete  a  list  of 
he  votes  tor  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
1  ItQ  inKlant.' 

"The  two  Houses  of  Congress  having  again  as- 
sembled in  the  Representaiives'  Chamber,  and  the 
certificate  of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
having  been  opened  by  the  President  of  the  Senate 
was  delivered  to  the  teUers  appointed  for  the  purpose' 


who,  having  examined  and  ascertained  the  whole  num- 
ber  of  votes,  presented  a  list  thereof  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  which  waa  read  as  follows : 


President. 

For  Vice  President. 
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New  Hampshire 

8 

_ 

8 

"■^^ 

Massachusetts  - 

22 

22' 

Rhode  Island    - 

4 

4 

Connecticut 

^ 

9 

5 

4 

Vermont 

8 

_ 

8 

New  York 

29 

_ 

29 

New  Jersey 

8 

— 

8 

i 

Pennsylvania   - 

25 



25 

1 

Delaware 

_ 

3 

1 

3 

Maryland 

8 

_ 

8 

Virginia 

25 

_ 

25 

North  Carolina 

15 

_ 

15 

South  Carolina 

n 

_ 

11 

Georgia 

8 

^_ 

R 

Kentucky 

12 

_ 

12 

Tennessee 

8 

_ 

8 

Ohio 

8 

_, 

8 

Louisiana 

3 

3 

Indiana 

3 

i 

3 

' 

Total 

183 

34 

183 

22  1  5 

1 

* 

3 

,n«'^'*t^^°'*'   ""™b"  of  vote*  being   217,  of  which 
109  make  a  majority. 

"Whereupon,  Mr.  Barbour,  submitted  the  following 
motion,  which  was  read  and  considered: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Journal  of  the  proceeding!  of 
the  Senate  on  yesterday,  so  far  as  they  are  connected 
with  the  service  of  counting  the  ballou  for  President 
and  \  ice  President  of  ihe  United  Stales,  be  made  up 
in  conformity  to  the  precedenU  heretofore  established 
in  similar  cases." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined  in  ttie  negative— yeas  12,  nays  20. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  yeas  and  nayi 
being  desired  by  one  fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 
those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Chace,  Dana.  Fromentin,  Lacock,  Macon, 
Noble,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  and 
V  arnum. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 
Messrs.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  Daggett,  Gail- 
lard,  Goldsborougb,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Horsey.  Howell, 
Hunter.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, Morrow.  Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Wil- 
liams, and  Wilson. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned 
until  to-morrow. 
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i  Friday,  February  21. 
jMr.  WiLi^iAMs,  from  the  Committee  on  Mill 
tyy  Affairsj  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
I 


enti- 


y  ""-'-I  

d  "An  ac|  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American 
ptives  ofrihe  Jate  war,"  reported  it  without 
li^ndmeot- 

Mr.  WiLt'AMs,  from  the  same  committee,  to 

iom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 

yre  in  ceAain  cases  the  bounty  in  land  to  the 

irs  of  dec«tesed  soldiers;  and  the  bill  was  read, 

passed  t|)  the  second  reading. 

r.  Ca.mjjbell.  from    the  Committee  of  Fi- 

.^  -e,  who  )^ere  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the 

.   1^  h  instant;  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 

}  »5i;ict,entitl»d  "An  act  further  tj)  provide  for  the 

c\^l<?ction   of  duties   on    imports   and    tonnage," 

pf^^ed  the  3*1  day  of  March,  1815,  and  for  other 

p$f poses;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 


J  tli|'teecond  r»^adiDg. 


>Jr.  ChacJ:,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
I  cJi  tV,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
I  '^  u  instanit  reported  a  bill  providing  an  addi- 
'  t;'laal  comp'jnsation  to  the  circuit  judge  of  the 

tales;  and  the  bill 


ci 

Si 


\  sij^b  circuit. of  the  United    , 

.  •«*>•'  read,  anil  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
J     -Mr.  CAMPiBELL,  from   the   Committee  on   Fi- 
;  Hyfce,  to   wjom   was  referred  the   bill,  entitled 
'.  "^^'  'ct  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
j  G-y^erLmentjior  the  year  1817,  reported  it  with 

^dmentsi  which  were  read. 

[I'he  PHEsfjDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
■Secretart'  of  the  Navy   Department,  trans- 
fer t|e  use  of  the  members  of  the  Senate 


concerning  the  navigaiion  of  the  United  Slates" 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctlV 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  agreeably  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  ihe 
17th  iDsiant,  for  instructing  the  Committee  oq 
Military  Affairs  to  report  to  the  Senate  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wil- 
LIA.M8.  the  consideration  thertrof  was  further  post- 
poned  to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

iThe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Barbour,  the  bill  was  recoramitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Vyhole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 


^^Og  ,  .^v.,-... 

fif-T  ;copies  oi  the  Register  of  the  Officers  of  the 
N.iry  of  the  XJnited  States,  in  conformity  with 
•th^sesolutior'of  December  illh,  1815;  and   the 
jlef^  r  was  rea^. 

f  Mr.  Tait  gjive  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
(asj^  (eave  to  i^ring  in  a  bill  altering  the  time  for 
^tht'irtext  meeODg  of  Congress. 
I  'iJje  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
*reji''t  of  the'  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
♦wfi^^  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Edward 
|rick  and-  others,  officers  of  the  late  United 
fs  brig  Cjjippewa.  Whereupon, 
folred,  Iriat  the  memorialists  have  leave  to 
Uraw  theij-  memorial. 

\.i  bill  to;Jivide  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
■Dlt^itwo  judi"tial  districts,  was  read  the  second 

.  I  le  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
Uvi  of  John  J.  Yarnall,  was  read  the  second 
tant^. 

'/;  \t  bill  to  ( 
^rrr'-Aent  for  tl{e  eastern    part  of  the   Mississ'ippi 
Tefytory,  wa-jread  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

"^e  bill  to  stt  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  pub- 
l^cjrids  for  thf  encouragement  of  the  cultivation 
(if  1^-  vine,  an;i  other  exotic  plants  thereon,  hav- 
iiigifjeien  reporjed  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
5(ro'i'd,  was  rejsd  a  third  time. 

ifj'^lved,  Tfcat  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
iber  df  be,  "Ap  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of 
<|er|,  in  public  ^nds  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
(Tu:.^  fition  of  \i^e  vine  and  olive." 

't'  t  amendt^ents  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 


\t  bill  to  €f  tablish  a  separate  Territorial  gov- 


of  Sarah  Dewees,  and  no  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenia tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  'An  act  repealing  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  safekeeping  and  accommodation 
of  prisoners  of  war,'  passed   July  6,  1812;"  a  bill 
entitled  ''An  act  making  provision  for  the  support 
of  ihe  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1817" 
a  bill  eniiiled  "An  act  making  additional  appro- 
priations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  army  and 
mihtia  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  ;" 
a   bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy  Deparimenis;"a  bill.enti- 
tied  '-An  act  treeing  from  postage  all   letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  James  Madison  ;"  a  bill  enti- 
Ued   '-An   act   to  authorize  the  extension  of  the 
Co  umbia   turnpike  road    within   the  District  of 
Columbia  ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the 
compensation  ot  the  district  attorney  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts  ;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1817."  in 
which   bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
oenaie. 

The  eight  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  act  en- 
titled An  act  for  the  safekeeping  and  accommo- 
dation ol  prisoners  of  war,'  passed  July  the  6th, 
lal^,  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
^'^'^''^D'' a°J  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  10  consider  and  report  ihereoa. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  1817,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
rinance.  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  army 
and  militia  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain," was  read  the  second  time  by  una-  imous  con- 
sent, arid  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,'"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  ex- 
tenaon  of  the  Columbia  turnpike  road  within  the 
District  of  Columbia."  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  com- 
pensation of  the  district  attorney  for  the  district 
of  Massachusetts,"  was  read  a  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1817,"  was  read  the  second 
Ume  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  freeing  from  postage 
all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  James  Madi- 
son, was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent. 

iir'^^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
a  subscription  for  an  additional  volume  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  distribu- 
tion thereof;  and  no  amendment  havinc  been 
made  thereto,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House; 
and  on  motion,  by  .Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  con- 
^  'r?"o°  ^h"^""*^"^  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  purchase  and  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  Preside.nt  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

\vT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  hospital  surgeons  and  hospital 
surgeons  mates  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
together  wuh  the  amendment  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Lacock.  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  fifth  day  of  March 
next.  ^ 

ixrT'\^  ^f"*'^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Cazeau. 
late  merchant  of  Montreal;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  Preside.nt  report- 
ed It  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 


Saturday,  February  22. 
Mr.  WiLLrA.Ms,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
ilary  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution 
ol  the  5th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  'An 
act  for  organizing  the  General  Staff,  and  making 
further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States ;  '  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

.Mr.  .Mason,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  certain  banks  within  the  District  of 
Columbia  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Maso.n,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  renort  a  bill  to  extend  the 
charters  of  certain  banks  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  parsed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLso.N  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Rowles,   praying   relief  in   consideration   of  his 
having  been  maimed  while  in  the  public  service 
in  the  Ordnance  Department;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  consider  and   report   thereon   by  bill  or 
otherwise. 
j      Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Tait  asked   and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for 
I  the  next  meeting  of  Congress;  and  the  bill  was 
I  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
I      Mr.   Noble,  from   the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Reed  and  others,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  reservation  at  the  Lower  Rapids   of  San- 
dusky ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLLiA.MS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  repealing  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
lor  the  safekeeping  and  accommodation  of  pris- 
oners ol  war,'  passed  July  the  6th,  1812,"  reported 
It  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  secure,  in  certain  cases,  the  bounty 
in  land  to  the  heirs  of  deceased  soldiers,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  providing  an  additional  compensation 
to  the  circuit  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  an  additional 
volume  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for 
the  distribution  thereof;  and  on  motion^  by  Mr. 
Daggett,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
j  postponed  until  Monday  next. 
I  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  making  res- 
ervation of  certain  public  lands  to  supply  timber 
for  naval  purposes;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  lo  the  House 
accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coraramee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  for  the  lands  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
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>the  sale  c^  certain  lands  therein  described;  and 
.  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto  the 
J^fREsiDEf*^  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and 
f^it  was  ordered  to  he  engrossed  and   read  a  third 

*tjnie. 

The  Seiiate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
rt  TV  hole,  live  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
jjffct  supplfraeatary  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act 
ijctoncerninj  the  Naval  Establishment;'"  and  no 
;^mendme,,t  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Phes- 
•JJPENT  repined  it  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a 
-•«jiird  readjng. 

'* :  The  bil5  to  provide  for  the  purchase  and  distri- 
ution  of  9he  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  was  read 
:  third  time,  the  blank  filled  with  -800."  and 
i,issed.       '  ' 

:The  biljfor  the  benefit  of  the  legal  repre«<enta- 
Lves  of  Francis  Cazeau,  late  merchant  of  Mon- 
t,eai,  was  J-ead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
^The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Vbole.  thy  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
J#ct  to  set  upart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent  fund 
^  mierna}  improvements,  the  bonus  of  the  Na- 
tional Banic  and  the  United  States  share  of  its 
tvidends.'' 

lOn  motivn,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  con- 
-leration  ijhereof  was  postponed  to,aud  made  the 
';|nier  of  th.J  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 
4,rT^^  Senile  resumed,  as   in  Committee  of  the 
.;|Vhole,  the.considention  of  the  bill,  entitled  -An 


Febbdahy,  1817. 


ir:!/!'V!'!  r''!''  °''  P*'*^  Holland;"  and  no  amend- 

the  Preside.nt 


mLcJ.  for  the  lelief  of  Park  Holland;"  i 
ijiient  havifcg  been  made  thereto,  t 
^^•|ioried  it  Jo  the  House,  and  it  pas 
'fading,      t 

^jThe  Senpte  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
.J.hole,  thevconsideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
«1  to  ameirJ  the  act  authorizing  the  payment  for 
♦tfperty  lo>|,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
9l>ie  in  th^  military  service  of  the  United  States 

f^'U?,'  "'hfuf'^'P'''^"'  ^""^'^^  "'6  ninth  of  April. 
U'lb,  togtjher  with  the  amendments  reported 
Ueretoby  ^e  select  committee ;  and  on  motion. 
^^  Mr.  Sa.nvord.  the  further  consideration  thereof 
5^.^  postpoi;ed  until  Monday  next 

'iV'^  ^'".  ^"'  ."'^  '^''^f  of  Sarah  Dewees  was 

^to9  8oTi""^^'   ^"'^    '^^    ^'^"^    ^"^"^    "^'^^ 
yOn  the  question.  -Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  was 
■||termined  fn  the  negative. 
*•  The  Senajte  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
T;  uule,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
*jf^  punish njent  of  crimes  and  oflTences  committed 
l^tliin  the  Ijidian  boundaries,  together  with  the 
-,,ij?ndment>  reported  thereto  by  tiie  Committee 
Mhe  Judi<;iary;  and,  the  amendments  havintr 
«i  agreed  :to,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
iT^l!*^*^  Huustt  accordingly;  and,  the  amendments 
1,  ving  been.concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
l^  I  ngrossed,  and  read  a  third  time, 
irhe  Seni^ie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'^jl^o  e   the  consideration  of  the  bill  auihorizina 
^i,els  departing  frura  the  town  of  the  Bayou  Sp 
ij,  and  lilt  basin  of  the  Canal  De  Carondelet' 
foreign  pv^ris,  to  clear  out  at  the  custom-house 
'5'e  city  1,1  New  Orleans;  and,  no  amendment 
■'/Dg  beenpade  thereto,  the  President  report- 


ed  ic  to  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  con.^ideration  of  the  resolution  direct- 
ing a  building  to  be  erected  for  the  use  of  the  Li 
brary  of  Congress;  and.  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House;  and  on  ihequestion,  "Shall  this  res- 
olution be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  erititled  'An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners;" a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  toaraend  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  making  further  provision  for  mil- 
itary services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes;'  also  a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  respect- 
ing  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  ceriain  officers 
of  the  Army  of  the    United   States;"  ,o   which 
bi  Is  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill  which  orio.nated 
m  the  Senate,  entitled  '"An  act  granting  a  pension 
^   Commodore   Richard  Taylor,"   wuh    imend- 
menis;  ,„  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  oenate. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 

m  ,hi"h  M  r"''  ''^'^'  "'^"^'"  "^  Representatives 

to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

1  he  three  bills  la>t  brought  up  lor  concurrence 

were  read,  and  they  severally  passed  to  the  second 

...I,  ,     ,  f  e,^"  "'""0"  ^'y  ^'Ir-GoLDSBORocoH,  theActinjr 

.^sed  to  a  third     Secretary  of  War  was  requested  to  la'y  before  the 

benate  the  probable  amount  of  the  claim  of  the 
fttateof  Maryland,  for  military  services  during 
the  late  war,  and  such  information  as  be  may  be 
in  possession  of  on  the  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  i.i  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the 


bill  in  addition 


H 


to  an  act,  entitled  '"An  act  for   the  more  conve- 
nient taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in  civil  causes 
depending  in  the  courts  of  the   United  States;" 
and,  no  amendments  having  been  made  ti.ereto. 
the  President  reported   the   bill  to  the  House 
third  tim"  "'^"''  ''  ^'  "''grossed,  and  read  a' 

Mr.  Campbell,  from   the  Committee  on   Fi- 
nance, comraunicared    the   correspondence  with 
he  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of 
he  national  currency;  which   was  read,  ind  or- 
dered ,0  be  printed  for  the  use  of  ihe  Senate. 
Whnll  H   ^'^  resm„ed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  divide  the 
aiate  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judical  districts; 
and   noamendmeni  having  been  made  thereto,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  following  Message  was  received  Irom  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
7o  ihe  Senate  of  the  United  States .■ 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
otate.  coniplj,ing  with  their  resolution  of  the  -^Oth  mst. 

„  JA.MtS  MAUISUN. 

rcBBUAir  22,  1817. 

The   Message  and   report   therein    mentioned 
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were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Philadelphia  Society  for  promoting  American 
Manufactures,  praying  the  tariff  of  duties  estab- 
lished at  the  last  session,  particularly  on  cotton 
and  woollen  goods,  may  be  rendered  permanent, 
and  that  wholesome  provisions  for  preventin<y 
evasions  of  the  revenue  laws  may  be  enacted,  fo^ 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Vahndm  gave  notice  that,  at  the  next  sit- 
ting of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  tenth  volume  of  the  public  documents. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  J.  Yarnall ; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives 
of  the  late  war  ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment lor  the  year  1817,"  tojether  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by"  the  Committee 
on  Finance;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  with  further  amendments,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams  gave  notice  that,  at  the  next  sit- 
ting of  ihe  Senate,  he  should  -isk  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  compensating  Peter  Hagner. 

Mr.  Sanford  pre.sented  the  petition  of  Nicho- 
las Boom,  who  was  a  private  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
praying  a  pension  in  consideration  of  his  services 
and  sufferings,  as  staled  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 


Monday,  February  24. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War, 
showing  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys  appropri- 
ated lor  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Military 
Establishment,  for  the  year  1816;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  Governor  Plumer,  presenting  to  the  Senate 
a  map  ot  New  Hampshire,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State;  and 
the  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  compensation  of  the  district 


attorney  for  the  district  of  Massachusetts,"  re- 
ported  it  without  amendment/ 

Mr.  Varndm  asked  and  obtAined  leave  to  brin» 
in  a  bill,  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  print* 
ingof  the  tenth  volumeof  public  documents;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
1 3  bring  in  a  bill  to  establrsh  post  roads;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  same  committee  who 
were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  to 
inquire  into  ihe  expediency  of  increasing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  postmaster  at  Newark^ New  Jer- 
sey, reported  the  following  resolution  ;  which  was 
read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  the  postmaster  at  Newark,  in  New 
Jersey. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  -'An  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  passed  the  third  day  of  March, 
1815,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '=An  act  respecting  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  The  Army 
of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time 
and   referred   to   the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  making  further  provision  for  mili- 
tary services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
lo  the  same  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morrow  submitted  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  Malyne  Baker.  Whereupon,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing  Malyne  Baker,  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hardin,  it  was  agreed  to 
suspend  the  llih  rule  for  conducting  busmess  in 
the  Senate: 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Hahdin  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  business  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
certain  cases;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  for  organizing  the 
General  Staff,  and  making  further  provision  for 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  puni.shinent  of  crimes 
and  offences  commitied  within  the  Indian  bound- 
j  aries,  was  read  a  third  time. 
I      On  the  question.  "  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?"  it  was 
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aetermini'd  in  the  affirtoalive— yeas  17,  nays  13,  |  motion  of  the  17ih  instant    fi^T^T^""^""^"^ 
^s  follows:  \rnrr..^.,,  L,  .J'  '°'   instruciiDff  the 

Y«.s-Me.srs.   Barbour.   Brown,  Chace,  Da.gett,     Ped^cT    'e' M.iua  v7e/^p"  '^r'?'''  '  ''^  '- 
ardm.  Horsey.  Howell.   Hunter,   Macon.  Main  o      United  S^tales     an  f  nnr^'K^'r.^'"^"'  "'   '^^ 

Kjoiiea  oiates,  and,  on  motion  by  xMr.  Williams 
be  consideration  thereof  was  further  poMponed 
to.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  tomorrow 
Ihe  benaie  resumed  the  coosideraiion  of  the 
bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  an  addiiional 
volume  of  .he  Laws  of  the  United  State'  aoi?o 
the  distribution  thereof;  and  .he  bill  having  been 

wTn^  ^!"*'^  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 

t^e  Stat    .7-?°"^"'"°°  °^  '^^  ^^'^  ^°  »'^'hor!ze 

be  btate  of  Tenne:,see  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 

■  ties  on  certain  entries   and  locations  orianS 

herein  described,  together  with  the  amendment 

reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee  •  and  on 

motion  by  Mr.  Bhow.n,  the  further  con  idera.ion 

thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

WhnT    •k"'"'*'  "^"fn«^J.  a=>  'n  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 

act  to  amend  the  act  auihonziog  th    paymentfor 


^   Pardin,  Horsey.  Howell.   Hunter,   Macron.' '.Ma^n  of 
„  >  irgima,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Stoke«,   Talbot,  Taylor 

i^roup,  and  WiJJjama. 
^    .    Nats— .Messrs.  Ashmun.   Condit,   Gaillard,  King 

*    «   '^'^^Vl^.^*'°  ""^  ^J^  Hampehue,  Morrow,  Roberta] 
Jfmith,  Th,)mp8on,  Tich^or,  Varnum,  and  Wikon. 

fi\  ^°u''  ''■^'  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
^bliat  the  tide  thereof  be  '-An  act  to  provide  for  the 
I  minishment  of  crimes  and  offences  committed 
ij^ithin  the  Indian  boundaries." 

ill  "^.^^  ^'"  ^'^^^°S  reservation  of  certain  public 
,|)ndsto  supply  timber  lor  naval  purposes,  hav- 
vjog  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
Ji^ossed  wias  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
yjfere  fillet). 

T.^/iesolv€4.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
.  hereof  be  "An  act  making  reservation  of  certain 
ifibhc   laads   to   supply   timber   for   naval   pur- 


ies. 


11 


.'  >^ 

:,  )  The  bilf  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
;  tyorlor  the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
;^Jississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain 
,  f 'Is  iherfin  described,  was  read  a  third  time, 
;,  Ad  the  bUnks  were  filled. 

jBesolveU.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  tale 

L^reol  be  -An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment 

.'  I; a  surveyor  for  the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of 

■1  .^Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain 

J  i{jds  ihere,n  described.'' 

i   S'n^nf^R  «"'^9,''Z'"g  vessels  departing  from  the 
»  .Jvn  of  Bayou  St.  John  and  basin  of  The  Canal 
*  ..Laronddet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at 
}U  custom-house,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans    | 
-lias  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ''  ' 

\  The  bill  ;n  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  -'An  act 
fjt;the  mor^  convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and 
J^.l  in  civi    causes,  depending  in  the  courts  of 

tssFd"         ""  ^""^  '"'^   *  '^'''^  "'"^'  »"J 

The  bill  i;o  divide  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 

llD  tWn   nil  i/«iol   ><i, •.:... .  .    .  '. 


\ 


^If  ,h'!°K^i"'*f"l'^'''"'''-  ^^^  ''^^  a  third  time, 
^fl  I  ^  h^'  ^^'"'"'^  ^^^°  fi"ed,  the  bill  was 
uluended  by  unanimous  consent. 

J/reT/'hf 'i?^'  '^'^  ^'"  P*^^'  ^^^  '^^^'  'he  title 
U^e-reof  be  -^An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Penn- 

tAlrania  into  two  judicial  districts." 
.Hhe   bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
JJ.?s  of  John  J.   Yarnall,  deceased,  was  read  a 
»rd  lime,  ajod  passed. 

>|The  bill  eiititled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
J  i  entitled  ;-An  act  concerning  the  Naval  Es- 

7  '^r'Tu^^'  ^^'  '■^^'^  *  ^^''^  ""ie>  and  passed. 
f  ?he  b.  1  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Park 

Wif°K'n  '^*'  '^^^  *  'h'^'^  ^'°i^.  and  passed. 

^  I'he  bill  epiuled  "An  act  relating  to  the  ran- 
s,  j|  01  Ameiican  captives  of  the  late  war,'"  was 
rx  u  a  third  Mme,  and  passed. 

:  (Ir.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Forei'^n 
n  ations,  io<  whom  was  recommitted  the  bUl 
ei  uled  "An.act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the 

S  l?h  ''^''''T  °^  '^^  ^'^^'^  Stated,'  repored 
n  ^ij  ih  anienlmentf ;  which  were  read. 

Ue  benatf  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


whil..  in  ih-.  U.  I  . '       "^""y«^ii  oy  ine  enemy 

while  la  the  military  service  of  the  United  Slates 
and  for  other  purpose.,  parsed  the  ninth  of  Apri  ' 

therein  W"  i^"^   '^'  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee.  ^ 

.n]l,i  ^^"'"^•^  ^^^  requested  to  lake  the  Chair 
and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to   the 

reporZ'to't'h""^?^'  '■''  ^'*'^'  an^fthe  biu'^t 
Ques   on     '  ^h   M  °r  ^'^'^"''I'ngiy-     And,  on  the 
and     (?«'k  II  ^''."'^'""""'^"'■"'^  be  engrossed 
and    he  bill   read  a  third   time  as  amended?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  afl5rmat*ve 

The  PREaiDE.NT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  War.  made  incompliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the22d  instant 
requesting  him  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  0^1 
bab le  amount  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, for  miluia  services  during  the  laie  war  and 
such  mformat.on  as  he  may  be  in  posses![on  of 
on  that  subject;"  and  the  report  was^eld 

wLr.  th"''"  ''T"'"^^  "*  '°  Committee  of  the 
Z^  i  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment  lor  the  year  1S17  ;"  and  a  ter  pro<n^ess 
he  further  consideration  thereof  was  postXed 
until  to-morrow.  p^aij'uueu 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

f^Tln'r^^'r'  "'^'  ''''  HouseTave  pa  Jed 
un.  !.'"^    ^^°    *''  directing  the  tran^ler  of 
unclaimed  pensions,  and  lim,iin|  the  payment  a 
the   Treasury   only  ;"  a  bill  en.uled  -An  act  to 

mTand  anV'"';"'"^*^'^  "^'  act  granting  bouni.  3 

•   eer.°n,       .''V'\f*y  '"  '^^'»'°  Canadian  volun- 

Ict  ma^n'^"'  ^^^*^'^'  1816,"  a  bill  en.uled  "An 

nnl^?,     ^  an  appropriation  for  opening  and  cut- 

ng  out  a  rjad  therein  described  ;"  also^a  bill  en- 

n  wl.^h  n''    ''  '^'  ^^'"'^  "f  "^'*"»   officers;" 
Senate  ^^  '''^""'  '^^  concurrence  of  the 

n»Pi/T^''^'  ^^'^  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

vvl T     u   *^^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
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act  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and  packets  to 
and  from  James  Madison;"  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  President  report- 

b 

the  Dill  was  read,  and  passe 

Mr.  Wells  presented  the  petition  of  „a.v. 
Briggs,  praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, as  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee  ;  and  com- 
pensation for  exploring  and  ascertaining  the  topo- 
graphy of  a  post  route  from  Washington  City  to 
New  Orleans,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,and  referred  to  the  Committeeof  Claims, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  RuGQLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Enoch 
Barnum.  praying  a  pension,  for  reasons  stated  in 
the  petition;  which  was  read,and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Patterson,  of  Jefferson  county,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  who  was  a  second  lieutenant  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  State.-^,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  praying  relief  in  consid- 
eration of  his  having  been  severely  wounded  while 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 


■r^fsr^. 


ToESDAT,  February  25. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed    

a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com-  '  »e8"»on 
mittee  to  examine  and  report  to  their  respective 
Houses  what  business  is  pending  before  them,  and 
what  is  indispensable  toact  upon  previous  to  their 
adjournment,  and  have  appointed  a  committee 
on  their  part  ;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times  by   unanimous  consent,  and   concurred   in 
and  Mr.  Wil30.n  and  Mr.  Tait  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  their  pan. 

The  President  communicated  the  general  ac- 
couiit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  from 
the  Isl  of  April,  1815,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1816 
as  also  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partrnents,  from  ihe  1st  of  October,  1815,  to  the 
Ist  of  October.  1816,  together  with  the  reports 
thereon  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Frederick 
i<olley,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 


-.  ..-v.^.„„o  „.  uic  vomica  otates;  tfj»< 
when  any  table  will  not  admit,  with  the  u.se^  me 
amaller  type  of  compression  into  that  size,  they  shall 
be  so  printed  as  to  fold  conveniently  into  the  volume. 
Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  lAiT.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '-'An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  ihe  United  States,  for  the  year  1817  re- 
ported It  without  amendment.  ' 

^^•"t^iLLiAMs,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
t.ed  "An  act  respecting  the  pay  and  emoluments 
ol  certain  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
^'»;^^    reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  making  further 
provision  for  military  services  durin^r  the  late 
war  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported'' the  same 
with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson, 
and  Oeorge  Hicks,  assistanU  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund,  two  dollars  a  day  for  each  day  they  may 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress  ;  and  that  Charles  Tim:*  be  allowed  one 
hundred   dollars  for  his  attendance  during  the  present 


Jiesolced,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  dig. 
allowed. 

Mr  Wilson  submitted  the  followingresolution 
which  was  read : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That   the   Secretary   of  the  Senate    and 


Mr.  Chace  presented  the  memorial  of  Nathan- 
iel Cutting,  praying  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  reservation  of  military  bounty  lands,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  long  and  faithful  public  services  • 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  an  ad- 
ditional volume  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  for  the  distribution  thereof,  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  commitiee  correctly  engrossed,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Vahnc.m,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  tomorrow. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  -'An  act 
to  amend  the  act  'authorizing  the  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, while  in  the  miliiary  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  the  ninth 
ol  April,  1816,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  re.'!umed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  compensation  of  the  postmaster  at 
Newark,  New  Jersey.     Whereupon, 
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Besdlved,  That  it    is   inexpedient    lo  increase 
the  cotnpensaiion  of  the  posiraaster  at  Newark 
io  New  Jersey.  ' 

The  bill  eniided  "Ad  act  freeing  from  postage 
all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  James  Madi- 
son." wvas  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Mibscribers  to  cer- 
tain bas.ks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read 
the  second  time 


5 


February,  1817, 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ••An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gor 
ernment  for  the  year  1817  ;  and  after  further  nro- 
gres^,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Troup,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted   the  following  motion 
lur  consideration : 

Mr.  Mason,  cf  Virginia,   submiMed    sundry    .i,^c"ti  I^L^tlZTT  T  »""•»"•  >>•  •"- 

nks.and,  on  his  motion   iho  furthor  «on.;j..-  _.      ^  ^ 


-v   state  ^^ 

jl{  banks:. and,  on  his  motion,  the  further  cons ider- 
;{.  ation  o.^  the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
:j{  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow;  and  the  state- 
!j,  ments  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
♦M  Senate. T 

*       Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
;    -  tary  Affairs,  i„  whom    the  .suhj»-ct   was   referred 
;    ,  reportecl  a  bill   for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Wil- 
^    I  liana  B.|.arter;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
:;  •  to  ibes(|Cond  reading. 

;,  ;      The  lull  aiving  th"e  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
•   J  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  reservation  at 
the  lowqr  rapids  of  Sandusky,  was  read  the  sec- 
^    ond  iim^. 

The    bill    authorizing  a   subscription    for    the 


i 
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^    ^  prioting.of  the  tenih  volume  of  public  documents 
,'^     was  redo;  the  second  time.  ' 

»  '  wT'7  ''^•t"^'^   resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

r  •  VVh.jie.  (lie  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  '"An 

•-  ; ?«='  'o/^'-t  apart  and  pledge  as  a  permanent  fund 

,  tvT  'nternal   improvements,  the  bonus  of  tlie  Na- 

'^Slndi:"''''"'^'^^"''^'^'^'^^'^^-^^''^^ 

^  On  mcjiion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  consideration 
,  thereof  v^as  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
'  order  for'to-morrow. 

,jj     Thebi|ll   to  establish  post   roads  was  read   the 
•<   fsecood  tipie. 

•  I   '^''''  *"!!•  '?  P:f '^P"'  'he  discontinuance  of  the 
;  .bu;'ness   ,f  ib.  Supreme  Court  in  certain  cases' 

was  readlihe  second  time. 
V   .The  bijl  compensating  Peter  Hagaer  was  read 
J,    the  secofijl  time. 

'it   .1  T'!.*a'"^'  eut'tled  an  act  to  amend  an  act,  enti- 
^^lieu     An  act  graniing  bounties  in  land  and  extra 
•.pay  10  certain   Canadian  volunteers,"  passed  5th 
^Warch,  lil6,  was  read  the  secoud  time,  and  re- 
•^  erred    tofhe   Committee  on  the   Public   Lands, 
^.tp  considty  and  report  thereon, 
-vj  Tt.e  bill  eriiiiled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
UUm   officers,"  xvas  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
jlfcrred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Military  Aff.irs,  to 
,|<onHder  a  ad  report  thereon. 
*j-  Tf.e  bili  enliiled  -'An  act  making  an  appropria- 
Li.on  lor  njak.ng  and   cutting  out  a  road    therein 
adescribed,^  was  read  the  secund  time,  and  referred 
Fr  1k^  <=i';*'"'"«^^  'o  whom  was  referred  so  much 
'•■J    the   Message  of  the   President   of  the  United 

>iates  as  ^e  aies  to  roads  and  canals,  to  consider 

"od  report;  thereon. 

.The  bill; entitled  "An  act  directing  the  transfer 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  ol  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands 
therein  described,  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee,  and  on 
rnotion  by  Mr.  Stokes,  the  further  coosideraiion 
ihereot  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

MILITARY  PE.ACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17tli  instant,  for  instruc.ing  the 
Commilite  on  Military  Adairs  to  report  to  the 
Senate  a  bill  to  reduc-  the  Military  P,ace  Estab- 
lisnment  of  the  United  States;  and  the  same  hav- 
ing beep  amended,  by  leaving  the  number  a  blank 
by  striking  out  the  word  "dve,"  and  insertina 
alter  -  erigineers,"  in  the  last  line  "and  of  topo"*- 
grapliical  engineers;'  ' 

Mr.  Uahbour  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution  to  the  4th  of  March  neit. 

I  cannot  forbear  (.Mr.  B.  said)  to  express  my 
surprise  that  a  measure  of  such  imj)ortance  ^hoald 
be  brought  forward  at  the  very  termination  of 
the  session,  when  it  is  palpable  the  few  remain- 
ing days  will  be  entirely  insufficient  for  the  or- 
dinary but  indispensable  business  of  le-^islaiion 

Has  any    event  occurred    whose   etTects  have 
placed   this    subject   on    a  fooling  diflerent   from 
that  on  which  It  stood  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session  ?     if  u  has,  let  us  hear  it,  if  not,  how 
will  the  gentleman  account  for  the  delay  ?     How 
has  It  happened  that  he  has  not  brought  it  belore 
me  Senate  at  an  earlier   period,  when    it   might 
have  received  that  full  discussion  and  del.berlte 
decision    in   both    branches   of    the    Legislature 
which  its  importance,  and  I  will  add  a  respect  for 
the    Army    iiseK,    imperiously    required.     It    is 
known  to  you  also,  Mr.  President,  that  the  other 
House  has  already  refused  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject.    I\o  beneficial  end  can  result  from  a  further 
consumption  of  time  m  discussing  it,  and  hence 
I    have  made  the   motion  just  submitted.     Not 
having  intended  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate  to- 
day  on  the  merits  of  the  question  of  disbanding 
the  Army,  I   feel  a  reluctance  i»  involving  my- 
sell  m  the  discussion,    particularly  when  I  know 
how  (ormiJable  is   my  antagonist,  and   when  I 
perceive,   too,   that  he   has  armed  himself  at  all 
points  with  dates,  md  fact.,  and  calculations,  to 
sustain  him  ,n  hi.  onset;   yet,  seeing   no   other 


.  The  Sei^te  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the    '^The'^'honnr^hio         .i 

me  I      ine  Honorable  gentleman  commences  by  de. 
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daring   that  standing   armies  are   incompatible 
with  the  theory  of  the  Government  and  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people.     It  is  true,  sir,  when  they  are 
unnecessarily   kept   on  foot,  and  from    their  ex- 
tent, are  calculated  to  excite  just  apprehensions, 
that  they  may  be   turned  against  the  liberties  of 
their  country.     This  sentiment  I  feel  as  strongly 
as  any  man   in  the   Republic,  and   would  most 
zealously,  were  it  necessary,  cherish   its  growth. 
But  it  is  not.  sir;  it  is  as  old  as  the  hills,  derives 
strength  from  the  uniform   and   disastrous  result 
in  every  nation  which   has  been  unfortunate  and 
improvident  enough  to  try  it,  and  has  become  a 
settled  axiom   in    the  creed  of  every  republican. 
But  can  it  be  seriously   said,   when   reference  is 
bad  to  the  vast  and   almost  boundless  extent  of 
our  territory,  and  the  state  of  the  world  in  gen- 
eral, and  our  own  particular  relations  especially, 
that  the  small  Army  we  have  is  » iiher  unneces- 
sary or  in  any  degree  dangerous  to  liberty  ?     Sir. 
when   our   military  force   is  divided  among  the 
various  garrisons,  scattered  from  Maine  to  Or- 
leans, he   must   indeed   be   most  eaMly  affrighted 
who  sees  anything  in  such   a  force  unfriendly  to 
our  free  institutions. 

The  gentleman,  indeed,  says  that  the  regular 
increase  of  our  Military  Establishment  furnishes 
ju.si  cause  of  alarm.  Is  not  this  the  inseparable 
concomiiant  of  extended  empire.and  the  vast  ex- 
pansion of  our  affairs  ? 

At  the  commencement  of  our  Government  our 
revenue  did  not  exceed  §3.000.000  ;  the  last  year 
it  was  but  little  short  of  $50,000,000.  Our  terri- 
tory has  been  more  than  doubled,  our  population 
quadrupled,  and  our  resources,  individual  and 
national,  multiplied  in  a  ratio  which  almost 
eludes  cab:ulation.  What  would  have  been  ex- 
cessive then,  is  moderate  now.  Then  we  were 
the  infant  Hercules,  rocked  in  his  cradle;  now 
we  are  the  lull-grown  man.  successfully  contend- 
ing wiih  the  fifty-headed  hydra. 

The  genileman    tells   you  his  measure,  if  suc- 
cessful, will  diminish  your  expenditures,  and  con- 
sequently your   taxes— popular    language  gener- 
ally.    But  a  wise  Government,  exercising  a  pru- 
dent foresight,  and  fulfilling  the  just  expectation 
of  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  will  encounter 
a  present    sacrifice    for    a  commensurate   future 
good.     I  think,  however,  the  gemleman's  caK  u- 
laiions  are  entirely  erroneous  as  to  the  reduction 
proposed.     The  real  amount  necessary  to   keep 
up  the    present  establishment,  is  not  as  is  repre- 
sented upwards  of  S6  000.000-11  does  not  exceed 
between  $3,000,000  and   $4  000,000.     The  error 
results  from  the  blending  expenses  for  other  ob- 
jects with  the  support   of  the  Army.     Arsenals, 
Joriihcaiions,  arms,  munitions,  dec  ought  not  to 
be  charged  lo  the  Army;  it   is   not  compatible 
with  fair   argument  so   to  do;  and   yet   it   is   by 
this  mode  of  calculation  the  gnnileman  is  brouahi 
to  this  result  of  $6000.000  or  $7,000  000.     Whlit- 
ever   may  be  the  deduction,  the  savintr  will  not 
be  in  proportion   to  the  numljer  dismissed  of  an 
army.     As  it  is  necessary  lur  even  the  skeleton 
ol  an  army  to  have  a  staff  of  considerable  extent 
the  saving  could  not  exceed  $1,500,000.     But  let 


the  cost  or  the  saving  be  what  it  may,  if  the  pres- 
ent force  be  necessary,  it  must  be  kept  up.    That 
It  IS  necessary,  I  proceed  lo  show.     You  are  sur- 
rounded     to  say    nothing   of  numerous   warlike 
tribes    of  Indians,  by    two   powerful    neighbors 
We  are.  it  is  true,  at  peace  with  both.     With  one 
no  serious  difBculiies  exist,  and  I  therefore  pray 
that  the  existing  peace  may  long  be  maintained; 
with  the  other  it  cannot   be  disguised  that  there 
are  subjects  of  controversy  of  no  small  importance. 
When  I  speak  of  Spain  as  a  powerful  nation   I 
do  not  mean  to  convey  the  idea  that  slie  is  so  of 
herself;  far  from  it.     In   a  contest  between   her 
and    the  United   Slates,  boasting  apart,  I  should 
be   far   from  ajipreciating  very  highly  a  victory 
over  her  by  sea   or  land.     But  should  it  so  hap- 
pen that  a  powerful  nation,  Great  Britain  (or  ex- 
ample,  were  to  unite   with  her,  and  make  it  a 
common    cause,   she.    from    that    circumstance 
would    be  justly   entitled   to    the  character  of  a 
powerful  nation.     That  Great  Britain  would  so 
unite,  seems  probable.     I  do   not  mean   lo  sport 
with  her  character ;  yet,  speaking  with  the  free- 
dom of  history,   there  is   no  difficulty  in  sayino- 
that  she   never   |>€rmits  a    war   to  be  waged,  no 
matter  where  or  about   what,  without  becoming 
if  not  a  principal,  at  least  an  ally. 

1  am  far  from  saying  that  there  isa  probability 
of  war  with  Spam;  on  the  contrary,  1  hope  that 
the   councils  of  Spain,  directed    by  moderation, 
iniegriiy  and    wisdom,  will  remov*  the  causes  of 
discord  which  at  this  time  unhappily  separate  us. 
But  if  other  views  should  be  entertained,  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  can  feel  no  difficulty  in  joining  in  any 
contest  which  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  Spain  to 
produce.     I,  for  one,  am  ir^e  to  admit  that  I  auc^ur 
no'.hing  favorable  from   the  omens  of  the  time. 
VVhai  has  the  Spaniard   proposed  ?     The  cession 
of  half  your    Empire;   for  such    in  effect  will  be 
the   result  of  establishing  the  Mississippi  as  the 
boundary.     Nay,  if  he  mean^  anything,  bis  pre- 
tensions are  still    more  audacKius.     He  proposes 
the  principle  of  w/zpo6«i(/c/ia  in  1792,  and  suggests 
this  with  the  more  confidence  as  it  was  the  prin- 
ciple assumed   by  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe. 
Why  mention   the  one  or  the  other?     I  abjure 
both  their  authority  and  example.     But  what  im- 
parts the  most  importance  to  ihis  subject,  is,  that 
this  proposition  comes  from  Spam.     Can  this  be 
her  own  language,  or  is  she  speaking  as  prompted 
by  another?     Is   her  presumption   the  effect  of 
her  Ignorance  of  our  character,  or  is  she  embold- 
ened by  assurances  of  support?     Is  it  impossible 
that   Great   Britain   may  have   told   her  Hiat  ihe 
whole  force  of  her  Empire  is  at  her  service,  should 
war  ensue  betweCii   us?     As  to  our  course,  it  is 
unimportant   what  are   her  motives  or  what  her 
o'ject.     Let  us  be  ready,  whatever  may  be  the 
direction    this   unpleasant   subject  is  destined  to 
take.     Can   this  be  the  fit   time  to  disband  our 
Array  ?     Is  a  disbanded  army  the  instrument  o( 
negotiation,  with   which  you   mean  to  arm  your 
Minister?     Would    Talleyrand  ever    have   beeo 
dubbed  a  prince  for  bis  adroitness  in  diplomacy, 
if  he   had  not  been   supported   by  fifty  thousand 
bayonets,  directed  by  the  most  extraordinary  ge- 
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li  which  tjbe  world  has  ever  seen?  Are  the 
ate  sincec-e  in  wishing  peace  ?  Its  continuance 
be  preser'Jed  only  by  being  ready  for  war.  This 
precept  lift  as  a  legacy  by  the  Father  of  his 
t^Hntry  ;  which,  together  with  many  other  no 
l4-«;instructi|e  lessons  left  by  hira,  might  be  ben- 
4i:<ally  read*  by  modern  politicians.  We  hav>? 
1,4  only  this-strong  sanction  to  the  propriety  of 
tV>  Jocirine,  .)Ut  it  results  from  daily  observation. 
I^ 'applies  e(^ually  to  individuals  and  to  nations, 
m  who  is  phompt  to  resent  an  insult,  and  ready 
t^wnish  It.  visually  escapes  a  wanton  aggression. 
Awen  France  was  governed  by  the  imperial 
s«"A>tre,  how  lasting  might  have  been  her  peace, 
b^ifor  the  r»jstless  spirit  of  her  chief!  How  was 
e^ty  word  ajnd  every  act,  towards  her.  weighed 
irMhe  scalesiof  caution  and  of  fear?  Take  the 
rfjicrse  of  thi';  picture:  the  passive  subject  of  in- 
ii^'  'he  onr  or  the  many,  it  matters  not,  be- 
c^  rjes  a  football,  kicked  about  by  cowardice  it- 
s,f|\  The  h(  norable  gentleman,  however,  treats 
li£*»"^lv  the  possibility  of  any  serious  result  to  our 
dai/rences  wdh  Spain,  and  considers  the  world 
a J*ished  intr^  general  and  lasting  repose.  What- 
^^i  may  be  )the  result  of  our  controversy,  I  beg 
Lgve  to  diffei5wiih  him  as  to  the  repose  of  Europe. 
9jb  reposes  c*n  combustible  materials;  the  spark 
1.45 il  'hat  IS  necessary  to  light  up  again  the  flames 
ol^war.  It  fs  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that 
F-^^chmen  gan  be  content  with  their  present 
^ilion.  The  restless  aspiration  of  a  French- 
lifor  the  grandeur  of  his  country  ;  the  thoughts 
jlory  pas»,  and  present  shame,  will  forever 
})  alive  a  »jalling  recollection.  In  such  a  soil 
I^Ace  can  newer  take  root.  The  first  favorable 
n)|(Tient  will  ;)e  seized  to  break  their  fetters.  And 
FSifcipce  has  already  given  tremendous  proofs  of 
tdl, power  o^  a  recently  regenerated  nation.  I 
t  not  th..'  spirit  of  prophecy  ;  nor  should  1 
ventured  to  indulge  a  conjecture  as  to  the 
*fe,  had  n;)t  the  example  been  furnished  me 
,ijie  honorable  gentleman.  But.  independently 
re  course  )Df  events  abroad,  there  is  one  con- 
ration  wftich  I  wish  to  press  particularly  on 
mind  of^the  Senate;  it  is,  that  the  present 
e'^'ibhshment;  considering  the  discipline  of  the 
trt>*ps,  but  st)<l  more  the  military  talents  and  ex- 
"^nce  of  ib^  officers,  is  a  most  invaluable  posses- 
It  IS  a  ,iucleus  around  which,  should  there 
casion,  a;3  army,  toany  extent  our  exigencies 
^t  require,  could  be  immediately  formed.  A 
i  time  only  would  be  necessary  to  impart  the 
[ipline  of  the  old  to  the  new  army.  Rumor 
ibes   the  victory  of  Napoleon   at   Leipsic,  to 

Mdispersinghis  veterans  through  his  battalions 
resh  recruds.     They  gave  confidence  to  their 
-j^xiates;    became  their  guides,  and    led   onto 
v^ory.     Bur  the  honorable  gentleman  tells   you 
^{^•••*  peace  army  IS   worse   than   useless;  that 
sleep  foi    years   together,   and  at   the   cora- 
pment  o:"  a  war  are  entirely  unfitted  for  the 
,     He  is  Ird  to  this  result  from  our  own  expe- 
nQfje  during. the  last  war,  and  also  from  the  fall 
olKT'tussia. 

he  officer.^  of  the  Peace  Establishment  are 
!»mong  th(«e,  he  says,  who  distinguished  them- 


°f 


selves  during  the  war.  I  totally  differ  from  the 
gentleman,  both  as  to  his  facts  and  inferences.  It 
cannot  be  true  that  the  superior  officers  of  our 
Army,  to  whom  this  country  owes  so  much,  have 
betrayed  the  high  trust  reposed  in  them  by  suffer- 
ing a  state  of  things  so  disgraceful  to  the  service. 
No,  sir,  we  are  told  that  they  are  usefully  em- 
ployed in  constructing  military  roads,  barracks 
fortifications,  dec. ;  nor  have  1  heard  a  suggestion 
before,  that  they  have  been  in  the  least  inatten- 
tive tp  the  discipline  of  their  troops.  The  names 
of  Gaines,  of  Scott,  of  Macomb,  of  Pike,  and 
numerous  others,  will  cancel  the  charge  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  against  the  officers  of  the 
Peace  Establishment.  As  for  the  example  of 
Prus  ia.  it  is  singularly  unfortunate  for  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman.  Prussia,  by  her  continu- 
ally keeping  on  foot  large  armies,  rose  from  a 
small  German  principality  to  rank,  if  not  among 
the  first,  certainly  the  second  rate  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope. As  to  her  fall,  it  excited  no  surprise  at  the 
time.  The  conflict  was  too  unequal  ;  bhe  fou<»ht 
single-handed  with  the  conqueror  of  Austria  and 
of  Russia,  and  in  the  moment  he  was  flushed  with 
victory  ;  her  fate  was  common  to  the  surrounding 
nations,  the  whole  of  which  had  prostrated  them- 
selves at  the  footstool  of  Napoleon's  throne.  Dis- 
band your  army,  what  becomes  of  your  officers? 
As  military  men,  lost  to  their  country;  a  loss, 
•Vlr.  President,  of  no  ordinary  kind  ;  not  easily 
replaced.  It  is  more  difficult  to  raise  than  to  dis- 
band an  army.  Pen,  ink,  and  paper,  will  do  the 
business  of  the  last,  but  no  man  lu  the  Senate 
can  better  tell  the  difficultifs  of  raising  it  than 
yourself.  The  history  of  the  last  war  contains  a 
volume  of  wisdom  on  this  subject.  Coura<^e.  I 
mean  political,  zeal,  devotedness  to  country  with- 
out regard  to  personal  consequences,  persever- 
ance— these  are  the  essential  qudlities  m  the  legis- 
lator who  takes  upon  himself  ihe  arduous  ta>k  of 
raising  an  army,  and  taxes  to  support  ihein.  You 
know  too  well  to  make  it  necfs,sary  for  me  to  re- 
peat it,  how  eagerly  faction  or  demagogues  seize 
and  turn  (his  subject  against  their  auttiur. 

The  gentleman  recommends  the  reduction  of 
the  Army,  and  that  the  savings  may  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  Navy— our  national  defence.  Sir,  I 
entirely  concur  in  the  sentiment  that  the  Navy 
is  the  strong  arm  of  our  defence.  Nor  is  there  a 
man,  in  the  nation,  nut  even  the  honorable  Chair- 
man, upon  that  subject,  whose  zeal  for  iis  encour- 
agement IS  greater  than  mine.  Sir,  we  owe  the 
successful  efl'orts  of  our  Nary  eternal  gratitude. 
They  not  only  made  the  enemy  /eel  a  portion  of 
those  wrongs  they  had  so  lon^  inflicted  on  us 
with  impunity,  but,  while  they  acquired  lasting 
renown  to  their  country,  they  gained  for  the 
Navy,  I  hope,  an  imperishable  popularity.  But 
let  the  friends  of  the  Navy  beware  against  this 
seductive  promise.  Let  them  remember,  when 
the  work  of  destruction  begins,  it  may  not  stop 
with  the  Army,  but  involve  both  Ndvy  and 
Army.     Sir,  I  slated  when  i  first  rose,  that  I  did 


not  think,  that  the  manner  in  which  this  subject 
had  been  brought  forward,  was,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  at  all  respectful   to   the  Army;  to  whose 
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feelings  I  must  think  we  owe  something;  and 
that  it  does  not   become  Congress  to  treat  them 
as  a  grazier  does  his  cat  tie — so  many  to  be  slaught- 
ered to-day.  as  many  more  to-morrow,  while  the 
balance  may  be  permitted    to  remain   until   the 
ensuing  year.     There  was  a  time  when  the  feel- 
ings of  this  nation  towards  the  Army  were  essen- 
tially different.     It  is  a  little  more  than  two  years 
ago  when  I  arrived  in  this  place  to  take  my  seat. 
For  the  first  time  I  saw  the  Capitol  of   my  coun- 
try smouldering  in   its   ruins,  the   torch    having 
been  applied,  I  must  say,  by  a  ferocious  enemy. 
I  found  you  most  anxious  and  deeply  interested 
for  the  fate  of  New  Orleans ;  we  saw  in  the  des- 
olation  of  the   Metropolis  her  destiny,  were  the 
enemy  successful.     A  city  given  up  to  rapine,  to 
lust,  to  conflagration,  and  to  all  the  unutterable 
horrors    of    unrestrained    warfare,    haunted    the 
imagination.     The  glad  tidings  of  victory  were 
at  length  communicated.     With  a  profound  pen- 
etration  of  the  protecting  hand    of  Providence. 
was  united  a  most  affectionate  regard  for  our  de- 
liverers.    From  every  patriotic  lip  were  uttered 
simultaneous  thanks    to  the  brave  army  of  New 
Orleans,  and  to  the  courage  and  genius  which 
directs  it.     What  language  can  describe  our  emo- 
tions when  tidings  came  of  our  victory  at  Nia<y- 
ara  ? — of  the  prodigies  of  valor  displayed  by  our 
army  at    Erie,  both   in   the  attack  and  in  the  re- 
pulse,   or   of  the    victory  on    both    elements    at 
Plattsburg?  We  felt  then  gratitude  to  the  heroes 
of  those  scenes.     Has  it  already  passed  by?  are 
their  distinguished  services  to   be  so  readilv  for- 
gotten ?  are   they  so  useless   in   our  esteem   that 
they  are  to    be  dismissed   without  discussion  or 
without  deliberation  ?     Sir.  if  their  services  have 
really  become  unnecessary,  let  tliem  be  dismissed, 
but  let  it  be  graciously  done.     Such  is  my  confi- 
dence in  the   highmindedness  of  those  men.  that 
I  am  sure  they  would  be  the  last  to  wish  to  con- 
tinue and   hang  like  drones  on  society,  were  it 
prudent  to  disband   the  Army.     Sir,  I  frequently 
hear   prognostics   of  perpetual   peace.     I  am  not 
one  of  those  anticipators  of  such  halcyon  days. 
I  know  of  nothing  which  justifies  our  acting  on 
such   an  anticipation.     Why  can   we  rationally 
calculate  on  an  ext  mpiion  from  those  calamities, 
which  have   been    the   lot  of  every  people  in  all 
ages  of  the  world  ?  Such  hopes  have  a  seductive 
effect,  and  are  calculated  to  paralyze  effort.     For 
one,  I  indulge  them  not;  on  the  contrary.  I  shall 
be  guided    by  the  lessons   of  experience,  though 
bitter   to   the  taste;  and,  estimating,  as  I  do.  our 
liberty  and  peace,  as  jewels  of  ine>timiible  price. 
I  shall  submit,  without  repining,  to  the  sacrifice 
which  their  preservation  may  require.  One  word 
more,  and  I  have  done.     I  cherish  with  ardor  the 
old  republican  principle,  thai  a  well-ordered  mili- 
tia, I  mean  by  that  disciplined  and  armed,  is  an 
instrument  of  defence  the  most  natural  for  free- 
men.    But  have  we  at  this  time  such  an  organ- 
ized mililia?     In  addition,  do  you  not  know  Uiat 
it  has  been    strenuously  contended   for,  and  is  to 
this  day  in  certain  sections  of  ilie  Union,  that  the 
General  Government  is  not  authorized  to  call  out 
the  militia  without  the  consent  of  the  State  au- 


thorities? It  is  not  my  doctrine;  it  is  one  I 
entirely  abjure,  both  in  theory  and  practice;  yet 
it  exists.  Let  us,  then,  not  strip  the  Government 
of  the  force  it  may  command,  until  by  law  we 
have  enabled  it  to  command  what,  I  repeat  again, 
is  the  natural  defence  of  freemen.  The  post- 
ponement of  this  subject  for  a  year  cannot  be 
very  improvident;  otherwise  this  measure  must 
have  been  brought  forward  at  an  earlier  day.  At 
the  next  session  we  may  see  our  way  more  clear- 
ly, and  adapt  our  course  to  the  suggestions  of  onr 
best  judgments,  enlightened  by  a  deliberate  re- 
flection, acting  on  existing  circumstances.  I  re- 
peat again,  that  I  did  not  design  to  have  said  a 
word  on  the  subject  under  consideration,  and 
have  risen  only  from  a  sense  of  duty,  without 
doing  justice,  I  fear,  to  the  subject,  or  myself.  I 
console  myself  with  the  reflection,  that  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Senate  will  compensate  for  every  de- 
fect of  mine. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  the  resolution  now  under  consideration  ^ 
had  not  been  offered  to  the  Senate  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session.  The  facts  now  relied  on 
as  motives  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army,  have 
long  been  in  possession  of  the  Senate.  The 
number  of  men  in  service,  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  stationed,  and  the  expense  of  the 
Military  Establishment,  have  some  time  past  been 
communicated  to  Congress  by  the  actinor  Secre- 
tary of  War.  To  what  cause,  therefore,  are  we  to 
attribute  the  delay  in  submitting  this  resolution  ? 
In  a  very  few  days  the  present  Congress  must  ad- 
journ. A  great  deal  of  important  business  presses 
upon  the  two  branches.  Committees  have,  with 
great  labor,  prepared  reports  and  bills,  and,  un- 
less we  now  act  upon  them,  the  laborious  task 
of  re-examining  the  same  subjects  must  devolve 
upon  other  committees  at  the  next  session.  Time 
IS  now  loo  precious  to  be  spent  in  the  examina- 
tion of  a  question  so  important  as  the  one  now  un- 
der consideration  ;  especially  when  it  is  most  pro- 
bable that  no  bill,  growing  out  of  this  resolution, 
can  pass  during  the  present  Congress.  I.  there- 
fore, heartly  approve  of  the  motion  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Bar- 
BODR.)  and  hope  that  this  resolution  will  be  in- 
defintely  postponed. 

As  soon   as   the  Treaty  of  Peace  was  ratified, 
the  attention  of  Congress  was  directed  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  Army,  and  to  the  formation  of  a 
permanent  Peace  Establishment.     A  bill,  having 
in  view  these  objects,  originated  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.    It  appeared  to  be  generally  ad- 
mitted, that  a  large  standing  army,  in   time  of 
peace,  was  expensive,  unnecessary,  perhaps  dan- 
gerous.   It  was  also  generally  admitted  that  some 
regular  force  was  necessary  to  build  and  keep  in 
repair  our  barracks,  fortification^,  and  arsenals; 
to  preserve  our  arms  and  munitions  of  war;  to 
retain  those  valuable  principles  of  military  disci- 
pline, acquired  by  our  own  experience  in  the  late 
contest,  and  to  sustain  the  first  shock,  in  case  we 
should   be  invaded    by  a   foreign   enemy.     The 
precise  amount  of  this  force,  wa*  a  question  about 
which  much  difference  of  opinion  might   be  ex- 
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Cted,  and   accordingly,  after  various  propo.si- 
s  to  fill   up  the  bill  with  a  number  differing 
imom  f-ls.  to. fifteen   or   twenty  thousand,  the   bill 
»Jine  to  the.-  Senate  fixing  the  Peace  Establish- 

ecnl  at  six  thousand  men. 
^  The  Senate  having  obtained  from  the  Secre- 
jjry  of  War  the  information  believed  by  them 
cessary  tu  form  a  correct  opinion,  and  having 
ily  discussed  and  maturely  considered  the  sub- 
mit, so  amtjnded  the  bill  as  to  leave  the  Peace 
itablishmuot  at  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  sent 
.  £0  the  Hiijse  of  Representatives  for  their  con- 
•.^rrence  in,  the  amendment.  That  House  ad- 
j^^ring  to  tbe  original  bill,  a  committee  of  con- 
i|retice  frorp  the  two  branches  met,  and,  after 
*'uch  discussion,  agreed  that  tlie  number  should 
:  ten  lhou«and  ;  and  the  two  Houses  assenting, 
e  bill  pasjied  in  that  form.  1  refer  to  these  pro- 
^dings,  Mr.  President,  in  order  to  prove  that 
p  present  peace  Establishment  was  not  hastily 
i;^  inconsiderately  adopted,  but  was  made  a  sub- 
ject of  minute  attention  and  close  investigation 
ly  both  brauches  of  the  Legi>lature.  It  has  been 
i|  <  existence:  nearly  two  years.  Has  it  been  com- 
iined  of  by  the  people  as  unnecessarily  large  ? 
!ive  instriiclions  from  State  Legislatures  re- 
ired  thatui  should  be  reduced?  Nothing  of 
^*^  kiud  had  happened.  If  any  complaints  have 
^(n  heard,  they  have  been  that  the  Army  was 
;*(juced  to  s^  small  a  number,  that  it  was  appre- 
f|i,'iided  we  tnight  lose  those  principles  of  mih- 
ty  discipl!-*tie  acquired  during  our  late  war. 
^o  not  rec{;llect  to  have  heard  a  single  citizen 
iress  hisjopinion  in  favor  of  a  further  reduc- 
jfi  of  the  ATiiiy  ;  many  have  1  heard  expressing 
tjir  regrets-ihat  fifteen  thousand  had  not  been 
tjiined  in  service.  I  am,  therefore,  fully  con- 
fiCed  that  »f  we  now  reduce  the  Army  we  shall 
I  have  doie  so  in  conformity  with  any  expres- 
0  of  public  opinion  on  that  subject. 
Has  any  change  taken  place  in  our  foreign  re- 
ions,  calcdiated  lo  recommend  the  adoption  of 
If  is  resoluticjn  ?  With  a  view  to  meet  this  ques- 
fc.>o,  my  honorable  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
^;rliiary  Committee  (Mr.  Wilha.ms)  has  called 
^yr  the  corre-'pondence  between  the  Government 
'■[^ihe  Uni.'ed  Stales  and  the  agents  of  His 
riiholic  M.'.jesty.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  ex- 
jine  that  ♦jorrespondence.  and  remarked  upon 
9  proposiivons  made  on  the  part  of  Spain,  which 
peared  to  him  extravagant  and  unreasonable, 
he  object  of  Spain  was  evidently  delay — pro- 
tjastinatiuri;  To  every  frank  proposal  made  by 
Mir  Gk)veri;meut,  the  representative  of  Spam 
^plied  by  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  the  ciii- 
^os  of  this^  country,  in  many  instances  founded 
|>^  the  as>ucnption  of  facts  which  had  no  exist- 
'ite,  except  in  the  minds  of  those  who  abused 
is  confidence  by  the  most  shameful  misrepre- 
|»5iatiuns.  ;  When  we  propose  the  acknowledge- 
||«nt  of  oui-  limits  from  the  Perdido  to  the  Rio 
■(  Norte,  we  are  met  by  a  proposition  lo  accept 
\f  uti  poQi'idetis  uf  1763,  as  the  basis  of  the  ne- 
Jiution.  When  we  urge  our  claim  for  spolia- 
^cas  on  out  commerce,  commuted  by  privatt-ers 
Jfied  out  ia   the  ports  of  Spam,  we  are  told  of  i 
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large  armies  collected  in  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky, completely  officered  and  ready  to  overrun 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  dominions  in  New  Spain  ; 
and  we,  who  well  know  that  the  armie>  alluded  lo 
have  never  existed,  are  requested  lo  cause  them 
to  be  di>persed.  When,  with  the  most  concilia- 
tory inlenlions,  we  propose  lo  ^^ive  that  interest- 
ing country  between  ihe  Rio  Colorado  and  the 
Rio  del  Norte,  which  I  think  unquestionably  be- 
longs to  Us,  in  exchange  for  the  sandy  deserts  of 
the  Floridas,  the  Minister  answers,  tliat  what  we 
offer  to  give  in  exchange  already  belongs  to  His 
Catholic  Majesty;  that  his  instructions  do  not 
authorize  him  to  make  an  exchange ;  but  that  if 
an  offer  of  the  greater  part  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana in  exchange  for  Florida  is  made,  he  will 
recommend  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Spanish  Government.  From  this  and  other 
views,  which  he  took  of  the  negotiations,  Mr.  B. 
expressed  his  apprehensions  that  the  affairs  id 
di>pute  with  Spain  were  not  in  a  train  of  amica- 
ble negotiation.  He  was  afraid  we  should  pursue 
the  correspondence,  as  we  had  done  that  with 
Great  Britain,  until  it  had  ended  in  war.  He 
teared  the  sword  would  be  resorted  to  for  the 
settlement  of  our  disputes  with  Spain.  The  flag 
ol  the  United  States  must  designate — their  forls 
defend  our  limits.  And,  in  case  of  such  an  event, 
can  we  find  an  excuse  in  the  weakness  of  Sj)aiQ, 
tor  disbanding  or  reducing  our  regular  army, 
and  leaving  this  contest  to  be  decided  by  our 
mililia  ?  We  ought  lo  recollect,  that,  after  going 
to  war  with  Spam,  we  may  be  forced  to  make 
peace  with  one  or  more  of  the  allied  Powers, 
The  intimacy  of  the  connexion,  wliich  binds  the 
Sovereigns  of  Europe  together,  may  be  stronger 
than  is  generally  believed.  It  did  appear  to  him, 
that,  in  such  a  stale  of  things,  common  prudence, 
or  ordinary  foresight,  a  judicious  regard  for  the 
security  of  the  country,  forbid  us  to  adopt  the 
re>oluiion  now  Ltefore  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  it  has  been  said  that  our  Army 
is  more  expensive,  in  proportion  to  its  number, 
than  that  of  any  other  country.  If  abuses  of  any 
kiud  exist  in  our  Military  Establishment,  let 
them  be  corrected.  If  expenses  have  been  use- 
lessly incurred,  let  those  ex|>enses  be  curtailed. 
The  power  of  reducing,  within  just  limits,  the 
ei|)enses  of  the  Army,  as  much  belongs  to  Con- 
gress, as  the  power  of  reducing  the  number  of 
men  in  the  ranks;  and  in  every  rea-onable  mea- 
sure, havjng  this  for  its  object,  I  shall  cheerfully 
co-operate  with  ihe  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire;  but  I  cannot  concur  with  him 
in  the  remedy  proposed  by  his  resolution.  Can 
It  be  seriously  contended,  that  this  nation  is  un- 
able lo  sup()ort  aa  army  of  ten  thousand  men? 
Shall  we  publish  to  the  world,  that  the  American 
people  are  incapable  of  sustaining  the  expense  of 
a  Peace  Establishment,  so  very  inconsiderable? 
Has  our  revenue  since  the  peace  proved  less  pro- 
ductive than  we  expected?  Or  has  it  tran»- 
cended,  in  amount,  our  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions? Why  IS  the  weight  of  this  Army  felt, 
and  the  impos>ibiliiy  of  supporting  it  urged,  for 
the  first  time,  at  this  sessiou,  and  under  circum- 
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stances  when  we  are  least  prepared  to  expect  it? 

That  a    time  of  peace  should    be  employed   in 
preparing  for  war,  is  a  truih  which  we  have  often 
heard  from  the  lips  of  experienced  statesmen,  but 
the  value  of  which  was    never   more  justly  ap 
predated    than    during   our    late    struggle  with 
Great  Britain.    The  disasters  attending  our  arms  ; 
the    ravages    committed    in  different    sections  of 
the  country  ;  the  expenses  which  attached   to  all 
our    military    operations;    were    generally   attri- 
buted to  that  want  of  preparation,  which  was  vis- 
ible in  everything  connected  witii  ihe  war.    How 
many  unavailing  regrets  were  expressed,  that  we 
had  wasted    the  precious  moments  of  peace,  and 
that  we  had  not  prepared  for  war !     It  is  devoutly 
to  be  wished,  that  the  severe,  but  salutary,  lessons 
we  have  received,  may  have  produced  permanent 
effects;  and  that,  taughi  by  the  past,  we  may  act 
with  more  foresight  and  wisdom  in  future. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  observed,  that 
our  troops  are  entirely  useless  in  times  of  peace. 
Had   this  resolution   been  offered  sooner,  a  better 


suasion,  I  am  not  dis^posed  to  diminish  or  destroy 
'^"  one,  in  order  lo  contribute   to  the  premature 


the 


opportunity  would  have  been  afforded  of  testing  the 
accuracy  of  thisobservatioD.  1  have.Mr.Presidenl, 
been  informed  by  a  highly  respectable  officer,  who 
has  lately  visited  the  miliiary  stations  at  Platts- 
burg,    Sacketi's    Harbor,   Niagara,  and    Detroit, 
that    our    soldiers   at    all    tho>e     positions    were 
laboriously  employed  on  the   barracks  and  forts, 
and  in  other  pubic  labors,  of  important  character 
and  of  permanent   utility.     I  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that,  in  other  positions,  ihe  soldiers  are 
employed  in  a  manner  equally  useful  to  the  coun- 
try;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  these  troops 
are  occupied  in  doing  the  s.ime  work  at  five  dol- 
lars a  mouth,  which  if  done  by  hirelings,  in  those 
remote  positions  where  laborers  are  few,  would 
perhaps  cost  thirty  dollars,  the  argument  founded 
on   the  expense  of    the  Military  Establishment 
loses  much  of  its  force.    Roads  through  the  lands 
of  ihe   United   States,  connecting   the  garrisons 
with  ihe  settlements,  will  have  the  effect  of  facil- 
itating the  supplies  of  the  troops,  and  at  the  same 
time  of  accelerating    the   sales   and    enijancing 
the  price  of  public  lands.     I  mifiht  here  enlarge 
upon  the  valuable  purposes  to  which  an  army  of 
ten  thousand   men   might   be  applied,  under  the 
direction  of  patriotic  officers  and  an  enlightened 
Administration  ;  but  I  forbear,  because  every  mo- 
ment of  the  lime  of  the  Senate  is  now  precious, 
and  because  1  hope,  that,  by  postponing  this  reso- 
lution  indefinitely,  we  shall,  in  another   year,  be 
furnished  with  reports  and   plans  which  will  re- 
alize all  my  expectations  respecting  the  manner 
ot  employing  the   troops  of  a  free  people   in  a 
season  of  profound  tranquillity. 

It  has  been  argued,  that  the  money  expended 
on  the  Army  might  be  employed  lo  more  advan- 
tage in  augmenting  our  naval  force.  I  concur 
wiib  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire in  the  opinion  he  has  expressed  on  the  im 
porlance  of  a  respectable  navy  ;  but  1  believe  that 
our  means  are  adequate,  not  only  to  the  support 
of  our  present  army,  but  also  lo  an  augmentation 
of  our  navy,  as  rapid  as  the  dearest  friends  of  that 
species  of  defence  can  desire.  Firm  in  this  per- 
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growth  of  the  other. 

We   have   been   fold,  that  standing  armies  in 
lime  of  peace  are  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  a 
free  nation.    That  large  standing  armies,  in  times 
of  tranquillity,  have   been  considered   by  our  an- 
cestors, and  are  jusily  considered  by  us,  as  danger- 
ous to  liberty,  I  readily  admit;    and  of  such  ar- 
mies I  shall   never   become   ihe  advocate.     But 
can  this  salutary  dread  of  large  standing  armies 
ever  attach  to  the  very  small  army  to  which  the 
proposed  reduction  is  intended  to  apply  ?    It  would 
seem   impossible    that  any  individual  can  for  a 
moment,   really   feel    any  such   alarm.     Large 
armies,   composed   of    mercenary    troops,   when 
stationed  amongst  a  people  ignoranlof  their  rights 
forbidden  the  use  of^  arms,  or,  what   is  nearly  as 
bad.  ignorant  of  the  use  of  them,  are  formidable- 
irresistible — but  the  Army  of  our  country  is  gen- 
erally composed  of  its  native  citizens,  and  com- 
manded  by  officers   whose  courage  and  fidelity 
have  been  proved  in  the  field,  and  rewarded  by 
the  graiitude  of  the  nation.    This  army  is  divided 
and   siationed    in  garrisons   along    the  Atlantic 
coast,  from  Maine  to  St.  Mary's,  and  on  the  west 
from  the  Lakes  to  New  Orleans.    Our  citizens  are 
well  informed,and  jealous  of  their  liberties  ;  eyiery 
where  armed,  and  acquainted  with  ihe  useof  arms. 
Can  such  an  army  conceive  designs  against  the 
liberty  of  their  country  ?     Can  such  an  army,  so 
dispersed  and  distributed  amongst  so  many  distant 
stations,  afford  any  just  cause  of  alarm,  or  even 
jealousy,  to  a  population  of  more  than  one  mil- 
lion of  freemen,  such    as  I  have  described?     I 
recoil  from    the    ungenerous   suspicion.     It  does 
equal    injustice   to  the  citizen  and    the   soldier. 
But  1  dwell  too  long  on  the  subject,  and  shall 
now  lake  my  seat,  with  an  expression  of  my  sin- 
cere wish,  that  our  Military  Establishment  may 
be   permitted    to  remain   unchanged,  until   time 
shall  have  fully  developed  its  utility. 

Mr.  .Maso.n,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Brow.n  and  Mr.  Barbour,  observed  that  he  had 
already  explained  the  reason  why  the  resolution 
had  not  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  earlier  in 
ihe  session  ;  that  the  objection  to  acting  on  this 
subject,  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour.)  would  apply  with  equal 
force  to  a  great  porlioa  of  the  business  before  the 
Senate,  as  much  of  it  had  been  brought  forward 
since  this  resolution:  that  there  was  no  subject 
before  Congress  of  greater  importance  lo  the 
nation  ;  and  ihat,  if  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
there  would  be  sufficient  time  for  maturing  the 
bill  that  must  be  brought  m,  which  would  need 
but  few  details. 

Mr.  M.  said,  the  same  honorable  gentleman  has 
been  pleased  to  express  doubts  of  the  accuracy  o[ 
the  statement  I  have  made  of  the  amount  of  the 
yearly  expenses  of  the  present  Military  Establish- 
ment. That  statement  was  taken  from  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  present 
year.  If  incorrect,  the  official  documents  must 
be  erroneous.  The  statements  of  the  military 
expenditure  of  former  years  were  derived  from  a 
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tmilar  soorce.  That  a  part  of  the  present  expen- 
■?1toture  wai  for  fortifications  and  ordnance  stores 
'^<  admitted.  This  was  also  the  ca-e  with  the  ex- 
^•jenditure  pf  former  years;  and.  it  is  believed,  to 
i^TC  groat  aa  extent,  in  comparison  with  the  whole 
If^Ttx  experujed.  The  estimated  expenses  of  build- 
{^tigand  kt^ping  in  service  ships  of  war  were  taken 
r#!"(ora  detatjed  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
avy. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the   increase  of  our 

e  is!  equal  to  the  increase  of  expenses  in 

ilitary  Establishment.     Were  the  fact  so, 

ir  argami!<ot  could  be  derived  from  it  to  justify 

ose  exp«Mjses,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the 

stablishnjent,  to  its  present  extent,  is  necessary. 

ut,   in    tjuth,  our   revenue   has   by   no    means 

ajicreased  '>n  an  equal  ratio  with  our  military  ex- 
penditure. ;  For  the  period  of  ten  years,  from  1800 
V;t»  1811,  the  military  expenditure  was  little  more 
Mian  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  yearly.  The 
ijjrerage  revenue  of  that  period  was  about  thirteen 
pillions  a>.year.  In  one  of  those  years.  (1808.) 
from  imposts  alone  exceeded 


as.serted,a  strong  clainn  on  the  gratitude  of  the 
country. 

I  have  said  nothing  in  derogation  of  their  ser- 
vices or  merits.  That  they  are  meritorious,  seems 
to  be  admitted  by  all.  But  this,  in  my  opinion,  is 
no  sufficient  reason  why  they  should  be  retained, 
if  the  country  has  no  occasion  for  their  services. 
Many  officers  were  dismissed  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  late  war,  some  of  whom  were  equally  merito- 
rious with  those  retained,  if  the  officers  have 
not  been  sufficiently  remunerated  for  their  ser- 
vices, make  a  suitable  provision  for  that  purpose. 
But.  why  should  the  country,  for  the  sake  of  re- 
munerating thera,  be  compelled  to  keep  up,  at  an 
immense  expense, a  Military  Establishment  twice 


as  large  as  is  necessary  ? 


y 


jj^e  receipip  Irom  imposts  alone  exceeded  sixteen 
iJJillions  ot  dollars.  The  excessive  importations 
i^-*!  the  last^ear  have  increased  the  amount  to  be 
Vy^ceived  tt^is  year  beyond  what  may  be  expected 
;H4  future.  .  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea»^ury  esti- 
ilates  the  Receipts  from  imposts,  for  the  next  year. 

tonly  twrlve  millions;  and  the  whole  revenue 
ra  this  .Ti'nd  all  other  sources,  that  year,  at  six- 
en    milliyns   two   hundred   and    fifty    thousand 
ars  onljr.     His  expectation  is.  that  the  imposts 
JAiill  in  sul«equent  years  be  more  productive,  and 
Vljat  the  permanent  revenue  may  be  e^>iimated  at 
v^\venty-twi)  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
,v|nd  dollais.     It  ought  also  to  be  recullecied,  that 
'lie  nation.ll  debt  has,  by  the  laie  war.  been  greatly 
lAcreased— amounting,   at    the    present    time,   to 
.^♦ore  than  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of  dol- 

the   interest    and   gradual 


The  highest  praise  of  the  Army  of  our  Revo- 
lution was,  that,  when  the  country  was  restored 
to  peace,  and  no  longer  needed  their  services,  they 
cheerfully  retired  to  the  scenes  of  private  life. 
This  conduct  forms  the  trait  in  the  character  of 
their  illustrious  Chief,  which  has  excited  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world.  In  the  attitude  of  surren- 
dering his  sword,  and  returning  to  the  duties  of  a 
private  citizen,  the  wisdom  of  ihe  Government 
has  determined  he  shall  be  represented  by  the 
pencil  of  the  artist,  as  an  example  for  the  instruc- 
tion and  imitation  of  future  geoeraiions. 

Is  It  intended  that  the  officers  of  the  present 
Army  shall  be  represented  in  the  unfavorable  con- 
trast of  importuning  for  pay  and  subsistence,  when 
no  services  beneficial  to  their  country  can  be 
rendered  ?  Surely  those  gallant  and  high-minded 
men  disdain  to  have  any  claim,  in  their  behalf, 
rested  on  such  ground.  It  is  for  those  who  op- 
posed a  reduction  of  the  Army  to  show  that  its 
present  number  is  necessary  for  the  country,  not 
that  it  is  convenient  to  the  officers.  They  can  be 
rewarded,  if  indeed  further  rewards  are  merited 
or   claimed,  in  a  manner   less  expensive   to  the 


3»rs — the   jiayment  of 

5r(;duction  ^f  the  principal  of  which  mu>t  be  pro-  ;  country,  and  equally  honorable  to  them. 
^ded  for.  ■  There  is,  therefore,  no  just  proportion         The  question  was  then  taken,  and   Mr.  Bar- 
6  the  ^ncr^ase  of  the  revenue  and  of  tlie  military    bour's  motion,  to  postpone  to  the  4th  of  March 

next, determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas24,nays 


Cf  i^penditurj? 

te- .  The  hoi^orable  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 

ife.ravely  sl;^ied,  as  a  reason  for  not  reducing  the 


11,  as  follows : 


Barbour,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 


•Jlrmy  at  tl;e  present  time,  that  the  Dey  of  Algiers  '  Condu,  Fromenlin,  (iaillard.  Hanson,  Howell,  Hunter, 


V»ill  not  oljserve  the  treaty  he  lately  made  with 

♦  jUr  GoverSment.  If  that  or  similar  reasons  should 
»;^  deemeu^  sufficient,  the  Army  will  never  be 
J4fduced  ;  for  surely  such  reasons  can  never  be 
)*aanting.  As  long  as  the  barbarous  Powers  on 
♦jje  southern  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  are  suf- 
v'.red  to  e^jfst,  we  shall  always  have  cause  for  ap- 
',  oyehendinr  a  rupture  with  some  of  them.  But, 
tt)j"  what  px'ssible  use  will  the  Army  be  in  a  con- 
yist  with  Oiose  Powers?  Is  it  in  the  contempla- 
jjiJn  of  any  one  to  transport  our  Army  into  Africa, 
go  lay  siecj  to  Algiers  ?  It  must  be  a  naval  force 
^^at  shair,>as  it  now  does,  restrain  and  curb  those 
*^*owers. 

^  But  the^reat  merits  of  the  officers  is  the  strong 
fS^j-ound  on'which  a  reduction  of  '.he  Army  is  op- 
^n<osed.  Aii  eloquent  euloiry  has  been  pronounced 
Of>n  the  gaiiantry  of  the  officers.     Their  meritori- 

•  ;Cus  servi<«'es  during  the  war  give   them,  as  is 


Kinj?,  Lacock,  .Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Noble, 
Roberts,  Kuggles,  Sanford,  Stokea,  Ttit,  Taylor,  Troup, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

NaTs — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gold»- 
borougb,  Horsey,  Macon,  .Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
iJmith,  Thompson,  Ticbcnor,  and  Varnum. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  con^ideratlon  of  the  bill  to  secure,  in 
certain  cases,  the  bounty  in  land  to  the  heirs  of 
deceased  soldiers;  and,  after  progress,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Wednesoay,  February  26. 
Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  granting 
bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Cana- 
dian volunteers,'  passed  5th  March,  1816,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 


Ik 
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Mr,  Ma30N,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  ex- 
ten>ion  of  the  Columbia  turnpike  road,  witiiin  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers,"  re- 
ported It  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  pension  of  Randolph 
Clarkson,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  ttie  petition  of  Frederick  Folley  : 
Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  be  disallowed. 

The  resolution  respecting  the  printing  for  Con- 
gress was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  pay  to  the  as- 
sistants to  the  Sergeant-at-Arras.  and  Doorkeeper 
of  the  Senate  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William 
B.  Carter,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  an  additional  volume  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  the  distribution  thereof,  was 
read  a  third  time;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Var- 
Nt;.M,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 


INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'•An  act  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent 
fund  for  internal  improvements,  the  bonua  of  Uie 
National  Bank,  and  the  United  States  share  of 
its  dividends. 

Mr.  Daggett  moved  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  until  the  fourth  day 
of  March  next. 

Mr.  Daggett  said,  that  before  he  attempted  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill,  he  would  briefly 
Slate  the  substance  of  it, and  al-o  suggest  a  thought 
or  two  in  reply  to  some  of  the  observations  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Lacock.  The  bill  proposes  to  set  apart  and  pledge 
as  a  fund  81.500,000,  to  be  received  for  grantin<r 
a  charter  to  the  National  Bank,and  the  dividends 
for  twenty  years  on  seven  millions  of  stock  in  the 
bank,  owned  by  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  roads  and  canals  and  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  water-courses.  As  the  seven 
millions  of  stock  was  created  by  the  United 
States  to  invest  in  this  bank  at  the  rate  of  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  $350,000  must  be  annually 
raised  by  taxes  towards  this  appropriation.  The 
dividends  will  probably  not  be  less  than  at  the 
rate  of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  in  that  case 
will  amount  to  §560,000.    It  is  theo  a  fair  calcu- 


lation that  the  whole  amount  thus  pledged  will 
be  between  twelve  and  thirteen  millions  of  dollars. 
The  bill  contains  none  of  the  details  for  the  con- 
struction, superintcndance,or  management  of  the 
works,  or  for  the  regulation  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  money. 

In  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  that  a  great  post   road  from 
Portland   to    New   Orleans— that  turnpike  roads 
through  all  parts  of  our  country,  and  that  canals 
from  Boston  bay  to  St.  Mary's,  along  the  shores 
of  the  Atlantic,  were  objects  of  immense  import- 
ance—Mr.  D.  said  that  he  had  no  disposition  to 
enter  into  any  controversy  on  any  of  those  sugges- 
tions.    He  however  would  remark,  that  this  bill 
does  not  purport  to  provide  for  theestablishmeniof 
such  post  road,  but  leaves  it  in  the  option  of  any 
State  through  which  such  road  might  be  contem- 
plated to  prevent  it.    Nor  is  it  admitted,  as  alleged, 
that  such  canals  would  be  used  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  commodities  to  and  from  the  great  com- 
mercial towns  and  cities  in  the  United  States.  If 
canals  were  constructed  according  to  the  gentle- 
man's ideas,  the  intercourse  spoken  of  would,  ia 
all  times  of  peace,  be  as  it  ever  has  been,  by  sea 
and  not  by  inland  navigation. 

Having    made    these    few    remarks,  he  would 
point  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  some  of  the 
objections  in  his  mind  to  the  bill.     1st.  It  is  not 
authorized   by  the  Constitution  ;  and,  if  it  were, 
secondly,  it  is  inexpedient.     Mr.  D.  said  that  he 
should  with  much  reluctance  urge  any  objections 
arising  out  of  the  Consmution,  for  he  had  long 
since  learned   that  the  Constitution  is  made  to 
change  with  the  times.     It  was  one  thing  yester- 
day— It  is  another  today.     It  is  to  be  enlarged  as 
the  nation  increases  m  greatness  and  glory — it 
must  yield  to  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the  mo- 
ment.    He  need  not  say  there  is  no  power  in  the 
Constitution  expressly  authorizing  the  Congress 
to  construct  roads  and  canals,  and  to  tax  the  peo- 
ple to  defray   the  expense.     No  one  asserts  the 
existence  of  such   power.     There  is  not  a  word 
upon  the  face  of  the  instrument  on  the  subject, 
except  that  it  is  declared, article  one,section  eight, 
that  "  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  road.s."     This,  so  far  from 
authorizing  the  establishment  by  Congress  of  all 
roads,  limits,  if  it  bear  at  all  on   the  point,  the 
power  to  post  roads  only;  otherwise  it  must  be 
shown  that  an  instrument  which  gives  a  special 
power  over  post  roads,  in  terms,  gives,  by  impli- 
cation, a  general  power  overall  roads.     Such  ab- 
surdity should  not  be  imputed  to  the  wise  men 
who  iramed  this  Constitution.     The  reverse  of 
all   this  is  unquestionably  true.     By  sound  rules 
of  interpretation,  the  expression  of  one  thing  is 
the  exclusion  of  another.     The  Constitution  de- 
clares, '"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
vide lor    the   punishment   of  counterfeiting  the 
securities  of  the  United  Slates— lo  constitute  tri- 
bunals inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court — to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  miliiia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions; to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  ten 
miles  square,"  &c.     Ia  the  cases  meaiioaed;  is 
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^  not  the  'TyODgress  prohibited  from  providing  for 
j^  ithe  puDi^hment  of  oounlerfeiiing  private  securi- 
^tlies,  fror/  establishing  tribunals  superior  lo  the 
*Supremp.Court ;  from  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
^arrihon  forts  in  time  of  peace;  and  from  exer- 
cising eijlusive  legislation  over  the  city  of  Bal- 
^  stimore?  -  Again.  The  States,  at  the  adoption 
^  jof  the  Constitution,  possessed  the  entire  control 
^4  iover  all  ihe  roads  and  canals  within  their  respec- 
^  live  limitf.  On  this  point  there  can  be  nodoubt. 
Kach  St^te  always  has.  and  now  does,  ext-rcise 
this  powej.  Is  it  taken  by  theexpress  prohibition  ? 
Ceriainl)  not.  Is  it  taken  by  imp^caiion  ?  Cer- 
,  plainly  no^,  unless  the  power  is  given  to  the  Con- 
•  gress  in  juch  manner  as  to  preclude  the  exercise 
3  pf  it  by  .Jie  States,  and  for  such  an  idea  no  one 
•J  contends.; 

^1  Is  theri"  a  power  in  the  General  Government 
pver  roacte  and  canals,  concurrent  with  the  power 
pf  the  St..  fes?  If  so,  it  may  be  asked,  where  are 
<he  limitations  of  these  respective  powers?  Or 
;  ihave  the  ^Congress  a  sovereign  auihoriiy,  and  is 
jjjfhat  of  tlte  States  subordinate?  The  Constitu- 
tion is  silent  on  this  subject — not  so.  where  con- 
?j:urrent  powers  may  be  exercised.  For  example, 
jin  the  tervth  section  of  article  6rst,  it  is  provided 
,^^''bat  the  States  shall  lay  no  imposts  except  such 
^Jis  are  absolutely  necessary  for  executing  their 
^•:nspectior\  laws — they  may  not  keep  troops  or 
T  J  <*bips  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  nor  engage  in  war 
ibnlessactually  invaded.  It  is  within  the  province 
'Vi){  the  National  Government  to  lay  duties  and 
J*  imposts,  tjo  keep  troops  and  ships  of  war,  and  es- 
tjrecially  it)  engage  in  war;  yet  these  powers  in 
j^^he  casesjspecified  and  with  the  limitations  pre- 
\^iscribed.  a|-e  retained  by  the  States,  and  may  be 
qfxercised<concurrenily.  In  the  eighth  section  of 
*;j^lhe  first  article,  and  in  the  second  section  of  the 
Kfjsecond  aiticle,  there  are  more  striking  example- 
'  pf  concurrent  powers.  To  the  Congress,  the 
AJjpower  is  (piven  of  calling  forth  the  militia  in  the 
J  pases  therein  mentioned,  and  to  the  President  the 
joower  of  being  their  cumraauder-incbief  when 
jTi  actual  fcrvice.  There  is  also  reserved  to  the 
States  ih^  power  of  appointing  their  officers  and 
f  trainir/of  the    militia.     Tliere    may    be    some 
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^tf  trainir/g  .„_^     „^    _„.^ 

♦^^uestionsjas  to  the  precise  extent  of  the  powers  of 
f:|his  Government  and  of  the  States  over  the  mi- 
/*  Jitia,  but  i  concurrent  power  is  manifestly  estab- 
y  tished  anci  attempted  to  be  defined. 
*i\  Mr.  D.  ■asked  again,  is  this  measure  Constitu- 
^tional.   bel-ause    Congress   may    provide    for  tne 

4*  general  Welfare  and  common  det'ence  ?"  If  so, 
|- fhen  an  enumeration  of  powers  was  wholly  un- 
-|jecessary;and  is  worse  than  useless;  then  there 
'  >3  no  Conjftiiutiunal  limit  to  the  powers  of  this 
•l^overnmi^nt,  but  the  discretion  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  andi  in  truth,  such  is  now  a  very  prevalent 
iJcfpinion,  n  a  judgment  is  to  be  formed  from  the 

v^ianner  id  which  [lower  is  claimed  and  exercised. 
.|The  instrument  may  be  termed  "the  sacred  char 
,  ,t«r  of  our  Siberties — our  polar  star,"  and  by  many 
j'-Jiher  pretjy  names,  and  at  the  same  time  be  prac- 
jj^cally  disregarded.    Again,  said  Mr.  D.,  all  those  | 

]^ternal  aijd  municipal  regulations,  of  every  de 


and  prosperity  of  the  commtinity,  are  provisions 
for  the  ''common  defence  and  general  welfare." 
The  Congress,  then,  may  construct  and  support 
roads,  bridges,  and  canals  ;  regulate  manufactures 
and  agriculture;  establish  schools,  academies,  and 
colleges;  enact  wise  laws  for  the  suppression  of 
sin— for  the  preservation  of  morals— for  the  pun- 
ishment of  all  offenders,  and  thus  assume  all  the 
powers  of  legislation.  Then,  indeed,  our  Union 
would  be  strengthened,  as  mentioned  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Lacock;)  our 
State  authorities  broken  down,  and  our  Govern- 
ment consolidated. 

Will  the  power  in  question  be  claimed  by  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  Con- 
gress to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States? 
If  so,  to  regulate  commerce,  means  to  promote, 
to  facilitate,  to  secure  it  by  all  discreet  measures, 
and  the  bill  seems  to  have  been  framed  in  refer- 
ence to  such  an  exposition.  Inspection  laws  are 
useful  to  promote  commerce  between  States,  and 
yet  laws  of  this  character  have  never  been  at- 
tempted by  Congress;  on  the  contrary,  the  States 
have  the  power,  by  irresistible  implication,  of 
enacting  inspection  laws,  and  there  is  an  express 
power  given  lo  Congress  "to  revise  and  control 
them,"  and  this  enumeration  of  that  power  strong- 
ly implies,  that  no  other  power  over  this  subject 
is  intended  to  be  given. 

It  would  be  wise,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  thai 
all  promissory  notes  should  be  negotiable  to  fa- 
cilitate commerce;  and  undoubtedly  the  whole 
law  on  the  subject  of  inland  bills  of  exchange  is 
intimately  connected  with  commerce;  the  Suy- 
ing  and  selling  of  slaves  in  one  State,  to  be  trans- 
ported into  another,  is  a  portion  of  the  commerce 
between  States.  Laws,  then,  may  be  made  by 
Congress  to  control  all  these  subjects.  It  may 
deserve  much  consideration,  whether  such  a  broad 
construction  is  not  in  the  face  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  especially  of  the  tenth  article  of  the 
amendments,  which  is  in  these  words:  '-Tne 
'  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
'  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  to  it  by  the 
'  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively, 
'  or  to  the  people." 

It  is  said,  however,  that  appropriations  have 
been  made,  and  roads  laid  out  by  Congress;  and 
the  Cumberland  road  and  others  are  mentioned. 
Congress  may  undoubtedly  make  roads  through 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  State,  and  the  Cumberland 
road  was  established  probably  as  a  post  road.  Be 
that  as  It  may,  precedents  of  such  doubtful  char- 
acter, and  of  such  modern  date,  will  not  weigh 
much.  The  Constitution  is  not  to  be  expounded 
by  a  single  deci>ioD  of  the  Legislature,  ft  would 
scarcely  be  admitted  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate, 
that  the  Sedition  law,  as  it  is  termed,  was  author- 
ized by  the  Constitution,  though  it  received  the 
sanction  of  the  judicial  tribunals,  as  well  as  the 
Legislature;  nor  is  it  clear  that  the  act  to  repeal 
the  Judiciary  law  in  1803,  would  now  be  viewed 
as  It  was  when  passed. 

It  is  fuither  asserted  that  these  roads  and  canals 
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I    gwripiioD, Which  contribute  topromotethestrengih  I  are  to  be  constructed,  and  the  expenditure  made 


with  the  assent  of  the  States,  and  thus  the  power 
of  Congress,  if  doubtful,  is  confirmed,  and  the  bill 
in  question  is  drawn    with   this  aspect.     Mr.  D. 
said,  on    this   point   he   would   ask  one  question  : 
Can  money  be  appropriated   by  Congress  for  an 
object  over  which  it  is  not  authorized  to  legislate, 
because  the  States  assent  ?     Or,  in  other  words, 
can  a  law  be  made,  with  the  consent  of  the  Slates, 
which  is  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution  ?    By 
the  Constitution,  the  judicial  power  extends  to 
all  cases  arising  under  the  Constitution,  &.c.    Can 
Congress,  with  the  assent  of  the  States,  extend  ihe 
judicial  power  to  murders,  felonies,  and  other  of- 
fences committed  111  the  Stales?     Where  would 
be  found  a  judge  rash  enough  to  execute  such  a 
law  ?     It  IS  believed  that  the  true  doctrine  is.  that 
the  Constitution  is  the  shield  of  every  individual 
in  the  nation,  and  that  its  powers  can  neither  be 
enlarged  nor  diminished  by  the  States,  except  by 
amendments  made  in  pursuance  of  its  provisions. 
It  may  be  added,  Dial  neither  of  the  Presidents, 
Washington  or  Adams,  ever  proposed  a  measure 
of  this  character.     The  present  Cliief  Magistrate 
has  suggested  it  in  one  or  more  of  his  Messages, 
but  always  with  doubts  as  to  ihe  prt>priety  of  an 
interference,  without  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution.    President  Jeffer-on,  in   his  communica- 
tion lo  Congress  lu  180t3,  after  exlubiting  the  con- 
dition of  itie  Treasury,  and  thereby  showing  the 
large  surplusses  of  revenue,  proceeds  lo  incjuire 
whether  the  import  duties  should  be  continued 
and  iliereby  the  overplusses  be  accumulated  ;  and, 
if  sp,  how  they  should  be  disposed  of;  and,  on  this 
subject,  makes  the  following  observations: 

"  On  a  few  articles  of  more  general  and  necessary 
use,  the  supprestiion,  m  due  season,  will  doubtless  be 
right;  bul  ihe  great  mass  of  the  articles  on  which  im- 
post is  paid  are  foreign  luxuries,  purchased  bv  those 
only  who  are  rich  enough  to  afford  ihetuselves  the  use 
of  ihem.  Their  patriotism  would  certainly  prefer  its 
continuance  and  application  to  the  great  purposes  of 
the  pubhc  education,  roads,  rivers,  canals,  and  such 
other  object  of  public  improvement  as  it  may  be  thought 
proper  lo  add  to  the  Constitutional  enumeration  of 
Federal  powers.  By  these  operations  new  channels  of 
communication  will  be  opened  between  the  States; 
the  lines  of  separation  will  disappear;  their  interests 
will  be  identitled,  and  their  union  cemented  bv  new 
and  indls^olullle  ties.  Education  is  here  placed  among 
the  articles  of  public  care ;  not  that  it  is  proposed  to 
take  Its  ordinary  branches  out  of  the  hands  of  private 
enterprise,  which  manages  so  much  better  all  the  con- 
cerns to  which  It  is  equal,  but  a  public  institution  can 
alone  supply  those  sciences,  which,  though  rarely  called 
for,  are  yet  necessary  to  complete  the  circle;  all  the 
parU  of  which  contribute  to  the  iraproveinent  of  the 
country,  and  some  of  thcra  to  its  preservation.  The 
subject  IS  now  proposed  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, because,  if  approved  by  the  time  the  «tate  Legis- 
latures shall  have  deliberated  on  this  extension  of  the 
Federal  trusts,  and  the  laws  shall  be  passed,  and  other 
arrangements  made  for  their  execution,  the  necessarv 
funds  will  be  on  hand,  and  without  employment.  I 
suppose  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  by  consent 
of  the  States,  necessary,  because  ihe  objects  now  rec- 
ommended are  not  among  those  enumerated  in  the 
Conslilulion,  and  to  which  tt  permits  the  public  mo- 
neys to  be  appUed." 


If,  however,  there  were  no  objections  arising 
from  a  want  of  Constitutional  authority,  Mr.  D. 
said,  that,  in  his  judgment,  the  project  was  inex- 
pedient. 

No  details  are  provided.  What  is  to  be  the 
amount  of  interest  in  these  various  projects?  Are 
co-partnerships  with  Slates  or  with  individuals 
to  be  formed,  and  the  profits  divided?  Or  are 
boards  of  works  to  be  established  iq  all  the  States 
with  all  the  machinery  of  management  incident 
10  them,  to  be  superintended  by  Congress?  On 
all  these  points,  and  many  others  which  mit^ht 
be  suggested,  the  bill  is  silent;  and  the  only  an- 
swer we  hear  from  the  friends  of  the  bill,  to  our 
inquiries,  is,  no  details  can  be  agreed  on  ;  should 
details  be  attempted,  the  bill  would  not  be  car- 
ried. Is  this  a  sufficient  answer  ?  Before  we  pro- 
ceed to  grant  away  more  than  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  ii  is  reasonable  that  the  manner  of  ex- 
penditure should  be  pointed  out. 

The  time  also  is  not  proper.  A  war  has  just 
terminated,  leaving  upon  us  a  debt  (with  that 
vvh'cli  existed  before)  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  dollars.  Our  navigating  and  manu- 
facturing interests  are  languishing,  and  no  small 
portion  of  distress  pervades  many  parts  of  our 
country.  It  is  not,  then,  the  prosperous  moment 
to  enter  upon  gigantic  projects — it  is  nol  the  lime 
to  expend  millions  on  undefined  objects. 

It  would  be  unwise,  at  any  time,  to  pledge  this 
great  amount,  and  pledge  it  beyond  ihecontrol  of 
Government  in  any  exigency  of  affairs.     We  are 
now  at  peace — we  may  soou  be  at  war.     Yester- 
cay  a  proposition  lo  reduce  ihe  army  was  reject- 
ed ;  and  a  strong  reason  urged   was,  that  our  re- 
lations with  a  nation  bordering  on   our  territory 
were  in  a  disturbed   condition.     We  all   have  a 
painful  recollection  of  the  state  of  our  pecuniary 
resources  during  the  years  1813,  '14,  and  '15.    We 
have  now  a  full  Treasury,  and  we  speak  of  it  as 
inexhaustible.     Young  men,  coming  lo  the  pos- 
session of  ample  fortunes,  deem  their  riches  end- 
less ;  they  plan,  build,  improve,  project,  and  boast, 
that  "to-morrow   will  be  as  this  day,  and  more 
also."     The  issue  of  such  schemes  we  have  wit- 
nessed.    No  private  or  public   treasure   is  inex- 
haustible,  without  frugal  and  discreet  manace- 
iiient.     Are   we  sure  of  the  continuance  of  our 
resources?     Tliat  derived  from  the  land  tax  we 
can  no  longer  look   lo ;  the  other  internal  taxes 
will  surely  follow  that  on  the  land.   A  dioposiiioa 
is  manifest  to  rid  the  nation  of  these  vexatious 
taxes,  and  they  will  soon  die,  without  a  struggle 
or  a  groan.     Our  revenue  from  imposts  is  liable, 
at  all  times,  to  be  seriously  affected  or  cut  off  by 
a  war.     In  such  an  event,  will  the  people  acqui- 
esce in  supporting  burdens  to  construct  roads  and 
canals?     The  appropriation  can  be  made  by  the 
utxi  Congress;  no  part  of  the  Sl.500,000  will  be 
received  before  its  next  session,  and  not  more  tbaa 
one  dividend.     A  change  in  the  aspect  of  our  af- 
fairs may  occasion  regret  for  this  measure. 

Many  of  the  Slates  have  already  expended 
large  sums  for  the  objects  contemplated  by  this 
bill.  The  public  is  sufficiently  accommodated. 
It  is  inequitable  to  burden  such  States  with  taxes, 
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a  systecp  of  iBternal  improvements,  not  need- 
by  themi'selves,  because  other  States  have  ne- 

►iected  the^e  objects. 
.The  mt£(sure  is  inexpedient,  because,  upon  the 

tjinciples  assumed  in  the  bill,  the  United  States 
T'aay  bie  defeated  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
j'  ifoposed  ofjjects,  by  a  refusal  of  the  assent  of  the 
•  jftates.  Ifithis  Governnjent  had  not  the  power 
V 'f  controUr'ng  absolutely  roads  and  canals,  leave 

'hem  with  ihe  competent  authorities.  If  it  has 
me  power,  it  should  be  eiammed  in  a  manner  be- 
.jiyming  th<»  supreme  authority,  and  not  by  bar- 
tjiins  with  States, 

^  There  is-also  not  a  little  reason  to  apprehend, 
lat  this  project  will  produce  much  discord.    On 

^<e  subject  of  r^ds  and  canals,  much  sensibility 
j^  entertained  b^  the  citizens  of  the  several  States. 
>'filach  seciun  of  a  State  will  have  its  favorite 
^lan.  Thtf  State  Legislatures  and  Congress  will 
mi  besieged  with  applications  and  remonstrances, 
■^ad  a  widp  door  opened  to  intrigue. 
%  In  view  of  all  these  considerations,  is  it  not  a 
;J||Ktaie  of  wisdom  to  pause  before  we  adopt  a 

Jcjeasure  so  important,  so  doubtful  in  its  expedi- 

iocy,  so  qiii'stjonable  as  to  its  constitutionality? 
»  Mr.  Hahdin  said:  As  the  motion  to  postpone 
•<he  bill  until  the  4th  of  March  had  not  been  made 
{j^ri  account  of  any  special  reason,  he  could  not 
^e  why  the  Senate  should  not  now  act  on  the 
Ujfbject ;  and  as  it  would,  if  it  prevailed,  defeat  the 
¥fciij|l,  it  mvoived  the  merits  of  the  subject,  and  to 
}il>at  he  should  turn  his  attention. 
\]   I  was  in  hopes,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  this  bill  had 

)^en  so  framed  as  to  render  the  discussion  of  the 
)nstitutional  question—how  far  Congress  had 
light  to  make  roads  and  canals — unnecessary; 

lijft,  since  it  has  been  urged  in  debate,  I  flatter 
|\^self  that  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  there  is 
jraything  in  this  bill,  nor  in  the  measures  it  con- 
Bein plates.  Which  will  violate  the  Constitution. 

J 'From  the-  general  organization  of  our  institu- 

A«?ns,  we  aie  naturally  led  to  look  to  the  General 

.'^vernmeiit   for   support   and    protection   as  to 

vtfcjose  matt«r)'s  which  relate  to  our  national  rights ; 

^i^d  to  the  States  for  those  which   relate  to  our 

.*ii|iividual  tjr  social  rights.     In  questions  which 

;^olve  thejrights  of  one  State  or  its  citizens,  in 

4cwifliction  Ivilh  the  claims  of  another  State,  or 

^  i  citizens|xhereof,  it  is  the  General  Government 

-^  lich  is  to]  decide  these  matters.     To  this  end 

^«  s  the  Cofnstitution   given   jurisdiction   to  the 

iiiiirts  of  ti^e  United  Slates  in  controversies  be- 


y.xeatver  ttiere  are  rights  which  the  State,  as  a 
}ij«te,  canr»t  cherish  or  protect,  without  coming 
i|i,  collision  with  a  sister  State,  the  General 
(Kjpvernmeiit  has  a  right  to  interfere  and  to  ex- 
iftd  its  aid'; 
tlln  relation  to  the  intercourse  between  different 
^|ates,  it  njay  frequently  happen  that  two  States, 
||ierested  in  promoting  it,  cannot  succeed,  owin«y 
Uihe  wan*  of  co-operation,  or  of  the  permission 
['.an  inter\5.>ning  Slate;  for  example,  the  Siaie  of 
f-^io  and  tl|ie  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and 

i 
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Virginia,  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  navieation 
of  the  Ohio  river  and  an  intercourse  with  Louis- 
ville. It  is  known  that  the  rapids  of  that  river 
at  Louisville,  present  a  great  obstruction  to  the 
navigation  ;  I  have  heard  some  men  say,  that  they 
thought  it  the  interest  of  Louisville  and  its  vicin- 
ity, that  these  obstructions  never  should  be  re- 
moved ;  that  they  caused  the  stoppage  of  nearly 
every  boat  that  passed,  and  thus  rendered  them 
tributary  to  the  adjoining  towns.  This  I  know 
is  not  the  sentiment  of  my  countrymen  generally 
it  is  the  opinion  of  a  few  only  ;  but  suppose  this 
contracted  policy  was  to  pervade  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Indiana,  and  they  were  to  refuse 
their  CO  operation,  aid.  or  assent,  to  improving 
this  navigation,  would  you  say,  sir,  that  the  na- 
tion is  manacled;  that  it  possesses  no  power  to 
interfere  and  protect  the  rio^hts  of  those  who 
wish  to  navigate  this  stream?  It  is  certain  that 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia 
as  such,  could  not.  This  power,  the  power  to 
regulate  and  to  promote  intercourse  between  the 
States,  ought  to  belong  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

But  what  are  the  grounds  on  which  it  is  con- 
tended that  Congress  do  not  possess  this  power? 
The  honorable  member  from  Connecticut  (Mr. 
Daqgett)  has  contended,  thai  because  the  Con- 
stitution has  expressly  given  the  power  to  estab- 
lish post  roads,  they  are,  by  a  legal  rule  of  con- 
struction, excluded  from  establishing  other  roads. 
This  would  be  correct,  if  there  were  no  other 
parts  of  the  Constitution  from  which  this  power 
could  be  fairly  deduced  ;  if  the  subject  of  post 
roaJs  was  not  one  which  particularly  called  for 
such  a  provision  as  is  contained  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. If  no  provision  were  in  the  Constitution 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  post  roads,  I  should 
not  doubt  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish 
post  roads  from  State  to  Slate.  But  it  might 
well  be  doubted  whether  they  had  the  power  to 
establish  a  post  road  between  two  little  towns 
within  the  same  State,  and  ofl"  from  the  main 
post  routes,  for  the  purposes  of  neighborhood,  not 
Slate,  convenience.  Hence  the  necessity  for  this 
express  power  in  the  Constitution. 

But  let  us  resort  to  the  Consiiiution,  and  see  if 
it  does  not  sanction  the  objects  of  this  bill.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  contend,  that  "  to  provide 
for  the  general  welfare,"  is  a  substantive  grant  of 
power.  Take  the  paragraph  of  the  Constitution 
according  to  the  most  limited  sense  in  which  it 
is  construed  by  any  one,  and  omit  intervening 
words,  and  it  will  read,  "  Congress  have  power  to 
collect  taxes,  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare." 
In  other  words,  Congress  have  power  to  raise 
money  when  the  public  welfare  shall  require  it, 
and  to  disburse  it  in  providing  for  the  public 
welfare. 

If  Congress  possesses  this  power,  the  first  ques- 
tion presenting  itself  is,  will  the  public  welfare 
be  promoted  by  great  roads  which  shall  ex- 
tend from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Mississippi  ?  which  shall  by  canals  connect 
inland  navigation  from  one  end  of  our  union  to 
the  other — promote    intercourse   between    State 
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and  State,  expedite  the  mail,  and  facilitate  the 
transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
from  one  place  to  another  in  the  hour  of  peril? 
I  shall  not  be  answered  in  the  negative  by  any 
honorable  member,  I  will  not  dwell  on  this 
point — the  good  sense  of  every  one  who  hears 
me  will  respond  in  the  affirmative. 

The  public  welfare  will  then  be  promoted  by 
accomplishing  ihe  objects  of  the  bill.  In  accom- 
plishing those  objects,  will  any  Stsie  privileges, 
will  any  private  rights  be  violated,  is  the  next  in- 
quiry. It  has  been  contended  that  the  States 
have  the  right  to  make  roads  and  canals,  and, 
therefore.  Congress  do  not  possess  the  power.  It 
is  conceded  that  the  States  have  this  right — so 
have  they  the  right  to  erect  fortifications,  to 
build  ships  of  war.  But  Congress  have  the  same 
right,  and  not  only  the  right,  but  it  is  their  duty 
to  do  it.  Suppose,  in  a  time  of  war,  two  neigh- 
boring posts  separated  by  marshy  ground  ;  would 
not  Congress  possess  the  power  to  make  a  road 
between  ihem  to  facilitate  the  marching  of  troops, 
and  the  transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war? 
No  man  will  deny  this  power.  Whence  is  it 
derived?  From  the  power  to  provide  for  the 
public  defence,  and  to  disburse  money  for  the 
public  welfare.  Then  Congress  may  make  roads 
whenever  these  objects  will  be  promoted,  pro- 
vided, in  so  doing,  the  rights  of  Stales  or  indi- 
viduals are  not  violated.  Who  is  to  judge  when 
and  how  these  objects  can  best  be  accomplished? 
Surely  the  General  Government,  That  this 
power  might  be  so  exercised,  might  be  so  abused, 
as  to  violate  Slate  rights.  I  admit.  So  may  the 
power  to  erect  fortifications.  Were  Congress 
wantonly  to  seize,  for  a  fortification,  ground  con- 
secrated by  the  laws  of  a  Stale  to  ihe  burial  of 
the  dead — were  they  to  prostrate  the  capitol  of  a 
State,  or  demolish  the  country  seat  of  a  citizen 
under  like  pretences — when  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  so  doing,  when  sites  equally  advantage- 
ous and  not  thus  valuable  were  in  their  power — 
it  would  be  an  usurpation  ;  an  act  of  tyranny  on 
State  and  individual  rights. 

It  must,  then,  be  in  the  manner  of  exercising 
the  power,  and  not  in  the  power  itself,  that  State 
rights  are  to  be  violated.  For  I  will  ask  honora- 
ble gentlemen  to  inform  me  what  State  rights 
can  be  violated  if  Congress  were  to  erect,  by  con- 
tract with  all  the  proprietors  on  whose  soil  it 
passed,  a  great  highway  through  any  State;  say, 
for  example,  a  road  from  this  District  through 
Virginia,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kenawha?  Have 
not  the  citizens  a  right  to  sell  their  lands?  to 
grant  a  right  of  way  over  them  ?  Could  not  any 
citizen,  or  combination  of  citizens,  construct  such 
a  road  without  consulting  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia? And  shall  we  be  told  that  the  National 
Government  cannot  purchase  this  right  for  the 
American  family  ?  1  ask  what  difference  there 
is  in  constructing  a  road  by  contract  with  the 
proprietors  over  whose  soil  it  passes,  and  building 
a  fortification  or  a  seventy-four  within  a  Stale  by 
contracts  with  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  used 
for  either  purpose  ? 

The  bill  on  your  table,  sir,expressly  provides  for 


obtaining  the  assent  of  the  State  government 
where  the  money  is  to  be  disbursed.  But  we  are 
asked  by  an  honorable  gentleman,  whether  the 
assent  of  the  Slate  government  is  to  give  us 
powers  which  we  do  not  posse.ss.  Congress  pos- 
sesses the  power  to  make  post  roads,  and  the 
jK)wer  to  make  military  roads  or  canals,  in  other 
words,  roads  or  canals  which  shall  directly  aid 
in  the  defence  of  any  post,  frontier,  or  vulnerable 
point,  without  any  pretence  for  the  interference 
of  the  States  on  ihese  points.  And  I  trust  I 
have  shown  that  Congress  possess  the  power 
to  disburse  the  public  money  in  constructing 
roads,  canals,  &c.,  between  Slate  and  State, 
which  shall  promote  the  public  welfare,  provided 
in  the  manner  of  exercising  this  latter  power 
they  do  not  conflict  with  any  Slate  or  private 
right.  But  if  the  State  government  give  their 
sanction  to  the  measure,  there  can  be  no  conflic- 
tion  of  powers  or  rights.  Hence  this  provision 
in  the  bill,  that  there  may  be  no  coofliction 
with,  no  jealousies  on  the  part  of  the  State  au- 
thorities. Whenever  there  are  doubts  on  Consti- 
tutional points,  it  is  best  to  conciliate — it  is  best  to 
quiet  them  by  courtesy,  if  lime  and  circumstances 
will  permit. 

It  is  said  by  an  honorable  member,  that  even 
if  the  canals  contemplated  were  constructed,  they 
would  be  but  liille  used  in  lime  of  peace  ;  that  our 
citizens  would  prefer  going  round  on  the  ocean, 
the  great  highway  of  nature.  Does  the  honora- 
ble genlleman  imagine  we  are  always  to  remain 
at  peace  ?  Does  he  so  soon  forget  the  perils  and 
difficulties  from  which  we  have  so  recently  been 
relieved  ?  For,  notwithstanding  the  pride  and 
satisfaction  which  every  American  bosom  must 
feel  at  the  general  events  of  the  war,  and  its  hon- 
orabk  conclusion,  the  tear  of  pity  must  drop  at 
the  many  cases  of  individual  misfortunes  and 
suflering.  which  occurred  during  its  progress. 
Who  can  tell  how  many  families  were  brought 
to  penury,  or  the  thousands  of  dollars  that  was 
paid  for  transportation  ?  Who  can  count  the 
millions  worth  of  property  that  was  lost  or  de- 
stroyed for  the  want  of  a  market,  during  the  war  ? 
Would  not  a  great  part  of  this  have  been  avoided, 
if  our  inland  communication  had  been  what  it 
might  be  in  a  few  years  ?  I  verily  believe  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  judiciously  expended  on  the  works 
now  contemplated,  would  have  saved  many^nil- 
lions  during  the  war  to  our  Treasury,  and  tens 
of  millions  to  our  citizens.  Shall  we  never  profit 
by  experience  ?  Shall  we  fold  our  arms  as  soon 
as  the  storm  is  over,  and  loll  in  idleness?  No. 
Let  us  recollect  that  peace  is  the  time  in  which 
to  prepare  for  war.  Let  us  judiciously  use  our 
resources.  Let  us  connect,  by  permanent  roads 
or  canals,  those  points  which  the  experience  of 
the  late  war,  or  our  own  reflections,  teach  us  are 
most  exposed,  with  our  military  depots,  and  with 
the  heart  of  the  country,  whose  population  is  to 
be  iheir  support  in  the  time  of  need.  Let  us  not 
again  wait  until  an  enemy  is  at  our  doors,  before 
we  begin  seriously  to  prepare  for  bira. 

We  have  been  asked,  Mr,  Chairman,  to  post- 
pone this  bill  until  the  meeting  of  another  Con- 
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fess;  and  t  has  been  sugjjested,  that  passing  it 
;  this  tim?,  would  seem  like  a  peace  offering  for 
^1^  offence  committed  in  passing  the  compensa- 
-^(jn  bilL     i 

.We  are.  ty  nature,  too  prone  to  put  off  until  to- 
iibrrow,  u^at  may  be  done  to-day.  We  have 
;j'd  this  supject  before  us  the  whole  session,  we 
^e  lime  fnough  to  discuss  it;  why,  then,  not 
tifet  it  ? 

~  JVot  haviTJg  been  a  member  of  Congress  until 
V^s  session,.  I  stand  in  need  of  no  |»eace  offering 
«,  u  the  subject  alluded  to  ;  and  not  having  desired 
^  remain  ni  public  life  after  this  session,  I  may 
-taSpermitted  to  speak  of  Congress  in  terms  which 
t^fterwise  ijiight  not  be  proper.  When,  during 
He  last  sesj^^on,  I  was  at  home  a  citizen,  observant 
atthe  couT^t?  of  policy  pursued  by  this  Congress, 
1*3 w  them  ^dopting  measures  to  restore  a  national 
wj''ency  ;  ti)  place  our  finances  on  a  respectable 
j>,Jting  ;  toiprolect  our  infant  manufactures;  to 
2J:^er  our  niivy  ;  to  construct  fortifications  ;  and 
•auer  mea^^^res  of  a  like  character.  I  congratu- 
f^f^d  mystlt'and  my  country  in  the  general  wis- 
|;,in  of  lis  measures.     After  I  saw  the  unfortunate 


Febrpahy,  1817. 

of  ihem  elected  under  a  temporary  excitement. 
They  may,  like  some  gentlemen  here  now  be 
disposed  to  put  it  off.  They  may  be  disposed  not 
readily  to  adopt  important  measures  which  we 
by  a  postponement,  would  show  we  were  unwil- 
ling to  meet.  Let  us  then  avail  ourselves  of  this 
opportunity.  Let  us  concur  in  the  measure.  If 
we  do  so,  1  am  sure  the  next  Congress  will  not 
be  disposed  to  repeal  it. 

The  national  sentimeDi  is  in  favor  of  internal 
improvements.     It  has  been  the  time,  the  mode 
the  manner  of  commencing  it,  on  which  public 
sentiment  has  heretofore  been  divided,  not  whe- 
ther it  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  undertaken. 

Let  any  part  of  the  Union  be  assured,  by  the 
passage  ot  this  bill,  that  it  will  receive  a  just  por- 
tion of  its  benefits,  and  there  will  no  longer  be 
any  obstacles  to  our  commencing,  and  in°tirae 
perfecting  this  great  undertaking.  Althou-^h  1 
am  fully  persuaded  that  public  sentiment  calls 
for  these  works,  this  bill  is  not  of  a  kind  to  catch 
the  popular  feeling  of  the  moment;  a  feeling 
which  IS  to  be  wielded  for  electioneering  purposes! 
Its   operation,  although   certain,   will    be    slow ' 


t ;■"■": i  "■"  "» ""'  -""""s't  v-riittiii,  will  oe  slow: 
y  alluded|to  and  the  notice  taken  of  it  by  the  :  years  will  pass  away  ;  as  advocates  may  be  for- 
opie,  1  coifsidered  the  sum  as  nothing  in  a  po-  i  gotten  in  the  walk>  of  private  life  before  its  visi 
Xical  point  of  view,  compared  with  what  I  feared  :  ble  effects  can  be  pointed  out  If  any  subjects 
^.:,uld  be  it^  consequences.  1  apprehended,  and  j  have  been  p  oposed  and  advocated  in  Conpre^s 
l||eaiedly  s^  declared,  that  the  re-action  of  the  at  this  session  as  peace  offerings  to  an  offended 
)1  ^ic  excii;nient  on  Congress,  would  have  an  people.  I  should  say  that  the  projects  of  repealinir 
j«  Javorable  effect  upon  other  measures.  There  your  taxes  and  fur  reducing  your  army  are  of  this 
fcjf  prior  10  7hai  tune,  been  in  the  Slate  in  which  |  kind.     I  do  not  believe   that   ihere  is  any  com 


I  reside,  and  I  believe  in  the  nation  at  large,  an 
^  ;||orable  aud  a  generous  confidence  in  Coijgress. 
'^4  this  measure,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  gave  to 
i^(j<e  who  Were  disposed  to  misrepresent  and  ca- 
./••^ture  the  njotives  of  members,  too  plausible  a 
-"•jnd  for  t^eir  attacks.     Distrust   has  been  the 


plaint  about  your  taxes  at  present  by  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  So  long  as  they  .-ee  that 
these  taxes  are  faithfully  collected  and  judiciously 
applied  to  the  payment  ol  our  debts,  and  to  ob- 
jects of  permanent   usefulness,  they  will  be  con- 

,-  .       . ■- -     tented.     The  people  recollect  that  the  public  faith 

[lisequence  ;  and  I  apprehend  that  members  in  !  in  relation  to  the.^e  taxes  is  pledged  to  rtose  from 
ti  Houses  have  become  too  iimid.  too  little  dis-  ;  whom  we  borrowed  money  in  tlie  period  of  dan 
f  >tl  to  adcyt  important  measures  for  fear  they  i  ger ;  they  will  not  cill  for  their  repeal  if  left  to 
j^M^ld  offenu  again,  although,  in  relation  to  them,  |  the  fair  exercise  of  their  own  <rood  sense 
.<ijlic  seniitiient  has  not  been  expressed.  '  j      One  remark  more.  Mr.  Chauman.     Whatever 

^Bhad  been,  accustomed.  Mr.  Chairman,  to  look    other  gentlemen   may  think  of  it,  the  areument 


jlie  Senate  with  a  high  degree  of  respect  and 
:>eration->.and  as  that  body  which  was  to  give 
liliiy  to  our  national  affairs  in  those  times  of 


^ 


ol  thehonorable  member  from  Pennsylvania. (.Mr. 
Lacock.)   that  this  measure   would  cement  the 

,      -  - ^.    bonds   ol   our   Union,  deserves   consideration-   I 

^porary  excitement,  which  every  free  Govern-  ,  deem  it  of  grea(  importance.  It  is  unfortunately 
f»it  must  ail  limes  be  subject  to.  When  I  had  !  the  case  that  there  have  been  in  different  sections 
E:;hgnor  ol<iaking  a  seat  here  at  the  commence- j  of  this  Union  jealousies  and  suspicions  in  rela- 
tfl^t  ot  thev session,  and  formed  a  personal  ac- |  tion  to  other  parts  of  it.  I  wish  to  God  those 
lAiMQlance  vilh  its  members,  the  opinion  which  i  jealousies  could  be  sunk  in  the  ocean  of  oblivion 
l^Ad  tormeif  ot   this  body  was  by  no  means  les-  |  By  making  your  roads  and  canals,  we  shall  have 

5^       I     V     vu         cur  '""r*^ 'niercour.^e  With  each  other,  and  shall  be- 

-.consider  jhis  bill  as  of  the  first  importance  to  I  come  better  acquainted  with  each  other  •  and  I 

nation,  a.  the  Government  will  thereby  stand    am    per>uaded    that    the    better   we    become  ac- 

[ilged  to  commence  internal  improvements.     It  I  qudinted  the  more  we  shall  like  each  other  •  the 

,  not  ther.-be  in  the  power  of  any  one  branch  '  le,s  willing   we   shall  be  ever  to  see  a  national 

C^OeLeg.sl^ure  to  stop  or  embarrass  the  subject,    barrier  rise  up  betwecu  us  and  ,sever  the  bonds  of 

I'^wijis  passed^ihe  other  House.     A  great  portion     —  '^-■- 


1-.  ^ae  present  members  of  that  body  were  mem 
^iKduring  [{le  war.  and  felt  the  embarrassments 
t^\iir  siiualic>a.  It  is  surely  then  not  detracting 
|^i|»  the  mer-its  of  the  next  Congress,  to  say  tha" 
J^i  UDwill'ng  to  leave  it  to  them.  Many  of 
t|Un  will  be  oew  members;  and  a  great  portion 

^  i 


our  Union. 

It,  sir,  this  bill  should  pass  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, if  any  exertion  of  mine  shall  be  calculated 
to  aid  Its  passage,  I  shall  think  that  I  have  spent 
my  Winter  to  some  other  purpose  than  that  of 
leceiviiig  £  portion  ui  the  public  funds  and  form- 
ing a  more  extended   acquaintance  ;  I  shall  [eel 


t 
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that  I  have  rendered  some  service  to  my  country 
in  return;  and  I  shall  always  recollect  it  with 
pleasure  and  with  pride. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that  he 
did  not  come  to  the  Senate  this  morning  with 
an  intention  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate  on 
this  great  question.  He  now  thought  it  his  duty 
to  make  a  few  observations,  however  desultory 
they  might  be.  He  appealed  to  every  member 
present,  if  the  bill  was  not  a  new  plan  of  legisla- 
ting in  this  country  ?  He  did  this  with  perfect 
confidence,  because  he  was  satisfied  that  nothing 
like  it  could  he  found  in  our  statute  book.  It 
makes  an  appropriation  of  millions  for  roads  and 
canals,  without  directing  a  cent  to  be  expended 
on  any  rond  or  canal.  It  was  as  incorrect  as  it 
was  new,  and  against  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  Government,  which  had  been  to  make  appro- 
priations of  money  as  specific  as  possible;  to  ap- 
propriate a  certain  sum  for  a  certain  object, 
which  sum  ought  to  be  confined  to  such  object. 
Who  can  tell  what  effect  this  general  appropria- 
tion may  have  in  a  few  years?  When  he  recol- 
lected the  importance  of  the  election  of  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  struggles,  anxieties 
and  exertions  which  had  taken  place  about  it,  he 
feared  that  it  might  hereafter  be  connected  with 
that  great  event.  He  spoke  of  human  nature  as 
It  was;  he  believed  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
ment as  pure  as  heretofore.  But  he  well  remem- 
bered the  feelings  which  were  excited  on  a  par- 
ticular occasion,  in  the  Capitol  before  it  was 
burnt;  and  he  as  well  remembered  that  at  the 
sessions  of  Congress  preceding  the  Presidential 
election,  that  which  may  be  called  the  caucus 
session,  motions  have  more  than  once  been  made 
to  move  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government. 
He  only  meant  to  state  the  facts,  and  leave  each 
member  to  draw  his  own  conclusions. 

The  bill  looked  more  like  constitution-making 
than  legislating.  It  established  an  important 
principle,  and  left  the  detail  to  be  hereafter  pro- 
vided, though  in  one  respect  it  differed  widely 
from  that,  which  is  this:  it  locks  up  millions  use- 
lessly, for  years  to  come,  in  the  Treasury,  which 
ought  to  be  employed  in  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.  In  time  of  peace  no  exertion  ought  to 
be  spared  to  discharge  it.  Money  in  war  is 
strength.  Pay  the  debt,  and  the  nation  will  be 
strong  indeed.  But  apply  the  public  money  to 
expensive  projects,  and  we  may  hereafter  be  as 
much  embarrassed  with  debt  and  taxes  as  the 
British  nation,  unless  our  unsettled  lands,  to 
which  people  will  move  and  better  their  situa- 
tion, save  us  for  a  long  time  from  their  unfortu- 
nate condition.  It  is  a  safe  and  good  rule  to  pay 
debts  when  you  have  the  means. 

It  appeared  mure  like  the  decrees  and  procla- 
mations ot  France  and  Great  Britain,  which  per- 
plexed us  so  much  during  their  late  wars,  than  an 
act  of  Congress.  But  these  some  officer  was 
directed  to  carry  into  effect,  and,  of  course,  to 
arrange  the  necessary  detail.  But  the  bill  was 
not  to  operate,  except  by  keeping  the  money  in 
the  Treasury,  without  the  consent  of  Congress 
aud  a  Slate  Legislature,  to  be  hereafter  gfyen. 


Was  it  not  like  a  constitution,  which  only  or- 
dains what  may  be  done,  but  not  how  or  when  ? 
Was  it  not  incorrect,  because  there  was  no  esti- 
mate of  the  cost?  And  no  one  pretended  to 
guess  at  the  sum  necessary  to  finish  the  roads  and 
canals,  nor  does  any  one  know  where  they  are  to 
be.  Was  it  not  against  the  common  practice  of 
Congress  to  appropriate  money  without  an  esti- 
mate ?  It  was  certainly  a  new  discovery  in 
American  legislation,  being  a  permanent  appro- 
priation, not  to  be  used  until  olher  acts  were 
passed,  a  part  of  which  the  General  Government 
could  not  pass.  Very  improperly,  he  conceived, 
the  passing  it  now  had  been  compared  to  ihe  con- 
duct of  a  prudent  individual  ;  such  a  one  would 
count  the  cost  before  he  undertook  great  and  ex- 
pensive works,  and  would  pay  his  debts,  if  he  had 
any,  before  he  would  lay  his  money  up.  not  to  be 
used  for  years  to  come.  It  is  true  that  we  have 
a  permanent  appropriation  to  pay  the  interest 
and  principal  of  the  debt ;  but  that  was  not  locked 
up,  but  in  constant  use,  performing  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  appropriated.  We  also  have 
another,  for  eight  years,  for  the  navy— ihat,  too, 
was  employed. 

Without  entering  into  the  question  of  theCon- 
siitutional  power  ot  Congress  to  make  roads  and 
canals,  which  power  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
was  not  given  to  the  General  Government,  he 
was  convinced  that  if  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbodr)  was  true, 
that  a  bank  was  Constitutional  because  two  laws 
had  been  passed  to  incorporate  the  two  United 
States  Banks,  and  that  the  courts  had  so  decided 
It  was  equally  true,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  (.Mr.  Daggett)  that  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws  were  also  Constitutional,  be- 
cause the  courts  had  so  decided.  There  can  be 
no  difference,  except  that  two  acts  have  been 
passed  in  one  case,  and  but  one  in  each  of  the 
others.  As  to  the  courts,  they  stand  on  exactly 
the  same  fooling;  and  ihe  courts  have  exercised 
the  power  to  declare  a  law  unconstitutional,  and 
rightfully,  he  verily  believed. 

The  authority  to  pass  ihe  bill,  judging  from  the 
arguments  used,  seems  to  be  derived  rather  from 
precedents  than  the. Constitution.  This  surely 
cannot  be  the  true  way  to  construe  that  sacred 
instrument.  All  who  are  called  to  act  upon  it 
must  judge  for  themselves,  and  act  accordingly. 
Hence  all  aci  on  their  own  responsibility.  If 
precedents  are  to  be  the  rule  of  construction,  the 
Constitution  may  be  altered  without  applying  to 
the  Slates;  and,  according  to  it,  no  aiiiendment 
can  be  made  without  their  consent.  This  bill,  if 
passed,  will  itself  add  to  the  precedents,  and  here- 
after strengthen  them. 

He  asked,  why  appropriate  the  money  now, 
when  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  same 
report  in  which  he  states  the  great  revenue  u[ 
the  present  year,  calculates  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion for  several  years  to  come  ?  Which  calcu- 
lations if  correct,  or  nearly  so,  may  render  this 
appropriation  very  convenient. 

No  one  doubts  that  roads  and  canals  are  desira- 
ble, and,  when  wisely  undertaken  and   properly 
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shed,  prodtable.  But  does  this  prove  that  it 
[^luw  wise,  when  the  Uoited  States  are  in  debt, 
mike  thi^  appropriation  for  them,  before  the 
jney  can  be  used,  and  that  too,  to  say  the  least, 
^^i.doubtful  authority?  Every  free  people  seem 
iv^^^urally  to  turn  their  attention  and  industry  to 
r*;;provemtDts  of  every  kind.  As  soon  as  they 
preparcJ,  they  begin.  The  proper  time  is 
WD,  by  (heir  willingness,  by  the  industrious 
careful  people  being  ready  to  vest  iheir  mo- 
^  I'  in  theni,  for  a  reasonable  profit.  He  repeated 
.»#  question,  why  pass  the  bill  at  this  ume,  when 
■^tihave  been  told  that  it  may  be  repealed  when- 
^)r  Congri'ss  think  proper? 
•fflr.  M.  shid,  there  were  one  or  two  points  more, 
vjjch  he  was  desirous  to  have  noticed,  but,  his 
Ice  failing,  he  declined. 

Mr,  AsHHUN  said,  it  was  not  his   intention  to 
^uss  at  large  the  question,  whether  Congress 
a  the  Con.'^titutional  power  to  pass  the  bill  on 
table.     Were  he  to  undertake  this,  he  could 
.no  more  than  to  repeat  the  arguments  of  the 
^orablegentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Dag- 
r,)  and  by  repealing,  he  feared  he  should  weaken 
|m.     He   would,  however,  take  the  liberty  of 
'ing,  that  his  present   impressions  were   deci- 
f/ily  agaio>t  the  right  of  Congress  to  adopt  the 
j^^posed   measure.     Heretofore  it   had   been  un- 
-**  lood  thaft  it  was  almost  universally  admitted, 
the  aui^ioriiy  alluded  to  did  not  exist,  unless 
/onsequepce  of  the  assent  of  the  Legislature  of 
f.^.  State,  WMthin  which  the  road  or  canal  was  to 
Or    made,     ^o   precedent,  it  was  believed,  could 
jf^dduced,  for  going  beyond  this;  and   the   bill 
*''lf,  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
■  nor,  in  terms,  propose  to  expend  any  portion 
■^  .he  immense  fund,  about  to  be  set  apart,  in  any 
/the  States  without  their  consent.     The  second 
L^ifiion  provides  that  the  fund   shall  "  be  applied 
'    constructing  such  roads  or  canals,  Sec,  in  each 
}ate,  as  Congress,  with  the  assent  of  such  State, 
.all   by  law  direct."     The    bill,   therefore,  in 
ios,  admits  the  right  of  a  State  to  an  agency 
{he  expenditure  of  this  money,  and  the  friends 

I  he  bill  seem  to  consider  this  as  a  most  satis- 
ory  answer  to  all  the  Constitutional  objec- 
s  which  have  been  urged  against  it.  The 
i^>ey,  say  gentlemen,  is  to  be  expended  with 
t»*a>sent  of  the  State  ;  and  how,  they  ask,  can 
^i^e  rights  or  State  sovereignty  be  violated  un- 
(»ysuch  circumstances?  Mr.  A.  said,  he  was 
t  J^id  to  believe,  that  when  honorable  gentlemen 
Mlied  of  ihi  assent  of  a  State,  they  meant  a 
rjff  voluntary  assent,  and  not  one  that  was  nom- 
;ed.  But  an  assent  of  the  former 
provided  for  in  the  bill.  The  mo- 
EiV  was  to  be  laid  out  on  such  objects  in  each 
Sfjyte,  as  Congress,  with  the  assent  of  the  State, 
^a  direct.  But  suppose  that  Congress  and 
^State  government  cannot  agree  upon  the  ob- 
tu,  what  i.s  to  become  of  the  money  ?  Will 
.,  State  receive  any  part  of  this  great  fund? 
K"  brovisiOQ  of  that  kind  is  made,  and  none  is 
jci'iided.  (.>n  the  contrary,  it  is  conceded,  that 
J«filuch  a  case,  the  money  is  to  remain  in  the 
Tjtjisury  of  the  United  Slates,  and  as  iheir  pro- 


r{«f  voluntary 
i^^  and  foree 
ipiii  was  not  I 


perty.     The  consent  of  the  State,  therefore,  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill  is  a  mere  shadow— an  illu- 
sion.    Congress   may  and  will  say,  to  a   Slate, 
that  the  money  shall  ke  applied  lu  constructing 
a  road  or  canal  in  a  particular  place;  otherwise 
it  cannot  be  applied  at  all  within  the  State.     In 
such  a  case  the  State  will  be  forced  to  yield  its 
assent  to  the  expenditure  in  the  very  place  point- 
ed out,  however  injudiciously  or  unwisely  select- 
ed,or  however  injuriously  the  measure  may  affect 
its  prosperity,  under  the  heavy  penalty  of  forfeit- 
ing all   Its  interest  in  the  fund.     A  consent  ob- 
tained under  such  circumstances,  is  no  consent; 
the  disposition  of  the  money  will   be  as  much 
without  the  fair  agency  of  the  State,  and  as  ex- 
clusively within  the  control  of  Congress,  as  if  the 
clause  providing  for  the  absent  of  the  State  was 
stricken  out  of  ^he  bill.     The  subject  ought  to  be 
fairly  treated.  Congress  ought  either  openly  to  as- 
sume the  power  of  cutting  roads  and  canals,  wher- 
ever they  please,  whatever  the  States  may  say  or 
think  about  it ;  a  power  never   before  assumed 
or    contended    for,   and    nowhere    expressed    in 
the  Constitution  ;  or  else,  they  ought   to  provide 
for  the  exercise  of  a  discretion  and  a  volition  on 
the  part  of  the  individual  States,  which  shall  not 
be  the  result  of  coercion,  and  which  shall  not  be 
extorted  by  the  consideration  that  withholding  it 
will  forfeit  all  claim   to  their  just  share  of  the 
fund.     Mr.  A.  said,  that  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
gentlemen    who    held    the   opinion,   which    had 
heretofore  so  universally    prevailed,  and   which 
had  been  sanctioned  in  a  great  variety  of  ways — 
that   Congress   had  not  the  power   to  construct 
roads  and  canals  through  a  State  without  obtain- 
ing its  consent,  must,  upon  reflection,  be  entirely 
satisfied,  that  such  consent  is  not  provided  for  in 
this  bill   in  a  manner  to  satisfy  any  reasonable 
man.     The  States  which  had  not  a  preponderat- 
ing influence  in  the  Government  ought  not,  and 
he  thought  would  not,  be  satisfied  with  this  nom- 
inal saving  of  their  rights.     If  they  should  be.  it 
would  in  his  view  lessen  the  importance  of  the 
subject ;  because  in  that  case  he  should  not  think 
it  ot  much  consequence  what  rights  were  retain- 
ed,  and   what   were  surrendered,     Mr.  A.  con- 
cluded by  saying,  that  as  he  did  not  consider  the 
answers  given   to   the  Constitutional  diflliculties 
which  had  been  urged,  as  satisfactory  ;  and  as  he 
was  also  decidedly   against   the  bill  on   various 
other  grounds,  most  of  which  had  been  distinctly 
stated,  he  should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Tiie  question  on  postponement  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negativt— yeas  IS,  nays  19,  as 
loUows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Howell, 
Hunter,  .Macon,  Smith,  Thompson,  'J'lchenor,  Troup, 
Varnum,  and  Williams. 

-"^ AT 9— .Messrs.  Barbour,  Goldsborough,  Hardin, 
Horsey,  King,  Lacock,  .Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  .Noble,  KoberU,  Kuggles, 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Tait,  Taibot,  Taylor,  WclU,  and 
Wilson. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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Thdrsday,  February  27, 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  and  report  what  business  is 
pending  between  the  two  Houses,  and  what  is 
indispensable  to  act  upon  previous  to  the  ad- 
journment, made  a  report;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  petition  of  Han- 
nah Allen,  widow  of  Justice  Allen,  who  died 
"while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing relief,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant, 
the  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  un- 
der the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between 
the  Uoited  States  and  that  State;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Roberts,  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Francis  Henderson  and  family,  heirs  and  rep- 
resentatives of  John  Laurens,  deceased,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Stokes,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on 
certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee  ;  and  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendments 
having  been  concurred  in.  on  the  question,  ''Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays 
8,  as  follows: 

V'kas — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Brown,  Campbell,  Dag- 
gelt,  Fromentin,  Goldsborough,  Hardin,  Horsey,  How- 
ell, Lacock,  MorroT^-,  ^I'oble,  Roberts,  Rugglee,  San- 
ford, Stokes,  Tait.  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tiche- 
nor,  Troup,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Macon, 
Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith,  Varnum,  and 
"Wilson. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading: 

Rtsolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  House  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simp- 
son, and  George  Hicks,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  for  extra  services, 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the 
judicial  courts  of  the  United  States  ;"  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


^i 


Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Establishment  for  the  year  1817,"  also  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  open- 
ing and  cutting  out  a  road  therein  described," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnc.m,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  printing  of  the  tenth  volume  of  the  public 
documents;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  rel- 
ative to  the  land  claims  of  Florida ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise, 

Mr.  Fromentin  also  presented  another  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  the  same  State,  respect- 
ing the  land  titles  in  the  former  Territory  of  Or- 
leans; and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Fro.mentin  also  presented  the  petiiion  of 
P.  and  B.  Jourdan,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed  by 
order  of  General  Jackson,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Fromentin  also  presented  the  petition  of 
widow  Des  Londi,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
praying  compensation  for  damages  sustained  by 
the  destruction  of  her  property,  whilst  occupied 
by  order  of  General  Jackson,, as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Georgia 
fifteen  per  centum  upon  the  quota  of  direct  tax, 
for  the  year  1916,  assumed  and  paid  by  that  State;" 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  deposite  of 
the  papers  of  foreign  vessels  with  the  Consul  of 
their  respective  nations;"  a  bill  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  oq 
imports  and  tonnage;"  a  bill  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence  and  others,  mer- 
chants, residing  in  the  city  of  IVew  York :"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt;"  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal 
so  much  of  any  acts  now  in  force  as  authorizes  a 
loan  of  money,  or  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes;" 
also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  direct  tax;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  passed  the  bill  from   the  Senate,  enti- 
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:igeW  "An  ac.  making  reservaiion  of  certain  public 

.^ds  to  snp#ply  timb«r  for  naval   purposes,"  with 

f^ijenclmeni  i.  in  which  they  request   the  concur- 

iji»ce  of  the  Senate.     They  have  also  passed  the 

tjM  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act   to  enable 

\\t  people  (,'f  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi 

^tfrritory  ir,  form  a  constitution  and  Siate  gov- 

i|cment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 

s  Union  (.n  an  equal  footing  with   the   original 

yies."  with  amendment'',  in  which  they  request 

]  concurrt-nce  of  the  Senate. 

he  Sen;ite  proceeded  to  consider  the  araend- 

s  of  tht'  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 

jj|i.C  mentioned  ;  and,  on  motion,  they  were  refer- 

Si  to   the  Committee  on   the  Public  Lands,  to 
Bsider  and  report  thereon, 
fhe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider   the  amend- 
r^nnts  of  th.»  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
making  reservation   of  certain 
supply  timber  for  naval  purposes," 
therein. 
{♦"JThe  seven   bills  last  brought   up   for  concur- 
:^|ce  were  tead.  and  severally  passed  to   the  sec- 
j.  <',,<(|  readin;^: 

^,'|,'he  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
1  y<iti'ing  of  the  tenth  volume  of  the  public  docu- 
;  ^^""i  '*'"  ^^^'^  3  \W\xiiL  time  by  unanimous  con- 
'    ^K.  and  parsed. 

•Hfhe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^olf.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
^fraaking  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
V*iuenl   lu/-  the  year  1817."  and  the  bill  having 
^^  i.a    lurihif  amended,  ihe  President  reported  1 
!  ^   f '^*  House  accordingly  ;  and  the  amendments 
.  fti  -fing  been  concurred  in,  on  the  que.stion,  '•  Shall 
t*  ;,  amendments  be   engros.sed.  and   the   bill   be 
fits\   a   third  time  as  amended?"    it   was  deter- 
ed  in  the  affirmative, 
me.ssage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
i  i^ormed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
i  ajill,  entitl,>.d  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  de 
Cs<tanado;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  f;.r  the 
Ivf  of  Caleb  Nicholls;"  a  bill,  entitled   "An 
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feiwtled  'An  act 
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re- 
act 

entitled 

;"a  bill, 

Bois- 

vais  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ihe  relief  of 

entitled 
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the  relief  of  William  Oliver;"  a  bill. 
Ill  act  lor  ihe  relief  of  Joseph  J.Green 

tiiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H 

.11 


Ities  Caze  and  John  Richaud  ;"  a  bill 

?n  act   for  the  relief  of  Peter  Caslard  ;"  a  bill, 

liiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Juraonville  de 

,liers;"  a    bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 

Peter   Kifldall  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  '•An  act  for 

relief  ..f  James   Orr ;"  a  bill,  entitled  -'An 

for   the 

entii 

:kma 

;;1»3  of  Anioioe  Bunvenue,  of  the  State  of  Loui 

"s^'^i"  a  bil^,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 

.Aviander  H  .dmes  and  Benjamin  Hough  ;"  a  bill, 

;  er|j|tled  "An,.ctfor  the  relief  of  William  Chism  ;" 

'  »;■§(!,  euiuled  "An  act  for   the   relief  of  James 

•re;"  a   bill,  entitled  "An    act  for  the  relief 

^ladame  ilontreuil ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

ilie  relief  of  Peyton  Short;"  a  bill,  entitled 


relief  "of  Barthelemy  Duverger;"  a 
tilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
ister ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 


fi^ihe  reiiei  01  reyion  onort ;"  a 
"♦jnact  for  ihe   relief  of  Charles  Williams 


'  Wells;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Asa  Wells ;  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  directing  the 
disposition  of  money  paid  into  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  -An  act  to  author- 
ize the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  for  the  lands 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  the  sale  of  certain  lands  therein  described," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  Stale  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and,  on  motion,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said 
amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  con- 
curred therein. 

Mr.  R0BERT8  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Simonds.  of  Beverly,  in  Massachusetts,  who  be- 
longed to  the  array  of  the  Revolution,  praying  a 
pension,  for  reasons  slated  m  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for   the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs  ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

PETITIOX  OF  WILLI  A. M  B.  STOKES. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  B. 
Stokes,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  petitioner  was  the  owner  of  a  house  in  the 
town  of  Havre-de-Grace,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
when  the  British  detachment  arrived  at  that  placa  in 
May,  1813,  at  which  time  it  was  destroyed  by  them. 

The  petitioner  rcpreaenU  his  said  hou9«  as  of  the 
value  of  $7,500.  The  evidence  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee appears  to  hnve  been  taken  under  commis.sions 
issued  by  Kichard  Bland  Lee.  It  is  set  forth  in  the 
deposition  of  John  C.  Ridgly,  a  lieutenant  of  dra- 
goons at  said  time  in  the  service  of  the  L'niled  States, 
that,  on  the  Saturday  before  the  British  arrived  at 
Havre-de-Grace,  he  reached  there  with  a  detachment 
of  dragoons,  in  pursuit  of  deserters,  and  asked  for 
quarters.  .Mrs.  Sears,  who  kept  the  house  of  Mr. 
Stokes  as  a  tavern,  objected  ;  but  he  insisted,  and  did 
quarter  there  from  Saturday  until  Monday,  when 
the  British  lanJed,  and  at  that  time  had  two  de.serters 
under  guard  in  the  said  house.  Subsequently  he  bore 
a  flag  to  the  enemy,  and  remonstrated  against  the  de- 
struction of  said  house,  and  was  answered  a  was  a 
military  depot.  Abraham  Garret,  another  witness  ex- 
amined, swears  that  he  accompanied  the  flag,  and,  on 
remonstrating  against  the  conduct  of  the  British  in 
burning  the  ti>wn,  he  was  told  by  the  Admiral  that 
many  ot  the  houtios  burnt  were  occupied  lor  military 
purposes  ;  that  it  was  his  determination  to  burn  every 
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The  depositions  of  Ridgly  and  Garret  are  those 
only  that  go  lo  touch  the  cause  of  the  burning,  and  all 
they  state  amounts  to  no  more  than  that  this  wa)>  the 
vague  excuse  of  a  vindictive  freebooter  for  a  disgrace- 
ful outrage  on  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare.  The 
detachment  of  cavalry,  it  appears  very  evidently,  so- 
journed in  a  public  house  over  the  Sabbath  only  ;  that 
they  were  there  as  persons  passing  casually,  not  in  a 
military  station,  nor  exercising  any  control  over  the 
house.  The  attempt  to  establish  a  military  occupancy 
from  the  presence  of  militia  is  still  more  objectionable, 
as  there  were,  it  is  believed,  only  the  local  militia 
present,  and  many  of  them  residents.  That  a  British 
Admiral,  committing  acts  of  the  most  flagitious  deso- 
lation, should,  when  earnestly  expostulated  with 
■gainst  it,  oflier  some  pretence  of  justification  at  the 
expense  of  candor  and  truth,  was  to  be  expected — it 
was  perfectly  in  character.  But  the  committee  think 
it  would  be  erroneous  to  admit  such  authority  to  es- 
tablish the  fact  of  public  occupancy.  Mr.  Garret  says 
that  many  of  the  houses  were  alleged  by  the  enemy  to 
be  occupied  for  military  purposes.  This  would  seem 
to  convey  the  idea  that  Mrs.  Sears's  bouse  was  the 
strongest  case,  and  that  others  are  considered  as  eli- 
gible to  allowance,  even  on  slighter  pretences.  Some, 
however,  it  is  admitted,  have  been  burnt  wantonly. 

The  whole  transaction,  the  committee  have  no 
doubt,  was  of  the  most  lawless  character,  and  they 
cannot  admit  for  a  moment  that  this  flagitiously  in- 
cendiary act  should  be  at  all  palliated  by  the  admis- 
■ion  of  such  evidence  to  sanction  it  as  an  act  of  excu- 
sable warfare. 

The  committee  believe  this  to  be  the  first  claim  of  a 
similar  nature  presented  for  the  decision  of  Congress, 
and  they  apprehend  that  the  extent  in  which  like 
claims  may  be  made  gives  lo  the  decision  that  may 
now  be  had  an  importance  that  does  not  belong  to  the 
value  claimed.  While  they  regret  an  enemy,  styUng 
themselves  Christians,  could  commit  acts  of  such  ag- 
gravated turpitude,  and  that  their  fellow-citirens  have 
been  made  the  victims  of  such  heinous  depravity,  they 
cannot  feel  the  obligation  on  the  Government  to  make 
indemnity,  nor  discover  any  practical  principle  of  jus- 
tice that  would  allow  it.  They  submit,  respectfully, 
the  following  reaolution,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent  fund 
for  internal  improvements,  the  bonus  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  the  United  Stales  share  of  its 
dividends."     The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  Bill  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent  fund 
for  internal  improvements,  the  bonus  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  the  United  States  share  of  iU  divi- 
dends. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repre- 
tentative^  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That  the  bonus  secured  to  the  United 
Suies  by  the  "Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and  the  dividends 
which  shall  arise  from  their  shr.res  in  its  capitrl  stuck, 
during  the  present  term  of  twenty  years,  for  which  the 
proprietors  thereof  have  been  incorporated,  be,  and  the 


same  are  hereby,  set  apart  and  pledged  as  a  fund  for 
constructing  roads  and  canals,  and  improving  the  nav- 
igation of  water  courses,  in  order  to  facilitate,  promote, 
and  give  security  to  internal  commerce  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  to  render  more  easy  and  less  expensive 
the  means  and  provisions  necessary  for  their  common 
defence. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  moneys 
constituting  the  said  fund  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
applied  in  constructing  such  roads  or  canals,  or  in  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  such  water  courses,  or  l>oth, 
in  each  State,  as  Congress,  with  the  assent  of  such 
State,  shall  by  law  direct,  and  in  the  manner  most 
conducive  to  the  general  welfare;  and  the  proportion 
of  the  said  moneys  to  be  expended  on  the  objects 
aforesaid,  in  each  Stale,  shall  be  in  the  ratioof  its  rep- 
resentation, at  the  time  of  such  expenditure,  in  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  National  Legislature. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enatted.  That  the  said 
fund  be  put  under  the  care  of  the  Secretarj'  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  time  being ;  and  that  it  shall  be  his 
duty,  unless  otherwise  directed,  to  vest  the  said  divi- 
dend, if  not  specifically  appropriated  by  Congress,  in 
the  stock  of  the  United  Slates;  which  stock  shall  ac- 
crue lo,  and  is  hereby  constituted  a  part  of,  the  said 
fund. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  also 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary,  unless  otherwise  di- 
rected, to  vest  the  bonus  for  the  charier  of  said  bank, 
as  it  may  fall  due,  in  the  stock  of  the  United  States ; 
and  also  lo  lay  before  Congress,  at  their  usual  session, 
the  condition  of  said  fund. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ashmcn,  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  to  the  second  section  the  following 
proviso  : 

^'Provided,  however.  That  no  part  of  said  fund  shall 
be  expended  on  any  of  the  objects  aforesaid,  within  the 
State,  without  the  assent  of  the  Legislature  thereof: 
And  provided,  also.  That  if  any  Sute  shall  refuse  iU 
assent  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  paid  to  such  State 
such  proportion  of  said  moneys  as  would  be  expended 
therein  on  the  objects  aforesaid,  if  such  State  bad  as- 
sented to  said  expenditure." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  5,  nays 
33,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Condit,- Daggett,  Dana, 
and  Tichenor. 

Nits — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Fromentin,  Gaiilard,  Goldsborough,  Hanson,  Hardin, 
Hortey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Ma- 
son of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Noble,  RoberU,  Rug gles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tail, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,  Varnam,  WeUs, 
Williams,  and  WUson. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gtoldsborocgh,  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  of  section  three,  after  the 
word  '"duty,"  in  line  three,  to  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion, and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

"To  apportion  and  divide  the  said  fund,  as  it  annu- 
ally accrues,  among  the  several  Stales  now  existing, 
and  such  as  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
according  to  the  then  existing  ratio  of  representation, 
as  before  directed  ;  and  to  invest  the  same,  so  appor- 
tioned and  divided,  in  funded  debt  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  the  names  of  the  respective  Stales  ;  and  the  funded 
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I*bt.  GO  set  apart  in  the  n»me«  of  the  respective  States, 
jl^all  be  applied  to  the  aforesaid  objects,  under  the 
j<.ncurrent  direction  of  Congress  and  the  Legislature 
IC  the  Stalo  interested  ;  and  he  shall  also  lay  before 
r^ngress,  tt  their  next  annual  session,  the  condition 
\f  the  said  i;und." 

It  was  d>'terrained  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21, 
|ays  17,  a-:  follows : 

YiAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Fromentin,  Golds- 
^irough,  Hanson,  Horsey,  King,  Lacock,  Mason  of 
<ew  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Noble, 
<oberU.  Ruggles,  Snnford,  Stokes,  Tait,   Talbot,  Taj- 


?:oberU.  Ruggles,  Snnford,  S 
'r,  Thompwon,  and  Wells. 
••  Nats — .Messrs.  Ashmun, 


..-...».„..,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit, 

*ggelt,  Dana,  Gailiard,  Hardin,  Howell,  Hunter, 
«con,  Smfth,  Tichenor,  Troup,  Varnum,  Williams, 
»d  Wilson. 

On  mcttoD,  by  Mr.  Ca.mpbi:ll,  to  amend  the 
rst  jection  of  the  bill,  by  inserting  after  "and," 
•  the  fourrh  line,  "so  much  of;''  and  in  the  sev- 
^  th  line,  after  the  word  "incorporated."  ''as 
pall  reraajn  after  paying  the  interest  accruing 
^  the  stocks  of  the  United  Stales  constituting 
le  said  khires." 

It  was  c^terrained  in    the    negative — yeas   17. 
wys  21,  as  follows: 

^Y**»— W**""-  Ashmun,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit 
paggett,    Dana.    Gailiard,    Hardin,    Howell,    Macon, 
,Dith,  Stokes,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Troup,  Varnum, 
d  Williams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Fromentin,  Golds- 
j^rough.  Iliuison,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Ma- 
^n  ol  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  .Morrow, 
jjoble,  Kot>cn8,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Bells,  and  jkVilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  to  add  the  foilow- 
roviso'to  the  second  section  of  the  bill : 
^  1  'rovided.  That  the  proportion  of  said  fund  to  be 
Aigncd  to  any  State,  or  any  part  thereof,  may,  by 
Oe  assent  of  such  State,  be  applied  to  the  purposes 
0>resaid  in  any  other  State." 

^Ii  was  deiermined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  26 
fc'^Ys  12,  as  follows: 

^Vk*«— M<^rs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace,  Fromen- 
,Goldsbor:.ugh^  Hanson,  Hardin,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
|g,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason,  of 
fjinia.  Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
ies,  Tail,  'I'albot,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichenor,' 
tA^a,  and  Wilson. 

ATS — Mensrs.  Ashmun,  Campbell,  Condit,  Dag- 
t,  Dana,  Gailiard,  Howell,  Macon,  Smith,  Troup, 
mum,  and  Williams. 

fpn  motiop,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  add  to  the  end 

*ihe  hill  il;e  following  proviso: 

Proridtd'i  That,  in  case  the  United  States  shall 

ngaged  n.  war  with  any  other  nation,  it  shall  and 

y  be  lawful  to  divert,  during  the  continuance  of 

''i  war,  any  unexpended  sura  of  this  appropriation, 

i.^ruing  during  such  period,  for  the  purpose  of  main- 

•  Oing  «uch  j»ar." 

^was  detiermined  ia  the  negative— yeas   18, 
"•19,  as  fiJlows : 

liAs— Mejisrs.  -\8hmun,  Campbell,    Chace,  Con- 
Paggclt,  Pana,  Gailiard,  Hardin,  Howell,  Hunter, 
^^on,  Maso,.  of  Virginia,  Smith,  Thompson,  Tiche- 
B  J,  Troup,  Varnum,  and  Williama. 
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Nats— Meaars.  Barbour,  Brown,  rromentin.  Golds- 
borough,   Hanson,   Horsey,  King,   Lacock,   Mason  of 
New  Hampshire,   Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Rueirles 
Sanford,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Wells,  and  Wilson       ' 

On  the  question,  -Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  22,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

^'t.A.%—M<^KT».  Barbour,  Brown,  Fromentin,  Golda- 
borough,   Hanson,    Hardin,    Horaey.    King,    Lacock 
Maaon  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Mor- 
row, Noble,  RoberU,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Stokea.  Tait 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ashmun,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit 
Daggett.  Dana,  Gailiard,  Howell,  Hunter,  Macon' 
Smith,  Thompiwn,  Tichenor.  Troup,  Varnum,  and 
Williams. 


Frtday,  February  28. 
The  twenty-two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read.and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph J.  Green,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  eutiiled  "An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Peter 
Kindall,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  (hereon. 

The  billentiiled 'Anactfor  the  relief  of  John  de 
Castanado,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
ander Holmes  and  Benjamin  Hough,"  was  read 
the  second  tune,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  An- 
toine  Bienvenue,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider'  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Villere,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon.  ' 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
dame Montreuil."  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asa 
Wells,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  -An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Oliver,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
Cee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  James 

"a  fi^'-'-ger^ais,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 

u^nimous  consent,  and    referred    to    the   same 

committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bili  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
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Caslard,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  -'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ju- 
monville  de  Villiers,"  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Buckmajter."  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee. 10  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Orr."  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  art  for  the  relief  of  Bar- 
tbelemy  Duverger,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Caze  and  John  Ricbaud,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
same   committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pey- 
ton Short,"  was  read  the  second  lime  by  unani- 
mous eonsent,  and  reftrred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Caleb 
Nicholls,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military   Affairs,  to  consider  and  report   thereun. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Chism,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Williams."  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Wells."  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  loan 
act,  entitled  'An  act  directing  the  disposition  of 
money  paid  into  the  courts  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt."  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  de- 
posit of  the  papers  of  foreign  vessels  with  the 
Consul  of  their  respective  nations,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Lawrence  and  others,  merchants,  residing  in  the 
city  of  New  York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  acts  now  in  force  as  authorizes  a  loan  of 


money,  or  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes."  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  an 
acttoregulate  the  duties  on  importsand  tonnage," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
last-mentioned  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  quota  of  direct  tax, 
for  the  year  18i6.assumed  and  paid  by  that  State," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  direct  lax."  was  read 
the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  Isaac  Briggs.  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  resolution  to  make  an  additional  allowance 
to  Robert  Tweedy  and  others,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  under  the  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
Slates  and  that  State,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act.  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  Slates," 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  a  surveyor  for  the  lands  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  the 
sale  of  certain  lands  therein  described,"  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  William  B.  Siokes,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbodr,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  placing  Reuben  Thacker,  and  Wyalt 
Lanthrop,  on  the  pension  list,  respectively. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  eniiiled  -'An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1817,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries 
and  locations  of  lands  therein  described,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  'Aq  act 
to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent  fund  for 
internal  improvements,  the  bonus  of  the  National 
Bank,  and  the  United  Stales'  share  of  its  divi- 
dends," having  been  reported  correcily  engrossed  : 
Mr.  Daggett  submitted  the  following  motion : 
Raohcd,  That  this  bill,  and  the  amendmenU  there- 
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be  recdmmitteJ  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
fvanala,  with  instructions  to  provide  that  such  part  of 

<i>ie  fund  therein  pledged  be  appropriated  to  promote 
iiiternaJ  improvements  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as 
jit  may  be  entitled  to  according  to  iu  numbers,  which 
V^ail  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of 
▼free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a 
Ifcrm  of  ytars,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three- 
lAfths  of  ail  other  persons,  and  the  appropriation  hereby 
ftjiade  to  be  under  the  control  of  Congress. 

\\  It   wai  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  14 
f^avs  22, as  follows :  ' 

I     YsAs-iMessrs.  Ashmun,  Campbell,  Chace,  Dagget, 
rPana,    Gjillard,   Howell,   Macon.   Smith,  Thompson, 
P'lchenor,  Troup,  Varnum  and  Williams. 
I*  Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Fromentin,  Golds-  ' 
t«orough,    Hanson,    Hardin,    Horsey.    Hunter,    King, 
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pi.acocli.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia', 
^Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Siokes, 
JJl'ait,  Taylor,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

o  The  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended; 
^nd    on   the  question.    "Shall   this    bill    pass  as 

,*mended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 

♦-*-VPas  20,  nays  15.  as  follows  : 
i  j  Yeas — Meters.  Barbour,  Brown,  Fromentin,  Golds- 
m^)TO\lgh,  Hanson.  Hardin,  Horsey,  King,  Lacock, 
«^A4a»on,  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Mor- 
;^i♦w,  RobeAs,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Tait,  Taylor, 
""^ells,  and  Wilson. 

jiNats — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Campbell,  Chace,  Dag- 
•Vrtt,  Dans,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Hunter,  Macon,  Smith, 
Jfllhompsori,  Tichenor,  Troup,  Varnum,  and  Williams. 

^  <So  it  vras  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 

^ii'inendmwiis. 

si    The  lit^e  was  amended  to  read— "An  act  to  set 

23l)^art  anci   pledge  certain  funds  for  internal  im- 

A;ovemeitt.'' 

I  I         DISTRICT  BANKS. 

^  The  Sinate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
.Jpyhole,  tfje  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
'liie  the  ,tub>cnbers  to  certain  banks  in  the  Dis- 
^rtct  of  Columbia;  and  Mr.  Var.nd.m  was  re- 
^^Aviesied  to  take  tfie  Chair. 

tj..^°  '"o«'on  hy  Mr.  Ki.ng,  that  the  further  con- 
jr^ideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  fourth 

^ay  of  March   next,   it    was   determined    in  the 
.pfc^ative— yeas  12.  nays  23.  as  follows: 
i^j^K AS— -Messrs.   Ashmun,    Condit,    Hunter,    King, 

lorrow,  Smith, 
liams. 

,.  . ,  Jampbell,  Chace, 

.    ,>tggett,   Dana,    Fromentin,  Gaillard,   Goldsborough, 
'»  Unson,  Horsey,  Howell,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Noble, 
loberts,    Ruggles,  Sanford,   Siokes,    Taylor,   Troup, 
:r  Vnum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

•r    JThe  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Phesident 
v|[e|Buraed  the  Chair,  and  it  was  reported  to    the 

tJjuuse  accordingly  ;  and  the  amendments  having 
-I  ejen  concurred  in.  and  the  bill  further  amended, 
\:  (i  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 

!  i-jid  a   third   lime?"  it  was  determined   in  the 

^  ii^rmative. 

\  Saturday,  March  1. 

I  Mr.   HcNTER,   from   the  Committee  of  Com- 
•iVifce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 

i;  . 


.pkSfaiive — yeas  V4.  nays  liJ.  as  IoHom 
\i  'Ykas — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Condit,  H 
:fP»con.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mc 
■fVit,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  William 
•  »  Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Canr 


the  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Lawrence  and  others,  merchants,  residing  in  the 
city  of  New  York,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  same  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William'  G. 
Ridgely,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, made  report.     Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  he  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affair?,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Williams," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act'for 
the  relief  of  Maty  Wells,"  also  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Chace.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
directing  the  disposition  of  money  paid  into  the 
couns  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the  service 
of  their  masters;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  4ih  day  of  March,  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  secure,  in 
certain  cases,  the  bounty  in  laud  to  the  heirs  of 
deceased  soldiers,  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House;  and,  on  the  question,  -'Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  repealing  the  act,  entitled  An  act  fur  the  safe- 
keeping and  accommodation  of  prisoners  of  war,' 
passed  July  6ih,  1812,'' and  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  made  thereto,  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  House;  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  an 
act  for  organizing  the  General  Staff,  and  making 
further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  furnishing 
the  house  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  iu  force  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  relating  to  settlers  on  lands 
of  the  United  States ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Summers  and  Joha  A[\t3  ;  ' 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the 
location  of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  first  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  ninth  of  August,  1814,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation,  to 
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certain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  that  nation,  a 
for  other   purposes;"  a  bill,  entitled   "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Abraham 
Owen;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  Elislia  Fisher  &  Co., 
and   Thomas  Clifford,  and    Thomas  Clifford  <t 
Son  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  repairing  the  public  buildings  and  im- 
proving the  public  square;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  allowing  further  time  for  entering  donation 
rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit;"  a  bill. 
entitled  'An  act  respecting  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  in  the  northern  district  of  New 
York;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An   act    to  continue   in 
force  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
transferring  the  duties  of  Commissioner  of  Loans 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  abolishing 
the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Loans  ;"  also  a  bilf, 
entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  peace  establishment  of 
the  marine  corps;"  in  which   bill.s  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.     They  have  also 
passed  the  bill  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  re- 
ports of  the   decisions  of  the   Supreme  Court." 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.     Also,  the   bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement 
of  public  accounts."  with  amendments,  m  which 
they    request    the   concurrence    of  the    Senate. 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  set  apart  and  oispose  of  certain  public  lands  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
and  ohve,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts."  and 
concurred  therein,  with  an  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  reports  of  de- 
cisions of  the    Supreme  Court."  and  concurred 
therein. 

The  twelve  bills  last  brought  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  pa^jed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision lor  repairing  the  public  buildings  and  im- 
proving the  public  square"  was  read  the  second 
ume  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  transferring  the  du- 
ties ot  Commissioner  of  Loans  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  abolishing  the  office  of  Com- 
missioner ot  Loans,"  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "Aa  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  second  ^ectlon  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
liUiCo:*.  tjd  Sess.— 7 


unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  in  the  nortliern  district 
of  New  York"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  Marine  Corps"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
and  Thomas  Clifford,  Elisha  Fisher  &  Co.,  and 
Thomas  Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bili  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  relating  to  settlers  on 
lands  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The   bill  entitled   "An   act  for   the   relief  of 
Joseph  Summers  and  John  Allen"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  lasi-raentiooed  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  '-An  act  making  provision  for 
the  location  of  lands  reserved  by  the  first  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  9th  of  August.  1814,  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation,  to  cer- 
tain chiefs  and  warriors  of  that  nation,  and  for 
other  purposes."  was  read  thesecond  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  ihereon. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  wid- 
ow and  children  of  Abraham  Owen"  was  read  the 
second  lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairsi.  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  allowing  further  time 
for  entering  donation  rights  to  lands  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Detroit"  was  read  the  second  lime  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  fur- 
nishing the  house  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  considered  as  in  Cummitlee  of  the 
Whole;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  Preside.nt  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  to  make  an  additional  allow- 
ance to  Robert  Tweedy  and  others  was  read  a 
third  lime,  and  passed,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  this  House  to  Robert  Tweedy,  To- 
bias Simpson,  and  George  Hicks,  the  >um  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each  for  extra  services. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  cer- 
tain banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  having 
been  reported  by  t!ie  Committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
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J  thereof  he.  '"An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 

.  io  certain  banks  in  the  Di>trict  of  Columbia,  and 

I  jo  prevejjt  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  unin- 

■  t  eorporatrd  associations  within  the  saiJ  District." 

•'  \\    Mr.  M*RROw.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 

.  i  jic  Land*,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 

"  f  p{  the  Hffuse  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  eoti- 

;  (led  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a 

I  jurveyor  for  the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the 

^Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain  lands 

,     'herein  <t;escribed,"  made  report  thereon,  which 

''f  jva«!  read^and  considered.     Whereupon, 


PKesolttd,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  some  and 
isawree  \o  other  of  the  said  amendments. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
-J|  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  an 
3|additiona;l  compensation  to  the  circuit  judge  of 
■7  the  sixtl;  circuit  of  the  United  Slates;  and  no 
.^imendmfnt  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbeb- 
•f  vDENT  re*>orted  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
•#fo  be  enc<rossed  and  read  a  tiiird  time. 
jl  :  The  PiiEsiDENT  communicated  to  the  Senate 
fthe  folloifving  letter  from  the  President  elect  of 
\\^t  United  States: 

-i;  :    CiTi  of  Washisgtox,  iVarcA  I,  1817. 

_.  ;   Si«:  I  5)cg  leave,  through  you,  to  inform  the  hon- 

^&rmble  Senate  of  ihe   United  States,  that  I  propose  to 

^•a»ke  the  oath  which  the  Con?titutiori  prescribes  to  the 

president  pf  the  United  States,  before  he  enters  on  the 

ceculion  i)f  his  office,  on  Tuesday  the  4th  instant,  at 

J2  o'clock;,  in  the  Chamber  of  the   House  of  Repre- 


sentatives^ 


i  I  h^ve  the  honor  to  be,  «Scc. 

^i^i  ♦  JAMES  MONROE 

;i|  Hon.  J(ts?r  Gaillard, 
*f  ;  V'fCaidtnt  of  the  Senate 


1; 


j  Whereiipon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  BARBOt:R. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
ihake  suc|i  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  fur 
^t^ie  reception  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
*(in  the  ocj^asion  of  his  inauguration. 
*^^^  j  Ordernl,  That  Mr.  Barbour.  ..Mr.  Goldsbo- 
•  qouoH.  aod  Mr.  Trocp.  be  the  committee. 
M  '^  Mr.  TijtHENOR,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
ito  whom:was  referred   the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
•jftjr  the  relief  of  William    Oliver,"   reported    it 
:'*^ithout  amendment. 

'i\  Mr.  TiChenor.  from  the  same  committee,  to 
;?yhom  WHS   referred  the  bill  entitled  -An  act  fjr 

V  lye  relief  of  George  Buckmaster,"  also  reported 
l^&  withouj  amendment. 

;;  I  Mr.  Ca;Mpbell.  from  tiie  Committee  on  Fi- 
jjifance,  to.  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
v'lAn  act  rpaking  additional   appropriations  to  de- 

the  e^pen*es  of  the  army  and  railiiia  during 
>e  late  war   with   Great    Britain,"   reported   u 
•  ■with  anipjidmenrs,  which  were  read. 

VI  I  Mr.  WiJLLiAMs,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
';Ury  AffaiVs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 

;tled  -An  _  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
jsiiildren  ojf  Abraham  Owen,"  reported  it  without 
rjiTnendmeat. 

.;i,«  Mr.  VV'^LLiA.Ms,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
^lYhom  w^  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
Mi»»e  relief,  of  Caleb  Nicholls,"  aLo  reported  it 
» Without  ajjaendtnent. 

V  • 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  coniiiiue 
in  force  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  pas>ed 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1813,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  the  bill  having  been  aniendeJ.  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly, 
and  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenlafi  ves 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  liave  concurred 
in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  amend  the  act  -authorizing  the 
payment  for  property  lust,  captured,  or  desiioyed 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  |)ds.«ed 
the  9th  of  April,  181G,"  with  an  amendment,  m 
which  they  request  ibe  concurrence  o(  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Represeuiaiives  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  last  uieo- 
tiuned,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  iu  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  fur  other  purposes ;  and  on  motion  by 
Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGU,  the  furilier  coii.sideraiioQ 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  4th  day  ol  March 
next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Resolved.  Tiiat  the  Coiumitiee  on  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  report  a  bill  (or  couimuiug 
in  force  an  act  establishing  trading  iiou:>es  wim 
the  Indian  tribes,  which  will  expire  on  the  4ih 
instant.     Whereupon, 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  said  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  continue  lu  force  au  act,  eutaied  'An  act 
for  esiahli>hing  trading  houses  with  liie  Indian 
tribes;"  and  the  bill  was  read  the  tirsi  and  second 
limes  by  unanimous  conseui,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Wdole;  and  no  atnenduieat 
having  been  made  thereto,  tfje  PBEdioK.^r  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  ;  and  uu  ilie  question, 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  aud  read  a  tnird 
time  1"  it  was  determined  in  the  ufiiriudiive. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  commiiiee  ajipointed 
on  the  subject,  made  report.     Wliereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Srcreiary  of  ilie  Senate 
intorm  the  House  of  Hepreseniaii ves  tliai  ifie 
President  elect  of  the  United  Siaies  will,  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  Iz  o'clock,  lake  ilie  oath  of 
oSice  required  by  the  CuusiiiuiioM,  to  liie  Cnaiu- 
ber  of  tjie  House  of  Representatives ;  and  that  he 
also  inform  the  President  ekci  lljai  llie  beuaie 
will  be  in  session  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  making  appropriaiioa  tor  carrying 
into  effect  certain  Icdian  treaties;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  (rom  i!ie  same  commitiee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  re-pectin? 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  direct  tax," 
reported  a  wiih  amendments,  which  were  read, 
and  considered  as  la  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
I  aod  (be  ameodmeDts  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
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President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly; and  the  amendments  having  been  con- 
curred in,  on  the  question,  "Shall  the  amend- 
ments be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
lime  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  to 
provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt." 
reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were  read 
and  considered  as  in  Commitiee  of  the  Whole! 
and  having  been  agreed  lo,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amelided  ?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  commitiee  lo  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  .Mes.-age  of  ihe  President 
of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  weights  and 
measures,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  prepare  and  report  to  the  Senate  a  stntemcnt 
relative  lo  the  regulation  and  standard  for  weighu  and 
measures  in  the  several  Slates,  and  relative  to  pro- 
ceedings in  foreign  countries  for  establishing  unifor- 
mity in  weights  and  measures,  together  with  such 
propositions  relaliTc  thereto  as  may  be  proper  to  be 
adopted  in  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conMderalion  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  under  the  articles  of  agreement  and  ces- 
sion between  the  United  States  and  that  State; 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto' 
the  President  reported  it  lo  the  House,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  fix  the  Peace  Establishment  of  ihe  marine 
corps,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  alter  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pres 
ident  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi 
nance,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  the  Siale  of  Georgia  fitieea  per  cent, 
upon  the  quota  of  direct  tax  lor  the  year  1816 
assumed  and  paid  by  that  State,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
repeal  .so  much  of  any  acts  now  in  force  as  au- 
thorizes a  loan  of  money,  or  an  isiue  of  Treasury 
notes,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plerneniary  to  'An  act  to  regulate  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,"  also  reported  it  without 
amendmeDt. 


T.rT  ^"^"^'^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  concerning  the  compensation  of  the  district 
nttorney  for  the  district  of  Massachusttt.-"  and 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  the  fourth  of 
March  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  ihe 
Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  1817  •" 
and.  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Phesi- 
DENT  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and 
the  amendment  having  been  concurred  m,  on  the 
question,  "Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed, 
aod  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amJiided?'' 
It  was  determined  la  the  aflSnuaiive. 


NEUTRAL  RELATIONS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Com.-uittee  of  the 
Whole,  tne  consideration  oi  the  bill,  entiilel  "An 
act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States."  together  wiih  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith  that  the  further  coq- 
sideralion  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  4th  of 
March,  insiaoi,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas  8,  nays  28  as  follows: 
^^^''*«— ^^esars.  Chace,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Noble,  Smith,   W  iiliams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ashrnun,  Barbour,  Campbell,  Gon- 
dii, Daggett,  Cioldsborough,  Hardin,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, .Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rugglea, 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Tail,  Talbot,  Tavlor,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Troup,  Varnum,  and  Well's. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  follow«o<»' 
amendment,  reported  by  the  C'jmmittee  of  For* 
eign  Relations  : 

"  Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
owners  of  all  armed  ships  sailing  out  of  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  and  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by 
citizens  thereof,  shall  enter  into  bond  to  the  United 
States,  with  sufficient  sureties,  prior  to  clearing  out 
the  same,  in  double  the  amount  of  the  value  of  lbs 
vessel  and  cargo  on  board,  including  fier  armament, 
that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  ahall  not  be  employed  bj 
such  owners  in  cruising  or  committing  hosulities,  or 
in  aiding  or  co-operaling  in  any  warlike  measure 
against  the  subjecU,  citizens,  or  property,  of  any 
Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people, 
with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace" 

(t  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
nays  13,  as  follows : 

Yeas— .Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Hardin,  Horsey, 
King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Sanford,  Siokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tichenor, 
Troup,  and  Wells. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Noble,  Ruggles,  Smith, 
Varnum,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

The  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  with 
a  further  amendment,  ihe  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly,  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  coacurred  in,  on  the  que^iioa 
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^',ShalI  iL*  amendmenis  be  engrossed  aad  the  bill 
read  a*third   time   as  ameaded  ?"  it  was  de- 
tt^rmiiied:in  the  affirmative. 


Proceeding*, 


March,  1817. 


! 


I; 


■;  Monday,  March  3. 
i  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
.-Wance.  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
vj^n  act  rransferring:  the  duties  of  Commissioner 
^'S(  Loans  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
•jftiwlishintt  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Loans," 
'jn-poried  11  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
^.•fensidere^  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and. 
i>>i?ing  btrn  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
>)  the  Hojse  accordingly;  and  the  amendments 
ijjiving  been  concurred  jn,  on  the  question.  "Shall 
^e  amenlments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read 
I'third  lit^ie  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
fce  affirn»aiive. 

<,  The  arqendments  having  been  reported  by  the 
Ominittef  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
'cthird  tiniie  as  amended,  by  unanimous  consent, 
j, 'jtpd  pas«;e{l  with  amendments. 

*  j  •  Mr.  Hf^fTER.  from   the  Committee  on  Com- 

*  iaerce  ani^  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
l^e  bill,  eiitiiled  '"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 

';*jid  John  Clifford.  Elisha  Fi«her  and  Company. 
^*4d  Thonift*  Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford  and 
*J>*)n,'' reported  it  without  amendment;  and  the 
rl)|ll   was  '^:onsidered    as    in    Committee   of    the 

*  'l^yhole,  and.   no  amendment  having  been  made 
l|erelo,  th€  President  reported  it  to  the  House ; 
f  d  on  lli«-  question.  '-  Shall   this  bill   be  read  a 
ijird  time?-'  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
\\\)  the  bill  was  lost. 
,j  'Mr.  Hf?»TER.  from  thesamecommittee,  to  whom 

^  ^as  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authoriz- 
J  tfg»the  deposite  of  the  papers  of  foreign  vessels 
>  wth  the  QoDsuls  of  their  respective  nations,"  re- 
Varied  It  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
^  ansidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and. 
*  li  amendment   having   be«n   made    thereto,  the 

•^EsiDKN?  reported  it  to  the  House, 
i  }Ord€re<i  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading;  tod 
'.'was  reac;  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent, 
,  i|d  passed 
)0n  motiijn  by  Mr.  Lacock. 
'ftesolveU.  That  the  Secretary  ef  the  Treasury 
It^  directed  to  prepare  and  report  to  the  Senate, 
ft-  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the 
implication  of  the  means  provided  by  law,  or  such 
i  are  in  ihe  power  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose 
?;openingroadsor  makingcanals,  and  such  other 
cformaticffi  as  he  may  consider  material  in  rela- 
i9n  to  the  objects  aforesaid. 
..Mr.  Mo!iROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
.Ands,   towhom    was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
,'^n  act  tc^ continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An 
flit  relatinij  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
f  iates,"  rtjjorted  it  without  amendment. 
.Mr.    M.wiROW,  from  the  same   committee,  to 
^^ora  wa  ;  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 

}'e  relief  of  Joseph  Summers  and  John  Allen," 
^  JO  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Cui.cE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
iiry,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, entitled  "An 


act  respecting  the  district  courts  of  ibe  United 
States,  m  the  northern  district  of  New  York," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jumonvillede  Villiers,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  Villere,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Asa  Wells,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Antoine  Bienvenue,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Barihelemy  Duverger,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  H.  Boisgervais,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  Orr,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  Co 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  J.  Green,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jame  Caze  and  John  Richaud,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Madame  Montreuil,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Caslard,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peyton  Short,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexander  Holmes  and  Benjamin 
Hough,"  also  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  additional  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  array  and  militia  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain."  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance;  and,  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and.  the  amendments  having 
been  concurred  in,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a 
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third  time  as  amended  7"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative.  And  the  said  amendments  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
frossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
y  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Howell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act 
for  the  relief  of  invalid  pensioners."  reported  it 
with  amendments,  which  were  read,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and,  the  amendments 
having  been  concurred  in,  on  the  question.  "  Shall 
the  atuendmenls  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read 
B  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative.  The  said  amendments  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  were  referred  the  cases  of  Alex- 
ander Patterson,  Jedediah  Smith.  Joel  Cook,  Pe- 
ter Mills.  James  Gorhara,  James  Green,  the  chil- 
dren of  Captain  Logan,  (an  Indian,)  Nicholas 
Boome,  George  Rowles,  Randolph  Clarkson. 
Hannah  Allen,  and  Daniel  Simonds,  made  report. 
Whereupon, 

/iesolved,  That  the  aforesaid  applicants  have 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts, 
Ordered,  That  ihe  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  following  memorials  and 
petitions,  to  wit :  The  memorials  of  William  Pat- 
terson, and  others,  of  Baltimore  ;  the  petition  of 
Jonas  Cutting ;  the  petition  of  Sarah  Jarvis.  and 
others;  the  petition  of  Edward  Vanhorn;  the  pe- 
tition of  P.  i.  B.  Jourdan  ;  and  the  petition  of  the 
widow  Des  Londi;  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  making  an  appropriation  for  marking  and  cut- 
ting out  a  road  therein  described  ;''  and.  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  the  PREaiDENT 
reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian 
treaties,  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ; 
and  amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engros.oed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  'An  act  making  appropriation  for  car- 
rying into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  entitled  'An  act  making  further 


provision  for  repairing  the  public  boildings,  and 
improving  the  public  square."  reported  it  with- 
out amendment;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
concurred  in,  on  the  question  '•  Shall  the  amend- 
ment be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  said  amendment  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  parsed. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  provision  for  the  location  of  the  lands 
reserved  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
ninth  of  August,  1814,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Creek  nation,  to  certain  chiefs  and  war- 
riors of  that  nation,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported it  with  amendments,  which  were  read,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  concurred  in.  on  the  question, 
••  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  amendments  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  lor  the  year  1817,"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  amendment 
having  been  concurred  in,  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  ia 
the  affirmative. 

The  said  amendment  having  been  reported  bf 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the .  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  the  1st  instant,  by  Mr.  Dana, 
from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  weights  and  measures, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  the  duties 
therein  mentioned  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  Creek  Indians;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  further  to  regulate  the  Territories  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  their  electing  delegates  to 
Congress  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Burnside  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thoruing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause 
repayment  to  be  made  of  certain  alien  duties;" 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An   act  supplementary  to  an  act 
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^  for  the  rtjief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debts  due 

the  UniK'd  States;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 

for  the  rtilief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 

vflficers.  j^amen.  and    marines,  who  were  lost  in 

;  khe  UnittVl  Siaies  brig  Epervier ;"  in  which  bills 

,  .hey  req()«?st  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

I     Ttie  >e*en  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 

Iwere   reacJ,  and   severally  passed    to  the   second 

Veading.  • 

i'^    The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
,ret8ry  of  ite  Trea<ury  to  reran  the  duties  therein 
*^entione«J,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous convent,  and  referred  to  the  Commillee  on 
A^inancp,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
5    Mr.  Campbell,  from   the  committee,  reported 
j-aid  bill  wiihout  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  Terri- 
^k^ries  of  (he  United  States,  and  their  electing  de- 
jijgaies  to  Congress,*'  was  read  the  second  time 
if  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
j^itiee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
Hg;  and  it  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
y^nsent,  ahd  passed. 

4j  The  biU  entitled  -'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Xluroside,'*  was  read  the  second  time  by  uoani- 
"rious  consfnt,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
f'Nnance.  i>  consider  and  report  thereon, 
f  Mr.  Cavjpbell,  from  the  committee,  reported 
aid  bill  without  amendment. 

The  biireniitled   "An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
rtary  of  tHe  Treasury  to  cause  repayment  to  be 
pade  of  certain  alien  duties,"  was  read  the  second 
inie  by  uuanimous  consent,  and   referred   to  the 
•vimmitiet  on    Foreign    Relations,  to  consider 
od  report  thereon. 
/  Mr.  Bambodr,  from    the  committee,  reported 
J«jd  bill  without  amendment. 
iThe  bili  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  -An 
l(*l  for  ihe  reiiel  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debts 
lie  the  Uijited  States,"  was  read  the  second  lime 
i  unanicrious  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
fc"«ttee  on  I'lnance,  to  con.sider  and  report  thereon. 
jf  Mr.  Campbell,  from   the  committee,  reported 
&id  bill  vnthout  amendment. 
I  The  bill  entitled   "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
|idows  and  orphans  of  the  oflBcers,  seamen,  and 
|iarines.  who  were  lost  in  the  Uuiied  States'  brig 
Ipervier."  *as  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
aiid  considered  as  in  Committee  ol  the 
and  no  amendment    having  been  made 
,  tbv  Pre8ide.nt  reported  it  to  tlie  House; 
iha  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading ;  and  it  was 
i*»d   a   thi.d    time    by  unanimous    consent,  and 
fjifsed. 

tThe  bill  entitled  -'An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 

t|KQ  Creet  Indians."  was  read  the  second  lime  by 

5^J»nimoui  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commil- 

Hf?  on    Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 

'.Jl4reoo. 

<Mr.  VVioLiams.  from  the  committee,  reported 
,a|ijd  bill  Without  amendment, 
i  )?'''e  Stfrtaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
'Wl'ole,  the  consideraiiou  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
">  re>pecO(ig  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain 
■cer>of  ;:he  Army  of   the   Uniied  States."  and 


March,  1817. 


•pannes 

Ifrlpervie 

Ajnsent, 

^bole, 

^^ifreto, 


I 


eration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  4ih  day  of 
March,  instant.  ' 

«rT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,theconsideraiionofthebillgi»ingiheri<Thi 
of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  hnd 
in  the  reservation  of  the  Lower  Rapids  of  San- 
dusky, and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House- 
and  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

«r'^^*  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
post  roads,  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  • 
and  the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in* 
on  the  quotion,  "  Shall  this  bill  beengrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative;  and  the  bill  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  it  was  read 
a  third  lime  by  unanimous  con.sent.  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  for  organizing  the 
General  StafT.  and  making  further  provision  for 
Array  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  pay  to  the  as- 
sistants of  the  Sergeant  at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper 
of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy.  Tobias  Simp- 
son, and  George  Hicks,  assistants  to  ihe  Ser^cant- 
al  Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  two  dollars  a  day,  for 
each  day  they  may  have  attended  the  Senate 
during  the  present  session  of  Coogre.ss ;  and  that 
Charles  Tims  be  allowed  one  hundred  dollars  for 
bis  attendance  during  ihe  present  session. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
'•Ad  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  3J  day 
of  March.  1815.  and  for  oiher  purposes,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
Slates  and  that  State,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
pas'sed. 

The  bill  providing  an  additional  compensation 
to  the  circuit  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
blank  filled  with  '•  1.800." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be.  ''An  act  providing  an  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  circuit  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit 
of  the  United  States." 

The  bill  to  secure,  in  certain  cases,  the  bounty 
in  land  to  the  heirs  of  deceased  soldiers,  was  read 
a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  finance,  to  whom  was  referred  ihe  petition  of 
Samuel  Upton  and  Thomas  Adams,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  bill  lo  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
'•An  act  for  esiablk^hmg  trading  houses  with  the 
Indian  tribes,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The   bill,  entitled   '"An   act  repealing  ibe  act. 
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modation  of  prisoners  of  war,'  passed  July  6tb, 
1812,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  [tassed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  fur- 
nishins:  the  house  of  ihe  President  of  the  Uniied 
States."  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  u\'  the  United  States  for  the  year  1817, "' 
having  b-en  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amend- 
ed. »nd  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
more  ffleciUHlly  to  preserve  the  neutral  relations 
of  the  United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  th*rd  lime  as  amt-nded. 

On  the  question — '-Shall  this  bill  pass  as 
amended?"  it  was  determined  in  theaffirmalive — 
yeas  2'i.  nays  10.  as  follows: 

Yi4« — Messrs.  A.>bmun,  Barbour,  Campbell,  Dag- 
gett, Uoldsborough,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Howell,  Hunter, 
King,  Laroc-k,  Macon,  Marrow,  Roberte,  Kuggles, 
Sanlord,  8loke«,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Troup, 
and  V\ell8. 

Nirs — Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Noble,  Smith, 
Varnum,  and  Wiisun. 

So  It  was  liesolced,  That  ihis  bill  pass  with 
an  amendment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
re«pfcliiig  the  as>essment  and  collection  of  the 
direct  tax,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
millee correctly  engro.^sed,  t!ie  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendiiients  lo  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt," 
having  been  reported  by  the  comrailiee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, and  pdssed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wliole,  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  military  services  during  the 
late  War,  and  for  oiher  purposes,'"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  with  an  additional  amend- 
ment the  pRESiDE.NT  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accor  ingly;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  concurred  in,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engros-ed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  lime  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  aSirmaiive. 

Tlie  amendments  to  the  bill  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  it 
was  read  a  third  lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
diSLontinuaiice  of  the  business  of  ihe  Supreme 
Court  in  certain  cases;  and  <.n  motion,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the 
4ih  day  of  March  :nstant. 

The  Seiiaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  compensa- 
ting Peler   Haguer,   and  no   amendment  havin-i 


been  made  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was  then  read 
a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  *'Aa 
act  directing  the  transfer  of  unclaimed  pensions, 
and  limning  the  payment  at  ihe  Treasury  only  ;'* 
and  on  motion,  by  .Mr.  Wilson,  ihe  furiher  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  the  4th 
day  of  March  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aq 
act  to  amend  the  acl,  entitled  'An  act  granting 
bounties,  in  land  and  extra  pay.  to  certain  Caaa- 
dian  volunteers,'  passed  5th  March,  1816."  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbesi- 
de.nt  reported  it  lo  the  House ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  and  it  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '"An 
acl  to  authorize  the  extension  of  the  Columbia 
Turnpike  Road,  within  the  District  of  Columbia," 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  tnereto, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  it  was  read  a 
third  lime,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'•An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers,"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading;  and  was  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  William  B.  Carter,  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  it  lo  the  House,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time.  It 
was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
specting the  contracts  for  the  printing  for  Con- 
gress, and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  Pre8IDE.\t  reported  it  lo  the  House. 
On  the  question.  "  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative  ;  and  the  resolution  was 
read  a  third  lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
jiassed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiifee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill,  entiiled 
'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury.  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,"  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time  by  unaa- 
imous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  ihe  judicial 


I 


M 


il 


il 


ii 


r 


J.  207 

IJSeNATE; 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


208 


Proceedings. 


March,  1817. 


courts  ci  the  United  Slates,"  and.  on  motion. 
Mr.   Mason, 


by 

ot    New    Hamp-hire.    the    further 

4-  consideeaiion    thereof   waj    postponed    until    the 
fourth  (J-^y  of  March  instaat. 
The  x.;enate  resumed,  a>  in  Committee  of  the 
•%  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the    bill  for  the  re- 
||  lir-f  of  l-aac  Briggs.  and  no  amendment  having 
■^  been  ma  ie  thereto,  the  PRiijjiot.NT  reported  it  to 
^    ihe  Hou«e.  and   it   was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
/.  »nd  read  a  third  time.     It  was  read  a  tliiTd  lime' 
.^ty  unan.rnous  consent,  and  passed. 
*^  •    The  S«'nate  resumed,  as  in  Coraraittee  of  the 
;|  Whole,    [he    consideration    of  the    bill,    entitled 
^^An   act    for   the  relief  cf  Uaac  Lawrence  and 
jioihers.   Rierchants.   residing  in  the  city  of  New 
^    York,"  "iod  no  amendment  having  been  made 
'.  ;thereto,  *he  PREtJioENT  reported  it  to  the  House. 
*.  tnd  It  WAS  ordered   to  a   third  reading.     It  was 
^Iivad  a  lijird   time   by  unanimous  consent,  and 
^^passed. 

A     The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

■.,  [Whole,    the   consideration    of  the    bill,    entitled 

,  ;'An  act  fjar  the  relief  of  Charles  Williams,"  and 

jto  ameni^menl  having   been    made  thereto,  the 

,  -Thesioent  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was 

ordered  tC  a  third   reading.     It  was  read  a  third 

<jme  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ih«  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
Hilt  for  the  relief  of  William   Chism."  and  no 
imendmeut  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pre8- 
pENT  reported   it   to  the  House,  and  it  was  or- 
iered   to  4   third  reading.     It  was   read  a   third 
wne  by  U5ianimou8  con>ent,  and  passed. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
^ct  for  tl^   relief  of  Mary  Wells,"  and  the  bill 
i^dving   b.^n   amended,  the  Preside.nt  reported 
^■>.  to  the  jHouse   accordingly;  and  ihe   amend- 
>ents    ha»ing   been  concurred   in,  on   the  ques- 
|ion,  "Slic<JI   ihe   amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
,he  bill  b<»  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it 
as  deieraiined  in  the  affirmative. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
formed  liie  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  authorizing  the  payment 
C  a  sum  of  money  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  un- 
^er  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between 
r»,us  United  States  and  that  State  ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'■**■  a  act  l\.(  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee  ;"  a  bill,  enli- 
d  'An  act  to  alter  and  establish   certain  post 
.V>d8;"  a  bill,  entitled  -An  act  for  erecting  a 
Lght-houst;  on    the  west  chop  of  Holmes's  Hole 
jVfrbor,  in  the   State  of  Massachusetts;"  a   bill 


.S*d 


Mr  Campbell,  from   the  committee,  reported 
said  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  com- 
pensation 01    the   collectors   therein  mentioned  » 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent 
and  referred    to   the  Committee   on  Finance  to 
consider  and  report  ihereou.  ' 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee,  reported 
said  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  -An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment ot  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Slate  of  Geor- 
gia, under  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
between  the  United  States  and  thai  State,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unaninious  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  erecting  a  liffht- 
house  on  the  west  chop  of  Holmes's  flole  har- 
bor, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts."  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Mauufac- 
tures,  to  consider  and  report  thereoo. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  auihorizinT  the  pay- 
ment  ot  a  sum  of  money  to  Teakle  Savage  and 
others,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  iod  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum   of  money  to  Nathaniel  Seavey 
and  others, '  was  read  the  second  time  by  uiiaai- 
mous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
ii'T^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary   to   the  act.  entitled    An    act 
directing  the  disposition  of  monty  paid  into  the 
courts  ol  the  United  States,"  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the   PREaiDExr  re- 
ported It  to  the   House,  and  a  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.     It  was  read  a  third  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed. 

^x'Pf  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tb« 
VV  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '"An 
act  allowing  further  time  for  entering  donation 
rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit,"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto.  thePHea- 
IDENT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  thud  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
tiine  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 
vvT  I  ^u°^'*^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VV  tiole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '•An 
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^|n  of  money  to  Teakle  Savage,  and   others;" 

.^*3*d  a  bill.  j.'ntJtled  "An  act  authorizing   the  pay- 

;^l'Dt  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Nathaniel  Seavey, 

jruj  others-"  m  which  bills  they  request  the  coq- 

Jrrence  o*  the  Senate. 

IThe  sevijn  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
^  rierally  i^ssed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tlie  bilt^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
l»nry  Lee;"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
Jv-us  cunstiut.  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
.^ance,  iti  consiuer  and  report  thereon. 


amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pre8. 
IDE.NT  reported  it  to  the  HuUse.  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading;  and  was  read  a  third 
tinie  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  live  o'clock  la  the 
evening. 

Evening  ^>mjo/j— 5  o^clock. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  disagreed  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eiui- 
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iJed  "An  act  to  proride  for  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt."  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  trade  in  plaster  of  Paris  ;" 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  havin*^ 
been  amended,  the  Preside.nt  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  concurred  in,  on  the  question,  "Shall  the 
amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  lime  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  32,  nays  3.  as  follows: 

Vkab — Mewrs.  Ashmun.  Barbour,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Condit,  Dagg:eu,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gail- 
Urd.  Hardin,  HorRey,  Howell.  Hunter,  King,  Lacock. 
Macon,  Morrow.  Noble,  Roberta,  Rugifles,  baoford, 
Smith,  tstokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  'i'horopson,  Tichenor, 
Troup,  Varnum,  WiUiama,  and  Wilson. 

IVais — Measrs.  Hanaon,  Maaon  of  Virginia,  aod 
Taylor. 

The  said  amendment  baring  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,"  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  receded 
therefrom. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Madame  Monlreuil,"  reported  it 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  de  Castanado,"  reported  it 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  pas-ed. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Kindali,"  reported  it  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  considered  a*  10 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WiL8o.li,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads,"  reported  it  with  amendments ; 
which  were  read,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
concurred  in,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amend- 
ments be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  af 
firmative. 

The  said  anpendraents  having  been  reported  hy 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  ihe  tjill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 


Mr.  HcNTER,  from  the  Coraraittee  on  Cora- 
nrierce  and  Manulactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  erecting  a  light- 
house on  the  west  chop  of  Holmes's  Hole  harbor,  lo 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,"  reported  it  without 

amendment;  and  thebillwasconsideredasinCom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. It  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  coa- 
sent,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Wells,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  was  objected  to  by  Mr  Rob- 
erts, as  being  against  the  rule.  And,  on  raotioQ 
by  Mr.  Williams,  it  was  agreed  to  suspend  the 
twelfth  rule  for  conducting  busine.ss  in  the  Sen- 
ate, to  the  end  of  the  present  session.  And  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,entirled  "Aa 
act  lor  the  relief  of  George  Buckraaster,"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

\x?'^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  lor  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
Abraham  Owen."  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the°House 
accordingly;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
concurred  in,  on  the  question  "  Shall  the  a'raend- 
ment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  said  amendment  having  been  reported  by* 
the  Committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

'I'he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  (or  the  relief  of  Caleb  Nicholls,"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  the  State  of  Georgia  fifteen  per  cent,  upon 
the  quota  of  direct  tax  for  the  year  1816.  assumed 
and  paid  by  that  State,"  and  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  made  thereto,  the  President  reported 
It  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.     It  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  fix  the  peace  establishment  of  the 
marine  corps,"  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  the  President  reported  it'*to  the 
House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eaiitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  acf.s  now  in  force  as 
authorizes  a  loan  of  money  or  an  issue  of  Treas- 
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'ury  notes"  and  no  ameDdmeDt  having  been  made 
?|  .-therelo.^ihe  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
» j^and  it  was  ordered  that  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
;|  It  was  rvad  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
<|-  The  Senate  resunned,as  in  Coramittee  of  the 
J|  Whole^ihe  consideration  of  the  bili  entitled  "An 
Of  act  supt,lemeniary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  im{)»Tts  and  tonnajje."  and  no  amendment 
^^. having  5)een  made  thereto,  the  President  re- 
^:porfed  1)  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 


*  :  third  rtidiDg.     It   was   read   a  third    time,  and 
",    passed.    • 

'     n  ^^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

"    act  to  c(::otinue  in  I'orce  an  act,  entitled    An  act 

..    relating  \o  settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States," 

and    no  .raendment   having   been  made  thereto. 

;    <he  Pr£3ident  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  ii 

*  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.     It  was  read  a 

third  iin:e,  and  passed. 


I 


a  t  VETO  MESSAGE. 

.-.     A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
^informed-,  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
^a   bill,  etitiiled  'An   act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
•iicribers  tv»  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
-pia,  and  ^o  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  notes  ot 
{uniocorpc^raied  associations  within  the  said  Dis- 
^^ict,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
•o^ie  concirrrence  of  the  Senate.     They  have  also 
Classed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the   relief  of 
|Anihony  Buck,"  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
''^iurrence  of  the    Senate.     The    bill    which    had 
lliassed    bcth   Houses  of  Congress  at  the   present 
^•sMon,  e-ititled  "An  act  to  set  apart  and  pledge 
•^-^rtain    fnods    for  internal    improvements"  and 
J,, resented,  to  the   President  of  the  United    Stales 
xjtr   his  approbation,   has    been    returned    by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  with  the  lollow- 
^%g  objections: 

rb  the  Hot'te  of  Repreitntatite* 
oj'tke  United  States  .- 
Having   considered   the   bill  thi*  day  presented   to 
jjue   entiilej  "An  act  to  «et  apart  and  pledge  certain 
lunda  for    mternal    improverr.ent.s"    and    which    sets 
^part    and    pledges  certain    funds    "for    constructing 
ioadg  and   canalg,  and    improving    the    navigation   of 
kater  course.,  m  order  to  faciliute,  promote,  and  give 
{(jcurity    f    internal    commerce    among     the    several 
Slates,  and  to  render  more  easy  and  le.s  expensive  the 
l.cans  and- provisions  for  the  common  defence  ;"  I  am 
*on8iraine(!,  by  the  insuperable  difficulty  I  feel   in  rc- 
|«nciling  eie  bill  w.th  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
VUles,  to  Klurn  it  wjth  that  objection  to  the  House  of 
|:rpresenta:ive8,  in  which  it  originated. 

The  legLilative  fiowcrs  vested  in  Congress  are  speci- 
cd  and  enumerated  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
nicle  of  the   Constitution  ;  and   it  does   not   appear 
.at  the  power  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  the  bill  is 
^oiong  the  enumerated  powers ;  or  that  it  tails,  by  anv 
•^Kt   interpr.nation,  within    the   power   to  make   laws 
¥.'essary  a^d  proper  for  carrving  into  execution  those 
mother  pc^wers   vested   by  the   Constitution   in    the 
|c(»ernineni.  of  the  United  States. 

•'The  po*cr  to  regulate  commerce  among  the   sev- 
fM    btales,      cannot   include    a   power    to  construct 


water-coursea,  in  order  to  faciliute,  promote,  and  secure 
such  a  commerce,  without  a  latitude  of  construction 
departing  from  the  ordinary  import  of  the  terms 
strengthened  by  the  known  inconveniences  which 
doubtless  led  to  the  gr*nt  of  this  remedial  power  to 
Congress. 

To  refer  the  power  in  queition  to  the  clause  "  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare," 
would   be  contrary    to  the  e8tabli»hed  and  conaistent 
rules  of  interpretation  ;  as  rendering  the  special  and 
careful  enumeration  of  powers,  which  follow  the  clause 
nugatory  and  improper.     Such  a  view  of  the  Consti^ 
tulion  would   have  the  effect  of  giving  to  Congress   a 
general  power  of  legislation,  instead  of  the  defined  and 
limited  one  hitherto  understood  to  belong  to  them  ;  the 
terms  "common  defence   and   general  welfare,"' em- 
bracing every  object  and  act  within  the  purview  of  & 
legislative   trust.     It  would  have  the  effect  of  subject- 
ing   both    the    Constitution  and  laws  of  the  several 
Suies,  in    all   cases  not  specially  exempted,  to  be  su- 
perseded by  laws  of  Congress;  it  being  expressly   de- 
clared "that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes  and 
aws  made  m  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  ot  the  land,  and  the  judges  of  every  State  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  Constitution  or  laws 
of  any  Stale  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."     Such 
a  view  of  the  Constitution,  finally,  would  have  the 
effect  of  excluding  the  judicial  authority  of  the  United 
5>Utes  from  its  participation  in  guarding  the  boundary 
lH!tween  the  Legislative  powers  of  the  General  and  the 
Mate  Governments  ;  inasmuch  as  questions  relating  to 
the  general  welfare,  being  questions  of  policy  and  ex- 
pediency, are  unsusceptible  of  judicial  cognizance  and 
decision. 

A  restriction  of  the  power  "  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon  defence  and  general  welfare,"  to  cases  which  are 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  expenditure  of  money,  would 
still  leave  within  the  legislative  power  of  Congress  all 

the  great  and  most  important  measures  of  Government- 
money  being  the  ordinary  and  necessary  means  of 
carrying  them  into  execution. 

If  a  general  power  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  and 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  water-courses,  with  the 
train  ot  powers  incident  thereto,  be  not  possessed  by 
Congress  the  as-ent  of  the  Stat* «  m  the  mode  provided 
in  the  bill  rjii, not  confer  the  power.  The  only  cases 
in  which  the  consent  and  cession  of  particular  States 
can  extend  the  power  of  Congress,  are  those  specified 
and  provided  for  in  the  Constitution. 

I  am  not  unaware  of  the  great  importance  of  roads 
and  canals,  and  the  improved  navigation  of   water- 
courses; and  that  a  power  in  the  .National  Legislature 
to  provide  for  them  might  be  exercised  with  signal  ad- 
vantage to  the  general  prosperity.     But  seeing   that 
such  a  power  IS  not  expressly  given  by  the   ConsUtu- 
lion  ;  and  believing  that  it  cannot  be  deduced  from  any 
part  of  It  without  an  inadmus.ble  latitude  of  construe- 
lion,  and  a  reliance  on  insufficient  precedents  ;  believ- 
ing, also,  that  the  permanent  success  of  the  Constitution 
depends  on  the  definite  partition  of  powers  between  the 
Genera   and  the  State  Governments,  and  that  no  ade- 
quate  landmarks    would   be  left  by   the  constructive 
!'k      kT"?  u     ^^"^  P^""""  "''  <'"ngress,  as  proposed   in 
inis  bill,  1  have  no  opUon  but  to  withhold  my  signature 
Irom    It:  and  cheruhmg  the  hope  that  its   beneficial 
Objects    may  be  att.iined   by  a  resort  for  the  neces^arv 
powers,  to  the  same  wisdom  and  virtue  in   the  nation 
which   esublisbed  the  Constitution  in  its  actual  lorm 
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a  cafe  and  practicable  mode  of  improving  it,  as  experi- 
ence might  suggest. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Makch  3.  1817. 

And  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
House  the  bill  originated,  have  taken  the  ques- 
tion as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  have  resolved,  that  the  said  bill 
do  not  pass. 

CLOSING  BUSINESS, 
The  bill  entitled  -An  act  for  the  relief  of  An- 
thony   Buck,"   was  read  three  several  times  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill. 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  tlie  subscribers  to 
certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to 
prevent  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  un- 
chartered associations  within  the  said  District," 
and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  respecting  the  compensation  of  the  collectors 
therein  mentioned,"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
It  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  the  Preside.nt 
reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  the  State  uf  Georgia,  under  the  articles  ol 
agreement  and  cession  between  the  United  States 
and  that  State,"  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  the  araeiidmenis  having  been  con- 
curred in,  on  the  question.  "  Shall  the  amendment 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  amendments  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Goldsboruugh, 

Resolved  unaniinously,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
Senate  be  presented  to  the  Honorable  John  Gail- 
LAKD,  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  tiie  duties  of  the  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  since  his  appoint- 
ment to  that  office,  and  that  this  testimonial  of 
their  approbation  and  respect  be  entered  upon 
their  Journal. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Gaillard  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate as  tollows  : 

OentUmen  of  the  Senate  : 

The  approbation  of  a  body  so  respectable  and  dis- 
tinguished as  that  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress, IS  received  with  the  most  profound  respect,  and 
will  ever  be  to  me  a  source  of  pleasing  and  of  grateful 
recollection.     To  the  habils  of  order,  of  decorum,  and 


attention  to  business,  which  so  strongly  mark  the 
character  ..f  this  honorable  body.  I  have  felt  myself  to 
be  greatly  indebted;  but  more,  much  more  so,  to  that 
spirit  of  liberality  and  indulgence  which  has  been  ex- 
tended to  me  on  all  occasions,  and  which  has  been 
ever  ready  to  overlook  my  many  deficiencies  and  errors 
and  to  overrate  my  feeble,  humble  efforts,  which  have 
been  directed  with  anxious  solicitude  to  a  faithful  and 
impartial  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Chair.  If,  in 
the  course  of  my  official  conduct,  it  should  have  been 
my  misfortune  to  have  wounded  the  feelings  of  any 
honorable  members,  or  in  aught  to  have  offended  I 
can  assure  ihcm  that  such  offence  was  unintentional 
on  my  part ;  and  I  pray  them  to  accept  this  apology 
as  an  atonement.  Permit  me  now,  gentlemen,  to  ten- 
der to  you  collectively,  as  well  as  individually,  my 
grateful  acknowledgemenU  for  your  kindness,  and  ray 
warmest  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  happiness. 

1'he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  the  second  section  of  the 
act.  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  iniportsand  tonnase,' "  and 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it'  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

«7^^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  repayment  to  be  made  of  certain  alien  du- 
ties," and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  It  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  they  have  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provisionfor  repairing  the  pub- 
lic buildings  and  improving  the  public  squares." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  receded  there- 
from. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  respecting  the  di*trict  court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  northern  district  of  New  York, 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto' 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
remit  the  duties  therein  mentioned,"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  oC  the 
Whole,  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill,  entiileJ  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  debts  due  the  United  States," 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto, 
the  Pr£sid£nt  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it 
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Ic  was  read  a 


was  ort&red  to  a  third  reading 
:  third  U:^e,  and  passed. 

-iTrT'^r  ^u°^'^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
\V  hole,  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  toe  relief  of  certain  Creek  Indian.s ,"  and 
no  amaidraent  having  been  made  thereto  the 
Fresidwnt  reported  Jt  to  the  House,  and  it  was 
ordered  40  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

«rT^*  '^^"^'^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  ?he  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  reliel  ot  James  Villere."  and  no  amend- 
ment hanng  been  made  thereto,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.  ' 

xvT^^  \^°'*'^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
I  \V  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
I  act  for  the  relief  of  Jumouville  de  Villers  "  and 

*  no  ame$,dment  having  been  made  thereto  the 
J  Phesiijknt  reported  it  to  the  Hou.e,  and  it  was 
I  ordered  ^0  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
J  time,  ai»d  passed. 

i  urT^''  ':!""'^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  fhe  consideration  of  the  biJl.  entitled  ''An 

Jactfor  tnerehet   of  Joseph  Summers  and  John 

J  Allen      rnj   no  amendment  having  been   made 

*  thereto,  itie  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
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♦and  It  ^s  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was 
J  tead  a  third  time,  ana  passed. 
IwI^*'  ^''"'"^  resumed,  as  ,n  Committee  of  .he 
JWbole.u.e  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -An 
fact  lor  tke  relief  of  Asa  Wells."  »nd  no  amend- 
?ment  ha,  tug  been  made  thereto,  the  President 
|reported  -t  to  the   House,  and  it  was  ordered  to 

>  a.sed    "^        °'  ^"^  ''"'^  *  ''"''*  "'"^'  and 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
W  hole,  t^e  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
'ctfor  t..e  relief  of  Antoine  Bienvenue.  of  the 
tate  of  touisiana,'^  and  no  amendment  haviu-^ 
en  mau^i  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to 
ue  Housj.,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

Shall  ttits  bill  pa^?'  Jt  was  determined  in  the 
^  i.^ative. 

r  The  Sinate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
TWhole.  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
^Ct  for  thr  relief  of  Barthelemy  Duverger"  and 
f-U  motior;.  the  lurther  consideration  thereof  was 
>ostponeo..uniil  the  lourth  day  of  March  instant 

r,LT7T  '^"'"  '^'  ""^^^  of  Representatives 
qformed  Uie  Senate  that  tney  have  passed  the 
.11  from  she  benate,  entitled  -An  act  to  coa- 
^Uue  in  ivrce  an  act,  entitled    An  act  further  to 

Jiovide  ftr  the  collection  of  duties  on   imports 
udtonna;:e.  passed  the  tnird  day  of  March  1815 
['^r^u'her   purposes,-'  with  an    amendment' 
,1   which  -they  request  the  concurrence  of   the  I 

■enate.     »  | 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment ol  th-;  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
"St  menti^,.ned.  and  concurred  therein 
On  moil;ju  by  Mr.  King, 

Btf.rl''^"    That   the  Pre.^ident  of  the  United 
'aies  be  ri-quested  to  cause  to  be  collected  di- 
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gested.  printed,  and  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the 
next  session  o(  Congress,  so  much  of  the  treaties 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  different  foreign 
countries,  with  which  the  United  States  have 
commercial  intercourse,  as  relates  to  import  ex 
port,  tonnage,  light-house,  pilotage,  and  port'du- 
les;  to  bounties  and  drawbacks';  to  colonial 
trade  and  navigation  ;  to  the  national  character  of 
mariners;  and  to  the  ships' papers  and  navigation 
of  such  foreign  countries  respectively  ;  specifying 
the  comparative  footing  of  national  and  foreign 
ships  employed  in  any  branch  of  such  commer- 
cial intercourse. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  lor  the  relief  of  Robert  Burnside."  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.     It  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ihe  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -'Aa 
act  fur  the  relief  of  James  H.  Boisgervais  »  and 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.     It  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  benate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Caslard,"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordmgly  ;  and  the  amendment  hav.n- 
been  concurred  in,  on  the  question,  •' Shall  the 
amendment  be  engro,ssed.  and  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
amrmative. 

The  said  amendment  having  been  reported  bv 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Who.e.  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -An 
act  lor  the  relief  ot  James  Orr,"  and  no  amend 
ment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported  to  the  House  ;  and,  on  the  question.  "  Shall 
this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  7"  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative.     So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Ihe  Senate  resumed,  a.s  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  he  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  -An 
act  tor  the  relief  ol  Peyton  Short,"  and  noamend- 
ment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  It 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait.  from    the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
Jair.H.  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to   Nathaniel    Seavey    and    others,"    reported    ,t 
without  amendment ;  and  it  was  considered  as  in 
Committee   of  the    Whole,  and   no  amendment 
having  been   made  thereto,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readme..     It 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
wT^^'  ^5"^'*^  resumed,  as  lo  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entiried  'An 
act  lor  the  relief  of  Joseph   J.  Green."  and  no 
amendment  having  been    made   thereto,  ihe  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.     It  wa*  read  a  third  time,  and  parsed. 
lUe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Caze  and  John  Rich- 
aud,"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  on  the 
question.  '•  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  it  was 
resolved  that  this  bill  do  not  pass, 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
Teakle  Savage,  and  others,"  reported  it  without 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  considered,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Holmes  and  Ben- 
jamin Hough,"  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly; and  the  amendments  having  been 
concurred  in,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amend- 
ments be  engrossed  and  ihe  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?"'  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  said  amendments  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee,  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  lime  as  amended,  and  passed.  I 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee  ' 
on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Miller,  of  Louisiana,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  extending  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  military  land   warrant>,  and  for  return- 
ing tlie  surveys   thereon    to    the  General   Land 
Otficf.  and  for  giving  further  time  to  complete 
the  surveys  and  obtain  patents  for  lands  located 
under  Virginia  re>olution    warrants."   m   which 
bill  they  request    the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  and 
second    time,   and   referred  to  the  Committee   on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
Mr.  Morrow,  from    the  committee,   reported 
said  bill  without  amendment,  and.  on  motion,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  4th  day  of  March,  instant. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow, 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  following  me- 
morials and  petitions,  viz:  The  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State' of  Louisiana,  respecting 
the  land  titles  in  the  former  territory  of  Orleans ; 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  ol 
Louisiana,  relative  to  the  land  claims  of  Florida  ; 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mismssijv 
pi  Territory,  praying  the  extinguishment  of  Brit- 
ish claims  to  lands  in  ^ald  Territory  ;  the  petition 
of  Anthony  Cavalier  and   Peter  Petit;  the   me- 
morial of  the  L^^gislature  ol  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, praying  the   settlers  en  the   lands  of  the 
United   Stales    may  be    permitted    to   continue 
thereon,  until  the  same  shall  be  sold  ;  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Texas 


praying  a  grant  of  land  ;  the  petition  of  William 
Hargrave;  the  petition  of  G.  W.  Johnston  and 
others  ;  the  petition  of  Jesse  Bean  ;  and  the  peti- 
tion of  Nathaniel  Cutting,  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion last  mentioned  and  concurred  therein,  and 
Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  Tait  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barbour  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  further  communication  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having 
finished  the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finished 
the  legislative  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

Whereupon  the  President  adjourned  the  Sen- 
ate sine  die. 


PROCEEDINGS 
or  A 
SESSION  SPECIALLY  CALLED, 
Tuesday,,  March  4,  1817. 

To  the  Senators  of  the 

United  States,  respectively  : 

SiE  :  Objects  interesting  to  the  United  State*  re- 
quiring that  the  Senate  should  be  in  session  on  the 
fourth  of  March  next,  to  receive  such  commuiiicationc 
as  may  be  naade  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
your  attendance  in  the  Senate  Chamber  in  this  city 
on  that  day  is  accordingly  requested. 

WASHixoTo.f ,  January  1,  1817. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

In  conformity  with  the  summons  from  the 
President  oi  the  United  Sutes,  above  recited,  the 
Senate  assembled  in  their  Chamber  in  the  City 
of  Washiogton. 

present: 

Jeremiah  Mason  and  David  L.  Morrill,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Eli  p.  Ashmun  and  Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
from  Massachusetts. 

William  Hunter  and  James  BtJRRiL,  jiin., 
from  Rhode  Inland. 

Dudley  Chace  and  Isaac  Tichenor,  from 
Vermont. 

David  Dagcett  and  Samuel  W.  Dana,  from 
Connecticut. 
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and    Nathan    Sanpord.   from 


r  ■• 


Rortipi   King 
S     New  Y'^rk. 

I    ,  ^^\9  •'v  ^ViLsoN   anJ   Mahlon   Dickers-on 

^  ,  irorn  iSfw  Jersey, 

I  j      Abn^^ti  Lacuck  and  Jonathan  Roberts,  from 
rennsj^-vaiii.i. 

OuTJiiBRiDGE    Horsey   and   Nicholas    Van- 
dyke. t>km  Delaware. 

RoBiiHT  H.  GuLDSBoRouGH  and  Alexander 
.  I  •  .*^-  HA^iiiON.  from  Marylan-I. 
I  ji  j     JAMiis  Bahbolr.  from  Virginia. 

't  'f  ^Vt*^*".'^^  Macon   and  Montford  Stokes 
»  ;from  Nf.nh  Carolina. 

j     JohicGaillard  and   William   Smith,  from 

»    Charles  Tait  and  George  M.  Troup,  from 
{Georgu. 

,1     IsHAfc  Talbot,  from  Kentucky. 
•;    Geoi^e  W.Campbell  and  John  Williams, 
>  Irom   1  r.nnes.see. 

Jeremiah  Morrow,  and  Be.njamin  Rcqoles 
irom  Umo.  ' 

^    Eleg,^'8  Fromentin.  from  Louisiana. 
.     Jamev.   Noble   and    Waller    Taylor,   from 
Indiana,'  ' 

John  ^Gaillard,   Pre^iident  pro  tempore,    re- 
^uinecj  ue  Cnair,  /~    ,    •«; 

t      Davil  L.  Morrill,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

^  J.eg,>L,jre    oJ    li.e    Slate    of   New    Hampshire; 

HAHR.stN  Gray  Otis,  appointed  a  Senator  by 

\  the  L.g.^lalure  ol  ihe  Commonwealth  of  Mas^a- 

i,     '^'''iu     0'-°'"  ^'CKERSON.  appointed  a  Sen- 
Ptor  by   |h.   State   of  New  JerJy';   and   Ja.mes 

r   .      '-'  '.J^":-  aj'Pu'nt^-d    a   Seiia'or   by   the  Le- 


I 


:       i 

w 

I* 

> 
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i.l-iureU  the  biate  of  Rhode  Inland,  respect,  ve- 
ir  lor  ih^  term   of  six  years,   commencing   this 
_    y,  proo^ced  their  credentials,  which  were  read 
jnd  the  .;^th  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
j«o  them.eind  they  took  their  >eats  in  the  Senate 
||   ine    cwth    was    al>o   adminisiered    to    Messrs 
?tMiTH,   :?TOKEs.   Troup.    Vandyke,  and  Wil- 
jlJiAM.s;   i;.ei,   credentials  having  been   read  and 
ll^led  durihg  the  last  se»ion. 

Ui?.tT^  ^'   '^°«!,'^'''*^.  Vice  President  of  the 

J>7niied  Jjiaies,  and  PreMdent  of  ihe  Senate,  hav- 

ij»g  appe;ired,   Mr.   Gaillard   administered   the 

'2?h     "i       r^  '"^  !"'"'   *'"^   '»^  '"^J^  t"e  Chair: 
.When  he  ?,ddressed  the  Senate  as  follows  : 

Y<f>^l^f"terrof  the  Senate.- 
^  In  entering  the  otiice  of  Vice  President,  I  beg  leaTc 
.n  otler  a  ^\iblic  acknowledgrment  of  the  honor  con- 
yred  upo,.  me  by  the  people  ot  the  United  States  by 
^«cing  m^-ncit  in  their  confidence  to  that  illustrious 
imen  whf>>e  patrDtwm,  virtues,  and  eminent  public 
■crvicci,  rereive  this  day  the  highest  reward  that  a 
'ee  people  ,an  bestow. 

I  assume  the  duties  assigned  me  in  the  Senate  with 
'B  greate^KditHdence,  arising  from  a  consciousness  of 
•y  loexperiL-nce   in  the   forms  of  deliberative   assem 
B^-s;   and  Ahen.  at  the  same  tune,  I  reflect  that  this 
|i»air  has  r^iherto   been   adorned    by  men  of  the  first 
><«liaclion  icr  experience,  talents,  and  character,  I  am 
frpressed  b-the  magnitude  of  the  responsibility  which 
mj<M  Oevulvjv-i  upon  me. 
Mj  heart  jssures  me  that  I  may  promise  upright  in- 
aiions,  ledou.  industry,  and  rigid  impaxu^lity.     U 


aught  beyond  these  shall  merit  approbation,  it  will  b« 
justly  ascribed  to  the  wisdom  and  m.gnan"m  ty  of  tht 
members  01  this  dignified  body  ;  and  uportharw.,! 
dom  and  magnanimity  I  entirely  repose  myself  for 
,  guidance  and  support.  ^      ^         '°' 

i      The  President  of  the  United   Slates,  the  Ex- 
I  resident,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
having  previou>ly  entered  the  Senate  Chamber' 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbooh,  ihe  Senate  adjourned 

:  lor  one  hour.  ■* 

I  INAUGURAL   ADDRESS. 

The  Pre.sident  of  the  United  States,  being 
attended  by  the  Ex  President  of  the  United  States 
the  Vice  President,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
l-'Ourt.  the  Senators,  and  the  marshals  of  the  day 
then  proceeded  to  the  elevated  portico,  tempo' 
rarily  erected  for  the  occasion,  where,  after  a 
short  pause,  he  aro>e  and  addressed  the  audience 
as  lollows  : 

I  should  be  destitute  of  feeling  if  I  was  not  deeply 
affected  by  the  strong   proof  which  my  fellow-cituens 
hava  given    me  of  their  confidence,  in   calling  me  to 
the  high  office  whose  functions  I  am  about  to  assume 
A.  the  expression  of  their  good   opinion   of  my  con- 
duct in  the  public  service.   I  derive  from  it  a  gratifica- 
tion, which  those  who  are  conscious  of  having  done  all 
they  could  to  merit  it,  can  alone  feel.     My  sensibility 
IS  increased   by  a  just   estimate   of  the  importance  of 
the  trust,  and  ol  the  nature   and  extent  of  ,u  duties- 
with  the  proper   discharge   of  which  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  a  great  and  free  people  are  intimately  connected. 
Conscious  of  my  own   deficiency.  I   cannot  enter  on 
these   duties    without    great    anxiety    for    the   result 
Irom  a  just  responsibility  I  will  never  shrink;   calcu- 
lating with  confidence,  that  in  my  best  efforts  to  pro- 
mote the    public  welfare,   my  motives  will   always  be 
duly  appreciated,  and  my  conduct  be  viewed  with  that 
candor  and  indulgence  which  I  have  experienced  in 
other  stations. 

In  commencing  the   duties  of  the  Chief  Executive 
office,  it  has  been  the    practice  of  the  distinguished 
men  who  have  gone  before  me.  to  explain  the  princ'- 
plea  which  would  govern  them  in  their  respective  ad- 
ministrations.    In  following  their  venerated  example 
my  attention  is   naturally  drawn  to  the   great  causes' 
which  have  contributed,  in  a  principal  degree,  to  pro 
duce  the  present  happy  condition  of  the  United  States 
fhey  will  best  explain  the  nature  of  our  duties  and 
shed  much  light  on  the  policy  .,h.ch  ought  to  t  pur 
sued  in  future.  ^ 

From  the  commencement  of  our  Revolution  to  the 
present  day   almost  forty  years  have  elapsed,  and  from 
the  esublishment  of  this  Constitution,^wenty-eigh° 
1  hrougb  this  whole  term,  the  Government  has  bfen, 
what    may  emphatically    be    called    self-government' 
and  wh,t  h.s  been  the  effect^     To  whatever  TJject' 
we  turn  our  attention,  whether  it  relates  toour  foreign 
or  doniestic  concerns,  we  find  abundant  cause  to  fell- 
citate  ourselves  in  the  excellence  of  our  institutions. 
During  a  period  fraught  with  difficulties,  and  marked 
by  very  extraordinary  events,  the   United  States  have 
flourished   beyond   example.     Their  citizens,  individ- 
ually, have  been  happy,  and  the  nation  prosperous. 

Under  this  Constitution,  our  commerce  has  been 
wisely  regubted  with  foreign  nations,  and  between 
tbc  States;  new  States  have  been  admitted  into  our 
Vaioa  ;  our  territory  baa  beea  enlarged,  by  fair  and 
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honorable  treaty,  and  with  great  advantage  to  the  orig- 
nal    States ;  the  States,  respective |y,   protected   Uy  the 
National  Governmfnt,  under  a  mild,  parental  system, 
against  foreign  dangers,  and  enjoying  within  their  sepa- 
rate spheres,  by  a  wise  partition  of  power,  ajust  propor- 
tion of  the  uovereignty,  have  improved  their  police,  ex- 
tended their  settlements,  and  attained  a  strength  and 
maturity,  which  are  the  best  proofs  of  wholesome  laws 
well  administered.     .And  if  we  look  to  the  condition  of 
individuals,  what  a  proud  spectacle  does  it  exhibit !  On 
whom    has   oppression   fallen   in   any  quarter   of  our 
Union  ?     Who  has  been  deprived  of  any  right  of  per- 
•on  or  property  ?      Who  restrained  from  offering  his 
TOWS,  in  the  mode  which  he  prefers,  to  the  divine  .Au- 
thor of  his   being  '     It  is  well  known,  that  all  these 
blessings   have   been   enjoyed  in  their  fullest  extent; 
and  I  add,  with    peculiar    satisfaction,    that   there    has 
been  no  example  of  a  capital  punishment  being  inflictied 
on  any  one  for  the  crime  of  high  treason.  j 

Some,  who  might  admit  the  competency  of  our  Gov- 
ernment  to  these  beneficient  duties,  might  doubt  it  in 
trialj  which  put  to  the  test  its  strength  and  efficiency, 
as  a  member  of  the  great  community  of  nations.     Here, 
too.  experience  has  afforded  us  the  most  satisfactory 
proof  in  iu  favor.     Just  as  this  Constitution  was  put 
into  action,  several  of  the  principal  States  of  Europe 
had  become  much  agitated,  and  some  of  them  seriously 
convulsed.     Destructive  wars  ensued,  which  have,  of 
late   only,   been   terminated.     In    the   course  of  these 
conflicts,  the  United  Stales  received  great  injury  from 
several  of  the  parties.     It  was    their  interest   to  stand 
aloof  from   the   contest;  to  demand  justice   from   the 
party  committing    the    injury  ;  and    to  cultivate,  by  a 
fair  and  honorable  conduct,  the  friendship  of  all.      War 
became,  at  length,  inevitable,  and  the  result  has  shown, 
that  our  Government  is  equal  to  that,  the  greatest  of 
trials,  under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances.     Of 
the  virtue  of  the  people,  and  of  the  heroic  exploiu  of 
the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  MiUtia,  I  need  not  speak. 
Such,  then,  is  the  happy  Government  under  which 
we  live  ;   a  Government  adequate  to  every  purpose  for 
which   the  social  compact  is  formed  ;  a  Government 
elective  in  all    its  branches,  under  which  every  citizen 
may,  by  his  merit,  obtain  the  highest  trust  recognised 
by  the  Constitution  ;   which  contains  within  it  no  cause 
of  discord  ;  none  to  put  at  variance  one  portion  of  the 
community  with  another;  a  Government  which  pro- 
tects every  citizen  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  righu, 
and  18  able  to  protect  the  nation  against  injustice  from' 
foreign  Powers. 

Other  considerations  of  the  highest  importance  ad- 
monish  us  to  cherish  our  Union,  and  to  cling  to  the 
Government  which  supporU  it.     Fortunate  as  we  are, 
m  our   political  institutions,  we   have  not  been  less  so 
in  other  circumstances,  on  which  our  prosperity  and 
happiness    essentially    depend.     Situated    within  the 
temperate  zone,  and  extend. ng  through  many  degrees 
of  latitude  along  the  Atlantic,  the  United  Stales  enjoy 
all  the  varieties  of  climate,  and  every  production  inci- 
dent to  that  portion  of  the  globe.     Penetrating,  inter- 
nally, to  the  gre.-xt    Lakes,  and  beyond   the  sources  of 
the  great  rivers  which  communicate  through  our  whole 
interior,  no  country  was  ever  happier  with  respect   to 
lU  domain.     Blessed,  too,  with  a  fertile  soil,  our  pro- 
duce has  always  been  very  abum'-ant,  leaving,  even  in 
yearathe  least  favorable,  a  surplus  for  the  wants  of  our 
fellow-men  in  other  countries.     Such   is    our  peculiar 
felicity,  that  there  is  not  a  part  of  our  Union  that  is 
not  particularly  interested  in  preaerviag  it.     The  great 
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agricultural  interest  of  the  nation  prospers  under  its 

I  protection.     Local  interests  are  not  less  fostered  by  it. 

j  Our  fellow-citizens  of  the  North,  engaged  in  naviga- 

!  tion.   find   great  encouragement   in    being    made   the 

favored  carriers  of  the  vast    productions  of  the  other 

portions  ol  the  United  Stales,  while  the  inhabitants  of 

these  are   amply  recompensed,  in  their   turn,  by  the 

nursery  for  seamen  and  naval   force,  thus  formed   and 

reared  up  for  the  support  of  our  common  righU.     Our 

manufactures  find  a  generous  encouragement  by  the 

policy  which  patronizes  domestic  industry  ;  and  the 

surplus  of  our  produce,  a  steady  and  profitable  market 

by  local  wanu,  in  less  favored  parts,  at  home. 

Such,  then,  being  the  highly  favored  condition  of  oui 
country,  it  is  the  interest  of  every  citizen  to  maintain 
it.      What  arc  the  danger.*  which  menace  us?     If  any 
exist,  they  ought  to  be  ascertained  and  guarded  against. 
In  explaining  my  sentiments  on  this  subject,  it  may 
be  asked,  What  raised  us  to  the  present  happy  state  * 
How  did  we  accomplish  the  Revolution  !    How  remedy 
the  defecu  of  the  first  instrument  of  our  U'nion,  by  in- 
fusing  into  the  National  Government  sufficient  power 
for  national  purposes,  without  impairing  the  just  righU 
of  the  States,  or  aflecting  those  of  individuals?     How 
sustain,  and  pass  with   glory  through   the   late  war? 
The  Government  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
To  the  people,  therefore,  and  to  the  faithful  and  able 
depositaries  of  their  trust,  is  the  credit  due.     Had  the 
people  of  the  United  States  been  educated  in  different 
principles ;  had  they  been   less  intelligent,  loss  inde- 
pendent, or   less  virtuous,  can  it  be    believed  that  we 
should  have  maintained  the  same  steady  and  consistent 
career,  or  been  blessed  with  the  same  success  ?     While, 
then,  the  constituent  body  reUins  iu  present  sound  and 
healthful   state,  everything    will   be   safe.     They   will 
choose     competent    and    faithful     represenutives    for 
every  department.     It  is  only  when  the  people  become 
ignorant  and   corrupt;  when   they   degenerate  into  a 
populace,  that  they  are  incapable  of  exercising  the  sov- 
ereignly.    Usurpation  is  then  an  easy  attainment,  and 
an  usurper  soon  found.    The  people  themselves  become 
the  willing  instruments  of  their  own  debasement  and 
ruin.     Let  us,  then,  look  to  the  ^reat  cause,  and  en- 
deavor to  preserve  it  in  full  force.     Let  us,  by  all  wise 
and    Constitutional     measures,    promote    intelligence 
among  the  people,  as  the  best  means  of  preaerving  our 
liberties. 

Dangers   from  abroad   are   not  less  deserving  of  at- 
tention.    Experiencing  the   fortune  of  other  nations, 
the  United   States  may  be  again  involved  in  war,  and 
it  may  in  that  event  be  the  object  of  the  adverse  party 
to  overset  our  Government— to  break  our   Union,  and 
demolish  us  as  a  nation.     Our  distance  from  Europe, 
and  the  just,  moderate,  and  pacific  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, may  form  some  security  against  these  dan- 
gers, but  they  ought  to    be   aniicipaied    and  guarded 
against.     Many  of  our  cituens   are  engaged  in  com- 
merce and  navigation,  and  all  of  iheiu  are,  in  a  cerUin 
degree,  dependent   on  their  prosperous  state.     .Many 
are    engaged    in    the  fisheries.     These    intere:its    are 
exposed  to  invasion  m  the  wars  between  other  Povvon, 
and  we  should  disregard  the  faithlul  admonition  of  ex- 
perience, if  we  did  not  expect  it.     We  must  support 
our  rights  or  lose  our  character,  and  with  it,  perhaps, 
our  liberties.     A  people  who  fail  to  do  it,  can  scarcely 
be  said   to  hold  a  place   among  independent   nations. 
National  honor  is  national  property  of  the  highest  value, 
ihe  sentiment  in  the  m:nd  of  every  citizen,  is  national 
atrengih.     It  ought,  therefore,  to  be  cheruhed. 
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'o  secure   ps  against  these  danger*,  our  coast  and 
urn  aJ    Ironti.fs    ihould    be  fortified  ;  our   Armj  and 
fAvy,  rcgulat»>d  npon  juat  principles  as  to  the  force  of 
ri2i),  be  kept  ,n  perfect  order,  and  our  militia  be  placed 
o  Ithe  best  practicable  footing.     To  put  our  extensive 
r.Trt  in  «uchc  a  state  of  defence  as  to  secure  our  cities 
a^i  interior  'om   invasion,  will  be  attended  with  ex- 
p.  te,  but  th^  work  when  finished  will  be  permanent ; 
*.«  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  a  single  campaign  of  in- 
Fr,n,  by  a  liaval  force  superior  to  our  own,  aided   by 
[y  thousaiid  land  troops,  would  expose  us  to  greater 
l^nse,  wiili,)ut    taking  into  the  estimate  the  loss  of 
,  rrty  and   distress  of  our  citiiens,  than  would  be 
ncient  for  this  great  work.     Our  land   and  naval 
ts  should   be  moderate,  but  adequate  to  the  necea- 
pur{.ose..     The   former,  to  garrison  and  preserve 
^ruficatjons,  and  to  meet  the  first  invasiona  of  a 
Jiifn  loe  ;  4iid,^while  constituliiig  the  elemenU  of  a 
»ier   force,- to  ^preserve  the   science,  as    well   as  all 
jii'cessar;.    implemenu  of  war,  in  a  sute   to   be 
brc  ;jjht  into  activity  in  the  event  of  war.     The  latter, 
/et,  ,i»ied  wiUu^   the  limits  proper  in  a  state  of  peace,' 
nir  tn  aid  in  Niaintaimng  th«  neutrality  of  the  United 
8t,    ifu  with  G*,fnity  in  the  wars  of  other  Powers,  and 
m    iVing  the  property  of  their  citizens  from  spoliation. 
In,  ;.-me  of  w^r,  with  the   enlargement  of  which  the 
grf  r  naval  resource*  of  the  country  render  it  suscep- 
lit:  ,   and  whK.h  should   be   duly  fostered  in  tune  of 
pe^  e,  It  wouM  contribute  essentially,  both  as  an  aux- 
i!Ufy  of  defei.ve  and  as  a  powerful   engine  of  annoy- 
to  dimitibh  the  calamities  of  wax,  and  to  bring 
rar  to  a  sj  wdy  and  honorable  termination, 
^tit  it  ougbt  always  to  be  held  prominently  in  view, 
the  safety  of  these  States,  and  of  everything  dear 
to  /  iree  people,  must  depend  in  an  eminent  degree  on 
►fcfiiihUa.     invasions  may  be  made  too  formidable  to 
l-f  |tii*ted  by  any  land  and  navaJ  force  which  it  would 
t^.ij^rt  eith«r  with  the  principles  of  our  G»\emment 
m  |i«>  circuDuiances  of  the  United  Sute*  to  mainUin. 
iii  Arch  case*,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  great  body 
of  fic   people,   and   in  a  manner    to  produce  the   best 
efl.f  L     it  IS  oj  the  hi^jhest  importance,  therefore,  that 
lh,»,  be  so  orginized  and  trained  as  to  be  prepared  for  : 
a^^nmergeuc*.     The  arrangemsnt  should  be  such  as  [ 
t*  iu#  at  the  (:j)mman(l  of  the  (iovernment  the  ardent  ' 
pa't-Jtism  and^^outhfal  vigor  of  the  country.     If  formed  I 
cn|(iual  and  just  principles,  it  cannot  be'  oppressive.  ' 
Itii^iiie  crisis  vhich  makes  the  pressure— and  not  the 
!I»VK>,  which  p.ovide  a  remedy   lor  it.     This  arrange- 
fBic|t  should  b<  formed  too  in  time  of  peace,  to  be  the 
ib<.-(*r  prepared   for  war.     With  such  an  organiiaUon, 
,01   J,ich  a  people,  the    United   States   have  nothing  to 
■drfc|i  irom  for^gn  invasion.     At  lU  approach,  an  over- 
•wt.,  |iiimg  force  of  gallant  men  might  always  be  put  in 
tno.  ^)u.  *  ■>  r 

•  ^ner  interC:U  of  high  importance  will  claim  alten- 
tjoi.  among  ^hich  the  improvement  of  our  country  by 
^  and  can»ls,  proceeding  always  with  a  Constitu- 
'/t  sancuon,  holds  a  distinguished  place.  By  thus 
»Tating  the  :ntercours€  between  the  States,  we  shall 
|i.iuch  to  \fie  convenience  and  comfort  of  our  fel- 
Ktizens  ;  j^ucb  to  the  ornament  of  the  countrr  • 
Lwhat   IS  -'   .....'' 


i! 


-  '  ^  greater  importance,  we  shall  shorten 

Oiatf  itces,  and  jpy  making  each  part  more  accessible  to 
»no*)f;penden(|on  the  other,  we  shall  bind  the  Union 
aoj|jclogely  tv^jfeiher.     .Nature  hta  done  so  much  for 

"^X^  *"^'*^'*^°*  ^^^  country  with  so  many  great 
^*Xi  ^^y^'  ■"•'  lakes,  approaching  from  distant  points 
*?  'fV  ^oeach-other,  that  the  inducement  to  complete 


the  work  seeoM  to  be  peculiarly  strong.  A  mor*  in- 
teresting spectacle  was  perhaps  never  seen  than  it 
exhibited  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Sutes  ■  a 
territory  so  vast  and  advantageously  situated,  contain- 
ing  objecu  so  grand-so  useful— so  happily  connected 
in  all  their  parte  ! 

Our  manufactures  will  likewise  require  the  syste- 
maUc  and  fostering  care  of  the  Oovernment.  Pos- 
sessing, as  we  do,  all  the  raw  materials,  the  fruit 
of  our  own  soil  and  industry,  we  ought  not  to  depend, 
in  the  degree  we  have  done,  on  supplies  from  other 
countries.  While  we  are  thus  dependent,  the  sadden 
event  ol  war,  unsought  and  unexpected,  cannot  fail  to 
plunge  us  into  the  most  serious  difficulties.  It  is  in»- 
porUnt,  too,  that  the  capital  which  nourishes  our  manu- 
tactures  should  be  domestic,  as  lU  influence  in  that 
case,  instead  of  exhausting,  as  it  may  do  in  foreign 
hands,  would  be  felt  advantageously  on  agnculture 
and  every  other  branch  of  industry.     Equally  import- 

I  ant  is  it  to  provide  at  home  a  market  for  our  raw  ma- 
terials, as,  by  extending  the  compeUUon,  it  will  enhance 
the  price,  and  protect  the  culUvalor  against  the  casual- 

I  ties  incident  to  foreign  markets. 

I  With  the  Indian  tribes  it  is  our  duty  to  cultivate 
friendly  relations,  and  to  act  with  kindness  and  liberal- 
ity lo  all  our  transacuons.  Equally  proper  is  it  to 
persevere  in  our  efforu  to  extend  lo  them  the  advan- 
tages  of  civiliution. 

I  The  great  amount  of  oar  revenue,  and  the  flourish- 
ing state  of  the  Treasury,  are  a  full  proof  of  the  com- 
petency  of  the  national  resources  for  any  emergency, 
j  as  they  are  of  the  willingness  of  our  fellow-citraens  to 
bear  the  burdens  which  the  public  necessities  require. 
The  vast  amount  of  vacant  lands,  the  value  of  which 
dailyaugments,  lonns  an  additional  resource  of  great 
extent  and  duration.  These  resources,  besides  ac- 
complishing every  other  necessary  purpose,  put  it 
completely  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  die- 
charge  the  national  debt  at  an  early  period.  Peace  is 
the  best  time  for  improvement  and  preparation  of  every 
kind  ;  it  is  in  peace  that  our  commerce  fiourishea  most ; 
that  taxes  are  most  easily  paid,  and  that  the  revenue 
is  most  productive. 

The  Eiecuuve  is  charged  officially,  in  the  Depart- 
ments   under  it,  with   the  disbursement  of  the   public 
money,  and  is  responsible  for  the  faithful  application 
of  It  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  raised.     The  Legis- 
lature is  the  watchful  guardian  over  the  pubhc  purse.     It 
u  Its  duty  to  see  that  the  disbursement  has  been  hon- 
estly made.     To  meet  the  requisite  responsibility,  every 
facility  should  be  afforded  to  the  ExecuUve,  to  enable  it 
to  bring  the  public  agents,  intrusted  with  the  public 
money,  strictly    and  promptly  to  account.     Nothing 
should  be  presumed  against  them  ;  but  if,  with  the  re- 
quisite  facihties,  the  public   money  is  sufTered  to  lie, 
long  and  useleasiy,  in  their  hands,  they  will  not  be  the 
only   defaulter.*,  nor   will   the    demoralizing  eflfect  be 
confined  to   them.     It  will  evince   a  relaxation    and 
want  of  tone  in  the  Administration,  which  will  be  felt 
by  the  whole  community.     I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  se- 
cure economy  and  fidelity  in  this  important  branch  of 
the  Administration,  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  Legisla- 
ture Will  perform  lU  duly  with  equal  zeal.     A  thorough 
examination  should  be  regularly  made,  and  I  will  pro- 
mote it. 

It  is  particularly  ffratifying  to  me,  to  enter  on  the 
discharge  of  these  duties  at  a  time  when  the  United 
Slates  are  blessed  with  peace.  It  is  a  state  most  con- 
sistent with  their  prosperity  and  happiness.     It  will  b« 
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my  sincere  desire  to  preserve-  it,  so  far  as  ^pemla  on  ' 
the  Executive,  on  just  principles,  with   ail  nations — 
claiming  nothing  unreasonable  of  any,  and  rendering 
to  each  what  is  its  due. 

Equally  gratifying  is  it  to  witness  the  increased  har- 
mony of  opinion  which  pervades  our  Union.  Discord 
does  not  l>elong  to  our  system.  Union  is  recommended, 
as  well  by  the  free  and  benign  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, extending  its  blessings  to  every  individual, 
as  by  the  other  eminent  advantages  attending  it.  The 
American  people  have  encountered  together  great 
dangers,  and  susUined  severe  trials  with  success. 
They  constitute  one  great  family,  with  a  common  in- 
terest. Experience  has  enlightened  us  on  some  ques- 
tions  of  essential  importance  to  the  country.  The 
progress  has  been  slow,  dictated  by  a  just  reflection, 
and  a  faithful  regard  to  every  interest  connected  with 
it.  To  promote  this  harmony,  in  accord  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Republican  Government,  and  in  a  man- 
ner to  give  them  the  most  complete  effect,  and  to  ad- 
vance in  all  other  respects  the  best  interests  of  our 
Union,  will  be  the  object  of  my  constant  and  zealous 
exertions. 

Never  did  a  Government  commence  under  auspices 
so  favorable,  nor  ever  was  success  so  complete.  If  we 
look  to  the  history  of  other  nations,  ancient  or  modern, 
we  find  no  example  of  a  growth  so  rapid — so  gigantic  : 
of  a  {>eople  so  prosperous  and  ha])py.  In  contemplat- 
ing what  we  have  still  to  perform,  the  heart  of  every 
citizen  must  expand  with  joy,  when  he  reflects  how  ' 
near  our  Government  has  approached  to  pt-rfection  ; 
that,  in  reapect  lo  it,  we  have  no  essential  improve- 
ment to  make ;  that  the  great  ot)ject  is,  to  preserve  it 
in  the  essential  principles  and  features  which  charac- 
terize it,  and  that  that  is  to  be  done  by  preserving  the 
virtue  and  enlightening  the  minds  of  the  people;  and,  t 
as  a  security  agdinsl  foreign  dangers,  to  adopt  such 
arrangements  as  arc  indispensable  to  the  support  of 
our  independence,  our  righu  and  liberties.  If  we  per- 
severe in  the  career  in  which  we  have  advanced  so  far, 
and  in  the  path  already  traced,  we  cannot  fail,  under  ' 
the  favor  of  a  gracious  Providence,  to  attain  the  high 
destiny  which  seems  to  await  us. 

In  the  Administrations  of  the  illustrious  men  who 
have  preceded  me  in  this  high  station,  with  some  of 
whom  I  have  been  connected  by  the  cliisest  ties  from 
early  life,  examples  are  presented   which  will    always  } 
be  found  highly  instructive  and  useful  lo  their  succes-  ' 
sors.     From   these  I  shall  endeavor   to  derive  all   the  ' 
advantages  which  they  may  afford.     Of  my  immediate 
predecessor,  under  whom  so  important  a  portion  of  this 
great  and  successful  experiment  has  been  made,  I  shall 
be  pardoned  for  expressing  my  earnest  wishes  that  he 
may  long  enjoy,  in  his  retirement,  the  affections  of 
a  grateful  country — the  best  reward  of  exalted  UlenU, 
and  the  most  faithful  and  meritorious  services.      Re- 
lying on  the  aid  to  be  derived  from  the  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  I  enter  on  the  trust  to  which 


I  have  been  called  by  the  suffrages  of  my  fellow-citi- 
zens, with  my  fervent  prayers  to  the  Almighty,  that 
He  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  continue  to  us  that 
protection  which  He  has  already  so  conspicuously  dis- 
played in  our  favor. 

After  which,  the  oaihof  office  was  administered 
U)  the  Preside.ntof  the  United  States  by  the 
Chief  Justice. 

The  Senate  having  again  assembled, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
notify  him  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  thai  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them, 

Oo  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning:. 


Wednesday,  March  5,  1817. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORouGH  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Siaie^,  who  informed  them  that  he  should 
this  day,  at  an  early  hour,  make  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Senate. 

After  the  con<;ideration  of  Eiecutive  business, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.BARBouRand  .Mr.  Sanford 
be  a  committee  lo  wait  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may 
have  any  luriher  communication  to  make  to  them, 
the  Senate  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursiiay,  .March  6,  1817. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
the  Vice  Pre>ident  having  absented  himself  for 
the  purpose,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  President  pro  tempore,  is  the  Constitution 
provides  ;  and 

The  honorable  John  Gaillard  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint  him 
that  the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice 
President,  elected  the  honorable  John  Gaillard 
Pre>ident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

After  the  further  consideration  of  Executive 
business,  .Mr.  Barbour  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee that  ih^y  had  waite(|  oo  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  informed  them  he  had  no 
further  communieaiions  to  mike  lo  the  Senate. 

Whereupon,  the  President  adjourned  the  Sen- 
ate sine  die. 


14lh  Con.  2d  Ssse.— 8 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  2,  1816 


Monday,  December  2.  1816. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constitution 
for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  Henry  Clay,  the 
Speaker,  Thomas  Dougherty,  the  Clerk,  and 
the  following  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentaiiyes  appeared,  and  took  iheir  seats,  to  wit: 

From  yew  Hampshire — Charles  H.  Atherton,  Wil- 
liam Hale,  Roger  V'o«e,  Daniel  Webster,  and  Jeduthun 
Wilcox. 

From  Matsachiuetts — William  Baylies, George  Brad- 
bury, Samuel  8.  Conner,  John  W.  H»;lbert,  Cyrus 
King,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Albion  K,  Parris,  John  Reed, 
Thomas  Rice,  Nathaniel  Ruggles,  Asahel  Stearns,  Sol- 
omon Strong,  Samuel  Taggart,  Arlemas  Ward,  and 
Laban  Wheaton. 

From  Connecticut — Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  Lyman  Law,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Lewid  B.  Sturges,  and  Benjamin  Tallmadge. 

From  Vermont — Asa  Lyon,  Charles  Marsh,  and 
John  Noyes. 

From  New  York — Aja  Adgate,  Micah  Brooks,  Dan- 
iel Cady,  Henry  Crocheron,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor, 
John  LoTett,  Hosea  Moffitt,  John  Savage,  John  W. 
Taylor,  George  Townsend,  and  Peter  H.  Wcndover. 

From  New  Jersey — Ezra  Baker,  Ephraim  Bateman, 
Benjamin  Bennett,  Lewis  Coudicl,  Henry  Southard, 
and  Thomas  Ward. 

From  Pennsylvania — William  Crawford,  William 
Darlington,  Isaac  GrilEn,  John  Hahn,  Joseph  Heister, 
Joseph  Hopkinson,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Jared  Irwin, 
Aaron  Lyie,  William  Milnor,  John  Whiteside,  and 
Thomati  Wilson. 

From  Delaware— ThomsiS  Clayton. 

From  AMary land— John  C.  Herbert,  Samuel  Smith, 
Philip  Stuart,  and  Robert  Wright. 

From  V/r^inia— Philip  P.  Barbour,  Burwell  Bas- 
sell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  Burwell,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Aylct  Hawes,  John  P.  Hungerford, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  William  McCov,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  William  H.  Roane,  Ballard  Smith, 
and  Henry  St.  {ieorg-i  Tucker. 

From  North  Carolina — Joseph  H.  Bryan,  James  W. 
Clark,  John  Culpeper,  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  Daniel 
M.  Forney,  William  Gaston,  Israel  Pickens,  Lewis 
Williams,  and  Bartlett  Yancey. 

From  South  CaroUna — John  C.  Calhoun,  John  J. 


Chappell,  Benjamin  Huger,  William  Lowndes,  John 
Taylor,  and  William  Woodward. 

From  Georgia — John  Forsyth,  Thomas  Telikir,  and 
Richard  H.  Wilde. 

From  Kentucky — Joseph  Desha,  Benjamin  Hardin, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Samuel  McKee,  Alney  McLean, 
Stephen  Ormsby, Solomon  P.  Sharp,  and  Micah  Taul. 

From  Tennessee — William  G.  Blount,  Newton  Can- 
non, Bennet  H.  Henderson,  Samuel  Powell,  James  B. 
Reynolds,  and  Isaac  Thomas. 

From  Ohio — John  .\lexander,  James  Caldwell,  and 
David  Clendennin. 

From  Louisiana — Thomas  B.  Robertson. 

The  following  new  members  also  appeared,  to 
wit:  from  Massachusetts,  Benja.min  Adams,  in 
the  room  of  Elijah  Bri^ham,  deceased,  and  James 
Carr;  from  New  York,  Archibald  S.Clarke, 
in  the  room  of  Peter  B.  Porter,  resigned;  from 
Pennsylvania,  William  Findley;  from  Mary- 
land, Peter  Little,  in  the  room  of  William 
Pinkney.  resigned,  and  George  Peter,  in  the 
room  of  Alexander  C.  Hanson,  resigned  ;  from 
North  Carolina,  Samuel  Dickens,  in  the  room 
of  Richard  Stanford,  deceased,  and  Charles 
Hooks,  in  the  room  of  William  R.  King,  re- 
signed ;  from  Kentucky,  Thomas  Fletcher,  ia 
the  room  of  James  Clark,  rcMgned  ;  from  Ohio, 
William  Henry  Harrison,  iti  the  room  of  Joha 
McLean,  resigned ;  and  from  Indian;!,  William 
Hendricks:  who  severally  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, and  took  their  seals;  the  oatli  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  being  first 
ad.nninistered  to  them  by  the  Speaker. 

William  Lattimore,  the  Delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Two  new  Delegates  appeared,  to  wit :  from  the 
Territory  of  Illinois. Nathaniel  Pope;  and  from 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  John  Scott;  who 
severally  produced  their  credentials,  were  quali- 
fied, and  took  their  seats. 

And  a  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  members  of  the  House,  being 
present,  the  Clerk  was  ordered  to  acquaint  the 
Senate  therewith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  a  committee  was 
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inted  on  ihe  part  of  this  House,  to  join  such  !  swercd  that  he  would  make  a  commuoication  to 
nittee  as  may  be  appnmied  on  the  pari  of  the    the  two  Houses  this  day,  at  twelve  oVInrlr 


.€'■  ^  ,  _  ^   ^._ _ 

iSe'ue,  to  wait  on   the  President  of  the  Unite! 
St^es.  and  irrform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 

y 

e 

E 
PP  . 

me^sajre  fjom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ihalr  quoruni  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
Ibalihey  are  ^ady  to  proceed  to  business.  The 
f5erl»e  concu*  in  the  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
me*  of  a  jni^it  committee,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dei5|9f  the  Urited  States,  and  inform  him  that  a 
<jU6jrm  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
io  rlceive  any>ccramunications  he  may  be  pleased 
fo  rlike  to  them,  and  have  appointed  a  committee 
«n  ileir  part. 

;    A|.  WmcHr  submitted   the  following  resolu- 
tions to  Wit: 

R^olred,  Thit  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
«.r  with  thV  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House,  be 
d  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

f  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution, 
he  question  beinij  taken  on  agreeing  thereto. 
^  deiermiped  in  the  negative, 
motion  ,)f  Mr.  Parr7s.  the  Clerk  was  di- 
I  to  procure  newspapers  from  any  number  of 
-  that  ihir*  members  may  elect:  Provided, 
■he  expeni.e  thereof  do  not  exceed  the  price 

See  daily  y.apers. 
moiion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York. 
Jned.   That   the   daily    hour   to   which   the 
[e  shall  stand  adjourned,  be  twelve  o'clock, 
otherwise  ordered. 
J  then  th^  Hou.^e  adjourned. 
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T^TESDAY.  December  3. 
kral  other  members,  to  wit:   from  Massa 
[Its,  Benjamin  Brown  and  Ti.mothy  Pick- 
y\   from   Rhode    Island,  James  B.  Mason; 
fron»,Connecti4ut.  Timothy  Pitkin;  from   Ver- 
r»oo|  Chacnc/:y  Langdon;    from   New  Yoik 
Uu.|R  C.  C0.HST0CK  James  W.  Wii.icn.  Jabez 

a    ]|.MMOND    JA.MES    BiRDSALL,    and    AbRAHAM 

n   ?-' HENCK  ;  fjom  Pennsylvania,  William  Wil 
soN.fWiLLiAM'MACLAY.  and    Thomas    Smith; 
frorr^Marvlancr  George   Baer;   from   Virginia! 
MA^rs  lATE  James  Pleasants,  ion., and  John 

;   and    from  North  Carolina.'  William  C 

appeared/and  tuok  their  seats. 

■new  m^-rabers  also  appeared,  to  wit:  from 
^cv     iTork,  Da?<iel  Avery,  in  the  room  of  Enos 

r.    firoop     re.igned;   and    from    Pennsylvania. 

n^/L»,AM  P.  Ma  CLAY,  in  the  room  of  Thomas 
l*urrj,de  resigned,  who  severally  produced  their 
'^  v.'l '«^'  ^''^  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mf  Wrigbt,  from  the  joint  committee  ap 
g.ti'-|J  to  wa.t  on  the  Pre>ident  of  the  United 
bUtt^  and  .r,(„rm  h.m  that  the  two  Houses 
"•▼I'l  formed  a  quorum,  are  ready  to  receive 
aoy  <|inmunicaVions  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
fSmJr.K'^^""^'^  '^'''  '^^   committee   had    per- 


A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
oent  op  the  United  States,  which  was  de- 
livered  in  at  the  Speaker's  table.  The  Messaae 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  comraiiled  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  that  five  thousand  copies  thereof 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  Con- 
gress. [For  this  iMessage  see  Senate  proceedings 
ante  page  11.]  "  ' 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  have  the 
application  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  the  Library,  and  have  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee on  their  part.  The  Senale  have  aho  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee for  enrolled  bills,  and  have  appointed  Mr. 
RuGGLES  on  their  part. 

The  said  resolutions  were  severally  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House;  and  Messrs.  Taylor  of 
New  York.  Hopkinson.  and  Tucker,  were  ap- 
pointed of  the  Library  Committee,  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  and  .Messrs.  Crawford  and  Tadl 
were  appointed  of  the  Committee  of  Enrolled 
Bills. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Hugh  Nelson  : 

lietohrd.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act.  entitled 
"An  act  to  chanpe  the  mode  of  compensation  to  the 
Members  of  the  Senale  and  Hourc  of  Representatives 
and  the  Delegates  from  Terruorics,"  passed  March 
19,  1816. 

The  question  was  then  taken.  ''Will  the  House 
now  consider  this  resolution  ?"  and  determined 
io  the  negative.^ 

ST.\NDL\G  COMMITTEES. 
On  moiion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees, pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Hou^e.  Whereupon,  the  following  were  ap- 
pointed: 

Of  Way*anc/.V^an«— Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Smith 

of  Mary  1.1  nd,  Mr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Bur  well,  .Mr.  Wil- 
kin, Mr   Gaston,  and  Mr.  Hender.-^on. 

Of  Elections— Mt.  Taylor,  of  New  York  Mr. 
Pickering.  Mr,  Kerr,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Hahn,  Mr. 
Vose.  Mr.  Law,  and  Mr.  Thoma.s. 

Of  Commerce  and  Manufactures— Mr.  Newton 
Mr.  Savage,  Mr.  Hulbert,  Mr.  Parris,  Mr.  Milnor! 
Mr.  Mason,  and  Mr.  Forney. 

Of  Claims-Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr. 

Goodwyn,Mr.Davenporl,Mr.Lyle,  Mr.  Hardin, 
and  Mr.  Lyon. 

For  the  District  of  Columbia— Mr.  Tucker,  Mr. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Wendo- 
ver,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  .Mr,  Peter.  ' 

On  Public  Lands— Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, Mr.  King,  Mr.  Siurges,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr. 
VVilliams,  and  Mr.  Hendricks. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads— Mr.  Ing- 


that  spr.,irp    .n  >  .(,   .     k     n  »    '"  *  ""^  '^'"^  yi^^^  "'*"  ^o«  £ioads—y\r.     ng- 

mat  serr.ce,  and  that  the  President  an- 1  ham,Mr.  Cannou,  Mr.  Breckenndge,Mr.  Avery, 
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Mr.  Carr  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Caldwell,  and 
Mr.  Noyes. 

On  Pensions  and  Rernlutionary  Claims — Mr. 
Chappell,  Mr.  Reynolds.  Mr.  Sluart,  Mr.  South- 
ard. Mr.  Wilcox,  Mr.  Wheaton,  and  Mr.  Cro- 
cheron. 

Of  Public  Expenditures — Mr.  Pickens.  Mr. 
Barbour,  Mr.  Hammond.  Mr.  Champion,  Mr. 
Schenck,  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Nelson. 

On  the  Judiciary — Mr.  Hugh  Nelson.  Mr. 
Wilde,  Mr.  Hopkinson.  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Ormsby, 
Mr.  Webster,  and  Mr.  Love. 

Of  Accounts — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr. 
Edwards. 

On  Kevisal  and  Unfinished  Business — Mr. 
Condict  Mr.  Bradbury,  and  Mr.  William  Maclay. 

On  Private  iMnd  Claims — Mr.  Sharp,  Mr. 
Clark  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Telfair.  Mr.  Ather- 
ton,  and  Mr.  Huger. 


Wednesday,  December  4. 

Two  other  members  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Samuel  R.  Betts  ;  and  from  Pennsylvania, 
Hugh  Glasgow  ;  appeared  and   took  their  seats. 

A  new  member  also  appeared,  to  wit  :  from 
Virginia,  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  in  the  place  of 
Thomas  Gholson,  deceased  ;  who  produced  bis 
credeniialb,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
copy  of  the  report  of  the  commissioner  appointed 
to  mark  and  survey  a  road  from  Tennessee  river, 
through  the  Chickasaw  nation,  together  with  the 
amount  of  expenditures  for  performing  the  said 
service. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  during  the  present 
se^sion,  of  different  denominations,  one  by  each 
House,  who  shall  interchange  weekly;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  ME8S.\GE. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  Nelson  in  the  Chair,  the  following  subdi- 
vision  and  distribution  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage was  made  by  several  resolutions  offered  by 
Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York,  adapted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  concurred  in  by  the  House  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  to  our  commercial  inter- 
course with  lintish  colonial  porUi,  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

'2.  Resulted,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  .Militarj  Affairs,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  a  re-organization  of  the  militia,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  Resolved  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 


sage as  relates  to  Naval  Affairs,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  IVesident's  Mea- 
sage  as  relates  to  Manufactures,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  xelates  to  an  ainehoralion  of  the  condition  of 
the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits,  be  referred  to  • 
select  committee. 

7.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  uniformity  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures, bcj  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  Revolted,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  nelates  to  the  National  University,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

9.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  Roads  and  Canals,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

10.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  l^resident's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  a  revisal  of  the  Criminal  Code  and 
a  remodification  of  the  Judiciary  Eslatilishmenl,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

1 1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  more  effectual  prohibition  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  be  referred   to  a  select  committee. 

12.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  and 
to  the  establishment  of  an  additional  Department  in 
the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  be  referre^i 
to  a  select  committee. 

13.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Revenue,  be  rtiferred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

14.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  I'resident's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

15.  Resolved,  That  the  said  select  committees  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Forsyth.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Mr. 
Grosvenor,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Ward,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Darlington,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  pursuant  to  the  fir:>l  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Conner,  Mr. 
Desha,  Mr.  Ward,  of  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Peier,  Mr. 
Thomas  M.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Dickens,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  pursuant  to  the  second 
resolution. 

Mr.  Harrison.  Mr.  Tallmadge,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr. 
Roane,  Mr.  Taul,Mr.  Hungerford.and  Mr.  Marsh, 
were  appointed  a  coinmiiiee  pursuant  to  the  third 
resolution. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Betts,  Mr.  Culpeper,  Mr. 
Lovelt,  Mr.  Robertson.  Mr.  Sinarns.  and  Mr. 
Clendennin,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  fourth  resuluiion. 

Mr.    Thomas,   Mr.   Griffin,    Mr.    Adgate,   Mr. 
Baer,    Mr.    Woodward,    Mr.    McCoy,   and    Mr. 
Fletcher,  were  appoinied  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  sixth  resoluiion. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Hopkin.son,  Mr. 
McKee,  Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  Crawford,  and  Mr.  Clarke, 
of  New  York,  were  appoinied  a  commiiiee  pur- 
buant  to  ihe  seventh  resolution. 

Mr.  Wilde,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Breckenridge. 
Mr.  Herbert,  .Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Birdsall,  and  Mr, 
Heister,  were  appointed  acommmee  pursuant  to 
the  eighth  resolution. 
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•  j'U.  Tbonias  Wilson,  Mr.  Brooks.  Mr.  Clayton, 
,MI  Bateraao,  Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.' 
^H^wes,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
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ninth  resolution. 

rlr.   Pick»!ring,  Mr.  Comstock,   Mr.   Condict, 
Tucker,  Mr.  Taggart,  Mr.  Cilley,  and   Mr. 
ks,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
^leveDth.  resolution. 

r.  LowrJes,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  William  Wil- 
Mr.  Rujfgle?,Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Bennett,  and 
Tate.  Were  appomted  a  committee  pursuant 
he  twelfth;  resolution. 

rlr.  Calhoun.  Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  Hulbert.  Mr. 
^)^iteside,  Mr.  Hardin,  Mr.  Townsend,  and  Mr. 
G.^sgow,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
t^«n,-  fourtev*nih  resolution. 
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COMPE.\S.\TION  LAW. 

'  '%»r.  JoHNSfpN,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  had, 

-    .11  politicil  occasions  consulted  bis  best  judg- 

'..   and    he  had  always    voted  with    a  view 

romoie   the  interest,  and  support  the  honor 

rights  of  those  who  had.  by  their  suffrages 

g\|n   hira   a'place  upon   the  floor  of  Congress.' 

:T'aj.t  he  had  t-xpressed  the  sentiments  of  his  con- 

•stijients.  and'his  conduct  had  generally  been  ap- 

pT5|ated  and  ^anctioned  by  them  ;  that  this  coin- 

cyiDce  of  pciitical  views,  and  confidence  in  his 

w^|es  for  thur  happiness  and  prosperity  had  left 

.^Uj|al  Iibertj   to  pursue  his  own  course  of  con- 

u    « '  J     ,*''  "notwithstanding  this  state  of  things 

h*;Jad  always  believed   in  the  right  of  instruc- 

'^  <  *l5'u**  *°y  '""*  '^"""S  iiis  political  course, 
h  •  jhould  hav^  considered  himself  both  honored 
.»n<|  bound  bv  the  will  of  his  constituents:  the 
|na!|fe  of  the  trust  implied  a  duty,  on  the  pan  of 
.h^,«epresen^iiiye.  that  he  will  consult  the  han- 
ss.  and  carry  into  effect,  as  far  as  he  knows 
e  will  of  those  who  elect  him. 
lat,  DotwiGhstanding  the  discontent  that  had 
-nested  itsolf  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
:'S,and  in  Iiisown  district,  he  was  left  to  take 
*«-^course  which  honor  and  duty  dictated  ;  and 
thai  so  far  as  fte  could  infer  the  will  of  his  con- 
astitients,  it  shpuld  have  a  controlling  influence 
lipcA  his  mini;  because  the  want  of  written  in- 
i5tri*tion  did  i;,ot  weaken  the  binding  eflScacy  of 
Jhe^reat  fundamental  principle  in  which  he  al- 

i."^l'     '^^^  '^"^  °^  *  written   impression  may 
by  f&ssibihty,    mislead   the   best    among  us-  of 
coji, -e,  thatwi)uld  give  a  high  claim  to  indul- 
^en|e.  On  thu  subject,  he  had  no  doubt  he  should 
jutej  the  sanction  and  the  approbation  of  those 
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rable  and  patriotic  men,  who.  notwiihstand- 
\r"^"^'  ^''^  continued  their  confidence 
i;n.  Mao.y  considerations  had  entered  into 
i.nd  in  making  a  motion  for  a  committee  to 
ire  into  iht-  expediency  of  repealing  the  com 


pea  dion    aw.     One  object,  was   to  gratify  that 


^a  of  hi.s,;onstituents  who  were  opposed  to 
,.easure.  -iHe  said  a  portion  of  his  constiiu- 
t?ms  because  h*  well  knew  that  many,  very  many 
"*  ^  r  political. friends,  were  in  favor  of  the  meas- 
f  Jlh  as  to  fnode  and  amount ;  some  were  de- 
SJro>r  that  an  wperiment  might  be  made,  others 
«'iilij^ed  the  molle,  but  do  not  object  to  the  amount 


} 


i 

i 


and  many  other  minor  differences;  but  he  well 
knew  that   they  would  all   either  unite  or  acqui- 
esce in  a  repeal  of  the  statute;  that  the  public 
mind  might  be  tranquillized;  that  the  great  mass 
ot  inflammable  matter  which  was  afloat  might  be 
decomposed  and  rendered  harmless;  that  hobbv 
riders  may  be  dismounted,  and  popularity-trans 
put  flat  on  the  surface;  for  he  never  intended   if 
he  could  make  any  other  shift,  to  ride  the  one,'or 
.^t  the  other.     He  claimed  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  to  explain  to  them  what   he  intended   by 
his  motion.     He  had  heard  of  a  variety  of  com'- 
pensation  bills,  so  called,  and  it  was  neces«ary  to 
Identify  the  one  he  intended   to  embrace   by  his 
motion.    He  did  not  intend  a  repeal  of  a  corapeo- 
saiion  bill,  which  gave  to  members  of  Congress 
fllteen  hundred  dollars  per  session,  whether  extra 
or  the  great  annual  session,   pointed  out  by  the 
I'ederal   Constitution,    by  which   each    member 
could  draw  as   many  fifteen   hundred  dollars  as 
I  the  sessions  in  which  he  served  ;  no  such  bill  can 
be  found    upon  the  Journals  of  the  House.     He 
did  not  intend  a  repeal  of  that  compensation  bill 
which  a  lowed  members  of  Congress  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  whether  present  durin<T 
the  session,  or  absent,  at  home,  or  elsewhere,  on 
iheirown  business.    Such  compensation  law  can- 
not be  found   in   the  statute   book.     He  did  not 
intend  a  repeal  of  that  compensation  law  which 
had  given  to  the  members  of  Congress  six  dollars 
a  day  until  its  pas.sage,  and  then  the  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollar..     He  had  nothing  to  do  with  such  a 
measure,  as  no  such  measure  had  been  sanctioned 
by  Congress.     He  did  not  intend  a  repeal  of  that 
compensation  law  which  violated   the  Constitu- 
tion, for  he  had  never  given  a  vote  upon  any  such 
measure,  although   he  well  knew  that  a  rejected 
amendment  to   the  Constitution  had   been   pub- 
lished as  a  partof  that  sacred  instrument,  to  induce 
a  belief  that  avarice  had  driven  Congress  from 
the  path  of  duty.     He  had   nothing  to  do  with 
these   and   other    compensation    bills,  so  called 
which  existed  only  ,n   the  visions  of  fancy,  the 
colorings  of  party,  and  the  misrepresenutions  of 
laction  ;  and  these  misrepresentations,  with  other 
causes,  had  combined  in  a  manner  so  powerful 
and  so  forcible  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  peo- 
pie.     Nothing  less  could   fiave  excited  in  such 
a  degree   their  suspicion  and  displeasure  against 
their  Representatives,  inducing  them,  in  many 
cases,  to  withdra*-  confidence,   under  every  con- 
ce.ssion,  and  refusing  explanations  from  public 
servaiits  who  had  never  deviated  before.     He  in- 
tended  by  his  motion,  to  repeal  a  compensation 
law.  which  gave  to  members  of  Conijress  a  gross 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  their  services, 
provided  they  discharged,  with  fidelity,  every  day 
of  every  session,  the  duties  of  Representative,  and 
not  otherwise,  whether  one  or  more  sessions  dur- 
ing the  Congressional  year,  in  l.eu  of  the  6ix  dol- 
lars per  day  ;  a  compensation  law  which  i.iaced 
them  on  an  equality  with  the  Sergeaut-at  Arms, 
the  Doorkeeper,  the  Assistant    Doorkeeper,  the 
Chiel  Clerk,  and.  the  Engro»sing  Clerk  ;  and,  on 
a  looting,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  of  half  as 
much  as  we  give   to  the  Cle^k  of  the  House;  a 
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compeDsation    law,  which   was   supported   and 
voted  for  by  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  signed   by  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales;  a  compensation  law,  which  was  acknowl- 
edged by  every  member  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
House  to  be  just,  if  not  politic,  by  taking  the  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars ;  for  he  was  informed  that 
every  member,  one  from  Virginia  excepted,  had 
taken  the  money,  which  was  conclusive  evidence 
that  they  did  not  consider  it  public  robbery.    And 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  did  not 
refuse  the  money  because  he  thought  it  unjust, 
for    he  advocated    the   measure;  upon   principle 
only  he  could   not  agree  to  embrace  the  present 
Congress.     The  worth  of  that  member  was  well 
known  to  the  House;  and  as  to  those  who  had 
voted  against  the  measure,  and  had  received  the 
compensation,  he  did  not  suppose  thai  the  people 
of  any  district   would  have  complained   of  any 
such  member,  who  had   only  taken   that  which 
had  been  allowed  other  members  by  law.    In  jus- 
tice to  himself,  to  the  House,  and  particularly  to 
the  nation,  he  conceived  it  his  duty  thus  to  dis- 
tinguish the  real  from  the  fictitious  compensation 
laws ;  for  the  age  of  reason  had  not  passed  away, 
and  although  there   may  have  been  a  temporary 
sacrifice  of  worth  and  merit,  it  cannot  continue. 
Mr.  J.  said,  such  had  been   the  artificial  and  un- 
natural excitement  against  the  compensation  bill,  I 
that  a   particular   friend  of  his  called    upon   his  | 
debtor   to  discharge  a  written  obligation  under 
bond  and   seal  ;    upon   presenting   the   note,  the  ' 
debtor  demanded  to  know  of  his  creditor,  whether 
he  was   in  favor  of  the  compensation   bill  ;  and. 
upon  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  payment 
was  positively  refused.     This  was  not  all.     He 
had  understood  if  a  constable   presented  himself 
to  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  preferment  and 
promotion,  he  was  called  on  to  know  if  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  com|)ensation  bill.     If  the  justice 
of  the  peace  wanted  to  be  sheriff,  he  could  think 
of  no  better  expedient  than  to  denounce  the  com- 
pensation bill ;  and  particularly  those  who  offered 
as  candidates  to  represent  counties  in  the  State 
Legislatures,  a  denunciation  of  the  compensation 
bill  was  made  a  *i/ie  (jua  nan.     In  fact,  by  these 
and  other  means,  the  poor  compensation  bill  ex- 
cited more  discontent   than  the  alien  or  sedition 
laws,  the  yuosi  war  with  France,  the   internal 
taxes  of  1798,  the  embargo,  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  ihe  Treaty  of  Ghent,  or  any  one 
measure  of  the  Government,  from   its  existence. 
Such  effects  could  not  naturally  result  from  the 
measure  under  consideration,  but  from  the  mis- 
representaiioo  of  designing  men.  and  from  a  mis- 
understanding of  It  by  the  virtuous,  the  faithful, 
the  honest,  yeomanry  of  the  country.    Mr.  J.  said, 
this  reminded  hiiu  of  another  story  that  was  told 
him,  of  a  young  gentlt- man  having  made  known 
to  the  father  ot  a  beautiful  daughter,  his  wish  to 
visit  the  house  on  her  account ;  who  demanded 
of  the  young  man.  as  a  preliminary,  whether  he 
was  in   tavor  of  the  compensation   bill  !     This 
brings  me,  said  Mr.  J.,  to  the  most  natural  part 
of  ihe  inquiry — ihe  amount  of  compensation.     If 
we  consider  this  subject  man  abstractor  positive 


point  of  view,  we  must  take  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances into  the  calculation,  and  it  may  be 
difficult  to  say  what  is  the  precisesum  that  should 
be  given.  If  a  married  man  shall  bring  his  fam- 
ily with  him,  he  will  incur  an  expense  greater 
than  to  come  alone.  If  a  member  should  come 
alone  to  the  City  of  Washington,  he  incurs  less 
expense  than  if  compelled  to  bring  one  servant, 
or  an  attendant,  with  him.  to  aid  him  on  the  road, 
and  when  at  the  city,  to  take  from  him  the  trou- 
ble of  a  thousand  calls,  which  would  break  in 
upon  his  time,  and  render  him,  in  a  great  meas- 
sure,  useless  to  his  constituents ;  or  by  paying  the 
same  for  extra  attention  at  the  boarding  houses. 
Or  the  amount  of  expense  may  depend  upon  a 
thousand  other  considerations — whether  a  mem- 
ber shall  drink  water  alone,  or  whiskey,  or  bran- 
dy, or  Madeira,  or  Champaign;  or  whether  a 
member  shall  occupy  a  room  alone,  or  whether 
he  can  find  some  kindred  spirit  to  occupy  a  room 
together.  But  this  part  of  the  subject  cannot  be 
reduced  to  anything  like  mathematical  precision, 
as  to  the  amount  of  compensation.  But  this  I 
have  said,  and  this  I  now  repeat,  that  for  married 
or  single,  with  servants  or  without  servants,  with 
horses  or  without  horses,  fifteen  hundred  dollari, 
as  a  money-making  scheme,  is  a  poor  business, 
whether  applied  to  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  ihc 
lawyer,  the  doctor,  or  any  other  other  class  of  the 
community;  such  is  the  necessary  expense  and 
sacrifice  in  being  a  member.  Nor  is  it  my  wish 
that  it  should  be  a  money-making  business.  It 
is  my  wish  to  receive  my  compensation  from 
the  people  whom  I  represent,  and  not  from  any 
other  quarter.  I  despise  prodigality,  extravagance, 
and  luxury,  and  equally  despise  griping  avarice  ; 
and  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases  of  money,  1 
would  be  governed  by  the  principles  of  economy 
— fix  no  unnecessary  burden  on  the  people— but 
they  must  support  their  liberties  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  their  choice,  by  a  moderate  and  rational 
system  of  necessary  supplies.  But,  leaving  this 
positive  view  of  the  subject,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, the  compensation  to  members  of  Congress  is 
inadequate,  and,  to  equalize,  you  must  either 
level  or  reduce  tne  salaries  of  most  of  the  officers 
of  Government,  or  you  must  add  to  the  per  diem 
which  has  been  received  by  the  members  hereio- 
fore ;  and  I  believe  the  people  have  not  yet  in- 
structed the  members  of  Congress  to  lessen  the 
salaries  of  officers  which  have  been  fixed  by  the 
patriots  of  the  country  for  twenty  years  and  up- 
wards ;  and  the  people  must  love  liberty  less,  and 
money  more,  than  at  present,  to  take  such  a  step; 
and  when  I  introduce  the  salaries  of  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  from  memory,  by 
way  of  comparison,  it  is  not  to  alarm,  or  to  imply 
that  there  should  be  a  diminution  or  reduction, 
but  to  undeceive  the  people  as  to  this  monstrous 
law,  which  gives  $1,500  to  members  of  Congress. 
I  The  President  of  the  United  States  receives  a 
'  salary  of  §25,000  per  annum,  which  amounts  to 
j  $63  49  per  day. 

Vice  President,  85.000  per  annum,  which,  al- 
lowing the  sessions  to  average  four  months,  is 
$41  I'J  per  day. 
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Jorei.n  ^Tin.sters,  S9000  which  is  S24  65  per 
i  besides-;an  ouffitof$9  000  ^ 

-hief  Ju5^.ce.$4  000,  which,  allowin- the  time 
r  Zn.h'i  '''''":"»  «"^  attendance  to  be 
II  year,  i^  jjjj  j,"}  p^^  (jgy_ 

M  and  tv^nty  days,  829  16  per  day 
osiraa.t^i,  General,  S3,000  per  annum. 
^^oraptrolV-r  of  the  Treasury.  $3,500  per  an- 

I'reasurerfc3,000  per  annum. 

_|udMororthe  Treasury.  $3  000  per  annum 
■Register  or  ,he  Treasury.  «3,000  per  annum 

Hi?pe'raf;,r' ''' ""'--'  ^-^  ^^-• 

oramKssicv.er  oflnterDal  Revenue,  $3,000  per 

permten^ent  General  of  Military  Suppl.es 
00  per  anjum.  "j'j  ncs. 

.*  torney  General,  $3,000  per  annum. 

J  '^-^"'-'^-Judges  of  the  Court  of  AppeaU 

-e   hundr<sJ  and  twenty  days,  for  the  whole 
occupied  dn  a  year,  is  $20  83  per  day 
Thi.°h   ^  District  Courts.  §1.500  per  an- 
which,  fr:r  three  months,  or  nmeiy  da\',  the 
toft,meMccup,ed,is$16  66perday 

t^'eTetiJeToV"^''  "'"'^^^  ^""'^^  ^"P'^'"^ 
receive  ?|2 000  per  annum,  which,  for  one 

eo  and  ty^enty  days,  ,he  extent  of    he  time 

•ed   in   a,year,  ,s  SI6  66  per  day.  besides 

log  expenses.  ■'■  "''*'"*^=» 

e  presidents  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
lOp^r  annum,  which,  allowing  five  li.fnth 
e  t.me  occupied,  is  $10  66  per  day   be  "des 
,  ling  expeuses;  and  all  the  officers  mPenn 
j.i.a    from  :the.constable  upwards,   have  re- 
7e^^ ofllV'^n  °^  compensiiion,  ;iih.n  ten 
BA  It  IS  said  ihe  judges  are  commissioned  and 
o^cl'se  u  IS  i,»pl,ed  that  they  are  in  service  the 
v.b.f  year;  bu,;  by  the  same  implication  or  lega 
loi.^jment,  a  r>mber  of  Cong'ress  is  in  se  vfc 
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BA  it  is  said  ihe  judg 
CC'l'se  it  is  iijiplied  ih 
■bi;f  year;  but-  by  the; 
nt-iitraent,  a  niember  oi    ^^uncress  k  m  cort,.„„    k  i        °  --...^  aim  uooriteeripr      Km  i 
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as  many  days  as  a  judge  in 
rvice  is  as  great.     lo  vaca 
MS  supposed  to   be  employed,  as  ,t  ,s  his 
f.  reading  and  study.     The  same  remark 
,     i>F'ly  to  a  iijember  of  Congress  and  if  he  i 
pr^isu,  H-d  to  be  a^  faithful  as  a  jTidge'  he  wi  1  rea 

"   •  (  ,)0\il  be  Iws  necessary  for  the  LetriJuf.,,. 


will  no.  appi,  .o's'a^l^L Jit^u  :Ton  :;:'r 

are   ncallhy,    ihe  farmer   onW   allenJinir  i,,  Ki. 
Mock,  ,h.  coum  of  ju.nce  ciLed,  anj  ,^.°e,m 

.'f  loS  .'f ;e"■^"ea"„r•  X"".r.';tr 

member,  6u,,  a,  lo  myself  1  am  L  much  e°..„ed 

neLityol  Washington;  the  only  difference  m 
hat  I  am  a  good  pan  of  my  iimef  upon  my "Jn 
fa  m.  and  not  nt  the  expense  incurred  fi^or^^t 
Thi.  measure,  which  has  excited  so  m,  M.^ 
content,  involves  feeling  and  not  p  "ne^^^fe -and' 
w.th  the  advantage  taken  of  ,t  by ^theies'^nm^' 
the  nature  of  the  measure  was  well  calcu  a^ed  t^o 
rouse  the  jealousy  of  the  people,  by  ou      „     eVs° 

no  other  branch^f  th:  GoVernment^c'artr  h-old' 
an  1   npTt       T"'""°"  ''''''  "-^  '^"h  «hat  power 

liif  nfZ"  '^""  '=*  "«'  «  ""'^   *"   the  UnTted 
States  of  America   who  can  .suppose    for  a  mo 

tl  .;  :f,^  ^'^'-^  compensatro'n  r^l'lude^tr 
he  SIX  dollars  per  day-cai.  remain  permanent  as 
he  laws  of  the  Mecles  and  Persians   LililJ.l 
.s  a  gradual  depreciation  of  mo^y"  nd  a  pri^' 
tionable  increase  of  the  cost  of  H^r  r.f     i    ^ 
and  an  ,he  neces.„es:;,°f:  "l/;    '  "',:  t^m^. 

u  nc  f  ,k"™''^  °"'"  '■"'""■arance  ofCoLre™, T„" 
ouch  ih„  .ubjec,  uo.,1  dr.ven  ,„  „  h„  3,,,,, 

f^mTe^.g-r of'^he'-^:;'  '"  ''°"-"  P" "™ 
._     .      .""5"'  o'   ine  Government.  ur>waril«  r.r 

twenty-six  years  a<To  and   in  ITOr.     h. 
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prr  aay,  an0  their  compensat  oo   was  convertP,! 
into  a  gross  sum  of  «!  -sno  ^,  cor^verted 

;ess,o„*^,  and  ,  ;f,e::„fe''^e"cSr,  IVcll'':^ 

oursllTe'Ta'l':  itVt"'"'''  "" P""' 
Hniisa.  „„»      L         ^         '0   t"^  servants  of  the 

faithful  spLI/?'  """  '^'^^Pspect  meant  to  our 
laitniu    sergeantat-arms  and  doorkeener      R,.i  I 

r::;e7h-h;-r:-±';£'' 5 

fhetLell'  "^y  constituents  believe  ft.  But 
the  mode  makes  us  salary  officers.  Indeed '  and 
w  a    ma,.c  is  there  in  the  name  of  salary  offi 

men^lV     '^'""'  "  '''■"•n'y  '"  'f^^  mode  of  pay- 

wheiber  VH^  '"  '^l  ^r"'"'  *'  '^  "nma.e^rial 
Whether  yju  give  the  President  his  sixiy-eigh 
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dollars  per  day,  or  whether  he  draws  his  $25  000 
quarter-yearly.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
Military,  and  the  Executive,  and  the  Judicial  de- 
partments. 

The  per  diem  allowance  originated  from  the 
necessity  and  convenience  of  members,  uho  had 
daily  calls  upon  them  ;  and  the  salary  officer  was 
made  such  from  a  convenience  in   the  payment 
quarter  yearly,  or  semi-annually.     It  is  impossi- 
ble lo  make  any  other  distinction.     1  believe  a 
gross  sum    will   relorm    the   proceedings  of   the 
House;    and  alihough    the  people   may    change 
their  representatives  every  Congress,  the  case  will 
not   be  altered  ;  they  will   not,  in   the  aggregate, 
find  men  more  enlightened,  more  patriotic,  more 
industrious,  or  less  avaricious;  and   it  is  always 
best  to  blend  self-interest  and  patriotism  together 
if  it  can  be  done;  and  the  most  beneficial  results, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  were  discovered  from  its 
operation    at   the   la-t   session.     But  I  deny  that 
members  of  Congress  are  rriade  salary  officers — 
at  least  they  do  not  partake  of  the  advantages  of 
a  salary  (ifficer.     In   the  Executive,  or  Judiciary, 
or  Military,  or  Naval  departments,  in  cave  of  sick- 
ness or  absence  on  furlough,  no  deduction  is  made 
from  the  pay  of  the  officer.     If  th^y  languish  on 
a  bed  of  sickness,  under  their  own  roof,  wnd  sur- 
rounded by  their  own  friends  the  act  of  God  does 
not   lessen   their   claims   upon   their   country  for 
support ;  but  if  a  memlier  of  Congress  should  be 
placed  in  the  same  siiualion,  he  receives  no  part 
of  his   fifteen   hundred   dollars;  and,  if  deiained 
after  the  session  terminates,  he  receives  no  addi- 
tional compensation.     He  must  perform  the  ser- 
vice to  entitle  him  to  the  money.     The  Roman 
diadem  was  put  up  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  his 
lory  gives   us  the  conseijuences ;   and  if  making 
money  or  saving  money  be  the  object  of  the  peo"- 
ple,  there  is  no  district  in  the  United  States  so 


poor,  but  could  furni>h  some  character  to  serve 
for  nothing,  and,  if  required,   would  give  to  the 
public  Treasury  the  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  a 
seal  in  Congress:  but  then  we  should  have  a  very 
diflr.-rent   Congress  from    that   which    is   now   so 
much  identified  with  the  honor  and  rights  of  the 
nation.    The  rich  aristocracy  of  the  country,  who 
could  roll  in  their  carriages,  or  the  profligate,  who 
would    wish   to  put   themselves   in   the    market, 
would  generally  compose  a  Congress  under  such 
an  organization.     We  have  a  memorable,  a  very 
memorable  example  before  us,  of  legislators  serv- 
ing their  constituents  for  nothing— I  mean  the 
members  of  the  British  Parliament.     And  what 
is  the  effect?     The  King  and  Ministry  have  a 
fund   to   purchase  a   majority;  some  cannot  be 
purchased— such  as  Chatham   and    Fox— others 
were  not  worth  purchasing.     But  for  fifty  or  one 
hundred  years  it  has  been  so  contrived,  that  the 
King  anil   his  Ministry  have  ha  I  a   majority  of 
Parliament,  to  support  them  in  all  their  systems 
of  war  and  taxes,  with  the  exception  of  a  very 
few  years  indeed,  when  the  voice  of  ilie   people 
for  a  moment  gained  the  ascendency.     And  al- 
though the  members  ol  Parliament  serve  fjr  no- 
thing, the  voles,  in  m  iny  places,  were  bought  as 
any  other  article  in  the  iDarkei;  fur  I  waa  ioti- 


noaie  with  an   Englishman  who  resided  in  my 
neighborhood,  who  informed  me  that  he  generally 
received   sixteen  pounds  sterling  for   his    vole  at 
each  election.     The  motion  which  I  make,  there- 
lore,  does  not  arise  from  any  change  of  sentiment 
as  to  mode  and  amount  of  compensation.     With 
oihty  considerations,  already  mentioned,  vox  pop- 
uli  tox  Dei  has  its  controlling  influence.      Not 
tbat'this  principle  implies  perfection  in  the  peo- 
ple, but  1  hold   a  as  a  political  maxim   that  the 
people  are  the  fountain  of  power  and  authority; 
and  if  they  i^hould  be  ever  carried  away  by  a  mo- 
mentary impulse,  it  does  no:  arise  from  corrup- 
tion ;  and  liie  presumption  is,  that  the  people  are 
always  right,  as  they  are,  as  a  people,  always  vir- 
tuous in  their  views;  and  a  Representative  who 
acknowledges   this  principle,  and   is   willing    to 
carry  into  effect  the  will  of  the  people,  is  entitled 
to  some  liberality — to  some  consideration.     But 
I  do  not  admit  that  the  great  body  of  the  people 
are  so  deeply  affected  by  this  measure;  but  I  be- 
lieve there  is  sufficient  floating  ioflimraable  mat-^ 
ter  to  turn   the  scale  in    most  instances.     In  this 
respect  I  arn  for  taking  away  all  pretext,  and  bow 
to  the  will  of  the  people,  thus  partially  expressed, 
under  all  those  unnatural  means  of  excitement  to 
which  1  have  alluded. 

Vigilance  is  a  virtue  in  a  free  people;  it  was 
this  virtue  that  preserved  us  from  Parliamentary 
encroachments  m  1776,  and  conducted  us  to  in- 
dependence.    Like  Argus,  the  people  should  be 
watchful— iliey   should    not  slumber  upon  their 
posts.     But  at  the  same  lime  we  should  guard 
against   precipitancy    and    unfounded    suspicion 
tor  ihe>e  are  the  opposites  of  vigilance.     It  was 
these  that  threatened  our  cause  in  times  that  tried 
men's  souls  ;  when  the  Father  of  his  Country,  the 
immortal  Washington,  was  distrusted  of  want- 
ing ihe  capacity  of  a  General  or  Commander-in- 
Chief,  in  pursuing  the  Fabian  policy,  particularly 
his  memorable  retreat  through  the  Jer.seys.  that 
saved  his  shattered  army,  and  has  crowned  him 
with  so  much  glory.     Unlimited  confidence  is  a 
weakness,  but  unfounded  suspicion  anJ  distrust 
ol  a  laiihful  public  servant,  is  a  political,  if  noi  a 
moral  evil.     In   the  United   Slatis,  a  public  ser- 
vant has  some  rational  ground  to  make-some  cal- 
culation upon  a  long  series  of  uniform  and  unde- 
viating  conduct,  sentiment,  and  principle;  with- 
out such  a  hope,  honor  and  virtue,  and  faithful 
services,  would  fail  to  meet  ttwpir  reward,  and  it 
would  revive   the  ostracism  of  Athens.     There 
some  apology  may  be  urged,  as  the  very  organi- 
zation  ot    the  government  often   subjected    the 
people  to  the  tyranny  of  usurpers,  and  put  many 
men  above  the  laws.    It  is  otherwise  in  this  land 
of  liberty,  where  the  laws  and  the  consiituiion 
are  supreme,  and  where  a  wise,  virtuous,  and  ex- 
perienced statesman  may  be  of  infinite  service,  so 
long  as  he  pursues  a  correct  course,  and  has  ihe 
coiitiijence  of  tlie  nation;  but  where  no  man  can 
act  the  tyrant   wiihoui  becoming  impotent  and 
conlempiible,  and  where  the  finger  ut  scorn  and 
infamy  poiiil  him  out  as  harmless  in  the  private 
walks  of  life.     In    ihis  case,  no  man    has   been 
charged   with   having  changed  bis  politics;  the 
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ederal  members  are  Federal  still,  and  the  Re- 
publicaQ  (lembers  are  Republican  still.     It  is  to 
>e  regretted  that  it  did  not  produce  a  change  in 
^hat  respect,  and  it  had  been  for  the  better.     I  do 
:jot  make  ui^e  of  party  names  to  excite  party  feel- 
;cigs.  nor  |tJo  1  intend  to  drop  an  expression  that 
l:an  wounjl  the  feelings  of  any.  whether  voting 
ioT  the  bi^  or  against  it.     Odious  as  this  measure 
was  supprjsed  to  be.  some  were  not  satisfied  with 
raagnifyii^g  every  feature  into  a  Gorgon's  head; 
out.  what'-was  the  unkindest  cut  of  all,  it  was  rep- 
resented I'lat.  while  we  were  providing  for  our- 
selves, wuhad  neglected  to  provide  for  the  widow. 
I'he  orphaM,  the  wounded  soldier,  the  discharge  of 
^ihe  naiioAl  debt,  the  volunteer  who  had  lost  his 
Surms  or  h^s  horse  in  the  public  service,  and  other 
••lairaantj     that  we  had  been  loading  the  people 
Wvvith  hea\*v  taxes,  when  the  session  was  taken  up 
P.u  reducii»j:  and  repealing  the  taxes.     Whatever 
aiay  be  tiie  opinion  of  others,  I  will  hazard  the 
.  j^sseriion  that  no  Congress,  since  the  peace  of '83, 
;  Aas  greater  claims  upon  the  confidence  and  affec 
I  Cfons  of  the  people;  and  by  their  acts  they  shall 
Tpe  judged;  Has  the  volunteer  lost  his  only  horse. 
his  CongH'ss  has  made   provision  to  pay  him  ; 
las  the  faiihful  soldier  arrearages  of  pay  due  him. 
be  last  sevion  made  ample  appropriations.    Does 
he  woun(f?d.  bleeding  invalid  present  himself  as 
Jrtdigent,  Jjid  unable   to    procure    his   living  by 
'abor,  he  ib  placed  upon  the  pension  list ;  has°  the 
idow  losi  her  husband,  at  the  plains  of  Raisin 
•r  elsewhere,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
>taies,  the, balm  of  consolation  is  administered  to 
he  bleedlc^  heart  in  the  five  years'  half-pay  ;and, 
f-particulfff  cases  should  be  omitted,  we  are  bound 
'o  pursue  tae  example  ue  have  set  ourselves ;  and 

rin  any  cise  we  have  made  inadequate  provi- 
jn,  the  power  is  in  our  own  hands, 
•j   Mr.   JohNson   then   submitted    the  following 
•evolution: 

*Resolred,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
'  v'x>  the  eip.'diency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the  late 
]  if.  of  Cong.cas,  changing  the  mode  of  compensation 

r>  the  memt'ers  of  Congrees  ;  with  leave  to  report  by 
iTl  or  other*vite. 
Mr.  Di::jHA   intimated,  that  when  this  subject 
■  hould  be  fully  before  the  House,  there  would  be 
lore  to  be  said  about  it ;  and,  as  the  House  had 
'  'fused  yes'.erday  even  to  consider  it,  he  required 
le  yeas  an.i  nays  on  the  question  of  consideration. 
,  A  suffici«nt  number  not  rising  to  support  the 

rll  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  they  were  not  called. 
Theque'^jion  on  consideration  was  determined 
1  the  afhjinaiive.  without  a  division  ;  and  the 
«oluti«  n  liself  was  agreed  to  without  a  division  ; 
id  Mr.  JiiH.NSON  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Fi.ndley, 
tr.  Webster.  Mr.  Bassett.  Mr.  Pitkin.  Mr. 
>DV,  and  Mr.  Rey.nolds,  were  apf)ointed  the 
d  coraiaiitee. 


Thursday,  December  5. 

Four   ether    members,   to   wit :    from    Rhode 

►land.  JoHJ  L.  Boss;  from  Vermont.   Luther 

SWETT  ;  fiom  Virginia,   James  Johnso.n  ;   and 

jom  Ohio,  William  Creighton.  jun.,  appeared 

lad  took,  ihvir  seats. 


Mr.  Whiteside  presented  a  petition  of  Mary 
Coles,  who  states  that  she  has  lost  two  husbands 
and  one  son  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  she  is  now  poor  and  infirm  ;  and 
praying  to  be  supported  at  the  public  expense.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

The  Speaker  presented  sundry  documents 
transmitted  to  him  by  Rufus  Easion,  in  relation 
to  the  election  and  return  of  Juh.n  Scott,  as  the 
Delegate  in  thi«.  House  from  the  Territory  of 
Missouri  ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 
the  following  resolution  for  consideration  : 

Retolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  decisions  of  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Esq.,  Com- 
misaioner  appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorire  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the 
mihUry  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  the  ath  of  April,  1816. 

Ruolvtd  furlher,  That  the  said  committee  have 
leave  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Webster  expressed  some  surprise  at  a 
motion  to  inquire  into  the  decisions  ol  an  officer 
invested  with  the  powers  and  discretion  of  a 
judge,  and  which  implied  impropriety  in  the 
conduct  of  the  officer.  At  least  he  conceived  the 
motion  to  be  rather  hasty,  and  thought  it  would 
be  belter  to  decline  its  immediate  consideration. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  resolution  for  the 
present  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams  assented  to  the  wishes  of  Mr. 
Webster,  and  the  resolution  was  accordingly 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Low.ndes,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  act,  entitled  "An 
actto  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  duty  on  tonnage. 

The  House  went  into  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
laio  to  Congress  for  the  present  session.  On 
countinir  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  there  were 
for  the  Rev.  Burgess  Allison  75,  Walter  Addison 
40,  and  scattering  4. 

Mr.  Alliso.n  was  consequently  declared  duly 
elected. 


Friday,  December  6. 

Three  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massachu- 
setts, Elijah  H.  Mills;  from  Pennsylvania, 
JoH.N  Ross  ;  and  from  Delaware.  Tuo.mas  Coop- 
er, appeared  and   took  their  seats. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Ken- 
lucky  Abolition  Society,  praying  for  an  allot- 
ment of  public  lands  for  free  persons  of  color. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnso.n,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Rutus  Easton.  complaining  of  the  undue 
election  and  return  of  John  Scott,  as  the  Dele- 
gate in  this  House  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
and  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  place 
of  the  said  ^ohn  Scott.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 
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Relief  of  Officers— Commissioner  of  Claims. 
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The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Striate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

The  9th  section  of  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  "to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  having  received  a  construction  giving  it  a 
scope  of  great  and  uncertain  extent,  I  thought  it 
proper  that  proceedings  relative  to  claims  under  that 
part  of  the  act  should  be  suspended  until  Congress 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  defining,  more  precise- 
ly, the  cases  contemplated  by  them.  With  that  view 
I  now  recommend  the  subject  to  their  consideration. 
They  will  have  an  opportunity,  at  the  same  time,  of 
considering  how  far  other  provisions  of  the  act  may 
be  rendered  more  clear  and  precise  in  their  import. 

JA.MES  MADISON. 

Dkckxbeh  6,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Tucker,  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting,  by  law, 
the  establishment  of  unchartered  banking  com- 
panies, or  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  such 
companies  within  the  said  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson.  oT  Kentucky,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  organizing  a  corps  of  in- 
valids, and  of  establishing  additional  military 
academies. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESSED  OFFICERS,  6tc. 

Mr.  Harrison  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resulted,  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law, 
for  the  relief  of  buch  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
having  faithfully  served  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  are  now  in  distressed  circumsUnces,  and  who, 
not  having  received  wounds  or  disabilities  whilst  in 
actual  service,  are  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the 
pension  laws,  and  that  the  said  committee  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  it  had  been  his  intention  to 
offer,  with  this  resolution,  some  observations  upon 
the  matter  to  the  House,  but  understanding  that 
this  course  was  not  considered  wholly  proper  on 
offering  a  motion  lo  the  House,  he  should  reserve 
his  remarks  for  another  sta^e  of  the  business. 
He  did  so  with  the  less  reluctance,  nnce  any  re- 
marks he  should  have  made  would  have  been 
with  a  view  to  enlist  the  feelings  of  the  House, 
and  he  lelt,  on  reflection,  convinced  they  must  be 
wholly  unnecessary  on  this  occasion,  and  that 
the  heart  of  every  American  would  beat  in  unison 
with  the  object  he  had  in  view.  He  had  made 
the  resolution  as  bro.id  as  possible,  that  it  mitrht 
afford  to  the  committee  a  choice  of  the  various 
modes  of  accomplishing  the  object  committed  to 
them. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  as  originally  offered, 
embraced  a  positive  instruction  to  the  committee 
to  report  the  mode  in  which  the  object  could  be 
best  accomplished,  but  was  so  modified  by  Mr. 


H.  on  the  susrgestion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  (of  New 
York.)  as  above,  to  instruct  the  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  legislating  on  the 
subject.  In  support  of  this  modification,  Mr. 
Taylor  remarked,  that  after  the  provision  made 
at  the  last  session,  it  was  asking  rather  too  much 
of  Congress  to  pass  a  resolution,  the  terms  of 
which  assumed  the  fact  that  further  provision 
was  necessary.  A  chanse  of  opinion  might 
have  taken  place  in  the  House  on  the  subject 
since  the  la^t  session,  but  he  thought  it  improper 
to  take  that  for  granted  which  yet  remained  to 
be  ascertained. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  as  it  stands 
above,  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Forsyth  offered  for  consideration  the 
resolutions  which  follow: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  lay  before  this  House 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioner  appointed  under 
the  act  of  the  last  session,  entitled  "An  Act  to  author- 
ire  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured  or  destroyed, 
while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  order  the  further  ex- 
ecution of  the  said  act  to  be  suspended,  until  the  sub- 
ject shall  be  disposed  of  by  this  House. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  lo  inform  this  House  whether  the  judgments 
made  by  the  Commissioner  under  the  said  act  have  been 
paid  by  the  Treasury,  and  if  they  have  been  paid,  by 
what  authority,  and  out  of  what  fund. 

.Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested, 
that  they  were  a  substitute  for  the  motion  he  of- 
fered yesterday. 

Which  objection  Mr.  Speaker  overruled ;  these 
resolves  calling  on  the  President  for  certain  in- 
formation, that  of  Mr.  Williams  embracing  an 
inquiry,  by  a  committee  of  Congress,  into  the 
proceedings  of  a  public  officer.  Ttiey  were  on 
the  same  subject,  it  was  true,  but  their  objects 
were  widely  different. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  a  few  words  as  to  the  ob- 
jects of  his  propositions.     As  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion, being  almost  a  matter  of  course  under  any 
circumstances,  he  presumed  no  objection  would 
be  made  to  it.     As  to  the  second,  the  President 
had   informed  the  House,  by  a  special  message, 
that  the  execution  of  a  part  of  the  act  had   been 
suspended;  and   had  recommended  the  revision 
of  other  parts  of  it.     It  seemed,  therefore,  that 
the  Executive  thought  the  provisions  of  the  act 
obscure  or  incorrect ;  and.  Mr.  F.  thought,  that,  to 
avoid   injury  to   the   United  States  from  further 
decisions   under   the  act,  it  would    be  proper  to 
suspend  it.     With  regard  to  the  last  resolution, 
he  had   received   information,  he   believed  from 
a  correct  source,  that  the  judgments  of  the  Com- 
missioner had  been  paid  at  the  Treasury  when- 
ever presented  ;  and.  as  far  as  he  had  understood, 
there  had  been  no  act  of  Congress  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  these 
claims.    The  act  constituting  the  Commissioner's 
office  made  no  such  appropriation  ;  neither  did  the 
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J  general  appropriation  act  of  the  last  session.  At 
jf  the  close  of  the  last  s-ession.  an  act  had  passed  ap- 
4  propriatiiig  money  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
•^  the  Comijiissioner's  oflBce.  but  even  that  act  made 
•  no  appror.riation  for  paying  the  judgments  of  the 
Commi<<;joner. 

Mr.  Y/^NCEY,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed  his 
opinion   that  this  object   belonged    to  the   Com- 
mittee on:Public  Expenditures,  rather  than  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom   the   President's 
^  Message  Aereon  had    been  referred.     If  the  fact 
^  was  as   represented,  that  the   public  money  had 
been  paid. from   the  Treasury  without  an  appro- 
priation, ij  would  certainly  fall  wiih  in  the  province 
of  that  co|nmittee  to  inquire.  As  a  member,  how- 
ever, of  ilje  Committee  of  Claims,  he  should  sub- 
,   mit  to  lh(J  judgment  of  the  House  in  this  respect ; 
although,  had  he  conceived  the  subject  properly 
ao  belong  jio  them,  he  should  before  now  have  in 
'troduced  li  to  the  notice  of  the  House.  The  second 
resolutionjproposed  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Mr.  Y.  con- 
ceived   to-  be  wholly  unnecessary;  especially  as 
he  understood,  from  the  President's  Message,  that 
the   execution   of   that   part  of    the   act  "which 
was  obJHCTionable,  had   already  been  .suspended. 
;.Tnd  woultf.  continue  so  until   the   House  should 
^ct  on  the'  subject.     If  ihe   President  had   sus- 
jpended  iht  operation  of  the  act  in  one  particular 
f\e  would  m  others,  if  he   thought  the  public  in- 
erest  reqi^ired  it.     Mr.  Y.  said,  he    saw  no  rea- 
■on  why  the  House  should  call   upon  the  Presi- 
jent   to  discharge  a  duly,  which   he   had  shown 
I'very  disposition  to  perform  without  such  inter- 
-osition.     Mr.  Y.  repeated,  taking   his  seat,  that 
his  busint'ws  appeared  to  him  to  belong  properly 
0  the  Coruraittee  on  Expenditures. 

Mr.  Desjia.  of  Kentucky,  said   he  fully  agreed 
urilh  the  gv-nileman  last  up.     The  first  and  third 
iesoluiions;  he   thought  correct,  but   the  second 
Lonecessarf,  and  was,   therefore,  opposed    to   if. 
1(0  danger  .was  to  be  apprehended    to  the  public 
•uerest,  frcra   the  execution  of  any  other  part  of 
|»ie  act    than   that  which    had  been  suspended; 
vhilst,  on    the  other   hand,  great   injury  would 
suit  from   a  total  suspension  of  the  execution 
the  act  «o  those  individuals,  who  had  claims 
/ore  the  Commissioner  of  a  minor  character, 
v^,  hich    did    not    come    under    the    objectionable 
^ovision  of   the  act.      Was  it  at  all    necessary, 
?»r.    D.   asked,    afier    the    great    trouMe    which 
<§f  claimaots  of  this  character  had  taken  to  sub- 
%ntiate    their   claims,    that    their    examination 
Ould    be  svtspended,  because  a  part  of  the  act. 
It  at  all   affecting  them,  was    incorrect?     He 
i)ped  not.    He  flattered  himself  that,  on  this  view 
^  .he  suhje>  t,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would 

jvcee  with   him,  and  withdraw  the   second  reso- 
iltion. 

The  question   baring   been   taken  on    the  first 
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a  resolution.     As  to  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent m  respect  to  the  act.  it  amounted  lo  no  more 
than    thi^;  that,   there  being  some  douht  of  the 
proper   construction  of  the  act,  he    had    recom- 
mended  to  the  Commissioner   to  forbear  luriher 
decisions  under  a  particular  part  of  it,  until  Con- 
ffres.s   should   have  acted   on    it.     He  should  not 
presume,  hp  said,  that  the  President  had  ordered 
a  public  officer  to  suspend  his  official  duties;  to 
do  which   he  has  no  more  power,  said    Mr.  VV. 
than  I  or  any  other  mem f)er  of  the  House  or  of  the 
community.     It  was  made  by  an  act  of  Conjress 
the  business  of  the  officer  referred  to,  to  perform 
certain  specific  duties  required  by  ihat  act;  and 
the  repeal  of  theact  only  could  suipend  his  official 
functions,  or   take  away  the  right  given    by  the 
act  to  individuals   in  c»»rtain  cases,  the  exivtence 
or  justice  of  which  was  to  be  decided  by  a  judge 
specially   constituted   for    the    purpose.      If   the 
question  were  as  tn  the  faiihful  execution  of  the 
law.  the  inquiry  may  he  confided  to  a  committee 
of  the  House ;  if  whether  the  law  be  a  wise  one, 
it  was  for   the  House  to  decide,  on  examination, 
whether  it   required   modification   or   repeal.     It 
was  a  serious  question,  in  point  of  right,  whether 
the   President  rouM   be  requested   by  this  House 
to  enjoin  a  public  officer  not  to  execute  the  duties 
of  his  office,  in  the  crration  and   appointn)ent  of 
which  the  other  branch  of  Congress  had  a  hand 
as  well  as  this.     All    the   purposes  desired  would 
be  answered    by  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolu- 
tion, especially  if  that  also  was  adopted  ((>ropos- 
iniran  inquiry  into  the  Commissioner's  decision  >,) 
which  now  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  he  did   not  pretend  lo  enter 
into  the  question  of  the  power  to  suspend  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  law;  nor  was   it   necessary  as  to 
the   law  in  question,  the  execution  of  a  part  of 
which  had  already  been  suspended  by  the  Presi- 
dent.    If  he  had  the  power  lo  suspend  a  part  of 
the  act,  without  the  request  of  the  House,  h-  had 
the  same   risrht   to  suspend    the   whole    with   or 
without    their  request.     Mr.  F.  hoped,  therefore, 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted.     The  act  itself, 
he  said,  was  of  a   very  peculiar  nature;   he  had 
himself  been  opposed  to  its  passage  ;  but  few  gen- 
tlemen had  coincided  wiih  him   in  opinion.     He 
thought  it  ought  not  to  have  passed  ;  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  it  had   not  made   him  more  favorable 
to  its  provisions.     The  main  objection  to  it  was, 
that  it  gave  to  the  Commissioner  the  final  judg- 
ment on  all   claims   submitted    to  him  ;    that  his 
judgment  entitled  the   party,  without  appeal,  to 
payment  at  the  Treasury.     It  appeared,  from  the 
Mes5age  of  the  President,  either  that  the  act  was 
defective,  or  that  the  Commissioner  had  extended 
his  power  beyond  the  proper  limits.    Mr.  F.  there- 
fore wished  the  execution  of  the  law  suspended, 
because  with    regard  nor  only  to  the  part  of  the 


r    .iliiiinn    i.o,K..k.k  -..    ...>,^o.     uccau>cwiui    regaru  nof  Only  to  the  part  o    the 

o   ?  tirouMh^  sec    '  .''"  ""''  no  opposition,  the    act  referred    to  by  ,he  President,  but' to  alt  the 
?   tir  '  propounded  from  the  j  sections  of  the  act.  the  same  spirit   may  prevail. 

Mr"  Wrr=.xrn    nf  V-™,   u  k-  j   l    I  '^^^  ^"^  °^  ^^-  ^'  '^^^'  '''^i  'he  act  should  be 

i    .ed  Z   Inn  \/        T   "'""n^''!7-  ^^'^'  he    reviewed,  or  at  least  that  part  of  it  which  gives 
resolm.    n       ?,       K^""^"^**"  would   not  press    the  Commissioner  the  entire  control  of  the  public 
his  m  .>         1    ,        V.  ''u  '^"*'«"''"»f^'^  '"J-^J.  '  funds,  as  far  as  concerns  these  claims.     V.st  in- 
hts  m.ud,;whelher  the    House  could  pass  .uch  '  jury  might  result  to  the  United  State.,  if  he  was 
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suffered  to  go  on.  However  incorrect  his  decis-  ' 
ions,  the  money  paid  away  is  beyond  our  control, 
and  these  claimants  receive  money  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  in  defiance  of  our  auiiiority.  Wiih 
this  view.  Mr.  F.  said,  he  wished  the  act  sus- 
pended, without  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  auilioriiy  given  by  ii  had  been  exercised. 

Mr.  P.  Barbouk,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  if  the 
House  acit'd  at  ali  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
second  resolution,  it  must  be  jointly  with  the 
Senate.  If  the  suspension  of  the  law  be  request- 
ed, it  is,  for  the  time  being,  suspending  the  act ;  it 
is  legislating  on  it  anew.  Mr.  B.  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  act,  but 
wished  to  see  it  dune  in  an  unobjectionable 
form. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  as  the 
member  who  had  introduced  this  motion  had 
candidly  expres-'ed  to  the  House  Ins  opposition  to 
the  law  (at  the  last  session)  to  be  confirmed  now. 
there  was  no  inconsistency  in  his  wishing  to  sus- 
pend by  re.solution,  now.  an  act  which  he  could 
not  at  at  the  last  session  .suspend  by  his  vole  or 
arguments.  In  consequence  of  its  embracing  a 
large  class  of  cases,  some  of  a  doubtful  nature, 
the  President  had  advised  the  Commissioner  to 
suspend  the  execution  of  one  section  of  the  act; 
and  the  question  was  yet  to  try  before  this  House, 
wiifiher  proper  ground  had  been  taken  by  the 
Commissioner,  or  not.  in  respect  even  to  that 
section.  But  had  the  President  opposed  ihe  de- 
CLsions  of  ihe  Commissioner  under  any  otiier  part 
of  the  act?  If  we  go  on  the  principle  of  may-b- 
mischirfs.  said  Mr.  J.,  liie  gentleman  might  as 
well  lay  before  this  House  a  resolution  to  sus- 
pend our  own  powers,  or  those  of  any  other  de- 
partment or  branch  of  the  Government,  lest  injury 
might  grow  out  of  them.  1  ask  the  gentleman 
wtio  introduced  a  resolution  so  much  aflecting 
my  consiiiuents,  whether  he  would  legislate  on 
this  principle?  Mr.  J.  st*id  he  had  himself  super- 
intended three  hundred  cases  of  claims,  to  come 
before  this  Commissioner,  the  aggregate  amount 
of  which  was  not  fifteen  thousand  dollars— not  a 
peppercorn  to  the  claims  from  other  parts  of  the 
United  Slates.  Wny  should  the  deci^ion  of  such 
claims  bearre.sted?  It  was  a  novel  principle  of 
legislation  to  suspend  the  execution  of  a  law  be- 
cause It  is  possible  mischief  may  arise,  or  because 
one  was  originally  opposed  lo  it.  If  the  gentle- 
man would  put  his  finger  on  a  case  in  which  in- 
jury was  likely  to  be  done  to  the  United  States, 
Mr.  J.  said,  he  would  take  the  gentleman's  word 
for  it,  and  bow  with  submission  to  his  proposition 
to  suspend  the  law.  Until  such  a  case  was  point- 
ed out,  he  would  not  vote  to  recommend  to  the 
President  his  duty.  Had  he  been  wanting  in  it? 
As  he  had  recommended  the  suspension  of  judg- 
ments under  one  part  of  the  law,  was  it  not  pre- 
sumable that  he  would  have  included  others  if 
neces.sary  ?  The  ca^es  of  horses  lost,  dtc.  came 
literally  and  unequivocally  under  the  law  ;  but  be 
freely  avowed  his  opinion  ihat,  in  all  cases  it 
would  cover,  the  law  ought  to  have  a  liberal  con- 
siruciion.  If  such  had  been  given  to  it,  he  did 
not  disapprove  it;  though  there   might  possibly 


have  been  ca.ses  decided,  in  regard  to  which  the 
evidence  ought  to  have  been  sifted  more  nicely. 

Mr.  Yancey  moved  that  the  resolution  should 
lie  on  the  table.  He  said  he  could  not  see  the 
necessity  of  going  out  of  the  usual  course  of  le- 
gislation to  adopt  it.  If  the  gentleman  knew  of 
any  pending  decisions  of  an  improper  character, 
and  requiring  the  suspension  of  ihe  act,  the  ques- 
tion would  present  itself  difl'erenily  ;  but.  for  one. 
Mr.  Y.  said,  he  could  not  vote  for  this  motion 
till  he  heard  some  evidence  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Forsyth  expressed  his  hope  thai  the  House 
would  not  conclude,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  that  because  he  (Mr.  F.)  had  been  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  the  law,  at  the  last  session, 
he  now  wished  to  suspend  it.  It  was  the  law  of 
the  land  ;  and  when  it  became  so,  his  opposition 
to  it  ceased.  My  only  object,  said  Mr.  F.,  is  to 
add  to  it  such  provisions  as  shall  prevent  the 
Commissioner,  if  he  be  desirous  to  do  so,  from 
mistaking  the  provisions  of  the  act.  My  object 
is  to  limit  and  define  it,  that  it  cannot  be  misin- 
terpreted. With  respect  to  the  facts  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  no  information  of 
such  a  character  as  will  authorize  me  to  bring  it 
before  the  House:  if  I  knew  the  facts,  1  should 
have  stated  them  in  my  place,  and  not  called 
upon  the  President  for  them.  The  President  had 
already  stated  to  the  House,  Mr.  F.  observed, 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  there  had  been,  or 
would  be,  an  erroneous  construction  of  the  law. 
The  great  difficulty  was,  that  the  control  of  a 
single  commissioner  was  complete  and  final  over 
the  admission  and  amount  of  the  claims.  I  wish, 
said  Mr.  F.,  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates  should  not  be  open  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Commissioner;  I  wish  to  secure  the  Treasury 
from  the  result  of  error  or  corruption  in  tiie  ad- 
judication of  these  claims.  So  far  as  I  am  in- 
lormed,  the  Commissioner  has  not  made  any  cor- 
rupt decisions;  but  I  believe  he  was  about  to 
have  made  very  erroneous  decisions.  I  wish,  in 
shoit,  thr  I  we  may  give  to  some  department  the 
power  of  revising  all  the  acts  of  ihe  Commis- 
sioner;  (hat  he  shall  not  have  full  power  to  dis- 
pose of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  bound  to  infer  that 
the  course  of  conduct  which  the   President  pur- 
sued was  such  as  he  had  authority  to  pursue;  and 
be  had  no  right  to  order  the  officer  in  question, 
or  any  other  juJicial  officer,  to  suspend  the  exe- 
cutiou  of  a  law.     The  President    had  no  doubt 
advised  the  officer  to  suspend   his   decisions  on 
certain  cases;   but  the  proposition  in  the  resolu- 
tion u  to  do  something  more  than  advise,  if  it  is 
lo  do  anything  at  all.     Mr.  W.  submitted  to  the 
House  whether  it  ought  to  pass  such  a  resolu- 
tion ?     He   did    not   say  whether   it   would   have 
any  binding  force  on  the  officer— he  did  not  think, 
however,  he  would  disregard  it;  but,  suppose  the 
Senate  should  think  differently  from  the  House, 
and  request  the  President  to  give  a  direction  to 
the  Commissioner  to  go  on.     h  was  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the   President  could  suspend  a  law 
on  the  request  of  any  one  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.    Mr.  W.  said  he  never  had  been  a  iriend  to 
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ihev'fw  in  que^jion;  he  thought  it  an  extraordi 
narj  Kjwer  to  give  to  an  individual  to  sign  away 
a*  l«2'e  an  ain-iunt  as  the  whole  land  tax  for  a 
y.?iij«^triihoui  a  power  being  reserved  to  control 
his^risioDs.  L'ut  the  only  remedy  is  to  repeal 
or  r^'^dify  ihe  U>w.  He  was,  he  said,  altogether 
makino^rt  nugatory  interference  by  a  re- 

|ja  which  ijobody  was  bound  to  regard,  nor. 

Ttiered,  at  liberty  to  regard. 

'  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
|i  resolutio'5  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the 
iJtive  without  a  division. 

third  resolution  was  taken  up,  and  agreed 

Ihout  a  division. 

Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  called 
resolution  which  he  laid  on  the  table  yes- 
,,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
ijqi.;|e  into  the  decisions  of  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
^sq..  'commissioner,  dec. 

1V>  House  having  laken  up  the  resolution,  and 
t|»e  Aover  modified  iis  phraseoljy — 

.  NfT  W.  said,  tiiat  as  neither  of  the  resolutions 
just  agreed  to  embraced  the  object  he  had  in 
ne^  he  must  advocate  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lotic  He  conjiidered  the  inquiry  important  t« 
t^e  u  liQtry,  to,  tbe  constituents  of  the  members 


0(1  (h 

g|-n:( 

0|  It. 


p^op.J 


i  floor,  ancj*  to  the  judicial  character  of  the 
'\*i"  w""***  official  conduct  was  the  subject 
Mr  W.  s4id  he  had  heard  many  reports 
u^t*  ..rable  to  t^ie  decisions  of  that  officer.  If 
l»>eyj»ere  true,  fte  had  certainly  acted  in  a  man- 
D|;r  ojlerent  fr^ii,  what  had  been  expected  of  him 
ai  ll^  lime  he  w*.  appointed.  If  untrue,  the  in- 
^was  nece.s»ary  to  restore  his  official  char- 
vo  the  con^dence  a  ought  to  have.  As  it 
conciliatt^ the  votes  of  gentlemen  for  his 
[ition,  he  ^ould  mention  one  or  two  m- 
ol  what  ;<ppeared  to  him  incorrect  decis- 
^i  which  be  had  tK?en  informed  by  common 
When  i.'ie  British  entered  this  city,  he 
[ley  destroyed  a  house  of  Mr.  Carroll,  and 
>r  of  Mr.  liinggold.  The  owners  of  these 
Jrom  what  he  had  heard,  were  not  enii- 
^  reimbursement  of  their  losses.  But  to 
t\-l  L*"^  ^'^^^  adjudged  $27,000.  as  the 
A  his  hou.^?;  and  to  Mr.  Ringgold  $17,000 
•  1  he  d«'risioos  of  the  House  had  been 
Inly  again.i  this  class  of  cases;  and,  if  the 
F.ns  ot  Mr.  Lee  were  wrong,  they  called  for 
•ierference;  of  this  House.  The  inquiry 
do  no  inju^ry  to  Mr.  Lee  or  to  the  country. 
.  .hat  gentimau.  Mr.  VV.  said,  he  had  no 
aaiUi,»iiaDce;  b«t  he  was  happy  to  state  that  his 
ct(ar.>  .er  was  sQch  as  to  forbid  the  idea  ofcol- 
UHO».  ;vith  the  c^iimanls.  He  might  have,  never- 
tnele^«  decided  ^incorrectly;  and  as  the  House 
ot  rejudg*  his  decisions  once  made,  it  was 
jUiat  they  .should  be  correct— into  which 
./|is  objecCto  inquire.  If  he  had  decided 
f'i.  It  wouW  be  so  reported  by  the  commit- 
,oot,  the  committee  might   recommend  a 

.K-     ..a    ^^^^'fic^^'oaofthelaw,  orareraovalof 
ihtfot]*frr,  &,c.     .- 

thlfVtJ''^''"*''.?^  ^''^^   Carolina,   suggested 
iQfJ  li  •  object  ofhis  colleague  would  fallwiihiQ 


thedutiesof  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  ;  but 
did  not  move  an  amendment. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  resolve,  it  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division,  and  a  coinmiltee 
ordered  to  be  appointed  accordingly. 

Messrs.  VVilliams.Creiqhton.McKee.  Mills 
Jewett,  S.MITH  of  Virginia,  and  W.  P.  Maclay.' 
were  appointed  the  committee.  ' 

AD.MI8SI0N  OF  L\DI.\NA. 

A  resolution   from   the  Senate,  in   form   of  a 
joint  resolution,  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
Slate  of  Indiana  into  the   Union,  was  received 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  propriety 
of  taking  It  up  to-day,  which  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Harrison  atid  Lowndes,  whoconsidered 
the  resolve  as  a  matter  of  form  merely,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Hardin  and  Taylor,  of  New- 
York,  who  regarded  it  in  a  ditferent  light,  and 
argued  that  so  solemn  an  act  as  pronouncing  on 
the  character  and  republican  principles  of  a 
State  constitution,  ought  to  be  more  deliberately 
considered  than  was  proposed.  The  motion  for 
to-day  did  not  prevail.  After  ordering  the  con- 
stitution  of  the  new  State  to  be  printed  the 
House  adjourned.  ' 


Monday,  December  9. 

Five  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylva- 
nia. Willia.m  Piper  and  Ja.mes  M.  Wallace- 
from  Maryland,  Stevenson  Archer  and  Chas' 
Goldsboroi'gh  ;  and  from  Virginia,  DANtEL 
bHEFFEY,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Latti.more.  the  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  pre- 
sented on  the  27th  December,  1SI5,  praying  for 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Lattimore, 
Robertson,  Desha.  Tucker.  Harrison,  Pitun 
and  rALL.MADGE,  Were  appointed  the  committee.' 

Mr^ Forsyth  rose,  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  reconsideration  of  a  resolution 
Lthe  third]  adopted,  on  his  motion,  on  Friday 
last;  the  object  of  which  was,  to  inquire  of  the 
Executive  by  what  authority  the  judgment  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Claims  had  been  paid  He 
was,  he  said,  altogether  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  the  act  establishing  the  office  contained  ul 
appropriation  for  paying  the  claims,  as,  on  subse- 
quent examination  of  the  act  for  another  purpose, 
he  had  discovered.  The  mistake  originated  from 
a  consultation  of  the  marginal  notes  to  the  law 
and  to  the  several  appropriation  laws  of  the  last 
session,  Irom  which  he  could  not  discover  that 
an  appropriation  had  been  made.  As  the  reso- 
lutiuii  had  not  been  presented  to  the  President,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  indulge  him  in  reconsid- 
ering it. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  reconsider  the  res- 
olution, [the  third,]  it  was  withdrawn  by  .Mr.  F. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brooks,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  what  amendments  are  ne- 
cessary, if  any,  m  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  graot- 
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ing  bounties,  in  land  and  extra  pay,  to  certain 
Canadian  volunteers,"  passed  March  5th.  1S16, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;  and 
Messrs.  Brooks.  Smith,  of  Maryland.  Alexan- 
der. Ross,  and  Bennett,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peter,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee was  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing,  by  law.  one  or  more  foundries  for 
the  manufactory  of  brass  and  iron  ordnance  ;  and 
what  alteration  it  is  expedient  lo  make  in  the 
present  system  of  supplying  the  Army  with  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  Wendover.  of  New  York,  offered  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution: 

Resolvfd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  flag  of  the  United 
States. 

The  House  having  agreed,  by  a  bare  majority. 
to  consider  this  resolution  — 

Mr.  Wendover  said,  as  there  appeared  to  be 
much  opposition  to  the  motion,  he  would  not 
press  it  lor  the  present ;  but  suffer  it  to  be  laid  on 
the  table.  He  would  only  remark,  that  the  flag 
was  not  now  appropriate  ;  that  there  was  an  in- 
congruity in  ii.  which  appeared  to  him  to  require 
correction.     The  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tho.mas  M.  Nelson,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  so 
much  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  making  further 
provision  for  military  services  during  the  late 
war."  as  makes  it  necessary  for  the  guardians  of 
the  children  of  deceased  soldiers  of  the  regular 
Army  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  such  children  to 
the  bounty  in  land,  which  i<:  due  for  the  services 
of  their  parents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing the  militia  expenses  incurred  by  the  several 
States,  without  the  previous  sanction  or  author- 
ity of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Wright.  Pleasants.  Chappell.  Creighton, 
Parris,  Webster,  and  Law,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  some  provision  for  the 
widows  of  such  soldiers  a>  enlisted  in  the  lale 
war  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or  during  the  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tccker,  the  Commiitee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law.  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  turnpike  road  from  Winchester,  in 
Virginia,  to  unite  with  the  Great  We.stern  Turn- 
pike at  Carter's,  at  the  fool  of  the  Alleghany 
mountain. 

VACCINATION. 

Mr.  CoNDiCT  presented  the  petition  of  Doctor 
James  Smith,  agent  und«*r  the  "Act  to  encourage 
vaccination."  prayiD.fT  ihaf  provision  may  be  made 
lo  enable  liim  to  supply  the  vaccine  matter,  free 
of  any  fees  or  charges,  to  the  Surgeons  in  the 
Army  and   Navy,  and  to  any  pe'rson  whatever 


who  may  apply  to  him  for  the  same.— Referred 
to  Messrs.  Condict.  Little.  Wendover,  Brown, 
and  Woodward,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 
The  memorial    is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Sfnate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Unitrd  States . 

The  memorial  of  James  Smith  humbly  repreaenta  : 
That  your  memorialist  has  been  employed  to  preserve 
and  distribute  the  vaccine  matter,  in  conformity  to  the 
act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  encourage  vac- 
cination." 

He  begs  leave  to  state,  that  he  has  kept  it  constantly 
active  and  fit  for  use.  and  that  he  has  been  daily  dis- 
tributing it  to  all  who  applied  to  him  for  it.  The  use 
of  the  kine  pock  ba»  been  thus  greatly  promoted  in 
almost  every  section  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prop- 
agation of  the  natural  small  pox  has  been,  thereby, 
frequently  checked  in  places  where  otherwise  perhaps 
it  would  have  become  a  severe  scourge  and  fatal  pesti- 
lence among  the  people. 

But  omitting,  in  this  place,  all  further  explanation 
of  the  convenience  and  fitness  of  this  establishment,  to 
encourage  and  diffuse  the  practice  of  vaccination  over 
our  widely  extended  country,  your  memoriaUst  begs 
leave  to  add,  that  every  day's  experience  has  given 
new  proofs  of  the  essential  advantages  which  the  pub- 
lic have  derived,  and  must  continue  to  derive,  from 
keeping  an  uninterrupted  supply  of  this  inestimable 
remedy,  in  some  well  known  place,  where  due  respon- 
sibility will  attach  to  its  faithful  distribution. 

To  insure  the  accomplishment  of  this  desirable  object 
and  to  encourage,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  most  lib- 
era! use  of  the  vaccine  matter,  your  memorialist  prays 
that  some  suitable  provision  may  be  made  by  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  to  enable  him  to  supply  it,  free  of 
any  fees  or  charges,  to  all  surgeons  employed  in  the 
Array  and  Navy  of  tlie  United  States;  as  well  as  alao 
to  furnish  it,  with  plain  directions  for  its  use,  free  of 
all  expense,  to  every  other  citizen  who  may  apply  to 
him  for  it.     Respectfully,  your  memorialist, 

JAMES  S.MITH. 

BiLTiMOBE,  Dec.  eth,  1816. 

ADMISSION  OF  INDIANA. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  of 
Ohio,  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
resolution  recognising  the  republicanism  and  con- 
formity to  the  Constituti  ^n  and  laws  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  new  Stale  of  Indiana,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Desha    in  the  Chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MiLNOR.of  Pennsylvania,  the 
constitution  was  read  through  for  the  further 
information  of  the  House;  and  its  verification 
examined. 

No  debate  took  place  on  the  resolution,  which 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  It  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time. 
and  passed,  unanimously. 


Tlesday,  Decerabt?r  10. 

At  the  usual  hour  of  meeting — 

Mr.  Lowndes  apprized  the  House,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  death  of  an  infant  child  of  the 
Speaker,  he  would  not  be  able  to  attend  this  day 
to  open  the  House,  Mr.  L.  therefore,  moved  that 
the  House  should  adjourn  until  to-morrow. 
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'•V  Clerk  cA   the  House  having  put  the  ques- 
i^n  this  io.(jiioa.  it  was  carried,  nem.  con. 


WuDNESDAY,  December  11. 
|wo  other  wembers,  tu  wit  :  from  New  York, 
[8TL-8  RoqiT;  from  South  Carolina,  Henry 
toLETON  ;  Appeared  and  look  iheir  icat.^. 
[he  Speaki:r  presented  the  peliiion  of  Rufus 
jon,  contesting  the  seat  of  John  Scott,  as 
fJeJegate  tor  the  Territory  of  Mi>souri,  and 
ling  10  bejadmilled  to  a  seal  in  the  place  of 
[Scott. — I  eferred  to  the  Comraitlee  of  Elec- 

'De  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
|fro>i  the  ActHig  Secretary  of  War,  iransraiiting 
Hh.  *ppurt  of  ih»'  commissioners  appointed  to  mark 

an.^-urvey  a  road  from   Reynold>burgh,  on   the 

Jnessee  riv.-r.  through  ihe  Chicka>aw  nation  ; 

•h   was  read    and  referred  lo  Messrs.  Rey- 

^.)S.  Shahfe.  Creighton.  Griffin,  and  Baer. 

jr.  TAYLoPjOf  New  York,  from  the  Conimit- 

./.fElectioif«;,  made  a  report  in  part  on  thecer- 
ili&^ies  of  elehion,  and  other  credentials,  of  sev- 
'er.r^'of  ihe  meinbers,  which  was  read  and  laid  on 

th^able. 

BL  Yancev,  of  North  Carolina,  from  a  select 
'50»riiUfe.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
if ha  .^3 1  Will.aiDs;  which  was  twice  read  and 
ooifiliiilted,  and  was  .subsequently  ordered  to  be 
*?Dvvj9«eJ  fur  a  third  reading. 
•  »{  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
feem^i Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
jier^^  I'le  infirm,  disabled  and  superannuated 
6ffi>*iV  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
tiiiCi"  of  the  Kevolutionary  war  and  of  the  late 
wa-  «nd  of  milttia  disabled  in  the  late  war.  [This 
))ill  (intemplaiiis  ihe  establishment  of  a  corps  of 
^av^  iJs.J  Th(t  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
(dic^  ii. 

'■  0  :  motion  of  .Mr.  Forsytu,  the  Committee  of 
W:^  b  and  Menns  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
jhe  ropriety  and  expediency  of  allowing  to  the 
tSt?^  r  of  Georgia  fifteen  per  centum  out  of  her 
ijUQiofihe  direct  tax  of  1816,  assumed  by  the 
^t^  ;  and  paul  at  the  Treasury  of  l!ie  United 
t>t»,  rs  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law — the 
iisu'i  abatement  not  being  allowed  at  the  Trea- 
^ur4  'Q  consequence  of  the  omission  of  the  Gov- 
vrniX  to  give  notice  of  the  Slate's  assumption 
i»il»n  the  lime  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress. 
;  TJe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
|roi:^'  ihe  Cummissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
||ic^^:ransmitirng  the  reports  of  the  land  comiui>- 
j>iQ'.^r5  lor  tht  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  of 
|h«jirtmmissi(>r,ers  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  and 
)f  the  land  titles  in  the  same  Ter- 
?ven  bound  volumes.— Referred  to 
ih«^J>uramuiee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
.  C^  inotioD  of  Mr.  Goldsborodqh,  the  Com- 
hiiMtf  on  Navai  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
iio  jtn'  expedifucy  of  passing  a  supplement  to  Uie 
iavAia>sed  at  (he  last  session  of  Congress,  enii- 
.ile^  An  act  auihorizmg  the  paymenfof  a  sum 
ol  t^jney  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  others,"  for  llit- 
I»u^)se  of  auihorizmg  the  payment  of  ihe  sum  of 


|h(»£nmmissiar<er 
t)f  »Jt'  recorder  of 
Iritit^',  being  e4ev 


money  mentioned  in  the  first  .sectioi  of  the  .said 
act  to  the  said  Joseph  Siewart,  his  attorney,  or 
a>signee,  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  his  as.so- 
ciates;  and  al.«-o  for  the  purjwse  of  correcting  a 
misnomer  in  ihe  third  >ection  of  the  said  act. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  Mayrant,  informing  that  he  bad 
transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  a 
resignation  of  his  seat  as  one  of  the  members  of 
this  House  for  that  Stale. — Ordered  lo  lie  oo  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Comraiitee  oa 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  [trovision  by  law 
for  the  final  adjusimenl  of  land  claims  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory,  and  of  transferring  the  final  set- 
tlement of  those  claims  to  the  register  and  receiver 
of  said  Territory,  together  wiih  some  third  per- 
son, to  act  as  a  Board  of  Coramissioners  for  the 
same. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moverf  for  the  consideration  of 
his  luoiion  for  requesting  the  President  to  order 
the  further  execution  of  the  dawns'  law  to  be  sus- 
pended till  Congress  should  have  acted  on  it. 

On  the  question  to  proceed  lo  consider  the  same, 
it  was  decided  in   the  negative. 

Mr.  HiiOH  Nelsun,  of  Virginia,  moved  a  reso- 
lution in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instructed 
to  incjuire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  ihoic  militia  who,  after 
their  return  home  to  iheir  place  of  residence,  may  have 
died  of  diseases  coutracted  whiUt  in  ibe  scrvtce  of  the 
United  States. 

The  necessity  of  this  motion  being  questioned 
by  Mr.  Condict,  on  the  ground  of  the  Uw  of  the 
last  se-siun  embracing  such  cases — 

It  was  supported  Oy  Messrs.  HuoH  Nelson,  p. 
P.  Barbour,  and  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  who 
stated  thai  the  law  of  ihe  last  session  embraced 
the  cases  of  ihose  dying  on  the  road  Lome,  but 
did  not  include  the  cases  of  those  who  reached 
their  own  doors  before  they  fell  a  sacrifice  lo 
disease. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 
CONSTITUTIONAL  A.MENDMENT. 

Mr.  Pickens,  of  North  Carolina^  rose  to  pro- 
pose an  amendment  lo  ihe  Constiiution  of  the 
United  Stales  ;  on  which,  having  on  former  occa- 
sions exprtssed  his  views,  he  would  now  only 
remark,  that  only  once  had  the  question  ever  been 
really  tried  in  this  House,  and  itiat  was  at  a  mo- 
ment of  great  public  embarrassment,  not  favora- 
ble to  a  mature  deliberation  on  its  merits.  This 
was  the  first  fair  occasion  of  presenting  the  sub- 
ject fully  for  con>ideraiion.  Several  of  the 
States  had,  since  the  first  agnation  of  the  question 
in  the  House,  given  to  the  proposition  iheir.>anc- 
tion  and  recommendation,  among  which  were 
Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia  ; 
and  It  had,  at  one  session,  received  ihe  sanction 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  If  ever  there 
was  a  period  favorable  lo  a  proper  amendment  of 
the  CoDsiiiuiion,  it  was  the  present  moment, 
when  we  are  liicfally  at  peace,  at  home  and 
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abroad.     Mr.  P.  then  introduced    the  following 
resolution  : 

Retohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Represent  a- 
live*  of  the  United  Statu  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring  therein, 
That  the  lollowing  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  State<i  l>e  proposed  to  the  Legiiilntures  of 
the  severnl  Stales,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  three-fourths  of  the  said  States,  shall  be  valid 
to  all  intcnu  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution. 

For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Kepresentatives,  in  the 
Congress  o(  the  United  Stales,  each  State  shall  be 
divided  by  its  Legislature  into  a  number  of  dislricU 
equal  lo  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  ihe 
bute  may  be  entitled. 

Each  ilihtrict  shall  contain  as  nearly  as  may  be  equal 
numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound 
to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  eicluduig  Indians 
not  taied.  three-filths  of  all  other  persons. 

In  each  district,  the  qualified  voters  shall  elect  one 
Representative. 

For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  President  i 
and  Vice   PresiiJenl  of  the   United  States,  each  Sute 
shall  be  divided  by  lU  Legislature  into  a  number  of 
distriru  equal  to  the  numl>er  of  Electors  to  which  the 
Sute  may  be  entitled.     Each  district  shall  ci>ntain,  as 
nearly  as  may  l>r,  equal  numbers  ;  which  shall  be  de- 
termined by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  per- 
sons, jncluJing   those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  ami  excluding  Indians  not  laxed,  ihrce-fiiths  of 
all  other  persons.     In  each  district  the  persons  qualified 
to  vote  lor    Kepresentatives  in   the    Congress  of  the 
United  Suies  shall  choose  one  Elector.      Ihe  Legisla- 
ture  of  each  State  shall  have  power  lo  regulate  the 
manner  of  holding  elections,  and  making  returns  of  the 
Electors  chosen.     In  case  all   the    Electors  shall  not 
meet  at  the  liinc  and  place  appointed  tor  giving  their 
voles,  a  majority  of  the  Electors  met  shall  have  power, 
and  lorlhwith  shall  proceed,  to  supply  ihe  vacancy. 

A  division  of  the  Sutes  into  districU.  for  choosing 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  into  dulricU  for  choosing  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Siales,  shall  Uke 
place  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  each  enu- 
meration and  apportionment  of  KepresenUtives  shall 
be  made;  which  dislricU  shall  remain  unaltered  until 
after  the  succeeding  enumeration  and  apportionment 
of  Kepresenlalives. 

The  resoluiiou  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  lo  a  Commitiee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the 
slate  ot  the  Union. 


NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY. 
Mr.  Wilde,  of  Georgia,  from   the  committee 
to   whom   t  lat   part  of  ihe   President's  Message 
was  referreo,  made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
lo  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  sut.ject  of  a  National  University, 
report  to  the  House,  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations, 
a  bill  for  the  erection  and  endowment  of  such  an 
inrtiiution. 

The  committee,  pursuant  to  usual  forms,  might 
perhaps,  without  iin(»ropriety.  regard  this  as  a  suffi- 
cient perforindiice  ot  their  duly,  and,  after  presenting 
the  bill,  without  comment,  have  left  it  lo  find  iu  ap- 
propriate place  among  others,  and  to  receive  or  be 
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denied  consideration,  according  to  the  opinion  enter- 
tained of  lU  consequence  and  urgency. 

But  the  number  of  communications  relative  to  this 
subject,  which,  though  they  have  received  attenUon. 
seem  to  have  escaped  it,  because  they  have  not  been 
definitely  acted  on,  may  possibly  expose  the  House  to 
a  censure  more  serious  than  thai  of  merely  neglecting 
the  successive  recommendation  of  several  Chief  Ma- 
gistrates—a  censure  as  injurious  as  unjust,  yet  not 
unbecoming  that  body  to  prevent,  by  making,  as  soon 
as  possible,  some  disposiuon  of  a  question,  that  ought 
to  be  determined,  on  account  of  it*  frequent  occur- 
rence,even  though  it  should  not  otherwise  be  ihoueht 
particularly  inUrestmg. 

No  room  will  then  be  afforded  for  even  supposing 
the  National  Legislature  indifferent  lo  an  object  »d- 
milted  by  most  persons  to  be  desirable,  and  by  many 
believed  lo  be  now  both  practicable  and  expedient  • 
justice  will  be  done  lo  the  representatives  of  the  peo^ 
pie  without  detracting  anything  from  Executive  merit ; 
that  confidence,  which  is  the  chief  strength  of  our 
Government,  will  be  preserved,  and  public  opinion, 
enlightened  by  discussion,  expressing  lUelf  at  length' 
decisively  on  the  proposed  measure,  will  either  require 
lU  adoption,  sanction  iu  rejection,  or  acquit»cc  in  lU 
postponement,  until  the  necessity  becomes  more  ob- 
vious, or  the  difficulties  that  oppose  it  can  be  more 
easily  removed. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  have  ventured  to  sug- 
gest someofilie  reasons  which  recommend  the  present 
as  a  favorable  time  for  investigating,  and  perhaps,  also, 
for  adopting  the  plan  they  have  proposed. 

Among  these,  the  pros[>erou8  sUle  of  our  finances, 
leaving  a  large  unappopriated  surplus,  the  probabilitj 
of  a  long  continued  peace,  the  flourishing  condition  - 
of  our  capital,  and  the  facility  with  which  a  portion  of 
the  public  property  within  it  might  now  be  advan- 
tageously disposed  of.  so  as  at  once  to  increase  the 
convenience  of  the  city,  and  support  the  proposed  insti- 
tution, may  fairly  be  enumerated. 

Besides,  Uie  information  heretofore  collected  ba« 
enabled  the  committee  to  report  at  an  early  period, 
and  it  is  believed  thai  the  present  session,  though  in- 
eviubly  a  short  one,  will  not  present  so  many  objecta 
of  great  difficulty  or  deep  interest,  as  entirely  lo  ex- 
clude others  of  a  more  IranquU  and  less  obtrusive  cha- 
racter, lo  which  it  is  possibly  a  portion  of  time  might 
be  profitably  devoted.  ^ 

The  acquisition  of  a  acientific  and  literary  repuU- 
tion,  not  unworthy  of  their  naval  and  mihUry  renown, 
can  never  be  beneath  the  ambition  of  a  people,  since 
the  most  durable  of  all  glory  is  that  of  exalted  intellect. 

The  worid  is  stiU  a  willing  captive  to  the  spells  of 
ancient  genius  ;  and  the  rivalry  of  modern  empires 
will  be  perpetuated  by  their  arU  and  their  learning, 
the  preservers  of  that  fame  which  arms  alone  may  in- 
deed win,  but  can  never  keep. 

Any  measure  which  contributes,  however  remotely, 
to  give  American  literature  a  rank  and  name  among 
mankind,  cannot,  therefore,  be  regarded  with  indiffer- 
ence by  our  cilirens ;  and  every  effort  towards  that 
end  must  be  witnessed  at  the  present  moment  with 
unusual  satisfaction,  since  it  will  present  the  interest- 
ing spectacle  of  a  young  nation,  bending  iu  whole 
strength  lo  the  pursuit  of  true  greatness,  and  anxious 
to  emulate  all  Uial  is  amiable  iu  peace  as  well  as  all 
that  is  noble  in  war. 

That  the  institution  contemplated  will  have  a  happy 
influence  on  the  harmony  of  our  country  and  the  unity 
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of  *  »•  national  character,  has  boen  often  suppoaed,  anJ 
/oi^  committee  feel  inclined  to  anticipate  effects  no 
"^tappy  from  its  oporation   on  tha  gcii«f  of  our 

'American  invention,  unassisted  as  it  has  been, 
tlrC^T  excites  r!ie  astonishment  of  Europe,  what  may 
nollr  expected' from  it  when  aided  ar.d  encouraged  T 
A'v  ^^y  *hoi[ild  not  aid  and  encouragement  be 
yiei.  ^d  bj  instljutions  like  the  present,  founded  and 
en(|' kved  by  thf  munificence  of  the  State  7  In  our 
pwji  'Ijiy  we  ha<f  seen  them  work  wonders  in  physi- 
cal^ cience,  evfrji  when  directed  by  a  stern,  jealous, 
«n«f  .'xacting  Government,  which,  while  training  the 
rnii|  to  be  (ju'tck,  dexterous  and  daring,  darkened 
its  0  .ion,  and  circumscribed  its  flight.  Is  it  here  alone 
Ihev  would  be  impotent,  where  no  depth  could  be  hid- 
Ueii>  >om  its  glance,  no  height  forbidden  to  its  wing  ? 
Iiil  (t  your  committee,  fearful  of  exhausting  your  pa- 
tje^  <?,  forbear  to  extend  this  re|>ort  by  arguments 
vrb,  }i  it  is  easier  to  multiply  than  to  withhold  ;  for  the 
«ai!  I  reason  tln*y  refrain  from  answering  objection* 
frK.  'i\  could  not  be  stated  without  injury,  since,  in 
fe|>',ing  to  thcin,  force  and  perspicuity  must  be  sacri' 

qui 
resi 
la 
>»c' 
clii^ 
ihe 
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3.  Lecture  rooms  at  the  southwest  angle, 
steward's  apartment,  Sec,  75  feet   square 

4.  Planting  and  encloaing  -         .         . 


45,000 
20,000 

11200,000 


Jha, 


A  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  National  Univeraitj. 
Be  it  enactedf  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  be  is,  hereby  authorized  and  requir^ 
to  cause  to  be  surveyed,  and  laid  off  into  building  lots, 
such  part  as  he  shall  think  proper  of  the  ground  re- 
served of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, and  to  cause  the  same  tu  be  sold,  at  such  times 
and  places,  and  in  such  proportions,  and  under  such 
regulations  as  he  shall  prescribe;  and  the  proceeda 
thereof,  after  defraying  the  charges  of  survey  and  sale, 
to  be  invested  in  such  stocks  or  public  securities,  aa 
shall,  by  him,  be  deemed  advisable,  and  the  same, 
when  so  invested,  and  the  dividends  thereon  arising, 
shall  constitute  a  fund  for  the  support  of  a  National 
University. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autbor- 
iied  to  cause  to  be  erected,  on  such  site,  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  as  he  shall  select,  the  buildings 
necessary  for  a  National  University  ;  and  for  defraying 
desire  it  tc.'be  understood,  that  they  have  not  de-  |  the  expenses  thereof,  the  sum  of doUara  is  hereby 


to  conciseoess.  Nor  can  such  a  course  be  re- 
il  where  it^s  intended  merely  to  present  a  general 
-,  not  the  piirticular  process  of  reasoning  by  which 

Your  committee,  how- 


esult  has  t-^en  obtained. 


examinir^j  any  objection  which  occurred  to 
and  thougji  some  have  been  found  which  it  must 
be  i^nfessed  are.. not  without  ditiiculty,  all  are  thought 
cap  *  le  of  a  gal;j:fdctory  answer. 

i^  lAfider  a  conViction,  therefore,  that  the  means  are 
•  m[  e,  the  end -desirable,  the  object  fairly  within  the 
\egY  alive  powtjs  of  Congress,  and  the  time  a  favora- 
ble <ie,  your  ccinmittee  recommend  the  estaiilishment 
ijf ',  National  ■University,  and  have  directed  their 
ahfv  ,man  to  s^i)mit  a  bill  and  estimates  fur  that 
■puf   ,>8e.  J 

7  

.EttLnatea  of  the  value  of  lot i  and  squares   belonging 
t*t^-  United  States,  as  furnished  by  a  communt- 
rWionfrum  ihe  Superintendent  if  the  f^ity. 
•jFoi^  thousand  building  lots  of  .'i,"265  square 
\     ic  t  each,  an.i  about   2,000  feet  front  on 
,     w  waters  oi  the  Potomac  river,  Eastern 


\  ranch,  value"!  at 


;Sq_.   ;res  1  to  6,  proposed  to  be  laid  off  into 
{     ^  ;>lding  lots,  containing,   in   the  whole, 

N  f.OOO  squci^e  feet,  or  15.')  standard  loU 

>  Ikicd  at 


appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  appropriated 
by  law. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  request- 
ed to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  Congress, 
at  its  next  session,  a  plan  for  the  regulation  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  said  University. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  conamiiced. 

NEW  YORK  CANALS. 

Mr.  Bhooks  presented  the  petition  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Slate  of  New  York 
10  superintend  and  provide  for  ihe  improvement 
of  tiie  internal  navigation  of  tiiat  State,  signed 
by  Do  Witt  Clinton,  their  President,  praying  for 
assistance,  in  land  or  money,  from  the  Gt-neral 
Government,  to  rjid  in  openiM^j  a  cominunicaiion, 
-  $750,000  I  by  me^ns  of  canalr,  between  ihe  navigable  waters 


200,000 


it  the  laltiT  amount  is  the  only  one  which  it  is 
«u     ,osed  could  be  speedily  realized. 


£ 


mate  oftht  expense  of  build inpa  for  the  National 
lirersity.  ,-/;.i  a  plan  susceptible  of  extension,  but 
Iculated  fur  the  present  tu  answer  for  one  hundred 
,Xid  sixty  persons. 

iild:ngs  (which  it  was  supposed  last  year  might 
k>mpleted  it;  the  ye.ir  IHIH.) 
jlabitalions   for    the   principal    and    six 
fofeasors,  t\>o  buildings,  75  by  54  feet, 
'10,000  eaclji  -  ...     ,$60,000 

!.odging8  fo«  one  hundred  and  sixty  stu- 
Inls,  refecli  ry,  (tcnipi)rarily  in  the  i>ase- 
^ent  story.)  fuel    and    provision,  cellara, 

rvanU'  apartmenta,  265  feet  by  46        -        75,000 
■    > 


of  Hudson'a  river  and  Lake  Erie,  and  between 
the  siiid  waters  (/f  Huds:  n's  river  and  Lake 
Cliam[ilain;  wlucli  was  referre^l  tu  ilie  Commit- 
tee on  Ruad-^  and  Canals.  The  memorial  is  as 
follows : 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repream- 
tatives  uf  the  United  States  in  Congress  . 
The  representation  of  commissioners  of  the  Stale  of 
New  York,  in  behalf  of  the  said  State,  respectfully 
showeth  :  That  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  in 
April  last  passed  an  act  to  provide  for  the  improvement 
of  their  internal  navigation,  (of  which  act  we  take  the 
liberty  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy.)  In  this  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  board  of  commissioners  is  consti- 
tuted, and  that,  among  other  duties  enjoined  upon 
them,  they  are  required  to  make  appiaaiion  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  for  cessions,  grants, 
or  donations  of  lands  or  money,  for  ihc  purpose  of  aid- 
ing in  opening  a  cummunication,  l>y  means  of  canals, 
between  the  navigable  waters  of  Hudson  rivc  and 
Lake  Erie,  and  the  said  navigable  waters  and  Lake 
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Cbamplain.     To  fulfil  this  requisition,  then,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  address. 

Next  to  the  establishment  and  security  of  the  right 
to  self-government,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  no  subject 


between  one  of  oar  seaporU  and  the  region  where  fur« 
are  collected,  a  road  in  all  respecu  preJeralile  to  any 
other,  besides  drawing  to  our  own  citizens  a  profitable 
commerce,  would  tend  eventually  to  the  subversion  of 


requiring  legislative    interlerence  can  be  found  more  I  that  influence,  and,  in  the  meantime,  offbr  To  us'impoV- 

inlerestmg  than  the  one  which  we  arc  charged  to  lay     tanl  facilities  for  controlling  it. 

before  your  honorable  body;  and  we  venture  to  solicit         Tk«  ...  1-  1         i_  " 

your   favorable    consideration  of  it,  in  full  confidence    ^^^^V^^'^J^"'"'^  °"  ^f^'*'^.^"  ""^  <^-^^^rj  and  ths 


that  an  enlightened  public  spirit  may  justly  give  to  it 
such  a  measure  of  patronage  as  cannot  fad  to  produce 
signal  benefits  to  the  nation 


Canadian  provinces  is  already  considerable,  and  is 
rapidly  growing.  The  fruiu  of  the  earth  from  the 
southern    shores  of   Erie   and    Ontario,  and    from  the 


.p.      .        r.     .     K  1.        u      ,.         ,  .  borders  of  Champlain,    find    their  way  to  the  porU  of 

Ihe  benefits  to  he  acquired  by  the   United  States  i  our  northern  neighbors  cheaper  than  thev  can  to  anT 
•m  the  construction  of  these  canals  will  most  obvi-    which  offers  a  market  of  our  own,  and  are  there  ex- 


from 

onsly  and  immediately  affect  their  pecuniary  and  their 
political  interests.  More  remotely,  indeed,  they  will 
exert  afavoraide  influence  upon  every  object  embraced 
within  the  scope  of  an  enlightened  and  paternal  policy. 
If  we  consider  the  extent  and  fertility  of  our  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  the  large  proportion  of  it  which 
yet  remains  unsold,  the  disposition  and  the  ability 
which  our  eastern  fellow-citizens  possess  to  purchase 
and  to  improve  it,  we  cannot  be  insensible  of  the  great 
pecuniary  advantage  which  would  result  from  opening 
to  them  a  safe,  easy,  and  economical  passage  into  that 
Urritory.  Every  dollar  saved  to  them  in  the  expenses 
of  removing  thither  would  operate  to  enhance  the  value 
of  the  public  lands,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  hasten 
their  scltlement;  and  it  is  obvious  that  a  canal  from 
the  Hudson  to  Lake  Erie  would  save  a  large  portion  of 
these  expenses.  The  number  of  persons  to  be  affected 
by  this  consideration  cannot  be  accurately  stated.  It 
certainly  would  not  be  small.  We  are  well  assured 
that,  in  the  course  of  one  year  since  the  war,  more 
than  twelve  thousand  new  selllcri:,  almost  exclusively 
from  the  East,  have  established  themselves  within  the 
limiU  of  this  Slate,  west  of  the  Genesee  river. 

Whatever  adds  to  the  value  of  all  that  land  pro- 
duces mu^t  increase  the  value  of  the  land  lUelf.  To  a 
country  which  depends  upon  a  distant  market  for  the 
sale  of  lU  surplus  productions,  it  is  of  great  import- 
ance to  afford  every  possible  facility  of  transportation  ; 
for  all  that  is  taken  from  the  expense  of  transporlation 
is  added  to  the  value  of  the  articles  transported,  and, 
by  cheapening  the  rate  of  carriage,  many  articles  are 
rendered  valuable  which  would  otherwise  be  worth- 
less. .Moreover,  if  habit  or  the  necessary  accommoda- 
tion of  life  requires  that  such  a  country  should  con- 
sume foreign  goods  to  the. amount  of  all  lU  surplus 
productionn,  It  is  evident  that  the  landholder  there  en- 
joys a  twofold  benefit  in  every  increased  facility  of 
transportation.     Perhaps    the    whole    of  the    country 

between  the  great  lakes,  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Ohio 

certainly  the  greater  part  of  it— would  derive  from  the 
completion  of  our  principal  canal  greater  advantages 
for  distant  communication  than  any  country  so  far 
inland  has  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  incomparably  greater 
than  that  country  can  ever  derive  from  any  other 
means.  Regarded,  then,  merely  as  a  measure  of  pe- 
cuniary wisdom,  we  trust  your  honorable  body  will 
make  such  an  appropriation  in  favor  of  it  as  will  in- 
sure its  accomplishment. 

But  considerations  of  a  political  nature  seem  to  us 
most  urgently  to  recommend  the  construction  of  these 
canals.  The  great  influence  exercised  over  the  West- 
ern Indians,  even  in  our  own  territory,  by  the  subjecu 
of  a  foreign  Governinenl,  we  have  always  had  numer- 
ous reasons  to  wish  destroyed.  This  influence  depends 
materially  upon  cslablishmenU  erected  fjr  the  promo- 


-  there  ex 

changed  for  the  various  commodities  of  foreign  coao- 
tries.  This  trade  is,  indeed,  profitable  to  many  of  our 
citizens  who  engage  in  it,  but  it  is  much  more  so  to 
the  British.  Sul)ject  to  their  control,  they  direct  it  to 
the  advancement  of  all  their  public  interesU  ;  and  it  is 
no  mean  instrument  of  that  advancement.  It  is  evi- 
dently the  vital  spirit  of  their  internal  navigation, 
which  it  cannot  fail  to  exalt  into  a  consequence  that 
may  hereafter  greatly  affect  us,  W^ould  not  the  pros- 
ecution of  our  projecu  to  complete  effect  result  irame- 
diately  in  giving  to  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  the 
entire  profiu  of  this  trade,  and  to  Government  all  the 
security  and  influence  connected  with 
frontier,  and  a 
the  lakes  ? 


a  thickly  settled 
most  decided  superiority  of  shipping  on 


Nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that  the  contin- 
uance of  our  Union  is  essential  to  our  freedom.  The 
means  of  this  continuance  are  to  be  found  only  in  the 
strength  of  our  common  interests.  Whatever  extends 
and  consolidates  these  interesU,  must  be  of  distin- 
guished importance  to  Government;  and  can  any- 
thing be  imagined  more  eflicaciously  conducive  to 
these  objects  than  opening  to  distant  sections  of  our 
country  the  means  of  easy  and  profitable  intercourse? 
Virtuous  and  enlightened  men  among  us  have  long 
delighted  themselves  with  looking  forward  to  the  pe- 
riod when  a  canal  communication  between  the  Hudson 
and  Lake  Erie  would  afford  to  half  the  United  States 
more  ample  means  of  promoting  every  social  interest 
than  have  heretofore,  in  any  country,  been  furnished 
by  the  accomplishment  of  any  human  enterprise. 

Theadvantages  of  canals  were  not  entirely  unknown 
to  ancient   Governments.     Among  them,  the  wisest 
and    most    powerful  executed    works  of  this  kind  in 
every    direction   through  their  territories,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  war.     The  vestiges 
of  many  of  these  are  still  discoverable;  and  they  are 
doubtless  to    be  reckoned  among  the  most  impressive 
memorials  that  remain  of  ancient  greatness.     When 
we   recollect  the   instrumentality  which  canals  have 
formerly  exhibited  in  collecting  the  blessings  of  wealth, 
strength,  and  a  crowded  population  for  every  country 
through  which  they  passed,  and  see  those  very  coun- 
tries, by  the  neglect  and  ruin  of  them,  reduced  to  their 
original  fbarrenuess,  can   we   suppress  a  conviction  of 
their  imiiiense  utility  ?     But  it  is  not  alone  from  his- 
tory, an^  the  faint  traces  of  them  which  have  survived 
the   lapse  of  many  centuries,  that    the   advantages  o( 
these    improvements    are  to    be    known.     'I'here    arc 
proofs  TnOre  conclusive;  our  own  tunes  furnish  them. 
In  contemplating  the  present  state  of  Europe,  it  is  im- 
possible not  to  be  struck  with  the  number  and  exteat 
uf  her  canals;  and  wc  perceive  that  they  abound  most 
in  those  countries  where  the  wants  of  itie  social  sULe 


-      •  — f...,...,^    and  the  means  of  power  have  been  most  diligently  ex- 

Uon  of  the  fur  Uade.     Any  measure  liiai  would  open,  |  plored,  and  are  mo.t  profoundly  underslooil.     We  sm 


I 
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ib^fTr'  f\eTt  enthhxrg  exlfiiiive  empires  tnhold  in  upeeiJy 
a('*nii5^iitration  ;o  every  pulilic  object  all  ihe  resources 
men  remote   sections,  and,  at  the  same   time, 
ng   those  ^esourres  prodigiously,  l>y  the  eron- 
exchsnRcs  of  which  ibey  are  the  ocrsRion.     Ex- 
re  in  alwav*  a  safe   guide  ;  it  i»  espenaily  to  he 
when  It  hjs  bt-en  acquired  in  the  midst  of  diffi- 
and  (ian^i-Ts,  and    has  bren  sanctioned  by  the 
of  diffprcut  nations.     If,  then,  in  the  pressing 
^les  of   recent  events,  when  every  power  of  na- 
(Iffence  and  annoyance  has  been  exerted,  when 
ali  t^  capacities  iof  men,  as  individuals,  and  in  polit- 
ie^l  Aiobination,  have    fieen   remarkably  evolved,   we 
o^i'«e^&  in  that  (quarter  of  the  globe  a  per]>etualiy  grow- 
it%^  tfMTi^lion  to  tlie  Hobject  of  canals,  is  it  not  eipedi- 
ev^i,  M\l  not  wtse;  for  us  to  engage  in  making  them  ? 
No  r^ntry  is  more  susceptible  of  all  their  benefits  than 
o4r«J^oone  of   Isrcer  extent   presents  fewer  impedi- 
men^'lo  their  construction.     They  constitute  improve- 
ix^n,J  |>eculiarly  ^t  for  a  Republic.     7'bey  contribute 
ihjg  to  the  satiety   and  opulence  of  the  people,  and 
^utatlon    and    resources    of    the    Government, 
re  equally  desirable  in  reference  to  the  employ- 
-(  peace  ar.tJ  the  operations  of  war.     In  what- 
;bt  they  arr  viewed,  they  seem  to  combine   the 
i>ial  glories  of  the  most  splendid  and  permanent 


fthe  execution  of  those  of  which  we  are  Ihe 

<ii  be  imprai'ticable,  or  would  involve  an  expense 

•tionale  to  their  value,  they  can  have  no  claim 


utjiittrf 

advo«^< 

dispri  •I'tionaie  to  tneir  value,  they  can  have  no  claim 
upon  2t<  favor  of  i]»c  National  Legislature.  On  these 
tO(i>icaA(  entertain  no  doubts.  The  minute  examina- 
tioTi  'il'ich  has  hem  made  this  season,  under  our  su- 
Ijdence.  of  ,.11  the  lands  whirh  these  canals  will 
has  convinced  us  that  an  expenditure  not  ex- 
ten  milli«ns  of  dollara  would  be  sufficient  to 
ihem.  bhsll  they  remain  uitaltempieii  ?  The 
New  York  is  not  unaware  of  her  interests, 
noi  d^«i+'lined  to  prosecute  ihera  ;  but  where  those  of 
'b'(  ^jA^ral  (Jovernment  are  united  with  hera,  and 
seem -^  be  psramounl,  she  deems  it  her  duty  to  ask 
for  I! .^r.  assistance.  Wherefore,  in  her  behalf,  we 
•oli^;it^ur  honoraf^le  body  to  make  such  an  appropria- 
tio(k,  crj'^'"^*  °^  iboney,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
tbtee  r&nals.  as  yoj,  in  your  wisdom,  may  think  rea- 
•ort|ibu|it.nd  just. 

J^jj^i'er  and  in  ;i:>ehalf  of  the  said  commissioners,  at 
*l»«Vi^>g  beld  in  .Albany  on  the  10th  November,  1816. 
DE  WITT  CLLNTON,  President. 


I 


An  ^"^'o  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  internaj 
oa/^alion  of  tl.is  State.     Passed  .\pril  17,  1816. 

it  enadfd  by  the  people  of  the  StaJe  of  New 
'vrrnfntrdyn  Senate  and  A»tembly,  That  8te- 
^n  Kensselser.  Dc  Witt  Clinton,  Samuel  Young, 
;eiliroit,  aod   Myron  Holley,  be,  and  they  are 
sppointed   commit^sioners  to  consider,  devise, 
anif  ai5|- 1  such  m^^sures  as  may  or  shall  be  requisite 
to  f^cw    .ite  and  e.-Vect  the   communication,  by  means 
of  uvr.as  and   loek.i.  Itetween   ih>>   naviiraMo   ».i«..  ^f 

>le 

g- 

nitronY"  death  of  any  of  the  said  commissioners,  the 
^acms*  thereby  or-cai=ioned  shall  be  supplied  by  the 
Lep»!j|^,re,  in  th«  manner  in  which  Senators  of  the 
I'ftte^  latPs  fro.Tlhis  State  are  directed  to  be  chosen. 
%•  ir^ii  be  it  fnrfher  enacted.  That  the  said  com- 
bii^«kAs  shall  cboose  one  of  their   number 


of  <9r<^a  and  lock  -,  l»etween  the  navigable   waters 

Hurisclriver  and  Lake   Erie,  and   the  said  navigab 

»a-rr»^',d  Lake  (. "namplain  ;  and,  in  case  of  the  resij 


president  of  their  board,  and  shall  appoint  a  fit  person 
(or  their  secretary,  who  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  auch 
salary  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  deem  proper  and 
I  reasonable;    and    the   president   of  the   said    board    of 
commissioners  shall   have  power  to   call    a   meeting   of 
the  same  whenever,  in  hia  opinion,  the  public  interesu 
require  it;  and  the  said  board  may  adjourn,  from  time 
to  time,  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place  they  may  deem 
most  conducive  to  the   public   good;   and   further,  the 
said  commissioners  shall   have    power  to   employ  such 
and   so  many  agents,  engineera,   surveyors,  draughts- 
men, and  other  persons,  as   in   their  opinion   may  be 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  fulfil   and   discharge  the 
duties  imposed   upon   them    by  this   act,  and   to   allow 
and  pay  the  said  agents,  engineers,  surveyors,  draughts- 
men, and  other  persons,  for  their   respective   services, 
such  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  adequate  and  reasonable. 
3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    J'hat  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Kaid  commissioners,  as  soon  aa  may  be  after 
the  pasting  of  this  act,  to  cause  those  parU  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  this  State  which    may  lie  upon  or  contiguous 
to  the  probable  courses  and  ranges  of  the   said   canals 
to  be  explored  and  examined,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing 
and  determining  the  most   eligible   and    pro|>er    routes 
for  the  same,  and  to  cause   all    necessary  surveys   and 
levels  to  be  taken,  and  accurate  maps,  field-books,  and 
draughu  thereof  to  be  made  ;  and  further,  to  adopt  and 
recommend  proper  plans  for  the  construction   and   for- 
mation of  the  said  canals,  and  of  the  locks,  dams,  em- 
bankments,   tunnels,    and    aqueducts   which    may    be 
necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  same,  and  to  cause 
all  nece^sary  plans,  draughts,  and  models  thereof  to  be 
executed  under  their  direction. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said   com- 
missioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  ahall   be,  and   they 
are  hcrcliy,  authorized  and   required   to  make  applica- 
tion, in  behalf  of  this  State,  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  such  States   and  Territories  as 
may  be  benefitted  by  the  said  canals,  or  either  of  them, 
to  the  proprietors  of  lands   through  or  near  which  the 
said  canala,  or  either  of  them,  may  or  may  be  proposed 
to  pass,  to  all  bodies  politic   and   corporate,  public  or 
private,  and  to  all  citizens  or  inhabitantjj  of  this  or  any 
other  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  cessions,  grants,  or  do- 
nationa  of  land  or  money,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in 
the  construction  or  completing  of  both  or  either  of  the 
said  canals,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the   several 
grantors  or  donors,  and  to  Uke  to   the   people   of  this 
Stale  such  granU  and  conveyances  as   may  be   proper 
and  competent  to  vest  a  good  and  sufficient  title  in  the 
said  people  to  the  lands  so  to  be   ceded    or   granted  as 
aforesaid  ;  and,  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  it 
shsll  be  the  duty  of  the   said   commissioners   to  open 
books  of  subscription  in  such  snd  so  many  places  as 
thfy  may  think   necessary  and   expedient,  and    under 
such  rules  and  regulations  aa  they  may  from   time  to 
time  establish  ;   and   further,  it  shall   be    their    duty  to 
ascertain  whether,  to   any  and   to  what  amount,  and 
upon  what  terms,  loans  of  money  may  or  can  be  pro- 
cured, on    the   credit  of  this  Sute,  lor   the    purposes 
aforesaid. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  ahall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  make,  or  cause  to  be 
made,  with  as  much  accuracy  and  minuteness  as  may 
be,  calculations  and  estimates  of  the  sum  or  sums  of 


to 


money  which  may  or  will  be  necessary  for  completing 

each  of  the  said  canals,  according  to  the  plan  or  plans 

which  may  be  adopted  and  recommended  by  them   for 

be  I  Ihe  construction  or  formation  of  the  same,  and  to  cause 
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the  said  calculations  and  estimates,  and  all  surveys, 
maps,  field-books,  plans,  draughts,  and  models  author- 
ized and  directed  by  this  act,  or  so  many  thereof  as 
may  be  completed,  together  with  a  plain  and  compre- 
hensive report  of  all  their  proceedings  under  and  by 
▼irtue  of  this  act,  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  within  twenty  days  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  regular  annual  session  thereof. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  treasurer 
shall,  on  the  warrant  of  the  comptroller,  pay  to  the 
order  of  a  majority  of  the  said  commissioners,  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
any  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  for  which  the  said  commissioners  shall  account 
to  the  comptroller  of  this  State. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  internal 
navigation  of  this  State,"  passed  the  8lb  day  of  April, 
1811,  and  the  act  entitled  '-An  act  further  to  provide 
for  the  improvement  of  the  internal  navigation  of  this 
Slate,"  passed  June  19,  1812,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  TO  MR.  SERGEANT. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  after  slating 
the  actual  or  cooteniplated  departure  of  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, a  member  of  this  House  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, lor  Europe,  and  the  little  advanlagfe  aud  the 
needless  trouble  an  election  to  >upply  his  place 
for  a  short  remainder  of  this  i>e$>.ioQ  W4)uld  afford, 
which  consideraiion  prevented  Mr.  S.  from  re- 
signing Ins  seal — moved,  that  Mr.  Sergeant  have 
leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  ol  the  >essiun. 

This  motion,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Fohsyth. 
as  unprecedented  and  incorrect,  inasmuch  as  the 
member  in  question  had  not  appeared  in  his  seal 
at  the  present  session,  and  could  ooi  have  leave 
of  absence,  where  lie  bad  not  been  present. 

Hence  arose  a  brief  debate. 

Mes>rs.  PiTKtN,  HoPKiNSON,  and  Grosvenor, 
and  others,  supported  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
of  precedents  somewhat  analogous,  and  on  the 
meritof  .Mr.  Sergeant's  claim  to  this  indulgence, 
on  account  of  the  importance  to  the  public  ot  the 
business  he  had  undertaken. 

Messrs.  Nelson,  Forsyth,  and  Southard,  op- 
posed the  motion,  as  well  because  without  prece- 
dent applicable  to  the  case  as  without  a  founda- 
tion in  right  or  reason.  Ii  was  no  sufficient 
excuse,  it  was  contended,  particularly  by  Mr. 
Nelson,  for  a  member  of  this  House  to  abandon 
his  dunes,  that  he  had  accepte  i  another  po<i  of 
honor  or  of  profit;  his  duties  and  obligations  in 
and  to  this  House  being  paramount  to  any  other 
except  those  of  necessity. 

By  some  genileraen,  both  for  and  against  the 
motion,  it  was  contended  and  admitted,  that  Mr. 
Sergeant's  absence  was  a  question  between  liim 
and  his  consiiiuents,  with  which  the  Hou^e  had 
no  concern.  But,  on  the  other  band,  ii  was  ob- 
jected that  to  pass  a  vote  giving  him  leave  of 
abseiM:e.  would  be  sanctioning  what  was  ceriaioly 
a  relinqui.-hment  of  his  public  duties. 

At  length.  Mr.  Hopkinson  varied  his  motion, 
80  as  to  stand  thus;  thai  Mr.  Sergeant  be  excused 
from  allending  ihe  House  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 


To  this  also  Mr.  Forsyth  objected,  consider- 
inir  it  in  substance  ihe  same  as  the  first. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  it  was  taken — yea» 
74,  nays  81.     So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Thdrsday,  December  12. 

Three  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York 
Westel  Willoughby.  jun.;  from  Virginia.  John 
Randolph  ;  and  from  South  Carolina,  Thou a.8 
Mo>jRE.  ap|i**ared  and  took  their  seals. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Managers  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal 
Company,  formerly  presented.  He  moved  that 
it  be  referred  lo  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Ingham  said,  he  was  (riendly  to  the  me- 
morial, but  suggested  the  propriety  ol  its  bein<T  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Canals  and  Ro°ads 
already  created. 

Mr.  Wright  remarked  that  this  case  was  not 
an  application  for  a  canal  to  be  laid  out,  or  estab- 
lished by  law,  but  was  materially  distinguishable 
from  ihai  case  ;  that  already  a  company  had  fixed 
the  site,  aod  made  considerable  progress  in  the 
business;  but  finding  their  funds  inadequate  to 
the  object,  Pennsylvania.  Maryland,  and  Dela- 
ware, iiad  each,  on  their  application,  taken  a  con- 
siderable share  in  the  slock;  hence  we  were  not 
lelt  to  infer  the  propriety  of  cutting  the  canal  or 
the  site  of  it.  Tins  memorial,  alter  exhibiting 
the  apftrobation  of  the  private  and  public  adven- 
turers, asks  ihe  United  States  also  to  become  ad- 
venturers and  stockholders,  to  aid  in  the  comple- 
tion of  so  important  a  work.  I.  sir.  can  have  no 
objection  to  ihat  committee  ;  but  in  the  mass  of 
their  labors,  I  presume  it  will  not  be  so  exclusively 
attended  to  as  if  submitted  to  a  select  committee 
to  which  I  hope  ic  may  be  referred. 

It  was  referred,  however,  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  C<inals. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  peiiiion  of 
tlie  Kentucky  Aboliiion  Society,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CoNDicT,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Doctor  James  Smiih,  reported 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  heretofore  passed, 
'•for  the  encouragement  of  vaccination,"  which 
was  read  iwice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  select  commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  acting 
Secretary  of  War,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutioo 
of  the  4th  instant,  were  luslructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  opening  ihe  road  from  Rey- 
noldsburffh.  in  the  State  ol  Tennessee,  to  inter- 
sect the  Natchez  road,  as  surveyed  and  marked 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose; 
and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brya.n,  the  Committee  oq 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  imjuire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  pay- 
ment ol  such  articles  of  military  clothing  as  may 
be  due  soldiers  discharged  from  the  Army  of  the 
United  States. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bennett,  the  Cotnraiitee  of 
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s  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
pedipncy  of  modifying  or  repealing  the  act. 
d,  "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  re- 
;<i.   of  wiii».«,  spirituous  liquor?,  and  foreign 
'landise." 
engrosiiei]   bill  for   the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
ams,  was,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
-  _.  Wright,  ot  Maryland,  from  the  commit 
tf'Jfc  whom  tise  subject  was  referred,  reported  a 
bjll^io  authorize  the  ietilement  and  payment  of 
c^r;*,n  claims   lor  the  services  of  the  iniliiia." 
MTm^  bill  requires  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Trfi'ury  to  credit  and  settle  all  accounts  for  ser- 
▼  icjLof  any  dt-tachments  of  militia  called  into 
ser^e  und^r  ihe  authority  of  the  States  for  the 
def^c^  o'^  "oy"  part  of  the  United  States  again.-l 
ijie- /n  vaMon  ot  the  enemy  during  the  late  war,  in 
t(ie  fume  manner  and   on  the  same  principle.s  as 
nis  for    the  .service?  of  militia  called   out 
the  auibority  cf  the  United  States — pay- 
iherefur  to  be  made  in  six  per  cent,  stock, 
created  for  the  purpose,  provided  the  States 

sled  shall  accept  the  same  as  full  saiisfac- 

tiot.  J'or  the  claims.]     The   bill  was  twice  read, 
and  Ijmmitted. 

Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Military 
iitiee.  reported  a  bill  to  establish  three  ad- 
il  Miliiiiry  Academies,  (one  in  this  Dis- 
iine  at  Mount  Dearborn.  South  Carolina, 
e  in  the  vicinity  of  Newport.  Kentucky! 
at  thMconfluer.re  of  the  Ohio  and  Licking  rivers.) 
The  ill  received  the  Usual  readings,  and  was 
coma  ited  to  tlie  same  committee  to  whom  was 
cciii^iited  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
cmpfLof  invaliJri. 

!M\  Wii.de,  of  Georgia,  offered  for  considera- 
tion je  followijig  resolution,  under  the  impulse 
of  pjl  live  infoimation  of  its  necessity;  to  pre- 
corimitted   by    the   sales 


▼entv  auds 
abi'o:#.  and  i 


auds  coramitted    by    the   sales  of  vessels 
di>ciiarging  theseamen  without  pay 
lDrni'#if  iheir  wages,  dec: 

Ramvtd,  That  the   Committee    on   Foreign   Rela- 

inttrurteil  to  inquire  what  •Iteritioni  are  ne- 

in  the   several   acts  for    the    government   and 

n  of  Re»iri:en  in  the  merchant  aervice,  and  for 

f  of  sick  apd  diaahled  seamen,  or  of  tfaoaedid- 

-j|  abroad  after  the  sale  of  their  Teaaela. 

Al  ir  some  o'rjservatiuns  from  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Wary  |nd,  respetiiing  exi>ting  laws  and  usages 
on  ih,/vubject,  aad  i  y  Mr.  Wilde,  the  resolution 
wais  ^A/eed  to. 

MrlhENNETT  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolutioi^  : 

tie.  ved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  jn^cted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing OFtnodifymg  trie  act  laying  duties  on  reUilers  of 
winca,|piriiuou8  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise. 

Mri^-0WNDE8,  of  South  Carolina,  remarked  I 
thai,  J  a  member  of  tiie  Committee  of  Ways' 
inu  AjJ-ans,  he  certainly  could  have  no  objeciioo 
Jo  an-«ii,quiry  which  the  House  might  direct- 
bui,  i^-iju  opinion,  there  never  had  been  a  mo- 
m«jiui;ien  there  was  less  inducemtnt  to  repeal 
lht.M^  Uian  now;  and  stronger  reasons  mK^hi 
perha^  be  adduced  for  lucreasing  than  for  redu- 


ciDfiT  if.     He   had  riseo   only  to  say,  thai  he  did 
not  wish  those  who.  with  him.  would  vote  for  the 
inquiry,    because  requested    by  a   member,  to    be 
considered  as  at  all  pledged  to  co-operate  in  the 
ultimate  object  of  the  mover. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  (who 
•suggested   the  great  economy  and  saving'to  the 
United  Slates,  as  well  as  benefit  to  the  soldiers 
of  such  a  provision.)  it  was  ' 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  a  com- 
mutation for  money  of  the  bounty  land  to  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  army,  and  that  ihey  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  oiherwi.>e. 

Mr.  Atherton,  of  New  Hampshire,  offered 
lor  consideration  a  resolution  embracing  tbe  pro- 
position of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  ihe  United  Slates,  in  the  following  words : 

K'"^''',  ^!°"8""  •f>«"  h»Tf    power   to  esUblish  a 
^National  University." 

And  on  the  usual  question,  will  the  House 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion, it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  thus:  For 
con.idering  it  54,  against  it  86. 

NATIONAL  FLAG. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Wendover,  of  New  York 
Ihe  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  his 
motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of   altering  the  flag   of  the    Uuiied 

Mr.  W.  said  he  deemed  it  improper,  in  the 
present  stage  of  the  business,  to  di..cu,s  the  mer- 
iis  ol  the  proposition  to  alter  the  flag,  as  the  ob- 
ject of  „.  motion  was  inquiry  only.  As  lo  any 
esseritial  alteration,  he  hoped  no  man  in  the  House 

bTn  f 'rrr  '^  '^'t  *  ^^^^  ""'<"  ^^ich  had 

been  falsified  the  predictions  of  European  ora- 
tors and  paragraphists.  when  they  said  the  Yan- 
kee cock.bo.^s  were  to  be  speedily  driven  lom 
the  ocean.    His  object,  Mr.  W.  said  was  ,o  mak^ 

fhe  r.T"''  ''"^"""-  ^''^"^  fi-'  -dopted! 
the  flag  bore  one  star  and  one  stripe  fur  every 
Slate;  when  two  additional  Stales  entered  th^ 
U«.on,  the  fl.g  had  been  altered  by  a  sp  /.al  aa 
by  he  addition  of  two  stars  and  stripes  Jh^ch 
made  the  fl.g  correspond  to  the  fact.     Smc!  that 

to  the  proposed  inquiry.  "-ouseui 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Indiana,  said   he  had   for 

and    suggested    the  expediency  of  some  general 

ZolTT-   '^'  "^«'"  /ufure.-bypro'cUma 
^on  of  , he  Executive,  on  the  admis/too  of  new 
states  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New   York,  was  in  favnr  ol 
the  inquiry,  and  for  a  reason  different  Irom  that 

t>y  naval  gentlemen,  tl.at  our  flag  could  be  seen 

thl'^i  "?"';"^  ""  "'*^  ""'•"  *'  *  e^*""'^'  ^'^'ance 
iliaa  that  d  any  ^iher  nation,     ll  the  stripe,  and 
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stars  were  increased,  the  flag  would  become  less 
di-iinct  to  distant  observation,  which  Mr.  T.  was 
desirous  to  prevent,  and  therefore  was  in  favor  of 
restoring  the  flig  to  its  original  character  of 
thirteen  stars  and  stripes,  and  establishing  it  per- 
manently the  same. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  WENnovER  was  agreed  to, 
and  a  committee  ordered  to  be  appointed  accord- 
ingly. 

CARRIAGE  TAX. 

Mr.  Root,  of  New  York,  prefaced  a  motion 
he  rose  to  make  by  some  observations  to  show 
the  severity  of  the  operation  of  the  carriage  tax 
on  that  description  of  carriages,  (light  wa^zons, 
dtc.)  used  by  larruers  an.d  people  in  moderate  cir- 
cumstances, on  farming  and  market  busine.<«s,  and 
occasionally  in  carrying  families  to  church,  or  to 
see  their  neighbors,  «Su:.,  and  argued  that,  as  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  was  no  longer  pledged 
to  retain  the  tax,  it  should  be  dispensed  with 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  service.  He  then 
moved  — 

"  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  repealing  so 
much  of  the  law  laying  a  tax  on  carriages.  Sec,  as  re- 
lates to  carnages  and  harness,  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred dollars  in  value." 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
this  motion  so  as  to  strike  out  the  limit  lo  one 
hundred  dollars  in  value,  and  thus  to  include  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
whole  law.  He  predicated  this  motion  on  the 
inequality  of  the  operation  of  this  whole  tax, 
which  was  very  grievous  in  some  sections  of  the 
country,  while  in  the  larger  proportion  it  was 
scarcely   felt. 

Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  was  opposed  tOfMr. 
Wright's  motion,  thinking  that  no  tax  could  be 
more  equitable  than  a  tax  on  luxury  and  expen- 
sive habits.  As  to  the  inequality  of  the  tax.  it 
was  niore  than  counterbalanced  by  the  inequal- 
ity, in  an  inverse  proportion,  of  other  taxes. 

Mr.  Wright's  amendment  was  lost;  and  Mr 
Root's  motion  carried,  but  not  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 


i 


Friday,  December  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
William  Irvi.ng,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Archkr  (iresented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Hartford  county,  in  the  Siaie  of 
MaryUnd.  praying  that  a  law  be  passed  prohibit- 
ing, lor  a  limiu-d  time,  the  exportation  of  bread- 
stuffs,  and  the  distilling  of  spirituous  liquors  from 
gram,  in  cunseiiuencu  of  the  short  crops  of  those 
articles  nude  at  the  last  harvest,  and  the  high 
price  thty  now  bear.— Referred  to  tiie  Commiit'ee 
of  Commerce  and  Manulactures. 

Mr.  Detts.  from  the  coaimittee  appointed  on 
the  ptliiioii  of  Luther  Bingh.im,  made  report, 
which  was  read  :  When  Mr.  Betts  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  ol  Luiher  Biogha.ii,  whioh  was  read 
twice,  and  coinuiiiied  lo  a  Cumiuiitee  of  the 
whole  House  to-day. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  open- 
ing a  road  from  Louisville,  on  the  Ohio,  to  New- 
castle, and  thence  by  Bjone  court-house,  &,c.,  to 
Cincinnati ;  and  the  Committee  of  Pensions  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing to  the  heirs  of  Edward  Abbott  and  John 
Abbott  the  pay  due  to  them  fur  services  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  claim 
of  Peniland,  Hegins,  and  Co.;  which,  together 
with  said  petition,  was  referred,  on  moiiuii  of  Mr. 
T.  Wilson,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

MILITIA  OF  THE  STATES. 

The  Speaiceh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ftom  the  acting  Secretary  of  War.  enclosing  "A 
plan  for  classing  and  arming  the  militia,  and  for 
calling  them  lorth  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union, suppress  insurrections  and  repel  invasion," 
in  obedience  lo  a  resolution  of  this  House  passed 
on  the  16ih  of  April  last;  which  were  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  a  re-organization  of 
the  Miliiia.     The  report  is  as  lollows: 

Departmert  of  War,  Dec.  13,  1816. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Bouse 
of  Representaliveti,  dated  the  I6lh  of  April  last,  re- 
questing the  Secretary  of  War  "  to  report,  at  an  early 
day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  system  for  the 
organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia,  best  calcu- 
lated, in  his  opinion,  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  that 
force,  when  called  into  Ihe  public  service,"  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  plan. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  &c. 

GEO.  GRAHAM, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

He.nrt  Clat,  Speaker  House  of  Heps. 


.\  Plan  for  classing  and  arming  the  militia,  and  for 
calling  them  forth  lo  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes. 
The  militia  of  the  United  States  shall  be  classed  by 
the  proper  authority  of  the  several  Slates  and  Territo- 
ries, in  the  following  manner  : 

Those  between  eighteen  and  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  shall  be  called  the  minor  class;  those  between  the 
age  of  twenty-one  and  thirty-one  years  of  age,  shall  be 
called  the  junior  class  ;  and  those  over  thirty-one,  and 
under  forty-five  years  of  age,  shall  be  called  the  senior 
class  of  militia. 

That  the  militia  of  the  minor  class  shall  be  liable  to 
be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  State  or  Territory  to  which  they  belong,  for  a  term 

not  exceeding months. 

The  militia  of  the  senior  class  shall  be  liable  to  be 
called  into  ILe  service  of  the  United  Slates,  within  the 
State  or  Territory  to  which  they  belong,  and  in  the 
adjoining  States  and  Territories,  lor  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing   months. 

The  miiitia  of  the  junior  class  shall  be  liable  to  b« 
called  into  the  service  oi  the  United  Slates,  for  tbe 
performance  of  any  duty  requirable  ot  the  niililia  under 
the  Consiilulion  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  lor  a  term  not 
exceeding months. 
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"il  at  when    »ny  portion  of  the  militia  of  the  junior 
<rl»iA*hall  be  caJled  into  the  Borvice  of  the  United  States, 

rriS '"^™   e»^<-f«^'n« months,  they  shall,  by  the 

U«f*d  States,  t<e  armed,  equipped,  and  clothed,  in  the 
«»»..r  manner  ur  the  regular  troops. 

at  the  mil*ia  of  the  minor  and  junior  classes,  of 
Jivis-ion.  «UII  be  annually  assembled  at  not  more 
wo  cantoomenu  within   the  same,  at  such  time 
ace,  and  \ot  such  periods,  as  shall  be  designated 
t  proper  avthnrity   of  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
;  during  which  time,  they  shall  be  trained  under 
uthority  of  the  States  agreeably   to  the  system, 
line,  and  TjKjlice,  which  is  or  may  be  adopted  for 
iivemraenl  of  the  Army.     And  officers  of  experi- 
shall  be  dx'tailed  by  the  Executives  of  the  several 
,^T'    ""^   T..rriiories,  who  shall,  at   the   times  and 
pliv**   appoints,  organize  the  militia  so  assembled. 
int..4companies.  battalions,  regiments  and  corps,  and 
comjand  the  sojae  accordingly,  during  their  encamp- 
m«t^;  /  rortded  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  non- 
f|^'ir'"'°"f^   o.hcers.  under  thirty-orje  years  of  age, 
•.rh(i»inay  not  W  detailed  for  command,  punctually  to 
«tte,"=»l  such  encampment  of  their  division,  and  act  in 
•"y  Af'P*''''3'  of   staff,    or  non-commissioned    officer, 
Tfe/hall    be    issigned   ihcm  :   Provided  also.  That 
pitia  of  the; said  minor  and  junior  classes,  bclong- 
,  ihe  caralfV,  shall  attend,  and  be  organized   and 
Sled  as  infantry. 

\i  whilst  tlw.  militia  are  so  assembled,  they  shall 

V-isted  and  equipped  at  the  expense  of  the  United 

provided  ifiey  shall  be  called  out  and  embodied  by 

leral  Sute-;,  for  a  periodnot  less  than weeks. 

[t  the  milu^  shall  be  organized  by  the  Legisla- 
\\  the  scv.ral  Sialca  and  Territories,  into  divis- 
irigades.  reijiments,  and  corps;  and  that  the 
Lation  of  »he  regiments  of  infantry,  riflemen, 
^valry,  shaj;  be  the  same  as  u  now  prescribed  for 
"°"""""  ;'f  ''le  infantry  of  the  United  States, 
iposed  of  four  regiments  of  in- 
iflemcn.one  battalion  of  artil- 
the  corps  of  artillery  of  the 
regur*  army  is. now  organized.)  and  of  as  many 
troop^of  cavalry,  as  the  Executives  of  the  several 
Btac^nd  1  errioriea  may  authorize,  not  exceeding 

An^the  pnvatrs  of  the  rifle  regiment,  and  of  the 
n!|»t>^n panics  o>  each  regiment  of  infantrv.  shall  be 
^i'}A  '"^""  ^'"P*-"    Ihe  ages  of  eis^hteen  and 

-rki''l""'!-    ■'^'''°  brigades  shall  form  a  division. 
£  '   7"  '^'''■^  ^®  erected  in   each  State  and  Ter- 
nr..ry|^.v  the    Urjted  States,  one   or  more  arsenal  or 
ae,«tji>;r  arms,  e.^uipments.  tents,  and  equipage,  from 
upphesshill  be  furnished  upon   requisitions  of 
cuiives  of  Stales  or  Territories,  made  upon  the 
^tfpartment,;from   which  all  orders  for  the  deliv- 
upplies   o.ust    be    given  ;  and   the   arms  and 
nu  so  delivered  shall  be  charged  to  the  States 
rritories,    ynder  the   provisions   of  the    act  o» 
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the    militia;   Provided,  That,  in    lieu   of  the 
gallon   un.fer  that  act,  there  shall  be  applied 
^,  under  life  direction  of  the   President  of  the' 

|>tate8,  the.BUin  of dollars. 

huch  tentK-  and  camp  equipage  as  may  be  de- 
r  'i*  mil'Tia.  shall   be  receipted  for  at  the  de 


That  whenever  the  United  States  shall  be  invaded 
or,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  thall  be  in  immi' 
nent  danger  of  invasion  from  any  foreign  nation  or 
Indian  tribe,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  forth  such 
numbers  of  the  militia  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to 
repel  such  invasion.  ^ 

That  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof  be  obslruct.d  by 
combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  'the 
ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  pow- 
ers vested  by  Isw  in  the  marshals,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  call  forth  such  portion  of  the  mili- 
tia as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  necessary  to  suppresa 
such  combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly 
executed.  ■' 

That,  whenever  it  may  !)«  necessary,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President,  to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  his  duty  forthwith,  by 
proclamation,  to  command  such  insurgents  to  diaperae 
and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes,  within 
a  time  to  be  limited  in  the  proclamation. 

That  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  Slate  or  Ter- 
ritory  against  the  Government  thereof,  it  shall  l>e  the 
duty  of  the  President,  on  the  application  of  the  Uegia- 
lature  of  such  State  or  Territory,  or  of  the  Executive 
of  such  State  or  Territory,  when  the  Legislature  there- 
of cannot  conveniently  be  convened,  to  call  forth  auch 
number  of  the  militia  of  any  State  or  Territory  as 
may,  in  his  opinion,  be  sufficient  to  auppress  such  in- 
suircction. 

That  whenever,  from  any  of  the  occurrences  herein 
mentioned,  it  shall  become  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  call  forth  the  militia,  he  may  require  the  (Jovernor 
or  Commander-in-chief  of  the  miliiia  in  any  Slate  or 
i  erritory,  or  auch  officer  of  the  militia  as  he  may 
judge  expedient,  to  execute  his  orders,  so  far  as  they 
may  be  applicable  to  their  respective  commands. 

That  whenever  any  part  of  the  militia  shall  be 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  their  or- 
ganization shall  be  the  same  as  may,  at  the  time,  be 
provided  by  law,  for  the  organization  of  the  Army  of 
the  Lniled  States;  except  when  called  out  by  com- 
panies, corps,  regimenu,  or  brigades,  when  they  shall 
preserve  their  local  organization. 

That  the  militia  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Stales  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war  which  are,  or  shall  be.  provided  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

I  hat  every  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer,  who 
shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  President,  or  the 
orders  of  a  superior  officer  of  the  milit.a,  which  may 
be  issued  in  virtue  of  such  order.,  in  any  of  the  case, 
before  recited,  for  calling  forth  the  milit...  .hail  forfeit 

aod  pay  a  sum   not  exceeding months'  pay.  „or 

ess    han  —  months'  pay,  which  he  would 'be  enti- 

Lnited  States   for  hfo,  or  such  term  of  years  as  shall 
be  determined  and  judged  by  a  court  martial. 

i  hat  every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musi- 
cian and  private  of  the  militia,  who  shall  be  detached 
as  aforesaid,  and  shall  di.obey  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent, or  of  any  superior  officer,  for  the  purposes  of  car- 
rying into  effect  the  object  herein  contemplated,  shall 
be  liable  to  be    tried   by   a  court   martial,  and   receive 


•  .    ,  -J     •    «."uii    iiiaiiijc,    aiiu    receive 

!  officers    designated  Vo'r"tha7nurVse'bv  t"he'    ZSa^'  "  '"  ^"'""^^   °"'  ''^  '^'  ""»"•"'  '«*» 
*e.  of  thei.everal  States  and   Terrm'ries   and    ZnlTlm  "'•^'  '"'^'  moreover,  the  non-commis- 

to  fhem  •  i',„..v.^  T. ,-.  ^"'|«^"'''v«'nd    sioned  office^,  musician,  and  private,  detached  as  afore- 

•aid,  or  shall  be  accepted  as  sub»mutes.  as  hereinafter 
mentioned,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  march  and 
join  his  corps,  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  bia  superior 


^to-them  :  ¥rond.d,  Ti^i-c^,;]^^];--- 

than    i.      " '"»>'^  returned  without  other  damage 
iaan  t*.u»ua|  mjujy  of  service. 
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officer  in  the  detachment,  shall  be  considered  as  a  de- 
serter from  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  shall 
be  dealt  with  accordingly :  Provided,  nevertheless, 
That  any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  pri- 
vate of  the  militia,  who  shall  be  detached  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  a 
right  to  furnish  an  able-bodied  man  belonging  to  the 
militia  as  a  substitute. 

That  regimenUl  chaplains  in  the  militia  which  have 
been,  or  shall  be,  called  into  the  service  of  the   United 
States,  shall  receive  the  same  monthly  pay  and  rations 
as  a  captain  of  infantry,  with  the  addition  of  forage  for 
one  horse  ;  and  whenever  called  forth  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,   division  quartermasters  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  pay,  emolumenU,  and  allowance  of  a 
deputy  quartermaster  general  ;  brigade  quartermasters 
to  the  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowance  of  an  assistant 
deputy  quartermaster  general ;  and   regimental  quar- 
termasters to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieutenant 
of  infantry,  and  sixteen    dollars  per  month  in  addition 
thereto,  and  forage  for  one  horse  ;  division  inspectors 
shall  be  entitled  to  the   pay,  emolumenU,   and  allow- 
ances of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  infantry  ;  brigade  ma- 
jors to  the  pay,  emolumenU,  and  allowances  of  a  major 
of  infantry  ;  aids-de-camp  to  major  generals    to    the 
pay.  emolumenU,  and  allowances  of  a  major  of  caval- 
ry ;  and  aids-de-camp  to  brigadier  generals  to  the  pay, 
emoluments,  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of  cavalry. 

That  the  expenses  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  by 
marching  the  militia  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  to  their  places  of  rendezvous,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  requisition  of  the  President,  or  which  shall 
have  been,  or  may  be,  incurred  in  cases  of  calls  made 
by  the  authority  of  any  State  or  Territory  which  shall 
have  been,  or  may  be,  approved  by  him,  shall  be  ad- 
justed and  paid  in  like  manner  aa  the  expenses  incur- 
red after  their  arrival  at  such  place  of  rendezvous,  on 
the  requisition  of  the  President :  Provided,  That  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  be  considered  as  authori- 
zing any  species  of  expenditure  previous  to  arriving  at  ' 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  which  is  not  provided,  by  ex- 
isting laws,  to  be  paid  for  after  their  arrival  at  such 
place  of  rendezvous. 

That  in  all  cases  when  a  brigade  of  militia  shall  be 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  brigade  major  of  such  brigade  to  in- 
spect and  muster  the  same,  and  sign  the  muster  rolls. 
If  less  than  a  brigade  of  inihtia  be  called  into  the  ser- 
▼ice  of  the  United  States,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
a  brigade  major  of  the  division  wherein  such  mihtia 
may  rendezvous,  to  inspect  and  muster  the  same,  and 
sign  the  muster  rolls  ;  two  musters  to  be  made  in  the 
manner  aloresaid,  one  on  the  assembling,  and  the 
other  on  the  discharge  of  such  militia.  If  it  should  so 
happen  that  there  be  no  brigade  major  in  the  brigade 
where  such  mihtia  shall  be  called  out,  or  in  the  divi- 
sion where  they  hhall  rendezvous,  the  commanding 
officer  may  direct  any  officer,  under  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, to  inspect  and  muster  the  militia  so 
called  forth. 

That  no  writ  or  civil  process,  issuing  from  any  court 
of  the  Lnited  States,  shall  be  served  upon  any  militia 
man,  or  levied  upon  his  property,  while  performing 
mihtia  duty  in  the  service  of  the  L-nited  States;  nor 
•hall  any  judgment  be  entered  in  the  said  courU,  in 
any  of  the  aforesaid  cases. 

All  offences  committed  by  the  officers,  non-commia- 
•loned  officers,  privates,  or  musicians  of  the  militia, 
subsequent  to  their  detachment  for  the  service  of  the 


United  States,  or  orders  to  march  for  that  service  agree- 
ably herewith,  and  before  their  assembling  at  the  ap- 
;  pointed  place  of  rendezvous,  shall  be  tried  by  courU 
martial,  to  be  composed  of  militia  officers  only,  of  the 
State  orSTerritory  to  which  such  delinquenU  shall  be- 
long,  not  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 
All  offences  committed  by  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  privates,  or  musicians  of  the  militia 
whilst  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  Slates,  shall' 
be  tried  by  courU  martial  composed  of  militia  officers 
only  in  the  service  of  the  United  States :  Provided, 
That  offences  committed  whilst  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  may  be  tried  and  punished,  although  the 
term  of  service  of  the  delinquent  may  have  expired,  and 
the  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  such  offences  shall  be 
composed  of  militia  officers,  without  regard  to  their 
having  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

That  if  any  delinquent,  directed  to  be  summoned  to 
appear  before  a  court  martial  for  neglect  or  refusal  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  President,  shall  be  absent  when 
any  non-commissioned  officer  shall  call  to  summon 
him,  a  copy  of  the  summons  or  written  notice  thereof, 
signed  by  him,  and  left  with  some  person,  of  suitable 
age  and  discretion,  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  such 
,  delinquent,  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  day  of  ap- 
[  pearance.  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  a  sufficient 
summons  of  such  delinquent;  and  in  case  of  the  non- 
appearance of  such  delinquent,  the  court  martial  may 
proceed  on  his  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had 
appeared  and  plead  not  guilly  of  the  charge  exhibited 
against  him. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  of  any  court 
martial,  for  the  trial  of  militia,  if  required,  and  upon 
his  being  duly  satisfied  that  such  testimony  is  material 
to  the  trial,  to  issue  his  precept,  directed  to  any  person 
to  be  summoned  as  a  witness,  commanding  his  or  her 
attendance  at  such  court,  to  testify  for  or  against  the 
person  to  be  tried,  as  the  case  may  be  ;  and  any  wit- 
ness having  been  duly  summoned,  and  failing  to  ap- 
pear  without  a  reasonable  excuse,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  by  bill, 
plaint,  or  information,  in  any  court  of  competent  ju- 
risdiction. And  if  any  witness,  when  called  upon  for 
that  purpose,  shall  refuse  to  testify,  or  shall  behave 
with  contempt  to  the  court;  or  if  any  other  person 
shall  use  any  menacing  words,  signs,  or  gestures,  in 
presence  thereof,  or  shall  cause  any  riot  or  disorder 
therein,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  court  to  punish 
every  such  offender  by  imprisonment,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  one  month,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the 
sentence,  judgment,  or  order  of  any  court  martial,  for 
any  of  the  offences  specified  in  the  last  clause  of  the 
preceding  article,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  is- 
sue an  order  to  any  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia. 
not  below  the  rank  of  captain,  commanding  him  to 
carry  the  same  into  effect  by  raUitary  force,  whose  daty 
it  shall  be  to  obey  the  same,  and  execute  the  order 
accordingly. 

That  on  the  trial  of  delinquenU  for  offences  not  cap- 
ital, by  any  such  court  martial,  the  deposition  of  wit- 
nesses taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  per- 
son authorized  to  take  affidaviu  to  be  read  in  any  court 
of  record  in  the  Stale  or  Territory  where  the  same 
shall  be  taken,  may  be  read  in  evidence,  provided  the 
prosecutor  and  person  accused  are  present  at  taking 
the  same,  or  are  duly  notified  thereof.  And  further, 
that  the  returns  of  captains,  or  other  commanding  offi- 
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irt  of  compjnieB  of  JelinquenU  draughted  or  ordered 
tip  the  Mjrrice  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have 
LiuaeJ  or  i;/glected  to  enter  the  same,  sworn  to  a.-; 
Lresaid,  sh'tll  be  competent  evidence  of  the  facts 
'erein  cont;<lned. 

rThat  i/an^"  person  shall  willingly  swear  false  before 
^y  such  cou<^  martial,  or  in  any  affidavit  or  deposition 
pen  as  afo^said,  he  or  she  shall  be  adjudged  to  be 
(ilty  of  wil'al  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  shall  be  in- 
ried,  tried,  ^nd  punished  accordingly,  by  any  court 
'  competent  jurisdiction,  in  the  Stale  or  Territory 
V  'lere  such  o'Jence  shall  be  committed. 

;  J  TONNAGE  DUTIES. 

i  JS\t.  Lowndes,   of  Souili   Carolina,  from    the 

'  CLmmillee  of  Ways  and  Mt-ans,  introduced  the 

»;  (plowing  report  and  bill: 

'      |The  Committee   of  Ways  and    Means,  who   have 
b-fn    instrufied  to    inquire    into    the    expediency    of 
nding  ih*  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  du- 
on  imf)c,t8   afTd  tonnage,"   so  far  as  it  relatea  to 
,'e«  on  tonnage,  report: 

That  It  ai'peani,  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
'    Treasury,  which    accompanies   this    report,  that, 
:!er  the  construction  put  by  the   'i'reasury  Depart- 
r.t  upon  "the  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports 
tivi  tonnage,'  the  duty  paid  upon  foreign  vessels  en- 
ling  the   po»ts  of  the   United   Sutes   has  been  two 
d<9*r»  per  toi..  as  well  since  as  before  the  30th  of  June 
liM.     The  co.umitlee   have    no   hesiUtion  in  recom- 
^    ing  to  thi-  House  a  bill,  which  will  make  the  rate 
ofrlaiy  upoo^  the  tonnage  of  vessels  engaged   in   a 
tr^o  which  i<  open  to  American  navig:.tion,  the  same 
t^j  provided, by  the  act  of  July  20th.  1790.     By  this 
>jy4Uie  duty  i[)on  vessels   of  the  United  States  enter- 
Tom  a  foiyign  port,  is  six  cenu  per  ton;  on  ve»- 
i)Uilt  within  the  United  Suies,  after  the  20th  day 
Jy,  1789,  iiut  belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to  sub- 
of  forelg;^    Powers,  thirty  cents  per  ton,  and  on 
vessels  rifly  cents  per  ton.     This  low  rate   of 
cannot   j*udently  be   applied  to  vessels  engaged 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  poru  from 
h  American  tonnage  u  excluded.     The  subject  of 
^  trade  ha**een  referred  to  the  Committee  of  For- 
ei^  Relations,  and  the  second  section  of  the  bill  pro- 
p<^*J  IS  intended  only  to  continue  it  in  the  state  in 
w     'ii  It  has  b,>en  placed  by  the  construction  of  the  act 
o(    .e  last  session,  until  that  committee  can  have  time 
to  *ature  a  more  extensive  and  adequate  remedy  for 
thaPmbarra&.ment8  of  our  navigation.     The  bill  pro- 
Uonlainsa   reference  to  the  act  of  1790,  instead 
petition  of  Its  enactment*.     A  different  course, 
[h  It  might  be  more  regular,  would  spread  upon 
fatute  book  many  minute   provisions,  which  the 
{e  of  a  navigation  law,  before  the  close  of  the 
n,  might  modify  or  repeal. 


li,  '^^'"'  '^''^fP^nS'  only,  "uch  foreign  ships  or 
•f  T>  "  '^''*  ^  cn'»^^reJ  from  any  foreign  port  or 
l.U«§.  to  or  with  which  vessels  of  the  United  States 
^ot  ordinarily  permitted  to  go  and  trade,  shall  be 
Uie*,me  as  ar^  provided  by  the  act.  entitled  'An  act 
HOj^.tng  duti«ti  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels," 
^  J  on  the  twenueth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
UJ  1790.  llov^d^d  alu^ays,  That  noltung  .nth"! 
•c^^oaiaiaed  ,Jiall  be  deemed  m  any  wi*e  to  impair 
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any  righu  and  privileges  which  have  been,  or  may  b©, 
acquired  by  any  foreign  nation  under  the  laws  and 
treaties  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  duty  on 
tonnage  of  vessels. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  all  foreign 
ships  or  vessels  which  shall  be  entered  in  the  United 
States  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  from  any 
foreigi.  port  or  place  to  and  with  which  vesscU  of  the 
United  States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  go  and 
trade,  there  shall  be  paid  a  duty  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
lars per  ton.  And  the  duties  provided  by  thia  act  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  in  the  name  manner,  and  under 
the  same  regulHtions,  as  are  prescribed  by  law  ia  re- 
lation to  the  duties  upon  tonnage  now  in  force. 

The  bill  was  conimided. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPT  LAW. 
Mr.   H0PKIN8ON,  of  Pennsylvania,   from   the 
Cummiliee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  '-to 
establish  an  uniform  system  uf  bankruptcy." 

In  iniroducinjT  the  bill.  Mr.  H.   observed,  that 
ilie  committee  hastened  to  bring  thi-s  subject  be- 
fore Congress,    und^r  an    imprehsion  of  n<  ereat 
importance,  and  with  the  hope  that  the   House 
would  ijive  the  subject   an   early  consideration. 
Tne  change  a  lew  years  ago  in  the  political  re- 
lations of  the  United  States,  and  the  correspond- 
iiig   course    of  commerce,    produced    embarrass- 
menis   among  commercial    men,  some  of  ihetn 
attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences.     If 
It  was  the  disposition  of  Congress  to  aff  ird  them 
some  relief  in  this  way,  the  sooner  it  Wds  done, 
the  better;   if  not,  the  earlier  this  determination 
WAS  known,  the  sooner  those  interested  would  be 
relieved  from  suspense.     Th.-  late  decision  o(  one 
of  the  Siate  courts  respecting  the  validity  of  acts 
of  insolvency  of  one   Slate  m   other  States.  &c. 
had    produced    an    uncertainly   on    this    subject' 
which   seemed   to   require  the  establishment    by 
the  General  Government,  of  some  rules  to  oper- 
ate with  equal  eff.-cl  throughout  the  Uuion.     This 
he  suggested   as  another   reason    why   Cjn<rress 
should  give  the  subject  a   serious  consideraUuo. 
Ihe  Irauds  which  take  place  under  the  Stale  in- 
solvent laws,  giving  to  one  creditor  unjust  pre- 
ference over  another,    &c,  Mr.  H.  said,  afforded 
another  argument  tn  favor  of  the  establisiuneni 
ot  an  uniform  system,  and   ought  to  induce  the 
House  to  give  an   early  cons.derati  m  to  the  bill 
which  the  coramiiiee  had  lusiructed  him  lo  re- 
port. 

The  bill  received  the  usual  readings  and  com- 
miiineni. 

COMPENSATION  TO  LATE  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  J0HN8ON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Military 
^-ommiliee,  reported  the  following  bill: 
A  Bill    making  donations   of  land  to  the    disbanded 
o'ficersof  the  late  Army. 

Ue  It  enacted,  ire..  That  donations  of  land  be  grant- 
ed to  all  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  who  have 
Deen  disbanded  as  supernumeraries,  either  in  consoli- 
H^lmg  regimenu  or  corps  during  the  late  war.  or  in 
reoucuig  the  army  conlormablv  to  the  act  of  March 
lUe  third,  one  thousand  eight  liundred  and  fifteen,  as 
ollows,  to  w.t;  to  each  major  general,  one  thousand 
two  Uuadred  and  eighty  ecrea ;   to  each  brigadier  gen- 
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course  of  reading  and 


eml,  one  thouaand  one  hundred  and  twenty  acrea;  to 
each  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel,  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  acres;  to  each  major,  eight  hundred  acres;  to 
each  captain,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  to  each 
■ubaltern,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  and  to  offi- 
cers of  the  medical  and  other  staff,  who  have  no  rank, 
in  proportion  to  their  pay  according  to  the  scale  afore- 
Mid. 

The  bill  took  the  usua 
commitment. 

THE  EXCISE  ON  SPIRITS. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  propose  a 
reholutioD  to  the  House.     His  object  in  offe.ing 
it  thus  early  was.  that  Congress  might  not  make 
such  an   impression   on    the   public  funds  as   to 
m^ke  his  motion   inapplicable.     He  said  lie  dis- 
covered, from  the  President's  Messa<:e,  that,  after 
meeting   every   demand    on    the    Treasury,   and 
many  of  them  were  of  an  extraordinary  character, 
arising  from  the  late  war,  th«re  would  remain  in 
the  Treasury,  at  ilie  close  of  the  year,  an  excess  of 
nine  million.s  of  dollars  j  and  also  ihaf,  on  making 
a  fair  and  accurate  calculation  of  the  amount  ne"- 
cesfcary   to  support   the   civil   list,   military   and 
naval   establisnments,    paying   the    interest,   and 
gradually  redeeming  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  there  would  remain  a  surplus  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  beyond  the  necessary  annual  ex- 
Dendiiure.     In  ihatca-e.  iheexcisecould  certainly 
be  dispensed  with.     He,  therefore,  meant  to  make 
a  motion  to  bring  into  view  ihal  object,  before 
some  extraordinary  disposition  was  made  of  the 
public   money  J   inasmuch   as  there  was  already 
on  ihe  table  a   bill  lo  establish  a  National  Uni- 
versity, Uie  first  cost  of  which  was  to  be  $200,000, 
without  taking  into  view  its  endowmeni ;  ano'iher 
bill  for  three  or  four  addiiiooal  .Military  Acade- 
mies, which  would  cosi  the  naiion   between  five 
hundred  thousand  and  a  million  of  dollars  ;  another 
for  a  corps  of  invalids  of  2  000  men,  which  is  to 
cost  a  million  a  year  or  more;  and  a  proposition 
lo  commute  the    bounties  of  land  given   to  the 
soldiers  into  specie,  which  will  co*t  perhaps  ten 
millions  more.     He  wished  first  to  see  the  excise 
taken  off,  and  then,  if  any  surplus  remained  they 
might  talk,  if  they  chose,  about  Military  Acade- 
mies and  Invalid  Corps.     After  adding  that  the 
tax  ID  question  was  a    peculiarly  oppressive  one 
and  operated  with  great  inequality,  Mr.  H.  offered 
the  following   resolution,  with  a  view  to  call  for 
the  consideration  of  it  at  a  luture  day  : 

"■Rciolved,  That  it  ia  expedient  lo  repeal  the  act 
enUtled  'An  act  to  repeal  the  existing  duiieaon  licenses 
to  distillers,  and  to  lay  other  dutiea  in  lieu  of  ihoHe  at 
present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillera  of  spirituous 
hquors,"  except  such  parU  thereof  as  may  enable  the 
Oovernment  lo  collect  the  sums  now  due  under  said 
•c^  or  may  become  duo  before  ihe  repeal  of  aaid  act 
Ukea  effecu" 

The  question  being  staled,  on  ordering  this  re- 
solve to  lie  on  the  tatile — 

Mr.  L0WNUE3,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was 
glad  ol  the  course  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
bad  given  to  his  resolution,  sup|M>sing  that  he 
meant  to  permit   it  to  lie  on  the  table   until  the 


annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  come  before  the  House.  When  that  re- 
port should  arrive,  the  view  which  the  eenlleinan 
Irora  Kentucky  and  the  House  would  take  of 
that  subject,  would  be  different  from  that  which 
they  would  now  take.  By  inferences,  drawn 
fr.,.n  the  amount  receivable  into  the  Treasury 
and  not  the  amount  actually  accrued  ;  from  an 
amount  from  which  no  deductions  were  made 
for  clainis  to  come  in  under  appropriations  of  the 
last  session— he  was  satisfied  an  erroneous  im- 
pression had  been  made  on  the  House  by  the 
Message,  both  in  reference  to  the  disposable 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  and  to  the  proportion 
between  ihe  annual  expenses  and  the  annual  re- 
ceipts in  the  Treasury.  From  the  surplus  esti- 
mated, must  be  deducted  the  amount  of  appro- 
priations for  the  payment  of  demands  not  yet 
rendered  but  forming  claims  on  that  surplus. 
On  a  full  examination  and  due  estimate  of  the 
expenses  and  future  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
Mr.  L.  said,  he  was  satisfied  even  the  gentleman 
frorn  Kentucky  would  entertain  views  of  this 
subject  widely  different  from  those  he  now  ex- 
pressed. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin  lies  on  the  table. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  instruct 
the  Comraiiiee  of  Claims  lo  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  remunerating  Henry  Brother*,  now 
of  Kentucky,  for  losses  sustained  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  by  the  United  Slates  Army,  and'the 
enemy. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  inquire  whe- 
ther this  case  was  not  included  in  the  act  of  last 
session,  for  compensating  claimants  for  certain 
lost  or  destroyed  properly. 

Mr.  Fletcher  said,  he  did  not  consider  it  to 
be  included  within  that  law;  but,  though  the  case 
was  not  embraced  by  that  law,  he  was  satisfied 
Congress  would  recognise  its  justice,  and  direct 
it  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  his  chief  object  was  to  take 
this  method  of  apprizing  the  House  of  ihe  fact 
that  the  execution  of  that  law  was  not  suspended' 
but  that  under  it  claims  were  daily  decided,  of 
the  same  character  as  thai  which  the  geoilemaa 
from  Kentucky  considered  not  to  come  within 
the  act. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  it  was 
impossible  to  say  whether  the  case  embraced  in 
this  resolution  was,  or  was  not,  proper  lo  be  pro- 
vided for,  since  none  of  the  circumstances  had 
been  stated  ;  but  certain  it  was,  that  the  act  of 
the  last  session  had  not  authorized  the  payment 
of  any  such  claim. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  he  was  glad 
to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  made  his 
opposition  to  this  motion,  not  from  any  opposition 
to  lis  merits,  hut  to  suit  a  different  proposiiion  of 
his  own,  which  the  House  had  more  than  once 
refused  10  consider,  and  which  he  hoped  would 
aiiaiu  be  refused  whenever  he  should  call  it  up. 
Tiie  lesuluiion  now  before  the  House  was  one  al- 
most, of  Course,  such  as  would  be  adopted  at  the 
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tquesi  or  ^uggeMion  of  any  meraber  of  llie  House 
i-a  moJe  oi  proceeding  arising  from  the  neces- 
Ity  of  the  case,  dccunoeots  to  support  the  claim 
log  sent  on  without  any  accompanying  petition. 
Ri  rt-lalion  to  the  proposition  the  gentleman  had 
Tlluded  to.-jt  was  not  before  the  House  now,  and 
^luld  not  Iw  debated.  Whenever  it  was,  Mr.  J. 
*.  id,  he,  loji,  should  take  occasion  to  say  what  he 
||)ew  of  tfiilaw  relating  to  the  payment  for  lost 
^opertv,  a^sd  of  its  execution. 
4Mr.  FoBBYTH  said,  it  was  certain,  indeed,  that 
^  propobiHon  had  not  been   taken  up  when  he 


•   t 
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^ed  for  iij  but  it  had  been  only  once  refused. 
4<^  '»e  ho[.?d  it  would  not  be  again.     If  it  were 
I'^per  herw  to  enter  into  the  question,  he  thought 
h^  could  sa-j>fy  the  House  that  the  course  which 
f   had    proposed  was  not  improper.     There  is, 
i;J   he,  a  faw  in  existence,  under   which  such 
.ims  are  fettled.     The  Commissioner  does  set- 
such  claims;  he  hajj  settled  them,  and  would. 
^)re>ume,; settle  this   claim.      He    wished  the 
-use   to  fte  apprized  of  the  fact,   that,  though 
^re  was  iw  law  authorizing  payment  of  such 
ims,  the  Commissioner  acted  as  H  there  were. 
Mr.  Flet.;her'3  motion  having  been  agreed  to 
—.  con.,  ^\T.  FoRhYTH  called  up  his  raotioo,  in 
oIIkwio:;  words: 

t'-solved,  'ITiat  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
bf^aiid  he  18  hereby,  requested  to  order  the  further 
e^euuon  ot  Oie  Mid  act  to  be  suspended,  until  the 
•liK.'cl  (hall  hi  dupoeed  of  by  thu  House. 

kir.  FoR&YTH  said,  he  thought  no  man  could 
Qk^a  the  propriety  of  doing  something  on  this 
su   ject,  If  lit-  would  properly  reflect  on  iL     One 
fa  •  ol  the  act  had  been  suspended  by  the  Presi- 
,df   (,  who  su-gested  in  his  Message  the  propriety 
.of;  wising  omer  parts  of  the  act ;   which  proposi- 
lic^.as  well  as  an  inquiry  into  the  acts  of  the 
Lcft.missiom.f.  was  now  before  a  committee  of 
th(f  House.  l<rom  want  of  understanding,  or  from 
of  inr^.grity,  incorrect  decisions   had   cer- 
,.y  been  ujade  by  the  Coramissiooer.     It  was 
^le  exirauTJinary.  Mr.  F.  s-aid,  alter  what  had 
'1  place,  Ciat  the  Commissioner  should  be  per- 
_..  fd  to  ex.\cute   the  remainder  of  the  act— to 
paf  judgme-5ts  to  an    indefinite  amount ;  these 
juo^me.iis  10; be  immediately  paid  at  the  Treas- 
tirygwithoui  .-evision  or  control.     This  required 
sou^.  interference  on  the  part  ot  this  House     We 

I!  i  iL-'^i*^'*'  *''*'  '=*  '"  '^o™^  f^om  what  is 
fasi  We  k.jow  that  erroneous  decisions  have 
bte^made  bi-  the  Commis.sioner ;  and  may  pre- 
.-.u..*  hat  others  will  be.  Mr.  F.  said,  there  ap- 
peaFd  to  h.m"  no  reasonable  objection  to  the  shape 
in  ^hich  he  had  brought  hi,  motion  before  the 
^f,  yet  he  was  not  wedded  to  it.  If  any  oiher 
^e  should  be  thought  better,  to  attain  the 
I  object,  lie  should  uot  object  to  it. 
McKe*  of  Kentucky,  was  not  in  favor  of 

»  01^  ol   the  CVjmmi,sioner,  under  one  section  of 
11-  \'  o^J  Mq  incorrect;  but  even  the  gentle- 
ma>^»rom  Ge.;rg.a  him>elf  had  not  alleged  that 
Jecj,,u,  uml,rr  other  brauche.  of  the  law  were 
fnCilrect.     W  iy,  then,  would  the  gealleman  sus- 


pend the  operations  of  a  public  officer,  against 
which  nothing  had  been  alleged  ?  For,  Mr.  McK. 
said,  he  heard  no  allegation  made  of  incorrect  de- 
cision in  regard  to  any  other  class  of  cases  thao 
those  coming  under  the  ninth  section  of  the  act 
which  the  President  had  already  suspended.  He 
could,  therefore,  see  no  necessity  or  propriety  in 
extending  the  resolution  so  widely  as  to  embrace 
cases,  on  the  decision  of  which  even  rumor  threw 
no  blame.  Besides,  the  subject  was  under  in- 
quiry by  several  committees.  Why  not  let  the 
committees  already  appointed  discharge  their 
duty?  Why  take  up  the  subject,  and  "act  thus 
prematurely  ?  For  any  decision  must  be  prema- 
ture, made  in  the  absence  of  that  ioforraatioa 
which  the  House  had  taken  the  usual  and  regular 
mode  of  obtaining.  ° 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  rose,  he  said 
to  ask  whether  any  answer  had  yet  been  received' 
to  the  call  of  the  House  on  the  President  for  in- 
formation  on  this  subject.     [Being  answered  in 
the  negative,  Mr.   G.  proceeded.]      He  said    he 
would  not  vote  to  suspend  the  execution  of  any 
law  10   which   the  citizens  had  a  right,  without 
proper  documentary  evidence  before  him.     Gen- 
tlemen    might    make   statements,    but    on    what 
foundation  ?     Public  rumor.     After   the  call  on 
the  Executive  for  information,  was  this  a  proper 
ground   or  the  proposed  a  proper  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding?    Before  a  single  document  was  before 
the  House,  it  would  be  a  most  strange  thing  to 
see  this  House  voting  to  request  the  suspension 
ot   the  execution  of  an  act,  respecting  which  so 
many  persons  trom  various  parts  of  the  country 
were  attending  in  this  city.     He  was  clearly  in 
favor  of  waiting  till  the  House  had  some  ground 
of  proceeding.     Without  going  into  the  question 
at  large,  it  appeared  to  him,  he  said,  it  would  be 
a  most  novel  proceeding  for  this  Hou.se  to  under- 
take to  request  of  the  President  the  suspension  of 
a  law,  by   which  course  an   independent   puWic 
officer  would  be  arrested  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties.     If  ,t   were  to  be  done  at  all    it 
ought  to  be  by  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  he  had 
been  opposed  to  this  resolution  the  other  day   be- 
cause he  believed,  as  the  President  had  adv'ised 
the  revision  of  other  parts  of  the  act  besides  the 
ninth  section,  that  the  Commissioner  would  not 
have  proceeded,  but  would  of  course  have  stayed 
his  proceedings  till  Congress  had  passed  on  the 
Pre^l'-  .P«  ^»"»™'"ee  of  Claims!  to  whorn  the 
President's  Message  was  referred,  had   taken  the 
the.  hli^J"  f  r'°";,<^«"'"derat.an.     This  morning 
they  had  had  the  Commissioner  before  them,  and 
clearly  ascertained  that  he  wa.  going  on  under 
etrery  section  o    the  act,  except  the  ninth.    I  take 
also  upon  myselt.  said  Mr.  Y,  the  responsibility 
ot  stating  that  some  decisions  have  been  made 
especiing  which  the  Commissioner  has  been  in- 
terrogated, as  much  without  authority  as  the  cases 
which  come  under  the  ninth  section.     He,  there- 

ot  the  act  should  be  suspended  until  it  was  re- 
vised Under  other  sections  of  the  act  decisions 
had  been  made,  which  were  as  groundless  as  any 
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which  had  been  made  under  the  ninth  section. 
As  for  the  authority  of  this  House  to  make  the 
request  of  the  President,  and  of  the  President  to 
suspend  the  law,  Mr.  Y.  said,  he  had  no  que  lion. 
The  Commissioner  was  a  mere  ministerial  officer, 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Executive;  he  was 
expressly  made  so  by  the  act  itself,  if  he  had  not 
been  so  otherwise. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  in  referring  to  the 
act  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims,  said,  it  had 
been  familiarly  called  at  the  last  session  the  Ken- 
tucky Horse  bill ;  its  title  would,  it  appeared,  have 
been  more  appropriate,  had  it  been  called  a  bill 
for  the  benefit  of  the  District  of  Columbia.     He 
doubted,  he  said,  whether  an  act  could   be  sus- 
pended without  the  authority  of  all  the  branches 
of  the  Government.     The  section  in  the  act  re- 
ferring to  the  President's  control,  was  designed  to 
establish  rules  of  evidence  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Commissioner,  and   not  to  take  away  his  inde- 
pendence or  right  of  decision.     He  said  he  could 
not  agree  that  Mr.  Lee  was  merely  a  ministerial 
officer;  he  was  a  judicial  officer,  having  a  right 
to  expound  the  law,  and  decid«>  on  the  evidence 
before  him.    A  constable,  sherifT,  or  marshal,  were 
ministerial  officers,    because    they    executed    the 
process  issued  by  the  courts;  but,  he  contended, 
the  President  had  no  more  right  to  remove  the 
Commis.«<ioner,  than  to  remove  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  nation.     The  mode  and  degree  of  adjudi- 
cation was  all   that  the   President  had  a  right   to 
prescribe.     He  wished  that  the  resolution  should 
lie  on  the  table,  until   it  should  come  before  the 
House  under  other  circumstances.     The  commit- 
tees appointed  on  the  subject  would  no  doubt  re- 
port in  a  few  days.     The  House,  he  inclined  to 
think,  could  not  properly   pass  the  resolve;  and, 
if  they  did,  wl.ai  would  be  the  effect?     To  the 
West,  the  sufferers  by  the  war  lived  at  a  distance 
of  seven  or  eight  hundred  miles,  and  their  claims 
had  scarcely  began  to  arrive.      Suspend  this  act 
for  a  month,  he  saiJ.  and  probably  three-fourths 
of  those  claims  would  go   unmanaged.  and  the 
losers  receive   no  compensation   for  their  losses, 
unless  they   would   employ  a  couple  of  lawyers, 
able  lawyers  as   the  Commissioner  had  notified 
the  people,   to  carry   through   their   twenty-five 
dollar  claims.     The  people  of  the  West  look  to 
their  Representatives  to  do  this  business  for  them. 
By  suspending  the  law,  said  he,  you  prevent  this, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  claimants.    Mr.  H.  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  he  was  not  quite  sure  that 
Congress  could  even  suspend  the  law  by  joint 
resolution. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  rose  lo  make 
the  suggestion  to  the  House  that  they  should  act 
on  the  subject  now,  if  at  all.  The  House  had 
been  informed  by  the  President  that  erroneous 
decisions  had  been  made  by  the  Commissioner 
under  other  sections  of  the  law  than  the  ninth  ; 
and  the  Commissioner,  going  on  in  the  same  spirit 
of  construction,  mighicommit  error  in  many  other 
cases.  If  the  law  was  suspended  at  all,  there- 
fore, it  was  important  it  should  be  done  now.  for 
the  reason  that  when  the  Commissioner  has  de- 
cided, his  decision  is  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the 


money  ;  and  some  individuals  would  receive  mon- 
ey for  claims  of  a  character  which  Congress,  in 
revising  the  law.  might  not  choose  to  allow  to 
others.  Mr.  B.  was.  however,  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  House  could  not  act  upon  the  law,  but 
in  conjunction  with  the  Senate;  for  a  suspension 
is  a  qualified  repeal  ot  a  law.  and  the  same  power 
only  can  repeal  which  enacts  it. 

Mr.  Tacl,  of  Kentucky,  agreed  in  the  view 
which  his  colleague  had  taken  of  the  proposition 
before  the  House,  which  was  certainly  one  of  the 
most    extraordinary   proceedings  ever    heard  of. 
At  the  last  session,  the  act  referred  to  had  passed 
by  a  large  majority,  and  the  Commix-ioner  ap- 
pointed had  proceeded  to  execute  it.     The  Exec- 
utive, conceiving  the  Commissioner  to  have  ex- 
pounded   this    law    erroneously,    had    directed  a 
particular  section  to  be  reserv^-d  for  the  decision 
of  Congress.     Mr.  T.  conceived,  that,  to  p^ss  this 
resolution,  under  the  circumstances,  would  be  to 
pass  an  indirect  censure  on  the  Executive.     So 
f^r.  said  Mr.  T..  as  I  have  any  knowledge  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Commn.sJoner,  he  has  given  rigid 
constructions  to  the  law,  operating  with   much 
severity  on   the  Western  people,  and  subjecting 
them  to  much  trouble  and  inconvenience,  which 
had   not  been  anticipated.     Till  the  House  was 
explicitly   informed   that  the  Commissioner  was 
giving  erroneous  decisions  at  this  time,  Mr.  T. 
hoped  the  House  would  not  adopt  a  course  which 
would  operate  so  hardly  on  claimants  from   the 
Western  country.     If  confidence  is  to  be  refused 
to  this  officer,  why  is  not  his  conduct  arraigned  in 
a  proper  manner  ?     Mr.  T.  said  he  had  not  heard 
it  intimated  that  confidence  was  not  to  be  reposed 
in  the  Commissioner.     The  only  error  imputed 
to  him,  was  in  construing  the  ninth  section  (pro- 
viding for  payment  for  houses  occupied  as  mili- 
tary depots)  to  include  houses  in   which  troops 
were  at  the  lime,  or  had  been  any  short  lime  pre- 
viously,  stationed.      Decisions   under   that   con- 
struction had  been  suspended,  and  iVlr.  T.  hoped 
the  resoluti  a  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisinna,   was  also  op- 
posed to  the  resolution.     If  the  Commissioner  had 
acted  correctly,  it  was  as  the  law  intended,  and 
there  was  no  motive  for  suspending  the  law;  if 
incorrecily.  the  proper  course  would  be  to  remove 
the  officer.     Mr.  R.  doubted,  he  said,  the  power 
of  the  Executive  to  suspend  a  law  of  the  land; 
he  could  see  that  such  a  power  might  be  exer- 
cised in  a  manner  very  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  country,  without  referring  to  any  particu- 
lar case.     Mr.  R.  doubted  also  the  pro[»riety  of 
acting  on  this  subject  from  the  motives  suggested 
by  the  gentleman    from   Georgia.     The  suspen- 
sion (temporary  repeal)  of  a  Uw  should  be  as  de- 
liberate as  the  passage  of  the  act.     Let  us  not  pur- 
sue a  course,  in  resj>eci  to  whi<-h  our  powers  are 
very  doubtful.     He  lived  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
country,  in  regard  to  which,  though  manv  claims 
have  been   decided  nearer  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, the  law  is  as  yet  a  dead  letter,  as  it  is  to  alt 
(tarts  of  the  country  at   the  same  distance.     In 
regard  to  the  S'ate  of  Louisiana,  not  a  single  claim 
bad  yet  come  before  theCommissionerjanJ  Mr.R. 
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not,  ibtrefore.  disposed  to  arrest  the  proceed- 
s  of  the  Comniissiooer  at  the  raomenl  the  dis- 
,(jt  claial^  (night  be  expected  to  present  them- 
"res,  III  regard  lo  the  CommisNioner.  Mr.  R. 
id.  bis  being  retained  in  office  by  the  President 
IS  presu.Tipiire  evidence  in  his  favor.  He  con- 
Jded  hii  remarks  by  expressing  his  douht  of  the 
^opriety  o\  suspending  the  operation  of  a  law, 
f.d  partioL'larly  the  propriety  of  this  House  act- 
;r  on  it. 

Wr.JoaifsoN,  of  Kentucky,  said,  the  discussion 
icl«  had   already  taken    place  on   this  subject 
Md  save  him  and  the  House  the  pain  of  many 
•larks   hf   would    olherwi.Ne    have  made.     He 
>umed  J  little  more  information  in  his  pos.ses- 
n.  and  known  to  some  others,  would  enable  the 
use   to   .lecide  correctly  on   this  que.Nlion.     I 
ture  to  -.ay,  continued  Mr.  J.,  and  I  believe  it 
ot  in  opposition  to  anything  suggested  by  any 
er  geniirman,  that  since  the  sitting  of  Con- 
ss  there  »as  not  been  any  decision  of  the  Com- 
ft»»sioner  '-hich  any  member  on  this  floor  has 
tj4amioed,  ^nd  will  say  that  it  contravenes  the 
'ules.     I  have  made  it  my  duty  to  make  proper 
uiry.  anJ  do  say  (here  has  nut  been  a  decision 

■-'V*"}'/"'^'"^"  "''  "■'"  House  or  the  President 
^•^ihe  Vnnad  States  would  not  approve;  that 
t*  Jeci.ion-.  of  the  Commissioner  have  been  re- 
sij;^ied  tc  c^ses  without  doubt,  and  that  it  is  his 


< 
\ 

t 

x  s^jmn  deftrmination,  not  out  orres'iTect' to  t'he 
•  ^tfislaiurr  noerely,  but  out  of  respect  to  himself 
j,  u^  account  of  the  difficulties  in  which  he  mi-ht 
i4fiyrw..e  L-  involved,  to  suspend  all  cases  in%- 
n  to  which  a  doubt  could  be  raised.  He  is 
ingonlv  on  cases  in  which  there  can  be  no 
le>tion.     Under  tliis  declaration  from  me,  said 

_^r.J.,andK«owing  that  Mr.Leehasrejected.  from 

y^«puluus  motives,  cases  which  he  ought  tJ  have 

ri«sed   I  hope  the  Hou.e  will  not  agree  to  a  mea- 

,<  which  will  arreM  the  decision  of  aoumerous 

J^^o    casts  o/  horses  lost  for  want  of  forage 

r^es  ki  led  in  battle.  iSc,.     One  word  as  to  alanu 

. -.-^^gard  to  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner. 

I  J>J.f>at  gendeman,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  knew  but  liitle  ; 

Mfrt  as  much  as  he  did  know,  he  was  a  man  ol 

:i  W^r"y,an.,  beyond  the  reach  of  any  imputation 

-cf»,-urrupt.on;  and,  if  he  had  erred,  as  tile  mem- 

-^  of  ihis-House  might  and  did  differ  about  the 

-tructjowofalaw,  was  it  to  be  expected,  Mr  J 

f*l,  that  jnder  such  a  law  there  would  be  no 

i^rsiiy  ol  sentiment?     Nothing  had  happened 

t-aard  to  the  law,  which  I  did  not  expect ;  the 

r^.l!''!^  .f^^^'"-'"'-^'/  involved  que>tions  of 
.  nOoh  difficulty,  under  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
t^  whole  act  gave  a  laliiude  of  discretion  to  the 
^UamisMonrr,  respecting  any  exerc.se  of  which 

J^4- mu>t  bo  d.Q.rent  opinions-embracing  cases 
r.|fccciing  which  It  was  as  difficult  to  decide,  as  to 

vv^^ion  desirpci.on  by  the  enemy  had  been  pas>ed 

u/»jby  tht.|.omrai,.,oner;  and  any  gentleman 

:^.V  ook   ,he  trouble  to  ex.imine  the%v,dence 

iW..|W  see  that  the  cases  were  so  sirongly  made 

ou^iat  no  man  in  this  House  would  have  decided 

<l'»^.:ently  from  the  Commissioner.     l:i  regard  to 

fjruperiy  ,n  our  sight,  that  had  been  plid  for 


(Carroll's  building.)  Mr.  J.  said  he  found,  on  ex- 
amination of  the  evidence,  that  it  had  been  proved 
by  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  by  citizens,  and 
by  per>ons  who  had  belonged  to  the  British  army 
that  the  building  had  been  occupied  by  infiintry 
and    cavalry,  above  and  below   stairs,  and    that 
marks  of  the  occupation,  arras,  harness.  Sec.  were 
found  through  the  whole  premises;  inconsequence 
ol  which  General  R.js*  had  directed   it  lo  he  .set 
on  fire  by  rockets.     In  cases  of  this  kind,  Mr.  J 
said  he  would  act  witli  delicacy,  and  would  not 
take  a  course  calculated  to  destroy  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  any  man  who  had  passed  before 
the  Senate,  and   who   was  passing  judicially  on 
cases  highly  important  lo  individuals  inierpsted. 
It  was  expected   there   would   be  diffiruliy  under 
ihelaw.and  when  the  House  came  to  discriminate 
in  legi.laiing  anew  on  the  subject,  they  mu»t  do 
It  nicely,  and  will  doit  with  difficulty.     In  regard 
to  the  suspension  of  proceedings  uuder  a  part  of 
the  law,  the  President  supposed  lie  had  the  power 
and  he  had  exercised   it.     Mr.  J.  took   this  occa- 
sion to  observe  that  the  character  of  the  President 
had    been    mistaken  and   undervalued    before  hi* 
Administration  commenced.     He  was  a  man  de- 
cisive  in  his  sentitiienu;  and,  when    he  saw  his 
way.  fearless  of  consequences,  took  upon  himself 
a  respousibiliiy  at  which  rao>t  men  would  stand 
appalled     This,  at  the  close  of  his  Administratioo. 
all   would  now  acknowledge.     That  man,  then 
who  never  failed  in  his  duty,  had  taken  hold  of  but 
one  section  of  the  act.     The  inconveniences  of  the 
suspension  of  the  whole  law  would  be  very  ^reat 
compelling  the  claimants  to  go  to  expenses'^  <tc.' 
ai)d   the  construcU»n  was  now  sufficiently  rivid* 
troin  every  mounted  mau  whose  horse  was  lost* 
the  Commissioner  deducted  forty  cents  per  dav 
(allowed  lor  the  useof  the  horse)  from  the  amount 
at  winch  hi,  lost  horse  is  valued;  and  other  cases 
Mr.  J.   had   presented,  which   he   thought  within 
the  spin,  of  the  law,  but  which  the  Commissioner 
had  rejected.     Would  the  House,  then,  come  for- 
ward  and  by  resolution  of  one  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature suspend  a  Uw,  especially  when   he   be- 
lieved  that  the  opposition   to  the  law  arose,  with 
some  allowance  lor  honest  difference  of  opinion 
iu  to  the  decisions,  from  the  original  oppoMtion 
io  the  law  ?     Mr.  J   hoped  that  L  ClJLlZ( 
itie  Committee  ol  Claims,  a  man  of  business  and 
a  discreet  man,  would,  during  the  session,  report 
a  bill  so  to  dtfane  the  dune,  of  the  ComraKvMooer 
as^lo  put  theiu  in   a  situation    beyond  doubt  or 

Mr.  WEB3TER,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  that  it 
appeared,  trom  the  course  of  debate,  that  the  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution  before  the  House  were 
ol  a  twofold  character:  the  first   relating   to  the 
'ieces.Hy  of  interference  ;  the  second  to  the  form 
which  the  proposed  interference,  il    made,  ouobt 
i^  lake,     h   was  uot,  perhaps,  easy  to  ascertlin 
w.ietner  u  was  the  judgment  of  the  House,  that 
here  was  an  error  i„   the  law  or  in  the  adminis- 
tration ..f  .he  law,  or,  it  may  be,  in  boih.     So  far 
as  regarded  error  in  the  law,  there  was  no  reme- 
dy but  to  repeal  or  amend  it.     If  in  the  executioa 
ol  the  law  error  was  apparent,  he  concluded  that 
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the  Executive  would  exercise  his  Constitutional 
auihority  in  the  case.  The  subject  was  already 
referred  to  two  committees  in  this  House,  and,  if 
the  House  were  lo  act  further  on  the  subject,  the 
pr()|>er  course  would  be  to  amend  the  resolution, 
so  as  to  make  it  declare  that  it  was  expedient  to 
BUsj)end  (he  law.  &c..  and  thereon  found  a  bill  in 
regular  form  for  that  pur()ose.  Mr.  W.  was 
wholly  opposed  to  the  interference  of  this  House, 
singly  nnd  separately,  on  this  occasion.  If  they 
acted  on  it  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  by  law.  He  did 
not  know  that,  by  jiassing  the  resolution  as  it 
stood,  they  would  violate  their  duty,  but  they 
would  act  nugaiorily.  If  the  President  had  the 
power  to  suspend  the  law,  the  interposiiion  of 
this  House  was  not  necessary  ;  if  he  had  not  the 
p<>wer,  this  resolution  would  no'  give  it  to  him. 
The  other  branch  of  the  Legi-lature  must  be 
consulted  to  give  efficacy  to  the  resolution.  Mr. 
W.  .hen  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  to  read: 
"That  it  is  expedient  to  su«pend  ail  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the 
pnymenl  for  properly  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  bv 
th«  enemy,  while  in  the  mihlary  service  of  the  United 
8utc«,  and  for  othfr  purposes;  and  that  the  Commiltee 
of  Claims  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  tbit 
objecL" 

Mr.  Forsyth  objected  to  this  amendment  as 
tending  lo  produce  delay.  The  subject  was  in- 
deed as  fully  before  the  Committee  of  Claims 
DOW,  as  it  could  be  by  any  resolution  referring  it 
to  them.  The  object  of  his  motion  wa*  only  to 
suspend  the  act  promptly,  until  the  commiltee 
should  have  time  .o  act  on  it. 

Mr.  Webster  rejoined,  that  the  amendment 
Would  make  the  resolution  imperative  on  the 
committee,  who  could  immediately  introduce  a 
bill  in  ciinformiiy  to  it. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  ol  Connecticut,  said  he  had  been 
originally  opposed  to  the  law  in  question,  and 
had  votrd  against  it.  But  in  the  proposition  now 
before  the  H.iuse,  an  important  principle  was 
involved,  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  suspend  a  law,  or  requet  the  Presi- 
dent to  suspend  it.  Neither  this  House  nor  the 
President  has  the  power  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tions of  a  law  passed  by  all  the  branches  of  the 
Government.  It  requires  the  same  power  to  sus- 
pend as  to  make  a  law.  Mr.  P.  said  he  did  not 
know  that  a  joint  resolution  would  not  operate 
as  an  aci  ;  but  he  denied  that  this  Hou«e  alone, 
the  President  alone,  the  Senate  alone,  or  any  two 
of  them,  had  the  power  t><  suspend  the  operation 
of  a  law.  He  was  opp<tsed,  lie  repeated,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Commissioner  to  decide  these 
claims,  believing  they  ou,'ht  to  be  managed  by 
the  Heads  of  Departments,  who  were  a  little 
more  responsible  tor  their  conduct  than  a  Com- 
missinner.  But.  said  Mr.  P.,  shall  we  break 
through  the  C.<nstiiuiion.  and  say  ue  will  suspend 
a  law.  b  c.iuse  i.  woul  I  require  time  logo  through 
the  forms  which  the  Constitution  requires?  He 
presumed  not.  If  the  Commissioner  had  acted 
so  improperly  as  to  require  the  5uspension  of  his 
funcnons.  the  President  has  power  already  to 
suspend  or  remore  the  officer. 


Mr.  HuLBERT,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  he 
had  voted  in  favor  of  this  law  at  the  last  .session. 
He  regretted  that  he  had  done  so,  because  he  be- 
lieved It  had  not  been  executed  as  it  ought  lo 
have  been.  It  had  been  said  that  the  House  had 
no  inlormation  sufficiently  authoritative  to  de- 
clare, that  the  Commissioner,  in  his  decisions, 
had  proceeded  improperly.  But,  he  said,  had  not 
the  man  in  the  highest  office  in  the  Union, 
charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  law,  given 
the  House  information  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
law  was  so  wrongly  construed,  that  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  suspend  the  execution  of  it?°If 
there  was  not  conclusive  evidence  of  error  by 
the  Commissioner,  there  was  sufficient  to  saii>fy 
the  House  that  wrong  had  been  done.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  President  cannot  suspend  the 
execution  of  the  law.  In  that.  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
agreed;  but  if  gentlemen  looked  at  the  law.  they 
would  find  it  not  of  an  ordinary  kind.  Il  was 
considered  too  great  a  power  to  give  to  any  man 
to  make  these  decisions,  unless  under  the  control 
of  the  Executive  of  the  Union— the  power  of 
deciding  away  millions  of  millions  of  money — 
and  the  |)ower  was  there  subjected  lo  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
President.  As  the  President  has  the  power  to 
make  new  rules  whenever  he  believes  the  rules 
first  established  to  be  ineffectual,  has  he  not  of 
course  authority  to  say  to  the  Commissioner  at 
any  time  :  stop  your  decisions  ;  I  wish  to  make  a 
new  rule  of  decision,  since  I  find  those  which  I 
first  established  are  not  sufficient  to  keep  you  in 
a  straight  course?  Nothing  certainly  could  be 
more  plain  than  the  authority  of  the  President 
to  do  tlii<.  It  was  certain  that  erroneous  decis- 
ions had  been  made,  and  that  millions  of  the  pub- 
lic money  might  be  thrown  away  if  the  proceed- 
ing was  not  corrected. 

Mr.  Wkiout,  of  Maryland,  referring  to  the 
President's  Message  on  this  subject,  and  quoting 
Its  contents,  said,  that  he  was  in  favor  ol  a  lati- 
tude of  construction  of  the  law,  and  of  remuner- 
ation for  lo>ses.  If  every  individual  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  paid  for  losses  during  the  war,  it 
would  be  a  perfectly  just  principle,  which  would 
prevent  one  or  two  sections  of  the  country  Irom 
exclusively  having  their  property  sacrificed  on 
the  altar  of  the  public  good.  The  President,  he 
said,  had  a  Constitutional  right  to  see  that  the 
laws  were  faithfully  executed,  and  no  doubt  he 
would  exercise  it  when  necessary  in  other  cases, 
as  he  had  already  done  in  one.  Tlie  establish- 
ment ol  the  office  of  Cjmiiiissioner  of  Claims 
was  intended  to  obviate  the  expense  and  vexa- 
tion of  examining  every  little  case  separately  be- 
fore this  numerous  tribunal.  Of  the  correctness 
of  the  decisions  which  haJ  been  made,  Mr.  W. 
said  he  was  not  prepared  to  decide,  until  he  heard 
the  evidence;  but  sure  he  was  mat  the  President 
had  the  right  to  suspend  those  decisions,  which 
he  had  exerci^ed  with  delicacy,  and  had  spoken 
ol  its  exercise  with  deference  to  the  opinions 
of  the  Commissioner.  Now,  instead  of  entering 
into  a  discussion  of  the  true  construction  of  the 
law,  It  would  ceriaiuly  be  proper  to  await  the 
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nner  be-    against  that  suspicion,  was  lo  be  opposfd  the  high 
;t  to  the    character  of  the  CoinmisMoner  birnself.  the  de- 


l>nce.     To  arraign  the  law 

the  Huaise,  was.  he  said,  a  disrespect 
liority  which  enacted  the  law.  and  who  did  it  j  claration  of  a  genilemaii   on    thi<<  flaor   who  had 
)   a  Mnc<re  devotion    lo  the  best  interests  of  '  examined  the  evidence,  and  the  President's  Mes- 
couniry.     If  the  facts   were  as  "Stated  by  the    sage.     If  on  those  grounds  the  House  would  (if 
Llem.in  from  Kentucky  in  regard  to  Carroll's    they  could)  suspend  this  law.  they  might  suspend 
"^ing;  if  ihe    military    had    broken   into   the    any  and  every  law.     This  House   might,  ii  was 
Jing,  a'5  they  will   do  in  search  of  quarters,  ,  true,  in  a  desperate  case,  send  their  Srrgeant-at- 
to  destruction,  the  decision     Arms  and    Ijnng    this    Cjmmis.sioner  m    person 
iie  Corurnissioner  was  certainly  correct.  God     before    them,   to    stay   his    proceedings;  but.    he 
iJ,  he  9a:d,  that  he  should  wantonly  hurt  the  ;  contended,  that  the  probability  was.  from  the  tes- 
flgs  or  ciraracter  of  any  individual  appointed  ;  limony  before  the  House,  that  the  Commissioner 
high  and  responsible  an  office;  he  ho[)ed  this  ;  was  proceeding  correctly,  and  that  this  was  not  a 
ess  woujd  not  be  further  proceeded  in,  unless  ;  case  calling  for  the  interference  of  the  House. 
plain  tlve  true  meaning  of  .Congress  in  the        Mr.  Ross  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  pro- 
It  appeared   strange   to  him,  that  after  a    posed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire; 
majoruy  had  united  in  pas-^ing  a  liberal  act.  j  and  yet  agreed  with  him   in  the  propositi -n  he 
ould  be  proposed,  the  moment  its  fruits  were    had  laid  down   that  it  was  not  in   the   power  of 
to  suspend  the  law.     The  whole  of  this  pro-  <  the  House  to  suspend  a  law  for  a  day  or  an  hour. 
|ing  wen!   lo  implicate  the  officer.     Mr.  W.  \  He   was   in   favor  of  the  original  proposition  of 
for  leaving  this  business  wiih  the  Executive,     Mr.  Forsyth,  he  said,   not  because  he  thought 
.he  had  ^o  doubt  would  properly  exercise  his  ,  it  in  the  power  of  the    House  of  Representatives 
I'jrity  in  she  case  whenever  necessary.  :  to  suspend  the  execution   of  a  law,  but  because 

r.  Grosve.nob,  of  New  York,  said,  that  be  |  he  apprehended    the    President   did   possess    ihe 
:jreed  totally  with  his  friend  from  Ma<:sachu-  |  power  of  suspending  the  law,  if  he  pleased,  and 
,  in  the  construction  of  the  law.     The  gen-  j  that  the  House  of  Representatives  may  Consiitu- 
..  ^.jn  had  aidraitted,  that  in  ordinary  cases  the  .  tionally   request  of  the  President  to  exercise  his 
P.-ident  cairinoi  suspend  a  law,  but  said  that  this  [  Constitutional  powers.     To  this  proceeding  there 
laijiffered.lVoao  other  laws,  in  requiriug  the  CO-    could  be  no   legal   objection 


.op^^lion  of ^e  President  in  its  execution.  No 
p<\(.Twas  jjiven   to   the  President.  Mr.  G.  said. 

•ov\^   tins  lav^   more  than   to  the  Commissioner. 

iTi.    Presideri^  was  to  prescribe  certain  rules,  un- 

'jHni'fvhich  the-  Commissioner  was  to  decide.  The 
Pritdent  nji^ht  suspend  ihe  execution  of  this 
laijtJn'Jffi^.tM'cause  he  might  refuse  to  perform 
hi jpuiies.  ;'J,*hat  would  not  be  a  positive  act  of 
ju^tision.  >iit  a  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Pres- 
idrfct.  So  niight  the  Commissioner  also  act. 
TliJ  President,  Mr.  G.  contended,  had 


Whether  he   will 
I  pay  deference  to  that   request,  when    made,  Mr. 
j  R.  said,  was  for  the  President  to  decide.     The 
I  real   question   is,   does   the  President  possess  the 
[  Constitutional    power  of  suspending    the    oper- 
ation of  thi-i  liiw?     The   gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut  had   acknowledged    that   the  President 
had  the  power  of  suspending  this  law,   if  not  id 
one  way,  in  another;  and  tftat  he  might  remove 


the  officer,  which  would  be  a  suspension  of  the 
law  until  a  successor  should  beappointed.  There 
no  more  |  could  be  no  doubt,  he  concluded,  that  the  Presi- 
to  suspend  the  execution  of  this  law  than  dent  had  the  power  of  suspending  it.  Doubts 
udge,  tli-*  marshal,  or  the  sheriff  to  suspend  ;  had  arisen  as  to  the  execution  of  the  law;  the 
law  he  is  bound  to  execute.  Mr.  G.  here  '  President  himself  had  suggested  them  to  Con- 
.  ^^-d  the  terms  of  the  law,  from  which,  he  said.  !  gress,  and  he  might  go  further  and  say  to  the 
it  ^nifestlyi  appeared,  that  the  duly  of  the  Cora-  I  Commissioner,  you  shall  delay  further  proceed- 
tnis^iotier  wrir,  to  judge  ;  the  rules  prescribed  by  '[  ings  under  the  law  until  Congress  shall  decide  on 
th»>^Vesideni  were  to  apply  to  the  manner  (not     the  question  I  have  laid  before  them.     What  did 


to  Af  act)  ».♦'  judging.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  should 
vo<^n  favo^'jl  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
WC«ter;  but  should  then  vote  against  the 
wh^ft  resolfe.  His  reasons  were,  briefly,  ihit 
Ihcjlouse  vy-fis  proceeding  without  proper  mfor- 
)n.  A  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had 
lie  Houtse  that,  from  tlie  result  of  his  inqui- 
ae  was  p;onvinceJ  the  law  had  been  improp- 
xecuieq.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
told  ih^  Hou<;e  exactly  the  contrary,  the 
nissiouwr  having  to  his  knowledge  rejected 
which  he  ought  to  allow.  Tne  whole 
edins   at    present   was   particularly  wrong. 


r 


Whw^  the  nature  of  the  ca->e  was  justly  viewed. 

was.  ie   said,   no   testimony  or  documeril 

the  H(;use,  except  as  to  the  ninth  seciioo 

A  statement   had   been   made   by  a 

erroneous  decisions 

sections  of  the  act ; 


Th^ 
^f, 
of 


iact.     A  statement   ha 
uaa  tblit  he  suspected 
en  matde  under  other 

3»  Lt- 


the  resolution  propose,  further  than  to  request 
the  President  to  do  this?  Mr.  R.  was  decidedly 
in  lavor  of  passing  it  without  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ya.mcey  restated  the  circumstance  of  the 
appearance  of  the  Commissioner  of  Claims  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Claims  this  morning,  and 
that  an  examination  of  some  of  bis  decisions  had 
convinced  Mr.  Y.  that  they  were  not  in  confor- 
mity to  the  law.  He  would  mention  the  circum- 
stances of  one,  to  enable  the  House  to  judge.  A 
claim,  rejected  nearly  unanimously  by  itiis  House, 
had,  since  the  pas.sage  of  this  law,  been  paid  for 
under  the  5ih  section  of  the  act.  Ttie  case  of 
Mr.  O'Neale  was  this,  said  Mr.  Y.,  as  it  appeared 
before  the  Committee  of  Claims  at  a  former  ses- 
sion :  He  hired  to  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
a  vessel  in  the  Chesapeake;  it  was  stipulated 
that  the  vessel  should  be  at  the  ruk  of  the  own- 
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trs;  stie  was  continued  in  service  for  several 
days,  after  which  the  officer  of  the  United  States 
discharged  the  vessel  out  of  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  The  enemy  came  near  where 
the  vessel  lay,  some  time  after  that,  and  the  com- 
mander thought  proper  to  sink  her.  to  prevent 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
loss  thus  incurred  had  been  paid  for  under  the 
5lh  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  "where 
'  any  property  has  been  impressed,  or  taken  by 
'  public  authority,  for  the  use  or  subsistence  of 
'  the  Army,  during  the  late  war.  and  the  same 
'  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost  or  consumed,  the 
'owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value 
'  thereof,  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  which 
'  has  been  paid,  or  may  be  claimed  for  the  use  and 
'  risk  of  the  same,  while  in  the  service  aforesaid." 
Mr.  Y.  asked  gentlemen  now,  whether  they  were 
satisfied  that  there  had  been  erroneous  decisions 
under  other  sections  of  the  bill  than  the  9ih  ? 
Other  vessels,  he  said,  had  been  paiJ  for  under 
the  same  section.  He  appealed  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  committee,  if  these  decisions  were  not 
equally  as  erroneous  as  the  decision  as  to  Mr. 
Carroll's  house  or  Mr.  Ringgold's  ro[>ewalk  ?  Mr. 
Y.  said  he  did  not  regret  voting  for  this  law  at 
the  last  session,  he  believed  the  provisions  highly 
beneficial,  if  properly  construed.  If  the  law  had 
been  misconstrued,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
law,  but  of  those  who  had  administered  it.  It 
was  not,  he  said,  necessary  tu  speak  of  the  integ- 
rity of  the  officer  ;  that  had  not  been  arraigned. 
When  It  was,  it  would  be  time  enough  for  gen- 
tlemen to  defend  it.  It  was  of  abuses  of  the  law, 
of  erroneous  decisions  under  it,  that  Mr.  Y.  spoke. 
He  conceived  that  this  House  had  authority, 
and  that  it  was  their  buunden  duty  to  call  on  the 
President  to  suspend  further  proceedings  under 
the  act.  If  the  provisions  of  the  law  required  to 
be  restricted,  it  would  be  reported  accordingly  to 
the  House  ;  if  they  could  not  get  rid  of  the  Com- 
missioner in  any  other  way,  they  might  decide 
upon  the  claims  embraced  by  the  law  being  settled 
at  some  oiher  office. 

Mr.  Randolph  considered  this  as  a  more  im- 
portant question  than  it  had  appeared  to  have 
been  viewed  by  any  gentleman  who  hadspoken — 
a  much  more  important  question  than  any  of 
mere  profit  and  loss  to  the  United  States,  or  of 
malfeasance  in  office  by  any  officer  of  the  United 
States,  however  high  or  low.  He  submitted  to 
the  worthy  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
whether  the  whole  scope  of  his  observations  did 
not  go  to  impugn  the  conduct  of  the  officer,  and 
not  touch  the  law?  With  the  law.  said  Mr.  R., 
1  had  nothing  to  do  ;  but  I  do  know,  that  in  cases 
of  comparatively  small  importance,  in  Govern- 
ments like  ours,  the  most  baneful  precedents  creep 
in.  He  had  no  doubt,  be  said,  from  the  represen- 
tation of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
that  much  wrong  had  been  done  ;  but  it  did  not 
follow  that  he  would  accept  the  first  remedy. 
The  patient  was  unquestionably  sick;  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  he  should  swallow  the  first  pre- 
scription of  the  first  man  he  meets — the  first  qos- 
14tli  Con.  2d  Si;ss. — 10 


trum  offered  to  him.    No  doubt  much  wrong  bad 
been  done,  which  u  was  not  competent  to  this 
House  to  remedy  ;  and  that  wrong  might  be  done, 
which  it  might  become  the  duty,  the  prerogative 
of  this  House  to  remedy.     The  question  now  was, 
however,  whether  it  comported  with  the  dignity 
of  this  House  to  go  to  the  Prendent,  and  request 
of  him  the  removal  of  any  petty  officer,  for  of 
that  description    he   considered  this  officer,  being 
appointed  pro  hac  vice,  strictly  ministerial,  and  su- 
bordinate to  the  Executive  oi  the  Uaited  States. 
.Mr.   R.  said  he  would  never  compromit  himself 
so  far  in  his  individual  character,  much  less  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  as  to  ask  of  the   Execu- 
tive the  appointment  or  removal,  to  or  from  any 
office,  of  any  individual.     But  a  much  more  im- 
portant principle  was  involved  in  this  discussion  : 
Shall  the  House   of  Representatives   be   instru- 
mental  in  introducing  into  the  American  Con- 
stitution a  doctrine  which  has  deluged  the  Eng- 
lish nation  with    blood,  which  has  occasioned  a 
long,  violent,  and  bloody  war — a  war  which  fitially 
wrested  from  the  Stuart  family  this  prerogative? 
Mr.  R.  said  he  acquitted  gentlemen  oi  any  such 
intention  ;  he  believed  their  intentions  were  pure, 
but  he  iaw  at  once  the  danger  of  this  suspending 
prerogative,  for  which  the  Comiuons  of  England 
contended,  he  knew  not  how  long,  and  at  length 
wrested   from  their  sovereigns,  being  attributed 
to  our  Executive  authority,  differing  so   widely 
in  its  construction  from  that  of  monarchial  Gov- 
ernment.    Mr.   R.  could  not  consent  to   it.     If, 
said  he,  the  House  were  to  request  the  President 
to  suspf'nd  this  act,  perchance  some  future  Presi- 
dent  will  suspend  our  statutes  without   our  re- 
quest, and  for  this   reason,  if  he  be  competent  to 
suspend  an  act.  a  mere   resolution  of  this  House 
does    neither  enlarge  nor   diminish   his   powers. 
Under  this  view  of  the  case,  if  the  decisions  of  the 
Commissioner  were  to  take  the  last  dollar  from 
the  Treasury,   Mr.   R.   said,   he  would  rather  see 
it  drained  than  see  it  admitted  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  the  power  to  suspend 
laws  in  any  case. 

Mr.  Gkosve.nor  rose  to  ask  of  the  gentleman 
frorh  North  Carolina  whether  he  obtained  the 
facts  which  he  had  stated  frora  the  Commissioner 
himself?  If  they  were  tis  stated,  the  case  must 
be  one  not  only  of  incorrect  but  of  corrupt  deci- 
sion. If  the  gentleman  had  stated  the  real  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  Mr.  G.  said  he  should 
deem  it  sufficient  ground  on  which  to  institute 
against  this  officer  a  proceeding  of  a  criminal  na- 
ture. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that 
nothing  was  more  important  to  this  House  than 
Its  character  and  dignity;  nothing  was  more  im- 
portant to  the  nation,  and  nothing  would  tend 
more  to  sustain  this  character  than  that  itshould 
refrain  from  acts  which  it  could  not  consummate. 
Suppose  the  resolution  lo  pass,  the  request  to  be 
made  of  the  President,  and  the  President  to  order 
the  suspension  ;  suppose  that  the  officer  refused 
to  suspend  liie  law  ;  the  officer,  said  Mr.  H.,  iu 
doing  so,  stauds  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature ;  he  not  only  succesAfully.  but  with  tin- 
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buoity  r(|sists  the  requests  of  this  House  and  the 
Jireciiott^f  the  President.     The   President  has 
jy  the  Ct)h»tituiior)  no  such  power  as  that  of  sus- 
^ndint^ij  law  ;  and  although  the  gentleman  from 
.''eDnsyl?atDia  had  laid  down  the  position  that  he 
lad   the  power  to  suspend  this  law,  he  had  not 
^Koved  li.     Mr.  H.  held  it  most  clear  that   the 
President  has  not  the  power,  on   the  request  of 
'his  Houif.  to  suspend  the  execution  of  any  law. 
^    Mr.  HiLBERT  said  he   was  satisfied   that   the 
Xround.s  cf  the  resolution  were  correct.     It  was 
Jot  propoi^d  to  suspend  the  law.  but  the  execution 
fcf  the  provisions  of  the  law,  specially  confided 
\y  the   act  to   the  Executive.     He  thought  the 
blouse  had   the  power  to  ask  this  of  the  Presi- 
jjent,  an(i  he  hoped  they  would  exercise  it. 
i   Mr.  Calhocn,  of  South  Carolina,  said  the  de- 
lect alleged  appeared  not  to  be  in  the  law,  but  in 
^be  execution  of  the  law.     If  so,  it  was  in  the 
4vower  of  the  Executive  to  dismiss  the  officer, 
♦without  Hlie  interposition  of  this  House.     Mr.  C. 
%^id  he  Ceit  very  little  disposition  lo  give  his  sup- 
v'iort  to  atny  proposition  which  should  assume  the 
-^ea  of  tji»'  power  of  this  House  to  suspend  a  law. 
itl  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner  were  such 
Z.i  iiad   lieen   represented,    no  amendment  of  the 
iw  couivl  have  any  effect  whatever,  because  the 
r*w  did  jot  even  touch  the  case  which  had  been 
bated.     I'he  evil  appeared  to  be  in  the  officer 
•  imself. .   It  is  in  the  President's  power  to  remove 
tnat  evif.     In  assuming  power  in  this  case,  said 
^Mr.  C.  we  should  act  out  of  the  line  of  our  duty. 
*h(  the  P/fsidcnt  did  not  dismiss  the  officer,  there 
jwas  another  reiueJy  by  the  exercise  of  a  power 
|^»elongmo  lo  this  House — that  of  impeachment. 
H    Mr.  "Vi  ANCEY  again   briefly  stated  the  case  of 
■^^e  deci.'ion   in  favor  of  Mr.  OWeale.     He  had 
^)0t,  he  aJded,  seen  the  evidence  before  the  Cora- 
jljiissionejr.  and  did  not  know  what   it   was — he 
Cook  It  to  be  the  same,  or  the  same  in  principle, 
'■•:  that  which  was  formerly  before  the  Commit- 
•e  of  Ctairas  in  the  same  case,  and  from  which 
M^Ir.  Y.'-    impression   had   been    derived.     Such 
^as  the  ose  which  had  been  favorably  adjudged 
^under  th*-  oth  section  of  the  act. 

Mr.  FjjjtsYTH  said,  that  much  of  the  debate 
^d  arist;r»  from  the  introduction  into  the  debate 
•if  aquesiion  not  before  the  House.  Various  ob- 
•ijctions  Jp.id  been  made — one  of  them  of  a  novel 
'iharacte^   tha<  it   would   be  undignified   in   this 

i louse  tij'  request  the  President  to  suspend  the 
;tecuiiop  of  the  law.     Mr.  F.  said,  he  presumed 
*  was  always  consistent  wiih  the  dignity  of  the 
louse  ttj  perform  the  dutie.-.  which  ihe  Constitu- 
lon  and-iheir  constituents  had  assigned  to  them, 
ji'he  firsj  great  duty  of  this  House  was  to  take 
j^are  of  ^he    public   money,  and   guard   it  from 
TvVasteful;  disbursement.     Mr.  F.  said,  gentlemen 
, itemed  .'tp    imagine,    that    this    resolution    was 
--jDunded 'pn  the  presuTnption  that  the  power  ex- 
i^rcised   by   the   President,  under  this  particular 

t:l,  had  been  properly  exercised.  Mr.  F,  said, 
!  woul4  have  left  this  i-ubject  wholly  to  the 
scretioji  of  the  President,  if  he  bad  been  sali>fied 
at  thai,  discretion  would  be  properly  exercised. 
3ut  he  bi'lieved  it  would   not.     There  was  evi- 


dence  enough  before  the  House  to  show,  that  as 
the  President  had  directed  the  suspension  of  a 
part  of  the  act.  he  ought  to  have  gone  further, 
and  suspended  the  whole.  Mr.  F.  said,  he  would 
state  in  addition  some  cases  of  decision,  recently 
made  by  the  Commissioner,  with  which  he  was 
not  perfectly  acquainted,  but  sufficiently  so  to 
satisfy  himof  their  dement.  He  had  been  at  the 
Treasury  this  morning,  and  examined  some  of 
the  awards  which  had  been  made.  In  one  case, 
said  he,  I  find  the  Corami.ssioner  has  awarded  to 
a  man  a  sum  of  money  for  corn  and  potatoes 
trampled  under  foot  by  the  United  States'  troops  ; 
and  to  another  person  the  vAlue  of  fifiy-two  rods 
of  rail  fence  destroyed;  these  awards  being  in 
favor  of  men  by  the  name  of  Moore  and  Evans. 
F'om  the  abstracts  of  the  decisions  he  had  seen, 
Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  satisfied  such  decisions  were 
erroneous.  To  prevent  the  decision  of  similar 
cases,  he  wished  the  House  to  interfere.  One 
word  as  to  the  effect  of  a  suspension  of  a  particu- 
lar class  of  cases — that  of  lost  horses  from  the 
West.  Without  their  aid,  Mr.  F.  said,  this  act 
would  never  have  passed  this  House.  Honora- 
ble gentlemen,  in  the  warmth  of  their  feelings 
for  that  particular  section  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  gratitude  for  the  service*  of  its  brave  militia 
and  volunteerb  during  the  war,  had  included  in 
the  act  a  variety  of  cases  which  ought  never  to 
have  been  sanctioned  by  this  House.  The  House 
had  been  told  the  evidence  in  support  of  these 
claims  was  here.  Would  the  suspension  of  the 
act  diminish  the  weight  of  that  evidence?  Would 
it  impair  the  force  of  it.  to  postpone  the  decision 
and  the  payment  of  the  money  for  a  month  or 
six  weeks?  Mr.  F.  put  it  to  gentlemen  whe- 
ther that  consideration  was  sufficient  to  justify 
an  opposition  to  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House.  But  even  under  that  section  of  the  bill, 
he  had  received  it  from  the  most  correct  authori- 
ty, the  Commissioner  was  about  to  give,  if  he 
had  not  already  given,  a  construction  which  no 
man  in  this  House  would  justify  ;  he  wa*  about 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  officers  of 
the  regular  army.  Some  such  cases,  it  was  his 
impression,  had  been  decided  before  the  proper 
authority  had  an  opportunity  of  interfering.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  reject  the  amendment, 
and  agree  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  put  it  to  the  gentleman  last  up, 
whether  his  whole  argument  did  not  go  to  the 
officer,  and  not  to  the  law  ;  for,  at  the  end  of  the 
>uspension  of  the  law  for  six  weeks,  we  should 
have  that  or  some  other  officer  to  execute  the 
same  law.  Mr.  R.  wished  to  be  understood  not 
to  mean  to  inculpate  that  officer;  he  knew  noth- 
ing of  his  decisions;  but  he  wauled  to  know 
whether,  in  these  six  weeks  spoken  of,  tiie  officer 
in  question  would  become  more  competent  to 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  than  he  is  now.  The 
whole  argument  of  the  gentleman  went  to  the 
question  of  reque.siing  the  President  to  suspend 
or  remove  the  officer.  As  to  the  propriety  of 
addressing  the  President  to  request  him  to  re- 
move any  particular  officer,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would 
not  enter  into  that  question  now.     As  to  the  de- 
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cisions  of  the  officer.  Mr.  R.  submitted  whether, 
the  conduct  of  the  officer  being  under  exanaina- 
tion  before  a  special  committee,  a  tense  of  justice 
to  the  party  in  question  did  not  require  gentle- 
men to  suspend  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
execution  of  the  law,  till  they  had  a  report  from 
their  committee.  He  asked  gentlemen,  suppose 
they  could  bring  into  court  a  case  of  extreme 
fatuity  in  the  execution  of  his  duties  by  a  judge 
of  the  United  States — would  they  request  the 
President  to  suspend  the  law  under  wliich  he 
was  appointed  ?  The  more  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  insisted  on  the  misconduct  of  the  officer, 
the  more  he  convinced  Mr.  R.  that  he  was  wrong 
in  the  course  he  had  taken.  I  cannot  consent, 
said  Mr.  R.,  that  whenever  gentlemen  come  on 
this  floor,  and  bring  cases,  however  flagrant,  of 
misconduct  of  public  officers,  that  a  suspension  of 
the  law  under  which  they  are  appointed  is  to  be 
the  remedy.  But  one  gentleman  says,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  suspend  not  the  law.  but  the  execution 
of  the  law.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  leave  it  to  the 
ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
lo  ex(>Uin  the  difference  between  two  things, 
which  wer^  to  his  mind  precisely  of  the  same 
import. 

Sir.  HuLBERT  said  a  few  words  in  explanation. 
His  idea  was,  that  to  suspend  certain  proceed- 
ings under  a  law,  was  by  no  means  to  suspend  the 
law  itself. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  said  he  wished  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  to  point  out  what  part 
of  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States 
deprived  a  regular  military  officer  of  the  same 
right  which  appertained  to  all  other  persons  in 
the  United  States.  If  the  law  in  que-tion  actu- 
ally did  not  embrace  the  cases  of  regular  officers 
who  had  lost  property  in  the  same  way  as  militia 
officers,  he  could  only  say.  in  his  opinion,  its  pro- 
visions were  extremely  partial  and  unjust.  If 
the  provisions  of  the  act  were  general  as  to  all 
officers  of  the  United  Stales,  why  were  not  the 
officers  of  the  regular  army  as  much  entitled  to 
its  benefits  as  other  citizens  ?  He  should  like  to 
know. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  he  had  referred  only  to 
the  case  of  regular  officers,  because  there  was 
a  special  provision,  by  other  acts,  for  their  case  ; 
whilst  there  was  none  such,  except  in  the  act  of 
last  session,  for  militia  officers.  With  respect  to 
the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  said 
Mr.  F.,  I  will  answer  it.  I  would  not  propose  to 
remove  a  judicial  officer,  because  the  President 
has  not  the  power;  but  if  an  officer  over  whom 
he  has  power,  were  to  act  with  evident  incorrect- 
ness, I  would  ask  the  President  to  remove  that 
officer.  I  do  not  presume  to  say  that  the  decisions 
of  the  Commissioner  are  erroneous  or  corrupt :  I 
only  state  what  I  believe  them  to  be.  It  may  be, 
that  after  the  production  of  evidence  and  its  ex- 
amination, it  may  appear  that  the  judgments  of  the 
Commissioner  are  correct.  My  impression  is  to 
the  contrary  ;  that  the  more  they  are  examined, 
the  more  erroneous  they  will  appear.  Suppose 
it  should  be  found,  Mr.  F.  said,  that  the  Commis- 
sioner had  been  and  yet  was  making  erroneous 


decisions;  would  it  not  be  the  boundea  duty  of 
this  House  to  inform  the  President,  that  he  might 
suspend  wkolly  the  execution  of  that  law  which 
he  had  pariially  suspended?  Was  it  not  their 
bounden  duty  to  guard  the  Treasury  against  this 
individual?  Gentlemen  appeared  not  to  recol- 
lect the  peculiar  nature  of  this  act ;  every  judg- 
ment the  Commissioner  made,  however  errooe- 
neous.  or  however  corrupt,  was  instantly  paid  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  money 
beyond  the  control  of  this  House.  If  there  had 
been  a  controlling  power;  if  there  had  been  an 
appellate  jurisdiction  by  which  the  acts  of  this 
Commissioner  were  to  be  revised  and  examined, 
he  should  never,  he  said,  have  thought  of  intro- 
ducing the  resolution.  But  it  was  directly  the 
contrary.  He  trusted  the  House  was  satisfied 
that  something  should  be  done.  He  declared,  he 
said,  that  he  was  a  little  surprised  at  the  extra- 
ordinary indisposition  to  exercise  a  power  of  this 
sort.  We  have  no  objection,  said  he,  to  take  up 
this  subject,  provided  somebody  stands  between 
Us  and  responsibility  ;  but  we  wan  for  the  Presi- 
dent's direction  before  we  will  move  in  the  case. 
I  wish  to  do  more,  said  Mr.  F., — I  wish  to  give 
information  to  the  President  that  it  is  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House  that  he  has  not  done  suffi- 
cient. The  rules  prescribed  for  the  Commissioner 
were  found  insufficient;  they  were  evaded — the 
whole  operation  of  the  law  has  been  more  than 
once  suspended  to  prevent  further  violation,  and 
the  evidence  in  the  cases  has  changed  its  shape  to 
suit  the  new  regulations.  Mr.  F.  hoped  the  re- 
solve would  be  passed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  claimed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  for  one  moment,  on  a  matter  of 
fact.    The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
(.Mr.  Yancey.)  in  explanation  to  the  House  of 
liis  view  of  tiie  question,  did  not  pretend  to  state, 
that  he  had  himself  examined  one  individual  case 
of  the  Commissioner's  decisions.     The  honorable 
gentleman   who   introduced    this    resolution  had 
said,  in  his  appeal  to  the   House,  that  of  his  own 
knowledge  he  could  not  condemn  the  decisions; 
that  no  case  had   been  examined  by  him,  which 
attached   blame  to   the   Commissioner,  either  of 
error  or  corruption.     The  facts   then  were  nar- 
rowed to  this;  that  no  gentleman  in  favor  of  the 
resolution  had  any  personal  knowledge  of  them, 
I  will    only  state  one  more  fact,  said  Mr.  J.,  and 
sit  down.     0(1  my  first  arrival  here,  it  was  stated 
to  me  that  the  House  m  our  view  caught  fire  from 
the  Capitol:   I  heard  it  often — I  took  the  trouble 
to  examine  the  evidence  in  this  and  another  case, 
the  only  two  I  ever  heard  complained  of  before 
this  day — and-other   gentlemen    might,  if  they 
chose,  have  done  the  same,  particularly  members 
who  introduce  into  this  House  solemn  resolutions 
for  suspending  laws.     I  did  look  over  the  papers, 
and  the  fact  was  established  by  the  testimony  of 
the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  other  incon- 
testable evidence,  tiiat  the  building  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  a  military  force,  and  that  the  rockets 
of  the  enemy  were,  therefore,  applied  to  it.     For 
the  honor  of  the  House,  for  the  reputation  of  the 
man,  Mr.  J.  asked,  would  thev.  without  examina- 
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t]4^(i,  press  forward  resolutions  decidiDg  questionn. 
o5»»lie  merit^of  which  they  werewhoUy  ignorant? 
^Ir.  Forsyth  said,  the  gentleman  misunder- 
si*)d  him  if  tie  supposed  he  had  offered  and  pressed 
tij.  resolunijn  without  just  grounds.  He  had,  he 
ftil,  to  be  >-ure,  no  personal  knowledge  of  facts, 
hiM  his  resolution  was  bottomed  on  information 
njt'ived  from  the  Heads  of  Department — and  in- 
f(Joiation  received  in  this  way  was  much  more 
tilled  10  credit  than  information  received  from 
t*!  Commi'sioner  himself.  The  case  of  Mr.  O'- 
le  was'received  from  the  chairman  of  one  of 
commiuees.  who  received  it  from  the  Head  of 
Navy  L>epartraenl — that  case  had  been  deci- 
and  f»id,  without  application  to  the  Navy 
ice  for  fvidence.  He  had  no  personal  knowl- 
'^e  of  faci^.  indeed,  but  he  had  enough  to  author- 
him  aoti  the  House  to  proceed  as  proposed. 

Ir.  Har91n  now  rose  to  make  the  motion  he 

]^   befort' 'contemplated,  to  lay  this  resolve  on 

table.    .-He   was    pretty    well    satisfied    with 

at  had  b<:en  said,  and  he  presumed  the  House 

s  satisfird,  he  said,  of  the  incompetency  of  the 

cii^cer,  whcijri  it  was  probable  the  President  would 

?vw  fit  to  remove. 
0iIt.  Grosve.nor  said,  he  hoped  he  understood 

ih%  gentleman  from  Georgia  correctly  ;  that  the 
>luiion  Yvas  founded  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
ids  of  Departments.  If  so,  it  appeared  f  trange. 
eed,  he  said,  that  the  President  should  intro- 
•e  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  Congress  in  one 

\^^,and  his  counsellors,  indirectly,  in  another 

^Ir.  FoRPYTHexplained.  He  hoped  the  gentle- 
Ttt^u  would  not  rai>understand  him  purposely. 
IX  did  not  «ay  that  he  had  introduced  the  motion 
a*:ne  sugge-tion  of  any  Head  of  a  Department. 
Ii^wason  information  from  them  ;  the  suggestion 
w4-  his  own) 

*tlr.  GROgvENOR  thanked  the  gentleman  for  his 
iijAjrmatiorj.  The  President  had  come  forward 
ayl  given  ihe  House  his  views  of  this  subject. 
I;^  Constiiiitional  advisers,  instead  of  giving  him 
rmation,:  come  in  this  way  and  lay  inforraa- 
before  the  House  !  [Mr.  Forsyth  said,  that 
informarjon  he  had  received,  was  sought  by 
j  The -gentleman.  Mr.  G.  said,  had  come 
yard  to  tl'-e  House  with  rumors  of  misconduct 
public  officer;  which  rumors,  il  appeared, 
mated  with  Executive  officers — with  the 
y  authority  to  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
^,  tor  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  alleged  evil. 
T«'S  information  comes  from  the  advisers  of  the 
P>sident  ofihe  United  States,  and  yet  it  is  impos- 
sile  to  presume  they  had  laid  it  before  the  Pres- 
ii^rat,  or  he  would  not  have  confined  hiscommuni- 
c^ons  to  th'-'  House  to  those  which  he  had  made. 
I(^as  therefore  proposed  to  this  Hou^e  to  jog  the 
FAsident,  because  the  Heads  of  Departments  had 
ni^  chosen  to  do  it.  As  it  appeared  that  the 
Pjjsident,  his  counsellors  at  least.  Iiad  already 
f^  informanonon  this  subject,  it  was  surely  un- 
:s|Cessary  f(<  the  House  to  pass  this  resolve. 
JflThe  SpeaKKR  having  requested  gentlemen  to 
ty.fine  ihttf  remarks  to  the  qutstiou  before  the 
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House — that  of  laying  the  subject  on  the  table — 
The  dabate  ceased. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolve  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows:  For 
laying  it  on  the  table  68,  against  it  64. 


Monday,  December  16. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  memorial  of  William  Haslett, 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read:  When 
Mr.  Yancey,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Haslett,  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  letter,  from  the  acting  Secretary 
of  War,  transmitting  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  survey  and  mark  a  road,  from 
Tennessee,  through  the  Chickasaw  nation,  re- 
ported a  bill,  making  an  appropriation  for  open- 
ing and  cutting  out  a  road  therein  described, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Luthn-  Bingham, 
passed  through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  nem.  con.  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  respecting  a  modification  of  the  ton- 
nage duty,  reported  the  other  day,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  passed  through  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  without  debate,  and 
was  ordered,  nem.  con.  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  motion  to  in- 
struct the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act 
laying  a  duty  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  cer- 
tain companies,  dec.  Mr.  S.  briefly  expressed 
his  reasons  to  be,  the  injustice  of  the  operation  of 
this  duty  to  enterprising  men  of  business,  from 
which  capitalists  and  those  best  able  to  bear  it 
were  wholly  exempt.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INTERxNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  referring  to 
a  proposition  of  the  same  sort  made  at  the  last 
session,  but  then  opposed  by  him  as  being  unsea- 
sonably introduced,  said  that,  since  that  time,  the 
bank  law  had  passed,  the  subscription  had  been 
filled  under  auspicious  circumstances,  and  the 
bank  was  about  to  go  into  operation.  Now  he 
said,  was  a  proper  moment  for  the  House  to  con- 
sider whether  the  course  of  internal  improvement 
was  a  proper  direction  for  the  United  States  to 
give  to  their  share  of  the  profits  of  that  institu- 
tion.    He  therefore  moved, 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  setting  apart  the  bonus,  and  the  net  an- 
nual proceeds  of  the  National  Bank,  as  a  permanent 
fund  for  internal  improvement." 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  not  his  object  at  this  period 
to  discuss  the  importance  of  national  improve- 
ment. It  was  sufficient  to  say,  that  it  was  of  such 
importanceas  to  have  been  annually  recommended 
to  the  atieotioQ  of  Congress  by  the  Executive. 
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That  it  had  not  been  heretofore  acted  on,  was 
not  to  beattributed,Mr.  C.said,  toany  impression 
derogating  from  the  importance  of  the  subject. 
It  arose  from  the  want  of  funds ;  from  the  em- 
barrassed state  of  our  finances,  and  from  the  crit- 
ical slate  of  our  foreign  relations,  which  demanded 
all  our  attention.  We  had  now  abundance  of 
revenue,  and  were  in  a  state  of  peace,  giving 
leisure  to  Congress  to  examine  subjects  connected 
with  domestic  affairs— of  all  which,  internal  im- 
provement was  not  exceeded  in  importance  by 
any.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  resolution  would 
pass,  and  the  inquiry  be  made  as  proposed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con.,  and 
Messrs.  Calhoun,  Sueffey.  Cheiohton,  Gros- 
TENOR,  and  Ingham,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 


Tuesday,  December  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Victory  Birdseye,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

A  new  member  also  appeared,  to  wit:  from 
Virginia,  John  Tyler,  in  the  room  of  John  Clop- 
ton,  deceased,  who  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Luther  Bingham. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the 
dunes  on  imposts  and  tonnage,  were  severally 
read  the  thud  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Herbert,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  Alexan- 
dria; which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  a  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Hardi.m,  of  Kentucky,  to  clothe  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  with  power  to  call  for  persons 
and  papers,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  from  Wil- 
liam O'Neale  two  papers,  slated  by  Mr.  Hardin 
10  be  essential  to  a  just  view  of  the  merits  of  his 
claim  against  the  United  States  for  a  vessel  de- 
stroyed ;  which  papers  were  the  property  of  the 
House,  but  accidentally  delivered  to  him  by.  the 
clerk  with  his  own  papers,  which  he  had  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House.  It  was 
suggested,  after  some  conversation,  rather  than 
debate,  that  this  object  could  be  accomplished 
without  difficulty,  on  a  mere  request  from  the 
Clerk  to  Mr.  O'Neale  ;  and,  in  the  end,  Mr.  Har- 
din's motion  was  rejected. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Aff'airs,  reported  the  following 
bill: 

A  Bill  concerning  the  invalids  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  the  widows  and  children  of  the  militia,  and 
the  soldiers  of  the  army  during  the  late  war. 

Be  it  enacUd,  ^c,  That  all  laws  and  regulations 
authorizing  the  otficers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular 
army,  and  the  ofTicers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia,  who 
served  during  the  late  war,  to  be  placed  on  the  pension 
roll,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to,  relate  equal- 
ly to  the  olficers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war  ; 
and  the  ot&cers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia  who  served 


in  the  Indian  war  previous  to  the  Treaty  of  Green- 
ville. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
officer  or  soldier  of  the  miUiia,  of  the  rangers,  the  sea- 
fencibles,  the  twelve  and  fifteen  months  volunteers, 
shall  have  died  within  three  months  a(\er  returning 
home  from  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  by  reason 
of  wounds  received,  or  diseases  contracted,  while  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  left  a 
widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under  six- 
teen years  of  age,  such  widow  or,  if  no  widow,  such 
child  or  children  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive  half 
the  monthly  pay  to  which  such  officer  or  soldier  was 
entitled  at  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  service  afore- 
said, for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years.  But,  in 
case  of  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  five  years,  the  half 
pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  time  shall  go  to  the  child 
or  children  of  such  deceased  officer  or  soldier:  Pro- 
vided, also.  That  this  provision  shall  extend  to  the 
widows  and  children   of  the  officers   of   the  regular 


army. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  sol- 
dier of  the  regular  army,  during  the  late  war,  shall 
have  died  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  «r 
upon  his  return  home,  by  wounds  received  in  that  ser- 
vice, or  by  any  other  means ;  or  if  any  such  soldisr 
shall  have  died  within  three  months  after  his  retura 
home,  by  wounds  received  or  diseases  contracted, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  and  shall 
have  left  a  widow,  she  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receiv» 
half  the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  enli- 
Ued  at  the  time  of  bis  death,  or  at  his  discharge, 
for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years  ;  but,  in  the  cue 
of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow  before  the 
expiration  of  the  terra  aforesaid,  the  half  pay  for  the 
remainder  of  the  five  years  shall  cease  and  determine, 
and,  in  the  cases  embraced  by  this  act,  the  five  years 
shall  commence  from  the  death  of  the  officer  or  soldier 
aforesaid. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  recommending  a  revision 
of  the  act  for  the  settlement  of  claims,  for  prop- 
erty lost  and  destroyed  in  military  service  during 
the  war,  handed  in  a  report,  italing  ibe  circum- 
stances of  three  decisions,  which,  in  the  opinioa 
of  the  committee,  the  Commissioner  had  locor- 
recily  made  under  the  law.  and  recommending  to 
the  House  the  adoption  of  the  following  bill: 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  act  "  to  authorize  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  ene- 
my,  whde  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  passed  the  9lh  day  of  Aprili 
1816." 

Be  it  enacted,  S(C.,  That  the  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh, 
twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth,  sections  of  the  act 
"To  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, captured, 
or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  mihtary  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed 
the  9ih  day  of  Aprd,  1816,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  aU  claims, 
the  payment  for  which  u  authorized  and  allowed,  by 
the  said  act,  shall  hereafter  be  heard  and  decided  by 
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Additiontl   Accoontant  of  the  War  Department, 
•r  such   mies  and  regulations  as  ha»e  heretofore 
eatablisfrfd  for  the  sellleracnt  of  account*  in  the 
Department,  and  such  other  rules  as  the  President 
i  United  States  may  hereafter  prescribe. 
tc.  3.  Anti  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  loss  or 
d»Mruction  of'.the  property,  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid 
-..^^s  well  ti.   the  value  thereof,  shall  be  ascertained 
bj  *t»e  best  evidence  which  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
aOQiit  of,  and  which  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  party 
'uce,  aud    the   amount  thereof,  when  so  ascer- 
J,  and  the  decision  thereon  approved  by  the  Sec- 
T  of  War,  shall   be  paid   to  the  sufTerer  or  suffer- 
ut  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
ipriated. 

tie  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  referred  lo 

mraiuci'  ol'  the  Whole. 

^T'le  report  is  as  follows: 

/->  enable  ihe  committee  to  decide  on  the  necessity 

otJ\.\  alleratton  in  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  it 

Wi.*^  necessary,  first,  to  understand  the  construction 

wK  ch  it  had  received  from  the  Commissioner  appointed 

to'Arry  it  int,-»  effect.     For  this  purpose,  the  chairman 

,.    commutee,  under  their  instructions,  addressed 

.^xter  to  Kichard  Bland  Lee,  Esq.,  requesting  his 

.  afjltidance  b«fore  them,  to  give  them  such  information 

ti|»ii  Ihesubjfct  of  their  inquiry  as  his  eipericnce  under 

ithj^ict  coul(i  afford.      Mr.  Lee  accordingly  attended, 

:tn.     from  a  ^^nvcrsatioa  with  him  generally  upon  the 

Uiions  of  the  act,  the  committee  were  decidedly  of 

4in  that  be  had  given,  and  was  still  disposed  to 

to  the  law,  an  extension  of  construction  not  con- 

ated  by  Congress  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  and 

arranted  by  lU  object.     Among  the  adjudications 

e   by  the   Commissioner,  there   are  several  which 

been  examined   by  the  committee,  and  in  their 

•on  not  authorized  by  the  law.     The  first  case  to 

h  their  artention  was  called  was  the  case  of  Dan- 

arroll  of  Duddmgton.  who,   together  with  others, 

eJ   a  house   in  the    Cily    of  Washington,    called 
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J  r^linson  s  Hotel. 

pi<<5  !iy  two  ftimilies  (  _   ^  .. _^ 

gu^.  1814,  af  which  time  the  remainder  of  the  house, 
b«lj<l  unocctfpied,  was  taken  possession  of  by  a  troop 
of^valry,  aini  some  militia  from  Virginia,  on  their 
wm  to  join  tjvat  part  of  the  army  commanded  by  Gen- 
ertq  Winder,'  and  then  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city. 
Si.,  jeol  the  rtulitia  continued  in  possession  of  that  part 
ot  ■'  lie  housej  unoccupied  by  any  family,  until  1 1  or 
12'  ,clock  ori  the  24th.  On  that  evening  the  British 
\tA  ,  commanded  by  General  Ross,  entered  the  city  ; 
t  is  proved  by  some  men  who  say  they  then  be- 
d  to  the  British  army,  that,  in  consequence  of  its 
aring  to  the  officers  that  troops  had  occupied  the 
ho^.e,  it  was  burnt.  No  other  person  who  lived  in  the 
ho<j(ie  or  abo^t  it  has  proved  the  cause  of  its  destruc- 
tion. It  IS  Ulieved  that,  under  a  rigid  and  proper  con- 
fb^iion  of  the  law,  this  claim  ought  not  to  have  been 
alir  ycd.  The  ninth  section  of  the  act  authorizes  pay- 
m«^(  lor  a  hcMse  or  building  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
»/.i/f  the  same  was  occupied  as  a  military  deposite, 
onijr  the  autliority  of  an  officer  or  agent  ol  the  Liuted 
'■i,  if  it  sftall  appear  that  such  occupation  was  the 
■^.  of  Its  destruction.  A  mere  temporary  occupa- 
i3of  the  hi'tise  for  one  night  and  a  part  ot  the  next 
u*u  by  one  or  .two  companies  of  militia,  cannot  impart 
to«ie  house  even  the  character  of  barracks,  much  less 
^<|of  a  military  deposite.  It  is  not  for  the  committee 
toxiaade  upon  this  occasion  upon  the  merits  of  Mr. 


S 
ea 
ti. 
da 


>qbac 

f 
I 


Carroll's  claim,  or  of  what  would  have  been  ita  fate 
upon  an  application  to  Congress ;  but  they  are  fully 
persuaded  that  a  sound  construction  of  the  act  would 
not  authorize  its  payment.  The  amount  of  the  claim 
is  $27,093  50  ;  the  most  objectionable  part  of  which 
is  a  charge  for  rent  of  the  house  from  the  24th  August 
1814,  to  the  24th  August,  1816,  at  $3,200. 

The  second  was  the  case  of  Tench  Ringgold  <fe  Co. 
Mr.  Ringgold,  W.  and  C.  Smith,  and  Philip  B.  Key, 
owned  an  extensive  ropewalk,  with  a  house  on  the 
same  lot,  and  not  far  distant  from  the  walk,  in  the  City 
of  Washington.  It  appears,  from  evidence  filed  with 
the  Commissioner,  that  the  owners  of  the  ropewalk 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  manufacturing  cordage  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  upon  contracts  made  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  In  the  year  1811,  a  cable 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  then  lying  in  the  navy 
yard,  had  one  of  its  strands  accidentally  cut  by  a  car- 
penter ;  it  was  taken  to  the  ropewalk  to  have  it  cut, 
and  a  new  one  put  to  each  end.  One  end  of  the  cable' 
was  afterwards,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1811, 
removed  lo  the  navy  yard,  and  the  other  continued  in 
or  about  the  walks.  On  the  25th  August,  a  British 
officer  and  a  party  of  men  went  to  the  ropewalk.  broke 
open  one  of  the  doors,  and  the  officer  ordered  one  of 
the  men  to  set  fire  to  some  yarns  which  were  stretched 
in  the  walks,  and  which  the  master  workman  sUtes 
were  to  have  been  manufactured  into  cables  for  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  person  who  had  care  of  the  ropcwalks 
remonstrated  against  the  conduct  of  the  officer,  and 
assured  him  that  it  was  the  property  of  a  private  citizen  ; 
to  which  he  replied  that  he  did  not  wish  individuals  to 
suffer,  but  that  he  should  destroy  all  bouses  and  prop- 
erty which  were  engaged  in  public  work,  and  that  he 
knew  or  believed  the  yarns  in  the  ropcwalks  were  in- 
tended for  public  use,  and  that  the  walks  at  that  time  were 
employed  in  public  work.  At  the  same  time  he  ordered 
the  house  not  far  distant  to  be  fired,  but,  upon  exam- 
ination, finding  that  it  was  occupied  by  the  master 
workman  of  the  walks,  and  not  occupied  as  a  storehouse, 
It  was  not  fired  at  that  time  ;  while  the  walk,  however, 
was  burning,  the  house  caught  fire  and  was  destroyed. 
The  value  of  the  ropewalk,  and  the  property  that  was 
in  It,  and  the  house,  amounting  to  $17,612  39,  has 
been  awarded  to  the  owners,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
ropewalk  and  house  constituted  a  military  depotite— 
an  adjudication,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  moat 
erroneous  and  improper. 

Another  decision  which  has  been  made  by  the  Com- 
missioner, the  committee  are  of  opinion  is  much  more 
erroneous  and  improper  than  either  of  the  two  which 
have  been  mentioned  :  it  is  the  case  of  William  O'Neale 
and  Robert  Taylor.  The  evidence  before  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  which  he  has  submitted  to  the  committee, 
was  the  certificate  of  Solomon  Frazier,  staling  that  he 
was  a  lieutenant  in  the  flotilla  service  under  the  com- 
inand  of  Commodore  Barney,  and  that,  pursuant  to 
the  commander's  orders  to  him,  he  ordered  the  schoo- 
ner Islet,  belonging  to  O'Neale  and  Taylor,  to  be  sunk 
in  the  Patuxent,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,  on  the  22d  August,  1814— she 
tiien  having  on  board  property  of  the  United  States. 
The  owners  of  this  vessel  are  allowed  $4,000.  that 
being  the  valuation,  according  to  affidaviu  filed  with 
the  Commissioner.  According  to  the  adjudication, 
this  claim  was  allowed,  under  the  third  section  of  the 
act  which  authorizes  payment  for  property  only  in  those 
cases  where  the  injury  has  been  produced  by  capture, 
destrucUoD,  or  loss,  by  the  enemy. 
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The  case  of  O'Neale  and  Taylor  was  before  the 
Committee  of  Claims  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
by  them  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
That  report,  together  with  the  evidence  upon  which  it 
was  made— except  the  official  sUtement  of  Commo- 
dore Barney,  which,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  Scc- 
reury  of  the  Navy  of  the  16ih  of  December,  1816,  u 
now  in  the  possession  of  William  O'Neale— u  annexed 

to  this  report.  .  •  .    u 

Considering  the  exteifded  construction  which  has 
been  given  to  the  law,  and  the  erroneous  decisions 
made  under  it,  the  compitlee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
act  should  be  so  amended  as  to  repeal  a  part  of  lU  pro- 
visions, and  transfer  the  settlement  of  claims  under  it 
to  the  War  Department.  They  are  the  more  induced 
to  recommend  this  course,  because  the  cases  provided 
for  will  there  be  determined  according  lo  uniform  prin- 
ciples observed  m  the  settlement  of  claims  under  the 
control  and  responsibility  of  the  Head  of  that  Depart- 
ment, and  will  pass  through  the  several  offices  in  the 
usual  way  of  transacting  business,  and  subject  to  the 
usual  checks  known  lo  be  so  salutary  in  the  settlement 
of  accounU.     They  therefore  report  a  bill  to  that  effect. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cunimiliee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  in  the  ChatT. 

The  proposition  made  by  Mr  Pickens  to  rec- 
omtueiid  lo  ihe  States  an  atnendtneni  to  ihe  C^n- 
sliiution,  lo  establish  an  unifonuiiy  of  the  mode 
of  election  (by  di.-'iricls)  ia  all  the  States,  of  Rep- 
reseniaiivcs  to  Congress  aud  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President,  was  read. 

Mr.  Pickens,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  sup- 
port bis  proposition.  In  no  other  case  can  it  be 
more  important,  he  said,  that  the  law  should  be 
6xed  and  uniform,  than  in  the  exercise  of  the  right 
of  suffrage.  This  is  the  only  link  between  ihe 
people  aud  their  Government.'  To  preserve  ihis 
connexion,  ihis  right  should  not  only  be  exercised 
in  fact,  but  in  such  manner  as  to  insure  il  confi- 
dence and  respect.  For  this  purpose,  il  would 
seem  essential  ihat  ihe  mode  of  election  should 
be  fair  in  relation  to  different  parts ;  that  it  should 
be  free  from  sudden  changes  j  that  it  should  be  as 
direct  a  comniunicalion  of  the  public  will  as 
convenienily  might  be,  and  in  a  manner  the  most 
pure. 

If  our  system  of  Government  is  worthy  of  a 
fair  trial,  it  must  be  an  urgent  duly  on  us  lo  apply 
its  fundamental  powers  so  as  lo  perforin  properly 
their  several  fuuciious.     The  public  will   being 
the  centre  ol  motion,  its  intiueuce  must  be  prop- 
erly imparled  lo  the  surrounding   bodies,  or   ihe 
experiiiieni  will  be   unfair,  and   the  system  jniay 
become   deranged;   with   this    view,   the   present 
amendment  lo  the  Consiiiuiion  has  been  ofl^red. 
Mr.  P.  said  the  proposition  now  before  ihe  Com- 
miliee  was  so  plain  lu  iisell,  and    had   been   so 
often  brought  into  view  in  the  different  States,  as 
well  as  betore  ihis  body  on  several  occasions,  that 
he  would  only  present  a  few  leading  ideas  which 
induced  him  to  hope  for  its  adoption. 

The  resolution  proposed  to  engraft  no  new  prin- 
ciple iiuo  the  Coosliiuiiou  ;  but  lo  prescribe  a 
mode  of  exercising  one  of  the  clearest  and  most 


valued  rights  which  we  hold   under   that   instru- 
ment— a  mode  as  old  as  the  Government   itself. 
At  first,  when  intrigue  and  Siaie  struggling  had 
not  polluted  our  elections,  it  was  the  mo>l  general 
mode  practised  by  mosi  of  the  Stales,  and  is  still 
continued  by  some  of  ihem.    The  objeclioD,  there- 
fore, which  is  urged  by  some,  that  "the  features 
of  our  Government  should  not  be  altered,"  wiU 
not  apply  to  the  proposed  amendment,  inasmucb 
as  il  embraces  no  new  feature,  and  fixes  upon  a 
uniform  rule,  rendering  il  unalterable  by  the  va- 
rying views  of  the  Slates  and  the  changes  of  fac- 
tions and  limes.     The  reason  of  the  objection  is 
one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  favor  of  estab- 
lishing a  fixed  rule  for  the  exercise  of  our  suf- 
lrage>,  which  shall  become  venerable   from   long 
and  unaltered  usage,  and  on  principles  which  will 
be  equal  and  fair  to  all  parlies,  lo  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  at  all  times. 

Another  objection  I  have  heard  to  one  branch 
of  this  amendment  is,  that  Congress  already  pos- 
sesses the  power   of  regulating  the  elections  of 
representatives.     Il  is  a  sul&uieui  answer  to   say 
that  Congress  never  has  yet  ventured   to  touch 
the  subject,  so  extremely  delicate   is  a   viewed. 
Indeed.  Congress  should  never  be  allowed  lo  touch 
It,  unless  lo  make  such  regulations  as  should  be 
perpetual.      The    consequence   of  allowing    this 
body  lo  be  changing  the  mode  of  exercising  this 
fundamental  right,  would  be  viewed  by  some  of 
lUe  Stales  with  great  jealousy,  particularly  where 
It  mighi  be  construed  as  done  wiih  the  view  of 
gaining  some  unfair  political  advantage;  and  it 
might  often  happen  that  the  jealousy  would   be 
loo  well  founded.     To  avoid,  therefore,  all  causes 
for  future  heart-burnings,  in  limes  when  intrigue 
and  faction  shall  prevail,  would  il  not  be  prudent, 
at  this  season  of  sereniiy,  when  there  is  no  par- 
ticular contest  in  view,  to  establish,  unalterably, 
such  regulations  as  will  be  just  and  fair,  and  least 
liable  lo  abuse  ? 

Steadiness  and  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion of  either  the  Representatives  or  the  Electors, 
is  only  attainable  by  a  Constitutional   provisioo. 
While  this  IS  left   lo   the   varying  views  of  Con- 
gress, and   the  still   more    various   and    varying 
councils  of  the  several  States,  such  changes  will 
be  made  by  the  prevailing   parties,  for  the  time 
being,  as  may  answer  their  particular  views.    Our 
own  experience  is  ample  to  prove  this.    We  have 
seen  sometimes  a  general  vote   prescribed — dis- 
tricts of  various  sizes  electing  from  one  lo  three 
or  four  Representatives  or  Electors,  and  Legisla- 
tures have  taken  upon  ^hemselves  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors.     Thus  have  the  people  beea 
kept  in   a  state  of   fiuciuaiion   and   uncertainly, 
about  the  most  important  right  they  po^sess,  after 
enjoying  it  very  equivocally  and  indirectly,  if  en- 
joyed at  all.     There  have  been  exhibiled  between 
Slates  and   the  parlies  in  Slates,  almost  every 
lour  years,  what  aught  be  called  a  political  farce, 
but  lor   the   importance  of   the   actors,  and   the 
weight  ol  the  results.     The  prevailing  party  in  a 
Slate  have  generally  been  the  advocates  of  State 
rights,  and  for  giving  a  united  suffrage,  regardless 
of  the  sentiments  of  divisions,  being  a  minority  of 
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ij^  more  to  give  respect  to  any  lasiitution  than 


;  t\  whole ^tate.  The  minority  in  a  State  have 
<>«otendedTor  allowing  to  eve'y  section  its  proper 
a^d  disiinqt  weight,  fending  to  divide  the  weight 
j  o^«uffragei  And  this  is  the  general  character  of 
^f  majority  and  minority,  no  matter  of  what  po- 
J^ical  corrvjilexion. 

<  We  hav-  seen  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
though  she.generally  acts  win  much  regularity, 
■a^the  poini  of  losing  her  eniire  suffrage  in  the 
o^jice  of  glectors;  the  choice  was  then  in  the 
legislature-,  and  the  two  branches  differing  in  po- 
lljoal  views,  they  were  unable  to  agree  on  a  bal- 
1^.  until  a.-a  actual  compromise  was  effected,  in 
v^ich  each; side  held  out  for  the  best  terms  it 
cfflild  proctij^e.     In  this  act  the  public  voice  was 
u^ieard.      ; 
^\bout  foiir  years  ago  a  similar  case  happened 
x'^,  Massacliiisetts,  in   which  ft  compromise  was 
aj^ed  to,  after  many  vain  atU'rapts  to  effect  the 
c^ice,  the  two  branches  being  opposed  to  each 
o^er. 
i.    ^jj^bout  the  same  time,  in  New  Jersey,  a  general 
r^«  of  the  people  being  the  established  mode  for 
c^tOsiDg  Electors,  and  no  change  in  the  number 
o^s^lectors,  (jr  other  ostensible  reason  for  an  alter- 
ajjljf.a  exisluig,  the  Legislature  convened  a  few 
fiAy  previol.s  lo  the  time  of  election  ;  and  finding 
a^.aioriiyof  that  body  of  a  different  political 
*^^  'ffom  what  they  supposed  the  majority 

or  ve  qualiued  voters  in  the  State  to  be,  the  elec- 
tion law  wav  instantly  repealed,  and  the  right  of 
appointing  fe'.lecinrs  was  assumed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture; giving  the  Electoral  College  their  own  po- 
Jiticil  image. 

i^i.  P,  said  he  meant  no  reflection  on  these  re- 
spfftable  St«tes;  the  fault  is  in  the  system,  or 
r»i$rr  the  wiint  of  system.  These  are  a  few  only 
,  o^.^^  ridiculi?us  and  disgusting  occurrences  which 
evijAhave,  ;iad  ever  will  attend  this  unsettled 
cc'iijjSe;  tend4ng  to  degrade  our  representative 
Ggjfvroment  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  to  lower 
it*£jour  own  estimation. 

t|fe  boast  of  our  Government  as  an  exception 
m^Tie  wisdofo  of  its  organization,  as  well  as  in 
ih^.f/eedom  pf  its  institutions,  and  that  it  is  not 
foj^ied  for  tije  present  day  only,  but  for  posterity. 
H«;>^  can  we  Reconcile  this  promising  picture  with 
Ihtjtyct  befole  us,  that  we  cannot  exercise  one  of 
tht^'ainest  ai^ts  under  the  Constitution,  and  one 
c^'^rial  to  i^s  existence— the  choice  of  a  Chief 
Mi*0i,trate — ivithoui  these  struggles  and  intrigues 
*"^g  ihe  nctvmbers  of  the  Confederacy,  and  be- 
t*'»jjfO  their  '.omponent  parts?  No  uniformity, 
no  ftabiiity— maxims  which  we  call  fundamental, 
hei^^  often  disregarded  in  practice,  by  which  the 
e.  the  bii'asied  fountain  of  power,  have  sorae- 
;»  not  even  the  semblance  of  suffrage,  and 
^^  nothing^but  the  semblance.  The  Electors, 
cb'^-en  by  a  I',egi>laiure.  elected  for  a  very  differ- 
itt'Urpose,  or  by  a  general  ticket,  formed  by  a 
fttive  or  other  caucus. 

uuld  It  not  conduce  more  to  the  dignity  and 

.ty  of  the  Government,  to  have  it>  principal 

s  filled  by  a  fair  uniform  procedure,  which 

habit  would   render    venerable?      Nothing 


long  unaltered  custom.  This  renders  a  bad  Gov- 
ernment more  tolerable,  and  is  the  foundation  of 
half  the  laws  of  every  country  in  the  world,  our 
own  not  excepted.  When  to  this  regularity  of 
method  is  added  the  qualities  of  being  fair,  pure 
and  congenial  to  our  free  professions,  we  can  at 
least  promise  ourselves  a  fair  trial  of  the  theory 
of  our  Government. 

These  qualities  all  attend  the  mode  proposed, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  with  others  which  add  to 
its  worth.     In  elections  by  the  people,  in  single 
districts,  the  candidates  will  be  well  known  to  the 
voters;  they  can  best  judge  by  their  own  knowl- 
edge who  may  be  entitled   lo  their  confidence. 
The  choice  flows  most  directly  from   the  people 
who  need  no  dictation  fronai  a  caucus.    The  voter 
is   not   hampered    by  a  general   ticket  of  many 
names,  some  of  whom  he  may  not  know,  and 
others   he  may   not   like.     The   operation    being 
confined  to  narrow  limits,  and  the  result  being 
small,   the   public   excitement    cannot    be    great. 
The   exercise   of  suffrage,   originating    with  the 
People,  it  must  be  inaccessible  to  corruption.     It 
IS  a  maxim  universally  admitted,  that  the  body  of 
the  people  is  honest,  and  free  from  intrigue.     It 
would,  indeed,  be  inconsistent  lo  suppose  that  the 
people  should  feel  an   interest  in   injuring   them- 
selves; that  they  should  be  corruptible,  would  be 
absurd.     Otherwise,  in  the  case  of  a  legislative 
choice,  or  caucus  nomination.     With  all  these 
properties,  it  has  that  of  being  perfectly  conve- 
nient. 

In  every  State  there  will  be  a  diversity  of  sen- 
timent, and  often  of  interest.     In  this  mode,  each 
will  have  a  fair  hearing,  where  it  amounts  in  im- 
portance to  the  majority  of  a  district.     In  a  gen- 
eral vote,  any  portion  of  sentiment   less   than  a 
full  majority  of   a  State,  will  not    be  represented 
distinctly.     The  Slates  of  Georgia,  Connecticut, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  all  of  which  have 
chosen  Representatives  by  general  vote,  m  each 
of  these  there  may  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  and 
of  interest;   this  appears  obvious  from    the  ma- 
jority being  so  equivocal  in  some  of  them,  as  to 
make  entire  changes   in   their  delegation.     It  is 
presumable,  that  by  the  district  plan  there  might 
be  districts,  having  decided   majorities  differing 
from  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  State.     And 
why  should  not  these  be  heard  in  their  due  pro- 
portion?    Difference  of  opinion  is  no  crime.     It 
arises   mostly  from  difference  of  interest  and  of 
associations.     If  there  be  a  district  in  Connecti- 
cut, having  a  majority  of  what  is  called  Republi- 
can opinions  ;    or  a  district   in  Georgia,  of  oppo- 
site sentiment,  I  should  like,  in  either  case,  to  see 
such  districts  represented   here.     Though   there 
might  be  no  great  difference  in  the  general  mo- 
mentum on  either  side,  by  this  change,  it  would 
affurd  most  happy  consequences.  Disappointment, 
in  any  measure,  is  tnen  reconciled  by  the  reflec- 
tion that  there  was  a  fair  trial.     Kindred  sympa- 
thies would   be  happily  blended   between  distant 
climates,  and  geographical  divisions  avoided.  The 
contrary  is  the  consequence,  in  any  larger  mode 
ol   division,  and   especially  in  a  general  vote  of 
Stales.    Disappointment   is  then  sharpened    by 
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considering  that  a  fair  trial  was  not  had.  that  the 
sentiments  of  the  minor  divisions  of  the  States 
were  not  heard.  Antipathies  would  naturally  be- 
come sectional  between  whole  States  and  regions, 
heing  united  in  opposition  to  each  other,  respect- 
ively. 

Of  all  species  of  division,  none  is  so  truly  to  be 
deprecated  as  that  of  a  geographical  character. 
And  that  the  modeof  general  vole  tends  that  way 
is  clear,  and  that  in  filling  the  Electoral  Colleges, 
as  well  as  this  House.  For,  the  very  appearance 
of  this  united  opposition  in  colleges  within  whole 
States  and  regions,  to  other  sections,  equally  uni- 
ted, and  this  frequently  occurring,  will  naturally 
lead  to  the  same  kind  of  local  leeling.  And  as 
certainly,  too,  in  a  federative  system,  where  each 
State  is  left  free  to  regulate  its  weight  in  the  bal- 
ance, does  it  tend  toward  the  mode  of  eniire  suf- 
frage; and  our  experience  proves  it.  The  evil, 
then,  IS  a  national  one,  and  a  growing  one.  Its 
only  cure  is  by  a  Constitutional  provision. 

It  IS  said  that,  by  adopting  this  amendment  in 
the  case  of  Electors,  the  federative  principle  in 
that  particular  will  be  decreased.  What  is  that 
federative  principle?  It  consists  mostly  in  the 
two  extra  Electors  being  allowed  to  the  Slates 
without  respect  to  their  relative  sizes ;  this  was  a 
concession  to  the  small  Stales.  And  this  is  still 
retained  by  the  amendment,  as  there  is  no  altera- 
tion in  the  distribution  or  number  of  Electors. 
The  right  of  the  States,  indeed,  to  regulate  the 
mode  of  appointment  being  of  a  federative  char- 
acter, may  be  an  object  with  some.  But  when 
the  Stale  is  so  united  in  sentiment  as  to  present 
an  undivided  front,  it  may  still  do  so,  and  ihe  ob- 
ject IS  hliU  retained.  \Vheu  this  is  not  the  case, 
the  loss  in  any  State  will  depend  on  the  relative 
losses  sustained  by  other  Stales  in  the  same  way, 
and  the  fraction  of  loss  in  any  case  is  not  worih 
the  expense  of  the  many  evils  resulting  from  the 
present  unsettled  course. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  long  been  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  this  amendment. and  had  lor  sev- 
eral successive  sessions  presented  it ;  the  favorable 
period,  he  hoped,  had  now  arrived;  it  may  be 
many  years  before  we  experience  so  much  inter- 
nal harmony.  He  bad  sincerely  wished  that  his 
views  had  impressed  some  other  member  to  have 
offered  this  proposition,  whose  influence  and  ar- 
guraenis  could  have  given  it  force.  He  still  hoped 
Its  own  merits  were  such  as  to  give  it  a  favorable 
deierminatioD. 

Mr.  Root,  of  New  York,  said  that  changes  in 
the  consiuutions  of  Governments  ought  never  to 
be  made  on  slight  motives.  Some  great  evil  lo 
be  avoided,  or  some  great  good  to  be  attained, 
ought  to  be  the  only  motive  to  change.  Attempts 
to  change  a  constitution,  even   if  unsuccessful, 

firoduced  very  pernicious  effects;  they  are  calcu- 
aied  to  strip,  in  a  degree,  the  Constitution  of  that 
reverence  and  respect  to  which  it  ought  to  be  en- 
titled, and  which  ihe  rising  generation  ought  to 
be  taught  to  enteriain  for  it.  For  these  reasons, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  never  would  consent  to  a  change 
for  slight  causes. 

The  first  proposition  contained  in  the  resolution 


before  the  House  was  not,  be  said,  to  his  mind, 
calculated  to  change  the  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution, since  it  proposed  nothing  more  than  a 
modification  of  the  manner  in  which  a  Constitu- 
tional provision  should  be  executed.  That  the 
people  should  elect  their  Representatives,  in  such 
a  manner  as  lo  speak  the  voice  of  the  nation  most 
distinctly,  was  what  the  Constitution  intended. 
To  so  organize  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
they  may  truly  speak  the  national  will,  is  to  lay 
out  the  State  into  districts  for  electing  Represent- 
atives ;  or  ihe  minority  of  the  people  may  elect 
the  majority  of  the  Representatives.  Mr.  R.  was 
therefore  in  favor  of  this  part  of  the  resolution. 

But  the  other  proposition,  said  he,  as  now  pre- 
sented to  us,  coniemplates  an  invasion  of  one  of 
the  great  fundamental  principles  of  our  Constitu- 
tion.    It  was  not  so,  as  the   honorable  genileman 
from  North  Carolina  seemed  to  suppose,  thai  the 
great  States  had  yielded  to  the  smaller  ones  (at 
the  formation  of  the  Constiiulion)  two  Senators 
each.     It  was  the  small  States  that  yielded  a  full 
representation  lo  the  luge  States,  in  the  popular 
branch,  according  to  their  numbers.     Before  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  each  Slate,  large  or 
small,  had  an  equal  voice  in  Congress,  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  confederated  wiili  others,  on  equal 
terms  and  with  equal  rights.    But,  the  large  Stales 
having  to  pay  a  share  of  the  taxes  in  proportion 
to  their  numbers,  the  smaller  States  had  conceded 
lo  the  larger  ones,  that  they  should  have  a  repre- 
sentation in  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  in  pro- 
Eortion   to   their    numbers.     One  branch   of  the 
legislature,    therefore,    was    represenlaiive,    the 
other  federative.     The  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government  was  a  compound  of  both — the  people 
and  the  Slate  sovereignties  combining  their  pow- 
ers to  elect   a   President   of  the   United    Slates. 
Hence  a  small  State,  containing  sixty  thousand 
souls,  was  entitled  to  four  Electors,  while  one  of 
double  the  population  had  perhips  not  five  votes, 
because  the  Electors  are  chosen   on  a  principle 
which  IS  a  compound  of  the  popular  anil  federa- 
tive principles,  one  of  which  this  proposition  pro- 
poses to  invade.     Those  Electors  to  be  appointed 
to  represent  the   people,  Mr.  R.  said,  he   had  no 
objection  should  be  chosen  by  the  people,  and  in 
the  same  districts  as  are  laid  out  fur  the  eleciioa 
of  Representatives;  but  the  other  two  in  each 
Stale,  who  were  to  represent  the  Slate  sovereign- 
ties, ought  to  continue  to  be  chosen  as  the  Legis- 
lature might  direct.    To  establish  a  different  mode, 
would  be  lo  invade  the  rights  of  the  States;  and 
It  would,   besides,  be   found   extremely  inconve- 
nient, in    practice,  to  adopt   the  rule  proposed. 
New  York,  for  instance,  with  twenty-seven  dis- 
tricts for  Represenialives,  would  find  it  extremely 
inconvenient  to  lay  oui  twenty-nine  for  Electors; 
and  the  change  would,  in  other  respects,  be  bur- 
densome.    But  the  inconvenience  of  ihe  rule  in 
practice  was  not  an  objection,  by  any  means,  of 
equal  force  with  that  growing  out  of  its  invaaioa 
ol  the  principles  uf  our  Government,  which  waa 
to  him  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  that  part  of  the 
resolution. 
Mr.  Hammond,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  res- 
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ution  uniier  consideration  embraced  two  objects. 

tie  fir?t  p^rt  of  it  was  intended  to  render  the 
finJe  of  eJ/<:iing  the  members  of  this  House  uni- 
ftnn  throughout  the  United  States;  the  other 
^rt  was  inlerided  to  produce  a  uniformity  in  the 
^ode  of  choosing  Electors  of  the  President  and 
'^ice  President  of  the  United  States.     He  was  in 

for  of  boih  parts  of  the  resolution.     He  would, 
said,  however,  premise  that  he  had  no  objec- 
\^ja  to  tbe|(nodificaiion  of  the   resolution  in  the 

fjnner  proposed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Root,) 
5^0  had  jiist  resumed  his  seat. 
^  vViih  re-ipect  to  the  first  part  of  the  resolution. 
"  *r.  H.  sa|d.  the  Siates,  immediately  after  the 
opiioQ  (4  the  Constitution,  by  their  practice 
e'er  it  roi^ht  be  said  to  have  expressed  an  opinion 
;^orable  u>  the  proposed  amendment.  Most,  if 
I  all  the  Stales,  immediately  after  the  adoption 
•%lbe  Con^ttitution,  had  been  divided  into  districts. 
A  the  purpose  of  electing  members  in  the  House 
f%  Represwitatives  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
yLinner  cQiiem plated  by  the  proposed  amend- 
>»nt.  Th*"  same  system  would  probably  have; 
hrrn  coniiiiued  to  the  present  time,  had  it  not 
Qfi  for  thj-  struggle  between  the  two  great  par- 
whichtiad  for  several  years  past  divided  this 

viOO.  I 

It.  H.  said  that  he  could  not  perceive  that  any 
.ODIOUS  inc(Jnvenience  could  arise  from  engrafting 
t-Mi  part  ofjthe  resolution  into  the  Constitution, 
t^jle  at  Icfast  one  important  advantage  would 
t!|^ttlt  fromjit. 
/it  the  Electors  residing  within  a  territory  com- 
p^hendingjonly  thirty-five  thousand  inhabitants, 
v^ffe  for  oni  man  only  within  that  territory,  their 
i^^ns  of  p^Tsonally  knowing  the  political  princi- 
py^.  talents.; and  morals  of  the  candidate,  would 
bi^fjr  bette^  than  they  could  be  where  the  mem- 
bJiv  of  Coii^ress  are  chosen  by  general  ticket,  in 
a  J»i.Tte  containing  a  population  equal  to  New 
'  >y  or  Nvw  Hampshire. 

klr.  H.  said,  that,  in  his  view,  the  principal 
[(>e  of  thi"  elective  franchise  consisted  in  this: 
|(,  the  Elettor  having  in  his  eye  several  of  his 
Mw-cilizfiis,  with  whose  moral  characters  and 
L-.ial  enctjwmenis  he  was  well  acquainted. 
Lid  by  i>is  vote  declare  which  of  them  he 
^ght  mtjxt  worthy  to  be  intrusted  with  his 
^jis.  As,'  therefore,  by  adopting  the  proposed 
ttidment^.  the  value  of  the  elective  franchise 
^d  be  increased,  and  no  serious  evil  would,  in 
'upinion^of  Mr.  H.,  result  from  it.  he  said  he 
decideifiy  in  favor  of  that  part  of  the  resolu- 

Jut,  said  Mr.  H..  I  consider  that  part  of  the  reso- 
It]Au'>  which  proposes  so  to  alter  the  Constitution 
a»w)  render  the  mode  ol  choosing  Electors  for 
P-lJcHdent  arrd  Vice  President  uniform  throughout 
ihAL  nited  Slates,  far  the  most  important. 

'lie  practice  in  many  of  the  Slates  under  the 
CMs'.itutiou  is,  that  the  Electors  for  President 
atjchosen  by  the  members  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ti<^s.  Thiy  practice  is,  I  think,  inconsistent  with 
l^'igenius  oi  our  Government.  The  American 
G^v'rnmenl  is  essentially  a  popular  one.  All 
pqter  IS  declared  to  be  derived  from  the  people. 


The  voice  of  the  people,  constitutionally  pro- 
nounced at  the  poll  of  an  election,  is  the  only 
sovereign  and  independent  exercise  of  authority 
acknowedged  in  this  nation. 

And,  sir,  the  further  you  remove  an  officer  from 
a  direct  dependence  for  political  existence  on  the 
voice  of  the  people  thus  expressed,  in  that  propor- 
tion you  diminish  the  power  and  privileges  of  the 
citizen.     If  this  doctrine  be  correct,  it  is  then  to- 
tally inconsistent  with  the  general  principles  of 
our  Government,  that  the  elected  should  choose 
Electors.     This  machinery  is  unnece>sary  in  as- 
certaining the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  })eopie 
or.  the  great  question,  "  who  shall  be  their  Chief 
Magistrate."     It  is  inconsistent  with  that  repub- 
lican simplicity  which  ought  to  characterize  the 
government  of  a  free  people.     It  is.  sir.  a  machi- 
nery which,  in  the   hands  of  bad   men,  may  be 
used  to  thwart  that  very  public  will  which,  by  an 
election,  is  supposed  to  be  declared.     The  mode 
of  choosing   Electors   by  the  people,   by  general 
ticket,  as  it  was  called,  Mr.  H.  >aid  was  equally 
objectionable.     Almost  all  the  arguments  which 
had    been,   or  could    be   urged   against  choosing 
members  of  Congress  by  general  ticket,  applied 
with  equal,  if  not  stronger  force,  against  choosing 
Presidential   Electors  in    the  same  manner.     In 
those  States  where  Electors  were  chosen  by  gen- 
eral ticket,  he  believed  it  was  universally  the  case 
that  they  were  nominated  by  the  members  of  the 
State  Legislature.     Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  according 
to  the  present  laws  of  party,  a  nomination  amounts 
to  a  choice. 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  contend  that  it  is  not  right 
that  the    Legislatures  of  the    respective    States 
should  hare  the  power  of  deiermining   the  mode 
of  ctioosiug  Electors  for  the  President.     The  dan- 
ger of  a  combination  of  great  States  to  the  preju- 
dice of  small  ones,  furnishes  to  my  mind  a  strong 
objection  to  allowing  to  the  respective  State  Le- 
gislatures the  power  of  determining  the  mode  of 
choosing  Electors.    One  hundred  and  eleven  votes 
will  elect  vour  President.     The  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts. New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia, 
give   one  hundred  and   one    votes      These  four 
States  therefore,  connected  with  a  comparatively 
small  State,  can  elect  a  President.     Thus  a  mere 
bald  majority  of  one  in  the  State  Legislatures  of 
five  Slates  can  impose  a  President  on  the  fourteen 
States,  even  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  remaining 
fourteen  States  were  to  a  man  opposed  to  bim.     It 
it  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  part  of  the  subject 
further,  because  it  must  appear  evident  that,   if 
the  Constitution  is  not  altered,  the  minority  can 
and  possibly,  nay  probably,  will  govern  the  ma- 
jority.    It  may  be  objected  against  the  proposed 
amendment,  that  if  adopted  a  will  dimmish  the 
influence  of  the  great  Siates.     Be  it  so.     I  am 
willing,  sir,  that  the  influence  of  the  great  States 
in  their  corporate  capacity  in  the  election  of  a 
President  should  be  diminished. 

While  I  say  this,  I  do  not  forget  that  I  come 
from  a  great  State.  But,  sir,  when  this  question 
comes  to  be  fairly  submitted  to  the  people  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  I  have  the  fullest  confidence 
that  their  patriotism  will  induce  them  to  make  a 


I 

f 


■,l 


Dbcbmbeb,  1816. 


Amendment  to  the  Constitution. 


H.  OP  R. 


sacrifice  of  any  advantage  they  may  derive  as  a 
State  under  the  present  provisions  in  the  Consti- 
tution, for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  union,  inde- 
pendence, and  liberties  of  the  United  States  on  a 
firmer  baMs.     Sir.  the  question  of  who  shall  be 
elected  President,  is  not  a  Stale,  but  a  National 
question.     The  President  is  an  officer  who  exists 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and   not  for  any  one  State  or  any  part   o(    the 
Slates.     He  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  created  by 
the  States,  but  by  the  people.     The  personal  merit 
and  political  principles  of  the  candidate  are  the 
only  proper  ohjects  to  which  the  attention  of-ihe 
Electors  ought  to  be  directed.     A  great    State, 
therefore,  cannot  claim,  because  she  is  great,  that 
she   should   furnish  a  Chief  Magistrate  for  the 
nation.     But  so  long  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective   Slates  choose   or  direct  the  mode  of 
choosing  the  Electors,  so  longState  claims,as  they 
are  called,  will  enter  more  or  less  into  considera- 
tion  in    the   selection    of  a  President.     But,  sir. 
alter  your  Constitution,  cause    the    Presidential 
Electors  to  come  directly  from  the  people,  and 
they  will  bring  with  them  the  public  sentiment, 
unbiassed    and    unadulterated.      We    shall    then 
hear  no  more  of  State  claims.     The  great  mass 
of  the  people  will  pay  homage  to  taleni  and  poli- 
tical  virtue — and  whether    the    man   who   chal- 
lenges their  preference  for  these  qualities  is  found 
on    the   heights  of  the  Green    Mountains,  at    the 
northern  extremity  of  the  Union,  or  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi,  to  them   it  will   be  indifferent. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  had  another  objection  against  the 
choice  of  Electors   being  made  by  order  of  the 
State  Legislatures.     It  was   the  danger   arising 
from  the  influence  of  the  Executive  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*  on  the  State  Legislatures  exerted  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  himself  in  office  or  of 
selecting  his   successor.     In    the   few   remarks  I 
wish  to  offer  to  the  Committee  on  this  subject, 
said  Mr.  H.,  I  prote.st  against  the  inference  that 


influence  over  the  opinions  of  other  citizens,  ought 
to  be  guarded  against — ought  to  be  resisted.  And 
sir,  can  it  for  a  moment  be  doubted  but  that  the 
Stale  Legislatures  present  bodies  of  men  on  whom 
the  Executive  influence  can  be  brought  to  bear 
with  more  effect  than  on  the  whole  mass  of  the 
American  people?     1  think  not. 

A  practice,  said  Mr.  H..  has  been  resorted  to, 
and  will  probably  be  resorted  to  again  ;  a  practice 
which,  on  this  occasion,  I  beg  leave  to  mention, 
without  either  censure  or  approbation,  of  desig- 
nating the  Presidential  candidate  in  a  Congres- 
sional caucus.     Putting  for  a  moment  out  of  view 
Executive  patronage,  surely  no  one  will  deny  but 
that  the  political  friends  of  the  Executive,  after 
t  residence  for  some  time  in  his  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, will,  at  such  meetings,  be  greatly  influ- 
enced by  the  knowr)  wishes  and  views  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.    And,  sir,  when  you  add  to  the  influence 
which  political  partialities  and    court  blandish- 
ments will  necessarily  have  on  the  minds  of  the 
best  of  men,  that  influence  which  is  produced  by 
the  power  to  dispose  of  all  offices  of  honor  and 
profit,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  a  majority  of 
the  political  friends  of  the  Executive  will  ever  be 
found  who  will  designate  a  candidate  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  wishes.     The  moment  the  designation 
IS  made,  the  minority  in  such  caucuses  will,  from 
a  respect  to  the  great  political  party  to  which  they 
are  attached,  and  from  at  least  an  implied  hono- 
rary engageratnt,  be  disposed  to  give  their   sup- 
port to  the  Executive  favorite.     Thus  the  personal 
influence  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress is  brought  to  bear,  in  conjunction  with  Ex- 
ecutive influence,  on  the  State  Legislatures. 

Can  Electors  chosen  by  the  State  Legislatures 
under  such  circumstances  be  presumed  to  pro- 
nounce the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  people  ? 
No  sir,  they  will  be  a  species  of  machinery  got 
up  to  respond  the  will  of  the  Executive,  and  not 
men  who  announce  to  the  nation  the  voice  of  the 


I  intend  any  alluaion  to  transactions  in  relation  people.  It  will  be,  as  an  honorable  gentleman 
to  any  past  Presidential  election.  It  is  not  so.  I  j  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.)  in  some  animad- 
tnean  to  stale  what  in  my  opinion  will  be  the  |  versions  which  he  made  during  the  last  session 
conduct  of  the  Execulive,  taking  man  as  he  is.  ;  on  this  mode  of  choosing  Electors,  said,  with  an 
Sir,  the  person  who  will  fill  the  Executive  Chair  j  energy  and  strength  of  language  peculiar  to  him- 
will  have  bis  preferences.     He  will  have  views  j  self  "the  shadow  of  a  shade"  of  an  election. 


of  his  own  in  relation  to  the  great  question  re- 
specting the  first  office  in  the  nation.  He  has  a 
right  to  them — and  bis  opinions  are  entitled  to 
the  same  respect  as  those  of  any  other  individual 
posse-'sed  of  equal  experience  and  judgment.  But 
he  has  no  right  to  make  use  of  the  official  patron- 
age given  him  by  the  Con^tltution  for  other  pur- 
poses, to  aid  him  in  carrying  those  views  into 
effect.  But,  possessingan  inclination  like  all  other 
men,  to  carry  into  eneci  his  own  wishes,  are  we 
not  to  presume  that  he  will  call  to  his  aid  in  ac 


Sir,  the  power  of  the  Slates  to  choose,  or  direct 
the  manner  of  choosing  Electors  for  the  President, 
is  a  rotten,  a  gingrenous  part  of  our  Constitution, 
which  if  not  removed  will  infect  and  poison  the 
body  politic.     I  hope  it  will  be  extirpated. 

If  this  in  fact  be  a  Government  founded  on  the 
opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  if  in  truth 
the  p^-ople  are  not  their  own  worst  enemies,  let 
your  Electors  be  created  immediately  by,  and 
come  directly  from,  the  people.  When  you  do 
that,  and  not   till  then,  you  will   be  certain   that 


complishing  his  views  some  of  the  patronage  of  j  your  President  holds  his  office  by  the  consent  and 
which  he  hndb  himself  possessed  ?     He   must  be  '  at  the   request  of  a  majority  of  the  people  over 
more  than  man  not  to  do  so.     if  then  it  be  desira-    whom  he  presides, 
ble  that  the  free  unbiassed  judgment  of  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  naiion,  pronounced  at   ihe 
election,  should  determine  the  momentous  ques- 
tion. Who  shall  be  the  First  Magistrate?  every- 
thing which  tends  to  give  one  citizen  an  undue 


Mr.  Jewett,  of  Vermont,  proposed  a  division 
of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  sense  separately 
on  the  two  parts  of  the  resolution  ;  as  some  gen- 
tlemen would  be  inclined  to  vote  lor  one  who 
would  not  vote  for  the  other. 
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^Mr.  Ro38,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that  for  his  (  Society  of  Friends,  held  in  Baltimore,  prayine 
;<^n  part  ne  had  not  given  this  subject  that  atten-  i  that  other  and  stronger  prorisioas  may  be  enact- 
'')D  which  It  merited,  and  was  not  prepared  to  ed  to  prevent  the  traffic  m  negro  slaves  from  one 
ote  on  iiHt  this  moment.  The  views  which  had  i  State  to  another,  wiihia  the  United  Slates  in 
een  pretented  by  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  which  traffic  they  allege  that  many  persons  of 
yere  imi^ressive,  and  had  excited  his  reflection.  I  color,  free,  or  entitled  to  freedom  at  a  given  time 
?till  he  wTas  not  convinced,  until  he  had  further  are  carried  into  perpetual  slavery.— Referred  to 
|)portuDi:y  lor  consideration,  that  the  mode  pro-  the  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the 
:)sed   bynhe  resolve  was  the  best  possible  that     President's  Message  which  relates  to  the  African 


^ould  be  .adopted.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  satis 
*,ied,  if  airamendment  in  regard  to  the  mode  of 
"^hoosingi^leciors  was  necessary,  that  one  greatly 
^preferable,  to  that  now  before  the  House  might 

5.3* ot    be   a«<opted.     When    the    Constitution    had 
jjren  originally  framed,  it  had  been  supposed,  he 
id,  that  ihe  members  of  the  Electoral  Colleges 
ould   ge(   together,  and  consult  as  to  the  best 
rson  ujwn  whom   to   bestow  their  voles  ;  but 
Ntie  practii;e  under  the  Constitution  bad  shown 
•^jhis  expectation  to  be  idle,  and  that  the  election 
*^id  not  ID  fact  turn  upon  the  principle  on  which 
■"je  Convention   had  intended  to  fix  it.     On  the 
juntrary,  the  Presidential  candidates  were  fixed 
'Hnd  announced  before   the  election  of  Electors. 
«r.  R.  thokight  the  mode  of  election  ought  to  be 
flanged,  biit  doubled  whether  the  mode  proposed 
,ould  be   ehe  best.     Might   not  the  election,  he 
f-ked,  be  tetter  trusted  at  once  to  the  people? 
i'tiy  the  tpterveniion  of  Electors?     Surely  the 
liiole  bod;'  of  the  people  wuuld  be  less  subject 
^  bribery  tir  corruption  than  any  smaller  body, 
h  did  appc'^ir  to  his  mind,  as  at  present  impressed, 
i«at  to  the  people,  and  to  them  only,  could   the 
dectioo  be  safely  confided  ;  and  that  all  the  pres- 
^ji  machinery,  for  electing  a  President,  which 
i^raeiiraes  is  wielded  by  mere  legerdemain,  cor- 
l^^iion.  or  I'ofair  influence,  be  put  out  of  the  way. 
«  !is  power  would  be  no  longer  dangerous  when 
i^nfined  to   the  people   themselves.     As   to   the 
irfode  of  eUctiog  Representatives,  Mr.  R.  did  not 
me  any  gre^t  objection  to  it ;  but  to  attain  the  gen- 
ilj^man's  object  completely,  the  choice  should  be 
irffMricted  UJ  the  district  by  which  an  individual 
rvrho^en.    The  feature,  however,  might  be  added 
^  an  arae^^ment  to  the  resolution.     Nut  having, 
(u-  said,  mu^Je  up  his  mind  on  this  subject,  and 
^5uraing  that  a  number  of  the  Committee  were 


.>tbe  same,  situation,  and  considering  the  great  !  k'.^*^"''"'"''""' '.r*^  it  might  have  beer 
fr^portanceW  the  subject  on  which^hev  Lre     ^„l°J^!^:!!"''' .^!°"l '^^°''"^"^  °^ '^^»"''J•'^^• 


irr'portance  -of  the  subject  on  which   they  were 
i^ruui  to  act,  he  moved  that  the  Committee  rise 
4i»J  report  j'rogress. 
^r.  Ckiuovti,  in  acceding  to  this  motion,  took 


slave  trade. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm;  and  a  bill  to 
discharge  from  his  imprisonment  John  Ricaud, 
late  a  paymaster  in  the  army  ;  which  were  here- 
rally  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.CALDWELL.ofOhio,  submitted  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  to  ap- 
point  CommiMionera  to  locate  and  mark  out  the  road 
from  the  Ohio  river,  opposite  to  Wheeling,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  through  the  State  of  Ohio,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  havin|  been  amended  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  so  as  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  standing  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  was  agreed  to. 

COMPENSATION  L.\W. 

Mr,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject,  submitted  a  report 
relative  to  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
Congres."!,  embracing  an  elaborate  and  ample 
view  o(  the  subject,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  re- 
peal the  present  lorapensation  law,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  provide  a  daily  allowance  of dol- 
lars,  and  dollars    for   every   twenty    miles 

travelling  to  and  from  the  Seat  of  Government. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  conside- 
ration of  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the 
law  passed  at  the  last  session,  relative  to  the  compen- 
sation of  members  of  Congress,  ask  leave  to  report. 

The  power,  vested  in  Congress  by  the  Constitution, 
of  providing  for  the  pay  of  its  own  members,  is,  doubt- 
less, a  delicate  trust ;  and   it  might  have  been  appr»- 


J — ,  as  from 

former  experience,  that  the  most  judicious  exercise  of 
that  trust  would  not  be  exempt  from  some  degree  of 
pubhc  animadversion.     The  committee,  however,  can- 

--.-,._     ._ w..„„.  .„„»     not  perceive,  either  in   the  increase  of  compensation 

to:;  opportunity  to  observe  that  he  considered  this  I  provided  by  the  late  act,  or  m  the  mode  of  making  that 
^V^uestion  ^of  great  importance.  He  thought  [  compensation,  cause  of  excitement  or  alarm,  adequate 
t^-i  propostjd  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  if  |  to  the  effects  which  are  understood  to  have  been  pro- 
aiJupted,  W'juld  remove  some  evils  which  expert-  j  duced.  The  addition  which  this  law  has  made  to  the 
tKce  has  shown  to  exist,  and  which  in  future  time,  public  expenditure  is  not  considerable  ;  and  if  it  had 
iCoocorrec'cd,  may  menace  the  existence  of  the  ^«en  created  by  other  measures  of  Government,  would 
ife-public.  ^e  ihereJore  thought  this  subject  en-  '  °°^  probably,  of  itself,  have  been  thought  worthy  of 
l^ed  to  the*most  mature  consideration.  ^reat  attention.     And  the  change  in  the  mode  of  com- 

-j^rhe  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- i  P«n*»''on.  e^en   if  it  be  not  attended  with   real   and 


tfi^ofd  ieav^  to  sit  again 
'•  Tt'EDNESDAY,  December  18. 


manifest  advantage,  does  not  still  ap{>€ar  to  be  wrong, 
•0  clearly,  and  in  such  dangerous  measure,  as  to  fur- 
nish grounds  for  any  high  degree  of  public  inquietude. 
The   commiUee,  therefore,  cannot   but    be  of  opinion. 


•^fr    D.^„  .J  -    L  I  ine   commiuee,  toeretore,  cannot   but    be  of  opinion. 

T^ll'I  ^   Ti  ^''''T      *  P^""°''u°'  """  '^P-  '  ♦^"^  '^^  '»'^'«  q"^'tion  ha.  not  been  considered  with- 
r*^*ntative>  ol  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  reiigious  |  out  aome  mature  of  muapprehension  of  lU  prmcipl.. 
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and  objocU,  and  that  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  its 
provisions,  and  more  mature  reflection  on  iu  design 
and  tendency,  if  they  should  not  end  in  a  conviction 
of  lU  usefulness,  would  yet  result  in  a  different  and 
far  more  moderate  estimate  of  iu  probable  evils.  It 
would  not  become  the  committee  to  claim  any  infalli- 
bility for  the  body  of  which  they  are  members,  nor  to 
take  it  for  granted,  that  every  law  which  it  may  pass, 
must,  necessarily,  be  a  wise  and  wholesome  act  of  le- 
gislation. Human  errors  and  imperfections  find  their 
way  into  all  bodies.  And  there  is,  doubtless,  existing 
in  the  judgment  of  the  community,  a  power  under 
whose  revision  this  and  other  acts  of  Covcrnment  must 
and  ought  to  pass.  If,  however,  on  a  review  of  this 
■nbject,  the  House  should  still  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
law  in  question,  or  some  equivalent  provision,  has  be- 
come essentially  necessary  for  the  useful  exercise  of 
the  powers  ol"  Government,  and  for  the  safety,  security, 
and  honor  of  the  people  themselves,  its  members  may 
still  hope,  that  in  not  hastily  departing  from  it,  they 
will  be  justified  by  the  enlightened  sense  and  generous 
sentiments  of  the  nation.  The  abandonment  of  a 
meeaure,  which,  accordingly  to  their  most  conscientious 
conviction,  is  intimately  connected  with  the  general 
good,  would  be  no  means  of  obtaining  favor  with  the 
American  people. 

If,  in  passing  the  law  in  question,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives discharged  any  portion  of  its  duty,  it  acted 
upon  general  and  public  principles,  with  an  entire  dis- 
regard  to  the   convenience  of  its  own  members,  any 
further  than   their  convenience   was  supposed  to  be 
connected  with  the  public  service.     It  treated  the  ques- 
tion, not  as  one  between  them  and  the  pubhc,  but  as 
exclusively  of  public  and  national  concern.     It  regard- 
ed it  as  a  subject  of  general  policy,  by  which  the  na- 
tion, and  the  nation  only,  was  to  be  affected  ;  as  much 
«o  as  any  other  act  of  legislation  whatever.     .\ny  im- 
putation, so  gross  as  to  impeach   its  conduct  in  this 
easential  particular,  a  feeling  of  self-respect  mu^st  com- 
pel the  House  to  pass  over  in  silence,  and  its  members 
must  rely  on  their  known  character,  as  members  of  the 
Government,  and  as  citizens  of  the  community,  to  dis- 
prove  it.     The  House    would  not  presume  to  judge 
whether  its  services,  in  the  various  and  important  mat- 
ters upon  which  it  has  acted,  have  deserved  any   con- 
siderauon   or  respect  from   the   public  ;  but  for  those 
services,   such    as    they  are,  it   haa    not    sought,  nor 
would   accept,  any  reward   which   could  be  measured 
out  to  it  in  ft  mere   pecuniary   compensation.     And 
whde  the  members  of  ihe  House  would    certainly  not 
think  of  claiming  any  merit  for  passing  the  law  in  ques- 
tion, any  more  than  for  the  discharge  of  what  they 
thought  their  duty  in  any  other  case,  the  committee  do 
not  see  that  they    have  any  cause   for  taking  humilia- 
tion upon  themselves,  on  account  of  having  passed  an 
act  which    they  believed   would   be   essentially   useful 
to  the  country,  but  which  they  must  have   foreseen 
would  be  exposed,  itself,  and  might  expose  its  authors, 
to  misapprehension  and  misrepresentation  of  all  sorta. 
Holding  offices  in  the  immediate  gift  of  the  people,  of 
short   duration,  and  at  a  time  when   the    people  were 
soon    to    exercise,  in  most  districts,  their  accustomed 
privilege  of  a  new  election,  if  these   offices  had  been 
objects  of  their  regard,  and  if  they  had  permitted  per- 
gonal  considerations  to   influence    their  conduct,  it  is 
obvious  that  all  such  considerations  pointed  to  a  course 
different  from  that  which  they  pursued.     They  must 
have    known,  that   no    measure   could   be  more  easily 
misconstrued  and  perverted  to  the  purposes  of  obloquy 
and  reproach.     The  committee  cannot  yet  behevc  that 


ft  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  in  the  face  of  theiM  proba- 
ble consequences,  is  to  be  reckoned  among  dangerous 
pohtical  errors. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  Government,  it  waa  of 
course  among  its  first  measures  to  fix,  by  law,  agree- 
ably to  the  requisition  of  the  Constitution,  the  pay  of 
members  of  Congress.  In  the  old  Congress  under  the 
Confederation,  the  members  were  paid,  not  out  of  the 
national  Treasury,  but.  by  the  States  which  they  rep- 
reaonted.  The  rates  of  compensation  were  different 
in  different  States;  some  States  paid  to  their  delegates 
eight  dollars  a  day  ;  others  six  ;  others  leas ;  and  one 
State  at  least  paid  them  by  annual  provision  six  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling.  It  was  natural  to  recur  to 
these  precedents,  when  the  subject  was  taken  up  by 
the  first  Congress,  under  this  Constitution.  Taking 
as  a  just  and  obvious  standard,  by  which  to  regulate 
the  amount  of  compensation,  the  average  of  the  ratep 
which  had  been  paid,  by  the  different  States,  to  their 
Delegates  in  the  old  Congress,  it  was  found  that  such 
average  amounted  to  somewhat  more  than  six  dollars 
a  day.  The  compensation  was  aecordingly  fixed  at 
six  dollars  a  day,  by  the  law  of  1789. 

As  it  waa  foreseen,  that  the  depreciation  of  money, 
or  the  increased  expense  of  living,  might  render  this 
provision  adequate,  the  law  was  limited  in  iU  dura- 
tion, in  order  that  it  might  be  considered  and  altered, 
if  necessary,  at  a  future  period.  The  subject  waa 
again  brought  before  Congress,  in  1795,  by  the  expi- 
ration of  the  former  law.  On  thia  occasion,  as  the 
committee  have  learned,  and  indeed  as  some  of  them 
remember,  there  was  much  diversity  of  opinion  in  the 
House  of  Representalivea ;  some  meml)eni  wished, 
then,  to  change  the  mode  from  a  daily  sum  to  an  an- 
nual allowance  ;  others  preferred  to  retain  the  existing 
mode,  but  to  increase  the  sum  ;  and  ft  committee  of 
the  House  reported  in  favor  of  increasing  the  daily 
pay  to  eight  dollars,  assigning  for  reason,  a  propor- 
tionate increase  in  the  price  of  all  commodities,  and  the 
expense  of  living,  since  the  passage  of  the  act.  Those 
who  opposed  this  augmentation,  admitted  it  would  be 
reasonable,  if  the  price  of  commodities  and  the  expense 
of  living  should  keep  up ;  but  they  hoped  the  rise 
would  be  temporary,  and  that  money  would  soon  re- 
sume, in  relation  to  the  expense  of  hving,  its  former 
value.  The  proposition  to  increase  the  pay  was  lost 
by  one  or  two  votes  only,  and  a  law  paased  establish- 
ing the  former  rale. 

The  state  of  things  existing  in  the  Government  and 
in  the  country,  from  1796  to  the  close  of  the  late  war, 
furnish  obvious  reasons  to  account  for  the  circum- 
stance that,  during  that  period,  no  attempt  was  made 
to  raise  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Seat  of  Government  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  City  of  Washington,  and  the  expense 
of  hving,  instead  of  returning  to  its  former  rate,  as 
was  expected  by  some,  has  gone  on  increa-sing  pro- 
gressively, until  money,  in  relation  the  means  of 
life,  does  not  retain  more  than  half  its  former  value. 
In  other  words,  if  six  dollars  a  day  was  no  more  than 
ft  reasonable  provision,  in  the  cities  of  Phiadelphia 
and  New  York,  eight-and-twenty  years  ago,  twelve 
dollars  would  not  be  more  than  a  reasonable  and 
equal  provision  in  the  City  of  Washington,  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Forty  years  ago,  as  has  been  stated  above, 
some  of  the  States  paid  their  Delegates  in  Congress, 
eight  dollars  a  day ;  and  yet  it  nevor  was  supposed, 
during  the  Revolution,  or  aflerwards,  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  had  made  unreasonable  or  exor- 
bitant provision  for  their  puWic  agenta.     But,  unlesa 
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-Jihe  early  iustory  of  th«  country  was  marked  by  great    adverted  to  for  the  purpose  of  showing  thai  Coieraaa 
-  aitraTagwice  in  this  particular,  the  rate  of  six  dollars  '  has  been  as   favorable   to  others  as  to  itself,  or  that  k 
a  day,  fiied  by  the  law  of  the  first  Congress,  was  no  j  has  made  itself  the  latest   object  of  iu   own  l)Ou»tT 
anore  thai  a  moderate  and  necessary  allowance  at  that  I  In  neither  case  has  it  supposed    iUelf  to  be  bestowine 
irne.beci^use  It  was  no  more  than  the  average  of  what  i  bounty   or   conferring  favor.     It   has  sought   only  to 
States  had  found  it  necessary  to  pay  to  their    make  such  provisions  as  the  public  interest  demanded. 
'     "  But  the  circumstance  is  referred  to  as  furnishing  evj- 


all  the 

respective  delegates  during  the  Revolution 
I  The  Only  question  then,  is,  whether  there  has  been 
J  in  truth  ,*uch  a  change  in  the  country,  in  the  value  of 
money  and  the  expense  of  living,  as  to  render  that 
provisiou*  which  was  no  more  than  sufBcient  in  1789, 
in»iitfici..ul  in  1816.  It  is  a  truth,  plain  to  all  whose 
cxperiertre  or  information  enables  them  to  judge,  that 
so  great  has  been  the  change  in  the  foregoing  particu- 
'^lars,  which  eight  and  twenty  years  have  produced, 
*  that  it  i8.not  incorrect  to  estimate  the  expenditures 
necessarily  attached  to  a  seat  in  Congress  at  twice 
iheir  former  amount.  This  change  has  not  been  con- 
fined to  .the  condition  of  members  of  Congress.  It 
:Jia«  extended  all  over  the  country,  and  as  well  the 
»Nationalj<jovernment  as  every  State  government  has 
oeen  oblijjcd  to  provide  for  it  in  a  proportionate  in- 
crease infthe  salaries  of  their  public  officers. 

The   Siatute   Book  of  this   Government  exhibits  a 
;  (constant  j^nd  progressive  increase  of  compensation  in 
■^    all  the  DjpartmenU  of  the  Government,  with  the  ex- 
.    ceptiono^^the  Legislature  and  the  Supreme  Judiciary. 
:0n    the    tecommendation    of    the    Executive,   or    its 
^  (branches,  the    Legislature  has   repeatedly  augmented 
^Ihe   provimons   for  that   Department,  patiently  raising 
Cihe  pay  oi*  the  clerks    and  of  writers  far  above  that  of 
J'.ts  own  luembers,  without  agitating  either  itself  or  the 
'f  ,:ountry  with  any  question  about  its  own  compensation. 
From  th«r   Heads  of  the    Departments    to    the   lowest 
clerkships  in  the  public  offices,  a  general  augmentation 
has  obui^^d  throughout.     A  long  enumeration  of  in- 
tancrs  i:s,  not  necessary.     One  may  suffice.     When 
members  4f  Congress  were  first  paid  six  dollars  a  day, 
»ihe  salary  :t)f  the  Attorney  General  was  one  thousaiid 
.ive  hundrrd  dollars  a  year.    This  salary  has  since  been 
{increased  |o  three  thousand  dollars;  and  the  Execu- 
tive has,  ;,\  the  present  session,  found  it   necessary  to 
j||recommen;l  a  still  further  increase,  as  essential  to  the 
public  service.     If  the  duties  of  that  officer  have  in- 
creased, sc'have  the  duties  of  membersof  Congress  in  at 
f<--ast  an  eijual  proportion  ;  and  which  of  the  two  sta- 

ttions  requires  the  greatest  sacrifice  of  private  pursuits 
may  be  easily  discerned. 

At  the  time  of  passing  the  late  act,  it  ^as  found 
apon  inqu:ry  that  from  the  organization  of  the  Goy- 
•rnment  tc  the  commencement  of  the  thirteenth  Con- 
ress,  (18^13,)  Congress  had,  on  an  average  of  all  the 
ears,  bei-n  in  session  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  days 
-n  a  year.  For  eight  years,  ending  with  the  thirteenth 
xJongres*,  (1813,)  it  had  been  in  session,  on  an  aver- 
Age,  one  "hundred  and  sixty-five  days  in  each  year. 
5^n  easy  'imputation  will  show  that',  supposing  Con- 
rress  to  sk  hereafter  as  many  days  within  the  year  as 
I  has  U8ui»lly  done  heretofore,  the  present  amount  of 
>)mf)en8»i>on,  including  travel  and  attendance,  will 
xceed  ih-y  amount  received  for  travel  and  attendance 


dence  of  the  necessity  of  the  late  law,  by  showing  that 
a  similar  necessity  had  been  found  to  exist  in  other 
cases  ;  and  that  by  that  law,  Congress  had  done  noth- 
ing for  lU  own  members  which  Executive  recommen- 
dation, and  Its  own  opinion  of  propriety,  with  the  gen- 
eral concurrence  of  public  sentiment,  had  not  com- 
pelled it  to  do  at  an  earlier  period,  and  in  ample  mei- 
sure,  for  other  officers  of  Government. 

The  State  Legislatures,  from  the  same  necessity  of 
complying  with  the  change  of  circumstances,  have 
made  corresponding  changes  in  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  their  governmenU  ;  and  it  may  not  be  inap- 
plicable to  recent  occurrences  to  remark,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  these  Legislatures  have,  in  almost  every  State, 
increased,  in  many  doubled,  in  some  trebled,  their  own 
pay,  during  the  period  in  which  the  compensation  to 
meml>ers  of  Congress  has  remained  at  its  original 
rate.  As  far,  also,  as  the  committee  can  learn,  thia 
increase  of  pay  to  members  of  State  Legislatures  has, 
in  every  instance,  taken  place  in  the  same  session  in 
which  It  was  voted. 

Objections  have  been  made  to  the  manner  of  com- 
pensation introduced  by  the  law  of  the  last  session. 
It  has  been  said  to  have  created  salaries.  If  by  this  it 
is  intended  that  the  law  allows  to  every  member  a 
defined  and  certain  sum,  without  any  deduction  for 
absence  or  omission  of  duty,  it  is  not  a  correct  repre- 
sentation. Such  deductions  are  provided  for  by  the 
law,  as  completely  as  under  the  former  mode.  It  haa 
already  been  observed,  that  a  difference  of  opinion  has 
long  existed  on  this  point,  and  it  still  exists.  When 
the  law  of  1796  was  passed,  there  were  those  who 
thought  It  advisable  to  change  the  mode  then  in  prac- 
tice, and  to  adopt  the  example  of  an  annual  allowance, 
which  had  been  formerly  set  by  a  very  respectable' 
State.  There  have  been  and  still  are  those  who  are 
not  without  fear  that  an  augmentation  of  the  daily  pay, 
if  It  should  not  in  fact  tend  in  some  cases  to  the  pro^ 
traction  of  the  sejision,  might  produce  an  evil  of  equal 
magnitude,  by  subjecting  the  Legislature  to  such  an 
imputation. 

i\or  is  it  at  all  true,  that  the  inconvenience  of  attend- 
ing a  session  of  Congreas  is  always  in  proportion  to 
lU  length.  The  season  of  the  year  in  which  the  ses- 
sion is  holden  may  be  as  material  ns  its  duration.  The 
length  of  the  journey  to  the  Scat  of  Government  u 
the  same  m  both  cases;  and  both  cases  require  an 
entire  breaking  off  of  alf  private  engagemenU,  and  an 
exclusive  devotion  to  public  business.  It  may  be  add- 
ed, also,  that  while  the  compensation  was  computed  by 
the  day,  as  the  sessions  would  naturally  be  longest  in 
times  of  war.  the  greatest  expense  would  fall  on  the 
Treasury,  when  it  could  bear  it  with  the  least  conve- 
nience.    Thinking,  however,  that  the  measure  of  aug- 


j^nder  lb.  former  law,  thirty-eight  per  centum.     After    menting  the  compensation  was  itself  a  necessary  7ne, 

iZ   f  ^n  ^'  'Jf  ^'-""^:'«"^"»J  y''*^.  then,  Congrea.  |  and  that  the  form,  if  not  the  best,  was  a  fair  subject  of 

ll' :      I.  '!.  "    """"A  '"""^"'^  '\Pfy  «f  "«  ">«•'"-  ;  experiment,  the  House  did  not  forbear  to  adopt  u,  from 
^•rs.     It  h>s  increased  It  about  one-third,  and  no  more;     '-'■ .       ■    ■        .  f      • 


i    Tbai 


enitancement  of  other  compensationa   is  not  '  time,  again  adopted 


quence,  the  former  mode  could  be  easily,  and  at  any 
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There  now  remain  other  topics  connecUd  with  this 
subject,  which  the  coiumittea  would  submit  t«  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House. 

Of  all  the  powers  with  which  the  people  have  invested 
the  Government,  that  of  legislation  is  undoubtedly  the 
chief.  In  addition  to  its  own  important,  ordinary 
duties,  the  Legislature  is  the  only  power  which  can  cre- 
ate other  powers.  Departments,  with  all  their  duties 
and  offices — with  all  their  emoluments — can  emanate 
from  the  Legislature  alone.  Over  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  therefore,  the  people  have 
retained  the  power  of  frequent  elections;  and  with  this 
branch  alone  they  have  trusted  the  original  exercise  of 
the  right  of  taxation.  The  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  are  the  special  delegates  and  agents  | 
of  the  people  in  this  high  trust.  They,  and  they  alone,  | 
proceed  immediately  from  the  suffrage  of  the  people. 
They,  and  they  alone,  can  touch  the  main-spring  of 
the  public  prosperity.  They  are  elected  to  be  the  guard- 
ians of  the  public  rights  and  liberties.  Can  the  (>eople, 
then,  have  any  greater  or  clearer  interest,  than  that  the 
seaU  of  these  their  Representatives  should  be  honora- 
ble and  independent  stations,  in  order  that  they  may 
have  the  power  of  filling  them  with  able  and  indepen- 
dent men  7  Is  it  according  to  the  principles  of  our 
Government,  that  the  legislative  office  should  sink  in 
character  and  importance  below  any  office,  even  the 
highest,  in  the  gift  of  the  Executive  !  Or,  can  anything 
be  more  unpropitious  to  the  success  of  a  free,  repre- 
sentative Government,  than  that  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  should  estimate  anything  higher  than 
their  own  seats,  or  should  find  inducements  to  look  to 
any  other  favor  than  the  favor  of  their  constituents  ? 

It  would  be  a  most  unnatural  stale  of  things,  in  a 
Republic,  if  the  people  should  place  greater  reliance 
anywhere  else  than  in  their  own  immediate  Repre- 
sentatives; or  if,  on  the  other  hand.  Representatives 
should  revolve  round  any  other  centre  than  the  inter- 
ests of  their  constituents.  Through  their  Representa- 
tives, the  direct  influence  and  control  of  the  people  can 
alone  be  felt.  In  them  the  rays  of  their  power  are  col- 
lected ;  and  there  can  be  no  belter  criterion  by  which  to 
judge  of  the  real  influence  of  the  people  in  the  Govern- 
ment, than  by  the  degree  of  respectability  and  impor- 
tance attached  to  the  representative  character.  Evil 
indeed  to  the  public  will  that  lime  be,  should  it  ever 
arrive,  when  Representatives  in  Congress,  instead  of 
being  agents  of  the  people  to  exercise  an  influence  in 
government,  should  become  instruments  of  government 
to  influence  the  people. 

It  IS  probably  the  necessary  tendency  of  Government, 
that  patronage  and  influence  should  accumulate  wher- 
ever the  Executive  power  is  deposited;  and  this  accu- 
mulation may  be  expected  to  increase  wiih  the  progress 
of  the  Government,  and  the  increasing  wealth  of  the 
nation.  To  guard  as  far  as  possible  against  the  effect 
of  this  on  the  Legislature,  the  Constitution  has  pro- 
hibited members  of  Congress  from  holding,  while 
members,  any  office  under  Executive  appointment ;  but 
it  has  not  restrained  them  from  resigning  their  seats 
to  accept  such  appointments,  nor  from  accepting  them 
after  their  lerm  of  service  has  expired  ;  nor  has  it  pro- 
hibited the  grant  of  such  offices  to  their  relations,  con- 
nexions, or  dependents.  There  are  hundreds  of  offices 
in  the  gift  of  the  Executive,  which,  as  far  as  pccuni- 
t  ary  emolument  is  concerned,  are  preferable  to  seats  in 
Congress;  indeed  there  are  none,  except  of  the  very 
lowest  class,  which  in  that  respect  arc  not  preferable. 

Is  It  for  the  iiiicrest  of  the  people  that  their  Repre 
•entativea  should  be  placed  in  this  condition  ?     Is  it 


expedient  that  better  service  should  be  commanded  for 
any  other  department  than  for  the  hall  of  legislation  * 
Or,  admitting  that  offices  of  high  trust  and  responsi- 
bility in  the  Stale,  such  as  will  be  commonly  regarded 
less  from  motives  of  pecuniary  emolument,  than  from 
the  love  of  honorable  distinction  and  devotion  to  the 
public  service,  should  possess  more  attractions  than  the 
legislative  office,  is  it  still  fit  or  expedient  that  subor- 
dinate places  in  Government,  such  as  have  no  recom- 
mendation but  the  salaries  and  perquisites  belonging 
to  them,  should  have  the  same  influence  ? 

And  yet,  not  only  is  it  well  known  that  persons,  at 
every  election,  decline  being  candidates  for  the  Legis- 
lature, but  the  Government  has  not  been  without  in- 
stances in  which  members  of  either  House  have  relin- 
quished their  seats  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales  to  accept  offices  of  a  very  low  grade.  Can  the 
public  interest  require  the  establishment  of  a  habit  of 
filling  such  places  by  candidates  taken  from  ihe  legis- 
lative body  ?  Or  what  is  the  value  to  the  people  of 
the  right  of  representation,  if  they  have  nothing  to 
give  which  their  Representatives  will  not  relinquish 
for  even  the  smallest  appointments  of  the  Executive 
power  1  It  cannot  but  tend  more,  one  would  think,  to 
the  permanent  safety  of  the  Republic,  that  no  such 
hopes  or  motives  should  exist ;  that  there  should  be 
no  inducements  of  this  nature,  either  to  an  unfaithful 
and  compliant  discharge  of  official  duty,  or  to  a  more 
indirect  but  not  less  pernicious  exercise  of  the  influ- 
ence of  a  public  character  and  a  public  station. 

The  geographical  extent  of  the  United  Slates  fur- 
nishes a  case  out  of  all  analogy  with  anything  which 
has  heretofore  existed  either  lu  any  State  government, 
or  the  Government  of  any  other  country.  There  are 
members  of  Congress  who  reside  more  than  a  thou- 
sand miles  from  the  Seat  of  Government — a  great  pro- 
portion live  at  more  than  half  that  distance.  If  these 
members  are  accompanied  by  their  families  to  a  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  even  the  present  compensation,  with 
ihe  strictest  economy,  does  not  defray  their  expenses. 
To  live  within  the  means  provided  for  them,  they  must 
come  as  exiles  from  their  own  homes;  they  must 
abandon  not  only  all  private  pursuits,  but  the  enjoy- 
I  ment  of  all  domestic  relations,  and  live  like  strangers 
1  and  temporary  lodgers  in  the  Metropolis  of  their  own 
!  country.  How  far  it  is  wise  in  Government  to  de- 
mand of  those  who  enter  its  service  this  sacrifice  of 
all  social  feelings,  those  who  have  the  deepest  knowl- 
edge of  our  nature  are  most  competent  to  judge.  It  is 
a  sacrifice  which  will  not,  ordinarily,  and  for  any 
length  of  time,  be  made,  by  such  as  have  the  dearest 
and  strongest  ties  to  their  country,  and  the  greatest 
possible  stake  m  its  prosperity. 

One  further  observation  is  obvious.  If  an  adequate 
provision  be  not  made  for  members  of  Congress,  the 
office  will  fall,  exclusively,  into  the  hands  of  one  or  the 
other  of  two  descriptions  of  persons ;  either  of  the 
most  affluent  of  the  country  only,  who  can  bear  the 
charges  of  it  without  any  compensation  ;  or  of  those 
who  would  accept  it,  not  for  the  compensation  legally 
belonging  to  it,  but  from  the  hope  of  turning  it  to  ac- 
count by  other  means.  A  reasonable  allowance, 
neither  extravagant  on  the  one  hand,  nor  parsimonious 
on  the  other,  would  seem  to  be  the  best  security  against 
these  various  evils.  Influenced  by  these  consider- 
ations. Congress  was,  at  the  last  session,  of  opinion 
that  the  compensation  to  members  had  become  inade- 
quate. The  committee  are  still  of  the  same  opinion. 
In  many  cases  it  was  not  equal  to  the  expense  incur- 
red by  individuals  in  theu  attendance  on  the  Legula- 
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ore  ;   and  3n    all   cases   it  muft  be  presumed  that  the 
bor  and  intelligence  bestowed  on   the  discbarge  of 
IS  official  jJuties,  by  an  aWe   and  faithful  member  of 
longress,  could   not  but  yield  a  much  more  profitable 
^  esuit  if  e^iployed  in  pnvmle  pursuits. 
*    Ifthevi'ew   which  the  committee  have  taken  of  this 
object,  be  not  altogether  an  erroneous  one  ;   if  great 
hangcs.   lu  relation  to   the  value  of  money,  and  the 
^ifice  of  ining,  have  taken  place  in  the  country;  if  it 
t^as  been  f(3und  necessary  to  provide  for  this  change  by 
J»n  increase;    of  the    compensation    of    other   officers 
yiroughout  the  General  and  State  Uovcrnments;  and 
•Jrjore  than  all,  if  it  be  desirable  to  maintain  the  Con- 
stitutional importance  of  the  legislative  office  ;  to  open 
'*«  the  people  a  wide  field  for  the  selection  of  Reprcsen- 
Xittives ;  to  put  at   their   command  the  best  talenu  in 
';^eir  respei  tive  districts;  and  to  enable  them  to  retun 
^^e  servicen  of  thos?  whose  knowledge  and  experience 
^i^^ve  best  fitted  them   to   promote   their  interests  and 
^aintain   ilieir  rights ;  then  the  object  of  the  law  in 
■  tiicstion  WU8  not  only  a  useful,  but  a  highly  important 
j;id  commrndable  object 

In  regard  to  the  mode  of  accomplishing  that  object, 

has  not  leen  and   is  not  easy  to  reconcile  opinions. 

the  wt.ole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  un- 

tt  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  advisable  to  provide  that 

?c  increai-f  of  pay  should  be  made  in  the  form  of  an 

'^Idition  to  the  former  daily  allowance.     They,  there 


Ajflt,  recomitiend,  that  in  lieu  of  all  other  compensa 
*'^,:i8,  there  lie  paid  to  members  of  Congress  and  Del- 

^Ntes  of  Territories  dollars  per  day   for  their 

If  uial  attenrlance,  and  dollars  for  every  twenty 

•jirles  travel  to  and  fiom  the  Seat  ol  Government.  And 
At-y  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

i.  Bill  allowing  compensation  to  the  members  of  the 
.•^Senate,  luembers  of  the  House  of  Hepresentatives 
jjnf  the  United  States,  and  to  Delegates  of  Territo- 
J  ries,  and  repeahng  all  other  laws  on  that  subject, 
'contrary  thereto. 

*/Jc  it  ena-led,  4^c..  That  during  the  remaining  part 
W  the  prestnt  session  of  Congress,  to  be  calculated 
■m  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  and  at  every  future 
ssion  of  Congress,  and  at  every  meeting  of  the  Sen- 
^,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  each  Senator  vhall  be  en- 
|ied  to  rec»;ive,  in  lieu  of  all  other  comp>en8ation  here- 

jre  allow»-d  by  law, dollara,  for  every  day   he 

^ill  attend  the  Senate  ;  and  shall   also  be  allowed,  at 
commencement  and  end  of  every  such  session  and 

etirig .-  dollars,  for   every    twenty    miles  of  the 

imated  djistance,  by  the  most  usual  road,  from  his 
r*ce  of  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress  ;  and  in  case 
..^y   membej  of  the   Senate  shall  be  detained  by  sjck- 
ivSus,  on  hij  journey  to  or  from  any  session  or  meeting, 
after  hi»:^rrival  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  Sen- 
he  shall-be  entitled   to  the  same  daily  allowance  ; 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore,  when 
office  oi  the  Vico  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  shall   ^e  vacant,  shall,  during  the   period  of  his 
vices,  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  addition  to  his  com- 

jsaUon  as  a  member  of  the  Senate, dollars,  for 

ry  day  he  shall  attend  the  Senate.     Provided^  That 

Senator  ahall  be  allowed  a  sum  exceeding  the  rate 

dolUrs  a  day,  from  the  end  of  one  such  session 

oieeting,  to  ihe  tune  of  his  taking  a  seat  in  another. 

3Kc.  2.  4nd  be  it  furtker  enacted.  That  during  the 

aining  jjart  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  to 

calculate^l  from  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  and  at 

ry  future  session  of  Congress,  each  Representative, 

each    Pelegate    from    the  respective  Tenitories, 


shall  be  entitled,  in  lieu  of  all    other    compensation 

heretofore  allowed  by  law, dollars,  for  every  day 

they  shall  attend  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and 
shall  be  allowed,   at  the  commencement  and  end  of 

each  session, dollars,  for  every    twenty    miles  of 

the  estimated  distance,  by  the  most  usual  road,  from 
his  place  of  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress  ;  and  in 
case  any  Representative  or  Delegate  shall  be  detained 
by  sickness,  on  his  journey  to  and  from  the  session,  or 
after  his  arrival  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  House  of 
Representatives,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the  daily  al- 
lowance aforesaid  ;  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  addition 

to  his  compensation  as  a  Representative, dollars, 

for  every  day  he  shall  attend  the  House  :  Provided  al- 
ways, That  no   Representative    or  Delegate  shall  b« 

allowed  a  sum  exceeding  the  rate  of dollars  a  day, 

from  the  end  of  one  session,  to  the  time  of  his  taking 
a  seat  in  another.  That  the  said  compensation  to  the 
members  of  the  Senate  shall  be  certified  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  that  which  shall  be  due  to  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  the  Delegates, 
shall  be  certified  by  the  Speaker  ;  and  the  same  shall 
be  passed  as  public  accounts,  and  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
he  Treasury.  And  that  all  acU,  or  parts  of  acU,  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 


The  repKjri  and  bill  haviog  been  read — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  moyed  that  the 
bill  be  made  the  order  of  (he  day  for  the  second 
Monday  in  January.  His  reason  for  moving  so 
distant  a  day  was,  to  give  iime  to  many  members 
to  arrive,  who  had  not  yet  reached  here,  and  to 
avoid  having  llie  subject  discussed  during  the  hol- 
idays, when  the  House  was  usually  ihm  from 
tlie  absence  allowed  to  members. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  objecied  to  so 
distant  a  day,  and  moved  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow. 

A  short  debate  arose  on  the  propriety  of  seleci- 
ing  an  early  or  distant  day. 

Mr.  Nelson's  motion  was  advocated  by  him- 
self and  Mr.  Babbour,  on  the  ground  that  the 
subject  had  been  so  much  agitated  and  so  fully 
discussed,  that  it  was  already  well  uoderslood 
and  further  time  for  its  consideratioa  was  unoe- 
cesjtary;  that  the  measure  was  carried  through 
rapidly  at  the  last  session,  and  a.«  it  required  no 
more  time  to  repeal  a  law  than  to  make  a,  lurther 
delay  was  useless. 

The  motion,   made   by  Mr.  Nelson,  was  op- 
posed  by  Messrs.   Grosvenor,  Calhoun,   Rob- 
ertson, and  PicKERiNO,  who  were  in  lavor  of  a 
more  distant  day,  because,  between  this  time  and 
January  the  House  would  be  less  full;   and  that, 
viewing  the  subject  as   one  of  uocomraon  im- 
portance, one  which  was  perhaps  connected  with 
the  luture  liberties  of  the  country,  a  proper  time 
for  deliberation  was  necessary;  that,  as  the  House 
had  been  accused  of  acting  rashly  in  passing  the 
existing  law,  they  might  be  as  properly  reproach- 
ed with  cowardice  by  a  hasty  and  precipitate  re- 


iractioD,  tjcc 


Mr.  HcLBEBT  said  he  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
motion  of  his  hooorable  friend  (for  assigning  a 
distant  day  for  consideration)  would  prevail.  He 
lamented  the  precipitation  with  which  the  ques- 
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tioD  respecting  this  law  had  been  brought  forward. 
Scarcely,  said  he,  had  the  doors  of  Congress  been 
thrown  open,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
when  motions  were  made,  in  both  Houses,  for 
the  repeal  of  the  act.  Why  this  extraordinary 
haste?  Was  there  no  other  business  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  Congress?  Whence  this  impa- 
tience to  undo  that  which  we  have  so  lately  done? 
A  few  months  ago,  said  he,  after  long  discussion, 
and  mature  deliberation,  we  passed  this  law.  Does 
It  comport  with  the  dignity  of  the  House,  is  it  con- 
sistent with  a  proper  degree  of  self  respect,  thus 
to  hasten  its  repeal?  He  dreaded  the  impuia- 
tioD  of  acting  under  the  induence  of  fear,  or  of  a 
love  of  popularity,  and  he  was  sure  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  proceeding  could  not  fail  to 
bring  upon  them  that  odious  charge.  He  had 
flattered  himself  that  this  subject  would  be  left 
to  the  disposal  of  the  next  Congress.  We.  said 
he,  have  declared  our  opinions,  and  have  given 
our  votes  accordingly.  If  those  who  shall  come 
after  us,  who  have  been  elected  since  the  passage 
of  this  law.  should  be  of  a  different  opinion,  they 
can  reverse  what  we  have  dune.  But  why  should 
we  be  the  censurers  of  our  own  conduct  ?  Why 
thus  pass  sentence  of  condemnation  upon  our- 
selves? Admitting  that  this  business  is  not 
to  be  referred  to  the  next  Congress,  but  is  to 
be  settled  by  ourselves,  why  >iiould  we  be  called 
upon  instantly  to  act  upon  the  long,  the  very 
able,  and  important  report,  which  is  before  us? 
It  is  said  that  the  voice  of  the  people  demands 
an  immediate  attention  to  the  subject.  He  de- 
nied the  fact.  He  said  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple had  not  been  heard.  It  was  the  clamor  of 
newspapers ;  it  was  the  voice  of  party  spirit,  of 
faction,  and  misrepresentation,  which  had  been 
heard.  The  deliberate  opinion  of  the  people  he 
would  always  highly  respect.  But  the  clamors  of 
faction  he  would  despise. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  freely  given  his  vote  for 
the  law  in  question.  He  thought  it  a  correct, 
just,  and  necessary  measure.  He  had  again,  and 
again  reviewed  the  subject;  and  he  was  certainly 
satisfied  with  what  he  had  done.  Until  be  could 
change  his  opinion,  he  would  never  change  his 
vote.  His  constituents,  he  said,  might  impute  to 
bim  want  of  wisdom;  but  they  should  never  justly 
charge  him  with  abandonment  of  his  principles, 
with  cowardly  and  poltroon  conduct. 

Mr.  Gaston  conceiving  that  the  honor  of  the 
House  required  that  they  should  on  the  one  band 
avoid  unnecessary  delay,  and  on  the  other  an  un- 
becoming precipitancy,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  order  for  the  first  Monday  of  January. 

The  question  being  first  taken  on  Mr.  John- 
son's motion  for  the  second  Monday,  was  carried 
by  a  large  majority. 

THE  EPERVIER. 

Mr.  Tavlor,  of  New  York,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  United  States'  brig  Epervier,  supposed 
to  have  been  lost  at  sea. 
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Mr.  Taylor  remarked,  on  this  motion,  that  all 
must  recollect  with  what  anxiety  the  arrival  of 
this  vessel  had  been  expected  and  hoped  for,  on 
her  return  with  despatches  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean. From  the  lapse  of  time  since  that  period, 
the  last  ray  of  hope  glimmering  in  the  bosoms  oi 
the  friends  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  that  vessel 
had  become  extinct,  and  the  persons  on  board 
had  been  now  long  given  up  for  Ipst.  Amoo^ 
them  there  was  a  young  man  of  the  name  of 
Melancthon  W.  Bostwick,  who  was  Purser  on 
board  the  vessel.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  war,  said  Mr.  T.,  he  felt  a  disposition  to  sig- 
nalize himself  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He 
entered  the  naval  service  a  volunteer,  and  was 
placed  on  board  the  frigate  Essex.  In  the  various 
instances  in  which  that  frigate  distinguished  her- 
self, Bostwick  bore  a  distinguished  part.  With- 
out the  aid  of  friends  or  patronage,  by  his  good 
conduct  on  every  occasion,  he  soon  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  very  distinguished  commander 
of  that  vessel.  After  the  capture  of  the  Essex, 
he  was,  on  his  return  home,  recommended  and 
appointed  a  Purser  in  the  United  States'  service. 
There  was  committed  to  his  charge  money  for 
recruiting  for  the  Epervier,  and  he  was  distin- 
guished by  the  accuracy  and  attention  with  which 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  appointment.  His 
papers,  his  money,  and  all  his  accounts,  Mr.  T. 
said,  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  It  was 
due  to  the  feelings  of  his  friends  and  connexions, 
that  their  regret  at  his  lot>s  should  not  be  increased 
by  hi?  being  placed  on  the  booksof  the  Department 
as  a  defaulter,  on  account  of  the  disaster  which 
destroyed  at  the  same  time  his  life  and  his  ac- 
counts. It  was  not  necessary,  Mr.  T.  added,  to 
say  anything  on  the  subject  of  extra  allowance 
to  the  heirs  of  those  who  had  thus  perished,  as 
that  subject  would  present  itself  to  the  Naval 
Committee.  But,  at  any  rate,  it  was  fit  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  deceased,  which 
could  not  be  settled  at  the  Navy  Department, 
without  the  interference  of  the  Legislature. 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE   CONSTITUTION. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  lake 
into  consideration  his  proposition  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
Chair.  He  commenced  his  observations  by  re- 
ferring to  the  ample  scope  of  the  remarks  made 
yesterday  by  the  worthy  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced this  proposition,  and  remarking  on  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  House  resolving  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  as  affording  a  greater  lati- 
tude to  debate. 

There  was,  he  said,  on  this  question,  important 
as  on  all  hands  it  was  allowed  to  be,  a  degree  of 
apathy  and  nonchalance,  which  would  strike  any 
one  ignorant  of  the  character  oi  the  Americaa 
people,  and  of  tlie  nature  of  our  institutions,  with 
great  surprise.     Fortunately,  he  said,  we  are  nst 
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k  people  prone  to  change  ;  and  there  was  not  any 
jffentlenriiio,    however    respectable    his  character. 
;/,owever  specious   his  proposition  on  the  face  of 
)ljir,  could  catch  attention  in  any  of  our  iegislatire 
dies,  unless  there  was  a  decided  conviction  of 
e  expediency  of  adopting  his  views.     To   this 
^'-proposition  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  opposed  in  toto, 
"^ftnd  would  deliver  his  principal  reasons  as  suc- 
jCinctly  as  he  could. 

.  I  It  was  not  necessary,  he  said,  to   remind  the 

ouse,  that  from  the  commencement  of  the  Fed- 

al  Government  the  people  of  the  United  States 

*^iiad  been  divided  into  two  great  hostile  parties. 

•'Although  individuals  had  changed,  the  presump- 

fjon  was  that  the  parties  remained  pretty  much 

he  same  at  the  present  day — although  deserters 

^^ame  and  went  from    the  one   to  the  other,  as 

Suited  thi-ir  interests   or   their   views  of  pulitical 

♦dvancenient,  the  principles  of  the  parties   were 

^ot   much   changed.     One  of  ihe  great   leading 

Itiauses  of  the  division   of  tlie  American   people 

iwas  the  greater  or  less  regard  they  were  disposed 


» ,to  bhow  i<f  the  powers  of  the  States.  It  had  been 
;     vjofien  sani   before  on    this  floor,  but  perhaps    it 

ftinight  not  be  amiss  again  to  state  it,  that  (he  dif- 
{^erence  brtween   the   two  great  parties  consisted. 

5(in  the  onv  hand,  of  a  devotion  to  the  General,  in 

•upposiiion-  to  the  State  Governments,  and  in  the 
jdisiribulicKi  of  the  powers  of  the  Government,  of 
Ci  leaning,  a  bias, an  attachment  to  the  Executive 

f'ljranch  of  the  Government — to  that  branch  more 
emote  from,  and  apparently  independent  of.  the 
^jeople  th.-in   this  House.     I.    said    Mr.   R..    was 
Jbrought   up  in  the  school,  and  have   never  yet 
i     Wen  expeOed  from  it.  which  upheld  the  rights  of 
Jt^e  States   in    opposition    to  the   rights   of  this 
liuasked  monarchy — for  such  our  Government  is  ; 
jf  the  rights  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Gov- 
frnment.  {n  opposition   to  the  other  branches  of 
)e  Goveriimeni,  in  all  cases  (be  it  remarked)  of 
[iloubtful  construction. 

Mr.  R,  jiaid,  then,  he  was  opposed  to  this  reso- 

ition  for  the  simple  reason  thai  it  contemplated 

pu  abridgi.ient  of  the  powers  of  the  States — that 

ras  enou^'h   for  him.     He  was  nut  one  of  those, 

J^e  said,  who  made  new  and  great  di>coveries  in 

^lolitics,  3iich  as   that   the  powers  of  the  States 

|(«rere  too  great  and  ought  to  be  diminished.     If 

^here  wert  no  other  objection  to  this  proposition. 

It   would!  be  sufficient  for  him   that   it  went  to 

\bridge  ifee  powers  of  the  States.     It  was  in  vain 

[or  honoiiable  gentlemen  to  tell  him  that,  in  the 

Jase  referred  to  in   this  resolution,  the  States  did 

^vot  exercise  their  existing  powers  as  they  ought. 

♦With  lliati,   under   favor  and  under  correction  of 

J  be  Chau.  this   House   had  nothing  to  do.     It  is 

'  ao  business  of  ours,  said  he,  how  the  States  ex- 

i^fcise  ih^ir  powers.     It  is  an  affair  of  their  own. 

kussibly  liv'lween  the  Slate  Legislatures  and  their 

;  pnstituejjts,  but   not    between   ihem  and  us.     I 

■  ;ive.  sai(i    Mr.   R..  an  indisposiiion  to  chanse  in 

<  .iovernmjenl— no/o  leges  mutare  ;  would  to' God 

■n  could   fince  see  a  Legislature  here  or   in  the 

^^lates  wjiich   would  leave   things  as  they  found 

flhem,  an^   adjourn.     This  pruriency  of  iegisla- 

lion  wiU.jia  aiy  humble  opinion,  sooner  or  later 


prove  the  bane  and  work  the  destruction  of  the 
Confederacy.  When  I  say,  continued  Mr.  R., 
that  I  am  against  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man, I  hope  that  neither  he  nor  any  other  gentle- 
man will  suppose  I  am  friendly  to  the  manner  in 
which  their  Constitutional  power  has  been  exer- 
cised by  the  State  of  which  I  am  a  member  and 
Representative  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Elect- 
ors. I  am  not.  I  know  that  at  this  moment  it 
is  a  mockery  of  election.  I  feel  aggrieved  in  my 
own  person  as  one  of  jtiie  freeholders  of  thai  Com- 
monwealth, that  envied  Commonwealth  ;  but  for 
that  grievance  I  will  never  come  to  this  House 
for  redress  ;  I  had  much  rather  see  the  grievance 
doubled,  than  that  this  House  should  dare  to 
think  itself  competent  lo  interfere  between  the 
Legislature  and  the  people  of  Virginia.  He 
knew,  he  said,  that  the  election  of  Electors  in 
that  State  was  a  mockery — a  shadow  of  a  shade. 
What  of  that?  It  was  competent  to  the  Lesis- 
lature  to  rectify  it;  whether  by  adopting  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, or  by  taking  (he  power  into  theirowt;  hands, 
or  in  any  other  way,  it  was  for  them,  and  ihem 
alone,  to  decide. 

Mr.  R.  was  against  this  proposition  on  another 
ground.     Because  it  went  to  abridge  not  merely 
the  rights  of  the  States,  but  because  it  did  go  lo 
change  the  terms  of  the  compromise  upon  which 
these   States  had  come  into  the  Conlederatioo  ; 
to  diminish   very  much  ibe  power  of  the  large 
States,  without,  in  the  same  ratio,  diminishing 
that  of  the  smaller    States.     This   Constitution 
might  be,  as  the  gentleman   had   told  the  House, 
a  popular  Government  ;  but,  said  Mr.  It.,  I  deny 
the  faci.     It  is   not.  it  never  was.  a  popular  Gov- 
ernment.    Considered  in   (hat   light,  it  is  one  of 
the  most  unjust,  oppressive,  and  iniquitous  Gov- 
ernments on  the   earth.     He  hoped,  he  said,  he 
was  understood — that   no  gentleman  would   un- 
derstand him  to  bring   ihese  charges  ajainst  the 
Government ;  but  it  was  so.  grant  gentlemen  their 
premises.     Looking  at   the  features  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,  compromise,  he  said,  was  siamped  in 
every  lineament ;  we  can  solve  the  difficulties  of 
the  Government  in  no  other  way  than  by  regard- 
ing It  as  a  Government  of  com()romise  ;   and  in 
that  view  it  was  a  good  Government,  for  the  term 
compromise  supposes  that  the  interests  of  every 
part  are  attended   to,  more  or  less,  and  that  no 
particular   portion  of  (he  community    has  been 
sacrificed    to   (he  rest.     If  (his   were  a   [)opular 
Government,  why  not  introduce  a  resolution  lo 
this  effect:  that  for  every  Representative  on  this 
floor  an  Elector  should  be  chosen  by  the  people? 
Why    have  we  two  addaional  Electors  in  each 
State  ?     Because  of  the  compromise  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government  between  the  large 
and   small  States.     What  was  the  reason  of  all 
(hat  wai  said    in   the  Constitution  about   three- 
fifths  of  all   other  persons,  dec.  lo  avoid  siaiuing 
the  statute   book   (he   wished  to    God  our  con- 
sciences   were    not  stained)    with    the   name  of 
slave?     What   was   thai  provision  inserted  for  ? 
Thai  this  House,  too,  should    be  elected   on  the 
principle  of  cumprotcise  ;  and  ibis  comprototse, 
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Mr.  R.  said  he  wished  it  to  be  understood,  be  did 
not  mean  to  give  up  in  (his  House  or  ou(  of  it. 
In  the  Senate  the  principle  of  compromise  was 
conjpicuous.  As  a  sort  of  middle  term  between 
the  two,  each  Sia(e  was  en(i(led  to  as  many 
Electors  as  it  has  Senators  and  Representatives, 
to  be  chosen  in  such  manner  as  each  Slate  shall 
direct.  We  must  view  this  Constitution  as  a 
compromise  among  the  confederated  States; 
which,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  the  only  principle  on 
which  a  sound  and  practical  statesman  could  find 
himself  justified  in  acting  in  regard  to  it.  When- 
ever that  compromise  was  touched,  if  the  balance 
was  not  nicely  adjusted,  if  the  centre  of  gravity 
was  removed,  no  matter  how  little,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  any  member  of  this  House  to  di- 
vine the  consequences.  Were  the  great  States, 
he  asked,  willing  to  give  up  iheir  Constitutional 
rights  and  power  in  the  election  of  Electors,  and 
that  without  any  equivalent?  Mr.  R.  said  he 
came  boldly  to  meet  the  question.  No  man  had 
a  right  to  expect  that  the  great  State  of  New 
York  would  give  up  the  influence  which  she  pos- 
se.>-sed  in  virtue  of  her  population — which  she 
rightfully  possessed — for  any  consideration  like 
those  which  had  been  urged.  The  State  of  New 
York  was  entitled  to  twenty-nine  Electors;  it 
might  happen  that  the  whole  weight  of  the  State 
of  New  York  in  the  election  of  a  President  might 
be,  if  this  proposition  became  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  casting  vote  of  one  Elector.  Nay, 
the  greatest  State  in  the  Union  might  have  an 
equal  number  of  Ekctors  of  liie  two  political 
parties,  and  its  influence  be  thus  completely  neu- 
tralized ;  the  equation  fairly  worked,  because, 
forsooth,  it  was  better  that  the  Electors  should  be 
chosen  by  the  people  than  by  the  LegisUiure. 
That  would  be  perfectly  right,  because  the  House 
had  been  told  this  was  a  popular  Government, 
and  the  minority  ought  to  have  their  due  weight ! 
They  are  already  allowed  it,  Mr.  R.  said,  in  the 
Government  itself,  but  not  in  the  relations  of  that 
Government  with  foreign  or  with  the  confeder- 
ated governments. 

This  proposition,  Mr.  R.said,  appeared  to  him 
to  strike  at  the  very  root  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  To  that  Constitution  many 
of  the  ablest  and  best  men  in  the  country  had 
been  strongly  opposed,  on  the  ground  that  the 
powers  of  iiie  States  would  be  too  feeble  to  cope 
with  the  powers  of  the  Generdl  Government. 
The  administration  of  the  Governraeni  com- 
menced on  a  different  ground;  but  that  party 
who  had  been  the  strongt.st  advocates  of  the  rights 
of  the  Slates  prevailed  ;  they  got  the  Government, 
and,  after  they  possessed  themselves  of  it,  they 
found  that  the  doctrines  which  ihey  supported 
when  out  of  power,  were  not  quite  so  convenient 
in  the  exercise  of  power,  as  they  had  been  as  the 
means  of  securing  power.  Whenever  any  case 
occurred  involving  the  rights  of  ibe  States,  Mr. 
R.  said  they  were  laid  over — obliged  to  rest  for 
their  defence  on  those  who  had  been  the  enemies 
of  the  Slates.  The  sheep  having  been  deserted 
by  their  dogs,  it  were  easy  to  foretell  their  fate. 
Yes,  he  said,  the  rights  of  the  Stales  bad  been 


principally  maintained,  for  manr  years,  in  this 
House,  by  the  Representatives  of  that  part  of  the 
country  which  had  been  in  the  highest  degree 
inimical  to  the  States;  while  their  old  friends 
had  gone  very  snugly  and  comfortably  to  sleep 
on  the  benches  of  preferment. 

As  long  as  he  had  a  seat  on  this  floor,  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose  any  prop- 
osition which  would  in  any  degree  tend,  first,  to 
diminish  the  actual  existing  powers  of  the  Slates  ; 
and,  secondly,  any  proposition  which  went  in  any 
degree  to  change  the  actual  existing  compromise 
of  weight  and  influence  in  this  Government,  be- 
tween the  greater  and  smaller  States.  The  truth 
was.  if  the  large  States  had  a  proposition  to  make, 
affecting  their  weight  m  the  Government,  so  as 
to  make  it  less  in  proportion  to  their  wealth  and 
population,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  small  States 
to  inquire  what  they  could  give  the  large  ones  as 
an  equivalent.  In  all  public  matters,  where  pre- 
vious proportions  have  been  settled,  upon  which 
the  government  of  a  country  is  to  be  carried  on, 
any  proposition  going  to  change  the  fundamen- 
tal state  of  the  parties,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  met  by 
a  corresponding  proposition  of  so  much,  by  way 
of  equivalent.  Some  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  R.,  may 
think  this  language  strange.  But  how  was  this 
Constitution  formed  ?  Search  the  records  of  the 
Convention.  I  will  not  worry  your  patience  by 
a  detail  of  its  proceedings,  but  every  feature  of 
the  Constitution  shows  that  it  was  the  result  of 
compromise.  We  are  very  well  as  it  is — as  the 
Italian  proverb  has  it.  better  above  than  under 
ground.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  administer  med- 
icine to  make  that  better,  which  I  think  is  at 
present  sufficiently  well. 

Mr.  WaiGHT,  of  Maryland  said,  he  was  con- 
strained to  differ  with  his  honorable  friend,  (Mr. 
Randolph.)  bul  he  hoped  to  remove  his  princi- 
pal objection,  thai  it  would  violate  the  compro- 
mise (meaning  the  Constitution)  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  must  call  the  recol- 
lection of  the  House  to  the  two  modes  of  election 
now  adopted  by  the  several  States,  the  general 
ticket  mode  and  the  district  mode. 

And  here  let  me  remark,  that  the  States  have 
evinced  a  preference  of  the  district  mode,  by  an 
almost  entire  adoption  of  it. 

The  adoption  of  this  resolution  will  produce 
uniformity  in  the  mode,  and  stability  in  its  dura- 
tion, by  being  made  an  article  of  the  Constitution, 
so  that  every  State  will  be  represented,  as  it  i* — 
by  a  member  of  the  political  character  of  the  dis- 
trict, which,  by  a  general  ticket,  would  be  taken 
away,  and  thereby  the  minority  of  the  Stales 
would  be  wholly  unrepresented  in  the  legislative 
council  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  by  the  Constitution,  Congress  may  direct 
by  law  that  the  Representatives  in  Congress  shall 
be  elected  by  a  general  ticket  or  by  a  district 
election,  which  would  supersede  any  law  of  any 
Slate  fixing  a  contrary  mode,  although  each 
Slate  has  a  right  to  adopt  either  mode,  unless 
Congress  shall  legislate  on  the  subject;  thus,  sir, 
there  is  a  clashing  of  jurisuictioa  in  the  general 
mode,  which  the  adopiioQ  o(  this  ameudment  will 
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;^revent.   fSir.  Congress  !have,  with  great  defer- 
^♦nce,  avoided  an  interference  with  the  State  gov- 
>rnments-J3n   this  subject,  although   vested  with 
supreme  power,  legislatively,  to  regulate  the  elec- 
ions  ;  anil  now.  sir,  although  decided  in  the  opin- 
ion that  ihe  district   mode  is   the   best,  yet  they 
forbear   ti?  act,  but    in   concert  with   the  States, 
wchree-fouiths  of  which  must  concur  before  it  can 
5>e  adopted  as  the  rule.     And  can  we.  for  a  mo- 
^nent.  su^/pose  that  the   Representatives  of  any 
Jlptate  wished  more  than  their  just  share  of  influ- 
*,'nce  in  the  General  Government,  or  to  sacrifice 
[the   feelings  and   the   rights  of  the  minority  in 
their  saM    States?     Sir,  I  hope  my  friend  from 
rVirginia  will  find   in  the  Constitution  a  perfect 
Viower  t(*make  this  amendment,  without  violat- 
*.ing.  in  a-.y  respect,  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  in- 
«trumeni. 

Sir,  in  Maryland,  ve  are  laboring  under  a  most 
[oppressive  mode  of  election  in  the  State  Legisla- 
[ture;  by  A  total  disregard  to  the  numerical  prio- 
;iple,  the  lvi««l  principle  of  a  Republican  Govern- 
[ment.  whi-re  a  majority  Ought  to  govern,  which 
kit  is  feart  d,  will  not  be  corrected  without  a  se- 
frious  commotion.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  district  of 
{Maryland:  represented  inCongressby  my  honorable 
t'olleagut  s.  Messrs.  Smith  and  Little,  sends  only 
\Ax  Representatives  to  the  State  Legislature, 
•while  thf  district  represented  by  myself  sends 
itwelve.  Sir,  the  election  of  members  of  Congress 
ought  noi  onlj  to  be  by  one  uniform  mode,  but  at 
^he  sam'  time.  Sir.  the  State  of  Virginia  has 
^lot  yet  made  her  election  of  members  of  Con- 
Aj^ress,  tht  effect  of  which  we  have  just  witnessed. 
^Suppose  the  Legislature  of  that  State  was  now 

f'jo  direct  (heir  elections  by  a  general  ticket  for 
^ny  purpose,  and  thereby  turn  out  her  preseut 
^Federal  f^epreseniatives,  would  any  man  pretend 
^ihat  Virgijiia  would  be  more  correctly  represent- 
**k»d.  or  approve  thvact?  I  presume  not.  We  have 
jfrecently  sfen  in  Boston  what  little  things  Legis- 
•latures  can  do.  by  their  denunciation  of  the  Cora- 
Jpensation  bill,  but  we  draw  consolation  from  the 
irecollectiun  that  the  Hartford  Convention  has  its 
[origin  111  that  body,  whence  the  American  people 
fivill  know  how  to  estimate  their  doings.  Sir,  I 
lope  the  present  resolution  will  be  adopted,  as  it 
'.p  an  apj>t'al  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
"'Itates,  n(-w  generally  in  session,  accompanied  by 
lis  evidence  of  our  approbation,  and  in  the  con- 
V.urreoce  Of  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
Jjhe  States:  will  become  the  general  law,  whereby 
'Vbis  source  of  discord  may  be  extinguished,  and 
tdniformity  and  stability  established.  By  submil- 
%(ing  it,  w^  should  elicit  the  voice  of  the  nation  on 
lathis  great  question,  and,  I  hope,  establish  a  per- 
j^iQaneni  rg/e. 

*  Mr.  Pickens,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that  the 
^forceof  iht?  objections  made  by  thegentlemanfrom 
^Virginia,  mhu  had  just  sat  down,  was,  that  the 
^imendme^t  would  lessen  the  weight  of  the  large 
Lriiaies,  by:  preventing  them  from  giving  a  united 
,yoie.  T!*e  State  which  that  gentleman  repre- 
f-senis,  saia  Mr.  P.,  has  a  mode  of  election  of  Elec- 
ior>  established  which  secures  the  end  he  consid- 
ers so  esa^-ntial.  and  it  has  united  its  vote  by  a 


general  ticket  for  a  long  time  jMwt.     Yet  he  con- 
demns the  elections  as  exercised  in  that  State  in 
strong  terms,  as  a    ''  mockery — a  shadow  of  a 
shade."     [Here   Mr.  Randolph  explained.]    Mr, 
P.  proceeded.    Whether  the  error,  of  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  so  loudly  complains,  be  in 
the  mode  of  election  in  Virginia,  or  in  the  prac- 
tice under  if,  is  in  effect  the  same  thing,  and  is  a 
strong  admission  against  any  mode  of  undivided 
vote.     For.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  thought  it  clear,  that 
the  practice  so  objectionable,  if  he  understood  it. 
was   inseparable   from  any   mode  of  undivided 
vote.     He  supposed  the  objection  to  allude  to  the 
nomination   of  candidates    for    Electors   by  the 
majority  in   the  State  Legislature,  whereby  the 
people   are  made   machines,  dec.     If  a  general 
ticket  must  be  formed,  how,  he  asked,  can  it  be 
done  in  a  State  of  tolerable  size,  without  some 
such   concert?     Can   one   individual  form  such 
ticket  himself,  with  any  hope  of  having  his  vote 
felt?     By  whatever  mode  then  this  concert  ob- 
tains, whether  by  a  party  of  representatives  in 
the  Legislature,  or  by  whatever  other  collection 
of  individuals,  the  principle  is  the  same.     And 
it    requires    counter-concert    to    frame    a    ticket 
in   opposition.      The  voter   is  in  either   case  a 
machine,  moving   by  the  influence  of  a  caucus 
ticket;    he  cannot  divide  the   candidates  given 
him,  without  losing  a  share,  nor   take  a  new  set 
without  losing  the  whole  weight  of  his  suffrage. 
The  evil  complained  of  being  inseparable  from 
the  general    ticket  mode,  it  applies  of  course  to 
the  mode  itself  with  all  the  force  the  gentleman 
ha?  given   it.     What  other  mode  then  remains 
for  giving  an  undivided  vote  to  the  State  ?     The 
only  one  yet  practised  upon  is  that  of  appointing 
the  Electors  by  the  State  Legislatures  directly; 
and   if  it  is  incorrect,  that  the  majority  of  the 
Legislature  should  nominate  a  ticket  for  the  peo- 
ple, will  It  not  be  as  much  so  for  them  to  appoint 
Electors  without  the  people?     The  result  of  this 
reasoning  is,  that  any  mode  which  we  have  used 
forgiving  the  undivided  votes  of  the   States,  is 
subject  to  the  same  just  imputation  ;  it  is  a  mere 
shadow  and  mockery  of  election. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  great  deference  for  the  gen- 
tleman's abilities  and  experience  on  subjects  of 
this  kind,  but  thought  his  arguments  predicated 
on  a  ground  which  was  not  strictly  tenable — that 
the  President  is  the  Representative  of  the  States, 
and  not  of  the  people.  The  number  of  Electors 
being  in  each  State  the  same  with  that  of  the 
Representatives  and  Senators,  seems  to  combine 
the  .National  and  Federative  principles.  The 
two  extra  Electors  allowed  without  regard  to 
population,  was  certainly  a  concession  favoring 
the  small  States,  and  the  remaining  number, 
regulated  by  the  amount  of  population,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  submit,  was  a  concession  to  the  larger 
ones.  By  the  proposed  amendment,  there  is  no 
attempt  to  change  the  number,  and  still  a  State 
will  present  a  united  suffrage,  if  the  sentiment 
therein  shall  be  sufficiently  united.  And  in  case 
it  is  not  so,  the  loss  to  large  States  is  not  so  great 
as  at  first  might  be  supposed.  This  loss  is  not 
to  be  estimated  abstractedly,  but  in   relation   to 
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similar  losses  which  other  States  of  various  sizes 
will  sustain  ;  the  fractional  balance  of  loss  may 
not  be  of  any  moment,  while  the  absolute  loss 
may  be  considerable.  But  we  are  asked,  what 
equivalent  is  given  for  this  loss?  I  answer  that 
an  ample  equivalent  will  be  found  in  the  tran- 
quillity, and  in  the  reform  of  the  exercise  of  suf- 
frage from  a  shadow  to  a  reality— the  purity  in 
its  exercise,  and  the  security  against  its  geographi- 
cal division.  Divisions  of  this  character  are  the 
natural  effect  of  united  suffrage,  while  promiscu- 
ous differences  have  no  such  tendency.  And  as 
naturally  are  our  Slates  now  tending  towards  un- 
divided suffrage.  Some  States,  from  views  of  pol- 
icy, have  led  the  way  ;  others,  on  the  ground  of 
self-defence,  are  imitating  the  precedent,  and  now 
several  States  choose  Representatives  by  a  solid 
vole;  and  few  only  of  the  Slates  divide  in  the 
choice  of  Electors.  This  then  being  the  tendency 
of  the  unfixed  state  of  the  matter,  having  the 
effect  of  encouraging  sectional  feelings  and  divi- 
sions, and  these  again  tending  to  a  disunion,  is  it 
not  an  ample  equivalent  for  the  concession  to 
avoid  these  evil  tendencies,  and  attain  the  ad- 
vantages pointed  out? 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  first  mem- 
ber of  Mr.  Picken's  proposition,  in  the  following 
words  : 

"  For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Rcprescntatiyes  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  each  State  shall  be 
divided,  by  its  Legislature,  into  a  number  of  districU, 
equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  the 
State  may  be  entitled. 

"  Each  district  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
equal  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding 
to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding 
Indians  not  taxed,  three-liflhs  of  all  other  persons. 

"  In  each  dutrict  the  qualified  voters  shall  elect  one 
Representative." 

And  decided  as  follows :  For  that  clause  86, 
against  it  38. 

So  that  more  than  the  Constitutional  majority 
of  two-thirds  decided  in  favor  of  this  part  of  Mr. 
Pickens's  proposition. 

Mr.  Jewett,  of  Vermont,  proposed  to  strike  out 
all  the  residue  of  the  proposition,  (relating  to  the 
election  of  Electors,)  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert 
an  amendment  proposed  by  him,  the  object  of 
which  was,  that  the  Electors  of  each  State  should 
be  chosen  from  the  representative  districts ;  the 
two  extra  Electors  to  be  chosen  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  that  the  question  just 
taken  on  the  first  member  of  the  resolution  had 
surprised  him  mure  than  any  other  vote  he  had 
witnessed  in  this  House;  because  he  took  the 
Tote  in  reference  to  the  arguments  by  which 
it  had  been  supported.  The  honorable  member 
from  North  Carolina  seemed  to  think  that  the 
greatest  danger  to  this  Government,  the  greatest 
bugbear,  was  disunion.  In  former  days,  Mr.  R. 
said,  it  had  been  held  that  consolidation  was  the 
greatest  danger ;  that  the  amalgamation  of  the 
States  into  a  consolidated  Government,  which 
would  sooner  or  later  eventuate  in  a  monarchy, 


was  a  much  greater  danger.  If  the  gentleman's 
argument  were  correct,  why  bad  he  provided  that 
the  division  of  each  State  into  districts  should  be 
made  by  the  States  respectively?  If  this  were 
not  a  Government  of  Slates,  why  had  the  gen- 
tleman not  provided  that  the  whole  population 
of  the  country  should  be  subdivided  into  a  certain 
number  of  districts,  without  any  reference  to 
State  limits,  so  as  to  add,  for  instance,  a  frac- 
tional part  of  the  State  of  Virginia  to  a  frac- 
tional part  of  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina  ?  Be- 
cause this  IS  a  Government  of  the  Slates. 

The  possession  of  power,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  of 
all  known  causes  the  greatest  promoter  of  cor- 
ruption.    I  begin  to  fear,  said  he,  that  the  lime 
is  fast  approaching,  when  we  shall  forget  that 
the  United  States  were,  at  the  commencement  of 
this  confederation,  free,  sovereign,  and  independ- 
ent   States.     There  is  another  member  of  the 
resolution,  not  yet  acted  on,  which  is  abhorrent  to 
my   principles — that  the   representation   in  this 
House  and  the  election  of  President  should  be 
in  the  ratio  of  a  certain  number  of  heads.     If 
we  were  about  to  make  a  constitution,  I  would 
hold  up  my  hand  against  it,  because  I  am  for  a 
free,  equal,  republican  form  of  Government,  and 
1  contend  that  nothing  could  be  less  free,  nothing 
could  be  more  anti-republican,  than  to  give  to  the 
city  of  New  York  an  influence  on  this  floor,  or 
in  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  which  her  rela- 
tive numbers  entitle  her  to.     The  constitution 
of  England  is  complained  of;  but  what  would 
be  thought  of  a  proposition  to  give  to  the  city  of 
London  that  influence  in  the  Government  which, 
on  the  popular  principle,  her  numbers  alone  would 
allow  to  her  ?  It  would  be  signing  over  to  the  city 
of  London  the  absolute  dominion  and  property  of 
the  whole  realm.     Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  at  all 
surprised  that  gentlemen  who  had  not  given  suf- 
ficient consideration  to  this  amendment,  should 
so  lightly  have  voted  for  a  part  of  it.    The  single 
objection  he  had  just  stated,  if  it  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  rights  of  the  Slates,  would  be  laul 
to  it.     It  was  more  competent,  he  said,  for  two 
individuals  to  represent  the  city  of  London,  than 
for  ten  to  represent  the  county  of  York,  contain- 
ing about  the  same   population;  because  in  the 
county  of  York  there  were  a  variety  of  interests, 
but  the  interest  of  the  city  of  London  was  one 
and  indivisible.    Give  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
said  Mr.  R.,  which  is  the  London  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  will  become  so,  a  representation  pro- 
portionate to  her  wealth  and  population,  and  you 
put  a  dagger  into  the  heart  ol  the  Constitution  of 
this  country.     Suppose   the   amendment   to   be 
adopted — fortunately  for  us,  however,  it  will  come 
under   ihe  revision  of  the  Stales;  I  feel  a  hope 
that  they  will  not  commit  an  act  of  political  sui- 
cide ;  that  ihey  will  not  commit  an  act  offelode 
se  by  sanctioning  it — let  that,  said  he,  become  a 
part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
1  would  not  give  a  button  for  the  rights  ol   the 
States.     They  will  become   mere  appendages  to 
this  great  Government — not  much   more   than 
counties;  they  will  become  proper  instrumeals 
for  the  exercise  of  intrigue  and  faction. 
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^    Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  denying  the 
fposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 


bat  thert?  had  been,  or  would  be.  less  excitement 
elections  by  districts  than  in  elections  by  gen- 
ral  tirkei.     The  reverse  had  been  heretofore  in- 
rariably  and  evidently  the  case.     The  election  of 
wenty-fire  Electors  in  Virginia  by  general  ticket 
nad    not  created,  and    never    would   create,  the 
.raaliest  ijiciteraent.     District  the  State,  and  then 
you  Will-see.     Ke  was  very  sorry,  very  sorry  he 
^aid— he  asked  pardon  of  the  State   for  having 
'|!one  it— lor  having  spoken  of  the  electoral  law  of 
Virginia  in  this  House.     Whatever  complaint  he 
}iad  agaipst  her,  he  would  make  at  home  and  not 
;  fcere.     Tl»e  proposed  amendment  to  the  Consii- 
,  Tjution,  sijid  Mr.  R..  goes  to  consolidation.     Gen- 
^  tiemen  s;»y.  it  is  very  fair;  that  it    '"stands    to 
■]  jetson."     We  ai-k  them   to  prove  it.     They  do 
^  «ot;  fur  fliegentlem.Tn  from  North  Carolina,  after 
,   ilDdertak'Dg  to  show  that  this  is  a  popular  Gov- 
'  I'rnment,  tells  you   that   it  was  a  concession  to 
;  ,hese  small   States  that  there  should   be  Electors 
,  Tor  Senafjrs  as  well  as  for  Representatives.     And 
>*e,  said  Mr.  R.,  have  representation  for  our  slave 
,  ;.opulation,  which   was   no  more  a  compromise 
ihan   the  feature  referred  lo.     Why  does  he  not 
,nove  to  sxrike  that  out  ?     Why  does  he  not  carry 
]|he  doctrine  of  perfectibility  farther?     Why  not 
^  -  on  and.  resolve,  that.  Whereas  the  States  are 
fortunately   divided  into  two  factions,  nearly 
^.ual  in  number  and  wealth,  be  it  Resolved,  and 
'..o  forth.  Uiat  each  party  shall  have  the  privilege 
-^  exclusively  choosing  one  branch  of  the  Legfs- 
iture  ?     This  would  be  almost  as  reasonable°as 
ome  docfrines  advanced  on    this  subject.     If.  in 
^ue  choice  of  Electors  and  Representatives,  the 
>onrhole   United  States  constitute  but  one  people 
-jrhy  not  throw  out  the  whole  Union  into  districts? 
«he  Constitution,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  settled  how 
*i)is  should  be  done,  and  there  he  would  leave  it  ; 
.^nd  as  to  these  jealousies,  or  heats,  or  animosities 
Among  the^States,  which  had  been  spoken  of,  so 
l^lp   him  God,  he  had  never  heard  of  anything 
.T  the  kinJ  among  them.     The  Constitution  has 
5Sven  tbern.  said  Mr.  R.,  a  power  (of  prescribing 
':ie  mode  of  choosing  Electors)  and  they  have 
xercised    it   according    to    their   good  will  and 
leasure.     /la  lex  scripta  est — so  is  the  law.     I 
ever  hezpd  before  of  the  United   States  inter- 

Iring  to  hush  up  State  jealousies.  No.  sir,  said 
Ir.  R.,  wt  are  able  to  manage  our  own  aflTairs, 
od  we  ask  nothing  of  you  but  to  let  us  manage 
•jiera  in  our  own  way.  This  whole  proposition 
Jfiad  a  direct  tendency  to  engulph  in  the  Federal 
.Authorities*  all  ihe  power  and  authority  of  the 
*iaie— of  Chis  great  community,  he  meant.  The 
-•ndency  rff  the  progress  of  the  Government  has 
sen  such.  Look  at  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
leat  ?  What  were  they  a  lew  years  ago  ?  What 
■ere  thej  under  Washington,  Adams,  Jtffer- 
od;  wha^  were  ihey  even  under  the  early  part 
f  the  Adiuinistraiion  of  Madison  ?  What  were 
ey  then;and  what  are  they  now  ?  Do  not  gen- 
tlemen hofd  in  their  hands  both  money  and  pow- 
fcl  ^^'*'  '^  "'^  Army?  What  the  Navy? 
Whai  the  amount  of  the  Revenue?     What  the 
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amount  of  the  disbursements  under  this  or  that 
commissioner  of  the  Government?  Is  not  money 
power  ?  Are  we  to  be  thrown  into  a  tumult  about 
a  pitiful  difference  between  so  many  dollars  a  day 
ora  year  forour  compensation,  and  go  onchanging 
the  balance  of  the  powers  of  the  Government 
almost  without  exciting  public  attention  ?  ' 

Mr.   R.  said   he   had  a  full,  a  firm   persuasion 
that  this  matter  had  not  received  the  considera- 
tion to  which  it  was  entitled,  and  which  he  hoped 
it  would  receive  before  the  House  determined  this 
momentous  matter.     He  had  his  doubts,  he  said 
whether  a  proposition  to  make  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent hereditary  in  the  family  of  the  next  Presi- 
dent, would  go  more  directly  to  the  establishment 
of  monarchy  in  this  country,  than  that  now  before 
the  House.     This  proposition  adopted,  the  next 
would  be.  some  gentleman,  discovering  a  lart^e 
fraction  of  population  in  one  State,  would  think'it 
would  conduce  to  equal  representation,  to  add  it  to 
a  traction  in  the  next  State  ;  and  so  we  should  go 
on,  until  at   last   the  whole  distinction  between 
the  Slate  and   General   Governments   would  be 
rubbed  out,  and  there  would  remain  of  the  former 
nothing  but  institutions  for  the  choiceof  Senators. 
Then,  said  he,  what  will  happen  ?     We  shall  all 
find    that  it  is  extremely  exj)ensive   to  maintain 
two  Governments  over  one  people  ;  that  we  can- 
not serve  both  God  and  Mammon  ;  and  we  shall 
have  the  choice  to  abolish  the  General  Govern- 
mentor  the  State  governments— and  which  would 
prevail.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  leave  to  your  sagacity 
to  determine. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  been  called  up  by  accident 
on  this  subject,  because  of  the  apathy  which  ap- 
peared   to  pervade   the   House  ;  not  having  the 
least  idea  that  it  proceeded  from  a  dispositTon  to 
support  the  proposition  before  the  House,  which 
he  supposed  was  introduced— something  like  the 
President's  annual  recommendation  of  tlie  organ- 
ization of  the  militia  and  the  establishment  of  a 
National    University— that    it    would    be    talked 
about,  a  bill  got  up,  and  then  permitted  to  go  to 
sleep.     This  Constitution,  said  Mr.  R.,  was  made 
by  DO  ordinary  men,  under   no  ordinary  circum- 
stances.    I  am    unwilling  now  to  touch    it;  to 
'•  rush  in  where  angels  might  fear  to  tread."    And, 
Mr.  R.  said,  if  ever  there   was  a  time  more  im- 
proper than  the  present  to  change  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  he  could  not  conceive  such. 
A  lime  when— what  was  the  state  of  the  fact  ?— 
when  you  can  hardly  exciteany  man  on  theelec- 
iion  of  the  President.     In  Virginia,  he  said,  there 
was  no  election  in  any  county  for  Burgesses  to 
the  General  Assembly  which  had  not  caused  ten 
limes  the  excitement  that  had  been  caused  by  the 
election  of  President  of  the  United  States.     So, 
It   seemed,   the   Constitution   ought   now   to  be 
changed,  because  everybody  is  satisfied  with   it 
as  It  stands!     There   was,  Mr.  R.  said,  a  general 
disposition  to  acquiesce  in  its  provisions,  and  no 
time  could  be  more  improper  than  this  for  med- 
dling with  the  election  of  President  of  the  United 
States.     As  to  this   House,  that  the  State  Legis- 
latures, would  consent  to  be  dictated  to  by  its  re- 
commendations, that  was  what  he  would  never 
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believe.  It  had  been  suggested  to  him  this  morn- 
ing, he  said,  that  the  single  power  of  sending  a 
recommendation  to  this  House,  fair  and  plausible 
as  presented  to  the  public  eye,  was  an  immense 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive.  So  it  is. 
for  every  man  is  captivated  with  a  specious  pro- 
position, without  considering  how  it  is  to  be  done. 
The  responsibility  is  off  the  President's  shoulders, 
said  Mr.  R.,  and  the  people  look  to  you  for  it. 

One  word  more,  said  he.  and  1  will  finish.  This 
18,  of  all  limes  the  last,  when  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ought  to  act  on  a  proposition  to 
change  the  Consiilulion,  in  any  manner  that  will 
affect  the  relative  weight  of  the  States.  This 
House  lies,  it  is  said,  under  heavy  imputations; 
let  us  leave  this  question  to  those  against  whom 
no  such  imputations  lie.  Let  us  leave  it  to  our 
successors.  How  many  of  us  are  likely  again  lo 
take  our  seals  in  this  H  juse  ?  Certainly  not  all. 
Ought  not  that  consideration  lo  have  some  weight 
on  a  question  of  such  moment?  At  the  next 
session,  the  people  will  have  sent  here  another 
Hou?e  of  Representatives.  The  question  is  not 
so  urgently  impending — for  I  suppose,  sir,  the 
party  is  >afe  for  eight  years  lo  come — let  us  defer 
the  decision  of  ihis  question  to  the  next  session, 
when  men  will  come  fresh  from  the  people,  per- 
haps more  highly  charged  with  the  national  will, 
and  equally  able  to  express  it  with  ourselves. 

Mr.  Pickens  considered  the  principle  or  the 
effect  50  liille  differing  from  the  original,  that  he 
would  be  content  with  the  amendment,  if  the 
majority  of  this  body  approved  of  it.  But  believ- 
ing the  original  not  attended  with  any  serious  in- 
convenience, and  raiher  most  consistent  with  his 
views  in  principle,  he  should  not  vote  for  ihe  gen- 
tleman's amendment. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont (Mr.  Jewett)  ought  not   to  be  acted   on 
without    some  consideration.     The   plan   of  his 
honorable  colleague  was  to  divide  each  State  into 
as  many  districts  as  the  State  had  Electors,  and 
in  each  of  these  districts  to  have  an  Elector  chosen 
by  the  qualified  voters  among   the    people.     The 
plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  was  to  di- 
vide each  Slate  into  Congressional  districts  only, 
from  each  of  which  an  Elector  was  to  be  chosen 
by  the  people,  and  to  vest  the  Legislature  of  the 
Stale  with  the  power  of  appointing  the  other  two 
Electors.     This  latter  proposition  was  supported 
by  some  considerations  not  to  be  disregarded.     In 
the  fir>t  place,  it  seemed  more  to  consist  with  the 
theory  of  our  Federal  Constitution,  which,  in  re- 
gard to  the  choice  of  a  President,  kept  in  view  as 
well  the  federative  as  the   popular   principle.     It 
would  be  recollected  that,  in   apportioning  Elec- 
tors to  the  States,  the  Constitution  had  regard  to 
their  population,  by  assigning  to  them  as   many 
Electors  as  itiey  respectively  tiad  Repre>entatives; 
and  had   also  regard  lo  their  federative  capacity, 
by   assigning  to  each,  without   distinction,  two 
Electors,  as  it  had  assigned  to  each  of  them  two 
Senators.     Now,  there  would  be  an  obvious  con- 
gruity  in  giving  the  appoiniraent  of  the  two  Elec- 
tors to  which  eacii  State  was  entitled,  as  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Confederacy,  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  which  represents  its  independent  sovereign- 
ty ;  while  the  Electors,  who  represented  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  State,  should  be  chosen  by  the 
people,  in  proportion  to  iheir  numbers.  It  was 
probable,  too,  that  some  inconvenience  might  re- 
sult from  the  double  division  which  it  would  be 
necessary  lo  make  of  each  Stale,  upon  the  plan  of 
his  colleague — a  division  into  districts,  for  the 
choice  of  Representatives,  and  another  division 
into  districts,  a  little  more  numerous,  for  the  choice 
of  Electors.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  sim- 
plicity in  the  original  plan  which  could  not  fail 
to  recommend  it,  and  a  complexity  in  that  sug- 
gested by  the  amendment,  which  perhaps  more 
than  overbalanced  its  advantages.  He  threw  out 
these  remarks  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  and  in  the  hope  of  ascertaining  ia 
which  form  the  principle,  which  alike  pervaded 
the  original  proposilion  and  the  amendment,  was 
most  likely  to  obtain  their  approbation.  As  for 
himself,  he  would  candidly  acknowledge  that  he 
saw  so  little  difference  in  the  practical  results  of 
either  plan,  and  so  strong  was  his  attachment  to 
the  principle  on  which  both  were  founded,  that 
he  was  indifferent  as  to  the  form  which  might  be 
preferred. 

To  the  principle  of  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  Cunstiiuiion,  I  am,  indeed,  said  Mr.  G.,  a  most 
zealous  friend  ;  and  instead  of  feeling  either  aston- 
ishment or    regret  at  the   vote   which   has  just 
passed,  I  hail  it  as  a  happy  augury  of  that  which 
will  obtain  on  the  remaining  branch  of  the  propo- 
sition.   No  man  more  reverences  the  Constitutioa 
than  myself.    No  man  would  dread  more  any  rash 
innovation  on  its  principles.     But  this  is  not  such 
an    innovation.     It    alters    not    the    fundamental 
terms  of  the  contract— it  merely  regulates  in  de- 
tail, in  conformity  to  these   fundamental   princi- 
ples, a  subject  which  had  been  left  for  regulation 
to  the  different  Slate  Legislatures,  and  which  ex- 
perience has  shown  ought  lo  be  regulated  in  the 
charter  itself.     And  are  we,  in    respect   to   the 
Constitution,  to  renounce  the  benefits  of  experi- 
ence?    Shall    the    lessons   of  practical   wisdom, 
which  are  taught  in  that  school,  be   received  in 
vain?     Such  was  not  the  design  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution.     They  were  aware  that  time 
would  make  manifest  defects  in  that  instrument, 
which   no   political  sagacity   could   foresee,  and 
they  therefore  provided,  by  the  instrument  itself, 
a  process  for  ifi  amendment.     Surely,  if  experi- 
ence has  taught  us  anything  in   relation   to  our 
form   of  Government,   it   has  shown    that   there 
ought  to  be  an  uniform  and  permanent   mode  of 
appointing  Electors.     It  is  demanded  by  the  honor 
of  our  country,  that  some  remedy  should  be  de- 
vised to  cure  the  shameful  disorders  which  are 
obtruded  upon  our  view,  on  the  approach  of  every 
Presidential  election.     1  speak  without  particular 
reference  to  parlies,  when  I  say  the  mode  is  every- 
where made  subsidiary  to  the  immediate  views 
and  interests  of  ihe  dominant  faction.     Nor  do  I 
think  that  we  subject  ourselves  to   the  censure 
which   the   honorable   gentleman   from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Randolph)  bestows  on  those  who  claim,  as 
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ifitl  ptculmr  character  which  has  been  imparted 

:\\  us  by    he  CoQstitutioD,  of  initiating  araend- 

r-fi.ents  whf^h  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  consider- 

rij^uoa  of  the  States,     And  it  would  be  strange, 

*jtodeed.  if  fUose  to  whom  the  people  have  granted 

Jjiiis  power  were  chargeable  with  arrogance  when 

/Ihey  inquire  into  the  existing  defects  and  point 

^Ut  a  suitat)le  remedy  ;  whether  those  defects  are 

^pnd  to  bf  inherent  in  the  instrument  itself,  or  to 

Hse  from:the  mal-administration  of  those  whom 

>»t  instruaient  has  made  the  depositories  of  con- 

T|tence.     The  gentleman  from  Virginia  supposes 

ylit  this  suDJect  has  not  been  well  considered.     I 

l^l'lieve  thai  few  subjects  ever  have  received,  it 

Oiis  country,  so  much  consideration   from   those 

^bo  have  {aken  any  part  in   public   business.     I 

i*all  not  say  when  it  was  first  brought  into  no- 

Ose— for  I:speak  from  general  recollection— but 

(ittainly.  for  the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  it 

'1?^*  V°°^''  ^^^  °'"  °^^^^  ^*^^^   ^^^°^^  '*^e  public. 
JSi  diflferent  times,  during  this  interval,  it  has  re- 
ceived the  siinction  of  the  Legislatures  of  New 
)^Tk,  Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina.  Massachu- 
sits.  and  Virginia.     It  was.  I  believe,  but  the  last 
\yinter,  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  two  latter 
a»tes  recorj.raeuded  it  unanimously;  and  scarcely 
**cssion  of  Congress  has  passed  for  several  years 
h|t:,  in  obedience  to  the  earnest  and   unanimous 
^»h  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  it  has 
t*5Q  brougt^t  under  consideration  here  by  some 
9r  the  members  from  that  State.     Surely,  there 
U^  been  no  precipitance  in  Congress;  certainly 
M'  subject  to  now  understood,  if  it  ever  can  be 
i<I(Jerstood.,Nor  can  I  think   that  these  States 
laflje  States,,  too,  supposed  they  were  seekincr  to 
b<§'>k  down; State  power,  when  they  recoramend- 
QLiiuch  an  (Amendment.    'Tis  true,  that  such  an 
fti^-ndment.  in  form,  abridges  the  power  of  the 
fcfjjiie  Legislatures,  for  it  narrows  their  discretion 
J»J5K)  the  mcde  of  appointing  Electors.    But,  let 
>tj.ie  shown  .(and  if  any  gentleman  can  show  it  it 
^m  be  the  jjentleman  from  Virginia)  that  it  de- 
fMiyes  them.')!  any  beneficial  power,  of  any  power 
^Ifch  can  U*  available  to  them,  by  way  of  secur- 
i^k,  an    eqUMibrium   against   Federal   authority. 
^Jf  lac t  IS, 'Chat  it  only  takes  away  from  them  a 
r^/Jter  of  d«".ail  and  regulation,  onerous  in  itself 
f^irnishing  tye  materials  for  factious  intrigue  and 
r^fDQ?uvre,  ?»ud  productive  of  no  advantage  to  the 
ftfliles.  * 

^Ulr.  G.  MKi  his  remarks  were  necessarily  de- 
s^tory,  for  ihey  were  unpremeditated ;  nor  had 
h|.^4risen  wfth  a  view  of  entering  into  the  merits 
of  »rhe  great  principle  under  consideration.  He 
Wijlld,  however,  notice  another  remark  of  the 
gv^(leman  ffom  Virginia.  It  had  been  said,  dis- 
t^f  electiop;^  of  Electors  would  diminish  the  rel- 
•tif?  strengtJii  which  the  great  States  had  in  this 
(.Confederacy;  and  that,  whether  this  strength  wa^ 
^)foportion«te  or  not,  they  were  entitled  to  it 
t^*\c  origin^  terms  of  the  association,  and  ought 


'  ,  ,  . —  ^"'uj'iaiui  couia  oe 
inade  he  begged  that  it  might  be  remembered 
that  their  present  disproportionate  po^er  arose 
not  from  the  original  terms  of  the  Confederacy 
but  from  an  alteration  which  had  been  made  in 
those  terms.  It  wiis  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  directing  that  the  Electors  should 
designate,  by  their  votes,  between  the  President 
and  Vice  President,  that  the  great  States  now 
owed  their  exclusive  claim  to  these  offices.  And 
U  the  eQect  of  the  proposed  amendment  should  be 
to  communicate  some  additional  power  to  the 
sma  ler  States,  it  would  be  but  to  restore  the  ratio 
bxed  by  the  original  compact. 

Mr.  G.  repeated  that  his  wish,  in  regard  to  the 
proposition  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  wa» 
to  ascertain  what  effect  its  adoption  would  have 
on  the  success  of  the  principle  contained  lu  the 
proposition  of  his  colleague.  To  afford  some  orv 
portunity  for  an  interchange  of  opinions,  and  for 
a  further  discussion  of  the  subject,  he  moved  that 
tne  l^ommittee  should  now  rise 

When  Mr  G.  concluded,  the' Committee  rose, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


BcJ  to  be  d«riTed  of  if      ^-"- . '7'  — ""S"'    ^"""^y  oi  iiricansas;  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  ii 
•^^  d^  nred  of  ,t.    To  this  argument,  n  |  the  county  of  Cape  Girardeau  ;  at  the  seat  of  jti 


Thursday,  December  19. 
Mr.  Conner  presented  a  petition  of  Francis 
Le  Barron,  praying  for  permission  to  open  and 
work  any  copper  mine  which   he  may  discover 
on  the  southern  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  or  on 
the  islands  in  that   lake,  for  a  certain   number  of 
years,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  the  subject  may  suggest 
to  the  wisdom  of  Congress;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
Conner  Root,  and  Thomas  Wilson,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  ^ 

M??  ™°i'^°.°^  ^''  Forney,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  such  alteration  m  the  or- 
ganization o{  the  corps  of  artillery,  as  will  place 
the  officers  of  that  corps  upon  a  more  equal  foot- 
ing, as  regards  promotion,  with  the  officers  of 
other  corps  of  the  Array. 

On  niotion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Aflairs  were  directed  to  present  to  the  House 
a  general  view  of  the  measures  that  have  been 
adop  ed  under  the  several  laws  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  so  as  to  show  whether  the  expenses  there- 
of have  been  defrayed  by  the  profits,  without 
diminishing  the  capital,  or  requiring  auxiliary 
appropriations;  and  also  to  show  at  what  points 
trading-houses  are  established  under  those  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Committee  on 
f  ublic  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  establish- 
ment of  land  offices  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  at  the  follow- 
ing,places:  At  the  town  of  Arkansas,  in  the 
county  of  Arkansas;  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  in 
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tice,  in  the  county  of  Lawrence;  and  at  the  seat  of 
justice,  in  the  county  of  Howard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  better 
regulating  the  leasing  ana  working  the  public 
lead  mines  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in 
Missouri  Territory,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
tect the  lessees  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
leases,  and  to  enable  the  Government  to  collect 
its  rents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  leasing 
and  working  the  salines  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  or  such  part 
thereof  as  it  shall  be  deemed  adviseable  to  put 
into  operation  for  public  use. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  TTiat  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
ingtructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending 
or  explaining  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  for  desig- 
nating, iurveying,  and  granting,  military  bounty  lands, 
passed  on  the  fifth  of  May,  1812,  a^  to  authorize  a  de- 
vise of  said  bounty  lands:,  though  no  patent  shall  have 
been  granted  therefor,  at  the  time  of  the  devise. 

Mr.  Barbour  observed,  on  this  motion,  that 
the  object  of  that  section  of  the  law  was  to  pre- 
vent a  sacrifice,  by  discharged  soldiers,  of  their 
property,  without  knowing  or  realizing  its  value; 
bat  it  could  never  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  to  prevent  a  man  from  disposing  of 
his  own  unquestionable  property,  on  his  decease, 
to  any  other  person  than  the  heir  at  law,  if  he 
should  so  will.  This  construction,  however,  had 
been  given,  and  it  was  this  construction  he  wished 
to  be  corrected. 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  in  introducing  the 
following  resolution,  adverted  to  the  obvious  im- 
portance of  a  correct  report  of  the  decisions  of 
cases  adjudged  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  sub- 
ject had  been  before  Congress  at  the  last  session, 
and  a  bill  had  passed  the  Senate  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of^a  reporter  of  the  decisions  of  cases 
adjudged  in  the  Supreme  Court,  but  from  the 
press  of  business  had  not  been  acted  on  in  this 
House.  To  bring  the  subject  again  before  the 
Hou«e,  he  moved 

"  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  reporter  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Suies." 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

TR.\DE  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Illinois,  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
excluding  foreigners  from  trading  with  the  Indians 
residing  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Forsyth  of  Georgia,  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman, that  his  object,  as  ascertained  from  the 
face  of  his  resolution,  had  been  already  attained 
by  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session. 


Mr.  Pope  said,  that  the  act  referred  to  gave  to 
the  Government  a  dispensing  power.  His  opin- 
ion was,  that  there  ought  to  be  no  sucli  power, 
and  that  foreigners  ought  to  be  entirely  excluded. 
Such  a  course  would  relieve  the  Indians  from 
their  present  dependence  upon  the  British  traders, 
the  ill  effects  of  which  were  at  present  very  evi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Desha  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
motion,  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  instead  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  Mr.  Pope  ac- 
ceded. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  suggested  to  Mr.  Pope  the 
propriety  of  defining  his  object  more  precisely, 
because,  from  the  terms  of  the  resolution  now 
proposed,  it  would  appear  as  if  there  was  no  law 
in  existence,  excluding  foreigners  from  trading 
with  the  Indians.  There  was  such  a  law,  and  it 
would  be  better,  he  thought,  that  the  gentleman 
should  specify  in  his  motion  the  particular  part 
of  it  he  desired  to  see  amended. 

Mr.  Pope  said  he  had  not  only  in  view  the  ob- 
ject he  had  mentioned,  to  repeal  the  dispensing 
proviso  to  the  act  of  last  session,  but  that  the 
committee  should  also  recommend  such  measures 
as  would  insure  a  due  and  certain  execution  of 
other  provisions  of  the  law  in  question. 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION- 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  take  further  into  consideration  Mr.  Pick- 
ens's proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  Massachusetts,  proposed  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Jewett, 
(now  under  consideration,)  the  subject  of  which 
was,  as  Mr.  Jewett's  motion  proposed  that  the 
Electoral  districts  should  be  the  same  in  number 
as  the  Representative  districts,  to  further  provide 
that  the  Representative  should  also  be  the  Elec- 
toral districts. 

Mr.  HuGER.  of  South  Carolina,  took  the  floor, 
and  observed,  that  he  had  paid  less  attention  than 
he  should  otherwise  have  done  to  the  subject  un- 
der consideration,  in  consequence  of  the  apathy 
and  indifference  which  generally  prevailed  during 
the  early  part  of  the  debate,  and  the  impression 
thereby  made  on  his  mind,  that  a  large  majority 
of  the  Committee  was  opposed  to  the  system  of 
election  by  districts.  He  had  since  discovered  that 
this  impression  must  have  been  erroneous,  and 
bad  therefore  voted  against  going  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  again  on  that  day,  in  order 
to  obtain  further  time  for  reflection.  As  the 
House,  however,  had  thought  proper  to  proceed, 
and  the  question  would  probably  be  taken  that 
morning,  he  would  venture  to  make  a  few  remarks, 
crude  and  undigested,  as  he  feared  they  would  be 
found. 

He  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  propriety,  or 
rather  necessity,  of  establishingsome  one  uniform 
mode  of  election  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  believed  that  by  districts  laici  out  in  the  sev- 
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<  jeral  States,  by  the  Legislatures  thereof,  at  certain 

'<fixfd   periods,  to  be  the   most  eligible  and  most 

jcoDform';ble  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constiiution, 

,  «which  cuijid  be  devised.     He  had  been,  therefore, 

ji**hi?hly  gratified  at  the  vole  given  yesterday  in  the 

^^Conimuife  of  the  Whole.     From   that   vote  he 

♦*',feh  auth'^rized  to  infer,  that  there  was  a  decided 

■n*Consiituuonal  majority  of  that  body  who,  with 

^;himsel/,  «pproved  of  the  system  of  district  elec- 

*-^tioBs.     Ooder  this  conviction,  he  should  decline 

•^taking  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  by  any  ob- 

^servjiiuo';  on  the  merits  of  the  abstract  principle 

•which   lind   already  received   their  approbation, 

^nd  procfed  to  inquire  how  far  it  might  be  expe- 

-Cdif  nt  to  udopt  the  second   member  of  the  resolu- 

-^ion,  whifch  proposes  to  extend  the  same  principle 

^.   to  the  eltction  of  Chief  Magistrate,  which    the 

i^  £rst,  alrejidv  adopted,  did — to  the  election  of  the 

fi  •members.of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Jj  Jo  doing  Hhis,  he  should  commence  by  eodeavor- 

J^Mng  to  meet  and  obviate  some  of  the  principal  ob- 

Yl  jections  ^ade  to  the  proposed  amendments  gen- 

X    erally.  aijd  more  especially  to  the  one  respecting 

I*  ihe   Electors  of  President   and    Vice   President, 

t  .immediately  unJer  consideration. 
It  had-;  been  objected,  thai  this  was   not  the 
^  proper   ti^me  to  do  anything,  inasmuch  as  there 
■  t  was  no  t-Kcitement  in  the   public  mind,  and  our 
•^.national  f  oncerns  were  progressing  smoothly  and 
f -prosperously.     To  him,  on  the  contrary,  it  would 
seem,  for  these  very  reasons,  the  most  proper  time 
to  invest^ate  and  act  upon  subjects  of  this  kind. 
A  must  [profound  peace  reigned  among  the  civil- 
ized nations  of  Europe,  with  whom  we  had  any 
political  .-elations,  as  well  as  on   this  side  of  the 
I  Ailauiic."   All  those  passions  and  domestic  feuds 
i  which  hi|d   unfortunately   divided   and   agitated 
^  .the  good  neople  of  thete  United  States  sin°ce  the 
V  Constiiuijon  had  been  adopted,  had  subsided,  and 
*  te  trusted  were  at  an  end.     The  individual  who 
.;  ^is  to  fii(  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  for  the 
pexi  fouK  years,  had  just   been  elected;  conse- 
'  ^quently,  t'lat  election  could  in  no  wise  be  affected 
;  Lby  a  decisjon  made  at  this  time,  in  favor  or  against 
'  ^ihe  ameiftlraenl  proposed.     Party  ftelings  were 
^.altogethet  extinct;  or,  if  perchance  any   latent 
sparks  stiM  remained,  there  was  nothing  on  the 
•Ipreseot  occasion  to  rouse  them  into  a  flame.     It 
^was  next  |o  impossible  that  there  should  exist  any 
^.^Jindue  intjuence  or  improper  motive  to  bias  the 
Ifote  of  a  fingle  member ;  nor  could  he  well  con- 
::,  jecture  anV  other  motive  or  inducement  to  vote 
>  for  or  aga'insl  the  resolution  now  proposed,  save 
.  ,an  honest  conviction,  on  the  mind  of  the  member 
;  about  to  g!ve  his  vote,  that  it  was  right  or  wrong. 
J  iSureiy  no  more  favorable  moment  could  be  ira- 
^  jgined,  or  asked  for,  to  take  up  and  decide  upon 
<  'the  expediency  of  making  a  change  of  any  kind, 
"  W  it  more  or  less  important,  in  the  great  national 
»|Compacr.  . 

Neither  could  the  genlleman  who  introduced 
ihese  amendments  be  accused  of  havinty  brought 
'sbem  forward  of  his  own  mere  motion  and  caprice, 
or  without  strong  and  sufficient  inducements. 
There  was,  not  a  person  within  the  walls  of  that 
r;^, House  wtto  was  not  aware  of  the  abuses  which 
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bad   taken  place  in  regard  to  the  election  of  the 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President;  nor 
would  any  one,  he  believed,  deny  that  the  present 
mode  of  choosing  the  President  had  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  prevent  the  attainment  of  the  great  ob- 
ject aimed  at  originally  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  to  wit :  that  of  securing  at  the  head 
of  the  General  Government  a  pure   elective  Ma- 
gistracy.    Who  indeed  was  not   apprized  of  the 
various  turns,  and  twists,  and  quirks,  which  had 
alternately   been   adopted   by  different  States,  or 
rather  predominant  tactions  in  different  States,  to 
insure  a  result  of  the  election  of  the  day  favorable 
to  their  wishes  and  views  ?     How  many  and  how 
frequent  changes  had  been  made  in  the  mode  of 
election,  on  the   spur   of  the  occasion,   and    to 
effect  some  temporary  and  factious  purpose.     It 
could  not   be  necessary  to  recall  to  the  minds  of 
the  Committee  the  Congressional  caucusses,  the 
Legislative  caucusses,  the   town  and    city,   and 
ward  caucusses,  and  all  that  train  of  abuses,  which 
had  sprung  up  of  late  years,  and  been  introduced 
by  artful  and  intriguing  men,  loinfluence  elections, 
and  lake  them  virtually,  if  not  nominally,  out  of 
the  hands  of  those  in   whom  the   Constitution 
wisely  intended  to  vest  them.     But  nothing  more 
conclusive  could  be  adduced  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  than  the  observations  which  fell  from  the 
gentleman   from   Virginia   yesterday.     He   had 
stated  himself  to  the   Committee   in   so   many 
words,  •'  that  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to   the 
•  manner  in  which  the  State  he  represented  had 
'exercised  its  Constitutional  power  in  regard  to 
'  the  election  of  Electors ;  that  he  felt  himself  ag- 
'  grieved,  as  a  freeholder  of  that  Commonwealth, 
'  by   the  manner  in   which    the  late  election  of 
'  Electors  had  been  carried  on  ;  that  it  was  the  mere 
'  mockery  of  an  election — a  .-.hadow  of  a  shade." 
The  people  of  North  Carolina,  the  more  imme- 
diate constituents  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution 
before  them,  had  been  peculiarly  and  frequently 
agitated,  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  mode  of 
electing  the  Electors  of  the  President  and  Vice 
President;  and  the  Legislature  of  that  State  had 
again  and  again,  he  believed,  unanimously  recom- 
mended an  election  by  districts,  both  of  the  Elec- 
tors of  the  Executive,  and  of  the  members  of  that 
body.     Neither  was  that  respectable  State  insu- 
lated, or  alone  in   making  the  recommendation. 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania.   Virginia,  and,  as 
he  had  just  been  informed,  New  York — the  four 
largest  and  most  important  States  in  the  Union, 
had  each,  at  different  times  within  a  few  years, 
and  with  the  indiscriminate  approbation  of  both 
political  parties,  recommended  the  same  or  simi- 
lar amendments  to  the  Constitution.     He  drew 
two  important   inferences   from    this  fact:  first, 
that  these  powerful  States  had  each  experienced 
much  inconvenience  and  serious   evils  from  the 
present  unsettled  and  changeable  mode  of  electing 
the  Electors  of  the  President  and  the  members  of 
the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature.     Secondly, 
that  the  system  of  electing  the  one  and  the  other 
by  districts,  had  suggested  itself  to  them  all,  as 
the  most  eligible  ana  most  likely  lo  remedy  the 
evilf  they  had  severally  experienced.     Supported 
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by  soch  high  authority,  he  yielded  the  more 
readily  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  in 
affording  his  feeble  support  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

But  they  were  warned  in  glowing  language  of 
the  danger  of  approaching  the  sacred  charter 
of  our  rights,  or  meddling  with  the  nicely-ad- 
justed provisions  of  the  Constitution.  He  felt 
the  full  force  of  the  appeal.  It  accorded  equally 
with  the  dictates  of  his  judgment,  the  sympathies 
of  his  heart,  and  all  the  early  prejudices  of  his 
political  life.  Attachment  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  as  it  originally  came  forth  from 
the  Convention,  and  was  afterwards  adopted  with 
amendments,  by  the  several  States,  was  what  he 
understood  to  be  regarded  as  true  and  genuine 
federalism.  It  was  in  this  view  of  the  subject, 
and  upon  this  principle,  that  he  had  accepted  of 
the  appellation  of  Federalist;  not  merely  from 
attachment  to  any  party,  however  greatly  he 
might  have  esteemed,  and  been  attached  to  the 
individuals  composing  it.  Such  indeed  was  his 
veneration  for  the  Constitution;  such  the  awe, 
the  dread,  and  the  superstitious  reluctance  with 
which  he  ever  approached  it,  that  he  was  almost 
prepared  to  accept  of  the  well  known  alternative 
prescribed  on  a  former,  and  somewhat  similar 
occasion,  and  oblige  the  individual  who  proposed 
an  amendment  to  it,  to  do  so  with  a  halter  around 
his  neck.  On  the  present  occasion,  however,  he 
felt  him^^elf  not  so  much  supporting  an  altera- 
tion in  the  fundamental  principles  or  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  as  endeavoring  to  restore  it 
in  some  degree  to  that  form  and  symmetry  in 
which  It  proceeded  out  of  the  hands  of  its  origi- 
nal framers.  and  which  it  possessed  previously  to 
the  change  adopted  some  years  since  in  regard  to 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  by 
designating  each,  and  thereby  destroying  the 
whole  machinery  so  dexterously,  and  as  he  had 
always  conceived,  so  happily  contrived  by  the 
Convention.  He  remembered  perfectly  when 
this  change  was  introduced  and  carried,  for  he 
bad  at  the  time  a  seat  in  that  House.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Randolph,)  and 
himself,  then  stood  in  a  relative  situation,  dia- 
metrically opposite  to  that  in  which  they  were 
now  placed.  Those  who  thought  with  him,  as 
well  as  himself,  had  then  in  like  manner,  though 
in  less  powerful  language,  nodoubt  argued  against 
change  and  innovation.  But  they  were  laughed 
at,  and  compared,  as  he  well  remembered,  to  a 
certain  nation,  who  were  represented  to  have 
been  so  attached  to  old  habits,  that,  because  their 
forefathers  had  once  harnessed  their  ploughs  lo 
the  tails  of  the  animals  which  drew  them,  they 
could  never  be  induced  to  alter  the  mode,  ridicu- 
lous as  It  was,  or  change  it  for  any  other,  though 
evidently  more  convenient. 

He  bailed,  however,  most  cordially  the  revo- 
lution which  had  laken  place  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  so  many  other  respects,  in  the  opinions  of  gen- 
tlemen. It  afforded  him  peculiar  satisfaction  to 
find  that  tho^e,  who  some  years  ago  had  promoted 
most  strenuously  ihe  change  in  the  mode  of  elect- 
ing the  Executive  branch  of  Government,  had 


been  taught  by  experience,  at  least,  to  doubt  of 
the  wisdom  of  the  measure,  and  to  express  some- 
thing like  regret  at  the  part  they  had  taken  in 
bringing  it  about.  For  himself,  although  he  had 
no  disposition  to  enter  into  a  lengthy  discussion 
of  what  had  been  done,  and  felt  all  due  def- 
erence for  his  own,  as  well  as  the  other  Slates, 
which  had  sanctioned  the  alteration  he  alluded 
to,  by  adopling  it  ;  yet  he  might,  he  trusted, 
be  permitted  to  say.  without  giving  offence  to 
any  party,  that,  in  his  estimation,  the  original 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  electing  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  had  not  had  that  fair,  full,  and 
sufficient  trial  to  which  it  was  entitled,  and  that 
the  feelings  and  irritation  of  the  moment  had  led 
lo  the  change  in  it,  by  designating  the  respective 
individuals  who  were  to  fill  the  offices  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  rather  than  cool  inves- 
tigation, mature  deliberation,  or  any  strcmg  evi- 
dence that  such  an  amendment  would  be  really 
an  improvement  in  the  system  or  mode  of  elec- 
tion introduced  by  the  Convention. 

Were  it  possible  to  gel  the  Constiiution  re- 
stored, in  this  respect,  to  its  pristine  form,  he 
should  be  perfectly  satisfied.  He  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  acknowledging  that  he  should  prefer  such 
a  course  to  the  amendment  under  consideration, 
or  any  measure  whatever.  But  the  time  was 
not  yet  arrived  when  he  could  entertain  even  the 
hope  of  this  being  brought  about.  He  must, 
therefore,  accept  of  the  next  best  alternative, 
which  he  thought  to  be  the  uniform  mode, 
now  proposed,  of  choosing  the  Electors  of  the 
President  by  districts  throughout  the  United 
States.  Indeed,  the  practice  and  abuses  in  regard 
to  the  election  of  tne  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  where  everything  was  left  lo  the 
whim  and  caprice  of  the  moment,  and  no  sort  of 
check  provided  againsi  intrigue  or  any  other 
abuse,  had  been  found  from  experience  so  objec- 
tionable, and  were  evidently  so  pregnanl  with 
evil  and  future  mischief,  that  scarcely  any  change 
could  be  devised  which  would  not,  in  his  estima- 
lion,  afford  the  probable  chance  of  a  better  stale 
of  things. 

It  had  been  further  urged,  as  an  objection  not 
to  be  gotten  over,  that  the  amendment  proposed 
was  contrary  to  the  spirit,  and  totally  abhorrent 
to  every  principle  upon  which  the  Constitutioa 
was  founded.  The  Constitution,  they  were  told, 
was  a  mere  matter  of  compromise  and  expedi- 
ency, and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  principles 
and  admitted  axioms  belonging  lo  popular  Gov- 
ernment. He  neither  acquiesced  in  the  sound- 
ness nor  force  of  the  objection,  nor  in  the  accu- 
racy of  the  exposition  as  to  the  features  of  the 
Constitution.  He  felt  no  hesitation,  indeed,  in 
acknowledgiog,thatlhe  Government  under  which 
we  lived  was  one  of  compromise  and  expediency; 
but  insisted  that  it  was  a  compromise  avowedly 
intended  and  understood,  ab  initio,  to  be  engraft- 
ed upon  popular  principles.  These  principles,  it 
was  true,  were  modified  in  many  respects,  and  in 
a  great  variety  of  ways,  by  the  compromise  en- 
tered into.  The  federal  principle  of  distinct  States 
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«i  haviog  separate  and  distinct  rights,  particularly 
'j  in  regard*  to  the  management  of  their  own  inter- 
■^  nal  concerns,  was  beyond  all  doubt  one  of  the 
'^. features  af  that  compromise.     On  the  other  hand, 
■  ij.the  imniediate   agency  of  the  people,  in  contra- 
distinction to  that  of  the  State  sovereignties,  was 
another  jfeature  no  less  strongly  marked  on  the 
face   of  it,   and    which    extended,  pari   passu, 

3'  throughout  all  its  provisions.     Banishing,  then, 
all  idle  disputes  about  words,  he  contended  the 

•  Constitution  or  compromise  was  founded  upon 
^iand  compounded  of  two  perfectly  distinct  princi- 
T*  pies — iht^one  federal,  the  other  popular. 

'\  These  itwo  principles  would  be  found  blended 
T  and  prep^onderating  alternately,  in  a  greater  or 
•■*,less  degiee,  in  every  article  and  section  of  the 
^^  written  |:ompact,  which  he  held  in  his  hands, 
f  The  verV  first  words  of  that  instrument  proved 
[•beyonc^  ill  doubt  that  it  was  understood  to  ema- 
.nate  imifiediately  from  the  people,  not  merely 
_-from   th<i  State   sovereignties,  under  which  the 

♦  people   ijad    previously  lived.     The   words   are, 

•  "  we,  th^  people  of  the   United   States,  &c.,  do 
\  ordain    3.13(1    establish  this  Constitution    for    the 

*  United  States  of  America."     Thus  showing  at 

•  the  very  outset,  that  the  Constitution  emanated 
from  the, people  of  the  United  States,  acting  for 

^  ihemselvj's  in  their  original  capacity,  not  at  sec- 
•^,  ond  handj  through  their  local  or  Slate  sovereign- 
^  ties ;  and;  in  like  manner  showing  that  it  was  a 
?•  comproir^e  founded  as  well  on  federal  as  on  pop- 
f  ular  principles.  Thus,  too,  all  legislative  power 
^  IS,  in  theprst  article  and  first  section,  vested  in  a 

*  Congres*  to  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
5f  Represeijtalives — the    latter    upon    the   popular 

•  principle^  to  be  composed  of  members  chosen  by 
.,j  the  peofie  of  the  several  States;  the  former 
i'.*  upon  the  federal  principle,  of  two  Senators  from 
'i  each  Sta"!;?,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof. 

^  Granting,  then,  that  the  amendment  under  con- 
ik  sideratioi^  might  lean  somewhat  more  towards 
.'I  the  popuijir  and  encroach  some  little  upon  fede- 
^A  ral  principle,  by  bringing  the  election  nearer  to 
^  the  peopli;  themselves — this  was  evidently  nei- 
'<  ther  contV"ary  to  the  spirit,  nor  abhorrent  to  the 
*\  original  jlrinciples  upon  which  the  Constitution 

•  had  been  bounded.     It  was,  in  plain  and  simple 
truth,  notjiing  more  or  less  than  a  new  modifica- 

■^^  tion  of  tl^ese  principles,  proposed  to  be  brought 
Jabout  in  ahe  wrm  and  manner  specified  by  the 
'•Constitution  ftself;  which  modification  eiperi- 
•ence  had  proved  to  be  necessary,  but  nevertheless 
jcould  not  take  place  until  submitted  to,  and  duly 

i^'raiihed  by  a  Constitutional  majority  of  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  several  States.  And  if  it  were 
true — anciher  leading  objection  urged  by  gentle- 
'  men — if  i;  were  true  that  by  introducing  this  new 
j  modification  of  the  mode  of  election,  the  right  of 
.  I  fhe  great  iStates  to  wield  the  collected  mass  of 
''■  r)heir  popiilation  and  power  at  will,  was,  ^uo  ad 
:  V]^oc  abndljed,  without  comparatively,  and  in  the 
:  ifame  ratif)  abridging  that  of  the  smaller  States, 
;  »  ;jr  as  it  h;,s  been  more  forcibly  expressed,  v^ith- 
;  f  out  an  eqtiivalent;  be  would  ask  in  turn,  what 
\  \  fquivalenj  had  ever  been  given  or  even  offered  to 
:  ',  ihe  smaller  States,  when  they  were  deprived  of 
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the  check,  or  at  least  neutralizing  effect  in  the 
election   of  the   Executive,  which  had   been  se- 
cured to  them  in  the  Constitution  previously  to 
the  alteration  in  the  mode  of  electing  the  Presi- 
dent and   Vice  President,  by  designating  each  ? 
They  had  never  asked  nor  received  any.     This 
new  modification,  therefore,  of  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion was  the  more  equitable  and  less  objectiona- 
ble, as  it  had  a  tendency  to  restore  in  some  degree 
the  equilibrium  in  this  respect,  between  the  great 
and  small  States,  which   had    been  so  carefully 
established  in  the  original  compact. 
Here,  he  would  observe,  that  all  those  who  were 
j  at  all   versed  in  the  history  of  the  times,  or  had 
ever  heard  anything  of  the  proceedings  in   the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution,  well 
knew,  that  by  far  the  greatest  difficulty  experi- 
enced in  adjusting  the  provisions  of  it,  was,  with 
regard   to  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  particular  as  to  the  mode  of  select- 
ing or  electing  the  Chief  Magistrate.    In  all  Gov- 
ernments, but  more  especially  those  which  were 
in   any  degree  founded   on    Federal  or   popular 
principles,  this  had  ever  been  the  great  stumbling 
block,  the  all  important   desideratum  ;    nor  had 
the  difficulty,  as  far  as  he  had  learned,  ever  yet 
been   entirely  gotten   over.     He  had  understood 
from  all  those  of  the  original   members  of  the 
Convention,  whom  he  had  ever  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantage of  hearing  converse  on  the  subject,  that 
this  had  been  found  the  great  Herculean  task  in 
the  Convention;  that  this  point  had  been  longer 
and  more  frequently  agitated,  and  that  more  pro- 
jects and  contrivances  had  been  submitted  to  their 
consideration  in  regard  to  it,  than  perhaps  all  the 
other   provisions  of  the   Constitution,  taken  to- 
gether.    It  had  been  early  agreed,  that  the  three 
great  branches  of  the  Government  should  be  dis- 
tinct and    independent  of  each  other ;  that  the 
powers  of  the  Executive  should  be  vested  in  a 
single    individual;    that    the    legislative    branch 
should   consist  of  two  Houses,    the  one   federal, 
immediately  chosen  by  and  representing  the  States; 
the  other   popular,   immediately  chosen   by  and 
representing   the  people  ;  and  that  the  Judiciary 
should  consist  of  judges  holding  their  offices  dur- 
ing good  behaviour.     These  great  outlines  of  the 
Constitution  were  early  arranged,  and  of  com- 
paratively little  difficulty  in  the  adjustment.    But 
11  was  long,  very  long,  and  not  until  after  the  sub- 
ject had  been  sifted  again  and  again  in  every 
way.  and   presented  to   view  in  every  possible 
shape,  that   the  mode  of  electing  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government  bad  been  adopted.   He 
had   understood   it  to  have  been,  in  the  first  in- 
sunce,  determined  that  the  President  should  be 
elected   by  Congress.      Upon   further  retiection, 
this  determination  was  not  deemed  satisfactory, 
was    reconsidered,   and    rescinded.     It  was    also 
proposed  that  he  should  be  elected  by  the  State 
Legislatures,  by  the  people  in  the  several  States, 
by  the  people  at  large.     la  short,  every  project 
which  ttie  ingenuity  of  the  members  could  devise 
and  present  to  the  consideration  of  the  Conven- 
tion, was  in   turn  examined  and  rejected.     The 
subject,   with    all    these    various    projects,    was 
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at  last  referred  to  a  large  and  most  respectable 
committee,  who  ultimately  suggested  the  system 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Government,  which  had  been  adopted,  and 
which,  he  had  been  assured,  was  regarded  by  the 
original  framers,  as  by  far  the  most  admirable 
and  important  feature  in  the  Constitution.  By 
that  system,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Elect- 
ors were  obliged  to  vote  for  two  persons  of  differ- 
ent Stales,  without  designating  either  as  Presi- 
dent and  V^ice  President.  Hence,  in  case  of  any 
unfair  combination  of  the  larger  Stales,  (at  that 
day  the  danger  most  apprehended.)  or  any  undue 
attempt  on  the  part  of  any  powerful  faction  or 
great  predominating  interest,  the  .smaller  States, 
or  minority,  had  an  efficient  check,  it  being  ne- 
cessarily in  iheir  power,  either  to  turn  the  scale 
in  favor  of  the  least  objectionable  of  the  two  can- 
didates, and  thus  insure  his  favor  when  President, 
or  at  least  to  elect  the  Vice  President,  then  the 
real  heir  apparent,  and  not,  as  in  subsequent  times, 
the  mere  puppet  of  party,  selected,  because  he 
was  unfit  to  oe  Chief  Magistrate,  or  accepted  in 
the  way  of  barter  and  sale,  to  secure  the  election 
of  a  favorite  individual  to  the  Presidency.  But,  in 
an  evil  hour,  at  a  moment  of  irriiation  and  high 
excitement,  this  admirable  feature  in  theConstiiu- 
tion  had  been  destroyed  by  designating  the  indi- 
viduals who  were  to  fill  the  respective  offices  of 
President  and  Vice  President;  everything  like 
balance  and  check  was  done  away  ;  and  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Chief  Magistrate  left  entirely  to  the 
firevailing  faction,  or  rather  to  two  or  three  art- 
ul  individuals,  who  might  get  the  highest  bidder, 
perhaps,  nominated  in  that  unconsuiutional  and 
monstrous  contrivance — a  modern  Congressional 
caucus.  It  was,  then,  he  repeated,  to  obviate  the 
evils  already  experienced,  and  the  mischief  likely 
to  arise,  from  this  baneful  state  of  things,  and  to 
restore,  in  some  degree,  the  Constitution  to  its 
pristine  shape  and  origiQal  symmetry,  that  he 
supported  the  amendmeut'proposed,  not  from  de- 
sire of  innovation,  still  less  from  any  wish,  on  his 
part,  to  impair  the  rights  of  the  large  States.  It 
was.  moreover,  particularly  worthy  of  remark, 
that,  in  doing  this,  the  federal  principle  of  the 
Constitution,  though  newly  modified,  was  still 
carefully  preserved,  and  formed  a  strong  feature 
in  the  amendment.  Theeleclion  would  be  brought 
nearer  to  the  people,  il  was  true,  by  introducing 
throughout  the  United  States  a  uniform  mode  of 
choosing  Electors  by  electoral  districts,  and  there- 
by putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States  to  appropriate,  on  the  spur 
of  the  occasion,  that  high  prerogative  lo  them- 
selves, m  the  great  scuffle  for  ascendency,  which 
80  frequently  took  place  among  them.  But  the 
number  and  proportion  of  Electors  were  to  con- 
tinue the  same  ;  two  Electors  were  still  to  be  al- 
lowed, under  either  of  the  modifications  prop>osed, 
for  the  two  Senators  each  State  was  entitled  to: 
a  provision  supposed  to  have  been  originally 
adopted  in  favor  of  the  small  States.  At  the  same 
time,  each  State  would  continue  to  iiave  an  addi- 
tional number  of  Electors,  equal  to  the  numbtr 
of  members  it  had  in  the  popular  branch  of  the 


I  Legislature  :  and  districts,  equal  in  number  to  the 
I  Electors  each  State  might  be  entitled  to,  were  to 
j  be  laid  out  by  the  Legislature  thereof,  in  each  re- 
;  spective  State.     The  whole  people,  then,  of  each 
respective   Stale,  would  continue   to  enjoy  the 
same  relative  weight  in  the  election  of  a  Chief 
I  Magistrate,  which,  according  to  the  Constitution- 
al ratio,    they    now   possessed.    But    one  great 
and  important  object,  among  many  others,  would 
be  obtained.     All  danger  from  geographical  di- 
visions and  jealousies  on  the  approach  of  an  elec- 
tion would  be  done  away.     Not  only  all  the  dif- 
ferent interests  of  each  State,  but  all  the  various 
and  complicated  interests  scattered  throughout  the 
vast  extent  of  the  whole  United  States,  would  have 
'  a  fullandefficient  voice  in  the  election  of  the  Exec- 
utive. IlJV^as  reasonable,  therefore,  toconcludethat 
he  would  generally  be  elected  by  the  majority  of 
these   iiiUrests  combined,  and    not  by  one  great 
leadini^^nd   preponderating  interest  or  faction. 
The  ^ast,  the  West,  the  North,  and  the  South, 
would  each   have  its  proportionate  influence  in 
the  election  ;    and  no  one  or  two  geographical 
portions  or  divisions  of  the  Union,  by  combina- 
i  tion.  intrigue,  or  otherwise,  would  be  enabled  lo 
!  overwhelm   the   others.     The   Chief  Magistrate 
I  would  consequently  be,  as  was  intended,  emphat- 
I  ically  the  choice  of  the  whole  people,  and  of  all 
the    different    interests    throughout    the    Union, 
I  elected   by  the   people  in  conformity  to  the  ratio 
\  established  upon  the  federal  and  popular  princi- 
i  pies  engrafted  on  the  Constitution.     What  more 
can  be  asked  or  wished  for?     What  other  mode 
I  could   be  devised   more  likely  to  give  universal 
I  satisfaction,  and  consequently  to  insure   perma- 
nency to  the  Union — ultima  tkrile — the  great  end 
i  of  all  their  hopes,  and  fears,  and  labor. 

When   Mr.  G.  had  concluded,  the   House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  December  20. 

Mr.  Low.NDES.  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill 
fur  the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  Taft  from  his  im- 
prisonment, which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  TccKER,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  in 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  a  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown 
and  Washington,  in  said  town  of  Georgetown  ;  a 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  ; 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Patriotic  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington ;  a  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes  ;  a  bill  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  unciiartered  banks  within  the  District  of 
Columbia  ;  all  which  bills  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury«ransmitting 
his  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  tie  finances, 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  ^4tejPommiltee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 
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AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  mpiion  ufMr.  Pickens,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Hoijise  having  again  resolred  itself  into  a 
Comraiitee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  proposition  to 
aiuenit  rhe  Constitution  so  as  to  establish  an  uni- 
form mi)de  of  election  of  Representatives  and 
Elector:^ 

Mr.  Orosvenor  said,  that  he  had  once  before, 
upon  this  same  amendment,  delivered  his  senti- 
ments ih  this  House  at  length.  He  would  not 
detain  tfie  Committee  at  this  time  to  repeat  all 
the  argiimentj  which  had  o-curred  to  him.  In 
many  m  had  been  anticipated,  and  it  would  be 
crimmbll  to  spend  time  in  travelling  over  the  self- 
same ground  which  had  been  so  ably  and  accu- 
rately t?xplored  by  others. 

Therfc  could  be  no  doubt,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  the 
CoDstitytion  was  founded  on  a  compromise  of 
the  inherests,  principles,  and  prejudices  of  the 
TariousjSiates  ;  and  it  was  as  little  to  be  doubted 
that  in'that  instrument  were  to  be  found  a  com- 
binaiioh  of  two  distinct  principles,  the  federative 
and  thy*  popular.  In  some  parts  the  people 
were  recognised  as  citizens  of  the  Union,  and 
were  etti powered  to  exercise  their  rights  without 
the  coi^trol  or  check  of  the  Stale  governments. 
In  othei"  parts  they  were  recognised  as  citizens 
of  distitict  sovereign  States,  and  empowered  to 
eiercist  their  rights  as  members  of  the  Union, 
only  l|rough  State  organs.  The  framers  of 
the  C<institution  deemed  this  combination  of 
distinc^  principles,  and  distinct  sovereignties  in 
our  Go:/ernment,  as  essential  to  it.*"  success  and 
duratit^;  and,  Mr.  G.  said,  so  essential  had  the 
full  sugport  of  the  Federal  principle  in  the  Gov- 
ernmeilt  been  deemed  by  him,  that  he  never 
doubter  that  he  was  the  evil  angel  of  our  sys- 
tem, wjio  should  have  influence  enough  to  strip 
the  Stj^tes  of  their  dignity  and  their  sovereignty, 
and  to>  consolidate  all  sovereign  power  in  the 
Generail  Government. 

Mr.  p.  said,  he  must  view  with  great  jealousy 
every  hroposition  bearing  an  aspect  unfriendly  to 
the  rijjlits  and  influence  of  the  States  ;  and  if,  as 
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his  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
HuGB^)  had  stated  already,  by  amendments  of  the 
Consti|Uiion,  branches  of  power  and  sovereignty 
have  l>*'en  dropped  from  the  State  governments, 
and  gitafted  on  the  General  Government,  so  far 
from  l|irnishing  an  inducement  to  make  further 
inroad*  on  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  States,  it 
was  a  Virong  argument  against  this  or  any  other 
attempi  still  lurther  to  reduce  them. 

The-frarae  of  our  Government,  said  Mr.  G.,  is 
of  a  m{)st  delicate  and  complicated  texture.  The 
machinery  was  put  together  by  sages,  philoso- 
phers, and  practical  sound  statesmen.     Hitherto 

it  hasrun  well— and  although  it   may  have  pro-  |  eraf  Government,  and  finally  to 
duced  jiome  evils,  and  exhibited  some  defects,  it    ners  impassable  to  anv  despot 
has,  Ujion  the  whole,  accomplished,  and  promises         -•      ■ 
long  t»|  accomplish,  the  great  objects  for  which  it 
was  oi^ganized. 

Let  jne  conjure  gentlemen  to  approach  it  with 
cautioq.  In  a  general  view,  nothing  can  be  riore 
debtru(|tive  to  any  nation,  than  the  indulgence  of 


a  restless  spirit  of  innoration,  which  will  never 
suffer  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Govera- 
ment  to  stand  or  fall,  by  the  tests  of  practice  and 
experience. 

To  a  constitution,  framed  like  our  own,  the  re- 
sult of  compromise  and  contract  among  inde- 
pendent sovereign  States, complicated  and  novel, 
the  above  remark  applies  with  peculiar  force.  I 
bold  it,  therefore,  as  a  political  axiom,  that  no 
essential  or  important  provision  of  our  Constitu- 
tion is  to  be  destroyed  or  changed,  until,  by  a 
fair  and  full  test  of  practice  and  experience,  it  is 
found  productive  of  evils  highly  detrimental  to 
the  State,  and  which,  without  such  destnictiOQ 
or  change,  cannot  be  remedied. 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  any  provisions  of  our  Con- 
stitution should  be  held  more  sacred  from  inno- 
vation than  others,  it  was  surely  that  class  which 
divided  and  distributed  the  sovereign  powers  of 
the  country  between  the  States  and  the  General 
Government.  Prominent  in  this  class,  is  the  pro- 
vision now  proposed  to  be  abolished  ;  it  provided 
for  the  election  of  a  Chief  Magistrate,  the  most 
interesting  as  welt  as  important  object  provided 
for  by  the  Constitution. 

Thus,  is  this  right  vested  in  every  State,  to  be 
exercised  according  to  its  sovereign  will,  without 
the  slightest  control  of  any  earthly  power.  It  is 
a  great  and  distinguished  attribute  of  sovereignty ; 
a  substantial,  sovereign,  independent  right  to  de- 
signate the  man  who  shall  preside  over  the  Union. 
Destroy  this  attribute  of  sovereignty — erase  this 
prominent  federative  feature  from  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  advance  one  step  further — take  from  the 
State  Legislatures  the  right  to  elect  Senators, 
and  you  may  then  search  in  vain  for  another 
federative  feature  in  that  instrument ;  you  may 
look  in  vain  for  any  recognition  of  the  State 
soverei^ty  for  any  valuable  or  substantial  pur- 
pose. The  Government  becomes  a  consolidated 
popular  Government — and  all  those  benefits  which 
the  wisest  men  have  thought  would  result  from 
its  federative  character,  are  thrown  to  the  winds, 
without  ceremony  or  trial. 

Sir,  I  would  pause  long  before  I  would  sanc- 
tion an  attempt  to  produce  a  consummation  so 
dangerous. 

When  I  behold  the  armies,  the  navies,  the  wide 
systera^f  taxation,  the  immense  revenues,  and 
the  boundless  resulting  patronage,  which  cir- 
cumstances have,  in  the  very  infancy  of  our  na- 
tion, accumulated  in  the  hands  of  the  General 
Government,  I  cannot  but  view  with  reprehen- 
sion those  constant  efforts  to  strip  of  all  power, 
and  dignity,  and  strength,  the  States  of  the  Union; 
to  reduce  to  insigniticance  and  feebleness  those 
very  powers,  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  check  all  abuse  of  power  in  the  Gen- 

'   ^  -   -     ■  constitute  bar- 


Nor  let  any  one  object  to  this,  the  fact  that  a 
majority  of  the  States  have  heretofore  supported, 
instead  of  opposing,  the  policy  of  the  General 
Government.  In  ordinary  times,  such  a  coinci- 
dence is  every  way  desirable. 

But  does  it  here  follow,  that  in   times  of  real 
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danger,  they  would  not  rally  under  the  standard 

of  opposition,  and  save  the  country?  Does  it 
follow,  because,  in  the  struggles  of  party  violence, 
or  upon  questions  of  general  expediency,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  States  have  generally  supported  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  whom  they  had  elected,  that, 
therefore,  they  would  aid  him  in  subverting  their 
own  liberties,  and  producing  their  own  destruc- 
tion ? 

No,  sir.  if  ever  the  time  shall  arrive,  when  the 
Executive  of  this  Union,  wielding  his  mighty 
power  and  patronage,  shall  advance  to  the  sub- 
version of  the  liberties  of  his  country,  then  the 
wisdom  of  our  fathers  will  receive  the  crown  of 
experience.  For  then  these  very  States  will  con- 
stitute a  sovereign  phalanx,  under  whose  legiti- 
mate and  Constitutional  banner  the  people  may 
rally,  and  crush  at  once  the  feeble  usurper  who 
should  assail  their  rights. 

This,  sir,  is  my  view  of  this  interesting  subject. 
I  think  the  proposed  amendment  strikes  at  the 
very  root  of  our  safety.  On  every  occasion.  I 
would  pause  long,  and  search  most  earnestly  for 
some  other  remedy  for  any  evil  or  mischief,  be- 
fore I  would  detract  one  scintilla  from  the  sover- 
eign power  and  dignity  of  the  States. 

But,  really,  sir.  I  would  yet  ask.  What  are  the 
evils  which  result  from  this  exercise  of  right  by 
the  States?  And  how  does  this  proposed  amend- 
ment provide  a  remedy  ? 

•  1st.  We  are  told  that  there  is  a  great  want  of 
uniformity  in  the  manner  of  choosing  Electors  in 
the  several  States  ;  that  in  some  that  choice  is 
by  districts,  in  others  by  general  ticket ;  in  others 
by  the  Legislature. 

And  pray.  Mr.  Chairman,  who  informed  the 
honorable  mover  of  this  amendment,  that  this 
was  an  evil  ?  Why  is  uniformity  desirable?  Of 
what  importance  is  it  to  Virginia  that  New  York 
appoints  her  Electors  by  the  Legislature,  or  to 
New  York  that  Virginia  appoints  her  Electors 
by  general  ticket? 

It  IS  to  besurea  fancy,  rather  pretty  than  other- 
wise, that  the  whole  tJoion  should  be  marked  off 
upon  the  map  in  lots  or  districts  of  thirty  miles 
square,  and  thai  on  the  same  day.  and  in  the  same 
manner,  the  men  of  each  district  should  vote  for 
Electors.  But  is  uniformity  then  obtained?  Not 
at  all.  In  Virginia  none  could  vote  for  Electors, 
but  the  landholders  ;  while  in  the  contiguous 
State  of  Maryland,  every  ma-o  above  his  minority 
would  have  a  voice  in  ihe  election.  To  obtain 
uniformity  you  must  either  force  (he  aristocracy 
of  Virginia  to  mingle  their  suffrages  with  the 
democracy  of  the  State,  or  you  must  persuade 
the  poor  of  Maryland  to  relinquish  that  dearest 
of  all  rights  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed. 
Where  is  the  gentleman  bold  enough  to  hint  at 
such  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  any  State  ? 

But  suppose  you  obtain  this  mighty  boon,  uni- 
formity—what  practical  benefit  do  you  secure? 
Sir,  it  is  a  shadow — a  phantom — a  thing  that 
sounds  smoothly,  but  of  no  real  value  ;  and  to 
obtain  this  shadow,  I  can  never  consent  to  strip 
the  Sta'es  of  an  important  sovereign  right,  and 
sink  them  into  insignificance. 


But  another  evil  is  mentioned — the  power  and 
influence  of  the  great  States.  It  is  said  that 
Massachusetts,  New  York.  Pennsylvania,  and 
Virginia,  by  obtaining  twelve  votes  from  any 
other  State,  and  adding  them  to  their  united  suf- 
frage, may  elect  a  President  in  defiance  of  ail 
the  other  States. 

But  do  gentlemen  imagine  that  by  this  amend- 
ment they  provide  a  remedy  for  this  evil  ?  They 
are  utterly  mistaken.  Against  this  evil  the  Con- 
stitution originally  contained  an  effectual  anti- 
dote ;  it  contained  a  provision  directing  the  votes 
to  be  given  indiscriminately  for  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  he  who  had  the  greater  num- 
ber became  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

This  secured  to  the  small  States  the  power  of 
defeating  the  combination  of  the  larger  States  in 
favor  of  any  individual  or  any  State.  It  also  en- 
abled any  minority  of  States  to  defeat  any  caucus 
nomination  of  any  individual.  The  madness  and 
folly  of  the  small  States  surrendered  that  provi- 
sion to  the  violence  of  party.  They  consented  to 
strike  it  from  the  Constitution,  and  no  man  can 
now  doubt  that  by  that  act  they  bound  them- 
selves in  those  chains  which  they  are  now  en- 
deavoring in  vain  to  burst  asunder — smarting 
with  a  consciousness  of  their  own  fanatic  folly, 
they  seem  ripe  for  any  change.  "  Innovation, 
innovation,"  is  the  constant  clamor;  "  our  con- 
dition cannot  be  worse — any  change  must  im- 
prove our  condition." 

Sir,  this  is  the  very  language  of  mortification 
and  despair.  Why  will  you  innovate?  You 
will  effect  nothing.  In  1802,  when,  worshipping 
the  rising  star  of  Virginia,  you  surrendered  your 
power  to  the  clamor  of  party — you  surrendered  it 
forever. 

You  may  struggle  in  the  toils;  you  may  clank 
your  chains  and  gnash  your  teeth  at  the  remem- 
brance of  your  own  folly  ;  you  but  beat  the  air ; 
those  mammoth  States  who  hold  you  in  fetters 
will  but  laugh  at  your  bootless  rage,  and  draw 
them  the  closer. 

Pass  this  amendment,  you  leave  the  great 
States  entire  ;  their  power,  and  numbers,  and  in- 
fluence remain  uncrippled.  Think  you  they  will 
imitate  the  gullibility  of  the  small  States,  and 
return  what  has  been  given  them?  District  the 
great  States,  and  are  they  thereby  made  smaller? 
Is  their  relative  power  diminished  ?  And  if  in 
times  of  party  violence  some  hope  might  be  en- 
tertained that  different  districts  in  the  same  State 
might  return  Electors  of  different  political  views, 
yet  such  a  hope  would  be  now  idle. 

Those  party  feelings,  which  have  so  long  ar- 
rayed men  against  men  in  every  State,  are  fast 
subsiding.  Ttiey  may  not  be  wholly  obliterated, 
but  I  do  apprehend  they  will  so  far  soon  vanish 
as  to  leave  the  spirit  of  the  Srate  in  its  full  oper- 
ation. Ill  many,  nay  in  most  of  the  States,  this 
condition  of  parties  is  already  realized.  Unaided 
by  party  feelings,  of  what  avail  to  reduce  the  in- 
fluence of  the  great  States  will  your  districting 
plan  be?  Of  none  whatever.  The  pride  of  the 
Slate  will  be  felt  in  every  district,  and  in  perfect 
consent  they  will  return  an   undivided   vote  in 
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favor  olfihe  man  whom  a  caucus  shall  designate 
as  the  (|8Bsar  of  the  Republic. 

No,  ;}r,  you  may  patch,  and  botch,  and  tinker 
the  Coi(^tituiion,  until  its  own  fathers  shall  no 
longer  iVcoani>e  a  single  feature  of  its  early  ex- 
istence,ivou  will  not  remedy  the  evil.  There  is 
but  one  Vemedy  :  coax,  if  you  can,  the  great  States 
to  relJDiJuish  the  power  you  foolishly  gave  them, 
when.  ii5  compliment  to  Virginia,  you  immolated 
the  sraajler  States  in  1802.  Then,  and  not  till 
then.  \^!jll  those  States  6nd  themselves  able  to 
frustrate  any  combination  in  favor  of  the  child  of 
party,  ur  the  aspiring  demagogue. 

Anoi^jer  evil  has  been  mentioned — a  minority 
of  the  oeople  of  the  Union  may  now  actually 
elect  a  phief  Magistrate.  If  this  be  so,  how  is  a 
remedy, provided  by  this  amendment?  This  is 
not  iheVe^uit  of  the  mode  in  which  Electors  are 
appointi'd,  but  of  the  existence  of  Electors  in  our 
system.;  So  long  as  an  intermediate  body  of  men 
IS  interposed  between  the  people  and  the  Presi- 
dent, u|)oa  the  vote  of  wnich  the  election  de- 
pends. ^Jch  an  event  is  of  course  possible.  No 
matter  iiow  that  intermediate  body  of  men  is 
elected. [whether  by  districts,  by  general  ticket, 
or  the  liegislatures  of  the  States,  so  long  as  it  is 
constituted  of  membert'  elected  in  the  different 
States.  <ind  so  long  as  it  is  a  body  which  inde- 
pendently may  call  an)~man  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
tracy, il^  may  always  happen  ttiat  the  voice  of 
the  mini)rity  of  the  whole  Union  may  elect  the 
Presidei^t. 

If  thi|f  be  an  evil,  it  tesults  solely  from  the  ad- 
mijsiociof  Electors  of  President  into  our  system. 
There  ^  no-  effectual  remedy  but  to  strike  from 
the  Coi;stuutiun  the  office  of  Elector,  and  vest 
the  ele(,kion  directly  in  the  people.  1  imagine 
gentleratn,  in  all  their  rage  of  innovation,  are  not 
prepare-i  for  a  change  so  radical  and  dangerous; 
and  wl^^n  we  consider  that  the  case  has  not  yet 
occurred,  nor  is  likely  ever  to  occur,  we  need  not 
feel  muUi  anxiety  to  provide  barriers  against  it. 

Another  evil  has  iurnished  a  topic  for  much 
declaraiiiion.  We  are  told  that  in  some  of  the 
States  ijie  voice  of  the  minority  is  entirely  un- 
heard 111  the  election  of  President.  And  is  not 
the  voicie  of  the  minority  always  ineffectual  in 
every  ejection  ?  There  is  nothing  novel  in  this. 
If  the  i^tates  are  districted,  the  minority  are  in 
the  sam'i'  predicament.  The  voice  of  the  minority 
in  each>district  will  never  be  heard;  and  thus 
the  mischief,  if  indeed  it  be  at  all  a  mischief,  the 
same  ic^  principle,  the  same  in  extent,  but  varied 
only  in;rorm.  would  remain  in  all  its  force. 

The  ;<ruth  is,  in  every  election,  no  matter  what 
Its  forn*  the  will  of  the  majority  must  prevail. 
Their  VQice  must  be  victorious  in  every  choice; 
and  ihn  of  the  minority  must  be  unregarded. 
The  cojnmiuee  must  at  unce  perceive  the  vanity 
of  any  attempt  to  remove  a  consequence  flowing 
directl)^  from  the  nature  of  every  free  Govern- 
ment, a»id  Irom  the  essential  principles  of  repre- 
sentalicii. 

1  con^e  now  to  the  last  and  great  complaint. 
Execuitve  interference  in  the  election  of  a  suc- 
cessor-'ihe  deformity  of  a  legislative  caucus — 


Slate  intrigues — have  been  rung  in  our  ears  with- 
out cessation.  The  disgraceful  scenes  of  last 
winter  in  this  Capitol,  the  apathy  of  the  people, 
the  unconstitutional  manner  in  which  the  Chief 
Magistracy  has  been  disposed  of.  have  been  painted 
in  glowing  colors,  and  we  have  been  asked,  will 
you  not  taiie  a  cure  for  all  these  disorders  ?  Here 
it  is — thisamendment — take  it — the  monster  cau- 
cus will  die.  Executive  influence  is  strangled,  and 
State  intrigue  will  live  no  longer.  All  this  may 
be  so  ;  but  before  I  take  the  remedy.  I  wish  to 
examine  its  composition.  I  would  survey  the 
disorders  to  be  removed  or  healed,  and  then  I 
would  examine  well  whether  the  remedy  offered 
is  a  prescription  of  efficacy  and  power,  or  whether 
it  be  some  nostrum  of  political  quackery,  before 
I  would  consent  to  swallow  it. 

That  great  abuses  have  entered  into  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Chief  Magistrate,  none  can  deny.  That 
through  the  agency  of  that  modern  invention — a 
legislative  caucus — the  Executive  finds  no  diffi- 
culty in  designating  his  successor  with  greater 
certainty  than  could  the  first  tyrants  of  imperial 
Rome — the  Caesars — who  should  succeed  them, 
is  unfortunately  loo  true. 

That  in  many  of  the  States  the  managers  of  a 
parly  have  converted  the  right  of  election  into 
a  farce,  by  intrigues  and  violence,  without  prece- 
dent or  parallel,  is  perhaps  also  true.  Nor  can  I 
join  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph) in  exempting  his  "  owndear  native  State" 
from  its  full  share  in  these  disgraceful  scenes. 
On  the  contrary,  she  has,  in  my  opinion,  contrib- 
uted more  than  any  other  State — more  than  all 
other  States — to  transfer,  substantially,  the  elec- 
tion to  a  caucus  of  Congressmen,  and  to  fix  and 
perpetuate  the  influence  of  that  unconstitutional 
monster.  What  was  the  business  of  the  grand 
committee  appointed  the  last  winter  at  Rich- 
mond ?  Why,  to  take  up  the  candidate  who 
should  be  manufactured  by  the  caucus  here ;  to 
nominate  Electors  who  should  pledge  their  votes 
to  that  candidate,  and  thus,  in  truth,  to  turn  the 
whole  affair  id  that  Slate  to  a  farce  or  a  shadow. 
This  was  accompli>hed  by  that  committee,  and 
so  effectually  accomplished,  that  1  doubt  much 
whether  any  man  has  even  thought  of  asking  for 
whom  the  Virginia  Electors  had  voted.  They 
were  pledged  before  they  were  chosen  to  vote  for 
the  caucus  candidate,  and  no  man  doubts  they 
have  redeemed  the  pledge.  Thus  in  Virginia  the 
legitimacy  of  caucus  nomination  has  been  fully 
sanctioned;  in  no  other  State  has  the  game  been 
played  wiih  such  unblushing  impudence.  But 
by  what  strange  course  of  reasoning  have  gentle- 
men brought  themselves  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  proposed  amendment  wiil  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  these  alarming  scenes  7  Vain,  and 
worse  than  vain,  is  this  effort  to  restrain  a  domi- 
nant party.  Divide  the  Slate  into  districts,  will 
that  destroy  the  caucus  ?  O,  no  ;  the  men  whose 
interests  it  may  be  to  preserve  the  monster,  will 
still  protect  him.  He  will  laugh  at  your  vain 
attempts,  and  again  and  again  trampling  down 
the  weak  fences  of  ihe  Constitution,  he  will,  as 
it  shall  please  him,  or  rather  as  it  shall  please  the 


December.  1816. 


Amendment  to  the  Constitution. 


H.  orR. 


existing  Executive,  makeand  unmake  Presidents 
with  the  same  ease  as  did  the  Praetorian  cohorts 
the  miister>  of  the  Roman  world. 

Do  gentlemen  think  ihat  districts  will  be  less 
under  the  control  of  a  caucus  ilian  States?  Or 
that  SiHies,  when  districted,  will  be  less  subject 
to  thiis  influence  than  at  present  ?  On  the  contra- 
ry, in  proportion  as  you  narrow  the  territory,  the 
intelliijence,  the  wealth,  and  the  integrity  upon 
which  ihat  influence  is  to  operate,  do  you  give 
force  and  facility  to  its  operations.  Do  you  be- 
lieve the  future  candidates,  ihe  future  Secretaries 
of  Stale,  will  be  de.-.tiiule  of  th^  power.s  of  calcu- 
lation ?  Tney  will  be  able  to  count  the  districts 
secured  to  iheir  influence,  and  those  that  are  of 
doubtful  ur  opposite  character.  In  the  latter,  it 
Will  only  be  necessary  to  secure  a  few  leading 
men,  «od  upon  them  they  will  bear  down  with 
the  uiiited  influence  of  a  legislative  caucus,  the 
patronage  ol  the  General  Goveroraent.  and  the 
power  and  intrigues  of  ihe  State,  in  which  the 
districts  are  situated.  Can  they  fail  thus  to  tri- 
umph in  any  di.->trict?  Let  it  net  be  forgotten, 
too,  that  these  districts  are  to  be  arransred  by  the 
Slates  themselves.  Will  they  fail  so  to  arrange 
them  as  to  give  the  must  ample  facility  to  all 
this  sinister  influence  ? 

What  IS  the  language  of  experience  upon  this 
subject  of  districting  ?  Recur  a  moment  to  the 
conduct  of  ihe  Slates  in  the  exercise  of  this  very 
right. 

i  had,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  when  that  State  was 
last  divided  loio  disliicis  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ins  members  of  this  House.  How  were  they  laid 
off?  With  the  sole  view  of  returning  as  many  of 
the  supporters  of  Administration  as  possible  to 
this  Huu>e.  With  that  view,  counties  were  cut 
and  .vla^hed  in  every  direciion ;  districts,  single, 
double,  and  treble,  of  every  shape  and  of  every 
size,  were  manuiactured ;  cities  were  sundered, 
and  the  parts  whose  political  character  was  not 
of  the  right  sort  were  connected  wiih  counties  at 
the  distance  of  an  hundred  miles  ;  towns  were  cut 
out  of  ihe  very  heart  of  a  county,  and  annexed  to 
other  counties.  la  .>>hort,  no  device,  however 
shameful,  was  omitted  to  obtain  the  result,  and 
the  result  was  obtained.  For.  although  the  great 
poliiic4l  parlies  were  then  nearly  balanct  d  in  the 
Stale,  yet  so  were  the  districts  contrived,  and  so 
do  they  still  exist,  ihat  not  more  tlian  six  or  seven 
of  the  iweniy-seveii  Repre^en.aiives  of  ihal  State 
cau  ever  represent  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the 
minority.  Sir,  these  fads  are  notorious.  An 
honorable  colleai^ue  of  mine  (Mr.  Taylor)  had 
then  a  seal  in  the  New  York  Legislature,  and 
stood  among  the  leaders  of  the  majority.  He, 
at  least,  Cdiiiiot  doubt  the  accuracy  of  my  state- 
ment. 

Gentlemen  have  surely  heard  of  the  Senatorial 
districts  of  .Mas.Nachuselts ;  their  form,  "if  form 
indeed,  they  had.  ihdt  shape  had  none,"  set  all  de- 
scri|iiiuii  at  defiance.  Pictures  were  drawn  of 
them,  and  IdC  siiuilies  circulated  in  the  newspa- 
pers. Tliey  were,  indeed,  like  nothing  in  the 
heavens  above,  in  t!.e  earth  beneath,  or  in  the 
i  ilu  r.o.x.  2d  .>KSS. — 12 


waters  under  the  earth.  No  language  heretofore 
invented  could  give  any  idea  of  their  peculiar  at- 
tributes; and  the  good  men  of  Mas.^achusetts 
were  driven  to  invent  a  new  political  nomencla- 
ture to  talk  about  them  intelligibly.  They  were 
called  Gerrymanders,  from  the  name  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  faction 
which  produced  the  shapeless  brood.  I  will  men- 
tion but  one  more  instance — within  the  view  of 
this  Capitol,  any  gentleman  may  behold  a  practi- 
cal lesson  on  this  very  subject. 

For  the  purpose  of  electing  an  Elector  of  Presi- 
dent, the  county  of  Montgomery  is  most  unnatu- 
rally separated ;  a  part  o(  it,  hitherto  of  high  Fed- 
eral tone  in  politics,  is  annexed  to  the  city  of 
Baltimore;  they  are  connected  by  a  small  strip 
of  land,  running  the  whole  length  of  the  county 
of  Anne  Arundel.  Those  who  know  the  politi- 
cal character  of  .Montgomery,  and  that  of  Balti- 
more, will  be  at  no  loss  to  find  the  inducement 
which  led  a  party  to  force  them  into  this  unnatu- 
ral alliance. 

With  these  facts  in  full  view,  can  gentlemen 
hope  any  good  from  their  districting  plan  ?  Will 
it  prevent  future  caucussing?  Will  it  prevent 
Stale  intrigue?  Will  it  secure  a  fair  hearing  to 
the  voice  of  the  minority  in  each  State  ?  Will  it 
palsy  Executive  influence,  or  prevent  Executive 
interposition?  Ou  the  contrary,  the  vilest  char- 
acter of  party  will  be  exhibited,  in  contriving  dis- 
tricts to  give  an  undivided  party  vole.  Each 
district,  insulated  and  unsupported,  will  become 
the  victim  of  caucus  influence.  State  intrigue,  and 
Executive  patronage. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  source  of  all  these  evils  is 
the  practice  of  legislative  caucussing;  this  prac- 
tice must  cease,  and  with  it  the  evils  will  vanish; 
no  amendment  of  the  Constitution  will  effect  this 
desirable  object.  The  Constitution  now  provides 
that  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  qualified  to 
vote  for  a  President.  Yet,  have  not  the  majority 
of  Congress  expressly  violated  the  spirit  of  this 
prohibition  ?  Have  they  not,  in  truth,  by  this  nev7 
invention  of  caucussing,  become  electors  dejacto 
of  the  Chief  .Magistrate  ?  True,  they  only  "  rec- 
ommend." Sir,  let  us  not  be  imposed  Uj^on  by 
the  juggle  of  names.  Do  we  not  know  that  this 
"  recommendation,"  made  in  solemn  convention, 
signed  by  chairman  and  secretary,  is  tantamount 
to  an  election  ?  Has  not  experience  shown  be- 
yond the  power  of  cavil,  that  when  the  caucus  at 
Washington  decides,  the  business  is  substantially 
done,  and  all  that  remains  is  a  ceremonious  meet- 
ing of  men  chosen  and  pledged  to  register  in  due 
and  Constitutional  form  the  mandate  of  the  cau- 
cus? The  Constiiutiun,  then,  is  violated;  and  if 
a  dominant  party  in  the  Legislature  of  the  nation 
can  thus  openly  trample  on  the  charter,  and  if  the 
delusions  of  party  can  prevail  on  the  people  to 
view  with  applause  the  proceeding,  is  it  not  mere 
babbling  to  talk  of  erecting  other  Constitutional 
fences  to  guard  the  purity  of  election? 

And  who  are  ttie  gentlemen  that  urge  us  to 
this  course?  Are  ihey  the  very  statesmen  who 
have  broken  down  the  fences  of  the  Constitution 
and  let  in  tins  fluud   of  evils  up;m    the  country  ? 
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And  wh^t  IS  the  substance  of  their  language? 
Our  t'athiirs  framed  a  scheme  of  Governmeot  wise 
in  all  Its  parts — strong  for  the  protection  of  our 
rights;  it. was  the  great  charter  of  our  liberties,  it 
•    should  hjjve  been  sacred  from  riolation  ;  to  gratify 
(the  ambiwon  of  one  man  we  toreaway  one  barrier 
^lagainst  (iespotic  power.     To  perpetuate  the  tri- 
'  umphs  of  r^f'y)  w^   seized  with   audacious   vio- 
lence tht-i  rights  deposited  in  other  hands.     We 
violated  fjfie  spirit  of  the  great  charter.     We  top- 
pled the  (Constitution  Irora  its  base.     '•  We  intro- 
'  duced   a  legislative    monster,  called    a   caucus, 
'  wtiich  Wis  devoured  our  rights,  and  threatens  to 
■  traraple'down  our  dearest  liberties.     Come  for- 

•  ward,  n()w.  you  that  are  innocent  of  the  deed,  aid 

•  us  to  restore  what  our  violence  has  destroyed." 
Well,  Mr,  we  will  do  so ;  but.  under  pretence  of 

restoring!  what  has  been  destroyed,  we  cannot 
consent  «)  pluck  from  the  Constitution  almost  its 
list  federtitive  principle.  To  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject, it  isinoi  necessary  to  add  new  patches  to  the 
Constitution.  This  constant  tinkering  will  only 
produce  liew  evils. 

No,  sir*  let  the  majority  of  Congress  cease  to 
do  evil.  iLet  them  scorn  to  be  made  the  instru- 
ments of  Jiarty.  to  elevate  any  man  in  violation  of 
the  Con^itution.  Let  them  meet  no  more  in 
,  caucus.  <3ive  not  to  the  President  and  his  min- 
ions that|wide  field  for  sinister  inSuence  and  in- 
trigue. ».et  the  States,  as  directed  by  the  Con- 
stitution,! appoint,  as  it  shall  please  them  best, 
their  own.  Electors,  and  leave  them  to  perform 
their  duty  uninfluenced  by  any  mandates  issued 
from  a  c<{ucus  convened  in  this  Capitol. 

Thus,  ;nd  thus  only,  sir,  can  the  object  be  ac- 
complishj-d.      When    gentlemen    are    willing    to 
take  this  patriotic  stand  against  Executive  influ- 
ence and  party  corruption,  the  evils  of  which  they 
complain  will  vanish,  and   the  Chief  Magistrate, 
,    of  this  n»tioa  will,  as  in  the  better  limes  of  our  I 
Republic,  depend  on  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  j 
not  on  the  voice  of  a  faction,  to  elevate  him  to  | 
honor  anjl  to  power. 

The  debate  continued  until  past  three  o'clock, 
when  th(j  amendments  offered  to  the  original  pro- 
position Jiaving  been  rejected,  the  question  was 
taken  onnhe  second  and  last  number  of  the  pro- 
position in  the  following  words: 

".\  diviiion  of  the  States  into  districts,  for  choosing  ) 
Represent|iCives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ! 
and  into  ^iistricts  for  choosing  Electors  of  President  \ 
J  and  Vice ;■  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  take  i 
place,  as  »oorj  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  each  enu-  I 
meration  nnd  apportionment  of  Representatives  shall  i 
be  made,  -.vhich  districts  shall  remain  unaltered,  until  ' 
after  the  pucceeding  enumeration  and  apportionment  I 
of  Represvfntatives. 

And  decided  as  follows:  For  the  clause  87. 
against  il  51.  \ 

Therelbeing  a  sufficient  raajoriry  to  carry  the  ■ 
question  .into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  not  I 
sufficient}  to  sanction  the  proposition  eventually.  ! 
theconsetat  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  being  i 
necessary^,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
resolution  to  the  House. 


Mr.  PicKERKNG,  of  Massachusett.s,  proposed  fur- 
ther amendments  ;  when  the  whole  subject  was 
laid  on  the  table. 


'i 


Mo.NDAY,  December  23. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  North  Car- 
olina, William  H.  Mlrfhce,  and  from  Georgia, 
Wilson  Lumpkin,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  TccKEH  if  Viremia.  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  lo 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis;  which 
was  twice  read  and  commuted. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  reported  the  sufficiency  of  the 
credentials  of  the  following  new  members  who 
have  taken  their  seats:  W.  P.  Maclay,  of  Penn- 
sylvania; Thomas  M.Nelson, and  John  Tyler, 
of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chappell,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  theexpediency  of  repealing 
the  several  laws  which  bar  from  settlement  and 
payment  the  claims  against  the  Government,  de- 
nominated. 

Loan  oflFice  certificates, 
Indents  for  interest  on  the  public  debt. 
Final  settlement  certificates, 
Commissioner's  certificates. 
Army  commissioner's  certificates. 
Credits  given  in  lieu  of  Army  certificates  cancclkd, 
Credits  for  the  pay  of  the  Army  for  which  no  certi- 
ficates were  issued,  and 
Invalid  pensions. 

The  following  Me>sage  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  House  nf  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  : 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  6th  instant,  I  transmit  to  them 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioner  appointed  under 
the  act  "to  authorize  the  pnyment  for  properly  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," as  reported  by  the  Commissioner  to  the  De- 
partment of  War. 

JA.MES  MADISON. 
Decembkb  21,  1816. 

Some  rather  desultory  debate  look  place  on  a 
motion  of  .Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  to  have  the 
report  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Hou^e ;  which 
was  objected  to  by  some  as  being  wholly  unneces- 
sary ;  and  by  others  advocated,  not  only  as  being 
necessary,  but  as  being  almost  a  matter  of  course. 
The  debate  ultimated  in  a  decUion  in  favur  of 
printing  the  report. 

Mr.  Taul,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  to  dis- 
charge the  committee  of  inve^ligation,  into  this 
subject,  from  its  further  consideration,  wall  a  view 
to  bring  the  .subject  generally  before  the  House  ; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Wilde,  of  G.'orgia,  moved  to  take  up  the 
bill  for  the  estabiisiiment  of  a  National  Univer- 
sity ;  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  called  up 
one  of  the  bills  rejiorted  by  the  .Military  Com- 
mittee.    Both  motions  were  negatived, 

Mr.  FoRSYiH,  of  Georgia,  from    the  Commit- 
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tee  on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  tbe  following 
bill: 

An  Act   concerning    the    navigation    of    the    United 

States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c..  That,  after  the day  of 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported 
into  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  except  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
such  foreign  vessels  as  truly  and  wholly  belong  to  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  that  country  of  which  the  goods 
are  the  growth,  production  or  manufacture;  or  from 
which  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  can  only 
be,  or  most  usually  are,  first  shipped  for  transpor- 
tation :  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  this  act  shall  not 
extend  to  the  vessels  of  any  foreign  nation  which  has 
ROt  adopted,  and  which  shall  not  adopt  a  simdar  regu- 
lation of  commerce. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and 
the  ship  or  vessel  wherein  the  same  shall  be  imported, 
together  with  her  cargo,  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture, 
shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States;  and  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  ship,  or  vessel,  and  cargo,  shall 
be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted  and  condemned,  in 
like  manner,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  restric- 
tions, and  provisions,  a.s  have  been  heretofore  estab- 
lished for  the  recovery,  collection, distribution,  and  re- 
mission ol'  forfeitures  to  the  United  States,  by  the 
several  revenue  laws. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  regulat- 
ing the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  27ih 
of  April  181G. 

These  two  bills  were  twice  read  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States.  [To  pay  a 
salary  to  the  Reporter  appointed  by  the  Court, 
provided  the  decisions  of  ihe  Court  should  be 
published  within  six  months  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Court,  and  a  certain  number  of  copies 
thereof  delivered  to  the  office  of  Slate.]  The  bill 
was  committed. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  bill: 

A  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  Circuit  Judges, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  tSrc,  That,  from  and  after  the day 

of next,  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices 

of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  shall  cease 
to  be  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States. 

Sit.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That,  from  and 

after  the day  of  next,  in  lieu  of  the   term 

now  established  by  law,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  holden  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment on  the  first  .Monday  of  December  of  every  year. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  lieu  of 
the  present  Circuit  Courts,  there  shall  be  appointed 
and  commissioned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  a  Judge  to  be  called  a  Circuit  Judge,  who  shall, 
logether  with   the   District   Judge,  hold   the   circuit 


courts  in  the  respective  diitrictx  within  his  circuit 
and  who  shall  have  and  possess  all  the  rights,  powers, 
authority,  and  perform  the  duties  which  by  law  now 
devolve  upon  or  may  be  executed  by  the  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Courts,  as  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts, 
within  their  respective  circuits.  And  each  of  the  said 
Circuit  Judges  shall  receive,  as  an  annual  salary  or 
compensation  for  his  services  during  his  continuance  io 

office,  the  sum  of dollars,  payable  quarter-yearly  at 

the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

NEW  STATE  PROPOSED. 

Mr.  Lattimore,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  tbe  Uth  instant,  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  ihe  Mississippi  Territory,  pray- 
ing for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  made 
a  detailed  report,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  L. 
reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  Stale 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal Slates ;  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday 
next.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Mississippi  Territory  contains,  according  to  a 
census  lately  taken  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
and  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  said  Territory, 
7.5,512  souls;  of  whom  45,085  are  free  white  persons, 
356  free  people  of  color,  and  30,061  slaves.  By  the 
articles  of  agreement  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Georgia,  it  is  stipulated  that  this  Territory 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State  when  it 
shall  contain  60,000  free  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earher 
period  if  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient.  Hence,  it 
appears  that  its  admission  at  this  time  depends,  not 
upon  the  claim  derived  from  the  above-mentioned  agree- 
ment with  Georgia,  but  upon  a  liberal  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  It  would  seem  to  be  super- 
fluous in  your  committee  to  recommend  that  consider- 
ations of  a  deficiency  of  numbers  be  waived  in  this 
case,  seeing  that  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
passed  three  bills,  at  different  periods,  for  the  admis* 
sion^of  this  Territory,  when  its  population  was  much 
smaller  than  it  is  at  this  time. 

But  it  becomes  a  question  whether  the  object  of  the 
memorialists  can  be  ultimately  attained,  or  ought  to  be 
attained,  in  the  way  in  which  it  is  asked.  It  will  be 
readily  perceived  that  your  committee  allude  to  the  ob- 
jection to  the  extent  of  the  Territory  in  question,  which 
the  memorialists  pray  may  be  embraced  within  the  lim- 
its of  a  single  State.  Whether  such  a  measure  might, 
in  any  possible  contingency,  affect  the  general  interest 
of  the  Union,  it  is  possible  that  a  difference  of  senti- 
ment may  exist.  Your  committee  presume  that  it  is 
not  required  of  them  to  discuss  this  question,  as  it  is 
one  on  which  every  member  of  the  House  will  form  an 
opinion  for  himself.  They  will,  however,  beg  leave 
barely  to  remark,  that  they  cannot  believe  a  State  of 
such  unprecedented  magnitude  as  the  one  contemplated 
by  the  memorialists  can  be  desirable  to  any  section  of 
the  United  States,  In  relation  to  the  interest  of  the 
Territory  itself,  it  may  be  more  witbin  the  province  of 
your  committee  to  give  their  opinion,  with  the  facts 
upon  which  it  is  formed. 

It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  calculate  how  many 
square  miles,  or  how  many  millions  of  acres,  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  contains,  as  its  size  is  sufficiently 
apparent  from  a  mere  glance  at  the  map.     But  there 
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■o  ot)v§-u8  to  the  iHousc,  and   which,   therefore,   the 
coitimil*  e  will  proceed  to  state 

The*  are  in  th^  Territory  three  prinripal  settle- 
'^vhich  lie,  8w  to  their  relative  positions,  some> 
a  triani^uiai-  form,  viz:  one,  immediately  be- 
^thirfy-fifth  fegree  of  latitude,  on  the  Tennessee 
jother,  imt.^ediately  above  the  thirty-first  de- 
I  the  MissMiiippi ;  and  the  other,  also  imme- 
^^ve  the  Jhirty-first  degree,  on  the  Mobile, 
scttlemer*;  on  the  Tennessee  to  that  on  the 
bpi,  the  disttnce  is  about  four  hundred  miles, 
[ich  is  a  U'vlderness,  excepting  so  far  as  it  is 
y  the  Chijkasaw  and  Choctaw  Indians,  by 
Lese  immerwe  regions  are  claimed.  From  the 
jii  on  ihe  Mississippi  to  that  on  the  Mobile,  the 
MS  nearly  taree  hundred  miles.  Here  the  In- 
dia*, c!,  m  is  extiit*:ui8hed ;  but  the  intermediate  set- 
tiewen;  ,  from  Pe^jl  river,  eastwardly,  are  insulated 
an(|  o?-  [lali  eiteni^  From  the  settlement  on  the  .Mo- 
bild  to*|,at  on  the  ^Tennessee,  the  distance  is  about 
thr>e 

cia'ms  |fre  now  extinguished  to  the  whole  of  this  ei- 
tentivw  nnd  intereiiting  tract  of  country,  which  will, 
no  dot^,  soon   extjibit   a    flourishing   settlement,   ex 
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circumsts^icesof  a  local  nature  which  are  not    tion  on  which  these  people  would  never  agree  amongst 

themselves;  and  hence  the  necessity  of  the  parental 
interposition  of  the  General  Government  to  decide  it 
for  them  in  such  a  way  as  may  be  best  adapted  to 
their  local  interests,  and  not  incompatible  with  the 
interest  of  the  United  States.  But,  in  recommending 
a  division  of  this  Territory,  your  committee  beg  leave 
to  suggest  such  a  plan  of  division  as  will  not  probably 
retard  the  admission  of  either  part  beyond  the  period 
at  which  its  inhabitants  would  be  entitled  to  a  State 
government,  in  virtue  of  the  agreement  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia. 

As  there  is  already  west  of  the  line  of  division 
which  will  be  proposed  a  population  that  would  be 
.entitled  to  one  Representative  in  Congress,  on  the 
federal  principle  of  representation,  and  according  to 
the  present  apportionment,  your  committee  respect- 
fully recommend  the  immediate  admission  of  this 
western  part  of  the  Territory,  and  the  establishment 
of  a  separate  Territorial  Government  for  the  eastern 
part,  until  it  also  may  be  entitled,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, to  the  rights  of  a  State. 

With  respect  to  the  line  of  division,  it  is  natural  that 
the  citireiis  of  the  Territory  should,  according  to  their 
respective  local  situations,  entertain  a  variety  of  con- 
flicting opinions,  and  cherish  a  diversity  of  opposite 
hopes.  It  was  a  question  of  some  difficulty  with  your 
committee  ;  and  their  decision  is  the  result  of  a  dis{K>si- 
tion  to  do  equal  justice  to  the  present  inhabitants,  to 
provide  for  the  convenience  of  future  settlers,  and  to 
promote  the  interest  of  the  whole.  The  line  which  the 
committee  propose  for  the  consideration  of  the  House 
IS  designated  in  the  two  bills  which  they  have  prepared 
for  the  purposes  herein  recommended,  and  which  they 
ask  leave  to  report. 


teii^inj  ^roin  the  Ti-nnessee  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexi 
CO.*   ]iM^een    the    Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  set- 
and    between  the  Mississippi  and  the  .Mobile 
ere  ik   not,  and  probably  never   will  be, 
1    iiiI»ercourse    whatever;  but  between 
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intwrcf.^ve  cannot  ^il  to   take   place  when  the    inter- 

venin).-|()untry  sha^l  be   settled,  am 

itreanSA'xplored  aiW  improved 

Thri#hole  Miss^sippi  Territory  formed  into  a  sin- 
would  n(jt  only  be  very  inconvenient  to  a 
rity  of  thoic  of  lU  inhabitants  whose  duty  or 


e  and   the  Tennessee  settlements,   such   an 

:e  when  the    inter- 
d  its  fine  navigable 


riiight  call  tiiem  to  the  Seat  of  Government, 
,d  also  pro*e,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
'itensive  foj  its  Executive  to  suppress  internal 

in  all  partj,  and  repel  external  invasions  at 
(s,    with   nticessary   promptness,  energy,    and 

lut  anothej  objection    to  an  entire  admission 

krritory  arises  from  the  want  of  a  continuity  of 

't  and   a   ritiprocity    of  interest  between   its 

.rts.     The.former  of  these  defecta  might,  per- 
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ha{x*,  l.'^inerely  inc<invenient ;  but  the  latter  couldnot    p 

a  [>ermantjrU  source  of  real  evil  to  the  legis- 

ncils  of  tb-;  country,  and,  of  consequence,  to 

i unity  at  brgc.     Your  committee   need   not 

heir   appr.'lhensions   in   detail,  as  the  House 

4ly  conceivi;    how    naturally  jealousies  would 

V.collisionsj'nsue,  amongst  the  representatives 

'^  lie   inhabiiing   diflV-rciit  regions,  having  dis- 

intereslii*  and  entertaining  opposite  views. 

much  cau^e    to    Kar  that,  in  such  a  state  of 

»%-  ^.ctional  feelings  would  prevail  over  principles 

of  JMt-imi  "nd  iocaltpolicy  over  the  general  good. 

Proii^^ie  above  view  of  the  subject,  your  committee 
«fe  ip'  ■ijj"^n  ibat  ijie  Missiii<.ippi  Territory  should  be 
diTi^ed^ij^  a  north  ^nd  south  line,  for  the  purpose  of 
ere(|inJjine  same  i^to  two  separate  and  independent 
Staiis.  ^n  proposiiii  this  measure,  they  feel  no  little 
reluf  tal^t  in  doing  ^1.  in  Oftposition  to  the  wishes  of  a 
gft«i  Pillion  of  the  [)eople  of  the  Territory;  and  this 
would  be  pore  difficult  to  overcome,  but  tor 


If  ration  ttf«t  there  is,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
lon  albO  ot,lhe  same  people  who  are  in  favor 
asure  proj^jsed.     This  is,  probably,  a  ques- 
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free  f)eopU 

Slave*. 

person*. 

of  colur. 

Adams 

3,608 

129 

6,394 

Wilkinson 

3.218 

2 

4,057 

Amite 

3,365 

19 

1,694 

JeflTerson 

2,531 

— 

2,377 

Claiborne 

1,716 

23 

1,790 

Warren 

-  I         801 

14 

768 

Franklin 

1,701 

4 

1,013 

Pike 

2,078 

1 

539 

Lawrence 

1,367 

- 

417 

Marion 

1,015 

- 

686 

Greene 

1,357 

— 

388 

Wayne 

-  1      1,566 

1 

517 

Hancock,  (suppose 

d) 

.  1         666 

- 

334 

Jackson 

-  1         714 

42 

255 

Madison 

.       10,000 

— 

4,200 

Clarke 

-  i      2,767 

16 

1.334 

Washington 

•  :       1,888 

- 

671 

Monroe 

-  i      3,625 

72 

1,609 

Baldwin 

436 

43 

664 

•Mobile,  (supi 

Mtedj 

. 

1 

.i 
1 

666 

- 

334 

Total 

45,085 

366 

30,061 

Mr.  Lattimcre  also  reported  a  bill  to  establish 
a  separate  Territorial  governnnent  for  the  easterrt 
part  of  the  .Mississippi  Territory  ;  which  was  read 
twicf  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  appoiQied. 
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INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 
Mr.   Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported the  following  bill: 

A  Bill  to  set  apart  and   pledge,  as   a  permanent  fund 
for  internal  improvements,  the  bonus  of  the  National 
Bank,  and  the  United  States  share  of  its  dividends. 
Beit  tnaeted,  4c.,  That  the  United  States'  share  of 
the  dividends  of  the  National  Bank,  and  the  bonus  for 
ita  charter,  be  and   the  same  are  hereby  set  apart  and 
permanently  pledged  as  a  fund  for  constructing  roads 
and  canals;  and  that  it  be  subject  to  such  specific  ap- 
propriations, in  that  respect,  as  Congress  may  here- 
afler  make. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
fund  be  put  under  thj  care  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  time  being  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  his 
duty,  unless  otherwise  directed,  to  vest  the  said  divi- 
dends, if  not  specifically  appropriated  by  Congress,  in 
the  atock  of  the  United  States;  which  slock  shall  ac- 
crue to,  and  is  hereby  constituted  a  part  of  said  fund 
for  constructing  of  roads  and  canals. 

Stc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  also 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary,  unless  otherwise 
directed,  to  vest  the  bonus  for  the  charter  of  the  said 
bank,  as  it  may  fall  due,  in  tlic  stock  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  also  to  lay  before  Congress,  at  their  an- 
nual session,  the  condition  of  the  said  fund. 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  comrailted. 

VACCINATION. 
The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  of 
New  Jersey,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to   encourage  vac- 
cioatiun. 

[The  bill  prescribes  certain  duties  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  agent  for  vaccination,  such  as  fur- 
nishing matter  and  instructions  to  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  annually  to  every  post  office  in  the 
United  Stales;  and  provides  that  the  agent  ^hall 
for  his  services  receive  a  salary  from  the  Gov- 
ernment.] 

The  bill  passed  on  without  debate,  until  that 
part  of  the  bill  came  under  consideration,  which 
designates  the  amount  of  the  salary  to  be  allowed 
to  the  agent. 

Mr.  CoNDiCT  moved  lo  fix  the  salary  at  82,000  ; 
Mr.  Hahn,  ot  Pennsylvania,  moved  §1,500;  and 
Mr.  Hoss,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,000. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  S2;000  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Messrs.  Co.MSTQCK,  of  New  York,  Woodward, 
of  South  Carolina,  Condict.  and  Southard,  of 
New  Jersey,  supported  §1,500,  at  some  length,  by 
arguiuents  having  reference  to  the  labor  and  great 
importance  of  the  services  rtquired  ;  aud  Mr. 
Ross,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  it,  on  the  ground 
of  Its  being  more  than  sufficient  compensation  for 
an  officer  who  could  at  the  same  time  pursue  his 
own  profession.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  also 
supported  51,500,  in  a  decided  speech,  grounded 
on  the  incessant  care  and  labor,  and  arduous  du- 
ties, to  be  devolved  on  this  officer. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  fix  the  salary  at  $L800. 
This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  small  majority. 
The  question  was  taken  on  §1,500,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Co.ndict,  of  New  Jersey,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  add  an  allowance  "  for  sta- 
tionery and  printing,  provided  the  same  do  not 
exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars."   Negatived. 

After  some  further  proceedings,  the  comiiiitlee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  lo  the  House;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  December  24. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufaciures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provi- 
sion, by  law,  to  authorize  the  importers  of  any 
gootls,  wares,  and  merchandise,  brought  from  any 
foreign   port  or  place   into  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  destined  for  Cincinnati,  in  the  Siate 
of  Ohio,  to  give   bond    for  the    payment  of  the 
duties  on  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
made  payable  to  the  collector  to  be  appointed  at 
Cincinnati ;  which  bonds  shall  specify  the  usual 
terms  of  credit,  to  commence  from  the  time  of 
arrival,  on  delivery  of  such  merchandise  at  that 
place  ;  and  that  the  commillee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Malcolm,  to  which  Commillee  of  the  Whole  bad 
^Iso  been  commuted,  the  *"  bill  direciiag  the  dis- 
charge of  John  Ricaud  from  imprisonment,"  and 
the  "bill  directing  the  discharge  of  Nathaniel 
Taft  from  imprisonment." 

The  bills  were  reported  without  amendment. 

The  bill  first  mentioned  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table,  and  ihe  two  latter  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  on  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Haslelt,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  for  a  third  reading. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  discussing  ;he  bill  di- 
recting the  opening  a  road  from  Reynoldsburg  in 
Tennessee;  and.  alier  it  had  progressed,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Webster,  after  a  considerable  debate, 
it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  ihe  table.  [Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Caluocn,  and  others,  advocated  the  motion  lo 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  act  specially  on  any  par- 
ticular road,  whilst  a  general  bill  on  the  subject 
was  yet  likely  to  pass  at  the  session.  By  Messrs. 
McLean,  of  Kentucky,  Reynolds,  Robertson, 
and  Hardin,  the  particular  friends  of  the  bill, 
the  motion  was  strongly  opposed,  on  the  ground 
1  that  the  road  did  not  come  under  the  general 
class  of  roads  and  other  internal  improvements, 
being  one  of  necessity,  no  road  now  existing  there, 
and  being  indispensable  to  enable  the  boaimea 
from  New  Orleans,  and  others  to  return  home  by 
anything  like  a  direct  track.] 

EDUCATION  OF  SOLDIERS'  ORPHANS. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  propose 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  a  measure, 
which,  if  adopted,  would  tend  to  make  the  insti- 
tution for  military  education  at  West  Point  more 
honorable,  and  perhaps  more  useful  lo  the  nation. 
He  did  not  mean   lo  enter  at  all  into  the  course 
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pur'^u.fi  in  regari  to  that  academy,  either  as  it 
respe^J  the  Go>  ernment  or  the  persons  employ- 
ed ;  bi«  as  the  ihstitution  exists,  he  meant  to 
niE^ke  »  propositifln.  which  would  render  it  more 
crt«dn!#Jeio  the  IJniied  States  than  it  isat  present, 
hofPuiv  well  miina^ed.  If  youths  were  to  be 
edycid  at  the  public  expense.  Mr.  R.  said  he 
sh<iuiJ«ike  to  see^some  rule  established  by  which 
ihijist  Jiould  rectiive  this  privilege  who  had  some 
cUimli^  it.  He]lid  not  wish  the  institution  to  be 
filled  %  the  sons  iiif  the  influential  and  the  wealthy 

onfv^.  I 

lief  jould  gre;|tly  prefer  a  moderate  degree  of 
edjiC;^  il>n,  to  be,  equally  difl"used  among  all  the 
xn<ia:>j^  r^s  of  the  (iomraunity,  to  any  excess,  in  the 
pofsej  i.on  of  a  f;w :  he  would  rather  that  every 
ra^n  iijthe  natiim  should  understand  his  native 
lai^^l^  ^|e,  and  a  iiw  of  the  necessary  rules  of  arilh- 
m-'ti^'^an  ihat-literatute,  of  however  high  de- 
gree.5*hould  be  Exclusively  posse«;sed  by  some 
doze^jof  persons  scattered  over  the  United  States. 
It  a^-ared  to  him,  that  by  establishing  instilu- 
tiousi*  DOW  conipmplated.  we  began  at  the  wrong 
end  i^^society.  The  erection  of  such  institutions 
raihf^hows  the- ostentation  of  the  Government 
than^It-  benevolewice  or  wisdom — remarks,  how- 


?r.th 


ever.' Thich,  he  s^id,  belonged  to  a  question  which 
migtji^rise  durir»  the  session,  but  was  not  now 
be|of»«J»e  House,; 

On^-flecting  ijn  the  question  who  were  best 
en;tiiiaK  to  notioe  from  their  Government,  the 
mtn-l*-as  at  onct|  struck  with  the  impression,  that 
ihj;re^-<  one  clas::<  peculiarly  entitled  to  its  justice 
aqd  fjiur.  He  ajiluded  to  the  sons  of  those  who 
baid  »}en  in  theiservice  of  their  country.  Hav- 
ing Ivtn  thus  deprived  of  their  parents,  they 
ou^L'^lo  find  in.;  society  a  father.  If  any  class 
wji>  A  titled  to  pv'culiar  favor  from  the  country, 
It  ^wj 'he  sons  otUhose  who  had  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  leaving  to  their  children  the  inheri- 
layceir  their  bra;very  and  their  poverty.  It  be- 
ccinic"^js,  said  Nfe.  K.,  to  relieve  them  from  the 
e  and  irjkmorality  which  their  situation 
nn  them,  stripped  as  they  areof  the  essen- 
iport  whith  others  find  in  parents  who 
and  direct  their  steps.  I  cannot  bear  the 
id  Mr.  R..  that  money  should  be  taken  from 
kets,  everiof  the  indigent,  to  educate  the 
men  of  vv*ealth,  especially  when  we  find 
)  whom  Ifhave  alluded  pining  la  want.  I 
know  thai  the  sons  of  the  wealthy  do  fill 
-emy  ;  I  i^ave  not  inquired,  but  I  hope  the 
lot  so  ;  ll^t  such  are  not  nourished  from 
ic  breast,  without  attention  to  the  claims 
rs  more  (Reserving  the  public  care.  Far 
je,  said  ht',  be  the  desire  to  establish  any 
f^ed  class  la  this  country  ;  before  I  would 
to  do  anything  so  repugnant  to  my  prin- 
'l  would  li)rego  feelings  the  most  dear  to 
le  did  n*t  consider  the  motion  he  was 
a  make  aa  proposing  it ;  as  there  was  to  be 
r,  no  ranjf.  nor  anything  which  could  of- 
e  most  riij»d  Republican.  Nor  did  he  think 
^'  should  r^n  much  risk  of  inducing  fathers 
}  their  blowd  too  freely  for  the  country,  that 
light  havp^their  sons  educated  by  the  pub- 


lic ;  but.  on  the  other  hand,  said  he.  let  us  take 
from  them  one  of  their  fears  ;  for  they  know  that, 
in  battle,  the  bail  that  deprives  them  of  existence, 
takes  from  their  sons  what  is  dearer  to  them,  all 
prospect  of  edacation  and  correct  morals.  Under 
these  impressions,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  ventured  to 
propose  the  following  resolution  : 

Rctolted,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affkire 
be  luitructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  educa- 
ting, in  the  Military  School  at  West  Point,  the  soiu  of 
all  officers,  non-commi»«ioned  officers,  and  privates,  who 
have  fallen  in  the  late  war,  fighting  the  battles  of  then 
country. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  Connecticut,  suggested  to 
the  honorable  mover  the  expediency  of  modify- 
ing the  terms  of  his  motion,  so  as  that,  if  more 
academies  should  be  created,  all  might  stand  on 
the  same  footing. 

To  which  Mr.  Robertson  consented  ;  and  also, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  so 
modified  his  motion  as  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  in  the  late  war,"  so  as  to  make  the  terms  general. 

The  resolve  was  then  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition. 

VACCINATION. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for 
the  encouragement  of  vaccination,  was  read  athird 
time. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Pennsylvania,  required  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Although  be 
believed  he  should  himself  vote  for  the  bill,  he 
thought  it  proper  that  on  a  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  salary  officer,  the  people  should  know 
who  voted  for  and  who  against  the  bill  ;  and  he 
also  wished  that  their  constituents  should  know 
who  were  at  this  time  present,  and  who  absent 
from  their  seats, 

Mr.  Cady,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  as  contemplating  an  interference  by 
the  United  Stales  in  the  duty  of  the  States.  He 
had  never  heard,  he  said,  that  the  State  of  New 
York,  or  any  other  State,  had  been  so  unmindful 
of  the  health  of  the  people,  as  that  Congress 
ought  to  take  it  into  their  charge.  So  far  as  re- 
spected the  Army  and  Navy,  the  United  Slates 
ought  to  act  on  the  subject ;  but,  for  the  rest,  it 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  Stale  Legislatures. 

Mr.  Tlcker.  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  bill 
should  lie  on  the  table.  So  far  from  availing 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  the  House  being 
thin,  to  take  the  yeas  and  nays,  to  show  who 
were  not  in  their  seats,  if  that  consideration  opera- 
ted at  all.  it  should  be  not  to  take  the  yeas  and 
nays  but  to  postpone  the  decision  of  the  question. 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table;  and  the  House 
adjourned  to  Thursday. 


Thursday,  December  26. 

Mr.  King  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Lincoln  county,  in  the  District  ot  Maine, 
complaining  ot  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  Brit- 
ish vessels  over  vessels  of  the  United  States,  m 
the  commerce  carried  on  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  and  praying  that  such 
measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  secure   to  the 
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shipping  interest  of  this  country  the  advantages 
to  which  they  conceive  it  to  be  entitled,  or  shall 
remedy  the  evils  of  which  they  complain.— Re- 
ferrt-d  to  the  Conimitiee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  petition  of  John  Delafield,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Delafield.  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole.  ^  ^    ^    „ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Landon  Carter."  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  | 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  recommending  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress  the  expediency  of  such  further 
legislative  provisions  as  may  be  requisite  for  de- 
taining vesNels  actually  equipped,  or  in  a  course 
of  equipment,  with  a  warlike  force,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relaiioos. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  man- 
ufactory of  small  arms  near  Newport,  in  Ken- 
tucky, on  Licking  river. 

On  motion  of.Vlr.  Harrison,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  a  sum  of  money  to 
be  expended,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  in  removing  the  ob- 
struction to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  cre- 
ated by  the  falls  near  Louisville,  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  De8UA  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Retolved,  As  the  lands  south  of  Green  river,  now 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  were,  by 
the  State  of  Virginia,  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  sat- 
isfying claims  for  Revolutionary  services,  and  a  por- 
tion of  which  lands  has  since  been,  by  the  General 
Government,  ceded  by  treaty  to  the  Chickasaw  tribe 
of  Indians,  by  v»hich  cession  many  of  the  Revolution- 
ary patrioU  have  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  arising 
from  grants  obtained  for  meritorious  services  ;  that  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  be  requested  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  have  the  Indian  title  to  the  land 
lying  within  the  limiu  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  ex- 
tinguished as  soon  as  practicable. 

.Mr.  Calhoun  thought,  as  the  resolution  was  on 
a  suhject  new,  and  somewhat  local  in  its  nature, 
it  would  be  belter  not  to  decide  on  it  immedi- 
ately, and  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hardin,  also,  joined  in  the  hope  that  the 
resolution  should  lie  on  the  table,  as  it  stated  facts 
with  which  he  was  before  unacquainted,  and 
which  required  some  examination. 

Mr.  Desha,  after  repeating  his  belief  in  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  of  the  resolution,  acquiesced 


The  engrossed  bills,  directing  the  discharge  of 
Nathaniel  Taft  from  his  irapriionment,  and  for 
the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud  from  imprison- 
ment, were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  engrosi^ed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Williana 
Haslett,  was  read  the  third  time,  when  Mr.  Har- 
din, who  was  not  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the 
relief  contemplated,  and  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill  not  being  in  his 
seat  to  give  the  information  he  desired,  moved  to 
lay  ihe  bill  on  the  table;  and,  after  some  conver- 
sation on  the  subject,  between  Messrs.  Haroin, 
Lyon,  Davenport,  and  Wright,  on  the  circum- 
stances which  brought  the  petitioner  before  the 
House  for  relief,  and  the  propriety  of  suspending 
the  immediate  passage  oi  the  bill,  it  was  laid  od 
the  table. 

SUPREME  COURT  REPORTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  10  provide  for  the  regular  publication  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
salary  of  the  reporter  with  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  supported  his  motion  and  the 
general  object  of  the  bill  by  a  short  speech. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  oat 
the  first  section  of  the  bill — in  effect  to  reject  it. 

This  motion,  and  the  preceding  one.  gave  rise 
to  a  debate  of  some  length  ;  Messrs.  Taylor  of 
New  York,  H.  Nelson,  and  Root,  in  favor  of 
the  bill ;  and  Messrs,  Robertson,  Hardin,  Ross, 
and  Wright,  mi  opposition  to  it. 

In  support  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  bill, 
was  urged  the  great  importance  of  having  correct 
and  early  reports  of  the  decisions  of  a  court  whose 
decrees,  if  not  law  in  themselves,  are  evidence  of 
the  law,  and  the  advantage  of  a  reporter  of  prop- 
er abilities,  made  responsible  for  the  proper  exer-^ 
ciseof  his  duties.  This  bill,  it  was  strongly  urged, 
would  tend  to  secure  a  prompt  publication  of  the 
reports,  making  the  salary  coniingeni  on  the  de- 
livery of  acertain  number  of  copies  of  the  reports 
of  each  term,  within  six  months  after  the  decis- 
ions of  the  court  were  pronounced  ;  and  that  it 
would  also  secure  fidelity  in  the  reporter,  he  be- 
ing liable  to  removal  by  ihe  Supreme  Court,  for 
misconduct.  Without  an  inducement  like  that 
proposed  by  the  bill,  fears  were  expressed  that  no 
reports  would  be  published  ;  and  the  example  of 
some  of  the  States  was  quoted,  who  had  deemed 
the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  their  Supreme 
Courts,  so  important  as  to  give  to  men  properly 
qualified,  even  a  greater  compensation  than  was 
proposed  to  be  given  to  a  reporter  of  the  decisions 
of  a  higher  court. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  value  of  correct  reports 
of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  gene- 


the  motion  to  lay  it,  at  present,  on  the  table; !  rally  admitted ;  though  Mr.  Robertson  was  op 


in 

and  It  was  accordingly  so  ordered, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ■  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Landon  Carter."  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  ihe  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims. 


posed  to  any  act  which  should  sanction  the  idea 
of  their  having  a  permanent  effect  over  other 
law,  or  make  their  construction  of  laws  binding 
on  their  successors  and  on  other  authorities,  it 
was  generally  urged,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  that 
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no  jiicessity  eiijisted  for  creating  a  salary  officer 
fi)r  tfis  purpos^;  that  the  reports  had  been  here- 
t^fork  publishejl  without  a  salary,  and  would. 
ij  p»  ;mptly  pul)Iished,  afford  emolument  enough 
tp  i.^  ure  the  attention  of  adequate  talents  to  that 
crojf:.  I ;  that,  tc  pass  such  a  bill,  would  be  to  give 
»:  n^  lopoly  of  si  privilege,  (that  of  reporting  the 
pro^  ?dings  of  \hv  Court.)  which  ought  to  be  free 
tb  a.,  ,  As  to  l^e  Stale  courts,  it  was  said,  a  sal- 
ary !  -porter  mj;ght  be  necessary,  since  the  de- 
T]ian  for  the  r*ports,  limited  to  the  State,  would 
Ife  Dj  ijessarily  small,  though  their  publication  was 
J'jig^  y  importajit  to  a  correct  administration  of 
ju.<:(»  e;  but  ih^t,  in  regard  to  the  decisions  of  the 
^uj)  i-me  Courj  whose  effect  pervaded  the  Uni- 
on, lie  case  wts  otherwise;  and  there  could  be 
no  d  ,ubt  but  i^ie  publication  would  afford  sufli- 
cteii  eraoluraeiu.  unaided  by  a  salary,  from  the 
exte   ?ive  sale  of  the  reports. 

Ti  the  latter  argument  it  was  rejoined,  that 
thofv  h  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Untr  d  Slates  were  more  general  in  their  effect 
tharv  those  of  (he  State  courts,  they  were  more 
limi- ^-d   in    their  scope;  limited  pretty  much  to 

ions  of  natiJonal  law,  or  general  law,  of  which 

fven  of  eminent  legal  men  had  occasion  to 

'themselves  in  practice, 
question  on  the  striking  out  of  the  section 

Jecided  in  the  affiribaiive,  by  a  vote  of  76  to 

HO. 

ti  Ccmmitjee  rose  and  reported  their  decis- 
rhich  wa"  concurred  in  by  the  House,  (the 

^f  Mr.  Ro^T  for  the  yeas  and  nays  having 

'  efused,)  iW  about  the  same  vote.     The  bill 
is  thl[:efore  rejited. 


•I 


M 


FiiiDAY.  December  27. 

other  r)*embers.  to  wit:  from  the  State 
V  York.  T-HOMAS  R.  Gold  and  Mesa  Kent, 
red  and  look  their  seats. 
Cannon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion,,which  wa«.  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tab^<|: 

:  ii^oh-fd,  Tha*,  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
b^  jr^'.ructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying 
ofi  tiii>I  esUblishipg  a  srparale  surveyor's  district  witb- 
iii  »i»  .Mississippi  Territory,  adjoining  the  Southern 
boun:|ary  of  the  |5tate  of  Tennessee,  and  including  the 
late  j^jrchases  m^de  from  the  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw 
Ir.djtts,  and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  princi- 
ptli.frveyor  for  |he  said  district;  also,  a  register  and 
receiver  of  publjc  moneys  ;  and  make  such  further 
proviiion  as  may>be  necessary  to  have  the  lands  with- 
in thi  same,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extin- 
guislyd,  surveyed,  and  offered  for  sale,  as  soon  as  it  is 
able. 


o 

Con, 


motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
ittee  on  Military  Affairs  was  instructed  to 
itiqu^'e  into  tbt  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
ajct.  fuaking  further   provision  for  military  ser- 
duriiig  th^  late  war,  aud  fur  other  purposes, 
April  6.  1816,  as  to  require  a  relinquish- 
of  land  bqunty  on  the  part  of  the  heirs  and 
entativesvif  volunteer^,  enlisted   under  the 
ihorizingjthe  President  of  the  United  States 

i 


to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,  passed  February  6.  1812  previous  to  placing 
the  widows  or  children  of  said  volunteers  upon 
the  pension  list,  under  the  first-mentioned  act. 

Mr.  Kerr  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  passing 
a  law,  authorizing  the  soldiers  of  the  army  to  trans- 
fer their  claims  to  bounty  land  before  the  patenU  are 
issued. 

On  this  resolution,  some  discussion  took  place, 
in  which  .VIes^rs.  Kerr,  Harrison,  Hulbert,' 
Wright.  Parris,  S.mith  of  Maryland,  and  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  took  part.  The  motion  was 
finally  withdrawn  by  the  mover,  in  consequence 
of  his  discovering  that  the  Senate  had  asked  of 
the  Executive  information  on  this  subject,  and 
that  it  was  already  comprehended  in  a  general 
reference  to  a  cornmitlee  of  this  House.  Mr. 
Kerr  intimated  that  he  should  herealtfr  urge  his 
motion,  if  the  subjt^ct  was  not  brought  before  the 
House  for  decision,  by  a  committee,  or  in  some 
other  shape. 

Mr.  Tho.mas,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Koads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priating twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Muscle  Shoals,  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  motion;  and 
on  the  question  of  adopting  the  resolution,  it  was, 
without  debate,  decided  in  the  negative.  So  it 
was  rejected. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  amend  the  act  of  last  session,  authorizing 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed in  the  military  service,  during  the  late 
war. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  having  been  read, 
which  goes  to  repeal  certain  sections  of  the  for- 
mer act — 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 
therefrom  the  word  ninths  so  as  to  retain  the  sec- 
tion of  the  law  (proj)osed  to  be  stricken  out)  au- 
thorizing payment  fur  houses  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  m  consequence  of  their  occupation  as 
places  of  military  deposite. 

Mr.  Hardin  stated  that  the  motive  which  in- 
duced the  committee  to  recommend  the  striking 
out  of  that  section,  did  not  proceed  from  an  ob- 
jection to  the  salisiaction  of  such  claims,  but  to 
the  decision  thereon  being  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  one  commissioner,  or  officer  of  any  descrip- 
tion. It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that 
such  claims  ought  to  pass  specially  before  Con- 
gress. Nine  tenths  of  the  aggregate  amount  of 
money  paid  under  the  awards  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Claims,  had  been  under  the  ninih  .sec- 
tion ol  the  act.  There  were  claims  in  the  Com- 
missioner's office,  coming  under  that  section  of 
the  act,  yet  undecided  on,  tu  the  amount  of  some- 
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thing  like  half  a  million  of  dollars.  This  was  a 
sura  too  large  to  be  allowed  to  claimants  but  bv 
special  acts  of  Congress,  certainly  too  large  to  be 
subjected  to  the  decision  of  one  man,  whose 
award  was  decisive,  fixed,  and  unalterable. 

Mr.  Betts.  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
Committee  should  rise.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner had  been  laid  on  the  table  from  the 
printer's  only  this  morning,  and  he  had  had  no 
opportunity  to  examine  it.  The  House  might, 
perhaps,  after  a  perusal  of  the  report  and  docu- 
ments, not  be  disposed  to  amend  the  act  at  all. 
They  certainly  ought  to  understand  the  subject 
before  they  acted  on  it. 

Mr.  Hardin  trusted,  he  said,  that  the  Commit- 
tee would  not  rise.  The  decisions  of  the  Com- 
missioner had  been  suspended  on  every  section 
of  the  act  in  question,  and  could  not  be  resumed 
until  Congress  should  act  on  the  subject.  As  to 
the  document  the  gentleman  had  spoken  of  it 
was,  Mr.  H.  said,  nothing  more  than  an  elemen- 
tary treatise,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Lee.  or  somebody 
else  for  him.  which  he  suspected  was  the  fact — a 
learned  treatise  on  the  construction  of  statutes. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  had  rather  be  moving  some  way 
or  other  on  this  subject,  even  if  wrongly, than  that 
the  act  should  be  kept  wholly  in  suspense. 

Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of  the 
Committee's  rising,  and  was  proceeding  to  assign 
his  reasons — 

When  the  Chairman  said,  the  nature  of  the 
question  (on  the  Committee's  rising)  precluded 
debate,  except  on  that  point. 

The  question  on  the  Committee's  rising  was 
deterinined  in  the  negative — 68  to  53. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Clark's  motion 
for  striking  out  the  word  "  ninth."' 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  favor 
uf  the  motion.  Those  who  had  claims  in  his 
part  of  the  country,  under  the  act  passed  at  the 
last  session,  had  prepared  the  evidence  in  support 
of  them,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  Com- 
missioner; and  only  yesterday  an  agent,  sent  on 
by  them  with  these  claims,  arrived  in  this  city. 
Why,  Mr.  R.  asked,  should  a  different  measure 
of  justice  be  affurded  to  citizens  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country?  Why  should  his  constit- 
aenis,  by  a  repeal  of  this  section  of  the  act.  be 
deprived  of  the  advantages  of  which  others  nearer 
the  Seal  of  Government  had  availed  themselves  ? 
Or  why  should  claims  of  one  description  con- 
tinue to  be  paid,  while  claims  of  another  sort, 
depending  on  the  same  principle,  were  to  be 
dragged  before  the  House?  The  numerous  ap- 
plications for  indemnification  for  losses  had  made 
It  necessary  to  appoint  a  Comruissioner  to  decide 
on  them  ;  and  claims  for  lost  horses,  teams,  dec, 
were  still  to  be  subject  to  summary  decision ; 
while  claims  equally  just,  resting  on  the  same 
principle,  because  they  differed  in  amount,  were 
to  come  before  this  House,  and  if  they  were 
obliged  to  do  so,  they  would  be  subjected  to  great 
loss,  and  encounter  much  delay  and  further  ex- 
pense. And,  he  said,  when  gentlemen  from  the 
Western  country  should  have  gotten  their  claims 
settled  before  the  Commissioner  or  other  officer, 


whatever  the  liberality  and  fairness  with  which 
they  generally  act.  for  which  he  gave  them  cre- 
dit, there  would  not  be  the  same  inducement  to 
pay  claims  for  other  property;  and  he  ventured 
to  say,  if  the  claims  for  houses  burnt  belonged  to 
that  section  of  the  country,  the  House  would 
never  have  heard  of  one  mode  of  paying  for 
claims  of  one  character,  and  another  mode  for 
other  claims  depending  on  the  same  principle. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  had  thought  it  necessary,  repre- 
senting alone  on  this  floor  a  parWcular  section  of 
the  country,  to  oppose  the  attempt  to  place  those 
who  have  suffered  losses  in  that  quarter,  in  an 
infinitely  worse  situation  than  that  in  which  they 
now  stood.  What  would  be  the  impression  made 
on  the  minds  of  those  people  when  they  found 
property  in  one  part  of  the  country  paid  lor,  and 
the  same  payment  refused  to  them?  It  would 
be.  that  there  was  an  attention  to  the  interests  of 
those  near  the  Seat  of  Government,  and  of  those 
numerously  represented,  which  those  otherwise 
situated  need  not  look  for.  He  hoped  the  ninth 
section  would  not  be  repealed.  If  the  Commis- 
sioner was  not  a  fit  person  to  decide  on  the 
claims,  and  of  his  fitness  he  did  not  know,  and 
therefore  would  not  say  anything — let  another 
be  selected.  It  was  peculiarly  ungracious  at  this 
moment  to  shut  the  door  against  his  constituents, 
Mr.  R.  said,  and  to  decide  that  this  section  of  the 
act  having  answered  particular  purposes,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  continue  it  longer.  As  to  throw- 
ing the  claimants  on  Congress,  every  one  could 
see  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  attention  to  minute 
claims,  and  the  small  prospect  which  the  claim- 
ants must  have  of  obtaining  that  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  their  claims  which  justice  requires. 
Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  believed  the  old 
law  o'jght  to  remain  unaltered,  unless  by  the  ad- 
dition of  two  Commissioners  to  the  one  already 
appointed.  The  Congress  had,  in  a  particular 
case,  appointed  three  Commissioners  to  decide  on 
the  merit  of  claims  not  more  difficult,  nor  per- 
haps more  important,  than  those  confided  by  the 
act  of  last  session  to  one  Commissioner — he 
meant  the  Yazoo  claims.  The  idea  of  a  single 
Commissioner  had  been  objected  to  in  the  Sen- 
ate at  the  last  session  ;  they  desired  three  Com- 
missioners. This  House  decided  id  favor  of  one. 
And  why  now  undo  that  which  was  last  year  so 
deliberately  done?  Would  any  man  here  say 
that  houses  burnt  by  the  enemy,  because  in  mili- 
tary possession  or  occupation,  ought  not  to  be 
paid  for  ?  A  man  might  blush  for  his  country,  if 
such  an  opinion  were  recorded  as  its  act.  If  we 
cross  the  Canada  line,  he  said,  we  find  that  Gov- 
ernment making  payment  for  lo::ses  of  every 
description  sustained  by  its  citizens.  The  prop- 
osition to  repeal  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of 
last  session,  Mr.  W.  said,  contemplated  injustice 
to  the  small  States.  How  did  they  now  stand  in 
this  respect?  The  gentleman  troiu  Louisiana 
was  the  single  Representative  of  a  part  ol  the 
country  which  had  in  this  respect  greatly  suf- 
fered. Look  at  the  proceedings  of  every  day, 
Mr.  W.  said,  and  injustice  to  the  small  Stales 
would  appear  io  the  votes  of  the  House.     He 
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t|Ms:4ested  iotik  vinhus  against  iL     If  there  was 

!aa  'fault  in  legard   to  the  law  of  last  session— 

■  aq  *e  did  noi  say  there  was— it  was  in  the  selec- 

11^     of  a   rnsin   for   Commissioner  who  wanted 

U«V  ^raent;  foi  he  nerer  heard  him  even  suspected 

"M  'dispositiqn    to   do  otherwise  than  right.     If 

ll,   records  D(«w  in  possession  of  this  House  were 

•  t^«  iperately  fxamiaed.  Mr.  W.  said  he  believed 

•;lv  ,  would  present  a  very  different  view  of  this 

« ruTter   from- that  which  gentlemen  had  hastily 

vn  up.     Lf-t  us  appoint  two   additional  Com- 

Isioners.  s^id  he,  and  that  will  be  a  sufficient 

jodment    io   the   law.     There  were,  he  said, 

ly  cases  >-aiting  now.  which  ought  to  be  paid; 

iich   this  Mouse   had    said   ous 

ich   It   w^s  now  desired  they 

a.^  leave  thi^  decisions 

lb 


to 


be  paid 
should   unsay, 
on  the  claims  to  a  body, 
member?  of  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
r-ected  tht^r  own  constituents  much  more  than 
ly  did  othfjrs.     He  knew  it  to  be  so,  he  said; 
had    seei,   it  every  day  ;  and    no  gentleman 
juld   rise  -^^nd  say   that  they  were    not    more 
[dy  to  ati^-iid  to  '.he  wants  of  their  constituents 
in  to  thos4  of  a  distant   region.     Mr.  W.  said 
was  not  prepared   to  denounce   the  present 
.mmissioufr.   or    legislate    him    out    of  office. 
Ji  him  be  i;eard  ;  let  his  acts  be  examined  be- 
i^e  they  are-judged.     As  to  reference  of  claims 
>  cttmog  undfr  the  ninth    iection  to  this  House, 
hcM-  W.  said  It  was  impossible  they  could  be  tully 
immed  b-'re;  and,  if  they  could,  it  would  be 
^lly  more, expensive,  one  day's  sitting  of  this 
use  costiog  the   nation  as  much  as  a  year's 
[ary  of  a  Commissioner.     Mr.  W.  complained 
it  his  con:jtituents,  who  were  exposed  by  their 
Faationj,  tMho  did  not  live  beyond  the  moun- 
ts, who  l<>ught  at   the  water's  edge,  and  had 
l^ir  vessels  and   houses  burnt,  were  to    be   de- 
lved of  th?  benents  of  the  provisions  of  a  law, 
ifucn  Congress  had  at  the  last  session  solemnly 
;ided  to  be  proper  and   ri^ht  to  be  applied  to 
•ir  case.    .He  hoped  the  House  would  confirm 
Lw  what  they  had  done  at  the  last  session,  and 
.1  repeal  \  law  because  its  provisions  had.  in 
v*V'   execution  of  it.  been  more  widely  extended 
FJiin  was  ih^)ught  proper.     But,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
x4ti  not   beljeve  there  had  in   this  case  been  as 
?at  a  clanjor  against  Mr.  Lee's  construction  of 
law,  as  »here  had  been  against  that  of  Chief 
Uiice  Marihall  in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr.     He 
Iped  the  jiouse  would  make  short  work  of  it, 
id  reject  t*us  bill.     Mr.  W.  went  on  to  state  his 
union  thai  ihe  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
tjard    to  iiidividual  losses  by  the  war  ought  to 
graduail-d    by    the   most    liberal    principles, 
Ld  that  a^  property  ought  to  be  paid   for  de- 
coyed by  ihe  enemy  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
face of  military  torce.  On  the  exposed  Atlantic 
f^ntier.  in  ijoany  cases  houses  had  been  destroyed 
the  enetiiy  because  occupied  by  the  militia. 
letimes  \iith  and  sometimes  without  the  own- 
ts  consent^     Would  gentlemen  arrest  the  pay- 
>ni  of  sufch  claims,  or  throw  them  on  the  be- 
[iniiy  of  tills  House,  after  ihey  had  been  paid 
their  hojrses  ?    He  should   move  an  amend- 
tent.  he  saAl.  at  the  proper  lime,  to  appoint  two 
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additional  Commissioners,  with  an  appeal,  if  the 
House  choose,  in  doubtful  cases,  to  any  body 
vested  with  appellate  jurisdiction,  even  if  it  were 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  assured  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  that  he.  though  from  the 
West,  was  as  much  opposed  to  the  bill  as  the 
gentleman  himself  could  be  ;  and  he  begged  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  to  believe  that  there 
were  some  gentlemen  in  the  West,  as  willing  to 
provide  for  the  payment  for  burnt  houses  as  for 
lost  horses — who  made  no  distinction  between 
the  losses  of  different  sections  in  a  common  cause. 
Mr.  H.  wished  to  strike  out  the  whole  bill,  and 
to  propose  a  substitute,  which,  not  expecting  the 
bill  to  be  called  up  to-day.  since  the  documents 
were  only  just  laid  on  the  table,  he  had  not  time 
to  prepare.  If  the  Committee  would  rise,  he 
could  prepare  one. 

Mr.  JoHNSO.N,  of  Kentucky,  rose  lo  propose  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  which  he  had  prepared. 
He  did  not  mean  now  to  enter  into  a  discussion, 
in  which,  if  such  should  arise  on  this  subject,  he 
should  think  it  his  duty  to  take  up  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  time  of  the  House,  but  not  at  this 
hour  of  the  day.  or  at  this  time  of  the  week.  He 
could  show,  when  it  became  necessary,  that,  so 
far  from  any  occasion  lo  amend  the  law,  unless 
to  extend  its  piovisions,  the  English  language 
could  not  make  the  law  more  definite,  or  embrace 
more  distinctly  principles  which  have  been  sol- 
emnly sanctioned  by  this  House,  and  he  was  cer- 
tain would  be  by  this  nation — principles  which 
no  American  Congress  would  ever  refuse  to  sanc- 
tion. For  the  present,  he  should  content  himself 
with  submitting  his  proposition,  convinced  that 
all  would  be  satisfied,  and  even  the  Commission- 
er himself,  with  a  subjection  of  his  decisions, 
besides  the  general  control  of  the  Executive,  to 
the  revision  of  one  of  the  Heads  of  Departments. 
Independent  of  other  considerations,  he  said,  a 
strong  reason  against  the  abolition  of  the  office 
of  Commissioner  was,  the  time  it  would  lake  lo 
organize  and  put  in  motion  a  new  office,  new 
books,  tStc.  The  present  Commissioner  knew  the 
views  of  the  Executive,  and  would  not  only  be 
as  adequate,  but  more  prompt  than  any  other  in- 
dividual who  could  be  selected.  &,c.  Mr.  J.  then 
submitted  his  moiion  to  strike  the  whole  of  the 
bill  from  the  enacting  clause,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  the  following: 

"  That  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  provisiona  of 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  payment  for 
property  lost  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  I'niled  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  the  decisions  of  the  Commusioner  shall  be 
revised  and  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  without  which  sanction,  no  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  sat- 
isfy any  such  claims  ;  and  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  said  Secretary  shall  make  report  of  such 
cases  as  may  not  be  embraced  by  said  act,  but  which, 
in  his  opinion,  should  be  provided  for  by  law." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRidO.s,  the  Committee 
then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again  ;  and  Mr.  Johnsons  amendment  was 
ordered  to  be  printfd. 
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MoffDAY,  December  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  Bradbury  Cillev,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  that 
the  said  Territory  may  be  erected  into  a  Stale 
government,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Mr.  Lattlmore  presented  a  petition  from  sun- 
dry members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory, praying  that  the  Territory  may  be  divided 
into  two  equal  parts,  and  thai  the  western  section 
may  be  erected  into  a  State  government,  and 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  Stales.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  the  western  part  of  the  Missi.^sippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  sundry  resolutions  adopted 
bp  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
requesting  Congress  lo  adopt  some  more  enlarged 
and  liberal  principle  respecting  the  confirmation 
of  land  titles  in  the  said  Territory  ;  to  extend  the 
time  allowed  for  recording  land  titles;  lo  estab- 
lish two  additional  land  offices  for  the  sale  of 
public  lands;  and  that  the  right  of  pre-emption 
in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  in  said  Territory 
may  be  extended. —  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CoNDtcT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  reported  in  part  a  list 
of  thirty-seven  bills,  remaining  unfinished  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  in  various  stages  of  pro- 


gress 


Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, (now  called  the  Real  Estate  Bank.)  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  J.  Allen,  representative  of  William  H. 
Allen,  late  commander  of  the  United  States'  brig 
Argus,  and  the  surviving  officers  and  crew  of  that 
vessel,  dec,  concluding  with  a  resolution  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petitioners.  The  report  and  reso- 
lution were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Nelsc*,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fur- 
ther extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mil- 
itary land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office ;  and  also  of 
further  extending  the  time  to  complete  the  sur- 
veys,and  obtain  the  patents  tor  lands  located  under 
Virginia  resolution  warrants  ;  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise.  And  Mr.  H.  Nelson,  Mr. 
Creighton.  Mr.  Tho.mas,  Mr.  Dickens,  and  Mr. 
Sheffey,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Sir.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  adopting  such  restrictions  as 
will  be  calculated  to  prevent  the  formation  of 


companies  to  monopolize  the  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

TRANSFER  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Calhocn  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  reg- 
ulation of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments," 
passed  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  as  authorizes  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  transfer  appropriations. 

Mr.  C.  supported  the  propriety  of  his  motion  by 
remarking  briefly  on  the  evils — great  evils,  he  said 
—  which«esulted  to  the  public  interests  from  the 
practice,  particularly  in  the  War  Department,  of 
permitting  funds  to  be  diverted  from  one  object 
of  appropriation  and  applied  to  another.  He 
urged  the  necessity  of  applying  a  remedy,  and  that 
was  to  compel  in  the  Departments  a  rigid  adhe- 
rence to  specific  appropriations. 

After  some  observations  from  Messrs.  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Lowndes,  and 
Pickering,  respectively,  principally  explanatory 
of  the  present  and  former  practice  of  the  Depart- 
ments, but  generally  acquiescing  in  the  propriety 
of  inquiry — the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  authorizing  pay- 
ment for  properly  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
question  being  on  Mr.  Johnson's  motion,  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  continue  the  law  as  it 
stands,  subjecting  the  decisions  of  the  Commis- 
sioner to  the  revision  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  : 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  after  drawinij 
a  comparison  between  the  bill  and  the  amendment, 
contended  that  it  was  indispensable,  in  his  opinion, 
that  the  9th  section  of  the  act  in  question,  should 
be  repealed.*  The  claims  under  it,  he  said,  were 
of  great  magnitude;  and  how  easy  would  it  be 
for  claimants,  with  large  claims,  as  soon  as  they 
ascertained  what  sort  of  evidence  was  wanting, 
to  procure  this  evidence.  Was  it  not  better,  was 
it  not  safer,  he  asked,  that  such  claims  should  be 
specially  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  than  to  the  deci- 
sion of  any  single  individual  ?  On  that  ground, 
and  on  that  alone,  he  said  he  was  clearly  in  favor 
of  repealing  the  9th  section  of  the  bill.  He  would 
not  advert,  at  this  moment,  to  several  cases  to 


•  As  this  section  is  the  principal  bone  of  contention, 
it  is  thought  proper  to  bring  iu  terms  partially  to  the 
reader's  recollection,  as  follows  : 

«'Skc.9.  And  be  it  furiker  enacted,  That  any  person 
who,  in  the  time  aforesaid,  has  sustained  damage  by 
the  destruction  of  his  or  her  house  or  building  by  the 
enemy,  while  the  same  was  occupied  as  a  miliUry  de- 
posite,  under  the  authority  of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  amount 
of  such  damage  :  Provided,  It  shall  appear  that  such 
occupation  was  the  cause  of  it^  destruction." 
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how  with  what  facility  testimony  can  |be   pro- 

turtd.  wlj^n  it  wa<  known  what  sort  oi"  testimony 

ivould  an.-<wfr  the  purposes  of  the  claimants.     A 

;omnii<si<^)er,  he    said,  might    not    feel  himself 

uihonzeifto  inquire  into  the  credibility  of  tesii- 

nony  in  ijie  same  manner  as  Congress  would. 

^s  to  the  jllegalion  made  of  the  indisposition  of 

Congress  (,o  examine  and  pas?  claims.  Mr.  Y.  said, 

e   would^not  entertain    the  idea   that  Congress 

oi'ld  notiuthorize  the  payment  of  proper  claims. 

;i  would  b'  safer,  he  concluded  by  saying,  to  vest 

|5»e  managjement  of  this  business  in  the  hands  of 

ongrtss,  jihan    in   those  of  any  set  of  officers 

haTtver.  * 

Mr.  JoH,s30N,  cf  Kentucky,  said,  that  without 
tiributint*  to  this  House  any  derelicti(fh  of  duty, 
e  must  f*r«ist  in  his  opinion,  that  any  class  of 
laims  mi^ht  be  more  properly  con6ded  to  a  judi- 
lal  tribuiml  than  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
'itates.  Ir  the  House  was,  from  its  constitution, 
knable,  prqperly,  tosift  one  claim,  how  could  they 
properly  i-inmme  and  decide  on  many  ?  Con- 
^.ress  newf  act  (except  in  cases  of  exception)  in 
»  I  judicial  liharacter.  Wliat,  said  he,  one  hundred 
*■  i(id  eight)' individuals  act  as  a  judicial  body,  to 
(ctermiiieihe  force,  and  validity  of  testimony  in 
*i  numerous  fases!  The  thing  was  impracticable. 
f  tt  relatiuti  to  the  impression  which  had  gone 
J  broad  in  .egard  to  claims  under  the  act  of  last 

fssion,  orije  would  ^uppose,  Mr.  J.  said,  that  the 
reasury  ^as  to  be  exhausted  by  them;  that  the 
ealili  ul  the  Indies  would  nut  satisfy  the  de- 
Mjandson  tlieTreasury.  What  was  the  amount  of 
Maims  likdy  to  he  paid,  which  had  created  this 
^ariu  ?  lie  would  venture  to  say  that  the  aggre- 
^le  amoujit  that  would  be  paiu,  would  not  ex- 
'^ed  a  miUiun  of  dollars.  Was  it  to  have  been 
pected.  h^  askeJ.  that  we  should  pass  ihrougli  a 
ar  of  iwjo  years  and  eight  months,  in  which 
very  descjipiion  of  force  was  employed  against 
powerfulteoemy,  with  a  less  cost  than  that  for 
,st  claims  ol  this  description  ?  Under  the  most 
•)eral  coni^lruction  of  the  act,  embracing  the  cases 
I  losses  vn  the  Niagara  frontier,  on  the  bosom 
if  the  Ch|*i>apeake,  at  New  Orleans,  the  whole 
liuount  Would  not  be  a  million  and  a  half  of  dol- 
mrs.  Congress  had  solemnly  declared,  by  their 
j^jt,  that  cf/iain  cases  of  losses  should  bepaid  for; 
-^nd  what  vf  as  it  now  proposed  to  do  ?     To  repeal 

Jie  act— it^  violate  the  promise.  His  friend  from 
laryland  ^Vas  mistaken,  Mr.  J.  said,  in  supposing 
lat  the  hoirse  cases  had  been  all  passed  ;  and  he 

MS  equalljr  so  in  supposing  that  he  (Mr,  J.)  or 
x  ny  of  hi>|  colleagues,  if  those  claims  had   been 

itisfied.  wiould  deprive  that  gentleman's  consii- 
«  jenls  of  ji^st  indeinuity  for  their  losses.  He  fell 
i  i)  alarm,  l^e  said,  at  the  prospect  of  payment  of 
s  I  such  claims  as  were  properly  supported.  He 
V  as  willing-  that  the  present  Commissioner  should 
If  I  under  lAe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  the 
fte>ent  Secretary  was  the  same  person  who,  to 
«f  Departijient  of  War,  had  limited  the  construc- 
(#'n  of  the  |tth  section  of  the  act  ;  so  that  he  pre- 
^lued  gentlemen  who  favored  a  rigid  construc- 
tioo  ol   thelhw,  could  not  object   to  his  agency 


jiroa  01   inejiaw,  could  not  object   to  his  agency     the  House  such  cases,  proper  to  be  paid,  as  in  his 
U-ing  empl^iyed.     As  to   referring   claimants  to  I  opinion  did  not  fall  withio  the  law.     There  were 


this  House,  Mr.  J.  said,  we  know,  when  a  case  of 
the  least  importance  is  before  us,  how  difficult  it 
is  to  obtain  a  hearing  in  this  House.     Who  in- 
deed, examined  as  they  ought  the  claims  presented 
to  this  House  ?     Would  any  gentleman  consult 
his  conscience,  and  say,  that    amidst   the  other 
duties  of  his  station,  he  could   do  justice  to  the 
cases  presented  to  him?     If  there  was  one  who 
would  undertake  it,  Mr.  J.  said  he  should  be  glad 
to  see  that  mpmber.     And  what  were  the  class 
of  cases  which  were  to  be  placed  on  this  preca- 
rious fate,  because  they  ought  to  be  trusted  to  this 
House  only  ?     They  were  not  donations — the  al- 
lowance of  them  was  no  act  of  charity,  scarcely 
of  liberality.     They  rested  on   the  principle  that 
the  property  destroyed  was  in  the  military  service 
or  occupation  of  the  United  States,  without  any 
participation  of  the  owner  in  its  loss  or  destruc- 
tion, and  without  any  act  of  omission  or  commis- 
sion on  his   part  giving  rise  to  it.     The  claims 
rested  on  the  eternal  principles  of  justice— one  of 
which    was,  that   individual   property   destroyed, 
through  the  agency  ol  the  Government,  ought  to 
be  paid  for.     And  shall  we,  said  he,  because  there 
has   been   an  alarm   excited  about  two  or   three 
cases,  prostrate  that  principle,  the  recognition  of 
which  has   been   the  cause  of  so  much   credit  to 
the  present  Congress?     He   was  very  happy,  he 
said,  that  no  gentleman    had  contended  that  the 
cases  provided  for  in  the  act  of  last  session  ought 
not   to  be  paid.     As   to  the  horse  claims,  as  they 
were  called,  he  was  glad   also  that  their  justice 
was  not  questioned.     The  whole  amount  of  claims 
from    the  Western   country    under    that  act.   he 
said,   was  le»s  than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
and   who  would    begrudge   the  payment  of  that 
amount  to  those  who  hadlost  their  property,  under 
the  circumstances  of  no  fault  on  their  part,  iccl 
To  their  honor  among  generations  yet  unborn, 
Congress  had   agreed   to  reimburse   such  losses; 
he  hoped  they  would   not   refuse  to  extend   the 
same  principle  to  those  who  had  lost  their  houses, 
because  the  amount  of  such   claims  was  larger! 
The  amount,  he  said,  ought  not   to  prevent^ihe 
payment  of  them.     There  was  a  sufficient  addi- 
tional security  to  the  Treasury,  certainly,  when 
every  claim,  from  one  cent  to  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  was  to  pass  under  the  revision  of  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the   Treasury.     Were    the   gentlemen 
alraid  to  trust  the  President,  who  had  suspended 
the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner,  even  as  to  the 
peppercorn   cases,  as    the   gentleman    from    Vir- 
giniu  (.Mr.  Randolph)  called  the  horse  claims, 
in  consequence  of  the  clamor  against  the  decisions 
in  this  District?     Has  the  gentleman  contidence 
in  the  President,  said  Mr.  J.?    Sohavel.     Has  he 
confidence  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who, 
as  Secretary  of  War,  gave  the  very  restriction  to 
the  Commissioner  on  which    the  Committee  of 
Claims  bottomed  their  repealing  law?     So  have 
I.     There  was  another  reason   why,  Mr.  J.  said, 
he  was  attached  to  the  amendment  now  before 
the  House.     It  was  because  of  the  clause  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to 
the  House  such  cases,  proper  to  be  paid,  as  in  his 
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many  such  cases  which  ought  to  be  paid  ;  be  knew 
it,  for  be  bad  had  some  such  cases  confided  to 
his  care  ;  and  he  knew  that  they  would  be  reported 
to  the  House  under  such  a  provision,  because  a 
sense  of  justice  would  compel  the  Secretary  to 
report  them.  Mr.  J.  took  this  occasion  to  state, 
that  the  suspension  of  the  act  by  the  President 
bad  only  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  money 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  not  to  the  other  part  of 
the  Commissioner's  duties,  who  was  going  on 
with  his  decisions  as  if  the  law  had  not  been  sus- 
pended ;  and.  the  moment  this  bill  should  pass,  if 
amended  as  proposed.  Mr.  J.  said  a  number  of  his 
awards  would  be  ready  to  receive  the  revision  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  payment 
which  should  be  awarded.  His  object.  Mr.  J. 
said,  was  not  to  enlarge  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  last  session,  whatever  he  might  think  on  the 
subject;  but  he  wished  its  present  provisions  to 
be  carried  into  full  effect,  dtc. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  the  question 
was  not  now  as  to  the  principle  of  paying  for 
property  lost  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  but  as  to  the  mode  of  making  that  pay- 
ment. For  himself,  he  said,  he  was  averse  to 
judicial  conduct  on  the  part  of  this  House,  or  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress;  considering  them  to- 
tally incompetent  to  act  in  that  capacity.  In  the 
first  place,  many  of  the  Slates  were  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  questions  to  be  decided,  and  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  those  States  would  probably  not 
be  unbiassed  in  llieir  decisions;  anil  the  number 
of  the  body  was  such  as  to  prevent  a  minute  at- 
tention to  those  particularities  of  evidence  on 
which  the  merits  of  many  cases  must  rest.  No 
man,  Mr.  R.  said,  even  Aristides  himself,  how- 
ever just,  intelligent,  and  upright,  can  decide  cor- 
rectly judicial  matters,  who  receives  his  informa- 
tion ex  parte.  It  was  correct,  undoubtedly,  that 
he  who  had  his  house  occupied  as  a  military  de- 
posite.  and  destroyed,  should  be  paid  the  amount 
of  his  loss  ;  but  there  ought  to  be  evidence  on  both 
sides  examined;  there  ought  to  be  a  person  to 
produce  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  sift  that  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  claimant 
Mr.  R.  dwelt  on  this  idea,  and  illustrated  it  by  a 
reference  to  the  usual  practice  before  other  judi- 
cial tribunals.  As  to  the  amendment  before  the 
House,  of  what  avail,  he  asked,  would  be  any  pro- 
vision authorizing  a  revision  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury?  The  Commissioner  has  fixed  his 
course  of  proceedings;  is  there  any  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  cases  winch  he  has  heretofore  con- 
sidered wiiiun  the  limits  of  the  act,  will  hereafter 
be  considered  as  without  a  1  In  any  event,  how- 
ever, the  United  States  ought  to  have  an  agent 
representing  their  interests  before  the  C-  mmis- 
sioner — as  in  the  case  of  settlements  under  the 
sixth  article  of  the  British  treaty,  and  many  oiher 
similar  cases.  It  was  asking  too  much  of  the 
Commissioner  to  be  at  once  a  party  and  a  judge 
in  the  cases  before  him.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
proposed  amendment,  because  he  did  not  see  that 
it  would  produce  the  desired  effect;  though  he 
did  not  in  anywise  approve  the  bill  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 


Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  after  disclaim- 
ing any  view,  in  his  former  observations,  to  im- 
pute selfish  motives  to  the  people  of  the  West, 
said,  that  when  the  question  in  regard  to  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  last  session  was  first  agi- 
tated in  this  House,  the  only  objections  offered 
against  ii  were  to  the  conduct  of  the  officer  ap- 
pointed under  the  act.  What,  then,  had  been  his 
surprise,  when  a  bill  had  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  going  to  affect  the  most 
important  principle  in  the  law  itsell  ?  He  could 
not  see  the  connexion  between  the  bill  before  the 
House,  which  went  lo  act  upon  the  law,  and  the 
objections  to  the  person  acting  under  the  law.  If 
there  were  any  occasion  for  additional  guards  on 
the  execution  of  the  law,  the  amendatory  propo- 
sition ol  his  friend  from  Kentucky  would  answer 
every  purpose.  Mr.  R.  feared,  he  saiJ,  that  enough 
bad  already  been  said  to  prevent  decisions  under 
the  act,  in  consequence  of  a  kind  of  terror  which 
the  officer  w  uld  feel  of  encountering  thecensure 
of  this  House.  As  far,  .Mr.  R.  said,  as  he  could 
judge  of  the  conduct  of  that  officer — as  far  as  he 
could  trace  his  cour&e — he  had  >eeo  an  extreme 
solicitude  on  his  part  to  do  what  was  right,  in  his 
ap(»lyiiig  for  advice  to  the  departments,  and  some- 
times geiiing  it ;  in  his  applying  to  the  highest 
law  officer  ot  ilie  Government,  (ihe  Attorney  Gen- 
eral.) for  his  official  opinion  on  the  construction 
ol  the  law — Irom  wiiicli  opinion  he  had  been  pre- 
cluded, because  the  law  had  not  required  the  At- 
torney General  to  give  it.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was 
not  satisfied  that  the  Commissioner  had  not  given 
the  act  such  a  coustruciion  as  he  ought — for  it 
ought  to  be  construed  lib^^rally,  in  Ins  opinion — 
and  11  depended  on  the  differeul  views  of  gentle- 
men on  tbai  point,  whether  the  conduct  of  the 
Commissioner  should  be  censured  or  approved. 
Individual  cases  had  been  mentioned  as  incor- 
rectly decided.  Ttie  Commissioner  might  have 
acted  incautiously,  possibly  ;  but,  Mr.  R.  said,  for 
an  individual  to  lake  the  pains  that  be  did  to  ob- 
tain the  best  advice,  and  then  to  decide  incau- 
tiously, seemed  to  hira  extremely  improbable. 

For  his  part,  Mr.  R.  went  on  to  say,  he  was  of 
opinion  that,  as  the  war  was  a  common  affair,  so 
ought  the  loss  and  destruction  to  have  been  the 
coiumon  loss.  To  make  it  so,  would  have  this 
good  consequence — ihat  those  who  are  secure  in 
the  interior  would  cautiously  plunge  tne  naiioa 
into  war,  if  ihey  knew  that  itiey  were  equally  to 
bear  ihe  loss.  So  far  lro!U  making  individuals 
indifferent  about  the  protection  of  property,  be- 
cause It  was  to  be  paid  for  by  tlie  Government,  it 
would  operate  to  produce  a  general  defence  of  the 
property,  because  the  Community  would  be  inter- 
ested in  Its  preaervation.  If  it  was  made  the 
business  ol  the  nation  lo  protect  property,  or  pay 
for  its  destruction,  tlie  more  inducements  would 
there  be  to  make  ihe  defence  of  every  point  com- 
plete, and  the  more  correctly  would  the  Govern- 
ment act.  Tliere  were  cases  yet  orniited  to  be 
provided  for  wlucn  ought  to  be;  some  of  which 
Mr.  R.  referred  lo,  such  as  destruction  of  property 
by  ihe  authority  of  officers  of  the  United  States 
in  the  course  of  the  military  operations,  dec.    The 
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f^w  of  las<  session,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  too  narrow, 
*  aslead  of  .b^ing  too  wide  ia  its  principles.  He 
i  fvoald  hav^d  srone  further;  he  would  have  appro- 
Viriaied  a  jrertaiD  sum  of  money,  which  should 
^  jave  been  spporlioned  and  distributed  for  losses 
-^Uiitained.  On  what  principle,  he  asked,  was  the 
fcation  called  on  to  give  some  indemnification  to 
jjhose  wholhad  suffered?  On  the  principle  that 
"be  destruMion  broujjh:  on  ihem  was  a  de>truc- 
on  whicb,  according  to  the  laws  of  war,  the 
uemy  haU=  a  right  to  produce.  Suppose  the  ruin 
( individuals  had  been  consequent  on  conduct  of 
ie  enemy  not  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  war.  and 
at  peac«  had  been  made  without  providing  for 

ihat  indemnity  which  the  enemy  ought  to  have 
aid.  did  uot  the  nation  stand  then  in  the  place  of 
hie  enemy,  as  to  its  obligation  to  indemnify  its 
^ilizens  fof  losses?  Mr.  R.  thought  it  did.  Other 
{lotions,  h^ii  said,  had  thought  it  was  their  duty  to 
^t  on  thnt  principle.  With  regard  to  the  de- 
riruction  uf  Moscow,  that  course  had  been  pur- 
ued,  and  pore  near  and  more  recently  in  Canada, 
iuch  a  cojirse  >jas  calculated  to  secure  the  affec- 
ions  of  thfe  people  in  those  countries.  And  was 
here,  he  pked,  a  Government  on  earth  which 
lUst  moTo  rely  on  the  attachment  of  its  citizens, 
r  which  ^as  more  dependent  on  their  good  will, 
lan  ours^' 
Mr.  R.  rtepeated  his  opinion,  that  as  far  as  the 
ommissioner  had  acted  liberally,  he  had  acted 
■^orrectly.  '  He  did  not  know  that  he  had  in  any 
*ase  acted  improperly ;  according  to  the  view 
t»rhich  MriR.  had  taken  of  the  documents,  the 
•yommissifiner  had  shown  every  disposition  to 
Jet  rightly'..  Suppose,  however,  all  to  be  true  that 
^ad  been  .-raid;  that  the  Commissioner  had  acted 
I  ver  so  in(jorrecily  ;  in  that  view,  the  amendment 
tnoved  byihe  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would 
Jover  the  i:ase ;  which  amendment  he  also  ap- 
foved  for-another  reason,  that  it  directed  a  re- 
ort  to  thfc  House  of  all  just  claims  presented 
hich  did|not  come  under  the  present  act. 
I  Mr.  TciJker,  of  Virginia,  said  he  should  vote 
gainst  tl^  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
'entuckyjand  in  favor  of  the  bill  reported  by  the 
'oraraitte^  of  Claims.  It  was  not  impossible, 
owever,  lie  might  be  willing  to  go  as  far  as  the 
entleraan-  just  sat  down  in  compensating  indi- 
iduals  fo.-  property  actually  destroyed  or  injured 
the  pijblic  service.  Of  this  description  of 
laims  there  were,  he  said,  two  great  classes.  In 
espect  to^  the  great  and  important  claims  for 
lOuses  dei^troyed  during  the  late  war,  it  appeared 
{^0  hiin  It  was  necessary  that  Congress  should  re- 
flain  the  p^wer  in  their  own  hands.  It  had  been 
4^  ruling  principle  with  hira.  that  Congress  ought 
perfornr^atl  the  duties  imposed  on  them,  with- 
ut  sbifiiDg  the  responsibility  to  others.  If  any 
ourse  of  j:onduct  would  have  a  tendency  to  les- 
n  the  cbpracter  of  this  branch  of  the  Govern- 
uent.  and;augment  the  power  of  the  other  branch, 
was  the -practice  of  putting  responsibility  from 
:)emselve4  on  others.  The  effect  of  such  a  course 
as.  he  saiid,  to  make  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
iovernraeiat  all  in  all ;  to  take  from  this  body  all 
hai  make»  them  estimable  or  venerable  in  the 


eyes  of  the  people.  It  was  yery  true,  that  Con- 
gress was  compelled  to  delegate  a  part  of  its 
power  in  regard  to  the  numerous  class  of  cases  of 
horses  lost,  because  they  were  of  so  little  import- 
ance, that  while  the  clerk  was  employed  in  read- 
ing the  report  on  each  case,  would  be  more 
expense  of  time  and  money  to  the  country  than 
the  whole  claim  was  worth.  They  formed  a  just 
exception  to  the  general  rule  he  had  laid  down. 
But  was  it  so  with  the  other  claims  under  the  act 
of  last  session?  The  claim  of  seven  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  this  city,  he  instanced,  and 
others  of  that  defcriplion.  ought  to  be  specially 
passed  upon  by  Congress.  Gentlemen  seemed  to 
object  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  Mr.  T.  thought 
unjustly.  Judging  from  things  he  had  seen  on 
this  door,  he  felt  full  confidence  in  them.  Were 
they  so  hard-hearted  as  had  been  intimated?  The 
gentleman  before  him  (.Mr.  Smith)  would  wit- 
ness that  they  had  awarded  to  claimants  at  Balti- 
more  the  value  of  their  properly  destroyed  by 
order  of  our  officers,  to  no  small  amount.  Mr.  T. 
urged  various  reasons  why  a  committee  of  this 
House  would  be  a  proper  tribunal  to  report  on 
such  cases.  If  the  case  of  O'Neale,  for  instance, 
bad  presented  itself  to  this  House  in  the  same 
shape  in  which  it  had  done  to  the  Commissioner, 
was  It  not  probable,  he  asked,  that  it  might  have 
been  granted  ?  But  it  came  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  at  their  last  session  ;  the  testimony 
being  ex  parte,  they  sought  for  other  testimony, 
and  obtained  it,  which  induced  them  to  reject 
the  claim.  There  was  no  probability  that  the 
House  would  be  loo  rigorous.  For  his  part,  Mr. 
T.  said,  though  he  was  not  disposed  to  go  the 
length  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  he 
should  not  be  wanting  in  a  proper  liberality  to 
the  claimants. 

The  proposition  of  .Mr.  Johnson.  Mr.  T.  con- 
sidered as  calculated  to  do  no  manner  of  good. 
If  the  claims  were  to  be  revised  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  why  not  at  once  refer  them  to 
some  Department  ot  the  Government  ?  It  had 
been  asked  whether  the  President  was  not  enti- 
tled to  the  confidence  of  the  House?  Mr.  T. 
said  he  had  as  much  confidence  in  him  as  most 
gentlemen,  but  he  did  not  like  that  sort  of  argu- 
ment pressed  on  the  House,  being  a  question  too 
much  ad  hominem,  when  the  real  question  was, 
whether  they  ought  to  shift  the  responsibility 
from  their  own  shoulders. 

Mr.  T.  did  not  wish  to  see  the  deci>ion  of  these 
claims  left  to  an  individual  to  say  how  far  the  na- 
tion should  be  liberal.  So  far  from  giving  a  lib- 
eral construction  to  the  law,  Mr.  T.  thought  he 
ought  to  have  done  directly  the  reverse  ofwhat 
he  did — not  that  he  did  it  corruptly,  because  he 
believed  his  character  stood  far  above  that  impu- 
tation. The  law  ought  to  have  been  rigidly  con- 
strued, because,  if  he  decided  for  an  individual, 
the  money  of  the  public  was  gone  past  recovery  ; 
if  against  him.  the  doors  of  this  body  were  always 
open  to  hira. 

It  had  been  said  that  this  Government  was 
pledged  to  grant  the  claims  embraced  in  the  9th 
section  of  the  act.     Mr.  T.  said  he  would  not  ad- 
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mit  it  to  be  true  that  this  House  could  not  as  a 
body  be  trusted  with  the  redemption  of  its  own 
faith,  or  with  deciding  on  claims  of  any  descrip- 
tion, particularly  on  those  represented  as  so  just 
claims.  As  to  the  expense  to  which  the  claimants 
had  gone  in  taking  evidence,  that  would  not  be 
lost  ;  for.  if  justified  in  coming  before  this  House, 
their  evidence  would  here  sustain  their  claims. 

Gentlemen,  he  said,  ought  not  to  put  this  ques- 
tion on  the  merits  of  iliose  who  fought  in  the 
late  war.  We  all  feel  them,  said  Mr.  T.,  but  they 
do  not  enter  at  all  into  thequestion  of  conferring 
power  on  others,  or  retaining  it  in  our  hands, 
which  is  the  real  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Sheffey.  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor. 
What  improper  provision,  he  asked,  did  gentle- 
men contend  to  be  contained  in  the  act  of  last 
session  ?  To  which  they  would  answer,  as  they 
had  done,  that  there  was  nothing  improper  in  the 
law.  but  there  was  something  improper  in  the 
administration  of  the  law.  The  remedy  then, 
was,  not  to  repeal  the  law,  but  to  modify  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law.  Such  was  the  remedy 
proposed  by  the  amendment  now  under  consider- 
ation. Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  examine  the 
question  how  far  the  Commissioner  had  corres- 
ponded his  decisions  to  the  act  of  the  last  session  ; 
he  would  only  say.  if  he  had  erred  in  his  con- 
struction of  the  law.  the  remedy  in  the  bill  was 
not  an  appropriate  one.  It  would  be  much  bet- 
ter, he  said,  that  the  principle  he  had  acted  on 
should  be  carried  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
claims  coming  under  it,  than  to  establish  an  odi- 
ous distinction  between  the  people  of  one  part  of 
the  country  and  of  another  part.  There  were  a 
number  of  persons  here.  who.  from  the  conve- 
nience of  their  situation,  had  come  forward,  and, 
having  their  claims  allowed,  had  received  money 
therefor.  What  sort  of  justice  would  it  be,  he 
asked,  that  the  people  on  the  Niagara  frontier 
should  not  also  get  it  ?  It  was  more  important 
that  the  principle  of  justice,  of  liberality  if  you 
please,  should  be  extended  to  all,  than  that  a  dif- 
ferent rule  should  be  observed  as  to  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  He  would  rather  .sacrifice 
a  million  than  establish  the  principle  that  one 
part  of  ihe  people  should  be  treated  in  one  way 
and  one  in  another.  If  gentlemen  objected  to  the 
competency  of  the  officer,  the  check  or  control 
propo.sed  in  the  amendment  would  remove  the 
objection,  by  placing  these  claims  in  the  same 
situation  as  all  other  demands  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  first  pass  under  the  scrutiny  of 
the  accounting  officers,  and  then  undergo  revi- 
sion by  the  head  of  a  department.  Such  a  con- 
trol over  the  Commissioner  would  have,  beside, 
the  salutary  effect  of  conforming  his  decisions  to 
the  practice  already  established  m  the  depart- 
ment. 

A  gentleman  had  said  that  it  would  he  pros- 
trating the  dignity  of  the  House  to  divest  them- 
selves of  the  responsibility  of  deciding  specially 
on  claims  coming  under  the  next  section  of  the 
act.  Mr.  S.  denied  it.  That  was  not  a  prostra- 
tion of  the  dignity  of  the  House,  but  he  would 
tell  the  gentleman  what  it  was.    It  is  prostrating 


the  dignity  of  Congress,  said  be.  to  confide  the 
general  affairs  of  the  Government  entirely  to  the 
heads  of  department,  to  have  to  consult  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  whenever  we  want  to  know  any- 
thing of  our  foreign  relations,  and  echo  his  lan- 
guage; to  run  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
whenever  you  wish  to  know  anything  of  the 
finances.  But  it  was  no  disrespect  to  themselves 
to  refer  to  a  Commissioner  the  examination  of 
small  cases  of  sufferers  in  the  war.  There  were 
cases,  it  was  true,  which  could  not  be  brought 
within  general  rules,  which  should  be  specially 
examined  ;  but  all  cases  coming  within  general 
rules  ought  to  be  confided  to  a  subordinate  au- 
thority. To  show  the  unfitness  of  this  House  for 
the  decision  of  numerous  claims,  Mr.  S.  in- 
stanced the  proceedings  of  the  House  in  the  case 
of  any  private  claim.  Would  the  gentleman  tell 
him  that  there  was  deliberation,  that  there  was 
judgment  exercised  in  such  cases?  How  many 
in  this  House  knew  anything  of  the  facts  in  de- 
ciding on  a  private  claim?  who  put  themselves 
to  the  trouble  to  think  about  it?  This  observa- 
tion was  not  personal  to  the  members  of  the 
House,  but  it  arose  from  the  nature  of  things. 
Such  bodies  were  wholly  incompetent  to  the  ad- 
judication of  claims.  Mr.  S.  conceived  the  prin- 
ciple adopted  by  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  last 
session  to  be  a  proper  one.  such  as  all  just  Gov- 
ernments would  adopt;  because,  according  to  the 
laws  of  war.  an  enemy  has  a  right  to  destroy 
property  employed  for  military  purposes.  It  is 
in  fact,  said  he,  your  act — Government  being 
bound  to  protect  its  citizens  from  the  rightful  acts 
of  the  enemy.  So  far  did  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion go,  and  no  farther.  He  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  repealing  any  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said  it  was  with  great  re- 
luctance he  rose  to  address  the  Committee,  as  well 
on  general  grounds  of  objection  to  occupying  the 
time  of  the  House,  as  because  he  rose  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  report  of  a  committee  which  deserved 
great  credit  for  its  general  conduct,  and  for  the 
uniform  correctness  of  its  decisions.  The  House 
were  called  upon  by  the  bill  reported  by  that 
committee  to  repeal  the  9th  section  of  the  act 
now  in  question  ;  to  which  his  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky had  proposed  an  amendment  which  had 
for  its  object  a  modification  of  the  administration 
of  the  law.  Before  the  House  determined  to  re- 
peal that  section  of  the  law,  they  ought  to  exam- 
ine and  see  whether  in  fact  there  was  anything 
to  be  reprobated  in  the  principle  of  it.  What 
was  thai  principle  ?  It  was  this:  that,  when  the 
Government  seizes  the  property  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual, and  converts  it  to  the  uses  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  the  property  is  in  consequence  thereof 
destroyed,  there  exists  an  obligation  on  the  com- 
munity to  indemnify  the  particular  individual 
who  has  suffered.  That  being  the  principle, 
could  there  be  any  member  of  the  House  who 
would  say  it  was  wrong  ?  The  public,  said  he, 
seizes  ray  house,  converts  it  into  a  gar-ison.  and 
the  enemy  destroys  it :  is  not  the  public,  on  every 
principle  of  justice,  bound  to  indemnify  me  for 
the  loss?     Unquestionably;   and  such    was  the 
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[ociple  of" the  9ih  section  of  the  law.     What 

^re  ihe  sevurities  which  the  seclion   contained 
u^iinst  abuNes  which  might  arise  under  it  ?     Id 
ij-  first   phv-e,  occupation  as  a  military  deposite 
Xs  require;!  ;  in  the  second  place,  the  occupation 
^«t  have  been  authorized  by  an  officer  or  agent 
^•|lhe  Genrral  Government  acting  under  it,  and 
desiruciion  must  be  traced  to  that  cause  he- 
re the  sutft-rers  can  be  entitled  to  compensation, 
bifre  was.  then,  in  bis  conception,  Mr.  C.  said, 
Iihing  in  i^e  principle,  nothing  in  the  details  of 
[e  9ih  seciHon,  which  called  for  the  animadver- 
n  of  thisiHouse.     It  ought  to  be  retained,  be- 
JJu.'^e  it  waji  founded  in  justice  and  policy  ;  whilst 
le  report  i<f  the  Committee  of  Claims  went  to 
•  t   everytfiing   afloat,   and   turn  the  claimants 
*er  to  ihif  House  for  redress. 
But   a  wbrthy   gentleman   from    Virginia,    to 
horn  he  aiwayb  listened  with  great  respect,  had 
id  that  il;i.> section  ought  to  be  repealed, because 
devolveij  duties  and  responsibility  from  this 
ou^e  on   ethers.     What,  Mr.  C.  asked,  was  the 
sioessof  legislation  ?    The  prescription  of  rules, 
resulted;  Irom   the  nature  of  all  Legislatures 
at  a  Legiilature  cannot  apply  the  rules  it  is  its 
^iiy  to  prticribe.     Did  Congress,  in  enacting  the 
.^fw  of  last;session.  cast  from  their  shoulders  the 
V^sponsibiliiy  of  prescribing  the  rules  which  were 
guide  ih^  decisions  of  these  claims  ?     No,  cer- 
nly.     If  ihey  had.  then  might  they  with  some 
Slice  have  been  charged  with  shrinking  tVom 
eir  duty,  jind   surrounding  the  Executive  with 
W)  importance  which  would  prostrate  the  dignity 
Hiliis  bodjj.     Congress  prescribed  the  rules,  and 
greeted  ih.^  appointment  of  a  subordinate  officer 
'it  apply  ih'im. 

■  ;•  But,  although  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  9ih  sec- 
4in  were  uidisputably  correct,  being  founded  on 
""ptice,  It  \«as  contended  that  there  had  been  such 
use  undv|  it,  that  the  House  ought  to  guard  the 
reasury  a-j;ainsi  further  decisions  under  it.  With 
gard  to  ii|e  conduct  of  the  Commissioner,  whose 
xisions  l.^ad  been  called  into  question,  Mr.  C. 
id  he  reajly  did  not  think  that  officer   had  had 
ir  play  04  this  tloor,  the  House  having  appeared 
ji  a  sort  0^  trepidation  whenever  the  subject  was 
-jitaied,  ^viiihout  having  regard  to  the  principles 
which  »he  Commis.<iiuner  had  decided,  and  the 
cts  on  wjiich  his  decisions  were  founded.     Mr. 
expressed   his  regret  ihat  the  committee  ap 
;oinled  to  inquire  inio  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
fiissioner  (iad  not  reported,  as  it  was  due  to  the 
ouse,  du^  to  themselves,  and   to  the  Commis- 
uner.  tlia^  they  should  have  done.     In  a  mass  of 
^cisions  (ly    that  Commissioner,  amounting  to 
;icven  hun'^red  in  number,  two  or  three  only  had 
>een    pickj'd    out  as  incorrectly   decided.     If  in 
feven  hun^lred  ca^es  he  had  decided  six  hundred 
,Qd  ninety-seven  correctly,  and  only  three  incor- 
rectly, Mri  C.  demanded   whether,  when  we  con- 
,  'ider  the  fiillible  nature  of  all  human  transactions, 
he  conduct  of  the  Commissioner  ought  to  have 
(' jfen  subjected  to  the  severe  remarks  which  haJ 
f  '»een  made-  on  this  floor.     The  decisions  of  ihe 
].  oodero  Atistides.  the  virtuous  Chancellor  Wythe, 

li  )o\  exceeifed  m  high  character  by  the  great  Gre- 
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ciao  himself,  had  not  excited  less  scrutiny.     Mr. 
C.  said  he  had  happened  to  turn  his  attention  to 
the  decisions  of  the  Chancellor,and  he  found  that 
out  of  about  two  hundred  decisions,  in  a  particu- 
lar period,  twenty  or  thirty  had  been  takt-u  up  to 
the  Ai^peal  Court,  and  out  of  that   number  ten 
had    been  reversed.     Suppose  the  conduct  of  an 
officer  like  him  had  been  brought  before  a  legis- 
lature, and  those  ten  cases  only  had  been  brought 
into  view,  how  unjustly  would  his  conduct  hare 
been  viewed  !     Upon  the  three  cases  which  had 
been  particularly  objected  to,  he  had   no  hesita- 
tion  m  saying,  on  the  statement  of  gentlemen 
themselves,  that  they  had  been  made  incorrectly  ; 
that  Carroll's  and  Ilinggold's  houses  did  not  ap- 
pear to   have   been  destroyed    in  consequence  of 
their   mili'ary   occupation.     But   be  would  say, 
that   the    House  ought   to  have  a  report  on  the 
whole  of  the  cases,  and  not  to  |)ronounce,  on  the 
representation  before  them  of  two  or  three  cases, 
that  the  Commissioner  had  acted  so  incorrectly  as 
to  make  it  necessary   to  repeal  a  material  part  of 
the   law,  and   leave  the  parlies  to  seek  relief  by 
petition,  session  after  session,  to  this  House. 

With  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  cases  them- 
selves, embraced  within    that  section,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  House  to  decide.     But,  said  Mr. 
C,  let  us  select  a  class  of  cases ;  let  us  recur,  lor 
instance,  to  the  class  described   in  the  memorial 
from  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara  frontier.     What 
was  the  case  ?     By  a  sort  of  tacit  consent,  the  war 
there  raged  with  peculiar  force.     It  had  been  the 
policy  of  the  Government  (and  in  his  judgment 
properly)  to  carry  the  war  into  Canada,  to  draw 
it  off  rather  from   the  maritime  frontier  to  the 
provinces  of   the    enemy.     What   had    been  the 
consequences?     Peculiarly  unfortunate  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Niagara   frontier;  every  house 
became  a  garrison,  every  man  a  soldier.    Scarcely 
a  man   had   escaped  without  the  loss  of  life  or 
property.     If,  in  the  case  of  a  war  of  this  kind, 
individuals  suffer  losses,  ought  they  not  to  be  in- 
demnified as  far  as  is  consistent  wiih  the  ability 
of  the  county  ?    Mr.  C.  assumed   the    position, 
and   he  said  he   feared  not  iiow  some   geutlemen 
might   be  startled  at   it,  that   whenever  nations 
were  at  war,  it  was  their  duty  to  indemnify  their 
citizens  for  all  losses  sustained  on  the  land  ;  and 
that,  if  they  fail  to  do  it,  it  must  be  because,  from 
thenatureandextentof  ihosedemands,  it  was  mor- 
ally impossible   the  nation   should  satisfy  them. 
So  It  was  in  the  case  of  our  Revolutionary  war ; 
the  resources  of  the  nation  were  then  wholly  in- 
adequate locompensate  individuals  for  their  losses. 
This  was  a  principle,  he  said,  which  we  find  acted 
on  by  all  Governments.     Where   they  can  com- 
pletely execute  It  they  do :  where  they  cannot  go 
to  the  full  extent,  ihey  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
the  people  as  much  as  possible.     Mr.  C.  here  re- 
ferred   to  the   recent  conduct  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  in  this  respect.     We  liave  all  seen,  he  said, 
a  notification  of  his  visiting  the  various  provinces 
of  his  Empire  devastated  by  war,  to  repair,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  losses  of  the  people,  and  alleviate 
their  sufferings.     Was  there  any  a>pect  in  which 
a  sovereign  could  present  himself,  more  calculated 
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to  endear  him  to  the  people,  to  rally  them  about 
him,  than  to  see  him  examining  their  houses  and 
mitigating  their  pains  ?  But  if  the  general  prin- 
ciple were  correct,  as  he  had  laid  it  down,  was 
not  its  force  increased  in  the  case  of  a  war  of  vol- 
untary declaration  on  the  part  of  the  nation, 
whose  citizens  apply  for  remuneration  of  their 
losses?  And  did  it  not  advance  in  strength  as 
we  proceed  to  the  case  of  the  Niagara  frontier, 
which  suffere  ',  not  a  partial  loss  of  the  goods  of 
the  whole,  but  whose  whole  properly  fell  a  s.ic- 
rifice  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  which  a 
principleof  policy  carried  to  theirshores  ?  Look, 
he  said,  at  what  other  Governments  have  done 
in  this  respect.  The  British  Givernment  had 
determined  to  repair  to  their  Canadian  subjects 
the  injuries  which  they  had  suffered.  Nay.  what 
had  one  of  our  States  done,  invited  by  the  amount 
of  suffering  on  her  borders?  The  Legislature 
of  New  York  had  voted  $30,000,  for  the  partial 
relief  of  the  sufferers  on  her  frontiers.  When, 
then,  .said  Mr.  C,  we  are  provoked  by  the  exam- 
ples of  Governments  across  the  water,  amongst 
them  that  of  our  late  enemy,  healing  the  injuries 
of  their  people  inflicted  by  the  ravajes  of  war ; 
when  we  come  home,  and  see  one  of  the  States 
of  this  sovereignty,  feeling  for  the  losses  of  its 
citizens,  voting  money  for  their  relief — and  when 
we  reflect  that  the  late  war  was  one  m  which,  as 
the  one  or  other  army  prevailed,  deatii  and  de- 
struction followed  in  its  train — when  so  stimula- 
ted, let  me  ask,  if  we  had  failed  to  make  proper 
provisions  in  this  respect,  if  we  should  not  have 
indeed  deserved  that  hardened  character,  which. 
I  regret  to  see,  in  a  neighboring  Legislature,  has 
been  assigned  to  us  ? 

If  the  principle  of  the  act  of  last  session  was 
just,  and  the  administration  only  of  it  not  just, 
Mr.  C.  prayed  of  gentlemen  not  to  carry  their 
efforts  beyond  the  emergency  of  the  caae,  but 
leave  individuals  to  obtain  that  redress  which 
was  promised  to  them  by  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  of  the  last  session.  Was  there  a  gentleman 
here  who  could  be  insensible  to  the  importance  of 
that  promise?  Would  they  make  distance  from 
the  Seat  of  Government  a  reason  for  refusing  re- 
dress? Beware,  said  he,  how  you  increase  the 
difficulties  experienced  from  the  present  expan- 
sion of  our  territory  I  Will  you  say.  that  to  the 
man  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  you  will  cive 
a  treatment  different  from  that  which  you  afford 
him  who  is  at  a  disunce?  Those  people  had 
collected  the  evidence  of  their  claims  at  great  ex- 
pense and  trouble  ;  and  at  the  moment  when  they 
presented  their  cases,  ttie  House  were  called  on 
in  a  panic  to  repeal  the  law.  without  making  any 
otherprovision.  or  leaving  them  any  other  remedy 
than  what  Mr.  C,  considered  a  refusal  of  their 
claims.  They  were  to  be  told,  indeed,  that  they 
might  petition  Congress.  A  [)oor  remuneration  I 
His  word  for  it,  the  parties  would  go  unremune- 
rated,  and  without  redress.  Tue  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Sheffey)  had  |)roperly  stated  the 
case  of  private  claims  before  the  House.  How 
often,  Mr.  C.  said,  when  he  had  in  his  official 
character  called  on  the  members  for  their  re- 
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sponses  on  a  question  of  agreeing  to  a  report  of  a 
committee  on  a  private  claim,  he  had  received 
not  a  solitary  aye  or  no  on  the  question  !  Case 
after  case,  he  said,  was  decided  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  without  a  single  indi- 
vidual, except  the  members  of  the  committee  and 
the  member  who  presented  the  petition,  knowing 
anything  about  it.  We  want  competency,  said 
he,  not  mental  but  physical,  to  decide  correctly 
on  such  questions.  The  right  to  be  heard  by 
petition  in  this  House  is  in  fact  little  more  than 
the  right  to  have  your  petition  rejected.  Last 
session,  when  the  sufferers  individually  applied  to 
us,  the  answer  given  was,  that  there  should  be  a 
general  principle  established,  and  a  special  tribu- 
nal for  the  decision  of  their  claims.  That  was 
accordingly  done  ;  and  the  Government  was  now 
pledged,  Mr.  C.  said,  to  the  performance  of  that 
principle  by  all  the  sacred  obligations  of  honor, 
justice,  and  duty. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  saying,  that  if  no  better 
amendment  should  be  devised  than  that  proposed 
by  his  worthy  friend,  he  sijould  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  op- 
posed to  this  amendment,  but  should  not    have 
troubled    the  Committee  with  any  remarks,  but 
for  some  observations  from  his  worthy  colleague 
(Mr.  Sheffev)  in  relation  to  the  competency  of 
this  body  to  decide  on   private  claims,  at  which 
he  expressed  his  surprise.     Mr.  R.  asked  whether 
there  was   not    more   self-possession,    more   free 
agency  in  deputing  a  number  of  this  body  to  ex- 
amine and  report  the  facts  in  regard  to  a  claim, 
and   thereupon  legislating,  than   in   transferring 
the  power  and  discretion  to  other  hands  ?  If  there 
was  objection    to  the  Committee  of  Claims  be- 
cause of  its  limited  numtter,  a  fortiori  there  must 
be  greater  to  this  miserable  Commissioner — mis- 
erable, he  said,  for  he  would  call  any  man  miser- 
able who  stood  before  this  House  and  this  nation 
in  the  relation  in  which  he  was  placed.     It  might 
as  well  be  made  a  reproach  to  the  modern  Aris- 
tides  that  he  sent  down  to  a  jury  of  twelve  men 
for  certain  facts  on  which  a  cause  depended,  as 
to  this  House,  that  it  dejwnded  on  the  report  of 
its  committees  on  cases  of  private  claims.     The 
case,  he  said,  was  plain.     He  was  content  to  trust 
the  Committee  of^  Claims — as  content  to  trust 
any  committee  of  this  House  as  any  department 
of  this  Government,     The  committee  was  trust- 
worthy ;  as  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with  them 
they  deserved  the  confidence  of  the  House.     But 
an  honorable   member  whose  exhortations,  said 
Mr.  R..  it  becomes  us  all   to  listen  to  with  pro- 
found respect,  (the  Speaker.)  has  referred  to  the 
great  apathy  prevailing  on  private  claims,  so  that 
he   was  fretjuently  obliged   to  decide  without  an 
aye  or  no.    Mr.  R.  said  he  was  afraid — not  vouch- 
ing for  the  fact,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  but 
bound  to  take  ii  for  the  fact,  the  gentleman  hav- 
ing said  It — if  the  House  was  to  give  up  its  power 
in  the  case  of  private  claims  because  no  man  re- 
sponded aye  or  no  to  the  Chair,  that  it  might  be 
given  up  in  almost  every  case,  since   bills  fre- 
quently passed   before  the   House  with  as  little 
attention,  exciting  as  little  interest  in  this  body 
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ports  froni  ihe  Committee  on  Claims.    From  jdalouslyr  plundered,  under  pretence  of  equitable 
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itJy  <^ame  autPiority  the  House  had  been  told  (hat 
jtbjiirighf  of  petitioning  this  House  was  tl)e  right 
lof^aving  petitions  rejected.  For  the  honor — 
?yJS  for  the  honor  of  this  Hou<.e,  as  well  as  for 
{.tlwjinterest  (ff  this  nation,  Mr.  R.  said  he  wished 
A\j^  in  some  cases  coming  within  his  observatioti 
:ai><^e  be  had  had  a  seat  on  this  tloor,  this  obser- 
;T».fcon  were  oorrect.  So  far  from  consider mg 
;th3right  of  j)eiition  the  right  of  rejection,  if  it 
ig«X  any  obj^ctiunahle  right,  it  wa-^  that  staled 
(byStie  honorable  member  from  Virginia  who  first 
jst^e;  that  khe  petitioner  has  an  opportunity  of 
'iiiZusing  on  the  watchfulness  of  the  committees  ; 
lol^realing  afeeling — a  feeling  out  of  the  House, 

•  lo^Jperate  iji  decisions  here.  Mr.  R.  said  he 
(ct/   <d  bring  u)  the  recollection  of  this  body  some 

•  eifOlr'i  which  had  been  pressed  upon  the  consider- 
lai^^n  of  thi'j.  House;  cases  as  manifestly  unjust, 

•  as  4)bviouj|y  not  coming  within  the  spirit  of' 
-  ^^'ty.  "s  any  case  decided  by  this  Commissioner. 

'lat  had  b?en  the  consequence?  Why,  petition 
a^r  petiiioii  had  been  presented ;  year  after  year 
tlj*  claim  h*J  been  pressed;  the  evidence  on  the 
pi"fl  of  the  claimant  never  getting  worse,  that  on 
;  t{;«  part  of  ^he  public  never  getting  better  ;  till 
§^lly,  in  sc»ne  moment  of  supineness,  some  mo- 
l  i^snt  of  u::guarded  liberality,  tlie  House  was 
;  prevailed  uj^vn  to  affix  its  .seal  to  the  claim.  He 
as  far  as  it  went,  this  would  go  to 
ipropriety  of  making  committees  of 
decide  conclusively  on  claims;  but 
;  th2i  was  noireason  why  a  cominis.-.ion  heretofore 
i  utlcucwn  t(j|  this  country  should  be  established, 
[  atsl  the  oldibarriers  of  the  Treasury  be  thrown 
I  d^n.  If  t^e  clajms  of  these  individuals  were 
I  if^al   at   th«f  Treasury,  they  would    be  paid.     If 

•  t^.said  Mr..R,.open  the  courts  of  justice  to  them; 
I  n-j^fke  the  United  States  suaMe.  or  adopt  some 
!  Cf^er  measLfre  which  will  bring  their  claims  to 
:  a^iequitable,  test,  or  reserve  the  power  in  your 

oi2d  tiands.  >  If  you  delegate  it,  do  it  at  least  to  a 

onsible  tribunal.     The  principal  objection  to 

amendn)ent   before    the   House   was,  that   it 

t  to  div  jle  the  responsibility — not  to  eke  out 

lion's  hide  with  the  fox'.s  skin,  but  to  eke  out 

fox's  skin  with   the  lion's   hide.     Chanty — 

sj-fcl  this  wa  {  a  charitable  affair — charity,  he  said, 

Tfri'uld  cover  a  multitude  of  sins — not   meaning. 

ju^his  rema'<k«,  any  disrespect  to  the  Head  of  the 

easury.     'Wherever  responsibility  was  divided, 

!   iHwas  lessejned.     It  was  not  expected   that  the 

kt|C''«?'*''y  of  the  Treasury  could  separately  ex- 

ine  alt   t>ese  claim- — the   provi>ioii   proposed 

uld  terminate  in  empty  form — but  behind  the 

is  of  the  !Treasury  the   Commi-sioner  wuulu 

d  safety.  -.  If  he  could  stand  with  safety  on  ih-^ 

)und  he  i|iow  occupied,  what  might  he  not  do 

en  all   hij;  acts  were  sanctioned   by  that  influ- 

?  e.lial  department? 

•  'ftJut,  It  appears,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  we  n;ust  go 
}  Of  if.  the  cc|urse  w**  have  commenced,  because  lo 
»  (t|  otherwisi'  would  make  a  difference  between 
'  e^sses  of  cl?aimants;  because  the  United  States 
'  l*viDg  beer^ — it  is  not  worth  wliile  to  mince  the 
i    ;%|iier — baling  beeo  most  shamefully  and  scan- 


claims,  to  the  amount  of  some  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  every  other    man    must  be  al- 
lowed to  put  his  lancet  in  and   bleed  the  Treas- 
ury.    If  the  public  veins  contained  more  blood 
than  Leviathan  himself,  Mr.  R.  said  it  would  not 
satisfy  them  all.     Hut.  said  gentlemen,  the  Com- 
missioner had  had  a  jog  ;  such  claims  in  the  time 
to  come  will  not  be  admitted.    Ah  !  then,  what  be- 
comes of  the  argument  that  all  cases  of  claims  of 
the  same   nature  ought   to  be  paid  alike?     But 
give  us  the  same  man.  gentlemen  seemed  to  say, 
and   you   may  change   ((rinciples  as  you  will,  for 
no  man  will  say  that  the   House  is  prepared  to 
support  a  continuation  of  these  decisions  on  the 
same  principle  on  which  some  have  been  made 
by  the  Commissioner.     You  may   bring  to-mor- 
row, not  only  from  within  five  hundred  miles  of 
this  place,  but  within  five,  the  same  sort  of  claims, 
and   produce   them   to  this  Commissioner,  whe- 
ther the  same    person   be  in  office  or  not.  and  I 
presume  you  would  have  them  at  once  rejected. 
But  how  cruel  it  is,  when  the  cup  of  fruition  is  as 
It  were  at  the  lips  of  the  panting  expectant,  for 
this  House,  for  the  Committee  of  Claims — that 
Rhadamanihean  committee — lo  dash  it  from  the 
parched  lips  of  these  thirsty  patriots!     For  ray 
own  part.  sir.  I  have  but  one  favor  to  ask  of  this 
or  of  any  other  Government  under  the  sun — that 
they  would  keep  their  hands  off  my  person  and 
out  of  my  pocket.     Aud,  on  the   principle  that   I 
do   not   wivh    these  Commissioners,  ad  libitum, 
to  plunge  their  hands  into  my  pocket,  it  is  that 
I  am  against  the  amendment.     1  have  no  doubt, 
in  consequence  of  malfaisance  under  this  law,  if 
It  were  lo  be  repealed,  some  injustice  would   be 
done:   but  1  cannot,  therefore,  consent  that  every 
man  restrained  by  nothing,  by  no  sense  of  honor, 
morality,  or   reputation,  may  dive   his  hand   as 
deep  as   he  pleuses  into  the  public  chest.     I  can- 
not consent  to  it.     .Mr.   R.  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  hoped  not  only  that  the  amendment  would 
be  rejected,  but  that  there  would  be  some  further 
modification  of  this  bill.     So  far  from  deserving 
the  character  given  to  it  in  thi«.  Committee,  the 
bill  had  not  gone  far  enough,  he  thought,  to  se- 
cure liie  public  against  plunderers 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  ISew  York,  acknowledged 
the  justice  of  many  observations  which  had  been 
made  ;  but  lie  had  heard  no  gentleman,  except  the 
gentleman  last  up,  object  to  the  principle  of  the 
ninth  section  proposed  to  be  repealed.  [Mr. 
Randolph  said,  he  did  not  object  to  ihe  princi- 
ple.J  Then,  .Mr.  G.  sad.  he  did  not  know  how 
the  gentleman  intended  to  apply  his  speech.  If 
he  objected  to  striking  out  the  provi>ijn  in  this 
bill  for  repealing  part  of  the  law  now  in  exist- 
ence— [Mr.  Ra.ndolph  said,  he  would  lell  the 
gentleman  what  he  meant:  he  was  in  favor  of 
making  compensaiiori  where  he  thought  it  was 
due — he  thought  the  present  l.iw  defective — he 
thought  the  bill  before  the  Committee  defective, 
and  that  theamendment  proposed  by  thegentieman 
from  Kentucky  would  make  it  more  detective 
that  It  already  is.]  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  not  much 
misapprehended   the   gentleman.      The    simple 
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qaesiioo,  after  all  was  said  and  done.  Mr.  G.  said, 
was  this  :  is  this  House  a  better  tribunal  for  hear- 
ing testimony  or  for  applying  the  principles  of  law 
than  a  Commissioner,  or  isa  Commissioner  better 
than  this  House?  This  was  the  only  question 
remaining.  Can  we,  said  he,  arrive  better  at  truth, 
doing  justice  to  individuals,  by  the  ordinary  ex- 
aminaiion  of  private  claims  in  the  House,  or  will 
not  a  commission,  consisting  of  one,  two,  or  three 
men.  accoii)|dish  this  object  better  than  we.  In 
short,  said  he.  is  this  a  better  tribunal  than  our 
courts  of  ju>iice  for  such  decision  ?  The  nature  of 
the  case  forbade  it.  as  Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  show  by 
various  illustrations.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  said,  he  would  as  soon  trust  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  as  a  Commissioner.  Why,  yes, 
Mr.  G.  said,  if  that  committee  were  put  into 
commission,  properly  constituted,  and  having 
sufficient  time  on  their  hands  ;  and  so  would  he. 
But  how  different  was  their  situation,  he  said, 
having  but  one  hour  on  two  or  three  mornings 
in  a  week  to  hear  evidence  and  decide  on  cases, 
to  do  ju-tice  to  which  would  take  weeks  if  not 
monihs  of  laborious  attention.  The  fact  was 
undeniable,  he  said,  that  this  House  was  incom- 
petent to  decide  on  claims.  In  nine  cases  out  of 
ten,  It  decided  on  claims  without  ten  men  in  ihe 
House  knowing  what  it  was  upon.  Why,  they 
would  not  even,  in  cases  of  great  magnitude, 
print  the  case,  that  they  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  knowing  something  of  it.  He  recollected 
the  other  day,  the  case  of  the  sufferers  on  the 
Niagarr  frontier,  of  which  the  House  had  refused 
the  priniing~[Mr.  Randolph  in  ao  under  tone 
asked,  why  the  petitioners  had  not  printed  it  them- 
felves  ?J  Perhaps  if  they  had,  gentlemen  would 
have  lound  it  too  voluminous  to  read,  and  their 
money  would  have  been  thrown  away.  Petitions 
generally  seemed  to  be  left  to  the  person  pre>ent- 
ing  them,  to  do  and  negotiate  with  the  commit- 
tee. If  the  committee  reported  unfavorably,  to 
be  sure,  the  decision  might  be  reversed  by  the 
House;  which  he  believed  had  never  happened. 
[Mr.  Yancev,  or  some  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  here  intimated  that  they  had  frequently 
been  reversed.]  Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  extremely 
glad  to  hear  a  ;  for  it  held  out  to  him  some  pros- 
pect of  getting  a  recent  report  of  the  committee 
reversed,  which  he  was  sure  ought  to  be  set  aside. 
The  committee  was  a  very  sale  one  for  the  pub- 
lic, Mr.  G.  said;  they  were  excellent  hands  to 
dash  the  cup  from  the  parched  lips  of  the  peti- 
tioners—parched indeed  by  suffering  and  dis- 
tress— many  of  whom  had  had  their  property  de- 
stroyed, and  others  left  orphans  and  widows  by 
the  chauces  of  war.  When  a  member  came  with 
these  claims  belore  that  committee — they  were 
honorable  men,  but  they  were  rigid— they  had 
not  only  shut  the  door  of  the  Treasury  against 
the  claiiuauis,  but  thrown  the  key  into  the  ocean. 
Going  on  to  compare  the  decisions  of  this  House 
with  those  of  the  Commissioner,  Mr.  G.  .^aid,  it 
was  certain  this  House  would  grant  too  little, 
aud  barely  possible  the  Commissioner  would 
grant  too  much  ;  and,  if  the  Commissioner  should 
err  in  one  out  of  a  thousand  cases,  he  would  only 


award  payment  to  some  poor  wretch,  whose  mis- 
fortune it  would  be  that  his  loss,  equally  grievous 
with  others,  did  not  come  within  the  nice  techni- 
calities of  the  law.  In  committing  such  an  error, 
if  I  were  the  Commi.ssioner,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  would 
solace  myself  with  the  recollection  of  it  during 
my  whole  life.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  grant  too 
much  rather  than  too  little.  It  was  really  but  a 
trifle,  after  all.  Suppose  Congress  were  to  give 
to  the  Niagara  sufferers  all  they  had  lost — it 
would  be  but  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Throughout  the  whole  United  States,  if  all  losses 
were  to  be  paid  for,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  believe 
they  would  amount  to  two  millions;  with  the 
provisions  of  the  present  law,  he  did  not  believe 
the  amount  would  be  a  million. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  said,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  would  not  bear  decisions  on 
the  principle  that  the  Commissioner  had  estab- 
lished. ,Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  of  no  construc- 
tion the  Commissioner  had  given  to  this  law 
that  he  found  fault  with.  The  Commissioner, 
said  he.  went  to  the  President  and  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  War.  and  decided  according  to  their  con- 
structions. Tlie  difficulty  was,  if  any,  that  testi- 
mony, bringing  cases  within  his  construction  that 
ought  not  to  have  been  there,  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently scrutinized.  If  so,  the  gentleman  last  up 
was  wrong  in  .^aying  the  principles  of  decision 
would  be  changed,  when  in  fact  there  would  be 
only  a  check  on  the  reception  of  testimony. 

As  to  the  dignity  and  duty  of  this  House,  he 
said  It  was  their  duty  to  originate  and   establish 
principles  of  law;  it    was    never   intended    this 
House  should   examine  the  facts  as  to  particular 
claims  on   the   Treasury,  nor  -was   it   their  duty. 
There  was  nothing  new  in  this  doctrine.     The 
gentleman  had  said,  the  House  were  establishing 
a  novel  principle.     No  such  thing,  said  Mr.  G. 
Does  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  gen- 
eral   principles,  settle    accounts    every   day  ;    in 
cases  of  contracts  for  supplying  the  Army,  Navy, 
dtc?  There  was  nothing  different  in  principle  in 
the  law  of  last  session  from  such  cases  ;  there 
was.  therefore,  no  barrier  broken  down  whatever. 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  not  fully  satisfied  with    the 
amendment;    he   would   be   m  favor  of  adding 
two  Commissioners  to  the  present — but  gentle- 
men appeared  to   have  gotten   into   their  heads 
that   they    must   be  very    economical,  and   thus 
hazard  the  loss  of  a  great  deal  more  than  would 
pay  the  salary  of  these  additional  Commission- 
ers.    But  if  uioney   was  saved    here,  no  matter 
where  else   it  leaked   out.     Mr.  G.   made  some 
lurther  illustrations  of  his  views,  and  concluded 
his  argument  in  favor  of  a  commission  for  decid- 
ing on  claims,  by  a  reference  to  the  commission 
appointment  for  settling   the  conflicting  Yazoo 
Claims,  which  he  said  he  had  no  doubt  would 
bring  the  case  perfectly  home  to  the  recollection 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. (Mr.  Randolph.) 
Mr.  CvLuouN    next   spoke.     He  said,  it  bad 
been   remarked   that   the    administration   of   the 
law  by  the  Commissioner  was  defective,  and  not 
the  law  Itself;  but,  Mr.  C.  said,  in   vindicating 
this  bill,  and  opposing  the  aiueodtnent,  he   ob- 
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d  not  to  the  administration  of  the  law,  bat  to 
art  of  tb«  law  itself  which  was  proposed  to 
epealed.     He   considered    it  objectionable  in 
t  of  principle.     There  was  a  material  differ- 
;err'',  he  said, 'between  cases  of  property  destroyed 
lin'-ihe  milita^ry  service,  and  those  of  houses  de- 
ist^.^ed  by  xH^  enemy.     The  one  case  was  de- 
ifitvilj,  the  oth^r  not.     Besides,  the  cases  of  houses 
■  deiiroyed    wijre   but    few ;    whilst   cases  of  the 
fo3if  descr.ption  were  numerous.     There  was, 
fore,  gO(jd   reason  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
n    the    1^0  classes  of  cases.     Mr.  C.   con- 
red  the  c|8e  of  the  destruction  of  houses  by 
nemy  a*^  involving   a   great  principle.     He 
that    t|ie  gentlemen  from   Louisiana   and 
tucky    h^d   expressed   their  views,  that   the 
le  amount  of  property  destroyed  by  an  enemy 
ing  war  ■ihould  be  paid  for  out  of  the   public 
s.     To  Ihis  doctrine,  Mr.  C.  objected   alto- 
er.     Thj   very  declaraiion    of  war,  he  said, 
nged  the'value  of  property.     If  you  do  away 
direct  e^ect  of  war  by  paying  for   property 
ally  des)*-oyed.  ought  you  not  to  compensate 
ividuals  f()r  indirect  losses  occasioned  by  the 
?    The  ?ery  declaration  of  war,  he  said,  sunk 
value  of*  tonnage  fifty,  sixty,  or  seventy  per 
t.     If  ycji  would  remunerate  individuals  for 
ses  destroyed  by  an  enemy,  why  not  for  other 
periy,  wljose  value,  equally  important  to  the 
I  o|Mners,  is  eilually  destroyed  by  the  war?     How  i 
»  ■«fif,l  you  dis^jiHguish  between  these  cases  ?    Other  1 
1^'s.  besidej  acts  of  war.  are  frequently  made  by  ' 
rovernmt,^t,  wliich  change  the  value  of  pro-  \ 
ty.      An    embargo   is   laid,   for   instance,    by 
ich  a  ceri^iin  description  of  property,  to  a  large 
^iOunt.is  riade  wholly  unproductive.    The  idea 
-  •    the   gentleman   from    Kentucky,  Mr.  C.  said, 
nt  upon  Ik  misconception.     All  laws  are  made 
the  gene*al  good  ;  and,  whether  an  individual 
iBbenefilteuor  not,  it  is  his  duty  to  acquiesce,  and 
'  IV^  oppose  liie  decision  of  his  country.     The  de- 
<^»ralion  of  Var  did  on  the  frontier  of  New  York 
]<^duce  distress;  but  the  interior  of  New  York 
ii^^nriched  |vith  a  shower  of  gold.     It  benefitted 
X^m  with  rj  market  which  others  had  not.     To 
jalize  the'effecis  of  the  war  exactly,  according 
ntlemert's  notions. you  should  take  from  those 
\^o  were  bt*nefitted  by  the  war.  and  give  to  those 
.   >^o  sustain^rd  loss. 
'.    ••  The  rea^^t*!  why,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  indisposed 
•  I. ^submit  tiiis  important  class  of  cases  to  the  de- 
}  ofjioD  of  aify  commissioner,  was,  that  the  cases 
I  (jijLcended  Ly  imperceptible  gradations  from  occu- 
»    >"5iion  that  v'as  military,  to  that  which  was  not. 
<    ■(j)r  exampi'.  the  whole  of  the  houses  on  a  part 
{   «>^the  Niagara  frontier  had  been  destroyed;  many 
uifthem  weJe  in  the  occupation  of  military  force, 
the  ra;ij^rity  were  not,  but  were  destroyed  in 
neighbr  rhood  of  the  others.     Here,  then,  is  a 


must  pay  for  everv  house  destroyed!  Say  the 
city  of  New  York  was  destroyed,  could  the 
Treasury  meet  so  vast  a  claim  for  reimbursement? 
It  could  not.  Beware,  said  Mr.  C,  how  you  in- 
troduce the  principle  into  the  statute  book,  of  de- 
stroying the  distinction  between  public  and  pri- 
vate property!  By  doing  so,  you  become  the 
universal  insurers.  The  enemy  will  make  war 
on  you  in  that  way  which  will  most  affect  your 
Treasury.  If  you  adopt  the  principle  advocated 
by  these  gentlemen,  your  towns  may  fall  a  sacri- 
fice to  it,  m  the  hope  thereby  to  bankrupt  you. 

It  had  been  stated  that  this   House  was  not  a 
proper  tribunal  to  decide  on  private  claims.     Mr. 
C.  said  he  regretted  to  hear  this  remark,  particu- 
larly from  the  source  from  which  it  came.     This 
House  was  as  capable,  Mr.  C.  said,  as  any  tribu- 
nal whatever.     A  committee   might  be  selected 
who  would  attend  with  vigilance  to  the  claims, 
as  would  the  present  Committee  of  Claims;  and 
if  the   House  was   not  very  vigilant    in    superin- 
tending the  reports  of  its  committees,  why  was  it 
not?     Because  they  had  a  confidence   in  the  re- 
ports,   which,    as    regarded    the    Committee    of 
Claims.  Mr.  C.  asserted  to  be  well  founded.     Mr. 
C.  said    he  was   sorry  to  see  acquiescence  in  the 
acts  of  a  committee  construed  into  inattention 
and  want  ot  disposition  to  attend  to  them.     The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  well  said,  that  this 
kind  of  negligence,  experienced   in  private  cases, 
was  equally  applicable  to  public  bills.     It  is  not 
the  fact,  said   Mr.  C,  that  this  acquiemence  is 
negligence.    The  House  is  vigilant  and  attentive  : 
and,  when  there  is   not  an   express  division  on 
any  question   before  it,  it  only  indicates  that  the 
I  members  of  the  House  have  made  up  their  mind 
I  on  the  subject,  and  do  not  desire  a  division. 
I      The   House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  C.  said, 
;  was  not.  he   believed,  a  favorite  body  in  the  na- 
tion.    It  had   no   patronage  to   bestow,  no  favors 
,  to  grant,  and  could  rely  only  on  its  own  character 
!  to  sustain  it;  and   it  was.  therefore,  the  duty  of 
members  to  defend  the  character  of  the  House. 
;  It  had   been   said  that  the    power  of  petitioning 
this  House  was   merely  the   power  of  having  a 
petition  rejected.     Mr.  C.  considered  the  reverse 
'  the  fact;  that  mere  importunity  sometimes  suc- 
!  ceeded  in  obtaining  claims  which  ought  never  to 
!  have  been  allowed.     He  was  aware,  he  said,  thai 
\  this  argument  made  something  against  the  capa- 
city of  this  House  to  decide  on  claims,  but  not  in 
the  sense   in    which  the   gentlemen    from   New 
York  and  Kentucky  had  pressed  this  point  against 
the   House.     If   any  failing   in  this  respect  was 
imputable  to  the  House,  Mr.  C.  said  it  was  that 
they  acied  with  too  much  feeling;  and  when  the 
claimants  came   before  this   House,  they  would 
find  ample  indulgence.     Mr.  C.  said,  further,  that 


he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  where,  in  the  cases 

ss  ofcas^s  of  great  importance,  not  only  as  to    of  houses  destroyed,  there  could  be  proved  regu- 

amountifof  the  claims,  but  as  to  the  doctrine    lar    military  occupation    by    military   force,  the 

nected  V/ith  them ;  they  were  such  as  no  com-    cases  would  be  favorably  decided.     But  the  cases 

ssioner  c""uld  decide.     If  the  principle  was  es-    changed    by  minute  graduations,  from   actual  to 

lished  0)'  paying  for  them  all,  in  the  event  of    accidental  military  occupation,  in  such  manner 


[y  future  ^ar  it  would  bankrupt  the  nation.    If 
commerv'ial   town    was   attacked,   the    nation 

s 
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that  he  was  unwilling  to  trust  the  decisioo  of 
those  cases  to  any  tribunal  but  this  House. 
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Mr.  C.  said  he  was  sorry  he  had,  in  any  de- 
gree, provoked  the  sensibility  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  but  was  happy  to  find,  from 
this  occasion,  that  the  House  had  in  him  so  happy 
an  eulogist.  When  he  had  said  that  the  right  of 
petition  was  little  more  than  the  right  of  rejec- 
tion, he  did  not  mean  certainly  in  the  cases  of 
great  rights  occasionally  brought  before  this 
House,  but  in  minor  cases  iliey  were  incompetent 
to  investigate  and  decide  on  claims.  And,  when 
the  gentleman  had  run  away  with  bis  remarks 
OQ  this,  as  he  had  done  on  another  point,  he  should 
have  been  glad  had  he  correctly  appreciated  them. 
I  slate  ihe  fact,  said  Mr.  C,  let  the  consequence 
be  what  it  may,  that,  on  the  decision  of  a  claim, 
in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  there  are  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
members  who  do  not  understand  the  question. 
And.  in  saying  this,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  meant  to  cast 
no  reflection  on  the  House;  the  relation  in  which 
he  stood  to  It,  and  the  favor  he  had  received 
from  the  House,  his  knowledge  of  the  high  char- 
acter and  integrity  of  the  members  who  com- 
posed it,  forbade  the  idea.  But  he  stated,  in  what 
he  had  applied  to  this  House,  a  fact  inherent  in 
all  public  bodies. 

The  gentleman  had  not  less  misunderstood  him 
OD  this  point,  Mr.  C.  said,  than  on  the  general 
principles  with  which  he  set  out ;  and  he  should 
have  been  unmindful  of  the  respect  due  to  him- 
self, if  he  had  nut  considered  all  the  coasequeaces 
of  the  pobUion  he  had  taken,  in  all  the  views  io 
which  the  grntleman's  abstract  mind  had  placed 
it.  The  case  of  maritime  loss,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
had  excepted  from  his  position.  But  he  could 
conceive,  that  in  cases  of  maritime  loss,  where  a 
nation  plunges  into  war  without  giving  notice  to 
Its  citizens,  and  occasions  distress,  there  may  be 
an  obligation  on  the  nation  to  remunerate  the  loss, 
although  from  want  of  ability  it  may  not  attempt 
to  do  It.  There  was  another  modincation  of  the 
principle,  also ;  the  national  ability  to  pay,  or  the 
effect  of  such  payment  on  the  general  welfare: 
and,  Mr.  C.  saiil,  he  would  admit,  in  cases  where 
the  extent  of  the  injury  is  very  great,  where  a 
desolating  or  conflagrating  war  of  invasion  has 
laid  wasie  a  whole  country,  the  nation  ought 
DO(  to  indemnify  its  citizens;  not  because  it  would 
not  be  just,  but  because  it  was  impossible,  and 
the  sovereign  authority  was  compelled  to  look  on 
the  case  silently.  So  in  the  case  of  cities.  His 
principle  was.  Mr.  C.  said,  (hat  where  ihe  indi- 
viduals of  a  country  have  suffered  lo>ses  in  war. 
of  ihe  kind  spoken  of,  it  was  for  the  nation  to 
judge,  looking  to  the  slate  of  its  finances,  whether, 
from  the  siaie  of  its  circumstances,  it  can  fulfil 
what,  if  it  be  able,  be  a  solemn  obligation. 

With  regard  to  the  consequences  of  such  a 
policy,  Mr.  C.  said  he  differed  essentially  with 
the  gentleman,  when  he  supposed  it  would  invite 
an  euemy  to  destroy  your  properly.  The  nation 
which  IS  to  make  this  ludemniiy  to  its  citizens 
for  losses,  makes  it  not  at  the  moment  of  the  loss 
but  consults  Us  own  inclination  as  to  time  and 
manner.  But  the  gentleman  had  hinted  that  an 
enemy   would  destroy  your  towns,  in  order  to 


make  the  destruction  a  public  loss.  Did  the  gen- 
tleman believe  that  no  consideration  but  indi- 
vidual suffering  now  and  ever  will  restrain  such 
conduct  in  a  civilized  enemy?  No;  hopeless  in- 
deed, said  Mr.  C,  would  be  the  condition  of  the 
world,  if  the  security  of  individual  properly  in 
war  rested  on  the  basis  on  which  the  gentleman 
had  placed  it.  The  security  of  individual  pro- 
perly results,  first,  from  the  progress  of  mind,  the 
civilization  of  man,  and  next,  from  the  appre- 
hension of  bringing  dreadful  retaliation  on  the 
subjects  of  the  assailant.  Would  not  any  enemy 
reason  very  badly  who  would  reason  as  the  gen- 
tleman had  done?  When  meditating  the  de- 
struction of  the  city  of  New  York,  that  the  public 
might  suffer  the  loss,  would  not  the  enemy  say, 
if  I  do  this,  I  shall  have  against  me  the  united 
voice  of  the  whole  civilized  world?  Would  he 
not  further  sav,  if  1  do  it,  London  or  Paris,  my 
own  cities,  will  suffer  in  consequence  of  it  ?  Yes, 
Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  a  visionary  idea.  A  security 
against  such  conduct  in  an  enemy  was  found  in 
the  melioration  of  the  condition  of  man  in  rela- 
tion to  the  prosecution  of  war,  and  in  the  ap- 
prehension of  being  themselves  visited  in  like 
manner. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  comprehend  distinctly 
what  the  gentleman  was  in  favor  of;  but  under- 
stood him  10  intimate,  that  if  the  property  of  an 
individual  was  seized  and  converted  to  public 
use,  and  in  consequence  thereof  destroyed,  it  ought 
to  be  paid  for.  Such,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  the  pro- 
vision in  the  existing  law,  which  he  was  oppoeed 
to  repealing,  dec,  believing  that  a  commissioner 
or  any  single  judge  was  better  able  to  decide  on 
the  evidence  of  such  cases,  than  this  House 
could  be. 

After  Mr.  C.  concluded,  on  motioa  of  Mr. 
Wright,  the  Comoaiuee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


TcEsoAY,  December  31. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  in  pursuance 
of  a  resoluliou  of  the  last  session,  on  the  letter 
of  Major  General  Harrison,  relative  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  public  money  by  him,  on  the  North- 
western frontier  during  the  late  war;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Johhson,  of  Kentucky,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  RoBERTaoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the 
pelilion  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Jefferson  county, 
m  the  Mississippi  Territory;  on  the  petition  of 
John  W.  Simpson,  and  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Shawanoe  town,  in  the  Illinois  Territory  ;  which 
reports  were  severally  read  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  Uie 
relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence  and  oihers,  merchants 
residing  in  the  ciiy  of  New  York;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
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CC^TESTED  ELECTION. 
.  Tayloii.  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
a  reporij  on  the  petition  of  Rufus  Easton, 
sting  th4  election  of  John  Scott  as  Dele- 
from  M'ssouri  Territory,  which  was  read 
.u^'ommiltet.  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
^J^psday  next.  The  report  is  as  follows: 
J  TfcAt,  at  the  last  election  in  said  Territory,  the  pe- 
^ti^ijifr  and  the  said  John  Scott  were  opposing  candi- 
iat^  The  whole  number  of  votes  counted,  cast  up, 
^(M>rranged,  by  William  Clarke,  Governor  of  the 
as  having  been  given  at  the  said  election 
4}r  ;lfl«gate  to. Congress,  and  upon  which  his  certifi- 
was  founded,  was  3,647,  of  which,  1,816  were 
for  John  Scott,  and  1,801  for  the  petitioner,  and 
abiOl  for  other  persons. 

e  petitioner  stated  the  following  objections,  in 
ig,  to  the  election  and  return  of  John  Scott  as 
ate  from  *aid  Territory  : 

St.  That,  iiccording  to  all  the  votes  given  at  the 
fftle^an  on  theTirst  Monday  in  August,  1816,  count- 
)n||3iose  legS'ly  returned,  and  such  as  were  not  re- 
iui^d  within  'he  time  prescribed  by  law,  or  were  re- 
J|«c^,  he  has  a  majority  of  fifteen  votes  over  his 
ppi^hent,  Joht^  Scott.  To  prove  which,  he  refers  the 
tio  irabie  Con^ittee  of  Elections  to  the  abstract  of 
returned  , to  the  Governor,  according  to  the  act 
late  ele^-tions  in  that  Territory,  being  docu- 
marked  E,  to  the  depositions  of  8.  A.  M.  Carter, 
>>w  Kinksfd,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  John  Cun- 

.  That,  Recording  to  the  abstract  of  votes  legally 

llegally  m  ide  to  the  Governor,  the  ^aid  Rufus  Eas- 

&s  a  majority  of  seven  votes  over  the  said  John  Scott, 

dering  tha  copy  of  the  paper  from  Cote  Sans  Des- 

in  the  coitnty  of  St.  Charles,  certified  by  the  clerk 

t  county  \o  be  a  copy  o.t  the  18lh  of  September, 

more  th^n  a  month  aAer   the   abstract  of  votes 

that   coutty   had    been    filed   in    the    Executive 

,  not  to  \\.  an  abstract  of  votes,  but  a  nullity,  as 

tainly  is;' to  prove  which, the  honorable  Commit- 

f  Electioni^are  referred  to  the  seventh  section  of  the 

the  Territiry,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  elections,' 

h  provides  '  that,  previous   to  any  votes  being  re- 

d,   the  jui^ges  and  clerks  shall    severally  take  an 

or   affirmition,'  in    the   form    therein    prescribed. 

depositioa  of  Isaac  Best,  one  of  the  persons  who 

rnded  to  v\\.  as  judge,  proves    that  'one  Baptisti! 

was  the  o'Ay  person  who  acted  with  him  as  judge, 

chat  a  pe^on  of  the  name  of  Frereault  acted  as 

■y,  and  no  «ther  ;  and  that  neither  of  the  judges  or 

I  were  sw.^rn.'    The  act  requires,  that  there  should 

^ree  judgi  s  and.  two  clerks    to  hold  an  election  ; 

ii  the   poll  ■ihalf'be  opened  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 

oun,  and  close   at  six   in  the  afternoon  ;  that  the 

ns  who  s^all  administer  the  oaths  shall  cause  an 

|y  thereof;^  be  prefixed  to  the  poll-books  in  words 

le  followir,g  effect :   '  I  do  hereby  certify  that 

es   and  —i —  clerks  of  the  election,  held  in   the 

•ship  of—; — ,  in  the  county  of ,  on  the 

jf ,  irj   the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

,  wer^'  severally  sworn,  as  the  law  directs, 
ously  to  «!ntering  on  the  duties  of  their  office ; 
h  cerlificu**  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  person  ad- 
oiy^steruig  the  said  oaths  or  affirmations,  and  be  con- 
■vjn^d  as  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  said  elections.' 
T>  act  lurthtTT  requires  that  each  clerk  shall  furnish 
hit^lf  a  polUbook  of  the  election  ;  and,  at  the  close 
«rjii£  polls,  il,v  names  of  the  electors  contained  upon 
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the  poll-book  shall  be  counted  and  set  down,  in  writ- 
ing, at  the  foot  of  the  column  in  which  they  ate  enter- 
ed, nnd  the  number  of  votes  cast  up  and  arranged,  and 
set  down,  in  writing,  at  the  foot  of  the  poll-book,  and 
shall  be  signed  by  the  judges,  and  countersigned  by  the 
clerks,  &,c.  .\nd  further,  that  the  electors  shall  vote 
by  ballot.  [See  sections  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9.  10,  and  13,  of 
the  act  to  regulate  elections.]  None  of  these  requi- 
sites were  complied  with  at  Cute  Sans  Dtaiein  ;  which 
is  not  only  proven  by  the  return  of  the  persons  pre- 
tending to  hold  an  election  there,  but  by  the  deposi- 
tion of  Joseph  Roy,  that  '  two  persons  acted  as  judges, 
and  another  person  did  the  writing ;  that  the  polls 
were  opened  at  11  A.  M.,  and  closed  at  2  P.  M.;  that 
one  Charles  Relle  refused  to  vote  for  any  person,  but 
was  forced  to  do  so  by  the  judges,  who  sent  a  paper  to 
bring  him  before  them.'  The  depositions  of  Francois 
Denoyer  and  Joseph  Morin  prove  that  the  judges  put 
on  the  list  the  names  of  persons  as  voting  for  Mr. Scott, 
who  did  not  vote,  and  who  were  not  in  the  township 
on  the  day  of  the  election  ;  and  the  deposition!  of  Pe- 
ter Powell  and  Asa  Williams  prove  'that  George 
Evans,  alias  .^vans,  and  Jesse  Avans,  whose  name* 
appear  on  the  list  as  voting  for  Mr.  Scott,  had  not 
been  in  the  Territory  eight  months  prior  to  the  day  of 
election  ;  and  that  the  votes  were  given  by  word  of 
mouth.'  The  act  of  Congress  requires  a  residence  of 
one  year.  By  the  deposition  of  Baptiste  Pineau,  it 
appears  he  was  out  hunting  on  the  day  of  election, 
and  yet  his  own,  or  son's  name,  who  is  about  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  years  old,  is  listed  as  voting  for  Mr. 
Scott.  Joseph  .Morin's  deposition  proves  that  he  was 
absent  on  the  day  of  election  ;  that  his  name  was  list- 
ed as  voting  for  -Mr.  Scott,  without  his  consent  or  ap- 
probation ;  and  that  the  name  of  Joseph  Kivard,  y!2«, 
(junior,)  who  is  only  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of 
age,  is  listed  as  voting  for  Mr.  Scott. 

"  Notwithstanding  all  the  defects  apparent  upon  the 
face  of  the  paper  relating  to  the  election  at  Cote  Sans 
Dcssein,  and  although  the  same  had  been  rejected  bj 
a  majority  of  the  justices  and  clerk  of  the  court,  au- 
thorised by  the  fifteenth  t-ection  of  the  beforementioneJ 
act  regulating  elections,  'to  make  the  abstract  of  votes 
for  Delegates  to  Congress,  which,  being  signed  by  the 
judges,  or  justices,  and  clerk,  or  any  two  of  ihem,  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  a  copy  thereof, 
certified  under  the  official  seal  of  such  clerk,  shall  be 
transmitted,  by  express,  to  the  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  with- 
in thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed 
for  making  county  returns,  to  CAst  up  and  arrange 
the  votes  from  the  several  counties,  or  such  of  them  as 
may  have  made  returns,  for  each  person  voted  for  as 
Delegate  to  Congress,  and  shall  immediately  there- 
after issue  hu  proclamation,  declaring  the  person  hav- 
ing the  highest  number  of  votes  to  be  elected  as  Dele- 
gate to  represent  the  Territory  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  Stutes,  and  to  grant  a  certifi- 
cate thereof,  under  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  to  the 
person  so  elected ;'  and,  although  the  abstract  of  votes 
for  Delegate  to  Congress,  from  the  county  of  St. 
Charles,  had  been  made  and  sent  to  the  Governor  on 
the  17th  day  of  August,  1816,  after  all  the  returns 
which  had  been  made  from  the  other  counties,  it  ap- 
peared, according  to  those  abstracts,  that  Rufus  Eas- 
ton had  a  majority  of  seven  votes;  the  Governor,  nev- 
ertheless, refused  him  a  certificate  of  his  election^ 
although,  according  to  law  and  common  justice,  he 
was  entitled  to  it.  The  said  John  Scott,  Uking  with 
him  a  certain  George   Ferguson   and  James  Brady, 
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proceeded  to  the  county  of  St.  Charles,  and  requested 
of  the  clerk  a  copy  of  the  election  return  of  Cote  Sans 
Dessetn.  The  clerk  made  out  a  copy  of  the  paper  to 
be  found  in  the  third  page  of  document  D,  and  described 
under  '  note.'  '  The  following  return  was  received  at 
the  Executive  office  (delivered  by  James  Brady)  on 
the  18th  of  Septeml)er,  1816;'  and  the  said  John 
Scott  requested  the  clerk  to  fold  it,  and  direct  it  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory  ;  and  the  clerk  directed  it  to 
'his  Excellency  WUIiam  Clark,  Esq.,  St  Louis.'  For 
which  copy  the  clerk  was  paid  by  the  said  John  Scott, 
or  his  order,  and  the  copy  was  taken,  in  the  night, 
from  the  clerk's  office,  by  the  said  Ferguson  or  Brady  ; 
all  of  which  facts  appear,  by  the  deposition  of  William 
Christy,  junior,  Esq^  clerk  ;  on  which  paper  there  ap- 
pears the  name  of  Rufus  Easton,  with  one  other  name 
under  it,  and  the  name  of  John  Scoot,  with  twenty- 
three  other  names  under  it;  which  paper  was  not  and 
is  not  an  abstract  of  votes,  and  the  Governor  had  no 
power,  legal  authority,  or  right,  to  make  use  of  it  as 
such. 

"  3d.  That,  according  to  the  abstract  of  votes  certi- 
fied agreeable  to  law,  and  returned  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  according  to  the  statute  in 
that  case  provided,  the  said  Rufus  Easton  has  a  major- 
ity oi  Jifly-une  votes  over  his  opponent,  John  Scott, 
which  appears  from  a  copy  of  the  said  abstracts  con- 
tained in  document  marked  B.,  that,  in  the  county  of 
Lawrence  the  clerk  has  made  the  abstract  of  votes 
from  that  county  himself,  sent  the  original  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  not  a  copy,  which  he  had  no  authority  to 
do ;  and  that  no  abstract  of  votes  having  been  made, 
signed  by  the  judges,  or  justices,  and  clerk,  or  any 
two  of  them,  deposited  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  a  copy 
thereof,  certified  under  the  official  seal  of  the  clerk,  the 
Governor  had  no  authority  under  the  law  to  count  the 
votes  given  in  that  county. 

"The  above  objections  arc  submitted  to  the  honor- 
able Committee  ot  Elections  by  Rufus  Easton,  to  show 
that  he  has  been  arbitrarily  and  erroneously  deprived 
of  a  right  secured  to  him  by  law,  in  the  granting  of  a 
certificnte  of  election  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory 
of  Misouri  to  John  Scott,  as  the  Delegate  of  that 
Territory. 

"The  said  Rufus  Easton  wishes  it  understood  by 
the  honorable  committee,  that,  by  laying  these  objec- 
tions before  them,  he  will  not  be  prevented  or  pre- 
cluded, at  any  stage  of  the  examination,  from  making 
other  statements,  and  exhibiting  other  proofs  and  doc- 
uments in  support  of  his  right. 

"RUFUS  E.\STON. 

"  Deccmbsr  19,  1816." 

By  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  act  to  regulate 
elections  in  the  said  Territory,  it  is  enacted  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  that  in  all  elections  to  be  held  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act,  the  electors  shall  vote  by  ballot."  It 
was  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  insure  to  each 
elector  the  privilege  of  a  secret  vote,  to  enable  him 
more  independently  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise. 
The  commiilee  know  of  no  authority  competent  to 
compel  an  elector  to  disclose  the  name  of  the  candi- 
date for  whom  he  voted  ;  but  without  such  disclosure 
it  18  in  vain  to  inquire  into  the  qualification  of  an  elec- 
tor, with  a  view  to  purge  the  polls.  It  would  become 
important  only  as  it  related  to  the  conduct  of  the 
judges  of  the  election.  They  are  clothed  with  full 
power  to  examine,  upon  oath,  and  adjudge  every 
elector  presenting  himself  to  vote,  either  qualified  or 
disqualified :  they    may  admit   or  reject   him.     They 


are  liable  to  punishment  if  they  knowingly  receive  an 
improper  vote,  or  conduct  themselves,  in  any  respect, 
with  partiality.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
their  adjudication,  as  to  the  qualification  of  electors 
under  the  law  of  the  Territory,  should  be  final. 

The  committee,  therefore,  overruled  so  much  of  the 
objections  of  the  petitioner  as  related  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  electors,  and  decided  that  they  would  not 
investigate  the  same,  nor  inquire  for  whom  they  re- 
spectively voted.  Of  the  3,647  voles,  above  mentioned, 
there  were  given  in  the  township  of  C^tt  Sant  De»- 
sein  twenty-three  for  John  Scott,  and  one  for  the  pe- 
titioner. The  votes  of  this  township  were  unani- 
mously rejected  by  the  committee  for  a  variety  of 
causes,  among  which  are  the  following: 

1.  The  election  was  held  rtra  voce. 

2.  But  two  persons  acted  as  judges,  and  neither  of 
them  were  sworn. 

3.  But  one  person  acted  as  clerk,  and  he  was  not 
sworn. 

4.  The  votes  were  fejected  by  the  justices  whom 
the  clerk  took  to  his  assistance  in  making  out  the  ab- 
stracts to  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor ;  they  were 
sent  to  the  Governor  in  an  irregular  manner;  and  the 
paper  called  a  return  appeared,  upon  its  face,  to  be 
defective  in  many  important  particulars. 

The  committee  having  rejected  these  votes,  there 
was  left  a  majority  of  seven  votes  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tioner. It  was  then  contended  by  the  petitioner  that 
he  was  entitled  to  the  certificate  of  election,  and  ought, 
forthwith,  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  instead  of  John 
Scott,  for  the  following  reasons  submitted  by  him  in 
writing : 

"  The  fifteenth  section  of  the  '  Act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions' in  that  Territory  declares,  '  that  on  or  before  the 
fifteenth  day  after  the  day  of  election,  or  sooner,  in  case 
all  the  returns  be  made,  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  county,  taking  to  his  assistance  two  judges 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  justices  of  the  peace, 
or  one  of  each,  shall  proceed  to  open  the  several  re- 
turns which  have  been  made  to  his  office,  and  make 
abstracts  of  votes  in  the  following  manner  :  The  ab- 
stract of  votes  for  Delegate  to  Congress  shall  be  on  one 
sheet,  and  the  abstract  of  votes  for  Representatives 
shall  be  on  another  sheet,  separate  from  the  sheet  on 
which  the  abstract  of  votes  for  Delegate  is  contained, 
and  being  signed  by  the  judges  or  justices,  or  any  two 
of  them,  shall  be  deposited  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  a 
copy  thereof,  certified  under  the  official  seal  of  such 
clerk,  shall  be  transmitted  by  express  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Territory,  or  to  the  person  exercising  the  gov- 
ernment thereof,  .^nd  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, or  person  exercising  the  government  for  the 
time  being,  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of 
the  time  hereinbefore  allowed  for  making  county  re- 
turns, to  cast  up  and  arrange  the  votes  from  the  sev- 
eral counties,  or  such  of  them  as  may  have  made  re- 
turns, for  each  person  voted  for  as  Delegate  to  Con- 
gress ;  and  shall  immediately  thereafter  issue  his  proc- 
laication,  declaring  the  person  having  the  highest 
number  of  votes  to  be  elected  as  Delegate  to  represent 
this  Territory  in  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  grant  a  certificate  thereof,  under 
the  seal  of  the  Territory,  to  the  person  so  elecUd.' 
The  duty  enjoined  upon  the  Governor  is  to  cast  up 
and  arrange  the  votes  from  the  several  counties,  or 
such  of  them  as  may  have  made  returns,  for  each  per- 
son voU'd  for  as  the  Delegate  to  Congress,  and  shall 
immediately  thereafter  issue  his  proclamation,  declar- 
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5n»^(he  person  haring  the  highest  number  of  votes  to  j 

bfli^ectfd  as  l»x;i^gate  to  represent  the  Tenitory  in  the 

H.^t"  of  Repr-sentativei  of  the  United  States,  and  to 

}gT^||t  a  certificate  thereof,  under  the  seal  of  the  Terri-  ' 

Xo^  to  the   pt-rson  so  elected.     It  is  not  the   duty  of 

th«rGovemor  U)  cast  up  and  arrange  votei  not  returned 

•tt)>Jm   accord&ig  to  the   provisions  of  that  section  of 

jtli^aw.     The  votes  meant  or  intended  to  be  cast  up 

;ar<*j^u<;h  as  an   contained  in  ftie  abstracts  made  by  the 

ijiix"^e«  and  cU-rlt,  or  any  two  of  them,  from   the  sev- 

r€r!i3''«'turn8  ofthe  election  from  the  difTercnt  townships 

{to  ^  clerk's  rvffice  of  the  county,  as  contained  in  the 

IpoMMolcs;  wnich  abstracts  shall  have  been  deposited 

(inut(>  clerk's  office,  and  a  copy  thereof,  certified  under 

;th«  i>tficial  seal  of  the  clerk,  transmitted   by  express  to 

Hh'  jiiovernor  ;  he  is  not  empowered  or  required  to  cast 

otes  conUined  in  the  return  made  to  the  clerk's 

nor  oiji?ht  he  to  cast  up  votes  contained  in  a 

f  which   U   not  an  abstract ;  indeed,  he   has   no 

•,)rity  to  So  it.     It  is  upon  a  copy  of  the  abstracts 

.le«   certified  under  the  ofHcial  seal  of  the   clerk, 

transmitted  by  express  to  the  Governor  within  the 

prescribe  .1   by  law,  and  upon  that  alone,  that  he 

illed  to  act.     He  cannot  make  abstracts  of  votes 

;'hi^elf,  nor  ought  he  to  receive  any  made  by  others 

nc'jauthorizei!  to  m.ike  almtracts  ;  and  if  he  sanctions 

wcy\    unwarraotable  acts  by  casting   and   arranging, 

•  un^.T  the  law,  the  votes  they  are  supposed  to  contain, 

he'|iolat««  a  l»w  which  ought  rigidly  to  be  carried  into 

e:t?4ution,  and   tramples   upon  the   righu  of  the  com- 

'mJ^^ity. 

i     ^Iffhere  can  be  no  doubt  tkat,  by  the  abstracts  sent 
e  Governor,  Rufus  Easton  had  the  highest  num- 


jtoAe 
tbcii'f 


jbcj^'f  votes.  The  Governor  counted  for  Kufus  Easton 
;1,I>5U  votes  and  for  John  Scott  1,793;  besides  those 
SsukAosed  to  be  contained  in  the  pap4-r  from  Cote  Sans 
fD%f  em,  whicC  is  rejected — it  is  a  nullity.  It  was  then 
sthii(^iounden  dkity  of  the  Governor,  enjoined  upon  him 
jby*iaw,  sancijoncd  by  his  own  s.gnature,  to  have 
|gir%ted  a  certiiicate  of  election  to  the  said  Rufus  Eas- 
itoui  This  the- Governor  refused  to  Jo,  as  will  appear 
lfr?.;i  a  notice  und  request  served  on  him  the  24th  Sep- 
(te  iiLer  last.  And  for  this  injury  what  is  the  remedy  T 
lit  i^not  to  be  found  in  the  Territdrial  Government, 
^wli|r«  public  opinion  has  scarcely  any  influence  upon 
Ja  Ivrritorial  (iovcrnor. 

^  t^rhere  is  a  maxim,  founded  on  the  principles  of 
JuniyersaJ  justire,  that  '  there  is  no  wrong  without  a 
!re*^dy,  and  oo  right  but  what  may  be  enforced.' 
;Frj»ii  my  own  experience  in  life,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
fthtt^naxmi  worjld  be  much  more  correct  and  true,  if  it 
JshqScld  read,  '  there  should  be  no  wrong  without  a 
Irei^Jy,  and  ni)  right  but  what  ought  to  be  enforced-' 
;A^«how  is  thjs  wrong  to  be  right^il,  and  the  remedy 
jeni'^'-ced.but  Vy  making  the  person  entitled  to  the  cer- 
5lifi,^te  of  election  the  sitting  mein1>er  ?  I  have  been 
^to^vihat  it  is  the  parliamentary  practice  of  Great  Brit- 
Jaii;(Jthat  when  ■  person  has  been  wrongfully  returned, 
•th«>\>er8on  who  ought  to  have  been  returned  is  entitled 
jto  ^come  the  *itting  member,  and  leave  it  to  the  oppo* 
.sit^;  party  to  contest.  The  distinction  is  a  plain  one. 
;In  <iii-«e8  wher(»  the  person  returned  comes  rightfully 
iby^tiie  certificate  of  election,  then  he  ought  to  keep  his 
[se^  till  it  is  ^nown  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  it ;  but 
*wl^  ''C  the  penon  comes  wrongfully  by  the  certificate, 
.in  i  ich  cases  V  is  not  entitled  to  it,  it  is  the  property 
'of  1^  loiher  ;  th.<  seat  belongs  to  another  ;  and  that  other 
'ou^  It  not  to  bt.'  kept  out  of  it  upon  a  mere  supposition. 
Tlij  parliamei»tary  rule  of  practice  of  Great  Britain 
Jwji  !J  have  vqry  little  weight  or  influence  with   me, 
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should  I  be  called  upon  to  decide,  except  when  founded 
on  the  immutable  principles  of  justice.  But  if  I  am 
correct  as  to  what  their  practice  is,  in  this  particular  it 
is  the  practice  of  right  ;  and  so  far  it  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  practice  fit  to  be  adopted  into  a  republican 
Government.  I  would  listen  to  the  rules  and  practice 
of  Great  Britain,  and  adopt  them  if  just  and  reasonable, 
and  reject  whatever  might  be  the  offspring  of  injustice 
and  oppression. 

"The  pre»ent  case  is,  perhaps,  a  novel  one;  a  case 
without  a  parallel  and  without  a  precedent.  It  is  not 
a  case  like  that  of  Isaac  Williams  and  Isaac  Williams, 
junior,  or  Charles  Turner  and  Charles  Turner,  ju- 
nior. In  these  two  cases  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion of  fact,  as  to  the  votes  being  given  for  one  and 
the  same  person,  decided  the  whole  contest ;  and  had 
the  question  there  been  made,  'Who  ought  to  have 
been  returned  ?  the  result  would  have  been  the  same. 
The  question,  Who  ought  to  be  the  sitting  member  T 
could  not  be  decided  without  determining,  in  the  same 
instant,  which  was  entitled  to  the  seat.  And,  in  the 
case  of  Kelly*  and  Harris,  it  does  not  appear  from  the 
record  of  proceedings  that  the  point  was  made. 

"  The  case  under  consideration  is  altogether  of  a 
difTercnt  character.  It  is  a  territorial  case,  not  likely 
to  occur  or  happen  under  any  Government  where  pub- 
lic opinion  has  its  proper  influence  ;  which  will  always 
correct  the  evil  and  enforce  the  remedy. 

"  The  question  here.  Who  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned ?  is  a  separate  and  distinct  question,  one  that 
can  be  decided  without  determining  or  touching  the 
main  question.  It  is  one  which  will,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  expected,  give  the  remedy.  It  is  a  question,  if  the 
returning  officer  erred,  What  ought  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  do  1  Will  not  the  immediate  Rep- 
resentatives of  a  free,  independent,  and  enlightened 
people,  whose  laws,  maxims,  and  practice  are  founded 
on  the  universal  and  unchangeable  principles  of  jtutice, 
correct  the  error,  and  place  the  party  in  the  situation 
be  ought  to  have  been  placed  under  the  law  ^  It  is 
simply  a  question  to  be  decided  from  the  abstracts  of 
votes  returned  into  the  Executive  office  according  to 
law." 

The  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  application 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted,  proceeded 
in  the  investigation.  The  sitting  delegate  objected 
against  the  poll  in  the  township  of  Maniteau,  in  the 
county  of  Howard,  because  the  votes  were  given  viva 
voce.  This  objection  was  not  supported  by  evidence, 
and  is  not  apparent  from  an  inspection  of  the  poll.  In 
the  township  of  St.  Charles,  in  the  county  of  St. 
Charles,  he  objected ; 

1.  That  the  votes  were  not  cast  up  and  arranged  by 
the  judges  ofthe  election  as  the  law  directs. 

3.  That  the  votes  were  not  counted. 

3.  That  the  same  magistrates  acted  as  judges  ofthe 
election,  and  as  ast^istants  to  the  clerk  in  making  his 
return. 

The  first  and  second  objections  were  altogether  un- 
supported by  evidence,  and  the  third  was  overruled  by 
the  committee.  The  election  law  does  not  prohibit 
judges  of  the  election  acting  as  assistants  to  the  clerk 
in  making  his  returns  to  the  Governor. 


•  In  this  case  it  is  probable  the  error  in  casting  up 
the  votes  did  not  appear  to  the  Governor,  or  was  not 
to  be  discovered  upon  the  face  ol'  the  abstracts  certi- 
fied to  him ;  if  so,  Harris  came  rightfully  by  the  cer- 
tificate. 
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In  the  townships  of  Saline  and  Big  river,  in  the 
county  of  St.  Genevieve,  he  objected  against  the  re- 
turns. In  the  first,  because  the  return  appears  blank, 
as  neither  the  judges  nor  the  clerk  signed  it ;  because 
it  is  otherwise  informal,  and  because  it  appears  to  have 
been  only  a  poll-book,  stating,  "  Easton  19,  Scott  14," 
without  designating  for  Delegate  to  Congress.  In 
Big  river  township,  because  it  is  not  certified  that  the 
clerks  were  sworn  ;  that  the  only  evidence  showing 
when  the  election  was  held  is  to  be  inferred  from  the 
date  ofthe  qualification  of  the  judges.  The  only  evi- 
dence  in  support  of  these  objections  was,  an  extra- 
official  note  or  memorandum  thereof,  made  by  the 
clerk  of  the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  on  the  abstracts 
•ent  by  him  to  the  Governor.  The  committee  con- 
sidered this  evidence  altogether  insufficient  to  estab- 
lish the  objections.  If  the  facU  existed,  as  alleged  bj 
the  sitting  Delegate,  they  might  have  been  proved  by 
the  official  copies  of  the  poll-books,  on  file  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk.  He  further  objected  against  the  poll  in 
the  township  of  St.  Michael,  in  the  same  county,  be- 
cause it  was  closed  at  two  instead  of  six  P.  M.  No 
proof  was  adduced  in  support  of  this  objection. 

In  the  township  of  Believue,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  he  objected  against  the  poll,  because  the 
votes  were  given  viva  voce,  and  because  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  election  administered  the  oath  of  office 
to  himself.  Neither  of  these  objections  were  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee. 

In  the  township  of  Concord,  in  the  same  county,  he 
objected  against  the  poll,  because  the  votes  were  not 
written  or  extended  at  length  in  the  return  of  the 
judges  of  the  election,  but  were  set  down  informally  ; 
and  because  the  votes  were  given  rtra  voce.  These 
objections  were,  in  the  opinion  ofthe  committee,  alto- 
gether unsupported  by  the  evidence. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  ob- 
jections made  by  the  petitioner.  In  the  township  of 
Cinq  Hummea,  in  the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  the 
petitioner  objected  against  the  poll — 

1.  Because  William  Tucker  was  appointed  a  judge 
of  the  election  by  Barnabas  Burns,  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  by  the  other  two  judges,  whereas,  by  law,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  justice  himself,  being  present,  to 
act  in  that  capacity. 

2.  Because  the  votes  were  not  cast  up  and  set  down 
in  writing,  as  the  law  directs,  but  stated  in  figures 

only. 

Both  these  objections  were  overruled  by  the  com- 
mittee. .\8  to  the  first,  for  aught  that  appears,  Mr. 
Justice  Burns  may  not  have  been  present  at  the  open- 
ing ofthe  election,  or,  if  present,  he  may  have  refused 
to  serve  as  a  judge,  although  he  had  the  power  of  act- 
ing in  that  capacity.  Tucker  having  been  appointed 
a  judge  by  nomination,  the  committee  presumed  that, 
in  the  words  of  the  law,  "there  was  no  person  present 
to  act  as  a  judge." 

The  •ecx)nd  objection  is  satisfactorily  proved.  By 
an  official  copy  of  the  original  poll-book,  certified  by 
the  county  clerk,  it  appears  that  the  return  is  stated, 
in  figures,  "  for  Kufus  Easton  16,  for  John  Scott  107." 
In  the  election  law,  it  is  enacted  that  "  the  number  of 
votes  given  to  each  person  shall  be  set  duwn  in  writ- 
ing at  the  foot  of  the  poll-book."  In  this  particular 
the  words  of  the  act  were  not  literally  complied  with, 
but  the  variance  relates  only  to  form  ;  no  ambiguity  is 
produced  thereby,  and,  as  far  as  the  committee  can 
discover,  no  injury  is  done  to  either  party. 

In  the  township  of  Breton,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, the  petitioner  objected  against  the  poll,  because 


John  Rice  Jones,  one  of  the  judges,  was  appointed  by 
the  other  two  judges,  when  the  place  ought  to  have 
been  filled  by  John  Brickey,  a  justice  ofthe  peace,  who 
was  present  at  tlie  election.  The  objection  was  over- 
ruled, for  the  reasons  stated  in  relation  to  the  first 
objection  made  to  the  poll  in  the  township  of  Ciny 
Hommes. 

In  the  township  of  German,  in  the  county  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  the  petitioner  objected  to  the  return — 1.  Be- 
cause the  clerks  ofthe  election  were  not  sworn  ;  2.  Be- 
cause there  is  no  certificate  of  the  clerk's  being  sworn 
prefixed  to  the  poll-book,  as  required  by  law. 

The  first  objection  was  not  supported  by  any  affirm- 
ative evidence ;  the  second  was  overruled  by  the  com- 
mittee. Although  the  certificate  is  not  made  accord- 
ing to  the  letter  of  the  law,  yet  a  majority  of  the 
committee  being  of  opinion,  from  inspecting  a  certified 
copy  of  the  original  poll,  that  the  clerks  were  m  fact 
sworn,  decided  against  rejecting  the  return. 

The  committee  having  disposed  of  the  objections 
above  mentioned,  an  apphcation  was  made  by  the  sit- 
ting Delegate  for  further  lime  to  procure  copies  of  the 
poll-l)Ook8  from  the  several  townships  in  the  counties 
of  St  Genevieve,  Cape  Girardeau,  New  Madrid,  Law- 
rence, and  .\rkan8a8,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that 
the  polls  in  the  several  townships  in  which  majorities 
had  been  given  for  the  petitioner  had  been  kept  in  an 
irregular  manner;  that  the  judges  in  the  township  of 
Tywapity  had  closed  the  polls  before  six  o'clock,  and 
that,  in  many  instances,  the  returns  were  defective 
upon  the  face  of  them. 

The  election  was  held  throughout  the  Territory  of 
Miss-juri  on  the  5th  day  of  August  last.  The  Gov- 
ernor  having  granted  to  the  sitting  Delegate  a  certifi- 
cate of  his  election,  the  petitioner,  on  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  served  upon  him  a  notice  of  his  intention 
of  contesting  his  election.  On  the  28lh  of  the  same 
month,  the  sitting  Delegate  notified  the  petitioner  of 
the  times  and  places  at  which  he  proposed  takmg  dep- 
Oiitions  to  support  his  election,  commencing  on  the 
12ih  October  last,  and  ending  on  the  14lh  February 
next.  Five  months  have  nearly  elapsed  since  the  elec- 
tion in  the  said  Territory,  and  more  than  three  since 
the  sitting  Delegate  was  notified  by  the  petitioner  that 
his  election  would  \ye  contested.  The  committee  were 
of  opinion  that  sufficient  time  had  been  allowed  to 
procure  copies  of  the  poll-books  from  every  township 
in  the  Territory,  and  that  the  application  ofthe  sitting 
Delegate  for  further  time  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
Thereupon,  it  was  contended  by  the  sitting  Delegate, 
that,  by  rejecting  the  votes  in  the  township  of  Cote 
Sanv  DeMein,  the  candidate  would  become  entitled  to  a 
seat  who  had  not  a  majority  of  voices  in  his  favor ;  and 
therefore  the  election  should  be  set  aside,  and  a  new 
one  ordered.  The  committee  did  not  concur  in  this 
opinion. 

Upon  a  view  of  the  whole  premises,  the  committee 
respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

kesolved.  That  John  Scott  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  House  as  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Resolved,  That  Rufus  Easton  u  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House  as  Delegate  from  the  said  Territory. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  Williams.  of-Norih  Carolina,  from  the 
select  cofnmittee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
deci!=ioDs  of  Richard  Biand  Let?,  Commissioner 
of  Claims  for  lost  property,  dtc,  made  a  report, 
siaiin*'.  that  the  great  mass  of  documents,  con- 
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ed  with  ;the  evidence  in  eight  hundred  deci- 
«,  renderMt  ino possible  lo  investigate  the  whole 
hem.  an'l  presuming  ihat  such  examination 
wv  not  coi|lemplated  by  the  House,  concluded 
I  '^ba  resolu5(ion  that  thecoramiiiee  bedischarged 
!  ff.<t>n  the  further  consideration  of  said  decisions. 
)q  the  qiiestion  of  concurring  wuh  the  com- 
tee  in  tijeir  report,  and  consequently  to  dis- 
rge  ihen'j  from  further  considt-ration  of  the 
jtct  referred  to  them,  a  warm  debate  ensued. 
^  character  nearly  the  same  as  that  heretofore 
orted  on  (his  subject,  which  coniinued  nearly 
r  aLbour  ;  a  t)rief  view  of  which  will  embrace  all 
'  ^9  points  aigued  or  urged  in  the  debate. 
J  .'¥,\r.  FoHsjvTH  rose  first  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
!  jS|i.     As  tl»e  committee  had  been  raised  to  in- 

•  ({x^re  generi^lly  into  the  decisions  of  the  Commis- 
j  sijner  he   tjioughl  they  ought   to   perform  t^heir 

•  d"i|4y  and  rehort  some  opinion  to  the  House.  Such 
i  %tt  investigation  was  highly  necessary,  as  he 
I  li^ught  It  l|ad  been  clearly  established  that  the 

("4 raraissiorier  had  departed  widely  from  correct- 
hS  in  his  (decisions  ;  he  wished  not  to  do  injus- 
to  that  ()fficer.  but  he  believed  he  had  grossly 
}ed — the  report  of  the  Commissioner  himself 
ived  it,  Bi-  it  was  apparent  that  be  had  subsii- 
led  his  o^u  idea  of  justice  for  the  letter  of  the 
1^.  and  he^iad  no  notion  this  inquiry  should  be 
I  siT)ihered  ijnder  a  mass  of  papers;  the  labor 
uld  be  le^ts  gigantic  than  the  committee  seemed 
k  It.  sfnd  the  subject  ought  to  be  ihorough- 
ed  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation, 
r.  Fletcher,  of  Kentucky,  would  vote  for 
report  from  a  conviction  that  it  was  right, 
far  as  h<;  was  acquainted  with  the  decisions 
the  Cuniinissioner.  he  had  acted  properly,  and 
guarded  the  public  treasure  vigilantly.  Mr. 
had  him,.elf  brought  on  several  claims,  some 
which  tine  Commissioner  had  rejected,  which 
.  F.  thought  ought  to  have  passed.  The  pri- 
I  MHe  charaqjer  of  Mr.  Lee  he  had  never  heard 
I  it^eached.S  Why  urge  the  committee  to  wade 
I  tjiough  eight  hundred  decisions?  It  was  cora- 
I  p;*tDi  for  tlje  House  to  regulate  the  ninth  section 
j"  t>*lhe  act,  Ijpt  if  the  law  be  suspended  it  would 
r  arjiount  to  «;denial  of  justice. 

^Mr.  MiLLji  was  also  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the 

ort,  whicjh  he  defended  at  some  length.     For 

,    ™,at  purpc<e  should    the  cotnmittee    undertake 

\\  IR-  Hercuit^n  task  urged  upon  them  by  the  gen- 

tXfman  fronj  Georgia  ?     Many  of  the  cases  would 

giy  requife  three  days  for  a  proper  examina- 

in  ;  and  \\ias  this  to  be  done,  to  ascertain  whe- 

r  this  po'Jr  Commissioner  had  transcended  his 

wers    in  <ases  where    no  error   was  alleged  ? 

fore  this  Vommitiee  was  appointed,  the  subject 

d  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims — 

u  Jit  commijtee  had  examined  the  most  important 

^  '  lers,  and<reporied  on  certain  cases  which  had 

own  ligtft  on  the  subject,  and  had  anticipated 

select  fiommittee,  and   this  rendered  further 

uiry  usere.'-s,  dec.     Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the  rep- 

led  dec'siunsof  the  Commissioner,  and  argued 

show  thrH  rumor  had  done  him  injustice,  and 

t  his  proI>-eediDgs  had  not  been  so  erruoeous  as 

s  tepreseiited. 


It 


Mr.  Williams  followed  in  favor  of  the  report, 
andof  discbargingthe  committee  from  thesubject. 
it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  things  ihat  the  com- 
mittee could,  consistently  with  their  other  t'uties, 
lake  up  one  bv  one  the  mass  of  cases  and  decide 
on  them  ;  nor  would  any  good  result  to  the  House 
or  the  nation  from  it,  if  they  even  possessed  the 
strength  to  do  it,  as  it  would  be  reporting  what 
had  been  already  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  This  business  had  been  involved  in  much 
perplexity  by  the  creation  of  two  committees  oa 
nearly  the  same  subject — he  would  not  say  the 
other  had  gone  out  of  its  province,  but  it  had  re- 
lieved the  select  committee  from  much  labor. 
Mr.  W.  repealed,  he  could  not  see  any  good  ia 
further  considering  what  had  already  been  brought 
before  the  House  by  another  committee,  and,  if 
they  were  to  come  lo  different  conclusions,  how 
would  it  appear  to  have  two  committees  arrayed 
against  each  other  ? 

Mr.  HuLBERT  thought  It  proper  the  committee 
should  be  discharsred  from  the  further  considera- 
tion.  because  there  was  no  necessity  for  their 
going  through  the  seven  hundred  horse  cases, and 
it  would  give  the  House  no  information  to  have 
another  report  on  the  three  cases  so  specially 
brought  beiore  them  already.  He  had  sufficient 
evidence  that  gross  misconduct  had  taken  place — 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  interfere,  and  he 
wished  no  further  report  to  make  up  his  mind. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  in  reply,  that  this  business 
had  not  been  voluntarily  thrown  on  the  select 
committee.  It  had  been  solicited  by  genilemea 
who  now  thought  it  unnecessary,  but  tbey  ought 
not  to  shrink  from  a  duty  tbey  had  asked  to  be 
imposed  on  them.  It  was  incorrect  that  the  same 
subject  was  referred  to  two  committees — the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  law,  and  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  the  man — this  committee  say  the  Commission- 
er had  acted  erroneously,  but  do  not  say  whether 
intentionally  or  not;  it  was  their  duty  to  report 
on  this  point,  and  say  whether  there  was  evidence 
of  corruption,  dec. 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 
The  duty  of  the  committee  had  been  correctly 
stated,  he  said,  by  Mr.  Forsyth — though  he  him- 
self had  no  doubt  of  the  integrity  of  the  Commis- 
sioner. Mr.  R.  argued  at  some  length  to  show 
tliat  it  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  officer; 
which  had  already  suffered  much  by  the  course 
of  the  discussions  on  this  subject,  as  well  a?  to 
the  House  and  the  nation,  to  show  whether  his 
imputed  errors  were  unintentional  or  corrupt  ;  if 
the  former,  that  his  fame  should  be  freed  from 
the  insinuations  made  against  him,  and  if  the 
latter,  that  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  proceed 
in  deciding  on  claims  so  important  as  were  yet  to 
be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Ross's  motion  lo  lay  the  report  on  the  ' 
table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Wilde  spoke  against  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port, because  he  was  always  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittees and  the  members  of  the  House  perform- 
ing their  duty  strictly  and  faithfully.  Mr.  W. 
referred  to  the  suspension  of  a  part  of  the  law 
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by  ihe  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  the 
proposition  now  pending  to  repeal  it;  and  thought 
It  wa?  first  pri)per  to  ascertain  whether  the  fault 
was  in  the  law.  or  in  its  administration.  He  did 
not  wish  the  Commissioner  to  be  legislated  out 
of  office  unless  he  was  corrupt,  and  for  that  rea- 
son he  wished  his  conduct  to  be  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated by  the  committee  appointed  to  per- 
form that  duty. 

After  some  additional  remarks  and  rejoinders 
by  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Mills,  and  Williams,  and 
some  remarks  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Maclay,  the  ques- 
tion, on  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  was  taken,  and  carried  without  a  di- 

▼i>ion. 

The  documents  were  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Grosve.nor,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole, 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 
The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  making  compensation  for  property  lost, 
dec.  during  the  late  war— Mr.  Johnson's  amend- 
ment being  still  under  consideration. 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  resumed  by 
Mr.  Wright,  and  continued  until  the  House  ad- 
journed, but  which  can  only  be  given  here  in  a 
summary  view. 

Mr.  Wright  rose    in   opposition  to  the  report 
of  the  Committee   of  Claims,    the    adoption    of 
which  would  be  outrageously  unjust  to  the  Com- 
missioner, who  would   be  the  victim  of  clamor, 
which  It  was  always  easy  to  raise,  an  instance  of 
which  he  cited   in  the  clamor  against  the  Chief 
Justice   of  the   United   States,  respecting  his  de- 
cision in  the  case  of   Aaron   Burr,  when  the  in- 
quiry was   instituted    whether  it  was  in  the  law 
or  the  administration  of  it,  that  the  accused  es- 
caped  punishment;  and  yet   we  all   know,  said 
Mr.  W.,  how  fair  the   character  of  that  exalted 
officer  now  stands.     He  believed   no   man  could 
have   walked   with  more  caution  than   Mr.  Lee 
had  in   performing  his  duty,  which  opinion   he 
justified  by  a   review  from   the   Commissioner's 
report  of  his   proceedings,  and    his  efforts  to  act 
properly  in  fulfilling  his  trust  ;  and  he  called  on 
the  House  to  examine  that  conduct  as  here  de- 
veloped, and  they  would   have   reason   to  esteem 
and  respect  the  officer.     He  a>ked   gentlemen  if 
they,  if  any  man,  could  proceed  more  earnestly 
in  search  of  light  to  guide  them  to  a  correct  con- 
struction of  the  law  and  its  correct  administra- 
tion.    He  had  manifested    the  greatest  delibera- 
tion, and  after  seeking  advice  ot  those  who  were 
authorized   to   give   it,    he   received  directions  to 
act  precisely  as   he   had  acted.     Mr.  W.  also  re 
ferred  successively   and    particularly  to   the  cir- 
cumstances of  the   three  cases   reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  urged   as  the  most 
objectionable,  and  justified   them   as   legal   and 
proper,  from   the  nature  of  the  claims  and  the 
evidence   adduced,  and  i  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Commi>sioner  had,  in  these  cases,  done  what  he 
ought  to  have  dune,  and  had  done  nothing  which 
he  ought  not  to  have  done;  but  even  admitting 


error  in  his  decisions,  it  was  the  error  of  the 
Government,  not  of  the  Commissioner  ;  that  it 
was  admitted  he  had  correctly  decided  in  near 
eight  hundred  decisions,  and  only  three  were 
thought  erroneous,  dec.  Of  the  law  officer  of 
the  Government  he  had  sought  advice  in  con- 
struing the  law,  by  whom  it  was  refused  ;  then  of 
the  Executive,  by  whom  after  two  monlhb' delay, 
he  had  been  instructed  to  proceed  exactly  as  he 
had  done.  Touching  the  cases  which  had  been 
suspended,  Mr.  W.  was  of  opinion  that  we  ought 
to  take  example  from  the  enemy,  and  pay  all 
losses  incurred  by  the  war,  and  that  sufferings 
sustained  in  a  common  cause,  ought  to  be  borne 
equally  by  the  nation.  On  the  question  before 
the  House,  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  pre- 
vail, and  that  in  a  business  so  important  two 
additional  Commissioners  might  be  appointed. 
Mr.  W.  illustrated  his  opinions  by  various  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  laws  of  nations,  our  own 
laws,  dec.  Mr.  W.  concluded  his  speech  a  little 
after  four  o'clock,  when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned    until  Thurs- 
day next. 


Thcrsday,  January  2,  1817. 
Another   member,  to  wit:    from   the   State  of 
Virginia,  John  G.  Jackson,  appeared   and  took 
his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina.  Stephen  D.  Miller,  in  the  room 
of  William  Mayrant,  resigned,  appeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Landon  Carter."  reported  the  same 
with  amendments,  and  the  bill  and  amendments 
were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  it 
was  ordered  that,  in  the  discussion  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  petition  of 
Rufus  Easton,  contesting  the  right  of  Mr.  Scott, 
(silling  Delegate  from  Missouri,)  Mr.  Easton 
shall  be  allowed  a  seat  at  the  bar  of  the  House  in 
support  of  his  petition. 

Mr.  LowNDLs  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to 
satisty  the  claims  of  the  Iriendly  Creek  Indians, 
whose  properly  was  plundered  by  the  hostile 
Creek  Indians,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction 
of  their  property  by  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  L.  stated  the  grounds  on  which  this  motion 
was  founded  to  be.  that  an  expectation  had  been 
held  out  to  them,  during  the  negotiation  of  a 
treaty  with  them,  that  such  allowance  would  be 
made;  which  intimation  had  been  a  strong  in- 
ducement to  them  to  sign  the  treaty  between  them 
and  ihe  United  Stales,  which  has  since  become 
the  law  of  the  land. 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Haslett  was 
I  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
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RE^flSSION  OF  DUTIES. 
r*».  LowNDis  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
C'ir  Sandetl  and  Manuel   Judah,  which   was 
I'eay'and  orde.ed  to  lie  on  the  table.     The  report 
h  ;k|kToIlows:  ■ 

s  '^V'}  >*  i*  ^h^  object  of  the  petition  to  procure  a 
reDjftjion  or  rejwyment  of  duties  which  the  petitioners 
^av0i-ither  secv'red  or  paid  to  the  Government  on  ac- 
Jof  gpiriu  (Rstilled  within  the  United  States.  The 
,d  of  their  claim  is  the  destruction  of  these  *rti- 

<jie«5y  fi''^- 

TP.'  principle  involved  in  this  claim  will  probably 
mat|  -jally  aflfecc  the  decision  of  many  petitions  which 
h»v,  been  referred  to  the  committee,  and  they  have 
siup^iied  that  ihis  consideration  required  that  they 
-»'"-^  examine^ the  subject  with  the  utmost  attention, 
^ould  excii^se  them  for  explaining  their  views  of 
fully  ii>  their  report  than  they  have  usually 
n  cases  of  private  petitions. 
£  duties  ill  question,  like  all  indirect  taxes,  are 
^ered  by  t]Je  petitioners  as  intended  to  fall  upon 
^^■mption.  Though  paid  upon  the  importation  or 
n-ai^facture  ofhhe  article,  they  are  designed  only  to 
apefts  as  deductions  from  the  income  of  the  last  pur- 
cl.a.,^— the  coi.'.umer.  But,  where  the  article  is  de- 
8iro*id,  to  mako  him  pay  the  whole  who  it  was  not 
CftlctVited  either  by  the  Government  or  himself  should 
I*yf?y  part,  sewms  the  more  unreasonable,  as  the  loss 
Btakj^  an  openipg  in  the  market  for  the  same  article ; 
kt  the  Gov;rnment,  without  injury  to  the  mer- 
_  may  receive  its  fair  contribution,  proportioned 
.conHumptfon  and  resources  of  the  country,  and 
[to  what  11  would  have  been  if  the  first  article 
yt  been  destroyed. 

are  the  .arguments  which  may  be  employed 
rr  of  the  relief  which  is  asked.  The  committee 
iHCi  jiat  in  mai/v  cases  such  relief  cannot  be  denied 
Wjth^t  much  piin,  but  they  think  it  cannot  be  granted 
w^th^T  it  imprude*ice. 

'Itfjnot  denie^  that  there  would  be  some  advantage 
inso^ying  the  d,ty  upon  consumable  articles  thatGov- 
v^rn,  frnt  should  Receive  iu  contribution,  where  he  who 
b^iys,  ^r  consum,,tion  makea  his  purchase.  The  duly 
1  in  this  wi,y  add  less  to  the  price  of  the  article, 
tthing  to  t^e  risk  of  mercantile  operations.  But 
Y  be  enforrfed  only  by  a  system  of  excise  so  rig- 
jinJ  extensive  that  our  attachment  to  civil  liberty 
'make  us  rrject  it,  independently  of  the  difficul- 
Iiich  the  sparse  population  of  the  country  would 
\  to  lU  execution.  Duties,  then,  upon  consuma- 
Icles  must  be  impo«?<l  upon  their  importation  or 
J.cture.  ami  the  holder  of  them,  upon  paying  the 
diity^inds  their  falue  as  really  enhanced  as  it  would 
be-  bv  jiy  equaJ  «/tpenditure  tor  their  security  or  trans- 
porU|p)n.  Is  It  anjust  that  his  whole  property  in  the 
anic*|  when  enijanced  in  value,  should  be  liable  to 
Ihp  sljio  danger,  that  it  was  before  ;  that  the  money 
pawl  l^r  its  pure]  ase.  or  for  the  duly  upon  it,  should 
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rerenue  u  a  rigofOM  •yatem  of  excite  could  alone 
repress. 

If,  indeed,  the  destruction  of  any  article  of  merchan- 
dise in  possession  of  the  importer  or  manufacturer  on 
which  duty  has  been  paid,  gives  to  him  a  claim  to  its 
repayment,  every  purchaser  of  similar  merchandise  for 
consumption  or  speculation,  having  paid  the  same 
duty  in  the  shape  of  an  enhanced  price  of  the  article, 
has  the  same  substantial  claim  upon  the  justice  of  the 
Government. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  Congress  have  hith- 
erto shown  great  unwillingness  to  relax  the  rule,  the 
necessity  of  which  the  committee  have  endeavored  to 
support.  .Applications  of  the  same  nature  as  that 
which  is  the  subject  of  thia  report  have  probably  been 
numerous  in  every  session.  But  a  few  instancea  of 
the  remission  of  tonnage  duty  where  foreign  vessels 
have  been  forced  into  our  ports;  two  cases  of  remis- 
sion of  duties  on  the  ground  of  peculiar  misfortune*; 
a  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
remit  unequal  duties  payable  under  a  law  which  the 
same  act  suspended  ;  and  the  remission  of  duties  on 
tea  m  the  custody  (as  the  act  expreaws  it)  of  the  Got- 
ernment;— these  are  the  only  caaea  known  to  the 
committee  in  which  the  Government  has  remitted  the 
duties  which  have  accrued  to  it. 

In  a  few  instances,  a  prolongation  of  the  credit  upon 
revenue  bonds  haa  been  accorded  in  cases  of  general 
calamity. 

The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

A.MERIUAN  FLAG. 
Mr.  Wendover  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  flag  of  the  United  Slates,  made  a  detailed  re- 
port, which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  W.  reported  a 
bill  to  alter  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency  of  altering  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  maturely  examined  the  subject  sub- 
mitted for  their  consideration,  and  are  well  aware  that 
any  proposition  essentially  to  alter  the  flag  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  in  its  general  form  or  in  the  distri- 
bution of  Its  parts,  would  be  as  unaccepUbie  to  the 
Legislature  and  to  the  people,  as  it  would  be  uncon- 
genial With  the  views  of  the  committee. 

Fully  persuaded  that  the  form  selected  for  the  Amer- 
ican flag  was  truly  emblematical  of  our  origin  and 
existence  as  an  independent  nation,  and  that,  as  such. 
It  has  received  the  approbation  and  support  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Union,  It  ought  to  undergo  no  change  that 
would  decrease  ila  conspicuity,  or  tend  to  deprive  it  of 


be^  8|f  ificed    eitAer   by  the  want  of  vigilance  which  I  lU  representative  character.     The  committee  however 
m4,hg.ave  prevented  lU    oss,  or  of  prudence  which  i  beheve  that  a  change  in  the  nule    oT  StatJsTthe 
hfi.ave  securd  the  indemnity  which  the  practice  |  Union   sufficiently  indicates  the    DrourLtv  oTsuch  a 
anceatror.ls;     The  owner  of  the  article  has  its     change   in   the  ar^ment  of  ,hrfl^"7//jyts' 
o^  nH'  "^/'«P<:!'/'""- ^h«  power  of  insuring  it.    The     accord  with  the  reains  that    ed  to iu  ad.pti^n  tld 
hTo^?r.  1°  "    .U'"''  '^"'  '^"f ;"  '?  '^'  ^"'^^^•'^'^  i  sufficiently  point  to  important  ^riods  of  our  C^^r 

-L3  l.t-T'r   T."  ^''^f'    ""    '"J"«t'^«°f'hirteen  stripes  and  thirteen  stars,  and  was  adLS 

i  tS'enc'r.  ,  '^     K      '       "^*"^"  '.'  "'  '^'  ^"-    ^^  *  re«,lut,on  of  the  Continenul  Congress,  on   the 

•^  c^encourag.ag  such   extensive  frauds  upon  the     14th  June,  1777.     On  the   13th  January,  1794,  a£r 


January,  1817. 
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two  new  States  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  the 

National  Legislature  passed  an  act  that  the  stripes  and 
stars  should,  on  a  day  fixed,  be  increased  to  fifteen 
each,  to  comport  with  the  then  number  of  independent 
States.  The  accession  of  new  Sutes  since  that  altera- 
tion, and  the  cerUin  propect  that  at  no  distant  period 
the  number  of  States  will  be  considerably  multiplied, 
render  it,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  highly  inex- 
pedient to  increase  the  number  of  stripes,  as  every  flag 
must  in  some  measure  he  limited  in  its  siie  from  the 
circumstance  of  convenience  to  the  place  on  which  it 
is  to  be  displayed,  while  such  an  increase  would  neces- 
sarily decrease  their  magnitude,  and  render  them  pro- 
portionably  less  distinct  to  distant  observation.  This 
consideration  has  induced  many  to  reUin  only  the 
general  form  of  the  flag,  while  there  actually  exisU  a 
great  want  of  uniformity  in  iU  adjustment,  particu- 
larly when  used  on  small  private  vessels. 

The  national  flag  being  in  general  use  by  vessels  of 
almost  every  deacnption,  it  appears  to  the  committee 
of  considerable  importance  to  adopt  some  arrangement 
calculated  to  prevent,  in  future,  great  or  extensive 
alterations.  Under  these  impressions,  they  are  led  to 
believe  no  alteration  could  be  made  more  emblematical 
of  our  origin  and  present  existence,  as  composed  of  a 
number  of  independent  and  united  States,  than  to 
reduce  the  stripes  to  the  original  thirteen,  represent- 
ing the  number  of  States  then  contending  for  and  hap- 
pily achieving  their  independence — and  to  increaae 
the  stars  to  correspond  with  the  number  of  States  now 
in  the  Union — and  hereafter  to  add  one  star  to  the 
flag  whenever  a  new  Sute  shall  be  fully  admitted. 

These  slight  alterations  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  meet  the  general  approbation  as  well  of 
tho^e  who  may  have  regretted  a  former  departure  from 
the  original  flag  and  such  as  arc  solicitous  to  see  in  it 
a  representation  of  every  State  in  the  Union. 

The  committee  cannot  believe,  that  in  retaining  only 
thirteen  stripes,  it  necessarily  follows  they  should  be 
distinctly  considered  in  reference  to  certain  individual 
States,  inasmuch  as  nearly  all  the  new  States  were  a 
component  part  of  and  represented  in  the  original 
States,  and  inasmuch  also  as  the  flag  is  intended  to 
signify  numbers,  and  not  local  and  particular  sections 
of  the  Union. 

JUDGE  TOULMIN. 

The  Speaker  offered  to  the  House  certain  doc- 
uments, transmitted  to  him  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  embracing  charges  of 
official  misconduct  in  Harry  Toulmm.  one  of  the 
judges  of  that  Territory.  There  accompanied 
the  papers  no  memorial  or  petition,  asking  the 
atleniiun  of  Congress  to  the  subject ;  but  simply 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis,  to  the  Speaker,  request- 
ing him  to  lay  the  papers  before  the  House,  and 
staling  his  ability  to  substantiate  the  allegations 
against  Judge  Toulmin,  which  papers,  the  Spea- 
ker, as  he  was  bound  to  do  by  its  rules,  laid 
before  the  Hou>c. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  objected  to  receiving  the  pa- 
pers in  the  shape  in  which  they  were  offered  to 
the  House,  not  wishing  to  give  to  any  unknown 
and  irresponsible  individual  a  chance  cf  throw- 
ing into  the  House  whatever  calumny  he  might 
choose  against  a  public  officer. 

Mr.  Randolph  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
papers  offered,  and   proceeded  tu  declare  his  dis- 


sent from  the  objection  made  by  Mr.  Gbosvenor. 
Mr.  R.  was  ignorant  of  the  parties;  the  charges 
might  be  a  calumny.  Such  was  ihe  prevalence 
of  slander,  that,  on  the  first  blush  of  an  accusa- 
tion against  the  character  of  a  respectable  citizen, 
It  was  believed  a  slander.  He  meant  not  lo  be 
the  exhorter  or  the  instructer  of  the  House,  or  to 
reprove  its  neglect!*;  but  the  relation  in  which 
the  House  stood  to  the  community,  it  had  no 
right  to  disregard,  and  thai  relation  gave  every 
citizen  a  right  lo  be  heard.  This  House,  like  the 
English  House  of  Commons,  had  been  called  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation.  What,  he  asked, 
would  be  said  of  a  grand  jury  who  should  re- 
ceive an  information  of  this  kind,  and  because  it 
was  presented  by  this  or  that  man.  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it?  They  might  know  the 
accused  to  be  an  upright  man,  and  ihe  accuser  to 
be  a  madman  ;  in  that  light  they  might  disre- 
gard it;  but  in  this  case  he  knew  neither  the 
complainant  nor  the  citizen  complained  of,  and 
he  thought  the  interest  of  the  individual,  as  well 
as  the  respect  due  to  our  courts  of  justice,  re- 
quired that  the  subject  should  be  inquired  into. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  see  this  House,  from  su- 
pineness  or  indifference,  pass  by  a  formal  com- 
plaint from  a  citizen  against  a  public  officer,  and 
should  consider  it  a  must  inauspicious  sign  of  the 
times.  Among  kings,  he  was  considered  as  per- 
forming well  who  never  shut  his  ears  lo  the  com- 
plaints of  his  subjects — and  ours,  Mr.  R.  said, 
should  not  be  closed  against  the  meanest  citizen. 

The  papers  were  then  read. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  having  been  fin- 
ished, a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Grosvenor, 
that  Mr.  Lewis  should  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  papers.  This  motion  was  superseded  by  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Webster  to  refer  the  papers  lo 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  this  question  there  arose  a  desultory  debate, 
which  occupied  three  hours,  the  importance  of 
which  does  not  appear  to  require  its  being  re- 
ported at  length,  A  brief  summary  of  the  course 
of  the  debate  wilt  afford  sufficient  information  of 
the  principal  points  it  involved. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  commenced  the  discussion  br 
condemning  the  serious  reception  of  a  memorial, 
which  bore  on  the  face  of  it  marks  of  prejudice 
and  passion,  and  neither  supported  by  such  evi- 
dence as  entitled  it  to  the  respect  of  the  House, 
Qor  by  the  avouchmeoi  of  auy  member  lo  the 
probable  truth  of  its  contents,  or  to  the  character 
of  the  memorialist.  Under  such  circumstances, 
to  refer  the  papers  would  subject  liie  House  to 
daily  imposition  from  every  vagabond  who  had 
malice  and  wit  enough  to  string  together  accusa- 
tions of  a  criminal  nature  against  any  officer  of 
the  Government,  no  matter  how  elevated  his 
siatioD. 

Mr.  Randolph  took  a  widely  difl^erent  view  of 
the  subject.  He  considered  the  right  of  petitioo 
to  be  proposed  to  be  invaded  by  the  objections 
taken  by  Mr.  Grosvenor  to  acting  on  those 
papers.  Of  the  character  of  the  memorialist  he 
knew  nothing,  nor  was  it  material,  he  contended, 
on  the  question  of  mstituting  an  inquiry  into  the 
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^iuct  of  a;publ.c  ofhcer.     In  support  of  which  [  his  Tiews  of  the  right  of  petition,  and  of  hariciff 
r.ne  he  'dduced  various  illusiraiion.,  drawn  ;  petitions  examined,  and  supported  the  proposit  o? 
ii  the  pnvo^icc  before  grand  juries  of  finding    for  a  reference  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Southard  followed  on  the  same  side.  He 
thought  such  high  charges  advanced,  sorne  of 
them  under  oath,  ought  not  to  be  disregarded  br 


|b»;/<  on  exp^rte  information,  and  on  the  accusa- 
•ti«B  of  profe-^sed  informers,  the  most  despicable 
'ol^he  human   race.     In  this  country,  he  argued, 


.       ,      ,   :     .    \ ---".  T,  "^  a-gu'Tu,     luciu  uuuer  uam,  ougni  not  10  De  disregarded   bv 

y  ind.v.c^al  had  the  same  right  as  Mr.  Jef- 1  the  House ;  for,  if  one-fourth  of  them  were  true 

111.   (late    T'residenl    I   whn  in    hi«   r>nmmiinin-i.  .   iko.,   .  (T,-..,!...!  .. I  . 1    r  .  I 


in,  (late  ^President.)  who  in  his  communica- 
10  Congres.s,  afier  Burr's  trial,  had  recom- 
ded  to  pongress  to  inquire  whether  the 
dfirjct  was  ir:ihe  evidence,  in  the  law,  or  in  the 
■  ac^  mist  rat  10*1  of  the  law — a  recommendation  a:> 
retarded  the  4atter.  which,  Mr.  R.  said,  any  other 
imeKjber  o{  satiety  had  the  same  right  to  make  as 
(the'  President.  Mr.  R.  opposed  Mr.  Grosve- 
I'^'g'^  general  view  of  the  modifications  and  lim- 
iitSN^on  of  ihfc  right  of  petition,  and  adduced  illus- 
|tr.^ons  froni  British  Parliamentary  history  to 
■shtfv  the  saru;tity  of  the  right  of  petition,  accord- 

•  in|r*to  the  pi^actice  of  that    body,  «tc.     Some  of 

•  theicharges  40  this  memorial  were  of  a  serious 
jBa^ire.  and  -usceptilde  of  eary  proof  or  refuta- 
jtiotj:  and  lie ''vas  clearly  in  favor  of  giving  a  due 
J«xjrtninalion  ,0  the  subject. 

•  Kgr.  Web8T€r  supported  the  general  view  taken 
iby^r.  RANO.^LPH.and  urged  the  reference  of  the 
•^''-rs  as  contaiDino-  serious  matter   of  inquiry 


T^Pi' 


4i  ^i»s  sufl5ciejit  to  secure  attention  by  the  House 
|o  n^petition,  t^jat  it  was  respectful  in  its  terms  to 
jheWouse,  ant!  decent  in  the  subject-matter.  Mr. 
Wj  Referred,  ajso,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of 
Coifcmons,  iQi)  as  a  strong  illustration  introduced 
theijase  of  a  ierson  (a  member  of  the  House  of 
il^ovjrnons.  inched,  but  that  did  not  change  the 
f>rii^iple)  wh  I  came  from  the  pillory  to  that 
Hoj^e,  and  w.js  heard  on  an  accusation  a^^ainst 
ihejt-hief  Justice.  ° 

j  J|J.  McKee  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of 
^heff  papers  0^  the  ground  that  a  similar  accusa- 
toi^Jiirelerred'in  1810  against  Judge  Toulmin, 
J»ad(^)een  four,d  to  be  frivolous;  and  such,  he 
^°?>*^'!  there  Was  a  presumption  amounting  al- 
i*ioii  to  certaijity.  was  ibe  fact   m   the  present 

'  ^-  GrosveIjoh  again  took  the  floor  against 
l|)e(p-lerence,  \n  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  on  the 
r)gl^()J  petitiu|n,  which  he  would  be  the  last  to 
(*en -J  but  the  tight  of  petition  did  not  embrace 
at  o^igation  C(i  the  House  to  examine  any  char<»e 
aj^at;»»t  public  'ifficers.  which  malice  or  petulance 
njigL  dictate.  'He  referred  to  the  various  charges 
rjiaiij  and  iofe*red  from  the  face  of  the  memorial 


v|hi|i^  in  Keniqcky,  and  so  far  as  he  had  since 
h;'ar>of  him,  vOas  >uch  as  to  forbid  the  belief  that 
''je'jS^ss  any  >round  for  the  accusation  against 
h|ml:|in  which*  conviction  he  was  confirmed  by 
tlje  Istorniatioti  given  by  Mr.  McKee.  that  this 
»^srt)t  the  firji  time  the  same  person  had  ira- 
Pjacjjd  the  cortduct  of  the  judge.  He  was  there- 
fiire^^iposed  to  A  reference  of  the  papers. 
r-Mi-j Randolph  again,  at  some  length,  explained 


they  afforded  ample  ground  for  impeachment  of 
the  judge.  The  subject  ought  at  least  to  be  ex- 
amined. 

Mr.  Wilde  opposed  the  reference  of  the  pa- 
pers, on  the  i:round  of  his  total  disbelief  in  the 
statements  of  the  memorialist.  In  allusion  to  the 
probability  that  the  charges  flowed  from  a  spirit 
of  animosity  to  Judge  Toulmin  on  account  of  his 
official  conduct,  Mr.  W.  thought  it  very  probable 
the  fact  way  so;  f.r,  said  he, 

What  ro^ue  e'er  felt  the  hilter  draw, 

With  good  opinion  of  the  law  ! 

The  absence  of  evidence,  so   easily   to   have 

been  obtained  if  the  charges  had  been  true,  was 

a  strong  reason   with   Mr.   W.  for   disbelievinz 

them.  ® 

Mr.  Robertscn  made  some  forcible  remarks 
in  favor  of  the  inquiry.    He  gave  to  the  character 
ol   Judge  Tuulmin,  as  an   intelligent  judge  and 
good  citizen,  us  due  praise.     The  Judge  lived  in 
a  country  divided  1010  virulent  factions;  he  had 
many  enemies,  many  friends.     The  estimation  in 
which    the   mass  of  the    people    held    hira,   was 
proved  by  his  being  deputed  by  them  to  this  city, 
whither   he   was   now  on  his  way,  to  represent 
their  views  respecting  the  erection  of  the  Terri- 
tory  into  a  Slate.     On    the  other   hand.  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  knew  nothing  of  Mr.  Lewis,  but  from 
repeated    letters    to    hira   on   the  subject,   which 
proved  that   those  charges  were   not   ot   sudden 
creation,  but  long  meditated.    Making  it  a  rule  to 
answer  all  letters  addressed  to  him,  Mr.  R.  said, 
he  had    referred  Mr.  Lewis  to  Congress,  as   the 
proper  body  to  redress  his  supposed   grievances. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  thought  it  due  to  Mr.  Lewis,  but 
more   due    to   Judge   Toulmin,   that    an    inquiry 
should  take  place,  and  put  an  end  at  once   to  all 
doubts  which  any  man  may  entertain  on  the  sub- 
ject.    He  should,  therefore,  with  a  sincere  dispo- 
sition to  do  justice  to  Judge  Toulmin,  cheerfully 
vote  for  the  reference  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  stated  his  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Lewis's  family  in  North  Carolina,  as  being  re- 
spectable, <fcc.,  and  said  he  had  frequently  heard 
before  of  Mr.  Lewis's  complaints  against  Judge 
Toulmin. 

The  question  on  reference  of  the  papers  to  the 
Judiciary  Comnaiiiee  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


Friday,  January  3. 

Mr.  Herbert,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  a  court-house,  and  public  offices, 
within  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
ol  Columbia,  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Oq  moiioo  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
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the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  making  an  additional  judicial  dis- 
trict in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, to  be  composed  of  the  counties  of  Washing- 
ton, Clark,  and  Monroe,  together  with  such  other 
counties  as  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  may 
lay  off  between  the  rivers  Tennessee  and  Ala- 
bama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  modifying  the  act.  passed  at 
the  last  .session  of  Congress,  entitled  '"An  act 
making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war  and  for  other  purposes."  as 
to  extend  the  time  in  which  guardians  of  the 
minor  children  of  deceased  soldiers  may  relinquish 
the  bounty  land  and  claim  the  half  pay,  as  [)ro- 
Tided  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Parris,  in  offering  the  above  resolution 
for  consideration,  observed,  that,  by  adverting  to 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
authorizing  the  guardians  of  the  minor  children 
of  deceased  soldiers  to  relinquish  their  claim  to 
the  bounty  laud,  and  receive  in  lieu  thereof  half 
pay  for  five  years,  it  would  l>e  perceived  that  un- 
less such  reiinquishraent  was  made  previous  to 
the  16ih  ot  April  next,  the  heirs  would  be  forever 
barred  from  accepting  the  benefit  of  that  act.  He 
bad  no  doubt  that  there  were  many  suffering  fami- 
lies of  the  deceased  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  to 
whom  the  provisions  of  the  becond  section  of  that 
act  had  never  been  made  known  ;  many  orphans 
who  were  yet  ignorant  of  the  provisions  which 
were  the  last  session  made  for  their  relief.  He 
had  no  doubt  but  the  same  disposition  which  was 
manilested  m  passing  the  act,  would  induce  the 
House  to  extend  its  provisions,  that  the  destitute 
families  of  the  soldiers  who  had  died  in  our  ser- 
vice might  tind  some  small  relief  in  our  munifi- 
cence. He  in  fact  had  good  reason  to  believe 
that,  in  the  remote  section  of  the  Union  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  an  extension  of 
the  time  would  be  particularly  desirable,  as  there 
were  many  who  had  not  availed  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  before 
alluded  to,  that  he  was  certain  would  have  done 
it  long  since,  had  they  been  informed  of  its  ex- 
istence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clendennin,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  causinc^ 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  non-coramissioned 
officers,  musicians  and  j)rivates  of  militia  and 
volunteers,  who  died  in  the  service  ot  the  Uni- 
ted States  previous  to  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1812,  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll  at  the 
same  rate  as  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  above 
described  corps,  who  died  subsequently  to  the 
said  31st  day  of  December,  1812. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickens,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing,  by  law,  lor  the  relief  of  such 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  who  faithfully  served,  and  are  now  reduced 
to  want,  and  unable  to  support  themselves. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  it  was  ordered 


that  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  received  by  this  House  on  the  18th 
day  of  January,  1816,  recommending  the  con- 
firmation of  certain  grants  of  land  made  by  the 
friendly  Creek  Indians  to  General  Jackson,  Ben- 
jamin Hawkins,  and  others,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

MISSOURI  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, on  the  petition  of  Rufus  Eastoii  ;  which 
report  pronounces  Mr.  Scott,  the  siiiing  Delegate 
from  Missouri  Territory,  not  entitled,  ami  Mr. 
Easton,  the  petitioner,  to  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House.  [The  committee,  it  appears,  have 
framed  their  report  on  the  ground  of  gross  and 
undeniable  illegality  of  the  election  in  one  of  the 
districts  in  the  Territory;  which  election  being 
set  aside  by  the  commiitee,  gave  a  majority  of 
voles  to  the  petitioner — and,  without  going  into 
the  examination  of  individual  votes,  or  the  quali- 
fication ol  the  voters,  the  election  being  by  ballot, 
they  declare  in  favor  of  the  petitioner.] 

The  report  and  documents  being  read,  the  Com- 
mittee ruse  and  reported  progress,  and  were  re- 
fused leave  to  sit  again  ;  thus  bringing  the  sub- 
ject immediately  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WEsaTER  opposed  the  report,  principally 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  predicated  only  on  il- 
legality in  a  separate  election,  without  entering 
into  an  examination  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
voters  generally  ;  and  concluded  by  moving  the 
recommitment  of  the  report  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  with  instructions  "  to  receive  evi- 
dence tiiat  persons  voting  lor  either  candidate 
were  not  entitled  to  vote  in  the  .said  election." 

On  this  motion  a  wide  debate  took  place,  chiefly 
on  the  point  whether  votes  given  by  ballot,  and 
of  course  privately,  could  be  afterwards  ascer- 
tained, or  the  voter  called  in  to  declare  for  whom 
he  had  voted,  when  the  very  object  of  the  mode 
was  to  afford  secrecy  and  freedom  to  the  elector; 
also  on  the  eligibility  of  elections  by  ballot  or  of 
those  ripa  voce,  and  on  the  propriety  of  reversing 
ari  election  without  first  ascertaining  the  legality 
of  the  voles  which  decided  it.  Be^des  these 
main  questions  in  the  debate,  it  embraced  an  in- 
quiry into  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case  at  issue,  and  many  incidental  points,  by  the 
various  speakers. 

Those  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  recommit- 
ment, were  Messrs.  Webster.  Randolph,  Shef- 
FEY,  Calhoun.  Pitkin,  Telfair,  and  Thumas; 
and  those  op(.osed  to  it,  Messrs.  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Pickering,  Wright,  and  Ro-ss. 

Mr.  Cady  doubted  very  strongly  whether  the 
Delegates  from  ihe  Territory  could  bJ  considered 
as  officers  of  the  General  Government,  but  rather 
as  mere  agents  lor  ihe  Territories,  allowed  by 
courtesy  to  sit  aud  speak  in  the  House,  without 
anything  to  do  wiih  the  general  concerns  of  the 
nation  ;  and  iheir  election  therefore  not  properly 
coming  before  the  House.  He,  therefore,  moved 
to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Randolph  also  qucsiiooed  the  propriety  of 
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^?iiiering  ihe  Delej^atos  ia  any  other  light  than 
re  asents  of  ihe  Territories,  without  any  title 
jije  privii«tges  of  the  members,  which  they  now 
loyed,  (except  the  right  of  voting,)  and  was  in 
[or  of  layi|)g  the  report  on  the  table. 
)d  the  qu'j-siion  to  lay  the  rep  >rt  on  the  table, 
tiB  ayes  andinoes  were  equal,  being  each  68.  and 
t^  SpEAKEii  decided  against  the  motion. 

*  Xi^''f  question  then   recuring  on   the  recomrail- 

*  D'^t,  rauch^  more  discussion  followed ;  after 
iV»i5.ch,  the  pl'titioner  (as  allowed  by  a  vote  of  the 
H^-use)  rose- to  support  his  pretensions;  when. 
o«imotion.  ttie  House  adjourned. 

*  Saturday,  January  4. 
k'lie  Speviker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gj^ature   oljtbe    Mississippi   Territory,   praying 
i^i   such  fi^rsons  as   have  settled   upon   public 
'-'■Jh  in  thux  Territory,  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
in thereoii   until  the  same  shall  be  exposed  to 
■Rel'er/ed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
L3>ids. 

_^Ir.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 

a^  Means,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  discharge 

oKOliver  S^ellman  from   imprisonment,  which 

"^  read  twtce,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 

I  a  third  iime  on  Monday  next. 

'r.  HtGH  Nelso.n,  from  the  select  committee, 

inled  oiKthe  30ih  ult.,  reported  a  bill  extend- 

tbe  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 

rants,  anj   for  returning   the   surveys  thereon 

e  GenerWl  Land  Office,  and  for  giving  further 

e  to  comiyete  the  surveysand  to  obtain  patents 

ands  loci^jted  under  Virginia  resolution  war- 

s  ;  whicli  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 

miltee  c^' the  Whole. 

^in  mation'^ofMr.  Ca.n.no.n,  the  Committee  on 

Rigiids  and  Oinals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

'*jt*'*P^'^'^''Ty  'jf  improving   tiie    navigation  of 

tl/jMu»cle  S^ioals,  in  Tennessee  river. 

5  Ctj.NTESTED  ELECTION. 

Jl^he  Hous«-   resumed   the   consideration  of  the 
:re«A*rt  of  the'Committee  of  Election*  on  the  pe- 
n  of  Rufus  Easton,  contesting   the   right  of 
1   Scott   ti)  a  seat  in  the  House  aa  a  delegate 
1  Misjoui*  Territory. 

Ir.  Easton  (the  petitioner)  rose  (ur  the  pur- 
of  defending  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  House. 
>H^-poke  on  the  subject  at  considerable  length, 
!at^ examined  the  various  points  and  bearings  of 
tth^ase. 

iw/^hen  Mr, -Easton  concluded — 
2{r.  Bett^   of  .New  York,  on  the  ground  of  his 
el  that  thv  Delegates  from  Territories  cannot 
unsldere(^  members  of  this  House,  and  that  of 
»e  the  HuU:>e  is  not  the  proper  judge  of  the 
, ,_,  ectness  of  the  returns  of  their  election,  moved 

*  tl^d  the  subj.»ct  should  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
T  ^r.  Robertson,  ot  Louisiana,  opposed  the  mo- 
iti>||.  and  rep  lied,  with  some  force  of  expression, 

'^'iJea  of  t^ie   unimportance  of  the  Delegates, 

cii  some  ^gentlemen    appeared    to  entertain. 

people  i)j  the  frontier  country  had  rights  as 

as  the  |-:eople  of  the  States,  of  which  dis- 
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lance  ought  not  to  deprive  them  ;  and  their  Del- 
egates (or  Representatives)  had  duties  to  perform 
here  as  important  to  their  constituents,  as  essen- 
tial to  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  as  any  member 
of  this  House.  It  was  therefore  of  high  impor- 
tance that  they  should  be  represented  by  the  per- 
son who  had  a  majority  of  their  votes;  and  that 
the  House  should  determine  that  question. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  thought,  with  Mr. 
Robertson,  that  the  House  were  bound  to  de- 
cide between  the  sitting  member  and  the  pe- 
titioner. He  then  went  on  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  question  before  the  House,  on  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Betts  spoke  again  in  support  of  his  motion, 
and  further  explained  bis  views  on  the  question 
he  had  rai>ed. 

M  r.McKEE,  of  Ken  tuck  y.  seconded  Mr.  Betts'b 
views.  The  Delegates,  being  unknown  to  the 
Constitution,  and  authorized  by  the  law  only, 
which  law  did  not  prescribe  or  restrain  the  right 
of  judging  of  the  legality  of  their  election,  Mr. 
McKee  concluded  that  the  House  had  no  right 
to  examine  into  the  subject,  but  were  bound  to 
take  the  return  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
election. 

Mr.  Ro39,  of  Pennsylvania,  controverted  this 
doctrine.  The  right  of  judging  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  returns,  he  contended,  arose  from  the 
nature  of  things  ;  otherwise  the  right  of  election, 
allowed  by  law  to  the  people,  would,  in  fact,  be 
adjudged  to  belong  to  tiie  Governnr.  the  return- 
ing officer  in  this  case,  who  might,  without  ap- 
peal from  his  decision,  return  whom  he  pleased 
as  tlie  Delegate. 

Mr.  GasTv^n,  of  North  Carolina,  supported  the 
opposite  side  ol  the  question,  from  a  conviction 
which  had  grown  upon  him,  from  consideration 
and  examination,  since  the  question  was  first  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  Mr.  G.  quoted  the  laws  on 
this  subject,  and  contended  that  the  House  bad 
no  power  judicially  to  decide  on  the  qualification 
or  right  of  a  Delegate  to  a  seat  in  this  House, 
since  a  Delegate  was  not  a  member  of  the  House 
according  to  the  Constitution,  and  there  was 
no  provision,  in  the  law>  authorizing  the  Terri- 
tories to  send  Delegates,  which  gave  to  this 
House  the  power  of  revi-in;?  the  legality  of  their 
election.  Mr.  G.  was  not.  however,  in  favor  of 
indefinite  (»osiponement,  thinking  it  but  respect- 
ful to  the  peopleof  the  Terriioryand  the  petitioner 
to  give  more  serious  consideration  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Gaston.  If  the  return  of  a  returning 
officer  were  to  be  conclusive  evidence,  he  asked, 
in  the  course  of  his  argument,  what  course  would 
the  gentleman  pursue,  if  the  returning  officer 
should  grant  twocertificatesiodilTerent  persons? — 
a  thing  by  no  means  impossible.  Should  both  be 
allowed  to  take  their  seats,  or  would  not  the 
House  examine  which  of  the  two  had  the  correct 
return  ?  From  the  nature  of  things,  Mr.  W.  con- 
tended, it  could  not  be  but  it  was  the  right  and 
duty  ot  the  House  to  decide  in  cases  of  contested 
election  of  Delegates. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  took  the  same 
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ground  as  Mr  Webster,  which  he  argued  at 
some  length,  and  with  much  clearness,  contending 
that  the  House  either  had  jurisdiction  or  it  had 
not ;  if  it  had  not,  it  had  no  right  to  look  at  the 
return,  for  any  purposes,  or  at  the  corrrespon- 
dence  of  the  return  with  the  member  who  took 
the  seat ;  if  it  had  jurisdiction,  it  had  certainly  a 
right  to  examine,  on  any  point  whatever,  the 
validity  of  the  return.  Otherwise,  the  absurdity 
would  (oilow,  that  any  man  whatever,  claiming 
a  sejit  as  Delegate  from  a  Territory,  would  have 
a  right  to  take  it ;  whether  duly  elected  or  not. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  again  in 
support  of  his  views.  He  quoted  cases  from  other 
grades  of  office,  which  he  considered  as  analogous 
to  that  embraced  in  the  question  before  the  House; 
that,  for  instance,  of  a  Judge  exhibiting  a  com- 
mission froni  the  proper  authority  ;  into  the  le- 
gality of  which  his  colleagues  of  the  court  have 
no  power  further  to  inquire,  than  that  the  certi- 
ficate IS  in  the  usual  forfij,  and  signed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority. 

Mr.  Sheffev,  of  Virginia,  denied  the  correct- 
ness of  the  doctrine,  which,  he  said,  had  been 
broached  on  thisoccasion.  and  which, if  sanctioned 
by  the  House,  would  lead  to  the  must  extraordinary 
consequences.  Mr.  S.,  besides  the  general  grounds 
of  opposition  to  the  motion  for  postponement, 
was  desirous  to  adhere  to  the  precedent  already 
established,  by  tlie  House  having  in  1809  taken 
cognizance  of  a  contested  Territorial  election  ;  re- 
specting which  It  was  not  at  all  material  that  it 
was  not  of  the  same  nature  as  the  present  ques- 
tion ;  since,  if  the  House  had  a  right  to  inquire 
into  the  right  of  a  Delegate  to  a  seat  on  one 
ground,  they  had  the  same  right  on  any  other. 

Mr.  Cady,  of  New  York,  was  against  the  ex- 
pediency, if  not  the  right  of  the  House  to  inquire 
into  the  election  of  a  Delegate.  He  instanced  a 
case,  which  he  contended  was  analogous — that 
of  a  foreign  Minister,  presenting  to  the  President 
bis  credentials;  suppose  anottier  person  should 
present  himself,  and  say  that  he  was  the  real 
representative  of  his  Government,  the  other  hav- 
ing obtained  his  certificate  by  fraud.  Would  the 
President  go  into  an  examination  of  the  relative 
right  of  each,  and  decide  which  was  the  true 
representative  of  the  Government?  Or  would 
be  not  reject  both,  and  refer  them  to  their  con- 
stituent authority  to  remedy  the  error,  if  any  ? 
Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  of  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Pickering,  of  Massachusetts,  argued,  from 
tbe  right  of  the  people  of  the  Territories  to  have 
a  Delegate  on  this  floor,  established  by  law  and  the 
Constitution,  that  they  had  a  right  to  be  correctly 
represented;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  the  right 
and  duty  of  the  House  to  inquire  into  the  validity 
of  their  election,  when  contested. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Hardin,  ol  Kentucky,  contended,  that  the 
powerof  judging  of  the  qualifications  and  returns  j 
of  its  own  tnem'-.ers  (and  Delegates  were  quasi\ 
members.)    was    inherent    in    every    Legislative 
body,  and  not  neces-ary  to  be  expressly  bestowed 
on  it;  and  that,  therefore,  this  House  bad  ample! 
Hth  Con.  2d  Sess.— 14 


power  in  the  case  before  them.     He  argued  the 
question  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Randolph  replied  to  Mr.  Pickering  and 
Mr.  Hardin,  and  coniended  against  the  power  of 
the  House  in  this  respect.  If  it  had  the  power,  be 
contended,  it  was  a  concurrent  power  with  the 
Senate,  as  the  Delegates  were  to  the  Congress 
and  not  this  House,  though  it  had  been  deemed 
convenient  and  expedient  to  admit  ihem  to  seats 
in  this  House  rather  than  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  S.M1TH,  of  Virginia,  taking  for  granted  tbe 
right  t  f  the  House  on  the  subject,  proceeded  to 
the  examination  of  the  question,  he  conceived 
to  be  actually  before  the  Hou.se,  whether,  on  the 
facts  reported  by  the  committee,  the  sitting  mem- 
ber or  the  petitioner  was  entitled  to  a  seat  m 
tills  House?  Mr.  S.  was  in  favor,  as  the  evi- 
dence presented  itself  to  him,  of  the  right  of  Mr. 
Easton  to  a  seat.  If  satisfied,  by  evidence  now 
in  possession  of  the  sitting  member,  of  bad  votes 
having  oeen  given,  he  would  be  willing  to  re- 
commit the  report. 

Mr.  Scott  (the  sitting  Delegate)  stated,  that 
there  was  now  on  the  table  evidence  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  bad  voles,  eighty-stven  of  which 
were,  by  the  evidence,  fixed  to  have  been  given 
lor  tlie  petitioner. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  defended  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  contending,  ttiat 
the  decision  of  the  qualifications  of  voters  at 
elections  ought  to  be  left  to  the  judges  of  the 
election  in  the  present  case,  and  iu  most  other 
cases  of  CHilestt-d  election;  not  because  this 
House  had  not  the  power,  but  because  it  was  not 
practicable  for  the  House  properly  to  scrutinize 
them.  As  to  the  qualifications  of  the  voters, 
evidence  was  even  now  taking  in  some  of  the 
counties  of  the  Territory,  in  regard  to  the  qualifi- 
cation of  voters,  which  could  not  arrive  in  time 
to  be  examined  at  this  .se.ssion,  and  which  might 
present  a  totally  different  view  of  the  relative 
good  or  bad  votes.  Mr.  T.  opposed  the  recom- 
mitment, and  prayed  the  House  to  decide  on  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Randolph 
in  favor  of  recommitment — 

The  question  on  recommitment,  as  moved  yes- 
terday, was  taken  by  yea^  and  nays,  and  decided — 
For  recommitment  86,  against  it  5U.  as  follows: 

Ykab — Messrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Atherlon,  Baer, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdaeye,  Blount, 
Boss,  Breckenridge,  Brown.  Burwell,  tjalhoun,  C'arr 
of  Massachusetts,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Condirt,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dickens, 
Edwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Hardin,  Hawes, 
Hendricks,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Hungerford, 
Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Langdon,  Lit- 
tle, Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Lyon,  .Marsh,  Ma- 
son, .McKee,  .Mills,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Hugh  .Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  iS'oyes,  Onnsby, 
Peter,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pi[)er,  Pitkin,  Pleaaants, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Rugglcs,  Savage, 
Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Stearns,  Sturges,  Taggart,  'i'allmadge,  'i'aul,  Telfair, 
Thoma.-?,  'i'yier,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Webster, 
W  heaton,  Wilcox,  WUde,  and  Yancey. 
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1T8 — Messrs.   Adgate,    Biker,    Birdsall,   Brooks, 
an,  Cady;'Ciildwell,   Clark  of  New  York,  Clarke 


i  r«'Jiey,  f  lettner.  uoia,  wrimn,  nann,  xia 
iRxJfomond,  Heister,  Hooks,  Irving  of  » 
•  jjEi'tt,  Johnsinof  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  ' 
t  l^s'.    I-aw,  William    Maclay,  William    P. 


I'orth   Car.)lina,  Clendennin,    Comstock,   Conner, 
^.Jiev,  Fletcher,  Gold,  Griffin,    Hahn,  Hale,  Hall, 

New   York, 

Virginia, 

Maclay, 

,  W^itt,  Moort^  Parris,  Robertson,  Roan,  Smith  of  Va., 

'  S^ihard,  Taj  lor  of  New  York,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward 

;  o^hiew  York,    Wendorer,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,    Wil- 

Icihby.  Thomas   Wilson,    William    Wilson,   Wood- 

w^Hd,  and  Wright. 

^    ||'he  question  was  then  taken.  •'  Shall  the  com- 

:ee    be  instructed  as  aforesaid?"     And  also 

pf/'fd  in  thf;  affirmative. 


*jiee 


•    Monday,  January  6. 

.•Ir.  MiLL^-  presented  a  petition  of  the  inhabi- 

\  \JLgls  of  the-  town  of  Southampton,  in  the  Siate 

5  0|£Mas^ach»,setts.  prayinjj  that  the  mails   may 

t>  ^  be  transported  or  opened  on  Sundays  ;  which 

I  ifc^  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  ; 

'  Mk  Mills.  Mr.  Ingham, Mr.  McKee,  Mr.  Marsh, 

a^  Mr.  TyiER,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

^fr.  SteaA.ns  preseoled  a  similar  petition  Irom 

t^inhabita^ts  of  the  district  of  Norfolk,  io  said 

Sfc^je,  whiclr"  was  referred   to  the  committee  last 

a«}ioted. 

'©r.  Yancty.  from   the  Committee  of  Claims, 

.  nj^te  a  repo't  on  the  petition  of  Caze  and  Rioh- 

ajj.  which  Vas  read :  when  Mr.  Yancey  reported 

aXr.ll  for  the  relief  of  James  Caze  and  John  Rich- 

which  was  real,  and    committed   to  a  Com- 

ee  of  thf  Whole, 

*jf)i]r.  LowNDE.s  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 

aBf^ss'P'J  to  the  Committee  of  VV^ays  and  Means, 

Ijplieacting  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  detailed 

s&«ements.  on  which  were  founded  the  estimates 

f^  the  expenses   of    the    Army    of   the   United 

^^stes,   for  viie  year    1817,  including^  arrearages, 

»ich  were  ordered  to  lie  od  the  table. 

\\t.  ForsVth  submitted  the  following  resolu- 

tAa.  which   was  read  and  ordered  to  He  on  the 

t|^le: 

Resolved,  That    the    Committee    on    the    National 

(5»rrency  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  Presi- 

d»>|t  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 

h'j^e*adopted  any  arrangement  by  which  the  payment 

ot.fce  8[»ecie  jKjrtion  of  the  second  instalment  can  be 

evwed  or  postponed  ;  and,  if  such  arrangement  has 

;  bofi  made,  tla^  expediency  of  adopting  some  regula- 

{  tj^  by  which  the  payment  of  the  specie  portion  of  the 

f  scJ^nd    instaliient   may   be  enforced  at  the  time  re- 

,'  qC  red  by  the  act  of  incorporation,  or  within  a  limited 

;  tig  c  thereaftitr. 

»  '^  Irdertd.  That  the  committee  to  whom  is  re- 
{  ft^  -ed  the  h  t;er  and  report  of  the  Acting  Secre- 
\  tt5  y  of  War.  on  the  letter  of  Major  General  Wil- 
i  liij  n  Henry  Harrison,  respecting  hii  txpenditure 
f  01^  public  money,  while  commanding  liie  north- 
i  W]  Htem  army,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
.-  ^  taio,  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
p^.ers. 
^  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
•  I|  luse  that  ^he  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled, 
{  '^<  a  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
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of  Ignace  Chalmet  Delino,  deceased,  and  of  An- 
thony Cruzat.  and  L.  P.  Deverges."  in  which  they 
ask  tiie  coDcurreme  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Richard  Bland  Lee.  Commissioner  of 
Claims,  dec,  expressing  his  regret  at  the  omis- 
sion to  pursue  the  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  and 
courting  further  investigation ;  defending  also  bis 
decisioiis,  and  particularly  those  three  animad- 
verted upon  by  the  Committee  of  Claims  in  their 
report,  and  throwing  himself  on  the  ju^tice  of  the 
House  to  rescue  his  character  from  unjust  oblo- 
quy. 

The  letter  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Forsyth,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  to 
amend  the  Claims  law. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  discharge 
of  Oliver  Spellman  from  hi.s  intprisonment,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

TRANSFER  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  the 
3d  March,  1809,  as  authorizes  the  President  to 
transfer  appropriations,  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

Tbiascrt  DEPAmTMi!fT,  Jan.  1,  1817. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  enclosing  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  30lh 
ultimo,  directing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of 
the  act  "  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury.  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,"  passed  the  third  of  .Vlarch,  180y, 
as  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
transfer  appropriations,  has  been  received. 

In  giving  my  opinion  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the 
resolution,  it  may  be  proper  to  slate  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  law,  embracing  the  provision 
which  IS  contemplated  to  be  repealed  by  the  resoluuon. 
Antecedent  to  that  period  the  appropriations  were,  by 
some  of  the  Departments,  considered  as  an  aggregate 
sum  to  be  applied,  without  distinction  in  their  accounts, 
to  every  branch  of  service  embraced  by  the  appropria- 
tion. In  the  Navy  Department,  for  instance,  there 
was  but  one  account  opened  in  the  Treasury  books, 
because  the  requisitions  made  by  the  Department  were 
drawn  for  the  Navy  Department  generally,  and  the 
sums  thus  drawn  ^ere  applied  to  the  naval  service, 
without  regard  to  the  amount  which  had  been  specifi- 
cally appropriated  for  the  different  branches  of  the  ser- 
vice within  that  Department. 

In  changing  this  practice,  the  necessity  of  giving  the 
power  to  transfer  from  one  head  of  appropriation  to 
another,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  was 
foreseen.  This  power  was  given  to  the  President; 
and,  in  order  to  furnish  to  Congress  the  information 
which  it  was  deemed  essential  to  possess,  every  trans- 
fer of  appropriation,  together  with  the  application  of 
the  money  so  transferred,  was  required  to  l)e  commu- 
nicated to  Congress  during  the  first  week  of  their  tses- 
sion  thereafter.  If  no  transfers  were  made,  Congress 
knew  the  maximum  applied  to  each  head  ot  approj)ri- 
ation.     If  transfers  were  made,  tbey  obtained  inibrma- 
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tion  equally  interesting  and  useful  totbera  in  provi<)iug 
for  the  wants  of  the  succeeding  year.  The  transfers 
disclosed  to  them  those  branches  of  the  service,  in  each 
Department,  where  the  appropriations  had  been  redun- 
dant, as  well  as  where  they  had  been  deficient.  They 
obtained,  without  injury,  a  knowledge  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  sum  transferred,  as  well  as  of  the  sum  ori- 
ginally designated  for  that  object.  This  was  the  desi- 
deratum intended  to  be  obtained  by  the  adoption  of 
that  measure. 

By  reducing  the  heads  of  appropriation,  the  neces- 
sity of  exercising  the  power  of  transfer  will,  no  doubt, 
be  considerably  diminished.  During  a  period  of  peace, 
and  after  the  Naval  and  Military  Establishments  have 
remained  for  a  considerable  time  without  alteration  as 
to  organization  or  force,  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be 
but  rarely  exercised.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  a 
full  consideration  of  the  subject  will  lead  to  the  con- 
viction that  the  power  ought  to  be  retained  in  peace  as 
well  as  in  war.  A  change  in  our  relations  with  a  for- 
eign State,  during  the  recess  ot  Congress,  which  would 
render  it  prudent  to  concentrate  the  regular  force  in 
any  section  of  the  country,  would  increase  the  expense 
of  the  Quartermaster's  department  beyond  the  regular 
appropriation.  Expenses  incurred  under  such  circum- 
sUnces  must  generally  be  discharged  as  they  are  incur- 
red. This  could  not  be  effected  without  the  power  of 
applying  the  redundancies  of  other  appropriations  to 
meet  the  deficits  produced  by  such  an  emergency. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  necessity  for  ex- 
tending this  power  to  the  permanent  appropriations  of 
the  land  or  naval  service.  The  appropriations  for  arm- 
ing the  militis,  for  the  armories,  and  for  arms  and  mil- 
itary stores,  and  for  the  permanent  increase  of  the 
Navy,  may  with  great  propriety  be  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  this  power.  It  u  to  the  current  expenses 
of  the  land  and  naval  force  authorized  to  be  kept  in 
service  during  the  year  that  this  power  should  b«  con- 
fined. Within  those  limiU  it  is  not  believed  that  the 
power  can  be  exercised  to  the  injury  of  the  nation.  I 
Without  this  power,  the  War  and  Navy  DepartmenU  j 
would  be  compelled  to  make  ample  estimates  for  every  i 
branch  of  the  8er>ice,  as  a  deficiency  in  any  one  might 
be  productive  of  serious  consequences.  7'he  idea  that 
economy  will  be  enforced  by  repealing  the  provision 
will,  I  am  confident,  be  found  to  be  wholly  illusory. 
Withdraw  the  power  of  transfer,  and  the  Departments 
will  increase  their  estimates.  In  some  branches  of  the 
service  there  will  be  redundancies,  in  none  will  there 
be  deficiencies.  These  redundancies,  continuing  from 
year  to  year,  will  be  more  likely  to  excite  to  profusion 
in  those  branches  of  the  service  than  if  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  appropriations  which  were  insoflScient. 
The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  furnishes  those  whose  duty 
it  is  to  appropriate  the  money  and  superintend  its  ap- 
plication with  all  the  information  which  is  necessary 
to  the  execution  of  that  high  trust.  By  reducing  the 
heads  of  appropriation,  the  labor  of  keeping  the  accounU 
of  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  of  the  other  DepartmenU, 
and  in  the  settlement  of  accounU,  will  be  greatly  di- 
minished. This  reduction,  however,  as  before  stated, 
will  not  supply  the  place  of  the  power  of  transferring 
from  one  branch  of  the  service  to  another.  It  may  be 
proper  to  observe  that  the  power  of  transfer  is  appli- 
cable only  to  the  War  and  Navy  Departments. 

I  have   the  honor  to  be,  very   respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  William  Lowndes, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


ESTIMATE  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
an  estimate  of  moneys -necessary  to  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  service  of  the  year  1817.  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

TmEAscnr  Depahtmest,  Jan.  4,  1817. 

SiH  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  esti- 
mate of  the  appropriations  proposed  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1817,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  $12  451  - 
799   57,  viz  :  '        ' 

For  the  civil  list  -         -         -         -$1,049,940  06 

For  miscellaneous  expenses  -         -        394,241   66 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with 

foreign  nations         ....        321,233  3« 

For  the  Military  Establishment,  inclu- 
ding arrearages  and  Indian  Depart- 
ment        7,699,626  79 

For  the  Naval  Establishment,  including 

the  marine  corps      -         -         .         -    2,986,668  75 


$12,451,799  67 


The  funds  out  of  which  the  appropriations  for  the 
year  1817  may  be  discharged  are  the  following  : 

1.  The  sum  of  $600,000,  annually  reserved  by  the 
act  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  out  of  the  duties  and 
customs,  towards  the  expenses  of  Government. 

2.  The  proceeds  of  the  stamp  duties,  and  the  duty 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States. 

3.  The  surplus  which  may  remain  of  the  customs, 
the  direct  tax,  and  other  internal  duties,  after  satibfying 
the  payments  for  which  they  are  pledged  and  appro- 
priated. 

4.  Any  other  unappropriated  money  which  may 
come  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1817. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  yoar 
most  obedient  servant. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  authorizing  the  payment  for  properly  lost, 
<fcc..  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war— Mr.  Johnson's  amendment, 
going  to  substitute  a  new  bill,  under  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Hardin  first  rose  in  support  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,' and  against  the 
amendment.  He  made  some  animadversions,  as 
when  he  spoke  before,  on  the  Commissioner  and 
his  decisions.  He  denied  his  competency,  and 
arraigned  his  awards;  but,  if  he  were  ever  so 
competent,  and  as  honest  as  Arisiides  himself, 
such  were  the  facilities  to  fraud  in  the  law,  that, 
without  amendment  of  it.  as  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  the  United  St<ites  would 
be  subject  to  many  and  great  impositions.  In 
regard  to  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  this 
morning.  Mr.  H.  took  occasion  to  say  he  did  not 
know  under  what  authority  the  letter  had  been 
introduced  into  '.he  House.  The  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, to  be  sure,  did  sometimes  dictate  to  the 
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but  he  never  before  knew  that  a  little, 
pej^V  CoramissioDer,  (to  use  his  own  expression.) 
•h^  a  right  to  bring  forward  his  lectures  to  this 
H>lise  how  10  act,  and  tell  them  what  ousiht  to 


Ibft^ihe  ametidments   to  existing  laws.     He  did 

ln<i^  know,   ibdeed,   that   the  Commissioner  had 

'«B|  right  loaddress  Congress,  uriless  defending 

'.hiMielT   befc^e   them   on  an   impeachment,  &c. 

■  MW-^.  then  ^xamined  the  three  cases  referred  to 

•b>Mlie  Coratjiittee,  and  minutely  analyzed  them, 

*aci2'f<^'n?  to^is  views  of  the  evidence,  and  con- 

IclfSed,  from)' his  idea  of  them,  and  from  circum- 

sfjces  alreaiiy  referred  to  in  argument,  that  the 

la^e  claimsj  ought  to  come  specially  before  the 

ise.     Mr.«H.  entered  at  large  into  the  general 

slion  of  jiaiional  policy  and  duty,  in   regard 

»demnif)<ing  its  citizens  for  losses  of  private 

twrty,  an^  objected  to  the  wide  scope  which 

been  given,  in  the  preceding  debate  on  this 

>8uSi*ct,  to  tirte  principle  of  making  payment  for 

»icJvidual  property  destroyed  during  the  war;  at 

jtlMsstme  lime  thai  he  would  not,  if  he  could,  nor 

.  w^ild  the  Committee  of  Claims,  debar  just  claira- 

'aiff-  under  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  from  full 

p^ment  of  iheir  claims.     Mr.  H.  again  assailed 

-tl^i  capacity  of  the  Commissioner,  of  which,  he 

si-iH,  he  had  shown  his  own  consciousness  in  re- 

qQrsting  of  t{ie  departments  an  exposition  of  their 

▼  if  (vs  of  the  construction  of  the  act.     He  then 

.  w<i  It  into  an  examination  of  the  proposed  amend- 

^>ot,  which    he  entirely  disapproved,  and  con- 

'di) lined   as  a  mere  shadow.     He  could  see  no 

l^^o;  |d  reason  why  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

CJlims  should  not  be  agreed  to;  and  concluded 

•  by^expressin^  his  regret  that  the  dignity  of  the 

'  H^se  should  have  been  wounded  by  the  Speak- 

e^>^  imputations  on  its  capacity,  or  disposition  to 

dc\justice  to  private  claimant-^. 

the  floor,  to  sus- 
id  to  oppose  the 
?ndment.;:  In  doing  which  he  did  not  propose 
jnter   int^  an   examination  of  the   particular 
Lrds  of  ll^  Commissioner,  which  others  had 
rtTfewed,  n^r  to  impute  any  censure  to  the  Com- 
;  ir|*.sioner.     After  replying  to  one  or  two  argu- 
j  mfuts  whic*?    had   been  opposed   to  ilie   bill,  he 
;iie  to  theigeneral  position   he  rose  to  support, 
the  cla%s  of  cases  embraced  by  the  ninth  sec- 
of  the  liw  of  last  session,  was  such  a  one  as 
Legislature  ought  to  keep  to  itself.and.  in  re- 
[ct  thereto,  to  declare  and  execute  the  rule  of 
■ision.     Uj  regard  to  the  general  question  as  to 
extent  c^i"  the  liability  of  the  Guvernment  to 
lemnifv  its  citizens  for  losses  by  war,  he  said 
it  there  \tas  one  class  of  cases  in   whicti  the 
^vernmeni  was   bound   to  indemnify;  another 
is,  in  which  it  was  not  so  bound  ;  and  a  third, 
dubious  nature,  the  character  ol  which  varied 
|h  varyinjr  circumstances.     These  he  defined, 
■r  going  ujr  his  illustrations  to  the  fouittain  of 
origin,  »'pd  tracing   down  the  stream  to  the 
^sent  stat^f  of  the  laws  of  war.     The   latitude 
V,''iich  had  l>een  given  to  this  principle  in  debate 
oilier  day,  he  did    not  allow  ;  ii  proceeded, 
irtaioly,  from  a  noUe  generosity  of  heart,  but 
lid  not  be  sustained  on  practical  grounds.    The 


(Tijusiice  to  private  claimant-^, 
klr.  P.  P.  Barboi-'R  next  took  tl 
uti  the  bill  before  the  House,  and 


evils  of  war,  Mr.  B.  showed,  in  the  course  of  his 
argument,  must  operate  unequally  ;  it  cannot  be 
otherwise.  Among  other  illustrations  of  this 
position,  he  cited  the  inequalny  of  the  contribu- 
tions of  personal  service;  the  inequality  of  the 
prices  obtained  for  produce  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  the  losses  of  slaves,  dtc.  ;  all  which 
inequalities,  lie  said,  it  would  be  out  of  the  power 
of  the  Government,  if  disposed,  to  obviate.  The 
obligation  on  the  United  States,  he  laid  down  to 
be,  to  indemnify,  as  matter  of  right,  all  those 
losses  produced  by  an  enemy  according  to  the 
rules  of  civilized  war,  and  of  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  the  direct  and  proximate  cause  of  the 
destruction.  If  we  pass  beyond  this  line,  we 
shall  be  at  sea  with  neither  chart  nor  compass  to 
guide  Us;  we  shall  lose  ourselves  in  a  labyrinth 
of  infinite  perplexity,  without  a  clue  whereby  to 
extricate  ourselves.  Mr.  B.  next  dwelt  on  the 
complexity  and  the  importance,  in  principle  and 
amount,  of  the  cases  embraced  in  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  law  of  last  session  ;  which,  therefore, 
he  desired  to  repeal,  and  subject  the  cases  to  the 
decision  of  this  House.  The  expediency  of  this 
course  he  argued  at  length,  and  replied  to  the 
various  objections  which  had  been  urged  ngainst 
it;  justifying  the  discrimination  between  the 
claims  in  the  mode  of  adjudication,  on  the  ground 
of  the  great  difference  of  importance,  both  as  to 
principal  and  amount,  of  the  two  classes  of  cases. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  an  ingenious  and  logical  speech 
by  a  defence  of  the  capacity  of  the  House  to 
decide  on  cases  of  individual  claims  when  pre- 
sented to  them. 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK  supported  the  amendmenr. 
He  considered  this  question  one  of  much  impor- 
tance, as  well  to  the  character  of  the  Guvern- 
ment as  to  the  situation  of  many  of  the  unhappy 
sufferers  in  the  late  war,  those  whose  pro{)erty 
had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  strong  arm  of 
power,  which  they  had  neither  ability  nor  right 
to  resist.  Justice,  he  said,  required  that  they 
should  be  indemnified  for  their  losses;  of  wliica 
there  was  comparatively  little  prospect,  if  the 
ninth  section  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  was 
repealed,  insoiouch  that  most  of  the  just  claim- 
ants would,  from  that  moment,  he  presumed,  con- 
sider their  case  as  hopeless.  Mr.  C.  conciud  d 
his  observations  by  suggesting  a  further  amend- 
ment, proposing  the  appointment  of  an  agent  lo 
examine  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  cases  in  which  the  President  or  Secre- 
[  tary  of  the  Treasury  shall  think  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  among  other 
reasons,  because  he  denied  that  it  was  possible 
for  any  head  of  a  department  so  to  revise  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  act  as  to  prevent  abuses.  That 
there  had  been  error  in  the  construction  of  the 
law,  he  said  could  be  demon>trated  ;  but  acquit- 
ted ihe  Commissioner  of  great  error  in  this  re- 
spect, since  he  had  acted  under  higher  authority — 
the  Pre:>ident  of  ine  United  Slates  havini;  di- 
rected the  CominisMioner  to  travel  out  of  the  act 
to  pay  for  all  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
in    consequence    of    mere    military    occupation. 
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leaving  the  Commissioner  to  determine  the  ques- 
tion what  constituted  military  occupation.  Mr. 
F.  was  desirous  of  repealin?  the  9ih  section,  to 
give  Congress  control  over  those  cases.  Mr.  F. 
proceeded  to  reply  to  an  intimation  of  Mr.  Clay 
on  a  former  day,  as  understood  by  him,  that  out 
of  seven  or  eight  hundred  cases  decided  by  the 
Commissioner,  three  only  had  been  selected  as 
objectionable.  This  was  an  erroneous  statement 
certainly,  since  it  was  known  that  those  three 
only  had  been  the  subject  of  examination.  Mr. 
F.  said  he  had  made  it  his  duty,  since  the  former 
debate  on  the  subject,  somewhatti^xxafnine  the 
decisions  of  the  CommissiotrffTand  had  exam- 
ined a  number  of  cases;  and  out  of  forty  or  fifty 
of  them,  he  said,  there  were  at  least  thirty  de- 
cided, as  he  conceived,  on  grossly  erroneous  evi- 
dence. The  papers  were  in  possession  of  the 
House,  and  any  one  might  examine  in  detail 
those  cases,  of  which  he  had  a  memorandum  in 
bis  hand.  Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  analyze  sev- 
eral cases,  commenting  on  the  evidence,  and  de- 
nying its  sufficiency.  Some  of  the  cases,  he  in- 
timated, had  been  favorably  decided  by  the  Com- 
missioner afier  being  rejected,  for  deficiency  of 
vouchers,  by  the  Accountant  of  the  War  De- 
partment, in  the  settlement  of  a  deputy  quarter- 
master general's  (Major  Camp's)  accounts,  dec. 
A  person  who  could  admit  claims  on  evidence  of 
this  description.  Mr.  F.  said,  was  not  to  be  trust- 
ed, and  no  revision  could  insure  correctness  to 
his  conduct.  As  something  like  evidence  of  the 
injustice  of  the  impression  wiiich  the  Speaker's 
remarks  appeared  to  hinq  calculated  to  produce, 
this  exposition  he  considered  to  be  due,  not  only 
to  himself,  but  to  the  House,  of  errors,  which 
persons  who  had  a  great  deal  of  charity  supposed 
to  be  errors  of  judgment.  He  did  not,  however, 
desire  the  House  to  impute  error  to  the  Commis- 
sioner upon  his  (.\lr.  F.'s)  statements,  but  he 
asked  that  the  facts  which  he  had  stated  should 
be  laken  for  true  till  gentlemen  convinced  them- 
selves otherwise.  Mr.  F.  concluded  a  speech,  of 
which  the  preceding  is  a  mere  outline,  by  an  in- 
timation that  he  had  intended  to  say  something 
about  the  management  of  this  business  in  and 
out  of  the  House,  which  he  should  for  the  present 
reserve. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  followed  Mr.  For- 
syth in  debate.  He  rose,  be  said,  principally  to 
say  that  his  opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  and  of 
bis  administration  of  the  law,  remained  un- 
changed, anything  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
said  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  to  state 
that  the  same  claims  would  have  been  passed,  on 
the  same  evidence,  by  the  very  tribunal  to  whom 
the  gentleman  wished  to  refer  the  decision  of 
these  cases.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say.  from  the 
gentleman's  own  showing,  that  he  (Mr.  J.)  would 
himself  have  given  the  same  decision  as  in  these 
cases  had  been  given  by  the  Commissioner,  with- 
out fear  of  the  revisionary  power  of  this  House, 
much  less  of  that  power  which  would  always 
control  his  conscience  here  and  elsewhere  Mr. 
J.  said  be  had  also  made  it  his  duty  to  examine 
the  conduct  of  the  Commissioner,  and  he  em- 


phatically testified  to  his  capacity,  to  his  inte- 
grity, to  his  fidelity,  and  to  his  character,  for 
honesty  and  intelligence.  So  far  as  the  testi- 
mony of  the  humble  individual  addressing  the 
House  could  go.  it  should  rescue  the  character  of 
this  individual  from  any  imputations.  Mr.  J.  said 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  opinions  of  others, 
but  in  his  opinion  the  construction  by  the  Com- 
missioner, as  well  of  the  law  as  of  the  testimony 
under  it,  would  bear  the  test  of  reason  as  well  as 
of  patriotism,  Mr.  J.  argued  at  some  length  on 
the  injustice  of  repealing  the  9th  section  of  the 
law.  Gentlemen  might  not  intend  it,  but,  what- 
ever they  might  say  in  argument  to  the  contrary, 
the  principle  was  gone  forever,  and  all  hope  of 
relief  to  the  sufferers  with  it,  if  the  9th  section  of 
the  law  were  to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Clay  fSpeaker)  next  took  the  floor.  He 
said  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  intimated 
that  there  was  something  he  had  to  say,  if  he 
was  provoked,  respecting  management  of  this 
business  out  of  the  House.  As  the  gentleman 
had  done  him  the  honor  lo  refer  to  him  m  another 
part  of  his  speech,  perhaps  he  meant  also  to  refer 
to  him  in  this  remark.  [Mr.  Forsyth  said,  in 
the  remark  he  had  made  respecting  management 
out  of  the  House,  he  had  no  allusion  to  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House.]  Mr.  C.  intimated  his  satis- 
faction at  this  explanation,  and  went  on  to  reply 
to  Mr.  Barboor,  whose  able  and  ingenious  argu- 
ment, he  said,  called  for  an  answer.  The  gene- 
ral principle  which,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  before 
laid  down,  and  now  meant  to  sustain,  was,  that, 
in  regard  to  properly  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  Slate,  if  it  fails  in  its  highest  obligation  to  pro- 
tect that  property,  the  State  is  bound  to  make 
indemnity  to  ihe  sufferer,  if,  from  the  nature  of 
the  Government,  and  without  too  great  a  dilapi- 
dation of  its  means,  it  can  do  it  without  any  great 
injury  to  society.  He  had  no  idea  of  carrying 
his  proposition  to  the  extremes  which  gentlemen 
had  supposed,  for  there  was  no  principle  which, 
if  traced  too  far,  would  not  be  absurd.  There 
must  be  certain  limitations  to  every  rule.  The 
qualifications  to  the  doctrine  be  bad  advanced, 
which  he  had  before  mentioned,  and  which  he 
now  repeated,  and  illustrated  by  argument,  were, 
that  the  losses  should  have  been  sustained  on 
land,  in  a  war  of  voluntary  declaration,  neces- 
sary or  unavoidable,  and  not  exceeding  in  aggre- 
gate amount  the  ability  of  the  country  easily  to 
pay.  Society,  be  argued,  was  a  compact  between 
those  who  compose  it.  by  which  they  agree  that 
contributions  for  the  common  defence  shall  be 
equal ;  and  there  ought  to  exist  an  obligation  by 
which  those  losses  should  be  equally  appor- 
tioned, to  which  individuals  were  for  a  common 
object  exposed. 

(Quitting  this  discussion,  not  necessarily  coq- 
nected  with  the  question  before  the  House,  but 
introduced  into  it,  and,  therefore,  proper  to  have 
been  examined,  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  propositioa 
to  repeal  the  9ih  section  of  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  the  principle  of  which,  he  maintained, 
was  indisputably  correct.  It  was  immaterial  to 
hira.  he  said,  whether  the  Commissioner  was  re- 
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^J''^^)  ^f   whether  the   decision   of  the  claim«  '  finH  an  ;«.,«  .;   -.•  r    l       .   •  


;B^  he  was  "j«niiouj  they  should  not  be  thrown 
ba  k  on  this   Hnus^   whn    ho  „r%',A   .t^.^  : 


on  this   House,  who,   he  said,  were  incom- 


ers ?     What   a   parallel    will    he   ^raw    between 

nt    not  .otn.  the.   mental- cJt.pVsin^^rb';;;    "rhnn  ^^uaTreT-efr  fhe^SraYi^^"'" 
:.   the.r   physical    character,   to   dec.de  on  a  ,  me^t  refusmg  .t !      Vow    a'^^^^^^^^^^ 
,s  of  clatms.     He    complained   of  m.srepre-  j  elusion  of  his  animated  sT'e^h   it  ha,  K.      ''''°' 
!'.T.l^.?^'!J.\".«-.««.  -  'I'-  -bject,  i^n  a     mated  that  the  TT^'s  lTcoLTa^:XZ 

to  Congress  for  redress;  but  what  chance  has  the 
poor  man  who  has  lost  his  all,  or  without  means 
to  pay  heavy  expenses,  to  come  here  session  after 
session,  and  at  last  perhaps  nerer  succeed  lo  es- 
lablish.ng  his  right?  No.  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  it  is 
not  inconsistent  with  our  dignity  to  refer  the  de- 
cision of  these  claims  to  another  tribunal  than 
this  House :  legislate  as  becomes  you,  and  then 
indeed  you  will  consult  the  dignity  of  the  House 
and  the  character  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  .said,  that 
he  had  not  understood  the  proceedingof  the  Brit- 


er  debatf,  as  though  he  had  reflected  on  the 
'acter  or  gignity  ofthe  House.  He  was  glad 
tot,>d,  he  sarj,  that  the  dignity  of  the  House  had 
gcAinto  the.  hands  of  his  honorable  collea-^ue 
frcf^i  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hardin.)  where  he  hojed 
'^uld  remiiin  untarnished.  Did  it  detract  from 
ignity  o!'  this  House,  to  say  that  they  were 
orapetei.i  to  Executive  as  well  as  Judicial 
inislraiiou?  If  they  were,  whence  the  prin- 
;  now  established  as  an  axiom  in  all  well  regu- 
i  governments,  that  there  should  b€  a  marked 
»..J-'°"  uf  duties  between  different  departments? 
^  >S''  showing,  from  the  organization  of 

lh..vdouse,  thf  impracticability  of  acting  enlarge 
tla*es  of  cases  of  private  claims,  adduced  several 
in.-ances  in  which,  under  our  Government,  Con- 
gr«;,  acting  ou  that  presumption,  had  appointed 
COj^nissioner^  for  deciding  ou  claims  and  adjusi- 
in^i^ccounts.     With  regard  to  the  expression,  to 
whvjh  gentleijjen   had  taken  so  great  exception, 
["2^    ihe  righi   of  petition  was  a   mere  right  to 
ba^  a  petinon  rejected,  Mr.  C.  said  it  was  not  to 
l>e  Bken  as  universally  true,  lor  some  few  claims 
^eg  occasionally   allowed;   but  with   regard  to 
pupberless  claims,  there  was  either  a  denial,  or 
ti  „-T)traciioQ  equal  to  a  refusal  of  them.     Not 
lh{*||the  House  was  not   di.-posed  to  do  justice; 
u  ll'^'^™  'he  constitution  of  the  body,  and  from 
{htanuhiplied  duties  of  a  public  and  higher  na- 
lUffiihey  had  to  discharge,  it  was  impossible  to 
gi\r  due  consideration  to  all  private  petitions, 
yifl  position  he  illustrated  by  a  reference  to  the 
Teffct  ofthe  ('ommittee  of  investigation  into  Mr. 
hejg^  decisions,  who  declined  the  task  because  of 
its   ^borious    rharacter.     If  a  committee  could 
BOi.  -ven   look  at  the  testimony  m   these  cases, 
ould  a  i)ody  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
ave  passt■(|^on  these  claims  during  this  ses- 
as  they  might   have  been  petitioned  to  do, 
,  0  commi2>>ioner  been  appointed  ? 
turning  t,,  the  question  on  the  9th  section, 
C.  said,  .^f  a   house  was  conflagrated  in  a 
.he  spontaneous  bounty  of  individuals  was 
:^Qed,  and  the  distress  relieved  or  alleviated 
•liuntary  contributions;  and,  yet,  in  the  case 
war  pro^-ecuted  with  so  much  advantage. 
r,  and  fame  to  the  country,  the  total  loss  of 
ny  in  w^ich  did  not  exceed  a  million  or  a 
n  and  a  Sialf  of  dollars,  we  will  not  afl"ord 
because,"  according  to  certain  speculative 
is,  we  art  not  bound  to  do  it!     If  the  nation 
in   a  statf  of  poverty,  the   reasoning  might 
eight;  but  It  was  otherwise— there  was  a 
s   in  the  Treasury.     What  invidious  com- 
ns,  he  asked,  would  not  the  suffering  ciii- 
in  the  Niagara   make  between  the  British 
'rnraent  »^ul   ours,  when   he  can  pass  in  a 
the    nar.ow  .strait  tbac   separates  us,  and 


ish  Government  on  the  Niagara  frontier  as  an 
implied  promise  to  indemnify  the  sufferers  but 
rather  as  an  exanaination  into  the  nature  and  ex- 
lent  of  the  loss,  to  be  laid  before  the  Government 
for  Its  consideration— a  proceeding  very   pro(.er 

even  for  ihisGovernment  in  similar  circumstance*.' 
As  to  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  to 
whom  the  Speaker  had  in  a  former  debate  refer- 
red, he  said  a  was  also  very  doubtful  what  waa 
the  object  of  his  vi.sit  to  the  interior,  whether  for 
the  purposes  of  munificence,  as  reported  on  ibe 
one  hand,  or  for  the  administration  of  justice  and 
inflicting  punishment,  as  reported  by  others.  Be 
It  as  It  might,  in  either  of  these  cases,  Mr.  C.  said 
we  ought  not  to  go  abroad  for  examples,  but  to 
regulate  our  conduct  by  the  rules  of  reason,  where- 
with he  could  not  suppose  the  people  would  be 
dissatisfied. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  was  glad  to  bear  the  Speaker's 
explanation  in  regard  to  the  insensibility  of  this 
House  to  petitions,  and  that  he  had  referred  to  a 
mere  physical  inability  to  decide  on  these  claims- 
an  objection  which  could   be  easily  obviated  by 
raising  other  committees- one,  for  instance,  for 
the  claims  from   the  Canadian   frontier,  another 
for  those  from  the  South,  dec.     He  was  glad  lo 
hear  that  the  Speaker  did  not  mean  to  impute  to 
the  House  hardheartedne.s,  of  which  construc- 
tion his  remarks  had  been  susceptible.     Notwith- 
standing the  remarks  since  made.  Mr.  C.  said  the 
position  taken  by  him  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  so 
very  ably  supported  to-day  by  Mr.  Barbour,  re- 
raained   unchanged;    for,   if   he   understood    the 
qualifications  ot    the   Speaker,   they    denied  the 
rule,  leaving  the  que.Mion  of  remuneration  to  isuf- 
ierers  one  of  mere  expediency.     Mr.  C.  repeated 
his  objection  to  the  rule  laid  dowu  by  Mr.  Clay; 
that  It  established,  all  distinction  between  public 
and  private  property  in  war  would  be  obliieraied. 
As  to  the  restraint  of  the  laws  of  war,  Mr.  C. 
said,  that  even  in  the  late  war,  the  rules  of  civil- 
ized warfare  had  not  been  observed  by  our  adver- 
sary to  their  full  extent.     If  we  were  to  destroy 
ttie  distinction  between  public  and  private  prop- 
erty, my  word  for  it.  said  Mr.  C,  you  would  find 
the  effect  of  ii  in  any  future  war.     Mr.  C.  urged 
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the  importance  of  adhering,  in  this  respect,  to  es- 
tablished principles  ;  for  which  reason,  cases  coiri- 
ing  under  the  ninth  section  should  be  left  to  this 
House,  that  it  might  at  once  establish  the  rule, 
and  decide  the  cases.  A  strict  application,  he 
said,  of  the  rule  of  the  law,  as  it  exists,  would  not 
embrace  many  just  cases,  and  for  this  reason  also 
Congress  ought  to  decide  them,  having  the  power 
to  enlarge  the  rule.  In  all  that  had  been  said  in 
favor  oJ  retaining  the  9th  section,  a  wish  had 
been  expressed,  that  the  rule  of  the  decision  made 
on  claims  in  this  District,should  prevail  through- 
out the  United  States.  Mr.  C.  entered  his  pro- 
test against  it;  he  believed  those  decisions  did 
not  come  within  the  letter  of  the  law,  within  the 
spirit  of  the  law,  nor  within  the  rules  on  which 
the  country  ought  to  act  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied  to  the  Speaker.  As  for 
indemnity  for  losses  by  an  enemy,  in  consequence 
of  the  omission  of  the  Government  to  protect  the 
property  of  the  citizen,  such  cases  ought  to  have 
been  provided  for  in  the  Treaty  of^eace  at  the  ter- 
mination ofthe  war.  But,  without  such  provis- 
ion, the  Government  was  as  much  bound  to  in- 
demnify for  losses  by  private  robbery,  as  for  losses 
by  public  robbery,  to  which  he  likened  the  de- 
struction of  house*;,  itc,  private  property,  by  an 
enemy.  An  enormous  debt  of  justice,  tie  said, 
arising  from  the  Revolutionary  war,  yet  remained 
unpaid;  countless  millions  of  various  losses.  He 
did  not  say  he  would  go  back  and  remunerate 
those  sufferers,  but,  if  the  House  were  lo  allow 
claims  from  considerations  of  liberality,  as  now 
urged,  they  certainly  ought  from  those  of  justice. 
Mr.  B.  defined  justice  and  liberality,  concluding 
by  saying  that  ttie  Government  ought  to  pay  all 
such  claims  on  it,  as,  if  suable,  it  would  be  com- 
pelled in  a  court  of  law  to  pay.  With  regard  to 
the  small  claims  under  the  act  of  last  session,  he 
was  willing  to  turn  them  over  to  the  War  De- 
partment ;  but  in  regard  to  cases  of  large  amount, 
depending  on  the  construciion  of  the  rule,  they 
ought  to  come  before  the  House. 

At  sundown,  Mr.  Wright  announced  his  de- 
sire to  make  a  lew  remarks;  and.  on  his  motion, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  rise,  by  a  small  majority  ; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  7. 

Mr.  Arcuer  submitted  ihe  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 
table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing to  officers  who,  dunng  the  late  war,  have  been 
promoted  from  the  ranks  ot  the  Army,  the  bounty  land 
to  which  they  would  have  been  enUUed  in  case  they 
had  not  been  promoted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  inslrucied  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  and  propriety  of  directing  the  appli- 
cation of  the  funds  arising  under  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress "  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen," 
at  the  port  of  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  m  aid  of 


the  funds  ofthe  corporation  of  that  city,  towards 
the  erection  and  support  of  a  marine  hospital. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  provision,  by  law,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  judge  for  the  northern  judicial 
district  in  the  State  of/New  York,  to  reside  io 
the  district.  -^ 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  pay  and  compensation  ta 
the  mounted  volunteers  who,  in  the  year  1813, 
served  in  the  expedition  to  the  headwaters  of 
White  River  and  the  Wabash,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Russell. 

Mr.  H.  recapitulated  the  merits  of  the  corps  his 
resolution  referred  to,  their  services  and  sufferings, 
and  the  causes  why  their  exertions  were  not  more 
efficient  or  more  brilliant. 

Mr.  Harrison  rose  to  testify  to  the  alacrity  of 
the  corps,  and  the  importance  of  the  services  they 
rendered,  as  well  as  their  nardships  and  deserts. 
After  which,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Irvi.no,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  amending  by  law  that  part  of  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  which  is  in 
the  following  words:  ''and  in  all  cases  where  an 
'  ad  valorem  duty  shall  be  charged,  it  shall  be 
'  calculated  on  the  net  cost  of  the  article  al  the 
'  place  whence  imported,  (exclusive  of  packages, 
'  commissions,  and  all  charges.)  with  the  usual 
'  addition,  established  by  law,  of  twenty  per  cen- 
'  turn  on  all  merchandise  imported  from  places 
'  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  ten  per 
•  centum  on  articles  imported  from  all  other 
'  places." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  received 
yesterday,  communicating  the  annual  report  of 
the  Director  of  the  Mint. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm  (or- 
dering an  allowance  in  his  public  accounts  for 
certain  money  lost  in  the  mail)  was  taken  up.  and, 
after  a  short  discussion,  it  was  ordered  lo  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Robertson  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
reports  in  relation  to  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  ttie  General  Land  Office;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Chalmet  Delino, 
deceased,  and  of  Anthony  Cruzai,  and  L.  P.  De- 
verges,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  lo  the  Com- 
miliee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tne  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  a  new  edition  of  the  collection  of 
laws  respecting  the  public  lands,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  ihis  House. 

Mr.  Yancey  having  moved  to  go  again  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Claims'  law,  and 
llie  House  refusing,  Mr.  Y.  was  more  successful 
111  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
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Bank  of  the  UnUed  States. 


-  .  J^'^  ^'■°'"  ^^^  further  consideration  of  (he  said 
I  i)t«J,  which  was  agreed  to. 


Janoary, 1817. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
,     ^.     FoRSvTH  called  up  the  resolution  submit- 
jttgfby  liim  yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee 

*  oy^  the  National  Currency  to  inquire  "  whether 
I  tl.iPresident  and  Directors  of  the  Bank   of  the  i 
I  Unified  Stairs  have  adopted  any  arrangement  by  ! 
'  w<cb  the  payment  of  the  specie  portion  of  the  j 
jsf^yfiind  instaMnent  can  be  evaded  or   postponed;' 
•a»a.;if  such  arrangement  has  been  made,  the  ex- 
Jp**ency  of  adopting  some  regulation   by  which 
JU»{[iayment  of  the  specie  portion  of  the  second 
|iiy"alment  may  be  enforced  at  the  time  required 
.bfj|)e  act  of  incorporation,  or  within  a  limited 
,  ti A  thereafter." 

♦  'v:'^'  ^^'-^0°'''  s^id,  the  House  ought  not  to 
',a(>^t  this  resolution,  whether  it  regarded  its  own 
'C'4^ol  over  (he  bank,  or  justice  to  the  institution. 

Hy^enied  that  the  facts  suggested  authorized  the 

irj^j|iiry.  The  regulation  adopted  by  the  directors 
,,  that  loans  might   be  had    if  stock   to   their 

ai]A>tint  was  pledged  for  the  faithful  payment  of 
jth-^ooies  when  due.     This  regulation,  he  con- 

tef  ^ed.  was  a  pUHJent  one.  Though  by  the  char- 
jtec^i^ividends  were  withheld  from  those  who  failed 
|to  jny  the  second  instalment,  this  penalty  was  no 
;hoi|;on  the  stockholders,  because   the  dividends 

w.;|jd  be  very  small ;  and  he  was  certain  but  little 
'°^M^  specie  part  of  the  second  instalment  would 


I 


kid  in. 


The  regulation   of  the   bank  would 


Jprfnjice  the  payment  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
tio^tlment.  and  was  liberal  as  well  as  prudent. 
,T)^  bank,  Mr.  C.  understood,  commenced  its 
Jop^ttions  on  the  first  of  this  month  ;  and  it  had 
(begv  stated  at  the  last  session,  in  debate  on  the 
|cli»ter,  that  it  would  be  obliged  to  give  these  ac- 
icol^modatior.s,  as  their  notes  would  be  the  same 
'asj|j*cie.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  regulation  fair  and 
juij^  because  it  put  all  subscriptions  on  the  same 
jfo(&og,  as  all  who  deposited  stock  would  be  ena- 
,bkl  to  obtain  a  loan  ;  but  without  it.  a  few  stock- 
jho^iUirs  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  able  to 
|f»<v-  security  and  obtain  discounts,  would  alone 
J  eI^*'^  tli<?  benefit  of  the  aid  now  extended  to 
lal^^ilt  was  iilso  expedient,  as  without  it  there 
(w^'id  have  been  a  draft  on  the  money  market  of 
;th,;.  country  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  which 
twtiiid  have  produced  at  this  time  the  most  perni- 
Jci*;.*  consequences.  He  repeated,  that  it  was 
»di»gi»ctly  understood  at  the  last  session,  that  the 
'se^j^ad  specie  payment  would  necessarily  be  made 
jbyjiccommouaiions  from  the  bank  ;  and  tlie  House 
fcogj  not  no^^r  say  the  directors  had  departed  from 
.th^^pirit  or  the  provisions  of  their  charter.  The 
Jbaftc  had  gone  into  operation,  and  now  having  a 
•WNJ  of  Its  own.  it  had  a  right  to  adopt  the  regu- 
•4au|o,  if  they  perceived  it  was  expedient.  It  had 
•Jioiibeen  expected  the  specie  capital  would  much 
*ex|^ed  the  amount  of  the  first  iustalment,a(id  the 
tH(i|.4se  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  willingness  of 
ih«))ank  to  provide  itself  wiih  an  ample  amount 
oitlpecie,  as  it  was  notorious  it  had  taken  meas- 
?ha.'°  P^"*^"'^"  "•  ^^  repeater  his  belief,  that 
•lh«riesolution  was  unnecessary  and  improper. 


Mr.  Forsyth  was  not  satisfied  with  the  reasons 
urged  against  his  motion,  nor  were  they  applica- 

whether  the  bank  had  postponed  what  was  ex- 
pected  of  it-whelher  it  had  departed  from  a  duty 
required  by  its  charter.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  arrangeme-it  alluded  to  had  taken  place;  but 
il  It  had  he  denied  that  it  was  within  the  limits 
ot  the  charter,  or  that  the  directors  had  any  au- 
thority to  adopt  such  a  regulation;  because  it 
would  be  receiving,  instead  of  specie,  the  notes  of 
individuals,  which  the  act  did  not  permit  them  to 

r  k  I  'V  '*"^'  ^^^  regulation  had  been  called 
liberal;  his  objection  was  that  it  was  too  liberal 
for  the  act  under  which  the  directors  performed 
their  functions;  he  believed  it  exceeded  their 
powers,  and  if  it  was  adopted  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  all  parts  of  the  country  could  not  partake 
ot  Its  benefits,  it  was  also  unfair  and  unjust.  But 
until  inquiry  was  made,  and  the  precise  state  of 
the  lacts  known,  it  could  not  be  understood.  For 
this  reason  he  Mashed  the  inquiry  made,  and  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Ross  was  m  favor  of  the  resolution,  be- 
lieving the  regulation  inexpedient  as  regards  the 
public  interest ;  because,  although  the  bank  mi<Tht 
by  these  discounts,  do  a  good  business  wiiirout 
sending  abroad  a  single  note,  the  loans  being  made 
to  those  who  would  pay  them  in  again,  it  would 
not  at  all  promote  the  public  interest  or  conveni- 
ence.  Mr.  R.  argued  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  and  to  show  that  the  regulation 
was  improper  and  partial,  and  intended  only  to 
benefit  the  lavorites  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Calhodn  replied  to  Mr.  Ro.sa  and  to  Mr 
Forsyth.     If  the   resolution  was  not  offered  on 
a  certain  or  even  supposable  state  of  facts  it  was 
a  good  reason  for  rejecting  the  inquiry;  the  House 
ought  never  to   proceed    but   upon    facts  at  least 
probable;   m    this  instance  it  would  be  an  act  of 
caprice.     But   admitting  as   true   the   facts  sug- 
gested, they  did  not  justify  the  inquiry;  because, 
as    he  contended,   the  directors    had  acted  con- 
sistently with  their  chartered  rights;   and  he  re- 
minded Mr.  Forsyth   that  he  had   in  1815  ob- 
jected to  the  bank  bill,   then  discussed;  that  in 
the    very  nature  of  things,  all   the  specie  instal- 
ments would  not  be  paid  without  accommodation 
from  the  bank.     Mr.  C.  repeated  his  approbation 
01   the  regulation,  from   the   impartiality  it  pro- 
duced in  the  accommodations,  and  the  unhappy 
eflect  a  draft  of  three  millions  on  the  money  niar- 
ket,  would   at   this   time   have   produced   in   the 
relation   between  paper  and  specie,  which  draft 
was  obviated  by  the  regulation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied,  that  the  information  he 
had,  was  at  least  sufficient  foundation  for  inquiry. 
Irue,  he  could  not  vouch  for  the  facts,  but  he 
had  sufficient  reason  to  believe  them  to  justify  his 
raotiun.  The  fact  suggested  was  that  certain 
notes  were  received  by  the  bank  in  lieu  of  the 
specie  payment  required  by  the  charter.  Whether 
this  course  was  proper  or  expedient,  it  was  im- 
possible to  say,  without  first  making  the  neces- 
sary  inquiry  into  the  subject.  That  the  measure 
adopted   by  the  bank  was  unauthorized   by  the 
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charter,  a  single  glance  at  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, he  thought,  would  prove.  It  was  not  com- 
petent, he  insisted,  for  the  bank  to  receive  any 
notes  whatever  in  lieu  of  the  specie  instalment ; 
and  if  they  evaded  one  provision  of  the  law,  they 
might  others.  He  wished,  also,  by  an  inquiry,  to 
ascertain  whether  thealleged  regulation  had  been 
adopted  in  time  to  permit  a  general  participation 
in  it;  he  believed  it  was  not,  and  therefore  that 
it  would  operate  unfairly. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said  the  real  question  was, 
whether  the  bank  hal  power  to  receive  its  own 
notes  for  the  second  instalment.  The  directors 
had  shown  no  disposition  to  evade  specie  pay- 
ments. Look  at  the  fact,  said  he.  They  have 
sent  to  Europe  to  obtain  a  large  supply  of  specie, 
and  have  thus  taken  means  to  insure  the  pay- 
ment of  specie.  After  showing  their  willingness 
to  comply  with  the  injunctions  of  the  laws,  shall 
we,  said  Mr.  G.,  go  into  the  bank  to  disturb  them? 
The  bank  was  now  negotiating  largely  for  specie 
in  England,  and  a  trivial  circumstance  might 
create  alarm  there  and  defeat  the  negotiation. 
For  that  reason  he  thought  the  inquiry  inexpe- 
dient. The  bank  had  manifested  no  symptom  of 
evading  its  duty,  but  had  >hown  tlie  reverse  ;  had 
evinced  a  desire  to  lay  a  sure  foundation  for  spe- 
cie payments.  The  only  way  the  bank  could 
have  avoided  the  regulation,  was  to  have  closed 
its  doors,  not  to  have  commenced  business  until 
after  the  second  instalment  was  paid,  otherwi>e 
the  subscribers  would  throw  their  notes  in  and 
get  out  the  specie.  He  thought  there  were  no 
grounds  for  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Wilde  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
inquiry.  He  referred  to  the  charter  to  prove  that 
the  regulation  of  the  bank  was  unauthorized.  If 
the  directors  could  allow  the  specie  instalment  to 
be  paid  in  this  way.  they  might  also  permit  the 
stock  payments  and  all  others  to  be  evaded  in  the 
same  manner.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  inquiry, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  to  ascertain  if  the  privilege 
had  been  extended  impartially  to  the  subscribers, 
and  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  RoBERTso.v  read  the  9ih  rule  of  the  char- 
ter, which  prescribes  that  the  corporation  shall 
not  directly  or  indirectly  deal  or  trade  in  any- 
thing except  bills  of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bul- 
lion, or  in  the  sale  of  goods  really  and  truly 
pledged  for  money  lent,  and  not  redeemed  in  due 
time,  or  goods  which  should  be  the  proceeds  of 
its  lands;  and  that  it  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to 
purchase  any  public  debt  whatsoever.  .Mr.  R. 
asked  whether  this  rule  did  not  apply  to  the  re<»u- 
lation  adopted  by  the  bank  ?  whether  the  practice 
under  that  regulation  was  not  trading  in  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  whether  it  would  not  violate  this 
rule  of  the  charter?  He  expected  the  House 
would  often  have  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
the  bank,  and  he  was  not  unwilling  to  commence 
in  this  instance,  where,  he  believed,  they  had 
proceeded  improperly. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  the  pledge  re- 
quired by  the  bank  was  not  known.  He  had  un- 
derstood it  was  to  consist  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  ; 
if  so,  Mr.  Robertson's  objection  would  fail  of 


course.  He  thought  the  mover  of  the  resolution 
ought,  before  he  brought  it  forward,  to  have  been 
sufficiently  informed  to  state  what  kind  of  stock 
was  required  by  the  bank  in  pledge.  Mr.  S.  had 
at  first  been  in  favor  of  this  inquiry,  but  subse- 
quent reflection  had  changed  his  opinion.  It 
might  have  a  serious  effect  on  the  negotiations 
in  England  for  specie,  by  producing  alarm  and  a 
doubt  of  the  inviolability  of  the  charter,  <tc.  He 
confessed  he  had  not  approved  of  the  regulation 
at  first,  nor  did  he  entirely  now;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  any  violation  of  the  act  of  incorporation. 
Thedirectors  were  very  well  satisfied,  he  believed 
that  a  great  part  of  the  stockholders  would  fail  to 
pay  the  instalment  and  forfeit  their  dividends, 
and  the  directors  had  consulted  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  for  the  bank  to  afford  them  accom- 
modation, rather  than  that  should  take  place. 
The  result  was  nearly  the  same,  and  the  two 
cases  presented  a  distinction  almost  without  a 
difference.  He  asked  Mr.  Forsyth  what  was 
the  difference  between  carrying  specie  to  the 
bank  to  pay  the  instalment  and  paying  in  notes 
with  one  hand  for  which  they  might  receive 
specie  with  the  other  '  The  directors,  he  said, 
had  no  doubt  well  considered  the  subject,  and 
heard  both  sides  of  the  question  before  they  de- 
ci  led  on  their  present  course.  They  were  bound 
by  the  charter  to  pay  specie,  and  if  they  do  that 
they  do  not  violate  it ;  if  they  fail  in  that,  then  it 
is  competent  for  the  House  to  interfere  and  in- 
flict the  penalty.  He  was  opposed  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  the  9th  rule  of  the 
charter,  quoted  by  Mr.  Robertson,  had  no  ref- 
erence to  the  regulation  referred  to.  and  argued 
that  the  deposite  required  by  the  bank  was  not 
that  dealing  or  trading  which  was  prohibited  by 
the  rule.  He  considered  the  notes  of  the  bank 
the  same  as  specie,  because  they  were  convertible 
into  gold  and  silver  at  pleasure.  Mr.  C.  replied 
to  Mr.  Wilde  and  others,  and  said  he  was  the 
more  anxious  that  this  motion  should  not  be 
agreed  to,  as  it  was  a  leading  case  of  inquiry. 
He  thought  if  ever  the  House  lost  its  ontrolover 
the  bank,  it  would  be  by  disturbing  them  on  tri- 
vial questions  and  occasions.  He  had  tiie  strong- 
est conviction  that  this  bank,  backed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, would  in  time  bring  about  that  great 
revolution  in  our  currency,  so  much  desired; 
that  it  required  all  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  It,  and  he  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  now  interfere  in  the  regulations  adopted  with 
that  view. 

Mr.  Inoham  had  been  at  first  disposed  to  favor 
the  inquiry,  but  now  thought  differently;  and 
argued  at  some  length  to  show  that  the  bank  had 
adopted  no  regulation  different  from  the  ordinary 
course  of  other  banks.  The  course  adopted,  and 
that  which  would  have  followed  without  it,  were 
the  same  to  the  public  interest,  and  did  not  ia 
any  way  affect  it.  Mr.  I.  repeated  substantially 
what  he  had  reason  to  believe  was  the  regulatioa 
adopted  by  the  board  of  directors;  it  was,  that  it 
would,  from  the  31st  of  December  to  the  23J  of 
January  inclusive,  discount  on  deposiies  of  the 
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I    ^#:lc  of  ilir,  bank  at  par,  or  of  six 

I    ^|he  Uoited  Stales  at  ninety  per  > 

(    "Jift    party   putting  in  a    note    fur 
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per  cent,  stock 
^   ,      cent.,  provided 
•5j«    party   putting  in  a    note    fur    discount   and 
■«j|ikiDg  the  depo^Jte  of  stock,  should  accompany 
^y  same  with  a   power  of  attorney  to  sell    the 
#4:k   in  sixty  days   from   the  first  of  January, 
fjaing  the  day  the  note  becomes  due.)  and  apply 
3ir«  money  lo  the  discharge  of  the  note.     Mr.  I. 
iJSt)ught  they  might  have  arrived  at   their  object 
ijj  another  way,  and  that  this  regulation  was  a 
■—olation  of  ihe  contract  between  the  stockholders 
d  th&  directors,  by   annexing  a  penalty  to  the 
^  ii-ptymenl  of  the  notes  when  due  ;  but  that  was 
s^-uatter  between  themselves.     As  to  the  accom- 
i-rp^ation  bring  extended  toall  parts  of  the  coun- 
15^  there  were  but  one  or  two  offices  of  discount 
)^  opened,  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  dis- 
(J^^unts  to   the  extent  considered  fair  and  equal 
c^d  be  all  effected  at  thera.  ' 

^  r.  RoBKRTaoN  remarked,  that  what  he  had 
Ad  from  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
j.  had  resulted  in  a  complete  conviction  on  his 
•d  that  tf,e  regulation  of  the  bank  was  unau- 
iized  by  the  act;  that  it  was  clearly  prohibited 
-  j^he  9th  rule.  Mr.  R.  argued  further  to  show 
tiac  the  regulation  permuted  a  dealing  in  a  man- 
nj^unauthofized,  and  was  a  direct  infraction  of 
*  Tj  charter.  It  was  a  dereliction  which  he  would 
countenance  from  a  fear  of  any  alarm  held 
as  likely  10  be  produced  in  England  or  else- 
Vre. 

^     ,"5rlr.  Root  said  they  had  been  promised  at  the 
U^^-session  that   the   filthy  rags  with    which  the 


BM«et^  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betta,  Bird«Il 
^'°"">„"°"; B^o«l'^  Brown,  BurwelJ,  Caldwell,  Chap-* 
pell,  Ciliey,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Clayton,  ClenJennin,  Comstock,  Cot.dict,  Conner 
Crawford,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Desha,  Edwards  For- 
syth, Gaston,  Glasgow,  Hahn,  Hall.  Hammond 'Har- 
rison. Hawes,  Hendricks,  Hugcr,  Hungerford,  imnr 
of  New  York,  Irwm  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson  John- 
son  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Langdon,  Little,  Lovetl,  Lump- 
w"'.  VJ'''  ^y°"'  ^»clay.  Mason,  McLean,  Miller, 
Mills,  Milnor,  Moffat,  Nelson,  Harris,  Pickens,  Picker- 
ing, Piper,  Pitkin,  Reed.  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Southard,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Tyler 
Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  MassachusetU,  Ward  of  New 
J^?''.'''  ^f^*?,  of /"^e*  J«?rsey,  Wheaton,  Whiteside, 
WUcoi,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  V\  dliams,  and  WUloughby. 

Nats— Messrs.  .\dgat«,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Avery, 
Baer,  Birdseye,  Bradbury,  Breckenndge,  Bryan,  Cady, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Carr  of  Massachusetu,  Champion, 
Creighton,  Dickens,  Findley,  Fletcher,  Forney.  Gold, 
Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Hooks,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Jewett,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King,  Law,  Lewis, 
Love,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  Marsh,  McCoy,  McKee,  Mid- 
dleton,  Moore,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Noyes,  Ormsby,  Peter,  PleasanU,  Powell,  Rice,  Rug- 
gles,  Schenck,  Shcffey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Siurges,  Taggart.  Tallmadge.  Taul, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Townsend,  Thomas 
WiUon,  Wilhain  WiUon,  Woodward,  Wright,  and 
I  ancey. 
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>>try  was  infested,  would    De  put  to  flight  bv 
gigantic  institution  ;  but  it  had  been  foretold 
'  this    bank    would    never    have  more    than 
00,000  ju   sp«cie,  and    an  amendment    was 
^  t  doubling  the  second  specie  instalment,  that 
j'bank  nugnt  not  go  into  operation  on  the  first 
alment  aUne.     It  seemed  that  the  reasonable 
fcctaiions  of  Congress  had  not  been  fulfilled, 
It  was  asked  now  to  inquire  into  it;  and  this 
ury  must  be  resisted,  because  it  might  enibar- 
^  the  negotiations  of  the  bank  minister  in  Lon- 
>d(^     But  he  thought  the  inquiry  would  rather 
«fa4aitate  iho-e  negotiations,   which  opinion   he 
:ar?u.ed  to  establish,  and  lo  show   that  if  it  even 
er^nced  the  price  of  specie  in  the  country,  that 
jWipkl  induce  its  greater  importation  and  tend  to 
jrc'g.re  an   equilibrium  in   us  value.     He  argued 
tal'tjio  show  that  but  for  this  regulation  the'sub- 
}sc-4,ers  would  not  be  able  to  evade  paying  the 
d   speciL'  instalment,  and  that  the  bank  had 
♦adoption  acted  indiscreetly. 
..   Grosvenor  replied  to  Mr.  Robertso."^, 
iDainiain)?d  that  the  pledges  required  by  the 
^«Jt  did  not  «;xtend  to   that  kind  of  dealing  for- 
biO^^    by   ihi  charter;  that   the  stock   was  re- 
fi!'S^  **  security   only,  and   the  question  as  to 
Jht^i-gality  01   It  could   not  properly  arise  until 
)h«*.Unk  undertook  to  sell  the  stock  pledged. 
»    >«Jer  some  further   remarks  from   Mr.   Ross, 
^rJiNGUAM.   and   Mr.  Forsyth,  in   support  of 
thH*^    respective    opinions,    the    resolution    was 
l^dyjttd—aye^  89,  nays  68.  as  follows  : 
I    7f  **~'^««»'»-   Adams,   Archer,   Baker,   Barbour, 


Wed.nesdav,  January  8. 
Mr.  Vose  presented   a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants  of  Nelson,  in  tiie  Sute  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be  trans- 
ported  or  opened  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Cha.mpion  preNented    like  petitions   from 
sundry  inhabitants  ol  the  Stale  of  Connecticut.— 
Relerred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  a  simi- 
lar petition,  Irom  the  inhabitants  of  Southampton 
in  Massachusetts.  ' 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  petition  of  bundry 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  expressive  of 
their  satislaction  at  the  recommendation  to  Con- 
gress, by   the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the   subject   ol    an    uniformity    in    weights   and 
measures,  and   praying  that  this   important  sub- 
ject may  not  be  sulfered  to  languish,  but  that  it 
may  be  carried   into  effect  with  as  much  expedi- 
tion as  Its  nature  will  admit,  and  as  11$  value  and 
merits   to  the  people   of  the  present  and    future 
generations  require.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
upon  the  subject  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  of  the 
inembers  ol  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi 
lerriiory,  praying  mat  the  said  Territory  may 
be  erected  into  a  State  and  Government,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States.— Referred  to  the  committee 
ol  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  (or  the  admission  of  the  western  part  of  the 
said  rerritory  into  the  Union,  as  a  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expedieucy  and  policy  of  amending  the 
act  entitled,  "Aa  act   relating  to  settlers  on  the 
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lands  of  the  United  State!*,"  so  that  all  settlers  on 
public  land?,  who  have  not  leased  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  remain  thereon  in  peaceable  po.5- 
session  one  year,  from  the  expiration  of  the  ex- 
isting law;  and  also,  to  inquire  into  the  policy  of 
extending  the  provisions  of  !<iaid  act  to  all  those 
who  have  settled  down  on  the  land  lately  ceded 
by  the  Chickasaw*,  north  of  Tennessee  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  to  all  non-commiss- 
ioned officers  and  private^,  who  enlisted  for  and 
during  the  late  war.  and  who  served  until  the 
end  thereof,  or  who  died  or  were  killed  previously 
to  obtaining  an  honorable  discharge,  their  bal- 
ance of  pay  and  bounty  in  land,  and  who,  from 
the  causes  aforesaid,  and  various  others,  did  not 
receive  regular  discharges,  whereby  they  were 
deemed  to  have  forfeited  said  pay  and  bounty. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
OD  the  bill  to  amend  the  Claims'  law  ;  the  ques- 
tion being,  unless  amendments  were  proposed, 
''Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time?" 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  rose  and  spoke  at 
some  length  in  favor  of  a  motion  he  made  to 
strike  out  the  word  ninth  from  among  the  sec- 
tions of  the  law  proposed  to  be  repealed.  He 
depicted  the  sufferings  which  he  himself  had 
witnessed  of  the  people  on  the  Niagara  frontier, 
who  would  be  particularly  injured  by  the  repeal 
of  the  provision  in  their  favor,  and  the  conse- 
quent disappointment  of  just  expectations  found- 
ed on  the  act  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Desha  suggested  the  expediency  of  adding 
to  this  motion  the  tenth  section,  as  being  con- 
nected with  the  ninth. 

Mr.  Yancey  opposed  the  motion,  that  had  for 
its  object  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the  ninth  sec- 
tion. The  principle  of  that  section,  he  admitted, 
was  a  just  one;  but  it  had  received  a  construc- 
tion which  Congress  never  intended;  for  it  was 
not  their  intention  10  provide  for  the  payment  of 
all  claims  for  losses  during  the  war,  which  should 
be  even  just,  but  to  provide  for  a  limited  class 
of  cases.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  cases 
coming  under  this  section  should  come  before 
the  House  ;  though  he  should  not  consider  it 
very  important  to  take  that  course,  if  the  House 
should  prefer  to  transfer  the  adjudication  of  these 
claims  also  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War  De-  i 
pariment,  upon  the  uniform  correctness  of  whose 
decisions,  heretofore,  he  relied  for  a  correct  con- 
struction of  the  law  in  future.  Mr.  Yancey 
appeared  anxious  that  the  partiality  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  to  this  biU.  should  not  be  con- 
sidered as  proceeding  from  hostility  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  ninth  section,  but  from  a  wish  that 
the  claims  should  be  correctly  adjudicated. 

Mr.  Wright  next  ro>€.  He  entered  at  large 
into  the  question  of  general  law,  so  far  as  it  re- 
gards the  obligation  on  a  Government  to  indem- 
nify Its  citizens  for  losses  sustained  during  war. 
He  advocated    in    this   respect   what   had   been 


called  in  debate  too  liberal  a  policy  ;  he  sustained 
[  it  by  arguments  drawn  from  the  theory  of  the  law, 
as  well  as  by  reference  to  the  practice  of  this 
Government,  even  as  e^rly  as  the  Revolution,  up 
to  this  day.  The  Government,  he  concluded, 
had  always  recognised  its  duty  to  protect  the 
citi;ren,  and  remunerate  him  for  his  losses  from 
the  hand  of  an  enemy,  sometimes  even  maritime 
losses.  Adverting  then  to  the  question  before 
the  House,  he  opposed  the  repeal  of  the  principle 
incorporated  in  the  law  of  the  last  session,  which 
provides  for  the  payment  for  hou.^es destroyed  on 
account  of  their  military  occupation;  and  mul- 
tiplied argument  on  argument  to  show  that  jus* 
tice  and  policy,  putting  liberality  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, combined  to  sustain  the  law.  He  defended 
the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner  under  the  act, 
and  said  that  he  did  not  believe  any  man  who 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  them,  could 
think  otherwise  than  he  did  on  that  head.  He 
dwelt  on  the  right  of  those  who  had  suffered  in 
the  war,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
Government  to  protect  them,  to  demand  remu- 
neration, from  which  they  ought  not  certainly  to 
be  debarred,  because  of  the  amount  of  their 
claims,  which  had  been  opposed  as  an  objection, 
very  unjustly  and  parsimoniously,  to  a  liberal 
execution  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Robertson,  adverting  to  the  mass  of  busi- 
ness before  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands,  and 
inferring  thence  the  quantity  before  other  com- 
mittees, insisted  on  the  opinion  he  formerly  ex- 
pressed of  the  inadequacy  of  the  House  to  a 
proper  examination  and  decision  of  the  claims 
embraced  10  the  ninth  section.  He  opposed  the 
proposition  to  repeal  that  section,  as  an  attempt 
to  take  away  a  vested  right,  to  put  afloat  princi- 
ples solemnly  established  by  law.  In  the  course 
of  his  argument,  Mr.  R.  contended,  that  in  jas- 
tice,  (not  in  liberality  merely,)  the  Qovernraedt 
was  bound  to  pay,  first,  for  that  property  which 
the  United  States  have  themselves  used  or  de- 
stroyed in  war;  second,  for  all  property  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  because  having  been  useful  or 
necessary  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States; 
and,  still  further,  he  would  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment for  property  destroyed  by  us  because  in  the 
possession  or  use  of  the  enemy.  Mr.  R.  dwelt 
on  the  importance  of  this  principle  to  the  State 
which  he  represented,  through  which,  in  any 
f'lture  war,  the  enemy  will  seek  access  to  the 
back  country.  It  was  not,  therefore,  in  regard 
to  present  losses  that  he  was  anxious  so  much  as 
to  establish  the  rule  now,  that  in  any  future  war 
the  people  may  have  some  encouragement  to 
make  that  defence  against  invasion  which  they 
had  so  gloriously  made  during  the  late  war.  Mr. 
R.  referred  to  history  for  numerous  examples 
even  of  despots  remunerating  and  solacing  their 
subjects  in  war,  and  much  more,  he  said,  ought 
a  Government  depending  on  the  attachment  of 
its  people,  and  leagued  by  common  interests  io 
one  Fociety,  to  pursue  that  policy. 

Mr  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  a  modl- 
cation  of  the  amendment  which  he  had  ofiered 
in  Committee  of  the   Whole,  to  strike  out  the 
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jPtiioIe  of  this  bill  excepting  the  enacting  clause, 
i^^d   substitute  therefor  a   revisionary  power   io 
^ihe  of  the.  Heads  of  Departments.     Mr.  J.  then 
foceeded    to  an    exarayiation    of  the  cases  re- 
itjrred   to  by  Mr.   Forsyth   as  incorrectly  deci- 
i^d  by  the  Commissioner,  and  affirmed  that  the 
^me   decisions   he   should   himself  have    made, 
■^;id  the  ca>es  been  placed  before  him  for  decision,' 
\^d  so  he  was  convinced   would  a  large  majority 
f4t  the  House,  after  the   representation  which  he 
Sxjuld   make  of  the   ca^es.     He  then  examined 
ipi  evidence,  as  connected  with  the  law  of  the 
t|'"»t  session;  and  thoroughly  justified  the  decisions 
fjjerred    tc   by   Mr.    Forsyth.     Facts,  he  said, 
i  ^re  stubborn  things,  and  ought  to  influence  the 
b  ^use  in  us  decisions  more  than  general  clamor; 
t  1*1  facts  he  had  presented   to  the  House  to  vin- 
t,  ,iate  the   Commissioner  from  what  he  consid- 
i  4d  unjust  imputations  on  his  capacity  or  char- 
ii  NJer.     If  oe    had  decided   the  cases  otherwise, 
;  "f.  J.  said-he   would  have  voted  to  dismiss  that 
r^mmissiaaer.     Mr.  J.  disclaimed  any  the  least 
ij'ention  disrespectful  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  but  ex- 
).ft»ssed  his  astonishment  at  the  view  Mr.  F.  had 
•^'-en  of  this  subject,  which  was  as   wide  from 
t   of  Mr.  J.  as   the  poles  are  asunder.     After 
Icluding  his  examination  of  these  cases,   he 
fjiealed  tu  the  sensibility  of  the  House  to  repel 
^^  argument  against  paying  these  claims  on  ac- 
^iint  of  the  amount  of  perhaps  one  million  of 
:rfars.     It  was  too  late,  he  said,  after  patriotic 
>j)d   had    freely  flowed,  after   private   properly 
Pid  been  Uid  waste,  after  an   hundred  and  ten 
VJlions    oP  dollars    had   been   expended    m    tne 
^— It  was  too  lale  to  spurn  the  petitions,  the  just 
:pts  ol  the  suflVrers  in  the  war  by  the  agency  of 
.  Uoyernraent,  because,  forsooth,  they  amount 
4  million  of  dollars  !     He  appealed  to  the  good 
L*e   of    the    House    not    to    pursue    a    course 
ich  would  steel  the  hearts  of  the  people  and  of 
ir    posterity,  in   any  future   war.   to   the   calls 
'jn  ihem  by  the  Government  for  sacrifices.  He 
^leeched  gtntlemen  not,  like  the  raiser,  to  cling 
U'  «tie  stron»  box,  the  closer  the  richer  they  grew, 
**i  rather  lend  their  aid  to  dry  the  tears  of  the 
'jw.   and    heal    the   wounds   of  the    broken- 
ted. 

r.  Fohsvth  rejoined  to  Mr.  Joh.nson's  re- 
ks  on  particular  cases,  prefacing  his  remarks 
,i^e  assurance  of  the  sincerity  with  which  he 
iJ)rocated  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  good 
1  which  the  gentleman  had  expressed.  He 
rA^arained-  the  cases  he  had  before  referred  to 
a^l' declared,  so  far  did  he  diflVr  from  Mr.  John- 
s', that  for  those  decisions  alone  would  he  have 
daiiissedthii  Commissioner.  Alter  going  through 
adffitical  esaraination  of  the  cases  referred  to 
_  F.  concluded,  by  a  general  objection  to  all 
UA  cases  of  impressment,  decided  by  the  Com- 
mffSioner,  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  ne- 
c»5pity  of  impressment  of  properly  m  any  case; 
*55  no  such  individual  property  destroyed  ought 
tge  paid  f(>r,  he  said,  without  evidence  to  that 

^r.  WiLDB  made  a  number  of  remarks  in  re- 
girl  to  evidence,  corresponding  with   those  of 
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Mr.  Forsyth,  being,  like  him.  disposed  wbollv  to 
condemn  the  decisionsof  the  Commissioner.  Mr 
VV  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com-' 
»T  ^!.f  ^*'™?;«oa«  '0  bring  the  case,  speci- 
ally before  this  House,  whose  capacity  to  decide 
them  he  maintained.  He  also  took  other  views 
of  the  subject,  which,  owing  to  his  position,  the 
reporter  could  not  distinctly  hear. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  next  spoke,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  question.  He  put  the  conduct  of  the 
Commissioner  out  of  the  question,  although  he 
said  that,  by  passing  this  act,  Congress  would 
efleclually  legislate  the  Commissioner  out  of  of- 
fice, and  would,  in  this  mode,  indirectly  exercise 
a  function  which  the  Constitution  had  expresslr 
refused  to  them,  and  given  to  another  authority. 
Mr.  G.  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  question 
regarding  the  act;  replied  to  Mr.  Wilde;  and,  in 
his  usual  spirited  manner,  analyzed  the  arguments 
in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  replied  to  them,  com- 
lending  that  this  House  was  wholly  unfit  tu  ad- 
judicate such  a  mass  of  cases  as  those  embraced 
in  the  ninth  section.  Tne  laws  of  evidence 
were  also  brought  into  discussion  by  Mr.  G  •  in 
regard  to  which,  he  wholly  difl^ered  from  'the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  who  had  spoken  on  the 
subject.  ' 

Mr.  Ya.ncey  rose  in  defence  of  the  Committee 
0  Claims  against  the  imputations  on  the  princi- 
pies  laid  down  by  that  committee,  and  on  iheir 
general  conduct.  He  denied  the  correctness  of 
the  intimation  that  ihe  Commissioner  of  Claims 
had  not  bad  fair  play  in  the  House,  so  far  as  it  ap- 
plied to  the  Committee  of  Claims:  so  far  he 
pointedly  averred,  the  remark  was  wholly 'un- 
founded. ' 

Mr.  Hllbert  explained  the  reasons  why  he 
was  opposed  to  repealing  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  ot  last  session;  especially,  since  the  cases 
would  conrie  before  the  Additional  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department,  of  whom,  personally,  Mr. 
H.  spoke  with  high  praise.  He  also  gave  great 
applause  to  the  President  for  his  conduct  in  tak- 
ing upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  suspending 


the  decisions  of  the  C 


ommis.^ioner,  and    he  had 


\ 


„„   I     ,  ,    .       — •■-■■■v^uci,  auu    lie  uaa 

no  doubt,  in  so  doing,  that  the  President  had  acted 
strictly  within  his  legal  duty.  He  never  would, 
he  said,  among  other  remarks,  g.ve  a  vote  which 
would  retain  in  office  the  present  Commis.sioner, 
who,  though  he  believed  he  was  a  truly  honor- 
able  man,  possessed  too  much  feeling  to  act  as  a 
Commissioner  under  that  law. 

Mr.  Comstock  replied   to  some  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  the  ninth  section,  particularly   lo 

inatlounded  on  iheacl's  prescribing  rules,  of  which 
claimants  were  enabled  to  take  advantage  to  pro- 
cure evidence  in  support  of  claims.  He  also  re- 
plied fully  to  Mr.  Forsyth's  objection  to  Mr. 
Lee  a  decisions,  that  he  had  required  no  evidence 
ol  the  necessity  of  impressment  in  cases  of  im- 
pressed property  destroyed.  It  was  the  act  of  the 
officer,  presumed  to  act  correctly,  by  which  the 
individual  buflfered,  and  not  the  necessity  for  that 
act. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clark's 
moiiou  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  word  "  ninth, " 
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and  decided  in  theaflSroiative — yeas  74, nays  67,  as 

follows : 

YiAi« — Mewrg.  Adjyate,  Archer,  Atherton,  Avery, 
Baker,  BelU,  Bird»all,  Bird»cye,  Breckenndge,  BrookB, 
Bryan.  Cady,  Cannon,  Carr  of  Masaachusetts,  Chap- 
pell,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina. 
Comstock.  Conner,  Creighlon,  Davenport,  Deaha, 
Findley,  Fletcher,  Gold,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Harriaon, 
Henderaon,  Hendricka.  Huger,  Huibert,  Hungerford, 
Irwin  of  Pcnnsylvnnia,  Jackson,  Johnaon  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lewis, 
Little,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Wm.  Maclay,  Wm.  P.  Maclay,  Mc- 
Coy, McLean,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Parria, 
Peter,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Robertson, 
Rosa,  Savage,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Slurgea,  Taggart,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Tyler,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wilkin, 
Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  and 
Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Bacr,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Blount,  Bosa, 
Bradbury,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
pion, Clayton,  Clendennin,  Condict,  Crawford,  Cul- 
peper,  Dickens,  Edward:»,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Hale,  Hall, 
Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Hooks,  Ingham,  King.  Lang- 
don,  Law,  Lowndea,  Lumpkin,  \.y\e,  Marsh,  Middleton, 
Miller,  Moore.  Jer.  Nelson,  T.  M.Nelson,  Noyes,Orm8- 
by,  Pu'kena,  Pickering,  Piper,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  Root, 
Ruggles,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stearns,  Strong, 
Townseml,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde, 
Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  decided  against  repealing  the 
Dinih  section  of  the  hw  of  last  session. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike 
out  ihe  whole  of  the  >aid  bill  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  as  follows: 

"  That  in  all  rases  ariaing  under  the  ninth  aection 
of  an  act,  entitled  '.\n  act  authorizing  the  payment 
for  prof)erty  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  by  tlie  ene- 
my, while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purjMses,'  the  decision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner shall  be  revised  and  aanclioned,  or  rejected  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  that,  in  all  cases 
arising  under  the  remaining  sections  of  the  said  act, 
the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner  shall  be  revised  and 
sanctioned,  or  rejected,  by  the  Secretary  of  War  ;  with- 
out which  sanction,  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  lo  aatisfy  any  such 
claim  ;  and,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  said 
Secretaries  shall  make  rei>ort  of  such  caaes  as  may  be 
embraced  by  said  act,  but  which,  in  their  opinion, 
should  be  provided  for  by  law  ;  and  in  all  caitcs  where 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
or  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  deem  it 
expedient,  an  agent  shall  be  appointed  lo  examine  the 
witnesses  that  may  be  called  upon  by  any  claimant, 
and  the  agent  shall  moreover  have  the  power  to  call 
for  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea." 

Mr.  Yancey  spoke  briefly  against  the  amend- 
ment; and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  9. 

Another  member,  lo  wit:  from  New  York. 
John  B.  Yates  ap|)eared,  and  took  h>s  seat. 

Mr.  Clendennin,  suggesiing  that,  through  mis- 
lake  on  yesterday,  be  had  voted  la  the  negative, 


upon  the  question  (hen  depending,  so  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  to  amend  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.as  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  same,  which 
goes  to  a  repeal  of  ihe  ''  ninth"  section  of  the  said 
act,  and  moved  that  he  have  leave  to  correct  the 
said  mistake,  by  placing  his  vole  in  the  affirmative 
on  that  question. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

.Mr.  Hopkinson  presented  a  petition  of  the  re- 
ligious society  of  Friends,  in  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  and  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land, praying  that  other  and  stronger  provisions 
may  be  enacted  to  prevent  the  traffic  in  negro 
slaves,  from  one  State  to  another  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  which  traffic  they  allege  ihat  many 
persons  of  color,  free,  or  entitled  to  freedom  at  a 
given  lime,  are  carried  into  perpetual  slavery. — 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  that  part 
of  the  Presider.l's  Message  which  relates  to  the 
African  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  a  petition,  signed  by 
Edward  Cuibu>h  and  Samuel  R.  Marshall,  on  be- 
hall  of  the  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  a  deter- 
minate rank  may  be  affixed  to  their  situation  in 
the  Navy  ;  that  their  pay  and  emolumenis  may  be 
increased,  and  that  further  provision  may  be  made 
lor  those  who,  having  been  many  years  afloat, 
miy  be  appointed  lo  the  charge  of  naval  hospi- 
tals.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Atfairs. 

Mr,  PiccENB  presented  a  petition  of  a  Conven- 
tion of  Delegates  from  fifteen  counties  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  praying  that  the  said  Territory 
may  not  be  divided,  bui  ihat  the  samt  may  be  ad- 
mitted inlo  the  Union  with  its  present  limits,  as 
a  State,  on  an  equal  footing  wiih  the  original 
Stales;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  lo  a  se- 
lect committee;  and  Mt-ssrs.  Pickens,  Hall, 
Henderson,  Sharpe,  Creiqhton,  Yates,  and 
Champion,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lattimohe  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  such  persons  as  have  settled  on  tiie  public 
lands  lately  conquered  from  the  Indians  may  be 
permitted  to  remain  thereon  until  the  same  shall 
be  exposed  to  public  sale. — Referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  said  Territory,  soliciting  thai  a  road 
may  be  opened  by  the  Uniied  States,  from  the 
town  of  St.  Louis,  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  by  the  post  of  Arkansas. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

Mr.  LowNDBS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  respecting  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  Army;  which,  being  read,  Mr.  L.  re- 
ported a  bill  making  a  partial  appropriation  for 
the  sub-isieoce  of  ihe  Array  during  ihe  year  1817, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  ihe  Whole. 
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Jr.  RoBEJiTsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
JPjJic  Lanc^*,  reported  a  bill  making  provi>iun 
'  f(*the  location  of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  first 
I  ajfjfle  of  the  Treaty  of  the  9th  of  August,  1814, 
|b«^>»een  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation, 
:  ((/ii'rtain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  that  nation,  and 
Jfukgther  purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
•ci&mitted  to  a  Committee  o(  the  Whole. 

Xbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
;fr"»<x  the  Treasury  Department  enclosing  a  report 
iari' statement  of  loan  office  and  final  settlement 
#ct4»ificates  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
itityijtal  Cot/gress,  which  remain  outstanding, 
jmfif  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  15ih 
JofJ\pril  last ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

r     Wfi  raotioQ  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  the  Com- 
limtze  on  Pensions  and    Revolutionary  Claims 
|w>.v  directed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and.  if  any. 
{WftiK  further  provision  by  law  is  requisite  to  en- 
iatif^riding  oasters  of  the  Revolutionary  war  to 
re  I'ejve  a  bounty  in  land  equal  to  that  allowed  to 
01  j<Jr  officers  ot  the  same  rank, 
tjji  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  the  Committee  on  the 
I  Ji^ifciary  were  instructed   to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
Jptspi^ncy  of  providing,  by  law,  for  holding  aa- 
rnii^Hy  two  tprms  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
te) States.  Within  the  District  of  Maine,  in  Mas- 
saihusetts. 

jfcVii  engrossed   bill   entitled    '"An    act  for  the 
re|.erf"  of  Henry   Malcolm,"  was  read    the  third 
tii|)(i  and  paised. 
,     |riie  bill  frpm  the  Senate,  '•  to  authorize  a  new 
ietition 


PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

The  House  again  took  up  this  subject — Mr. 
Johnson's  substitute  for  the  bill  reported  by  the* 
Committee  of  Claims  being  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Harrison  rose  in  support  of  the  •ubstuute, 
though  he  had  not  been  entirely  friendly  to  all 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  last  se>sion.  and  show- 
ing that  the  construction  given  to  the  9ih  section 
by  the  Executive  would  not  embrace  a  single 
case  on  the  Northwestern  frontier.  .Mr.  H.  read 
an  amendment  which  he  deemed  necessary  to 
give  jusl  scope  to  the  law,  and  entered  into  a 
particular  and  rainut--  argument  to  establish  the 
expediency  and  justice  of  relief  to  the  cases 
which  his  proposition  embraced.  Without  ex- 
pressing an  ojunion  on  the  merits  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, he  was  opposed  to  legislating  him  out  of 
office  without  a  f^ir  investigation  loiu  his  con- 
i  duct,  and  said  that  officer  would  have  reason  to 
comi'laia  if  the  inquiry  into  his  conduct  was  not 
prosecuted  to  some  end,  &c.  The  amendment 
which  Mr.  H.  wished  to  engralt  on  Mr.  John- 
son's substitute,  was.  kubtjianiially.  first,  that  the 
act  should  be  construed  to  extend  to  every  house 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  order  ot  any  officer 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  tacilitate 
the  operations  of  the  army,  or  any  detachment 
thereof,  or  to  impede  those  of  the  enemy.  Second. 
That  the  9th  section  of  the  act  should  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  every  house,  whether  occu- 
pied as  a  military  deposite,  or  as  barracks  lor 
soldier.s.  or  as  a  hospital,  which,  during  the  late 
war,  was  destroyed  hy  the  enemy  in  consequence 


TU 


.on  of  t«e  collection  of  la ws^  respecting  the  !f  .uch  occupation;  and  to  all  houses  desroyed 
he  lands.!  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  ^y  the  enemy  in  consequence  of  a  military  re- 
fa  third  nme  to  morrow.  .,.„„..  i„„,,,.,  .„  .^,„  ..i„i.K^.i.„..i  _i-.u--l___ 


1  sistance  Irom  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  same, 


Vjmessage  trom  the  Senate  informed  the  House  i  provided  no  hou»e  should  be  so  included,  unless 
tjthe  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  I  u  had  been  hired  under  the  authority  of  the  Guv- 
fl:   An  at't  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  regis- ,  ernment,  or  was  at   the   lime  actually  used  for 


jind  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
i-rje  at  Marietta;  An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
firialion  j'or  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
'Lf'yriTy  of  s^ongress,  and  for  other  purposes; 
ai^^J  an  act  requiring  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
tl^«  United  States  to  establish  an  office  of  dis- 
|c<vj$t  and  dt*>osite  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
>it^#hich  biMs  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
•lh«  -House. 

I    ^  :  'MISSISSIPPI  LANDS. 

\  TWr-  Can.ndn  called  up  the  resolution  submil- 
i  tet  by  him  tii  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lay- 
» ir&  off  a  sef^irate  surveyor's  district  in  the  Mis- 
{siCippi  Territory,  adjoining  the  southern  bound- 
?  a.'^  ()f  Tenne^see.and  including  the  late  purchases 
{  nJrd^e  from  t^e  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians, 
jaift  to  proviijefor  the  appointment  of  a  principal 
jsi^vnyor  for  said  district;  also,  a  register  and  re- 
jc^Nner  of  puhjic  moneys;  and  to  make  such  fur- 
•  tl.»r  provision  as  may  be  necessary  to  have  the 
Ua^ds  within  the  same,  to  which  the  Indian  title 
I  h;^  teen  exfioguished,  surveyed,  and  oflered  for 
J  sa,-;  as  soon  a<  practicable. 

I  ffter  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr. 
!  C;i^'itN0N,  the  fesolution  was  agreed  to. 

\     ^         '        I 

!  i-        i 


the  purposes  mentioned. 

Mr.  Fletcher  advocated  the  amendment,  and 
stated  some  cases  of  hardship  which  would  be  re- 
lieved by  It,  but  which  it  was  not  probable  from 
the  nature  of  things  as  they  existed,  the  mass  of 
business  before  the  committees,  and  the  difficulty 
of  establishing  individual  claims  before  the  House, 
would  ever  receive  relief  frum  the  House  if  the 
Uw  were  repealed.  Mr.  F.  argued  at  some  length 
iQ  support,  as  well  of  the  substitute  as  of  the 
amendment  |)ropo:>ed  thereto. 

Mr.  Hardin  rose  in  reply  in  opposition  to  the 
substitute,  and  in  support  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims;  and,  without  expressing 
any  opinion  at  present  on  Mr. Harrison's  amend- 
ment in  the  abstract,  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
to  it,  because  it  contemplated  and  concurred  in 
retaining  ilie  Commissioner,  whose  conduct  and 
ability  he  remarked  on  with  strong  disappro- 
bation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  a  few  words,  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  Harrison  the  propriety  ot  with- 
drawing his  amendment  at  present ;  which 

Mr.  Harrison  coincided  in,  and  accordingly 
withdrew  his  proprosition. 

Mr.  Yancey  argued  at  large  m  faror  of  the 
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repeal  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
the  propriety  of  giving  the  direction  by  them 
proposed  to  the  kind  of  claims  recommended  to 
be  taken  from  the  adjudication  of  the  Commis- 
sioner. He  maintained  the  capacity  of  the  House 
to  decide,  and  the  promptitude  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  in  acting  o"  claims  which  have  been 
presented,  &c..  and  opposed  the  substitute  as  well 
as  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Harrison. 
because  cases  of  the  kind  embraced  by  the  latter 
bad  already  b-en  comprehended  by  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner,  and  acted  on  by 
him.  <tc. 

Mr.  RcYNOLns  expressed  liis  regret  at  being 
obliged  to  oppose  the  substitute  and  to  vote  for 
the  course  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Claims  ; 
but,  though  friendly  to  the  law  of  last  spssiun,  he 
could  not  «ee  thousands  of  the  public  money 
squande'ed  on  the  claims  now  provided  for,  when 
there  w^re  so  many  cases  of  suffering  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  unrelieved,  and  which  had 
been  rejected  by  this  House;  and  because  a  class 
of  cases  included  in  the  decisions  of  the  Commis- 
sioner belonged  to  Congress  to  decide  on,  and 
which  coul .  not  properly  be  transferred  to  any 
other  tribunal,  dec. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Johnson's 
substitute  was  then  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  40,  nays  108,  as  follows  : 

Yka» — Meurs.  Adgate,  Atherton,  Avery,  Bassett, 
Bett8,  Breckcnridge,  Cannon,  Comstook,  Creighton, 
Desha,  Fletcher,  Gaston,  Gold,  Glasgow,  Harrison, 
Herbert,  Huger,  Hungerford,  Irving  of  New  Vork, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lewis, 
Lovclt,  Lyon,  McKee,  Miiln,  Hugh  Nelson,  Ormsby, 
Peter,  RoberUon,  Sharpe,  Shelfey,  Stuart,  Tate,  Taul, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Wilkin,  Thos.  Wilson,  and 
Wright. 

Nais — Messrs.  .^dams,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baer, 
Baker,  Barbour,  Batenaan,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdseye, 
Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Burwell,  Cady, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark 
of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  C'layton, 
Clendennin,  Condict,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Culpep- 
er,  Davenport,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Findley,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Hahn.  Hale,  Hall.  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes, 
Heister,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  Hopkinson, 
Hulbert,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia.  Kent, 
King,  LangJon,  Little,  Love,  Lyie,  Wm.  Maclav, 
Wm.  P.  Maclav,  Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Miller,  Milnor,  .Moore,  .Murfree,  J.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nel- 
SOD,  Noyes  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
ants, Powell,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roane,  Root,  Rogs,  Rug- 
gles,  Savage,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Sturgcs,  Taggart,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Town- 
send,  Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover, 
Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  WiUiams,  Wm.  Wilson, 
Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  substitute  wa>  rejected. 

Mr.  Hakdin  never  having  thought  that  the  9th 
section  ot  the  law  had. strictly  construed,  extended 
far  enough,  and  wishing  to  give  it  a  litile  more 
latitude,  staled  that  he  should  hereafter  submit 
an  amendment  to  accommodate  the  law  to  the 
view  he  had  mentioned. 


Mr.  Wright,  after  some  prefatory  remarks  ap- 
probatory of  the  present  Commissioner  and  de- 
precatinij  the  intent  to  legislate  him  out  of  office, 
proposed  an  amendment,  substantially,  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint 
two  additional  commissioners  to  act  conjointly 
with  the  present  officer,  in  deciding  the  claims 
provided  for  in  the  act — instead  of  referring  that 
duty  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Department, 
&.C.,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  on  the  ground  that  the  bill  contem- 
plated referred  to  the  war  accountants  a  mass  of 
business  which  they  cannot  possibly  attend  to  in 
addition  to  their  present  duties,  and  the  preference 
of  erecting  the  tribunal  proposed  by  Mr.  Wright, 
which  would  be  able  to  decide  belter  and  with 
greater  despatch  the  cases  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Yancey  replied  to  Mr.  Smith  respecting 
the  ability  of  the  war  accountants  to  perform  the 
proposed  additional  duties,  which  he  maintained 
they  were  able  to  do, and  that  it  was  more  safe  to 
adopt  that  mode. 

Mr.  Wright  supported  his  amendment,  and  re- 
ferred to  former  experience  in  the  Government 
to  prove  the  superiority  of  his  plan  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  act;  that  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments were  already  so  overburdened  wiili  business 
that  a  new  department  had  been  recommended, 
and  bills  were  already  reported  by  the  Senate  to 
lessen  the  duties  of  those  departments — and  con- 
sequently the  impropriety  of  referring  to  them 
business  of  the  important  character  now  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Pickering  thought  there  was  already  busi- 
ness enough  to  occupy  the  war  accountant,  and 
opposed  the  committing  to  that  person,  though  a 
very  competent  man,  the  duties  of  a  judge,  to  de- 
cide cases  amounting  perhaps  to  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  and  he  would  therefore  prefer  a 
commission  of  three  persons  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  without  say- 
ing anything  about  the  present  Commissioner; 
and  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so  as  to  suit 
his  views. 

Mr.  Desha,  after  staling  his  belief  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  carry  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Wright,  as  he  was  convinced  there  was  a 
combination  to  legislate  the  Commissioner  out  of 
office,  stated  that  he  should  offer  an  amendment 
to  repeal  those  sections  of  the  law  under  which 
the  Cummissioner  was  appointed,  etc.,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  three  new 
commissioners. 

Mr.  Pickering  withdrew  his  motion  ;  and 

Mr.  Wright's  motion  was  lost  without  a  di- 
vision. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Desha,  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  said  bill  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  to  insert  as  follows: 

That  the  1 1th,  12th,  13th,  and  14th  sections  of  the 
act,  entitled  ''.^n  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  the 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  9ih  day  of  April, 
1816,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 
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^c.  2.  ^rr-/  6«  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  carry- 
In  to  ri  ecu  tion  the  above-recited  act,  the  President 
lie  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
»KLt  of  the  Henate,  is  hereby  authorixed  to  appoint 
iflee  commiiQsioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide 
in  ill  ca««U  arising  under  the  before-recited  act; 
il  who,  in  t|ie  discharije  of  their  duties,  shall  be  sub- 
j,  "*{  to  the  rulr«  and  regulations  that  have  been,  or  may 
hf  nrescribed"<  by  the  President  of  the  Unittd  States. 
Tjke'  commissv'ners  so  appointed  shall  receive,  as  com- 

|A*ation  for  Ihcir  services,  at  the  rate  of per  an- 

n^l  each  for.ihe  time  they  shall  be  actually  employed, 
wC'h  shall  ifOt  exceed  eighteen  months,  to  be  com- 
p-jcd  from  arrd  aftor  the  passage  of  this  act  :  all  offi- 
communi>;ation8  lo  and  from  the  commisaionera 
inted  umjer  this  act,  shall  be  free  of  postage, 
^c.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacttd.  That  the  said 
vWiissioner»,  so  lo  bo  appointed,  before  they  enter 
x3ai\\  the  dutirti  of  their  offices,  shall  each  take  the  fol- 
l(»ing  oath,1o  wit:  "I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear, 
tCr  I  will,  w«ll  and  truly,  accoriling  to  the  best  of  my 
•wHies,  discharge  the  duties  of  Commissioner  under 
aS  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the 
jjfiment  for  j  roprrty  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by 
tl^  enemy,  wiiile  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Nu^es,  and  frr  other  purposes  ;'  so  help  me  God  :" 
tt^Hi  which  tjiey  shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  clerk  ;  and 
««jH  proceed  io  the  execution  of  the  above-recited  act, 
^^i/^er  the  nil-s  already  prescribed  by  the  President  of 
t|£  United  tit^^les,  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  to  com- 
p&^ation  for  \he  corps  provided  for  by  the  said  act,  or 
t'lB.^tablisb  sticb  lurlher  rules  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cT^djiry  lor  thir  due  execution  of  ihe  law,  under  the 
d^<;ction,  or  f  y  the  consent  of  the  President  of  the 
l^iied  States;  having  due  regard,  m  the  establishment 
ottiirtber  regulations,  as  well  to  the  claims  of  individ- 
ug  justice,  as' to  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  and 
il^tkhould  b4<  found  necessary  to  establish  any  otlier 
f  wf  or  regulntions  for  the  due  execntion  of  the  act,  the 
'v1  commisnoners  shall  cause  them  to  be  publibbed 

a'""4>ur  week.!*,  successively,  in  the  newspapers  in  the 
i^al  States,  and  Territoiies  in  which  the  laws  of 
fJnited  States  are  published, 
^^iic.  4.  Aiid  be  it  jurther  enacted.  That  the  said 
cfidnissioneM  shall,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  claim  to 
ctarjpensatiort  or  indemnity  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 
tfi>{  hundred  dollars,  award  a  commission  to  some 
o^?  or  rai>re  \liscreet  commissioner,  in  the  vicinity  of 
i^i)re  the  witnesses  are  stated  U)  reside,  accompanied 
b>^,  ^terrogat' nes  to  be  propounded  to  such  witnesses, 
M&^h  said  ^ommist^ion,  when  executed,  shall  be  re- 
tc^^ed,  togelt'ier  with  the  examinniion  to  be  taken  in 
ihe  thereof,  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  to  the  office  of 
coinmissionera. 

c.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  ad- 
•  cations  oi  the  said  commissioners  upon  the  claims 
i£i:^tioned  in  the  said  recited  act,  whether  such  judg- 
iVf  M  be  in  fitvor  of,  or  adverKe  to  the  claim  of  the  ap- 
lynt,  the  8,ime  g^all  be  entered  by  the  clerk  in  a  book 
hie  providt^  for  that  purpose  ;  and  when  such  judg- 
tit   shall  [^  in  favor  of  such  claim,  shall  entitle  the 
4piant,  or  bis  legal  representative,  upon  the  produc- 
i|  of  a  cop>  of  such  judgment,  duly  certified  by  the 
Ik  ofsaui  ■•ommissioners,  to  payment  of  the  amount 
/oof,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

I^r.  Desha  supported    the  expt-diency  of  h\^ 
^iidnQeii^  as  well  as  the  ju:>iice  of  relieving 
i^fdWy  ^llfl'erings  sustained  in  the  late  war,  and 
"^^  impracficability  of  baviog  the  claims,  from 

it 


the  pressure  of  business,  properly  attended  to  by 
the  officers  of  the  War  DeparinoeDt.  arguing  that 
the  effect  of  such  a  course  would  be  tantamount 
to  a  denial  of  justice. 

The  amendment  was  bupported  warmly  by 
Messrs.  Robertson,  Harrison,  Fletcher.  Pick- 
ering, and  Sheffev,  on  the  ground  of  inability 
of  the  accountants  of  the  War  Office  to  perform 
the  additional  duties  eiijuioed  by  the  act,  when 
they  were  already  so  pressed  by  business  as  to 
require  a  new  organization  of  the  Department  ; 
and  the  superior  correctness  of  those  whose  spe- 
cial business  it  would  be  ;  and  also  by  the  last 
named  gentleman,  from  an  objection  to  legislate 
a  person  out  of  office,  and  because,  of  two  courses, 
neither  of  which  he  liked,  he  disliked  the  ameod- 
nieut  least. 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Yancey  and  Hardin, 
from  a  belief  that  the  Departments  were  compe- 
tent to  execute  the  law,  and  that  ihe  mode  was 
preferable  for  other  reasons  (o  the  one  proposed, 
which  ihey  argued  to  prove 

Me-srs.  HuLBERT  and  Alexander,  without  tak- 
ing sides  on  the  amendment,  respectively  made 
some  remarks  on  the  manner  of  doing  business  in 
lUf  War  Department  and  the  despatch  with  which 
pubic  business  was  transacted  there. 

Mr  Root  supported  the  amendment  at  some 
length,  and  projiused  to  include  in  the  sections 
proposed  to  le  stricken  out,  the  10th  section  of  the 
act,  the  va;,'Ue  and  inipioper  wording  of  which 
had  led  to  misconstruction  and  error.  His  molioa 
was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  D<:8Ha'8  amendment  was  negatived — yeas 
69,  nays  75. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tadl,  to  insert,  at 
the  end  of  the  third  section,  the  following : 

**  Provided,  however.  That  in  all  cases  of  claims 
against  the  United  States,  arising  under  the  first  and 
second  sections  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment, the  muster  rolls,  made  out  by  the  proper  officer, 
shall  be  taken  and  received  as  sufficient  oidence  of 
the  value  and  loss  of  the  property,  for  which  compen- 
sation 18  claimed,  where  such  muster  rolls  exhibit  evi- 
dence of  those  facts." 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Yancey,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  and  was  lost  with- 
out a  division. 

A  moiion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Harrison, 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following  sec- 
tions, to  come  in  alier  the  fir>t  .••ection,  to  wit: 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  fifth 
section  of  said  recited  act  Fhall  be  construed  to  extend 
to  every  house  or  building,  which  m  the  late  war  shall 
have  been  destroyed  by  the  order  of  any  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  facilitate 
the  operations  of  the  American  Army,  or  any  detach- 
ment thereof,  or  to  impede  those  of  the  enemy. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ninth 
section  of  the  i>aid  act  shall  hereafter  be  construed  to 
extend  lo  every  hoti>e  or  building,  whether  occupied 
aa  a  military  depoaite,  or  as  barracks  for  soldiers,  or  as 
an  bospiul,  which  during  the  late  war  shall  have  been 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  consequence  of  such  occu- 
pation, and  to  all  houses  or  buildings  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  in  consequence  of  a  military  resistance   from, 
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or  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  aame.  Provided  ul' 
ways.  That  no  house  or  building  shall  be  construed 
a  military  deposite,  within  the  meaning  of  this  section, 
or  of  the  act  aforesaid,  unless  il  had  been  hired  under 
the  authority  oi  the  Government,  or  which  at  the  time 


of  the   United  States,  as  a  place  of  deposite  for 
munitions  of  war. 


Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, a  motion  was   made  (several  .similar   mo- 
:. ».      1    .        1  .11  1  r       L  Uons  having   been   negatived)  to  adjourn  ;  and 

anT  orov7  7*f  "fh  .'        h^  "        ^"l  '^v'  ^""IT^ni     '^«  "ouse  adjoumed  at  sunset.  ^ 

and  provided  also,  that  no   house  or  building  shall  be 

considered  a  barrack  within  the  meaning  of  this  sec-  ,  


tion,  on  account  of  its  having  been  in  the  temporary 
occupancy  of  the  troops  of  the  United  Stales  u|)on 
a  march,  unless  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the 
enemy. 

Atr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  postpone 
until  to-morrow  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  and  amendment,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
the  latter  printed.  And  thequestion  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  also  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken   lo  asrree  to  that 


Friday,  January  10. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  petition  of  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company,  praying  for  aid  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, in  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  of 
their  association. —  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
•'for  the  relief  of  the   representatives  of  Ignace 


part  of  the  amendnaent  proposed  by  Mr.  Harri-  Chalmet  Delino,  deceased,  and  of  Anthony  Cru- 
30N,  comprised  within  the  first  section  thereof,  I  zat.  and  P.  L.  Deverges,"  reported  the  same  w.th- 
marked  section  two  in  the  amendment  ;  and  was    out  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 


determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  second  section 
of  the  amendment  marked  section  three;  and 
also  determined  in  the  negative 


Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on   Pen- 
sions  and   Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
w,    U7.  on*-  .  ^  I  <"or  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  minor  children  of 

,Ko  K  11^  "^         Maclay   moved   to  amend  I  Abraham  Owen,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 

K    ir.^   losertmg  after  the  word  "produce,"  j  mated  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
in  the  fif^th     me  of  the  third  section,  the  follow-         The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter 
ing  words:    •  Provided  that  no  evidence  shall  be  i  from  Jonathan    Jennings,  President   of  the  late 

Convention  of  the  people  of  Indiana,  enclosing  a 


received  other  than  that  of  citizens  or  inhabitants 
of  the  United  State.s." 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Yancey 
opposed,  and  the  mover  supported  the  amend- 
ment, It  was  decided  in  the  negative  without 'a 
division. 

Mr.  Ross  moved  a  verbal  amendment  in  the 
clause  df-tiiiing  the  evidence  to  be  required,  with 
the  view  of  making  the  provision  more  clear  and 
definite. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Yancey,  Mr. 
Shefpey.  and  Mr.  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  and 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Ross,  Root,  and  Desha, 
and  filially  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Cannun  moved  an  ameodmeai,  requirin<r 
the  Commissioner  to  give  certificates  of  hi" 
awards  to  the  claimants  in  all  cases  adjudicated 
by  him  previous  to  the  suspension  of  tne  opera- 
tion of  the  ninth  section  of  the  law. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Yancey, 
Forsyth,  Hardin,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
and  supported  by  Messrs.  Cannon  and  Taul, 
and  was  disagreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Ingham  then,  alter  some  introductory  re- 
naarks,  in  which  he  argued  against  the  immense 
extent  of  claims  which  the  construction  of  the 
ninth  section  of  the  act  had  embraced,  further, 
he  believed,  than  wascontemj.laied,  and  on  which 
It  was  essential  the  House  should  express  some 
definite  opinion,  and  adopt  some  special  provi- 
sion for  tne  government  of  the  future  construc- 
tion, moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  new 


copy  of  the  constitution,  as  adopted  for  the  go?- 
ernment  of  the  State,  which  were  ordered  lo  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  increase  the  sal- 
aries of  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys, of  the  land  office  at  Marietta;"  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  making  a  further 
appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  books,  for  the 
Library  of  Congress,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  requiring  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  lo  estab- 
lish an  office  of  discount  and  deposite  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Coinmiilee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  eniiiled.  "An  act  to 
authorize  a  new  edition  of  laws  respecting  the 
public  lands,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  an  authen- 
ticated copy  of  the  constitution  of  the  Siale  of 
Ifidiana,  which  had  been  officially  transmitted  to 
him. 

Mr.  Cannon  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
resolution : 

Retolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  reduce  the  Army 
of  the  United  Stales. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Telfair,  a  select  committee 

«o/.ti/.n   ,u,.iarin»  ii..t    .i„     ■    \  °    ,       ..;  ^'^'^P 'Qsirucied  to  inquire  at  large  into  the  claims 

section,  ueclaring  ihat   the  ninth  ".eciion  s  idu b      ,.f  i  .     u  r.i  i  ? r^  .       j 

«,.,   1^  «..,>. .,..„?  .^        .      ,'."     "f  detachments  of  the  mililid  o    Georgia  ordered 
not  be  construed  to  extend  to   houses  or  other    «...  k ,  .i      r^  j  .i  t-ai      j 

K,.  1  I  1   k      1  1     """;'^='  "•    uiiier    out  by  the  Governor  duriug  the  ye^rs   1<9J  and 


K„  n.     ;  IK  I  .       °^  r"    °'J'  by  the  Governor  during  the  ye-irs   179J  a 

builaiugs  occupied  by  the  militarv  forces  of  the  ;  i-'oi    r      .u      i  c  c   ■      r 

n,-,    i  o.„.  ,   .1  I  '.Y'^*^' "'    ^"*^     1/ 94,  for   the  defence  of  its  frontier-,  in   cou 

Un  led  States  except  the  same  shall   have  been     quince  of  a   discretionary  power  commuuicai 
oc.up.ed  by  the  authority  of  an  officer  or  agent    by  the  War  Department. 


ise- 
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Military  Bounty  Lands— MisMouri  Contested  Election.  Jandary,  1817. 
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J.  Wrcght  rooTcd  that  the  Judiciary  Com- ' 
jltee  be  i^istructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
y  of  re^noviog  such  part  of  the  library  as  is 
posed  f»f  law  books,  to  some  room  convenient 
^!CoDgres.v.    [The  library  being  at  present  in  the 
aiilding  formerly   occupied   by  Congress,  some 
w^ltance  from  the  present  hall.j 
t  pome  de()ate  ensuing,  the  resoluiion,  on  motioD 
'"{Mr.  Lowndes,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
jUr.   Root,  after   a  few  explanatory  observa- 
s,  moved  a  resolution,  that  the  law  of  1798, 
^^^horizing  certain    oflScers  of  the  Government 
♦   administer  oaths,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
,)^.horize  tjie  chairman  of  a  standing  committee 
iJihis  House  also  lo  administer  oaths,  and  that 
^i  Judici;»ry  Committee  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 
Ijly  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
Mr-  PiCEE.NS  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
I  up  hisiresolution  to  amend  the  Constitution, 
^r.  H.  JSelson,  from  the  Committee    on  the 
diciary, -who  were  instructed   by  a  resolution 
the  sevbalh  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  cxpe- 
ency  of  appointing  a  judge   for   the   northern 
strict  of  the  State  of  New  York,  made  an  un- 
t'trorable  T.eport,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
H  oa  the  table. 

MILITARY'  BOUNTY  LANDS. 

Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
<<^^ry,  who'were  also  instructed  by  a  resolution  of 
19ih  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
amending  or  ex[>tamin3  the  fourth  section  of 
Jrt  act  of  ^he  6th  of  May,  1812,  for  designating, 
><^rveying«  and  granting  military  bounty  lands,  as 
^4  authori/e  a  devise  of  said  bounty  land,  though 
•^^  patent  .hall  have  been  granted  therefor  at  the 
i^e  of  ii.<  devise,  made  a  report,  recommend- 
<\g  the  ad'»)piion  o(  the  following  resolution  : 

\Re»olved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  alter  or  change 
^'^  existing  law  in  this  respect  in  anywise  whatever. 

^   Mr.  BA^fBOCR  moved  to  amend   the  report,  by 

^Jversing  Jits  recommendation,  so  as   to   declare 

;.'  expedient  to  amend   the  law  on  the  subject  ; 

jid  entert^  into  an   argument   to  show  the  pro- 

lety  of  Allowing   a  devise  of  military   bounty 

nds,  whjch.  he  contended,  the  soldier   had  as 

pod  a  rigjit  to  do  as  if  he  had  acquired  the  land 

*ith  his   (ooney,  instead  of  his  blood  and  public 

vices — jhat  at  present  a  soldier  could  not  even 

Tlvise  hisfbouniy  land  to  his  wife,  because  a  pos- 

\«)le  abujte   might  ensue  from   giving   him   the 

»Jght  of  xi-illing  away  the   reward   bestowed   on 

4j«m  by  hji  country,  &c. 

'  Mr.  NnftsoN  rose  to  support  the  report,  and 
^fgued  tl»at  the  committee  had  discovered  no 
if^ason  to^change  the  provisions  of  the  law — that 
'W  was  a  ^ontract  between  the  country  and  the 
-|«i>ldier — mat,  lo  keep  the  soldier  nut  of  the  hands 
•yf  the  cr;ifiy  speculator,  it  was  expedieni  to  pre- 
2i Tve  the. law  as  at  present — that,  in  examining 
-<Jie  subje.Jt,  the  commitiee  found  additional  rea- 
i.pn  to  retiiin  the  restriction  which  prevented  the 
•jitldier  frvm  the  disposal  of  his  bounty  land,  «tc. 
vni._.    f  .t  _  I ;  -  ^jjj.  Qjj  g  broken  down,  there 

lere   the   evil  would  stop;  and 
lerealter  see  the  soldier  and  his 


•■jtldier  frvm  the  dis 

/That  if  i\ie  barrier 

•Oras  no  spying  whe 

,j^ihal  ibey'migUi  hei 


family  stripped  of  their   properly,  if  exposed  to 
the  arts  of  the  unprincipled  and  designing. 

Mr.  Hardin  remarked  on  the  necessity  which 
liad  permitted  soldiers  to  declare  their  last  will 
by  word  of  mouth,  from  the  difficulty  of  making 
written  ones,  and  that,  to  prevent  frauds  practised 
under  this  privilege,  it  was  proper  to  forbid  the 
power  of  devising  their  bounty  land,  dec.  That 
there  were  many  who  would  hght  well,  and  make 
eood  soldiers,  yet  be  so  lost  to  moral  honesty  as 
lo  bear  false  witness  to  the  dying  words  of  a  sol- 
dier, and.  as  had  been  done,  fraudulently  deprii^e 
a  soldier's  family  of  his  properly. 

Mr.  Barbocr  made  some  further  remarks,  in 
which  he  cited  instances  of  hardship  to  prove  the 
propriety  of  his  amendment,  and  to  show  that 
the  evils  apprehended  to  the  soldier  from  allow- 
ing a  devise,  might  be  obviated  by  proper  provi- 
sions in  the  law. 

Mr.  Pickering  spoke  on  the  improbability  of 
any  ."peculation  from  allowing  a  soldier  to  devise 
his  land,  and  on  the  propriety  of  permitting  such 
a  disposal. 

Mr.  Wilde  also  made  some  remarks,  suggest- 
ing that  the  evils  stated  by  Mr.  Barboor,  arose 
from  the  laws  of  Virginia,  and  might,  by  the  Le- 
gi>lature  thereof,  be  so  amended  as  to  remove  the 
particular  hardships  mentioned. 

The  report  was  then  reversed,  according  to  Mr. 
Barbour's  motion,  and  the  Judiciary  Committee 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  to  which  was  recumitiitted  their 
report  of  the  3Ist  December  last,  with  certain  in- 
structions, made  an  additional  report,  which  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to-morrow.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  lo  which  was  recom- 
mitted their  report  of  the  3I»tof  December  la^t,  with 
instructions  "  lo  receive  evidence  that  persons  voting 
for  either  candidate  were  not  entitled  to  vote  in  the 
said  election,"  report  the  same  lo  the  House,  with  the 
following  additional  facts  and  statements: 

The  general  notice  served  by  the  petitioner  on  the 
sitting  Delegate,  on  the  24th  of  September  last,  is  in 
the  following  words  :  "  Sir,  take  notice  that  I  shall 
take  the  depositions  of  witnesses  before  some  proper 
authority,  lo  be  read  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  my  right  lo  a  seat  in 
that  body,  as  a  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Missouri." 

On  ihe  next  day,  the  petitioner  served  on  the  sitting 
Delegate  a  special  notice  of  taking  testimony  in  the 
townships  of  St.  Charles  and  Cote  Sans  Dessein,  in 
the  county  of  St.  Charles,  and  in  the  township  of  Bon 
Homme,  in  the  country  of  St.  Louia,  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  that  the  judges  of  the  election  in  the  latter 
township  "improperly  refused  to  count  a  number  of 
legal  votes  given  for  him  ;''  and  in  the  other  townships 
"  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  no  legal  election  was 
held  ;  that  a  sufficient  number  of  judges  did  not  attend, 
that  the  judges  were  not  sworn  ;  that  no  clerks  were 
appointed  ;  that  no  poll-book  was  kept ;  and  that  no 
votes  were  legally  taken."  It  was  upon  the  evidence 
taken  in  pursuance  of  this  special  notice,  that  the  com- 
mittee rejected   the  votes  from  the  township  of  Cote 
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Sana  Desaein.     On  the  28th  of  September  last,  the 
•itting  Delegate  served  on  the  petitioner  a  general  no- 
tice in  the  same  form   with  ihat  first  received   by  him 
from  the  petitioner,  concluding  in  the  following  words  : 
"  Which   depositions,  at    each  of  those   places  and 
days,  will  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the 
election,  in  each  of  the   townships,  for  a  Delegate  to 
the   Congress   of  ihe    United   States   from  the   Terri- 
tory of  Missouri,  was  not  held  on  the  first  Monday  of 
August  laiit  past,  according   to  law,  in    the    following 
particulars,  to  wit  r  That  a  place  in  each  township  had 
not  been  named  for  holding  such  election  agreeably  to 
law  ;  that  the  elections  were  not  held  at  the  places  ap- 
pointed for  holding  the  same  in  each  of  the  townships ; 
that  no  notice  of  such  election,  and  of  the  times  and 
places  of  holding  the  same,  had  been  given  by  the  re- 
spective sheriffs  ;  that  the   polls  were  not  opened  ac- 
cording to  law  in  the  several  townships  ;  that  no  judges 
of  election  bad  been  appointed  by  the  circuit  courts; 
that  no  judges  of  election  were  chosen  by  the  people, 
and  none  otficiated  or  were  sworn  according  to  law ; 
that   no  clerks  were  appointed   nor  sworn  ;    no  poll- 
books  kept,  and  no  legal  votes  given  to  you  ;  that  illegal 
voles  were   given  for  you   as  Delegate,  and  legal  votes 
given  for  me  as  Delegate,  rejected  by  the  judges  ;  that 
the  oaths  of  the  judges  and  clerks  are  not  prefixed  to  the 
poll- books  ;  that  the  poll-books  have  not  been  signed  bv 
the  judges  and  clerks  ;  that  the  returns  have  not  been 
made  of  voles  legally  taken  for  me,  and  improper  votes 
have  been   admitted,  and  the    votes  counted  for  you ; 
that  the   polls   have    not   been  opened    and  the    voles 
counted  by  the  clerks  and    two  justices;  and  that  the 
voters  huve  not  been  permitted  lo  give  in  their    votes 
freely,  and  many  who  wished  to  vote  for  me,  have  been, 
by  threats  and  violence,  prevented  from  so  doing." 

No  notice  was  given  by  either  party  of  the  names 
of  the  electors  objected  against  for  want  of  qualifica- 
tions ;  nor  was  either  party  notified  by  the  other  that 
the  particular  qualifications  of  the  electors  would  be 
investigated,  nor  were  the  names  of  the  magistrates 
suted  before  whom  depositions  were  to  be  taken. 

The  sitting  Delegate  contends  that  he  considered 
himself  authorixed,  under  his  general  notice,  to  ex- 
amine witnesses  lo  every  point  of  objections  which  he 
might  find  himself  able  to  support  in  the  course  of  in- 
vestigation. And  the  petitioner  alleged  that  he  did 
not  suppose  an  investigation  into  the  qualifications  of 
the  electors  and  the  persons  for  whom  they  voted,  to 
be  admissible;  that  the  only  case  in  which  that  in- 
quiry had  been  made  in  his  behalf,  related  lo  the  votes 
in  the  township  of  Cole  Sans  Dessein,  which  was  done 
without  his  instruction  or  consent. 

In  the  case  of  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  a  Representative 
from  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts,  whose  election  was 
contested  at  the  first  session  of  the  fourth  Congress, 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  (we  adopt  the  words  of 
their  report,)  "as  well  from  the  difficulty  of  the  case, 
as  from  a  desire  to  have  unilbrmity  in  proceedings  of 
this  kind,  were  induced  to  pray  the  instructions  of  the 
House  as  lo  the  kind  of  specification  that  shall  be  de- 
manded of  the  petitioner,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  evidence  shall  be  taken." 

Upon  this  application,  after  several  days'  debate  in 
the  Comimllee  of  the  Whole,  the  House  resolved, 
"Thai  the  names  of  the  persons  objected  lo,  for  want 
of  sufficient  qualdications,  ought  lo  be  set  forth  prior 
lo  the  taking  of  the  testiruony." 

The  rule  prescribed  in  this  resolution  was  adopted 
by  the  committee,  in  the  case  of  McCoy  and  Porter- 


field,  at  the  last  teaaion  of  Congreaa,  and,  as  far  as 
your  committee  are  advised,  has  been  uniformly  ad- 
hered to;  It  is  important,  not  only  lo  the  parlies,  bat 
lo  this  House,  that  it  should  be  preserved.  The  com- 
mittee were,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  evidence 
taken  in  pursuance  of  the  beforementioned  general 
notices,  ought  not  lo  be  received. 

If  the  House  concur  with  the  committee  in  this 
opinion,  it  follows  that  no  evidence  has  been  submitted 
by  either  party,  enabling  the  committee  to  investigate 
the  qualifications  of  the  electors. 

The  committee  are  further  of  opinion  that  evidence 
cannot  be  procured  in  season  to  enable  the  committee 
lo  investigate  the  qualifications  of  the  electors  during 
the  present  Congress.  From  Howard  county  on  the 
north,  to  Arkansa:^  on  the  south,  as  the  roads  run,  is 
about  eight  hundred  miles;  the  settlements  extend 
west  of  the  Mississippi  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy  miles;  the  Territory  is  divided  into  nine  coun- 
ties and  about  fifty  townships. 

In  addition  to  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  extent 
of  territory,  the  law  of  Missouri  prescribes  no  mode  of 
taking  evidence  in  cases  of  contested  elections  for 
Delegate  to  Congress;  nor  is  there  any  territorial  au- 
thority lo  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  for  that 
purpose.  The  great  distance  of  the  Territory  from 
this  place,  renders  it  impracticable,  even  if  the  power 
should  be  granted  to  send  for  the  persons  whose  evi- 
dence is  considered  essential  for  the  purpose  of  exaoii- 
nation  before  the  committee:  the  commitiee,  therefore, 
respectfully  submit  lo  the  House  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

♦'  Resolved,  That  the  Commitiee  of  Elections  be  dis- 
charged from  further  investigation  into  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  said  electors." 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred  a  res- 
olution, directing  ihem  to  inquire  whether  the 
Directors  of  the  United  States  Bank  have  adopt- 
ed any  arrangements  by  which  the  specie  portion 
of  i^e  second  instalment  can  be  evaded  or  post- 
poned, made  a  report,  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  the  National  Currency,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House,  directing 
them  to  inquire  "whether  the  President  and  Director* 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  have  adopted  any 
arrangement  by  which  the  specie  portion  of  the  second 
instalment  can  be  evaded  or  postponed,  and,  if  such 
arrangement  has  been  made,  the  expediency  of  adopt- 
ing some  regulation  by  which  the  payment  of  the 
specie  portion  of  the  second  instalment  may  be  en- 
forced at  the  time  required  by  the  act  of  incorporation, 
or  within  a  Uinited  time  thereafler" — 

Report,  that  they  have  avaUed   themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  obtaining  the  information  required   by 
the  House,  through  the  honorable  James  Lloyd,  one 
of  the    directors  of  the   National    Bank,  now  id  this 
city.     In  answer  to  their  inquiries  the  committee  re- 
ceived from   him   the   letter  which   accompanies  this 
report ;  and,  on  mature  examination  of  the  facts  dis- 
closed by  it,  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  bank,  in 
adopting  the  arrangement,  were  actuated  by  a  sincere 
desire  to  effect  the  great  objects  for  which  it  was  insti- 
tuted, as  well  as  a  regard  lo  its  own  immediate  inter- 
esU     The  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that 
It  would  be  inexpedient  to  adopt  any  regulation ;  and 
therefore  report  the  following  resolution : 
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^i.RaoJvediTh*t  the  Committee  on  the  National 
f.frrency  b^  di»char)?ed  from  further  proceeding  on 
l*J  aboTe  rfiiited  resolution. 

I  CoxxiTTKB  Room,  Jan.  9,  1817. 

Peib  Sit:  The  Committee  on  the  National  Cur- 
jcy  haTB.liy  the  vote  of  the   House,  been  directed 

•inquire,  "  whether  the  president  and  directora  of  means  ami  powers  with  which  he  is  in»e»ted,  there 
tx^  Bank  or  the  United  States  have  adopted  any  ar-  appears  to  be  no  reasonable  ground  for  apprebension 
r,,  figcment  r  y  which  the  specie  part  of  the  second  in-  of  a  failure  m  his  accomplishing  the  object  of  his  mia- 
aei|ment  can  be  evaded,  or  postponed  ;"  and  I  have  |  gion. 
directe.l  by  the  committee  to  request  you,  as  one  '  ^ 
ijlhe  directors   of  that   institution,   to   inform    them 


One  of  the  earliest  measures  of  the  bank  has  been 
to  send  an  agent  to  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing and  importing  into  the  United  iStates  an 
amount  of  specie,  which,  when  received,  cannot  fail  to 
have  a  very  favorable  eflect  on  the  money  circulation 
of  the  country.  In  this  measure  and  object  several  of 
the  State  banks  have  united  ;  and  from  the  re^ipecla- 
bility  of  the  agent  selected  for  this  pur{^>ose,  and  the 


Blher   anv    such    arrangement    ha?    been    adopted ; 

^J,  if  any  .'.of  what  character.  Should  there  be  any 
xAJh  arrangi^ment,  the  committee  would  be  gratified 
^jETknowinig  the  object  and  reasons  of  the  bank  in 
«J«pting  it;,  and,  in  making  this  request,  they  wish  it 
iXoe  di8tin(Aly  understood,  that  they  do  not  consider 
if  any  partyf  their  duty  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
^  cy  of  the*  arrangement,  provided  it  be  within  the 
(4p)its  of  tht^  chartered  powers  of  the  bank. 

SjWith  sentiments  of  esteem,  &c. 

i!  \  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

lllon.  Jaxcs  Llotd. 


Prior  to  my  leaving  Philadelphia,  (December  31,) 
no  discount  had  been  made  by  the  bank,  or  any  of  iu 
branches.  A  resolution  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Directors,  on  the  18th  of  December,  of  the 
following  tenor,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  on  the  3 1st  insUnt,  the  board  will 
proceed  to  discount  notes  or  bills  not  having  more 
than  sixty  days  to  run,  and  made  payable  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  secured  by  a  deposite  of  an  equal 
amount  of  the  stock  of  this  bank,  or  an  equal  amount 
of  public  debt,  at  ninety  per  cent,  on  the  par  value 
thereof,  with  power  to  sell  and  transfer  the  said  slock, 
or  debt,  in  default  of  payment,  when  due,  of  the  notes 
which  may  be  discounted  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the 
respective  boards  of  directors  of  the  offices  of  discount 
and  deposite  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Baltimore,  be 
authorized  to  discount,  in  like  manner,  upon  the  same 
terms  and  conditions,  and  to  an  extent  not  exceeding 
one-tenth   of  the   amount  of  the   subscription  to   the 


»  "■  Wa8hi!«otox,  Jan.  9,  1817. 

?8ih:  I  h»ve  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 

,1'a  note   fiAm   you  of  this   date,  as  chairman  of  the 

rummittce  vn  the   National  Currency,  informing  me  ,    r  .l     i      i       .  .u  .•..-  ^\^^^ 

1       .u         -      •..       u  u         „  ,^'^f  .k-  «„.,t-  «f  '  capita   of  the  bank,  at  their  respective  places 

f»l»t  the  co^imittee  have,  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of     "-  r  '^  "^  .  . 

^opreseiitattves  of  the  United   States,  been  instructed 

*i)  inquire  '-^whether  the  president  and  directors  of  the 

Ipank  of  thei  United  States  have  adopted  any  arrange- 
ment by  w^jich  the  specie  part  of  the  second  instal- 
lent  can  bj'  evaded  or  postponed,"  and  requesting  of 
tie,  as  one^of  the  directors  of  that  institution,  to  in- 
)jxn  the  committee  whether  any  such  arrangement 

;j[k4S  been  aifjpted,  and  if  any,  of  what  character  ? 


This  resolution  was  subsequently  modified  on  the 
last  «lay  of  my  being  at  the  board  prior  to  my  leaving 
Philadelphia,  and,  among  the  alterations,  on  two 
points  named  by  myself,  the  one  was  that  the  notes 
on  which  di^icounls  might  b«  made,  should  be  payable 
at  maturity  in  specie,  or  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  and  the  other,  that  no  stockholder  should 
be  entitled  to  a  discount  under  the  resolution,  unless 


'i  .With  Ih^t  readiness  springing  from  the  high  degree  i  he  paid  into  the  bank  the  stock  proportion  of  the  sec- 
«f  respect  tf  which  every  branch  of  the  National  Gov-  I  ond  instalment  due  on  his  shares.     I  believe,  also,  that 


Jriiment  isi-ntitled,  and  which  it  cannot  fail  to  com-  I  the  resolution  was  so  modified  as  to  make  it  apply  to 
land,  I  proceed,  sir.  respectfully  to  comply  with  your  I  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  that 
icquest;  fiist  premising,  that  I  have  neither  authonty  I  there  was  any  preventive  provision,  which  would  de- 
Lor  instrucvon,  m.r  indeed  any  intimation  on  the  sub-  '  prive  a  stockholder,  who  had  previously  paid  in  the 
Vt  from  »^e  directors  of  the' bank;  and  although  I  \  specie  part  of  his  instalment,  from  availing  himself  of 


Uve  hnd   ihe  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  board,  it 

Kay  now  1^.'  uncertain  whether  I  am  or  not  still  in  the 

Iffection  ;  »he  result  of  the  recent  election  not  being 

ift  known^  and  no  wish  having  been  expressed  by  me 

t»r  the  corrtinuance  of  that  confidence  with  which  I 

*#Ad  been  honored  on  a  former  occasion. 

^^fThe  con'.mittee,  therefore,  will  be  pleased  to  con- 

iikler   the    remarks   which    may   follow,  as  having  no 

Other  weigUt  than   may  be  derived   from  their  coming 

^m  an   inJividual,  whose  situation,  perhaps,  enabled 

.|ijai  to  form  a  judgment  on   grounds  not  so  open  for 

|>i>8ervation  to  the  public  at  large  as  to  himself. 

.Vll  has  be>-n  the  earnest  desire  of  the  directors  of  the 

JQank  of  ilrt*  United  Slates  so  to  conduct  the   prelimi- 

5fliry  meashres  and  organization  of  that  institution  as 

jt,»  insure,  a<»  speedily  as  possible,  the  accomplishment 

2^  some  of.'ihe  great  ends  of  its  establishment;  and 

•  jlnong  ihejn,  pre-eminently,  that  of  aiding  in  restoring 

ae  curren-  y  of  the  United  Slates  to  a  specie  medium  ; 
a  this  dextre   the  direction   has  always  been  unani- 

*  Aious,  and,a  single  disseniion  on  this  head  has  not,  to 
ny  knowirdge,  existed  among  its  members. 


■•f.i 


a  discount  under  the  resolution.     I  think  no  such  re- 
striction existed. 

As  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  December  was  mod- 
ified, and  as  I  do  not  find  among  my  papers  a  copy  of 
it  when  amended,  and  as  I  was  much  occupied  at  the 
time  in  preparing  to  leave  the  city,  I  cannot  be  so  pre- 
cise, as  I  should  wish  to  be,  in  the  communication  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  make  to  the  committee  ;  for  the 
same  reasons  I  cannot  trust  myself  to  detail  the  mo- 
tives which  induced  the  passing  the  resolution  as  it 
was  ultimately  adopted,  lest  I  should  be  guilty  of  an 
injustice  to  the  views  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
had  been  called  to  act,  by  giving  an  opening  to  any 
unfavorable  imputation,  to  which  they  could  alone  be 
exposed  by  ihe  inaccurate  medium  through  which 
their  scntimenU  would  in  that  case  pass.  In  compli- 
ance, however,  with  what  I  understand  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  committee,  I  will,  with  their  permission,  briefly 
state  my  own  impressions  on  the  subject. 

It  has  been,  and  still  is,  my  most  earnest  desire,  in 
common  with  that  of  the  other  directors,  to  carry  this 
bank  into  the  most  speedy  and  extensively  useful  op- 
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eration  that  its  provisions  will  admit,  and,  as  one 
means  of  doing  this,  to  fortify  it  by  the  accumulation 
of  specie  in  its  vaults  by  every  fair  method  in  its  power 
to  adopt.  Under  these  dispositions,  it  was  repugnant 
to  my  wishes  to  have  any  arrangement  made  which 
might  carry  with  it  to  the  public  the  appearance  of  a 
contrary  intention  on  the  part  of  the  direction,  while  I 
know  that  no  such  disposition  exists  in  it ;  still,  as  the 
national  objects  of  our  pursuit  must  always  be  limited 
by  the  means  of  attainment  at  our  command,  candor 
did  elsewhere,  and  still  does  compel  me  to  state,  that 
if  the  resolution  of  the  18lh  of  December,  or  its  modi- 
fication, does  not  violate  the  provisions  of  the  charter, 
or  law  establishing  the  bank,  (which  I  hope  presently 
to  show  that  it  does  not,)  the  effects  of  it  are  calcula- 
ted to  promote  the  interests  of  the  public,  uphold  the 
credit  of  the  bank,  and  to  carry  into  effect  ihe  bene- 
ficent views  of  the  Government  in  its  establishment, 
more  promptly  than  could  be  done  without  the  adop- 
tion of  that  resolution. 

It  is  evident  that  the  usefulness  of  the  bank  must  be 
dependent  on  the  means  in  its  possession  to  carry  its 
operations  to  an  extent,  in  some  degree,  commensu- 
rate with  the  public  expectations.  These  means  are 
at  present  exclusively  confined  to  its  own  capital.  The 
Government  can  and  will  give  to  it  eventually  a  per- 
manent power  and  influence,  through  its  depositee, 
and  the  collection  of  its  revenue,  over  ail  the  other 
moneyed  inslitutions  in  the  country  ;  but  these  are 
golden  advantages  only  for  the  future — at  present  they 
do  not  exist.  The  bank  has  not  been  in  a  slate  to  re- 
ceive deposiles  from  indivuluals,  and  if  it  had  been, 
individuals  would  not  make  such  deposites  in  specie 
for  general  use ;  and  the  Government  has  not  the 
funds  to  place  in  it,  except  in  a  depreciated  State  bank 
paper,  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  could  only 
reissue  to  the  order  of  Government  without  benefit,  or 
be  obliged  to  replace,  at  a  heavy  loss,  by  its  own  pa- 
per, which  never  can  be  other  than  the  representative 
of  the  precious  metals,  at  the  rates  which  make  them 
the  only  lawful  currency  of  the  country. 

Thus  situated  and  divested  of  external  aid,  attention 
was  naturally  turned  to  the  receipt  of  the  second  in- 
stalment, as  the  principal  means  of  strengthening  the 
resources  of  the  bank,  when  it  was  perceived  that, 
from  the  unfortunate  state  of  the  money  market,  and 
the  deranged  bank  circulations  of  the  country,  and  the 
light  penalty  incurred  by  an  omission  duly  to  make 
the  second  instalment,  instead  of  inducements  being 
offered  for  punctuality,  a  premium  was,  in  fact,  prof- 
fered to  delinquents. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  the  only  penalty 
attaching  to  a  non-payment  of  the  second  insialmenl, 
prior  to  the  declaration  of  the  first  dividend,  is  the  for- 
feiture of  that  dividend,  which  must,  of  necessity,  from 
the  heavy  expenses  of  the  institution,  and  the  circum- 
stances in  which  it  has  been  placed  at  its  commence- 
ment, be  an  extremely  small  one,  perhaps  not  exceed- 
ing (if  the  intervening  charges  are  deducted,  as  they 
ought  to  be)  two  per  cent,  on  the  first  instalment,  thas 
leaving,  if  specie  maintained  the  rate  it  was  at  in 
Philadelphia,  at  the  time  the  resolution  passed,  of 
eight  per  cent,  advance,  (and  if  any  excitement  had 
been  produced,  by  a  large  increased  demand,  it  would 
have  risen  to  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.,)  and  it  should 
also  fall  to  Its  par  value  in  July,  as  it  most  do,  il  the 
banks  then  resume  their  specie  payments,  a  gain  to 
the  stockholder,  who  refused  to  meet  the  payment  of 
the  instalment,  of  at  least  thirty -three  and  a  thud  per 


cent  on  the  amount  of  the  dividend,  more  than  would 
be  received  by  him  who  honorably  paid  it. 

Thus  circumstanced,  if  it  were  practicable  to  offer 
an  inducement  or  facility  for  the  payment  of  this  in- 
stalment, without  an  infringement  of  statutory  provi- 
sions, It  would  seem  to  have  been  desirable  to  do  it. 

\  large  part  of  the  stock  is,  undoubtedly,  in  the 
hands  of  real  capitalists,  who  have  embarked  their 
funds  in  the  institution,  and  intend  to  share  its  fate  ; 
but  It  ought  not  to  be  concealed,  that  some  part  of  the 
stock,  and  that  not  a  small  one,  is  in  the  possession  of 
those  who  very  fairly  mean  to  make  an  advantageous 
use  of  the  confidence  they  reposed  in  the  good  faith 
and  resources  of  the  country,  over  that  manifested  by 
others  of  their  fellow-citizens.  But  whether  the  stock 
be  held  by  the  one  class  or  the  other,  experience  has 
verified  to  the  conviction  of  most  persons,  who  have 
had  occasion  to  remark  it,  that  any  very  strong  reli- 
ance upon  the  constructive  obligations  of  moneyed 
men,  in  opposition  to  their  pecuniary  interest,  and  in 
the  absence  of  any  special  agreement  on  their  part, 
would  form  a  most  fragile  dependence  for  a  great  bank- 
ing institution  to  bottom  its  operations  upon. 

If  I  have  succeeded  at  all  in  my  object,  sir,  it  will 
then  be  perceived,  first,  that  it  was  important  to  se- 
cure to  the  bank  the  receipt  of  the  second  inatalment 
of  iu  capital;  and  next,  that  the  bank  possessed  no 
effectual  means  to  enforce  that  payment  in  opposition 
to  the  wishes  of  the  stockholders.  The  question  then 
fairly  arises,  have  the  directors  of  the  bank  adopted 
any  measures,  violating  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
incorporation,  by  creating  that  inducement  ! 

The  bank  undoubtedly  is  authorized  to  conduct  its 
business,  on  accustomed  or  usual  banking  principles. 
No  restrictions  exist  in  the  law  restraining  the  com- 
mencing discounts  to  an  appointed  day.  This  part 
of  the  operations  of  the  bank  rested,  therefore,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  directors. 

Nearly,  if  not  all,  the  banks  in  the  United  States,  it 
is  believed,  begin  their  discounts  on  the    payment  of 
the  first  instalment ;  it  was  done  by  the  former  United 
Stales   Bank.     The  present  bank   has   received  some 
months  past  this  instalment,  amounting  to  thirty  per 
cent,  of  Its  capital,  exclusive  of  that  portion  belonging 
to  the  Government,  and  by  the  resolution  before  refer- 
red to,  it  has  authorized  discounts  to  the  extent  of  tea 
per  cent,  on  lU  individual  subscriptions.     This  would 
seem  to  be  fully  within  the    authorized  powera  of  the 
bank,  and  if  the  resolution   does    not,  as  I  presume  it 
does  not,  interdict  a  stockholder  who  had  before   paid 
his  instalment  from  obtaining  a  discount,  the  proceeds 
of  that  diiicount  may  be  applied  to  any  object  to  which 
he  may  choose  to  appropriate  it ;  here,  then,  is  no  rio- 
lalion  of  the  charter.     It  is  true  stockholders  may  and 
will  obtain  discounts,  and  with  the  funds  procured  from 
such  discounts  pay  their  instalments ;  but  the  question 
then  recurs,  if  the  provisions  of  the  law  have  not  been 
violated,  will  the   bank  be  benefitted  or  injured  by  the 
measure  that  has  been   adopted  ?   a  consideration  per- 
haps more  directly  applying  to  the  stockholders  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  directors  on  the  other.     But,  for  the 
reasons  before  stated,  I  both  hope  and  beheve  that  the 
interest  of  the  bank  and  the  public  will  alike  be  promo- 
ted by  the  course  that  has  been  pursued,  from  the  effect 
which  It  will  produce,  in   securing  possession   to   the 
bank  of  a  part  of  lU  capital,  which  it  could  not  other- 
wise so  speedily  have  commanded. 

Permit  me,  sir,  before  closing  this  very  hasty  letter, 
written  on  the  spar  of  the  occasion,  without  prepare- 
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tiydf,  tnd  with  §c*Tce\y  a  «ingle  minute  to  refer  to,  or 

ev^  ^^^  '*^  »«tabliabing  the  bank  before  me,  to  solicit 

T'''^^  indulgen-e   for   any  deficiencies  it    may  exhibit, 

aHS  ^Iso  to  allow  me   to   express   my  full    confidence 

tl^  while  th<-  directors   of  the  bank   ought  to  feel 

gl^«ful  for  th»-  wakeful   vigilance   that   is  manifested 

.  Ic^^rds   th«-m.    they  would   derive  great  satisfaction 

.  frJ^i  submitturg  all  their  proceedings  to  the  inspection 

of  tf/j  agent  or  committee  who  might  be  appointed  for 

HhJJ  purpose  by  the  honorable  House  to  which  you  be- 

Uotf  ;  as  they  would  be  desirous  of  an  opportunity  to 

{prj,<i  that  they  have  at  least  endeavored  to  merit  that 

^  co^l^lenancc  »nd  patronage  which   they  are  sure  of 

:recjr#ing,  whfjn   merited,  from  the  National   Legiala- 

|tur«  i  and  on  which,  crippled  and  environed  as  the  in- 

(stut^'O"  mustfcbe  in  its  outset,  with  difficulties  arising 

^froiji  the  perpjexed  state  of  the  different  local  currcn- 

tcieiiiif  the  Unjted  States,  the  directors  have  calculated, 

»asjltording   it-  them   the  surest  basis  to   sustain  the 

''ba^^io  the  di^e  estimation  and  confidence  of  the  pub- 

'liCi'^nd   to  injure  to    it   that  degree  of  usefulness  to 

•whf;|i  the  inti.rest  of  the  Government,  the  magnitude 

of  Aii  capital,  4nd  the   important  duties  it  has  to  fulfil, 

so  4i»tly  entitle  it.     I  have  the  honor,  dec, 

I    y  ;  JAMES  LLOYD. 

}c    '€6  the  Hon,  Mr.  Calhodh,  Chairman,  ifc. 

-  ^J-  FoRsvTH  observed  the  report  and  docu- 
fflU.ts  were  .of  so  singular  a  character,  that  he 
ic^ld  not.  for  one,  pretend  to  decide  on  them 
OB;  |i)erely  he^jring  them  read  through,  and  moved 
ihU^they  lie  t)n  the  table,  and  be  printed, 
loiter  somts  cunversation  between  Messrs.  Cal- 

.flfl|i,  Forsyth,  and   Pitkin,  on  the  nature  of 

;LbC;«vidence  adduced  by  the  committee,  <S:c.,  the 

im|iiioa  for  printing  was  agreed  to. 

i     5  ARMY  APPROPRIATION. 

•■  li'he  Houst  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
;w"if f  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
icjting  a  phrtial  appropriation  (in  blank  of 
•coifrje)  for  ijie  subsistence  of  the  Army  during 
iih'itear  181*. 

•  *f  Jie  reason  stated  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
•atj^^deans  f6r  reporting  this  bill  at  present  was, 
ubija^it  bein^,  usual  to  advance  a  certain  sum  to 
i  coHtlractors  t .-r  rations,  ii  was  necessary  to  make 
'a  Miiftial  appropriation  for  facilitating  the  con- 
ttn^iis  about  fifoing  into  operation 


I     Vie  blank^was  filled  with  8400.000. 

j     ^Y  Clay  jose,  not  to  object  to  the  bill,  bu 

jobjffve,  that  rthe  great  expenditure  annually 


t  to 
y  re- 

h  this 
must 


Jqup-.'d  by  ihi'  Military  Department,  whic 
ive-^i-  would  'robably  exceed  mi  millions, 
Tia-St^ struck  every  one.  and  on  the  necessity  there 
that  th(-  House  should  be  certain  that  a 
:ier  invesugalion  and  scrutiny  into  lhe>e  ei- 
Lilures  sh{iuid  take  place;  as  he  believed  there 
w^e  three  committees  who  might  each  very 
•pr&>^rly  con^-der  the  duty  as  devolving  on  them, 
jv.  LoWiNTEa  stated  the  course  adopted  by  the 
ifflittee  oj  Ways  and  Means,  in  acting  on  the 
tates  for^he  Military  Department;  the  lim- 
^jowerof  khat  committee  in  controlling  those 

^t.  JoBNSON,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  re- 
t™V  <<»  to  !>huw  that  the  appropriations  hereto- 
I[fofi  made  were  necessary  for  the  military  ser- 


I  Tice  ;  and   stated  the  different  branches  of  the 

War  Establishment,  the  Indian  department,  the 

Ordnance    department,    fortifications,    arsenals 

;  dec  the  expenses  of  which  were  defrayed  out  of 

'  the   annual   military  appropriations,  thouch  the 

\  great   loss  in   the  destruction  of  military  stores, 

and    at    the    manufactories    of  arms,    dec,    had 

swelled    the    expenditures    beyond    what    ought 

hereafter   to  exist;  and   expressing   his  anxiety 

I  for  economy  in  every  branch  of  the  Government, 

j  and   his  wish   to  reduce,  as  soon  as  practicable, 

I  the  public  burdens,  dec. 

Mr.  Root  explained  the  course  adopted  by  the 
I  select  committee  (of  which  he  is  the  chairman) 
j  in  examining  the  accounts  of  the  War  Depart- 
i  ment ;  their  measures  to  prevent  improper  allow- 
j  ances;  and  their  efforts  to  a.^certain  the  possibil- 
;  ily  of,  and  to  produce  retrenchment  in  the  public 
I  expenditure. 

Mr.  Clay  still  thought  the  Government  paid 
j  more  money  and  got  less  military  services  than 
!  any  other  country  in  the  world,  and  his  object 
I  was  to  know  il  any  proper  examination  had  been 

■  made  to  ascertain  whether  the  extraordinary  ei- 
I  penditure  of  the  Military  Department  might  not 

■  be  retrenched.  «tc. 

Mr.  Randolph  expressed  his  pleasure  at  hear- 
ing in  this  House  the  long-exploded  word  econ- 
omy, and  at   witnessing   the   most  distant  ray  of 
promise  of  a   return   to   old   Democratic  princi- 
ples; and  then   went    info  a  pretty  general  view 
of  what   he  termed   the  extraordinary  expendi- 
,  lures  of  our  Military  Establishments,  which,  in 
,'  the  Army,  amounted  to  about  S900  a  man,  and 
j  in  the  Navy  to  nearly  $1,000  per   man.     He  re- 
ferred to  his  motion  at  the  last  session  to  reduce 
the  Army,  and   its  failure,  and  the  resolution  he 
j  had  taken  to  make,  during  the  remainder  of  his 
I  public  life,  no  further  attempt  to  reform  public 
i  abuses,  dec.     He  commented    on   the    enormous 
j  amount  of  the  civil  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  arose  not  from   enormous  salaries, 
(for,  he  said,  many  of  their  officers   were  abso- 
lutely  starving.)  but  from   the  great   number  of 
officers,  greater  than  in  any  other  country,  under 
the  General  and   State  Governments.     Having, 
as  this  House  had,  no   patronage  whatever,  but 
only  the  odium  of  every  obnoxious  public  meas- 
ure, they  ought  to  still  feel  the  necessity  of  scru- 
tinizing into   the  public  expenditures;  and  as  it 
was  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  legislation,  divi- 
ded  into  oppoMte  parlies,  for  a   member  of  the 
minority  to  make  any  effectual  attempts  to  cor- 
rect abuses;   he   called   on   the   members  of  the 
majority  to  perform  that  duty,  and  expressed  his 
pleasure  at    hearing   those   gentlemen    (.Messrs. 
Clay  and  Jounson)  using  the  almost  unparlia- 
mentary word  economy,  and  talking   about   re- 
trenchment, dtc.     To  the   bill    under  considera- 
tion, however,  he  had  no  sort  of  objection. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  reply,  said  that  if  he  had  been 
alluded  to,  Qis  opinions  had  undergone  no  change, 
since  he  had  voted  on  Mr.  RANDOLPu'a  motion 
at  the  last  session  ;  that  he  did  not  yet  think  the 
.Military  Establishment  ought  to  be  destroyed^ 
but  that  now,  as  always,  he  desired  to  know  whe- 
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ther  the  expenditures  were  requisite,  whether 
appropriations  were  necessary  and  properly  ap- 
plied, and  in  what  way  the  public  money  could 
be  economised,  dtc. 

Mr.  LowNDEa  also  replied  to  Mr.  Randolph, 
as  to  the  extraordinary  expense  alleged  to  be  in- 
curred by  the  Government  for   each  man  in  the 
military  service.     The   military   force   might  be 
so  small,  the  number  so  few,  that  in    dividing 
amongst    them    the    whole   expense    of    all    the 
branches  of  the  establishment,  it  might  swell  the 
cost  of  each  man  to  what  had  been  stated,  but  it 
would  be  a  most   extraordinary  mode  of  estima- 
ting the  expense   of  the  Army,  and    he  offered 
facts  and  arguments  to  show  that  the  expense  of 
each    man    had    not    exceeded    $400;    that    the 
amount  of  the  Army  greatly  exceeded  the  num- 
ber of  7,000,  as  surmised  in   the  debate,  and   the 
less  reason  there  consequently  was  to  suspect  a 
wasteful  expenditure  or  excessive  appropriations 
heretofore. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill  as  amended,  in  which  the  House 
concurred  ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
bill  to  amend  the  act  to  make  payment  for  lost 
property,  dec.  Mr.  Ingham's  motion  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  a  new  section,  declaring  that 
the  9lh  section  should  not  be  construed  to  extend 
to  houses  occupied  by  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States,  except  the  same  shall  b.ive  been 
occupied  by  authority  of  an  officer  or  agent  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  place  of  deposiie  for  mu- 
nitions of  war — being  still  under  consideration. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Harrison  in  op- 
position to  the  motion,  the  question  was  taken, 
and  the  amendment  adopted — ayes  SI.  noes  60. 

Mr.  Atherton,  after  remarking  on  the  neces- 
sity of  preventing  the  testimony,  as  by  the  act  it 
now  was,  from  being  ex  parte  and  unfair,  and  the 
necessity  of  providing  against  fraud  and  imposi- 
tion, moved  an  araeudmenl  which  was,  substan- 
tially, that  in  all  cases  where  the  claims  exceeded 
the  sum  of  $200,  the  testimony  should  be  taken 
before  a  commission  for  that  purpose  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  received  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Wright  then,  after  some  introductory  re- 
marks, moved  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
providing  that  in  all  cases  where  destruction  of 
houses  by  the  enemy  shall  have  been  consistent 
with  the  practice  of  civilized  warfare,  the  same 
shall  be  paid  for  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provi- 
ded for  by  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  Wright  supported  very  warmly,  and  at 
some  length,  the  justice  of  his  proposition,  in 
which  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  Robertson,  who 
argued  against  the  policy  of  depriving  distant 
citizens  by  repealing  a  provision  oi  a  law,  of  bene- 
fits which   had   been  enjoyed    by  other  citizens 


whose  vicinity  to  the  Seat  of  Government  ena- 
bled them  to  avail  themselves  promptly  of  it. 

Mr.  Barbour  explained  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  and  justify  his  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion :  and 

Mr.  Harrison  submitted  additional  arguments 
in  support  of  the  amendment,  though  not  exactly 
conforraaole  to  his  views. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Ross,  in  op- 
position to  the  motion,  and  an  unsuccessful  call 
by  Mr.  Wright  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  amendment  and  decided  in 
the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  McLean  then  introduced,  with  a  few  ex- 
planatory remarks,  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a  provision,  that  a_y  house  or  other  pro- 
perty destroyed  or  injured  by  order  of  any  officer 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war, 
such  loss  or  damage  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act;  which  motion 
was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  amend  the  provision 
authorizing  a  commission  to  take  evidence,  sub- 
stantially, so  as  to  allow  the  commission  to  in- 
quire whether  there  be  any  evidence  in  favor  of 
the  United  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  a  large  majority. 


Saturday,  January  11. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  a  partial  appropri- 
ation for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  authorizing 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  third  time;  and,  after  some  objections  by 
Mr.  Wright  to  its  details,  to  which  Mr.  Yancey 
replied,  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  T.  M.   Nelson,  from   the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  12th  ult.,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  commutation  of  soldiers'  bounty  land, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com-* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled,  ''An  act  making  further  provision 
for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
other  purposes."  which  was  read  twice.  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm,  disabled,  and  su- 
perannuated officers  and  soldiers. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  regulating  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, passed  the27ih  of  April,  1816,  be  discharged 
from  a  further  consideration  of  the  said  bill,  and 
that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

CANADIAN  VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr,  Brooks,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
'inquire  whether  any  amendments  are  necessary 
to  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  granting  boun- 
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i  i\ii  in  land  .^nd  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian 
'  vjfanteers,  n^ade  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  when 
I  Nffc^B.  prej'ejied  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
I  "3,  art  graijnn^  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay 
'  t(3*rtain  O^nadian  volunteer>,"  passed  the  5th 
{  Njkcb,  IS16J  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
ttrSj-d  to  a  (^oramiltee  of  the  Whole. — The  re- 
Jjx^is  as  follows: 

^{flzammir^  the   act,  it  appears  that   no  specific 

•  t«4idf  (*rvic«j  is  required  to  entitle  the  applicant  to 
tb^fnefit  of  |he  bounty  ;  that  the  law  is  vague  and 

'deiSbve,  atfonjing  an  opportunity  for  numerous  claims 
ap*^;the  Govrinment  when  no  essential  ser^ice8  have 
^>ei(%  *  i-endered." 

^•ppears  l.<  the  document*  in  the  War  Depart- 
^t||,  compareji  with  other  evidence,  that  frauds  have 
'i«f  j»nd  are  aUcmpted  to  be  practised  by  officers  and 
t>o]i/f^i»  in  supfNrt  of  their  claims  which  had  occasioned 
a  ]wiial  suspension  of  the  execution  of  the  law,  as 
apji^Ya  by  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
j\V\^.;to  which  .reference  is  had. 

•  1**^  law  wilU'admit  of  an  extensien  to,  and  embrace 
caa^^Sar  beyonJ  what  could  have  been  contemplated 
»l  ^vU  time  It  Vas  enacted,  and  such  as  justice  and 
^olj^do  not  dimand. 

I*r.<eferrmg  to  the  muster-rolls  of  the  corps  called 
ladian  Volunteers^,  it  appears  to  have  consisted 
rly  the  fuU  number  of  field  and  statF  officers  for 
a  rcAPient,  witli  a  very  small  number  of  privates — not 
at  n/i?  time  exteeding  thirty-eight  mustered  as  pres- 
ent^ ijnd  that  »?ry  little  service  could  have  been  ren- 
f^r«J  fiy  them  ^o  the  Government. 
».  I^iJjjomting  G*it  the  defects  of  this  act,  we  would  not 
{owyi^ifgbt  of  ihr  object  intended  by  it.  It  has  given 
reh.-7'AJ  some  Kave  men  who  had  suffered  a  total  loss 
^f  prj|»erty,  ano  there  are  still  others  belonging  to  va- 
*K>u^'«orp»  in  s<rvice  in  the  late  war  who  are  equally 
nif  ri<i,rious,  and  who  have  not  yet  received  the  intended 
»eiit4 

Viur  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  amendment 
^  njrfssary,  ar.M  have  reported  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


Iir.<efe 
the  «  am 
of  i^xly 
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t     ^;  DtPARTMEST  OF  Wah,  Dcc.  26,  1816. 

'  ^■^'  ^"  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant, 
j|  hSr^  the  honpr  to  state  that,  immediately  after  the 
^a«"*,j*e  of  the  I'jiw  of  the  last  session  granting  bounty 
ian<i*4nd  extr^  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers, 
rul««ii^ere  adopted  prescribing  the  evidence  which  was 
>ieriw«iftry  to  entitle  the  parties  interested  to  the  benefits 
t)f  tijjriict. 

.  L^>er  these"  regulations,  warrants  were  regularly 
jsWAi  where  th?  evidence  was  conformable  to  the  rules 
whi^.had  beerj  prescribed,  untd  late  in  the  Summer. 
Abt^'t  that  tin^e  information  was  received  from  vari- 
ous J^{artcr8,  stating  that  frauds  had  been  practised  in 
tMtf^ag  evidoice  in  support  of  several  claims  which 
iad^j^en  allowid. 

:    Cj^ms  to  a  c<>nsidcrable  extent  were  presented  from  ] 
Vctmis,  and  otl«ers  were  understood  to  have  been  pre- 
iariA'  from   Lane  Champlain  and  the  St.  Lawrence  ;  ' 
V>  tia  latter  of  vhich  fraud  was  also  imputed.     Under  l 
fceikjpjircumstafices,  it  was  determined  to  postpone  the  ' 
fec^,'^  of  all  Haimf  until  after  the  meeting  of  Con-  | 
IjCrei^jticept  tK;j«e  whose  names  were  found  en  the 
jaa>ib|-roll8  of  Tolonel  Wilcox's  corps. 
?    It»4pear«  to  IJe  necessary,  to  guard  the  pubhc  against 
.mp^jiion,  that,  the  term  of  service  entitling  the  vol- 
bnn|^  to  the  boefiU  of  the  act  should  be  defined.    As 


the  Taw  now  stands,  one  week's  Toluntary  service  will 
entitle  the  party  to  land  bounty  and  pay,  if  the  en- 
gagement was  only  for  that  term. 
j  It  appears  to  be  impolitic  to  permit  the  parties  to 
I  locate  their  warrants  before  the  lands  have  been  ex- 
posed to  public  sale.  Much  inconvenience  and  loss  to 
the  public  have  been  sustained  by  omitting  that  restric- 
tion. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  communi- 
cations to  this  Department  and  to  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral in  relation  to  frauds  attempted  to  be  practised  in 
obtaining  testimony. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  GRAH.\M, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Wctr. 
Hon.  M.  BaooKs,  Chairman,  Sfc. 

MILITARV   ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Ham.mond.  of  New  York,  offered  for  con- 
sideration the  following  re<;olution  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
state  to  the  House  the  number  of  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates belonging  to  the  several  corps  of  the  artillery, 
(including  the  light  artillery,)  infantry,  and  riflemen, 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates." 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  from  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary, laid  yesterday  on  the  table,  transmitting  an 
estimate  of  the  appropriations  for  th*^  year  1817. 
it  appeared  that  appropriations  were  proposed  to 
be  made  for  ten  thousand  privates — the  whole 
number  of  troops  authorized  by  law  to  be  kept  in 
service;  that,  from  some  remarks  made  by  the 
honorable  Speaker,  and  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Curamiitee,  it  appeared  to  be  their  opin- 
ion that  the  number  of  troops  now  in  actual  ser- 
vice did  rmt  much  exceed  seven  thousand.  It 
appeared  to  him  that,  in  order  for  the  House  to 
I  act  with  propriety  when  they  should  make  appro- 
I  priaiions.  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  pos- 
!  sess  more  certain  information  as  to  the  actual 
j  number  of  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  with  this  view  he  had  proposed 
the  resolution  under  consideration.  If  the  nation 
\  were  at  war,  or  if  any  danger  of  a  rupture  with 
any  foreign  Power  could  be  reasonably  appre- 
hended, a  communication  of  this  sort  might  be 
irapro{»er.  At  present,  happily,  there  could  be  no 
foundation  for  objections  of  such  a  nature. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  the  res- 
olution was  so  modified  by  the  mover  as  to  direct 
the  Secretary  of  War  lo  communicate  to  the 
House  the  number  of  officers  and  privates  com- 
posing the  whole  Military  Establishment  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  particularizing  the 
strength  of  each  corps  and  regiment,  and  in  that 
form  agreed  to. 

INTERNAL  I.MPROVEMENT. 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  after  adverting  to  the 
proceedings  had  at  the  last  session  upon  a  similar 
proposition,  and  the  propriety  of  an  appropriation 
of  money  for  attaining  its  object,  moved  the  first 
of  the  following  resolutions.  He  further  stated, 
he  would  also  present  for  inquiry  another  resolu- 
tion having  a  similar  object,  but  depending  upon 
a  different  principle.  The  first  proposed  an  ap- 
propriation of  land  or  money,  where  none  was 
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pledged  ;  the  second  to  make  provision  for  the 
application  of  a  fund  already  set  apart  for  making 
roads.  It  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that,  by 
the  compact  with  the  new  Stale  of  Indiana,  the 
faith  of  Congress  was  pledged  to  expend  a  certain 
portion  of  ihe  money  arising  from  the  sales  of 
land  in  that  State  for  the  purpose  of  openinji  roads 
leading  to  it — a  principle,  he  remarked,  which 
was  adopted  when  the  State  of  Ohio  was  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  and  to  which  we  owed  the 
benefits,  in  possession  and  in  prospect,  of  the  great 
national  turnpike  leading  from  Fort  Cumberland 
to  Wheeling.  He  wished  to  renew  the  inquiry 
into  the  claims  of  another  section  to  a  portion  of 
money  within  the  control  of  Congress,  and  with 
that  view  he  had  purposely  limited  the  operation 
of  his  resolution  ;  whilst  he  admitted  the  propriety 
of  extending  the  great  road  he  had  alluded  to 
from  Wheeling,  he  believed  it  was  just  and  proper 
to  open  another,  leading  in  a  more  direct  line 
from  the  Metropolis  ot  the  nation  to  the  newly 
admitted  State.  The  following  are  the  resolu- 
tions moved  by  Mr.  Jackson: 

Retoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  making  an  artificial    road  from  Wash- 


country  for  which  so  little  had  been  done.  He 
did  not  know  that  he  should  have  troubled  ihe 
House  with  any  remarks  on  this  head,  but  for  a 
morning  puff  on  (he  Post  Office  Establishment, 
the  benefits  of  which,  he  intimated,  were  dis- 
pensed with  a  sparing  hand  in  the  district  which 
he  represented.  The  excellence  of  the  establish- 
ment there  was  such,  he  said,  that  a  broad  wheel- 
ed wagon,  laden  with  two  heavy  hogsheads  of 
tobacco,  would  go  from  his  house  to  Richmond 
in  a  day  and  a  half  less  time  than  the  mail  did 
which  was  besides  only  weekly.  He  wished  to 
know  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads,  whether  anything  was  to  be  done  to  rem- 
edy this  evil.  But.  with  regard  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Tombigbee,  were  the  old  United  States 
about  10  play  the  part  of  King  Lear  in  the  trage- 
dy ?  Was  the  whole  territory,  the  whole  soil,  to 
enure  to  ihe  benefit  of  the  Western  States  and 
Tt-rritories,  and  were  the  old  Stales  to  have  no 
part  at  all  of  the  common  stock  ?  What  was  to 
become,  then,  of  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  contiguous  waters,  and  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Catawba  and  the  Yadkin, 
«Sm:.— objects  which,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  should  sup- 
pose would  interest  the  gentleman   from   North 


iiig  uy  law  lor  manmg  an  ariinciai  roau  irom  v*  asn-  »"-" '-  ""^lu  iuicic^m  luc  ^riiiieiiiaa  irom  I>ortn 
ington,  in  Pennsylvania,  through  Charleslown,  on  the  I  Carolina  much  more  than  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  river,  to  the  river  Sanduskv,  at   or  near  Fort  I  Tombigbee.  and    the  Coosa,  and   the  Tennpsspp 


Ohio   river,  to   the   river   Sandusky,  at   or   near 
Stephenson. 

Retolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
that  part  of  the  net  proceeds  of  moneys  arising  from 

the  sale  of  land  in  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  which  by  com-  1  "^ "  •~"»";^!  pai  ii<.uiaiiy  mai  oidie  lo  waicn  IDe 
pact  with  that  State  is  set  apart  for  opening  roads,  to  |  Government  owed  almost  all  its  territory  east  of 
making  an  artificial  road  from  Winchester,  in  Virginia,     the  Mississip()i  and  west  of  the  Ohio   was  not  to 


Tombigbee.  and  the  Coosa,  and  the  Tennessee. 
He  saw,  he  said,  with  surprise  and  regret,  the 
course  the  Government  had  taken  and  was  taking. 
He  did  not  refer  to  any  Con.>titutional  difficulties 
whatever  ;  hut  he  saw  distinctly  that  the  old  Uni- 
ted States,  particularly  that  Slate  to  which  the 


t.     ^ — ~.,...  .  ■.p,....^, 

to  the  Ohio  river,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Muskingum 
river,  and  from  thence,  by  or  near  Chilicolhe,  on  the 
Scioto  river,  to  the  said  Slate  of  Indiana. 

The  resolves  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pickens  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  the  making  of  surveys  and  levels  for 
several  of  the  most  practicable  points  of  communication 
between  the  waters  of  Tennessee  river,  and  those  of 
Coosa  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  and  also  of  the  shoals 
and  falls  on  the  two  last  mentioned  rivers, 

Mr.  Pickens  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Randolph  suggested,  that  all  the  favor  of 
gentlemen  of  the  House  appeared  to  be  directed 
to  the  new  countries,  in  neglect  of  the  old  States. 
In  regard  to  the  pan  of  North  Carolina  which 
the  gentlemen  represented,  and  the  adjoining  ter- 
ritory of  Virginia,  there  was  no  pan  of  the  coun- 
try that  had  experienced  less  of  the  sunshine  of 
Government  than  they  had.  But  the  fact  was. 
they  had  asked  nothing  of  the  Government;  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  living  on  their  own  means, 
not  of  quartering  themselves  on  the  nation,  on  the 
public,  or  on  the  parish.  No  district  in  the  Uni- 
ted S:ates,  he  said,  stood  so  much  in  the  relation 
of  a  step-child  as  the  country  represented  by  him- 
self and  the  honorable  gentleman.    There  was  no 


be   benefitted   by  any  expenditure   in    respect  to 
canals  and  roads,  except  such  benefit  as  that  State 
would  coniingenily  rt-ceive  by  the  road  from  Fort 
Cumberland  passing  through  a  part  of  the  State. 
Why.  Mr.  R.  asked,  did  not  gentlemen  propf>se  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Roanuke.  the  Ca- 
tawba, and   the  Yadkin?     He  could   not   under- 
stand it.     He  could  not  see  why  all  the  benefits  of 
an   expense,  equally  borne   by  all.  was  to  enure 
entirely  to   the  Western   States   and   Territories. 
To  them  he  paid  all  due  re>pect.and  was  desirous 
they  should  have  their  due  weight ;  but  he  should 
wish  lo  see  something  like   the   principle  estab- 
lished that  the  children  of  ihe  family  should  have 
share  and  share  alike;   mat  some  should  not  be 
cut  off  their  inbentance.  whilst  others  were  boun- 
tifully fed  at  the  public  breast.     If,  by  ihe  grant 
of  her  claim  lo  the  United  States.  Virginia   had 
given  away  her  right,  had  put  it  into  ihecumraon 
lund   he  did   humbly  coaceive,  he  said,  that  she 
had  not  thereby  foreclosed  herself  from  any  future 
advantage  frona  that  country,  and  had  as  good  a 
right  lo  expect  lo  j.ee  the  products  of  ii  laid  out 
within  her  own   territory  as  in  Ohio,  or  Indiana, 
or  Illinois. 

Mr.  Pickens  acknowledged,  he  said,  that  the 
State  of  Nortti  Carolina  had  a>ked  and  received 
little  from  the  General  Government;  but  he  was 
happy  to  say  that,  from  her  own  resources,  she 
was  progressing  in  the  work  ol  internal  improve- 
ment as  rapidly  as  any  other  State.     In  the  last 
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:8i^iog  of  th";-  Legislature,  ihey  had  provided  for 
'aifjcxamiDai^'on  o^  comraencemenl  of  erery  im- 
provement vhich  could  be  suggested  from  the 
A;|»aiic  to  tae  dividing  ridge.     He  trusted,  also. 
ihArtbat  St;ie,  as  well  as  the  State  which    the 
.  ge**'leman   represented,  would   receive  an   equal 
ihfire  with  o'jier?  of  the  public  attention.     As  to 
tb^uavigatioa  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  that,  he  said, 
waj  a  subject    which    the  Committee  of  RoaJs 
and  Canals  would  certainly  embrace  m  their  gen- 
{en^  plan  ;  a:id  it  was  merely  to  call  their  aiten- 
Uio|i  to  a  poiiit  which  might  otherwije  escape  it, 
■.th.'tj' iie  had  hjtroduced  this  motion.     Besides,  the 
lar^'in  that  quarter  of  the  country  being  the  pro- 
<pe9(y  of  the  United  States,  it  might  be  proper  to 
^shi*bY  to  the  people  that  the  eye  of  the  Govern- 
im«f(  was  turned   to  that  quarter  as  well  as  to 
•ot(^rs. 

*  »*^r.  Rand(.lph  said,  the  land  in  that  quarter 
•;tn»>);t:d   did   belong  to  the    United    States.     But 
'whT>i  paid   for  It?     The  United   States,  and    not 
thcijjeopie  of  ihat  Territory.     The  United  States 
hajfpaid  the^tate  of  Georgia  for  it,  and  were  all 
eqtilly  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it.     He  should 
be  I.ad  to  know  why  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
amlQld  Massachusetts,  had  not  as  good  a  right  to 
dr^  money  (rom  the  Treasury,  let  it  get  in  a.^ 
jprq^eeds  of  public   lands   or  otherwise,  as   these 
>ieii^  Stales.    fHe  wished  to  be  understood  not  as 
6.p«iliing  disparagingly  of  those  new  States;  all 
jie;ivished  w^s,  that   the   elder  brethren   should 
Tio^jecut  offswiih  (not  the  portion  of  the  younger 
jchLlren,)  but-no  portion  at  all— that  the  children 
iof  5iie  second  marriage  should  not  sweep  away  the 
'whiyle  estate.     On  this  point,  he  said,  the  expla- 
{aatiin   of  the  gentleman    was  not  satisfactory. 
Si^jvjbe  congritulated  the  gentleman  on  the  pro- 
^e(^d  improvements  of  the  navigation  in  North 
]Ca|jnma.     How  long,  he  asked,  since  the  naviga- 
»io|*of  the  Rganoke  was  proposed  to  be  opened  ? 
rio«K  twenty-years;  but  there  had  not  yet  been 
onuliroke  sir!.ck  towards  it.     With  all  his  respect 
forAorth  Carolina,  and  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  great 
lesjj^'Ct  for  thf  people,  the  habits,  and  even  the 
prtaiidices  of  nhat   State,  he  was  afraid    the  im- 
^ri^^c:ments  spoken  of  would  be  seen  for  a  long 
|in^  on  the  fijce  of  her  statute  book,  before  they 
^.01.^.  be  seenpn  the  face  of  the  country. 
'   lAfj  Harrison  said,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
iricEitwas  mistaken,  if  he  supposed  the  money, 
jrofclwhich  ti^e  expense  of  making  the  Cumber- 
ianF'road   w^s   defrayed,   was   taken   from  ihe 
TrQiury.  to  the  prejudice  o**  the  right  of  other 
8ir^'^.     No;  the  application  of  a  certain  part  of 
;he^^ceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  that 
loa<jwas    thu- result  of  a  fair  compromise;  by 
VhSl.  in  fact'  the  State  of  Ohio  had  sold  its  in- 
ijer^tace  to  tfae  United  States  for  a  mess  of  pot- 
V-ig^s  every  new  Western  State  did.     The  State 
of  Iguana,  hcjpaid,  had  sacrificed  an  annuity  of 
t.;wo^^f  three  bljndred  thousand  dollars  a  year  for 
^S6^  sum  oirfifteen  thousand  dollars,  by  sacri- 
fc:i3;the  rigtit  to  tax  the  lands  of  the   United 
^i*fl^     Ther>  was  not  a  road  or  improvement 
»a  ti-inew  coiyntry  from  which  the  Government 
?.fl«c; United  plates  did  not  derive  its  full  share 


of  the  advantages.  Let  gentlemen  turn  their  at- 
tention to  the  sales  of  land  in  that  country  ;  in 
one  month,  if  report  is  to  be  believed,  lands  had 
been  sold  to  the  amountofone  million  of  dollars; 
of  which,  a  very  small  amount  was  applicable  to 
making  ruads.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  certainly 
as  a  Representative  from  a  new  State,  be  very 
willing  to  see  Virginia  deriving  her  full  share  of 
money  appropriated  from  the  Treasury  for  the 
purpose  of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  Yancey  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  this  subject  was  proposed  to  be 
referred.  He  was  opposed  to  the  present  motion, 
not  for  the  reason  assigned  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  though  he  completely  subsribed  to  the 
declaration  of  that  gentleman,  that  the  General 
Government  had  done  nothing  that  it  could  avoid 
for  the  benefit  of  Norih  Carolina,  or  the  part  of 
Virginia  the  gentleman  represented.  But  no 
good  could  be  effected  by  this  motion,  because,  as 
he  understood  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it 
was  that  the  committee  should  make  a  J^eneral 
report  on  internal  improvement,  and  that  no  par- 
ticular object  should  be  presented  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House,  as  it  would  be  improper  to 
take  up  any  one  improvement  distinct  from  a 
general  system. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  had  not  been  apprized  of 
this  determination  of  the  committee,  which  would 
make  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  press  his  motion, 
which  he  therefore  consented  should  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  T.  Wilson  said,  that  though  the  determi- 
nation of  the  committee  had  been  as  stated,  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  passage  ol  the  reso- 
lution,  because  it  would   guide   the   attention  of 
the  committee,  who  would  be  glad  to  avail  them- 
selves of  all  the  lights  on  the  subject,  to  an  im- 
provement that  might  not  otherwise  receive  their 
attention.  In  regard  tothe  intimation  that  nothing 
had  been  done  for  North  Carolina   and  Virginia 
by  the  General  Government,  in  the  way  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  Mr.  W.  asked    what  had  been 
dooeinany  other  State?     Nothing  at  all,  he  said; 
so  that  the  complaint  ot  gentlemen  on  that  score, 
was  without  any  just  ground. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  some  further  remarks, 
amongst  which  was  this:  that,  as  an  individual, 
he  had  rather  there  should  not  be  an  acre  of  pub- 
lic land  sold  in  thirty  years — on  account  of  the 
effectof  these  sales  to  drain  the  old  Statesof  their 
population  and  wealth. 

Mr.  Harbison  rejoined  a  few  words,  aud  the 
resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

VACCINATION. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  engrossed 
bill  (lying  on  the  table)  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  vaccination. 

Mr.  Atherton  observed  that  the  bill  had  two 
aspects,  one  as  it  respected  the  Army  aud  Navy 
of  the  United  States.  Another  as  it  respected  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  exclusive  and  inde- 
pendent of  the  Army.  As  far  as  the  Army  were 
coDceraed,  he  hesitated  ooi  to  say  that  u  was 
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among  the  first  duties  of  the  Government  to  ex- 
tend the  blessings  of  vaccination  to  that  Army. 
He  said  it  was  essential  to  the  health,  security, 
and  efficiency  of  the  Army.  But  he  doubted  the 
expediency  of  appointing  a  special  agent  for  that 
purpose.  He  said  the  medical  and  surgical  de- 
partment of  the  Army  was  now  very  numerous 
and  expensive  to  the  country.  He  had  heard  no 
sufficient  reason  assigned  why  they  were  not  ad- 
equate to  the  vaccination  of  the  Army.  If  they 
were  incompetent  to  this  important  part  of  their 
duties,  he  would  then  say,  there  had  been  a  mon- 
strous abuse  of  power  in  their  appointment.  He 
presumed  it  would  not  be  contended  that  they 
were  overburdened  with  business.  So  far  from 
this  being  the  fact,  he  imagined,  considering  their 
numbers  and  pay,  they  had  very  little  to  do,  and 
that  it  would  be  a  mercy  to  them,  as  well  as  very 
much  to  the  reputation  of  the  Government,  if 
some  employ  could  be  found  for  them.  In  its 
aspect  towards  the  people,  he  said,  it  involved  a 
question  of  more  serious  consideration  than  that 
of  mere  expediency.  He  believed  the  people 
would  view  it  with  some  degree  of  jealousy  and 
alarm  ;  they  would  inquire,  with  some  surprise, 
what  article  in  the  Constitution  gave  to  Congress 
the  power  of  levying  taxe-.  for  the  support  of 
agents  in  the  different  departments  of  the  healing 
art  /  This  principle  the  bill  recognised  and  sanc- 
tioned. To  what  extent,  Mr.  A.  inquired,  may 
not  this  be  carried  ?  Congress  may  be  of  opinion 
that  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  suffer 
great  impositions  from  the  use  of  spurious  and 
unwholesome  balsams,  from  patent  medicines,  dec. 
And,  in  order  to  protect  us  against  their  frauds 
and  impositions,  Congress  may  appoint  an  agent 
for  balsams  and  an  agent  for  patent  medicine^. 
And  why  not  as  well  as  an  agent  for  vaccina- 
tion? Mr.  A.  observed  that  in  that  State  of 
which  he  was  a  Representative,  New  Hampshire, 
physicians  made  it  a  point  to  preserve  the  genuine 
vaccine  matter — that  they  inoculated  at  little  ex- 
pense and  even  gratuitously — that  if  there  was 
an  improper  inattention  to  this  subject,  it  was 
very  competent  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
to  enact  regulations  and  to  appoint  agents,  which 
be  said  they  could  do  with  much  more  intelli- 
gence, much  more  satisfaction,  and  with  much 
more  advantage,  to  the  people  of  that  State,  than 
Congress  could  do  for  them.  But.  said  Mr.  A., 
there  is  another  objection  to  this  bill,  which  he 
thougtit  must  be  very  obvious  to  the  House,  and 
particularly  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  It.  He  had  ever  understood  that  it  re- 
quired skill  and  experience  to  determine  whether 
the  patient  had  taken  the  genuine  disease,  or  the 
spurious;  that  it  was  by  certain  appearances  in 
lis  progress  the  patient  was  to  be  pronounced  to 
have  had  the  true  preventive  disease.  He  re- 
collected perfectly  well  that  Doctor  Waierhouse, 
who  had  been  called  the  Jenner  of  America,  had 
published  to  the  world  that  some  cases  were  so 
ambiguous,  that,  with  all  his  skill  and  experience, 
he  was  not  able  to  determine  on  which  side  ihey 
fell,  whether  among  the  true  or  the  false  cases. 
He  said  he  had  ever  understood,  that,  with  phy- 


sicians of  reputation,  who  were  tender  of  the 
health  and  lives  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  who 
were  desirous  that  vaccination  should  not  fall 
into  disrepute,  it  was  considered  of  great  impor- 
tance that  the  vaccine  matter  should  not  be  in- 
trusted to  rash  and  unskilful  hands.  But  what, 
asked  Mr.  A.,  does  this  bill  provide?  It  makes 
it  the  duty  of  this  agent  of  vaccination  to  dis- 
tribute the  vaccine  virus  into  the  hands  of  every 
man,  woman,  and  child,  in  the  United  States, 
who  can  address  a  request  to  him  for  that  pur- 
pose. Sir,  how  many  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  are  there  in  the  United  States,  who, 
urged  by  their  own  temerity,  or  a  disposition  to 
quackery,  will  imagine  that  by  the  vaccine  mat- 
ter and  letter  of  instructions  from  this  agent  of 
vaccination,  as  if  by  a  magician's  wand,  they  will 
at  once  be  initiated  into  all  the  skill  and  know- 
ledge necessary  to  enable  them  to  pronounce  that 
their  deluded  patients  are  safe  from  the  small  pox, 
when  they  have  communicated  no  disease  at  all, 
or,  if  any,  a  spurious  vaccine  disease?  Sir,  I 
cannot  conceive  a  more  direct  method  of  endan- 
gering the  health  and  life  of  the  patient,  and,  if  I 
am  not  altogether  wrong  in  these  views,  the  bill 
upon  your  table,  instead  of  being  a  bill  for  the 
encouragement  of  vaccination,  ought  to  be  called 
a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  empirics,  and  to 
bring  vaccination  into  disrepute.  Mr.  A.  said 
that  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  bill  originated  in 
humane  motives — it  bore  on  the  lace  of  it  some- 
thing of  the  appearance  of  philanthropy.  It  was 
on  that  account  he  deemed  it  proper  to  assign 
the  reasons  that  would  induce  him  to  vote  against 
it.  He  had  assigned  them,  and  hoped  the  bill 
would  not  pass  the  House. 

Mr.  Condict  replied  to  Mr.  Athertoh  ;  the 
arguments  pro  and  con  being  of  the  same  charac- 
ter as  those  previously  urged  in  debate  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  decidedly  opposed 
the  bill  on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality, 
since  no  part  of  the  Constitution  expressly  author- 
ized the  grant,  and  no  such  power  could  be  in- 
ferred from  the  general  clause  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Condict  and  Mr.  Wright  replied  to  this 
objection — the  first  inferring  the  Constitutional 
authority  for  the  act  from  its  connexion  with 
the  Army  and  Navy  ;  the  latter  from  the  charge 
of  the  general  welfare  given  to  Congress,  to 
which  this  measure  certainly  would  contribute. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  hill  was 
then  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  57,  nays  88, 
as  follows : 

YxA8 — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baer,  Baker, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Bom, 
Bryan,  Burwell,  Chappell,  Clendennin,  Condict, 
Creighton,  Crocheron,  Kindley,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hall, 
Harnton,  Heister,  Henderson,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Jewett, 
Little,  Lowndea,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  .Middletoo, 
Miller,  Moeeley,  .Murfree,  Ormaby,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Powell,  Reynolds,  Roberuon,  Ron,  Savage,  Schenck, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Taylor  of  New  York, 
Townsend,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  WUkin, 
Thos.  W  lison,  Wm.  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Atherton,  Barbour,  Baylies, 
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ht«,  Bloiwit,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Cady, 
rflhoun,  (tannon,  Ctrr  of  MaasachusetU.  Champion', 
^{llev,  Cla.^K  of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
t|»yton.    (.ooper,    Crawford,    Culpeper.     Davenport, 
Vyth%,  Dicjens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
(fiston,    Hile.    Hardin,    Hawe«,    Hendricks,    Hooka] 
>-pkinson,:Hungerford,   Irving  of  New  York,  Jack- 
j.«j,  Johnson    of   Virginia,  Kerr   of  Virginia,  King, 
iptigdon,  L*w,  Lovett,  Lyon,   Wm.  Maclay,  Wm.  P. 
,cJay,  Mav«h,  Maaon.  McKee,  Milla,  Milnor,  Moffitt, 
are,  Jer.  Nelson.    Hugh    Nelson,   Noyes,    Parris, 
kens,    Psrkenng,   Randolph,    Reed,    Rice,    Roane, 
'.yt    RugglVa.  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
lijth  of  Virginia.  Stearns,  Sturgess,  Taggart,  Tall- 
^Jlge.   Tat,   Taul.   Telfair,    Thomas.   Tyler,    Vose, 

lassachusetu,  Ward 
WUdc,  Williams, 
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J*i)th  of  Virginia,  Stearns,  Sturge 
ijfjlge.  Tat,   Taul.  Telfair,   Thon 
Wird  of  New  York.  Ward  of  Mai 
^  c^New  JerK'y,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
«lri  Yancey. 


po  the  bjil  was  rejected. 

MISSO-URI  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

(j>Q  motiua  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 


the 


n  v...v,a  u,    inr.    lAYLOR,  „,    .,cw    i  urii,  me 

prs  of  th-  day  were  postponed,  in  order  to  take 
I  the  luril.er  report  of  ihe  Committee  of  Elec- 
lis  on  th--  contested  election   of  Mr.   Scott 
wg-ate  f^^«m  Missouri. 

^   debate:  aro.e  on   this  subject,   which    cod- 
u;  .  ed  until,  the  hour  of  adjournment. 


d 


,  I  he  same  jrroand  was  occupied  as  in  the  former 
»ie  oa  tKe  same  subject-the  questions  beinij. 

.        1        Ihp     rKT^t     or,,!       A .-      .1  T»^  '"fat 


ibe  rig^t  and  duty  of  the  House  to  inquire 


the  cor^tested  election  of  Delegates,  and  the 
.  "-X-jssi.y,  ir^a  contested  election,  when  required 
'tltilon'  scrutinizing  every  vote  at  an 

*;pe  docirjne  was  again  advanced  by  Mr.  Ran 

n-..i>ci      ih>>f'r»„i ..  '  »»«»., 


vf-fH.   that. Delegate,   were  rather  Diplomatic 


the  said  State,  of  its  quota  of  the  direct  tax.  the 
discount  of  the  15  per  cent,  ha,  been  refused  upon 
he  payrnent  of  the  said  quota,  and  requestm^ 
the  interference  of  Congress  in  the  premises  so 
as  to  allow  and  pay  to  the  Slate  the  15  per  cent 
on  the  amount  as>uraed  and  pa  id. -Referred  to 
the  Comraiitee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  PiTKin  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  Connecticut,  in  opposition  to  the  practice  of 
transporting  and  opening  the  mails  on  the  Sab- 
bath,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of 
ooutharapton,  in  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the 
act  for  designating,  .surveying,  and  granting  mili- 
tary bounty  lands,  pas>ed  the  6th  of  May  1812- 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson  also  reported  a  bill  to  explain  the 
act  ••  to  authorize  certain  officers  and  other  per- 
sons to  adminisier  oaths,"  approved  May  3d,  1798  • 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JouNso.M.from  the  Committee  on  Militarr 
Aflairs  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Armory  ;  which  was  read 
Wh"l'  "•"'"'"•^d    to  the  Committee  of  the 


Legislative  characters,  being  accredited  to 
ress,  and  having  a  right  to  sit  in  either 
pe;  and^Jconsequently,  that  this  House  had 
ijng  to  u.)  but  10  see  that  they  brought  with 
h  a  certihcate,  from  the  proper  authority  of 
Keleclioi>.  ' 

r«  which,  after  argumentatively  replying,  Mr 
>y.  by  wav  of  adjusting  the  present  difficulty 
hujprously  ^jjgoested  to  the  gentleman,  that  as 
ta*^.  were  tvj,,  persons  claiming  to  represent  the 

i'J  inl^  fK  ^^^'^?«'^^  °°«  having  a' seat  here' 
*n^  >he  otbc}  a  just  claim  to  it.  and  the  House 
^a>- ,(g  (It  see,ned)  no  right  to  determine  between 
I'^.V/^"''--^'"^  \''5^'  (*'  '^'  gentleman  con- 

ii^eV?"r  "'^"  "'^"^^  '^*' °"^  should  be 
A|fJ*j  ed  to  i  seat   on   this  floor,  and  the  other 
iSr^J  over  to  the  Senate 
tatS?  ''"'"S- Delegate  (Mr.  Scott)  having  at  a 

of  IfrLM '"'*'''^  ^''  ^■'^'^  '"  ^P^»i  •■»  support 
^L^i  ^  V""  ^  *^»'.  the  Comrauiee  rose  Vnd 
the-^Jouse  adj*)urned.  •"=c,  *uu 

U<  * 

'  I  floifDAY.  January  13. 

Da^ifJ  R°"ur>,  ^i"^"'*'^  *  representation  of 
tK^^^a  B.    M^chell,    Governor   of   the   State   of 


Oe  J^a.  on  t^;.  behalfof  thaTsiaip  7/.,^"*'!   ""'        i  ne  quesiiou  was  at  length 

tnat^i  conse<juence  of  an  .nfor?n:h;!''r^^^^^^^^^  "^oL    by  the  S.eakeh, 


,,i  I    „  .       •'"•  "-""ic,  icprtr^eniinf 

1^4  cons^juence  of  an  informality  in  notify 
^ii-  ..  ..l^"'''    Department    of    the    United 


of 


/.  to  which  13  commiiied  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers 
I  and  soldiers, 

I      Mr  VVRioHT.submilted  the  following  resolution 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  gentlemen  elected  members  of  either 
Jt       u   V^«  ,N»t»onal  Leguilature,  shall  be  admitted 
within  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representative*. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  transmitt.nga 
statement  of  the  number  of  officers  and  pnvafes 
composing  the  whole  military  force  of  the  United 
toutes,  10  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  i  .e  llih 
instant;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea.^ury,  transmit- 
ting a  report  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  9th  of  March,  1816,  directing  h.rn 
to  report  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alter- 
ations are  necesaary  to  equalize  the  duty  on  the 
capacity  of  stills,  boilers,  and  other  instrument; 
used  in  distillation  ;"  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

MISSOURI  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Te*rr*i"or'"'  "'""  °'  Delegate  for  Misaouri 

Mr.  ScoTT  (the  sittinff  Delegate)  defended  bis 
right  to  his  seat  at  considerabie  length,  and  with 
no  little  ingenuity. 

The  quesiiou  was  at  length  taken  on  the  first 
rl  "iljf   toe  resolution   moved    by  the  Speakeb, 
viz:    Ihat  the  petitioner  Kufus  Easton  was  en- 
titled to  the  certificate  of  t>«iog  elected— and  neff- 
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the -assumption  by  the  Le«  lature  of   attved  79  to'tS     "^k  "*'"« ''"''^•^-^"'^ '^^ 

8t»i«iure  01  jativedj  /  J  to  WJ  j  and  the  remaining  part  of  tfie 


proposition   (that  Mr.  Easton  was  entitled  to  a 
seat)  was  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Nelson  then  moved  a  resolution  to 
the  effect  that,  the   election  of  Delegate  for  the 
Terriiory  of  .Missouri  having  been  illegally  con- 
ducted, the  seat  of  the  Delegate  for  that  Territory 
had    become  vacant,  and  that  a  new  election   be 
ordered  ;  and  that  the  Speaker  communicate  this 
resolution  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory.     The 
question  on  the  re.'^oluiion  was  then    put  in  sepa- 
rate questions,  when   that  part  which   related  to 
the  election   being  illegal,  the  seat  being  vacant, 
and   the  Speaker  commuicating  the  same  to  the 
Governor,  was  carried  ;   whilst  so  much  as  related 
toa  new  election  for  the  Territory,  was  negatived. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  all  the  orders 
of  the  day  preceding  that  on   the  compensation 
law,  was   postponed  to  the  day  after  to-mortow. 
in  order  to  afford  that  gentleman  an  opportunity 
to-morrow  of  redeeming  his  pledge  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  bringing  on  the  discussion  of  it. 

JOHN  PAULDING. 
Mr.  Chappell  made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the 
petition  of  John  Paulding,  (one  of  the  citizens 
whocaptured  the  British  Adjutant  Genera!  Major 
Andre,  during  the  Revolutionary  war.)  who 
prays  for  an  increase  of  the  pension  allowed  to 
liim  by  the  Government  in  consequence  of  that 
service.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  petitioner  sutes  that  he  was  one  of  the 
three  persons  who  arrested  Major  John  Andre,  the  Ad- 
jutant General  of  the  Briiwh  army,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  That  for  this  patriotic  service  they  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  General  Washington  and  the 
Congress,  and  also  an  annuity  of  two  hundred  dollars 
each.  He  states  that  he  is  now  old,  has  a  larpe  family, 
some  of  whom  are  infanU  ;  that  he  is  very  infirm,  and 
incapable  of  hard  labor  ;  that  his  annuity  is  his  great- 
est dependence  to  maintain  himself  and  family  ;  and 
asks  Congress  to  increase  the  allowance  which  he  now 
baa,  or  to  grant  him  such  further  assistance  as  his  faith- 
ful and  patriotic  services,  and  his  infirmity  and  ad- 
vanced age,  may  demand. 

The  petitioner  did  his  duty  faithfully,  and  for  it  he 
baa  been  liberally  rewarded.  However,  he  did  nothing 
Bore  than  his  duty  ;  the  country  expecU  this  much,  at 
least,  from  every  one,  and  yet  it  is  not  expected  that 
she  IS  to  support  all  who  have  done  so.  The  commit- 
tee without  disparaging  the  services  of  the  petitioner, 
can  conceive  uf  many  individuals,  both  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary  and  late  war,  who  rendered  services  of  the 
bigbest  character,  if  not  equal  to  those  of  the  petitioner, 
and  who,  so  far  from  being  so  highly  favored  with  the 
public  liberality  as  he  has  been,  have  received  nothing, 
and  who  have  asked  nothing.  Good  policy  warns  us 
against  adopting  such  measures  as  may  excite  invid- 
ious remarks  and  create  jealousies.  The  petitioner 
was  a  private  soldier  when  he  rendered  the  services  for 
which  he  has  been  thus  liberally  rewarded  ;  he  was 
neither  wounded,  nor  in  any  way  injured,  nor  even 
exposed  to  a  greater  degree  of  hardship  than  thousands 
of  soldiers  who  were  then  in  the  service;  and  yet  for 
those  brave  men  who  then  fought  our  battles,  and  who 
bad  the  misfortune  to  lose  an  arm  or  a  leg,  or  who  be- 
came otherwise  wounded  or  disabled,  and  who  have 
dragged  out  a  tardy,  and  melancholy,  and  perhaps  mis- 
erable existence,  no  greater  provision  was  made  than 


an  allowance  of  sixty  dollars  per  year,  until  the  last 
session  of  Congeas,  when  it  was  increased  to  ninety- 
six.  His  provision  was  a  far  more  liberal  one.  He 
does  not  now  suggest  that  his  annuity  is  not  sufficient 
to  support  himself;  but  he  wishes  to  be  enabled  out  of 
the  public  bounty  to  support  himself  and  his  family 
too.  This  IS  a  request  which  is  not  granted  to  those 
who  were  disabled  in  the  8er\ice  of  the  country,  nor 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  were  slain. 
It  can  therefore  hardly  be  proper  to  grant  it  to  the 
petitioner.  He  has  no  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
Government,  and  ought  to  be  satisfied  ;  therefore, 

hesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  unr«a- 
sonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

A  debate  of  do  little  interest  arose  on  this 
question. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  reverse  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  to  declare  thrt  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  opposed  by  Me.osrs.  Weight, 
Smith,  of  Maryland.  Gold,  Forsyth.  Robert- 
son, and  Sharp,  on  the  ground  of  the  importance 
of  the  services  of  this  person  and  his  companions, 
Ihe  riiagnitude  of  the  virtue  they  displayed,  and 
the  justice  of  making  such  an  addition  to  the 
pension  allowed  to  them,  as  should  keep  pace  with 
the  depreciation  of  money  since  the  amount  of 
that  pension  was  esfablished.  The  report  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  Cuappell,  Jewett,  Tall- 
MADGE,  and  Pickering,  on  the  injustice  of  legis- 
lating on  a  single  case  of  pension  for  services, 
which  were  in  fact,  though  important,  but  the 
common  duty  of  every  citizen,  and  in  which  no 
disability  was  incurred  ;  whil.st  there  were  many 
survivors  of  the  Revolution,  whom  the  favor  of 
the  Government  had  not  distinguished,  and  who 
are  languishing  in  obscurity  and  want;  to  whom 
no  relief  had  been  or  would  be  extended. 

What   gave  interest  principally  to  the  debate, 
was  the  disclosure  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  of  Connec- 
ticut (an  officer  at  the  time,  and  commanding  the 
advance  guard  when   Major  Andre  was  brought 
in)  of  his  view  of  the  merit  of  this  transaction, 
with  which  history  and  the  records  of  the  country 
have  made  every   man  familiar.     The  value  of 
the  service  he  did  not  deny,  but,  on  the  authority 
of  the  declarations  of  Major  Andre,  (made  while 
in  the  cusiojy  of  Col.  Tallmadge,)  liegave  it  as 
(lis  opinion  that,  if  Major  Andre  could  havegiven 
to   these  men  the  amount  they  demanded  for  his 
release,  he  never  would  have  been  hung  for  a. spy, 
nor  in  captivity  on  that  occasion.     Mr.T.'s  siale- 
mentwas  minutely  circumstantial. and  given  with 
expressioys  of  his    individual    confidence    in  its 
correctness.      Among   other    circumstances,    he 
stated,  that  when  Major  Andre's  boots  were  taken 
off  by  them,  it  was  to  search  for  plunder,  and  not 
(0  detect  treason.     Tliese  persons  indeed,  he  said, 
were  of  that  class  of  people  who  passed  between 
boh  armies,  as  often  in   one   camp  as  the  other, 
and  whom,  he  said,  if  he  had  met  with  them,  he 
should    probably  have  as  soon  have  apprehended 
as  .Major  Andre,  as  he  had  always  made  it  a  rule 
to   do  with   these  suspicious  persons.     Tne  con- 
clusion to  be  drawn  from  the  whole  of  Mr.  Tall- 
Madge's  statement,  of  which  this  is  a  brief  extract. 
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s,  that*  these  persoos  had  brought  in  Major 
jndre,  ot>ly  because  they  should  probably  get 
TOjore  for  fSis  apprehension  than  for  his  release. 
B^This  sfiitement  was  received  with  surprise  and 
^(.creduiitjf,  as  to  Major  Andre's  correctness,  by 
gifje  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  this  question 

^. ..    «-t,.,„.,i; ;. _-;j     .L-.       . 


^t  was  ve^y  extraordinary,  it  was  said,  that  at  a 
■f<4y  so  mpch  nearer  the  traD>action  than  tlie 
Resent,  thife  had  existed  no  doubt  on  the  subject 
«ind  CoDgi^ess,  as  a  mark  of  public  gratitude  for 
i^ir  huncfrable  conduct  on  this  inoporiant  occa- 
r;|(fn,  settle^  on  these  persons  pensions  for  life, 
"f  ^ough  t«- stimony  was  strongly  stated  by  one  of 
-  IJ  •  gentlefnen  (Mr.  Smith)  to  Major  Andre's 
■^jh  character  and  honor,  it  was  impossible,  it 
»s  said,  r-bat  the  character  and  conduct  of  the 
^(•n  should  have  been  as  this  day  represented, 
t-t  so  di%renily  depicted.  The  statement  of 
l^jor  An(Tre,  subject  as  it  must  have  been  to  be 
jicolored  vby  misapprehensions  of  the  character 

tj   motives  of  Americans,  among  whom   patri- 
(«m   per\ftades  every  rank  in   life,  it  was  urged, 
r^ght  to  h.:ve   no  weight,  indeed  it  ought  not  to 
)iive   been'raentioned,  in  competition  with  facts 
record, *and  established  by  full   investigation, 
bring  the  life    time  of  General   Washington, 
%Q  certair,Jy  knew  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
t<^jsactioo^ 

«rhough  fhis  topic  made  a  prominent  figure  in 
ttj-.  debate,  it  is  perhaps  proper  to  say,  that  the 
q^stion  wws  decided  on  the  ground  taken  in  the 
r^j^ort,  and.  above  stated  as 'having  been  urged 
i^  Jebate  ir.  favor  of  it. 

A  motio""!  was  made  by  Mr.  Forsyth  (and 

l<jf|)  to  pos  pone  the  report  to  give  further  time 

t^j-xaraine  the  correctness  of  the  extraordinary 

.    ^jv  ot  the  subject  which  had  been  presented  by 

,  Aw-.  Tall.madge. 

\.   jl;  was  rayved  to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to 

V  *^y^ct  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  for  increasing 

f   tf*  compeD^aiion  of  the  other  two  of  the  captors 

o(?Major  Avidre,  yet  surviving,  as  well  as  of  the 

p«vJUioner,  vhich  motion  was  negatived. 

fi  he  quesfion  on  the  reversing  the  report  of  the 

I;  C(>Araiitee  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  53 

\  n.i|  80  or  ip. 

.*  Mr.  LiTTiE  having  made  an  unsuccessful  mo- 
:  'i^t  to  postjione  the  further  consideration  of  the 
;. re|,>rt,  in  th^  hope  that  a  full  examination  would 
j  be^,;^ade  of  »lhe  question  today  raised  as  to  the 
■;  m^r.Us  of  thvse  men,  whom  history  described  as 
pi//>  and  it  corruptible  patriois,  and  whom  he 
;.fu<l|jr  believhd  to  have  been  so — 
Ij  ^■^'^  report  was  agreed  to. 
;'■  f  J"""  C^HAf^ELi-:  from  the  same  committee  afore- 
''"rt  also  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  en- 
;jtn4d  "An  t,ct  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson," 
'wilic-h  was  lead  twice  and  committed  to  a  Cora- 
::m»icee  of  th<'  Whole. 


■  Tuesday,  January  14. 
I'he  engr'issed  biH,  entitled  'An  act  to  explain 
}»ct  authorizing  certain  officers  and  otber  per- 
I    to  adniinibter  oaths,  approved  May  the  3d 
b,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed.  ' 

t 
\ 

? 
i 

I 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
I  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  concerning  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  the  following  joint 
resolutions,  which  were  read  twice  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  ire..  That  the  arrangement  made  bj  the 
President  and  D;rector«  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  under  which  the  notes  of  the  stockholdera  ae- 
cured  by  deposite  of  aiz  per  cent,  atock  of  the  United 
Statea,  are  received  in  plice  of  the  specie  required  to 
be  paid  as  a  part  of  the  second  instalment,  is  an  un- 
warrantable extension  of  the  corporate  powers  of  that 
body,  and  that  the  SecreUry  of  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  withhold  the 
deposites  of  the  Government  from  the  said  bank,  until 
the  proportion  of  specie  required  as  part  of  the  second 
instalment  is  actually  paid,  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Resolved,  4-c.,  That  the  discount  of  any  note  or  the 
loan  of  money  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to 
individuals,  on  the  credit  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  transferred  to  the  bank,  or  to  any  of 
its  officers,  or  deposited  with  an  authority  to  sell  the 
same  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  contracted,  is  a  man- 
ifest violation  of  the  ninth  rule  or  fundamental  artici* 
of  the  constitution  of  the  said  bank,  and  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation  ; 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury, be  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  whenever  he  shall 
hereafter  ascertain  that  any  discount  of  notes  or  loaa 
of  money  has  been  made  on  such  security,  to  proceed 
forthwith  to  withdraw  from  the  said  bank  the  depos- 
itee of  the  CioTernment  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  give  information  thereof  to  L'ongreas,  during  the 
first  week  of  its  succeeding  session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  memorial 
of  William  Tliornion,  keeper  of  the  Patent  Office 
stating  that  no  direct  provision  exists  in  the  laws 
upon  the  subject  of  patents,  inventions,  and  dis- 
coveries, embracing  the  case  of  siatuary,  and 
soliciting  that  an  additional  act  may  be  passed 
upon  the  subject.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Clayton   presenied  a  petition   of  Allan 
McLaae,  stating  that  he  commenced  his  military 
life  as  a  volunteer  in  the  year   1775.  and  con- 
tinued to  act  in    various  stations  of  important 
trust,    of  active   enterprise,  of  imminent  peril; 
throughout  the  checkered  scenes  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  which  left  him  at  its  close  a  major 
of  infantry,  and  that  in  the  great  cause  of  inde- 
pendence he  offered  up  the  flower  of  his  life,  and 
expended  a   handsome   patrimony,  for  which  he 
has  never,  as   he  alleges,  received  the  promised 
rewards;  that   he  is  now  old,  infirm,  and  poor, 
and  praying  thai  Congress  will  take  his  case  into 
seriou.s  consideration   and   pass  such  act  in  the 
premises  for  his  reiief  as  to  them,  in  their  wisdom, 
shall  seem  just  and  right.— Referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public, Lauds,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  'to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  public   moneys  of   the  land 
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office  at  Marietta."  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pickering  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
lo  morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  further  to 
regulate  the  Territories  of  the  United  Staie.s,  and 
their  electing  delegates  lo  Congress. 

A  proposition  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Wright. 
for  altering  the  rules  of  the  House  so  as  to  admit 
within  the  bar  of  the  House,  during  its  sittings, 
any  person  who  shall  have  been  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  or  of  this  House,  was  taken  up, 
and  on  the  question,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

CANADI.\xN  REFUGEES. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  IS'ew  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Samuel 
Thompson,  and  John  Dailey,made  a  report,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 


vessel  or  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  said  ressei,  to  be 
delivered  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  to  the 
purchaser,  with  intent  or  previous  knowledge  that  the 
said  vessel  shall  or  will  be  employed  to  cruise  or  com- 
mit hostilities  upon  the  subjecU,  citizens,  or  property 
of  cry  Prince  or  State  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  at  peace,  such  person  so  offending  shall  on  con- 
viction thereof  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  high  misde- 
meanor,  and  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing ten  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  years;  and  the  trial  of  such  offence  shall 
either  be  in  the  district  of  the  United  States  wherein 
the  vessel  was  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  in  that  wherein 
the  contract  of  sale  was  made. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  owners 
of  all  armed  ships,  sailing  out  of  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  and  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  citiiens  there- 
of, shall  enter  into  bond  to  the  collector,  with  sufficient 
security,  prior  to  clearing  out  the  same,  in  double  the 
amount  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  on  board, 
including  her  armament,  thit  the  said 


rjy.  ..      I,         1.   J  .1.         •  1  ,        o  --  -   ™. ship  or  vessel 

The  committee  have  had  the  said  pet.-tions  under    ,hall  not  be  employed,  either  by  the  owners  or  by  any 

person  lo  whom  they  may  sell,  or  pretend  to  sell,  the 
same,  in  cruising  or  committing  hostilities  upon  the 
subjecU,  citiiens,  or  property  of  any  Prince  or  State 
with  whom  the  United  States  are  at' peace. 

Sic  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  collec- 
tors of  the  customs  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respectively 
authorized  to  detain  any  vessel  bound  from  the  United 
Sutes,  whenever  the  cargo  on  board  shall  principally 
consist  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  when,  from 
the  number  of  men  shipped  on  board,  or  from  any  other 
circumstance,  it  is  their  opinion  that  there  in  an  inten- 
tion to  violate  the  neutral  obligations  of  the  United 
States  to  foreign  Governments,  until  the  decision  of 
the  President  be  had  thereupon,  or  until  the  owner 
enters  into  bond  and  security,  such  as  is  required  of  the 


consideration,  and  report  the  following  statement  of 
facts  :  That  it  appears,  from  the  documents  accompa-  I 
Dying  the  petitions,  that  the  petitioners  were  both  men 
of  extensive  property  in  and  contiguous  to  the  village 
of  Newark,  in   Upper  Canada  ;  that,  after  the  taking 
possession  of  that  place  by  the  United  States  army,  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Dearborn,  the  petitioners  ] 
were  active  and  zealous  in  their  endeavors  to  promote 
the  success  of  our  arms,  and  were  solicitous  to  add  all 
in  their  power  lo  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  our 
troops  ;  that  they  gave  up  their  houses  for  quarters  for 
our  officers  and  soldiers,  and  on  all  occasions  mani- 
fested so  strong  an  attachment  to  the  American  cause 
that  their  duloyalty  to  the  British  Government  was  so 
apparent  and  notorious  that  they  deemed  it  unsafe  for 


them  to  remain  m  Canada  after  the  evacuation  by  our  owners  of  armed  vesseTs,  by  the  second'  section  "of  thii 

army,  and  they  threw  themselves  under  the  protection  act. 

of  the  American  Government;  in  consequence  of  which  S«c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  foreign 

(although  there  is  no  direct  proof  of  the  fact)  there  is  ship  or  vessel   shall   be  armed  and  equipped,  nor  shall 

lute  doubt  but  their  properly  has  been  confiscated  ;  the  force  of  any  foreign    armed    ship  or  vessel    be  en- 

anJ  the  petitioners  are  now  Jar  advanced  in  Ufe,  and  creased  or  augmented  m  the  ports  of  the  United  States 


destitute  of  the  means  to  enable  them  lo  live  comfort 
ably. 

The  committee,  not  knowing  how  far  the  House 
would  go  towards  remunerating  persons  of  this  descrip- 
tion, without  giving  any  opinion,  and  with  a  view  to 
bring  the  subject  direct  before  the  House,  submit  the 
following  resolution 


under  any  pretext  whatsoever. 

The  bill  was  comraiiied  lo  a  Coramiltee  of  the 
Whole. 

REDEMPTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and   Means,  to  which    was  referred    the  annual 


Resolved,  'J'hat  the  committee  be  instructed  to  bring  '  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury   on   the 


in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Samuel  Thompson  and 
John  Dailey. 

NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  re|»oried  the  following  bill: 
A  Bill   lo  prevent  citiiens  of  the  United   Slates  from 
selling  vessels  of  war  lo  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
any  foreign   Power,  and  more  effectually  lo  prevent 
the  arming  and  equipping  vessels  of  war  in  the  ports 
of  the  United   States,  intended   to  be  used   against 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 
Sic.  1.  lie  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  if  any  citaen   of 
the  United  States,  shall,  within  the  limits  of  the  same, 
fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  pro-' 
cure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  shall  knowingly  aid 
or  be  concerned  in  the  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arm- 
ing any  private  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  to  sell  the  said 


state  of  the  finances,  made  a  report  upon  that  part 
of  It  which  relates  to  an  addition  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  L.  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.— The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  lo  whom  has 
been  referred  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  submit  lo  the  House  a  report  upon  that  part 
of  it  which  relates  lo  an  addition  to  the  Sinking  Fund  : 

A  provision  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt 
was  proposed  at  an  early  part  of  the  last  session,  but 
its  consider.ition  was  necessarily  deferred,  while  the 
amount  of  annual  revenue  and  expense  seemed  entirely 
undetermined.  When  the  passage  of  the  revenue  laws, 
and  of  thobe  which  fixed  the  luiliiary  and  naval  ex- 
penditure of  the  country,  removed  this  objection,  there 
was  not  lime  for  a  deliberate  examination  of  the  sub- 
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*j«pt  by  CifngreM.     \or  wu  it  iiidced  imporUnt  that 

~khy  a<^t  ia'  relation  to  a  sinking  fund  ahould  then  be 

tossed.  «ir*?e  the  revenue  of  the  country  could  not  l)e  I  subject  will  be  explained  by  the  bill  which  accomDa 
Jijore  effeC;ua)Jj  applied  to  the  reduction  of  iu  deJt  j  nieu  this  report  ;  and  they  will  confine  their  furthei 

4l,an  by  pa  ;ing  the  arrearages  of  mihury  expense,  acid     remarks  principally  to  some  of  iU  proviaions  in  whicl 

;>5thdrawiiiy  from  circulation  the  Treasury  notes  which     thev  orooose  to  dpvi.iA  fmm   tha   ,^lor, ' , 

*  1(6   neces&'tjes  of  the   Government  had  obliged  it   to 

%  Hf ue.     In  ^he  year    1816,  the  decrease  of  debt,   as  it 

-  iipean       '      •'     •      •        -    .      «  .    .      _ 


): 


the  Sinking  Fund  require,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, a  general  revision.  But  their  views  upon  this 
subject  will  be  explained  by  the  bill  which  accompa- 

er 

they  propose  to  deviate  from  the  'plan  recommrnJed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  'I'reasury. 

_.      -.,  .-  .  .  ^^^^  „  .„         The  certain  appropriation  of  ten  miliiona  annually 

"-  ;<P««"  ups.n  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treaa-     the  committee  do  not  propose  to  increase.      While  it  is 
^^.  has  b€i.n  upwards  of  $  10,872.000.     But,  to  ascer-  ,'  entirely  within  the  means  of  the  Treasury  to  diacharjre 
i;n  lU  tru<t  diminution,  it  is  obvious  that  we  must  give     it   wUl    probably  be  competent  i  with   the   aid  which  it 
^rdit  to  i;?e   Government  for  the   payment  of  debu     will  derive  from   the  other  provisions  of  the   biin  to 
j^ich  did  t«t  appear  upon  the  books  of  the  Treasury,     redeem  the  public  debt,  reduced,  as  it  has  been   by  the 
^tich,  for  Jiample  as  the  arrears  of  the  Army  ;     nor     paymenU  of  the  last  year,  within  a  term  nearly  'as  abort 
»j list  we  charge  as  a  debt  incurred  in  1816  the  sto<k    as  has  ever  been  contemplated  for  lU  extinguishment 
t>ch  was.  issued   in   that  year,  in   considoration  of  I      The  large  amount  of  revenue  which  accrued  durine 
,oiiey  adv^ced  during  the  war.     The  issue  of  the     the  last  year,  enables  Congress,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
i^k  did  n,.t  change  the  amount  of  the  debt,  although     committee  to  apply  so  conMderable  a  sum   to  the  pay- 
fhanged    lU  character   and  lU  evidence.     If  these     mentor  purchase  of  public  stock  in  1817  as  ts  increaw 
^'gestioni,  are  correct,  the  true  decrease  of  debt  in  the     Tery  sensibly,  the  effect  of  every  subaequent  year's  ap-' 
ir  18 1 6  cnnnot  have  been  less  than  twenty-four  mil-  '  pn.priation.  and  materially  to  hasten  the  entire  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt.     They  propose  that,  in  addition 
to  the  permanent  and  regular  annual  appropriation, 
there  should  be  paid,  m  the  year  1817,  to  the  Commia^ 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  sum  of  nine  miliiomj 


118  of  dollars,  without  including  the  means  of  lurlher 
♦luction  which  are  afforded  by  the  balance  in  the 
^^reasury  o,',  the  1st  January,  1817,  of  upwards  often 
jl^iilions.  exclusive  of  Treasury  notes.  It  seem*  plain 
Mitt  DO  newc.  legislative  acu  were  necessary  in  the  last 
Sssion  to  acjeltrate  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt 
*ring  the  jvar  1816. 

{'ft  is  inde«4l  a  subject  of  pleasing  reflection,  that  the 

iyjfnue  ol  t^o  years  has  given  to  the  Treasury  a  sum 

\*kh  is  equil  to  four-fifths  of  the  present  amount  of 

14^  entire  d*t.  and  which  exceeds  by  fully  seventeen 

i.^lions.iha?  proportion  of  it  which  is  attributed  to  the 

l^'  war.     !►  wiJl  not  however  be  forgotten,  that  this 

*nlje  of  the^:revenue  is  transitory,  as  u  was  in  some 

i>;*surc  un.apected.      So  far  too  as   it  has   resulted 

an  intemperate  spirit  of  speculation,  which  has 

^portioned^our  supply  of  foreign  article*  neither  to 

F*Jemand  .;,or  the  means  of  payment,  it  may  have  im- 

^ed  the  ui-rcantiJe  capital  ol  the  country,  which  is 

^^ly  conDc*:ted  with  its  prosperity.     Attribute  what 

!'T^r*^  uf  th-.s  revenue,  however,  to  chance  or  impru- 

*■•  ^V'    "  '■'*'•'"'"  **''  '*»  convince  us  that  the  means  at 

th^liauon  ai;.  adequate  to  the  early  redemption  of  lU 

j*iie  debU  ^deed  of  no  one  war  can  be  expected  to 

rijrcji  an  am.junt,  to  the  dl8char^'e  of  which,  within  a 

^  r>  csrnable  time,  the   resources  of  the   United   States 

■  ^i^.^  ^  »n«;tlequate.  It  is  by  the  accumulation  of 
J  titi^|ebu  of  different  wars,  which  in  seasons  of  peace 
ff  anMllowed  ui  be  unreduced,  or  at  least  undischarged, 
i  th^ithe  sysirm  of  borrowing  grows  to  an  enormity 

■  "hj^  "acta  3"rom  a  nation,  as  the  annual  interest  of 
r  k*i^^''  *  P'"*^*'0''l'on  of  Its  income  greater  than  would 

ha*-  sufficed,  .it  an  early  period,  to  have  prevented  or 

reiAjvcd  the  incumbrance.     The  proposals  in   regard 

to»,a  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  which  the  Com- 

m^ic  of  Wans  and   Means  suggest  to  the  considera- 

tioj^of  the  H..a8e  in  the  sequel  of  this  report,  so  far  as 

th.^  depend  I'pon  a  view  of  the  probable  revenue  and 

exjindiiureof-'thc  country,  are  founded  upon  the  esti- 

mT^t  contained   in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

TrSpfury.     If  his  estimates  of  revenue  be  somewhat 

}o%.i,  and  of /:xpense  higher  than  it  m.iy  Ik-  supjmsed 

fy|l^ny  that  ^ome  succeeding  years  will  realize,  it  was 

pr  J[ibly  prudent  to  guard  his  plans  from  the  failure  to 

jw^^fc,  in  the  -nsettled  state  of  our  tnide,  and  in  aume 

:^»J^«e  of  ou»  expenses,  more   sanguine  calcuLilions 

J  mfA^  have  cxjH>8ed  them.    The  numerous  and  often  in- 

»ct?ipyuous  provisions  of  the  present  laws  in  relaUon  to 

?       i 

if'  * 


of  dollars,  together  with  four  millions  to  be  conaiderod 
as  an  advance  on  account  of  the  regular  appropriation 
of  the  succeeding  year.  It  is  obvious  that  no  advanuge 
can  arise  from   keeping  in  the  Treasury  a  sum  to  be 

■  -.  J,;      .        ^°     .•--"."  I  at'K'^priated,  at  some  future  period,  to  the  payment  of 

^.Kn  is  equtfl  to  four-fifths  ol  the  present  amount  of  I  the  principal  of  a   debt.     Where   it  is  be   aoulied    to 

the  payment  of  interest,  or  ol  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, the  caae  is  somewhat  different ;  and  the  commit- 
tee have,  therefore,  confined  themselves  to  proposing 
an  advance  in  1817  of  that  part  of  Uie  appropriation 
for  1818,  which  may  be  considered  as  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  principal  oi  the  debt. 

In  addition  to  the  annual  appropriation  of  ten  mil- 
lions, it  has  been   proposed   by   the   Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  make,  in  each  year,  a  further  appropriation 
of  one    million,  whenever  it   can  be   done,  without  re- 
ducing the  balance  lu  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  t^low  two  millions.     The  committee  admit  that 
It  may  be  prudent  U)  apply  only  such  part  ol  the  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury  as  may  be  paid  without  reducing 
the  balance  below  Uie  sum  which  has  been  mentioned, 
but  they  think  tliat  whaiever  surplus,  though  it  .houUI 
exceed  a  million,  can  be  applied  without  such  reduc- 
tion, should,  also,  be   appropriated.     The    bill    which 
they  report  provides  that  this  shaU  be  done,  after  the 
year  1817. 

The  advantage  which  may  be  denved  from  the  laat 
provision  is  too  uncertain  in  amount  to  admit  of  cal- 
culation or  of  estimate.  Such  is  not,  however  the 
character  of  the  additional  appropriation  proposed  to 
be  made  in  1817.  This  must  dimmish  the  intereat  to 
be  paid  lor  the  next  year  by  *76o,000 ;  in  1819,  bj 
*5'^5,U00;  and  in  1820,  by  $557,000,  and  will  leave 
in  the  Treasury,  (adopting  the  Secretary's  estimates  of 
revenue  and  expenditure,)  on  the  1st  ot  January.  1818, 
!P;J,6a0.(l0O  ;  on  the  Isl  of  January,  1819,  ,$1,400,000  ; 
and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1820,  $1,150,000;  alter 
which,  It  is  estimated,  that  the  produce  of  the  revenue, 
and,  of  course,  the  balances  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
will  be  increased. 

In  adding  to  the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  it 
appears  to  ttie  committee  not  unworthy  of  the  wisdom 
ol  ihe  Legislature  to  simpliiy  its  operations.  The  doc- 
uments sutijoined  to  the  last  Treasury  rejHjrt  show, 
that  on  the  Istof  October  last,  there  were  nearly  thirty- 
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four  millions  of  stock,  of  fourteen  different  de»criptiona, 
and  carrying  seven  different  rates  of  interest,  standing 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  »n  which  interest  is 
supposed  regularly  to  accrue  and  to  be  paid,  with  no 
other  effect  than  that  of  adding  to  the  labors  of  those 
who  keep  and  those  who  wish  to  understand  the  ac- 
counU  of  the  Government.     The  committee  propose 
that  all  certificates  of  public  debt,  when  they  are  re- 
deemed,  shall    be    destroyed.     It    may  be  said   to    he 
hardly  worth  making  a  change  in  our  law  to  produce 
no  practical  eflect  ;  and  it  is  true,  that  in  either  mode, 
the  diminution  of  national  debt  will  be  the  same,  but 
it  if   respectfully  suggested,   that,  even  if  the   trouble 
which  it  will  Biive  in  making  up  the  accounts  be  of  no 
moment,  it  is  of  some   consequence   that   their  state 
should  be  such  as  to  admit  of  being  easily  and  generally 
understood,  and    that  what    is,  in    iuel'f.  plain,  should 
not  be  obscured  by  the  introduction  ot  a  useless  fiction. 
The  committee  report  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt."  and,  also,  "  A  bill  to  re-  | 
peal  BO  much  of  any  acu.  now  in  force,  as  authorizes 
a  loan  of  money  or  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes." 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  nny  acts  in  force,  as  authorizes  a  loan  of 
money  or  ao  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  commitied  to  a  Commillee  of 
the  Whole. 


COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Randolph  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident au(l  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American 
Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color  of 
the  United  States,  praying  that  Congress  will 
aid  with  the  power,  the  patronage,  and  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  the  great  and  beneficial 
object  of  their  institution  j  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  is  iis  follows: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 
The  memorial  of  the  President  and   Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  "  American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free 
people  of  color  of   the    United  States,"    respectfully  ! 
shows : — That  your  memorialists  are  delegated  by  a 
numerous  and  highly  respectable  a.«sociation  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  recently  organized  at  the  Seat  of  Gov-  ' 
ernment,   to  sohcit  Congress  to  aid  with  the  power,  I 
the  patronage,  and  the  resources  of  the  country,  the  ' 
great  and  beneficial  object  of  their  institution  ;  Jn  ob- 
ject deemed  worthy  of  the  earnest  attention,  and  of  the 
strenuous  and  persevering  exertions,  as  well  of  every 
patriot,  in  whatever  condition  of  life,  as  of  every  en- 
hghted,  philanthropic,  and  practical  statesman. 

It  18  now  reduced  to  be  a  maxim  equally  approved 
in  philosophy  and  pracUce,  that  the  existence  of  dis- 
Unct  and  separate  castes,  or  classes,  forming  excepUons 
to  the  general  system  of  polity  adapted  to  the  commu- 
nity, is  an  inherent  vice  in  the  composition  of  society  ; 
pregnant  with  baneful  consequences,  both  moral  and' 
political,  and  demanding  the  utmost  exertion  of  human 
energy  and  foresight  to  remedy  or  remove  it.  If  this 
maxim  be  true  in  the  general,  it  applies  with  peculiar 
force  to  the  relative  condition  of  the  free  people  of 
color  in  the  United  States;  between  whom  and  the 
rest  of  the  community,  a  combination  of  causes,  polit- 
ical, physical,  and  moral,  has  created  distinctions,  un- 
avoidable in  their  origin,  and  most  unfortunate  in  their 
Utii  Con.  2d  ^kss.—  Io 


consequences      The  actual  and  prospective  condition 

o!  that  class  of  people;  their  anomalous  and  indefinite 
relations  to  the  political  instituUons  and  social  ties  of 
I  the  community  ;  their  deprivation  of  most  of  those  in- 
dependent, political,  and  social  rights,  so  indispensa- 
ble to  the  progressive  melioration  of  our  nature ;  ren- 
dered, by  systematic  exclusion  from  all  the  higher  re- 
wards of  excellence,  dead    to  all  the  elevating  hopea 
that  might  prompt  a  generous  ambition  to  excel  •   ail 
these  considerations  demonstrate,  that  it  equally' im- 
poru  the  public  good,  as  the  individual  and  social  hap- 
piness of  the   per«)ns  more  immediately  concerned; 
that  It  1.  equally  a  debt  of  patriotism  and  of  humanity 
to  provide  some  adequate  and  effectual  remedy.     The 
evil  has  become  so  apparent,   and  the  necessity  for  a 
remedy  so  palpable,  that  some  of  the  most  considerable 
of  the  slaveholding  States   have   been  induced  to  im- 
pose restraints  upon  the  practice  of  emancipaUon   by 
annexing  conditions,  which  have  no  effect  but  to  trans- 
fer  the  evil  from  one  Sute  to  another,  or  by  inducing 
other  States   to  adopt  countervaUing  regulations,  and 
in  the  total  abrogation  of  a  right  which  benevolent  or 
conscientious  proprietors  had  long  enjoyed  under  all 
the  sanctions  of  positive  law   and  of  ancient    usage, 
lour   memorialisU    beg  leave,  with    all   deference,  to 
suggest  that   the  fairest  and  most  inviting  opportuni- 
ties are  now  presented  to  the  (General  Government  for 
repairing  a  great  evU  in  our  social  and  political  insti- 
tutions, and,  at  the  same  time,  for  elevating,  from  a  low 
and   ho^less  condition,  a  numerous   and  rapidly  in- 
creasiag  race  of  t8en,  who  want  nothmg  but  a  proper 
theatre,  to    enter   upon    the  pursuit  of  happiness  and 
independence,  in    the  ordmary    paths  which  a   benign 
I'rovidence   has  left  open  to  the  human  race.     Thwe 
great  ends,  it  is  conceived,  may  be   accomplished  by 
making  adequate  provision  for  planting,  in  some  sa- 
lubrious and  fertile  region,  a  colony,  to  be  composed  of 
such  of  the  above  description  of  i>ersons  as  may  choose 
to  emigrate;  and  for  extending  to  it  the  authority  and 
protection  of  the  United  States,  until  it  shall  have  at- 
I  tamed  sufficient  strength  and  consistency  to  be  left  in 
:  a  state  of  independence. 

I       Independently  of  the  motives  derived  from  pohtical 
foresight  and  civ.l  prudence,  on  the  one  hand,  and  from 
,  moral  justice  and  philanthropy  on  the  other,  there  are 
,  additional  considerations  and  more  expanded  views  to 
engage  the   sympathies  and  excite  the  ardor  of  a  lib- 
eral  and  enlightened   people.     It  may  be  reserved  for 
our  Government  (the  first  to  denounce  an   inhuman 
I  and   abominable  traffic  in  the  guilt  and  disgrace  of 
which  most  of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world  were 
partakers)  to  become  the  honorable  instrument,  under 
l^ivine  Providence,  of  conferring  a  still  higher  blessmg 
upon  the  large  and   interesting  portion  of  mankind, 
benefitted   by  that  deed  of  justice ;  by  demonstrating 
that  a  race  of  men,  composing  numerous  tribes,  spread 
over  a  conUnent  of  vast  and  unexplored  extent,  ferUl- 
ity,  and  riches ;  known  to  the  enlightened  nations  of 
antiquity  ;  and  who  had  yet  made  no  progress  in  the 
refanemenU  of  civUization ;  for  whom  history  has  pre- 
served no  monumenu  of  arts  or  arms  ;  that  even  this 
hitherto,  ill-fated  race,  may  cherish  the  hope  of  behold- 
ing at  last  the  orient  star  revealing  the  best  and  high- 
est aims  and  attribuu-s  of  man.    Out  of  such  materials, 
to   rear  the  glorious  edifice  of  well  ordered  and  pol- 
ished society,  upon  the  deep  and    sure  foundations  of 
equal  laws  and  diffusive  education,  would  give  a  suffi- 
cient title  to  be  enrolled  among  the  illustrious  benefac- 
tors of  mankind,  while  it  afforded  a  precious  and  con- 
solatory evidence  of  the  all-prevailing  power  of  liberty, 
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jilighteneU  by  knowledge  and  corrected  by  religion.  |  ration  ;  he  wished  the  repeal  to  take  nUce  on  thi> 
«f  the  eip^riment,  in  lU  remote  consoquence..  should  ,  fourth  day  of  March  next,  and  leave  it  to  the  nJr, 
KilUmateiyMend  to  the  dalu«jon  of  Hun.iar  ble«mg.  Congress,  four-fifth,  of  whom  were  electedfo 
through  tN>«v..t  region,  .nd  unnumbered  tnbes,  yet  regulate  this  matter,  the  r.^ht  of  fixmi^t  He 
i.,i,.cured  . I  pr,mev.l  darkness  ;  recia.m  the  rude  wan- ;  ^^3   desirous,  he   said,   to   give    them  a^esponsi 


inoraanity  .;  and  ( 
4nd  alijecfjsuper! 

#  iiie  moralfty,  ar 
'#1 ;  the  m,  lion,  < 

j^  most  c^r^8pic 


and 


Iglorer  fronj  a  life  of  wretchednese    to  civilization 

"fiviraanity  .;  and  convert  the   blind   idolater  from  groaa 

uperstitions  to  the  holy  charities,  the  sub- 

md   humanizing  discipline  of  the  Goa- 

,  or  the  individual,  that  shall  have  taken 

most  c^r^8picuous  lead  in  achieving  the  benignant 


bility  which  he  presumed  they  would  be  proud 
to  assume,  and  should  vote  against  adding  at  this 
time  a  single  cent  to  the  old  compensation  of  six 
dollars  per  day.     Mr.  J.  expressed  his  hope,  as  he 

.  ..„^ ^ had    endeavored,    in     previously   di.scussing    the 

;aJt«''pri«e, ,,will  have  raised  a  monument  of  that  true  I  ^"'jj^ct,  to  avoid  on  a  question  of  this  delicacy 
^jf.ld  impcrChable  glor,-,  founded  in  the  moral  approba- r''*y',"g  anything  in  any  manner  to  wound  the 
*.^n  and  gVatitude  of  the  human  race— unapproach-  ^'^**'"?'*  o*  •''«  member!^,  that  perfect  harmony 
>IJe  to  all  rut  th«  elected  inatrumenU  of  divine  benefi-  ''    ''~  '  ■     •       ■    • 

vjejoce — a  g^ory,  with  which  the  moat  splendid  achieve- 
^fnta  of  Jiuman  force  or  power  must  sink  in  the 
petiUo)},  and  appear  insignificant  and  vulgar  in  the 
pariaoii.  And,  above  all,  should  it  be  considered 
t  the  ni^on  or  the  individual,  whose  energies  have 
ilun  faithfully  given  to  this  august  work,  will  have 
Vured,  by  this  exalted  beneficence,  the  lavor  of  that  I 
ring,  "  w.<i08e  compassion  is  over  ail  his  works,"  and 
^  hose  un8,,eakabl€  rewards  will  never  fail  to  bless  the 
-j'ljmblest  effort  to  do  good  to  his  creatures, 
i*  :Your  memorialists  do  not  presume  to  determine  that 
*-  views  ai'  Congress  will  be  necessarily  directed  to 
country  to  which   they  have  just  alluded.     They 

e  reasons 
i^re  us, 

..  ,-   <"   ,  o  -  r ""    "'"^Jproper 

j|T)e  selec/ed.  leaving  it,  with  perfect  confidence,  to 
^»  better  ^.nformation  and  better  judgment  of  your 
y  tiorable  IJwly  to  make  the  choice, 
•y  Your  m«iniorialists,  without  prej^uming  to  mark  out 
^||i  deUil,  t}?e  measures  which  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt 
iM:he  furtherance  of  the  object  in  view  ;  but  implicitly 
f  fying  uprn  th^ruisdom  of  Congress  to  devise  the 
j^0.8t  effecrial  measures,  will  only  pray  that  the  sub- 
adt  may  b».  recommended  to  their  serious  considera- 
yMa ;  and  yiat,  as  an  humble  auxiliary  in  this  great 
-*ark,  the  ^jsociation,  represented  by  your  memorial- 

».  may  b^  permitted  to  aspire  to  the  hope  of  contri- 
PUmg  it«  Itibors  and  resources. 

"'  *  B.  WASHINGTON,  Praidmi. 


-If-  cuuuifTi  10  wnicn   tney  have  just  alludd 
^pe  to  be  .-icused  for  intimating  some  of  ih 
"iljich  woutl  bring  that  portion  of  the  world  1 
ij«jen  engajred  in  discovering  a  place  the  m 


would  characterize  the  whole  debate.  He  b«^ 
lieved,  he  said,  that  no  member  of  this  House, 
regarding  the  members  a^  pensioners  merely 
with  a  view  to  pecuniary  considerations  only' 
could  say  that  81.500  was  too  great  a  compensa- 
tion, nor  even  that  it  was  enough.  But.  Mr.  J. 
said,  his  judgment  and  conscience  dictated  to 
him  in  obedience  to  the  public  will,  to  vote  to 
repeal  the  law.  and  leave  the  compensation  as 
It  was  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  reprobated 
compensation  law. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY,  of  Pennssylvania,  next  rose  to 
speak  on  the  subject.  His  rising  occasioned  a 
devialion  from  the  usual  order  of  the  House,  by 
the  members  crowding  round  him.  which  may 
be  attributed  to  the  general  respect  for  his  years, 
experience,  and  intelligence. 

Alter  making  some  general  observations  on  the 
nature  of  this  subject,  Mr.  F.  gave  a  concise  his- 
tory of  what  had  been  formerly  done,  respecting 
the  compensation  of  member.'*  of  Congress.  He 
staled  thai,  under  the  Confederation,  each  Slate 
paid  Its  own  members,  and  instructed  and  re- 
called them  at  pleasure;  that,  when  Congress 
money   gave   way    10  specie,   some    Slates  ""paid 


ess. 


COMPENSATION  LAW. 

The  Ho«jse  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day 

(j^i  'he  bilLto  repeal  the  Compensation  Lav*-,  so 

•^Iped,  anc^'substiiute  therefor  a  per  diem  allow- 

tje;  andiihe  bill  having  been  read  in  Coramii- 

pof  the  Wnole — 
< 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  in  mov- 
m^,  as   h«r.  now  did.  to  fill  the   blank  (for   the 
Ajount  oOi'uture  daily  compensation)  with  eight 
<g  liars,   ht;  obeyed   the   instructions  of  the  coin- 
(jitteewhtl  reported  this  bill,  of  which  he  was  a 
mrrmber.    ^*^here   had    been    in   the  committee  a 
(Biersity  ai  opinion  on    this  subject,  one  or  two 
Ajtleraen^irertrring  nine  or  ten.  and  a  bare  ma- 
jjrjty  con.sfnting  to  eight.     Although  he  did  not 
<f;!er  from,  the  committee  in  the  reasonings  of 
t»^iir  repor'^  he  could  not  feel  it  ill^  duty  to  come 
«|i  the  sara."  result  as  to  the  future  compensation. 
^jf  a  majority  of  the  committee  had  done.     He  i 
•ould,   he  said,  vote  against   the   repeal  of  the 
hsent  cof^pen.ation  taking  a  retrospective  ope- 
t 


eight  dollars  a  day,  some  more,  and  some  Ira-., 
Pennsylvania  paid  six  dollars,  but  had  greal  diffi- 
culty to  procure  members  willing  to  serve.  Some 
small  Slates  gave  but  four,  and  were  rarelv  ever 
represented.  It  must  be  well  known  to  tho.se  who 
remember  that  period,  and  paid  attention  to  it 
that  nine  States  out  of  the  thirteen,  were  a  quo- 
I  rum  necessary  to  make  requisitions  on  the  States 
and  other  important  business,  and  that  this  num- 
!  ber  could  with  difficulty  be  got  together  one 
month  in  a  year. 

When   the  Nationil  GoTernraent  was  or«ran- 
ized,   ihc  commiitee   of  the   Representatives    to 
whom    the  compensation   of  ihe  members    was 
rtlerred.  took    an    average  of   what   the    States 
themselves  had  paid   their   members,  and  it  was 
either  SIX   dollars,  and   one-third   or  two-thirds 
which    Is  now  forgot.     They  reported,  however' 
SIX  dollars  a  day  (or  the  Representatives,  but  lim- 
ited It  to  a  time  after  the  census  would  be  taken 
and    a    more   equal    representation    would    take 
place  ;  when  that  tune  came,  about  twenty  years 
ago,  the  subject  was  again  referred  lo  a  commit- 
tee.    A  salary  was  j>ropo>ed  ahd  advocated,  but 
believing  it  was  contrary  to  public  opinion,  or  at 
least  the  common   practice  in  paying  the  Slate 
Legislatures,  this  wa,s  dropped,  and  a  compensa- 
tion of  eight  dollars  a  day  reported  ;  after  a  dis- 
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H.  or  R. 


cussion  this  was  rejected  by  one.  or  at  most  two 
votes. 

There  had  about  this  time  been  a  considerable 
rise  of  expense,  and  several  State  Legislatures 
hati  increased  their  compensation,  yet  Con«rress 
believing  that  this  arose  from  temporary  causes' 
increased  the  compensation  of  clerks  and  some 
subordinate  officers,  and  of  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, for  a  limited  time,  which,  however,  has 
been  renewed.  When  the'eight  dollars  was  re- 
jected, some  members  openly  declared  their  in- 
tention to  decline,  and  actually  did  so. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  to  members,  whose  farms 
supported  their  families  and  who  did  not  brin<T 
their  families  with  them,  the  six  dollars  a  day 
would  still  pay  their  expenses;  but  to  such  as 
have  to  support  iheir  families  by  their  industry  in 
any  occupation  it  would  not  do.  Several  mem- 
bers, to  his  owft  knowledge,  had  tried  it  a  few 
sessions,  sending  the  half  of  their  wages  month- 
ly to  support  their  families,  but  had  10  decline. 
It  was  well  known  that  members  preferred  almost 
any  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  United  Stales,  as 
well  as  of  their  own  State,  to  a  seat  in  Congress; 
and  It  IS  evident  that,  for  want  of  the  attendance 
of  members,  the  most  important  measures  were 
frequently  transacted  in  a  thin  house,  which  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  be  the  case. 

He  observed  that,  agreeably  to  the  principles 
of  our  Government,  all  classes,  and  aH  interests, 
ought  to  be  represented  in  Congress.  He  knew 
that  the  wages  might  be  made  ~so  low,  that  but 
one  class,  viz  :  the  wealthy,  who  could  afford  the 
expense,  and  did  not  depend  on  their  own  per- 
sonal industry,  woold  serve.  But  this  would 
change  the  nature  of  the  Government.  But  even 
if  the  compensation  was  raiseJ.  or  the  salary 
established,  there  would  always  be  many  who 
would  not  serve,  many  to  whom  no  wages  we 
ought  to  give  would  compensate  their  loss,  and 
there  are  many  whom  no  compensation  we  could 
give  would  induce  to  leave  their  endearing  fam- 
ilies, comforts,  and  cares,  to  serve  at  such°a  dis- 
tance from  home  as  many  of  the  members  have 
to  do.  Some  who  have  done  so.  always  reflect 
on  it  with  deep  regret. 

Mr.  F.  said,  as  this  was  the  last  session  he  ever 
would  serve,  his  voting  for  an  increase  of  the 
daily  wages,  as  he  designed  to  do,  could  contrib- 


ute very  little  to  his  advantage,  when  it  was 
known  that,  though  he  was  not  here  last  session, 
to  vote  either  for  or  ^gainst  the  compensation 
law,  being  prevented  by  sickness,  he  was  yet  en- 
titled to  receive  the  compensation,  but  would  not 
claim  nor  would  he  receive  it;  therefore  expected 
that  voting  for  an  increase  of  wages  would  not 
be  imputed  to  him  as  the  result  of  self-interest. 
He  would  not  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  salary 
because  he  thought  it  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion or  any  principle  of  the  Government,  but 
because  he  thought  it  inexpedient.  On  the  whole, 
Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  wished  to  leave  those  who 
succeeded  him  on  a  footing  equal  to  what  he 
was  himself  when  he  came  into  Congress.  He 
Wished  a  reasonable  compensation  to  be  fixed  to 
continue  until  after  the  next  census;  not  but  what 


he  knew  every  Congress  had  equal  power  as  the 
first  Congress   had.  to  fix  their  own  compensa- 
tion.    All  the   State  Legislatures  have  done  so 
some  of  them  oflener  than  once.     He  would  vote 
to  fill  the  blank  with  eight  dollars,  not  because 
he  thought  it  equal  to  six  when  he  went  first  into 
Congress,  but  because  he  thought,  when  the  cur- 
rency was  regulated  to  a  specie  standard,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  the  case  before  the  next  Con- 
gress,   It    would    be   equal.     This    was    no    new 
thought  of  his.     He,  agreeably  to  his  own  opin- 
ion of  the   public  good,  had  determined  to  vote 
for  a  moderate  increase  of  wdges   before  he  left 
Congress;  for  obvious   reasons  such  a  question 
had  been  delayed  until  long  after  the  State  Le- 
gislatures had  set  the  example. 

Mr.    Randolph,  of  Virginia,   then    took   the 
floor.     The  auction   of  popularity,  he  said,  dif- 
fered in  one  material  respect  from  all  others:  the 
first  bidder  standing  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
transaction  as   the  last  bidder  does  at  other  auc- 
j  lions.     Hence  it  could    be  no  cause  of  surprise, 
I  that  at  all  times,  where  any  measure  within  the' 
I  scope  of  public  contemplation  should  be  peculi- 
arly odious,  a  great  anxiety  should  be  manifested 
as  to  who  should   be  foremost  in  the  repeal;  or 
otherwise,  if  the  measure  was  entirely  desirable, 
the  same  struggle  should  take  place  ia  the  race 
who  should  be  first  to    reach   the  goal.     He  for 
one,  had   been  extremely  glad  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  had,  on  this   occasion,  so  far  at 
least,  not   been  wanting  in  a  sense  of  decent  .«;elf- 
respect.     He    hoped    the    Commiitee  would  not 
understand  him  to  intend  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  or  to  commit  himself  to  the  support 
of  it  on  its  final  passage  ;  but  he   had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  if  it  was  to  pass,  that  it  ought  not 
to  pass  in  the  shape  in  which  it  had  been  offered 
by  the  commiitee.     What  urgency  was  there  ia 
this  case  ?     Would  any  honorable  member  show 
him  that  there  was  a  great  urgency  that  the  act 
of  the  last  session   should  be  repealed  as  to  the 
remaining  part  of  this  session,  and  that  the  law 
should  be  further  modified  by  an  increase  of  the 
compensation  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent  ? 
This  body  ought  not  to  act  on  any  frivolous  im- 
pulse; it  ought  not  to  act  on  any  temporary  ex- 
citement.    He  hoped  not   to   be    misunderstood. 
The  people  of  the  United  Stales  are  the  .sover- 
eigns of  the  United  Stales;  the   Government  is 
theirs,  because  the  soil  is  theirs— the  country  is 
theirs  ;  they  have  a  right  to  be  heard.  But  what, 
said  he,  have  we  heard  from   the   public  on   this 
occasion,  except  a  solitary  petition  this  morning 
from  some  part  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  repeal  of 
the  law?     Now,  with  all  due   respect  for  public 
opinion,  where  is  the  necessity  for  the  pas  age  of 
the  bill  on  the  table?     If  this  House,  said  he,  is 
to  act  on  this  subject;  if  it  is   to  undo  or  patch 
lip  the  act  of  the  last  session;  if  this  House  is  to 
offer  something  like  a  tub  to  the  great  Leviathan 
of  popularity,  what  ought  they  to  do  ?     To  undo 
all  they  have  done,  or  to  do  nothing.     In  what 
predicament  shall  we  present  ourselves   to  our 
constituents  ? — going  on  the  principle  that  these 
constituents  are  hostile  to  the  law.     Thank  God 
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-.june  hav  said  Dothinjr  to  me  about  it;  no,  sir, 
jdo  not  Liiiok  mine  will  say  anything  to  rae  on 
■jait  scor^  What  shall  we  say  to  the  people, 
^ho  have  been  clamoring  about  it,  when  they 
Jr€  told  tli,at  we  have  repealed  the  act.  and  taken 
J?e  difference  of  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent, 
jiore  than  we  should  if  we  had  never  passed  it? 
Ifirould  not  wish  to  stand  in  a  more  pitiable,  I 
l^uld  add  pitiful,  condition  before  the  people, 
yun  with  this  bill  in  ray  hand  as  amendatory  of 
Wi  act  of  the  last  session. 
-3Viihou(  now  giving  an  opinion  of  the  merits 

ftbe  btll,  reserving  himself  until  the  bill  should 
more  fully  before  the  House,  he  rose  to  offer 
a^  amendment  which  he  believed  would  super- 
a^e  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 


jJamoaby,  1817. 

before  a  motion  was  entertained  to  strike  out  the 
first  section. 

Mr.  SocTHABD,  of  New  Jersey,  said  this  sub- 
ject  was  one  so  practical,  so  familiar  to  every  one 
by  the  discussions  it  had  undergone,  that  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  detain  the  House  with  any 
remarks  in  support  of  the  proposition  which  he 
now  submitted,  to  fix  the  compensation  for  the 
future  at  the  old  standard  of  six  dollars  per  day 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  .-aid  he  was  in' 
favor  of  retaining  the  salary  feature,  because  he 
thought  it  most  consistent  with  the  public  inter- 
est. But  if  that  law  must  be  repealed,  one  great 
objection  to  that  course  would  be  removed  by 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.     If  touched  at  all,  said 


Je  the  amendment  nroposed  by  the  gentleman    -enileman  from  Virginia.     If  touched  at  all  sad  i 

1^1^\.  ^t^'Tl  'H"  '±1  1?  !L-    h-J^^^'  ^^'".-' h  a  manner  aslVt^brd  ^ 


^cdge  myself  to  vote  for  the  bill,  even  if  ray 
*jen<iment  be  adopted.  I  do  not  wish  to  entrap 
;e  Hous«<,  but  to  show  what,  in  ray  opinion, 
^ht  to  b^  done,  if  we  move  in  the  question  at 
s^l  Mr.  H.  then  proposed  to  strike  out  the  whole 
l^U,and  iniert  in  lieu  thereof,  a  provision  to  repeal 
«*,inrely  thf  law  of  last  session,  and  require  a 
Qt'duciion  jTrora  the  amount  of  pay  received  by 
iji  raembefi  of  so  much  as,  during  the  past  and 
M4sent  setisions,  they  shall  have  received  over 
ijii  above  <he  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day.  The 
'  of  the  last  session  was  retrospective  and  re- 
'l"!*  ^  ,"*  operation;  and  if  the  House 
Mched   thj;  law  at  this  ses.>ion,  in  bis  opinion 


our  names  and  that  of  the  Congress  to  which 
we  belong,  to  the  latest  ages,  with  dishonor  and 
disgrace.  I  would  not  put  into  my  pocket  that 
compensation  which  1  believe  to  be  right,  and 
refuse  it  to  our  successors,  or  put  into  my  pocket 
what  I  believe  unjust,  and  keep  it  there.  For 
the  purpose,  therefore,  of  removing  this  great 
and  prominent  difficulty  in  his  mind,  he  should 
move  to  fill  the  blank  with  '•  ten"  dollars— not 
that  he  should,  if  his  motion  succeeded,  vote  for 
this  bill,  because  in  the  abstract  he  preferred  a 
salary.  He  would  make  the  mileage  different 
however,  and  at  a  less  rate  than  that.  Mr.  G.  dis- 
claimed any  intention,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into 


ou-hl  to  take  un  thp  mat  Zr  JL      .k'      .   .     V     '    "     V  '»'«^°"on'  «'  t'"s  time,  to  enter  inti 

the   lasti  session    and  Tni   1.^      '       "^  '^'i  '  '^'  ^'"''''  ^"''*'"^"'  ^^^"^mg  himself  for  a  fu- 
idsn  session,   and    any   law    now  passed  -  ture  opportunity. 

Mr.  r.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  imimaied 
his  wish  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  that  the  law 
should  remain  as  it  is  until  the  4ih  of  March 
next,  and   that  it  should   then   be  divested  of  its 


l.,)uld  be  rjtroactive  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
a.  ;  passed  4t  the  last  session.  It  perhaps  might 
h   .remeralered    by    the    Chair,   or  perhaps  The 

t^  '"pm'^n"h ''"!?'  "'''  ^u""',  "'°"^'^'  "  ""^'"^  '^h'^e  I  ,ie*i,  anu    mai  u  snouiJ    th 

h  ^  r»  J    T    ^'  "'  '^r   '"-"'•'  '''''°"'  ^'  (^^'-  R-)  i  objectionable  salary  feature 

,*  iJtf  ^™°"°"'  ''°""°§:  'he   operation  of,      Mr.   Reynolds,  of  Tennessee    intimated    hi, 

V  law   0  ^  future  Congress;  and  that  that  mo-     wish,  if  the  gentleman  Lm  V  rglnrwas  serious 

tl'fi.  ,'  ^.K'r'"'°^V'^"^^"'^^°^^"'  ''«had     in  bis  refunding  system,  that  he  woulTL  "oorf 

3      eV^on"?'       [TaTh^Co  ^r'"'  "  ^"^''  '^  '  ^"""^'  '"  ^^'^ ''^  dav  of  refunding' some  ^n' 
i#,1  rea.on,  that  each   Consress  ou2ht   to   take  ,  venient  time  after  the  close  of  the  se«ion,  to  give 

gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  obtain  the  means  of 
complying  with  that  provision.  [This  sugges- 
tion produced  no  little  mirth  in  the  Huuse.J  Mr. 
R.  said  he  was  not  for  coming  down  at  once  to 
SIX  dollars  per  day,  but  was  for  fixing  on  that 
daily  sum,  which  would  amount  as  nearly  as 
might  be  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  whole 
t;me  of  sitting  during  a  year.  He  would  inform 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  said,  that  if  in 


U|on  Itself  Jhe  responsibility  of  assessing  its  own 
P^yJ;  that  tt  do  so  was  a  duty  devolving  on  it 
ir,  ill  whichjit  had  no  right  to  shrink.  l[  they 
b^^now  as^vessed  it  too  high  in  their  own  opin- 
lOii^  they  oijght  to  refund  the  surplus. 

|*iie  Chamlman  having  declared  that  Mr.  Ran- 
Dc|  f  H  H  m(.iion  did  not  supersede  that  of  Mr 
JoJlriaoN —  ; 

At.  Randolph  said,  he  was  not  in  the  situa- 


been 


so 


a  -  -• .  ••^•••■B,   lie  aaiu,   uiai,   II    in 

ong  reraem-  |  his  remarks  on  that  head,  he  had  alluded  to  the 


tiq  30f  the  rfian  who  had 

bt.«d  that   ,ewas  forgot;  but   he   had   been  so  !  commm;e~wh;  re^orle^VhirbT.^rrV" 'f 

scribed.  He  would  only  add,  that  he  believed 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself  had  now  an- 
nounced a  motion,  which  had  more  substantial 
popularity  m  it  than  all  tne  other  motions  on  the 
subject  put  together. 

Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  said,  there  were  four 


Mn  iwledge  c?  its  rules  and  orders  of  proceedin<r. 

11  I' rule  wi{h  which  he  had  been  acquainted  fJr 
Defcfourteew  years,  in  this  House,  was.  th;it  the 
m<^|on  to  strike  out  the  section  of  a  bill  super- 
se.*y  a  mo*ion  to  amend  it.  He  wished  to 
kDjuv,  if  notjnow  m  order,  when  it  would  be  in 
Or..-r  to  proi'^und  his  motion  to  the  House. 

.  Ihe  SpeaJcer  explained  the  change  of  prac- 

1  *r'r  l*'f  '^*'^  '"  '''*'  """'•^'  whereby  it  was 
es«r.lished,  Ujai  a  bill  should  be  open  for  any 
»njndmenis<  to  be  made  as  perfect  as  it  cculd 


I  ^' 


/ 


propositions  before  the  Committee  for  filling  the 
blank  in  the  bill— ten,  nine,  eight,  and  six  dollars. 
He  had  seconded  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with 
SIX  dollars,  and  he  should  vote  against  every  prop- 
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osiiion  till  it  came  down  to  six  dollars,  which  he 
should  support,  because  he  thought  we  ought  to 
retrace  our  steps,  and  place  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers on  its  former  footing,  at  six  dollars  per  day. 
A  gentleman    had    said    that   he   would   not  be 
moved  by  the  public  voice  on  this  occasion.    Mr. 
D.  said  he  thought  he  possessed  as  much  inde- 
pendence as  most  men,  but  he  confessed  that  he 
was   not   so  independent   as  to  disregard    public 
opinion.     Ours  is  a  Government  of  the  people  : 
the  people  are  virtually  the  governors,  and  we,  as 
their  agents,  are   bound    to  act  up  to  their  will, 
when  that  can  be  ascertained  ;  and  can  any  gen- 
tleman doubt  that  the  will  of  the  people  is  against 
the  compensation  law  ?     It  has  not  only  been  dis- 
approbated,  but  reprobated,  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other,  in  a  few  places  excepted, 
where  extravagance  is  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
among  a   few  individuals   in   other  places,  who 
consider   themselves   exclusively   entitled   to  all 
offices  of  prominence,  and  who  look  forward  with 
expectation  of  filling   the  situation,  when  a  fat 
salary  would  be  quite  welcome.     It  is  my  opin- 
ion, that  the  people  had  not  only  a  right  to  com- 
plain, but   had  ample  cause  of  complaint.     We 
had    but   recently  got  out  of  a  necessary,  but  an 
expensive  war.     I  won't  say  the  people  were  op- 
pressed,  hut   I   will   say   that  they   were    pretty 
heavily  burdened  with  taxes,  and  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation  in  saying    that    they   would    have    borne 
double,  yes,  treble,  as  much,  if  they  could  have 
been  convinced  that  it  was  necessary  in  defence 
of  their  rights;  but   when   they   discovered  (as 
they  believed)  that  the  adoption  of  the  compen- 
sation law  was  aggrandizing  ourselves,  and  lay- 
ing additional  burdens  on  them,  was  it  any  won- 
der they  complained  ?    Although  I  have  no  doubt 
but  what  the  agitation  in  the  public  mind,  was, 
in  some  instances,  carried  to  extremes,  yet  the 
opposition  to  what  they  conceived  an  encroach- 
ment, was  a  favorable  symptom  ;  for  while  ever 
this  feeling  in  the  public  mind  is  alive,  liberty  is 
safe.     The    people  will    correct   any  errors  that 
may  be  gone  into  by  their  agents. 

Mr.  D.  said,  this  was  an  unpleasant  subject  to 
touch  upon,  and  what  made  it  rather  embarrass- 
ing to  him,  was  the  knowledge  that  he  was  speak- 
ing against  the  feelings  and  inclinations  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  and,  at  the  same  time,  recol- 
lecting the  pointed  and  severe  sarcasms  and  ridi- 
cule attempted  to  be  attached  to  all  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  compensation  bill,  last  ses- 
sion, and  particularly  to  those  who  got  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  against  the  measure.  But 
where  duty  impelled,  he  trusted  he  should  never 
be  found  wanting;  that  he  should  not  interfere 
with  motives,  and  should  be  cautious  not  to 
make  use  of  expressions  calculated  to  wound  feel- 
ings, and  he  hoped  he  should  be  treated  with  a 
correspondent  liberality,  as  he  should  be  very 
careful  of  his  own  feelings.  Mr.  D.  said  he  re- 
joiced when  his  honorable  colleague  brought  for- 
ward the  resolution  on  which  this  bill  is  bot- 
tomed, because  he  thought  it  came  better  from 
him  than  it  could  have  come  from  any  other 
member,   as   he   brought   forward   the   measure 


which  this  bill  contemplates  modifying  or  repeal- 
ing; but  the  gentleman's  speech  accompanying 
the  resolution  was  of  a  character  well  calculated 
to  defeat  the  purport  of  the  resolution.     It  was 
calculated  to  rivet  on  the  minds  of  the  original 
advocates  of  the  measure,  that   the  law  giving 
the  salary  to  members  of  Congress  was  just  and 
correct,  and  ought  not  to  be  repealed.     The  gen- 
tleman told  you  that  what  influenced  him  in  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution,  was,  that  he  dis- 
covered  that  the  compensation  law  was  disap- 
proved of  by  the  people;  and  as  he  was  always 
willing  to  act  consistently  with  the  will  of  the 
people,  and  subscribed    to  the   principle  of  in- 
struction, he   therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  intro- 
duce the  resolution,  and  should  vote  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  compensation  law.     This,  to  be  sure 
could  not  be  collected  from  the  tenor  of  the  gen- 
tleman's speech,  but   the  gentleman   told   us  so, 
and    his   word    is   always   good.     To   harbor   a 
thought  that  any  other  motives  than  the  purest 
kind  actuate  my  colleague  in  his  public  conduct, 
would  be  doing  him  injustice;  and  he  certainly 
is   entitled  to  considerable  credit  for  willingly 
attending  to  the  wishes  of  the   people,  and  sub- 
scribing to  the  principle  of  instruction,  which  I 
view  as  the  very  essence  of  representative  gov- 
ernment.    To  deny  that  the  people  have  a  right 
to  instruct  their  agents,  is  striking  at  the  very 
nature  of  our  Government.     I  have   been  often 
gratified  with  the  open,  gentlemanly,  and  candid 
manner  my  colleague  treats  questions  in  debate; 
but  1  confess  that  on  that  occasion  I  should  have' 
been  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  bare  resolution, 
unaccompanied  by  the  speech,  as  I  viewed  the 
remarks  (although  they  were  delivered  with  con- 
siderable eloquence)  as  in  direct  hostility  to  the 
objeci  expressed  in  the  resolution. 

The  gentleman  contrasted  the  present  pay  of 
the  members  of  Congress,  with  the  pay  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  officers  of  Government,  commencing 
with    the    President  of  the   United    States,  and 
coming    down    to    the    Sergeant-at-Arms,   and 
Doorkeeper.     I  will  appeal  to  my  honorable  col- 
league's candor,  to  say  whether  this  kind  of  ar- 
guthent  was  altogether  so  fair,  or,  if  fair,  was  it 
applicable  on  the  present  occasion,  unless  money 
is  made  the  first  consideration,  as  in   the  com- 
bined report  of  the  committee  who  produced  this 
bill  ?— in  which  report,  notwithstanding  it  is  ably- 
drawn,  there  is  scarcely  a  patriotic  sentence  from 
the  commencement  to  the  end.     Money,  money, 
is   the    burden   of  the   song.     I  venture   to  say, 
when  the  people  of  this  country  generally  adopt 
such  principles,  by  making  money  the  first  con- 
sideration, to  the  exclusion  of  patriotic  feelings, 
that  your  liberty  will  be  on  the  decline,  and  will 
soon  be  gone.     But  to  return  to  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper.     These  men  are  not  only 
useful,  but  excellent  officers,  and  I  confers  I  wish 
to  see  them  in  their  present  places,  while  ever  I 
am  honored  with  a  seat  in  this  House.     But  caa 
any  gentleman    suppose  they  would  accept  the 
situations  they  now  fill  for  the  honor  attached  to 
them?     Certainly  not.     Emolument  must  be  the 
only  consideration  that  can  induce  them  to  wish 
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4?  places^and  ought  that  to  be  tbe  case  with  a  |  parade.  Mr.  D.  taid,  he  mTTT^^TTZ 
*tleman  who  represents  thirty-five  thousand  every  officer  of  Gove  Draent  oui.ir  ./T  '  *"' 
ie  people?    Mo5t  unouestionahlv  nor      i  „..„,  ■  o„,J.  ...ll.'  ~^.    /°™^°'  ought  to  have  an 


|e  people?     Most  unquestionably  not.     I  view 

^     siiuaitpn  of  a  man  who  is  honored  with  a 

j^|t  on  thtji  floor,  as  one  of  the  most  important,  if 

[rt  the  most  honorable,  situations  under  the 
Jovernmeiit.  It  is  true,  there  are  higher  siiua- 
Jpjws,  but  i^ey  are  not  immediately  in  the  gift  of 
K  rf  people4  they  are  placed  one  or  two  removes 
fosn  the  pvople.  but  we  are  the  immediate  repre- 
yrjtatives    of  thirty-five    thousand    free    people. 

^pat  can  be  more  honorable?    And  is  it  fair  to 

^Otrast  such  situations  with  places  that  have 
Jily  pecuniary  reward,  as  an  inducement  to  ac- 
(^iptance?     It  appears   lo   me   that  it  is  not.     I 

tthat   i|,e  honor  of  serving  freemen  on   this 
r,  oughj  to  be  the  first  consideration,  and  not 
uniary  reward. 
Ir.  D.  s4id,  whenever  the  salaries  of  legijJators 
M.je  raiseil  so  high  as  to  give  a  spring  to  extra- 
vjf|;ance,  by  making  money  the  first  consider*-  i 
l^fKJ,  you  give  at  once  a  vital  stab  to  patriotism. 
P|triotism,«ri]l  siok  under  sordid  avarice  the  pre- 
:  c^sor  of  tiie  downfall  of  Republics.     The   first 
ct;^sideratii<n  of  wise  Legislatures,  in  free  Gov- 
e^menis,^,,  ,f  they  wish  to  perpetuate  liberty, 
^H       v!r      ''P''  institutions,  to  frame  their  laws 
aj5  public  regulations  so  as  to  guard  particularly 
av^inst  exi.-avagance  and  luxury.    Was  not  extra- 
vSaance  aiy  luxury  the  groundwork  of  the  over-  ,  v„,  .uu  reiurmng  irom  this  nJare      ^»u  .h 

n...  happeii  again.     Then,  I  say,  it  is  prudent  to  \  pend   m  ^.ravell  ng    and   1  te     '   'Ln v'' -  i   fJ* 
gW/d  aga.flst   what   may  at  first  appear  trivial,    other  half  add  to  his  per  diem^anlwil'       '^     ^' 


ample  compensation  for  servwej..     He  ought  not 
to  be  compelled,  from  the  scantiness  of  his   pay 
to  live  parsimoniously;  but  still  he  ought  to  nav 
some   respect  to  economy.     My  opinion    is  that 
SIX  dollars  per  day  will  enable  a  member  to  live 
genteelly  and  lay  up  some  money ;  and  1  admit  he 
ought  to  lay  up  some  money,  but  not  so  much  as 
to  make  It  the  first  inducement  to  acceptance  of 
ofece.     Let  us  examine  this  subject  a  liiile.  and 
see  how  a  stands.     The  sessions  of  Congress  we 
may   fairly    conclude,    will    average   about  five 
I  months  m  every  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dava  • 
and  what  will  be  the  probable  expense  of  a  mem- 
ber living  here?    We  will  say  the  average  board- 
ing is  twelve  or  thirteen  dollars  per  week,  keeping 
his  horse,  four  and  a  half  or  five  dollars  per  week 
which   will    make  about  seventeen    dollars    per 
week  for  boarding  and  horse  keeping,  and  which 
wjll  amount,  m  an  ordinary  session  of  five  months 
to  about    three  hundred  and   seventy  or  eightv' 
dollars;   add    to    this,  two  hundred    dollars    for 
clothing,  drink,  and   contingent  expenses,  which 
will  amount  to  about  five  hundred  and  seventy 
or  eighty  dollars.     The  pay  of  a  member,  at  s.i 
dollars    per   day,  for  a  session  of  five   months 
would  be  nine  hundred  dollars.     A  member  gets 
six  do  lars  for  every  twenty  miles  in   travelliD£ 
to,  and  returning  from,  this  place.     Say  the  aver- 


jy  to  f.ee  Governments, 


extravagance 


and 


\ 


Jt.in  ^   ^^ 

'^^''k'^^  jyhenever  it  commences  at'Tlirfoun- 
^  bead,  th^  whole  stream  must  become  polluted; 
•?Q  It  cof^mences  with  your  heads  of  Govern- 

»-  uis,  withl  the  highest  legislators,  and   officers 
..lovernn^nt.  it  will  ramify,  and  spread  its  de- 
st^r^tive  veuom  throughout  all  orders  of  society, 
u«}l  the  prostration  of  our  free  institutions  will 
e  inevijable  consequence 


to  come  here  if  his  view  is  to  make  money ;  but 
If  a  man  calculates  on  being  remunerated  for 
privations  coiisequent  on  aLsence  from  family,  he 
will  be  mistaken.  Money  could  not  compensate 
him  for  such  privations-they  are  necessarily 
interwoven  in  the  nature  of  our  Government 
and  must  be  submitted  to,  or  a  fatal  stroke  J 
made  at  the  strength  of  our  Government,  which 
will  operate  as  a  damper  to  all  patriotism,  and 


■Uit  morejparliculariy  to  the  noint-is  fifteen  !  sovythr/il  *".  * '^^'"P"  1°  all  patriotism,  and 
;rJred  dui'ars  too  much  fo  a  member  of  Con  or  nro ^.  .!  ""f  "'*'""'  '^'  ^"'^^  "^  ^""'  ^^^^^V' 
'^  to  receive  for  his  service,  ™ km/  into^on:  ducS  of  ^J  r^'r ''^  ""^  ^""'"'^^  '^'  ">'^°- 
rration  tlie  expenses  he  mus    hp.p  "    .u  i.^°°      1  '    "VJ.  "'^''^'^  '^  destructive  to  those  Govern- 


rration  tl^e  expenses  he  must  necessarily  incur 
^^>!  but  this  question  will  depend  on  cir- 
,r6tances~.-it  will  depend  on  what  equipage  he 


ments  whose  base  or  strength  is  virtue  and  ecoa^ 

,^V;P-.5*''^'  ^^  *^?"^'^  ''o'e  for  filling  up  the 

he  was  op- 

when    It    was 

was  ID 

ng  the  pay  of  members  on   their 


M»«appt^nduges  to  legislation?  I  conceive  not  I  1  nJ^.  V  ^"^  '^^  pay  of  members  on  their 
collider  theSan  who  IS  always  atTsnorandiLL^^^^^  ff"'"!-^'  "'i'  "''*^  ^"^  '^'  repeahag  law 
aijative  to  l.is  duty,  of  more^conseTueCe  to  th:  ?nn^  '^T  ''T  '^'  commencement  of  tlm  ses- 
P^iic,  than  the  man  who  spor's  aTav  "s  ".me  on  of-lki  S^""^""*^"  P'«««^.  f^^ru  the  termina- 
a«i^  spends  bis  money  on  vain  show  and  emmv  1  Jr  \  ^^^^o^d  as  to  an  expression  made 
.V'  '  *'"  ^"""^  ^"'^  ^'"Pty    use  of  by  a  genileman,  which  was,  that  a  few 
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months  ago,  after  a  long  discus.«ion  and  mature 
deliberation,  we  passed  this  law. 

Mr.  Chairman,   what   is   the   fact  ?     The  bill 
was   introduced   on   the  6th  of  March,  read  the 
first  and  second  time  agreeably  to  rule,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and   made 
the  order  of  the  day   for   the   seventh.     On   the 
seventh,  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  in  the  after  part  of  the  day. 
The  bill  was  under  discussion  in  the  Committee 
about  three  or  four   hours,  when   the  Committee 
rose,  reported  the  bill,  and  ordered  it  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  on  the  eighth,  and  on 
the  eighth   the  bill   passed   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives; only  one  day  intervened  between  the 
day  of  Its  introduction,  and  the  day  it  passed  and 
left  the  House. 

In  the  few  remarks  I  have  submitted.  I  have 
cautiously  avoided  personalities,  or  any  expres- 
sions calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  gentle- 
men, and  trust  that  a  correspondent  liberality 
will  be  measured  out  to  me. 

Mr.  RoBBRTso.N,  of  Louisiana,  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  at  once, 
to  effect  Its  rejection— to  ascertain,  without  cir-' 
cumlocution,  whether  the  House  seriously  meant 
to  undo  at  this  session  what  they  had  done  at 
the  last. 

Being  informed  by  the  Chairman  that  such  a 
motion  was  not  now  in  order.  Mr.  R.  expressed 
his  regret  that  it  was  not,  as  he  was  desirous  to 
fhow,  that  he  at  least  would  adhere  to  opinions 
deliberately  formed.  He  agreed  to  the  position 
that  ihe  public  voice,  correctly  understood,  ou^ht 
to  be  obeyed.  What  public  voice,  then,  said  he 
am  I  to  obey  ?  Thai  of  my  own  constituents' 
The  only  remark,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  he  thou<Tht 
proper  to  make  on  this  question  at  the  last  s^es- 
sion,  was,  that  the  vote  which  he  should  give 
would  be  known  to  his  constituents  before  his 
election.  That  vote  had  been  before  them  and 
DO  objection  had  been  made  to  it.  The  voice  of 
his  consmuenis,  therefore,  .Mr.  R.  said,  did  not 
require  him  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  to 
which  they  had  no  objection. 

He  confessed,  he  said,  that  his  principal  object 
at  the  last  session,  was  to  place  the  members  in 
the  same  relative  situation,  ns  to  compensation 
as  oiher  officers  of  the  Government:  that  this 
House  should  not  be  considered  as  the  mere  ave- 
nue to  Executive  appointments— in  a  word,  that 
the  nation  should  be  represented  in  this  Hou«e 
by  the  talents  and  character  which  ought  to  be- 
long to  It.  This  branch  of  the  Government,  the 
Legislature,  was  placed  first  in  the  Constitution 
and  in  the  spirit  of  the  Government,  but  had  be- 
come last  in  the  administration  of  it.  First  prin- 
ciples, he  said,  ought  to  be  adhered  to,  and  that 
place  which  Congress  holds  under  the  Constitu- 
tion 11  ought  to  hold  in  the  administration  of  the 
Orovernment.  Looking  back  to  the  history  of 
the  Government,  how  few  of  those  who  had  the 


honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  distinguished  by 
talent,  had  remained  here?  Tney  had  either 
gone  home  to  support  their  families,  or  had  gone 
over  to  the  Executive.     Whatever  might  be  said 


here  in  contempt  of  money,  offices  are  mort 
sougiit  after,  and  if  not  more  honorable  are  more 
honored  as  they  are  more  or  less  lucrative. 
Uevoted  as  I  am  to  the  democratic  branch  of  the 
Government,  said  Mr.  R..  I  wish  to  place  it  io 
such  a  situation  as  to  hold  as  well  as  receive  its 
due  proportion  of  talent.  Hitherto  very  few 
perhaps  none,  had  considered  the  service  of  the 
people  m  this  House  as  one  to  which  they  could 
devote  themselves.  Mr.  R.  asked,  whether  it 
was  proper  that  in  this  Government  a  servant  of 
the  people  should  be  better  served  than  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  or  be  cherished  more  than  their 
immediate  Representatives,  more  than  the  branch 
more  essential  than  any  other  to  the  preservation 
ol  our  liberties. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  disposed  to  ?eave  the  act  of 
the  last  session  untouched.  He  did  not,  he  said 
wish  to  go  before  the  people  of  the  United  States 
higgling  and  disputing  between  six,  seven,  eight 
or  nine  dollars  a  day.  He  hoped  the  act  of  the 
last  session  would  receive  the  sanction  of  a  sec- 
ond vote  in  this  House. 

As  regards  the  instructions  of  the  people    Mr 
R.  said  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  io 
his  obedience  to  them.  If  he  were  fairly  instructed 
by  his  constituents  to  give  a  vote  on  any  question 
of  expediency,   he  would  give  the  vote  required 
or  retire  from  their  service.     With  regard  to  any 
question   involving   the   Constitution,  he  did  not 
acknowledge  his  obligation  to  obey  instructions 
but,  if  he  had  an  opportunity,  he  would  even  iii 
that  case  retire,  and  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
choose  one  who  would.     Was  this  public  opinion 
to  be   found  in    the  clamors  at   cross-roads  and 
popular  meetings  ?     There  was  a  mode,  he  said, 
in    which  public    opinion   could    be  expressed  to 
this  House,  and  the  people  knew  the  mode.     Mr 
R.  said  he  did  not  feel   himself  bound  to  regard 
as  public  opinion  the  statements  of  the  newspa- 
pers, nor  as  expressions  of  public  opinion  the  re- 
solutions  of    court-house    meetings.     What    he 
asked   was  the  duty  of  a  Representative  on  'this 
floor?     To    think-and    express   his    own   senti- 
ments, openly,  fairly,  and  explicitly.     If  a  man 
believes  his  opinions  correct,  he  ought  to  adhere 
to  them  ;  if  they  are  good,   they  are  valuable  to 
the  nation;  if  bad,  they  will  be  harmless;  for, 
being  known,  he  will  be  deprived  of  his  political 
existence.     Above  all,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  owe  it  to 
the  people,  we  owe  it   to  ourselves,  to  let  them 
know  what  we  are;  we  owe   it   to  them  not  to 


course,   to  catch  the  popular 


shift  or  vary   our 

opinion,  and  thus  to  serve  our  own  view's  at  the 
expense  of  our  conviction  of  what  is  true,  and 
what  the  public  interests  require. 

.Mr.  R.  said  he  would  not  enter  into  the  discus- 
sion about  the  competency  of  six,  seven,  eight, 
or  ten  dollars  to  the  maintenance  of  a  member. 
The  amount,  he  .said,  was  a  sort  of  bed  of  Pro- 
crustes, to  which  we  might  accommodate  our- 
selves without  pain,  by  curtailment  or  expansion, 
so  as  to  suit  its  dimensions.  We  might  live  on 
the  former  allowance — we  should  not  become 
rich  by  the  present.  This  was  a  point,  he  said, 
of  little  importance  to  him  in  a  pecuniary  point 
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^rt^ew,  and  -he  presumed  any  gentleruan  in  the 
iti^^*^  mighp  make  with  iruih  the  same  declara- 
(it%j  his  onfy  motive  for  voting  for  the  act  was 
io(f  Uce  the  luembers  of  this  House  on  something 
liA>  iin  equatity  with  other  departments  of  the 
^''^rnraent.':  He  should,  he  said,  vote  against 
proposed^  modification  of  the  law  of  the  last 
on,  goin^  to  reduce  the  amount  of  compen- 
p  ;  for  i(  was  in  vain  for  gentlemen  to  talk 
r  honor  %s  an  inducement  to  serve  here,  when 

inot  beAn   sufficient  to  induce  members  to 
n  in  this  Hou 
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k  were 


(Jeered 


se,  when  Executive  appoint- 
to  them.  If  the  act  were  re- 
pe;^-<j,  he  ^ared  not  what  modification  took 
pla»*^;  if  he^lhought  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  the 
r»»;4«J,  and  h*s  circumstances  would  permit  it,  he 
shtifd  certainly  feel  himself  bound  to  refund 
whjjft  he  had^received.  under  the  act,  beyond  the 
raiip  i^f  six  doMars  per  day  ;  but  voting  against  any 
ie^4|l  or  mi'dification  of  the  law.  he  should  not 
fe»l?Simself  Ijound  to  vote  for  that  proposition, 
j  fjt.  Clay  ^Speaker)  next  addressed  the  Chair. 
Ft  «ne.  he  (Tonfessed  he  had  been  greatly  grati- 
fieii"  ttt  the  --elf-respect  which  the  House  had 
i^    the  course    this   subject    had  re- 


,V, 


m<*ylested 
ce    " 
oil 


2^1.     He  Jid  think,  he  said,  that  at  the  com- 


liSFjement  (^  the  session,  he  would  not  say  an 
im^'jper  but  an  unnecessary  degree  of  zeal  had 
bev'*:;  displayed  in  taking  up  this  subject;  and  he 
liai^een  highly  gratified  in  finding  that  the 
Ileiy-V  had  determined  that  the  subject  should 
tjpi^  ^hal  dispassionate  course  which  belonged  to 


jjs  J^ijaracter 


jf.l  did 


ntv.i  agree,   he   said,  with  gentlemen, 


y  vjiiial  of  whom  had  expressed  an  opinion  on  this 
tjciv^on  and^n  a  former,  that  the  dissatisfaction 
<tx;:*^ssed  through  the  country  in  regard  to  this 
laK-'was  to  i>e  attributed  wholly  to  faction,  to 
JtJi^^jogues,  or  designing  men.  Some  of  it  per- 
^a,^  might ;  but  when  we  find,  in  all  parts  of  the 
co^,iry,  evei,  in  those  having  no  intercourse  with 
t*arjp  other,  a  general  dissatisfaction,  we  are  bound 
to  If  oceive  that  the  people  are  really  opposed  to 
tbi^neasure. 

W:.  C.  saij  he  agreed  perfectly  in  the  senti- 
mt^",  that  instructions  given  by  the  people  are 
obn^'ttory  on  the  Representatives.  This  was  a 
pri^iple  coittecrated  by  the  Revolution.Jnsepa- 
ralW'from     "   "■        ^ 


thnjjror 
praXi'"' 
?t3r 


^1  free  Government,  and  which  he 
)re  hoped  never  to  see  departed  from  in 
lice  under  ours.  It  was  indeed  like  all  other 
get^ml  principles,  regulated  by  certain  limita- 
tio^.  An  instruction  to  violate  the  Constitution, 
for^pstaoce.  is  not  binding.  Why?  Because 
theSipressiop  of  the  will  ol  the  people  in  the 
Co^litution  is  paramount  to  the  expression  of 
iheK  will  in.  the  form  of  instructions,  and  be- 
eai^.'  the  Representative  is  sworn  to  obey  that 
par«nount  \dill.  But  on  questions  of  expediency, 
thevill  uf  ll|e  people  ought  to  be  binding;  and 
if  iS-Te  was  j[»  question  more  than  any  other  in 
reg^^d  to  whirh  the  popular  will  should  be  obeyed, 
it  ivihai  in  v^liich  the  Representatives  are  called 
up(^5io  fix  fheir  own  compensation;  in  which 
i^e^  ire  a  paVty  on  one  side,  and  the  people  on 
IhtjiHher.    fcjvery  consideration  of  propriety  and 

-    f\ 

•2  5  » 


delicacy,  as  well  as  of"  principle,   required  that 
where  the  opinion  of  the  constituent  in  regard  to 
compensation  is  decidedly  expressed,  it  is  to  be 
received   as    conclusive   and  implicitly    obeyed. 
Whilst,  then,  he  had  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Mr.  C. 
said,  it  was  immaterial  how  he  arrived  at  the  will 
of  his  constituents,  or  what  were  the  evidences 
of  it,  it  was  sufficient  that  he  should  know  it ;  in 
all  cases  of  expediency  he   held   the  doctrine  of 
an  obligation  on  his   part  to  observe  the  instruc- 
tions, express   or    implied,    of    his   constituents. 
Cases  might  possibly  arise  in   which  he  should 
not  feel  himself  bound  by  instructions  to  deviate 
from  the   course  which   he  conceived  to  be  cor- 
rect—where,  for  example,   important  facts   ex- 
isted,  materially  varying  the  case,  of  which  his 
constituents  had  been  ignorant.     In  such  a  case 
he  might   throw  himself  on  the    liberality   and 
justice  of  the   people   to   determine,  under   the 
whole  circumstances,  whether  lie  had  acted  cor- 
rectly or  not.     What  is  the  will  of  the  people  of 
his  particular  district  of  his  constituents,  ought, 
on  this  subject,  to  be  the  question  for  every  mem- 
ber.    The  people,  Mr.  C.  said,  whom  he  bad  the 
honor  to  represent,  were— he  hoped  lie  should  not 
be  accused  of  arrogance  in  saying  so — a   peo- 
ple  high-minded,   independent,  jealous   of   their 
honor  and  their  liberty,  but  at  the  same  time  lib- 
eral and  just ;  and  so  also  he  doubted  not  were  all 
the  people  of  the  United   States.     Iq   regard   to 
that  district,   he   believed   that   the  people  would 
be  satisfied  with  any  liberal  compeusdiion  to  the 
members  of  Congress,  that  should  not  be  extrav- 
agant in  Its  amount.     He  believed  they  would  be 
satisfied,  if  the  compensation  should  be  fixed  at 
ten.  eleven,  or  twelve  dollars  per  day.     At  the 
last  session,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  stated  his  pref- 
erence for  a  daily  compensation  over  a  fixed  sal- 
ary or  gross  amount  per    session,  but   that  the 
reasons  urged  in  favor  of  the  latter  mode  were  so 
plausible,  if  not  convincing,  as  to  be  sufficient  to 
warrant   the   experiment   of  that  plan  which,  if 
found  unsatisfactory  or  inexpedient,  it  would  be 
always  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  repeal.     In 
advocating  the  return  from   a  salary  to  a  daily, 
but  increased   compensation,  at  the  same   time 
that  he  conformed  to  the  will  of  his  constitu- 
ents, he  did  not  vary  the  grounds  on  which  he 
had  acted  at  the  last  session. 

The  idea  of  the  salary  mode  of  compensation 
being  so  alarming  in  its  consequences  as  had  been 
described,  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  a  very  novel  one.  All 
who  recollected  the  debates  in  the  conventions 
on  the  Constitution— in  that  of  Virginia,  for  in- 
stance—would remember  that  all  parlies  had 
treated  the  clause  respecting  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congres.-,  as  contemplating  a  salary, 
using  that  identical  phrase.  Patrick  Henry, 
speaking  of  a  salary,  hoped  that  the  members 
would  not  fix  their  salary  at  an  unreasonable  rate. 
Mr.  Grayson  and  the  late  Governor  Tyler  took 
the  other  side,  and  said  their  fears  were  that 
Congress  would  fix  it  at  so  low  a  rate  that  only 
tiie  wealthy  would  be  able  to  defray  the  expense 
of  attending  Congress,  the  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  lead  this  Government  to  a  species  of  oligar- 
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chy.  Notwithstanding,  however,  that  the  idea 
of  the  power  of  Congress,  as  they  deemed  expe- 
dient, to  fix  their  compensation  in  one  or  the 
other  form  having  been  coeval  with  the  instru- 
ment under  which  they  act.  Mr.  C.  said  he  pre- 
ferred a  daily  compensation,  because  it  was  more 
simple,  more  conformable  to  the  usages  of  the 
States,  besides  being  more  equal  and  more  just 
in  its  operation  in  regard  to  the  members  at  dif- 
ferent times.  For  although,  if  we  take  a  series 
of  years,  the  result,  as  it  respects  the  public,  will 
be  the  same  under  the  one  mode  and  under  the 
other,  as  it  regards  the  members  serving  in  that 
series,  the  result  will  be  unequal,  the  member 
serving  in  a  Congress  whose  sessions  are  of  long 
duration,  receiving  no  more  than  him  who  serves 
in  a  Congress  whose  sessions  are  of  short  dura- 
tion. Tliere  was  in  fact  no  way  to  make  the 
compensation  perfectly  equal,  but  to  make  it 
daily. 

It  became  this  House,  on  the  present  occasion. 
Mr.  C.  said,  to  deliberate,  to  act  calmly  and  con- 
siderately.    He  would  not.  he  said,  examine  the 
causes  of  dissatisfaction  from  Maine  to  Georgia, 
from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  to   the  remotest 
west;  whether  It  had  arisen    from    iiiisconstruc- 
lion  of  the  act,  from  want  of  information  as  to 
the  considerations  which  made  it  expedient,  dtc. 
In    relation   to   his    own    district,    he  had    great 
pleasure  in  stating  what  had  been  the  fact.  When 
I  went   home,  said   he,  I  do  not  recollect  having 
met  with  one  solitary  individual  of  any  descrip- 
tion of  party  who    was   not   opposed   to  the  act, 
who  did  not  on   some  ground  or  other  think  it 
an   improper  and  unjust  law.     But  after  it  had 
been  discus.sed  and  examined  with  all  its  lights. 
I  did  not  find  (is  far  as  I  recollect)  a  solitary  in- 
dividual who  did   not  admit  that  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  compensation  of  the  members  was  a 
1'ust  and  proper  measure.     The  result  of  all  that 
heard  was  a  conviction  on  my  mind  that  the 
people    remain    dissatisfied    with    the    form,  but 
that  ninety-nine  out  of  an  hundred  are  satisfied 
that  there  ought  to   be  an  augmentation   of  the 
compensation  of  the  members,  proportionate  to 
the  depreciation  of  money,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  to  the  increase  in  the  price  of  commodi- 
ties since  17S9      For  his  part,  then,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  had  a   disposition  to  do  justice  to  the  mem- 
bers as  well  as  to  the  people.     If  the  compensa- 
tion were  reduced  so  low  as  that  none  but  opu 
lent  men  could  aspire  to  seats  in  this   House,  the 
evil  predicted  by  the  fathers  of  the  Constitution 
would  be  realized  ;  and  all  the  middling  cUss  of 
•ociety,  that  in  which  the  weight  of  talents  is   to 
be  found  in  this  country,  would  be  banished  from 
the  legislative  councils. 

Mr.  C.  smd.  that  under  such  impressions,  he 
should  vote  for  a  higher  compensation  than  six 
dollars  per  day.  He  felt  indifferent  whether  it 
should  be  now  fixed  at  eight,  nine,  or  ten  dollars ; 
confident  whichever  sum  should  be  agreed  to, 
that  not  only  the  people  of  the  district  which  he 
represented  would  approve,  but  that  the  whole 
American  people  would  sanction  the  measure  by 
their  approbation.     He  differed  from  an  honor- 


able gentleman  from  New  York  with  regard  to 
an  increase  of  the  mileage.  He  thought  that 
also  ought  to  be  increased,  for,  he  asked,  who 
makes  the  greatest  sacrifice  in  coming  here? 
The  members  from  the  greatest  distance  cer- 
tainly. If.  then,  the  mileage  be  increased  in  the 
same  ratio  with  the  daily  pay,  the  greatest  benefit 
will  be  bestowed  where  there  is  the  greatest 
burden. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  saying,  he  did  not  think 
this  a  very  important  question,  and  he  should  not 
therefore  longer  detain  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  had  thought  himself  bound  to  assign 
the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give,  and 
should  vote  with  cheerfulness  for  the  sum  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee,  or  for  a  higher. 

Mr.  Randolph,  understanding  the  whole  mer- 
its of  the  bill  to  be  before  the  House  on  th« 
present  question,  which  he  had  not  before  un- 
derstood to  be  the  case,  proceeded  to  deliver  his 
views  of  it. 

This  question,  he  said,  had  assumed   a  charac- 
ter, had  put  on  an  appearance  and  quality,  which 
did  not  belong  to  it.     As  such,  he  for  one  was 
willing  to  strip  it  of  its  borrowed  plumes.     That, 
if  a  sentiment  exist  in  the  public  mind,  it  is  im- 
material in  what  manner  manifested,  it  is  entitled 
to  weight,  he  agreed;    but  he  was  not   prepared 
either  to  affirm  or  deny  that  the  sentiment  which 
the  gentleman  had  said  pervaded  the  whole  con- 
tinent, was  the  ruling  sentiment.     In  what  man- 
ner had  it  been  excited?    The  honorable  member 
had  said  that  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  however 
disconnected  with  one  another,  there  existed  but 
one  opinion  in  relation  to  the  law.    Thiscountry, 
said  Mr,  R.,  is  or  was  but  lately  divided  into  two 
great  parties,  which  possessed  complete  and  effi- 
cient control  over  the  press.     No  sooner  did  the 
law  of  the   last  session   pass,  than    both    parties 
started  in  the  race  of  popularity  to  run  down  that 
law.     To  this  fact  must  be  attributed  the  general 
sentiment  of  indignr.tion  which  had  been  referred 
to.     He  held  in  his  hand,  he  said,  an  authority  on 
the  state  and  condition  of  England — and  here  we 
had  proceeded  pari  passu — that  by  means  of  the 
press  the  sentiment  which  exists  in   the  heart  of 
the  body  politic  is  propagated  and  diffused  to  its 
remotest  extremities.     In   this   way    the   present 
public  indignation,  if  it  did  exist,  had  been  ex- 
cited.    Gentlemen,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  spoken  of 
their  districts;   he  would  speak  of  his.     It   had 
been  for  some  time  past  a  sort  of  ward  in  chan- 
cery, and  every  constituted   authority,  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to   the   printer's 
devil,  had  had  it  in  his  especial  care;  and  yet.  be 
was  bold  to  say,  that  in  that  district  such  a  sen- 
timent   as    the    Speaker    represented    to    prevail 
throughout  the  United  States,  did  not  exist.     To 
the  cause  he  had  mentioned,  was  to  be  attrjbuted 
(disgraceful  fact!)  the  public   excitement  which 
was  represented  to  exist.    The  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Mr.  R.  said,  were,  as  they  had   been 
represented  to  be.  a  virtuous,  high-minded  people. 
They  had  borne,  and  would  ever  continue  to  bear, 
burdens  and  privations  of  the  most  enormous  and 
distressing  kind,  so  as  they  were  convinced,  rightly 
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ora^ot,  thai  ihe  public  wetl  required  ihein.    They 

hij  borne  tjie  embargo;  they  had  borue  the  rais- 
ehVl'le  noQ-t^oiportation  system;  they  had  borne  a 
lol.jf,  bloody,  destructive,  and   in  some   respects 
dij^trous  (var;  they  had  born<;  with  misnianage- 
m^t  in  the  camp  and   in  the  Senate,  and  they 
wtrjld  ever  l>ear  with  ii.  so  long  as   they  believe 
that  the  iotb'niions  of  those  clothed  with   power 
haj\«'  been  h;)nest  and  good. 
j     ij^ut  we  are  told,  said   Mr.  R.,  that  this  is  a 
;  iD5(|^ler  of  Oioney ;  that   the  whole  report  of  the 
*  se)t>'t  committee  on  the  subject,  is  about  money. 
'■  A^J  about  what  did  the  committee  report?    The 
I  suj^jeci-matjer  of  their  report   was  money,  and 
»  wljdt  other  t.ubject  should  they  have  spoken  of? 
i  VV^uld  the  gentleman  have  haJ  ihem  talk  of  for- 
I  tif^gtions,  w  military  aad  naval  defence,  of  roads 
•.  anjf^  canals.*  or  of  the   National  University?     I 
>  ha^f,  said  i^r.  R.,  a  much  more  serious  fault  than 
th^  to  find  ,ivith  this  report — that  the  last  member 
ofiibe  syllo^Msra  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
in|kjor  and  ^iinor.     It  is  true,  Mr.  R.  said,  (refer- 
ring probabfy  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Webster,  the 
rtputed  author  of  that  report.)  that  those  men 
w^*i  come  fj-om  the  greatest  distance  to  Congress 
5U^r  most..    What,  he  asked,  was  the  situation 
uflirt^e  men  whom  we  follow  to  their  long  and 
-dr%(fy  abodj',  in   this  place,  because  intelligence 
rca^ijot  reach  their  abodes  in  time  to  draw  their 
fri<^*^Js  arouvjd  them  before  their  death?     That 
wti_iire  boutrd  to  hold  the  opinions  of  the  people 
inaugh  resJwct,  said  Mr.  R,,  1  agree;  but  there 
ar^^yome  suljects  on  which  we  are  better  quali- 
fied »o  give  jtian  to  receive  instruction.    Any  man, 
wl|i  has  hatj  experience  of  public  life  in  this  place, 
js  fcuerablf  to  say  what  is  a  reasonable  compen- 
^sa^jn  than  iny  man  who  has  not  been  here  ;  and, 
jwl^a  I  talkf  of  reasonable   compensation,   do   I 
jmtj^H  to  say-^there  is  any  assignable  relation  be- 
,tW|^  serviei^s  on  this  floor  and  money?     None, 
tlhfft;^  is  nonii.     No  sum  of  mere  money,  taking  it 
jfot^anted  the  party  is  separated  from  his  wife  or 
jchr.uren — i^iaorant  of  eacii  other's  situation,  when 
jof^ij.^o'"  boih.'-or  all,  may  be  struggling  in  the  ago- 
^ni-^j'of  death — no  compensation  can  remunerate 
>a  rtWQ  for  hi*  suflering  lu  that  circumstance. 
I     it^thal  paoi  of  the  country,  where  it  was  noto- 
.rioo^  that   ^Valth    was   not    accumulated   as    in 
joibtfs,  how>ould  they,  Mr.  R.  a>ked,  be  able  to 
>s<^4  men  heje  fit  to  struggle  with  the  wealth  of 
'tKe^$outh  aijd  West  ?     For,  he  said,  he  had    no 
<hi-s)tation  iii'  saying  that  the  wealth,  as  well  as 
the  power  aud  talent  of  the  country,  was  iravel- 
|l\p4  »n  a  sQuthwestern  direction.     Wealth,  and 
i\^■v5llh  only,  would  become  a  passport  to  a  seal 
:her5'.     He  a^ked,  what  must  nol  be  the  avarice  of  j 
.thai  wretch  '.vho,  for  Sl.^0,  would  sell  his  coun-  i 
.tryXLnd  himielf  I     Look,  be  said,  at  the  compen- 1 
^at£>Q  we  gue  to  the  common  sailor;  look  at  the  ' 
;ooi<^>ensaticji  to  the  captains  of  our  Navy,  aud  ' 
•lo^e  field  uud  general  officers  of  the  Army,  and 
:C0[fcare  it  \Mth  the  compensation  the  law  of  the 
•lasJsession  went  to  give  members  of  Congress. 
-.If  Sj  thought  the  public  now  required  it,  Mr.  R. 
isaij^he  woiRj  vole  to  repeal  thelaw  ;  butnothing 
I  shut  of  ihe>  proposition  he  had   made  would  an.  | 
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swer  the  public  sentiment.  It  would  be  only  to 
forbear  the  pay  of  the  present  session,  said  he, 
which  I  would  disdain  to  receive  under  this  bill. 
I  said,  at  ihe  last  session,  I  would  as  soon  be 
caught  with  my  hand  in  my  neighbor's  pocket,  as 
vote  against  the  bill  then  before  us.  and  receive 
the  money,  and  I  say  so  still.  After  dwelling  on 
the  advantages  of  his  amendment,  iMr.  R.  return- 
ed to  the  subject  of  the  bill.  Is  there  a  country 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  he  asked,  where  the  offi- 
cers are  as  well  paid  as  ouis?  He  spoke  of  the 
subordinate  officers,  the  military  and  naval  offi- 
cers particularly.  Had  any  appeal  been  mad«, 
not  to  »ay  to  the  generosity,  but  to  the  prodigality 
of  this  House,  in  their  favor,  without  being  favor- 
ably answered?  How  many  bills  had  passed  to 
make  good  to  the  captors  of  ships-of-war  ihe 
amount,  and  the  enormous  amount,  too,  of  vessels 
destroyed?  How  many  men  in  the  naval  and 
military  service  had  been  elevated  from  poverty 
to  affluence  and  splendor?  Are  we  about  to  af- 
firm, said  he,  that  Representatives  on  this  tioor  are 
the  only  degraded  caste  in  this  society,  when  the 
emoluments  of  military,  naval,  and  executive  offi- 
cers are  raised  to  the  highest  pitch?  Shall  it  be 
declared  by  ourselves  that  this  House,  as  has  been 
well  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
shall  be  the  mere  initiative  school  for  Executive 
appointments  ?  God  forbid,  said  he,  that  the  time 
should  ever  come  that  this  House  should  be  re- 
garded as  the  mere  stepping-stone  to  other  offices — 
as  the  ladder  to  be  kicked  from  under  the  aspirant 
when  he  has  attained  his  object.  I  have  always 
regarded  a  seat  in  this  House — and  from  that  con- 
sideration have  rejected  overtures  for  a  diflereDt 
situation — as  worth  the  acceptance  of  any  man  of 
a  liberal  and  honorable  ambition.  The  qualifica- 
tions to  fit  a  member  for  this  House  are  such  as 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  year  will  not  purchase. 
There  was,  Mr.  R.  said,  a  valuable  descripiion  of 
men  of  excellent  talents — of  planters  and  farmers 
of  a  certain  mediocrity  of  situation,  who  could 
not  come,  under  the  old  compensaiion — which  be 
begged  the  House  not  to  restore  to  the  statute 
book,  unless  they  meant  to  make  the  station  of  a 
Representative  such  a  one  that  none  but  two  de- 
scriptions of  men  could  afford  to  seek  it — the  opu- 
lent nabob  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  miserable 
political  muck-worm  on  the  other. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  another  objection  to  this 
bill — that  it  contained  no  provision  for  additional 
compensation  to  the  Speaker  of  this  House.  [Mr. 
R.  having  been  corrected  in  this  impression,  con- 
tinued thus.]  He  had  been  told  he  had  misap- 
prehended ttie  bill,  and  that  a  provision  to  allow 
him  twice  the  amount  allowed  to  other  members 
was  contained  in  the  bill.  That  compensation, 
he  said,  was  not  adequate  to  ihe  character  and 
condition  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this  House. 
When  I  think,  said  he,  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  my  mind  naturally  re- 
verts to  the  Onslows  of  England,  and  the  Peyton 
Randolphs  of  America.  1  look  to  a  man  who 
ought  to  possess  talents  of  no  despicable  sort ;  who 
ought  to  have  Parliamentary  law  at  least  at  his 
fingers'  ends ;  who  ought  to  be  the  grave  and  dig- 
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nified  moderator  of  an  assembly  of  a  great  and 
august  character ;  for  such  it  is,  and  lillTe  ihey  do 
know  of  it  who  deem  of  u  less  reverently.  Never 
let  me  see  a  man  in  that  chair,  who  is  a  partisan 
on  the  floor  and  an  umpire  there.  The  Speaker 
of  this  House  and  the  President  of  the  Senate 
ought  to  have  a  compensation  commensurate  with 
the  dignity  of  their  stations.  Why  have  we  given 
to  Hull,  Uecatur.  Jones,  to  Scott.  Brown,  and 
other  worthies  in  the  public  employ,  ample  com- 
pensations? Because  we  expect  them  to  live  like 
f;eotlemen  ;  and  the  members  of  this  House  are  Jo 
ive — like  blackguards.  If  he  was  not  mistaken, 
the  amount  of  annual  compensaiion  granted  to  a 
brigadier  was  double  that  which  is  allowed  to  a 
member  of  this  House.  If  he  was  wrong  in  this, 
let  it  be  stated. 

With  respect  lo  public  sentiment,  said  Mr.  R., 
permit  me  to  say  that,  in  that  ancient  and  respect- 
able State  of  which  I  am  an   unworthy  member, 
an  indication  has  been  given  of  the  public  senti- 
ment  which  I  hail   as  auspicious    to   ihe   course 
which  I  trust  will  finally  be  taken  here.     A  reso- 
lution, soon   after   the  meeting  of  the   House  of 
Burgesses  of  Virginia,  had  been  popped  on  the 
table,  by  some  eager  bidder  at  the  auction  ol'  popu- 
larity— whom,  he  knew  not,  and  cared  not — ex- 
pressing strong  disapprobation  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress now  proposed  to  be  ref>ealed.     That  honor- 
able body  had  acted  with  a  dignity  which  became 
them,  as  they  always  have  acted,  and  he  trusted 
always  would;  they   laid  the  resolution  on    the 
table,  and  have  ever  since  refused  to  lake  it  up; 
and  there   it  lies   nailed  like  bad  money  on    the 
counter ;  and  with  bis  consent  and  good  will,  so 
should   lie   this   bill.     And  why  1     He   perfectly 
appreciated   the  motives  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  who  had  brought   in  this  bill;  but  it 
was  not  practicable  to  act  in  obedience  to  that 
public   sentiment,  on   which  the   gentleman  sus- 
tained his  views  of  the  subject,  and   fall  short  of 
the  proposition  to  refund  the  excess  already  re- 
ceived.    Mr.  R.  said  he  would  not  meet  his  con- 
stituents, passing  the  bill  and  receiving  the  com- 
pensation.    I  will  not,  said  he,  touch  one  cent  of 
your  money.     Since  I  had  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I 
have  always  received  what  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
has  given  me ;  and,  if  it  were  necessary  to  appeal 
toatiy  man  in  support  of  my  declarations,  I  would 
bring  him  into  court  to  say.  whether  I  have  not 
said  to  him,  see  what  you  give  me,  make  it  right — 
but  I  never  did  (nor  will  I  ever)  count  one  cent 
I  got  from  the  officer  of  this  House.     It  was  not, 
Mr.  R.  said,  for  six  or  ten  dollars  a  day,  or  for 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year,  thai  any  man  who 
had  a  panicle  of  self-respect,  would  sacrifice  what 
he  must,  to  come  here.     Gentlemen  come   here 
for  honor — he  did  not  suppose,  he  said,  that  any 
man  comes  here   to  lake  a  point  of  ubservaiion 
from   which    he  can   carry  on    more  securely  a 
system  of  political  intrigue. 

Who  would  have  believed — who  would  have 
believed,  he  asked,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  would  have  borne  all  the  privations  and 
losses  of  the  late  war,  aud  of  the  measures  that 
led  to  it;  that  they  would  have  quietly  regarded 


a  national  debt,  swelled  to  an  amount  unknown, 
to  an  amount  greater  than  the  whole  expense 
of  our  seven  years'  war;  that  they  would  have 
seen  the  election  of  President  taken  out  of  their 
hands;  that  they  would  have  borne  with  abuse 
and  peculation  through  every  Department  of  the 
Government  and  in  the  commissariat,  ice. — and 
that  the  great  Leviathan,  which  slept  under  all 
ihese  grievances,  should  be  roused  into  action  by 
the  Fifteen  Hundred  Dollar  Law,  as  a  petitioa 
laid  on  the  table  this  mornin"  so  handsomely 
called  It?  As  to  that  petition,  he  would  say 
nothing  of  it,  but  that  the  agents  who  manufac- 
tured and  sent  it  here  seemed  lo  have  done  every- 
thing but  read  the  law  in  question  ;  for  the  prin- 
ciples staled  in  that  petition,  as  belonging  to  it, 
were  diametrically  opposite  to  the  provisions  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  R.   said    he    trusted,  with   the   honorable 
Speaker,  ihat  they  should  deliberate  on  this  ques- 
tion with  sobriety,  impartiality. and  dignity;  not 
so  much  as  to  the  question  before  the  House,  as 
on  every  occasion  which  comes  before  this  body, 
because  such  a  conduct  was  due  to  the  body  itself. 
He  trusted  that  this  House  would  pursue  one  or 
the  other  of  two  courses;  that  it  would  permit 
the  matter  to  sleep,  and  leave  it  to  be  settled  by 
those  who  rode  into  Congress  on  the  unpopularity 
of  the  law.     For  he  should  blush,  he   said,  that 
this  House,  actuated  by  public  sentiment,  should 
act  at  all  on  the  subject,  and  fall  short  of  making 
most  ample  aud  complete  restitution.     For  the 
sakeof  the  character  of  this  House  for  consistency, 
the  bill  ought  not  to  pass  in   its   present  shape. 
What  will   the  public  say?     These   very  dema- 
gogues and   infuriated  partisans,  what  will  they 
say?     That   you   have  made  a  most  ungracious 
lame  amende  to  the  public.     We  can  do  nothing 
properly,  said  Mr.  R.,  but  leave  the  subject  where 
It  is,  and   let   our  successors,  howsoever  and  for 
whatsoever   elected,  act   under   the   impulse   by 
which  they  were  chosen.     The  fact   was,  upon 
this  occasion,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  those   who  had 
labored  lo  excite  the  public  mind,  had  not  labored 
in   vain.     The  mischief  he   said,  was  done.     It 
was   thought  a  fine   theme  of  declamation,  and 
taken  up  accordingly  by  the  prostituted   presses 
of  both  factions  of  the  country  ;  but  that  excite- 
ment  had   in  a   great   degree  sub>ided.     Mr.  R. 
spoke  of  the  importance  of  preserving  ihe  char- 
acter of  this  House.     We.  said  he,  have  nothing 
to  give — we  hold  no  levees,  we  have  no  retainers, 
no  clients;  the  Representatives  are  accountable 
biennially  to  their  constituents,  from  which  ordeal 
I  feel  no  disposition  to  shrink,  but  which  detracts 
something  from  the  value  of  a  seat  in  this  House, 
or  we  should   not  so  often  see  members  vacating 
their  seats  here  and    taking  seals  in  the  other 
House  ;  and,  if  members  of  this  House,  who  have 
served  their  country  with  fidelity,  are  lobe  hunted 
down  in  their  districts  witli  every  little  matter, 
periaining  rather  tothe  ministerial  administratioa 
of  this  House   than   to  aflairs  o(  great   national 
concernment,    what   will    be   the   consequence? 
Who  will  accept  a  seat  on  this  floor  on  those  con- 
ditions ?     What  man,  he  asked,  would  come,  sep- 
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'ting  hin!-?elffrom  his  family,  to  live  in  narrow 

•  uatforafortajjle  lodgings  in   this  most  uncomfort- 

•  a^c  and  e.Xj)eDsire  place  in  the  whole  world  ;  if 
\  1^ 'is  to  be 'called  to  severe  account,  for  a  vote, 
i  .^t  open  qitestions  of  war,  embargo,  taxes,  public 

•  (^t,  (tc,  Lyt  for  giving  the  Doorkeeper  a  hun- 

•  (/J-J  dollar'  extra  at  the  end  of  a  session,  or  be- 

•  cCiise  he  hap  received  himself  a  pitiful  compensa- 
j   t^ii,  bcnealh  what  any  man  would  earn  at  any 

•  p^'fession  vho  is  worthy  of  a  seat  here. 
'-     '4}Qe  obj«tctioa   had   been   made  to  his  motion, 

•  tl;^i;  it  migttt  not  perhaps  be  in  the  power  of  every 

•  Hiljtiiber  to  ^?iake  restitution.  He  should  be  sorry. 
:'  h^  iaid.  toihink  such  was  the  situation  of  any 
:  h'l^prable  member  on  this  floor — he  believed  it 
I  v^vnot.  I;  not  in  his  power  at  present,  it  would 
'•  bii]X>  every  man  hereafter;  and  he  would  hold  it 
*.  a.'Jjdebt  of  the  highest  dignity,  asa  debt  of  honor, 
I  t(5oe  first  paid.  If  there  should  be  any  one  of 
:  tlTi^ House  fa  that  predicament,  in  what  respect 
^  w/i^ld  he  d^erfrora  the  hundreds  and  thousands 
;  oljj.'btors  oji  the  public  books?  In  this:  that  he 
.  wtifld  haviC  obtained  the  money  he  would  owe 
5  agr.reablytoClaw.  honestly,  openly,  fairly.  If  such 
i  WH.if  his  ow'a  case,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  hesita- 
i-tioj^in  sayij^.  that  if  it  went  to  the  last  particle 
■of  Jj|-operty  ^le  had  in  the  world,  not  excepting, 
;tui^er  thati  absolutely  necessary,  his  wearing 
|afp.»rel,  he  ^yould  refund  to  the  last  farthing  the 
i.exr;f,3s  he  hfad  received  beyond  the  amount  he 
i  woyd  have  received,  had  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 

•  si(ii  not  pas»ed. 

;  rur.  Kino.' of  Massachusetts,  rose  immediately 
:  af^^r  Mr.  Ra:>(dolph.  and  observed,  that  he  felt  un- 
id^'^f  what  di.>tidvantagesany  gentleman  rose  after 
Mlrj^^onorabfe  gentleman  from  Virginia;  but  that 
■  ht^iad  the  sjitisfaciion  of  agreeing  with  him,  as 
:to  -le  course' which  the  House  ought  to  pursue 
Ton  tills  occa;«!on,  to  wit,  an  immediate  and  abso- 

•  '"i^/^P^a'  fK"  the  compensation  law  of  the  last 
If^f"  '  *"^*>'^  agreeable  to  the  honorable  gen- 
ftlt^Tjin,  his  ^ipinion  was,  that  the  repeal  should 
Jrel.iic  back  t*-  the  beginning  of  this  session,  on  the 
'gi"<^iid  that  jhe  law  of  the  last  session  had  a  sim- 
iilaijj^etrospeytive  operation.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
^wa^in  favoj  of  the  law  of  the  last  session;  I 
>oiji,|  for  it;^nd  took  occasion  then  to  remark 
ih^^.I  was  .ioi  solicitous  as  to  the  impression 
Jwbrjh  that  l;Jw  might  make  on  the  public.  Nor. 
)jirj^iall  I  ev»er  be  solicitous  as  to  the  reception 
jjf  'flaw,  prcrrided,  at  its  passage.  I  deem  it  cor- 
jrcoCind  expedient.  I  never  shall  attempt  to  feel 
sniyvay  ihrcxigh  this  or  any  other  House  of  legis- 
Jat^ii,  by  be^)rehand  feeling  the  public  pulse.  At 
^h(f  j^^ine  timi'  I  acknowledge  that  such  is  the  na- 
iur^-of  the  (Jlovernment,  if,  after  the  passage  of 

ns^jieasure;  it  becomes  generally  unpopula°r;  if 
y  »^ty  mean*  it  be  rendered  odioui  to  the  great 
!,o<»jof  the  people,  that  is  a  suflicient  ground  of 
te[.^j^  The"  inquiry  then  is,  is  the  compensation 
|a\w,!f  the  la-t  session  unpopular;  is  it  odious  to 
ihejfceat  body  of  the  American  people?  I  think 
|t  XS  beconje  so.  To  decide  this  point,  I  shall 
jiot^^ly  upod  the  intemperate  resolves  of  self- 
:-Te#>d  clubsior  assemblies.  I  shall  not  trouble 
yci^,;-iih  the  Impotent  presentments  of  grand  ju- 
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ries,  however  in  other  respects  honorable  ;  they 
had  belter  confine  their  acts  to  the  correction  of 
crimes  in  their  vicinity,  than  to  extend  their  gra- 
tuitous  labors   to  supposed   national   grievances 
which  they  cannot  correct;  nor  shall  I  dwell  upon 
the  ebullitions  of  factious  prints,  or  factious  dem- 
agogues,  belonging   to  either  party;   but  I  shall 
rely  on  solemn  legislative  resolves,  and  the  deci- 
sion of  the  people  themselves  in  the  election  of 
members  to  this  House.     Respecting  these  legis- 
lative resolves  I  cannot,   with  some  genilera'en 
think  them  binding  on  the  Representative  in  all 
cases  whatever,  nor  with  others  esteem  them  of 
trifling  importance.     I  shall  always  receive  them 
with  deference,  as  valuable  and  authentic  sources 
of  information,  and,  when  not  against  the  com- 
mon dictates  of  my  own  mind,  follow  them.    And 
I  am  happy  that  those  which  I  have  received  from 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  point  to  a  course 
in    this   business   which    I   with    pleasure  adopt. 
Many  other   Slates    have   also    instructed    their 
Senators  and  requested  their  Representatives  to 
aid  in  the  repeal  of  this  law.    But,  sir,  the  people 
have  decided  this  point;  one-half  of  the  members 
of  this  House  felt  the  effects  of  that  decision— my- 
self among  the  rest.     Not  that  they  have  taken 
from  me  anything  which  I  sought  after;  not  that 
they  have  taken  from  me  either  property  or  hap- 
piness, by  depriving  me  of  a  seat  here.     No,  sir, 
they  have  by  that  act  restored  me  to  both— to  my 
profession,  and  to  the  invaluable  blessing  of  a  be- 
loved  family.     Sir.  is  there  anything  in  a  seat 
here,  save  the  opportunity  it  affords  of  aiding  to 
advance   the  interest   of  our  country?     Is  there 
any  other  consideration?    Is  there  any  sum  which 
could  induce  a  man  to  submit  to  the  privations 
which  members  on  this  floor  submit  to — priva- 
tions so  eloquently  described   by   the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  from 
the  loss  of  the  society  of  family  and  friends,  to 
that  of  life  itself?    Sir,  I  have  personally  endured 
all  but  the  closingscene  here  ;  nothing  but  the  re- 
quest ol  friends,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  lend  my 
leeble  aid  to  measures  for  the  good  of  our  coun- 
try, would  induce  me  to  remain  another  hour  in 
this  place.     But  it  is  said  that  the  public  .senti- 
ment IS  against  the  mode,  not  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation.    Do  you  suppose  that  the  people  can- 
not distinguish  between  form  and  substance  ?    Do 
you  suppose  that  all  this  discontent  would  have 
been  manifested,  if  the  amount  had  not  been  aug- 
mented?    Believe  me,  sir,  you  would  have  the 
same  objections,  if  you   had  added  two  or  four 
dollars  per  diem  to  the  former  allowance.     But 
sir.  It  IS  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents,  about  which 
self  respect  might  forever  forbid  us  to  dispute.     I 
consider  the  law  of  the  last  session  as  an  appeal 
to  the  American  people;  it  was  even  presumed 
that  they  would  applaud  a  provision,  the  tendency 
of  which  uas  to  place  their  immediate  Represent- 
atives on  an  equality,  as  to  compensation,  with 
some  of  the  oflScers  of  Government;  but  t.hey  de- 
cided this  appeal  against  us;  it  is  appeal  in  the 
last  resort,  and  I  most  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the 
decision.     I  have  nothing  to  ask.  nothing  to  ex- 
pect from  Government  or  people,  except  from 
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Government  that  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and 
property,  which,  as  an  American  citizen,  I  have 
a  neht  to  demand. 

But.  sir.  there  are  other  considerations  since  the 
pas.sage  of  this  law,  which  show  the  inexpediency 
of  its  longer  continuance.  Honorable  gentlemen 
remember,  that,  as  soon  as  the  law  passed,  nay,  I 
believe,  before  it  received  the  signature  of  the 
President,  your  table  was  crowded  with  petitions 
for  increase  of  pay  and  salaries,  on  the  ground 
that  members,  having  increased  their  own  pay, 
could  not  refuse  to  do  the  same  for  others,  even 
where  there  was  not  the  same  equity,  as  in  ihe 
case  of  members.  How  difficult  was  it  to  say 
nay  to  these  applications  !  1  must  confess  to  you, 
for  one,  I  could  not.  Restore  to  us,  then,  that 
independence  of  deciding  on  all  cases  which  we 
had  oefore  the  passage  of  this  law.  That  high, 
independent,  honorable  ground,  on  which  Con- 
gress ought  always  lo  stand. 

Another  consideration  :  one  reason  for  passing 
the  law  was,  thai  our  compensation  had  been  for 
some  time,  and  was  then,  paid  in  a  depreciated 
currency.  Now,  happily  for  the  nation,  the  credit 
of  the  Government  is  restored,  and  the  currency 
of  the  country  in  a  rapid  course  of  improvement ; 
members  will  no  longer  be  defrauded  by  being 
paid  in  a  depreciated  medium. 

There  is  another  con>ideraiion,  which  my  mind 
almost  revolts  from  stating.  Sir,  I  cannot  re- 
ceive from  any  man  or  body  of  men.  anything  by 
way  of  compensation,  winch  those  who  pay  or 
bear  the  burden,  think  unreasonable.  Dig,  thank 
God,  we  can,  but  to  beg,  except  from  ihee,  great 
Author  of  every  good,  and  every  perfect  gilt !  we 
ought  to  be  ashamed. 

It  has  lately  been  remarked  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Calhoun.) 
to  whom  1  always  attend  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, that  this  House  is  not  the  favorite  wiili  the 
American  people.  I  do  not  know  that  it  ought 
to  be,  nor  the  other  branch  either,  except  .so  far 
as  they  may  aid  the  Executive  in  dislribuiing  the 
good  ihings  of  ihe  Government,  as  .some  connder 
them.  Look  at  your  powers  under  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  see  bow  many  more  opportunities  you  have 
lo  oppress  than  to  relieve  the  people,  and  1  fear 
the  fact  but  too  well  answers  the  theory  of  liie 
Government.  Your  very  first  power  is,  "to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  dunes,  imposts,  and  excises," 
which  you  do  with  unsparing  hand  ;  "lo  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,"  which 
power  you  at  times  have  exhausted  ;  "  to  regulate 
commerce,"  which  you  have  sometimes  destroyed 
by  regulation;  "to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject 
of  bankruptcies."  You  have  been  much  more 
anxious  to  give  the  freedom  of  your  country  to 
foreigners,  than  to  grant  freedom  to  the  oppressed 
of  your  own  citizens.  Yes,  sir,  you  have  passed 
law  after  law  on  the  subject  oJ  naturalization  ; 
but  for  a  long  time  have  maintained  ihe  silence 
of  the  grave  as  to  a  system  of  bankruptcy,  hs  to 
the  relief  of  your  own  people,  creditors  as  well  as 
debtors  ;  for  1  bold  that  a  correct  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy is  equally  beneficial  to  both.     Look,  too. 


at  the  bills  reported  at  this  session,  for  what  has 
been  called  internal  improvement,  for  universi- 
ties, roads,  canals,  and  various  other  objects, 
started  now  merely  because  the  President  hap- 
pened, by  the  miscalculation  of  some  inferior 
officer,  to  slate  that  there  was  a  large  surplus  in 
the  national  Treasury — you  pounce  upon  it  like 
birds  of  prey  upon  their  game.  Sir,  an  overflow- 
ing in  the  Treasury  is  not  always  a  sign  that  the 
pockets  of  the  citizens  are  full ;  the  reverse  is  too 
often  the  case.  Repeal  your  land  tax — brush  away 
your  various  other  internal  taxes — reduce  the  du- 
ties on  importation  one-half— pay  off  your  na- 
tional debt — then,  if  you  have  a  surplus  in  your 
Treasury,  apply  it  in  any  way  authorized  by  the 
Constitution,  which  shall  render  the  people  con- 
tented and  happy.  Remember,  the  greatest  in- 
ternal improvement  you  can  make  is  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  people.  Because  some  favored  re- 
gions, in  return  for  their  valuable  products — their 
cotton  and  tobacco — have  gold  showered  down 
upon  them,  it  is  not  the  case  generally.  I  can 
point  you  to  other  portions  of  our  country,  to 
others  of  our  fellow-citizens  equally  deserving, 
who,  instead  of  the  ability  of  paying  the  heavy 
dues  exacted  of  them  by  Government,  are,  at  this 
inclement  season,  surrounded  by  their  suffering 
families — their  children  crying  for  bread.  Yes, 
sir,  a  region  which  feels  as  little  the  benign  rays 
of  Government  as  the  soil  itself  does  those  of  the 
blessed  sun  through  the  mountains  of  snow  which 
now  cover  it.  Do  you  expect,  then,  to  be  the 
favorite  of  the  nation,  unless  you  embrace  a  few 
of  the  many  opportunities  which  occur,  to  pro- 
mote the  direct  interests  of  the  people,  and  render 
them  contented  and  happy  ?  An  opportunity  now 
offers;  another  will  soon  be  presented  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Bankrupt  bill,  lo  do  justice  to  the  feel- 
ings and  theexpectationsof  the  American  people. 
But  we  are  told  that  our  consistency,  our  honor, 
is  at  stake ;  liiat  we  ought  not  to  yield  this  point 
to  the  people.  By  whom,  and  against  whom  is 
this  contest?  The  Representative  against  his 
constituents — the  few  against  the  many — one 
against  thirty-five  thousand  ?  The  issue  of  such 
a  contest  is  by  no  means  doubtful.  And  what  is 
the  Slake?  Whether  yuu  shall  receive  two.  or 
four,  or  six  dollars  per  diem,  in  addition  to  the 
former  compensation.  Sir,  it  ought  not  to  be  a 
subject  of  a  moment's  deliberation.  On  this  point 
I  beg  leave  to  introduce  what  I  deem  a  respecta- 
ble authority.  About  the  year  1752.  a  bill  passed 
the  Parliament  ol  Great  Britain  for  the  naturali- 
zation of  Jews.  I  mean  no  disrespectful  com- 
parison—it was  called  the  Jew  bill.  The  nation 
was  in  a  ferment — church  and  state  supposed  in 
danger.  As  soon  as  Parliament  assembled,  at  the 
next  session,  a  motion  was  maJe  for  the  repeal  ot 
the  obnoxious  act.  A  distinguished  member, 
(Lord  Lytilelon.)  who  had  voted  for  the  Jew 
bill,  made  the  following  among  other  pertinent 
observations  : 

"  Resolution  and  steadiness  are  ezcelient  qualities ; 
but  it  is  the  application  of  them  upon  which  their  value 
depends.  A  wise  government  will  know  where  to 
yield,  as  well  as  where  to  resist:  and  there  is  no  surer 
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^k  of  littleness  of  mind  in  an  Administration,  than 
.^oacj  in  trifles.  Fablic  wisdom,  on  some  occasions, 
)||r^t  condescend  to  gire  w»j  to  popular  excitement, 
, Aiecially  ii^  a  free  country,  where  the  humor  of  the 
iV'^pl*  must^'be  considered  as  attentively  a.s  the  humor 
King  iii  an  absolute  monarchy.  Under  both  forms 
overam<v^t,  a  prudent  and  honest  ministry  will  in- 
e  a  smail  folly,  and  will  resist  a  great  one.  Not 
i^ouchsaft'  now  and  then  a  kind  indulgence  to  the 
l^jier,  wou|j  discover  an  ignorance  in  human  nature  ; 
iV.  to  resist- the  latter  at  all  times,  would  be  meanness 
VjH.'i  servility^" 

2^f-  Hei«)rick8  said,  he  was  decidedly  in  faror 
c.<»-i»  repeal, of  the  law  of  last  session,  but  he  did 
u^ think  (lie  bill  before  the  Committee  the  best 
^'iible  substitute.  This  bill  contemplated  the 
r.*j,eal  of  ilje  law  of  last  session,  from  the  lime  of 
j^  passage'  Thai  this  bill,  iheo,  while  it  speaks 
t^  \*ng\x'4ze  of  repeal,  allows  the  members  oq 
IV^  door  \q  put  their  hands  into  the  Treasury 
ai>d  draw  i^ie  proportional  part  of  6fteen  hundred 
d^tJars.  wfuch  will  be  coming  to  them  from  the 
cA8imenceinent  of  the  present  Congressional  year, 
uNLihe  iimf  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  That  there 
x[^.i  nu  rep<*aling clause  in  the  law  of  last  .session, 
A,  of  course,  nothing  else  was  necessary,  thao 
';are  repttal  ot  the  law.  The  old  law,  on  the 
ject  ot  compensauon,  would  stand  revived,  of 
rse.  Tljis  simple  repeal  was  what  he  wished, 
ej,1  with  sfich  a  retrospective  view  or  operation. 


a  refunding  of  any  compensation  received  at  last 
session,  it  was  not  to  be  presumed  (hat  any  had 
drawn  heavily  on  the  Treasury  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  and  it  would 
ill  become  this  House  to  repeal  a  law,  because  it 
was  wrong,  and  at  the  same  time,  practise  all  the 
wrong  which  that  law  authorized,  to  the  date  of 
its  repeal.  It  would  be  holding  out  to  the  people 
the  semblance  of  doing  what  they  required,  when 
we  were  not  so  doing,  and  if  the  people  in  the 
passage  of  the  offensive  law  had  b«en  injured, 
this  kind  of  legislation  would  be  adding  insult  to 
that  injury. 

Thai  it  had  been  said,  that  lowering  the  com- 
pensation of  members  would  have  a  tendency  to 
exclude  from  ihis  floor  the  talents  ofour  country  ; 
but,  let  It  be  remembered,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
best  talents  were  found  in  the  councils  of  ihe  na- 
tion, at  a  time  when  no  compensation  was  cer- 
tain  or  scarcely  probable;  that  the  early  days  of 
our  Republic  would  be  an  abundant  testimony  to 
this  remark. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  January  15. 

Mr.  Yancey  presented  a  petition  of  the  reli- 
gious society  of  Friends,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  praying  that  Congress  will  adopt  some 


^  would  auleasi  express  an  opinion  of  this  House,  I  measures    towards  colonizing  the  free  people  of 


(•It  none  itf  its  members  shall,  or  ought  to,  re- 
cvive  any  compensation  during  this  session  agree- 
.>Jpj[y  >o  thn principles  of  the  law  of  last  session, 
^^at  this  i::?iro.>pective  operation  was  objected  to, 
l^it  was  ^.dmissible.  on  the  principle  that  Con- 
;»^  ,os  had  p  right  to  fix  their  own  compensation, 
^<j,  on  th^  ground,  that  the  precedent  fixed  at 
l«^.t  sessioii  was  m  point.  The  law  of  last  ses- 
i'i:^  had  ajretrospeciive  operation.  Mr.  H.  said 
tt)«i,  OD  ih/  ground  of  the  public  sentiment,  be 
iiiiJ  no  dot>>)t.     That  ihe  public  sentiment  of  his 


color  residing  withio  the   United  States  ;   wiiich 

was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.   Sharp,  from   the  Committee  on  Private 

Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on    the   petition  of 

Gabriel  Winter,  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  S. 
i  reported  a  bill  confirming  certain  lands  in  the 
'  county  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  to 
i  the  heirs  of  Elisha  Winter,  deceased  ;  which  was 

read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole. 


Mr.  Pickering  moved  (agreeably  to  notice 
i;5,irict  ha.i  to  hira  been  fully  and  officially  ex-  (  g,v(.n  by  him  yesterday)  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
i^s-sed  thi.)Ugh  the  medium  of  the  Legislature  of  j  bill  further  to  regulate  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
I^Jiana  ;  liiat  the  Senators  from  that  State  had  j  ted  Slates,  and  their  electing  delegates  to  Con- 
IJen  officmily  instructed,  and  himself  requested,  gress  ;  which  motion,  together  with  a  bill  there- 
tfruse  the^r  voles  and  influence,  to  have  that  ^ith  submitted,  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Pickbh- 
Ij-r  repeah-d.  and,  if  no  such  expression  of  public  I  ,j,g,  Grosvenor,  and  Hugh  Nelson.  The  bill 
N|i,timent  nad  been  expressed,  he  should  have  no  j  ^as  afterwards   reported,  twice  read,  and  com- 


)ubt  of  Its  existence.  There  was  scarcely  a 
iitO,  he  believed,  in  tbe  remote  settlements  of 
firdiiina,  who  had  not  heard  and  reprobated  the 
^^ ;  aud  it  was  no  wonder,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  his 
('.)ustituen(!i  disapproved  of  that  law.  Their  ideas 
'It' expend  (jure  were  very  unlike  those  of  all  the 
]^<istern  cities.  Six  dollars  per  day  sounded  large 
<ityugh  to  ihem.  Their  sources  of  wealth,  means 
Crf  prucuritig  luoney,  were  few  and  narrow,  when 
rqp'inpared  with  tbe  commercial  opulence  of  a 
tl|<«riiime  country,  or  even  the  independent  cora- 
*  jency  ot.  an  older  State.  They  were  rescuing 
^ir  cour^try  from  a  wilderness.  Agriculture 
^is  in  lis  infancy,  and  the  produce  they  had  to 
^i.jixt — lhe|r  corn  and  their  beef — in  the  neighbor 


muted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Commit.ee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  ex|)ediency  of  allowing  to  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  soldiers  who  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  late 
war  and  died  before  muster,  the  same  pay  and 
bounty  as  such  soldiers  would  have  been  entitled 
to,  if  they  had  been  duly  mustered. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  concerning  the  At- 
torney General  of  the  United  States,  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 


THE  CO.MPENSATIOX  LAW. 
The  House  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 
I  bill  to  repeal  the  act  changing  the  mode  of  com- 
oijd  ot  a  plentiful  market,  bore  a  very  low  price,  j  pensation  of  the  Senators.  Delegates,  and  Repre- 
Mir.  H.  sai^  that,  while  he  would  not  contend  for  j  sentatives  in  Congress. 
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Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  Chairman,  and  through  him  the  indulgence 
of  this  honorable  body,  for  »  short  time,  whilst  he 
should  assijjrn  some  of  the  reasons  which  would 
influence  his  vote  on  the  question  under  delibe- 
ration. I  ask  not,  said  he,  the  charity  of  the 
House  to  be  extended  to  my  feelings.  I  disdain 
the  idea  of  relying  for  the  tranquillity  of  my  feel- 
ings on  the  forbearance  or  charity  of^any  man  or 
set  of  men  on  this  earth.  As  I  hold  myself  per- 
sonally responsible  for  every  sentiment  and  ex- 
pression which  I  utter  here  or  elsewhere,  to  every 
man  entitled  to  the  treatment  of  a  gentleman,  so 
1  hold  every  individual  having  this  title  person- 
ally responsible  to  me  for  every  infraction  of  my 
right.s,  or  violation  of  my  feelings.  I  have  fre- 
quently witnessed  tbe  avidity  with  which  malig- 
nity and  cowardice  fixed  their  fangs  on  the  vic- 
tim, who  would  patiently  writhe  under  their 
torture. 

I  cannot  condescend  to  notice  the  strictures  of 
the  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.)  on 
those  who  voted  against  the  law  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, farther  than  to  say,  thut  he  did  not  yester- 
day represent  truly  what  he  said  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. •  He  did  then  expressly  confine  his  felonious 
comparison  m  a  single  individual,  who  had  con- 
tended, in  argument,  that  the  old  compensation 
(viz.,  six  dollars  a  day)  whs  amply  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditures  of  members  at  this  place. 
This  cannot  be  forgotten  by  the  member;  it  was 
attended  by  circumstances  which  render  it  im- 
possible. It  IS  certainly  within  the  recollection 
of  many,  very  many  respectable  members  of  the 
House. 

Sir.  I  voted  against  the  law  at  the  last  session. 
I  received  the  full  compensation  to  which  I  was 
entitled  under  it  as  a  member.  I  doing  this,  I 
believed  that  I  acted  with  perfect  integrity  and 
honor;  1  still  think  so.  In  point  of  honor  and 
integrity,  I  shrink  not  from  a  comparison  with 
any  member  of  this  Hou.se,  or  any  man  in  this 
nation. 

I  oppo.sed  the  law  at  the  last  session,  not  from 
the  miserable,  contemptible  motives  which  some 
of  its  warm  advocates  then  had  the  presumption 
to  attribute  to  those  who  voted  against  the  meas- 
ure. Not  in  order,  as  has  beeri  insolently  re- 
marked, lo  creep  through  a  dirty  canal  to  popu- 
larity. Not  with  the  view  to  seek,  through  such 
a  medium,  a  .short  lived  popularity,  more  evan- 
escent than  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  dream.  I  am 
proud  to  believe,  that,  on  my  part,  no  necessity 
existed  to  conciliate,  by  such  means,  the  people 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  repre^ent.  They  are 
loo  intelligent,  too  inde|>eodeni,  and  too  honor- 
able. When  I  came  into  Congress,  it  was  by 
the  triumph  of  principle;  u  was  a  conquest  ob- 
tained by  ibe  people  over  cunning,  duplicity, and 
fraud  ;  It  was  a  voluntary  effort  on  their  part  to 
get  rid  of  a  man  who  had  long  misrepresented 
their  sentiments  and  their  feelings.  It  was  their 
victory,  not  mine;  a  victory  which  afforded  me 
pleasure,  not  trom  selfish  or  personal  considera- 
tions, but  from  the  consolatory  refleciiou  that 
principle    had    triumphed.     When    the   election 


terminated  in  ray  favor,  it  was  very  doubtful 
whether  I  should  ever  be  able  to  take  a  seat  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  S'.ates.  I  was  from 
home  but  once  from  the  time  I  became  a  candi- 
date, and  returned  to  the  district  in  which  I  re- 
side not  until  long  after  the  close  of  the  election. 
I  have  never  flattered  the  follies  nor  the  vices  of 
mankind.  It  is  not  in  my  nature  to  flatter  man. 
I  am  not  indifferent  to  popularity.  But  I  desire 
that  popularity  only  which  is  the  voluntary  tri- 
bute to  virtuous,  independent,  and  honorable  ac- 
tions;  the  reward  for  services  performed  with 
fidelity  and  integrity — no  other  would  1  enjoy. 

When  the  law  of  the  last  session  was  under  de- 
liberation— the  law  which  it  is  now  contemplated 
to  repeal — I  saw  and  felt  the  delicacy  of  my  sit- 
uation.    To  be  called  on  to  vote  on  a  question,  in 
which  I  was  personally  interested,  although  the 
amount  of  interest  was  too  trifling  to  influence  any 
honest  or  honorable  man;  to  influence  any  descrip- 
tion of  persons,  except  some   miserable   mendi- 
cants, or    trembling  paupers.     For  what  man,  I 
ask.  who  is  fit  to  come  here — who  is  qualified  to 
represent  the  free,  the  independent  people  of  this 
nation — who   could   be  influenced   by   pecuniary 
corisiderations — who  could  not.  by  the  proper  ex- 
ertion of  his  own  abilities,  in  domestic  pursuits, 
benefit    himself  and    his  family  far  beyond  any- 
thing which  the  Governmeut  can  afford  or  ought 
to  give.     The  delicacy  of  my  situation  did  not 
result  from  a  doubt  as  to  the  course  which  I  ought 
to   have   pursued,  winch  i  determined  to  pursue. 
The  question   was  no  sooner  presented  to  me. 
than  my  convictions  of  the  impolicy  and  impro- 
priety of  the  measure  assumed  the  force  of  intu- 
ition.    Yet  I  knew  that  the  most  pure  and  hon- 
orable motives  were  ever  liable  to  misrepresenia- 
lion.     That  an  honest  opposition  to  a  measure  of 
an   impolitic   character,  especially  if  it  required 
anything  like  what  some  term  self-denial,  would 
be  attributed   to  a   base.   low.  and  contemptible 
mode  of  courting   popularity;  that   little  souls, 
bursting   with    malignity,    would    be   constantly 
scattering  their  filth  and   their  venom  round.     1, 
sir,  have  never  trembled  nor  cowered  before  mor- 
j  tal  man;  nor  have  I  ever  stooped  to  a  mean  act 
I  to  promote  my  private  or  my  public  interest.     At 
I  the  last  session  I  took  occasion  to  state  that  I  was 
I  satisfied  that  the  depreciation  of  money,  and  the 
I  increased  price  of  every  article  of  consumption — 
I  of  living — had  rendered  the  six  dollar  compensa- 
'  tion    in>ufficient  to  meet  the  reasonable  and  de- 
!  cent  expenses  of  members  at  this  place.     I  have 
'  uniformly  maintained  this  opinion.    I  would  then 
have    voted    for   a    law,    raising    to   a  moderate 
I  amount  the  daily  pay  of  the  meiubers  to  a  sum 
I  which  would  have  borne  the  same  proportion  to 
the  expense  of  living  which  the  old  compensation 
bore   at  the   time  it  whs  fixed,  provided  the  law 
had  been  postponed  in  its  operation  until  the  4th 
oi   March  next.     But  I  will  never  vote  lor  any 
I  measure  in  which  my  personal  interest  may  sub- 
ject me  to  the  imputation  of  being  influenced  by 
,  selfisji,  sordid,  and  mercenary  motives. 
I      The  mode  of  compensation  presented  an  ob- 
j  jection   which  was   irresistible  and   conclusive. 
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Kv^-i^ry   apfropriaiion    of    the   public    Treasury 
sif^uld  be  jplear.  defioite.  and  certain.     No  mys- 
lorV  shoul(>  exist.     The  people  for  whose  benefit 
ai^aie  this. money  should   be  touched,  ought   to 
hjijre  the  nieans  of  judging  with  certainty  as  to 
tfai    ainouitt  of  expenditure,  in  order  to  enable 
Uir'ta  to  judge  of  the  justice  and  the  wisdom  of 
tbh  expen<iiture.     The  services  rendered  by  the 
itprnbers  oX  Congress,  by  the  members  of  every 
Lt^islaiire  <)ody,  are,  from  their  nature  and  char- 
a4lj?r,  cont  ngent  and   uncertain — depending  on 
it^  relations  of  the  country — sometimes  on  the 
p^ju^perity,  and  frequently  on  the  adversity  with 
vOa.'.ch  she  *nay  be  visited.     They  are  not  services 
ol  ihat  character  which  can  be  fairly  and  prop- 
e£y'  compi-Qsated  by  a  fixed  annual  salary.    The 
vl-fious  mti>representation:i  which  have  existed  in 
rliirence  »o  the  law  of  the  last  session — the  law 
^gich  nuvy  claims  the  attention  of  this  honorable 
lA^y — which  has  obtained  the  serious  attention 
04  'this  nation — the  difficulty  which  has  been  ex-  | 
ffr^jienced  by  the  people  in  understanding  its  pro-  i 
v<itons,  arl',   tu  my  mind,  conclusive  evidences 
t|at  it  ought  to  be  repealed.     Why,  then,  should 
iffi^  law  of  the  last  session  be  so  pertinaciously 
aSteJ^ed  lot     A  law  which  proposes  a  compensa- 
t,j,n   by  salary,  when,  in   truth,  no  single  idea 
\»hich  enit'rs  into  the  complex  term  called  salary 
i!|i>reserved  by  that  law.     What  is  a  salary?     A 
cniain.  fixi^d,  and  determined  sum,  to  be  paid  at 
Clitain  fixtjd  periods — dependent  on  no  other  con- 
iiigency  b<u  the  continuance  in  office.  Whereas, 
ttc  salary  *)rovided  by  that  law  depends  on  sev- 
6*41  contiri^^encies.     The  member  must  be  in  his 
f«4ce  on  every  day  during  the  session,  or  must  be 
l^fvented,  after  taking  his  seat,  or  after  setting 
(:.^from  home  with  the  view  to  take  his  seat,  by 
t|ciness,  ftom  coutinumg  in  the  first  case,  or  in 
tlf  second-from  taking  his  seat,  to  entitle  him  to 
(^^  salary.     For,  if  he  is  absent  a  single  day.  or 
^)iy  numh'.T  of  days,  from    the    service    of  the 
^l^use,  either  with  leave  or  without  leave,  a  de- 
(i|L^tion  is  inade  of  a  yum  equal  to  that  which  the 
^r^ent  dayj»  bear  to  the  whole  number  of  days  in 
ii<r  sessioo  or  sessions,  if  there  be  more  than  one 
Ji  the  yea.;,     I  can  truly  say,  that  I  do  not  know 
tilt'  opiniojj  of  the  majority  of  the  people  in  the 
iisklnct  iQ  which   I  reside  on  the  subject  of  this 
ijUious  law.     As  far  as  I   have  heard  not  much 
4jcu>  been   t»aid   in  relation  to  it.     This  I  do  not 
id^ibute  kp   the   indiQerence  with  which    they 
j|ajve    vieifed    the   question.     I    have    no    doubt 
*y  are  s^.;  sensitive  on  toe  subject  as  the  people 
the  Un;ved  States  generally  are.    I  account  for 
'on  the  ground  that  they  know  the  course  which 
jursued  t^  the  question — the  vote  which  I  gave. 
JJ again  lufDst  peremptorily  deny   that  my  oppo- 
iiion  to  the  law  at  the  last  session  was  the  result 
^  that  miserable,  contemptible  policy  which  sev- 
>»al  genlliimen  have   presumed   to  charge  upon 
IJipNe  who*,  have  opposed   that   measure.     Sir.   1 
jjri'll  trouhtp  the  Committee  no  longer. 
>7,  jMr.  Raws,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  the  question 
&der  cuniiieration  v/as   too  a^jreeable  to  excite 
^.i^pleasaot    sensations;    because,   it   g^ve   every 
Tiiiember  »o  opportunity  of  speaking  of  those  ob- 


jccts  most  dear  to  his  heart;  of  himself  and  bis 
constituents.  It  is  a  trite  observation,  that  the 
reason  lovers  are  never  tired  of  each  other's  com- 
pany, is.  because  they  are  constantly  talking  of 
themselves.  The  same  observation  might  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Representative  and  his  constituents. 
They  are,  or  ought  to  be,  equally  alive  to  the  in- 
terest and  reputation  of  each  other.  If  so,  it  may 
reasonably  be  expected,  much  will  be  said  on  the 
subject  unJer  consideration,  which  may  be  truly 
termed  a  selfish  one.  He  said  his  constituents 
had,  unsolicited,  re-elected  him,  without  requiring 
of  him  any  other  pledge,  than  that  of  his  past 
conduct.  They  had  confided  to  him  the  free  and 
unqualified  right  to  exercise  his  own  judgment, 
after  a  lull  hearing,  on  every  question  which  might 
arise.  Such  generous  confidence,  on  their  part, 
at  a  time  of  unusual  excitement  and  ferment, 
deserved,  and  should  receive  of  him,  the  most 
profound  regard  for  their  interest.  Their  appro- 
bation, next  to  that  of  his  own  conscience,  would 
be  the  only  boon  he  should  aspire  after,  so  long 
as  they  continued  to  honor  him  with  their  suf- 
frages. 

He  said  he  was  not  sure  the  course  he  should 
pursue,  on  this  occasion,  was  that  which  was 
best  calculated  to  insure  to  him  a  lasting  popu- 
larity. He  granted  it  was  in  accordance  with 
the  pre>ent  prevailing  opinion  ;  but  he  recollected 
when  a  navy  was  unpopular  in  this  country,  and 
particularly  so  in  his  district;  when  he  was 
charged  with  political  heresy  for  his  adherence 
to  that  establishment;  when,  instead  ul  increas- 
ing the  Navy,  it  was  deemed  expedient,  by  its 
friends,  to  yield  to  the  popular  clamor  against  it, 
and,  at  the  close  of  a  most  unpopular  administra- 
tion, to  pass  a  law  to  sell  a  part  of  that  which 
existed.  But  a  navy  is  now  the  favorite  of  the 
people;  not  a  voice  is  raised  against  it,  and  its 
increase  is  loudly  called  for.  He  rejoiced  at  the 
change  of  the  public  .sentiment  in  this  instance. 
But  may  not  the  opinions  of  the  people  undergo 
a  similar  change  with  regard  to  ihe  compensa- 
tion of  member^?  He  tiiought  it  by  no  means 
improbable.  How  odious  was  the  United  States 
Bank  a  few  years  ago  amongst  the  Republicans. 
What  a  darling  is  the  Natioual  Bank  now  with 
many  of  them.  He  said  lie  made  these  observa- 
tions to  show  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  instability  of  public  opinion,  to  make  it  a  rule 
of  action,  and  to  acquit  himself  of  the  imputation 
of  beiQ^  actuated  by  a  desire  to  obtain  popularity  ; 
a  desire  always  honorable,  when  it  can  be  accom- 
plished by  fair  and  honest  means. 

He  said  he  could  not  agree  with  his  venerable 
colleague,  (.Mr.  Findley.)  who  seemed  to  think 
the  great  change  which  had  been  made  in  the 
represeniation  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  late  elec- 
tion, was  not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  compensation 
law,  inasmuch  as  seven  or  eight  metnbers  who 
had  Voted  against  ihat  law  ha  I  not  been  elected 
to  the  next  Congress.  He,  Mr.R.  thought  thecom- 
pensation  law  had  prevented  their  re-election;  he 
was  justified  in  thiNO(>inion  by  a  recurrence  to  facts. 
Unceasing  industry  had  been  made  use  of,  both  m 
and  out  of  this  House,  to  identify  those  who  voted 
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asaiost  that  law.  with  those  who  voted  in  favor 
of  it,  as  etjually  culpable,  if  not  more  so.  For 
this  purpose,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  4th  of  July 
last,  a  ton^t  was  drank,  and  circulated  with  assid- 
uity, at  a  respectable  meeting,  at  which  it  was 
said  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  that  Slate  presided,  with  a  most  unhand>ome. 
unjust  sentiment  attached  to  it.  If  he  recollected 
rigtit,  it  was  this:  "The  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
compensation  law;  the  receiver  is  as  bad  as  the 
thiet."'  To  the  dissemination  of  such  uncandid 
sentiments  may  fairly  be  ascribed,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  failure  of  the  election  of  the  mem- 
bers alluded  to.  This  toa>t  should  not  have  been 
noticed,  but  for  its  accordance  with  a  more  ex- 
ceptionable sentiment,  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  last  session,  and  reiterated 
during  the  present  debate,  •  that  if  lie  had  voted 
'  against  the  compensation  law,  tie  would  as  soon 
'  have  been  caught  with  his  hand  in  his  neighbor's 
'  pocket  as  to  have  taken  the  money." 

Are  tliese  sentiments  just,  when  applied  to  the 
opponents  of  the  compensation  law?  Will  they 
bear  the  touchstone  of  a  fair  and  candid  exami- 
nation ?  Is  It  not  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen 
to  submit  to  the  laws  which  are  passed  by  a  ma- 
jority, however  injurious  they  may  be  in  their 
operation,  to  him  as  an  individual  ?  If  he  is  bound 
to  submit  to  those  laws  which  injure  him,  may 
he  not  fairly,  honestly,  and  honorably,  avail  him- 
self of  those  which  benefit  liirn,  although  he  voted 
against  them?  By  what  system  of  morality  is 
a  member  of  this  House  excluded  from  the  bene- 
fits and  advantages  of  the  laws  passed  by  the 
majority?  Was  not  the  compensation  of  the 
members,  when  it  was  first  fixed,  deemed  too 
high  by  many  ?  Did  not  many  of  the  then  mem- 
bers oppose  It  on  that  ground  ?  Did  any  of  them 
refuse  to  receive  the  sum  fixed  on  ?  Was  there 
any  other  law  under  winch  they  could  receive 
their  pay  ?  Was  there  then  any  political  adven- 
turer hardy  enough  to  implicate  those  who  voted 
against  the  law,  in  the  censure  which  attached 
to  those  who  voted  for  it,  because  they  received 
the  compensation  ?  Was  there  any  other  law 
than  the  fifteen  hundred  dollar  law.  (as  it  is  com- 
monly called,)  under  which  ihe  minority  could 
have  received  their  pay  last  session  ?  If  the  law 
had  been  popular,  its  opponents  would  not  have 
been  entitled  to  any  of  the  credit.  As  it  has 
proved  unpopular,  they  ought  not  to  incur  any  of 
the  censure.  Let  the  question  be  examined  by 
analogy  to  other  cases.  Will  any  gentleman  say 
that  those  who  opposed  the  National  Bank  (even 
under  the  belief  that  it  was  unconstitutional)  were 
bound  by  honor  or  morality  to  decline  subscribing 
for  the  stock?  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
certainly  would  not.  because  he  declared  his  de- 
lermioatioo  to  act  otherwise.  Suppose  a  majority 
of  Congress  should,  in  a  fit  of  frenzy,  pass  a  law 
to  sell  tiie  unlocated  lands  at  six  cents  [)er  acre, 
instead  of  two  dollars,  would  any  one  say  it  would 
be  immoral  or  dishonorable  in  those  who  opposed 
the  passage  of  the  law,  to  take  out  warrants  un- 
der It?  But  it  13  an  old  proverb,  that  "misery 
loves  company."'  If  true,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
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those  who  have  committed  political  suicide,  should, 
Sampson-like,  endeavor  to  crush  their  opponents 
beneath  the  general  wreck  their  own  conduct  has 
produced.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  made  these  observa- 
tions to  rescue  himself,  aod  ihose  who  had  sin- 
cerely acted  with  him,  in  opposing  the  passage 
of  the  law,  from  imputations  which  were  unfairly 
and  unjustly  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  them. 

Mr.  R.  said  this  might  be  hailed  as  a  proud 
day  for  the  people.  Their  power  and  influence 
are  portrayed  in  strong  and  vivid  colors  by 
the  sincere  repentance  and  deep  contrition  of  ma- 
ny of  those  who  voted  for  the  law  ;  the  sincer- 
ity of  which  was  evidenced  by  their  anxiety  to 
be  foremost  in  undoing  what  they  had  hastily 
done  last  session.  He  trusted  the  people  would 
receive  the  sacrifice  now  made  to  their  will  (the 
repealing  of  the  law)  as  an  ample  atonement. 

The  arguments  urged  by  the  people  at  the  late 
elections  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  law  have 
been  and  are  morecoovincing  and  conclusive  than 
anything  that  has  or  can  be  said  in  this  Commit- 
tee;  and,  but  for  the  reasons  assigned  as  an  apol- 
ogy  for  the  enactment  of  it,  though  not  urged  as 
reasons  why  it  should  be  continued,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  trouble  the  Committee  further. 

Mr.  R.  said,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  a  higher 
sum  than  six  dollar*  per  day,  contend  that  justice 
and  sound  policy  require  it;  that  the  compensa- 
tion of  a  RepresenUtive  ought  to  be  such  as  would 
enable  the  virtuous  and  intelligent  citizen,  of  ev- 
ery class  in  society,  to  serve  his  country  in  the 
National  Legislature;  such  as  would  enable  him 
to  live  like  a  gentleman  when  here,  and  maintain 
his  family  while  absent;  such  as  would  insure 
the  continuance  of  the  services  of  the  ablest  heads 
and  the  best  hearts  in  the  country;  and  such  as 
would  put  him,  in  some  measure,  on  a  par  with 
the  other  officers  of  Government — make  him  in- 
dependent, and  place  hiru  above  the  influence  of 
Executive  patronage,  which  six  dollars  per  day  is 
altogether  inadequate  to  do. 

Ttjese  reasons  are  plausible,  if  not  strong,  in 
favorof  a  higher  per  diem  than  six  dollars.  They 
naturally  .suggest  the  question,  what  are  the  re- 
quisite qualifications  to  make  a  good  Representa- 
tive? The  answer  is  plain:  Wisdom  to  discern 
and  integrity  to  pursue  the  true  interest  of  his 
country.  Will  a  high  salary  or  a  greater  per  diem 
have  a  tendency  to  bring  men  with  such  qualifi- 
cations into  the  National  Legislature,  soouer  than 
the  moderate  sum  of  six  dollars  per  day  ?  Would 
It  not  have  a  contrary  tendency  ?  Would  it  not 
stimulate  every  political  adventurer,  who  bad 
nothing  to  lose  and  everything  to  gain  by  secui- 
lug  an  election,  to  supplant  by  unfair  means  th  - 
meritorious  candidate  in  the  confidence  of  the 
people?  The  qualified  candidate  would  feel  too 
much  reapect  for  his  own  character,  and  that  of 
his  constituents,  to  gain  their  votes  by  soothing 
their  follies,  or  flatieriog  their  vices  ;  but  the  un- 
qualified candidate  would  be'  all  things  to  all  men 
— he  would  affect  sanctity  with  the  religious; 
laugh  with  the  merry;  treat  tlic  avaricious ;  flat- 
ter the  vain  ;  cringe  to  the  proud  ;  promise  every- 
thing and  perform  nothing — and  then  blame  those 
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\^f^wse  popnlarityr  he  wished  to  destroy,  for  his 
ftpore  to  accomplish  what  he  had  promised.  He 
\y^illd  nine'iiraes  out  of  ten  succeed.  But  leave. 
sUM  Mr.  R..  the  pay  so  low  that  it  cannot  be  an 
ofcyct  worihy  the  pursuit  of  any  one,  and  the 
l>y;jple  wiU^Jook  for  the  best  qualified  man  to  fill 
U^t^oflBce.  'He  will  not  seek  the  office;  the  office 
seek  hjra.  and  it  will  find  the  proper  person 


that  words  are  the  counters  of  wise  men  and  the 
money  of  fools,  to  say  no  more. 

Mr.  Barbocr  said  that,  before  the  decision  of 
this  question,  he  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  he  very  concisely  slated  his  views 
of  the  subject,  and  the  reasons  which  would  influ- 
ence him  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  having  for  iis  object  the  repeal  of  the  com- 


t 


•I 


.   entlemin  appear  to  think  that  a  good  salary,  or  '  pensaiion  law  of  the  last  session. 

f^udsomo  per  diem,  is  essentially  necessary  to  i      Mr.  B.  said  that  he  should  vote  for  the  repeal 

:J>g  a  res[iectable  representation  into  this  House.  ,  of  that  law,  partly  for  the  reasons  which  had  in- 

to  mak^"  them,  when  here,  independent  of  Ex-    duced  him  to  vote  against  it  at  the  last  session, 

ive  influence.     If  so,  it  should  be  given.     But.  |  and  partly  for  a  most  important  reason  which  had 


t 


did 


^old  give  intelligence  to  the  head  or 


occurred  since  that  time — he  meant  the  decided 

blic  opinion  on  the  subject. 


jM^trriiy  to- the  heart?    That  it  will  not  do  the  for- |  expression  of  the  pu 

J{«i'«s  proved  by  the  conduct  of  Ferdinand  VII. ;  ,  When  this  question  was  before  the  House  at  its 
i^^'that  it:never  has  done  the  latter,  may  be  col-  j  last  session,  he  said,  he  was  opposed  to  the  pas- 
Ijcled  frotji  the  characters  and  conduct  of  Ba-  \  sage  of  the  law.  first,  because  he  considered  the 
.  Marlborough,  Dodd.  and  Grattan;— the  latter  ,  compensation  to  members  not  as  a  remuneration 
'      '    '■    *'■     '        '•--•-I 1 ;~"      „„...-..«. .^dpujQJ. 

jftifn.     Hi:*  fellow-subjects,  grateful  for  the  many  '  to  defray  the  expenses  of  members,  incurred  by 
i4!\ices  hr  had  rendered  them,  gave  him  £50.000    "">"-"  -<"  'i^"'"  «:ii. =>»■«"  a«  m«mh^r«     Hp  .hnnwht 
^(ling.     Tbey  made  him  rich.  or.  in  the  lan- 
^^ojge  of  grnilemen,  independent ;  but  they  para- 
h^d  the  patriotism  of  his  heart.     He  ceased  to 
{j^*<the  elc^uent  champion  of  civil  liberty,  feel- 
tlj^y  aliv(;  to  the  miseries  and  afflictions  of  his 
^Sjressed  c-ountrymen. 
rfenable  )Our  Representatives,  said  Mr.  R..  to 


ot  by  your  laws  imbue  men  with  virtuous, 

penderjt,  stern,  and  inflexible  characters.    The 

s  of  nfiiiure  and  of  nature's  God,  aided  by  an 

^ly  education,  can  only  accomplish  the  object 

:i  aim  a^ 


^-4.  Marlbi)rough,  Dodd.  and  Grattan;— the  latter  ,  compensation  to  members  not  as  a  reraunera 

i^iirhom.  f/hile  indigent,  was  the  bold  defender  j  for  labor  or  personal  services— not  as  an  indei 

uf*nis  cousjtry's  rights;  yes.  and  of  the  rights  of'  fication  for  individual  sacrifices — but  as  intei 

■  '        --     -  ■•       °   ■  ■  -  ■  -  I  jQ  defray  the  expenses  of  members,  incurrei 

reason  of  their  situation  as  members.  He  thought 
it  was  obvious  the  compensation  could  have  no 
relation  to  the  individual  sacrifices  of  t!ie  mem- 
bers, because  they  vary  with  the  varying  situa- 
tions of  different  members.  Some  gentlemen  are 
engaged  in  vocations  which  are  more,  others  in 
those  which  are  less  lucrative  ;  some  in  the  exten- 
ir^iiau.c  ^uui  iv^,..^.'^..i»...^-,  .—  .v.  X....  *..,  .w  ,  sire  practice  of  a  profession  yielding  them  a  very 
ip.'V  in  eas^  and  affluence— to  contract  habits  and  ample  revenue,  infinitely  beyond  the  amount  even 
tA.{es  abovx  the  intelligent  part  of  their  constitu-  of  the  compensation  proposed  to  be  repealed; 
Cifs.  and  i,^iconMstent  with  the  plain  republican  i  others  in  pursuits  yielding  a  very  inconsiderable 
Manners  oH"  your  country— and  you  qualify  them  j  profit,  perhaps  not  half  equal  to  the  amount  of 
'  "  '     '  that  compensation.     The  idea,  then,  of  tlie  pay  of 

members  having  any  reference  whatever  to  this 
consideration,  would  involve  the  necessity  of  this 
admission,  that  some  must  be  remunerated  be- 
yond what  they  are  entitled  to,  whilst  others 
would  fall  as  far  short  of  that  standard.  This 
proposition,  then,  could  not  for  a  moment  be  sus- 
^ut,  all'abstract  reasoning  on  this,  as  on  most  {  tamed.  Nor  could  he  think  that  the  compensa- 
(,  „Ier  subjiicts,said  Mr.  R.,  is  dangerous.  It  leads  i  tion  was  intended  as  a  remuneration  for  labor  per- 
i;  ijerrors,  fhich  facts  and  experience  alone  can  i  formed.  Upon  this  subject,  he  appealed,  not  only 
r  j^ect.  Me  might  be  wrong  in  the  views  he  had  j  to  the  practice  under  the  Federal  Government, 
t  ien,  but:  while  he  retained  his  present  inipres-  ;  but  to  ihatwhich  prevailed  in  the  nineteen  distinct 
v  jns,  he  jnust  act  in  unison  with  them.  He  State  governments  which  composed  the  Confed- 
■'  ,^)uld,  therefore,  vote  for  filling  the  blank  with  |  eracy  ;  and  he  asked  whether  there  was  a  State 
{•  >  lowesP  sum  named,  which  was  six  dollars.  If  government  in  the  Union  in  which  it  was  not  dis- 
t  i»s  sura  jhould  not  be  agreed  upon,  he  thought  tinctly  understood  that  the  compensation  to  the 
»  fould  bi  better  to  repeal  all  the  laws  fixing  the  members  of  its  Legislature  had  reference  only  to 
'  >y  of  members,  and  leave  the  subject  so  that  |  the  payraentofexpenses?  This  idea  then  was  con- 
i"  next  G^ingress,  who  had  been  elected  expressly  I  secrated  by  the  usage  and  custom  of  the  country. 
>th  a  reference  to  this  subject,  should  be  obliged  He  admitted  that,  considered  in  any  other  point 
act  on.it.  The  people  would  then  have  an  of  view,  than  as  relating  to  the  payment  of  expen- 
ses, the  per  diem  allowance  of  six  dollars  was 
insufficient;  nay,  he  admitted  that,  considered 
even  in  that  point  of  view,  it  was  clearly  inade- 
quate to  the  maintenance  of  a  member  with  his 
family  ;  but,  considered  in  relation  to  the  expen- 
ses of  a  member  himself,  which  he  saiJ  was  in 
his  opinion  the  true  ground  on  which  to  put  it — 
it  was  sufficient  for  that  purpose;  he  said,  that 
as  his  habits  of  expense  were  not  those  of  profu- 


i^oi)ecomerihe  panders  of  power,  and  the  creep- 
•jji,  cringing   sycophants   of  the   Court.      You 

Jep 

m 


(iportunity  of  testing  the  sincerity  of  those  whom 
Mjry  had  Cftected,  because  they  professed  an  entire 
positiortrto  the  compensation  law. 
Mr.  R.  caid.  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
^im  Virgrnia  (Mr.  Randolph)  to  refund,  would 
Jiet  wiihjhis  cordial  support,  if  consistent  with 
f  l^roper  r.-jspect  for  the  integrity  of  the  represent- 
^Jve  cha«facter,  of  which  he  entertained  some 
jh^hts. 

?^ut  he  ♦vas  admonished,  by  the  recollection  of 
;4|avorite  raying  of  a  great,  but  eccentric  genius. 


sion,  on  the  one  hand  ;  so,  on  the  other,  he  never 
ran  into  the  opposite  extreme  ;  he  thought  the 
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old  allowance  of  six  dollars  per  diem  adequate  to 
a  style  of  living,  which,  while  it  avoided  both 
these  extremes,  was  comfortable  and  genteel. 
Another  important  reason  which  had  induced 
him  to  vote  against  the  law  of  the  last  session 
was  this :  that  it  embraced  within  the  p.ile  of  its 
provisions   the   then   Congress  by  which   it  was 

fa!«sed  ;  he  said  that  he  knew  the  Constitution 
ad  confided  to  Congress  the  power  of  fixing 
their  own  compensation  ;  this  was  the  result  ot 
necessity,  as  there  was  no  other  power  but  the 
Legislature,  to  which  it  could  be  confided  ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  upon  the  great  principle,  that 
no  one  ought  to  be  a  judge  in  his  own  case,  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty,  even  with  the  best  inten- 
tions, of  being  impartial  in  such  a  situation,  he 
wished  the  law  to  have  excluded  from  the  bene- 
fit of  Its  provisions  the  Congress  which  passed  it. 
What  added  great  weight  to  this  consideration 
was  his  knowledge  of  the  propensity  of  man- 
kind, whenever  $elf  was  concerned,  to  impute  to 
those,  who  were  called  upon  to  act  under  such 
circumstances,  motives  which  they  never  felt; 
for  nothing  was  more  true,  it  was  a  melancholy 
truth,  than  that  man,  though  utterly  unable  to 
search  the  heart  of  his  fellow  man,  will  yet  un- 
dertake to  estimate  the  motives  of  all  liis  acts — 
and  if  they  be  within  the  possible  reach  of  impu- 
tation, to  ascribe  tliem  to  bad  rather  than  to  good 
intentions.  As  well  then  because  of  the  delicacy 
of  the  situation,  as  because  of  a  desire  to  avoid 
any  possible  imputation,  he  had  been  opposed  to 
that  feature  of  tiie  law  of  the  last  session  which 
embraced  the  then  Congress. 

He  came  next,  he  said,  to  an  important  reason, 
which  had  great  weight,  and  indeed  would  of 
itself  be  decisive  with  him;  he  meant  public 
opinion. 

As  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  procure  informa- 
tion, he  felt  no  hesitation  in  expressing  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  no  measure,  since  the  institution  of 
this  Government,  had  excited  so  much  dissatis- 
faction, as  the  one  now  proposed  to  be  repealed; 
some  few  gentlemen  had  stated,  and  he  made  no 
doubt  correctly,  that  their  constituents  had  not 
complained;  but  with  these  few  exceptions,  he 
believed  it  might  be  said,  that,  from  one  extrem- 
ity of  the  Union  to  the  other,  there  had  been  an 
almost  concurring  sentiment  of  disapprobation. 
Gentlemen  mistake  if  they  suppose  that  it  was  a 
storm  raised  only  by  a  few  factious  printers; 
they  equally  mistake,  if  they  suppose  that  it  was 
merely  a  momentary  ebullition  of  passion  among 
the  people.  There  was  indeed,  sir,  at  first  a  vio"- 
lent  excitement ;  gentlemen  might  call  it,  if  they 
pleased,  a  storm— but  that  storm,  even  when  us 
fury  abated,  subsided  into  a  fixed  and  settled  dis- 
content at  the  measure  ;  from  a  free  communica- 
tion with  his  constituents,  he  was  enabled  to  say, 
that  it  met  the  disapprobation,  and  excited  the 
discontent  of  the  grave,  the  reflecting,  and  the 
deliberate;  and  such  he  believed  to  be  the  case 
with  an  immense  majority  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. With  this  impression,  had  he  voted  for  the 
law,  he  should  now  vote  to  repeal  it ;  having 
voted  against  it,  it  furnished  an  additional  reason 


for  its  repeal,  besides  those  which  bad  influenced 

him  originally  against  it. 

If  this  respect  were  not  paid  to  a  deliberate 
expression  of  public  opinion,  he  said  that  the 
practice  of  the  Government  would  be  in  direct 
hostility  with  its  theory,  and  the  principle  on 
which  it  was  founded.  We  were  sent  here  to  rep- 
resent the  people.  If,  then,  we  knew  their  wishei, 
upon  a  particular  subject,  and  yet  did  not  pursue 
them,  was  it  not  a  solecism,  was  it  not  a  contra- 
diction in  terms,  to  say  that  we  represented  them  1 
He  thought,  as  had  been  said  upon  another  occa- 
sion, that  the  House  of  Representatives  ought  to 
be  the  '•  image  of  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of 
their  constituents."  Establish  a  contrary  doc- 
trine, and  there  is  an  end  of  representative  Gov- 
ernment. 

He  said,  he  had  been  gratified  by  the  declara- 
tion made  by  the  member  from  Kentucky,  in  the 
opening  of   this  debate,  that   he  meant  to  avoid 
everything  like  excitement;  it  had  been  his  pur- 
pose, too,  not  to  have   uttered  a  word  calculated 
to  excite  the   least  feeling,  or  awaken  the  least 
sensibility  ;  the  subject  was  one  of  sufficient  dif- 
ficulty and   delicacy  in    itself,  without  adding  to 
them  by  the  course  which  the  debate  took  in  this 
House.     He  was  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia   had,  on   yesterday,  made  use  of  an  ex- 
pression as  singular,  as  it  was  unwarrantable,  to 
this  effect:  that  he  had  as  soon   be  caught  with 
his   hand    in    his  neighbor's    pocket,  as   to   vote 
against  the   bill  and   receive  the  money.     In  re- 
ceiving the  compensation  as  fixed  by  law,  he  said 
that  he  had  acted  as  he  thought  right— he  did 
not  owe  an  account  of  his  conduct  upon  this 
subject,  either  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
or   to  the  House;  he    was   accountable    for  his 
conduct  upon  that  occasion,  as  well  as  all  others 
in  his  public  life,  to  another  tribunal,  to  his  con- 
stituents, to  whom  he  hoped  and  expected  to  jus- 
tify himself;  if  he  did  not,  they  knew  their  rem- 
edy.    He   would,   however,   make    this    remark, 
that  before  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could 
attach  blame  to  him,  that  gentleman  must  first 
do  what  he,  Mr.  B..  certainly  should  not  do;  that 
is,  he  must  ascribe  improper  motives  to  himself, 
and  those  who  voted  with  him;  because,  he  said, 
It  could  not  be  improper  in   hira  to  receive  mo- 
ney, which  was   honorably  and  fairly  acquired. 
Believing  the  motives  of  those  who  voted  for  the 
law   to  be  pure,  it  was  thus  acquired.     But,  he 
said,  he  would  not  pursue  these  remarks  further  ; 
he  would  conclude   by  expressing  his  wish  that 
the  bill  upon  the  table  might  pass. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  leave  to  explain.  He 
hardly  knew  how,  he  said,  to  express  the  disap- 
pointment he  felt  at  having  occasioned,  by  the 
few  remarks  he  yesterday  expressed,  the  strong 
excitement  which  gentlemen  appeared  to  feel. 
He  recalled  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
original  declaration  on  his  part,  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  He  had  said,  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill — when  it  was  impossible  to  know 
who  were  in  favor  of  it;  when  the  decision  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  led  him  <o  be- 
lieve that  a  very  large  majority  indeed  were  in 
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bf  ^  pockei,  as  vot 
itii»|noDey.  '  And  t 
TA^Ja  to-day-  told  tl 


l^.t^ir  R. 

f}|^r  of  the  bill— yes,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  say  a 
Pl^^i  (^^^  ^'^  repealed  the  assertion.)  that  he 
nnj*as  lief  be  caught  with  his  hand  in  his  neigh- 
biT*  pockei,  as  vote  against  the  bill  and  receive 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
he  House,  that  this  sentintient 
tAijpeopIe  rave  ratified,  by  declaring  what  he 
(Hi  R-)  ^'ould  not  here  repeat.  He  had.  he 
sar^*  at  the  last  session  and  now.  pronounced  a 
ruj^of  actiott  for  himself;  he  had  not  set  up  his 
opinion  as  a  code  of  morality  for  others.  He  had. 
h^^id.  a  ri^ht  to  his  opinion;  he  wasglad  to  find 
hil^pinion-  had  influenced  the  conduct  of  one 
hf^orable  -nember.  The  declaration  he  had 
mfAe  at  the  last  session — for  he  hardly  now 
k^Jw  who  had  voted  for  and  who  against  the 
1*^;  who  took  the  money  he  was  profoundly 
ic^Ajrant.  w.ih  the  exception  of  two  individuals. 
h|rtiself  and  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Tccker)— that 
if-laratioD   he   now   repeated.     I  stand   on    this 
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fljfjr  (said  Mr.  R.)  under  circumstances  peculiar. 
l^is  a  great  while  ago  since  I  made  another  de- 
cJ>t.iii\on — I  am  really  reminded  sometimes  of 
^    exclamation  of  poor  old  King  Lear — 

!    I        "  Tl.e  little  dogs  and  all, 

^rrfy,  Blanrhe,  apd  Sweetheart,  see,  they  bark  at  mc  !" 

'  ilonoralle  gentlemen  are  mistaken.     So  long 

t£  )  stand  on  this  floor  uncorrected — [Mr.  Bar- 

fcjtljR  here  rose,  and  begged  leave  to  a>k,  whether 

■^•i  gentleman,  in  his  Stiaksperian  quotation,  re- 

^Ijfcting  Tray,  Blanche.  <fcc..  had  any  allusion  to 

j^ji  ?     If  he  had.  he  should   like  to  hear  from 

l^iji.]     I  believe,  said   Mr.  R.,  I   am   entitled  to 

\^<i  floor — i  am  under  the  correction  of  the  Chair. 

••  said  he  was  not  under  any  excitement  ;  he 

tl   risen   with   no   such   view  as  to  produce  it. 

<t  had  ri>cn  for  the   purpose  of  stating,  that,  so 

tig  as  the  presiding  officer  of  this  House  deemed 

A:|  language  parliamentary,  he  held  himself  re- 

^'AUbible  for  It  to  no  man  out  of  the  House,  but 

Sf^is  own  Will  and   pleasure.     The  Speaker  of 

^)s  House,  he  said,  was  appointed  by  the  House 

^|)reserve  decorum  and  the  order  of  debate.    So 

^jkg  as  hr.  said  Mr.  R..  permits  me  to  go   on 

\.,'i(C becked.  1  will  express  my  opinion  on  this  and 

fcjv^ry  oihtr  subject,  without  restraint.    The  time 

lfi«  gone  by.  sir — my  situation  as  well  as  the  sil- 

i}a:tion  of  other  honorable  members  on  this  floor 

il^hangej  ;  the  time  has  passed,  wben  I  might 

'^y  like  another  of  Shakspeare's  characters,  who. 

/'not   witty   himself,  was  ihe  cause  of   wit  in 

Jlbers — when  if  not  great  myself,  I  could  be  the 

•^s^use  of  greatness  in  others.     No  man  can  now 

Aiise  himself  to  eminence  by  flying  at  my  throat, 

4r  barking  at  my  heels. 

r  It  appeared  lo  him,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  an  excite- 
j^Ment  had   been   raised    on   this  occasion,  whicli 

IHquestiqnabty  he  had  not  himself  felt  until  to- 
Jy,  if  he  felt  it  now.  During  the  last  session  of 
;pngressi  he  said,  it  would  be  well  recollected. 
^•t  had  niade  a  proposition  th  a  the  act  should 
4aike  effect,  not  during  the  present  Congress,  but 
%}  a  future  time.  That  propo.-ition  had  been 
vVerruletl  on  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
y^p€aker,:ihai  it  seemed  to  him  more  proper  that 


each  Congress  should  assess  its  own  wages.     An 
observation  had  been  made  also  by  an  honorable 
and  venerable    member   from   Massachusetts  on 
that   occasion,   which  bad  its  proper  weight,  in 
consequence  of  which  Mr.  R.  had  withdrawn 
his  motion.     But  was  it   not   competent  for  any 
honorable  member   to  have  renewed  it?     Why 
had  not  this  vituperated  law  been  opposed  at  the 
last  session    with    more  energy,  eloquence,  and 
argument?     Why   had  the  opposition   been  re- 
served  to  this  session  of  Congress?     Why  had 
not  gentlemen    brought   forward    their   proposi- 
tions, and   put  them   by  yeas  and   nays,  on    the 
journal    of  this    House?     Why.   said   Mr.  R.,  i 
recollect  perfectly — I  must  be  excused  in  saying 
ii — I  recollect  distinctly,  that  the  division  in  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  thai  bill  was 
not  the  same  as  the  division  in  the  House,  and 
the  argument  at  the  fireside  was  unquestionably 
not  in  every  case  ihe  argument  on   the  floor.     I 
bring  forward   no  charge  against  any  member — 
but  the  fact  was  as  stated.     The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  says  he  will    not  account  lo  me  for  his 
conduct.     Have  I  called   on   any  man  to  do  so  ? 
I  have  asserted  my  principles  merely,  and  I  will 
maintain  them. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  risen  barely  for  the  purpose 
of  explanation  ;  bul,  being  on  the  floor,  he  hoped 
he  might  be  permitted  to  make  one  remark  on 
ihe  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, which  certainly  had  created  much 
mirth.  I  had  hoped,  said  Mr.  R.,  they  would 
have  allayed  the  asperity  which  had  been  exci- 
ted, which  I  dislike  to  meet — not  certainly  be- 
cause 1  am  afraid  of  it.  But.  I  am  about  the 
clo^e  of  my  parliamentary  career,  and  should  be 
sorry  to  go  out  of  the  world  out  of  charity  with 
any  man,  from  the  highest  to  ihe  lowest — from 
Alpha  to  Omega.  I  should  wish  to  close  my 
pulitical.  as  my  physical  life,  in  peace  with  all 
mankind  ;  but.  if  it  must  be  closed,  with  my 
back  against  the  wall,  not  in  charily  but  in  strife, 
be  it  so  ! — I  submit. 

Mr.  Barbour  said  that,  in  the  few  remarks 
which  be  had  this  morning  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee, he  had  reference  to  what  he  thuughl,  and 
had  called  an  unwarrantable  expression  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  ;  and,  be  thought,  had 
parted  with  him  as  lightly  as  the  occasion  would 
permit.  When,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  rose,  1  asked  the 
a;entleman  whether  he  alluded  to  me  in  bis 
Sbaksperian  quotation  ;  the  gentleman  declined 
an  explanation,  and  afterwards  look  occasion  lo 
say.  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  responsible, 
eiiher  in  or  out  of  the  House,  for  what  he  said 
on  this  floor.  On  this  occasion,  said  Mr.  B..  I 
will  only  remark  that,  in  regard  to  a  gentleman 
having  thus  disavowed  responsibility  for  any- 
thing said  here,  it  is  not  material  to  any  one  what 
he  says. 

Mr.  Randolph  begged  pardon  of  the  House — 
he  begged  pardon  for  again  rising.  The  inter- 
ruption of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  been 
unparliamentary — an  interruption  with  the  pal- 
lid face  and  tongue  of  passion  was  not  that  sort 
of  interruption,  Mr.  R.  said,  which  he  would  ac- 
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knowledge  on  this  floor.     No  man,  said  Mr.  R.. 
has  a  right  to  ask   me,  in  debating  on  general 
topics,  if  I  alluded  to  him.     I  am  addressing  the 
Chair,  the  country,  and  the  House  ;  and  no  man 
has  a  right  to  say  do  you  mean  me?     Because,  if 
he  has,  every  man   in  the   House  has  a  right  to 
get  up,  and  say  and  me,  and  nu?,  and  me.     I  spoke 
a  priori,  said  Mr.  R.,  before  the  bill  passed.    Let 
oiriers  make  rules  for  themselves.     I  never  called 
on  the  honorable  gentleman   to  give  me  an  ac- 
count of  his  conduct,  or  of  his  pay.     I  know  no- 
thing of  his  money,  nor  how  he  has  expended  it ; 
Dor  do  I  care.     It  is  a  matter,  as  he  has  properly 
said,  for  him  and   his   constituents.     What,  Mr. 
asked,  was  to  be  the  consequence  of  this  kind  of 
admission?     It  was  not   for  him   to  pursue  it. 
What  was  to  become  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
on  this  floor,  if,  so  long  as  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  did  not  think  proper   to  interpose — and, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  never  found  any  backward- 
ness on  their  part  in  calling  hirii  to  order — if  a 
man,  speaking  his  opinions,  talking  about  public 
affiirs  in   the  general,   is  to   be   catched  up,  he 
would  not  say  by  any  drawcansir  who  happened 
to  get   into   that  House,  but   by   any  man   who 
thinks  he  may  obtain  distinction,  or  show  his 
valor,  by  marking  any  individual  on  this  floor? 
In  regard  to  getting  rid  of  responsibility,  said  Mr. 
R.,  the  honorable  gentleman  may  place  that  on 
what  footing  he  pleases.     I  disavow  the  right  of 
any  man  to  rise  upon   this  floor,  and  demand  of 
me  whether  I  allude  to  him  when  I  make  use  of 
a  general  expression.     There  are  many  individu- 
als in  ttiis   House  whom   I  do  not  know,  for  I 
never  met  them  in  the  House  or  out  of  it ;  they 
would  any  of  them,  Mr.  R.  intimated,  have  the 
same  right  to  demand  explanation.    He  was  very 
sorry,  extremely  sorry,  he  said,  the  matter  had 
taken  this  turn.  As  he  said  before,  although  there 
was  some  little  of  feeling  on  his  part  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  there  was  nothing  of  passion. 

Mr.  Wright  said:  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
be  indulged  while  I  present  my  view  of  the  late 
compensation  bill  at  the  lime  of  its  passage,  and 
also  my  objections  to  its  repeal  at  this  time,  al- 
though I  should  still  prefer  its  modification  to  a 
per  diem  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  ;  as  it  would 
be  better  understood  and  preferred  by  the  people. 
Sir,  in  order,  distinctly  to  present  my  viewof  the 
subject,  I  must  be  permitted  to  take  a  review  of 
the  compensation  given  to  the  old  Congress,  prior 
to  the  establishment  of  the  present  Constitution. 
A  compensation  was  fixed,  by  each  State  Legis- 
lature, for  its  own  members. at  a  time  when  money 
was  of  great  value;  when  the  finances  of  the 
States  were  humble,  and  in  a  body  where  the 
members  of  Congress  had  no  control.  That  the 
State  of  Maryland  gave  her  members  of  Congress 
eight  dollars  per  day,  and  the  same  Legislature, 
at  the  same  time,  gave  her  own  members  two 
dollars  per  day,  which  she  has  long  since  increased 
to  four  dollars  per  day,  a  measure  justified  by  the 
depreciation  of  money,  ascertained  by  the  rise  of 
every  necessary  of  life — so  that,  on  the  passage  of 
the  compensation  bill,  I  really  felt  myself  quasi 


instracted   by  the  conduct  of  the   Legislature  of 
my  own  Siate  to  increase   the  compensation  of 
the  members.     1  never  conceived,  that  the  mak- 
ing the  compensation  commence  with  the  session, 
the  invariable  practice  of  the  State  Legislatures 
could  be  liable  to  reprehension.     I  therefore  felt 
myself  justified  by  the  example  of  Maryland,  in 
the  commencement  and  extension  of  the  compen- 
sation, also  by  my  own  knowledge  of  the  sacrifices 
I  had  made, and  the  conviction  on  my  own  mind 
of  the  justice  of  givino;  the  value  of  the  sum  fixed 
on  in  1789.     It  was  the  substantial  value  of  the 
compensation  I  felt  myself  entitled  to.  and  did  not 
believe  that  value  would  be  exceeded  by  the  com- 
pensation bill.     Would  any  man  in  the  commu- 
nity be  satisfied  with  the  price  given  in  1789,  for 
any  article  of  life  he  had  to  dispose  of,  nay.  would 
he  not  laugh  even  at  a  member  of  Congress  who 
should  be  simple  enough  to  make  him  such  a  pro- 
position, although   backed  by  the  remark  of  the 
unchanged  state  of  his  own  compensation  ?     Sir, 
was  the  six  dollars,  in  1789,  considered  a  just  com- 
pensation ?  was  the  value  of  that  compensatioa 
substaniially  increased  by  the  late  compensatioa 
bill  ?  are  questions  that  irresistibly  force  them- 
selves on  the  mind,  in  the  consideration  and  just 
decision   of  the  question.     Sir,    we   have    been 
charged  with  a  want  of  delicacy  upon  the  subject, 
and  with  the  political  heresy  of  raising  our  own 
compensation.   By  the  Constitution,  it  is  expressly- 
provided,  that  the  members  of  Cbngress  "shall 
receive  a  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be 
fixed  by  law,"  and  they  of  course  must  in  the  first 
instance  make  that  law.     Congress  in  1789,  in  the 
exercise  of  tiiat  power,  thus  necessarily  and  con- 
stitutionally devolved  upon  them,  acted  a  mod- 
est  and  self-denying  part,  and  no  doubt  with  an 
eye  to  the  popularity  of  their  infant  Republic,  bf 
reducing  the   compensation  from  eight  dollars, 
heretofore  given,  as  I  have  shown,  to  six  dollars 
per  day,  whose  conduct  upon  that  occasion  justi- 
fied the  confidence  that  had  been  reposed  in  them. 
And   here  permit  me  to  remind  gentlemen,  that 
an  amendment  was  proposed  to  the  Constitution, 
"  to  limit  the  power  of  Congress  in  the  increase 
of  their  compensation,  so  as  to  make  it  take  effect 
only  at  a  future  Congress,"  and  that  amendment 
was  rejected  by  the  States;  hence  it  appears  that 
the    very   objections  now  urged  by  the  Boston 
Hartford  Convention  gentry  had  been  overruled 
by  the  people,  who  were  not  afraid  to  trust  Con- 
gress, originally,  to  fix  their  compensation,  or  to 
raise  it,  when,  in  their  discretion,  it  became  ne- 
cessary, and  refused  to  tarnish  the  fair  fame  of 
their  own  Repreoentatives.  selected  by  themselves, 
as  the  Constitutional  sentinels  of  their  lives,  their 
liberties,  and  their  fortunes,  by  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment.     Sir,  at  the  time  Congress  fixed  their 
own   compensation  at  six  dollars,  they  fixed  the 
compensation  of  most  of  the  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and,  strange  as  it  may  be  to  tell,  we  are 
charged  in  the  face  of  the  world,  in  the  passage 
of  the  compensation   bill,  with  raising  our  own 
compensation  and  leaving  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  Qovernmeni  as  they  were.     Sir,  I 
will  detect  and  expose  the  unfounded  calumny 
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\r^  Showing  the  state  of  the  compensation  then 
gv^n  to  the  respective  officers  of  Government, 
a*i(i  their  present  compensations.  In  1789  the 
<^r<ipensation  to  ihe  President  wasfixed  attwenty- 
fl^v«<  thousartd  dollars,  when  Washington,  the 
l^vprite  of  the  nation,  presided,  with  the  use  of  the 
iirpiture,  and  other  effects,  then  in  his  possession 
v-ifDging  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Adams,  at 
;^e;Commeniemeni  of  his  Administration,  in  ad- 
(riipn  10  the  ^wenly-five  thousand  dollars  per  year, 
va!<  alloweii  fourteen  thousand  doilarii  for  his 
tf^rti  of  fouj-  years  to  supply  himself  with  furni- 
1Xfi»-  Mr.  4pff'?''son,  during  his  Administration, 
\fHA  allowed  also  fourteen  thousand  dollars  for  the 
taint*?  purpo;-?e.  Mr.  Madison,  at  the  comraence- 
l*Cpt  of  his  Administration,  wasaliowed  fourteen 
Ao^saiid  dt.-llars  for  the  same  purpose,  and  after 
t^ejconflagrjilion  of  the  President's  house,  an  ad- 
(tii»*)nal  sunj  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  was 
(i^'jwed,  wUch  I  understand  has  not  been  expend- 
f^-!  Thus  you  see  how  the  President's  original 
C'Jripensati-in  has  been  increased.  In  1789,  the 
^fdretarifs  vof  the  Departments  were  allowed, 
S(.*Me  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  others 
rt^ie  thouM^nd  dollars  ;  those  of  the  first  class 
b^V^  long  si^ce  been  allowed  five  thousand  dol- 
iifi>^  and  thc^e  of  the  second  class,  four  thousand 
fiit'e  hundred  dollars  ;  thus  adding  fifteen  hundred 
dpiljirs  to  eat'h  Head  of  a  Department.  In  1789  the 
siijairies  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
eWblished  ;  to  the  Chief  Justice,  four  thousand 
<b^[ars,  to  tlie  associate  Justices,  three  thousand 
£^hundre^|  dollars  each.  These  compensations 
'^i^e  predio.^ted  on  the  laborscontemporaneously 
a-jijned  th»i'm,  which  have  been  reduced  one- 
hj^^iand  wiiil  therefore  justify  their  present  al 
ld[>ance  it  it  conceived  in  the  opinion  of  every 
bSji  of  reflt*^tion,  who  will  examine  into  the  case. 
/^  (he  time^^f  fixing  their  compensation,  the  Uni- 
t4MJ|  Slates  <irere  divided  into  three  circuits,  and 
t\?>(i  of  the  Judges  assigned  to  ride  each  circuit, 
tj^ipe  a  yesi ;  and  the  Supreme  Court,  then  di- 
•  r^fcd  to  b<i  held  twice  a  year,  at  the  Seat  of 
j  ^fernmed;;.  This  was  soon  found  impracticable, 
'  1^*4  to  defy.^he  physical  powers  of  men  of  their 
}Wji  siandiVig  and  respectability.  The  United 
^hies  werejaflerwards  divided  into  six  circuits, 
iijl^ione  of  ;|ie  Judgesof  the  Supreme  Court  was 
tjlljn^'l  Jo  ^ach  circuit,  to  act  with  the  Judge  of 
l^^istrict  «s  a  circuit  court;  and  the  Supreme 
(j^Jrt  redu^rd  to  one  session  per  year,  at  the 
W|l  uf  Ga.t^ernment  ;  and  now,  by  a  bill  on  the 
t!^*e.  It  is  f  ^nteroplaied  to  relieve  the  Judges  of 
l£-e<  Supren^e  Court  from  the  labor  of  circuit 
pktifces,  so  ojs  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  high 
\iii*!tes  of  tj.e  Supreme  Court,  which  ihey  have 
lji?<i  compiilled  to  adjourn  before  half  the  im- 
f*fjant  bu^.'ness  of  the  nation  was  finished,  in 
c^.*^r  to  pefform  the  less  important  duties  of  the 
c»;^luii  cuujt — which  bill  I  hope  and  trust  will 
rjni\  becon'if  a  law. 

f(i  1789,iihe  Attorney  General  was  allowed  a 
4ry  of  fj;-ieen  hundred  dollars;  in  1792,  four 
sdred  d'^llars  were  added  to  his  salary.  In 
tj|^7,  five  ^)jndred  dollars  more  were  added  to 
^1  salary,  j  In  1804,  his  salary  was  raised  to  three 
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thousand  dofHirs,  and  this  day  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  was  received  in  this  House,  to  furnish  the 
Attorney  General  with  an  office,  fuel,  and  sta- 
tionery. In  1789,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  had 
each  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  but  they  now  each 
are  allowed  three  thousand  dollars  :  and  yet,  after 
the  increase  of  the  compensation  of  all  the  offi- 
cers of  Government,  and  of  many,  by  adding  to 
their  compensation  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole 
compensation  allowed  by  the  bill  to  members  of 
Congress  ;  and  after  permitting  our  own  compen- 
sation to  remain  at  six  dollars  per  day,  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  we  are  charged  by  dem- 
agogues with  raising  our  own  compen>ationsand 
leaving  the  officers  of  Government  neglected: 
and  the  party  printers,  from  one  end  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  other,  have  been  engaged  in 
fanning  the  unhallowed  flame,  to  destroy  the  fair 
fame  of  patriots,  I  will  not  j-ay  worn  out,  though 
grown  gray  in  the  public  service;  who  had  just 
before,  by  their  exertions,  brought  an  honorable 
war  to  a  glorious  conclusion,  and  thereby  obtained 
for  this  nation  imperishable  laurels.  Sir,  it  will 
be  recollected,  that,  twice  during  the  war.  a  pro- 
position was  made,  to  increase  our  compensaiion 
which  was  twice  rejected,  and  I  perfectly  recol- 
lect myself  remarking,  ''  that  while  our  citizens 
'  were  engai;ed  in  the  tented  field,  in  the  defence 
*  of  our  common  country,  we  ought  to  be  content 
'  to  fill  our  less  arduous  legislative  functions,  for 
'  the  compensation  then  allowed,  but,  as  soon  as 
'  peace  was  established,  I  should  most  cordially 
'  concur  in  its  increase."  Sir,  I  last  session  ex- 
pressed my  preference  of  raising  the  cnnopensa- 
tion,  by  an  increase  of  the  per  diem,  though  I  arn 
satisfied  there  do  not  exi&t  any  solid  objections  to 
the  system,  modified  as  it  was  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  that  distinguished  statesman,  in 
his  Notes  on  Virginia,  advised  their  convention 
to  adopt  such  a  system,  for  their  judiciary  and 
Council ;  an^  I  satisfied  my  constituents,  that  as 
10  the  judiciary,  it  would  improve  our  judicial 
mode  of  compensation,  if  it  was  not  a  preferable 
mode  of  paying  the  members  of  Congress.  They 
admitted  that  a  member  of  Congress  ought  to 
have  as  much  as  a  judge  per  day,  at  leasi ;  as  the 
judge's  duties  were  more  at  home,  whereby  they 
could  better  attend  to  their  domestic  concerns, 
and  were  not  subject  to  half  the  expenses  of 
members  of  Congress.  I  staled  to  them  the  vast 
number  of  cases  of  claims  against  the  United 
States,  which  could  not  be  sued  ;  which  Con- 
gress had  judicially  to  decide  on;  and  the  vast 
amount  of  these  claims,  exceeding  in  value  all 
the  controverted  cases,  before  all  the  judges  of 
Maryland;  and  I  presented  to  them  the  last  re- 
port made  to  the  Legii-lature  of  Maryland,  show- 
ing the  number  of  days  each  of  the  judges  of 
Maryland  had  attended  that  year,  giving  in  no 
case  less  than  twenty  five  dollars  per  oay  ;  and  I 
pointed  their  attention  particularly  to  the  com- 
pensation which  one  of  their  judges  had  re- 
ceived, amounting  to  seventy  dollars  per  day  — 
who,  on  the  4ib  of  July  last,  bad  the  temerity  to 
drinit    the    toast,     'The    Fourteenth   Congress — 
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Charity  begins  at  home" — which,  I  understood, 
he  had  a  bund  in  making  too — and  I  informed 
ihem  that  the  district  judge  of  Maryland,  who 
drank  and  aided  in  making  ihe  said  toast,  had.  I 
had  no  doubt,  never  received  less  than  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  day,  which  I  had  endeavored  in 
Tain  to  ascertain,  by  a  letter  to  the  clerk  of  the 
district  court.  I  showed  them  also,  by  the  same 
report,  that  a  judge  in  Baltimore  had  received  at 
the  rate  of  $140  per  day  for  his  attendance  the 
same  year.  I  remarked  to  the  people,  that  if  a 
juryman  was  absent  one  day,  he  lost  his  per  diem, 
and  that,  peradventure,  the  very  judge  who  had 
been  absent  a  week,  receiving  his  compensation 
as  fully  as  if  he  had  attended,  had  to  perform  the 
extraordinary  task  of  finiog  that  juryman  for  his 
day's  ab:>ence.  I  remarked,  that  I  represented 
thirty-five  thousand  people,  who,  if  they  were 
taxed,  directly,  to  pay  my  compensation,  would 
not  be  compelled  to  pay  four  cents  and  a  half  per 
head — a  sum  not  equal  to  th«  price  of  half  a  gill 
of  whiskey — and  that  I  never  could  believe  tbat 
such  a  petty  sum  could  ever  induce  one  man  to 
discard  me.  who  had  never  been  charged  with  a 
bad  vote  since  I  have  been  honored  with  a  seat 
iu  Congress;  and  I  well  know  how  much  they 
appreciated  my  late  conduct  in  opposing  the  spe- 
cie payment  bill,  which  had  saved  this  nation 
from  ilie  mo>l  intolerable  oppression,  if  not  from 
a  civil  war.  And  I  can  assure  you,  gentlemen, 
that  my  remarks,  which  had  a  double  aspect,  had 
the  desired  effect.  Thus,  sir.  we  trace  the  clam- 
ors against  the  compensaiion  bill  to  the  union  of 
such  toast-makers  with  ilie  Knights  of  the  Lamp- 
black, who  ascended  the  whirlwind  to  direct  the 
storm,  and  who,  lo  gratify  their  political  parti- 
sans, eacli  charged  the  opposite  party  with  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  thereby  got  us  between 
two  fires.  Such  a  scene  was  acted  near  the  Del- 
aware line.  On  one  side  it  was  charged  on  the 
Republicans,  and,  on  llie  other,  on  the  Federal- 
ists;  and  this  is  what  is  called  the  evidence  of 
the  popular  opinion.  Sir,  the  liberty  of  the  press 
is  all-ituportant  to  ihe  preservation  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  but  its  licentiousness  is  bane- 
ful 10  their  happines>  and  dangerous  to  their  lib- 
erties. And  wtiile  I  execrate  itie  wretch  who 
can  pollute  his  press  by  the  envenomed  shafts 
of  slander  from  behind  his  masked  battery,  aim- 
ing their  deadly  poison  at  the  fair  fame  of  ihe 
most  distinguished  patriots  of  America,  I  am 
bound  in  justice  to  admire  those  primers  who 
adopt  the  maxim — tie  quid  falsi,  dicere  audeat, 
ne  quid  reri  non  audeat — and  hail  him  as  my 
coiiipalriol,  devoted  to  the  preservation  of  the 
liberties  of  his  country.  Sir,  we  have  been  just 
now  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman  Iroin  Ken- 
lucky,  (,Mr.  D£8UA,)  in  the  language  of  warning, 
what  are  the  seniiiuents  uf  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  how  all-important  it  is  to  repeal  the 
law  ;  that  they  were  not  satisfied  even  wiih  him, 
although  he  voted  against  the  law,  because  he 
received  the  money.  Tlial  gentleman  jusi  in- 
formed me  thai  wtiea  he  leii  home  corn  was 
twenty  cents  a  bushel,  and  ooe  of  the  officers  of 
this  House  informed  me  when   I  arrived   here 


that  Indian  meal  was  three  dollars  a  bushel;  so 
that  really  a  Kentucktan  was  little  qualified  to 
judge  of  the  compensation  necessary  to  support 
a  gentleman  genteelly  here,  particularly  if  we 
could  believe  the  story,  which  I  always  thought 
fabulous,  as  to  the  luxuriant  growth  of  the  arti- 
cles of  that  country,  although  from  high  author- 
ity. '•  that  a  cane  stuck  down  to  mark  the  growth 
of  a  hill  of  c»rn,  had  been  forgotten  a  few  days, 
and  had  itself  produced  two  nubbins!"  And 
where  chickens,  pigs,  and  all  kinds  of  poultry, 
are  said  to  grow  spontaneously.  If  that  gentle- 
man had  been  so  kind  as  to  have  given  us  this 
warning  at  the  passage  of  the  bill,  we  might 
have  avoided  the  political  rock  on  which  so  many 
of  the  members  have  been  shipwrecked,  but  un- 
fortunately for  us,  upon  that  occasion,  that  gen- 
tleman, and  most  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  observed  the  most  dignified  si- 
lence, and.  although  they  were  defeated  in  their 
opposition  to  the  bill,  they  appeared  to  me  to  bear 
their  defeat  like  philosophers.  He  tells  us  that 
the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  Congress  ought 
to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  compensaiion; 
and  that  the  people  have  instructed  us,  by  a  gen- 
eral expression  of  their  disapprobation  of  the  bill, 
and  that  they  ought  to  be  obeyed.  Sir.  that  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor  is  a  strong  induce- 
ment, I  readily  admit,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  part  of  the  compensation,  I  cannot 
believe,  particularly  when  I  reflect  that  a  dish  of 
that  article,  however  elegantly  dressed,  even  by 
a  French  cook,  would  make  but  lean  diet. 

Sir,  I  am  constrained  to   remark,  in    reply  to 
gentlemen,  on  this  subject,  who  are  reprobaiing 
the  measure,and  thus  inculpating  themselves — for 
they  all   took   the  money,  except  one,   notwith- 
standing my  advice  at  the  lime  of  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  when  I  proposed  that  a  clause  should  be 
inserted  to  amend  itie  bill  so  as  to  excuse  honor- 
able gentlemen  from  receiving  the  increase  of  the 
compensatian,  lest  they  might  be  subjected  to  the 
unkind  remark.  "  that  the  receiver  was  as  bad  as 
the  thief — and  who,  after  receiving  the  money, 
condemn  the  measure:  Mala  avis  sua  qutz  cacat 
in  niJt.     It  is  an  ill  bird  that  defiles  its  own  nest. 
I  have  now  shown  you  the  principles  upon  whicti 
I  advocated  the  bill,  as  it  related  to  com[>ensatioQ 
of  the  members.     I  must  now  beg  your  atieniion 
lo  the  great  considerations  of  Slate,  wiiich,  in  a 
political  point  of  view,  ought  and  will  have  their 
influence.    Our  Government  is  composed  of  ttiree 
branches,  the  Legislative,  the  Executive,  and  the 
Judiciary.     These  branches  are  co-ordinate,  and 
ought   to   be  independent  of  each  other.      The 
compensaiion   which  they  receive  is  directed  in 
the  same  terms  by  tlie  Constitution,  and  ouglit  to 
be  a  compensation  suited  alike  to  the  remunera- 
tion of  all   the  departments,  so  as  noi  to  leave 
either  under  the  influence  of  the  other,  and  there- 
by endanger  iheir  respective  independence.    The 
Legislature  holds  the  first  rank,  and  n  the  body 
assigned   by  the   Consiiiutioa   to  investigate  the 
conduct  of  the   Executive  and   the  Judiciary,  in 
the    discharge    of  their   executive   and  judicial 
functions.     The  House  of  Representatives  is  the 
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and  inqifpst  of  the  nation  to  investigate  the 
HVnces  of  !the  officers  of  Government,  and,  by 
i^^eachmfWt.  present  their  corrupt  violations  of 
i^E^lawanij  the  Constitution,  which  the  Senate 
'jgedirecteij  to  try;  hence  the  necessity  that  the 
^/'(♦pie  shoi/ld  possess  such  a  patronage  as  would 
&j*)  the  Representatives  to  them,  and  secure  the 
ig^est  discjiarge  of  these  important  duties.  The 
V^jt^iident  jjossesses  such  a  patronajje  as,  in  cor- 
rifci  handsiwith  a  corruptible  Legislature,  might 
t.^^nge'  t^e  liberties  of  the  people,  and  ought  to 
h^  t:uart*^ed  agamst  by  a  retroactive  patronage  of 
f^'; people  J  that  in  the  ratio  the  compensation  of 
^JSi!jLegisl^ure  is  extended,  in  the  same  ratio  the 
jjjt4on*g*  if  'he  people  is  increased,  and  the  iib- 
rjr.;ies  of  t^)je  people  secured.     The  appointment 


i 


I 


I 


1 


«^.  iheir  Representatives  is  the  act  of  the  people, 
iM\  the  ctjmpensation  to  their  Representatives 
^Joniy  p^tronaje  the  people  possess, 

»»!^ir,  in  tl^e  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
A'sident,  hy  impeachment,  with  his  immense 
tronage.ty  members  so  poorly  paid,  what  might 
i  be  the  t:ase.  in  corrupt  times,  with  a  corrupt 
vsident,  |vhen  the  corruption  of  one  more  than 
,»Je  third  o|'  the  Senate,  if  the  House  of  Repre- 
^rtatives  jhould  be  found  incorruptible,  would 
d^tat  all  tie  salutary  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
t'Sfi,  and  rfndaoger  the  liberties  of  the  people  ! 
ISjj|.  sir,  it  K  worthy  our  consideration,  what  may 
ijjt;bc  legi'falively  effected,  when  we  see  thePre- 
*;  jltnt  of  ttjis  widely  extended  empire,  possessed 
;jfit  greate!>  patronage  than  any  potentate  in  Eu- 
-^^#t  and  v^hen  we  cast  our  eyes  across  the  At- 
^i-JdC  andisee  a  nation  whose  Government  was 
*rt4e  the  blasted  palladium  of  Engli-^h  liberties. 
^*  which  ^as  a^  well  calculated  a«  a  kingly  gov- 
Wjif^ent  C(fuld  be  to  secure  them,  if  executed 
i*i|iieeably  ij^  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  instru- 
rg^eyit.  but  L-y  borough  elections,  and  the  patron- 
[fi|  of  the  prown,  that  constitution  has  been  de- 
lved, by  (-Englishmen  themselves,  to   have  lost 

iSts  valui  in  the  preservation  of  their  liberties. 
■Hiire,  sir.  ^we  see  the  Minister  always  enabled 
i^^ad  a  mjijority.  by  the  power  of  the  Crown,  to 
ijljoint  the^members  of  Parliament  (who  receive 
"^J  J;ompen^ation  as  members)  lo  office,  io*be  held 
$^lVDg  tbejpleasure  of  the  Crown,  and  who  are 
U^jeby  as  ^asily  led  by  the  Minister,  as  a  herds- 
i^Jn  wouldj  lead  his  pigs  with  a  basket  of  corn. 
Jj^d  here,  Although  a  member  of  Congress  can- 
»i^t;hold  an^office  while  he  is  a  member,  his  friend. 
l^|\is  influence,  might,  and  even  lo  the  mem- 
hif*s  own  benefit ;  cr  he  himself  mightbe  appointed 
f^:.  pffice,  a^d.  on  resigning  his  seat,  might  hold 
Cl*4same.  jThis  bill,  sir,  securing  the  small  pat- 
MUige  of  iQfteen  hundred  dollars  per  year,  and 
^f*^^  It  theMevotion  of  the  Representative  lo  the 
fjAi^le,  18  i(OW  proposed  to  be  repealed,  as  being 
Opiox'ous  JO  the  people,  and  we  are  told  by  an 
l.'^aorable  {Jentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
ji^^le  fronn  the  mountains  of  that  State  have  in- 
dicted hira.  1  am  satisfied  of  that  fact;  but  I 
%ye  no  d<;ubi  their  instructions  have  been  pre- 
(ip:>teJ  upan  the  misrepresentation  of  the  mean- 
Ulijof  the  jaw.  from  the  false  clamors  in  circula- 
N)^  by  thejtypographical  gentry,  who  have  made 


them  believe  that  the  fifteen  hundred  dollars  was 
to  be  paid,  even  if  the  members  never  attended  a 
single  day  ;  and  I  much  doubt  whether  they  ever 
saw  the  law.  or  whether,  if  they  had,  they  could 
understand  it,  unless  it  was  translated  into  Dutch. 
As  to  my  own  district,  I  am  satisfied  they  wish 
their  Representative  to  receive  the  full  value  of 
the  six  dollars,  at  the  time  it  was  originally  fixed. 
My  successor  approved  of  such  an  increase,  and 
his  Federal  competitor  was  the  only  man  I  ever 
heard  publicly  declare,  in  that  district,  that  six 
dollars  was  enough,  but  his  declaration  had  not 
there  its  intended  effect.  Sir.  I  am  so  well  satis- 
fied that  the  people  do  not  wish  to  pay  their  Re- 
presentatives less  than  was  fixed  by  the  Congress 
of  1789,  that  they  never  were  dissatisfied  with  that 
sum.  and  that  they  are  too  just  to  hold  their  Re- 
presentative to  a  nominal  sum,  in  discharge  of  a 
real  one,  that  all  thai  is  necessary  to  their  giving 
a  just  judgment,  is  to  be  perfectly  in  possession 
of  the  evidence,  of  which  this  discussion  will  pos- 
sess them  ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  any  opinion  the 
people  may  be  presumed  to  have  given,  has  been 
produced  by  false  clamor,  and  misrepresentation. 
I  therefore  propose  an  appeal  from  the  opinion  of 
the  sovereign  people,  irritated  and  misinformed, 
to  the  same  people  correctly  informed  and  in  pood 
temper.  We  have  heard  of  the  appeal  from  King 
Philip  asleep  to  King  Philip  awake,  and  therefore 
we  have  a  sovereign  precedent  for  it.  Sir,  I  am 
satisfied  of  the  issue  of  this  appeal,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  libel  upon  the  people,  to  charge  them 
with  a  disposition  to  pay  their  members  of  Con- 
gress less  than  the  real  value  of  the  compensation, 
at  the  time  it  was  fixed.  And  I  would  ask  my 
honorable  colleague  from  Baltimore,  whom  I  un- 
derstand stands  yua^i  instructed  to  repeal  the  law. 
whether  every  necessity  of  life,  compared  with 
the  like  articles  in  17S9.  do  not  bear  two  or  three 

ririces,  and  whether  he  would  not  regard  it  as  a 
ibel  on  his  constituents,  if  they  were  charged 
with  compelling  their  neighbors  to  take  for  any 
article  they  had  for  sale  the  same  nominal  price 
Jt  bore  in  1789.  And  I  call  on  my  highly  re- 
spected friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbodr)  to 
say.  if  he  was  called  on  to  decide  such  a  question, 
between  two  neighbors,  whether  he  could  with- 
out a  violation  of  his  honor  and  his  conscience 
decide  that  six  dollars  now  should  be  received  for 
an  article  worth  six  dollars  in  1789,  which  would 
now  command  two  or  three  limes  that  sum,  and 
whether  he  will  deny,  to  his  compeers,  on  this 
floor,  that  measure  of  justice  he  would  blosh  to 
deny  to  a  neighbor?  I  entreat  honorable  gentle- 
men to  dismount  from  their  popular  hobby  horses, 
on  which  they  have  rode  into  ihis  House,  and 
let  go  the  reins,  and  take  hold  of  the  reins  of  rea- 
son,and  do  justice  to  themselves,  and  to  the  House. 
Sir,  if  I  have  discovered  too  much  ardor  in  the 
discussion  of  this  subject,  I  shall  rely  on  the  Ro- 
man apology  for  my  excuse — "Juvenile  ritium, 
regere  non  posse  impetum."  It  is  the  fault  of 
youth,  that  a  cannot  govern  its  own  violence. 
Sir.  after  thanking  you.  and  the  House  for  their 
polite  attention  and  urbanity,  I  will  conclude,  by 
remarking,  that  I  am  as  much  devoted  to  the  peo- 
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pie  as  any  man  oui^ht  to  be.  I  always  bow  with 
submission  lo  their  will — I  informed  my  coustil- 
uenls,  whatever  instructions  they  gave  me  I 
would  obey,  or  resign  my  seat — t  have  no  in- 
structions— I  therefore  shall  be  gratified  ihat  this 
subject  should  be  postponed  to  the  next  session, 
in  which  I  have  no  interest;  when  the  members 
of  Congress  will  come  lo  this  House  from  the 
bosom  of  their  country,  and  from  every  part  of  it, 
correctly  informed,  of  the  will  of  the  people, 
which,  in  a  Republican  Government,  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  the  supreme  law. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  in 
favor  of  repealing  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  changing  the  mode  of  compensation  lo 
the  members  of  Congress.  The  people  consider 
the  mode  as  well  as  the  amount  objectionable, 
and  that  was  a  sufficient  inducement  for  him  to 
vote  for  its  repeal.  We  have  heard,  said  Mr.  F., 
that  the  voice  of  the  people  was  not  to  be  regarded 
on  ihis  occasion;  but  I  hold  myself  responsible 
to  my  constituents,  and,  knowing  their  wishes,  I 
feel  bound,  by  every  moral  as  well  as  every  poli- 
tical tie.  to  carry  that  will  into  effect.  The  right 
of  the  people  lo  instruct  their  Representatives,  is 
one  that  I  hold  as  sacred  as  any  other  principle 
in  this  Government;  the  people  will  be  obeyed. 
On  ordinary  occasions  they  do  not  interfere  in 
the  legislation  of  the  country — leaving  their  Rep- 
resentatives to  act  from  iheir  best  judgment,  be- 
cause they  are  a  liberal  and  a  patriotic  people; 
but,  when  they  do  interfere  and  speak,  their  voice 
should  be  obeyed  ; — others  may  act  so  inde- 
pendent as  to  disobey  the  voice  of  their  consti- 
tuents— he  should  take  a  pleasure  in  a  different 
coarse.  With  some  exciting  causes  not  neces- 
sary to  be  detailed,  it  was  not  remarkable  that 
the  people  should  be  dissatisfied  with  the  law.  It 
was  known  that  the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  and  of 
the  late  war,  amounted  to  upwards  of  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  and  that  it  was  good  policy  lo 
pay  it  off  as  soon  as  pos.sil^i|e.  without  oppression 
to  the  people.  Economy  was  therefore  an  object 
of  importance,  and  every  measure  calculated  to 
take  money  from  the  Treasury,  and  particularly 
to  pay  the  members  of  Congress,  naturally  ex- 
cited jealousy  and  suspicion;  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  member  will  differ  from  me  in  the 
necessity  of  all  reasonable  and  practicable  re- 
trenchment in  our  expenditures,  until  the  p<?ople 
can  see  their  burdens  lightened,  and  then  we  may 
rely  upon  the  good  sense  of  the  people  for  any 
measure  that  the  good  of  the  nation  may  require, 
although  it  may  cause  the  expenditure  of  money  ; 
for.  let  It  be  recollected,  that  the  people  in  every 
part  of  the  Western  country,  and  indeed  through- 
out the  nation,  paid  the  taxes  to  carry  on  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  with  alacrity  and  with- 
out complaintor  murmur,  becauNC  they  considered 
them  necessary  to  support  a  just  and  necessary 
war,  declared  and  prosecuted  to  vindicate  the 
rights  and  honor  of  the  nation.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  lovf  their  liberty  much  more 
than  they  love  their  money,  and  indeed  would 
part  with  the  last  drop  of  their  blood,  and  mingle 
It  with  the  soil  of  liberty  in  supporting  the  inde- 


pendence of  the  nation,  rather  than  see  it  pos- 
sessed by  a  haughty,  tyrannical,  and  malignant 
foe.  Members  in  whom  I  have  confidence,  who 
have  served  their  country  long  and  faithfully,  and 
whose  patriotism  no  one  can  doubt,  say  the  com- 
pensation of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is 
not  too  much.  A  member  who  has  not  had  ex- 
perience, cannot  so  well  judge  in  thi.s  case;  but 
I  can  inform  these  gentlemen,  that  the  lime  was 
considered  unfortunate,  and  althoujli  members 
may  not  get  as  much  as  they  might  make  at  other 
employments,  yet  ii  is  a  high  and  respectable 
station.  We  should  make  the  sacrifice  until  our 
constituents  are  willing  to  give  us  additional 
compensation,  and,  if  they  never  agree  lo  it,  I  for 
one  will  never  ask  it.  I  am  willing  to  serve  them 
with  a  compensation  they  are  willing  to  give  ; 
and.  although  it  is  supposed  that  six  dollars  will 
not  bring  to  Congress  the  first-rate  talents  of  the 
country,  we  see  that  many  more  wish  to  come 
than  the  people  are  willing  lo  elect.  And  if 
any  individual  thinks  that  six  dollars  a  day  is 
not  a  sufficient  compensation,  there  is  no  compul- 
sion on  him  lo  offer;  the  people  must  seek  some 
other  character  ;  and  although  we  should  receive 
a  sufficient  amount  lo  indemnify  ior  expenses,  no 
member  should  calculate  upon  making  large  sums 
uf  money.  My  constituents  urged  many  reasons 
why  this  measure  was  ill-timed;  our  taxes  had 
been  very  much  increased  ;  although  lessened  at 
the  last  season,  and  some  repealed,  siill  they  were 
called  upon  at  this  time  for  the  heavy  taxes  of 
the  preceding  year;  they  were  willing  lo  pay 
them  as  the  exigency  of  the  times  required  them  ; 
but  they  were  alarmed  at  other  burdens,  and  it  is 
well  known,  that  internal  taxes  have  never  been 
favorites  with  the  Republican  parly,  and  I  hope 
never  will.  The  mode  of  collecting  them,  is  al- 
ways inconvenient  and  oppressive.  Sometimes 
the  internal  tax  gatherers  (and  excise  men,  as 
ihey  are  called)  are  unfeeling  and  harsh,  and  they 
never  have  bean  nor  ever  will  be  favorites  with 
the  people,  nor  share  in  their  affections  and  con- 
fidence. Such  is  the  happy  form  of  our  Govern- 
ment, ihal  the  people  will  investigate,  and  think 
for  themselves,  and  withdraw  confidence  from 
sucti  ol  their  public  servants  as  may  attempt  lo 
lay  the  foundation  for  oppression  and  self-argran- 
dizemenl;  this  is  one  of  the  great  securities  against 
slavery  and  despotism  ;  a  principle  not  acted  upon 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  One  other  cir- 
cumstance had  a  tendency  to  raise  the  opposition 
of  the  people;  it  was] said,  that  it  was  easy  for 
Congress  lo  give  themselves  money,  whilst  the 
poor  wounded  soldier  might  starve  for  want  of 
his  small  pittance — the  soldier  who  had  waded 
swamps, and  had  to  eat  roots  for  his  rations,  while 
fighting  the  battles  of  the  country  ;  and  it  is  ob- 
vious to  us  all,  that  some  of  these  soldiers  go  a 
begging  along  the  streets.  Although  this  cannot 
be  properly  charged  upon  Congress,  as,  to  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  the  last  session  was  liberal 
to  their  soldiers  in  making  provision,  yet  ihe  con- 
trast was  drawn  between  men  in  power,  and  the 
widow  and  orphan,  who  had  lost  their  slay  and 
comfort  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales;  and 


W>  ] 


":\ 


1(1 


III  I 


b'  ■ 


1 


ir 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


532 


or  R. 


Compensation  Lav. 


Jandary,  1817. 


&^|iough  Congf^^^  ''*'•  done  mach  for  those  dis- 
ced ind[ividuals.  I  hope  to  see  ihera  do  more, 
jfil  the  j-ources  of  iheir  sorrow  shall  be  dried 
Whilt'  I  am  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
i^jnot  omit  to  mention,  that  I  regret  to  see  such 
^.^culiies?n  the  administration  of  the  law,  after 
j(;*a?  pass«<iJ.  After  the  most  conclusive  proof  i> 
l»^n — ?ufij>cient,  as  I  would  suppose,  to  satisfy 
^lij*  man  of  bet  of  men — the  i  fBcers  and  clerks  in 
\  '/rjrtie  of  the  Departments  make  so  many  technical 
\  obi^ciions. that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  com- 
r  Ci^jn  man  I'r  applicant  to  know  what  to  do,  so  as 
1  irrjyjomply  With  these  arbitrary  rules,  and.  when 
»  |j*  lias  his  <>roof  complete,  lie  is  often  delayed  by 
f  7«ir  officefhours,  and  a  few  days  dancing  aitend- 
'  %<{»e  will  ?^end  the  amount  of  his  claim.  On  this 
siji.ject  1  sij>eak  from  experience,  as  1  have  had  to 


\   a^<*nd  somi' of  the  Departments  on  the  busines 
Slituen' 
»j#,-iicemen!.  of  the  present  session 


\^ 


my  cowsiituents   and  others,  since   the  com 
men!  of  the  present  session. 
^ut,  in  ;-voting   compensation   to  members   of 


I  Cfcr<ngress,  tione  of  these  difficulties  exist,  no  such 
:  t^^nical  objections  are  started,  no  office  hours  are 
-  k'^iird  of,  n<»  defect  la  the  certificate  or  proof — all 
I    ii^smooth  afnd  quiet. 

l-.Tshall  thserelore  vote  to  repeal  the  law  of  the 

*  i'^i  session;  and  vote  to  fill  the  blank  with  six 
d'fi(ars,  thebld  compensation;  and  in  doing  this, 
1  Jijie  the  vill  of  a  majority  of  ray  constituents. 

•  %f^  they  hiive  a  right  to  say  what  they  are  will- 
i  iff^  to  give. 'and  I  am  bound  to  take  that  sum,  and 
I  ijJinore.     It  is  my  opinion,  that  I  not  only  vote 

*  l^v  willof  ii.y  constituents,  but  of  a  large  majority 
\  al^ilie  Unitvd  States,  and  when  my  constituents 

•  *vab  nie  to.  vote  in  a  certain  way.  I  will  do  it,  or 
i  nfkgQ  my  teat,  and  let  them  elect  a  man  that 
?  t^.  I  der.ve  all  my  power  from  the  people,  and 
J  tJJ/  have  elected  me,  because  they  have  confi- 

d-^ice   in   n>e  ;  and  if  I  betray  that  confidence.  I 
shj>uld  be  Ufiworthy  of  them 


\ 


srij>uia  oe  u^iworiny  oi  inem. 

Jrhe  honcfrable  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
AWttiCHx)  t^Us  you  he  lives  here  at  the  rate  of 
sllcdollars  j  day.  I  will  not  deny  that  the  ex- 
I  pt^ives  of  tliis  place  are  very  great,  but,  instead 
ot>jix  dollar*  per  day,  the  gentleman  may  spend 
t^iity  dolLrs  per  day.  and  certainly  itiis  would 

4v---^ — - — 

>U|: 


nt^  justify  f%  vote  to  support  such  extravagance 

oui^of  the  pliblic  funds. 

Uiher  tian  vole  for  a  greater  sura  than  six 
\  dclljirs  per  oUy,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  my 
•  CO? imuenlsl  I  would  prefer  serving  for  nothing 
J  dij*Aig  the  ii^ssion ;  although  the  members  may 
i  rel^se  to  obf  y  the  will  of  their  constituents,  and 
Jc§.;it  buzzJ  or  clamor;  but  this  doctrine  will 
i  oolv  do  in  Monarchies,  or  aristocratical  Govern- 
J-  nx^s,  whefe  the  people  are  not  considered  as 
:  th«* /ountair>  of  power  and  authority;  but  here 
'  it  Mi  otherwise,  and  the  people  will  maintain 
.  ihtiir  rights  j  let  any  man  in.*'orm  the  people  that 
'he-v|fill  nofobey  their  voice,  and  see  if  such  a 
^  m%u  be  elevted  tu  a  place  of  honor  and  confi- 
t  dri^e.  ■ 

I  7J(iused  ts>  this  theatre,  1  was  unwilling  to 
»  UGwble  the  Committee  on  this  subject;  but  1 
[  coi&idered  is  my  duty  to  express  my  sentiments 
I  u;4>p  a  subji^ct  which   had  excited  so  much  ani- 


madrersioD,  and  upon  which  I  consider  a  major- 
ity of  my  constituents  to  have  expressed  their 
opinions. 

I  must  return  my  thanks  for  the  indulgence  of 
the  Committee  before  1  conclude,  and  express  a 
fear  of  having;  trespassed  upon  the  patience  and 
time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Hardin  said,  he  had  been  on  the  strong 
side  of  the  question  at  the  last  session,  having 
voted  in  favor  of  the  act  now  proposed  to  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  he  believed  he  should  be  on  the 
strong  side  also  at  the  present  session,  being  one 
of  those  who  intended  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of 
that  law.  To  show  his  motives  for  so  doing,  he 
said  he  should  otfer  a  few  observations,  lest  he 
should  be  branded  with  the  imputation  of  that 
kind  of  political  prudence  which  appeared  to 
characterize  the  present  day,  and  which  always 
selected  the  strongest  side.  He  was  sorry  to  hear 
it  said  to-day  that  this  subject  was  rather  a  mirth- 
ful one  than  otherwise.  For  his  part,  Mr.  H. 
said,  from  the  time  he  had  voted  fur  the  law  at 
the  last  session,  he  had  never  felt  very  merry  on 
the  subject.  He  had  felt  it  a  misfortune  that  he, 
10  obeying  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  had 
been  one  of  those  who  had  incurred  the  displeas- 
ure of  the  American  people,  and  felt  the  neces^iity 
of  humbling  hiiusell  to  obey  their  will.  There 
was  also  another  reason  why  he  thought  the  pas- 
sage of  that  law  by  Congress  unfortunate;  be- 
cause it  had  afforded  to  demagogues  throughout 
the  nation  an  opportunity  to  ride  into  every  office 
in  the  Government;  because  he  was  afraid  the 
great  hostility  shown  to  that  act  would  introduce 
a  four-pence-half-penny  mode  of  doing  busine.ss. 
On  that  score,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  uol  feel  very 
merry,  though  he  certainly  was  given  to  pleasan- 
try sometimes — perhaps  not  so  much  so.  how- 
ever, as  the  gentleman  before  him,  (Mr.  Ross,) 
who  could  even  be  merry  on  misfortune. 

Mr.  H.  said   he  was  sorry  that  any  unpleasant 
feeling  had  been  excited,  ttiat  any  acrimony  had 
arisen    in  the   House.     He   was  lully  persuaded 
that  those  who  voted  for  or  against  the  bill  at  the 
last  year,  had  equally  acted  from  honorable  mo- 
tives.    After  it  had    passed,   would   it  not   have 
been  a  mere  affectation  of  delicacy  for  those  who 
voted  against  the  law  to  have  refused  to  take  the 
money  ?     If  ihey  had   done  so,   Mr.  H  said,  he 
should  not  have  thought  they  were  sincere.     He 
had  never  certainly  viewed   the  conduct  of  gen- 
tlemen who   voted  against   the   bill,  yet  took  the 
money,  as  at  all  censurable.     Bm   there  was  one 
remark    he    could   not  help   making,    which    he 
hoped  no  gentleman  would   take  to  him-seU".  that 
wiien  the  obnoxious  measure   was  in   agitation 
last  year,  those  opposed  to  it   were  as  silent  as 
possible;   the  grave  is  not  more  silent  than  were 
they.     The  bill   had  not  many  enemies,  and  was 
openly  opposed  by  very  few.     Mr.  H.  said  he  had 
heard  on  itie  question  lor  the  engrossment  of  that 
bill  for  a  third  reading  but  few  nays,  and  when 
lae  yeas  and  nays  were  required  on  that  quesiion, 
but  15  supported  the  call.     What  was  the   infer- 
ence 7     That  few,  if  any,  more  than   those    15 
were  opposed   to  that   bill.     On   the    next   day, 
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when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  there  were 
67  to  69  opposed  to  the  pas.sage  of  the  bill !    Now, 
if  there  was  any  gentleman   in  this  House — he 
did  not  say  there   was,   he  hoped   there  was  not 
one — who  secretly  wished  that  bill  to  pass,  though 
he  voted    against  it,   he  deserved  censure.     He 
did  not   know  of  any  such  gentleman,  and  he  re- 
peated, he  hoped   there  was  none;   but    he  could 
not  help  wishing   that   much   the  same  zeal  had 
been  manifested  in  opposing  this   bill  at  the  last 
session,  as  in  condemning   it  now,  and  perhaps 
he  and  others  would   not   have  had  to  pay   the 
forfeit  they  had  incurred.     My  time  of  trial,  said 
Mr.  H..  is  over ;  I  honorably  declined  a  re-elec- 
tion, because,  I  beg    you   to    un<lcrsiand,  I   could 
not  have  been  elected  without  going  the  rounds, 
and  be<Tging   pardon   for  what   I  do  not  con.«ider 
to  have  been  incorrect.     ******** 
He  could  not  consent,  he  said,    to  go  about  beg- 
ging the  people  to  give  him  a  seat  in  this  House. 
He  said   he  had  never  considered  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  for  the    yearly  services  of  a  irieraber 
of  Congress  as  a  <juid  pro  quo.     The  men  of  ta- 
lents of  our  country,  Mr.  H.  said,  were  generally 
from  twenty  five  to  forty  years  of  age  ;  new  men, 
born  to  inherit  no  fortune;  men  who  have  worked 
their  way  in  society,  by  dint  of  their  own  talents 
and  exertions.  How  could  any  such  man  occupy 
a  seat  here,  unless  he  received  not  only  enough 
to  defray  his  expenses,  and  enable  him  to  live  as 
a  gentleman  should,  but  enough  also  to  support 
his  family  at    home,  without   breaking  in  upon 
that  small  capital  he  had  laid  up  ?  Many  men,  it 
was  true,  came   here,  screwed   themselves  up'in 
holes  like  penitentiary  cells,  and,  on  six  d  hilars  a 
day,    saved  more    whilst    here   than   they   could 
make  anywhere  else.     But  men  of  talenl-s.  who 
come  here  for  a  flyer,  for  two  or  four  years,  can- 
not support  themselves   on   it  as  they  have  been 
used  to  live  at  home.     As  to  the  idea  of  patriot- 
ism being  a  sufficient  motive  to  come  here,  it  was 
absurd.     Patriotism  is  that  which  urges  a  man  to 
serve  hiscountry  without  expectation  of  personal 
benefit  or  reward.     But,    Mr.  H.  asked,  did  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  believe  that  there  was 
a  single  raan   who  ever  came   to  Congress,  who 
did  not  corae  without  some  other  motive  than 
that   for  the  gratification  of  his   own  vanity,  to 
have  his  ears  tingle  with  the  ring  of  greatness,  or 
for  the  advancement  of  his  own  interest  ?     Such 
language  as  that  of  the  gentleman,  who  consid- 
ered patriotism  the  leading  ?nd  sufficient  motive 
for  bringing  men   here,  sounds  handsomely,  cuts 
a  good  figure  here  or  in  a  newspaper,  but  there 
is  not  much  substance  in  it.     No,  .Mr.  H.  said,  it 
was  not  patriotism   that  would  bring  men  of  ta- 
lents here,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  their  private 
interests.     He  agreed   wiih  gentlemen  that  this 
House  ought  not  to  be  the  mere  stepping  stone  to 
Executive  offices ;  not  a  theatre  on  which  a  man 
should  show  his  eloquence  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
then  go  off  in  a  lucrative  embassy  to  Europe,  or 
elsewhere.     A  seat  in  this  House,   he  said,   was 
in  theory,  and  ought  to  be  in  practice,  the  most 
honorable  of  any  station  in  the  Government,  for 
it  is  held  at  the  will  of  the  people,  and  not  of  the 


President.  Mr.  H.  did  not  go  further  into  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  at  the  last  ses- 
sion  to  vote  for  the  compensation  law,  since  the 
subject  had  been  fully  illustrated  in  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  on  every  topic  but  that  to 
which  he  had  referred,  respecting  the  class  of  the 
people  among  whom  the  talents  of  the  country- 
were  to  be  found. 

Mr.   H.  then   proceeded    to  assign  briefly  the 
reasons  which  influenced  his  vote  to  repeal  the 
law  of  the  last  session.     He  did    not.  he  said 
allow  to  the  right  of  instruction  that  latitude  for 
which  some  gentlemen  contended;  but  the  will 
not   only  of  his   constituents,  but  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States,  he  thought  himself 
bound,  in  the  present  case,  to  comply  with.     He 
agreed,   whether  this   will   was   made  known  ia 
the  form   of  regular  instruction,  or  in  any  other 
way  or  shape,   it    was  equally  obligatory.     He 
could  not  agree  with   the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia that  a  Representative  is,  from  the  terra  of 
his  office,  bound  to  obey  the  will  of  his  constitu- 
ents.    A  member  of  this  House,  Mr.  H.  said,  was 
to  represent  the  particular  interests  of  the  people 
who  send   him   to  Congress,  whenever  those  in- 
terests are  in  question.     Having  done  that,  he  is 
to    assume    the  more    expanded  and    important 
character  of  a  legislator  for  the  nation,  and  con- 
sult the  general  good.     All  general  laws  ought  to 
be  acted  on  with  a  view  to  that  which  produces 
the  most  general  good.     Am  I,  said  Mr.  H.,  to 
vote  for  a   law  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the 
whole  nation,  because  it   will  benefit  my  imme- 
diate constituents?     No;  I  represent  my  constit- 
uents on   particular  topics,  and  on  general  ques- 
tions consider  what  the  general  good  requires. 
Every  member  of  this  House  is  the  Representa- 
tive of  his  constituents;  but  he  is  at  the  same 
time  a  legislator  for  the  nation.     I  do  most  so- 
lemnly protest,  said   he,  against  legislative    in- 
structions—I detest   them  more  than  Adam  did 
the    serpent.     They  are  the  greatest  bane  that 
ever  crept  into  a  well-regulated  Government.    It 
is  an  encroachment   by  the  Stales,  in   their  cor- 
porate capacity,  on  the  rights  of  this  House.  The 
members  of  this  House,  with  the  Senators,  Mr. 
H.  said,  made  laws  to  operate  on  the  f)eople,  not 
on  the  States  in  their  sovereign  capacity;  and  the 
States,  therefore,  had  nothing  to  do  with  instruc- 
tions.    These  had  originated,  he  said,  he  had  no 
doubt,  in  a  wish  to  screen  some  favorite  man 
here  who  had    been  doubtful  whether  his   acts 
were  popular  or  not.  from  all  responsibility  there- 
for to  the  people.     But   the  people  throughout 
the  American  continent  seemed  to  have  expressed 
their  decided  disapprobation  of  the  law  now  pro- 
posed to  be   repealed.     Hence,  in  retracing  his 
steps,  he  should  not   only  follow  the   will  of  his 
constituents,  but  the  voice  of  the  American  peo- 
ple.    For,  he  said,  if  the  will  of  the  American 
people  was  contrary  to  that   of  his  constituents, 
he  should  obey  ihal  will,  believing  it  his  duty  to 
legislate  for  the  nation. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  could  not  agree  with  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Clay.)  that  the  people  were  dissatis- 
fied wiih  the  manner,  and  not  with  the  matter,  of 


.J 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


636 


ComperucUion  Lav. 


JAIfUABT,  1817. 


Ih'Jitt  of  la5t  session,  thoasfh  such  might  be  some- 
tnnj^tlie  case  in  the  gentleman's  district.  In  re- 
pa 

Ivh-ihil  was  accosted   by  a  fut|ous  demagogue,  I 
l:  j  -_  ijp  sent ;  Tind,  when  I  came 


parjj  }o  this  law.  when,  in  my  district,  I  met  with 
^|ible  mart.  I  conversed  with  him  sensibly; 
•Uii  I  was  accosted 
ri^'t  him  as  ^^ood  as  he  sent ;  'ana.  wnen  i  came 
tcnf  ♦  a  fool,  1  laughed  at  him.  I  would  ask  the 
i>pt|^er  (Mr.  Clay)  one  question.     Does  he  be- 

■   e, 
ad 
red 
ve 
such  a  change  in  the  mode  of 
ess  he  wished  to  come  here  in 
ijiy  f  jace.     Mf-  H.  said,  he  did   not  believe   the 
rfre.-lijt  compifpsation  too  high,  but  he  must  con- 
fjrr4<o  the  vijews  of  the  people  who,  he  had  no 
y,  wished  to  see  the  compensation  reinstated 
*  situaliop  in  which  it  stood  before  the  law 

H.  said,  he  felt 


i|ike4i  exceptipa  to 
donojvusation,  unli 


(■his    uourse 


some  little  anxiety  that 
sl^ould  be  taken;  not  only  because 
&  vX«s  the  will  of  the  people,  but  because  it 
yro\\  1  take  a  powerful  tool  from  the  hands  of  po- 
tic,  ,t  deraag(jgues.  The  persecuting  spirit  had 
eet-  carried  hy  them  to  great  lengths,  in  regard 
t^  ti  ?  act;  so  far,  as  his  colleague  (Mr.  Joun- 
iioN  'had  inl(irmed  the  House,  that  a  man  in 
Xicu  jcky  had  refused  to  let  a  young  man  court 
\\\s     cugtiter,  unless  he  would  forswear  the  cora- 

t)en;^lion  law.  I  never  heard  of  this  fact  before. 
|ut*»)  not  doubl  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
<*ilhl'  knows  the  fact  practically,  or  has  heard  of 
\i.  :jf  practic.illy,  the  old  gentleman  stood  very 
^ut^l  in  his  (jwn  light,  for  I  do  not  know  how 
lie  r^uld  have^iuited  his  daughter  better  than  by 
jjroigoting  instead  of  preventing  the  match.  But. 
ifough  tli^  State  of  Kentucky,  the  same 
jprevailef/.  If  a  man  came  into  the  county 
to  be  appointed  a  constable  or  a  surveyor  of 
jid,  he  entered  bis  solemn  protest  against 
1mpensai!on  law.  If  a  petty  demagogue 
^l-ar.yd  to  gel  rnto  the  Legislature,  he  must  post 
lip  c^  put  in  th^  newspapers  his  protest  against  it. 
^0  il?prive  sufh  knaves  and  rascals  of  any  pre- 
t^nc^ .under  iriat  act,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  re- 
jjealli.  Why, some  of  the  new  fry  that  are  com- 
'J'S  m^^°  Congress,  he  had  heard,  had  declared 
t»iai«|they  woujd  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  act ; 
a»jd  3lf  it  was  n'ot  effected,  would  reserve  all  their 
fSiylver  six  dfllars  per  day,  and  at  the  end  of 
e^cl,*«essioa  laf  it  out  in  churches  and  raeetins- 
l^uis! 

^  It^ad  been  jaid,  that  money  had  resumed  its 
fvrajr  value.  Not  at  all,  he  said;  though  he 
hoptjl  Congre.si  would  restore  something  lite  life 
t(^  tft-  circula-tjng  medium  before  they  parted 
heV(«.  Another  argument  used  in  favor  of  the 
rtpe.Tl-  was  by;:i  gentleman  who,  having  voted  to 
iccr«^je  his  ojvn  compensation,  could  not  resist 
t^e  riprbitant  demands  of  others  for  an  increase 
of  ih^iV  pay.  That  consideration,  he  said,  did  not 
a|f(fc*»him.  If  it  was  proper,  he  would  ctieerfully 
H)cr»i>e  the  cOrmpensation  of  any  public  officer; 
i!  uJ.»he  would  as  cheerfully  vote  against  it. 
1wjj«ntlemiin  frjjm  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright,) 


who  had  surely  spoken  in  his  best  manner,  and 
done  justice  to  ihissubject,  asked  what  should  be 
done  with  the  next  fry — so  Mr.  H.  said,  he  called 
them — he  knew  no  better  name  for  them — with 
the  next  fry  that  came  into  this  House.  They 
rode  into  this  House  on  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, avarice  in  their  hearts,  and  patriotism  in 
their  mouths  !  Their  patriotism  told  them  they 
did  not  want  the  money,  but  their  avarice  told 
them  they  did.  And  for  them,  he  said,  let  them 
take  the  six  dollars  per  day,  or  the  responsibility 
of  raising  it.  I  am  willing  to  leave  no  law  in 
existence  regulating  the  pay,  and  to  let  the  next 
members  fix  their  own  compensation. 

There  was  one  more  reason  he  assigned  which 
had  induced  him  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  and  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  ol  the 
last  session.  This  House,  he  said,  was  the  only 
branch  of  the  Government  which  seemed  to  have 
any  analogy  to  the  people;  the  only  one  which 
formed  any  counterpoise  to  the  weight  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  other  branches;  the  only  barrier 
against  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the 


ily 
„  of  the  peo- 
ple or  of  the  States.  It  was  impossible  for  this 
House  so  to  act  as  to  retain  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  unless  they  obeyed  the  general  will, 
and  show  a  willingness  to  respect  it  But,  gen- 
tlemen had  said,  the  alleged  expressions  of  pub- 
lic opinion  were  mere  newspaper  slang,  the  work 
of  newspaper  editors,  dec.  But.  said  Mr.  H.,  he 
believed  that  was  not  the  fact.  He  did  most  sol- 
emnly believe  that  it  was  the  public  sentiment. 
It  might  have  been  originally  the  work  of  dema- 
gogues, whose  breath  had  raised  one  wave,  which 
had  produced  another,  until  a  storm  had  covered 
all  the  popular  ocean.  But,  he  said,  he  had  no 
right  to  reason  on  the  motives  or  causes  of  the 
excitement.  A  man  has  no  right,  when  the  peo- 
ple are  unanimous,  to  conclude  that  they  are  rais- 
laken  ;  he  must  either  comply  with  their  will,  or 
resign.  For  his  part,  he  would  not,  knowingly, 
misrepresent  the  will  of  his  constituents  on  (his 
floor. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.)  for  whom 
he  had  always  a  very  high  respect,  who  said  that 
he  knew  not  how  gentlemen  could   vote   for  the 
repeal  of  the  law  without  refunding  what   they 
had  received  under  the  law.    Mr.  H.said,  he  bad 
revolved  this  subject  in  his  mind,  and  saw  no  dif- 
ficulty in  it.     He  had  voted  for  the  law,  because 
he  believed  it  correct;  he  should    vote  to  repeal 
it,  not  because  he   believed  he  had  done  wrong, 
but  because  of  an  anxiety  to  conform   to  public 
sentiment,  particularly  on   a  matter  between  a 
member  and  his  constituents.    But  he  would  not 
consent  to  acknowledge  that  he  had  cheated  the 
people  out  of  their  money,  as  he  should  do  by 
voting  to  refund  it.     There  was  nothing  dishon- 
orable in  keeping  it.     Besides,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress did  not  enable  them  to  enforce  such  a  law, 
if  they  passed  it.     Was  it   possible  for  them  lo 
pass  a  valid  law  taking  away  from  an  individual 
money  earned  under  a  contract  between  him  and 
the  Government?    Could  they  pass  a  law  to  take 
away  from  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  the 
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salaries  which  they  have  received  for  years  past? 
No  ;  a  salary  may  be  destroyed  prospectively,  but 
you  cannot  take  away  from  a  man  what  he  has 
earned  ;  you  cannot  deprive  a  man  by  law  of  a 
vested  right. 

Mr.  Conner  said  that  he  should  trouble  the 
Committee,  with  but  a  very  few  remarks  on  this 
subject.  He  should  have  gone  more  at  length, 
had  not  the  reasons  for  raising  the  compensation 
been  so  fully  and  ably  detailed  in  the  report  ol 
the  honorable  committee  to  whom  that  subject 
had  been  referred,  and  which  had  gone  forth  to 
the  nation,  as  to  make  it  unnecessary  for  him  to 
add  one  word  in  justification  of  the  vote  last  Win- 
ter. He  fully  concurred  in  the  reasoning  and 
conclusions  ot  that  report;  his  opinions  remained 
unchanged.  But  his  constituents  and  he  believed 
those  of  no  district  were  more  higbminded  or 
liberal,  were  dissatisfied  with  the  measure  ;  some, 
as  It  regarded  the  mode,  others  the  amount  :  a 
considerable  portion  of  which  dissatisfaction,  he 
believtd.  however,  had  proceeded  from  unnatural 
excitement  and  distorted  representations.  But 
the  fact  existed  ;  and  he  should  vote  for  the  repeal 
of  the  law  in  compliance  with  their  wishes.  He 
should  wish  that  this  law  might  be  repealed  im- 
mediately; that  the  nay  might  be  reduced  to  the 
original  sum  ;  that  all  laws  on  the  compensation 
might  be  repealed  after  the  4th  of  March;  and 
that  our  successors,  who  might  come  more  fully 
charged  with  the  views  of  the  people  on  this  sub- 
jeci,  might  fix  their  compensation.  Perhaps, 
then,  the  people  might  extend  their  liberality,  or 
perhaps  those  who  are,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  says,  bidding  at  the  auction  of  popular- 
it),  may  reduce  even  the  per  diem  of  six  dollars. 
Let  it  take  its  course.  He  had  received  a  request 
from  the  Massachusetts  Legi-lature,  which  he 
should  not  regard.  He  should  receive  instructions 
only  from  his  constituents.  Those  members  of 
the  LiPgislalure.  who  were  inhabitants  of  his  dis- 
trict, had  a  right  to  request  him  ;  the  others  he 
knew  not,  in  any  relation  whatever  lo  his  public 
capacity.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  mentioned,  that  a  similar  resolution 
was  offered  to  ihe  Virginia  Legislature;  but  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  there  it  had 
lam  ever  since,  nailed,  like  bad  money,  to  the 
board ;  that  from  Massachusetts  had  unfortu- 
nately obtained  a  currency.  One  word  as  to  the 
duty  of  a  Representative,  in  relation  to  the  wishes 
of  his  consiiiuenis.  He  knew  that  it  had  been 
contended,  that  the  right  of  instruction  does 
not  exist  with  the  people  ;  that  we  stand  here  as 
isolated  beings,  to  carry  out  the  destiny  of  the 
country,  without  looking  one  moment  to  the 
source  from  which  we  derive  our  power.  Sir 
no  one  is  a  more  fervent  votary  to  the  Deity  In- 
dependence. "Lord  of  the  Lion  Heart  and  Eagle 
Eve."  than  I  am;  but  there  is  too  much  inde- 
pendence in  this  doctrine  for  a  popular  Govern- 
ment, nor  was  it  ever  practised,  or  ever  can  be, 
on  this  floor.  How  stands  the  fact  ?  What  is 
the  experience  on  this  subject?  Where  do  you 
find  a  Representative  from  a  manufacturing  dis- 
trict  that   is  not  a  loud  advocate  for  domestic 


manufactures  ;  from  a  commercial  district,  whose 
thoughts  are  not  on  "  the  mountain  wave,"'  and 
amidst  the  very  scene  of  quays  and  insurance 
offices;  one  who  has  been  in  the  array,  who  does 
not  think  of  "  guns,  and  drums,and  wounds,  God 
save  the  mark  ?" — a  Delegate  from  a  Territory, 
who  is  not  busily  engaged  in  manufacturing  new 
States?  He  knew  of  one  worthy  gentleman,  a 
Delegate,  who.  he  believed,  would  be  very  wil- 
ling to  fabricate  his  Territory  into  one  State; 
but  was  now  very  industriously  engaged  in  carv- 
ing It  into  two;  assisted,  as  he  understood,  by  a 
Minister  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary, who, 
if  the  allegations  that  had  been  heard  against  him 
on  that  floor  (of  which  he  knew  nothing  how- 
ever) were  true,  would  certainly  not  be  for  hav- 
ing the  word  Sunday,  either  in  the  Constitution 
or  the  laws. 

He  would  put  a  case:  Suppose  that  we.  the 
Representatives,  think  it  just  and  proper  to  de- 
clare war  against  a  formidable  Power — Great 
Britain  for  instance;  but  the  people  think  no 
such  thing ;  they  believe  they  have  sustained 
"no  essential  injury;"  they  feel  no  resentment, 
nor  have  they  any  disposition  whatever  to  en- 
counter the  perils  and  privations  of  such  an 
arduous  contest.  I  ask  you,  dare  you  declare 
war  under  such  circumstances;  a  contest  which 
would  exhibit  the  remarkable  phenomenon  of  the 
Government  at  war,  and  the  people  at  peace? 
No,  sir.  they  would  wage  a  civil  war  against 
their  Representatives — ihey  would  take  off  our 
beads.  The  spontaneous  answer  of  every  mem- 
ber would  be,  I  believe,  we  dare  not  venture  upon 
it.  Here,  then,  you  surrender  your  judgment  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people.  This  doctrine  of  inde- 
pendence of  the  people  was  derived  from  Great 
Britain,  from  whence  we  derive  a  great  many 
things.  He  well  recollected  it  was  strongly  ad- 
vocated by  Mr.  Burke;  a  man,  indeed,  of  trans- 
cendent talents,  of  prodigious  knowledge,  of  bril- 
liant fancy,  but  a  pensioner  of  the  British  Crown. 
It  may  also  have  been  advocated  by  the  Great 
Commoner,  once  so  called, afterwards  Lord  Chat- 
ham— but  he  also  became  a  pensioner.  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  spoke  not  this  in  disparagement  of  those 
great  characters ;  certainly  nothing  that  he  could 
say,  could  disparage  them.  They  would  go  down 
the  stream  of  lime  to  the  latest  posterity  as  illus- 
trious men.  It  resulted  from  the  nature  of  the 
British  Government,  where  the  throne  and  not 
the  people  make  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
recollected  to  have  recently  seen  in  a  British 
print,  ihat  it  cost  Government  £12.0{)0.something 
more  than  $50,000,  to  get  Mr.  Canning  elected  to 
Parliament. 

It  IS  not  then  from  such  a  source,  said  Mr.  C, 
that  we  are  to  derive  principles  as  applicable  to 
our  form  of  Government ;  as  long  as  the  popular 
form  of  Government  exists  (and  God  grant  it 
may  always)  the  people  will  govern,  and  we  will 
and  must  submit.  As  to  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  pay  back  to  the 
Treasury  the  pittance,  the  excess  over  six  dollars, 
which  he  had  drawn  from  it,  he  never  had  seen 
any  one  in  his  district  or  anywhere  else  advo- 
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t«i1kOJI  measure  which  would  be  a  confession  of '  oWrvalions  are  well  founded,  the  course  which 

crjo^  followeJ  by  an  act  of  meanness.  I  bavf  lo  pursue,  is  a  very  plain  one.     My  constit- 

y^^\  Hall,  of  Georgia,  said,  he  had  at  the  last  i  uents,  I  bielieve,  are  generally  in  favor  of  the  old 

se^^>ii  of  Congress  voted  against  the  compensa-    compensation,     in  tins  respect,  my  situation  is 


Fi(i^>law,  and.  would  not  for  any  consideration 
Jjav^  Voted  oi>tierwise.  His  main  reason  for  the 
vo{*\\ifis,  ihat;ihe  war  debt  was  yet  unpaid.     He 


somewhat  different  from  thai  of  the  other  members 
of  this  House.  A  respectable  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple 1  represent,  have  petitioned  Congress  against 
^c-^ld  not  vole  to  fix  the  daily  pay  at  eight  dol-  ,  the  law  of  the  last  session.  That  petition  is  the 
ati  /^cause  he  believed,  that  in  so  doing,  he  was  I  only  one  that  has  been  presented  to  this  House 
]^ur-«ijng  the  principles  of  the  Congress  of  1789,  '  on  the  subject.  It  is  true,  it  has  been  said  in  de- 
men  of  Revolutionary  principles,  who  did  bale  that  the  persons  who  sent  tiiat  petition  did 
ft  without  good  reasons.  So  far  from  be-'  not  understand  the  law;  but  as  it  has  not  been 
p  that  t(*  follow  their  example  would  lead  shown  why  or  wherefore  they  did  not  understand 
ything  hue  aristocracy,  would  to  God.  said 
].,  that  v»'e  would  pursue  their  course  in 
matters-as  well  as  this.  He  would  vote, 
[Jd,  for  a  urn  which  should  be  now  equal 
ue  to  what  six  dollars  then  was.  The 
Gna'i'^Jes  of  the  Government,   when   six   dollars 


it,  I  presume  1  am  still  at  liberty  to  believe  that 
they  did.  Believing,  then,  that  my  constituents 
are  \n  favor  of  Congress  returning  to  the  old 
compensation  of  six  dollars  per  day,  I  shall  vote 
the  tilling  the  blank  with  that  sum. 

The  question  was  put  on  filling  the  blank  (for 
wa(i*tablisheJ  as  the  pay,  were  low;  the  Gov-    the  future   daily  compensation  ot   the   members) 


k<»n 


^ro^fnt  was  not  able  to  meet  its  expenditures; 
$t  Ci04ld  scarctly  pay  off  the  interest  of  the  na- 
fiow^Hebt — arnd  would  gentlemen  now,  greatly 
^hefr^ed  as  ihrC  circumstances  of  the  nation  are,  vir- 
|ual^  reduce  the  pay  then  established,  by  making 
*.  ih/fame  noitiinal  amount  as  was  then  allowed  ? 
jVoif/jl  gentlemen  permit  public  clamor  to  pro- 
due*;  4  national  evil  ?  For  it  would  be,  to  fix  a 
eotB^  ^nsalion  for  the  members  of  this  House  at 
»  rai    below  that  on  which  they  could  live.     Mr. 


with  nine  dollars,  and  negatived. 

The  question  was  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  eight  dollars,  and  negatived,  as  follows: 
For  the  motion  60,  against  98. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  six  dollars  (the  old  compensation) 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following 
vote:     For  the  motion  84,  against  it  74. 

So  it  was  determined  by  the  Committee  (sub- 
ject to  the  revision  of  the  House)  that  the  com- 
H.  ]  j^d,  he  was  extremely  sorry  to  see  any  ex-    pensation  be  reduced  to  its  old  rate  of  six  dollars 
Ale-  jtnt  on  this  occasion  ;   for  it   was   one    on     per  day. 

X^hf^i  the  House  ought   not  to   be  excited.     if|      Some  other  amendments  were  proposed,  adopt- 
l^er^ijs  had  tr«,-ated  the  matter  improperly  out  of    ed.  or  rejected. 

<!ooM'it  was /no  reason   why  gentlemen  should'      Amotion  was  then   made   to  amend   the  bill 
a^itiiproperli  within  doors.     He  did  not  know,    by  striking  out  the  whole  bill,  and  inserting  la 

d 

e 

roni 

by    each   member  during 

«  fair  compensation.  j  the   past  and   present  sessions  of  Congres:*»  all 

VV.  P.  Maclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  as  j  the  amount  over  and  above  what  he  would  have 

received  under  the  old  compensation  of  six  dol- 
lars per  day. 

Before  this  question  was  decided,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 


l|usUjuestion  -iiad   already  been   very   fully   dis- 


Jus>Al,  he  should  trouble  the  Committee  with  but 
>{  vi^  few  retiiarks  on  it.  It  must  be  obvious, 
s*i(J  di£?,  to  every  member  of  this  Committee,  that, 
ill  iJ^iig  our  compensation,  we  are  exercising  a 
^rt^tigh  and  delicate  trust.  It  is  not  analogous 
"^  y  other  duty  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
m.  When  we  fix  the  compensation  of 
eads  of  Uepartments.  or  of  the  Judges,  or  of 
ficers  of  ihe  Army,  or  Navy,  it  is  one  set  of 
ixiug  thecompensatioii  of  another  set ;  but, 
the  Le;,'islaiure  fixes  its  own  compensa- 
Ijoi.Jt  does  au  act  which  appears  to  be  an  excep- 
ttoa»0  the  general  course  of  proceeding  in  the 
inment.  The  Constitution,  from  the  ne- 
y  of  the  ca>e,  and  not  from  its  reason  or  pro- 
.  has  plared  this  power  in  our  hands,  and  we 
exercisQ  it  if  we  are  lo  receive  any  com- 
lion  at  iill.  But  in  the  exercise  of  this 
r,  I  agret-  entirely  with  the  sentiments  first 
_  .^  tsed  yesterday  by  the  Speaker,  and  since 
voii>jrred  in  by  several  other  members,  that  in 
<hi*n>se,  above  all  others,  we  ought  to  consult  the 
opinions  and  fishes  of  our  coostituents.    If  these 


to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill,  supplementary  to  "An 
act  providing  Jor  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
for  debts  due  the  United  States;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  coramilied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Summers  and  John  Allen;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pa>sed  the  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  "An  act  lor  the  relief  of  William 
Haslett,"  with  an  amendment.  They  have  also 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles:  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Edwards,"  and    ''An  act 
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authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  grounds  belonging: 
lo  the  United  States,  in  the  City  of  Washington;"' 
in  which  amendments  and  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Ha>lett  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Wil 
liam    Edwards  was   read    twice,   and    referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  Slates. 
in  the  City  of  Washington,"  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

COMPENSATION  LAW. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  of  the  last  session,  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  members  of  Congress;  the  substitute 
offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Randolph,  first  to  re- 
peal the  act  of  the  last  se»><ion.  and,  secondly,  to 
deduct  from  the  pay  of  the  members  an  amount 
equivalent  lo  what  they  have  received  more  than 
they  would  have  been  entitled  to  under  the  former 
pay  of  SIX  dollars  a  day,  being  under  considera- 
tion— 

Mr.  Parris.  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  ob- 
served, that  he  understood  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  had  agreed  to  fill  the  first  blank  in 
the  bill  under  conNideraiion.  as  reported  by  the 
select  committee,  with  the  sum  o(  six  dollars,  and 
that  by  this  bill,  should  it  pass  and  become  a  law. 
members  of  Congress,  instead  of  the  sum  allowed 
by  the  act  of  the  last  .ses.sion,  will  be  entitled  to 
receive  no  greater  rate  of  compensation  than  has 
been  allowed  to  every  Congress  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  That  having  been  dis 
posed  of  the  subject  under  immediate  considera- 
tion IS  the  amendment  oflVred  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph  )  By 
that  amendment,  it  is  proposed  to  deduct  from  the 
compensation  to  which  membfrs  will  be  entitled 
the  present  se-sion,  a  sum  equal  lo  tlie  amount  of 
the  excess  which  they  received  the  last,  over  the 
former  daily  pay  ;  or,  in  other  words, so  lo  modify 
the  law  as  that  the  pay  of  this  Congress,  either  at 
the  last  or  the  present  session,  shall  not  exceed 
ihat  of  every  former  Congress.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P., 
it  has  been  often  asserted,  in  this  debate,  that  pub- 
lic opinion  does  not  require  a  repeal  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session  ;  that  the  clamor  which  has  b*^en 
made  relative  lo  that  law,  has  been  merely  il»e 
Toice  of  faction,  of  new.spaper  editors,  of  noisy 
demagogues,  of  electioneering  intrigue,  and  ol 
those  who  were  secretly  rejoicing  at  ihe  opportu- 
nity It  afforded  them  of  mounting  the  hobby- 
horse, and  riding  to  our  seats.  It  has  been  said. 
sir,  that  on  this  subject  the  most  clamorous  have 
uniformly  been  those  who  were  most  anxi  »us  for 
public  preferment,  an'l  at  the  same  time  the  least 
qualified;  that,  to  attract  public  attention,  to  gam 
the  tt-elings  oi  the  pe(  pie,  it  had  been  only  neces- 
sary for  the  demagogue  to  mount  his  hobby,  de- 
nounce   compensation,    and    cry    out    economy. 


without  even  a  knowledge  of  the  meaning  of  the 
former,  or  the  worth  of  the  latter.     Sir,  1  cannot 
believe  with  honorable  members  who  have  made 
these  assertions,  that  all  this  excitement  has  been 
artificial.     For  the  honor  of  my  country,  for  the 
character  of  the    nation.  I  hope  and  still   believe 
that  there  is  sufficient  of  caution  and  of  virtue  in 
this  people,  to  render  them  secure  from  all  such 
attempts  at  excitement.    So  far  as  my  knowledge 
has  extended,  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  in  ihir.  House,  there  have  been 
no  such  attempts.     The  people  have  been  left  to 
judge  for  themselves;    they  have  inquired,  thef 
have  examined,  they  have  listened  to  arguments; 
they  have  formed  their  opinion  with  great  delib- 
eration, and  have  pronounced  a  verdict;  nay.  sir, 
have  pronounced  a  solemn  judgment,  from  which 
there  can  be  no  appeal.     By  that  judgment,  thus 
deliberately  expressed,  thus  solemnly  pronounced, 
I  believe  myself  to   be   bound.     Will   honorable 
members  doubt  that  our  constituents  call  for  a 
repeal  of  the  law  of  the  last  session;  that  they 
have  rendered  this  verdict;  that  they  have  pro- 
nounced this  judgment?     If  so,  permit  me  to  re- 
fer them    to   the  evidence — evidence  which  has 
been  as  conclusive   to   my  mind  as  "  proof  from 
holy  writ" — evidence  which  cannot  be  misunder- 
stood, and  which  has.  unfortunately,  been  brought 
home  to  the  feelings  of  many  a  member  of  this 
House. 

I  take  no  pleasure  in   travelling  through   that 
evidence;  it  must  bring  to  my  recollection  some 
of  the  most  painful  hours  of  my  life;   but,  un- 
pleasant as  may  be  the  task,  it  is   my  duty  to  add 
the  inloriQjiion  in  my  possession,  in  confirmation 
of  what  1  believe  to  be  public  opinion;  for,  by 
public  opinion,  the  policy  and  the  expediency  of 
this  most  unfortunate  law  must  finally  be  tested. 
Although  there  may  not  have  been  so   much  of 
clamor  in  the  State  which  I  have   the   honor  in 
part  to  represent,  still,  sir,  there  has  been  more  of 
oeliberaiion — of  that  kind   of  deliberation,  too, 
which  IS  neither  likely  to  be  rash  in  decision,  or 
erroneous  m   result.     And  what  is  that   result? 
Not  that  the  passage  of  the  law  is  evidence  of 
corruption  in  those  who  gave  it  support;  not  that 
tiie  members  of  this  body  have  been  so  far  forget- 
ful of  moral  obligation  as  to  have   wilfully  and 
intentionally  legislated  for  their  exclusive  advan- 
tage, without  reference  to  the  public  good.     No, 
sir,  they  do  not  impute  to   us  either  want  of  in- 
tegrity or  impurity  of  motive  ;  but  while  of  those 
we  are  acquitted,  we  stand   presented,  1   had  al- 
most said  convicted,  of  indiscretion.     Our  clerks 
had  scarcely  earned   the   bill   to   the  Senate,  to 
solicit  concurrence,  before  the  alarm  commenced. 
From  private  correspondence  and  public  expres- 
sion, I  had  the  apprehensions  which   have  since 
been  confirmed,  that  the  law  we  are  now  review- 
ing had  better  slumbered  undisturbed  on  the  table 
ot  the  House.     Nor  has  this  dissatisfaction   been 
confined  merely  to  the  limits  of  a  single  State  m 
tiie   East.     What   have   been   the  indications  in 
ilie  West  aud  the  South  ?     Sir.  I   well   recollect 
the  portentous  storm   that,  during  the  last  Sum- 
mer, seemed  to  be  gathering  to  the  Slate  so  ably 
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iresenied^in  part  by  the  honorable  member  who  |  ought,  said  Mr,  P.,  to  meotioo  one  other  proof  of 
toduced  this  law.     The  sentiments  expressed  !  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  public— the  senli- 
every  public   occasion,  and  in   every  pos-ible    nients  of  many  of  the  States,  as  expressed  by  their 
nner  in  that  State,  seerned  loudly  to  condemn    Legislatures.     On  what  subjects  have  the  Slate 
■  passage,  and  call  for  a  repeal  of  the  measure;  ,  Legislatures  heretofore  given  instructions  to  their 
iressions  which,  to  be  sure,  in   too  many  in-  i  Senators,  and  made  requests  of  their  Representa- 
tives ?    On  questions  considered  as  of  trivial  con- 
sequence to  the  people?    No;  never,  except  in 
relation  tO  questions  of  high   importance  in  prin- 
ciple, and  doubtful  in  policy.     In  such  cases,  the 
sentiments  of  State  Legi^latare8  have   been   fre- 
aigned  ar  the  tribunal  of  the  people,  and  re-    quently  expressed  to  members  of  this  House.    The 
'j»|xed.  as  public  servants,  to  give  an   account  of  i  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at  a  recent  session 
i/^r  stewardships;  and,  with  as  little  justice  as  j  following  the  example,  has  by  resolution  request- 
Hi^rcy.  unht-ard   and   iindefended.  made  equally    ed  the  Representatives  from  that  Commonwealth 

•o  use  their  inUuence  to  effect  a  repeal  of  the  law 
now  under  discussion.  I  have  gone  thus  far  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  on  this  subject 
is  the  public  opinion;  and  the  result  is  to  my 
mind  perfectly  satisfactory,  that  it  not  only  soli- 
cits, but  absolutely  demands  a  repeal  of  the  law. 
ei'-jinently  c^jnspicuous.  at  the  last  session,  in  op-  In  what  other  way  can  public  sentiment  be  col 
p<|.|iig  this  measure.    Further,  sir,  even  the  grand    lected,  except  " 


IDces  indicated  their  sources  to  have  been  a 
ued  head  or  a  corrupt  heart ;  expressions,  which 
unfrequently  savored  more  of  the  clamorous 
0  j^iiagogue  than  of  the  prudent,  deliberate  poli- 
li<;Jan.  In  a  neighboring  State,  members  were 
a  "  ■ 


itjr  subject  of  violent  declamation  and  intemper 
aJ  resolves.  Will  it  be  said  that  all  this  affords 
n  I  c'vidence  of  public  sentiment  or  of  public  dis- 
a{^)robation  ?  I  then  call  your  recollection  to 
thV  many  su<nptuous  and  splendid  entertainments 
g»|en  to  thti  honorable  member  who  was  so  pre 


iniviests  for  the  presentment  of  criminal  offences 
in' tine  of  the  Slates — a  State  far  removed  from 
ih  J  which  1  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent — 
a  '^ate  of  whose  laws  I  am  ignorant,  and  with 
wl  iise  policy,  except  in  one  memorable  case, 
wj  i^'h  will  long  be  remembered  with  sorrow  by 
ra  (jy  an  honest  but  unfortunate  fniuily.  I  am  un- 
at  *iainted.  (yeling  so  sensibly  impressed  with  the 
bi§;i  duties  i({  their  station,  and  desirous,  as  per- 


having  somr.  concern   in 


from  public  expression?  and  I  put 
it  to  those  who  deny  that  this  is  the  deliberate 
senlimenl  of  the  people,  to  prove  that  it  is  not  so. 
If  in  favor  of  the  war,  or  any  other  prominent 
measure  of  this  Government,  there  had  been  one- 
half  the  excitement  with  which  the  people  have 
been  almost  convulsed  during  the  last  Summer 
on  this  subject,  ray  word  for  it,  no  one  would 
have  doubled  the  opinion  of  the  people.  If,  in- 
stead of  calling  upon  us  to  repeal  the  law  of  the 


nee  most  people  seem  lately  to  have  been,  of!  last  sessiou,  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 


great 


national   affairs 


|ld  not  r^<frain  from  embodying  their  senti- 
[jis,  and  presenting  them  at  the  bar  of  the 
Suet)  pre 
ht  have  'been  the  source  from  which  they 
nated.  wijih  whatever  aggravations  they  may 
biif  stated  jjie  offence,  could  to  be  sure  have  Ut- 
tlefcffect  up<^j•l  those  against  whom  they  were  di- 
rti^'d.    Is  afi  this  nothing  but  the  voice  of  faction. 


liad  passed  resolutions  approbating  its  passage  and 

sanctioning  its  principles,  I  doubt,  if  instead  of 

_  ,  being  disposed  to  nail  the  resolutions  tothecoun- 

le.^Suea  presentments,  however  respectable  ;  ler  as   base  and   uucurrent  coin,  we  should   not 

have  been  more  likely  to  have  entered  them  oo 
our  journals. 

With  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  under  all 
the  forms  of  legislation,  m  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, I  have  been  furnished.     To  such  a  request. 


\  ih|effect  ol  [Clamorous,  designing  demagogues?  |  proceeding  Irom  a  body  entitled  to  respect,  com- 
t  W^U  gentleojen  say  that  this  burst  of  disapproba-  |  posed  of  men,  many  of  whom  I  know  to   be  of 
Ttirj.  Irom  .VL,ine  to  Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlan-    higb-minded  and  honorable  feelings,  with   some 
ti(*lo  the  mofci  remote  settlements  on  the  frontier,  I  of  whom  I  have  been  associated  in  limes  when  a 
spjiks  nothiiig  of  the  real  sentiments  of  the  peo-  I  coincidence  of  seniimenl  and  exertion  could  not 
t     No,  SI*,  It  does  speak,  and  loudly,  too.  in  a  j  tail  to  produce  and  confirm  the  btrouffest  attach 


pe  that  capnoi  be  misunderstood,  in  a  manner 
must  ai:d  uught  to  be  respected;  respected. 
J; use  It  primulgates  the  will,  and  the  deliberate 
m"lk  of  the  4»)vereign  and  paramount  authority  of 
tl,*  •country.:  No  member  in  this  House  could 
b»^ess  disponed  than  myself  to  listen  lo  the  clam- 
outs  of  the  'esiless,  the  ambitious,  and  the  impa- 
titftt  for  pww-er.  Excitements  from  ilitse  sources. 
.ri»i*d  by  sui.-.h  artifice,  as  was  stated  a  few  days 
si(-4^,  by  th»f  honorable  member  from  Keniuckv. 


menls— to  such  a  request,  I  feel  myself  bound  to 
give  great  considerdtion.  I  am  not  willing,  as 
one  ot  my  honorable  colleagues  professes  to  be, 
to  nail  it  to  the  counter  as  the  merchant  does  his 
bad  money,  without  lurther  examination,  because 
I  suspect  a  coniains  nothing  counterfeit;  it  may" 
be  a  true  bill;  it  may  express  what  some  seem  so 
unwilling  to  believe,  the  wishes  of  the  people. 
No,  sir,  I  am  disposed  to  give  it  further  examina- 
tion, and  ascertain,  ii  possible,  whether  it  be  coun- 


k  JoHNat.N,)  to   have   been   made  use  of  to  |  terfeit  or  whether  it  be  genuine. 


r?n  the  iVurs.  and  mislead  the  judgment  of  the 
Me  in  ihiKt  State,  will  ever  be  allayed  by  re- 
Jtion  ;  anil  the  atiibiiious  demagogue,  who  on 
svjjt)  hobbie>  mounts  in  the  whirlwind  and  rides 
it^^^iie  storm,  will  someiime.s. as  fortunately  for  the 
c>t|>try  as  unfortunately  for  himself  b"  crushed 
liTjie  lempe.-t  he  had  contributed  to  produce.     1 


Chosen,  as  the  members  from  ihat  State  are, 
by  districts,  representing  more  especially  the  in- 
terests and  the  sentiments  of  ihe  ihiriy-five  thou- 
sand immediate  constituents  by  whom  they  are 
elected,  the  individual  may  sometimes  be  re- 
quested by  the  whole  to  sanction  measures  which 
his  district  would   oppose.     Situated   as  is  the 
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State  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  it  might  fre- 
quently happen,  it  has  frequently  happened.  In 
such  a  case,  there  could  be  no  doubt.  Instruc- 
tions and  requests,  requiring  a  member  to  use  his 
influence  to  effect  measures  which  he  conscien- 
tiously believed  to  be  wrong,  and  which  his  im- 
mediate constituents  believed  to  be  wrong,  ought 
not  to  be  obeyed,  ought  not  lo  be  listened  to; 
but.  when  those  instructions  and  requests  coin- 
cide with  the  wishes  of  his  more  immediate 
constituents,  of  those  by  whom  he  was  elected 
and  for  whom  he  acts,  the  course  is  plain ;  there 
remains  but  one  alternative,  compliance  or  resig- 
nation. 

Oo  great  Constitutional  questions.  I  hold  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  a   Representative   to  receive  in- 
structions from  no  man  or  body  of  men  ;  I  mean 
those  questions,  wherein  the  Constitutional  and 
chartered    rights   of    the    Government   and    the 
people  are  concerned.     In  forming  a  decision  on 
such  subjects,  I  am    under  an   obligation   para- 
mount  to  all  that   man  can-impose.     Having,  in 
the  presence  oi  that  Being  who  "  will   not  hold 
him  guiltless  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain,"  sol- 
emnly sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United   States,  my  own   judgment  must  be  my 
guide.     In  discharging  so  much  of  the  duties  im- 
posed by  that  obligation,  as  prevents  its  violation, 
It  is  not  for  man  to  dictate,  but  lor  the  conscience 
and   judgment   indirect.      If,  unfortunately,  the 
judgment  be  erroneous,  the  same  instrument  has 
prescribed  the  mode  of  correcting  the  error.    Far 
different  is  the  case  in  all  questions  of  mere  policy. 
From    tlie    people,  we  first   derive   the  power  of 
legislation  ;  it  is,  or  ought  to  be  for  their  benefit, 
that  we  are  clothed  with   that   power ;  on  them 
the  laws  we  enact  are  to  have  effect,  and  to  them 
we  are  accountable  for  the  use  of  the  trust  they 
have  reposed  lu  us.     On  all  the  usual  subjects  of 
legislation,  the  people  have  a  right  to  be  heard; 
say  what  we  may,  they  will   be  heard,  and   not 
only    heard,    but    they    will     be    obeyed.     With 
them  resides  tlie  sovereign  power,  with  them  the 
physical  strength.     If  the  law  is  so  universally 
considered  as  objectionable,  and   the   public  ex- 
pression of  disapprobation  is  to  have  effect,  what 
oughl  to  be  done?    Adopt  the  amendments  pro- 
posed   by  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Ra.noolfh.)    Repeal  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  take  effect  from  the  day  when  it  passed  ; 
obliterate  it  from  our  statute  book,  and  offer  it  a 
sacrifice  to  appease  the  indignation  of  this  people  ; 
deduct  from  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  the 
members  during  the  last  and  the  present  session, 
so  much  as   the   same  shall  have  exceeded  the 
former  rate  of  compensation.     If  we  move  at  all, 
I  go  to  the  extent  ;  adopt  some  principle  for  our 
guide  ;  either  do  nothing,  or  do  all  that  is  required. 
Why  should  we  hesitate  ?  there  ought  to  be  noth- 
ing of  feeling  on  this  subject,  there  most  certainly 
should  be  nothing  like  reluctance.     The  passa<»e 
of  the  law  of  the  last  session  has  never  been  at- 
tributed to  corrupt  motives;  the  members  o(  this 
House,  I  trust,  sir,  are  above  even   the  suspicion 
of  corruption.     Shall   we    not    incur   that  sus- 
picion, it,  having  reduced   the  compensation  to 
I4tu  Con.  2d  Sess. — 18 


the  former  standard  for  the  next  Congress,  we  re- 
fuse to  reduce  it  for  ourselves?     I  will  never  ac- 
cept, for   myself  what  I  am  not  willing  to  allow 
to  others  for  similar  services;  I  will  never  retain 
what  has  given  rise  to  the  murmurs  of  the  people. 
In  making  these  observations,  it  should  be  under- 
stood that  I  am  not  under  the  influence  of  any 
instructions  from  my  immediate  constituents.  As 
a  member  of  the   present  Congress,  I  have  re- 
ceived no  instructions  from  them,  either  express 
or  implied  ;    neither  am  1  under  the  influence  of 
any  pledge;   but  where  is  the  member,  who  ori 
this  subject  can  be  ignorant  of  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents  ?     The  storm  has  beaten  as  severely 
on  me  as  on  any  of  my  associates  in  this  House, 
and  if  after  having  received   the  strong  proof  of 
the  continued   confidence  of  those  whom  I  here 
represent,  I  could  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  solicita- 
tions, it  would  be  a  species  of  the   most  palpable 
ingratitude.     Sir,  one  word    as   to  the  effect  of 
yielding  to  the  public  voice.      It  will  derogate 
nothing  from  the  character  of  this  body.     It  will 
inspire  the  people   with   new  confidence  in  this 
Government.     The  strength  of  a  Republic  de- 
pends on  the  attachment  of  its  members.     How 
IS   that   attachment    to  be   preserved,   how  con- 
firmed?    Surely,  not   by  the   most  obstinate  ad- 
herence  to  unpopular   measures,  not  by  placing 
the  Government  in  array  against  the  nation.    Oft- 
en IS  the  most  determinate  British  administra- 
tion   literally  found   lo   yield   to  the  demands  of 
that  people.     But  permit  me  to  say,  that  of  all 
subjects,  ihe  one   now  under  discussion,  would, 
from  Its  peculiar  nature,  seem  to  be  the  last  upon 
which  we  should  be  tenacious  of  opinion. 

Mr.  C0M8TOCK,  of  New  York,  said,  it  was  un- 
pleasant for  him  to  detail  his  own  history,  but  as 
some  of  the  speeches  which  had  been  delivered 
on  this  subject,  might  be  construed  into  an  effort 
at  electioneering,  he  trusted  he  might  be  indulged 
in    saying,  what    was    well    known    lo   his  col- 
leagues, thai   he   declined    being  a  candidate  for 
member  of   Congress  at  the  last  election.     My 
constituents,  however,  said   Mr.  C,  contrary  to 
my  expectations,  have  again   returned   me  as  a 
member   of    this   House.     I   assure    you,   sir.    I 
have    no  wish  to   continue  m  any  public  situa- 
tion.    It   IS   my   desire    and    determination,   ere 
long,  to  return  to  the  practice  of  my  profession, 
and    lo  discharge  the   various  duties  which  de- 
volve   upon    me.  to  my   family  and    to  society. 
I    look    forward,    with    pleasure,    to    the    period 
when  official  responsibility  shall  no  longer  be  at- 
tached to  my  character.    1  mention  these  circum- 
stances,  sir,   to  show    '.hat    1   am    not   actuaud 
upon  this  occasion,  from  mere    motives  of  pop- 
ular favor.     When  ihe  compensation   law.  as  it 
IS  called,    which  we  are   now   about    to   repeal, 
was  under  consideration,  I  thought  it  was  a  sub- 
ject  upon    which   intelligent  and  virtuous  men 
might   fairly   entertain    an   honest  difference  of 
opinion.      Although,  sir.   I  was  opposed    to  the 
law,  and  of  course  differed   in  opinion  upon  this 
subject  with   its  advocates,   I   have  never  with- 
drawn from  them  my  respect  and  friendship.     I 
have  often  said,  that  the  compensation  law  was 
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:  s*  iporled,  9i)d  its  benefits  received  by  men  far 
i^aier  and  t>etter  than  myself;  men  whose  talents 
Imireii,  and  whose  virtues  I  revered.  Sir,  this 
ject  might  have  received  a  correct  and  jusi 
L'osiiion  jiQ  tranquillity  and  friendship.  It  in- 
\ifes  nog.eat  intrinsic  difficulty.  I  have  wit- 
^^ed  wiih:rfgret,  the  extreme  sensibilitv  and 
,|tement  (nanifested  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
kMon.  E:f  pressions  have  escaped  a  gentleman. 
|iiiDding  ic<  my  feelings,  and  to  ihe  moral  sense 
pi  dignity  pf  the  Committee.  A  slander  has 
^  -  J^  ca>t,  byJsoine  peraon.<i,  upon  the  good  people 
,  oi^*e  Unite|  States,  as  possessing  infidelity  and 
j'.C,y  of  m|ra[  principle.  Republicanism  and 
X  i«j^elity  haire  b-en  represented  as  inseparable 
Jco«paDioDSj  but,  sir,  our  religious  history  re- 
♦  pejk  this  unlijunded  imputation.  This  Republic 
j  '- -f^e  soil,  where  in  my  apprehension,  refined 
I  ni  iality  an.^  undefiled  religion  will  flourish  to 
i  lit  ,  latest  ages.  I  hope  the  character  of  our  de- 
;  bi,  ^s  will  i>ot  militate  against  this  consoling 
■■  id  4.  Is  it  iiossible.  sir,  that  the  good  people  who 
*.  c||  \vd  our  gallery,  have  been  constrained  to  hear 
Ujj/uage  uwered  u|)on  this  floor,  calculated  to 
fkeo  in  their  bosoms  the  iningl?d  emotions  of 
astonisljment.  and  disgust  !  But,  sir,  to  re- 
10  the  sgbject  more  immediately  under  con- 
sit^Jration.  Jn  this  Government,  all  authority  is 
dfi^-ired  from. the  people.  They  are  the  repository 
oi^wer,  an^  the  fountain  of  honor.  From  them 
-^lave  received  our  official  elevation. 


tM 


We  are 

qif  public  jgents;  and  to  them  we  are  respon- 
:  s^  r  lor  our.  conduct.  In  short,  sir.  I  hold  iha; 
'.  lit  .people  Hve  a  right  to  instruct  their  Repre- 
*  se  wtives  ;  and  ihal  it  is  our  duty  to  obey,  under 
J  c«;  i-aiD  quaUpcaiions,  the  voice  of  our  conMitu- 
^  ep  1.  To  tee  Governor  of  the  Univer.se,  we  are 
?:  u[i  i.tr  obligSiiions,  paramount  to  any  which  we 
^  c^i  owe  to  laian.  Should  the  instructions  of  my 
^  c»i  iiituenis,  therefore,  conflict  with  the  Cunslilu- 
^tii  )'  or  witu  my  ideas  of  moral  propriety,  (an 
jjer  3t  which!  by  no  means  anticipate.)  I  should 
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h. 
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hesitate  how  to  act.  Only  two  alternatives 
Id  be  pie.-'ented  to  my  choice;  to  disregard 
IT  instructions,  or  to  resign  my  .seat  in  this 
orable  b-)dy.  As  to  public  sentiment  and 
iDg  00  the  compen.sation  law.  I  can  only  add 
lesiiraocry  in  f^vur  of  the  declaration  of  hon- 
or&le  members,  who  have  assured  you  that  it  is 
i:gt.|^rally  dieapprubated  and  condemned. 
X  \\r-  Chairman.  I  have  no  ambition  to  detain 
.  yu  i;by  repealing  narraiivesand  arguments  which 
•  hj  V-  been  a^urded  by  gentlemen,  founded  -n  the 
t  n^  iMfestaticm  of  public  ipinion,  strongly  evincing 
;llai  propriety  of  repealing  this  ofl'en.Mve  law.  1 
.■  W'l  vonly  say,  that  in  the  district  in  which  I  have 
i  iht  liappmess  to  reside,  the  effect  of  the  compen- 
?s».-  yn  law  was  electrical.  Ii  aruUsed  into  active 
*op  'sitiun,  not  only  those  who  had  been  habiiu 
-lj|  engrtg^ij  in  politics,  but  also  many  who  had 
um  il  ever  been  seen  before  on  the  poliiicul 
lire.  Itjis  high  time,  then,  that  this  law. 
bh  has  rvceived  such  universal  denunciaiioo 


J  81'  4ld    be  r^-pealed.     I  should  have  be»*n  happy 


t« 


i  I 


>ave  acie;j  upon  this  subject  earlier  in  the  se>- 
V.    The  .5>eople  are   undoubtedly  opposed  to 


that  part  of  the  law  which  fixes  the  mode  of  oar 
compensation,  but  more  especially  to  the  amount 
we  are  authorized  to  receive.  Sir.  repeal  the 
law.  reduce  our  wages  to  the  old  standard  of  six 
dollars  per  day,  and  they  will  be  satisfied.  They 
generally  think  this  compensation  adequate.— 
Upon  this  point  some  of  us  entertain  a  difl"erent 
opinion.  I  am  disposed,  however,  to  bow  to  the 
public  will,  so  clearly  expressed  on  this  occasion, 
and  to  try  the  consequence.  But  we  are  called 
upon  by  gentlemen  to  refund  a  part  of  the  money 
which  we  have  received  under  the  compensation 
law.  This  is  taking  higher  ground  than  I  have 
seen  taken  in  the  newspapers,  or  than  I  have 
anywhere  heard  in  conversation.  The  law  was 
not  corruptly  procured.  It  was  passed  in  this 
House  upon  mature  deliberation,  and  received 
the  solemn  sanction  of  all  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  never  conceived  it  unjust  or  im- 
proper in  me  to  receive  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation thus  afforded.  I  have  never  felt  any  com- 
punctious visitmgs  of«  conscience  for  this  part  of 
ray  conduct.  When  this  shall  be  the  ca.se,  I  hope 
I  may  be  faithful  to  manifest  a  duty.  Conceiv- 
ing then,  sir,  that  I  am  neither  called  upon  by  the 
voice  of  my  constituents,  or  of  justice,  to  refund 
any  part  of  the  money  conferred  on  me  by  the 
compensation  law,  I  shall  vote  accordingly.  Let 
other  gentlemen  follow  the  dictates  of  their  own 
enlightened  reason  and  conscience  io  the  decision 
of  this  question. 

I  know  it  has  been  said  that  the  course  I  advo- 
cated would  drive  men  of  talents,  learning,  and 
integrity,  from  the  National  Councils.  Upon 
this  argument.  I  do  not  at  present  hazard  an 
opinion;  but  1  will  say,  that  if  an  evil  of  this 
kind  should  be  produced  and  ascertained,  in  the 
good  sense  and  virtue  of  the  community  it  would 
tind  Its  corrective.  The  people  of  the  United 
Stales  are  too  well  informed  ;  they  too  strongly 
desire  their  own  prosperity  and  happiness  to  sui- 
ter a  consequence  of  this  description  long  to  exist 
without  applying  the  appropriate  remedy. 

There  is  certainly  one  aspect  in  which  this 
subject  can  be  viewed,  which  augurs  well  for  the 
purity  and  stability  of  our  republican  insiituiions. 
it  demonstrates  giat  the  people  are  jealous  of 
what  they  deem  to  be  their  rights;  that  they  are 
wait-hful  over  the  conduct  of  their  public  agents. 
On  this  subject,  however,  some  think  they  have 
mistaken  the  true  path  of  interest.  Whether  this 
is  the  fact  time  will  disclose.  Our  experience  on 
this  subject  will,  moreover,  add  another  proof  of 
the  excellency  of  the  form  of  our  Government. 
It  will  show  that  the  people,  without  wading 
through  blood  and  slaughter,  by  resorting  to 
Revolutionary  measures,  have  it  in  their  po'wer, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  to  abro- 
gate what  they  conceive  to  be  unjust  or  oppres- 
Mve  laws,  and  to  substitute  others,  in  their  opin- 
ion, more  consonant  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
principles  of  rational  liberty. 

Mr.  HuLBERT,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  less  than 
one  year  ago,  after  long  discussion  and  mature 
deliberation,  we  passed  the  law  which  is  now  in 
review  before  us.    There  does  not  uow  exin  a 
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single  objection  against  the  measure  worthy  of 
notice,  which  was  not  then  repeatedly  and  vehe- 
mently urged  ;  nor  was  there  one  argument  which 
could  then  be  used  in  favor  oi  the  passage  of  the 
law  which  may  not  at  this  time,  with  greater 
force,  be  brought  against  its  repeal.  Shalt  we 
not  then  abide  Uy  what  we  have  done?  Shall 
the  senseless  clamor  which  we  have  heard  make 
us  give  up  our  opinion  and  oppose  the  dicates  of 
our  own  consciences?  Shall  we  now  repeal  this 
law  which  we  so  lately  passed,  and  which  we 
siill  deem  essential  to  our  country's  good?  No, 
it  would  be  a  gross  violation  of  our  public  duty, 
and  a  cruel  act  of  self  degradation.  To  use  the 
language  of  Burke,  it  would  be  touching  the  bot- 
tom o(  humiliation;  our  lead  would  be  brought 
up  covered  with  mud. 

Sir,  the  adoption  of  the  propositions  now  be- 
fore us  would  surely  hang  us  on  one  of  the  horns 
of  this  dilemma.  We  must  either  confess  our- 
selves guilty  of  extrt-me  rashness  in  the  vote  we 
gave  la-t  session,  or  of  cowardice  in  the  one  we 
DOW  give. 

I  cannot,  said  Mr.  H.,  refrain  from  expressing 
my  astonishtnent,  that  a  motion  to  repeal  this  law 
should  have  come  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from   Virginia.  (Mr.   Randolph.)     At  the  last 
session  he  not  only  voted  for  the  law,  but  the  ut- 
most poweis  of  his  wit  and  eloquence  were  ex- 
erted to   procure  its  passage;  and   even   at  this 
session  he  has  declared   his  mistaken  confidence 
in  the  justice  and   propriety  of  tlie  measure,  and 
has  poured  a  torrent  of  ridicule  upon  the  oppo- 
sition to  it.     But  now  that  honorable  gentleman 
is  not  contended  with   moving  the  repeal  of  the 
law  ;  no,  he  goes  a  giant's  stride  beyond  that ;  he 
proposes  that  we  should  be  compelled   to  restore 
to  the  Treasury  whatever  we  may  have  received 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  former  compensation. 
How  these  propositions  can  be  consistent  with 
the  course  heretofore  taken  by  him,  I  will  leave 
to  the  great  ingenuity  of  that  gentleman  to  show  ; 
for  1  mukt  acknowledge  that  it  is  far  beyond  my 
power.     Sir,   the  honorable  gentleman    has    re- 
peatedly declared,   that,  if  he  had  voted  against 
the  passage  of  the  law,  he  would  sooner  have 
thrust   his   liaml   into  his  neighbor's  pocket  and 
purloined   his   money,   than   to  have  taken  from 
the  Treasury  one  cent  beyond  the  old  allowance 
of  six  dollars  per  day.     You  will  permit  me,  sir, 
to  say,  that,  since  I  gave  my  vote  for  the  law,  I 
would  as  soon  confess  myself  guilty  of  theli  and 
robbt-ry,  as  to  vote  for  the  last  amendment  pro- 
posed  hy   the   honorable  gentleman.     We   have 
received   nothing  more  than  what  a  law  consti- 
tutionally passed — a  law  which  the  mover  of  this 
amendmeiitsiill  declaresto  be  justand  righteous — 
gave  us.     Why,  then,  refund  the  money?     I  do 
not  care  for  trie   pitiful  sum  in  question;  no,  I 
would  not  contend   a   moment  for  that.     But  I 
will  contend  for  principle,  for  consistency.     I  re- 
member being  present  in  my  early  youth  when  a 
slraiigfr   entered  the   room,  and,  reminding  the 
head   of  the  family  of  a   theft  which  had  been 
committed  upon  his  goods  many  years  before  that 
time,  confessed,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  that  he 


was  the  thief.  He  declared  that  he  had  repented 
of  his  crime,  and  had  come  to  make  restitution, 
which  he  faithfully  did  to  the  utmost  farthing. 
Sir,  the  conduct  of  that  man  I  have  always  ad- 
mired, and  if,  like  him,  1  could  consider  myself  a 
felon,  I  would  follow  his  example:  I  would  con- 
fess my  guilt,  and  hasten  to  make  restitution  to 
the  people  ;  I  would  vote  for  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. But  I  have  no  consciousness  of  guilt,  and 
therefore  I  will  make  no  confession.  I  will  abide 
by  what  I  have  done.  Sir,  I  have  seen  in  news- 
papers stories  of  thieves,  who,  having  swallowed 
the  money  they  had  stolen,  had  emetics  forced 
down  their  throats  to  compel  them  to  disgorge 
their  ill-gotten  gains.  I  hope  that  that  process 
did  not  suggest  to  the  gentleman  the  propositioa 
he  has  made. 

Can  it  be  possible  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man really  wishes  the  repeal  of  this  law?  No, 
he  shakes  his  head — he  denies  it.  I  am  left,  then, 
to  conjecture  the  object  he  has  in  view.  Sure  I 
am  that  no  unworthy  motive  can  govern  him. 
He  is  as  much  above  what  he  can  think  dishon- 
orable conduct,  as  the  sublimest  flight  of  the 
eagle  is  above  the  creeping  reptile. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  well  remember  that  the  propo- 
sition for  raising  the  compensation  of  members  of 
Congress  was  first  suggested  to  me  by  my  hon- 
orable friend   from    Kentucky,  (Mr.  Jounson.) 
He  requested  my  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  measure.     Alter  taking  time  to  deliberate  on 
the  subject,  I  assured  him  that  I  approved  of  his 
plan,  and  would  give  it  my  cordial  support.     I 
rejoiced   that  the  motion  would  come  from  one 
who  was  above  all  suspicion  ot  mean  and  sordid 
views — one  who  had  proved  his  patriotism,  and 
was   then    bleeding  with  the  wounds  he  had  re- 
ceived in  the  service  of  his  country.     Sir,  I  was 
faithful  to  my  promise.     I  gave  him  all  the  sup- 
port I  could  :  I  gave  him  my  vote,  and  I  rejoiced 
with  him  when  the  law  was  passed,  for  I  thought 
il  esseulial  to  the  public  good.     Wilh  what  pleas- 
ure did  I  see  that  honorable  gentleman  rise  in  his 
seat,  a  lew  days  since,  in   defence   of  the  law  ! 
I  thought  it  due  to  himself  and  his  friends  that 
he  should  defend  the  measure  he  had  originated. 
I   listened    to   his  animated  and  powerful  argu- 
ment,   and    it   strengthened   and    confirmed    ihe 
opinion   I  had  adopted.     But  with  what  surprise 
and   regret  did  I  hear  him  concluding  his  speech 
with  a  motion  to  repeal  or  modify  the  law  he  had 
so  nobly  defended!    I  cannot  deny  thai  il  gave 
me  pain. 

You  will  allow  me,  sir,  to  advert  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  which  has  been  made  upon  this 
subject.  That  report  is  manifestly  the  produc- 
tiou  of  great  talents.  It  bears  on  every  page  the 
stamp  of  powerful  intellect.  It  is  an  unanswer- 
able argument  in  support  of  the  present  law,  and 
yet  It  concludes  by  recommending  its  repeal !  Sir, 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  report  I  have  mentioned,  remind 
me  of  war  elephants,  which  sometimes  in  the 
heal  and  confusion  of  battle  turn  from  the  enemf 
and  trample  down  their  owners. 

Sir,  what  objections  have  beea  raade  against 
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-law  ?    J'ithe  present  compensation  tooereat? 
f,  very  (4w,  have  made  the  assertion.  The  hon 


6nd 


fining  a 


^^.........uu.     But  if  he  can  save  the 

he  namrs,  he  surely  raust  have  an  art  in  man 
his  ajfairs  which 


tion  should  have  been  an  allowance  per  day.  and 
not  a  salary.  I  have  ever  considered  the  contest 
on  this  point  as  a  mere    dispute   about  words. 


very  few  of  us  possess 

^  lilting,  liowever,  the  accuracy  of  his  state-  |  Surely  it  makes  no  difference  with  the  Trea<^ury 

mj  11,1  wou!^  not  wish  for  a  stronger  argument  to    whether   the  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  to  be  taken 

sh  ir,  that  liie  late  compensation  was  quite  insuf-  '  from  it,  be  received   in  the  former  or  the  latter 

5  ■  '^'■,,  "  '*'°"''^  ^""^  "'^  °"'y  ^°"'  hundred  and  i  mode.     The  amount  which   the  people  have  to 

hit  ■  dollars,:to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  our  fara-  I  pay.  is   the  same ;  and  it   is  no  high  compliment 

rilu;  ^°    j''*  months,  and  to  compensate  us  for    to  their  understanding,  to  suppose  that  they  regard 

|ou<    abandonment  of  our  professions  or  occupa-    the  form,  and  not  the  substance  of  things.     Why 

|ticN  »,  and    ^he  consequent    derangement  of  our    should  there  be  anything  so  frightful  in  the  idea 

jprj  *te  affairs.     Even  the  gentleman  himself,  on  I  of  a  salary  ?     Sir,  the  President  of  the  United 


Jref  ction,  stiemed  startled  at  his  own  argument. 
;au  hastened  from  it.  to  tell  us  how  much  honor 
|W(!  eceive  biv'beingmerabersof Congress.  Honor, 
rsir,  are  we  ♦hamelions,  that  we  can  live  on  air  ? 
\\  flist  ackiwwledge  that  I  fear  we  shall  prove 
Ives  rafher  too  much  like  those  strange  an- 
►  's  ;  for  if  we  now   repeal  this  law.  we' shall 


L'e  at   lei^st  that  we  can  change  our  opinions  I  be'answered,  and  truly,  that'the  judges  areobliged 
e  as  easily  as  they  can  change  their  colors,  j  to  spend  the  whole  of  the  year  in    courts,  in  the 


;;  if  we  4an  live  on  honor,  will  it  feed  and 
fae  our  fellies  ?  No.  sir,  while  we  are  strut- 
here,  inflated  with  honor,  they  may  be  freez- 


?nd  star^/ing  at  hora^-.  And  you  will  allow  |  fully  performed  it  by  having  faithfully  attended 
i*'^ '°  ^'*1\  '^^'  ^^  '^^o  can  forget  his  wife  |  the  several  sessions?  No,  sir;  he  who  le<Tislates 
I  }:h»ldren.. although  he  may  have  a  sound  head,  for  eight  millions  of  people  ;  he  to  whose  c'are  the 
I.J  have  a^rotten  heart,  and  IS  unfit  for  a  legis-     ■     •  ••    >  ..... 
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,of  |cent  eac,'^,  per  year 

has  eve*  been  my  opinion,  that  the  allowance 
ito  |reinr)erst>f  Congress  sljould  be  such  as  would 
jdrJlf-  into  tl<;?  councils  of  the  nation  men  of  dis- 
jtinlfiished  talents  and  information,  from  all  parts 
Jof  lie  Unior^  whether  rich  or  poor.  Nothing  can 
;be|.jore  imfK>rtant  to  the  people,  than  that  their 
iR(#resentat,-ves  should  be  men  of  that  description 


States  receives  a  salary.  So  does  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, who  presides  over  the  highest  Legislative 
branch  of  the  Government.  Look  throughout 
the  government  ol  the  Union,  and  that  of  the  in- 
dividual States,  and  how  frequent,  how  common 
are  salaried  officers!  Are  not  the  judges  of  our 
highest  courts  of  that  description  ?    I  know  it  will 


study  of  the  laws,  and  otherwise  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  high  duties.  And  what,  sir,  is  the 
duty  of  a  member  of  Congress?     Will  we  have 


ihave  ne/er  seen  the  objection  to  the  amount 
<jmpensation  placed  in  a  stronger  point  of  view. 
li  has  befn  done  by  an  honorable  gentleman, 
Vj  lately  resigned  his  seat  on  this  floor.  (Mr. 
k'rant,  ofjSouth   Carolina.)     In  his  letter  of 


>E 
;va 

M 


destinies  of  the  nation  are  in  a  considerable  de- 
gree committed,  should  keep  his  eye  steadily  fixed 
on  the  public  weal— should  consider  himself  con- 
stantly in  the  service  of  his  country.  There  can- 
not, then,  be  any  incongruity  in  the  ideas  of  le- 
gislator and  salary. 
,  It  is  amusing  to  notice   upon  what  opposite 

»nation.  le  says,  the  present  compensation  i  grounds  this  mode  of  compensation  has  been  de- 
lopens  the  door  of  Congress  to  virtue  and  tal-  nounced.  The  Legislature  of  one  of  the  Slates 
.and  cos-s  his  constituents,  beyond  what  they  has  resolved  that  it  was  beneath  our  dignity  to 
lerly  pai^i,  less  than  one  cent  and  one-fourth  i  make  ourselves  salaried  officers ;  that  is  to  say,  it 

was  beneath  our  dignity  to  place  ourselves  on  a 
level  in  that  respect,  with  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales.  At  ihe  same  time,  meetings  of 
patriots  in  other  parts  of  the  couniry  were  as 
stoutly  resolving,  that  we  had  taken  to  ourselves 
too  much  consequence,  and  had  exalted  ourselves 
quite  too  high.  Sir,  I  cannot  think  that  the  op- 
posiiiou  to  the  mode  of  compensation  is  support- 
to  me 

.  -    ,-      ,  -  ■-  . _—..„- had 

^^utive.  uy  tor  lucrative  einploymenis  m  pri-  determined  to  raise  a  clamor  against  the  law,  at 
P  life,  rrace  the  subject  to  the  commence- 1  all  events.  ?.nd  who,  being  forced  to  admit  that  the 
'*  of  our-Government.  and  hor  =..... 


janSihat  the*  should  be  placed  above  lemptation  i  ed    by  any  substantial  reason.     It  appears  to 
{tu  J,>andon  their  seats  for  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  !  lo  be,  generally,  the  last  resort  of  those  who 


w  many  mem- 


IrjOf  both   branches  of  the  Legislature  do 


we 


present  compensation  is  not  toohigh,  seized  on  this 
objection,  in  the  true  spirit  of  Goldsmith's  sehool- 


J 


resigning   their  seats,  because   they  cannot 

-     .  ^     -  ,  endure  the  sacrifice  which  their  situation  requires 

lie  geniMman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Desha,)  j  of  them  ?  This  causes  a  constant  succession  of 
^-ust  be  a  {milted,  has  taken  that  ground,  and  '  new  and  inexperienced  members;  distracts  the 
hal^eclaredi  that  the  old  allowance  of  six  dollars  councils  of  the  nation,  and  forbids  the  hope  of  the 
•.pe|..day  wa.>^  sufficiently  high.  He  has  made  a  establishment  of  a  broad  and  lasting  syViem  of 
-TiUil^te  calc^jlation  of  the  expenses,  which  he  policy,  which  shall  look  to  the  permanent  pros- 
;  ih.  i|cs  would  reasonably  be  incurred  by  attending  perity  and  glory  of  the  country. 
;a<.  (.Jiionoffikemonth.s.and  concludes  that  a  mem-  Sir,I  will  dwell  no  longeron  this  point  lara 
fbtf^  ^ighl  (farry  home  lo  his  family  about  four  confident  that  the  cool  and  deliberate  opinion  of 
|h.^  Jred  anc>  fitty  dollars.  1  know  that  that  hon-  ,  the  people  will  be,  that  the  compensation  is  not 
lor*  -le  gentlt*mau  is  incapable  of  stating  anything    too  high. 

iw4^«h  he  dcjes  not  think  perfectly  correct, and  no  |      An  objection  which  has  been  very  strenuously  I 

■oijjwill  dou^t  that  he  lives  in  this  city  in  a  style    urged  against  the  law.  is  this,  that  the  compensa-  I 
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master,  that,  even  though  vanquished,  they  might 
'argue  still. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  repeatedly  asserted, 
that  It  is  indelicate  and  improper  for  members  of 
Congress  to  determine  their  own  compensation. 
Sir,  there  is  a  perfect,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  an 
entirely  satisfactory  answer  to  this  objection. 
When  the  orieinal  draught  of  the  Constitution,  as 
made  by  the  Convention,  was  proposed  to  the  peo- 
ple for  adoption,  it  contained  an  article  expressly 
prohibiting  Congress  from  passing  any  law  for 
raising  the  compensation  of  its  own  members, 
which  should  take  effect  before  an  election  should 
haveintervened.  Thisarlicle  was  rejected. and  left 
out  of  ihe  Constitution.  The  people,  then,  have 
decided  the  question.  They  have  determined 
that  It  IS  proper  for  us  to  fix  our  own  compensa- 
tion :  and, sir,  having  made  up  our  minds  to  raise 
the  allowance,  it  would  have  been  a  false  delicacy 
an  affected  disregard  of  self-interest,  not  to  have 
embraced  in  the  provision  the  present  Congress. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  voice  of  the  people  com- 
mands the  repeal  of  this  law.  Sir.  I  deny  the 
fact.  Grentlemen  have  mistaken  the  clamor  of 
newspapers,  and  the  noise  of  party  spirit,  and  fac- 
tious demagogues,  for  the  voice  of  the  nation.  No 
one.  I  trust,  entertains  a  higher  respect  for  the 
cool  and  deliberate  opinions  of  the  people,  than  I 
do.  But  I  have  heard  no  such  opinion  on  this 
subject. 

The  first  clamor  against  this  law,  which  I  re- 
member to  have  heard, and  to  have  thought  worthy 
ol  notice,  was  raised  in  the  greatest  commercial 
city  in  the  Union.  An  important  election  was 
about  to  take  place.  A  meeting  of  one  of  the 
parlies  was  called,  at  which,  resolutions  were 
passed,  denouncing  in  bitter  terms  the  compensa- 
tion law,  and  charging  it  to  the  account  of  their 
political  opponents.  This  immediately  produced 
violent  recrimination,  and  the  charge  was  furi- 
ously retorted.  Sir,  the  accusation  ou  both  sides 
was  unjust.  The  compensation  law  was  no  party 
measure.  It,  however,  soon  became  fashionable 
in  various  parts  of  the  Union,  for  the  great  polit- 
ical parties  to  attack  each  other  with  this  formi- 
dable weapon.  Federal  and  Democratic  dema- 
gogues contended  who  should  be  foremost  and 
loudest  in  denouncing  the  compensation  men  : 
the  artillery  of  the  press  was  opened  upon  us; 
Legislatures  attacked  us  with  resolves;  grand 
juries  presented  us  ;  and  mobs  hung  us — in  effigy  ! 
This,  sir,  1$  the  voice  of  the  people.  whichVe 
are  so  solemnly  bound  to  obey,  and  which  has 
spread  such  consternation  within  these  walls  I 

My  honorable  friend  (.Mr.  Parris)  has  told  the 
Committee  that  he  now  stands  presented  by  a 
grand  jury,  for  having  voted  for  the  compensa- 
tion law  last  session  ;  he  has  declared,  that  it  is 
the  only  time  in  his  life  he  has  been  in  that  sad 
predicament,  and  he  appears  to  be  much  agitated 
on  the  subject.  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  lo  add'to  the 
afflictions  of  my  honorable  friend  ;  but  I  must  re- 
mind him,  that  it  is  not  the  only  time  he  has  been 
thus  unkindly  noticed  by  a  grand  jury.  He  stands 
presented  for  attending  a  caucus  last  Winter  in 
this  city,  for  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  for 


President.  But  I  beg  my  colleague  not  to  be  too 
much  alarmed.  I  am  sure  he  would,  on  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial,  be  acquitted  of  both  those  charges. 
But  should  he  now,  with  no  better  reasons  than 
be  has  yet  offered,  vote  to  repeal  the  law.  which 
he  so  lately  zealously  supported,  he  would  richly 
deserve  to  be  indicted  for  that  offence,  and  I  am 
confident  that  there  could  not  be  empannelled  in 
this  country  an  honest  jury  who  would  not  dad 
him  guilty. 

Since  grand  juries  have  been  brought  into  this 
debate  by  my  colleague,  to  prove  that  the  voice 
of  the  people  is  against  this  law,  I  must  say.  that 
I  recollect  only  two  who  have  acted  on  this  sub- 
ject.    One  of  those  grand  inquests  in  a  northern 
State  (Vermont)  presented,  as  a  great  grievance, 
that  we  raised  our  compensation  at  a  lime  when 
an  inauspicious  season  threatened  want  and  fam- 
ine.   Sir,  when  we  passed  the  law  that  State  was. 
as  usual,  one  hundred  feet,  be  the  same  more  or 
less,  under  snow !  and  yet  the  evil  that  threatened 
those  wise  men.  at  the  time  they  made  the  pre- 
sentment, was  a  drought!     Another  grand  jurf, 
in  Georgia,  placed  in  a  very  singular  predicament 
some  of  the  Representatives  of  that  State,  whom 
1  now  see  in  their  .seats.     Although  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  voted  with  all  their  might  against 
the  law,   yet   they  were   presented  because  they 
did,  on  other  subjects,  make  long,  laborious,  and 
tedious  speeches,  and  also  because  they  did  not 
make  like  speeches  against  the  compensation  Jaw. 
Mr.  Chairman,  this  voice  of  the  people  has  pro- 
duced one   very  wonderful  effect.     It  has  made 
my  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Parris)  fall  most  des- 
perately in  love  with  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts.    This  I  rejoice  lo  learn,  and  I  hope  he 
will  prove  no  fickle  lover.      For  years  past  that 
gentleman  has  been  quarrelling  with  that  Legis- 
lature;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  recon- 
ciliation and  attachment  are  unfeigned,  for  he  has 
given  the  strongest  proofs  of  their  sincerity.    He 
has  informed  the  Cotnmiitee  that  he  has  received 
ceruin  resolves  from  that  Legislature,  requesting 
him  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  compensation 
law ;  and  that,  although  he  voted  for  that  law 
last  session,  and  then  thought  it  a  just  and  neces- 
sary measure,  and  still  thinks  so,  yet  he  feels  him- 
sell   bound  to  obey  the  request  he  has  received, 
and  shall  cheerfully  give  up  his  own  opinion.  Do 
the  Committee  wish  for  any  further  evidence  of 
his  sincere  devotion  ?   They  will  then  do  my  col- 
league the  justice  to  recollect,  that  he  never  even 
named  the  Legislature,  without  making  a  very 
low  and  reverential  bow. 

Sir,  I  too  have  received  copies  of  certain  late 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Ma.ssachusetts. 
That  honorable  body  has  been  pleased  to  resolve 
that  the  compensation  law,  passed  last  session, 
''  is  an  innovation  upon  the  custom,  and  not  con- 
genial with  the  Republican  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernment." and  has  requested  me,  among  others, 
to  use  my  intluence  to  effect  its  repeal.  1  will  not 
obey  the  request.  I  will  vote  against  the  repeal, 
and  will  surely  oppose  it  with  the  little  influence 
I  may  have.  My  judgment  and  my  conscience 
plainly  point  out  to  me  that  course.    My  opinioa 
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«  been  deliberately  formed — it  is  fixed,  but  not 

'n  a  frost ;  I  will  not  give  it  up  to  any  man,  or 

,dy  of  raerj,  on  earth. 

s  long  «s  memory   shall   hold  a  seat   in   my 

in,  I  sh&ll   be  warmly  attached  to  Massachu- 

s.    Il  is  the  l»nd  of  my  nativity.    There  I  first 

dvHW  my  breath,  and  there  are  the  objects  of  my 

fi^.desi  aflVctions.     I  am  proud  of  it  as  the  birth- 

p^.>ce  of  A^l1erican  freedom.    There  streamed  the 

fi -it  blood  fhat  sealed  and  sanctified  our  independ- 

ei^^e,  and  triere,  1  trust,  will  stream  the  last  in  its 

diifence.     i  cannot,  however,  fail  to  express  ray 

r^ret.  that;  the  Legislature  of  that  great  and  pow- 

e»r»il  Comwonwealth  should  have  thought  fit  to 

ii«(frfere  it,  a  concern  so  triflmgand  unimportant 

t(4;the   int«rests^of  that  State.     It   was   beneath 

tKjir  dignity.     The  agitation  of  that  great  body, 

oaJthis  little  subject,  resembles 

i   ocean  into  tempest  wrought, 
To  w/ift  a  feather,  or  to  drown  a  fly." 

f  Slate  ^governments  have  any  right  to  inter- 

leje  with  tue  doings  of  Congress,  surely  that  right 

stfjuld   be  exercised  only  on  highly  momentous 

ions.    And  what  is  the  question  which  orig- 

iiited  the  resolutions  I  have  received  ?     One  not 

0|  J:y  of  liit.'e  importance  to  the  Slate  from  which 

tl  r$r  came,  but  on  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  was 

►oily  inejipedient,  if  not  absolutely  unlawful, 

the  Legislature   of   that   State   to  act.     Sir, 

u^jler  the  0:ld  Confederation,  each  State  had  ihe 

til  to  fix  (he  compensation  of  its  own  members 

Ccngrej>;  but  when  the  present  Constitution 

3  adoptei^.  that  right  was  taken  from  the  indi- 

ual  Sia[t>s  and  given  to  Congress  exclusively. 

^ay?    Because  it  was  thought  proper  that  the 

'  preset! tatives  of  all  the  States  should  have  an 

-ual  compensation,  and  because  it  was  known 

t  members  of  Congress  would  be  best  qualified 

udge  of  «he  expenses  and  the  sacrifices  which 

ir  situauon  would  require,  and.  of  course,  to 

ermine  what  would  be  a  reasonable  allowance. 

iryiT,  the  ^solutions  which  I  have  received  from 

JWf  u»achus(jits,  are  not  accompanied  by  a  single 

/ffeson  to  crcommend  ihem.      The  request  is  a 

iii|l»ed   one,      If   the  Legislature   had  any   good 

rd|»rons  to  »ffer,  as  guides  for  my  conduct,  surely 

UiJ"  would* not  have  been  so  unkind  as  to  keep 

'ra  back..  I  am  therefore  bound  to  believe  they 

I  none.     f'An  innovation  upon  the  custom,  and 

congeni»l  with  the  Republican  principles  of 

Governtnent  I"     The  alphabet,  ground  in  a 

pAper  mill;  would  convey  to  me  as  distinct  an 

i(»a  as  the»t?  words  do — ihey  mean  anything — 

tt^y  mean   nothing. 

''^l   has    bk^en    fashionable,    during    this  debate, 
■^Irjijle  talkiii-g  about  the  voice  of  the  people,  for 
g,';<>tlemen  (••  state  to  the  Committee  their  expe- 
ritiQce  in   tVlation   to  this  ill-fated   law.     I  must 
follow  the  (ashion;  but  I  will  despatch  the  topic 
iB^:j  few  wijYds.   On  my  return  home,  last  Spring, 
1  *ive  due  ftoiice  to  my  constituents  that  I  voted 
the  compensation  law,  and  that  I  never  would 
C   for  ill    repeal.     And    yet,    Mr.    Chairman, 
nge  as  it  may  seem  to  some  honorable  genile- 
i   ^^')  *  con>eniion   of  my  district,  very  numer- 


ously attended,  unanimously  nominated  me  agaia 
for  their  candidate,  and  I  unanimously  declined. 
Such  is  my  experience. 

Sir,  a  great  statesman  has  told  us  thai  nothing 
is  so  rash  as  fear.  Let  us  take  care  that  in  legis- 
lating on  this  subject  we  are  not  influenced  by  a 
factious  clamor,  taking  ii  for  an  expression  of  ihe 
real  sentiments  of  the  nation.  I  am  confident 
that  the  settled  opinion  of  the  American  people 
will  sanction  what  we  have  done. 

Among  the  many  disastrous  effects  which  the 
repeal  of  this  law,  if  it  take  place,  will  produce, 
there  is  one  peculiarly  to  be  dreaded.  It  will  en- 
courage a  mean  and  sordid  spirit  in  our  legisla- 
tion— a  spirit  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  already 
quite  loo  prevalent.  Its  baneful  influence  is  con- 
stantly felt.  It  forces  us  to  abandon  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  nation.  Even  the  sacred  advice  of 
Washington  must  be  disregarded  or  neglected. 
Let  us  propose  to  fortify  our  country,  "that  in 
lime  of  peace  we  may  be  prepared  for  war;"  let 
us  ofTer  any  great  scheme  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  we  are  sure  to  have  our  ears  >tunned 
with  the  cry  of  economy  !  economy  ! !  Sir.  I  hate 
that  word.  It  once  conveyed  the  idea  of  a  noble 
virtue;  it  meant  the  safe  and  prudent  manage- 
ment of  our  affairs;  it  now  signifies  parsimony 
and  meanness.  It  is  the  magic  word  in  the  mouin 
oi  demagogues,  by  which  the  people  are  charmed 
out  of  their  seBses,  and  cheated  out  of  their  best 
rights.  It  is  a  siroc  blast  in  the  political  world; 
it  prostrates  the  strength,  and  withers  all  the  ener- 
gies of  our  country. 

Sir,  if  we  reduce  the  compensation  to  what  it 
was  before  the  passage  of  this  law,  we  may  soon 
witness  attempts  to  sink  it  still  lower.  No  one 
can  tell  where  the  struggle  for  popularity  will 
end.  A  contest  for  a  seat  in  Congress  will  be 
like  whm  the  jockies  call  a  scrub  race,  which  is 
so  contrived,  that  the  slowest  and  meanest  horse 
is  always  sure  to  win  the  stake.  Yes,  sir,  men 
will  fill  your  Hall  of  Legislation,  who  will  be 
as  unfit  to  make  laws,  as  an  ass  is  to  teach  al- 
gebra. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  but  few  words  to  add. 
I  deliberately  gave  my  vote  for  the  law  in  ques- 
tion; I  thought  it  a  just  and  necessary  measure. 
I  have  reviewed  the  ^ubject,  and  am  entirely  sat- 
isfied with  what  I  have  done.  I  will  not  look  up 
to  the  weathercock  of  popularity,  to  see  which 
way  the  gale  is  blowing.  Not  having  changed 
my  opinion,  I  will  not  change  my  vote.  If  the 
clamor  of  demagogues  shall  not  cease;  if  the 
storms  of  faction  shall  ctniinue  to  rage,  I  have 
only  to  feel  conscious  that  I  have  done  my  duty, 
and  to  say,  with  King  Lear,  --blow  winds,  and 
crack  your  cheeks." 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  he  did  not  expect,  after  the 
serious  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Randolph,)  that  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  political  life  be  should  not  offer  any  pro- 
position to  the  House,  to  hear  so  soon,  from  that 
quarter,  an  amendment  proposed  of  such  a  deci- 
sive character. 

[Mr.  Randolph  explained,  that  he  did  not  mean 
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to  say  he  should   introduce  no  amendments:  he 
spoke  only  of  original  propositions.] 

Mr.  F.  did  not  understand  the  declaratioTi  to 
have  had  any  such  limitation.  He  was  not.  how- 
ever, about  to  find  fault  with  this  change  or  for- 
getfulness  of  the  resolution  previously  announced  ; 
be  was  about  to  congratulate  the  House  and  the 
country,  that  some  benefit  was  hereafter  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  gentleman's  information  and  ex- 
perience, in  the  management  of  the  public  busi- 
ness. From  the  nature  of  the  amendment,  and 
from  the  introductory  remarks  to  it,  it  was  obvi- 
ous that  the  object  was  to  make  the  repealing  law 
so  obnoxious  as  to  endanger  its  final  adoption. 

[Mr.  R.  was  sorry  to  interrupt  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  again,  but  his  object  was  to  induce 
the  Hou>e  to  aci  correctly  ;  this  could  be  done  by 
one  of  two  modes — preserving  the  old  law,  or 
adopting  his  amendment.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  was  glad  to  be  corrected.  He 
had  supposed,  that  in  arguing  from  the  effect,  to 
ascertain  the  motive  of  the  proposed  amendment, 
be  was  pursuing  a  fair  course  of  reasoning,  and 
one  calculated  to  lead  him  to  the  truth.  As  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  stated  now  his  view 
so  definitely,  he  should  not  impute  to  him  the  de- 
sign to  produce  an  effect  which  would  neverthe- 
less follow  the  success  of  his  amendment.  The 
question  bel'ore  the  Committee  is  now  confined  to 
the  first  section  of  the  amendment,  and  to  this  he 
should  confine  himself  This  section  proposes  a 
simple  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the  act  of  the 
last  session.  Of  the  success  of  this  motion,  there 
was  no  doubt.  More  mature  reflection  on  the  ef- 
fect of  ihe  popular  sentiment,  combined  to  insure 
this  result.  For  his  own  part,  his  opinions  on 
this  subject  had  undergone  no  change.  He  had 
been  at  the  last  session  opposed  to  the  law,  which 
was  unfortunately  passed  ;  and  he  was,  of  course, 
for  the  same,  and  for  no  other  reason,  in  favor  of 
its  repeal.  When  that  subject  was  under  con- 
sideration, he  had  slated  that  he  was  not  opposed 
to  the  act  because  it  increased  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation. It  was  because  it  sougiit  to  reach 
a  justifiable  end  by  improper  and  unjustifiable 
means.  He  should  not  attempt  to  say  anythin-r 
about  the  adequacy  of  this  or  that  sum.  A  ques"- 
tioQ  of  amount  did  not  enter  into  the  present  in- 
quiry. When  that  question  came  regularly  into 
Tiew  he  should  give  his  vote  upon  the  subject,  as 
upon  all  others,  according  to  the  result  of  his  ex- 
perience and  his  judgment. 

What,  Mr.  F.  asked,  was  there  to  recommend 
the  law  which  is  proposed  to  be  repealed  1  Com- 
pared with  the  old  system,  a  was  interior  in  every 
respect  but  one — the  amount  of  compensation. 
Every  gentleman  who  has  addressed  you  in  favor 
of  the  present  law,  has  confined  himself  to  re- 
marks, intended  to  show  the  necessity  of  an  in- 
crease of  pay,  to  the  important  political  effects 
likely  to  arise  from  raising  Legislative  compensa- 
tion to  someiing  like  a  level  with  ihe  emoluments 
of  Executive  officer.*.  Not  one  syllable  has  been 
uttered  in  favor  tf  the  change  from  a  daily  to  an 
annual  allowance.  Was  it  because  it  was  inde- 
fensible, or    did   gentlemen    intend    to   rest    this 


change  upon  the  arguments  of  the  last  session? 
An  increase  of  compensation  is  certainly  justifi- 
able and   proper;  but  the  admission  of  this  faci 
does  nol  as>ist  the  advocates   of  the  new  mode, 
unless  the  idea  is  resorted  to,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  change   the   manner,  in  order  to  conceal 
the  increase.     Mr.  F.  said,  that  in  order  to  render 
compensation  equitably  proportioned    to  the  ser- 
vice performed,  some  rule  must  be  fixed.     In  the 
payment  for  legislative,  as  of  all  other  services, 
you    must   calculate   either   the   quality,  or   the 
quantity,  of  the  service,  or  the  time  which  is  re- 
quired for  its  performance.     The  two  first  afford 
no  safe  foundation  for  a  general  regulation.     You 
must  adhere  to  the  latter  if  you  desire  to  gradu- 
ate the  compensation  either  to  the  amount  of  ex- 
pense   incurred,  or    the    sacrifices  made  in    per- 
forming the  duties  required.     Il  must  be  obvious, 
that,  by  the  present  law,  the  compensation  was 
unnecessarily  great  if  the  sessions  of  Congress 
should  be  continued  but  two  or   three  months  ra 
the  year;  and  if  the  public  exigency  should  re^- 
quire  a  continued  session  of  nine  or  twelve  months, 
it  was  equally  obvious  that  it  was  shamefully  in- 
sufficient.    Why,  then,  abandon  the  ordinary,  the 
established,  and  well-settled  rule,  for  this  obnox- 
ious novelty?    When  the  newsystem  wasadopted, 
Mr.  F.  said  he  recollected  well  the  only  argu- 
ment offered  in  its  favor— he  would  correct  bis 
phrase— he  would  not  say  the  only  argument,  al- 
though it  was   the  only  one  he  remembered   to 
have  been  used — but  he  would  say  the  prominent 
argument,  upon  which  its  advocates  rested,  was, 
that  il  was  necessary  to  change  the  mode,  in  or- 
der to  shorten  ih^  sessions,  and  to  expedite  the 
public    business.     Mr.   F.   considered    this  argu- 
ment as  altogether  unfounded,  and   the  fruitful 
source  of  all  the  clamor  and   excitement  which 
had  been  produced  by  this  measure.     Was  it  not 
announcing  to  the  people,  that  those  who  used  it, 
believed  that  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members 
of  the  House  were  governed  by  the  most  despi- 
cable petty  pecuniary  motives  to  prolong  the  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  and  protract  the  public  busi- 
ness?    Hid    gentlemen  any  right  to  complain? 
Could  they  feel  any  surprise,  that,  governed  by  a 
similar  mode   of  reasoning,  their    own  conduct 
should   be  assailed   by  the   people,  and   the  vilest 
motives   imputed   to  them  ?     Mr.  F.  said,  he  was 
very  far  from  justifying   the  popular  clamor  on 
this  subject ;  it  had  been  excited  to  an  unwarrant- 
able height,  not  justified  by  the  occasion,  and  on 
a   point    nol   sumcienily   important   to   make   it 
worthy  of  the  sensation  it  had  produced.     But  he 
was  desirous  to  show  gentlemen  that  the  fault  lay 
in  some  measure, at  their  own  doors.     In  common 
with  other   members  from  Georgia,  he  had    been 
assailed  by  those  who  had  resentments  to  satiate, 
or  friendships  to  gratify.     The  attacks  upon  him. 
from  accidental  causes,  had  not  been  successful. 
When  it  should  be  his  misfortune  (if  indeed    it 
could  be  I  ailed  a  misfortune  to  be  divorced  from 
public  life)  of  being  no  longer  an  acceptable  Re- 
presentative of  the  people  of  Georgia,  he  shoulj 
endeavor  to  forget  everything  bui  the  confidencg 
which  had  been  reposed  in  him,  and  shut  bis  eye 
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n  the  Hinkindoess  of  a  sentence,  which,  like 

iftat  passej    upon  his  colleagues,  he  trusted   he 

klould  not  deserve. 

^    >*But,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  wandering  from  ibe 

^  mnt.    Ht-j  certainly  did  not,  and  could  not  be- 

i  \  i?e,  that  <^ny  member  of  that  House  was  so  des- 

•   I  ;jte  of  Ct^mon  decency  and  common  honesty 

.i  a  ^0  delay  jpublic   business  from  a  paltry  pecu- 

H  jj  'iry  mot»fe.      Admitting,   however,  the  argu- 

tt  ^nt   to   btl  justly  found,   it   affords  a  powerful 

I  ijfpson  against  the  new  mode  ;  for  if  a  trifling  and 

lApuflicieDl  ^er  diem  affords  temptation  to  a  dere- 

ii  ^ion  of  duty,  too  strong  to  be  withstood  by  all, 

;  a   j  leads  t*i  an  unnecessary  delay  of  business,  an 

{t    pual  compensation,  which  is  diminished  by  the 

(!    ration  of  the  session,  will  produce  the  opposite 

t   cct — the.lcuriailmeot  of  the  sessions  and  the 

T,   fleet  of  fiublic  business.     Mr.  F.  said  he  left  it 

li    gentleman  to  estimate  the  difference  between 

ilengthciped  session  with  the  enactment,  and 
shortened  session  with  the  neglect  of  neccs- 
y    laws.      He    had    already    seen    much    evil 
wing  out  of  the  change.     He  desired  to  be 
ierstood,  .that  he  did  not  impute  to  gentlemen 
a/motive  trjore  unworthy  than    the  one  he  dis- 
ctiy  anoijunced.     It  seemed   to   him,  that  in 
fer  to  aconmplish  their  prediction  on  this  point ; 
'order  to; make  the  fact   correspond   with  the 
phecy,  tjte  last  session  of  Congress  had  been 
rried  to  Ijs  close.     Many  laws  of  general  and 
|al  imporiftnce  had  been  left  unconsidered,  and 
'^  table  o(  the  Speaker  had  been  crowded  with 
privalf>  acts.     If  his  memory  was  accurate, 
ty  had  bt-en  passed  in  one  day.     Mr,  F.  said. 
Jid  not  (jbject  to  the  relief  of  individuals  when 
i.tled  to  Mie  interference  of  the  House,  but  he 
I  alwayt  supposed  that  the  general  ought  al- 
ys  to  have  precedence  of  partial  relief'how- 
1  meritorious  the  object  and  just  his  title  to 
;i>r.    He>apprehended  similar  evils  from  a  con- 
iance  ofVthe  present  law;  if  not  in  the  indif- 
^nce  to  general  laws,  at  least  from  the  whole- 
8*.e  dealing  in  private  acts.     It  had   been  asked. 
virjr  triumphantly,  why  these  arguments   were 
urged  ai  the  last  session  of  Congress;  how  it 
rpened    that    this    burning    zeal    against    the 
;  bad  Doi  blazed  out  at  the  time  of  its  adop- 
i.     Mr.  y.  asked  if  they  had  not  been  urged  ; 
e   they  "not   remembered?     That   the   usual 
th  and -labor  of  investigation  had   not  been 
oted  to  this  subject,  was  true,  for  the  reasons 
would   remind    gentlemen   of  certain    facts 
ich  seem  to  have  been  forgotten.     The  com- 
^«tion  bill   was   the  only  one  of  any  interest 
nv«|ied   through    the   Committee   of  the   whole 
H  i4se,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  in  a  single 
;    All  Hiotions  to  amend  were  rejected;  for 
iCommiitee  to  rise  and  report  progress,  and 
"leave  i)  sit  again,  met  with  the  same  fate. 
jj  bantlinj,  ricketty  as  it  is,  was  not  suffered  to 


■  a< 
:T,. 

»  J^j^'Ve  a  ccjlset  to  press  it  into  a  decent  shape, 
\T\^  House  refused  repeated  propositions  to  ad- 
"       ed  its  sittings  until  the  bill  was 
grossed.     The  whole  day  on 
.    .       was  occupied  in  the  discussion  of 
il'iif'fQeriis,  aiid  although  the  debate  was  but  par- 


'i  jCHir^n,  and  ci>ntinu< 
oiMred  to  .be  enj 
wfijch  it  paiied  wa 
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tially  sketched  in  the  public  prints,  and  none  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  Committee  of  ih.>  Whole 
ever  appeared  before  the  public,  there  was  quite 
as  much  said  against  as  in  favor  of  the  measure 
Mr,  F.  did  not  speak  of  the  quantity  of  words 
spoken,  or  to  the  wit,  raillery,  and  allusion  used 
but  simply  of  the  arguments  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  those  favorable  and  hostile  to  the  mea- 
sure. He  thought  he  had  some  reason  to  com- 
plain, not  ot  the  cause,  but  of  the  effect  of  the 
partial  report  of  the  proceedings  on  this  subject. 
What  he  had  said  or  proposed  was  in  itself  of 
very  little  consequence,  and  certainly  he  felt  no 
particular  interest  in  having  it  laid  before  the 
people ;  but  it  had  been  made  a  source  of  animad- 
version and  calumny  in  the  States  of  whose  rep- 
resentation he  formed  a  part.  And  it  was  the 
sole  circumstance  he  had  to  regret.  Could  he 
have  foreseen  all  the  clamor  and  exeitement  that 
had  been  produced,  he  would  have  acted  and 
spoken  precisely  as  he  had  done,  taking  care  that 
what  had  been  said  by  him  should  have  found  its 
way  m  the  ordinary  channel  to  the  people      He 

^^in^^/'l^'^  *  ''"y  ^'°*^  ^'«'  »*iat  tie  had  not 
luihlled  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  his  con- 
stituents, but  consoled  himself  with  the  idea  that 
his  conduct  had  not  been  properly  understood, 
1  he  people  of  Georgia  had  given  him  no  instruc- 
tions—for which  he  was  duly  thankful.  He 
trusted  that  they  would  always  leave  him  un- 
shackled to  pursue  what  he  certainly  should  pur- 
sue, whether  attempted  to  be  shackled  or  not,  the 
line  of  conduct  his  own  judgment  marked  out  for 
the  interest,  the  happiness,  and  the  honor  of  the 
people,  God  forbid  he  should  ever  live  to  choose 
between  the  obligations  of  duty  and  those  of 
gratitude, 

Mr,  F,  said  he  had  entered  somewhat  into  the 
merits  of  the  question  before  the  Committee  to 
render  it  unnecessary  for  him  again  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  subject ;  but  his  chief  object  in  ris- 
ing, was  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the  gentle-   ' 
man  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Parris.)  on  the 
grand  jury  of  Georgia.     Mr.  F.  said  he  was  not 
the  advocate  of  the  grand  jury,  or  the  justifier 
of  their  opinions.     He   could    not    believe   that 
their  opinions  were  either  liberal  or  just,  without 
admitting  that  he  himself  was  censurable,  since 
the  same  grand  jury  had  found  fault  with  him 
among  others.     But  this  was  a  matter  of  local 
concern,  and  he  had  hoped  that  each  State  would 
have  furnished  all  their  Representatives  sufficient 
employment  at  home,  to  render  it  unnecessary  for 
any  of  them  to  travel  a  great  distance  in  search 
ot  Uuixoiic   adventures.     Did  not,  then,  all  the 

State  of  Massacliuseits,  with  Its  District  of  Maine, 
furnish  one  foe.  upon  whose  recreant  hide  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  gain  the  spurs  of 
knighthood,  or  break  his  ponderous  lance  7  Sir. 
the  gentleman  mistakes  entirely  the  nature  of  the 
presentment  of  which  he  complains.  The  grand 
jury  never  entertained  an  idea  that  he  would  be 
arraigned  and  tried  upon  their  information. 
They  believed,  however  erroneously,  that  there 
was  a  matter  of  great  public  interest,  on  which  /^ 
they  chose  to  express  their  opinions.     Certainly 
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their  right  is  as  undoubted  to  find  fault  with  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (who,  by-the-by, 
they  do  not  name.)  as  the  Legi>lature  oj'  Massa- 
chusetts has  to  censure  the  members  of  any  other 
State,  either  by  the  tale  or  the  gross.  But  the 
honorable  gentleman  took  occasion  to  say  that 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  political  character  of 
that  Slate,  but  from  one  remarkable  and  corrupt 
act  which  his  constituents  will  always  have  occa- 
sion to  recollect.  Mr.  F.  said  he  could  say  noth- 
ing of  the  value  of  that  judgment  of  the  policy 
of  a  State,  which  wa>  formed  upon  the  examina- 
tion of  a  particular  fact  in  her  history.  This 
much,  however,  he  could  proudly  say.  that  al- 
though her  system  was  defective,  and  she  had 
committed  a  multitude  of  faults,  she  had  virtues 
to  redeem  them  all.  She  would  not  shrink  from 
a  comparison  with  any  State  in  the  Union.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  disposed  to  make 
an  examination  of  the  merits  of  their  respective 
States.  Mr.  F.  would  demonstrate  that  the  one 
was  still  an  angel  of  light,  the  other  less  than  an 
archangel  ruined.  The  constituents  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  have  good  reason  to  remember 
the  act  to  which  he  alludes.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment, by  the  terras  of  the  Yazoo  compromise, 
have  paid  them  well  to  recollect  it.  They  have 
received  the  value  of  the  properly  they  pur- 
chased from  the  original  holders  in  Georgia,  and 
have  not  paid  the  purchase  money.  If  they  have 
any  moral  sense,  they  must  unwilfingly  recollect 
this  circumstance,  from  "certain  compunctious 
visitings."  which  even  successful  fraud  cannot 
elude. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  obnoxious  law 
would  be  repealed.  The  anxiety  he  felt  was,  that 
it  should  be  done  in  such  a  manner  as  became 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  that  body.  Whatever 
was  done  should  be  done  in  the  same  spirit,  and 
in  the  same  manner,  in  which  the  act  was  origi- 
nally passed.  If  a  per  diem  was  substituted,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be,  it  ought  to  be  calculated 
as  commencing  with  the  present  session,  both  as 
a  matter  uf  principle  and  policy.  It  was  right 
in  itself,  that  the  House  should  apply  the  same 
■rule  to  the  settlement  of  its  accounts  as  were  to 
be  applied  hereafter.  It  was  due  to  a  sense  of 
decorum,  that  no  person  should  be  able  to  mis- 
take or  misrepresent  the  motive  of  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  in  acting  uooo  this  busi- 
ness. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Ranoolph)  had  supposed  it  necessary  to  go 
still  further  back,  and  embrace  the  receipts  and 
settlement  of  the  last  session.  This  was  alto- 
^ther  impracticable,  and  incorrect  in  principle. 
The  House  had  as  much  right  to  go  back  to  the 
13ih,  12th,  and  11th  Congresses,  as  to  the  last 
session  of  Congress.  The  accounts  were  ad- 
justed, and  the  money  not  only  vested,  but  re- 
ceived. It  had  been  said  on  this  floor,  very  much 
to  his  surprise,  for  although  used  out  of  the 
House,  he  bad  not  expected  to  meet  with  such 
an  opinion  here,  that  restitution  of  the  extra  pay 
of  the  last  session  was  necessary  to  reinstate  the 
House  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  people  ;  tbat  it 
was  improper  or  indelicate,  m  those  who  voted 


against  the  act,  to  receive  the  compensation  fixed 
by  it.  Mr.  F.  could  not  understand  how  it  should 
be  necessary  lu  confess  the  corrupt  motive,  in 
order  to  escape  the  effect  of  such  an  imputation. 
Certainly,  if  fraud  had  been  committed,  restitu- 
tion was  the  best  proof  of  sincere  repentance  ; 
but  until  this  was  admitted,  the  strong  expression 
of  an  inclination  to  re>tore,  was  rather  suspicious 
than  satisfactory.  The  people  would  not  expect 
the  House  to  violate  principle,  out  of  an  affecta- 
tion of  purity.  The  charge  of  indelicacy  on  those 
who  had  received  the  increased  compensation 
has  been  made,  but  it  did  not  deserve  a  reply  ; 
and  he  should  not  have  noticed  it,  had  it  not  been 
occasionally  spoken  of  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 
As  he  had  not  replied  to  it.  then,  he  hoped  to  be 
forgiven  for  replying  to  it  now.  Mr,  F.  said  he 
knew  no  difference  between  a  law  fixing  a  sala- 
ry, and  other  laws.  All  affected  by  it  were  enti- 
tled to  its  benefits,  or  obliged  to  bear  the  burdens 
It  might  impose.  In  whatever  station  he  had 
been  or  should  be  placed,  he  should  consider  him- 
self bound  to  perlorra  all  its  duties,  and  to  re- 
ceive all  its  emoluments  and  its  honors. 

He  did  not  pretend  to  more  patriotism,  or  less 
selfishness,  than  fell  to  the  lot  of  most  men  ;  but 
he  had  not  as  yet  taken  money  into  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  inducements  to  enter  or  continue  ia 
public  life.  He  had  motives  of  a  higher  char- 
acter, although  certainly  personal  motives;  the 
desire  of  honorable  employment;  the  hope  of 
being  useful;  the  anxiety  for  those  distinctions 
conferred  even  by  unsuccessful  exertions  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  a  free  people;  tc  preserve 
and  to  maintain  the  character  of  the  Government 
of  this  country.  To  the  gentlemen  who  had  ex- 
pressed, or  who  had  entertained  any  opmions  un- 
favorable to  those  who  bad  taken  part  against  the 
act,  and  yet  received  its  benefits,  he  would  ask 
was  it  not  ours  by  the  law  of  the  land,  constitu- 
tionally and  honestly  passed?  Did  our  opinions 
oi^  the  sufficiency  or  insufficiency  of  the  amount 
of  the  policy  or  impolicy  of  the  change,  affect 
our  rights  more  than  your  claims  ?  Are  you  will- 
ing to  acknowledge  yourselves  guilty  of  corrup- 
tion, in  order  to  fix  upon  us  the  cliarge  of  indeli- 
cacy? To  admit  that  you  have  committed  a 
felony,  to  make  us  chargeable  as  accessaries  after 
the  fact?  It  is  upon  these  grounds  alone  the 
charge  is  defensible  ;  and  unless  it  is  defended 
with  these  principles,  it  is  as  ridiculous  as  it  is 
unjust. 

Mr.  Pickering  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  honoraole  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolph.)  I  cannot  con- 
sent, said  Mr.  P.,  to  refund  the  compeiisBtion 
granted  by  the  law  of  the  last  session.  It  was  a 
compensation  for  services  rendered.  It  was  con- 
formable to  the  Constitution,  which  declares  that 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  receive  a 
compensation — for  what?  To  defray  iheir  ex- 
penses, as  some  have  contended  ?  No  ;  but  ■•  for 
their  services,"  And  how  these  bbould  be  com- 
pensated, was  best  understood  by  the  eminent 
men  who  framed  the  Constitution,  and  who.  in 
the  several  State  Conventions,  accepted  and  rati- 
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£    j  led  it.     Many  ofthesedistioguisbed  cilize 
I    ^  foember^  of  the  first  Congress,  in  1789.  w 
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izens  were 

^.  .  o .  •" •  "^hen  the 

;  ii)riginal  compensation  was  fist-J.  and  what  they 
■j  ^iroposed.  was  approved  by  Wabhingto.\  ;  than 
\  whom,  tW)  raan  entertained  a  more  correct  sense 
;'  l>if  personal  dignity,  nor  more  justly  estimated 
;  i^rhat  was  due  to  character  and  station  ;  at  the 
?  tame  tiaxe,  no  man  observed  a  more  exact  econ- 
omy in  the  expenditure  of  money,  whether  his 
;  country's  or  his  own.  No  one  can  be  ignorant 
<  lif  the  Ciiraparalive  value  of  money  in  1789  and 
■'  '.h  1816;  thai  tiie  prices  of  the  articles  necessary 
*  for  dececji  living,  were,  in  the  latter  period,  at 
JPeasl  doutjle  what  they  were  in  the  former.  Take, 
^or  exanr'^le.  wheat,  the  price  ot  which  did  not 
t;  hen  exceed  one  dollar  a  bushel.  The  gentleman 
:»^rom  Vir;zinii,  before  me  (Mr.  Randolph)  beck 


This  motioQ  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Grobvenor 
and  advocated  by  Mr.  Forsyth  at  some  leogih' 
when  the  motion  was  negatived — ayes  55.  noes  96*. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended,  to  the  House. 


Friday,  January  17. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  -'An 
act  directing    the   discharge  of  Oliver  Spellman 
from  imprisonment,"  and  ihe  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud,  from 
imprisonment,"  with  amendments   to  the  latter, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 


■■i^iuui     T  II  ^luia,   u^iuic   iiic   ^ITII.    XVAmuULPU  7    OeCiC- ••  •  »     <  '-•iviti  i  vi«  1  . 

ions,  and  says  it  was  only  three  shillings  and  six  »^  Mr-  Pickens,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 

fjence  (filtyeighi  cents)  a  bushel !     But,  suppose  subject,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  certain 

^    to   have   been  a  dollar;  six    bushels  of  wheat,  Delegates  of  the  Mississippi    Territory,  praying 

wnrlh     «IY     Hnllarc     tir»ro     than     nnlt/    o/>i<nl     •„     •  k ..  for      thp      nHmi«(.i<in      >>r      iKot      'Pn..:. ':      .  .      .1 


i 


worth   six  dollars,  were   then  only  equal  to  the 

itaily  pay  of  a  member  of  Congress.     The  same 

,\x  bushfcjs  of  wheat,  in  1816,  would  bring  from 

;j(velvo  tij"  fifteen  dollars.     Hence  it  follows,  that 

ijie  com{)ensation    to   members  of   Congress,  in 

,  789,  wa!^  double  in  value  to  the  compensation  as 

<    t  stood   ^rior  to  the  ;law  of  March,  1815 — nay, 

nore  tha^   double;  for  the  six   dollars  tor  every 

wenty  otjiles  travel  in  1789,  was  equal  to  twelve 

lollars  in'1816;  and  by  the  law  of  the   last  session 

he  allowance  for  travel  remained  unchanged — 

IX  dollar*!  only  for  every  twenty  miles.     Imagine 

bat    the  icompensation  in   1789,  had  been  set  at 

lix    bush^^ls  of  wheat  per  day,  and  continued  to 

Sliis  time<  would  any  one  now  think  of  receiving 

5'Qly  thte^  bushels  a  day,  and  distribute  the  other 

iirec  am.'og  his  constituents?     If  some  geutle- 

/ien   are  .'willing  to   serve  for  a  bare   reimburse- 

•j^ent  of  t>eir  expenses,  receiving  the  residue  in 

l^onor,  I  hva  too  poor   to  join   that  class.     I  noust 

;j(l»ve  stayed  at  home  to  cultivate  my  little  farm. 

Iaiusi  be  paid  for  my  "  services."  If,  indeed,  the 
resent  rMrapensation,  so  much  below  what  it 
las  in  1/89,  greaily  surpasses  the  services  I  am 
»pableot  rendering,  this  should  have  been  looked 
i  by  tho.,e  who  sent  me  here;  1  did  not  send 
>jiyself,  nur  offer  myself  as  a  candidate.  I  know 
'foi  by  wOom  my  name  was  proposed,  originally 
♦jr  the  ^"enaie,  latterly  for  tins  House.  All  I 
f  now  of  ihe  matter,  is,  that  formerly  I  was  there 
j{ijd  now  a-jii  here,  in  consequence  of  the  elections  ; 
i^ifd  ihe  compensation  I  have  received  I  shall  re- 
|aiin,  aor,  unless  it  be   forced  from  me,  will  I  let 

^he  question   was  now  taken    on   Mr.   Ran- 
iLPH'd  substitute,  and  negatived  by  a  very  large 
li^ijority. 

}  'In  the  course  of  the  debate  on  Mr.  Randolph's 

potion,   Mr.  Reynolds  suggested  the  propriety 

so  anir^idiDg  the   proposition   as  to  make  the 

cess  reft^ndable  with  legal  interest;  but  it  was 

|'4t  offered  for  decision. 

^Mr.  Fossyth  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
/»»  to  take  effect  from  the  commencement  of 
ue  present  session  instead  of  from  the  passai?e 
■iereof.  ^ 


w  rr         —--■•-■-'.J,   r   ^J^**b 

tor  the  admission  of  that  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  an  independent  State  wiihoui  division. 
The  report  embraces  a  general  view  of  the  extent* 
and  population  of  the  Territory  and  its  presumed 
capacity  for  maioiaming  additional  population, 
and  concluded  by  the  introduction  of  a  bill  for 
the  admission  of  the  whole  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  one  State  ;  which  bill  was  twice  read 
by  Its  title,  and  committed.  The  report  is  as 
follows  : 

That  thej  have  considered  the  subject  with  all  that 
attention  which  the  means  m  their  power  have  enabled 
them.  The  question  most  immediateljr  involved  in  the 
reference  was,  whether  the  MissiMippi  Territory  ought 

to  form  one  entire  8ute,  or   be  divided  into   two a 

question  much  more  important  both  to  the  people  of 
the  Territory  and  to  the  nation  than  whether  lu  ad- 
mission should  be  immediate.  The  considerations 
deemed  of  most  weight  in  determining  this  question 
are,  Ist.  As  regards  the  general  interest  of  the  Union  ; 
2d.  The  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Territory  ;  and, 
3d.  The  convenience  and  policy  of  the  particular  gov- 
ernment of  the  Territory. 

Ist.  The  principal    point  affecting  the   national  in- 
terest will  consist  in  the  great  relative  strength  of  such 
an  extensive  member  of  the  confederacy,  if  admitted 
entire.     The  great  extent  of  its   limits,  and  the  space 
it  occupies  on  the  map  of  the  United  Slates,  naturally 
excite  inquiry  as  to  the  capacity  of  iu  soil  and  other 
qualities  to    afford  at  any  period  a  dense   population  ; 
and  the  inquiry  should  be  directed  to  a  remote  period,' 
when  the  Indian  tales  shall  have  become  extinct  and 
the   country    matured    by    improvement.       Although 
your  committee  deem  it   impracticable  to  obuin  any- 
thing like  an    accurate  estimate  of  the  proportions  of 
land  fit  and  unljt  tor  cultivation  in  that  remote  Terri- 
tory, so  great  a  portion  of  which  is  yet  a  wilderness,  yet, 
from  the  general  informaUon  collected  from  those  who 
have  explored  its  different  parU,  and  from  the  progress 
of  settlement  and  sale  of  public  lands  within  the  tract 
of  country  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  long  ex- 
tinguished, your  committee  cannot  apprehend  that  the 
whole  Ttrntory  is  capable  of  such  a  strong  population 
as  ever  to  render  it  a  formidable  State  compared  with 
the  largest  sized  of  the  Northern,  Middle,  and  Western 
tJtates. 

By  a  statement  from  the  General   Land  Office,  ac- 
companying this  report,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of 
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dam  of  Renner  and  Heath. 


H.  or  R. 


sales  of  public  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  from 
the  first  opening  of  a  land  office  therein  (in  1807)  till 
the  30th  September  last,  exclusive  of  Madison  county, 
was  833,634.49  acres.  The  land  districU  in  which 
these  sales  were  effected  extend  from  the  Mississippi 
river,  eastward,  more  than  two  hundred  and  twenty 
miles,  to  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  Alabama  and 
Tombigbec  rivers,  and  a  little  over  sixty  miles  from 
the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude  northward,  and  con- 
tain more  than  eight  millions  of  acres.  It  appears, 
from  the  concurrent  testimony  of  persons  acquainted 
with  the  Territory  in  question,  that  an  uncommon  pro- 
portion of  Its  land  is  unfit  for  cultivation  ;  much  there- 
of consistin  g  of  poor  pine  barrens  ;  while,  on  the  other 
band,  It  is  certain  that  there  is  much  fertile  soil  on  the 
margin  of  the  rivers,  and  interspersed  over  different 
parU,  capable  to  susUin  a  sufficient  population  for  a 
respectable  State.  Its  political  strength  will  also  be  held 
in  checlt  by  the  great  proportion  of  slaves  it  is  destined  to 
conuin.  This  circumsUnce,  added  to  the  climate  and 
foil,  will  render  its  numbers  (entitled  to  political  cal- 
culation) relatively  small  compared  with  its  extent. 

2.  As  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  themselves,  various 
representations  have  been  made  showing  a  difference 
of  sentiment  to  exist  among  them  in  regard  to  a  divi- 
sion. It  is,  however,  worthy  of  notice  that  for  several 
successive  years  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  have 
petitioned  Congress  for  admission  as  a  State  ;  in  none 
of  which  have  they  intimated  a  wish  to  be  divided. 

3.  As  to  the  policy  and  convenience  of  the  particu- 
lar Government.  The  form  of  the  Territory  is  nearly 
square,  and  its  average  length  and  width  nearly  equal. 
By  any  line  of  division,  the  distant  extremes  will  be 
but  little  more  convenient  to  a  point  at  the  centre  of 
either  division  than  to  the  centre  of  the  whole  Terri- 
tory. As  to  the  different  parts  having  different  ave- 
nues to  market — the  western  by  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  river  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Pontchartrain, 
the  eastern  by  the  waters  of  Mobile  and  Chatahoo- 
chee — it  is  not  seen  that  this  will  create  any  material 
diveraity  of  interest,  or  interfere  with  the  internal  pol- 
icy and  harmony  of  the  State,  all  parts  of  which  will 
be  agricultural,  and  capable  of  similar  products.  Nor 
is  it  known  that  local  animosities  are  more  peculiar  to 
large  than  to  small  States.  These  are  not  unusual 
even  in  the  bounds  of  a  county.  It  is,  indeed,  more 
probable  that  a  large  State  would  incline  to  cherish  its 
institutions  by  a  liberal  policy. 

The  geographical  position  of  this  Territory  may 
render  it  necessary  that  its  military  defences  should 
be  more  combined  than  would  at  all  times  be  practica- 
ble in  two  distinct  sovereignties. 

It  may  be  proper  to  take  notice  of  the  situation  of 
each  division  in  case  the  parts  are  separated  by  a  line 
such  as  has  been  in  contemplation,  and  as  proposed  by 
a  bill  now  before  this  House  ;  although  your  commit- 
tee presume,  if  any  division  is  to  be  made,  the  line 
proposed  may  be  as  judicious  as  any  other.  The 
western  division  will  contain  25,037  free  white  inhab- 
itants, and  22,834  slaves,  by  the  census  taken  lately. 
By  the  census  taken  in  1810,  there  were  west  of  the 
line  of  division  16,602  white  inhabitants,  and  14,523 
slaves,  including  in  the  last  census  the  county  of  Jack- 
son, formerly  a  part  of  Florida,  making  an  increase  of 
8,435  white,  and  8,311  slave  inhabitants,  in  the  last 
period  of  six  years,  including  a  new  county  from  Flor- 
ida. In  the  whole  western  division  there  is  no  land  to 
which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished  but  what  has 
been  some  time  in  market,  and  most  of  it  embraciag 


the  oldest  settlemenU  in  the  Territory.  What  pros- 
pect may  exist  of  extending  the  scope  for  settlement  by 
purchases  from  the  Indians  is  not  known  to  your  com- 
mittee ;  until  which  time  the  increase  of  population  in 
that  quarter  must  be  gradual. 

While  your  committee  believe  it  expedient  to  admit 
the  whole  Territory  to  the  rights  of  Sute  government, 
and  that  immediately,  they  consider  it  just  \o  the  pop- 
ulation which  will  in  a  few  years  occupy  the  exten- 
sive space  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tombigbee,  which 
has  lately  been  acquired  from  the  several  Indian  tribes, 
to  afford  the  citizens  of  the  State  now  to  be  formed  a 
fair  opportunity  of  revising  their  constitution  after  a 
reasonable  time,  and  recommend  a  provision  for  that 
pur(>ose. 

Your  committee  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  ad- 
mitting the  Mississippi  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a 
State. 

CLAIM  OF  RENNER  &  HE.\TH. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Renner  and 
Heath;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-raorrow.  The  report 
is  as  follows: 

That,  in  the  year  1814,  the  petitioners  owned  a  rope- 
walk  in  the  City  of  Washington,  in  which  was  con- 
tained a  large  quantity  of  spun  yams  snd  Navy 
cordage,  all  of  which  was  destroyed  by  burning  by  the 
"British  forces  at  the  time  they  invaded  the  City  of 
Washington,  on  the  24th  of  August  in  that  year.  On 
or  about  the  20th  of  July,  1814,  one  of  the  petitioners, 
Mr.  Heath,  applied  to  Mr.  Soulherlin,  the  owner  of 
some  large  boaU  then  lying  in  the  Potomac,  and  en- 
gaged five  of  them  to  transport  his  cordage  and  yarn* 
up  the  river,  if  the  enemy  should  invade  tho  City.  On 
the  18th  or  19th  of  August,  it  was  deemed  expedient 
by  General  Winder  to  impress  the  boats  of  Mr.  South- 
erlin,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  troops  across  the 
Potomac,  and  they  were  kept  in  the  employment  of 
the  Government  until  after  the  24th  of  August.  On 
the  20lh  of  .\ugust  the  petitioners  applied  for  the  boaU, 
according  to  contract,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  their 
property,  when  they  were  informed  that  the  boats  were 
impressed.  It  also  appears  to  the  committee  that,  on 
the  22d  of  August,  the  petitioners  employed  a  wagon 
and  nine  or  ten  carts  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the 
property  in  the  ropewalk,  but  the  wagon  and  two  or 
three  of  the  carts  were  impressed  by  the  officers  of  the 
departmenU,  to  remove  the  public  papers  and  prop- 
erty ;  and  that  seven  of  the  carts  employed,  after  tak- 
ing loads  from  the  ropewalk  out  of  the  City  to  the  place 
directed,  refused  to  return  to  haul  any  more  for  the  pe- 
titioners, apprehending,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition, 
that  if  they  did  they  would  be  impressed  into  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Government. 

It  is  also  stated  and  believed  that,  after  that  day,  and 
before  the  enemy  entered  the  City,  carriages  were  not 
to  be  had  to  remove  the  property.  The  loss  of  the 
petitioners,  exclusive  of  the  price  of  the  ropewalk, 
amounts,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  petitioners, 
to  about  $24,800,  and  they  pray  that  Congress  would 
reimburse  them  the  amount  of  their  loss. 

The  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  the  Government 
is  under  no  obligation  to  indemnify  the  claimanU.  The 
ropewalk,  and  the  yarns  and  cordage  deposited  in  it, 
were  all  the  property  of  private  citizens,  and,  according 
to  the  usages  of  modern  warfare,  entitled  to  protection. 
It  is  true  that  the  cordage  manufactured  iu  the  walk 
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Blight  h»ie  been  purchased  and  ated  in  the  naval  ser- 
rvice  of  ilie  United  States,  but,  if  so  used,  it  was  first 
the  subjrft  of  contract  between  the  owner  and  Gov- 
ernment,;  The  mere  circumstance  that  the  cordage 
made  in  ithe  walk  might,  under  a  contract  with  the 
t  owner,  hti  applied  to  public  purposes,  does  not  impart 
f  to  the  prtjperty  the  character  of  public  property,  and 

}*  thereby  rjiclude  it  from  that  respect  and  safety. which, 
in  the  pn«gre8s  of  civilized  warfare,  has  been  extended 
to  pnvatfc;  property.  Upon  this  ground,  therefore,  it  is 
consider^i?  that,  according  to  uniform  decisions  made 
\  by  the  Hbuse  of  Representatives,  the  petitioners  are 
*  not  entitlrd  to  relief. 

Admitting,  however,  that  the  property  was  of  that 
public  character  which  would  have  authorized  its  de- 
struction by  the  enemy,  it  does  not  appear,  in  this  case, 
that  the  petitioners  were  prevented  from  saving  such 
of  their  j-roperty  as  they  could  have  removed  by  the 
impressckients  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Government. 
It  appeaj*  that,  on  the  22d  of  August,  of  the  ten  carts 
■^  employed  by  the  complainants  seven  were  not  im- 
"^ pressed,  ^ut  took,  each  of  them,  one  load  from  the 
walks,  aM  aAerwards,  of  their  own  accord,  left  the  ser- 
vice of  the  petitioners.  Had  that  number  of  carts  con- 
''■^1  tinued  tq  haul  the  cordage  and  yarn  till  the  enemy 
5^' came  intp  the  City  on  the  evening  ot  the  24th,  there 
;1  can  be  n\)  doubt  it  would  have  been  removed. 
L  The  ctimmittee  are  of  opinion  the  petitioners  are 
KL.not  entit^ijd  to  relief,  and  therefore  recommend  to  the 
•'^House  tljr  following  resolution: 
•  ^  Rttulvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
Vlto  be  granted. 

»  CL.is8IFICATI0N  OF  THE   MILITIA. 

I*     Mr.   yAHRiaoN.  from   the  committee  on    the 

^fUbject  r/  classing  and  reorganizing  the  militia. 
faade  a^  report  thereon,  embracing  a  wide  and 
general  ..y lew  of  the  matter  commuted  to  iheiu. 
With  th«*  report,  Mr.  H.  introduced  a  bill  for  or- 
ganiziofj;  classing,  and  arming  the  militia,  which 

^was  iw<<?e  read  by  its  title,  and,  with  the  report. 

ordered -jio  be  printed.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

_     The  cQiflmiltce  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 

>  >hom  wijs  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  ii;!ates  to  the  reorganization  and  classification 

^if  the  mijjitia,  and  the  report  of  the  acting  Secretary  of 
^ar,  of  Ihe  16th  ultimo,  report  herewith  a  bill  for  that 
^lurpose  :■ 

'  The  ojganization  of  regiments,  brigades,  and  divi- 
sions, hai  been  adopted  by  the  committee  in  opposi- 
!ion  to  pery  high  authority,  because  it  is  the  one 
which  ha*  heretofore  been  used  m  all  the  States,  and 
t>ecause  jj  appeared  better  suited  to  the  tactics  of  the 
present  djay,  tban  the  new  complex  system  of  the  le- 
iodT  recommended  by  General  Knox,  in  bis  report  of 

:7do. 

The  mjide  of  classification  contained  in  the  bill  has 
?*)een  freijienlly  recommended  in  the  reports  of  com- 
'mittees  of  the  House,  and  in  those  of  the  Department 
Ui}f  War.  The  effects  of  this  plan  will  be  felt  only 
2«hen  thei  militia  are  called  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
5^d  Statei,  and  will  not  affect  the  constitution  of  the 
K|.'orp8,  as  It  now  exists,  for  the  ordinary  duties  of  mus- 
f«'j;r  and  <iiscipline  ;  the  advantages  of  a  system  that 
^•^ill  bring  into  the  same  corps,  for  the  duties  of  the 
"lield,  meq  of  the  same  age  and  vigor,  and  throw  the 
.  jljurdcn  o  military  duty  upon  that  clais  of  citizens 
|^»J«ho  wou  J  be  enabled  to  perform  it  with  fewer  per- 
gonal sacjifices,  were  the  motives  to  its  adoption. 
1 
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The  junior  or  middle  class  wilt  [te  composed  of  men 
who  have  small  families,  or  those  who  have  none  ; 
who  are  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  bodily  strength  and 
activity,  and  whose  minds  will  be  more  easily  excited 
to  military  ardor  and  the  love  of  glory,  than  those  of 
a  more  advanced  period  of  life. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  the 
committee  progressed  thus  far  without  difficulty  ;  but 
they  considered  their  task  as  barely  commenced.  An 
organization,  however  perfect,  is  hat  a  single  step 
towards  the  desirable  object ;  the  great  difficulty  to  be 
encountered  is  the  application  of  a  system  of  disci- 
pline, or  military  instruction,  to  a  great  population, 
scattered  over  an  immense  territory. 

The  accomplishment  of  this  object  at  once,  u  evi- 
dently not  within  the  power  of  the  Government.  To 
instruct  the  present  militia  of  the  country  to  any  uae- 
ful  extent,  would  require  a  larger  portion  of  their  time 
than  they  can  possibly  spare  from  the  duty  of  provi- 
ding for  their  families,  unless  they  are  liberally  peid. 
To  pay  them,  would  absorb  all  the  resources  of  the 
nation.  The  alternative  appears  to  be,  to  direct  the 
efforts  of  the  Government  to  instruct  such  a  portion 
of  the  mihtia  as  their  means  will  allow,  and  which 
would  produce  the  most  beneficial  result  upon  the 
whole  mass;  leaving  to  the  effects  of  another  svstem 
the  gradual  introduction  of  those  luihtdry  acquire- 
ments which,  in  a  Republican  Government,  it  is  so 
essential  for  every  citizen  to  posseas.  Acting  upon 
this  principle,  and  believing  that  the  inatrucliou  which 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  give,  would  be 
more  usefully  bestowed  upon  the  whole  of  the  officers 
and  sergeants  of  the  miliUa,  than  upon  any  particular 
class,  the  sections  of  the  bill,  which  relate  to  this  part 
of  the  subject,  have  been  adopted  by  the  committee. 
They  have  also  considered  it  to  be  proper  to  annex 
some  estimates  of  the  annual  expense  of  the  system 
they  recommend. 

Although  it  may  be  considered,  that  by  presenting 
a  bill  for  the  "  organuation  and  c  1  ass i£ cation"  of  the 
militia,  and  the  exposition  of  their  motives  which  ac- 
company it,  the  committee  have  performed  the  taak 
assigned  them  by  the  resolution  under  which  they 
acted  ;  they  have,  nevertheless,  believed  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  submit  some  further  views,  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  upon   this  important  subject. 

This  course  may  be  more  excusable,  as  the  commit- 
tee have  no  hesitation  in  acknowledging  that  the  plan 
embraced  by  the  bill  is  a  mere  expedient ;  a  choice  of 
difficulties  ;  a  system,  which  although  it  will  place  the 
mihtia  upon  a  much  better  footing  than  they  have  be- 
fore stood  on,  yet  is  not  likely  to  produce  that  great 
desideratum — that  indispensable  requisite  in  a  Gov- 
ernment constituted  like  ours — the  diffusion  of  a  mili- 
tary spirit  and  military  information  throughout  the 
great  mass  of  the  people. 

The  part  of  the  subject  which  still  remains  to  be 
discussed,  will  be  best  understood  by  dividing  it  into 
two  duitinct  propositions. 

Ist.  Is  it  desirable  that  the  whole  male  population 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  proper  age,  should  be 
trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  so  as  to  supersede,  under 
any  cucumstances,  the  necessity  of  a  standing  army  ^ 

2d.  Is  It  practicable  ? 

The  solicitude  which  has  been  manifested  by  the 
great  men  who  have  successively  dlled  the  o&w  of 
Chief  .Magistrate  of  the  United  SUtes,  for  the  adop- 
tion of  a  system  of  military  discipline  for  the  mihtia, 
which  would  produce   the  effect  contemplated  by  the 
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first  proposition,  sufficiently  manifests  their  sense  of 
its  importance.  The  subject  was  often  and  warmly 
recommended  by  the  Father  of  his  Country,  and,  at 
an  early  period  of  his  Administration,  a  plan  for  the 
purpose  was  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and. 
being  corrected  agreeably  to  his  suggestions,  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  .National  Legislature.  It  is  believed  that 
objections  to  the  expense  and  supposed  difficulty  of 
executing  this  plan,  and  not  to  its  object,  was  the 
cause  of  Its  being  rejected.  Is  the  opinion,  which  pre- 
vailed at  that  penod,  that  an  energetic  national  militia 
was  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital  security  of  a  Uee 
Republic,  less  apparent  at  the  present  T  Has  any- 
thing since  occurred,  either  in  the  history  of  our  own 
or  of  any  other  country,  to  show  that  a  standing 
•'  army,  forming  a  distinct  class  in  the  community,"  is 
the  proper  defence  of  a  Government  constructed  like 
ours  ?  Do  the  events  of  the  late  war  show  that  disci- 
pline is  not  necessary  for  the  militia  ?  Or  does  the 
present  aspect  of  the  political  world  afford  so  much 
security  as  to  justify  the  indifference  which  prevails  in 
providing  an  effectual  national  defence. 

It  is  impossible  that  any  American  can  recur  to 
many  of  the  events,  and  particularly  to  the  concluding 
scenes  of  the  late  war,  without  feeling  that  elevation 
of  mind  which  a  recollection  of  his  country's  glory  is 
calculated  to  produce. 

There  are,  however,  others,  and  not  a  few,  that  are 
eminently  calculated  to  show    that  an  immense   sacri- 
fice of  blood  and  treasure  can   be  distinctly  traced  to 
the  want  of  discipline    in    the    militia.     The  glorious 
success  which,    in   several   instances,   crowned    their 
efforts,  was  the  result  of  uncommon  valor,  or  of  valor 
united  with  the  advantage  of  a  position  suited  to  their 
peculiar  character.     The  greater  part  of  the  .\merican 
militia,  accustomed   from   their  early  youth  to  the  use 
of  fire-arms,   are   doubtless  more  formidable  than  any 
other  troops  in  the  world,  in  the   defence  of  a  line  or 
rampart.     Victories  in   the  field   are  gained  by  other 
qualities — by    those    disciplined  evolutions  which  give 
harmony  and  concert  to  numerous  bodies  of  men,  and 
enable  whole  armies  to  move   with  the   activity  and 
address  of  single  combatants.     Let  our   militia  be  in- 
structed, and  America  would  be  equal  to  a  contest  with 
the    rest    of  the    world    united.     The    improvements 
which  have   been  made    in    the  art    of  war  since  the 
commencement  of  the  French  Revolution,  give  greater 
advantages  to  invading  and  disciplined  armies,  acting 
against  those  of  a  contrary  character,  than  they  before 
possessed.     This  arises  from   their    increased  activity, 
produced   by  the   great   multiplication    of  therr    light 
troops  ;  the  celerity  of  movement  given  to  the  artillery; 
and,  above  all,  to  the  improvements  in  the  staff,  placing 
the  subsistence  of  large  armies  upon  a  footing  of  secu- 
rity, beyond  what   was  formerly  supposed  to  be  possi- 
ble.    .\n  improvement  in  tactics,  wiach  gives  advan- 
tages to  the  professed  soldier  who  fights  for  conquest, 
over  the  citizen  who  bears  arms  only  in  defence  of  his 
country,  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted,  and  no  alternative 
IS  left  to  the  latter,  but  to   perfect  himself  in  the  same 
arts  and  discipline.     It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  in- 
stance on   record  of  a   Republic,  whose  citizens  had 
been  trained   to  the  use  of  arms,   having   been  con- 
quered by  a  nation  possessing  a  different  form  of  Gov- 
ernment.     Small  Republics  have  been  overthrown  by 
those   which  were  more   jwwerful,    ac  Saguntum  de- 
stroyed by  Carthage,  and  Numantia  by  Rome  ;  but  it 
has  been  observed  of  those  Cnjvernments  that  "  walls 
and  towers  became  their  funeral  piles — leaving  nothing 
to  their  conquerers  but  their  ashes." 


The  committee  cannot  conceive  that  any  aspect, 
however  pacific  it  may  be,  which  the  Governments  of 
Europe  may,  for  the  present,  have  assumed  towards 
this  country,  should  be  used  as  an  argument  to  pro- 
crastinate, even  for  a  day.  any  measure  calculated  to 
render  their  future  hostility  abortive.  It  cannot  be 
beheved  that  any  real  friendship  can  exist  in  the  breasts 
of  the  sovereigns  of  that  continent,  for  a  Government 
which  has  been  founded  upon  principles  so  opposite  to 
theirs,  and  which,  by  the  happiness  it  diffuses,  affords 
an  eternal  satire  and  reproach  upon  their  conduct. 
Whatever  security  there  may  be  derived  from  their 
policy,  none  can  certainly  be  expected  from  their  for- 
bearance, whenever,  from  a  change  of  arcumstances, 
they  may  think  it  proper  to  change  their  policy.  The 
hberties  of  America  must,  then,  be  preserved  as  they 
were  won — by  the  arms,  the  discipline,  and  the  valor  of 
her  free-born  sons. 

But  the  defence  of  our  country  against  a  foreign 
enemy,  does  not  constitute  the  only  (perhaps  not  the 
chief)  motive  of  military  improvements,  to  the  extent 
contemplated  by  the  proposition  we  arc  considering. 
The  safety  of  a  RepubUc  depends  as  much  upon  the 
equality  in  the  use  of  arms  among  its  citizens,  as  upon 
the  equality  of  rights ;  nothing  can  be  more  danger- 
ous in  such  a  Government,  than  to  have  a  knowledge 
of  the  miUtary  art  confined  to  a  part  of  the  people  — 
for  sooner  or  later  that  part  will  govern. 

The  effects  of  discipline,  possessed  by  a  few,  to  con- 
trol numbers  without,  is  to  be  seen  in  all  the  despotic 
Governments  of  modern,  as  well  as  ancient  times. 

In  general,  however,  the  subjects  of  those  despotic 
Governments,  which  preserve  their  authority  by  stand- 
ing armies,  are  not  allowed  the  use  of  arms;  but  the 
use  of  arms  is  not  alone  sufficient.  A  striking  exam- 
ple of  this  is  to  be  found  in  one  of  the  Grecian  Re- 
publics: The  Spartans  were  enabled,  by  the  force  of 
discipline  alone,  to  keep  in  subjection  for  ages  the 
Helots,  and  other  ancient  inhabitants  of  Laconia. 
These  men  were  not  only  allowed  the  use  of  arms,  but, 
upon  almost  every  occasion,  formed  the  greater  part  of 
the  Lacedemonian  army ;  nor  were  they  deficient  in 
bravery  ;  but  they  were  not  permitted  to  learn  that 
admirable  discipline  which  distinguished  the  Oplites, 
or  heavy  armed  infantry  of  Sparta. 

Another  important  consideration,  urging  the  diffu- 
sion of  a  military  spirit  among  our  citizens,  is  the 
counterpoise  it  will  afford  to  that  inordinate  desire  of 
wealth  which  seems  to  have  pervaded  the  whole  na- 
tion, bringing  with  it  habits  of  luxury,  manners  and 
principles  highly  unfavorable  to  our  Republican  insti- 
tutions. 

The  first  effect  of  this  state  of  society,  is  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  standing  army  for  a  national  miUtia. 
Upon  this  subject,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  make  a 
quotation  from  the  report  of  General  Knox,  corrected 
by  President  Washington.  "  It  is,"  says  the  patriotic 
Secretary,  "  the  introduction  of  vice  and  corruption  of 
manners  into  the  mass  of  the  people,  that  renders  a 
standing  army  necessary.  It  is  when  public  spirit  is 
despised,  and  avarice,  indolence,  and  effeminacy  of 
manners,  predominate,  and  prevent  the  establishment 
of  institutions  which  would  elevate  the  minds  of  the 
youth  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honor,  that  a  stand- 
ing army  is  formed  and  rivetted  forever."  So  true  ia 
the  principle  here  contended  for,  that  it  is  believed 
there  is  no  instance  in  history,  of  a  nation  losing  its 
liberties  where  the  military  spirit  of  the  people  did  not 
decline  in  the  same  proportion  that  the  corruption  of 
manners   advanced.     .\or  was  any  free  Government 
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•»er  overturned  by  an  internal  convulsion,  until  the 
4*structit.n  of  that  spirit  had  been  first  produced  in  the 
iyody  of  ttie  people.  It  wai  not  until  the  amuBemenls 
(if  the  theatre,  the  baths,  and  the  public  gardena, 
had  sup*^**^^^  '^^  eiercies  of  the  Campus  Martius, 
ihat  a  Kc(;nan  army  dared  to  revolt  against  its  country, 
nd  with»  the  power  of  the  sword  to  subHtitute  for  its 
>  free  institutions  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  dictator.  Eighty 
Years  beJiire  the  successful  usurpation  of  Csaar  ,the 
.Revolt  of  iin  army  could  have  produced  no  such  con- 
-*equence< 


^     But  th(  habits  of  the  people  had  been  changed  ;  no 
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Roman  citizen   was   to  be   found  a 


onger    irl   every 

irained  ajid  practised  soldier  ;  the  higher  tactics  were 
.  ultivalc«i,  indeed,  with  zeal  and  success  by  a  martial 
nobility.  No  period  had  been  more  prolific  of  great 
'generals.!  At  none  had  the  discipline  of  the  legion*  been 
10  perleci  ;  but  they  were  no  longer  filled  by  citizens 
lakmg  tlv^ir  routine  of  service.  The  military  had  be- 
come a  liistinct  profession  ;  composed  of  men  who,  in 
ihe  habit^  of  war  and  pillage,  had  forgotten  the  sacred 
;}bligatio«8  attached  to  their  character  as  citizens,  and 
who  werj;  ever  as  ready,  upon  the  suggestion  of  their 
>ader,  t(i  turn  their  arms  against  their  country,  as  the 
nemy  w-:hom  they  were  raised  to  oppose. 
At,  in 'every  age,  then,  and  in  every  country,  the 
same  caijse  will  produce  the  same  etrects,  the  pallad- 
ium of  Avnerican  liberty  must  be  the  diffusion  of  mili- 
rary  disct^^line  and  military  spirit  through  the  whole 
^y  of  ti»e  people. 

But,  secondly — Is  the  object  attainable! 
That  i|  is  not  attainable  by  any  of  the  systems  which 
have  heretofore  been  in  use  in  the  United  States,  is 
very  evii^nt,  from  the  little  success  which  has  attended 
them.  'J'he  late  war  repeatedly  exhibited  the  melan- 
choly faU  of  large  corps  of  militia  going  to  the  field  of 
battle  without  understanding  a  single  elementary  prin- 
ciple, an^  without  being  able  to  perform  a  single  evo- 
lution. I'et  militia  laws  must  exist,  and  have  existed, 
m  all  th^  States  since  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  which 
get  aparii  with  great  precision  a  number  of  days  in 
each  yeav,  for  the  purposes  of  training  and  discipline. 
^But,  froift  this  plan,  no  good  fruit  has  ever  been  pro- 
"^iJuced.  It  waa  an  error,  indeed,  common  to  all  the 
militia  systems  in  use  in  the  United  States,  that  the 
periods  ffr  training  were  too  short  and  too  distant  from 
each  othfr  to  produce  much  benefit. 

To  reiiiedy  this  defect,  camps  of  discipline  have  been 

1^  recomme^ided.     One  of  the   reasons  which   governed 

jlthe  committee  m  rejecting  that  part  of  the  Secretary 

^J«f  War'i  recootthendation  ha.H  been  explained  above; 

i  hut  if  th^t  objection  could  be  overcome,  the  committee 

i^e  far  jrom   thinking  that  the  object  could  at  all  be 

*  Accomplished   in   that    way.     There   is  another   more 

!*  .formiiiaWe  obstacle  to  success  ;  more  formidable,  be- 
jcaose  it  (irises  from  the  nature  of  our  Government,  and 
Uie  constitution  of  the  human  character.  The  senti- 
t'i  ments  a^id  habitu  of  a  free  country  necessarily  pro- 
.;   duce  am->ngst   the  citizens  a  superior  restlessness  un- 

*  der  resti^int,  than  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  subjects  of 
^ :  <i  monarchy.  This  spirit  frequently  manifesU  itself 
»  'even  in -a  career  of  military  services  where  the  high 

■  I  j  interestji  involved,  (and  in  which  they  largely  partate,) 
rf.  and  the  Evident  necessity  of  disciphne,  might  be  sup- 
^tjMJsed  af'le  to  correct  it.  There  can  scarcely  be  a  rc- 
>  straiut  i^ore  vexatious  and  disgusting  to  a  grown  man, 
$  than  lh{'  initiatory  lessons  of  the  military  art.  Mili- 
<^  tary  dis»;ipline  consists  in  the  observance  of  a  number 
•  •'  of  Dunu^e  particulars,  which,  to  the  novitiate  in  arms, 
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have  no  apparent  object ;  but  which  form  the  links  of 
a  beautiful  and  connected  system.  It  is  believed  that, 
to  this  cause,  ia  to  be  attributed  the  little  progress  which 
has  been  made  in  training  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;  nor  is  there  much  prospect  that  any  change  of 
system  could,  with  regard  to  the  present  militia,  pro- 
duce the  result  at  which  we  aim. 

In  searching  for  landmarks  to  guide  us  to  our  object, 
it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  direct  our  attention  to  the 
modern  nations  of  Europe  ;  from  them  we  can  borrow 
nothing  to  aid  our  purpose — Governments  formed  upon 
artificial  distinctions  in  society — which  estimate  their 
security  by  the  inability  of  their  subjects  to  resist  op- 
pression, can  furnish  a  free  people  with  no  guides  in 
organizing  a  system  of  defence  which  shall  be  purely 
national.      We  are,  however,  not  without  resource. 

The  ancient  Republics,  from  which  we  have  drawn 
many  of  the  choicest  maxims  upon  which  to  found 
our  civil  institutions,  will  furnish  also  a  most  perfect 
model  for  our  system  of  national  defence.  The  whole 
secret  of  ancient  military  glory— the  foundation  of  that 
wonderful  combination  of  military  skill  and  exalted 
valor  which  enabled  the  petty  Republic  of  .Athens  to 
resist  the  mighty  torrent  of  Persian  invasion  ;  which 
formed  the  walls  of  Sparta,  and  conducted  the  Roman 
legions — influenced,  indeed,  by  unhallowed  motives — 
to  the  conquest  of  the  world,  will  be  found  in  the  mil- 
itary education  of  the  youth.  The  victories  of  .Mara- 
thon and  Plataae,  of  Cynocephele  and  Pydna,  were  the 
practical  resulu  of  the  exercues  of  the  Campus  Mar- 
tins and  Gymnasia.  It  is  on  a  foundation  of  this  kind, 
and  of  this  kind  only,  that  un  energetic  national  mili- 
tia can  be  established. 

"  An  examination  into  the  employments  and  obliga- 
tions of  individuals  comprising  the  society,"  says  Gen- 
eral Knox,  "will  evince  the  impossibility  of  diffusing 
an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war  by  any  other 
means  than  a  course  of  discipline  during  the  period  of 
non-age  ;  the  time  necessary  to  acquire  this  important 
knowledge,  cannot  be  afforded  at  any  other  period  of 
life  with  so  little  injury  to  the  public  or  private  inter- 
ests." ^iothlng  is  more  true  than  what  is  here  ad- 
vanced, and  It  18  most  singular  that  the  amiable  and 
patriotic  Secretary  should  have  founded  his  plan  upon 
a  course  of  instruction  to  commence  within  the  limits 
of  non-age,  indeed,  but  at  so  advanced  a  period  of  it, 
that  all  the  objections  which  could  be  made  to  the  dis- 
ciplining at  a  more  advanced  age  will  apply  equally  to 
it,  with  the  addition  of  others  which  are  more  cogent, 
and  which  are  supposed  to  be  inherent  in  the  system 
itself.  Of  his  advanced  corps,  composed  of  the  youth 
of  eighteen,  nineteen,  and  twenty,  years  of  age;  those 
of  eighteen  and  nineteen  are  to  be  drawn  out  for  thirty 
dsyn  in  each  year ;  and  those  of  twenty,  for  ten  days, 
to  be  instructed  in  camps  of  discipline. 

It  has  been  strongly  urged  against  this  plan,  that 
the  separation  of  the  youth  at  that  critical  age,  from 
the  superintending  vigilance  of  their  parents  and  guar- 
dians, would  be  a  very  dangerous  step,  and  that  the 
loss  of  time  from  the  pursuit  of  their  protessions  and 
occupations  would  prove  to  them  a  most  serious  evil. 

Whatever  force  there  may  be  in  these  objections, 
the  committee  are  fully  persuaded  that  the  improve- 
ment to  be  derived  from  the  execution  of  this  plan 
would  not  compensate  for  the  expense  and  loss  of  time 
It  would  occasion.  The  perfection  of  discipline  as  it 
regards  the  soldier  is  the  grace,  the  precision  and  ad- 
dress, with  which  he  performs  certain  evolutions.  To 
arrive  at  this  perfection,  long-continued  practice  is 
essential. 
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And,  since  it  must  be  evident  that  the  time  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose  cannot  be  taken  from  the  avoca- 
tions of  our  citizens,  after  they  have  arrived  at  the  age 
of  manhood,  the  only  alternative  is  to  devise  a  system 
of  military  instruction,  which  will  be  engrafted  on  and 
form  a  part  of  the  ordinary  education  of  our  youth. 

The  organization  of  a  system,  thus  extensive  in  its 
operations,  must  necessarily  be  a  work  of  some  time 
and  difficulty.  The  want  of  statistical  information 
will  prevent  the  committee  from  submitting  to  the 
House,  at  this  time,  more  than  the  outline  of  their  plan. 
It  is  embraced  in  the  following  propo«itions  : 

As  the  important  advantages  of  the  military  part  of 
the  education  of  youth  will  accrue  to  the  communitv, 
and  not  to  the  individuals  who  acquire  it,  it  is  proper 
that  the  whole  expense  of  the  Establishment  should 
be  borne  by  the  public  Treasury. 

That,  to  comport  with  the  equality  which  is  the  basis 
of  our  Constitution,  the  organization  of  the  Establish- 
ment should  be  such  as  to  extend,  without  exception, 
to  every  individual  of  the  proper  age. 

That,  to  secure  this,  the  contemplated  military  in- 
struction should  not  be  given  in  distinct  schools,  estab- 
lished for  that  purpose,  but  that  it  should  form  a  branch 
of  education  in  every  school  within  the  United  States. 

That  a  corps  of  the  military  instructers  should  be 
formed  to  attend  to  the  gymnastic  and  elementary  part 
of  education  in  every  school  in  the  United  States, 
whilst  the  more  scientific  part  of  the  art  of  war  shall 
be  communicated  by  profe8s<irs  of  tactics,  to  be  estab- 
lished in  all  the  higher  seminaries. 

The  committee  are  fully  aware  that  the  establish- 
ment of  an  institution,  which  from  its  nature  is  calcu- 
lated to  produce  an  important  change  in  the  manners 
and  habits  of  the  nation,  will  be  received  with  caution 
and  distrust  by  a  people  jealous  of  their  liberties,  and 
who  boast  of  a  Government  which  executes  its  pwwers 
with  the  least  possible  sacrifice  of  individual  rights. 
An  encroachment  upon  individual  rights  forms  no 
part  of  their  system.  It  is  not  a  conscription  which 
withdraws  from  an  anxious  parent  a  son  for  whose 
morals  he  fears  more  than  for  his  life.  It  is  not  a  Per- 
sian or  Turkish  mandate  to  educate  the  youth  within 
the  purlieus  of  a  corrupt  Court,  but  a  system  as  purely 
republican  in  practice  as  in  principle. 

The  means  are  furnished  by  the  Government,  and 
the  American  youth  are  called  upon  to  qualify  them- 
selves, under  the  immediate  inspection  of  their  parents, 
or  of  tutors  chosen  by  their  parenU,  for  the  sacred  task 
of  defending  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

•Although  the  system  of  General  Knox  widely  differs 
from  that  which  has  been  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee, his  opinion  of  the  effects  to  be  produced  by  it 
is  conceived  to  be  more  particularly  applicable  to  the 
latter.     '•  If  the  United  States,"  says  he,  "  possess  the 

•  vigor  of  mind  to  establish  the  first  institution,  for  the 
'  military  instruction  of  the  youth,  it  may  reasonably 

•  be  expected  to  produce  the  most  unequivocal  advan- 

•  tagM.  A  glorious  national  spirit  will  be  introduced 
'  with   iU   extensive   train    of  political    consequences. 

•  The  youth  will  imbibe  a  love  of  their  country,  rever- 
'  ence  and  obedience  to  its  laws,  courage  and  elevation 

•  of  mind,  openness  and  liberality  of  character,  accom- 
'  panied  by  ajust  spirit  of  honor.  In  addition  to  which, 
'  their  Iwdies  will  acquire  a  robustness  greatly  condu- 

•  cive  to  their  personal  happiness  ;  while  habit,  with 
'  its  silent,  but  efficacious  operations,  will  durably 
'  cement  the  system." 

That  the  House  may  postets  the  information  neces- 


sary to  act  upon  this  im(>orUnt  subject,  the  committee 
respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to 
prepare  and  lay  before  this  House,  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  military  instruction  of  all 
the  youth  of  the  United  States,  in  the  way  which  is 
best  calculated  for  the  purpose,  with  as  little  injury 
as  possible  to  the  ordinary  course  of  education. 

THE  COMPENSATION  LAW\ 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  the  bill  allowing  compensation  to  the 
members  of  Congress  and  delegates  from  Terri- 
tories and  to  repeal  all  other  acts  contrary  there- 
to ;  and  the  said  amendmeots  being  again  read  as 
follows,  to  wil: 

"  Fill  the  several  blanks  in  the  bill  with  the  word 
'  six.'  So  as  to  allow  a  compensation  of  '  six'  dollars 
per  day  to  each  Senator,  Representative,  and  Dele- 
gate ;  a  like  sum  of  'six'  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles  of  the  estimated  distance  from  his  place  of  resi- 
dence to  the  seat  of  Congress,  and  returning  to  his 
said  residence,  as  also  six  dollars  per  day  each,  to  the 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  addition 
to  their  pay  as  members  of  their  respective  Houses:" 

And,  on  the  question,  "  Will  the  House  concur 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their 
said  amendments  ?"  being  stated, 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  fill  the  blanks  with  six  dol- 
lars, as  reported  by  the  Commiliee  of  the  Whole. 
He  had  remained  silent  thus  long,  not  that  be 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  this  a  trivial 
question,  but  because  he  was  aiixious,  in  ulti- 
mately making  up  his  mind,  to  profit  by  (he  ob- 
serviiiions  of  others.  He  had,  however,  finally 
adopted  the  course  which  he  intended  to  pursue. 
If  the  blank  was  filled  with  a  sum  fully  equal  to 
the  present  pay,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  on  its 
passage,  not  that  in  itself  he  preferred  the  daily 
to  the  annual  pay  ;  for  on  that  point  his  opinion 
remained  unaltered.  He  believed  the  latter  for 
several  reas.ons.  which  would  not  be  repealed,  to 
be  of  itself  preferable.  The  daily,  however,  had 
one  advantage  at  present  over  the  other  mode; 
it  had  a  greater  prospect  of  being  permanent.  If 
the  pay,  said  he,  is  left  in  its  present  form,  it  will 
most  certainly  be  repealed  by  the  next  Congress, 
whatever  may  be  the  feelings  of  a  majority  of 
that  body,  as  to  the  mode  or  the  amount  of  pay. 
They  will  not  be  free  agents;  most  of  them  be- 
ing already  committed  in  the  canvass  for  a  .seat 
in  this  House.  But  should  the  mode  be  changed, 
and  the  amount  retained,  the  very  men  who  have 
turned  out  the  most  of  us,  who  have  been  the 
agitators  in  the  late  elections,  will  in  all  proba- 
bility become  the  pacificators.  Fur  we  may  be 
perfectly  assured  of  the  fact,  that  the  feelings  of 
those  gentlemen  are  very  different  uow  a  d  be- 
fore the  elections.  If  you  change  the  mode,  they 
will  seize  the  opportunity,  and  assert  that  you 
have  now  done  what  ought  originally  to  have 
been  done.     Should  the  blank  not  be  filled  with 
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»n  adw^iiate  sum.  say  nine  or  ten  dollars  a  day' 
he  woirjd  rote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  so 

ias  to  reiain  the  present  law;  but  if  it  must  come 
to  a  reffeal.  he  would  prefer  it  to  take  place  after 
<he  4th 'of  March,  so  as  to  leave  the  subject  en- 
fi  tirelyo^en  for  the  next  Congress.  Such  was  the 
*  course  fhat  he  would  pursue. 
y;  It  ha^  more  than  once  been  said  that  this  is 
■^Dot  an-  important  subject.  If  the  observation 
!^  was  m^Je  in  reference  to  the  members  who  now 

)t:omposfd  this  body,  he  would  readily  assent.  To 
.  them  it?  is  a  trivial  subject.  They  are  free  agents, 
i^nd  if  {they  find  the  sacrifice  too  considerable, 
'ihey  can  at  any  moment  return  to  those  private 
■Vpursuit^,  so  much  more  profitable,  and,  in  many 
^jespectr,  desirable.  We.  then,  as  individuals, 
Ithave  ny  right  to  complain,  should  the  pay  be  re- 
'*duced  no  the  smallest  amounL  But  there  is  ano- 
ther aj<f»ecl  of  this  subject  of  a  very  different 
3^  character.  The  question  of  adequate  or  inade- 
^•quaie  jfay  to  the  members  of  Congress  is,  if  he 


\% 


^  was  n()t  crreally  mistaken,  intimately  connected 
'i  with  iHe  very  essence  of  our  liberty.     This  House 
'  t  is  the  ftMindation  of  the  fabric  of  our  liberty.     So 
happy  h  its  constitution,  that  in  all  instances  of  a 
j  geuera)  nature,  its  duty  and  its  interests  are  insep- 
.'arable.l    If  he  understood  correctly  the  structure 
of  our- Government,  the   prevailing  principle  is 
■  not  so  iuuch  a  balance  of  power,  as  a  well-con- 
nectedi  chain  of  responsibility.     That   responsi- 
bility (jommenced    here,  and   this   House  is  the 
centre -of  its  operation.  The  members  are  elected 
for  tw(j  years  only  ;  and  at  the  end  of  that  period 
are  resjionsible  to  their  constituents  for  the  faith- 

tful  discharge  of  their  public  duties.     Besides,  the 
'very  structure  of  the  House  is  admirably  calcu- 
Lj   lated  t]>  unite  interest  and  duty.     The  members 
2; ;  of  Congress  have  in   their   individual    capacity 
»   no  poiprer  or  prerogative.     These  attach  to  the 
*,  entire  {body   assembled   here,  and   acting    under 
''^:  certaicj  forms.     We  then  as  individuals  are.  said 
^.;Mr.  C^  not  less  amenable  to  the  laws  which  we 
'^<  enact,  than   the  humblest  citizen.     Such   is  the 
^1  responfcibiliiy,  such  the  structure,  such  the  sure 
•*  I  foundation  of  our  liberty.     If  we  turn  our  atten- 
ds •  tion  to^  what  are  called  the  co-ordinate  branches 
J   ^,  of  ourf  Government,  we  find   them   very  differ- 
Jf '  ently  qonsirucled.     The  Judiciary  is  in  no  decree 
J    responsible  to  the  people  immediately.     To  Coo- 
.4.  gress,  io  this  body,  is  the  whole  of  their  respon- 
j     «&:  sibility.     Such,  too,  in  a  great  measure,  is   the 
^-    theory;  of  our  Government,  as  applied  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch.    It  is  true  the  President  is  elected 
tor  a  '.terra  of   years,  but  that   term  is  twice  the 
length;  of  ours;  and,  besides,  his  election  is  in 
point  of  fact,  removed  in  all  of  the  Slates  three 
degretjs  from  the  people;  the  Electors  in  many 
of  the*  States  are  chosen  by  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, jand  where  that  is  not  formally  the  case, 
yet   if.  is  in   point   of  fact  effected  through  the 
agencv  of  those   bodies.     But  what  mainly  dis- 
tinguilihes  the  Legislative  and  Executive  branch- 
es, as  it  regards  their  actual  responsibility  to  the 
peoplti.  lb  the  nature  of  their  operation.     It  is  the 
duty  }■{  the  former  to  enact  laws,  of  the  latter  to 
execute  them.     Every  citizen  of  ordinary  infor- 
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mstion  is  capable,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to 
form  an  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  the  law ;  and 
consequently  whether   Congress  has  or   has  not 
done  its  duty  ;  but  of  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
they  are  far  less  competent  to  judge.     How  can 
the  community  judge  whether  the  President,  in 
appointrng  officers  to  execute  the  laws,  has  in  all 
cases  been  governed  by  fair  and  honest  motives, 
or  by  favor  or  corruption?  How  much  less  com- 
petent is   it  to  judge  whether  the  application  of 
the  public  money  has  been  made  with  economy 
and  fidelity,  or  with  waste  and  corruption  1   These 
are    facts    that    can    be    fully    investigated,    and 
brought  before  the  public  by  Congress,  and  Con- 
gress only.     Hence   it   is   that   the  Constitution 
has  made  the  President  responsible  to  Congress. 
This.  then,  is  the  essence  of  our  liberty;  Con- 
gress is    responsible  to  the   people  immediately, 
and  the  other  branches  of  Government  are  re- 
sponsible to  it.     What  then  becomes  of  the  the- 
ory of   the  Government,  if   the  President   holds 
offices  in   his  gift,  which,  as  it  regards  honor  or 
profit,  are   more   desirable   than   a  seat  in   this 
House,  the  only  office  immediately  in  the  gift  of 
the  people?     Here  Mr.  C.  checked  himself.     He 
found  himself,  he  said,  committing  an  unpardon- 
able error,  in  presenting  arguments  to  this  body. 
The  ear  of  this  House  on  this  subject,  said  he, 
is  sealed  against   truth  and  reason.     What  has 
produced  this  magic  spell  ?    Instructions  !    Well, 
then,  has  it  come  to  this?     Have  the  people  of 
this  country  snatched  the  power  of  deliberation 
from  this  budy  ?     Have  they  resolved  the  Gov- 
ernment into  Its  original  elements,  and   resumed 
to   themselves  their  primitive   power  of  legisla- 
tion ?     Are  we  then  a  body  of  individual  agents, 
and  not  a  deliberate  one  without  the   power,  but 
possessing  the  lorm  of  legislation  ?     If  such  be 
the  fact,  let  gentlemen  produce  their  instructions, 
properly    authenticated.     Let    them    name    the 
time  and  place  at  which   the  people  assembled, 
and  deliberated   on    this  question.     O  no!  they 
have  no  written,  no  verbal  instructions;  but  they 
have  implied   instructions.     The  law  is  unpopu- 
lar, and  they  are  bound  to  repeal  it.  in  opposition 
to  their  conscience   and    reason.     Have  gentle- 
men reflected  on   the  consequences  of  this  doc- 
trine ?     Are  we  bound  in  all  cases  to  do  what  is 
popular?     If  it  is  true,  how  are   political  errors, 
once  prevalent,  ever  to  be  corrected?     Suppose 
a  party  to  spring  up  in  this  country,  whose  real 
views  were  the  destruction  of  liberty  ;  suppose 
that  by  management,  by  the  patronage  of  offices, 
by  the  corruption   of  itie  press,  they  should  de- 
lude the  people,  and  obaia  a  majority — and  sure- 
ly such  a  state  of  things  is  not  impossible — what 
then  will  be  the  effect  of  this  doctrine?     Ought 
we  to  sit  quiet?     Ought    we    to    be    dumb?  or 
rather  ought  we  to  approbate,  though  we  see  that 
liberty  is  to  be  engulphed  1     This  doctrine  of  im- 
plied instructions,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  a  new 
one,  forthe  first  time  broached  in  this  House;  and, 
if  I  arn  not  greatly  deceived,  not  more  new  than 
dangerous,   "it  is  very  different  in  its  character 
and  effects,  from  the  old  doctrine  that  the  con- 
stituents have  a  right  to  assemble  and  formally 
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to   instruct    the    Representative ;  and    though    I 
would  not  hold  myself  bound   to   obey  any  such 
instructions,  .yet  I  conceive  that  the  doctrine  is 
not  of  a   very  dangerous  character,  as  the  good 
sense  of  the  people  has  as  yet  prevented  tTiem 
from  exercising  such  a   right,  and   will,  in  ail 
probability,  in   future   prevent   them.     But    this 
novel   doctrine  is   of  a    far    different  character. 
Such  instructions  may  exist  any  day  and  on  any 
subject.     It  may  be  always  at  hand    to  justify 
any    aberration    from     political    duty.     .Mr.    C. 
would  ask  its  advocatef  in  what  do  they  differ  in 
their  actions  from  the  mere  trimmer,  the  politi- 
cal weathercock  ?     It  is  true,  the  one  may  have 
in  view  his  own  advanct-ment.  in  consulting  his 
popularity  ;  and  the  other  may  be  governed  by  a 
mistaken  but  conscientious   regard  to  duty;  yet 
how  IS  the  country  benefitted    by  this  difference.' 
since   they  equally  abandon    the   plain    road   of 
truth  and  reason,  to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  this 
political  idol      It   was  said   by  a   member  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Conner)  that   this  right  of 
instruction  is  only  denied  in  monarchies,  and.  as 
a  proof  of  It,  he  cited  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Burke, 
whom  he  called  a  pensioner,  at  the  Bristol  elec- 
tion.    So  far  is   he  from  being  correct,  that  in 
none  ol    the  free  Governments  of  antiquity  can 
he  point  out  the  least  trace  of  his  doctrine.     It  j 
originated  in  the   modern   Governments  of  Eu- 
rope,  particularly  tliat   of   Great    Britain.     The 
Englisii   Parliament  had,  at  its  origin,  no  other  I 
power  or  duty,  but  granting  money  to  the  Crown  ;  [ 
and  as  the  members  of  that  body  were  frequently 
urgently  pressed  to  enlarge  their  money  grants    \ 
It  was  a  pretty  convenient  excuse  to  avoid  the 
squeeze,  to  say  they  were  not  instructed.     The 
gentleman  was  incorrect  in  calling  Burke  a  pen-  ! 
sjoner  at  the   time   he  delivered  the  celebrated 
speech  at  the  Bristol  polls.     Burke  at   that  time, 
whatever  may  have  been  his  subsequent  charac- 
ter, was  a  first  rate  champion  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty   and  of  this  country  ;  and  if  the  gentleman 
would  recur  to  the  points  in  which  he  refused  to 
obey  the  instructions  of  his  constituents,  it  will 
not  greatly  increase   his  affection  for  such  doc- 
trines.   1  hat  mind  must  be  greatly  different  from 
mine,  .^aid  Mr.  C,  who  can  read  that  speech,  and 
not  embrace  its  doctrines. 

1  too  :,aid  Mr.  C,  am  an  advocate  for  instruc- 
lou.     1  am  instructed.     The  Constitution  is  ray 
letter  of  instruction.     Written    by  the  hanJ    of 
the  people  stamped  with  their  authority,  it  ad- 
mits of  no  doubt  as  to  its  obligation.     Your  very 
act.H  iQ  opposition  to  its  authority,  are  null.  This 
u  the  solemn  voice  uf  the  people,  to  which  I  bow 
in  perfect  submission.     Ii  is  here  the  vox  populi 
is  the  vox  Det.     This  is  the  all-powerful  crVaiive 
voice  which  spoke  our  Government  into  exis- 
ence,  and  made  us  politically  as  we  are.     This  i 
body  I.  the  first  orb  in  the  political  creation,  and  I 
stands  next  in  authority  to  the  original  creative  i 
voice  ot   the   people  ;  and  any  attempt  to  give  a 
diflereni  direction  to  us  movements,  from  what  ! 
the  Constitution  and  the  deliberate  consideration  ! 
ol  lis  members,  point  out,  1  consider  as  an  inno-  I 
vaiioa   on   the   principles   of  our   Government. 
14th  Cos.  2d  Stss.— 19 


This    1$   necessary  to    make    the   people   really 
happy  ;  and  any  one  invested  with  public  author- 
ity, ought  to  be  as  sensibly  alive  to  the  people's 
happiness,  as  some  gentlemen  wish  the  House  to 
be  to  mere  popularity.     He  knew  that  such  was 
1  the  structure  of  our  Government,  that  the  per- 
manent  feeling  of  the  community  would  impress 
Itself  on  this  House.     He  rejoiced  that  such  was 
the  fact,  as  there  would  be  no  securitv  for  liberty 
were  it  otherwise.     The  sense  of  the  people,  said 
;  he,  operating  fairly  and  constitutionally  through 
'  elections,  will  be  felt  on  this  very  subject  at  ite 
[very   next  session;  but  surely  the  question    by 
,  whom  the  repeal  is  to   be  effected,  is  one  of  no 
j  slight   importance.     It  can  bv  our  successors  if 
I  they  think  proper,  be  at  least'consistently  done  • 
j  by  us  It  cannot.     Should  we  reduce  it  to  the  old' 
I  rates,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  sense  of  a 
I  great  majority  of  this  House  is  wholly  averse  to 
I  it,  besides  the  great  loss  of  individual  character 
I  which  we  must  sustain,  it  is  calculated  to  brino- 
I  into  suspicion  all  political  characters,  to  the  o-rea* 
I  injury  of  the  public.     You    may   rely  on   if,  the 
'  public  wish  and  expect  us  to  act  by  the  con'vic- 
I  lions    of  our   mind  and  will,  not  to  tolerate  the 
idea   that  either  on    this  or  any  other  important 
occasion  you  are  acting  a  part,  and  that  you  stu- 
diously shape  your  conduct  to  catch  the  applause 
of  the  audience.     Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  he  would 
not  be  misunderstood;  that  while  he   combatted 
the  idea  that    we  are   bound  to  do  such  acts  as 
will  render   us   popular,  for  such  he  understood 
the  doctrine,  we  are  to  overlook  the  character  of 
thost^  for  whom  we  were   to  make  laws.     This 
was  most  studiously  10  be  regarded.     The  laws 
ought,  in  all  cases,  to  fit  the  permanent  and  set- 
tled character  ol   the  community.     The  state  of 
public  feeling,  then,  is  a  fact  to  be  reckoned  upon, 
and  to  receive  the  weight  on  any  particular ques- 
;  tion  to  which  it  may  fairly  be  entitled.     But,  for 
I  his    part,   he    preferred    that   erectness    of  mind 
I  which,  in  all  cases,  felt  disposed  to  embrace  what 
j  was,  in  itself,  just  and  wise.     Such  characters  he 
I  thought  more  useful,  under  our  form  of  Govern- 
I  ment,  than  any  other,  and  were  more  certain  of 
j  the  applause  of  after  ages.     If  he  was  not  mis- 
I  taken,  it  constituted   the  very  essence  of  the  ad- 
I  mired    characters   of   antiquity,    such    as   Cato, 
1  Phocian,   and    Arisiides  ;  and  if  we  could   con- 
ceive   them    divested    ol    this    trait,  they  would 
cease  to  be  the  objects  of  our  admiration. 

Mr.  C.  said,  taking  it  for  granted  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  proving  that  this  House  was  at  lib- 
erty to  decide  on  this  question  according  to  the 
dictates  of  its   best  judgment,  he  now  would  re- 
sume   the  argument  where  he    had  dropped    if. 
He  had  proved  that  this  House  is  the  foundation 
of  our  liberty;  that  it   is  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple for   the  laithful  discharge  of  its  duties,  and 
that  any  other  branch  of  Government  is  respon- 
sible to  It  as  the  immediate   Representatives  of 
the  people;  and  that  it  is  e:.sential  lo  the  fair  op- 
eration of  the  principles  of  our  constitutions,  that 
this  body  should  not  be  in  any  degree  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  other  branches  of  the  Government. 
How  then  stood  the  fact  ?     He  begged  that  na*" 
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ony  would  Mitribute  to  bim  factious  TJews.     He 

w>  >^d  speak'  in  reiatioo  to  do  particular  measures 
« or   ineo.     Hp  wished  simply  to  execute  general 

)r^  Iciples;  to  speak  to  ttie  constituents  and  the 
.<:.  How,  then,  he  repeated,  is  the  fact  ?  Are 
\\\l  e  not  iaihe  power  of  the  President  a  raulti- 
j.titt  ^,  of  offices  more  profitable,  and  many  both 
\'t[\:  •*  profitjible  and  honorable  in  public  e^tiraa- 

tio  than  a  jvat  in  this  House — the  only  office  in 
^ih^  ijJeneral.-Governmentin  thegifl  of  the  people? 
'^»i   e  we  not  seen,  in  many  instances  men  attract- 

!ed  #Jt  of  thi^i*  House  to  fill  subordinate  Executive 

b:" 


the    character  of  our  country  and    institutions. 
Our  population  advances  beyond  that  of  all  coun- 
tries; marriages   in    all   conditions    of  life  take 
.pricipies;  to  spean  lo  me  consiuuenis  ana  me    place  at  an   early  period.     Hence,  the  duty  iin- 
.voaii  .':.     How,  then,  he  repeated,  is  the  fact  ?     Are  '  posed  on  almost  tvery  one  to  make  provision  for 

a  growing  family.  Hence,  our  love  of  gain, 
which,  io  most  instances,  is  founded  on  the  purest 
virtues.  The  love  of  distinction  is  not  less  deeply 
tixed.  In  a  country  of  such  blended  qualities, 
reliance  ought  not  to  be  had  wholly  on  honor  or 
profit.  They  ought  to  be  blended  in  due  propor- 
tion. The  truth  is.  that  no  otRce  requiring  long 
>s,  whose  only  temptation  was  pay  ;  and  what  I  continued  privation*,  will  be  honored,  unless  duly 
js  ijr  more  cjangerous,  in  every  respect  much  more  j  rewarded,  for  it  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  pursuit. 
;to|C'  dreadtyl.  do  we  not  see  the  very  best  talents  \  li  these  views  be  correct,  the  effect  of  an  adequate 
iofj^ife  Housf.  men  of  the  mo^t  aspiring  characters,  ;  reward  is  not  only  to  attract  talent  to  the  place 
'■■■Avv,  :pus  to  Jill  the  departments  on  foreign  mis-  |  where  it  is  most  needed,  the  Legi.>-lature.  but  you 
"sii  ;<  ?  Lej  me  not  be  understood  to  throw  blame  make  it  more  stationary  there,  and  what  is  more 
\t)i\  hem — tte  fault  is  not  so  much  in  them  as  the  j  es.sential.  place  it  more  beyond  Executive  coa- 
Jsy,i  Jm.  Cjngress,  then,  is  only  the  first  .step  in  i  trol  ;  and  thus  realize  the  full  effects  of  the  the- 
jthc  [light  o(  honorable  distinction.  So  high  the  '  ory  of  your  Goveruraent.  The  additional  expense 
■-P^4i*'^  can  ^  raise  the  aspirant,  to  go  beyond,  to  i  would  not  be  felt ;  and  he  knew  of  no  other  ob- 
ri».^,<o  thet^ighest,  the  Executive  must  lake  him  >  jection,  which  had  the  least  plausibility,  except 
j  by  ;be  hand.  On  what  side  then  must  his  incli-  that  we  cannot  plead  the  example  of  any  other 
n^|{iD  be  ?  ^  On  the  side  of  his  constituents,  who    country,  and  that  it  is  calculated  to  produce  too 


'\cv\  llo  uo  njore  than  to  keep  him  where  he  is,  or 
:thi(  jof  the 'Executive  power,  on  wiioni  his  fu- 
tUL  ^  hope  .<nust  depend?  Setting  corruption 
asi  ^,  whicfr  he  believed  had  made  no  inroad  on 
jU.s  Sit  take n'juman  nature  as  It  is,  can  you  expect, 
•  wi  :.  ordinal/  virtue,  that  vigilant  and  bold  over- 
I  sij^  fjt  over  tl.e  Executive  power  which  the  Con- 
st* ijtion    stjpposes,  and    which   is   necessary    to 


much  competition  for  a  seat  la  Congress.  He 
acknowledged  the  want  of  example  in  other 
countries,  and  he  thought  it  worth  serious  inves- 
tigation, what  effect  it  had  had  on  the  permanency 
ot  their  liberties.  But  why  should  we  look  for 
examples  either  to  the  State  Legislatures  or  to 
other  countries?  In  what  other  instance  has 
the  duties  of  legislation  involved  so  great  a  sac- 


,  c(i;  rce  a  poiver  possessed  of  so  much  patronage  ?    rifice.of  time  and  domestic  pursuits  ?     Compare 
>  Hi  ,-«vas  awjjre  the  evil  was  difficult  to  be  cured,    our  services   here,  with  ttiat  of  a  judge,  or   most 

Executive  officers,  and  they  will  be  found  not  less 


as  the  .ipinion  of  some,  that  no  member  of 
er  Hous-.'  ought  to  be  capable  uf  bring  appoint- 
0  any  oflice  for  the  terra  for  which  the  Pres- 
rt  is  elecjed.  It  is  worthy  of  reflection.  For 
part,  buk  one  objection  occurred  to  him  which 
iould  not-  surmount.  He  feared,  that  so  long 
He  Executive  offices  which  he  had  mentioned, 
^nued  t.j  be  more  desirable  than  a  seat  in  the 


burdensome.  Mor  did  he  tear  that  the  competi- 
tion for  a  ^eat  in  Congress  would  be  too  anima- 
ted. He  believed  a  sharply  contested  election, 
if  corruption  did  not  enter,  was  of  public  advan- 
tage. It  brings  the  proceedings  of  this  body  more 
fully  before  the  people,  and  makes  them  much 
belter  acquainted  with  their  interest.  It  even 
i  H:  ijse,  it  Wvuld  tend  still  further  to  depress  the  ,  makes  a  seat  here  more  honorable  io  public  esti- 
I  Lf  ijslature,' The  best  materials  for  politics  would  I  maiion.  i\*or  was  he  afraid  that  com()etitions 
^  sy  maticaJly  avoid  Congress,  and  approach  :  would  produce  corruption.  Filteen  hundred  or 
j  E  ^utive  ;.avor  through  some  other  avenue,  two  thousand  dollars  a  year  would  not  be  suffi- 
j,\^  lather  tl^s  or  some  other  plan  be  adopted  io  cieni  for  this  purpose.  An  election  to  Congress 
:  p^  '!.  he  wai-  confident  it  was  necessary  to  make  was.  in  this  respect,  more  safe  than  that  to  a  State 
•  a.  at  in  C^n^ress  more  desirable  than  what  it  is  Legislature;  as  it  requires  so  many  more  to  elect 
e»lii  at  the;-  present  pay.  What  sum  was  suffi-  .  to  the  former  than  tbe  latter.  This  security 
t  for  thil  purpose  he  stated  last  year  in  debate,  grows  with  the  increasing  growih  of  the  country  ; 
had  on|fy  to  regret  that  the  country  did  not  as  the  number  of  constituents  will,  relatively  to 
the  saoie  necessity  with  him  on  this  point.  ,  ine  representatives,  increase.  There  were  other 
itlemen.say  we  ought  to  come  here  for  pure  ,  and  imporianl  considerations,  connected  with 
otism  itnd  honor.  It  sounds  well;  hut,  if  just  pay  lo  the  members  of  this  body  ;  but  as 
ystem  |ie  adopted  to  Its  full  extent,  there  will  had  been  fairly  presented  by  the  report  of  the 
jiund  netlher  patriolisni  nor  honor  sufficient    committee,  he  would  not  fully  discuss  them.     Bv 

au  inadequate  pay,  you  close  the  dour  of  public 


a 
they 


fc^ontinufll  privations.  W'e  must  rejrard  tiuraan 
i<re  as  it^js.  said  Mr.  C.  and  particularly  that 
{on  lor  inhom  we  legislate.  Our  countrymen, 
many  admirable  qualities,  are.  in  my  opin- 
. greatly  (listinguished  by  the  love  of  acquisi- 
|.;o.  I  will  not  call  it  avarice,  and  the  love  of 
;.jrable  di^Jtinction.  He  objected  to  neither  of 
^  traits.,    They  both  grew  necessarily  out  of 


honor  on  some  of  the  most  deserving  citizens. 
Talents  in  this  country  are  principally  from  the 
middling  and  1  wer  classes.  These,  in  fact,  con- 
stitute the  great  body  of  the  community.  A  young 
man  of  talents  spends  his  property  and  time  to 
acquire  sufficient  information  to  pursue  a  profes- 
sion.   He  proves  worthy  of  public  confidence  j 
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ought  he  not  to  receire  iodemnity  for  tbe  appli- 
cation of  his  time  and  talents  to  the  service  of  Jiis 
country  ?     It  would  beeconoray  with  a  vengeance 
to  exclude  all  such  from  the  floor  of  legislation, 
or  to  make  them  mere  political  adventurers,  who 
would  enter  here  only  for  further  promotion.  The 
extent  of  our  country,  said  he,  points  another  and 
powerful   reason  why  the  pay  should  be  respec- 
table.    No  one  is  fit  for  legislation,  who  does  not 
constantly  bear  in  mind  that  our  Republic  is  dis- 
tinguished from  all  other  free  countries  that  has 
ever  existed,  by  the  extent  of  our  territory.  While 
we  derive  from  this  distinction  many  advant8<»es. 
we  are   liable   to  great   and    menacing  dangers. 
While  we  behold  our  growth  with  pride,  it  must 
at  the  same  time  impress  us  with  awe.     It  is  our 
duty  to  overcome  space  by  every  effort  in  our 
power.     We  ought  to  attract  suitable  talents  from 
the  most  distant  part  of  our  Republic  by  a  full  and 
generous  allowance.     Distance  itself  constitutes 
a  great  objection  to  many  to  perform   the  duties 
of  this  body.     Should  the  men  who  by  nature  and 
study   are  endowed  with  requi.site  qualities  for 
public  service,  be  forced  by  a  miserable  parsimony 
either  to  direct   their   talents  to  private  pursuits 
or  to  affairs  of  the  respective  States,  and  men  of 
inferior  capacity   be  sent   to  this  body,  who  can 
measure   the    public    misfortune?     What  could 
tend    more  powerfully  to   dissever  this  Union  ? 
Some  have  taken  up  the  idea,  as  extraordinary  as 
it  may  seem,  that  the  increased  pay  to  the  mem- 
bers IS  in   Its  nature  aristocratical.     What  lis  it 
aristocratical  to  compensate  the    public  servant 
for  his  services  to  the  public?     Can  it  be  consid- 
ered as  favoring  the  power  of  a  few,  to  extend  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  people  in  the  affairs  of 
the  General  Government?     It  enables  tht  m  to 
select   the  best  talenis   fur   their  own  immediate 
service.    It  raises  them  in  the  scale  of  influence, 
by  causing  the  most  shining  and  a>piring  talents  to 
be  dependent  on  them  for  promotion  and   honor. 
It  makes  their  service  more  desirable  than  that  of 
Executive  employment  ;  and  by  a  simple  process 
enables  them    through    iheir  immediate    accents, 
this  House,  to  hold  a  controlling  power  over  any 
department   of  ihe   Government.     Such    is  the 
aristocratical  tendency  of  this  reprobated  measure. 
Mr.  C.  said  that  he  might  extend  his  observations 
much  farther  on  this  most  important  subject ;  but 
so  much   had  been   well  said   by  others  that  he 
would  abstain.     He  must  however  present  to  the 
House  a  reason  which  he  believed  had  not  as  yet 
been   touched    on ;  he    meant   the    happy   effect, 
which  an  adequate  compensation  would  have  on 
the  tone  of  parties  in  our  country.     Make  a  seat 
in  Congress,  what  it  ought  to  be.  the  first  post  in 
the  community,  next  to  the  Presidency,  and  men 
of  the  greatest  distinction  in  any  part  of  the  coun- 
try will  seek  it.     The  post  then  of  honor  and  dis- 
tinction being  in  the  people,  and  not  in  the  Presi- 
dent, will  be  open  to  all  parties  in   proportion  to 
their  ascendency  in  the  Union.     That  entire  mo- 
nopoly of  honor  and  public  profit  by  the  majority 
Will  not  be  experienced,  which  must  be  felt,  when 
the  honors  of  the  country  are  principally  in   the 
hands  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.     Those  who  best 


'  understand  our  nature  can  the  most  fully  appre- 

i  ciate  the  consequences.     Although    it    may  not 

I  abate  the  heat  of  party,  it  will  greatly  affect  their 

I  feelings  towards  our  happy  politicarinsiitutions. 

I      Mr,  Calhoun,  was  followed  by  Mr.  Wheaton. 

{      Mr.  Southard,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  the  ques- 

i  lion  before  the  House  was  not  that  of  refunding, 

'  confession,    pardon,    or   absolution.     He  had  no 

I  confessions  to  make,  or  pardon  lo  ask;  he  had 

received  no  instruction  from  his  constituents,  and 

therefore   stood    on    independent   ground.      The 

question,  he  understood,  was  on  agreeing  to  the 

report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  fill  the 

blank  with  six  dollars.    In  Committee  he  had  the 

honor  to  move  to  fill  the   blank   with  that  sura; 

and  although  he  considered  the  decision  of  the 

question  doubtful,  yet  he  hoped  the  House  would 

sustain    the   report,  as,  notwithstanding  all  that 

honorable  gentlemen  had  said  against  it,  he  was 

not  ashamed  of  his  motion  ;  nor  shall  I,  said  Mr. 

S.,  abandon    it.   until  a   majority  of  this  House 

shall  decide  against  it. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  understood  that  the  primary  ob- 
ject of  the  members  who  advocated  the  compen- 
sation law.  was  to  bring  into  Congress  men  of 
the  first  talent.s  in  the  nation,  and  to  retain  them 
there.  Did  I  believe,  said  .Mr.  S..  that  high  sala- 
ries would  have  that  effect,  perhaps  I  might  unite 
with  them  in  the  measure,  but,  having  always 
entertained  a  different  opinion,  must  beg  leave  to 
dissent  from  them. 

Gentlemen  had  said  that,  unless  the  wages  of 
members  were  raised,  the  best  men  in  the  Legis- 
lature would  be  induced  to  leave  Congress  and 
accept  of  Executive  appointments.     Mr.  S.  said, 
he  had  no  kind  of  objection   that  the  President 
should  induce  men  of  the  best  talents  in  Congress 
to  leave  it.  and  fill  more  important  appointments — 
such  as  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Heads  of 
Departments.   Ministers   Plenipotentiary    to  for- 
eign nations,  &c.     When  men  carae  into  Con- 
gress, from  private  or  rather  obscure  circles,  and 
were  found    to   possess   pre-eminent  talents  and 
qualifications,  and  particularly  qualified  for  some 
important  office,  it  was  proper  that  they  should 
be  call'  d  to  fill  those  offices  for  which  they  were 
so  well  qualified.     How  should   the  Executive 
otherwise  become  acquainted  with  men  of  tal- 
ents?    He  could  not  know  them  until  they  ap- 
peared in  public.     Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  sit  down 
I  will  endeavor  to  assign  a  reason  for  the  opinion 
I  have  advanced,  and  also  very  briefly  state  some 
of  the  motives  that  induced  me  to  vote  against 
the  passage  of  the  compensation   bill,  and  which 
will  have  a  commanding  influence  on  my  mind 
in  determining  the  vote  that  I  shall  now  give. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  this  Govern- 
ment, Congress  passed  a  law  to  pay  its  members 
SIX  dollars  per  day.  This  act  was  passed  in  the 
year  1789.  and  expired  by  its  own  limitation 
in  1796,  when  Congress  again  took  up  the  sub- 
ject of  pay,  and  two  propositions  were  discussed, 
one  for  an  annual  salary,  the  other  a  per  diem 
allowance  of  six  dollars — the  latter  prevailed. 
Some  of  our  citizens  had  considered  the  wages  of 
the  members  too  high,  and  had  petitioned  Coa- 
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k^yf*  to  reduce  iheir  pay.  Gold  and  silver  was 
Vhi  the  rn;tin  currency  of  our  country,  and.  as 
ihj^wages  were  by  some  of  our  citizens  deemed 
^^^vagant^murmunniir  and  discontent  prevailed 
#1  ^ugit  ihe^  people.  But  it  soon  subsided,  and 
■GrJi'r'nmen^  went  on  well,  and  men  of  talents 
•ai|f  yieful  iriformation  formed  the  councils  of  our 
kiAia  ;  wheitier  it  was  interest,  honor,  or  patriot- 
'srjfc  IT  ail  of  them  combined,  he  should  not  pre- 
(0  ascertain. 

,-1  S.  said,  it  was  an  undeniable  fact  that,  from 
rar  11%,  the  date  of  the  six  dollar  act,  to  the 
J816.  C^ingress  had  never  been  deficient  in 
^s ;  andj^  sir,  I  speak  it  with  pleasure  and 
!'3i£?-  degree -Vf  national  pride,  that,  in  my  hum- 
lle^()inion,  1  have  never  witnessed  within  the 
wa  Jfcjof  Congress  Hall  more  men  of  brilliant  and 
astj^l  talent.-;  than  I  see  this  day  within  these 
Wa^  Sir,  during  the  term  of  twenty  years  the 
pa^if  the  rnerabers  of  Congress  has  been  six 
do?§rs  per  dji?ra;  and  the  scenes  through  which 
weSave  pas!|^•d,  prove  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
<Jr3.''d  Staits  has  been  competent  to  all  the  pur- 
po.^?  of  Govtirnment.  Europe  has  been  convulsed 
centre.  ».ind  America  has  felt  the  shock,  but 
w  settleil  down  into  a  peaceful  calra. 
OS  Government  went  on  well  for  the  space 
enty  y(;»rs;  and  I  did  believe,  and  do  still 
ije,  that  it  was  bad  policy  to  pass  any  law 
ould  tiiid  to  interrupt  or  mar  that  mutual 
ifience  iK-it  had  so  long  subsisted  between  the 
e  and  tlveir  Representatives 


to 


ernment,  and  Government  has  a  dependent  inter- 
est on  them — for  the  King  himself  is  selved  of 
the  field,  and  the  strength  of  the  Prince  is  his 
people. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  it  is  well  known  that  money 
is  by  no  means  of  the  same  value  that  it  was 
twenty  years  ago.  and  he  was  well  assured  that 
many  honorable  members  of  this  House  make  a 
great  sacrifice,  when  they  leave  their  professions, 
occupations,  and  domestic  concerns;  but  he  con- 
sidered it  as  a  free-will  offering,  and  their  con- 
stituents and  their  country  would  hold  their  ser- 
vices in  grateful  remembrance  when  their  beads 
are  laid  in  the  dust. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  have  a  considerable  na- 
tional debt  to  pay  ;  limes  are  hard  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  ;  taxes  are  high,  money  scarce,  and 
but  little  or  no  produce  to  carry  to  market.  The 
tide  of  popular  opinion  is  running  strong  against 
high  salaries,  ami  extravagance  of  every  kind. 
But,  noiwith:>tanding  this  is  the  case,  the  people 
are  willing  to  pay  the  public  debt,  even  if  it  were 
ten  times  as  much  as  it  really  is.  The  glorious 
achievements  of  the  late  war  have  sealed  ihe  des- 
tinies of  this  country,  perhaps  for  centuries  to 
come,  and  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has  secured  our 
liberties,  and  established  our  national  independ- 
ence, and  placed  this  nation  on  high  and  honor- 
able ground. 

Mr.  S.  said,  influenced  by  considerations  like 
these  he  had  njentioned.  he  voted  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  compensation  act,  without  the  least 


be 
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awithstsinding  the  able  and  lucid  report  of  hesitation,  from  a  full  conviction  of  the  impro- 
cmmittoe  on  that  subject.  Mr.  S.  said  he  ]  priety  of  the  measure,  and  now  felt  himself  bound 
ied  the  same  opinion   that  he  did  when  the  |  for  the  same  reasons  to   vote  for  a  repeal  of  the 

law.  and  in  favor  of  the  report  cf  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  to  bring  back  the  pay  to  six 
dollars. 

Mr.  S.  f-aid  he  had  not  been  instructed  by  his 
constituents,  but  did  believe  that  his  opinion  on 
this  subject  coincided  with  the  public  will,  and, 
therefore,  was  uninfluenced  by  anything  contrary 
to  his  own  judgment;  nor  had  the  Legislature  of 
New  Jersey  instructed  their  Senators,  or  required 
their  Representatives  to  do  anything  on  this  sub- 
ject. They  were  attending  to  their  concerns, 
leaving  Congress  to  transact  their  own  business 
in  their  own  way. 

One  observation  more.  In  regard  to  informa- 
tion given  to  the  House  a  few  days  since  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  VV^right,) 
in  his  speech  on  the  subject,  he  observed,  that 
wheat  in  Baltimore  was  selling  for  three  dollars 
and  a  quarter  a  bushel,  and  therefore  contended 
that  the  wages  of  members  ought  to  be  raised. 
Sir,  I  draw  a  very  diflerent  conclusion  from  the 
fact.  God.  in  hi»  providence,  has  been  pleased, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  blast  our  crop  of  grain,  and 
perhaps   where   there  is 


'ensatior*  bill  passed  the  House,  and  said  he 
;,i-he  morr  confirmed  that  his  first  impressions 
,».■  Tight,  from  what  had  since  laken  place;  for 
(h^HW  had  been  denounced  from  Georgia  to 
Kh^t — from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
oil^*— not  crnly  by  mobs  and  factions,  as  had 
«  jrepreserjted  by  some  members  of  this  House, 
i*tty.  Legislatures  in  solemn  form,  and  grand 
juu^i  arounG  the  altars  of  justice.  Sir,  the  peo- 
plilMMive  beejp  too  much  irritated  and  agitated  by 
inv-git»presenuition  and  falsehood,  and  1  am  sorry 
to  idj  that  alying  spirit  has  gone  forth,  striving 
'  J  cour^»^  to  lasttn  ignominy  on  the  foes  of 
^w,  as  well  as  on  its  friends  ;  and  such  has 
•lis  effe.  f.  that  I  will  venture  to  say  that  not 
jnber  in  this  House  has  escaped  censure  in  a 
i^r  or  Wm  degree — not  even  the  President  of 
Jniied  i^tates  has  escaped.  One  thing,  sir, 
re  well  assured  of,  ihe  voice  of  the  great 
;*of  the  people  has  been  strongly  and  clearly 
L'ssed,  aod  I  regret  liiat  any  portion  of  our 
rtns  shoQld  have  been  styled  a  faction  for 
»g  freely  expressed  their  opinion  on  a  sub- 
jeC*io  whiclr  they  feel  so  much  interest. 


.        .  .         .  one   to   bring   bread    to 

r.  S.  saif),  he  regarded  the  voice  of  the  man  ;  market,  there  may  be  one  hundred  to  buy.     Thus 

»t  *\i  cart  arrd  his  plough,  a^  much  as  he  did  the  j  dear  and  scarce,  how  are  the  poor  to  obtain  it  ? 

.to«' of  him  who  riois  in  luxury  and  rolls  in  his  |  But  have  it  they  must.     He  hoped  the  report  of 


^ifTti  trappings.    Sir.  our  Government  is  Repub- 

>ic.A,  and  f^uunded  on  the  opinion  of  the  People; 

thf>feomanry,  the  mechanic,  and  laborer,  feel  a 

^l^«»"and  lively  interest  in  the  measures  of  Gov- 


the  Committee  of  the  Wkole  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cllpeper  said,  after  the  observations  of 

the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 

Hou.N.)  so  full  of  good  sense  and  sound  reasoning, 


585 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


586 


January,  1817. 


Compensation  Law. 


H.  ofR. 


he  certainly  would  Tote  on  this  sabjeci  without 
making  any  remarks,  if  he  had  given  a  silent  vote 
on  the  passage  of  the  compensation  bill  last  ses- 
sion; but  having  spoken  and  voted  for  it  at  that 
time,  he  rose  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  present 
occasion.  Every  man  in  public  life,  said  Mr.  C, 
has,  or  should  have,  some  guide,  by  which  his 
conduct  is  directed  in  the  discharge  of  his  public 
duties.  But  two  rules  have  ever  been  recom- 
mended ;  first,  the  judgment  and  conscience  of 
the  Representative;  and,  second,  the  opinion  of 
his  constituents,  or  their  instructions. 

To  ascertain  the  most  correct  rule,  and  firmly 
adhere  to  it,  has  been  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance with  me  ;  and.  although  I  may  not  have 
formed  a  correct  and  proper  rule.  I  have  found 
one  which  my  judgment  approves,  and  from 
which  I  have  never  intentionally  departed,  and  I 
hope  I  never  shall;  and  I  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  till  I  describe  this  rule,  and  offer 
some  of  my  reasons  for  the  votes  I  expect  to  give 
upon  the  bill  now  before  us. 

More  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  debate 
upon  this  subject,  both  for  and  against  the  right 
of  the  people  to  instruct  their  Representatives, 
and  the  obligation  of  the  Representatives  to  obey, 
than  I  can  subscribe  to.  Under  every  form  of 
government,  and  especially  such  a  government 
as  ours,  formed  by  the  whole  community,  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  the  people  and  their  rulers,  and 
conducted  by  men  selected  from  the  mass  of  so- 
ciety, public  opinion  will  have,  and  should  have 
great  force.  It  will  not  only  influence  the  con- 
duct of  individuals  in  a  community,  but  the  form- 
ation of  its  laws.  Unity  of  interest  and  mutual 
confidence  in  the  people  and  their  rulers,  is  the 
strongest  cement  in  political  society,  and  surest 
guarantee  of  civil  liberty;  and  it  is  both  the  in- 
terest and  the  duty  of  legislators  to  cherish  that 
confidence.  A  desire  to  avoid  the  censure,  or 
gain  the  applause  of  the  public,  is  a  laudable  one  ; 
lew  sacrifices  are  too  great  to  make  to  public 
opinion ;  and  legislators  may  usually  conform 
their  systems  to  what  the  humor  of  the  people 
will  bear;  but  the  right  of  judging  what  is  proper 
and  just,  never  should  be  resigned,  and,  if  asked, 
should  be  resisted  with  firmness.  Rulers  should 
pursue  a  correct,  consistent,  fair,  and  honorable 
course,  and  never  surrender  their  own  judgment 
to  popular  opinion  ;  they  should  conscientiously 
oppose  what  they  deem  to  be  injurious  to  society, 
and  give  the  public  information  upon  every  im- 
portant subject  of  legislation,  to  prepare  them  to 
judge  correctly;  then,  and  not  till  then,  public 
opinion  may  be  expected  to  produce  its  best  ef- 
fects. Whether  this  is  not  true,  let  those  who 
are  accustomed  to  view  men  and  things  with  an 
impartial  eye,  determine,  and  they  will  find  that 
falsehood  and  misrepresentation,  if  believed  to 
be  true,  have  all  the  effects  of  the  most  solemn 
and  important  truths.  These  effects  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  thoughtless  and  ignorant,  but  extend 
to  the  whole  mass  of  society — to  the  best  of  men. 
This  has  never  been  more  apparent  than  in  the 
effects  produced  by  the  compensation  bill  of  last 
session.    And  what  caused  this  great  excitement  ? 


This  country  has  long  been  divided  into  two  great 
political  parties.and  both  have  their  party  printers, 
who  are  fond  of  exercising  all  the  influence  they 
possess.  Both  parlies  seized  thtf  compensation  bill, 
as  a  measure  that  would  produce  murmuring  and 
discontent,  and  attempted  to  wield  it  to  their  ad- 
vantage. The  Republicans  charged  it  to  the 
Federalists;  because,  said  they,  although  more 
Republicans  than  Federalists  voted  for  it.  yet  a 
greater  proportion  of  Federalists  than  Republi- 
cans supported  it.  This  is  unquestionably  true; 
but  whether  it  proceeded  from  grovelling  avarice, 
or  honorable  independence,  I  leave  the  public  to 
determine.  The  Federalists  charged  it  to  the 
Republicans,  and  said,  gentlemen,  you  have  a 
great  majority,  and  never  lose  a  bill  you  desire 
should  pass,  nor  suffer  a  bill  to  pass  except  you 
desire  it.  This  is  as  certainly  true  ;  but  whether 
they  were  in  this  single  case  overruled  by  the 
minority,  or  wished  the  passage  of  a  bill  they  were 
unwilling  to  vote  for,  I  will  not  say.  One  thing 
I  can  say.  and  I  assert  it  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that,  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
where  no  record  is  kept  of  the  votes,  not  more 
than  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  voted  against 
the  bill,  and  most  of  that  number  had  too  much 
respect  for  the  majority  to  say  one  word  against 
the  bill,  but  rose  in  their  place  to  be  counted. 
What  arguments  they  heard,  or  what  reasons 
they  had  to  vote  against  it  in  the  House.  I  know 
not ;  but  when  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  for, 
sixty-seven  recorded' their  names  against  the  bill, 
and  many  others  either  could  not  or  would  not 
vote  for  it. 

Posterity  will  decide  who  acted  the  most  firm 
and  consistent  part:  those  who  voted  for  it  in 
Committee  and  against  it  in  the  House,  or  those 
who  supported  it  from  first  to  last.  For,  unim- 
portant as  this  measure  was  of  itself,  the  public 
clamor  and  our  conduct  here,  has  made  it  inter- 
esting and  important,  and  we  have  immortalized 
our  names. 

I  voted  for  the  bill,  and  I  do  not  regret  it ;  nor 
do  I  lament  the  passage  of  the  bill.  1  believed  it 
just  to  increase  the  compensation,  and  determined 
to  act  a  firm  and  consistent  part,  I  did  not  shrink 
from  my  share  of  the  responsibility.  I  could  not 
desert  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr,  JoH.\30N,)  who,  when  he  reported  that  bill, 
expected  the  support  of  four-fifths,  if  not  nine- 
tenths,  of  the  members,  in  its  passage  through  the 

ouse. 

But  to  return  to  the  party  printers.  When,  too 
late,  they  and  the  party  candidates  discovered 
their  mistake,  and  found  this  weapon,  like  a  two- 
edged  sword  in  unskilful  hands,  which  cut  both 
friends  and  foes;  they  perceived  they  could  not 
stop  the  machine,  and  it  produced  effects  they 
never  intended;  it  raised  a  great  cry  against  the 
bill,  and  produced  more  excitement  than  any  other 
measure  of  the  General  Government.  Nothing 
would  justify  a  description  of  these  effects,  if  pub- 
lic opinion  was  not  urged  as  a  reason  for  repeal- 
ing the  bill,  and  reducing  the  compensation  to 
SIX  dollars  per  day,  contrary  to  the  deliberate 
judgment  of  a  great  majority  of  this  House,     But 
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4s  L^i  is  urg;<d,  and  gentlemen  have  iDformed  us 
jvh^  their  iq^mediate  constituents  have  said  and 
•^ot^  upon  th'js  subject,  I  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
Idtr^what  caf^ie  under  my  notice. 
'  ^^'«  constituents  gave  me  no  instructions  upon 
♦  bject.     They  did,  as  individuals,  complain 


voice  of  the  people,  its  fair,  its  full  and  Constitu- 
ional  force,  if  given  as  advice  ;  but  I  think,  how- 
ever, my  constituents  have  not  attempted   to  in- 
struct  me.   and,  should  they   do   it,  and  should 
the   Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  have    the 
honor  in  part    to  represent,  attempt  it ;  and  even 
illy  of  the  mode,  but.  what  ihey  called,  ihe    if  every  State  Legislature  in   the  Union  should 
amount  of  the  compensation.     A  learned    attempt  to  bind  me  by  instructions;  I  would  re- 
cspectaUe  clergyman  said  to  me.    ■  we  never    ject  their  instructions,  and  disobey  their  orders  if 
expect  (0  pay  our  public  debt,  all  the  taxes  I  contrary  to  the  opinions  I  had  deliberately  formed. 
,  .        be  reqijired  to  pay  the  salary  of  members;  !      The  rule  by  which   my  conduct   is  directed  is 
'jth.^revenue;  collected  m  this  district  (and  it  is  i  this,  to  attend  constantly  ;  this  I  have  done  and 


losed  tox)e  from  sixty  to  ninety  thousand  dol- 
f)  will  btt  necessary  to  pay  Mr.  Culpeper." 

-ked  hirn.  how  did  you  obtain  that  informa- 
He  relied,  a  person,  and  I  think  he  named 

^ge  of  thv  Supreme  Court,  made  the  calcula- 
t-ioi^'«nd  it  umounted  to  nearly  thirty  thousand 
4ol5jrs  per  day.  1  rejoined,  do  you  understand 
t;he^  ^iibject,  and  know  what  you  say  ?  Do  you 
kn?^  the  difference  between  what  we  formerly 
reol^'ed,  aadj  what  we  now  receive  under  the 
coi'^entaiioni  bill  of  last  session  1  He  said,  not 
jr(rjT»ely.  but  it  must  be  very  great.  I  then  in- 
5or'h*t*l  nim  ijat  during  the  two  years  of  the  thir- 
^lijlj  Congi>ess.  I   received   under   the   old   law 


.',Al ;  that  during  the  two  years  of  the  four- 
l>ei  vli  Congress,  if  I  attended  every  day,  I  should 
r^ctjve  S3,iKX'  and  my  travelling  pay.  And  1  ap- 
jea4<)  God  a^  a  witness  of  truth,  and  lo  the  Ser- 
jtea'Ciat-Arrai-,  who  paid  the  money,  for  the  truth 
cf  t^.  story  rl'specling  the  money  I  received,  and 
whiwti  I  expe-M  to  receive.  The  gentleman  then 
raid^if  the  dUference  was  but  two  or  three  hun- 
iv[ed|dollars,  it  was  improper  to  make  so  much 
Wih  .about  it.  and  the  friends  of  the  measure 
sjsoi^  ',i  have  furnished  correct  information,  and 
J^^e»  I'.ted  such  mistakes. 

;;N/  f.  sir,  when  such  men  as  these  make  such 
i«is(i  ties,  no  wonder  that  honest,  good,  and  correct 
mec^  irnurmur;  but  I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe 
i^y  'fwiistilueias  are  unwilling  to  give  me  a  just 
(forrrf^nsation/or  my  services.  I  presume  all  that 
it  nf-rfssary  i>j  to  ascertain  what  is  just.  I  have 
fo-rnj^d  an  opr.)ion  for  myself,  and  1  firmly  believe 
€<ver||^nian  wKo  attends  this  place  as  a  legislator, 
s^oij*)  receiv<;  what  will  support  him  and  his 
\fift>ft'he  ha>?  one,  and  is  disposed  lo  bring  her 
vi'Uhttiim  ;  aif'i  if  he  leaves  his  family  at  home, 
h<-  Ai}\i\d  rej*eire  an  honorable  support,  and  a 
sum^-iifficienr  to  remunerate  bis  lamily  for  the 
lysi  A'  his  ^er  -ices. 

i  I  ^\^Y  be  tct^,  the  public  is  not  bound  to  sup- 
flort  *.ur  wiv«-i>  ;  this  I  admit,  but  we  are  bound 
I')  s'j-'^ort  th«tin,  and  how  will  we  do  it.  when  in 

the  labile  sertice,  if  it  requires  the  whole  of  our  j  chase  a  dinner,  for  which  you'now  have  toVay 
cbiEstfesatioa/.o  support  ourselves?     A  lady  who  i  one  dollar,  and  every  other  other  article  has  risen 
a  mat,  without  both  the  disposition  and    in  nearly  the  same  ratio;  and  yet  we  are  told  we 

pay — we  have  in  name,  but 


never  lost  a  day  in  six  years,  either  through  bad 
weather,   sickness,  or   neglect.     To   meet   every 
subject  of  legislation  fairly,  to  weigh  arguments 
and  opinions   in  the  country,  and  on  this  floor, 
impartially  ;  and  then  vote  as  my  judgment  and 
conscience  directs,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge discharge  the  duties  I  owe  to  my  God,  my 
country,  myself,  and    my    family,   regardless  of 
consequences.     My   conduct   has    been    directed 
by  this   rule.     I  voted  for   the  compensation  bill 
and  I  do  not  regret  it.     I  am  differently  situated 
from  most  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on 
this   subject;  I  have   not  passed   the  ordeal,  ray 
constituents  have  not  yet  passed  upon  my  conduct, 
but,  if  I  live   till  next  August,  I  expect  to  attord 
an  opportunity  of  deciding  it  in  a  Constitutional 
way.     1  shall  then  ascertain  whether  they  approve 
or  disapprove  of  my  determination  to  act  as  my 
judgment   and   conscience  dictates.     1   love  my 
constituents  ;   their  confidence  and  approbation,  I 
trust,  will  ever  be  properly  appreciated  by  me.     I 
esteem  them  for  their  love  of  justice,  and  cannot 
pesume  they  desire  me  to  serve  them  without  a 
just   compensation  ;    my    respect    for    them    has 
nothing  of  fear   in  it.     I  hope  my  confidence   in 
them,  and  regard  for  tliem,  will  remain  unshaken, 
but  could  I  know  they  were  unwilling  to  do  me 
justice,  It  would   ver>  mucl/  diminish  my  confi- 
dence.    But  I  presume  they  do  not  blame  us  for 
receiving  an  adequate  compensation  for  our  ser- 
vices, but  charge  us  with  greaily  increasing  our 
pay.     Let  us  examine  the  propriety  of  this  charge. 
I  admit  we  have  increased  the  nominal  sum,  but 
not  the  intrinsic  value  of  our  pay.     This  may  be 
illustrated  by  the  practice  of  the  bakers,  and  oc- 
cupants of  boarding-houses  in  this  city.  Formerly 
flour  was  five  or  six  dollars  per   barrel,  then  the 
five-penny  loaf  would  feed  two  men  ;  now  flour 
is  fourteen  or  fifteen  dollars,  and  the  bakers  have 
not  increased  the  price  of  the  loaf,  but  diminished 
the  loat ;  now,  two  or  three  loaves  are  necessary 
for  one  hearty  man.     So,  sir.  with  your  compen- 
sation twenty  years  ago,  twenty  cents  would  pur- 


?ans  ot  •paaintaining  her.  acts  very  injudi-    have  increased  our 
J  ;  and  |he  old  book  informb  us,  he  that  pro-    not  m  value. 


uiot  for  j»is  own,  hath  denied  the  faith,  and 

U  no  doiibt  that  he  is  worse  than  an  infidel, 

ifi  polittis  and  religion. 

J;  a  few  j^ords  upon  the  right  of  instruction. 
Th«,^Kople  hjijve  certainly  a  right  to  express  their 
tipibijas,  and>i  trust  I  shall  be  ready  to  give  the 


: 


Can  any  gentleman  in  this  House  say  the  pay 
we  now  receive  is  equal  in  value  to  the  pay  of 
members  under  the  six  dollar  law  fifteen  years 
ago?  or  will  any  gentleman  say  he  believes  six 
dollars  per  day  is  a  just  compensation?  If  any 
gentleman  does  think  it  is,  I  hope  he  will  say  so, 
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but  I  presume  no  gentleman  will  hazard  such  an 
opinion.  And  are  we  to  be  proscribed  for  doing 
what  all  admit  to  be  just  ?  I  trust  not.  I  am 
willing  to  serve  my  constituents  as  long  as  I  am 
their  choice,  and  ihey  are  willing  to  allow  me 
what  will  support  myself  and  wile,  and  not  one 
day  longer;  for  patriotism  never  brought  me  here, 
and  I  pre.'^ume  it  never  did  any  man.  I  trust  we 
have  patriots  in  this  House.  I  hope  I  have  a 
patriotic  feeling,  but  our  constituents  never  sent 
us  here  as  mere  patriots,  they  chose  us  as  legis- 
lators, as  politicians,  and  we  should  legislate  as 
our  judgment  and  conscience  direct.  This  is  my 
course,  and  when  my  constituents  know  my  situ- 
ation, and  appreciate  my  njoiive.  I  trust  they 
will  approve  my  conduct.  To  them  I  am  re- 
EpoDaible  for  the  manner  in  which  I  have  dis- 
charged my  public  duties,  but  by  them  I  never 
can  bie  directed,  or  forced  to  violate  my  conscience, 
or  abandon  my  duty  ;  and  if  it  is  my  misfortune 
lo  lose  iheir  confidence,  by  exercising  what  to 
me  apftears  a  sound  discretion,  and  discharging 
what  1  deem  to  be  my  duty.  I  shall  never  regret 
my  course,  I  shall  enjoy  peace  of  mind,  and  leel 
the  support  of  an  approving  conscience. 

A  few  words  respecting  the  bill  before  us.  and 
I  shall  close  my  remarks. 

If  the  House  refu>e  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  will  fix  the  daily  pay 
at  eight  or  nine  dollars.  I  will  vote  for  it.  If 
they  will  so  amend  the  bill  a:>  to  repeal  the  com- 
pensation act.  and  leave  next  Congress  to  fix 
their  compensation,  I  will  vote  for  it.  But  if  the 
blank  is  filled  with  six  dollars  per  day.  I  cannot 
vote  *'or  It.  I  receive  ten  dollars  this  year.  I 
believe  it  to  be  just.  I  have  no  idea  the  repeal- 
ing bill  will  take  effect  in  time  to  affect  the 
amount  of  my  compensation,  but  after  receiving 
ten  dollars,  I  never  can,  I  never  will  vote  to  limit 
my  successor  to  six  dollars,  if  I  stand  alone. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  when  he 
offered  a  few  observations,  some  days  since,  on 
this  question,  the  principle  he  had  chiefly  in  view 
escaped  his  memory.  It  was  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  members  giving  punctual  attendance 
in  their  places,  and  this  had  been  overlooked  in 
the  discussion.  Unless  this  is  accomplished,  in 
a  competent  degree,  said  Mr.  F.,  representation 
is  but  a  shadow,  or  rather  the  name  of  it  is  a  de- 
ception. I  do  not  mean  that  the  number  ot  Rep- 
resentatives ought  to  be  increased;  they  are,  in 
my  opinion,  so  much  too  numerous  already,  that 
in  this  way  the  expense  is  more  increased  than 
any  reasonable  increase  of  salary  would  do;  but 
I  complain  of  the  non-attendance  ol  members 
who  are  elected,  and  which  m  '\i  necessarily  be 
unequally  from  different  parts  ol  the  nation.  The 
question  ol  compensation,  whether  by  salary  or 
by  the  day,  is  of  no  importance,  otherwise  than 
as  lar  as  ii  secures  the  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers; short  of  this,  it  is  in  a  manner  thrown 
away  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  employment  and 
expense  of  living  differ  very  much  from  each 
other  in  difl'erent  States ;  hence  it  was  that  under 
the  diplomatic  government  of  the  Confederation, 
when  each  State  had  to  pay  its  own  members  out 


of  the  respective  State  treasuries,  they  paid  at 
very  different  rates — some  a  fourth,  some  a  third, 
and  some  a  half  more  than  others;  and  hence  it 
was.  thai  when  patriotism,  in  opposition  to  in- 
terest, ceased  to  operate.  Congress  was  scarcely 
attended  by  a  quorum,  lo  do  important  business, 
one  month  in  the  year.  Indeed,  we  are  told  that 
honor  will  supply  the  want  of  adequate  compen- 
sation. The  capricious  principle  of  honor,  and 
the  more  noble  principle  o(  patriotism,  has  oftea 
done  great  things;  but  that,  when  set  in  opposi- 
tion to  interest,  they  cannot  be  permanently  de- 
pended on,  is  made  evident  by  the  history  of  our 
Revolution;  nor  in  opposition  to  interest  ought 
they  to  be  calculated  on.  in  time  of  peace,  whei> 
all  the  citizens  are  protected  in  pursuing  every 
one  of  them  their  own  interest.  The  Represent- 
atives having  a  common  interest  with  their  con- 
stituents, is  the  great  security  of  Republicaa 
Government;  of  honor  and  patriotism  there  may 
be,  and  often  are.  great  professions,  where  there 
IS  but  little  reality;  the  true  patriot  is  willing  to 
pay  well,  in  order  to  be  well  served. 

It  IS  well  known  that  the  National  Government 
was  the  result  of  liberal  compromise,  and  that  so 
were  the  laws,  also,  by  which  it  was  put  in  op- 
eration, and  among  others  the  law  fixing  the 
compensation  of  members  of  Congress;  and,  as 
has  been  mentioned  hy  the  venerable  member 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Pickeri.ng.)  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  those  times,  this  compensa- 
tion was  determined  at  a  time  when  many  of  the 
sages  and  statesmen  who  conducted  us  through 
the  Revolution,  and  who  sat  in  the  national  or 
ratifying  convention,  or  in  both,  were  members  ; 
many  of  whose  names  and  characters  do  honor 
to  their  country,  and  who  understood  the  princi- 
ples of  the  National  Constitution  well.  It  was 
fixed  at  a  medium  between  the  highest  and  the 
lowest  that  the  States  respectively  had  given; 
but  knowing  the  changeableness  of  the  value  of 
money,  they  fixed  it  so  as  to  expire  soon  after 
the  representation  was  equalized  by  the  first  cen- 
sus. When  it  expired,  by  its  own  operation, 
about  twenty  years  since,  it  was  renewed  at  the 
same  rate,  as  1  mentioned  formerly,  by  a  small 
majority. 

While  Congress  pos.sessed  only  the  yery  lim- 
ited powers  vested  by  the  Confederation,  the 
small  and  weak  States  were  really  oppressed. 
They  were  called  on  for  their  due  proportion  of 
requisitions,  which  they  were  not  able  to  pay. 
They,  with  difficulty,  were  able  to  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  their  own  State  governments,  and  this 
was  increased  by  being  obli.^ed  to  compensate 
their  members  in  Congress,  in  which  the  small 
States  had  as  many  members  as  the  large  ones, 
but  they  were  not  able  to  give  such  a  compensa- 
tion as  would  insure  attendance.  To  these  States, 
the  provision  in  the  Federal  Government,  that  all 
compensation  should  be  paid  out  of  the  National 
Treasury,  and  determined  by  the  National  Legis- 
lature, was  an  incalculable  advantage,  and  still  is 
so,  to  new  and  weak  States;  therefore,  as  may  be 
well  remembered,  the  small  States  ratified  the 
Constitution  without  delay,  while  the  large  States 
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lo«i. much  longer  time  to  driiberate.  In  short, 
f^t^i  is  not  it  Government  in  the  world  in  which 
po  v.ach  prcjvision^s  made  for  the  strong  bearing 
.Ibf^urden;.  ;)f  the  weak. 

lit-  Speaker,  the  question  now  before  the  House 
[tje  six  dollars  of  the  present  currency  equal  in 
i  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  life  to  what  they 
Mwentj(-seven  years  since,  or  even  twenty? 
e  not  i.ideed  heard  that  in  words  this  is  as- 
^  ;  yet  ;he  opposition  that  is  given  to  such 
an  V-; crease  of  compensation  as  would  be  equal 
;n^lue  10  Vhat  it  was  at  first  implies  so  much, 
professf-id  ground  of  opposition  is,  however. 
■^it  is  corirary  to  public  opinion.     To  make 
A;  opini(!ii  a  rule,  we  ought  to  be  certain  that 
.    tMpuUic   igind  was  well  informed.     I  will  ad- 
fni)3?f>owevet^  that  the  novelty  of  turning  the  day 
^•s  into  aj  salary,  and  not  proportioning  it  to 
pngth  ii  the  session,  is  opposed  by  public 
fion  in  ir^^ny  places.     But  that  the  propriety 
increa***  of  compensation,  in  some  propor- 
to   the  decreased  value  of  the  currency,  is 
Jagainst.  .but   perfectly    corresponding    with 

1)uhm'c  opinico,  is  evidenced  by  the  most  une- 
lui  xal  tesihnony.  A>k  the  farmer  if  he  will 
^eil  rte  prodo^'e  of  his  farm  at  the  same  price  he 
^o>  i  have  il;)ne  above  twenty  years  ago?  They 
tvil  ill  answer  universally,  no.  Ask  the  smith 
Khe  ailor,  thj  weaver.  <tc.,  will  they  work  for 
rou    it  the  t;,me  rate  they  did  at  that  period  ? 


CompetuatioH  Lav. 
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•  b  t*'"'  '^''^  ^^^  ^^''  ^^'^'"^'^  no.  Ask  those 
Yvh<^  keep  tarern  or  boarding-houses,  and  they 
tvilj  i;ive  the  ^ame  answer.  This  seems  a  much 
Xno^  correct  method  of  collecting  the  public 
opi.^jn  than,  from  stump  orators  or  newspaper 
dec/imers.  v\-^ich  I  hear  mentioned,  but  with 
0oi;*ofwhon>.  am  I  acquainted. 
:  Wil  there  i.>  another  method  of  collecting  pub- 
lic .^Qion  equally  infallible.  The  State  Legis- 
UtiiA'6  are  ihij  official  repositories  of  public  opin- 
I  Ask  lhc<n,  and  they  will  refer  you  to  their 
'i  by  whhjh  they  have  decided,  in  their  own 
Uhat  SIX-  dollars  now  is  far  short  of  being 
|:to  whar  it  was  when  the  wages  of  Con- 
^were  fix^d  ;  some  of  them  at  least  have  de- 
''.hat  it  iibut  half  the  value. 

Sppaktf,  the  compensation  of  members  of 
iress   is  (.4'  no  further  u>e  than  as  it  secures 
hendanc*  of  members.     That  it  has  not  se- 
[.that  attendance,  as  well  for  .-everal  years 
»s  formerly,  will  be  evident  to  all  who  ei- 
'  the  journals.     The  House  has,  indeed,  the 
„r        ..  1.        .1      jitendance  of  members, 
icable  as  to  any  general 
*  -sylvania  formerly  exacted  a  heavy 

ifi *■*•<■  tion-atjendance.but  it  was  seldom  levied— 
eSsj^j)ologie%;were  admitted.  As  their  attend- 
"•icAii  esseni^l  to  the  well  being  of  the  Govern- 
meiS^it  is  cer>inly  best  to  make  it  their  interest 


HM^W  ine  journal?.  The  t 
I.ov^lit  of  cotiTpelling  the  att 
'^'ife**'  powt'i  ii  impractici 
ivnS  ^f-    PeDi.sylvania  forn 


law  which  has  made  so  much  noibe;  and  on  the 
law  lor  compensating  property  lost  or  destroyed 
which  produced  so  many  mistaken,  there  were 
from  a  fifth  to  a  fourth  of  the  meriibers  absent 
and  on  many  other  important  questions  a  much 
greater  proportion,  sometimes  nearly  one-half. 
As  this  is  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  which  I 
will  ever  be,  I  can  have  but  little  interest  in  the 
fate  of  the  question  further  than  the  public  good 
IS  concerned,  and  of  this  I  hope  not  to  lose  si^ht 
when  retired  from  public  life.  ° 

Mr.  Pickering  observed,  that  yesterday  he  had 
hastily  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  unde-- 
consideration,  at  the  moment  when  the  question 
was  to  be  put  on  an  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  before  him 
(Mr.  Randolph.)  He  would  now  add  a  few- 
more.  The  comparative  value  ol  the  compensa- 
tion to  members  of  Congress,  as  fixed  in  1789  and 
that  by  the  law  of  the  last  session,  deserved  a  more 
explicit  statement. 

Taking  the  average  length  of  the  sessions  of 
Congress  at  five  months,  or  150  days,  and  the  real 
value  of  the  compensation  of  1789  to  be  double 
(and  It  was  certainly  more  than  double)  the 
value  ol  the  same  nominal  sum  in  1816,  the  re- 
sult of  the  comparison  would  be  this:  150  divs 
at  $12      -         - ^)  ^Q^ 

The  average   travel   of  members   to  the        ' 
Seat  of  Government,  400  miles,  at  20 
miles  for  a  day.  and  the  same  in  return, 
together  40  days,  at  312 


480 


Making  the 


average 


— »  tj  -       —  / 

member  of  Congress  in   1 
the  money  of  1816.  to  - 


compensation   to  a 


789 


equal,  in 


82.280 
1,500 


In  1816,  the  law  allowed  a  salary  of 
But  left  the  allowance  for  travel   at   the 
original  nominal  sura  of  six  dollars  for 
every  20   miles;   consequently,   the  40 
days  travel  give  only    -        -        .        .        240 

Total  value  of  the  compensation  in  1816   $1740 

u  J'.^^*'^  ^'*'"^  '*^*°  members  received  in  1789 
by  8d40,  in  the  money  of  1816.  Yet  the  clamor 
has  been  excited  by  an  alleged  increase,  as  well 
as  a  change  in  the  mode  of  compensation 

But  the  time  when  this  supposed  increase  was 
enacted,  has  been  pronounced  improper  and  un- 
propiiious-just  when  the  country  had  emertfed 
Irom  an  expensive  war,  and  the  people  were  bur- 
dened with  taxes  But  what  was  the  case  in  1789? 
Six  years,  indeed,  had  elapsed  from  the  close  of  a 
seven  years  war  but  its  diMressing  consequence* 
remained.  We  had  no  national  Government  of 
force  to  relieve  the  country  from  those  distresses; 
hence  commerce  and  all  other  branches  of  indus- 
try languished.     A  debt  (the  sacred  debt  of  the 


Ic  ^nd  by  iuch  a  compensation  a^  they  had  i  Revohuron.  the  once  ot  n..r"";;T^"^i"  "\'"> 
Vh,j».ihe  Gov^ernmeni  was  organized.     ThL  has  ■  more    than    .evln^v    ..  m  'ndependence)  of 

bee^Vong  kn^wn  by  my  frietds  to  be  my  oi^  i  ?he  public  revenuJ  w^T'  '"'""'"'^  "T'.^^" 
;(p.*,'.n.  VVL-^e  1  was  unable  to  attend  the  House  whole  rece.nLfmr^  T  '"  '"'^'''',1°  n'  ""^  *?" 
W.  -...Mon,  I  perused  the   lournal.s  «t  ..on."  "  ,^    1    ,^.  !"  P^.^'°™  comrnerce  m  1789,_and   the 


-^KMon,  I  perused  the  journals  at  home,  and 
.l.that  there  was  often  a  thin  House  deciding 
•^ant  measures,  even  on  this  compensation 


two  lo  owing  years  united,  amounted  to  but  about 
SIX  miilioDsand  a  half  of  dollars;  whereas  the 
revenue  Irom  the  same  source,  in  the  single  year 
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of  1816,  amounted  to  about  twenty  millions  of 
dollars;  and  the  entire  revenue  from  the  customs 
and  other  sources,  in  that  one  year,  anfiounied  to 
about  thirty  millions,  at  the  same  time  the  public 
debt  was  stated  at  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
million's.  Since  the  year  1789,  the  population  of 
the  United  States  has  more  than  doubled  ;  the 
wealth  of  the  people  is  trebled;  and  the  style  of 
decent  living  (in  addition  to  the  increase  of  prices) 
become  vastly  more  expensive. 

But  the  public  voice  has  been  raised  against 
the  law  of  the  last  session!  Yes.  a  lyin?  spirit 
had  gone  forth  (as  one  pentleman  had  said)  and 
deceived  the  people.  From  every  part  of  the 
House,  gentlemen  had  ascribed  the  public  clamor 
to  artifice  and  intrigue.  Some  Federalists,  (and 
they  probably  began  the  outcry.)  remembering 
the  charge  of  extravagance  formerly  made  as  one 
means  to  undermine  the  Federal  Administration, 
and  the  ''odious"  compensation  law.  naving  a 
democratic  origin,  those  Federalists  seized  the 
occasion  to  attack  their  political  adversaries  with 
their  own  weapon.  Others  denounced  the  law 
io  order  to  render  unpopular  those  who  voted  for 
it,  or  who  availed  themselves  of  its  provisions, 
and  thus  to  supplant  them  in  the  public  favor, 
and  step  into  their  places.  Others  joined  in  the 
clamor,  to  be  in  the  fashion,  or  to  acquire  some 
stock  of  popularity  for  future  use.  Others,  again. 
and  those  alone  whose  opinions  deserve  attention, 
honestly  disapproved  o\  the  law.  because  unin- 
formed, or  misinformed,  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
question.  Since  the  publication  of  the  able  and 
clear  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject,  such 
men  had  become  satisfied  that  the  measure  was 
correct.  One  instance  was  pre>ented  in  a  letter 
to  a  member  of  this  House,  written  on  another 
subject,  and  in  which  this  matter  of  the  compen- 
sation was  mentioned  incidentally.  It  is  a  letter 
from  an  honest  and  intelligent  sailor,  who  now 
lives  in  the  country,  in  Pennsylvania,  probably  as 
a  farmer.  He  says.  "I  consider,  from  the  com- 
mittee's rei>ort  on  the  compensation  law,  that  it 
should  not  be  repealed,  but  I  thought  otherwise 
until  I  seriously  perused  the  solid,  distinct,  and 
clear  report  thereon."  Had  that  report  gone  forth 
with  the  law.  no  such  clamor  as  we  have  wit- 
nessed would  have  been  raised,  and  we  should 
not  now  be  debating  the  question. 

Mr.  P.  said,  we  have  heard  something  about 
atriotism  on  this  occasion,  but  there  was  no  room 
or  it  on  this  subject.  He  trusted  no  gentleman 
would  take  offence,  if  he  said  that  patriotism  had 
not  brought  a  single  member  into  that  House; 
that  there  was,  in  truth,  no  more  reason  that  men 
should  labor  for  the  public  than  for  individuals, 
without  being  paid  for  it;  and  the  compensation 
should  comport  with  the  high  and  important  na- 
ture of  the  services  to  be  performed.  As  to  the 
power  to  fix  the  compensation  of  members,  it  had 
been  repeatedly  slated  that  it  is  expressly  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  ;  and  it  was  right 
that  Congress  should  always  possess  this  power, 
in  order  (as  in  all  other  things)  to  adapt  the  laws 
to  the  slate  and  circumstances  of  the  times.  Let 
then,  the  compensation  law  be   left  as  it  now 


I 


stands — an  inheritance  to  our  successors.  If  they 
commit  waste  upon  it,  or  throw  it  away,  let  them 
be  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

A  few  words  on  instructions  to  members  of 
Congress.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in 
which  the  compensation  law  is  censured,  as 
changing  the  mode  and  jrreatly  increasing  the 
compensation  to  members  of  Congress — as  an  in- 
novation upon  the  cusiom,  and  not  congenial  with 
the  republican  principles  of  our  Government ;  and 
requesting  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from 
i  that  State  to  use  their  influence  to  effect  its  re- 
peal. He  had  shown  that  the  compensation  had 
not  been  increased;  that  it  is  really  of  less  value 
than  it  was  in  1789.  And  as  to  its  beins  an  in- 
novation, the  venerable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr.  Findley)  had  informed  us  that  the 
idea  of  a  salary  compensation  was  not  a  novel 
one.  For,  that  in  1796,  when  an  increase  of  the 
compensation  was  under  consideration  in  Con- 
gress, it  was  proposed  to  change  it  from  a  daily 
to  an  annual  compensation;  though  neither  one 
nor  the  other  was  then  accomplished.  As  to  in- 
structions, whether  from  the  Legislatures  or  the 
people  of  a  district,  Mr.  P.  did  not  admit  their 
validity.  If  they  contain  reasons  for  or  against 
any  measure,  these  will  merit  a  respectful  consid- 
eration— but  instructions  unaccompanied  by  rea- 
sons, were  not  entitled  to  the  observance  of 
Representatives.  He  felt  humbled  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts  should  have  descended 
to  this  small  business;  especially  as  it  was  one 
exclusively  intrusted  to  Congress  by  the  Consti- 
tution. If,  on  any  important  public  measure,  a 
State  Legislature  think  proper  to  express  their 
sentiments,  with  tiieir  reasons,  and  especially  if  a 
national  measure  operate  unequally,  the  State 
aggrieved  will  rightfully  remonstrate,  and  instruct 
its  Representatives  accordingly.  If  the  case  be 
clear,  ihey  will  of  course  obey;  if  it  be  doubtful, 
the  opinion  of  their  constituents  will  turn  the 
scale.  But  they  should  go  no  farther,  because 
they  are  bound  not  to  contravene  the  general  wel- 
fare for  any  partial  or  local  interests, 

Mr.  P.  would  say  one  word  more  on  patriotism. 
The  only  patriotism  belonging  to  this  subject  is 
that  which,  by  providing  liberal  compensations 
for  the  service,  shall  induce  those  who  best  un- 
derstand, and  are  most  able  to  promote,  the  great 
interests  of  our  country  to  accept  of  seals  in  Con- 
gress. To  bring  forth  such  men,  he  wished  the 
law  to  remain  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said,  that  the  dig- 
nity and  importance  of  a  seat  in  this  House  was 
estimated  more  highly  by  none,  not  even  (he  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn,) than  by  himself.  It  is,  said  Mr.  T.,  a 
station  worthy  the  exalted  ambition  of  the  ablest 
statesmen  in  this  country;  no  man,  althou<»^h  re- 
tiring from  the  Executive  Chair  of  the  Union, 
crowned  with  the  benediction  and  gratitude  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  would  be  dishonored  by  a  seat 
on  this  floor.  To  discharge  the  various  and  ar- 
duous duties  of  a  Representative  in  Congress,  re- 
quires Dot  only  mcorruptible  iaiegrity,  but  talents 
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4  very  superior  order.     The  subjects  presented  '  which  will  not  be  accelerated  by  the  augmented 
^debate  and  legislation  are  equal  to  the  highest  I  numbers  in  this  House.     It,  therefore,  may,  and 

probably  will  happen,  that  we.  or  those  who  are 
to  occupy  these  seats  after  us,  will  sometimes  re- 
ceive more  money  at  six  dollars  a  day  than  at 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year.  But  should  it  be 
otherwise — should  this  country  happily  enjoy 
domestic  tranquillity  and  public  repose,  in  so 
great  a  degree  as  to  require  the  sessions  of  Con- 
gress to  be  protracted  not  much  beyond  the 
average  which  they  have  heretofore  attained — I 
put  it  to  honorable  gentlemen  who  hear  me 
whether  they  would  be  influenced  to  continue  in, 
or  to  abandon,  the  service  of  their  country  in  this 
House,  because  they  might  receive,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  that  service,  three  or  lour  hundred 
dollars  a  year  more  or  less.  No,  sir,  they  would 
not;  1  should  wrong  their  highminded  and  patri- 
otic feelings  by  a  contrary  supposition.  I  see 
around  me  honorable  members  devoting  undi- 
vided attention  to  their  public  duties,  submitting 
to  painful  and  almost  innumerable  privations,  for 
a  pecuniary  compensation,  less  by  four-fold  thaa 
the  same  capacity  and  application  would  insure 
in  their  professional  employments.  These  gen- 
tlemen are  my  witnesses  that  it  is  not  necet^sary 
to  pay  great  wages  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
distinguished  talents  into  this  House. 

Several  venerable  members  have  spoken  of  the 
improved  character  of  Congress  for  political  and 
general  science  within  a  few  years  past.  I  can 
draw  a  comparison  only  between  this  and  the 
thirteenth  Congress.  Many  able  men  were  re- 
turned to  both.  This  Congress  has  lost  by  some 
changes,  while  it  has  gained  by  others — I  am 
unable  to  strike  a  balance.  But  let  gentlemen 
remember  that  the  talent  and  integrity  which 
have  done  honor  to  either  the  one  or  the  other, 
furnish  no  argument  in  favor  of  the  compensa- 
tion law.  We  both  were  elected,  and  took  our 
seals  as  laborers  by  the  day ;  and  although  there 
may  not  have  been  any  falling  off,  yet  1  am  unable 
to  discover  any  improvement  in  the  manner  of 
doing  business  since  we  became  salary  men.  If 
the  members  of  this  and  the  last  Congress  have 
been  characterized  by  rather  more  ability  than 
some  of  their  predecessors,  it  ought  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  important  and  critical  times,  in  which 
they  were  elected.  Similar  times  will  always 
produce  the  same  result,  whether  the  compensa- 
tion be  high  or  low. 

It  has  never  been  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
meiit  to  pay  persons  employed  in  its  service,  par- 
ticularly in  the  legislative  department,  as  pro- 
fusely as  professional  men,  especially  of  the  law, 
are  paid  for  their  services  in  the  Stale  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  Any  mid- 
dling clerk  in  the  office  of  a  county  court  lawyer, 
can  there  earn  for  his  master,  by  the  folio,  twelve 
or  fifteen  dollars  a  day.  But  who  ever  thought 
of  graduating  the  compensation  to  members  of 
Congress  by  that  standard!  Much  less  by  one 
formed  with  reference  to  the  fees  allowed  to 
counsellors  of  respectable  standing.  Agricultu- 
rists constitute  the  predominant  class  of  our  popu- 
lation, and  the  pay  allowed  to  members  of  the 


J  most  rf  tined  intellect,  stimulated  by  fwitriotic 
r  and  j^ersevering  industry.  The  people  of 
Unitedi^tates  are  represented  nowhere  but 
this  Hojjse.  It  IS  for  this  cause,  that  every 
Cer  in  *very  department  of  the  Government, 
■fi  the  Pf^sident  down  to  the  messenger  who 
fibutes  (uese  bills  upon  our  tables,  is  answer- 
to  thisiauthority  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
♦luiies.  'Here  the  voice  of  the  people  is, ought 
^,  and  «»ver  will  be  heard,  while  one  spark  of 
1:^1  ty  renjains  to  our  country.  May  the  day 
iflfr  arriv*>  when  their  seats  shall  be  occupied 
l^-^reak,  wricked,  and  ignorant  men. 

f{onorab|e  gentlemen  have  told  us  that  ihey 
(f.  and  jflill  are,  in  favor  of  the  compensation 
'■^of  last  session,  from  a  conviction  that  it  is 
ilated  to  command  for  the  service  of  this 
',9se.  bet<er  talents  than  could  be  procured  at 
;former', rate  of  compensation.  Most,  if  not 
\pi  their  arguments,  are  founded  on  this  sup- 
Mtion.  hei  us.  for  a  few  minutes,  inquire  into 
'>futh.  And  here  I  am  willing  in  the  outset  to 
lit,  ihat^ince  my  first  acquaintance  with  this 
'  Il^se,  it  ha^  lost  some  of  its  brightest  ornaments, 
■•  b^-tuse  the^  could  not  afford  to  sacrifice  private 
".  r,  '»uits  to  t>ublic  employment.  But  do  genile- 
n^  believ#  that  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year 
Mjjfe^d  hav»v  secured  to  us  their  services?  No. 
J  ^-Mj'  woul(i  not.  Some  of  them  have  returned 
■  ''^i^  prac*^ice  of  lucrative  professions,  yielding 
'  a««icome  yf  five,  eight,  or  ten  thousand  dollars 

•  a3|'r'^'  *°'^  -"^  several  in.stances  I  am  informed  of 
I  aCjll  largeji  sum.  Some  have  accepted  profita- 
.'  bl^knd  peMoanent  offices  under  the  State  gov- 

•  ^l2i'^°'*r  s*'^  others,  fatigued  with  public  cares, 
t  h<£«  soughi,  in  domestic  quiet,  that  happiness 
f  ^ih  political  pursuits  failed  to  afford.  I  know 
\o-,i^)  man  vho  has  retired  from  this  House  be- 
|c^<e  the  {jiy  was  but  six  dollars  a  day,  who 
I  T^4^.id  bavej  remained  at  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
I  ayi^r.  Tl^  addition  to  the  compensation  made 
;  b^(ie  law  «f  last  session  is  much  less  than  it 
injaaars  to  b^.-  considered  either  in  this  House  or 
;o^of  It.  JThe  members  of  the  first  Congress, 
^*^4p*'<1 '^''niselves  six  dollars  a  day,  actually 
jT^'^ved,  b«f ides  travelling  expenses,  more  than 

•  lii^n  hundred  dollars  a  year.  For  the  two 
•y«^-*  they  jVceived  for  their  services,  besides  the 


travelijng  allowances,  three  thousand  and 
in;J-»y  dollars.  The  members  of  the  fifth  Con- 
:  S%0  rereivijj,  in  like  manner,  about  twelve  hun- 
;d[*^and  sU'enty-eight  dollars  per  annum,  and 
;  tlj^  .^embers  of  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  Con- 
i^c^tes.  sonyething  more  than  eleven  tiundred 
•di^^rs  p)er  Hnnum.  During  these  eight  years, 
j-C^ijress  w{s  m  session  longer  than  usual,  but 
*tl,,«^averRgeicompensation  received  by  members 
ngressjat  six  dollars  a  day.  from  the  organi- 
n  of  th«  Government  under  the  present  Con- 
ion,  to  ihe  commencement  of  the  last  session, 
i5le.  if  *^y,  short  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
m.  Wt'.th  an  increased  population  and  ter 
«y.  we  ojight  to  calculate  on  a  proportionate 
,_j,*-«5e  of  legislative  business,  the  despatch  of 
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Legislature,  in  both  the  General  and  State  gov- 
ernments, has  been  in  most  instances,  and  always 
ought  to  be,  fixed  with  a  view  to  ihe  profits  of 
agricultural  industry. 

Much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  instruc- 
tions. I  have  received  from  my  immediate  con- 
stituents neither  instruction  nor  advice.  But  I 
am  not  the  less  acquainted  with  their  wishes  on 
this  subject.  The  salary  law  is  by  them  unani- 
mously disapproved.  Every  man  of  every  po- 
litical party,  from  first  to  last,  has  condemned  it. 
From  the  industrious  farmer,  who  honors  and 
benefits  his  country,  down  to  the  despicable 
wretch  who  lives  by  his  wit-<,  eating  the  bread 
of  extortion  or  idleness;  through  the  long  list  of 
intermediate  character,  not  one  stood  forth  its 
advocate.  It  was  discussed  in  town  meetings, 
and  condemned.  Committees  were  appointed  to 
meet  m  county  convention,  where  it  was  again 
discussed  and  condemned.  I  was  present  at  none 
of  these  meetings.  But  from  the  newspapers  I 
learn  that  a  memorial  praying  its  repeal  was 
agreed  to,  for  the  purpose  of  being  submitted  to 
this  House.  It  has  not  been  received.  These 
meetings  were  held  without  distinction  of  party. 
Not  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  and  for  electioneer- 
ing purposes,  but  months  after  the  polls  were 
closed,  and  after  the  law  had  been  published,  and 
well  understood.  All  classes  of  society  united 
in  these  proceedings;  they  were  not  stimulated 
by  demagogues,  for  the  purpose  ol  pulling  down 
or  bailding  up  any  man,  but  were  so  conducted 
as  to  furnish  to  my  mind  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  deliberate  judgment  of  my  immediate 
constituents  is  opposed  to  the  salary  law.  I 
thought  proper  to  mention  these  proceedings,  al- 
though not  regularly,  before  this  House,  because 
there  is  no  oiher  way  of  ascertaining  wliat  is 
public  opinion  but  by  receiving  and  combining 
the  opinions  of  the  people  in  the  several  districts 
from  which  we  come. 

An  honorable  gentleman  l>om  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  HuLBERT.)  who  yesterday  favored  us  with 
one  of  his  happiest  specimens  of  public  speaking, 
and  entertained,  if  he  did  not  convince,  his  hear- 
ers, considered  this  as  a  contest  between  Congress 
and  the  people — between  the  representative  and 
the  constituent;  and  he  hoped  this  House  would 
manfully  maintain  the  ground  assumed  by  it  at 
the  last  session.  Has  the  honorable  gentleman 
forgotten  the  lesson  of  experience?  Let  him 
look  into  the  history,  not  only  ol  this,  but  of  all 
free  governments,  and  point,  if  he  can.  to  one 
example  of  a  contest  between  the  people  and  the 
Government  in  which  the  latter  have  been  suc- 
cesslul.  If  such  example  can  be  produced,  the 
success  of  the  Government  was  purchased  at  the 
price  of  the  liberty  of  the  country.  While  the 
people  are  free  they  will  and  ought  to  govern.  I 
feel  no  humiliation  while  avowing  that  I  stand 
here  to  express  for  my  constituents,  and  as  their 
representative,  what  they  themselves  would  ex- 
press if  personally  present,  and  possessed  of  the 
same  information  upon  which  I  act. 

But  I  do  not  agree  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  that  this  is  a  contest  be- 


tween Congress  and  the  people.  That  gentle- 
man, and  those  who  voted  with  him,  doubtless 
believed  that  they  were  promoting  the  public 
good  in  passing  the  compensation  law  of  last  ses- 
sion. They  expected,  if  not  the  gratitude,  at 
least  the  support  of  the  people.  Such,  I  know, 
were  the  feelings  of  many  gentlemen  who  sup- 
ported It.  In  this  expectation  they  have  been 
disappointed.  It  remains  for  ihem  to  decide 
whether  they  will  now  commence  a  contest 
against,  or  lulfal,  the  wishes  of  the  people.  The 
citizens  of  the  country  are  its  owners  and  sover- 
eigns— we  are  only  their  stewards.  They  have 
disapproved  of  the  law.  Is  it  not  more  honorable 
to  us.  and  more  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
this  Government,  to  obey  their  will,  when  clearly 
expressed,  than  to  persevere  in  a  course  which 
has  met  their  decided  condemnation? 

Among  my  regrets,  occasioned  by  the  passage 
of  the  compensation  law  of  last  session,  it  was 
not  the  least,  that  the  motives  of  honorable  mem- 
bers who  voted  for  it  would  be  liable  to  unjust 
imputations.  Subsequent  events  have  too  fully 
proved  the  correctness  of  that  anticipation.  Some 
of  our  ablest  and  best  men  have  lost  the  confi- 
dence of  their  constituents,  and  been  driven  from 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  in  consequence  of  one 
error.  Let  us  correct  it  without  delay.  Let  us 
remove  from  the  statute  book  this  cause  of  public 
dissatisfaction;  and  let  all  remember  that  it  is 
unworthy  the  exalted  character  of  American  citi- 
zens to  pursue  with  unrelenting  seventy  their 
faithful  servants  for  one  error  of  judgment.  Let 
mistakes  on  both  sides  be  forgotten  and  forgiven, 
that  harmony  and  confidence  may  be  restored 
between  the  people  and  their  representatives. 

I  voted  against  ihe  compensation  law  of  last 
session,  because,  in  my  judgment,  it  was  unne- 
cessary and  inexpedient.  My  opinion  remains 
unchanged.  I  shall  now  vote  to  repeal  it.  and  to 
fix  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  at  the  old 
price  of  six  dollars  a  day. 

Mr.  WiLDEsaid.he  never  thought  of  that  House 
without  comparing  it  in  his  own  mind  to  a  vast, 
grand,  magnificent,  political  amphitheaire,  on 
which  were  exhibited  specimens  of  intellectual 
gladiatorship,  infinitely  more  wonderful,  quite  as 
interesting,  and  sometimes  scarcely  less  danger- 
ous, (he  would  not  say  cruel.)  than  those  that 
contributed  to  the  amusement  of  ancient  Rome; 
or  rather — for  he  wished  to  make  no  comparison 
which  should  not  be  expressive  of  his  high  respect 
fcr  that  bodj ,  and  for  every  member  of  it — to  a 
gay  and  gallant  tournament,  where  the  '•  keen 
encounter  of  wits"'  was  substituted  for  that  of 
weapons;  where  sarcasm  and  ridicule  were  the 
sword  and  the  lance,  authority  and  argument  the 
casque  and  the  shield. 

Thinking  thus,  it  was  not  for  him,  he  said,  all 
unskilful  as  he  was  in  such  contests,  and  in  com- 
parison with  able  and  honorable  gentlemen  whom 
he  saw  around  him,  scarcely  entitled  to  knightly 
privileges,  it  was  not  for  him  to  descend  into  the 
arena  or  to  enter  into  the  lists  for  the  purpose  of 
combatting  their  arguments,  or  running  a  tilt 
against  iheir  opinions.    There  would  be  no  eqnaj 
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such.a  contest.     They  would  come  a^aJDst 
clad  Ld  all  che  panoply  of  intellectual  war- 


,  f*',  wbil$»  be  had  no  other  weapons  than  those 

'  ^ich  nature  furnished  ;  and  so  humble  had  been 

'  ii^>  current  of  his  life,  as  scarcely  to  have  pol- 

:  i^H  the  pj^bble  that  must  be  fitted  to  his  hand. 

'  1^  meant. no  vain-glorious  allusion;  he  begged 

'■  k^fP  'o  diuilaim  it.     He  was  not  conscious,  un- 

i  t!^^;ie  hadiuttered   them,  that   his  words  would 

i  b*ir  any  si|ch  construction  ;  and  he  was  sensible 


sum  which  they  found  inadequate  to  their  decent 
support,  and  which  was  universally  admitted  to 
be  much  less  in  value  than  when  originally  fixed, 
twenty  years  ago.  With  these  facts  before  his 
eyes.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  could  not  at  present  be  per- 
suaded that  the  inference  which  was  attempted 
to  be  drawn  from  the  result  of  the  election  there 
wa?  well  founded. 

So  far  as  it  regarded  himself,  that  result  was 
produced  by  complicated  causes.     Independent  of 


t5^i|  there  \\  as  no  more  similarity  between  himself  |  those  which  it  was  apparent  to  the  House  must 


^,i  one  of  the  persons  to  whom  it  might  be  sup- 
\i$grd  he  had  referred,  than  there  was  between 
nfTj  honora-ble  gentleman  on  whom  his  eye  might 
alctdentaliy  have  rested  at  the  moment  and  the 
c^h<?r.  G<fntlemen  would  have  another  advan- 
t-dMf  over  him.  They  were  trained  to  the  forms  of 
iJeTtiie  ;  wHh  ail  its  refinements  they  were  per- 
(tjjvly  acquainted.  Language  was  with  them  a 
wViipon  of  <he  keenest  edge,  the  finest  temper,  the 
b^ihest  polish,  and  wielded  wiih  the  most  admi- 
rjc'e  dexterity.  But  its  brilliancy  was  so  often 
ti.^T|hed  upo/i  the  eye,  that  sometimes,  when  it  was 
oA^  rneani  to  dazzle,  we  became  apprehensive 
Ici^it  was  ^/itended  to  wound. 

yl  was  n«$<  without  reluctance  he  had  exposed 
lii|^self,  de+'eoceless,  in  front  of  a  force  so  formi- 
d^ifie.  He  had  determined  to  do  as  he  had  done 
a4»|)c  last  spssion :  he  then  expTessed  his  opinion 
o^u  by  hu;  vote,  and  nothing  which  had  since 
oA\irred  owt  of  that  House  wculd  have  induced 
hu  to  expT»«?ss  his  opinion  olherwi-e  now.  But 
a  bjference-  had  been  made  to  the  public  opinion 
ui{  'he  Sta'je  to  which  he  bebnged.  and  to  the 
rtf^nt  eleciioa  there,  as  furnishing  conclusive 
e^leoce  tl^t  this  opinion  was  decisively  against 
^ifd  iiicrease  whatever  of  tht  remuneration  of 
tij*|nbers  oithe  National  Legi.vlature.  This  ref- 
erK(ce  had  called  him  up.  He  begged  leave  to 
c<4;ect  an  inference  which  he  had  considered  as 
a  ipi|fiection-j  not  only  upon  the  liberality,  but  on 
ih^^good  ser)se  of  that  State,  and  which,  so  far  as 
bvjilivas  informed,  he  believed  to  be  erroneous.  He 
d5wnot  believe  the  public  opinion  there — and  by 
ll'M  he  meant  the  calm,  deliberate  opinion  of  rea- 
sc^iible  mcii.  which,  if  not  now  the  opinion  of  the 
m:5jority,  (ajod  he  was  by  no  means  certain  that 
itji^as  not,  )iwould  very  soon  btcome  so; — he  did 
DcSithink  ih^it  this  opinion  was  opposed  to  a  rea- 
sc)  iible  adtkiion  to  the  sum  formerly  allowed  to 
Hi  ^(pbers  ot  Congress.  U  made  in  the  shape  of  a 
d^  n^  compiinsaiion.  Unless  he  was  grossly  de- 
cv;  yed,  (andthe  had  no  reason  to  think  he  was  so,) 
t^f^at  least  of  the  gentlemen  then  elected,  (and 
h»^^as  happy  to  state  it,  to  their  honor.)  so  far 
frf  ;t»  objeciijig  to  an  increase  of  the  former  daily 
"ill  wance.  *vould  vote  for  it,  if  called  upon 
U^iers,  pertj^ps 


always  operate 

that  had   contributed 


against 


might  do  the  same.     He  did  not 


him.  there  were  others 
to  his  rejection.  Among 
these,  was  the  part  he  had  the  honor  to  take — he 
should  always  consider  it  an  honor — in  a  late 
memorable  contest  in  that  Slate,  in  favor  of  what 
he  considered  political  honesty  and  judicial  inde- 
pendence. In  his  course  on  that  occasion  he  had 
coincided  with — he  could  not  say  he  had  imitated, 
for  he  had  not  followed — that  of  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman whose  talents  formerly  commanded  re- 
spect, even  in  that  House,  and  who  more  recently, 
during  a  very  trying  period,  administered  the 
government  of  tbe  State  in  question.  He  would 
not  attempt  to  speak  of  that  gentleman  as  pos- 
terity would  speak  of  hira  ;  but,  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  he  never  could  regret  any  act 
of  his  public  life  which  was  sanctioned  by  such 
illustrious  authority. 

Mr.  W.'s  conduct  in  relation  to  that  question, 
however,  was  such  as  it  was  the  pleasure  of  many 
of  his  constituents,  for  the  present  at  least,  t6  dis- 
approve; and  they  had  manifested  their  displea- 
sure, as  they  had  a  right  to  do.  by  their  votes. 
He  would  not  pursue  the  subject  further.  He 
meant  to  give  the  House  a  clue  to  this  matter; 
but  he  was  not  born  to  be  his  own  historian,  even 
if  his  history  were  as  important  as  it  certainly 
would  be  otherwise,  and  still  less  to  pronounce 
anything  that  should  look  like  eulogy  or  egotism. 

It  was  very  true,  that  distorted  images  of  the 
act  of  last  session,  and  the  foulest  and  most  ma- 
lignant imputations  on  the  motives  of  those  who 
voted  for  and  those  who  voted  against  it  were  there, 
as  they  were  elsewhere,  employed  as  the  means 
of  gratifying  personal  enmity  and  ill-judged  am- 
bition. But  It  was  very  far  from  being  true,  that 
these  were  the  only  means  used;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  success  of  these,  so  far  as  they  were 
successful,  was  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
indifference  of  those  against  whom  they  were 
directed.  Their  carelessness,  their  supineness,  if 
described,  might  seem  wonderful  to  such  as  lived 
only  on  the  smiles  of  a  Sovereign — a  situation  to 
which  be  would  never  suffer  himself  to  be  reduced, 
even  though  that  Sovereign  should  be  the  peo- 
ple ;— but  It  would  not  be  in  the  least  astonishing 
to  others,  who  felt  that  honor  is  not  derived  from 
office  or  from   power,  but   from  the   manner  m 


sajihey  would  not. 

^Q  honoiable  gentleman,  formerly  a  member  I  which  they  are  acquired  and  employed.     What 
Ofcpis  Hou.-ie,  and  recently  elected  by  the  Legis- '  '^     •     •  •       ■ 

inAte  of  that  State  to  the  other,  would  (unless 
h'tjad  been  misinformed)  most  probably  vote  for 
at<|Cpcrease  ^Iso.  He  had  not  conversed  with  any 
r'-peciable  and  intelligent  man  in  the  State  who 
whed  to  l^ii  the  members  of  this  House  to  a 


he  had  proposed  to  himself  through  life,  was  the 
pursuit  of  honorable  ends  by  honorable  means, 
and  by  no  other  means  than  such  as  were  strictly 
honorable.  Honest  ambition,  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
like  the  eagle,  soars  upward  to  the  sky.  gazing 
undazzled  at  the  most  glorious  object,  whilst  po- 
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litical  intrigue  burrows  downward  m  the  earth, 
and.  working  crookedly  in  the  dark, 

"  Toils  much  to  earn  a  monumental  pile, 

"  That  may  record  the  mischief  it  has  done." 

He  had,  therefore,  never  thought,  and  hoped 
be  should  never  think,  a  seat  on  that  floor  so  de- 
sirable; although  he  protested  that,  to  his  mind, 
not  only  was  there  no  office  on  earth  more  desir- 
able, but  that  no  man  on  earth  estimated  it  higher 
than  he  did^yet  he  never  thought  a  seat  so  de- 
sirable as  to  be  procured,  at  all  events,  by  the 
means  which  might  sometimes  be  necessary  to 
obtain  it.  The  noblest  gift  ought  not  to  be  held 
by  the  basest  tenure;  and  whenever  it  became 
requisite  for  a  Representative  of  the  people,  in 
order  to  secure  a  re-election,  after  passing  five 
months  of  ceaseless  occupation  and  discom.'"ori  ; 
instead  of  returning  to  his  domestic  duties  and 
enjoyments;  to  the  care  of  his  affairs,  certainly 
not  improved  by  his  absence;  to  the  society  of 
his  friends  and  to  the  study  of  that  sound  politi- 
cal philosophy  which  he  is  here  called  upon  to 
practise  ; — whenever  it  became  necessary,  instead 
of  doing  this,  to  course  through  the  country  in 
pursuit  of  voles  ;  to  fawn  and  creep,  and  wriggle 
into  favor,  and  to  insure  temporary  caresses  by 
deserving  permanent  contempt,  he,  for  one,  must 
be  contented  to  forego  them.  He  intended  no 
disrespect  for  the  people — far  from  it.  All  he 
meant  to  say  wa';  this,  that  whoever  or  whatever 
is  sovereign  in  any  country,  will  always  find 
enough  to  flatter  and  corrupt;  but  for  the  same 
reason,  that  if  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  the 
subject  of  a  monarchy,  or  the  slave  of  a  despo- 
tism, he  would  never  minister  to  the  vices  or  the 
follies  of  the  king,  or  the  emperor,  or  the  auto- 
crat,— for  the  same  reason,  as  the  citizen  of  a 
Republic,  he  would  never  be  the  sycophant  of 
the  people.  Others,  if  they  pleased,  might  sing 
to  them  the  song  whicli  entices  to  destroy  ;  others 
hold  the  cup  that  intoxicates  to  embrule. 

In  relation  to  a  question  which  had  been  start- 
ed, connected  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  he 
concurred — he  could  do  no  more — with  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoc.n,)  who  had  uttered  some  sentiments 
worthy  of  the  best  men  in  the  best  limes,  of  any 
country  in  the  world  :  and  he  desired  not  to  be 
considered  as  thus  expressing  himself  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  and  at  a  season  when  he  had 
nothing  to  lose  or  to  fear.  Those  who  knew  him, 
knew  that  such  opiniunj,  had  grown  up  wiih  him 
from  his  boyhood,  and  become  part  of  his  char- 
acter. He  had  had  occasion  to  act  upon  them 
very  recenily  more  than  once;  and  if  they  were 
political  heresies,  he  was  ready  for  their  sake,  to 
suffer  any  and  every  species  of  political  martyr- 
dom. 

These  notioos  be  had  freely  and  frequently 
avowed  before  the  late  election  ;  they  were  con- 
tained in  an  answer  which  he  had  written  to  a 
corresponding  coramitlee,  who  did  him  the  honor, 
pursuant  to  a  meeting  and  some  resolutions,  to 
address  a  letter  to  him,  not  through  the  newspa- 
pers, or  be  certainly  should  not  have  replied  to  it, 


but  through  the  post  office,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  obtain  certain  pledges  on  the  subject  of 
the  very  law  in  question,  which  pledges  he  did 
himself  the  honor  not  to  give.  The  committee 
had  not  seen  fit  to  publish  that  answer,  for  which 
he  was  much  obliged  to  them,  since  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  indifferent  composition. 

For  once,  however,  the  meeting  and  the  reso- 
lutions, and  the  correspondence,  which,  no  doubt, 
like  several  others,  were  designed  to  be  the  step- 
ping stone  of  many  a  gentleman's  laudable  am- 
bition, did  not  answer  the  purpose — for  he  had 
understood  that  the  county  had  not  thought  pro- 
per to  elect  to  the  State  Senate  one  of  ttie  patri- 
otic members  of  that  committee,  who  was  will- 
ing to  have  been  so  honored;  and  on  the  Con- 
gressional poll  of  that  county.  Mr.  W.  had  been 
informed  his  own  name  stood  either  first  or  sec- 
ond, he  did  not  recollect  which. 

Mr.  W.  begged  pardon  for  the  digression.  He 
had  wished  to  exhibit  a  trail — an  honorable  one, 
he  thought  it,  in  the  character  of  the  people 
whom  he  represented.  He  would  dismiss  the 
subject  so  far  as  ii  related  to  the  election,  which 
it  had  pleased  gentlemen  to  allude  to,  by  merely 
remarking,  that  though  well  assured  of  the  event 
for  some  time  previous,  he  had  not  deemed  it  ad- 
viseable  eiiher  to  withdraw  or  to  resign.  He 
had  preferred  encountering  his  trial,  performing 
his  duty  to  the  last,  and  then  submitting  to  the 
sentence  that  was  passed  upon  him.  And  be  had 
preferred  it  on  the  .same  grounds  that  he  would 
have  preferred,  could  lie  have  been  worthy  of  tbe 
choice — the  punishment  of  ostracism  to  volun- 
tary banishment. 

The  misfortune  of  being  removed  from  public 
employment,  if,  indeed,  as  his  friend  and  col- 
league (Mr.  Forsyth)  had  remarked,  it  could  be 
considered  as  a  misfortune,  was  one  which  had 
no  power  ovf  r  him. 

He  had  felt  and  contemplated  it  until  it  wat 
familiar;  and  he  could  not  believe  that  any  man 
was  entirely  prepared  to  commence  life  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  who  was  not  perfectly 
prepared  to  end  it  without  a  murmur,  whenever, 
and  in  whatever  way  it  might  be  necessary — pos- 
sibly in  exile,  probably  in  disgrace,  and  certainly 
in  obscurity. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W..  if  any  one  were  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  going  to  pro- 
hibit every  man  who  was  not  possessed  of  pro- 
perly to  the  value  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
dollars  from  ho'.ding  a  seat  here,  would  it  not  be 
received  with  universal  indignation  in  this  House 
and  out  of  it?  Sir,  it  would;  we  all  know  it 
would.  And  yet,  if  we  fix  the  reinuneratioo  of 
legislative  services  so  low  that  none  but  men  of 
fortune  can  afford  to  perform  ihem,  is  it  not  pre- 
cisely the  same  thing  ?  What  was  the  essential 
difference,  he  begged  leave  to  ask,  between  say- 
ing 10  the  Constitution,  that  no  man  who  is  not 
possessed  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a 
Representative — and  saying,  by  law,  that  no  Rep- 
resenlaiive  who  has  not  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
or  the  income  arising  from  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars in  his  pocket,  shall  be  able  to  continue  in  tbe 
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of  fiie  public  ?     The  one  was  a  direct  and 

Ijtire — l||e  other  an  indirect  and  virtual  prohi- 

toa  ;  buisthe  effect  of  both  was  the  same.     It 

•;  to  Jes«»i;i  the  number  of  citizens  among  whom 

P'hoice  c»  uid  be  made,  it  was  to  superadd  an- 

ler  quaiiMcatioD.  not  heretofore  known  to  our 

{flstitutiofl — the  qualification  of  wealth.   It  was 

ly  to  ih'M  people  "•you  shall  not  choose  a  poor 

p.  or  a  man  in  moderate  circumstances,  to  rep- 

it  you  u*'  and  to  say  to  such  men.  "•  Whatever 

be   yofir   talents,  or  your  virtues,  you  shall 

come  hijre — at  least,  you  shall   not  stay  here. 

^wjjjout  rulii  to  yourselves  and  to  your  families.'' 

;t\|CtW.  walfj  not  prepared  to  say  that;  and.  least 

;  of»ill,  was'^e  prepared   to  say  it  by  law.     If  we 

w|^  to  adopt  a  system  of  prohibitions  to  encour- 

"    the    nwnufacture  of  such  men  into  Repre- 

fatives,  «nd  all  kinds  of  prohibitions  and  man- 

tures  sv-emed  to  be  the  favorites  of  the  day — 

id  not  rfiy  we  were  to  do  so — but  if  we  were. 

e  Government  was  to  hold  out  all  the  honors 

he  coujiHry  as  bounties  to  those  citizens  who 

c^ld  enricb   themselves   the  fastest,  no   matter 

hf  »y.  he  Wi»ii  clearly  of  opinion  that   the  bounty 

AM.  the  prohibition  should  be  found  in  the  Con- 

s^iion.  thut  all  might  see  and  understand  it. 

s'ad  It  o:-?ginally  been  found  there,  it  might 
h^,f  produced  at  least  one  good  effect — /i€  would 
nsjJT  have- had  an  opportunity  of  troubling  the 
"se  on  tills  or  any  other  occasion,  and  many 
good  men  among  his  constituents,  who 
dj^J^ted  wh^fther  he  was  quite  rich  enough  to  be 
>  w,Tj*lhy  of  a  seal  there,  would  never  have  suffered 
i  ar^r.  such  |>»rplexiiy.  But  though  in  his  own 
^  CrtSi  a  prohjbition  of  that  sort  might  have  been 
•Vficial,  i^e  was  not  inclined  to  infer  it  would. 
,'lh5^efore.  h:  beneficial  in  every  other.  In  that 
jtfreli'ect.  he  argued  somewhat  differently  from 
^ihj.'je  who,  finding  prohibitions  profitable  to  them- 
•iseAi»s.  very-  rationally  and  naturally  concluded 
tti4f.  they  must  be  profitable  to  everybody  else, 
(lid  not  ihink  so.  He  thought  he  saw  around 
hilr  abundafit  proofs  that  such  a  system  of  ex- 
^ClJuon  wotjld  be  very  utiprofitable  to  tlie  Ameri- 
2'.-a  i- people.!  The  direct  tendency,  nay  the  im- 
^mi  ;|iate  effftci.  of  not  allowing  a  sufficient  sum 
jio  ,3ie  members  of  the  legislative  body,  was  to 
■en  yce  sucfe  an  exclusion.  It  was,  ic  some  de- 
;^ri  2  to  mate  the  possessors  of  wealth  a  privi- 
^.lej  ,J  order  j  and  he  had,  therefore,  voted  in  Com- 
I  m,  ,*«e  of  ibe  Whole  for  filling  the  first  blank 
I  wj  d  ten  dollars,  with  an  understanding  that  the 
i  ir^  filing  expenses  would  remain  at  >\x.  He 
Ib^  l^voied  nubsequenily  for  nine,  and  for  eight. 
*  H^,->hould  Oo  so  again  in  the  House.  He  would 
■■  TOitflor  any- reasonable  daily  compensation  which 
'sh«dld  coioiaence  with  the  next  session;  and  if 
;  h<*^uld  D(tt  obtain  it  otherwise,  he  should  vote 
i/iAi  to  coDtmence  with  this ;  though  for  his  own 
p.^i<^jheshoi4ld  preter  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 
'  ^^^f^*^  present  session  upon  such  terms  as  would 
?  pi»«\^e  decisuyely  the  total  absence  of  every  selfish 
ji&A^ve.  anif  the  complete  indifference,  he  had 
j.nVrly  saiil^  contempt,  with  which  gentlemen 
▼i»«ed  the  *hole  subject  when  regarded  merely 
ihe  lighi.  of  pecuniary  interest. 


He  wished  to  see  the  present  act  repealed  for 
the  same  reasons,  and  for  no  other  reasons,  (as 
his  colleague  had  already  said,)  that  he  had  ori- 
ginally voted  against  it.  But  be  did  not  wish  to 
see  it  repealed  at  the  end  of  the  session,  and  noth- 
insr  substituted. 

He  had  no  desire  to  have  this  matter  agitated 
again.  It  ought  now  to  be  settled  on  a  perma- 
nent basis,  at  least  as  permanent  as  they  could 
make  it.  And  thus  would  have  done  everything 
in  their  power  to  effect  this  by  fixing  on  a  liberal 
sum  to  be  paid  in  the  old  mode.  There,  proba- 
bly, the  succeeding  Congress  would  be  willing  to 
let  the  matter  rest ;  at  least  we  should  deprive 
them  of  one  pretence  for  disturbing  it ;  and,  if 
any  evil  had  been  done  by  the  passage  of  the  last 
act.  some  good  might  thus  be  extracted  from  that 
evil.  For  himself,  he  had  always  acknowledged 
his  conviction  that  the  former  compensation  was 
inadequate,  and  he  looked  with  fearful  anxiety 
to  the  operation  of  any  cause  which  would  bring 
into  that  House  two  descriptions  of  men  already 
often  alluded  to.  the  wealthy  and  ambitious  in- 
triguer, able  lo  corrupt,  and  the  needy  and  venal 
demagogue,  willing  to  be  corrupted.  Of  that 
House  he  feared  it  might  be  said  in  the  words  of 
Claudiau — 

"  Afronte  recedant  imperii." 

Yes  sir,  they  were  receding,  they  had  receded 
from  the  front  of  empire.  That  House,  formerly 
the  favorite  of  the  American  nation,  the  first  and 
most  important  branch  of  the  Government — the 
immediate  image  of  the  people — had  been  losing 
and  continued  to  lose,  certainly  by  no  fault  ot 
theirs,  but  by  the  working  of  causes  not  for  him 
to  develope.  that  rank  and  power  in  the  Republic 
originally  belonging  to  them,  and  which  others 
at  their  expense  had  been  secretly  acquiring.  He 
would  not  say  the  degradation  has  been  inten- 
tional or  systematic.  But  he  would  say.  that  if 
the  attempt  which  was  now  making  proved  suc- 
cessful— if  the  people  were  brought  to  join  in 
the  abasement  of  their  Representatives  and  to 
direct  their  affection  and  confidence  only  to  the 
Executive,  this  Government  was  no  longer  what 
those  who  made  it  intended  it  should  be.  You 
may  call  it  what  you  please,  but  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  tell  you  what  it  is. 

Sir.  said  Mr.  W^  I  did  say  this  House  was  de- 
graded. Look  at  the  actual  state  of  things  for 
years  past,  do  you  not  see  that  a  seat  in  this  rfouse. 
the  only  office  in  the  immediate  gift  of  the  people, 
employing  and  requiring  the  highest  powers,  the 
noblest  faculties  of  man.  is  placed  upon  a  level 
with,  nay,  it  is  placed  below  some  thousand  of 
mere  ministerial  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Execu- 
tive, which  demand  little  more  than  common 
honesty  and  a  knowledge  of  accounts?  Had 
they  not  seen  honorable  gentlemen  going  out  of 
that  House  to  accept,  not  foreign  missions,  not 
seats  in  the  Cabinet,  or  on  the  bench,  not  any  of 
the  high  and  responsible  officers  in  the  Govern- 
ment, not  even  to  be  accountants  and  auditors, 
and  comptrollers,  but  to  take  clerkships,  collector- 
ships,  postmasterships  and  Indian  agencies  ?    To 
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become  commissioners  of  loans,  or  collectors  of 
the  customs  or  of  the  direct  tax.  to  be  be  gangers 
and  tide  waiters,  and  excisemen — scribes  and 
publicans? 

He  meant  no  personal  allusions,  he  spoke  not 
of  individuals,  for  about  them  he  knew  nothing, 
and  cared  nothing.  Solitary  cases  were  of  no 
consequence  as  arguments,  and  it  was  only  the 
general  nature  and  extent  of  the  evil  that  made 
it  worth  mentioning. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  spoke  not  from  guess,  but  from 
the  information  of  official  documents  when  he 
said  that  considerably  upwards  of  five — nearly  if 
not  quite  six  thousand  officers  were  employed  by 
this  Government,  and  of  these  at  least  one  thou- 
sand 10  twelve  hundred,  how  many  more  he 
would  not  pretend  to  say,  received  each  in  salary, 
pay,  emoluments  or  compensation  of  one  sort  or 
other — he  meant  fairly  and  regularly — as  much, 
and  most  of  them  more  than  the  members  of  this 
House  previous  to  the  last  session.  What  then 
was  the  fact  ?  The  President  and  Senate  have 
in  their  gift  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  offices. 
each  of  which  equals,  and  most  of  which  very  far 
exceeds  in  mere  pecuniary  value  a  seat  in  that 
House,  the  only  office  in  the  immediate  gift  of 
the  people.  What  is  the  consequence  ?  Why, 
certainly,  that  whenever  the  compensation  of  the 
legislative  body  was  so  low  as  to  be  barely  ade- 
quate to  the  support  of  a  gentleman,  and  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  himself  and  family  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate would  have  it  in  their  power,  and  one  day  or 
other  might,  he  did  not  say  they  would,  have  it 
in  their  inclination,  to  acquire  a  sinister  lofiuence 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  ;  and  the  materials  of  which  that  House 
would  be  composed  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
must  be  just  such  as  would  be  fittest  for  their 
purpose.  Place  it  on  the  very  be^t  footing  you 
can,  say  that,  notwithstanding  the  insufficiency  of 
the  compensation,  honest  independent  men  in 
middling  circumstances  will  come  here  from  pa- 
triotism and  the  love  of  distinction.  It  is  evident 
they  cannot  remain  here  long  enough  to  acquire 
experience  in  public  affairs  without  exhausting 
their  private  fortune.  And  when  that  is  gone, 
whatever  might  be  their  original  character,  they 
will  be  driven  by  necessity  to  bceome  dependants 
on  Executive  bounty,  placemen,  and  pensioner? 
and  sinecurists.  Your  public  offices  will  be  con- 
verted into  hospitals  for  decayed  statesmen,  the 
distribution  of  jobs  and  contracts  among  the 
members  of  both  Houses  will  be  connived  at, 
everything  will  gradually  become  venal,  and  in 
the  end  your  Constitution  will  be  subverted. 

Mr.  W.  begged  leave  to  say  a  word  about  com- 
parative compensation.  He  had  made  some  notes 
and  calculations  on  that  point.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  alarmed  at  their  length,  he 
had  no  intention  of  giving  them  anything  like 
the  trouble  he  had  taken  himself.  He  meant 
only  to  state  a  few  striking  facts.  His  compari- 
son would  not  be  of  the  emolument  of  a  member 
of  that  House  with  those  of  any  of  the  great  offi- 
cers; the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury. 


of  the  War,  and  Navy  Departments;  the  foreign 
Ministers,  Judges,  and  Attorney  General — most 
of  whom  he  apprehended  were  compelled  to  ex- 
pend rather  more  than  they  received  ;  nor  even 
with  those  of  the  Comptrollers.  Auditors.  Regis- 
ters, Treasurers,  Accountants.  Superintendents, 
and  Commissioners;  but  with  those  of  the  yet 
more  subordinates  officers  of  the  Government, 
whgse  existence — he  spoke  of  them  as  officers, 
not  as  men — whose  existence  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  this  country  scarcely  remembered. 
He  begged  permission  to  refer  to  a  list  of  some  of 
them. 

For  example,  the  collector  of  the  direct  tax  for 
the  second  district  of  IVew  York,  received  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  dollars.     For  the 
first    district    in    Pennsylvania,    seven    thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  ;  for  the  I'ourth 
district  in   Maryland,  six  thousand   four  hundred 
and    fifteen  ;  for  the  eleventh  district  in  Massa- 
chusetts, SIX  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
one ;  for  the  sixth  district  in   Pennsylvania,  five 
thousand    six    hundred    and    ninety-four.     From 
these  sums,  it  was  true,  whatever  was   paid  for 
clerk   hire  must  be  deducted  ;  which  unless,  in- 
deed, it   was  very  great,  would  still   leave  no  in- 
considerable amount  behind .     He  would  mention 
some  others,  however,  which  he  understood  were 
not  liable   to  any  such   drawback.     Such  as  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  Boston,  five  thousand  ; 
of  New  York  five  thousand  ;  of  Philadelphia,  five 
thousand  ;    of  Norfolk,    five   thousand ;   of  Sav- 
annah, five  thousand  ;  of  New  Orleans,  five  thou- 
sand ;  at  Charleston  and  Baltimore  he  presumed 
they  could  not  receire  less,  but  of  this  he  had  no 
certain  information.     To  these  he  might  add  the 
commissioner  under  the  4th  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
four ;    agent   under    the  same,  three    thousand; 
commissioner  under  the  5th  article,  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-four ;  commissioner  under 
the  6th  and  7th  articles,  four  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-four ;  agent  under  the  same,  three 
thousand ;  naval  officer  of  Boston,  three  thousand 
five   hundred;    of  Philadelphia,   three  thousand 
five    hundred  ;  of  Norfolk,   three    thousand   rive 
hundred  ;  the  naval  officer  at  New  York,  it  must 
be  supposed  receives  the  same  ;  the  surveyor  of 
Boston,  three  thousand  ;  of  New  York,  three  thou- 
sand ;  of  Philadelphia,  three  thousand  ;  of  Norlolk. 
three    thousand.      The   postmasters,   at    Albany, 
two  thousand  ;  at  Baltimore,  two  thousand  ;  a: 
Boston, two  thousand  ;  atCharlestou,  SouthCaro- 
lina,  two  thousand    nine  hundred  and  eighty;  at 
Hartford.   Connecticut,  two  thousand    two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four;  at  New  Orleans,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eighty  ;   at  Norfolk,  two 
thousand  and  seven  ;  at  Petersburg.  Virginia,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-five;  at  Philadel- 
phia, two  thousand;  at  Pittsburg,   two  thousand 
one   hundred  and  eighteen  ;   at  Providence,  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  nine;  at  Richmond, 
two   thousand  six   hundred   and    forty-eight ;  at 
Savanna!),  two  thousand    two  hundred  and  six- 
teen;   at    Washington  City,  five  thousand   two 
hundred  and  seven  dollars. 
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r.  W.  (Jill  nol  wish  to  be  understood  as  ex- 
iing  to  {he  salaries  of  these  officers,  or  any  of 
ni.  He: had  oo  doubt  they  thought  them  low 
iugh.  ao^  he  dared  say  they  might  very  well 
erve  ih%n  ;  on  that  [>uint  he  did  not  intend 
fxpress  ioy  opinion.  They  were  all  he  pre- 
i|fcjed  very*respectable  men,  and  tomanyamcjng 
fern,  most  jirobablv,  the  country  or  the  Govern- 
I  lit  owed  5;reat  obligations.  Some  fewof  them, 
I  .wever,  Ufiless  his  recollection  deceived  him, 
ared  to -have  no  objection  to  pluralities. 
'ould  aiy  one,  asked  Mr.  W.,  after  running 
I  hfl^ye  ove«  that  list,  pretend  to  compare  those 
les,  either  as  to  their  importance  or  as  to  the 
ties  tticv  required,  with  a  seat  on  that  floor 
>the  quqiifications  of  such  a  man  as  ought  to 
.t  i  Yei  the  average  compensation  of  a  mem- 
of  that  House,  under  the  old  law  was  about 
140,  andjihe  average  time  of  his  ab>etice  from 
ne  abou^  half  the  year.  Why,  according  to 
t  law,  safd  Mr.  W.,  you  did  not  pay  him  for 
time  he  was  actually  employed  ou  the  public 
rness,  at  the  same  rale,  per  day,  that  you  paid 
vai  offifer  or  surveyor  of  the  ports  of  Boston, 
York,  Philadelphia,  or  Norfolk.  But,  then, 
e  was  I'le  honor — truej  and  had  the  Senate 
House  o[  Representatives  a  monopoly  of 
or>  ?  Vy'ere  there  none  out  of  the  General 
ernmeni?  If  honors  were  the  objects  of  a 
g<;iilemen'.>"  pursuit,  could  he  not  find  ttiem  more 
ily  in  tj;ie  Stale  governments  than  in  that 
se  ?  Tj>  many  ii  was  as  much  or  more  an 
icl  of  afibitioQ  to  be  among  the  fir>t  men  in 
jate,  thai)  among  the  second  in  the  House  of 
liresentajives  ;  it  undoubtedly  was  easier  and 
j  r**^ired  fej'er  sacrifices.  They  might  rest  as- 
j  sijjjd,  therefore,  that  when  gentlemen  could  cer- 
i<«^y  uniiejhonor  and  profit  at  home,  very  few 
ild  comt»  there  to  seek  it  at  a  certain  loss  of 
itey.a  vejy  uncertain  gam  in  reputation  ;  and 
hose  wHo  did,,fliust  would  be  such  as  set  no 
on  ntuney,  because  they  had  too  much  of 
ihers  l»e  feared  would  come,  but  from  very 
ent  motives,  who  would  set  no  value  on 
r,  lor  8;  very  different  reason, 
to  th^  State  Legislatures  undertaking  to 
inAiuct  th«i  Representatives  of  the  people,  it 
aid  XJr.  \V..  a  flagrant  usurpaiioo;  they 
].io  Cont'itutional  auttiorily  to  do  anything  of 
^  -'J'Q'l;  It  tvas  directly  in  tiie  teetH  of  the  whole 
♦  ''^ily  "'  ""^  Government.  He  could  not  permit 
\  hiMJeif  to  d(*cuss  so  unfounded  a  pretension,  and 

* which  'lad   already  been   so  amply   refuted. 

he  rausl  be  allowed  to  say  that  instructions  on 

^;  subjecf.;  particularly,  came  with  a  very  bad 

'«   fromi  State   Legislatures  who   had    once 

;d  lheir'/.)wn   pay  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 

jcent..  aijj    some  of    them    more    than  once 

'"■89.     If  the  very  patriotic,  and 

distinguished   gentlemen,  who 

le  head  of  ^uch  aflairs    in  those 

boi^es,  had}  allowed  themselves    lo   think,  they 

m,i  I  have  |i«rceived  that  if   there  was  any  pro- 

y  m  adjaonishing  us  to  refund  anj  reform. 

r-e  was  a,  peculiar   propriety  m  selluig   us  the 

iple.     •• 


»  prtTJCent..  all  J    son 

)si^^  the  y^ar  171 
ei^^htened'.  aud  i 
'  aij^tisually  {tt  the 


Some   such    instructioDs,  he   Lad    never  seca 

them,  had  been  moved  he  understood  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  to  which  he  belonged.  He  said 
belonged,  for,  by  making  him  in  every  respect 
what  he  was,  she  had  acquired  a  kind  of  political 
properly  in  iiim,  and  however  she  might  exercise 
that  ownership,  do  murmur  would  ever  pass  his 
lips.  Some  such  instructions,  he  said,  bad  been 
moved  in  the  Legislature  of  that  Slate;  but  he 
was  proud  to  learn  such  counterfeits  were  nol 
more  countenanced  there,  than  in  Virginia.  They 
had  p-issed  current  indeed,  while  they  were  new. 
with  the  House  of  Represenutives,  but  the  wash 
was  worn  off  before  they  reached  the  Senate,  and 
there  the  further  circulation  of  the  base  metal  was 
frustrated. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  touch  on  only  one  topic 
more,  and  that  but  slightly,  because  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Forsyth)  had  already  put  it  on  the  right 
looting. 

Those  who  vjted  in  the  minority  on  the  act  of 
last  session,  had  been  blamed  because  ihey  had 
not  set  themselves  up  for  political  Jansenisis.  Pu- 
ritans or  Pharisees,  thanking  God  they  were  not 
as  other  men  were.  Because  they  had  not  at- 
tempted, by  refusing  the  compensation  which  that 
act  provided,  to  impute  to  the  majority,  who 
passed  it.  motives  of  corruption,  in  whose  exist- 
ence the  minority  themselves  did  not  believe. 

To  be  blamed  for  such  conduct,  was  more 
grateful  to  his  mind  than  to  be  praised  for  the 
reverse.  In  saying  this,  he  protested  against  the 
suppositioa  that  he  was  saying  anything  which 
could  be,  in  the  slightest  degree,  unpleasant  lo  an 
honorable  gentleman  whose  absence  and  the 
cause  of  that  absence  had  excited  sentimenls  of 
regret  and  sympathy, equally  creditable  tohim  and 
to  that  House.  For  that  gentleman  he  had  never 
entertained  any  other  sentiraeots  ihan  those  of  the 
highest  respect  and  esteem,  aud  however  the  ex- 
pression ot  those  seniimeots  might  appear  to 
others,  he  would  not  regard  it  a*  a  mere  parlia- 
mentary compliment. 

But  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  on  the  par- 
ticular occasion  alluded  to,  had,  he  always  un- 
derstood, been  the  result  of  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances in  which  he  found  himself  placed.  His 
situation  being  dissimilar  Irom  that  of  others,  he 
had  acled  diflerently,  but  as  this  difference  of  ac- 
tion had  grown  out  of  peculiarity  of  situaiioo, 
there  could  be  no  more  reason  for  making  his 
conduct  the  standard  by  which  that  of  others 
should  be  judged,  than  ttiere  was  to  make  theirs 
the  standard  lor  the  judgment  of  his.  He  pre- 
sumed there  was  no  such  luteution.  He  was 
glad  to  perceive  by  the  signs  of  dissent  exhibited 
that  there  was  not.  He  did  not  think  it  became 
any  ooe,  except  in  a  very  peculiar  situation  indeed, 
to  set  up  his  private  judgment  m  opposition  to 
the  laws  of  the  country,  fairly  and  constituiion- 
ally  passed,  with  perfect  iniegrity  on  the  part  of 
the  majority  who  passed  iDem  ■■,  and  such  he 
looked  upon  the  law  in  question.  It  would  have 
been  particularly  indefioite  and  unjust  in  him  to 
have  done  so,  wliile  feeling  that  the  former  com- 
pensation was  entirely  inadequate  and  believing 
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that  the  one  adopted,  though  objectioDable  on 
other  accounts,  was  certainly  not  more  than  a 
reasonable  indemnity  for  expenses  incurretf. 

He  had  never  regretted  his  conduct  in  relation 
to  that  question,  and  could  he  have  foreseen  every- 
thing that  had  since  occurred,  he  would  not  have 
varied  it  one  jot  from  what  it  was.  So  far  from 
it,  that,  situated  as  he  was,  thinking  as  he  did, 
and  voting  as  he  had  uniformly  voted,  there  was 
scarcely  any  mean  and  pitiful  action  which  he 
would  nol  as  soon  have  committed,  as  not  to  have 
taken  the  compensation  provided  by  that  law. 

And  yet  he  believed  he  was  as  careless  of 
money  as  any  one  who  had  as  little  of  it  as  he 
bad,  or  any  one  uho  professed  more  contempt  for 
it  than  he  did.  What  was  paid  him,  or  lo  what 
medium  it  was  paid,  had  never  been  the  subject 
of  inquiry  with  him.  He  had  never  asked  and 
at  this  moment  could  nol  tell,  what  he  had  re- 
ceived at  the  last  session,  and  a  small  balance  had 
been  brought  him  bv  his  friend  and  colleague 
afier  he  returned  home.  He  took  whatever  was 
baiideJ  to  him  by  the  officer  of  that  House,  and 
if  the  sum  was  increased  by  a  law  for  which  he 
did  not  vole,  he  received  it  without  scruple,  as,  if 
it  had  been  diminished  by  a  law  (or  which  he 
had  not  voted,  he  would  have  taken  it  without 
complaint.  He  unquestionably  should  not  have 
gone  home  lo  his  constituents  lo  ask  them  to 
make  good  the  difference.  No.  He  might  be 
coveiou^  ol  honor,  but  he  certainly  was  not  cove- 
tou>«  of  gold.  It  should  never  be  said  with  truth 
of  him,  that  he  was  either  '•  alieni  appetenx'^  or 
-»ui  profusiu."  In  doing  justice  to  himself  and  j 
to  those  with  whom  he  had  acted,  by  saying  what  i 
in  his  opinion  the  occasion  required,  Mr.  W.  had 
been  careful  not  to  allow  himself  the  use  of  any 
expression  impugning  the  motives  or  woundin^  ' 
the  sensibility  ot  others.  Knowing  his  own  in"-  ' 
teniions  to  be  upright,  he  had  charity  enough  to 
believe  tlie  intentions  of  others  were  as  upright 
as  his  own;  aud  he  was  mindful  on  this,  as 
be  hoped  he  should  be  on  every  occasion,  of 
what  he  had  learned  very  early  from  a  great 
ma-sler  of  morality  and  skilful  anatomist  of  the 
human  bean — •  that  he  who  is  corrupt,  is  already 
suspicious,  and  he  who  is  suspicious  will  quickly 
become  corrupt." 

About  four  o'clock,  the  question  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their 
amendment,  to  wit  :  filling  the  blank   with  six  ! 
dollars,  as  the  daily  pay.  was  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  81,  nays  91,  as  follows: 

Ykas — .Messrs.  Archer,   Avpry,  Baer,   Baker,  Bar- 


•rd,  T»uJ,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Telfair,  Tyler,  Vow, 
Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whiteside,  Wilcoi, 
Wilkin,  Williams,  Wiiioughby,  and  William  Wilson. 
Nais — Messrs.  Adams,  Adgale,  Alexander,  Alher- 
ton,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Betu,  Birdsall,  Binlseye,  Brad- 
bury, Breckcnridgc,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Massa- 
chusetu,  Champion,  Chappell,  Clark  of  New  York, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Con- 
dict,  Creighton,  Crochcron,  Culpeper,  Findley,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Uaston,  Gold,  GriflBn,  Grosvenor,  HaJI,  Hen- 
derson, Hopkinson.  Hulbert,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylrania,  Jewctt,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kent.  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Law,  Love,  Lovelt,  Lowndes, 
Marsh,  McKee,  McLean.  Middleton,  Miller,  .Mills,  MU- 
nor,  .Moffitt,  Moore,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Powell, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Ruggles,  Savage, 
Schenck,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Stur^es,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Ward 
of  MassachusetU,  \^'ard  of  New  York,  Wendover, 
Wheaton,  Wilde,  Thos.  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  report,  leaving 
the  amount  to  be  filled  by  a  future  vote. 


wards,  Fletcher,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
Hahn,  Hale,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Heister,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Huger,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingham.  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentuckv,  King, 
Langdon,  Lewis,  Little,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Wil- 
Uam  .Maclay,  William  P.  Maclay,  Mason,  McCoy. 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  Noyes,  Ormsby, 
Parria,  Peter,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Roane,  Root,  Ross, 
Sharp*,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  South- 

l4Ui  Con.  2d  Sess. — 20 


Saturday*.  January  18. 

Mr.  Bkuw.n  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  District  of  Maine,  praying  that 
an  act  may  be  passed  to  prohibit  ihe  exportation 
for  a  limited  time,  of  breadsiufls  and  other  arti- 
cles of  food.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  .Manufacture^. 

Mr.  Latti.more  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  an  additional  Judge  may  be  appointed  for 
the  said  Territory,  to  reside  east  of  Pearl  river. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LATTiMOREalso  presented  another  petition 
from  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  the  title  to  lands  in  said  Territory,  aris- 
ing under  grants  from  the  British  authorities,  may 
be  extinguished.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Low.NDES,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who  have  been  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  allowing  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  fifteen  per  cent,  of  her  quota  of  the  di- 
rect tax  of  1816,  assumed  by  the  State,  made  a 
report,  which  was  read  :  when,  Mr.  L.  reported  a 
bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  to  the  Slate  of  Georgia  fifteen  per  cent, 
upon  the  quota  of  direct  tax  for  the  year  1816, 
assumed  and  paid  by  that  State ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  redempiioo 
of  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Low.NDES,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  committed,  on  the  fifieenth  instant,  the  bill 
from  the  Senate.  "  concerning  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  ol  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  settlers  on  the 
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JlaFli  of  th*'  United  States,"  which  was  read 
« t^>|ile.  and  [committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
^  Wil>le  on  tie  bill  makinfj  provision  for  the  loca- 
'•  tiojaof  ihe  linds  re5erved  by  thefirsi  articleof  the 
I  iTmaU  betwlen  the  United  States  and  the  Creek 
•  na^ln.    to    (eriain    chiefs    and   warriors  of  that 


•iir,  Shap*p  submitted  the  following: 
Aiwlred,  b\/  ihe  Smate  and  House  of  Representa- 
'  lirk't  That  anoint  committee  of  two  from  each  House 


be 

tbo 


Iboit-Hc 
t  as^  a 
[of  f^nj 
\  for  ^e  ' 


iu 


(ooi4ie 
:•  fri  ij  I 


pointed. to  allot  to  the  standing  committees  of 
•Houses  .)f  Congress,  and  such  select  committees 
appointed  at  the  commencement  of  each  session 
gress  <^n  the  President's  Message,  their  rooms 
e  disch^'ge  of  the  public  business. 
e  reas(in  stated  by  the  mover  for  this  reso- 
,n  was;the  impossibility,  from  the  present 
iarrJiigemenl  and  occupation  of  the  committee  ! 
j  roilps,  of  so.ne  committees  acting  on  the  business 
'reBiired  to  tjiera.  dec. 

I  j'fie  resoLiiion  was  read  by  unanimous  consent, 
vthjJtrst,  secjind.  and  third  time,  and  passed. 
I  4»'  niot'<»  of  Mr.  Atherton.  the  Clerk  was 
/  diSfted  to  cbuse  the  warrant  of  concession  grant- 
iedjjjy  the  ^anish  Government,  to  Elisha  W'in- 
Cid  Sonfc,  to  be  transhiied  into  the  English 
^age,  ar^  to  have  the  s-aid  translation  printed. 
Le  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hou^e  a  Message 
the  Pi4?sident  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
ng  an  ajrcount  of  the  contingent  expen-es  of 
jthjiilxeculije.  for  the  year  1816;  which  w.is  laid 
tablej 
e  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
iheCc^fimissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
ficii .jtransmijting  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
ifo»  iscerlaicing  and  adjusting  claims  tu  land  in 
:th^  '^eastern  {district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana; 
iw|.ih  were' referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
■  P(»  lie  Lancji. 

•  ?  'he  amejtdments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
:ihSf:ill  "  diijocting  the  dischargeof  John  Ricaud, 
!tr^  imprisjyjiment.  were  read  and  concurred  in 
ib^^he  Houjjt. 

\     3       PETITION  OF  A.  McCORMICK. 
f     i^lr.  Yan^ev.  from  the  Committee  ol  Claim>, 
I  mjl'^ie  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Alexander  Mc-  i 
Coitnick.  Which   was   read  and    referred    to  the  j 
i  Ctfnmiiteetflf  the  whole  Hou'-e.  on    the   report 
\  of^he  same^Committee  on  the  petition  of  Renner  ' 
\  ati4-Heath.-^'-Tho  report    is  as  follows  :  i 

I       I'liat  the  {^titioner  resides  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
\  tO(d  «nd  at  l|us  lime,  and  for  several  year.s  past,  has  i 
I  kr^r  a  retail  ktore.     At  the  time  the  Bntish  forces  in-  ^ 
\  va<  ij]  the  cit4%  (on   the  24th  August,  1814,)  the  peli-  ; 
I  U(2  .;r    was  ^lieutenant   in  the   artillery  company  of 
\  mj  ija,  comn*«nded  by  Captain  Benjamin  Burch,  and 
'  th^  i  in  serv|ce.     On  the  evening  of  the  24ih,  about 

•  ci)j  ^  or  nin,  o'clock,  a  party  of  British  soldiers,  in 
;  coj  p<any  wit^  an  officer,  broke  and  entered  the  house 
'  ofM<^'  petitio^uer,  and  took  from  his  store  alargequan-  ' 

^f  merchjkndise.  stated  to  be  of  the  value  of  eight  ; 

ji  thoustfid  dollars.  i 

appears  liy  the  affidavit  of  Captain  Carter,  of  the 

/land  mijitia,  that  on  the  night  of  the  23d  he  and 

ompany  T^oJged  at  the  house  of  Mr.  McCormick. 

av*  that  ihej  also  halted  at  hia  house  on  their  retreat 


-i 


on  the  34th.  The  petitioner  requests  of  Congreas  to 
pay  him  the  value  of  his  property  plundered  ty  the 
British  soldiery. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  com- 
mon case  of  the  wanton  sacrifice  and  plunder  of  pri- 
vate property  by  the  British  forces  during  the  late  war. 
The  circumstance  of  the  claimant  being  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  country  at  the  time  did  not  change 
the  character  of  his  property,  nor  did  it  authorize  its 
capture  or  destruction.  Like  the  private  property  of 
every  other  citizen,  it  was  entitled  to  protection, 
though  it  shared  the  same  fate  as  the  property  of 
many  others. 

The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 


THE  CO.MPENSATIOX  BILL. 

The  Hou-^e  then  proceeded  to  the  consideratioa 
of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  of  last  session,  com- 
monlycalled  ihecompensalion  law.  The  bill  hav- 
ing, by  the  vote  yesterday,  been  left  blank  as  to 
the  per  diem  allowance  for  attendance  and  for 
each  day's  travelling — 

Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  fill  the  first  blank 
with  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  but  spoke  briefly 
against  the  necps>ity  of  allowing  the  same  sum 
for  each  twenty  miles'  travelling,  for  which  he 
thought  the  former  sum  of  six  dollars  sufficient. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that 
the  relusal  ol  the  House,  last  evening,  to  concur 
with  the  report  made  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whule,  would  uuluce  him  to  break  through  the 
silence  he  had  intended  to  observe  on  this  ques- 
tion. He  had  always  intended  to  vote  ii  favor 
ol  repealing  the  law  of  the  last  se-sion,  which 
changed  the  mode  and  increased  the  amount  of 
compensation  to  members  of  Congress;  ;hat  he 
wa.-»  in  favor  of  restoring  the  original  law,  which 
granted  a  per  diem  allowance  of  six  dollars ;  and 
that  so  long  as  ihe  Houst' appeared  likely  to  carry 
his  object  into  effect,  he  had  not  con>idered  it  his 
duty  to  address  the  Chair.  But  having  seen,  with 
no  little  >urpri-e.  that  the  House  had  reversed  the 
decision  of  the  Committee  ol  the  Whole,  which 
fixed  the  future  compen.sation  of  members  at  six 
dollars  a  day,  he  should  hope  to  be  indulged, 
while  lie  offered  such  reasons  a>  had  occurred  to 
hitn  in  favor  of  repealing  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
>;on,  and  against  the  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenor)  to  fill 
ttie  blank  with  ten  dollars.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion now  to  propose  a  different  sum;  he  would 
give  the  Hou-.e  an  opportunity  to  express  them- 
selves distinctly  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  ;  and  aftei  wards,  if  not  moved  by 
some  other  gentleman,  he  would  himself  propose 
to  fill  the  blank  with  mx  dollars. 

This  .subject,  said  Mr.  W..  has  already  under- 
gone an  ample  discussion  ;  and,  in  reference  to 
that  fact  alone.  I  might  well  abstain  from  any 
share  in  the  debate.  But  the  subject  has  a>sumed 
such  an  aspect  of  importance  in  the  country; 
there  is  such  a  conflict  of  sentiment  about  it,  that 
It  becomes  every  gentleman  to  state  distinctly  the 
views  by  which  he  has  been  governed,  as  well  as 
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those  by  which  he  is  at  present  actuated.  I  had  will  come  before  them.  During  the  last  Con- 
no  idea,  at  the  last  session,  that  this  subject  would  |  gressional  year,  for  example,  the  labor  performed 
excite  such  lively  feelings  throughout  the  whole  |  was  better  worth  fifteen  hundred  dollars  than  that 
'^°."i"^'''L  ^J°'"^^^a'"«  'o  Georgia,  (as  we  were  j  of  the  present  year  will  be  worth  one  thousand 
told  by  the  Speaker.)  Irom  the  Atlantic  to  the  re- I  dollars.     The  quantum    of  labor   performed    by 


molest  settlement  of  the  interior,  there  appears  to 
have  been  an  universal  and  simultaneous  burst 
against  it.  I  had,  for  the  reasons  which  induced 
rae  to  vote  against  it  at  the  last  session,  supposed 
It  might  have  been  productive  of  some  uneasiness 
in  the  public  minJ,  but  that  it  would  raise  a  storm 


Congress  being  therefore  unknown,  it  appeared 
unwise  that  members  should  receive  a  salary,  be- 
cause that  would  be  attaching  certain  and  fixed 
compensation  to  services  uncertain  and  undefined 
in  their  amount.  These  are  briefly  my  reasons 
.,.,,.,        ,      ,  ,        .  ,  for   opposing  the  mode  of  compensation  adopted 

wliich  should   shake  the  deepest   foundations   of  i  at  the  last  session. 

popularity  and  prostrate  characters  the  most  dis-  :  An  objection  to  the  measure  itself  arose  from 
tinguished  for  long  and  laiih  lulservices,  appear-  ;  the  time  at  which  it  was  adopted.  The  gentle- 
ed  to  mn  scarcely  possible,  much  less  probable,  man  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Johnson)  very  pro- 
Could  such  an  event  have  been  foreseen,  he  should  perly  remarked,  when  he  introduced  this  subject 
have  oHered.  at  the  la<t  session,  the  reasons  for  I  that  at  the  last  session  the  taxes  were  consider- 
the  vote  he  then  gave,  although  his  acquaintance  ably  lessened.  Yes.  sir.  the  taxes  were  greatly 
in  the  House,  and  the  ample  discussion  the  sub-  reduced  at  the  last  session.  The  direct  tax  was 
jeci  had  undergone  at  that  time,  might,  perhaps,  j  reduced  to  one  half;  the  tax  on  manufactures 
have  rendered  a  different  course  nece.ssary.  i  wholly  removed  ;  the  still  tax.  and  that  on  retail- 

Ihe  reasons,  .Mr.  W.  said,  which  had  induced  '  ers.  considerably  lessened;  and  no  doubt  when 
him  to  vote  against  the  compensation  law  at  the  i  the  people  reflect  on  the  subject,  they  will  give 
last  session,  would  now  induce  him  to  vote  in  fa-  ;  Congress  all  due  praise  for  those  measures  of  re- 
vorot  Its  repeal.  The  mode  of  compensation  had  duction.  But  the  taxes  on  the  people  appeared 
always  appeared  to  him  a  very  forcible  objection.  |  still  too  great,  and  their  embarrassments  too  per- 
On  this  part  ol  the  subject,  arguments  had  been  I  plexing,for  Congress  to  hazard  the  experiment  of 
oflered,  which  were  both  explicit  and  convincing,  increasing  their  own  pay.  Had  the  people  been 
It  had  been  stated,  that  the  mode  is  a  departure  |  free  from  all  impositions  of  the  kind,  they  would 
Irom  the  long  established  practice  of  Congress;  I  nut  have  received  this  measure  so  ungraciously. 
that  It  IS  a  departure  not  only  from  the  practice  '  The  people,  sir.  are  liberal.  They  would  never 
ot  Congress  but  from  the  invariable  usage  of  the    object  against  allowing  their  Representatives  ade- 


Legislatures  of  the  several  States.     In  tliis  rea 
soning  ht  had  fully  concurred  with  gentlemen 


quate  compensation.    But  while,  as  a  consequence 

Tj    .     ,     .         .       ,  ■  .         ,  o of   the  war,  the  people   were  obliged   to  sustain 

He  had   thought  the  mode  to  be  unprecedenleJ  ;  '  taxes  and   privations  in  any  degree,  it  did  appear 
he  had  thought  It  to  be  impolitic;  for  it  appears  .  more  correct   that  Congress  should   also  bear  the 


to  have  been  the  policy  of  the  founders  ol  the 
General  and  State  Governments,  to  proportion 
the  compensation  to  the  services  performed  by 
their  otficers  and  agents.  Where  the  quantum  or 
amount  of  service  was  known,  they  attached  a 
salary  ;  where  the  quantum  or  amount  of  service 
was  unknown,  they  granted  a  per  diem  allowance. 
A  judge,  for  example,  has  certain  duties  to  per- 
form; he  has  so  many  courts  to  attend,  and  in 
these,  generally  speaking,  there  will  be  so  many 


I  privation  and  loss  incident  to  them.  If  the  law 
'  of  the  last  session  had  been  blameless  in  all  other 
i  respects,  u  would  have  been  a  suflScient  objection 
.  that  the  people  were,  at  that  time,  taxed.     That 

they  yet  lelt  the  consequences  of  the  late  war. 
I  It  also  appeared  indelicate  that  we  should  in- 
crease our  own  pay.  Upon  this  point  I  know 
I  there  has  been  much  misrepresentation  in  the 
newspapers  and  eUewhere.  and  it  is  greatly  to  be 
lamented  that  newspapers  have  such  control  over 


r 


causes    to    try.      The    President   of  the    United  '  the  opinions  of  the  country,  unless  they  were  ve- 
Btates  has  duties  to  perlorm  every  day,  so  has  !  hides  of  more  correct  information.     The  present 
the  Governor  of  a  particular  State.     The  amount  i  Congress  have  been  charged  with  violating  the 
of  service  performed  by  these  officers  will,  on  an  I  Constitution,  which  they  had  sworn  to  preserve; 
average,  be  the  same  every  year,  and  being  known.  ,  clauses,  sections,  and  articles  of  the  Constitution 
they  therefore,  have  salaries.     It  may  be  said,  that  I  have  been  adduced  to  prove  the  charge.     A  be- 
a  judge  has  a  fixed  compensation  to  secure  inde-    lief  that  it  is  true,  has  been  disseminated  throu«rh 
endence  in  the  discharge  of    his  official   duties,  j  some  portions  of  the  country,  and   no  doubt  has 
grant  you,  sir,  this  may  have  been  one  chief  rea-  ;  very  much  tended  to  increase  the  displeasure  of 
son  for  fixing  his  salary.     But  independently  of '  the  people.     But  upon  examining  authentic  cop- 
this  reason,  setting  aside  the  numberless  blessings  i  les  of  the  Constitution,  it  will   be  seen  that   the 
which  always  have  resulted,  and  ever  will  result,  I  charge  is  utterly  unfounded;  that  no  pan  of  the 
to  society,  Irom  a  virtuous  judiciary,  there  appears.  I  instrument  contains  the  prohibition  to  which  ref- 
in  the  certainty  of  the  amouut  of  service  perfor-    erence  has  been  made.     It  must  then  be  admitted, 
ined  by  a  judge,  a  sufficient  reason  to  fix  his  com-  j  that  it  was  not  a  question  of  Constitutionality, 
pensaiion.     But  this  is  not  the  case  in  regard  to  '  but  merely  a  question  of  delicacy,  which  every 
the  Legislature.     There  the  business  is  undefined  I  member  was  at  liberty  to  determine  for  himself, 
in  oatureand  extent.     Sometimes  raucii  business,  I  For  my  own  part,  I  could  not  support  a  measure, 
of  great  importance,  is  to  be  transacted  ;  at  other  I  of  which  I  was  to  be  the  immediate  beneficiary; 
times  Imle  business,  and  that  of  inferior  moment.  I  It  is  a  duty  which  every  one  owes  to  himself,  to 


/I 


I 


I 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


616 


t- 


/R.     I 


ComperutUien  Law. 


JAIfOART.1817. 


JmaDoer  as  to  be  free  from  all  impu 
defiance  to  the  assaults  of  malevo- 


aci^.o  such 

Ma^io.  to  bii 

(lei^Jf.  boweier  dark,  or  of  asperity  the  most  pun- 
In   tht"  observance  of  this  rule,  it  became 

It 


•in 


uiy  to  t&pose  the  law  of  the  last  session 
Jncil  aL>o  becy>mes  my  duty  to  advocate  its  repeal. 
\     ♦  jpre  hadibeen  many  objections,  said  Mr.  W., 


:Iai 


rjst  the  almount  of  compensation  allowed  by 
He  wifs  aware,  he  said,  that  this  could  not 


''f. 


<be)  iceriaine^  by  any  known  rule,  as  the  amount 
jpei   lay  wou&J  depend  altogether  upon  the  length 


k)f  h.v  sessioij.    Sometimes  it  would  be  more  and 
isoi.f times  Uss.     The  situation  of  the  country 
be  sur.h  as   to  protract   the  session   to  six, 


I  our  Republican  institutions,Tiz:  economy  through 
I  every   branch  of  their   administration.     But,  to 
i  regard  a  seat  in  this  House  as  an  honorable  em- 
ployment, attended  with  such  pecuniary  benefit 
;  as  would   indemnify  us  for  all  expenses  necessa- 
j  rily  incurred,  appears  more  consistent  with  the 
I  character  and  design  of  our  Government.     For 
I  that  purpose.  I  found  the  former  compensation  of 
I  six  dollars  a  day  quite  sufficient.    If  other  gentle- 
j  men  found  it  insufficient  for  themselves,  they, 
no  doubt,  voted   conscientiously  for   the   law  of 
the  last  session.    With  the  motives  of  gentlemen 
I  I  have  nothin?  to  do,  but  trust  always  to  feel 
great  respect  for  them,  even  in  cases  where  we 
differ. 

The  charge  which  has  been  made  by  dema- 
gogues, by  those  who  are  interested  in  deceiving 
the  people,  that  Congress,  by  this  law,  committed 
something  like  an  act  of  peculation,  is  utterly 
unfounded  and  unbecoming.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  this  measure  has  given  rise  to  the 
most  unworthy  suspicions  and  unfounded  accusa- 
tions against  Congress.  It  can  never  be  asserted 
with  truth  that  the  measure  was  unconstitutional, 
or  that  it  was  adopted  with  any  improper  design 
of  personal  benefit.  Even  those  who  clamor  most 
against  this  law,  the  greedy  expectants  of  future 
promotion,  must   believe  that   the  measure  was 


The  situation  of  the 
jniijv*  b€ 

jfig«,  or  ten;  months.  In  this  case,  the  amount 
j(}er|^jy  wou^  be  much  less  than  when  Congress 
iiijCetd  remaijj  in  session  only  three  or  four  months, 
^t  f,,yuld.  therefore,  be  incorrect  to  .'^ay,  that  the 
Jensatioii  amounted  to  any  precise  .««um  per 
or  thaithissum  was  greatly  beyond  the  ex- 
r*s  necej\-;arily  incurred  at  the  Seal  of  Gov- 
i.vent.  It'  might  so  happen  that  members,  dur- 
1?,^  sessionf  of  great  length,  would  be  brought 
Vi>bi  ;  an(|.  on  the  other  hand,  that,  during  a 
If-.short  session  they  would  receive  for  their 
[i^es  a  miuch  larger  amount  than  six  dollars  a 
The  amount  per  day,  as  before  stated,  would 
[ijeiher  expend  on   the  length  of  the  session, 

;  in  this  consisted  another  reason  for  preferring  j  adupied,  on  the   part  of  those  who  supported  it. 

iHily   allowance  made  by  the  original   law.  i  with  precisely  the  same  views  and  motives  which 

[tayself,  \  found  that  I  could  live  decently  on  j  govern  l!iem  in  the  adoption  of  every  other  meas- 

former  compensation  of  six  dollars.     Other 
ileraen  qjrcessarily  and  unavoidably  incurred 
(tiiL/.b  creattfr  expense.  anJ  to  them  no  doubt  the 


;*sia*.lollars  a..day  might  have  been  insufficient.   In 


ure ;  that  is,  they  believed  it  would  be  useful  to 
the  country.  I,  sir,  atn  willing  to  say  and  to  tes- 
tily by  my  vote  now,  as  I  did  at  the  last  session, 
that,  in   this  as  well  as  in  many  other  measures. 


Idepding  thii  question,  however,  I  would  be  sup-    the  Representatives  mistook  the  interest  and  wish 


i^   to  ba,e  reference  only  to  that   portion  of 

ise  nect»s.«arily  incurred  by  myself,  and  find- 

le  SIX  tjollans  a  day  sufficient  to  defray  my 

•Vxpens^s.  It  could   not  be   expected  that  I 

jjd.  undt^  these  circumstances,  vote   for  the 

l^re.     I^  was  impossible  for  me  to  tell  what 

.pc    i^n  of  expense  beyond   the  six  dollars  a  day 

;jn^;irred  by  i^iher  gentlemen,  could  not  have  been 

♦  vijl^ed  by  tjiera  ;  and  it  will  never  be  pretended 

lh$|<Congre^s  should   provide  by  law  for  all  the 

^>ises  of  jnetnbers,  however  avoidable  or  un- 

^Jsary  thjy  might  be.     I  make  the  declara- 

I  #nd  appeal  lo  the  candor  of  the  House  to  sus- 

,,ije  in  ijie  truth  of  it.  that  the  former  com- 

.        iiion  wiis,  generally,  enough  to  defray  the 

;ex  ^ases  of  gentlemen.     But  I  do  not  pretend  to 

lasfert.  a.  ii.e>sarae  time,  thai  any  one  could  make 

l!>'y  by  ctiming   to  Congress  at  six  dollars  a 

nor  duil  believe  it  was  ever  intended  that  a 

'in  this  I^iouse  should  be  regarded  as  a  mooey- 

iJng  busijiess.     If  we  are  to  hold  out  pecuni- 

,.'iiducem«.'nts  to  men  of  the   first  talents,  we 


es  of  their  constituents.     But  that  they  were  ac-, 
tuated  by  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  either,  caoQct  be 
believed  by  any  one. 

The  reasons  already  assigned  with  as  much 
brevity  as  possible,  induced  me  to  vote  against 
the  compensation  law  at  the  last  session.  But  i 
have  now  an  additional  reason,  stronger  than  any 
yet  offered,  to  vote  in  favor  of  its  repeal  I  meaa 
the  o[eneral  voice  of  the  country  against  it.  The 
geniTeman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoon) 
took  occasion  to  observe  on  yesterday  that  he  felt 
himself  under  no  obligation  to  obey  the  will  of 
his  constituents.  Against  this  doctrine,  sir,  I  beg 
leave  to  enter  my  decided  protest.  1  wislj  it  lo  be 
as  distinctly  understood,  that  I  should  feel  obliged, 
by  ihe  iostructions  of  my  constiiut-nts,  as  the  gen- 
tleman did,  that  he  would  not  feel  himself  obliged. 
It  is  indifferent  to  me  in  what  way  the  will  of 
the  people  is  made  known,  provided  it  be  delibe- 
rately and  gravely  expressed.  If  thus  expressed, 
I  hold  it  binding.  For,  sir,  the  people  are  the 
sovereign  power  in  this  country.     Hence.  I  lay 

i^d   not  t-top  at   SIX  dollars  a   day,  at  fifteen  |  down  the  broad  principle,  that  they  must  be  right; 

ired  a  ^j^ear,  or  at   twenty  thousand   a    year 


be^ljse  raaijy  men  who  have  thought  themselves    and  ought   to  be  obeyed.     Whenever  the  sover- 
hcrfired  by  ^  seat  in  this  House,  make  from  five  j  eign  power  is  lodged  in  any  Government,  there 

■i-and  tojtwenty-five  tiiousand  dollars  a  year  1  must  be  at  least  theoretical  infallibility.    lu  mon 

Ideir  profrs>ional  pursuits.    To  proceed,  then. 


in  other  words,  that  they  can  do  nothing  wrong, 
and  ought   to  be  obeyed.     Whenever  t 
eigo  power  is  lodged  in  any  Governmi 
must  be  at  least  theoretical  infallibility. 


[tjie  grou^jd  of  pecuniary  inducement,  would 

|-<iipracii,^able.     It  would  defeat  the  object  of    the  King  (as  in  England)  can  do  no  wrong 

! 


\ 


archy,  the  sovereign  power  is  lodged  in  a  single 
individual,  and   hence  it  is  common  to  say  that 

Now. 
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sir,  although  this  may  be  incorrect  or  absurd  in 
regard  to  the  practice  of  England,  yet  it  is  theo- 
retically right.  The  idea  may  be  illustrated  in 
this  way:  It  will,  I  presume,  be  granted  that  a 
power  which  can  do  no  wrong,  ought  to  be  obeyed 
at  all  times.  But  the  sovereign  power  must  be 
obeyed  at  all  times.  Therefore,  the  sovereign 
power  can  do  no  wrong.  If  this  be  true  in  regard 
to  monarchy,  it  is  much  more  true  in  regard  to 
our  own  Government.  There  the  sovereign  has 
not  only  all  the  infallibility  assigned  to  him  in 
theory,  but  likewise  all  the  reality  of  physical 
force.  If  the  sovereign  of  England  should  do 
wrong  in  practice,  as  has  often  occurred,  and  will 
frequently  occur  again,  the  people,  in  whom  the 
physical  strength  resides,  oppose  him,  and  in  this 
way  obtain  redress.  But,  in  our  Government, 
the  case  is  widely  different.  Here,  the  supposed 
infallibility  of  a  sovereign,  and  the  real  physical 
strength,  both  reside  in  the  people.  And  if  the 
people  should  perchance  do  wrong,  how  is  that 
wrong  to  be  corrected  ?  The  people  cannot  re- 
sist themselves  ;  and  if  they  should  even  do  wrong 
in  practice,  there  is  no  power  on  earth  to  oppose 
them.  If,  in  England,  the  sovereign  must  be 
obeyed,  because  he  can  do  no  wrong  in  theory,  it 
appears  to  me  that,  in  our  own  Government,  the 
sovereign  must  be  obeyed,  because  he  can  do  no 
wrong  in  theory  or  practice  ;  and  that  is  the  dif- 
ference between  a  Republic,  constituted  like  ours, 
and  a  monarchy.  That  the  people  are  the  sov- 
ereign power  in  this  country,  gentlemen  have  not 
pretended,   nor   will   they    dare,   to  deny.     This 

f principle  is  consecrated  as  the  basis  of  all  our  po- 
ilical  institutions,  and  long  may  the  people  con- 
tinue to  exercise  the  power  which  they  have  thus 
solemnly  guarantied  to  themselves.  Shall  I  not, 
then,  cheerfully  yield  obedience  to  their  voice, 
and  say  this  law  ought  to  be  repealed?  Yes,  sir, 
it  would  be  my  duty,  even  if  I  had  previously 
been  in  favor  of  the  law;  but,  as  I  was  opposed 
to  It  at  the  last  session.  1  should  now,  if  it  were 
only  in  regard  to  consistency,  be  for  repealing  it. 
But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (.Mr. 
CALaou.'f)  will  object  to  this  reasoning,  because 
it  involves  the  admission  of  a  right  in  ihe  con- 
stituent to  instruct  his  Representative.  Most 
certainly  it  does,  and  for  thai  I  contend.  We, 
sir,  are  no  more  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
to  suppose  the  people  destitute  of  intelligence  and 
Tiriue,  than  to  suppose  them  destitute  ot  physical 
strength.  The  Cunstitution  attaches  to  them 
power,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  as  their  attributes 
of  sovereignty.  The  will  of  the  sovereign,  in- 
vested wiih  these  attributes,  must  be  obeyed,  as 
well  from  the  necessity  as  the  reasonablt^ness  of 
the  thing. 

It  has  been  urged,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
people  are  not  always  sufficiently  advised  of  the 
circumstances  attending  a  measure,  to  pronounce 
upon  the  policy  of  its  adoption,  and  that,  to  prac- 
tice upon  the  presumption  that  ihey  were  suffi- 
ciently advised,  would  lead  to  fatal  consequences. 
But  1  think  differently.  The  people  cannot,  and 
never  will,  speak  in  a  voice  audible  or  directory 
to  their  Representatives,  unless  they  are  duly  ap- 


prized of  the  varioas  eoonexions  and  tendencies 

of  any  given  measure.  I.  sir,  no  more  than  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  would  have  a 
Representative  surrender  his  judgment  in  obe- 
dience to  mere  passion  or  caprice.  But  if  the 
Representative  has  no  rational  doubt  that  the 
people,  in  all  their  integrity  of  heart,  and  with 
all  the  means  of  judgment  before  them,  would 
decidedly  object  to  a  measure,  or  firmly  wish  its 
adoption,  then  I  hold  that  their  will  should  be 
obligatory  upon  him.  He  should  not  set  at  de- 
fiance their  instructions.  He  should  consider 
that,  if  the  people  are  sufficiently  informed  to 
make  a  wise  election,  they  ought  to  be  sufficient- 
ly informed  to  give  wise  instructions;  that,  if  a 
supposed  want  of  information  would  disqualify 
them  from  doing  the  former,  the  same  want  of 
information  ought  to  have  disqualified  them  from 
doing  the  latter.  Such  reasoning  would  at  once 
strike  at  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  therefore  must  be  erroneous. 

If  It  be  true,  in  regard  to  measures  generally, 
that  a  Representative   should   be   bound  to  act 
according  to  the  deliberate  will  of  his  constitu- 
ents,  it  is  particularly  so  in  regard  to  the  meas- 
ure  now  before  the  House.    On  the  subject  of 
compensation  to  ourselves,  motives  of  mere  deli- 
cacy should  induce  us  to  comply  with  the  will 
of  the  people.     They  have   pronounced,  in  lan- 
guage not  to  be  misunderstood,  that  the  law  of  the 
last  session  was  wrong.     If  they   have    spoken 
thus,  it  IS  our  duty  to  repeal  it.     But  gentlemen 
contend  that  we  hear   nothing   but   the  voice  of 
faction  ;  that,  if  the  law  is  condemned,  it  is  chief- 
ly by  those  who  do  not   understand  it.     Sir,  we 
do  not   hear  the   voice  of  faction  alone  on  this 
subject;  neither  are  the   people  ignorant  of  the 
law.    If  ihey  have  not  realized  the  force  of  argu- 
ments offered  in  support  of  the  measure,  it  is  be- 
cause the  arguments  have  not  corresponded  with 
tacts.     The  chief  argument  was,  that  the  pay  of 
members  had  become  less  valuable  by  deprecia- 
tion ;  and  that,  in  consequence   thereof,  the  tal- 
ents of  this    House  had  depreciated,     fiut,  does 
this    argument    agree   with    the    fact?      I    pre- 
tend not  to  have  an  opinion  of  my  own  on  this 
point.     My  situation  has  not  been  such  as  to  en- 
able me  lo  judge.     But  other  gentlemen,  of  high 
character  and  long  standing  in  this  House,  saf 
that  the  present  Congress  will  not  suffer  by  com- 
parison with  any  that  has  preceded  it.     Instead, 
then,  of  the  talent  of  the  House  depreciating,  as 
the  pay  depreciated,  the  fact  is  otherwise.     The 
argument,  therefore,  does  not  agree  with  the  fact, 
and  this  may  be  assigned  as  the  reason  that  the 
people  have  not  assented  to  the  measure.     Con- 
vince the  people  that  this  law  is  nuw  expedient, 
on   the  ground  which  has   been   urged;    satisfy 
them  It  IS  necessary  to  command  the  best  talents 
of  the  nation,  and   you  will   not  hear  a  syllable 
against  it.     They  know  too  well  the  value  of 
self-government  to  be   unwilling  to  pay  the  ex- 

e'nse  of  any  measure  calculated  for  iheir  good, 
ut  so  long  as  the  necessity  is  not  apparent,  so 
long  as  our  first  men  tor  talents  and  iniormalion 
occupy  seals  on  this  floor,  at  six  dollars  a  day,  we 
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'=^f- %  ,  

^iajS^ot  be  surprised  that  the  people  have  been  I  the  case  of  instructions  to  this  House?  The 
* -t&lliriT  toisanction  the  measure.  Viewing  it  in  '  members  of  the  Convention  were  the  representa- 
;ti^,e  ligbtsjn  which  it  has  been  presented,  1  think  lives  of  the  people  in  the  organization  of  the 
j,t  Sight  to  ti  totally  repealed.  For  that  purpose,  I  Government ;  we  are  the  Representatives  of  the 
■  1  i^i>e  the  n»«5tion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  people  in  the  administration  of  that  Government. 
»N(|fc»  York,  f)  fill  the  blank  with  ten  dollars,  will  Why,  Mr.  T.  asked,  was  responsibility  to  the 
Ijicifc^revail.  itut  that  it  will  be  filled  with  six  dol-  i  people  preserved  ?  If  the  opinion  of  a  member 
.  laiBfpy  whicii  the  original  law  will,  in  effect,  be  I  of  this  House  is  to  be  regarded  as  more  correct, 
're^?ed.        J  !  if  he  is  to  be  esteemed  more  wise  than  they  are, 

(  imt.  Tyleh.  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  felt  it  due  why  should  he  be  responsible  to  his  constituents 
ito  v^jnself  toJoffer  a  few  remarks  to  the  House  on  for  his  conduct  ?  It  is  the  height  of  absurdity  to 
!lb«  <ubject.  \  He  did  not,  he  said,  float  into  that  say  that  a  man  shall  owe  responsibility  to  a  tri- 
':H(<i|^e  on  th*  tide  of  popular  declamation.  He  bunal  not  so  capable  of  deciding  between  right 
•ha^ieen  ele»:ted  to  supply  a  vacancy  occasioned  |  and  wrong  as  the  individual  himself. 
Jby  A!;e  lamested  death  of  his  honored  predeces-  \  Mr.  T.  acknowledged  that  jf  instructions  went 
J«)rJ' Popularity,  be  said,  was  to  be  desired  by  i  to  violate  the  ConsiHution,  they  were  not  bind- 
f8ll*;The  gOijd  esteem  of  his  fellow-men  is  the  '  ing.  And  why.  he  asked?  My  constituents, 
♦!>e:||r'jeward  the  pairiot  can  receive.  You  have  j  said  he,  have  no  right  to  violate  the  Constitutioa 
}no^»)bes  of .  oflfice  here  to  bestow — no  star  or  |  themselves  j  they  had.  then,  no  right  to  require 
u^avTtr  to  conjer ;  but  the  proudest  title  of  which  of  him  to  do  that  which  they  themselves  h.id  no 
|-wA>n  boast  and  the  only  one  worthy  of  being    right  to  do.     He  regarded  it,  therefore,  as  only 

necessary  that  he  should  know  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents,  in  order  that  he  should  obey  them. 

In  his  support  of  the  doctrine  for  which  he  had 
been  contending,  he  was  not  to  be  understood  as 
speaking  of  a  mere  buzz  or  popular  clamor.  He 
would  be  as  little  disposed  to  attend  to  anything 
of  that  sort  as  any  gentleman  ;  but  he  spoke  of 
the  voice  of  the  majority  of  the  people,  distinctly 
ascertained.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina had  mentioned  the  name  of  Edmund  Burke  ; 
he  had  properly  been  called  by  a  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Conner)  the  pensioned 
Burke.  He  venerated  the  talents  of  that  distin- 
guished orator  as  highly  as  any  man.  He  held 
also  in  high  respect  the  memory,  and  talents,  and 
virtues  of  the  immortal  Chatham  ;  but.  highly  as 
he  esteemed  the  memories  of  those  illustrious 
statesmen.  Mr.  T.  said  that  they  would  suffer  no 

disparagement  by  a  comparison  with  the  immor- 
jtiri^ts  ;  to  iidopt  the  belief  that  they  might  err.  ,  tal  Sidney.  Mr.  T.  preferred  to  draw  his  princi- 
SutRat  he  could  not.  Mr.  T.  inquired,  who  was  '  pies  from  the  father  of  the  church— from  the 
•  he^teraber  >f  this  House  that  would  undertake  ;  man  who  had  fallen  a  martyr  in  the  cause  of 
^0  sf ;  up  his  opinion  in  opposition  to  that  of  his  \  freedom— who  had  consecrated  his  principles  by 
toij||ituents  ?  If  a  member  of  this  House  was  i  his  blood — from  the  fountain  from  which  has 
jcofWReprei^ntaliveof  the  people,  what  was  he?  flowed  the  very  principles  of  the  very  Constitu- 
AB<«Jf  he  w^s.  how  could  he  be  regarded  as  rep-  ;  iion  under  which  we  act. 

^res<f^ing  thj-  people  when  he  spoke  not  their  i  Mr.  T.  said  that  he  should  vote  for  a  repeal  of 
5au|cage,  bul  hisown?  He  ceased  to  be  a  Rep- i  the  compensation  law.  He  knew  it  to  be  the 
ires^aiive  ut  the  people  when  he  did  so,  and  wish  of  hisconstituenis  that  it  should  be  repealed, 
^epit^ented  himself  alone.  Was  the  creature  to  j  He  said  that  he  had  had  a  fair  opportunity  of 
uet  kmsell  uj.  in  opposition  to  his  creator  ?  Was  knowing  their  wishes  ;  that  he  was  fresh  from 
Shc5i;rvant  n,  disobey  the  wishes  of  the  master  ?  their  iiands.  He  was  not  disposed  to  hold  up  his 
jMpJJ  .  said.  :trom  the  very  meaning  of  the  word  |  constituents  in  the  ridiculous  light  in  which  some 
irefWki=eniati\N\  the  obligation  lo  obey  instruc-  gentlemen  had  represented  theirs.  He  said  he 
ftioB)  resulteil.  The  Federal  6<mstituuon  had  had  too  much  respect  for  them  to  do  so  His 
^eOjsubraitted  to  conventions  oi  theHifferent  '  constituents  had  looked  to  the  large  national 
^mtf  for  adoption.  Suppose  the  people  had  debt— they  thought  it  required  reduction— that 
^DSf'Acted  ihfir  Representatives  in  convention  to  ,  economy  was  necessary.  They  saw  the  tax- 
^la^^rejected  the  Constitution,  and  their  instruc-  |  gatherers  dispersed  throu<yh   the 


.*boi  i^cl  of'.  M  that  which  is  to  be  read  in  the  ap- 
|pla|^e  of  our.contemporaries,  and  the  gratitude  of 
rpo^ity.  This  applause  was  not  to  be  obtained, 
?fie  flpd,  by  9  low.  grovelling,  mean  pursuit  of 
|fO|^ar  favojr.  No,  sir,  the  man  who  rests  his 
^.(.op*}  of  poj^ularity  upon  such  a  course,  will, 
iraolj  assuredly,  be  disappointed  in  his  object. 
;PoJiiarity  r^iight,  he  had  always  thought,  be 
«pt*?  compared  to  a  coquette  ;  the  more  you  woo 
'lerJ^^e  mor-  apt  is  she  to  elude  your  embrace, 
ht  4  by  puBsuing  a  steady,  firm,  and  uniform 
jjoiv  ie,  not  a*  variance  with  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
Splevjiat  she  ;s  made  to  yield  to  your  embrace. 
J  I|4  said  that  the  applause  of  which  he  had 
JberJp«:peakiD*j.  was  not  either  to  be  obtained  by 
Ihi-j^Mloption  uf  that  high-toned  principle,  which 
^aU/.*J  a  maD.  the  moment  he  became  a  member 
\)f  lli^  House,,  to  set  up  his  opinion  in  opposition 
•0  f&jf  opiniois  of  thirty-five  thousand  of  his  con- 


iniWformai.bn  of  the  Government.     Was  there  ,  had  been  very   nice   at' calculation   had  made   it 
ai^\^|itrerenc&  in  principle  between  that  case  and  |  appear,  that  each  of  them  had  only  to  bear  an  ad- 
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ditional  burden  of  1^  cents.  The  answer  was 
at  hand :  They  said,  and  had  a  right  to  vay  to 
you,  take  the  pressure  from  off  our  shoulders,  we 
feel  the  weight  of  it  ;  take  the  burden  from  off 
our  backs,  then  lake  it  from  off  your  own  backs. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  they  went  further.  Although 
they  did  not  believe  that  this  Congress  was  cor- 
rupt, they  regarded  you  as  seltine  a  bad  example. 
They  looked  forward,  said  he.  to  distant  and 
more  corrupt  times,  when  wicired  men.  profiting 
by  this  example,  might  vote  themselves  ample 
fortunes. and  then  laugh  at  the  people.  I  repeat, 
said  Mr.  T.,  that  my  constituents  did  not  think 
this  body  corrupt  for  having  passed  this  law. 
They  looked  here,  he  said,  and  saw  men  who  had 
devoted  their  youth  to  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try, and  who  had  grown  old  at  the  helm  of  the 
vessel.  They  saw  among  you  many  who  had 
rode  out  in  security  the  boisterous  storm  of  fac- 
tion and  of  party,  and  had  avoided  the  whirlpools 
that  had  threatened  to  swallow  up  you  and  them. 
They  looked  to  the  field,  and  saw  many  of  you 
with  your  breasts  exposed  to  receive  the  light- 
ning tre  It  fell  on  the  bosom  of  your  country. 

My  constituents.  I  repeat  it,  sir,  did  not  dis- 
trust your  patriotism,  but  they  strongly  disap- 
proved your  course.  It  was  not  for  him  lo  in- 
quire into  the  correctness  of  their  opinions  ;  it 
was  enough  for  him  that  he  knew  their  will,  to 
cause  him  to  obey  it.  Mr.  T.  declared  that  he 
would  vote  for  a  repeal  of  the  law,  lo  lake  effect 
from  the  first  of  the  session,  and  that  he  hoped 
it  would  pass  in  that  form. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  apologized  to 
the  House  for  rising  at  so  late  an  iiour.  [It  was 
past  4  o'clock.]  He  said  he  had  abandoned  his 
intention  to  address  the  House  upon  the  question 
before  them,  and  he  should  not  have  resumed  it 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  discussing  the  merits  of 
the  bill  of  last  session,  now  proposed  to  be  repeal- 
ed. The  merits  of  that  measure  appeared  to  him 
to  have  been  abiy  and  amply  examined.  Several 
gentlemen  had  triumphantly  vindicated  the  law. 
Among  them,  .Mr.  G.  said,  he  iiad  heard  with  pe- 
culiar satisfaction  the  able,  manly,  and  Constitu- 
tional speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  [Mr.  G.  paused 
a  moment,  when  he  proceeded.]  .Mr.  Speaker.  I 
will  noibe  restrained,  no  barriers  shall  exist  which 
I  will  not  leap  over  for  the  purpose  of  offering  to 
that  gentleman  my  thanks  for  the  judicious,  inde- 
pendent, and  national  course,  which  he  has  pur- 
sued in  this  House  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
particularly  upon  the  subject  now  before  us.  Let 
the  honorable  gentleman  continue  with  the  same 
manly  mdepeudence.  aloof  from  party  views, 
and  local  prejudices,  to  pursue  the  great  interests 
of  his  country — and  fulfil  the  high  destiny  for 
which  It  is  manifest  he  was  born.  The  buzz  of 
popular  applause  may  not  cheer  him  on  his  way, 
but  he  will  inevitably  arrive  at  a  high  and  happy 
elevation  in  ihe  view  of  his  country  and  the  world; 
and  to  those  who  surrender  their  conscience,  their 
judgment,  and  their  independence,  at  the  shrine 
of  popular  caprice  and  clamor,  he  shall  finally 
hold  the  same  relation,  that  the  eagle  in  his  tow- 


ering flight  holds  to  the  grovelling  buzzard.  No 
gentleman  had  been  bold  enough  to  encounter  bis 
argument  of  yesterday.  No  gentleman  could  en- 
counter it  without  a  sure  prospect  of  discomfiture. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  add.  said  Mr.  G.,  that  I 
agree  with  that  gentleman  in  all  his  views  of  the 
propriety,  importance,  and  necessity  of  the  bill  of 
last  session. 

It  is  perfectly  notorious,  hardly  a  gentleman, 
be  he  for  or  against  that  bill,  has  denied  that  an 
increased  pay  to  the  members  of  Congress  was 
essential  to  their  comfort  and  support.  By  the 
depreciation  of  the  coin,  the  old  per  diem  pay  had 
sunk  to  half  its  original  value — and  the  bill  of  last 
session  did  not  restore  the  present  members  to  an 
equality  of  compensation,  with  those  who  were 
here  in  the  first  years  of  our  Constitution.  Nor 
can  any  gentleman  who  has  experienced  the  ex- 
penses of  a  temporary  residence  at  the  Capital, 
pretend  for  a  moment,  that  the  compensation 
of  last  session  is  a  lavish  allowance,  for  services 
of  gentlemen,  under  circumstances  like  those 
which  surround  the  members  of  this  House. 

But.  .Mr.  Speaker,  this  view  of  the  subject  sinks 
into  insignificance,  when  compared  with  another, 
first  exhibited  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  Robertson. )and  enforced  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina. 

The  purity,  dignity,  and  independence  of  this 
House,  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  people,  the 
durability  and  spirit  of  the  Government,  all  de- 
manded an  increased  compensation. 
•  Talents,  integrity,  and  political  experience, can 
be  kept  on  this  floor  only  by  something  like  a  re- 
muneration for  the  services  of  those  who  possess 
them.  Not,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  full  remuneration; 
but  such  a  reward  as  will  enable  the  possessors  of 
them,  without  becoming  ''  worse  than  infidels," 
to  devote  them  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

Is  it  not  important  lo  the  existence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  the  saleiy  of  the  people,  that  talents, 
integrity,  independence,  and  political  experience, 
should  be  placed  and  continued  here?  Look  at 
the  power  and  patronage  of  the  Executive.  Arm- 
ies, navies,  revenues,  with  all  their  hosts  of  de- 
pendants, with  the  whole  civil  list  of  oflicers  and 
salaries!  With  these  mighty  instruments  of  in- 
fluence and  power,  the  Executive  pervades  and 
influences  the  whole  Republic.  And  the  eyes  of 
every  ambitious  and  aspiring  man  must  be  ele- 
vated above  this  House,  lo  Executive  favor,  as  the 
object  of  all  his  hopes  and  all  his  exertions. 

Well  have  gentlemen  said,  that  to  resist  and 
render  harmless  this  flood  of  patronage  and  in- 
fluence, the  people  can  look  only  to  this  House. 
It  1^  through  this  House  the  Treasury  must  be 
watched  and  protected  from  abuse.  By  this 
House  only  can  the  people  exercise  the  power  of 
impeachment.  Through  it  only  can  the  minions 
of  patronage,  the  instruments  of  oppression,  be 
seized  and  drngged  to  the  public  tribunal,  and  pun- 
ished for  their  oflences.  And  here,  too,  and  here 
only,  can  the  great  source  of  all  power  and  pat- 
ronage, the  Executive  himself,  be  arraigned  and 
punished  for  abuses  of  his  power,  for  injuries  to 
the  people. 
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^Can  it  ihen  bewisc  to  degrade  this   House  ?  I  coils  upon  the  objector.     It  i,  onlyTT^^dT^ 
f-nn  It  be  »ife  for  the  neon  e  to  shaifpr  m   nio^».     fi>-  ,««,..,, i  r^.  „„...; i,_    .     .  '.    '   "^"ui-ing 


Comperuaiion  Lav. 


I     fliin  It  be  »«fe  for  the  people  to  stiaiter  in   pieces 
;     kjjfir  own.  shield  and    buckler?     To  wither  the 
:    itm  that,  itj  their  cause  and  their  defence,  must 
I     jj^if^ld  the  iword  of  justice  and  of  punishment  ? 
>     -•-pan  It  br  for  their  safety  to  place  the  compen- 
-    f^poD  of  lilt'  menabers  on  a  footing,  which   will 
:.   ^ffit^^f/his  House  a  receptacle  for  the  rich  and  the 
iy-,<rerful  oa  the  one  hand,  and  the  unprincipled 
l^jfiters  afi#r  Executive  favors  on  the  other ;  and 
"fillibly  exclude  from  its  walls  all  in  those  mid- 
walks  &|!  life,  where,  in  this  country,  talents, 
jwledge,  and   political  experience,  though  not 
fcilusively.  are  most  generally  found? 
fWhat  m.<4st  finally  result  from  such  a  policy  ? 
^^y,  sir.  tins  House  will  become,  as  the  Com- 
.   US  of  England,  a  mere  step  in   the  ladder  of 
a.jihition— a  barren  bough,  on  which  the  birds  of 
f««i4  omen  will  rest  for  a  moment,  only  to  take  a 
iniiw  tiight  to  the  higher  regions  of  office  and  pat- 
tfi«,>fige  ;  wlule  those  who  shall  remain  will  con- 
sjtiute  a  m.ii*s  of  inert  matter,  receiving  motion 
from  the  nand  which  the  Executive 


^  aSLl  direction  fro 

KS|4il  set  apa<t  to 
;     Hind   then,  insi 


manage  it. 

lead  ot   constituting,  as  was  ori- 
g-..4lly  intended,  a  mound   against   the  flood  of 
p^ronage  constantly  flowing  into  the  great  Eie- 
cij^ve  reservoir,    it    will    itself  plunge    into  the 
-'  i.\m  ;  ana  aid  to  swell  and  give  force  and  vio- 
e  to  the  rurrent,  which  will  sweep  away  the 
Irties  ot  ijie  people.     Sir.  upon  a  question  in- 
tving.  as  -a  my  conscience  I  believe  this  does, 
]lj  consequences.  I  will  not  descend  to  the  cal- 
itions  of  shillings  and  pence.     Every  dollar. 
fKin  reaso.'iable  reward  and  comjjass,  bestowed 
;  ort^he  mem»)ers  of  this  House  by  the  people,  will 
I  a(^  only  to  the  patronage  of  the  people.     It  will 
;  rej^ier  less  ajuactive  the  glittering  baubles  in  the  ! 
•^^'^idsof  thp  Executive;  and   by  increasing  the  ! 
iiity.  inde^ndence.  and  strength  of  this  H^iuse.  i 
render  r.  forever  inaccessible  to  the  sapping.s  ' 
Ipuninp-of  Executive  patronage,  and  to  the 
il  assault,'?  of  Executive  power. 
lave  he^rd  it  objected,  that,  if  the  compensa- 
flor  servKes  here  be  increased,  men  will  seek 
jit  in  the.  House,  merely  from  a  base  love  of 
,eraolura*nt.     Sir.  it   is  a  vulvar   and  gross 
10  suppose  that  men   in  general  seek  for 


ku 


cc       • -^  ,       ...      : g,^..^..».    -vtu.   lui     uui  tuuMuenn^"  me  reasonahiunuve 


ird  to  lie  pitiful  pecuniary  rewards  with 
Kh  It  is  attended.  This  is  the  passion  of  un- 
ogs  onl^jof  the  base  and  grovelling  spirits 
are  witljout  any  real  love  of  fame  or  glory, 
this  IS  ihtj  imputation  which  they  justly  seek 
.■.  ijsten  on  eich  other.  But  it  never  can  attach 
10  W.e  genuiife  statesman  of  our  Republic,  nor 
to  Av  who  a.ypire  to  be  ranked  amonij  us  st'ates- 
tnef 

ii,the  compensation  to  members  be  placed  on 
»"  •^"'^'■able  4nd  competent  footing,  the  doors  of 
»hi  IJHouse  ar^  opened  to  such  honorable  and  as- 
Wf^?  ciiizen.l;  and  the  men  of  base  and  grovel- 
I^J^f^pint,  wl^o  seek  a  seat  here  for  the  paltry 
J)Uiaj)ce  ot  eujolunieot  by  which  it  is  attended, 
^i^iand  no  chance  in  the  competition.  No.  Mr.' 
pp«ker.  the  objection  is  not  substantial;  it  re- 


the  reward  for  service  so  low,  as  to  leave  men  of 
character,  and  honor,  and  independence,  and  sci- 
ence, no  decent  support  at  the  Capitol.ihat  you 
can  close  the  doors  of  this  House  upon  them. 
Such  men  are  then  driven  from  the  political  field 
and  the  purse-proud  nabobs  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Ignorant  noisy  fawning  sycophants  of  power 
on  the  other,  for  whose  talents  and  services  the 
lowest  compensa<ion  may  be  a  high  remuneration 
will  pour  into  this  House  without  check  or  com-' 
petition. 

Another   objection    has    been    repeatedly    ad- 
vanced.    Increase  of  compensation    tends,  it  is 
said,  to  render  the  Representative  independent  of 
the  people  and  unfaithful  to  their  interests.     This 
objection  supposes,  in  him  who  makes  it,  a  total 
ignorance  of  the  theory  of  our  Government.     Is 
not  every  member  periodically  reduced  to  a  level 
with  the  people  ?     And  can  he  again  rise  but  by 
the  will  of  the  people  ?     This  is  his  dependence  ; 
and  whether  he  receives  six,  or  sixteen  dollars  per 
day.  It  can   have  no  conceivable  influence  upon 
that  dependence.     He  holds  his  seat  by  the  tenure 
of  good  behaviour.     And  singular  indeed  is  the 
notion,  that,  in  proportion  as  you  increase  his  pay 
and  render  his  seat  valuable,  he  will  find  induce- 
ments to  neglect  his  duty  and  insure  its  forfeiture 
But  Mr.  G.  said  the  merits  of  the  bill  had  been 
amply  discussed    by  others.     He    would  pursue 
that  topic  no  farther. 

He  had  risen  almost  entirely  to  examine  ano- 
ther doctrine,  which  had  become  essentially  con- 
nected wiih  the  subject;  a  doctrine  which,  if  it 
were  sound  and  Constitutional,  would  indeed 
render  all  arguments  upon  the  main  question 
worse  than  useless.  It  had  been  distinctly  an- 
nounced by  several  gentlemen  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  who  had  voted  for  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  that,  although  their  minds  remained  un- 
changed as  to  the  justice  and  policy  of  the  law 
they  should  now  vote  for  the  repeal,  because  they 
were  instructed  to  do  so  by  their  consiiiueots 

Uthers  had  declared,  that  they  considered  the 
voice  of  the  people  against  the  law,  and  this  they 
considered  as  tantamount  to  a  command  or  in- 
ktruction.  which  they  were  bound  to  obey  with- 
out considering  the  reasonableness,ju>tice,'or  pel- 


The  gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Tyler.) 
wno  had  just  taken  his  seat,  has  not  hesitated  lo 
repeat  thi:,  doctrine  in  the  broadest  terms,  and  to 
press  It  earnestly  upon  the  House. 

This  position  IS,  that  the  people,  .n  districts, 
m  btaies.  and  throughout  the  Union,  have  dis- 
jmclly  decided  the  question,  have  commanded 
the  repeal,  and  we  are  bound,  by  our  Constitution 
and  the  nature  of  Government,  to  obey  their 
commands.  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  gentleman  be  correct,  if 
ibejacl  and  the  lav  be  indeed  as  he  stated,  what 
a  spectacle  ol  singular  folly  has  this  House  ex- 
hibited during  the  whole  week.  We  have  been 
gravelydiscussingthemeritsofa  measure  already 
decided  by  the  Constitutional  and  corapelem  au- 
thority.    Nay.  the  honorable  gentleman  himself. 
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ID  the  speech  which  he  has  just  closed,  has  pre- 
sented his  full  share  of  this  incongruous  spectacle. 

Has  he  not  pressed  upon  us  the  propriety  of 
the  repeal  of  the  law  on  its  own  demerits  ?  How 
does  he  reconcile  that  with  this  doctrine,  which 
leaves  us  no  right  to  examine  its  merits  ?  He  first 
pressed  upon  us  a  doctrine  which  deprives  us  of 
all  volition  or  free  agency,  and  then  spent  a  full 
half  hour  in  inquiry  with  us  as  beings  having  a 
right  to  volition  and  free  ajency  in  favor  of  the 
repeal. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  deny,  I  wholly  deny,  that  in 
the  nature  of  a  representative  Government,  in 
the  spirit  of  our  system,  or  in  our  Constitution, 
one  principle,  reason,  or  provision  can  be  found, 
on  which  this  doctrine  of  the  right  to  instruct 
in  the  people,  and  the  obligation  of  such  instruc- 
tion on  the  Representative,  can  rest  for  a  mo- 
ment. It  matters  not  to  rae  what  form  of  in- 
strnctiong  genllemen  may  designate;  whether  in 
writing  or  by  parol;  whether  by  the  people  of 
districts,  of  States,  or  of  the  whole  nation.  They 
have  Po  Constitutional  power  to  fetter  the  free 
will  of  the  Representative,  or  to  control  Ins  judg- 
ment, his  conscience,  or  his  independence,  in  any 
the  highest  or  the  lowest  act  of  legislation. 

If  such  a  right  exists  in  the  people,  and  such 
an  obligation  on  the  Representative,  they  must 
be  somewhere  defined.  And  where  would  gen- 
tlemen search  for  them  i  Surely  not  m  the  vis- 
ions of  cosmopolites,  not  in  the  licentious  fictions 
of  the  French  revolutionary  school,  nor  in  the 
written  and  unwritten  creeds  of  jacobins  and 
despots  throughout  the  world.  The  statesmen  of 
our  Revolution  trusted  their  rights  to  no  such 
perishable  and  undefined  securities.  No,  sir.  we 
must  find  them  in  that  instrument  where  the  na- 
ture of  our  whole  system  of  Government  is  de- 
lineated ;  where  the  liberties  of  the  people,  the 
powers,  prerogatives,  and  duties  of  every  depart- 
ment of  our  Government  are  granted,  denned, 
and  secured;  in  the  Constitution  and  in  no  other 
instrument  under  Heaven.  Let  gentlemen  then 
turn  with  me  to  the  Constitution.  The  analysis 
shall  be  short  to  demonstrate,  not  only  that  in 
all  its  sections  not  a  trace  of  this  doctrine  of  in- 
struction can  be  found,  but,  also,  that  it  is  wholly 
opposed  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Government  therein  delineated. 

The  people  were  the  sovereign  of  this  country. 
From  them  emanated  all  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment. This  IS  now  the  settled  doctrine  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  he  must  be  a  madman  or  an 
idiot  in  this  Republic  who  would  dispute  it. 

The  sovereign  people  met  in  convention  to  or- 
ganize a  Government  which  should  secure  the 
rights  and  prosperity  of  the  whole.  What  was 
the  frame  and  nature  of  the  Government  which 
they  formed?  I  enter  not  into  the  detail  of  its 
Dew  and  complicated  machinery.  I  speak  of  its 
general  divisions,  its  broad  and  essential  features. 
They  surrendered  to.  and  divided  among,  certain 
officers,  created  by  themselves,  certain  portions  of 
their  sovereign  power.  And  this  is  the  language 
in  which  they  expressed  that  grant  and  that 
division : 


"All  legialative  pow«ira  kerein  granted  shall  be 
ve«l«d  in  a  Congtess  of  the  United  Sutes,  which  ahaJl 
consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentativc?." 

"  The  executive  power  bhall  be  vested  in  a  Preii- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  of  America." 

"The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  ahall  be 
vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  such  other  inferior 
court*  as  Congrese  shall  from  time  to  time  establish." 

"  Legislative  power"  is  the  power  to  make 
laws — 'judicial  power"  is  the  power  to  construe 
and  interpret  those  laws — and  "executive  pow- 
er"' is  the  power  to  execute  them. 

Here  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  sovereign,  legit- 
imate "voice"  of  the  people — here  the  great  and 
obligatory  instructions  which,  and  which  alone, 
the  officers  of  this  Republic  are  bound  to  obey! 
The  members  of  this  House  and  the  Senate  are 
'instructed"  to  make  the  laws;  the  judges  are 
'■  instructed"  to  interpret,  and  the  President  to 
execute  them.  Does  not  the  power  of  legislation 
imply,  of  necessity,  volition,  free  agency — the 
right  10  make  the  law.  or  not  to  make  it,  as  the 
legislator  shall  deem  expedient? 

Shall  I  be  told  that  the  legislative  power  is 
vested  in  a  body,  which,  in  every  act  of  legisla- 
tion, IS  legally  subject  to  be  arrested,  defeated, 
controlled,  and  absolutely  governed  by  another, 
a  distinct  and  a  paramount  Constitutional  power? 
As  well  may  gentlemen  tell  rae  that  the  power 
over  life  and  death  is  vested  m  the  gallows  and 
guillotine,  and  not  in  the  judge  and  execuiioner  ; 
as  well  may  they  tell  me  that  the  power  of  legis- 
lation IS  vested  in  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  or 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  because  their  signa- 
tures, made  under  the  entire  control  of  Congress. 
are  requisite  to  give  validity  to  every  law.  No! 
if  this  doctrine  be  true,  then  is  the  Constitution 
a  felo  de  se.  For  it  has  granted  a  power,  and 
rendered  it  idle  and  nugatory,  by  reserving  a 
right  absolutely  and  essentially  repugnant  to 
the  grant;  it  has  vested  in  Congress  an  absolute 
power,  which  es.sentially  continues  to  reside  in 
the  people,  by  them  to  be  exercised  tiirough  the 
medium  of  "  instructions,"  and  Congress  becomes 
in  every  act  of  legislation,  instead  of  a  legislative 
body,  a  mere  passive  instrument,  like  the  clerk 
who  engrosses  the  bill,  or  the  pen  and  parchment 
with  which  it  is  recorded. 

Sir,  this  reasoning  applies  with  equal  force  to 
every  department  of  our  Government — to  the 
Judicial  and  Executive  equally  with  the  Legis- 
lative ;  and  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  not 
only  IS  the  Legislature,  but  the  Judicial  and  Ex- 
ecutive {)ower  are,  at  this  moment,  in  the  hands 
of  the  people.  If  the  people  have  indeed  reserved 
to  themselves  a  power,  rendering  thus  nugatory 
and  wholly  insufficient  the  powers  they  have  ex- 
pressly granted,  that  reservation  must,  by  every 
rule  of  fair  construction,  be  expressed  and  not 
implied.  In  what  page  of  the  Constitution  dues 
the  gentleman  find  any  such  reservation  ?  From 
what  article  or  section  will  he  read  me  anything 
like  a  right  reserved  to  the  people,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  legislate,  to  judge,  or  to  execute? 
If  there  be  any  such,  let  it  be  distinctly  brought 
to  the  eye  of  the  House.     There  is  none  to  be 
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I     ^t  would  -;;iave  attempted  an  absurdity,  to 


,  .  J.  .-  grant 

nd  retan  by  the  same  instrument  the  same 
i)wer  an-J  authority  to  secure  a  right  in  the  na- 
jre  of  things  incapable  of  execution. 

But  if  ro  such  right  was  reserved;  if,  by  the 
^onititutp.n,  the  whole  power  of  legislating,  judg- 
^ftg,  and  tijecuting  was  granted,  will  gentlemen 
Vvy  that  iS'e  people  have  revoked  the  grant  ?  1 
ijtil  for  th,  in-=trument  of  revocation.  I  will  not 
rcept  the.toasts  and  harangues  with  which  the 
ii  ot  Jut»'  meetings  may  have  frighted  honor- 
;de  genikmen.  I  will  not  accept  those  indecent 
,  W*oIution«  which  interested  demagogues  may 
I  i^ve  persijaded  their  knots  of  partisans  to  adopt 
j  *|their  eU'Ctioneering  conventions.  Nor  will  I 
I  <(f<cgnise  the  ofl5cious  intermeddling?  of  State 
I  ^igislatur.s  upon  a  v-ubject  with  which  they 
4     '».>ve  no  Constiiuiional  concern.     I  call  for  a  re 


r /cation  c 


t^hese  grants,  not  carried  by  acclama-    this  House 


i|f^n,  but  n;3de  and  executed  in  the  manner  which 
y|e_  people    themselves   have    prescribed.     If  do 


into  abuse  and  oppression.  Against  such  cor- 
ruptions, abuses,  and  oppressions  in  their  rulers 
they  resolved  to  hold  in  their  own  hands  checks 
the  most  effectual,  securities  the  most  powerful 
which  were  consistent  with  the  nature  of  the  sys- 
tem. These  checks  and  guards  consisted  in  the 
direct  and  indirect  responsibility  of  the  rulers 
continually  or  periodically  to  the  people  them- 
selves. Thus  the  judges  are  constantly,  thouoh 
indirectly,  responsible  to  the  people  for  all  their 
judicial  conduct— they  are  subject  at  all  times  to 
impeachment  by  this  House,  the  immediate  ren- 
resentatives  of  the  people. 

The  President  is  responsible  every  fourth  year 
directly  to  the  people— for  he  then  descends  to 
their  level,  and  depends  upon  their  will  for  a  re- 
elevation.  But  as  that  dependence  is  not  direct 
he  is  also  constantly  subject  to  punishment  for 
naisconduct   by  impeachment  ai  the  instance  of 


i 


^fh  revocation  can  be  produced,  the  grants  re- 
ijin  in  firjl  and  valid  force,  and  th°e  -everal 
iinches  cj"  our  Government  continue  to  hold 
^tlusively  and  without  the  participation  of  any 
,^*rer  on  >arih.  the  independent  right  to  legi«- 
jf*.  to  jujge,  and  to  execute.  This  right  they 
;|j^|e  solemnly  sworn  to  execute;  and  to  surrender 
'•'I'ven  tojthe  people  themselves,  would  be  as 
riir  a  vu^ation  of  the  Constitution  as  an  at- 
ijpt  to  t*nsler  it  to  an  aristocracy  or  a  mon- 
-^'-•liy.  Tl^ey  cannot  surrender  it  without  re- 
I  j^jing  tht,  Government  into  its  original  ele- 
j.i^jts,  nortcan  the  people  violently  resume  it 
j  tfilliout  prv.strating  the  Constitution  of  their 
J  cl^nlry. 

t  Viigainst  f-hese  conclusions  I  know  gentlemen 
•  M*  "^'^""  ^"^  "^"<='i  apparent  surprise  and 
.  bator.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr  Ty- 
,!L»y;  has  already  done  so.  What,  he  asks,  are 
n*:.  jhe  people  the  creator,  the  Representative  the 
.«ture  ?  The  former  the  master,  the  latter  the 
v^nt  ?  4nd  is  the  creature  independent  of  the 
or— the  servant  above  the  master? 
ir,  by  thf  use  of  names  nothing  is  proved  ; 
^an  argeraent  resting  alone  on  such  a  basis 

y  deseijes  examination  or  answer. 
,  pt,  if  an  iinswer  be  necessary,  it  is  to  be  found 
;l>e  Constitution.     The  objection  implies,  that 
(Je  peopl.    may  not  instruct  with  obligatory 
;f  the  Rvpresentative.  he   is  independent  of 
people.     This  notion,  .Mr.  Speaker,  is  founded 
.  total  misconception  of  the  theory  and  nature 
ur  syste.a  ;  it  supposes  that  the  checks  upon 
ibiise  of  ijower  by  their  rulers,  retained  by  the 
■ie,  was  cw  right  at  all  times  to  interfere  with 
■ISfir  acts.'-»nd  to  participate  in  the  exercise  of 
.leir  powj  rs  and  duties.     Widely  and  totally 
lact  from  buch  -    • 


F(?JovernnH-nt.  I  have  already  remarked,  that 
^brereigix  powers  of  Government  were  dele- 
'  m  distinct  portions  to  different  and  distinct 

the  people   well    knew    the    tendency   of 
to  corrupt   us  possessors— to   degenerate 


The  members  ol  the  Senate  are  periodically 
though  indirectly,  responsible  to  the  people 
through  their  State  Legislatures. 

The  members  of  this  House  are  every  second 
year  responsible  directly  to  the  people.  At  that 
•short  period  they  sink  into  the  great  public  mass, 
and  their  official  conduct,  stripped  of  all  adven- 
titious aids,  lies  unveiled  and  naked  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  people.  Can  the  wisdom  of  man 
contrive  a  more  perfect  security  against  all  dan- 
gerous abuse  of  power? 

The  immediate  Representatives  of  the  people 
biennially  brought  before  the  people,  stripped  of 
all  power,  and  wholly  dependent  on  their  will  for 
continued     official    existence.      The    Executive 
every  fourth  year,  subjected  to  the  same  respon-' 
sibihty.  and  the  same  dependence,  while  both  he 
and  every  judge  are  responsible  for  their  conduct 
through  the  right  of  impeachment  vested  in  this 
House.     This,  sir,  is  the  true  theory  and  spirit  of 
our  representative  Government.     Responsibility 
for  conduct,  not  control  over  it.  while  in  office 
IS  the  real  secret  of  our  safety.  ' 

This  IS  the  great  and  active  principle  which 
pervades  our  Constitution,  and,  like  gravitation  io 
the  great  solar  system,  confines  each  body  to  its 
orbit,  regulates  the  whole  machinery  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  produces  in  all  its  parts  that  order 
and  harmony,  and  perfect  safety,  which  was  the 
great  object  of  its  creation. 

In  this  cursory  view  of  the  nature  of  our  sys- 
tein  IS  found  a  perfect  answer  to  the  objections 
and  exclamations  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

The  Representative  i?  not  independent  of  the 
people,  or,  if  other  language  better  please  him  (it 
P  eases  not  me.)  the  creature  is  not  independent 
of  the  creator ;  the  servant  is  not  above  his  mas- 
ter.    But  his  subordination   and    dependence  is 


".  ir'™, "  ;,t' .!i-!fj-.°  'i-L-^  '^-  ;.i;:  wS  .sTfi^"/.'^"' 


,,  ._  — „^„  .„  that  in- 
strument, by  adopting  which  the  people  spoke 
him  into  existence.  If  a  biennial  responsibility, 
the  responsibility  of  a  man  endowed  with  reason, 
volition,  free  agency,  and  the  power  while  a 
Representative  to  use  them  according  to  his  best 
judgment,  uncontrolled   by   any  paramount  au- 
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ihority  whatsoever;  such  and  such  only  is  the  de- 
pendence in  any  degree  sanctioned  by  the  spirit 
of  a  representative  Government. 

This  Constitutional  responsibility,  the  manly 
and  patriotic  dependence  of  a  rational  being,  the 
proud  and  dignified  submissnon  of  an  American 
freeman  and  Representative,  to  the  only  sover- 
eign of  his  country,  is  totally  subverted  by  this 
new  doctrine  of  obligatory  instruction.  Under 
Its  influence,  when,  on  the  day  of  election,  he 
shall  meet  the  people,  no  more  can  they  demand 
from  him  evidence  of  his  ability,  his  integrity, 
his  fidelity  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  interests 
of  the  State.  '•  Has  he  never  deviated  from  our 
'  instructions  ?  Has  he  constantly  opened  his  ear 
'  to  every  popular  clamor,  and  with  a  conscience 
*  sufficiently  supple,  and  a  spirit  sufficiently  ab- 
'  ject,  bent  and  bowed  to  every  blast  of  the  popu- 
'  Far  breath  that  has  passed  over  him?"  Con- 
sistent with  this  doctrine  of  express  and  implied 
instruction,  questions  of  this  character  alone  can 
he  be  required  to  answer. 

And  what  must  be  the  effect  on  the  character 
and  conduct  of  this  House?  No  longer  will  the 
great  considerations  that  influence  its  conduct  be 
—what  is  just,  what  is  expedient,  what  is  wise, 
what  IS  Constitutional — what  do  the  exigencies 
of  the  Republic  demand?  No,  in  every  act  of 
legislation,  the  Representative  must  cast  his  eye 
back  to  his  district.  How  points  the  political 
weathercock  now;  which  way  flows  the  popu- 
lar current;  what  is  the  whim  of  my  district; 
what  is  the  voice  of  my  State  ;  what  is  the  clamor 
of  the  day?  These  must  become  the  great  ob- 
jects of  solicitude,  and.  as  these  questions  are  an- 
swered, he  will  say  aye  or  no  to  every  measure. 
And  thus  the  great  benefits  of  a  Representative 
Republic  are  wholly  sacrificed.  All  the  value  of 
political  science,  experience,  and  firmness  in  the 
Representatives  is  thrown  away;  all  the  lights 
of  superior  wisdom  and  able  discussion  are  blown 
out.  The  legislator  becomes  an  automaton,  to 
be  danced  on  this  floor  by  wires  to  be  held  and 
managed  by  those  active  and  turbulent  dema- 
gogues, who.  in  succession,  become  the  leaders  of 
the  people.  Oh  !  then,  indeed,  it  shall  matter  lit- 
tle what  shall  be  the  compensation  for  services 
here;  for  what  shall  it  matter  who  may  occupy 
these  chairs  ?  Be  he  wise  or  be  he  foolish  ;  be  he 
learned  or  be  he  ignorant;  with  brains  or  with- 
out brains,  u  is  all  the  same.  If  he  has  skill  to 
spell  out  his  instructions,  and  to  snuff  at  a  goodly 
distance  the  tainted  gale  of  popularity  ;  if  he  has 
sense  enough  to  understand  the  affirmative  from 
the  negative,  and  a  tongue  to  cry  aye  and  no.  he 
is  armed  capa-pie  for  legislation— he  is  fully 
qualified  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  an  instructed 
Representative. 

Sir.  were  we  to  examine  all  the  musty  folios  of 
political  empiricism  ;  were  we  to  wade  through 
the  innumerable  visions  of  political  dreamers 
since  the  flood,  to  find  that  principle  most  repug- 
nant to  our  system  of  government,  most  degrad- 
ing to  our  rulers,  and  most  destructive  to  our  pros- 
perity—in  my  conscience,  and  on  ray  honor.  1  be- 
lieve we  might  return  to  this  doctrine  of  obliga- 


tory instruction,  as  the  one  whicli  combined  in 
Itself,  and  in  its  consequences,  as  much  of  all 
these  qualities  as  any  other. 

But.  Mr.  Speaker,  were  this  doctrine  as  con- 
sonant with  the  spirit  and  structure  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, as  it  is  repugnant  to  its  principles  and 
subversive  of  its  benefits,  it  is  vet  wholly  absurd, 
because  it  is  imprticticable.  If  the  right  of  the 
people  to  instruct,  and  the  obligation  on  the  Rep- 
resentative to  obey  do  really  exist,  is  it  not  very 
strange  that  we  do  not  find  in  the  Constitution 
in  the  laws,  or  in  the  principles  of  our  system* 
some  method  presented,  in  which  the  right  may 
be  exercised,  and  the  obligation  enforced  ?  Is  it 
not  idle  to  talk  of  a  perpetual  power  which  can- 
not be  executed  by  its  possessor,  or  of  an  obliga- 
tion which  can,  by  no  possible  meaiw.  be  legally 
enforced  ?  How  are  the  people  to  exercise  this 
right  of  instruction  ?  Shall  each  district  instruct 
Its  Representative?  Some  gentlemen  have  said 
so.  But,  may  I  ask  these  gentlemen  where  in 
the  Constitution,  they  find  a  recognition  of  such 
a  political  division  as  a  district  ?   "  The  House  of 

•  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members 
'  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the 

•  several  States."  The  people  and  the  States  are 
recognised  as  separate  and  distinct  political  pow- 
ers; but  where  does  the  district  derive  any  dis- 
tinct political  power,  to  interfere  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  ?  Sir,  the  district  is  the  crea- 
ture of  a  State— created  for  the  convenience  of 
suffrage— subject,  at  any  time,  to  lose  all  separate 
existence  by  an  act  of  the  State,  or  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Union.  And  whence  do  honorable 
gentlemen  derive  another  position,  which  their 
arguments  clearly  imply,  that,  in  this  House,  the 
Representative  dwindles  down  to  the  mere  agent 
ol  a  district  ?  For  myself  I  disclaim  the  idea  as 
equally  unconstitutional  and  degrading.  ' 

When  a  member  enters  this  Hall,  he  becomes 
a  Representative  of  the  people  of  this  Republic 
—he  becomes  a  legislator  for  the  whole  Ameri- 
can community.  What  are  his  duties?  Do  they 
constitute  him  merely  the  guardian  of  his  district? 
Are  they  confined  to  the  little  corners  of  town- 
ships and  counties?  No;  they  embrace-the  rights 
the  interests,  and  happiness  of  a  great  Republic! 
Ihey  "insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
'  the  common  defence,  promote  the'  general  wel- 

•  fare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  our- 
'  selves  and  our  posterity;"  these  are  the  sublime 
and  comprehensive  terms  in  which  the  people 
have  taught  to  all  their  Representatives  the  great 
duties  ot  their  stations.  Can  we  possess  a  feel- 
ing and  a  spirit  requisite  for  the  performance  of 
these  great  and  general  duties,  if  we  consider  our- 
selves the  mere  Representatives  of  distinct  sec- 
tions of  the  people?  Can  we  act  well  for  the 
great  interests  of  the  whole,  if  we  degrade  our- 
selves into  the  separate  and  distinct  guardians  of 
separate  and  distinct  parts  of  the  community? 
And  yet.  if  I  understood  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tyler)  correctly,  he 
considers  himself  the  Representative  of  his'  dis- 
trict alone;  for  when  he  spoke  of  submission  to 
instructions,  it  was  exclusively  to  the  instructions 
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,     i>f  the  people  of  his  district  to  which  he  alluded.  |  the  elder  Pitt,  of  Burke,  and  of  Fnr  anH  «.k 
.'   ^fo  the.r-u^t//  he  would  surrender  all.      [Mr.  Ty-    statesmen,  who  best  understood  and  loved  as  the' 
3  r}tER  ass^.ted.J     O,  then    said  Mr.  G..  \  conjure  I  friend  of  their  l.bert.es.  the  representative  nar  of 
^^he  genth-raan  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  cau- i  their  government,  has  placed  the  stamp  of  absurd 
ll.oD      D.-.  I  yet  understand  h.m  correctly?     He    .ty  on   the  doctrme  of  instruction  ;  and    at  "his" 
gwouid  surrender  his  judgment,   his   conscience,    day.  no  man  of  high  talent  and  in  e-ritv  m  the 
iju  indejendence   as  a   Representative   on    this    Br.lKsh   Commons,  however  he  may   duLe.nto 
^Joor.  toihe  will  and  instruction  of  those  who  i  the  current  of  opposition   does  sanction  thatVr^l 
Voted  h,m      [Mr.  TvLER  still  assented.]     Sir,    ciple.     But  it  sterns  the  aurorayTske^^^^^^^ 
Continued  Mr.  G..  I  would  appeal   to  his  judg- '  l.ule    value  here,    because   he  wL  a   r^ns'oner 
-.oent,  his;heart-.o  all  h.s  man  y  and  moral  feel-  j  What  was  the  color  of  that  great  man'rpo  S 
i.4»gs—aga.nst  this  pernicious  theory.     Surely  he    existence  ?  ^    «i  «»an  s  political 

iJfi^i^h""^?'^'  '  ^  "'"'^^  '.^'  promised  .sac-  I      Edmund  Burke  was  a  Whig  of  the  old  Enel.sh 

^fice  that  he  voice  he  was  about  to  worship  .  school.  He  was  in  his  yomh  an  enthusiastic 
||ould  b.  that  01  a  clear  majority.  Upon  any  !  friend  of  liberty-even  an  intemperate  ad  voce 
,|ven   measure-upon  the   very  measure  before  !  for  the   rights  of  the   human    ra^e?  n    matSrer 

UiJeHoust-how  can  he  ascertain  that  majority?    years,  he  was  the  stear  r«e,  in    maturer 

3\  there  ar(y  method  prescribed  in  the  Constitu-  "         -  •        - 

«ion  or  iha.«  law?   No;  he  must  watch,  and  listen. 

^jpd  catchi.^he  voice  of  his  district,  as  it  floats  on 

V  jie  breezi? ;  or  he  must  read  it,  if  he  can,  in  the 

^  ipular  si^outs  which  issue  from  partial  meetings 

jd  conventions  of  the  people.     Sir.  I  have  seen 

|l)Uch  of  tljtse  popular  conventions ;  1  have  seen  one 


.      .   ,         .  , dy  champion  of  the  popular 

principles  of  his  Government,  which  constitute 
and  secure  the  liberties  of  the  English  nation; 
and  in  Ins  old  age  he  rose  with  all  the  ardor  of 
his  youth,  and  all  the  vigor  of  h.s  maturity,  to 
rescue  the  c.v.lized  world  from  that  monster  of 
popular  despotism  which  rose  in  France,  was 
nurtured  on  human  blood,  and  aspired  to  demol- 


i    gj..o,  mo;.,  \,i  ,ab..,  .„d,  .rhe  d;Velo  p^dh.  ;  Uh  e:;r7w."e  .„d  f"  Tao'd"  j.^ITnl  m'Trd 
■     «    "?'„  ?r '?"J  "A  I'^'r'  ^r'  -'"  '"^  !  f""  •""  '  -'">»-■.  O"  .' ".a,{h    '  And  whe      .', 


^|<ts,  and  the  caps,  and  the  shouts  of  approbation 
'P^J^^  venj  heavens.  I  have  seen  another  suc- 
*L'd  him  ;;and.  as  he  developed  opinions  and  con- 
J.»ct  exactly  opposite,  again  1  have  seen  the  hats 
;f  id  the  caps  blacken  the  air,  and  the  earth  shake 
^Jih  ihuoders  of  applause.  Has  the  honorable 
•ntleman  any  political  crucible  into  which  he 


last  worn  out  in  the  service  of  mankind,  he  re- 
tired to  the  bed  of  sorrow  and  despair,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  his  grateful  country  imparted  to  h.m 
a  pitunce,  hardly  sufficient  to  render  comfortable 
the  last  stage  of  his  journey  to  the  grave.  The 
judgment  of  the  civilized  world  has  been  solemnly 

.sW  h  rn   ^h-.K^'^^/i?^.'!"  .'^!.^"^^'«"^^     ?""'".«  «'    the  globe.     H.s  voice  was  heard  in 


:show  h;m  which  is  preponderant  ?     May  he 
ftot    raistafce    the    importunate  clack    of  a    few 
■^'ihemeral' noisy  insects  of  his  district,  for  the 
ciice  ot  ih«-  real  tenants  of  the  soil  ? 


lavor  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  when  we  struij- 
gled  aga.nst  Br.tish  oppression.  He  devoted 
years  of  his  lile  to  avenge  the  wrongs  and  des- 

[\j      I       '     L      — r, '""  •'  I  olation  of  India.      The  untutorerl   A(ri/>an   ».o 

UL    K-'V^""'"^''^""''^."^""^^'^^'^'  The    learned    to   ble.s   the    na^ This    benefac^r 

«rificeht.  offer,  .snot  one  of  indifferent  value;  land    Europe    must    ever    acknowledge    that    he' 

r  IS  nut,  in^leed,  the  blood  of  the  victim,  but  may  I  first  read     he  haiHJwritm/on  ihp  .^ffl  l^ 

lihot  be  ll^.  soul  of  the  Representative  ?  ^    lulionary  France  Td  made  knoJnihp  ,   .  '"°" 

f  Conscience!  Judgment!  Independence!  These    Ut.oa  thereof      Nor  cl   an  r'.endolTrf^r 

XJ^^'  t'^o,  sacred  to  be  thrown  away  on     religion,   or  civ.l  l.bertj    deny  that    in   the  la.; 


ij 


V^ien  he  l«js  them  on  the  altar,  he  can  have  no 
^VV'^^Y  thai  It  13  erected  to  the  real  vox  popiUi— 
i^  true  goij  of  his  idolatry.  But  suppose  cer- 
{.•anty  be  fufly  attainable;  suppose  every  Repre- 


j:  J     "  ^-i..*    »i*.    taijcu     lutr     veil 

from  the  anarchy,  atheism,  and  ambitious  despo- 
tism of  the  French  Revolution,  he  was,  at  the 
least,  as  genuine  a  champion  of  civil  liberty  and 
human  happiness  as  at  any  period  of  h.s  existence. 


r^  ^auve  icjucted  at  all  poii^:;;  i;;;  ^^;  su^;:  r::^r:hr^/:^hed  and  "^r"^ 

;  4|.ch  com,,  before  hira,  what  a  babel  of  legis-    the  doctrine  I  am  feer v  su^pportin^     H.  ^         f  ^ 
;;  l^^on  wouKi   this  House  present  !     Local  preiu-    and  practised  ii  «  liim!?^       k^"  u      P'^"?''*^ 
iicll,:^,  narrcj.v   feelings.  Headlong  violence Tust  i  mg  mheTulvtgorThil^^ 
•,ie»J*.'r  this  Hall;  and  here,  uninformed  by  discus-     when   in  the  Br  nsh  r  '"'"'^f''"'  facuhies- 

•:s,i?,,  unmitigated  by  sober  reflection,  and^n  the l    m  our  cauL  Tnd  wuhT'"""''  '''  ^"  '"^'^^^^ 
-y-iv  nature,  incapable  of  compromise   would  hi     hP«,m<,H^'  ?k  *  ^'gorous  arm  was  daily 

s<^ti  in  d.sgi.,cef u'l  and  endle'Ss  on       ""  ''    and  Sflfs^bro   .hTel'e "  "'"'  ^"'"  ''''  ^'^'"^^ 
^.r,  agaiii^t  principles  pregnant  with  such  par-  i  VVhaYauthomf  m  k  """^  *'  ^"'  existence, 

conseqeences.  sJ  repuenaut   to    tlZirf,"J      r'    ^^'^^  "rL^^^'y  ^"'"«"' ^«"  be_stronger? 


1:  conseqeences.  so   repugnant   to    the  spirit  of 

r  .Consliiviion.  and  so  subversive  of  all  the  ben- 

;;e«.s  of  a  K.;presentative  system.    [  will  forever 

.:':ec(|(^r  my  sulemn  protest;  and  I  do  it   the   more 

ct«ifidenily.a)ecause  I  do  it  after  the  example  of 

•list  hrst  and  wisest  staie.-men  of  England.   In  that 

n5|»on  the  question  is  settled.     The  authority  of 


tlut  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Conner)  has  told  us.  that  the  principle 
1  advocate  is  an  English  principle;  and  he  has 
caui.oned  us  not  to  borrow  principles  from  Eng- 
land. Sir,  I  would  borrow  no  political  principle 
Irom  England,  or  any  other  country,  which  was 
not  stamped  with  wisdom,  which  the  great  test 
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of  experience  had  not  proved  to  be  friendly  to 
civil  liberty.  Would  the  honorable  gentleman 
exclude  from  our  code  principles  of  such  a  char- 
acter, because  they  were  discovered  in  other  coun- 
tries or  other  ages?  If  he  would,  it  IS  well  for 
us  that  he  did  not  live  in  the  earlier  times  of  our 
Republic.  His  zeal  and  activity  might  have 
borne  him  into  power,  and  we  might  have  lost 
some  of  the  best  and  wisest  principles  of  our  free 
and  happy  .system  of  government.  Will  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  peruse  the  bills  of  rights  and 
constitutions  of  the  States?  He  will  there  find 
principles  borrowed  from  England,  and  scattered 
through  them  all.  Nay.  will  he  open,  with  me. 
the  Constitution  of  this  Republic  ?  The  trial  by 
jury  is  of  Saxon  origin  ;  here  it  is  reserved  to  the 
people  as  their  grand  bulwark  against  oppression. 
The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  ul  English  origin  ; 
here  it  is  secured  to  the  people  as  the  grand  pal- 
ladium of  their  personal  rights  and  l.berl.es.  The 
idea  of  an  independent  judiciary  here  perfected, 
had  we  not  that  from  England  ? 

Let  me  point  the  honorable  gentleman  to  his 
own  Siate.  That  wonderful  fabric  of  human 
wisdom,  the  common  law  of  Massachusetts,  un- 
der the  guardian  influence  of  which  he  sleeps  in 
the  most  perfect  security — whence  were  its  prin- 
ciples derived  ?  Whence,  but  from  England  ? 
Would  the  honorabiegenileman  exclude  all  these 
from  our  code,  becau.»e  they  first  blessed  the  coun- 
try where  the  bones  of  our  ancestors  are  buried? 
Such  was  not  the  spirit  of  our  fathers.  When 
they  first  raised  their  voices  in  remonstrance 
against  the  English  ministry,  and  their  arms  in 
battle  against  the  English  nation,  on  what  prin- 
ciples did  they  justify  their  conduct;  on  what 
grounds  did  they  rest  their  great  and  sacred 
cause?  Let  the  numerous  appeals  of  the  Old 
Congress  to  America,  to  England,  and  to  the 
world  furnish  an  answer.  Let  that  irnaiorial 
enumeration  of  our  rights  and  our  wrongs — the 
Declaration  of  Independence — answer  the  ques- 
tion. Their  birthright  was  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  founded  on  the  principles  and  maxims  of 
the  English  law  and  coasiitution.  These  were 
grossly  and  perseveringly  violated  by  the  King, 
Ministry,  and  Parliament.  To  secure  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  birthright  they  first  look  up  arms, 
and  they  did  not  relinquish  them  until  the  object 
was  more  than  accomplished. 

The  fathers  of  our  Republic  were  educated  in 
the  Whig  school  of  England.  The  great  masters 
of  that  school  were  Locke,  and  Sidney,  Russell,  and 
Hampden,  and  a  boit  of  patriots  who  suffered  per- 
secution and  martyrdom  lor  their  political  faith. 
They  had  derived  the  spirit  of  patriotism  from 
the  ancient  Republics;  a  spirit  of  independence 
from  the  examples  and  traditions  of  their  Saxon 
ancestors,  and  infusing  that  spirit  into  the  natural 
and  practical  principles  of  the  common  law,  they 
established  wis^  and  beneficent  maxims  of  civil 
government.  It  was  in  this  school,  in  company 
with  the  elder  Pitt,  and  Burke,  and  Fox,  and  their 
coiiipatriots,  that  the  artificers  of  our  system 
learnt  their  maxims  of  political,  civil,  and  religi- 
ous liberty.     They  discarded  from   their  system 


the  lumber  of  the  dark  ages,  and  all  the  cum- 
brous trappings  of  a  monarchy  and  a  titled  aris- 
tocracy. They  founded  a  Republic.  But  into 
lis  very  soul  they  infused  that  genuine  spirit, 
and  those  essential  principles  of  civil  liberty,  for 
which  the  illustrious  whigs  of  England  have  in 
all  ages  offered  up  their  lives. 

Sir.  permit  me  to  add  a  few  words  upon  what 
is  called  the  ''voice"  of  this  whole  people,  and  I 
have  done. 

We  are  told,  that  the  voice  of  this  whole  natioa 
has  pronounced  a  condemnation  of  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  and  commanded  its  repeal. 

Were  this  even  so,  were  I  sure  it  were  so,  still 
I  would  not  obey  them— I  believe,  in  my  best 
judgment,  in  my  conscience,  and  before  my  God, 
I  believe,  that  the  law  of  last  session  was  and  is, 
in  itself,  just  and  Constitutional,  and  most  favor- 
able to  the  purity,  the  independence  of  this  House, 
the  durability  of  this  Government,  and  the  secu- 
rity of  this  people.  To  no  human  '•  voice"  will 
I  surrender  opinions  thus  maturely  and  finally  set- 
tled ;  on  no  human  altar  will  I  sacrifice  my  judg- 
ment, my  reason,  and  my  conscience. 

Do  I  then  disregard  the  '•  voice  of  the  people" — 
the  "will  of  the  public?"  O.  no.  In  making 
up  my  mind  upon  almost  every  subject  of  legisla- 
tion, that  voice  would  have  a  powerful  influence. 
1  would  always  view  it  as  a  fact,  a  most  import- 
ant fact,  entering  into  the  argument  and  the  rea- 
soning, when  I  was  about  to  decide  on  any  public 
measure.  On  many  questions  it  might,  on  some 
It  certainly  would  be  conclusive — not  because  it 
contains,  in  itself,  any  moral,  political,  or  Consti- 
tutional authority  to  control  my  judgment  or  con- 
duct, but  because,  from  the  nature  (if  the  ques- 
tion. It  might  constitute  a  fact  or  circumstance, 
so  important  as  to  |)revail  over  every  other. 

To  borrow  an  illustration  of  my  idea  from  the 
honorable  geiiiteman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun.)     The  question  of  declaring  or  not 
declaring    war,   however  just   and    necessary   I 
might  deem  it,  would  be  a  question  of  this  kind. 
I  would  no  more  declare  even  such  a  war  against 
the  general  voice  and   will  of  the  people,  than  I 
would  declare   it,  with   the    nation   destitute  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  money — and  precisely  for 
the  same  reason,  because  the  former  is  as  essen- 
tial to  the  success  of  a  war,  as  the  latter.     It  is  a 
question  solely  of  expediency,  not  of  Constitu- 
tional obligation.     But  reverse  the  proposition: 
suppose  the  voice  of  the  people  distinctly  in  favor 
of  declaring  war,  which  I  in  my  conscience  be- 
lieved would  be  unjust  and  ruinous  to  the  coun- 
try, should  I  vole  for  such  a  war  ?    No,sir,  if  the 
voice  of  every  man  in   the  nation   should   thun- 
der instructions  in  my  ears,  I  would  still  say  no — 
I   would  struggle  for   peace  against  the   people 
themselves;  and  if  I  should  fail  in  the  struggle, 
the  peace  of  a  good  conscience  would  afford  me 
more  real  happiness  Uian  all  the   plaudits  of  the 
people  could  bestow  on   him.  who  mighl  rise  on 
my  ruin.     Sir,  I  would  not  be  misunderstood.    I 
am  not  one  of  those,  if  any  such   there  be,  who 
hold  the  political  heresy,  that  the  people  are  their 
own  worst  enemies.    I  believe  the  people  of  this 
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{lenublicho  be  lovers  of  hoDestr.  friends  of  rirjl  f  r>hnn<rs  ..TikTr  ,  .  ,  " 


J  vs  any  pefple  on  earth— and  I  know  equally  well 
f  ihat  iheytaiways  decide  honestly,  and  when  re- 
Vjilection,  discussion,  and  knowledge  precede  deci- 
;/sion,  in  general  correctly. 

J,;  But   1   |.hould   have  read    history   in    vain,  I 
^.^ould  ha^re  lived  the  last  ten  years  of  my  life 
^orse  that  in  vain,  if  I  did  not  know  how  easy 
^.  soinetHi.es  is,  to   rouse   the   popular   prejudice 
^iod  clamor  against  any  measure,  and  particularly 
¥.^eot   tho  character  of  the  law  of  last  session. 
u\Te  genil^raen  perfectly  sure  that  this  universal 
Jff  roar.  lr,;m  Maine  to  St.  Mary's,  which  even 
^et  seem^.to  be  ringing  in    their  ears,  js  not  the 
Mnere  clamor  of  prejudice,  of  ignorance,  of  decen- 
«ipQ?     Twe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr 
Ii08s)ha>j  addressed  to  them  a  solemn  warning 
jay  not  Ais  vituperated  measure,  when  the  ex- 
Jtement  4f  the  hour  shall  have  passed  away 
j^corae  a::  favorite  of  the  people?     Gentlemen 
-ay  read  .triking  examples  of  thi-  kind,  even  in 
ueir  own. jj)olitical  history. 

Who  t«s    forgotten   the  horrible   anathemas 

[vhich  roted   through    the   country   against    the 

ritish  Ti'<aty  of  J795-yet,  has  not  popular  ai>- 


the  clamor  we  have   heardTwas  n^  agains    the 
amount,  but  the  form  ot  the  compensation 

lud?c  oas'^Th  '^'\^'  '°'  '^'  ^^'^'"^'^  '^  i'^deed 
I  ludicrous      The   adage  i,   reversed;    the  mouse 

;  has  brought  lorth  the  mountain.    In  this  view  of 
the  subject  well  might  my  iriend  (Mr.  Hllbert) 
[exclaim  ot  this  people,    ••  ihey  resemble   ocean 
I  into    tempest   wrought,  to  wait  a  feather,  or   to 
I  drown  a  fly." 

I  Mr.  Speaker.  I  repeat,  the  settled,  calm,  en- 
lightened voice  ol  the  people  has  not  been  heard 
upon  the  law  of  la>t  session. 

Shall  I  be  asked,  whence  then  all  this  popular 
clamor,  and  indignation  and  execration  ?  It  has 
many  sources  and  numerous  causes  ;  I  will  men- 
tion two  ol  the  most  prominent :  There  are  many 
gentlemen  within  these  walls  who  have  occupied 
their  seats  too  long  for  those  who  are  waitin? 
without  When  we  came  here,  we  all  must 
have  leu  behind  us  numerous  demagogues  who 
were  office  expectants:  they  were  impatiently 
waiting  for  some  favorable  occasion  to  buy  your 
.seats  and  to  stjcceed  to  your  places.  Hitherto 
they  had  found  no  measure  fitted  to  their  use- 


nuse  aw^.ted  the  negot.Vtor  of  tharwh  ch  we  un^n  ,1?  ""'  "°  '"''"'"''  ^"^^  '°  '^«'^  "^«i 
w  have  "every  wav  inferior  L!  7  u  '  ^  ^.  all  prominent  measures,  the  two  great  rar- 
ing IS  .t,.Mnce  n"  ct  onTpoured  irl^rom  °aT;  i  m"  '*'  "T  ''"',^'  ^"'  ^^'^'^'"^^  ^^^^^^  «'a 
carters  apa.nst  a  National  Sank  ?  How^oni  .Tnnn^""^  i"  V''"^  ""^  "^^'"'*"  ^^'  »''^  •^""^"ct 
;.ce  the  tople  were  excued  even  to  f^enzvZ^r  '  JZ  P^  °'  '^T  '"^^^"'••=*-  ^as  sure  to  enlist  ,n 
hdestruc^on?    And  yet    t  has  now  be^^^^^^^^^  his  defence  and  support   the  party  to  which  he 

try  darlirf,  of  the  people  ;  the  sheet  anchor  of  h.     r''°  ?l       K  ^''!  '"'"^P'  ^^^  '''^  ^^P^^*'^  ^^^^ 
reasury.FHow  long  is    i  s  nee  the Tavv  »»    »      °''  ^        ^^"^  demagogue.     The  law  of  last  ses- 

racious  heast.  readf  to  swalw  the  Tre7.u?y^t    k""  """  ^'"'^ '  ''  "'^^  '^^.^^'^  «''  °'^^^^  ^''^^  «° 
,,«oL-.,..K  .,.  .1...  „/.-.  ..     ""»^n>e  ireasury  at  |  become  ao  instrument  in  the  hands  of  office  hun- 


( 


breakfast^  to  the  great  terror  of  every  exclusive 
fRtrioi  of  me  nation  ?   Now,  who  so  bold  to  hint 

f.e  word  ,,f  disapprobation  !  I  might  mention 
Uny  othtjr  measures.  Restrictions,  gunboats 
Itbargoes  rail   received  at  their  first  appearance 

nil  the  Iwidest  applause,  and  in  short  periods 
[companicd  in  their  exits  by  an  universal  con- 

'•  nk  ^hh"**;"  '"{^  ^"^^^''""^  The  people  must 
njink  and  decide  twice,  and  the  second  i.  gen- 
•Jally  that  cjf  calm  reflection  and  judicious  de- 
]^  ion. 

•5J  n^f  f^"'  "'*'  l"^'  ^'""  ^'"'^  against  the 
Xw  of  last  session  has  not  one  attribute  of  the 
.^kn  enl.gt.tened  voice  of  the  people.  Had  I 
Ne  to  traverse  each  State,  and  exhibit  the  rise, 
jQgress.  ahJ  issue  of  the  clamor  in  each,  I  think 
j^*  fact  W4U Id  not  be  doubted.     But  this  I  must 

'9  i  •^-     "*"'•  "*'^  '^°  '■^cfs.  already  atte,t- 

tN^  by  several  gentlemen   in   the  debate,   which 
|;5tronglyj  corroborate  mv  opinion.     The  sup- 
^^d   indianaiion  of  the  people  was  not  at  all 
ifined  to  the  authors  of  the  law.     The  clamor 
's  indiscr^jiinate.    Those  who  opposed  the  law 
II  only  bej  ause  ihey  received  the  pay— the  pay 
Jwhich   tLey  were  legally  and  justly  entitled 
i\  to  refuvJe  which,  I  should   have  deemed  the 
.ssest  aOtctaiion  of  delicacy— had  their   full 
kre  of  execration.    And  numbers  fell  victims  to 


tMV  unjust  ^nd  indiscri 
^•^gain,  m^ny  gentlen 


iminate  rage. 

_  .   .  . raen  have  "declared  that  it 

^^  not  ihf   increase  of  compensation,  but  the 
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ters  to  deceive  the  people— it  was  a  measure  os- 
tensibly per.sonal  to  the  Representative,  in  which 
his  interest  seemed  alone  to  be  connected.     'It 
'  took  money  from  the  people  ;  it  put  the  money 
•  in  the  pocket  ot   the  Representative;  a  was  of 
'course  a  selfish,  unjust,  and  corrupt  measure." 
Involving  no  party  sympathies,  and  apparently 
no  national^ interests,  how  easy  was  it  for  artful 
men,  pretended  patriots,  to  impose  this  view  of 
the  subject  upon  a  people,  honest,  unsuspicious  of 
deception,  but  always  peculiarly  sensitive   upon 
all  measures  of  expenditure.     In  this  view  a  was 
seized  by  the  expectants  of  office  ;  in  this  view  it 
was  widely  and  incessantly  pressed  upon  the  pub- 
lic ;  and  to  this  narrow,  unjust,  and  wicked  view 
of  the  measure,  palmed  upon   the  people    do  I 
ascribe   much    of    the   clamor    that    was    heard 
against  it. 

But  there  was  another  and  a  more  powerful 
cause.     In   several   of  the  States,  the  elections 
were  approaching.     Though   the  rage  of  party 
j  spirit  had  in  a  good  degree  subsided  in  the  Gen- 
jeral    Government,   it    remained    unmitigated    in 
j  these  States,  and  this  law  was  seized  upon  with 
I  avidity  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  those  elec- 
I  tions.     Truth  compels  me   to  confess,  that   the 
party  to  which  I  belong  were  the  first  to  engage 
in  what  I  must  ever  deem  a  disgraceful  attempt 
to  render  the  law  odious  to   the  people,  and  to 
cast  the  odium  upon  the  friends  of  tfie  Adminis- 
tration.     The  attack  being  thus  commenced,  the 
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adverse  party  not  only  repelled  it.  but  attempted 
to  carry  the  war  into  the  territories  of  the  as.sail- 
ants.  and    thus  commenced  a  conflict,  which  in 
its  progress  would   have  been   really   ludicrous, 
were  it  not  for  the  permanent  injury  it  may  have 
inflicted    on  this   House  and   many  of  its  most 
worthiest  members.     Almost  every  other  instru- 
ment of  party  annoyance  was  thrown  aside ;  all 
other  sins  of  the  Government  and  the  Opposition 
forgotten  and  forgiven, and  tlieiinfortunate  "com- 
pensation bill,"  as  it  was  called,  became  the  very 
foot  ball  of  the  parties.     It  was  kicked  by  stump 
orators,  bar-room  slang-whangers.  by  editors  of  all 
parties,  by  candidates  for  all  kinds  of  offices,  and 
partisans  of  all   colors  and  capacities,  even  gen- 
tlemen of  science  and  liberal  views  did  not  dis- 
dain   the  sport — the  very  bull-dogs   of  both   the 
parties,  who  in  those  times  have  generally  pur- 
sued game  of  higher  flavor,  who  have  delighted 
to    mangle    honest  sensibility,  devour  reputation, 
and  hunt  down  talents  and  independence,  seemed 
to  forsake  all  their  former  propensities  to  pursue 
in  full  cry  this  ^cape-goat  of  all  political  offences. 
The  justice,  the  expediency,  the  real  merits  of  the 
law  seemed  totally  out  of  the  question.    "  It  takes 
'  money  from  the  people  ;  that  money  goes  to  the 
'  Represtntative  ;  it  is  private  robbery  and  pub- 
'  lie    plunder."     This   was    the    short    argument 
and  modest   conclusion   of  every  parly  logician. 
And    which/ party  has  perpetrated   the   offence? 
was  ihe  ^edii   question  at   issue.     Crimination 
and  recrimination,  denunciation  and  retort,  vio- 
lence, abu->e,  and    clamor  filled   the  whole  coan- 
try.     Mr.  Speaker,  I  do   in  my  conscience   be- 
lieve, that    such    are    the  two  principal    causes, 
and  such  the  nature  and  character  of  the  greatest 
part  of  that  clamor,  which    has    existed  against 
the  law  of  last  session — and  is  it  such  a  clamor, 
that  an  American  Repre?<entative  is  required  to 
surrender  hi<  judgment,  his  conscience,  and    in- 
dependence?    Is  such   the  "  voice"  which   is  to 
wither  the  spirit  of  American  freemen,  and  de- 
grade ihe  legislator  into  an  automaton  or  a  slave  ? 
Sir,  I  know  not,  and  I  care  not,  what  other  men 
may  think  or  do,  but  for  my  single  self  I  would 
sooner  be  a  dog,  and  bay  the  moon,  than  such  a 
Representative. 

The  question  on  filling  the  blank  with  ten  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  33  navs 
134,  as  follows:  ' 

YEAS—Mesars.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
pell,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Creijhton.  Davenport,  For- 
Bjlh,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Irring 
of  New  York,  Lovett.  .Marsh,  Middleton,  Mills,  iMilnor, 
Moore,  Pickering,  Powell,  Schenck,  ShefTey,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Stuart,  Tate,  Thomas,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Wendover,  Wilde,  Thos.  Wilson,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Adgate,  Archer,  .\very, 
Baer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Ben- 
nett, Belts.  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Brooks,  Brown.  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Can- 
non, Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Champion,  Cillcy,  Clark 
of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  <:aroIina,  Comslook, 
Condict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Dar- 
lington, Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards.  Fmdley,  Fletcher, 
Forney, Gaaton,  Gold,  Gold«borcuigh,Goodwyn,  Hahn,' 


Hale,   Hall,   Hammond,   Hardin,    Harrison,    Hawet, 

Heister,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hooka,  Huger,   Hulbert, 

Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Penni>ylvaQia,  Jackson, 

Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 

Kent,    Kerr   of  Virginia,   Kilbourn,    King.   Langdon, 

I  Law,  Lewis,  Little,  Love,   Lowndes,   Lumpkin,  Lyle, 

I  Lyon,  Wm.  .Maclaj,  Wm.  P.  Maclay,  Mason,  McCoy, 

'  McKee,  McLean,  .Miller,  Motfitt,  Moscley,  Jer.  Nelson, 

I  Hugh    Nelson,   Thos.    M.    Nelson,    Newton,   Noyes, 

I  Ormsby,  Parris,  Peter,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Ran- 

I  dolph.  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Rug- 

gles.   Savage,   Sharp,   Smith   of  .Maryland,  Smith   of 

Virginia.    Southard,    Stearns,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tall- 

j  madge,  Taul.  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South 

Carolina,  Telfair,  Townsend,  Tyler,   Vose,  Wallace, 

I  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea- 

j  ton,  Whiteside,  Wilroi,  Wilkin.  Williams,  WiJlough- 

by,  Wm.  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

,      A  motion  was   then   made,  by  Mr.  Culpeper, 

j  to  fill  the   first    blank  with   the  word  '"nine,"  and 

the  question  being  taken  thereon,  without  debate, 

it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  43,  nays 

I  123,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Calhoun,  Chap- 

j  pell,  Clayton,  Clendennin,   Creighton.  Culpeper,  Da- 

j  venport,  Forsyth,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Henderson,  Hop- 

I  kinson,  Irving  of  .New  York.  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lowndes, 

!  Marsh,    McKec,     .Middleton,     Miller,     Mills,     Milnor, 

Moore,  Newton,  Pickering,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Ruggles, 

Schenck,   ShefTey,    Smith    of   Pennsylvania,    Stearns, 

Strong.  Taggart,  Tate,  Thomas,  Ward  of  Massachu- 

,  setu.  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wilde,  Thomas 

j  WiLson,  and  Wright. 

',      Nats — .Messrs.  Adams,  Adgate,  Archer,  Avery,  Baer, 
j  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,   Baylies,  Bennett, 
BetU,    Birdsall,    Birdseye,    Blount,    Boss,    Bradbury, 
Brooks,    Bryan,    Burwell,   Cady,   Caldwell,   Cannon, 
Carr   of  Massachusetts,    Champion,    Cilley,    Clark  of 
New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Comstock,  Con- 
dict, Conner,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Darlington,  Desha, 
I  Dickens,  Edwards,  Findley,  F'letcher,  Forney,  Gaston, 
!  Gold,  Goldsborough,    Goodwyn,    Hahn,    Hale,    Hall, 
Hammond,   Hardin,  Harrison,  Hawes,   Heister,  Hen- 
dricks, Herbert,  Hooks,  Huger,   Hulbert,  Hungerford, 
Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson,  Jewett,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King.  Langdon, 
Law,   Lewis,  Little.    Love,    Lovett,'  Lumpkin,    Lyle, 
Lyon,  William  .Maclay,  William   P.    Maclay,  Mason, 
McCoy,  McLean,  Mofiilt,  Moseley,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
I  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  Noyes,  Ormsby, 
Parris,  Peter,  Pip<!r,  Pitkin,  PleasanU,  Randolph,  Reed, 
j  Rice,   Roane,    Root,    Ross,   Savage,   Sharp,   Smith    of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard.  Stuart,  Stur- 
ges, Tallmadge,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of 
South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Townsend,  Tyler,  Vose,  Wal- 
lace, Ward  of  New  Jersey,  W  heaton,  Whiteside,  Wil- 
coi,  Wilkm,  Williams,  Willoughby,  William  Wilson, 
Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wilso.v  then  moved  to  fill  the 

blanks,  both  as  to  the  per  diem  and  the  allowance 

for  every  twenty  miles'  travelling,  with  "eight." 

The  debate  was  resumed  oa  this  question,  and 

,  continued  till  near  sunset,  when  the  House  ad- 

j journed. 

t  

I  Mo.NDAY.  January  20. 

Mr.  Gaston  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
I  gislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  remoa- 
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<irtiin?  if^iost  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  the 
C^ear  ISO'^eomled  '•An  act  to  authorize  the  State 
%f  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to 
!'>^rtain  l»id«!  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the 
^*  'lairas  to^vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within 
^i'^t  ."ame,''  and  setting  forth  the  injustice  prac- 
iirtsed  upoD  per5ons  holding  grants  of  the  said  lands, 
jj^ued  by  ihe  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  pray- 
JtsJg  that  the  right  of  that  State  to  perfect  titles  in 
•  j^e  territo/y  south  and  west  of  Elk  River  line. 
'^pt  only  upon  the  entries  and  warrants  originally 
•■;jid  there,' but  aNo  upon  those  laid  originally  in 
•';^hat  19  n«jw  called  East  Tennessee,  may  be  con- 
■^rmed.  And  that  a  Board  of  Commissioners  may 
c  authorized  and  appointed,  one  by  each  of  the 
Itates  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and  one 
y  the  United  States,  to  adjudicate  all  warrants 
Od  enirnfs  of  lands  in  question,  and  pronounce 
iriipon  theif  validity,  and  that  a  preference  may  be 
^iven  to  tjntries  and  warrants  issued  by  North 

f'arolina  ;)Ver  those  issued  by  Tennessee;  or  that 
he  said  a'ot  of  180G  may  be  repealed,  so  far  as  the 
^ame  coi/flicls  with   the  rights  of  the  Stale  of 
'orth  Carolina. 

^  The  ravmorial  being  read,  Mr.  Gaston  moved 
pat  it  belreferred  to  a  select  committee,  as,  from 
he  impoitance  of  the  subject,  it  required  the 
^ost  deliS^rate  and  dispassionate  consideration. 
V  Mr.  Cajunon  moved  that  the  subject  lie  on  the 
<^ble.  in  (rder  to  give  time  for  the  arrival  of  ma- 
«/rial  infti-mation  on  the  subject,  expected  from 
^ne  Executive  of  Tennessee. 
^«  After  s^me  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Gas- 
<<o.s,  Ya.v^by,  and  Culpeper.  opposed  laying  the 
''J^port  on-"  the  table,  and  Messrs.  Cannon  and 
liEYNOLoii  advocated  that  course,  the  memorial 
was  refer/-d  to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Messrs. 
Maston.  (.'annon,  Yancey,  Thomas,  Brecken- 
IJDGE,  M(4Cee,  and  Creiqhton,  were  appointed 
Xre  committee. 

On  raoi^jn  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  petition  of 

tre    Presi.|ent   and    Board    of  Managers    of   the 

lencanjSociety  (o:  culooizing  the  free  people 

■color,  Wtts  referred  10  the  committee  appointed 

li  so  rauc^  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates 

the  Afri|-ao  slave  trade. 
'Ou  raoiif'n  of  Mr.  Yancey,  the  petition  of  the 
f^ciety  ofv^riends  in  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina 
'p9  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
mr.  Smi.i'h.  of  .Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
Ways  ajpd  Means,  reported   a  bill  making  ap- 
priaiiotiTs  for  the  support  of  Government  durin* 
Jie  year  l;-!?;  which  was  read  twice,  and  coni^ 
^  iitied  ^0  •  Commifee  of  the  Whole. 
»'^The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
^L'ramittee  to  allot  rooms  to  the  Committees  of 
;vh  Houii'.  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed ; 
l^d  Mr.  SyARP  and  Mr.  Yancey  were  appointed 
'<{  the  par!;of  this  House. 

A  mess«^efrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
^  t  theSfnale  have  passed  the  "joint  resolution 
<  the  apisjintment  of  a  joint  committee  to  allot 
oms  to  (Jie  Committees  of  each  House,"  and 
>jve  ai>[)oioted  a  committee  on  their  part. 
:Mr.  r\vii.0R,  ol  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
;2iwiD<r  re&^lution  : 


n 


Reaolved,  That  the  Conimi««ioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings be  instructed  to  report  to  thu  House  what  causes 
hare  retarded  the  repairs  of  the  south  wing  of  the  Cap- 
itol, and  at  what  time  iu  preparation  for  the  reception 
of  the  House  of  Represtntatives  may  be  reasonably 
anticipated. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  others;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

PETITIO.N  OF  JAMES  W.\RE. 
Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Ware; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained was  concurred  m  by  the  House. — The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  sutes  that  he  was  a  seafaring 
man,  and  accustomed  to  get  bis  living  bj  that  profes- 
sion untU  the  lOlh  day  of  January,  1815  ;  that  at  that 
time  he  was  employed  by  the  United  Sutes  naval 
storekeeper  at  New  York,  at  the  daily  wages  of  one 
dollar  and  a  half,  in  unloading  heavy  cannon  from  on 
board  the  sloop  General  Washington,  and  then  loading 
them  on  teams,  for  the  purpose  of  UansporUtion  to  the 
Lakes  ;  that  while  executing  this  duty,  and  on  the  day 
above  mentioned,  he  was  caught  under  a  32-pounder 
cannon,  which  fell  on  his  leg  by  the  breaking  of  a  ran- 
ner,  and  so  injured  it  that  he  was  compelled  to  have  it 
ampuUted  ;  that  he  is  unable  to  pursue  his  calling  of 
a  seafaring  man,  and  is  destitute  of  the  means  of  sup- 
port, and  prays  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  navy  pen- 
sioners, or  to  be  provided  for  in  sume  other  way. 

The  committee,  on  due  consideration  of  this  subject, 
are  of  opinion  that  neither  precedent  nor  principle 
would  authorize  the  petitioner  to  be  placed  on  the  navy 
pension  fund  ;  that  fund  having  been  constituted  in  a 
particular  way,  for  special  purposes,  within  the  pur- 
view  of  which  the  caae  of  the  petitioner  does  not  come. 
On  the  question  of  providing  for  the  case  of  the  peti- 
tioner in  some  other  mode,  this  committee  are  not  as 
well  qualified  to  judge  as  another  committee  of  this 
body.  From  exumination  and  reflection,  however,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  no  provision,  by  way  of  pension  or 
in  any  other  mode,  has  been  made  by  the  United  States 
for  persons  similarly  situated  with  the  petitioner. 
They  therefore  recommend  to  the  House  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

THE  COMPENSATION   LAW. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  of  last  .session,  to 
change  the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  members 
of  Congress— the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with 
'•eight'   dollars  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Woodward,  of  South  Carolina,  said  it 
seemed  to  have  become  the  fashion  of  the  day  to 
make  this  floor  the  theatre  where  experiences 
were  to  be  exhibited.  Although  in  general  he 
was  not  very  fashionable,  he  begged  the  liberty 
ol  becoming  so  for  once  until  he  should  exhibit 
his  experience.  If  1  could  believe,  said  Mr.  W., 
the  Sfteea  hundred   dollars   were   more  in  value 
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than  the  six  dollars  per  day  was  in  1789,  when 
that  Congress  established  the  wages,  I  should  re- 
ally take  conviction  for   having  voted  for  it,  but 
when  I  recollect  that  everything  the  staple  com- 
modity of  our  country  has  appreciated  to  a  treble 
amount,  and  that  money  has  depreciated    in   an 
equal  degree,  I   am   still   satisfied    I  voted   for  the 
compensation  last  session,  and  am  perfectly  con- 
▼inced  It    would    take    two  thousand   dollars   to 
make  the  salary  as  good   as  the  original  six  dol- 
lars in  1789.     It  will  be  recollected  there  was  no 
money   that  we  could  take,  (it  is  true  there  were 
some  rags  manufactured  and  stamped,  which  we 
called  money.)  but  it  was  not  money.     I  thought 
then  It   we  had  depreciated   the  money  and  took 
the  value   of  the  six    dollars   per   day  in    '89,  it 
would  have  done  as  well  as  to  have  passed  the 
law  we  did. 

I  recollect,  about  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,    the    South    Carolina    Legislature    made   a 
scale  of  depreciation   in  which    they  allowed   (I 
believe)  fifty-two  and  a    h.ilf  continental  dollars 
for  one  of  silver.     By  reference  to  the  records  it 
will  be  seen   that   the  ten   last  sessions  upon  an 
average  at  six    dollars   per   day.  amounts   10   one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars.     The  ex- 
cess added    by   this  House   last   session   is  three 
hundred  and    ninety   dollars,  which  is  about  one 
cent  and  a  seventh  per  each  constituent  ;  say  put 
down  one  thousand  dollars  and  then  add  one  cent 
for  each  constituent,  there  being  thirty-five  thou- 
sand, make  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  lake 
the  seventh   of  three   hundred   and   fifty  dollars 
and  It  will   make  fifty  dollar> ;  add    the  whole 
tOBCther,  and  it  makes   fifteen    hundred  and  ten 
dollars.     I  cannot   believe   the   intelligent  people 
of  the  United    Stales   can  get   the  hydrophobia, 
neither  in   part  nor  in  whole,  lor  a   cent  and  a 
seventh  part  of  a  cent. 

Mr.  Speaker,  not  anticipating  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  gentlemen  to  raise  the  travelling  ex- 
penses, I   voted   for   nine  dollars,  but   have  now 
voted  against  it,  taking  eight  dollars  lor  ray  min- 
imum ;  to  give  eight  dollars  for  travelling  every 
twenty  miles,  and   eight  dollars  lor  every  day  in 
session,  will  make,  in  amount,  nearly  the  fifteen 
hundred  dollars.     If,  therefore,  that  sum  can  be 
obtained,  I  will  vote  for  the  bill   now  before  us  ; 
if  It  cannot  be  obtained.   I  will  vote  against  the' 
whole  bill.     The  enlightened  of  my  constituents, 
with  whom  I  have  conversed  for  the  most   part! 
say  they  are  willing  the  sum  should  be  ten  dol-^ 
lars  per  day.     Gentlemen  say   they    believe  the 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  is  nothing  more  than  jus- 
tice,  but  that  the   voice  of  the  people  must  be 
obeyed.    1  respect  the  voice  of  the  people,  and 
would  obey  it  iu   a  certain  degree,  but  deny  the 
people  have   given  any  formal  or  Constitutional 
voice  upon  the  subject.     If  those  gentlemen  (that 
say  the  people)  would  examine  every  indiviiiual, 
they  would   find  a   majority   tnat   would    not  be 
willing  to  give  three  dollars  per  day.     1  do  verily 
believe  there  are  but  a  few  enlightened  charac- 
ters (compared   to   the  great   mass)  that  govern 
the  rest;  it   is    their    voice  1    would   accede  to. 
Some  lime  before   I  left  home   1    was  informed 
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from  a  respectable  source  that  a  certain  person 
in  conversation  did  me  the  honor  to  mention  my 
name  as  one   who   voted    for   the   compen-sation, 
■  nd  said  he  would   be    willing   to  allow  two  dol- 
lars per  day.  and  no  more.     1   do  not  wish  to  ex- 
cite levity,  as  a  sincere  solemnity   becomes  the 
selected  wisdom  of  the  United  States,  when  act- 
ing on  their   important   bu.-iness  ;   but   will   give 
you   another  fact:  There  were   several   persons 
together    at    a    neighbor's    house;    the    neighbor 
wishing  10  mark  some  o(  his  hogs,  examined  the 
almanac  to  find    when   the  dog  days   would  ex- 
pire, and.  when   he   could  not   find   them,    swore 
that   Congress   had  destroyed   all   the  dog   days, 
and  that  my>elf  was  the  instigator;  for  which  I 
should  never  come  here  again.     Is  this  the  voice 
of  the   people?     Every    possible  step   has    been 
taken  to    ferment    by  unjust   definitions  and   by 
positive  fabrication,  but  I  believe  the  vociferous 
cry  of  the  enlightened  is.  change  the  mode.  Gen- 
tlemen say  the  Congress  of  1789  did  not  intend 
a    compensation   for   services   rendered,    but    for 
their  expenses  only.     I    beg  the  liberty  of  differ- 
ing in   opinion   with    them.     Let   it  be   remem- 
bered we  had  just  passed  through  a  heavy   and 
disastrous  war,  when  the  last  farthing  was  spent 
and  the  nation  involved,  with  a  he.ivy  debt  hang- 
ing over  our  heads.     It   Will   alvo  be  recollected 
that    our    houses    were    plundered,    plantations 
burned,  catile  hamstringed,  and  almost  every  ves- 
tige of  property  taken  off,  and  from  those  patriots 
ol    the  Revolution   who   bought   our   liberties  at 
the  price  of  blood  and  treasure,  and  for  which  they 
have  never   been    paid,  nor   can    they    be    paid. 
Money  was   then    truly  valuable,  and  six   dollars 
per  day  was  an  ample  compensation.     The  Con- 
gress ol   '89,  from  viewing  the  changes  that  had 
existed    in    other    countries,    knew    that    similar 
causes   would  exist  here,  at  some  period  which 
would  produce  similar  effects,  therefore  left  it  in 
the  Consutuiion  for  every  Congress  to   exercise 
their  dikcretion,  and  according  to  circumstances 
award  iheir  own  compen^atlon.     This,  however 
Irom  delicacy,  was  neglected  until  necessity  made 
u  a  duty.     They,  therefore,  allowed  themselves 
the  nominal  amount  of  fifteen    hundred  dollars 
and  changed  the  mode.  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  but  have  paid 
some   attention    to    books    and    legal   decisions; 
that,  together  with  the   Constitution  which  lies 
before  me,  induces  me   to  believe  this  House  is 
not  competent,  Constitutionally,  to  pass  any  law 
on  the  subject  that  could  take  effect  until  the 
next  session.     It  will  be  recollected  by  this  House 
that  we  are  not  a  corporate  body  by  voluntary 
obligation,  or    by   articles   of  organization,  sub- 
scribed  to.     ll   they    were,  they    for  themselves 
could  pass  any  act  they  pleased,  and  give  it  effect 
when  they  pleased;  but  the  law  of  last  session, 
applying  to  the   year  and    recognising  individu- 
als, does,  iu  my  humble  opinion,  vest  an  individ- 
ual right  in  each  member  on  this  floor,  commenc- 
ing   wiih    the   first    Monday  in    December  last, 
which  right  this  House  have  not  powi  r  to  impair. 
The  compens^atioa  for  last  year  was  due  the 
4th  of  March  past,  and  the  vested  right  of  each 
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ipdividu^l  becomes  due  the  4lb  of  Marcb  next. 
VVhy   no^  then,  dispense   with   the  bill?     If  it 
L'oes  not  i;arry  at   the  eight  dollars  per  day,  and 
"eight  dolfus  for  every  twenty  miles,  I  will  vote 
Against  iti  for  I  never  will  vote  a  sum  to  myself, 
iiod  beliete  it  just,  that  I  would  not  give  to  ray 
fhonorahl«  successor ;  but  it  will  be  said  they  have 
jrickedly  inflamed  the  people  for  the  purpose  of 
^riding  io!D  popularity  at   the  expense  of  others, 
[lie  it  so;  it  is  yet  better  to  feed  five  dogs  than  to 
'rish  on«*  child.     In  this  expression   I   have  no 
lUision  to  any  one  on  this  floor.     There  are  a 
^.uraber  o/  valuable  gentlemen  on  this  floor  that 
\w\\\  coint  again,  perhaps  some   may  be  elected 
.bo  their  piedges  to  their  constituents  to  repeal  the 
j^aw  ofcoropensation  to  members  of  Congress  who 
)May  not^e  worth  fifteen   shillings,  they  may  lo 
'[»ct  be  filfeen  hundred  dollars  worse  than  noth- 
>f»g,  but  sTfiil  I  should  be  glad  the  law  now  about 
>>  be  rept5iled.  should   be  left   to   the  next  Con- 
pre>s,  th,.t  they  might  have   the   whole  of  the 
konor — they  coming  immediately  from  the  peo- 
ile,  as  w;;Tra  as  a  newly-cooked  mess  of  pottage, 
[when  theif  might  pas^  a  law  which  would  amal- 
,»^amate  wvth  the  wishes  of  the  people.     The  peo- 
ple will  cv'ok  them   to   their  own  mind.     With 
jfpspect  to;insH-uc!ions.  and  obedience  to  instruct- 
^f?*'.  '  ^°°f  *"'J  respect  all  my  friends,  and  freely 
,^ciprocafce  with  them  at  my  own  liou.se  or  theirs, 
^^t  in  m>iotficial  capacity  I   determine  to  know 
.^toiolhing   Irut  my  duty— the  duty  assigned  to  me 
jfty  the  Cojisiuution  which  Tarn  swornlo  preserve. 
.,  .  Mr.  PiycE.Ns,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  having 
rvUeen    necfs>arily   prevented  /rom   recordin^^   hil 
ytote  on  the  que>tions  for  filling   the   blank',  he 
tjwould  exfress  his  opinion  in  a  few  words.     The 
yjproper  amtjunt  of  compensaiion  for  members  of 
v-^his  body  .s  in  itself  a  plain  quest. on.  and  should 
*^e  determined  by  the  same  rule  which  regulates 
♦jibe  wage^of  persons  performing  other  services  ; 
*^y  asking^the  question,  how  much  would  be  con- 
sidered a  <air  >atisfaclion  for  any  other  service 
Urquiring)hesame>kill.  integrity,  and  attention? 
.)f  what  i^ass  (asked  Mr.  P.)  were  the  duties  of 
[lepresen,.«tive>  in  Congress?     They  were  such 
Iiat  if  tht  best  talents  of  the  country  were  not 
Iways  rM]uisite,  the   best  talents  are  certainly 
i,»aol  too  ^od  to  be   employed    in  directing  the 
tiational  cpncern?. 

V  And  w.'uld  ihe  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
vper  annum  be  extravagant  as  a  compensation  to 
:.^uy  agent;  either  public  or  private,  requiring  the 
^'j#ime  skill-,  integrity,  and  attention,  and  subjected 
::lip  the  .«;ai|ie  expenses  and  s;.crifice5  ?  N'o  gen- 
..i^eman  hi->  pretended  to  say  that  six  dollars  per 
^t|ay  was  ja  sufficient  compensation  for  the  ser- 
C^-ices  of  a,  member,  though  it  might  more  than 
fefray  hi«expenses. 

And  al{  agree  that  fifteen   hundred  dollars  a 
■ear  is  nc,  too  much.     Being  of  this  opinion,  and 
nowing  Jihat    the  Constitution  expressly  gave 
Congress  ;he  power  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
•compensation  of  its  members,  1   took  on  myself 
Rhe  responsibility  of  voting  for  the  law  of  last 
r-ession.     I  am  siill  of  the  same  opinion  I   was 
Ijihen,  and, .-while  1  am  willing  to  change  the  mode 

I        i 


iDio  a  daily  sum.  I  am  in  favor  of  such  a  sum  as 
will  be  about  equivalent  to  the  same  compensa- 
tion in  amount.  Believing  that  eight  dollars  per 
day  would  be  very  nearly  such  a  sum,  I  shall 
vote  for  that  amount,  and,  if  present,  would  have 
voted  for  filling  the  blank  with  nine. 

Oq  this  subject,  more  than  any  other,  has  the 
popular  opinion  been  brought  into  view.  And  as 
It  13  usual  to  call  into  nonce  the  sentiments  of  our 
constituents,  I  will  be  e.xcuied  m  mentioning  the 
opinions  of  the  people  1  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. In  my  opinion,  they  do  not  difler  much 
from  the  opinions  elsewhere  expressed.  But  this 
1  have  the  pleasure  of  saying,  that  my  immediate 
constituents  have  exercised  their  opinions  with 
so  much  temperance  and  decent  consideration 
that  I  feel  bound  to  pay  the  highest  respect  to  their 
wishes.  So  far  as  I  have  learnt  their  opinions  on 
the  law  in  question,  they  do  not  object  to  the  in- 
creased amount  of  pay,  but  to  the  salary  mode. 
In  this  respect,  I  think  their  ideas  are  correct.  I 
would  at  last  session  have  preferred  a  daily  in- 
crease, but  no  such  plan  was  presented,  and  no 
other  prospect  of  an  increase,  but  in  the  mode 
adopted.  While  I  doubted  whether  that  mode 
would  suit  as  well.  I  considered  it.  what  it  has 
proved  lo  be,  an  experiment,  always  capable  of 
being  repealed  whenever  its  inutility  was  discov- 
ered ;  and  therefore  I  deemed  the  mode  of  little 
importance. 

Through  respect  to  my  own  opinion,  as  well  as 
that  of  my  constituents,  I  am  desirous  of  chang- 
ing the  pay  to  a  per  diem  allowance;  but,  in  do- 
ing this,  I  am  unwilling  to  reduce  the  pay  of  those 
who  will  serve  hereatter,  materially  lower  than 
the  present  amount,  but  rather  leave  it  for  them 
to  establish  for  themselves.     The  character  of  this 
body  ought  to  be  noticed  wiih  more  concern  than 
individual  respouMbility.     Individuals  may  shape 
a  course  for  themselves,  which  they  deem  con- 
sistent and  justifiable,  but  this  is  not  a  matter 
noticed  by  foreigners,  or  in  future  times.     With- 
out remarking  what  persons  voted  on  the  respec- 
tive sides,  now  and  at  the  last  session,  the  act  will 
be  viewed  in  the  gross— one  session  adopting  a 
measure,  and  the  next  shuffling  back.     Some  gen- 
tlemen talk  of  a  retrospective  repeal  of  the  law. 
If  such  course  be  at  all  proper,  we  ought  not  to 
stop  with  the  first  of  this  session,  but  reach  back 
to  the  beginning  of  the  law,  as  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.     The  refunding,  for  a 
lew  weeks  of  this  session,  will  show  an  obvious 
wish  to  save  appearances.     It  will  be  more  ab- 
surd still:  It  will  be  tantamount  to  an  admi.ssion 
of  immorality  in  the  passage  of  the  law,  and  in 
receiving  the  wages  under  it.     For,  having  a  pro- 
perty vested  m  the  compensation,  lor  whTch  ser- 
vices have  already  been   rendered,   nothing  can 
impair  our  title  to  it  but  a  want  of  equity. 

There  appears  some  delicacy  in  one  point— the 
object  of  the  law  being  the  benefit  of  those  who 
passed  it.  This  at  first  appeared  objectionable  to 
me.  When,  however,  it  is  considered  that  this 
is  the  only  body  competent  by  the  Constitution 
to  make  such  provision,  it  cannot  be  improper 
when  the  amount  is  reasonable.    Several  of  the 
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State  Legislatures  fix  their  own  pay  at  each  ses- 
sion. This  is  the  case  in  North  Carolina.  The 
members  there  are  paid  in  no  other  way.  but  by 
their  own  resolution  at  the  same  session,  h  is 
true,  they  rarely  differ  in  the  rate  of  pay.  but  it  is 
the  same  in  principle  and  in  character  with  the 
law  of  the  last  session  of  Congresj^. 

In  the  course  of  my  experience,  I  have  never 
given  a  vole  more  conscientious  than  that  of  last 
session  in  favor  of  this  law.  I  thought  it  right, 
an  J  the  amount  rather  under  than  over  the  fair 
compensation.  I  thought  it  expedient  for  reasons  , 
explained  fully  by  other  gentlemen,  and  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  this  subject;  and. 
under  these  impre.ssions,  I  met  the  responsibility 
ol  supporting  it  with  my  vote. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that  so 
much  had  already  been  said  upon  this  subject, 
he  was  aware  he  could  offer  no  sufficient  apology 
for  occupying  the  time  of  the  House,  at  this  la°te 
period  of  the  debate,  with  any  remarks  of  his. 
He  trusted,  however,  he  should  be  indulged  a  few 
moments,  while  he  briefly  assigned  the  reasons 
and  motives  which  would  determine  his  vote. 

I  would  not  have  risen  now,  said  Mr.  E.,  if  it 
were  not  for  a  remark  which  fell  from  my  wor- 
thy colleague  (Mr.  Pickens)  who  just  sat  down. 
Sir,  misrepresentation  has  been  fashionable  on 
this  subject.  Opinions  and  motives  have  been 
ascribed  to  gentlemen,  which  I  most  conscien- 
tiously believe  were  never  felt  or  entertained.  It 
IS  that  my  motives  and  my  opinions  may  not  rest 
upon  conjecture— may  not  be  mistaken— that  I 
ask  this  stiort  indulgence.  The  gentleman  has 
said,  that  he  has  not  heard  the  opinion  that  six 
dollars  per  day  was  sufficient  for  the  support  of 
members,  advanced  in  this  House.  Sir.  1  voted 
for  that  sum;  1  deemed  it  sufficient.  Does  the 
gentleman  believe,  that,  if  I  thought  a  higher  sum 
necessary,  I  woulJ  shrink  from  my  duty?  that  I 
would  entertain  one  opinion  and  express  another 
by  my  vote  ? 

[Here  Mr.  Pickens  explained,  that  it  was  not 
sufficient  compensation  for  services,  as  well  as  for 
support.] 

1  did  not  understand  my  friend  so  perfectly 
before.  I  thought  his  remark  calculated  to  make 
improper  impressions. 

i  wa.«:,  .Mr.  Speaker,  favorable  to  the  bill  re- 

r)rted  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  because 
believed  the  pay  proposed  to  be  given  by  it  am- 
ply sufficient  for  the  genteel  and  comfortable  main- 
tenance of  a  member  here  alone.  Beyond  that 
sum,  1  am  not  prepared  at  this  time  to  say  we 
ought  to  go.  It  IS  this  principle  by  which  I  shall 
be  guided  in  my  vote.  It  governed  me  at  the  last 
session  ;  it  remains  unchanged.  And  I  submit  to 
gentlemen,  if  ihey  increase  the  compensation  so 
high  as  to  make  it  a  moneyed  consideration  to 
the  low  and  grovelling  mind— I  know  it  could  not 
be  so  to  honorable  minds— so  high  as  to  exceed 
the  measure  ot  expenses  only  ;  if  ihey  would  not 
hold  out  a  reward  to  exertion,  stratagem,  and  in- 
trigue, in  your  elections;  to  that  course  of  con- 
duct which  the  man  of  high  and  elevated  feelings 
worthy   to  be  enrolled  among  your  statesmen' 


would  disdain  to  stoop  to  ;  and  instead  of  putting 
better  materials  into  this  body,  would  have  the 
opposite  effect.  I  humbly  conceive  such  would 
be  the  case. 

But,  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (.Mr.  Calhoun)  that  this  increased  com- 
pensation would  open  the  door  to  preferment,  to 
honors,  and   lo  distinction,  wide;  that   it   would 
enable  men  of  all  ranks  and  grades  in  life  to  come 
here.     Sir.  this  is  a  desirable  object,  and  I  should 
rejoice  to  see  it  attained;  but  if  the  compen-satioa 
IS  to  indemnify  the  losses  and  sacrifices  occasioned 
by  absence  from  professional  or  domestic  pursuits, 
as  well  as  compensation   for  services,  I  cannot 
believe   that  the  pitiful  sum  of  fifteen   hundred 
dollars,  or  a  per  diem  equal  to   it,  would   effect 
that  object.     Besides,  we  have  no  data  by  which 
to  fix  on  an  adequate  compensation  for  that  pur- 
pose.   The  sacrifices  which  some  gentlemen  make, 
are  tar  greater  than  those  of  others.     The  highest 
pay  would   scarcely  remunerate  some.     Taking, 
then,  the  principle  I  set  out  with,  that  the  com- 
pensation should  be  fully  sufficient  for  the  com- 
fortable and  genteel  support  of  members,  and  their 
reward  Ihe  distinction  and  honor  of  their  stations, 
I  must  vote  against  the  proposition   to  fill   the 
blank  with  eight  dollars,  and  in  favor  of  that  of 
SIX,  if  a  should  again  be  made. 

As  to  the  question  of  the  right  of  instruction, 
about  which  we  have  heard  so  much,  I  will  not 
trespass  upen  the  patience  of  the  House  with 
any  remarks  of  mine.  I  leave  that  to  be  decided 
by  those  who  have  received  instructions.  When 
I  shall  receive  any,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  wanting 
in  that  respect  and  consideration  for  them,  to 
which  the  high  and  respectable  source  from  which 
they  come  entitle  them.  I  shall  never  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  public  will ;  to  that  I  shall  always 
hold  myself  accountable.  My  constituents,  how- 
ever, have  not  instructed  me  upon  this  subject. 
They  are  not  to  be  agitated  by  every  little  gale — 
and  ray  only  wish  is,  that  upon  this,  and  every 
other  occasion,  my  conduct  may  be  such  as  to 
promote  their  interests,  and  the  interests  of  my 
country. 

Mr.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  said,  he  asked  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  short  time,  while 
he  endeavored  to  explain  his  views  of  the  sub- 
ject. Ic  was  to  be  remarked  that  most  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  spoken,  seemed  to  concede 
that  the  law  of  the  last  session  did  not  grant  too 
high  a  compensation  to  the  members  of  Congress, 
but  their  opposition  to  it  arose  from  a  different 
source;  that  the  people  were  against  it;  their 
voice  had  been  heard,  and  must  be  obeyed.  Be- 
fore entering  into  this  subject,  before  inquiring 
into  the  right  of  the  constituent  to  instruct  his 
Representative,  and  the  obligatory  force  of  such 
instruction,  Mr.  C.  begged  to  know  what  evi- 
dence tliere  was  of  such  instructions.  It  was  not 
pretended  that  any  precise  and  written  instruc- 
tions had  been  given  :  it  was  implied.  From 
what  ?  The  noise  and  clamor  which  had  been 
excited  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other? 
Is  this  such  an  expression  of  the  public  will  as 
ought  to  be  regarded  by  any  wise  or  prudeat 
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llrv^n '?     Hj^  hopf  d  the  time  was  not  yet  come 
•""a^en  the  Jollies  and  passions  of  the  people  were 
'  be  flatured  in  this  House.     The  calm  and  de- 
erate  o;*nions  of  the  people  ought  always  to 
receivrfJ   with   great  respect   and  coosidera- 
nn.     In  aj|l  cases  of  doubtful   policy,  where  the 
Jiind   of  -#ie    Representative    was    equally  bal- 
[aced,  or  <d   matters  of  minor  importance,  be 
(milted  r^iat  those   opinions  ought  to  turn  the 
ale.     Bui    '"    ""    great    questions    of  national 
Dcern,  a^d  he  believed  this  to  be  one  of  these 
estions,  (he  Representative  should  not  give  up 
e  clear  c-'nvictions  of  his  own  conscience  and 
^dgment,  ^nd  sacrifice  them  on  the  altar  of  pop- 
liar  opinion.     A  contrary  doctrine  so  far  debased 
jle  Repreffntative  below  his  true  character,  that 
*■  could  n(>t  entertain  it.     But  have  not  clamor 
»»d  noise  ijeen  mistaken  for  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
e  ?    A  fe\ir  designing,  ambitious,  and  intriguing 
en  have  i3t  so  much  in  their  power  to  produce 
exciten,«ent  which  may  be  readily  mistaken 
^>  public  ^sentiment,  that  he  must  have  belter 
.yidence  iKan  he  had  yet  seen  to  induce  him  to 
•v4W'f^«  'ha^  the  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
•iintry  wejre  opposed  to  the  law  of  last  session, 
pe  clamo^^of  the  few  may  be  mistaken  for  the 
ice  of  tht;  many.     He  knew  it  from  observa- 
3   and  ncent  experience.     It  was  not  neces- 
nf  for  hirrj  to  say  in  that  House,  how  this  eflfect 
s  to  be  produced.     It  was  sufficient  only  to 
»erve.  th;^  those  in  opposition  to  any  measure 
^i»  always  ^more  violent  than  those  who  assent 
-;:it ;  and  I'lat  the  bu.>y  activity  of  the  former  is 


^rceived  ;|nd  fell,  while  the  passiveness  of  the 
^ier  IS  unobserved.    He  did  not,  therefore,  think 
^  I  there  l.^d  been   that  cool  and  dispassionate 
'rression  ff  the  general  disapprobation  of  this 
Vy.  which  jaught  to  guide   the   most  ambitious 
|,«ierer  ol -the   people;  much  more  a  man  who 
leertained  sentiments  such  as  he  did. 
i-lJut,  on  tijis  doctriue  of  instruction,  which  he 
i  believtjid  had  been  exploded  by  all  thinking 
lA  enlightened  men  in  this  country,  but  which 
now  satv   revived  and  most  anxiously  sup- 
ifted,  he  yould  wish   lo   enter  his  dissent,  and 
ign  his  rrasons.     It  is  said  that  ihe  people  are 
;^.ereign,  r.nd  that  all  authority  resides  in  them. 
Viis  IS  notitrue  in  the  extent  that  is  laid  down. 
■i^    peopl-    did    possess    unqualified    sovereign 
an(i  all   power  emanates  and  is  derived 
them.     But  when  they  met  in  convention 
heir   delegates,   they   consented   lo,  and  did 
•'-*,'l  with,  (*.r  their  own  benefit  and  security,  cer- 
<i  porlior*^  of  their  authority.     What  they  have 
i  grantei,  they  have  reserved  to  themselves, 
tht.  powers  delegated   is  that  of  le^isla 


>iwer 


^.^ong  w,.j  .  - ^..,„ 

IwT.     The. Constitution,  which  is  equally  obli<»- 
on   tf.'.?  people  as  on   Congress,  until  it  Is 


k>ry  on  tf.,?  people  as  on  Congi 
|rred  in  tl'e  form  prescribed  by  tl 
Hares    ih^it    "all    legislative    p 


unti 

liat  instrument. 

-     powers    therein 

snted  shajl  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  Uni- 

|1  Slates,  jvhich  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and 

,'use  of  iSepresentaiives."     Certain  oiher  por- 

fos  of  aruihority  are  granted  to  the  President. 

tio  has  lute  execution  of  all   laws,  and  to  the 

^diciary  it«e  duly  of  expounding  ihem.  AmoD<» 

1 
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the  powers  granted  to  Confrress  i«  that  of  fixing 
their  own  compensation.  What  right,  he  would 
ask.  have  the  people  to  interfere  in  this  matter 
and  instruct  their  Representatives,  where  they 
have  parted  with  all  authority  on  the  subject  ? 
But  the  honorable  Speaker  has  taken  a  distinc- 
tion, which  has  been  adopted  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Tvlek.)  which 
both  of  them  have  totally  failed  to  support.  It 
IS  this,  that  although  generally  the  people  have 
on  all  subjects  the  right  to  instruct,  and  the  Rep- 
resentative is  bound  to  obey,  yet  that  he  would 
not  be  bound  by  instructions  which  would  lead 
him  to  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  the 

reasoning   of  the   gentleman  from  Virginia 

[Here  Mr.  Tyler  explained,  and  said,  that  the 
Representative  would  not  be  bound  to  violate 
the  Constitution,  because  it  was  of  higher  au- 
thority than  the  instructions  themselves,  and  the 
people  in  such  case  having  no  right  to  do  the 
things  themselves,  could  not  instruct  others  to  do 
It  for  them.j  Mr.  C.  said  he  took  the  gentle- 
man's explanation,  and  in  making  it,  he  had 
abandoned  the  whole  argument,  and  every  inch 
of  ground  on  which  he  could  maintain  himself. 

The  Representative   is  not   bound  by  instruc- 
tions to  violate  the   Constitution,   because   those 
who  instruct  him.  having  no  power  to  do  the  act 
themselves,   cannot   instruct   others  to  do  it  for 
them.     He  would  ask,  can  the  people  make  laws? 
Is  nut  that  one  of  the  powers  of  which  they  have 
divested  themselves  by  the  Constitution,  which 
they   have   confided    lo   Congre.ss?     And   while 
that  Constitution  remains  unaltered,  are  they  not 
equally  bound    by   it  with   the  Representative? 
Does   not  the   gentleman's  argument  prove  it? 
They  cannot  violate  the  Constitution,  and  there- 
lore  cannot  make  others  do  it.     What  then  be- 
comes of  the  distinction  ?     Does  it  not  prove  the 
absurdity  of  the  whole  argument  ?     If  this  right 
to  instruct  exists,  it  must  be  a  perfect,  absolute, 
and  unconditional  right;  and  if  it  exists  in  any 
case  It  exists  in  all   cases.     Were  a  majority  of 
this  nation   here  assembled,  they  could  enact  no 
one  law.     They  have  parted  with  that  portion  of 
their  authority  to  Congress,  and  having  no  right 
to  act  ol  themselves  (to  use  the  gentleman's  own 
words)  they  cannot  instruct  us  to  act  for  them; 
if  they  attempt  it,  their  instructions  are  not  ob- 
ligatory.    Sir,  to  what  a  degrading  situation  does 
this    doctrine   reduce    the     Representative!     It 
makes  turn  a  mere  machine.     The  wise  intent  of 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  is  frustrated  by 
It.     They  meant  that  the  people  of  this  country 
should  elect  the   wisest   and   best  men  to  enact 
their  laws;  men  who  could  discern    the  public 
good,  and  discerning  it  would  steadily  pursue  it, 
regardless  of  any  temporary  excitement  which 
might   be  produced   by  mistaken   notions  of  the 
subj.  ct.     Of  what  avail  is  it   that  we  are  here 
assembled,  and  gravely  deliberate  upon  and  dis- 
cuss subjects,  if  we  are  not  to  act  according  to 
our    own  judgments?     It    is   a    waste   of  time. 
Wisdom,  talents,  and  integrity  are  useless.     He 
would  repeat,  that  he  would  always  regard  the 
wishes  ol  his  constituents  with    the  highest  re- 
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spect ;  but  when  he  had  once  made  up  his  mind 
on  any  question  of  great  national  policy,  no  con- 
sideration would  induce  him  to  surrender  his 
conscience  to  their  keeping.  With  the  powers 
of  judging  in  matters  of  legislation,  under  the 
Constitution,  his  constituents"  had  surrendered  to 
him  all  authority;  and  he  would  not  so  far  be- 
tray the  trust  which  they  had  reposed  in  him,  as 
to  give  up  the  conscientious  convictions  of  his 
own  mind  for  those  of  any  body  of  men  however 
numerous.  The  people  have  an  ample  security 
in  their  own  hands — the  right  of  frequent  elec- 
tions. This  is  the  only  power  which  they  have 
reserved,  and  they  will  use  it  when  it  suits  them. 
Other  arguments  had  been  urged  by  other  gen- 
tlemen illustrative  of  the  opinion  which  he  main- 
tained, but  which  It  would  be  needless  and  unbe- 
coming in  him  to  repeat. 

Upon  the  policy  of  the  law  of  the  last  session. 
he  would  say  nothing.  Everything  had  been 
said  by  others  which  was  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject. On  all  sides  it  seemed  to  be  admitted  that 
the  compensation  was  not  too  high;  but  some 
thought  It  was  necessary  to  repeal  the  law  to 
appease  the  people.  He  thought  differently. 
The  people's  reason  would  appease  them  ;  and 
he  believed  the  time  was  not  distant  when  this  I 
law,  now  represented  as  so  odious,  would  become  1 
the  favorite  of  the  people.  ' 

Mr.  Tyler  said,  that  nothing  but  his  respect  ; 
for  the  talents  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  i 
(Mr.  Grosvenor,)  could  induce  him  to  trouble  j 
the  House  with  any  further  remarks  on  this  sub-  i 
ject.     Nothing  but  the  high  estimation  in  which  ! 
he   held    the   gentleman    from   South    Carolina.  I 
(Mr.  Calhoun,)  could  have  prevailed  on  him  to  I 
have  said  anything,  at  any  time,  on  it.     But  he  i 
could  not  but  have  regarded  himself  as  commit-  ' 
ting  treason  against  the  people,  to  have  remained  ' 
silent    when    one    of  their   greatest    rights    was 
brought  in  question.     He  unexpectedly°saw  that 
the  lew  remarks  he  had   submitted  had  arrayed 
against  him.  he  said,  many  aged  and  experienced 
members.     Mr.  T.  acknowledged  that  he  had  to 
combat  upon  very  unequal  ground.     Not  to  travel 
back  to  days  of  fiction,  he  said,  for  a  comparison 
he  would  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that  he  was 
but  a  gunboat  opposed  to  a  seventy-four.     Al- 
though he  acknowledged  his  inferiority,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  yield  without  at  least  exchanging 
one  shot.     Mr.  T.  said  he  reciprocated  with  pleas- 
ure the  assurances  he   had  received  that  morn- 
ing, from  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Grosve.nor.)  of  his  not  having  intended  to  utter 
anything  ol  a  personal  nature.     He  said  he  did 
not  come  to  that  House  to  give  offence  to  any 
man.     It  was  not  the  way  in  which  a  great  na- 
tional question  was  to  be  settled.     Mr.  T.  then 
proceeded   to    reply  tj   some   of  the  arguments 
offered    by    a   gentleman    from    Delaware,   (Mr. 
Clayton,)  and  denied  that  the  people  had  sur- 
rendered all  their  rights  by  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.     The  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware bad  asked  if  the  people  could  now  assem- 
ble and  pass  laws?     Mr.  T.  acknowledged  they 


could  not  without  altering  theConstitution.  which 


he  contended  they  had  a  right  to  do  whenever 
I  the  public  good  was  defeated   by  a  longer  con- 
tinuance thereof     If  the  Government  was  a  sim- 
ple democracy,  the  people  would  act  for  them- 
selves.    They  had,   however,  preferred  a  repre- 
sentative democracy,  and  instead  of  assembling 
iliemselves,  had  deputed  agents  to  act  for  them. 
Not  only,  said  he.   have  they  a  right  to  control 
these  agents,  but  he  contended  they  had  n  right 
to  strike   from   existence  the  very  constitutioQ 
under  which  these  agents  acted.     He  said  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenor) 
had,  with  a  triumphant  air,  held  up  the  Consti- 
tution and  demanded  if  the  right  of  instructioQ 
was  to  be  found  there.     Mr.  T.   inquired  if  in- 
deed, all  his  political  ideas  had  been  drawn  from 
a  wrong  source?     He  supposed  that,  although  a 
yqung  man,  he  had  become  or  was  becoming  old 
fashioned  in  his  politics.     He  said  that  he  had  al- 
!  ways  understood  that  what  powers  were  not  ex- 
;  pressly  given  by  the  Constitution,  were  retained 
i  He  would  ask,  then,  where  had  the  right  to  in- 
j  struct  been  yielded  up  by  the  people?     He  in- 
{  quired  it   the  right  of  the  States  to  elect  a  gor- 
i  ""°'''  *^v  was  reserved   in  that  Constitution? 
I  >V  hether  the  Cotistitution  secured  to  each  citizen 
I  the  right  to  pursue  any  avocation  that  best  suited 
I  his  fancy?     Mr.  T.  denied   that  the  gentlemaa 
I  (Mr.  UH03VEN0R)  was  a   representative  ofVir- 

Fif'^'n?',  '>f*^'  ^^  ^^^  °°^  *  representative  of  his 
j  (Mr.  T.  s)  district.     He  begged  to  be  permitted  to 
I  represent  his  own  district  on  this  floor.     Mr.  T 
j  said  that,  however  much  pleased  his  constituents 
might  be  to  be  represented  by  a  gentleman  of  Mr. 
G.  s  talents,  yet  that  they  would  not  like  to  be 
represented  by  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  G.'s  political 
opinions.     He  protested  that  he  had  no  idea  of 
offending  the  sensibility  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  but  that  he  must  be  permitted  to  sav 
that  himself  and  that  gentleman  differed  as  widely 
upon  this  subject  as  the  north  from  the  south. 
What  IS  the  benefit  of  having  representatives,  Mr. 
1 .  inquired,  from  each  of  the  States,  from  every 
district  m  the  State  ?     Why,  sir,  said  he,  that  the 
voice  of  the  people  from  every  section  may  be 
represented  on  this  floor,  that  the  member  inay 
possess  a  fellow  feeling  for  his  constituents;  that 
he  may  come  charged  with  their  wishes,  and  pre- 
pared to  support  those  wishes. 

He  did  not  think  the  gentleman  had  represent- 
ed his  ideas  fairly,  when  he  proceeded  to  reason 
upon  his  supposed  cases,  of  some  twenty  or  thirty 
persons  having  assembled  in  each  county  of  his 
district  and  voted  instructions.  Mr.  T.  said  that 
he  fortunately  did  not  represent  persons  who  were 
of  the  character  described  by  the  gentleman.  He 
represented  high-minded  men,  who  could  not  be 
misled  by  demagogues.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  dis- 
tinctly reasoned  upon  the  supposition  that  a  ma- 
jority of  his  constituents  instructed  him. 

Mr.  T.  then  proceeded  to  remark  that,  however 
willing  he  might  be  to  receive  advice  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  regard  to  his  private 
affairs,  yet  upon  this  subject  he  could  not  follow 
his  advice.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
cautioned  the  supporters  of  the  right  of  instrut- 
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ID  to  be;vare.  lest  they  should  be  found  sacri- 
cing  to  ;tn    idol.     He  would  take  the  liberty  of 
Uutioning^  the  gentleman  against  the  same  thing. 
f>jot  a  sattfifice,  said   he,  offered  on  the  altar  of 
^liiblic  got^J.  but  one  of  a  more  narrow  and  li'mit- 
^^  nature— self-pride.     He  had  no  hesitation,  he 
tUid,  in  dwlaring  his  preference  to  the  first  idol, 
Jridols  wcmust  have,  rather  than  the  last. 
,  iln  what._inanner,  according  to  genileraenV  ideas, 
Ir^id  Mr.  '^.,  are  the  people  to  address  this  House 
Wdo  genlSemen  require  that  they  should  use  the 
'  laeuage  ^f  supplication  ;  that  they  should  crawl 
line  dus|  to  this  House,  to  beg  and  pray  your 
/jgh  mightinesses  to  yield  to  their  wishes?     Is 
cometrt  this,   he   asked?     Shall  we,  who  are 
\!)i  their  servants,  hold  out  such  language  to  them, 
•for  one,  lie  said,  enter  my  most  solemn  protest 
Uainst  it.     No,  sir,  the  people  of  this  country  are 
be  sovereigns  of  this  country.     They  will  not 
jiree  to  address  you  as  slaves,  but  as  the  masters 
^f  the  country.     The  gentleman  from  New  York 
hjis  ackntrwledged  that  with  the  people  resides 
J^3e  sovereign  power,  and  yet,  in  the  next  breath, 
Ji^  adranfi^s  an   argument  which  goes  to  show 
-t|at  their  .overeignty  consists  alone  in  the  miser- 
5«le  powe;  of  turning  out  their  Representatives 
l^the  lerniinalion  of  their  period  ol  service.     If 
Ljis  be  all  their  power,  they  are  no  better  than 
Ures,  and  the  members  of  this  House  are  their 
ich-mindcd  masters. 

[pir.  T.  preferred,  if  authorities  are  to  be  bor- 
|wed  froij  the  other  side  of  the  water,  to  refer 
,ck  to  th.f  days  of  purity  in  the  English  Parlia- 
ttent.  Tu  those  days  when  English  liberty  was 
ke  the  tree  of  the  forest,  and  not  to  times  when 
Lhad  becirfne  a  sickly  plant  that  withered  under 
he  influence  of  Court  corruption— to  the  times  of 
he  "IronrBarons,"  as  Lord  Chatham  emphati- 
V  caile^  them.  Then,  sir,  it  was  the  custom 
arliantent  to  cousult  with  the  people  before 
.ey  Totedi)n  any  measure.  You  find  them,  said 
Irf.  leaving'the  Parliament  and  returning  to  their 
^.nstiiuenvs  to  obtain  their  wishes.  It  was  those 
i^mes,  he  «aid,  which  had  furnished  the  gentle- 
yan  from  Tiew  York  the  opportunity  of  passing 
-  e  high  eiiomiums  upon  England  which  he  had 
elegautl^r  paid.  Your  common  law  is  the  off- 
ring  of  »hose  old  feudal  times.  It  is  not  the 
Mny  child-of  modern  and  corrupt  times,  but  the 
|:^ng,  sou*id,  and  athletic  offspring  of  the  period 
\  which  i|e  had  alluded— a  child  of  the  forest. 
pie  gentU^man  from  New  York  called  upon  him 
product^  the  evidence  that  Algernon  Sidney 
v^vocaied  »he  doctrine  of  the  right  of  instruction. 
Apnderstaid  him  thereby  as  denying  the  exist- 
*?ce  of  anf  such  aumoniy.  Upon  this  pomt  we 
f/e  at  i^suf,  and  here  is  my  proof. 
I^Here  M-.  T.  read, from  Burgh's  '-Political  Dis- 
<:|i;isitions,-.,a  quotation  from  Algernon  Sidney,  to 
Jtiive  that  fie  had  not  quoted  him  improperly--! 
IJH-  page  l'.A)-l.J     He  then  proceeded  to  inquire 

fiat  woul4  be  the  consequence  of  disobedience 
^instructions.  A  war  between  the  Kepresenta- 
taj"  ^Dtl  itie  people.  No  wise  man,  said  Mr.  T.. 
«4ll  deciar.  war  without  having  some  prospect  of 
!*jccess.     '^•^- "'  '  .    '.     .» 


1  bu  would  be  a  war  in  which  the  peo- 


ple would,  from  the  very  nature  of  thioffs,  ne- 
cessarily prevail.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T..  this  right  of 
instruction  has  been  consecrated  by  the  Revolu- 
tion. What,  he  asked,  produced  that  war?  The 
nriother  country  attempted  to  tax  the  people  of 
thiscountry  without  theirconsent.  Their  wishes 
were  not  represented  in  the  British  Parliament. 
They  had  no  agency  in  the  administration  of 
their  own  affairs.  The  result  is  well  known. 
Wise  men  ought  to  profit  by  experience.  He 
cautioned  gentlemen  to  beware  how  they  ques- 
tioned the  rights  of  ihe  people.* 

Mr.  Conner,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  the 
remarks  which    had  fallen  from    the    honorable 
gentleman  from  Souih  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun  ) 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  add  a  few  words  in 
regard  to  the  relation  which  he  conceived  a  Rep- 
resentative bore  to  the  people.     If  he  understood 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  took  the 
position,  that  the  Constitution  is  the  letter  of  in- 
struction, and  that  all  relation  of  a  Representa- 
tive to  his  constituents,  at  least  as  it  regards  au- 
thority, is  at  an  end  when  he  is  elected,  until  his 
term  expires.    He  said  it  was  immaterial,  whether 
the  people  had  the  absolute  legal  authority  to  annul 
an  election,  where  the  Representative  went  coun- 
ter to  their  voice  when   distinctly  expressed,  or 
whether  as  to  every  purpose  of  expediency  the 
Representative  was  bound  to  consult  their  views, 
and  as  to  every  practical    result  the  people  did 
retain  and  exercise  such  an  authority.     Scarcely 
on  any  subject  would  the  people  express  an  opin- 
ion so  distinctly  understood  as  not  to  b.?  mistaken, 
wiihouladeliberativeassemblage;  in  this  case  they 
had  done  it,  and  will  gentlemen  undertake  to  tay, 
that  on  a  question  of  mere  expediency,  more  espe- 
cially  as  It  regards  the  pay  to  the  Representa- 
tives, that  their  voice  is  to  be  entirely  disregard- 
ed?    He  regretted  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
did  not  reply  to  the  case  he  put.  as  it  respected 
war  with  a  lormidable  Power.     Do  I  understand 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  we   are    to  come 
into  this  House  personating  justice  blindfolded, 
and  in  all  cases  to  take  a  view  of  political  subjects, 
abstractedly  from  any  bearing  they  may  have  on 
the  will  ot  the  people  ?     If  a  land-tax .  an  excise, 
an   embargo,  or  war  are  proper,  levy  it,  whether 
the  people  coincide  in  its  propriety  or  not  ?    This 
is  a  fine   theory,  but  unfortunately  experience  is 
against  it ;  unfortunately  the  practice  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  againM  it.     Did  the  honora- 
ble gentleman,  when  he  gave  his  vote  for  war 
against  Great  Britain,  assume  this  tone  of  iode- 

'J"  t  P"^  °^  ^^^-  ^^08\enoi't  remarks,  as  publiahed 
m  the  .\aaonal  Intelligencer,  he  appears  to  have  un- 
dcrstood  ^.r.  Tyler  as  yielding  his  assent  to  a  proposi- 
tion  to  which  .Mr.  T.  authorizes  us  to  sute  he  did  not 
assent.  Mr.  G.  represenU  Mr.  T.  as  assenting  to  the 
proposition  that  he  would  surrender  his  conscience  to 
his  constituents.  Not  so.  One  of  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  Mr.  T.  to  resist  in.structions  going  to 
violate  the  Constitution,  is,  that  he  has  taken  an  oath 
to  support  that  instrument,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  discharges  his  oath  is  a  matter  purely  between  his 
God  and  himself.— Editors  A'.  /. 
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pcndence,  and  say.  this  war  has  become  neces- 
sary, and  it  is  my  duty  to  wage  it,  whether  the 
people   think  so  or  not,  whether  the  people  will 
My  or  not,  whether  the  people  will  fight  or  not  ? 
No,  sir,  it  was  an  essential  inquiry  with  the  gen- 
tleman. I  believe  it  from  his  own  declarations,  to 
ascertain  whether  the  people  had  arrived  at  such 
a  tone  of  indignation,  and  state  of  impatience 
with  the   injuries  under  which   they  were  writh- 
ing, that  they  would  be  willing  to  encounter  the 
dangers  and  privations  of  such  a  severe  conflict. 
Here  the  gentleman  reasoned  like  a  practical  pol- 
itician—yesterday— I  beg  his  pardon— with  great 
ingenuity,    (and    the   gentleman    never    reasons 
otherwise,)  but  in   this  instance  as  the  theorist. 
It  seems  that  Mr.  Burke  commenced  a  patriot, 
but  changed  his  politics,  and  became  a  pensioner. 
This,  said   Mr.  C.,  is  very   much   the  case  witl^ 
English  patriots,  *ince  the  days  of  Hampden  and 
Sidney.     It  was  the  case  with  John  Wilkes.    He 
did  not  not  mean  to  compare  Burke  with  Wilkes ; 
for   there  was  an    infinite   disproportion  both   be- 
tween the  talents  and  honesty  of  these  two  men. 
But   he  would   ask  whether  it  was  not  the  com- 
mon  experience  in    England,  for  men  of  talents 
to  enter  the  race  course  as  oppositionists,  as  pa- 
triots ?     The  stars  of  peerage  light  and  animate 
them   on   the    way.  and,  as"  the  chariot  wheels. 
grow  more  tervid  the  nearer  they  approach  the 
throne.     The   gentleman   inquires,  said   Mr.  C, 
where  are  our  letters  of  instruction.     Where  are 
they  ?     I  retVr   the  honorable  gentleman  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections.     He 
has  a  letter,  stating  that  1  was  elected  a  Repre- 
sentative of  the  sixth   eastern  district  of  Massa- 
chusetts; which  means.  I  presume,  a  person  sent 
here  to  carry   into  effect,  and  not  to  contravene 
their  interests  and  views. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  to  explain. — The  member 
from  Massachusetts  must  surely  have  misunder- 
stood him  in  attributing  to  him  the  doctrine  that 
the  voice  of  the  people  is  to  be  disregarded.  He 
knew  too  well  the  principles  of  our  Government, 
to  entertain  such  an  opinion.  It  had  been  assert- 
ed, that  the  instructions  were  obligatory,  and  that 
a  member  might  infer  instructions  from  the  mere 
unpopularity  of  a  measure.  This  he  denied.  He 
looked  for  his  instructions  to  the  Constitution. 
This  was  the  true  voice  of  the  people  ;  the  other, 
that  which  the  gentleman  sets  up.  cannot  be  con- 
sidered the  genuine  voice  of  the  people.  In  fact, 
he  considered  an  attempt  to  make  it  obligatory^ 
as  a  species  of  usurpation  on  the  Constitution! 
Those  who  go  about  to  please  the  people  this  way. 
may  possibly  succeed,  to  render  themselves  pop- 
ular, but  tiiey  will  not  always  in  making  the 
people  happy  and  great.  But,  he  believed,  in 
this  instance,  they  will  not  succeed  even  in  pop- 
iilarity.  The  people  like  to  see  consistency  and 
firmness  in  their  public  servants;  and.  if  they 
disapprove  of  their  acts,  they  would  rather  change 
them  than  to  see  them  act  contrary  to  their  ovvn 
judgment.  This  is  the  true  remedy  for  our  errors, 
should  we  fall  into  them.  There  is  another 
course,  said  he.  where  it  is  the  misfortune  of  the 


great  occasions,  which  I  think  is  more  manly 
than  the  one  advocated  ;  I  mean  for  the  member 
to  resign.  He  did  not  recommend  this  course; 
but  he  would  greatly  prefer  it  to  voting  against 
the  tiictatesof  his  conscience.  The  gentleman  asks, 
said  Mr.  C,  if  I  would  vote  for  a  war.  against  the 
voice  of  the  people?  I,  in  my  turn,'  would  ask 
the  member  from  Massachusetts,  if  he  wouTtJ  vote 
for  a  war  which,  in  his  sincere  opinion,  would 
destroy  the  country,  merely  because  it  happened 
to  be  popular  ?  Without  waiting  for  his  answer, 
however,  he  would  reply  to  the  question  which 
the  gentleman  had  proposed.  He  could  scarcely 
conceive  the  case  that  he  would  vote  for  a  war 
of  a  dangerous  character,  without  being  ceriaio 
of  the  people  ;  but  not  on  the  ground  of  obeying 
instruction.  The  reason  was  plain.  The  hearty 
concurrence  of  the  people  in  such  a  war,  consti- 
tutes the  principal  force  of  the  country.  It  is  as 
essential  as  cannon  and  ball.  ». 

Mr.  Conner  resumed  the  floor,  and  said  :  That, 
when  he  perceived  the  advantage  which  volubil- 
ity and  assurance  have  over  mere  argument,  he 
sometimes  regretted  he  did  not  possess  those 
qualities;  but.  on  the  other  hand,  when  he  saw 
how  slowly  business  was  matured  in  that  hono- 
rable body,  and  that  the  most  urgent  interests  of 
the  country  suffered  from  the  propensity  to  endless 
debate,  indulged  frequently  on  unimportant,  nay, 
trivial  subjects,  he  was  thankful  he  did  not  pos- 
sess them.  He  still  persisted  to  say,  that  although 
the  people  may  not  hold  the  right  of  instruction 
according  to  the  strict  tenure  of  law.  although 
our  seats  are  not  ipto  facto  vacated  should  we  re- 
fuse to  obey  instructions,  yet, as  to  every  purpose 
of  practical  expediency,  we  do  and  ought  to  obey 
the  popular  voice,  where  that  voice  is  distinctly 
and  urgently  expressed— some  important  cases 
excepted.  Call  it  temporizing  if  you  please;  the 
nature  of  our  Government  compels  us  to  tempo- 
rize, in  this  sense  of  the  terra.  If  you  wish  for  a 
Government  that  will  not  temporize,  invest  one 
man  with  the  regalia  of  authority,  the  diadem  and 
sceptre;  give  hira  the  iron  arm  of  power,  strung 
with  the  sinews  of  war. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  you  can  adopt  no  permanent 
measure,  where  the  voice  of  the  people  is  loudly 
and  decidedly  against  it.  This  law  will  be  re- 
pealed. I  want  no  better  evidence  of  it  than  the 
report  of  the  honorable  committee  to  whom  this 
subject  was  referred,  which  urges  the  strongest 
reasons  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and  yet  termi- 
nates with  a  proposition  to  repeal.  The  hono- 
rable gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says  he 
Would  not  declare  an  unpopular  war.  because 
power  would  be  wanting.  What  power?  The 
will  of  the  people.  What  other  power  does  the 
honorable  gentleman  want  ?  Have  we  not  the 
power  over  the  purse  and  the  sword?  Cannot 
we  levy  taxes,  raise  loans,  recruit  men  to  any  ex- 
tent? But  how  is  it  with  ths  embargo  ?  There 
is  no  cannon  and  ball  wanting  to  keep  that  on; 
it  goes  on  and  it  comes  off  with  a  mere  paper  bul- 
let— a  proclamation.  And  yet  I  venture  to  say. 
that  if  as  much  excitement  against  that  measure 


Kepresenutive  to  differ  from  his  constituents  on  ;  had  prevailed   throughout  the  country,  as  there 
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<|id  in  ohi: Massachusetts,  't  would  not  have  con- 
.^Ijnued  oos  three  days,   perhaps  three  hours,  after 
^^ch  a  disposition  was  known  to  prevail.     Here, 
;j^^lso.  then  jthe  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  Rep- 
.•r<?sentativts  would    yield   to  that  of  the  people, 
ff  he  bonqirable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
^wverses  t^e  terms  of  the  proposition,  and  asks  me 
hether  Kwould    declare  a  war,  which   I  should 
lieve  utJjust,  unnece^sarf.  and  ruinous,  in  com- 
iance  wjith  the  wishes  of  my  constituents.     I 
jijiswer  ncj     I  would  nor,  any  more  than  I  would 
olate  thii  Constitution  of  my  country.     This  is 
e  of  thT*se  cases,  involving  in  it  consequences 
it  awful, Jand  of  such   magnitude,  that  I  should 
j^jake  a  mntter  of  con^cience  of  it,  and  should  re- 
ijgn  my  s«fat.  which  the  honorable  gentleman  ad- 
^ji^ses  one  to  do  in  all  cases,  however  unimportant. 
.'Jjilher  th^n  to  yield  his  judgment  to  that  of  his 
CpnstituenSs,  even  in  the  very  trifling  one  of  our 
;iivn  compensation.     Mr.  C.  said  he  could  assure 
^e    honouble    gentleman,    that,    whenever    he 
-Ranted  hij  advice  on  this  subject,  he  would  wait 
^ih  him   personally.     Mr.  C.  jaid  that  he  would 
ry  no  meayis  be  understood  to  insinuate,  that  the 
,  jpnorablejgentleraan  from    South  Carolina  was 
ie  mere  theorist;  the  nation  knew  him  to  be  on 
.  4   importint    subjects  the  practical  politician  ; 
|t  on  thiijhe  thought  he  chose  to  indulge  him- 
rlf  in  theoretical  speculations.     Sir,  said  Mr.  C. 
iy  one  resjjects  more  than  myself  the  manly  inde- 
js^ndence  (jf  the  honorable  gentleman,  his  exten- 
i|re   poliiifal   knowledge,  and  his  powers  of  elo- 
^ence.     4.nd  as  to  the  elegant  comparison  of  the 
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fintleman.  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Grosvenor.) 
:he  eaglf  with  the  turkey-buzzard,  alluding  to 
'  gentle(nan  from  South  Carolina  and  those 
o  opposed  his  doctrine,  I  can  assure  that  gen- 
^.man,  thit  I  am  as  willing  to  admit  as  himself, 
^at  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  the 
^?gle  ;  iha^^  he  soars  in  an  expanse  above  vulgar 
;lilicians,;is  certain  ;  that  he  is  not  the  bird  that 
■rds  on  cajrrion  is  still  more  certain;  nor.  sir,  is 
the  political  gladiator  that  wields  his  dagger  on 
i  subjects;  on  all  sides,  just  as  caprice,  interest, 
the  whieu  of  the  moment  may  dictate. 
Mr.  McRean,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  hoped  he 
^^x)uld  be  indulged  by  the  House  whilst  he  made 
i^t  a  very  few  observations  on  this  subject.  He 
*^lertained:ihis  hope  the  more  readily  (although 
!«*«  knew  th'e  patience  of  the  House  must  be  ex- 
■^usted)  f^om  a  consideration  that  although  he 
}^d  the  ho^or  (he  might  say  misfortune)  of  hav- 
'-j^  his  nanfje  recorded  with  a  majority  of  his  col- 
igues,  in; favor  of  the  law  of  the  last  session, 

fWcreasing  Jthe  pay  of  the  members  of  Congress, 
B."*  should  jjand  almost  alone  on  the  question  now 
fore  the  I^ouse,  to  increase  the  per  diem  toeio'ht 
liars.  • 
f«  When  tl.^e  bill  which  passed  into  a  law  at  the 
^1t  se>sior;;  was  progressing  through  thi>  House. 
JjJ-aid  Mr.  ^IcL..  (elt  but  one  objection  to  giving 
••<ny  moNlkiearty  support,  and  that  was  the  timeu 

k!R  In  lairk  utTti^r         AliK<iM/<k   I  •...,„  .-~,.    C^J   .i 
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is  to  takt,  effect.  Although  I  was  satu-fied  that 
♦?»r  membvs  of  the  present  Congress  were,  in 
M*tice.  as  giuch  entitled  to  the  increased  com- 


W •  ""  -iuv-u  cui.iiru  lu  uit:  mcreaseu  com-    wouiu  not  only  support  them  while  in  their  ser- 

p'jsaiioa  ti^  those  who  should  succeed  us,  yet  •  vice,  but  measurably  to  support  their  families  in 


was  I  unwilling  to  give  any  rote  which  might 
subject  me  in  any,  the  slightest  degree  to  the  im- 
putation of  having  given  it  from  selfish  or  impure 
motives.     When    the  gentleman    from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Randolph)  offered  his  amendment,  fixing 
the  commencement  of  the  law  to  the  4lh  day  of 
March  next,  I  did  hope  my  difficulties  would  be 
removed  by  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment ;  which  iimendment  I  most  cheerfully  voted 
for,   but  which   was   lost  by  a  small    majority. 
When  this  amendment  was  rejected,  my  difficul- 
ties again  were  renewed,  which  I  mentioned  to 
several  of  my  colleagues  and  messmates.     But  I 
finally  concluded  that  as,  upon  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  the  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress were  as   much   entitled   to  receive   the  in- 
creased compensation  as  those  who  should  suc- 
ceed us,  that  the  amount  was  small  which  1  would 
receive  for  my  two  years  service,  and  as  I  believed 
the  measure   proper,  I  reluctantly    voted  for  the 
bill. 

When  I  arrived  within  ray  district,  1  was  much 
surprised  to  find  the  public  mind  agitated  ;  and, 
to  increase  the  excitement,  two  old  broken-down 
members  of  Congress,  who  wished  again  to  be- 
come popular— one  of  whom  will  succeed  me, 
and  represent  my  district  in  the  next  Congress', 
the  other  then  a  candidate  for  the  Senate— threw 
themselves  in  the  current,  proclaimed  the  law 
unconstitutional,  extravagant,  and  an  alarming 
encroachment  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people  ;  that  they  had  served  manv  years  in  Con- 
gress, and  that  six  dollars  per  day  was  amply  suf- 
ficient not  only  to  support  them  whilst  in  Con- 
gress, but  measurably  to  support  their  families 
in  their  absence,  dec.  These  statements,  from 
such  authority,  added  fuel  to  the  tlarae. 

In  addition  to  this,  as  has  been  justly  ob.served 
by  my  colleague,  almost  every  man  who  was  a 
candidate  for  office,  from  that  of  a  constable  to  a 
seat  in  the  Legislature,  denounced  this  law  as 
wicked  and  corrupt  ;  and  I  believe  many  honest 
well-meaning  men  were  induced  to  believe  that 
they  were  soon  to  pass  under  the  iron  yoke  of 
tyranny. 

Although  I  was   not  a  candidate  (for  reasons 
which  will  readily  be  imagined  by  this  House)  I 
felt  It  my  duty  to  justify  my  vote  before  ray  con- 
stituents.    1  endeavored  to  prove  to   then'i   that 
the  House  of  Representatives,  who  were  elected 
directly  by  the  people,  and   to  them   responsible 
tor  their  votes,  ought  to  be  considered  by  them  as 
the  palladium  o{  their  rights.     Hence  the  neces- 
sity of  electing  men  of  talents,  morality,  industry, 
and  integrity,  to  represent  them.     That  men  of 
this  description  were   raore   frequently  found  in 
the  lower  and  raiddle  walks  of  life  (I  mean  as  to 
property)  than  among  the  more  wealthy  part  of 
the  community;  that  these  men.  who  might  be 
styled   self-made  men,   were  generally  more  ac- 
quainted with  the  views,  the  wishes  and  desires  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people,  than  those  who  had 
been  dandled  in  the lapof  fortune;  that  they  ought 
10  give  such  a  compensation  to  their  members, as 
would  not  only  support  them  while  in  their  ser 


I 


657 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


658 


January,  1817. 


Compensation  Law. 


H.  OP  R. 


their  absence;  that,  unless  they  did  so.  they  must 
calculate  on   being  represented   only  by  men   of 
wealth,  which  I  hoped  would  never  be  the  case; 
that  except   they  increased  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers, no  man  of  wealth  could  continue  to  repre- 
sent them  long  in  Congress;  that  although  men 
of  moderate  circumstances  might  represent  them 
a  few  years,  yet  about  the  time  they  had  informed 
themselves  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  mode 
of  doing  business,  and  really  qualified  themselves 
to  discharge  their  duty  with  credit  to  themselves 
and  utility  to  their  constituents  and  the  nation, 
they  would  have  to  quit  Congress  "or   provide 
not  for  their  household,  and  be  worse  than   infi- 
dels ;"  these,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  some  of  the  reasons 
by  which  I  endeavored  to  justify  my  vote  before 
ujy  constituents.     These  reasons  I  offered  to  them 
in  favor  of  the  law  of  last  session  in  the  sincerity  of 
ray  soul,  and  I  would  in  this  concise  manner  offer 
them  to  the  House  as  reasons  for  voting  to  increase 
the  per  diem  from   six   to  eight  dollars.     I  feel 
however  some  little  embarrassment  on   this  sub- 
ject.    I  fear  if  the  present  Congress  increase  the 
per  diem  to  eight  dollars,  it  will  be  more  raorii- 
fying  to   my  successor,  and   no   doubt   to  many 
others  who  have  mounted  the  compensation  bill, 
and  will   ride   it  to  tffls  House,  to  receive  more 
than  ^ix  dollars  per  day,  as  he  has  stated  to  his 
constituents  that  six  k^Uars  per  day  was  an  ample 
compensation,  and  I  aV  sure  his  good  sense,  mo- 
rality, and  religion,  wilDprevent  him  from   wil- 
lingly receiving  more  than  what  he  considers  a 
quid  pro  quo  (ot  his  services;  yet  when  I  reflect 
that,  if  the  blank  should  be  filled  with  eight  dol- 
lars,  no    honorable   member  who   thinks    it  too 
much  for  his  services,  is  bound  to  receive  it;  that 
lie  can    receive   less   than  eight  dollars  per  day  ; 
yes,  the  good  old  six  dollars  if  he  pleases— this 
difficulty  vanishes. 

Although  I  believe,  sir,  the    members  of   the 
present  Congress,  generally,  are  not  under  obliga- 
tions to  those  who  succeed  them,  still  I  am  wil- 
ling to  relieve  my  successor  from  acting  on  this 
subject ;  not  being  a  member  of  the  next  Congress, 
I  can  vote  for  an  increase  of  tlieir  wages  without 
subjecting  myself  to   the  imputation  of  having 
voted  from  selfish  motives.     Indeed  I  am  satisfied, 
from  the  course  pursued  by  my  successor  previous 
to  the  last  election,  my  constituents  will  be  con- 
vinced   that  I  can    feel    no    inclination    to    vote 
money  into  his  pocket.     And  that  if  I  was  influ- 
enced by  feeling  instead  of  duty,  I  would  vote  for 
SIX  dollars,  but  believing  that  the  path  of  reason 
and  duty,  not  feeling,  is  the  path  to  honor,  I  freely 
vote  for  eight  dollars,  and,  if  I  err,  the  evil  can 
scarcely  be  felt  until  it  can  be  corrected  by  the 
next  Congress. 

I  am  sorry  Mr.  Speaker,  that  so  much  time 
has  been  spent  on  this  bill,  and  that  the  subject 
of  instructions  has  been  so  lengthily  discussed. 
We  are  sent  here  to  legislate  and  pass  laws,  not 
to  discuss  mere  abstract  principles— this  question 
of  instruction  rests  with  the  Representative  and 
his  constituents;  it  is  to  them  1  feel  respon- 
sible for  my  vote,  it  is  to  them  I  feel  responsible 
for  the  manner  I  discharge   my   representative 


duties,  and  not  to  this  House.     If  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenor)  and 
others,  who  have  opposed  the  right  of  the  people 
to  instruct,  feel  not  under  obligations  to  represent 
the  views,  wishes,  and  desires  of  their  constituents, 
be  It  so.     I  for  one  hold,  and  I  trust  always  shall 
hold  a  different  doctrine  whilst  I  remain  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Republic,  and  more  particularly  whilst 
I  am  a  member  of  this  body.     It  shall  always  be 
my  pride  to  do  the  will  of  my  constituents,  when 
I  know  that  will,  and,  when  not  known,  to  exer- 
cise my  best  judgment  to  promote  their  interest. 
I  believe  sir,  that  a  large  majority  of  my  consti- 
tuents are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session.     I  cheerfully  vote  for  its  repeal 
and  for   an   increase  of  the  per  diem,  believing 
that  the  interest  of  the  nation  requires  this  mea- 
sure, and  believing  also  (bat  my  constituents  will 
approve  the  vote. 
Mr.  Reynolds  next  addressed  the  House. 
Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  said  it  was  with 
no  small  degree  of  reluctance  that  he  rose  to  ad- 
dress the  Chair,  after  the  amusement  which  the 
House  had  received,  from  the  very  facetious  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Reynolds,)  who 
had  just  sat  down.     But,  Mr.  M.  said,  although 
he  should  not  detain  the  House  with  what  gen- 
tlemen had  been  pleased  to  call  their  experiences 
upon   this  subject,  and   although  he  was  aware 
that  he  could  not  bring  to  the  discussion  the  same 
ability  which  some  honorable  gentlemen  had  dis- 
played, yet  he  would  venture  to   say  that  m  one 
respect,  at   least,  he  was  as  well  qualified   to  in- 
vestigate the  question  as  any  honorable  gentle- 
man who  had  preceded  him  in  the  debate.     He 
was,  he   said,  perfectly   cool    and   dispassionate. 
He  had  no  preconceived  opinions  to  combat,  nor 
prejudice  to  sacrifice.     Circumstances   had    ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  him  to  obtain  leave  of  ab- 
sence before  the  passage  of  the  law,  so  much  com- 
plained of,  of  the  last  session,  by  which   he  had 
involuntarily  escaped    both   the    odium  and    the 
praise  which    had,  in   different   quarters   of  the 
Union,  been  no  freely  bestowed  upon  those  who 
advocated  or  opposed  it. 

I  do  not  approach  this  subject  sir,  said  Mr.  M., 
smarting  under  the  chastisement  of  my  constitu- 
ents, for  having  passed  the  law,  nor  elated  with 
the  triumph  of  their  applause  for  my  patriotic 
but  unavailing  opposition  to  the  measure.  The 
presentment  of  a  Grand  Jury,  which  seems  so 
fraught  with  terrors  to  my  honorable  colleague, 
(Mr.  Parris)  does  not  include  me  in  its  charge ; 
nor  am  I  embraced  by  the  numerous  toasts  which 
have  been  drunk,  and  thank-offerings  which  have 
been  rendered  to  the  minority  upon  that  question. 
Much  less,  do  I  come  in  forma  pauperis,  to  pro- 
pitiate the  offended  majesty  of  the  people,  by  a 
sacrifice  of  opinions,  deliberately  formed,  and 
honestly  entertained,  upon  the  altar  of  popular 
favor. 

No,  sir,  I  did  not  obtain  the  honor  of  a  seal  in 
this  House  by  flattering  the  prejudices  of  ray 
constituents  ;  and  I  have  too  correct  a  knowledge 
of  their  character  to  believe,  that  it  can,  by  suet 
means,  be  retained. 
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the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  some 
t'n.  one  would  ihink  that  it  was  indeed 
"contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  Government"  to 
bestow  i{oy  pecuniary  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices of 'those  who  are   intrusted  with  the   great 
and  irap'ortant  business  of  legislation — that  the 
privation's  they  endure,  and   the  sacrifices   they 
.  ,   make,  of  ease  and  domestic  comfort,  as  well  as  of 
i.^    fortune  ?nd  business,  are  to  be  cheerfully  borne, 
-    for  the  l>onor  of  serving  the  people,  and   for  the 
.,   good  ofihe  country.     JBut,  sir,  upon  what  prin- 
;  V:iple  do  igenilemen   require  that  of  members  of 
;  '  Congresi.  which    they  do  not  expect  from  any 
;    other   ol^cer   of  your   Government  ?     Examine 
^  :^our  Constitution.     No  distinction  is  there  made 
".  ietweennhe  Executive.  Judicial,  and  Legislative 
departmi  nts,  m  this  respect.     The  same  instru- 
:    ment  wlfich   provides  that  the   President  •'  shall 
;    receive  Cor  his  services  a  compensation,"  and  that 
;    the  Jud^'s  "  shall  receive  for  their  services  a  com- 
pensaiiue."  declares,  also,  that  '•  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  shall  receive  a  compen.<>ation  for 
'  "iheir  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law.  and  paid 
iout  of  thi'  Treasury  of  the  United  States." 
'       By  wl^t  rule  of  construction  then,  I  again  ask, 
•  Jo  gentlemen  contend,  that  precisely  the  same 
;  words,  n^de  use  of  in  different  parts  of  the  same 
;,(nstrumevt,  and  in  relation  to  the  same  subject. 
'  ,lre  to  be^ortured  into  a  different  meaning  in  dif- 
ferent places?     Sir.  it  is  contrary  to  every  sound 
^jHincipleJof  cons-truction,  heretofore  applied   to 
:^  ttatuies,  fo  constitutions,  or  any  other  instrument 
<^hateve^and  we  are  therefore  bound  to  believe 
Jthat  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  under  which 
'^.ye   live, -Intended    to  give  a  precise  and   definite 
j.^ineaning;io  these  expressions,  and  to  place  mera- 
]l'ptTs  of  Ccngress  in  this  respect  on  the  same  foot- 
^pjig  with,  the  other  officers  of   Government,  by 
.*jiving  to'^ach  a  reasonable  compensation  for  ser- 
.'.^ices  rendered      That  this  was  the  contempora- 
n^ij|eous  exj'osition  put  upon  that  instrument,  ap- 
f-gcars  froji  the  act  of  1789,  fixing  your  compen- 
sation at  -MI  dollars  per  day  ;  a  sum  which  then 
^■vore  a  resj-^onable  proportion  to  the  salaries  at  the 
v«,|9me  tiii^  established  for  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
^.•iieots,an^  the  other  officers  of  Government.     But, 
U-fr,  howjjood  that  proportion  previous  to  the  pas- 
JJf  ge  of  tlje  late  law  ?     Wholly  destroyed.     Open 
:tJ»our  statute  book.     Session  after  session,  and  year 
^iJ\.eT  year'  you  find  additions  made  to  their  salaries, 
L-iJntil  raa'iy  are  double  the  amount  of  their  first 
r|,<siabli!>hirient.     But,  sir,  to  pass  over  the   higher 
offices  ol  Government,  much  less  important  to 
f|me  righi>Jof  the  people  than  a  seat  in  this  House, 
•  ■J     ik  at  tl.  jse  ot  a  humbler  grade,  and  who  have 

Your  Marshals,  Com 
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-infferent  duties  to  perform. 

'♦iissioner>  of  Boundaries,  and  Commissioners  of 

oans ;    vour   Collectors    of   Revenue,    and    the 

fovernot.,   of  your   distant    Provinces,  and    their 

ecreiarivs;  all    these  and   many  more,  even  the 

'etty  officers  of  your  own  House,  receive  a  com- 

ensation  vastl-f  beyond  what   is  now  proposed 

Xt\!  ^°^^  ^^^  services.     Nay.  more — 1  call  upon 

i  1U>*  ?^"'l<;nien  from  Massachubells  (Messrs.  Kino, 

"  Varhis,  »ad   Connbh)  and   upon  the  honorable 

J^enilemah  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor.)  who 


are  in  favor  of  filling  this  blank  with  six  dolUn 
to  travel  with  me  to  their  own  States,  and  to  their 
own  districts.  Sir,  I  will  there  »how  them  their 
county  officers,  of  almost  every  description,  their 
Sheriffs.  Clerks,  and  Judges  of  inferior  tribunals 
besides  being  in  the  midst  of  their  friends,  and 
prosecuting  their  other  concerns,  receiving  from 

their  constituents,  without  a  murmur  or  complaint 
much  more  than  the  trifling  pittance  for  which 
these  gentlemen  are.  out  of  regard  to  these  same 
constituents,  now  contending.  Even  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York 
a  State  whose  policy  upon  this  subject,  at  home' 
IS  exceedingly  generous  and  liberal,  receive  five 
dollars  a  day  lor  their  attendance  at  the  Assem- 
bly. I  a>k  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Taylor)  to  compare  that  with  the 
compensation  he  receives  here,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  difference  io  the  expense  of  living  at  the 
two  places— in  the  one  case  he  would  be  promo- 
ting and  extending  his  private  interest  and  pro- 
fessional pursuits,  in  the  other,  making  a  complete 
sacrifice  of  both. 

But,  sir.  we  are   told  of  the  honor  of  a  seat  id 
this  House,  and  that  this,  to  a  generous  mind,  is 
a  sufficient  remuneration.     Sir,  I  appreciate,  as 
highly  as  any  man,  the   honor  belonging   to  this 
elevated   and    important  station.     As  we  are  the 
immediate  Representatives  of  the  people,  so  we 
are  the  immediate  guardians  of  their  rights ;  and 
It  IS  for  that  very  reason  that  I  wish  to  place  the 
Representative    beyond    the   reach    of  all    those 
temptations  by  which  he  may  be  assailed,  and  to 
enable  hira   to   discharge  the  great  duties  of  his 
trust,  with  independence,  and  a  single  eye  to  the 
public    good.     But,  sir,  is    this  the  only  post  of 
honor  in  the  nation  ?     Is  there  no  honor  attached 
to  the  office  of  President,  Heads  of  Departments 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Ministers  abroad' 
and  various  other  places  in  the  gift  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  and    the    people?      And    yet    whoever 
heard   that  assigned  as  a  reason  for  diminishing 
their  salaries  ?     No  sir,  the  surest  way  to  preserve 
the  respectability  of  this  House,  and   to  make  a 
seat  here  truly  an  honor,  is  to  enable  the  people 
to  call  into  their  service,  upon  this  floor,  the  tal- 
ents and  integrity  of  the  country  ;  to  throw  open 
your  doors  to   men  of  moderate  fortune,  and   of 
honorable  ambition,  who  can  here  earn  an  honest 
fame,  by  devoting   themselves  to   the  service   of 
the  country,  without  entailing  ruin   upon   their 
families.     It  is  for  this,  and  this  only  we  contend  ; 
and   believe   me,  sir,  this  course  comports  alike 
with  the  honor  of  the  Government,  and   the  per- 
manent interests  of  the  nation.     That  the  com- 
pensation heretofore  allowed  to  members  ol  Con- 
gress is  wholly  inadequate  to  this  effect,  has  been 
most  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  calculations  and 
arguments  of  my  venerable  colleague  (Mr.  Pick- 
ering) and  many  other  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  this  debate. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina.  (Mr.  Williams,)  who  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  Saturday,  that  the  situation 
of  the  country  is  such  as  will  not  justify  any  in- 
crease of  the  compensation  ;  that  we  are  erabar- 
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rassed  with  ■  heavy  debt,  and  that  the  people  are 
already  pressed  down  with  the  weight  of  taxes 
imposed  upon  them.  Sir,  permit  me  to  ask  that 
honorable  gentleman  what  was  the  situation  of 
the  country  in  1789.  when  the  old  compensation 
was  established  ?  Then  indeed  your  people  were 
impoverished,  yourcountry  embarrassed,  the  debt 
of  the  Revolution  was  pressing  you  to  the  earth, 
your  credit  exhausted,  and  your  revenue  a  mere 
drop  in  the  bucket  in  comparison  with  its  present 
amount.  And  yet  the  statesmen  of  that  day.  men 
distinguished  for  their  correct  views  of  economy, 
fixed  upon  a  compensation,  which  was  double 
in  value,  though  of  the  same  nominal  amount. 
as  that  gentleman  now  contends. 

No,  sir,  while  you  are  distributing  with  a  liberal, 
not  to  say  profuse,  hand,  the  money  of  the  people, 
to  almost  every  object  of  public  utility  or  private 
distress,  that  gentleman  cannot  believe  his  con- 
stituents will  be  seriously  oppressed  by  paying  their 
proportion  of   the  paltry  sum  wh:ch  constitutes 
the  difference  between  the  old.  and  the  proposed 
compensation.     Sir,  it  is  too  trifling  and    insig- 
nificant an  amount  to  occupy,  as  it  has  done,  so 
much  of  the  attention  of  this  House,  or  the  nation. 
Mr.  Mills   then    proceeded   to  state,  that  al- 
though he  was  in  favor  of  the   increase  of  com- 
pensation, he  thought  It  should  be  effected  by  add- 
ing to  the  daily  allowance,  and  not  by  an  annual 
stipend.     This  mode  was.  he  .-aid,  more  uniform 
nnd  equal  m  its  operation.     Sessions  of  Congress 
are  of  unequal  length  in  different  years,  and  the 
same  sura  which  in  one  year  would  be  an  ample, 
and   perhaps  extravagant,  compensation,  mi<Tht 
10  another,  and  especially  if  there  should   be°an 
extra  session,  be  wholly  inadequate.    The  Senate, 
loo,  were  sometimes  convened  by  the  President 
to  transact   Executive  business,  when  the  House 
do   not  assemble;    that  branch    would    then    be 
placed  on   an    unequal  footing  with    this  House. 
Fix  upon  a  reasonable  and  fair  allowance  by  the 
day,  said  Mr.  M..  and  the  great  ground  of  clamor 
will  be  removed  from  the  people.    They  will  then 
know  what  they  pay.  and  the  demagogues  of  the 
day  will  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  excite  a 
suspicion  that  their  Representatives  had  slighted 
the  public  business,  for   the  sake  of  bringm"^  the 
session   to  an  early  close.     Indeed.  Mr.  M.'said 
he  had  scarcely  heard  any  intelligent  man  out  of 
the  House  question  ihe  propriety  of  increasing  the 
compensation.  Such  men  had  confined  their  com- 
plaints to  the  mode  of  increase,  and  that  the  law  was 
retrospective  in  its  operation,  so  that  those  who 
raised  the  compensation  participated  iu  the  bene- 
fits of  Its  increase,  as  well  for  that  part  of  the  ses- 
sion which  had  elapsed,  as  for  that  which  was  to 
come.     This  last  grievance,  if  it  be  one,  it  is  now 
loo  late  to  remedy,  but  the  other  it  is  still  in  your 
power  to  correct.     What,  said   .Mr.  M..  was  the 
great  object  gentlemen   had   m  view  in  pa-'sing 
the  law  of  the  last  session?     It  was  to  raise  the 
compensation,  and  the  mode  of  payment  was  a 
mere  circumstance,  not  at  all  necessary  to  the 
attainment  of  the  main  object.     Let  me  then  ask 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  law  of  last  session  how 
they  can  withhold  their  aid  from  those  who  have 


the  same  object  in  view,  but  differ  only  in  the 
mode  of  attaining  it?     Why  persevere  in  an  ad- 
herence to  form,  at  the  risk  of  the  substance? 
Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not  endeavoring  to  persuade 
honorable  gentlemen   to  a  course  which  he  him- 
self would    not  adopt.     He  was   ready  to  prove 
the  sincerity  of   his   profession    by  his  vote;  for 
believing  as  he  did  most  conscientiously,  that  the 
compensation  under  theold  law  was  inadequate,  if 
all  attempts   to  fill  the  blanks  in  this   bill  with  a 
reasonable  daily  allowance  shall  fail,  Mr.  M.said. 
he  should  most  certainly  vote  against  the  repeal 
of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  and  especially  if  it 
was  connected  with  a  repeal  of  all  laws  upon 
this  subject.     He  deprecated  the  idea,  that  each 
Congress  was  to  fix  the  compensation  of  its  mem- 
bers.    It  was  throwing   the  apple  of  discord  into 
every  succeeding  Congress,  at   its  outset,  and  it 
was  holding  up  a  seat  in  this  House  as  a  prize  to 
the  most  noisy  brawler  of  economy,  a  prize  upon 
which  every  election  would  generally  be  struck 
off  to  the  lowest  bidder.    By  a  conciliatory  course, 
in  regard  as  well  to  the  precise  sum  as  the  mode, 
much  future  evil    may  now   be  avoided.     The 
dignity  of  the   House,  as  well   as  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  people,  requires  that  something  per- 
manent should  now  be  accomplished,  and  that 
the  public  mind  should  no  longer  be  agitated  by 
this  disgusting  subject. 

In  the  course  of  this  discussion,  Mr.  Speaker, 
said  Mr.  M.,  honorable  gentlemen  have  thought 
proper    to    indulge    themselves    in    speculations 
upon  the  nature  and  theory  of  our  Government, 
upon    the   rights  of  the    people,   and  the  duties' 
of  their   Representatives;   and  I  have  been  not 
a  little  astonished  and  alarmed  at  some  of  the 
doctrines  that  have  been  advanced  on  this  occa- 
sion.    These  doctrines,  however,  have    been    so 
ably  combatted  by  the  arguments  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn,) that  I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  oc- 
cupy the  time  and  attention  of  the  House  at  any 
considerable  length,  with  remarks  upon  a  subject 
to  which  he  has  done  such  ample  justice.     But. 
sir,  I  must  be  permitted   to  notice  some  of  the 
extraordinary  positions   taken    by  an   honorable 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina, (Mr.  Williams.) 
who   addressed    you   on    Saturday,  positions  as 
dangerous  as  they  are  untenable,  and  as  directly 
opposed  to  the  nature  of  our  representative  Gov- 
ernment as  to  the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
That  gentleman  has  told  us  that  ''in  this  country 
the  people   are   the   sovereign  power ;   that  they 
can  do  no  wrong;  that  in  regard  to  the  compen- 
sation law,  their  voice  has  been  heard  io  favor  of 
its  repeal,  and  this  voice  we  are  bound  to  obey." 
And  is  it,  indeed,  so,  sir?     Do  we  live  under  the 
unstable  and  fluctuating  government  of  a  wild 
and  furious  democracy,  and  are  our  great  and  es- 
sential rights^and  privileges,  everything  that  can 
endear  societ'y.  and  render  life  valuable,  held  at 
the  mercy  of  a  capricious  multitude?     No,  sir, 
this  is  not  our  situation.     All  power  indeed  is 
originally  derived  from  the  people,  and  is  to  be 
eiercisea  for  their  good,  by  the  several  branches 
of  the  Government,  in  the  way  pointed  out  by 
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gi  the  C^nsiitutioD ;  but,  in  the  rightful  exercise  of   his  own  mind,  the  dictates  of  his  cooscieoc.  anH 

^  the  po'versthusdele^aled  by  the  people,  the  Gor.    his  judgment,  to    the  decisions  of  a  tribunal  so 

5  ernmeot  of  the  Lnited    States    is   as  sovereign    liable  to  misapprehension  and  error?     No    sir 

-'^3  and  iD(i3ependent  as  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.    ^"   ^'^-  ~    >-■-<---'         -     .  i^u,  sir, 

■'j  True,  fhe  people  of  this  country  have  retained  in 


Ijit    their  l^nds.  and  the  Constiiution  has  guarantied 
•^:   to  ther*  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  and  priv- 


I 


ileges  Jons-istent  with  a  well  regulated  society. 
But,  si.V  the  great  and  essential  attributes  of  sov- 
ereignly they  have,  by  solemn  compact,  volun- 
tarily j-urrendered    to  a  government   established 


^,  lo.iij  ,'uiicuucicu  lu  n  government  esta 
»♦  by  themselves;  and  so  long  as  that  comp 
^    ists,  these  attributes  cannot  be  resumed. 


t) 


act  ex- 


The  people  have  thus  wisely  provided  for  their 
^:  own  s#»curity  and  protection,  by  the  creation  of 


;^j  moundj  and  barriers  against  the  inroads  of  usur 


ijjf ,  pation  >nd  licentiousness.     The  constitutions,  th 
pilaws,  tlie  institutions  of  your  country,  are  th^ 
^^  great  safeguards  of  your  liberty  and  the  rights  of 

^V         p^ojile. 

^■y.      But.Jsays  the  gentleman,   "the   voice  of  the 

«  ,.  people  "is  always  right,  and  must  be  implicitly 
4!  obeyed  V—'  I'ox  populi,  vox  Def'—-  the  voice  of 

■  <,,  ihepeor^leis  thevoiceof  God."isa  maxim  which, 
^t  by  a  perversion  of  its  true  meaning,  has  become 

,>more  fallacious  in  principle,  and  more  dangerous 

^in  its  consequences,  than   any  other  which  the 

•frenzy   t)f  political    madness    can    conceive      It 

«^jhas  projjlrated  the  wisdom  of  ages,  and  drenched 

S,'lhe  earih  with   the  blood  of  its  inhabitant^.     In 

i-one  res|4ect.  indeed,  does  the  "  voice  of  the  peo- 

-, .  pie     sowetimes  resemble  the  -  voice  of  the  Al- 

■ -rnighly^^'  m  the  terror  of  its  power,"  rather  than 

■  lithe  perfection  of  its  wisdom.  It  is  the  voice 
l|which  i^jpeaks  in  the  thunder,  the  earthquake,  the 
J.  tornado^  It  carries  ruin,  and  havoc,  and  desola- 
I 'tion  in  ,.s  tram.  It  sometimes  subverts  the  deep 
I  .iouodat^ns  on  which  the  great  pillars  of  morality 
l^and  ord'r  are  erected,  and  introduces  universal 
,  janarchyjand  confusion,  the  reign  "of  chaos  and 
:  joid  nigt.1."  in  their  stead.     History  is  full  of  in- 

'/^tructior,  upon  this  subject.     -  The  voice  of  the 
.people    ?)anished  Aristides  from  the  councils  of 
^ihens,  land  drove  Camillus  from  employment  at 
l^-Rorae.  p'The   voice  of  the   people"   has   been 
^raade  the  apology  for  every  outrage  and  every 
.;enormuf.     Look  at  modern  Europe;  see  there 
jts  progress,  written  in  blood.     Revolutions,  the 
,  post  blc?ady,  and  massacres,  the  most  cruel,  have 
,  ;-ibeen  saiictioned  by  the  pretended  "  voice  of  the 
«eople,'land  the  wi.dom,  and  virtue,  and  talents 
^1  a  nation  have  been  buried  beneath  the  ruins  of 
rthe  tempest  which  this  voice  has  excited      Phi- 
losopher*, and  demagogues,  atheists  and  tyrants 
^  'ifach   in    tneir  turn  tiave  summoned  to  their  aid  ' 
Ihis  powerful  auxiliary  to  demoralize,  de<^rade 
pnd  ensUve  mankind.  "        ' 

,     These- enormiues   the  gentleman  from  North 


Carolina,  would,  I   know,   be   the  last  to  justify 
But  let  l.'im  remember  they  were  all  committed 
>  ^°^^'  '*^'-'  sanction  of  this  dangerofls  maxim.     Is 
^^iihen  thij  voice,  which  is  more  frequently  made 
no  echo  ^le  wishes  of  ambitious  and  unprincipled 
laemagoaaes,   than  the  cool  and  deliberate  opin- 
'  ?ons  ot  lie  people,  always  to  be  obeyed  ?     Is  the 
?^epreseiitauve   to  surrender  the  convictions  of 


liable  to  misapprehension  and  error?     ,,^7    a,, 
he  has  a  high  and  exalted  part  to  perform',  and 
his  duty  to  his  God  and  his  country,  alike  require 
him  to  listen  to  the  -Still  small  voice"  of  reason 
and  conscience,  and  leave  the  event  to  Heaven 
Not  to  desert  his  post  in  the  hour  of  danger  but 
manfully  to  breast  himself  against  the  torrent  to 
save  the  people  from  the  consequences  of  their 
own  errors,  and  to  sacrifice,  if  necessary,  his  love 
of  popularity  to   his  love  of  justice.     This,  sir 
was  the  course  pursued  by  our  political  father,  at 
a  most  interesting  period  of  our  history.     When 
the  French  Revolution  burst  upon  the  astonished 
world,  we  all  know  it  was  hailed  by  the  "voice 
of  the  people"  in  this  country,  as  the  dawning  of 
a  glorious  day  of  freedom,  and  the  harbinger  of 
hope  and  joy  to  suffering  nations.     Every  effort 
of  reason,  and  every  impulse  of  feeling,  were  en- 
listed  in  favor  of  those  wlio,  as  we  "vainly  be- 
lieved, were  contending  for  the  rights  which  we 
so  richly  enjoyed.     The  enthusiasm  spread  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning,  from  one  extremity  of 
the  continent  to  the  other,  and  the  Government 
and  the  people  were  openly  called  upon  to  make 
a  common  cause,  with  a  nation  contendin'^  in  the 
cause  of  liberty,  against  the  combined  despots  of 
Europe.     What  then  was  the  conduct  of  Wash- 
INGTON  ?     Did  he  feel  himself  bound  to  obey  the 
^voice  of  the  people,"  thus  audibly  pronounced? 
No,  sir;  he  looked  to  the  permanent  interest, and 
not   the   temporary    wishes,   of  the   people.     To 
secure  this  object,  he  put  at  hazard  the  fame  of 
a  whole  life  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country. 
He  issued  his  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  the 
stormy  waves  of  popular  commotion  we're  dashed 
back   upon   themselves.     Had  he   yielded  to  the 
clamor  ol  the  moment,  or,  as  it  was  then  called 
the    -voice  of  the  people,"  we  too  should  have 
been  drawn  into  that  vortex  which,  at  one  period 
had  well  nigh  engulphed  and  destroyed  the  liber- 
ties of  the  world. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  too,  sir.  when  the  treaty 
negotiated  by  Mr.  Jay.  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, was  before  Congress,  had  the  Representa- 
tives then  surrendered  their  judgment  to  the  mis- 
guided ••  voice  of  the  people,"  the  treaty  would 
not  have  been  carried  into  effect,  and  all  the  ira- 
poriant  benefits  which,  for  a  course  of  years   re- 
sulted irom  It  would  have  been  lo^t  to  the  nai'ioo 
Lpon  this  subject,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  not  to  be 
misunderstood  or  misrepresented.     To  the  calm 
deliberate,  and  dispassionate  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple, coolly  expressed,  upon  a  subject  fairly  before 
them,    with   a   full    knowledge  of  all    the   facts 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  come  to  a  decision,  I 
should  most  certainly,  upon  all  occasions,  pay  the 
utmost  deference  and  respect,  and,  unless  opposed 
to  my  sober  convictions  and  deliberate  judgment, 
should  sanction   it  by  my  vole.     Do  genflemen 
believe  that,  in  the  case  before  us,  the  honest  yeo- 
inanry  of  the  interior  have  been  in  possession  of 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  necessary  to  come 
to  a  correct  result?     That  they  understood  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  the  construction  which  had 
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been  put  upon  it,  and.  above  all,  the  reasons  and 
facts   upon   which  it  was   founded  ?     But,  sir,  I 
am  reminded  by  gentlemen  of  the  proceedings 'of 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature  upon  this  subject. 
Sir,  I   shall  not  upon  this  occasion,  nor,  I  trust] 
upon   any  other,  on    this  floor,  speak  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  Legislature  in  any  other  terms 
than   those  of  respect;  but  I  do  exceedingly  re- 
gret that  this  should  have  been  considered  a  proper 
subject  for  State  interference;  and  how  far  the 
remarks  I  have  just  made  will  apply  to  the  mem- 
bers of  that  honorable  body,  I  leave  to  their  can- 
dor to  decide.     In    the  purity   of  their  motives 
and  the  integrity  of  their  intentions  I  have  the 
most   perfect   confidence;  but  as  their  request  to 
me  upon  this  occasion  is  unaccompanied  by  the 
reasons  which   induced  it,  I  must  be  permitted, 
after  giving  that  request  ail  the  consideration  to 
which,  from  its  respectable  origin,  it  is  entitled, 
to  follow  the  honest  convictions  of  my  own  judg- 
ment.    In  coming    to    the  decision   which  they 
formed    upon    this    question,    they    undoubtedly 
sought  information  from  the  best  sources  within 
their  reach  ;  and  when    1  am  told  that  the  only 
member  of  that   Legislature  whose   recent  ser- 
vices in  Congress  could  enable  him  to  give  them 
any    practical    information    had    long    been    of 
opinion,  and  contended,  as  some  honorable  gen- 
tlemen do  here,  that  indemnity  for  expenses  in- 
curred,  and    not  compensation  for  services  ren 
dered,  was  all  that  should  be  attempted,  that  six 
dollars  a  dav  was  amply  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose;  and  when  I  call  to  mind  the  well-merited 
influence  which  that  highly  respecUble  gentle- 
man enjoys  in  that  Legislature,  I  am  by  no  means 
surprised  at  the  result  of  their  deliberations.    But 
sir,  when    I   find  another   honorable   member  of 
that  Legislature,  who.  as  commi>sioner  of  bound- 
ary, is  in  the  annual  receipt  of  nearly  five  thous- 
and   dollars    from    your    Treasury,    for   services 
which  he  has  never  yet  performed,  complaining 
of  the  extravagant  compensation  allowed  to  mem- 
bers ol  Congress,  for  all  their  services,  privations, 
and  sacrifices,  I   am  at  «ome  loss  to  account  for 
his  patriotic  efforts  in  tbi^  behalf.     One  fact,  how- 
ever, IS  worthy  of  remark:  at  the  late  Congres- 
sional election  in  Massachusetts,  he  was  the  can- 
didate in   opposition   to  ray  honorable  colleague 
(Mr.  King)  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  law  ofThe 
last  session,  and   he  succeeded   in   his   election. 
But.  sir,  I  have  protracted  my  remarks  much  be- 
yond my  intention  when  I  rose.     I  beg  pardon 
for  the  time  I  have  occupied,  and  am^grateful 
to  the  House  and  the  Chair  for  the  attention  I 
have  received. 

Mr.  Wendover.  of  New  York,  said,  at  the  last 
session,  when  the  act  passed,  which  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  proposed  to  repeal,  he  gave  a 
silent  vote;  that  vote  he  since  had,  and  now  did 
regret,  not  because  he  deemed  the  amount  too 
great,  but  because  he  did  not  then,  nor  did  he 
now,  like  the  mode;  and  he  did  believe,  had  the 
members  generally  expressed  their  sentiments, 
the  mode  would  not  have  obtained.  / 

I  had  intended  on  this  occasion,  said  Mr.  W.. 
as  on  the  former,  lo  give  my  vote  without  troub- 


ling the  House  with  any  remarks;  but  we  hare 
heard  so  much  on  the  doctrine  of  instruction,  and 
heard  it  stated  in  almost  as  many  points  of  view 
as  have  been  ihe  attempts  to  define  it.  that  ii  be- 
comes us  to  know,  if  we  are  bound  by  instruc- 
tions, what  these  instructions  are.     I  did  not  hear 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South   Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  od    this  subject;  1   regret  that 
other  public  duties  required  a  tempornry^absence. 
Sir,  I  have  no   instructions;  had  I  believed  I 
was  sent  here  to  legislate  by  instructions,  except 
by  those  1  find  in  the  Constitution  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Republican  Government,  and  could 
I  have  adopted  the  doctrine  of  instruction  as  laid 
down   by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor.  I  should 
liave  demanded  of  my  constituents  to  remain  in 
perpetual  session,  either  in  bulk  or  by  proxy,  and 
send   me  my  instructions   from  day  to  day' as  I 
might  be  called  to  act ;  and.  also,  instruct  me'how 
to  vote,  when  I  had.  in  other  respects,  acted  un- 
der  such  instructions.     But,  sir,  if  my  constituents 
believed   I   could   maturely   think  one   way  and 
vote  another,  I   am   happy  on  my  own  account 
that   they  are   mistaken,  and  sorry  on  their  ac- 
count they  should  wish  for  .<!uch  a  Representa- 
tive; on  such  conditions  I  cannot  serve  them. 


Sir,  It  is  because  we  appear  to  think  one  way 
and  act  another,  that  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill 
if  It  assumes  the  character  it  got  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole ;  and  if  so,  it,  nor  its  advocates, 
shall  ever  boast  the  aid  of  my  vote  or  feeble  ef- 
forts in  procuring  its  passage  into  a  law. 

Sir,   is   this  simply  a  question  of  dollars  and 
cents  between  us  and  our  constituents?     It  may 
be  so  in   the  estimation  of  some,  but  I  hope  no 
honorable  gentleman  on  this  floor  is  so  sordid  as 
to  be  influenced  in  his  vote  by  what  he  shall  re- 
ceive here— but  what  is  a  reasonable  stipend  for 
the  services  of  members  of  Congress— I  will  not 
call  It  a  compensation;  it  is  not  a  compensation 
what  you  are  about  to  reduce.     No,  sir.  this  is  a 
question  between  the  people  and  themselves;  or 
if  you  please,  between  them  and  their  Represent- 
atives, not  only  in  this  Congress,  but  succeeding 
Congresses  for  years  to  come;  and  a  question,  in 
my  humble  apprehension,  on  which  will  depend 
the   important  result,  whether  you  will  compel 
the  people  to  select  for  their  Representatives  na- 
bobs for  their  opulence,  or  mendicants  through 
their  wants;  or  whether  they  shall  have  recourse 
to  the  mass  of  the  population,  and  select  those  of 
the  best  talents  in  the  nation  to  enact  their  laws. 
Gentlemen    will   pardon    me— I    wish   not,  Mr! 
Speaker,  to   be  understood  as  including  myself 
With  those  I  have  last  mentioned.     No,  sir,  the 
war  which,  under  Providence,  happily  gave'  lib- 
erty ip  my  country,  unfortunately  deprived  me  of 
opportunities  which  gentlemen  around  me  have 
enjoyed. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tyler) 
has  told  us,  in  his  theory  of  instruction,  '•  that  we 
are  bound  hand  and  foot."  1  had  thout^ht  this  was 
a  Representative  Government— I  believe  it  is  so. 
What  IS  a  Representative?  One  exhibitin<^  the 
likeness  of  another;  one  exercising  the  vicarious 
or  delegated  power  given  by  another.     But  if  the 
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I^ictrioe  oj  the  gentlemao  be  correct,  we  have  no 

jflJegated  '.ower ;  for.  if  such  power  exi'ited  with 

»s,  It  must  have  been  delegated  for  some  valuable 

^,;Hrpose,  acd  ought  to  be  exercised  conformably 

i^  the  besc  understandiog  and  settled  conviction 

the  Represeniative. 


indeed.  What  has  been  the  theme  on  this  floor? 
I  need  not  state  it.  it  is  too  well  known  ;  in  opin- 
ion we  differ  little,  in  our  votes  we  differ  much. 

Now,  sir,  what  are  the  instructions  received? 
They  are  not  general,  they  are  not  definite,  but 
they  are  various;  yes.  and  in  some  respects,' they 


Ttiegenileman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  VVil-  are  very  loud  ;  and  I  may  add,  as  I  shall  by-and- 

fclAMs)  haj.  said,  -'the  people  cannot  be  wrong  by  show,  they  are  feeling  too.     Where  did    thev 

theory  «r  practice."     This  position   has  been  originate?    With  an  editor  of  a  party  paper,  who 

^*eighed  b»  rny  honorable  colleague.  (Mr.  Gros-  bad  been  a  member  of  this  House,  and  while  here 
4  ^-«0R.)  arid  found  wanting.    I  shall  only  add.  in  '  as  I  am  wdl   informed,   was  very  desirous  Con- 

^|.filyiDg  the  doctrine,  that  if  the  act  you  are  about  gress  should  receive  a  greater  compensation  and 

repeal  bf  wrong  in  the  estimation  of  the  peo  — *■-         *       •   •  -'      .  '    _  ' 


e,  ihey  hjMve  acted  unwisely,  an  J  consequently, 
}t  pong,  in  delegating  their  powers  to  us;  for  we 
f  ive  cot  oiily.  in  passing  it,  shown  no  likeness  to 
t  c  people,  as  we  enacted  it.  but  I  fear  we  shall 
ove.  in  tiye  sequel,  ihat  we  are  still  more  falli- 
'  I?,  and  cai  be,  as  well  as  do  wrong.  We  may. 
I  t>wever.  have  the  consoling  reflection,  that  we 
j  f  not  wrong  in  every  point  of  view  ;  for.  with 
«  -iry  little  exception,  all  our  theories  expressed  on 
l^/s  floor.  (Tfi  this  subject,  are.  that  six  dollars  per 
kiUm  isquiire  too  little,  but  yet  we  must  not— we 
i^'ht  not—we  dare  not  take  more.  But,  sir.  why 
iii  we  not -to  receive  more  than  six  dollars  per 
y?  WVy.  because  six  dollars  was  fixed  in 
^9.  when-^  all  admit  it  was  equal  to  if  not  more 
ia  twelv(  dollars  now.  This  is  an  anomaly  in 
iislation^  it  is  to  me  altogether  irreconcilable. 
IS  A  nevi.  light  on  the  subject  of  legislation  I 
*;:  onot  con  pretiend,  and.  if  it  be  a  true  lisht,  1 
pe  we  shall  profit  by  its  appearance 


who,  in  April  last,  aft'er  his  great  efforts  to  de- 
nounce the  law  as  a  party  measure,  and  even  be- 
fore the  election  on  which  his  resolutions  were 
intended  to  operate,  declared,  he  thought  the  law 
intended  members  to  receive  the  81. 500,  whether 
they  attended  all  the  session,  or  only  a  part  of  it! 
Next  they  were  promulgated  by  another  printer, 
who  sought  a  new  weapon,  hoping,  '-by  heaps 
upon  heaps,-'  to  slay  his  political  enemies ;  and 
who,  with  his  editorial  opinion  and  labors,  de- 
nounced the  compensation  law,  as  allowing  too 
much,  while  he  acknowledged  to  his  friends'that, 
in  his  private  opinion,  it  ought  to  have  been  not 
less  than  twenty-five  hundred  dollars. 

One  honorable  gentleman  had  in  his  pocket 
legislative  instruciions  to  repeal  the  law  ;  another 
is  indicted  by  a  grand  jury  for  voting  for  it.  I 
have  no  legislative  instructions,  and,  iT  wt-  are  to 
be  governed  by  these,  it  is  but  fair,  as  the  Legis- 
lature of  my  State  is  now  in  session,  I  should  be 
excused  Irora   voting  for  six  dollars  till  I  should 


■&n..t     »..         .1  '' . .  — w_vv  ......    .wiiiijj   lui    Mi   uoiiars  nil  I  snouiu 

Ut3ut  say  gentlemen,  we  must  reduce  the  pay  to     hear  from  them;  should   I  set  such  instructions 
A  dollars  HPr  .)»v   K..»n..  ^.  K.„.  ;„ :„_.     |  ^,i,  ,,^3^  the  instructers  with  respect  ;  but  their 


doll.irs  j.er  day.  because  we  have  instructions 
-m  our  ciiDstituents.  Now.  if  this  be  the  fact. 
\d  we  muiit  obey,  we  may  be  compared  to  gal- 
k  slaves,  rowing  one  way  but  looking  another ; 
[perhaps  we  are  more  aptly  to  be  compared  to 
^  French  <:ouncil  of  Five  Hundred,  when  Bo- 
Iparte  rettjrned  from  Egypt;  like  them  we  are 
J,Nslatmg  fy  the  power  of  the  people,  but  the 
ong  witiout,  in  hostile  array,  demand  a  sur- 
jder— a  s.'tuatiun  in  which  I  hope  never  to  see 
I  %v  American  Congress. 
,    4$ir,  howsiands  the  facts  to  which  I  have  re- 

•  %f**^  ^  ^^  °^'^  "°'  SO  '0  'he  private  chambers 
;  ^:<he  honorable  members  of  this  House,  to  in- 
;  (*Jre  their  ppinions  as  to  the  amount  of  the  pres- 

a;j  corapei^sation  ;  they  have  been  fully  expressed 

irKhis  deb«ire. 


dfi'he  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
*SNdON.)  ivho  first  brought  up  this  subject,  in  a 

I 


g.C0Dsis*,ent.  and  argumentative  speech. proved, 
■ootestab.-j,  that  the  amount  of  pay  was  not  too 
at,  in  »ov  point  of  view  ;  but,  acting  with  can 


instructions,  if  they  do  not  coincide  with  my 
views  of  propriety,  shall  pass  fur  a  thing  of  naught. 
II  I  am  to  be  governed  by  the  indictment  of  a 
grand  jury,  knowing  our  grand  juries  in  New 
York  have  laiely  had  more  urgent  business.  I 
wish  to  defer  a  decision  on  the  question  pending, 
till  they  shall  have  time  to  attend  to  my  case  ;  and 
if  they  only  charge  me  with  voting  for  the  act  of 
last  session,  they  need  no  witnesses— I  shall 
plead  guilty. 

It  we  are  to  take  local  instructions  as  our  guide 
at  least  one  of  my  honorable  colleagues  is  placed 
in  a  still  more  awkward  situation  than  myself, 
unless,  as  in  the  present  proceedings  of  this  House,' 
he  is  to  infer  that  the  minority  of  the  people 
speak  the  public  voice.  At  a  recent  town  raeei- 
iDg  in  his  district,  composed  of  I  know  not  how 
many,  perhaps  ten  or  fifteen,  possibly  twenty-five 
they  resolved —  ' 

"  That  we  decidedly  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of  the 
memUrrs  of  our  State   and  National  Legislatures,  in 


»_  I  k     '  L       I  'I "6  "•'"'-oil-  ,  lucuiurrB  oi    our  oiaie   anu  :iatioaal  L.eiriM  Hturp*    m 


tt^'-ive  up  ^is  impressions,  if  wrong,  and  let  the 
s^Jjec;   unc^rgo  a  new   investigation  ;    that  the 
-  -  yer  wtuc^  created  the  law  might  retain,  mod- 
or  repefr5  it. 

^hat  art^we  taught  by  the  able  report  of  the 

[.* t  coran»ittee  ?     How  many  members  of  this 

^se  havt^omitted  to  declare  that  the  arguments 

I  the  comenittee  are  unanswerable?     If  I  have 

Vd  of  a  f*w  such,  I. pledge  myself  they  are  few 


we  consider  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  aiding  or 
advocating  those  measures,  and  who  still  persist  in  the 
same  opinions,  as  unworthy  of  public  confidence. 

''Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  county  conven- 
tion be  instructed  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure  an 
expression  of  the  sentimenu  of  that  meeting  on  the 
above  subject." 

Sir,  these  delegates  were  true  to  their  trust ;  six 
at  least  attended  the  county  meeting;  they  used 
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their  eodearors,  and  the  result  was,  to  use  the 
phraseology  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  HrLBERT.)  the  six  delegates  voted 
unanimously  for  their  resolution,  and  the  residue 
of  the  meeting,  fifty-four  in  number,  voted  unan- 
imously against  it.  Must  I  retract  what  I  have 
said?  If  I  could  subscribe  to  the  doctrines  of 
some  gentlemen  in  this  House,  I  should  now  say 
I  have  instructions;  and  should  these  patriotic 
delegates,  disappointed  in  their  own  district,  travel 
till  they  meet  and  confer  with  the  grand  jury  who 
indicted  my  honorable  friend  on  my  left,  (.Mr. 
Parris.)  I  almost  suspect  he  will  have  another 
count  in  his  indictment ;  for.  in  addition  to  vot-  j 
ing  for  the  obnoxious  law.  they  would  find  his  I 
opinion  as  to  the  amount  still  unchanged.  ' 

Sir.  I  had  hoped  the  rights  of  conscience,  and, 
consequently,  the  right  of  opinion,  was  settled  in 
this  country;  and  that  in  civil  and  political,  as 
well  as  in  matters  of  religion,  conscience  and 
opinion  were  left  unshackled.  If  these  are  the 
instructions  to  govern  our  conduct,  they  are  point- 
ed and  extensive.  I  know  not  if  the  President 
and  Senate  still  hold  the  same  opinions  they  did 
when  they  passed  the  law  ;  if  they  do.  and  I  know 
the  members  generally  of  this  House  do.  (what- 
ever be  the  fate  of  the  bill  on  your  table.)  we  are 
all  levelled  at  a  blow.  I  know  not  the  opinions 
ot  the  Heads  of  Departments,  hut.  if  their  opin- 
ions coincide  with  ours,  we  may  apply  the  old 
proverb— "misery  likes  company.'' 

I  know  not  these  denouncing  delegates — they 
may  be  very  good  men;  but  lam  informed  at 
least  one  of  them  had  but  just  come  over  from 
the  opposite  political  sect,  and  no  marvel  if  he  at 
least  should  perform  some  great  work  of  superer- 
ogation, to  prove  himself  an  old  patriot  in  a  new 
cause. 

But  where,  Mr.   Speaker,  shall  we   who  have 
no  instructions  on  this  subject  go  to  seek  them? 
Will  gentlemen  who  take  theirs  from  their  own 
districts  tell  us  we  must  go  abroad  to  seek  ours? 
lor  they  insist  on  it,  we  are  instructed  to  repeal 
the  law,  and  of  course  to  settle  down  at  six  dol- 
lars per  day.     Shall   we  go   to   Indiana  for  our 
instructions?     Oh  yes,  the  first  act  of  her  patri- 
otism, (I  mean   no  dishonordble  reflection,  I  re- 
spect  the  new  Slates  as  much  as   tiie  old')  but 
before  she  is  admitted   a   member  of  the  Union 
she  instructs  her   Senators  and    Representatives 
to  repeal  the  compensation  law.     Sir.  this  is  not 
the  first  time  we  have  heard  of  an  infant  making 
a  great  noise,  before  a   was   introduced   to  the 
other  members  of  the  family  to  which  it  beloncred. 
But  why  should    Indiana  instruct  us?     Why 
the   honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hendricks)  in- 
lorms  us,  there  they  have  corn  at  about  twenty 
or  twenty  five  cents   per    bushel.     Yes.  sir    we 
hear  there  is  corn  lu  a  far  country,  and  here  and 
in  New  York  we  are  nearly  in  want  of  it ;  but 
we  cannot  all  go  from  our  Canaan  to  Indiana  to 
fetch  corn;  and.  should  we  make  the  attempt   I 
fear  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  .vaved  by 
the  calculation  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Desha.)  would  fall  short  of  en- 
abling us  to  feed  our  wives,  and  our  little  ones 


even  on  hominy,  while  we  are  here  legislating 
for  a  generous  and  just,  yes,  and  a  magnanimous 
people;  a  people  abundantly  able,  and.  to  their 
honor  be   it  spoken,  perfectly    willing   to   allow 
their  public  agents,  or  servants  if  you  please,  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  their  services  ;  and 
when  they  have  the  information  on  this  subject, 
possessed  by  kliis  House,  will  pronouce  the  pres- 
ent compensation  quite  little  enough.     Sir.  I  can- 
not consent  to  this  mode  of  treating  our  families. 
If  we  cannot  bring  them  here  to  live  on  the  plen- 
tiful things  of  this  a6o?mrfin^  nietropolis,  let  as 
take  the  hint  of  my  honorable  friend  from'  South 
Carolina,  formerly  given   on   this   subject,  and 
"'  live  on  brown  bread  and  cider,"  and  the'reby  be 
enabled  to  carry  with  us  home  a  little  larger  sum 
than  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

But.  sir.  I  do  not  like  the  doctrine  of  the  gen- 
tleman from    Virginia,  that  we  should  legislate 
bound  hand  and  foot.     If  his  position  be  correct 
we  are  indeed  not  only  bound  hand  and  foot,  but' 
head  and  neck  too.     I  bow  with  reverence  to  the 
voice  of  the  people  ;  they  are  the  rightful  sover- 
eign, and  shall  on  all  proper  occasions  be  obeyed 
by  me,  while  I  have  the  honor  to  be  their  Rep- 
resentative; but  when  I  am  to  pursue  their  opin- 
ion, I  wish    that  opinion   maturely  and    under- 
siandingly  given.     But  I  can  conceive  of  many 
cases  that  might  arise,  in  which   I  should  not 
obey  their  instructions,  however  clearly  expressed. 
I  will  only  state  one:  suppose  the  Senate  to  pass 
a  bill,  and  while  pending  in  this  House,  new  in- 
lormauon  should  be  ohtaineJ,  from  which  it  was 
evident,  that   its  passage   would  subjugate  your 
country;  and  the  people,  not  possessing  that  in- 
lormation,  should  locally  or  geoerally  instruct  us 
to  pass  the  bill;  would  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia vote  for  It  ?     I  hope  not  ;  at  least  my  name 
should  be  recorded  in  the  negative.     Such  cases 
might  arise  in  relation    to   treaties  or  otherwise. 
Nay,  sir,  in  cases  less  strong,  I  shjuld  dare  to  dis- 
obey the  voice  of  my  constituents,  and  that  gen- 
tleman's too. 

Sir,  I  believe  with  another  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  (.Mr.  Randolph.)  that  there  are  cases 
in  which  we  might  with  propriety  instruct  our 
constituents;  and  fam  not  sure  that,  in  this  case 
they  would  be  benefitted,  for  well  I  know  they 
have  no  idea  of  the  sacrifices  that  must  be  made 
by  a  very  large  proportion  of  those  who  come 
here  to  legislate.  But  gentlemen  say  we  must 
come  from  pure  patriotism;  the  venerable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Findley)  has 
put  this  subject  in  so  clear  a  point  of  view,  I 
should  do  injustice  to  say  anything  on  it. 

But,  sir,  many  of  my  honorable  colleagues  say 
in  their  speeches,  and  by  their  votes,  we  ought  to 
serve  for  six  dollars  per  day.  Why  this  sacrifice 
00  the  altar  of  patriotism  ?  Who  has  required 
this  at  our  hands?  One  of  the  gentlemen  (Mr. 
Taylor)  has  tolJ  us.  if  I  understood  him.  that  a 
lawyer  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  moderate 
business,  can  make  ten  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num by  his  profession — and  that  a  county  law- 
yer's clerk  can  earn  for  his  employer  twenty  dol- 
lars per  day,  with  wruing  hy  the  folio;  and  yet 


>  t 


f 


i  f 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


672 


i 


opR. 


Oompensation  Lav. 


Jandaky,  1817. 


i*h  lawy«trs,  and  others  in  business  equally  prof- 
le,  rau^  have  the  self-denial  to  serve  here  for 
:^tn  not  ^qual  to  one-ihird  of  the  earnings  of  a 
«t}inty  lav|yer's  clerk. 

<Put.  Mr  Speaker,  we  have  had  no  instructions 
ra  New  York  to  exercise  this  unparalleled 
llf-denial-i  I  know  we  have  had  an  excitenoent 
*«ome  di'^iricts,  and  from  one  of  iheai  we  have 
i  been  deoounced  as  ••  unworthy  of  public  confi- 
ijwpce  ;"  ai^d  had  the  county  meeting  been  as 
.^Mciferous  as  the  town  delegates,  we  should 
ve  s«en ',1  sad  commentary  on  the  doctrine  of 
1^  hoDorjible  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
jfLER.)  t^at  ■•  we  are  elected  from  districts,  for 
pul*poCe  only  of  collecting  the  views  of  the 
pie."  }  protest  against  at  least  some  of  the 
cws  of  ttiese  delegates,  and  wish  never  to  see 
^h  view^.fiud  a  passport  to  this  House. 
3ut,  sir^I  would  suggest  to  my  honorable  ecl- 
ogues, a»-we  have  no  precept  from  our  State, 
jecting  ys  to  reduce  the  compensation  to  six 
lars  perjday,  that  we  follow  at  least  in  part  a 
Q^ipd  exanctple,  and  tell  our  constituents  we  had 
^j  better  c^tta  on  which  to  give  our  votes,  than 
M^T  0WU5  acts.  A  number  of  my  colleagues 
jXve  been  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State  ;  they 
til  '^w  its  yoncerns,  and  its  public  spirit.  How 
ii*  we  fin-J  facts  on  that  alarming  subject  of 
c' ['npensatjjn  ?  Why,  sir,  but  a  lew  years  ago, 
t  .9  membtrs  of  the  Legislature  received  per  day 
*.  \rx)  dollar:;  and  fifty  cents;  now  five  dollars: 

'.yi«  Ttovert.br  of  the  Sute  receives  per  annum  $7,000 

t-^ncellor  j 4,500 

igiges  of  lie  Supreme  Court         ...  4,300 

<J  jnptroller< 2,600 

lacrclary  oliSute 2,000 

^ctsurer    * 1,700 

irvejfor  U-fieral 2,000 

|td  the  Ma|orlof  the  aty  of  2Vew  York         -  7,600 

i  need  ;^d^-tn5  more.  Other  officers  in  that 
lite  receive  in  proportion.  I  shall  say  little 
l^ul  the  jiegal  charges  of  lawyers.  My  col- 
lA^ue  lias  jiirown  a  light  on  this  subject,  which 
H.>  siaiutt*  book  fully  confirms.  We  generally 
^ye  enoui;h  lawyers  in  the  Legislature  of  that 
W*te;  buul  never  heard  them,  in  fixing  their 
^ss,  propc^e  to  be  governed  by  such  disinter- 
SJ'jfd  pairiuiism.  But  members  of  Congress  must 
^^e  fromHbat  State,  say  some  of  my  colleagues, 
.▼.I  corufl  r.ir  SIX  dollars  per  day,  and  that  too 
slieerj  patriotism.  Yes,  sir,  abandon  their 
sfiioess,  ai^d  serve  here  for  a  pittance,  and.  after 
.^■absencejjf  from  four  to  seven  months,  return 
'  i^ue  to  tkjeir  families  with  four  hundred  and 
dollar*  in  their  pockets,  and  tell  their  chil- 
ifQ  :  1  amr  not  wealthy  ;  I  had  heretofore  laid  up 
ur  be^iefit  a  little  property  ;  but  a  rich  peo- 
f.-^  have  i*inored  me  with  a  seat  in  Congress, 
5  told  m^  to  lake  from  tlieir  funds  enough  to 
e  me  s'|meihing  like  a  reasonable  compensa- 
(1,  not  foj  sacrifices,  but  for  services  ;  but,  being 
■iitrioi,  1  vvould  take  no  more  than  four  hun- 
jtnAl  and  l^fiy  dollars,  after  deducting  from  my 
the  bar*/  cost  of  my  necessary  diet,  and  una- 
dabie  expenses,  while  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
|u^ni;— and    their    children    may    respond:    my 
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father  was  once  prosperous  io  business;  beloved 
bis  home,  and  his  family  ;  but  be  was  honored  by 
his  fellow-citizens  to  a  seat  in  Congress;  he 
loved  bis  country,  but  through  a  mistaken  zeal  to 
prove  his  patriotism,  he  has  blasted  my  hopes, 
and  leffme  in  poverty. 

Sir.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  look  at  this  subject, 
and  if  they  really  believe  we  are  in  duty  bound 
to  place  any  in  a  situation  that  such  sacrifices 
are  inevitable,  when  the  people  are  able  and  wil- 
ling to  bear  at  least  a  part  of  the  losses  ?  If  the 
people  think  we,  as  individuals,  do  not  deserve 
it.  they  have  the  staff  in  their  own  hands,  and 
happy  is  their  lot.  they  can  be  served  by  such  as 
thev  may  think  fit  for  the  purpose. 

Sir,  I  am  one  of  the   fortunates,  or   unfortu- 
nates, returned  for  the  fifteenth  Congress.     I  feel 
myself  honored  by  the  voice  of  my  fellow-citi- 
zens.    I  wish  i  was  more  deserving  that  honor, 
and  better  qualified  for  the  duties  of  the  station. 
But  if  we  are  to  legislate  as  some  gentlemen  have 
contended,  I  crave  not  that  honor.     I  cannot  rote 
for  a  measure  which  to  me  does  not  appear  to  be 
dictated  by  sound  policy,  and  promotive  of  pub- 
lic good  ;  and,  while  I  honor  the  candor,  and  ap- 
preciate the  views  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  I  will  not  forego  the  plea- 
sure to   reflect  thut  1   am  delegated  by  a  people 
too  just  and  too  magnanimous  to  withhold  from 
their  Representatives  the   pitiful  addition  to  the 
pay  fixed  six-and-twenty  years  ago;  which,  divi- 
ded among  them,  will  not  exceed  one  cent  and 
three  mills   each   per  annum.     Sir,  I  have  voted 
for  ten  dollars,  with  a  view  to  fix  the  mileage  at 
six  dollars.     Sir,  I  voted  for   nine  dollars,  with 
the  same  view.     I  shall  now  vote  for  eight  dol- 
lars, agreeably  to   the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee.    For  a  less  sum  I  will  not  vote  this  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.    Tall,    of    Kentucky,    observed,    that,    in 
rising  to  address   the  House,  at  the  present  pro- 
tracted  period  of  the  discussion,  some  apology 
was  probably  due  for   the  intrusion.     That  apo- 
logy was  to  be  found  in   the   very  extraordinary 
course  which   the  debate  had  taken.     He  under- 
stood from  the  Chair,  that  the   immediate  ques- 
tion before  the   House  was,  on   filling  the    first 
blank  in  the  bill  with  eight  dollars.     Gentlemen, 
instead  of  confining  themselves  to  the  question 
under  consideration,  have  gone  at  length  into  the 
discussion  of  the  "right  of  the  people  to  instruct 
their  Representatives,  and  the  duty  of  a  Repre- 
sentative receiving  such  instructions,"'  or  whether 
it  was  the  duty   of  a  Representative,  in   voting 
upon  this  or  any  other  question,  to  be  governed 
by  what  he  conceived   to  be  the  will  of  his  con- 
stituents 1     Holding  the  affirmative  of  both  those 
propositions,  and  finding   them  attacked  with  so 
much  zeal   and  ability,  he  could  not  sit  by  and 
give  a  silent  vote;  although   it  had  been  his  de- 
termination to  do  so,  when  this  subject  was  first 
brought  before  the  House.     He   should  vote  for 
repealing  the  law  of  the  last  session,  provided  the 
proposed  substitute  pleased  him.     He  was  free  to 
confess  that,  in  doing  so,  he  was  measurably  in- 
fluenced by  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  settled 
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and  determined  will  of  his  constituents.  Repeal- 
ing a  law,  or  giving  a  vote  diflerent  at  one  session 
from  what  he  may  have  given  at  a  procedine 
one»  carried  no  terrors  to  his  mind.  Neither  did 
the  fear  of  incurring  the  impuutions  mentioned 
by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  carry  any 
terrors  to  his  mind.  He  thought  it  no  act  of 
cowardice,  either  personal  or  political,  to  obey 
the  will  of  those  who  sent  him  here.  On  the 
contrary,  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  bounden  duty 
to  do  so,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  subject 
under  consideration.  I  do  not  purpose  troubling 
the  House  with  uhat  has  been  aptly  termed  an 
••  experience."  We  have  heard  a  sufficiency  of 
those  disgusting  relations. 

Gentlemen  from  other  States  have  informed 
you  of  the  heat  which  prevailed,  and  the  work- 
ings of  the  public  mind  in  Kentucky.     An  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Par- 
Ris)   has  had  reference   to  it.  not  certainly  with  , 
any  other  view  than  that  of  showing  that  thelaw 
of  la^t  session  was  not  approved  of  by  the  people   ' 
Another  honorable  gentleman   (.Mr.  RtyNOLna,  ' 
of  Tennessee,)  has  also  given  you  a  very  particu- 
lar account  of  It.     And  although  Kentucky  and  i 
Tennessee  are  in  about  the  same  political  as  well  | 
as  geographical   latitude,   it  would  seem,  accord- 
ing to  ihat  gentleman,  that  all  the  heat  they  had  • 
ID  that  Slate  was  borrowed  from  Kentucky.     As  ' 
I  have  a  great  regard  for  the  State  which    that 
gentleman  represents  in    part,  and  the  peace  and  ' 
happiness  of  its  citizens,  I  regret  exceedingly  the  i 
mischief  which  was  occasioned  by  the  unfavor- 
able season  in  Kentucky.     It   produced   in    Ten 


I  are  always   odious.     The  arguments  of  gentle- 
I  men  had  come  far  short  of  convincing  him  that 
I  he  was  in  an  error,  and  he  was  certainly  not  to 
be  ridicult^d  out  of  his  opinions.     The  gentleman 
from  New  York   had  undertaken  to  give  a  most 
;  disgusting  and  ludicrous  picture  of  the  citizens 
I  meeting  together   to  consult   upon  matters  of  a 
I  public  nature.     A  demagogue  mounted  upon  a 
1  stump,    addressing  them  ;   one    wire    for   a    yea 
another  for  a  nay,  a  third  for  a  yes,  and  a  fourth 
lor  a  no.  «tc. ;  hats  and  greasy  caps   flying;  and 
then  he  comes  out   upon   us   with  his  eagle  and 
buzzard.     The  gentleman,  sir.  has  danced  on  the 
finely-wrought   wires  of  his  own    rich  and  exu- 
berant  fancy   this    most    incongruous   group   of 
figures   through   all   the  mazes  of  metaphorical 
confusion. 

We  are  attempted  (said  Mr.  T.)  to  be  arrested 
at  the  threshold  of  this  business  by  a  call  for  our 
instructions.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  written 
instructions  are  to  come  into  thi^  House,  with  all 
those  evidences  of  authenticity  which  are  re- 
quired in  courts  of  justice  in  relation  to  foreign 
records  and  instruments  from  a  foreign  country  ? 
No  gentleman  has  preiended  that  wriiien  instruc- 
tions are  necessary.  I  have  only  to  observe  in 
relation  to  mysrlf,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  to 


nessee,  it  seems,  considerable  excitement,  and 
threw  the  public  mind  into  a  high  slate  of  fer- 
mentation; and,  what  was  worse  than  all,  it  de- 
tached the  ladies,  who,  he  tells  us.  influence  the 
elections  in  Tennessee,  from  the  interest  of  that 
gentleman.  That  honorable  gentleman  knows 
that  I  respect  him  highly,  and  he  will  therefore 
believe  me  when  I  say,  that  1  most  sincerely  re- 
gret that  unfortunate  circumstance.  I  however 
hope  that  the  honorable  gentleman,  by  his  zeal 
aclivily,  and  useful  services  during  the  present 
session,  will  be  enabled  to  reinstate  himself  in  the 
good  opinion  of  his  former  female  friends;  at 
least  of  some  one  of  the  fairest  of  them,  that  he 
may  change  his  present  condition  while  it  is  "to- 
day" wuh  him. 

Gentlemen,  sir,   have  levelled   all  the  artillery 
of  their  wit  and  eloquence  against  the  proposition 
contended   tor.     One  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Grosve.noh)  particularly,  has  indulged   himself 
man  asfwrity  ol  remark  and  seventy  of  sarcasm 
for  which  he  is  most  happily  suited  ;  he  has  made 
comparisons,  which,  if  he  intended  to  be  personal   i 
might  be  considered  oflVnsive.     [Here  Mr.  Gros- 
ve.noh disclaimed  having  allusion  to  any  particu- 
lar members.]     .Mr.  T.  proceeded,  and  observed.  ; 
that  he  supposed   the  gentleman's  sense  of  pro^  ' 
priely    and  regard    for    Parliamentary    decorum  i 
would  restrain   him  from  any  remarks  of  a  per- 
sonal nature  calculated   to  wound  the  feelings  of 
any  member  of  the  House.     He  would  take  the 
liberty,  however,  of  observing,  that  comparisons 
Mih  Con.  2d  Sess.— 22 


;  me  how  I  ascertain  the  wishes  of  my  constitu- 
ents ;  this  is  a  matter  altogether  between  the 
:  Representative  and  the  Electors.  Public  senti- 
I  ment  can  be  ascertained  in  various  ways,  among 
others  that  of  personal  intercourse  with  the  jieo- 
ple.  There  is  another  way  in  which  it  is  ascer- 
tained, that  Is  not  always  very  pleasant  to  the 
Representative.  If  1  am  sensible  of  the  fact  I 
shall  not  except  to  ttie  evidence  of  it.  The  Rep- 
resentative alone  is  to  be  the  judge  of  that  evi- 
dence. While  I  claim  lor  myself  the  right  of 
giving  my  vote,  by  my  own  conceptions  ol  duty 
I  am  certainly  willing  to  accord  the  same  right 
to  others.  If  gentlemen  choo-e  to  disregard  the 
public  voice,  or  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  their 
constituents,  it  is  not  for  me  to  rise  up  in  ray 
place  and  say,  Sir.  why  do  you  this  thing  ?  And 
1  protest  against  the  right  of  gentlemen  to  inter- 
fere between  my  constituents  and  myself. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Grob- 
VENOR,)  who  addressed  you  on  Saturday,  held  up 
to    your    view    the   Constitution   of   the   United 
States,  and,  with  a  triumphant  tone  and  manner, 
asked  in   what  p^rt  of  that  instrument  this  right 
of  the  jieople  to  instruct  their  Representatives  is 
to  be  found.     Here,  sir,  at  the  outset,  we  are  at 
issue.     It  is  not   to   the  scrip  of  parchment  on 
which  the  Constitution   was  originally  enrolled, 
that  we  are   to  look  for   the  people'*  rights.     In- 
stead of  looking  to  that  instrument  for  the  {peo- 
ple's rights,  it  IS  there  you  iiiu>t  search  for  your 
powers.     It  is  in  that  instrument  the  people  have 
told  you  wliat  they  have  given ;  and  such  powers 
as  they  have  not  there  given,  they  have  expressly 
retained.     Tiie  people  have  not  granted  away  all 
their  powers,   but  have  made  a  special  grant  for 
purposes    parlicuUrly    defined    and   enumerated. 
Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates  they  were  citizens  of  separate 
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Vereign,'«nd  independent  States,  in  the  consti- 
'tions  ofjwhich  their  rights  were  particularly 
■ifined  an3  perfectly  understood.  Indeed,  whether 
^  ci'.izenjtof  the  >eTeral  States,  or  o/"  the  United 
I'Jat^s.  thily  are  at  liberty  to  do  that  which  is  not 
'ohibitedf  If  you  wish  the  people  not  to  exer- 
>e  this  ritht,  call  upon  them  lo  give  it  up.  To 
Ustrate  ifiy  position:  In  Great  Britain  the  sov- 
fign  povier  is  acknowledged  to  be  in  the  Prince, 
io  has  been  pleased,  from  time  to  time,  to  give 
V  parts  6i  his  absolute  sovereignty  in  favor  of 
uhjec  «.     The  rights  of 


the  United  States  are  perfect  slaves,  and  are  only 
free  during  the  short  period  of  the  election?" 
Certainly  our  fathers  did  not  intend  this.  But, 
sir,  I  wish  not  to  appeal  to  English  jurists,  states- 
men, or  politicians,  for  an  expo^ition  of  our  Con- 
stitution. Thank  God  we  are  competent  to  that 
task  ourselves.  Those  great  men  who  lived  when 
it  was  adopted,  understood  it  be«t.  What  says 
the  venerable  Jud^e  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  duty  ot  a  Representative  in  our  Gov- 
ernment? I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  lay  my  hands  on  his  edition  of  Black- 


sunjec  «.      ihe  rights  ol    the   people,   to   be 
and  in  what  they  call  their  Constitution,  have  I  stone's  Commentaries,  where  he  examines  and 
tn  extorf^jd  from    their  source  of  sovereignty,  j  investigates  this  question  with  that  ability  which 
^ry  different  here  ;  the  people  are  acknowledged  !  distinguishes  him  on  all   subjects  on   which  he 


be  the  source  of  all  power.  I  can  then  confi- 
.Tily  call  upon  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  to 
j;  A  t.ieir  ftnger  upon  that  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
ly.tn  wheru  the  people  have  given  up  this  rio^ht. 
■-Gentletrfen  have  referred  to  Edmund  Burke,  of 
tPpgland,  ifs  a  high  authority  in  opposition  to  the 


l^nciple  contended  for.  Sir,  to  Mr.  Burke  I  will 
^|jpose  his'  constituenis,  who,  because  he  disre- 
jji^ded  the'ir  will,  refu>ed  to  re-elect  him.     Icon- 


speaks  or  writes;  and  where  he  lays  it  down  as 
the  bounden  and  indispensable  duty  of  the  Rep- 
resentative to  vote  the  will  of  his  constituents. 
He  does  not  stop  to  inquire  about  the  right  of  the 
people  to  instruct.  He  doubtless  supposed  the 
right  could  not  be  questioned. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  demagogues, 
trimmers,  time-servers,  popularity  hunters,  Ac. 
I  am  not  ashamed  of  holding  the  same  opinions 


Her  then,  full  as  good  authority  as  Mr.  Burke  which  were  held  by  that  great  man.  He  was  no 
J^>elf.  yir  William  Blacksione,  in  bis  Cora- !  demagogue,  no  popularity  hunter,  other  than  that 
i^ntaries  fju  the  Laws  ol  England,  says  the  mem-  j  which  he  expected  to  reap  from  great  and  good 
yjrs  ot   th»v  British  House  of  Commons  are  not    actions.     What   he  has   written  on  this  subject 

»«ind  (as  ».n   ihe    United   Provinces)  to  vote  the  |  will  not  be  considered  the  ravings  of  disappointed 


It  would  be   contrary  to  the  terms 
writ."     As  this   is  the  only  reason 


tf(il  ol  ihejr  constituents;  and  what  reason  does 
Sr-«  assign  1    •  ' 
^;the  Kirr;^'s 

to-r'gned,  \  presume  it  is  the  best  Sir  William 
Kuld  advance  in  support  of  his  position;  and 
#^at  Is  u5  The  '-sovereign  power  (the  King) 
'  lied  upotfi  them  to  meer  in  Parliament,  and 
I^J-e  him  idvice."  The  sovereign  power  in  this 
^^ntry  (lie  people)  .^end  them  with  their  ad- 
<  J*"-  He  f-ays,  or  at  least  admits,  that  a  member 
l^be  legislative  body  in  the  United  Provinces 
•i^e  Government  of  which  country,  at  the  time 
Jwrote.  was  very  similar  to  ours)  was  bound 
Vjvoie  thw  will  of  his  constituents.  It  is  true  he 
.>4?s  not  a.rsigD  any  particular  reason.  The  rea- 
♦fi,  howevJer,  is  obvious :  they  had  a  Republican 
^«#vernmei]t ;  ihe  people  were  the  source  of  power 
^'  authoMiy.     H  Edmund  Burke  and  Sir  Wil- 


ambition.  or  the  frantic  bowlings  of  a  factious 
jacobin;  but  the  grave,  serious.  >olemn,  delibe- 
rate opinion  of  an  enlightened  philosopher,  a 
warm-hearted  philanthropist,  an  eminent  states- 
man and  profound  lawyer.  His  sentiments  were 
delivered  in  the  form  of  lectures  to  the  students 
of  William  and  Mary,  in  Virginia,  in  which  in- 
stitution he  was  professor  of  law.  His  object 
was  to  give  to  those,  whose  instruction  was  con- 
fided to  his  care,  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  country.  No  purpose  of 
party  or  of  faction  were  to  be  answered  by  incul- 
cating the  doctrines  alluded  to. 

I  have  contended,  that  this  right  and  duty 
grows  out  of  the  very  nature  of  the  Government. 
I  am  bold  to  say,  that  it  was  so  understood,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  several  State  consti- 
tutions, or  why   is  it  provided,  in  many  of  ihera, 


n  Blacl{>tone  are  considered  as  high  English  i  that  the  people  have  a  right  to  assemble  togelher| 

norilie>1      in      OnOOSItion     to      iKp      nrin«»inlo      fnr    \   ronxulr     imnn     ihp     nnmmnn     irnn,\      an.l     '•  in.>,...t 


i.ii^horiiie>',  in  opposition  to  the  principle  for 
i|Jich  I  cotjtend.  other  English  authorities,  equal- 
J|re>pecta.:)le,  and  in  point,  might  be  cited  in 
'ffOf  ol  It,  My  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ty- 
I'f'-i)  relervd  you  on  Saturday  to  one  which  I 
'♦(Usider  it,finiiely  superior  to  them  both,  and 
Cha;:ham  to  boot— I  mean  the  immortal 
jernon  ^jiidney.  The  remarks  of  Burgh,  in  his 
SJoliiical  .Disquisition-,"  are  very  forcible:    "  If 


consult  upon  the  common  good,  and  '*  instruct 
the  Representatives,"  Certainly  the  word  "in- 
struct" has  a  very  different  meaning  from  "  re- 
quest;" it  implies  the  power  of  commanding 
obedience.  The  best  expositors  have  it  '•  to  teach, 
to  form  by  precept,  to  inform  authoritatively." 

Sir,  in  the  constitutions  of  Massachusetts,  North 
Carolina,  and  Vermont,  and  probably  in  several 
.  .  .  -  ,  others,  the   right  of  the  people  to  "  instruct  the 

^.^e  member-  o[  the  House  of  Commons  are  not  Representatives"  is  expressly  recognised.  Cer- 
^|)liged  tcr  regard  the  instructions  of  their  con-  tainly  the  framers  of  those  instruments  considered 
rjjituents.  die  people  of  England  choose  a  set  of  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  Representative  to  obey  such 
^•»pot>  ecery  seven  years,  and  are  as  perfect  |  instructions.  Would  a  Representative  of  the 
V-aves  as  cne  Turks,  except  the  few  months  of  '  people,  in  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina. 
|-general  election." 


'Might  1  not  be  permitted  to  say,  with  Burgh, 

|i?  iiie  rarnbeis  of  Congress  are   not  bound  to 

^y  the  Will  of  their  constituents,  the  people  of 


sworn  to  support  the  constitution,  consider  him- 
self at  liberty  to  depart  from  instructions  ?  I 
would  argue,  that  the  character  given  in  the  dif- 
ferent constitutions  to  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
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lative  department  of  their  Governments,  is  strong- 
ly  in   favor  of  my    position.     In  some  of  them 
'•  trustees  and  servants."     In  others  '  trustees  and 
agents."     Gentlemen   have  emphatically   asked, 
shall  we  be  considered  as  mere  "  agents."     Sir. 
our  fathers  were '•  high-minded"  men,  but  they 
were  not  ashamed  of  the  appellation  of  •'  a<yents." 
I  am   fearful   we  will    become   too   much  "so.  too 
•'  high-minded."  I  beg  leave  to  refer  theHouse.and 
particularly  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  to  the  style  of  the  laws  in  that  State.     The 
constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York  provides, 
that  the  style  of  ail  laws  shall  be,  "  Be  it  enacted' 
by  the  peop/f  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  represented."     The  convention  of 
that  State  certainly  calculated,  that  the  Senate 
and   Assembly,  in    the  enactment  of  laws,  in  the 
name  of  the    people,  would  be  governed  by  the 
voice  of  the  people.     I  ask,  if  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  and  Assembly  might  not  as  individuals  en- 
tertain  opinion*   diametrically  opposite  to  nine- 
teen-lweniieths  of  the  people  ?     What  a  mockery 
of  the  people  to  enact  laws  lo  their  name,  for  their 
oppression,  or  against  which  they  are   decidedly 
opposed.     Yes,  sir,  full  as  great  a  mockery  as  that 
which  was  made  ol  the  name  of  the  King  in  Eng- 
land by  the  Parliament  previous  to  ihecommence- 
naent  of  the  civil  war,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I, 
TheParliamentassumed  executive  powers,  issued 
orders  to  the  army,  railitia,  navy.  &c.,  in  the  name 
of  the  King,  directing  them  to  obey  the  orders  uf 
the  King  signitied  by  his  Parliament.     In  the  one 
case,  the  name  of  the  monarch  was  used  for  the 
subversion  of  the  monarchy — in  the  other,   the 
name  of  the  people  would  be  used  for  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  people. 

1  have  contended,  that  this  right  of  the  people, 
and  duty  of  the  Representative,  grows  out  of  the 
very  nature  of  our  Government ;  and  thai  it  was 
so  understood  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Gentlemen  are  much  in 
the  habit  of  informing  you  of  the  'schools"  in 
which  they  were  educated.  I  acknowledge  that 
I  have  drawn  my  political  creed  from  the  "Ancient 
Dominion."  ll  1  am  in  error  on  tins  subject,  then 
were  Madison,  Henry,  Wythe,  Mason,  Grayson, 
Pendleton,  Tyler,  and  ttie  list  of  worthies  who 
composed  the  Virginia  Convention,  which  adopt- 
ed itie  Federal  Consiituiion,  wrung;  for  we  are 
expressly  informed  by  the  history  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, that,  although  they  differed  about  sub- 
ordinate expedients,  yet  in  relation  to  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Constitution,  the  sanctity 
ol  the  will  of  the  people,  the  interminable  invio- 
lability of  the  rights  of  man.  there  was  but  one 
sentiment,  but  one  voice. 

Not  willing  that  the  Constitution  should  go  out 
of  Iheir  hands,  without  expressing  their  opinion 
on  the  great  and  fundamental  principles  ol  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  rights  of  the  people,  they  at- 
tached lo  the  Constitution  "A  bill  of  righi.s,"  in 
which,  aiuoug  other  things,  ihey  have  declared, 
"thai  the  people  have  a  right  peaceably  lo  assem- 
'  ble  logeiher,  lo  consult  for  the  common  good,  or 
to  insirucl  their  Representatives,  and  that  every 
'  freeuiaa  has  a  right  to  peiuioa  the  Legislature 


'  for  a  redress  of  grievances."  Such  were  their 
views  upon  the  subject.  "The  people  have* 
right  to  instruct  their  Representatives."  'A 
single  individual  citizen  has  a  right  lo  petition." 
If  the  members  of  the  Virginia  Convention  merit 
the  appellation  of  demagogues,  ihen  I  am  willing 
to  be  so  called.  An  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  some  years  since  on 
this  floor  (I  was  not  then  a  member,  but  I  recol- 
lect reading  his  speech)  observed,  in  reply  to  one 
or  two  gentlemen,  who  it  seemed  had  obtruded 
their  advice  on  him,  that  he  should  not  take  their 
advice— they  were  not  fathers  of  thechurch— they 
were  junior  apprentices  of  the  law. 

I  believe  that  gentleman  will  agree  with  me 
that  the  characters  to  whom  I  have  alloded,  are! 
and  were  the  fathers  of  the  church  ;  and  ihat'their 
political  creed  may    be  embraced  in  safely  ;  they 
had  passed  the  degree  of  entered  apprentices,  they 
were  •'  master  masons,"  engaged  in  building  the 
temple  of  liberty  ;  at  the  laying  of  the  chief  cor- 
ner-stone of  which,  the  guardian  angel  of  Amer- 
ica inscribed   thereon  in   legible  characters,  the 
words,  "The  People."     By  the  same  hand  was 
inscribed   over  the  front  door  of  the  temple,  the 
same    words.  "The  People."     It  has  long  since 
been  predicted,  that  if  an  evil  spirit  should  arise, 
with  power  to  blot  out  or  obliterate  those  inscrip- 
tions, that  fair  fabric  would  fall  prostrate  to  the 
ground.     It  has  hitherto  stood  the  storms  of  fac- 
tion, and  the  united  efforts  of  corruption  and  in- 
trigue to  sap  and  undermine  it.  *It  is  based  upon 
a  rock,  I  trust,  more  solid  and  durable  than  ada- 
mant, the  affections,  the  virtue,  and  intelligence  of 
••  the  people" — its  summit  approximates  to  heaven. 
My  fervent  ejaculations  are  offered  to  a  kind  Prov- 
idence, that  It  may  continue  to  stand,  in  its  pris- 
tine  beauty  and  splendor,  ''till  time  shall  be  no 
more."     We  are  asked,  if  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Rep- 
resentative to  vote  the  will  of  his  constituents, 
where  is  the  power  to  enforce  it — it  has  no  sanc- 
tion.    To  which  I  would  answer,  just  the  same 
power,the  same  sanction  ihatgenileraenhave  who 
contend  for  theconverseof  the  proposition.  Where 
IS  the  power  to  compel  a  member  to  attend  lo  the 
faithful  and  honest  discharge  of  his  duties?     It 
depends  entirely  upon  himself  in  both  cases.     A 
member   may  say,  he  will  vole  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  judgment;    yet   how   frequently 
does  it  happen,  thai   they  are  exclusively  under 
the   influence  of  party  feelings,  of  passion  and 
prejudice.     Though   ihere  is  no  mode  to  compel 
a  member  to  vote  the  will  of  his  consiituenu; 
though   there  is  no  sanction;  I  contend  that  ihe 
right  of  ihe  people  and  ihe  duty  of  the  Represen- 
tative is  not   thereby  impaired.     How  many  of 
our  relative  and  social  duties  are  without  a  sanc- 
tion I    the    duty    we   owe   as   liusbands,   fathers, 
neighbors,  dec,  the  most  important  of  any  in  so- 
ciety ;  if  we  fail  in  the  discharge  of  those  dunes, 
where  is  ihe  legal  power  to  compel  us,  or  inflict 
punishment  for  ibe  failure? 

I  had  expected,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  those  great 
questions  had,  by  this  time,  been  put  to  rest.  That 
the  Consiiiulioual  right  of  the  people  to  instruct, 
and  the  duty  of  the  Representative  to  obejr,  have 
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!0  SO  frtHiueotly  recogDised  and  established  by 
lte   State  authorities  aad  by  the  people,  that,  at 

is  day,  ii  would  not  be  doubted.     I  will  venture 

raver,  that,  if  the  archives  of  the  different  States 

riere  examined,  it  would  be  found  every  one  of 

jetn  had  been  in  the   habit  of  exercising  this 

tght,  by  m.tructing  iheir  Senators  ;  and,  in  many 

J-  them,  pobably,  the  right  of  the  people  to  in- 

[ruct  aad  :he  duty  of  the  Representative  to  obey, 

>pressly  recognised,  in  addition  to  what  is  to  be 

^^dnd  in  fheir  c'bnstitutions.     In  the  State,  sir, 

fhich  we  |iave  the  honor  of  representing  in  part, 

(know  it  i^^  a  fact.     If  this  was  a  question  as  to 

te  power  pi  the  Congress,  instead  of  the  right  of 

le  peoplej  those  "repeated    recognitions    under 

iried    cirn'umstances."  would  be  considered  as 

living  setfled  it.     I  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten- 

)n  of  get>\leraen  to  the  establishment  of  a  Bank 

the  Oni.ed  States.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
[hen  the  United  States  Bank  was  established, 
>e  taen  r,i\xxorny ,  with  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
istrate  at'iheir  bead,  contended,  that  it  was  un- 
^A>nstitutio*)al;  the  bank,  however,  was  established, 
lid  went  Jnto  operation.  Previous  to  the  expi- 
ition  of  t<ie  charter,  a  proposition  was  made  to 
inew  it;  ;)n  the  argument  of  that  question,  in 
Ipport  of  ■.he  Constituiional  power  of  Congress, 
[was  coni*.'nded,  that  the  State  Legislatures  had 
ppliedly,  at  least,  acknowledged  the  constitu- 
!  nality  of-  the  mea-Nure  by  providing  for  the  pun- 
imenl  o^  persons  guilty  of  counterfeiting  its 
ries. 


Mr.  CoNDicT,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  that  havioe 
differed  from  bis  colleagues  in  his  vote  upon  the 
compensation  law  of  last  session,  and  differino^ 
from  them  now  as  to  the  amount  of  daily  pay  of 
the  members,  he  wished  to  submit  a  lew  remarks 
in  explanation  of  the  vote  he  >hould  give. 

I  voted  for  the  law  of  last  session,  said  Mr.  C, 
from  a  full  conviction  that,  by  the  depreciatioD  of 
money,  and  the  increased  expense  of  living  in 
this  place,  the  daily  pay  of  six  dollars  had  virtu- 
ally become  reduced  to  half  its  original  value.  I 
voted  for  it,  however,  very  reluctantly,  on  ac- 
count of  the  salary  principle,  as  it  was  called.  I 
felt  also  a  delicacy  in  deciding  upon  our  own 
compeDsaiion.  and  regretted  the  loss  of  an  amend- 
ment offered  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph.)  excluding  the  present  Congress  from 
the  operation  of  the  law.  Convinced,  however, 
that  an  increase  of  compensation  was  reasonable 
and  just,  to  enable  us  to  meet  increased  expenses, 
I  voted  for  the  bill,  unpopular  as  I  knew  it  would 
be.  If  the  sum  lo  be  allowed  by  this  bill  be  such 
as  I  deem  a  reasonable  and  fair  one,  I  shall  vote 
for  it.  and  for  the  repeal  of  the  former  law. 

The  question  now  before  us  is,  shall  the  daily 
pay  of  members  remain  as  formerly,  at  six  dol- 
lars, or  be  increased?     Or,  to  state 


It  more  con- 
formably to  facts  as  they  actually  exist,  the  ques- 
tion will  stand  thus  :  Shall  the  daily  pay,  reduced 
by  circumstances  to  half  its  original  value,  be  re- 
stored to  something  near  its  former  amount? 

I  will  not  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House. 
^  1  he  Fre.ident,  in  his  objections  to  the  bank  bill,  I  by  repealing  the  arguments  in  favor  of  an  increase! 

fich  pasjed  both  Houses  at  the  last  session  of  They  are  fully  and  ably  stated  in  the  report  of 
thirteeiih  Congress,  considered  the  question  the  committee,  and  have  been  subaiitteJ  to  the 
the  constitutionality  as  having  been  settled.  I  press.  Indeed,  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  an 
esay.-^ — "waiving  the  question  of  the  Constitu-  ,  increase  of  wages  had  been  so  fell  by  every  mem- 
onalautliority  of  the  Legislature  to  establishan  ber  of  both  Houses,  long  before  the  bill  of  last 
icorporated  bank. as  being  precluded  in  my  judg-  I  session  was  thought  of,  as  to  be  the  daily  topic  of 
lent  by  repeated  recognitions  under  varied  cir-  I  conversation  at  the  fireside,  and  in  every  circle, 
imstancfs  of  the  validity  of  such  an  institution.  On  this  subject  1  never  heard  but  one  opinion  ex- 
laclsofi^ie  Legislative,  Executive. and  Judicial  I  pressed  from  any  quarter  of  the  House,  and  oo- 
^~   '*  ■'■    ^  thing  but  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  calls 

for   taxes,    prevented    the    measure    from     being 
brought  forward  at  an  earlier  day.     The  opposi- 


iranchesof  the  Government,  accompanied  by  in 
^ications  Tii  different  modes  of  a  concurrence  of 
le  gener44  will  of  the  nation.  <tc."  If  we  take  to 
Irselves  p|)wer  by  implication,  (as  in  the  estab- 
braent  ol  the  bank.)  if  we  refer  to  legislative  and 
ffier  decisions  as  well  as  the  concurrence  of  the 
^tieral  wiU  of  the  nation,  as  precluding  doubts 
J  relation  ':o  it;  surely  in  great  questions,  invol- 
VJg  the  rijjhts  of  the  people,  the  same  decisions 
^  their  favor,  the  same  concurrent  will,  ought  to 
In  regardetK  I  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood.  I 
i|[ve  not  had  reference  to  the  practice  of  the  State 
>^gislaturQS  in  instructing  their  Senators,  because 


tion  to  the  bill  last  year,  I  always  understood,  was 
to  the  manner,  more  than  to  the  amount.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Hcqer)  is  the  only  exception  within  my  knowl- 
edge, and  his  ample  Jortune,  as  he  candidly  told 
us,  rendered  any  compensation  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference to  him.  Much  light  has  been  shed,  bow- 
ever,  00  this  subject  since  tiie  last  session,  espe- 
cially at  the  elections,  and  many  gtnileraen  who 

..  contented  themselves  with  profound  silence  have 

oehevedsuch    instructions   obligatory  on  the    since  discovered  many   very  weighty  objections 
[epresentfeiive,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing    even  to  an  increase  of  the  old  six  dollars  ' 

'  consta;it  and   oniform  opinion  of  the  Slate        The  first  and  principal  objection  is    ihat  it  is 
horities  <  It  we  err,  let  us  err  on  the  side  of  the    unpopular.     This  is  true  to  a  certain  extent  and 
ap  e.     Mr.  T.  concluded,  by  observing,  that  he  ;  would  have  been  true  to  nearly  the  same  extent 
.uidnot-go  into  an  examination  of  the  merits  ;  if  the  original  compensation   had  been  two  dol- 


^|he  law  ,)f  the  last  session,  the  subject  had  long 

;e  been  exhausted.     I  shall  vote,  as  I  staled  a't 

outset,  jfor  its  repeal,  in  doing  which.  1  con- 

Jsr  myselj  as  acting  in  conformity  to  the  wishes 

[my  cons^tuents. 

1 


lars;  or,  indeed,  if  the  practice  had  been  to  have 
no  compensation  at  all.  Any  increase  of  wages 
by  any  legislative  body  will  be,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, unpopular,  and  therefore  the  mere  popular- 
ity hunter  will  say  no  to  the  measure,  although 
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he  may  extend  his  charity  so  far  as  to  look  com-    of  triangular  weapon.     I  have  been  dismissed  for 

placenlly  on  those  who  differ  from  hini,  and  force  

a  few  dollars  into  his  pocket.    I  admit  that  many 

honest  citizens,  from  the  best   of  motives,  have 

disapproved  an  increase  of  pay.     The  man  who 

labors  for  two  dollars  cannot  see  the  propriety  of 

paying  to  others  SIX  dollars ;  and  it  is  useless  to 

reason  ihe  case  with  him.    The  great  mass  of  the 

people  know  nothing  of  the  expenses  which  are 

unavoidable  at   the  Seat  of  Government,  and  if 

you  tell  them  of  fourteen   or  sixteen   dollars  per 

week  for  room  rent  and  board,  they   will  say  you 

must  be  very  extravagant.     They  think  nothing. 

or  very  ligbiljr,  of  the  derangement  of  private  bu- 
siness, and  losses  at  home,  produced  by  an  ab- 
sence of  SIX  months.     It  is,  therefore,  not  to  be 

expected  that,  whilst  the  great  proportion  of  the 

people  look  upon  the  subject  in  this  manner,  they 

Will  applaud  an  increase  of  the  daily  pay.  And 
when  we  consider  how  many  factious  and  in- 
triguing demagogues  are  found,  anxious  to  de- 
stroy the  reputation  of  others,  that  they  may 
build  their  own  upon  the  rums,  laboring  by  mis- 
representations and  lalse  statements  to  effect  their  i 
dirty  purposes,  and  withdraw  public  confidence 
when  it  has  been  bestowed,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
there  has  been  much  clamor  excited  against  the 
law  of  last  session.  But  gentlemen  have  fallen 
into  an  error  in  supposing  that  all  the  clamor  con- 
nected with  the  compensation  law,  so  called,  is 
proof  of  Its  unpopularity.  Let  us  for  a  moment 
examine  it.  This  clamor,  if  it  be  considered  as 
proof  that  the  law  is  unpopular,  should  have  been 
directed  exclusively  against  the  friends  of  the 
law.     Look  at   your  elections.     They  will  teach 


voting  for  the  bill;  one  of  my  colleagues  for  vot- 
ing against  it.  and  another  one  for  not  voting  at 
all  on  either  side. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  public  mind  at  thai  sea- 
son was  highly  favorable  for  the  views  of  the 
demagogues  of  faction  and  noise.     An  universal 
calm   pervaded  every  section.      Party  animosity 
had  subsided.     Political  distinctions  had  nearly 
ceased.    The  Federal  copartnership  was  dissolved. 
The  Hartford  Convention  had  dispersed.     Bona- 
parte in  St.  Helena.  No  embargo.  No  war.  News- 
paper editors  were  in  danger  of  starvation,  and. 
for   want  of  other   prey,  ihey  pounced   upon  the 
compensation  law,  and,  like  Peter's  brown  loaf, 
it  has  served  them  for  beef  and  mutton,  custard, 
and  plumb-pudding.     It  was  a  sunding  dish  for 
months,  and    was   served   up   in   every    possible 
shape,  boiled  and   roasted,  stewed  and  fricaseed. 
Devoured   by  the  demagogues  of  faction,  it  has 
been  reissued  from  their  pestiferous  jaws  at  ibe 
tippling  houses  and  dram  shops,  highly  seasoned 
with  falsehood  and  misrepresentation.     And  this 
is  called  '•  public  sentimeni,"  and  "public  opin- 
ion."     This   is  'instruction   from   our  constitu- 
ents," which  the  Representative  is  bound  to  obey. 
What  a  spectacle  shall  we  exhibit  to  the  world  ! 
Selected  by  ihe  nation  lo  discharge  the  high  and 
important  functions  of  legislators,  we  are  looking 
lo  the  crossroads  and   the  alehouse  for  instruc- 
tions, to  guide  our  deliberations  and  to  govern  our 
votes.     We  are  looking  and  waiting  wiih  eager 
anxiety  lo  know  whai   is  popular,  and  how  we 
shall  best  secure  our  re-election. 


Vat  be  ii  from  me.  however  to  disregard  public 
you  ihat  ihose  who  voted  against  it  have  fared  opinion,  when  deliberately  expressed  and  fairly 
no  better  than  those  who  voted  for  it.  The  peo-  understood.  So  far  as  it  is  the  voice  of  reason 
pie  have  said  in   vulgar  language,  "the  receiver  |  and  of  justice  it  bhould  be  obeyed;   and  there  is 


IS  as  bad  as  (he  thief."  In  many  places  public 
censure  has  been  most  pointed  against  those  who 
voted  negatively,  and  received  the  money.  As 
far  as  the  result  of  the  election  is  known,  I  be- 
lieve more  members  are  returned  lo  the  next  Con- 
gress who  were  in  favor  of  the  law.  than  of  those 


no  danger  that  it  will  not  at  all  times  receive  its 
full  share  of  aiteniion.  But  there  is  much  dan- 
ger that  momentary  excitement,  from  false  color- 
ings, may  mislead  public  opinion,  and  give  it  a 
wrong  direction.  There  is  an  important  distinc- 
tion between  that  opinion  which  follows  a  cool, 


who  were  against  it.  The  original  mover,  (Mr.  '  dispassionate  inquiry  into  public  measures,  and 
Johnson,)  his  colleague,  (the  Speaker.)  and  a  that  noisy  clamor  which  precedes  inquiry,  which 
menrjber  trom  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  stifles  investigation.  The  one  is  the  legitimate 
the  eading  and  able  advocates  of  the  bill,  are  all  ]  offspring  of  reason,  the  other  a  monster,  begotten 
ol  them  re-elected  lo  the  next  Congress.     Many     by  fiends  and  furies,  and  nurtured  by  slander  and 


of  the  New  England  members  who  voted  for  it 
as  well  as  from  New  York.  Pennsylvania,  and 
elsewhere,  are  also  returned.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Hcgbr.)  who 
so  signally  distinguished  himself  as  the  champion 
of  opposition,  remains  at  home.  All  the  Georgia 
delegation,  though  voting  against  it  also,  are  left 


falsehood.  The  hunters  of  popularity  will  have 
more  prudence  and  foresight  than  to  oppose  its 
course.  They  will  not  breasi  the  torrent;  it  is 
easier  to  float  down  with  the  scum. 

I  prize  the  approbation  of  my  neighbors  and 
friends,  as  highly  as  any  man.  Next  to  an  ap- 
proving conscience,  it  is  the  highest  reward  which 


out  ol  iheiext  Congress,  except  one  gentleman.  '  the  Representative  can  receive  at  the  bands  of  his 
and  he  decidedly  in  (avorof  increasing  ihe  wages,  constituents;  but  I  cannot  consent  to  purchase  it 
1  admit  the  law  is  unpopular,  and  many  have  lost  at  the  expense  of  my  own  convictions  of  right  and 
ibeir  seats  because  they  voted  for  it.  But  much  wrong.  My  constituents  delegated  me  to  exercise 
ul  the  clamor  has  been  artificially  excited  bv  de-  I  my  best  judgment,  fairly  and  honestly,  on  all  ques- 
sigoing  men.  and,  to  create  the  greater  vacancy.  <  tions  of  legislation  which  should  be  brought  be- 
ll has  been  indiscriminately  pointed  at  on  all  sides.  ;  fore  me.  I  should  forfeit  their  confidence,  I 
Ii  has  been  a  two-edged  sword,  aimed  at  the  should  betray  mv  trust.  I  should  merit  their  exe- 
ihroats  ol  both  friends  and  foes.  In  New  Jersey  cralion.  if.  as  their  Representative,  I  could  assent 
u  has  been  wielded  with  great  dexterity,  as  a  sort  i  to  any  measure  which,  in  ray  best  judgment,  is 
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^^riziDg  I'toliiician,  who  prostitutes  the  digniBed 
ation  of. a  Representative,  to  secure  his  popu- 
j  t»rity  and  his  re-electioo. 

;     My  cottjitituents  have   placed    in  ray  hands  a 
>'  «|ok  of  iffstructioDs  as  the  guide  of  ray  political 
^  anduct,  acjtd  have  exacted  of  me  an  oath  to  obey 
^   i  directiofns.     That  book  is  the  Constitution  of 
>  UT  couDtiy,  the  fruit  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
,  ^«wn  up^by  our  fathers  with  much  labor,  and 
jiled   wifsii    their  blood.     With  the  gentleman 
\^m  Sou^  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhocn.)  to   that 
tark}k  I  loolr  for  my  instructions,  and  I  find  them 
«jitten    s*}    plainly,  they   cannot    be    mistaken. 
.  "jyhai  are.  the   ^reat  objects  and  duties  therein 
-,  y^nted  oift  ?     They  are  inscribed  on  its  front — 
*■  '*t}  form  ^  more  perfect  union — to  establish  jus- 
;•    Srfce— ins:jre  domestic  tranquillity— provide  for 
-   ?^ie  comqpon  defence— promote  the  general  wel- 
•^-lare— am,!  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  our- 
j|,ilves  an3  our  posterity."     Until  jthese  instruc- 
i-ns  shalUbe  revoked,  they  will  form  the  code  of 
ery  independent,  faithful  statesman.     He   will 
fATig  to  tbem  steadfastly  in  the  hour  of  frenzy 
'.k^d  delusion.     And   that   is  the  hour  of  danger 
Aj  the  Republic.     That  is  the  time  which  tests 
PHnciplesjind  tries  firmness. 
I  A  seconil  objection  against  an  increase  of  com- 
^■Dsationjis,  that  the  time  is  unfavorable — the 
fcyes  are  }ieavy— the  nation  is  in  debt.     These 
Jftfcerlainayplausibleobjections— well  calculated 
J|i- catch  afnd   tickle  the  public  ear.     Let  us  see 
;Ctw  mucli  weight  they  possess. 
^IjVVere  acy  additional   taxes  imposed  last  year, 
Jliconsequence  of  the  compensation  law  ?    Were 
Jl/I  the  tajes  diminished  one-half  their  amount? 
*nd  will  ijiey  not  be  still  more  diminished  at  the 
M  esent  sei<ion  ?     Will  any  one  solitary  item  of 
location,  direct  or   indirect,  be  less  reduced    by 
y\s  propo!»fd  measure?     Not  one — nor  does  any 
|e  pretend  to  entertain  such  an  idea.     Neither 
Irll  the  pa.yment  of  the  public  debt  be  postponed 
If  month  or  one  day. 

[}\s  to  ibte  time,  whether  it  be  unfavorable  or 

',  it  wasrat  least  unwelcome.     It  was  perhaps 

evil  hour.     It  was  an  hour  which  1  would 
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_*)»ejudicial  to  their  best  interests.  My  judgment  [  to  see  bim  placed  under  the  necessity  of  Totinp 
tiiay  err,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  follow  its  dictates,  j  Ujpon  such  a  measure.  No  matter  on  which  side 
»!ded  by  ?he  best  lights  which  I  can  obtain.  The  i  of  the  question  he  votes,  yea  or  nay,  it  is  all  one. 
•Jf  Jilightenid  portion  of  the  community  will  ulti-  |  If  he  Tote  aye,  he  is  a  greedy  devourer  of  the 
wjjately  dmw  a  proper  distinction  between  the  in- j  public  money,  a  public  plunderer.  If  he  rote 
dependent  Representative  who  dares  to  think  for  .  nay,  or  if  he  shuns  a  vote,  he  is  a  time-server  a 
Simself,  ^d  who  does  his  duty,  and  the  mere  tem-  seeker  of  popularity,  and  unworthy  of  public  co'n- 
ihrizinir  itoliiician.  who  nrosiitutes  the  dijrnifipd     fidence.     If  he  receive  the   money,  the  partaker 

is  as  bad  as  the  thief,  and  if  he  refuse  it,  he  is 
courting  popular  applause,  and  seeking  a  future 
opportunity  of  plunging  deeper  into  the  public 
chest. 

No  sir  ;  I  would  not  have  brought  forward  this 
proposition  at  this  time.  1  would  rather  hare 
borne  '•  the  ills  we  have,  than  flee  to  others  that  we 
know  not  of."  Nor  would  the  honorable  mover 
(Mr.  Johnson)  have  brought  it  forward  from  any 
other  consideration,  than  a  perfect  conviction  of 
the  necessity  and  justice  of  the  measure,  after 
many  years  of  experience  and  of  pecuniary  sacri- 
fice in  the  public  service.  That  same  devotion 
to  his  country,  which  prompted  him  to  face  the 
savage,  and  to  braTe  the  battle's  fury  on  the 
Thames,  prompted  him  in  this  hall  to  lead  the 
forlorn  hope,  to  assume  a  responsibility,  from 
which  any  other  man  would  have  shrunk. 

But  although  I  would  not  at  the  time  have 
proposed  the  measure,  neither  could  I  avoid  de- 
ciding upon  it  when  presented  before  me,  ac- 
cording to  what  I  deemed  the  true  interests  of 
my  country.  Whatever  may  be  the  delicacy  of 
the  question — however  it  may  subject  me  to  pop- 
ular odium,  I  shall  endeavor  to  discharge  my 
duty,  and  leave  the  event  to  the  great  disposer  of 
all  things. 

The  bill,  purporting  a  repeal  of  the  salary  prin- 
ciple, and  fixing  a  daily  compensation,  so  far 
meets  my  approbation.  Not  being  a  member  of 
the  next  Congress.  I  feel  none  of  the  embarrass- 
ment 1  formerly  experienced,  in  voting  on  a  ques- 
tion affecting  ray  own  compensation.  Jf  the 
blank  be  filled  with  such  a  sum  as  may  enable 
gentlemen,  in  future,  to  defray  expenses  here,  and 
furnish  a  reasonable  support  to  their  families  in 
their  absence;  if,  in  short,  the  compensation  be 
such,  that  a  man  in  moderate  circumstances,  if 
elected,  may  hold  a  seat  without  entire  rum  to 
his  family— I  will  vote  for  the  bill.  Neither  the 
times,  nor  the  interests  of  the  country,  require 
such  individual  sacrifices.  I  know  instances  of 
a  long  life,  faithfully  devoted  to  public  service, 
and  with  a  careful  economy  here  and  at  home,' 


r*^'er  hav^hurried  on.    For  myself,  individually"  I  ierminat'inVi"a  povertrnoi'iribsolme"wan!"o7 
hyvould  sooner  have  sacrified  one-half  of  my     bread,  but   of  comparative    poverty      It    is    not 
.Qiyproifc>rty.  than  have  proposed  the  measure,    enough  that  they  have  surrendered  their  domes- 
Ueeded  D  )  prophet  to  predict  the  consequences,    tic  comforts  and  enjoyments,  undergone  the  pains 
,light  knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  of  the  I  and  privations  of  sickness  from  home  :  the  un- 
liracter  o|  a  popular  governinent,  would  foresee    avoidable  demands  every  year  upon  their  private 
,fartsan,{  tricks  which  have  been  so  dexterou>ly    means  for  support  have  reduced    them  to  scanty 
ri'ut  iLKr^.f     X  P       '  °P'°'°r'  *°'^  "'"'y  '  «^'"^*""-     »  f^ope  <or  better  limes  for  those  who 
I  -npr   hnT  .Mfl  ."^   '""!"'"  ""^  wages,  no    are  to  succeed  us.     I  shall  vote  for  eight  dollars, 

I  \   n' .  °f     V       ^-    1  '"r''"'  "'   '^'   ^^^^y-  ;  ^'  *  '°^'^'"'°-  calculated  to   meet  the  cases  of  a 
>  ,  I  neveriail  to  convulse  the  country  for  a  time,    great  majoaty  ot  such  as  I  wish  to  see  occupying 

\  i  /  "'  ^ri°  "'  "'^  "'^'"'  f  propensities,  j  seats  here.  I  mean,  men  in  the  middle  walks  of 
J  «  greaie.t  political  ca  amity  which  an  envious  hie.  With  prudent  management,  it  will  aflord 
<J     la.mer  ueed  wish  to  fall  upon  a  statesman,  is,  |  them  a  decent  support,  and   no  more.     To  the 
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wealthy  it  can  be  no  object,  and  although  it  may 
possibly  tempt  the  man  who  has  no  employment 
at  home,  or  whose  time  is  of  no  value  to  him.  yet 
the  good  sense  of  the  people  will,  in  most  in- 
stances, teach  them,  that  such  men  are  as  great 
drones  here  as  they  are  at  home. 

I  consider  it  the  duly  of  the  present  Congress 
to  fix  the  daily  pay,  in  such  manner  as  may  put 
the  question  to  rest  for  years.  Since  it  has  been 
agitated,  I  wish  the  country  may  derive  some 
benefit  from  the  discussion,  by  settling  it  upon 
principles  of  reason  and  justice.  Clamor  has 
partly  subsided,  and  malice  has  spent  its  rage — 
timid  gentlemen  may  dismiss  their  fears.  They 
will  not  expose  their  popularity  to  sreal  hazard, 
by  voting  for  eight  dollars.  The  sober,  reflecting 
part  of  the  community,  who  think  much  though 
they  talk  but  little,  will  most  of  them  believe  it  a 
reasonable  increase.  They  have  witnessed  for 
many  years  the  .same  principle  operating  through- 
out every  class  of  society.  They  have  seen  the 
necessaries  of  life  constantly  advancing  in  price, 
and  every  mechanic  and  artisan  compelled  to 
follow  in  the  train.  Reason  will  gradually  cor- 
rect ihe  errors  of  the  past  day,  and  expose  the 
false  colorings  of  the  slanderer.  I  trust,  confi- 
dently, we  shall  unite  to  increase  the  compensa- 
tion in  future,  so  as  to  do  justice  to  our  succes- 
sors, and  to  our  country.  I  am  confirmed  in  this 
hope,  by  the  result  of  the  vole  of  yesterday,  on 
striking  out  sir.  Those  gentlemen  who  had 
manifested,  in  Committee,  so  strong  a  partiality 
for  SIX  dollars,  did  not  seem  greatly  disquieted  by 
the  decision  to  strike  out  that  sum.  They  sus- 
tained the  disappointment  wiih  becoming  forti- 
tude. And  should  they  be  compelled  to  take 
eight  dollars  for  the  sake  of  obeying  the  law,  I 
trust  they  will  extend  their  charitable  forbear- 
ance to  the  majority,  for  obliging  them  to  per- 
form so  disagreeable  a  duty,  without  any  deduc- 
tion from  their  popularity. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Maclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  as 
be  had  heretofore  voted  for  filling  the  blank  with 
six  dollars,  and  should  now  vole  to  fill  it  with 
eight,  he  wished  to  assign  his  reasons  for  so  do- 
ing, which  he  should  do  in  as  few  words  as  pos- 
sible. I  shall  vole,  sir,  said  Mr.  ,M.,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  eight  dollars,  because  1  begin  to  find 
that  if  the  blank  is  not  filled  with  that  sum.  the 
whole  bill  will  be  lost ;  the  consequence  of  which 
may  be  that  the  law  of  the  last  session  will  re- 
main unrepealed. 

When  we  consider,  sir,  that  the  House  have 
already  rejected  six  dollars,  ten  dollars,  and  nine 
dollars,  and  that  many  members  have  avowed 
their  determinaiion  to  vote  against  the  bill  in 
toto,  if  the  blank  is  not  filled  with  eight  dollars. 
1  think  there  is  every  reason  to  conclude  that  we 
have  arrived  ai  a  point  from  which  we  must  take 
our  choice  either  to  fill  the  blank  with  eight  dol- 
lars, or  lose  the  whole  bill. 

Perhaps,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  may  be  mistaken 
10  the  disposition  of  the  House  ;  but,  from  the 
best  judgment  1  can  form,  it  appears  lo  me  that 
the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  at  this  time,  is  to 
Tote  fur  filling  ihe  blank  with  eight  dollars. 


Mr.  HoPKiNBON  obserred,  that  whatever  might 
be  the  result  in  which  this  discussion  should  end, 
he  rejoiced  the  House  had  not  obeyed  the  impul- 
ses ol  some  of  the  members,  and  entered  upon  it 
on  the  first  meeting  of  Congress;  before  indeed 
we  were  fairly  seated  in  our  places.  It  would 
have  been  so  much  like  being  driven  to  action  by 
a  panic  ;  so  much  like  legislating  with  the  enemy 
at  ihe  gale ;  so  much  like  capitulating  to  a  mob, 
that  It  must  have  >unk  the  House  very  low  in  the 
estimation  of  that  people  we  are  so  solicitous  to 
please  and  propitiate.  The  character  and  dignity 
of  the  National  Legislature  required  a  very  dif- 
ferent sort  of  proceeding  ;  and  Mr.  H.  was  happy 
that  the  appearance,  at  least,  of  calmness  and  de- 
liberation had  been  afforded  to  whatever  decision 
might  ultimately  prevail.  On  what  is  called  the 
compensation  law,  Mr.  H.  did  not  mean  to  say  a 
word;  for  as  it  seemed  to  be  rt-solved,  much 
against  his  judgment,  to  repeal  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  and  the  question  now  was  a  mere 
question  of  dollars  and  cents — a  question  whether 
a  blank  should  be  filled  wiih  6,7,  or  8,  dollars— it 
was  so  wholly  indifferent  to  him  how  it  was  filled, 
that  on  such  a  subject  he  would  not  have  asked 
the  atteniion  of  the  House  for  a  moment.  But  a 
question  of  more  value  and  importance  had  arisen, 
somewhat  incidentally,  in  the  debate.  I  mean, 
whether,  in  a  representative  republican  Govern- 
ment, a  Representative  in  the  National  Council 
IS  bound  lo  obey  the  instructions  of  his  con- 
stituents on  any  proposed  measure?  This,  ia 
truth,  has  become  the  main  question  ;  for  so  many 
members  have  avowed  that  their  own  private 
1  judgment  opposes  the  repeal  of  the  law,  and  yet 
they  will  vote  for  the  repeal,  because  they  think 
the  voice  of  their  constituents  demands  it.  and 
they  believe  themselves  bound  to  obey  that  voice  ; 
that  to  convince  them  they  are  bound  by  no  such 
obligation,  and  restore  ihera  the  exercise  of  their 
own  will  and  judgment,  is  to  prevent  the  repeal 
of  the  law  in  question.  Mr.  H.  said  he  would 
distinctly  slate  the  question  before  he  offered  his 
remarks  upon  it.  It  is  this:  whether,  in  a  Goy- 
ernment  like  ours,  a  Representative  is  bound  ab- 
boluiely  to  obey  the  iostrucuons  of  those  who 
elected  him.  on  any  proposed  measure?  Mr.  H. 
had  no  idea  of  entering  upon  the  broad  and  gen- 
eral ground  which  this  inquiry  opens;  not  only 
on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  but  also 
because  it  was  familiar  to  every  man  who  had 
given  any  attention  to  political  disquisitions.  Mr. 
H.'s  intention  was  to  reply  to  some  of  the  argu- 
ments advanced  in  the  course  of  this  debate;  par- 
ticularly by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. But  his  main  object  was  lo  sliow,  and  he 
thought  it  might  be  unanswerably  demonstrated, 
that  iQ  principle  and  in  practice,  there  is  no  dif- 
ference, not  the  least,  on  this  subject,  between 
those  gentlemen  who  profess  such  profound  rev- 
erence to,  such  implicit  obedience  for  the  people, 
and  their  voice,  however  uttered,  and  those  gen- 
tlemen who  claim  the  right  of  thinking,  and  judg- 
ing, and  acting  for  themselves, although  they  may 
not  always,  in  so  doing,  chime  in  harmony  with 
the  popular  tone.     I  wish,  then,  that  these  gentle- 
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-.en  may;  go  fairly  together  before  the  people, 
'»ih  no  claims  of  superiority,  in  this  respect,  on 
ither  sidf.  I  will  not  say  or  imagine  that  the 
I  norable 'gentlemen  who  so  stoutly  maintain  the 
^puiar  gjouiid.  mean  to  deceive  the  people  bv 
tofession^' which  seem  to  offer  up  everythin<r  to 
jf  will  o;  the  people;  to  submit  them^elves'^  in 
je  language  oi  one  gentleman,  bound  hand  and 
bi.  10  iht5(disposal  of  their  constituents;  while 
limitat»ons  they  put  to  their  obedience  de- 
loy  all  it^sefficacy.  No,  sir,  these  gentlemen  de- 
tve  themtelves  ;  and,  in  an  effort  to  maintain  an 
lienable  fcosition.  overthrow  themselves. 


CompcTisation  Lav. 


Jandajiv,  1817. 


bis 
case. 


Isentatiy/  a  right  to  bind  him  by  their  instruc- 
tjs  /     iNc*w.  Mr,  the  very  nature  of  a  right   if  it 
b.7-i  perlec.  right,  and  such  must  be  the  right  of 
a   ^vereign,  whether  that  sovereign  be  the  people 
in  individual,  the  very  nature  of  such  a  ri^rht 
llhat  It  iS;absolute,  uncontrollable,  and  morllly 
^bisiible.j  If  the  person  on  whom  this  right  is 
l^e  eierc'sed,  has  a  paramount  right  to  judge 
fany  cas^,  whether  he  will    be  bound    bv  it  or 
a  IS   no  longer  a  right.     It  is  utterly  absurd 
_    incong  uous  to  say  I   have  a  right   to  com- 
w^^d  a  person  who  may  lawfully  choose,  in  any 
c*-  e  whetht-r  he  will   obey  me  or  not.     A  right 
o[:ap^s  sort   must  be  everything  or  nothing  fit 
l<  govern  and  be  obeyed  by  its  own  dat.  or  it 
l-i  absolute.     If  it  submits  itself  to  the  discre- 
i.ot  the  »erson  commanded  to  decide  in  what 


troUable  power,  may  not  violate  the  Consi.tut.on 
and  also  command   him  to  do  it?     To  uJe 
own    language,  is    not  the  creature,  in  , his 

flTtVl^r,  '''•  "^*'«^^  ^I^ynot  the  power 
that  build,  destroy,  and  take  his  hands.  ,f  1^X1 

Z  ^,''4'^  ^\'^^  ^^^^  «f  destruction  Bu  ,he 
people  have  bound  themselves,  or  agreed  to  be 
bound  by  the  Constitution;  and  hfve  further 
agreed    that  it  shall  b«  changed  only  in   a  pre 

agreed  infhe  ""''  '""''  '''''''  ''->'  -'  «'" 
?aws  sh»ll  ?  T  ''"?f^"'  ""'  Constitution,  that 
laws  shall  be  made  and  repealed  in  a  certain  nre- 

:d^irti:!!!;„'^^«^-R^p-n-.-, 


.-...  —  .  v.. ,u.iuiu*y  mciusfive?:.  scrit>etl    mode-   that   i.    K«  tk»       d    ^ 

he  quehon  is,  have  the  constituents  of  a  Re-    and  not    bv  .hpm?       '  ^  ,^^'/   ^^P'^^'afveg, 
*ntativi  a  right  to  bind  h.m  bv  ih^ir  .' L„!      *  »    °!    .  J..'''^^.^"'r^^'  "^    ''^^t  if  made  in  this 


u  shalUe  obeyed,  a  has  "no  fo^^e  oN     own      po  rs^J^TaKe^a^r  Tn'lN 
.owerlr^s.s  -,  n  is  nugatory.     Now.  sir.  has  anv'    fhe  Ban^    tL*1"'.    '""^_^'^ 


jud|:Dg  are  fetter  than  those  of  the  people;  and 
111  i»4  cases  »vhere  he  might  be  required  to  com- 
rmr  «ome  moral  turpitude.  Now,  sir.  a  moment 
nee,!-,  not  be, pent  to  show  that  these  exceptions 
UiKft^y  destroy  the  rule,  and  leave  the  conduct 
anftSudgmeot  of  the  gentlemen  as  lar^e  as  the 
UiK^j  leave 4hem  just  as  they  ought  to  be.  The 
ho^g-|able  gejitlemau  from  Virginia,  who  has  ..one 
beyt.Jid  everybody  else  in  asserting  this  riaht  of 
liie,J«oole,  »nd  supported  it  by  the  least 'argu- 
me«tj-for  ai  you  raise  the  doctrine,  you  must 
J»f«t^|the  arifument— still  feels  the  necessity  of 
iej$«.ping  something  for  his  own  conscience  and 
Dutu4gsome!imitaiion  to  this  overbearing  power. 

■^t  J  °^-^  '^'^  P^^^P^^  '«  e*^"/  case,  ex- 
c«p| Vhen  ti.ey  should  command  him  to  vio- 
l»t.r,Ltie  Constitution,  and  he  imagines  he  clears 
h.n.;yi  of  all  difficulty,  when,  w.fh  an  air  of  ir" 

^f^!^.K^    '-'""  i^^  '*'^'°"  '^^^  'h'-^  exception 

^  bjV;«*iat,  iD*;;much  as  the  people  have  no  rigot  ' 

to  ^^Jate  the  Constitution  themselves,  thev  h^ve 

r>"  '%*ht  to  command  him  to  do  it.     Let  us  look 

h  'nto  tl^is  reason,  and  see  what  it  amounts 

^»  the  firvt  place,  I  would  ask  the  honorable 

w^y  this  absolute,  sovereign,  uncon- 


5t^wLif;h:?-:„rrr:ou}^gi--t 

eaSLwSL'T   ''^  ^   Constitut.onafquestiio. 
rUl         f  '"™  o  '^'^  '°  •"   'he  making  or  re- 

dScuftris'  "'^'  ^"'."'^  ^°"°^'»^'*'  jrentleman's 
difliculties  do  not  end   here.     He  will  obey  his 

Tn't'T"'''  '"P'r"ly'  un'es.  when  they  com! 
mand  him  to  violate  the  Constitution;  he  wTll 
submit  his  will  and  judgment  to  theirs  in  evTv 
othercase.    Whothen  is  ."ojudge wheXr  hemea'^^ 

smut'l'^ni-^^K'^'f  °^  '^"^  ""'  V.Ola.:  teSoa- 
stitution  ?  It  he  takes  this  to  himself,  he  judges 
over  the  people;  if  he  gives  .t  to  them  he  sur 
renders  hi.  exception.  1  will  not  tak™  th^  case 
01  a  plain,  direct  violation  of  the  Const.tutfon  m 
nnr?  T"      f '  *  proposition  to  lav  a  duty  on  ex- 

fheXnk  Tf^'^^'V'^"^^'^"^'^'  for/nstance, 
ne  liank.  1  he  gentleman  shall  think  the  estab- 
shment  ol   a  National  Bank  a  clear  breach   of 

the    Constitution;  his  constituents    think   other- 

ne  tlo  /  \\  ,11  he  oppose  his  opinion  on  a  Consli- 
tuiional  point  to  that  of  the  people,  any  more  than 
on  the  policy  ol  a  law,  or  any  mher  quest  on  I 
^".^r      '^:^^— --y»'hePae! 


powerless  ;  it  is  nugatory.     Now.  .sir.  has  any 

Jorable  g-,.'ntieman  agreed  to  submit  himself, 
Hu*  judgment  and  conscience,  to  the  will  of  the 
pe  >ple,  wiiteaut  limitation  or  exception  ? 

Q|e  gentl^^man.  not  at  all  reserved  in  proles- 
*'jT  f  •  °h^'«"jP^-  has  retained  to  himself  the 
rigfj  of  judging  for  himself,  on  all  Constitutional 

MU^Iions;  051  all  questions  of  great  national  con-    .auuu^   ureaK    me  Uon,nr....«n 
»etrt.;nce,  wf.ere  he   thinks  his  opportunities  of  I  man.     We  3o  not  ^sk  vou    ?  1  "*'  . 

judi'joe  are  Setter  than  fh,^««  r,f  ,ki 1. .  -_.i  1  -,,,„.„,_  „    7     ,      ^^'^  >""  'o  do  it.  sav  his  con- 

'r'uewHhfh       '^''"t  ''"  f^"'^   ^""'^^""  at  a  direct 

ssue  with  them,  and  must  either  give  up  his  jude- 

nent  and  conscience,  on  a  Constitutional  Cf- 

l.un  or  resist  the  right  of  the  people  to  d.rec?and 

emma  ^"  J^'f"'""     "^^  ^"'^  e'mbarrarng  d.. 
lerama^  will    doctrines   always  lead    which  are 
unsound  and  untenable;  which  are  VoT  the  ear 
?K    .T  ^''  ""^  understanding.     Where  then^i" 

he  difference  between  tne  gentlemen  whose  pro' 
fess.oDs  seem  to  differ  so  mSch  ?  All  Tgree  t'^i 
the  people  may  instruct,  if  you  will  g.relhem  the 

pifsh:irbe';K'^  r'^°  'r^^^^"  "^'  ^hTpet! 

the   kfnL   ^     .^     °^'  ^"'  ^  -*'''  he  viceroy  over 
ine   King,    j,    ijjg   aiuourit  of  every    onmmn    nn 

th.s  »ubjec..     Some  gentlemen''7is  Ce    pre- 
scnbe  to  themselves  very  limited  exceptions  wbfe 

the  will  an  1  "^'^^  '°  ?^"'^«  any  exception,  at 
he  7lL?  ^'t"'^"'^°  of  the  Representative,  is 
have  1  Irlio"'  '  r'^'y  ^^ceptioo.  Gentlemen 
cases'  "  *''m^'^"  heen  declaring  ,„  what 
cases  they  would,  or  would  not,  choofe  to  obey 
the  people,  than  asserting  the  right  of  the  people 
'"i"^'*' O'^  their  obedience  in  every  case. 

Ihe   honorable  gentleman   from  Virginia  has 
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insisted,  with  considerable  vehemence,  that  the 
very  name  we  bear  imports  an  obligation  to  obey 
the  will  of  the  people.  What  is  a  Representative, 
but  a  person  acting  for  another,  and  of  course 
bound  10  act  as  his  constituent  shall  direct  ?  I 
confess  I  did  not  expect  to  hear,  in  a  grave  as- 
sembly like  this,  a  principle  deduced  from  a  name  ; 
an  immutable  truth  from  an  arbitrary  term.  On 
this  reasoning,  then,  we  are  to  understand,  that  a 
Senator,  not  being  called  a  Representative,  is  not 
bound  by  instructions  ;  at  least,  not  by  virtue  of 
this  argument.  And  yel  I  believe  the  right  to 
instruct  a  Senator  has  been  carried,  or  asserted, 
to  a  greaier  extent  than  in  relation  to  members 
of  this  House.  State  Legislatures  take  upon  them 
to  instruct  Senators,  while  they  but  request  the 
Representatives  to  attend  to  them. 

Again;  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  demands, 
in  the  tone  of  a  decided  triumph,  shall  one  man, 
shall  a  single  individual,  oppose    himself  to  the 
will  and  power  ol  thirty-five  thousand  ?  the  issue 
of  such  a  contest,  says  the  gentleman,  cannot  be 
long  doubtful.     In  the  first  place.  I  would  remark, 
that  the  gentleman  has  fallen  into  an  error  in  his 
calculation  on  this  subject.     The  opposition,  in 
this  case,  is  not  of  one  to  thirty-five  thousand.     It 
is  true,  every  member  here  represents  that  num- 
ber of  persons,  composed   of  men,  women   and 
children  ;    but  as  I  have  never   understood   the 
women  and  children  are  consulted,  or  give  any 
opinion  on  these  occasions,  when  instructions  are 
given   to  members  of  Congress,  they  should  not 
form  H  part  of  the  gentleman's  force  or  his  argu- 
ment.    But,  sir.   It   is   really   of  no  consequence 
whether  it  is  thirty-five  thousand,  or  thirty-fire 
millions,  or  thirty-five  individuals— the  principle 
is  the  same.    If  it  is  understood  that  any  gentleman 
on  this  floor  opposes  himself  personally,  individ- 
ually, by  his  own   mere   force  and   authority,  to 
the  will    and   power  of  either  of  the   numbers 
named,  he  would  indeed  be  guilty  of  all  the  ab- 
surdity and  folly  imputed   to  him;  and   such   a 
contest  would  be  neither  doubtful  nor  long.     But, 
sir,  when  I  oppose  myself  to  what  is  called  the 
will  of  the  people.  I  do  it  by  virtue  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  people,  I  oppose  them  with  their  own 
power ;   I  stand  against  them  on  theirown  author- 
ity.    To  their  will,  or  their  passions,  expressed 
at  a  tumultuous  meeting,  on  a  subject   perhaps 
misrepresented  or  misunderstood,  I  oppose  their 
paramount  will,  expressed  in    the  Constitution, 
solemnly  and  deliberately  declared  and  affirmed 
by  the  experience  and  practice  of  years.     In  that 
Constitution,  I  find  that  the  people  have  declared, 
that  Congress,  and  that  I,  as  a  part  of  that  bodyi 
shall    have  the  power  to  legislate  for  them,  and 
not   they  lor   themselves;  that  I  may,  for   them, 
borrow  money,  regulate  commerce.  &c.  dec.  and 
that  they  will  be  bound  by  my  judgment  on  these 
subjects,  and  not  I  by  theirs;  that  they  will  be 
bound  by  what  I  shall  do  in  these  respects,  and 
not  that  I  shall  be  bound  by  what  they  may  wish; 
I  mean,  sir,  absolutely  and  strictly  bound,  hand 
and  foot,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  de- 
clared.    Sir.  I  consider  this  doctrine  to  be  abso- 
lutely destructive  of  the  very  principles  and  uses 


of  republican  representative  Government,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  a  mere  democracy.     The  advan- 
tage consists  not  only  in  the  greater  convenience 
with  which  the  public  business  may  be  done  ;  but 
in  the  deliberation,  the  calraness.'the   foresight, 
the  knowledge,  the  experience,  with   which  it  is 
conMdered,  discussed,  and  decided  ;  unshaken  by 
■  the   passions  which   agitate  a  popular   meeting, 
I  unawed  by  the  violence,  unmoved  by  the  preju- 
i  dices ;  with  full  time  to  acquire  all  the  nece.«!sary 
,  information  on   the  subject  under  consideration. 
The  public  affairs  are  more  safe  here  than  they 
could    be   in    large,    unsteady,   uninformed,   and 
tumultuous    assemblies  of  the   people.     But  all 
these  advantages  will  be  lost,  if  the  people  are,  by 
the  machinery  of  instructions,  to  infuse  all  their 
passions  into  this  body,  and  to  blow  the  blast  of 
violence  through    their    Representatives,   which 
they  are  not  permitted  to  do  in   person.'    I  con- 
sider myself,  then,  standing  on   this  floor  as  the 
attorney  of  the  people,  irrevocable  for  two  years, 
and  during  that  period  invested,  independent  of 
them,  with  all  the  Constitutional  powers  belon*'- 
ing  to  a  Representative  of  the  people.     I  am  in- 
dependent of  them,  not  by  my  own  power,  not  in 
my  own  right,  but   because  in   their  power  and 
wisdom,  for  their  own  purposes,  they  have  willed, 
that  I  shall  be  so.     They  can  neither  shorten  the 
duration  of  the  trust,  nor  limit   the  extent  of  its 
powers.      They    cannot,    during   the    period    for 
which  they  have  elected  me.  by  any  meeting  or 
resolutions,  reach  tiie  power  they  have  given^me: 
they  cannot  declare  I  am  not,  for  that  t'erm,  their 
Representative  here  ;  nor  can  they,  for  the  same 
reason,  diminish  or  take  back  to  themselves  any 
part  of  my  power  while  I  am  here.     If  these  doc- 
trines are  now  well  established  by  the  wisest  and 
soundest  politicians  in  England,  are  they  not  still 
more    obvious   and    necessary  in  a  Government 
like  ours?     We  are  not  an  entire   people,  under 
one   entire  Government;  but  a  number  of  con- 
federated  States,  united  for   the  common   good, 
under  one  Government,  for  certain  purposes,  id 
a  certain   extent,  and  on  certain  terms  distinctly 
set  forth,  in  the  great  national  compact  called  the 
Constitution.     It  is,  assuredly,  one  of  the  terms 
of  this  Confederation,  that  the  laws  which  are  to 
govern  the  whole,  shall  be  made,  not  by  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  influenced  by  local  interests  and 
prejudices,  and  having  but   little   knowledge  or 
care  of  the  interests  of  distant  members  of  the 
Empire;  but  by  agents,  representatives  deputed 
by  the  several  parts,  with  lull  powers  to  consult 
and  act  together,  for  the  ci^mmou  welfare.     This 
sort  of  union  and  consultation    will    produce  a 
consistency  and  harmony  ofpublic  measures  which 
could  never  be  attained  if  each  part  were  to  de- 
liberate and  decide  at  home,  and  convey  there- 
suit  to  a  common  centre.     By  meetings  in  gen- 
eral council,  the  interest  of  the  whole  are  brought 
into  one  view;  compromises  of  differences  take 
place;  the  member  from  one  section  of  the  Union 
convinces   those   from  another   thai   it  1-  ri<7ht  to 
yield  certain  points  of  local  advantage;  and.  in 
turn,  he  gives  up  somethingon  his  part.  Could  any 
of  this  great  work,  without  which  we  should  soon 
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Competuation  Law, 


2  I'all  intc*  confusion  and  disunion,  be  done  if  the 
*  i)arts  w«re  to  act  separately  ?  And  where  is  the 
|»'JiffereD(i<;  between  their  acting  thus  separately, 
V  And  thejf  doing  so  by  means  of  instructions  lo 
Mheir  Representatives,  which  they  dare  not  dis- 
I  t)bey  ?     On   this  system    this  House  could 


never 


.    *  agree  upwn  anything.     Further,  sir,  it  would  place 
^   i  (he  peop^tj  in  different  parts  of  the  Union 


on  an 
those  who 


{nequal  ^nd   unfair   footing;  giving 
,^re  near;to  the  Seat  of  Government  the  oppor- 
-(ikinityan^  the  advantage,  if  it  be  one,  of  constantly 
lerlerii^  in  and  directing  the  public  measures. 
hile  tht  more  distant  one  cannot  be  beard.     The 
tier  ha?e  their  influence  in  the  public  councils 
y  their  ^Representatives  only;  while  the  furmer 
-jinay  addall  their  own  weight  to  that  of  the  Rep- 
mrx'sen tallies.     The  Representatives,  too.  stand  on 
5tfn  uneqijal  ground;  some  being  backed  and  in- 
^5lructed»)y  iheir  constituents;  and  others  acting 
^^olely  oi.'  their  own  responsibility  and  judgment*. 
g,A  raeasi^fre  is  carried  through   before  a  citizen  of 
?|Louisianji  can  hear  of  it ;  while  the  people  in  the 
j|(/icinity  of  Congress  have    been    pressing   their 
^hole  weight  on   the  judgment  or  fears  of  that 
^body.     li  this   the  bargain,  sir.  between   the  dif- 
Jl'erent  mimbers  of  the  Confederation  ?     Is  this  a 
^air  execjjtioD  of  the  national  compact  ?     I  think 
jot.    Th^  States  have  agreed  with  each  other  that 
he  comnrion   business  shall  be  done  by  iheir  ap- 
pinted  Ijelegates  in  Congress  assembled,  on  due 
onsultatj3n    and  deliberation;  and   so  it  is  not 
^  one  if  v^?e  are  pernaitted  neither  to  consult  nor 
.iJeliberatr*  but  are  bound  to  vote  and  to  act  as  in- 
^irucied  j^nd  directed.     On  personal  grounds,  1 
Will  onljr.ask  gentlemen  to  reflect  what  will  be 
T^heir  situation,  if,  in  obedience  to  instruction*,  they 
•{;iveavot»  against  their  judgment  and  conscience, 
-  nd  whic-'j  they  already  see  will  be  productive  ot 
V;vil,  perhaps  ruinous  consequences  to  their  coun- 
""Vy.     Wb*a   those  consequences  shall  fall  upon 
'^h  they  V'H  iQ  vain  go  to  look  lor  justification 
ihod  cons/:lation   in   and  from   that   public  voice 
ey  hadl.so   rashly    obeyed.     Where    will    they 
od  it?   .-.Gone,   vanished,    nobody   owns  it;    or 
lore  likAy.  they  will   find   it  cursing  them  for 
eir  servfiity  and  obedience.     But  let  them  con- 
ult  and  oliey  the  voice  within,  thediclates  of  their 
iWn  conscience,  and  they  will  always  know  where 
b  find  thijir  consolation  and  justification. 
The  question  was  now  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
ilh  eiglp  dollars,  and  decided  in  the  negative, 
H  follow^^: 

4  ^  ***— ^fessrs.  Adams,  Adgalc,  Alexander,  Bate- 
^«n,  Birdilall,  Birdseye,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cart  of 
^asgachjsfits.  Champion,  Chappell,  Clark  of  New 
'^J(^'''''^o°'J'cti  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Cujpeper,  Dav- 
•*port,  FinJley,  Forney.  Forsyth,  Ga*ton,Gold,  Cnffin, 
;;^>iil,  HenOerson,  Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Irving,  of  New 
4frk,  Jacljsun,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kerr  of 
7>rginia.  Ljiiw,  Love,  Lowndes,  VVm.  Maclay,  Win.  P. 
Pxclay,  .VVvKee,  McLean,  .Vliddleton,  .Miller,  Mills. 
IJlnor,  Mtiiiitt,  Moore,  .Moseley,  Jcr.  NeUon,  iNewioni 
fivkin,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Haggles,  Savage,' 
i^lienck,  i^heffey,  JSmilh  of  Pennsylvania,  Stearns, 
;..ong,  Stu^ge*.  I'aggart,  Tallmadge,  Telfair,  Thomas! 
r<.'Wn«eud,j  Wallace,   Ward  of  MassachusetU,  Wen- 
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ifr""'  ^y^^">  Wilde,  ThomM  W.lwn.  WUha^ 
y>  iJson,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yancey,  and  Yates— 76. 
Nats— .Messrs.  Archer,  Atherton,  Avery,  Bacr  Ba- 
ker, Barbour,  Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett,  BetU,  Blount 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Bur- 
well,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Conner,  Crawford' 
Darlington,  Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher, Golds- 
borough,  Goodwyn,  GroBvenor,  Hahn,  Hale,  Ham- 
mond, Hardin,  Harrison,  Heister,  Hendricks,  Herbert, 
Hooka,  Huger,  Hulbort,  Hungerford,  Irwin  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King,  Lang- 
don,  Lewis,  Little,  Lovett,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon, 
Marsh,  Mason.  McCoy. Murfree, Hugh  Nelson, Thomaa 
M.  Nelson,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Peter,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Pleasanu,  Randolph,  Reed.  Roane,  Root,  Rosa, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  South- 
ard, Stuart,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  WUkin,  Williams, 
and  Willoughby — 92. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to 
insert  as  follows: 

"  That,  from  and  after  the  cloae  of  the  present  s«raioD 
of  Congress,  the  act  entitled,  '.\n  act  to  change  the 
mode  of  compensation  of  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  and  delegates  from 
Territories,'  and  all  other  acU  and  parU  of  acU  relat- 
ing to  the  pay  or  compensation  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  delegates  of  the  several  rerntorie*, 
for  their  services,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed." 
Mr.  Harriso.n  then  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  in- 
structions to  fill  the  blanks  in  the  same  with  the 
word  ''  six." 

Mr.  Harriso.n  said,  that  after  the  avowal  be 
had  made,  that   his  object  in  moving  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
instructions  as  to  filling  the  blank,  was  intended 
to  put  an  end  to  what  he  considered  an  unprofit- 
able discussion,  it  might  appear  strange  that  he 
should  rise  himself  to  make  any  observations  on 
the    general  question.     But    as    he   was   placed, 
with  regard  to  tne  vote  he  intended  to  give,  in  a 
situation  which  might  bring  upon  bim  the  charge 
of  inconsistency,  he  would  claim   the   altenlioa 
of  the   House  for  a  single  minute,  whilst  he  ex- 
plained  the   motives  which  would  govern    him. 
1  am  one  of  those,  said  Mr.  H.,  who  think  that 
six  dollars  per  diem  is  not  an  adequate  compen- 
sation for  members  of   the  National  Legislature. 
I  entirely  agree  with  gentlemen  who  have  taken 
that  ground,  and  with  the  statement  made  by  the 
venerable  gentleman  from    Pennsylvania,  as   to 
the  decreased  value  of  money  compared  with  the 
products  of  agriculture,  since  the  compensaiion 
was  fixed  at  six  dollars.     1  am  al>o,  said  Mr.  H^ 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that,  in  a  Republican  Gov- 
ernment, the  compensation  of  those  who  are  in 
the  public  service  should  be  liberal.     A  contrary 
course  will  fill    the  Legislature  exclusively  with 
men  of  wealth,  or  with  those  who  have  no  lalenU, 
or  other  qualifications  for  the  iinporldnt  duties 
of  legislation  ;    who  come  here  the  mere  muck- 
worms of  popularity,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
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from  Virginia  has  termed  ihem,  whilst  the  man 
of  talents,  without  fortune,  will  elsewhere  seek 
employment.  With  these  convictions  strongly 
fixed  in  my  mind.  I  have  voted  throughout  for 
the  re-establishment  of  the  old  |»er  diem  allow- 
ance. My  reason  for  doing  so  is  a  very  short  one. 
I  was  governed  by  motives  of  respect  to  the 
wishes  and  opinions  of  the  American  people, 
whose  voice  upon  this,  as  upon  every  other  sub- 
ject, when  it  can  be  fairly  and  distinctly  ascer- 
tained, i  deem  myself  bound  to  obey. 

What,  say  gentlemen,  ijive  up  your  own  opin- 
ions to  a  mob?  Become  a  mere  machine,  to  be 
moved  as  the  caprices  of  the  people  may  direct? 
No.  said  Mr.  H.,  my  opinions  !  will  never  sur- 
render, but  upon  conviction  of  their  being  erro- 
neous; but  upon  this  floor  I  stand  as  the  Repre- 
sentative, or  the  agent,  of  my  constituents;  bound, 
I  think,  by  every  moral  obligation  to  execute  their 
will.  But  had  I  a  difftrent  opinion,  with  regard 
to  the  right  of  in.struction,  yet  upon  this  particular 
subject,  if  on  no  other,  I  should  conform  to  the 
wishes  of  the  pei  pie  in  opposition  to  my  own 
opinion.  In  fixing  their  compensation,  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  act  as  judges  in  their  own  cause. 
This  consideration  should,  I  think,  determine 
them  to  take  that  dignified  stand,  to  be  contented 
with  what  the  people  are  willing  to  allow  them, 
or  resign  their  seats.  The  subject  of  increasing 
the  compensation  had  never  been  before  the  pub- 
lic until  the  law  of  the  last  session  was  pas.sed. 
The  irritation  it  occasioned  was  produced  not  so 
much  by  the  amount  as  the  mode  of  compensa- 
and  ■  _        . 


Tenne.<5see,  and  as  appropriates  certain  described 
parts  of  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  seminaries  of 
learning,  may  be  repealed.— Referred  to  the  select 
committee  appointed  yesterday  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  concerning 
the  said  lands. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
reported  a  bill  allowing  further  lime  for  entering 
certain  donation  rights  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Detroit ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the 
bill  making  provision  for  the  location  of  the 
lands  reserved  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Creek  Indians, 
to  certain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  that  nation. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  report  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  17th  of  April  last,  directing  him  to 
procure,  and  lay  before  the  House,  information  in 
relation  to  the  lead  mines  of  the  United  States, 
lying  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  St. 
Genevieve,  and  Territory  ol  Missouri  ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of 
a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  others." 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  'Joint  Resolution 
to  employ  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and  exe- 
cute certain  paintings,"  in  which  resolution  they 


tion,  and   its  retrospective  operation.     The   law 

is,  however,  entirely  unpopular  ;    the   people  are  ^ 

determined  upon  its  repeal,  and  they  inuNt,  they  j  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

will  be  gratified.    Obey  their  voice,  then  ;  restore  I        ..„..^.  ^..  ' 

the  compensation  to  its  original  standard  ;  suffer       AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

the   indignation  which  has   been  excited  against        Mr.  Pickens,  one  of  the  Representatives  from 

the  pre>ent  law  to  cool,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  I  ^^e    State    of  North    Carolina,  laid    before   the 

the  justice,  the  generosity  of   the  people  will  be  I  House  the  following  proceedings  of  the  Legisla- 

manife.si    by  suffering  a  future   Congress   to  put    lure  of  that  State;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 

their  per  diem  allowance  upon  a  liberal  footing.        'o  lie  on  the  table  : 

Mr.  FoBSVTH  suggested,  as  a  readier  and  pref-  I  State  of  North  Carolina: 
erable  mode  than  going  through  all   the  forms  of !      The  Committee  to  whom  waa  referred  a  resolution 
the   House  again,  the   propriety  ot    repealing  at  \  of  the  Commonwealth  of  .Massachusetts,  proposing  an 
once   the    present   and    reviving  the  former  act,  i  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  would    produce  the    result  contemplated  i  report : 
by  Mr.  Harrison;   and  expressed  the  regret  and  j      That  the  said  resoluUon  is  in  principle  the  same 


humiliation  be  felt  that  the  subject  should  have 
occupied  so  much  time  as  it  had  already,  and  his 
dislike  to  commence  it  anew. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  3n  Mr.  Harri- 
son's motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tdesday,  January  21. 
Mr.  Blount  presented  sundry  resolutions  adopt- 
ed at  a  meeting  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Blount 
county,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  respecting  the 
situation  of  land  titles  in  that  county,  the  griev- 
ances of  the  people  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
flicting claims  arising  under  tiie  States  of  North 
Carolina  and  Tenne.ssee,  and  soliciting  that  so 
much  of  the  act  of  1806,  as  fixes  a  specific  price 
for  the  public  lands   within    the  said    Stale   of 


with  that  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  North 
Carolina  at  their  last  session,  with  a  modification  of 
one  of  its  provisions  in  the  said  resolutions ;  which 
meets  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  your  committee. 
They  therefore  recommend  that  the  resolution  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  iMassachusctts,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit :  "  That  for  the  purpofee  of 
choosing  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  each  State  shall  by  its  Legislature  be  divi- 
ded into  a  number  of  districts  equal  to  the  number  of 
Representatives  to  which  each  State  may  be  entitled. 
The  districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory, 
and  contain  as  nearly  as  may  he  an  equal  number  of 
inhabitants,  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  be  repre- 
sented. In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  shall  elect 
one  Representative  and  no  more.  That  for  the  pur- 
pose of  appointing  Electors  of  President  of  the  Uni- 
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Commercial  /nierconne. 


Jjjid  Stated  each  State  ihall  by  iu  Legialature  be  divi- 
^•^ed  into  ,;  number  of  districta  equal  to  the  number  of 
^^lectors  fo  which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  The 
.^sUicU  sj-allbe  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and 
5,.>nUin  a^  nearly  as  may  be  an  equal  number  of  in- 
yjabitanU  ^entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  repreaenta-  I 
^i'^on.  In  jach  distrift  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for 
fllepresentSlives,    shall    appoint   one    Elector    and    no  | 

"•ore.     Tije  Electors  when  convened  shall  have  power,  | 
case   ajiy  of  them   appointed    as  above  prescribed  I 

■tjall  fail  u,  attend   for   the   purposes  of  their  said  ap-  ! 

'Cintmcntion  the  day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes 

[jt  Prcsidrint  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  1 
^Jappoint^nother  or  others  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  I 
^<  them  B^  faiiing  to  attend.     Neither  the  districts  for 

f boosing  r^epresentatives,  nor  those  for  appointing 
iectors,  ihall  be  altered  in  any  State  until  a  census 
',d  apportionment  of  Representatives  under  it  subse- 
ient  to  tlije  division  of  the  State  into  districts  shall  be 
,}»de.  Ti,e  division  of  Sutes  into  districU,  hereby 
iV>vided  ti>r,  Phall  take  place  immediately  after  this 
Jiendmei-t  shall  be  adopted  and  ratified  as  a  part  of 
'"i    Constitution   of  the    United  States  ;  and  succea- 


Japcuart,  1817, 


The  bill  IS  as  follows: 
A    Bill  to   prohibit  all  commercial  intercourse   with 
ports  or  place,  into,  or  with  which,  the  vessels  of 
the  Lnited  States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to 
enter  and  trade. 


.  .yely  imn^-diately  afterward.s  whenever  a  census  and 
Z,  ,.ponionQjent   of  Representatives  under  it  shall  be 
f  ijde.     Tlia  division  of  each   State   into  districts,  for 
a*  purposes  both  of  choosing  Representatives  and  of  ! 
jj^inling -Electors,  shall  be  altered   agreeably  to  the  I 
rjrpvisions  ^f  this  amendment,  and  on  no  other  occa-  i 
.^n  —be  fidopted.     And   that  our    Senators   in   the  ' 
♦  •^ngress  c^'  the  United  States  be  instructed,  and  our  ' 
4A)re9enta*ive8  be  requested,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the 
«d  amendment   to   the    Constitution  of  the  United  I 

■  AltPS.  I 

)0(uoived'.jurther.  That  his    Excellency  the  Cover- 
^f  of  thi»^  State   be,   and   he   is  hereby,  requested  to 
jward  a  c^py  of  the  preceding  resolution  to  each  of  i 
y4  Senatojs  and  Representatives  in   the  Congress  of 
^     Lnited  estates,  and  also   to  the   Executives  of  the  [ 
jieral  SUi'^*,  accompanied   with    a   request  that  the  ' 
|pje  may  tte  laid  before  their  respective  Legislatures  ] 
r  their    consideration    and    adoption.     Respectfully 
'  Jitted.   '  «^  r  7 

!  R.  M.  SANDERS,  Chairman. 

J  Ix  StXATE,  December  23,  1816. 

frhe  abov*  report  being  read,  was  unanimously  con- 
fed    witij ;  and    the    resolutions   therein    proposed 
rinimousljf  adopted. 

,.  :  JOHN  BRANCH,  S.  S. 

v9j  onJer  ; 

^  ;  ^^ROBERT  WILLIAMS,  C.  5. 

*<        I^  Hi)r9i  or  CoMMoxs.  December  24,  1816. 
~  jrtead,  an.1   concurred  with   unanimously  ;  and  the 
flutions  \^herein  proposed  unanimously  adopted 

:  JA.  IREDELL,  6".  H.  C. 

ty  order; 

'  P.  HENDERSON,  C.  H.  C. 

IChe  fore8;)ing  is  a  true  copy. 
jiTcst  :  .  ROBERT  WILLIAMS,  C.  S. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

jr.  SMifH,  of  Maryland,  frona  the  Coratniitee 
►i^oreigi^  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  all 
c^inierciaj    intercour-se  with   puri.>  and    olaces 
1)2,1   or   w4h   which    the   vessels   of  the  United 

les  are  7\ol  ordinarily  periuitted  to  enter  and 
'5i^*X  ^"''''^'^  ^^^^  '^^'^  twice,  and  committed  to 
i»«,Coium^tee  of  the    Whole  on   the  bill  coo 

'iiDg  th»f  navigation  of  the  United  States, 


Bt  ,t  enacted,  ^-c,  That,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June  next,  no  ship  or  vessel   belonging  to   or 
I  coming,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  any  port  or  plice 
I  into,  or  with  which,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
I  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to   enter  and  trade  shall 
I  be  permuted  to  enter  the  harbors  or  waters  of  the  Uni 
ted  States,  or  the  Territoncs  thereof ;  vesiwls  employed 
by  any  Government  for  the   sole  purjK)se  of  carrvine 
letters  or  despatches,  and  also  vessels  forced  in  by  dia- 
tress,  and   by  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  only  excepted. 
And  if  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to,  or  coming  di- 
recUy  or   indirecUy  from,  any  port   or   place,  into,  or 
with  which,  the  vessels  of  the    United  States  are   not 
ordinarily  permitted  to   enter  and  trade,  not  excepted 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June 
next,  arnve  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
1  erritories  thereof,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  such   ship  or  vessel,  together  with  the  cargo,  if 
any,  which  may  be  found  on  board,  shall  be  forfeited 
and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any  court  of  the 
Lnited  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  having  com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Sic    2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the   thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  no  foreign  ship 
or  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  clear  out  or  depart  from 
the  L  nited  States,  or   the   Territories  thereof,  to  any 
port  or  place,  into,  or  with  which,  the   vessels  of  th« 
Lnited  Stales  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and 
trade ;  and,  irom    and   after   the   said   thirtieth  day  of 
June,  next,  no  foreign  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  permuted 
to  clear   out  or  depart  from  the  United  States,  or  the 
Territories  thereof,  until  the  owner,  consignee,  master 
or  commander,  shall  have  given  bond,  with  sufficient 
sureties,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  double 
]  the  value  of  the  vessel,  and   double   the   value  of  the 
cargo   if  any,  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  proceed 
directly  to   and  land  her  cargo,  if  any,  at  some  port  or 
place  of  the  nation  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  may 
belong    and  into,  or  with  which,  the  vessels  of  the 
Lnited  State,  are  ordinarily  permitted   to  enter  and 
trade,  and  shall  not  proceed  to,  or  trade  with,  any  port 
or  place,  into,  or  with  which,  the  vesaels  of  the  United 
I  States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and  trade  • 
I  and  any  bond  taken,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  cancelled 
by  the  collector  taking  the  same,  on  the  production  to 
him,  withm  one  year  from  the  dale  of  such  bond,  of 
the  certificate  of  the  Consul  of   the   United  State* 
I  residing  at  the  port  where  the  vessel  may  arrive   and 
j  the  cargo,  if  any,  be  landed;  or,  if  there   be  no  Con- 
8ul  ol  the  Lnited  States  there,  then  the  certificate  of 
I  J**^  rwpecuble  merchants,  under  oath,  residing  there: 
(I'rovtded,  It  shall   appear  to  the  collector,  from  the 
lact*-  proved  by  such  certificate,  that  the  condition  of 
the  bond  has  been  complied  with ;)  and  if  such  certifi- 
cate  be  not  produced,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  proper  officer  to  proceed  to  the  recovery  and 
collection   of  the  amount  of  said  bond,  in  any  court 
having  competent  jurisdiction.  I'rorided,  nevertheless, 
rhat  the  obligors  may  discharge  themselves  from  lia- 
bihty  for  the  payment  thereof,  prior  to  final  judgment 
against  them,   by  the  production  of  the  certificate  re- 
quired by  this  act.  and  by  the  payment  of  the  cosU  of 
suit  which  may  have  accrued  previous  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  certificate  aforesaid. 
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AccountabilUy  of  Di^uning  Officers. 


H.  OP  R, 


DISBURSING  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Low.NDES  laid  before  the  House  letters 
addressed  to  him  as  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Acting  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
respecting  the  accountability  ol  public  officers 
and  agents,  and  the  dunes  and  emoluments  of 
the  Attorney  General ;  whicli  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  letters  are  as  follow  : 

DiPABTXKXT  OP  Stati,  Dtc.  31,  1816. 

81  a :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  requealing  informa- 
tion on  the  following  subjects,  viz: 

1.  Is  It  intended  to  apply  the  power  of  imprison- 
ment and  sale  of  property,  proposed  in  a  late  report  to 
the  Senate  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  Departments, 
to  cases  of  property,  as  well  as  money,  which  may  be 
withheld  from  the  (jovernment  by  its  officers? 

2.  Is  it  proposed  to  allow  any  judicial  examination 
into  the  claim  of  the  United  Sutes,  either  when  an 


Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  I 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  thall,  after  the  thirUelh  day  of  ' 
June  next,  depart  or  attempt  to  depart  frem  any  port 
of  the  United  States  without  a  clearance,  or  without 
having  given  bond  as  required  by  this  act,  such  ship 
or  vessel,  together  with  her  cargo,  shall  be  wholly  for- 
feited, and  may  be  seized  and  condemned,  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof, 
haviQf  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  State.<,  to  pre- 
■cribe  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
Consuls  of  the  United  States,  in  foreign  ports  or 
places,  in  granting  the  certificate  required  by  the  sec- 
ond section  of  this  act,  and  to  the  collector,  the  nature 
and  form  of  the  evidence  which  shall  be  required  in 
those  ports  or  places,  into,  and  with  which,  vessels  of 
the  United  States  are  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and 
trade,  wherein  no  ("onsul  o(  the  United  States  may 
reside  at  the  lime  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  and 
landing  the  cargo,  as  required  id  the  second  Rection  of 
this  act. 

Sec  5.  .ijtd  be  it  further  enabled.  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  arising  under,  or  incurred  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  the  prosecution  for,  and  collection  of, 
which  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  may  be 
sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit, 
by  action  of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  by  indictment  on  information,  in  any 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction  to  try  the  same; 
and  shall  be  distributed  and  accounted  for  m  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  the  act,  enUtled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  second  day  of  .March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine ;  and  such  penalties  and  for- 
feitures may  be  examined,  mitigated,  or  remiited,  in 
like  manner,  and  under  the  like  conditions,  regula- 
tions and  restrictions,  as  are  prescribed,  authorized  and 
directed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and 
disabilities  accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  men- 
tioned," passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual 
by  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred. 


officer  who  has  received  money  from  the  Government 

claims  credits  not  admitted  in  his  account*,  or  where 

a  citizen  is  charged   by  a  Department  as  a  depositary 

of  public  money  which  he  denies  having  received  ' 

3.  Would  the   accountability  of  public  officers  be 

I  sufficiently  secured  if  the  different  proposals  conuined 

j  in  the  report  above  referred  to  were  all  to  be  adopted, 

with  the  exception  of  that  for  the  establishment  of  a 

\  new  Department  ' 

In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  it  is  proper  to  observe 
that  the  reasons  for  resorting  to  the  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment of  the  defaulting  officer  where  property  is 
embezzled  or  withheld  are  equally  strong  as  in  the 
case  of  money.  It  is  presumed  that  imprisonment 
would  be  resorted  to  only  where  there  is  a  deficiency 
of  property  to  satisfy  the  demand,  or  in  the  case  of  a 
refusal  to  settle  accounts  when  adjustments  of  the  ac- 
counts of  others  are  dependent  upon  such  settlement. 
In  both  these  cases,  but  particulariy  in  the  latter,  the 
most  rigid  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  Gov- 
ernnftnt  would  be  indispensable. 

A  judicial  examination,  where  the  officer  should 
allege  that  injustice  had  been  done  in  the  settlement 
of  his  accounU,  would  perpetuate  the  delays  in  the 
settlement  of  the  public  accounts  which  have  produced 
the  derangement  in  the  accounting  offices  that  are  in- 
tended to  be  remedied  by  the  summary  procedure  re- 
commended by  the  report.  It  is  highly  improbable 
that  injustice  will  be  practised  by  the  auditing  officers  ; 
but  if  it  should  happen  in  any  case,  the  appeal  should 
be  to  Congress,  who  will  always  grant  relief. 

It  is  not  intended  to  apply  the  summary  procedure 
proposed  in  the  report  to  the  Senate  to  any  other  per- 
sons than  officers  of  the  Government.  If  the  Govern- 
ment confide  the  public  property  to  other  persons  than 
officers,  their  rights  as  individuals  ought  not  to  be 
aflTected.  It  is  not  proposed  to  extend  the  principle 
beyond  the  necessity  which  has  produced  its  applica- 
tion to  a  certain  description  of  officers.  Justice  and 
consistency  require  that  it  should  apply  to  the  dis- 
bursing as  well  as  to  the  collecting  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  answering  the  third  inquiry,  serious  difficulties 
present  themselves.  The  Indian  Department  stands 
in  front.  It  is  possible  that,  by  a  more  specific  regu- 
lation in  that  branch  of  the  public  service  than  has 
heretofore  been  attempted,  its  accounts  might  be  re- 
duced to  some  general  principles  which  would  admit 
of  their  settlement  by  an  Auditor  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Head  of  the  Department.  .Measures  have  been 
taken  during  the  present  year  with  a  view  to  such  a 
regulation.  Should  this  be  effected,  the  most  serious 
obstacle  to  the  settlement  of  those  accounu  would  be 
removed. 

In  recommending  the  cstabluhment  of  another  in- 
dependent Department,  the  Secretaries  were  influ- 
enced in  some  degree  by  the  consideration  that  the 
pubUc  interest  required  that  the  Executive  Department 
should  be  simple  and  uniform  in  its  organization. 
The  various  branches  of  Executive  authority  are  now 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Depart- 
ments, except  the  General  Post  Office  and  the  Mint. 
They  form  exceptions  to  the  general  prinaple  upon 
which  the  Executive  Department  has  been  organized. 
The  beat  examination  which  the  Secretaries  have  been 
able  to  give  the  subject  has  led  to  the  belief  that  the 
anomalous  organization  of  the&e  Departments  has  not 
been  productive  of  any  beneficial  consequences.  The 
General  Post  Office,  independent  of  the  anomaly  joat 
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•Uted,  pieaenU  another  of  a  more  Bingular  character. 

The  revinue  accruing  from  the  postage  of  letter*  ia 

fjiaburae<«  directlj  by  the  General  Post  Office.  IS'o 
part  of  it  come*  into  the  publi<  Treasury  except  that 
'  portion  U  It  which  eiceeda  th>j  expenses  of  the  De- 
4  partmenL  The  immense  sums  which  are  paid  to  con- 
*{  tractors  fiir  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  and  to  all 
i  the  pofiUCasters  throughout  the  nation,  are  diabursed 
-"(lirecily  Uv  the  Postmaster  (ieneral.  The  accounts  of 
e  Depaitment  are  revised   by  the  accounting  officers 

gf  the  Tfjasury,  but  they  are  now  about  six  years  in 

^rrear. 

^   It  is  DU  contended  that  the  establishment  of  a  new 

|)eparlm«*il  is  indispensably  necessary  to  change  the 

^v.rgtnizat^jn  of  the  General  Post  Office,  so  aa  to  aub- 

j^t   the  {lavment  of  money   in   that   Department  to 

^•ijie    checlis    to    which    all    other    paymenU  of  public 

^money  ar(  subjected.     The  suais  arising  from  postage 

'4-^  letters  Bught  be  paid  directly  into  the  Treasury,  and 

'fill  sums  iiue  to  contractors  might  be  paid  by  warrants 

^<t  the  Ti  »asury,  as  well  without  the  eaUblishment  of 

Ji  new  Department  a^  with  it.     If  it  were  deemed  ne- 

*j|e8sary,  a>ll  postmasters  whose  emoluments  exceeded 

3i  given  spm  might  be  paid    in  the  same   manner;   or 

;;^e   postiliaalers   of  all    distributing    offices   might   be 

..slaced  uj^n  that  footing.     This  discrimination  might 

*^bad  to  the  suggestion  that  it  would  be  proper  to  sub- 

^lect  that  class  of  officers  to  the  ordeal  of  passing  through 

J^e  Senate.     This  suggestion,   however,  is  foreign  to 

tihe  subjert  of  your  inquiry.     The   changes  suggested 

•2  »n  the  modes  of  conducting  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 

V(;eneral  "Poet  Office  were   necessarily  involved  in  the 

Jjfropositirtn  to  make  a  new   Department,  to  which  it 

^iihould  b(t  subordinate. 

^j  We  think  proper  to  add  that,  although  provision 
r»iay  be  Q.ade  for  the  settlement  of  all  the  public  ac- 
»i<iounU  wsihout  the  institution  of  a  new  Department, 

•  T*  ^^^^  '^'^  doubt  that  the  just  principles  of  accounta- 
V|tilily  would  be  better  preserved,  and  economy  promo- 
|rj«pd,  by  tht-  adoption  of  that  measure.  Equally  salis- 
^•died  are  w.-  that  other  esacntial  advantages  would  re- 
^. aiilt   from    it.     As,    however,   your   inquiry    does    not 

•  ♦tend  to  this  object,  we  think  it  improper  to  enter 

•  l^rther  into  the  subject. 

^  T  We    hare   the   honor   to    be,   very  respectfully,  sir, 
^jijur  obedjent  servants, 
A\  JAS.  MONROE, 

*1  WM.H.  CRAWFORD, 

I  •         GEORGE  GRAHAM, 

*  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

B .  W .  C RO  W M.N  «H  IE LD. 
Hon.  Hr.  Low-foaa,  ChaiT-man,  4-c. 
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^  From  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Lowndes. 

^?  1.  The  Attorney  General  has  been  always,  since  the 
^^option  i,f  our  Government,  a  member  of  the  execa- 
i|j^Te  council,  or  cabinet.  For  that  reason,  as  well  as 
T^T  the  beaer  discharge  of  his  other  official  duties,  it  is 
^jproper  thm  he  should  reside  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
^menU  It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  present  officer,  at 
H^ie  time  of  his  appointment,  to  do  so;  which  he  has 
j(^.-cordingiy  done.  Hw  duties  in  attending  the  cabinet 
lil^liberatK'OS  are  equal  to  those  of  any  other  member. 
^  2.  Bemy  at  the  Seat  of  Government  throughout  the 
^^•rear,  his  labors  are  increased  by  giving  opinions  to  the 
^Jjfferent  {departments  and  public  offices.  'I'he  pro- 
^(wriion  of  increase  could  be  in  part  ascertained  by  an 
«^aminatKjn  of  the  files  of  all  of  them,  and  comparing 
,4»e  opuu(.ps  given  now  with  heretofore,  whea  the  1 


I 


w 


I  office  waa  at  a  diaUnce.  But  this  is  not  all.  Being 
on  the  spot,  it  may  be  suppoaed  that  he  will  often  be 
resorted  to  verbally  in  the  progress  of  current  busineaa. 
Such  ia  the  fact.  The  removal  of  the  office  has  more 
than  doubled  its  entire  businest  under  this  head. 

3.  The  Supreme  Court.  At  the  last  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court  there  were  forty-nine  causes  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  docket.  Of  this  number, 
twenty-three  were  ultimately  dispoaed  of  by  argument 
or  otherwise.  Four  others  were  argued  without  being 
decided.  Under  such  circumsUnces,  the  Attorney 
General  cannot  well  engage  in  the  causes  of  private 
clienU  in  this  court,  consistently  with  a  diligent  execu- 
tion  of  the  pubh.c  business. 

The  present  Attorney  General  has  not  embarked  in 
the  practice  of  the  local  couru  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. The  practice  is,  in  itself,  of  little  moment;  and 
to  engage  in  it  upon  a  scale  to  make  it,  in  any  degree, 
worth  his  attention  would  be  incompatible  with  the 
calls  to  which  he  is  liable  from  the  Executive,  and  the 
investigations  due  to  other  official  engagemenU. 

4.  The  office  has  no  apartment  for  busineaa,  nor 
clerks,  nor  a  messenger,  nor  stationery,  nor  fuel  allow- 
ed. These  have  been  supplied  by  the  officer  himself, 
at  his  own  expense. 

REPAY.MEiN'T  OF  DUTIES. 

The  Huuse  look  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee ol  Ways  and  Mean^  on  the  petition  of  Chan- 
cellor H.  Saunders  and  Manuel  Judah.  The  pe- 
titioners pray  for  the  repayment  of  duties  paid 
by  them  to  the  Government  on  account  of  spirits 
distilled  in  the  United  Stales;  which  reptyiuent 
they  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  spirits  have 
been  destroyed  by  tire;  and  ibe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  report  that  the  petition  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  gave  rise  to  some  discussion,  in 
which  Mr.  Pleasants  0|)posed  it,  and  moved  to 
reverse  the  same  so  as  to  declare  ihepetiiioD  rea- 
sonable; and  Mr.  Lowndes  advocated  the  report 
and  explained  the  views  of  the  coinmiltee,  which 
forbade  relief  to  the  petiiionefs,  as  well  as  the 
general  policy  proper  iu  such  cases.  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  likewise  spoke  in  favor  oJ  the  re- 
port, aller  which  the  question  was  taken  on  con- 
curring therein,  and  carried. 

THE  COMPENS.\TION  LAW. 

The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen>aiioa 
Law — .Mr.  Harrison's  motion  of  yesterday  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole, 
with  loslruclion  to  fill  the  blank  with  six  dollars, 
being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Harrison,  after  stating  that  he  fell  some 
doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  ihat  part  of  his  mo- 
iion,  which  embraced  an  instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee ol  the  Whole,  requested  lermissiuu  to 
withdraw  that  branchof  it,  and  did  soaccordingly. 

Mr.  Pickering  moved  the  indefinite  posipyne- 
menl  ol  the  bill,  and  spoke  some  time  in  favor  of 
leaving  the  subject  to  the  next  Congress,  to  act 
as  they  should  deem  proper,  when  the  public  fer- 
ment shall  have  subsided,  and  they  be  able  to  de- 
cide dispassionately,  and  also  because  the  House 
Had  by  us  votes  shown  no  disposition  lo  fix  on 
aa  adequate  per  diem  allowance. 
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The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
supported  warmly  by  Mr.  Wright,  and  briefiy 
by  Mr.  Calhotn  ;  and  zealously  opposed  by  Mr. 
Parris;  when  th*-  question  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  53. 
nays  115.  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Atherton,  Baer,  Baker,  Bay- 
lies, Bradbury,  Brerkenridge,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Chappell,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clayton, 
Clendennin,  Condict,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Glasgow,  (iriffin.  Grosvenor,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Ir- 
ving of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Law, 
Love,  Lovett,  .Marsh,  .Middleton,  Mills,  Milnor.  Moffitl, 
Moore,  J.  Nelson,  Pickering,  RoberUon,  Schenck, 
Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stearns,  Stuart,  Stur- 
ges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  'i'ate,  Thomas,  Wallace, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Woodward,  Wright, 
and  Yates. 

Nats  —  Messrs.  Adgale,  Alexander,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Belts,  Birdsall, 
Birdseye,  Blount,  Boss,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Ca- 
dv,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of 
North  Carolina,  Comstock,  Conner,  Creighton,  Croch- 
eron,  Darlington,  Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
Hahn,  Hale,  Hall.  Hammond,  Hardin,  Harrison, 
Heister,  Hendersun,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Hu- 
ger,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent, 
King,  Langdon,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
Lyie,  Lyon,  William  Maclay,  William  P.  Maclay,  .Ma- 
son, VlcCoy,  McKee,  .McLean,  Miller,  Moseley,  Mur- 
free,  Hugh  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Newton,  Noyes, 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Peter,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
anU,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roane, 
Root,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  .Mary- 
land. Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Strong,  Taul,  Tay- 
lor of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair, 
Townsend,  Tyler,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massachusetts,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde, 
Williams,  Thomas  Wilson,  WiUiam  Wilson,  and 
Yancey. 

The  motion  ihen  recurred  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  58. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  moiii^n  made 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Grosvenor,  to  strike  out  the 
substance  of  the  bill  and  insert  a  substitute  re- 
pealing all  the  laws  on  the  subject  from  the  end 
of  the  session,  so  as  to  throw  on  the  next  Con- 
gress the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  subject,  not, 
he  declared,  with  any  ungenerous  motive  towards 
them,  but  that  they, coming  fresh  from  the  people, 
Diight  be  left  to  decide  freely  and  uoshackled. 

The  motion  was  supported,  earnestly  and  at 
length,  by  Mr.  Robertson  ;  when  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the  aracndtneni 
by  confining  the  repeal  to  the  existing  act,  and 
thus  leave  the  subject  of  compensation  as  ii 
stood  prior  to  the  act  of  last  session,  which  he 
modified,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  so 
as  to  revive  expressly  the  former  laws  on  the 
subject. 

After  a  desultory  debate  of  some  time  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Grosvenor.  and  the  amendment 
roposed   thereto,  the  question  was   taken  on  Mr. 
aylor's    motion,  and   decided    in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  85,  nays  81,  as  follows : 


¥ 


[       YiAS— Messrs.  Archer,   Avery,  Baer,   Baker,  Bar- 
bour,   Bassett,   Bennett,   Blount,    Boss.   Brooks,  Bur- 
well.  Cannon,   Cilley,   Comstock,    Conner,  Crawford, 
Crocheron,     Darhngton,    Desha,     Dickens,    Edwards, 
Fmdley,  Fletcher,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Har- 
rison,  Heuter,  Hendricks,   Huger,   Hungerford,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King, 
Langdon,  Lewis.   Little,   Lowndes    Lumpkin,    LyIe, 
Lyon,  William    Maclay,  William   P.   Maclay,  .Mason, 
McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Hugh   Nelson,  T.  M.  Nel- 
son, Noyes,  Ormsby,    Parris,   Peter,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Randolph,  Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land,   Smith   of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Telfair,  Townsend, Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,    Whiteside,'  Wilcox,  Wilde,   Wilkin, 
Williams,  Willoughby,  William  Wilson,  and  Yancey. 
>''*TS— Messrs.  Adams,  Adgatc,   Alexander,  Ather- 
ton, Bateman,  Baylies,  BetU,  Birdsall,  Birdseve,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Maasa- 
chusetu.  Champion,  Chappell,  Clark  of  New  York, 
Clarke  of  .North  Carolina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Con- 
dict, Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gaston, 
Gold,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Hul- 
bert, Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Irwin  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Jewett,   Kent,   Kerr  of  Virginia,   Law,   Love, 
Lovett,  Marsh.  Middleton,  Miller,  .Mills,  Milnor,  .Moore, 
.Moseley,  Murfree,  J.  .Nelson,  Newton,  Pickens,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Reed,   Reynolds,  Rice,  Robertson,  Rug- 
glea,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Tate,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  CaroUna,  Thomas,  Ward 
of  ,Ma.ssachusetts,   Ward    of   New    York,   Wendover, 
Wheaton,  Thomas  Wilson,   Woodward,  Wright,  and 
Yates. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  ameadment  was 
agreedkj,  and  the  question  recurred  on  the  mo- 
tion offered  by  .Mr.  Grosvenor.  as  amended. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  that  when  he  found  his 

former  proposition  supported  by  so  few not  more 

thau  sixteen  or  eighteen— in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  he  had  resolved  not  to  revive  it  ia 
the  House  unless  compelled  by  the  subsequent 
course  of  the  business,  as  it  would  look  perhaps, 
he  said,  like  bravado,  like  an  offer  which  no  one 
might  regard,  to  throw  himself  in  the  front  of  the 
battle;  and  it  was  therefore  wiih  pain  he  felt 
himself  constrained  to  bring  it  forward  now.  and 
try  the  sense  of  the  House  on  it.  After  some 
general  remarks  on  the  course  of  the  debate,  dec, 
he  moved  the  second  brauch  of  his  former  propo- 
sition, that  was.  substantially,  to  deduct  from  the 
pay  of  the  members  the  excess  they  had  received 
during  the  present  Congress  above  the  former 
allowance  of  SIX  dol'arsaday.  Themotiun,  how- 
ever, not  being  at  pre.->ent  in  order,  he  suspended  it. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  proposing  some  modification 
of  his  motion,  winch  he  discovered  was  necessary 
from  not  being  sufficiently  definite  as  to  the  acts 
intended  to  be  revived,  some  of  them  providing 
com|)ensation  for  the  servants  of  the  House,  but 
which  modification  could  not  be  now  received 
as  the  amendment  bad  been  decided  on — 

Mr.  Sharp,  lor  the  purpose  of  giving  an  oppor-- 
tunny  lo  gentlemen  lo  improve  the  amendment 
and  allow  them   to  make  as  perfect  as  pos>ible 
the  bill  under  discustioD,  moved  a  reconsidera-  > 
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tioD  of  \he  vote  just  taken;  which  motion  was 
agreed  t#,  ayes  87  ;  aud 

J  Mr.  Taylor's  aroendment  was  ag^ain  brought 
.  before  Uje  House;  when  lie  withdrew  that  part 
S  of  the  tmeDdraenl  which  expressly  revived  the 
^  act  io  ft-^ce  prior  tu  ihf  act  of  last  sest^ion.  so  as 
^  (o  coDfi^ie  his  motiOD  to  a  simple  repeal  of  the 
5fcx»sting>ct. 

^     The  ('question  was  then  taken  on   the  ainend- 

^  ment,  a?,  modified,  and  dt  cided.  by  yeas  and  nays, 

^■^as  follows :   For  the  amendment  So,  ao;ainst  it  81. 

^     The  question  was  then  taken  on  .\Ir.  Grosve- 

«,  hob's  motion,  as  amended,  and  decided   in   the 

*•.  ^ffirraatijve :   For  the  amendment  S3j  against  it  81. 

1  '   So  iht  House  decided  simply  to  repeal  the  law 

«^f  last  si*s>ion,  I'rum  and  after  the  passing  of  the 

4r4|reseot  (lill. 

•5  j  Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  another  section,  di- 
^JeciiDg.. 'substantially,  that   the    accounts  of  the 

♦  jnember:,  lor  services  during  the  present  session, 
^(le  aJ justed  and  settled  in  such  manner,  and  by 
;,  (he   satne  rules,  as  if  the  act  of  la>t  session  had 

•  •  iiot  beeii  [)assed  ;  and  thereon  demanded  the  yeas 
J^ind  nayis. 

/  *  Mr.  Kn.NDOLHH  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  mo- 
/  jfion  the;'words,  '"for  services  rendered  during  the 
";treseijt  *ession." 

■  ^^  This  ('aotioo,  and  the  preceding,  gave  rise  to 
^jjuch  discussion  ;  in  which  Mr.   Forsyth  sup- 
")ried  hU  amendment  as  a  necessary  instruction 
icers  of  thf  Treasury  a;id  those  of  this 


sAorleu  hyj 
'\i  the  otfic 
•=--',|Iouse. 


<^    Mr.  Randolph  supported  his  motion,  as  substan- 

<f  jially  tlu-  !>arae  which  he  had  offered  in  Coramit- 

i.  |ee  of  i!h?  Whole,  to  refund  the  eice>s  received 

•^uring   'he  present   Congress,  over   what   would 

jliave  beifo   received  under  the  law  prior  to  last 

*|ession  ; 'Vind  he  entered  at  large  into  the  general 

question  -repeating  his  conviction,  that  the  course 

fee  propi<*ed  was  required  by  every  proper  consid- 

JJrration  ;ahat  if  anything  was  done  with  the  law 

«5Vf  ihe  la^t  session,  it  ought  to  be  a  thorough  re- 

vivraciion<jf  all  that  had  been  done,  and  that  the 

3|:iCl  oow;  passed  ought  to  be  retroactive,  as  well 

as  the  (^nipensaiion   law.  which    was   lo   be  re- 

uealed.   ; 

.  Mr.  Stieffey  rose  to  show  that  the  motion  of 
Mr.  RAjiDOLPH  would  embrace  only  those  ac- 
tjuounis  jpfhich  remain  unsettled  ;  and  expressed 
i  Jjis  coinJ;idence  with  Mr.  R.  that,  if  the  act  was 
#ighl,  II  i)Ugbt  not  to  be  repealed  ;  but  if  wrong, 
and  It  wi^re  repealed,  that  full  remuneration  ought 
I  (o  be  ri^de  to  the  public.  Against  the  latter 
7  course,  li'jwever,  he  .spoke  at  some  length,  as  it 
J  tvould  b«  for  meddling  with  a  vested  right,  which 
«kChe  law  -ould  not  now  touch,  which  opinion  he 
Sirgued  i*)  esiabli>h. 

^j   Mr.  F.iJR3YTH   supported    his   motion  at   some 
J  Jc!Dgih,a'id  opposed  the  amendment  offered  thereto 

wever*  proper  he 
present  session, 
^  js  the  uA'mbers  had  received  their  compensation 
\j|or  the  Jast  sesk-ion,  it  was  not  his  wish  now  to 
<dt40uch  iijor  to  coerce  its  repayment. 
^J[ J  Mr.  Culpeper  thought,  il  anything  at  all  were 
.•jiJone,  as.  proposed  by  the  motion,  a  ought  to  be 

-it  ? 


something  worthy  of  the  effort ;  and  was.  there- 
fore, in  favor  of  a  thorough  revision  of  account*, 
or  none  at  all. 

Mr.  Randolph  replied   to  Mr.  Shsffey,  and 
denied  that  the  compensation  received  at  the  last 
,  session  was  a  vested  right,  but  simply  a  contract 
I  as  related  to  this  House,  between  the  right  hand 
1  and  the  left;  and  that  if  the  case  were  brought 
I  before  a  court,  either  at  common  law  or  in  chac- 
I  eery,  a  recovery  might  be  had,  provided  the  pres- 
ent bill  pass,  &.C.     Mr.  R.  supported  liis  opinion 
by  a  variety  of  arguments,  and  concluded  by  de- 
claring, that  if  the  subject  was  acted  on  at  all,  he 
was  unwilling  to  stop  short  of  justice  to  the  i>ub- 
lic — justice  he  called  it,  because,  if  not   so,  why 
pa5s  the  law  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Sheffey  rejoined,  and  repeated  his  belief, 
tliat  those  accounts  which  had  been  settled,  were 
finally  settled  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  being 
settled  under  the  law  of  the  land,  and  could  not 
be  touched — he  entered  into  various  illustrations 
of  his  view  of  vested  rights,  which  he  conceived 
this  to  be. 

Mr.  Root  spoke  against  the  retroactive  propo- 
sition; because,  as  he  believed,  il  would  be  inef- 
ficacious, could  not  be  executed  fully,  aod  would, 
therefore,  operate  unfairly  ;  which  opinion  he 
argued  at  some  length  to  sustain. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUOH  explained  briefly  the  rea- 
sons which  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's amendment. 

A  motion  was  then,  about  4  o'clock,  made  to 
adjourn,  aod  the  House  adjourned. 


J(eDgih,a'id opposed  the  amendmen 
Jfy  Mr.  ilANDOLPU — because,  how 
3|uighl  d^em  its  uperation  on  the 


Wednesday,  January  22. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
who  were  lost  in  the  United  States  brig  Epervier  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Goldsborough.  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  collection  of  the  internal  revenue,  so 
far  as  to  require  the  collectors  within  the  State 
of  Maryland  to  keep  an  office,  or  known  place 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  at  the  county  town 
of  each  county  of  their  district,  and  to  attend 
there  bv  themselves  or  deputy  at  certain  stated 
times,  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufacture!  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  regis- 
ters to  be  issued  to  that  description  of  ve^eli  de- 
nominated sea-letter  ve>sels. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  lo  employ 
John  Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute  certain 
paintings,  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  Messrs. 

CaLHODN,  HOPKINSON,  WiLDE,  RANDOLPH,  aod 

Pitkin. 

Mr.  Cady,  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution: 

Hooked,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treajury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  required    to  report  to  thu  UouM 
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whether  there  be  any  bank  note*  in  the  Treaaurv 
which  cannot  be  advanugeomJy  applied  m  the  pay- 
ment of  debt«  due  from  the  United  State*,  and  if  there 
be  any  iuch  bank  notes,  the  amount  thereof,  and  in 
what  banks  the  same  are  depogiied,  and  whether  any, 
and  what  provision,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  made, 
by  law,  to  compel  the  banks  which  iaaued  such  notes' 
to  redeem  the  same,  or  give  security  for  the  redemp- 
tion thereof,  with  interest. 

Some  debate  arising  on  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution,  a  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  subject 
on  the  table,  and  was  carried— yeas  65,  nays  55. 


THE  COMPENSATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  subject  of  the 
compensation  bill.  Mr.  Randolph's  proposition 
to  amend  Mr.  Forsyth's  amendment,  by  striking 
therefrom  the  words  "  during  the  present  session." 
(so  as  to  include  the  accounts  of  both  se-sions  in 
the  settlement  agreeably  to  the  old  per  diem  of 
six  dollars)  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Cady  spoke  some  time  against  the  inexpe- 
diency, the  injustice,  and  impracticability  ofgoin<^ 
into  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  last  session" 
and  requiring  a  repayment  of  the  excess  received 
over  the  amount  which  would  have  been  been 
receivable  under  the  old  compensation. 

Mr.  Pitkin  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Randolph  declared  he  was  as  adverse  to 
the  amendment  as  any  one  ;  hut  it  was  predicattid 
on  the  supposition,  tliat  the  repeal  would  extend 
to  the  3d  of  March,  1815  ;  he  knew  that  if  the  re- 
peal look  effect  at  any  iime  prior  to  the  period  he 
contemplated,  the  con:,equences  predicted  by  the 
gentlemen  opposed  to  it,  would  re.->ult. 

The  question  was  ilien  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's motion  to  amend  Mr.  Forsyth's  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  61.  nays 
101,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Archer,  Atherton,  Baker,  BetU, 
Birdsail.  Birdscye,  Bryan,  Burwcll,  Caldwell,  Clark 
of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Condict, 
Crawford,  Deaha,  Fletcher,  Goldsborough,  (irosvenor. 
Hall,  Hammond,  Heister,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Huger', 
Hungerlord,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,' 
King,  Langdon,  Lewu,  Little,  William  P.  Maclay, 
McKee,  .Miller,  Moore,  Murfree,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thos! 
M.  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Parns,  Pickens,  Piper,  Randolph, 
Reynolds,  Ross,  8a»age,  Schenck,  Sheffev,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  8outb 
Carolina,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whealon,  Wilkin' 
Thomas  WUson,  and  Yates.  ' 

Nati— Messrs.  Adams,  Adgate,  Alexander,  .-Vrery, 
Baer,  Barbour,  B«s«ett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett] 
Blount,  Bom,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Cady] 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Carr  of  Massachusetu,  Champion' 
Chappell,  Cdley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Dar- 
lington, Davenport,Uicken8,  Edwards.  Findley,  Korney, 
Gaston,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hardm] 
Harrison,  Henderson,  Hendnck.*,  Hopkinaoii,  Hulberl, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky] 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Law,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,' 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  William  Maclay,  Marsh,  Masoo] 
McCoy,  McLean,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moffitt,  Moseley,' 
Newton,  Noyes,  Peter,  Pickering,  Pukm,  Pleasanu, 
14th  Con.  2d  Stss.— 23 


Powell,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  Robertaon,  Root,  Rugglea, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard' 
Stearns,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Vose] 
V^  allace,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Whiteside,  Wilde 
Williams,  Willoughby,  William  Wilson,  Woodward' 
Wright,  and  Yancey.  ' 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Forsyth's 
motion  to  ixtend  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  amend  Mr.  For- 
syth's proposition,  by  striking  out  the  whole 
thereof  and  inserting  a  substitute,  substantially 
to  su>pend  the  repeal  of  the  existing  compensa- 
tion act  until  the  end  of  the  present  session,  and 
to  provide  that  the  repealing  act  should  not  revive 
any  former  compensation  law. 

Alter  honie   debate  thereon,  the  question  was 
taken  on   Mr.  Grosvenor's  motion,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  104,  nays  62.  as  follows: 
Yeas— Messrs.  Adams,  .Alexander,  .\therton,  Baer, 
Baker,  Baylies,  BetU.  Birdsail,  Bosa,  Bradbury.  Breck- 
enridge,    Bryan,    Cady,   Caldwell,    Calhoun,  Carr  of 
Massachusetu,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark  of  New  York, 
Clarke  of  North  Carohna,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Con' 
diet,  Conner,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Culpeper, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Findley,  Forney,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hardin,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Hop- 
kinson,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,  Johnaoa 
of  Kentucky,  Kent,   Kerr  of   Virginia,  Law,  Lewia, 
Love,  Lovett,   Lyle,  Wilham    Maclay,  Marsh,  Maaon, 
McCoy,   .McKce,    McLean,   .Middleton,  Miller,  MUla, 
Mdnor,  Moffitt,  .Moore,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Thomas  .M. 
NcUon,    Newton,  Noyes,  Pickens,   Pickering,  Piper, 
Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  RoberUon,  Root,. 
Ross,     Ruggles,     Savage,    Schenck,    Sharp,    Sheffey, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Stur- 
ges, Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Car- 
olina,   Thomas,   Townsend,    Ward  of  .Massachusetu 
Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wheaton,  Whiteside' 
Wilkin,    Willoughby,    Thomas    Wilson,   Woodward, 
and  Yates. 

Nats— Messrs,  Adgate,  Archer,  Avery,  Barboar, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Brooki, 
Burwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Comstock,  Deaha,  Dick- 
ens, Edwards.  Fletcher,  Forsyth,  Goldsborough,  Good- 
wyn,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Heister,  Hen- 
dncks.  Hooks,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Hungerford,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  King,  Langdon,  Little,  Lowndee, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Willia.o  P.  Maclay,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Ormsby,  Parns.  PeUr,  Pitkin,  PleasanU,  Rice,  Roane, 
Smith  of  .Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Tay- 
lor of  New  York,  Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace.  Ward  of  New 
Jersey.  Wilcox,  WUde,  WUliims,  William  WUaon, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  the  substitute,  and  de- 
cided against  repealing  the  existing  act,  until 
from  and  after  the  present  session,  and  against 
the  revival  of  the  previous  compensation  law; 
thus  leaving  it  to  the  next  Congress  to  act  of  ne- 
cessity on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wilde,  after  some  introductory  observa- 
tions in  (avor  of  adopting  some  permanent  pro- 
vision, and  not  leaving  the  subject  to  be  agitated 
again,  dec,  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
the  iiiiroduction  of  several  sections,  proposing, 
substantially,  to  provide  a  per  diem  allowance  of 
nine  dollars,  as  the  future  compensation  to  be  al- 
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4  f  j ' 

f  flowed  |o  members  after  ihe  close  of  the  present 
^  ij  session; 

>  Thi.*  proposition  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cadv, 
V  Gold.  <ind  Condict,  who  spoke  in  favor  of  leav- 
ing to  <  future  Congress  the  adjustment  of  its 
own  compensation  ;  and,  after  the  tedious  and 
raryinji  course  pursued  on  the  subject,  of  acting 
on  it  de^ini'ively.  without  commencing  anew  with 
the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  IiANDOLPH  divsented  from  the  opinion,  that 
more  ti  ne  had  been  occupied  by  this  subject  than 
It  deserved,  and  rather  wondered  that  it  was  likely 
to  end  skj  soon  ;  he  opposed,  however,  Mr.  Wilde's 
['motion,  and  advocated  the  peculiar  propriety  of 
leaving;  the  subject  to  their  successors.  Mr.  R. 
entered  much  at  large  into  the  merits  of  the  act 
of  last  >ession,  which  he  supported,  as  highly  aus- 

fiicious  to  the  honor  and  character  of  the  Legis- 
ature,  bnd  beneticial  to  the  country  ;  that  it  had 
been  n^tde  odious  only  by  the  cabals  of  printers 
>  of  botl|   partie.s;  that  he  had  no  doubt  it   would 
7:' hereafr^-r  be  more  justly  appreciated  by  the  peo- 
ple, wh^en  the  public  effervescence  should  subside, 
and  ih«;  good  sense  of  the  people  soberly  decide 
on  thefubject;  and   that  the  succeeding:  Repre- 
sentatives, coming  with  the  deliberate  sentiments 
of  the  ppople,  would  be  able  to  settle  the  question 
^  calmly  ^nd  properly. 
J      After,  a   few  more  remarks  by   the  mover  in 
^  favor  of  the  motion,  and  by  Messrs.  Gold  and 
■M  GR03vi;N0R  in  opposition — 
..     Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  that  the  amendment 
^ibe  variid,  so  as  to  fill  the  blank  relating  to  travel- 
^Jling  e^'p^'''''''*  with  six  dollars  for  every  twenty 
limiles,  r.-aving  the   other  blank   to  be  filled   with 

*  Vfnine  dollars,  as  the  future  pay  for  daily  attend- 
;  |;7ance. 

»/  Mr.  (fONDicTproposed  to  strike  from  the  amend- 
Vment  tUe  word  nine,  and  insert  eight,  as  the  fu- 
Jjture  p«r  diem  for  attendance. 

•  ^     After    some    remarks    from    Mr.   Pickering, 
J-against  legislating  on    the  subject  for   the   next 

*  |JCoogre"*s.  and  especially  against  voting  to  them 

•  Jmore  than  a  majority  of  them,  he  expected,  would 
^»vote  to  themselves — 

t*  Mr.  Wilde  said,  to  save  time,  and  accommo- 
J^ate  his  motion  as  extensively  as  he  could  to  the 
•^/•▼■riou!*  opinions  apparent  in  the  House,  he  would 
^*modify  it,  so  as  to  fill  the  blank,  both  for  the  daily 
j»atteudai(ice  and  travelling  expenses,  with  eight 
'dollars. 

Mr.  W.'s  amendment,  as  modified,  is  as   fol- 
•Jows: 

^l  Sic.  i.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  at  every 
y -future  i»o»sion  of  Congress,  and  at  every  meeting  of 
'jthe  Senate  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  each  Senator 
^  chall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  lieu  of  all  other  compen- 
(itttion  h«retofore  allowed  by  law,  eight  dollars  for  eve- 
'^jj  day  h^'  shall  attend  the  Senate;  and  shall  also  be 
«jftliowed,>,it  the  rommencement  and  end  of  every  such 
*Ve8«ion  itnd  meeting,  eight  dollars  for  every  twenty 
x'jttiies  oflhc  estimated  distance,  by  the  most  usual  road, 
>^rom  hitp  place  of  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress  ; 
|"*and  in  lase  any  member  of  the  Senate  shall  be  de- 
*:  lamed  Iv  sickness  on  his  journey  to  or  from  any  ses- 

•  .-won  or  |ieeiing,  or,  after  his  arrival,  shall  be  unable  to 


i 
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I  attend  the  Senate,  be  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
daily  allowance  ;  and  the  President  of  the  Senate,  pro 
tempore,  when  the  office  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  is  or  shall  be  vacant,  shall,  during  the 
period  of  his  services,  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  addition 
to  his  compensation  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  eight 
dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  attend  the  Senate :  Pro- 
vided, That  no  Senator  shall  be  allowed  a  sum  ex- 
ceeding the  rate  of  eight  dollars  a  day,  from  the  end  of 
one  such  session  or  meeting  to  the  time  of  his  taking  a 
seat  in  another. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  to 
be  calculated  from  the  time  of  paning  this  act,  and  at 
every  future  session  of  Congress,  each  Representative, 
and  each  Delegate  from  the  respective  Territories,  shall 
be  entitled,  in  lieu  of  all  other  compensation  heretofore 
allowed  by  law,  eight  dollars  for  every  day  they  shall 
attend  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  shall  be  al- 
lowed, at  the  commencement  and  end  of  each  session, 
eight  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  of  the  estimated 
distance,  by  the  most  usual  road,  from  bis  place  of  res- 
idence to  the  seat  of  Congress;  and  in  ctae  any  Rep- 
resentative or  Delegate  shall  be  detained  by  sickness 
on  his  journey  to  or  from  the  session,  or  after  his  ar- 
rival shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, he  shall  be  entitled  to  the  daily  allowance  afore- 
said ;  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  be.  entitled  to  receive,  in  addition  to  his  compen- 
sation us  a  Representative,  eight  dollars  for  every  day 
he  shall  attend  the  House:  Provided,  always.  That 
no  Representative  or  Delegate  shall  be  allowed  a  sum 
exceeding  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  a  day,  from  the  end 
of  one  session  to  the  time  of  taking  his  seat  in  another. 
That  the  said  compensation  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  shall  be  certified  by  the  President,  and  that 
which  shall  be  due  to  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  to  the  Delegates,  shall  be  certified 
by  the  Speaker ;  and  the  same  shall  be  passed  as  pub- 
lic accounts,  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury. 
And  that  all  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  contrary  to  tlie  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  b«,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  thereon,  as  mod- 
ified, and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  31,  oays 
133,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Mesars.  Adams,  .Vdgate,  Alexander,  Ather- 
ton.  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark  of  Sew  York,  Condict, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Findley.  Forayth, 
Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsboruugh,  Hammond,  Lowndes, 
McKee,  McLean,  .MoMley,  Pickens,  Piikin,  Reynolds, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thomas,  Wilde,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Vancey. 

^•AT3 — .MeMrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Baer.  Baker,  Bar- 
bour, Bas«ett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdaail, 
Birdseye,  Blount,  Bos*,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brooks,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Carr  of  .Mass.,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton.  Clendennin,  Comslock,  Conner, 
Cooper,  ('rawford,  Crocheron,  Darlington,  Desha, 
Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Forney,  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
fin, Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Harrison.  Heister, 
Henderson,  Hendncks,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Hopkinson, 
Huger,  Hulbert,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving  ol  New 
York,  Irwin  of  Pcansylvania,  Jackson,  Jewclt.  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Little,  Love, 
Lovett,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  William  Maclay,  Wm. 
P.  Maclay,  Marsh,  Mason,  McCciy,  Middleton,  Mdler, 
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MilU,  Milnor,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Mor^e,  Hugh  Nelaon, 
Thomas  M.  Nelaon,  Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pbttis, 
Peter,  Pickenng,  Piper,  Pleananu,  Powell,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  Rout,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage, 
Scbenck,  Sharpe,  tBhefiey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Tate,  Taul,  Taylor  of  North 
Carolina,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Vose,  Wal- 
lace, Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendovcr.  Wheaton,  White- 
side, Wilcox,  Wilkin,  Williams,  Woodward,  Wright, 
and  Yates. 

The  bill  was  then,  at  length,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, a?  amended,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Forsyth  called  for  the  consideration  of 
his  resolution,  respecting  the  regulation  adopted 
by  the  Directors  of  the  United  States  Bank;  but, 
before  the  question  was  put  on  taking  it  up,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  23. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Georgia,  Zadocx 
Cook,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat, 
id  the  room  of  Alfred  Cuthbert,  resigned. 

Mr.  Wendover  persented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  ship  owners  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  ibat  an  act  may  be  passed,  imposing  such 
restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  foreign  nations 
with,  and  on  the  shipping  of  said  nations  enter- 
ing into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  as  are  im- 
posed by  them,  or  either  of  them,  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  shipping  of 
the  same,  entering  the  ports  of  such  foreign'na- 
tion  or  nations.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  pro- 
hibit all  commercial  intercourse  with  ports  or 
places  into,  or  with  which  the  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter 
and  trade. 

Mr.  H.  Nelso.n,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  appoint  an  additional 
judge  for  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Herbert,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  John  Darnall.  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Darnall;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingua.m,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing so  much  of  the  act  of  the  2Ist  of  April,  1816 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes."  as 
relates  to  the  compensation  of  clerks.  Messrs. 
1N0HA.M,  FoRBYTH.  Atherton,  Cady,  and  Yates 
were  appointed  the  committee.  ' 

GENERAL  HARRISON. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  which  was  referred  the  letter  and  report  of 
the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  application 
of  Major  General  William  H.  Harrison,  respect- 
ing his  expenditures  of  public  money  while  com- 
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manding  the  Northwestern  army,  made  a  report 
thereon,  stating  that   the  committee  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  General  Harrison  stands 
above  suspicion,  as  to  his  having  had  any  pecu- 
niary or  improper  connexion  with  the  officers  of 
the  commissariat  for  the  supply  of  his  army  ;  that 
he  did  not  wantonly  or  improperly  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  the  contractors;  and  that  in  his  whole 
conduct,  as  commander  of  the  said  army,  he  was 
governed  by  a  laudable  zeal  for,  and  devotion  lo, 
the  public  service  and  interest ;  which  said  report 
was  read  and  considered.     Whereupon  it  was  or- 
dered, that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
lurther  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  that  the 
papers  be  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  War. 
After  the  report  was   read,  Mr.  Hulbert  said, 
that,  having  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  commit- 
tee who  made   the  report  which  was  then  before 
the  House,   he  felt   it  his  duty   to   make   a  few 
remarks  upon  it. 

The  committee,  he  said,  considered  the  subject 
an  important  one.  It  was  interesting  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  highly  and  especially  so  to  General  Har- 
rison. The  character  of  that  gentleman  had  been 
impeached.  They,  therefore,  determined  to  make 
the  investigation  as  full  and  thorough  as  should 
be  in  their  power.  With  such  views  and  senti- 
ments they  entered  upon  the  inquiry.  They  had 
notified  a  gentleman  who  had  made  charges  in 
writing  against  the  General,  and  requested  his 
attendance  upon  the  committee,  and  he  had  more 
than  once  attended.  They  had  read  and  consid- 
ered all  the  documents  and  papers  which  they 
could  obtain,  and  which  they  thought  calculated 
to  throw  light  on  the  inquiry,  and  had  examined 
many  respectable  witnesses,  and  the  investicra- 
tion  had  resulted  in  a  firm  belief,  and  an  una*ni- 
mous  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  insinu- 
ations and  complaints  which  had  been  made 
against  General  Harrison,  and  which  were  the 
foundation  of  his  application  to  Congress,  were 
unmerited,  groundless,  and  unjust. 

Mr.  H.  said  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  make  these 
declarations.  He  considered  himself  doing  an 
act  of  justice  to  an  injured  individual.  He  said 
he  must  acknowledge  that  he  bad  entertained 
impressions  very  unfavorable  to  the  GeneraL 
The  complaints  which  had  been  made  against 
him  had  spread  far  and  wide.  The  bane  and  an- 
tidote had  not  gone  together.  He  rejoieed  that 
this  inquiry  had  been  made,  and  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that,  so  far  as  the  report  of  the 
committee  should  defend,  before  the  public,  the 
conduct  and  character  of  General  Harrison,  it 
would  promote  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  the  General  had  been  charged 
with  unjust  and  oppressive  conduct  in  relation  to 
the  contractors  in  the  army  under  his  command. 
He  said  he  was  entirely  satisfied  that  the  General 
had  interfered  only  m  those  cases  where  he 
thought  his  duty  to  the  public  imperiously  re- 
quired it.  In  saying  this,  he  meant  to  cast  no 
imputation  upon  the  contractors;  he  spoke  only 
of  what  he  believed  to  be  the  motives  of  General 
Harrison. 
The  most  serious  accusation  against  the  Gen- 
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^i  eral  ims.  that  while  he  was  commander-in-chief 

;   ,  •*  in  ibe*  West,  regardless  of  his  country's  good,  he 

:  I  was  ilk  the  habit  of  managing  the  public  concerns 

*i  wiib  9  view  to  his  own  private  interest  and  emol- 

f  umentl    Mr.  H.  said   he  could  not  refrain  from 

,; ;  S  pronoK'ncing  this  a  false  and   cruel  accusation. 

'"  *  He  w^^^s  confident   that   directly  the   reverse  was 

'•    '\  true.    -There  was  the  most  satisfactory  evidence 

^ittbat  tbe  General,  in   the  exercise  of  bis  official 

'\  duties,  in  his  devotion  to  the  public  interest,  had 

I  neglected  his  private  concerns,  lo  his   material 

'  detrimrnt  and  injury.     In  a  word,  said  Mr.  H.,  I 

5    . 1  feel  myself  authorized  to  say  that  every  member 

.  1  of  thexoramittee  is  fully  satisfied  that  the  con- 

}5duct  o»  General  Harrison,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 

«|  ject-mjiiter  of  this  inquiry,   has  been    that   of  a 

<4  brave, -honest,  and  honorable  man  ;  that,  instead 

•  tof  des>-rving  censure,  he  merits  the  thanks  and 

'^^applai^e  of  his  country. 

i\  FAY.MENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

I «      Mr.^LARK,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 

<jtowb»J-:b  were  referred  the  memorials  and  peti- 

.    jitionscij"  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Buffalo, 

":   ^{and  of- the  Niagara  frontier,  claiming  indemnifi- 

«:  cation  j'or  property  destroyed   by  the  enemy  dur- 

i',iDg  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  made  a  de- 

t Stalled  report,  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  C.  re- 

» 'ported*  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  in 

I  j  the  lati  war  between  the  United  Slates  and  Great 

j^ jBriiaif.';  which   was  read   twice,  and  commuted 

^»  to  a  Crrnmiltee  of  the  "Whole. 

♦v      The  report  is  as  follows: 

i:      "  Thkt  they  have  investigated  the  evidence  adduced 

i  ;  by  the  loeraoriaiists,  and,  on  full  examination,  find  that 

2  '■  the  mo«if  of  the  houses  on   the  \iagara  frontier  were 

^•;3    used  by  ihe  Government  as  public  stores,  hospiuls,  or 

*  ^  barrack*.  The  public  having  no  buildings  of  their 
>  V  own  werte  compelled,  from  necessity,  to  convert  those  of 
••    individuils  to  their  own  use,  without,  in  many  instances, 

_  r^iconsultii^g  the  feelings  of  the  proprietors.     It  further 

"^-Jj'*PP^'"  i°  ^^^  committee  that  the  citizens,  in  some  in- 

;jfc,  J aUnces,  fearing  what  might  be  the  consequencea,  re- 

^  imonstrafed   against  the   military   occupation  of  their 

♦  ;    bouses,  fnd  that  assurances  were  given  by  American 
Jj  1  officer rs  r|i at  if  they  were,  in  consequence,  destroyed, 

^  I  Government  would  remunerate  the  sufferers.  With- 
^  ^oul  deciihng  the  question,  bow  far  the  usages  of  war 
i  iwould  juitify  the  destruction  of  private  buildings  occu- 
»  tpied  in  the  manner  above  described,  your  committee 
m  ;are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  it  is  one  of  those  cases 
^  ^in  whicli  a  generous  and  enlightened  Government 
ij  would  slfp  forward  in  aid  of  the  sufferers.  In  what 
^mode  tiis  aid  ig  to  be  administered,  has  also  been  fl 
•subject  pj  dehberation  with  the  committee.  The  mil- 
■  ^/'^''y  ocripalion  was  at  different  times  nearly  univer- 
,j '•*!.  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  no  discrimination 
'■|  i^ught  t(»;be  made  between  those  whose  bouses  hap- 
■**  .P<*ned  ai.the  moment  to  be  in  the  occupation  of  Go»- 
■^.ernmenl^^and  others  who  were  equal  sutTercrs,  and  rec- 
^lommendJ  that  a  gross  sum  be  distributed  among  the 
J^jwhole,  it^  proporiion  to  their  respective  losses.  They, 
^♦therefore,  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $340,000  be 
^  appropriijted  for  this  purpose.  The  amount  of  losses 
*r  •Tciurneijito  the  commissioner,  under  the  act  of  the  last 
-  ;.»ession.  >  $654,832  90,  which  may  be  assumed  as  the 
.actual  lowes  sustained.  The  Government  has  already 
'.paid  tot  ioBces  on  that  frontier  $65,666  50,  which,  be- 
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ing  lubtracted,  leavea  $589,166  40.     Th«  comniittee 

are  of  opinion    that,  on   many   considerttiona  which 
need  not  be  stated,  it  would  be  improper  to  vote  the 
whole  amount  of  the  actual  losses  sustained,  and  have 
therefore,  assumed  the  sum  which  they  recommend  to 
the  House." 

COMPENSATION  LAW. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "allowing  compensation  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  and  Delegates 
from  Territories,  and  repealing  all  other  laws  on 
that  subject  contrary  thereto,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  question  stated  that  the  same  do 
pass — 

Mr.  Ra.ndolpu  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to 
a  select  committee  ;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  and  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Grosvenor,  and 
Mr.  HoPKiNSoN,  were  appointed  the  committee, 
with  leave  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph,  with  leave  of  the  House,  re- 
ported an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  was  read 
and  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
re-engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime  forthwith 
to-day.  • 

The  bill  being  engrossed,  was  read  the  third 
time  accordingly,  and  is  in  the  following  words: 

Be  it  enacted.  SfC,  That,  from  and  after  the  close  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  Delegates  from  Territories,"  pabsed  the  I'Jlh  of 
March,  1816,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
Provided  always,  'I'hat  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  revive  any  act  or  acts,  or  parts 
of  acts,  repealed  or  suspended  by  the  act  hereby 
repealed. 

Mr.  Mills  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  moved 
that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  M.  supported  his  motion  at  some  length; 
believing  that  the  passage  of  the  bill,  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  would  place  the  House  in  a  much 
more  awful  and  responsible  situation  before  the 
people,  than  even  the  act  of  the  last  session  did  ; 
and  ihiiught  it  was  much  preferable  to  adopt  a 
cumpensaiion  now.  than  to  throw  on  a  future 
Congress  the  embarrassment  and  difficulty  of  the 
subject,  who  might  be  driven  to  fix  a  sum  much 
brlow  what  it  ever  had  been,  and  totally  inade- 
quate to  their  services,  &c. 

Mr.  CcLPEPER  thought  there  was  no  danger 
in  leaving  to  the  next  Congress  the  duty  of  fix- 
ing it?  own  pay,, as  he  thought  the  Repre>eQ(a- 
lives  of  the  people  would  always  act  with  justice 
to  ihetnselves  iit  adjusting  their  compensation. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  the  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Mills  withdrew  his  amendment  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  Parris  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  clause  which  makes  the  repeal  pros- 
pective, with  the  view  of  making  the  repeal  of 
ibe  existing  act  take  effect  from  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

This  motion  was,  however,  decided  to  be  not 
in  order,  as  was  a  motion  declared  to  be  already 
decided  by  the  House.  The  question  was  then 
!.iaied,  -Shall  the  bill  pass?" 
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Mr.  King  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instruction  to  report  a  re- 
peal of  the  existing  act,  and  revival  of  the  former 
acts  fixing  the  compensation. 

The  motion  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Culpeper, 
and  supported  by  the  mover  ;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  recommitment, 
and  negatived  by  a  larsre  majority. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  nassa<»e  of  the 
bill-  ^        " 

Mr.  Pitkin  opposed  the  bill,  because  it  repealed 
all  laws  on  the  subject,  which  he  could  not  con- 
sent to,  after  pocketing  themselves  three  thousand 
dollars;  he  di.Napproved  of  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape,  because  of  the  precedent  which  would 
probably,  by  this  course,  grow  up,  of  compelling 
each  Congress  to  fix  its  own  compens-aiion,  and 
thus  continually  reviving  the  delicate,  embar- 
rassing, and  irritating  subject  ;  the  ultimate  con- 
sequence of  which,  he  feared,  would  be,  at  every 
election,  to  put  up  the  seats  in  this  House  to  the 
lowest  bidder. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  said,  that  the  members  still 
retaining  their  opinions  on  this  subject,  properly 
declined  repealing  the  act  as  to  the  present  Con- 
gress ;  but,  as  it  appeared  not  acceptable  to  the 
people,  they  leave  the  subject  open  to  the  next 
Congress.  This  was  the  only  honorable  course  ; 
for,  if  the  act  was  touched  at  all,  it  ought  to  be 
retrospective,  and  every  dollar  received  above  the 
old  pay  ought  to  be  refunded  ;  that,  if  the  House 
could  have  agreed  on  an  adequate  per  diem,  the 
case  would  have  been  different;  but.  that  not 
being  the  ca.se,  the  only  proper  course,  if  repealed, 
was  to  adopt  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  He 
however,  to  be  consistent,  would  vote  against  the 
bill  in  any  shape;  but  he  wished  the  step  taken 
by  the  House  to  be  as  little  discreditable  for  it  as 
possible. 

Mr.    Randolph,  in    reply    to    the    idea,   that 
the  next  Congress  would  be  driven  to  fix  on  an 
tjnworihy  compensation,   said   lie   relied  on    the 
Senate  for  a  corrective  of  such  a  grovelling  dis- 
position ;  though  considering  the  Senate  always 
as  the   oligarchical    branch  of  the  Government, 
viewing   it  constantly  with    dread,  and   always, 
therefore,  supporting  the  authority  of  this  House 
in  opposition  thereto,  still  he  looked  to  it,  in  this 
affair,  as  a  corrective  for  any  low  and  grovellinf* 
attempt  which  might  be  made  to  reduce  the  com"^ 
pensaiion  ;  that  he  thought  it  better  for  the  House 
to  serve  for  a  bare  sufficiency  to   support  the  ex- 
penses of  life,  indeed  for  nothing,  than  to  adopt 
such  a  course  as  would  bring  into  the   House  a 
certain  description  of  persons,  d,c.     Mr.  U.  spoke 
some  time  in  illustration  of  the  opinion  already 
submitted  by  him  in   the  course  of  the  debate- 
deprecating  that  spirit  which  viewed  with  uncon- 
cern the  waste  which,  he  said,  had  so  long  taken 
place   in   the   Treasury,  and   yet  begrudged   the 
watch-dogs  of  the  Republic  enough  to  buy  bread. 
He  also   went  into  a   pretty  general   review  of 
public  affairs,  the  concerns  ol  the  Treasury.  Bank, 
Military   Establishment,  the   war,   taxes,   dfc-c.  to 
express  his   surprise,  that   the  people  should    be 
such  gulls  as  suffer  without  resistance,  abuses  in 


all  these  concerns,  and  yet  set   up  the  act  of  last 
session  as  a  goblin,  to  be  alarmed  at ;   but  he  was 
satisfied,  if  they  could  pack  upon  this  act  all  their 
ills,  make  it  the  scape-goat,  and  send  it  off  into 
the  wilderness  of  the  West.    He  noticed  minutely 
certain  periods  of  English  and  Irish  history,  and 
some  of  the  eminent  men  of  those  countries,  com- 
menting on  and  explaining  their  public  conduct; 
in  the  course  of  which,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  thought 
himself  bound   to  be  acquainted  with  the  great 
events,  and  great  characters  of  England,  previous 
to  the  Stamp  Act,  because,  previous  to  the  separ- 
ation produced  by  that  and  other  oppressive  acts 
it  was  our  country.     He  would  never  consent  to 
be  considered  as  an  upstart  nation,  sprun^  from 
nobody  knows  who,  when  we   could   trance  our 
descent  from  an    ancient  and   noble  stock; — he 
spoke,  he  said,  of  the  pedigree  of  the  nation — not 
in  the  spirit  ol  exploded  family  pride.     He  would 
never  give  up  his  claim  to  be  the  compatriot  of 
Alfred,   Shakspeare,    Milton,  Newton.      He  oc- 
cupied more  than  an   hour  in  a  very  discursive, 
and  somewhat  desultory  .<>peech  ;  to  which 

Mr.  Pitkin  replied  at  some  length  ;  when  the 
question  whether  the  bill  should  pass,  was  de- 
cided by  the  following  vote: 

^«A» — .Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Archer,  A tber- 
ton,  Avery,  Baer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman, 
Bennett,  Birdsall.  Birdseye,   Blount,  Boss,  Brecken- 
ridge.  Brooks,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Can- 
non,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark 
of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clendennin, 
Comstock,  Conner,  Cook,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cro- 
cheron,  Culpeper,   Darlington,   Desha,  Dickens,  Ed- 
wards,  Findley,   Fletcher.    Forney,   Forsyth,   Gaston, 
Gold,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,   Hahn,  Hale, 
Hammond,    Hardin,    Harrison,   Heister,    Henderson, 
Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Huger,  Hungerford,  Ing- 
ham, Irving  of  N.  York,  Irwin  of  Pa.,  Jackson,  Jewett, 
Johnson   of  Kentucky,   Johnson   of   Virginia,   Kent, 
King,   Langdon,  Law,    Lewis,  Little,   Love,   Lovelt, 
Lowndes,    Lumpkin,    Lyie,  Lyon,    William    Maclay, 
William  P.  Maclay,  Marsh,   Mason,  McCoy,  McKee, 
.McLean,  .Miller,  Milnor,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Moseley,  Jere- 
miah   Nelson,    Hugh    Nelson,    Thomas    M.    Nelson, 
Noyes,    Parris,    Peter,    Pickering,    Piper,    Pleasants, 
Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Root,  Rosa, 
Ruggles,  Schenck,  Sharpe,   Sheffey,   Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,    Strong.  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate,   Taul,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Thomas,  Tyler, 
Vose,  Ward  of  MassacbusetU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Whtaton,  Whiteside,    Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wilkin,   Wil- 
liams, WiUoughby,  Tbos.  Wilson,  Wm.  Wilson,  and 
Yancey — 138. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies,  Betts,  Bradbury,  Calhoun, 
Chappell,  Clayton,  Condict,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Gros- 
venor, Hall,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
Mills,  Newton,  Pitkin,  Rice,  RoberUon,  Savage,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Stearns,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Wendover,  Woodward,  and  Yates — 27. 

So  the  bill  passed,  and  after  considerable  dis- 
cussion on  the  title  proper  to  be  given  thereto, 
whether  it  should  express  fully  all  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  dec,  It  was  decided  at  length  to  be  en- 
titled, "An  act  to  repeal,  after  the  close  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  act  entitled,  'Aa 
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;j^ct  to  ctiinge  the  mode  ot  coropensatioo  to  the 
V  >Dembera,of  ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 

-  Natives,  ind  Delegates  from  Territories'  passed 
^t9th  Majcb,  181G."  ' 

*i     bill' FOR  ENFORCING  NEUTRALITY. 

^f  The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
•^feent  int.)  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
;^  Jo  prevent  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 

*  jelling  »fssels  of  war  to  the  citizens  or  subjects 
i^f  any  /greign   Power,   and   more  effectually  to 

>  •revent  rtie  arming  and  equipping  vessels  of  war 
•\  I&  the  pjirts  of  the  United  State,  intended  to  be 

-  jpsed  agaiinst  nations  in  amity  with   the  United 
-.  ,  Ctaies. 

';>  Mr.  t'oRSYTH  referred  the  attention  of  the 
•|louse  td  documents  before  it,  to  show  that  acts 
j^iolatin^  the    neutral    character   of  the    United 

•  plates  wfcre  often  commuted  lu  the  manner  pro- 

iosed  to!be  prohibited  by  this  bill,  and  remarked 
riefly  ofi  the  necessity  which  existed  of  enabling 
le  Govrrnment  effectually  to  repress  such  acts 

•  if  hostihly. 

'^  CoDsi<|erable  discussion  arose  on  the  details  of 
rie  bill,  ro  which  Messrs.  P^orsyth.  Robertso.n, 

fiETTS,    CiROSVENOR.  BaSSETT,  LownDES,    KlNG. 

-,     ijfMiTH  of  Md.,  Gasto.n,  Mills,  Calhoun,  and 

•  *vOOT,  tO'jk  part  ;  and  various  modifications  were 
|fropose«l  to  its  provisions;  amongst  which  was  an 

•■DsucceoKful   motion  by  Mr.  Rubertson.  to  ira- 


r 


th 


e  jpenalty  on  selling  an   armed  vessel  for 
v  forbidden  by  the  bill,  on  the  person  sell- 


|08e 
;turpose 

;  iog  the  ^me.  only  in  case  it  shall  be  his  own  act , 

>o  as  not^  to  make  the  seller  of  a  vessel  responsi- 

^       ^,le  for  it.  misuse  through  all  the  changes  which 

V     -Jflight  afterwards  take  place  in   the  property  or 

-    ;;>WDersbip  of  such  vessel. 

o   Mr.  G*STOM  moved,  but  subseqoently  withdrew 

^|he  mo^kon,  to  make  the  penalty  applicable  only 

S;,a  case  un  armed  vessel  shall  be  converted  to  un- 

j  I'awful  {purposes  within  twelve  months  after  sale, 

•  t*r  betW'ifQ  her  departure  from  and  return  to  the 

^yniled  jiiates. 
;,  •     Befofi' it  had   got  through  the  bill,  the  Com- 
^  C^foi'-tee  ri)5e,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
^  jV  sjt  agftin. 

*■:;;;  The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  took 

I,  ^p  the  jc^iflt  resolution  respecting  the  arraDgernenl 

*  *tely  miiUe  by  the  Directors  of  the  United  States 

feank.  aisd  the  said  resolution  was  twice  read  and 

,     -  *jmmittr;d  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

^   J*  And  t'ie  House  adjourned. 


> « 


5- 


Friday,  January  24. 
V  \  Mr.  PviPE  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legisla- 
*  ^re  of  lUe  Territory  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
^  |ibabitants  who  resided  on  the  frontiers  of  that 
'"yerntorv,  and  were  compelled  to  encounter  the 
^:  -j^nemy  ftiring  the  late  war  between  the  United 
..' Sptates  apd  Great  Britain  and  her  Indian  allies, 
•  iijiay  be  aJlowed  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  sol- 
.  diiersof  itie  Army  of  the  United  Slates.— Referred 
.^f  i)  the  Cummittee  of  Claims. 
:'  i  ;  Mr.  M'.Kee,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  followinp 
'  j|esolutioijs  01  mquiry  : 

'I       I 

\ 

J 


U 


Raolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  anj,  and,  if  iny,  what  officea  created  dunnr 
the  war  hare  become  useless  by  the  return  of  peace. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  initructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aboluhmg  useless  and 
unnecessary  offices. 

Ruolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  disqualifying  any  person 
from  holding  two  offices  at  the  same  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  equalizing  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  the  officers  and  persons  employed  in 
the  civil,  mihtary,  and  naval  departmenU  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  a  committee  offive  ordered  to  be  ap- 
pointed accordingly;  and  Messrs.  McKee,  Inq. 
HAM,  Sheffey,  Atherton,  and  Archer,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Langdo.n,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  required  to  lay  before  this  Hou^e,  the 
annual  expenditure  of  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  from  its  commencement  to  this  time  : 
Also,  the  number  of  students  who  have  annually 
entered  or  completed  their  education  in  said 
Academy  :  And  also,  what  number  of  persons, 
therein  educated,  are  now  retained  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  oflSces  in  which 
they  severally  serve. 

BILL  FOR  ENFORCING  NEUTRALITY. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  bill  further  to  prevent  the  fitting  out, 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  of  expeditions 
against  nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States — 
10  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  reported  the  bill,  ro.se  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  the  views  of  the  committee  on 
this  subject.  The  attention  of  the  House  had 
been  called  to  this  subject,  Mr.  F.  said,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who,  by  his  Mes- 
sage of  the  26th  of  December,  had  apprized  both 
Houses  that  the  existing  laws  did  not  enable  him 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  United  Slates  with 
foreign  Powers.  The  subject  of  that  Message 
having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  they,  in  the  ordinary  mode,  had  aV 
plied  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  information 
specially  on  the  subject.  They  inquired  what 
information  had  been  given  to  the  Department  of 
Slate  of  violations,  or  intended  violations,  of  the 
neutral  obligations  of  the  United  States  to  foreign 
Powers,  by  the  arming  and  equipment  of  vessels 
of  war  in  our  ports  ;  what  prosecutions  had  been 
commenced  under  the  existing  laws  to  prevent 
ihe  commission  of  such  offences  ;  what  persons 
prosecuted  had  been  discharged  in  consequence 
ul  the  defects  of  the  laws  now  in  force ;  and  the 
particular  provisions  that  had  been  found  insuffi- 
cient, or.  lur  the  want  of  which,  persons  deserving 
punishment  had  escaped.  On  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ary an  answer  had  been  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary ol  State,  referring  to  certain  verbal  com- 
munications to  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
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and  stating  what  were  the  defects  in  the  laws.* 
As  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  had  not  thought  himself  at  liberty  to 
state,  on  his  own  authority,  the  verbal  communi- 
cations referred  to  by  the  Secretary,  on  the  10th 
of  January  the  Secretary  of  State  had  addressed 
to  the  committee  another  letter,  more  particular 
as  to  the  facts,  stating  the  prosecutions  com- 
menced, how  far  they  had  been  successful,  and 
how  far  they  bad  failed,  f     The  information  col- 

*  To  give  a  full  view  of  this  question,  the  Editors 
subjoin  a  copy  of  Mr.  Secretary  .Monroe's  letter,  here 
referred  to,  which  has  not  before  been  published  : 

DtPAaTMEXT  OF  Stats,  Jan.  (»,  1817. 

Sib  :  Having  communicated  to  you  verbally  the  in- 
formation asked  for  by  your  letter  of  the  Ist  instant, 
except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  last  inquiry  it  contains, 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  provisions  ne- 
cessary to  make  the  laws  effectual  against  fitting  out 
armed  vessels  in  our  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  hostile 
cruising,  seem  to  be — 

1st.  That  they  should  be  laid  under  bond  not  to 
violate  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  or  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  United  States  under  the  law  of  nations,  in 
all  cases  where  there  is  reason  to  suspect  such  a  pur- 
pose on  foot;  including  the  cases  of  vessels  taking  on 
board  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  applicable  to  the 
equipment  and  armament  of  such  vessels  subsequent 
to  their  departure. 

2d.  To  invest  the  collectors,  or  other  revenue  offi- 
cers, where  there  are  no  collectors,  with  power  to  seize 
and  detain  vessels  under  circumstances  indicating 
strong  presumption  of  an  intended  breach  of  the  laws; 
the  detention  not  to  take  place  until  the  order  of  the 
Executive,  on  a  full  representation  of  the  facU  had 
thereupon,  can  be  obtained.  The  statute  book  con- 
tains analogous  powers  to  this,  above  suggested.  See 
paxticularly  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
April  25,  1808. 

The  existing  laws  do  not  go  to  this  extent.  They 
do  not  authorize  the  demand  of  security  in  any  shape, 
or  any  interposition  on  the  part  of  the  magistracy  as 
a  preventive,  where  there  is  reason  to  suspect  an  in- 
tention to  commit  the  offence.  They  rest  upon  the 
general  footing  of  punishing  the  ofl'ence  merely  where, 
if  there  be  full  evidence  of  the  actual  perpetration  of 
the  crime,  the  party  is  handed  over,  after  trial,  to  the 
penalty  denounced. 

J.\ME8  MONROE. 

Hon.  JoaiT  FoasTTR, 

Chairman  Com.  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

t  This  letter  it  is  also  deemed  proper  by  the  Editors 
here  to  pubUsh,  because  not  before  published  : 

DsPABTMEfiT  OP  Stats,  Jan.  10,  1817. 
Sib  :  In  addition  to  the  letter  which  1  wrots  to  you  ' 
on  the  6th,  m  reply  to  the  one  which  you  wrote  to  me  ' 
on  the  Ist  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  sute  that  in-  ' 
formation  has  been  received  at  this  Department,  from  I 
various    sources,  that    vessels   have    been    armed  and  j 
equipped  in    our    ports,  for    the   purpose  of  cruising  ' 
against  the   commerce   of  nations   in    amity  with  the  \ 
United  States,  and   no   doubt   is  entertained  lliat  this  • 
information    was,    in  some    instances,   correct.     The  j 
owners  of  these  vessels  have,  however,  generally  taken 
care  so  to  conceal  these   armaments  and   equipments, 
and  the  object  of  them,  as  to  render  it  extremely  ditii- 
cuU,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  prevent  or  pun- 


lected  by  the  committee,  Mr.  F.  said,  was  defec- 
tive in  .some  particulars,  but  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  committee.  It  did  not  appear,  Irom  ihe  doc- 
uments, from  what  causes  some  of  the  prosecu- 
tions had  failed.  However,  taking  it  for  granted, 
as  it  was  their  duty  to  do,  that  the  information 
of  the  Pre^ident  was  correct,  the  committee  had 
turned  its  attention  to  existing  laws,  to  ascertain 
the  provisions  seeming  to  them  necessary  to 
remove  these  defects. 

It  was  found  that  the  act  of  1794,  which  the 
circumstances  then  occurring  had  called  for,  for- 
bade, under  heavy  penalties,  ciuzens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  from  accepting  commissions  from  for- 
eign Powers  within  the  United  Slates;  forbade 
persons,  in  like  manner,  from  enlisting  or  causing 
others  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  foreign  Powers; 
from  fitting  out  armed  vessels  within  the  United 
States  to  cruise,  or  issuing  commissions  therefor ; 
from  augmenting  the  force  of  an  armed  vessel 
within  the  United  States  belonging  to  a  bellige- 
rent, in  regard  to  whom  the  United  States  were 
neutral ;  from  selling  on  foot  railiiary  expeditions 
in  the  United  States  against  friendly  Powers; 
and  further  provided  that  a  land  and  naval  force 
of  the  United  Slates  might  be  employed  to  en- 
force the  law,  and  also  to  compel  the  departure 
from  ports  of  the  United  States  of  foreign  armed 

ish  this  infraction   of  the    law.     It  has    been  repre- 
sented— 

Ist.  That  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  foreigners,  have  been  armed  and  equipped  in 
our  ports,  and  have  cleared  out  from  our  custom- 
houses as  merchant  vessels ;  and,  after  touching  at 
other  porU,  have  hoisted  the  flag  of  soms  of  the  b«llig- 
erenU,  and  cruued  under  it  against  the  commerce  of 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 

2ndly.  That  in  other  instances  other  vessels,  armed 
and  equipped  in  our  ports,  have  hoisted  such  flags 
after  clearing  out  and  getting  to  sea,  and  have,  in  like 
manner,  cruised  against  the  commerce  of  nations  in 
amity  with  the  United  States,  extending  their  depra- 
datioiis,  in  a  few  cases,  to  the  property  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

3dly.  That,  in  other  instances,  foreign  vessels  have 
entered  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and,  avaihng 
themselves  of  the  privdeges  allowed  by  our  laws,  have, 
in  various  modes,  augmented  their  armaments,  with 
pretended  commercial  views — have  taken  on  board 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  passengers,  who,  on 
their  arrival  at  neutral  ports,  have  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  some  of 
the  parlies  in  the  contest  now  prevailing  in  our  south- 
ern hemisphere. 

Information,  founded  upon  these  representations, 
has,  from  time  to  time,  been  given  to  the  attorneys 
and  collectors  of  the  respective  districts  in  which  tha 
armaments  arc  stated  to  have  been  made  ;  but  from 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  evidence  to 
establish  facts  on  which  the  law  would  operate,  few 
prosecutions  have  been  instituted. 

In  reply  to  your  second  inquiry,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the  case  of  the  "Ameri- 
can Eagle,"  and  to  the  papers  enclosed  herewith. 

Hon.  John  Fobstth.  J.  MONROE. 
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■j|essels  vihich  ought  not  lo  remain  there,  dec.  [  discretionary  power  being  vested  in  the  collect 
n'h«?  actj^f  1797.  amendatory  to  that  act,  Mr.  F.  '  tors,  that  discretion  was  given  in  the  third  sec- 
^gr'ent  ocljio  explain,  prohibited  citizens  of  the  |  tion,  to  restrain  from  sailing  any  vessel  in  such 
*:CInited  ^aies,  without  the  limits  thereof,  from  condition  as  ihat.  though  not  armed,  thev 
Jjttiog   dtjt    arraec'  ' 


may 


?. 


^|ttiDg  cjtjt  armed  ves.sels  to  cruise  against  a  '  be  as  soon  as  they  leave^the  waters  of  the  UnTted 
^lendiy  Jj'ower,  &c.  These  laws  were  found  to  ;  States.  Tliat  section  authorizes  the  collector  to 
4IJe  delec|i|re.  on  examination,  because  they  only  |  detain  such  vessel  uniil  permission  be  given  bv 
implied  flje  act  of  1794  lo  certain  acts  "within  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  for  its  pro- 
2n»e  watiY*.  ol^^ihe  United  Slates,"  the  supplemen-  ceeding  to  sea,  or  until  the  party  enter  into  (he 
•-"Iry  act-(|l  1797  to  acls  of  the  same  character    obligations  required  of  the  owners  of  armed  ves- 

'iuithouii.the  limits  of  the  United  States."  But  :  sels  by  the  second  section  of  tins  bill.  The 
.,T|ere  wav  no  provision  in  either  to  forbid  a  citi-  [  fourth  and  last  section  of  the  bill  forbade  any  for- 
Mq  from^grming  and  equipping  a  ves.sel  within  !  eign  ship  or  vessel  to  be  armed  and  equipped  oi 
'^Y  Unitfil  States,  and   then  selling   it    to   a   for-  '  the   force  of  any  foreign  armed  ship  or  vessel  ic 

jl^ner  to- :be  taken  out      '•'»'•  -^  .     . 

^^ed  coairary  to  law. 

n  and  {''Jreigner  may  do  that  conjointly  which 
ther  ol;  them   could  separately  do   under   the 
•jrmer  la  jvs. 
^>«To   ren^edy  that  defect,  the  first  section  of  the 
jS.Ul  now  t^fore  ihe  House  wasframed,  the  amount 
'^f  which  was,  that  any  person  fitting  out.  or  con 


i 


r 

of  the  United  States  and  i  be.increased  or   augmented,   in    the' ports  o7  the 
In  other  words,  the  citi-  I  United  State?,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

Having  thus  explained  the  motives  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  Mr.  F. 
submitted  it  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House. 

Mr.    Root,   of  New   York,    said  that,  of  the 


whole  of  this   bill,  though  he 


was  not   partial  to 


the   Representative   chamber.     The  present  was 
not  an   occasion,  he  ^aid,   suflGcieutly    urgent  to 


,.       J      .   .         L  ..  -  'ny  part  of  It.  the  third  section  *wa<!  the  most  ob- 

^rned  ij>.  furnishing,  fatting  oat.  or  arming  any  jeciionable.  He  much  doubted  whether  it  did 
^^irate  vtissel  ol  war,  or  selling  or  contracting  to  not  violate  the  Constitution,  certainly  more  than 
^,«pll  any  ijiuch  vessel,  with  intent  or  previous  I  some  nearly  analogous  provisions  which  had  in 
jriowled^j-  that  the  said  vessel  is  to  he  employed  *  former  times  excited  gentlemen  on  the  other  ^ide 
^cruise  ur  to  commit  hostilities  upon  the  sub-  of  the  Hou.^e,  ihougli  he  ou^ht  not  now  to  call 
Jfcts.citi.rfns,  or  property  ofany  State  with  whom  ion  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  House  for  it  was 
^^  Unii«,J  States  are  at  peace,  such  person  shall  •  impossible  at  this  day  to  distinguish  the  sides  of 
^.^  hable,..>n  conviction,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  ;  the  House,  except  in  relation  to*  the  four  walls  of 
^jfi.  thous!£^nd   dollars,  and   imprisonment  nut  ex-  ~ 

J  Reding  t'eii  years. 

;^jThe  5t.(<ond  section  of  the  act  was  to  remedy  !  subject  the  citizen  to  inconvenience,  and^intlict 
•,|other  ai?fect  obvious  to  the  committee,  and  on  him  sore  injury,  a^  proposed  by  some  of  the 
•.'^ich  hiiH  been   suggested   by  the  Executive  of    provisions  of  this  bill. 

y^  Unitifd  States.     The  present  laws  were  de-  i      But,  what   occasion,  he  demanded,  was  there 

jijctive  in  not  authorizing  the  interference  of  the  I  for  the  passage  of  any  law  at  all  ^     It  had  been 

ecutive  to  prevent  the  commission  of  the  of-  \  said   that  some  vessels,  lac'en  with  munitions  of 

ui|jce,  nc|»  unless   there   was  sufficient  proof  to  .  war,    had  been  sent   to    our    breiliren    in  South 

•Witify  pMRishment  for  commission  of  the  offence.  I  America,    which     they     may    probably    use    in 

l^iis  wai  the  reason  of  the  second  section  of  the  I  achieving    their    independence.     This,    said    he 

■-«,  calliti;^  on  the  owners  of  armed  vessels  to  j  is  the  case:  A  Spanish  Chevalier,   representin*^ 

l^e  security  that  they  will  not  violate  the  neu-    ilie  Government  of  Spam,  has  complained  to  ou" 

.  fi'il  obligations  uf  the  United  States.     The  com-    Government  of    these   expeditions,  requiring  of 

"^littee  h*d  been  induced  to  offer  this  general  pro-  |  it  not  only  to  punish  violations  of  its  neutraTity 

•;^ion.  in^oreference  lo  authorizing  collectors  at     but  also  to  administer  preventive  justice.     It  was 

.j^eir  disc/etion  to  call  on  the   owners  of  armed  ^  extremely  desirable,   Mr.   R.  saiJ,  that'  the  cor- 

?t-'»sseb  to'  give  bonds,  for  obvious  reasons.     Per-  !  respondence  on   this   subject  should    be   laid   be- 

"i^Hfts  eDgaj:ed   in  a  fair  commerce,   where   there  ,  fore  the  House,  tor  it  wa>  said  that  the  Spanish 

^c*ild  be  np  suspicion   of  an  improper  intention,  j  Minister  had   been  aided   lu  his  requisitions   by 

^rould  be  «t  no  los.s  in  obtaining  the  security  re-  |  the  Minister  of  a  powerful  Kingdom,  and   that 

;.^ired;  aiid.  though  they  would  be  subjected  to  ;  therefore,  to  avoid  a  second  or  third  Punic  war, 

•^^-rrne  liitle'inconvenience,  it  was  not  such  an  ob-  i  Congress  must  proceed    to  pass  this  bill.     Now 

•l^rtion  as  (o  prev   -^i  the  adoption  of  an  important  i    ^ ; '. 

^.ineral  measure.     And  the  provision  was  made        *  ^"^-  "^^  -^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  col- 
^5«Deral,  further,  because  the  committee  were  un-    '^<^'o"  of  the  customs  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respec 
^ billing   i'>   throw   on    the  collectors  on   the   one  !  V.'^'y.*"'^"""'^  '*^  detain  any  vessel  bound  irom  th» 
^fnd  iheresponsibility  of  making  discrimination 


United 


'Snd  on  the  other  were  not  willing  to  trust  the 
-ftr^llectors,  «kc.,  in  all  cases,  because  they  were  not 
frUvays  discreet,  and,  by  the  general  provision, 
'^if  etTect  of  connivance  or  indiscretion  on  the 
^pse-tofany  officer  of  the  United  States  would  be 
"J^iated. 

But,  in<ismuch  as  it  was  obvious  that  the  evil 


Vould  noi   wholly    be    remedied,  without   some  j  section  of  this  act. 


the 
Slates,  whenever  the  cargo  on  board  shall 
principally  consist  of  arms  and  muniUons  of  war,  and 
when,  from  the  number  of  men  shipped  on  board,  or 
from  any  other  circuiusUncc,  it  is  their  opinion  that 
there  is  an  intention  to  violate  the  neutral  obligations 
ol  the  United  Suies  to  foreign  GovernmenU,  uoul  the 
decision  of  the  President  be  had  thereupon,  or  untU 
the  owner  enters  into  bond  and  security,  such  as  u 
required  of  the  owners  of  armed  vessels  by  the  second 
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suppose  the  Minister  of  a  nation  in  alliance  with 
that  Government,  should  undertake  to  insist  on 
this  Government  doing  any  act  having  relation 
to  Spain  only — he  should  say  that  the  Minister 
would  have  no  right  so  to  act,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  not  bound  to  attend  to  it  at  all.  A 
British  Minister  would  have  no  right,  if  the  strict- 
est alliance  subsisted  between  them,  to  demand 
ol  us  to  do  an  act  having  relation  to  Spain  only. 
In  the  year  1794.  when  expeditions  were  on  foot 


especially  in  the  case  of  this  sort  of  war — a  sirug- 
gle  of  a  people  for  freedom,  against  the  tyranny  of 
a  bigotted  Sovereign.  What  do  these  laws  de- 
mand of  us?  Nothing  more,  in  my  judgment, 
said  he,  than  that  the  Government  shall  not  coun- 
tenance violations  of  its  neutrality  by  its  citizens; 
that  it  shall  punish  offenders  in  this  respect.  But, 
what  right  has  a  belligerent  to  demand  the  pas- 
sage of  preventive  laws  ;  to  demand  a  neutral  na- 
'  tion  to  lay  its  citizens  under  bonds  that  they  will 
here,  and  the  Minister  of  France  was  u-suing  j  not  violate  that  neutrality?  She  has  no  ri<»ht  to 
commissions  to  our  citizens,  at  the  demand  of  demand  it,  and  our  refusal  of  such  a  demand  can 
the  British  Minister,  the  Government  passed  the  I  never  be  a  cause  of  war  between  the  two  Powers, 
law  of  1794:  afterwards,  when    Mr.  Liston  was    The  belligerent  has  the  power  of  confiscation  and 


here  as  the  Minister  from  Great  Britain,  and 
every  affection  of  the  Government  appeared  to  be 
wrapt  up  in  the  cause  of  Great  Britain  herself,  at 
that  time,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  act  of  1794  was 
amended,  to  the  extent   that  the  Representative 


the  right  of  seizing  goods  contraband  of  war  on 
the  ocean;  it  has,  itself,  therefore,  the  power  of 
punishing  offences  committed  at  sea;  and  our 
laws  provide  for  the  punishment  of  offences  against 
neutrality  committed  in  our  waters.     What  more, 


of  the  Britisii  Court  desired.  What  more  then  |  he  asked,  could  the  belligerent  demand  ?  Why' 
can  they  ask?  said  Mr.  R.  Do  you  suppose,  if  it  appears,  we  must  lay  our  own  people  under 
at   that  time    the  British   Minister  had   not  been     bonds,   that    they    will    not    violate    our    neutral 


satisfied  with  the  law  as  passed,  that  Congress 
would  have  hesitated  a  moment  to  pass  a  law  that 
would  have  been  satisfactory?  He  believed  not. 
That  law,  which  before  had  been  passed  with 
limitation,  had  by  the  subsequent  act  been  made 
erpetual,  and  was  now  the  law  of  the  land.  Our 
aws  then  were,  he  contended,  abundantly  suffi- 
cient  to  (satisfy    the  British    Government   itself 


I 


obligations.  If  the  principle  was  correct  in  it- 
self, It  might  be  applied  to  an  unlimited  extent. 
If  the  merchant  might  be  compelled  to  give  bonds 
for  his  peaceable  demeanor,  the  yeomanry  might, 
on  the  same  principle,  be  compelled  to  give  bond 
that  they  will  not  go  on  foot  into  the  provinces  of 
Spain  ?  If  the  merchant  is  to  give  bonds  that  he 
will   not  carry  on  the  surface  of  the  ocean  any 


Itiey  are  such,  said  he,  as  were  thought  sufficient  I  goods  contraband  of  war  or  soldiery,  bonds  may 
by  her,  when  she  was  at  war  with  Republican  j  be  required  of  our  citizens,  that  they  will  not 
France:  when  the  affections  of  our  people  were  j  transport  soldiery,  powder  and  ball,  by  land.  If 
ardent  towards  the  cause  of  liberty  in  France,  this  be  admitted,  then  every  citizen' may  be  laid 
whilst  the  Government,  in  conjunction  with  the  j  under  bonds,  that  he  will  not  go  over  lo  aid  the 
British  Minister,  was  endeavoring  to  prejudice  Spanish  patriot.s,  in  the  achievement  of  the  t^rea 
the  people  against  her. 

If  Great  Britain  had    been  then   satisfied  with 
our   statutory   provisions    on    that   subject,   why 
should   not   Spain  now  be  satisfied  with    them? 
Had  not  the  officers  of  Government,  under  those 
laws,  prosecuted  and  brought  to  conviction  many 
of  our  citizens,  for  offending  against  the  laws  of 
neutrality?     Yes;  but,  preventive  justice    must 
be   established,  beiause  the  offender   cannot   al- 
ways be  arrested  after  the  commission  of  the  of- 
fence, and  this,  too.  at  the  demand  of  the  Spanish  j  any  case. 
Minister?     Has    Spain  any  right,  said    Mr.  R.,  ;      There  was  no  fear  of  war,  Mr.  R.  said  if  this 
to  make  such  a  demand  on  usT    Without  refer-    bill  should  not  pass  into  a  law.     Spain  go  to  war 
ring  to  the  acts  ol  the  Spanish  Government  prior        — 


cause  they  have  undertaken.  What  would  then 
be  the  consequence?  Bonds  will  presently  be- 
come too  feeble,  and  restraints  ot  stronger  force 
will  be  applied.  Would  you,  said  he,  call  out  an 
army  sufficient  to  line  the  whole  souihwestera 
frontier,  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  going  over? 
If  the  belligerent  has  a  right  to  demand  one  inch 
of  preventive  justice,  she  has  a  right  to  demand 
it  to  be  extended  these  two  thousand  miles.  No, 
Mr.  R.  said,  they  had   no  right   to  demand   it  in 


to  the  declaration  of  war,  there  are  causes  enough 
to  call  on  us  to  stay  our  hand  before  we  go  far- 
ther, on  the  present  occasion,  than  the  laws  of 
nations  require;  before  we  pass  this  act  of  ma<^- 
nanimily.  Is  it  called  for  by  the  spirits  of  the 
slaughtered  crew  of  Commodore  Porter,  at  Val- 
paraiso ?  Or  do  the  mingled  ashes  and  bones  at 
Fort  Mims  require  it?  The  permission  to  our 
enemy  to  bring  arms  through  her  territory  during 
the  late  war— does  that  call  for  it?  Or  is  it  de- 
manded by  the  groans  of  Americans  from  the  pris- 
ons of  Havana?  Neither  of  them,  he  was  certain. 
For  his  part,  Mr.  R.  baid,  he  was  willing  to 
treat  belligerent  nations  according  to  the  strict 
laws  of  neutrality,  to  give  them  what  they  have 
a  right  to  demand.     Bat  he  would  go  no  further. 


Spain  gc 
with  the  United  States!  Would  Great  Britain 
assist  her  ?  She  might,  Mr.  R.  said,  find  her  in- 
terest in  herself  exclusively  assisting  these  peo- 
ple, in  thus  alienating  their  affections  from  the 
United  States.  Feeling  this  interest,  if  by  nego- 
tiation, by  any  sort  of  management,  she  could  at- 
tract to  her  the  affections  of  these  South  Ameri- 
can people,  her  object  would  be  attained.  But, 
if  Great  Britain  were  to  engage  in  a  war  with  the 
United  States  in  behalf  of  Spain,  on  this  account, 
she  would  alienate  the  affections  of  the  South 
Americans  forever,  and  throw  the  trade  of  thai 
immense  region  wholly  into  the  hands  of  the 
United  States.  There  was  no  danger  of  Great 
Britain  engaging  in  a  war  for  this  cause:  she 
knows  and  consults  her  interest  too  much.  If 
the  Monarch  of  Spain  should  choose  to  engage 
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m  coDsequeDce 


Ultl- 


ID  a  wirwith  the  United  States, 

loi  a   re(*jsal    to  pass  this  bill,  be  it  so.     Ratber 

n^an  submit   the   United    Slates  to  the  de^rada- 

tbn,  to  which   the  pasj^age  of  this  bill  would  ex- 

•«)sc  U5,  <Mr.   R.  said,  he  would   receive  the  Am- 

ssador,  who  had  been  waiting  here  for  admis- 

Jr^on  for  months,  from  the  five  United  Provinces 

^,  South  Annerica.  A  few  months  ago,  said  Mr. 
^JR.  we  wfre  willing  to  encounter  in  war  the  raost 
^  ^-^jwerful  nation  on  the  earth — to  take  the  British 

'^ioD  by  tlje  beard.     What  are  we  called  on  to  do 

yiow  ?     Tp  succumb  and  humble  ourselves  at  the 

J|»4;t  of  the  Spanish  Jack.     I  cannot  consent  to  it. 

vLft  the  C^evalier  speak  proudly  of  the  Castiliao 

Spirit  of  ills  nation — I  object  not  to  his  doing  so ; 

\»t|l  I    aaj>  unwilling  that    the  American  nation 

rl^all    be   {lumbled    before  it.     Mr.    R.   therefore 

•^oved  to  'btrike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 
■3  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  it  appeared 

^o  him,  I'r^m  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 

from  Ne»i  York  to-day,  and  from   those  which 

J)»d  yestfiday  been  made  on  the  subject,  that  the 

^'ird  secjion  of  the  bill  had  not  been  completely 
Tjjjjderstood.     The  third    section    did    not  forbid, 

lior  at  all  jrestrain,  our  citizens  from  selling  mu- 

g\iions  of  )var  to  whomsoever  they  pleated.     The 

♦^ect  of  .eliat  section  was  merely  to  carry  into 

effect  the  isecond,  which,  without   it,  would  be 

Vt:ry  easil^-^   eluded.     A  vessel  pierced  lor  guns, 

^rfd    capaUle  id  every  respect  of  being  a  private 

^(jssel  of  >irar,  manned  completely,  might,  under 

twisting  jijws.  go  to  sea  without  any  appearance 

tjl"  arms  o»  her  deck  ;   (her  armament  of  cannon 

'^iDg  co&(*ealed  beneath  the  deck.)  and.  the  mo- 
ment she  was  out  of  sight  of  the  coast  or  clear  of 

'Jetection,  take  out  her  guns,  evade  the  laws,  and 

•<ecome  at)  once  a  completely  equipped    armed 

jessel.     E»|' this  bill,  it  was  proposed  to  authorize  ^ 

ij<e  collector  to  examine  any  vessel  going  to  sea,  j  interpreted    into   an  interference  of  the    British 

mJ  see  ^jiether  she  had  such  an  armament  as    Minister  on   the  subject.     It  would  have  ill  be- 

^l^uld  enrjble  her,  when  she  got  to  sea,  to  fit  her-  i  come  the  British  Government  to  pursue  such  a 

m\i  for  wftr.     If  so.  the  collector  was  authorized  '  course.     They  carry  oq  a   trade  in  munilious  of 

.•.^top  suc|i  until  he  could  make  report  of  her  to  [  war  to  the  Spanish  patriots  of  Buenos  Ayres,  in 

^>e  Presi^it'nt  of  the  United  States,  and  receive  j  the  same  manner  as  we  do  to  other  parts  of  the 

ifts  decisiii*!  respecting  her.     If  proper,  she  would  I  provinces ;  although,  said  Mr.  S..  I  have  never 

understood  that  they  fit  oat  privateers  in  their 
waters,  and  fight  for  the  security  of  that  trade. 
I  believe,  sir,  the  British  Minister  has  not  made 
the  interference  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman.  I 
speak  from  ray  own  information  only  ;  but,  if 
such  had  been  the  case,  it  would  have  been  the 
duty  of  tne  Secretary  cf  State  to  have  given  in- 
formation of  it  to  your  committee;  and  your 
committee,  as  well  as  this  House,  would  have 
regarded  it  as  a  very  impertinent  interference. 
That  no  such  thing  had  occurred.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
fully  believed.  If  Great  Britain  should  insist 
upon  our  doing  an  improper  act  in  relation  to 
Spain,  the  Executive  of  the  country  would  know 
^    .         ,       .  ^  how  to  treat  the  interference.    Neither  this  nation, 

i^ainstth^.' picaroons  that  infest  the  islands  along  j  nor  the  Executive,  would  bow  to  the  mandate  or 
Vr  coast  v\  that  country.     To  such  vessels  there    call  of  any  foreign  nation  to  do  what  u  rtiou<Tht 

.^ill  be  aoi  inconvenience  m  giving  the  bond  re-  i  improper;  and  no  nation  would  make  a  dema'nd 

fiired  byt<he  third  section  ;  but  one  must  submit  j  of  that  sort  but  would  get  a  proper  answer  from 

itie  iDt'onvenience,  to  prevent  abuses  by  per-    this  Government. 
pns,whOiior  the  sake  of  gam  alone,  implicate  the  j      Had  Spain,  the  gentleman  asked,  any  right  Jo 


Government  in  a  conduct  which  most  be  repro- 
bated by  all  considerate  men. 

Had  such  a  law  as  this  been  in  force,  Mr.  S. 
said,  the  collector  of  New  York  would  not  have 
had  to  pay  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars forhaving  stopped  a  vessel  built  and  equipped 
in  that  port,  from  being  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
one  of  the  black  Emperors.  If  your  present  laws 
on  ihissubject  are  permitted  to  remain. said  Mr.  S. 
you  must  pass  some  act  to  enable  your  officers  to 
execute  them.  The  principle  of  the  bill  was  not 
new,  he  said,  having  been  adopted  by  successive 
Congresses.  Why  have  laws  that  we  cannot 
execute,  and  thus  expose  our  officers  to  vexations 
law-suits,  and  to  the  loss  of  money,  a  loss 
mately  devolving  on  the  United  States? 

The  honorable  gentleman  last  up,  was  mistaken 
in  saying  that  this  hill  would  prevent  the  supply- 
ing of  munitions  of  war  to  men  who  were  fight- 
ing for  their  liberty.  This  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  pro- 
vided only  that  the  Government  should  not  be 
implicated  by  the  citizen  in  his  enterprise.  Arras 
might  still  be  exported  to  any  extent,  bui  in  the 
common  way  of  merchants,  not  by  force  of  arms, 
but  by  swift  sailing.  We  are  not  authorized  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  to  arm  and  force  a  trade  in 
munitions  of  war  with  one  cr  two  belligerents,  in 
respect  to  both  of  whom  we  are  neutral. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
told  us,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  out-of-doors  information 
says,  that  the  Spanish  Minister,  aided  by  the 
Minister  of  a  powerful  nation,  had  demanded  of 
the  United  Stales  to  take  the  course  now  pro- 
posed. Out-of-doors  information,  said  Mr.  S.,  is 
often  wrong,  and  I  trust  is  not  right  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion.  The  committee  took  every  means 
in  their  power  to  inform  themselves  on  ihissub- 
ject, and   nothing  had  appeared  which  could  be 


j^  permitted  to  proceed  to  sea  ;  if  otherwise,  she 
^ould  and'ought  to  be  detained.  The  necessity 
'■^r  this  provision,  Mr.  S.  illustrated  by  examples 
i^miliar  tiu  his  mercantile  knowledge.  The  ei- 
(•riaiion  bf  arms,  in  vessels  not  prepared  to  fight 
^fir  wayj^was,  he  said,  a  simple  business  of  com- 
^i-rce,  anlE  not  affected  at  all  by  this  bill;  the 
^y  restraint  upon  ii  being  the  risk  of  capture  for 
j»irying  <jijniraband  of  war.  Where  then  could 
"^ipointed  out  an  injury  to  the  honest  merchant, 
likely  ip  flow  from  ihis  third  section  ?  It  could 
no  hajm,  on  the  one  hand  ;  but  without  it, 
the  oilier,  the  second  section  of  the  bill  would 
^iof  no  Upe.  We,  said  Mr.  S.,  who  are  engaged 
the  EtJt  India  trade,  must  arm  fur  defence 
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require  of  us  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  7     Was  it 
called  for  by  the  acts  of  that  Government  ?     She 
has  a  right  to  make  a  demand  o(  u,<,  said  Mr.  S., 
similar  to  that  which  we  made  of  her,  when  she 
permuted  French  privateers  to  fit  out  in  her  ports 
and  commit  depredations  on  ihe  commerce  of  the 
United  Slates.     We  made  a  representation  on  the 
subject,  and  demanded  of  the  Spanish  Grovern- 
raent  that  the  practice  should  not  continue,  and 
that   they  should    pay    us  for  every  depredation 
which  had  been  so  made  on  our  commerce.  What 
may   the  Spanish   Minister  demand    in  return  ? 
That  you   should  not  permit   your  citizens  to  fit 
out  and  man  with  your  seamen  vessels  wiihin  the 
pons  of  the  United    States  to  depredate  on  her 
commerce?     Are  not  the  cases  in  point  ?     What 
did  Spain  say  m  reply  loourdemand  ?     Shesaid 
yea  ;  but  she  had  not,  it  is  well  known,  the  means 
of  then  doing  what  she  was  willing  to  have  done. 
She  said,  she  could  not  help  what  had  uke  place, 
but  was  not  only  willing  to  pay  you  for  depreda 
tions   by  Spanish  privateers,  but   by  French  pri- 
vateers fitted  out  of  Spanish  ports.     She  was  not 
able,  but  declared  her  willingness.     When.  Mr. 
S.  said,  we  had  subsequently  made  a  treaty  with 
Bonaparte,  then  First  Consul,  we  released  France 
from  all   demands  on  her  as  to  depredations  on 
the  high  seas,  and  ihe  plunder  that  her  people  had 
made  on  our  commerce.     We  gave  it  up  for  what 
was  considered  a  quid  pro  quo.     We  were  bound 
to    guarantee   the    French    West    India    islands, 
rather  than  continue  which  guarantee,  Mr.  S. said, 
we   had   agreed  to  give  up  our  claims  for  depre- 
dations committed  on  our  commerce  prior  to  that 
treaty  by  France.     When  Spam  then  had  beard 
that  we  had  agreed  to  give  up  all  claims  for  dep- 
redations commuted  by  France,  she  argued,  that 
she  could  no  longer  have  claims  on  France  for 
her  depreditions  since  we  had   released  her,  and 
that  therefore  she  (Spain)  was  no  longer  bound 
to  indemnify  us.     What  had  since  been  done  on 
this  quesuon.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  knew  not;  but  he 
took  It  for  granted,  that  our  Government  would 
persist  in  the  demand,  and  never  relinquish  it. 

Was  it  not  possible,  that  Spain  would  now  pre- 
fer a  claim  for  losses  sustained  from  depredations 
OQ  her  commerce  by  vessels  fitted  out  of  our 
ports  ?  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  very  much  afraid  she 
would,  and  was  therefore  desirous  to  arrest  them, 
that  ihe  amount  might  not  be  further  increased. 
1  am  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  apologist  of  any  for- 
eign Government.  When  they  commit  aggres- 
sions on  us,  when  they  violate  our  rights,  it  is  the 
duty  of  our  Government  to  resent  and  correct  the 
proceeding.  If  the  Spaniards  at  Valparaiso  in- 
jured us,  our  Government  knows  how  to  make 
the  demand  for  redress,  and  we  kuow  how  to 
enforce  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  who,  Mr.  S. 
said,  was  perhaps  better  acquainted  with  the  laws 
of  nations  than  him.  seemed  to  think  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  ihe  United  States  to  stop  a  military 
force  from  marching  from  the  territories  of  the 
United  S  ales  against  the  Spanish  provinces. 
That  individuals  might  embark  in  foreign  war 
consistently    wilh    the   law    of  nations,    no  one 


could  deny;  it  was  done  by  foreijjners  in  erery 

war.  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  military  knowl- 
edge. But  would  It  not  be  considered  a  viola- 
lion  of  the  laws  of  nations  to  permil  the  enlist- 
ing or  enrolling  men  in  our  territories  to  fight  on 
one  side  or  other  of  the  two  belligerents  ?  (Mr. 
Root  explained  that  hi"  observauons  applied  to 
the  adoption  of  preventive  laws  only,  carried  to 
too  great  an  extent  ] 

The  gentleman  had  said  he  was  not  afraid  of  a 
war  with  Spain.  I  believe,  said  Mr.  S.,  there  is 
no  American  afraid  of  a  war  with  Spain.  Bui 
the  gentleman  had  gone  into  an  argument  to 
show  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  to  get  hold  of  the  affections  of  the  people 
of  South  America,  that  she  might  shut  us  oat 
from  the  trade.  Wherever  there  is  trade,  said 
Mr.  S.,  the  industry,  enterprise,  and  talents  of 
the  American  merchant  will  enable  him  to  find 
his  way  there,  and  to  carry  it  on.  on  equal  terras, 
with  any  nation  on  earth.  I  do  not  think,  sir', 
that  Great  Britain  would  be  extremely  provoked, 
that  it  would  make  her  entirely  unhappy,  that 
the  Spanish  provinces  should  become  free;  it  is 
not  impossible  but  she  may  aid  them  in  accom- 
plishing their  object.  If  so.  their  trade  will  be 
open  to  all  nations,  and  there  is  no  fear  but  we 
shall  have  our  chance  at  it. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  saying  he  could  see  no  in- 
jury that  could  result  from  the  third  section  of 
ihe  bill,  and  should  therefore  vote  against  strikioff 
It  out.  * 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion  to  .strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 
He  contended  that   it  was  contrary  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  to  authorize  seiz- 
ures without  a  previous  oath   to  sustain  them. 
He  denied   the   expediency   of    the    whole   bill. 
Had  gentlemen  forgotten  the  case  of  the  bill  to 
prohibit  intercourse   with    St.  Domingo,  which 
some  years  ago  unanimously  passed  this  House, 
but  was  rejected  bv  the  almost  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Senate?     This,  he  said.  was.  like  that,  a 
diplomatic  question,  to  be  settled  by  treaty  ;  and, 
if  It  was  necessary  to  have  any  provision  of  this 
sort,  let  It   be  established  bv  treaty.     Are  we  .so 
anxious,  he  asked,  after  the  favor  of  Spam  at  this 
lime,  that   we   will  bind   our   merchants'  hands 
fast,  when  the  hands  of  Spain  are  not  tied  ?     He 
did  really  hope,  he  said,  thai  ihis  House  would 
take  care  not  to  exercise  their  legislative  func- 
tions in  and  over  a  diplomatic  question.     In  re- 
gard  to   the  St.  Domingo  question,  the  Senate 
had  determined  that  to  be  a  treaty  question ;  and 
all  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
who  had  heard  the  debate  concurred  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  view  of  the  question  ;  one  hon- 
orable and   distinguished  gentleman  he  referred 
to,  now  no  more,  (Mr.  Griswold.)  had  particu- 
larly expressed   Ins  convictions  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  W.  said  in  this  case  he  would,  so  far  Irogi 
going  wider  than  necessary,  go  as  near  the  wind 
as  he  could,  to  keep  within  the  prescriptions  of 
the   law  of  nations.     While  there  was  an   out- 
standing  debt   from    Spain    to   us   of   immense 
amount,  which  she  had  on  every  pretext  refused 
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t<^|j«y.  anij  bad  besides  practised  upon  us  every 
^r^io  favfjr  France,  fir^t  against  us,  and  then 
'Gft-at   Britain— it  was    now  proposed,  forsooth. 

tfrjat  we  sh<}nld  take  part  against  our  own  citizens 
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ijjft^lease  Jvpain  !     He  was  wholly  averse  to  it. 

£5  moved  {hat  the  Committee  should  rise  to  give 
sr^-iiJeman  an  opportunity  to  examine,  whether 
-j^jct  regulating  the  intercourse  between  two 
jpns  wa>  a  legislative  or  a  diplomatic  act. 
^  ;  bill,  he  said,  was  to  restrain  the  enterprise 
ot^tiur  own  citizens  in  the  cause  of  liberty ;  for 
he-^kad  nera-  heard  an  intimation  that  these  en- 
tei^irises  had  been  fitted  out  in  favor  of  the  Roy- 
alijrir.  Wfe  owe  Spain  something  for  the  aid 
T*i|-ved  fr&m  her  in  our  Revolution;  but,  Mr. 
W^r.aid,  he  would  not  therefore  calumniate  and 
eii:<4irra53  vvr  merchants  by  enacting  such  pro- 
vib^^ns  as  were  embraced  in  this  bill.  He  would 
\\u,^pe  said;,  bind  over  the  American  people  on 
fo/v-^  suspiqnon  of  their  intention  to  violate  the 
la»(^;in  ihisjdrespect ;  it  was  enough  to  punish 
ih*«,  for  It  jfter  conviction.  Spain  had  stipula- 
re^iji^i  pay  u^i. for  spoliations  on  our  commerce  by 
r»Jfls  from"  tier  ports;  but  she  never  did  pay— 
ffuj^e  cogjd  do  as  much  as  that,  should  she 
'nijyv  similan  demands  on  us.  Mr.  W.  hoped  we 
stju^'d  not  bt-  in  a  hurry  in  this  business,  and  that 
tha<»'ommit!te  would  rise. 

■W\Vi  moii-^a  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was  not 
sr^j|f'Jed.  beVore 

^i.  Ghosvenor,   from  New  York.  rose.     In 
th^j^eneral -yiew   of   this   question,   he  said    he 
hojJ>l  the  tirtie   had  gone  by  when,  in  consider- 
iDif^H'hat  wa*  the  duty  of  this  House,  reference 
wo||:*i    be  h*d   to  considerations  not  bearing  on 
thii/. point.     The    gentleman    from    New    York 
setvi<|?d  to  ia^nent  tliat  there  were  no  longer  two 
Mi^oi  this^House.     If  it  were  so,  Mr.  G.  said. 
f>^  jUjafly  rrjoiced   at  it;  and  he  believed,  to  a 
8r«fC**'*'^'.  "  was  so.  and  hoped  that  it  would 
Df  w|,'  be  otherwise,  when  questions  like  this  were 
pre^-'ited    ic»  the  House.     For,  he  said,  it    was 
siri^^y  a  qu^-stion,  whether   the  United    Stales 
wt)*(l  or  woiild  not  compel  its  citizens  to  adhere 
10  <}i\t  duiH's  as  the  people  of  a  neutral  nation. 
Ou  jfjis  que^^ion,  he  said,  there  could  be  but  one 
parii;j;rand  bm  one  sentiment.     He  here  remarked 
oa  \;^ai,  he  sfaid,  was  a  curious  argument.     Why 
enjqjlre  these  provisions  in  favor  of  Spain  ?  it  was 
^^^'i.      ^'*' ^^*  "0'  '"jured  us?     Do  gentlemen 
t^-jAt'Cl,  saig.he,  that  when  they  countenance  vi- 
oL'tf-os  of  nfutrahiy,  they  in  fact  engage  in  the 
wat^     If  w(!:are  to  have  war,  let  us  boldly  go 
latiy  I,  said  hje.  and  not  sneak  into  it  with  our  pri- 
yatr|fs  Iromfjoe  port  or  another.     If  Spain  have 
lojUlJkd  us,  Ikti  us  tell  her  and  the  world  so,  and 
apf^^l  to  the  world  and  to  the  God  of  Battles. 
Hf  jjyytested  Ugainst  this  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
war.*'  What,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  asked  by  this  bill? 
Th,-^»enllemt'0  from  Georgia  and  Maryland  had 
P"i.>wn  Its  truje  shape,     h  did  not  touch  the  cora- 
^^S^^  'be  cvJuntry  ;  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
n.    Qwas  a  .question  touching  the  interference 
cl  ilf  citizens  of  this  nation  in  a  war  waged  be- 
tV/eA,  two  foreign   Powers.     The  report  of  the 
^ecA>.arv  of  jjtaie  bad  not  been  read  ;  if  it  had 


it  would  show  (what  was  indeed  notorious  to  the 
whole  world)  that  we  do  now  interfere  in  that 
war.    The  question  was,  whether  Congress  should 
adopt  legal  principles  which  would  compel  our 
citizens  to  adhere  to  that  neutrality  which  is  the 
policy  of  the  nation.     The  gentleman  last  up  had 
asked   whether    Spain   would   also    adopt    these 
principles?    Mr.  G.  said.  yes.    This  bill  only  pro- 
posed a  mode  of  enforcing  the  observance  of  an 
established  principle, for  the  maintenanceof which 
every  nation  is  responsible.     The  Government  of 
Spain  would  compel  its  observance,  bv  its  citi- 
zens, in  a  shorter  way  ;  it  would  take  off  the  heads 
of  those  who  should  attempt  to  violate  it.     Such 
a  course  this  Government  cannot,  ought  not,  cer- 
tainly to  pursue.     Every  nation  has  its  own  way 
of  executing  principles,  and  we  can  only  execute 
them  in  the  way  which  is  now  proposed. 

What,  Mr.  G.  asked,  was  the  objection  to  the  3d 
section,  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  expunge? 
That  the  collector  was  to  be  authorized  to  detain 
vessels  on  suspicion,  without  a  formal  warrant. 
The  same  objection,  Mr.  G.  said,  would  apply  to 
all  our  revenue  laws  ;    and  he  never  before  heard 
any  objection  to  seizure  of  vessels  without  war- 
rant.    He  had  heard  objections  to  bringing  these 
principles  to  operate  on  the  land,  in  the  bosom  of 
society,  by  searches   and  seizures  of  houses,  car- 
riages, sleighs,  dec,  but  he  had  never  before  heard 
the   ordinary    provisions  of    the    revenue    laws, 
analogous  to  this,  objected   to  as  contrary  to  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  rose  principally  to  notice  a  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Wright.)  respecting  the  St.  Domingo  act.  That 
act,  the  gentleman  said,  had  been  rejected  by  the 
Senate,  because  it  embraced  a  diplomatic  ques- 
tion. If  might  have  been  so  argued  ;  it  was  an 
odd  objection,  certainly,  Mr.  G.  said,  but  there 
were  other  objections  to  it.  That  act,  Mr.  G. 
said— (for  the  gentlemen  would  recollect,  that, 
though  it  was  rejected  by  the  Senate  one  year,  it 

passed  the  very  same  Senate  the  next  year) was 

predicated  on  a  demand  of  the  French  Emperor, 
that  we  should  cease  to  have  intercourse  with  St. 
Domingo,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  compel  his 
revolted  subjects   to  submission.     This,    Mr.  Q. 
said,  was  a  question   totally  different  from    that. 
Had  the  King  of  Spain  ;  had  any  other  creature 
except   Bonaparte,  ever  made  such  a  demand? 
Spain  had  not ;  he  did  not  know  that  she  bad  de- 
manded anything,  but.  if  she  had  demanded  any- 
thing, it  was  thai  our  citizens  should  nut  interfere 
in  the  war    in  which  the  nation    is  neutral.     I 
know, said  Mr. G.. that  this  bill  goesa  great  length; 
but,  certainly  without  going  it.  we  cannot  cure 
the  evil.     I   have   had  some  acquaintance  with 
this    affair,  and    shall   not   err  when  I   say,   that 
whilst  the  whole  mass  of  the  nation  is  at  peace, 
some  of  its    cities    are   at  open  war.     Congress 
might,  he  said. adopt  the  principle  ihatthey  would 
not   interfere;    but,  if  they  did,  where  it  would 
end  he  did  not  know,  and  no  one  could  say. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  said,  the  question  be- 
ing on  striking  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill, 
on  that  question  the  merits  of  all   the  provisions 
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of  the  bill  were  incidentally  brought  into  view. 
He  agreed  perfectly  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Grostenor.)  that  we  ought  to 
do  everything  calculated  to  preserve  a  strict  and 
impariial  neutrality,  so  long  as  we  are  at  peace 
with  Spain;  that  our  citizens  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  involve  us  in  a  war  without  the  consent 
of  the  Government.  If  Spain  has  injured  us,  it 
is  the  duly  of  the  Government  to  judge  of  the 
injury,  and  adopt  the  means  for  redresss.  In  a 
case  like  the  present,  said  Mr.  S..  although  the 
character  of  the  nation  and  public  law  requires 
that  we  should  prevent  our  citizens  violating  the 
neutrality  we  profess,  yet.  sir.  I  am  not  willing 
to  go  one  single  step  further  than  that  duty  com- 
)els  me.  And  my  objection  to  this  bill  is.  that  it 
)roposes  to  go  farther.  We  are  required  by  public 
aw  to  prevent  an  hostile  enterprise  to  be  set  on 
foot  in  our  territory,  to  be  directed  against  either 
of  the  belligerents  by  land  or  by  sea  ;  but,  sir,  we 
are  not  required  to  prohibit  the  sale  or  transpor- 
tation of  arms  to  either  party,  and,  if  they  come 
for  them,  we  have  the  right  to  supply  them, 
and  if  we  attempt  to  take  munitions  of  war  where 
they  should  be  adjudged  contraband  of  war. 
the  only  penalty  is  confiscation  of  the  property; 
the  party  complaining  has  no  right  to  inflict  cor- 
poral punishment.  The  only  remedy  a  belliger- 
ent has.  where  his  adversary  is  supplied  by  a  neu- 
tral with  the  means  of  war.  is  capture  and  con- 
fiscation ;  and  we  may  leave  him  to  that  remedy 
if  our  citizens  choose  to  engage  in  such  com- 
merce. Is  It  not  obvious  that  this  bill  proposes 
to  do  more  than  national  law  requires  of  us  as 
neutrals  ;  and  is  not  the  operation  of  the  measure 
as  obviously  unequal  on  the  two  parties?  Old 
Spain  may  be  supplied  here  with  armed  vessels 
and  arms  as  well  asNthe  Colonie-.  who  are  con- 
tending for  independence;  but  she  can  be  sup- 
plied as  conveniently,  and  perhaps  more  so,  in 
Europe;  she  may  build  her  vessels,  and  manu- 
facture her  arms  at  home;  in  either  event  she 
sustains  little  inconvenience  from  this  measure, 
while  the  patriots  of  New  Spain  are  most  in  need 
of  the  armed  ves^sels,  and  the  munitions  of  war. 
and  have  no  other  place  at  which  they  can  be 
supplied  so  conveniently  ;  our  ports  are  contigu- 
ous, and  afford  them  many  facilities  of  obtaining 
arms  and  ammunition, articles  they  want  above  all 
others,  and  are  not  prepared  to  manufacture  at 
home.  This  bill  not  only  provides  that  our  peo- 
ple shall  not  employ  their  armed  ve.«sels  fitted  out 
in  our  own  ports  against  either  party,  but  that 
they  shall  not  sell  them  to  any  person  who  may. 
Nay,  it  g«'es  farther;  it  gives  a  discretionary 
power  to  the  collector  to  stop  any  vessel  which, 
from  her  cargo  being  chiefly  munitions  of  war, 
having  an  extraordinary  number  of  men  on  board. 
or  other  circumstances,  he  may  believe  intends  to 
Tiolate  our  neutrality,  and  compel  such  vessel  to 
give  bond  and  security,  in  a  very  heavy  penalty, 
that  she  shall  not  do  so  !  Is  it  safe — is  it  wise  to 
▼est  such  a  power  in  any  subaltern  officer  of  the 
Government?  That  he  may  have  it  in  his  power 
lo  stop,  to  harass  the  lawful  commerce  of  our  I 
citizens,  merely  upon  his  belief  of  their  lulention  ;  i 


It  is  enough  to  punish  acta  where  they  are  com- 
mitted, and  not  in  effect  punish  the  intent;  and 
that  on  the   belief  of  a  collector,  from  what  cir- 
cumstances he  may  think  suspicious.     I  recollect, 
and   no  doubt  other  gentlemen  recollect,  that  ini 
the  lime  of  the  late  war  a  provision  like  this  was 
proposed   to  prevent  supplies  of  provisions  and 
other  articles  going  to  our  enemy  in  Canada,  and 
some  of   the  gentlemen  who  advocated   this  bill 
opposed  the  adoption  of  that,  because  it  gave  too 
unlimited  a  power  to  collectors;  they  would  not 
allow  It  even  incaseof  our  own  enemies;  they  now 
propose  to  adopt  it  for  the  benefit  of  Old  Spain. 
Are  we    interested  for  the  success  of   Spain  in 
subjugating  her  colonies?     Or  are  not  the  feel- 
ings of  every  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  question  ?     Can  we    be  the  spectators  of  a 
struggle  for  liberty  and  independence  by  any  por- 
tion of  the  human  family,  and  feel  indifferent  as 
to  the    result?     Let  others  feel  as  they  may,  I 
cannot,  and  will  not  disguise  my  feelings.     My 
most  fervent  wish  and  desire  is,  liberty  and  self- 
government  to  Main  and  South  America  ;    their 
cause  IS  one  that  rau^t  and  ought  to  be  interesting 
to  us ;  they  are  contending  against  tyranny  and 
superstition  of  the  most  gloomy  and  hateful  char- 
acter, and  whetlier  they  are  sufficiently  informed 
to  secure,  as  we  have  done,  the  blessings  of  civil 
and  political  liberty,  is  a  question  wiih  some  gen- 
tlemen ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  incontestable 
they  cannot  be  cursed  with  a  wurse  government 
than  the  one  againsiwhich  they  are  arrayed  ;  and, 
at  all  events,  ihey  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  self- 
government,  let  their  change  of  the  form  be  what 
It  may.     Then,  I  say,  shall  we  in  such  a  contest, 
for  such  a  cause,  pass  an  act  that  shall   give  aid 
to  their  subjugation,  or  lessen  their  means  of  re- 
sistance?    Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  not.     My  best 
wishes  are  for  the  success  of  those  patriots,  in  op- 
position lo  Spain  ;  theirs  is  ihe  cause  of  liberty  ; 
It  IS  the  cause  of   my  heart.     When  the  French 
revolution,  at  its  commencement,  gave  hopes  to 
the  world  of   the  emancipation  of   that  nation; 
when  the  tyrants  of  Europe  were  combined  in 
common   cause  against   her   success;  was  ihere 
seen  an  American  wlio  did  not   think  the  laws 
then    enacted    to  preserve   our  neutrality,  and  to 
prevent   enterprises   being   fined  out   in   favor  of 
France,  went  far  enough,  and  did  not  many  be- 
lieve they  went  too  far  ?  and  yet  those  laws  are  in 
force  and  of  a  general  nature,  and  can  be  applied 
to  prevent   any   violations  of  neutrality    by  our 
citizens.     But  gentlemen  wish    to  do  more,  and 
perhaps  without  such   intention   they  are   indi- 
directly  giving  aid  to  Spain   to  subjugate  an  ex- 
tensive   portion  of    our    Continent.     Could    this 
course  be  reconciled  to  our  love  of  republican  in- 
stitutions?    Or  shall  we  despond  for  the  rest  of 
the  world,  because  that  blaze  of  freedom  that  for 
a  moment  illuminated  France,  has  been  quenched 
in  blood,  and  she  has  again   bowed   her  neck  to 
the  yoke;   or  should  we  not   rather  hope  for  ihe 
success  of  liberty  in  a  new  soil  and  country  like 
our  own,  and   at  least  do  nothing  to  thwart  its 
progress  and  establishment? 
Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia  .said  he  bad  been 
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H^yremely  surprised  to  hear  the  doctrines  that  had  I  make  war  with  them.     This  bill  had  been  called 


\yf-^a  advanced  by  the  gentleraao  who  had  just 
i^)W  sat  dawn.  The  gentleman  talked  about  the 
(AjisalioDvof  neutrality  ;  but  his  doctrine  did  not 
r5f)iy,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  a  portion  o/'a  nation  in  arms 
^^.liost  another  portion  of  it.  until  the  revolted 
jf^fiion  was  acknowledged  as  free,  sovereisn,  and 
Independent.     Let    it    be    remembered,  that  this 

f!  not  a  war  between  Spain  and  another  inde- 
dent  p:>litical  associaiion.  because  the  inde- 
dence  of  the  colonies  had  uerer  been  acknowl- 
ed.  ^t  It  was  a  civil  war;  a  war  of  one 
{rtrtion  of  the  Kingdom,  against  that  portion  in 
V<iich  the  governing  power  resides — in  which  it 
U'unpossible  to  refuse  to  maintain  that  neutrality 
>p^ich  it  i^  our  duty  to  maintain  betwen  the  two 


i: 


and  properly  called,  a  bill  for  making  peace  be- 
tween His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  town  of 
Baltimore;  and.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  willing  to 
contribute  all  in  his  power  to  the  restoration  of 
peace  between  those  high  contracting  parties.  I 
have  said  (he  continued)  that  I  am  tired  of  war  j 
that  lam  sick  of  revulutions  ;  lam  tired  of  having 
the  medicine  of  the  physician  sujbstiluied  for  my 
daily  food;  I  am  tired  of  having  extreme  cases 
made  daily  cases,  not  of  exception  but  of  practice. 
The  honorable  gentleman  Irom  New  York  had 
said  that  he  rejoiced  that  there  was  now  but  one 
Side  ol  the  House.  And.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  rejoiced 
in  It  too;  and  nothing  had  more  contributed  to 
that  state  of  things,  than  tne  conduct  of  a  part  of 

i;53igerenvs,  without  being  at  onre  a  party  in  the  |  this   House,  to  which   the  gentleman   from  Ken- 

C|)ite8t.     Oid  gentlemen  recollect,  Mr.  R.  asked,  I  tucky  had  adverted,  about  the  Canadian  supplies, 

tftwcase  between  these  colonies  and  Great  Britain,  I  and  the  conduct  of  certain  districts  of  the  United 

aj^  in  wli  it  way  France  became  a  party  to  that  j  States,  in  relation  to  the  laie  war — circumstances, 

rj|<;  i     In  the  same  way  the  United  States  may  |  he  said,  calculated  to  cover  forever,  with  confu- 

ayi!  probably  will   become  a  party  to  the  war  be-  I  sion   and   disgrace,  those   who   were   auibors  or 

ii^-j-en  Spam  and  her  colonies;  by  fitting  out  arms  i  partakers  of  them.     Nothing  had  contributed  so 

t,'*i.-Colonial  account  from  her  ports,  for  the  purpose  I  much    to  the  unanimity  of  the  late  Presidential 

o^'arrying  on  the  war,  public  and  private,  against     election,  which   was  not   owing  so  much    to  the 

tk'  mother  country.     In  that  way,  he  repeated, 

i^ance  had  become  a  party  to  the  war;  in  that 

Vjiy  we   riiight  and   probably   should    become  a 

pajty  to  the  present  war.     Now,  said    Mr.  R.,  if 

•Jfare  prepared  to  take  sides  between  Spain  and 

lifu  colontes,  let   us  say  so;   but,  if  not,  let  us  do 

t5>\*se  things  incumbent  on   us,  to   prevent  being 

dfvwn   in  jn   (Me  side  or   the  other.     Mr.  R.  re- 

ii:^Srked  on  the  fanciful  theory  of  gentlemen,  and 

ai^iirt  of  visionary  idea  they  appeared  to  have,  of 

:^struggfe  in  question   being  one  for  the  right 

uj^elf-govrrnraent,    dec.      When    the   people  of 

SAin,  frotQ  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the  pass  of 

KjiJcevalUs,  was  in  arms  against  the  authority 

i)(;Jiegovei-nmentesiablisheil  thereby  the  French, 

iSi([e  had  not  been,  Mr.  R.  said,  any  of  this  feel- 

trijifor  a  great  and  generous  nation,  asserting  the 

rr-;nt   ot    jielf-government — nothing  of   the   sort. 

On  the  contrary,  the  United  States  had  preserved 

whet  they  called  a  neutral  attitude — a  neutrality 

Cfli^ulatedj  as  far  as  our  means  went,  to  subserve 

tlijf  cause  o(  one  of  the   parties,  he  did  not  say 

w^iich.     If,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  are  prepared  to  take 

pvVit  between  Spam  and  her  revolted  colonies,  let 

Urwy  so,  tiud  act  an  open,  manly,  and  generous 


confidence  of  the  people   in    those  elected,  as  to 
the  paralysis  of  that  opposition. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  should  not  have  troubled  the 
House  on  this  occasion,  but  for  the  allusion  to 
the  St.  Domingo  act,  passed  on  the  28ih  day  of 
February,  1S06.  You,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  (address- 
ing the  Chairman,)  remember  well  that  day — it 
was  just  at  the  close  of  a  period,  within  wliich, 
after  sitting  for  weeks  in  conclave,  the  policy  of 
this  country  had  taken  a  direction  which  has 
since  governed  the  ship  of  Slate.  The  act  re- 
ferred to  was  passed  at  that  memorable  ses>ion 
when  the  politics  of  the  United  States  as.sumed, 
in  the  eye  of  all  those  who  know  how  to  judge 
of  events,  a  definitive  direction  as  to  the  two  great 
Powers  of  Europe.  1  voted  for  it,  said  Mr.  R., 
after  endeavoring,  with  our  doors  shut  and  with 
the  doors  open,  to  arrest  that  career,  and  expose 
that  fatal  policy  which  brought  us  to  what  we 
have  seen,  and  what  we  now  letl.  And  when  I 
was  asked  why  i  voted  for  this  famous  St,  Do- 
mingo act — an  act  which  was  said — it  was  so 
said;  I  speak  in  the  imperaoual — which  was  said 
to  ba»e  been  passed  under  terror  of  the  displea.-Nure 
of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King  ol  France. 


jxirt.  But  for  my  share,  I  have  had  enough  of  I  Referring  to  the  saytiig  of  Charles  XII.  respect- 
j-«-*olution«,  and  I  have  had  enough  of  war;  and  I  mg  Riga,  that  God  had  given  it  to  him,  and  the 
I  5«nnot  sUy,  with  an  honorable  member  from  j  Devil  should  not  take  it  away  from  bim,  Mr.  R. 
Mis^yland  iefore  me,  (Mr.  Smith,)  thai  i  am  not  [applied  it  to  the  sceptre  of  Napoleon;  which, 
aj^id  ot  a. Spanish  war.     I  should   be  afraid  of  a     whether  or  not  the  Devil  gave  it  lo  him,  we  cer- 


Wnt  with;  the  Sandwich  Islands;  I  should  be 
affuid  of  aiwar  with  the  Cherokees  or  Creeks  ;  I 
sijpnild  be  afraid  ot  a  war  with  anything,  unless 
p-^^' hance  ;with  the  barbarians  of  the  Mediterra- 
nMa  coasj  of  Africa.  I  am  afraid  of  war;  we 
^\v^  founcj  the  consequences  of  it ;  and,  if  we  ^o 
t(#  var  with  Spain,  it  is  not  for  me  or  the  genile- 
ii^d   from   Maryland   to  say.  when   or  on    what 

;t«^iiis  we  shall  makepeace  with  the  allied  Powers. 

^Ijjji.  not  wtifU  to  make  peace  with  them,  said  Mr. 
^^.,  for  tht  plain  reason  that  I  do  not  wish  tj 
s 


Utnly  know  that  the  hand  of  God  took  from  that 
oppressor — yes,  that  malefactor  of  mankind — ihat 
/iMtig  humani  generis.  When  he  spoke  of  that 
man  in  this  way,  he  said,  it  was  with  recollec- 
tions of  the  date  ol  this  act,  and  not  of  his  present 
condition.  In  his  present  condition,  he  would 
not  triumph  even  over  him;  he  looked  upon  his 
former  elevation  to  have  been  the  result  of  a  iiintd 
acquiescence  in  what  had  been  called  public  sen- 
meul,  in  the  Reign  of  Terror — when  head.->  had 
been  lopped  off,  and  men  tortured  m  every  way 
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ingenuity  could  derise — all  in  obedience  to  pub- 
lic sentiment!  when  a  few  executioners,  with 
the  words  'public  sentiment"  in  their  mouths, 
mangled  and  massacred  whatever  was  valuable 
in  that  once  noble  country.  Yes.  he  said,  it  was 
a  noble  country,  and  the  country  of  a  noble  peo- 
ple. When,  said  he,  (resuming  the  thread  of  his 
discourse)  I  was  asked,  on  what  grounds  I  should 
justify  ray  vote,  I  an-;wered.  on  none  that  had 
been  assigned,  and  unquestionably  not  on  some 
that  were  not  assigned.  I  voted  in  favor  of  it, 
because  I  considered  St.  Domingo  as  an  anomaly 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  I  considered 
it  my  duty,  as  an  American  pnliiician — as  an 
American  statesman,  if  you  will  allow  meto  apply 
that  observation  to  myself — as  a  Representative, 
above  all,  of  the  Southern  portion  of  the  United 
States,  to  leave  nothing  undone  which  could  pos- 
sibly give  to  the  white  population  in  that  island 
an  ascendency  over  the  blacks;  for.  if  ever  any- 
thing called  for  a  perpetual  embargo  on  all  inter- 
course, it  was  the  state  of  that  country. 

I  am  tired  of  war.  said  Mr.  R.,  but  I  do  not 
therefore  expect  to  escape  it.  Little  does  he  know 
of  the  condition  of  mankind  ;  little  does  he  know 
of  the  signs  of  the  times  on  the  other  si  le  ol  the 
Atlantic  or  on  this,  who  supposes  the  repose  of 
the  world  is  settled.  The  leaven  is  at  work  in 
Europe,  perhaps  more  actively  in  England  than 
in  any  other  part  of  it,  and  the  virus  has  been  re- 
ceived here,  that  will  produce  a  state  of  things 
very  far  from  that  settled  repo-^e  which  gentle- 
men !»eem  to  flatter  themselves  will  follow  the 
late  convulsions  in  the  civilized  world.  But.  be- 
lieving as  he  did.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  willing  to 
put  it  ofl"  to  the  latest  day.  He  was  attached  to 
his  own  country.  Let  Jews,  Turks,  or  Infidels, 
fight  for  their  liberty  or  for  their  religion  ;  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  liberty  or 
their  religion.  He  would  not  omit  to  do  anythinfr 
he  could  constitutionally  do,  to  prevent  beint'  in- 
volved in  a  quarrel  in  the  name  of  liberty^and 
religion,  when  servitude,  and  superstition,  the 
most  dark  and  detestable  that  was  ever  known 
was  at  the  bottom  of  it.  He  would  keep  aloof 
from  it. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  could  see  no  Constitutional  ob- 
jections to  the  bill;  but  if  there  was.  he  could 
almost  agree  to  say,  with  some  of  tne  Constitu- 
tion fanciers,  away  the  parchment!  to  secure  the 
passage  of  a  bill  to  restrain  any  of  our  citizens 
who  were  sufficiently  base,  or,  if  gentlemen 
pleased,  sufficiently  enterprising,  to  engage  in 
such  expeditions  as  it  was  well  known  had  been 
fitted  out.  Gentlemen  say.  observed  Mr.  R.,  that 
our  enterpri'ing  citizens  must  go  and  fi^rhi  the  wars 
ot  the  colonies  wiih  Spain.  With  all  my  heart. 
That  they  must  go  and  attack  her  commerce. 
With  all  my  heart,  if  they  will  not  attack  ours, 
nor  involve  their  country  m  the  war.  Let  Spain 
catch  them  when  she  can,  and  treat  them  as  she 
has  a  right.  There  will  be  one  advantage,  cer- 
tainly, in  permitting  this  system  of  private  depre- 
dation to  Continue;  there  would  be  less  capital, 
less  of  this  generous  enterprising  spirit  left,  to  en- 
gage in  another  trade  which  we  have  already  at- 


tempted to  prohibit  by  law— that  is,  the  infernal 
slave  trade. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  told 
the  House  that  he  knew  well  enough,  wherever 
there  was  a  trade,  there  Great  Britain,  and,  not 
only  her,  but  New  Britain,  would  find  the  way. 
This.  Mr.  R.  intimated,  was  exemplified  in  the 
trade  to  which  the  gentlenian  from  Kentucky 
had  adverted.  The  character  of  that  trade,  which 
had  been  practised  for  some  years  past  too  ex- 
tensively, might  be  summed  up  in  three  words: 
it  might  be  called,  in  short,  supplying  the  Devil 
with  brimstone. 

Mr.  Sharp  said  he  was  aware  of  the  distinction 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  between 
a  civil  war  and  a  war   between  two  independent 
nations;    but  it  was  laid  down   by  writers  on  the 
law  of  nations,  that  when  a  civil  war  assumed  a 
regular  shape,  the  laws  of  war  should  prevail  in 
regard  to  prisoners  of  war,  dec.     If  so,  had  not  a 
neutral  nation,  by  a    stronger  reason,  a  right  to 
show  them  the  hospitalities  due  to  their  situation  ? 
With  respect  to  the  law  relative  to  St.  Domingo, 
it  was  true  that  law  did  go  further  than  our  coun- 
try was  under  an  obligation  to  go,  but  for  peculiar 
reasons,  distinct  from  general  rules.    St.  Domingo 
Mr.  S.  said,  was  a  revolted  colony,  its  independ- 
ence to  this  day  unacknowledg^ed    by  its  former 
sovereign;   yet  we  trade  with  St.  Domingo— we 
go  to  her  ports,  she  comes  to  ours.     Where  would 
the  gentleman  find  a  reason  to  distinguish  be- 
tween this  case  and  that  of  the  Spanish  provinces? 
If.  .Mr.  S.  .said,  our  feelings  were  enlisted  in  favor 
of  Old  Spam   against  these  colonies,  and  we  be- 
lieved that  self-government  would   be  a  curse  to 
thern,  this  bill  might  be  a   proper  one  to  aid  the 
mother  government  in  subjugating  the  colonies. 
We  raaygo  thus  far,  said  he:  we  have  a  Constitu- 
tional   right   to  lay  these   restrictions.     But,   he 
insisted,  on  the   rules  which   govern  neutral  na- 
tions in  their  conduct  and  commerce  with  bellig- 
erents, we  are  not  bound  to  pass  it,  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  pass  it.  because  it  would  be  unwise 
to   do   it.     The   gentleman    had   asked    why  the 
feelingsof  gentlemen  were  not  as  warm  in  behalf 
of  the  patriots  of  Spain  in  their  struggle  for  self- 
governtnenl,  as  now  for  the  South  Americans. 
For  my  own  feelings  said  Mr.  S.,  I  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  expressing  them.     When  the  House  of 
Spain    had   ground   down  the   people.   I  felt  no 
aversion  to  seeing  any  change  whici  would  im- 
prove their  condition.     The  putting  down  of  the 
inquisition,  the  abolition  of  monasteries,  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  o(  priests,  he  was  glad  to 
see.     When   the  Spanish    patriots  collected  the 
sense  of  the  people,  rallied  around  their  standard, 
my  feelings  were  interested  in  their  favor  more 
than   they  had   previously  been    in   favor  of  any    - 
efl'ort  of  Bonaparte.     I  viewed   him  as  a  tyrant; 
but  I  cannot  view  without  abhorrence  the  conduct 
of  the  rulers  who  succeeded  on  these  eflToris  of  a 
patriotic  people — I  cannot  view,  without  horror 
human  nature  m  such  a  state  of  baseness,  as  to 
exhibit  such  ingratitude  as  has  been  shown.     Mr. 
S.  said  he  would  never  suffer  himself  to  take  any 
part  to  sustain  the  dooiinion  of  that  Monarch. 
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yAod.  whiesD  he  saw  such  sirailariiy  io  the  struggle 
in  which  the  people  of  South  America  were  en- 
gaged, although  not  so  much  enlightened  as  our 
♦  /  jjjople  wffre  to  the  struggle  of  our  Revolution,  he 
•.  wost  sincerely  and  heartily  desired  success  to  that 
;  oincrprii.?  which  should  give  the  right  of  self- 
)vernni;ffnt    to    any  portion    of  this   continent, 
jor  ihe^i'  reasons  he  should  vote  for  sinking  out 
^)fie  thirt|  section  of  the  bill. 
"  ,  Mr.  SiiEFfEY,  of  Virginia,  said  he  understood 
•jr  to  be  ihe  policy  of  the  Government  of  the 
jotted  States,  to  obt-erve  a  strict  neutrality  be- 
i  \iieea  \\\9  old  country  of  Spain  and  her  colonies 
'  J:(  rebellion  against  her.     If  that  was  the  deter- 
iuinatio(i>of  this  country,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
•jnstiiu(»{d   authorities  to  carry  that  deterraina- 
•^on  into  effect,  and   not  to  manifest  neutrality 
?:«hen,  iri  ifact,  our  citizens  were  taking  part  with 
.*ooe  belligerent,  and  against  the  other.     To  pre- 
vent iliisoihe  provisions  of  this  bill  had  been  re- 
»»rted,  wiiich   Mr.  S.  approved.     What  son  of 
|^cerily»do  we  exhibit,  he  asked,  if  we  permit 
j.i'rsons  iiy  fit  out   expeditions  in  our  ports,  and. 
f  jl-fier  they  had  gone  to  sea,  pretend  to  prosecute 
.  I'lem  wh«jn  beyond  the  reach  of  our  jurisdiction  ? 
•^'he  Government  >houid  not  act  at  all,  unless  it 
5cted  effttlually;   to  enable  it  to  do   which,  the 
"l^ower  pt^posed  to  be  given  by  this  bill  was  es- 
.teniial.     • 
_,:   As  to  aur  feelings  on  the  subject  of  the  exist- 
tt?S  war,  i;hat,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  wholly  out  of  the 
y^nesiion.  :  If  the  Government,  or  the  House,  feel 
••■••^s  the  geijtleman  from  Kentucky  does,  it  becomes 
xif.  to  act-  a  different  course — to  take  a  stand  in 
c^PPo^'  ^f  those  who  are  contending  against  the 
rljrrant  of' the   European  country.     All  this  dis- 
^'iy  of  titeling,  Mr.  S.  said,  might  do  honor   to 
•4iie  heart ':but,  after  ine  experience  of  past  years, 
cerlain5|r  did  no  great  honor  to  the  head.    After 
e  failufn  of  the  great  struggle  on  the  old  Cun- 
oent,  laifavor  of  civil  liberty  in  Europe,  they 
ju^l  be  j«nguine  indeed  who  anticipate  its  suc- 
r-ss  in  a>i^opulation  so  much  more  ignorant  and 
i^aenlighu'ned.     The  slight  dawning  of  liberty  in 
ranee  |ifid   been,  he  said,  perhaps  the  greatest 
«rse  th^i  human   liberty  ever   had.     No  more 
vorabi^.-conseqoences  are  likely  to  result  from 
e  cootfpt  in   South  America.     Tnere  will  be 
''^nfe  anc'  bloodshed  of  long  duration,  but  which 
•ill  settle  down   m  a  despotism  perhaps  more 
^irk   thai:  has   heretofore  prevailed  there.     If  a 
jfcypulaiioij  like  that  of  ihe  Spanish  provinces  is 
jp?   be  erf»\ncipated,  it  will  not  be  by  revolution. 
;jt  by  rep-iving  gradually  the  principles  of  civil 
Vf'y-    |And  when  gentlemen  compared   their 
ruggle  ^'ith  that  of  the  people  of  this  country 
•  the   Revolution,  they   were  widely  mistaken, 
e,  said  He,  were  nurtured    in  the  principles  of 
jivil  libe<iy  ;  the  colonists  were  as  free  before  the 
*evoluti^n  as  we  are  at  this  time  ;  we  contended 
^.>t   for   revolution,   though   it   naturally  ensued, 
^al  for  tl«c  preservation  of  the  rights  of  Eoglish- 
W^o.     We  were  free,  and  we  desired  to  remain 
*i     Thejcontest  in  South  America,  on  the  other 
f4nd,   is, a  contest  of  slaves  to  become  freemen, 
^vhich  cafanoi  succeed  by  the  exertions  of  physi- 

i 

i 


cal  force  merely,  but  must  be  preceded  by  the 
gradual  expansion  of  the  human  intellect,  and 
the  adaptation  of  the  mind  to  the  principles  of 
free  government. 

It  had  been  said  that  a  war  with  Spain  was 
not  to  be  deprecated.  In  one  point  of  view  a 
might  not.  But  in  another,  it  was  more  to  be 
deprecated  than  a  war  with  any  other  country. 
We  might  succeed,  even  to  the  utmost  wishes  of 
the  West,  to  possess  ourselves  of  the  contiguous 
Spanish  territory.  That  was  a  consequence  he 
should  deprecate,  Mr.  S.  said,  more  than  any 
other.  When  that  happens,  our  moral  character 
is  destroyed— our  liberty  is  gone.  In  such  suc- 
cess he  saw  greater  evils  than  in  any  defeat.  He 
dreaded  It  on  the  score  of  the  moral  character  of 
the  nation — on  the  score  of  that  liberty  which 
he  hoped  would  be  perpetual. 

As  to  this  question  he  had,  he  said,  different 
feelings  from  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken.  Those  persons  who  were  engaged  in 
this  trade  constituted  perhaps  a  ten  thousandth 
part  of  our  population;  and  when  he  said  they 
were  not  the  most  worthy  part  of  the  population, 
he  thought  he  was  not  far  mistaken.  He  would 
go,  he  said,  to  the  farthest  extent  of  the  Consti- 
tutional powers  to  preserve  the  neutrality  of  the 
country,  because  he  would  not  suffer  a  few  worth- 
less men,  who  have  no  home,  no  country,  to  sacri- 
fice the  peace  of  the  nation.  He  would  rather  go 
a  little  further  than  propriety  would  warrant,  if 
there  must  be  an  excess  on  one  side  or  the  other — 
by  no  means  however  countenancing  excess  in 
either  way.  Those  concerned  in  these  expedi- 
tions are  not.  the  most  of  them  at  least,  the 
worthy  part  of  the  community,  and,  such  as  they 
are,  form  but  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  it. 
The  consequence>  of  the  war,  if  war  should  be 
the  consequence  of  neglecting  to  restrain  them, 
must  be  borne  by  the  honest  and  worthy  part  of 
the  nation,  and  therefore  he  deprecated  such  a 
result. 

The  third  .section  of  the  bill,  he  said,  was  a 
necessary  corollary  from  the  second.  The  third 
section  was  intended  to  give  the  Government 
power  to  prevent  the  intention  of  the  act  from 
being  violated.  It  was  justifiable  on  the  same 
principles  as,  on  land,  authorizes  the  magistrate 
to  bind  the  hands  of  a  man  attempting  a  viola- 
tion of  the  peace,  dec. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  prefaced  his  ob- 
servations by  saying,  that,  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  most  cordially 
wished  success  to  the  people  of  South  America, 
in  the  noble,  virtuous,  and  patriotic  cause  in 
which  they  were  engatjed.  But,  he  said,  he 
should  ever  feel  disponed  to  respect  the  neutral 
character  of  his  country,  and  he  hoped  never  to 
see  it  degraded  in  its  own  eyes,  by  permitting  its 
citizens,  with  impunity,  to  violate  that  neutrality. 
He  objected  to  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  never- 
theless, because  it  gave  to  the  officers  of  the  Got- 
ernment  a  greater  power  over  the  citizens  than 
they  ought  to  have.  He  laid  out  of  view  the 
state  of  the  contest  between  Spam  and  her  colo- 
nies; he  laid  out  of  7iew  all  that  had  been  said 
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about  the  demands  of  that  nation,  dkc.  He  took 
up  this  question  on  its  own  merits.  The  House 
had  official  information  that  acts  had  been  com- 
mitted by  our  own  citizens,  which  self-respect 
required  us  to  put  a  stop  to. 

This,  it  appeared  to  him,  would  be  sufficiently 
accomplished   by  the  clauses  of  this  act,  without 
the  third  section,  to  which   he  objected,  because 
it  gave  to  the  collectors  an  overwhelming  power, 
viz:  the  power  to  seize  any  vessel,  which,  from 
any  circumstances,  they  might  suspect  of  an  in- 
tention  to  violate   the   neutral  obligations  of  (he 
United  Stales,  without  any  proof  whatever  being 
required.     It    might    be    necessary,    for   defence 
against  the  privateers  and  pirates  that  swarm  in 
every  sea,  that  vessels  should,  at  the  present  day, 
carry  arms,  and  more  than   the  ordinary  number 
of  men.  and  ought  not  therefore  to  be  arrested  in 
their    voyage.     The    term    '"any   other   circum- 
stance"  in  this  kind  of  enactment,  was  too  vague 
Mr.   R.  said,  to   be  permitted  to  go  forth.     The 
bill  was  not  only  too  vague,  as  regarded  the  pow- 
ers of  the  collector,   but  as  to  the  objects  to  be 
attained— that   the  vessels  thus  seized  may  not 
violate    the    neutral    obligations   of    the    tfnited 
States.     And  what,  said  Mr.  R..  ..re  the  neutral 
obligations  of  the  United  States?     If  a  definite 
meaning  had  been  assigned,  the  merchant  would 
have  been  able  to  decide  whether  he  had  better 
give  the  enormous  bonds  required,  or  abandon  his 
voyage  altogether.     But,  as  it  now  stood,  it  was 
vague;  for,  in   regard   to   the  obligations  of  neu- 
trality,  the    merchant  would  search   in  vain   in 
public   law,  on   all  disputed  points,  for  a  definite 
opinion,   dtc,  and  he  might  be  subjected  to  ten 
years  imprisonment  for  going  a  voyage  hereto- 
fore deemed  legitimate,  because  his  duty  as  a  cit- 
izen was  so  undefined   that  he  could  not  himself 
discover  it   from    public  or  municipal  law.     He 
objected   to  this  section,  also,  on  account  of  the 
inconvenience   it    would    entail.     At   a   distance 
from  this  place,  said  he,  we,  in  Louisiana,  could 
engage  in  no  commerce,  if  the  collector  chooses 
to  detain   the  vessels   till   permission   is  obtained 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  them 
to  sail;  without  which,  to  be  sent  for  the  distance 
of  1,500  miles,  they  must  give  bond  in  an  enor- 
mous amount,  dec. 

And  why  all  this  restrictive  severity?  Was 
there  anything  novel  in  the  situation  of  the  world? 
Had  there  been  any  complaints  from  any  foreign 
nation  of  violations  of  our  neutrality  ?  If  so.  let 
them  be  known.  The  Executive  had  complained, 
with  reason,  of  certain  acts  which  compromitted 
the  neutrality  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  R.  was 
willing  to  correct  them,  but  not  without  other 
reasons  than  those  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  House,  to  give  powers  «o  enormous  as  those 
proposed. 

It  was  found  that  in  New  Orleans  the  former 
laws  had  been  sufficient  to  answer  every  purpose; 
and  the  great  objection  to  them,  he  imagined', 
grew  out  of  the  same  suggestion  as  had  induced 
the  House  to  alter  the  claims'  law,  viz.,  that  the 
officers,  under  the  eyes  of  the  Government,  had 
not  done  their  duty.  Here,  within  thirty  or  forty 
1-Uii  Con.  2d  Sess.— 24 


miles  of  the  Executive,  the  House  were  told  cer- 
tain violations  of  our  neutrality  had  fc«en  com- 
mitted, and  of  such  a  nature  as  could  not  be  re- 
strained by  the  laws  now  in  force.  We  are  legis- 
lating on  defects  in  the  execution  in  the  laws.''  If 
the  law  be  efficient  in  New  Orleans,  it  might  cer- 
tainly be  made  so  anywhere  else.  Mr.  R.  said, 
he  did  not  wish  to  permit  the  continuance  of  any 
acts  which  should  move  us  from  the  tranquillity 
we  now  enjoy;  but  he  did  not  think  this  third 
section  at  all  necessary  to  the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  S.MiTU.  of  Maryland,  again  spoke.  In  say- 
ing that  he  was  not  afraid  of  a  war  with  Spam, 
he  meant  simply  of  the  warlike  consequences  of 
such  a  contest ;  but  not  in  the  smallest  degree  de- 
signing to  approbate  a  war.  He  deprecated  it  as 
much  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  because, 
whenever  we  do  go  to  war,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
with  justice  completely  on  our  side.  He  would, 
by  no  act  of  ours,  implicate  the  nation  in  a  war 
we  could  not  defend  before  the  world.  He  should 
deprecate  a  war,  he  said,  with  Spain,  because  it 
would  deprive  us  of  ihe  best  customer  we  have. 
We  now  supply  Old  Spain  with  great  quantities 
of  rice  and  cotton,  and.  since  the  war  with  her 
colonies,  with  tobacco;  with  flour  to  a  great 
amount— 150,000  barrels  a  year  being  exported 
to  Havana  alone — and  with  all  the  prcducis  of 
the  country.  She  was  one  of  the  best  customers 
we  had,  he  said,  because  from  her  alone  could  we 
get  specie  in  return.  We  enjoy  a  free  trade  with 
Cuba.  and.  by  a  late  order,  with  Vera  Cruz.  He 
did  not,  therefore,  desire  a  war  with  Spam,  but 
he  would  not  shrink  from  a  war  with  her,  if  she 
gave  us  just  cause  for  it. 

Mr.  S.  went   on  to   reply  to   the  objections  to 
this  bill.    He  showed  that,  without  this  third  sec- 
lion,  the  laws  might  be  evaded;  that  the  United 
Slates  sustained  great  injury  by  the  violation  of 
this  law,  by  the  loss  of  her  seamen,  (as  well  as 
by  violations  of  its  neutrality.)  of  whom  he  spoke 
greatly  within  bounds,  in  saying  that  there  were 
two  thousand  employed  in  these  expeditions,  and 
forever  lest  to  the  service  of  the  country;  ihus 
raising  the  price  of  labor,  and  greatly  injuring  the 
fair  commerce  and  navigating  interest  of  ihe  coun- 
try, as  he  showed  by  plain  and  practical  illustra- 
tions.    The  mere  whim  of  the  collector  was  not 
to  be  sufficient  ground  for  requiring  bonds;  but, 
if  he  saw  a  vessel  requiring  twelve  hands  to  work 
her  taking  a  hilndred  on   board,  or  equally  suspi- 
cious circumstances,  then  he  was  to  act,  dec.    As 
to  the  undefinable  nature  of  •*  neutral  obligations,'* 
Mr.  S.  said,  the  bond  was  not  to  be  given  in  that 
form  ;  but  that  said  vessel  shall  not  be  employed 
in  cruising,  dec.  against  ihe  vessels  of  any  foreign 
Power  at  peace  with  the  United  States;  in  which 
there  was  no  great  hardship.    .Mr.  S.  repeated  hit 
explanation,  ttiai  tim  bill  would  in  no  wise  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  munitions  of  war.  <fcc.,  if 
merchants  cho>e   to   lake   that  risk  upon  them- 
selves.    As  to  the  execution  of  the  law  at  New 
Orleans,  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  only  stale  one  fact, 
that  a  privateer,  fitted  out  in  that  port,  which  had 
gone  oui  refusing  to  pay  its  pilot,  or  to  come  to 
at  the  Balize,   had  taken   two    Spanish   vessels 
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-within  tbe  waters  of  the  United  States,  coming  I  it  is.  the  defect  ought  to  be  remedied.     If  the  law 
»op  to  Nefv  Orleans;  thus  violating  the  neutrality  |  be  not  defective,  the  defect  is  in  tlie  execution  of 

the  law,  and  the  blame  ought  to  rest  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  for  not  causing  a  to 
be  executed.  But,  Mr.  F.  said,  if  he  understood 
the  subject,  the  law  was  defective,  and  the  defect 
ought  to  be  remedied. 

Mr.  F.  begged  gentlemen  to  beware  how  they 
indulged  their  feelings  on  this  subject,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  laws  of  their  own  country.  It  was 
no  suflBcient  answer,  when  the  law  of  the  coun- 


-^1  the  United  States,  and  depriving  New  Orleans 

,  Joi  the  advantage  of  that  commerce. 

•  •  ;Mr.  S..-said,  he  did  not  know  that  Baltimore 
^l^served  all  the  character  which  the  gentleman 

i^MDm  Vifginia  had  flatteringly  ascribed  to  her. 
]rier  people  were  enterprising,  it  is  true,  and  had 
Ct<^Tae  of  Uiem,  perhaps,  engaged  in  these  expedi- 
•^^iiins,  bu;  they  were  also  going  on  elsewhere,  al- 
•l^ough    more  secretly  than  in  Baltimore.     The 


i^mmissiuner  from  the  Spanish  provinces,  when  I  try  was  violated,  that  it  was  right,  on  account  of 
b^  had  ci.me  here,  came  with  his  pockets  full  of  |  a  violation  of  the  law  of  justice  by  any  foreign 

Power.     If  this  were  allowed,  the  door  would  be 
open  to  every  excess  on  every  pretence.     Laying 


*;«.'>mmissj.oos.  which  had  been  given  to  all  who 
^«Duld  hftve  them.  To  some  these  voyages  had 
j)}en  protiiable.  though  to  others  not  so  much  so. 
"^  man,  s.-eing  a  prohiable  business  carried  on  by 
41^8  neighbor,  not  checked  by  the  Government, 
31^8  apt  10  suppose  that,  in  following  his  example, 
|i',j!  was  not  acting  against  the  wish  of  the  Execu- 
«C'e-  Tl»ey  would  have  been  convinced  to  the 
ijmtrary,  by  the  Executive  Message  on  the  sub- 
^*ct,  and  he  had  no  doubt  would  act  accordingly. 
!?f  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  order  to  obviate  some  of  the 
^i'jecliofis  against  the  third  section,  moved  so  to 
-yjnend  ii  as  to  apply  to  vessels,  only,  'of  which 
^»he  cirjjo  shall  principally  consist  of  arms  and 
ioiunititusof  war.  when  the  nuraberof  men  ^^hip- 
pfcd  on  board,  or  other  circumstances,  shall  ren- 
.jjer  it  probable  that  there  is  an  intention  to  violate 


out  of  this  case  the  odious  character  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  would  necessa- 
rily incur,  if  these  things  were  permitted  with 
impunity,  and  viewing  this  as  a  matter  of  simple 
internal  regulation,  the  principle  was  already 
established  in  our  law!>;  and  the  question  was, 
whether  the  fault  of  the  non-execution  of  the  laws 
should  rest  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  legislative  body.  For  his  part,  Mr.  F.  add- 
ed, he  was  disposed  to  get  rid  of  it. 

After  an  unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  Robert- 
son, to  strike  out  of  Mr.  Forsyth's  proposed 
amendment  the  words  ••  or  other  circumstances," 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 


_Tihe  neutral  obligations  of  the  United  States."      ,       ^ ._ „..  ^ . 

Mr.  F,.referred  to  the  provisions  of  former  laws    the  third  section,  and  decided  in  tlie  negative 

Jo  showihai  there  was  nothing  novel  in  this  pro-  I  ayes  50.  noes  90  or  100. 
.^JiHSion.    -In  reply  to  the  suggestion  that  the  power  I      A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  Committee 
'troposeit  to  be  granted  to  collectors  was  too  ex-  j  of  the  Whole  should  rise,  and  report  the   bill  as 
frnsive,  Mr.  F.  said,  that  CongresN.  acting  at  all    amended. 


l|.n  this  subject,  could  only  do  one  of  two  things: 
Ixpresslj  forbid  vessels  going  out  of  the  United 
♦states  vfithout  bonds,  or  else  give  a  discretion- 
.Vry  powt;T  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs.  The 
■#l|)ject  o]'  the  provision  objected  to,  was  not  to 
distress,  but  to  benefit,  the  owners  of  ships — to 
gprevenl  .heir  being  subject  to  unnecessary  restric- 


.Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  (the  Speaker.)  availed 
himself  of  the  only  opportunity  which  remained 
to  him,  as  it  was  proposed  that  the  Committee 
should  now  rise  and  report  the  bill,  to  offer  to  its 
consideration  a  few  observations.  As  long  as  the 
Government  abstained  from  taking  any  part  in 
the  contest  now  carrying  on  in  the  Southern  part 


•^ipns.  tt  was  not  going  so  far  as  Congress  went  j  of  this  Continent,  i(  was  unquestionably  its  duty 
"t'f  the  iiCt  of  1805,  which  Mr.  F.  quoted,  and  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality.  On  that  point, 
3t*hich  required  that  no  vessel,  armed  or  provided  there  was  and  could  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
,«cith  the/meansof  being  armed,  should  be  allowed  It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  overlooked,  that  the 
Jjo  go  ta  sea  without  giving  bond,  &c.  If  any  two  parties  stood  at  this  Government  on  unequal 
wjther  provision  than  that  reported  by  the  com-  ground.  One  of  ihem  had  an  accredited  Minister 
^nittee  would  be  effectual  for  the  object  in  view,  i  here  to  watch  over  its  interests,  and  to  remonstrate 
the  comjoittee  had  not  discovered  it.  i  against  any  acts  of  which  it  might  complain  ; 

.    Mr.  Fi  congratulated  the  House  on  the  view  of  i  whilst  the  other,  being  wholly  unrepresented,  had 
^11  is  subject  which  had^een  taken  by  the  gentle- j  no  organ  through  which  to  communicate  its  griev- 


;«ian  fro^  Louisiana.     This  was.  he  said,  (as  that 
*;entlem.sn  had  represented  it.)  a  simple  question 
it>t  internal  policy — whether  we  ought  or  ought 
*<iot  to  carry  into  effect  our  own  laws.     The  claims  ; 
J|rf'  Spain  on  our  justice  or  honor,  or  the  merits  of 

The  coni..'st   between  her  and   her  colonies,  had 


ances.  This  inequality  of  condition  in  the  con- 
tending parlies  imposed  upon  us  ihe  duty  of  great 
circumspection  and  prudence  in  what  we  might 
do.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph) had  indeed  contended,  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky.  (.Vlr.  Sh.\rpe  )  that  the 


©thing  to  do  with  it.     We  have  laws  already  in  '  doctrine  of  neutrality  had  no  application  to  the 
xistencr  (such  as  all  civilized  nations  have)  to  |  case,  because  one  party  was  not  recognised  by  this 


Jestrain  tinauthorized  miliiary  expeditions.     The 

i:'resideo;,  whose  duty  it  was  to  execute   these 

■  jaws,  had  informed  the  House  that  the  provisions 

^  these  laws  were  not  sufficient.     The  simple 

'^tueaiion  is,  then,  is  the  law  defective,  or  not  ?    If 


Government.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  whenever  a  war 
exists,  whether  between  two  independent  States, 
or  between  parts  of  a  common  Empire,  he  knew 
of  but  two  relations  in  which  other  Powers  could 
stand  towards  the  belligerents:  the  one  was  that 
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of  neutrality,  and  the  other,  that  of  a  belligerent. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  did  not 
mean  to  contend  (what  would  seem  to  be  a  con- 
sequence of  his  opinion)  that  we  were  a  party  to 
the  war,  and  an  ally  of  Old  Spain  against  her 
colonies. 

Being  then  in  a  slate  of  neutrality  respecting 
the  contest,  and  bound  to  maintain  it,  the  ques- 
tion was.  whether  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were 
necessary   to   the  performance  of  that  duty.     It 
will  be  recollected  that  we  have  an  existing  law 
directed  against  armaments,  such  as  are  described 
in  the  bill.     That  law  was  passed  in  1794.     It  was 
intended  to  preserve  our  neutrality  in  the  contest 
between  France  and  her  enemies.     The  circum- 
stances under  which   it  was  passe<l   must  be  yet 
fresh  in  our  recollection.     The  French  revolu- 
tion had  excited  an   universal  enthusiasm  in  the 
cause  of  liberty.     The  flame  reached  this  coun- 
try, and  spread  with  electric  rapidity  throughout 
the  Continent.     There  was  not  a  State,  county, 
city,  or   village,  exempted   from   it.     An  ardent 
disposition   to  enter  into  the  conflict,  on   the  side 
of  France,  was  everywhere  felt.     General  Wash- 
ington thought  it  the  interest  of  this  Country  to 
remain  neutral,  and  the  law  of  1794  was  enacted 
to  restrain  our  citizens  from  taking   pjrl  in   the 
contest.     If  that  law  had  been  effectual   to  pre- 
serve the  neutrality  of  this  country  during  the 
stormy  period  of  the  French  revolution,  we  ought 
to  pause  before  we  assent  to  the  adoption  of  new 
penalties  and  provisions.    If  the  law  did  not  reach 
the  case,  (which  he  understood  to  be  doubtful, 
from  some  judicial  decisions,)  he  was  willing  to 
legislate  so  lar  as  to  make  it  comprehend  it.     Fur- 
ther than  that,  as  at  present  advised,  he  was  not 
willing  to  go. 

But  the  present  bill  not  only  went  further, 
but,  in  his  judgment,  contained  provisions  not 
demanded  of  u>  by  our  neutral  duties.  It  con- 
tained two  principles  oot  embraced  by  the  law 
of  1794.  The  first  was,  the  requisition  of  a  bond 
frooa  the  owners  of  armed  vessels,  that  persons 
to  whom  they  might  sell  those  vessels  should 
not  use  them  in  the  contest.  The  second  was  the 
power  vested  in  the  collectors  to  seize  and  detain. 
under  certain  circumstances,  any  such  vessels. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  first  provision,  it  was 
not  deemed  that  an  armed  vesse,'  may  be  lawfully 
sold  by  an  American  citizen  to  a  foreign  subject, 
other  than  a  subject  of  Spain.  But  on  what 
ground  is  it  possible,  then,  to  maintain  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  American  citizen  to  become  re- 
sponsible for  the  subsequent  use  which  may  be 
made  of  such  vessel  by  the  foreign  subject  ?  We 
are  bound  to  take  care  that  our  own  citizens  do 
not  violate  our  neutrality,  but  we  are  under  no 
such  obligation  as  it  respects  the  subjects  of  tor- 
eign  Powers.  It  is  the  business  of  those  foreign 
Powers  to  guard  the  conduct  of  their  own  subjects. 
If  It  be  true,  as  he  had  heard  it  asserted,  that  Fell's 
Point  exhibits  an  activity  in  hostile  preparation, 
not  surpassed  during  the  late  war,  we  had  enough 
to  do  with  our  own  citizens.  It  was  not  locuiu- 
bent  upon  us,  as  a  neutral  Power,  to  provide,  after 
legal  sale  had  been  made  of  an  armed  vessel  to 


a  foreign  subject,  against  an   illegal  use  of  the 
vessel. 

With  respect  to  the  other  provision,  Mr.  C.  ad- 
mitted that  the  Executive  ought,  perhaps,  to  be 
vested  with  the  power  of  detaining  vessels  fitted 
out  in  our  ports  with  the  intent  to  be  employed 
in  the  existing  war.  But  he  thought  the  provi- 
sion went  too  far,  in  vesting  any  collector  with 
such  power,  under  any  circumstances  which 
might,  in  his  judgment,  amount  to  a  suspicion  of 
such  intent.  Abuse  was  too  incidental  to  a  power 
so  vested.  A  vessel  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
for  example,  really  intended  for  a  lawful  voyage, 
but  which  unfortunately  might  incur  the  suspi- 
cion of  the  collector,  was  subject  to  deteniioa 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  be  known, 
unless  the  owner  gave  bond,  which  he  might  not 
have  in  his  power  to  give,  and  which  Mr.  C. 
trusted  he  had  shown  our  neutral  duties  did  oot 
enjoin  us  to  demand.  Before  the  pleasure  of  the 
President  is  communicated,  although  it  maj-  be 
favorable  to  the  owner,  the  voyage  is  defeated, 
and  the  cargo,  from  the  nature  of  the  commodi- 
ties of  which  it  consists,  and  of  the  climate,  per- 
ishes ! 

But,  gentlemen   have  contended  that  this  bill 
ought  to  be  considered  as  intended  merely  to  en- 
force  our  own   laws— as  a  municipal  regulation, 
having  no  relation  to  the  war  now  existing.     It 
was  impossible  to  deceive  ourselves,  Mr.  C.  said, 
as  to  the  true  character  of  the  measure.     Bestow 
on  It  what  denomination  you  please,  disguise  it  as 
you  may,  it  is  a  law,  and  will  be  understood  by 
the  whole  world  as  a  law,  to  discountenance  any 
aid  being  given  to  the  South  American  colonies 
in  a  Slate  of  revolution  against  the  parent  country. 
With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  struggle,  Mr. 
C.  had  not  now.  for  the  first  time,  to  express  his 
opinion  and  his  wishes.     Another  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (.Mr.  Sheffey,)  had  said 
the  people  of  South  America  were  incapable,  from 
the    ignorance   and    superstition    which    prevail 
among  them,  of  achieving  independence  or  enjoy- 
ing liberty.     And  to  what  cause  is  that  ignorance 
and  superstition  owing.     Was  it  not  to  the  vices 
of  their  Government ;  to  the  tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion, hierarchical  and  political,  under  which  they 
groaned?     If  Spam  succeeded  in  rivetiing  their 
chains  upon  them  would  not  that  ignorance  and 
supeistitioo  be  perpetuated  ?     In  the  event  of  that 
success,  he   feared  the  time  never  would  arrive 
when  the  goodVishes  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would    be  conciliated  in  behalf  of 
that  oppressed  and  suffering  people.     For  his  part, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  wished   their  independence.     It 
was  the  first  step  towards  improving  their  condi- 
tion.    Let   them  have  free  government,  if  they 
be  capable  of  enjoying  it ;  but  let  them  have,  at 
all  events,  independence.     Yes,  from  the  inmost 
recess  of  my  soul,  I  wish  them  independence.     I 
may  be  accused  of  an  imprudent  utterance  of  my 
feelings  on  this  occasion — I  care  not ;  when  the 
independence,    the    happiness,    the   liberty  of  a 
whole    people  is  at    stake,  and    that  people    our 
neighbors,  our  brethren,  occupying  a  portion  of 
the  same  Continent,  imitating  our  example  and 
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^ticipating  of  the  same  sympathies  with  our- 

.»lves.  I  will   boldly  avow   my  feelings   and   my 

yjiihes  in  :heir  behalf,  even  at  the  hazard  of  such 

:4n  imputJ^iion.     The  honorable  gentleman  from 

ig|»ryland.(Mr.  Smith)  tells  us  that  Spain  is  one 

t^our  best  customers,  that  we  trade  with  hercol- 

•-.cties,  sen(|  our   flour  to  Cuba,  our  tobacco  and 

■  t%.e  to  Ofy   Spain,  and  obtain  specie  in   return. 

•  I|-)w  long;  let  me  ask  that  honorable  gentleman, 
-jwuld  we;  be  able  to  make  these  mercantile  spec- 
t^ations  (tlo  they  deserve  to  be  taken  into  the 
account)  ifter  the  colonies  are  subdued  ? 

^But,  no'twithstandine  the  feelings  which  he 
•Perished' on  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  admitted  that 
li  hecam«j  us  not  to  exhibit  the  spectacle  of  a 
;4ople  at  war  and  a  Government  at  peace.     We 

•  'Jight   toiperforra   our  neutral  duties,  whilst  we 

•  jjr  neutral,  without  regard  to  the  unredressed  in- 
:  j|iries  inflicted  upon  us  by  Old  Spain,  on  the  one 
;  kmd.  or  $.0  the  glorious  object  of  the  struggle  of 
:    ^  Soutlj  American    patriots  on  the  other.     We 

•  «|pght  to  (ender  strict  justice,  and   no  more.     If 

•  {fie  bill  ca  the  table  were  limited  to  that  object 
:  .f*  would  vote  for  it.     But   he  thought  it  went 

3ifther — ihat  it  assumed  duties  which  we  were 
ut  boun(J  to  fulfil,  and  thinking  so  he  could  not 
in  its  pre.ent  shape  give  to  it  his  assent. 
*  ^r.  RANDOLPH  followed  Mr.  Clay. — He  said, 
:   ijiMt  that  tentleman  had,  in  the  outset  of  bis  re- 
^  -iftirks,  fuVnished  an  answer  to  his  whole  preced- 
^   i'iXl  arguirient.  which,  if  not  an  abortion  from  its 
I    Ijilth,  wai.,  the  gentlemen  would  excuse  him  fur 
W^ing,  sirictly/e/o  rf«  ««.     He  had  listened  to  the 
g^ntlemaji   with   that   attention   which    he    ever 
|ied  to  \vy  to  him.     He  had  laid  down  two  prin- 
iijiles  at  |he  commencement  of  his  argument  ut- 
f.~l-ly  fatar  to  the  whole  superstructure:  that  it  is 
t^tjr  duty  ko  preserve  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  ex- 
.^Dg  cotjtest  ;  but   that  these  colonies  and  this 
:  j^iTent  country — unnatural,  said  Mr.  R.,as  I  allow 
i^,to  have^been  ;  I  do  not  stand  on  this  floor  as  the 
'^'«»i^ogist  vf  Spain  ;  I  am  no  advocate  of  the  doc- 
l  ^tnes  or  jif  the  country  of  the  Inquisition  ;  I  was 
J  §r<d  a  Wihig  and  a  Republican,  and  I  shall  die 
^  tlt^e — tha(  these  parties  are  on  an  unequal  foot- 
4  jpk»  ^^^  ''{■I  ooe  has  a  Minister  to  our  Court — I 
'•i|»$y  say  l^ourt,  for  we  have  all  the  essentials  of 
]W  Court,  ind  want  nothing  of  it  but  the  name — 
[  nd  the  ither  is  not  in  a  situation  to  make  any 
:   u:j)resent4tion  of  her  wrong'^.     Did  not  this  set- 
US  the  question,  Mr.  R.  asked— did  it  not  finish 

•  j^?  Ho\|  came  the  latter  party  in  such  a  situ- 
:    s^iion  ?     *Iow   came  the  revolutionist!',  these  pa- 

•  t$^|ots,  rai^e  them,  if  gentlemen  would,  lo  the  pa- 
I'ots  of  cJd — put  them  on  a  footing  with  Aristides 
||[jTbras»bulus — how  came  they  in  that  relation 
kthe  mother  country  ?     In  stating  tliat  facj,  the 

jjrintlemaji  had  given  up  the  position  which  com- 
j^moded  tis  whole  argument:  it  was  no  longer 
j'jiable  ;  jthere  was  a  commanding  ground  above 
a  •  Mr.  81.  pursued  this  idea  further,  contending 
|J;4t  it  isj  because  we  are  neutral  to  Spain,  thai 
are  al';0  neutral  as  to  her 


t  are  aiyo  neutral  as  to  tier  colonies, 
■J-'w  and  color  of  our  relation  to  Old  Spain 
i|JvernmJpnt  did   not  entertain  a  Minister 
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j^e  colonies— and  why  ?  Because  it  did  not  choose 
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to  acknowledge  them  ;  because  the  Government 
did  not  feel  in  this  respect  as  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman felt,  and  therefore  did  not  act  as  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  would,  were  it  in  his  power. 
The  House  would  recollect  well,  when  the  very 
individual  who  now  stood  here  as  the  accredited 
Minister  of  Spain,  was  rejected  by  this  Govern- 
ment when  producing  credentials  from  Spain 
"in  revolution"  against  the  Emperor  of  France, 
or  rather  against  the  puppet  who  had  been  placed 
by  him  on  the  throne  of  Castile  and  of  Arragoa. 
On  the  same  grounds,  Mr.  R.  presumed  the  Gov- 
ernment now  rel'used  to  receive  a  Minister  from 
the  colonies,  because  they  were  incapable  of  cer- 
tain acts  of  a  politial  nature.  And  it  was  because 
the  parlies  stood  on  this  unequal  footing,  that  the 
obligations  to  neutrality  were  of  greater  force  on 
this  country,  dec. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  agreed  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman entirely,  that  it  was  highly  desirable  to 
the  whole  commercial  and  civilized  world  that 
these  colonies  should  be  no  longer  shut  up — no 
longer  hermetically  sealed  to  everything  but  an 
annual  flotilla  from  Havana,  or  a  galleon  from 
Acapulco.  But  that  was  not  now  the  question: 
but  It  was,  whether  a  law  should  pass  for  the  more 
complete  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates.  Mr,  R,  said  he  was  one  of  those  old- 
fashioned  politicians  who  never  had,  and  never 
would,  act  abstractedly — and,  if  there  were  no 
case  requiring  it,  he  would  not  encumber  the 
statute  book  with  this  act.  But  the  case  has  oc- 
curred, said  he;  we  all  know  it,  and  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  on  which,  in- 
deed, we  are  legislating. 

Mr.  R.  made  several  other  remarks,  amongst 
which  were  the^e.  There  was  not,  he  said,  any 
sentiment  among  the  people  at  this  time— and 
the  expressions  of  opinion  from  all  quarters  of  the 
House  warranted  him  in  saying  it — to  go  to  war 
with  Spain.  If  there  were  such  a  disposition  in 
his  breast,  he  should  unquestionably  vote  against 
this  bill.  But,  in  doing  so,  he  should  not  bottom 
his  vote  on  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  United 
States  from  Spain,  nor  on  spoliations  committed 
by  French  vessels  fitted  out  in  Spanish  ports— 
those  which  had  been  once  a  subject  of  discussion 
between  us  and  Spain.  Mr.  R.  said  he  thought, 
with  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  the  House  ou'ght 
not  to  enter  into  the  question — for  a  reason  as- 
signed by  the  Speaker,  and  for  another:  that, 
that  transaction,  whenever  sifted,  would  be  found 
to  have  been  highly  disgraceful  to  all  three  ol  the 
parlies,  France,  Spain,  and  the  United  States — 
and,  although  no  keeper  of  the  reputation  of 
France  or  of  Spain,  he  was  not  willing  to  have 
the  whole  facts  spread  before  the  world  now, 
when  they  would  be  of  no  service,  but  would 
Nerve  lo  degrade  the  American  Government. 
This  quarrel  with  Spam,  he  said,  ha  I  been 
brought  up  and  laid,  as  it  suited  the  Government, 
al  different  times,  &.c.,  and  intimated  that  it  was 
not  worih  while  to  bring  it  into  this  discussion, 
lor  more  reasons  than  because  it  did  not  enter 
into  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Grosvemor  made  a  few  remarks  in  replf 
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lo  a  part  of  Mr.  Clay's  remarks,  wherein  he 
denied  the  oblisration  imposed  on  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stales,  by  the  laws  of  naiion-t,  to 
compel  its  citizens  to  give  bonds  that  they  will 
Dot  violate  its  neutrality.  If  the  laws  of  neutral- 
ity, which  it  was  admitted  the  nation  was  bound 
to  enforce,  could  not  be  executed  in  any  other 
way,  it  certainly  became  the  duty  of  the  United 
Slates,  Mr.  G.  argued,  to  adopt  that  course  to 
which  the  Speaker  had  objected. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  in  explanation,  and  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph rejoined,  each  at  >ome  length. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a  few  other  remarks  on  the 
bill.  He  wished,  he  said,  it  could  be  traced  to  its 
source.  He  believed  it  would  be  found  that  ii 
bad  its  origin  in  treason  and  disaffection,  and 
came  from  men  whose  devotion  to  kiogly  gov- 
ernments, and  hostility  to  Republican  principles, 
had  induced  them  to  oppose  the  American  Revo- 
lution, and  who  would  now  rejoice  to  commit 
to  conflagration  that  constellation  of  worthies 
(pointing  to  Colonel  Trumbull's  painting  of  the 
signature  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.) 
The  acts  of  1794  and  1797  went  far  enough  for 
any  necessary  purpose,  and  he,  therefore,  hoped 
this  bill  would  be  rejected  altogether. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 


Satchdav,  January  25. 

Mr,  Clendenni.n  presented  a  petition  of  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  praying  that  eighteen  thousand  acres 
of  land,  lying  at  or  near  the  muuih  of  Carryin«y 
river,  on  Lake  Erie,  may  be  granted  to  hira  and 
his  associates,  upon  their  completing  a  good  and 
sufficient  canal  trom  the  mouth  of  ^ald  river  into 
Sandusky  bay  on  said  lake. —  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  means,  lo  which  were  referred  the  petitions 
of  Ezekiel  Williams,  John  Heard,  John  M.  Hen- 
dricks Edwin  SpafTord,  and  Archibald  Hayes. 
Ephrairn  Jones,  and  John  Full,  reported  a  bill 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
mit the  duties  therein  mentioned;  wliich  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act 
providing  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debts  due  to  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  respecting  the  as>essment  and  col- 
lection of  the  direct  tax  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  deposiie  of  the  papers  of  foreign  vessels  witti 
the  Consul  or  their  respective  nations;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  were  referred  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  ol 
Missouri  and  the  re.solutions  of  the  llth  and  19th 
ultimo,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read  ; 


when,  Mr,  R.  reported  a  bill  making  provision 
for  the  establishment  of  additional  land  oSices, 
in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  claims  to  town  and  village  lots 
therein  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr,  Robertson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
'■for  the  relief  of  William  Edwards,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
appointed. 

Mr,  Ingham,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofllice  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  American  Bible  Society  ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr,  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  acts  for  the 
government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the 
merchant  service,  and  for  the  relief  of  distressed 
and  destitute  American  seamen  in  foreign  ports; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  con- 
cerning the  navigation  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration 
of  the  petitions  ot  the  merchants  ol  Norfolk.  New- 
buryport,  and  Alexandria,  and  that  leave  be  given 
to  withdraw  the  same, 

Mr.  Bateman,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  and  making  a  road  from  the  Ohio  river,  op- 
posite where  the  Cumberland  road  strikes  that 
river,  to  the  State  of  Indiana  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  to 
employ  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute 
certain  paintings,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  and  the  resolution  was  committed 
to  a  Commiiiee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  considered,  and  rejected  by 
the  House: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipediency  of  relieving  such  citizens  aa  tiave 
had  their  properly  destroyed,  or  so  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  as  to  render  the  same  unprofilable,  so  far  at 
least  u  relates  to  their  taxes,  or  such  other  relief  as 
they  may  think  proper,  and  to  devise  such  meins  of 
obtaining  correct  information,  so  that  the  pubUc  may 
be  secured  trom  imposition,  and  the  real  sufferen 
relieved. 

BILL  FOR  ENFORCING  NEUTRALITr. 

The  House  having  gone  through  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  bill  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole — and  the  question  being  stated  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr,  Parris  moved  to  strike  out  the  third 
section. 

This  motion  was  zealously  opposed  by  Mr. 
Forsyth,  who  contended  that  in  regard  to  any 
eflect  contemplated  from  the  bill  on  the  cause  of 
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\\l  woul^i  not  benefit,  nor  its  passage  injure  that 
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(use.     ff"or  the  success  of  the  patriots,  he  pro- 

^;tsed    tilt;    best    wishes;    but    their   cause    had 

[thing  %l  all  to  do  with  this  question.     Those, 

said.  \i'ho  espoused  that   cause  so  warmly^  on 

J-tis  occ^.^100,  ought  to  lay  a  proposition  to  that 
feet  on  ihe  table,  and  let  it  be  fairly  di^cussed  ; 
Lit  the  jjonor  and  good  faith  of  this  country 
^ould  n(;(  permit  its  laws  to  be  evaded  and  its 
:^(TUtralitY;violated  by  interested  individuals  with- 
.  Mil  an  at^enopt  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 
l:f  Mr.  P/;kri8  supported  this  motion  with  much 
•i|»rnesln(*»s.  He  saw  no  necessity  for  the  passage 
^l^the  bill,  and  he  was  averse  to  throwing  unoe- 
'/{C'ssary  cVstacles  in  the  way  of  the  patriots  of  the 
i'touth,  w|)ose  success  had  the  warmest  wishes  of 
us  soul.; 

Mr.  Vi^ARD.  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in    favor 

li|   the  bni.     He  argued  that  it  was  necessary  to 

<^traio  lUegal  practices  which,  if  indulged,  would 

Jc^Tolve  i:-  ultimately  in  a  war  with  Spain,  which, 

f.ii  occufred,  would  end,  no  one  could  tell  where, 
Md  possi39ly,,if  not  probably,  would  lead  to  a  war 
;i|ritb  oth.-r  nations. 
■\V.Mr.  Jewett  thought  the  third  section  might  be 
.^rtoended'  but  he  would    vote  for  it  as  it  was, 
^^ber  thivQ  destroy  the  vital  principle  of  a  mea- 
i^'.re  5^0  iiijporiant  to  tlie  character  of  this  country 
V)  the  proposed  bill,  which   he  advocated  as  a 
^teasure  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  good 
i»i3th  amcsig  nations,  which  should  never  be  cora- 
l^(omitteii|to  indulge  private  feelings  or  temporary 
T^tatificat  pDs  ;  and  that  no  nation  was  more  inter- 
'ft^ed  in  iiricily  abstaining  from   interference  in 
^jl|e  adrairiistration  of  other  Governments,  and  of 
J/tserving'rigidly  the  maxim  of  doing  unto  others 
^1  we  wovild  wish  them  to  do  to  us. 
•^|Mr.  CaJhoun  expressed,  in  common  with  other 
{.♦ntlemejj,  his  good  wishes,  of  the   cause  of  the 
»{>uih    A^nerican    colonies   against    the    mother 
«^untry  -,-  but  that  such  wishes  would  never  influ- 
^.^ce  hiD>  to  permit  a  violation  of  our  neutral  ob- 
Ijljfations.;    The  provision  under  discussion,  how- 
^I'^er,  he  ijhought  pushed  the   restrictions  further 
in  thoie  obligations  required — that  he  looked 
armei]   vessels  as  much  articles  of  trade  as 
^)|JDition^  of  war, and  he  was  unwilling  to  make 
jr  citiztios  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  those 
10   puti;hased   their   vessels.      All   that   could 
N  dune.i^nd  what   appeared   necessary,  was  to 
(ttouire   l^ond  of  the    purchaser    that    he    would 
fl  viol^ie  the  neutrality  of  this  country  —  fur- 
?r  he  cnuld  not  go  in  legislating  on   the  rub- 
:t.     Hfi  alluded  to  the  nature  of  the  contest 
listing  fti  the  Spanish  provinces,  acknowledged 
•Lai  its  analogy  to  our  own  situation  in  W6  enlist- 
ji  our  sj'^npaihies — but  all  that  could  be  expected 
■Jfl us  by* he  patriots  was.  that  we,  being  neutral. 
l|)}ould  d'-  nothing  to  weaken  their  efforts  or  in- 
<|i|re  iheiv-  causp. 

Jl^Mr.  RiNDOLPH  again   spoke  in  support  of  the 

'.♦  tl.     He  condemned  the  policy  of  following  the 

iiample  of  European   countries,  in   winking  at 

|i|actice.s.  which  they  pretend  to  prohibit,  and  in 

j^vor.  salong  as  we  professed  neutrality,  of  act- 


iog  in  good  faith,  and  compelling  our  citizens 
strictly  to  conform  to  the  neutral  obligations  of 
tbe  country. 

Mr.  HoPKiNsoN   said   that  the  late  debate  on 
the  compensation  law  had  so  exhausted  the  spirit 
of  the  House,  that  the  present  bill  was  received 
yesterday  with    coldness   and    indifference.     He 
was  glad,  however,  to  find  that  the  House  began 
to  be  awakened  to  the  importance  of  the  subject 
under  discussion,  one  of  the  most  important  that 
had  ever  come  before  the  House,  and  the  decision 
of  which  deeply  concerned  the  honor  and  safely 
of  the  nation.     The  subject,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  in- 
trinsic  difl&culties.     Whenever  the  peace  of  the 
nation  requires  the  rights  of  the  citizens  to  be 
restrained,  the  difficulty  which  arises  is  lo  strike 
thai  poini  which  will  attain  the  object  with  as 
little  inconvenience  as   possible  to  the  citizen. 
That  point  must  in  some  degree  be  a    matter  of 
opinion — though, in  restrictive  measures,  nocoun- 
iry  had  more  experience  than  our  own.     Mr.  H. 
adverted  to  the  former   restrictive  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  the  discontent  which  had  been 
encountered  by  the  various  acts  to  enforce  it,  and 
into  the  success  of  which  it  was  now  unnecessary 
to  inquire.     Another  difficulty,  Mr.  H.  said,  pre- 
sented itself  in   this  case,  that  every  regulation 
adopted  would  operate,  as  the  sun  shines,  on  the 
just  as  well  as  the  unjust,  on  those  who  wish  not 
to  infringe  the  laws  as  on  those  who  do.     What, 
said  he,  is   incumbent  on  a   wi«e  Legislature  in 
such  a  case  ?     To   produce  the  desired  effect  by 
all  means  bearing  a  fair  proportion  to  the  object 
to  be  attained,   and   within   their  legitimate  au- 
thority.    By  the  bill   before  you,   what,  Mr.  H. 
asked,  is  the  result  presented  lo  the  judgment  of 
the  House?     The  evil  complained  of  is  not  de- 
nied; a  crying  sin   threatens  lo   bring  upon  us 
disgrace  and  the  horrors  of  war,  if  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  exert  all   its  powers  to  prevent  it. 
He  did  not   wish   to   be  understood   that  foreign 
nations  had  a  right  to  require  of  us  impossibili- 
ties ;  but  a  foreign  nation  had  a  right  to  require 
us,  professing  to  be  neutral,  to  prevent  our  citi- 
zens Irom  embarking  in   a   quarrel  between  her 
and  her  colonies;  the  quarrel  now  alluded  to  was 
between  Spain  and  her  colonies;  on  that   point 
he  found  no  difference  of  opinion.    In  the  present 
case,  however  desirous  for  the  success  of  the  col- 
onies  gentlemen  had  expressed  themselves,    he 
found  none,  speaking  in  their  legislative,  official 
capacity,  who  doubted  the  country  ought  to  lay 
its  hand  on  i's  citizens  and  prevent   them  from 
aiding  either  party  in  the  contest.     All  agree  as 
to  what  foreign  Governments  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  us;  the  difficulty  is  about    the  means 
by  which   we  shall  perform  this  duty.     Mr.  H. 
said  he  would  say  nothing  of  the  nature  of  this 
struggle  ;  he  would  neither  call  them  patriots  nor 
rebels;  he  knew  them  only  as  two  partiesat  war, 
and  what  was    or  had   been    the  connexion   be- 
tween  them,  formed    no  pan  of  this  question. 
There   was  m  the  law  of  nations  no  difference 
between  our  duty  in  this  case  and   in  a  war  be- 
tween any  other  belligerents;  he  considered   it 
precisely  as  he  should  a  war  between  Spain  and 
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Portugal,  Spain  and  England,  or  any  other  two 
Powers,  and  our  duty  required  that  we  should 
observe  a  strict  neutrality  between  them,  to  wait 
the  result,  and  lake  up  tbe  conqueror  as  the  legit- 
imate authority.  Of  the  contest  referred  to.  Mr. 
H.  said,  from  all  he  had  seen,  it  appeared  more 
like  a  war  between  rival  chiefs,  to  serve  private 
views,  and  promising  no  great  or  general  good, 
(n  no  such  war.  nor  in  any  war,  would  he  con- 
sent to  embark,  unless  he  saw  advantages  suffi- 
cient to  justify  It ;  for  that,  he  should  always  wait 
lor  information  ffom  his  own  Government,  and 
so  long  as  the  Government  said  we  must  be  neu- 
tral, he  would  not  listen  to  who  were  the  parties 
at  war.  In  this  case.  Mr.  H.  said,  gentlemen 
ought  to  consider  themselves  acting  for  a  neutral 
country  ;  and  if  it  be  our  policy  to  embark  in  the 
war,  let  it  be  done  legally  and  fairly,  and  not 
secretly  and  piratically. 

The  next  question  to  be  considered,  Mr.  H. 
said,  was,  what  was  deemed  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions a  violation  of  neutrality  ?  A  neutral  citi- 
zen had  a  right,  he  said,  to  trade  with  a  bellige- 
rent in  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  if  he  chooses 
to  run  the  hazard  of  being  captured  ;  the  bellige- 
rent had  been  satisfied  with  the  right  of  confisca- 
ting the  contraband  property  going  to  his  enemy, 
if  taken,  and  had  never  looked  lor  any  further 
remedy.  But  the  difference  between  trading  in 
munitions  of  war  and  furnishing  armed  vessels 
had  been  always  admitted  by  every  code  of  na- 
tional law  ;  and  the  difference,  Mr.  H.  said,  was 
perfectly  distinct,  well  known  and  established; 
because,  in  the  latter  case,  as  soon  as  you  permit 
your  citizens  to  assist  with  armed  ships,  you  take 
part  in  the  war,  and  add  an  important  force  lo 
the  means  of  the  other  party.  To  permit  this, 
therefore,  Mr.  H.  contended,  was  unneutral  con- 
duct, and  ought  to  be  prohibited.  To  justify  the 
bill,  he  then  adverted  to  the  public  manner  in 
which  ihis  illegal  trade  had  been  carried  on  in 
some  of  our  ports,  in  which  every  preparation  on 
board  had  been  made,  and  everything  done  to 
give  vessels  a  belligerent  character,  but  to  raise 
the  flag  lo  the  mast-head  ;  and  whilst  we  tolerate 
such  violations  of  public  faith,  said  Mr.  H.,  will 
not  every  nation  cry  out  against  us?  Or  can 
we,  he  said,  denounce  the  piracies  of  Algiers  and 
Tripoli,  while  buccaneers  beat  up  for  recruits  in 
the  street!  of  our  cities,  and  the  plunder  of  piracy 
is  publicly  sold  in  the  market  ?  A  private  armed 
ship  even  in  time  of  war  was  at  best  but  of  doubt- 
ful character  ;  but  one  which  sails  not  in  the 
service  of  its  own  country  was  to  all  interns  and 
purposes  a  pirate.  While,  then,  said  Mr.  }{.,  we 
insist  on  other  nations  respecting  our  own  rights, 
let  us  not  set  them  a  different  example.  and°add 
infamy  to  the  dangerous  example.  The  plea  of 
weakness  in  the  complaining  party  was  no  argu- 
ment, he  said,  to  influence  a  just  and  moral  na- 
tion in  its  acts.  If  Spain  were  as  weak  as  an 
infant,  and  we  as  strong  as  Hercules,  it  would 
not  justify  the  slightest  departure  from  justice, 
because,  aside  Irom  our  moral  duty,  the  time 
might  come  when  the  example  would  recoil  upon 
ourselves. 


But  we  have   been  told,  said   Mr.  H.,  that  the 

provisions  of  this  bill   are  not  called  for  by  the 
law  of  nations,  that  national  law  does  not  require 
us  to  place  our  citizens  under  bonds  for  their  good 
conduct.     The  law  of  nations,  said  he,  enjoins  us 
to  keep  our  citizens  within  a  strict  neutrality ; 
how  to  do  it  is  a   question   between  you  and  the 
citizen,  in  which  the  foreign  nation  does  not  in- 
terfere.    If  in  1794  this  duty  was  fulfilled  by  the 
law  then  passed,  it  was  enough;  but  if  in  1816, 
the    observance   of  our   neutral    obligations    re- 
quires that  bonds  shall  be  given  by  the  citizen,  it 
must  be  done  ;  the  whole  community  musi  not  be 
endangered  by  the  acts  of  a   few  citizens;  the 
community  is  bound  to  prevent  it,  and  whaierer 
means  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
whole,  must  be  sustained  by  a  part.     In  adopting 
these  means,  said  Mr.   H.,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
inquire  whether  they  exceed  the  legitimate  exer- 
cise of  the  authority  of  the  Government ;  if  they 
do  not.  and  are  necessary    to  the  peace  of  the 
country,  it  is  a  sufficient  justification  of  them.     It 
had  been  said   that  bonds  were  oppressive,  and 
were  not   imposed    in   similar  cases  by  other  na- 
tions.    Mr.  H.  affirmed  that  they  were  not  only 
imposed  by  other  nations,  but   had  been  resorted 
10  by  our  own,  in  cases  far  less  important.     At 
the  period  he  referred  to,  the  danger  now  urged, 
of  placing  so  much   power  in   the   hands  of  the 
officers   of    the   customs,    was    not    objected    to, 
though  the  power  then  was  much  more  dangerous 
and  oppressive.     That   time,  however,  had  gone 
by.  Mr.  H.  said  ;  he   had  forgotten    it,  and   he 
meant  not  lo  revive  unpleasant  feelings,  by  bring- 
ing it  now  into  view.     But,  said  he,   must  you 
prevent  the  commission   of  the  offence,  or  wait 
until  the  act  be  committed,  when  punishment  is 
beyond  your  reach  ?     Take  the  case  of  common 
life,  he  said  ;  if  a  man  is  seen  pursuing  his  busi- 
ness, not  in  an  ordinary  way.  but  in  a  manner  to 
give  ground  of  suspicion  that  he  is  about  to  com- 
mit an  illegal  act,  is  he  not  arrested  and  measures 
taken    to    prevent    the    mischief    apprehended? 
Here,  said  Mr.  H..  in   the   ports  of  a  country  in 
profound  peace — no  enemy  known — a  citizen  is 
preparing  a  vessel  of  war,  and  carrying  out  a 
number  of  men,  greatly  beyond  what  are  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  navigation.     Can  it  be 
supposed   such   a  citizen  is   pursuing  a   lawful 
traffic?     Would  not  this   be   sufficient  lo  say  to 
him.  Sir.  circumstances  warrant  me  in  the  belief 
that  you  mean  lo  violate  the  law;  but,  if  an  in- 
nocent man,  the  security  you  must  give  will  not 
injure  you  ?     We  know  that  if  a  man  lay  before 
a  magistrate,  on   oath,  just  grounds  to  suspect 
harm,  personal  or  otherwise,  the  officer  is  bound 
to  require  bond  for  the  observance  of  the  peace. 
The  party  accused  could  not  say,  whom  have  I 
injured? — When  I  injure  any  one.  it  will  then 
be  time  enough  to  punish  me.     No,  it  is  the  pol- 
icy of  every  nation  rather  to  endeaver  to  prevent 
than  punish  offences. 

Mr.  H.  recited  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  to 
show  that  there  was  no  hardship  in  the  means 
proposed  to  prevent  citizens  from  pursuing  a 
conduct  which  might  lead  the  nation  into  war. 
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J'\jP'heo  aft  armed  ship,  under  present  circumstan- 
ji^p,  saiUd  out.  he  thought  there  was  good  reason 
jtjj  presuqie  she  was  not  sent  to  seek  a  market,  but 
|l|jat  she  was  bargained  for,  and  had  the  purchaser 
>Tiilly  ascertained,  and  that  her  destination  is  to 
jtjjubark  in  the  war;  indeed,  said  Mr.  H.,  she  goes 
lijtot  out  viih  the  intention  merely  to  embark  in 
ji|  but  laies  a  part  in  the  quarrel  from  the  rao- 
jentofiier  departure.  He  thought  if  the  sale 
armed  vessels  was  fair  at  sea,  it  was  equally  so 
port;  for  a  foreigner   might  come  into  port. 


he  said,  lo  exhort  ffentleroen  to  have  some  confi- 
dence in  their  Executive.  He  tells  us  as  plainly 
said  Mr.  H.,  as  he  can.  that  the  laws  now  in  force 
are  insufficient— if  suflScient.  why  did  he  not  send 
his  instructions  to  the  collectors  and  district  at- 
torneys to  enforce  thera  ;  why  send  it  here  for 
amendment?  If  my  Executive,  said  Mr.  H.. 
knowing,  as  he  must,  everything  on  the  subject, 
the  complaints  of  foreign  Courts,  and  the  weak- 


ijjrchase.  the 
^i^ilt  as  '^•ou 


Dess 

it  is 


ol    the  law.  recommend  to  me  this  measure 
sufficient  for  me  to  believe  it  is  ' 


necessary; 


e  materials,  and  have  such  vessels  ;  but,  in  addition  to  this,  bis  own  knowledge  of  the 
Id  answer  the  purposes  of  war.  The  |  law  and  the  practice  under  it,  proved  to  him  that 
^^gumerC  that  the  sale  ol  armed  vessels  was  it  was  insufficient,  and  he  hoped  something  would 
a.^al,  wwjld,  Mr.  H.  said,  carry  its  advocates  fur-  |  be  done  conclusively  on  the  subject  This  he 
^herlhautbt-y  were  aware,  and  justify  a  foreigner  I  hoped,  not  in  obedience  to  any  foreicn  Power 
-^t^  makit.g  warlike  preparations  m  our  ports  with  I  but  in  obedience  to  justice  and  our  own  laws  and 
rjipunitji.  He  contended  that,  though  a  citizen  |  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country.  That  the 
^ijight  sc.ll  his  lumber,  «tc.,  to  whomsoever  he  '  evil  exists ;  that  the>e  degrading  and  dangerous 
IJeased  »t  was  fair  to  inquire  whether  it  was  for  i  practices  are  carried  on,  almo.sl  openly  in  defi- 
inlawfu^purposes.  with  a  knowledge  of  its  irapro-  |  ance  of  the  existing  law,  is  satisfactory  evidence 
Kr  use;. and  whether,  in  exercising  this  right  of  j  that  the  existing  law  is  not  sufficient  to  prevent 
j^ile.  he  was  not  injuring  others.     I  think,  said  .  or  restrain  thera. 

'A:.  H.,  when  vessels  are  seen  going  out  equipped  j      Mr.  Calhoon  said  the  question  was,  whether 
*,en  to  .  le   powder   horn    they  can  only  be  sup-  ,  the  bill  did  or  did  not  go  further  than  riecessarv 
*.^ed  gojag  to  engage  in  ho>tilities.  |  to  prevent  our  citii  " 

"  iMr.  H;  adverted  to  the  argument  of  the  arma- 


^Dt  necessary  to  vessels  in  the  India  trade,  to 
|)ich  b^  replied  that  it  was  not  now  common. 
|d  was  .only  necessary  tu  defend  them  against 
je  pirat((s  of  the  Asiatic  seas.     The  India  vessels, 

?refort.  generally  took  their  armament  in  the 


zens  from  taking  part  in  the 
war  between  Spain  and  her  colonies.  In  reply 
to  an  argument  by  Mr.  Hopkinson.  he  said,  he 
still  thought  to  sell  vessels  to  either  of  the  bellig- 
erents, was  no  violation  of  neutrality,  and  that  a 
trade  in  arms  and  munitions,  or  in  vessels,  stood 

r       .     .  -  ^  ,  ^       ,      - ...  — ^     on  the  same  footing.     Spain    herself  purchased 

Bild,  to  J)e  prepared  for  defence  when  they  ap-    vessels  at  Havana,  for  the  public  service,  and  she 
loachMjthe  scene  ot  danger,  and.  on  gelling  be-  j  could  not  object  to  an  act  in   others,  whirh  she 
fjnd  Ihtjlear  of  danger,  generally  returned  their  I  had  done  herself.     Mr.  C.  entered  somewhat  at 
J|ms  to  (tie  hold  again  ;  and  they  also  carried  out  t  large  into  the  question  of  the  legality  of  permit- 
^5^mparajively  but  Jew  men.     lu  support  of  these    ling  the  sale  of  vessels  to  either  belligerent  party 
^15,  M  j  H.  mentioned  the  case  of  the  Monies-  .  after  their  departure  from  the  United  States,  and 
ioieu.  captured   by  some    British    boats   in    the     in  his  opinion,  the  trade   being  legal,  he  argued 
^J^iawarj,  durin,r   ihe  late  war,   while   coming  i  that  the  third  section  went  further  than  necessary 
\yivai,   Ignorant  of  bosiiliiies.     In   that  case,   it  j  in  fulfilment  of  our  obligations,   by  making  the 
.^s  chafed  as  a  fault  to  the  captain,  that  he  !  builder,  or  the  seller  of  the  vessel,  liable  for  con- 
^  not  |!se  his  arms   in   his  defence  and  avoid  |  duct  of  the  purchaser.     To  sell  armed  vessels  in 
jpiure;  but  it  appeared  this  arming  was  merely  |  our  own  ports  to  a  belligerent,  he  acknowledged 
;4min8l,^for  the  vessel  referred  lo  had  not  a  gun  1  would  be  illegal,  but  maintained  that  they  might 
M     u^'  fof  "se.  be  transferred  after  their  departure  beyond  the 

Mr.  Hf avowed  himself  opposed  to  giving  large    jurisdiction  of  the  country.     The  third  section 
wer  o|<  discretion  to  subordinate  officers— we  '  would,  he  thought,  operate  oppressively,  inasmuch 
d  had  linough  ol  it— but,  under  the  provisions  j  as  it  made  the  vendor  in   our   port.s.   responsible 
Mhis  bijl,  the  cases  provided  for  are  required  to  ;  for  the  illegal  conduct  of  the  party  purchasing 
<•«  of  so  fUspicious  a  char""""'  •*•"'   '  -  •*- '-•  '  — '     •-  '^--  -  .       .  '^      ■'  ^  »• 

i; 


!re  wa< 


,u3j.itiuu5  «  ciiaracter  that  he  thought  1  and,   in  that  way,  throw  burdens  on'commerc°e 
\  little  danger  ot  mistake,  and  that  the    not  necessary,  and  injurious.     If  this  provision 
cer  wquld  be  very  careful  not  to  seize  the  ves-  I  were  demanded    by    the    neutral    duties   of  the 
J  wiihoiji  good  grounds.  &c.,  being  on  his  own  {  country,  it  ought   certainly  to  be  resorted  to  he 
Isponsibjlity.     Mr.  H.  staled  the  characteristics  j  said,  but  not  otheiwise;  but  he  thought  i:  ought 

not  to  extend  its  penalties  further  than  to  the 
conduct  of  the  first  purchaser.  The  experience 
and  superiority  of  our  >hip  builders,  gave  to  their 
work  a  value  which  made  it  more  sought  after, 
and  he  thought  the  policy  of  the  country  required 
that  the  profession  should  be  restrained  as  little 
as  possible.  The  law  of  '94  had  contemplated  a 
war  between  two  independent  Powers,  not  one 
between  a  mother  country  and  its  colonies ;  and 
il  the  defect  of  that  law  could  not  preserve  our 
neutral  character  in  the  war  now  existing  in  the 


uired  J)y  the  bill  to  justify  the  officer  lo  pro- 
d;  thij  difference  in  ihe  number  of  men,  and 
er  appt-arances.  necessary  to  authorize  a  seiz- 
'j;,  and  Jhat  the  cases  contemplated  by  the  bill 
re  suci  as  lo  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind,  and 
ich.  if  not  overlooked  by  the  Government. 
')uld  mcjke  it  a  party  in  the  fraudulent  procedure! 
I  tf  he  lajv  of  1794,  Mr.  H.  said,  instead  of  pro- 
<i|ing  guards  to  prevent  the  offence,  only  pun- 
•:*  fed  ihejact  when  committed;  in  this  bill  the 
.J«irerse  ujibe  case.     It  was  a  strange  lot  for  him. 
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South,  he  was  willing  to  adopt  a  remedy,  but  he 
would  not  go  so  far  as  lo  prohibit  the  sale  of  ves- 
sels, while  the  encouragement  of  ship  building 
was  so  im.'iortanl  an  object  to  the  country.  To 
show  the  hardships  which  might  arise  from  hold- 
ing ihe  seller  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the 
purchasers  of  a  vessel.  Mr.  C.  supposed  the  case 
of  a  vessel  which,  being  engaged  in  the  North- 
west or  China  trade,  should  become  unfit  to  re- 
turn home,  and  be  sold,  and  afterwards  converted 
to  purposes  prohibited  by  ihe  bill  in  its  present 
shape— to  make  the  first  seller  of  this  vessel  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  the  purchasers,  would 
be  an  act  of  oppression  he  could  not  consent  to. 
He  was  willing  to  adopt  additional  restraints, 
because  the  Executive  had  asked  for  them,  but 
he  did  not  believe  any  regulations  could  entirely 
prohibit  the  trade  proposed  to  be  suppressed. 

Mr.  Wright  again  rose  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  in  favor  of  expunging  the  third  section. 
He  said   he   felt  it   to  be    his   duty  to  oppose  the 
bill  as  interfering  with  the  treaty-making  power, 
and  legislating  on  a  diplomatic  subject  ;  and  here 
let  me  (said   Mr.  W.)  call   the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  treaty  now  subsisting  between  the 
United  States  and  Spam.     The  article  relative  to 
articles  contraband  of  war,  subjects   the  ship  and 
cargo,  violating  the  article,  to  capture  and  con- 
demnation; and  the  article  relative  lo  fitting  out 
armed  vessels  to  cruise  against  the  commerce  of 
either  party,  .subjects  such  vessels  to  capture  and 
coodemnation,  and  the  crews  of  such   vessels  to 
be  punished  as  pirates,  unless   they  have  a  legal 
commission    from    the  Power   under    whose  tiag 
they  sail.     Thus,  sir,  by  the  treaty,  the  condem- 
nation of  the  vessel  and  cargo  is  authorized,  and 
the  execution,  on  a  gibbet,   of  the  offenders  as 
pirates;  so   that   the  ullimum  aupplicium   is  in 
each  case  provided  by   the   treaty.     But  if  this 
law  passes,  ii  will  bind  the  American  citizen  in 
a  new  article  not  known   to  the   treaty,  not   pro- 
viding ihat  Spain  will  be  liable  lo  a  like  obliga- 
tion.    We  have  no  right  to  bind    Spain    but  by 
treaty  ;  and  I  had  always  supposed   that  treaties 
were   international   acts,   simultaneously  taking 
place,  and  giving  to  every  article  a  7UtJ;>ro  quo; 
vrhich  cannot  be  effected   by  a  statute.     And,  sir. 
have  we  any  reason  to  favor  Old  Spain  by  such 
a  measure,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  patriots? 
Shall  the  rights  of  sixteen  millions  of  Spaniards, 
equally  entitled  to  our  partiality  with  Old  Spain, 
be   thus  violated  ?     They  have  declared    them- 
selves independent,  and  are  in  the  exercise  of  self- 
government,  which  is  said  to  be  republican  ;  and 
if  we  examine  their  standing,  they  will  be  found 
tde  older    branch    of  the    French   Government, 
having  been  in  operation  before  Ferdinand  was 
restored  to  his  Crown.     Sir,  I  hope  the  noble  ex- 
ample sti  by  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain  dur- 
ing our  glorious  struggle  for  independence,  will 
have  Us  weight  on  this  House,  and  mat  the  rep- 
resentatives of  Kings  will  be  satisfied   with  our 
neutrality,  when  iheir  predecessors  advocated  and 
aided  us  in  obtaining  our  independence ;  and  that 
they  will  surcease  their  lillle  coiiiplaint,>.  and  re- 
collect ihat  It  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  Kings  to 


regard   such   tritles.     They,  sir,  as  the  Spanish 
agents  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  ihe  agents  of  the 
patriots,  have,  no  doubt,  sent  ships  and  munitions 
of  war  to  their  respective  armies  ;  and  it  very  lit- 
tie   becomes  a  Minister  who  has  been  violating 
our  neutrality   by  sending  supplies  to  the  royal 
army,  at  the  same  time  to  complain  against  the 
supplies,  by  their  friends,  sent   lo    the    patriots. 
Can  It  be,  that  this  Republican  Congress  can,  by 
any  representation,  be  led  to  violate  the  neutral 
I  state  of  the  United  Stales  towards  the  patriots? 
'  Have  we  forgot  the  treaty  entered  into  between 
J  Spain  and  the  United  Slates,  io  eighteen  hundred 
:  and  two,  and  her  agreement  to  pay  for  her  spolia- 
I  lions  on  our   commerce?     And  need  I  tell   this 
I  House  that,  in  violation  of  her  own  compact,  she 
,  refused  to  ratify  the  same?  whereby  the  spoiia- 
i  tions  of  that  long  date  remain  unremunerated  ; 
I  and  we  are,  notwithstanding,  now  called  on  to 
extend  to  her  benefits  not  secured  to  her  by  treaty, 
and  which  we  cannot,  by  statute,  impose  on  her. 
I  I  do  not  recollect,  when  she  was  committing  her 
unremunerated  spoliations  on  our  commerce,  in 
violation  of  our  treaty,  that  she.  by  any  law  of 
Spain,  bound  her  merchants  in  the  manner  con- 
tempUted  by  this  bill ;  and  I  cannot  decide  which 
I  ought  most  to  reprobate- her  temerity  in  asking 
it,  or  our  humiliation  in  granting  such  a  provision. 
Sir,  do  not  the  proceedings  in  Baltimore  and  New 
Orleans  sufficiently   attest   the  intention  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  existing  treaty?     No 
case  has  been  found  in  Baltimore,  in  violation  of 
the  treaty  ;  and  in  New  Orleans  the  cases  stated 
by  the  District  Attorney  of  the  many  condemna- 
tions ihere,  show  thai   prompt  and  ample  justice 
has  been  administered.     Sir,  did  not  the  contract- 
ing  parties,  at  the  confirmation  of  iheir   treaty, 
undersiandingly  act  on  the  subject,  and  make  the 
provisions  of  the   treaty  as  they  wished    them? 
And  if  now,  at  the  instance  of  either  party,  new 
obligations  are  to  be  laid  on   the  other,  without 
their  being  reciprocal,  they  shall  be  so  laid  against 
my  vote,  though  I  have  no  objection  to  the  treaty- 
making  power  reviewing  that  subject,  and  mak- 
ing such  new  provisions  as  may  be  thought  mu- 
tually convenient  and  reciprocally  obligatory. 

Mr.  Lowndes  thought  no  one  could  read  the 
act  ol  1794.  without  believing  that  something  fur- 
ther was  necessary,  lo  preserve  the  character  of  the 
country  for  a  just  regard  to  its  obligations.  There 
could  not,  in  adopting  this  measure,  be  any  ap- 
f>earance  of  unfairness  on  our  part,  and  whatever 
was  the  character  of  the  contest  referred  to,  it 
was  the  obvious  policy  of  this  country  to  make 
its  citizens  conform  to  ail  the  duties  due  from  the 
nation  to  a  foreign  country.  Mr.  L.  confessed, 
that  he  hardly  cared  whether  ihe  third  section  ot 
the  bill  passed  or  not.  There  was  some  fear  that 
this  section  would  only  lirnit  the  induence  of  the 
Executive  authority,  without  producing  the  aa- 
iicipaied  benefit.  Under  the  existing  law,  the 
collector  had  been  sued,  il  was  well  known,  for 
enforcing  its  provisions,  and  damages  awarded 
against  him  ;  and  Mr.  L.  supposed  the  present 
bill  was  intended  to  justify  the  collector  in  mak- 
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Ing  a  s^'izure.  wben  reasonable  ground — her  hav- 
ing arois.  »tc.  on  board — warranted  the  suspicion 
;  .    ^f  illegal  intentions.     The  use  of  the  section  was 

■  ;iiclear.  ^nd  his  only  objection  ua?.  that  a  part  of  a 
:.'  targo  i^jight  consist  of  munitions  of  war.  in  which 

pase  a  vessel  fitted  out  for  the  purpose,  might  take 
r;  ^nly  .'•UflBcient  on  the  first  voyage  to  exempt  her 
.*  iVom  d^lention.  and  in  this  way  defeat  the  inten- 

■  ■*  ^ion  oft  the  law.     He  had,  Mr.  L.  said,  no  objec- 

tions t(«  the  bill,  because  the  committee  had  in- 

HUiredjnto  the  subject,  and  after  full  considera- 

fion.  h«(d  deemed    it  necessary;  only,  as  he  said 

^    -t)efure.«he  probable   effect  of  the   third   section 

*  /  ^ould  J)e  to  limit,  rather  than  extend  the  discre- 

\l     ion  of;the  collector.     The  law  of '94,  applying 

J    inly  to. the  case  of  war  between  two  independent 

%    Btates.il  ought,  no  doubt,  to  be  extended  to  com- 

frehenC  the  contest   referred   to  between    Spain 

*j    and  he|  colonies,  and  not,  when  prosecutions  are 

^    ^arnedjup  to  court  for  breaches  of  the  law.  deny 

-bat  reilress  we  profess  to  give.     It   appeared  to 

im,  hf  some  inadvertence,  however.  Mr.  L.  said. 

e  conimiitee  had  not  gone  far  enough  in  amend- 

g  thejactof  ■94— if  it  be  amended  so  as  to  apply 

,«  J    Govj^rnments  not  acknowledged  to  be    inde- 

♦?  i-enden^  <fcc.     He  could  not  concur  with  Mr.  Cal- 

5orN,  i|i   considering   the  ordinary  munitions  of 
ar,  an^  of  armed   vessels,  equally  as  legitimate 
^       rticlesjof  trade  with  belligerent  parties;  the  dis- 
rjinciion!  Mr.  L.  thought  was  manifest.     A  nation 
l|as  a  ri^ht  to  carry  on  a  trade  in  the  muoition> 
•j-Ot  war.jahhough  in   such   trade   the  property  of 
i  ■•-2?*  "f "  ^^^  's  \idih\e  to  capture  and  confiscation  ; 
Iful  il  tije  munitions  of  war  are  carried  in  a  ves- 
:     ^1  and; by  a  crew  equipped  for  war.  the  indica- 
t  ■  fOon  of  an    intention,  which   is   thus  given,  not 
.liierely  jo  carry  on  the  trade,  but  to  force  it,  makes 
;ij  prud»int  for  a  nation  which  wishes  to  avoid 
^^x  or  jrven  the  pecuniary  responsibility  which 
«r^-.ay  arife  Irora  acts  of  hostility  by  its  citizens,  to 
^fquire  |n  this  case,  and  not  in  common  instances 
L'y  conlrjiband,  a  security  that  the  vessel  shall  not 
*e  eroplMyed  in  acts  of  hostility.     If  the  trade  in 
rvjessels  l^^e  proper  at  all,  it  ought  certainly,  Mr.  L. 
>tfcought;io  be  confined  to  unarmed  vessels,  and 
'jjWhenevfr  au  armed   vessel   sailed   out,  it  was  a 
•^|ity  inciumbent  on  the  neutral  to  take  security, 
jtftat  sucii  powerful  means,  in  the  hands  of  an  in- 
;5d^idual|  should  not  be  abused.    It  would  be  found 
.^iat  thi!^  course  of  conduct  was  admitted  at  least 
.jijto  all  ipooks  on  moral  duty,  if  those  called  codes 
. ^f  naiio^ial   law  did  not   require   it.     In  time  of 
.^|ace.  tlje  application  of  this  rule  to  those  who 
^^t\y  ccitne  under  it,  cannot  be  omitted  from  the 
|t»ir  iha^  It  will  operate  on  those  to  whom  it  is 
f|t   expected  to  apply.     If  there   appear  to  the 
i.fcu Hector)  to  be  good  reason  to  presume  the  design 
•.ofaves4?l  injurious  to  the  country,  tnere  is  no 
nirdship;  in   making   the  individual  give  bond; 
«tfd   il   uo  going  on    board,   there  be  a  rational 
•jtrjund  tt;  believe  that  she  will  return  home,  still 
r*.emay  .*eavea  large  majority  of  her  crew  abroad. 
Exposed  40  the  temptation  of  taking  part  in  the 
J^»r  on  (TMe  side  or  the  other;  and  the  security 
lu  either;oase  is  proper. 
J  *-:Mr.  RbBERTso.N  thought  the  operation  of  the 
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third  section  would  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
munitions  in  vessels  unarmed  as  well  as  armed  • 
as  the  discretion  vested  in  the  collector  would 
permit  him  to  detain,  until  bond  was  given,  any 
vessel  which  he  might  deem  about  to  carry  aid 
to  one  of  the  belligerent  parlies.  This  restraint 
on  a  fair  commerce,  .Mr.  R.  did  not  think  required 
by  existing  circumstances.  He  argued,  also,  that 
the  Government  had  no  right  to  restrain  the  de- 
parture of  armed  vessels,  as  ihe  people  possessed 
the  right  of  equipping  vessels,  and  could  not  be 
called  on  by  the  Government  to  give  security  for 
them. 

At  this  point  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Yancey  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Alexander  Holmes 
and  Benjamin  Hough,  which  was  read  ;  when 
Mr.  T.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Holmes  and  Benjamin  Hough;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caze  and  Hich- 
aud. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  William  Chism;  which  was  read;  when  Mr. 
T.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Chism  ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  commuted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  last  mentioned. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stares,  transmitting  copies  of  ratified 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  several 
Indian  tribes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GoLDdBOROCOH  submitted  the  following 
resolution ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
dienry  of  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  town  of 
Princess  Anne,  in  Somerset  county,  in  the  Sute  of 

Maryland. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled,  "An 
act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Flavil  Sabin,  deceased,"  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Alexander  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Joseph  J.  Green  ;  which  was  read  ;  when,  Mr. 
A.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  J.  Greeo; 
which  was  read  twi<:e  and  committed  to  the  Cum- 
niiiteeof  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

CALEB  MCH0L8. 

Mr.  Alexa.nder,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Caleb  Nichols; 
which  was  rt-ad;  when  Mr.  A.  reported  a  hill  for 
the  reliel  of  Caleb  Nichols  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caze  and  Ricbaud.— 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  in  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year  1814, 
the  village  of  Platuburg  was  invaded  and  uken  pos- 
session of  by  the  British  forces,  then  under  the  com- 
mand of  8ir  George  Prevosl,  and  that  they  remamed 
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in  possession  thereof  for  wvcral  days ;  that  Plattaburg 

18  Within  cannon-shot  of  Fort  Moreau  ;  and  that  the 
commanding  officer  of  that  fort,  under  the  orders  of 
the  commanding  General  of  the  American  army  then 
at  that  place,  did  order  the  artillery  from  the  fort  to 
play  upon  the  bouses  near  the  court-house  in  Platls- 
burg.  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemy  ;  and 
that  a  firing  was  accordingly  kept  up  from  the  fort  for 
several  days,  between  the  5th  and  12ih  of  Septem- 
ber. 1S14. 

The  petitioner  states  that  his  store  and  office  stood 
immediately  under  the  guns  of  the  fort  (Moreau,)  and 
were  fired  upon  from  the  Cth  to  the  1  llh  of  September, 
1814;  and  that  a  cannon  ball  from  the  fort  passed 
through  a  puncheon  of  St.  Croix  spirits,  which  then 
stood  in  the  store,  containing  about  one  hundred  gal- 
lons, which,  in  his  estimation,  was  worth  $250,  and 
which  was  all  lost.  He  asks  relief  from  Congress  in  the 
premises  generally. 

There  is  no  evidence  whatever  before  the  commit- 
tee of  the  loss  of  the  spirits  as  slated  by  the  petitioner  ; 
but  the  committee  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  store 
and  another  house  of  the  petitioner,  both  standing  near 
the  court-house,  were  materially  injured  by  cold  shot 
fired  from  the  fort.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his 
relief. 

GEORGIA  .MILITIA. 

Mr.  Telfair,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Jonas  Fauche.  who  were  instructed 
bv  resolution  of  the  House  to  inquire  into  the 
claims  of  certain  detachments  of  the  militia  of 
Georgia,  for  services  performed  during  the  year 
1793  and  1794,  by  order  of  the  Executive  of  that 
State,  under  a  discretionary  power  communi- 
cated by  the  War  Department,  made  a  detailed 
report  on  the  said  claims;  which  was  read  ;  when 
Mr.  T.  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment 
of  certain  militia  claims  of  the  State  of  Geor:^ia  ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.— The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  first  object  which  suggested  iuelf  for  in- 
quiry was.  Whether  the  Governor  of  Georgia  had  in- 
deed been  vested  with  a  discretionary  power  to  call 
out  any  portion  of  the  militia  of  that  State  to  serve  at 
the  expense  of  the  Union  ?  And  though,  in  answer  to 
their  inquiry,  ihcy  learned  that  ail  the  correspondence 
relating  to  this  jK>int  on  the  files  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment had  been  consumed,  still,  from  the  documents 
accompanying  the  report  to  this  House  from  that  De- 
partment, dated  3d  February,  1803,  they  are  satisfied 
that  such  a  power  was  communicated  to  the  Governor 
by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  bearing  date  27th 
October,  1792,  in  which  he  says:  "  If  the  information 
which  you  may  receive  shall  substantiate  clearly  any 
hostile  designs  of  the  (;reeks  against  the  frontiers  of 
Georgia, you  wUl  be  pleased  to  Uke  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  the  defence  thereof  as  may  be  in  your 
power,  and  which  the  occasion  may  require  ;"  that  this 
power  was  not  finally  withdrawn  untd  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary ,  of  the  1 9th  July,  1793,  though 
it  had  been  suspended  for  the  short  period  of  ten  days, 
viz  :  from  the  30th  of  May  to  the  10th  June;  that  the 
letter  of  the  30th  of  May,  which  limited  the  Governor 
to  the  employment  of  (^e  hundred  horse  and  one  hun- 
dred foot,  was  written  in  consequence  of  an  impres- 
sion at  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government  that  our 
Indian  affairs  had  assumed  a  more  pacific  aspect,  but 
was  countermanded,  and  the  discretionary  power  re- 


Btored  by  that  of  the  10th  Jone,  in  eonaeqaenee  of  in- 
formatton  m  the  interim  received  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia l>eing  invaded,  or  in  imminent  danger  thereof, 
which  induced  the  Secretary  to  say.  "  The  measure 
taken  by  your  Excellency  may  be  considered  as  india- 
penaable.  You  are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of  danger, 
and  of  iU  duration,  and  will,  undoubtedly,  proportion 
the  defence  to  the  exigencies." 

Hence  arose  a  second  inquiry  :  Whether  the  Gov- 
ernor had  exercised  the  powers  vested  in  him  with  a 
'  due  degree  of  caution,  by  adapting  the  means  to  the 
end,  by  projKjrtioning  the  force  to  the  degree  of  danger 
to  which  the  State  was  exposed  ?  This  investigation 
was  so  embarrassed  by  the  multitude  of  considerations 
:  involved,  by  the  remoteness  of  the  period,  and  by 
other  combination  of  circumstances,  that  your  com- 
mittee cannot  pretend  to  have  arrived  at  any  satisfac- 
tory result,  and,  indeed,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  rule  could 
be  prescribed  by  which  the  force  to  be  employed  shall 
be  so  graduated  by  the  danger  impending  as  to  make 
concurrent  the  estimates  of  those  immediately  exposed 
with  others  remote  from  the  scene  of  aggression  ;  hence, 
if  a  discretionary  power  is  given  to  the  Executive  of  a 
State  to  employ  the  militia  at  the  expense  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  that  excess  should  indeed  be  great 
which  deprives  the  soldier  of  his  hard-earned  pay.  And 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  then  frontiers  of  Georgia 
were  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles  ;  that  it  was  thinly 
inhabited  ;  that  it  was  bordered  by  a  most  warlike  tribe 
of  Indians,  arrayed  in  deadly  hostihty,  your  committee 
cannot  object  to  the  force  employed,  even  if  that 
amount  were  twelve  hundred  men,  which  is  the  maxi- 
mum  of  force  stated  to  have  been  in  service  at  any  one 
period  during  the  year  1793.  The  committee,  then, 
are  of  opinion  that  the  Governor  of  Georgia  waa 
vested  with  a  discretionary  power  to  call  out  such 
force  as  the  exigencies  might  seem  to  him  to  require ; 
and  they  have  not  found  any  just  or  reasonable  objec- 
tion to  the  extent  of  force  employed  ;  consequently, 
they  beUeve  the  United  States  bound  to  discharge  the 
expenses  incurred,  because  m  them  are  repose^  the 
duties  and  attributes  of  defence. 

The  only  remaining  question  to  which  the  inquiry 
of  the  committee  has  been  directed,  was.  How  long  a 
time  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  19th  of  July 
should  be  allowed  to  effect  a  disbandment  of  troopa 
employed  ?  And  here  they  are  left  again  without  any 
certain  lights  or  satisfactory  data  other  that  the  opin- 
ions of  Colonel  Freeman,  who  then  acted  as  agent  of 
the  War  Department,  and  General  Dearborn,  who 
made  report  to  Congress  upon  these  claims;  both  of 
whom  seem  to  concur  in  opinion  that  the  extent  of 
country  over  which  they  were  spread  could  not  admit 
of  an  earlier  disbandment  than  the  1st  of  September, 
1793,  if,  indeed,  so  soon.  The  committee  further  coin- 
cide in  opinion  with  the  Secretary, just  cited,  that  less 
injustice  would  result  from  an  admission  of  the  claims 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1793,  than  would  arise  from 
the  rejection  of  those  of  the  last  three  months.  They 
therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  bUl  appropriat- 
ing $95,971  23,  in  payment  of  those  claims  for  mditia 
service  in  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  for  which  pay  and 
muster-rolls  have  been  received  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1793. 

CAPTIVES  BY  THE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  C0.M8TOCK  rose  to  offer  a  resolution.     He 

said  he  had  sometimes  been  called  upon,  in  the 

discharge ol  professional  obligation,  toprobeihose 

wounds,  and  to  cause  tiiem  to  bleed  afreah,  which 
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Captive*  by  the  Indians. 
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Vere  ftartially  healed.    It  was  now  his  painful  duty 

xto  adv^Tt  to  transactions,  which  exhibited  the  hu- 

'^man  cjaracter  in  an  anniable  and  honorable  aspect, 

Jand  in'.vrile  and  horrid  defornniiy.    The  history  of 

>  the  ba»lle  of  the  river  Raisin.. xaid  he,  fought  under 

^Ijthe  cO'Hraand  of  the  brave  but  unfortunate  Gen. 

S  WiocKester,  has  been  read   by   this   House  and 

i  <his  nation,  with  too  much  interest  and  sensibil- 

•*«^^y  to  have  been   forgotten.     It  discloses  events 

V  (Which  incessantly  awaken  our  sympathy  and  re- 
f  gret  foji  the  unhappy  fate  of  many  of  our  beloved 
>  /e!low^':iiizens,  and  which  excite  our  abhorrence 
■*  »ftnd  de  esiaiion  of  the  base  and  perfidious  conduct 
^  jof  Ger^eral  Proclor,  who  commanded  the  cona- 
I  fcioeil  lv)rce  of  British  and  Indians,  with  which 
I  jpur  trut)ps  had  to  contend  on  that  memorable  oc- 

.  I  Ijpasion.j^  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  names  of  Allen, 
_^  «Hart.  (graves,  and  Simp>on,  with  many  of  their 
•  »  t'^irtuoiis  companions  in  arms,  will  live  in  the  es- 
I  Jteem  a*id  affection  of  mankind,  and  their  catas- 
i^rophei)e  deplored,  whilst  the  name  of  Proctor, 
I  i)rande.3  with  eternal  infamy,  will  only  survive 
f.  to  be  tlje  scorn  and  derision  of  the  world.  Far 
^  i)e  it  fi^om  me,  sir,  to  cherish  a  .rentiraent  of  un- 
,••  forgivi:^  hostility  towards  any  of  those  British 
H  pfficers^'or  .soldiers  who  have  waged  the  recent 
^JjootesGgainst  us,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  prin- 
"^iplesff^id  usages  of  civilized  warfare.  Among 
ihese,sur,  doubtless  were  many  examples  of  brave, 
Jiumanv;,  and  honorable  men.  Bui  surely  the 
^eneroi»s  Briton  must  blush  and  feel  humiliated 
^i  the  licollection,  that  the  same  country  which 
^  ipave  bi. th  to  a  Sidney,  a  Russell,  a  Chatham,  and 

V  i  Huw:ird,  should  also  have  produced  a  Proctor, 
t  Vyhilst  the  heart  sickens  over  the  consideration 

fti'  his  jjorderous  malignity,  it  is  lorn  with  an- 
J,uish  /Vom  the  remembrance  of  its  direful  conse- 
/  cuencek.     It  is  known,  sir,  that  in  January,  1813, 
^Frenchi^own  and  its  contiguous  settlements  were 
^iienaced  by  a  savage  foe.    The  inhabitants  man- 
•jfested  rheir  fearful  apprehensions,  and  solicited 
^frora  our  army  aid  and  protection.    General  Win- 
•  ihesier.with  a  force  ol  about  seven  hundred  and 
^Ijiy   m>^n,  chiefly  volunteers  from   the  State  of 
i/KenfucKy,  among  whom  were  many  of  her  most 
:  .Ai von l»*.  sons,  promptly    repaired    to  this  quarter, 
;  ii>  defend  ibe  inhabitants  Irom  that  promiscuous 
^•arnagtf  in  which  this  species  of  enemy  Usually 
^itidulge.     That,  on   the  22d    day   of  the  month, 
>4bove  f  000  British  and  Indians,  the  latter  headed 
^Ijy    Roundhead   and    Spiiilog.  and   all  under  the 
rama.id  ot  General  Proctor,  attacked  this  Spar- 
n  band.     They  successfully  repelled,  for  a  con- 
derablt-  time,  the  furiou?  assaults  of  the  enemy. 
^Sfld  no^jy  sustained  the  honor  of  the  country  in 
yf  e  unequal  conflict.     But,  sir,  the  most  wise  and 
"pliant  rfforis,  whilst  they  challenge  our  admira> 
on,  ar«j  not  always  crowned  with  success. 
'Terrc^s  and   fair   promises   were   held  out  by 
Jenera!;  Proctor  to  our  troops.     They  were  tolJ 
-iif  him  ihat,  in  case   they   did   not  surrender,   lie 
iijuld  nr't  be  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Ciidians..and  that  Frenchtown  would  be  burned. 
4'|hey  wVre,  moreover,  promised  by  him,  that,  if 
/^fiey  woiild  surrender,  they  should   not  be   mur- 
j*|;red ;  ^i  they  should  not  be  rifled  of  their  pri- 
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vate  eflfects,  and  that  tlie  oflScers  should  have  their 
side  arms  returned,  and,  under  these  delusive 
promises,  they  did  surrender;  and  with  what 
faith  these  engagements  were  regarded  is  too  well 
known.  Here  we  have  an  awful  manifestation 
of  the  deplorable  ruins  of  the  fall,  and  another 
distressing  proof  of  the  wretched  depravity  of 
man.  The  surviving  prisoners  were  put  under 
the  charge  of  Indians,  to  be  marched  to  Maiden 
But  few  ever  arrived  at  the  place  of  destination  ; 
many  were  wantonly  massacred  on  the  way,  and 
others  carried  off  by  the  Indians,  and  maue  the 
degraded  objects  of  an  abominable  trafllc. 

The  houses  containing  the  sick  and  wounded 
were  burned,  and  the  rights  of  sepulture,  from  an 
affected  fear  of  offending  the  Indians,  were  re- 
fused to  our  slaughtered  citizens.     This  last  act 
of  friendship  and  of  duty  was,  however,  perform- 
ed to  some,  in  the  face  of  every  peril,  by  the  hu- 
mane inhabitants  of  this  ill-fated  region.     I  have 
said,  sir,  that  many  of  our  captive  citizens  were 
made  the  degraded  objects  of  an  abominable  traffic. 
Yes,  sir,  Americans,  our  brethren,  rendered  dear 
to   us  by   a  thousand  sacred  ties,    were   publicly 
hawked  about  the  roads  and  streets,  to  gratify  the 
cupidity,  or   afford   the  means  of  indulging  the 
beastly  appetites  of  their  savage  masters.    Iu°view 
of  the  complicated  misery  our  troops  were  suffer- 
ing, and  would   continue  to  endure  in  barbarian 
captivity,  the  citizens  in  and  about  Detroit,  obey- 
ing the  voice  of  humanity,  and  the  dictates  of 
benevolent  feelings,  purchased  numbers  of  them 
from  the  Indians.     Some  of  the  inhabitants  who 
engaged  in  uhis  laudable  work,  are.  I  understand, 
in  limited  circumstances,  and  stand  in  need  of  be- 
ing remunerated  for  these  expenditures.     The  la- 
dies,  ever   pre-eminent   in   acts  of  kindness  and 
charity,  displayed  the  distinguishing  perfections 
of  their  character   upon   this  mouruJul  occasion. 
They  cheerfully  parted  with  their  personal  orna- 
ments, and   with  many  articles  of  clothing,  to  re- 
deem from  the  most  deplorable  slavery  their  brave 
but  unfortunate  defenders.      In   thus  purchasing 
redemptiv^D,  sir,  for  our  captives,  the  inhabitant's 
anticipated  the  Government  lu  the  discharge  of 
an  imperious  duty,  which  it  certainly  would'have 
performed.    Sound  policy,  which  is  always  found- 
ed in  ju>tice.  demand*  that  theGoverumeni  should 
indemnify  the  class  of  citizens  of  which  I  have 
spoken.     It  cannot  wish  them  longer  to  sustain 
those  losses,   which   ought   to   be    borne    by    the 
nation.     It   is   proper  to  mention,  sir.  upon   this 
subject,  what  I  am  informed  has  lately  been  as- 
certained, that  even  at  this  moment  one  of  our 
citizens,  taken  prisoner  at  the  river  Raisin,  is  held 
in  cruel  bondage  by  an  Indian  in  the  upper  prov- 
ince of  Canada. 

Sir,  I  cannot  suppress  the  effusions  of  my  sen- 
sibility, when  I  reflect  on  the  various  and  aggra- 
vated evils  which  those  of  certain  portions  of  our 
frontier  have  suffered  in  the  course  of  the  late 
war.  Legislate  as  far  as  you  can,  with  a  view 
to  their  alleviation,  and  they  will  have  eventually 
sustained  its  calamities  iti  an  undue  proportion, 
with  those  of  the  interior.  Under  these  impres- 
sions, sir.  I  indulge  a  hope  that  the  resolution  may 
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be  adopted,  and  that  the  important  subject  it  in- 
volves may  be  prosecuted  to  an  honorable  and 
beneficial  result. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision, 
by  law,  to  remunerate  those  who,  in  the  late  war,  re- 
deemed (l>y  purchase)  our  captive  officers  and  soldiers 
from  the  Indians,  and  of  making  such  provision  as  may 
b«  deemed  expedient,  to  redeem  those  new  in  cap- 
tivity." 

Mr.  Harrison  said,  he  hoped  this  resolution 
would  be  adopted,  and  the  latter  clause  particu- 
larly, on  account  of  information  of  an  important 
character  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge.  He 
had  learned,  he  said,  from  a  rejpectable  source, 
that  a  citizen  of  ours  was  at  this  moment  held  in 
captivity  by  an  Indian  in  the  city  of  Q,uebec,  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  where 
the  Governor  General  of  all  the  possessions  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  in  Canada  resides.  Mr. 
H.  said  he  had  been  in  doubt  whether  to  give 
credit  to  a  tale  so  improbable,  as  that  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  whom  the  British  Government 
was  bound  by  treaty  to  release  and  deliver  up. 
should  yet  be  retained  in  captivity.  He  had  to 
read  again  and  again,  the  letter  he  had  received 
from  a  lawyer  of  high  standing  in  Lexington, 
who  bad  assured  him  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  person  who  had  given  him  the  informa- 
tion, that  a  certain  man  by  the  name  of  Fant,  or 
Fants,  a  drummer  in  Captain  Han's  company, 
(whom  Gen.  H.  said  he  well  remembered,)  was 
hired  out  in  Q,uebec  by  an  Indian,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  pocket.  It  was  impossible  that  the  circum- 
stance should  exist,  and  the  fact  should  not  before 
this  have  reached  the  ears  of  British  officers 
there.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopt- 
ed, and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  take  proper  measures  to  represent  that  cir- 
cumstance in  its  proper  light  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  debate  or 
opposition. 

REVOLUTIONARY  HISTORY. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ 
Colonel  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute 
four  paintings  of  the  principal  events  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary contest,  (to  be  placed  in  the  Capitol,) 
was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time, 
without  opposition. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read  a  third 
time,  and,  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  a  debate 
arose,  interesting, amusing, and  instructive.  The 
general  features  of  the  debate  must  suffice. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Ross,  Robertson,  Taylor 
of  New  York,  and  Hahdi.n;  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Calholn,  Wright.  Hopki.nson,  Har- 
rison, Randolph,  H.  Nelson,  and  Grosvenor. 

The  talents  of  the  artist  were  acknowledged  on 
all  hands,  and  the  excellence  of  those  paintings, 
exhibited  as  the  models  from  which  the  large 
paintings  are  to  be  taken  was  generally  Emitted. 


But,   in  opposition  to  the   resoiutioo   a   variety 

of  arguments  were  urged  by  different  gentlemen, 
such  as,  that  it  was  questionable  how  far  it  was 
just  or  proper  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  become  the  patron  of  the  finearts;  thal.if 
It  were  to  do  so,  no  such  expense  ought  to  be  au- 
thorized until  the  /aith  of  the  Government  was 
redeemed  by  the  fulfilment  of  all  its  pecuniary 
obligations,  nor  until  every  debt  was  paid  arising 
out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  or  of  the  late 
war;  that  a  nation,  like  individuals,  should  be 
just  before  it  was  generous;  that  the  subjects  of 
the  paintings  not  being  particularized,  they  might 
not  be  such  as  Congress  would  approve;  that  to 
authorize  these  paintings,  for  the  decoration  of 
the  Capitol,  before  it  was  known  whether  they 
could  be  properly  displayed  there,  would  be,  to 
act  like  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield's  family,  who 
were  grouped  in  a  picture  so  large,  that,  when  it 
was  brought  home,  the  house  would  not  hold  it; 
that,  generally,  in  the  countries  where  they  had 
been  brought  to  the  highest  perfection,  paintings 
and  statuary,  in  commemoration  of  liberty  and 
of  great  events,  had  no  perceptible  effect  in  pre- 
serving the  liberty  and  independence  of  those  na- 
tions; and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  natioQ 
depended  on  no  such  paltry  considerations  as 
these. 

In  reply  to  which  it  was  argued,  that  it  was 
not  proposed  by  this  resolve  to  make  the  Govern- 
ment the  patron  of  the  fine  arts,  otherwise  than 
it  had  already  been  in  employing  artists  to  rebuild 
and  embellish  the  Capitol  ;  that  the  expense 
would  be  small  comparatively  with  expenses  in- 
curred in  decorations  of  infinitely  less  importance, 
and  small  indeed  compared  with  the  magnitude 
of  the  object  ;  that  the  Government  h?»d  per- 
formed its  obligations  as  far  as  it  could,  had  paid 
its  debts,  had  been  just,  and  might  therefore  be 
generous,  since  generosity  and  justice  were  not 
incompatible  ;  that  the  moral  effect  of  these  paint- 
ings would  be,  independent  of  their  intrinsic 
worth,  of  great  value  to  the  present  and  future 
generations,  serving  to  recall  to  the  attention  of 
future  legislators  the  events  and  principles  of 
the  Revolution,  and  to  impel  them  to  an  imita- 
tion of  the  virtues  of  the  men  of  those  days ;  that 
the  time  now  was,  which  once  passed  away  could 
never  be  regained,  when  a  living  artist  of  great 
ability,  and  a  compatriot  of  the  Revolutionary 
sages  and  heroes,  could  transmit  accurate  like- 
ne^ses  of  them  to  posterity,  dec. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution. — Negatived. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  re- 
commit the  resolution,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port a  limitation  to  the  expenditure  of  money  for 
this  object.     This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution, 
was,  after  a  long  debate,  decided  la  the  affirma- 
tive—  yeas  114,  nays  5U,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Measru.  Adams,  Atherton,  IJaer,  Baker,  Baa- 
sett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdscye,  Boaa, 
Bradbury,  Breckenndgc,  Brown,  Bryan,  Cady,  Cal- 
houn, Carr  of  MasaachusetUi,  Champion,  ChappeU, 
Cilley,  Clark  of  xS'ew  Vork,  Clarke  of  North  Caioima, 
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,^»i:iaylo.,Cond.ct  Conner.  Cooper,  Creighton.  Crocbe-  f  riew  in   this  respect ;  which,  after  a  few  remarks 


*?|on,   Cjilpeper,   Darlington,  Davenport.  Dickena,  Ed 

^^ards,  ^'letcher,  Forney,  Gaston.  Gold,  Goldsborough, 

'irosvejor,    Hale,    Hammond,    Harrison,   Henderson, 

.  Jlerber(.    Hopkinson,    Huger,    Hungerford,    Ingham, 

•  i  JrTing  *jf  -N'ew  Vork,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 

,    V  jCent,  5.err  of  Virginia,  King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis, 


•5>laryla/:J,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart.'sturges,  Taggart,    ^'a'".  '«  foreign  Governments,  until  t 

,•  rallma.Jge,    Tate,   Tavlor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,!  ^^^  President  be  had  thereupon,  or  until 

Jfhomai.  Tyler,  Vose.'Ward  of  MassachusetU,  Wend-    '*""  *"'''  ^°"*^    '^"'^    security  to  the   coll 

J/»er,  VVheaton.  Wilcox.  Wilde.  Wilkin.  Willoughby,    '"'•'■""''  ""'  ♦^"  "'"°   ■"  ''""*''-  '"•'  ■ 

.  J»'-  WU^on,  Wright,  and  Vates. 

'^i.  ^*'^ — Messrs.  Adgate.  Alexander,  Archer.  Avery 
^fcarbouf,    Bennett.    Blount.    Brooks,    Burwell,    Cald 


pllarbouf,  Bennett.  Blount.  Brooks.  Burwell,  Cald- 
'Ivell,  (.::innon,  Clendennin,  Comslock,  Cook,  Craw- 
^  |)rd,  Dysha,  Forsyth.  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hardin, 
%  Jeuter^  Hendricks,  Hooks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Lit- 
J  ke,  Lyt^,  Lyon,  W.  P.  Maclay.  W.  Maclay.  McCoy, 
^  lIcKeCj  McLean,  Murfree,  Parris.  Piper,  Koane,  Rob- 
'  rrtaon,  Koss,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Tay- 
^  fcr  of  ^'ew   York,  Wallace,    Ward  of  New   Jersey. 

.  ^Jyhites^c,   WUliams.   W.   Wilson,    Woodward,   and 

"3i  ,ancevi 

^*  So  ti.e  resolution  was  passed. 


ii 


BILt  FOR  ENFORCING  NEUTRALITY 


(  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
f  iill  more  effectually  to  restrain  our  citizens  from 
•Jinterpr^ses  again>t  nations  in  amity  with  the 
♦  Jnited  States — iLe  question  still  being  on  strik- 
4;  ig  out:the  third  section  of  the  bill. 
J^  Mr,  tvooT  delivered  a  speech  of  considerable 
lingth  pa  faror  of  the  motion,  and  expressed  his 
tiiews  .if  the  question  very  much  at  large.  Not 
Mnly  this  bill  proposed  to  go  too  tar,  but  the  acts 
^iJready  existing,  he  contended,  went  too  far.  He 
jivowea.  in  the  strongest  terms,  his  disposition  to 
4jJ'Cognii.e  the  independence  of  the  Spanish  prov- 
*ijices,  aod  hoped  the  Government  would  acknow- 
ledge tfieir  Mini.sier,  Mr.  Thompson.  Ac  He 
.((enounced  the  provisions  of  the  third  section, 
not  |)iily  tyrannical  but  unnece>sar/,  io  the 


trongett  terms.  If  our  citizens  did  commit  act.s 
^1'  hostility  against  Spain,  our  Government  had 
■ji^ly  to'^isavow  any  agency  in  the  acts,  and  there 
Jtfoold  &e  a  fair  offset  to  the  affair  ot  the  Fire- 
^and  ;  Yor,  in  such  matters,  in  diplomatic  eti- 
juiuetle,  ,1  seemed,  the  word  of  one  nation  must  be 
:  jlsken  {r>t  the  fact  by  aouiher.  He  was  nut  only 
fepposej  to  this  bill  entirely,  but  he  wished  to 
jLlod  he  could  rend  from  the  statute  book  the  act 
ijj'  1797,  which  he  considered  aj  infringing  the 
^iirit  of  the  Constitution,  &c. 

1  'Mr.  UARBOfR,  after  an  argument  at  length  to 
ii^ove  tjiat  the  Government  ought  not  to  extend 
Stfi  inhiljitions  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  an- 
^^her  State  who  might  purchase  vessels  from  our 
i^izensjand  that  so  to  do  was  not  necessary  to 
Jtle  raoM  sincere  disposition  to  carry  into  effect 
i^fir  neufrai  obligations,  moved  an  amendment  to 
jf^e  thirfi  section,  calculated  Co  reconcile  if  to  bis 


in  reply  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking   out 
the  third  section  of  the  bill,  which  is  as  follows: 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  collec- 
tors of  the  customs  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respect- 
ively authorized  and  directed  to  detain  any  vessel  bound 

of  which  the  cargo  shall  prin- 

and  munitions  of  war,  when 

pped  on  board  or  other  circum- 

,  ^^viicin-iL.    *'*"ces  shall  render  it  probable  that  there  is  an  inlen- 

Smith    of  I  'i°°   ^°  violate  the   neutral  obligations  of  the  United 

I  States,  to  foreign  Governments,  until  the  decision  of 

the  owner  en- 
--  --..ector  prior  to 
clearing  out  the  same,  in  double  the  amount  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo  on  board,  including  her  armament, 
that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  be  employed  by 
the  owner  or  owners  in  cruising  or  committing  hostilities 
upon  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property,  of  any  Prince 
or  State,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 
And  on  the  question— '•  Sliall    this  section  be 

stricken  out?"it  was  determined  in  the  negative 

yeas  37,  nays  98,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Birdsall.  Blount,  Brooks,  Caldwell, 
Cannon,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Clark  of  New  York, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Conner.  Cook,  Desha,  Gold.  Hammond,  Hooks,  Ingham, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of  Virginia.  Lyie,  Lyon, 
Parris,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharp, 
Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Willoughby, 
Wright.  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

^lATs — .Messrs.  Adams.  Archer.  Atherton.  Baer, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman.  Baylies.  Bennett.  Betts. 
Boss,  Bradbury.  Breckenrulge,  Brown.  Burwell,  Cady, 
Calhoun,  Champion.  ChappcU,  Cillcy,  Clendennin, 
Creighton,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Daven- 
port, Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Forsyth,  Gaston, 
Goldsborough,  Goodwyn.  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hale.  Hall, 
Hardin.  Harrison,  Heister,  Hendricks.  Herbert,  Hop- 
kinson, Huger,  Hungerford,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis, 
Little,  Lowndes,  William  .Maclay,  William  P.  Maclay, 
Marsh.  McCoy.  .McKee,  .McLean,  .Middleton,  MiUer, 
Mills,  Milnor,  .Moffitt,  .Moore,  Moseley,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
son, Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  Newton, 
Noyes,  Peter,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Piper,  Pleas- 
anu.  Reed.  Rice.  Roane.  Ruggles,  ShetTey,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Strong,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Telfair,  Town8end,'i'yler, 
Voae,  Ward  of  MaasachusetU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wdliama,  William  WiUon,  and  Wood- 
ward, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  to 
amend  the  second  section  01  the  bill,  by  striking 
out  of  the  seventh  line,  the  w,ird  ''either"  and 
from  the  word  "owners"  in  the  same  line,  to  the 
word  "in"  in  the  ninth  line,  conforming  the  con- 
dition of  the  bond  required  by  that  section,  to  that 
required  by  the  third  section  amended  as  afore- 
said. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday.  January  28. 
Mr,  Edwards  presented  a  petition  of  Lavinia 
Hawkins,    widow   of  Benjamin  Hawkins,    late 
agent   for   Indian   affairs   in    the  Creek  nation, 
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praying  for  a  confirmation  of  the  grant  of  the 
lands  granted  by  the  said  Creek  I  idians  to  the 
said  Benjamin  Hawkins,  his  wife  and  children. 
at  the  treaty  concluded  with  them  by  General 
Jack.son  on  the  9th  of  August.  1S14.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Harrihom  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  ot  Ohio,  prayine  that 
certain  lands  in  said  State  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Indians,  at  the  Treaty  of  Green- 
ville, and  reserved,  may  be  sold  on  the  terras  and 
conditions  on  which  other  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  are  sold.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
roiiiee  on  the  Public  Lands, 

Mr.  L0WNDE8.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  that  part  of  the  es- 
timates for  the  military  service  for  the  year 
1817,  which  relates  to  the  charge  produced  by 
brevet  corarai.^sioris;  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr, 
L,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  certain  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  in- 
firm, disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and 
soldiers. 

Mr.  Low.NDES,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  makiogappropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Navy  ol  the  United  States  lor  the 
year  1817;  which  wes  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
which  is  commuted  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  support  of  the  Government  for  the  vear 
1817. 

Mr.  L0W.NDE8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Jessf  Hunt,  who  prays  for  the  remis- 
sion of  certain  duties  payable  to  the  United 
Slates,  by  reason  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
said  goods,  on  their  voyage  in  the  steamboat. 
This  report  was  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr.  Hah- 
HiaoN,  on  the  principle  that  the  Governmeut 
ought  not  to  demand  a  tax  or  duty  from  any 
man.  who.  without  his  own  agency,  had  become 
unable  to  pay  11 ;  aod  it  was  supported  by  Mr, 
Lowndes,  Mr.  Randolph,  and  Mr,  S.mith.  of 
Maryland,  on  the  ground  ol  the  established  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  to  insist  on  the  payment 
of  duties  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  The  report 
was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  petition  of  John  Bate,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bate;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  MoaELEv,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  ot  Andrew  Law.  reported  a  bill 
to  extend  the  (>atent  granted  to  Andrew  Law  for 
an  improvement  in  the  mode  of  printing  music  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  W^hole. 

Mr.  Gaston,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Norih  Carolina,  respecting  unsettled 
claims  to  lands  on  North  Carolina  grants,  dec, 
delivered  in  n  detailed  report  on  the  subject,  in- 


troductory to  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,"  dec. ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Gasto.n  also  made  an  unfavorable  report 
OD  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Blount 
county, Tennessee,re>pecting  public  lands;  which 
was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  authorizing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Flavil  Sabin."  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 


BILL  FOR  ENFORCING  NEUTRALITY, 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  bill  to  repress  private  expeditions  for 
warlike  purpo-es,  against  Powers  in  amity  with 
the  United  States.  The  question  depending  yes- 
terday on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  For- 
syth to  the  second  section  recurred  :  When  the 
said  section  was  read  as  follows: 

Ssc.  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  own- 
ers of  all  armed  ships,  sailing  out  of  the  porta  of  the 
United  States,  and  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  citi- 
zens thereof,  shall  enter  into  bond  to  the  collector, 
with  sufficient  security,  prior  to  the  clearing  out  the 
same,  in  double  the  amount  of  the  vessel  and  cargo 
on  board,  including  her  armament,  that  the  said  ship 
or  vetael  shall  not  be  employed  either  by  the  owners 
or  by  any  person  to  whom  they  may  acll,  or  pretend 
to  sell  the  bame,  in  cruising  or  committing  hoatilitiea 
upon  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property  of  any  Power, 
or  State,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Dickens  to  ex- 
tend the  amendment  of  Mr,  Forsyth,  so  as  to 
embrace  •'  by  the  owners,"  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  H  ;use. 

The  amendment  proposed  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Forsyth,  to  the  said  second  section,  was  thea 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  first  .section  of  the  said  bill  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  : 

Sic  I.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  citizen 
of  the   United    States  shall,  within   the  limits  of  the 
same,  fit   out  and   arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm, 
or  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  shall  know- 
ingly aid  or  be  concerned  in  the  fitting  out  and  arm- 
ing any  private  ship  or   vessel  of  war,  or  sell  the  said 
vesael,  or  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  said  vecsel  to  be 
delivered   in    the    L^nited  States,  or  elsewhere,  to  the 
purchaser,  with  intent  or  previous  knowledge  that  the 
said  vessel  shall,  or  will  be  employed  to  cruise  or  com- 
mit  hostilities  upon  the  subjecu,  citizens,  or  property, 
of  any  Prince  or  Slate  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  at  peace,  such  persons  so  offending  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  be   adjudged  guilty  ot  a  high  misde- 
meanor, and  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
ten  years;  and  the  trial  of  such  offence  shall  either  be 
in  the  district  of  the  United  States,  wherein  the  ves- 
sel was  fitted   out  and  armed,  or  in  that  wherein  the 
contract  of  sale  was  made. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Calhocn  to 
amend  the  said  section,  by  striking  out  the  words 
'■  or  elsewhere." — Negatived. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
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e  fourth  section  by  inserting  after  the  word 
vesse:"  where  it  first  occurs,  the  words  '•  owned 
^y  a  bf-lligerent,"  and  after  the  word  vessel  where 
It  occurs  the  second  time,  the  words  "owned  as 
^foresaid.'' — Negatived. 
Mr.  Ingham  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
.  .  en"  between  the  words  •  exceeding"  and  "  dol- 
r^  irs"  in  the  first  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to 
*>  fasert  the  word  "five;"  which  motion  was  re- 
S  rected  by  the  House. 

^/  .  A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ross  to 
r^  -trike  out  from  the  second  section  the  word  '•  dou- 
S,  |ile  ;"  which  motion  was  also  rejected, 
r  t  Mr.  Randolph  moved  lo  amend  the  third  sec- 
l  iion,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  principally,"  and 
■i  jo  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  "in  whole  or  in  part." — 
i  fJegatiyed. 

t  i  Mr.  Wright  moved  to  add  to  the  bill,  the  fol- 
'  »)wing.section : 

i  Sic."*.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  »ny  ship 
lir  vcsM^l  sailing   out  of  the    United  States,  under  the 
l|cens«  .^  any  foreign  Minister,  shall  be  liable  to  con- 
I  iscation) and  condemnation  to  the  use  of  the  United 


I  And  |3n  the  question,  "  Shall  this  section  be 
^auided  t^  the  bill  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
l^ive. 

J  The  l;ill  being  further  amended,  the  question 
|was  thea  taken,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and 
{r^ad  a  third  time?"  and  passed  in  the  affirma- 
yFtjve— ytjas  94,  nays  60.  as  follows: 

tYiiB— Messrs.  Adains,  .\dgate,  Archer,  .\therton, 
Qacr,  B^ker,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Birdseye, 
yitoss,  liradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burwell, 
A!ady.  Champion,   Chappell,  Uilley,   Condict,  Cooper', 


!  A  Bill  to   prevent   citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
selhng  vessels   of  war    lo  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
any  foreign  Power,  and  more  effectually  to  prevent 
the  arming  and  equipping  vesMis  of  war  m  the  porU 
of  the    United    Sutes,  intended  to  be  used  against 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  «fr..  That  if  any  person  shall,  within 
the  limiu  of  th«  United  States,  fit  out  and  arm,  or  at- 
tempt to  fit  out    and  arm,  or  procure  to  be  fitted  out 
and  armed,  or  shall  knowingly  aid  or  !>«  concerned  in 
the  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming  any  private  ship 
or  vessel  of  war,  or  sell  the  said  vessel,  or  conUact  for 
the  sale  of  the  Raid  vessel,  to  be  dehvered  in  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  or  elsewhere,  to  the  purchaser,  with  intent 
or  previous   knowledge   that   the   said   vessel  shall  or 
will  be  employed  to  cruise  or  commit  hobtilities  upon 
the    subjects,  citizens,    or    property  of  any  Prince   or 
Bute,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or  people  with  whom 
the  United  Sutes  arc  at  peace,  such  person  so  offend- 
ing shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  adjudged  guilty  of 
a  high  misdemeanor,  and   shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  ten  years;  and  the  trial  of  such  offence 
shall   either   be   in   the   district  of  the   United  Statea 
wherein  the  vessel  was  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  in  that 
wherein  the  contract  of  aale  was  made. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  owners 
of  all  armed  abips,  sailing  out  of  the  porU  of  the 
United  Sutes,  and  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  citizen* 
thereof,  shall  enter  into  bond  to  the  collector,  with 
sufficient  security,  prior  to  clearing  out  the  same,  in 
double  the  amount  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  on  board, 
including  her  armament,  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel 
shall  not  be  employed  by  the  owners  in  cruising  or 
committing  hostilities  upon  the  subjecu,  citizens,  or 
property  of  any  Prince  or  Sute,  or  of  any  col«ny, 
district  or  people,  with  whom  the  United  States  ar«  at 
peace. 

Sic  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  coUec- 


iCulpepet.  DariiDgton,  Davenport,   Edwards,  Findley,  I  .    O'^;'*--''  

«forsvlh,  Gaston^,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn  Grif-  i  ^"  °^  ^"*  customs  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respect- 
•*in.  Hahn.  Hale,  Hall,  Hardm,  Heister,  Hendricks,  •▼•'j  »utbonz«d  and  required  to  deUin  any  vessel 
Herbert,  Hooks.  Hopkinson.Huger.Hulbert,  Hunger-  i  ^""^^  ^°™  "'*  '^"''••^  ^^^•'•••'  "f  which  the  cargo 
iqrd,  Jackaon,  Jcwelt,  Kent,  King.  Langdon,  Law,  i  •°'''  P"nc'P»"y  consist  of  arms  and  muniUons  of 
.fcewU,  Uvett,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Middleton,  i ''•^' '^°*°  ''^'^  number  of  men  shipped  on  board,  or 
•Sillier.  Mills,  Milnor,  Moscley,  Murfree.  Jeremiah  Ncl-  •  °'°''  circumsUnces,  shall  render  it  probable  there  is 
l<»n,  .Nekton,  .Noyes,  Peter,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pit-  i  fP  'nt«nt'on  to  violate  the  neutral  obligations  of  the 
&|n,  PlcMants,  Reed.  Rice,  Roane,  Ruggies,  Sheffey,  !  ^°"**J  &t»t«»  to  foreign  GovernmenU,  unUl  the  decia- 
^♦flith  of  .'Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  '°"  **'  '°*  President  be  had  thereupon,  or  until  the 
VjrgiDia.iStroDg.  Stuart,  Sturges.Taggart.Tallmadge,  I  °^°"  *""^"  '""^  '^"*^  ■"'^  aecurity  to  the  collector, 
yaylor  o(». New  York.  Telfair,  Townaend,  Vose,  Ward  P"°'  '°  ^'^'^  clearing  out  the  same,  in  double  the 
Jf  MassHhusclU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  W  heaton,  1  "°f""'  "'"  ^«  '*^"«  ^f  the  vessel  and  cargo  on  board, 
/rilcox,  IVUde,  Williams,  Woodward,  and  Yancey.      I  '"Eluding  her  armament,  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel 

1^  nc  \M  Ai  ini.         u  n  I  "hall  not   be   employed    by  the    owner  or    owners  in 

i^Ais— Messrs.  Alexander,  Barbour,  Bennett,  BetU,     rriii«intr   nr   /./^mr«it..„»    k^  .  r.  "•    uwncri  in 

l;   1     II    oi        .     u       L       n  f-   t  1      II    /.   iL  cruising   or   committing   hostilities  upon  the  subiecU 

Hrdsall.  Blount,  Brooks,  Bryan.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  I  ciliaens  or  Drooertv  of  .nv  Prin«  A^r  «.  .  """f*^"' 
)pnnon.Carrof  MassachusetU.  Clark  of  New  York.  '  du^Lr  LoTw  th  wfnm  .K  ff  ^  ,  «*'''  ~'''"^' 
r.arke  of  North  Carulina.  Clendenr.in.  Conner,  Cook,  |  ^.Jf  ^^^^^  ^''^  ""^""^  '^'  ^"'*'*^  ^'*'"  *"  »' 
.Vawford  Creighton  Crocheron,  Desha.  Fletcher.  :  Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  foreign 
»mey,  |ammond.  Harrison.    Henderson     Ingham      .hip  or  ve«el  -hall  b^  armed  and  equ  prid   nJr  »S 

%S,    W^iam    P^   Maclay,  McCoy.    McLean     Moor  J  ^'^tS.^J.ra^rprelext'wb^'^^^^^^   ''  ""^    ^"'"' 
lugh  Ne^lson.  ParriA.  Piper,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Rob- 

.rtson,   K)pot,    Ross,    Savage.    Sharp.   Taul.    Thomas,  

Ijler,    \jallace,    Ward    of   New    York,    Wendover,  Wednesday,  January  29 

iThUesiiTf,   Wilkin,   William    W'Uson,    Wright,   and  t       .      .u  l  .,  .      ^ 

)^tes.      i  I      Another  member,  to  wit:  From  the  State  of 

'.rr,    ••,,  .  J       J  I     ,         ,  Ohio,  James  Kilbodhn,  appeared,  produced  his 

J  The  bell  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-    credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat, 
forrow^  la  the  fwliowing  form :  Mr.  Hdlbert  presented  a  petition  of  the  Berk- 
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shire  Association-  for  the  Promotion  of  Agricul- 
ture and  .Manufactures  in  Massachusetts,  praying 
that  the  aid  of  the  National  Government  may 
be  extended  to  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  either  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  national  board,  or  by  such  other 
measures  as  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may 
seem  meet  and  proper;  which  petition  was  or- 
dered lo  be  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  HuLBERT.  Gold,  Pleasants,  Telfair. 
and  W.  P.  Maclav,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  VVsNDovER  presented  a  petition  of  the 
American  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Domestic  Manufactures,  representing  the  de 
pressed  and  distressed  condition  of  the  manufac- 
turing establishments  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  praying  that  ihe  duties  imposed  by 
the  new  tariff  may  be  made  permanent— that  the 
importation  of  cotton  manufactures  from  places 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  may  be  prohib- 
ited—tiiat  further  and  more  efficient  provisions 
may  be  adopted  to  prevent  smuggling,  false  in- 
voices, and  other  frauds  on  the  revenue— that  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  be  laid  on  auction  sales  of 
foreign  goods— and  that  such  additional  aid  and 
protection  rnay  be  extended  to  them  generally, 
as  will  place  them  beyond  that  foreign'influence 
which  aims  at  their  destruction.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  .Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  sec- 
ond convention  of  the  Manumission  Society  of 
Tennessee,  praying  that  the  objects  of  their  asso- 
ciation may  be  taken  into  the  serious  considera- 
tion ot  Congress,  and  that  such  aid  may  be  af- 
forded to  them  as  may  be  within  the  ConMitu- 
tional  powers  of  the  General  Government ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Rob- 
ert Buriiside  ;  which  wa>  read,  when  Mr.  L  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Burnside; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee ol  the  Whole,  on  Ihe  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt. 

Mr.  Low.ndes,  from  the  same  committee,  which 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oi 
making  an  appropriation  to  satisfy  the  claims  of 
the  friendly  Creek  Indian^,  whose  properly  was 
plundered  by  the  hostile  Creeks,  in  consequence 
of  their  attachment  to  the  United  States,  made  a 
report  thereon.;  which  was  read,  when  Mr.  L  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Creek  In- 
dians; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 

t*     n '"'"^^  °^  '^^  ^^'''^'^  '«^'  mentioned. 

Mr.  RoBERTSo.N,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
ic Lands,  made  a  report  on   the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Miller,  and  others;  which   was  read,  when 
Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill,  confirming  the  title  ol  Mil- 
ler and   Fulton  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Bayou 
B<Euf,  in  Ihe  Slate  ol  Louisiana  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  commuted   lo  the  Committee  of  the  I 
Wnole,  on  the  bill  for  the  location  of  the  lands  ! 
reserved  by  treaty  to  certain  chiefs  and  warriors  i 
of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians. 
1  Itti  Con.  2d  Skss.— 25 


Mr.  SHARp,from  the  Committeeon  Private  Land 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  William 
Daniel ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Coramirtee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CuAPPELL,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners; 
which  wa?i  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

BILL  FOR  ENFORCLNG  NEUTRALITY. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  armed 
vessels,  to  be  used  against  friendly  Powers,  dec, 
was  read  the  third   time,  and  passed— aves  83 
noes  62.  '  j  > 

The  title  was  amended,  so  as  to  entitle  it  "An 
act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States." 

THE  NAVIGATION  BILL. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  lo  regulate  the  nav- 
igation of  the  United  States.  [To  prohibit,  after 
a  certain  day,  the  importation  of  any  merchan- 
dise from  any  foreign  port,  except  in  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  foreign  vessels  owned 
wholly  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  ihe  country 
of  which  the  goods  are  the  growth  or  produce,  or 
from  which  such  goods,  dec,  are  usually  shipped 
for  transportation:  Provided,  That  the  prohibi- 
tion shall  not  extend  lo  the  vessels  of  any  foreign 
nation  which  has  not  adopted,  or  shall-not  adopt 
a  similar  regulation.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  explained  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee in  reporting  the  bill;  its  effects,  and  the 
necessity  of  such  a  regulation,  to  place  our  navi- 
gation on  a  footing  wiih,  and  countervail  the  par- 
tial regulation  of  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  to  >trike  out  of  the  bill 
the  proviso  staled  above.  This  motion  produced 
an  interesting  debate  on  the  principles  ol  the  bill, 
in  which  the  commercial  intercourse  of  this  coun- 
try with  foreign  nations,  the  relation  of  trade  gen- 
erally, and  the  effect  of  our  commercial  conven- 
tions, ic,  were  widely  discussed.  The  gentle- 
men who  took  a  leading  part  in  the  discussion 
were,  Messrs.  Lowndes.  Forsyth,  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Calhoun,  Clay.  Hopkinson,  and 
Pitkin. 

On  taking  the  question  on  striking  out  the  pro- 
viso, it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  36. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  the  Com- 
mittee proceeded  to  lake  up  ihe  next  bill  referred 
toil,  being  the  bill  lo  prohibit  all  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  those  ports  into  which  the  vessels 
of  the  United  Slates  are  not  permitted  to  enter 
and  trade. 

After  spending  some  time  in  assiduously  dis- 
cussing the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  various 
propositions  lo  amend  them,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  first  bill  to  the  House,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sii  again  on  ihe  latter  one,  aud  the 
House  adjourntd. 


Thursday,  January  30. 

Mr.  Forsyth  presented  a  petilion  of  the  Co- 
lumbian Institute,  for  the  promotion  of  the  arts 
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to  lie  on  the 


jldnd  sdences,  praying  for  a  grant  of  a  portion  of 

'  jthe  puT)lic  ground  within  the  City  of  Washing- 
V  ton,  khown  on  the  plat  of  the  said  city  by  the 
?  Xiame  i)f  the  Mall,  to  enable  the  said  Institute  to 
f  jestabli«h  a  botanical  garden,  and  to  carry  into  ef- 
x  )f«'ct  tb^  other  objects  of  their  association. —  Re- 

J^erred  to  the  Coraoiittee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 
)  On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Military  Com- 
Jftiittee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
^jliency*  of  granting  the  bounty  of  160  acres  of 
f  land  ti/  all  the  non-coramtssioned  officers  and  sol- 
^'  ^iers  Ct*  the  Army,  who,  having  been  enlisted  pre- 
^  jriouslv  to  the  21th  of  December,  1811,  are  not 
cnlitU' I,  under  existing  laws,  to  said  bounty,  but 
who  have  faithfully  served  to  the  close  of  the  late 
^  war.  SKid  obtained  an  honorable  discharge. 
M  Thti  bill  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  Uni- 
jf  ted  Stjites,  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the 
£  Comriiiitee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  has  been  re- 
\^  (erred,  the  bill  t.)  prohibit  all  commercial  inter- 
course;, with  the  ports  or  places  into,  or  with 
,jwhich?the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  not 
prdina.ily  permitted  to  enter  and  trade. 
J  Mr. JACKSON  submitted  the  folluwin 
(lion  ;  jvhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  1 
(able:: 

"  Rekolved.  That  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaki^-,  for  the  present  sesaion,  and  at  the  commence- 
tnenl  of  each  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  three  clerks 
of  corr.miltees,  to  be  assigned  to  such  standing  com- 
mittertras  he  may  deitignate,  with  such  daily  compen- 
sation Juring  the  sessions  as  he  shall  pre»crihe,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
fcsentaiives." 

;  MISSOURI  TERRITORY. 

'    Mr.  J*0PE  offered  for  consideration  the  follow- 
iog  re.v)lutions: 

•    "  RfiolTed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 

i^e  instructed  to  in.iuire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 

♦.ng  or  nccuring  to  the  town  of  St.    I.ouis,  in  the  Mis- 

iiouri  Territory,  as  a  common,  all  the  sand  bar,  or  bat- 

^  ture,  foiTned  by  the  recession  of  the   Mississippi  river 

%  i^etwet-n  the  said  town  and  low   water    mark,   and  to 

•  prohibit  thp  location  of  any  floating  claim   in   the  said 

gi  'rerntoj-y  thereon  ;  or,  if  any  location  should  have  been 

^  jnade,    to   prohibit,   by    law,  the   issuing   of  a   patent 

}■  jpierefor. 
i    "  Retoived,  aUo,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
^  ^ands  ^e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieucy  of 
<  |prohibuing,  by  law,  the  location  of  any  floating  claim 
;  .i^n  any  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  the  right  of 
.  3l  •jprt-erriotion   to  which  land   has   been  secured  to  any 
'%  >eltler  J>y  the  act  of  the  I2th  of  April,  1814;  or,  if  any 
uuch  Iclcation  should  have  been   made,  to  prohibit,  by 
4aw,  thj  issuing  of  a  patent  therefor. 
^    "  Re  wired,  also.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
^Lands  be  instructed   to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
■.prohibiting,  by  law,  the  location  of  any  floating  claim 
"in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  on  any   lands,  the  right, 
.<itle,  or  claim  to  which  has  been  at  any  time  heretofore 
^%iven  ifotice  of,  or  filed    with   either  of  the  boards  of 
commijiiumers  in  said   Territory,  or  with  the  recorder 
''<*>{  Ian*!  titles,  acting  as  such   under  any   law  uf  Con- 
^rtss  f^r  the  adjustment  of  land   titles  in  said  Terrtto- 
.ry  ;  or 'if  any  such  location  should  have  been  made,  to 
*probib«,  by  law,  the  issuing  of  patenU  therefor. 
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"  Resolved,  alto.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting,  by  law.  the  location  of  any  floating  claim 
in  the  Territory  of  Misaouri,  on  any  town  lot,  village 
lot,  out  lot,  or  common  field  lot,  or  commons,'  in,  ad- 
joining or  appertaining  to  any  of  the  towns  or  Tillage* 
in  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  or,  if  any  such  location 
shall  have  been  made,  to  prohibit,  by  law,  the  issuing 
of  patents  therefor." 

Mr.  Pope  explained  the  objects  of  these  reso- 
lutions. In  regard  to  the  first  he  .said,  that,  un- 
der the  law  passed  at  a  former  session,  (authoriz- 
ing the  transfer  of  land  claims  from  the  county  of 
New  Madrid  to  other  vacant  lands  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.)  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
appropriate  a  piece  of  land  usually  called  bat- 
ture,  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  the  pos- 
session of  which,  in  this  manner  obtained,  would 
probably  be  extremely  detrimental  to  the  town  of 
St.  Louis,  subjecting  its  prosperity  to  the  will  of 
the  owner  of  that  property.  In  regard  to  the  sec- 
ond, it  was  predicated  on  the  injustice  of  permit- 
ting pre-emption  claims  (already  recognised  by 
law)  from  being  covered  by  other  patents,  dtc. 
With  respect  to  the  third,  he  said  that  involved  a 
jpatter  of  more  difficulty.  The  act  of  Congress 
for  the  settlement  of  land  claims  in  the  Missouri 
Territory  made  the  decisions  of  the  commission- 
ers thereon  final,  when  the  claims  should  be  fa- 
vorably adjudged  ;  when  otherwise,  the  decisions 
were  not  hnal,  hut  were  referred  by  the  act  to  the 
decision  of  Congress,  in  respect  to  the  question 
between  the  United  States  and  the  claimants. 
Congress  not  having  yet  legislated  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  claims  yet  stood  against  the  Govern- 
ment; and  as  in  >ome  cases  the  claims  had  been 
irapro|>erly  rejected  by  the  commissioners,  a 
would  not  be  proper  to  permit  those  who  obtain- 
ed the  bounty  of  Government,  to  locate  their 
grants  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deprive  such  indi- 
viduals of  their  rights.  The  fourth  regarded  town 
lots,  which  It  would  be  injudicious  and  unfair  to 
suffer  individuals  to  locate  claims  on,  &c. 

Theresolutions  wereadopted  without  objection. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  •'  to  prohibit  all 
commercial  inlercourrc  with  ports  or  places  into, 
or  with  which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and  trade.^' 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  ob.served  that  it 
was  only  necessiry  to  suggest  to  the  Coramittte 
the  great  importance  of  the  subject  under  di.scus- 
sion  to  insure  to  it  all  the  attention  it  demanded. 
It  was  not  a  subject  that  respected  particular 
sections  of  the  country,  but  it  had  a  direct  bear- 
ing upon  our  national  prosperity  and  national  de- 
fence. Commerce  and  navigatiun  were  indeed 
indivisible,  and  their  intimate  connexion  with  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interest  was 
known  t;)  all.  The  regulations  propo-ed  by  the 
bill  bure  no  analogy  to  the  restrictive  system, 
coiniuencing  with  the  non-importation  act  of 
1806.  and  ending  in  war  in  1812;  that  was  not 
to  regulate  commerce,  but  to  coovert  it  luto  aa 
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engine  of  war,  which  reacted  with  greater  f«rce 
upon  our  citizens  than  it  acted  upon  our  enemy. 
The  present  regulations,  if  adopted,  would  be  in 
self-defence,  to  retaliate  upon  foreign  nations  seme 
of  their  injurious  impositions.     It  never  had  been 
the  policy  of  this  country  to  begin  a  system  of 
this  kind,  but  it  is  her   true  policy  to  countervail 
the  regulations  of  other  nation*.     An  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  (.Mr.  Calhou.n.) 
who  does  not  appear  to  have  examined  this  sub- 
ject with  his  usual  accuracy  and  preci-iion.  in  the 
lew  observations    he  submitted   yesterday,  thinks 
that  regulations  of  the  kind  contemplated  by  this 
bill  ought  to  be  the  subject  of  compact  or  treaty  : 
why    then    is    the    power  to  regulate  commerce 
vested  in  Congress?     Especially  if  the  doctrine 
contended  for   by  some    honorable  gentlemen   be 
correct, as  in  the  case  of  the  late  commercial  con- 
rention  with   Great   Britain,  that  the  sanction  of 
Congress  is  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  such 
a  convention  ?     But,  sir,  it  requires  theconsent  of 
two   nations  to  form  a  treaty,  though   we  may 
pass  laws  regulating  commerce.     And  such  laws 
are     infinitely    more     permanent    than    treaties. 
Take  the  case  of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  her 
celebrated  navigation  act  ;   which  has  now  existed 
for  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.     How 
often    have   her  treaties,   within   that  time,  been 
renewed,  with  the  principal  nations  of  Europe! 
Laws  thus  passed,  thus  permanent,  arenot  liable  to 
be  torn  asunder  by  every  blast  of  war.    But,  sir.  we 
have  no  option  left— some  of  the  nations  of  Europe, 
one  at  least,  has  established   her   regulations,  in- 
jurious as  we  think  to  our  navigation,  and  refuses 
to  treat  on   the   subject;  nor  will  she  ever  treat 
thereon,  if  you  thus  acquiesce.     A  free  ami  fair 
commerce  with  all  the  world  is  what  we  wish — 
an  absence  of  all  restrictions;  but  if  other  nations 
will  not  pursue  this  course,  we  must  retaliate,  or 
sacrifice  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

I  wish,  sir,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  language  and  opinions  of  some  of 
our  most  distinguished  state>men  on  this  subject. 
In  1784,  the  report  of  a  committee  of  Congress 
under  the  Confederation — twouf  which  cominittee 
were  Mr.  Jefl^erson  and  the  late  Vice  President, 
Mr.  Gerry — contains  these  paragraphs: 

"The  trust  reposed  in  Congress  renders  it  their 
duty  to  be  attentive  to  the  conduct  of  foreign  nations, 
and  to  prevent  or  restrain,  as  far  as  may  be,  all  such 
proceedings  as  might  prove  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  The  situation  of  con.raercc  at  this  time  claims 
the  attention  of  the  several  States,  and  few  objects  of 
greater  importance  can  present  themselves  to  their 
notice,  'i'he  fortune  of  every  citiien  is  interested  in 
the  success  thereof;  for  it  is  the  constant  source  of 
wealth  and  incentive  to  industry  ;  and  the  value  of  our 
produce  and  our  land  must  ever  rise  or  fall  in  propor- 
tion to  the  prosperous  or  adverse  state  oi  trade. 

"Already  has  Great  Britain  adopted  regulations  de- 
■truclive  ol  our  commerce  with  her  West  India  islands. 
There  was  reason  to  expect  that  measures  so  unequal, 
and  so  little  calculated  to  promote  mercantile  inter- 
course, would  not  be  persevered  in  by  an  enlightened 
nauoii.     but  these  measures  are  growing  into  system." 

Another  committee  of  that  honorable  body  ia 


1785— Colonel  Monroe,  the  President  elect,  was 
one — in  a  letter  to  the  States,  says: 

"  Possessing  no  advantages  in  the  ports  of  his  owa 
country,  and  subjected  to  much  higher  duties  and  re- 
strictions in  those  of  other  Powers,  it  will  necessarily- 
become  the  interest  of  the  American  merchant  to  ahip 
his  produce  in  foreign  bottoms  ;  of  course  their  pros- 
pects of  national  consequence  must  decline,  their  mer- 
chanU  become  only  the  agenU  and  retailers  of  those 
of  foreign  Powers,  their  extensive  forests  be  hewn  down 
and  laid  waste,  to  add  to  their  strength  and  national 
resources,  and  the  American  flag  be  rarely  seen  upon 
the  face  of  the  seas."  •«  If  they  (the  States)  wish  to 
cement  the  Union  by  the  strongest  ties  of  interest  and 
aflfeclion  ;  if  they  wish  to  promote  its  strength  and 
grandeur,  founded  upon  that  of  each  individual  State, 
every  consideration  of  local  as  well  as  of  Federal  pol- 
icy urge  them  to  adopt  the  following  recommendation  :" 
To  vest  Congress  with  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce. Our  present  Constitution  gave  them  that 
power,  the  Use  they  will  make  of  it,  on  this  sub- 
ject we  are  yet  to  learn. 

In  1793,  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
ot  Representatives,  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary 
ol  State,  made  an  able  and  highly  important  re- 
port, on  the  privilegesand  restrictions  of  our  com- 
merce in  foreign  countries,  in  which  he  says: 

"  Our  commerce  is  certainly  of  a  character  to  entitle 
it  to  favor  in  most  countries.  The  commodities  we 
ofler  are  necessaries  of  life,  or  materials  for  manufac- 
ture, or  convenient  subjects  of  revenue  ;  and  we  take 
in  exchange  either  manufactures,  when  they  have  re- 
ceived the  last  finish  of  art  and  industry,  or  mere  lux- 
uries. Such  customers  may  reasonably  expect  wel- 
come and  friendly  treatment  at  every  market.  Cus- 
tomers, too,  whose  demands  increasing  with  their 
wealth  and  popuUtion,  must  very  shortly  give  full  em- 
ployment to  the  whole  industry  of  any  nation  what- 
ever, m  any  line  of  supply  they  may  get  into  the  habit 
of  calling  for  from  it. 

"  But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wishes,  sup- 
pose It  may  better  find  its  advantage  by  continuing  iu 
system  of  prohibitions,  duties  and  regulations,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  protect  our  citizens,  their  commerce  and 
navigation,  by  counter  prohibitions,  duties,  and  regu- 
lations, also.  Free  commerce  and  navigation  are  not 
to  be  given  in  exchange  for  restrictions  and  vexations ; 
nor  are  they  likely  to  produce  a  relaxation  of  them. 

"  Our  navigation  involves  still  higher  consideration*. 
.\s  a  branch  of  industry  it  is  valuable,  but  as  a  resource 
of  defence,  essential." 

How  fully  was  this  verified  in  our  late  war,  by 
the  brilliant  achievements  of  our  gallant  Nav — 
so  honorable  to  our  country — so  glorious  to  our 
naval  heroes  ! 

"  Iu  value  as  a  branch  ol  industry  is  enhanced  by 
the  dependence  of  so  many  other  branches  on  it.  In 
times  of  general  peace  it  multiplies  competitors  for  em- 
ployment in  transportation,  and  so  keeps  that  at  its 
proper  level ;  and  in  times  of  war,  that  is  to  say,  when 
those  nations  who  may  be  our  principal  carriers  shall 
be  at  war  with  each  other,  if  we  have  not  within  our- 
selves the  means  of  transportation,  our  produce  must 
be  exported  in  belligerent  vessels,  at  the  increaited  ex- 
pense oi  war  freight  and  insurance,  and  the  articles 
which  will  not  bear  that  must  perish  on  our  hands. 

"  But  it  is  as  a  resource  of  defence,  that  our  navi- 
gation will  admit  neither  neglect  nor  forbearance.  Tha 
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•ea-boari 
*>  too,  a  CO 
■^  J»nlj   in- 


f  ♦  ^xMition  and  circumstances  of  the  United  States,  leave 

•■'•J  Jhem  nothing  to  fear  on  their  land-board,  and  nothing 

^^  4o  desire  beyond  their   present  nght«.     But  on  their 

^ea-board  they  are  open  to  injury,  and  they  have  there, 

commerce   "which   must  be  protected  ;  thia  can 

done  by  [.ossessing  a  respectable  body  of  cit- 

^  |ien  senmen,  and  uf  artists  and  establishments  in  read- 

t-*  mesa  for  ship  building. 

-^      "The  carriage  of  our  own  commodities,  if  once  e«- 
."  *  ♦ablished  in  another  channel,  cannot  be  resumed  in 
^ne  moment  we   may  desire.     If  we  lose  the  seamen 
*^lnd  artists,  whom  it  now  occupies,  we  lose  the  present 
f  iieans  .if  marine  defence  ;  and  lime  will  not  be  requi- 
em ^te  to  raise  up  others  ;  when  disgrace   or  losses  bring 
•  ^  Aome  to  our  feelings   the  error  of  having   abandoned 
;  i  |hem.     The  materials  for  maintaining  our  due  share  of 
J  {navigation  are  ours  in  abundance;  and,  as  the  mode 
■^"  'if  usiiig  them,  we  have  only  to  adopt  the  principles  of 
«  fhose  who  put  ua  on  the  defensive,  or  others  equivalent 
i  ^nd  b<itter  fitted  to  our  circumstances. 
'     "  Where  a  nation  imposes  high  duties  on  our  pro- 
'^actions,  or  prohibits  them  altogether,  it  may  be  pro- 
I  jper  for  us  to  do  the  same  by  theirs. 

J  J   "  W  here  a  nation  refuses  to  receive  in  our  vessels  any 
()roducuon8  but  our  own,  we  may  refuse  to  receire  in 

V  'Jieirs  #ny  but  their  own  productions. 

■  i  "  VVhere  a  nation  refuses  to  our  vessels  the  carriage 
j  %!ven  of  our  own  productions,  to  certain  countries  under 
'I  ^\ei  do  ainion,  we  might  refuse  to  theirs,  of  every  de- 

*  ^cription,  carriage  of  the  same  productions  to  the  same 
1  ^untries. 

M  .     "But  as  justice  and  good  neighborhood  would  die- 

■  late,  that  those  who  have  no  part  in  imposing  the  re- 
«  "itrictiun  on  us,  should  not  be  the  victims  of  measures 
S  adopted  to  defeat  its  effect,  it  may  be  proper  to  confine 
2,'   the  rcrtriction  to  vessels  owned  or  navigated   by  any 

subjects  of  the  same  dominant  Power,  other  than  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  to  which  the  said  produc- 
Uions  are  to  be  carried.  And  to  prevent  all  inconve- 
'jiience.to  the  said  inhabit^ts,  and  to  our  own,  by  too 
Uudden  a  check  on  the  means  of  transportation,  we 
^  |may  continue  to  admit  the  vessels  marked  for  future 
Jt  «xclusion,on  an  advanced  tonnage,  and  for  such  length 
of  time  only,  as  will  be  supposed  necessary,  to  provide 
,againbt  such  inconvenience." 

i  Socb.  sir.  were  the  opinions  and  views  of  some 
of  our  most  distinguished  statesmen,  and  such 
•were  the  principles  of  policy  recommended  by 
them. -for  the  adoption  of  their  country — equally 
applic^ible  to  our  present  situation— equally  ne- 
cessary now  to  b«  adopted.  That  they  were  not 
^  called  upon  at  an  earlier  period,  the  convulsed 
"•  state  nf  Europe,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
S  French  revolution,  in  17S9.  to  the  termination  of 
t  the  laie  conflict  in  Europe,  furnishes  a  sufficient 
w  reason.  But,  sir,  Congros  ought  before  to  hav*" 
||  .^cted  upon  this  subject — before  the  terminHtion 
J  of  thit  conflict — before  the  negotiation  of  the  late 

•  comtiicrcial  convention  of  London.     Grt-at  Brit- 
ain did  this:    she  revised  her  navigation  laws; 

■  formed  a  new  tariff,  or  greatly  altered  her  formiT, 
.i^rnd  adapted  the  whole  to  a  state  of  peace  in  Eu- 
^.t^ope  aud  with  America.     And  although  in  ili.it 

V  \convei>tion  she  profes>es  to  j)ut  the  direct  trade 
j  'between  the  two  countries  upon  a  perfect  footing 
♦r  ^of  redprocily,  yet  she  had  before  secured  the 
:„  'principal  advantages  to  her  own  ships  and  sub- 
2i  Jjwis.I   In  a  word,  (and  in  the  words  of  .Mr.  Jcf- 


I 


ferson's  report,)  we  did  give  '=  her  commerce  and 
navigation  in  exchange  for  restrictions  and  vex- 
ations." We  admit  all  her  productions;  she  re- 
fuses or  lays  prohibitory  duties  on  many  of  ours. 
All  our  ports  are  open  to  her;  one-third  of  her 
ports  are  closed  against  us.  She  told  our  Com- 
missioners we  had  nothing  to  offer  in  exchange 
for  her  colonial  ports.  Have  we  not  a  moat 
extensive  and  lucrative  commerce  to  offer  for 
them — a  commerce,  if  not  essentia!  to  their  exist- 
ence, at  least  necessary  to  their  growth  and  pros- 
perity ?  Shall  it  be  said  we  have  nothing  to  offer 
for  the  trade  of  these  colonies,  when  they  now 
receive  in  British  bottoms  three-quarters  of  their 
supplies  from  us  ?  No,  sir  ;  pass  the  laws  on  your 
table,  and  at  your  next  negoiiaiion  you  will  hare 
in  them  stronger  arguments  than  any  of  your 
Commissioners  had  at  the  formation  of  the  late 
convention,  as  it  respects  the  colonial  trade.  In 
little  more  than  two  years  that  convention  will 
expire.  You  will  probably  treat  again  upon  the 
subjects  embraced  by  it.  These  laws  will  aid 
you  in  obtaining  a  true  reciprocity  in  commerce. 
All  nations  disposed  to  act  on  high  and  honora- 
ble principles  will  And  America  anxious  to  do  the 
same.  If  they  are  disposed  to  remove  all  restric- 
tions from  commerce,  America  will  do  the  same. 
Such  is  the  language  of  her  statesmen,  quoted 
above;  >uch  the  language  of  her  laws.  .Unsoli- 
cited, she  long  since  passed  a  law  offering  to  all 
commercial  traders  to  abolish  all  discriminating 
duties,  that  commerce,  like  the  ocean  on  which  it 
floats,  might  find  its  proper  level ;  that  the  ocean 
might  indeed  become  the  great,  the  common, and 
the  .safe  highway  of  nations,  where  the  citizens 
and  subjects  might  meet  as  friends. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  principal  features  of  the  Brit- 
ish navigation  act.  It  i«  a  wise  and  aged  moni- 
tor ;  it  has  existed  for  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years;  the  most  profitable  and  best  counsel- 
lor the  British  monarchy  ever  possessed.  And  I 
sincerely  hope  that  our  country  will  draw  much 
profit  and  instruction  from  the  same  source.  The 
following  account  of  that  act,  greatly  abbreviated, 
is  taken  from  Chilly's  Law  ol  Nations.  Some  of 
the  addiiiooal  acts  have  received  modification 
since  he  wrote,  particularly  in  relation  to  this 
country : 

The  great  navigation  act  (as  it  is  called)  of 
Great  Britain  passed  before  the  Restoration,  viz  : 
October  [),  1651,  and  was  intended  "  to  cripple  the 
Dutch  trade."  The  subsisting  act  of  navigation 
wa.s  p■^.s^ed  12  Charles  II.,  ch.  18.  Iti  principal 
provisions  are  threefold,  viz: 

1.  Relating  to  the  coasting  trade  of  Great  Brit- 
ain ; 

2.  H*-r  trade  with  other  independent  Slates; 

3.  The  trade  she  carries  on  herself,  or  permits 
other  Siaie^  to  carry  on,  with  her  plantations  and 
I'uroigD  possessions. 

The  first  is  confined  solely  to  British  bottoms — 
the  lUiiMer  and  three-quarters  at  least  of  the  sea- 
men Englisli — and  is  from  one  port  or  creek  of 
England.  Ireland,  dec.  to  another  port  or  creek  in 
the  same. 
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The  second  is  restricted  to  English  vessels,  or 
vessels  of  the  country  producing  the  article — the 
master  and  three-quarters  of  the  crew  of  that 
country — or  to  vessels  of  the  place  where  the  ar- 
ticle is  first  shipped.  By  6  George  I.,  ch.  15. 
Timber  from  Germany  confined  to  English  ves- 
sels. Certain  enumerated  articles  admitted  from 
Europe.  The  trade  with  Asia,  Africa,  and  Amer- 
ica, restricted  to  British  colonial  vessels  of  hers, 
by  12  Charles  II.,  ch.  18.  3.  Exceptions  in  favor 
of  the  Poriu":eese.  48  George  III.,  ch.  11.  Prod- 
acts  direct  from  Brazil,  in  Portuguese  vessels, 
owned  by  subjects  of  that  Government,  resident 
in  said  country. 

Exception  to  the  United  Slates,  37  George  III., 
ch.  97.  American  products  in  American  and 
British  ships — the  master  and  three-quarters  of 
the  mariners  of  the  country.  "Any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  the  growth,  production,  or  man- 
ufacture, of  the  United  States,  not  prohibited  by 
law,"  section  37,  this  act  to  continue  in  force  so 
long  as  the  treaty  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  shall.  The  treaty  ceased,  but  this 
statute  was  continued,  by  sundry  acts,  to  1808; 
then  continued  another  year;  and  the  49  George 
III.,ch.59,  re-enacted  the  same,  without  any  lim- 
itation. (Imparlance  of  these  legislative  acts  not 
repealed  by  law.)  This  act  then  is  permanently 
in  force,  except  when  affected  for  a  time  by  our 
non-intercourse,  embargo,  or  the  British  retalia- 
tions thereof.  Some  exceptions  from  the  general 
law,  as  to  unmanufactured  tobacco,  indigo,  and 
cochineal.  Exceptions  and  permanent  absence 
of  all  restrictions  as  to  masts,  timber  or  boards, 
pitch,  tar,  rosin,  hemp  or  flax,  by  47  George  III., 
ch.  27,  2.  May  be  exported  in  any  vessel  belong- 
ing to  any  State  in  amity  with  His  Majesty,  nav- 
ijftted  in  any  manner,  (since  altered  ;)  also  bul- 
lion and  prize  goods,  by  original  act  of  12  Charles 
II., ch.  18, 15;  also  temporary  suspensions  during 
the  war.  By  said  original  act,  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  with  her  colonies  (which  was  the  third 
branch  above  named)  is  confined  to  her  home 
and  colonial  shipping.  Exceptions  by  45  George 
III.,  ch.  57,  enacts  that  wood,  cotton,  wool,  dec, 
mill  timber,  horses,  cattle,  &c.,  may  be  imported 
into  certain  ports,  viz:  Kingston.  Savannah,  La 
Mar,  (fee,  from  the  country  of  their  growth,  pro- 
duction, or  manufacture,  in  vessels  of  such  coun- 
try; also  tobacco;  also  permits  certain  exports, 
(since  altered.)  When  war  is  declared,  the  King, 
by  proclamation,  shall  permit  merchant  vessels! 
Ac,  to  be  sailed  differently  from  the  navigation 
laws. 

The  great  object  of  these  laws  is  to  enlarge  and 
strengthen  the  maritime  power  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and,  as  one  of  ber  political  writers  remarks,  they 
impose  burdens  on  foreign  to  encourage  domestic 
industry;  that  ihe  act  of  navigation  is,  perhaps, 
the  wisest  of  all  the  commercial  regulations  of 
England.  ''  If  the  wisdom  of  any  scheme  of  pol- 
'  icy  is  to  be  measured  by  its  efifects  and  conse- 
'  quences,  our  navigation  system  is  entitled  to  the 
'  praise  of  having  attained  the  end  for  which  it 
'  Was  designed.  Whether  we  regard  the  primary 
*  or  interior  objects  in  this  system — whether  it  is 


'  the  increase  of  shipping,  the  extension  of  our 
'  foreign  trade,  or  the  strength  of  our  navy — they 
'  have  all  advanced  to  a  degree  of  consideration 
'  unexampled,  and  they  owe  that  advancement  to 
'  this  system." — (Reve's  Law  of  Shipping,  cited 
in  Chilly's  Law  of  Nations.) 

The.se  are  some  of  the  features  of  the  celebra- 
ted Navigation  Act  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  some 
of  the  laws  relating  to  the  same  .subject.  Let  it 
not  be  said  that  she  will  not  relax  in  her  colonial 
system  when  we  see  she  has  relaxed,  even  in  re- 
lation to  this  country,  when  it  was  for  her  inter- 
est. But  what  reason  has  she  to  relax  ber  re- 
strictions if  ycu  do  not  retaliate  them?  Relax 
them,  did  I  say  !  Nay,  she  will  add  to  them— 
favor  the  trade  of  her  own  subjects  at  the  expense 
of  your  trade,  unless  you  countervail  her  acts. 
The  very  trade  between  our  country  and  her 
colonies,  which  she  allows  in  her  own  bottoms,  is 
a  relaxation  of  the  old  colonial  law,  which  re- 
stricted thai  trade  to  the  mother  country.  And 
what  has  been  the  consequence  of  this  direct 
trade  in  British  ships  between  her  colonies  and 
this  country  ?  That  some  of  these  colonies  have 
prevented,  by  high  duties,  the  introduction  from 
neighboring  islands,  to  which  our  vessels  can  go, 
(except  from  Bermuda.)  of  all  commodities  from 
this  country,  because  they  can  receive  them  cheap- 
er direct  from  this  country,  and  can  send  their 
produce,  such  I  mean  as  they  permit  to  be  sent, 
chiefly  rum,  sugar,  and  molasses,  directly  to  us. 
And,  sir,  it  is  principally  by  this  colonial  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  the  decided  advantage  which  that 
affords,  which  enables  her  almost  to  engross  the 
direct  trade  between  this  and  Great  Britain — the 
advantage  of  double  voyages:  thereby  enabling 
her  ship-owners  to  underbid  us  in  our  own  ports 
— (I  mean,  to  carry  for  less  freight.)  In  relatioa 
to  that  part  of  .Mr.  Jefferson's  report  which  re- 
fers to  some  of  the  British  islands  which  might 
equally  with  ourselves  be  the  victitns  of  the  re- 
strictive laws  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  sufficient  to 
remark  that  some  of  her  colonies,  (I  do  not  refer 
to  the  islands,)  have  urged  her  on  to  the  adoption 
of  some  of  her  laws  injurious  to  oar  navigation. 
Nay,  some  of  her  colonial  assemblies  have  them- 
selves passed  laws  in  relation  to  their  trade  with 
this  country  of  which  we  have  reason  to  com- 
plain. On  the  subject  of  trade  in  plaster  of 
Pans,  the  assemblies  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia  have  passed  laws  of  the  most  offen- 
sive character:  laying  a  duly  almost  equal  to  the 
price  of  the  article  in  the  Boston  market,  on  all 
the  plaster  exported  from  their  provinces,  and 
landed  to  the  east  of  Cape  Cod — The  duty,  I  think, 
IS  twenty  shillings  sterling  the  ton ;  and  this  act, 
contrary  to  all  expectation,  has  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Prince  Regent.  Thus,  to  enable 
the  British  vessel  to  carry  the  article  to  the  place 
of  consumption,  a  distinction  is  made  in  our 
pons,  and  a  preference  given  to  some  of  our  ports 
over  others.  Can  Congress  for  a  moment  suffer 
a  preference  of  this  Kind?  Suffer  a  foreiga 
Power  to  do  that  which  the  Constitution  will 
not  permit  you  to  do?  Where  will  these  en- 
croachments end,  if  not  met  by  the  most  decisive 
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.jeasori'8  of  retaliation?     Sir,  I  fear  this  whole 
jtftiMnew  IS  a  sacrilice  of  principle  to  a  liiile  lem- 
*pOTary  interest.     We  hear   it  said,  it  will  do  do 
,got)d  to  pass  these  laws;    Great  Britain  will  not 
^r*lax  lb  her  restrictive   laws;  sir,  it  will  do  this 
lod :  it  will  prevent  her  wealthy  merchants  and 
ip-owners  from   rising  into  importance  on  the 
,     isforiunes  and  the  bankruptcies  of  our  citizens  ; 
^ijwill  prevent  her  already  gigantic  naval  power 
[ffjfom  rising  still  higher  on  the  ruins  of  our  own. 
'■One  word  more  respecting  this  trade  in  plas- 
(jr  of  Paris.     Its  importance,  and  the  motives  for 
>ssing  the  colonial  laws  on  the  subject,  may  be 
pllecied  from  the  resolutions  passed  "at  a  meet- 
qg  of  itie  merchants,  ship-owners,  and  other  in- 
pbilaiiis  of  the  city  of  St.  John's,  New  Bruns- 
^{.iick,  on  the  19ih  February,  1816"— they  say, 

^^  '"Thil,  by  the  best  estimate,  thia  trade,  duly  regu- 
^afted,  ^nll   employ  15,000  tons  of  additional    British 
|ihippin(j,  being  more  than  is  used  in  all  the  rest  of  the 
Vn^de  oftthe  province." 

.»  ; "  Thftt  the   contraband  trade    between  the  ports  of 

»^i)e  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  United  States  of  America, 

^«s  been  baneful  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  not 

tly  by  the   introduction   of  illegal    merchandise,  but 

■f  Its  ruinous  drain  of  specie  from  it." 

i"  Tha^  another   prominent  evil  arising  out  of  this 

.  ^de  is,  that  a  great  portion  of  the  numerous  vessels 

V^onging  to  the   out-porU  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  are 

;r.ly  nominally  British,   but  virtually  American  bot- 

>*oins,"  ^c. 

■ » 

^  'After  other  observations,  and  after  adverting  to 
5lie  interest  which  their  "sister  province  of  Nova 
■^fotia"  had  in  this  trade,  they  resolved, 

^  ?*Thai  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  of  this  province, 

t^w  in  k-efsion,  be  immediately  forwarded,  expressive 
t  the  kubstance  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and 
limbly  praying  that  effectual  regulations  be  enacted, 
'^<r  the  eod,  that  no  plaster  of  Paris  may  be  delivered 
.fic  the  neighborhood  of  the  American  lines,  or  any- 
;^oere  to  the  eastward  of  Boston,  in  such  way  as  to 
^qable  tbe  American  coasting  vessels  to  carry  it  from 
11:^  said  iines  to  the  places  of  consumption." 

V  .Hence,  the  plaster  law  above  mentioned  ;  but, 
fl  Boston  must  be  the  victim  when  anything  like 

^j)ort  bill  is  in  agitation,  no  plaster,  by  the  act. 
KiD  be  delivered  east  of  Cape  Cod,  without  pay- 
,Uig  the  prohibitory  duty. 

V  M  wiU  now,  sir,  for  a  moment,  take  a  view  of 
|f|e  navigation  of  this  country  ;  and  of  its  iraport- 
^ce  net  only  to  the  individuals  who  may  own 
4i.'  tonn:\ge,  not  to  ihat  part  of  the  country  where 
i^lie  principal  part  is  constructed,  but  to  the  na- 
^^0  at  («rge,  in  relation  to  the  hands  and  mate- 
!^ijls  enf»ployed    in  its  construction,  the  amount 

'.  j|iid  val.^e  oi  the  tonnage,  and,  above  all,  in  a  na- 

ti^nal  point  of  view,  for   manning  our  navy  in 
use  of  war,  with  the  number  of  seamen  required 
J"  u  navijjate  it.     The  amount  of  our  tonnage  in  I 
!^16,  a.i. stated   in  the  Treasury  report,  was  o/er 
.UOO.OdO  Ions;  but  this  is  presumed  to  be,  by  the 
•iiithor  (a  member  of  this  House,  Mr.  Pitkin  )  j 
\i?  a  st;Wisiical  view  of  our  commerce,  (a  work  : 
^^lingi^shed  for  accuracy  of  research  and  correct-  ' 
fifss  of  f*mark.)  greater  than  the  actual  amount.  , 
^■v^ich  1^  slates  at  1,250,000  tons;  by  the  Treasury  ! 


statement  of  the  amount  of  tonnage  for  1815,  laid 
00  our  tables  yesterday,  there  were  1.368.127  tons- 
hut  the  actual  amount  for  that  year  may  be  rated' 
at  1.250,000  tons:  allowing  one  seaman  for  every 
twenty  tons,  which  is  rather  under  than  overihe 
usual  proportion,  it  would  require  62  500  seamen 
to  navigate  this  tonnage,  if  generally  employed. 
The  original  cost  of  this  tonnage,  on  an  average 
of  forty  dollars  the  ton.  is  $50,000,000  :  the  actual 
value,  at  any  given  period,  will  be  found  by  de- 
ducting one-third  of  the  original  cost;  this  will 
give  you  an  actual  capital  employed  in  naviga- 
tioD,  for  1815,  of  thirty-three  millions  and  a  third 
of  dollars.  The  whole  of  this  tonnage  requires 
to  be  replaced  once  in  ten  years,  in  consequence 
of  loss  and  decay.  There  must,  therefo.e,  be 
annually  built  125  000  ions,  equal  in  value  to 
$5,000,000,  which  give  employment  to  more  than 
I  10.000  artists  and  laborers  in  the  construction. 
j  This  appears  a  fair  estimate  from  the  amount  of 
tonnage  actually  built  in  this  country  when  com- 
I  merce  and  navigation  flourished,  .^ay  in  1805-6. 
;  Ships  of  war  in  England,  built  m  the  King's 
docks,  of  the  materials  there  generally  used,  are 
now  estimated  to  last  fifteen  years;  those  built 
in  the  merchants'  yards,  ten  years;  giving  an 
average  of  twelve  years  and  a  half;  our  merchant 
vessels  may,  therefore,  be  estimated  to  last  ten 
years.  The  trade  of  ship  building  is  extremely 
important  in  certain  parts  of  our  country  not  so 
highly  favored  as  other  portions  of  it,  as  to  soil 
and  climate;  taken  in  connexion  with  the  em- 
ployment of  the  ships,  it  is  essential  to  their 
prosperity;  nay.  their  population  must  greatly 
decrease  without  this  employment.  The  people 
of  this  country  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  among  other  things,  "to  promote 
the  general  welfare;"  is  not  this  done  by  promo- 
ting the  wtlfareof  every  part?  If  the  f)eople  of 
any  part  suffer  peculiar  privations  and  losses  by 
the  injurious  acts  of  foreign  nations,  and  it  is  in 
the  power  of  this  Government  to  prevent  them  in 
future,  is  it  not  its  duty  to  do  it?  The  bill  on 
your  table  will,  it  is  presumed,  remedy  some  of 
the  evils  inflicted  on  this  country,  by  the  restric- 
tive laws  of  foreign  nations. 

But,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  our  navigation; 
consider  the  number  and  variety  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  construction  of  a  ship — take  a  ship 
of  two  or  three  hundred  tons.  A  gang  often  or 
fifteen  men  are  first  employed  about  a  month  In 
cutting  timber ;  a  different  .set  of  men  are  then 
employed,  with  their  teams,  in  hauling  it  to  the 
ship  yard  ;  ten  or  fifteen  carpenters  are  then  em- 
ployed for  two  or  three  months  in  building  the 
vessel;  before  she  is  launched,  a  different  set  of 
men,  the  caulkers,  perform  iheir  part;  after  being 
launched,  the  cordage  having  been  manufactured, 
the  riggers  fit  and  put  over  htad  the  rigging ;  and 
the  blockmakers,  sailraakers,  and  blacksmiths, 
furnish  tUeir  several  parts;  so  down  to  the  pau- 
per who  picks  the  oakum  thai  is  driven  into  her 
seams.  She  is  then  ready  to  receive  on  board 
those  enterprising  and  gallant  st-amen,  who,  in 
the  merchant's  employ,  cany  the  products  of  our 
country  to  the  most  distant  nations,  and,  in  our 
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naval  service,  have  spread  their  own  glory  and 
the  fame  of  their  country  through  the  world. 

But  what  is  the  situation  of  our   navigation, 
and    of  our   gallant    seamen,  at   this    moment? 
Owing  in   part   to  the  causes  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  the  restrictions  imposed  by  one  nation, 
at  least  upon  our   mercantile  enterprise,  and  the 
many  privileges  and  advantages  which  the  ships 
and  seamen  of  that   very    nation   enjoy  in  our 
ports,   in    reference  to   their   colonial    trade,  and 
even  to  the  direct  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and 
in  some   degree,  no  doubt,  to   the  general   peace 
throughout  the  country;  more   ilian  one-half  of 
our  tonnage  is  now  useless — dismantled  at  the 
wharves, and  literally  rotting  at  the  docks.  Many 
of  our  seamen  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  seek 
employ   in  foreign  countries,  and  to  sail   under 
foreign  flags.     Our  ship  carpenters,  too,  destitute 
of  employ,  are  obliged,  for  a  living,  to  go  into  the 
British  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova 
Scotia,  there  to  cut   timber,  even  for  the  royal 
navy  of  England,  and  to  build  vessels  to  carry  it 
to  Great  Britain.    Tnus,  British  merchants,  with 
British  capital,  employ  our  carpenters  to  build 
many  vessels  which   are  not  only  employed   to 
carry  on  the  direct  trade  with  G.-eat  Britain,  but 
to  carry  our  lumber,  our  live  stock,  and  our  pro- 
visions, to  their  colonies.     Hundreds  of  our  ar- 
tists and    laborers,   formerly   employed    in    .ship 
building,  are  reduced  to  poverty,  and  the  owners 
of  our  ships,  there  being  neither  sale  nor  employ- 
ment for   them,  are,  many   of  them,   bankrupt, 
without  even  the  la>t  consulation  of  unfortunate 
merchants,  a  bankrupt  law   to  save  them   frotn 
prison,  and    many   of  our    towns   and    villages, 
once  flourishing  by  commerce  and  navigation, 
deprived  of  both,  now  rapidly  decay.     Will  the 
bill  on  your  table  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  some 
of  these  misfortunes?    I  think  it  will.    If  it  should 
not  open  the  British  islands  to  us,  it  will  at  least 
employ  many  of  our  ships  and  seamen  to  carry 
some  of  our  productions,  necessary  for  the  British 
islands,  to  other  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  to  be 
cai'ried  thence  in  British  ships  into   their  own 
ports  ;  giving  us  the  privilege  of  carrying,  nearly 
to  the  port  of  consumption,  many  of  those  arti- 
cles which  now  are  only  carried  in  British  vessel'^. 
It  will,  too,  prevent  some  of  their  merchants,  and 
some  portion  of  their  navigation,  from  flourishing 
on  the  rum  of  our  own.     But   we  have   every 
reason  to  suppjse  that,  by  a  measure  of  this  kind, 
we  shall  render  the  Briti.sh  Government  a  little 
more  inclined,  because  it  will  be  for  her  interest, 
in  any  future  negotiation,  to  allow  us  a  partici 
pation  in   the   trade  with    many  of  her  i>lands. 
equally  beneficial  to  them  and  our.selves.     The 
bill  on  your  table  must  have  an  injurious  effect 
upon  the  trade  of  tiiose  inlands.     Although  the 
plantations  are  m  the  We--.t  Indies,  many  ol  their 
owners  are  in  England,  and  there  form  a  numer- 
ous and  wealthy  class  of  subjects.     Their  com- 
plaints, at  lea^t,  will  be  attended  to  by  the  British 
Cabinet.     Far  be  it  from  ine,  sir,  to  wish  to  in- 
flict any  suffering  on  the  British  culonies;  their 
commerce,  like  our  own,  is  toj  often  sacrificed 
to  the  interest  of  the  parent  country  ;  and   the 


measure  proposed,  if  it  produces  the  desired  ef- 
feet,  will  be  equally  beneficial  to  the  islands  and 
to  this  country. 
I      Some  inconveniences  of  a  temporary  nature 
I  may  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  regulation 
proposed  ;  and   it  is   my  sincere  desire,  as  far  as 
in  my  power,  to  consider  the  measure  in  its  most 
,  important   bearings.     It  will  for  a  time  depress, 
in  our  market,  the  price  of  those  articles  which 
are  now  carried  in  British  ships  to  their  islands. 
'  In  the  North  and  East,  the  value  of  our  lumber 
I  will  be  less;  but,  it   the  merchants  concerned  in 
I  that  trade  can   see,  that  what  they  may  lose   in 
the  price  of  the  article  will  be  gained  by  another 
and  equally  deserving  class  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens; that,  in  a  national  point  of  light,  nothing 
will  be  lost,  and  the  measure  will  tend  to  equal- 
ize the  benefits  of  trade  throughout  the  country, 
they  ought  and  will  be  satisfied  ;  in  this  view,  it 
IS  a  call  upon  their  patriotism,  which  will  not  be 
disregarded.     The  effect  upon   the   price  of  the 
products  which  we  receive  from  their  islands,  in 
British    vessels,  must    be   small    indeed.     Rum, 
sugar,  and   molasses,   are   the  principal   articles 
which  we  thus  receive.     Their  rum  we  can  well 
dispense  with;  if  there  never  should  be  another 
gallon  imported  into  the  country,  it  would  be  a 
favor  to  the  nation.     We  now  receive  large  quan- 
tities of  sucrar  and  molasses  from   the  Havana, 
and  some  from  other  islands  than  British;    we 
formerly  received  considerable  quantities  of  sugar 
from  the  East  Indies  and  South  America — (Bra- 
zil ;)  we  now  obtain  considerable  quantities  from 
the  Southern  portion  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  suitable  encouragement,  a  great  proportion 
of  our  whole  consumption  could  be  obtained  from 
that  source. 

It  has  been  pretended  by  some,  that  the  trade 
now  carried  on  between  this  country  and  the 
British  islands,  is  not  a  profitable  one  ;  and  we 
see  calculations  in  some  of  our  public  papers, 
made,  no  doubt,  by  British  merchants  or  British 
agents  among  us,  to  this  effect.  But  why  do 
t'ley  persevere  in  this  trade  if  it  be  unprofitable? 
Why  not  not  permit  others  to  participate  in  the 
lobS?  The  suggestions  on  this  head  remind  me 
of  a  circumstance  mentioned  respecting  the  first 
merchant  in  New  York  wiio  shipped  fldxseed  to 
the  Irish  market.  Oa  the  return  of  liis  ship,  he  was 
asked  Row  the  article  answered  ?  Not  at  all,  was 
the  reply,  it  was  a  ruinous  business;  but  it  was 
observed  he  soon  loaded  another  vessel  with  the 
same  article,  and  then  another  ;  still,  on  the  return 
of  each,  the  story  was — that  the  trade  was  most 
ruinous.  His  friends  asked  iiim  why  he  perse- 
vered in  such  a  losing  trade?  He  replied,  that 
he  must  do  something  to  support  his  family.  So 
those  British  merchants  and  agents,  who  com- 
plain that  the  colonial  trade  vriih  this  country  is 
a  losing  one,  get  soraetliing  to  support  their  fam- 
ilies; and  what  is  more,  greatly  to  benefit  the 
English  nation. 

It  may  be  asked,  will  not  this  measure  aid  in 
building  up  tiie  neighboring  British  colonies  on 
the  continent  of  America  f  Sanguine  calcula- 
tions. I  know,  have   been   made,  by  some   Eng- 
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.|  writers,  on  this  subject :  that  Iaro:e  quantities 
l|Limbt-r  are,  and  will  continue  to  be.  exported 
tja  the  Canadian  territory,  by  the  St.  Lawrence, 
ijudinjj  that  which  they  receire  from  the  Uni- 
WStairi  by  Lake  Champlain.  »tc.,  there  can 
lj)o  do()bt,  and  much  valuable  timber  will  be 
[ported  from  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  ; 
Ijjto  suppose  that  anything  like  an  adequate 
i^ljjly  for  the  British  home  market,  and  for  the 
lUffish  West  India  colonies  can  thu?  be  obtained, 
:  iV*»|rrone^.us.  The  climate  interposes  an  insur- 
r^^Vntabfe  obsiacle  to  a  regular  supply.  The  St. 
^jl,/renci'  is  closed  by  the  ice  from  three  to  fire 
tOfOfiths  ift  each  year. 

*'Sioi  to  ;!etain  the  Committee  longer,  it  does  ap- 
fiA  to  me,  that  whether  you  consult  the  interests 
r^'^our  ft^llow-citizens,  or  the  honor  of  yourcoun- 
"V;this  prohibitory  bill  ought  to  pass.  If  it  be 
Ue  nov,  rely  upon  it,  sir,  that  a  future  Con- 
k-lia  will,  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
|*is  Dy'tion.  be  obliged  to  adopt  a  similar  mea- 
Vi',  undiT  circumstances  more  adverse  than  the 
e^ent.  I  can  only  add  a  fervent  supplication, 
li  Conjjress  may  so  decide  on  this,  and  on 
ejy  othur  occasion,  as  will  redound  to  the  peace 
iprosperity  of  these  United  Slates! 
,  ,jme  amendments  here  were  disposed  of,  as 
nMed  by;  Mr.  Bihdsjeye,  and  others. 

jVlr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  then   addressed  the 
C  jrumitttje.    The  subject  of  this  bill,  he  said,  was 
oA.  of    i^reat    imporiance    and    great   delicacy. 
i^f>4thy  a^)peared  to  prevail  in  the  House  during 
H^ionsidrration  ;  and  yet  never  had  any  subject 
|h(^*  before  Congress  more  important  in  its  con- 
;^r^"ce!^     It  had  been  observed  to  him,  he  said, 
;Fy  jjn   hciiorable  friend,  that,  in  general,  naviga- 
M^^and  (jommerce  were  considered  and  used%s  1 
.-^^{nymdus  terms,  though   materially  differing  ! 
Uriljdistinct  from  each  other.     It  was  the  correct  , 
l^i^Y  of  this  country  not  to  attempt  to  aid  the 
ii.5«4gation  of  the  country  by  measures  which 
m«!jit  be  ^'really  injurious  to  its  commercial  in- 
l^t.     U  was  equally  its  true  policy  to  accede  ! 
tu4i|ny  pibposiiions  which  could  not  prove  ma-  \ 
tejjlly  imurious  to  commerce,  and  were  at  the  i 
sa*^  tim-J  greatly  beneficial  to  navigation.     If 
ihju  no  miiterial  injury  could  result  to  commerce 
f^9  the  jMissage  of  this  bill,  but  a  great  benefit 
ri^ijvigar^on,  the  House  ought  to  pass  it. 

JJ}  proi^oiing  the  navigation  of  the  country,  ' 
w^#ecureahe  materials  with  which  we  man  our  ' 
N,Avi',  an-eslablishraent  so  necessary  to  protect  ! 
tM  f  onor  jand  interest  of  the  country.     Without 
ai^t|;tensiye  navigation,  commerce  could  not  be  | 
pr^jtjcted.  •  Some  sacrifices  therefore  were  occa- 
sii^.jlly  rt.iuirod  from  the  commercial  interest  of 
a  »^Cf  o'/y.  It)  attain  the  great  object  of  an  increase  ' 
of't^^ivigauon.     It  was  not  proper  for  us  perhaps 
io-||y    th*t  foreign    nations,  having  established 
c  i^4ies  wTiich  they  are  bound  to  protect,  should 
ha*5a  right  to  secure  to  themselves  the  whole  of 
Iht'^.yvigaiion  and  commerce  of  those  colonies. 
Su^rj  had  <eeu  the  course  of  all  nations,  to  secure 
lo  iri*mseli»es,  in  repayment  of  the  expenses   in- 
tuat^  by  the  colonies,  the  exclusive  right  to  navi- 
ea»,Ji  10  ajid  from  their  ports.     If  we  had  colo. 


nies.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  know  that  we  should 
not  pursue  the  same  course.  So  far  as  the  his- 
tory of  our  Government  affords  any  example  on 
this  head,  there  was  an  illustration  of  the  same 
policy  on  our  part,  in  our  refusal  to  foreign  na- 
tions of  the  right  to  trade  with  the  Indians  within 
our  limits  without  special  permission— and  he  be- 
lieved a  proposition  was  now  on  the  table  to  for- 
bid foreigners  from  trading  with  them  on  any 
conditions.  But  if  a  foreign  nation,  thus  holding 
colonies,  derives  great  advantage  from  trade  with 
our  couiitry.  and  yet  excludes  our  vessels  from 
any  participation  in  it,  if  we  can  coerce  her  to 
abaiidon  that  policy,  we  are  bound,  attending  to 
the  interest  of  our  navigation,  to  Jo  so.  if  we  can 
do  so  without  the  hazard  of  too  great  injury  to 
other  interests. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  then  ought  first  to  show 
that  we  can  coerce  Great  Britain  to  admit  us  into 
I  a  participation  of  the   trade  with   her  colonies 
,  without  material  injury  to  the  commercial  and 
I  other  interests  of  the  country. 

The  effect  of  this  measure  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  S.  said,  must  be  considered 
in  two  lights:  first,  as  regarded  importation,  and, 
secondly,  as  regarded  exportation. 

Shall  we  lose  anything,  he  asked,  by  prohibit- 
ing importation  from   the  West  Indie.s,  unless  in 
vessels   of  the    United   States  7     The   principal 
articles  of  importation  are  coffee,  sugar,  and  rum. 
Shall  we  injure  the  revenue  of  the  United  States 
or  raise   too  high  the  prices  of  those  articles  in 
the  market,  by  the  proposed  measure?     Mr.  S. 
said  he  thought  it  could  be  clearly  shown  that  no 
injury  of  this  sort   would   result  from   it.     Not 
only  did  wc  get  enough  of  those  articles  (rum 
excepted)  from  the  West  Indies  and  other  coun- 
tries for  our  consumption,  but  a  surplus  was  left 
for  exportation.     If  we  are  now  able  to  export 
ten  or  fifteen   millions  per  annum  of  sugar  and 
coffee  lo  other   countries    and    distribute    them 
among  the  nations  of  the  world,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  we  should  always  have  enough  (sup- 
posing our  communication  with  the  British  colo- 
nies to  be  cut  off)  for  home  consumption  and  to 
maintain    the  revenue.     Rum  indeed   could   be 
got  only  from  the  West  Indies,  except  in  small 
I  but  increasing  quantity  from  Louisiana,  and  ex- 
I  cept  a  description    of  that   liquor   called   taffia 
which  our  people  will  not  drink.     But  suppose 
we  could  get  none,  the  brandies  of  Europe  are 
equally  good,  and  equally  if  not  more  healthy  ; 
and  the  whiskey  of  our  country  (give  it  age,  or 
turn  It  into  gin.)  was  not  inferior  in  his  opinion 
to  either.     On  this   point,  he  said,  he  spoke  ex- 
perimentally;  he  had  of  that  liquor  six  or  ei<Thi 
years  old,  and  he  preferred  it  to  brandy— thou^gh 
others  did  not.     The  people,  he  said,  would  get 
accustomed  to  it.  and  it  would  be  generally  pre- 
ferred  to  rum,  which  wa>  in  no  view  an  indis- 
pensable article.     From  documents  on  the  table, 
Mr,  S.  said,  it  appeared  that  the  revenue  from 
importations  in  British   ves.sel-,   from   the  West 
Indies  was  about  two  millions  per  annum.    That 
revenue,  he  said,  would  not  be  injured,  because 
we  must  consume  the  articles  on  which  that  rev- 
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enue  was  collected  from  some  other  source,  if  not 
from  the  British  islands. 

The  next  point  was  the  effect  which  this  meas- 
ure would  have  on  exportation;  and  here,  and 
here  only,  was  the  difficulty.  If  we  can  assure 
ourselves  that  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain  can- 
not be  supplied  elsewhere  with  the  article  which 
are  now  drawn  from  our  country  for  their  con- 
sumption, we  tread  on  safe  grounds.  It  was  fair. 
Mr.  S.  said,  to  state  this  question  in  its  true  light. 
The  British  West  India  possessions  drew  an- 
nuallv,  on  an  average,  from  this  country  six  and 
a  hair  millions  of  the  products  and  manufactures 
of  the  country.  She  employs  in  carrying  those 
articles  to  her  colonies  (if  it  were  all  flour,  which 
is  the  most  valuable  article)  60,000  tons  of  ship- 
ping; but  the  greater  part  of  the  cargoes  being 
the  bulky  article  of  lumber,  she  may  employ  from 
eighty  to  a  hundred  thousand  tons  of  shipping  in 
the  trade.  The  whole  amount  of  our  foreign 
tonnage  being  854.000.  Great  Britain  employed 
in  this  trade  a  quantity  of  tonnage  equal  to  one- 
eighth  of  the  whole  tonnage  which  we  own  in 
foreign  trade.  It  was  a  desirable  thing,  certainly, 
if  we  could,  to  participate  in  that  employment  of 
shipping.  In  doing  which  we  should  create  a 
navigation,  and  educate  and  bring  forward  the 
seamen  who  are  to  defend  us  on  our  shores  and 
on  the  high  seas,  and  employ  our  own  manufac- 
turers, mechanics  of  all  kinds  employed  in  ship- 
building, dec,  in  that  proportion  which  such  an 
addition  to  our  navigation  will  require.  The 
articles  exported  to  the  West  Indies,  Mr.  S.  said. 
were  rice,  flour,  lumber,  corn,  horses,  mules,  cat- 
lie,  poultry,  potatoes,  peas,  beans,  &c.,  all  articles 
lo  them  or  the  first  necessity,  and  without  which 
they  could  not  support  themselves,  nor  find  mate- 
rials wherewith  to  make  hogsheads  and  construct 
buildings.  If  they  could  not  get  these  articles 
from  other  countries,  they  must  come  to  us,  and 
must,  if  this  bill  passed,  be  coerced  into  admit- 
ting us  to  a  partfcipation  of  that  navigation. 
Could  they,  he  asked,  get  those  articles  in  other 
countries  ?  Certainly  not  upon  equally,  nor  any- 
thing like  equally,  advantageous  terms  as  from 
us.  At  this  time,  had  such  a  law  as  this  have 
been  in  existence,  the  West  Indies,  as  to  the 
whites  as  well  as  blacks,  would  have  been  ac- 
tually in  a  state  of  starvation  ;  for  Great  Britain, 
herself,  was  so  much  in  want  of  breadstuffs,  as  to 
have  been  petitioned  to  open  her  ports  to  certain 
articles,  and  of  course  was  not  able  to  supply  her 
colonies.  He  doubted  whether,  even  with  good 
crops,  the  mother  country  could  supply  them 
with  flour,  (tc.  At  any  rate  those  articles  never 
could  be  imported  from  a  distance  into  the  islands 
in  as  palatable  a  state  as  from  this  country. 
Could  the  islands  get  these  articles  elsewhere? 
It  had  been  stated — and  we  ought  to  look  at  the 
subject  in  every  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  S.,  that 
gentlemen  may  vote  advisedly — it  has  been  stated 
that  if  Montreal  was  declared  a  free  port  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  she  might  thence  obtain 
supplies  for  those  islands;  since  it  is  well  known 
that  a  great  deal  of  flour  is  made  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  might,  in  that 


case,  go  down  to  Montreal,  and  be  thence  ship- 
ped to  the  West  Indies.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  of  a 
contrary  opinion.  It  might  be  apprehended  that 
much  flour  might  be  got  in  that  way,  (which  the 
bill  did  not  provide  against.)  but  for  the  fact  that 
from  thence  but  one  cargo  a  year  could  be  car- 
ried to  the  West  Indies,  the  ports  being  shut  up 
in  the  Northern  provinces  for  six  or  seven  months 
yearly  by  the  ice.  The  time  the  ports  were  open 
was  little  more  than  was  sufficient  for  one  voy- 
age to  and  f.'om  the  West  Indies.  From  Canada 
then  they  cannot  be  shipped,  and  must  be  sup- 
plied elsewhere.  That  elsewhere,  Mr.  S.  said, 
they  would  scarcely  be  able  to  find.  The  article 
of  rice,  he  said,  they  could  get  no  where  but  in 
America.  Indian  corn,  likewise,  they  would  get 
no  where  but  from  the  United  States— that  artir' 
cle  was  for  their  slaves  all  important.  It  might 
be  said  they  could  raise  it  as  well  as  we.  It  was 
true  that  they  could  ;  but,  if  they  did.  they  must 
take  off  the  slaves  and  land  from  a  more  profit- 
able culture— that  of  coffee  and  sugar.  They 
must  lessen  the  growth  of  valuable  articles,  in 
order  to  grow  one  of  small  value.  As  to  the  art- 
icle of  lumber,  gentlemen  from  the  East  had  said, 
the  British  islands  could  be  supplied  from  the 
United  Slates  only  with  that  article.  On  this 
point  it  would  be  proper  to  state,  Mr.  S.  said,  that 
there  was  no  finer  limber  than  grew  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  lakes,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  Montreal  could  be  supplied  thence 
on  good  terms.  The  merchants  could  go  up  there 
and  buy  timber,  to  be  shipped  to  the  West  India 
islands,  whenever  the  St.  Lawrence  should  be 
open.  If  tliey  did,  however,  the  article  would  be 
supplied  at  a  greater  expense  and  hi-gher  price 
then  It  could  be  from  our  Atlantic  border,  inas- 
much as  we  could  make  four  or  five  voyages  an- 
nually, and  scarcely  more  than  one  could  be  an- 
nually made  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  West 
Indies,  which  would  greatly  increase  to  them  the 
cost  of  the  article.  The  article  of  live  stock  they 
could  get  from  no  country  but  ours ;  on  which, 
j  Mr.  S.  said,  they  are  wholly  dependent  for  horses, 
mules,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  «tc.  Even  if  these 
articles  could  be  obtained  from  the  British  North- 
I  em  colonies,  they  could  not  be  thence  carried  in 
j  safety  to  the  West  Indies.  Even  from  the  neigh- 
boring  State  of  New  York,  the  difference,  of  in- 
I  surance  between  a  cargo  of  live  stock  from  that 
!  State,  and  one  from  Connecticut,  and  carried  by 
I  Connecticut  men,  was  six  per  cent.  So  great 
I  was  the  facility  and  skill  acquired  by  practice  in 
I  that  branch  of  trade.  &c. 

!  These,  Mr.  S.  said,  were  his  practical  views  of 
i  the  subject,  which  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to 
i  lay  before  the  House — leaving  to  others  to  state 

more  at  large  the  political  views. 
!  For  his  part,  he  said,  he  had  revolved  this  sub- 
!  ject  in  his  mind  a  long  time,  and  had  found  it 
very  difficult  to  make  up  an  opinion  on  it.  One 
thing  was  certain:  We  ought  not  to  embark  in 
the  proposed  system,  unless  we  mean  to  persevere 
in  it.  After  once  commencing,  we  ought  to  ad- 
here to  It,  let  the  consequence  be  what  it  might. 
If  we  retract,  wethrowourselves  back  into  a  worse 
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!%Lte,  th^n  we  are  in  at  present.     If  we  maintain 
mi  system  for  a  year  or  two.  until  the  conren- 
iW>  of  cjommerce  expires,  we  may,  with  this  act 
If  |)ur  h^nds.  make  some  bargain  with  the  British 
(livernrient  to  the  advantage  of  our  trade  and 
imjfigati^n.     The    subject,    said    Mr.   S.  is    well 
ifcirihy  tjhe  closest  attention  of  gentlemen.     Ma- 
i^rfc  it.wyll  in   your  own  mind,  and  then  decide 
a»  ^hall  .'appear  correct.     If  you   reject  the  bill, 
^ftjit  wi3   be   the   consequence?     Great  Britain 
4i J  say  i:iat  you  acknowledge  yourselves  unequal 
t44.he  ccintest.  and  that  she  may  dictate  to  us, 
bjivod  ha^d  and  foot,  what  trade  we  shall  pursue. 
gOs  altt)  native  was  a  serious  one;  and  the  whole 
'jfiifition  -uch  a  one  as  he  should  not  be  surprised 
rAfJnileoien  found  much  difficulty  in  making  up 
t^e^r  miijds  upon.     It  might  be  said,  and  no  doubt 
^jild,  tP^at  it  was  a  great  sacrifice  to  part  with  a 
c^i^uraer'to  the  amountofsix  millions  perannura. 
I*  .liose  .articles  now  exported   to   tie    colonies 
hands,  then  certaiuly,  Mr,  S. 


l^C  .liose  ;articles  no' 
^«ild  sp{)il  on  our  h 
'•'I'   Cojjgress  ough 


^  ,  .„  ^   t   not  to  pass  thi.s   bill.     If, 

•'« ever.!  they  could  be  sold  to  other  countries, 
[ii  woufd  not  rot  on  our  hands,  that  objection 

fie  bil)  does  not  exist.     As  for  our  breadstuffs, 
r  coujitries  would  forever  demand  them  from' 
^  and    't;e  >hould   be  at   no  loss  for  a  market. 
|t«y  wojld  demand   from  us  every  article  save 
live  sjock,  which  we  now  export  to  the  Brit- 
^  -Wesu  Indian   colonies.     The  effect,  indeed, 
ij.iild  be|if  all  trade  should  continue  interdicted 
■y^lh    the;  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  that   those 
a'^i^les  exported  hence  to  those  colonies  in  Brit- 
1.  4  |hips,;*would  be  carried  in  our  own  ships  to 
v.%iT   countries.     Our   idle   shipping  would    be 
t^jloyed' ;  the  manufacture  of  ships  (the  noblest 
iD^.4^e  wo»ld)  would  be  encouraged,  and  the  thou- 
^'^i'v  °^  '('Pchanics  whom  it  employs,  kept  em- 
p»i\-^'d ;  aiid  our  seamen,  to  whose  bravery  and 
crJijicier  during  the  late  war  we  are  so  much  in- 
dt^t.,d,  fostered  and  retained  in  our  service.     Mr. 
S.ionclud^rd  by  thanking  the  Commtttee  for  their 
ai-jr|tion  i  j  his  remarks. 

^jr.  Caiy,  of  New  York,  said  he  did  not  know 
wirfoj  construction  had  Leen  given  to  the  conven- 
''w  pfconjraerce  between  this  country  and  Great 
H)]J^i(in ;  byt,  unless  some  construction  had  been 
gi»fy  difftjrent  from  its  letter,  the   first  section 
wa»  ;in  dii»ect  contravention  of  that  convention. 
Mr,  jC.  sai^l  he  could  find  no  provision  in  that 
coj:if|ntioti,  which  leaves  us  at  liberty  to  prohibit 
ihf.tiitry  (Jf  British  vessels  m  our  ports,  or  to  im- 
pg.-j;  ;additK)nal  duties  on   the  tonnage  of  British 
vr?^als  fropi  any  port  on  earth,  uuiess  the  West 
Inifta|  islanjs,  or  British  North  American  posses- 
^Kij|ij     VV«  may  tax  the  cargo,  he  said,  but  can- 
n ■  j<^  1411  posii   restrictions  on   their  entry.     Under 
ihe^j^ovisiiins  of  the  convention,  if  a  British  ship 
arrSvid  (nltn  Liverpool,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar 
aaj^iJiolasJ^?^;  we  cannot  prohibit  her  entry.     But. 
uiui^l  ihis;bill,  if  such  a  vessel  has  on  board  a 
Mil;  k  caskjof  Lisbon  wine,  she  might  be  denied 
int  ^'ht  to)t'nter  into  our  ports.     If  so,  Great  Brit- 
aiii  Mjuuld  Ijave  the  same  right  to  deny  the  rif  ht 
^'  'fi}ry,  in^  her  ports  in  Europe,  to  any  Ameri- 
causiiip  wjiicU  had  on  board  a  single  cent's  worth 
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of  her  cargo  which  did  not  originate  in  America. 
The  bill  again  contravened  the  convention,  as 
Mr.  C.  conceived,  where  it  denied  to  a  British 
subject,  residing  in  Jamaica,  the  right  to  enter 
our  ports  with  his  vessel  and  cargo,  although  the 
whole  cargo  might  have  been  manufactured  in 
Liverpool,  <tc.  He  believed  that,  on  examina- 
tion, it  would  be  found  that  there  are  many  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  which  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said    that  the  honorable 
gentleman    was  certainly  mistaken  in  his  inter- 
pretation  of  the  treaty.     The  two  great  objects 
of  that   convention   were,  it   was    true,    1st.  To 
place  the  tonnage  of  the  two  countries  on  a  foot- 
ing of  equality  in  each  other's  ports;  2dly.  To 
place   the  cargoes  with   which    the   ships  were 
charged,  whether   in    English  or  American  ves- 
sels, on   the  same  equality  of  footing.     But  an 
express  clause  was  contained  in  the  treaty,  that 
nothing  contained  in  the  second  article  should  be 
construed   to  affect  the  intercourse  between  us 
and  the  West  India  islands,  and  the  British  North 
American  provinces.     It  followed,  from  this  pro- 
vision,   that  if  the   productions,  for  example,  of 
the  North  American  or  West  Indian  colonies'  of 
Great  Britain   wer^  carried  to  Great  Britain,  it 
would  be  lawful  fur  us  to  interdict  those  produc- 
tions   from    being    imported    in    that    circuitous 
channel  into  the  United  States,     Otherwise,  each 
party  would  not  be,  as  provided  by  the  conven- 
tion, in  possession  of  all  its  rights  in  relation  to 
that  intercourse. 

But.  further,  the  interpretation  of  the  gentle- 
man would  lead  to  a  repeal  of  an  important  fea- 
ture of  the  British  navigation  act.  One  of  its 
principles  was,  that  the  productions  of  a  country 
should  be  confined,  in  their  importation  into  her 
European  ports,  to  the  shins  of  that  country; 
that  American  vessels,  in  oiher  words,  shall  not 
carry  into  Great  Britain  the  productions  of 
France  ;  and  the  very  case  which  the  gentleman 
had  stated,  would,  under  the  British  navigatioQ 
act,  subject  a  vessel  to  confiscation  in  the  British 
ports.  If  an  American  vessel  carried  a  single 
cask  of  the  productions  of  the  West  India  islands 
the  same  confiscation  would  ensue.  ' 

Besides  that  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  C.  said 
he   had   understood   that,  subsequent  to  the  pas- 
sage  of   the  act  of   Parliament   for    regulatin<y 
trade  in  pursuance   to  the  terms  of  the  conven* 
tion  of  commerce  with  us,  the  British  Govern- 
ment had,  in  some   manner,  regulated  the  terms, 
as  to    their  cargo,  on   which  American  vessels 
should  be  admitted  into  her  ports,     Mr.  C.  said 
he  did  not  know  whether  the  enlarged  construc- 
tion which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
given  to  the  treaty,  might  not  be  beneficial.  But, 
whether  or  not,  that  was  not  the  construction  of 
either  of  the  parlies  to  the  treaty,   and  Great 
Britain    had   herself  acted  on  a  different  princi- 
ple,    Mr,  C.  said    he   indeed    considered   it   the 
duty  of  Congress,  in  consequence  of  one  of  the 
provisions  ol  that  very  treaty,  to   take   up  this 
trade,  and  regulate  it  m  such  manner  as  the  inter- 
ests of  this  country  appeared  to  require. 
Mr.  Cady  said  that  any  such  construction  (as 
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the  Speaker  had  referred  to)  given  to  that  treaty, 
had  been  unknown  to  him.  What  he  had  con- 
tended for  was,  that  we  should  not  be  the  first  to 
give  that  construction. 

Mr.  King  spoke  briefly  but  decidedly  in  favor 
of  Mr,  Clay's  construction  of  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty, 

Mr,  Sheffey,  of  Virginia,  after  adverting  to 
the  question  respecting  the  treaty,  in  regard  to 
which  he  expressed  his  doubts,  proceeded,  as  he 
said,  to  make  one  or  two  remarks  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill.  He  thought,  on  general  principles, 
that  it  did  not  become  a  wise  Legislature,  on  ev- 
ery difficulty,  to  attempt  to  apply  remedies.  We 
have  at  this  moment  a  clamor  of  the  mercantile 
part  of  the  community  in  favor  of  this  measure ; 
but  it  was  questionable,  Mr.  S.  said,  whether  the 
existing  difficulty  did  not  arise  from  causes  be- 
yond the  control  of  this  Government ;  whether 
it  did  not  arise  from  other  causes  than  our  exclu- 
sion from  the  British  West  Indies;  whether  it 
did  not  proceed  from  the  general  peace,  which 
had  changed  the  commercial  relations  of  all 
countries.  In  his  mind,  Mr.  S,  said,  it  was  not 
wise  to  attempt  to  apply  remedies,  the  effect  of 
which  we  cannot  calculate.  We  ought  to  sit 
down  and  deliberately  consider  consequences  be- 
fore we  attempt  to  apply  remedies  to  evils,  the 
origin  and  nature  of  which,  especially,  gentle- 
men did  not  seem  to  understand.  The  principle 
involved  in  this  bill,  Mr,  S.  said,  again  brought 
before  the  House  the  question  of  coercion  by 
commercial  restrictions.  He  thought  we  ought 
to  be  satisfied  on  this  head  by  a  reference  to  the 
situation  in  which  we  were  placed  in  1808  and 
1809,  when  we  attempted  to  drive  Great  Britain 
from  a  temporary  policy  by  measures  of  a  simi- 
lar character.  Had  we,  he  asked,  been  able  to 
effect  it  ?  The  history  of  the  limes  showed  that 
we  had  not.  He  demanded  of  gentlemen  whe- 
ther, after  failing  in  the  attempt  to  drive  her  from 
an  occasional  policy,  growing  out  of  particular 
circumstances,  ihey  could  expect  to  force  her 
from  any  part  of  her  navigation  system,  to  which 
she  is  so  entirely  attached,  and  which  she  con- 
siders so  important  to  her  prosperity  1  He  under- 
stood, too,  that  this  measure  was  to  apply  not 
only  10  England,  but  to  all  European  nations, 
since  all  those  nations  ordinarily  pursued  the 
same  policy  of  monopolizing  the  trade  to  their 
colonies.  The  spirit  of  the  colonial  system, 
everywhere,  was  monopoly.  Although  at  this 
moment  it  was  not  enforced  in  regard  lo  the  col- 
onies of  France  or  Spain,  it  did  not  follow  that, 
afler  the  tranquillity  of  those  countries  was  per- 
fectly restored,  the  old  system  would  not  be 
again  pursued,  by  the  same  nations,  of  excluding 
foreigners  from  the  trade  with  their  colonies. 

Is  there  any  hope,  said  Mr.  S,,  that  we  shall 
succeed  in  this  warfare  ?  I  think  there  is  none. 
But  there  is  a  great  evil  in  a  course  like  that 
proposed.  Commerce  will  be  diverted  from  its 
natural  channel ;  the  nations  which  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  supplying  you,  and  taking  your 
products  in  return,  will  seek  other  markets.  You 
Lave  experience  of  it.     Did  you  starve  the  Brit- 


ish in  1807,  1808,  and  1809?  Were  they  on  the 
contrary  not  supplied  as  abundantly  with  the 
necessaries  of  lite,  aftt,  ihe  first  shock  was  over, 
as  ever  they  had  been  ?  If  Great  Britain  should, 
in  consequence  of  our  policy,  encourage  the 
culture  of  those  articles  we  were  wont  to  furnish, 
Mr.  S.  said  we  might  find  ourselves  in  a  year  or 
two  in  this  condition  ;  that  the  country  would  be 
cut  off  forever  from  so  much  of  its  market,  for 
the  surplus  products  of  its  agriculture.  He  should 
like  to  hear,  he  said,  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  whether  the  productions  of 
the  country  which  now  take  that  direction  will 
hereafter  go  to  the  West  India  islands,  if  this 
policy  was  pursued.  No,  he  said;  for  the  mo- 
ment the  other  Powers  of  Europe  could  aho 
carry  into  effect  the  colonial  policy,  they  would  ; 
there  was  a  disposition  manifesting  itself  among 
the  potentates  of  Europe  to  cherish  commerce  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  and  they  would  cer- 
tainly not  neglect  this. 

I  warn  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  S..  how  they  be- 
gin to  tamper  with  commerce.  The  same  spirit 
of  tampering  exhibited  itself  in  1805  and  1806, 
It  was  brought  about  by  the  same  means,  the 
clamorsof  the  mercantile  and  navigating  interests, 
though  the  moment  measures  wereadopted  tocora- 
ply  with  their  wishes,  they  clamored  as  loudly 
against  the  Government.  What,  he  asked,  would 
be  the  consequence  of  this  measure,  if  adopted? 
The  interest  of  the  great  body  of  the  country,  he 
said,  appeared  to  be  tpially  neglected  here.  We 
hear  nothing  of  the  interest  of  the  agriculturists, 
but  it  is  fashionable  to  talk  about  the  interests  of 
the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer,  while  the 
planter  and  farmer  is  either  forgotten,  or  remem- 
bered only  to  be  made  tributary  to  ihese  classes 
so  inferior  in  real  value  and  importance.  You 
will  have  a  free  port  established,  said  Mr  S, — 
say  St,  Thomas.  What  will  be  the  consequence  ? 
This  Will  answer  the  purpose  of  the  merchants; 
for,  as  to  them  it  matters  not  whether  they  go  to 
English  ports  with  their  cargoes  of  your  pro- 
duce, or  to  St.  Tiiomas's ;  their  freight  will  be 
the  same  to  one  as  to  the  other.  The  British 
ship  owner  also  will  be  served,  because  his  navi- 
gation will  be  employed  in  taking  our  produce 
from  St.  Thomas  or  whatever  may  be  the  free 
port.  The  consumers,  the  great  body  of  the 
landed  interest,  have  to  pay  double  freight.  Such 
will  be  the  natural  tendency — such  the  effect  of 
your  policy.  All  parties  will  be  satisfied,  to  the 
injury  of  the  agriculturist. 

As  respected  our  own  products,  Mr.  S.  said, 
we  ought  to  take  a  lesson  from  the  experience  of 
1809.  Our  produce  was  then  taken  to  Lisbon 
and  thence  elsewhere;  but  the  greater  part  of  it 
had  lo  pay  double  freight — and  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  system,  which  would  however  as 
effectually  stop  the  clamors  of  the  navigating 
interest,  as  if  the  colonial  ports  were  open.  The 
consumer  would  have  to  pay  for  it. 

He  was  struck,  he  said,  with  the  inconsistency 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  com- 
plained so  much  of  the  British  policy  of  inter- 
dicting our  vessels  from  her  colonial  ports,  and 
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r^rtie  ne!ft  brealh  contended  that  the  loss  of  that 
I  *r»jmerc^  altogether  would  bf  unimportant,  since 


Ik- 


il 


*;got  trothing  from  them  but  sugar  and  rum. 
tr.  Kito  here  explained.]  If  the  West  India 
i|e  wai<  important.  Mr.  S.  continued,  we  ought 
c  to  sacrifice  it  easily;  not  to  make  experi- 
n  rflts  wixich  will  certainly  deprive  us  of  it  tem- 
Mrily.  }f  not  deprive  us  of  it  forever.  And,  if 
t^^e  of  3iio  importance  to  us,  there  could  be  no 
K'ssity  jf  making  a  rout  about  it.  If  we  even 
noihijig  from  the  West  Indies  but  rum  and 
nr,  w.  get  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  in 
va-4e  as  we  carry  there  of  our  produce,  that  is, 
njirly  si>  millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
h«!'no  hppe  of  coercion  ;  he  was  certain  it  would 
n'J.'do,  b«n  the  experiment  would  ultimate  ex- 
ailir  in  iJie  way  which  he  had  anticipated. 

M'hile.\jp,  he  said,  he  would  refer  to  the  raan- 
nl  in  wl;ich  diflferent  interests  were  treated  here, 
LTii   year  the  agriculturists  were  taxed  for  the 
i^iport  oi  the  manufacturing  interests  ;  this  year 
itj|.>(  proposed  to  tax  them  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nv.igatin*'    interest.     Meanwhile,    potatoes   and 
orer  provisions  are  imported  here  from  Ireland, 
ai^  corn;is  carried  from   the  West  Indies  into 
C&rnectit^t.     Is  a  wprd  said  about  the  interest 
OMpe  agriculturist  7     No  ;  agriculture  is  obliged 
tcTike  ciTre  of  itself,  and   in  every  instance  is 
ta-Jli  tributary  to  classes  of  an  inferior  character. 
A^fore  he  sat  down,  he  would  say  a  word  or 
ivXias  to  the  course  which  he  conceived   the 
coiacils  ot-'  this  nation  ought  to  pursue.     It  had 
b%|JsaiJ.  in  reference  to  the  navigation  act  of 
Grf  »i  Brit:uD,  that  her  policy  should  be  ours.    It 
ha*;)een  foreseen.  Mr.  S.  said,  by  her  statesmen, 
asfMi^ag..  as  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth, 
ih*»jreat  Britain  was  to  become  a  great  nation 
b>^^iieans  iff  her  navigating,  and  not  of  her  agri- 
cuiiryral  inferest.     Those  men.  seeing  their  true 
puljc|,  had-taken  means  to  cherish  and  foster  that 
gri^finterj^t  of  their  country  ;  they  had  not  made 
th«»^'-.eat  interest  of  their  country  subservient  to 
th'Ji^ferioi  ones.      Gentlemen  told  of  the  policy 
of*/*r  nafjions,  and  invited  the  House  to  imitate 
if.  •.'^Ir.  S.  ;^aid,  they   spoke  of  nations  wherein 
coftiierce  r^as  the  great  interest,  to  which  the 
larffril  intei-esj  was  subservient.     Such,  he  said, 
wajijot  the'situation  of  this  nation.     Here  cora- 
V  was  subservient  to  the  landed  interest — 
}s  had  been  well  said   by  one  of  our  great 
,?but  the  handmaid  of  agriculture, 
.yiher  idea  had  been  broached,  that  we  ought 
t^ouragi*  navigation  as  a  nursery  for  our  navy. 
v.touk  tie  same  course.  Mr.  S.  said,  we  should 
i|3ly  ru:)  the  same  career  as  the  nations  who 
•recedi^d  us.  and  terminate  thatcareer  aseve- 
ifonharf  that  haJ  commenced  it.   With  all  her 
Jme  pcjwer,  what  is  Great  Britain?     Would 
an  m  this  country  agree  that  we   should 


f  h^if>  conditions  with  herf'  Certainly  not.  He 
way.jitfor  ,(iscouraging  naval  enterprise,  nor  op- 
po>^*jioa  navy,  but  not  in  favor  of  a  navy  to  the 
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I  am.  said  he.  for 
commerce  such  as 


^xtj^^^of  ihi,t  of  Great  Britain.   He  wished  not  to 
see   vjnatiui  cursed  with  a  debt,  which  would  bow 
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will  maintain  itself,  without  taxing  the  great  body 
of  this  nation  for  its  benefit. 

Mr.  Ci.AY  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Sheffey's  view  of  the  construction  of  the  treaty 
as  affected  bv  this  bill. 

Some  further  amendments  having  been  made 
to  the  bill- 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  had  hoped 
that  some  gentleman  would  have  anticipated  him 
in  the  motion  which  he  felt  himself  under  the  ne- 
ce.ssity  of  making.     He  could  not  help,  he  said, 
in  the  examination  of  this  subject,  taking  a  review 
of  the  scenes  through  which  we  have  passed  for 
the  last  ten  or  eleven  years.   In  ISOC.he  believed, 
the  merchants  of  the  country,  uniting,  as  with  a 
common    impulse  from  every  quarter,  laid    their 
memorials  before  Congress,  urging  them,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  interruption  of  the  colonial  trade, 
to  adopt  some  regulations  which  should  restore  to 
them   the  enjoyment   of  rights   violated    by  the 
British  practice,  and  pledging   their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  sacred    honor,  to  support  their 
country    in    the   legislative    warfare   then   com- 
menced and  carried  on  at  their  solicitation.    The 
moment  the  difficulties  growing  out  of  the  meas- 
ures thus  adopted  began  to  press  upon  the  coun- 
try, said   Mr.  J.,  and   the  necessity  appeared  (to 
use  the  language  of  a  gentleman  lately  in  debate) 
of  toeing  the  trig,  and  standing  thereat  all  hazards 
— of  entering  into  the  contest  with  caution,  bot, 
being  in,  of  acting  firmly— they  abused  their  Gov- 
ernment,  abandoned    its  cause,  and  traitorously 
turned  their  force  and  power  against  the  coontrf. 
I  am  unwilling,  sir,  to  enter  on  a  scene  similar  to 
that ;  to  engage,  at  the  instance  of  the  same  men, 
probably,  in  a  course  of  policy  fraught  with  con- 
sequences of  the  first  importance,  after  the  expe- 
rience we  have  had  from  the  source  I  have  men- 
tioned.    I  would  be  the  last  man  in  the  House  or 
the  nation,  indiscriminately  to  condemn  the  mer- 
chants; there  were  some  who  commuted  them- 
selves on  the  occasion  referred  to.  and  redeemed 
the  Diedije  they  gave.     I  speak  of  the  great  mass 
of  them,  who  did  most  traitorously  abandon  the 
Government,  which,  in  supporting  them,  had  ad- 
vanced to  that  point  whence  to  retreat  was  irre- 
trievable dishonor,  and  when  the  support  of  the 
whole  country  was  wanted. 

At  one  time,  said  Mr.  J.,  we  find  the  merchant 
not  willing  to  impose  high  duties  on  foreign  pro- 
ductions, as  urged  by  the  manufacturing  interest, 
because  they  will  have  the  effect  to  injure  trade, 
and  diminish  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  de- 
prive them  of  the  profit  of  legitimate  voyages  en- 
tered into  when  no  restrictions  or  higher°daties 
were  anticipated;  and,  when  they  have  obtained 
a  redundant  supply  of  the  same  articles,  urging 
you  to  increase  the  duties  on  exportation,  in  order 
to  have  the  greater  benefit  of  their  speculation. 
It  had  been  justly  remarked,  Mr.  J.  said,  that  the 
interest  of  the  great  body  of  the  nation— the  agri- 
culturists— was  never  consulted  ;  they  were  the 
great   passive   beast    of  burden,    bearing  all  the 
weight  imposed  upon  it.  and  asking  nothing  of 
the  Government,  in  their  boldest  prayer,  but  to 
be  let  alone.     Mr.  J.  said,  he  must  yield  to  the 
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pressure  of  a  severe  cold,  and  not  proceed  further 
in  his  remarks.  He  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

[After  some  conversation  Mr.  J.  agreed  to  with- 
draw this  motion  for  the  present,  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  Mr.  Forsyth  to  try  the  sense  of  the 
House  ou  amendments  he  desired  to  propose  to 
the  bill.1. 

Mr.  Ki.NG  rose  to  remark  upon  Mr.  jACKSOiN's 
allusion  to  the  merchants  having  traitorously 
turned  their  force  against  the  Government.  Let 
me,  said  he,  ask  the  gentleman  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion in  this  respect  to  the  conduct  of  a  whole 
State  in  the  South.  Let  me  point  his  attention 
to  an  armory  built  on  the  banks  of  James  river, 
for  the  express  purpose  (as  avowed  by  an  honor- 
able merabtr  from  that  State)  of  opposing  ibe 
Government  by  force. of  arms  ! 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  proposed  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  tiill,  sundry  new  sections,  embrac- 
ing a  system  of  discriminating  duties,  to  super- 
sede the  clauses  of  prohibition  and  exclusion,  em- 
braced in  the  bill,  and  proceeded,  though  much 
indisposed,  to  assign  his  reasons  for  a  preference 
of  this  mode  of  counteracting  the  British  colonial 
regulations,  over  that  before  the  Committee,  and 
which  would,  perhaps,  induce  him  to  vote  against 
the  bill,  should  bis  amendment  not  eventually 
succeed.  The  object  of  either  of  the  two  systems 
would  be  to  produce,  by  conventional  regulation, 
or  otherwise,  a  relaxation  of  the  colonial  system 
in  that  particular  from  which  our  navigation 
suffers. 

The  effect  on  the  British  colonial  system  would 
be  the  same,  whether  duties  or  prohibitions  were 
imposed  on  the  trade  now  carried  on  in  llieir  ves- 
sels with  their  colonies.  But  the  effect  of  the 
two  courses  on  this  country  would  be  very  dif- 
ferent. The  absolute  prohibition  of  all  exports  to 
the  British  West  Indies,  (which  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  bill,)  would  strike  off  at  once  six 
millions  of  our  exports.  It  might  be  said  that 
these  exports  would  go  to  some  other  ports  of  the 
world;  that  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants  would 
find  a  market.  It  might  be  so,  Mr.  F.  said,  in  the 
course  of  time;  but  the  immediate  fffect  would 
be  an  extraordinary  pre.ssure,  and  be  thought  an 
unnecessary  pressure,  on  the  agriculture  and  com- 
merce of  some  parts  of  the  country.  So  far  as 
respected  the  immediate  interest  of  the  agricul- 
tural portion  of  the  community,  it  was  a  matter 
of  perfect  indifference,  whether  that  trade  was 
carried  on  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
foreign  bottoms;  and  any  sacrifice  tiiey  might 
make  in  this  respect,  to  liie  navigating  interest, 
would  be  gratuitous.  If  they  agreed,  then,  by 
their  Representatives  in  Congress,  to  impose  ex- 
cessive duties  on  this  trade,  as  now  conducted,  it 
was  as  much,  Mr.  F.  said,  as  those  interested  in 
navigation  had  a  right  to  expect.  For  his  part 
he  was  willing  to  make  the  experiment  of  heavy 
duties,  but  be  was  uuwilling  to  prohibit  the  trade 
entirely. 

There  would  also  be  a  wide  difference  in  the 
operation  of  the  two  systems  on  the  British  co- 
lonial possessions.     If  we  prohibit  the  trade  en- 


tirely, we  might  do  exactly  that  which  the  Brit- 
ish Government  wishes.  The  whole  colonial 
system  of  Great  Britain  was  founded  on  the  basis 
of  encouraging  the  commercial  and  navigating 
interest  at  every  expense,  and  the  wishes  and  in- 
clinations of  the  colonies  weighed  not  a  feather 
in  the  balance.  At  this  time  the  West  India 
islands  suffer  nothing,  and  the  British  navigating 
interest  is  fostered  and  promoted  at  our  expense. 
No  complaint  was  made  by  the  inhabitants  and 
proprietors  of  the  British  West  India  islands 
against  the  operation  of  this  system,  because  it 
did  not  affect  them.  By  imposing  duties  on  the 
trade,  however,  a  pressure  would  be  produced, 
which  would  compel  them  to  resort  to  remon- 
strances to  the  British  Government,  and  which, 
severely  affecting  the  interests  of  the  proprietors, 
resident  in  England,  might  be  expected  to  pro- 
duce an  effect  on  the  ministry,  dec. ;  and  such  du- 
ties, instead  of  operating  injuriously  on  our  own 
commerce,  would  benefit  the  revenue  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  colonies,  and.  through  them,  at  the 
expense  of  the  British  nation,  dcx. 

The  blanks  in  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Forsyth,  having  been  filled — 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  rose  in  explanation 
on  a  point  which  had  been  incidentally  introduced 
into  debate.  He  had,  when  up  before,  referred 
to  the  analogy  between  the  slate  of  things  al  ibis 
day  and  in  1S06,  and  staled  that  the  merchants 
then  came  forward  in  mass  wilii  their  memorials, 
urging  Congress  to  lake  an  altitude  of  resistance 
to  the  policy  of  the  British  Government,  and 
pledging  their  co-operation  ;  they  had  even  gone 
so  far  as  to  talk  of  war,  and  recommended  it  in 
preference  to  a  submission  to  the  then  existing 
slate  of  things.  In  referring  lo  them  afterwards, 
though  he  had  drawn  a  distinction  between  the 
highminded  merchants  and  those  of  another  de- 
scription, he  had  said  ihal  the  latter  had  traitor- 
ously abandoned  the  cause  of  their  country,  and 
turned  their  furceand  power  against  il — not  mean- 
ing that  they  had  opposed  their  Governmeul  by 
force  of  arms,  but  by  that  moral  force,  the  co- 
operation of  which  is  indispensable  to  carry  this 
Goveruuient  through  a  war.  If  men  in  that  sit- 
uation of  life  told  the  community  thai  the  Gov- 
ernment was  taking  a  wrong  course,  many  would 
believe  them,  and  they  thus  subtracted  from  the 
Government  a  vast  portion  of  its  moral  power. 
Tliey,  therefore,  Mr.  J.  said,  had  traitorously 
abandoned  the  ground  on  which  they  had  pledged 
themselves  to  support  the  Government,  and  so  far 
turned  their  force  and  power  against  it.  He 
should  not  have  risen,  however,  but  to  put  to 
rights  a  sta:ement  which  he  understood  to  have 
been  made  on  another  point,  and  lo  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ma>sachuietts  had  just  referred  ; 
that  about  the  years  1799-lSOO,  the  armory  au- 
thorized to  be  built  by  the  State  of  Virginia  was 
intended  to  manufacture  arms  for  the  purpose  of 
opposing  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation. 
Sir,  1  appeal  to  your  recollection,  (addressing  Mr. 
Breckcnridge,  Chairman  of  the  Committee.) 
for  we  were  then  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
loceiher,  whether  the  faci  was  st 
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"■J  ?*'':^*'*°<'''"' o^V''"?'^'".  "sited  Mr.  Jackson 
•Vpc'De^  be  referred,  in  his  observation.^  to  any 
•f  jleme^it  said  to  have  been  made  by  him  on  this 
^(Jor?    ^nd  Mr.  Jackson  having  intimated  that 
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Su  did-i 
[  IMr. 


j^t'i«clynttaci(ed  on  the  ground  i 
i*.'  mentJoned,  by  one  of  tiiat  ▼ 
'fijfia  of  persons  who  at  that  time 
Jltweralists.  and  since  that  timi?  hav« 
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.  ^«..  f^*NDOLPH  a*ked  the  opportunity  to  make 
iij  explanation  on  the  subject;  and.   he  said,  he 
^i|ew  not  why  he  did  so,  lor  it  was  full  as  proba- 
.•)   what    he  said   would  go  abroad   not   in   the 
tijpe  in.  which  his  declaration  was  made  on  this 
Ji_^r,   thf  second  and    the  third  time,  as  it  had 
•jfie  the  fir.st.     He  would  recapitulate— and  he 
ijiferredto  the  father  of  that  institution,  (the  ar- 
**ry,)  John  Taylor,  of  Caroline,  tor  his  correct- 
ifts  on  tnis  point.     The  first  time,  said  Mr.  R., 
imit  I  f  Vf  r  dreamt  of  being  a  public  man,  by  elec- 
i»ni  to  a  seat  on  this  floor,  to  which  I  did  succeed, 
*^as  combatted  at  Charlotte  court-house,  and 
jyi'liclynuacked  on    the  ground  the  gentleman 

31   tiiat  very  numerous 
le  were  staunch 
ve  been  staunch 
Itrsonuns,  .Vladisonians,  and  Monroites    and  I 
.|*e  no  ^oubt  will  De  Vicars  of  Bray  to  the  end 
iJ  Jie  ch^j)(er— one  of  those  persons  who  said  that 
"Jfare  ilte  sepoys,  the  native  iroops.  and  they  the 
rf'Ter   oljicers— one  of  those  apostates  who  are 
tAtn  in  ^  many  instances  tc  the  bosom  of  the 
Rijiical  ,-hurch  to  which  fheyr  have  apostati.sed. 
IJviis  askfd,  by  this  person,  if  I  justified  the  es- 
t^rc^hment  ot  ihe  armory  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
^>ng    Mr    Adams's  Administration.     I   said   I 
thai  I  could  not  conceive  any  case  in  which 
eoplf  could  not  be  intrusted  with  arms  ;  and 
the  use  ol  them,  to  oppose  oppressive  meas- 
was  in  principle  the  same,  whether  those 
pe  Arfminisiration  of  Lord  North,  or  that  of 
'  Adams;  that  administration,   the  object  of 
r>  I  had  no  doubt  then,  and  I  have  none  now, 
to  ctiange  the  Constitution  of  the   United 
.  *  '°  '**'^'-  as  »t  i-*  now  changed  in  substance. 
1*1?  had  continued  to  persevere  in  that  course  of 
c*«uci  which  had  given  just  alarm  to  the  wisest 
a^.best  men  in  this  country,  and  particularly  in 
WliDia,  Mr.  K.  said,  he  had  no  doubt  it  would 
\J', /r"""*'^*^   in  an   appeal    to  arms;  and   it 
^'lld  hate  done  so  on  the  principles  of  the  Rev- 

^5'/"  °'  ^^S^'  a"«l  <^f  the  Revolution  of  1776, 
li^ijtjer  one  nor  the  other  of  which  took  place  on 
a^yjuther  principle  than  resistance  of  the  en- 
c*jarijhmtBt3  of  Government  on  the  rights  of  the 

m'^p  ^'  '^*'  *'™^'  *°^  subsequent  to  it, 
»  »-4R-  s^id,  he  understood  the  temper  of  the 
la  F^tjgislature  (without  meaning  to  say 
°t8'<i'')  as  Well  as  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
s-H  |own.  My  declaraiion  was,  said  Mr.  R.. 
*--|t|[he  ai«inory  was  erected  to  furnish  the  people 
^'^tf  arras;  to  resist  Federal  usurpation,  provided 
th^  (federal  Administration  bad  continued  in  that 
ca^.r  of  ijppression  winch  it  had  commenced. 
Tvjle  weje  his  words,  which,  he  said,  had  been 
soti|how  »:ut  off  from  the  main  body  of  his  dec- 
'''•■^on.  tJ3ut  he  hoped  he  was  not  understood  to 
sa^,|hat,  though  in  time  of  peace  the  State  of  Vir- 
gHjj(J  was  prepared  to  assert  the  rights  of  that  an- 
cria\  and  Venerable  Commonwealth,  which  after 


hiring  hoi.sted  the  Aug  that  braved  the  battle  and 
the  breeze;  the  flag  that  braved  Lord  North    was 
not  going  to  succumb  to  John  Adams— which  had 
been  then,  and  now  was,  as  ready  to  resist  the  en- 
croachments of  this  Government,  as  she  was  or 
ever  had  been  to  resist  the  Parliament  and  Min 
istry  of  Great  Britain;  he  hoped  he  was  not  un- 
derstood   to  intimate  that  he  or  that  State  was 
disposed  to  turn  the  extreme  medicine  of  the  Con- 
stitution into   the  ordinary  diet— he  was   no  ab- 
stract politician.     Abstract  measures  in  Govero- 
ment.  he  said,  were  what  decisions  on  cases  coram 
non  judice  were  in  a  court  of  law.     Make  out  a 
case,  said  he ;  let  me  see  the  patient ;  if  he  went 
to  a  tailor  to  be  measured  for  a  coat,  he  went  to 
a  man  who  would  take  him  as  he  was,  ill-shaped 
and  ill  made-up,  not  to  a  man  who  had  but  one 
measure  for  all  statures,  and  that  measure  from 
no  living  man,  but  from  some  fancy  of  the  beau 
}°*«'— from  the  Irish  giant  or  the  Polish  dwarf- 
he  hoped,  he  said,  he  had  not  been  understood  to 
say  that,  when  the  enemy  was  at  the  door;  when 
his  foot  was  on  the  soil;  when  the  country  was 
invaded;  when   Hannibal    was  knocking  at  the 
gates  ot  Rome.     No,  he  never  did  mean  to  say, 
that,  under  those  circumstances,  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia would  pitch  upon  that  time  to  array  hcr- 
sell  against   the  General   Government,     ^o,  he 
said,  she  would  fignt  out  the  war,  and  settle  the 
quarrel  afterwards.     Her  uniform  policy  showed 
that  that  was  the  course  which  she  would  in  such 
circumstances  pursue.      With  respect  to  an  hon- 
orable assembly,  which  had  been  spoken  of  la  this 
House  and  out  of  it — the  Hartford  Convention  — 
as  opposed  to  the  Richmond  bayonets,  he  meant 
to  be  on  the  side,  not  only  of  the  bayonet,  but  of 
the    Richmond    bayonets.     Bring    that   question 
ever  before  him,  as  an  individual  member  of  this 
House,  or  as  a  man,  and  he  would  take  the  Rich- 
mond bayonets,  to  use  a  sporting  phrase,   a'^ainst 
the  Hdrtlord  Convention.  ' 

Mr.  R.  said  he  meant  not  to  deny  the  right  of 
any  State  in   the   Union,  Rhode   Island,   if  you 
will,  to  assert  its  rights  against  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, any  more  than  the  right  of  the  people 
of   Virginia    to   assert   their    n^jhts  against  their 
Government.    It  was  a  great  revolutionary  prin- 
ciple, and  he  was  sorry  to  say  it  was  at  work.    He 
had.  he  said,  but  one  favor  lo  ask  of  any  gentle- 
man on  this  floor— to  take  the  words  he  employ- 
ed, not  a  gloss  or  false  misrepresentation  of  ihera 
—  which  tie  was  sure  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
not  the  least  disposition  to  do.    I  do  say  now,  said 
Mr.  R.,  ihai  if  the  Federal  Adminisiratioii  did 
not  halt  in  its  career  of  usurpation  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  and  the  Constitution  ot  the  country, 
the  State  of  Virginia  was  disposed  to  stand  on 
the  bank  of  the  Potomac,  and  defend  that  parch- 
ment against  the  bayonets  of  those  who  were 
willing  to  burn<hat  parchment  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.     But  it  was  not  combustible;  the  con- 
spirators against  New  Orleans,  from  above,  suc- 
ceeded no  better  than  its  assailants  from  below; 
instead  ol  burning  the  parchment,  sir,  they  burnt 
their  own  fingers. 
Mr.  Jack3on  said,  he  was  glad  of  the  explana- 
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tion  the  gentleman  had  given.  I  am  myself,  said 
he,  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  nation  who  would 
quote  what  comes  from  newspapers,  because  mis- 
representations occur  in  them — often  accidental, 
sometimes  intentional.  But,  in  our  domicil,  this 
day,  the  gentleman  from  .Massachusetts,  reciting 
what  [  understood  as  the  amount  of  my  colleague's 
declaration,  asked  me  whether  Virginia  did  not 
build  an  arsenal  for  the  purpose  of  manufactur- 
ing arms,  expressly  to  oppose  the  con.stituted  au- 
thorities of  the  country  ;  from  which,  I  understood 
him  to  convey  the  idea  that  such  was  the  state- 
ment that  had  been  made  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Randolph  explained.  He  did  believe  that 
nothing  but  the  awfulness  of  the  times  had  in- 
duced a  majority  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  at 
that  period,  to  have  launched  into  so  expensive 
an  undertaking  as  the  establishment  of  the  armo- 
ry. The  fair  and  alleged  use  of  that  institution 
was  to  arm  the  militia.  Who  could  object  to  it  ? 
Who  would  say  that  freemen  had  not  a  right  to 
arm  a<rainst  John  Adams  and  his  provisional 
z.xmy ,fruge$  consumere  nati,  provided  they  had 
gone  on  in  their  course  of  usurpation  ?  W^hen  he 
Dad  made  the  remarks  referred  to,  it  was  on  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  going  still  fur- 
ther to  narrow  the  limits  of  State  rights,  dec. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  having  a  distinct  recollec- 
tion of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he  should 
proceed  with  his  statement.  In  the  year  1798, 
said  Mr.  J.,  General  Wood  was  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  who  had  been  a  general  officer  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  but  always  was,  during 
his  life — though  standing  high  in  the  confidence 
of  the  Republican  party — an  uneq'iivocal  Feder- 
alist, in  the  usual  acceptation  of  the  term.  Dur- 
ing his  administration,  the  Legislature  authorized 
the  purchase  of  arms.  About  that  time,  Mr.  J. 
said,  that  he  (q'lite  a  boy)  had  been  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  and  then  first  took  sides;  for,  ante- 
rior to  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
distinguished  men  in  Congress,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Britisli  Treaty  question,  the  people 
were  not  divided  into  parties.  The  Governor 
had  contracted  with  Swann.  of  Boston,  who 
had  delivered  at  Richmond  4  000  stand  of  arms, 
at  813  each — the  whole  costing  $52,000  annually. 
These  arms  had  been  found  worthless,  on  trial, 
having  been  purchased  in  Europe,  the  refuse  ot 
armories  and  shops  there,  on  speculation.  The 
Legislature,  in  consequence  of  that  state  of  the 
fact,  and  desiring  to  provide  arms  for  the  State 
— a  measure  whi^rh  had  always  been  a  subject 
of  anxiety  with  General  Washinoton,  without 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  times;  if  any  such 
Tiews  were  entertained,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  not 
let  into  them — had  enacted  a  lawauthorizing  the 
establishment  of  an  arsenal  at  Richmond,  in  order 
to  get  good  arms  instead  of  bad.  In  the  n<»xt  year. 
(1800.)  .Mr.  Monroe  succeeded  to  the  Chair  of  the 
State  government.  Party  division  was  at  its 
crisis.  The  ferment  eventuated  in  the  adoption, 
by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  of  the  general 
ticket  system,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  succeeded  to  the 
Presidency.  Tne  armory  had  been,  ever  since 
that  day,  in  operation;  and  Mr.  J.  said  be  never 


had,  until  he  bad  heard  the-suggestion  on  this 
floor  this  morning,  (referring  to  what  his  colleague 
had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  in  the  absence  of 
.Mr.  J.,)  heard  a  single  individual  intimate  a  dis- 
position to  oppose  with  arms  the  constituted 
authority  of  the  Government.  John  Taylor,  of 
Caroline,  was  a  popular  man.  at  the  head  of  the 
Democraiic  party,  in  the  Virginia  Legislature,  in 
the  year  1798.  But.  if  he  or  any  other  of  the 
friends  of  the  armory  had  any  such  intention  as 
had  been  referred  to,  they  had  concealed  it  from 
the  majority;  and  it  had  not,  to  the  knowledge 
of  Mr.  J.,  been  avowed  by  any  person.  As  proof 
of  the  disposition  of  Virginia  to  acquiesce  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  however  oppressive,  of  the 
General  Government,  and  to  resist  them  only  by 
the  Constitutional  means  of  election,  Mr.  J.  said 
he  might  refer  to  the  fact,  that  during  that  period, 
the  sedition  law  hai  been  carried  into  execution 
in  the  Capital  of  the  State.  True  it  was  that 
Callender  had  traduced  the  Founder  of  the  Lib- 
erties and  the  Father  of  his  Country,  but  his 
demerit  did  not  change  the  character  of  the  sedi- 
tion law  ;  and  the  same  temjier  of  respect  for  the 
law  would,  in  all  human  probability,  have  exisied, 
if  the  punishment  of  the  sedition  law  h.id  been 
inflicted  on  the  first  man  of  the  State,  instead  of 
the  vilest  miscreant. 

Mr.  Randolph  apologized  for  troubling  the 
House  again,  which  he  should  not  have  done,  had 
not  his  name  been  brought  into  quesiioit  by  two 
gentlemen  on  this  occasion.  He  saw  now  tiel'ore 
him.  he  said,  a  son  of  one  of  those  men,  to  whom 
he  could  on  all  occasions  have  appealed,  who 
never  minced  his  declarations — never  stopped 
short  of  the  extent  to  which  he  was  witling  to 
jjo  —  never  looked  one  way  and  rowed  another. 
The  times,  he  said,  had  b-en  awful  at  the  period 
referred  to.  It  was  certainly  true  that  John  Tay- 
lor, of  Caroline,  (a  name  which  would  live  wiien 
many,  if  not  all,  ol  this  Assembly  were  forgot- 
ten.) was  the  father  of  that  armory,  which — not 
meaning  to  impeach  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man over  the  way.  (.Mr.  Jackson) — was  built, 
not  so  much  because  of  the  badness  of  the  anns. 
as  because  it  was  proper  for  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  keep  in  her  possession  the  means  of  arming  (he 
militia,  rather  than  depend  for  her  supply  on  c  m- 
tracts  which  the  United  States  might  stop.  The 
persons  who  were  active  in  the  establistimeui  of 
that  Armory  were  long-headed  and  clear-sighted 
men.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  afraid  some  of  the 
arms  since  made  by  the  armory  were  not  much 
better  than  those  supplied  by  Swann — but  that, 
by  the  way.  John  Taylor.  Mr.  R.  said,  was  the 
father  of  the  general  ticket  law  of  Virginia.  He 
had  drawn  it,  supported  it.  and  had.  by  Divine 
permission,  made  Thomas  Jefferson  Presideni  of 
the  United  States.  That  law  had  p:^sseJ  bui  by 
five  votes.  At  the  time.  s<id  Mr.  R..  that  I  was 
elected  against  an  oppo-iiion  raised  upon  the  very 
ground  of  a  disposition  on  the  pari  of  those  wiin 
whom  I  was  politically  connected,  and  ol  my- 
self ctjnsequenily.  to  opp  jse  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Adams  by  force,  Patrick  Henry  was  elect- 
ed  to   the   Assembly  by  that   part  of  Charlotie 
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^|OUDty  which  ihen  supported  the  AdministraiioD.    clearly  ascertained  that  the  armory  establisUrl 
^for,  so  far  from  knowing  nothing  of  parties,  if  I  ;  on  the  banks  of  Jaraes  river  was  intended    o  on 
i  J.ere  to  .pecify  «he  time  in  this  Government  at    pose  the  administration  of  John  Adams,  if  it  we Ji' 
'^jvhichtheyrunhighest,Ishouldsay,nl798-'99.,on  in   its  mad  career.     Mr.  P.  said    he  dd  no 


.jj  leavt  you  to  judge,  sir.  who  knew  the  man,  know  how  that  fact  had  been  ascertained      It  was 

li     I  tTv\    Vu"""^  !''''V  '^."^  '^""'.'^  ''^'^  "  "''*'"  ^^^''-  "'»'  'he  men  who  had  the  pVinc.- 

||ood,  jad  Patrick  Henry  lived  to  have  taken  his  pal  agency  in  the  establishment  of  that  armorv 

it-at.     Five  votes  !  Mr.  R.  exclaimed.      P.,r..b  had  mo.t  unequivocally  disavowed  that   n?eat?oJ' 


ilat.  Five  votes!  Mr.  R.  exclaimed.  Patrick 
4^jBenry  was  good  for  five  times  five  votes  doubled 
|i)i  ihaf  body.     Patrick  Henry,  said   Mr,  R..  ar- 


was  then,  said  Mr.  P..  a  young  man,  ardent  and 
zealous  in  the  cause  which  I  then  thought,  and 
now  think,  the  right  cause.  I  put  mor*  confi- 
dence then  in  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  refer,  than 
I  would  now  do  in  any  man.  I  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  in  1797— the  first  year  an  appro- 

,T  '     ■  ■     ,7  -, '    — -   ••---    priation  for  arms  was  made — and  in  the  four  fnl- 

^jereg^ven  away  very  little  was  retained.  He  saw  ,  lowing  successive  years.  I  perfec tV  we H  /eco  - 
;  i.d  depicted.  ,n  clear  and  vivid  colors,  the  danger  Ilect,  in  the  discussion  of  the  resolutirn  which 
^^lacv.lwar.  It  would  not  do  for  me  to  attempt  made  so  much  noise  then,  and  haveTnce  been 
,  f^  say  ^hat,  much  less  how,  he  spoke  to  the  peo-  frequently  referred  to.  John  Taylor  of  Carolme 
»-.  Uwill  only  .ay.  that  when  General  Wash-  ,  was  expressly  charged  by  General  Henrv  Lee 
QTON.  died— in  whom  a  I  had   ronfi.Jpr.PP    K...     ,K»n  „  i^„^J..  _r  .V    TT^   general  nenry  Lee, 


•rmyed  iiimself  on  the  side  of  what  he  called  the 
Vjjonstiiution.  I  heard  the  last  speech  he  made. 
Jljle  told  the  people  they  had,  against  his  voice, 
•♦i|ade  fiver  the  purse  and  the  sword.  He  was  a 
■pjractici^l  politician,  and  knew,  that  where  these 


laTON*  died— in  whom  all  had  confidence,  but 
i^e  did-not  choose  to  risk  our  liberties  on  his  life 
-the  l^rst  words  that  escaped  the  lips  of  [name 


then  a  member  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  with 
intending  to  bring  on  these  measures  and  the  ar- 
mory, &.C.,  together,  and  that  the  armory  was  in 


W  he^jd  by  the  Reporter]  were,  "  Then  i^S^  \  ;:al.^yT;:tet;d?     t^o^se  ^^'^eS^l^r^r^rn 
IJder    Hamilton    Commander-in-Chief    of    the    ment;  that       '  J  F".^  i^e  reaerai  Govern 

;Vluericiin  Army  !"     He  was  of  high-toned  poll-  !  upon  it,  this 

lis:  wv  were  afraid  of  him.     We  did  not  then  1  Mr.Taylor'^ 

■i<ow,  trat  he  who  was  next  to  Mr.  Taylor  in  the 

iigislaiure,  ^~  '     -  -•      '^ 


% 


whatever  other  color  might   be  put 
s  was  the  object.     I  never  shall  forget 

i^ow  t.at  he  who  was  next  to  Mr:Ta;ior  in  th^  |  ^i;]  J^'^'^^j^^;^  lit^a:;::;;"';:^;";^;:^:: 

fern 'as'hS*  r  'ir  Convention,  advocated  a  '  occupation,  and  suppot;d  c.rcumSes    ont^^^^^^^^^ 
l^ha^sCkev^or  f;  A'«^°'^"   H^'^'l'on'^.  and  ,  ed  with  his  own  Tiiuation,  he  turned  to  General 

itk  nice  7had  Z  tt"'-  f  S  ^'°  ^'  '^^^  l''^  "'^  ^'^"^  ^^''^''  ^'  ^'^  '^^  ^^^  ^''o  might 
Ihl    hS  .?nL    ,n  .  '^",^"°°'  "^  ^'°S  charged  on     be  expected  to  seek  redress  for  present  evils  in  a 

K.nch.^;f  'f  Tad'^f  'T"^''^  ru'  ^''"«  '    r'^  r^'  ^     ^'^^  ^'^  circumstances  so  de.pe  ate 
U.rmn  /nf  '  'ndividual,  and  the  same    was  likely  to  desire  civTl  commotion,  ic  ?     The 

f  iVbe  ause  I  h'f  ""f  T'^  t"'^J  '°  ^°«''''^;  '°  '^'  circumstance  that  his  situation  was  in  an 
III  \  rJ^  """^^"^  '^"^  '^^  ""^^  '^S^'"^  '  fniinenl  degree  prosperous  and  happy  m  private 
1?  .n'^  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  in  ,  life,  I  never  did  believe  Mr.  Taylor  was  ihSkrnd 
*|os.Dg-  one  Adm.niMration.  as  I  had  done  in    of  a  man,  who  would  seek  redress  for  n^liiic.l 

fe?  ^^^''r^l'^rr-  ^'  '"^  '"  !''^  ^'''-  '  «^i-^«"ce^  by  revolution  ;  nor  do  I  Mieve^ha  he 
j^<4  0latLs,  perhaps, had  been  more  misunderstood,  ;  ever  expected  the  muskets  manufactured  in  that 
i^|m..n  more  reviled-and  that,  Mr.  R.sa.d,  was    armory  to  be  employed  in  a  cfvil  war      ff  he  had 


Jf^j   ■■•■"    •"-•>-    n.»iicu — aiiu    luai,  i«ii .  xv.  &<tiu,    was 

i^ftold  declaration  for  Aim  to  make— than  Alex- 


amilton;  unless,  perhaps,  the  venerable 


it<^mber  from  Massachusetts.  (Mr.  Pickehi.ng,) 
"vjLom,  whatever  may  be  said  of  him,  all  wi'u 
Bjli-w  10  he  an  honest  man.  The  other  day,  said 
?*i|.  R.,  vfheu  that  honorable  member  was  speak- 
]iiA  ot  hjs  own  situation  on  the  compensation 
'»|i  stiuii^when  his  voice  faltered  and  his  eyes 
If  Ij-il  at  [pe  mention  of  his  poverty— I  thought  I 
s^<iulo  h»»ve  giveu  the  riches  of  Dives  himself  for 
j[i;-^hi>i.oJ:able  feeling- when  he  spoke  of  his  pov 


thought  so,  I  do  believe  he  never  would  have 
used  his  influence  to  have  had  an  appropriation 
made  for  that  object.  If  he  had  have  done  so  he 
would  not  have  succeeded,  had  those  loteniions 
been  avowed.  He  most  emphatically  did  dis- 
claim, as  I  do  now,  any  such  views.  In  regard 
to  the  general  ticket  law,  there  was  in  that  Legis- 
lature  a  man  who  had  much  more  influence  m 
procuring  its  passage  than  Colonel  Taylor— I 
mean  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States.     I  do  not  believe  that  all  the  united  force 


MuiioiHlMvenrr/npr."  „"''"'';*?","' """i"'^  '"  "1'°"'"  wodJ   ,h«   h.ve   carried  .be 

H.!!-.:!  V^HTrjr't!?^^  ■,'■  -^  -^f-  «■.  '  I     Mr,  Lc-.i^iror  o4r.:mo,,d  >h..  ,he  Co... 

mitiee  now  rise;  not  that  be  desired  to  take  any 
part  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill,  but  in  the  hope 


Wiijld  give  hirn  what  little  I  have,  to  have  in- 
^i|i)ed  oy  my  tomb,  as  he  may  on  his.  Here  lies 
;l^;»r,  man  who  enjo>ed  the  confidence  of  Wash- 
^'^Ir-.N  apd  the  enmity  of  his  successor! 
;/,  jlr.  Puasants,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  he  recol- 
ii^ifd  iht"  statement  of  his  colleague  on  a  former 

wat.  souifihing 


i 


} 


had  been  referred  to  to-day,  it 
ike  this:  that  it  was  now  pretty 


i^hat  the  House  would  to-morrow  recommence  the 
discussion  of  the  question  actually  before  the 
Committee,  and  have  done  with  matters  which 
had  no  son  of  connexion  with  it. 

And  the  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 
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Fhiday.  January  31. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  ! 
accounts,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  which  relates  to  the  oflice  of  At- 
torney General,  and  to  the  establishment  of  an 
additional  Department. 

The  Speaklr  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington 
Canal  Company,  of  the  amount  of  their  receipts 
and  expenditures,  from  the  commencement  of 
their  operations,  made  in  obedience  to  a  requisi- 
tion of  their  charter ;  which  report  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  ef  Mr.  Jackson,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
yesterday,  for  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  com- 
mittees; and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  re- 
jected by  the  House. 

Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before  the  House  a  corres- 
pondence between  himself,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  expenditures 
and  appropriations  for  the  Ordnance  and  Quarter- 
master General's  departments;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pas!>ed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  within  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana;''  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
Slates;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  to  the  Hou»e  an 
application,  by  the  Minister  of  France,  respecting 
the  long  standing  claim  of  the  heirs  oi  Beaumar- 
chais ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

COM.MERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  commercial  intercourse 
with  pons  or  places  into,  or  with  which  the  ves- 
sels oi  the  United  States  are  not  permitted  to  en- 
ter and  trade;  Mr.  Forsyth's  substitute  being 
still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  RANDOLfu  said,  that  no  consideration  could 
have  induced  him  to  attend  in  his  place  this  day. 
in  his  present  condition,  except  to  say  a  few  word> 
rather  by  way  of  explanation  than  reply  to  his 
worthy  colleague,  (Mr.  Pleasants.)  which  he 
bad  been  prevented  from  offering  yesterday  by 
the  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise.  He  was 
apprehensive  that  he  had  been  mistaken  by  his 
worthy  colleague,  perhaps  by  others,  as  having 
authority  from  Mr.  Taylor  for  the  statement  he 
had  made  yesterday.  If  he  had  been  to  under- 
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stood  he  had  be«n  entirely  misapprehended.  He 
disclaimed  all  such  authority,  either  from  that 
gentleman  or  from  his  other  honorable  friend — 
now  no  more — to  whom  he  had  alluded.  Had  he 
been  the  depositary  of  their  confidence,  he  hum- 
bly yet  firmly  trusted  that  he  would  be  one  of  the 
last  men  in  the  world  to  abuse  so  sacred  a  trust. 
He  did  not  call  in  question  one  word ;  he  believed 
every  syllable  that  his  honorable  colleague  had 
uttered.  He  had  said,  truly,  that  he  was  at  that 
time  a  member  of  the  Assembly — and  he  might 
have  added,  with  equal  truth,  that  no  man  of  his 
years  was  in  fuller  possession  of  the  confidence 
of  that  honorable  body — a  confidence  that  had 
grown  with  each  succeeding  year — for  it  was 
merited.  The  object  of  this  confidence,  so  hon- 
orable both  to  the  giver  and  the  receiver,  was  of 
that  happy  temperament  which  exempted  its  pos- 
sessor from  many  of  the  sorest  ills  of  life.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  R.,  I  do  not  believe  that  my  worthy  col- 
league has  made  a  personal  enemy  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  life.  I  never  even  beard  that  he  had 
a  political  one.  This  was  not  the  only  circum- 
stance, Mr.  R.  said,  in  which  he  differed,  greatly 
to  his  disadvantage,  from  his  colleague.  ISo  mis- 
representation of  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  language  or  con- 
duct was  within  the  scope  of  probability — sup- 
posing such,  however,  to  occur,  he  would  never 
stand  in  need  of  defenders.  There  could  be  no 
cause  of  surprise,  therefore,  at  his  (Mr.  R.'s)  soli- 
citude to  reconcile  any  apparent  or  conceived 
difference  of  opinion  with  one  so  generally  loved 
and  respected. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  the  only  favor  he  asked  at  any 
man's  hands  who  had  quoted  him  on  that  floor, 
was  to  use  his  very  words,  and  to  take  them  alto- 
gether. He  hoped  that  he  was  not  understood  as 
complaining  of  any  unfairness  or  misrepresenta- 
tion on  the  part  ot  either  of  his  honorable  col- 
leagues— far  from  it.  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
using  words  without  some  definite  signification 
attached  to  them,  and  nothing  was  easier  than  by 
a  supposed  paraphrase  of  one  passage  and  the 
omission  ol  another,  by  which  it  was  qualified  or 
limited,  utterly  to  distort  the  original  meaning 
and  intent  of  the  speaker.  What  had  he  said? 
A  question  being  under  deliberation  te  abridge 
materially  the  rights  of  the  Slates,  he  had  de- 
clared that.  ''  by  the  timely  and  judicious  exercise 
'  of  the  very  right  proposed  to  be  taken  away,  this 
'  Union  had  been  saved  from  incalculable  mis- 
'  chief  and  misery.  That  by  throwing  (as  she 
'  had  an  undoubted  right  to  do)her  whole  weight 
'  into  tlie  electoral  scale,  the  Commonwealth  of 
'  Virginia  had  constitutionally  effected  a  change 
'  of  ministry,  and  checked  the  mad  career  of  am- 
'  bit  ion  and  usurpation,  which  otherwise  she  might 

■  have  been  compelled  to  resist  at  the  hazard  of 
'  the  greatest  of  all  calamities,  the  abject  surren- 
'  der  of  their  rights  excepted,  that  a  people  could 

■  endure — of  a  civil  war — for  there  was  no  longer 
'  any  cause  for  concealing  the  fact,  that  the  grand 

■  armory  at  Richmond  was  built  to  enable  the 
'  State  of  Virginia  to  resist,  by  force,  the  en- 
'  croachraenis  of  the  then  Administration  upon 
'  her  indisputable  rights— upon  the  plainest  and 
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I  Jclearc-si  provisions  of  the  Conslitution— in  case 
ptthey  ihould  persevere  in  these  outrageous  pro- 
.)ceed*gs."    And  why  had  he  so  said  ?    Because 
,'\^«  prijjiciples  and  the  men  of  that  day  such  ex- 
.4^epted>'who5e  practice   belied   their   then    profes- 
j^ioDs,  ^ad   been   laid  aside,  and  new  principles, 
iVfliore  ^"onvenient  for   men   in   power,  and   new 
iijen— ,oen  whose  names,  at  that  time,  and  Ionc» 
>j4^nce,  hid  never  been  pronounced  out  of  their  own 
^rish.had  come  into  play.    Mr.  R.  said  he  hoped 
;  mi  invydious  construction  would  be  put  upon  his 
.-^(♦ords..  He  had  been  of  sudden  growth  himself 
>(mew&at  of  a  mushroom,  when  he  first  started 
^*)  in   rhe  wo;}d  of  politics.     He  staled   a   fact, 
t^ilhou?  drawing  any  inference  from  it. 
:  He  hfd  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  given  a 
?liaracrtristic  reply  to  General  Lee  on  the  occa- 
Xf  "V     ,     recogoKsed  the  man  in  every  word  that 
f4»  horyorable   colleague  (Mr.  Pleasants)  had 
liCTibe.i  to  him.     It  was  not  his  (Mr.  Taylor's) 
business  to  give  an  advantage  to  an  artful  adver- 
Wry  ;  t(»  injure,  by  a  premature  disclosure  of  ulti- 
mate arjd  contingent  views,  which  might  not  be 
J?id  in  r*»ct  were  not.  realized,  a  noble  and  a  holy 
Jause.    .It  would  not   require    ihe   sagacity  of  a 
wZ>cit.i.ora  Hume  to  divine  what  were  the  in- 
VHits  of  the  master  spirit.s  who  then  swayed  the 
^(<unciU  of  Virginia.    The  historian  of  those  days 
•^puld  look  to   their  deeds-nor  was   there  any- 
;^lVDg  inr  the  language  of  Mr.  Taylor  to   mislt-ad 
;^  •sagacious    mind    from    bis    true   meaning.     It 
virpuld  Ik  enough  to  recollect  that  the  Assembly 
hfid  its,-,it„ng  in   sight   of  that    very  church   on 
f^chra.jad  Hill  where,  in   March    1775,  Patrick 
|fcnry,.wirh  -  ... 
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master's  hand  and  prophet's  fire, 
Jit  the, veil  that  shrouded  from  the  eyes  of  our 
i*>t  statesmen  (himself  excepted)  the  true  con- 
JAion  ot  affairs,  and  laid  open  for  the  first  time 
W  necu^Mty  of  a  resort  to  arras.  Nor  will  it  be 
.^Igouej.  thai  the  great  measure  adopted  in  1798 
|[^  1/yjt,  was  the  very  same  proposed  by  him 
r>fniy-^ur  years  before,  on  the  eve  of  a  rupture 
J^ih  thy  governing  head  of  the  empire,  viz  :  arm- 
J3^  the  f.ody  of  the  people-and  who  would  dare 
Ij0|say  tliat  the  people  were  unfit  to  be  trusted 
.    w«n  ari{is? 

'.     4    Jlr-  \  asked  if  there  was  no  case  in  which  his 

olleaguj.    could    justify    resistance    against    the 

roacUments  of  Government   u/)on    the  privi- 

!es  of  ^the  people  or  the  rights  of  the   States? 
e  question  was,  l,ke  every  other  question  touch-  ' 
humj>n  affairs,  to  be  governed  by  a  sound  dis- 
_    lioa    ,The  Assembly  displayed  that  discretion; 
rt'ly   acfi;'d    under  a   high  re.sponsibility,  with   a 
•Sf'Tiity  ;|od  firmoes-s  which  had   long  character- 
jejl  andttie  trusted  would    ever  govern   the    pro- 
tii'1.'^*^^^'^^'  ancient  and  venerabU^  Comuioo- 
^Ith.   I  They    had    sagacity    to    perceive    the 
«-|Koaci4ng  danger,  and  wisdom  and  couM^e  to 
*i^e  tin|ely  provision  against  it.     They  did   not 
^li^ient  ipemselves  with  resolutions  and  report* 
'ti^-y  wti-e  .statesmen,  not  profe.ssors   in  an    uni- 
rfrity.     They  knew  that  logic  was  no  match  for 
bayotet,  and  they  provided  bayoaet.s;  at  the 
,e  tirar  taking  care  to  put  themselves  lu  the 
(t  by  a  most  unanswerable  and  triumphant 


it 


I  appeal  to  acknowledged  facts,  and  to   the  creat 
:  charter  of  the  Confederacy.     And,  sir,  said  Mr. 
;  K.,  did  Virginia  stand  alone,  in   this  fearful    this 
,  impending    conflict    of   authority,    between    the 
,  parent  biate  governments  and  thi-  bloated   nam 
pered,   overweening    Federal    Governraenl--this 
I  creature    ol    concession    from    the    States     now 
I  spurning  its  creator  in  the  intoxication  of  power? 
I  No,  sir,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Virginia,  the  eldest 
:  sister  of  the  younger  branch  of  thii  great  political 
[  family,  took  the  lead  even  of  her  venerable  parent 
I  John  Taylor,  of  Caroline,  had  publicly  announced* 
under  his  hand,  that  the  resolutions  of  the   pre^ 
ceding  se.ssion  of  Assembly,  moved   by  hira  and 
ascribed  to  his  pen,  were  drawn    by  the  present 
President  of  the  United  State.s.  then  in  retirement 
at  his  seat  in  the  county  of  Orange.     Sir,  (said 
Mr.  R   to   the  chairman,  Mr.  Breckenridoe.)  I 
did  not  stand  as  you  did  in  the  relation   of  con- 
sanguinity to  the  mover  of  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, but  I  was    in    habits  of  political   intimacy 
with  him,  and  I  assert,  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion  that  the  resolutions   moved   and   carried  in 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  on  that   memorable 
occasion,  sprung  from  that  same  vein  of  rich  red 
land    between    the    Rapidan    and    James    river 
which  has  proved  so  favorable  to  the  Presidentia/ 
growth. 

Mr   R.  sajd.  that  when  he  spoke  of  the  present 
President  or   the  United  States  as    >  next  to  Mr. 
laylor,     in  that  session  of  the  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, 1799  and  1800,  he  did  it  in  reference  to  the 
activity  and  zeal  displayed  by  each  in  procuring 
the  passage  of  the  General  Ticket  Law,  the  great 
measure  ot  the  session,  on  which   the  approach- 
ing election  of  President  hinged.     Did  the  Gen- 
tleman recollect  nothing  of  Mr.  T.'s  leavina^ihe 
House  and  going  home,  which,  by  some,  was'con- 
strued  into  a  nise  de  guerre  to  draw  away  (rom 
the  seat  of  Government  members  oppo.sed  to  the 
passage  of  that  bill,  although  otherwise  hearty 
in   the  cause  of  opposition?     Mr.  R.  had  some 
reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  T.'s  absenting  himself 
on  that  occasion  was  the  effect  of  discrust      He 
reiurned   however,  set  his  shoulder  to  tlie  wheel 
atid  the  bill  was  passed.     .Mr.  R.  said,  that  if  he 
felt  anything  like  disrespect  for  the  character  of 
the    l^resident.  this  was  a   time  wnen   he   would 
studiously  avoid  showing  it.     He  bore  le.stimony 
to  the  correctness  of  his  colleague's  declaration 
respeciing  Mr.  Madison's  great  weight  of  char- 
acter and  of  abilities  in   the   Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia and   added   that,  as   he  (Mr.  R.)  had  not 
been  bred  an  idolalor,  to  wor>hip  the  rising  .sun 
now  that  the  President  had  no  longer  power  or 
patronage    to    bestow— now   that    "his   orb   was 
sinking  temperately  to  the  West,"  even  he  would 
not  be  deterred  from  saying  of  him   that  he  was 
a  great  man— for  such  he  unquestionably  was  in 
some  respects— and  he  sincerely  wi>hed   him  all 
happiness   lo   his  retirement,  as  sincerely  as  he 
wislied  It  for  himself. 

Mr.  R.  again  adverted  to  the  state  of  things  io 
l<98aud  1800.  He  said  that  the  opposiiiou  of 
that  time  was  guilty  of  the  grossest  hypocrisy,  if 
11  was  not  alarmed  at  the  standing  army,  small 
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as  It  was  10  what  we  had  since  seen  with  appro- 
bation. For  his  part,  he  felt  the  apprehension 
which  he  had  not  scrupled  to  express.  He  should 
never  forj;et  the  declaration  of  one  of  the  minis- 
terial leaders,  the  first  session  that  he  (Mr.  R.) 
served  in  that  House,  that  the  standing  army 
(upon  a  motion  to  reduce  it)  was  necessary  to 
keep  the  partisans  of  France  in  check.  Another 
leader,  second  in  activity  and  in  reputation  fur 
influence  to  none,  ventured  to  hint,  not  in  public 
indeed,  at  a  partition  of  Virginia  by  the  Blue 
Ridge,  or  by  James  River,  or  both.  The  cry  was 
that  Virginia  was  overgrown;  that  the  was  un- 
manageable, (yes,  she  was  unmanageable,  thank 
God!)  that  if  the  country  south  of  James  River 
could  be  detached  from  the  rest  of  the  State,  "the 
friends  of  government,  of  order,"  that  was  tlie 
language,  might  cope  successfully  with  the  ''an- 
archists." and  the  south  side  of  James  river  would 
not  be  powerful  enough  to  give  much  trouble  to 
Administration.  Hardly  (said  Mr.  R.)  were  the 
designs  of  the  Federal  Government  concealed. 
The  partition  of  Poland  was  decreed,  but  Poland 
bad  turned  upon  and  discomfiiied  the  partition 
ers.  Mr.  R.  appealed  to  public  rumor  at  the 
time,  and  declared  that  he  had  the  fact  of  a  de- 
sign to  partition  Virginia,  and  the  alleged  reasons 
for  It,  from  his  lamented  predeces-or  in  that 
House,  (Mr.  Ve.nable.)  Gentlemen  talked  of 
"admissions"  and  ''confessions."  He  had  made 
none — he  had  none  to  make — he  had  no  apolo- 
gies to  offer — Virginia  stood  on  her  defence — the 
knife  was  at  her  throat — she  was  to  be  humbled 
in  dust  and  ashes,  .ind  if  she  had  not  resisted, 
would  have  richly  deserved  the  chains  that  were 
forging  for  her.  Was  the  contested  election, 
which  almost  immediately  ensued  between  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  Mr.  Burr,  forgotten?  We  did  not 
then  rely  upon  the  Richmond  armory,  not  yet  in 
operation,  but  on  the  United  Stales  armory  at 
Harper's  Ferry.  At  that  day,  when  the  Consti- 
tution Itself  was  put  to  hazard,  rather  than  relin- 
quish the  long  enjoyed  sweets  of  power  ;  when 
the  sun  rose  upon  this  House,  balloting  through 
the  night  and  through  successive  days  for  a  Chief 

Magistrate — (he  well  remembered   the  scene) 

bad  we  not  the  promise  of  Dark's  brigade,  and 
of  the  arms  at  Harper's  Ferry,  which  he  en- 
gaped  lo  secure  in  ca^e  o(  an  attempt  to  set  up  a 
pageant  under  color  of  law  lo  supersede  the  pub- 
lic will,  after  defeating  the  election  by  the  perti- 
nacious abuse,  under  the  pretence  of  exercise  of 
Constiluiiooal  right,  to  support  one  of  the  per- 
sons returned  by  artifice,  whom  they  profes-seO  to 
abhor.  General  Hamilton  had  frowned  indig- 
nantly upon  this  unworthy  procedure,  for  which 
be  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  lile.  The  conduct  of 
this  great  man — for  such,  although  Mr.  R.  dif- 
fered with  him  in  many  points,  he  truly  was — 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  his  much  abu»ed  char- 
acter. At  this  period  of  a[)proachiiig  contusion 
and  general  dismay,  the  President  elect — then 
Governor  of  Virginia — had  deemed  it  advisable 
iu  establish  a  line  of  videttes  from  Richmond  to 
this  place.  One  of  his  colleagues,  then  present, 
(Mr.  Sbeffey,)  could  tell  something  about  these 


ridettes',  having  made  the  expense  a  subject  of 
inquiry  at  a  subsequent  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Every  appearance  betokened  the  breaking 
up  of  the  Federal  compact,  when  the  opponents 
ol  the  public  will,  constitutionally  pronounced, 
tardidly  and  ungraciously  gave  up  their  opposi- 
tion, and  Mr.  Jefferson  was  installed, 

Mr.  R.  said  that  hostility  to  Virginia  was  the 
cardinal  principle  of  the  politics  of  a  great  vari- 
ety of  descriptions  of  persons,  who  agreed  in 
nothing  else.  Having  discernment  to  perceive 
that  her  influence  in  this  Confederacy  was  owing 
yet  more  to  the  nature  of  her  institutions  than  lo 
her  territory  or  population,  no  opportunity  was 
let  slip  of  attacking  them.  Their  stability  was 
not  the  least  part  of  their  value.  To  strike  at 
them  is  to  aim  at  the  heel  of  Achilles,  [i  was 
realizing,  too,  the  fable  of  the  fox  who  had  lost 
bis  tail.  Virginia  must  have  a  new  consiituiion, 
arithmetical,  geometrical,  and  metaphysical — 
what  you  wilt  but  common  sense  and  habit, 
worth  all  the  visions  that  ever  floated  before  the 
imagination  of  moonstruck  philosophers.  Mr. 
R.  entered  into  a  refutation  of  some  of  the  vulgar 
errors  on  the  subject  of  his  native  Slate,  which 
prevailed  even  on  the  nirth  bank  of  the  Potomac, 
and  would  disgrace  a  Virginia  school-boy.  The 
Ignorance  prevalent  upon  this  .subject  was  scarce- 
ly crfdible.  and  the  mass  of  these  vulgar  errors 
would  swell  a  folio  equal  to  that  of  the  cele- 
brated Sir  Thomas  Brown.  On  the  exemption  of 
lands  from  debt,  he  said  the  law  of  Virginia  was, 
with  some  relaxations,  that  of  England,  the 
greatest  commercial  country  in  the  world.  They 
had  no  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
whereby  a  fraudulent  debtor,  l)ecome  bankrupt 
to-day,  might  drive  over  his  half-shod  creditor  to- 
morrow in  a  splendid  equipage.  Once  a  debt, 
always  a  debt;  once  a  wife,  always  a  wife,  ex* 
cept  in  very  severe  cases,  when  the  Legislature 
did  sometimes,  but  rarely,  granl  divorce.  These 
were  the  great  outworks  of  our  honesty  and 
moral.".  And  he  declared  that  there  was  not  a 
country  on  the  (ace  of  the  globe,  where,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  the  transactions,  so  little 
money  was  lost  by  bad  debts,  or  where  the  stand- 
ard of  female  purity  was  higher. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Massachusetts,  said  it  was 
with  reluctance  and  ditiidence  that  he  attempted 
to  obtrude  himself  upon  the  notice  o{  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but,  as  the  measure  now  under  discussion 
was  confessedly  the  most  important  which  had 
been,  or  probably  would  be.  agitated  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  and  as  it  was  one  in 
which  his  immediate  con.stituenls  have  a  deep 
stake,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  lo  submit  a  few 
remarks  for  consideration. 

Th«  question  ni>w  pending  before  this  Com- 
mittee being  on  the  ameadment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  winch  is  lo  substitute 
a  hill  "supplementary  lo  the  act  regulating  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,"  dec,  in  lieu  of  the 
bill  referred  to  this  Cora(Uniee,  entitled  a  bill  lo 
prohibit  all  commercial  intercourse,  dtc,  or,  in 
other  words,  to  substitute  discriminating  duties 
in  lieu  of  a  total   prohibiiioa  of  trade,    Sec  Mr. 
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said  be  sboald.  in   this  stage  of  the  proceed- 

(Dgs,  give  his  rote  against  the  amendment.     I  do 
t,  said  he.  because  I   believe   a   majority  of  the 
shipping  interest   whom  I    represent  are  in  favor 
of  the  prohibitory  bill,  as  the  measure  most  effi- 
:ieDt  and  best  calculated    to  subserve  their  inter- 
ests, and  because,  if  I  had  a  settled  opposition  to 
t   ray.'ielf    which    I    have  not.   it  being    merely 
ioubttul  in  ray  own  judgment,  I  would  not  incur 
J  the  re>ponsibility  of  defeating,  by  a  vote  of  mine. 
4%  measure  which  is  deemed  essential  to  the   best 
'^fltere>ts  of  a  highly  respectable  portion  of  my 
joDsiirrients.     That  I  should  have  doubts  on  this 
iiiubjecr  with  my  limited   means  of  information, 
^(jinnot^be   matter   of  surprise,  when    those  con- 
^H'erned-in   the   shipping  interest  are  not  agreed 

1*mong.  themselves,   some   believing  the   present 
•Jiscrin.inaling  duties  sufficient,  others  believing 
sJiey  c-^ght  to  be   greatly   increased,  and  a  third 
^lass  believing  nothing  will  be  effectual  short  of 
jirohibtion.     But    that   something    ought   to    be 
;  |one,  is  very  generally  agreed. 
i  Wbije  endeavoring  to  consult   this  portion  of 
i,iiy  coijistituents,  lam  not  unmindful  of  another 
(•\asir  (jf  them  who  may  feel  hostile  to  this  meas- 
ijre,  onjer  an  impres.sion   that  their  interests  are 
Ui  be  pvit  at  hazard— I  mean  those  who  manufac- 
tjire  and  furnish   the  lumber,  the  great  staple   of 
tlie  Di;trict  of  Maine. 
^ ,  I  No  one  could  be   more  averse  than   myself  to 
ytfive  sanction  to  a  measure  calculated  essentially 
<*t»)  injui«e  their   interests  ;  nor  do  I  believe  either 
*j(^f  the  -measures  proposed  would  do  it.     A  tem- 
rJijorary  depression  of  the  price  might  ensue,  but 
;     Wot  an  entire  loss  of  the   market.     The  lumber 
*•     Jmustsiillbe   in  demand,  and    the   British   West 

J&dia  c  )lonies  must  havf  it,  either  in  our  vessels 
clr  their  own.  directly  or  indirectly. 
I  Thai  our  navigation,   Mr.  Chairman,  is   in  a 
;{ate    01    dilapidation     and    decay    never    before 
Hwown.   is,   I  believe,  a   fact  generally  admitted. 

iyou  hiive  it  stated  in  various  ways,  and  particu- 
larly it,  the  petitions  which  have  been  presented 
ft|om  different  parts  of  the  country   during  the 
■    .^eseni  session  of  Congress.     It  is  represented  in 
;  j^me  of  those   petitions   that  foreigners  are  now 
.  Iftjjr  exj^orters  and  importers  ;  that  instead  of  being 
.  ;  ^tjie  car-xiers.  as  heretofore,  of  other  nations,  we 
..  J  >a/e  not  now   the  carriers  even  of  our  own  pro- 
,  :  J(Hice.    ,That   while    American   ships    are    con- 
t^oVmned  to  lay  at   the   wharves,  a  heavy  tax  to 
;itjieir  oirners,  and  daily  going  to  rum,  the  flag  of 

Stjeir  rn;als  rides   triumphant  in  our  harbors,  and 
(ley  are   taking  from   our  own   merchants  that 
If^de  wjiich  once  afforded  the  means  of  their  live- 
liliood  f,nd  prosperity.     To  the  truth  of  the  ex- 
Js*ence  of  such  scenes  and  such  sufferings.  I  can 
:^.)d  therweight  of  my  own  testimony,  from  my 
txwrsonal  observation. 
.   iMBut>tiould   Congress,  or  any  member  of  that 
:   -JifnoraNe   body,  be  disposed   to  shut  their  eyes 
i     %id  stop  tbeir  ears  to  the  complaints  and  suffer- 
ings of  any  section  of  this  country,  which  is  not 
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{|u  be  presumed,  they  are  called  'upon  toreaiVd 
:ft«enr»^frum  motives  addressed  to   the   interest  of 


which  springs  principally  from  foreign  commerce 
and  which  must  be  essentially  aflected  by  the 
destruction  of  our  navigation.  They  are  reminded 
of  the  importance  of  cherishing  our  navigation 
as  the  great  nursery  of  our  seamen,  who  are  to 
man  that  navy,  which  is  the  surest  means  of  our 
maritime  defence,  and  who  during  the  late  con- 
test sned  so  much  glory  on  the  American  name. 
While  every  one  must  be  convinced  of  the  ex- 
istence of  these  evils,  they  cannot  so  reiuJily  re- 
spond to  the  inquiry.  What  is  the  remedy  ?  The 
Comraillee of  Foreign  Relations,  whoare  charged 
with  the  subject,  have  submitted  their  plan,  which 
IS  a  prohibition  of  trade  with  ports  and  places 
from  which  United  States  vessels  are  excluded, 
for  which  I  shall  give  ray  vote. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  told  that  when  a 
new  and  important  measure  is  to  be  adopted, 
(such  as  the  present,)  its  friends  are  bound  to 
show  that  It  will  produce  the  desired  effect. 
This,  I  trust,  has  been  done,  in  part  at  least  by 
those  who  have  preceded  me  in  debate,  and  to 
others  who  may  follow,  more  conversant  with 
the  question,  and  more  competent  to  discuss  it,  I 
leave  the  task  of  finishing  it. 

I  cannot,  however,  forbear,  while  I  am  up,  from 
suggesting  a  few  remarks  which  occur  to  me,  and 
which,  if  not  perfectly  satisfactory,  may  furnish 
hints  which  may  be  useful  in  the  progress  of  the 
present  discussion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  value  of  merchandise,  the 
produce  and  manufacture  of  the  United  States 
exported  to  the  British  West  Indies  and  iheir  ad- 
jacent American  colonies  in  1816.  is  stated  in  an 
official  document  at  t6,069,9(X».  Now.  if  the  con- 
sequence of  the  measure  proposed  to  be  adopted 
should  be  a  total  loss  of  a  market  for  so  lar^e  a 
portion  of  surplus  produce,  and  the  questionVas 
distinctly  stated  to  any  honorable  member  of  this 
Committee,  whether,  under  an  In»pre^sian  of  such 
an  effect,  he  was  in  favor  of  it  ?  the  ready  an- 
swer of  each  would  be,  no.  But,  sir.  will  that 
be  the  consequence  ?  My  answer  is,  I  think  not. 
The  articles  which  we  furnish  are  principally 
lumber  and  breadstuffs— 1  believe  some  naval 
stores  and  live  stock. 

Can  the  British  colonies  obtain  these  articles 
from  any  other  source  on  as  good  terms?     I  be- 
lieve no  one  will  pretend  they  can.     With  all  the 
supplies  which   may  be  obtained   from  Quebec 
derived  through  Vermont,  New  York,  and  Cana- 
da, and  the  small  supplies  of  lumber  from  Nova 
Scotia  and   New   Brunswick,  still  there  will  re- 
main a  great  deficiency.     If  this  is  not  the  case, 
how  happens  it  that  since  the  peace,  British  ves- 
sels, in   defiance  of  the  existing  heavy  tonnage 
duties,  have  crowded  our  Eastern  ports  for  lumbe"? 
1  conclude,   therefore,   if   the   prohibitory    bill 
passes,  we  shall  still  find  a  market  for  our  surplus 
produce.     It  must  go  where  it  is  needed,  directly 
or  circuitously.     Such  a  measure  will  probably 
induce  the  British  to  open  one  or  two  free  ports, 
one  in  the  colonies  adjacent  and  one  in  the  West 
Indies. 

if  this  is  done,  and  the  carriage  of  produce  to 


,if^n  .-^  »uu.r».>ru  lo   ine   interest  ol        it  tnis  is  done,  and  the  carriage  of  produce  to 

rji^e  Uo^ernmeDt-frum  a  regard  to  the  revenue,  '  the  free  ports  be  confined  to  our  own  vessels,  as 
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it  ought  to  be,  our  ships  will  again  have  employ, 
under  the  disadvantages,  indeed,  of  a  throng  of 
vessels  pressing  to  these  free  ports,  and  liable  to 
produce  a  glut  in  the  market ;  but  still  it  m:iy  be 
preferable  to  the  present  state  of  things. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  think  it  may 
be  inferred  that  the  adoption  of  the  measure  will 
not  produce  the  loss  of  a  market  for  our  own  pro- 
duce. Neither,  I  think,  shall  we  sustain  any  dis- 
advantage from  a  loss  of  the  supplies  which  we 
now  receive  from  the  colonies.  They  will  be 
conveyed  to  us  through  the  same  free  ports.  But 
if  not,  we  are  not  dependent  on  the  British  West 
Indies  for  our  sole  supply  of  West  India  goods, 
rum  perhaps  excepted,  which  comes  principally 
from  the  English  Islands.  But  if  deprived  wholly 
of  their  rum,  it  would,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  be 
no  loss  J  and,  at  any  rate,  might  be  supplied  by 
the  brandies  from  Europe,  and  the  spirits  distilled 
in  our  own  country. 

Should  the  prohibitory  law  not  find  a  support 
in  this  Committee,  and  the  amendment  be  pre- 
ferred, I  shall  feel  myself  bound  to  support  that, 
as  the  next  best  measure,  provided  the  rate  of  du- 
ties be  not  fixed  too  high.  For  on  this  subject 
my  opinion  is,  that  if  you  mean  prohibition  and 
exclusion,  the  fairest  and  best  course  is  to  pass 
the  prohibitory  law,  and  do  the  thing  openly  and 
boldly. 

If  you  still  mean  to  admit  foreign  vessels  from 
the  ports  and  places  where  the  United  States  ves- 
sels are  excluded,  let  them  come  under  heavy,  but 
not  intolerable,  burdens.  In  so  doing,  while  you 
tax  them  to  an  amount  which  they  are  able  to 
bear,  you  add  an  income  to  your  own  revenue, 
an  important  and  essential  circumstance  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  and  you  preserve  and 
continue  a  proper  price  and  value  to  our  surplus 
produce. 

In  addition  to  these  circumstances,  I  think  you 
will  by  this  measure  excite  such  an  interest  in  the 
West  India  planters,  as,  on  some  future  occasion, 
may  turn  to  good  advantage.  The  heavy  tax 
on  foreign  tonnage  and  goods  imported  it;  foreign 
vessels,  must  eventually  fall  on  the  consumer  of 
our  surplus  produce  in  the  colonies — so  I  view 
it — and,  if  I  am  correct,  it  will  operate  as  a  pow- 
erful inducement  in  the  We^t  India  planters,  to 
use  all  their  infiuence  to  obtain  a  free  trade. 
They  now  pay,  I  venture  to  assert,  for  every 
thousand  feet  of  lumber  double  the  price  they 
would  pay,  if  a  free  trade  was  permitted  to  Uni- 
ted States  vessels,  and  probably,  if  not  double, 
considerably  more  for  every  other  article  derived 
from  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  the 
situation  of  the  plaster  trade  has  been  described. 
Though  it  may  appear  inconsiderable  m  the  eyes 
of  honorable  gentlemen  here,  permit  me  to  say 
that  it  is  a  trade  of  considerable  value  and  impor- 
tance to  the  section  of  the  country  from  which  1 
come.  A  law  has  passed  the  Legislature--  of  the 
British  Provinces,  and  received  the  re^ral  sanc- 
tion, which  imposes,  io  effect,  a  duty  on  that  arti- 
cle of  about  four  dollars  per  ton,  which  is  about 
the  first  cost  of  the  article,  if  landed  at  any  place 


north  of  Cape  Cod.  The  prime  object  of  this 
measure  is  probably  to  secure  to  their  own  ves- 
sels the  exclusive  carriage  of  the  article  to  the 
Middle  and  Southern  States,  where  it  is  chiefly 
used;  but,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  produce 
another  effect :  it  compels  the  inhabitants  north 
of  Cape  Cod  to  pay  a  tax  of  four  dollars  per  ton, 
for  what  may  be  had  in  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try. The  law  is,  however,  at  present  suspended 
by  the  authority  of  the  Provincial  Governor. 
But  it  is  justly  viewed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Maine  as  a  most  odious  measure,  and  the  inter- 
ference of  Congress  is  respectfully  claimed  for 
some  defensive  countervailing  measure,  as  well 
to  avoid  so  disgraceful  a  tax,  as  that  they  may 
participate  in  the  carriage  of  the  article,  whicn 
now  gives  employ  to  20,000  tons  of  shipping,  and 
a  considerable  number  of  seamen. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  express  my 
most  sincere  wishes  that  Congress  will  duly  re- 
gard the  complaints  and  sufferings  which  have 
been  made  known  to  them  during  their  present 
session,  and  adopt  measures  of  relief,  if  not  such 
as  are  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  petitioners, 
at  least  the  best  in  their  power  to  devise. 

After  Mr.  Bradbdrv  concluded — 

Mr.  Wilde,  of  Georgia,  (after  a  prefatory  re- 
mark or  two  not  heard  by  the  reporter;)  said  that 
Congress  were  now  about,  perhaps,  to  commence 
regulations,  the  extent  of  which,  and  the  conse- 
quences to  arise  out  of  which,  no  man  could  per- 
fectly foresee;  and  these  regulations  were  ad  voca- 
ted  on  grounds,  which  certainly  he  should  not  con- 
test, but  which  had  not  heretofore  prevailed  among 
those  who  now  arrayed  themselves  in  the  fore- 
most rank  in  support  ol  the  bill  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  not  one  of  those 
who  objected  to  a  portion  of  the  community  pur- 
suing, partially  at  the  expense  of  another  por- 
tion of  the  community,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole,  any  particular  branch  of  commerce,  or  of 
manufactures,  or  any  other  species  of  industry 
which  it  may  be  eligible  to  follow.  He  did  not 
object,  he  said,  in  other  words,  to  a  portion  of  the 
community  pursuing  navigation,  partially  at  the 
expense  of  other  interests  of  the  country  ;  but  he 
did  object  to  its  being  pursued  and  cultivated  ex- 
clusively at  their  expense.  One  reason  why  he 
preferred  the  amendment  to  the  bill  was,  that, 
after  trial,  if  the  expected  benefits  did  not  result 
from  the  system,  we  could  go  back  from  it  with 
a  better  grace  than  we  could  from  the  other.  We 
seem,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  have  accomplished,  within 
a  few  years,  a  political  circle  ;  on  the  strange  rev- 
olutions we  have  gone  through  I  will  not  remark, 
further  than  that  the  same  section  of  the  country 
that,  a  few  years  ago.  so  decidedly  opposed  all 
sorts  of  commercial  interdiction  for  important 
results,  is  now  contending  for  it,  to  attain  an  end 
not  so  important,  certainly,  though  I  will  not  de- 
tract from  its  importance,  as  that  for  which  for- 
merly the  same  system  was  resorted  to.  He 
would  not  say,  this  difference  was  the  result  even 
of  any  change  of  opinion  ;  still  less  would  he  say 
that  the  support  of  the  present  bill,  and  the  hos- 
tility to  the  former  restrictive  system,  arose  from 
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'  i^f^y   difference  in   the  decree  of  pressure  of  ih*  '  ncrainct  m.  ti .u  l 


,.Ubich  they  recommended,  of  a  total  prohibit  oS  I  no     een   to  hiJ^       k  7  «'\"'f^'"':  "^^^-^^re.  did 
{  U  all  intercourse  with  the  British  coFonies   was  '  V,  oZn   t? I         a"  ^'''^\^^ '^^^'^  Hicy. 


;  I  Vir '"  "^  ""^  uiciaie  or  sound  po  icr 

le  ,  was    We  ought   not,  he  sa.d,  to  try  the  extent  ff  oar' 

ictans  ,n  Great  Britain  hadVec-omm;nded  as'^ie  I  SThTch  VhoulS'lt  TJ\  wcfuVdT'  "^  ^"""7  f^""^^/ 
^ean,c.f  adding  to  the,r  Drosoeruv.     He  alh.H.H  !  rj?i;.?°"  1'' ^VJl  ^^"''^  ^'V"  "« '".desparr  of 


{jjitirih  American 
,  jrjdies  entirely  in( 
^fZiid  of  crushing  th 
^fjey  lot.k  upon,  at 


jneanscf  adding  to  their  prosperity.  He  alluded 
"pirticularly  to  a  pamphlet  on  the  colonial  policy 
^f  Great  Britain,  which  there  was  some  reason 
iq  suppose  recommended  a  system  of  conduct,  if 
Nt  pleasinff  yet  certainly  not  altogether  displea- 
lipg  to  the  British  Ministry.  The  very  measure 
|i:  total  prohibition  was  that  which  the  author  of 
jhat  work  recommended  as  the  best  mode  of  se- 
luring  rhe  consequence  and  importance  of  the 
Ntirih  American  colonies,  and  making  the  West 
'"*"'"  --•■--'--  -ndependenf  of  the  United  States  ; 
the  prosperity  of  a  country  which 

.  It  no  very  distant  day,  to  be  their 
iomraercial  and  political  rival.  Considering,  Mr. 
I\f.  said,  that  the  very  measure  upon  whicl)'  the 
jAmroitiee  were  now  called  on  to  act  had  been 
V'commended  for  adoption  in  thai  country,  was 
r>;rieason  why  they  should  deliberate,  and  maturely 
-4^'  ^^^^^^  *^^y  ventured  on  such  an  experiment. 
Sri  (Jr  was  the  rea.«:oning  contained  in  the  book  to 
;*  '^ich  h«  had  referred,  so  altogether  destitute  of 
-^  ijndatuin.     The    trade    we  c'arry    on   with  the 

I  ''""'^  W"t  India  possessions  consists  principally 
*  lumbt^r  and  breadstuff-;,  and  a  portion  of  live 
•'  ock.  VV^ith  regard  to  the  lumber,  it  was  stated 
^  1  the  pamphlet,  that  the  average  annual  supply 
f  r  the  British  islands  had  been  117,000  loads,  of 
/  hich  13jOOO  had  been  imported  from  the  United 
.;  tjtes.  artd  4,000  from  elsewhere.  But  that  in 
'  !|0,  during  the  existence  of  our  restrictive  sys- 
l  t>,  the  port  of  Quebec  alone  had  exported  160, 


any  alternative.  He  was  not,  he  said,  in  favor  of 
any  temporary  measure;  we  ought  to  do  what 
we  intend  and  believe  to  be  effectual;  but  we 
ought  not  to  apply  the  harshest  and  strongest 
measure  at  once. 

Among  other  phenomena  which  thisdebate  had 
produced,  had  been  the  quotation  of  the  opinions 
0 1  a  distinguished  gentleman  once  at  the  head  of 
this  Government,  on  a  question  relative  to  the 
colonial  trade,  by  gentlemen  with  whom,  Mr.  W. 
said,  he  was  happy  to  find  that  opinion  had  con- 
siderable weight.  But  of  an  authority  that  is 
quoted,  we  must,  according  to  fair  rules  of  con- 
struction, take  the  opinion  altogether;  and  that 
opinion  did  not  sustain  the  arguments  which  gen- 
tlemen had  built  upon  it.  Mr.  W.  here  referred 
to  and  quoted  some  passages  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
letter,  which  had  been  referred  to  by  Mr.  Kmo 
and  said  that  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  as 
tar  as  it  had  weight— and  no  man  would  give 
It  more  than  -himself— rather  showed  the  neces- 
sity for  an  increased  tonnage  duty  and  a  prospec- 
tive exclusion,  than  a  total  prohibition  at  once. 

I  am  one  of  those  (continued  Mr.  W.)  who 
would  oppose  any  measure  or  any  course  of  mea- 
sures which  tended  to  divert  the  industry  of  any 
portion  of  the  community  from  the  channel  in 
which  it  ordinarily  flows.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who,  because  we  have  a  large  portion  of  waste 
lands,  and  because  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
agriculture  is  the  best  pursuit,  would  resort  to  anv 


.Oirioads  to  those  islands.  Possibly.  Mr.  W  said  '  m"e.'sures""n«;,V;^,iri' '^•""""m''""'^'""^' '"^  "' 
laVpnsiderable  portion  of  this  came^  rum  the  tin.:  |  j™d?c"al  o  mhrb" -b^"^*^';  '°  '^*' ,^"'  P/^ 
:«J^S.a.e^;  but  the  whole  effect  was  to  increase  '  Tf  our  peon  e  he  ka'^^^  A  portion 

r^  quantity    exported    from  the  British  North  i  Lu.sJiC.parUy  on  The  wa^^^^^^^^^ 
^l^^encao  possessions.     Of  bread.uffs.  perhaps,    land,  who  mSsV'l!;';rke';:n"Vr\"^^rmL°eV: 


/J.-very  great  supply  could  be  calculated  on  from 
ilfii  quarter;  but  that  was  not  the  only  depend- 
|c*e  ol  the  islands.  It  was  recommended  in  the 
ofk  referred  to,  and  the  advantages  of  such  a 
i:i«nge  i:iainl/  shown,  to  grow  a  part  of  their 
Vf'^dstuff  in  some  of  the  islands,  Trinidad  nar- 
♦i|itlarly. 

|l{  was  ^worthy  of  consideration,  Mr.  W.  said, 
)r|»sr  far.  .^fter  we  went  into  a  system  of  exclusion 
kli^prohihition,  the  British  might,  under  possible 


pursue  their  natural  habits.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  said  he.  I  would  not  consent  to  promote 
their  individual  advantage  at  too  great  a  sacri- 
Gce;  and,  as  we  are  called  on  now  to  say  what 
we  will  do,  and  how  far  we  will  go,  we  ought  to 
take  our  measures  with  such  precaution  as  not  in 
the  fir>t  instance  to  commit  ourselves  to  pursue 
them  after  they  are  found  to  be  detrimental  in- 
stead of  beneficial. 

With  regard  to  the  operation  of  increased  du- 


vn-Jpective  circumstance.,  for°the  suppi;  of  th;  ties  on  th.rtrade  ,hn.?h  h'""  °r  '"".'T'^  '^"- 
Vfvt  ladies,  coalesce  with  Spam  to  reduce  the  proh'bit  oi  yet  Mr  W^s,H  ^^'^f^  '^'"^  '° 
retailed  colonies,  or  with  those  colonies  them-  pose  thev  ^on  d  «;  ,h  "  i  '  ''7 ''^  "°J,  '"P" 
nt^s  for::he  supply  of  the  islands  now  and  for    I  Th^.V.     '^  y        ""^  gentleman  from  Massa- 

tk-Ji^lan./particularly'the  Island  of  S'cf' Treatrv  Tfor  w^?  "^  '^"  m"'w^  "^t  'k' 
»4<iteTrp.  Mncr  RarK<.H,;..c   «,o ,  i^aiuaiLa,     1  reasury  (lor  whose  opinion,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 

S  ir  1  :i^  Barbadoes.  was  generally  in  our  had  the  highest  degree  of  respect)  was  alto-ether 
fa»«r.    _Ii  that  was  the  case,  any  measure  affect-    different :  that  the^du'y  iorid^e^rid  altog%ther 

by   ourselves.      An  increased    duty   on    imports 


**•  :^lieir  ioieresi  so  as  to  cast  a  prejudice  rather 
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would  very  evidently  be  paid,  in  a  great  degree, 
by  our  own  citizens.  With  regard  tu  a  tonnage 
duty  on  outward-bound  vessels,  indeed,  it  would 
operate,  in  a  small  degree,  as  an  export  duty  at- 
taching to  the  articles  exported,  and  would  be 
paid  in  the  West  India  islands.  But.  under  cor- 
rection, he  should  suppose  ihe  other  duty  would 
be  paid  by  citizens  ot  the  United  States  ;  at  least 
so  much  of  It  as  was  requisite  to  bring  up  the 
value  of  the  article  imported  to  the  cost  of  the 
same  article  from  other  countries  on  not  as  favor- 
able terms  as  ii  would  otherwise  have  been  from 
the  West  Indies.  Such  would  certainly  be  the 
effect,  unless  the  price  should  be  so  far  enhanced 
by  the  dunes,  as  to  cause  the  West  India  produc- 
tions to  come  so  much  higher  than  the  same  ar- 
ticles from  other  countries,  as  greatly  to  reduce 
the  consumption  of  them. 

If  it  could  be  distinctly  ascertained,  on  this 
subject,  what  was  the  sense  of  the  mercantile 
part  of  the  community,  or  of  a  considerable  ma- 
jority of  those  who  compose  it,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
should  be  ready  to  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in 
securing  tu  them  the  rights  and  advantages 
which  ought  to  belong  to  the  trade  in  question. 
But  there  seemed  to  be  a  very  great  diversity  of 
opinion,  even  among  themselves,  on  the  subject  : 
and  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  had  delivered 
themselves  so  doubiingly  that,  from  their  argu- 
ment alone,  he  should  be  almost  inclined  to  ques- 
tion the  propriety  of  acting  at  all  on  this  subject ; 
but  certainly  the  conclusion  would  be,  if  any- 
thing was  done,  there  was  no  necessity  for  try- 
ing, in  the  tirst  instance,  the  full  extent  of  all  our 
powers  on  this  subject.  If,  in  1805  and  1806,  by 
the  unanimous  voice  of  the  same  class  of  the 
community,  the  same  measures  had  been  de- 
manded for  protecting  tlieir  interests ;  if,  subse- 
quently, the  adoption  of  measures  similar  to  the 
one  now  proposed,  became,  in  the  highest  degree, 
exceptionable  to  those  who  had  called  for  them; 
there  was  some  reason  tu  believe,  if  we  pursue  the 
same  course,  (particularly  when  the  opinions  of 
the  mercbanis  are  not  so  decidedly  expressed  as 
they  werelhen.)  we  shall  come  to  the  same  re- 
sult. Whatever  was  done,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
disposed  to  see  done  with  the  consent  and  hearty 
approbation,  and  present  and  future  support  of 
those  lor  whose  benefit  it  was  dune.  He  did  not 
wish  that  Congress  should  be  accused  hereafter 
of  so  regulating  commerce  as  to  destroy  it;  not 
that  they  should  receive  the  reproaches,  instead 
of  the  gratitude  of  those  for  whom  they  made  se- 
rious sacrifices. 

With  regard  to  one  particular  branch  ol  com- 
merce, relerred  to  by  the  gentleman  who  last 
spoke.  It  was  certainly  desirable  that  some  regu- 
lation by  dunes  should  take  place — he  meant  the 
plaster  trade — because,  as  to  that  trade,  the  Gov- 
ernment cuuld  be  compelled  to  admit  us  to  a 
pariicipatiun  in  it,  or  the  trade  itself  would  be 
wholly  destroyed,  the  principal  and  almost  only 
market  being  the  United  States.  The  article 
must  either  not  be  brought  at  all,  or  indifferently 
in  British  and  American  vessels. 

The  Committee  bad  been  told,  in  the  course 


of  this  debate,  very  confidently,  from  a  high  au- 
thority, that  the  necessary  effect  of  a  total  prohi- 
bition would  be,  to  compel  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  admit  us  into  participation  of  the  trade 
with  her  colonies.  We  ail  know,  said  Mr.  W., 
that  the  colonial  system  is  a  part  of  the  policy 
which  European  Governments  adhere  to  with 
the  greatest  pertinacity,  and  never  relinquish.  He 
had  seen  predictions  somewhat  similar  to  this  oa 
former  occasions,  not  altogether  verified  by  the 
fact.  He  did  nut  say  that,  id  those  cases,  impor- 
tant effects  had  not  been  produced  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, whatever  had  been  the  opinions  of  gen- 
tlemen at  that  tune,  arising  from  the  excitement 
of  party  feelings,  our  restrictive  system  had  pro- 
duced great  effect  on  the  British  West  India 
islands,  where  the  distress  of  the  inhabitants 
had  been  nearly  as  great  as  in  1785 — not  quite 
so  great,  for  at  that  period  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  a  part  of  their  population  had  been  de- 
stroyed. If,  however,  our  restrictive  system,  ope- 
rating severely  as  it  did,  was  found  not  to  produce 
ultimately  the  effects  expected  from  it,  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  receive  with  some  grains  of  al- 
lowance an  appeal  to  it  at  this  time  to  resort  to 
that  system  to  produce  a  relaxation  of  the  Brit- 
ish colonial  policy. 

We  ought  to  recollect  also  what  had  been  fre- 
quently heard  on  this  floor,  and  what,  tu  a  certain 
extent,  was  certainly  a  legitimate  argument,  that 
the  tendency  of  all  systems  of  total  prohibition 
was  to  promote,  in  that  section  of  the  cuuntry 
where  it  opjerates  most,  a  spirit  entirely  hostile  to 
every  species  of  fair  commerce,  destructive  to  the 
morals  of  the  people,  tending  to  the  diminulioa 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Government,  and  to  the  de- 
feat of  any  system  the  Government  might  pur- 
sue for  the  purpose  of  operating  on  the  com- 
merce of  rival  Powers.  A  total  prohibition,  he 
said,  would  be  evaded,  particularly  on  the  East- 
ern frontier  and  on  the  Lakes,  in  defiance  of  all 
the  force,  civil  and  military,  of  the  Government. 
A  large  portion  of  the  products  of  the  United 
Stales  would  thenceforth  go  to  the  ports  in  Can- 
ada, and  thence,  as  British  property,  to  the  colo- 
nies. To  a  considerable  extent  heretofore  this 
had  been  the  case — adopt  this  measure,  and  it 
would  become  so  altogether — and  the  very  cir- 
cumstance of  a  large  portion  of  breadstutfs  and 
lumber,  going  to  the  colonies,  indirectly,  through 
those  ports,  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the 
British  Government  to  persevere  in  its  system, 
and  would  be  adduced  as  an  argument  of  the 
competency  of  the  British  provinces  in  the  North 
to  supply  the  West  India  islands  altogether.  He 
had,  he  said,  no  belief  in  the  effect  of  this  meas- 
ure to  compel  the  British  Government  to  admit 
us  to  a  particii)ation  in  the  navigation  to  and  from 
her  colonies. 

It  was  certain,  he  said,  that  the  present  state 
of  our  navigation  was  imputable  to  the  return  of 
the  European  Powers  to  the  system,  in  regard 
to  their  colonies  particularly,  which  they  bad 
always  pursued  in  peace;  but  also  to  the  circum- 
stance of  a  large  portion  of  our  commerce  en- 
gaged in  the  war  trade  not  now  being  required 
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«|(or  ibut  trade,  and  not  being  otherwise  profitably 
Mimployed.     The  suffering  of  the  navigating  in- 
ierebt  was  caused  by  the  aruount  of  our  tonnage 
I  Ijeing  ijreater  than  can  be  used  in  ordinary  time* 
;rlhisA*ias  an  evil  which  even  this  measure  graot- 
;}ng  It  (the   fullest    success,   would    not   entirely 
temedj-.  ' 

•  J;   Without    intending  to  commit  himself  upon 

^.J^be  course  he  would  ultimately  pursue,  either  in 

■„^  jelaiioa  to  the  bill  or  the  substitute,  he  had  ven- 

^^ured   Hastily    to  offer  his  crude   notions  on  this 

^l^bjecij     He  should   not  have  done  it,  he  said 

1^  be  b<id  not  perceived  but  little  interest  taken 

|ui  the  .aeasure.  or  if  he  had  heard  as  general  an 

»4xpre>s,ou  of  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  on  the 

HueslJoo,  as,  on   so  important  a  question,  might 

}1avel#eQ   expected.      The   bill,   he   said,  em- 

2iraced)an  important  question:  it  was  the  com- 

^ijienceHjeDt  of  a  system  which  might  lead  us  to 

r;)$siults,Jof  which  many  gentlemen  were  not  per- 

^l».-ctly  a^ware.     There  was  a  beautiful  alle<Tory  in 

{«ie  hisiory  of  one  of  the  most  celebrated'of  the 

;|Jncient  Republics.      He   meant    the  contest  of 

vljepluric  and   Minerva  for  the  patronage  of  the 


y 

e 
ent — 


Athens;  to  which    the  one  had  offered 
olive,    that   elegant    type  of   good   govern- 


The  rich  olive,  underneath  whose  shade, 
The  green  horb  greener  grows," 

the  fcymbol  of  peace.  While  the  gift  of  the 
her  was  the  horse— the  instrument  of  war 
emit^g  thus  dariily  lo  shadow  out  the  truth  that 
•  ,«|:"culfure  is  essentially  pacific,  while  commerce 
;  ajhough  commerce  is  not.  as  it  was  then,  mingled 
-With  p.racy)  has  yet.  when  pursued  with  too 
uch  avidity,  always  a  tendency  to  endanfrer  the 
:i«irmonv  of  nations.  Whether  this  is  wlut  was 
^ant,  or  whether,  as  has  been  ingeniously  suppo- 
lal,  It  was  an  allusion  to  some  attempt  on  the  part 
Its  first  rulers,  to  divert  th£  attention  of  the 
pie  trom  the  navigation  of  their  narrow  sea 
the  cultivation  o^  the  earth-it  would,  in  either 
enti  lurnish  an  instructive  lesson.  All  such  at- 
^Qnpts  i,iust  forever  be  made  in  vain.  Tne  occu- 
^jflions  ,,t  a  people  are  determined  by  their  situ- 
JtJon.  thi'ir  interests,  their  habits— and  these,  even 
t  tl'  D  '"^f<l""'  aod  more  disastrous  period  of 
;.^  It  Retublic.  were  not  to  be  changed  at  the  com-  ! 
j«i  nd  01  iheir  rulers.  To  make  them  forget  their 
>.*a  val  greatness  and  glory,  to  turn  their  affections  ' 
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by  measures  which  would  hazaHTiTTiri^. 
able  degree,  the  safety,  interests,  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  great  body  of  the  community 

Mr.   Clay  (Speaker)  said,  that  m  one  senti- 
ment expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
he    most    heartily  concurred-that  the   measure 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  or  by  the  proposed  sub- 
stitute, was  the  most  important,  as  respected  at 
least  our  foreign  relations,  that  had  come  before 
Congress  at  this  session,  or  would   probably  be 
brought    before    it    for    some  years-a    measure 
wbich.  whatever  fate  attended  it.  ought  to  attract 
the  attention  of  honorable  members  of  this  House 
and  to  which,  he  hoped,  before  the  final  question 
on  It.  they  would  give  the  most  mature  consider- 
ation. 

There  was  no  doubt,  Mr.  C.  .said,  that  a  great 
part  of  the  depression  under  which  our  navigation 
now  labors,  was  not  peculiar  to  this  nation;  but 
there  was  as  little  doubt  that  we  experienced  it 
m  a  less  degree  than  some  other  nations,  partic- 
ularly our  great  rival  in  commerce  and  navigation. 
It  was  owing  principally  to  the  state  of  peace 
throughout  the  world,  that  we,  instead  of  being 
the  carriers  for  other  nations  had  become  the  car- 
riers for  our  own  country  only,  thus  greatly  cur- 
tailing our  navigation:  though  it  was  no  doubt 
also  I  a  a  material  degree,  effected,  as  stated  by 
the  President  in  his  Message,  by  the  colonial  policy 
of  Crreat  Britain,  which  excludes  us  from  a  par- 
ticipation 10  the  trade  with  her  colonies. 

Independent  of  its  intrinsic  importance,  Mr.  C. 
i'aid.  this  subject  presented  itself  in  an  imposing 
attitude,  as  forming  one  of  the  most  prominent 
points  01  the  President's  Message.  The  import- 
ance of  the  question  by  no  means  depended  simply 
on  the  value  of  the  trade  between  this  country 
and  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain.  But  consid- 
ering the  question  as  it   related    merely 


^;y 


.      ,-      .     •    .     ,     8^  "   related    merely  to    that 
trade,  when  the  fact  was  stated,  that  it  consisted 

rf)ple  t>om  the  navigation  of  their  narrow  Je7    ,1.1"™°'  r    *^°''*"  imports,  and  of  course 

{|the  cultivation  o^  thVearth-it  w^uld  in  "ih.';    qu     tion  was'  o'ne'Td^'en  """''  ''  ''""'''''  '""^ 

quesiion  was  one  ol   deep  import,  compared    to 

any  which  at  present  presented  itself  to  the  at- 
tention of  Congress.  But,  as  was  stated  in  the 
President's  Message.  Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  not  solely 
important  on  account  of  the  efft-ct  of  the  colonial 
system  on  that  trade,  but  the  fact  was,  that  the 
exclusion  from  a  participation  in  that  navigation 
essentially  affected  the  trade  between  this  coun- 
'^|lm  iha^  element  where'had"be7n\Teir  mumnh'    Ih''  British  European  possessions,  and.  by 

yoJ  theu  strength--the  roslrut^  or  ,  L^T^^^^^^  °Vu'  T''""'  ^^P"^^<^    "'•  ">  ^ 

tiTich  th"  orators  addressed  the  people    the  «.;^     T  "'"'"'  °f  '^'  ^""^'='  °*'  '^^  convention 

qe,believ.d  it  was  called-he  beS^rJof  iTe  '  ?  rThT'^u^K'^'  ^''"'r  ^^"^'"-  ""^''^  P'^'^^"^ 
U  not  give  It   the  true  Atiic    ^ronuncmio"  establishment  of  a  perfect   recpVocity  of 

3ijch,    formerly,  was   in  view  oTthe  no      an"^    r^T^"    ^'""''^   '^'  United    States  and    the 
>lip.Dg,  was  removed    to  L    differem  f oo  •  w    '         f  European  possessions.     It  was  not  neces- 
.ape,  which  had  been  th.    o(\Z  Zl'n'l  <  !!fl  ?  '!'?^^'  the  Cornmittee  with  the  details,  he 


^tiich, 
♦  [•*y  sh 

hin 


.ly  shape,  which  had  been  that  of  the  prow  of  a  '  IVJ^  1!!T     the  Committee  with  the  details,  he 
'/|<^el,  was  changed-but  no  change  was  pLIi    !*i!'^'„^"i'/  "'."V.  ^  ^'^"^'"•^'l-  '^at  where  a  Brit- 

^ifnliall,-  the  dispositions  of  the  mass  of  the  neo 


was  changed-but  no  change  was  effected 

e  dispositions  of  the  people. 

-  aitrmpt  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  change 
.  'all)-  the  dispositions  of  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
rwha,e  home  is  on  the  ocean,"  would  be  futile 

I  F  uriurce  navigation,  .  place  them  on  an  equal    footing  as  regarded   the 

;i    • 


ish  vessel  could  carry  two  cargoes,  whilst  the 
Americar.  could  carry  but  one.  the  advantage 
must  be  greatly  m  their  favor.  Even  if  gentle- 
men were  not  disposed  to  do  something  tolbtain 
tor  the  navigation  of  this  country  a  participation 
ill  the  colonial  trade,  they  ought  to  go  so  far  as  to 
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European  trade.  Some  measure  ought  to  be  de- 
vised, by  which  the  navigation  of  (Jreat  Britain 
should  be  prevented  fwm  enjoying  peculiar  ad- 
vantages over  us.  in  a  trade  wherein  reciprocity 
had  been  solemnly  promised  by  the  convention  to 
which  he  had  alluded. 

It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  spoken  on  this  question,  as  well 
as  some  who  had  not  spoken,  but  with  whom  he 
had  conversed,  had  mistaken  the  nature  of  the 
measure  now  before  the  Committee,  and  con- 
founded it  with  the  embargo,  and  the  whole  train 
of  restrictive  measures.  The  present  measure,  he 
said,  was  of  a  character  totally  different.  The 
embargo,  the  non-intercourse  ana  non-imporiation 
systems  were  adopted  as  substitutes  for  war,  to 
produce  a  revocation  by  Great  Britain  of  her  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  by  France  of  her  decrees. 
These  orders  and  decrees  of  the  belligerents  were 
intended  to  act  on  each  other.  Of  course,  if  it 
were  true  in  point  of  fact,  as  he  contended  it  was 
not,  that  the  restrictive  measures  of  this  Govern- 
ment had  failed  in  producing  the  desired  effect,  it 
was  no  reason  why  the  measure  now  proposed, 
should  fail;  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  mea- 
sures referred  to,  having  been  that  Great  Britain 
had  a  greater  interest  at  stake,  in  the  contest  with 
France,  to  maintain  inviolate  those  Orders  in 
Council,  than  she  had  in  conciliating  the  wishes 
and  participating  in  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try. Those  measures,  if  they  had  have  failed, 
would  have  failed  because  the  measures  of  Great 
Britain  were  intended  to  operate  on  France,  and 
through  us  upon  her.  But  in  regard  to  the  policy 
of  Great  Britain,  which  this  bill  proposed  to  coun- 
tervail, it  operated  on  this  country  alone,  and  was 
connected  with  no  belligerent  purpose.  It  was 
not  a  fact,  however,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  the  embar- 
go and  other  restrictive  measures  did  fail.  He 
would  not  go  into  that  question  at  this  time;  but 
he  would  assert  that  they  in  fact  produced  the  re- 
peal, in  the  first  place,  of  the  decrees  of  France, 
and  afterwards  of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Great 
Britain — an  effect  produced  too  late,  however,  to 
avert  the  war  previously  declared  by  us  against 
that  nation.  There  was,  certainly,  no  real  anal- 
ogy between  the  system  proposed  by  this  bill,  and 
that  restrictive  system  which  the  United  States 
bad  formerly  adopted. 

Let  us,  then,  said  Mr.  C.  inquire  into  the 
character  of  the  evil  proposed  to  be  remedied, 
and  of  the  remedy  that  is  offered.  What  is  the 
evil?  Great  Britain  says  that  the  whole  com- 
merce between  her  colonies  and  the  United 
States  shall  be  carried  on  in  British  ships,  abso- 
lutely excluding  American  ships  frOm  any  parti- 
cipation in  It.  The  most  natural  course  of  the 
exchange  of  commodities  between  nations  might 
be  thus  defined:  that  each  nation  shouLl  carry 
its  own  products  to  market ;  that  we  should  carry 
of  our  produce  what  we  do  not  want,  but  they  do, 
to  British  ports;  and  that  they  should  bring  what 
they  do  not  want,  but  we  do,  lo  our  ports.  With 
this  course,  however.  Great  Britain  was  not  satis- 
fied. The  next,  and  perhaps  the  must  equal  and 
best  mode  of  providing  for  the  free  and  fair  in- 


terchange of  commodities,  was.  to  open  the  trade 
equally  and  reciprocally  to  both  parties,  to  let 
each  carry  the  commodities  of  both  countries,  ia 
a  fair  competition.  Great  Britain  was  not.  how- 
ever, disposed  to  do  this.  She  not  only  prohibit- 
ed the  carriage  of  her  colonial  commodities  in  our 
vessels;  not  only  entirely  engrossed  the  export 
trade  from  her  colonies,  but  refused  to  allow  us 
any  participation,  by  conventional  regulation  or 
otherwise,  in  the  trade  to  the  colonies.  The 
effect  was,  to  deprive  us  of  the  advantages  in  the 
augmentation  of^  our  commerce,  and  increase  of 
our  seamen,  which  would  result  from  the  car- 
riage of  our  own  produce,  to  the  amount  of  six 
millions  of  dollars  annually. 

With  regard  to  the  importance  of  encouraging 
our  navigation,  he  said,  he  need  not  resort  to 
argument.  The  quesiion  of  the  importance  of  a 
navy  to  maintain  and  defend  our  rights,  which 
had  been  some  years  ago  a  question  of  a  theoreti- 
cal nature,  was  no  longer  so:  it  was  now  a  ques- 
tion of  practical  experience.  All  felt  its  import- 
ance, and  all  acknowledged  the  expediency  of 
cherishing,  by  all  means  in  our  power,  that  im- 
portant branch  of  national  defence. 

Gentlemen  alarmed  themselves,  Mr.  C.  said, 
by  the  apprehension  that  the  other  party  would 
view  as  inimical  any  regulations  countervailing 
her  colonial  policy,  and  that  the  issue  of  this 
conflict  of  commercial  regulations  would  be  war. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  believed  in  no  such  result.  If  an 
exclusion  of  the  navigation  and  shipping  of  Great 
Britain  from  our  ports  be  a  measure  of  a  hostile 
character,  said  Mr.  C  ,  Great  Britain  has  set  us 
the  example;  for  she  excludes  our  navigation 
and  shipping  from  an  extensive  range  of  her 
ports.  Mr.  C.  considered  this  rather  as  a  diplo- 
matic than  a  hostile  measure;  but.  if  it  were 
otherwise,  she  had  set  the  exam^e.  which  she 
could  not  complain  if  we  followed. 

But.  said  he,  let  us  look  to  the  fact.  What 
would  be  the  light  in  which  Great  Britain  would 
view  any  such  regulations  as  are  proposed  by 
the  bill?  The  Convention  of  London  contains 
an  express  stipulation  on  the  subject;  and  I  will 
observe  to  gentlemen,  that  the  clau'^e  which  ex- 
empts the  colonial  trade  from  the  second  article 
of  the  convention  was  introduced  with  the  ex- 
press view  of  retaining  in  our  hands  the  right  to 
countervail  the  British  regulations  ia  this  respect. 
It  was  so  understood  by  the  framers  of  that  con- 
vention. But.  said  Mr.  C,  we  have  later  evi- 
dence than  that  which  is  furnished  by  the  terms 
of  the  convention.  The  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage at  the  opening  of  the  session,  says,  that  it  is 
ascertained  ''that  the  British  Government  de- 
•  dines  all  negotiation  on  this  subject;  with  a 
'  disavowal,  however,  of  any  disposition  to  view. 
'  in  an  unfriendly  light  whatever  countervailing 
'  regulations  the  United  States  may  oppose  to  the 
'  regulations  of  which  they  complain."  Thus, 
then,  we  have  evidence  both  from  the  nature  of 
the  case  and  from  the  express  declarations  of  the 
British  Government,  that  it  will  not,  because  il 
cannot,  view  in  an  unfriendly  light  any  regula- 
tions which  this  Government  may  find  it  expedi- 
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^adopt  to  counteryail  their  policy.     Mr.  C. 

le  did   not  think  that  the  adoption  of  this 

on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  ought  to  ex- 

'uiy  hostile  feeling  towards  her.     She  was 

^j^ular  in  this  respect.     Every  country  that 

lonies  in  the   West  Indies,  and  which  is 

weaii.  to  defend  them,  endeavored,  he  said, 

opriate  to  itself  all  the  advantages  of  the 

j/ith  those  colonies;  and  it  would  be  found 
ihai^'fc  relaiatiou  of  the  rigor  of  that  systenn,  by 
oar  %iiion  i,r  another,  was  precisely  graduated 
by  ti^idegret  of  ability  to  maintain  their  colonies 
ii|  ![3kife  and  defend  tnem  in  war.  There  was 
nolhftf  in  the  regulations  of  Great  Britain  which 
ci^ul'l  »e  offensive,  or  possibly  lead  to  war.  They 
miiri^pe  complained  of  as  selfish  or  unfriendly 
— iRW*  certainly  were  the  former.  But  Great 
Bru'l^  had  h  perfect  right  to  set  the  example  be- 
fore itn;  and  the  question  was,  whether  the  total 
exdf^on  of  our  ships  from  the  colonial  ports  of 
BriUfif ,  was  such  a  measure  as  we  ou?ht  to  fold 
oup  y^^!>  and  submit  to.  without  an  etiurc  to  ob- 
tain/*Jme  part  of  the  trade  which  she  had  at- 
tenij^J  to  appropriate  exclusively  to  herself? 

0*T'%'^niffi  had  properly  said  that  this  was  a 
qi!^jii«a  whif  h  ought  to  be  well  weighed  before 
dfc'iiirf .  Whatever  we  do.  said  Mr.  C,  it  ought 
to  be^^^ith  a  determination  to  adhere  firmly  to  it. 
F«)i,  fj*pend  upon  it,  Great  Britain  will  never 
lij^ht^|relax  her  policy.  This  is  proved  by  the 
histi,|s^of  the  failure  of  all  attempts  to  obtain  a 
r«lam#on  of  the  policy  by  negotiation,  from  the 
first  yf.ablishment  of  the  colonies  to  this  day. 
Mr.  i^y  attempted  to  negotiate  on  the  subject, 
but  i»^ed  ia  his  object.  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pink|.Jy  trie^l:  they  failed,  being  obliged  to  be 
satioSrN  with  the  introduction  into  the  rejected 
trwii  rff  a  clause  similar  to  that  in  the  late  con- 
V€-nttJ|.  that  e?ch  nation  should  be  at  liberty  to 
regwi'^^*  iradt  with  the  colonies  as  it  pleased.  1 
need  ^ri  say,  added  Mr.  C,  that  those  who  nego- 
tijfi»(4it»e  present  convention  of  commerce  had 
the.,4i*ject  anxiously  at  heart;  that  they  strove 
all  :iti|ieir  power  to  incorporate  in  that  compact 

feeulation    allowinj?    nartinination    in    tbe 


somc'^  Vgulation   allowing    participation 


in 


'I, 


had  f^jore  them.  The  failure  of  a  more  recent 
ait^ui^f  at  nejotiauon  on  the  subject  was  alluded 
to,  hi^\  ■         ■  ... 


ccJoiikj   trade;  they    failed,  however,  as  others 

e  failu 
on  the 
hj^>*iid,  i&the  passage  of  ihe  President's  Mes- 
sage" f/juch  he  had  already  quoted.  The  policy 
of  C.>yt  Britain,  it  followed  from  these  facts, 
was^^'jply  laid  in  selfish  considerations — a  policy 
whuijvhe  had  never  relaxed,  except  in  periods 
of  wV,wnen  it  became  her  interest  to  do  so,  from 
the  r*ipirienceinent  of  her  colonies  to  this  time. 
The, pleasure  which  we  address  to  her  interest, 
to  ic^i.jre  her  to  relax  from  the  rigor  of  her  colo- 
nial ^jlicy.  should  be  a  measure  framed  with 
amplvilelibeiaiion.  which,  when  we  adopt  with 
refcol<.^A)Q,  we  will  maintain  with  fortitude.  For. 
the  m  conclusion  of  the  British  Government 
wou^Lndoubtedly  be,  that  the  American  Gov- 
ernuiipi  would  be  incapable  of  maintaining  its 
regur<ifons  for  any  length  of  time  ;  and  that  Gov- 
erua>»;i^,  jo  ii,e  expectation  of  a  retraction  of  the 
™^*^C*,  wouSil  persevere  in  her  policy  as  long  is 

.  ii 


she  could.  What  we  do.  therefore,  we  should 
do  knowingly,  and  should  do  it  well;  with  aa 
unalterable  determination  to  adhere  to  it  until  it 
has  produced  the  effect  it  was  designed  to  ac- 
complish. 1  will  go  further  on  this  subject,  said 
Mr.  C.  So  deeply  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  the 
British  people  is  the  sentiment  that  the  retention 
of  the  colonial  policy  is  essential  tu  their  com- 
mercial prosperity  and  maritime  greatness,  that 
I  contend,  if  any  measure  of  yours  is  to  produce 
au  effect  on  the  Government  in  regard  to  it,  it 
must  be  by  enlightening  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  British  nation  in  rejrard  to  its  true  interests — 
for  no  ministry  would  find  itself  capable  of  re- 
laxing that  colonial  policy,  and  hold  their  seat;* 
one  month  thereafter.  In  any  measure  you  take, 
you  will  have  the  colonies  to  back  and  aid  you — 
they  being  always  anxious  for  the  most  enlarged 
and  liberal  trade.  But  you  must  also  carry  convic- 
tion to  the  mind  of  the  British  people,  that  they 
have  a  greater  interest  in  giving  up  than  in  ad- 
hering to  the  colonial  policy,  before  they  will 
surrender  it.  Convince  the  people  of  that,  and 
the  Ministry  will  let  you  into  the  trade;  but  not 
hefore. 

The  question   whjch   presents   itself,  then,  is, 
whether  we  will  adopt  nltasures  to  induce  a  re- 
laxation so  desirable  to  our  interest?    What  ought 
to   be  done,  if  anything  is?      There    were  two 
propositions  before  tbe  House,  and  the  question 
now  was  on  substituting  high  duties  for  the  pro- 
hibitory system.     Mr.  C.  said  that  he  preferred 
the  prohibition  ;  and  if  any  gentleman  would  can- 
didly compare  the   merits  of  ihe   two   proposed 
remedies,  he  would  find  that  the  whole  value  of 
the  remedy,  by  the  imposition  of  duties,  was  de- 
rived from  Its  approximation  to  prohibition.     He 
objected  to  increased  duties  for  various  reasons; 
first,  because  they  would  operate  on  ourselves,  for 
that   would  unquestionably  be  their  first   effect; 
though  he  admitted  we  might,  by  diminishing  la 
a  degree  the  consumption  of  the  colonies,  and  let- 
ting in  rivals  to  their  trade,  on  more  advantage- 
ous  terras,  operate  on  them.     As  respected  our 
exportation,  also,  these  duties  would  operate  in- 
juriously on  us,  by  diminishing  the  consumption 
of  our  produce  in  the  colonies,  without  materially 
distressing  them.     Mr.  C.  favored  the  system  of 
prohibition  lor  other  rea.ons.     It  met  the  British 
regulation  by  a  measure  of  the  same  character, 
operating  exactly  to  the  same  extent.     It  neither 
stopped  short  nor  exceeded  the  measure  of  which 
we  complain.     He  preferred  prohibition  to  duties 
for  other  reasons.    The  value  of  the  latter  system 
must  arise  wholly  from  the  diminution  of  the  con- 
sumption of  the  colonial  commodities  here,  and 
of  ours  there,  and  might  lead  to  a  species  of  strife 
of  restrictions,  &c.,  which  the  prohibition  system 
would  avoid.     It  would  be  preposterous,  said  Mr. 
C,  for  the  British  Government  to  complain  of 
tbe  system  ol  exclusion.     The  answer  is  at  hand. 
You  have  set  the  example  of  imposing  restric- 
tions  on  the   trade;  do   you  set   the   example  of 
taking  It  off— as  you  withdraw,  so  will  we.    This 
measure  can  lead  to  no  collision  but  what  is  am- 
icable.    The  system  of  duties  would  not  be  felt 
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so  immediately  by  the  colonies,  or  by  the  people 
of  Great  Britain,  upon  whom,   he  had  had  the 
honor  of  stating,  we  must  produce  an  effect  be- 
fore  we  can    reach   our  object.     The    measure, 
therefore,  which  we  adopted,  must  be  one  which 
could  not  be  mistaken  in  its  character;  in  regard 
to  which  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  the 
present   Government    or    its    Representatives  to 
mislead   the  colonies,  or   deceive   the  people  of 
Britain.     Such  a  measure,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  took 
prohibition    to   be;  .such  a  measure    he   took  the 
proposed  substitute  not  to  be.     If  we  laid  duties, 
for  instance,   the  British  Mini.-«try  might  say — 
"America  may  lay  what  duties  she  pleases,  what 
right   have  you    to   complain?"      The   colonies 
might,  indeed,  inquire  into  the  motive  of  the  im- 
position of  those  duties,  but,  if  they  did.  they  could 
not  ascertain  it  ;  it  might  have  been  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  revenue,  as  well  as  the  object  which 
is  now  sought  by  it.     But  when  they  fi«d  a  sys- 
tem of  prohibition  established  precisely  in  retali- 
ation of  a  similar  law  of  Great  Britain,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  deceive  them  ;  they  could  not  fail 
to  see  the  cause  of  the  evil,  for  which  a  remedy 
would  be  sought  in  a  revocation  of  the  measure 
which  provoked  the  United  States  to  that  course. 
But,  It   had  been  said,  that  the  effect  of  a  total 
prohibition  of  intercourse  would  be  evaded  ;  that 
Montreal  would  be  declared  lo  be  a  free  port,  and 
the  commodities  destined  for  the  consumption  of 
the  West  Indies  would  be  accumulated  in  depot 
in  that  city,  and  thence  transported  to  the  insular 
colonies  to  supply  their  wants;  that  thus  the  chan- 
nel of  supply  only  would  be  changed,  without  af- 
fecting the  amount  of  the  supply  of  our  products 
to  the  British  West  Indies.     Mr.  C.  said  he  did 
not  believe   in  any  such  result.     He  thought  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  yesterday,  in  the  prac- 
tical view  with  which  he  had  favored  the  Com- 
mittee, had  satisfied  them  that  such  could  not  be 
the  result.     Nature,  Mr.  C.  said,  there  stepped  in 
to  prevent  that  diversion  of  the  trade  from  its  or- 
dinary channel,  and,  by  the  occlusion  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  prevented  that  river  from  being  the 
channel  of  the  regular  and  certain  supply  required 
for   the   maintenance  of  the   West  Indies.     The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  shown   that  but 
one  or  two  voyages  could  be  made  from  a  port  in 
the  St.  Lawrence,  instead   of  the   three  or  four 
voyages  which  might  be  made  in  a  year  from  the 
United   States,  and   that  the  supply   from   that 
quarter,  therefore,  must  be  deficient. 

Mr.  C.  begged  leave  to  add  another  argument, 
which,  if  he  was  not  wholly  mistaken  in  all  his 
views  of  this  subject,  would  be  conclusive.  It 
was  this:  that  the  effect  of  the  proposed  prohibi- 
tion would  be  to  deprive  the  colonies  of  a  market 
for  their  produce,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of 
dollars.  It  was  not  sufficient  for  gentlemen  to 
show,  even  had  they  succeeded  in  doing  so,  that 
the  wants  of  the  colonies  could  be  supplied  from 
the  St.  "Lawrence,  but  it  must  also  be  shown  that 
they  could  find  on  and  near  the  St.  Lawrence  a 
market  for  their  products  in  return.  This  prop- 
osition, simply  announced,  demanded  the  assent 
of  all.     The  ability  to  purchase  depends  on  the 


ability  to  sell.  If  there  is  a  political  truth,  it  was 
that,  he  said,  which  he  had  stated.  If.  then,  we 
cut  off  a  market  for  six  millions  of  the  commodi- 
ties, with  which  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  an  equivalent  amount  of  supplies, 
though  we  leave  the  road  open,  we  deprive  them 
of  the  means  of  obtaining  those  supplies.  A  cer- 
tain quantity  of  sugar.  &c..  might  be  smuggled 
on  the  lakes,  but  to  what  amount  ?  Sufficient  for 
the  consumption  on  the  borders  of  the  lakes  alone; 
for  it  would  fee  impossible  to  introduce  such  arti- 
cles in  that  manner  for  the  supply  of  the  seaboard. 
The  expense  of  transportation  would  be  such,  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  merchant  to  come 
into  competition  with  the  same  commodities,  im- 
ported from  other  quarters.  The  amount  which 
the  colonies  could  sell  on  the  lakes,  would  be 
somewhere  about  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The 
products  with  which  they  could  supply  them- 
selves in  that  quarter,  must  be  limited  to  the  same 
amount.  And  gentlemen  must  show  that  a  mar- 
ket can  be  obtained  for  six  or  seven  millions  in 
amount,  before  they  can  prove  that  the  colonies 
can  procure  (if  it  were  possible  to  procure  at  all) 
their  supplies  from  Canada. 

Suppose  the  measure  of  prohibition  be  adopted, 
what  would  be  its  effect?  In  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
C,  a  mere  change  in  the  direction  of  the  trade. 
St.  Domingo  would  be  open  to  us,  St.  Thomas, 
Santa  Cruz,  and  possibly  St.  Bartholomews,  and 
other  islands  and  ports.  But,  if  not  one  port 
should  be  open,  the  necessity  Great  Britain  would 
be  under  to  obtain  supplies  for  her  colonies,  would 
dictate  the  expediency  of  opening  some  port  at 
which  an  interchange  of  commodities  could  take 
place.  If  this  operation  took  place,  all  that  is 
proposed  to  be  effected  by  the  bill  is  accomplished, 
by  the  participation  of  our  navigation  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  articles  thus  exchanged.  Our 
ships  will  have  obtained  in  employment,  in  car- 
rying our  products  to  that  entrepot,  and  bringing 
return  cargoes,  of  the  same  amount  they  would 
have  now,  if  American  instead  of  British  shipw 
wholly  engrossed  the  trade.  There  might,  in 
the  case  supposed,  be  some  little  increase  in  the 
cost  of  the  articles,  but  so  inconsiderable  a?  not 
to  amount  to  any  offset  to  the  great  advantage* 
accruing  to  this  country  from  the  employment  of 
Its  tonnage. 

The  present  moment,  Mr.  C.  considered  as  par- 
ticularly propitious  to  the  adoption  of  this  regu- 
lation ;  because,  as  regarded  the  great  direct  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  British  ports  in 
Europe,  that  was  regulated  and  unalterable  for 
near  three  years.  It  stood  on  the  footing  of  con- 
vention ;  and  we  should  not.  by  any  regulation 
adopted  in  regard  to  the  colonial  trade,  put  to 
hazard  the  advantages  in  the  other,  at  least  until 
that  convention  expired. 

Regarding  this  regulation  in  another  view,  he 
anticipated  beneficial  effects  from  it.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  weakness  of  some  of  the  Powers  of 
Europe  in  their  maritime  force,  they  had  found 
it  convenient  to  open  ports  to  us,  which  were 
formerly  shut,  and  we  could  thence  draw  our  sup- 
plies ;  thus  effecting  a  mere  change  in  the  chan- 
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D'jlViiJsuppJy,  with  the  ailraotage  of  the  employ- 
niCfi^Vf  OUT  own  navigation,  as  already  stated. 
S-oi'fl.jAmerica.  besides,  would  be  open  to  us,  and 
we  £n*ld  there  obtain  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
roO(^A,'s  we  nnport  from  the  West  Indies,  except. 
p«rltA^,  ttie  article  of  rum.  Whether  that  could 
be  o>^;»ioed  tliere  or  not  he  did  not  know.  Sugar 
vaigM  be  obtained  in  quantity  from  Louisiana, 
Wiietjlhe  product  of  that  article  increased  every 
year.'  Georgia,  and  a  portion  of  South  Carolina, 
too,  i^-)  turned  their  attention  to  that  object  ;  and 
the  r  t*ct  of  this  measure  would  be  to  encourage 
the  f  >.ivatiofl  of  that  article.  With  respect  "to 
the  ai  i«le  of  spirits,  if  its  importation  were  to- 
tally: ut  off  he  thought  it  uould  be  a  benefit.  He 
belie>  -d,  he  f.aid.  that  America  was  the  only 
couflj^jr    that   imported   as   great   a  quantity    of 

liqaors;  every   other  country  he  was 
rah  used  more  of  its  own  raanufac- 

id  Mr.  C,  you  exclude  entirely,  by  a 
periiife^ent  regulation,  the  article  of  rum,  and  sub- 
stituij;  domestic  liquor  for  that  portion  of  rum 
cons-^jed  here— and  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
Iroru^daryland,  though  I  have  not  perhaps  his 
ex:pe«,i'jce,  that  the  article  of  whiskey  is  better, 
in  evWvf  point  of  view,  than  the  article  of  rum— 
you  i^emote  the  agricultural  interest,  and  par- 
ticularly- that  portion  of  it  from  which  I  and  the 


spiritfqus  liqt 
acqui2()ted  Wi 
ture.Jif,  said 


gent^-ntan  corije. 


M#;(^.  assured  the  Committee  that,  on  this  oc- 
casicij,  jhe  was  influencid  by  no  local  views.  If 
the  ijj.((irests  of  that  pan  of  the  country  which  he 
repri^'.4ted  w.)uld,  as  they  possibly  might  in  some 
re-p»o{t<,  be  pr,?judiced  by  this  measure,  yet,  on  a 
grcanp^itional-question,  in  which  the  honor  and 
chir.fi'itr,a>  v^ell  as  best  right  of  the  country  are 
conc^ried,  he  should  most  cheerfully  surrender 
its  p^eai  interests  for  the  general  good.  He  said 
the  c«»|acter  of  the  country— for  would  any  gen- 
llemg  ."-ay  th^t  it  was  to  be  endured,  that  a  most 
impoi-'diit  pan  of  the  carrying  trade  should  be 
takerr  .ilom  us.  and  that  we  should  tamely  submit 
to  uh  Jt  waj  intolerable,  he  said,  ousht  not  to 
be  et/ii^ed.  and  would  not  long. 

I  lAAik,  ihea,  said  Mr.  C,  th'at  the  suffering  of 
the  h,  k'Jgatiog  interest,  to  which  the  attention  of 
Cong;  ;is  IS  attracted,  is  one  which  calls  loudly 
on  lb.  lody  to  do  something  to  alleviate  it.  It 
IS  au  *utable  greatly  to  the  colonial  systeoi  of 
Great  >-itain,  ihough  no  doubt  also  greatly  to  the 
stale  :  peace,  and  the  consequent  resumption  of 
their  t  iiyigatioa  by  the  Powers  of  Europe,  who 
during,  war  su-pended  a  great  portion  of  it.  Tak- 
ing cA  eof  the  interests  of  the  nation,  and  guard- 
ing o,  f  jcomm^erce  against  the  effect  of  foreign 
regulf  i^ns,  it  becomes  us  to  act  on  this  subject. 
He  si  v.ld,  he  said,  cheerfully  give  his  assent, 
Iherej.  .f,  to  ih^  bill  before  the  House;  and  should 
vote  r|r^.it,  but  with  reluctance,  if  the  amendment 
pro|.o^|q  by  Mr.  Forsyth  should  succeed.  He 
had  uAiided  t»i  have  l^Mtlied  some  other  points, 
he  ^d(|^,  but  iad  alreiL4y  spoken  too  long ;  and 
rved  by,that  circumstance,  as  well  as  by  an 
-..iion  u^der  which  he  labored,  to  bring  his 
.;tu  a  c<i>nclusioQ 


wai  v^, 
iDd.$|> 
remac; 


Mr.  iloBERiijoN,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  rose  on 
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this  occasion  to  make  suggestions  rather  than 
express  opinions;  to  receive  information  rather 
than  to  give  it.  The  House  had  been  told  that 
this  bill  was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  assist- 
ing the  commercial  and  navigating  interests  of 
the  United  States.  As  respected  the  commercial 
interest.  Mr.  R.  said  little  could  be  argued  in 
favor  of  the  measure — for  the  disadvantages  of  it 
to  agriculture  would  be  considerably  greater  than 
any  possible  benefits  it  could  afford  to  commerce. 
With  respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States,  there  arose  a  national  question — that  be- 
ing an  interest  in  which  the  nation  has  a  prop- 
erty. What,  he  asked,  was  the  nature  of  that 
navigation?  It  did  not  depend  on  the  shipping 
or  tonnage  employed  by  the  merchant;  not  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  ship  owner  or  builder,  but 
on  the  American  seamen,  emphatically,  who 
were  employed  in  navigating  our  vessels.  He, 
then,  called  upon  gentlemen  to  give  him  some 
demonstration  of  the  efficacy  of  this  bill  in  in- 
creasing the  number  and  abilities  of  our  seamen, 
before  they  could  show  to  his  satisfaction  that 
the  nation  had  any  interest  in  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  He  wished  not,  he  said,  to  pass  laws  for  the 
encouragement  of  one  interest  to  the  detriment  of 
another,  unless  for  the  advantage  of  that  part  of 
our  navigation  in  which  only  the  nation  had  an 
interest. 

Was  it,  Mr.  R.  asked,  important  to  the  com- 
mercial interest  whether  our  produce  and  foreign 
produce  be  cariied  in  foreign  or  American  ves- 
[sels?  No.  Was  It  important  to  the  nation  that 
I  these  unemployed  ships  should  cover  the  ocean, 
unless  they  were  manned  by  our  own  seamen  ? 
He  said,  no.  Did  this  bill  provide,  or  was  there 
anything  in  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
which  did  provide,  that  seamen  of  the  United 
tates  should  be  employed  in  the  ships  to  be  built 
and  the  tonnage  now  employed?  These  were 
questions  he  should  like  to  hear  solved. 

We  had  no  right,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  consider  this 
question  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Brit- 
ain as   respects  her  colonial   trade;  we   had  no 
rights  in  regard  to  it.     The  measure  now  pro- 
posed did  not  stand  on  the  fooling  of  the  embar- 
go  and  non-intercourse,  and,  if  it  did,  but  few 
gentlemen  he  believed  would  be  found  to  favor 
It.     But,  said  Mr.  R..  have  we  been  wronged  ? 
Are  our  rights  affected    by  the    British  colonial 
policy?     I   take  it   they  are  not.     If  I   were  to 
give  ray  vote  for  this  bill,  it  would  be  singly  and 
exclusively  with  a  view  to  that  kind  of  benefit 
which  would  result  not  only  from  an  increase  of 
our  navigation,  but  from  securing  it  to  the  sea- 
men of  our  country.     He  would,  for  such    an 
object,  consent  to  make  a  sacrifice.     Why  ?     Be- 
cause they  are  necessary  to  the  naval  strength  of 
the  country,  and  any  sacrifice  for  their  encour- 
agement he  should  consider  ad  a  tax  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  and   would  cheerfully  im- 
pose it;  as  he  would  not  hesitate  to  lay  a" tax  on 
the  agricultural,  or  any  interest,  to  add  fortifica- 
tion to  lortificalion,  and  for  improving  and  arm- 
ing the  militia.     If  this  bill,  then,  would  encour- 
age and  increase  the  number  of  our  seamen,  he 
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would  vote  for  it.  but  on  no  other  grounds.  He 
bad  not  the  slightest  regard,  m  tins  case,  to  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  State  which  he 
represented  ;  if  a  great  national  purpose  was  to 
be  obtained,  and  could  be  demonstrated  as  fiow- 
ing  from  the  bill,  he  should  vote  for  it.  Until  he 
had  further  information  than  he  now  possessed, 
however,  it  was  extremely  doubtful  how  he 
should  vote  on  the  question.  He  should  not  vote 
for  the  bill  with  a  view  to  any  retaliation.  If 
the  colonial  system  of  Great  Britain  was  univer- 
sally acquiesced  in,  we  had  no  right  to  t.  omplain 
of  it;  and,  with  respect  to  that  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  not  act  on  it. 

In  his  voyage  last  Spring  from  Baltimore  to 
New  Orleans,  there  was  on  board  the  vessel  in 
which  he  sailed  but  one  native  American  seaman. 
Was  it  of  importance  in  a  national  point  of  view 
that  that  vessel  should  navigate  the  ocean  ?  It 
was  not,  but  if  the  vessel  had  been  manned  by 
American  seamen,  it  would  have  been.  As  to 
the  mere  employment  of  ships.  Mr.  R.  was  averse 
to  entering  into  any  war  of  competition  for  it, 
considering  the  ohject  as  not  worth  the  struggle. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON.  of  Pennsylvania,  in  noticing 
the  remarks  of  the  Speaker.  (Mr.  Clay.)  pre- 
mised, that  he  should  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  but  a  few  minutes.  He  had  followed 
the  honorable  gentleman,  he  said,  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  conclusion  of  his  argument, 
and,  witliout  mere  parliamentary  courtesy,  he 
would  say,  that  his  statements  had  been  made 
with  great  strength  and  accuracy  ;  the  question 
before  the  House  had  been  treated  with  great 
candor,  and  placed  in  a  strong  point  of  view,  and 
the  policy  which  ought  to  govern  every  member 
in  his  vote  was  placed  fairly  before  the  Commit 
tee.  But,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  .♦"ollowed  the  gen- 
tleman to  see  to  what  result  his  course  of  reason- 
ing would  bring  him.  and  to  see  whether  the 
measure  now  proposed  was  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
complained  of?  For  that,  after  all,  was  the 
point  on  which  we  should  keep  our  eye. 

What,  then,  was  the  result  to  which  the  Spea- 
ker had  brought  the  Committee  ?  He  had  stated, 
with  great  force  and  truth,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  the 
House  was  entering  on  a  business  of  most  im- 
portant magnitude,  from  which  they  ought  to 
forbear,  unless  they  could  bring  their  minds,  and 
that  of  the  American  people,  to  the  point  of  a 
persevering  contest  and  trial.  We  are,  said  Mr. 
H..  about  to  attempt  what  has  never  been  effected 
by  any  nation  on  earth  ;  to  compel  Great  Britain 
to  abandon  a  policy  which,  as  the  gentleman  ex- 
pressed him>eir  is  deeply  rooted  in  the  hearts  and 
interests  of  the  people,  who  believe  that  on  it 
greatly  depends  that  maritime  strength  essential 
to  their  national  existence.  The  honorable  Spea- 
ker had  fairly  put  the  House  on  its  guard,  Mr. 
H.  said,  and  told  gentlemen  not  to  vote  for  it, 
unless  they  had  courage  to  persevere  in  it.  It 
would  not  do  to  go  halfway  in  this  system  ;  we 
must  see  it  through — persevere,  or  make  not  the 
attempt. 

This  bill  then  being  the  great  measure  pro- 
posed for  no  less  an  object  than  to  compel  Great 


Britain  to  abandon  a  system  she  believed  essen- 
tial to  her  national  greatness,  the  question  pre- 
senting itself  to  the  Committee  is,  not  whether 
the  object  be  attainable  by  any  means,  but  whe- 
ther the  measure  now  proposed  affords  that 
means.  On  the  Speaker's  own  ground,  if  the 
measure  proposed  was  not  of  a  kind  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect,  it  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tempted ;  if  it  was  likely  to  fail  from  want  of 
courage  to  persevere  in  it,  or  from  its  own  na- 
ture, it  ought  not  to  be  undertaken. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  propose  to  show,  nor 
did  he  mean  to  say  that  the  resolution  of  the 
American  people  might  not  be  found  equal  to  the 
support  of  a  measure  involving  great  privations, 
if  certain  to  answer  a  beneficial  purpose;  but  he 
thought  he  could  show,  be  their  resolution  what 
It  might,  that  the  measure  now  proposed  never 
could  produce  the  desirable  end  sought  by  its 
friends.  The  honorable  Speaker  had  told  the 
House,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  seek  to  produce  an 
effect  on  the  British  Government  by  the  wishes 
of  the  colonies,  because  those  wishes  were  al- 
ready sufficiently  known,  and  if  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  the  islands  w^ere  sufficient,  the  de- 
sired effect  would  be  produced  without  the  inter- 
vention of  any  measure  on  our  part.  The  result 
direct  from  this  proposition  was,  Mr.  H.  said, 
that  any  measure  operating  on  the  colonies  alone 
could  produce  no  effect  ou  the  British  Govern- 
ment; and  that,  therefore,  any  measure  intended 
to  operate  on  the  latter  must  be  addressed  to 
something  else  than  the  feelings  or  interests  of 
those  colonies.  It  was  not  even  sufficient,  the 
Speaker  had  argued,  to  produce  conviction  in  the 
Ministry  of  Great  Britain  ;  since,  so  rooted  in  the 
hearts  and  understandings  of  the  British  people 
was  the  sentiment  that  the  colonial  policy  is 
essential  to  the  maritime  strength  of  the  nation, 
that  not  even  the  Ministry  dared  to  meet  and 
oppose  this  national  leeling.  The  measure  to 
produce  a  remedy,  then,  must,  from  the  Speaker's 
own  showing,  be  addressed  to  the  British  people. 
Do  not  let  us,  said  Mr.  H.,  embarrass  our  strength 
by  a  measure  in  a  wrong  direction,  in  a  remedy 
applied  where  the  disease  is  not  to  be  found. 
Can  the  bill  on  our  table,  then,  I  ask,  have  the 
slightest  effect  to  convince  the  British  people  of 
the  error  of  their  policy  ?  Ou  the  contrary,  if  as 
effectual  as  possibly  could  be  imagined,  it  will 
not  m  any  way  affect  them,  and  will  leave  us  just 
as  far  from  the  desired  end  as  it  finds  us. 

Of  course,  then,  Mr.  H.  said,  after  following 
the  Speaker  to  hi8  conclusion,  and  agreeing  in  all 
his  premises,  he  had  looked  with  anxious  solici- 
tude to  the  application,  by  the  gentleman,  of  bis 
argument,  and  expected  that  he  would  hare 
shown  that  the  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to 
reach  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the  British 
people.  But  when  the  Speaker  had  come  to  his 
conclusion,  it  was  that  the  bill  would  affect  the 
colonies,  but  not  a  syllable  about  its  effect  on  the 
British  people,  on  whom  only  the  gentleman  had 
clearly  shown  its  operation  could  be  of  any  avail. 
The  effect  was  to  be  this — and  doubtful  at  best — 
to  deprive  the  colonies  of  six  millions  of  trade. 
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Wy  ,'J  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  H.  asked, 
J  f^rlhiiig  about  that?  Would  they  not,  if 
JjeliereJ  the  colonial  system  essential  to 
•mariinne  strength,  rather  give  them  the 
ruo  .\/ every  year  iban  touch  tiiat  colonial  policy  ? 
Till  V''  surely  would.  The  proposed  measure, 
thel  Jvhich  would  bear  injuriously  on  our  people 
to  (♦fcji'eree  which  it  was  admitted  would  require 
coiiiie  and  perseverance  to  sustain,  il  it  pro- 
durSTits  gtfatest  possible  effect,  would  have  no 
beaKitf  on  the  true  point,  according  to  the  hon- 
ora!&') Speaker's  own  sbowin°[. 

liji^  was  it  a  fact,  this  policy  being  adopted, 
tha«XM  Briush  West  Indies  would  be  deprived 
of  ijtimpori  and  export  trade  to  the  amount  of 
SIX  A^llions  ]  The  fact  stated  by  the  honorable 
Sp«»p!tr  respecting  the  opening  of  neutral  or  in- 
terri|iliate  ports,  entirely  destroyed  his  i;wu  argu- 
nift^  ^^  tbi»  point.  Admit,  if  you  please,  said 
*'  "'.,  that  the  British  West  India  colonies 
be   deprived    of  this   trade,  I   still   doubt 


wbt^iier  th^t  consequence  would  produce  so 
siro^iA  an  efl^ct  as  totally  to  change  a  sentiment 
tifscjil)ed  as  being  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  the 
]Sru}4t  people,  and  induce  them  to  surrender  a 
sfstMi.^  which  it  has  been  their  pride  and  policy 
to  ij4<iQ'Stin.  under  all  circumstances,  for  a  long 
cOtiA'^of  years. 

MS^H.  said  he  had  thus  briefly  stated  the  re- 
suti'^^  bis  nund  from  the  premises  of  the  honor- 
abit!  if  peakt-r.  If  what  was  necessary  was  what 
tbc  f-'eaker  had  suggested,  the  measure  proposed 
as  t^rfuiedy  would  nut  remove  the  evil,  would  in 
fiCijkiily  operate  to  distress  ourselves. 

htj ^  Clay  rose  in  reply.     He  admitted,  he  said. 
»■'»«=' 8;(ie  genileman  from  Pennsylvania  had  very 
'(and  correctly  noticed  the  weak  point  of  bis 
^ifent.     Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  assumed  as  proven 
^)Oints  which  had  been  maintained  by  other 
fliien,  particularly  by  the  gentleman  from 
""iind.oRe  of  which  was,  that  the  supply  of  the 
con'^i^diiies  obtained  by  the  colonies  from  this 
coiMiry,  could   be    obtained    nowhere  else.     He 


bau4  i^resumel,  also,  that  the   disposition   of  the 

already  favorable  to  a  liberal  and 

tirade.     But  it   might   be   that   the  colonies 
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^t  present  in  favor  of  a  free  trade,  and  yet 
tbe%  /eeiings  not  so  roused,  as  to  produce  effect 
froA  eh  .'ir  remonstrances,  as  they  might  be  ex- 
pet?^  to  be  by  the  passage  of  this  bill.  We  kuow, 
sauf^lr.  C.  that  ttie  colonies  of  all  countries  are 
avt^.t;  from  restrictions  on  commerce,  but  that 
tht^  jj^eneraUy  acquie.v:e  in  tliem.  If  pushed  to 
a  i-i^if-  of  sti%rvaiiun,  however,  in  consequence  of 
thi:J(|olicy,  ihey  would  not  fail  of  producing,  by 
lh^-4  lemoo.N'irances  and  appeals,  an  effect  on  the 
pai<ipf>*  couiwry.  Mr.  C.  taid  his  argument  re- 
spe^,^i4)g  the  value  of  this  trade  to  the  colonies, 
an^:^  cour  e  to  the  parent  country,  was  not  ap- 
pl(3!>le  simply  to  the  value,  but  to  tne  nature 
als;2u^  the  commodities  in  which  that  trade  con- 
susM  t  Although  the  amount  ul  the  trade  might 
be^(Kjnsiderable  in  regard  to  the  whole  amount 
of^di-  tradt-  of  Great  Britain,  if  it  were  ind|j- 
l>^  A<^le,  as  he  thought  had  been  proved,  to  the 
cutilaSes,  the  loss  of  il  might  awaken  such  a  feel- 


ing, first  in  the  colonies,  and,  by  sympathy,  in 
the  mother  country,  as  would  induce  a  relaxation 
of  the  rigor  of  the  British  system.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  therefore,  to  rebut  his 
argument,  must  show,  what  Mr.  C.  believed  him 
unable  to  do,  thai  the  colonies  could  obtain  their 
necessary  supplies  elsewhere. 

One  effect  Mr.  C.  believed  would  flow  from 
this  measure,  in  a  degree  ut  least,  that  Great  Brit- 
ain would  draw,  for  the  supply  of  her  colonies, 
those  products  which  we  have  sent  and  shall  send 
to  other  colonies.  If  this  was  effected,  we  should 
have  achieved  the  great  object  of  securing  to  our 
navigation  the  transportation  of  our  own  products. 

When  up  before,  and  speakingof  the  possibility 
of  Montreal  being  made  a  free  port,  Mr.  C.  said 
he  had  not  adverted  to  the  fact,  that  the  region 
of  the  lakes  did  not  now  in  fact  consume  anyibmg 
worth  taking  into  account  that  comes  from  the 
West  Indies.  The  people  of  that  region  made 
principally  their  own  sugar  and  spirits.  There- 
fore, it  the  position  was  true,  that  a  nation  cannot 
buy  where  it  cannot  sell,  Montreal  could  not  be 
a  substitute  for  our  ports. 

The  great  question  was  the  modus  oper andi  of 
this  bill,  to  use  a  favorite  expression  of  a  metnber 
of  another  body.  Operating  on  the  sympathy 
as  well  as  the  direct  interest  of  the  parent  coua- 
try,  It  would  induce  her  to  relax  her  system. 
Great  Britain  would  find  a  greater  interest  in 
securing  the  amount  of  six  millions  of  trade,  ne- 
cessary to  support  and  cherish  her  colonies,  than 
she  would  gain  merely  on  the  transportation  of 
the  articles  of  which  that  trade  consists.  That 
was  the  question  on  which  the  British  people 
would  be  called  on  to  decide  ;  and  he  believed 
the  effect  of  this  measure  would  be  such  as  to  in- 
duce them  to  decide  in  favor  of  admitting  us  on 
a  footing  of  reciprocity  into  the  West  India  trade. 
If  the  British  Government  did  not  take  this  course. 
It  would  have  to  wink  at  the  formation  of  entre- 
pots, by  which  the  object  proposed  by  the  bill 
would  be  substantially  accooipiished. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  said  he  ought  to  state, 
that,  if  the  bill  were  to  pass,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  introduce  a  further  provision  into  it;  for 
otherwise  the  British  Goverument  might  declare 
Moose  Island  in  the  North  and  Amelia  Island  in 
the  South  to  be  entrepots,  and  thus  evade  our 
measure.s.  Mr.  C.  said  therefore  he  would  pro- 
pose a  limitation  to  particular  latitudes,  so  as  to 
make  the  intermediate  ports,  if  establisticd,  such 
ones  as  should  secure  us  all  the  advantages  we 
might  have  a  right  to  expect  from  them. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia  said,  he  would  ask 
the  honorable  Speaker  one  question  ;  rather  de- 
siring to  ask  It  01  him  now  than  after  be  resumed 
the  Chair:  Whence  came  the  cry  for  this  mea- 
sure 1  From  what  particular  section  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Do  you  not  find  it  (said  he)  in  the  Message 
of  Governor  Smith,  ot  Connecticut,  to  the  Legis- 
lature ;  in  the  Message  of  the  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts; and  in  a  certain  description  of  prints  1 
He  would  not  ask  the  gentleman  whether  it  was 
to  be  found  in  bis  convention  or  not.  II  these 
British  Ministers  would  not  relax  their  policy  at 
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the  peril  of  losing  their  seats,  Mr.  R.  said  they 
would  hardly  relax  it  for  our  relief.  If  the  Eng- 
lish would  lose  six  millions  of  trade  by  this  mea- 
sure, we  should  also  lose  the  market  for  our  horses, 
mules,  stares,  and  lumber;  there  were  two  sides 
to  that  bargain;  and  he  really  thought  it  was  re- 
fining a  little  in  wisdom,  to  suppose  that  these 
English  Ministers,  who  understand  so  well  their 
interest  as  regards  their  places,  as  to  regard  the 
public  sentiment  of  England,  and  not  the  clamor 
of  the  colonies — he  wished  every  minister  always 
understood  the  subject  as  well,  and  every  people 
their  own  interests  as  well — that  they  would  relax, 
to  give  tis  relief.  Suppose  the  British  Govern- 
ment should  not  yield.  Why,  then,  we  are  to  go 
to  South  America,  and  get  these  six  millions  of 
the  articles  we  now  get  from  the  West  Indies. 
Could  we  do  so  ?  Mr.  R.  asked.  Would  the  peo- 
ple of  South  America  take  our  staves,  our  lum- 
ber, our  horses,  our  mules,  and  our  jackasses? 
Should  we  carry  coaLs  to  Newcastle?  How 
should  we  pay  for  these  articles? 

But  the  gentleman  asked,  where  would  the 
British  colonies  get  supplies,  since,  as  he  had  also 
said,  it  had  been  demonstrated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland— Mr.  R.  was  sorry  he  had  lost 
the  benefit  of  that  argument,  for  the  gentleman 
must  have  demonstrated  what  was  undemonstra- 
ble — that  the  colonies  could  not  get  them  but 
from  us.  Why.  Mr.  R.  said,  these  very  South 
American  colonies,  whom  the  gentleman  wished 
so  heartily  to  see  recognised,  could  furnish  these 
very  articles.  And  the  opening  of  them,  so  far 
from  being  the  remedy  to  the  evil  under  which 
we  labor,  would  actually  aggravate  the  disease. 

It  was  very  well  known,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  pre- 
viousto  the  American  Revolution,  these  colonies, 
then  provinces,  had  an  open  trade  with  the  West 
India  colonies,  and  got  a  habit  of  supplying  them, 
which  even  the  American  war  did  not  entirely 
break.  If  that  did  not  entirely  break  it  off,  but 
at  Its  conclusion  the  intercourse  was  renewed  ;  if 
the  islands  could  go  seven  years  without  our  sup- 
plies, did  the  gentlemen  believe  that  they  could 
not  do  without  them  for  any  length  of  time? 
This  idea  of  starving  the  West  Indies— of  bring- 
ing Great  Britain  to  her  marrow-bones,  was  sug- 
gested in  1807  ;— we  had  tried  all  these  things, 
and  our  measures  had  been  whol'y  unavailing  as 
to  their  avowed  object.  After  remarking  on  the 
effect  of  our  measures  heretofore  on  the  colonies, 
Mr.  R.  said,  that  our  system  then,  was  liable  only 
to  the  same  objection  as  the  gentleman's  system 
now.  that  it  produced  directly  the  reverse  of  the 
effect  which  we  wished  it  to  produce. 

We  set  about  starving  England  and  coercing 
her  by  refusing  to  receive  her  manufactures;  we 
found  that  would  not  do.  and  we  have  now  set 
about  raising  manufactures  of  our  own — as  much 
as  to  say,  for  he  was  stating  it  argumentatively. 
that  the  power  of  receiving  British  manufactures 
being  a  great  power,  it  was  the  interest  of  the 
country  to  destroy  that  power.     So  it  was  now 

firoposed  to  act  in  regard  to  the  colonies.     The 
act  was,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress a  combioatioQ  of  interests  in  this  House — 


not  speaking  disrespectfully  of  ihem  therefor; 
for  in  bodies  politic  they  will  continue — male 
and  female  created  he  them;  ihey  will  unite — 
you  cannot  keep  them  asunder — a  combination  of 
interests  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  had  given 
the  heaviest  blow  which  has  yet  been  inflicted 
on  the  navigation,  of  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  spoken  to-day,  and  which  he  was  con- 
vinced It  was  the  interest  of  the  United  States, 
in  one  point  of  view,  to  foster  and  encourage. 
But  gentlemen  in  a  certain  quarter  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  R.  said,  had  done  all  they  could  to  convert 
the  trident  into  the  distaff,  and  now  called  upon 
the  House  to  pay  the  cost  of  converting  their 
spindles  into  new  tridents. 

In  his  humble  judgment,  he  said,  there  was  but 
one    view  of  this  question  in  which  we   have  a 
serious  interest.     He  could  not  look  at  it  without 
goiu]^  tack   to  our  former  system  of  commercial 
restriction,  which  had  ended,  as  selfishness  and  ill- 
neighborhood  generally  does,  in  a  fight.     In  that 
too  this  system   would  end.  provided  it  bad  the 
effect  the  gentleman  had  anticipated  from  it — for, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  wished  it  to  be   understood  that 
he  grounded  his  arguments  on  the  eflScacy  of  that 
which  he  believed  would  prove  utterly  inefficient 
and   futile.     Knowing  what  I  do,  said   Mr.  R. — 
little  enough  God  knows,  but  enough  for  this — I 
look  forward  to  the  day  when  we  are  to  have  the 
great  struggle  with  Great  Britain  for  the  mastery 
of  the  seas;   to  which,  as   to  length  of  duration 
and  bloodiness,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  great  contest  be- 
tween the  naval  forces  of  England  and  of  Holland 
in  former  days  was  but  a  skirmish.     If  the  object 
was  to  encourage  this  contest,  to  hasten  the  strug- 
gle, by  making  regulations  to  get  us  all  tl.e  sea- 
men in  the  world,  and  raise  as  many  of  our  own 
as  we  could,  in  one  view  ol'  the  subject  this  mea- 
sure ought  to  be  adopted.     But,  supposing  it  could 
reach  the  mark,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  give   his  assent   to  the    bill.     This  was  one  of 
those  instances  ia  which  theory  did  not  prove  in 
practice  what  was  expected   from    il.     Not  that 
he  denied,  that  if  this  country  was  to  be  defended 
against  a  great  maritime  Power,  it  must  be  by  a 
fleet — on    that    point    he    had    not    the   slightest 
doubt ;  but  his  own  opinion  was,  that  it  would  be 
as  well  for  the  present  to  count,  and  ntJt  only  to 
co'int  but  to  pay  the  cost,  of  the  last  contest  be- 
fore we  courted  another.     Not  that  he  believed 
that  would  be  done.     1  was  once  visionary  enough 
to  believe,  said    he.  and  the  progress  of  the  pay- 
ment justified  it,  that  we  were  about  to  present  to 
the  world  the  spectacle  of  a  nation,  having  funded 
lis  debt,  that  paid  it — but  no  such  good  luck  for 
us.     Unfashionable  as  it  had  become,  denounced 
(or   renounced,  should  he   say?)  by  its  old   sup- 
porters,   and    certainly    not    taken    up  by   those, 
in  this  particular  instance,  who  once  opposed  it, 
Mr.  R.  said  he  was  still  for  the  doctrine  of  re- 
trenchment, of  economy,  taking  the  hand  of  this 
Government  out  of  the  pocket  and  off  the  person 
of  the  citizen  wherever  it  can  be  done — off  the 
person,  he  said,  for  the  effect  of  putting  the  hand 
in  the  pocket  is  to  put  it  on  the  person — he  said 
off  the  person,  especially,  in  respect  to  this  system 
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It.    If.  ia- 


oui'here  l^  no  mode  by  which  you  can  command    character  of  the  Britis 

tSierriceof  a  number  of  seamen   sufficient  to    British  nation,  which 

mjia  resj^ectable    force,   but    by  impressment,    take  a  share^of  that  t 


p;Artiu 


o''Wtt  maritime  force;  for,  .said  he.  you  may  have    advised  against  attempts  to  counteract 
1    le  seamen  in  the  world,  and  let  war  break  !  deed,  it  were  true  that  there  was  sornething  in  the 

!''  •    •         ■      ■        J    -k-»-"-to.  of  the  British  colonial  policy,  or  of  the 

made   it  wise  to  submit  to 
rade  under  the  restrictions 
_he  thought  fit  to  impose,  and  not  attempt  to  make 
it  her  interest  to  adopt  a  more  liberal  policy,  the 
objections  were   founded  in  reason.     But,  if  this 
principle  were  once  admitted,  he  knew  not  where 
to  fix  a  limit  to  it.     If  she  might,  under  this  argu- 
ment, without  counteraction,  prohibit  our  navi- 
uppcrt.     I  will  trouble  the  Com-  I  gation  to  her  West   India  possessions,  why  not 
ie  no  1  neer  also  to  those  of  the  East  ?     And  why  not  to  any 

J.  Smith  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks  1  of  her  dominions  io  Europe  or  elsewhere  ?    Sup- 
ow  tUl  the  extension   of  our   navigation,  |  pose  France,  instead  of  England,  were  concerned 

in  this  question,  and  that  tne  prohibition  was  ot 
our  navigation  to  her  Mediterranean  ports  :  Is 
there  a  man  who  would  say  that  we  ought  to 
consent  that  French  vessels  should  bring  to  us 
the  produce  of  the  French  coast  on  the  Mediter- 
our   seamen,  and  keep    ranean,  and  receive  our  productions  in  return, 

I  whilst  American  vessels  were  excluded  from  any 


we  .go  into  the  system  of  bounties  and 
ras,  ^  lime  of  war,  of  bidding  for  seamen 
•rice  which  will  command  them,  when  neu- 
^ations  are  giving  the  highest  prices,  we  go 
H  systefn  that  this  country,  great  as  it  is  des- 
!►  to  be,"even  under  the  grossest  mismanage- 
cannot 


ularly  under  the  regulations  proposed  in 
.  d  to  tbe  prop|rtion  of  American  seamen  to 
irried  by  our  vessels  in  foreign  trade,  would 

nly  lend,  as  Mr.  Robertbon  had  desired 
proved,  to  strengthen  our  maritime   force, 


ase  the   number  of 
in  our  own  service. 


Coinraittee  then  rose,  reported  progress. 


obtained  leave 


to  sit  again. 


lw.£e,  and   con 

Vli:^oleon  tbe  b 

JS^r.  Sharh, 


jl^  Saturday,  February  1. 

«lir.  MiDDLETON,  from  the  committee  appointed 
o:|  Jhe    peution   of   William    Smith,   senior,   of  j 
Cli#rlesion,  South  Carolina,  made  a  report,  which  j 
Wf  i  read  ;  when,  Mr.  M.  reported  a  bill  for  the  i 
rt#^-f  of  VViUiam  Smith,  senior,  which  was  read  j 
and    committed   to  the  Committee  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson, 
from  the   Committee  on  Private 
Ld^id  Claims,  reported   a   bill  for   the   relief  of 
Sifr^uel  H.  Harper ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
c^sraitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

*the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''  to  provide  for  the 
^y{ execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
tk^tjiin  the  State  of  Indiana,"  was  read  twice, 
uri referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
.  flf  he  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  enable  the  people 
1)5  ;he  western  part  of  the  Mi.ssissippi  Territory 
fi|>orm  a  constitution  and  State  government; 
^ij  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
'Cjiu'on  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original 
jSlJ^tes ;"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
i^i|nraitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  of  this  House 
i^^he  same  title. 


COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 


'^.'he  H«use  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
;\|'^ole  oij  ihf  bill  "to  prohibit  all  commercial 
jiiitf rcourse  with  ports  or  places  into  or  with 
'Vtl|:ch  thy  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  not 
Jotii^narily:  permitted  to  enter  and  trade."  Mr. 
HilaaYTH's  motion,  to  substitute  high  duties  in 
"l^^y  of  the  measure  contemplated  by  the  bill, 
l^'Aig  still  under  consideration — 

Jklr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  to  ex- 

*is  his  views  of  the  subject.     His  preliminary 

(ervatiuns   escaped    the    reporter ;  they   were, 

j^j^ever,  principally  descriptive  of  the  policy  of 

»|ieal  Britain  in   regard   to  b^r  West  India  colo- 

and  replicatory  to  those  who  had  in  debate 


1*' 


!  participation  in  the  trade  ?  He  presumed  not  ; 
I  and  yet  he  saw  no  substantial  difiference  between 
j  the  case  supposed  and  that  which  already  exists, 
I  and  to  which  this  bill  has  reference.  On  general 
I  principles,  Mr.  L.  took  it  for  granted,  that  whe- 
ther we  do  or  not  counteract  this  policy  of  Great 
I  Britain,  was  a  question  of  expediency  merely.  It 
seemed  proper  to  him  that  some  countervailing 
1  measure  should  be  adopted,  to  induce  Great  Brit- 
:  ain  to  admit  us  to  a  participation  in  the  naviga- 
'  lion  to  her  West  India  colonies,  whilst  she  ad- 
!  raits  us  10  a  participation  in  that  trade. 
'  It  had  been  said  thai  there  was  something  in 
1  her  navigation  system  to  which  the  Government 
'  of  England  was  so  attached — that  it  was  so  fixed 
j  in  the  affections  of  the  people  and  in  ihe  princi- 
I  pies  of  the  Government,  that,  however  injurious 
ihe  system  to  us.  we  ought  not  to  enter  into  a 
contest  to  obtain  its  relaxation.  Although  Mr. 
L.  did  not  undertake  to  say  that  we  should  work 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  England  by  either  the 
bill  or  the  substitute  before  the  Committee,  he 
could  not  concur  id  the  views  which  had  been 
expressed  in  relation  to  the  navigation  system, 
and  he  believed  gentlemen  were  wrong  in  attrib- 
uting to  il  that  almost  superstitious  veneration 
said  to  be  entertained  for  il  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. He  did  nol  believe,  he  said,  that  the 
Government  would  find  any  difficulty  in  relaxing 
its  policy,  if  It  were  made  its  apparent  interest  to 
do  so.  He  formed  his  opinion  less  from  what  he 
had  heard  of  the  disposition  of  the  people  or  of 
the  Government,  than  from  what  he  found  on 
iheir  statute  book.  If,  on  exarainaiion,  it  were 
found  that,  in  order  to  secure  articles  of  ihe  first 
necessity,  the  most  important  principles  of  that 
system  had  been  occasionally  abandoned  or 
changed,  and  that  recently  ;  if  gentlemen  could 
not  show  something  connected  with  the  state  of 
this  country,  some  difficulty  nol  yet  referred  to, 
which  will  lead  them  to  refuse  lo  u»  what  they 
have  yielded  to  others,  this  objection  to  our  act- 


ng  on  the  subject  might  be  completely  answered. 
Mr.  L.  proceeded  to  cite  instances  of  her  relaxa- 
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lion  of  her  navigation  and  colonial  syst«m  from  f  referred  ;  not  that  of  inflicting  local  distress  in 

hpr  >itatiirp   Knnt  tk.-    ._i i,     ._ i l       ,        t^'-   •   .     --. 


her  statute  book. 

By  an  act  of  1806,  he  said,  many  articles,  and 
among  them  live  stock,  might  be  imported  into 
the  British  West  Indies  from  any  country  in 
America  but  the  United  States,  in  the  vessels  of 
such  country. 

By  the  act  of  1807,  masts,  timber,  flax,  hemp, 
and  many  articles  of  naval  eijuipments.  might  be 
imported  into  England  in  any  vessels,  although 
not  of  the  country  of  which  such  articles  are  the 
produce. 

As  to  the  general  attachment  of  the  British 
Government  to  this  system,  the  admission  of  im 


the  islands,  to  which  the  British  Qovernment 
would  be  indifferent;  but,  as  ttie  establishmeou 
in  these  islands  were  connected  with  others  in 
the  mother  country,  where  indeed  many  of  the 
proprietors  resided,  the  result  of  the  measure 
would  be,  Mr.  L.  firmly  believed,  to  produce  such 
an  impression  altogether  as  to  require  the  British 
Government  lo  relax  its  system,  in  one  instance, 
as  it  already  had  done  in  others,  to  secure  a  gen- 
eral benefit.  Grant  that  one  of  the  islands  should 
substitute  the  culture  of  maize  for  that  of  sugar, 
the  effect  would  be.  not  merely  a  loss  on  the  rev- 
enue to  the  West   India   planter,  and  to  the  pro- 


portaiion    of  certain  articles  from    every    other  i  prieior  in  England,  but  also  to  the  curamerce  of 


r "--  --  w^.    --....         wimi^rtv^         «av/(ia  V-^IJ  Wblltl 

Power  but  the  United  Slates,  was  no  evidence  of 
the  mere  attachment  of  the  British  people  or 
Government  to  the  navigation  law.  It  was  be- 
cause she  found  that  certain  articles  she  could 
procure  in  her  own  vessels,  others  she  could  not. 
that  she  submitted  to  the  principle  of  reciprocity 
in  some  instances,  and  consented  to  receive  in 
the  vessels  of  other  nations  what  she  could  not 
get  in  sufficient  quantity,  or  could  not  get  at  all, 
in  her  own.  Mr.  L.  said  he  believed,  too,  though 
he  had  not  seen  the  law.  or  a  quotation  from  it, 
that  she  had  relaxed  her  system  in  another  par- 
ticular. Bermuda  had  been  declared  a  free  port, 
and  had  been  so  declared  in  anticipation  of  some 
such  measure  as  that  now  under  consideration. 
This  proved  that  Great  Britain  could,  upon  oc 


Ihe  mother  country,  dec;  and  in  thus  attempting 
to  deprive  her  neighbor  of  her  fair  claim  to  a 
share  in  a  trade  reciprocally  advantageous,  the 
British  nation  would  injure  its  own  navigation. 
This  reasoning  would  show,  that,  if  Great  Bri- 
tain would  relax,  for  particular  reasons,  as  he  had 
shown  she  had  done  heretofore,  this  measure 
would  furnish  a  strong  inducement  to  her  to  do 
so,  io  this  instance,  without  attributing  to  it  co- 
ercive effects.  In  this  latter  effect  of  the  bill, 
however.  Mr.  L.  expressed  no  great  confidence. 
He  did  not  know,  he  said,  but  that  the  disadvan- 
tage which  would  result  to  British  navigation, 
from  the  employment  which  an  addition  lo  our 
navigation  (by  a  relaxation  of  her  policy)  would 
give  to  2,500  American  seamen,  might  not  be 


- I — ^- ...-.  v^.iBv  ^..la.ii  ..wuiu.  ujuju  uc-    givt  lu  c.o\j\j  /vraerican  seamen,  migtit  not  be 

ca.>iou   relax  her  system  ;  though,   if  the  House  I  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  refuse  to  throw  open 
decided  to  be  contfot  with  the  little  modicum  of!  the  ports  of  colonies,  important  as  the  measure 

trade  nniv  rarr\f^A  nn  muh  iKa  R.-;f,.,U  /.,,l^r,;«>    .-      ;-k.  i ...    .1 tt       •    1  . 


trade  now  carried  on  with  the  British  colonies,  in 
the  vessels  of  that  country,  and  to  refrain  from 
acting  on  the  subject,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
but  that  Government  would  show  a  consistency 
in  maintaining,  in  relation  to  us,  the  same  sys- 
tem which  no  other  nation  admits,  and  which  1  urr  uu  me  pan  01  ini 
applies  to  us  because  we  alone   are   willing    to  '  taken  to  counteract  il  ? 

submit  to  It.  i         M »f-    T      -_:j     _l 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (.Mr.  Hop- 
KIN8ON)  seemed  to  suppose,  not  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  that  Government  lo  relax  its  sys- 
tem, but  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  coerce 
the  Government  to  admit  us  to  a  participation  in 
this  navigation.  The  ground  taken  by  the  gen- 
tleman was,  that  the  attachment  of  the  British 
Government  to  the  navigation  law  was  so  much 
stronger  than  its  attachment  to  the  colonies,  that, 
if  the  effect  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  were  never 
so  great,  its  greatest  effect  could  nol  shake  that 
Government  and  people  from  a  system  to  which 
they  are  deeply  attached.  The  facts.  Mr.  L.  said, 
which  he  had  already  stated,  in  regard  to  relax- 
ations of  the  navigation  system,  furnished  a  com- 
plete answer  to  this  argument  of  the  blind  adhe- 
rence of  the  British  Government  to  its  navigation 
system. 

Could  any  one  examine  the  situation  of  the 
West  India  islands,  without  being  satisfied  that 
the  effect  of  cutting  them  off  from  their  ordinary 
supplies,  must  be  to  injure  the  prosperity  of  the 
mother  State,  and  impair  its  commerce  and  nav- 
igation ?  The  operation  of  the  measure  embraced 
in  this  bill  was  not  that  to  which  the  gentleman 
Utii  Con.  2d  Stss.— 27 


might  be  to  them.  He  did  not  say  such  would 
be  the  result;  but  surely,  if  the  motive  of  the 
present  policy  of  Great  Britain  was  to  be  found 
in  the  watchful  jealousy  of  a  rival  Power,  did  it 
not  furnish  a  strung  argument  why  every  meas- 
ure on  the  part  of  this  Government  shoald  be 
.  jnteract  il? 
Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  whether  the  effect  of  a  resort 
to  the  measure  before  the  House  should  be  to 
induce  Great  Britain  to  abandon  her  policy;  or 
whether,  as  all  appeared  tu  suppose,  to  make  that 
trade  a  circuitous  one,  in  either  view  did  it  not 
hold  out  sufficient  inducement  to  us  to  adopt,  even 
though  it  might  involve  some  little  sacrifice  of 
other  interests  1  For  himself,  he  said,  he  did 
not  believe,  however,  that  from  either  of  ihe  sys- 
tems proposed,  the  injury  to  those  interests  would 
be  anything  like  that  which  genileuien  on  ihe 
one  hand  appeared  to  have  supposed,  and  on  the 
other  to  have  admitted. 

But.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  should  not  vote  for  either 
of  the  bills  before  the  Committee,  if  only  intend- 
ed to  produce  a  relaxation  in  the  Bnti.-h  system. 
He  diicrimioated  between  the  measure  embraced 
in  either  of  these  bills,  and  those  measures  to 
which  gentlemen  had  appeared  lo  assimilate  it. 
In  doing  su,  he  said  he  should  vote  for  ihis  mea- 
sure, not  merely  on  account  of  the  tendency  it 
miglit  have  to  produce  a  relaxation  of  the  British 
colonial  policy,  but  because  it  must,  operate  as  it 
Will,  produce  a  state  of  things  greatly  preferable 
to  that  which  now  exists.  If  indeed  he  were  con- 
fident that  this  bill  would  not  produce  an  abaa- 
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d.^"neDi  of  the  policy  it  proposes  to  counteract, 
;  tJfiould  vote  for  it.  on  account  of  the  partiiion 

oJfT.fivigatiyn  with  England  which  it  would  effect, 
■  b|  fciakiosj  the  trade  with  the  colonies  circuitous. 

^irTL.  waii  anxious   that  the  bill,  or  the  amend- 


ComvMrcial  Intercourse. 
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tides  of  necessity  we  do.  and  seeing  the  indus- 
trious efforts  of  the  British  Government  to  obtain 
them  from  every  other  country,  we  ought  longer 
to  yield  to  it  now. 

In  opposition  to  the  argument  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  drav/n  from  its  effecting  a  partiiion  of 
the   navigation  with  Great  Britain  in   the  trade 
t.etween    this  country  and   her  colonies,  he  had 
scarce    heard    any    objection.     Some  gentlemen 
s,i,-'n  to  the  amendment,  that  tbedul.es >would  fall    seemed  to  think  that  the  effect  would  be  merely 
01    *he  consumers,  at  the  first  appearance  of  this    to  divert  the  cour.se  of  trade,  and  promote  the 
dt  rine  it  was  some  answer  to  say,  that,  whilst  |  growth  of  the  English   Northern    colonies, 


n4'*t  proposed  to  it,  one  or  the  other,  should  pass 
iil(|a  law  J  but  he  did  not  see  an  assignable  rea- 
su  ivwhy  one  of  them  was  preferable  to  the  other. 
Jr  ;|o  the  ajgument  used  by  the  Speaker,  in  oppo- 

'_   .„  .1.  .._«r.«>.^>v>ant     iKot   tltarliilioc  'nrrtlilH  fall 


o    ^ne  DQijiion  of  the  products  interchanged  we  I  that  it  would  not  lead  to  a  free  trade;  to  which 


and 


idea  the  establishment  of  a  free  port  gave  an  air 
of  probability.  But  Mr.  L.  had  no  apprehension 
of  It.'  The  policy  of  the  mother  country  as  to  the 
colonies  Was  matured  and  settled:  whatever  en- 
couragement could  be  given  to  her  North  Amer- 
ican colonies  in  this  respect,  without  great  hazard, 
had  been  already  given  ;  and  everything  had  been 
already  drawn  from  that  quarter  for  the  supply 
of  the  West  Indies,  that  could  be,  except  at  such 
a  price  as  would  destroy  cultivation  in  the  Wesi 
Indies.  They  had  already  been  so  much  Jostered, 
that  It  was   not  probable  that  greater  encour.ge- 

uiiir-.     uaiici-      11  1. 1^     vv.ii..^v.v- ment  could   be  given  them.     Mr.  L.  said  he  was 

i  Xd^'lMT^J-fo'erkValUhe  irtide^imp^^^^^  i  not  sure  that  it  entered  into  the  national  policy 

*»'-    .  •■  -L — 11--  —  II I  of  England  to  encourage  the  growth  ol  our  INorih- 

ern  frontier  in  preference  to  that  of  our  Southern, 
which  would  be  the  effect  of  forcing  the  colonies 


afeiihe  consumers,  of  the  other  we  are  the  pro- 
d   ciers.     If  the   principles  were  true,  which  Mr. 

y  x\  whic^  we  consume  would  fall  wholly  on  us, 
f  e  dunes  Son  the  other  portion  would  fall  wholly 
f  I'lhe  W«^st  India  colonies.  But  Mr.  L.  did  not 
a  ji^ait,  that  the  duties  proposed  would,  in  any 
1,  »terial  ':iegree.  fall  on  the  consumer;  since  it 
iiii<st  be  rvident,  as  he  demonstrated,  that  the 
jjijce  of  iHe  articles  heretofore  imported  from  the 
ijr.lish  V^est  Indies,  in  our  market,  must  be  reg- 
jSj(ted  by^he  price  at  which  we  can  import  them 
<  cin  othe*  quarters.     If  they  continued  to  be  im 


J  ,)t  the  ct.-nsuraer,  would  pay  the  additional  dutv. 
,fcase  Hjighl  be  imagined,  in  which  ihey  could 
Of.  afforci  to  sell,  nor  we  to  purchase;  in  which 
iie  the  trade  would  be  stopped  altogether.  The 
Hides  imported  from  the  islands  must  be  sold, 
(jk  at  tiie  price  which  their  merchants  could 
^ord,  but,  in  consequence  of  their  competition 
■•^h  irriports  of  the  same  articles  from  other 
garters,  at  the  same  price,  after  the  additional 
i"ty  should  be  imposed,  at  which  they  had  sold 
4'ore.  But,  in  relation  to  the  duty  on  exporta- 
hId,  and  all  the  charges  of  it,  it  must  fall,  in  a 
(Vy  considerable  degree,  on  the  consumers:  it 
i^isl  do.'  because  they  purchase  from  us  what 
tifey  caijhoi  procure  anywhere  else  on  the  same 
evms — jrticles  of  absolute  necessity.  Where 
«)reat  Britain  can  get  them  from  other  Powers, 
t'e  does  already  ;  heavy  dunes  beinc;  now  laid  on 
tjose  articles  imported  from  the  United  States. 
ji)on  the  whole  view  of  the  operation  of  the 
(Joposed  additional  duties,  it  was  evident,  Mr. 
A  said,  |hat  the  cost  of  transportation  and  the 
•lities  w4>uld  fall  principally  on  the  West  India 
;iilonies.'. 

jMr.  Lj  confessed,  however,  what  independently 
}i  the  considerations  of  interest  which  he  had 
ifged — 4partfrom  every  view  of  detail — he  found 

(-  eat  di<|iculty  m  reconciling  to  his  judgment  the 
rryingjon,  without  even  an  attempt  tocounter- 
•^ifX  it.  0,,  a  trade  which  served  exclusively  the 
Lilicy  of  another  Power.  If  Great  Britain  had 
ilidared'that  there  should  be  no  trade  between 
and  her  colonies,  it  would  have  been  proper  to 
brail  to  it.  But  to  admit  it  to  be  carried  on  in 
,  _jch  ships  only  as  she  pleases,  to  obtain  for  her 
Jl  the  ailvantages  of  the  most  restrictive  monop- 
-f  y,  micjit  not  a  case  occur  in  which  it  would  not 
pr  to  yield  to  this  policy  ?  It  would  be 
;to  persuade  him  that,  furoishing  the  ar- 


1^1  »ii«.  ti^j » 

--y,  micjit 

le   proper 
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to  obtain  their  supplies,  as  far  as  practicable, 
through  the  St.  Lawrence.  On  the  conirary.  he 
believed  she  had  more  to  fear  from  the  augmen- 
tation of  our  strength  in  that  quarter  than  any 
other;  and  that  anything  like  a  n;ival  force  ou 
the  Lakes  would  be  regarded  by  her  with  at  least 
as  much  alarm  as  on  the  Atlantic.  He  did  not 
believe  they  could  draw  greater  supplies  than  they 
now  CO  from  the  Northern  provinces;  but.  if  it 
were  otherwise,  it  was  not  the  policy  of  tiie  Brit- 
ish Government  to  add  to  our  strength  on  the 
Lakes,  even  by  weakening  it  on  the  Atlantic. 

In  every  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  L.  was  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  in  one  or  the  other 
of  the  forms  offered  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HoPKi.NSON  said,  that  the  gentleman  had 
mistaken  him  when  he  had  supposed  him  to  have 
said  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  induce  the  British  Government  to  aban- 
don its  policy  in  excluding  us  from  a  pariicipa- 
tion  in  the  trade  with  its  colonies.  That,  Mr.  H. 
said,  was  not  the  question  before  the  Committee, 
and.  when  the  House  lud  honored  him  with  iht-ir 
attention,  it  had  been  his  endeavor  to  confine 
himself  to  the  question.  He  indulged  lu  no  spec- 
ulative opinions.  The  inquiry  was,  solely,  whe- 
ther the  measure  before  the  Committee  would 
have  that  effect.  The  cour.se  of  my  argument, 
said  Mr.  H.  was  this:  I  placed  my>elf  on  the  pre- 
mises of  the  Speaker — 1  assumed  his  portion,  and 
used  his  redoubts.  Agreeing  with  him  in  his 
premises.  I  thought  upon  his  own  grounds  a  suffi- 
cient answer  could  be  given  to  the  honorable 
Speaker.  The  ground  assumed  by  the  Speaker 
was,  that  the  navigation  system  was  the  first  ob- 
ject of  the  British  national  policy  ;  that  her  pros- 
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perity  and  the  coniinuance  of  her  power  was 
considered  so  intimately  connected  with  it,  that  it 
was  the  corner-stone  of  her  strength,  the  feeder 
ot  the  lamp  of  her  national  glory.  The  question 
wa*",  whether  either  of  the  measures  before  the 
House  was  of  a  nature  likely  to  reach  the  subject. 
The  gentleman  had  said  that  any  feeling  ot  the 
colonies  was  beside  the  mark  ;  that  the  British 
Ministry  would  not  dare  to  move  a  stone  of  this 
edifice  till  the  public  will  should  demand  it.  As- 
suming those  grounds,  .Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  en- 
deavored to  show  the  House  that  a  measure  di- 
rected against  a  small  amount  of  colonial  trade 
would  not  overcome  such  towering  obstacles;  that, 
when  you  desire  to  remove  a  mountain,  you  should 
Dot  apply  your  force  to  a  molehill ;  that  when  a 
great  policy  is  to  be  changed,  it  is  idle  to  begin  at 
the  little  West  India  trade. 

Thus  much  in  explanation.  But,  whilst  up,  he 
would  turn  his  attention  to  the  argument  ot  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  He  knew,  he 
said,  that  when  he  attacked  the  arguments  of  that 
gentleman,  he  was  in  danger  of  falling  into  error 
himself.  On  the  present  occasion,  however,  he 
thought  the  gentleman  was  himself  in  error.  The 
ground  ui  the  Speaker  was,  that  the  navigation 
(not  the  colonial)  system  of  Great  Britain  was 
one  in  rtspect  to  which  the  nation  was  more  at- 
tached than  to  any  part  of  their  policy  ;  that  it  was 
rooted  m  the  national  heart — and  drew  the  coo- 
clusiun,  that  to  eflect  a  change  in  a  sentiment  so 
deeply  rooted,  we  ought  to  attack  tiie  nation  at 
itsexiremities  !  Now,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  to  ^how  that  the  Speaker's  premises 
were  unfounded,  and  that  the  British  nation  was 
not  so  superstiiiously  attached  to  the  system  as  the 
Speaker  had  supposed,  brought  forward  instances 
ID  which  she  relaxed  from  the  rigor  of  her  system. 
If,  said  Mr.  H.,  1  understand  the  gentleman's  in- 
stances, they  prove  directly  the  reverse  of  the 
infert-nce  he  wished  to  draw  from  them,  and  sus- 
tain more  firmly  the  position  occupied  by  the 
Speaker  and  myself.  Our  position  is,  that  the 
navigation  system  is  the  darling  of  the  British 
nation:  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
speaks  of  ihe  colonial  system,  and  blends  them 
together  as  if  they  were  one  and  the  same.  But 
they  are  not.  The  colonial  system,  Mr.  H.  said, 
in  the  instances  referred  to,  had  been  made  to 
yield — to  what  ?  To  the  navigation  system,  to 
which  commerce  was  made  subordinate.  Strictly 
speaking,  on  the  colonial  system,  the  British  Gov- 
ernment would  insist  on  the  produce  of  its  colo- 
nies being  carried  first  to  England ;  but  they  per- 
mitted It  to  come  direct  to  this  country  ;  and  here 
was  a  relaxation  of  the  colonial  policy.  How 
did  they  permit  it  to  come  here  ?  In  British  ves- 
sels, navigated  by  British  seamen.  This  went  to 
show  that  the  colonial  and  every  other  interest 
was  made  to  bend  to  the  production  of  ships  and 
seamen.  By  permitting  their  produce  to  be 
brought  here  directly,  and  confining  their  trade 
to  their  own  vessels,  they  extended  their  shipping, 
and  increased  their  seamen  ;  and  that  being  their 
policy,  ihis  exception,  as  it  was  called,  proved  the 
rule  ;  the  commercial  part  of  the  colonial  system 


was  made  to  yield  to  the  navigation  system. 
But  the  House  had  been  told  that  in  1807  aa 
act  had  been  passed  by  the  British  ParliamenC 
permitting  articles  of  a  certain  description  to  be 
imported  into  England  in  other  vessels  thao 
those  of  the  country  producing  them.  If  we  did 
not  look  at  the  articles,  said  Mr.  H..  this  would 
be  a  good  argument ;  but  look  at  the  articles,  and 
it  goes  to  strengthen  our  ground.  They  were, 
he  said,  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  (maslt, 
lumber,  liemp,  cordage,  dec.)  things  essemial  to 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  Navy. 
When,  therefore.  Great  Britain  had  relaxed  one 
part  of  her  navigation  system,  it  was  to  favor 
another;  when  she  had  given  away  sometliing, 
it  was  to  get  something  more.  This  instance, 
also  mentioned  as  an  excepiion,  was  a  sacrifice  of 
the  interests  of  commerce  to  those  of  navigation. 
She  had  given  on  one  hand,  to  make  more  on 
the  other.  The  other  instances,  also,  Mr.  H.  con- 
tended, went  to  sustain  his  argument.  Was  there 
any  instance,  he  asked,  in  winch  this  system  had 
been  relaxed,  except  in  relation  to  itself;  except 
where  some  small  advantage  had  been  surren- 
dered tu  gain  a  greater  another  way  ?  Was  there 
any  instance  in  which  the  navigation  system 
had  been  made  materially  to  bend  to  commerce? 
He  believed  not. 

Do  we  not  deceive  ourselves,  said  Mr.  H.,  ia 
regard  to  the  strength  of  this  necessity  on  which 
we  rely  ?  The  argument  is,  that  Great  Britain 
is  dependent  on  us  for  articles  of  the  first  neces- 
sity. I  know,  sir,  that  this  was  a  theory  very 
much  cherished  some  time  ago  amongst  us. 
But,  however  convenient  the  trade  of  thi-<  coun- 
try in  that  respect  to  the  West  India  islands,  since 
they  might  obiain  certain  articles  here  b  Iter, 
fruiii  our  proxiinily,  than  any  where  else ;  to  say 
that  they  are  wholly  dependent  on  us  tor  arti- 
cles of  the  first  necessity  was,  he  said,  in  the 
face  of  the  experience  of  the  last  ten  years.  We 
had  set  out  on  the  starving  system  with  a  great 
deal  of  courage,  but  not  with  niucli  success.  Our 
measures  migiil,  for  the  time,  have  raised  the 
prices  of  the  articles  they  used  to  get  from  us, 
and  of  their  production  to  us;  but  it  had  been 
proved  that  the  necessity  for  our  supplies  was 
not  indispensable.  He  had  heard  of  uo  individ- 
ual starved  ttiere,  or  any  great  evil  liie  people  in 
the  Islands  had  sustained  ;  and  yet,  that  we  had 
prohibitory  laws  as  strict  as  we  ever  could  have, 
no  onj  would  deny.  The  result  is,  said  he,  in 
conclusion,  that  your  laws  of  this  description  can- 
not be  executed  ;  or,  if  executed,  that  ttiey  cannot 
produce  the  effect  calculated  on  from  them.  The 
VVest  Indies  were  either  furnished  without  our 
supplies,  or  our  supplies  reached  them  in  spite  of 
all  we  could  do. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  substitute  for  the  bill,  proposed  by  Mr. 
FoRsvTH,  and  negatived — ayes  30. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  renewed  his  molioa 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said,  if  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  was  opposed  to  acting  on  this  sut>- 
ject,  he  thought  u  would  be  belter  not  to  express 
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t^jdisposraon  in  the  form  now  proposed.  A 
T^Ttooemejit  oF^the  subject  might  produce  a 
SfJ^ent  in^iiression.  It  would  be  extremely  un- 
fojinate,  Jlr.  C.  remarked,  if  we  should  say  at 
(^U  to  Gr^at  BritaiQ.  by  the  rejection  of  this 
'55  that  Wf  mean   to  acquiesce  m  her  policy  in 

'iM\.  Jaci;30N  said,  that  the  decision  ot  this 
qpTiion  wuuld  be  by  no  means  decisive  in  re- 
ai»4io  the  disposition  of  the  House  to  resist  the 
5cM5h   syitera.     It   might  so   happen,  that 


the 
oulii  iail  in  consequence  of  a  difl'erence  of 
on   be.ween   the  two  systems  of  duties  or 
,.,  jsion  ;:ihat  a  majority  of  the  House   may 
^lur  in  »he  general  sentiment  in  favor  of  some 
]M»jision.  but   that  they  may  not  unite  in  opin- 


If  the 


♦ofc-as  to  ^he   nature  of  that   provision 
iifndmei't  now  proposed  should  prevail,  it  would 
l,A  <ompeirnt  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
^^^^iw  in  v'he  House  his  proposition,  and  then  the 
.i)le  subject  might  be   postponed  indefinitely, 
^he  neit  session  it  might  be  more  deliberately 
tAj-n   up,  and  this  or  some  other  course  be  pur- 
N*  <$i.     Ai   to  guarding   against  Great    Britain's 
.11  ii4erstanidingof  our  opinion  on  this  subject,  said 
•K  A  appbehend  it  would   be  labor  in  vain  :  that 
2  e-will  ;^s  well  understand  the  difficulty  of  our 
u  '.islatioa    in  consequence  of   the  diversity  of 
3i^jion.  if  the  bill  be  postponed,  as  if  it  be  re- 
•j,  Jed.     • 
■  Jlr.  SipiTH.  of  Maryland,  wished   the   genile- 
i  Jo  to  permit  the  bill  to  pass  to  the  House.    Mr. 
J  .added" a  few  words  respecting  our  exports  to 
.   ecolonjies.  If  the  bill  passed,  the  colonies  would 
•  .tcomp^lled,  absolutely,  to  get  their  naval  stores 
j  ijm  us,  and  the  navigation  employed  in  carry- 
'  i|  them  was  not  inconsiderable.     If  they  were 
1  , spelled  to  get  them  from  the  mother  country, 
iy  mui-r  go  hence  to  the  mother  country.    '^'"  ' 


These 
{teles  of  indispensable   necessity  constituted  a 
^siderahle  portion,  not  far  from  half,  of  the  six 
lillions  of  our  exports  to  the  Briiish  West  India 
cJoBies.     Mr.   S.  said,   he  should   vote  against 
tjiking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  preferring 
l.(istponement,  as  not  showing  the  same  deter- 
Sjnatioii  10  submit  to  the  British   policy  in  this 
^eijpect. 
cMr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said  that,  under 
pjisiing.circamstances.  he  thought  it  best  not  to 
ii^t  defiuitively  on  this  subject.     He  should  vote 
jjigainsl  -.triking  out  the   first  section  of  the  bill, 
\bat  It  might  be  reported  to  the  House,  and   laid 
[M  the  table,  with  a  view  to  wait  such  further  in- 
■yrmation  as  may  be  received  at  this  or  the  next 
i;ongre«is.  when  the  nubject  may  be  resumed,  but 
\9fnh    the   understanding    that    it   should  not  be 
►ken    up  unless  further  information   should  be 
pceiveu.     It  would  then  be  left  in   the  situation 
rhich  ke  understood   to  be  the  wish  of  the  ma- 
jrity.  xvithout  being  decided  in  one  way  or  the 
^ither.    i 
"'\  Mr.  Wrigbt.  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  sen- 
laments;  on  the  subject.    He  considered  the  meas- 
proj>o»ed  in  the  bill,  as  one  of  perfect  justice, 
uch   he  hoped  would  be  definitively  acted  on. 
wa>  &orry,  he   said,  to  hear  sonae   remarks 


which    had  been  made  in  debate,  calculated  to 
produc*  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  British 
Government,  that  we  would  do  the  thing  it  we 
dare — for  that  was  the  amount  of  the  argument — 
that  we  ought  to  calculate  the  costs,  that  Great 
Britain   never  would   recede,  dec.     Mr.  W.  said, 
he  was  sure  she   never  would  relax    her  policy, 
until  It  was  made  by  this  country  her  interest  to 
do  so.     He  had  been  gratified  by  the  observations 
of  his  friend   from   South  Carolina,  which  had 
shed  a  light  that  had  dissipated  all  doubts  on  the 
subject.     This  was   the   time,  if  ever  there  was 
one,  when  Great  Britain  could   be  induced  to  re- 
lax   her  policy,  owing   to  the  scarcity  of  bread- 
stuflfs.     He  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  despised 
the  Administration  of  England  and  their  conduct, 
but  he   had  no  hostility  to  the   people.     He  had 
forborne,  he  said,  early  in  the  debate,  from  speak- 
ing on  this  subject,  because  he  did  not  understand 
It  as  well  as  the  commercial  men  in  the  House. 
But,  as  his  colleague  and  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina    had  given  so  luminous  a  view  of  the 
subject,  so  far  from   its  wanting   a   majority,  he 
hoped    the  bill  would   pa.ss  by  an  overwhelming 
majority.     And  why  not?     It   had  been   said  it 
would  not  be  effectual  in  producing  a  relaxation 
of  the  navigation  system.     Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
uf  a  different  opinion.     It  would  starve  the  col- 
onies, sow  the  seeds  of  rebellion   among   them, 
dec.  and  compel  the  Government  to  relax  or  lose 
them.     He  expatiated  further  on  the  reasonable- 
ness of  this  measure,  and  its  probable  efficacy. 

Mr.  Jack30n,  in  consequence  of  the  urgent  re- 
quest of  several  of  his  friends,  withdrew  his  motion 
lo  .>irikeoui  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  NAVIGATION  BILL. 
The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  concern- 
ing the   navigation  of  the  United  States,  which 
having  considered  and  amended,  the  Committee 
ruse,  aud  reported  both  bills  with  amendments 


In  regard  to  the  fir-t  of  these  bills,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Sheffcy  to  postpone  it  indefi- 
nitely. 

But  a  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  finally  prevailed. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  second  bill,  as 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  several  new  sections. 

Several  amendments  were  proposed,  which 
gave  rise  to  considerable  conversational  debate, 
particularly  one  moved  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  re- 
quire that  the  fishing  vessels,  on  which  a  bounty 
is  ftaid  by  the  United  States,  should  be  manned 
by  a  crew  wholly  composed  (instead  of  three- 
fourths,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,)  of  American 
citizens.  Ttie  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nay^ — yeas  71.  nays  71.  as  follows: 

YxAS — .Messrs.  Alexander,  Arery,  Barbour,  Ben- 
nett, BetU,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Bryan, 
Burwell,  Cady,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Cook,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Culpeper, 
Darlington,  Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards.  Fletcher,  For- 
syth, Gold,  Griffin,  Hthn,  Hardui,  Harrison,  Heister, 
I  Henderson,  Hendricks,    Hooks,   Huger,  Hungerford, 
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Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Kil- 
bourn.  King,  Little,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  William  Maclay, 
William  P.  .Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean,  .Miller,  New- 
ton, Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Savage,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tel- 
fair, Thomas,  Townsend,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Williams,  Willoughby, 
William  Wilson,  Thos.  Wilson,  and  Woodward. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Birdscye,  Breckenridge, 
Brown,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Ma-ssachusetts,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Conner,  Crawford,  Davenport,  Findley,  Gaston, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Ingham,  Irving 
of  New  York,  Jewett,  Langdon,  Law,  Lowndes,  Lyon, 
Marsh,  McKee,.Middlelon,  Mills.  Milnor,  Moore,  Mose- 
ley,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  Noyes. 
Peter,  Pickering,  Pilkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Rice,  Root,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Schenck,  Sharp,  Sheffey, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  timith  of  .Maryland,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taul, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Tyler,  Vose,  Ward  of  .Massa- 
chusetts, Wendover,  Wilkin,  Wright,  Yancey,  and 
Yates. 

The  Speaker  voted  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  finally  amended  so  as  to  bring  it 
into  the  following  shape: 

A    Bill    concerning   the    Navigation   of   the    United 

States. 

Be  it  enacted,  4c.,  That,  after  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place,  except  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
such  foreign  vessels  as  truly  and  wholly  belong  to 
the  citizens,  or  subjects,  of  that  country  of  which  the 
goods  are  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture ; 
or  from  which  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  can 
only  be,  or  most  usually  are,  first  shipped  for  trans- 
portation :  Pruvided,  nevertheless.  That  this  act  shall 
not  extend  .to  the  vessels  of  any  foreign  nation  which 
has  not  adopted,  and  which  shall  not  adopt,  a  suuilar 
regulation  of  commerce. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
Stales  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  and  the  ship  or  vessel  wherein  the  same  shall  be 
imported,  together  with  her  cargo,  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  shall  bo  forfeited  to  the  United  States; 
and  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  ship  or  vessel, 
and  cargo,  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and 
condemned  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
regulations,  restrictions,  and  provjtJions,  as  have  been 
heretofore  established  for  the  recovery,  collection,  dis- 
tribution, and  remission  of  forfeitures  to  the  United 
States  by  the  several  revenue  laws. 

Stc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enuxted.  That,  after  the 
30th  day  of  September  next,  the  bounties  and  allow, 
sjices  now  allowed  by  law,  to  the  owners  ot  boaU 
or  vessels,  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  shall  be  paid  only 
on  boats  or  vessels,  the  crews  of  which,  or  at  least 
seven-eighths  thereol,  shall  be  proved  lo  the  satisfaction 
of  the  collector  of  the  district,  where  such  boat  or  ves- 
sel shall  belong,  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  or 
persons  not  the  subjects  of  any  tbreign  Prmce  or 
State. 

Stc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported,  under  p>en- 
slty  of  forfeiture  thereof,  from  one  port  in  the  United 
Stales  lo  another  port  of  the  United  States,  in  a  vessel 
belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to  a  subject  of  any  foreign 


Power ;  but  this  clause  shall  not  be  construed  to  pro- 
hibit the  sailing  of  any  foreign  vessel  from  one  port  of 
the  United  States  to  another  port  in  the  same  States : 
Provided,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  are  taken 
in  such  vessel  from  one  port  of  the  United  States  to 
be  landed  m  another  port  of  the  same  Sutes. 

Sxc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after  the 
30th  day  of  September  next,  there  shall  be  paid  a  duty 
of  fifty  cents  per  ton  upon  every  ship  or  vessel  of 
the  United  Slates,  which  shall  be  entered  in  a  district 
in  one  State  from  a  district  in  another  Stale,  except 
it  be  an  adjoining  State  on  the  scacoast,  or  on  a  navi- 
gable river  or  lake,  and  except,  also,  it  be  a  coasting 
vessel  going  from  Long  Island,  in  the  Slate  of  New 
York,  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  from  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  to  the  said  Long  Island,  having  on 
board  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  taken  in  one 
State  to  l>e  dehvered  in  another  State.  Provided, 
That  it  shall  not  be  made  on  any  ship  or  vessel  having 
a  license  to  trade  between  the  different  districts  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  to  carry  on  the  bank  or  whale  fish- 
eries, more  than  once  a  year:  And  provided  also. 
That  if  the  owner  of  any  such  vessel,  or  his  agent, 
shall  prove,  lo  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  that 
three-fourths  at  least  of  the  crew  thereof,  are  American 
citizens,  or  persons  not  the  subjects  of  any  foreiga 
Prince  or  State,  the  duty  to  be  paid  in  such  case  shall 
be  only  at  the  rate  of  six  cents  per  ton ;  but  nothing 
in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  effect 
any  exemption  from  tonnage  duty  given  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
establishment  of  certain  districts,"  and  therein  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after  the 
30th  day  of  September  next,  there  shall  be  paid  upon 
every  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  Slates,  which  shall 
be  entered  in  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place,  the  same  tonnage  duty  which  would  be  pay- 
able by  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  State  or  country  to 
which  such  foreign  port  or  place  belong :  Provided, 
however.  That  if  the  owner  of  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  that 
two-thirds  at  least  of  the  crew  are  American  citizens,  or 
persons  not  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  Prince  or  Sute, 
the  duty  to  be  paid  in  such  case  shall  be  only  at  the 
rale  of  six  cents  per  ton  :  And,  provided  also,  That 
this  section  shall  not  extend  to  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  Slates,  which  are  now  on  foreign  voyages, 
until  after  their  return  to  some  port  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several 
bounties  and  remissions,  or  abatements  of  duty,  allow- 
ed by  this  act,  in  the  case  of  vessels  having  a  certain 
proportion  of  seamen  who  are  American  citizens,  or 
persons  not  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  Power,  shall 
t)e  allowed  only  in  the  case  of  vessels  having  such  pro- 
portion of  American  seamen  during  their  whole  voyage, 
unless  in  case  of  sickness,  death,  or  desertion,  or  where 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  crew  shall  have  been  taken 
prisoners  in  the  voyage. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  without  opposition,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

Monday,  February  3. 
Mr.  HoPKiNSON  presented  a  petition  of  "  The 
Peunsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  aboli- 
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tjl 'of  slavery,  ihe  relief  of  free  negroes  unlaw- 
(Jmi  held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the  con- 
^,ij.n  of  [\)e  African  race,"  praying  ihat  further 
'*i^*ures  may  be  adopted  for  the  protection  of 
,  fighti  of  free  negroes.— Referred  to  the  com- 
:fee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  President's 
|^«age  which  relates  to  the  African  slave  trade. 
'\T.  Dahlingtun  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of 
many  and  great  impositions  to  which  they 
"subjected,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of 
^Ji>st,  abburd,  and  frivolous  patents,  which  have 
i'Tu  granted  to  a  set  of  speculators,  and  praying 
iUpi  additional  restrictions  may  be  imposed  on 
||J*issuin^  of  patents.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
uee  on  the  Judiciary. 

jr.  CHiPrELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
\>\s  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  have 
ell  referred  the  petitions  of  Samuel  Black  ;  the 
us  of  Gt>orge  Nebinger.  deceased  ;  John  Dent ; 
',rn  Armstrong;  Maria  S.  Tyson;  Nancy  Ar- 
:)p  ;  Sylvanus  Townsend ;  and  Asa  Lyon;  re- 
ined a  bill,  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  prin- 
and  3olere.st   due  on   the  loan  office  certifi- 
ers then  in  named  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
'"ommiitee  of  the  Whole,  on 
laie  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
leceased. 
;  Mr.  Ho<jH  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
J   diciary.'io  which  was  committed  the  bill  from 
,v;  .iSenatt,  entitled  'An  act   to  provide  for  the 
!«j  -f  execuiion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
K  iihin  the  State  of  Indiana,"  reported  the  same 
v  iihout  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  commuted 
tj  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

pD  raofion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  the  Committee  of 
j'^^ys  ancr  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
:tH  expediency  of  increasing  the  duty  imposed  on 


Cati'S  then  in  named  ; 
clfomitted  to  the  Cor 
tfc'hill  frcim  the  Sena 
CI  'fjandon! Carter,  dec 


rom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
have  passed  bills  from  this  House 
the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  explain 
ki*  act  tj  authorize  certain  officers,  and  other 
[ersons,  to  administer  oaths,"  approved  May  the 


fitvign  spirits. 
»  A  message  frc 
kjfiat  the  Sfnate 

t 

aersor   .       .  . 

Jj;  1798,  with  amendments;    "An  act  directing 

l|ie  discharge  of  William  Smith  from  iraprison- 

^leot;"  -'jVn  act  making  an  appropriation  to  ena- 

"  J*  the  President  of  the  United   Stales  to  hold 

f/aties  vjith  the   Indian   tribes,   for   the  purpose 

'twrein  r^entioned  ;"  ''An  act  providing  for  the 

\  dijrision  (>i  certain  quarter-sections  in  future  sales 

•-|ii  the  pi'blic  lands;"  and   "An  act  for  the  relief 

it '?  John  Baslell ;"  in  which  amendments  and  bills 

^ey  as>k  ^he  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  ei»grossed  bill  '*  concerning  the  narigation 

\  ibe  Uoited  States."  was  read  the  third  lime, 

>%d  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 

.|lie  United  Slates,   in  relation   to  discriminating 

,'Htjlie?  on  British  vessels  and  their  cargoes  ;  which 

J"  *3s  readi  and  relerred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
^d  Meaits. 
,:fiMr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
?j(i*  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
''it^e,  eniiiied  "An  act  authorizing  the  selitenient 
■'^i  the  aicounts  of  Flavil  Sabin,  deceased,''  re- 

w 


ported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caze  and  Ri- 
chaud. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
detailed  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Peter  Caslard, 
Jumonville  de  Villiers.  Madame  Montreuil,  John 
de  Castanado,  James  H.  Boisgervais,  and  Antoine 
Bienvenue;  which  said  reports  were  severally, 
read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  the  following  bills, 
to  wit  :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Caslard  ;  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Jumonville  de  Villiers  ;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Madame  Montreuil ;  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  de  Castanado;  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Antoine  Bienvenue  ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  H.  Boisgervais:  which  said  bills  were  sev- 
erally read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
the  rt-lief  of  Caze  and  Richaud. 

REPORTS  ON  VARIOUS  CLAIMS. 

The  reports  in  the  cases  of  Villiers,  Montreuil, 
Bienvenue,  and  Castanado.  are  as  follows  : 

[Report  on  the  c*»e  of  Jumonville  de  Villiers.] 
Thtt,  in  the  months  of  December,  1814,  and  Janu- 
ary, 1815,  the  American  troops  called  to  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  and  commanded  by  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  were  stationed  on  the  plantation  of  the  peti- 
tioner ;  that,  while  so  stationed  there,  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  use  for  fuel,  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  • 
quantity  of  fencing,  and  the  petitioner  requests  of  Con- 
gress to  pay  him  the  Talue  thereof,  and  also  the  Talue 
of  a  quantity  of  sugar  cane  and  sugar,  which  he  states 
were  used  by  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  committee  arc  of  opinion,  that  the  fencing  hav- 
ing been  made  use  of  for  fuel,  which  could  not  have 
been  procured  of  the  ordinary  kind,  from  the  nature  of 
the  service,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
troops  were  collected  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
the  claimant  is  entitled  to  relief,  so  far  as  respects  the 
value  of  the  fence,  but  that  the  Government  cannot  be 
considered  liable  for  the  destruction  of  the  cane  or  us© 
of  the  sugar,  it  being  neither  necessary  for  the  service 
nor  for  the  sustenance  of  the  army.  Pursuant  to  thia 
opinion  they  report  a  bill,  authorizing  payment  for  the 
fence  only. 

[Report  on  the  case  of  Madame  Montreuil.] 
That  the  petitioner  owned  a  plantation  situated  he* 
low  New  Orleans,  which  was  occupied  by  the  Ameri- 
can army  in  1814  and  1815,  and  upon  which  public 
works  for  the  defen.e  of  the  country  were  erected; 
that,  in  consequence  of  such  occupation,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  a  line  of  public  works  through  the  plantation, 
it  has  received  considerable  injury,  and  would  cost  a 
considerable  sum  to  place  it  in  the  same  situation  it 
was  in  before  its  occupation. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is  en- 
titled to  relief,  and  therefore  report  a  bill. 

[Report  OD  the  case  of  Antoine  Bienvenue.] 
That  the  claimant  was  owner  of  an  elegant  and  well 
furnibhcd  house  situated  below  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans and  between  the  positions  occupied  by  the 
American  and  British  armies  in  December,  1814,  and 
January,  1815.  In  consequence  of  this  situation  of 
the  house  and  the  two  armies,  it  afforded  a  shelter  to 
the   British  army,  and  was,  by  General  Jackson,  or- 
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dered  to  be  fired  on  with  hot  shot  for  iU  destruction. 
It  was  several  times  fired  on  by  Commodore  Patterson 
and  set  fire  to,  which  was  extinguished  by  the  British 
forces.  In  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  house 
and  furniture,  and  other  houses  adjacent  to  the  dwell- 
ing-house, the  petitioner  has  sustained  considerable 
injury,  for  which  he  prays  Congress  to  remunerate  him. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  he  is  entitled  to  re- 
lief, and  therefore  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

[Report  on  the  case  of  John  de  Castanado.] 
That  the  petitioner  owned  a  plantation  and  bouse 
situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  below 
New  Orleans,  and  that  a  battery  was  erected,  by  order 
of  the  commanding  officer,  in  front  of  the  house,  and 
close  by  it ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  house  r«- 
ceived  much  injury  from  the  British  artillery.  The 
petitioner  had  also  a  quantity  of  wood  and  hay  taken 
from  him  and  used  by  the  army,  for  which  he  requests 
that  he  may  be  paid. 

It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  that 
the  house  and  plantation  of  the  petitioner  were  injured 
in  consequence  of  their  occupation  for  military  pur- 
poses, and  that  the  wood  and  hay  were  necessarily 
used  for  the  army,  they  are  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is 
entitled  to  reUef,  and  therefore  report  a  bill  to  that 
eflfecU 

THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Harrison  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquiro 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  amendments  arc  ne- 
cessary to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to 
enable  the  Government  thereof  to  adopt  such  a  system 
of  military  instruction  and  discipline  for  the  militia,  as 
to  make  it  a  safe  and  effectual  national  defence. 

The  House  having  agreed,  by  a  small  majority, 
to  consider  the  resolution — 

Mr.  H.  entered  into  an  explanation  of  his  reas- 
ons for  offering  the  motion,  and  referred  to  the 
ConstilutioD,  to  show  that  Congress  had  no  power 
to  call  out  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  training 
them,  or  to  grant  a  dollar  to  defray  the  expense 
fur  that  object.  Mr.  H.  concluded  by  saying,  that 
he  believed,  without  ad. opting  some  such  course, 
all  hope  of  training  the  iuii(tia  might  be  aban- 
doned, dec. 

Mr.  Pickering  opposed  the  resolution,  and 
spoke  against  its  object.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  miliiia  could  never  be  disciplined  without  pla- 
cing a  part  periodically  on  the  footing  of  regular 
soldiers,  and  that  idea  he  had  long  abandoned. 
He  thought  the  General  Government  ought  to 
be  satisfied  with  arming  and  regimenting  the 
militia,  and  then  leave  their  discipline  to  the 
Stales;  that  the  present  attempts  to  train  them 
were  attended  with  great  expense;  and  that  the 
people  would  never  consent  to  place  the  great 
power  conlempldled  by  this  motion  in  the  hands 
of  the  Executive.  Mr.  P.  look  this  occasion  to 
dispute  what  has  been  frecjuenily  advanced,  that 
General  Washington  had  approved  the  plan  sub- 
mitted to  Congress,  in  1790,  by  General  Knox, 
then  Secretary  of  War,  but  that  General  Wash- 
ington had  simply  sent  it  to  Congress,  without 
expre->sing  either  approbation  or  disapprobation. 

Mr.  Harrison  replied  to  Mr.  Pickering's  re- 
marks, and  referred  to  documents  and  other  testi- 


mony, to  establish  the  fact,  that  the  plan  for  class- 
ing and  disciplining  the  militiadrawD  up  by  Gen- 
eral Knox  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  judgment 
of  General  Washington  ;  and  said  further,  as  to 
the  popularity  of  the  motion,  he  was  ready  to 
take  it  on  himself,  and  was  willing  his  popularity 
should  be  sacrificed  in  attempting  to  accomplish 
an  object  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  coun- 
try, dltc. 

The  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey. 
laid  on  the  table. 

BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Speaker  then  proceeded  to  call  over  the 
otders  of  the  day  ;  when 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  that  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  to  incorporate 
certain  banking  institutions  in  this  District. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  those  bills ;  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
Speaker,  as  the  proper  way  of  getting  at  his  ob- 
ject. Mr.  R.  varied  his  motion  to  a  discharge  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bills  mentioned.  Mr.  R.  then 
entered  into  a  wide  discussion  of  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  additional  banks,  as  at  present  con- 
ducted, condemning  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
Government  on  this  subject  already,  and  against 
chartering  other  companies  for  the  issue  of  paper, 
without  probably  a  dollar  of  capital,  &c.  Mr.  R. 
spoke  nearly  an  hour,  in  his  usual  diffuse  and  de- 
sultory manner. 

Mr.  Lewis  replied,  that  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  mistaken,  for  it  was  to  make  the  banks  about 
to  be  chartered  pay  specie,  instead  of  authorizing 
them  not  to  do  it;  and  said  the  very  bank  now 
under  consideration  had  more  specie  in  its  vaults, 
in  proportion  to  its  capital,  than  any  bank  South 
of  Philadelphia;  that  this  District  had  less  bank 
capital,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  than  any 
city  in  the  neighboring  States,  and  he  could  see 
no  reason  for  refusing  them  charters,  dice. 

Mr.  Randolph  replied,  and  spoke  again  at 
great  length. 

Mr.  Sheffey  replied  at  great  length,  to  what 
he  termed  Mr.  Randolph's  discourses  on  mat- 
ters and  things  in  general,  and  supported  the  in- 
corporation of  the  companies  praying  charters, 
as  demanded  by  justice  and  impartiality,  as  well 
as  other  considerations. 

Mr.  Randolph  rejoined,  and  entered  again  into 
a  general  review. 

Mr.  Herbert  spoke  at  some  length  in  fayor  of 
granting  the  charters;  and  Mr.  Goldsborocgh 
spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment. 

Messrs.  Calhoun,  Ross,  and  Desha,  made 
some  remarks  on  questions  introduced  by  Mr. 
Randolph,  unconnected  with  ihe  bills  before  the 
House. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bills 
referred  to,  was  taken  and  carried. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  other  branch 
of  the  motion,  viz..  to  postpone  the  bills  indefi- 
niiely. 
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ProUetion  to  Domestic  AJanuJactuns. 
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i^^r.  Petsr  TOfe  to  oppa«:e  the  motion,  and  lo 
liy  10  Mr.  Randolph,  but  the  question  being 
♦••idy  tak^n  on  one  division  of  the  question,  it 
IJcoDsidired  not  to  be  in  order  lo  debate  the 
i^ioin^  S^ranch  of  it  at  this  stage  of  the  business. 
ilCnf  so2ne  conversation,  the  question  on  the 
ii^v.'finite   postponement   of  the  bills  was  taken. 

nays  64. 


I  i. 


»Ai  decideft  in  the  atTirmative — yeas 
ty^llows  :* 

f  KAS— Wes«r«.  Adams,  Adgate,  AleianJer,  Archer, 
'  ft>our,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Belts, 
4,Browit,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Carr 
"  (asuarhusetts,  Champion,  Chappcll,  CiUer,  Clay- 
iJlenilebnin,  Condicl,  Cook,  Crawford,  Darlington, 
..a,  Edw»«rd8,  Forney,  Hahn.  Hale,  Hall,  Ham- 
L"),  Hardin,  Heister,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  Hopkinson, 
am,  JounsoD  of  Virginia,  King,  Langdon,  Law, 
;e,  Lyle,  William  Maclay,  Wdliam  P.  Maclay, 
;^h,  Ma<jn,  Mdler,  Moore^  Thomas  M.  NeUon, 
H^i.is,  Pick»n8,  Piper,  Randolph,  Reed,  Roane,  Root, 
Jljps,  Savag:»,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
cf  Virginia,  Strong,  Taul,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Tyler, 
PV.   Walftce,   Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wil- 

»,  Willi  jn  Wilson,  and  Woodward. 
^'iiTS — Messrs.  .\therton,  Avery,  Baer,  Baker, Birds- 
•"jl.'Blounl-Brooks,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Comstock,  Croch- 
e>Sri  Culp^er,  Davenport,  Forsyth,  Goldsborough, 
r«^tjwyn,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hun- 
g«»rd,  Irving  of  rS'ew  York,  Jackson,  Kerr  ot  V^irginia, 
I^S^urn,  I^wis,  Lovelt.  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
tjoy,  Mc[.ean,  Milnor,  Moffilt,  Moseley,  Jeremiah 
L»on,  Hu^h  Nelaon.  Newton,  Peter,  Pickering,  Pit- 
lk,«,  Pleasaiit?,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Robertson,  Ruggles, 
b».4rp,  Shelley,  Southard,  Stearns,  Stuart,  Tallmadge, 
'tty4or  of  Xcw  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Town- 
^mi>  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wendover,  Wilde,  Wil- 
Xjg,'  WilloDghby,  Thomas  Wilson,  Wright,  Yancey, 
t'll:  Yates. 

j'fhe  bill  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  notes 
(nchartfred  banks  in  the  Disirici  of  Columbia, 
l-j  ordertd  lo  lie  on  the  table. 


If  Tuesday,  February  4. 

Ir.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
ag<l  Means.,  to  which  have  been  referred  the  peli- 
I'^^s  of  thij  manufacturers  of  umbrellas  in  Phila- 

7hia,  Bi;>ston,  and  New  York,  aad  the  petition 
indry  tjierchanis  and  coppersmiths  in  Boston, 


[<Je  a  rejjort  thereon;  which  was  read,  and  the 
Volution  Iherein  contained,  was  concurred  in  by 
t^  House,  as  follows: 
^Heaolred.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
ask  that  "plate,  braziers'  and  still  copper" 
/•xetnpl  from  duty,  ought  not  to  be  granted, 
tilr.  JoaNSON.  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
.^feirs,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  ransom  of 
^erican  captives  of  the  late  war;  which  was 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
l^"-' Whol<  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm,  dis- 
?^l>."d  and, superannuated  officers  and  soldiers. 
"Vr-  Joi.NSON,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
[port  on  the  inquiry  they  were  instructed  to 
ie,  int.)  the  expediency  of  educating,  at  the 
^itary  Academy  at  West  Point,  the  sons  of 
fii-e  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  bat- 
■  while    in  the  service  of  the  United    Slates. 


[The  report  states  that  the  committee  have  con- 
sidered the  subject,  and  have  instructed  their 
chairman,  when  ihe  bill  for  establishing  addi- 
tional Military  Academies  shall  come  up.  to 
move  an  amendment  thereto,  embracing  the  ob- 
ject above  mentioned.] 

Mr.  Tho.mas.  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  made  a  report  respecting  the  amount  of 
capital  employed  in  trade  with  the  Indians,  which 
was  read  ;  when,  Mr.  T.  reported  a  bill  to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  exclude  foreigners  from  a  participation 
therein  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  sufferers  during  the  late  war.  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  thereof  and 
that  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  Hou>e  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and 
soldiers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ormsby.  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  by  law, 
Louisville,  in  the  Stale  of  Kentucky,  a  port  of  en- 
try and  delivery. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  directing  the  di>>charge 
of  William  Smith  from  imprisonment,  wa^  read 
twice  and   committed   to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  of 
this  House  of  the  same  title. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropri- 
ation to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the  pur- 
pose therein  mentioned,  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  McLean,  Mr. 
Jackson.  Mr.  Herbert,  and  Mr.  Cadv,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  for  the  di- 
vision of  certain  quarter  sections  in  future  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  was  read  iwire  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
Haslett.  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  -to  explain  the  act  to  authorize  certain 
officers  and  other  j)ersons  to  administer  oaths,  ap- 
,iroved   May  3d,  1798,"  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

DOMESTIC  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Maclay  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  manufacturers  of  iron,  in  the  county  of 
Huntingdon  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  iron 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ScHE.NCK   presented  a  petition  of  sundry 


inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  behalf  of 

the  domestic    manufactui 

States. 


ires   within    the    United 


Mr.  ScHE.vcK  also  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  merchants  of  the  said  city  of  New  York  ; 
which  were,  respectively,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
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Protection  to  Doine$tic  Manufactures. 


H.  OP  R. 


lee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures.— The  last 
named  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent  a- 
tires  of  the  United  States  in  Comp-ess  assembled 
The  memorial  of  the  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York  respectfully  represents  : 

That  your  memorialists,  witnessing  the  sinking  con- 
dition of  the  commercial  interests  of  our  country,  have, 
open  investigating  the  causes,  been  led  to  the  full  con- 
viction that  nothing  short  of  the  protecting  arm  of  the 
Government  can  rescue  it  from  that  rum  to  which  it  is 
rapidly  approaching. 

That,  since  <he  peace  in  Europe,  the  interdiction  of 
European  manufactures  on  the  European  continent, 
conspiring  with  olhur  causes  which  we  shall  notice, 
has  not  only  occaiioned  our  markets  to  be  glutted  to  an 
alarming  degree,  but  has  arrested  trade  from  iu  be«t 
and  accustomed  channels,  and  given  it  a  direction  which, 
if  pursued,  must  inevitably  ultimate  in  the  ruin  of  the 
mercantile  establishments  of  our  country. 

Sympathy  and  patriotism  combine  to  induce  us,  while 
on  this  subject,  to  speak  also  in  behalf  of  the  manu- 
facturing interest  of  the  nation.  The  same  causes 
which  are  operating  the  destruction  of  our  commercial 
prosperity  are  fast  precipitating  our  manufacturing 
brethren  to  the  abyss  of  ruin.  The  fate  of  the  one  is 
necessarily  involved  in  that  of  the  other,  and  the  des- 
tiny of  the  nation  inseparably  interwoven  with  the 
welfare  of  both- 

It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  our  laws  operate  to  give 
fugitive  commercial  agents  advantages  in  this  country, 
which,  independent  of  fraudulent  deaUng,  transfers  the 
trade  of  our  country  into  the  hands  of  transitory  stran- 
gers, enables  them  to  mdhopolize  the  market,  drive 
our  merchants  from  business,  and  arrest  the  industry 
of  our  manufacturers. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  foreign  merchant  to  ship  his 
goods  to  this  country,  invoiced  at  very  reduced  prices, 
lo  one  of  his  agents  here,  who,  having  entered  them, 
delivers  them  for  sale  to  the  hands  of  another  agent, 
who  is  furnished  with  the  true  invoice.  The  owner  is 
bevond  the  reach  of  our  laws.  He  who  enters  them 
affects  to  know  nothing  of  them,  but  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  invoice  he  receives.  He  who  holds  the 
true  invoice  has  no  agency  in  their  entry.  Thus,  they 
all  elude  the  penalties  of  the  law;  and  the  revenue, 
the  merchant,  and  the  manufacturer,  become  the  com- 
mon victims  of  foreign  frauds. 

Added  lo  this,  sales  at  auction  are  exceaaively  hos- 
tile to  our  mercantile  and  manufacturing  interests. 
This  mode  of  sale,  besides  afl'ording  lo  foreign  agents 
an  early  harvest  of  the  fruits  of  their  frauds,  gives  to 
them  advantages  in  which  the  regular  merchant  can- 
not participate — advantages  which  are  prohibited  to 
them  in  their  own  country,  the  wise  pohcy  of  which 
interdicts  (except  in  a  few  instances)  all  sales  at  auc- 
tion, owing  to  their  evil  effects  on  the  mercantile  and 
manufacturing  interests.  By  this  mode  of  sale,  the 
fair  merchant  is  stripped  of  all  the  advantages  which  a 
necessary  establishment,  large  expenditures,  and  a  long 
course  of  honorable  dealing,  had  acquired  to  him;  whdst 
strangers,  bound  by  no  ties  to  this  country  ;  who  bear 
none  of  iu  burdens;  who  perform  no  civil  duties,  nor 
any  service,  in  peace  or  war ;  who  are  at  no  expense, 
either  of  house-keeping,  store-rent,  or  clerk-hire;  who 
are  so  transitory  as  scarcely  to  l>e  amenable  to  our 
laws ; — are  enabled  to  monopolize  our  money  and  our 
markets,  by  which  means  our  merchants  are  obliged, 
in  many  instances,  lo  sacrifice  their  goods  through  the 


same  channel,  in  order  to  pay  their  bonds  for  duties  to 
the  Government,  and  many  are  induced  in  moments 
of  distress  to  raise  money  by  .sales  at  auction,  and,  by 
thus  concealing  their  insolvent  circumstances  for  a  time, 
involve  themselves  and  their  benefactors  in  ruin. 

It  if  too  often  the  case  that  one  foreign  agent  is  ad- 
mitted to  become  security  for  another,  for  duties  which 
they  never  intended  lo  pay  ;  and  any  probable  sacrifice  - 
at  auction  is  met  by  the  countervailing  act  of  abscond- 
ing and  leaving  their  bonds  unpaid. 

With  respect  to  the  miinufacturing  interests  of  our 
country,  your  memorial  think  proper  to  observe,  that, 
when  the  aggressions  of  Great  Britain  made  an  appeal 
lo  arms  necessary,  the  nation  found  itself  dependent 
on  the  enemy,  even  for  the  munitions  of  war  and  the* 
clothing  of  our  armies. 

The  procurement  of  these  essential  supplies  led  to 
an  illicit  trade,  which  not  only  drained  us  of  our  spe- 
cie, but  tended  to  extinguish  patriotism,  demoralize 
the  people,  and  degrade  our  national  character.  The 
necessities  of  the  nation  then  called  for  domestic  man- 
ufactures as  the  only  remedy  for  evils  so  great ;  and 
adventurous  and  patriotic  individuals,  relying  on  the 
permanent  protection  which  they  were  led  to  believe 
that  Government  would  afford  lo  domestic  industry, 
embarked  largely  in  manufacturing  establishments,  in- 
somuch that  the  capital  vested  in  machinery,  buildings, 
and  carrying  on  two  branches  of  our  manufactures, 
alone,  amounted  lo  $100,000,000. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  National  Legislature,  at  its 
last  session,  bestowed  upon  this  subject  a  wise  and  lib- 
eral consideration,  and  granted  such  encouragement 
as  was  by  many  then  deemed  sufficient,  but  which  has 
since  proved  inadaquate. 

If  England,  before  her  manufactures  were  excluded 
from  the  European  markets,  was  wdling  to  encounter 
immense  voluntary  losses  in  the  hope  of  destroying  our 
infant  manufactures  by  glutting  our  market,  bow  much 
more  animated  must  her  efforts  now  be  to  preserve  to 
herself  the  only  legal  market  which  the  wise  pohcy  of 
the  European  Powers  has  left  to  her  ?  But,  notwilh- 
slandiag  all  these  disadvantages,  we  are  confident,  that, 
if  our  Government  will  continue  lo  make  this  branch 
of  domestic  industry  an  object  of  its  solicitude  ;  if  it 
shall  be  understood,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  it 
is  never  to  be  abandoned  or  deserted — the  struggle  will 
not  be  long — we  shall  become  able  to  compete  with  the 
full  powerof  our  adversary;  our  capitalists  will  no  longer 
be  retrained  by  the  fear,  and  foreigners  no  longer  fed 
with  the  hope,  of  our  ruin. 

Adverting  lo  the  means  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  our  manufacturing  and  mercantile  interests,  your 
memorialists  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  the  fol- 
lowing as  measures  which  will  not  only  prove  condu- 
cive to  that  end,  but  operate  beneficially  on  the  interest 
and  prosperity  of  the  nation  at  large  : 

1.  That  the  duties  imposed  on  foreign  fabrics  by  the 
tariff  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  instead  of  being 
limited  lo  two  years,  be  made  permanent. 

2.  That  the  importation  of  cotton  goods  manufac- 
tured beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  be  prohibited. 

3.  That  the  revenue  laws  be  revised,  and  so  modi- 
tied  as  to  exclude  foreigners  from  becoming  sureties 
for  duties,  and  to  prevent  smuggling,  false  invoices, 
and  other  frauds  on  the  revenue. 

4.  That  a  duly  of  10  per  cent,  be  laid  on  all  foreign 
goods  sold  at  auction,  with  the  exception  of  estates  of 
American  bankrupU  and  insolvents,  persons  deceased, 
and  sheriffs  and  marshaht'  sales. 
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^  Thtt  jt  be  recommended  to  the  officers  of  the 

*^-  ,y  and  jyavy,  and  to  all  civil  officera  of  the  United 
^8,  to  u)e  American  fabrics, 
tnd  you  I  memorialists  further  request  such  aid  and 


•tl"     -       - 

j;,  Jpction  a)  will  prevent  the  mercantile  and  manufac- 
tuj^g  intesesU  of  the  nation  from  becoming  victims 
t<v(v"  'o''«'!|r'i  policy  and  influence  which  is  working 
ll^f^  destruction. 

V^d  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 


&.C. 


KLNG  &  HILLHOUSE. 

And  173  others. 


; '  Ur.  c 


t»(END:WEN'T  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Cf  i^'EPER  moved  to  postpone  the  interve- 

rders  of  the  day  for   the  purpose  of  again 

^i|ig  up  Mr.  Pickens's  propositions  to   amend 

Constuution,  which  were    under   discussion 

weekr  ago. 
le  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
aW)  by  Mr.  Pickens,  who  thought  the  subject 
h:,7:been  so  fully  debated  that  every  member  was 
ptj^jared  to  vote  on  the  question,  and  he  wished 
lh£|ubjectito  be  taken  up,  that  it  might  be  deci- 
''1.^°  at  ojce. 

Ijie  Hoti^e,  however,  refused   to  go   into  the 
^*derati(»n  of  the  resolution— ayes  59.  noes  73. 

.  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 
|e  Hou^e,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhocn,  re- 
,*.d  Itself  into  a  Commiitee  of  the  Whole,  on 
lh^{ill  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent 
fu,p»,  for  inK^rnal  improvement,  the  bonus  of  the 
NMynal  Bank,  and  the  United  States  share  of  its 
diMi^nds. 

Calhocn  rose  and  observed,  that  it  seemed 
the  fate  of  some  measures  to  be  praised,  but 
;fJopted.     Such,  he  feared,  would   be  the  fate 
iit  on  which  we  are  now  deliberating.    From 
i>,disposiiioD  manifested  by  the  House  to  go 
fommit'.ee  on  the   bill,   there   was  not  much 
^jfect   of  us  success;  yet   it   seemed    to  him, 
l|»:i  he  reflected  how  lavorable  was  the  present 
m''*)i'nt,  anl   how  confessedly  important  a  good 
''^  *Cr  ^^  i^^^ads  and   canals   was  to  our  country. 
-"••  reasonably  be  very  sanguine  of  success. 


he 


rht 


Ata^e  wiih  all  the  world,  abounding  in  pecu 
nia*v  means,  and,  what  was  of  the  most  imnor 

3    W 


^rand  at  what  he  rejoiced,  as  most  favorable 
.ff  country,  party  and   sectional   feelings  im- 
yie^ld  in  a  liberal  and  enlightened  regard lo  the 
{erj.^l  concerns  of  the   nation— such,  said   he, 
ure*)*e  favovable  circumstances  under  which  we 
are^^w  deliberating.     Thus  situated,   to   what 
(  ai^^e  direct  our   resources  and  attention  more 
>m»*iant  than   internal  improvements?     What 
ca;,^J    more  to  the  wealth,   the  strength,  and 
th<^i(|jlitical    prosperity  of  our  country  ?     The 
nia^^r  in  which  facility  and  cheapne.vs  of  inter- 
coi^«,  added  to  the  wealth  of  a  nation,  had  been 
5>o  *j.n  and  ably  di.-^cussed  by  writers  on  political 
ecuj|ny,  th4t  he  presumed  the  House  to  be  per- 
fi'C!»*acquai-nted  with  the  subject.     It  was  sufB- 
Ciei*?o  observe  that  every  branch  of  national  in- 
du5|;f  j — agricultural,  maQufactunog,   and    com- 
me,  ♦  ii--wa<«  greatly  stimulated  and  rendered  by 
itn*^  productive.     The  result  is.  said  he,  that 
»l  iitjis   to  diffuse   universal  opulence.     It  gives 


to  the  interior  the  advantages  possessed    by  the 
parts  most   eligibly  situated  for  trade.     It  makes 
the  country  price,  whether  in  the  sale  of  the  raw 
product  or  in  the  purchase  of  (he  articles  for  con- 
sumption, approximate  to  that  of  the  commercial 
towns.     In    fact,   if  we    look  into   the   nature  of 
wealth,  we  will   find  that   nothing  can   be  more 
favorable  to  its  growth   than  good  roads  and  ca- 
nals.    An   article,  to  command  a  price,  must  not 
only  be  useful,  but  must  be  the  subject  of  demand: 
and  the  better  the  means  of  commercial  inter- 
course the  larger  is  the  sphere  of  demand.     The 
truth  of  these  po.«^itions,  said  Mr.  C.  is  obrious 
and  has  been   tested   by   ail  countries   where  the 
f^xperimeni  has  been  made.     It   has  particularly 
been   strikingly  exemplified   in   England,  and  if 
the  result  there,  in  a  country  so  limited  and  so 
similar  id  its  products,  has  been   to  produce  a 
most  uncommon  state  of  opulence,  what  may  we 
not  expect   from   the  same  cause  in  our  country 
abounding  as  u  does   in  the  greatest    variety  of 
products,  and  presenting  the  greatest  facility  for 
improvements  ?     Let  it  not  be  said  that  internal 
improvements  may  be   wholly  left  to  the  enier- 
pri.se  of  the  Slates  and  of  individuals.     He  knew 
he  said,  that  much    might  ju«tly  be  expected  to' 
be  done  by  them  ;   but  m  a  country  so  new  and 
so  extensive  as  ours,  there  is  room  enough,  said 
he  for  all  the  General  and  State  governments  and 
individuals,  in   which   to  exert  their  resources. 
But   many  of  the  improvements  contemplated, 
said  Mr.  C,  are  on   too  great   a   scale  for  the  re- 
sources of  the  States  or  individuals;  and  many 
of  such  a  nature,  that  the   rival  jealousy  of  ;he 
fbiates,  if  left  alone,  migiit  prevent.     They  re- 
quired the  resources  and  the  general  superinten- 
dence of  this  Government  to  effect  and  complete 
them.  ' 

But,  said  Mr    C,   there  are  higher  and  more 
powerful  considerations  why  Congress  ought  to 
take  charge  of  this  subject.     If  we  were  only  to 
consider  the  pecuniary  advantages  of  a  good  sys- 
tem of  roads  and  canals,  it  might  indeed  admit  of 
some   doubt  whether  they  ought   not  to  be  left 
wholly  to   individual    exertions;    but    when    we 
cutiie  to   consider   how  intimately   the  strength 
and  political  prosperity  of  the  Republic  are  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  we  find  the  most  urgent 
reasons  why  we  should   apply  our  resources  to 
them.     In   many   respects,   no  country  of  equal 
population  and  wealth  possesses  equal  materials 
ol  power  with   ours,     the  people,  m    muscular 
power,  in  hardy   and   enterprising  habits,  and  in 
a   lolty   and   gallant  courage,  are   surpassed   by 
none.     In  one  respect,  and,  in  my  opinion,  in  one 
only,  are  we   materially    weak.     We   occupy   a 
surface  prodigiou.sly  great  in   proportion   to  our 
numbers      The  common  strength   is  brought  to 
bear   with  great  difficulty  on  the   point  that  may 
be  menaced    by  an   enemy.     It  is  our  duty,  then, 
as  lar  as  m  the  nature  of  things  it  can  be  eflected, 
lo  counteract  this  weakness.     Good  roads  and  ca- 
nals judiciously  laid  out.  are   the  proper  remedy. 
In  the  recent  war,  how  much   did  we  suffer  for 
the   want  of  them  !     Besides  the  tardiness  and 
the  consequential  inefficacy  of  our  military  move- 


853 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


854 


Febrdabt,  1817. 


hxtemal  ImprovemftiL 


H.  or  R. 


ments,  to  what  an  increased  expense  was  the 
country  put  for  the  article  of  transportation  alone  ! 
In  the  event  of  another  war.  the  saving  in  this 
particular  would  go  far  towards  indemnifying  us 
for  the  expense  of  constructing  the  means  of 
transportation. 

It  is  not,  however,  in  this  respect  only,  that 
roads  and  canals  add  to  the  strength  of  the  coun- 
try. Our  power  of  raising  revenue,  in  war  par- 
ticularly, depends,  said  he,  mainly  on  them.  In 
peace  our  revenue  depends  principally  on  the  im- 
posts ;  in  war  this  source,  in  a  great  measure, 
fails,  and  internal  taxes,  to  a  great  amount,  be- 
come necessary.  Unless  the  means  of  commer- 
cial intercourse  are  rendered  much  more  perfect 
than  they  now  are.  we  .shall  never  be  able  in  war 
lo  raise  the  necessary  supplies.  If  taxes  were 
collected  in  kind,  if.  for  instance,  the  farmer  and 
mechanic  paid  in  their  surplus  produce,  then  the 
difficulty  would  not  exist,  as.  in  no  country  on 
earth,  is  there  so  great  a  surplus,  in  proportion  to 
its  population,  as  in  ours.  But  such  a  system  of 
taxes  is  impossible.  They  must  be  paid  in  mo- 
ney ;  and.  by  the  Constitution,  must  be  laid  uni- 
formly. What,  then,  is  the  effect  ?  The  taxes 
are  raised  in  every  part  of  this  extensive  country, 
uniformly  ;  but  the  expenditure  must,  in  its  na- 
ture, be  principally  confined  to  the  scene  of  mil- 
itary operations.  This  drains  the  circulating  me- 
dium from  one  part  and  accumulates  it  in  anoth- 
er, and  perhaps  a  very  distant  one.  The  result, 
said  he,  is  obvious.  Unless  it  can  return  through 
the  operation  of  trade,  the  parts  from  which  the 
constant  dram  takes  place  must  ultimately  be  im- 
poverished. Commercial  intercourse  is  the  true 
remedy  to  this  weakness  ;  and  the  meansby  which 
that  is  10  be  effected,  are  roails,  canals,  and  the 
coasting  trade.  On  these,  combined  with  domes- 
tic manufactures,  does  the  moneyed  capacity  of 
this  country,  in  war,  depend.  Without  them, 
not  only  will  we  be  unable  to  raise  the  necessary 
supplies,  but  the  currency  of  the  country  must 
necessarily  fall  into  the  greatest  disorder — such 
as  we  lately  experienced. 

Bui  on  this  subject  of  national  power,  what, 
said  Mr.  C,  can  be  more  important  tnan  a  per- 
fect unity  in  every  part,  in  feelings  and  senti- 
ments? And  what  can  tend  more  powerfully  to 
produce  it,  than  overcoming  the  effects  of  dis- 
tance? No  country,  enjoying  freedom,  ever  oc- 
cupied anything  like  as  great  an  extent  of  country 
as  this  Republic.  One  hundred  years  ago.  the 
most  profound  philosophers  did  not  believe  it  10 
be  even  possible.  They  did  not  suppose  it  possi- 
ble that  a  pure  Republic  could  exist  00  as  great 
a  scale  even  as  the  island  of  Great  Britain.  What 
then  was  considered  as  chimerical,  said  .Mr.  C, 
we  now  have  the  felicity  to  enjoy  ;  and,  what  is 
most  remarkable,  such  is  the  happy  mould  of  our 
Government,  so  well  are  the  Slate  and  general 
powers  blended,  that  much  of  our  political  hap- 
piness draws  its  origin  from  the  extent  of  our 
Republic.  It  has  exempted  us  from  most  of  the 
causes  which  distracted  the  small  Republics  of 
antiquity.  Let  il  not,  however,  be  forgotten,  let 
it,  said  he,  be  forever  kept  in  mind,  that  it  ex- 


poses us  to  the  greatest  of  all  calamities,  next  to 
the  loss  of  liberty,  and  even  to  that  in  its  conse- 
quence— disunion.  We  are  great,  and  rapidly — 
he  was  about  to  say  fearfully — growing.  This, 
said  he,  is  our  pride  and  danger — our  weakness 
and  our  strength.  Little,  said  Mr.  C  does  he  de- 
serve lo  be  intrusted  with  the  liberties  of  this 
people,  who  does  not  raise  his  mind  to  these 
truths.  We  ate  under  the  most  imperious  obli- 
gation to  counteract  every  tendency  to  disunion. 
The  strongest  of  all  cements  is,  undoubtedly,  the 
wisdom,  justice,  and.  above  all.  the  moderation 
of  this  House  ;  yet  ihe  great  subject  on  which  we 
are  now  deliberating,  in  this  respect,  deserves  the 
most  serious  consideration.  Whatever,  said  Mr. 
C,  impedes  the  intercourse  of  the  extremes  with 
this,  the  centre  of  ihe  Republic,  weakens  the 
Union.  The  more  enlarged  the  sphere  of  com- 
mercial circulation,  ihe  mure  extended  that  of 
social  intercourse;  the  more  strongly  are  we 
bound  together  ;  the  more  inseparable  are  our 
destinies.  Those  who  understand  the  human 
heart  best,  know  how  powerfully  distance  tends 
to  break  the  sympathies  of  our  nature.  Nothing, 
not  even  dissimilarity  of  language,  tends  more  to 
estrange  man  from  man.  Let  us  then,  said  Mr. 
C,  bind  the  Republic  together  with  a  perfect 
system  of  roads  and  canals.  Let  us  conquer 
space.  Il  is  thus  the  most  distant  parts  of  the 
Republic  will  be  brought  within  a  few  days  travel 
of  ihe  centre  ;  it  is  thus  that  a  citizen  of  the  West 
will  read  the  news  of  Boston  still  moist  from  ihe 
press.  The  mail  and  the  press,  said  he,  are  the 
nerves  of  the  body  politic.  By  them  the  slightest 
impression  made  on  the  most  remote  parts  is  com- 
municated lo  the  whole  system  ;  and  the  more 
perfect  the  means  of  transportation,  the  more 
rapid  and  true  the  vibration.  To  aid  us  in  this 
great  work,  lo  maintain  the  inlegnly  of  this  Re- 
public, we  inhabit  a  country  presenting  the  most 
admirable  advantages.  Belted  around,  as  it  is, 
by  lakes  and  oceans,  intersected  in  every  direc- 
tion by  bays  and  rivers,  the  hand  of  industry  and 
art  IS  templed  lo  improvement.  So  situated,  said 
he,  blessed  with  a  form  of  Government  at  once 
combining  liberty  and  strength,  we  may  reason- 
ably raise  our  eyes  to  a  most  splendid  future,  if 
we  only  act  in  a  manner  worthy  of  our  advan- 
tages. If,  however,  neglecting  them,  we  permit 
a  low,  sordid,  selfish,  and  sectional  spirit  to  lake 
possession  of  this  House,  this  happy  scene  will 
vanish.  We  will  divide,  and  in  i'-s  consequences 
will  follow  misery  and  despotism. 

To  legislate  for  our  country,  said  Mr.  C,  re- 
quires not  only  the  most  enlarged  views,  but  a 
species  of  self-devotion  not  exacted  in  any  other. 
In  a  country  so  extensive,  and  so  various  in  its 
interests,  what  is  necessary  for  the  common  good, 
may  apparently  be  opposed  to  the  interest  of  par- 
ticular sections.  Il  must  be  submitted  lo  as  the 
condition  of  our  greatness.  But  were  we  a  small 
Republic,  were  we  confined  to  the  ten  miles' 
square,  ihe  selfish  instincts  of  our  nature  might 
in  most  cases  be  relied  on  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs. 

Such,  then,  being  tiie  obvious  advantages  of 
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l^^rnal  i;aproreraeDts.  why,  said  Mr.  C,  should 
ykj[  Housai  hesitate  to  commence  the  system? 
^^  underrtood  there  were,  with  some  members, 
r-i'astKuitODal  objections.  The  power  of  Con- 
^fss  IS  objected  to — first,  that  they  have  none  to 
^l^i  roail  or  canal  through  a  State  without  its 
-sent;  and   next,  that  the  public  moneys  can 
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,||iljr  be  appropriated  to  effect  t'^he  particular  pow' 

♦j^Jenumerated  in  the  Constitution.     The  first  of 

if,»*,e  objections,  it  is  plain,  does  not  apply  to  this 


l^t     No  oariicuiar  road  or  canal  is  proposed  to 
il^fut  through  any  State.     The  bill  simply  ap- 
"i^riates.  money  to  the  general  purpose  of  im- 
r^iiig  tl,-*  means  of  communication.     When  a 
^1  15  int, educed   to  apply  the  money  to  a  par- 
tilar  object   in   any   State,   then,  and   not  till 
Li).  >»ill  the  question  be  fairly  before  us.     Mr. 
gave  nx)  opinion  on   this   point.     In  fact,  he 
jiircely   litought   it  worth  the  discussion,  since 
tK'e  good  *nse  of  the  Stales  might  be  relied  on. 
ley  will  in  all  cases  readily  yield  their  assent! 
31^  (ear  i>-  in  a  different  direction  ;  in  a  too  great 
;i|!itude   to  obtain  an   undue  share   to   be  ei- 
pto'Jed  within  their  respective  limits.     In  fact. 
l,-|,>.aid  he  understood  that  this  was  not  the  objec- 
x-g.^   insisttjd  on.     It  was  mainly  urged  that  the 
<.|ngress  can  only  apply   the  public   money  in 
e^l'CUtioQ  c^l  the  enumerated    powers.     He  was 
nk^advocat*^  for  refined  arguments  on  the  Consli- 
ii|iun.     The  instrument  was  not  intended  as  a 
"    SIS  tor  the  logician  to  exercise  his  ingenuity 
It  ought  to  be  construed  with  plain,  good 
se;  and   what  can   be  more  express  man  the 
islitutiou  on  this  very  point?     The  first  power 
gated    tv>   Congress    is    comprised     in    these 
'Is:  "Ttf  lay  and   collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
Kj-tt,  and  excises:  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide 
Jo    the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
ih     United  States;  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and 
J*r*",^shai4  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
*^^"k     ^1"'~~'^  power  is  given  to  lay  taxes  ; 
«fi.f«.  the  oljjects  are  enumerated  to  which   the 
lUv^iey  accriiing  from  the  exercise  of  this  power 
oxH-M  appned  ;  to  pay  the  debts,  provide  for  the 
ccAiiioa  delence,  and  promote  the  general  wel- 
**'^\  and  List,  the  rule  for   laying   the  taxes  is 

I'-jfibed— that  all  duties,  imports,  and  excises 
fe  be  undorm.     If  the  framers  had  intended 
am  iheAjse  of  the  money  to  the  powers  after- 
lus  eiiuoverated  and  detined.  nothing  could  be 
Jt  easy  ti.an  to  have  expressed  it  plainly.    He 
kujw  it  wa*  the  opinion  of  some,  that  the  words 
pay  thedebts,  and   provide  for  the  common 
nee  and:  general  welfare,"  which  he  had  just 
I.  were   not  intended   to   be   referred    to  the 
er  of  laying  taxes,  contained  in  the  first  part 
iie  section,  but  that  they  are  to  be  understood 
istinct  j»nd   independent  powers,  granted  m 
i^ral  teriijs;  and  are  gratified   by  a  more  de- 
d  enumirraiion  oi  powers  in   the  subsequent 
of  the  Constitution.     If  such  were  in  fact 
meanintf,  surely  nothing  can    be  conceived 
e  bungling  and  awkward  than  the  manner  in 
i;h  the  learners  have  communicated  their  in- 
te^;on.     ii'\l   were   their  intention   to   make  a 
Sw  ^mary  of  the  powers  of  Congress  in  general 


ra 


terms,  which  were  afterwards  to  be  particularly 
defined  and  enumerated,  they  should  hare   told 
us  so  plainly  and  distinctly  ;  and  if  the  words  -  to 
pay  the  debts,  and   provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general   welfare,"  were  intended   for 
this  summary,  they  should  have  headed  the  list 
of  our   powers,  and   it  should   have  been  stated 
that  to  effect  these  general  objects,  the  following 
specific    powers    were   granted.     He    asked    the 
members  to  read  the  section   with  attention  and 
It  would,  he  conceived,  plainly  appear  that  such 
could  not  be  the  intention.     The  whole  section 
seemed  to  him  to  be  about  taxes.     It  plainly  com- 
menced  and  ended  with  it,  and  nothing  could  be 
more  strained  than  to  suppose  the  intermediate 
words  •■  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare."  were   to  be 
taken    as    independent    and    distinct     powers.— 
Forced,  however,  as  such  a  construction  was  he 
might  admit  it.  and  urge  that  the  words  do  consti- 
tute a  part  of  the  enumerated  powers.     The  Con- 
stitution,  said  he,  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to 
establish   post  ofl5ces  and   post  roads.     He  knew 
the    interpretation  which    was  usually  given    to 
these  words  confined  our  power  to  that  of  desig- 
nating  only  the  post  roads;  but  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  word    'establish,"  comprehended  some- 
thing more.     But  suppose  the  Constitution  to  be 
silent,  said  Mr.  C.  why  should  we  be  confined  in 
the  application  of  money  to  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers?    There    is   nothing   in   the   reason    of  the 
thing,  that  he  could   perceive,  why  it  should  be 
so  restricted;  and  the  habitual  and  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  coincided  with  his  opin- 
ion.    Our  laws  are  full   of  instances  of  money 
appropriated   without  any  reference  to  the  enu- 
merated powers.     We  granted,  by  an  unanimous 
vote,  or  nearly  so,  filty   thousand   dollars  to  the 
distressed    inhabitants  of  Caraccas.  and   a  very 
large  sum,  at    two  different  times,  to  the  Saint 
Domingo  refugees.     If  we  are  restricted   in  the 
use  of  our  money  to  the  enumerated  powers  on 
what  principle,  said  he  can  the  purchase  of  Lou- 
isiana be  justified?      To  pas.s  over  many  other 
instances,  the  identical  power  which  is  now  the 
subject  of  discussion,   has.   in  several   instances 
been  exercised.     To  look  no  further  back,  at  the 
last   session  a  considerable  sum  was  granted  to 
complete  the  Cumberland  road.     In  reply  to  this 
uniform  course  of  legislation.  Mr.  C.  exi)ected  it 
would  be  said,  that  our  Constitution  was  founded 
on  positive  and  written   principles,  and  not  on 
precedents.     He  did  not  deny  the  position;  but 
he  introduced   these  instances  to  prove  the  uni- 
form sense  of  Congress. and  the  country,  (for  they 
had  not  been  objected  to.)  as  to  our  powers;  and 
surely,  said   he.  they  furnish  better  evidence  of 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  than 
the  most  refined  and  subtle  arguments. 

Let  It  not  be  urged,  that  the  construction  for 
which  he  contended  gave  a  dangerous  extent  to 
the  powers  of  Congre>s.  In  this  |H)int  of  view, 
he  conceived  it  to  be  more  safe  than  the  opposite. 
a\  giving  a  reasonable  extent  to  the  money  power. 
It  exempted  us  from  the  necessity  of  giving  a 
strained  and  forced  construction  to  the  other  enu- 
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merated  powers.  For  instance,  he  said,  if  the 
public  money  could  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana,  as  he  contended,  then  there  was  no 
Constitutional  difficulty  m  that  purchase;  but,  if 
It  could  not,  then  were  we  compelled  either  to 
deny  that  we  had  the  power  to  purchase,  or  to 
strain  some  of  the  enumerated  powers  to  prove 
our  right.  It  bad,  for  instance,  been  said,  that 
we  had  the  right  to  purchase,  under  the  power  to 
admit  new  States — a  construction,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  far  more  forced  than  the  one  for 
which  he  contended.  Such  are  my  views,  said 
he,  on  our  right  to  pass  this  bill. 

He  believed  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  would 
not    be    much    endangered     by    a    doubt    of  the 
power,  as  he  conceived  on  that  point  there  were 
not  many  who  were  opposed.     Tlie  mode  is  prin- 
cipally objected   to.     A  system,  it  is  contended, 
ought  to  be  presented  before  the  money  is  appro- 
priated.    He  thought  differently.     To  set  apart 
the  fund  appeared  to  him  to  be  naturally  the  first 
act;  at  least  he  took  it  to  be  the  only  practicable 
course.     A  bill  filled  with  details  would  have  but 
a  faint  prospect  of  passing.     The  enemies  to  any 
possible  system  in  detail  and  those  who  are  op- 
posed   in    principle,  would   unite  and  defeat   it. 
Though  he  was  unwilling  to  ipcorporate  details 
in  the  bill,  yet  he  was  not  adverse  to  presenting 
his  views  on  that  point.     The  first  great  object 
wa>  to  perfect  the  communication  from  Maine  to 
Louisiana.     This  might  be  fairly  considered  as 
the  principal  artery  of  the  whole  system.     The 
next  was  the  connexion  of  the   Lakes  with  the 
Hudson  river.     In  a  political,  commercial,  and 
military  point  of  view,  few  objects  could  be  more 
important.     The  next  object  of  cliief  importance 
was  to  connect  all  the  great  commercial  points 
on  the  Atlantic.  Philadelphia.  Baltimore,  Wash- 
ington,   Richmond,   Charleston,  and    Savannah, 
with  the  Western  States;  and.  finally,  to  perfect 
the  intercourse  between  the  West  and   New  Or- 
leans.    These   ^eemed    to  him  to    be  the    great 
object?.     There  were  others,  no  doubt  of  great 
importance,  which  would  receive  the  aid  of  Gov- 
ernment.    The  lund   proposed  to  be  set  apart  in 
this  bill  was  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  which  was  doubtless  too  small  to 
effect  such  great  objects  of  itself;  but  it  would  be 
a  good  beginning;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  when  it 
was  once  begun,  the  great  work  will  be  finished. 
If  the  bill  succeeds  at  the  next  session,  the  details 
can    be  arranged,  and    the   system  commenced. 
He  could  not  consider  iho^e  who  objected  merely 
to  the  mode   to   be  very   hearty  in  favor  of  the 
system.     Every  member  must   know  that  in  all 
great  measures  it  is  necessary  to  concede  some- 
thing— as  It  IS  impossible  to  make  ail  think  alike 
in  the  minutiae  of  the  measure  who  are  agreed 
in   principle.     A  deep  conviction  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the   thing  itself   is  almost  sure  to  be  ac- 
companied  with  a  liberal   spirit   of  concession. 
The  committee  who  introduced  this  bill  gave  it 
the  shape  in   their  opinion  the   most   proper  in 
itself  and  the  most  likely  to  succeed.     If  it  can- 
not pass  in  its  present  form  and  under  the  pres- 
ent circuauiances,  it  is  certainly  very  doubtful 


whether  it  erer  will.  He  felt  a  deep  solicitude 
in  relation  to  it.  He  was  anxious  that  this  Con- 
gress should  have  the  reputation  of  it,  and  he  was 
the  more  so,  on  account  of  the  feelings  which 
had  been  created  against  it.  No  body  of  men,  in 
his  opinion,  ever  better  merited  the  confidence  of 
the  country  than  this  Congress.  For  wisdom, 
firmness,  and  industry,  it  had  never  been  excelled. 
To  Its  acts  he  appealed  for  the  truth  of  his  asser- 
tions. The  country  already  began  to  experience 
the  benefit  of  its  foresight  and  firmness.  The 
diseased  state  of  the  currency,  which  many 
thought  incurable,  and  most  thought  could  not 
be  healed  in  so  short  a  time,  begins  to  exhibit 
symptoms  of  speedy  health.  Uninfluenced  by 
any  other  considerations  than  love  of  country  and 
duty,  said  he.  let  us  add  this  to  the  many  useful 
measures  already  adopted.  The  money  cannot 
be  appropriated  to  a  more  exalted  use.  Every 
portion  of  the  community,  the  farmer,  mechanic, 
and  merchant,  will  feel  its  good  effects;  and, 
what  IS  of  the  greatest  importance,  the  strength 
of  the  community  will  be  augmented,  and  its 
political  prosperity  rendered  more  secure. 

When   Mr.   Calhoun  had   concluded  his  re- 
marks, Mr.  Wright  moved,  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  bill,  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 
Mr.  PlCKERl.^o  said  he  did  not  admit  the  lati- 
tude of  construction  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  who  introduced 
the  bill,  to  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  which 
he  had  quoted.     Congress  had  power  'to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imports,  and  excises" — for 
what  purpose?  in  order '*  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United   States."     Hence,  the  gentle- 
man   inferred,    that  as  public    roads  and  canals 
would    promote    the    general    welfare,  therefore 
Congress  had  power  to  make  roads  and  canals. 
If  this  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  be  cor- 
rect, then  the  subsequent  enumeration  of  powers 
to  be  exercised  by  Congress  was  superfluous  ;  for 
the  terms  ••  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare," 
would  embrace  the  following  enumerated  pow- 
I  ers.  and  every  other  imaginable  power,  the  exer- 
I  cise  of  which  would  promote  the  "  general  wel- 
'  fare."     The  object    for  which    the  Constitution 
was  ordained,  is   explicitly  declared    to   be  '•  to 
promote  the  general  welfare  ;"  and  the  like  words 
at  the  head  of  the  specified   powers  appeared  to 
Mr.  P.  as  intended  to  mark  the  line  within  which 
the  powers  expressed  or  fairly  implied  should  be 
exercised  :  they  must  all  have  for  their  object  the 
•  general  welfare."     Then  follows  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  powers  granted  to  Congress :  all  o{ 
which  are  manifestly  calculated  "  to  promote  the 
general    welfare.  '       From    the   specific    powers 
granted  to  Congress  "  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads,"  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had    inferred,  that  Congress  had  power  to  make 
roads,   on    which    the    post  riders  might  travel. 
This  construction  Mr.  P.  believed  to  be  altogether 
erroneous.     He  remembered  that  the  supposition, 
that  Congress  might,  under  that  clause,  exercise 
the  power  of  making  roads,  in  any   State,  and 
where  they  pleased,  was  offered  as  a  serious  oh- 
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^«ition  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  in  the 
^roventipn  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  Mr.  P. 
t?ien  livt'pg  in  that  State)  was  a  member.  And 
B>  recoJLction  was  probably  the  more  perfect, 
['Cause  he  answered  the  objections,  observing 
I'iit  the  fspwer  '•  to  establish  po-t  offices  and  post 
L'»d.s,"         '  •       -      ' 


be  severed  by  ambition  or  faction.  -The  distant 
boatman,  the  distant  merchant  make  use  of  the 
canal,  and  by  that  means  enhance  the  value  of  the 
farmer's  produce,  and  reduce  the  price  of  mer- 
chandise necessary  for  his  comfort.     The  inhab- 

„    •*,,  ,  r r--- 1  "a'Hs  of  Its  immediate  vicinity  derive  no  material 

cu^ild  intend  no  more  than  the  power  to    advantajres  from  it  which  are  not  shared  in  nearlir 


liect  wh,re   post  offices  should  be   kept  and  on 

lUat   roajs  the    mails  should    be  carried;    and 

«  answt-r  appeared    then  to  be  entirely  satis- 

ory.     ■! 

I3ut  while  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
_  peating,  it  had  occurred  to  Mr.  P.,  that  if 
Egress  Sad  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals, 
must  necessarily  be  an  implied  one.  and  under 
;  ex pres,,  power  "to  regulate  commerce  witii 
rigti  nations  and  among  the  several  States,  and 


>Tih  the  Indian   tribes."     To  give   facility  and 
"f^vlf  to  foreign  commerce,  and  to  that  between 
l^  tseverai  States,  in  what  is  called  the  coasting 
t.^iiie,  Corv^ress  had  caused  light- houses  and  bea- 
^ifj  to  be  erected,  piers  in  rivers  to  he  construct 
*^,vand  ihc  coast  to  be  surveyed,  to  ascertain  and 
j  l^ijk  dan^frous  shoals.     But  commerce  (which 
c^ift-isted  ifi    the  exchange  of  commodities)  was 
c|rfied  on  -by  land,  as  well  as   by  water  ;  and    if 
(  Mgress,  rtnder  the  clause  for   rrgulaiing  com- 
-tfe  couU  rightfully  do,  what,  from  the'forma 
ifof  the  CJuvernraeiit.  they  had  been  doing  and 
rout  a  s;tigle  objection— erecting  light  houses, 
ons,  and   pier»,  to  give  facility  and  safety   to 
[iimerce  hy  water;  why  should   tliey  not  exer- 
i  the  like  power  to  facilitate,  secure  and  render 
-.  expensive,  by  means  of  roads  and  canals,  the 
.merce  by  land?     This,  as  it  had  occurred. 
P.  suggested  for  consideration. 
Ir.  Root,  of  New   York,  moved  an  amend- 
tt   to  ibe   section,  (taking  precedence  of  Mr. 
OHT'8)»bystrikiugojt  the  words  "roa-ls  and." 
*  to  coafine   ihe  application  of  the  fund  ex- 
ively  lo^canals. 
..f'-   Roor  proceeded  to  support  his  motion; 
aiiJ»  said,  it  the  national  resources  were  to  be  di 
rJ  loihe  internal  improvement  of  the  country, 
bem  be  applied  to  objects  the  least  interfering 
State  policy,  with  Siate  rights  and  sover'- 
iijy.and  the  best  calculated  toproraoie  ihegen- 
wellar*;  and  to  aid  in  the  regulation  of  com- 
D^tf-     Toese  provisions  iq   the  Constitution  he 
p.^omed   xvould   chiedy    be  relied  on  as  giving 
P<^#r   to  Congress   to  act  at  all  upon  these  sub 
Jfjf     It  wuuld  hardly  be  pretended,  tie  said,  that 
l8^|uthoricy  to  establish  post  othces  confers  the 
•r  to  lay  out  and    work   roads  in  despite  ot 
|fjf  regulations.     The  corstruciion  of  roads  is 
||nici|)al  regulation,  generally  much  more  lim 
|5n  Its  operation  than  the  coufiut-s  ot  a  Slate, 
fipt  m  some  great  leading  roads,  the  conve- 
ne of  counties  and  towns  and  even  of  nei^h- 
<it>ods,  is;and    ought  to  be.  chiefly  consulted, 
[s.  said  .-Mr.  R.,  even  great  leading  ones,  are 
;  more    by  the  inhabiianis  ol   iheir  viciniiy 
>:  by  travellers  Iruiu  a  distance.     Not  »o  witn 
>is.     They  may  connect  distant  States;  unite 
»i>V<a»mercjal  connexions  remote   parts  of    the 
o»«<Q,  and  chain  ihem  together  in  bands  not  to 

li 

r  » 


r«\Kr> 


an  equal  degree  by  their  more  remote  neighbors 
unless,  as   sometimes  may  happen,  a  village  or 
town  shall  spring  up  in  consequence.     Canals  are 
therefore,  said  he.  more  properly  an  object  of  na- 
tional   regard.     Let  your    surplus    treasure,  Mr. 
Chairman,  for  it  would  seern  that  you  have  much 
of  It,  and  I  shall  not  urge  the   more   rapid  reduc- 
tion ot  the  public   debt,  nor  the  repeal  of  any  of 
the  taxes  at  this  time;  let  your  surplus  treasure 
destined  by  this  bill,  not  to  be  wasted.  I  hope,  but 
to  the  achievement  of  great  schemes  of  national 
grandeur,  be  directed  exclusively  to  the  construc- 
tion of  canals.     Gentlemen,  said   Mr.    R.,  may 
suppose  that  I  have  my  eye  directed  to  the  con- 
templated great  canal  to  connect  the  water?  of  the 
upper   lakes  with  those  ol    the  Hudson   river.     I 
have,  sir,  I  candidly    confes.o,  I  have.     If  we  are 
to  go  on  tn  this  way  ;  if  we  are  to  expend  the 
national  resources  on  objects  of  this  kind,  said  he 
without  waning  to  examine  our  Constitutional 
powers.  I  wish    to  see  a  great   national  work  ac- 
compli>hed  ;  to  see  the  water?  of  the  Lakes  con- 
nected   with    the   Hudson    and    the   Mississippi 
Michigan  with    the  Wisconsin   and  the  Illinois' 
and  Erie  with  the  Wabash  and  Ohio.     The  inter- 
course between   the  Eastern  and  Western  States 
might  then  form  a  ligature  and  a  cement  which 
no  Hartford  Convention  could  ever  dissolve. 

Mr   R.  proceeded  to  show  that  a  fund  set  apart 
for  the  construction  of  roads  would  not  only  ope- 
rate  very   unequa.ly   upon   different   States,  but 
might  prove  prejudicial   to  the  roads  themselves. 
From  what  he  had  heard  stated,  he  said,  he  pre- 
sumed that  the  Hrst  object  was  the  great  leading 
post   road  from   Portland  to  Savannah,  and  per- 
haps he  might  say  from  Wi.vjasset,  or  even  the 
bay  of  Passamaquoddy  to  St.  Mary's.  This  road, 
he   said,  was  already  made  from  Wilmington  iii 
Delaware,  to  Portland  in  Maine,  and  he  believed 
still  further  eastward,     it  is  generally  turnpiked, 
and   by   incorporated  companies,   who  own   the 
road,  receive  a   toll,  and  are   bound  to  keep  it  in 
repair.     Will  those  corporations,  he  asked,  per- 
mit  you  to  apply  any  portion  of  your  fund  on 
their  roads,   under  your  direction,  and    without 
their  consent?     They  might  thank   you  for  the 
money,  but  never  permit  you  to  les>eu  their  tolls, 
nor  to  work  upon  the  roads.  Jnless  corresponding 
with  their  wishes  and  under  their  direction.     If 
you  were  to  attempt  to  lay  out  a  new  road,  or  to 
assume  to  yourselves  the  present  one,  1  imagine, 
said  Mr.  R.,  that  you   would  find  yourself  une- 
qual to  the  task  of  its  execution.     An  assessment 
of  damages  to  individuals  or  corporations,  by  au- 
thorities under  your  control,  and  an  enforcement 
of  your  assumed  powers,  might  meet  with  some 
little  obstacle  from  State  obstinacy,  if  you  please, 
and  eventually   induce   you  to   believe  that  you 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject.   Your  money 
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and  yoar  lolls,  authority  and  all,  would  then  sink 
into  one  common  grave. 

A  cood  road  from  Baltimore,  said  Mr.  R.,  to 
this  Metropolis  is  nearly  completed.  The  art  of 
constructing  turnpike  roads,  and  he  might  say 
science,  loo,  for  it  was  reduced  to  a  science,  was 
travelling.  Iikeempire,  from  the  East  to  the  West, 
and  to  the  Southwest.  It  would  presently  find 
it5  way.  aided  by  "  the  wise  men  of  the  East," 
from  this  city  even  through  Virginia,  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  Georgia.  The  enterprise  of  individu- 
als and  corporations,  of  capitalists,  under  the  fos- 
tering care  of  Stale  Legislatures,  already  wise, 
but  daily  becoming  more  so,  will  eventually 
effect  the  object. 

But  suppose,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  you  make  a  good 
road  at  the  national  expense  through  those  States 
which  have  neglected  to  provide  for  themselves  ? 
A  South  Carolinian  or  Georgian  may  find  a  trip 
to  Congress  more  easy  and  pleasant,  but  is  it  fair 
to  tax  the  industrious  and  provident  to  make 
reads  for  the  ne^^ligent?  It  would  not  be  pre- 
tended, he  presumed,  that  the  United  Stales  were 
to  erect  gales  and  gather  tolls  on  the  roads  of 
their  construction.  How  unfair,  then,  would  it 
be  to  give  a  free  road  to  the  negligent,  and  sub- 
ject the  people  to  the  east  and  to  the  north  of 
this  city  lo  the  jtayment  of  tolls?  It  would  be 
granting  a  bounty  to  negligence,  which  justice  as 
well  as  policy  forbids.  The  impolicy  of  the 
measure  tnust  be  evident  to  every  discerning 
mind. 

An  accumulating  fund  is  created  for  certain 
definite  objects,  no  part  of  which  will  probably 
be  applied 'for  several  years.  In  the  meantime 
all  individual,  corporate,  and  State  exertion  will 
be  suspended,  in  the  hope  of  sharing  in  the  na- 
tional bounty.  The  most  negligent  will  hope  to 
share  the  mnst.  as  their  roads  will  be  in  the  worst 
condition  ;  and  even  in  tho^e  States  where  the 
roads  are  at  present  in  good  order  they  may  be 
suffered  to  go  out  of  repair,  in  hopes  by  that 
means  to  come  in  for  a  share  of  the  national 
fund.  But  a  worse  evil  still  is  to  grow  out  of 
this  measure  if  adopted.  Congress  are  hereafter 
to  direct  the  application  of  the  fund.  What  a 
scene  of  intrigue,  scrambling,  and  bargaining 
may  it  not  exhibit ! — give  me  this,  and  I  will  give 
you  that,  may  hereafter  become  the  arguments 
addressed  to  honorable  members.  He  wished  to 
preserve  the  purity  of  legislation  unsullied — un- 
contaminated  by  anything  of  the  kind. 

.Vlr.  R.  observed  that  he  could  not  distinctly 
discern  the  policy  of  setting  apart  any  particular 
fund  for  a  parti  ular  object.  When  any  proper 
object  of  national  expendiiurf  was  presented  to 
his  mind  he  would  vole  for  it,  if  the  finances  of 
the  country  would  justify  the  disbursement,  and 
he  cared  not  from  what  source  of  revenue  the 
money  was  derived.  His  only  care  would  be  to 
have  it  faithfully  and  economically  applied.  It 
was  true,  he  observed,  that  certain  portions  of  the 
revenues  had  been  set  apart  and  pledged  to  cer- 
tain purposes  ;  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually to  be  derived  from  the  customs,  were  per- 
manently appropriated  to  the  civil  list,  but  this 


probably  grew  out  of  that  care  which  members 
of  a  former  Congress,  as  well  as  of  this,  felt  for 
themselves — charity  began  at  home.  A  milli^ 
and  a  quarter  of  the  sales  of  land  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  were  pledged  to  Georgia,  and  five 
per  cent,  of  tlie  sales  of  land  in  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana are  to  be  applied  to  ihe  making  of  roads  in 
and  10  those  States.  These  pledges,  said  he, 
grew  out  of  contracts,  the  first  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  the  con&ideraiion  of  the  cession  of  that 
couniry  by  Georgia  lo  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
latter  in  consideration  that  the  United  Slates 
land  within  those  States  should  be  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  He  be- 
lieved, he  said,  that  ihe  Western  lands  were 
originally  pledged  lo  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  but  he  imagined  that  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  could  hardly  distinguish 
the  money  derived  from  a  land  office,  from  that 
derived  from  a  custom-houseor  an  office  of  excise. 

He  did  not  like  pledges  ;  they  would  either  be 
broken  in  ca-es  of  emergency,  or  embarrass  the 
fiscal  operations  of  Government.  Suppose,  said 
Mr.  R..  that  you  had  had,  in  the  session  of  1814 
and  1815,  an  accumulated  fund  of  ten  millions, 
solemnly  pledged  to  the  construction  of  roads 
and  canals,  would  you  not  have  touched  it? 
Would  you  not  have  seized  upon  it  to  save  your 
sinking  credit,  and  to  feed  and  clothe  your  army? 
Yes.  sir.  you  would  have  done  it,  and  the  occa- 
sion would  have  justified  the  measure.  What 
would  you  say  of  an  individual,  Mr.  Chairman ; 
what  should  we  all  say.  of  a  man — a  planter,  for 
instance — of  large  estate,  who  should  pledge  his 
crdp  of  wheat  to  one  object  of  expenditure,  his 
tobacco  to  another,  his  corn  lo  another,  and  his 
cotton  lo  another,  and  by  some  device  should 
attempt  to  put  it  out  of  his  own  power  to  change 
the  direction  ?  to  endeavor  to  put  it  out  of  his 
own  power  to  apply  any  portion  of  the  avails  of 
an  abundant  crop  of  one  kind  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency of  another  sort,  which  might  happen  to 
fail  ?  We  should  to  say  the  best  of  him,  declare 
his  conduct  very  indiscreet.  Mr.  R.  concluded 
by  expressing  a  wish  that  we  might  have  one 
great  national  purse,  well  replenished,  and  that 
Congress  might,  from  time  to  time,  order  liberal, 
but  not  lavish  disbursements  for  every  object 
which  may  be  well  calculated  to  render  this  na- 
tion great,  prosperous,  and  happy. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  next  rose.  He 
W^as  opposed  lo  the  bill  because  it  was  vague, 
general,  and  unsatisfactory;  because,  in  fact,  it 
professed  much  and  meant  nothing.  Where  it 
was  free  from  these  objections  there  were  others  : 
it  spoke  of  a  pledge  where  there  was  no  pledge; 
Congress  had  no  power  in  this  way  to  make  one; 
it  gave  rise  to  no  correspondent  right  vested 
in  individuals  or  bodies  corporate;  no  interest; 
could  be  repealed  by  any  succeeding  Legislature  ; 
and  had  no  one  feature  of  what  it  was  called,  a 
pledge.  The  bill,  he  said,  was  too  general,  and 
where  it  was  specific,  it  was  equally  obnoxious 
lo  criticism.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (.Mr.  Caluou.n.)  from  the  wide  range  of  his 
magnificent  views,  had  singled  out,  as  alone  de- 


iff 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


864 


huemal  Imfrovement. 


Jurying  itie  attention  of  the  General  Governmeal 
i-'jads  anil  canaJs.  Education  had  been  forgot- 
^in;  edu^atiun.  un  which  depended  the  existence 
»^l  this  Republic;  he  could  concider  no  subject  of 
[.f  much  importance;  none  which  so  urgently  re- 
^iiired  ih^  aid  and  intervention  of  a  wi.^e  Adaiin- 
uation.  The  peo[)le  here  are  the  foundation, 
«Uc  essenrJal  constituents  of  the  Government;  on 
I'pr  wis.lom  depends  its  wisdom ;  on  their  de 
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4(>iion  to  freedom  depends  its  safety.  I  would 
«|eDgthen    the  foundation  before  I  ornamented 

t*  ediSc*;.  There  is  nothing  wonderful  iu  this 
lerae  about  roads  and  canals;  it  does  not  sur- 

^f^se   by  its  novelty,  or  enrapture  by  its  utility; 

►i»ier  Governments  have  eflected  these  things  on 
j^»us  evto    more   ;nagnificent  than  we  propose. 

fflgland  and  France  have  set  us  the  example. 
f  far  a  the  prosperity  of  nations  depends  on 
tjrks  of  this  description,  there  is  scarcely  a  des- 
ic^ism  that  may  aot  set  up  high  claims ;  have 
•^jry  ever:  endeavored  to  enlighten  the  people? 
iij.  Have  we?  ,\o ;  because  we  are  humble 
Llitators.  Did  the  happiness  of  a  people  ever 
,:*er  into  the  scheme  of  Administratjah  ?  No. 
jttirer;  bu't  they  have  been  sufficiently  kind  to 
J.5nl  out  the  means  and  facilitate  the  efforts  of 
J^reasiDg  wealth;  and  for  what?  That  they 
;^"*,'ht  aft.rwards  tilch  it  from  them  by  taxes,  or 
*»,*:  It  from  them  by  robbery,  to  expend  in  wars. 
Liroads,  (janab.  palaces,  anil  other  splendid  dis- 
|*ys.  which  highminded  Governments  are  al- 
Uys  prouU  to  boast.  1  say  again,  let  us  educate 
Ml  insiriict  the  people.  Nature  makes  man  ; 
rtcaiion  makes  social  man  ;  it  is  a  .second  crea- 
{i-  On  the  good  sense  and  virtue  of  a  people 
Jffff  nd  rejiublicaniMu.  Their  wealth  may  be  in- 
^St*4sed  by  roads  and  canals;  but  this  wealth,  if 

not    distributed   amonir   the 

id 


i^?ause  ihey  are  not  permuted  to  labor  and  to 
«r»>jy  the  fruits  of  iheir  labor  in  their  own  way  ; 
«rt<ers  officiously  must  intermeddle.  Their  gov- 
^t^ors  know  much  better  than  they  how  to  man- 
ij4  their  s,ffairs,  and  all  this  euds  in  the  misery 
'r<f  ignorance  and  slavery  of  the  many,  and  the 
«^*-upuou,  bloated  insolence.and  unbridled  power 
•  |lhe  lew.  The  Consiiiuiiou  of  the  United 
UJIies  is  an  anomaly;  the  friends  of  England 
Wfct  to  assimilate  it  to  the  British  form  of  Gov- 
•jpment.  It  certainly  a  little  more  resembles 
x%.  I  Government  than  the  Government  of  Tur- 
k:  ;  but  It  IS  totally  different.  My  miiiJ  can 
i£i^gine  1,0  two  things  more  opposite  than  an 
6f<(;tive  and  an  hereditary  Government ;  they  are 
'^ajtftd  antipodes.  If  our  Constitution  then  is 
iplel  and  singular,  so  let  our  Administration  be. 
fpj  us  not.  servilely  copy  from  Earope^he  course 
;4  jpolicy  yvhich  we  ought  to  pursue;  and  espe- 
^aSly  as  4II  other  nations  have  been  ruined  by 
l$j|Olation;let  us  not  split  on  that  rock.  Let  us 
jA«(^e  the  ixperiment  of  leaving  a  people  to  them- 
^ilfe?,  anU  as  we  do  not  now  allow  individuals 
^•iQterlet;e  wnti  each  other  in  the  exercise  of 
^|ir  righ'.s,  so  let  us  bk  a  Government  lay  the 


same  restraint  upon  ourselves  ;  rely  upon  it  things 
will  go  on  as  well.  There  is  at  least  as  much 
wisdom  out  of  all  Governments  as  in  them. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  he  had  objected  to  tkis  bill 
because  it  was  too  general ;  he  wished  to  under- 
stand it  more  specifically;  he  wished  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  to  descend  a  little  into 
detail.  His  own  mind  was  one  of  that  sort  de- 
scribed by  the  gentleman,  which  could  not  with 
ease  embrace  or  would  not  admit  grand  and  mag- 
nificent views  without  something  like  explana- 
tion and  examination.  He  was  unreasonable 
enough  to  wish  to  know  some  such  facts  as  these  : 
where  and  when  and  by  whom  were  these  roads 
and  canals  to  ue  made;  who  was  to  have  the 
care  and  management  of  them  ?  Was  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  interfere  in  this  sort  of  mere 
police  ?  He  thought  it  belonged  more  properly 
to  individuals  or  to  the  States. 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  being  ad- 
verse to  internal  improvements;  far  from  a.     I 
hope,  said  .Mr.  R.,  I  am  not  so  dull  as  not  to  ap- 
preciate their  value,  or  to  approve  the  views  gen- 
erally of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.     I 
differ  with   hira   in   regard  to  their  relative  im- 
portance ;  I   prefer   improving  the  minds  of  the 
citizens  of  the  country  ;    the  gentleman   would 
rather  improve  the  country  itself.     Although,  too, 
I  admire  the  brilliant  picture  which  the  gentle- 
man has  presented  to  us  in   his  discourse,  it  does 
not  follow  that   I  should  support  his  bill,  which 
seems  to  me  not  very  intimately  connected  with 
it  or  calculated   to  effect  any  purpose  whatever. 
Good  roads  and  canals  are  of  undisputed  impor- 
tance.    I  agree  10  all  the  advantages  whicli  have 
been  attributed  to  them;  there  is  indeed  but  one 
opinion  in  this  regard.     Are  there  no  other  pub- 
lic works  of  equal  consequence?     What  will  be 
objected  to  establishing  schools,  clearing  out  and 
embanking   rivers,   deepening   harbors,  draining 
marshes;  why  appropriate  exclusively  for  the  ob- 
jects embraced  by  this  bill  ?     The  question  now 
is,  by  what  power  are  the>e  and  other  improve- 
ments of  a  similar  kind  to  be  effected  ?     Gentle- 
men contend   that  they  belong   to  the  General 
Government.     I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
they  had   better  be  left  to  the  regulation  of  the 
Stales.     They  are  in  their  nature  internal  ;  they 
are  minute  and  involved  in  detail ;  they  require 
a  close  and  ready  supervi.sion ;  they  are  of  the 
nature  of  police  ;  they  require,  m  fact,  the  agency 
of  officers  and  laws  which  are  to  be  found  only 
in  the  institutions  uf  the  individual  States.     The 
General  Government,  from  its  nature,  from  the 
force  of  the  term,  should  engage  in  business  of  a 
general  description  ;  should  provide  for  the  gene- 
ral welfare;  should  make  peace  and  war.     fwill 
not    recapitulate    the    broadly  extended    powers 
which  it  possesses,  and  to  which  it  should  confine 
Itself.     A  clear  line  of  demarcation  ought  to  be 
drawn    between    the    United    States   and    State 
eovernments.     Interference  ought  to  be  avoided. 
Let  the  one  attend  to  internal  improvement,  the 
other  to  the  great  concern  of  this  nation  in  regard 
to  toreign  nations — in  relation  to  the  sovereign 
States  which  form  this  Confederacy,  and  their 
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clear  general  powers   of  an  external   character,  j  what  did  we  owe  our  prosperity  ?     He  would  tell 


and   their  acknowledged  specified  powers  of  an 
internal  nature. 

Before  we  pass,  then,  finally  on  this  proposi- 
tion, It  is  necessary  to  be  assured  that  it  involves 
no  violation  of  the  Constitution.  I  cannot  agree 
in  the  loose  manner  of  construing  that  instrument, 
which  has  been  recommended  and  adopted  by  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina.  He  will  not  con- 
sider it  as  a  thesis  to  be  too  strictly  examined.  I 
care  not  what  it  is  called  ;  it  is  the  charter  of  the 
rights  of  this  Government;  it  is  its  grant  of 
power.  I  will  not  approach  it  irreverently,  or 
pass  by  it  slightingly.  Without,  however,  ex- 
pressing any  opinion  on  its  bearing  on  the  present 
question,  I  prefer  a  plan  which  it  is  my  purpose 
to  propose  by  way  of  amendment,  that  will  at 
least  obviate  this  difficulty.  If  the  United  States 
have  money  to  spare,  let  it  be  distributed  among 
the  States  to  be  applied  to  works  of  internal  im- 
provement. The  States  are  bett«r  judges  of  their 
wants  and  interests;  they  know  best  whether 
they  most  require  roads  or  canals,  or  schools,  or 
dykes,  or  embankments.  They  can  more  conve- 
niently, too,  give  that  attention  which  objects  of 
this  nature  demand.  They  can  more  successfully 
provide  against  profuse  and  wasteful  expenditure. 
This  plan,  too,  possesses  other  advantages.  It 
will  prevent  the  disgraceful  scene  which  will  be 
exhibited  in  this  House,  when  we  shall  be  called 
upon  to  designate  the  position  and  course  of  the 
contemplated  roads  and  canals,  when  all  our 
local  feelings  will  be  up  in  arras,  and,  under  a 
pretence  of  general  benefit,  we  shall  have  in  view 
exclusively  the  interests  of  the  State  or  district 
which  we  represent.  There  are  already,  neces- 
sarily, causes  enough  of  this  unpleasant  and  dan- 
gerous hostility.  We  had  belter  diminish  than 
add  to  their  number.  But,  above  all,  it  is  free 
from  Constitutional  objection,  and  leaves  with 
the  independent  and  sovereign  members  of  this 
Confederation  the  care  of  internal  improvements, 
peculiarly  their  province,  unless  indeed  we  are 
to  have  in  practice  what  is  anxiously  wished 
by  many— one  grand,  magnificent,  consolidated 
empire. 

Mr.  R.  could  not  readily  realize  the  magnitude 
of  the  present  plan — a  road  from  Maine  to  Louis- 
isiana.  England,  about  as  lar^e  as  one  of  our 
eighteen  Slates,  with  a  dense  population,  had 
some  hundred  miles  of  turnpike   road.     France 


gentlemen  to  what  we  did  not  owe  it:  We  did 
not  owe  it  to  legislation;  we  owed  it  to  circum- 
stances independent  of  laws;  we  owed  it  to  our- 
Constitution,  to  our  soil  and  climate,  to  our  in- 
creasing population,  to  our  exemption  from  the 
paternal  eare  of  Government. 

Mr.  R.  believed  that  internal  improvements 
had  better  be  left  to  the  States  ;  that  the  subjects 
would  be  better  selected  by  them  and  better  at- 
tended to.  He  concluded  his  remarks  by  offering 
an  amendment,  directing  that  the  fund  should  be 
distributed  among  the  several  States  according  to 
their  representation,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  such 
objects  of  improvement  as  they  might  think 
proper. 

The  amendment  not  however  being  in  order 
pending  Mr.  Root's  motion,  was  suspended  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  Root's  motion  to  limit  the  application  of 
the  funds  to  cana/«  alone  having  been  negatived, 
the  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Robertson's  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  apportion  the  fund 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  their  rep- 
resentation in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  applied  to 
such  objects  of  improvement  as  they  might  think 
proper. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  observed,  that  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  enter  into  the  general  discussion 
of  the  subject;  he  wished  only  to  say  that  he 
had  long  thought  that  there  were  no  two  subjects 
which  would  engage  the  attention  of  the  National 
Legislature  more  worthy  of  its  deliberate  consid- 
eration, than  those  of  internal  improvements  and 
domestic  manufactures.  He  rose,  however,  prin- 
cipally to  express  his  thanks  to  the  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoon) 
for  bringing  this  bill  before  Congress,  and  for  the 
able  and  luminous  view  which  he  had  submitted 
to  the  Committee,  of  the  importance  and  utility 
of  internal  improvements,  and  to  oppose  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana.  He  conceived  the  first  and  only  step 
necessary  to  be  taken  at  the  present  session,  was 
to  set  apart  and  make  an  inviolable  pledge  of  the 
fund.  If  we  attempt  anything  beyond  this;  if 
we  touch  the  details;  if  we  go  into  a  specifica- 
tion of  the  objects  on  which  the  fund  is  to  be  ex- 
pended, the  inevitable  effect  will  be.  that  we  shall 
do  nothing.  Whether  it  was  better  to  establish 
a  board  lor  the  appropriation  of  the  fund,  or  to 


with  comparatively  narrow  limits,  and  25,000,000  :  distribute  it  among'the  several  States,  and  what 
of  inhabitants,  had   also  hers  ;  and  we,  with  a  I  were  the  national  objects  which  demand  its  ap- 
sparse  population,  scattered  over  a  boundless  ex-  |  plication,  were   posterior  questions,  which  ought 
lent  of  country,  were  all  at  once   far  to  outstrip    to  be  discussed  and  decided  hereafter. 
either,  with  our  artificial  road  of  3.000  miles;        Mr.  C.  said  that,  as  to  the  Constitutional  point 


which  had  been  made,  he  had  not  a  doubt  on  his 
mind  ;  but  it  was  not  necessary,  in  his  judgment, 
to  embarrass  the  passage  of  the  bill  with  the  argu- 
ment of  that  point  at  this  time.    It  was  a  sufficient 


because,  too,  they  had  no  rivers,  and  found  canals 
of  great  utility,  we,  with  the  fine  and  innumera- 
ble rivers,  furnishing  convenient  and  natural 
navigation,  were  also  to  have  our  canals. 

Mr.  R.  would  repeat  again  his  objection  to  too  !  answer,  tosay  that  the  power  was  not  now  to  be  ex- 
much  intermeddling  on  the  part  of  the  General  ercised.  It  was  proposed  merely  to  designate  the 
Government ;  he  could  trace  all  the  evils  of  na-  fund,  and,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  proceeds  of  it 
tions  to  this  spirit.  He  believed  they  were  un  came  in.  to  invest  them  m  the  funded  debt  of  the 
happy  and  wretched  in  proportion  to  the  degree  UnitedStates.  Itwouldthusbedccumulaiing;  and 
of  management  on  the  part  of  Government.  To  i  Congress  could,  at  some  future  day,  examine  into 
I4iti  Coy.  2d  Sess.— 28 
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.  4<irted.     It  might  distribute  it  among  those  ob- 

;  'Jets  of  private  enterprise  which  called   for  na- 

,'  ;»onal    patronage,  in  the  form  of  subscriptions  to 

-  t^e  capitiil  stock  cf  incorporated  companies,  such 

?'.Ti|  that  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal, 

i.^d    other    similar    institutions.      Perhaps    that 

liight  bft  the  best  way  to  employ  the  fund  ;  but 
"Jv"  repeated,  that  this  was  not  the  time  to  go  into 
"ii^at  inquiry. 

i  <  With  regard  to  the  general  importance  of  the 
^[■ifoposition — the  effect  of  internal  improvements 
■  Kji  cementing  the  Union — in  facilitating  internal 

[fade — in  augmenting  the  wealth  and  the  popu- 
[intion  of  the  country,  he  would  not  consunae  the 
mme  o(  ihe  Committee  in  discussing  those  inler- 

J45ting  topics,  after    the  able   manner  in   which 

iftiey  had  been  treated  by  his  friend  from  South 

Jtrarolina;     In   reply   to  those   who  thought  that 

Jirternal  »^provements   had  better  be  left  to  the 

iitveral  dilates,  he  would  ask,  he  would   put  it  to 

^aie  candi»r  of  every  one.  if  there  were  not  various 

^objects  13  whicli  many  States  were  interested, 

*aad  whicjh.  requiring  therefore  their  joint  co-<?|)e- 

»r»ition,   u^ould,   if  not  taken   up   by  the  General 

C(^fOvernroent.  be  neglected,  either  for  the  want  of 

*rSf80urcei  or  from   the   difficulty   of   regulating 

-'Aeir   re^^eciive  contributions?      Such  was  the 

j(*ise  wiU.  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 

;iie  Ohio  at  the  rapids ;  the  canal,  from  the  Hud- 

|.<4q  to  thf;  Lakes;  the  great  turnpike  road,  paral- 

^Ij^l  with    the   coa:-t.    from    Maine   to   Louisiana. 

,  ,  I'^hese.  and  similar  objects,  were  stamped  with  a 

'•StTiiional  .character ;  and   they  required  the  wis- 

•ttom  and  the  resources  of  the  nation  to  accom- 

^j|lish  them.     No  particular  Siaie  felt  an  individ- 


i 

* 

f4e  constitutionality  of  the  question;  and,  if  it  J  points,  will  be  diminished  in  the  proportion  of 
rss  the  jiower.  it  would  exercise  it;  if  it  has  not, ,  five-eighths,or,inother  words,  they  will  be  brought 
^le  Con'-titution,  there  could  be  very  little  doubt,  |  five  davs  nearer  to  each  other.  Similar  results 
yould  be  so  amended  as  to  confer  it.  It  was  will  follow  wherever  this  species  of  improvement 
%uite  obfious,  however,  that  Congress  might  so  is  effected.  My  friend  from  Louisiana  says,  his 
'  -^^ireci  thf  applicafion  of  the  fund,  as  not  to  inter-  State  wants  no  roads.  Does  she  want  no  levees  7 
L  re  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  several  States.  ;  But  Mr.  C.  conceived  that  no  Stale  was  more 
d   thu-.  avoid   the  difficulty   which    had    been     interested   in    the  making  of  good   roads.     The 

most  vulnerable  to  a  foreign  enemy  of  all  the 
points  of  our  country,  Louisiana  is,  at  the  same 
time,  the  most  dependent  upon  the  other  parts  of 
the  Union  for  the  means  of  her  defence.  Is  she 
not,  therefore,  deeply  interested  in  multiplying 
the  channels  by  which  those  means  may  be  trans- 
ported to  her?  If  two  great  roads,  the  one 
following  the  valley  of  the  Ohio,  and  that  of  the 
Mississippi;  and  the  other,  the  maritime  coast, 
shall  terminate  at  New  Orleans,  will  not  the  se- 
curity of  Louisiana  be  greatly  increased  ? 

Mr.  C.  owned  that  he  felt  anxiously  desirous  for 
the  suceess  of  this  measure.  He  was  anxious, 
from  its  intrinsic  merii*^,  from  his  sincere  convic- 
tion of  its  tendency  greatly  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  our  common  country.  He  was  anxious, 
from  other,  perhaps  more  selfish,  considerations. 
He  wished  the  Fourteenth  Congress  to  have  the 
merit  of  laying  the  foundations  of  this  great  work. 
He  wished  this  Congress,  who,  in  his  opinion,  had 
so  many  oiher  just  grounds  for  the  national  ap- 
probation, notwithstanding  the  obloquy  which 
had  attended  a  single  unfortunate  measure,  to 
add  this  new  claim  to  the  public  gratitude.  He 
even  anticipated  pleasure  from  the  reflection,  dis- 
tant as  it  might  be,  that  the  traveller,  as  he  com- 
fortably prosecutes  his  journey  on  some  road,  or 
glides  down  on  some  canal,  erected  in  virtue  of 
this  bill,  will  say,  I  owe  this  facility,  this  conve- 
nience, to  the  providence  and  sagacity  of  the 
Fourteenth  Congress.  But.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  must 
repress  his  feelings  on  this  subject.  He  had  risen 
to  oppose  the  amendment.  Let  us  leave  details 
to  our  successors.  We  cannot  accomplish  every- 
thing at  once.     Like  the  objects  of  the  bill,  our 


jijal  laterrst  sufficient  to  execute  improvements  of  j  measures  must  be  necessarily  progressive.    Every- 

*|ijch  magnitude.     They  must  be  patronized,  effi-    thing  is  hazarded   by  encumbering  the  bill  with 

»c-iciouslv  patronized,    by   the  General   Govern-    too  much   detail.     Indeed,   he  doubted  whether 

.^lent.  orxhey  never  would  be  accomplished.  i  we  had  a  sufficient   stock  of  local   information 

;  ^-  The  p»actical  effect  of  turnpike  roads  in  cor-    yet  collected,  to  guide  our  judgments  in  designa- 

;  .'c'Cling  t  je  evil,  if  it  be  one,  of  the  great  expan-  ,  ting  the  various  objects  of  internal  improvement 

j  -'on  of  cjir  Republic,  and   in  conquering  space     which  may  require  the  fostering  care  of  the  Gen- 

,  Itself,  as -was  expressed   by  the  gentleman  from    eral  Government.     Let  us  provide  the  ways  and 

South  Carolina,  is  about  to  be  demonstrated  by  ,  means.      Let   our   successors  judiciously   apply 

tjie  grea:    turnpike    road    from    Cumberland    to  j  them.     He  would  vote  against  the  amendment. 

tVheelin^.     Thai  road  i>-  partially  executed,  and        Mr.TELFAin  moved  toaraend  .Mr.  Robertson's 

will  prol^bly  be  completed  in  about  three  years,  j  amendment,  by  vesting  in  Congress  the  power  of 

In  the  nieantime.  Maryland  is  extending  a  line  |  designating   the  objects  of  improvement,  to  be 

•of  lurnpijie  roads  from  Baltimore  to  Cumberland,  ;  executed  by  the  States,  and  offered  a  few  remarks 

mwhich  is;also  partially  finished,  and  will  be  com-  '  in  support  of  his  motion.     He  would  retain  in 

^leted  in;ihe  same  period.     Three  years  from  the  ,  the  hands  of  the  General  Government,  all  objects 

Wpresent   time,  we  .^halljiave  a  continued  line  of  j  of  a  general   nature — such,   for   instance,  as    the 

fiUrnpili    ■•'•'"•  ^.  ™ 


ipike-' roads   from   Baltimore  to  Ohio.     The 

J^irdinaryhime  requisite  to  travel  from  Wheeling 

j'  Baltitiore.  prior  to  the  erection  of  these  roads. 

iKas  eight  day?.     When  the  roads  are  completed, 

if  he  sam^;   journey  may   be  performed   in  three 

*lays.    'j^he  distance,  in  effect,  between  those  two 


road  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  which  the  States 
individually  could  not  carry  into  effect.  Such 
great  and  general  objects  he  thought  ought  to  be 
directed,  and  the  appropriations  made  by  the 
General  Government,  but  their  execution  should 
be  left  to  the  States,  who  would  be  better  able 
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for  many  reasons  to  carry  the  objects  into  effect. 
He  approved  the  amendment  because  it  deprived 
the  General  Government  of  a  mass  of  patronage 
ia  the  appointment  of  a  great  many  persons  to 
superintend  the  various  works.  Besides, suppose, 
said  Mr.  T.  you  pass  a  law  directing  a  road  to  be 
run  ID  a  certain  direction,  can  you  undertake  to 
cut  up  a  man's  land  which  might  be  in  the  way  ? 
This  privilege  was  constantly  exercised  by  the 
States,  and  could  be  done  by  them,  but  it  was 
very  questionable  whether  it  could  be  by  the 
General  Government.  The  amendment  would 
relieve  the  bill  from  this  objection,  as  well  as 
make  it  more  acceptable  in  other  respects. 

.Mr.  Yates,  of  S'ew  York,  observed  that  he 
did  not  rise  with  any  intention  to  discuss  the  gen- 
eral merits  of  the  bill,  or  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure. The  objections  urged  by  the  Speaker  and 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
hou.n)  who  introduced  this  bill,  tothe  amendments 
offered,  were  not  in  his  opinion  well  founded — 
on  the  contrary,  he  had  very  little  doubt,  that,  if 
adopted,  they  would  rather  aid  the  passage  of  the 
law,  tlian  retard  it.  Possibly  he  might  have  voted 
in  favor  of  the  law  as  it  was  reported,  but  was 
rather  inclined  against  it;  and  was  gra titled  when 
he  heard  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  and  still  more  so  with  the 
additional  one  subsequently  offered  by  the  mem- 
ber from  Georgia — the  only  objectionable  features 
in  the  bill  were  in  his  view  removed  by  them.  It 
had  been  made  a  question,  whether  we  have  a 
Constitutional  right  to  make  this  disposition  of 
public  money;  he  regarded  this  right  as  evidently 
vested  m  Congress;  at  least  such  was  his  convic- 
tion, and,  whether  the  power  be  classed  under 
the  right  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  and 
general  welfare,  and  to  levy  taxes  and  impose 
duties  for  that  purpose,  the  power  to  regulate 
comiuerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States,  or  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads,  is  not  material;  if  all  or  either  give  the 
power,  it  is  sufficient.  If  under  the  power  to  re^-- 
ulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  the  rigtit 
to  construct  piers  and  erect  light-houses  be  given 
by  necessary  implication  as  acknowledged,  why 
does  It  not  as  necessarily  follow,  that,  under 
the  right  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  the  power  to  make  appropriations 
for  the  construction  of  canals  and  roads,  to  facili- 
tate the  intercourse  between  the  States,  is  also 
given  ;  he  had  no  doubt  on  that  subject.  The 
individual  States  had  the  power  of  municipal 
regulations,  but  all  commercial  arrangements  be- 
tween the  States,  fell  within  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government,  and  if  it  become  necessary, 
in  the  exercise  of  those  powers,  to  expend  money 
for  the  removing  of  obstacles  to  an  easy  inter- 
course, he  could  find  nothing  to  prohibit  it. 

With  regard  to  the  amendments,  he  thought 
them  necessary  ;  because,  by  the  bill,  the  amount 
to  be  given  to  each  State  was  uncertain  ;  it  was 
indefinite,  and  would  induce  exertions  on  the 
part  of  each  to  obtain  more  than  its  proportion. 
This  might  possibly,  instead  of  producing  a  bene- 
ficial result,  have  an  injurious   tendency.     The 


amendment  propose^'  a  distribution  proportioned 
tothe  representation.  This  is  the  only  just  and 
definite  mode.  The  other  amendment  will  be  a 
check  on  the  abuse  of  this  privilege.  Congress, 
retaining  the  power  of  designating,  will  always 
prevent  the  expenditure  of  the  money  for  pur- 
poses which  are  not  of  sufficient  national  import- 
ance. The  States  will  not  have  it  in  their  power 
to  expend  the  money  on  objects  of  inferior  con- 
sideration— for  his  part  he  intended  to  vote  for 
both  the  amendments,  and  if  they  were  adopted, 
was  persuaded  they  would  conciliate  many  who 
were  hostile  to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Telfair's 
motion,  and  carried  ;  and  then  on  Mr.  Robert- 
son's amendment  as  modified,  and  also  carried. 

Mr.  Wright's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  61, 
noes  70.  The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  5. 

Mr.  Stearns  presented  a  petition  of  the  So- 
ciety for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  In- 
dians in  North  America,  praying  the  General 
Government  to  adopt  some  measures  for  establish- 
ing and  supporting  schools  for  instructing  Indian 
children  ana  youth  in  the  arts  of  reading  and  wri- 
ting; which  was  ordered  to  a  select  committee  ; 
and  Mr.  Stearns,  Mr.  Williams, Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Lyon,  and  Mr.  Woodward,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, relative  to  patents,  and  that  the  said  petition 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JoHN3o.\,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  8th  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  to  certain  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  in  the  late  war,  who  served  to  the  end 
thereof,  but  did  not  obtain  their  regular  discharge, 
or  who  died,  or  were  kiUeJ,  their  balance  of  pay 
and  the  bounty  in  lands,  made  a  report;  whica 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  for  the  relief  of 
George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the 
officers  and  men  lately  under  their  command. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act. 
concerning  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  ana 
marines  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  certain  claims  for  militia  services  to  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

An  act  to  appoint  additional  pension  agents. 

An  act  to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  given  pen- 
sions to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  blaia 
in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widowand  children 
of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  deceased;  and. 
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4  An  act  granting  a  pension  lo  Commodore  Rich- 
Vfd  Taylor,  in  which  several  bills  ihey  ask  the 
"^^sncurrence  of  this  House. 
.^IMt.  Wllliams,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
%»js  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled, 
'«4«n  act  making  an  appropriation,  to  enable  the 
♦f^esident  of  the  Uited  States  to  hold  treaties  with 
'%'i»  Indian  tribes  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
jjned  ;"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
^d  the  I. ill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
R*  Whole. 

rNTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

-*^*The  Hijuse  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 

'mlf  of  the  Whole_  on  the  bill  to  set  apart  and 

V^dge  the  bonus    and  United   States  dividends 

^(  the  National  Bank,  as  a  fund  for  internal  im- 

«iovements. 

JiMr.  Pickering  rose  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
2f>e  amenJments  made  by  the  Committee  ;  when 
^^Mr.  KryiQ  intimated  that  he  also  wished  to  pro- 
/lise  som?  amendcnents  to  the  bill,  and  moved 
'•'at  it  be  laid  for  the  present  on  the  table. 
.^>*The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on 
ys^  table  accordingly. 

:*f  T  MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

;  VThe  Hjuse  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
J^KentUt  ky,  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
!i  sundry  bills  connected  with  the  Military  Es- 
■  'ishment. 

jThe  fifoi  taken   up  by  the  Committee,  was  a 
♦|1  concerniDg  the  invalids  of  the  Revolutionary 
M'ar,and  of  the  widows  and  children  of  the  mil- 
|tja,  and  <i{  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  during  the 
4ie  war.     [Placing  pensioners  of  the   Revolu- 
ijinary  War  and  of  the  Indian  war.  previous  to 
Ije  Treaiv  of  Greenville,  on  the  same  footing — 
sd    for   .allowing   five    years'   half  pay    to    the 
^dows  cr  orphan*  of  any  officer  or  soldier  of 
le  miliii;*,  rangers,  sea  fencibles,  and  twelve  and 
|teen  months  volunteer;^,  who  shall  have  died 
,<tiihin   ti<ree   months  after    returning   home,   of 
y   disease   contracted    while    iu    the    military 
^^•vice.  <J<c.] 

«  #The  C(Vramittee  were  occupied  more  than  two 

J|i^urs  in  i^scussing  various  propositions  to  amend 

|f^s  bill.  ,ome  of  which  were  adopted  ;  and  hav- 

'liig  gone  through  the  bill, 

»  *The  Ci^mmittee  proceeded  to  the  consideration 

■j)^  the  biK  making  further  provision  for  military 

>^vices  (iuriog  the  late  war. 

.-J^Tnisbrtl   having  been   also 

4r|riously:  amended, 

if^The  Committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

"♦ok  up  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 

v)nal  Armory,  [adjacent  to  the  river  Ohio  or  its 

iijanches,    and    appropriating    S60,000    for    the 

tject.J^ 

^••Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  add  after  ''Ohio"  the 

*  ver  Tecntssee,  and  suggested  several  points  on 

J?be  waters  of  the  Tennessee,  well  adapied  to  the 
..rection  r,f  water-works  for  the  establishment. 
»'  Mr.  Ja4:kson  opposed  the  amendment  as  unne- 
rr-ssary,  pecause  ibe  Tennessee  being  a  branch  of 
tie  Ohio-,  of  courje  would  be  taken  into  consjd- 


gone  through  and 


eration  by  the  Fresidvnt  in  fixing  the  site,  as 
well  as  the  Monongahela,  the  Muskingum,  the 
Cumberland,  dice. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  insert  after  the  word 
Ohio,  the  river  Catawba,  as  affording  good  sites, 
abundance  of  iron,  and  every  advantage  for  the 
establishment  of  a  manufactory  of  arms. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Johnson,  adverse 
to  the  amendment,  the  motion  was  negatived; 
and  the  bill  being  read  through  without  amend- 
ment, 

The  Committee  took  up  the  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  act  of  July,  1812,  as  authorizes  addi- 
tional pay  and  emoluments  to  brevet  officers, 
and  to  allow  additional  rations  to  commanding 
officers  of  separate  posts  only  in  cases  in  which 
the  officer  shall  be  of  or  under  the  rank  of 
colonel. 

Mr.  Harrison  warmly  opposed  the  bill,  and, 
to  destroy  it,  moved  that  the  first  section  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Lowndes  supported  the  expediency  of  the 
provision  contemplated  by  the  bill,  as  necessary 
to  remove  any  ambiguity  heretofore  existing  ia 
construing  the  laws  on  the  subject,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  emoluments;  not  to  reduce  improperly 
those  justly  due. 

Mr.  Clay  likewise  supported  the  bill,  because,as 
there  were  officers  enough  to  perform  the  military 
duties  referred  to,  it  was  unnecessary  to  a>sign 
those  duties  to  brevet  officers — that  he  saw  with 
pleasure  the  report  of  the  bill  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  as  it  would  effect  a  salutary 
reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the  Government  in 
the  Military  Department,  and  though  fully  im- 
pressed with  the  services  and  merits  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Army,  yet  he  hoped  to  see  every  prac- 
ticable reduction,  every  proper  retrenchment  of 
the  heavy  expenses  now  incurred  annually  for 
the  Military  Establishment. 

Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
likewise  advocated  the  bill— believing  that  brevet 
rank  was  intended  only  as  an  honorary  reward 
for  gallant  services,  and  that  it  was  not  contem- 
plated by  the  existing  statutes  to  connect  with 
or  extend  it  to  additional  pecuniary  rewards. 

Mr.  Harrison  again  opposed  the  bill,  contend- 
ing that  the  pay  now  received  had  been  well 
earned  by  the  gallant  services  rendered  by  our 
officers,  and  entered  into  some  comparison  to 
show  that  our  officers,  the  higher  ones  particu- 
larly, were  even  worse  paid  and  fewer  in  propor- 
tion, to  the  number  of  men,  than  those  of  any 
other  civilized  country. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  warmly  in  reply  ;  maintaining 
that  the  country  had  in  every  way  evinced  its 
gratitude  to  the  heroes  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
for  their  great  services,  and  that  it  was  not  proper 
to  open  the  coffers  of  the  Treasury  lo  heap  fur- 
ther pecuniary  rewards  on  those  who  had  already 
received  so  large  though  merited  a  share  of  pub- 
lic rewards. 

Much  further  discussion  followed  ;  after  which 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was  neg- 
atived ;   and    the    Committee    rose,   reported    its 
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proceedings  to  the  House,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  February  6. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Expenditures,  reported  a  bill,  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill,  to  define  and  en- 
large the  boundaries  of  the  land  district  of  Ed- 
wardsville,  in  the  Illinois  Territory  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  additional  land  offices  in  the  Territory 
of  Missouri. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  a  bill,  to  authorize  the 
sale  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  No.  16,  in 
township  No.  4  North,  range  No.  1,  West  of  the 
third  principal  meridian;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
last  mentioned. 

After  some  introductory  remarks,  on  the  utility 
of  the  object  he  desired  to  have  inquired  into,  Mr. 
Smith,  ot  Virginia,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  appointing  commissioners  to  view  and 
mark  out  a  road,  from  the  highest  point  of  navi- 
gation on  the  James  river  to  that  of  the  Great 
Kanawha,  and  from  thence  to  Point  Pleasant,  on 
the  Ohio,  in  Virginia. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  to  wit: 
The  bill  providing  for  the  division  of  certain 
quarter-sections  in  future  sales  of  the  public  lands; 
the  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act.  for  the  relief  of 
George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the 
officers  and  men  lately  under  their  command  ;  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act  con- 
cernioff  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  militia  services  to  the  State  of  Georgia ; 
the  bill  to  appoint  additional  pension  agents;  the 
bill  to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  giving  pensions 
to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the 
public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  Arnold  H.  Dfihrman ;  and  the  bill 
granting  a  pension  to  Commodore  Richard  Tay- 
lor ;  were  severally  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Seuate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  Lewis  Olrastead 
from  imprisonment;"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  circuit  judges,  and  for 
other  purposes,  and  the  bill  was  commuted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the 
bill  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  fund  for  internal 
improvement,  the  bonus  and  United  States  share 
of  the  dividends  of  the  National  Bank. 

Mr.  PicKERiNO  stated  some  modifications  of  the 
amendments  which  he  wished  to  propose,  but, 
not  now  being  in  order,  he  reserved  them  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  proposed  to  define 
more  precisely  the  mode  of  apportioning  the  fund 
among  the  different  States,  by  inserting  the  words, 
"according  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress." 

Mr.  Pickering  objected  to  the  motion,  as  well 
as  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  leaving  the  objects  of  improvement 
still  too  vague  and  indefinite. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  it,  because 
the  present  representation  might  be  reduced,  but 
could  not  be  increased,  and  that  a  State  would 
now  receive  a  modicum  of  the  fund  which  might 
hereafter  become  almost  nothing;  and  therefore 
he  wished  it  should  be  apportioned  according  to 
the  present  representation,  not  be  subject  to  the 
great  changes  which  should  hereafter  take  place 
in  the  relative  representation  of  the  States  in 
Congress. 

Mr.  Taylor  supported  his  motion  ;  after  which 
the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  question  re- 
curred on  the  amendment  as  amended:  when 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  so  to  amend 
the  amendment,  as  to  apportion  the  fund  which 
shall  accrue  according  to  the  present  representa- 
tion in  Congress,  which  he  supported  on  the 
ground  that  many  States,  New  Hampshire,  Con- 
necticut, Maryland,  dec,  would  never  have  an 
increase  of  members,  whilst  others  would  greatly 
increase;  and  if  we  are  to  be  taxed,  (and  he 
viewed  this  as  a  tax  for  internal  improvements,) 
be  wished  the  States  to  enjoy  the  benefits  accord- 
ing to  the  tax  they  are  about  to  pay,  as  it  was  to 
be  frittered  away  among  the  several  States,  to  be 
wasted  on  little  objects,  instead  of  being  applied 
to  some  great  national  object,  dec. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  be- 
cause the  incorporation  of  such  a  principle  would 
destroy  the  bill;  the  great  principle  of  the  GoT- 
ernraeut  being  a  community  of  interest,  and  es- 
tablished for  the  general  benefit,  the  amendment 
would  be  highly  improper,  as  well  as  prejudicial, 
10  the  great  object  in  view. 

Mr.  Hardin  also  opposed  the  motion,  and  ar- 
gued against  distributing  the  fund  at  ail  among 
the  States;  which,  in  time,  when  the  representa- 
tion of  some  of  the  new  States  should  be  doubled, 
would  embarrass,  if  not  entirely  defeat  the  execu- 
tion of  the  object. 

The  motion  was  also  opposed  briefly  by  Mr. 
Harrison,  and  Mr.  Kilbourn,  and  at  some  length 
by  Mr.  Sharp;  the  latter  gentleman  arguing  that 
the  fund  was  not  a  temporary  but  a  permanent 
one,  and  formed  a  part  of  the  common  property 
of  the  nation;  that  it  was  the  same  as  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  direct  tax.  or  sales  of  the  public  lands, 


(..'**« 
:■-»» 


I 


.    ♦ 


fl 


i 


\ 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


876 


hUemal  Improvement. 


February,  1817. 


Jhich.  tljoufh  drawn  from  the  western  country, 
as  siiil  ooramon  revenoe,  acd  could  no  more  be 


"tod  DOw'undercoQsideration,  dec 


t' 


ition  w*s   ID   fact  one  of 


,  that  the  prop- 
loequaliiy  and  injus 


jKl 


■♦--propriaied  by  the  rule  proposed,  than  could  the 
c 

^SiP,  as  it  Jooked  to  a  change  of  wealth  and  jx)pu- 
\i^]OD,  an3  yet  was  to  be  distributed  with  an  en- 
iLle  disregard  of  that  change. 
^Mr.  Smith  replied,  that  this  fund  would  be 
.^rf^jwn  fri,m  the  people  before  the  next  census  is 
^lien ;  and  of  course,  being  contributed  by  the 
^'jlion  actiording  to  the  present  state  of  wealth 
population,  ought  to  be  apportioned  according 
rthe  ruh;  by  which  it  is  derived,  and  nol  be  sub- 
r^ted  to  changes,  which,  without  affecting  the 
iribuiHin,  would  reduce  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
^ed  by  ijie  States  from  this  fund  they  now  pay. 
-^^After  much  more  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
^^LBERT.  Gold,  and  Yates,  took  part — 
^iVIr.  S.MrTH'8  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large 
fi^jority.  , 

~  ~r.  Stkarns  moved,  that,  instead  of  vesting 

Congrtiis  the  power  of  designating  the  objects 

impro^i^ment,  it  should  be  given  to  the  State 

gislatUt>es.  under  the  approbation  of  the  Pres- 

SQt. 

7^rbis  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  SnErrEV, 
^^^KEBiNc,  and  GaosvENOR;  when  it  was  nega- 
^^ed  without  a  division,  and  the  question  was 
M.en  OQ  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
J%ttee  of  the  Whole,  as  amended,  and  carried — 

%yii.  PiuiCERiNO  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
•  »t  section  of  the  bill,  after  the  enacting  clause, 
giid  to  in»ert  the  following,  as  the  first  and  second 
Vjf^tinns  tt^ereof: 

%  kHiat  th(  bonus  secured  to  the  United  Slates  by  the 
/to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
i>ited  Sure«,  and  the  dividends  which  shall  arise  from 
_ii  sharfs  in  its  capital  stock,  during  the  present 
m  of  twenty  years,  for  which  the  proprietors  thereof 
>e  been  mcorporated,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
ll^t  apart  and  pledged  as  a  fund  for  constructing  roads 
/oJ  canals,  and  improving  the  navigation  of  water- 
\rses,  in  order  to  tacilitate,  promote,  and  give  secu- 
T  to  internal  commerce  among  the  several  8utes, 
^  to  reni^er  more  easy  and  less  expensive  the  means 
^;3  provisions  necessary  for  their  common  defence, 
f  EC  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  moneys 
istituting  the  said  fund  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
\)hti  la  i-onstructing,  or  to  aid  in  constructmg  such 
:»'ds  or  canals,  or  improving  the  navigation  of  $uch 
ater-cotiKtef,  or  both,  in  each  Stale,  as  Congress, 
r'-'A  the  assent  of  such  State,  shall  by  law  direct,  and 
[the  manner  most  ronduave  to  the  general  welfare  ; 
the  proportion  of  the  said  moneys  to  be  expended 
the  objecu  aforesaid,  Ln  each  btate,  shall  be  in  the 
lie  of  Its  representation,  at  the  time  of  its  expendi- 
M-^e,  in  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  National 
legislature. 

^  Mr.  Inuham,  in  remarking  on  the  objection  to 
^  words  internal  improvevieiit,  as  too  indefinite, 
^d  the  proposition  to  confine  the  application  of 
SL-e  fund  lo  making  roads  and  canals  expressly, 
{i'gg«sted.  what  he  thought  a  middle  ground,  as 
ft^  belteved  it  would  be  found  sometimes,  and  in 
me  plaees,  more  advantageous  to  improve  the 


beds  of  rivers  than  either  of  the  above  objects, 
and  moved  to  include  that  object  in  the  designa- 
tion to  be  given  in  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Pickering. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  adverse  to  this  proposi- 
tion, as  it  would  confine  the  application  of  the 
fund  to  certain  objects,  when  there  were  yet  other 
objects  of  internal  improvement  equally  deserv- 
ing the  attention  and  aid  of  the  Government,  and 
equally  important;  which  opinion  he  argued  to 
establish. 

Mr.  Pickering  supported  his  motion,  and  ar- 
gued at  length  against  giving  the  expenditure  of 
the  fund  to  the  several  Slates,  as  the  general  wel- 
fare was  the  peculiar  province  of  the  Geneial 
Government,  and  was  the  very  pole  star  of  its  ob- 
jects and  inieniioDs;  and,  touching  on  the  Con- 
stitutional objections,  thought  it  very  probable 
that,  under  the  general  power  to  regulate  and  fa- 
ciliute  commerce,  that  Congress  had  the  power 
to  apply  this  fund  to  the  making  of  roads  and 
canals,  dec. 

Mr.  Pitkin  disputed  the  power  of  Congress  to 
apply  the  public  funds  to  such  objects,  or  even  to 
incorporate  a  company  to  make  a  canal ;  that  if 
this  principle  were  adopted,  Congress  might  as- 
sume any  power,  and  argued  to  establish  this 
opinion,  and  the  belief  that  the  power  of  Congress 
extended  only  to  the  objects  expressly  given  in 
the  Constitution,  &c.  As  to  the  expediency  of 
the  scheme,  he  would  prefer  aiding  companies,  or 
individual  enterprise,  instead  of  taking  these  ob- 
jects entirely  in  ihe  handsof  the  Government,  &,c. 

Mr.  Pickering,  after  briefly  replying  to  Mr. 
Pitkin,  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  embrace 
the  motion  of  Mr.  I.ngham.  to  add  "  the  improve- 
ment of  any  water-course." 

Mr.  Calhoon,  though  extremely  anxious  to 
accommodate  the  bill  to  the  views  of  others,  so 
as  to  receive  as  much  support  as  possible,  yet  felt 
himself  obliged  to  object  to  the  modification  just 
made,  and  moved  to  restore  Mr.  Pickering's  mo- 
tion to  the  shape  in  which  he  first  moved  if.  Mr. 
C.  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  striking 
out  the  words  "with  the  assent  of  such  State." 

Mr.  King,  of  Massacausetts,  moved  to  posijM>Qe 
the  bill  indefinitely.  From  the  great  number  of 
amendments  already  proposed,  said  he,  and  from 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  agreeing  upon  its  provis- 
ions, or  even  the  principles  thereof,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
subject.  This  I  do  as  well  to  save  time  as  because 
1  am  opposed  to  the  measure  as  inexpedient  and 
unnecessary.  I  must  call  off  ihe  attention  and 
bring  down  the  imaginations  of  honorable  gentle- 
men from  the  great  and  splendid  objects  ofinter- 
nal  improvement,  which  they  have  been  contem- 
plating, to  the  present  situation  of  our  country 
and  of  the  American  people.  Look  at  your  stat- 
ute books — see  there  the  many  taxes,  direct  and 
indirect,  now  paid  by  the  citizens  of  this  country 
—and  ask  yourselves  whether  it  be  proper  to  make 
the  appropriation  proposed  by  this  bill,  and  yet 
continue  these  burdens.  You  are  the  Kepresent- 
aiives  of  the  people.  Ask  yourselves,  further, 
whether  the  people  whom  you  represent,  were 
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they  acting  on  this  subject,  would  make  this  ex- 
travagant application  of  their  own  funds.     Your 
internal  taxes  ought  first  to  be  repealed,  and  the 
present  high  duties  on  imports  greatly  reduced. 
Besides  the  burdens  imposed  upon  them  by  the 
Government,  the  people  of  this  country  ate  at  this 
moment  suffering   under  the   frowns  of  Divine 
Providence  in  relation  to  the  reason  of  the  last 
year,  whereby  they  were  deprived  of  their  usual 
provision  for  man  and   beast.     And  what  is  the 
conduct  of  the  Governor  General  of  a  neighbor- 
ing province  at  this  time  of  calamity  and  distress? 
I  allude  to  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  in  his 
last  communication  to  the  Provincial  Parliament. 
His  whole   attention  appears  engrossed   by  the 
distressed  situation  of  the  people  under  his  com- 
mand, and  by  the  means  to  relieve  them.     This 
conduct   forcibly  recalls  to   my  recollection  the 
words  of  one  of  his  own  distinguished  writers: 
"  Industry  (says  he)  is  the  source  of  our  country's 
'  wishes,  and   English  policy  would   teach  opu- 
'  lence  to  dry  the  peasant's  tear,  if  English  justice 
'  and  generosity  did  not  continually  prevent  its 
'  flowing."     But  1  need  not  appeal  to  the  exam- 
ples of  other  Governments  for  acts  of  justice  and 
generosity,  but  to  the  hearts  and  understanding  of 
an  American  Congress.     What  1  mention  of  the 
burdens  and  distress  of  the  people  is  by  no  means 
imaginary — would  to  God  it  were — by  no  means 
exaggerated.     I  hold  in  my  hand,  sir,  certified  lists 
of  the  taxes  paid  in  the  town  wherein  I  reside, 
(iQ  Maine.)  and  in  two  other  towns  near  thereto, 
to  the  State,  county,  and  town  there,  and  to  the 
United   Stales.     To  the   former,  the   town  first 
mentioned,   in    an    average   of  five    years,    pays 
$6,980  a  year ;  to  the  latter,  for  1814,  including  the 
direct  tax,  $2,246;  and  for  1815,  Sl,223.     The 
whole  population  at  the  last  enumeration  2,492, 
taxable  polls  520 — being  between  three  and  four 
dollars  for  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  or  be- 
tween  seventeen  and   eighteen  dollars   for  each 
taxable  inhabiiani,if  applied  to  the  polls — obliging 
men  in  the  middle  classes  of  life  to  pay,  some 
forty,  some  eighty,  and  others  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, per  annum.     The  results  in  the  other  towns 
nearly  the  same.     Portland,  which  has  suffered 
severely  by  the  depression  of  commerce  and  nav- 
igation, wiih  a  population  of  7,100,  paid  on  an 
average  of  fire  years  ending  with  1816  by  State, 
county,  and  town  taxes.  $15,125;  and  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  an  average  of  two  years.  (1814  and 
1815,)  $12,219  for  internal  taxes.     Some  of  the 
letters   to  me  conveying  the  above  information 
contain  most  distressing  accounts  of  the  situation 
of  many  of  the  inhabitants.     [Mr.  K.  here  read 
extracts  from  several  letters  from  his  correspond- 
ents.    One  of  them  says :  "  I  think  our  condition 
'  here  wants  much  more  improvement  than  in- 
'  ternal  roads  and  canals  ;  for  I  know  not  how  the 
'  people  will   possibly  obtain    bread   this  season. 
'  Indian  corn  is  sold  here  at  fifteen  and  sixteen  shil- 
'  lings  per  bushel,  and  scarce  at  that.     It  is  said 
'  that  a  poor  man  here  lately  worked  five  days  for 
'  cash  enough   to  get  one  bushel  of  corn !     His 
'  family  is  a  wife  and  five  or  six  children."]     I 
only  cite  these  insiaoces  as  falling  within  my  own 


observation,  but  the  distress  is  general  and  great. 
How  are  a  p>eople  thus  circumstanced  to  pay  the 
heavy  dues  to  Government?  Yet  we  see  no  bill 
introduced  lo  repeal  the  internal  taxes.  Indeed, 
sir,  if  you  lavish  the  public  treasures  as  proposed 
by  this  and  other  bills,  it  is  impossible  that  any 
of  those  laws  should  ever  be  repealed.  We  hare 
lately  heard  on  this  floor  something  in  faror  of 
economy,  retrenchment  ;  but  to  what  purpose 
retrench,  if  you  are  thus  prodigal  of  the  people's 
money  ?  Besides,  you  have  yet  many  claiois 
upon  your  justice,  and  upon  your  humanity,  to  sat-  » 
isfy  the  numerous  demands  arising  from  the  des- 
olations of  war,  to  stop  the  bleeding  wounds  of 
the  soldier,  and  bind  up  the  broken-hearted  widow, 
and  succor  the  fatherless  orphan  of  your  war. 
Nay,  more,  your  military  are  insatiable  in  their 
demands — I  mean  such  of  them  as  prefer  money 
to  honor,  and  such  there  are,  who  would  not  hes- 
itate to  open  your  Treasury  with  the  bayonet ! 

Mr.  Gold,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  the 
Constitution  was  interposed  as  an  obstacle  to  the 
appropriation.  When,  he  said,  shall  we  hare  any 
principle  settled  and  at  rest  in  this  Government? 
Is  everything  to  be  kept  in  fluctuation  and  uncer- 
tainty in  all  future  time,  and  the  fruits  of  experi- 
ence, the  benefit  of  example,  of  precedent,  which 
is  admitted  in  everything  else,  to  find  no  place 
here  7 

It  is  now  twenty-fire  years  since  this  great  Con- 
stitutional question  was  argued  before  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  It  wj.s  argued  by  the  great- 
est of  men,  and  decided  under  the  most  favorable 
auspices.  It  was  decided  shortly  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  while  the  objects  of  the 
instrument  and  the  views  of  its  authors  were  well 
understood  ;  and  Washington  yielded  to  the 
deci>ion  his  deliberate  sanction. 

Most  important  measures  of  the  Governmeot 
have  been  adopted  in  conformity  with  this  decis- 
ion. It  IS  lime,  I  must  think,  to  apply  the  prin- 
ciple of  "  res  judicata,"  and  put  the  question  at 
rest.  It  may  be  truly  said,  that  there  lias  been  as 
general  an  acquiescence  of  the  community  in  the 
decision  as  could  be  expected  in  a  case  on  which 
the  great  parlies  of  the  country  divided  in  rioient 
ho^tilitv.  I  may  add,  further,  the  case  was  rightly 
decided. 

The  express  power  delegated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion over  commerce,  applies  equally,  and  in  the 
same  terms,  to  internal,  lo  "commerce  among 
the  Slates,"  as  to  foreign  commerce;  and  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  is  as  plenary,  as  absolute,  over 
one  as  the  other:  it  is  ail  the  power  which  any 
sovereign  integral  government  could  or  ought  to 
exercise  upon  broad  principles  of  legislation.  This 
power  IS  most  es.sential.  In  war  a  superior  naval 
force  may  lock  up  the  coasting  trade  of  the  coun- 
try; the  effects  of  which  can  be  obviated  only  by 
a  chain  of  canals  from  bay  lo  bay,  along  the  line 
of  the  seaboard.  Improved  roads  may  contribute 
10  the  same  purpose.  Interior  facilities  of  com- 
munication may  be  added  lo  enliven  industry, 
and  mitigate  the  pressure  of  war. 

From  another  specified  power,  to  provide  for 
the  "common  defence,"  this  Constitutional  quee- 
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iion  derives  great  support.     The  rapid  movement  f  daily  eivin?  strength  m  il.i-  r^^^^~"^'"T^^7^^ 
tof  troops  from  one  point  of  attack  to  ann,h»,  „.    „!.  LfJ  ^i^5.u''^?5A^'°  ^^''r  P^  .'<^^  and  U 


J  %)f  troops  from  one  point  of  attack  to  another,  as 
i^'^ell  on  ibe  seaboard  as  the  inland  frontier  to 
li^eet  the  varying  attacks  of  an  enemy;  the  speedy 
*  "transport  of  ordnance  and  heavy  navaJ  equip- 
j  jnents,  to  points  of  assault  and  defence,  will  often 
I  i)ecome  indispensable.  The  experience  of  the 
I  Jast  war  places  the  subject  in  the  strongest  light 

fO'he  daigerous  delays  in  the  transportation  of 
(jrdnance.and  naval  equipments,  will  be  remem- 
^fered  by  all  Weeks,  nay,  1  may  say  months, 
iUapsed  Hi  the  forwarding  of  ordnance,  anchors 
IjJmt..  fron>  the  seaboard  to  the  northern  iVontier  of 
iiVew  Yofk.  I  am  not  certain  that  the  anchor  of 
Jtfje  last  great  ship,  built  at  Sacketi's  Harbor  has 
-yjet  reacb-ed  that  place.  A  military  road,  as'well 
>].  a  canal,  is  highly  necessary  between  the  Hud- 
•Q  and  the  Lakes;  and  this  for  the  defence  of  the 
:i)untry. 

'  On   general    principles,   as   applicable   to    the 
nfrritory  .)f  the  United  States;  a  territory  extend- 
fg  from  -the  frozen   region   of  the  north  to  the 
.imate  ot  the  sugar  cane  and  the  vine;  from  the 
;Ailantic  :o  the  setting  sun   in  the  we«=t,  it  is  im- 
•vssible  i.ot  to  see  the  fairest  theatre  for  internal 
:^mmerc,',  that  was  ever  presented  to  any  gov- 
ijoment.  ancient  or  modern.     To  overlook  these 
J(lvantages-to  stay  the  hand  of  improvement  "is 
lei  do  the  greatest  injustice  to  the  community;  is 
Ijbe  wanting  in  the  highest  duty  of  legislation. 
JIhat.  sir,  have  we  recently  seen  ?     The  British 
fcvernmvnt.   relying  on   supplies  to   be  drawn 
pax  the   northern   parts  of  the  United   States 
-rough  the  provinces  of  the  Canadas  and  New 
Jfunswick,  united  with  the  scanty  products  of 
*fse  provinces,  for  her  West  India  islands,  has 
Jjerd.cteci  all  trade,  m  American  ships,  between 
ft.T  Atlanfic  ports  and  those    islands.     If  those 
fupplies  from  the  States  to  Montreal,  are  not  pre- 
vented by  canal  improvements  between  the  great 
>;»kes  anil  the  Hudson,  affording  facilities  to  a 


Jfrket  in  ,he  States,  the  present°pol,cy  of  Great    which  cannot  fail  to  confer   ie^rlpf/""""' 
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'^titain  wjU   prove  successful,  and   a  deep  and 
^*iting  wcjjnd  be  inflicted  on  our  commerce,  and 
'  Turseri}  of  our  seamen. 

was  s^oui  the  close  of  the  last  war  that  a 
.^  me  wjs  published  by  a  Mr.  Anderson,  ad- 
fcSsed  to  jhe  British  Government,  on  behalf  of 
}  provinces  of  the  Canadas  and  New  Bruns- 
i^k.  Tb<  great  object  was,  to  show  that  those 
'fTinces,  aided  by  supplies  to  be  drawn  from  the 
i«oinine  ijiates  of  the  Union,  could  satisfy  the 
_  .  ts  of  tije  British  West  Indies. 
►The  wri."«r  urges  at  great  length  the  benefits  of 
1^  intercourse  between  those  provinces  and  the 

^  A  toe  •      rhf*    ctinr^l  i  Ac     lr>k.^J_. i*  i  i 


possible  for  the  Government 'of  ttircou;  y'To' 
shut  their  eyes  against  the  consequences  Com. 
mercial  connexions  are  forming,  and  the  trade 
has  already  swelled  to  an  amount  beyond  what 
will  be  easily  credited. 

It   IS  not  to  be   dissembled,  that  the   State  of 
New  York  has  a  great  object  in  opening  the  com- 
(  mercial  intercourse  between  the  Lakis  and  the 
t  Hudson  river    in   order  to   turn  the  trade  frorn 
Montreal  to  New  York.     Has  not  this  State  le^ 
me  ask,  a  claim  on  the  National  Government  to 
aid    her   in    commercial    improvements?     New 
rork    m   the  national   compact,  relinquished  to 
the  Union    the   richest   harvest   of  itijpost  ever 
gathered  into  the  Treasury  ;  an  impost  ihich  she 
tnight  have  retained  to   herself,   aid  with  which 
she  might  have  carried   improvements  in  canals 
and  roads,  to  every  commanding  point  of  her  ex- 
ended  territory.     The  port  of  New  York  yielJs 
to  the  Government  nearly  one-third  of  the  com- 
mercial revenue  of  the  Union,  and  the  product  of 
the  last  year  only  would  transcend  the  entire  cost 
of  the  great  canal  irora  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson. 
The  equity  of  this  claim  is  confidently  addressed 
10  the  Government;  it  is  hoped  the  appeal  will 
not  be  made  in  vain.  «•  wm 

It  has  been,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  singular  lot  of 
great  national  enterprises,  and  especially  of  canals 
to  be  resisted   by  prejudice,   by  narrow  calcula- 
tions and  short-sighted  views,  but  in  the  end  suc- 

Wh  ?^\  !r"  ''^"^'  ^"'^  the  triumph  complete. 
While  the  effects  have  swelled  the  tide  of  national 
prosperity,  the  authors  have  received  a  rich  re- 
ward for  their  toils  and  perseverance.  The  hoo 
orable  member  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr  Cal- 
HOU.N.)  who  so  zealously  brought  the  subject 
now  under  consideration,    before  "^  ' 

has  so  ably  vindicated    it,   well    .„...,,    , 
humble  opinion,  the  thanks  of  his  country      It  i'a 
the  commencement  of  a  system  of  improvement 


Congress,  "and 
merits,  in    my 


lasting  benefits  on  the  community.  The  subject 
of  the  patriot's  fears,  the  vulnerable  point  oS 
body  polu.c,  ,s  the  imperfect  union  of  the  States 
Now,  sir  what  can  better  promote  and  secure 
this  great  object  of  national  solicitude  than  the 
measure  under  consideration?  It  is.  sir,  by  im- 
proved roads  and  canals  that  commercial  inter- 
course m  this  widely  extended  empire,  is  promo- 
ted, and  the  citizens  of  remote  parts  brought  into 

correspondence  and  acquaintance  with  each  other  • 
It  is  by  .'.uch  means  alone  that  the  North  and  the 

and  nre'p'  ^f^'  ''f  '^^  ^"'^  ^^"   ^«  ""^^med 


f  — . 

ntish  mafiufactures 


of  eleven  hundred  miles  from  the  norihelst 

r»he  noriuwest   point  of  our  territory      He  in- 

•|s  tliat  tins  illicit  trade  may  bid  defiance  to  the 

>()ection  laws  of  the  United  States.     The  ex- 

j   |ment  is  now  in  course  of  trial  by  the  British 

(    ''ernraeM.   whether  she   may  not  wholly  ex- 

j   ;^e  our  s.'.ippmg  from  her  West  India  islands. 

?C   \l  own  c^iizen.  are,  in  their  export  to  Canada 


abilities  and  private  means  enabled  hira  to  do. 
Ihere  were  lew  public  improvements,  he  said,  in 
the  district  he  represented,  that  had  not  had  his 
vL,  A  \'"^™^'^'"  of  Congress,  he  had  given  bis 
vote  and  his  aid  to  every  improvement  of  the 
country  that  had  in  view  a  national  object.  But, 
sir,  said  Mr.  S..  I  never  had  conceived  it  ray  duty 
to  vote  for  the  appropriation  of  large  sums  of 
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money  to  be  frittered  away  and  applied  to  objects 
of  trifling  importance.  Such,  I  conceive,  will 
be  the  application  of  the  fund  contemplated  by 
the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

The  bill,  as  originally  reported,  said  Mr.  S., 
created  a  fund  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  or  pledged  the  interest  of 
eleven  millions,  in  perpetuity,  for  internal  im- 
provements, to  be  appliedas  Congress  might  here- 
after direct,  and  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
stated  some  of  the  objects  to  which  the  fund 
would,  he  presumed,  be  applied.  Sir.  had  the  bill 
retained  that  shape,  the  fund  might  have  been 
applied  to  great  national  objects.  1  will  mention 
some  of  them.  The  first  in  consequence,  in  my 
estimation,  is,  to  connect  the  water  of  Lake  Erie, 
by  a  canal,  with  the  Hudsog.  The  importance 
of  such  a  work  must  present  itself  to  every  well- 
informed  mind.  Unless  such  a  canal  be  made, 
the  produce  of  the  Lakes  and  of  the  rich  lands  of 
New  York,  bordering  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Lake  Ontario,  must  find  a  market  at  Montreal, 
and  the  advantages,  of  course,  of  a  great  propor- 
tion of  our  country,  must  go  to  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies.  A  canal  from  Lake  Erie  would 
draw  the  greater  portion  of  the  products  to  New 
York.  No  sura,  Mr.  Speaker,  could  be  too  great 
to  effect  an  object  so  grand,  so  splendid.  This 
bill  will  afford  a  trifle  only  towards  it.  Another 
great  object  would  be  to  construct  canal  locks 
around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  by  which  a  certain 
navigation  would  be  secured  to  ships  and  vessels 
descending  that  river,  to  the  great  advantage  of 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  the  Western  Stales. 
There  are  other  great  national  objects,  said  Mr. 
S.,  which  are  familiar  to  all,  and  which  might 
have  been  perfected  if  the  bill  had  remained  as 
originally  reported,  but  which  will  be  paralyzed 
by  the  bill  on  the  table.  Let  us  take  a  view  of  it. 
The  bill,  as  amended,  appropriates  a  capital  of 
near  eleven  millions,  or  8050,000  per  annum,  to 
be  divided  among  the  States  annually,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  their  Representatives  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  proportion 
of  each  to  be  applied  within  the  respective  States 
in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct. 
This,  said  Mr.  S..  ap{>ears  at  first  view  plausible 
and  fair;  what,  however,  will  be  its  operation? 
New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Maryland.  Delaware,  and  South 
Carolina,  never  can  have  any  increaseof  members 
on  this  floor:  they  will  increase  in  numbers,  but 
such  will  be  the  superior  increase  in  other  Slates, 
that  I  must  consider  those  Slates  stationary  as  lo 
representation  in  Congress.  Thus,  while  other 
Slates  Will,  at  every  census,  increase  their  pro- 
portion of  the  fund,  the  proportion  lo  those  Stales 
will  decrease.  Maryland  will  draw  for  four 
years  from  the  fund,  a  proportion  as  9  to  183 — or 
^31,968  each  year.  In  1820  a  new  census  will  be 
taken, after  which  herproporlion  will  probably  fall, 
by  the  great  increase  of  New  York  and  the  West- 
ern Stales,  to  $25,000;  1  fear  to  a  less  amount; 
and  in  ten  years  more,  to  perhaps  $15,000.  The 
other  stationary  States  which  1  have  named  will 
be  similarly  situated.     Delaware  will  now  divide 


$7,100  annually.  This  bill  cuts  her  off  effectually 
from  every  ray  of  hope  of  ever  effecting  her  grand 
plan  of  connecting  the  bays  of  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware.  Pennsylvania  will  scarcely  apply  her 
proportion  out  of  her  own  State;  she  will  hare 
projects  enough  wiihin  her  own  territory.  I  will 
mention  one:  a  canal  to  connect  the  Susque- 
hannah  with  the  Schuylkill,  which  will  divert 
her  attention  from  the  cut  from  one  bay  to  the 
other.  New  Jersey  has  flattered  herself  with  a 
canal  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Rarilan.  This 
bill,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  a  death-blow  to  such  hopes. 
That  object  is  one  of  great  national  importance, 
and  this  bill  grams  New  Jersey  about  $24,000  per 
annum  for  four  years,  and  perhaps  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  for  ten  years  thereafter,  to  perfect  a 
work  that  would  be  eminently  useful  to  this  na- 
tion, especially  in  war,  and  which  cannot  be  ex- 
ecuted for  less  than  iwo  millions  of  dollars. 

Gentlemen  may  flatter  themselves,  said  Mr. 
S.,  that  the  liberality  of  Congress  will  hereafter 
grant  sums  specifically  for  an  object  so  highly 
important.  Not  so,  Mr.  Speaker  ;  this  bill  will  be 
the  precedent  that  the  Western  and  large  States 
will  cling  to,  and  never  hereafter  will  they  apply 
a  sum  of  money  to  an  improvement  in  any  State 
without  requiring  for  themselves  a  sum  in  pro- 
portion lo  their  numbers.  By  this  bill  the  sta- 
tionary Slates  are  making  themselves  completely 
tributary  to  those  which  may  be  the  increasing 
Slates.  The  sura  proposed  for  Maryland,  as  al- 
ready stated,  is  nearly  $32,000;  not  enough  to 
make  four  miles  of  a  good  turnpike  road.  In  how 
many  parts  is  this  pittance  to  be  divided  ?  How 
many  will  be  the  claimants?  Baltimore  will 
want  it  perhaps  for  two  turnpike  roads  and  three 
bridges  over  the  Susquehaunah,  the  Susquehan- 
nah  Canal  Company,  and  for  the  road  to  Wash- 
ington. The  Potomac  Caaal  Company  and  the 
canal  between  the  two  bays  will  also  have  their 
claims.  All  of  these  are  different  interests;  all 
will  think  they  have  equal  claims  ;  all  will  have 
their  agents  here  soliciting  the  members.  What 
a  time  we  shall  have  !  Sir,  said  Mr.  S..  you  are 
about  to  throw  the  apple  of  discord  into  this 
House — one  that  will  never  decay.  Instead  of 
members  attending  to  the  public  business  here- 
after, they  will  be  constantly  engaged  in  bargain- 
ing, trucking,  buying,  and  selling;  and  he  that 
can  go  into  market  with  twenty-nine  voles  in  his 
hand  will  make  the  best  bargain.  Sir.  I  look 
with  disgust  at  the  picture  before  my  eyes  that 
will  result  from  this  bill. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Calhoun)  has  mentioned 
as  his  main  object,  a  great  turnpike  road  from 
Maine  to  Georgia.  The  gentleman,  said  Mr.  S., 
knows  little,  if  he  believes  thai  the  money  will 
be  so  applied.  Many  of  the  States  have  made 
their  roads  and  bridges.  That  leading  route 
brings  DO  commerce  in  ail  its  long  line  to  the 
seaports.  Does  the  gentleman,  asked  Mr.  S.,  re- 
ally believe  that  the  members  from  Virginia  will 
apply  the  proportion  of  that  State  to  the  road 
from  Alexandria  to  Richmond  ?  If  he  does  he 
deceives  himself.  If  they  expend  the  amount  on 
roads  let  bim  look  West;  there  is  the  direction. 
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;     k  t^ot  a  dollar  will  be  speDt  od   Virginia   io  any 
j     i  i)iher  direction.     Norfolk  must  be  very  adroit,  if 
'     ^i*°y  P*'''  *'"  be  expended  on   the  canal  of  the 
2^Di.>>mal  ^warap,  a  canal  of  great  national  import- 
ance, ar>d   which  this  bill  will,  I  fear,  effeciually 
i  ^deprive'-of  any  important  national  aid. 
»  :    Mr.   Speaker,  I  frankly  confess,  that  I  would 
5  ^ijreatly  prefer  being  silent  on  the  subject  of  roads 
X  .and  canals  during  the  present  session.     We  have 
S  -jUst  em-Tged  from  an  expensive  war,  the  charges 
'j  -of  whicti  are  not  yet  known.     By  the  next  session 
vwe  shall  have  a  more  correct  view  of  our  finances. 
jThe  view  we  now  have  is  on  estimates.     Let  us 
;£rst  pab'.  the  bill  for  e>tablishing  a  sinking  fund. 
Let  us  have  time  to  know  the  operation  of  the 
new  tariff  of  duties  laid   the  last   year.     Let  us 
know  ti^e  amount  of  militia  and  other  claims  of 
the  States,  and  the  arrearages  for  army  accounts. 
All  xhese  can  be  known  by  the  next  session,  when. 
if  we  wave  the   means,  gentlemen  will  find  me, 
<aid  Mf.  S.,  as  liberal  as  any  member  of  this 
C  House  lo  promote  objects  of  internal  improve- 
e  ment,  tiirndin;  to  great  national  purposes.     Have 
.T  we  the  'means  now  to  meet  this  bill  1     This  is  a 
\   question,   continued    he,    which    the   gentleman 
^  ought  to  have  a.sked  himself  before  he  brought  in 
.^  the   bil!.     Nay,  sir,  It  was  incumbent  on  him  to 
<i'  show  that  we  could   spare  the  amount.     A  sum 
•  such  as-S650,0(X)  per  annum  will  sink  deep  into 
•our  fin/jnces.     Sir,  said  he,  the  great  objects  of 
rCongreiis,  1  thought,  on  its  meeting,  was  to  estab- 
lish  iht?   means  to  pay  off  the  national  debt,  to 
}essen   !he   public   expenditures,  and,  if  we  had 
:means  )o  spare,  to  repeal  such  of  the   internal 
taxes  a.-t  are  obnoxious  and  unequal — such  as  the 
stamp  *ct  and  the  tax  on  licenses.     These  two 
taxes  ar^  unequal  and  unjust  io   their  operation  ; 
the  starup  tax   falls  on  the   necessitous,  and  is 
5  evaded  ^n  some  citiet  ;    the    retailer's  license  is 
\  paid  by  many  poor  people,  who,   perhaps,  have 
^  act  a  capital  of  $500,  some  not  $100.     My  opio- 
^  ion  is.  ^\d  Mr.  S.,  that  tho^e  taxes  ought  to  be 
T  repeals^  before  we  apply  so  large  a  sura  as  S<^50,- 
S  000  pep  annum  to  a  new  and  untried  object.     If 
rt  we  pas.fthis  bill,  we  must  keep  on  all  the  internal 
taxes,  aiid  reduce  the  sum  which  the  Committee 
'.:o(  Wa\fs  and  Means  have  proposed  for  the  pay- 
'^^ent  of.  the  national  debt.     Sir,  I  have  said,  that 
i.nhe  gentleman  ou^hi  to  have  shown  the  means  of 
^meeting  this  large  appropriation.     I  made  a  mo- 
Cflion  in   the  Commiiiee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
^^epeal  i^e  internal  taxes;  but,  on  examination,  I 
^•'found  fbn  the  daia  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
5  Treasu.y)   that  it  could  not    be  done,  unless  the 
sum  for  the  Sinking  Fund  should  be  lessened  ;  I, 
'therefore,  consented   to  waive   the  subject  until 
*ihe  next  session.     Gentlemen  flatter  themselves, 
that  savings  may  be  made  in  our  expenditures. 
•  Some  will  be  made  ;  but  not  to  an  amount  greater 
%  lihia  wUl  meet  outstanding  claims  of  States  and 
J"  ;individoals,  not  yet  settled,  and  new  plans  of  ex- 
S  '.pending  money,  with   which  your  table  is  now 
\  covereii. 
^»  -     Mr.  Speaker,   I  have  examined  the  finances, 

t'i^wiih   a  view  to  the  bill  now  under  discussion. 
"♦The  daia  I  have  taken  is  the  report  of  the  Com- 
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raittee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  Sinking  Fund, 
bottomed  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  which  it  will  be  recollected  the 
Secretary  charges  no  interest  on  the  capital  of 
seven  millions  vested  in  the  bank,  because  he 
presumed  the  dividend  would  meet  the  amount 
of  that  interest;  he  also  gives  credit  for  the 
bonus  of  Sl-500,000  from  the  bank,  in  three  an- 
nual payments,  as  it  Incomes  due.  Tiie  result 
of  my  examination  is,  as  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  there 
will  be  10  the  Treasury— 

On  the  l8t  day  of  January,  1818    -         -    $3,650,000 
Deduct  one  year's  interest,  payable  on  the 
$7,000,000  bank  stock  in  1817,  at  5  per 
cent 


Revenue  of  1817,  agreeably  to  the  Secre- 
tary'•  report  .         -         .         .         . 


Deduct  therefrom — 

Perroanent  expenses  of  1818, 
less  four  millions,  to  be  ad- 
vanced from  the  Sinking 
Fund  of  1818,  to  purchase 
debt  in  1817        -         -         -  18,500,000 

Interest  on  bank  stock  for  1818        356,000 


350,000 

3,300,000 

16,250,000 

19,550,000 


Surplus 


18,850,000 
700,000 


In  the  Treasury,  1st  of  January,  1819      -        700,000 
Permanent  revenue  per  Secretary's  report  22,250,000 


Deduct  therefrom — 
Permanent  annual  expense  -  22,500,000 
Interest  on  bank  stock  •  -  350,000 
Ditto  on  bonus,  500,000  paid 

in  this  year         ...  30,000 


32,950,000 


Surplus 
Permanent  revenue  in  1820 


22,880,000 

70,000 
22,250,000 


Permanent  expenses  for  1820  22,500,000 
Interest  on  bank  stock  -  -  350,000 
Ditto  on  bonas,  one  million     -         60,000 


22,320,000 


22,910,000 


Deficiency  -  59U.0O0 

$22,910,000 

It  is,  however,  expected  that  the  sales  of  land 
will  give  more  than  its  usual  amount  in  1820, 
but  not  more,  in  my  opinion,  than  will  be  met  by 
new  and  increased  expenditure.  Under  this  view 
of  our  finances  I  cannot,  at  this  time,  said  Mr. 
S.,  consent  to  any  new  plan  of  expending  the 
public  money.  My  great  object  is  to  pay  off  the 
national  debt,  which  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  will  do  in  twelve 
years,  and  if  there  shall  appear  to  be  a  surplus 
when  we  next  meet,  let  us  first  repeal  the  inter- 
nal   taxes ;  they   were    war    taxes,  which    were 
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passed  to  continue  a  certain  time,  and  no  longer ;  ' 
you  are  pledged,  lo   good  faith  to  the  people  to 
repeal  them,  as  sooo  as  you  have  the  means  from 
other  objects  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  j 
Government.     Be  just;  pay  your  promise  to  the  ; 
people  before  you  pledge  such  an  amount  forever 
as   $650,000  per  annum.     If  you  pass  the   bill, 
the  internal  taxes  either  mu»t   remain  upon  the 
people,  or  you  must  lessen   the  sura  proposed  to 
extinguish  the  national  debt.     Sir,  a  gentleman 
from  North   Carolina.  (Mr.  Dickens.)  moved  a 
resolution  this  morning  to  repeal  the  tax  on  salt. 
It  failed.     It   happens    very  extraordinarily  that  i 
the  duty  on  salt  amounts  annually  to  $650,000,  . 
the  precise  sum   that  this   bill  appropriates  for 
roads  and  canals;  and  I  rather  think  it  probable  I 
that  the  people  in  North  Carolina  would  prefer 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
on   salt,   to   the   bill    for   expending  the   whole 
amount  received  from  that  duty. 

It  has   been  said,  continued  Mr.  S.,  that  the 
great  public  road  which  connects  the  Ohio  with 
the  Atlantic  Suites,  has  been  hiwhlv  beneficial  to 
Maryland,  and  particularly  to  Baltimore.     It  is 
true  ;  and  permit  me  to  boast  a  little  on  that  sub- 
ject.    Sir.   that  great  and    imporiani   road   was 
obtained  by  the  constant  and   unremitted  exer- 
tions of  Governor  Worthington.  and   Mr.  MoR- 
Bow,  of  Ohio,  and  my  humble  endeavors,  against 
the  wishes  of  the  highest  and  deservedly  the  most 
popular  character  in  the  United  Slates.     If,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  had  n^ver  done  any  other  beneficial 
act  to  recommend    myself   to   my  constituents, 
that  one  action  ought,  and,  I  believe,  would,  give 
me  their  support  and   confidence.     But,   sir,  at 
whose  expense  has  that  road  been  made  I     At 
the    charge  of   the    United   Stales  ?     No.     You 
know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  a  compact  was  made 
between  the  United  Stales  and  Ohio,  wheo  that 
Stale  was  received  into  the  Union,  by  which  the 
State  of  Ohio  was  bound  to  levy  no  tax  on  the 
public  land  nor  on  any  land  sold  by  the  United 
Slates,  for  five  years  after  such  sale;  the  United 
States  bound  itself  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  all  land  sold 
wiihiQ  that  State,  of  which  two  per  cent,  was  to 
be  applied  to  the  making  a  turnpike  road  from 
the  river  to  the  Atlantic  waters.     It  is  that  fund 
alone  which   furnishes  the  means  to   make  the 
road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio,  and  the  fund 
is  amply  sufficient  to  complete  it.     The  aid  given 
by  the  Uoited  Slates  is  to  advance  monev  lo  an- 
ticipation of  the  fund.     I  believe  that  full  one- 
third  the  advance  has   already  been  reimbursed. 
The  Cumberland  road  has  been   made  in  part, 
and  the  residue  is  progressing,  by  the  citizens  of 
Maryland,  at  their  own  expense,  to  Cumberland, 
a  distance,  1  believe,  of  160  or  170  miles.     There 
the  United  States  have  commenced.     The  road 
runs  about   tweniy-five  or   thirty  miles  through 
Maryland,  and  then  runs  through  Pennsylvaoia 
and  Virginia  to  the  Ohio. 

Io  fine,  I  am  for  appropriating  our  funds,  wheo 
we  can  act  advisably  on  the  subject,  to  the  mak- 
log  such  roads  aod  canals  as  have  for  their  ob- 
ject naiiooal  advantages;  not  lo  be  divided  into 


small  and  insignificant  sums,  to  be  applied  to  ob- 
jects within  the  power  and  means  of  the  States 
individually. 

Mr.  Sheffey,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  had  in- 
tended, before  the  final  question  was  taken  oo  the 
bill  before  the  House,  to  have  given  his  opinion 
somewhat  in  detail  on  its  merits  ;  but  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour,  as  well  as  the  persuasion  that 
the  lime  of  the  House  was  precious,  induced  him 
to  forbear  going  into  the  subject  at  large.  He 
would  confine  himself  lo  a  few  general  princi- 
ples, which  he  thought  applicable  to  the  question 
before  the  House. 

The  subject,  said  Mr.  S.,  presents  two  propo- 
sitions for  our  consideration  :  First — Does  the 
Constitution  authorize  Congress  to  make  provis- 
ion by  law  lo  attain  objects  such  as  are  contem- 
plated by  this  bill  ?  Secondly — If  such  power 
exists,  is  it  expedient  to  exercise  it  now.  and  in 
ihe  manner  proposed  ?  On  the  first  question, 
though  I  accord  in  seotimeot  with  the  honorable 
gentfemao  from  Soath  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
that  we  have  the  power,  yet  I  do  not  agree  with 
him  that  we  derive  it  from  that  clause  in  the 
Constitution  to  which  he  referred  it;  that  which 
empowers  Congress  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  aod  excises;  to  pay  the  debts  aod 
provide  for  ihe  common  defence  and  general 
welfare."  I  do  out  view  the  latter  ^ntence  as 
containing  a  distinct  substantive  grant  of  power. 
It  roust  be  taken  io  coonexioo  with  the  other 
provisions  in  the  Constitution;  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, ought  to  be  understood  in  this  sense — that 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  levy  mooey  ^'  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,"  so  far  as  the  commoo  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare  is  coofided  to  them  by  this  Coosti- 
tutioo. 

If  we  possess  the  power  in  question,  it  must  be, 
as  incidental  to  some  one  or  more  of  the  powers 
expressly  delegated  to  us;  as  an  instrument  the 
more  effectually  to  attain  some  or  all  of  the  great 
ends  for  which  this  Government  was  iosiituted. 
It  is  here  where  those  who  contend  for  the  exist- 
ence of  this  power,  and  those  who  deny  it,  sepa- 
rate. It  has  been  said  by  some,  and  stated  to-day 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Pitkin)  as  his  opinion,  that  Congress  could 
employ  no  means  to  carry  into  effect  the  delega- 
ted powers,  but  such  as  were  absolutely  necessary. 
[Mr.  Pitkin  here  rose  and  said  he  had  staled  it 
QOt  as  his  own,  but  the  opinion  of  others,  with 
which  he  disagreed.]  Mr.  Sheffey  said  he  was 
glad  to  find  he  was  mistaken.  It  was  an  opioion, 
however,  seriously  entertained,  and  often  uttered 
OQ  this  floor.  If  such  is  really  the  fact,  then  this 
Government  is  without  any  power  whatever.  As 
in  the  physical  and  moral,  so  in  the  political 
world,  there  is  scarcely  an  end  which  may  not  be 
attained  by  different  means.  If  the  objects  con- 
fided to  you  can  be  effecttd  only  by  such  means 
as  are  absolutely  necessary,  how  will  you  effect 
any  ?  If.  to  execute  the  power  "to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,"  you  direct  that  my  land  shall  be  sold 
for  non-piayment  of  a  direct  tax,  I  may  say  the 
law  IS  unconstitutional,  because  it  is  not  abso- 
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lately  necessary  that  you  should  sell   my  land: 
you  might  sell   my  house,  or  obtain  the  lax   by 
any  other  means;  all  of  them,  perhaps,  equally 
cerisno  to  attain  the  end,  but  none  of  them  abso- 
lute!]^ necessary.     If  to  execute  and  provide  pro- 
per sjtoctions  to  your  laws,  embracing  subjects  ex- 
^  ^    pressir  delegated    to  Congress,  you   impose  im- 
"If    prisoDment  on  the  delinquent,  may  he  not  say 
\  ;    that  you  are  guilty  of  usurpation  ;  that  the  priva- 
tion 0^1"  his  liberty  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
execute  your  laws  ?     In  fact,  sir,  there  is  no  im- 
agina:/le  case  where  this  doctrine  would  not  un- 
nerve you,  and  render  this  Government,  formed 
for  grfat  purposes,  and  ostensibly  invested  with 
great  powers,  utterly  imbecile,  and  a  subject  of 
derisi(.n  and  contempt. 

Those   who   formed    this   Government,   acted 
like  w;ise  and  practical  statesmen.     They  desig- 
nated ^he  objects  of  your  jurisdiction  ;  the  means 
.    whicl.  you  should  employ  to  secure  those  objects, 
I  they  tfid   not,  because  they  could   not  prescribe.' 
They  kft  the  selection  of  the  instruments  to  those 
who  should  be  appointed  to  use  them.     They  in- 
;   vested  you  with  all   the  means  •' necessary  and 
-.  propel^'  to  carry  into  effect  the  delegated  powers, 
•;  and  kXt  you  to  determine  what  was  "necessary 
and  nryper."     Hence  I  contend  that  if  the  object 
Itself  j,  within  your  control,  a   measure  which 
'  tends  to  promote  or  effectuate  it  is  not  limited  by 
-  any  Constitutional  restriction,  but  is  a  matter  of 
discretion,  for  the  abuse  of  which  we  are  respon- 
^    sible  to  our  constituents,  as  in  those  cases  where 
%'  the  power  is  unquestionable. 
^.'      I  ha<!  intended  to  have  shown  how  the  provis- 
^    ions  of  this  bill   tended  to  promote  many  of  the 
>«    objects  which   have  been  expressly  confided   to 
:  this  Government.     For  the  reasons  already  men- 
,  ;  tioned.  I  shall  confine  myself  to  one  or  two  top- 
Ajics.     The  common  defence,  involving  protection 
?54*?ainst-domesiic  violence,  and  security  from  for- 
if  eign  invasion,  are  objects  not  only  confided  to  us, 
*    but  cortptitute  high  and  commanding  duties.     To 
;V  t  fender  ^defence  against  foreign   invasion  (which, 

4  jin  in  itj  very  nature,  supposes  the  enemy  to  have' 
^Jthe  coi^mand  on  the  ocean)  effectual,  is  it  not 
J  necessa;y  that  you  should  have  all  imaginable 
i  .facilities   in    collecting   and    concentratin°    your 

5  -/orces ;  transporting  subsistence,  arras,  an°d  rau-  ,  ..  ..  .„..  ..a.  .uc  «.rc.se  or  tnis  power  w.l 
5j^.tions:  and  maintaining  the  communication  be-  I  conflict  with  the  policy  of  the  Srate«  and  in7er 
^|tween  different  important  and  commanding  po-  I  fere  with  their  designs  of  internal  .mproveraent 

.^it.ons?     And  how  IS  this  to  be  effected?     There  |  This  certainly  is  not  an  argument  To  nrove  our 

-  ns  but  one  answer :  by  means  of  roads  and  canals.  !  want  of  power.  Wherever  there  is  cSn/urren 
|Js  this. Government,  then,  to  be  dependent  for  |  jurisdiction  over  the  same  ujec  uch  mterfer 
^.jthese„d.spensable  facilities  on  theauthorit.es  of;  ence  may  and    will   happen.  ^Sucrcot^current 

fheS[a.es,who  may  or  may  not  provide  them?  I  jurisdiction    does    exist    in    many    othe?    cases 

^^n'he  aftrmative  implies  that  the  duty  of  defence  j  Should  any  conflict  arise,  thTconsttu  ion  has 

-^asbeeu  imposed  upon  us ;  but  the  power  and    established    you   as   the  supremeTuthoritv  •   to 

iOieans   to  render    it    effectual,  are    left  in  other  '  which  not  only  the  laws   b^  he  constuu    o'n  of 

jhands    -For  myself  I  cannot  yield  to  a  construe-    the  States  must  yield.     But  thrpower   or  which 

i^^eTt.ru  Itf  w°siim  "toVtr  a"^  th^'^h-"^  """'^  '  '   ''""r'   ''  '^^'^"g-"-   "°  ShL^Grernmrnt^.f 

"  terned  :ourTowe?^^'  in  mt  nnii^         ^'^  '' T   \  1'°^"''^  exercised,   will  rarely  conflict  with  any 

yerned,;Our  powers,  in  my  opinion,  are  ample;    State  purpose.     Tneir  power  is  to  regulate  facil- 

-  >ind  thic  object  alone  would  authorize  us  to  es  itate  and  momml  roli^J^A  ,  '^&"'^'^' '*'^"- 
•- 4ahli«h  '  lin»r%f  r,.,^e  o.,^  „»  I  '  "'^  "  '"  «'s  'I**"?  ano  promote  trade  and  intercourse  between 
**abl,sh..  line  of  roads  and  canals  along  the  whole    the  several  parts   of  the   same   State-  ours  is  to 
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purposes  mentioned,  but  to  be  proceeded   upon 
whenever  it  should  be  deemed  expedient. 

But  there  is  another  primary  power  delegated 
to  Congress,  m  the  execution  of  which  the  means 
provided   by  this  bill  are  equally  "necessary  and 
proper,     and  admit  of  a  more  extensive  scope 
By  the  second  clause  of  the  enumerated  legislative 
powers,  Conrress  are  authorized  "  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  and  between  the  seve- 
ral Stales,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."     What  is 
the  nature  of  the  powers  here  vested  ?     The  reg- 
ulations of  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  have  been  universally  con- 
sidered as  exclusive  powers  vested  in  the  General 
Government.     No  State   has  pretended  to  inter- 
fere with  either.     To  regulate  commerce  between 
the  several  States,  in  its  nature  must  be  exclusive. 
The  conflicting  legislation  of  the  States  would 
destroy  the  uniformity  which  this  clause  was  in- 
tended to  establish.     Besides,  two  or  more  States 
could   not  regulate  the  commerce  between  them 
but  by  compact,  which  they  are  expressly  forbidden 
trom  entering  into,  without  ihe  consent  of  Con- 
gress. 

If  the  power  to   regulate  commerce  between 
the  States  is  entirely  and  exclusively  transferred 
from  the  States,  who  formerly  possessed  it,  to  the 
United  States,  I  think  it  fair  lo  infer  that  Con- 
gress now  possess  all  the  power  on  this  subject 
which  all   the  Slates  separately  possessed   when 
they  consented  to  relinquish  it ;  or  in  other  words, 
that,  with  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween   themselves,  the  Stales  transferred  all   the 
means  which  they  might  have  used  in  execution 
of  that  power,  as  incidental.     Could  the  States 
before  they  divested  themselves  of  the  power,  in 
order  lo  facilitate  commerce  and  intercourse  with 
one   another,  have  cut  canals  and    made    roads? 
Could    two  or  more  of  them   have  entered    into 
compacts  providing  for  such  facilities  ?     It  seems 
to  me  too  clear  for  denial.     Unless,  then,  it  can 
be  shown    that  the    United    Slates   received    the 
primary  power,  and  that  the  Slates  retained  the 
means  which  they  possessed  to  examine  it  while 
in  their  hands,  the  inference  is  strong,  if  not  irre- 
sistible, that  the  power  and  the  means  have  been 
transterred  to  us. 

It  IS  said  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  will 
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the  interest  of  each  State;  the  other  is  general, 
embracing  the  interest  of  the  whole. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  States  by  providing  fa- 
cilities of  intercourse,  each  between  its  several 
parts,  thereby  effect  the  objects  which  I  assign  lo 
the  United  Stater.  But  is  the  commerce  and 
communication  between  the  several  members  (so 
important  to  strengthen  the  bond  of  union)  to  be 
lefi  to  the  States,  whose  jealousies  and  desire  of 
aggrandizement  in  many  cases  would  lead  them 
to  obstruct  it  ?  It  is  notorious  that  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  between  the  several  States. 
as  conferred  on  Congress,  grew  out  of  the  meas- 
ures which  had  been  adopted  by  several  States, 
tending  to  restrict  and  lessen  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  them  and  other  States.  The 
States  will  be  partial  to  their  own  towns  and 
ports,  and  they  will  give  facilities  to  draw  the 
trade  of  the  interior  to  them,  though  its  natural 
current  (which  they  will  obstruct  by  all  possible 
means)  would  lead  it  elsewhere.  This  is  the 
natural  effort  of  the  spirit  of  Siaie  aggrandizement 
and  local  jealousy.  With  us  ii  cannot  make  the 
same  progress,  because  we  fuperintend  the  inter- 
est of  the  whole.  There  are  some  objects  vitally 
inieresiing  lo  several  States,  to  ihe  accomplish- 
ment of  which  private  means  and  enterprise  are 
perhaps  not  competent,  and  which  it  would  be 
unjust  to  expect  to  be  effected  by  the  Stale  who 
has  the  local  jurisdiction  ;  such,  for  instance,  as 
the  culling  a  canal  round  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio. 
All  the  immense  region  above  and  below  is 
equally  interested  in  effecting  this  great  object. 
Shall  Kentucky  or  Indiana  alone  bear  the  burden, 
when  many  others  are  alike  benefiiied  by  the  re- 
sult ?  Can  ihose  States  effect  it  whose  territo- 
ries are  distant  ?  Certainly  not.  Who,  then,  is 
to  provide  for  this  great  object  ?  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  who  has  under  its  ex- 
clusive control  the  commerce  between  the  several 
Slates. 

It  remains  to  be  considered  whether,  by  a  fair 
construction,  the  words  "to  regulate"  commerce 
between    the  several   Slates  confer  the  power  to 
afford   it   all   reasonable  facilities.     I   understand 
the  word  "'  regulate."   as  used   in    the  present  in- 
stance, to  imply  an  entire  control  over  ihe  subject 
in  all  Its  relatioo.-t.     Such  has  been  ihe  uniform 
construction  of  this  Government  as  administered 
by  all  parties.     The  same  clause  which  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  "resulate"  commerce  be- 
tween the  several  States,  gives  the  power  to  reg- 
ulate commerce   wiih   foreign  nations,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes.     Under   the  first  of  these  pow- 
ers, Congress,  lo  give  external  commerce  all  pos- 
sible   facilities,   have   erected   light  houses,  piers, 
and  beacons;  ihey   have   established   regulations 
for  seamen  in   the  merchant  service;  they   have 
levied  a  capitation  lax  on  these  seamen,  contrary 
to  the  rule  of  the  Consiiiuiion,  (as  being  a  case 
nol  embraced  by  it,)  to  create  a  hospital  fund  for 
the  sick  and  disabled.     Congress,  under  this  pow- 
er, have  suspended  commerce  entirely.     Under 
the  power  lo  "  regulate"  commerce  with  the  In- 
dian inbes,  trading  houses  have  been  erected  and 
roads   opened.     Did   any   person   ever  object  to 


these  acts  (ihe  one  suspending  commerce  except- 
ed) as  transcending  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
this  Government?  For  myself  I  can  say  I  never 
heard  of  any  such  objection.  This  detail  con- 
tains a  practical  construction  of  the  word  "  regu- 
late." and  furnishes,  moreover,  a  complete  an- 
swer to  the  idea  often  repeated  on  this  floor,  that 
we  can  employ  only  such  means  as  directly  tend 
to  execute  the  delegated  powers;  that  we  dare 
not,  without  usurpation,  depart  one  step  out  of  a 
direct  line  in  moving  towards  our  object. 

I  cannot  subscribe  to  a  doctrine  which  we  have 
heard  from  a  respectable  source  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion,  that  the  consent  of  the  States  is 
necessary  (o  enable  us  to  make  roads  and  canals. 
If  we  have  the  power  at  all,  it  is  the  supreme 
power,  which  will  execute  itself,  not  only  with- 
out such  consent,  but  in  opf)osiiion  to  the  will  of 
the  States.  The  consent  of  the  States  certainly 
can  give  us  no  power  where  the  Constitution  has 
not  vested  it,  otherwise  it  might  happen  that  we 
might  do  in  one  State  what  we  could  not  do  in 
another.  The  idea  that  the  consent  of  the  Slates 
IS  necessary,  arises  from  blending  two  distinct 
subjects.  If  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
roads  and  canals  when  constructed,  should  be 
desired  by  the  United  States,  the  Slates  must 
first  relinquish  their  jurisdiction.  But  this  has 
no  connexion  with  the  act  of  making  the  roads 
and  canals.  You  build  custom-houses  without 
the  consent  of  the  States;  but  their  territorial 
sovereignty  over  them  is  not  lost;  all  crimes 
committed  there  are  cognizable  by  the  State  au- 
thorities. So  ii  would  be  in  relation  to  roads 
and  canals  made  by  your  authority. 

On  the  second  question,  embraced  by  the  meas- 
ure before  you,  viz.,  the  expediency,  I  shall  be 
very  concise.  To  me  it  appears  obvious,  that  by 
creating  facilities  of  mutual  intercourse,  you  bring 
the  different  parts  of  this  extensive  country  nearer 
together.  The  inhabitants  of  ihe  different  por- 
tions, by  becoming  better  acquainted,  will  become 
better  friends.  Local  ambition,  jealousy,  and  ani- 
mosity will  be  lessened ;  the  Union  will  be 
strengthened,  because  national  benefit  will  be 
added  to  national  security,  as  an  additional  mo- 
tive for  us  to  remain  one  people.  But  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith) 
has  given  us  a  detail  of  our  finances,  l>om  which 
he  infers,  that  however  useful  and  proper,  in  it- 
self, this  measure  may  be,  our  means  do  not  au- 
thorize the  undertaking  at  this  time.  I  will  not 
now  enter  inio  the  question  whether  his  infer- 
ence is  correct,  though  I  incline  to  think  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  given  a  picture  of  our 
resources  loo  unfavorable.  But  I  would  rather 
retrench  in  other  expenditures  than  permit  this 
great  object  lo  be  neglected.  Reduce  your  army, 
introduce  a  system  of  rigid  and  well-regulated 
ecouomy  (not  parsimony)  into  the  administra- 
tion of  your  finances,  instead  of  the  waste  and 
disorder  whiqh  now  prevail,  and  your  means  for 
effecting  the  purpose  contemplated  by  this  bill 
will  be  ample.  Indeed,  so  important  is  this  sub- 
ject to  ilie  country,  in  my  opinion,  that  rather 
than  see  it  fail.  I  would  consent  to  borrow  money 
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at  ei^ht  per  ceniM  or  lay  a  tax  on  the  country. 
The  Capacity  of  the  people  to  pay  taxes  would  be 
increased  in  proportion  as  the  price  of  transpor- 
tation oi  their  products  to  market  would  be  di- 
rainiilied — a  result  which  must  follow  a  well- 
organ, zed  and  liberal  system  of  internal  improTe- 

Mr.  Yates,  of  New  York,  said,  after  what  had 
been  ijlready  said,he  had  not  that  excessive  vanity, 
and  hf  hoped  he  never  would  have,  to  suppose 
that  hi?  could  with  patience  be  heard  by  the  House, 
in  recurring  tu  those  objects  of  great  national 
concern  which  had  been  so  ably  and  powerfully 
presented.  The  advantage  of  free,  easy,  and  un- 
reslra.ned  intercourse,  its  effect  upon  the  national 
character,  upon  its  wealth,  resources  and  pros- 
perity'—upon  mutual  attachments,  and  attach- 
ment, to  the  Government  of  the  country,  the  fa- 
cility'of  defence  in  tiraeof  war,  and  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  using  the  resources  of  the  nation 
for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  those  desirable 
objects,  were  all  of  this  description.  Contrary 
therefore  to  his  original  intentions,  he  would  con- 
fine t*ie  few  ubservations  he  was  about  to  make 
to  the  practicability  of  effecting  some  objects  for 
which  the  appropriation  was  intended.  To  the 
one  tpith  which  he  was  most  acquainted,  and 
whiclr  he  believed  was  acknowledged  to  be  of 
prima/y  importance,  he  would  particularly  con- 
tine  htmself.  The  canal  from  Erie  to  the  Hud- 
son h»d  been  a  subject  of  much  conversation  for 
many  years— by  some  it  was  suppo.sed  chimerical, 
by  others  practicable;  but  at  such  an  enormous 
expense,  that  ic  ought  not,  in  the  present  Mate 
of  our  country,  to  be  attempted.  He  believed 
neith.  r  supposition  well  founded.  There  was  no 
country  in  the  world,  perhaps,  where  a  canal  of 
that  nitent  could  with  so  much  ease  be  made. 
Portions  of  it  could  be  finished,  and  the  Govern- 
ment and  country  derive  advantages  from  it,  with- 
out 11.;  immediate  continuation  throughout  the 
whole  distance.  The  commencement  of  opera- 
tions Wis  not  therefore  liable  to  the  same  objec- 
tions #hich  might  with  justice  be  made  to  many 
other  Similar  projects,  namely,  that  it  must  be 
complijted  before  it  could  be  used,  and  an  aban- 
donmmt  of  it  would  be  the  loss  of  all  the  money 
and  labor  expended.  A  day  or  two  previous  he 
had  provided  himself  with  *a  map.  with  an  inten- 
tion lo  enter  fully  into  the  discussion  ;  but  the 
Hous(.  was  exhausted  and  impatient,  and  he 
would  not  venture  to  detain  them.  He  referred 
however  to  the  map,  on  which  the  route  of  the 
canal  ■was  nearly  given — sufficiently  accurate  to 
show  Ms  general  course.  Alt.iough  the  late  survey 
somewhat  varied  from  the  one  laid  down  on  the 
map,  throwing  it  more  south,  it  would  be  seen, 
that  if  the  canal  were  continued  from  Rome, 
west,  a  distance  of  a  little  trore  than  forty  miles, 
it  would  intersect  a  number  of  streams,  some  of 
these  >-ufficiently  large  for  feeders,  and  at  the  ter- 
ramat.on  it  would  reach  the  outlets  of  the  Seneca 
and  Cayuga  Lakes.  This  would  at  once  divert 
the  trade  of  the  country  on  the  borders  of  those 
lakes  *nd  near  ihem  from  its  present  course.  The 
Houstt  could  form  an  opinion,  from  the  extent  of 


country  and  its  popalation,  what  that  trade  must 
probably  be.  including   the  intermediate  country 
between  Rome  and  these  lakes;  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  surplus  produce  of  which  can  with 
more  ease  and  less  expense  be  sent  to  a  Canada 
market  than   to  Now  York.     Oneida,  Madison 
Onondaga.   Cayuga,  and   Seneca   counties,  con- 
taining nearly  three  million  three  hundred  thou- 
sand acres,  and  rising  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  inhabitants — the  whole  of  this  country 
very   fertile,  and  capable  of  sustaining  a   much 
larger  population  than  it  now  has — great  part  of 
it  still  a  wilderness,  but  settling  rapidly.     The 
natural  and  least   expensive  channel  for  the  ex- 
ports of  almost  all  this  region,  is  down  theOswego 
river  to  Ontario,  and  thence  down  the  St.  Law« 
rence.     It  is  a  subject  which  ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered lightly;  it  is  interesting  to  every  Amer- 
ican ;  it  involves  not  inly  pecuniary  considera- 
tions, but  the  atiachinents  and  affections  of  the 
people.     He  did  not  believe  there  was  any  part 
of  the  United  States  where  the  attachments  of 
the   people    were   more    firmly   rivetted    to    their 
Government.     They  had  had  during  the  late  war, 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  country  on  to  Lake 
Erie,  repealed  occasion.s  lo  give  evidences  of  this. 
They  had  always  been  ready  and  willing  to  per- 
form their  duty  as  citizens  of  the  American  Re- 
public.    But  It  becomes,  notwithstanding,  neces- 
sary, on   the   part  of  Government,  to  use  every 
exertion  for  the  purpose  of  removing  obstacles  to 
the  performance  of  duty,  or  temptations  to  swerve 
from   It.     The  expense  of  the  part  of  the  canal 
which  would  be  sufficient  to  divert  this  portion 
of  the  trade,  is   indeed  trifling,  compared   to  the 
object.     It  requires  notiiing  more  than  the  effort; 
every  difficulty  will  vanish.     He  had  this  morn- 
ing been  informed  by  a  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, that  the  Middlesex  canal,  from  Boston 
to  Merrimack,  cost  $17,000  per  mile.     This  was 
cut  for  some  distance  through  rock.     The  one  he 
now  spoke  of,  would  be  cut  through  a  soft  soil  ; 
the  ground  was  entirely  level  ;  the  only  lock  re- 
quisite, lor  a  distance  of  about  forty  miles  of  it, 
would  be  at  Rome.     From  the  most  accurate  in- 
formation that  could  be  obtained,  tins  part  of  the 
canal  can  be  constructed  and  completed  for  less 
than  $10,000  per  mile;  and  he  was  well  assured 
this  was  a  larger  sum  than  it  would  actually  cost. 
There  ought,  therefore,  to  be  no  hesitation,  if  the 
Government  have  the  power,  and  of  this  he  had 
no  doubt,  to  do  something  for   the  promotion  of 
so   useful,  so    advantageous  an   operation.     But 
this  was  a  small  portion  of  country;  the  exten- 
sion of  it  to  Erie  is  of  the  greatest  consequence. 
He  had   said  before,  but  would   repeat  it — in 
that  also  the  United  States  had  an  interest   on 
the    score   of   pecuniary    advantage    from    their 
land;  and  its  actual  increase  in  value,  in  conse- 
quence of  these  operations,  if  they  shall  be  com- 
pleted, will  be  much  more  than  sufficient  to  pay 
the  whole  expense  of  the  work.     As  an  expendi- 
ture, therefore,  from  which  they  may  expect  to 
derive  an  actual  per  centage,  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous.    He  had  given   the   population  of  the 
counties  which  would  be  affected  by  this  canal, 
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as  far  as  the  Seneca  outlet.  These  people  had 
in  some  measure  the  choice  of  two  markets.  The 
expense,  indeed,  of  transportation  to  New  York, 
was  greater  than  to  Montreal — yet,  if  there  were 
obstacles  in  their  way  to  the  Canada  market, 
they  would  then  use  the  other,  although  at  some- 
what greater  expense  ;  but  that  was  not  the  case 
with  the  more  Western  counties.  The  counties 
of  Ontario,  Genesee,  Niagara,  Cataraugus.  and 
Chatauqua,  contain  more  than  four  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  acres,  and  more  than  sixty- 
three  thousand  inhabitants.  The  exports  were 
rapidly  increasing,  and  without  the  canal  they 
had  no  other  outlet.  These  people  were  subject 
to  the  harassing  policy  of  the  Canadian  Goveru- 
ment,  without  remedy,  and  must  become  more 
and  more  interested  in  their  measures.  He  held 
in  his  hand  a  letter  which  had  not  been  intended 
to  be  used  for  this  purpose,  but  which  contained 
information  useful  to  show  to  what  extent  our 
peoplewould  become,  without  some  effectual  mea- 
sures on  our  part,  dependent  on  the  Canadas  for 
their  market.  The  letter  was  directed  to  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Brook3,)  from  whom  he  had  just 
received  it.  From  the  port  of  Sodus  only,  on 
Lake  Ontario,  there  were  exported,  during  the 
last  year,  for  the  Canada  market — he  named  a 
number  of  articles  of  produce,  among  them  were 
ten  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  a  very  considerable 
quantity  of  wheat,  corn,  potash,  dec.  From  this, 
an  opinion  could  be  formed  of  the  value  of  this 
trade.and  of  the  influence  it  would  hereafter  give 
the  Government  of  Canada  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  There  arc,  indeed,  other  objects  of  great 
importance,  but  there  are  none  which  so  strongly 
require  the  attention  of  Government  in  every 
point  of  view.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter 
into  an  examination  of  the  subject  farther.  He 
would  only  observe  that  whether  the  Congress 
aided  or  not, he  hoped  and  verily  believed  that  the 
State  of  New  York  would  ultimately  finish  the 
work  without  such  assistance.  Great  and  im- 
portant as  it  is  in  a  national  view,  yet,  if  no  as- 
sistance could  be  given  towards  it,  he  hoped  and 
trusted  she  would  not  be  wanting  in  justice  lo 
herself,  and  use  her  ample  means  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  an  object  demanded  by  every  prin- 
ciple of  national  or  State  policy, 

.Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  next  rose.  He  said, 
that  he  should  not  have  addressed  the  House  at 
this  late  hour,  had  he  not  been  influenced,  as 
well  by  the  importance  of  the  subject,  as  by  the 
principles  which  had  been  assumed,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  discussion  ;  he  would,  however,  pro- 
mise not  to  occupy  a  moment  of  their  time,  more 
than  was  indispensably  necessary  to  explain  his 
views. 

He  said,  it  was  certainly  true,  that  internal 
improvement,  upon  an  extended  scale,  by  means 
of  artificial  roads  and  inland  navigation,  was  in 
Itself  a  desirable  object;  it  was  desirable,  because 
it  would  facilitate  means  of  intercourse  between 
the  several  States;  it  was  desirable,  because  by 
diiQinishing  the  expense  of  transportation,  and 
enlarging  the  market,  for  the  various  products 
of  the  country,  it  would  enhance  their  value,  and 


thus  augment  the  totality  of  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  ;  and  indeed  it  might  be  productive  of 
many  other  advantages,  which  had  been  por- 
trayed, in  such  glowing  colors,  by  the  member 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhocn.)  He 
thought  it,  however,  well  worthy  of  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  House,  how  far  it  was  pru- 
dent, under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
country,  to  embark  in  the  scheme,  proposed  by 
the  bill  upon  the  table;  and  especially,  to  the 
extent  which  that  bill  proposed.  He  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment,  to  the 
amount  of  the  contemplated  appropriation.  It 
consisted  in  the  United  States'  bonus  and  divi- 
dends in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  the 
bonus  was  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  pay- 
able in  three  instalments;  the  dividends  were 
of  course  somewhat  uncertain  ;  but  as  the  United 
States  had  a  capital  of  seven  million  of  dollars  in 
the  Bank,  if  the  profits  of  that  institution  were 
only  equal  to  the  average  of  State  banks,  (and 
he  thought  it  was  obvious  they  would  be  greater,) 
the  dividends  would  amount  to  §700,000  per 
annum.  An  appropriation,  then*,  of  the  bonus 
and  the  dividends  as  they  should  annually  accrue, 
for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  would  amount  to 
an  immense  sum  ;  he  had  not  made  the  calcula- 
tion, but  he  said,  it  seemed  to  be  agreed  amongst 
political  arithmeticians,  that  one  per  cent,  of  any 
given  capital,  annually  appropriated,  and  operat- 
ing at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  upon  a  com- 
pound principle,  and  applied  to  the  capital  only, 
would  extinguish  it  in  a  period  of  thirty-seven 
vears.  Taking  this  then,  as  a  datum,  and  recol- 
lecting that  the  sum  here  would  beat  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent.,  he  thought  it  probable,  speak- 
ing from  conjecture,  and  without  the  aid  of  ac- 
tual calculation,  that  the  proposed  appropriation 
would,  in  its  aggregate  result,  upon  the  princij 
pies  which  he  had  nefore  stated,  be  equal  to  the 
extinguishment  of  about  $40,000,000  of  our  na- 
tional debt.  It  was  for  the  House  to  decide, 
whether  they  were  prepared  to  go  to  this  extent; 
it  was  for  them  to  say,  even  viewing  the  question 
in  the  light  of  expediency  only,  whether  it  was 
better  to  apply  the  amount  of  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation lo  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  or 
to  the  execution  of  the  great  scheme  of  internal 
improvement,  contemplated  by  the  bill. 

But,  he  said,  he  would  not  dwell  longer  upon 
this  view  of  the  subject;  because,  whatever 
might  be  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  what- 
ever advantage  it  might  promise,  he  should  feel 
himself  constrained  to  vote  against  the  bill,  upon 
the  ground,  that  it  embraced  objects  not  within 
the  sphere  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  with  real  reluctance  that 
he  entered  into  this  part  of  the  subject ;  because 
it  was  extremely  difficult,  at  the  present  day,  to 
take  any  ground  in  relation  to  that  question, 
which  had  not  been  in  some  degree  pre-occupied, 
on  former  occasions,  which  were  memorable  in 
the  history  of  this  country  ;  but  he  felt  it  to  be 
a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himself,  to  state  to  the 
House  his  construction  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
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ifcon;  Dcit  only  because  it  infiueDced  bis  course 
^^  jpon  th«  present  bill,  but  because  it  had  ioflu- 
^  rfnced  hijn  upon  many  other  iraporlant  occasions 
i{  a  whicii  he  bad  been  called  to  act,  since  he  had 
Ji  een  a  member  of  this  House.  If,  in  doing  this, 
>  e  shoul.l  occasionally  tread  in  ihe  footsteps  of 
liose  wh  J  had  gone  before  him,  he  must  find  his 
logy  ill  this  :  That  when  the  same  text  occur- 
'•^tjed,  It  could  not  be  explained,  without  resorting 
» ,^  some  degree  to  the  same  commentary. 
*  The  State  governments,  Mr.  B.  said,  were 
ibundantjy  competent  to  all  the  purposes  of  or- 
itjinary  l^islation;  to  the  protection  of  the  lives, 
'liberties,  and  property  of  the  people  ;  and  to  their 
rjwn  internal  order,  improvement,  and  prosperity. 
tifoT  yihs\  purpose,  then,  he  asked,  was  a  Federal 
!J|*,fOvernn'*ent  necessary  ?  He  answered,  that  it 
^4ras  nec»»ssary  for  the  purjjose  of  concentrating 
■^ijie  strength  and  resources  of  the  several  Slates, 
'  ^ilh  a  View  to  their  defence  against  foreign  dan- 
i^Her  ;  it  >as  necessary  for  the  regulation  of  for- 
V9>SQ  cor.imerce,  and  all  those  external  objects 
Hrhich  CTinsiitute  what  are  usually  called  the  for- 
5<*S°  relations  ef  a  country.  There  were  also 
^  ^me  fe4r  internal  objects,  which,  by  reason  of 
■»'^eir  very  great  importance  or  the  necessity  for 
<|fDiformi;y,  called  for  the  superintendency  of  a 
W;''ederal  <«overnment ;  such,  for  example,  amongst 
i»  others,  ati  the  regulation  of  commerce  amongst 


i^e  several   States,  the 


of 


money, 


the 


^.Istablishtnent  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization. 
'*"  In  conformity  with  these  ideas,  the  Constitu- 
lion  had  delegated  to  Congress  not  a  general  but 
4*  partial  legislative  power  j  comprehending,  in- 
^4eed,  all  the  external  objects  of  the  Government, 
^iut  only  a  few  specihed  objects  of  an  inler- 
i^yal  chaiacler.  distinctly  enumerated.  As,  how- 
wjver,  ib.:re  was  a  division  of  power  between 
vCie  Federal  and  Slate  Governments,  in  relation 
^\>  objecN  of  ihe  kind  which^  he  had  just  raen- 
i'^ioned,  stjch  was  the  jealous  cajution  against  any 

iossible  'misconstruction,  that  it  was  expressly 
eclared  by  the  tenth  amendment,  that  "  all  pow- 
ers not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
'  iwere  rtiained  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to 
^^ihe  people." 

<5*  Wheiaer,  then,  reference  was  had  to  the  pur- 
ij loses  foi  which  the  Federal  Government  was 
isiuuie|,  or  to  this  explicit  declaration,  ibis 
principle*  resulted — that  when  a  member  of  the 
lationaif  Legislature  was  called  on  to  acl,  be 
[ccupiet^  ground  directly  the  reverse  ot  what  he 
rould  o»«cupy  were  he  a  member  of  a  Stale  Le- 
V  f  islaturt"^: — there  he  would  be  able  to  do  whal- 
P|ver  warnot  prohibited  ;  here  he  can  do  nothing 
^(ut  that:  which  is  authorized.  This  principle 
•  iad  beei  the  polar  star,  by  which  he  had  uni- 
;j|jrmly  b^en  governed ;  and  not  being  able,  by  the 
t  '<lesi  lights  01  his  judgment,  to  find  in  the  Consii- 
",  Kilion  aijy  grant  of  the  power  proposed  to  be  ex- 
Vffcised  bV  the  bill  upon  the  table,  he  fell  himself 
fonstrai>ted  to  vote  against  it.  But  gentlemen, 
the  force  of  the  principle  which  he 
id  down,  had  entered  into  an  elab- 
•'ij  j)rate  ari;ument  to  prove  ibat   the  Consiuuiioa 
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bad  delegated  to  Congress  the  power  of  making 
roads  and  canals.  And  here,  Mr.  B.  said,  at  the 
very  threshold,  be  could  not  forbear  to  remark 
that  scarcely  any  two  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
upon  the  subject  had  agreed  as  to  the  provision 
of  the  Constitution  from  which  this  power  was 
derivable.  From  this  circumstance  alone,  be 
deduced  an  argument  of  some  weight  against 
them  ;  for  if  the  advocates  of  the  measure,  whilst 
they  united  in  the  result,  differed  essentially 
amongst  themselves  in  their  own  principles;  if 
one  derived  the  power  from  one  clause,  and  ino- 
tber  from  a  diCferent  one,  this  indicated  at  least 
such  a  degree  of  doubt  upon  the  subject,  as  should 
make  ihe  House  pause,  and  deliberate  seriouslv, 
before  it  adopted  a  conclusion  derived  from  such 
different  sources,  and  supported  by  such  contra- 
riant  principles. 

But,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  be  would  now  proceed 
directly  to  the  question,  and  would  endeavor  to 
show  that  the  proposed  power  was  not  sustaina- 
ble upon  any  of  the  principles  wbioh  bad  been 
assumed  as  the  btsis  of  its  support. 

Great  reliance  liad  been  placed,  in  the  course 
of  the  argument,  upon  the  language,  in  which  the 
power  *'  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,^'  (tc,  was  ex- 
pressed ;  particularly  the  words,  '■  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  Slates."  If  he  understood  the  argument, 
this  broad  proposition  bad  been  assumed — that 
Congre>s,  having  power  to  raise  money  by  laying 
and  collecting  taxes,  might  appropriate  the  mo- 
ney thus  raised  to  any  object  which,  in  their 
opinion,  would  contribute  to  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare;  provided  the  purpose  to 
which  it  was  appropriated  was  not  prohibited  in 
the  Constitution.  It  had  been  said  that  roads  and 
canals  would  contribute  to  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare;  and  hence  it  had  been  con- 
cluded that  Congress  had  therefore  power  to 
make  them.  If  this  constructiun  were  to  prevail,  he 
asked  what  would  become  of  the  specific  enumer- 
ation of  powers  which  immediately  followed  the 
clause  in  question?  Did  that  enumeration  meau 
anything?  He  could  act  suppose  that  any  gen- 
tleman would  contend  it  was  inserted  without 
meaning.  What,  then,  did  it  mean  ?  He  thought 
it  was  obviously  designed  as  a  limitation  upon  the 
previous  general  language  which  had  been  used ; 
that  is,  that  ibe  ''common  defence  and  general 
welfa/e"  wore  the  end  to  be  obtained.  The  va- 
rious enumerated  powers  which  followed,  were 
the  means  by  which  they  were  to  be  attained.  If 
any  other  consiruciiun  than  this  prevailed,  the 
consequence  would  be,  thai  a  Government  which, 
upon  the  face  of  ils  own  charter,  was  declared  to 
be  limited  to  certain  definite  objects,  would  m 
reality  become  almosi  wholly  unlimited;  for,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  proliibiiions,  (and  they 
were  but  few.)  Congress  might  appropriate  money 
to  any  object  whicli,  in  their  opinion,  would  pro- 
mote the  "general  welfare."  What  was  this  but 
a  substiiuliou  of  legislative  discretion  for  Consti- 
tulioiial  right  ? 

The  power  "to  establish  post  oflSces  and  post 
roads,"  had  also  been  relied  upon  in  jusitficaiioa 
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of  this  bill.     The  first  answer  which  presented  it- 
self to  this  argument  was,  thai  this  power  was  not 
even  pretended  to  embrace  canals;  and  as  to  (be 
roads  for  which    it  provided,  he  had  always  con- 
sidered that  nothing  else  was  intended  by  it,  than 
an  authority  to  designate  and  fix  the  mail  routes. 
Il  must  be  observed,  that  the  words  were  not  to 
cut  or  to  make  post  roads,  but  to  establish  them. 
He  thought   the  obvious  meaning  of  the  terms 
used,  justified  his  constructions.     Another  argu- 
ment in   favor  of  this  construction  was  this:  at 
the  time  when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  the 
State  governments  then  were,  and  long  had  been 
in  being;  and   having  charge  of  iheir  own   in- 
ternal improvement,  they  either  then  had,  or  it 
might  be  calculated  upon  that  they  would  make 
such   roads,  as  the  necessity  or  convenience  of 
their  citizens  rendered  necessary.     Considered  in 
ibis  point  of  view,  it  was  not  necessary  to  give  to 
Congress  the  power  to  make  roads  ;  all  that  was 
requisite  was  to  reserve  to  ihera  the  right  of  pas- 
sage,  adding  such   roads  as   the   States   had   or 
might  make  ;  that  right  is  involved  in  the  power 
to  establish  post  roads.     He  would  only  add  that 
the  House  had  been  informed,  by  the  venerable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  that  at  an  early  pe' 
riod  after  the  formation  of  ihe  Constitution,  this 
power  was  understood  to  convey  only  the  author- 
ity to  designate  and  fix  routes  for  the  mail;  this 
information  also  went  to  fortify  his  construction. 
There  were,  he  believed,  only  two  other  powers 
to  which  the  right  to  make  roads  and  canals  had 
been  referred,  not  as  being  expressly  granted  by  j 
them,  but  as  being  incident  lo  them,  and.  there- 
fore,  granted   by  implication.     These  were,   the 
power  ■■  to  regulate  commerce  amongvt  the  sev- 
eral Stales,"  and  the  power  '•  to  raise  and  support 
armies."     Upon  the  subject  of  incidental  powers, 
as  growing  out  of  whai  was-  generally  called  the  [ 
residuary   clause   in    the  Constitution,  he  would 
remirk.   that  to  justify  the  exercise  of  a  power) 
not  granted,  as  an   incident   to  one  which   was 
granted,  ii  was  nut  enough  to  show  that,  by  indi- 
rect and  remote  consequences,  it  might  conduce 
to  the  execution  of  the  granted  power;  such  a 
construction  would  break  down  all  the  barriers  of 
the  CoDsiitution ;  it  must  be  shown  that  it  bad 
an  immediate,  direct,  and  obvious  relation  lo  the 
power  granted.     He  would  exemplify  his  idea  by 
a  case  which  he  would  put.    Congress  had  power 
'to  lay  and  collect  taxes;"  but.  as  assessment 
was  necessary  lo  collection,    therefore  they  had 
power  to  appoint  assessors,  and.  upon  ibe  same 
principle,  collectors  also;  he   was  satisfied  that 
the  power  of  making  roads  and  canals  could  not 
be  assumed  as  incidental  to  either  of  the  powers 
which  bad  been  mentioned;  either  according  to 
the  definition,  or   the  exemplification  which  he 
had  given. 

To  regulate,  was  to  prescribe,  to  direct;  the 
power,  therefore,  "to  regulate  commerce  amongst 
the  several  States,"  meant  the  right  to  prescribe 
the  manner,  lerms.  and  conditions,  on  which  that 
commerce  should  be  carried  on.  This,  be  thought, 
was  ihe  plain  meaning  of  vhe  terms;  but  he  re- 
ferred also  to  the  history  of  the  times,  and  to  the 
14ili  Con.  2d  Sess.— 29 


local  circumstances  of  the  United  States,  in  proof 
of  this  idea.     Some  States  were  advantageously 
situated  for  commerce,  others  were  much  less  so; 
il  was  apprehended,  that  ihe  desire  of  the  first  to 
make  the  most  of  their  advantages  would  cause 
them  to  establish  partial  commercial  regulations; 
the  latter  class,  or  Slates  less  advantageously  sit- 
uated, would  endeavor  to  escape  from  their  ope- 
ration,  hence   were   feared  jealousies  and  feuds 
amongst  ihern  ;  to  avoid  these  evils,  to  put  com- 
merce amongst  the  Stales  upon  a-fooling  of  equal- 
ity, it  was  thought  right  lo  give  to  the  Federal 
Government  the  power  to  regulate  it ;  and  in  fur- 
ther contirmaiion  of  ihis  idea,  even  the  Federal 
Government  was  forbidden,  by  the  Constitution, 
from  giving,  "  by  any  regulation  of  commerce,  a 
preference  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of 
another."      His  colleague  (Mr.   Sheffey)   had 
contended  that,  before  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
siiiuiion.  the  States   had  the  power  lo  regulate 
commerce;  that   if  they  had  thought  proper  lo 
facilitate  it  by  roads  and  canals,  they  would  have 
had  the  power  lo   have  done  so.     He  had  said, 
that  the  power  lo  regulate  commerce  being  ex- 
clusive, whatever  belonged  to  the  Stales  had  been 
delegated  to  Congress;  hence  he  inferred  that,  as 
the  Slates  might  have  made  roads  and  canals,  as 
incident    to    the    regulation    of    commerce,    that 
power  having  been  granted   to  Congress,  the  in- 
cident passed  with  the  principal ;  and  that,  there- 
fore,  they  might  make  roads  and  canals.     The 
error  ol  this  argument  consisted  in  this:   that  the 
power  to   make  roads   and  canals  existed  in  ihe 
Slate  governments,  not  merely  as  an  incident  to 
any  oilier  power,  but  as  a  substaniive,  independ- 
ent attribute   of  sovereignty.      His    conclusion, 
therefore,  which   depended   mainly  upon  the  as- 
sumed principle,  that  the  power  of  making  roads 
and  canals  was  incident  lo  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce, as  this  principle  failed,  was,  as  it  respected 
the  premises  which  remained,  if  he  might  be  al- 
lowed  the  expres?ion,  a   no7i  sequitur ;    in    one 
word,   the  grant   of  one  independent  power  did 
not  carry  wiih  it  another  independent  power. 

The  last  power  by  which  this  bill  was  attempt- 
ed to  be  juslitied,  was  the  "power  lo  raise  and 
support  armies."  This,  it  has  been  said,  involved 
the  incidental  power  of  making  roads :  he  liad  al- 
ready expressed  his  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  incidental  powers;  he  had  already  en- 
deavored to  give  both  a  definition  and  exemplifi- 
cation ol  ttiat  kind  of  powers;  be  was  satisfied 
thai  the  making  of  permanent  military  roads  was 
not  incident  to  the  power  of  raising  and  support- 
ing armies,  according  to  either  of  those  standards. 
A  remark  which  be  had  made  in  relation  lo  post 
roads  was  equally  applicable  lo  military  roads — 
the  Stales  having  already  made  such  roads,  as 
necessity  or  convenience  required  ;  and  ii  being 
a  reasonable  expectation  that  such  (^her  roads 
should  be  made  by  them,  from  a  regard  to  ibeir 
own  interest,  as  further  experience  should  show 
lo  be  necessary,  the  fair  presumption  was,  that  it 
was  not  wiihin  ihe  contemplation  of  the  Consli- 
luiion,  either  by  express  grant  or  by  implicatioo, 
to  give  to  Congress  the  power  of  making  perma- 
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nt  roadf  for  the  use  of  the  United  States.     All 

1*^1  the  I'Dited  Slates  wanted  with  roads  for  the 

ii^e  of  their  armies,  was  a  mere  right  of  passage, 

d4T  whicLthe  roads  of  the  States  would  be  suffi- 

•vnt ;  if,  itdeed,  in  litue  of  actual  war  the  cutting 

\\  a  road  Were  unnecessary  to  enable  our  armies 

A  march, ^e  would  not  deny  tliem  the  power  to  do 

.  j|;  but  i\;ji  difference  between  such  a  case  and 

-jil;  preserit  bill  is  :  the  power  to  make  the  road 

^yng,  in  the  case  stated,  deduced   from   the  ne- 

54ssiiy  of  the  occasion,  would  only  be  co-extensive 

!«^*th  that  (jecessiiy,  and  as  the  one  would  be  tem- 

jiirary,  sovlikewise  would  the  other  be  ;  whereas 

3*6   bill  un   the   table  proposed  a  system   under 

25iich  roids  might  be  made  without  knowing. 

.•;,»iier    than    by    conjecture,    whether    they    ever 

Mtt^juld   be  used  as   military   roads,  under   which 

-vXads  wet^«  to  be  made  for  commercial  purposes ; 

iit,  abovu  all,  roads  in  which  the  United  States 

Yjould  haye  not  a  mere  right  of  passage  or  lem- 

«^}f>rary  us^>,  but  a  continuing  and  permanent  in- 

y-'Ttsl.     T'he  difference  between  these  rights  was 

•tjjportant    Mr.  B.  would  endeavor  to  show  it  by 

^>i|i:as€  which  he  would  put.    Suppose  the  United 

"^^ates  to  determine   to  turnpike  the  great  road 

^Ading  fiom  Richmond  to  Fredericksburg,  and 

Lm  that  pjrpose  to  esiablisii  a  company  ;  suppo-e 

i      vf^  Virginia  Legislature  to  incorporate  another 

'    ^4mpany  lo  turnpike  the  same  road  ;  in  this  col- 

f  jion  betvreen  Federal  and  State  authority,  which 

»*ould  pr ;vail?     He  thought  that  tlie  difficulty 

p,*answertng  this,  and  many  otherquestions  which 

^     plight  be  j)ut  upon  this  subject,  was  sufficient  to 

ilovf  thai  a  doctrine   which  led   to  such  conse- 

(^jjences  c.juld  not  be  sustainable. 

'  jMr.  T.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  the  de- 

nee  of  attention  which   I  have  had  occasion,  at 

^^rious  times,  to  direct  to  the  subject  embraced 

If  the  bill  before  the  House,  induces  me  to  >ub- 

^wit  a  few  observations.     My  intention  is,  princi- 

ii  illy,  to  present  to  the  view  of  the  House  some 

"^  omineni  facts — some  which  have  come  within 

uy   own  observation,  and   others  derived  from 

5  rurces  which  I  rely  upon  as  unquestionable  au- 

:   .  I   onty  ;  of  such  notoriety,  indeed,  that  their  a  J- 

tfisbion   i:>  expected   without  a  question;  while 


( 'eir  application,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  pointedly  di- 
/Jcted  to  the  subject  in  discussion.  They  go, 
..J^'^^^v"- -Wholly  in  illustration  of  the  expediency 
'14'  the  dieasure  proposed— and  here  I  must  be 
;rmitted,  first,  lo  remark,  that  I  find  myself  dis- 
jpointed  ami  unprepared  upon  another  point 
^awn  into  argument,  which  seems  to  arrest,  in 
i^e  outset,  all  other  considerations — Consiiiu- 
i  "anal  exceptions  are  taken  to  the  measure.  This 
lihad  not  expected  upon  the  present  bill,  because 
5*  provi  lOns  seem  carefully  guarded  upon  all 
Tie  points  upon  which  I  liad  apprehended  any 
i|onslitut:onal  question  to  ari>e.  In  us  present 
Hrm.  It  pKjposes  nothing  without  the  consent  of 
jije  States,  respectively,  and  leaves  the  particular 
l^^jects  and  mode  of  application  to  a  future  Con- 
>»ess,  whith,  it  is  fairly  presumed,  will  keep  wiih- 
j>  the  palcof  theConsiiiution.  Thecontrary  iscer- 
#«iQly  not. to  be  presumed.    If,  then,  any  provision 

'*|hatever  can  be  made  by  law  on  the  subject,  re- 
'. « 


quiring  an  appropriation,  this  hill  mu6t  be  found 
free  from  all  Constitutional  objection,  because  it 
does  nothing  more  than  set  apart  a  fund,  without 
making  any  specific  appropriation.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  discuss  the  question  which  has  arisen, 
especially  after  the  able  discussion  it  has  had  aU 
ready. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbouh.) 
himself,  has  given  a  most  lucid  and  eloquent  ex- 
position ot  the  Con.<''titution,  in  the  principles  of 
which  I  am  ready  to  agree  with  him.  I  only  dif- 
fer with  him  in  the  application  of  the  principle  ; 
in  the  practical  detail  of  measures  under  the  Con- 
stitution, and  especially  iu  its  application  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill. 

Whenever  a  Constitutional  doubt  is  opposed  to 
any  measure  of  great  importance,  I  am  compelled 
to  recur  lo  the  spii-it  of  the  Constitution — to  the 
original  necessity  which  at  first  declared  its  adop- 
tion. What  was  that,  sir?  It  was  that  of  the 
common  defence  of  numerous  separate  commu- 
nities, requiring  a  unity  of  design  and  of  action — 
trial  was  made  of  an  ordinary  confederacy — ex- 
perience demonstrated  that  it  could  only  be  held 
together  under  the  pressure  of  a  defensive  war — 
in  tunes  of  tranquillity  it  was  found  inadequate 
to  the  measures  requisite  to  ihe  security  of  all, 
and  a  Federal  Government  was  substituted  ;  to 
which,  by  its  Consiiiutiun,  was  assigned  the  all- 
important  powers  of  peace  and  war;  the  raising 
of  armies  ;  the  regulation  of  commerce  between 
the  Slates,  and  with  foreign  States.  Tlie  na- 
tional revenues  and  domain  were  assigned,  with 
those  power.-,  to  this  Government;  and  11  was 
charged  with  the  guarantee  to  each  State  ul  a  Re- 
publican form  ol  government — lo  regulate  the 
currency,  and  provide  lor  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare — in  a  word,  it  became  neces- 
sary 10  organize  a  General  Government  for  the 
general  interest,  because  iht  re  are  things  which 
no  single  Slate  can  be  bound,  or  under  any  obli- 
gation lo  do  ;  which  no  single  Slate  has  the  abil- 
ity to  do.  and  which  things  are  neces.sary  to  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare.  While 
we  confine  ourselves  to  these  objects,  the  Consti- 
tution IS  secure  ;  but  when  we  fail  or  neglect 
those  great  common  iuteresis,  the  spirit  ut  the 
Constilution  IS  broken — we  abandon  our  trust. 
As  a  national  Representative,  1  feel  myself  t)ound, 
by  every  obligation  of  duty  and  allegiance,  to 
provide  for  the  common  delence  and  general  wel- 
fare— to  provide  for  iheni  in  the  best  manner,  by 
the  most  appropriate  means.  I  know  of  no  single 
measure  so  esseniially  necesaary  lo  these  euds, 
as  that  which  proposes  to  facilitate  the  internal 
intercourse  of  this  great  country.  Without  inter- 
course, we  can  have  no  common  interest ;  and 
without  roads  and  canals  our  intercourse  is  diffi- 
cult or  impracticable. 

The  geniiemaii  from  Virginia  admits  that,  in 
time  of  war,  such  a  measure  would  be  proper ;  but, 
in  time  of  peace,  premature — you  know  not  by 
what  route  your  enemy  may  approach.  Tins 
last  position  is  untenai>le.  Tlie  great  lines  of 
communication,  which  are  proj)erly  national  ob- 
jects, eiiher  in  peace  or  war,  cannot  be  mistaken  ; 
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they  are  perfsctly  within  the  sphere  of  both  ciril  ^  do  those  things,  to  wit:  which  a  single  State  can- 
and  military  science.  The  lines  which  record  '  not  be  bound  to  do ;  which  a  single  State  is  una- 
our  sacred  Constilution  itself,  are  less  legibly  i  ble  to  do;  such  thing  being  evidently  requisite 
written.  These  we  derive  from  the  agency  of ,  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
our  fellow-men  ;  the  former  are  indelibly  graven  I  Are  the  improvements  contemplated  by  the  bill 
by  the  finger  of  God.  When  war  comes,  it  is  |  of  this  description  ?  I  might  appeal  to  the  inter- 
then  too  late  for  a  measure  requiring  the  regular  '  ests  of  peace  ;  I  might  appeal  to  the  interest  of 
process  of  well-directed  skill,  time,  and  labor,  every  section  of  the  Union.  None  can  apprehend 
Of  this  we  have  lately  had  a  practical  and  an  '  an  evil  from  such  improvements.  Ifanyhavean 
awful  lesson.  More  than  half  the  disaster,  ca- i  apprehension,  it  is  of  some  dangerous  abuse  ;  it  is 
lamity,  and  expense,  of  the   late  war,  proceeded  '  that  this  Government  might  go  too  far.     It  can- 


from  the  want  of  proper  facilities  of  intercourse. 
I  am  bold  in  the  assertion,  because  I  have  seen 
and  fell  its  truth,  which  you  find  now  confirmed 
by  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
who  speaks  from  the  experience  of  a  principal 
actor  in  the  scenes  of  that  war.  But,  during 
the  war,  you  are  without  a  remedy.  This,  also, 
I  have  had  occasion  to  feel.  Four  years  ago.  I 
implored  this  House,  almost  on  bended  knees,  to 
make  some  exertion  suited  to  the  necessity  which 
was 


t  not  be  an  apprehension  of  danger  or  disadvantage 
from  such  improvement,  such  as  a  State  cannot 
effect,  one  necessary  for  the  general  interest,  and 
I  one  made  wiili  the  consent  of  the  State  in  which 
I  it  is  situated,  and  not  otherwise. 
I  Will  it  be  said  that  the  Constitution  ought  first 
1  to  he  constitutionally  amended  ?  I  tliink  not ;  be- 
I  cause,  so  prevalent  is  the  opinion  that  it  is  as  full 
in  this  respect  as  it  ought  lo  be.  that  1  doubt  whe- 
I  ther  a  salutary  amendment  can  ever  be  made  ; 
manifest.  I  had  witnessed  the  failure  of  and  because  many  believe  the  practice  of  resort- 
campaign  after  campaign,  exceeding  each  other  '  ing  to  frequent  amendments  is  the  most  danger- 
in  degrees  of  disaster,  destruction,  and  expense.  I  ous  one  you  have  to  apprehend.  As  it  now  stands, 
We  had  witnessed  the  delay  of  the  Ontario  fleet ; 
we  saw  ourselves  indebted,  a.'ier  aa  exertion  of 
skill  and  enterprise  never  exceeded,  to  a  rare  ac- 
cident, a  Providence,  for  the  completion  of  the 
Erie  flotilla,  in  1813.  It  never  would  have  sailed, 
but  for  a  most  extraordinary  swell  of  the  waters 
in  June.  Yet,  so  pressing  and  various  are  the 
subjects  requiring  instani  attention  in  lime  of  ac- 
tual war,  thai  no  liope  can  be  reasonably  enter- 
tained that  ihe  necessary  improvements  can  be 
made  at  such  a  period. 

Cast  but  an  eye  over  the  extent  of  territory 
over  which  this  Republic  spreads.  The  neces- 
sity for  great  exertion  lo  improve  the  facilities  of 
intercourse  is  manifest,  if  we  had  no  experience. 
But,  shall  we  close  our  eyes  against  her  recent  ad- 
monition ?  Again,  look  at  the  numerous  streams 
and  waters  which  traverse  this  great  Continent 
in  all  directions.      See   how  great  ihe  object — 


there  is  no  want  of  power  lo  do  what  is  neces- 
sary for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  ; 
but.  in  doing  so.  circumspection  will  be  observed. 
You  cannot  easily  effect  unnecessary  purposes, 
attended  with  expense;  but,  mend  or  alter  that 
instrument  frequently,  and  can  it  be  for  a  moment 
believed  that  the  riglits  of  the  Stales  and  of  the 
United  States  can  continue  mutually  secure,  if 
this  be  a  desirable  object,  as  undoubtedly  it  is? 

Having  spent  some  time  in  meeting  the  diffi- 
culty which,  contrary  lo  my  expectation,  seemed 
to  arrest  the  bill  in  the  threshold,  I  stiali  now 
proceed  briefly  to  consider  the  expediency  of  the 
measure,  which  was  all  I  had  intended  lo  touch. 
Its  expediency  itself  has  been  disputed.  The 
measure  is  said  to  be  premature — too  expensive  for 
the  capacity  of  the  country,  and  especially  at  a 
lime  when  internal  taxes  are  resorted  to  for  the 
discharge  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  expenses 
how  little  oi  labor  nature  has  left  us  to  perform,  '  of  the  civil  list  and  peace  establishment.  Whence, 
compared    wiih   it.      The  invitation  is   strong:  I  I  would  merely  ask.  do  we  derive  most  of  our 

resources;  and  whence  do  gentlemen  opposed  to 


much  is  promised,  and  it  would  be  slothful  stu 
pidiiy  to  leave  that  Utile  undone.     It  will  not  be 


this  bill  tell  us  we  ought  to  look  for  the  whole  of 


said  we  ought  to  be  content  with  those  advan- j  our  revenues  in  lime  of  peace?     To  foreign  com- 


tages  in  the  state  in  which  nature  gave  them. 
This  would  be  to  say  the  arts  are  useless — that  the 
corn  ought  to  be  eaten  in  the  husk.  I  have  parted 
from  ihe  Constuaiional  question,  as  I  intended  to 
depart  from  it,  gradually;  for  not  a  national  ne- 
cessity exists,  which  the  proposed  improvements 
might  remedy,  but  is  a  key  to  unlock  the  Consti- 
tution. Neglect  them  until  the  moment  of  war 
and  peril  comes,  when  the  Constitution  (because 
the  country  also)  is  in  real  danger,  who  would 
say  you  had  violated  thai  Constitution,  had  you 
taken  seasonable  and  provident  measures  to  secure 
both  by  providing  the  facililies  of  intercourse? 
One,  and  only  one,  word  more  on  this  point.  I 
hold  this  truth  to  be  self-evident,  that  the  Consti- 
tution, having  given  the  powers  of  the  States  into 
the  hands  of  this  Government  for  the  purpose,  it 
has  enjoined  upon  it  also  the  duty  vigilantly  to 


merce.  This  is  the  doctrine.  How  then,  upon 
their  own  principle,  can  that  revenue  be  main- 
tained in  a  ratio  increasing  with  our  population, 
but  by  making  it  accessible  to  the  abundant  pro- 
ductions of  ihe  interior  country?  This  can  be 
effected  only  by  means  of  good  roads,  canals,  and 
improved  water-courses.  By  these  means,  your 
foreign  commerce  is  enriched,  and  its  revenues 
augmented  ;  by  these,  and  by  these  only,  is  a  value 
given  to  the  soil  ii.>«elf  of  your  public  lands,  your 
nexi  great  source  of  revenue — noi  a  nominal  or 
speculative  increase  of  price,  but  a  real  augment- 
aiion  of  Its  intrinsic  value.  The  sober  councils 
of  wisdom  and  experience  recommend,  above 
all  other  measures,  those  which  turn  the  atten- 
tion and  enterprise  of  our  citizens  to  their  own 
territory.  The  people  of  this  country  can  in- 
stantly distinguish  between  a  burdensome  expen- 
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ti^oney,  which 


leaves  no  trace  behiad 
'baleiul  habit  of  consuming,  and   the 

ijiun-'v^-'DP'^y^^^'^^*^*?''*^  inijreat  national 
.Vi^rks  of  ;;>ermanent  utility,  and  indeed  of  first- 
Taie  necessity  and  importance.  Such  are  the 
■jjl-jecls  of  t',)e  bill  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  because 
^i  facility  of  internal  navigation  and  intercourse 
Sjimotes  ajl  other  objects.  It  gives  a  due  value 
^#>Tery  production  of  land  and  labor;  it  affords 
Jl  advaninges  of  concentration,  without  the  mis- 

;s  of  a  I  rowded  population  ;  it  saves  the  labor 
exhausted  in  transportation, and  it  multiplies 

;hangeaple  commodities.     Millions  of  valua- 

f^-  articlev.have  lain  dormant  ever  since  the  ere- 
Ton,  whi-^h  the  means  of  cheap  transportation 
•^,;uld  brir.g  into  useful  operation.  The  greatest 
dj,.rtion  of  Dur  territory  is  so  far  interior,  that  more 
£inn  one-ljiilf  of  the  produce  of  agriculture  itself 
l^.-eipendt^  in  carrying  the  other  half  to  any 
.I'irket,  ws^ilst  other  articles  of  indefinite  amount 
.■main  as  jiseless  as  the  waters  of  the  wilderne.ss. 
miongst  khese  are  timber  of  all  kinds,  tar,  pitch, 
>€s.  plaster,  limestone,  bricks,  clays,  marble,  free- 
tene.  coaps,  &c.  Manures  alone  would  amply 
fjCipensai*'  the  proposed  improvements.  If  rev- 
lues  aloci;  were  the  objects  to  be  attained,  these 
jprovem#nts  would  be  sufficiently  imporiaot; 
et  this  co'jsideration  is  small,  compared  with  the 
?rmaneni^welfare  and  prosperity  of  a  great  and 
Irpwing  population.  Districts  of  country  are 
-stitute  ot"  limber;  others  are  burdened  with  its 
Iver-abunuance.  Numerous  districts  are  desti- 
]^|e  of  coal,  plaster,  and  lime  ;  others  possess  them 
*  ;no  purpjse.  Can  any  man  who  looks  at  this 
jrtat  country  believe  that  such  improvements 
if  uld  be  ijfl  expense  ?  As  well  might  the  farmer 
i^bear  to  r-lant,  because  he  first  must  plough.  No 
S|)ner  wiU  the  plan  be  fixed,  and  the  National 
•^^vernmeot  engaged  in  its  execution,  by  the  adop- 
fl'^n  of  suitable  measures,  than  the  advantages  of 
Xi4'  systen^  will  be  felt;  and  if  completed  in  ten 
irs,  the  Increase  of  revenue  which  it  will  cause, 
the  sar»je  time,  will  be  much  more  than  the 
t-iiole  cosi  of  the  works. 

'iCan  a  vrell  advised  system  of  internal  naviga- 
\%n  at  tht*;  day  be  thought  theoretical  ?  By  some 
[iwiU  foi»?ver  be  so  considered  until  it  shall  be 
,rried  inro  effect.  Will  it  be  said  by  any,  that 
l^lch  an  undertaking  would  divert  labor  from  use- 
11  pursui.U.  from  agriculture,  dec?  Experience 
\s  proved  the  contrary.  Canals,  it  is  true,  we 
[ive  not'  but  turnpike  roads  were  as  much  in 
»eory — were  deemed  as  visionary  twenty  years 
ijo  as  caoals  are  now.  But  roads  were  under- 
..^^en  ;  we  now  have  iliem  extendm|  in  all  di- 
?5Jciions,  their  aggregate  many  thousand  miles. 
^Vherevej  roads  have  been  actively  promoted. 
:^'VicultU(tf  has  tiourished  ;  wherever  they  have 
Si)fen  neglected,  the  same  slothfulness  which  ne- 
»*ected  them  also  suffered  agriculture  to  languish, 
^'he  good  effects  of  roads  has  exceeded  the  most 
[<nguioe  ifxpectation. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour) 

E*iimates  ihe  fund    proposed   to   be  set  apart  at 

750.000  annually,  and  states,  that  operating  as  a 

^^inking  fund,  it  would  extinguish  $45,000,000  of 


the  national  debt  in  twenty  years.  Now  I  think 
it  probable  that  the  fund  is  considerably  over- 
estimated. Be  this  as  it  may,  its  effect  in  twenty 
years  certainly  is  overrated  extremely.  Sup- 
posing the  debt  to  be  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum 
interest,  it  will  in  twenty  years  extinguish  $28,- 
5G0,000,providedyouaddtoitannually  $1,710,000, 
the  amount  of  interest  upon  the  whole  sura  for 
one  year.  The  steady  application,  in  half-yearly 
payments,  of  8750,000  and  $1,710,000,  making 
together  $2,460,000  for  twenty  years,  will  dis- 
charge a  debt  of  828,500,000,  and  no  more.  To 
extinguish,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  by  similar 
payments,  viz.,  half-yearly,  a  debt  of  $45,000,000, 
you  must  provide  81,184,000  and  $2,700,000,  to- 
gether $3,884,000,  annually,  for  twenty  years. 
To  discharge  the  first  mentioned  debt  of  $28,500,- 
000  in  twenty  years,  you  actually  pay,  in  the 
name  of  interest,  over  and  above  what  is  paid 
by  the  fund  of  $750,000,  the  further  sum  of 
$34,200,000;  and  to  discharge  the  last  mentioned 
debt  of  $45,000,000  in  the  same  lime,  you  actually 
pay,  in  the  name  of  interest,  $54,000,000  in  addi- 
tion to  the  aggregate  amount  of  twenty  annual 
payments  (made  to  half-yearly  instalments)  of 
$1,184,000  each.  The  advantage  of  a  sinking 
fund  consists  altogether  in  its  faithful  and  steady 
application  ;  but  in  stating  the  effect  of  any  given 
sum  set  apart  to  be  applied  to  principal,  it  ought, 
at  the  same  time,  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  the  interest  must  be  provided  annually  upon 
the  whole  amount  until  the  last  dollar  shall  have 
been  paid  off.  But  whatever  effect  it  might  have, 
it  certainly  would  have  none  greater  than  any 
other  equal  amount  would  have, and  it  ought  not 
to  be  held  tor  such  an  object  if  the  debt  be  not 
payable,  or  if  the  money  be  really  more  wanted, 
or  can  be  more  advantageously  employed  other- 
wise. 

That  the  improvement  of  the  intercourse  is  an 
object  of  much  more  importance  than  the  dis- 
charge of  a  debt  before  it  lalls  due,  I  believe  may 
be  confidently  assumed.  If  its  application  would 
increase  the  revenue  more  than  the  expenditure 
or  employment  of  the  capital  would  subtract 
from  it,  then  it  is  more  immediately  profitable. 
If  the  system  of  improvement  by  roads,  canals, 
and  the  removal  of  ob3tructions  in  water-courses 
was  completed,  the  labor  it  would  save  in  trans- 
portation in  one  year  would  more  than  equal  the 
whole  expense.  Any  man  personally  acquainted 
with  this  country,  in  its  whole  extent,  and  also 
with  the  labor  of  irausportation,  will  readily  ad- 
mit this  position  ;  to  those  unacquainted  with 
either,  but  more  especially  to  those  unacquainted 
with  both,  I  am  aware  that  the  assertion  will 
seem  bold  and  extravagant.  Flour  in  the  sea- 
ports IS  now  worth  $12  or  $13  per  barrel;  west 
of  the  mountains  it  is  worth  from  $6  to  $7  and 
$8.  These  prices  are  unusually  high,  yet  half, 
or  nearly  hall,  the  quantity  is  expended  in  car- 
rying the  rest  to  market.  Flour  is  less  ponder- 
ous, according  to  its  value,  than  most  other  agri- 
cultural produce.  But  the  transportation  of  art- 
icles to  seaport  markets  is  by  far  the  least  portion 
of  transportation — the  internal  commerce  between 
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citizen  and  citizen  being,  in  all  countries,  greater  ' 
by  far  than  the  external  commerce  between  the  | 
Slate  and  foreign  Slates  or  countries.     In  Great  ' 
Britain  itself  the  internal  commerce  is  known  to 
be  greater  than  the  foreign  as  seven  to  one;  in  ' 
other  countries   in   a    much  greater   proportion.  ■ 
But   in  these  United  States,  when  the  extent  of 
territory,  when   the  variety  of  production  and  ! 
pursuit,  is  considered,  the   foreign  will   bear  no 
comparison  with  what  the  internal  commerce  is 
or  ought  to  be.  but  which  it  cannot  be  without 
inland   navigation,  as  well  as    improved    roads,  i 
Roads  in  ail  countries  are  necessary  ;  they  are 
more  necessary  according  as  the  territory  is  more  ' 
extensive;  and  in  the  same  proportion  exists  the 
necessity  for  inland  navigation.     Within  a  cer-  i 
tain  extent  land  transportation  might  answer  all  j 
the  purposes  of  a  useful  commerce,  probably  with 
more  advantage   than  by  waters,  requiring  con-  : 
siderable  expense  to  improve  their  channels  ;  but 
in  a  more  enlarged  extent  land  transportation  be- 
comes less  adequate,  and  water  communication 
more  necessary  ;  and  in  a  country  of  the  extent  , 
of  the  United  States,  there  is  much  of  the  most  j 
useful  and  necessary  commerce  which  land  trans- 
portation  cannot   effect  at  all.     Plaster    may  be  : 
considered  as  the  soil  itself  or  rather  as  the  seed 
on    which    agriculture    depends;    without   good, 
roads  this   necessary  cannot  be  distributed,  nor  i 
will  it  bear  long  transportation  by  land  on  any  j 
roads;  by  canals  and  rivers  it  can  be  distributed  | 
to  every  neighborhood  ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  i 
clay,  lime,  coal,  and  timber.  . 

The  extent  of  our  territory  would  indeed  forbid  I 
the  attempt  at   canal  navigation  were   not  our  \ 
waters  as  extensive  as  the  territory  ;  but  this  be-  , 
ing   the  well  known  fact,  the  very  circumstance 
which  would  otherwise  form  the  chief  objection  j 
is  the  strongest  recommendation.     Four  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  of  artificial  canals  would  be  valu- 
able  where  they  are  the  only  means  of  water 
communication,  but  would  for  a  long  time,  prob- 
ably, be  too  expensive  an  acquisition  ;  but  when 
450  miles  of  canals,  of  the  least  expensive  con- 
struction, offers  to  our  acceptance  10.000  miles  of 
additional  inland  navigation,  the  case  is  reversed  ; 
and  the  sacrifice  we  make  is  in  the  neglect  of  this 
great  national  and  permanent  object. 

Look  at  every  country  in  Europe,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  China,  where  the  most  cogent  example 
might  be  found.  But  some  will  answer  me.  that 
we  ought  not  to  draw  our  examples  from  the  old 
and  despotic  Governments  and  enslaved  subjects 
of  Europe.  But  why,  then,  do  they  not  throw 
away  their  muskets  in  war,  and  their  ploughs  in 
peace,  because  these  implements  were  introduced 
from  Europe  ?  I  shall  not  dwell,  however,  abroad. 
In  China  we  see  a  great  country,  literally  filled 
with  inhabitants  ;  canals  are  its  support  and  orna- 
ment. In  Europe  we  have  only  to  name  the 
canals  which  abound  all  over  it.  They  have  al- 
ways been  most  encouraged  by  the  wisest  Gov- 
ernments, under  those  reigns  which  have  given 
the  character  to  each  nation  of  which  it  makes 
its  boast — think  of  Holland.  France,  Germany, 
Russia,  Prussia,  and  even  Sweden.     These  im- 


Erovements   are   associated  with   the    names  of 
louis  XIV.,  Frederick,  and  Peter  the  Great ;  in 
Great  Britain,  with  that  of  a  Bridgewater. 

I  shall  detain  you  with  particular  instances 
from  one  only  of  the  States  of  Europe — Great 
Britain — and  there  with  but  two  of  the  number 
of  instances  which  might  be  detailed.  The  first 
that  occurs  is  that  system  of  internal  navigation, 
projected  and  perfected  by  the  Duke  of  Bridge- 
water;  tne  whole  extent  is  only  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  miles,  but  so  expensive  and  difficult 
have  been  the  works,  and  so  great  the  perfection  at- 
tained,that  It  seems  more  than  the  resultof  human 
exertion.  Thelockage,aqueducts,culverr.s, feeders, 
and  reservoirs  of  this  navigation,  are  mere  expen- 
sive than  all  the  canals  required  in  the  United 
States;  but  the  most  extraordinary  part  of  all  is 
the  under-ground  navigation  of  eighteeb  miles, 
which  forms  a  part  of  it.  This  is  carried  upon 
two  levels;  the  lower  extending  twelve  miles 
th rough  different  seams  ofcoal,  the  upper  is  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  feet  higher,  extending  six  tniles,  and 
is  from  one  hundred  and  fourteen  to  ono  hundred 
and  eighty  perpendicular  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  The  communication  between  the 
upper  and  lower  levels,  an  inclined  plane,  dipping 
one  foot  in  four,  near  four  hundred  feet,  cut  in  a 
solid  rock  of  white  granite,  upon  which  the  loaded 
boats  are  passed  up  and  down  upon  rollers  and 
railways,  by  a  windlass  and  horse  power. 

This  navigation  connects  London.  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  and  Hull,  performing  amongst  them 
all  necessary  exchanges  of  commodities,  whether 
raw  or  manufactured,  enabling  these  great  and 
populous  cities  and  towns,  with  all  tht;  interme- 
diate country,  to  obtain,  besides  the  ordinary  ex- 
changeable  commodities,  clays,  quarried   stone, 
lime,  marble,  sand,  and  even  manures  of  all  kinds, 
and  fuel  for  their  immense  consumption.    Vastly 
expensive  as  the  works  have  been,  they  are  found 
profitable  to  their  owners,  and  justly  considered 
as  having  added  more  to  the  general  prosperity 
of  England  than  any  other  one  establisliment  has 
ever  done.    The  second  and  last  in  Europe  which 
I  shall  notice,  is  the  Forth  and  Clyde  navigatioD 
in   Scotland.      The    canal   which   unites    these 
waters   is  only  thirty-eight   miles   long;    but  a 
work  of  such  vast   expense  and  difficulty,  that 
although  it  had   been   projected   by  Charles  the 
Second,  and  having  been  abandoned  for  the  want 
of  resources,  was  again  revived   in  1723,  when 
a  survey  was  made;   again   in  1762,  63,  and  64, 
67,  and  68.    It  was  never  thoroughly  commenced 
until   1768;    never  opened  for   navigation  until 
1774.  and  then  but  for  something  less  than  half 
its  extent.     Eleven    miles   still   remained   to  be 
made  in  1784.     It  was  not  completed  the  whole 
distance  until  1790  ;  and  the  whole  revenues  were 
expended  in  perfecting  this  expensive  worjc  until 
1799  inclusive.     In  that  year  the  company  were 
permitted  by  act  of  Parliament   to  add  the  in- 
terest of  their  expenditure  to  their  original  stock, 
I  which  formed  an  accumulated  capital  of  £421,525, 
I  divided  into  1.297  shares  of  £325  each,  antl  on 
this  sum  their  dividends  were  limited  to  ten  per 
cent.,  and  the  first  dividend  was  made  in  1800,  of 
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\ag^  tbr«e  and  ooe  tbuteenib  per  cent.  This 
■3"!igaiion.  although  only  ihiriy-eight  miles,  wis 
cifivblructed  at  ail  enormous  expense;  having  its 
j^mit  levKJ  at  an  elevation  of  one  hundred  and 
fSlr-siz  feet;  medium  width  of  the  surface  fi/ty- 
,^ffgt,  al  {)ottom  twenty-seven,  depth  through- 
*jr*ibe  wholje  eight  feet,  calculated  to  be  increased 
>iiae;  tbj>'ty-nine  locks  of  eight  feet  fall  each, 
.i^niy-fuur  feet  long,  and  twenty  wide  between 
t^  walls ;  ^sses  over  ten  large  aqueducts,  and 
f  jiy-lhree  smaller  ones.  There  are  thirty-three 
vSk ^bridges  over  it,  and  sixty-three  houses  be- 
[ing  to  li'.e  compftny,  two  dry  docks,  and  eight 
[^nsive  reservoirs,  covering  in  ail  eight  hundred 
:  twenty-f>ight  actes,  and  from  which  the  .sup- 
l^f  water  is  conveyed  from  six  to  twenty  miles. 
,1  whole  tfxpense.  as  has  been  stated,  was  X421.- 
equal  ig  $1,873,576.  or  $49,304  per  mile. 
Siolwiths^andiug  the  enormity  of  the  expense, 
ll^  improvement  is  found  not  only  a  profitable 
2,|k«k  to  the  -company,  but  to  give  new  importance 
iv,^J|[coiland.     The  error  most  conspicuous  in  the 


ork  was.  that   it  was  not 
vigor;  that  Goverameai 
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cd(2lucl  of  }his  great 
p2fecuted  with   more 

c^VQol  lend' an  efficient  aid,  so  as  to  have  had  it 
if^ruductii'^e  and  useful  operation  in  three  or 
i«i  years  fium  its  commencemenL  Minute  de- 
t.;VTin  ibis«place  would  be  tedious;  they  must 
tijj.vfore  be  omitted  ;  yet  in  order  to  convey  the 
otf^rest  viev;  of  the  importance  of  this  single  im- 
f^'^emenl,  po  better  illustration  can  be  given, 
i,^^  a  $im;^le  but  summary  statement  of  the 
p^Mfre.-'S  of  \yealth  in  its  vicinity,  and  of  the  rev- 
e^X  derive^  from  the  tolls  for  a  given  period. 
'mS  stateuint  I  shall  attempt ;  the  materials  are 
d^f*'^^  froi^  an  authority  which  I  believe  may 
tff<Qplicitlw  relied  upon.  It  will  show  that  its 
^Qiages  Were  small,  have  steadily  and  rapidly 
^<ased,  tt^t  they  have  become  great,  and  are 
as  likely  to  increa:>e  as  heretofore.  The  rev- 
"Is  of  lh^5  canal  were,  omitting  fractions,  in 
'V  XG78  ;,  1784,  £7,457  ;  179-1,  £12.373 ;  1804, 
C1872;  aud  in  1814,  £48,074  sterling;  equal  to 
IJ3,64S.  "^"he  increase  of  population,  improve- 
Uf.-'  it,  and  general  prosperity  of  the  city  of  Glas- 
gj*,  and  aJ)Dg  the  whole  iract  of  the  canal  and 
if*  icinily,ias  been  in  a  ratio  correspondent  to 
•|j*  of  ibe^revenue  which  accrued  to  the  canal 
c>^.  pany.  'fime,  however,  would  fail  to  permit 
inference '10  the  statistical  accounts  by  which 
t£|  IS  demonstrated  ;  these  are,  however,  in  the 
lib  of  anvmember  of  this  House.  The  instance 
tipon  tld  whole,  most  striding;  esjMJcially 
,[r,Q  it  is  Considered  that  this  is  in  a  country 
iij^i:h  had  %  remained  stationary  for  centuries, 
«5'T  confirrned  habits.  If  such  effects  are  ex- 
pi fenced  ill  the  dry  tree,  what  may  we  not  hope 
fn^jn  the  gceen  ? 

^come  bu:k  now  to  our  own  country,  the  great 
ifSiires  of  #trhich  we  have  all  contemplated ;  the 
cXiitry  wbjch,  above  all  others,  presents  at  once 
I.  fi  means  ^nd  the  inducements  for  similar  en- 
ii^;jrise.  Canals  here  have  not  yet  had  an  ex- 
['^«ment;  toey  have  been  but  partially  attempted, 
I'Jiout  any  aid  or  patronage  from  Government, 
Laid  whk<h,  la'lhis  country,  is  peculiarly  and 


iodispeosably  necessary  to  their  success  ;  because 

those  of  most  importance  are  so  to  the  whole 
community  rather  than  to  any  portion  of  it. 
The  situations  in  which  they  are  required  might 
be  enumerated,  the  evident  advantages  dwelt 
upon,  the  practicability  demonstrated;  but  as  an 
epitome,  let  a  single  in.^tance  be  selected;  one 
which  has  in  a  manner  forced  itself,  almost,  but 
scarcely  altogether,  into  existence  and  usefulness. 
1  select  this  one  because  I  have  offered  facts  to 
support  the  statement  which  I  shall  offer  respect- 
ing it,  and  because  these  facts  are  recent:  The 
Dismal  Swamp  Canal  in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina.  This  improvement  has.  indeed,  been 
long  projected,  and  some  progress  made  in  the 
work,  though  very  imperfect;  it  had  been  cut 
through  the  land  which  separates  the  waters  of 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Albemarle  Sound, 
and  furnished  wiin  wooden  locks,  but  not  of 
i^ufficient  depth  or  width,  nor  were  the  works 
kept  up.  It  was  neglected  from  the  want  of 
funds.  So  great,  however,  were  the  hardships 
experienced  lor  want  of  a  communication  during 
the  late  war,  that,  under  all  the  inconveniences 
of  that  period,  a  considerable  .share  of  attention, 
under  the  dictates  of  Dece.<«aity,  was  directed  to 
this  canal,  and  exertions  are  still  continued  for 
its  completion,  but  with  considerable  doubts 
whether  the  want  of  sufficient  funds  will  not 
again  force  a  suspension.  Imperfect  as  it  was, 
It  was.  in  1815,  for  about  six  weeks,  open  for 
navigation.  In  that  short  period,  and  besides 
the  articles  paying  toll  by  valuation,  the  follow- 
ing articles  are  officially  stated  to  have  passed 
through,  viz:  6,519,419  shingles  ;  1.160,591  staves; 
16,703  bushels  of  Indian  corn;  2,313  bushels  of 
rice;  2,138  hogsheads  of  tobacco;  2,767  bbls.  of 
fish  ;  3,575  barrels  of  tar;  329  casks  of  turpentine 
spirits;  2,475  bales  of  cotton  ;  119  barrels  of  black 
lead  ;  327  tons  of  iron  ;  181  tons  of  lead,  powder, 
and  shot.  A  small  encouragement  from  Gov- 
ernment by  subscription  for  shares  of  slock  or 
otherwise,  would  insure  the  completion,  on  aa 
enlarged  plan,  of  this  valuable  work,  which  u 
otherwise  in  danger  of  failure;  the  more  especi- 
ally to  be  regretted,  because  it  (as  well  as  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal)  is  one  of  the 
links  of  the  chain  of  inland  navigation,  fromi 
Boston  harbor  to  St.  Mary's  river;  the  import- 
ance of  which,  as  a  national  object,  is  sufficiently 
understood  by  this  House  and  this  nation.  The 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company  wait 
only  the  nod  of  this  CJovernment  to  be  again  lo 
activity,  with  funds  within  its  reach  to  the 
amount  of  S600,000,  (100,000  of  which  have  been 
actually  invested  in  the  works,  upon  a  permanent 
plan,)  depending  wholly  upon  the  encouragement 
of  subscription  for  stock  by  this  Government,  to 
the  amount  of  only  about  one  quarter  of  that  sum. 
In  Jersey,  also,  individual  enterprise  is  in  pre- 
paration, anxiously  waiting  only  the  encouraging 
intimation  from  this  Government.  New  York 
IS  in  similar  readiness  upon  a  larger  scale.  So, 
also,  is  Pennsylvania,  and  I  believe  every  State 
in  the  Union.  But  each  must  be  diw;ouraged, 
lor  the  want  of  any  assurance  that  correspondent 
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improvements  in  neighboring  Slates  will  be  ef- 
fected, upon  which  the  value  of  its  own  must 
greatly  depend,  and  above  all  by  the  circumstance 
that  the  National  Government  possess  exclusive- 
ly the  funds  adequate  to  insure  success  to  under- 
takings of  so  much  magnitude,  and  the  paramount 
interest  in  their  completion;  as  their  obvious  ten- 
dency is  to  enrich  the  revenues  of  commerce,  to 
enhance  the  national  lands,  and  afford  the  cheap- 
est and  most  efficient  detence  of  the  country. 

The  facts  which  have  been  stated,  the  experi- 
ence of  a  recent  war,  the  interests  of  peace,  the 
favoring  aspect  of  the  world  at  peace,  and  the  state 
of  our  own  resources,  all  recommend  the  great 
objects  of  improvement  to  this  Government,  and 
especially  at  this  time.  In  settling  a  peace  sys- 
tem, these  should  form  a  prominent  part  of  it. 
Other  considerations  press  the  subject  upon  us  at 
this  period.  Who  can  say  what  foreign  com- 
merce has  to  offer  us  after  the  present  year?  Let 
Qs,  then,  secure  one  at  home,  and  navigate  through 
our  own  peaceful  territories,  when  we  have  no 
object  to  invite  us  across  the  ocean.  Nor  ought 
we,  in  the  security  of  peace,  to  forget  that  we 
have  lately  been  at  war  Circumstances  are  not 
wanting  at  this  moment  to  admonish  us  that  the 
world  IS  not  to  be  trusted.  The  temper  of  Spain, 
of  Great  Britain,  and  of  some  Indian  tribes,  are 
far  from  being  in  harmony  with  us  on  some 
points  of  considerable  importance.  One  circum- 
stance of  great  importance  was  noticed  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  yesterday,  (Mr.  Gtold) — 
the  rivalship  of  an  adjoining  province  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  trnde  and  commerce  of  our  pos- 
sessions. The  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  at 
present  afford  the  only  channel  of  export  to  more 
than  hall  the  territories  of  Vermont  and  New 
York,  to  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania.  Ohio,  Indiana, 
all  the  Michigan  territory.  Part  ot  this  exten- 
sive district  IS  already  populous,  and  the  rest  be- 
coming so  with  rapidity.  Smuggled  merchan- 
dise may  defraud  our  revenue,  and  rival  our 
manufactures  in  that  quarter,  and  its  produce  of 
all  kinds  must  be  drawn  to  the  British  ports  in 
Canada  by  the  easy  descent  of  the  waters.  By 
the  same  channel  an  intercourse  is  easily  kept 
up  between  the  British  Government  and  traders, 
and  all  the  .Northwes'ern  Indians,  so  as  to  secure 
their  trade,  and  cherish  unfriendly  dispositions 
towards  us.  The  whole  of  the  trade  and  com- 
merce ol  all  that  extensive  region,  as  well  of  the 
f resent  and  future  white  population,  as  with  the 
adians,  may  l>e  advantageously  turned  and  se- 
cured lo  the  United  States,  only  by  improved  in- 
land navigation  and  roads.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  both  those  of  the  Lakes  and  St. 
Lawrence  afford  a  greater  abundance  of  lumber 
than  any  river  in  the  United  States — that  large 
importaiions  through  Canada  are  alone  wanting 
10  furnish  transporis  for  large  supplies  of  that 
lumber — I.  for  one,  am  not  disposed  totally  to 
disregard  the  possible  rivalship  of  British  enter- 
prise in  that  quarter,  especially  when  it  is  a  com- 
mercial enterprise,  connected  with  her  shipping 
interests,  even  with  her  navy.  We  possess  the 
ample  means  of  securing  to  ourselves  that  part 


of  our  northern  trade  which  belongs  to  as ;  and  I 
would  rather  resort  to  those  means  in  due  time, 
than  afterwards  to  regret  their  neglect.  Let  us 
never  forget  that  Great  Britain  taught  us  the 
experiment  of  building  a  100  gun  ship  on  Lake 
Ontario,  when  not  a  man  in  the  Government 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  believe  it.  When  it 
could  no  longer  be  doubted,  then  it  could  never 
get  out  of  Kingston  harbor;  and  when  this  was 
effected,  then  such  a  ship  would  be  too  unwieldy 
for  the  lake  ;  could  not  be  sea-worthy  if  built  in 
less  than  two  years.  But  she  did  sail,  and,  if  not 
calculated  to  endure  forty  years,  she  might  sail 
very  well  for  Ontario,  which  was  all  that  was 
retjuired.  Let  us  take  care  that  she  does  not 
catch  us  slumbering  in  too  confident  a  reliance 
on  her  stupidity  in  peace,  as  we  did  in  war.  Let 
us  bear  in  mind  the  duty  on  timber,  and  the 
Nova  Scotia  plaster  bill,  with  some  other  hints. 
Let  not  timely  admonitions  always  be  as  dreams, 
but  considered  on  their  merits.  I  beg  pardon  of 
the  House  for  iiaving  trespassed  so  far  beyond 
my  intention.  I  hope  this  bill  will  pass  into  a 
law.  It  provides  in  part  for  a  system  expedient, 
necessary,  suited  to  this  country,  and  to  this  time. 
01  this  I  hope  few  will  doubt — this,  none  can 
disprove  by  fact  or  argument.  Some,  indeed,  con- 
sider it  a  violation  of  the  Constitution ;  I  consider 
a  failure  to  adopt  it  a  more  serious  violation. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  would  occu- 
py the  time,  perhaps  the  attention  of  the  House,  but 
a  very  few  minutes;  nor  should  he  have  risen,  if 
the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  and  Maryland 
(Messrs.  King  and  Wright)  had  not  made  un- 
common exertions  to  impress  the  public,  if  not  the 
House,  with  a  belief  that  a  vole  in  favor  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  would  be  oppressive  and  in- 
jurious lo  the  distressed  and  laboring  poor,  who 
at  this  moment,  it  is  said,  are  scarcely  able  to 
procure  bread  for  themselves  and  families.  He 
said  he  felt,  he  trusted,  as  much  as  any  member 
for  the  distresses  of  that  useful  class  of  citizens, 
and  would  be  willing  to  join  in  any  proper  mea- 
sure. calcUiated  to  alleviate  their  sufferings;  but 
how.  or  in  what  way.  the  rejection  of  this  bill 
will  relieve  the  poor,  or  give  bread  to  the  needy, 
he  was  toUiUy  unable  to  discern.  He  had  heara 
of  no  proposition  to  distribute  the  bonus  and  div- 
idends ot  the  bank  among  the  necessitous,  nor 
would  they  become  due  in  time  to  relieve  the 
present  distress.  The  internal  taxes  are  not  paid 
by  those  who  labor,  and  who  possess  no  property. 
The  imposts  and  duties  on  the  importations  of 
foreign  goods,  bear  hard  upon  them  ;  they  pay  a 
heavy  and  disproportionate  tax  for  their  clothing, 
their  salt,  their  sugar,  and  their  coffee.  But  no 
proposition  has  been  made  to  reduce  the  imposts 
and  duties  on  those  articles;  on  the  contrary,  the 
House  has  been  pressed  to  increase  the  tax  on 
clothing.  If  the  bill  shall  pass  into  a  law,  it  will 
not  injure  the  poor,  but  may  benefit  them,  by  giv- 
ing labor  to  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  who 
are  now  out  of  employment ;  and  the  gentlemen 
who  profess  such  generous  feelings  in  favor  of 
the  poor  and  distressed  laborer,  may  find  consola- 
tion in  the  refleciion  that,  in  every  district  of  the 
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ffiited  St(ttes,  iDdividuaJ,  township,  couotf.  or  I  thereforr,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  shall  vote  againi^t  the  in- 

l^ilite,  weajth  will  be  found  equal  to  the  relief  of  |  definite  postponement,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be 
flhi-ir  respective  poor,  without  the  interference  of'  so  modified  as  to  avoid  all  Constitutional  objec- 

tjhe  General  Government.  -    -    ■      

rjrhe  qucijtions,  said  Mr.  R.,  submitted  to  the 
^|J>use  by  Wie  bill  and  proposed  amendments,  are 


tions  to  Its  passaa;e. 

It  is  alleged,  that  everything  that  is  contem- 
plated by  this  bill,  may  be  accomplished   by  an 


j.thaps  of;as  great  importance  as  any  that  ever  ^  agreement  between  the  Slates  to  give  that  direc 
M'/upied   )he  attention  of  the  National  Lesfisia-    tion  and  exten 


piea  ):ie  aiieniion  oi  tne  i\ationai  L.egisia-  tion  and  extension  to  roads  and  canals,  necessary 
^.  Thee  involve,  in  their  consideration,  inqui-  to  their  completion — and  therefore  it  is  unneces- 
i*  of  vas*  moment  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  sary  and  inexpedient  for  Congress  to  pass  any  law 
v»llhe  comi.iunity — such  as,  where  do  State  rights  i  on  the  subject.  But  gentlemen  should  recollect 
w.  7  and  where  do  those  of  the  General  Govern-  j  that  the  Constitution  has  expressly  said  that  no 
i*i«nt  begin,?  in  regulating  and  promoting  the  ;  Staleshall.  without  the  consent  of  Congress, enter 
n|C^rnal  imoroveraent  and  commerce  of  the  coun- i  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another 
^fsT— in  the. laying  out  and  making  of  roads  ;  in  |  State.  The  prohibition  is  general — it  is  well  it 
^j  cutting  of  canals;  in  the  clearing  of  rivers  is  so — otherwise,  two  or  three  States  might  com- 
^.^  water-courses,  and  declaring  them  public  I  bine  to  give  the  commerce  of  those  States  a  direc- 
l^^hways.  Would  not  the  exercise  of  such  now- !  tion  so  as  to  promote  their  combined  interests, 
ti^  by  Congress,  without  the  consent  of  the  !  but  ruinous  to  all  the  others,  and  destructive  of 
^lites.  be  found  in  practice  to  interfere  with  State  the  best  interest  of  the  country.  None  but  great 
.j^tsl  And  would  not  a  failure  of  Congress  to  I  national  objects,  calculated  to  promote  the  good 
c^ircise  th.ose  powers,  in  some  instances  which  of  the  whole,  and  such  as  could  not  be  accom- 
il-ii^jht  occur,  be  destructive  of  the  equal  rights  of '  plished  by  the  means  or  within  the  limits  of  any 
\J^(f  States'?  The  Constitutional  question  has  ,  particular  State,  should  receive  the  aid  of  the 
L<f«jn    abstr.;ctedly    discussed    with    considerable    General  Government. 

^if  ity.  but  the  practical  operation  of  the  exercise  |  Another  objection  has  been  made  to  acting  at 
.<5Juch  povvers,  ora  refusal  to  exercise  such  pow-  ;  all  on  the  subject  at  this  time,  because  the  coun- 
ej^j  has  noi  been  examined,  and  therefore,  said  try  has  just  emerged  from  an  expensive  war;  is 
fJfiR.,  myraind  IS  not  at  rest ;  it  vibrates  between  ,  involved  in  debt;  her  revenue  not  more  than 
c.2r|flicting(ipinions  and  conclusions.  On  the  one  !  equal  to  the  fulfilment  of  her  present  engage- 
s*i.%  it  migijt  be  asked,  have  Congress  the  power  ments.  and  impossible  to  retrench  any  of  the  ex- 
it* ^lear  riwrs,  prostrate  dams,  and  remove  ob- ;  isting  expenditures,  except  about  filty  thousand 
sanctions,  t-rected  by  the  authority  of  the  State?  ^  dollars  in  the  pay  of  the  brevet  officers.  But, 
tiji  Congi^ss  make  any  water-course  or  public  j  said  Mr.  R..  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Lijiway,  0)«  appropriate  it  to  public  use,  against  I  Maryland  (Mr.  S.mith)  if  it  is  any  more  neces- 
irl'' will  of -the  State  within  whose  territory  it  '  sary  now  than  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
liiis?  Cou'id  Congress  compel  the  State  of  Penn-  that  the  officers  of  the  Array  should  be  allowed 
s^fania  to^'  suffer,  unmolested,  and  without  tax  pa^'  for  servants?  Are  there  not  680  servants  of 
o| '.toll,  thc'jproduce  and  lumber  of  the  State  of  officers,  each  receiving  168  dollars  per  annum? 
I^iv  Yor:^  to  pass  down  the  Susquehannah,  May  they  not  be  dispensed  with?  Will  it  not 
tt^j-)ugh  Pennsylvania,  into  Maryland?  On  the  save  to  the  country  $111,000?  May  not  the 
o^,-:t  side,  ^l  might  be  asked,  if  the  State  of  New  '  Commissioners  of  the  Loan  Offices  be  discharged, 
y^J^k.  shoutjl  pass  a  law  prohibiting  the  vessels  of  ;  and  their  duties  transferred  to  the  National  Bank 
a'^j  other  $tate  than  her  own,  sailing  up  the  and  its  branches?  And  will  not  it  produce  a 
Ni)f  th  river  to  Albany  ;  or  the  State  of  Virginia  i  saving  of  nearly  the  same  amount  ?  May  not  a 
s>f(^ld  prohibit  by  law  the  vessels  of  the  other  I  retrenchment  be  made  in  the  Hospital  depart- 
Siites  from;  navigating  her  rivers;  or  should  the  ,  ment.  and  many  others?  These  are  questions, 
{;4^tes  of  Virginia  and  Ohio  prohibit  the  vessels  ;  said  Mr.  R.,  I  profess  to  know  very  little  about; 
•:o|.he  Siat^  of  Pennsylvania  descending  the  river  |  but  if  1  were  in  the  situation  of  the  gentleman 
Cjijo  to  ihki  market  of  New  Orleans,  or  exact  a  ■  from  Maryland,  and  some  others,  I  believe  I 
t(l|  for  perpiission  to  pass,  could  Congress  con-  should  be  able  to  suggest  many  cases  in  which 
stJftitionalU  interfere,  and  restore  the  States  to  !  the  Government  might  retrench  the  expenditures 
IM  free  ajd  uninterrupted  right  of  navigating  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  without  any  in- 
i^^f^  river*?  If  the  answer  should  be  in  the  jury,  but  with  great  advantage  to  the  commu- 
*!|Amative,-the  next  question  would  be,  by  what  :  nity.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  suggested  those  inqui- 
H^liority  ?  i  The  answer  must  be,  the  Constitu-  ^  ries,  and  given  those  hints,  as  in  his  humble  opin- 
lif*  has  v«Jited  in  Congress  the  power  to  regu-  ion  worthy  of  consideration,  and  not  as  argu- 
1j^*  commence  among  the  several  Stales,  and  such  ments  for  or  against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He 
'ji^i'  would  })e  calculated  to  embarrass,  impede,  or  must  repeat  his  decided  opposition  to  the  motion 
piaveni  a  iJ.ir  and  equal  commerce  among  them,  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  be- 
•  View  the  practical  operation  of  the  bill  and  the  cause  he  thought  the  object  in  view  of  sufficient 
I'lJposed  aiiicndmenls,  and  they  present  doubts  magnitude  to  merit  the  attention  of  the  House. 
•^^I  difficujiie;.  on  every  side,  which,  however,  ,  It  may  finally  assume  an  unexcepiionable  form, 
agress  n^ay  be  obliged  at  no  very  distant  period  i  and  deserve  and  receive  the  approbation  of  this 
decide  ;  pot  at  present  they  may  be  obviated  i  Hou^e  and  the  nation. 
r;aciing  jviih  the  consent  of  the  States;  and  |      Mr.  King  again  rose.     I  regret,  said  he,  to  ask 
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again  for  a  moment  your  indulgence  upon  this 
subject.  The  honorable  gentlemen  from  South 
Carolina  and  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Calhoun  and 
Mr.  Rosa)  suppose  that  the  distresses  which  I 
have  stated  to  exist  at  this  time  in  many  parts  of 
our  country  are  confined  ro  the  vicinity  of  the 
few  towns  which  I  named  yesterday.  For  the 
good  of  my  country  I  wish  it  were  so;  though 
within  that  limit  they  would  claim  my  utmost 
sympathy.  But  look  at  other  portions  of  your 
country  ;  at  that  magnificent  city,  the  great  em- 
porium of  commerce — New  York.  Count  the 
bankruptcies  which  there  daily  take  place.  The 
paper  received  from  that  city  this  day  contains 
nearly  two  hundred  recent  cases,  and  many  thou- 
sand now  exist  in  ihat  State.  You  find  alino>t 
the  same  scene  of  distress  and  bankruptcy  in 
every  commercial  city.  Is  this  a  time,  then,  to 
squander  millions,  when  thousands  of  our  citi- 
zens are  destitute  of  bread — involved  in  misery 
and  ruin?  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
asks,  how  will  it  benefit  the  people  if  we  should 
not  pass  this  bill?  I  will  tell  him.  It  will  ena- 
ble us  to  take  off  some  of  the  internal  taxes;  to 
ease  the  people,  at  least,  of  taxes  to  the  annual 
amount  of  ^800,000.  I  will  name  to  him  too, 
sir,  one  tax  which  ought  to  be  immediately  re- 
pealed. I  mean  that  on  retailers.  Whatever  is 
laid  on  them  is  felt  by  their  customeri«.  and  the 
poor  are  daily  obliged  to  resort  to  them  for  sup- 


enjoy  the  sublime  spectacle  of  seeing  our  citizens 
chained  to  the  chariots  of  the  victor,  with  his 
garments  rolled  in  blood  ! 

Is  it  pos>ible.  sir.  under  all  these  circumstances, 
that  Congress  can  appropriate  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  and  the  accruing  dividends  for 
twenty  years,  on  eleven  millions  of  dollars  owned 
by  the  United  States  in  the  National  Bank,  for 
the  objects  contemplated  in  this  bill  ?  And  what 
are  these  objects?  Some  gentlemen  talk  of  a 
great  national  post  road  to  be  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  from  Orleans  to 
Moose  Island — I  ask  pardon,  sir;  Moose  Island. 
at  present,  belongs  to  the  British — Lubec,  I 
should  have  said; — others  propose  noble  military 
roads,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  to  facilitate 
the  march  of  numerous  armies,  which  they  wish 
to  be  on  foot,  not  recollecting  that  they  will  be 
equally  convenient  for  an  invading  army :  many 
desire  to  have  constructed  with  this  money  grand 


and  extensive  canals. 


connecting 


the  waters  of 


the  Lakes  with  them,  which  in  our  country  fall 
into  the  Atlantic.  Is  it  for  these  chimerical  ob- 
jects that  the  people  of  this  country  are  to  be 
oppressed  and  burdened  with  laxes?  Are  these 
the  purposes  for  which  they  formed  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States?  No.  it  cannot  be! 
Sir.  the  Constitutional  question  I  shall  not  dis- 
cuss ;  it  is  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  bill  for  me. 
that  it  is  unnecessary,  inexpedient,  and  oppres- 


port.     But.  sir,  I  have  not  named  to  you  all  the  |  sive.  I  am  not  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which 


poor  of  the  land.  Within  this  favored  District — 
this  magnificent  ten  miles  square — are  thousands 
poor  and  distressed.  We  meet  with  them  in 
every  part  of  it;  nay,  the  very  doors  and  entry 
of  this  hall  are  besieged  by  ihem — for  though  we 
fare  sumptuou^ly  every  day.  there  are  thuu.^ands  I 
around  us  pining  in  misery  and  want.  ! 

And  what  are  the  real  objects  tor  which  the 
people  and  their  money  are  to  be  sacrificed?  We 
have  heard  this  day,  sir — the  grand  canal  from 
Lake  Ontario  to  the  Hudson;  to  build    up  the 
already   overgrown   State  of  New   York.     And 
what  direct   interest   have   the  citizens  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  and  ofher  remote 
States,  in    building  up  that   great  and   powerful 
State '^     Or   why    will    the    Representative;,    of 
those  Slates  tax  their  constituents  for  that  object? 
Or  for  the  one,  sir,  which  you  mentioned  yester- 
day, of  constructing  locks  and  canals  round   the 
falls  of  the  Ohio?     These  are  the  objects  which 
are  to  swallow  up  the  most  of  this  appropriation. 
What  you  say  of  a  great  post  road,  is  a  mere  tub 
to  the  whale.     The  post  roads  in  New  England 
are  now  good.     If  they  are  not  so  elsewhere,  let 
those  concerned  make  them  so.     But  the  object 
which   appears    to   dazzle    honorable  gentlemen 
most,  the  military  part  especially,  are  the  splendid 
military  roads  which  are  contemplated.     Well, 
suppose   them  made,  and  all   the   armories,  and 
arsenals,  and    military  academies,  which   gentle- 
men can  desire,  and   the  nation  stands  in  com- 
plete armor.     What   next?     War!   war  I  is  the 
next  cry  which  will  resound  within  these  walls. 
We  have  enough  ready  to  '"cry  havoc,  and  let 
slip  the  dogs  of  war!"     Then — then — we  shall 


the  Constitution  of  this  country  has  been  treated 
on  this  and  other  occasions  in  this  House.     One 
honorable  gentleman  supposes  he  could  make  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  comjjort  with  the  Consti- 
tution, if  he  could  change  only  a  semicolon  into 
a    comma.     Another,    less   conscientious,  would 
wi>h  to  change  a  word  ;  and  a  fourth,  more  bold, 
a    whole    sentence;    in    which  way   they    could 
make  it  mean  anything  or  nothing,  as  its  enemies 
now  pretend  it  does.     We  have  heard,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion.  |  gentleman   gravely  inform  the 
House,   that  the   true   federative    principle — the 
vital  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  was  gone.     An- 
other honorable  gentleman  agreed  with  hira  in 
opinion,  and  appeared  well  disposed  to  follow  its 
corse,  rs   he  called  it,  to  its  long   home.     Sir,  I 
solemnly  caution  gentlemen  how  they  speak  thus 
lightly,  thus  irreverently  of  this  sacred  charter. 
Yes,  sir,  sacred  charter,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
tempt with  which  some  treat  it.     Let  them  re- 
member that,  from  talking  against  it,  the  transi- 
tion is  but  small  to  acting  against  it.     When  the 
people  shall  adopt  such  sentiments,  and  lose  their 
reverence  and   attachment  to  the  Constitution, 
we  may  tremble  at  the  consequence.     But  I  be- 
lieve there  is  a  redeeming,  a  renovating  principle 
in  this  country,  which  shall  set  at  defiance  the 
assaults  of  the  enemies  of  the  Constitution  ;  that 
redeeming  spirit  is  in  the  great  body  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.     We  have  lately  felt  it.     I  trust  we 
shall  always  feel  it.     And  that  it  will  perpetuate 
the  Constitution,  and  ihe  Republican  institutions 
of  our  country. 

Mr.   Harrison   advocated   the  bill,  and   Mr. 
Hardin  spoke  in  opposition. 
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[About  4Jo'clock,  the  debate  not  haring  closed. 

inotiOD  vis  made  to  adjourD.  and  carried. 
t 
»  


ii 

iide 


5      Friday,  February  7. 

Ya>Jcey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
a  n.^rt  on  the  petition  of  Park  Holland, 
yich  wa«  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
1^  relief  i^f  Park  Holland,  which  was  read  twice. 
iJ  ordereil  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
-morrow^, 

Mr.  Yai^cey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
George  |Buckma>ler.   which   was  read;  when 
r.  Y.   reported  a    bill  for   the  relief  of  George 
ckmastiT.  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
to  the  if/ommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
f^fT  the  relief  of  Caze  and  Richaud. 
«^Ir.  Ya.|cey.  from    the  same  committee,  also 
liade  unfaj/orable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Ar- 
Jiibald  M^Ilvain   and  of  Paul  Robinson.     The 
*)i|mer  rejwrt  was  agreed  to;   the  latter,  after  a 
^  )d  deal  ^f  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the  case, 
y|a!(  amended,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  so  as  to 
^f  lare  th<^  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted,  and 
t|rin  comn^tted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.      j 
^i'lr.  LoH^NDEs.   from   the  Committee  of  Ways 
'  "5   Meanj  reported  a  bill  to   increase   the  com-  . 
asation   if  certain  collectors  of  the  customs;  I 
ip  a   bill  smaking  addiciooal  appropriations  to 
Iray  the  Expense  of  the  army  and  militia  du-  < 
c  the  la^e  war;  also  a  bill  making  appropria- 
ys  for  thf   support  of  the   Military  Establish- 
ipl  for  tl|;   year   1S17;  which  bills  were  twice 
lly  committed. 

ELdON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
hich   had  been   recommitted  the 


menis  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  equal  to  the 
amount  of  Mississippi  stock  which  shall  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  until  the  stipulated  sum  of 
81,250,000  shall  be  completed,  &c.;  which  was 
referred  to  Messrs.  Hall.  Thomas.  Wilde.  Wil- 
LiA.Ms.  and  Atherton. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  di- 
recting the  discharge  of  Lewis  Olmsted  from  im- 
prisonment," was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  An  act  pro- 
viding lor  the  division  of  certain  quarter  sections 
in  future  sales  of  public  lands,"  was  read  the 
third  tune  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  the 
Naval  Establishment,"'  was  read  the  third  Time, 
and  parsed. 

LN'TERNAL  I.MPROVE.MENT. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  fund  for  in- 
ternal improvement,  the  bonus  and  United  States 
share  of  the  dividends  of  the  National  Bank — 
Mr.  Kino's  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely being  still  under  consideration. 

[In   the  progress    of  the   bill   various   amendmenta 

were  proposed  to  the   firit   section,  and  some  of  them 

adopted  ;  when  .Mr.  PicK.Kai.iio  moved  to  strike  out  the 

whole  of  the   first  section,  after  the  enacting  words, 

and  olfercd  a  substitute,  which   was   finally  adopted. 

This  expressed  the  objects  for  which  the  funds  arisuig 

from  the  United  States  interest  in  the  .National  Bank 

should  be  pledged,  to  be,  "  for  constructing  roads  and 

canals,  and  improvuig  the  navigation  of  water-courires, 

in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  give  security  to  in- 

ik  ,.,,k«. -•.„     .u  .  c  ■    J,  temal  commerce  among  the  several  States,  and  to  ren- 

|>  authori.^ing  the  appointment  of  circuit  judges,  i  j„  ^^,,  „.y  „,j  ,,„  expensive  the  means  and  pro- 

jrted  a|bill   for   the  better  administration  ol  j  visions  necessary  for   their  common  defence."     And 
h|ice  in   tie    Supreme    Court,   and    lor    the  ap-  |  that  the  several  States  might  equally  share  in  the  ad- 
(jitment  -ff  circuit  judges  ;  which  was  read  and  !  vantages  to  be  derived  from  such   an  appropriation  of 
'^•'t^*^-'  j  those  funds,  it  was  further  proposed   that  they  should 

■w^?|lr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Military  j  be  apphed  in  each  Sute,  in  the  ratio  of  iu  repreaent- 
CjpinmitteeJ  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  ,  ation  in  the  moat  numerous  branch  of  the  National 
ffijrers  of  tJie  staff  of  Governor  Edwards,  of  the  '  Legislature,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and   in  such 

j  manner  as  Congress,  with  the  aasent  of  such  SUle, 
I  should  by  law  direct. 

In  supportmg  these  amendmenU,  and  obviating  ob- 
jections, Mr.  PicK.itHi-10  spoke  several  lanes  m  the 
course  of  the  discussion  ;  and  the  following  is  a  sum- 
mary of  his  observations.] 

Ml  iiie  bill,  coramiiteu  to  a  »^ommiitee  oi  tne        A  gentleman  from   Kentucky  (.Mr.   Hardin) 
[tjole  Houfe.  had  said  the  bill,  as   amended,  was  deceptious. 

if,  said  Mr.  Pickering,  plainly  to  describe  the 
funds  to  be  applied  in  this  case,  and  explicitly  to 


l^pi  lor  tif;    ye 

Ad  and  seierall 

{Mr.  Hcg|i  Ne 

Sijiciary.  ^o   wi 


J^'jipois    Tejritory;  which    was    twice    read  and 
.•  njimitted.* 

'.4(l»r.  Lo\«r'<DE8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
a.j(^  Means, rreported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  lor 
:*Jrtmore  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts, 
^;ifj  sundrvameodments  ;  which  were  read, and, 

!i  the  bii],  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
ole  Houfe. 
;he  SpE.f  KER  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 


irt  of  ih^jCumraissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 

4iling  ih^ir  operations  subsequent  to  their  re-  I  state  the  objects  on  which  they  should  be  ex- 
i  of  the  .7th  of  February.  1S16,  so  far  as  the  pended.  were  deceptious,  then  the  gentleman'^ 
«e  have  Ijeeo  completed  ;  which  were  ordered  I  charge  was  just. 


Ije  on  th^table. 
)n  moiicji  of  .Mr.  Hahn.  the  Secretary  of  War 
[t  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  the  reasons 
ij  the  injilitia  fines  incurred  by  delinquents, 
Ljtr  the  l?Ke  call  of  the  miliiia  into  the  service 
khe  Unitird  States,  are  not  finally  collected. 

Messajse  was  received  yesterday  from  the 
tjident  oi:  the  United  States,  recommending  to 
[egress  tl&t  provision  be  made  by  law  for  pay- 


i 


The  parts  of  the  Constitution  to  which  Mr.  P. 
had  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  refer,  as  the 
grounds  on  which  his  support  of  the  bill  rested, 
were  those  which  gave  to  Congress  the  power 
"to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  Stales,"  and  '  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence."  The  regulation  of  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  comprehends  all  the 
measures  requisite  to  secure  to  the  United  States 
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their  due  khare  in  its  benefits;  to  divert  its' 
streams,  arising  from  their  own  productions,  from 
foreign  channels,  and  to  turn  them  into  their 
own,  for  the  profit  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  This  advantage  would  be  irnmens^  in 
relation  to  the  vast  and  rapidly  increasing  pro- 
ducts of  the  States  bordering  on  the  Lakes  and 
their  water  communications;  which  products, 
without  good  roads  and  canals,  will  descend  the  j 
St.  Lawrence,  instead  of  proceeding  to  the  At- 
lantic States. 

As   incidents   to   the  commerce   with  foreign  , 
nations,  and  so  far  as  it  takes  place  by  sea,  among  ' 
the  several    States,  in  the  coasting  trade,  light-  , 
houses,  beacons,  and  piers,  have  been  erected,  be-  i 
cause   necessary  for   the   security  of  that   com-  I 
raerce.     But  this  necessity  is  of  the  moral  kind —  I 
highly  useful — the  means  of  preserving  property  | 
and  lives,  and  nut  absolute,  or  one  without  which  I 
that  commerce  could    not    exist:  for  we  know,  i 
said  he,  that  American   commence,  coeval  with 
the  settlement  of  the  country,  was  long  carried 
on  without  light-houses,  beacons,  or  piers;  and 
even  so  late  as  the  commencement  of  our  Revo- 
lution, not  more  than  four  or  five  light-houses 
are  recollected  to  have  been  erected.     Their  mul- 
tiplication, and  the  construction  of  public  piers, 
are  the  work  of  the  Government  under  the  pres- 
ent Constitution  ;  and  was  it  ever  said  or  thought 
by  any  one  that   these  acts  of  our  Government, 
from  the  beginning  of  Washincton's  Adminis- 
tration  to  this  day.  were  violations  of  the  Con- 
stitution?    It  has,  indeed,  been  said  that  the  last 
clause  but  one,  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article,  expressly  mentions  "  the  erection  of  forts, 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  need- 
ful buildings  ;"  but,  whoever  will  examine  that 
clause,  will  perceive  that  it  does  not  give  Con- 
gress any  power  to  erect  those  works,  but  simply 
to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  the  places 
where  they  are  erected  ;  such  place  having  been 
previously  purchased    with    the    consent   of  the 
biates  in  which  the  same  shall  be.     The  power 
to  erect  such  works  and   buildings  is  no  where 
expressed  in  the  Constitution.     It  is  then  an  im- 
plied power,  whose  existence  IS  recognised  by  the 
Constitution  itself.     But,  where  can  it  be  fojnd, 
unless  it  be  involved  in   the  express  powers  to 
regulate  commerce,  and  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  ?  W^ithout  navigation,  without  com- 
merce, by  sea,  we  should   need  no  light-houses, 
beacons,  or  piers. 

If,  then.  It  was  Constitutional  to  erect  the 
works  which  have  been  mentioned,  to  give  facil- 
ity, safely,  and  expedition  to  commerce  by  sea, 
will  any  one  deny  the  Constituiional  power  of 
Congress  to  erect  similar  works  on  our  interior 
waters — on  the  great  Lakes  ?  A  proposition  is 
now  on  our  tables  to  erect  a  light-house  at  Presque 
Isle,  on  Lake  Erie,  for  the  same  useful  purpose 
as  the  light-houses  erected  on  the  seacoast.  But 
what  eniilles  the  citizens  on  the  borders  of  the 
Lakes  to  peculiar  and  exclusive  advantages  in 
transporting  their  products  to  market  ?  Common 
water  transportation  is  cheap,  and  it  is  more  so 
when,  by  means   of  light-houses,   beacons,  and 


piers,  it  is  expedited,  and  rendered  more  aafe. 
And  every  one  knows  how  much  cheaper  and 
safer,  and  more  expeditious,  is  land  transporta- 
tion over  good  roads  than  over  bad  ones.  Why 
then  should  the  inland  inhabitant.s  be  denied  ad- 
vantages which  none  hesitate  to  grant  to  the  bor- 
derers on  the  great  waters?  Commerce  is  the 
exchange  of  commodities,  and  is  necessary  to  be 
carried  on  by  land,  as  well  as  by  water ;  and 
where  canals  shall  be  added  to  good  roads,  the 
facilities  and  cheapness  of  interior  commerce 
among  the  several  States  will  be  proportionably 
increased. 

For  the  common  defence,  troops  and  all  the 
munitions  of  war  are  provided.  Good  roads  and 
canals  would  at  all  times  render  their  movements 
and  transportation  more  cheap,  expeditious,  and 
safe.  In  time  of  war,  these  accommodations 
would  be  of  the  utmost  moment.  It  has  been 
admitted  that  at  that  time  it  would  be  constitu- 
tionally right  to  make  good  roads  for  the  passage 
of  troops  and  the  transportation  of  artillery,  stores 
and  provisions ;  because  most  materially  con- 
tributing to  the  necessary  means  of  defence.  Is 
it  not  then  equally  right  and  proper  to  anticipate 
the  utility  and  necessity  of  such  works  as  good 
roads  and  canals,  in  time  of  peace,  when  alone 
it  is  practicable  to  make  them  7 

Another  benefit  to  result  from  good  roads  may 
be  mentioned,  though  not  so  important  as  the 
last ;  that  is,  the  greater  safety  and  expedition 
with  which  the  mail  would  be  carried  on  the 
great  lines  of  communication  through  all  the 
States. 

It  has  been  objected  that  the  distribution  of 
the  avails  of  the  proposed  fund  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  to  be  applied  in  constructing  roads 
and  canals,  in  such  manner  as  Congress  with  the 
assent  of  the  several  States  shall  direct,  would 
give  rise  to  long  and  injurious  contests.  But  if, 
instead  of  the  proposed  application  of  the  fund, 
the  whole  were  left  at  the  sole  disposition  of 
Congress,  similar  contests  must  arise  ;  from  the 
diversity  of  opinions  and  interests  among  mem- 
bers, which  will  never  fail  to  exist.  That  any 
State  will  withhold  its  assent,  and  thus  lose  the 
immense  advantages  of  such  improved  channels 
of  communication,  is  to  the  last  degree  improba- 
ble. Such  only,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  will  be 
projected  by  Congress,  as,  while  they  benefit  the 
whole  Union,  will  be  peculiarly  advantageous  to 
the  individual  States  through  which  they  shall 
run.     When  Mr.  P.  had  concluded — 

The  debate  was  continued  on  the  expediency 
and  constitutionality  of  the  bill ;  in  which  Messrs. 
Sheffey,  Calhoun.  Thos.  Wilson,  and  Yates, 
spoke  in  support,  and  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr. 
King,  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Rosa  also, 
without  at  present  fully  advocating  the  bill, 
spoke  against  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Wright  addressed  the  Chair  as  follow.s: 

Sir :  I  hope  this  House  will  lake  a  view  of  the 
present  situation  of  the  American  people,  from 
their  short  crops,  and  the  present  state  of  their 
taxes,  from  two  glorious  wars,  before  they  sub- 
scribe to  the  application  of  the  moneys  arising  to 
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^  e  Unittd  States  from  the  National  Bank,  just  [  nation's  right  to  the  bonus,  and  its  share  of  the 

^w  esiafjilished,  amounting,  for  the  bonus,  to  one  I  interest  arising  frona  the  National  Bank,     Be- 

iV^ijillion  a«d  a  half  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  three  j  sides,  sir,  would  it  be  decent  for  this  Congress  to 

"^'gual  aai;ual  payments,  and  to  their  share  of  the    dispose  of  the  bonus,  none  of  which  is  payable  in 

^^terest  ai-ising  to  the  nation,  estimated  at  the  ■  their  time,  and  of  the  interest  of  this   bank  for 

^jm  of  si>>  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  year,  for  i  twenty   years   to  come,  when    the   people  have 

Vifjeenty  y«»ars,  and  that,  too,  for  a  distant  object —  I  given  them  a  broad  hint  that  they  had  lost  their 

|^|e  makirtg  roads  and  canals.    And,  sir,  although  |  confidence,  it  being  conjectured   that  not  more 

^jhall   readily   admit  the  great  advantage   that  j  than  one-fourth  of  this  Congress  will  have  a  .seat 

.i^ll   be  (^rived   from    roads  and  canals,   to  the    in  the  next ?     Indeed,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  as  the 

•^^ited  States,  in  facilitating  the  transportation  of  i  Legislative  political   last  will  and   testament  of 

^ij^e  produj'tions,  the  property  and  persons  of  the  |  the  House  upon  their  death  bed,  laboring  under 

Wf|ricultut^st,  the  merchant,  and  the  manufacturer.  ■  a  paroxysm  of  the  disease  that  brought  tliera  to 

»-|t  I  canr^ot,  at  this  time,  consent  to  pledge  the  [  their  end.     For  you   may  rest  assured,  sir,  that 

[fith  of  il^s  nation  to  the  application  of  this  bo-  j  nothing  so  injured  the  political  standing  of  this 

^s,  and  ;he  interest  arising  for   twenty    years  |  House  with  the  American  people,  as  their  refus- 


^'hm  this  T)ank,  when  I  know  that  it  must' lead 
^}fts  Housi  to  the  further  violation  of  their  faith, 
fcibdged  tif  the  American  people  in  the  numerous 
^<H  bills  passed  during  the  war,  and  to  secure  its 

jsecuiici  ;  by  which  it  was  expressly  enacted, 

|hatthe;axes  should  continue  for  and  during 
.he  war,  ajid  to  the  end  of  one  year  thereafter, 
t|J  no  lotiger.''  Thus,  sir,  we  pledged  our  con- 
^(tuents  t^   the  Government,    that   these  taxes 

5uld  cojitinue  for  and  during  the  war,  and  to 

[ic  end  ol'one  year  thereafter;  and  in  the  same 

'•ts  we  pl.'dged  ourselves,  as  a  Congress,  to  our 

fjastituenjs,  that  those  taxes  should  continue  no 

r gi  iger  tha?i  to  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  ter- 

nation  if  the  war.  This  double  pledge  to  the 
rnmt^t 


t 


)verr 


ing  to  redeem  the  pledge  they  had  given,  that  the 
taxes  should  continue  "  no  longer"  than  to  the 
end  of  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 
Sir,  I  have  been  frequently  hailed  by  my  con- 
stituents as  the  guardian  of  their  rights,  for  my 
conduct  in  this  respect,  and  my  solicitude  to  re- 
lieve them  from  their  taxes  at  the  close  of  an  ex- 
pensive, though  a  short  and  glorious  war,  agree- 
ably to  this  pledge.  This  act  will  be  so  consid- 
ered by  the  people,  and  our  successors  will  not 
be  pleased  with  our  undertaking  to  dispose  of  the 
bonus  and  the  interest  of  the  bank  for  twenty 
years,  no  part  of  which  will  be  applicable  to  any 
legislative  purpose  during  the  time  of  the  Four- 
teenth Congress.     Sir,  I   have  thus  shown  you 


and   tu  the  people,  had  the  double  '  my  impressions  of  the  inexpediency  of  the  appli- 


^fject  of  Jiecuring  the  confidence  of  the  Govern- 
*,^nt  in  the  necessary  permanence  of  the  taxes 
||jr  the  prosecution  of  the  war  to  its  conclusion, 
W^d,  by  It-,  continuance  one  year  thereafter,  to 
^Ver  all  "lontingent  expenses,  and  of  assuring 

ir  peoplw'  that   these  taxes  should  continue  no 

ifcger  thatj  to  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  ter- 

jjnation  rV  the  war.     You  will  all  do  me  the 

ijlice  to  ^dmit  my  2eal  for  the  fulfilment  of  this 

'^dge  to  the  people  at   the  last  session,  and  the 

ent   raaiiner   that  I  have  pressed  it  upon  this 

;iuse,  '■  t^iat  an   individual  thus  pledging  him- 

,'if,  and  li^us  violating  his  faith,  would  stand  a 

nn^  motjument  of  his  own  disgrace  ;''  and  that 

^ould  noi  discriminate  between  an  individual 
,  th:s  Flouse.     Sir,  jf  this  House  could  shield 
■If  from:  the  violation  of  its  faith  by  the  hon- 
necessjfty  of  the  case,  it  could  no  longer  use 
iiOiAt  shieldjthan  that  necessity  existed.    And  will 
Jcjy  man  sny  that  this  bonus, 'and  that  the  inier- 
»^s|  of  this|bank  could  not  as  well  be  applied  to 
iht  relieving  of  the  people  from  so  much  of  their 
l^f  es  as  wpuld  be  paid  by  the  application  of  this 
4|.«ius  andthe  interest  of  this  bank,  arising  to  the 
5«Jited  Si«tes,  contemplated,  by  this  bilH  to  be    .v,»u^  ,     ^^u  .i  ^^  i 
Bj$)lied  to  jhe  roads  and  canals,  and  thus  far  heal  ;  fund,  when  the  new  Stales  on 
'j^'^  violatt'il  faith  of  this  House  to  the  American  I  by  it?     Besides,  in  the  new 
i-j(it)ple  ?     ^ir,  the   violation   of  the  faith  of  the  I 
•iaiion   to  .he  people,  by  not  relieving  them  as  I 
^-\n  as   pcjisible  from  these  taxes,  will  inflict  a 
V^und  on  the  honor  of  the  National  Legislature 
''■a«t  will  n|;t  easily  be  healed,  and  may  lead,  by 

**  precedent  it  sets,  to  the  repeal  of  the  very  law 

*w  contemplated  to  be  passed,  to  transfer  the 

IT' 


>< 


cation  of  this  fund  to  these  objects,  at  this  time, 
when  it  must  further  protract  the  relief  from  the 
taxes,  which   in   good   faith  ought  to   have   been 
discontinued  at  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  war. 
But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  House's  application 
of  this  sum  to  such  purposes,  as  I  conceive  they 
are  not  authorizi?d  by  the  Constitution  to  apply 
them— they  have  no  right  to  cut  roads  ;  this  is 
left  with  the  States.     But  if  the  money  proposed 
to  be  applied  to  those  objects,  could   be  conve- 
niently spared,  and  without  violating  the  faith  of 
the  nation,  or  violating  the  Constitution,  I  should 
be  opposed  to  this  bill,  by  which,  Congres.s  shall 
have  the  power  to  apply  such  a  sum  to  roads  and 
canals,  at  their  will  and  pleasure.     We  know  the 
small   State,  have   little   influence  on    this  floor, 
and   I  am  sure  the  State   that  honors  me  with  a 
seat  here  will  get  but  little  benefit  from  it;  but 
sir,  if  the  bill   secured    us  in  a  just  distributive 
share,  I  ask,  would  it  be  just  that  the  old  States, 
who  have  on  their  own  account  expended  count- 
less millions  on  their  public  roads,  and  already 
have  all  they  want,  should  now  be  taxed  to  cut 
roads  in  the  new  Slates,  who  have  scarcely  any 
roads?     Can  it  be  right  thus  to  apply  a  common 

"y  will  be  benefitted 
States,  road  funds 
have  already  been  supplied,  by  the  application  of 
a  certain  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  lands  in  the  said  State*.  But  we  are  told  of 
the  benefit  to  Maryland,  from  the  cross  cut  canal 
between  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  bays — 
but  suppose  Maryland  had  her  share  of  this  fund 
applied  to  that  object,  it  would  yield  for  the  bonus 
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twenty-five  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  three  years 
and  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  per  year 
for  twenty  years,  and  to  Delaware  two-ninlhs  of 
that  sum.     Sir,  this  would  be  such  a  pittance  in 
the  completion  of  so  all-important  a  work,  and  so 
slow  in  its  products,  that  it  would  have  a  delete- 
rious if  not  a  paralytic  effect  upon  this  great  ob- 
ject, and  never  can  be  respected  as  promoting  it. 
But  we  cannot  suffer  ourselves  to  be  deceived  by 
those  suggestions,  while  we  recollect  the  case  of 
that  canal,  and  conduct  of  this  House  upon  the 
occasion — a  case  that  came  before   us  under  the 
most  imposing  circumstances.     A  private  com- 
pany had  commenced  the  canal,  and  from  a  con- 
fidence in  its  practicability,  and  vast  utility,  had 
proceeded  to  demarcate  the  route,  and  had  pur- 
chased the  property,  and  had  made  considerable 
progress    in    the   work;  but  finding  the  expense 
would  exceed  the  means,  the  private  adventurers 
that  had  embarked  in  it, from  itsgreat  consequence 
to  the  agricultural  and  commercial  interest,  and 
its  consequent  profit  to  the  stockholders,  applied 
to  the   Legislatures  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
and    Delaware,  who  all  subscribed   liberally  tor 
the  stock,  but,  from  a    deficiency  still,  they  ap- 
plied to  Congress  also  to  take  a  certain  portion 
of  the  stock  so  as  to  enable  them  to  complete  the 
work,  and  a  bill  passed  the  Senate  for  that  pur- 
pose, where  Maryland  and  Delaware  were  equally 
represented,  but  it  was   defeated    in  this    House 
by  the  opposition  of  a  gentleman  frotn  the  then 
largest  Stale,  who  spoke  with  a  score  of  tongues  ; 
which  vote,  kad  the  ytas  and   nays  been   taken, 
would  have  shown  how  little  respect  was  paid  to 
the  advice  of  ourWASHiNOTON, against  geographi- 
cal distinctions,  there  being  scarcely  a  vote  for  it 
to  ihe  southward  and  westward  of  the  Potomac. 
And,  sir,  I  regret  that  our  legislative  proceedings 
do   not  wear  a  better  aspect,  but  rather  a  more 
Southerti    and   Western    ascension,  and    a   more 
Northern  and  Eastern  declension.     Sir,  we  have 
been  told  by  the  highest  authority,  that  our  Con- 
stitution was  a  measure  of  compromise,  and  every 
day's  experience  proves  that  our  legislation  is  in 
the  spirit  of  that  instrument,  and    the  legislative 
acts  the  legitimate  branches  of  that  stock.     Sir, 
the  amount  of  the  sum  to  the  respective  States,  if 
distributed    in   the   ratio  of  their  representation, 
would  be  but  a  bagatelle  to  effect  the  important 
object  of  canals,  and   could   not  be  felt  in    their 
completion.     Sir,  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal,  which  is  so  important  to  the  United  Slates, 
and  in  the  centre  of  the  Union,  and  had  been  so 
far  progressed   in,  I  had    fondly  hoped,  would  at 
this  session  of  Congress  have  received  the  foster- 
ing hand  of  Government;  but  this  bill  has  de- 
feated thai  iiope.  and  placed  this  canal  far  in  the 
back  ground.     And,  sir,, although  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Delaware,  by  the  Conslituiional 
compromise,  have  given  up  so  much  to  the  Union, 
by  the  impost  and   tonnage  arising  in  their  ports, 
yielding  so  great  a  poriion  of  the  revenue  lo  the 
United  Stales;  aud  although  ihey  are  so  deeply 
interested  in  this  canal,  which  has  been  so  lib- 
erally patronized  by  the  citizens  of  these  States, 
and  by  their  respective  Legislatures — and  although 


^ 


the  citizens  of  these  States  will  pay  so  great  a  por- 
tion of  the  bonus,  being  so  largely  stockholders,  and 
so  great  a  jKjrtion  of  the  interest  of  this  bank  by 
their  extensive  commercial  use  of  it — yet  the 
funds  of  this  bank  are  to  be  dilapidated  on  roads, 
which  they  already  have  ;  that  I  fear  as  to  that  im- 
portant object  to  the  States  of  Pennsylvania. 
Maryland,  and  Delaware,  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal,  notwithstanding  their  liberal 
contribution  lo  its  stock,  and  their  solicitude  from 
its  utility,  that  their  hopes  for  its  completion  will 
be  lost  in  expectation  and  buried  in  disappoint- 
ment. 

The  question  was  (about  4  o'clock)  taken  on 
postponing  the  bill  indefinitely — lantamount  to 
a  rejection — and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
74,  nays  86,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mesers.  Adams,  .\rcher,  Atherton,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Burwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton,  Cook,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Daven- 
port, Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Forney,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hooks, 
Hunfferford,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King:,  Lang- 
don,  Law,  Lyon,  William  Maclay,  Mason,  McCoy, 
McLean,  Miller,  Mills,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  M. 
Nelson,  Noyes,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed, 
Rice,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Southard,  Stearns,  Strong,  Slurges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Taul,  Tyler,  Vose,  Ward  of  MassachuselU, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilcox, 
Williims,  Woodward,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs,  Adgate,  Alexander,  Bacr,  Baker, 
Bateman,  BetU,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Breckenridge, 
Brooks,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark 
of  New  York,  Clendennin,  Condict,  Creighton,  Croch- 
eron,  Culpepcr,  Darlington,  Fletcher,  Forsyth,  Gaston, 
Gold,  Griffin,  Grosvcnor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Har- 
rison, Heisler,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New 
York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  Kilbourn,  Lewis,  Little,  Love,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  William  P.  Maclay,  Marsh, 
McKcc,  Middleton,  Milnor,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  J.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Peter,  Pickens, 
Pickering,  Powell,  Randolph,  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck, 
Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina, 
Telfair,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Wallace,  V\  endover, 
Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  WiUoughby,  Thomas  WU- 
son,  WilUam  Wilson,  Yancey,  and  Yate». 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Calhoun's 
motion  to  amend  Mr.  Pickering's  amendment, 
by  striking  therefrom  the  words  "  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  State,"  and  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Pickering's  amendment  wa:j  then  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Kilbourn  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  Jollowing  section  : 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  it 
shall  be  the  wish  of  any  State  that  a  part  of  iu  share 
in  the  funds  set  apart  and  appropriated  by  this  act, 
shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes  intended  by  this  act 
within  the  hmits  of  any  other  Sute  or  Sutes,  and 
shall  manliest  the  same  to  Congress  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  thereof,  it  may  and  shall  be  lawful 
for  Congress  to  provide  for  and  direct  the  application 
of  such  sum,   in   such   manner   as  they    shall   tiunk 
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/':  proper,  tot  the  ipecific  purpo«et  get  forth  in  rach  reso- 
^  fution,  ai)^  none  other. 

*  t   This  r$ouon  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Calhoun. 
r  Iinly  becjiuse  he   believed    the  bill  already  con- 
fl  itined.  by  a  fair  construciion.  the  power  proposed 
'*■  »y  the  aniendmeot. 
>  ?  The 


motion  was  negatived  without  a  division, 
'^  ««nd  afienhaving  previously  rejected  several  mo- 
3[  ^ions  to  culjourn.  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
%ljrojsed  fjr  a  third   reading;  and  the  Hou>e  ad- 


urned. 


Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  of  W.yg  m J  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
acta  now  in  force  aa  lay  a  duty  on  salt. 

The  question  was  taken,  Will  the  House  now 
consider  this  resolution  ?  and  it  was  determined 
io  the  negative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  di- 
rectiiisr  the  discharge  of  Oliver  Olmsted  from  im- 
prisonment.'' was  read  the  third  timeand  pased. 

Ad  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Park  Holland,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  parsed. 

PETITION  OF  NOAH  MILLER. 
Mr.  Pakris,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Noah  Miller,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read  ;  when  Mr.  P.  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  (jf  the  saul  Noah  Miller,  which  was  re»d 
twice  and  commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

,  y,     T  r  ,     r^  ,  „,  That,  on   the   19th  of  April,    1815,  the   petitioner 

Mr.  LCiWMDES.  from   the  Committee  of  Ways     waa  inspector  of  the  port  of  Penobacot,  io  theSute  of 

^Md  Meai|s.  reported  a  bill,  authorizing  the  Sec-     Maaaachusetu ;  that,  on  the  said  19th  of  April,  in  the 


^  J  !     Satcbdav,  February  8. 

\^  '  Mr.  N|:WTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
i'l.inerce  an;l  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
%tiie  petition  of  Henry  Lee,  made  a  report  thereon, 
jftvhich  w»s  read  ;  when  Mr.  N.  reported  a  bill  fur 
^«lne  reliefof  the  said  Henry  Lee  ;  which  was  read 
ItM'ice.  ai^d  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
hole. 


jViriary  of  ^the  Treasury  to  cause   payment  to  be 
rtp-'-ade   of  fcertairi   alien   duties;  which    was  read 
Awice.  an  * 
•IWhole 


execution  of  the  duties  of  his  said  office,  the  petitioner 

seized  a  quantity  of  beef   belonging   to   one   Daniel 

-  .   committed    to   the  Committee  of  the     Whittier,  who  was  in  the  act  of  conveying  the  same 

0^   the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of    ^°^  ^  ^^^   to  Castine,    then  invested  by  a  British  fleet 


[he  Trea^;jlry  to  remit  certain  dutie 

On  mo'ion  of  .Mr.  Chappell.  the  Committee 
Jifi  Pensiojis  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  were  in- 
'Hj-ucted  t.^  inquire  into  ihe  propriety  of  altering 
ylt  preser.l  mode  of  paying  invalid  pensions,  so 
^^■^r  as  it  r^;gards  those  pensions   which  have  not 

wen  demanded  whhin  a  reasonable  time. 
^  jOn  raotjon  c 
.*^3mmiite»'  on 

;f  (•quire  iriio  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
'cretary  pf  State  to  publish  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
J  Slaies.;in  any  number  of  papers  he  may  deem  j 
roper.  nO|  exceeding  six  in  each  State. 
^  On  moiiiDu  of  Mr.  GoLDdBORoucu,  the  Com-  , 
r7>mee  of  Ways  and   Means   were  instructed  to  ' 


jOn  raotjon  of  Mr.  JoHN3o.t,  of  Kentucky,  the 
the  Judiciary  were   instructed  to 


and  army  in  hostility  to  the  United  Slates;  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  such  scirure,  the  petitioner  re- 
ceived from  said  Whittier  a  severe  wound  in  his  right 
hand  by  a  large  knife,  aimed  at  his  body,  by  reason 
of  which  wound  the  petitioner  has  lost  the  usf  of  said 
hand  ;  that  Whittier  has  been  convicted  of  the  offence 
before  the  supreme  judicial  court  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  punished  by  imprisonment;  but  in 
consequence  of  his  poverty  wa-s,  by  order  of  court,  dis- 
charged from  prison,  in  which,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term  for  which  he  was  sentenced,  he  had  been  de- 
tained several  months  for  the  payment  of  the  costs  of 
prosecution. 

The  evidence  adduced  to  the  committee  proves  that 
the  petitioner  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  of  in- 
spector at  a  time  of  great  hazard,  when  it  was  difficult 
to  obtain  any  other  person    to  enter  upon  them  ;   that 
Vjjassed  on  jihe  I5lb  day   of  December,  1814,  enii-  '  be  was  faithful  and  persevering,  even  at  the  risk  of 
'cd  "Ad  yct  to  provide  additional   revenues  for  !  ^'«  personal  safety  ;  and  in  consequence  of  his  activi- 
llffraying  ihe  expenses  of  Government  and  main-     'J'  "  appears  by  a  ceruficate  from   the  collector,  the 
'niug  ihi  public  credit,   by  duties  on   carriages  '  "muggl'ig  of  provisions  to  the  relief  of  the  enemy  at 


>quire  iniD  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  la 


w 


Castine  was  interrupted 

The  committee,  belitving   that  those   persons  who 

are  unfortunately  disabled  in   enforcing   the   revenue 

laws  are  entitled  to  relief  equally  with  those  who  are 

j  disabled  in  the  military  service,  and  that  sound  policy 

requires  that  every   reasonable  inducement  should  be 

#-.-  I  offered  to  insure  a   faithful   execution  of  those  lawa, 

jR«o/rfrf,JThat  the  following  be  adopted  as  an  ad-  '  bave  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 
-rJi^on  to  th»  standing  rules  of  the  House : 

..^  it  iiball  bi'  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Ex 


lijd  the  hafiie>s  used  therefor."  so   as   to  provide 
theanrfual  valuation  of  carriages  liable  to  the 
4f}ty  or  ta3?  imposed  by  the  said  law. 

j:Mr.  Atijerton  submitted  the  following  resolu 
•l5in.  whicjj  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
%hle:         ^ 


>r4diture«  h  examine  whether  any  offices,  under  the 
-"j^is  of  the  I'nited  States,  have  become  useleas  or  un- 
iji^essary,  .^nd  to  report  from  time  to  time  on  the  expe- 
^'.icy  of  icodifying  or  abolishing  the  same;  also  to 
Irmine  inio  the  pay  and  emolumenU  of  all  officers 
[^er  the  ^aws  of  ihe  United  Sutep,  and  to  report 
>in  time  tf  time  such  a  reduction  or  increase  thereof 
ill*  just  economy  and  the  public  service  may  require. 

'/The  loU/ywing  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
?^CKENa:} 

■• 
\ 


REPORT  ON  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 
Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals, 
made  a  detailed  report ;  which  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.     It  is  as  (olluws: 
The  committee  to  whom  wa«  referred,  on  the  4lh  of 
December  last,  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  roads  and 
canals,  report,  in  part : 

That,  upon  mature  deliberation,  the  facility  of  com- 
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mercial  and  personal  intercoune  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  United  States  and  its  Terntories  is  view- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  viewed 
by  former  committees  of  both  branches  of  the  National 
Legislature,  and  by  every  Executive  of  the  Govern- 
ment since  lU  formation,  as  an  essential  ingredient  in 
the  general  economy  of  the  nation,  as  well  m  relation 
to  the  pursuits  of  peace  as  to  those  of  war.  and  also 
to  the  per{)etuation  and  integrity  of  the  Repubhcan 
Union. 

That  the  interior  waters  of  the  United  States,  co- 
extensive with  its  territory,  furnish  the  ample  and  the 
only  etTectual  means  of  8uch  facility.  Without  inland 
navigation  an  interior  commerce,  in  a  large  portion  of 
the  most  necessary  articles,  would  be  not  merely  con- 
venient, but  wholly  impracticable,  between  sections  re- 
mole  from  each  other.  Those  which  were  destitute 
must  remain  so ;  an<l  where  there  was  abundance  it 
would  be  of  httle  value.  In  such  a  state,  of  all  the 
rich  bounties  of  nature  distributed  over  our  expanded 
country,  ever  varying  in  their  nature  and  uses  with 
our  vaned  soils,  climates,  and  pursuits,  a  scanty  por- 
tion only  coutU  be  appropriated  to  the  subsistence  and 
comfort  of  civilized  man.  Invaluable,  then,  are  those 
interior  waters  which,  e>en  in  their  natural  ctate,  af- 
ford a  facility  of  transportation  of  the  ncces-saries  of  lile 
which  no  other  known  means  could  effect.  But,  al- 
though these  water^i  are  thus  essentially  requisite  and 
extensively  useful  in  their  original  state,  their  useful- 
ness would  be  infinitely  increased  by  improving  and 
uniting  their  channels. 

The  great  topographical  features  of  our  country  are 
its  great  extent  of  territory,  and  variety  of  soil,  climate, 
and  production,  which  demonstrate  the  necessity  on 
the  one  band,  and  the  number,  positions,  and  magni- 
tude of  itK  bays,  lakes,  and  rivers,  which  happily,  on 
the  other  baniJ,  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  an 
internnl  navigation  throughout  all  its  parts. 

So  magnificent  and  admirably  arranged  are  these 
waters,  that  two  great  channels  are  nearly  completed 
by  nature  the  whole  way  between  the  extremes  of  the 
Union — the  one  passing  through  its  centre  three  thous- 
and miles,  the  other,  on  its  margin,  two  thousand  miles. 
Large  and  numerous  rivers,  communicating  with  each 
other  from  a  common  intermediate  source,  form  natu- 
ral canals  from  the  one  to  the  other,  interrupted  only 
by  the  main  riilge  of  mountains  from  which  they  de- 
scend in  opposite  directions,  and  over  which  artificial 
roads  of  the  best  construction  are  known  to  be  practi- 
cable, so  as  to  unite  with  the  opposite  navigations 
within  distances  varying  from  fif^y  to  one  hundred 
miles.  Thus  the  great  chain  called  the  Appalachian 
mountains,  which  once  was  considered  as  an  impassa- 
ble barrier  and  partition  between  the  eastern  and  west- 
ern interest!",  may  in  effect  be  removed  ;  or,  rather,  it 
may  be  madeeflectually  to  assist  that  intercourse  which 
it  has  seemed  permanently  to  interrupt.  The  large 
■nd  numerous  rivers  and  lakes  communicating  with 
the  great  central  channel  on  the  North  and  West,  to- 
gether with  thi>se  already  noticed,  which  cut  opposite 
sides  of  the  mountains,  traverse  the  whole  continent, 
conducting  all  its  waters,  as  they  seem  destined  in  fu- 
ture to  convey  iti»  innumerable  productions  into  two 
great  channels  which  unite  with  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  Atlantic  ocean  at  their  two  extremes,  and  one 
of  them  at  numerous  intermediute  points,  forming  in 
the  whole  more  than  ten  thousand  miles  of  inland  nav> 
igation,  the  free  use  of  which  requires  only  the  pur- 
chase at  a  moderate  price  in  labor. 


The  importance  of  this  object  to  the  United  States 
as  a  community  is  so  evident,  that  to  ascertain  its  prac- 
ticability, would  seem  sufficiently  to  recommend  it  to 
the  attention  of  the  Mational  Government.  The  best 
evidence  of  its  practicability  is  that  already  adduced — 
the  positions  and  magnitude  of  the  interior  waters. 
These  are  circumstances  of  notorious  importance,  the 
evidence  of  which  cannot  be  questioned ;  but  it  may 
be  proper,  in  corroboration,  also  to  notice  that  resulting 
from  an  official  document  of  high  authority. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  April,  1908,  an  elabo- 
rate report,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  preceding  ye.ir,  was  made  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  were  embraced  all 
the  outlines,  together  with  much  detail  of  a  general 
system  of  national  improvement.  The  sum  of  $20,- 
000,000  was  deemed  sufficient  to  effect  the  works  ne- 
cessary to  confer  on  the  people  of  every  section  of  the 
United  States  all  the  advantages  of  good  roads  and 
canals,  of  which  the  country  is  susceptible.  The  an- 
nual application  of  f2,000,000  would  effect  this  great 
object  in  ten  years,  and  which  (it  was  added)  could  be 
conveniently  supplied  from  the  existing  revenues  of 
the  United  States,  leaving  a  sufficient  surplus,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sum  required  for  the  permanent  Peace 
Establishment  and  national  debt,  in  the  same  period 
of  ten  years,  to  arm  every  man  in  the  U^nited  States, 
to  erect  as  many  fortifications  and  batteries  as  could  be 
manned,  and,  if  thought  eUgible,  to  build  a  navy.  The 
subject  was  treated  in  that  report  as  one  of  primary 
national  importance,  conducive  to  the  general  welfare, 
in  enhancing  the  value  of  lands,  promoting  useful  com- 
merce, binding  the  Union  together  by  a  community  of 
interests,  and  constituting  an  important  branch  of  the 
public  defence.  This  official  report  of  1808  attracted 
much  attention,  and  the  subject-matter  of  it  has  ap- 
peared to  receive  the  decided  approbation  of  the  citizens 
of  the  L'nited  States  ever  since.  The  execution  of  this 
plan  would  probably  have  been  commenced  long  before 
this  time,  had  not  extraordinary  difficulties  in  our  foreign 
relations,  and  consequent  war  with  Great  Britain,  in- 
tervened. Since  the  termination  of  the  war,  the  ne- 
cessary attention  of  the  Government  to  other  objects 
sufficiently  accounts  for  the  continued  suspension  of 
the  plan  of  improvement  recommended  at  that  time. 
But  these  cauises  of  suspension  having  now  ceased,  it 
may  reasonably  be  expected  again  to  attract  a  due 
share  of  the  public  attention. 

A  state  oftranquillity  has  been  happily  restored  under 
circumstances  favoring  its  continuance  for  many  years. 
T^e  pursuits  of  peace  in  the  United  States  have  been 
resumed  with  renovated  vigor.  Great  political  changes 
in  Europe  ba%e  affected,  and  may  continue  materially 
to  affect,  our  foreign  commerce.  The  experience  of 
the  late  war  has  served  to  develop  the  importance  of 
internal  transportation  ;  and  the  resources  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  undoubtedly  more  ample  than  they  were 
in  1808.  At  that  time  the  average  annual  revenue 
was  about  $14,0<JO,000.  At  this  time,  from  various 
causes,  it  is  increased  to  an  average  of  !J*25,000,000. 
These  circumstances  seem  peculiarly  to  recommend 
at  this  time  tuch  a  system  of  general  improvement  as 
would  accelerate  the  advancement  and  secure  perma- 
nently the  internal  commerce  of  the  United  Slates. 
Two  important  considerations  particularly  recommend 
the  subject  of  internal  navigation  to  the  early  attention 
of  Government — the  nvalship  of  a  foreign  State  in  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  our  interior  possessions,  and 
the  lively  interest  evinced  in  various  parts  of  the  Uni* 
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Statet^o  the   improvement   of  our   facilities    of 


■ttjKercouree^ 

*    ;Thtt  poKion  of  our  territory  bordering  upon  Lake 


been  for  acme  time  romplet«d  almoat  to  Lake  Erie, 

and,  in  Pennsylvaoia,  the  Herculean  task  of  extend- 
4*  ,inat  poision  oi  our  lemiory  ooruering  upon  i^aae  ing  a  turnpike  road  of  the  beat  construction  the  whole 
JItiamplainjthe  St.  Lawrence,  and  great  lakes,  and  to  I  way  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  has  been  boldly 
»fvjiich  the*-.;  waters  are  the  natural  outlets,  is  moder-  ,  undertaken,  and  is  in  a  rapid  progresa  of  execution. 
^tisly  estiiwted  at  sixty  millions  of  acres.  Much  of,  In  both  these  Sutes  a  great  variety  of  other  turnpikes 
■• '    IS  aires:Jy  populous,  and  the  remainder  is  becom-  |  have  been  long  in  great  perfection,  and  new  ones  are 


60  with    surprising  rapidity.     Until   other  routes 

kJI  be  greatly  improved,  all   the  productions  of  this 

ijensivc   district  must  be  drawn  to  the  British  ports 

^"^ower  Cjjiada,  from  whence,  also,  the  merchandise, 

W    arms,  a^d  the  inHucnce  of  Great  Britain  are  con- 

.Jc|ed  withrinrivalled  celerity  to  the  recesses  of  all  the 

Aj^thwcstetn   Indian  tribes  within  our  limits.     Such 

tfM  intercourse  can   scarcely  fail  to  engender  in  those 

vZimerous  l.ordes  unfriendly  dispositions  towards  the 

^^ns  andT Government  of  the  United  States  in  time 

Wtipeace,  at^d,  in  war,  to  array  them   against  us  in  a 

.Vr^e   formij'able  in  a  degree  beyond  that  of  their  spe- 

•l|c  numb>j4-  and  strength.     The  whole  commerce  of 

'Ijujt  extensive  regfion,  as  well  of  the  present  and  future 

l|site  population  as  the  trade  of  the  Indian  tribes,  can 

^|advanta;:eously  turned  to  the  posts  and  possessions 

M$tbe   Unted    States   only    by  an  improved  inland 

^iigation. 

■•jThe  sohf;tude  on  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
;its  genfcrally,  which  is  felt  in  various  parts  of  the 
jrlted  Stairs  at  thi*  time,  is  indicated  in  a  manner 
i»  to  be  mistaken,  and  promises  an  effective  co-ope- 
Itton  with  (he  National  Government  in  any  measure 
Jch  it  ma*  approve  and  adopt  for  promoting  them. 
^The  p€r8*jverance  of  the  citizens  and  Sute  of  Aew 
%4k  in  ihes'  efforts  to  ascertain  the  most  eligible  route 
.^i|  means  t'r  opening  a  navigable  canal  from  the  tide 
niftier  in  lh«v,  North  or  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Erie  is  a 
1  cige  that  |heir  wealth  and  enterprise  would  contnb- 
^  largely  towards  that  great  object.  The  local  en- 
J  jrisc  whijh  has  long  since  organized  itself  in  com- 
lies,  undrr  State  authorities,  formed  their  plans, 
progresti'd  considerably  in  the  execution  of  canals 
jryugh  the",  necks  of  land,  respectively,  which  alone 
tiruct  the} inland  navigation  from  Boston  to  St. 
^fv  's,  is  ag^in  directed  to  these  objects.  In  addition  to 
yy%e  8eve^a^works,  there  is  wanting  only  a  short  canal 
t^ip,  Lake  I^rie  to  some  of  the  navigable  waters  which 
SiBjfcty  into  tAe  Ohio, some  inconsiderable  improvements 
•Jfhe  bed  o|  such  waters,  and  a  lockage  or  other  im- 
*J)yements  ^t  the  falls  of  Louisville,  to  complete  the 
Mol  great  cliannels  already  mentioned.  In  all  these 
T^ks,  although  the  nation  has  a  paramount  interest 
ri^eir  conijpletion,  there  arc  good  reasons  to  believe 
1^1  individual  or  loc»d  enterprise  would  contribute  a 
•^  half  or  njore  of  the  expense. 

^("here  art;  equal  or  still  stronger  reasons  to  beheve 
Ail  individijal  and  local  enterprise  would,  with  alac- 
Qv,  share  ejualJy  at  least  with  the  United  Slates  in 
•j[.roving  t(ie  navigation  of  such  correspondent  .\t- 
^<itic  and  ^^'e8tern  rivers  as  are  best  adapted  for  a 
a^inexion  b«  portage  roads  across  the  mountains,  in 

?^-  construcjion  of  such  roads,  and  of  such  other 
j'r^t  leadini;  road  or  roads  as  shall  be  establi:<hed  or 
]fti>oved  byithe  National  Government.  The  great 
Ij^l ress  alrtjidy  made  without  the  aid  of  this  Govern- 

S^^  in  the  ionstruclion  and  extension  of  permanent 
3s,  as  wej;  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  as  in  Penn- 
yyania,  N<;w  Jersey,  New  York,  and  all  the  more 
.tern  States,  is  conclusive  evidence  of  a  disposition 
*iost  or  a^  of  the  States  to  promote  these  objects, 
(he  Slate  ;.jf  New  York,  a  great  turnpike  road  has 


annually  added.  The  latter  State  has,  moreover,  a  great 
,  number  of  bridges,  probably  among  the  largest  in  the 

world,  and  founded  in  solid  masonry  ;  and  it  has  also 
I  made  provision  by  law  for  the  liberal  encouragement 

of  a  great  work  in  its  neighboring  States  of  Maryland 
I  and  Delaware. 

I      The  foregoing  indications,  as  well  as  many  other 
I  considerations,  seem   fully  to  authorize  the  confident 
reliance   upon  individual  exertion  for  a   full   half  or 
I  more  of  the  resources  requisite  for  the  completion  of 
I  every  improvement  of  national  importance  in  the  Uni- 
I  ted  States  which  its  Government  shall  take  measures 
suitably  to  encourage.     The  whole   expense,  by  the 
'  official   report  of  1808,  already  noticed,  of  a  general 
system    of  roads   and   inland   navigation,  has  been,  it 
I  appears,  carefully  estimated  at  $20,000,000.     On  the 
assumption  that  one-half  would  be  contributed  by  in- 
I  dividual    and  local  exertion,  $10,000,000  in  addition, 
'  applied  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  would  be  a 
sum   fully   sufficient.     These  views    present    another 
consideration    of  great  weight,  that  is,  the  magnitude 
I  of  the   object  compared  with  the  expense  required  to 
effect  it.     The  object  proposed  is  the  facility  of  inter- 
course by  means  of  more  than  ten  thousand  miles  of 
internal    navigation,    and    more   than    two    thousand 
miles  of  permanent  roads,  besides  tho;»e  already  com- 
pleted in  the  several  States,  and  such  temporary  roads 
through   the    more    unimproved    territories    as   might 
serve  for  travelling  and  for  transporting  the  mails. 

The    expense   to    the   United  States,  taken  at  .$10,- 
000,000,   8up{>08ing   $7,000,000  applied  to  the  canals 
and  $3,000,000  to  the  roads,  if  an  actual  expenditure, 
would   be   only   $700  per  mile    for    the  canals,  and 
$1,500  per  mile  for  the  two  thousand  miles  of  perma-' 
nent  roads ;  but  when  it  Ls  considered  that  these  sums 
may  not   be,  strictly  speaking,  expended,  but  merely 
invested  by   subscription   in   canal    and    road   stocks, 
which  would  ultimately  rise  to  par  value,  the  contrast 
between  the  magnitude  of  the  object  and  that  of  the 
capital   employed    becomes  still    more  strikingly   ob- 
vious.    Nor  will  these  views  of  the  subject  appear  ex- 
aggerated, if  we  recur  to  the  extent  of  the  navigation 
proposed  to   be  opened,  and  consider  that  most  of  it 
would  be  well  adapted  for  steam  vessels  ;  and  that  the 
recent  origin,  the  present  state,  and  probable  improve- 
ment of  these  cannot,  if  successful,  fail  to  give  to  all 
large  rivers,  bays,  and  lakes  in  the   United  States,  in 
an   improved  state,  all  the   advantages   of  navigable 
canals  of  the  best  artificial   construction.     In   Great 
Britain  more  than  $100,000,000  has  been  laid  out  in 
constructing  about  one  thousand  miles  of  canal  navi- 
gation, (that  of  rivers  being  little  used,)  and  it  is  con- 
sidered   of    great    national    advantage.     How    much 
stronger  are  the  inducements  in  the   United  Slates  to 
employ  a  tenth  part  of  that  sum  in  effecting  an  object 
often  times  the  magnitude  ? 

The  committee  might  enumerate  various  other  con- 
siderations in  detail,  but  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to 
do  so,  since  they  will  be  comprised  in  the  general  im- 
portance of  inland  navigation  and  intercourse  in  the 
United  States,  which  will  now  be  briefly  considered. 
Internal  intercourse  is  dependent  upon  internal  navi- 
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^tion  in  a  greater  or  lew  degree,  according  to  the  ex- 
tent of  territory.  In  the  United  States,  therefore,  it 
must,  as  has  been  assumed,  depend  essentially  upon 
this  mean ;  consequently,  the  subject  must,  in  the 
United  Sutes,  possess  a  degree  of  importance  un- 
known in  other  countries  in  a  political  point  of  view, 
and  must  be  considered  with  reference  to  this  prin- 
ciple in  connexion  with  every  other  advanUge  to  be 
derived  from  it- 

The  general  importance  of  internal  navigation  is  so 
universally  admitted,  that  any  uttempt  further  to  illus- 
trate it  would  seem  superfluous,  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  it  is  an  object  heretofore  neglected  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States — a  circumstance  that 
can  hardly  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  rational 
principle  than  that  its  intrinsic  importance  has  been 
somehow  overlooked,  or  hidden  in  the  mass  of  other 
concerns,  or  its  advantages  been  viewed  at  too  remote 
a  distance  to  induce  present  activity.  From  these  con- 
siderations a  few  observations  are  submitted,  in  which 
the  chief  difficulty  is,  that  the  case  seems  too  clear  to 
admit  of  additional  proof  short  of  actual  consumma- 
tion. Some  will  always  be  found  who  will  call  every- 
thing theory  which  is  not  actually  accomplished  in 
practice  and  in  their  own  possession.  Some  twenty 
years  ago  there  was  not  a  turnpike  road  in  the  United 
States.  The  one  between  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster 
was  then  culled  a  theory  ;  there  are  now  in  the  United 
States  some  thousand  miles  of  such  road  ;  they  have 
become  familiar,  and  we  experience  little  surprise  that 
individuals,  in  a  single  State,  undertake  fearlessly  to 
extend  them  over  the  greatest  mountains  on  the  Con- 
tinent. The  building  of  a  ship  and  navigating  the 
ocean  has  become  familiar  in  the  same  manner ;  it  is 
no  longer  a  subject  of  wonder.  But  the  time  probably 
has  been  when  the  simplest  raft  was  the  only  naviga- 
ting vehicle ;  with  this  man  was  content  until  neces- 
sity discovered,  and  experience  improved,  the  use  of 
instruments.  Is  it  not  remarkable  that,  in  our  present 
advanced  state  of  civilization  and  science,  man  is  still 
little  inclined  to  profit  by  his  reason  and  intelligence, 
bat  disposed  always  t<)  await  the  mandate  of  necessity  ! 
Why  should  an  inland  navigation  be  any  more  a  the- 
ory than  a  turnpike  road,  or  the  building  of  a  house  ? 
Merely  because  we  are  more  familiar  with  the  latter 
than  with  the  former.  But  in  Europe  a  canal  navi- 
gation  is  as  familiarly  known  to  experience  as  a  ship, 
a  bouse,  or  a  turnpike;  and  we  have  the  means  of 
profiting  by  all  the  experience  of  Europe,  with  the 
materials  and  inducements  which  no  country  of  Eu- 
rope possesses.  They  will  soon  become  familiar  to  us, 
as  turnpike  roads  have  become,  if  we  can  only  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  attempt  them  in  earnest. 

If  sea  vfssels  entering  ihe  harbors  of  Boston  and 
New  York,  respectively,  could  continue  their  voyages 
inland,  without  interruption,  from  the  former  to  St. 
Mary's,  in  Georgia,  from  the  latter  to  Lake  Erie,  and 
thence  to  New  Orleans,  would  there  remain  a  doubt 
of  theadvantagesofsuch  an  inland  navigation?  Would 
there  be  found  in  the  United  States  a  single  voice  to 
oppose  the  purchase,  if  they  were  to  be  obtained  for 
10.  or  even  $20,000,000?  Yet  such  and  greater  ad- 
vantages are  clearly  within  our  reach  for  $10,000,000, 
if  that  sum  can  be  so  applied  as  to  insure  the  comple- 
tion of  the  system  of  improvement  byroads  and  canals 
to  which  the  natural  advantages  of  this  country  invite 
our  attention.  A  steam  navigation  would  be  rendered 
practicable,  not  only  between  the  distant  points  just 
mentioned,  but  in  all  our  bays,  lakes,  and  largest  riv- 
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navigation  decidedly  superior  to  that  of  sea 
vessels  in  all  narrow  channels,  as  may  be  inferred,  not 
only  from  the  nature  of  things,  but  from  the  important 
fact  that,  while  yet  in  its  infancy,  it  has  in  ■  gre«t 
measure  supplanted  the  long-established  use  of  sea 
vessels  in  most  of  the  bays  and  large  rivers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  A  detail  of  the  advantages  of  such  a  nar- 
igation  to  the  United  States  as  a  community  will  not 
be  attempted,  because  an  enumeration  and  estimate  of 
them  is  impracticable.  A  few  of  the  most  immediate 
and  prominent  effects  of  a  well-digested  system  of  im> 
provement,  calculated  to  insure  them  to  our  country, 
will  be  merely  noticed,  leaving  every  mind  to  imagine 
(for  imagination  can  hardly  exaggerate)  their  multipli- 
city  and  importance. 

1st.  No  sooner  will  the  National  Government  have 
fairly  commenced  the  system,  than  a  general  confi- 
dence in  its  completion  will  be  inspired.  Its  benefits 
will  be  felt,  in  anticipation,  in  the  value  of  lands,  in  an 
increased  activity,  in  the  general  prospenty,  and,  con- 
sequently, in  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 
These,  in  an  average  of  ten  years,  will  have  been  in- 
creased beyond  what  they  would  have  otherwise  pro- 
duced by  an  amount  greater  than  that  of  the  whole 
sum  which  will  have  been  expended  or  employed  in 
the  requisite  works. 

2d.  Its  operation  will  tend  to  perpetuate  the  Re- 
public and  the  Union  by  an  indissoluble  community 
of  interests,  habits,  and  attachments  ;  to  give  celerity 
of  movement,  and  consequent  efficiency,  to  the  mili- 
tary force,  as  well  as  an  easy  exchange  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  necessaries  of  life,  whenever  the  country 
may  be  again  visited  by  the  calamities  of  war. 

3d.  In  times  of  peace  or  war,  it  will  give  a  due  value 
to  every  production  of  land  and  labor,  whether  of  agri- 
culture, minerals,  forests,  fisheries,  or  mechanic  arts  ; 
promote,  by  the  certainty  of  reward,  every  well-directed 
branch  of  domestic  industry,  the  diffusion  o(  science 
and  of  morals,  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  the  whole 
community,  by  the  facility  of  personal  and  social  as 
well  as  commercial  intercourse. 

4th.  It  cannot  fail  to  add  a  new  and  magnified  im- 
portance to  our  foreign  as  well  as  our  domestic  com- 
merce, in  making  it  acceptable  to  all  the  productions 
of  the  most  interior  parts  of  this  great  continent,  which 
productions  will  continually  increase  with  the  popula- 
tion and  progress  of  improvement. 

5th,  and  finally.  It  would  give  a  new  and  more  ele- 
vated character  to  the  nation,  to  the  Republic,  in  ail  its 
domestic  concerns,  in  all  its  foreign  relations,  in  tb« 
comfort,  happiness,  and  prosperity  of  its  citizens,  in 
the  permanence  of  its  free  institutions,  and  la  the  in- 
calculable amount  of  its  public  resources. 

The  same  principles  and  considerations  which  serve 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee,  in  relation  to 
internal  navigation,  to  such  routes  as  are  of  peculiar 
national  importance,  will  also  point  out  those  roads 
which  seem  to  require  most  immediately  the  attention 
of  the  Federal  Government,  exclusive  of  portage  roads 
already  noticed. 

The  routes  which  seem  exclusively  to  claim  public 
and  general  attention  are — 

1st.  From  .Maine  to  Louisiana,  in  the  general  direc- 
tion of  the  seacoast  and  main  post  road,  and  passing 
through  all  the  principal  seaports.  The  expense  of  • 
good  raad  upon  this  route  may  vary  according  to  the 
constiriiction  adopted. 

2di  Another  object,  next,  if  not  e«iual  in  imporUnce, 
would  be  the  improvement,  on  a  less  expensive  scale. 
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'^  certain  j)ortions  of  roads  leading  to  the  principal 
*^^val  and  failitary  depots  and  po8t«,  and  other  impor- 
it  pointy,  in  the  interior  and  upon  the  extremet  of 
\e  Uniorr-  The  points  contemplated  are  Sackett's 
irbor;  liie,  in  Pennsylvania  ;  Detroit,  in  the  Michi- 


jj^^n    Terni^jry;  St.  Louis,  in   the  Missouri  Territory, 

^id  New  (yrleans,  in  Louisiana. 

gt  jIt  remains  for  the  committee  to  recapitulate  the  ob- 

4"' 


<'ij-u  of  national  importance  comprised  in  this  report, 
^j»d  to  sujjgest  such  measures  as  the  general  object 
iff^iuires,  ii^  their  opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  National 
^^vernmer;it. 

~"he  principal   improvements  requisite  to  afford  the 


vantagei^  of    internal 
oughoui*-  the    United 


navigation    and    intercourse 
States    and   ita   Territories, 


•^  'Ist.  Caifils  through  four  necks  of  land  from  Boston 
▼lirbor  to  S*t.  Mary's  river,  making,  altogether,  ninety- 
>jifcht  milet^  besides  a  short  cut  or  improvement  across 
).ape  Fea.',  and,  ax  a  more  distant  object,  a  canal 
^r^munication,  if  practicable,  from  the  Altainaha  and 
■>i|  waters  to  .Mobile,  and    from   thence  to   the    Mis- 

;  #5*'PP'- 
*^j2d.  A  canal  from  the  Hudson  or  North  river  to  Lake 
<^fie  ;  anotlier  from  that  lake  to  a  navigable  branch  of 
|lf;  Ohio  ;  $ome  improvement  in  the  bed  of  said  branch, 

.  fid  probal^y  in  that  of  parts  of  the  Ohio  river;  and  a 
^|kage  or  pther  improvement  at  the  falls  of  Louisville. 
J  *Jd.  Improvements,  by  lock.age  or  otherwise,  as  the 
'^e  may  require,  in  each  of  the  principal  Atlantic  and 
««Jthern  i.vers,  and  in  their  respectively  correspond- 
^Jj^  Northefn  and  Western  waters. 

•  *llh.  Turnpike  or  oilier  permanent  roads  :  1.  Across 
sAf  mount,4ins  or  intervening  lands,  whera  canals  are 
>j%ind  imprjiclioable,  or  not  advantageous,  between  the 
Xlncipal  .Atlantic  and  Southern  ri>ers,  and  one  or 
^f>re  of  thiir  respective  branches,  at  the  highest  navi- 

*5^le  poini^i,  and  the  nearest  navigable  points  on  the 

•C'j'respondrnt  iNorthern  and  Western  waters :     2.   A 

.  ^g^at  turnpike  or  permanent  road  from  Morlh  to  South, 

jjithe  gential  direction  of  the  seacoast  and  main  post 

>^ijte  ;    ani,  3.    Improvements,   on  a  less  expensive 

l^jjle,  from-'some  convenient  point  on   the   main   road 

.fc^^ofk  Stjle  to  the  principal  military  and  naval  posts 

M^d  statioiis  on  the   Norlhern  frontier  of  that  State  ; 

;ft  »m  some  convenient  point  or  points  on  the  Ohio  to 

:i\b  principal  military  and  naval  stations  and  posts  upon 

*|l'3   Northern   frontiers   of   Pennsylvania,   Ohio,    and 

;|«'Vchigan    J'erritory  ;  from   Detroit  to  St.  Louis,  and 

ijl^.vm  thencse  to  New  Orleans. 

^  ;The  mei^ures  which  appear  indispensably  requisite, 

^.  the  first  instance,  are  :      1st.  A  permanent  provision 

nM-  ascertaining  with   accuracy   the   particular    route, 

*4'nt8  and  !>itaations  for  the  best  location  of  the  pro- 

^■♦sed  improvements,  by  procuring  draughts  or  plats, 

jf»*th   exploit  written   descriptions  and  explanations, 

Jfrttn  actuaf  survrys  and   levels,  to  be  taken  under  the 

•Jt^thority  cr  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  :     2d.  To 

^ipvide  the  necessary  funds  for  an  annual  expenditure 

y-;  application  to  such  improvements,  to  such  amount 

ii^  may  be/ound  advantageous. 

•  'W  ith  re»pect  to  the  particular  mode  in  which  a  por- 
.  ii^n  of  the  national  resources  might  be  most  advan- 
T^^eously  Dpplied  to  such  objects,  that  must  necessarily 

^.•^ry  accordingly  to  the  object  and  existing  circum- 
o^inces  at  the  tune  of  expenditurvi,  and  may  be  pro- 
^^ed  for  liv  law  from  time  to  time.  When  any  object 
'^purely  national,  and  an  expenditure  upon  it  required 
■^Y  ^be  public  interest,  this  would  constitute  a  fit  sub- 

it         I 
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ject  for  the  direct  and  exclusive  application  of  moneya 
from  the  national  funds.  Such  objects,  however,  are 
believed  to  be  very  rare  ;  ao  interwoven  are  the  com- 
mon with  the  local  interests,  that  the  former  can  hardly 
be  consulted  anywhere  in  relation  to  internal  inter- 
course without  affecting  the  latter  in  degrees  varying 
according  to  circumstances.  The  necessary  existence 
of  this  principle  seems  naturally  to  recommend  the 
combination  of  those  interests  in  the  same  object, 
under  such  guards  and  limitations  as  may  effeciuallj 
secure  the  public.  The  most  eligible  means  to  pro- 
duce this  cfTect  are  believed  to  be  the  establishment  of 
a  suitable  fund  to  be  invested  for  accumulation  until 
actually  required  for  its  object;  and  the  subscription 
on  account  of  the  United  States  for  portions  of  the 
stock  of  companies  incorporated,  or  which  may  be  in- 
corporated, under  State  authorities,  for  constructing 
such  roads  and  canals,  or  for  effecting  such  improve- 
ments in  navigable  waters,  as  shall,  upon  inspection 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  be  approved 
by  the  Congress,  to  be  paid  out  of  such  fund. 

This  plan  is  believed  preferable  to  any  other  which 
has  occurred  to  the  committee  in  the  essential  pointa 
of  efficiency  and  economy  ;  to  be  less  liable  to  any 
Constitutional  doubts,  objections,  practical  difficulties, 
and  at  the  same  lime  retaining  in  the  National  Got- 
ernment  a  sufficient  controlling  influence  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  objects  of  improvement,  and  over  the  direc- 
tion, plan,  and  construction  of  the  improvement  pro- 
posed, and  in  fixing  the  rales  of  lolls  and  charges. 

Isl.  It  would  be  efficient  in  exciting,  encouraging, 
and  calling  irU^activity  individual  and  local  enterprise. 

2d.  It  would  insure  economy,  by  securing  the  vigi- 
lant guaranty  of  the  same  individual  and  local  interest. 

3d.  Less  liable  to  Constitutional  doubts,  objections, 
or  practical  difficulties,  because  it  would  narrow  the 
whole  Constitutional  question  to  the  single  one  on 
which  no  doubu  are  known  to  exist,  simply  whether 
the  National  Government  may  invest  the  public  money 
in  permanrnt  stocks;  and  it  removes  ail  intricacy  and 
difficulty  on  the  subject  of  repairs,  toll-gates,  the 
collection  of  tolls,  and  punishing  depredations  on  the 
works. 

4ih.  A  sufficient  controlling  influence  will  be  re- 
tained in  the  condition  proposed  to  bo  prescribed  to 
the  subscription,  that  the  proposed  undertaking  shall 
first  be  approved  by  the  Congress. 

It  may  be  further  remarked,  m  favor  of  this  mode, 
that  it  excludes  every  idea  of  erecting  in  the  General 
Government  any  improper  influence  of  patronage, 
which  some  might  apprehend,  from  the  direct  apphca- 
tion  ot  a  large  sum  of  money. 

The  only  desirable  object  which  the  mode  proposed 
(of  subscription  for  stock)  does  not  seem  to  embrace 
in  the  fullest  extent,  is,  that  of  an  equalization  of  the 
advantages  resulting  from  the  application  of  the  na- 
tional resources  to  the  proposed  objects  among  the 
several  States ;  but  even  this  desirable  object  it  would 
approximate  more  nearly  than  would  a  direct  applica- 
tion by  the  National  Government. 

Out  if  it  be  deemed  necessary  and  practicable  more 
perfectly  to  secure  this  object,  a  distinct  and  separate 
fund  should  be  provided  for  the  purpose,  to  Le  distrib- 
uted among  the  Stales  as  justice  may  dictate,  or  ac- 
cording to  representation,  leaving  the  former  to  be 
employed  in  the  mode  proposed.  For,  if  the  mode  of 
distribution  should  be  exclusively,  or  even  chiefly, 
adopted,  (and  the  money  given  over  to  the  exclusive 
control  and  direction  of  State  authorities,)  it  is  evident 
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that  the  national  interests  cannot  be  exclusively,  or 
even  chiefly,  consulted  ;  they  would  be  abandoned  so 
far  as  the  subject  of  internal  facihties  of  intercourse 
extends  to  the  State  Government — a  course  which,  if 
the  objects  in  question  be  of  national  importance,  and 
which  it  is  believed  fe'-r  or  none  can  doubt,  would  not 
be  justified  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

With  the  foregoing  remarks,  and  reserving  for  an 
additional  report  such  further  details  as  the  materials 
which  the  committee  possess  and  may  be  enabled  to 
collect  during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  is  submitted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  take  measures  for  ascertaining  as  far 
aa  practicable,  and  report  to  this  House  at  the  next 
and  every  subsequent  session  of  Congress,  such  roads, 
canals,  and  improvements  in  water-couries  as  are  re- 
quired in  a  general  system  of  inland  navigation  and 
intercourse  throughout  the  extent  of  the  States  and 
the  Territories  thereof,  best  adapted  to  facilitate  the 
intercourse  necessary  for  personal,  commercial,  and 
military  purposes. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  following  resolution,  with  the  preamble 
thereto  pretixed,  was  ^ubmilted  by  Mr.  King  : 

Whereas  a  bill  was  yesterday  ordered  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  this  day,  appropriating  one  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars  of  the  public  money,  and  thu  United  States 
share  of  the  dividends  in  the  National  Bank,  for  twenty 
years,  on  seven  millions  of  dollars,  owned  by  them 
therein,  and  on  which  they  are  now  paying  an  annual 
interest  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
for  constructing  roads  and  canals;  tfnd  whereas  it  is 
desirable  that  some  part  of  the  public  treasure,  drawn 
from  the  people  of  the  country,  should,  particularly  in 
times  of  general  distress,  be  applied  to  their  relief,  and 
to  objects  connected  with  their  immediate,  best,  'and 
highest  interest:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  States, 'i'erritories,  and 
District  of  Columbia,  in  proportion  to  their  free  pop- 
ulation, at  the  last  enumeration  ;  one  million  thereof 
to  be  immediately  applied  by  the  Governors  of  the 
several  Slates  and  Territories,  and  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  by  the  several  corporations  of  Washington, 
Alexandria,  and  Georgetown,  to  the  support  of  the 
poor,  and  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  such  humane  and 
charitable  institutions,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  such  Gov- 
ernors and  Corporations,  may  stand  most  in  need 
thereof;  the  olher  million  of  dollars  to  be  applied  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
and  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  promotion  of  education  and 
the  advancement  of  religion  and  morality  ;  or  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  such  Bible  and  Missionary  Societies  as 
may  be  selected.  .\nd  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  .Means  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
above  purposes.  ^ 

Ttie  question  being  put  on  considering  the  said 
resoluiioD,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  very 
few  riMDg  iu  its  favor. 

The  cngroiised  bill  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as 
a  fund  for  lulernal  iruproveiiient,  the  bonus  and 
Uaited  Slates  share  of  the  divideads  of  ibe  ISa- 


tionai  Bank,  was  read  ihe  third  time,  and  the 
question  stated,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  spoke  nearly  three 
hours  in  opposition. 

Mr.  Shepfey  stated  the  reasons  which  would 
prevent  his  voting  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  advocated  the  bill,  and  replied 
to  Mr.  Randolph  and  others. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Wright, 
successively  renewed  their  opposition  to  the  bill; 
and  Mr.  Calhodn  again  spoke  in  its  support. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
86,  nays  84.  as  follows: 

Yiis — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Avery,  Baker, 
Bateman,  Belts,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Breckenridge, 
Brooks,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark  of 
New  York,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner, 
Creighlon,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Findley, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Glasgow,  Gold,  Griffin,  Grosvenor, 
Hahn,  Hail,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Heister,  Hendricks, 
Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hulberl,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New 
York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  Little,  Love, Lovett, Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Wilham 
P.  Maclay,  McKee,  Middlelon,  Milnor,  Moffitl,  Moore, 
Murfree,  J.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Peter,  Pickens, 
Pickering,  Powell,  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharp, 
Smith  ofPennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tate,  Tay- 
lor of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair, 
Townsend,  Wallace,  Webster,  Wendover,  Whiteside, 
Wilde,  Wilkin,  Willoughby,  Thomas  WUson,  William 
Wilson,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\dams.  Archer,  Alherlon,  Baer,  Bar- 
bour, Bassetl,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boss,  Brad- 
bury, Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Carr  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Clayton,  Cook,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Davenport, 
Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Hooks,  Hungerford, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jewell,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  William  Ma- 
clay, Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy,  McLean,  Miller,  Mills, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thos.  M.  Nelson,  Noyes,  Parris,  Piper, 
Piikin,  Pleasants,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  Ro- 
bertson, Root,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard, 
Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggarl,  Tallmadge, 
Taul,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Vose,  Ward  of  .MassachusetU, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WheatOQ, 
Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodward,  and  Wright. 

So  ihe  bill  was  passed. 


Monday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  olher  purposes;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  pelitioa  of 
Joseph  Gillard,  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  confirming  ihe  liile  of  Joseph  Gil- 
lard; which  was  read  twice, and  commitied  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish 
additional  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  made  a  rejxirt  of  ihe  pe- 
liOQ  of  Chew  and  Relf,  which  was  read ;  whea 
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R.  reijorled  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the     amendment; 
Maison  Rouge;  which  was  read  twice,    and  passed 


fjrquisdr 

fd  coma-(itied  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Ifl-t  mentioned. 

{'Mr.  Mc|Cee,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 

gjje  24ih  ujiimo,  by  leave  of  the  House,  reported 

JpiU  trao'Jferring  the  duties  of  the  Commission- 

t^T*  of  Loajas  to  the  Bank  of  the   United  States, 

j^.J   to  abtilish   the  offices  of  Commissioners  of 

fc'tans  ;  wljich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 

.  iji^  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which    is  com- 

^r^Jtted  the, bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the 

jrimpt  seulemenl  of  public  accounts. 

« JVIr.  Mc|Cee,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 

jjyted  a  bill  regulating  the  pay  and  emoluments 


was  read  a  third  iina«, 


and  (he  bill 
passed. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  were  dis- 
charged from  a  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  a 
pension  to  Commodore  Richard  Taylor;"  and 
the  bill  wa?  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  on  the  petition  of  An- 
thony Buck,  who  prays  to  be  relieved  from  the 
payment  of  an  embargo  bond,  into  which,  by  false 
representations,  Mr.  Buck  was  induced  lo  enter 
for  the  captain  of  an  Eastern  vessel,  and  which 


<jjfpursers*and  midshipmen  in  the  Navy,  and  of  I  became  forfeited  by  the  misconduct  of  said  cap- 
»jtr  medicj«l  staff  of  the  Army,   of  the  United  j  tain  in  violating  the  embargo.     This  report  gave 

twice,  and  committed    rise  to  a   long  debate,  which  ended  in  reversing 


.4 


futes  ;  wjiich   was   read 


»4i,ihe  CoiJimiiteeof  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 
Ingjqam,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 


if^r 


the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  and    directing   the  committee   lo 


tf-  23d  ulvmo,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  ^  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner 


[ifcoropeiiisation  of  clerks  and  messengers;  which 
>^«s  read  t'ivice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
Hj!«he  WhMe  last  mentioned. 

<  Mr.  H.  ^ELaoN,  from  the  select  committee  to 
v|l»om  wa"';  referred  the  memorial  of  William 
>i<tham.  rirported  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
•viirchase,  l)y  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  papers 
H&  charts^  &c.,  of  William  Tatham.  The  re- 
pj  it  and  rtvuluiiun  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 

ihhe  lablf. 
Mr.  Ple>.3ants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Jffairs,  towhich  wa>  commuted  the  bill  from 
il(»  Senate,;  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  and  ex- 
•j.iiajin  'An  .>ct  giving  pen.sions  to  the  widows  and 
M^hans  of'jiersons  slain  in  the  public  or  private 
j>|tjitd  ves.v;^lsof  the  United  State>,"  reported  the 
sfiue  witbo^^i  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was com- 
ftjiiied  to  a  Cummaiee  of  the  Whole, 
."-fhe  Cuiiiiuittee  on  Naval  Affairs  were  dis- 
c|irged  inxi^  a  further  consideration  of  the  peii- 
ia.|is  of  Ei)zabeih  Matilda  Shubrick,  Sophia  D. 
Xwdner,  aid  Eliza  Tarbell  ;  and  they  were  re- 
flrfed  lo  tl  V  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
\Ifi  nlen(ic^ed. 

Jy\.  niesia/Je  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Ij&V    <he    t^enate    have    pa>sed    a    bill,    entitled 

V«i  act  foj  the  relief  of  Jacint  Laval  ;"  and  a 

|r->uluiion  l+)r  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining 
votes  Uf  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 

[oiled  Slaves,  and  for  notifying  the  persons  elect- 

■)ijf  their  f^eciion  ;  and  have,  conformably  there- 

j.^ppoinih;J  a  cimiiiitlee  on  their  part;  in  which 

p  and   reiolutiun  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 

li^  House..' 

tThe  s  id-resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jacint  Laval,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  WAR  LOSSES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  tht;  infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated, 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  on  the  several  bills  com- 
mitted  to  the  said- Committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  appropriating 
the  sura  of  three  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara 
frontier,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  amend  this  bill  so  as 
to  include  ihe  case  of  losses  on  the  shores  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay.  He  referred  to  the  cases 
of  the  towns  of  Havre-de-Grace,  Georgetown, 
and  Fredericktown,  all  on  the  bay  shore,  in 
which  depredations  had  been  made  by  the  ene- 
my by  conflagrating  private  properly  ;  which 
cases  he  considered  not  materially  variant  iq 
principle  from  those  which  came  under  this 
bill.  Although  the  sufferers  of  this  character 
had  no  legal  claim  on  the  Government,  they  had 
a  claim  ot  justice;  and  wherever  a  Government 
had  the  ability  to  pay  such  claims,  it  was  itsduiy 
to  satisfy  them.  The  ability  of  our  Government 
could  not  now  be  questioned,  since  it  had  lately 
made  liberal  appropriations  for  internal  improve- 
ment, and  objects  not  of  necessity,  dec. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate  which  con- 
tinutd  until  the  u^ual  hour  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  RoBERTso.N  moved  to  add  lo  the  bill  a  new 


trtijiiie  Hoi^^e  ;  and  Mtssrs.  Jackson,  Irving  of  section,  providing  that  all  ottier  claims  in  all  parts 
M^M  Yoik^  and  Pitkin,  were  appointed  of  the  I  of  the  United  States,  depending  on  the  same  prin- 
T'^ruiiiee  vn  the  part  of  the  House.  !  ciple  as  the  claims  embraced  in  this  bill,  should 

'^  ijdr  Ple  |8ANT8  from  ihe  Committee  on  Naval  '  be  settled  in  the  same  proportion  and  in  the  same 
.|l}airs,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the 


)ate,   entitled 
I'hioo  of  a\i  act. 


"An  act    10   repeal    the  second 
entitled   'An  act  concernins:  the 


'5*^  ot  officjjrs,  ^eamen,  and  marines  in  the  Navy 
•«^{ibe  Uni'id  States,"  reported  the  same  without 

- '  J  1 


manner  as  the  claims  already  enumerated. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  strikeout  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  in>erl,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  prop 
osition  for  appropriating  a  million  of  dollars  for 
the  relief  of  persons  io  different  parts  of  the  couo- 
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try,  who  have  suffered  losses  in  coBsequenoe  of 
military  occupation  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
State',  to  be  distributed  in  proportion  to  the  loss 
sustained  by  each  individual,  as  compared  with 
the  residue  of  his  property,  the  poorest  individual 
to  receive  the  largest  sum  in  proportion  to  his 
loss. 

This  motion,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son, before  noticed,  were  declared  not  receivable 
until  after  Mr.  Archer's  motion  was  decided. 

Mr.  Archer's  motioo  was  supported  by  him- 
self and  Mr.  Wright,  on  the  general  principles 
on  which  he  introduced  it;  and  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Hulbert,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Clay, 
and  Calhocn,  not  from  opposition  to  the  class 
of  claims  embraced  in  the  amendment,  but  on  the 
ground  that  the  claims  from  the  Niagara  were 
peculiar,  and  had  been  already  sifted  and  speci- 
ally examined. 

Messrs.  Robertson  and  Forsyth  spoke  in 
favor  of  general  in  preference  to  particular  pro- 
vision on  this  subject;  and  Messrs.  T.  M.  Nel- 
son and  Harrison  spoke  on  the  military  ques- 
tion of  the  legality,  according  to  the  laws  of 
war,  of  the  conflagration  ot  Buffalo,  &.C.,  by  the 
euemy. 

The  Committee  rose  without  deciding  any 
question. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American 
captives  of  the  late  war,  was  reported  without 
amendment;  and  the  Committee  had  leave  to  sit 
again  on  the  remaining  bills. 


Tuesday,  February  U. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so 
much  of  the  duty  on  carriages,  dec,  as  imposes 
a  duty  on  carriages  and  harness  not  exceeding 
in  value  one  hundred  dollars,  made  a  report  there- 
on unfavorable  thereto;  and 

Mr.  L.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  re- 
port on  the  expediency  they  were  instructed  lo 
inquire  into,  of  repealing  or  modifying  the  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers,  adverse 
thereto. 

These  reports  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce aud  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  erect- 
ing a  liglii-house  on  the  west  chop  of  Holmes' 
Hole,  in  Massachusetts;  also,  a  bill  to  increase 
the  duty  on  iron,  imported  in  bars  and  bolts; 
and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Buck. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Na- 
thaniel Searey  and  others. 

Which  bills  were  severally  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  yesterday 
appointed  on  that  subject,  reported  the  following 
resolutiou,  which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed 
to,  by  the  House : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Wed- 
nesday Dcxt,  at  twelve  o'clock :  That  two  persons  be 


appointed  tellers,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  make 
a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be  delivered.  That 
the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  who  shall  announce  the  state  of  the  vote,  and 
the  persons  elected,  to  the  two  Houses  assembled  as 
aforeoaid,  which  shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the 
persons  elected  President  and  Vice  Preaident,  and, 
together  with  a  list  of  the  votes,  be  entered  on  the 
Journal  of  the  two  Houses." 

Messrs.  Jackson  and  Pitkin  were  appoioted 
tellers  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson, 

Ordered,  That  when  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate appear  to-morrow,  in  the  Chamber  of  this 
House,  the  President  shall  be  conducted  to  the 
Chair  of  the  Speaker ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  inform  the  Senate  of  these  proceedings. 

Mr.  Williams  offered  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing BO  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  at  the  last 
session,  at  prohibits  distillers  who  have  obtained  a  li- 
cense from  retailing  a  less  quantity  of  spirits  than  one 
gallon." 

The  House  agreed,  ayes  62,  noes  60,  to  consider 
the  resolution  ;  when,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr. 
Lowndes  in  opposition,  and  by  Mr.  Williams 
in  support  of  his  motion,  the  question  on  adopt- 
ing the  resolution  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lanqdon,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 
revenue  laws  as  not  to  oblige  the  vessels  nav- 
igating Lake  Champlain,  to  enter  and  take  a 
clearance  at  the  custom-houses  in  the  district  of 
Champlain,  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  the 
district  of  Vermont,  where  goods  are  to  be  lauded 
in  each  district. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilde,  the  Committee  oq 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  to  the  judge  of  the  sixth 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  a  sum  equal  to 
the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of 
South  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  during 
which  time  the  said  circuit  judge  was  compelled 
by  law  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  judge  of  the 
said  district  court. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittin 
the  annual  statements  of  the  amounts  collectei 
under  the  several  acts  laying  direct  taxes,  &c., 
together  with  the  amount  ol  compensation  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection 
thereof;  and  also  the  compensation  received  by 
the  principal  and  assistant  assessors;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  reimbursement  of 
moneys  paid  for  the  ransom  of  American  cap- 
tives from  the  Indians,  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Hall,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  7ih  instant,  relating  to  the  fourth  section 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  31st  March 
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jtfSU,  proiiJJng  for  the  indemoificatioa  of  certain 
•^aimant-i  of  public  land  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
-  ^pry.  ma^e  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read  ; 
sWhen  Mr  H.  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
JiTieut  of  ^joney  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the 
"'sfticles  ^^  agreenaent  and  cession  between  ihe 
'7D"'ed  Spates  and  that  State,  which  was  read, 
Jf\d  corari^iited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
b»  A  raessige  from  the  Senateinformed  the  House 
'p'at  the  ^renate  have  agreed  to  the  report,  in  part, 
j-r  the  joiiit  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  appoint- 
\^  to  asc»rtain  anci  report  a  mode  for  examining 
lie  votes  (or  President  and  Vice  President ;  and 
\ifive  appointed  Mr.  Macon  a  teller  of  Toies  on 
|eir  part. 

**   COLOiNIZATION  OF  FREE  NEGROES. 

>Mr.  Pickering,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
■Jyfrican  J^iave  Trade,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tif)n  of  ih>?  President  and  Board  of  Managers  of 
He  American  society  for  colonizing  the  free  peo- 
ve  of  collar  of  the  United  Slates,  which  was  read  ; 
Lhen  Mr;  P.  reported  a  joint  resolution  concern- 
rig  the  alyjlition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  and  colo- 
Tjzing  frjje  people  of  color  on  the  continent  of 
IHfrica,  w^icn  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
[ComraiRee  of  the  Whole. 
[♦The  refjart  and  resolution  are  as  follow  : 

},rhe  coiEiniltee  to  whom  waa  referred  the  memorial 
•'  the    President    and     Board    of    Managers    of    the 
Amencait  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  ot 
■  ^lor  of  lh(»  United  Statea,"  have  had  the  aame  under 
i-iir  delibtrate  consideration.     The  iubject  is  of  such 
hagnitude,;  and  attended  with  so  many  difHculties,  it 
Ijwith  mu»jh  diffidence  they  present  their  views  of  it 
Jrthc  Hout:e. 

V^ere  it.  simply  a  question  of  founding  a   colony, 

-  ^meroua  s>'ad  well  known  precedents  show  with  what 

fchty  the  .work  might  be  accomplished.     Every  new 

prritory  rttablished  by  our  Government,  constitutes 

iijeed  a  colony,  formed  with  great  ease,  because  it  is 

^ily  an  exwnsion  of  homogeneous  settlements.     But 

r  contemplating  the  colonization  of  the  free  people  of 

^  |or,  it  se«.med  obviously  necessary  to  take  a  different 

Jprse.     TJieir  distinct  character  and  relative  condi- 

ijn  rendcji  an  entire  separation  from  our  own  States 

U^   TerntiJries  indispensable.     And   this  separation 

^  ,ist  be  Bu^h  as  to  ailmit  of  an  indefinite  continuance. 

tifjrnce,  it  iicems  manifest  that  these  people  cannot  be 

<>Joniied  withm  the  limiu  of  the  United  SSUtes.     If 

.Ary  were  ijot  far  distant,  the  rapidly  extending  settle- 

innts  of  9ur  white    inhabitants  would    soon    reach 

^m«ni;  andjthe  evU  now  felt  would  be  renewed,  prob- 

.>JVy  ^'^^  aggravated  mischief.     Were  the  colony  to 

it',  remote,  ill  must  be  planted  on  lands  now  owned 
^d  occupfed  by  the  native  tribes  of  the  country, 
iid  could; a  territory  be  purchased,  the  transporting 
^i'  the  col^inists  thither  would  be  vastly  expensive, 
Arir  rubsifience  for  a  time  difficult,  and  a  body  of 
jjjtops  woujkj   be  required  for  their   protection.     And 

f**r   all,  should  these  difficulties   be   overcome,    the 
mal  evij  would  at  length  recur  by  the  extension 
ur  whit^  population.     In  the  meantime,  should  the 
ny  so  irjcrease  as  to  become  a  nation,  it  is  not  dif- 
It   to    fitresee    the  quarrels    and    destructive  wars 
la^ich  would  ensue,  especially  if  the  slavery  of  peo- 
T»  of  coK>   should    continue,    and   accompany   the 
kjulca  in  liteu  migrations. 


{ 


Taming  our  eyes  from  our  own  country,  no  other 
adapted  to  the  colony  in  contemplation  presented  it- 
self to  our  view  nearer  than  .\frica,  the  native  land  of 
negroes;  and,  probably,  that  is  the  only  country  on 
the  globe  to  which  it  would  be  practicable  to  transfer 
our  free  people  of  color  with  safety,  and  advantage  to 
themselves  and  the  civilized  world.  It  is  the  country 
which,  in  the  order  of  Providence,  seems  to  have  been 
appropriated  to  that  distinct  family  of  mankind.— 
And  while  it  presenU  the  fittest  asylum  for  the  free 
people  of  color,  it  opens  a  wide  field  for  the  improve- 
ments in  civilization,  morals  and  religion,  which  the 
humane  and  enlightened  memorialists  have  conceived 
it  possible,  in  process  of  time,  to  spread  over  that 
great  continent. 

Should  the  measure  suggested  be  approved,  an  im- 
portant question  occurs— In  what  way  shall  iu  execu- 
tion be  essayed  T 

A  preliminary  step  would  be,  to  provide  for  the  per- 
fect neutrality  of  the  colony,  by  the  explicit  assent 
and  engagement  of  all  the  civilized  Powers,  whatever 
dissensions  may  at  any  time  arise  among  themselves. 

The  next  important  question  is— Will  it  be  expe- 
dient  to  attempt  the  esUblishment  of  a  new  colony  in 
Africa,  or  to  make  to  Great  Britain  a  proposal  to  re- 
ceive the  emigranU  from  the  United  Sutes  into  her 
colony  of  Sierra  Leone  7 

At  Sierra  Leone,  the  first  difficulties  have  been  sur- 
mounted, and  a  few  free  people  of  color  from  the  Uni- 
ted  Sutes  have  been  admitted.     A  gradual  addition 
from  the  same  source  (and  such  would  be  the  natural 
progress)  would  occasion  no  embarrassment  either  in 
regard    to  their  sustenance  or  government.     Would 
the   British   Government   consent  to  receive  such  an 
accession  of  emigrants,  however  eventually  considera- 
ble, from   the   United    Sutes  7      Would    that   Govern- 
ment agree  that,  at  the  period  when  that  colony  shall 
be  capable  of  self-government  and   self-protection,  it 
shall    be  declared   independent  ?     In    the    meantime, 
will  it  desire  to  monopolize  the  commerce  of  the  colo-' 
ny  !     This  would  be  injurious  to  the  colonists  as  well 
as  to  the  United  States.     Should  that  country,  from 
the   nature  of  its  soil   and   other  circumstances,  hold 
out  sufficient   alluremenU,  and   draw  to  it,  from  the 
United   Sutes.  the   great  body    of  the    free  people  of 
color,  these  would  form  its  strength,  and  iU  ability  to 
render  lu  commerce  an  object  of  consideration.     Now 
as  the  great  and  permanent   benefit  of  the  colonisU 
was  the  fundamenul  principle  of  the  establishment, 
will  the  British  Government  decline  a  proposition  cal- 
culated to  give  to  that  benefit  the  imporUnt  extension 
which  will  arise  from  a  freedom  of  commerce  to  those, 
at  least,  at  whose  expense,  and  by  whose  means,  the 
colony   shall    be   essentially    extended  !      Should    an 
agreement  with  Great  Britain  be  effected,  no  further 
negotiation,    nor    any    extraordinary    expenditure    of 
money,   will  be   required.     The  work    already   com- 
menced will  be  continued,  simply  of  carrying,  to  Sierra 
Leone,  all  who  ore  willing  to  embark. 

It  would  seem  highly  desirable  to  confine  the  mi- 
grations to  a  single  colony.  The  two  distinct  and 
independent  colonies,  established  and  protected  by 
two  independent  Powers,  would  naturally  imbibe  the 
spirit  and  distinctions  of  their  patrons  and  protectors, 
and  put  in  jeopardy  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  both. 
Even  the  simple  fact  of  separate  independence  would 
eventually  tend  to  produce  colluions  and  wars  be- 
tween the  two  establuhmenU,  (unless,  indeed,  they 
were  far  removed  from  each  other,)  and  perhaps  de- 
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feat  the  further  humane  and  exalted  vwwi  of  those  Mr.  T.  M.  Nelso.n  replied  at  length  to  Mr. 
who  projected  them.  The  spirit  which  animated  the  i  Clark,  arguing  that  no  law  existed  for  billeting 
founders  of  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  would  be  ex-  I  troops  in  the  houses  of  the  citizens,  or  their  oc- 
erted  to  effect  a  union  of  design  and  the  cordial  co-  I  cupation  for  military,  stores,  dec.  and  that  all  such 
operation  of  the  British  Government  with  our^wn;  I  occupations  were  of  course  paid  for;  which  fact 


and,  it  might  be  hoped,  not  without  success.  It  would 
be  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  a  stipulation  in  the 
last  Treaty  of  Peace,  by  which  the  two  GsvernmenU  I 
sUnd  pledged  to  each  other  to  use  their  best  endeav-  j 
ors  to  eflect  the  entire  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  ' 
while  the  proposed  institution  would  tend  to  diminish  i 
the  quantity  of  slavery  actually  existing.  | 

If,  however,  such  enlarged  and  liberal  views  should 
be  wanting,  then   the  design   of  forming    a  separate  I 
colony  might  be  announced  by  the  American  Minis-  j 
ters  to  the  maniime  PowerF  ;  and  their  guarantee  of 
the  neutrality  of  the  colony  obtained.  ! 

Your  committee  do  not  think  it  proper  to  pursue 
the  fubject  any  further  at  this  time  ;  but  that  the  Gov-  | 
ernmcnt  should  wait  the  result  of  the  suggested  nego-  ', 
tiations,  on  which  ulterior  measures  must  depend.  j 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  report 
a  joint  resoluUon,  embracing  the  views  herein  before  1 
exhibited. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent  a-  ' 
tives  of  the   Inited  States  of  America  in   Congress  j 
assembled,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  | 
authorized  to  consult  and  negotiate  with  all  the  Gov-  | 
ernments  where    Ministers  of  the  United  States  are,  : 
or  shall  be  accredited,  on  the  means  of  effecting  an  ; 
entire  and  immediate  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  i 
And,  also,  to  enter  into  a  convention  with  the  Gov-  , 
emment  of  Great  Britain,  for  receiving  into  the  colony  j 
of  Sierra  Leone,  such  of  the  free  people  of  color  of  [ 
the  United  States,  as,  with  their  own  consent,  shall  be  • 
carried  thither,  elipulaling  such  terms  as  shall  be  most  , 
beneficial  to  the  colonists,  while  it  promotes  the  peace- 
ful inleresU  of  Great    Britain  and  the  United   States.  , 
And  should  this  proposition  not  be  accepted,  then  to 
obuin  from  Great   Britain,   arid   the   other   maritime  I 
Powers,  a   stipulation,  or   a  formal   declaration  to  the  [ 
same  effect,  guaranteeing  a  permanent  neutrality  for 
any  colony  of  free  people  of  color,  which,  at  the  ex- 
pense and   under  the   auspices  of  the   United    States, 
shall  be  established  on  the  African  coast. 

Resolved,  That  adequate  provision  shall  hereafter 
be  made  to  defray  any  necessary  expenses  which  may 
be  incurred  in  carrying  the  preceding  resolution  into 
effect. 

I.NUEMMTY  FOR  WAR  LOSSES. 
The  House   again  resulved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of   the  Whole,  on   the   bill  appropriating 
8340. WO  lor  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  in  the  late  war.     Mr.  Archer's 


he  also  vouched  from  his  personal  knowledge; 
and  that  the  use  of  the  houses  referred  to  was 
nut  only  paid  for,  but  at  an  enormous  rent.  Mr. 
N.  read  sundry  official  letters,  <tc.,  to  establish 
his  views  of  the  illegality  of  the  claims  of  the 
sufferers,  the  laws  of  war.  dec. 

Mr.  JoHNSo.N,  of  Kentucky,  argued  in  support 
of  the  bill,  the  principle  of  which  had  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  adoption  of  the  9th  section  of  the 
claims  law  of  last  session,  which  section  had  not 
been  objected  to,  and  the  repeal  of  which  did  not 
lake  place  from  any  change  of  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  principle,  but  from  a  fear  of  its 
abase,  by  the  construction  which  had  been  given 
to  it.  and  because  it  was  presumed  that  it  could 
be  administered  with  greater  correctness  by  this 
House.  He  contended,  also,  that  the  motive  of 
retaliation  alleged  by  the  enemy  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  property  on  the  Niagara  frontier  was  a 
mere  pretext,  and,  although  he  was  willing  to  in- 
demnify  by  some  general  provision  thesufferings 
on  the  Chesapeake,  the  river  Raisin,  dec.  yet  the 
amendment  was  not  grounded  on  any  principle 
yet  decided  on,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Niagara  suf- 
ferers, and  for  that  reason  he  should  not  vote  now 
to  incorporate  the  motion  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Wright  followed  in  opposition  to  indem- 
nifying the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara  :  to  whom 

Mr.  Gold  and  Mr.  Harrison  replied  and  ad- 
vocated strenuously  the  relief  of  those  sufferers. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  declared  himself  in 
favor  both  of  the  amendment  and  original  bill, 
and  spoke  some  time  in  support  thereof. 

Mr.  Pickering  was  opposed  to  the  bill  in  any 
shape  which  it  could  assume,  because  Congress 
I  had  already  authorized  a  strict  inquiry  into  all 
losses  by  the  late  war,  and  that  the  conflagration 
of  the  Niagara  frontier  was  an  act  of  retaliation 
for  burning  the  town  of  Newark,  which  was  un- 
authorized in  civil  warfare,  and  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Root  replied  to  Mr.  Pickering,  and  advo- 
cated at  some  length  the  justice  of  extending  re- 
lief to  the  sufferers  in  question. 

Mr.  Harrison  defended  the  destruction  of 
Newark  by  the  American  troops,  and  had  no 
doubt  that,  if  Mr.  Pickering  was  to  view  the 
situation  of  that  town,  and   its  relation   to  Fort 


motion  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  include  the  losses  I  Niagara,  he  would  approve  the  burning  of  it ;  and 


on  the  Chesapeake  bay,  being  und<r  considera- 
tion— 

Mr.  HcNOERFORD  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  after  Chesapeake  bay,  the 
words  "  and  its  waters,"  so  as  to  include  losses  in 
the  northern  neck.  ditc.  of  Virginia.  .Mr.  Archer 
received  the  amendinenl  a^  a  part  of  his  iiiution. 

Mr.  Clahk,  of  New  York,  required  the  reading 
of  various  documents,  depositiuns.  certificate:*,  dec. 
illustrating  and  certifying  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  the  losses  sustained  by  individuals  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  and  then  entered  into  a  defence 
of  ttie  claims  of  the  said  sufferers  to  relief. 


Mr.  H.  was  willing  to  stake  his  military  reputa- 
tion on  the  propriety  of  that  measure,  aa  a  mili- 
tary one.  which  every  military  man  would  sanc- 
tion. 

Mr.  Pickering  replied,  that  the  destruction  of 
Newark  was  alleged  to  be  in  defence  of  Fort 
George,  and  not  Fort  Niagara. 

Mr.  Peter  expressed  the  objections  he  enter- 
tained to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Archer. 
and  btated  hi.s  reasons  for  deeming  the  destruction 
of  Newark  unauthorized  by  military  law,  and 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  Archer  again  supported  his  ameodmeat, 
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.%pd  r^plijd  to  the  arguments  of  those  who  con- 

•  jkmned  the   burning  of  Newark,  which  he  said 

•  a|as    dons  with    the   double   view   of  defending 

•  ^ort  George,  and  ultimately  Fort  Niagara. 

:J:*  *  The  qr!e>iion  was  at  length  taken  on  Mr.  Ar- 
■'^^kb's  motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

fij  After  poing  through  the  bill,  and  making  some 

immaterial  amendments — 

j'Mr.  FoHSYTH  moved  the  amendment  he  yes- 

•Jirday  su;fgested.  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of 
|e  bill,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  appropria- 
f)n  of  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  relief  of  per- 
|as  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  who  have 
offered  losses  in  co.Tsequence  of  military  occu- 

|ijtion  byithe  forces  of  the   United  States,  to  be 

2.|stribute^  in  proportion  to  the  loss  sustained  by 
i^ch  individual,  as  compared  with  the  residue  of 

^ts  propeity— tiie  poorest    individual   to  receive 

^ife  large^l  sum,  in  proportion  to  his  loss. 

I^.The  qilestion  was   taken  thereon  without  de- 

^itite,    ami:  decided    in    the    negative    without   a 

^prision.  : 

!Mr.  Fot(9YTH  (hen,  as  he  doubted  whether  this 

]1,  after  ill  the  time   it  should  consume,  had  a 

ijoritjr  m  its  favor,  and  for  the  purpose,  there- 

(■e,  of  saving  time,  by  at  once   trying  the  sense 

the  House  on  it,   moved  to  strike  out  the  first 

•tion — 1(1  effect  to  destroy  it. 

This  mcnion  was   negatived    by  a  considerable 

jijority  ;  ^when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  the 

11  as  amended,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

»  i  

*  jWed.nesday,  February  12. 

fThe  SpfcAKER  presented  a  petition  of  Hezekiah 
'lies  and  ^Jehu  Chandler,  stating  that  they  have 
in  coDteinplation  to  establish  a  national  prinl- 
r  office  *and  stationery  store  at  the  Seat  of 
«;»verDme;nt.  and  praying  for  the  protection  and 
^Jti>port  of  the  National  Legislature  in  their  un- 
IJriytaking.— Referred  to  a  select  committee.  And 
'1^.  Yancjiy,  Mr.  Calhocn,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr. 
towHAM,  &ad  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  were 
l^oinied  ihe  committee. 

Jyir.  Yajcey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
*#de  a  rerort  on  the  petition  of  Mary  Wells;  on 
u«  petition  of  James  Orr ;  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
^m  Olivfr;  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Kendall; 
^wAJ  on  thji  petition  of  Berthelemy  Duverges; — 
*^<»ich  weie severally  read.  When  Mr.Y.  report- 
ed bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  A  bill  for 
thf  relief  of  Mary  Wells;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
i«nes  Ort;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Oli- 
^<jf ;  9  biU.for  the  relief  of  Peter  Kendall;  and  a 
^r|l  for  the-relief  of  Berthelemy  Duverges; — which 
*^jd  bills  \vere  severally  read  the  first  and  sec- 
?ia»i  time,  iind  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Xf  ^ole  Hoose,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
ipfe  relief  i?f  Caze  and  Richaud. 

<{ELECTDRAL  VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT. 

5  pn  motion  oP-Mr.  Jackson,  a  message  was  sent 
tiithe  Senjte,  informing  them  that  the  House  of 
Efipresent^Hives  were  ready  to  proceed,  agreeably 
l^khe  mutMai  resolution  of  yesterday,  to  open  and 
<54int  the  -fotes  for  President  and  V^ice  President 
I'Jthe  Unived  States. 

♦  > 


The  Senate,  soon  after,  entered  the  House  of 
Representatives,  preceded  by  their  President 
who  was  received  by  the  Sp<%ker  at  the  Chair 
of  the  House,  in  which  the  President  cf  the  Sen- 
ate took  his  .seat,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
beside  him.  The  Tellers  of  the  two  Houses- 
Mr.  Macon  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr. 
Jackson    and   Mr.   Pitkin   on    the   part  of  the 

Houseof  Representatives— occupied  seats  in  front 
of  the  Chair. 

The  seals  of  the  votes  were  broken  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  by  him  handed  to 
the  Tellers,  by  whom  they  were  read  aloud,  and 
recorded  on  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
House  of  Represeniaiiveii  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House,  respectively. 

The  votes  of  all  the  States  having  been  read, 
with  the  exception  of  those  of  the  Slate  of  In- 
diana— 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  arose,  and  (address- 
ing himself  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House,)  ex- 
pressed his  unfeigned  regret  at  being  compelled, 
by  his  sen.se  of  duty,  to  interrupt  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  two  Houses.  Mr.  T.  was  then  going 
on  to  state  his  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  votes 
from  Indiana  being  read  and  recorded  ;  when 

The  Speaker  interrupted  him.  and  said,  that 
the  two  Houses  had  met  for  the  purpose — the 
single,  specific  purpose— of  performing  the  Con- 
stitutional duty  which  they  were  then  discharg- 
ing, and  that  while  so  acting,  in  joint  meeting, 
they  could  consider  no  proposition  nor  perform 
any  business  not  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Varncm,  of  the  Senaie,  (addressing  the 
President  of  the  Senate.)  expressed  his  concur- 
rence in  the  propriety  of  what  had  been  .stated  by 
the  Speaker,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  deliberate  on  the 
question  which  had  been  suggested,  he  moved 
that  the  Senate  withdraw  to  iheir  Chamber. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Dana,  of 
the  Senate,  and  the  que.stion  being  put  by  the 
President  to  the  members  of  the  Senate,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Senate  with- 
drew accordingly.* 


*  [From  the  National  Inlelhgencer.] 
Messrs.  Gales  <Sc  Skatox  : 

In  your  paper  of  this  morning,  in  detailing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  two  Houies  of  Congress  relating  to 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
you  state  that  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  VAa.fCM,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Dajca,  that  the  Senate  should  with- 
draw, was  '*  unanimously  agreed  to."  This,  genlie- 
men,  is  a  mistake.  There  were  several  negatives, 
distinctly  and  audibly  given,  and  a  divuion  being 
called  tor,  it  is  doubtful  how  the  question  would  have 
been  decided.  The  writer  of  this  was  one  of  those  who 
voted  against  the  motion,  believing  that  the  two  Hou8e.<< 
ought  not  to  separate  until  they  had  discharged  the 
duty  which  brought  them  together,  and  that  in  count- 
ing the  votes,  it  was  for  them  to  decide  what  were  vote* 
in  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  Reflection  has  con- 
firmed him  in  this  opinion  ;  and  regarding  the  precedent 
set  by  the  Senate's  withdrawing  as  one  which  it  woold 
be  inconvenient  and  dangerous  to  follow,  he  is  not 
willing  to  see  it  recorded  as  an  unanimous  act,  when 
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The  Speacer  having  stated  to  the  House  that 

it  now  remained  for  them  to  consider  the  subject 
which  had  interrupted  the  forms  of  the  Consti- 
tution— 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said,  that,  although 
the  question,  as  regarded  the  present  election, 
was  of  no  consequence,  yet  the  time  might  arrive 
when  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
the  election  of  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  it  would  be  better  to  settle  it  now,  when 
its  decision  would  not  affect  the  election.  He 
then  proceeded  with  his  objections  to  receiving 
the  votes  from  Indiana,  contending  that  the  joint 
resolution  of  December  last,  admitting  that  Slate 
into  the  Union,  was  not  a  matter  of  form  merely, 
but  a  great  ConslilutioDal  prerogative,  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  Congress;  until  whicL,  a  sister  State 
could  not  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an 
equal  footing.  It  this  was  not  so.  where  was  the 
use  of  passing  on  the  form  of  Government  adopt- 
ed by  the  State,  and  sanctioning  her  admission, 
if  she  was  adiuilled  to  an  equal  footing  already  ? 

the  reverse  of  the  case,  and  thereby  a  weight  and  im- 
portance given,  which  do  not  in  reality  belong  to  it. 

WASHiHOTOif  CiTi,  Feb.  14,  1817. 

[No  doubt,  whatever  is  entertained  of  the  correct- 
DCsa  of  the  above  statement,  for  which  we  are  much 
indebted  to  the  writer,  but  the  Reporter  certainly 
heard  not  a  single  negative. 

Having  stated  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  question  referred  to  in  the 
above  note,  it  may  t>e  proper  to  notice  what,  we  learn, 
took  place  in  the  Senaie,  after  that  body  wuhdrew 
froiu  the  House. 

On  retiring  to  their  Chamber,  some  conversation 
took  place  in  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  which  had 
produced  the  separation  of  the  two  Houses;  when 

Mr.  Barboub  moved  the  adoption  of  a  resolution, 
that  the  State  of  Indiana  had  a  right,  by  her  Electors, 
to  vote  for  President  and  Vice  President,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December  last. 

This  resolution  wa.s  supported  by  Messrs.  Talbot, 
Misoif  of  New  Hampshire,  BAaaoca,  Daka,  and 
UASorxT;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Campbell  and 
FaoMESTiw. 

Before  any  decision  took  place  on  the  resolution, 
the  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  an- 
nouncing their  readiness  to  proceed  in  counting  the 
votes,  was  received  ;  when 

Mr.  BABBuva  stated,  that  as  the  question  which 
had  interrupted  the  proceedings  of  the  jomt  meeting 
originated  in  the  other  House,  and  they  having  an- 
nounced their  readiness  to  resume  the  business  which 
had  called  the  two  Houses  together,  it  was  unneces- 
aary,  he  thought,  to  take  any  order  on  the  resolution 
be  had  submitted,  and  therefore  withdrew  it. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  Representa- 
tives Hall. 

On  Thursday,  the  next  morning,  there  was  a  con- 
siderable discussion  on  the  question  how  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  preceding  day  should  be  stated  on  the 
Journal  of  the  Senate,  since,  being  novel  in  its  charac- 
ter, the  proceeding  might  be  drawn  into  precedent  on 
occasions  of  more  importance  than  the  present.  It 
was  finally  resolved,'' that  the  Journal  should  be  made 
"  according  to  former  precedents."] — Editors  !^'ational 
InieUigencer, 


The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  hav- 
ing been  elected  in  Indiana  before  she  was  de- 
clared to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Congress, 
he  thought  the  votes  of  that  Stale  were  no  more 
entitled  to  be  counted  than  if  they  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Missouri,  or  any  other  Territory  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  T.  acknowledged  he  did 
not  know  what  would  be  the  most  proper  course 
of  proceeding  in  the  business,  but  believed  it 
would  be  best  to  adopt  a  joint  resolution,  that  the 
votes  of  Indiana,  having  been  given  previous  to 
her  admission  into  the  Union,  were  illegal,  and 
ought  not  to  be  received. 

Mr.  Cady,  of  New  York,  thought  the  question 
already  settled,  as  another  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture had  adrailted  the  Senators  from  the  new 
State  to  all  the  privileges  of  other  members  of 
that  body  ;  that,  after  admitting  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  to  act  in  Congress  on  all  the 
concerns  of  the  nation,  it  was  too  late  to  question 
her  right  to  participate  in  this;  and  that,  from 
the  moment  the  constitution  of  the  State  was  as- 
sented to,  she  was  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
an  independent  member  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  the  question,  offered  a  joint  resolution, 
•'That  the  votes  for  Electors  of  the  State  of  In- 
'  diana,  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
'  United  States,  were  properly  and  legally  given, 
'  and  ought  to  be  counted.'' 

Mr.  Bassett,  of  Virginia,  thought  the  resolu- 
tion ought  not  to  be  a  joint  one,  as  it  might  es- 
tablish a  precedent  which  might  in  lime,  in  the 
case  of  a  tie,  &c.,  deprive  this  House  of  one  of 
its  powers,  by  permitting  the  Senate  to  partici- 
pate in  this  question. 

Mr.  Calholn  suggested  to  Mr.  Sharp,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  better  to  offer  his  resolution 
in  the  negative  form.  He,  for  one,  did  not  believe 
the  voles  improper,  but  the  question  would  be  put 
to  rest  with  more  certainly,  he  thought,  by  re- 
jecting it  in  the  negative  shape,  ihan  it  would  by 
agreeing  to  it  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  substituting  therefor  a  motion 
declaring  the  votes  illegal,  dtc. 

Mr.  SuEFFEY  said  this  question  was  settled  al- 
ready ;  for,  if  they  had  no  right  to  give  votes  in 
the  organization  of  the  Executive,  they  had  none 
in  the  National  Legislature.  We  have  decided, 
said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  organization  of  their  Slate 
government  is  correct;  we  said  to  them  io  the 
aci,  if  they  performed  certain  duties,  they  were 
entitled  to  admission  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  other  States;  and  the  resolution 
to  admit  them  was  merely  a  declaration  that  they 
had  so  performed  that  duly.  The  proposition  be- 
fore the  House,  Mr.  S.  thought,  was  wrong,  and 
that  the  State  was  certainly  entitled  to  the  votes. 

Mr.  Sharp  defended  his  motion,  and  the  joint 
form  he  had  given  to  it,  as  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  joint  sense  of  the  two  Houses,  without  which 
they  could  not  know  whether  the  Senate  were 
willing  to  proceed.  The  argument  of  Mr.  Shep- 
FEY,  he  said,  was  a  clear  exposition  of  the  right 
of  the  vole.    Congress  was  bound  to  see  that  the 


r 

i 


r 
t 


Hi 


iUi 


:947 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


-r/r 


948 


949 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


950 


i    4 


■H 

« '< 

1    ' 

9  '^ 

1  ^ 

9 

9  ^ 

l! 

> 

il 


C^.orRi 


Electoral  Votes  for  President. 


Febhuary.  1817. 


.-^"^ew  Sute  adopted  a  Republican  form  of  govern- 
\  jtment,  btjt  that. said  he,  was  ail  we  had  to  do  with 
•  '|lhem  ;  Ljjt  the  recognition  of  that  could  not  affect 
^Itheir  rigjit  to  vote,  nor  any  other  right  or  privi- 


,  *  3ege  of  hn  independent  State,  endowed 
ijnhe  pow-irs  of  the  others,  as  the  votes  I 


- ,     o  .  ^  with  all 

ij^he  powers  of  the  others,  as  the  votes  had  been 
^.jfifen  after  they  had  performed  the  condition 
V  ■  fipquired  J  of  them  to  become  an  independent 
•  (dtate.     ''. 

'^\.    Mr.  GASTON  thought  the  only  difficulties  were 
^|is  to  the'form  the  House  ought  to  adopt.     With 
'  |p §^'■'1  '^-  '^^  question,  he  was  under  no  difficulty ; 
.iccordin^  to  the  act  of  last  session  the  votes  were 
legal,  an  j  rightfully  given.     Mr.  G.  read  the  pro- 
visions (4  the  act  of  last  session,  authorizing  In- 
^Jfiana  to  form  a  State  government,  which  left  it 
1,0  them  iio  choose  a  name,  prescribed  the  qualifi- 
^fations  rtj"  electors  of  delegates  to  the  convention, 
^hich  dij-legates  were   to  determine  whether  it 
fvas  eip«idient  at  that  time  to  form  a  constitution, 
&c.;  ani|  if  they  determined  that  it  was  eipedi- 
^ent,  then  they  were  authorized  to  form  a  consti- 
^ilution;  ind  that  determination  was  the  act  that 
iBiade  thv  Territory  a  State.     Had  they  adopted 
:**»  constitotion  not  Republican,  they  would  have 
.^(Jone  whjit  they  were  unauthorized  to  do,  and  all 
Jjieir  proceedings  would  have  been  illegal.     But 
l^hat,  Mr  G.  presumed,  would  remove  all  diffi- 
«  wlty,  w^re  propositions  in  the  act,  which,  if  ac- 
"  repted,  v«as  to  be  obligatory  on  the  parties ;  such 
'4s  that  \i\\  salt  springs  should  be  granted  to  said 
otate,  fo.-  the  use  of  the  people  thereof,  in  such 
manner  ^i   the    Legislature    should    direct,    dec. 
The  accrcptance  of  this   proposition   by  Indiana 
_'iras  obligatory  on  the  United  States;  then   was 
galled  in%o  existence  the  new  State;  and  it  had 
3frleen  recognised  by  both  branches  of  the  National 
*«LegislatiKe,  by  admitting    into   their    respective 
,^jodies  th#  Senators  and  Members  from  the  State. 
TNlr.  G.,  ttjougb  opposed  to  the  amendment  offered 
*^y  Mr.  IfAYLOR,  was  not  certain  that  the  other 
JT^oiion  wtiuld  be  proper,  but  was  inclined  to  think 
jfiial  the  ijeiter  course  would  be  merely  to  send  a 
^Uessage  ^  the  Senate,  that  the  House  was  ready 
*jip  proceejl  in  counting  the  votes, 
J'  ^^f-  Ti^YLOR  was  not  satisfied  by  the  arguments 
^Tc  had  h*ard.     Suppose  the  convention  of  Indi- 
^•fe^ia  had  tjirmed  a  constitution  manifestly  not  Re- 
■^;fublican,' would  they  then,  he  asked,  have  been 
.•s^ntitled    |3    vote   for   Electors?     He    would    put 
^^noiher  c|ise.     The  act  of  last  session  prescribed 
^tjie  nural<>.'r  of  delegates  which  should  be  elected 
*|^Ly  each   Jounty  to  the  convention;  suppose  the 
*-#(3onventn5n  to  have  formed  a  Republican  cousti- 
vtution,  b-it  that  the  counties  shou'd   have  sent 
^jiree  times  the  number  of  delegates  authorized 
•^-*^  the  aoi  of  Congress,  would  not  Congress  see 
at  the  \|hole  course  of  proceedings  was  proper; 
-,.jd  woulj  not  their  incipient  acts  be  ineffectual 
{.•until  Cot;^ress  had  decided  on  them?     The  ad- 
£ft^ission  oj  the  member  into  this  House,  no  other 
3'jppearin<>  to  claim  the  seat,   was  different  from 
ffipe  righi*of  voting  in   the  present  election  ;  and 
J.*'4ntil  ihe^State  was  declared  a  member  of  the 
I^Dion,  it;Was  not  to  be  so  considered  so  far  forth 
^-♦Jts  to  ea.Mle  it  to  vote  for  President  and  Vice 


■^•ii'iid  wou 


^1 
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President.  If  not  so,  it  was  an  idle  thing  for 
Congress,  in  December  last,  to  declare  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  regretted  the 
agitation  of  this  question,  as  he  could  not  recog- 
nise the  right  of  this  House  or  the  Senate  to  de- 
cide on  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  to  question 
the  sovereignty  of  an  independent  State  after  its 
admission  into  the  Union,  was  a  matter  of  dan- 
gerous tendency.  The  State  of  Indiana,  profes- 
sing to  be  such,  had  sent  members  to  this  House 
and  to  the  Senate,  who  had  been  admitted  to  all 
the  privileges  of  legislation.  Was  it  said  Con- 
gress had  not  used  due  deliberation  in  admittin<' 
those  members  ;  and  had  the  State  done  any  more 
in  electing  Electors,  than  in  sending  her  members 
to  represent  her  in  Congress?  You  cannot  now, 
said  Mr.  R.,  raise  a  question  of  State  or  no  State. 
The  condition  requiring  the  State  to  adopt  a  Re- 
publican constitution  was  a  matter  of  course,  be- 
cause the  United  States  were  bound  to  guaranty 
such  a  constitution  to  each  State ;  and  the  joint 
resolution  of  December  last  was  a  mere  declara- 
tion that  the  State  had  complied  with  the  obli- 
gation. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Cfonnecticut.  was  of  opinion 
that  the  State  was  eninled  to  all  State  rights,  as 
soon  as  they  had  complied  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  act  authorizing  the  people  of  the  Territory 
to  form  a  State  government.  The  case  of  Lou- 
isiana was  different,  because  the  act  authorizing 
that  Territory  to  adopt  a  Stale  government,  re- 
quired that  their  constitution  should  be  submitted 
to  Congress  before  their  admission  into  the  Union. 
With  Indiana  the  case  was  different,  as  with  her 
no  such  condition  was  made.  The  question  before 
the  House,  Mr.  P.  said,  was  a  novel  one;  resolu- 
tionshad  been  passed  by  the  two  Houses  toas&emble 
for  a  certain  purpose  therein  stated,  and  the  most 
proper  way  would  be  to  send  a  message  to  the 
Senate,  that  the  House  was  ready  to  proceed  in 
the  business  of  counting  the  votes. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  regretted  the  ne- 
cessity which  called  him   up.     Indiana,  he  said, 
was,  or  was  not  a  State,  and  the  decision  of  that 
question  would  settle  the  one  before  the  House. 
The  case  of  Louisiana  was  not  analogous  ;  as  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  concerning  the   Territories 
and   under   which   they  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  did  not  apply  to  any  Territory    west  of 
the  Mississippi.     The  only  question  for  Congress 
to  decide  was.  whether  the  Slate  had  complied 
with  the  requisition  of  the  act  of  last  session — 
whether  the  constitution  adopted  was  Republican 
or  not — nothing  more.    Suppose,  indeed,  that  the 
Slate  bad  adopted   no  constitution   at  all;  bad 
chosen  to  live  under  their  laws  alone,  and  had 
not  thrown  their  Slate  government  into  the  form 
of  a  constitution,  would  the  State  have  been  there- 
by deprived  of  her  rank  in  the  Union?     The  or- 
dinance of  'S7  had  guarantied  a  Slate  govern- 
ment when  they  reached  a  certain  extent  of  pop- 
ulation, and  Congress  could  require  of  them  no 
more  than  had  been  done.     Mr.  H.  argued,  that 
the  same  authority  which  gave   him  a  right  to 
vote  ID  this  House,  gave  them  also  a  right  to  vote 
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for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  that  the 
resolution  and  amendment  be  both  indefinitely 
postponed  ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to  almost 
unanimously  ;  and  then, 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Jackson,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  Senate,  informing  them  of  the  readiness 
of  this  House  to  proceed  in  counting  the  votes. 

The  Senate  soon  after  again  entered  the  Rep- 
resentatives Hall;  when 

The  Speakkir  informed  them,  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  not  seen  it  necessary  to 
come  to  any  resolution,  or  to  take  any  order  on 
the  subject  which  bad  produced  the  separation  of 
the  two  Houses. 

The  reading  of  the  votes  was  then  concluded; 
and  the  Tellers  handed  a  statement  thereof  to  the 
President  of  ihe  Senate,  who  announced  to  the 
joint  meeting  the  following  as  the  slate  of  the 
votes : 
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New  Jersey 
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Maryland 
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Virginia 
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North  Carolina 
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South  Carolina 
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James  Ross,  of  Pennsylvania  -  -  -  5 
John  Marshall,  of  Virginia  ...  4 
Robert  G.  Harper,  of  .Maryland        -        -      3 

The  Presioent  of  the  Senate  declared  that 
James  Monroe,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  was 
duly  elected  President  of  the  United  States  for 
four  years,  to  commence  on  the  4th  day  of  March 
next;  and  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  was  duly  elected  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  like  term  of  four  years, 
10  commence  on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March 
next. 

The  two  Houses  then  separated,  the  Senate 
returned  to  their  Chamber,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


recapitulation  or  the  votes  ofthe  electors. 

For  President  of  the  United  States. 

James  Monroe,  of  Virginia          ...  183 

Rdfcs  Kino,  of  New  York          -        -        -  34 

For  Vice  Pretident  of  the  United  States. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  New  York    -        -  183 

John  E.  Howard,  of  Maryland    -        -        -  22 


Thdrsday,  February  13. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  who  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  authorizing  im- 
porters of  goods  into  New  Orleans,  and  destined 
for  Cincinnati,  to  give  bond  for  the  payment  of 
the  duties,  to  a  collector  to  be  appointed  to  reside 
at  Cincinnati,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  City  of  Washington."  reported  the  same 
with  amendments,  which  were  read,  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wilde,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  to  the  judge  of  the  sixth 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  an  additional 
compensation,  made  a  favorable  report;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whol^  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  during  the  year  1817. 
Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  fur  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  deceased,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Landon  Carter,  deceased." 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  same  committee  to 
which  was  also  committed  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  to  appoint  additional  pension 
agents,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  commuted  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  pro- 
vide for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  ac- 
counts." 

Mr.  Ingha.m,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  extend 
the  privilege  of  franking  to  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment and  Patent  Office  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  ofthe  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  against  the  petitions  of 
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sundry|inhabitaDts  of  Lower  Sandusky,  in  the 
State  (4'  Ohio,  and  the  resol\mop  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  ihat  State  inNIHr  Lehalf,  and 
against;  the  ptftilions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Montgomery  county,  in  the  said  State  of  Ohio  ; 
which  Reports  were  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  I'leasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairsllo  which  wascommitted  the  bill  from  the 
Senale^entitled  "'An  act  in  addition  loan  act  for 
the  rcli^'f  of  Daniel  T.  Patterson  and  George  T. 
Ross,  a^d  the  officers  and  men  lately  under  their 
commajid,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; '3nd  the  bill  was  read  (he  third  time,  and 
passed. « 

An  eiigrossed  hill  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
the  ranjom  of  American  captivesof  the  late  war," 
was  re.id  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SUNDRY  REPORTS  AND  BILLS. 

Mr.  Yancev,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  rx  report  on  the  petition  of  Peyton  Short ; 
on  the -petition  of  Asa  Wells;  and  on  the  peti- 
tion of'Charles  Williams; — which  reports  were 
severally  read.  When  Mr.  Y.  reported  bills  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit:  A  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Peyji)n  Short ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  W^lls  ; 
and  a  l,',ll  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Williams; — 
which  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
commi:ted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  for  uhe  relief  of  Caze  and  Richaud. 

The  ieport  on  the  petition  of  Peyton  Short  is 
as  foUciws: 

Thatihe  petitioner  entered  into  a  contract  with  one 
Thoma.\«  Marshall,  an  agent  of  the  United  States,  to 
furnish  ithe  Government  with  a  large  quantity  of 
whiskey,  at  3j.  6</.  per  gallon.  A  controversy  arising 
out  of  tfee  contract,  the  petitioner  was  sued  by  the  Uni- 
ted Stages,  in  the  federal  court  of  Kentucky  ;  and,  at 
the  Uni«(  of  trial,  being  absent  from  the  court,  his  coun« 
set  cona*nt«d  that  judgment  should  be  entered  against 
him  for/ive  hundred  dollars,  subject  to  the  equity  of 
hu  ca^e.  The  petitioner  afterwards,  being  dissatistled 
with  th(«  judgment  of  the  court,  filed  a  bill  of  injunc- 
tton ;  and,  upon  a  full  and  equitable  bearing  of  the 
cause,  the  court  decreed  that  there  was  a  balance 
against  ihe  petitioner  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
seventei|n  cents  and  nine  mills,  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  ;]and  that  the  balance  of  the  judgment  at  law, 
which  ii  stated  at  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars 
two  cerits  and  nine  mills,  should  be  perpetually  en- 
joined. The  petitioner  discharged  that  part  of  the  debt 
which  ^as  decreed  against  him  ;  but,  subsequent  to 
the  decr'de,  (to  wit,  in  November,  1814,)  the  court  de- 
cided ttjat  it  had  no  juriadiction  of  the  cause,  and  or- 
dered li  to  be  dismissed  ;  upon  which,  an  execution 
issued  ^gainst  the  property  of  the  petitioner  for  the 
balance^of  the  judgment. 

It  ap{>ears,  from  a  copy  of  an  execution  from  the  dis- 
trict coi/rt  of  Kentucky,  that  the  petitioner  has  paid,  or 
ia  ready^  to  pay,  the  balance  which  the  court  decreed 
against  .-him  when  his  cause  was  considered  as  in  a 
court  01. equity. 

The  (jommittee,  assuming  as  a  fact  that  the  cause, 
when  i'.  was  heard  by  the  federal  court  as  a  court  of 
equity,  was  equitably  and  justly  decided  between  the 
pubUc  ujd  a  citizen,  have  not  considered  it  necessary 
to  inve!<^igate  the  original  merits  of  the  case.  They 
are   of  jpmion  that    the  petitioner,  having  paid  the 


amount  decreed   against  him,  is  entitled  to  relief,  as 

regards  the  balance  of  the  judgment  at  law,  and  report 
a  bill  to  that  effect. 

The  report  on  the  petition  of  Asa  Wells  is  as 
follows  : 

That,  in  the  year  1808,  the  petitioner,  as  lieutenant, 
with  a  detachment  of  men  under  his  command,  was 
ordered  by  the  Governor  of  New  York  to  march  to 
Oswego,  in  that  State,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
collector  of  the  district  and  port  of  Ouwego,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  duties  and  powers  of  his  office  in  exe- 
cuting the  laws  of  the  United  States.  While  the  pe- 
titioner was  stationed  at  Oswego,  be  received  orders 
from  the  collector  of  the  port  to  proceed,  with  thirty- 
five  men,  to  Salmon  river  and  I3ig  Sandy  creek,  to 
search  for  potash,  or  any  other  articles  which  might 
be  there  deposited,  indicating  a  belief  that  they  were 
about  to  be  smuggled  into  Canada,  and  to  seize  boats 
which  might  be  found  there  without  regular  papers. 
Some  boats  were  found  at  Sandy  creek,  and  seized  by 
the  petitioner  and  his  party.  Those  who  had  them  in 
possession,  no  doubt,  from  circumstances,  intended 
running  them  off  as  soon  as  they  found  it  convenient. 
The  masts,  sails,  and  oars  of  the  boat  were  secreted  in 
the  adjacent  woods  ;  but  they  were  discovered,  and 
also  seized.  A  number  of  persons,  supposed  to  be 
about  eighty,  assembled  and  demanded  of  the  petition- 
er and  his  men  that  the  property  which  bad  been  seized 
should  be  restored,  and  stating  their  determination,  if 
it  were  not  restored,  to  take  it  by  force.  They  were 
ordered  to  disperse  and  retire;  and,  having  refused  to 
do  so,  ten  of  them  were  taken  by  the  petitioner,  and 
sent  to  the  garrison  at  Oswego,  and,  by  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  garrison,  they  were  sent  to  the  jail 
in  Onondaga.  For  this  proceeding  the  petitioner  was 
sued,  in  ten  several  suits,  by  the  party  he  had  arrested  ; 
and,  after  the  return  of  the  writs  in  each  case,  and 
before  the  trial  of  the  causes,  the  plaintifis  left  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  the  suits  have  all  been  dis- 
missed for  the  want  of  prosecution  by  those  who  com- 
menced them  ;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  the 
defendant,  in  each  case,  has  been  compelled  to  pay 
cosU  to  the  amount  of  $488  9.*). 

The  law  of  the  State  of  New  York  aulhorizas  a 
resident  citizen  of  the  State  to  commence  a  suit  with- 
out giving  security  for  the  payment  of  the  costs  if 
the  plaintiff  should  fail  in  the  suit.  But  if  one  who 
was  a  citizen  at  the  commencement  of  the  suit  re- 
moves from  the  State,  he  may  be  compelled  to  give 
security  for  the  prosecution  of  the  suit,  or  have  it 
dismissed;  and  if  the  counsel  of  the  plain  tif!  should 
continue  to  prosecute  the  suit  after  the  plaintiff  has  re- 
moved, he  may  be  made  answerable  for  the  costs  which 
may  have  accred  after  removal.  The  counsel  in  those 
cases  against  the  petitioner,  upon  this  principle,  was 
compelled,  by  order  of  the  court,  to  pay  of  the  costs  in 
the  suiu  $1-^2  40. 

The  petitioner  prays  that  Congress  would  pay  him 
the  sum  which  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay  under 
these  circumstances. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  he  is  entitled  to  relief, 
and  therefore  report  a  bill  to  that  effect. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  WAR  LOSSES.     . 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  (on 
the  Niagara  frontier)  by  the  late  war.  was  taken 
up  and  further  amended.  On  the  question  to 
order  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Ingham  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
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principally  on  the  groand  that  (here  was  a  bill 
on  the  same  subject  before  the  Senate,  the  de- 
cision on  which  was  materially  connected  with 
that  now  before  the  House.  The  motion  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Gold,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Ingha.m  and  Mr. 
Pickering.  The  question  for  laying  the  bill  on 
the  table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
100,  nays  53.  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Atherton,  Bacr,  Bar- 
bour, Bassett,  Bateraan,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdseye, 
Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Caro- 
ina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Condict,  Cook,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Dickens, 
Edwards,  Findiey,  Forney,  Gaston,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Gnffin,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hawes,  Heister,  Hen- 
derson, Herbert,  Hooks,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hun- 
gerford,  Ingham,  Jewett,  King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis, 
Little,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  William  P.  Maclay, 
Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee,  Miller,  MIHm,  Milnor, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nelson, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  Powell,  Reed,  Rice,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Sharpe, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Tate,  Telfair,  Thomas,  V^ose,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
Wheau>n,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Thos.  Wil- 
son, Wright,  Wm.  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Betts,  Birdsall, 
Brooks,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Clark 
of  New  York,  Comstock,  Conner,  Creighton,  Cro- 
cheron,  Desha,  Gold,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Harrison, 
Hendncks,  Hulbert,  Irving  of  New  York.  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  Lovelt,  Lyon,  McLean,  Middleton,  Moffitt, 
Moore.  Ormsby,  Peter,  Reynolds,  RoberUon,  Root, 
Savage,  SchencJi,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  South- 
ard, iSturges,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Townsend, 
Tyler,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wilkin,  Wil- 
loughby,  and  Yates. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  the 
civil  expenses  of  the  United  States.  This  bill  is 
generally  a  matter  of  form  and  detail  merely,  set- 
ting apart  from  the  Treasury,  for  disbursements, 
sums  of  money  already  authorized  by  law  to  be 
paid.  There  was  considerable  discu>sion  on  some 
minor  questions  arising  in  the  bill,  particularly 
in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  an 
additional  clerk,  fotind  necessary  to  have  been 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Claims;  which  allowance  was  finally  agreed  to. 
The  Committee  rose,  reported  the  bill,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  14. 

Mr.  Tyleb  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  the  district  of  Richmond,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  and  of  owners  and  masters  of  vessels 
trading  to  and  from  the  said  district,  praying 
that  the  moneys  collected  in  said  district,  under 
the  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  may  be  expended  therein. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  a  society 
of  cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
called  the  '•  Amosophic  Society,''''  praying  for  an 
act  of  incorporation;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  State  uf  Maryland,  stating 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  run  a  line  of  stages 
from  Baltimore,  by  Fredericktown,  and  over  the 
Cumberland  road  to  the  Ohio  river,  praying  that 
the  Postmaster  Greneral  may  be  directed  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  them  for  transporting  the 
mail  on  the  route  aforesaid. —  Referred  to  the 
Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal 
so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  April 
27,  1816,  as  limits  the  laying  and  collecliog  a 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
certain  goods,  to  the  30th  June,  1819  ;  wiiich  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  duty  on 
iron  10  bars  and  bolts. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  in  reply  to 
the  resolution  requesting  him  to  report  the  reasons 
why  the  militia  fines  incurred  under  the  late  call 
ot  the  militia  into  the  service  ol  the  United 
States  are  not  fioally  collected.  [Stating  that  by 
reference  to  the  acts  of  Congress  of  February  28, 
1795.  and  the  2d  of  February.  1813.  the  War  De- 
partment has  no  control  in  relation  to  the  collec- 
tion of  fines  assessed  by  courts  martial,  appointed 
for  the  trial  of  delinquent  militi:\men,  and  there- 
fore the  depdriment  cannot  furnish  the  informa- 
tion required  by  the  resolution.] 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  showing  the  quantity  of 
public  lands  sold,  and  the  receipts  therefor,  in  the 
States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  the  Illinois  and 
Mississippi  Territories,  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  30ih  of  September,  1816;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  un  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  any 
information  in  the  possession  of  that  department 
relative  to  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, for  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  militia 
ordered  out  by  the  Executive  authority  of  that 
State  during  the  late  war. 

INTERNAL  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Norih  Carolina,  offered  the 
following  resolution  : 

Raolved,  That  the  internal  duties  be  repealed,  and 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  be  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  of  considering  the  resolution, 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  84.  nays  34, 
as  follows : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baylies,  Ben- 
nett, Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Cady, 
Cannon,  Carr  of  Mass.,  Cilley,  Clark  of  New  York, 
Clendennin,    Cooper,    Culpeper,    Detha,    Edwards, 
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FletcS/,  Goldfl(><irough,  Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Har- 
naon^^eister,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Hooka,  Hun- 
gerfo^,:  Irwm  of  Pennsylvania,  Jewett,  Johnson  of 
Keni'^'iy,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King,  Langdon, 
Law  jjUittle,  Loiett,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Marsh, 
Masi.^  .McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Mills,  Milnor,  Mof- 
filt,  ."K'<>re,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Newton,  Noyes,  Parris, 
PetetJJfickens,  PleasanU,  Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Rice.|f?5oane,  Ruggles,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Sout|«r:l,  Steams,  Strong.  Taggart,  Taul.  Telfair, 
ThoiZi  Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Whrf^i.  Whitwide,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Willoughby, 
and  \:i'..  Wilsoi>. 

N  *S  4— Messrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Baer,  Barbour, 
Bas«><?4  Batemaji.  Breckenridge,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Com-St^k,  Condlct,  Davenport,  Findley,  Forney,  Good- 
wyn^liffin,  H«^n,  Ingham,  Lowndes,  William  P. 
McL^^r^.  Middle, on.  Miller,  I'homas  M.  Nelson,  Orms- 
by.  ij'iruon,  iioot.  Savage,  Schenck,  Tallmadge, 
Tayl|j*#f  New  fork,  WUde,  Wilkin,  Woodward,  and 

A  ycf&nte  of  ^ome  length  ensued  on  the  adop 
lion  J5Bilhe  resolution. 

M^jpMiTH.  nf  Maryland,  moved  lo  lay  the  res- 
olutt^on  the-itable;  but  the  debate  continuing, 
befo^y  the  quej^ion  was  taken  thereon, 

M*.f.owNDt:9  moved  to  proceed  to  the  orders 
of  tlfc^ay  ;  w;iich  motion  was  decided  in  the 
affirifc^iv^||»-ye.i.s  73,  nay>  72.  as  follows: 

Y»Zv^— Messr^  Adgate,  Archer,  Barbour,  Bassett, 
Balei^iti,  Bennett.  Belts,  Birdseye,  Breckenridge, 
Browf,  Caldwell.  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark  of  New 
Vork  lilayton,  Comsiock,  Condicl,  Cooper,  Creigh- 
lon.  «^|t#enport,  i'lndley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Cold,  (iood- 
wyn.i^^iriin,  Hann,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Huger.  Ing- 
ham jfir  ft  ng  ot  \rw  Vork,  Johnson  of  Kentucky.  Kerr 
of  \  Stj|fiia,  Law,  LittJe,  Lowndei«,  William  P.  Ma- 
cUy.jfftLean,  .y»JJ'eion,  Miller,  Mills,  Moseley,  J. 
NelH^4  t  ^'  •^'-  i>^«'=*"'i.  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
PickC,ij(,  Pleasjints,  Reynolds,  Robertson,  Ruggles, 
Sava»>^,;Schenckj,  Shelfey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  South- 
ard, J^ims,  Ta^madge,  Taylor  of  New  Vork,  Taylor 
of  S>o.rfll  Carohn^,  Telfair,  Townscnd.  Tvler,  Ward  of 
Ma^swB'  "'^l^'  Wendover.  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Willough- 
by. '1  yinas  Wilson,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

No|-^Mes«rs;.  Adams,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Bay- 
lies, J^tlsall,  Bluunt,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Bryan, 
Burniitfi  <-'ady,  L'*nnon,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Cham- 
pion.^i^^arke  of  North  Carolina,  Clendennin,  Cook, 
Cul|»f%^r,  DeshaJ  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Golds- 
boroi^'a.  Hale,  fhill.  Hammond.  Hardin,  Heister,  Hen- 
derao;.,  Herbert,  Hooks.  Hungerford,  Jewett,  Johnson 
of  Vi^ihia,  Kenr,  King.  Langdon,  Lovetl,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle^4;on,  .Mafih,  .Mason,  McCoy,  McKee,  Milnor, 
Motfijjj  i,Moore,  tiugh  Nelson,  Noyes,  Parris,  Peter, 
Powi^,  Reed,  R^^e,  Roaue,  Root,' Sharpe,  Smith  of 
Peniijgtvania,  ^.nith  of  Virginia.  Strong,  Taggart, 
Thoi^!^  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Vork,  Whea- 
tOB,  \  ^teside,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and  Wm.  Wilson. 

[\'      APPJiOPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mi»*n.*AN.NON  ihen  moved  that  the  order  of  the 
day.^ftsog  iheneport  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Wh(4>uM  the  general  appropriation  bill,  be  laid 
OQ  tlJF;  table  lor.'the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  re- 
solutrjn,  submitted  some  weeks  since,  declaring 
»i  exM^Jient  to  «educe  the  Army. 

Aif^ij  some  dticussiou  on  the  propriety  of  post- 


i;' 


poning  the  appropriation  bill,  for  the  object 
avowed  by  the  mover,  the  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  decided  id  the  negatire — ayes  56, 
nays  73;  and  the  House  then  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  appropriation  bill  and  the 
atnendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  thereon. 

The  amendments  were  Tariously  disposed  of, 
and  the  only  considerable  departure  from  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  the 
reduction  of  the  appropriation  of  $72,000  for  in- 
tercourse with  the  Barbary  Powers.  This  sum 
was  stricken  out,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  who 
then  moved  to  fill  the  bill  with  $20,000;  it  was, 
however,  filled,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingha.m.  with 
$47,000,  (ihe  sum  appropriated  last  year.)  and 
then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  Stales 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  pa-sed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service. 

This  bill  is  usually  considered  as  a  matter  of 
form,  and  the  blanks  in  it  filled  of  course  with 
the  estimates  from  the  proper  Departments. 

Some  debate  took  place,  incidentally,  on  the 
practice,  authorized  by  law,  and  heretofore  pre- 
vailing, to  a  great  extent,  of  transferring  appro- 
priations from  one  branch  of  service  to  another, 
a  practice  which  was  much  disapproved.  Some 
aoiraadversions  were  also  made  on  the  expenses 
of  the  Government,  pronounced  to  be  of  over- 
grown amount,  and  requiring  curtailment.  This 
debate  was  abstract  in  its  nature,  applied  partic- 
ularly to  no  proposition  before  the  House,  but  to 
others  which  had  been  suggested  for  securing  ac- 
countability for  the  public  money,  and  the  rigid 
application  of  appropriations  to  .specific  objects. 
Particular  objection  was  also  made  to  the  amount 
of  api)ropriauon  for  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment for  the  Northern  and  Southern  divisions, 
which  was  pronounced  enormous,  and  under 
which,  it  is  said,  without  further  appropriation 
by  law,  extensive  barracks  have  been  built,  under 
the  authority  of  the  War  Department.  The  ap- 
propriation for  the  Quartermaster's  department 
of  the  Southern  division,  (§450,000,)  recommen- 
ded in  the  estimate  of  the  War  Department,  was 
rejected  by  a  few  votes,  on  the  ground  of  its 
large  amount,  and  the  waul  of  regulation  in  that 
department ;  but  was  soon  afterwards  reconsid- 
ered, and,  after  further  debate,  agreed  to  by  a 
large  majority. 

[The  gentlemen  who  took  part  in  the  debate, 
were  Messrs.  Low.mdes,  Calhou.n,  Smith,  of 
.Maryland.  McKee,  Habhison,  and  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky.] 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's observations: 

Mr.  Caluocn  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  correspondence  between  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  War.    It  seemed  by  that  correspondence 
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that,  besides  other  iistances  of  transfers  of  the 
money  appropriated  by  Congress,  from  the  ob- 
jects to  which  it  was  intended,  to  some  other  not 
contemplated,  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
construction  of  arsenals  had  in  part  been  applied 
to  the  repairing  of  arms  and  erecting  accommo- 
dations for  the  Quartermasters.  These  might  be 
proper  objects  of  expenditure.  This  was  not  the 
point  of  his  censure.  He  objected  that  the  money 
had  not  been  applied  to  the  objects  for  which  it 
was  appropriated.  It  was  a  sheer  abuse  of  power, 
not  justified  by  the  existing  laws,  as  lax  as  they  \ 
unfortunately  are  on  this  point.  The  law  au-  { 
ihorizes  a  transfer  (under  the  immediate  direc-  j 
lion  of  the  President)  of  the  money  appropriated, 
from  one  object  to  another  object  also  authorized; 
and  in  every  instance,  in  which  it  is  not  done  by 
his  authority,  or  in  which  it  is  applied  to  an  ob- 
ject not  authorized,  or  where  there  has  been  a 
transfer  of  appropriation  from  an  object,  without 
there  being  a  surplus  of  the  sum  appropriated  to 
that  object,  he  conceived  it  to  be  an  abuse.  The 
further  we  progress  in  this  business,  the  more  ap- 
parent is  the  necessity  of  abolishing  the  whole 
power  of  transfers.  It  has  and  will  continue  to 
introduce  confusion  and  abuses  in  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  public  money.  He  regretted  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  not  acted 
on  the  resolution  which  he  introduced  on  this 
subject  at  an  early  period  of  the  session  ;  and,  as 
late  as  it  was,  he  hoped  that  they  would  report 
before  its  termination. 

Every  one,  .said  he,  who  has  been  a  member  of 
this  House  long  enough  lo  make  the  observation, 
must  be  struck  with  the  different  degrees  of  at- 
tention which  an  appropriation  and  a  tax  bill  ex- 
cites. To  the  latter  iliere  is  all  attention,  while 
the  former  excites  less  than  most  others;  in  fact 
there  are  few  bills  that  excite  less.  What  pro- 
duces this  difference?  It  is  not  because  one  is 
less  important  than  the  other.  If  in  this  respect 
there  is  any  difference,  he  conceived  that  the 
former  was  most  important.  In  laying  a  tax, 
there  might  indeed  be  danger  of  oppression,  but 
if  the  appropriation  is  made  to  useless  objects,  or, 
what  IS  worse,  if  the  public  officers  are  permitted 
to  abuse  their  trust  and  squander  the  public  mo- 
ney, it  is  lost  to  the  community.  Why.  them 
the  difference  of  interest  which  they  excite  ?  It 
is  to  be  found  in  a  difference  of  their  nature. 
The  people  know  and  feel  the  amount  of  taxes. 
It  is  generally  unpopular  to  lay  them,  and  popu- 
lar to  repeal.  Stimulated  *jy  these  motives,  there 
are  many  who  are  ready  to  prove  their  zeal  in 
this  particular  service;  and  to  move  their  repeal 
whenever  they  can  be  spared,  and  even  when 
they  cannot  without  manifest  detriment  lo  the 
public.  Wry  different  is  the  case  of  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  public  money.  Whether  ihai 
is  dune  with  a  due  regard  lo  the  public  interest, 
or  whether  it  is  fairly  and  honestly  applied,  are 
facts  that  excite  in  the  people  far  less  interest, 
because  they  are  not  so  open  to  public  observa- 
tion. If  the  member  who  devoted  his  labor  to 
the  examination  of  the  public  accounts  and  the 
correcting  of  abuses  was  as  certain  to  reap  the 
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reward  of  popular  favor  as  he  who  moved  the 
repeal  of  taxes,  there  would  not  exist  so  many 
abuses  as  there  now  are. 

If  the  member  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams) really  wishes  to  render  the  public  essen- 
tial service,  let  him  turn  his  attention  to  the  bill 
now  before  the  House,  and  not  to  the  repealing 
of  the  taxes,  before  he  knows  whether  they  can 
be  spared  or  not.     This  is  the  real  path  of  patri- 
otism, and,  as  the  path  of  duty  usually  is,  rugged 
and  steep.     It  is  in  the  disbursements  of  the  pub- 
lic   money   that   those  dangerous  disorders  first 
strike,  which   finally  end   in  the  destruction  of 
liberty.     Abuses  of  this  kind  cannot  be  permit- 
ted  without   endangering   the   principles  of  our 
Constitution.     It  is  in  their  nature  to  grow;  and 
what  was  embezzlement  at  first  becomes  right  ia 
a  few  years. ^   It  is  thus,  if  tolerated,  an  interest 
will  grow   in   favor  of  abuses,  which,  from  its 
nature,  must  ever   be  opposed   to  the  power  and 
reputation  of  this  House.     They  who  fatten  oa 
the  public  will  be  persuaded  that,  by  destroying 
your  political  weight,  they  not  only  render  them- 
selves secure  in  their  lawless  gain,  but  that  they 
may   be  greatly  enlarged.     Such  an   interest  is 
ever  in  favor  of  the    power  of  a  single    ruler. 
Hence  is  the  necessity  on  our  part,  as  the  guar- 
dians of  the  community,  to  be  vigilant,  lo  sup- 
press the  first  symptoms  of  abuse.     We  have  the 
sole  power  lo  raise  and  apply  money.     It  is  the 
sinew  of  our  strength.     Not  a   cent  of  money 
ought  to    be  applied,  but   by  our  direction,  and 
under  our  control.     How  stands   the  fact?     We 
are  told  that  most  extensive  and  superb  stone  bar- 
racks, .sufficient  to  receive  two  thousand  troops, 
have,  the  last  year,  been  erected  near  Sacketl's 
Harbor,  though  not  a  cent  was  appropriated  to 
this  object.     It  is  even   reported   to    have    been 
done  without  the  consent   of  the   War  Depart- 
ment.    It  is  further  stated  that  a  military  road  is 
constructing   from   Detroit   to  Ohio.     The    bar- 
racks and  road  may  be  proper ;  if  the  soldiers  are 
to  be  employed  on  ihem,  it  is  much  better  than 
an  idle  garrison  life.     In  fact,  he  knew  not  how 
the  military  can,   in  peace,   be   better  employed 
than   in  constructing  of  such  roads  as  may  be 
useful  in  war.     It  was  not  lo  the  thing  itself  that 
he  objected.     He  censured  the  application  of  the 
public  money  to  such  objects,  without  ever  sub- 
mitting the  question   to  Congress.     It  is  an  evil 
that  cannot  be  tolerated,  unless  we  are  ready  lo 
become  mere  cyphers.     These  were  not  the  only 
abuses.     There  were   many,  he  feared,  particu- 
j  larly  m  the  Army. 

In  making  these  statements,  Mr.  C.  was  actu- 
ated by  no  ill  will  to  any  one.  If  it  bad  been 
bis  misfortune  to  feel  such,  he  could  not  be  actu- 
ated by  il  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties, 
without  forgetting  all  his  principles.  He  stated 
them  simply  because  he  thought  the  best  interest 
of  the  country  required  that  they  should  be 
known  and  corrected.  He  could  not  agree  with 
his  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  McKee)  that  all 
efforts  at  correcting  such  abuses  are  hopeless. 
He  says  it  has  not  been  done;  and  concludes 
therefore  that  il  cannot.    Mr.  C.  thought  differ- 
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entlYi'  Theresas  been  nothing  like  a  concen- 
tiaie'l  and  steidy  effort  to  effect  the  cure;  nor 


haci  (kje  times'ever  been  so  propuiou5.  When 
par'.vjipirit  is  ■'high,  it  is  very  difficult  to  under- 
takFyrforraati<)ns  of  this  kind.  Factious  views 
are-f^i^  '^  ^^  i^ttributed.  and  attributed  with  suc- 
^  the  member  who  attempts  it.  Happily 
Jparty  Sjjint  has.  in  a  great  measure,  dis- 
J?d.  W.<  have  peace  not  only  abroad,  but 
ine.  No;r,  then,  is  the  moment  for  this 
|ilutary  \kork.     A  proper  degree  of  labor 


tioa  to  the  rest  of  the  world  did  not  admit  of 
that  system.  We  stand  alone;  all  other  estab- 
lished Grovernments  were  entirely  dissimilar  from 
ours.  We  ought  to  be  the  strong  man  armed. 
We  knew  not  when  the  whole  of  our  strength 
might  be  needed.  He  was  not  an  alarmist;  but 
in  his  opinion  self-defence  is  the  first  of  political 
duties.  He  hoped  that  peace,  moderation,  and 
justice,  would  ever  be  pursued  by  our  councils; 
and  that  the  fruit  would  be  exemption  from  war. 
But  we  ought  to  be  prepared  for  ihe  worst.  His 
'mness  cannot  fail  of  success.  Very  mel-  ;  policy  was  to  draw  freely  from  the  people  when 
indeeJ^  would  be  our  situation,  if  the  |  the  public  interest  requires  it ;  but  to  see  that  the 
eviljg  -re  loo  uavelerate  to  be  cured  but  by  lop-  '  public  money  be  truly,  wisely,  and  economically 
piD^^ff  the  wjole  strength  of  the  Government,  \  applied.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  member 
as  f*ji»osed  by  some.  What,  then,  are  the  means  j  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Williams,)  in  dis- 
whi^  he  pro(,,osed  ?  In  ;he  first  place,  Mr.  C.  I  pensing  with  the  internal  taxes.  Instead  of  that 
cornered  it  i(.  be  indispensable  that  our  appro-  !  system,  let  us  maintain  them,  and  apply  as  much 
priafiins  shoui^i  be  made  in  many  respects  more  |  of  our  revenue  as  possible  to  the  discharge  of  the 
*P**'j*«^-     ^'^  rejoiced  to  see  the  Committee  of  I  public  debts.     He  was  no  friend  to  a  debt,  large 


anc^i^y 


WaW;and  M(mqs  commence  this  system  in  the 
Ordjiiipce  department,  and  hoped  they  would  ex- 
teD«v'i#  to  th*  Q,uartermaster's,  and  to  other 
hea-jl^wjiere  ,;  general  appropriation  was  now 


or  small.  He  wished  it  to  be  paid  off  to  ibe  last 
cent  immediately.  Behold  in  England  the  ulti- 
mate effects  of  a  debt  accumulating  from  age  to 
age!     A  population  of  the  most  unparalleled  in- 


,  .  ,  .       .        V  public  burden, 

rerse  to  any  estimates,  but  would     Having  performed  this  act  of  justice  to  posterity, 
lount  of  revenue  under  the  direc-  '  we  then  may  make  reductions  in  the  amount  of 


ma.";/;   But   s^iecific   appropriations  were  of  no  I  dusiry  bowed  to  the  dust  by  the   pressure.     Let 
a'^a-li^nd^''  our  present  system  of  transfers.     If  j  us  profit  by  the  example,  and,  in  this  moment  of 
lhaij|'{)wer  of  j^ispensiog  witli  law  is  to  continue,  '  peace  and  prDsperiiv,  remove  the 
he  W(^ld  be  a^rver 

put  tpl#  grUS5  311( 

tiOL^ip  the  President,  to  be  used  as  he  thought  I  taxes,  both  external  and  internal;  and,  should  it 
prorw;  It  is  ij^en  indispensable,  that  the  right  of  |  be  our  misfortune  to  be  involved  in  hostility,  we 
irang'rring.  or  rather  dispensing  with  aporopria-  would  find  ourselves  freed  Irom  debt,  and  with 
tionSije  repealed  and  prohibited.  In  the  next  perfect  method  and  economy  introduced  into  our 
platT  )he  year  for  the  appropriation  and  for  ex-  money  transactions.  Thus  happily  situated,  the 
pen^:iire  should  coincide.  As  it  now  stands,  |  full  energy  of  the  public  power  might  be  eie- 
''^^  I^P'op'^'at'on  's  ni«de  for  the  year  com-  cuied,  and  danger  be  met  with  a  greater  prospect 
mP"jj'fg   ihe  /)rst  of  January,  and   the  expendi-    of  success. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fur  a  third  reading. 


c#t»r 


ture'yttr  what.js  called  the  fiscal,  commencing 
the  i»of  Ocinber.  The  effect  is,  that  we  can 
nev^-f,  without; great  labor,  compare  the  appro- 
P"*'fi^  of  motley  to  an  object,  with  the  expen- 
diture Theyifaoth  ought,  lo  my  opinion,  to  be 
mad^fcr  the  ftscal  year;  and,  if  we  will  insist 
tbat^'T  ^ccouvts  of  expenditures  be  fully  made 
up  tjM  laid  before  us  early  every  session,  it  will 
ot  "Mf  do  mnch  to  reform.  But  to  give  the 
mea|ii#es  full  J-uccess,  we  must  proceed  one  step 
fartpii»  Tbe.^;oramutees  appointed  at  the  last 
sess»>-^  on  exjendiiures,  must  go  to  the  respect- 
ive Jbrers,  an-j  de>cend  into  the  details.  This  u 
indi  ^(livable,  i^ad  it  ought  to  be  their  duty  to 
rep<jp#'.he  state  of  the  expenditure  lully  to  this 
Hut^j  He  rt-irretied  thai  ihey  bad  noi  done  so 
lljis  ■♦i^Mon.     ]i  these  steps   be   pursued,  and  if 


the  ^imberscf  Ihis  House  will   turn   their  dib- 
eaS^Ae  against  any  officer,  from  the  highest  to 
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.,  wijo  permits  abuses,  a  great  and  im- 
me^^fe    reibrm   must    be  the  immediate   effect. 
We^Ml,  then,  no  longer  hear  of  arrearacjes,  and 
acct^a-'^s  unsealed  for  years.     Abuses  will  thus 
r.ected   in   the  infancy,  and  the   purity  of 
jiylitutions   preserved.     He  could    not  give 
sysierp  that  to  prevent  abuses  the  taxes 
^e  abolished.     He  saw  no   termination  to 
ttem,  biii   in  an   entire  pro.>traiion  of  the 
)1  Gov»-"rnmeat.     In  his  opinion,  our  rela- 


Sa TDRDAY,  February  15. 

Mr.  Halc  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, stating  that  previous  to  the  year  1800,  many 
of  their  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  were  captured 
by  French  cruisers,  and  condemned  by  the  French 
tribunal-',  and  that  their  claims  to  indemnity  on 
the  French  Government  were  abandoned  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  conven- 
tion of  1850 ;  and  praying  such  relief  in  the  pre- 
rai«es  as  it  may  by  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  grant;  which  petition  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jack80?i,  from  the  committee  appointed 
OD  the  part  of  this  House,  in  pursuance  ol'  the 
joint  resolution  "  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode 
of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  notifying 
the  persons  elected  of  their  election,"  made  a 
further  report,  which  was  read  and  ordered  lo 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pickens,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Colonel  James  Thomas,  late  a  Quartermaster 
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General  jo  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  and 
ibe  report  of  the  select  committee  made  at  the 
last  session  upon  the  settlement  of  his  accounts, 
made  a  detailed  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PicKE.NS,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  a  report  on  that  part  of  the  petition  of  the 
said  Colonel  Thomas,  which  relates  to  his  claim 
for  extra-official  services  and  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  transporting  his  baggage ;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows  : 

Hesolvtd,  That  liie  claims  of  Colonel  ThoraaJ, 
referred  to  la  his  petition,  for  extra  services  and 
expenses,  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacint 
Laval,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Speakkr  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting information  respecting  the  expense  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  from  the  year 
1801,  to  ISIG,  the  number  of  students  educated 
at  the  said  academy,  and  of  the  number  of  those 
who  have  been  appointed  officers  in  tbe  Army  ot 
the  United  Slates,  rendered  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  this  House  of  the  25th  ultimo;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Acting  Secretary 
of  War  was  ordered  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
ibis  House  the  official  report  made  to  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General,  and  by  whom  made, 
of  the  muiioy  said  to  have  taken  place  at  Nor- 
folk, of  a  part  of  the  late  38th  United  States'  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  together  with  the  names  and 
number  of  those  concerned  in  said  mutiny. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  laws  impo- 
sing duties  on  distilleries,  so  as  to  allow  persons 
disiilling  spirits  from  fruit  the  option  of  paying 
the  duty  on  the  quantity  distilled. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Betts,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  ihe 
state  and  usual  disposition  of  the  funds  under 
control  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  into  the  expediency  of  requiring  from  the 
officers  of  those  courts  additional  securities  in  re- 
lation to  such  funds. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled.  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1817,"  was  read  tbe  third  time  and 
passed. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  U:>elf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  oa  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday — being  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  1817. 

The  bill  underwent  some  changes  in  committee, 
besides  the  necessary  duty  of  filling  the  blaok-> — 
amongst  them,  the  rejeciioa  of  the  section  mak- 
I4tli  Co.N.  2d  S.  as.— 31 


ing  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  and  com- 
pletion of  buildings  at  West  Point,  which  motion 
was  sustained  on  the  ground,  that  the  buildings 
had  been  commenced  without  authority  from  the 
Government;  that  it  was  necessary  lo  authorize 
and  control  all  the  public  expenditures;  and  that 
the  appropriation  of  $47,000  was  now  asked  for, 
without  snowing  how  the  large  appropriation  of 
last  year  had  been  expended.  (Sec.  Tlie  motion 
to  strike  out  the  section  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Calhoun  and  .Mr.  Edwards. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  the 
several  appropriations  moved  to  be  inserted  in  tbe 
bill,  for  the  Military  Establishment,  Sec.,  and  a 
very  active  disposition  was  manifested  by  the 
House  to  scrutanize  into  the  expenditure  of  former 
appropriations,  and  into  ihe  necessity  of  those  now 
called  for ;  as  well  as  to  reduce  the  appropriations 
to  distinct  and  well  defined  heads,  rather  than  to 
make  general  appropriations  for  several  objecte. 

The  Committee  having  gone  through  this  bill, 
took  up  successively  the  bill  making  additional 
appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Army 
and  miliiia  during  the  late  war;  and  the  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  tbe 
Navy  for  the  year  1817;  which  underwent  the 
.same  course  of  investigation  ;  afier  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  and  reported  the 
several  bills,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  successively  these  bills,  as 
amended,  and  after  spending  considerable  time 
in  busily  considering  the  various  amendments, 
and  disposing  of  the  same,  the  bills  were  severally 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Mo.NDAY,  February  17. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  •An  act  furitier  lo  amend  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War.  and  Navy  Departraenis ;"  which 
was  reaci  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  ume  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cap- 
tain Teakle  Savage,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  pay  ment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Teakle  Savage 
and  others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKle,  from  the  commiiiee  appointed  on 
the  24th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  repealing  the  act 
passed  on  the  22d  day  ol  April  180(J,  and  fixing 
the  command  of  the  corps  of  marines ;  which  was 
read  iwice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
providing  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  ac- 
counl:>. 

Mr.  McKec.  from  ihe  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  repealing  the  act  entitled,  '"An  act 
for  ihe  sale-keeping  and  accommodation  of  pris- 
oners of  war."  passed  on  the  Olh  July,  1812; 
which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  to-morrow. 

On  mouou  of  Mr.  Mills,  tiie  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 


I 


m 


.'K 


if 

hr*  1 

!;M 


H 

m 


96^w 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


964 


H.  (4^. 


hUemal  Duties. 


Fmhdary,  1817. 


for 


[•ency  of.  making  further   provision  by  law 

iulating-ihe  fees  of  district  attorneys  of  the 
States"- 


...  I>'TERNAL  DUTIES. 

Tijrf  House, then  proceeded  to  consider  the  pro- 
post,f  jn.  subn-titted  oy  Mr.  William8  a  few  days 
agc^  iat  It  IT  expedient  to  repeal  the  internal 
dut,(  1^ 

^f  iJoHNSON,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  i'-  i«>w<:  ^■' 

^(,  i  Speaky,  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  the 
resoi  uion  oni|^our  table,  and  those  by  whom  it 
IS  s'*:  'jiorteci.  ^hould  have  experienced  such  un- 
merf  lid  treat^ient.  How  long.  sir.  has  it  been 
seiU'  J.  that  tj^e  righti  and  the  interests  of  the 
Ami  fjcan  pe(|rple  shall  be  exclusively  confided  to 
the  *  Iv  mcmi  ers  of  this  House  who  compose  its 
stau;  iDg  comi'iittees:  or,  more  peculiarly,  to  the 
sxilj;^;  ^mailer  jiumber  appointed  to  preside  over 
ihe'v'Jioraraitit?es?  Is  it  presumptuous,  orcrimi- 
nalj*^i  any  otner  member  of  this  body,  to  submit 
a  ;  jibositioni*  which  he  believes  calculated  to 
pra<i«ijte  the  interest,  the  prosperity,  and  the  hap- 
piniii.^  of  the'naiion?  Are  the  laws  imposing 
taxV|fo  reman  fixed  and  unalterable,  except  by 
thelVill  and 'pleasure  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
CofqMittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  by  the  will 
and  kasure  cf  the  chairman  of  some  other  im- 
pot:rj  it  standing  committee?  Shall  no  other 
nie^i  J-'r  dare  >o  propose  the  repeal  of  any  reve- 
nue; |w,  lest. he  be  denounced  as  a  miserable 
tim^  Irving  trimmer,  and  hunter  after  popular- 
ity ■?  ^d  by  grntlemen  who  are  perpetually  aver- 
ring, h»'  puritf  of  their  own  motives;  who  repre- 
sen..,  liomselvKs  as  the  disinterested  guardians  of 
the  ijierest  at: J  happiness  of  the  people ;  who  as- 
sur.Ais,  that  jhey  regard  popularity  as  light  as 
air,  ^d  still  !i.*em  to  consider  it  so  delightful  to 
flor.f  ^n  the  j  jpular  wave,  that  others  would  be 
pre  ijed  to  sacrifice  their  principles,  their  in- 
teg'JIjf.  and  their  honor,  in  order  to  catch  the  de- 
lig^ol  breez?.  and  to  float  on  the  current. 

l;3p|'era  it  uct  only  the  right,  but  the  sacred 
anu  .ijdispensable  duty  of  every  member  of  this 
Ho^f,  after  ho  shall  be  satisfied,  from  a  careful. 
an>tfrurate.  and  a  dispassionate  investigation  of 
the^^te  and  situation  of  the  funds  and  resources 
of  t^i^  nation,  that  the  proceeds  of  a  particular 
la)^{  r  systent  of  taxes,  are  no  longer  necessary, 
eiiS^N  to  a  iiberal  and  honorable  compliance 
WLt?^ "existing  contracts  and  engagements,  or  to 
an.sjjfpendituie  suited  to  the  resources  and  the 
di}uiiy  of  thf-  nation,  to  use  his  exertions  to  re- 
lie\^iiis  conriituents  frono  the  tax,  or  system  of 

D^faiit  raev'to  inquire  whether  either  of  these 


i^ 


obj»iii  rendt,^s  a  cunimuance  of  the  internal 
tax.ijand  duiies  necessary?  I  presume  that  I 
shai«i)e  callei;  on  for  my  system  of  finance,  and 
be  ixjil  by  some  stickler  for  national  honor — by 
sotn^tentleman  who,  during  this  period  ofsun- 
shigy  and  p'»osperity,  has  suddenly  become  a 
WE^jfi  advocaie  for  national  integrity  and  honor, 
aou'jfho.  dur.ng  the  war,  either  forgot  that  the 
Dai.l^  had  any  honor  to  preserve,  or  who.  during 


that  period  of  tempest,  utterly  disregarded  the 
nation's  honor — that  it  is  very  common  for  young 
politicians  to  propose  the  repeal  of  laws  imposing 
taxes,  without  considering,  or  attempting  to  show, 
how  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  can  be  dispensed 
with,  or  the  adequate  and  necessary  amount  de- 
rived f^om  other  sources  of  revenue.  Sir.  I  have 
not  the  vanity  to  submit  a  scheme  of  finance; 
nor  IS  It  necessary  that  I  should  submit  such  a 
system.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made 
on  the  14th  of  January.  1817.  From  these  docu- 
ments, it  IS  not  only  fairly  inferrable,  but  demon- 
strable, that,  for  no  legitimate  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, either  in  reference  to  its  existing  debts 
and  contracts,  or  for  any  necessary  expenditure, 
can  it  be  required  to  continue  this  inconvenient, 
vexatious  and  oppressive  train  of  internal  taxes. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  presents  us,  in 
his  annual  report,  with  a  scheme  of  finance  for 
the  next  four  years.  By  his  estimate,  after  meet- 
ing, with  good  faith,  every  public  engagement, 
and  extending  to  the  public  creditors  a  liberality 
which  they  neither  merited  nor  had  a  right  to 
expect,  at  the  end  of  the  next  four  years,  an  ex- 
cess of  revenue,  beyond  the  necessary  expendi- 
ture, of  eight  millions  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  will  remain  to  the  Government,  (see 
annual  report,  page  13.)  This  estimate  (let  it  be 
remembered — I  hope  it  will  be  recollected  by  the 
House)  is  based  on  the  following  principles,  viz: 
the  Peace  Establishment  to  remain  as  fixed  by 
the  law  of  the  last  session  ;  the  Army  to  be  kept 
up  at  ten  thousand  men;  the  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  to  continue; 
and  an  addition  of  three  millions  of  dollarsi  to  be 
made  to  the  Sinking  Fund;  two  millions  to  be 
permanently  added  to  the  Sinking  Fund;  one 
million  to  be  paid  to  the  Cumniissionerd  ut  the 
Sinking  Fund  annually,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  if  such  pay- 
ment can  be  made  ;  leaving  a  balance,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  of  $2,000,000  in  the  Treasury  :  which 
additional  sum  shall  be  applied  to  the  redemption 
or  purchase  of  the  principal  of  the  debt.  It  is 
known,  to  all  who  have  attended  to  the  subject, 
that  every  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  making 
an  estimate  for  any  given  number  of  years,  al- 
ways estimates  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  largest  sum  authorized,  or  likely  to 
be  authorized,  within  that  period;  and  estimates 
the  probable  receipts  during  the  .same  period  at 
the  smallest  possible  sum.  This  is  rendered  ne- 
cessary, not  only  by  prudence,  but  by  a  proper 
respect  for  justice,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  the  nation.  In  support  of  this 
proposition,  I  have  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  expressed  in  their  report  of 
the  14th  of  January,  1S17.  and  the  fact  resulting 
from  the  report  of  the  late  Secretary,  Mr.  Dallas  : 
in  his  annual  report  for  the  year  1S15,  he  estima- 
ted the  revenue  which  would  accrue,  during  the 
year  1816,  from  the  customs,  at  .§17.000,000. 
The  actual  excess  in  the  customs,  beyond  the 
estimate  of  1815,  was  §15,000,000;  this  is  proved 
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by  the  last  aDOutl  repHrt.    Apply  this  reasoning 

to  the  present  Secretary's  estimate  for  the  next 
four  years.  Take  the  estimate  for  the  year  1819 — 
the  customs  are.  in  that  year,  estimated  at  $10,- 
000,000;  a  reduction  in  that  source  of  revenue  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  a  sum  very  nearly 
double  the  amount  which  it  is  estimated  will  be 
received  into  the  Treasury  during  that  year.  Is 
it  reasonable,  can  it  be  believed,  however  intem- 
perate the  spirit  of  speculation  may  have  been 
since  the  return  of  peace,  that  in  two  years  the 
amount  of  revenue,  derivable  from  customs,  will 
be  reduced  from  thirty-two  to  twelve  millions  of 
dollars?  It  is  not  to  be  anticipated.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  do  not  anticipate  it. 
Their  report  proves  most  conclusively  that  they 
do  not.  But  the  Committee  of  Ways  anJ  Means 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  differ  materi- 
ally in  their  views  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  pleased  to  see  this  difference  of  opin- 
ion :  it  is  an  evidence  of  independence.  Whilst 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  considers  that  it 
would  be  unsafe  to  vest  the  whole  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  present  year  in  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund — or,  as  I  presume,  to  go  be- 
yond three  millions  of  dollars,  for  that  is  his  pro- 
position— the  Conamitiee  agree  to  raise  the  per- 
manent fund  from  eight  to  ten  millions  of  dollars  ; 
and  they  propose  that,  in  addition  to  the  perma- 
raeni  and  regular  appropriation,  there  should  be 
paid,  in  the  year  1817,  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  F'und,  the  sura  of  nine  millions  of 
dollars,  together  with  four  million'*  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  advance  on  account  of  the  regular 
appropriation  of  the  succeeding  year:  thus  to  I 
raise  at  once,  within  the  present  year,  the  Sinking  j 
Fund  to  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars.  With- 
out deciding  at  all  upon  the  comparative  merits  of 
the  two  plans,  I  ask  if  justice  or  liberality  can  | 
ret^uire  the  Government  to  go  thus  far  in  the  an-  i 
ticipation  of  its  payments :  and  to  whom  ?  To  a  I 
set  of  men  (with  a  few  exceptions)  who,  during  i 
the  late  war,  took  every  advantage  of  the  dis- 
tresses  and  necesMties  of  the  Government,  and  i 
made  loans  at  the  most  exorbitant  interest.  I 

If  neither  justice  nor  liberality  require  the  ! 
Government  thus  to  anticipate  the  discharge  of  I 
the  public  debt,  does  true  policy  dictate  the  mea-  } 
sure?  I  think  not.  What  portion  of  the  public  | 
debt  is  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Govern- 
ment? That  portion  only  which  has  been  sub- 
scribed to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  not 
made  thus  redeemable  by  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tracts, but  rendered  so  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  condition  in  the 
charter,  that  the  funded  stock  which  may  be 
subscribed  by  individuals  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Shall  we  instantly  redeem  that  portion  of 
the  debt  ?  1  have  no  question  but  ttiat  some  stock- 
holding member  will  oppose  the  immediate  re- 
demption of  that  portion  of  the  public  debt,  as  im- 
politic, (let  it  be  remembered  that  the  Government 
is  a  stockholder.)  unjust  to  the  bank,  and  calcu- 
lated to  depress  the  sale  of  the  stock  abroad. 
Shall  we  go  into  the  market  on  a  scheme  of  spec- 


ulation, with  fifteen  or  twenty  millioDs  of  dollars, 
to  purchase  up  our  own  debts?  What  will  be 
the  effect?  The  inevitable  result  must  be,  to 
raise  the  price  of  the  stock.  This  would  be  an 
entire  departure  from  the  plan  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  He  proposes  that  the  purchase 
shall  be  made  only  on  the  condition  that  the  six 
per  cent,  stock  can  be  purchased  at  par,  or  the 
seven  per  cent,  stock  can  be  purchased  at  six  per 
cent,  premium. 

But  this  sum  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  either  with  the 
condition  that  is  to  be  invested  in  the  public  stock 
on  the  above  terms,  that  is,  with  the  uncertainty 
of  being  able  to  buy  up  the  stock,  or  they  are  to 
go  into  the  market  and  make  the  purchase,  at  any 
price,  which  the  cupidity  of  the  stockholders 
may  induce  them  to  demand,  and  this  on  the  idea, 
that  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  would  otherwise 
remain  unproductive,  or  yield  to  the  Government 
no  interest. 

We  are  frequently  assured  that,  with  the  ex- 
penditure already  determined  on,  without  the  aid 
of  the  internal  duties,  the  receipts  at  the  Trea- 
sury would  be  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands 
on  the  Government  for  the  next  four  years;  that 
the  Treasury  would  be  left  empty,  and  without 
a  dollar.  This  doctrine  is  pressed  upon  us  by 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
particularly  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith.) 

I  know,  sir,  it  is  very  uninteresting  to  be  en- 
gaged in  the  examination  of  lengthy  documents. 
But  I  must  again  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House  by  an  examination  of  the  annual  report. 
From  this  report,  to  which  we  all  look  as  furnish- 
ing the  most  correct  view  of  the  facts  connected 
with  the  revenue,  it  necessarily  results,  that  if  we 
act  on  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  that 
every  demand  on  the  Treasury  can  be  met  with 
good  faith,  without  the  aid  of  the  internal  duties, 
and  that  a  surplus  will  still  remain  in  the  Trea- 
sury, at  least  equal  to  that  which  he  proposes 
should  at  all  times  remain  there.  Assuming  the 
facts  contained  in  the  annual  report  as  data,  1  beg 
leave  to  present  to  the  House  a  statement  in  fig- 
ures of  the  revenue  on  the  plan  of  the  Secretary. 
The  receipt*  into  the  Treasury  in  the  year   1817  are 

estimated  at $30,650,000 

To  which  add  the  balance  in  the  Trea»ury 

on  the  first  day  of  that  year        •         -      10,000,000 


The  expenditure  for  that  year,  including 
the  proposed  addition  of  $3,000,000  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  estimated  at  • 


40,650,000 


25,000,000 
$15,650,000 


VVaj/s  and  Means  for  1818. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day 

of  that  year $15,650,000 

Receipts  into  the  Treasury        16,250,000 
Deduct  internal  duties  -  2,500,000 


13,750,000 
29,400,000 
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The  fcermaneitt  expenditure,  including 
th^proposed  addition  to  the  Sinking 
I'^^i  estiiDttt«d  at     • 


! 


^^ar/i  and  Means  for  1919. 
|e  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day 


J  )i|at  year 


c   . 
Recti  is  into  the  Treasury 
DecMf  internal 

<XM*6,        •         -  2,500,000 
BoiT>,  U.  S.  Bjnk, 

pjii!»ble  this  year     500,000 


oo 


,750,000 


3,000,000 


23,500,000 
$5,900,000 


$5,900,000 


19,750.000 

25,650,000 
23,500,000 

$2,150,000 


^en  rfnent  expenditure,  as  above  stated 

A  lording  io  this  estimate,  which  is  made  in 
striv  conformity  to  the  plan  submitted  by  the  Sec- 
reiaj  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  day  of  January. 
182lti*  ."^urplite  of  revenue  would  remain  of  $2,- 
150  ^^X).  Id  "his  estimate  the  internal  taxes  are 
Doi  jUjeducied.  for  the  present  year,  because  it  is 
rvid'fit  that  the  repeal  of  the  laws  imposing  the 
inr?!  ijal  taxes  aod  duties  must,  in  order  to  be  just 
in  i  •♦  operations,  be  prospective.  Nor  has  any 
de'li  <ltion  been  made  for  the  three  years'  interest 
on  I  If  stock  hrld  by  ttie  Government  in  the  Bank 
of  I  li  United  Stales,  which,  on  S7,0O<).000.  at  5 
per  I  int.  per  ajinum.  would  be  $1.05(>.0OO ;  because 
the  MJoTernment.  in  the  estimate  made  by  the 
Seclj^ary.  received  no  credit  for  interest  on  this 
stoc|| 

,  D%."«rt  from  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Secre- 
»aa>*iof  the  Treasury,  and  adopt  that  recom- 
merjljfd  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  tl  (|ir  report  of  the  14th  January,  already  refer- 
iei  i  ,i,  and  th^  statement  would  stand  thus : 

The  rj'ceipts  into  the  Treasury,  for  1817,  including  the 
1)«  ilncc  on  the  first  of  the  year    -         -  $40,650,000 

Dfcdv()t  expenil.tures  for  the  preientyear, 
ijnijidinppennanent  addition  of  $2,000,- 
»)(  \^  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  they 


to 


24,000,000 
16.660,000 


y  bich  would  leave  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  l^t 
of^J  (iiuary,  IclH,  $16,050,000.  which  would  place 
•tjtjj^  disposuion  of  lh«  Government,  within  the 
pr«>j'^'t  year  ,  leaving  io  the  Treasury  two  mil- 
i»t->iiif  dollars,  the  surn  of  S14,G50.000,  in  addi- 
tic;j]i)}  the  twjo  millions  permanently  added  to  the 
Sifijing  Fuiid.  to  be  applied  to  the  r^edemption 
or|4.tchase  l(  the  public  debt.  If  the  repeal  of 
lh|^i.tws  imposing  internal  duties  take  eff  ct  from 
thv  ijssage  ot  the  repealing  act.  it  woulJ  reduce 
;h^liimio  U;  thus  used  in  the  redemption  ur 
puitiiase  of  ipe  public  debt,  within  the  present 
"■€-i|t'xclusi\'^  ol  the  two  millions  rermanenilv 


d>;l(  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  perhaps  to  S12.000. 


I,. 

00i>.     With  tiie  only  difference  that  we  should 

•4' 


consider  the  advance  made  in  this  year  on  account 
of  the  next  and  succeeding  year,  as  not  limited 
to  ^,000,000,  as  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  have  done,  but  to  any  portion  of  ihe  sum 
beyond  the  regular  appropriation  of  §10,000,000, 
which  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  for  those 
years  might  require.  I  anticipate  no  such  defi- 
ciency.  I  am  convinced  that  the  customs  for 
1816  are  estimated  too  low  by  several  millions  of 
dollars.  It  IS  evident  that  on  this  point  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  agree  with  me. 

I  have  thus  pursued  the  investigation,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  several  relations  which  the  subject 
necessarily  presents.  I  am  persuaded  that  under 
no  view  which  can  be  taken  of  the  subject,  can 
a  single  doubt  exist  as  tu  the  propriety  and  expe- 
diency of  repealing  the  laws  imposing  internal 
taxes  and  duties  on  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
That  neither  justice  to  the  public  creditors,  nor 
true  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  can 
require  a  continuance  of  thoi>e  ioteraal  taxes  and 
duties. 

One  other  view  of  the  subject  remains  to  be 
taken.     It  is  $aid  that  the  system  of  internal  taxe^s 
ought  to  be  continued,  in  order  to  produce  a  per- 
fect equality  of  taxation  throughout  the  United 
Stales.     The  excise  law,  or  the  law  imposing  a 
tax  on  distillation,  is  selected  as  one  of  the  must 
desirable   character  in  the  whole  system,  to  be 
continued.     It  is  said  to  be  perfectly  equal  in  its 
operation.     The  fallacy  of  this  doctrine  will  be 
made  obvious  by  the  slightest  attention  to  facts. 
The  improvements  made  in  the  art  of  distillation 
in   modern   times,  and  which  can  only  be  intro- 
duced into  the  large  establishments,  have  destroyed 
everything  like  equality  in  the  operation  ul  the 
tax  on  the  distiller.     In  the  year  1798,  in  conse- 
quence of  agreat  scarcity  of  grain  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Great    Britain,  in    order   to  prevent  the  dis- 
tillation of  spirit  from  grain,  an  act  of  Parliament 
was  passed,  imposing  a  tax  (I  think)  of  niuety- 
six  pounds  sterling  a  gallon  on  the  capacity  of 
stills,  used  lO  the  distillation  of  spirit  from  grain. 
This  was  supposed   to  amount  to  a  prohibiiioa. 
Scotch  ingenuity  very  soon  discovered  the  mode 
of  distilling  even  under  this  excessively  high  tax. 
It  wa>  found  that  by  changing  the  figure  of  the 
boiler,  so  as  to  expose  a  much   larger  surface  of 
the  fluid  to  the  immediate  action  ot  the  heat  or 
dame,  that  the  process  would  be  hO  quickened  as 
to  enable   the  distiller  to  continue  his  operations 
and  to  pay  the  tax  to  the  Governruent.     I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  critically  versed  iu  the  revenue  laws 
of  Great  Britain  ;  but,  if  I  am  correctly  informed, 
the  capacity  tax  under  that  Guvernmeut  has  been 
very   considerably  increased  since  the  year  1798, 
and  the  dutilleries  still  go  ou.     A  patent,  within  a 
few  year.'',  ha;  been  taken  out  in  this  country,  for 
a  still,  winch  it  is  said  will  run  off  from   twenty- 
five    hundred  to    three    thousand  gallons  a  day. 
Can  any  man  at  all  conversant  in  the  process  of 
distillation   believe  that  anv  tax  uu  the  capacity 
of  .%tills  can   operate  equally  on  the   individuals 
engaged  in  the  distillation  of  spirit  Irom  fruit,  who 
use.andwhoare  compelled  to  use,  theold  fashioned 
globular  boilers;  and  those  engaged  io  the  distil- 
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latioB  of  spirits  from  grain  by  the  highly  improved 
patent  stills  ? 

The  people  whom  I  represent  have  long  been 
engaged  in  the  culture  of  fruit  trees.     It  requires 
from  eight  to  ten  years  for  an  apple  orchard  to 
attain  its  maturity.     All  the  manure  raised  on  a 
farm  is  generally  bestowed  on  the  lands  employed 
in  the  cultivation  of  orchards.     It  is  known  that 
no  crop  can  be  cultivated  to   advantage  on  land 
covered  by  a  full  grown  orchard.     The    uncer- 
tainty of  a  crop  of  fruit  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  Virginia,  is  a  melancholy  truth,  well  known 
to  all  who  reside  in  that  part  of  the  State.     Du- 
ring the  war.  and  the  continuance  of  the  direct 
tax.  this  people  were  not  only  highly  but  doubly 
taxed   on    their   orchards,     A  highly    cultivated 
orciiard,  which  bears  a  proper  proportion  to  the 
size  of  a  farm,  adds  very  greatly  to  its  value.     In 
the  assessment  under  the  law  imposing  a  direct 
tax,  the  lands  were  more  highly  valued  on  account 
of  the  orchards  ;  they  paid  then  a  tax  on  their 
orchards  in    this  shape,  and  in  addition  a  tax  on 
each  gallon  of  spirit  distilled.     The  local  militia, 
in  consequence  of  their  vicinity  to  Norfolk,  were 
exposed  and  much  harassed.     They  were  in  the 
course  of  one  year  called  out  three  times  en  masse. 
They   bore   all    these    privations   and    hardships 
without  a  murmur  ;  they  paid  the  war  taxes  with 
pleasure;  and,  whenever  an  opportunity  offered, 
they    presented  their  bosoms  to  the  balls  and  the 
bayoneisof  the  enemy.     They  are  patriotic — they 
are  attached  to  their  Government.     They  will  at 
all  limes  be  prepared  to  encounter  danger,  to  meet 
hardships,  and   to  5uffer  privations,  when  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  Government  require  the  exercise 
of  those   virtues.     But.  sir.  they  will  complain, 
if  a  vexatious,  inconvenient  and  oppressive  train 
of  internal  taxes  and  duties  be  continued,  when 
the  necessity  which  required  iheir  imposition  has 
ceased. 

.Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  entered  inio  an  ex- 
amination of  the  fiscal  part  of  this  question,  with 
a  view  to  show  that,  if  the  report  of  the  Comma- 
tee  of  Finance  on  the  Sinking  Fund  should  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  House,  these  taxes  could 
not  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  followed,  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  and  advocated,  as  con- 
nected with  the  repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  the 
reduction  of  the  Army,  which  he  considered  de- 
sirable, independently  of  the  question  of  reducirrg 
the  taxes  necessary  to  support  it. 

Mr.  Williams  said  it  was  at  the  request  of  a 
nomber  ol  gentlemen  who  were  friendly  to  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  now  before  the  House, 
and  in  consequence  of  what  was  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (.Mr.  Lowndes.) 
that  he  did  not  call  up  the  resolution  on  Satur- 
day last.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  said 
we  might  goon  with  the  appropriation  bills,  and 
if  afterwards  the  House  should  determine  to 
abolish  the  taxes  and  reduce  the  Army,  the  ex- 
penditure would  be  according  to  that  reduction, 
and  not  according  to  the  appropriation  ;  for  ex- 
ample, if  we  made  appropriations  to  support  an 


array  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  afterwards  re- 
duced the  army  to  five  thousand,  the  expenditure 
would  be  m  proportion  to  the  five,  and  not  to  the 
ten  thousand. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  had  struck  hira  as  a  very  sin- 
gular fact  in  our  proceedings,  that  we  should  be 
first  called  upon  to   make  the  appropriations,  to 
become,  as  it  were,  pledged  to  a  certain  amount, 
and  then  proceed  to  ascertain  our  means  to  raise 
the  money;  and  to  do  that  last  which  ought  to 
have  been  done  first.     This,  he  said,  was  repug- 
nant to  all  the  maxims  of  common  prudence  m 
private  life.     No  man.  when  about   to  build  a 
house  or   rmprove  a  farm,  would   precipitately 
execute  the  object,  and  then  count  the  cost ;  but 
he  would,  in    the   first    place,   examine   all    his 
sources  of  income  ;  he  would  estimate  the  prob- 
able amount  of  his  revenue,  and  then  proceed  to 
the  objects  on  whichrthat  revenue  was  to  be  ex- 
pended.    It  was  for  the  purpose  of  chana;ing  the 
order  of  our  proceedings  in  that  particular,  that 
he  was  anxious  to  see   the  tax  bills  exhibited  m 
the   House  every  year,  and  acted   upon  finally, 
before  we  had  appropriated  a  single  cent  to  de- 
fray even  the  civil  list  and  contingent  charges  of 
Government,     Thea  we  could  accommodate  the 
appropriation  to  the  money  at  our  command  ; 
then,  in  the  words  of  the  old  adage,  we  should 
cut  the  coat  according  to  thecloth.     But  the  gen- 
tleman   from    South    Carolina    had  assured  the 
House   that  if  any  reduction  was  made,  the  ex- 
penditure would  not  be  according  to  the  existing 
establishments,  but  rather  in  proportion  to  what- 
ever reduction  of  the  establishments  the  House 
may  hereafter  think  proper  to  adopt.     This  as- 
surance, coming   from  the  honorable  chairman, 
had  removed  his  impressions  as  to  the  necessity 
of  acting  immediately  on  the  resolution  submit- 
ted  by  him   on    Friday.     That  gentleman,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (pointing  to  Mr.  Lowndes.)  at  ail  times 
and  on  all  occasions,  has  conducted  himself  in 
this  House  so  as  to  secure  not  only  the  confidence 
and  esteem,  but  I  believe  the  admiration  of  every 
member  on  this  floor;  but  while  I  pay  this  just 
tribute  to  the  merits  of  that  gentleman,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  say,  that  I  think  he  was  incorrect 
when  he  stated,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  1  made 
on  Friday,  that  I  had  tailed  to  show  any  suffi- 
cient reasons  in  support  of  the  resolution  thea 
under  consideration. 

I  offered  the  resolution  from  a  sense  of  duty  to 
this  nation — from  a  regard  to  those  principles 
which  certainly  at  one  time  were  deemed  ortho- 
dox, and  upon  which  the  Republicans  secured 
the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people  of  these 
United  States.  In  reply  to  the  call  made  by  the 
gentleman,  I  stated  that' the  taxes  were  continued 
last  year  on  the  ground  that  they  were  imperi- 
ously and  absolutely  necessary  ;  that  it  was  esti- 
mated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  the 
whole  revenue  of  1816,  arising  from  commerce, 
the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  would  be  some- 
thing more  than  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars; 
that  It  was  more  than  thirty-eight  millions  of 
dollars— making  a  difference  of  about  thirieea 
millions  between  the  estimate  and  the  revenue 
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wbijluuccrued.  Seeing  this,  1  felt  justified  in 
stati 'Vjthat  I.  could  not  put  implicit  confidence 
in  tc/k'rpasurj'  reports,  and  that  I  was  unwilling 
to  c*'t|nue  the  tai  on  the  people  of  this  country,. 
■wh<i(?I  did  nd^  appear  to  be  necessary. 

C*:if  emen  now  offer  the  same  arguments  in 
faTov^(|t"  contiuuing  the  taxes  which  they  urged 
last  ftlr.  Bu'.  as  the  results  of  the  present  year 
prov«.i|ieyond  all  doubi,  that  their  arguments  on 
tbe/(|tQer  occasions  were  fallacious.  I  therefore 
cculrfjl  that  they  are  fallacious  now,  and  deserve 
no  ^rvirs  weight  or  influence  with  this  House 
thaf  liould  have  been  given  to  the  falsified  argu- 
mei*M*of  last  year — falsified.  I  mean,  by  the  ac- 
tuafl^f|sulis  of  the  present  year,  and  so  made 
kno^id  to  us  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  l.J^:innual  report. 

I:*jjL)nnexioii  with  this  view  of  the  case.  I 
^^e^'•♦(^aed.  that  it  was  a  part  of  my  plan  to  re- 
duce ii^e  Army  ;  that  a  proposition  to  this  effect 
was.^;,.ng  on  your  table,  and  subject  to  be  called 
up  a^Ci^ny  time;  that  if  the  taxes  were  necessary 
to  .s^iiport  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men,  they 
coulj^ot  be  L^cessary  to  support  that  army,  re- 
duc^lo  the  number  of  five  thousand. 

f^^ng  made  these  statements,  and  relying  on 
ther{.j.(*)  suppori  my  proposition,  I  felt  that  I  had 
suffiiifintly  answered  the  call  of  the  gentleman 
frorg|*|outh  Carolina.  But,  sir,  I  was  not  bound 
to  s^-^Ar  (even  shus  far)  the  practicability  of  dis- 
penyiij  with  the  taxes;  on  the  contrary,  those 
whf  »,e  for  continuing  them  must  show  the  im- 
pra-^i^bility  of  such  dispen.sation.  If  any  one 
ctil;j»itpon  rod  for  a  debt,  my  first  inquiry  is, 
'le  dt^mand  be  just;  if  just.  I  pay  it — 
refuse  payment.  In  like  manner 
whtijihe  people  of  this  country  are  called  upon 
for  CT>s.  it  is  incumbent  on  Government,  or  on 
tho%,.-4vho  speak  its  language  on  this  floor,  to 
5hoi^  jiat  the  taxes  are  necessary  ;  if  necessary, 
thei^.i  10  nauon  on  earth  more  willing  to  pay 
ihct^a/ian  the  people  of  the  United  States.  If 
sary.  the  people  will  refuse  payment,  and 
ghl  to  do  so.  Upon  this  ground,  then,  I 
burden  of  proof  lies  on  the  gentleman 
outh  Carolina.  Let  him  show  (and  no 
ore  able  to  do  it  than  himself)  that  these 
e  necessary,  and.  ray  word  for  it,  the  peo- 
cu'j-i  cheerfully  pay  them. 
Tjci  report,  sir,  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Tre»|[Jry  to  thr  President,  and  the  report  of  the 
P^^'i"  Secretary,  have  both  gone  abroad  in  the 
c»'nf;^inity.  B'rom  these  reports  the  people  ex- 
pect#|,ly.  demand,  a  repeal  of  the  taxes.  But  in 
addiiii  to  air  this,  the  people  have  the  solemn 
proti^  of  Ccrngress,  expressed  in  the  acts  of 
Ibl'  iiiid  1814-  that  these  acts  would  continue 
oiie  ij^r  after  r.ie  war.  and  no  longer.  And  can 
it  be>fl'it  way  lo  govern  this  nation,  to  assure  the 
peoii|lin  the  solemn  form  of  a  legislativeact. 
ibai,**ies  would  cease  to  exist  one  year  after  the 
war«;*;^d  when  it  appears  to  be  perfectly  in  your 
pcw^f  Jo  comply  with  the  assurance,  to  refuse  it  7 
K'o.  iv-^  the  beiter  way  is  to  comply  with  your 
o%i-.^  immtiJiately.  by  repealing  the  taxes, 
e  may  jiot  only  expect,  but  challenge  the 


ctil;j»itpon  1 
whttr.jr  the 
ifufj^st.    I 


unn^^ 
thefi 


"? 


h< 


•if 


confidence  and  support  of  our  feilow-citizens. 
I  did  not  expect,  when  I  introduced  the  resolu- 
tion, that  it  would  excite  unpleasant  feelings  in 
the  mind  of  any  one.  But  it  appears  to  nave 
had  that  effect  upon  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (\Ir.  Calhocn.)  who  generally  sits 
near  me.  That  gentleman  seems  to  have  a  pre- 
scriptive right  to  Know  and  expound  the  motives 
of  others,  when  they  differ  from  him  in  opinion. 
On  many  occasions  he  has  intimated  that  mem- 
bers who  differed  from  him  were  aiming  at  pop- 
ularity !  Sir,  it  was  well  said  by  a  poet  of  an- 
cient date,  but  immortal  fame,  who  satirized  the 
vices  of  man  in  the  Augustan  age,  that  we  were 
blind  as  to  our  own  faults,  but  eagle-eyed  as  to 
the  fault  of  others ;  and  were  always  most  apt  to 
condemn  others  for  the  very  faults  to  which  we 
ourselves  were  most  liable.  In  no  other  way 
can  I  account  for  the  propensity  of  the  gentle- 
man always  to  charge  others  with  aiming  at 
popularity,  than  by  supposing  that  he  measures 
the  conduct  of  others  by  the  standard  which  ex- 
ists in  his  own  breast.  I  here  beg  leave  to  inform 
the  gentleman  that  if  he  does  not  mistake  his 
own  temper,  he  very  much  mistakes  that  of  oth- 
ers, when  he  supposes  that  such  reflections  will 
drive  them  from  the  position  they  have  taken. 

After  the  subject  of  the  resolution  I  bad  intro- 
duced was  disposed  of;  after  the  House  had  de- 
termined to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day.  the 
gentleman  rises  in  his  place,  and  gives  us  a  long 
lecture  on  economy.  Who,  sir, could  havethought 
that  the  gentleman  would  condescend  to  use  that 
word,  so  unfashionable,  so  unusual  in  the  vocab- 
ulary of  an  independent  politician  I  But  the 
gentleman  said  he  had  no  view  to  popularity  in 
pronouncing  his  lecture  on  economy,  and  we  are 
bound  to  believe  it.  because  he  said  so.  If,  how- 
ever, he  had  been  disposed  to  mount  the  hobby- 
horse which  of  all  others  was  most  fleet  and 
likely  to  distance  the  whole  turf  he  could  not 
designedly  have  selected  a  better  one  for  that 
purpose,  than  the  one  on  which  he  happened  to 
be  mounted  by  mere  accident. 

The  gentleman  seemed  also  to  complain  that 
the  statements  produced  to  support  my  proposi- 
tion were  not  satisfactory.  Permit  me  now,  sir, 
to  inform  him  that  I  read  Treasury  reports  as  he 
reads  the  Constitution  ;  that,  as  he  reads  the  Con- 
stitution and  interprets  it  liberally  for  tiie  purpose 
of  raising  and  spending  money;  so  I  construe 
liberally  the  reports  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saving  money. 

The  gentleman  said  he  did  not  read  the  Con- 
stitution with  the  technical  subtleties  and  refine- 
ments of  a  lawyer,  but  he  read  it  for  the  purpose 
of  understauding  that  it  contained  a  liberal  grant 
ol  powers  to  Congress  ;  that  the  first  impressions 
made  on  his  mind  when  reading  the  Constitution 
with  this  view  were  more  lasting  as  well  as  gen- 
erally more  correct.  Shall  I  not  be  at  liberty, 
then,  to  say  that  the  first  impression  made  on  ray 
mind  when  reading  the  Treasury  report  was, 
that  we  might  dispense  with  the  taxes  ?  and  no- 
thing has  yet  occurred  to  remove  that  impression. 
If  the  gentleman  feels  justified  in  obeyiiig  first 
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impressions  in  regard  to  the  Constitution,  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  he  certainly  will  not 
condemn  me  for  obeying  the  same  impressions 
in  regard  to  the  Treasury  report,  which  are  not 
laws,  nor  supreme  laws,  but  in  many  respects 
mere  matters  of  opinion. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  (.Mr.  Sheffey.)  likewise  com- 
plained that  the  statements  offered  in  support  of 
the  proposition  were  not  satisfactory.  He  said 
that  young  politicians  might  suggest  an  abolition 
of  taxes,  ice.,  but  that  those  of  more  experience 
ought  not  to  sanction  such  attempts.  I  admit, 
sir,  that  I  am  a  young  politician,  but  while  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  would  condemn  me  for 
not  being  experienced  in  the  virtues  of  a  politi- 
cal life,  1  trust  he  will  allow  me  to  indulge  the 
consolation  of  not  being  very  much  hackneyed 
m  its  vices. 

I  have  said,   Mr.  Speaker,  that,  on  reading  the 
Treasury  report,  I  was  convinced  we  might  dis- 
pense with  the  internal  taxes.     If  I  failed  in  the 
opinion  of  some  gentlemen  to  show  this  when 
the  subject  was  partially  debated  the  other  day, 
no  one  can  now  entertain  a  doubt  of  it.  since  the 
very  able  and  perspicuous  view  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  John- 
80.N.)     He  has  proved  to  you,  sir,  that  from  the 
Secretary's  own  statements   those  taxes  are  not 
necessary.     What   better  evidence  can  we  want 
than  the  statements  proceeding  from  that  depart- 
ment ?     We   know  that   Treasury  estimates  are 
always    too  low.      If  these   estimates,   curtailed 
and   reduced   as  they  always  are,  do  admit  the 
conclusion  that  the  taxes  may  be  removed,  shall 
we  not  urge  it  in  the  discussion  ?     Surely  I  think 
it  may  be  urged  as  the   best  evidence  which  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  admit.     The  Government 
we  will  say  is  anxious  to  keep  on  the  taxes,  for 
reasons  which  I  shall   not  attempt   to  expound. 
The  estimates  of  the  Treasury  Department  are 
made,  if    not    expressly   to    insure  their  contin- 
uance, at    least   with    an    inclination    that  way. 
But  the  Secretary's  own  statements,  as  they  were 
exhibited   and  declared   by  the   gentleman  from 
Virginia,   prove   that   the   taxes   raay  be  discon- 
tinued.    Shall  we   not   then  act  upon  that  evi- 
dence?    Shall  we  not  deem  it  conclusive  of  the 
fact,  and  repeal  the  taxes  accordingly.     I.  sir,  for 
one,  am  determined  to  support  the  repeal,  and  am 
willing  lo  incur  all  the  responsibility  of  such  a 
measure. 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  the  taxes  may  be 
required  some  three,  four,  or  half  a  dozen  years 
hence  ;  and  profess  an  unwillingness  topull  down 
that  which  it  may  possibly  be  necessary  to  build 
up  hereafter.  If,  according  to  the  estimates,  the 
taxes  may  be  necessary  after  the  lapse  of  three, 
four,  or  SIX  years.  I  would,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
batting that  idea,  reply  that  the  estimates  are  too 
low ;  that  they  fall  far  short  of  the  amount  which 
will  be  received,  and  consequently  that  no  de- 
ficiency can  be  apprehended  at  the  end  of  that  lime. 
The  estimates  for  the  last  year  fell  short  of  thirteen 
millions  of  the  amount  which  accrued.  Have  we 
not  then  good  reason  to  suppose  that  it  will  be  the 


case  again  ? — that  the  revenue  hereafter  to  accrue 
will  as  much  exceed  the  estimates,  as  the  revenue 
of  1816  exceeded  the  esiimatesof  that  year?  If  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  not  tell  with 
any  sort  of  accuracy  the  revenue  for  1816,  I  do 
not  know  how  the  present  Secretary  should  de- 
termine with  precision  the  revenue  which  will 
accrue  in  any  subsequent  year.  I  mean  no  dis- 
paragement to  the  memory  of  the  late  Secretary, 
when  I  say  that  he  completely  failed  in  his  esti- 
mates of  the  revenue  for  1S16.  For  the  present 
Secretary,  no  one  in  this  House,  I  am  persuaded, 
has  a  greater  regard  than  myself;  ray  acquaint- 
ance with  hira  convinces  rae  that  he  is  an  in- 
telligent, independent,  and  honorable  man.  But, 
as  the  late  Secretary  fell  short  in  his  estimates,  I 
contend  that  the  gentleman  now  at  the  head  of 
that  department  must  also  be  incorrect;  and  that 
he  cannot  determine  with  precision  the  revenue 
which  will  hereafter  accrue. 

Take  for  example  the  following: — "The  reve- 
nue receivable  from  the  customs  in  the  year  1818, 
(says  the  Secretary.)  will  be  only  twelve  millions 
of  dollars!"     But  the  revenue  arising  from  cus- 
toms in  the  year  1815.  amounted  to  .§36,643,598, 
and  during   the    three  first  quarters  of   1816,  to 
830,000.000.     Now,  sir,  by  what   rule  of  arith- 
metic, or   series  of  deterioration   is  it,  that   the 
revenue  arising  from  the  same   source   in  1818, 
will    be   only  twelve   millions?      Will  not  the 
country  increase  in  wealth  and  population  during 
that   lime?     Will   not   the   consumption   and  of 
course  the  demand  be  progressively  augmented  ? 
I  admit  that  our  merchants  may  have  overtraded 
themselves,  and  from  this  circumstance  that  the 
importation  of  goods  will  not  be  so  great  in  1818, 
as  it  was  during  the  years   1815  and  1816.     But 
that  the  defalcation  will  be  so  great  as  to  reduce 
the  revenue,  in   1818.  to  twelve  millions,  I  can 
never   admit.     The   gentleman   from  Maryland 
(Mr.  S.mith)  has  just  said  that   the  estimate  of 
the  Treasury  for  1818  is  too  low.     The  experi- 
ence of  that  gentleman,  particularly  in  all  sub- 
jects  relating  to  commerce  and  finance,  is  such, 
as  to  justify  the  House  in  relying  on  his  state- 
ments and  opinions;   and.  notwithstanding  his 
anxiety  to  continue  the  taxes,  he  could   not  but 
say  that    the    Secretary's  estimate  fell  short  at 
least  by  two  millions  of  what  would  probably  be 
received.     Taking  all  these  things  into  view,  I 
should,  as  to  my  own  individual  opinion,  be  rather 
inclined  to  suppose  that  it  would  settle  at  some 
intermediate  point  between  :S36,G43,598,  the  rev- 
enue of  1815,  and  twelve  millions,  the  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  for  1S18,  that   is.  that   between 
twenty  and  twenty-five  millions  will  probably  be 
the  revenue  for  1818. 

No  one  who  looks  at  the  accumulating  wealth, 
increasing  numbers,  rising  importance,  and  grow- 
ing grandeur  of  this  country,  can.  I  think,  be  au- 
thor'Jzed  to  conclude  that  the  revenue,  in  1818, 
will  be  reduced  to  the  inconsiderable  sum  of 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  The  Secretary  him- 
self tells  you  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  make 
any  estimate  on  which  reliance  can  be  placed; 
that  in  the  three  fir^t  quarters  of  1816,  the  reve- 
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the  ^'ustoms  averaged  nine  millions  a 
but  lljit  in  the  last  quarter  of  that  year 
iil  a  ihirctof  that  average.  Upon  this  min- 
imui^|r  three  ri)illioDs,  arising  in  the  last  quarter 
of  l:,^^  I  presume  he  founds  his  calculations  for 
the^v*,r  1818|^  and  says  the  revenue  will  be 
tweK^jmillioD!-;  I  perceive  no  other  data  for  the 
calca^  ',ion.  an(;  I  submit  it  to  gentlemen  whe- 
ther fa^ould  n<it  have  appeared  more  reasonable, 
if  ^e^d  taken,  as  the  basis  of  it.  a  medium  of 
th<  '!«|le  amount  of  the  customs  for  ISIG.  I 
ihiakM  e  have  as  great  a  right  to  presume  upot^ 
a  i^c^ifm  for  the  basis  of  our  calculations,  as  the 
Secri,"|^y  bad  lo  presume  upon  a  minimum  for 
the  b^^s  of  hi.  calculations.  Taking,  then,  for 
the  t*jt»s  about  six  millions  as  the  quarter-yearly 
revej|r^i  arising,  from  the  customs,  it  will  be  found 
that. ^i  shall  n|H.  at  any  future  period,  want  the 
moncAlirising  from  the  internal  duties.  If  we 
take^4ir  millions  for  the  basis,  still  the  same 
resui^ tallows,  ihat  the  internal  taxes  will  be  un- 

W^m  we  se«;  that  in  one  year  the  estimates  of 
the  .  i^isury  have  fallen  short  by  thirteen  mil- 
Uona^ii^ye  we  jnot  more  than  probable  cause  to 
sUf^P'C}  -'iinilafc  inaccuracies  in  future?  And 
does'ljjj  this  faft  strengthen  the  view  which  has 
been  ^cn  in  ijpposition  to  the  Secretary's  re- 
port V  lEvidenrje  which  fails  in  one  point,  may 
justl»^|>e  suppfised  to  fail  in  another.  And 
seeiDJi  -we  werj-  told,  last  year,  that  the  taxes 
were>^cesiiary.and  now  find  that  they  were  not. 
ot  be-  eipected  that  we  would  concur 
eitheir  with  the  Secretary,  or  with  gen- 
this  floor,  that  the  taxes  ought  to  be 
contif.i^d.  Nrt,  sir.  the  more  1  reflect  on  the 
subject*  the  m^re  I  hear  it  discussed  Id  this 
Hous%^he  morf  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
that  ilie  taxes  can  be  discontinued,  and 
„ress  hould  immediately  adopt  mea- 
suies'jLv  that  purpose. 

Anjiiiier  obje-tion  against  keeping  up  internal 
taxes;*!  time  of  peace,  may  be  deduced  from  the 
formW  our  Government  and  the  nature  of  our 
peopi^  The  learned  expositors  of  the  Constiiu- 
iion^Jt.the  letters  signed  Publiiu.  have  said,  that 
theOKreral  Government  should  not  calculate  on 
any  c  rtsiderabU  revenues  from  internal  taxation. 
This  ^j^rce  mar  yield  supplies  in  cases  of  great 
emerijicy,  but  never  was  intended  as  a  perma- 
nent Ajorae  to  che  General  Government. 

lQ^«i/iat  does  a  Republican  Government,  like 
ours  f^terially  differ  from  the  rotten  institutions 
of  EryJvi)e,  if  Doiin  the  cheapness  with  which  it  is 
coa(t'?»^ed,  and  the  exemption  of  its  citizens  from 
taxatjui  ?  If  a  Republic  is  to  be  preserved  pure 
and  ij{»iontamiiiated  in  its  principles,  let  the  peo- 
ple ii?\^r  be  taxed  beyond  what  is  absolutely  ne- 
cess;vp«*to  the  management  of  their  affairs  iu  a  \  cul 
chea^t,  slain,  and  economical  way.  Never  permit 
the  ]yv^le  to  be  broken  into  taxation,  as  was  for- 
ciblyC>iid  the  other  day,  by  the  gentleman  from 
VirfiiiBfi,  (Mr.  Randolph.)  If  they  should  be 
brok^'into  taxation;  if  they  become  oppressed 
wiiL  ifapositioos  of  this  sort,  they  cannot  feel 
gteac^  attached  to    their  Government,  merely 

•  » 


on  account  of  its  being  called  a  Republic.  If 
the  time.  sir.  should  ever  arrive,  when  ihe  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  are  galled  with  the 
yoke  of  taxation  ;  when  their  high-minded  love 
of  freedom  shall  have  been  efl'ectually  assailed 
through  that  means,  ray  word  for  it,  they  will 
be  indifferent  to  any  change  which  may  be  at- 
tempted by  the  designing.  Suppose  they  were 
taxed  in  proportion  to  their  wealth  and  popula- 
tion, or  as  excessively  as  the  subjects  of  Eu- 
ropean Governments.  Could  they,  1  ask,  give  so 
unbounded  a  preference  to  their  own  Government 
over  all  others  as  they  now  do?  No,  sir.  they 
could  not.  And,  believe  me,  when  I  say.  that  if 
the  citizens  of  our  Republic  were  as  much  loaded 
with  taxes  as  the  subjects  of  other  Governments, 
they  would,  firobably,  nay.  perhaps,  certainly, 
entertain  as  little  regard  tor  it,  as  these  subjects 
do  for  the  Governments  under  which  it  is  their 
misfortune  to  live. 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  we  ought  to  con- 
tinue the  taxes  for  the  sake  of  the  system;  that  this 
system  operates  as  a  chain  to  bind  the  affections 
of  the  people  to  the  Government  ;  that  when  the 
Government  ceases  to  lay  taxes,  the  people  cease 
to  feel  the  power  by  which  they  are  protected,  and, 
ot  course,  cease  to  have  reverence  and  affection  for 
the  Government!  All  of  this  is  repugnant  to 
the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and  experience. 
The  best  way  to  attach  the  citizens  to  the  Gov- 
ernment IS,  to  keep  your  hands  out  of  their  pock- 
ets ;  to  permit  them  to  walk  abroad  in  their  own 
majesty,  free  from  importunity,  solicitation,  or 
demand  ;  and  upon  this  point  experience  speaks 
with  wonted  authority.  The  Administration  of 
Mr.  Adams  was  distinguished  for  a  number  of 
taxes.  Mr.  Jefferson  succeeded  him.  and  abolished 
those  taxes.  To  which  of  these  Administrations 
did  the  people  yield  their  contidence  and  support  ? 
According  to  the  doctrines  advanced  they  must 
have  loved  Mr.  Adams  and  his  Administration, 
more  than  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  Administration, 
in  proportion  as  they  were  taxed  by  the  former 
more  than  the  latter.  But  the  history  of  those 
limes  amply  testifies  to  the  contrary.  Nothing 
appears  more  preposterous  than  the  idea  that  we 
must  keep  on  the  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
the  people  know  and  feel  the  power  by  which 
they  are  protected.  The  people  will  always  know 
you  as  well,  and  respect  you  much  more  highly, 
if  you  do  not  teaze  them  constantly  for  a  portion 
of  their  earnings. 

In  this  system  of  revenue,  we  were  obliged  to 
employ  a  host  of  otficers,  who  live  on  the  vitals 
of  thi  community,  who  do  not  add  anything  to 
the  productive  labor  of  the  country,  but  fatten  on 
the  substance  of  others.  The  great,  leading,  and 
substantial  interest  of  this  country  is  that  of  agri- 
culture. This  interest,  described  by  an  author 
of  no  inferior  reputation,  as  the  nurse  of  the  hu- 
man race,  the  source  of  health,  plenty,  and  inno- 
cent pleasures  ;  the  preserver  of  morals,  and  the 
school  of  the  virtues,  ought  to  be  encouraged  and 
promoted  above  all  others.  But  this  host  of  offi- 
cers, instead  of  being  thus  engaged,  instead  of 
contributing  anything  to  the  wealth  of  the  coun- 
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are  growing  rich  upon  the  hard  earnings  and 
frugal  savings  of  the  laborer.  Can  it  be  consistent 
with  our  interest  as  a  people,  but  more  particu- 
larly with  our  interest  as  a  nation  of  agricultur- 
ists, that  these  things  should  be  permitted  to  exist, 
when  not  indispensably  necessary  1  For  my 
part  I  never  look  at  the  collectors  of  internal  du-  \ 
tie?,  without  emotions  which  I  shall  not  under-] 
take  to  describe.  i 

The  expense  of  collecting  the  internal  duties 
is  another  item  which  ough^  not  to  escape  notice. 
From  the  returns  which  have  been  made,  it  ap-  | 
pears   that  the   expense  of  collecting   is,  to  the  j 
amount  received,  as  one  to  ten  ;  that  the  expense  i 
of  collecting  the   customs  is.  to  the  amount  re-  ■ 
ceived.  as  one  to  a  hundred.     Now,  sir.  would  it 
it  not  be  better  to  draw  our  revenue  entirely  from  I 
the  customs,  which  are  so  much   more  easy  and  ; 
cheap  in  the  collection,  than  the  internal  duties  ? 
If,  for  this  purpose,  it  be  necessary  to  modify  the 
tariff,   let   us  do  so.     Let  us  raise  the  duty  on 
some   articles,  and  lower   it  on  others,  so  as  to 
produce  a  greater  revenue  than  we  now  receive, 
and  equal   to  any  deficiency   which   may  result 
from  the  abolition  of  internal  tates. 

Sir,  we  were  called  upon  the  other  day  to  ap- 
propriate three  thousand  dollars  as  a  salary  lo  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue.    He  received  only 
this  sum  when   he  supervised  the  collection  ot 
seven  or  eight  millions  internal  revenue.   He  now 
also  receives  that  sum  for  supervising  the  collec- 
tion of  only  two  or  three  millions.     This  feature 
in  the  system  of  internal  taxes  is  perhaps  quite 
as  odious  as  any  other.     Mr.  Smith,  no  doubt,  is 
a  very    faithful  and  deserving   officer  ;  he  may 
be  as  well  entitled  to  receive  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, as  any  other  man  would  be.  under  similar 
circumstances;  but,  sir,    no   man   who  deserves 
only  threethousand  dollars  for  supervising  thecol- 
lection  of  seven  or  eight  millions,  can  be  entitled 
to  the  same   salary  when  he  supervises  the  col- 
lection of  only  two  or  three  millions.     The  same 
fact,  I  imagine,  obuins  throughout  the  whole  sys- 
tem.   You  may  reduce  the  amount  of  tax  on  the 
people,  but  you  cannot   make   a   correspondent 
reduction  of  salary  to  the  oflicers;  all  of  them 
must  live. 

Some  of  the  uxes  1  know  to  be  oppressive  on 
the  people,  and  for  that  reason  I  should  endeavor 
to  repeal  them.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Caluou.n)  said  the  taxes  were  not  op- 
pressive; that  we  had  received  no  petition*  re- 
questing a  modification  or  repeal  of  any  of  them. 
Gentlemen  urged  the  other  day.  in  debate,  that 
instructions  from  the  people  were  not  binding  on 
the  Representative.  If  instructions  would  not 
be  obligatory  on  gentlemen,  I  should  suppose  the 
people  would  have  a  very  poor  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, when  they  presented  themselves  to  this 
House  in  the  character  of  humble  supplicants. 
But,  sir.  It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  receive 
petitions  before  we  can  know  that  a  particalar 
law,  or  a  general  system  of  laws,  operates  a  griev- 
ance on  the  community.     Why  has  the  Consti- 


the  States  from  which  thev  come?  and  why  is 


it  a  law.  either  statutory  or  common  in  the  States, 
that  each  member  shall  have  his  residence  in  the 
district  he  represents  ?  It  is  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  each  Representative  to  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  interests,  feelings,  and  wishes 
of  his  constituents.  By  visiting  tTiem  when  he 
returns  home,  and  by  talking  with  them,  he  finds 
out  the  bearing  wliich  any  measure  may  have  on 
their  welfare.  It  is  from  knowledge,  thus  ac- 
quired, that  a  true  and  faithtui  Representative 
must  act,  much  more  than  fronupeiitions.  Sup- 
pose I  were  to  receive  a  petition  from  my  district, 
complaining  of  the  excise,  would  I  be  better  able 
to  act  from  the  information  thus  furnished,  than 
from  personal  conver.sation  wiih  my  neighbors 
and  acquaintances  during  the  recess  ?  Sir,  I  think 
information  acquired  in  the  latter  way  more  en- 
titled to  credit,  and  I  should  certainly  give  it  the 
preference,  were  it  to  come  in  conflict  with  a 
petition. 

But  I  make  these  remarks  merely  to  show  the 
gentleman  trom  South  Carolina,  and  others  who 
may  think  with  him,  that  I  do  not  consider  it  ne- 
cessary to    be   burdened   with    petitions,  before  I 
should  feel  it  a  duty  to  interpose  for  the  relief  of 
those  whom  I  represent  in  this  House.     The  ex- 
cise  I   know    to   be  oppressive,  -both    as    to    the 
amount  of  duty  imposed  on  stills,  and  as  to  the 
inconvenience  to  which  the  people  are  subjected 
in  obtaining  a  license.     In  the  first  place,  the  ten- 
dency of  the  law  is  to  throw  the  whole  business 
into   the    hands  of  capitalists.     The  owners   of 
small  establishments  cannot  compete  with  those 
who  carry  on  great  distilleries  ;  a  tax  on  the  gal- 
lon would,  therefore,   be   much   more    equitable 
than  the  one  which  exists  on   the  capacity.     It 
likewise  appears  to  be  an  extraordinary  provision 
in   the  law,  that,  after  a  distiller  has  paid  for  a 
license,  he  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  retail  a  less 
quantity  of  spirits  than  i  ne  gallon.     You  may 
rightfully  impose  a  duty  on  the  manufacturing  of 
commodities ;  but  it  is  extremely  rigid  to  prohibit 
the  citizen  from  retailing  his  commodities  when 
manufactured,    in    whatever  quantities   he  may 
choose.     By  this  law  the  owners  of  small  estab- 
lishments are  frequently  prevented  from  raising 
the  money  with   which  to  pay  the  tax  on  stills. 
The  owner  of  a  cloth  factory  may  be  called  upon 
to  pay  a  duty  on  his  machinery,  but  I  imagine  it 
would  be  thought  a  strange  provision  in  the  law, 
if  he  were  restrained  from  selling  one,  two,  or 
three  yards  at  a  time. 

The  law,  as  to  its  object,  is  unfair  and  oppres- 
sive upon  many  portions  of  our  country.  Dis- 
tilled spirits  are  the  staple  commodity  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States;  and  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  Congress  have  just  the  same  right  to  tax 
the  tobacco  of  Virginia,  the  cotton  of  South  Car- 
olina and  Georgia,  or  the  sugar  ot  Louisiana,  as 
the  whiskey  of  any  other  quarter  of  the  country. 
The  tax  operates  with  peculiar  pressure  on  those 
parts  distantly  situated  from  market,  while  it  is 
not  felt  in  those  near  tiie  seaboard.     It  is.  there- 
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the  X^ifoer.  &iJcb  advantages,  givea  by  ft  law  to 
oae  |j(^t:oa  of  ihe  community  over  any  other  por- 
lioa,  ^ght  to  form  a  sufficient  objection  to  the 
la.w  iff-lf  to  produce  its  repeal. 

A?i*  the  duty  on  carriages,  on  auctions,  and 
stanpfil^  it  affects  materially  but  few  portions  of 
the^ifte  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
Wew»<t  only  Tor  my  individual  benefit  and  ac- 
conrtfijidation,  1  should  not  be  very  anxious  to 
etfe?c  ^|ie  repeal  of  those  duties.  But,  sir.  if  one 
or  twi>3f  thenr.  bt-  taken  off,  the  revenue  arising 


a  member  of  the  representative  branch  of  our 
Government,  and  anxious  to  see  it  raised  to  that 
degree  of  favor  which  it  merits  in  the  esiimatioa 
of  the  people,  I  shall  vote  for  an  immediate  re- 
peal of  the  system  of  internal  taxes.  It  seems  to 
be  admitted  by  some  that  the  taxes  cannot  exist 
many  years  to  come.  Why  not,  then,  accomplish 
the  work  at  the  present  session  ?  Why  wait  for 
the  President  to  say,  'Repeal  the  taxes  ?"  Why 
not  rather  anticipate  him  in  announcing  relief  to 
the   people?     Gentlemen  say  that  Congress  has 


frona  i^e  others  would  scarcely  justify  a  contin-  ,  ceased  to  be  as  important  and  gracious  in  the  eye 
uanr»ii)f  the  system;  and  as  i  have  no  wish  to  of  the  people  as  it  formerly  was;  that  many 
see  -tii*!  rest  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  i  causes  have  conspired  to  depress  its  character 
loa(ii|«rith  taxes,  while  my  constituents  are  free  i  and  to  render  it  less  an  object  of  favor  than  here-' 
from  jnem,  I  am,  for  this  reason,  prepared  to  vote  ;  tofore.  It  is  lamentable,  indeed,  if  this  be  the 
an  enjjfe  repeal  of  the  system.  j  fact;  but  we  ourselves  are  to  blame.     We  have 

A-o^ctier  reason  inducing  a  wish  to  repeal  the  |  been  too  much  in  the  habit  of  waiting  for  Execu- 
tazeu^  this  tinrie,  is,  that  it  would  probably  make  j  live  recommendation,  before  we  would  presume 
the  ;r»iresentative  branch  of  the  Government  to  adopt  any  measure  which  was  likely  to  render 
morf  Mceptabje  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation  than  it  ,  us  acceptable  to  the  nation  ;  while  the  odium  of 
now  ^\  The  ijest  writers  on  the  British  Consti-  |  every  improper  or  unpopular  measure  was  sure 
tutiuqjtay.  that;the  tendency  of  that  Government  i  to  be  levelled  against  us.  Let  us.  then,  at  the 
is  to  f  fconcentrition  of  all  power  in  the  King.  '  present  session,  act  a  part  which  becomes  us;  let 
Sorat^.^enilerae:!  of  great  research  and  profound  j  us  convince  the  nation  and  the  world  that  we, 
thou::4i,  in  our  country,  have  said  that  the  ten-  |  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  are  independ- 
ent of  Executive  will;  that  we  will  pursue  the 
interests  of  our  constituents,  even  without  Presi- 
dential recommendation.  But,  sir,  if  we  adopt  a 
contrary  course ;  if  we  wait  to  be  dictated  to  by  the 
Executive;  if  we  suspend  our  own  opinions  till 
his  fiat  be  proclaimed,  then  we  shall  realize  the 
condition  of  which  we  now  only  behold  the  pros- 
pect, and  to  which  we  see  only  the  tendency,  that 
IS,  the  concentration  of  all  power  in  the  Execu- 
tive, and  the  depression  of  the  representative 
branch  of  our  Government.  Miserable,  indeed, 
will  be  the  fate  of  our  country,  if  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  should,  by  an  improvident  use 
or  improper  forbearance  of  the  powers  with  which 
they  are  intrusted,  bring  upon  themselves  such 
annihilation. 

The  last,  but  not  the  least  reason  with  me  for 

repealing  the  taxes,  is,  that  it  may  become  neces- 

,  sary  to  reduce  the  Army.     For  my  own  part,  I 

Houf.»r|^    It  would  b&  rebounded  from  one  end  of  j  think  the  taxes  may  be  taken  off,  and  the  Army 


mM  in 
dency|,f  this  Crovernment  is  to  a  concentration 
ofatl*|>ower  i^s  the  Executive.  It,  indeed,  re- 
quiri;sl|Ut  a  parnal  acquaintance  witli  the  history 
of  ther>reseni  dny,  to  be  convinced  that  the  Ex- 
ecut|T»  .branch  _of  the  Government  threatens  to 
swal.}(i4  up  all  .he  rest.  Gentlemen  have  admit- 
ted, jDflebaie.  ofi  this  floor,  the  existence  of  this 
fact,i«'ih  much  apparent  regret,  and  have  ex- 
hortf^whe  House  to  adopt  such  measures  as  would 
be  likt>iy  to  counteract  Presidential  influence.  It 
is  for  i^ys  reaso.i,  then,  that  I  would  repeal  the 
acts  jqipiosing  it^ternal  dutie?.  Let  me  ask.  if  the 
~  It  had  recommended  the  repeal,  whether 

^^uld  he,  such  opposition  to  the  measure 
^Ave  witijessed  7  No,  sir.  1  feel  justified 
^ig,  that  i«f  the  President  had  advised  it, 
)uld  be  -carcely  a  dissenting  voice.  But 
;ould  be  ihe  consequence  of  such  a  meas- 
,  Jin   the  character  and  reputation   of  this 


the  coijinent  tc  the  other  by  the  friends  of  the 
E*eon|»ve,  that'he  deserved  all  the  praise  for  al- 
lev>ia:i%g  the  burdens  of  the  people;  that  his  su- 
perior iij^resight,  penetration,  and  love  of  country, 
ha^  Ij^^^ted  out  )hat  wise  and  beneficent  measure. 
In  th^,^<[tate  of  tbe  case,  the  President  would  have 
mortj.i?  the  prMse  and  gratitude  of  the  nation 
than  ^|was  eniitled  to  receive,  while  Congress 


woul 


■J        ~        W-«Q, 

regarded  rather  as  instruments  in 


the 


permitted  to  remain  at  the  present  number  of  ten 
thousand.  But  I  am  conscious,  that  so  long  as 
we  continue  to  raise  money  and  vote  supplies, 
there  will  be  no  disposition  either  to  practise 
economy,  or  curtail  any  of  the  expensive  estab- 
lishments which  now  exist.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
some  gentlemen  that,  with  the  existing  Military 
Establishment,  it  would  be  improper  to  dispense 
with  the  taxes.     I  wish  it  therefore  (by  repealing 


hands  if  the  Elecutive,  than  as  the  immediate  ,  the  taxes)  to  become  necessary  in  the  opinion  of 
agentrlJ  the  pfujple,  laboring  exclusively  for  the  I  those  gentlemen  to  reduce  the  Army.  This  part 
good^hose  whom  they  represented.  As  a  mem-  I  of  the  subject  is  as  important  as  any  which  can 
ber  o-ivfiis  House  1  would  prefer  voting  for  a  re-  j  or  will  come  before  Congress  at  this  or  any  other 
peal  rg,?he  taxe*  before  it  was  recommended  by  I  session.  It  involves  a  principle  of  politics  which 
the  P  jiideat,  r.-|ther  than  afterwards  ;  because,  appeared  at  one  time  to  be  settled,  but  which  now 
li  yoa«[farry  a  :epeal  without,  or  even  against  [  appears  again  to  be  in  doubt.  It  is  ray  opinion 
Execo^ye  recommendaticn.  you  will  tnen  come  '  that  the  Army  ought  to  be  reduced  to  six  ihous- 
in  foiaj share  01  that  praise  which  would  attach  |  and  ;  first,  because  standing  armies  in  time  of 
^°  \^^\  ie^ident  3lone,  if  he  had  recommended  j  peace  have  ever  been  held  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ih^  qv,  i^nre.  ^jt  as  an  individual,  then,  but  as  |  ties  of  a  free  people;  and,  secondly,  because  of 
'   "^'  i  * 
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the.  unnecessary  expense  to  which  we  are  sub-  | 
jected  by  supporting  an  army  of  ten  thousand. 

What.  sir.  was  the  language  held  by  our  falh-  I 
ers,  who  achieved  the  independence  of  their  coun- 
try, and  who,  as  they  knew  be<:t  how  to  acquire 
liberty,  also  knew  best  how  to  maintain  it  ?    They  | 
universally,  when  called  upon  for  an  opinion,  said  | 
that  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace  were  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  a  free  people,  and  ought  ^ 
not  to  be  allowed.     So  sacred  was  this  principle,  i 
that  it  was  inserted  in  the  constitutions  of  most, 
if  not  all  of  the  Stales.     In  the  constitution  of 
North  Carolina.  I  know  there  is  a  provision  to  this 
effect.     The  same,  I  believe,  will  be  found  in  the 
constitutions  of  all  the  States;  but.  as  there  are 
gentlemen  present  from  the  several  States,  ihey 
will  correct  me  if  I  should  be  wrong.     Our  fore- 
fathers, Mr.  Speaker,  were   not  to  be  scared  at 
shadows— they  had  braved  the  direful  effects  of 
British   vengeance;    they   had   rode   in    triumph 
through  the  storms  of  war;  they  had  conquered 
the  independence  of  their  country— and  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  they  would  be  so  terrified  at 
a  mere   phantom   as  to  guard  against  it  by  the 
solemn  provisions  of  the  Constitution.     I  speak 
therefore  in  the  language  of  wisdom,  because  it 
is  the  language  of  the  sages  and  heroes  of  the  Rev- 
olution, when  I  say  that  standing  armies  in  time 
of  peace  are  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  a  free 
people,  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed.     In  corrob- 
oration of  this  truth,  I  can  refer  you  to  the  history 
of  all  Governments    What  enabled  Caesar  to  over- 
throw the  Government  of  Rome,  or  Cromwell 
that  of  England,  but  a  standing  army  ?     Or  what, 
in  more  modern  times,  enabled  Bonaparte  to  des- 
olate the  fairest  portion  of  Europe,  but  a  stand- 
ing array,  and  the  diffusion  of  an  ardent,  restless, 
mHiiary  spirit?     Sir.  if  I  had  no  other  evidence 
of  this  truth  than  the  mere  dictum  of  the  sages 
and  heroes  of  the  Rtfvolution.  I  would  yield  ray 
assent  to  it ;  but,  when  it  comes  to  us  in  the  shape 
of  a  solemn  Constitational  provision,  and  when 
that  provision  is  strengthened  and  confirmed  by 
all  the  evidence  which  history  affords.  I  should 
think  myself  worse  than  a  sceptic  to  withhold 
assent. 

It  has.  sir,  been  well  remarked  by  a  writer  of 
great  reputation,  that  man  is  very  much  a  crea- 
ture of  habit — that  he  often  acts  from  habit  more 
than  reflection.  Hence  the  necessity  of  forming 
correct  habits,  by  resorting  at  first  to  the  dictate;, 
of  sound  reason  and  dispassionate  judgment.  It 
is  with  governments  as  with  individuals  ;  for 
governments  are  operated  upon — are  put  in  mo- 
tion— by  the  principles  of  the  men  who  adminis- 
ter them.  If  standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  the 
health  and  well-being  of  a  government,  we  should 
as  carefully  avoid  keeping  ihem  in  existence,  as 
we  should  avoid,  in  our  private  capacity,  the  for- 
mation of  bad  habits.  If  Government  should  con- 
tinue a  standing  army,  the  alarming  tendencies, 
the  frightful  consequences,  of  such  an  establish- 
ment, will  at  length  become  familiar  to  us,  and 
we  shall  be  lulled  into  security  amidst  even  the 
most  ihreaiening  danger.  To  avoid  then  a  habit 
of  fondness  for  a  standing  array,  we  should  always 


in  time  of  peace  bring  it  down  to  the  minimum 
of  what  may  be  needful.     In  war  we  must  neces- 
sarily have  men  to  combat  the  enemy,  but  as  soon 
as  war  is  over  we  should  recollect  the  maxim 
transmitted  to  us  by  our  forefathers;  we  should 
consider  that  in  time  of  peace  an  army  is  danger- 
ous, and  immediately   reduce   it  as  low  as  tbe 
situation  and  circumstances  of  the  country  will 
permit.     I  would  not  be  understood  to  intimate, 
in  the  most  distant  manner,  that  any  of  our  oflS- 
cers  and  soldiers  at  present  would  endanger  the 
liberties  of  our  country.     No,  sir,  such  is  not  my 
meaning,  and  I  beg  the  House  not  to  believe  me 
as  conveying  the  most  distant  idea  of  the  kind. 
The  present  Army  has  neither  the  numbers  nor 
the  disposition  to  engage  in  so  unhallowed  a  work. 
AH  I  contend  for,  is  this:  that  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  should  not,  in 
opposition  to  the  advice  of  our  forefathers,  ac- 
quire a   habit  of  fondness   for   and  dependence 
upon  a  standing  army;  that,  to  avoid  this  habit, 
11  should  be  a  settled  rule,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
reduce  the  Army  as  low  as  the  situation  of  the 
country  will  permit ;  that  the  question  should  not 
be.  how  many  men  can  we  retain  in  the  service, 
but  how  many  can  we  dispense  with  ? — that  we 
should  not  keep  in  service  as  many  as  possible, 
but  as  few  as  possible.     Now,  sir,  I  ask  whether 
it  is  necessary  to  continue  in  service  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men?     In  ray  judgment,  it  is  not. 
We  want  just  so  many  men  as  will  garrison  our 
posts  and   fortifications.     I   hold   in  ray  hand  a 
statement,  from  which  it  will  appear  that  a  little 
upwards  of  six  thousand  men  will  be  araply  suffi- 
cient for  this  purpose  ;  any  greater  number  iii- 
volving  a  risk  of  contracting  that  dangerous  habit 
of  fondness  for  a  standing  army,  to  which  I  have 
alluded.     The  indulgence  of  the  House  will,  I 
trust,  be  extended  to  me,  while  I  read  the  state- 
ment :  it  was   furnished  by  one  in  whose   mili- 
tary knowledge  I  have  the  utmost  confidence.     If 
gentlemen  are  not  equally  disposed  to  confide  in 
It,  they  have  only  to  produce  other  statements, 
and  the  candor  and  intelligence  of  the  House  will 
determine  between  us. 

[Mr.  W.  then  read  to  the  House  the  number, 
situation,  and  names,  of  our  forts  and  other  public 
works,  and  the  number  and  description  of  force 
necessary  to  be  placed  in  each,  as  follows: 

Fort  Hawkins. — At  this  fort  one  company  of  infan- 
try is  necessary,  to  prevent  the  white  people  from  in- 
truding on  the  Indians,  and  also  to  preserve  the  factory 
established  for  the  purposes  of  trade. 

Town  of  Savannah — One  company  of  artillery  to 
keep  the  fort  in  repair ;  the  cannon  and  small  arms  in 
order;  and  also  to  aid  the  revenue  ofBcers,  if  occasion 
should  require. 

Charleston.— At  Charleston  there  are  Fort  Moultrie, 
Fort  Johnson,  and  Castle  Pinkney.  At  these  places 
two  companies  of  artillery  will  be  necessary,  for  the 
same  purposes  as  at  Savannah. 

Fort  Johnson,  below  Wilmington,  in  North  Caro- 
lina.—The  works  at  this  place  are  very  unimportant, 
and  scarcely  merit  the  attention  of  a  garrison  ;  but,  to 
swell  the  estimate,  we  will  assign  to  that  fort  one  com- 
pany of  artillery. 

Norfolk.— Fort  Nelson  and   Fort  Norfolk   are  the 
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oirfv-  wprks.  T^re  may  be  a  water  battery  on  Cra- 
nipy jAnd,  ereck?J  during  the  war,  but  it  is  not  neces- 
8»rh1  Ig^nigon  it  in  time  of  peace.  At  these  works 
twci;  *npanicg  pf  artillery  may  be  necessary  to  keep 
tlieti'  <  repair ;  ip  preserve  the  cannon,  small  wms,  and 
mu*i*n«  of  wa>  ;  and  occasionally  to  aid  the  revenue 
otfif ,  ar  as  at  bar',  annah. 

hty^fiaoTt — Pijrt  McHenry.  One  company  of  artii- 
lery^",)*  the  sanie  purposes. 

I^fcil:»d€lphia->r.\iud  or  SuUivan's  Fort.  One  com- 
P*^  tf  ^^^^^^y\  fo"^  ^^c  same  purposes. 

^J-4*  York. — ilere  there  is  a  fort  called  Castle  Wil- 
lianj-  &lh  two  ot  three  other  forts,  the  names  of  which 
are  !*  J»  recollecjed,  and  which  are  not  material.  At 
the«i'^jace8  thr^e  companies  of  artillery  would  do  the 
o^l'i^rV  garrisoji  duties,  but  we  will  say  four. 

<Ifc*yort,  Rhvde  Island. — Fort  Trumbull,  it  is  be- 
li'-vj-iV^js  the  n^.me  of  the  works.  At  this  place  one 
conj;,-py  of  artillery  may  be  necessary. 

.^n. — Th»^  name  of  the  works  unknown;  but, 
extent  i>f  them,  as  generally  understood,  two 
les  of  arfUIery  will  be  quite  sufficient. 
'  LondoDy  Connecticut — One  company  of  artil- 


jburg. — Rouse's  Point,  near  Plattsburg,  is  in 
fhborhooj  of  Isle  dc  IVoii,  in  Lower  Canada; 
»ome*unguarded  moment  the  enemy  might 
[;  make  a- dash  upon  it,  we  will  assign  to  this 
plac*  i  i  o  compufnies  of  artillery  and  two  of  infantry. 
^*-'»^"  "  Har*k)r — one  company  of  artillery. 
>(i,|;^!ira — On»{  company  of  artillery. 
L^^Sit  and  it»ilependencies,  .Mackinaw,  Green  Bay, 
and'if  Uicago.— I'ort  Detroit,  three  companies  of  infan- 
try "xi^  one  coripany  of  artillery  ;    Fort  .Mackinaw, 
threi^'i'^ai panics  (-.f  infantry  and  a  subaltern's  command 
of  a««^|^ry  ;    Grren  Hay,  two  companies  of  infantry 
and  l^^ribaltern'l  command  of  artillery  ;   Chicago,  two 
com^jif^es  of  infKntry.     It  is  necessary  there  should  be 
a  la^4)(  force  at   Detroit  than  the  other  places,  for  the 
pur^N^of  escorting  supplies  of  provisions  and  muni- 
tioni(  #iwar  to  Mackinaw,  Green  Bay,  and  Chicago. 

S\f  ^.^uis  and  5ls  dependencies,  Fort  Edwards,  Fort 
.\rn^^,'.Jng,  Fori  Crawford,  Fort  Clarke,  Fort  Osage, 
andy  tiil'tto  be  e^ablished  on  the  .Vrkansas. — To  these 
placf'.i'i^ay  be  aafrigned  ten  companies  of  riflemen  and 
oneW  frtillery,  tii  be  disposed  of  as  follows,  viz :  Fort 
Edv/i»^,  one  co^npany  of  riflemen  ;  Fort  Armstrong, 
twoyi>(apanies  0;' nflemen  and  a  subaltern's  command 
ofaMiiOry;  For\  Crawford,  three  companies  of  nfle- 
m«n«^s^  a  tutiltem's  command  of  artillery ;  Fort 
Cldri;T^,*>ne  coui;iiny  of  riflemen  ;  Fort  Osage,  one  com- 
pany 'yf  nflemeq  ;  the  fort  to  be  established  on  the 
.^rk^i^|8,  one  ct mpany  of  riflemen;  the  depot  at  St. 
LoutJ>lae  coiup.ioy  of  riflemen ; — and  the  residue  of 
the  fujjlery  to  J.eep  the  stores  in  retdiness,  and  to 
e«coJ«*»  ipplies  t»'  the  outp«.«tiJ.  when  necessary. 

F^^Va»hlng[•lon,  on  the  Potomac — One  company 

N?t^  Orleans  and  dependencies,  Fort  St.  Philip, 
ForllL; Charles,  Fort  St.  John,  Fort  Petite  Coquille.— 
Fouj'^-jmpenieh  of  artillery  will  be  entirely  sufficient 
to  %f\i  ifon  these  places. 

Meliile — Two  companies  of  artillery. 
T*n^  little  forts  in  the  Creek  nation,  viz :   Fort  Jack- 
sou,  Kh.  Decatirr,  Fort  Williams,  Fort  Crawford,  «kc., 
art  ct^^dered  a*worthy  of  notice,  because  the  Indians 
arc  c.vjJpletely  tobdued.     The  country  is  fast  settlinr, 
ai;J  ilrte  places  will  be  ot  no  use. 
jIt  ^^  be  necf'ssary  to  establish  a  fort  on  the  Appa- 
A* 
>•• 
>•. 


lachicola,  at  or  near  the  Spanish  Kne,  where  one  cote- 
pany  of  artillery  will  answer  e%ery  object  the  Govern- 
ment can  propose.] 

The  statement  exhibited  to  the  House  had  gone 
very  much  into  detail,  and  Mr.  VV.  said  he  must 
apologize  for  having  so  long  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentlemen.  Ii  appeared  to  him  ne- 
cessary that  a  statement  of  the  kind  should  show 
the  different  positions  of  the  garrisons,  and  the 
various  uses  to  which  they  must  be  applied.  If 
this  were  done,  those  not  inclined  to  a  reduction 
of  the  Army  could  more  easily  point  out  the  errors 
contained  in  any  statements  made  to  the  House 
and  he  hoped  this  consideration  would  justify 
him  for  having  consumed  so  much  time  by  mi- 
nute details  ofihis  part  of  the  subject.  It  is  ob- 
vious from  this  statement  that  an  array  contain- 
ing about  six  thousand  two  hundred  men  will  be 
entirely  adequate  to  every  purpose.  He  must, 
then,  in  the  seriousness  and  soberness  of  the  most 
heartfelt  conviction  say,  that  the  Army  should  be 
reduced  ;  that  he  would  adopt  the  maxim  thai 
standing  armies  in  lime  of  peace  were  dangerous 
to  liberty,  and  that  no  act  of  his  should  ever  in- 
duce the  Government  to  form  a  habit  different 
from  that  maxim  by  continuing  in  service  a 
greater  number  than  is  absolutely  wanted.  This, 
he  said,  is  the  point  to  which  we  should  always 
go,  and  beyond  which  we  ought  never  to  pass, 
because  the  least  extravagance  in  this  matter  in- 
volves the  most  dangerous  consequences. 

But  gentlemtu  contend  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  reduce  the  Army  in  the  present  unset- 
tled state  of  the  world.  Sir,  I  consider  their  fears 
on  this  head  as  perfectly  visionary  j  for  we  can- 
not, I  think,  entertain  apprehensions  of  another 
war  within  any  short  time.  On  the  Canada  froa- 
tier,  Great  Britain  is  the  weaker  Power  in  rela- 
tion to  the  United  States.  She  cannot  act  with 
such  a  want  of  wisdom,  with  so  much  precipita- 
tion, as  to  commence  war  upon  us  in  that  quarter. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  Spain  on  our  south- 
western frontier;  in  addition  to  which  the  state 
of  her  South  American  provinces  will  be  most 
ample  security  for  her  pacific  dispositions.  It  is 
nut  likely,  therefore,  that  hosiiliuei  will  be  com- 
menced against  us  in  any  part  of  our  territories, 
so  as  to  make  it  necessary  that  we  should  retain 
in  service  more  than  a  Peace  Establishment. 

There  is  one  other  point  of  view  in  which  this 
subject  ought  to  be  considerei,  and  in  which  it 
becomes  a  matter  of  good  policy,  if  not  of  impe- 
rious duty,  to  reduce  the  Army.  It  is.  that  a 
reduction  now  will  conduce  hereafter  to  the  more 
effectual  and  substantial  defence  of  the  country. 
I  well  know  that  it  is  invidious  to  draw  compari- 
sons, and  I  trust  not  to  be  understood  in  what  I 
shall  say  as  meaning  the  least  disparagement  to 
any  description  of  troops  during  thelaiewar; 
ihey  all  did  their  duty.  But  as  there  are  three 
degrees  of  comparison,  1  would  ask  whether  the 
ofiicers  and  soldiers  enlisted  a  long  time  prior  to 
the  late  war.  or  those  enlisted  immediately  before 
the  war  and  during  its  continuance,  won  the  bat- 
tles which  have  done  so  much  honor  to  the  coun 
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try  ?     Brown  and  Jackson,   and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  fought  under  their  banners,  were  not 
of  the  old  Military  Establishment.     It  is  a  rule 
which,  I  believe,  will  generally  hold  good  through- 
out the  late  war,  that   the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  new  Establishment  contributed  most  to  the 
defence  of  their  country.     The  same  remark  ap- 
plies to  the  troops  of  other  nations.     When  troops 
have  been  enlisted  just  so  long  as  to  be  perfectly 
disciplined  and   no  longer,  they  fight  best ;  after 
they  have  become  enervated  by  ail  the  irregulari 
lies  of  a  camp   lile,   they  are  not 
depended  on.     Taking,   then,   these  data,  it  be- 
comes both  a  duty  and  a   matter  of  wise  policy, 
in  regard  lo  the  future  defence  of  our  country,  to 
curtail  the  Army.     Suppose  we  remain  at  peace 
ten  years,  we  have  now  an   Army  oi  ten  regi- 
ments, costing  the  Government  annually  $500,000 
each.     If  we  reduce  the  number  to  five,  we  shall 
in  ten  years  save825,000.0<KD ;  if  we  continue  the 
additional   five,   we  shall   in    that  time  expend 
825,000,000.     These  §25,000,000  would  keep  in 
service  fifty  regiments  for  one  year,  or  twenty- 
five  regiments  for  two  year>.     Then,  by  reducing 
the  Army,  we  shall  at  the  end  of  ten  years  be 
able  to  employ  fifty  regiments  for   one  year,  or 
twenty-five   regiments  for  two  years.     Now,  sir, 
I  would  ask  whether,  by  reducing  the  Army,  we 
shall  not.  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  be  belter  able  to 
defend  the  country  with  fifty  regiments  or  with 
twenty-five,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  the  manner 
above  stated,  than  if  we  do  not  reduce  It,  and  at 
the  end  of  ten   years  have  only  the  ten  old  regi- 
ments, worn  out  and  enfeebled  by  all  ihe  irregu- 
larities of  a  camp  life,  and  in  the  experience  of 
every   country  not  so  much  to  be  relied  on  ?     I 
will  not  say  that  my  view  is  exactly  correct  in 
all  Its  details,  but  iliat  the  principle  of  it  is  true 
cannot  be  doubled.     Were  it.  therefore,  only  for 
the  purpose  of  saving   $25,000,000,  and  of  being 
thereby  belter  able  at  the  end  of  ten  years  to  de- 
fend the  country.  I  should   vote   lo  reduce  the 
Army.     But  when,  in  connexion  with  this  view 
of  the  case,  we  reflect  on  the  danger  of  a  standing 
Army  unnecessarily  large   in  tune  oj"  peace,  we 
should  not,  in  my  judgment,  hesitate  a  moment 
as  to  the  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued. 
But  gentlemen  say  the  Army  is  not  greater  now 


standing  armies  in  Europe  are  applicable  to  oor 
situation;  whereas  directly  the  contrary  is  the 
fact.  In  Europe,  great.  powCiful,  and  hostile  na- 
tions border  upon  each  other;  they  are  always 
disposed  to  take  an  advantage,  and  often  com- 
mence wars  without  permitting  their  adversaries 
to  have  any  notice  of  such  designs.  Bui  with  u.s. 
although  our  Government  is  composed  of  sepa- 
rate independent  sovereignties, yet  they  are  bound 
together  in  one  common  union  of  peace  and 
friendship.  We  are  separated  from  the  nations 
so  much  to  be  I  of  Europe,  the  only  Powers  thai  can  attack  us. 
by  an  ocean  of  immense  extent ;  no  war  can  be 
undertaken  against  us  without  giving  us  reason- 
able time  for  preparation.  The  maxims,  there- 
fore, in  favor  of  standing  armies  in  Europe  do  not 


apply  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  question  for  us  now  to  decide  is  not 
whether  the  Army  was  as  great  during  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Jeffer.son  as  il  is  at  present, 
but  whether  it  is  not  now  greater  than  necessary  ? 
I  have  produced  statements  to  support  the  affirm- 
ative 01  ihis  proposition,  and  I  call  upon  gentle- 
men 10  disprove  them.  If  it  can  be  shown  to  my 
satisfaction  that  the  present  establishment  of  ten 
thousand  is  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, I  pledge  you  my  word,  sir,  that  I  will  not 
vole  for  a  reduction.  Prove  this,  and  my  oppo- 
sition ceases  from  that  moment.  But.  believing 
thai  the  number  now  in  service  greatly  exceeds 
that  which  is  necessary.  I  must  persevere  in  the 
course  I  iiave  marked  out. 

I  will  now  conclude,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  re- 
marking to  the  House,  that  these  observations 
have  been  offered  not  out  of  any  respect  I  could 
entertain  for  the  calls  made  upon  me  by  different 
gentlemen  when  this  subject  was  slightly  agita- 
ted on  Friday  last.  For  those  calls,  sir,  I  could 
not  possibly  feel  any  respect,  and  my  remarks  at 
present  have  been  submitted  to  the  House  from 
a  sense  of  duty  to  myself  and  to  ihe  nation,  more 
than  from  any  other  consideration.  The  lime  has 
now  arrived  when,  by  the  vote  ofihis  Hou.se,  we 
shall  determine  whether  the  Government  of  the 
United  State*  is  hereafter  lo  conform  its  meas- 
ures to  the  characteristic  purity,  simplicity,  and 
economy  of  ils  instuutions;  or  whether  we  shall 
go  as  other  nations  have  gone,  and   run  equally 


the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jeffer-    with  them  t  he  race  of  uxation  and  extravagance. 


than  it  was  in 
son,  and  from  thence  argue  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  reduced.  It  is,  sir,  a  very  unsatisfactory  mode 
of  defending  any  measure,  to  say  ihai  something 
of  the  kind  has  existed  in  times  pasi.  Upon  that 
principle,  not  only  the  foibles,  but  the  enormities, 
of  almost  every  Government  might  be  defended. 
The  fact,  however,  is  not  a*  it  is  alleged  lo  be. 
Mr.  Jefferson's  Peace  Establishment  consisted 
only  of  three  thousand  men,  and  he  goi  on  very 
well  with  ihat  number  ;  wiien  an  aspect  of  war 
suddenly  appeared  in  our  horizon,  it  is  irue  that 
the  number  was  increased.  If  in  a  course  of 
years  alter  the  proposed  reduction  a  prospect  of 
war  should  again  apf>ear.  we  can  imitate  the  ex- 
ample of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  increase  the  number. 
A  great  error  has  arisen  amongst  us,  from  sup- 
posing that  the  maxims  of  policy  m  relation  to 


Mr.  Calhov.n,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  la  re- 
ply to  the  gentlemen  from  V^irginia,  Tennewee, 
and  North  Carolina,  particularly  condemniug  the 
unseasonableness  ot  ihe  hour  at  which  this  ques- 
liou  had  been  introduced  into  discussion,  and 
showing  the  improbability  of  acting  conclusively 
on  the  subject  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  HcLBKKT  moved  lo  lay  the  resoiuiion  on 

the  table. 

This  motion  was  oppo.sed  by  Messrs.  Cannon, 
Sharp,  aud  Hardin,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
RoBEHTso.N,  Sheffey,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Low.NDES,  on  various  grounds  and  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Conner,  of  Massachusetts,  said  thai  he 
rose  to  enter  his  protest  agaio*l  ihe  reduclioa  o( 
the  Army,  which  had  been  strenuously  insisted 
upon  by  his  friend   from  North   Carolina,  (Mr. 
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Ums.)  a(>d  which  he  had  thought  necessary 
to  biji''-  hira  oi?t  in  his  resolution  to  repeal  the  in- 
t«ri:^  taxes.  He  did  not,  by  any  means,  ste  the 
nec^/-ity  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  inter- 
^♦e'r.^Og  the  reduction  of  the  Army  with  the 
r0p^tf'|of  the  witernal  duties.  For,  by  his  own 
shoflwg.  after  the  expense  of  the  Army  on  its 
pre^ipv  establishment,  and  all  the  other  expenses 


ire^ipv  establishment, 

o(  ^lyernmeot.  including  an  additional  appro- 
ptia^ifi  of  firti- millions  of  dollars  to  the  Sinkinsr 
Fuc^lv,        •   - * 


jiave  betn  defrayed,  there  will  remain  in 
the  "i^fjpasury,  nt  the  end  of  the  present  year,  ten 
milt^^s  of  dollars.  If  the  internal  taxes  were 
unn>j<issary,  hr  would  vote  for  their  repeal,  but 
h«  'Kiild  not  vote  to  reduce  the  Army. 

N!S|I).  said  he  should  be  brief,  for  time  was 
bec'-^jfig  every  hour  more  and  more  precious. 
A  gi?"!'  pressujre  of  important  business  remained 
on  hjh.d-  He  fegretted  that  this  subject  had  not 
beetfjijken  up, it  an  earlier  period. 

A&ir  adjusting  the  important  questions  of  our 
owot^jompensation,  and  whether  we  should  or 
shoiAi  not  turn  out  our  under  doorkeeper;  after 
havi.jj  met  th^  honorable  Senate  in  solemn  con- 
ventifl.  who  chose  to  withdraw  to  give  us  an 
oppojjinity  to  adjust  another  momentous  ques- 
tion. j«fe  are  now  at  the  very  close  of  the  session 
jusi  gr^mmeociifig  business.  He  had  heard  the 
Hou|f  jwas  not  a  favorite  with  the  nation,  and  he 
fearr^iit  neve/  would  be  until  some  radical 
chaRVtJwas  efffcted  in  our  mode  of  doing  busi- 
ness ,;  The  unfCirfunate  Army,  he  said,  was  nei- 
ther|| favorite  with  this  House  or  the  nation,  he 
beliv'^ll,  notwithstanding  its  gallant  and  merito- 
riou'l^irvices.  He  believed  therp  never  was  an 
Armimore  gallant,  or  one  that  had  to  struggle 
witl»^,'reater  privations  and  difficulties.  Every 
one  J»med  anxious  who  should  give  it  the  first 
thru*.  «s  if  it  were  some  mighty  usurper,  and 
we  w:';|e  Brutu;  and  Cassius,  and  company.  Et 
tuHryit! — (pointing  to  General  Harri.ion.)  In 
the  (M  place,  ic  is  saddled  with  immense  expen- 
diturj^hat  belong  exclusively  to  distinct  objects  ; 
forti&ltions,  aisenals.  ordnance,  dtc,  dec,  all  are 
to  the  Army,  when  in  fact  they  have 
more        ' 

than  "A'lth    the    Navy 
Arme.  jod   you   do   not  reduce   these  expenses 
Id  tt^-H.J  had  almost  said  insidious  manner,  the 
Arn***  ; 
betVi^i 

in   f<*^  it  consumes    but  about    three    millions. 

JTou  hive  receiuly  taken  away  the  pay  of  brevet 

offipajJ  which  they  were  entitled  to  when  exer- 

cisio^|.eparate  commands,  generally  the  reward 


bones  again  whiten  the  left  bank  of  the  Niagara 
or  the  plains  of  York  and  Williamsburg,  should 
contest  again  become  necessary  at  those  points. 
Sir,  I  have  no  feelings  on  this  subject  but  such 
as  a  legislator  ought  to  have.     If  I  have  any  feel- 
ings, it   is   because   I    have  witnessed  scenes  of 
havoc  and  disaster,  at  which  the  mind  sickens: 
it  ig  because  I  know  that  thousands  have  unne- 
cessarily been  destroyed,  and  millions  unnecessa- 
rily expended,  for  want  of  that  system,  organiza- 
tion, military  science,  discipline,  and  police,  that 
can  alone  be  acquired  and  retained  by  permanent 
institution.      It   is   true,  the  enthusiasm   of  the 
American    character  forced    victory  through   all 
the  impediments  thrown  in  our  way  by  the  want 
of  this  military  inurement  and  service,  but  it  was 
at  the  expense  of  a  vast  deal  of  blood  and  treas- 
ure.    Reduce  an    Army    of  ten   thousand    men, 
which   has  to   garrison  and  defend  a  frontier  of 
five  thousand  miles!     Why,  sir,  the  proposition 
carries  with  it  its  own  refutation.     It  is  totally 
unnecessary  to  go  into  the  minute  calculation  of 
how  many  men  are  necessary  to  keep  the  works 
from  falling  into  ruin,  and  the  arms  from  rusting, 
in  the  chain  of  fortifications  that  encircles  our 
immense  territory,  from  Machias  to  a  point  five 
hundred  miles  up  the  Missouri.     An  army  is  or 
is  not  necessary.     If  it  be  necessary,  ten  thousand 
men  is  the  very  minimuvi  of  the  force  that  should 
be  assigned  to  the  different  points  of  our  immense 
empire.     The  gentleman  irom   Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Canno.n.)  who  originally   proposed    the    resolu- 
tion, should  recoUfCt,  that  although  the  West  can- 
not be  assailed  by  any  foe  but  such  a  one  as  their 
rifiemen  are  amply  competent  to  cope  with,  yet 
that  we  have  ten  tbou.^and  British  troops  posted 
in  our  immediate  neighborhood,  and   that  forty 
thousand  men  can  be  borne  hither  on  the  wings 
of  the  wind.     Sir,  u  hat  is  the  use  of  an  army  of 
ten    thousand    men  ?      It   is  ft   nucleus,   around 
which  thirty  thousand  men  can  be  congregated, 
and  who  in  this  manner  would  attain  more  mili- 
tary science,  discipline,  and   police;  more  real 
efficiency  in  three  months  than  they  otherwise 
would    in    three  sickly  and    bloody  campaigns, 
t.)  do  with  the  Army,  as  it  regards  I  «fter  the  Treasury  had  become  bankrupt,  and  the 
Disband    your  I  safety  of  the  country  jeopardized.     It  was  by  in- 
termixing   conscripts    with    experienced    troops 
that  Bonaparte  was  enabled,  as  if  it  were  by  the 
stamp  of  his  foot,  to   bring  suddenly  such   im- 
mense and  such  formidable  armies  into  the  field. 
Mr.  C.  inquired  whether  the  situation  of  our  for- 
eign relations  would  admit  of  the  reduction  of 
the  Army?     Our  affairs  with   Spain  were  in  a 
very  unsettled  condition.     In  addition  to  a  series 


') 


almost 
s  held  .Jut   to  the  nation   as  consuming 
siX  and  seven  millions  of  dollars,  when 


of  diijnguisheU  services;  the  price  of  blood,  as  ;  of  injurie^,  we  have  received  an  aggravated,  an 


my  l^.yorable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nel- 
soN^^propriaiely  calls  it;  you  have  disbanded 
Tete^JtJ*  without  remuneration,  who  have  served 
their -ciuntry  year  after  year,  and  wc  are  now 
called  dpon  to  reduce  the  establishment,  with  a 
view  u\  its  uhrmate  annihilation.  Mr.  C.  said. 
thjiiiffihe  Aririy  must  fall,  he  had  rather  see  it 
fill  -Jliiggling  witll  the  enemies  of  our  country, 
shot^lJ^he  "tug  of  war"  again  be  had,  than  be- 
hf«U  11  ifxpire  09  this  floor.    He  had  rather  see  its 


Mdiiirj 

'A 


atrocious  insult  from  Spain,  which,  if  reparation 
be  denied,  must  be  followed  by  immediate  war. 
So  says  the  President,  and  so  say  the  people. 
And  if  rumors  are  true,  instead  of  reparation, 
thai  Power  has  recently  been  making  new  and 
urgent  demands  upon  us  for  immense  tracts  ol 
territory.  Sir,  there  is  no  knowing  what  course 
that  Government  will  take,  the  predominant 
traits  in  whose  character  are  a  blind  and  ferocious 
fanaticism  and  despotism.    And  there  is  no  fore- 
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seeing   the  complicated  chain  of  consequences 
which  grow  out  of  war  when  once  entered  upon. 
And  England,  too,  sir,  unless  indeed  the  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin  which  threatens  her.  unless  the 
distress  of  her  inhabitants,  which  swells  the  note 
of  complaint  into  the  angry  tone  of  indignation 
and   remonstrance,  should  call   her  attention  at 
home.     And  while  on  this  subject,  permit  me  to 
say,  sir,   that    if  I    have   any    political   foresight 
whatever,  I  think   I  can  discern  in  that  horizon 
the  scuds  which  immediately  precede  the  tem- 
pest— the  thunder  and  lightning  of  revolution — 
revolution,  sir,  which  in  young  Governments  is 
but  the  fever  of  the  constitution,  and  frequently 
succeeded  by  an  increased  degree  of  health — but 
in    old    and    corrupt  ones,   death;   the    profound 
calm    of   despotism — the    dark    ages  !      Witness 
France  and  Spain,  where  every  attempt  to  meli- 
orate their  condition  has  only  sunk  them  deeper 
into   the   abyss.     But  if  I   am  mistaken  in  these 
views  of  the  political  situation  of  England,  I  cer- 
tainly am   not  mistaken  in  believing  that   she 
never  will  quietly  look  upon  our  growing  mari- 
time and  political  power.     It  is  contrary  to  her 
nature,  her  history,  her  genius,  and  her  ambition. 
He  that   reasons  otherwise,  reasons  contrary  to 
nature  and  experience,  and  his  conclusions  must 
necessarily  be  erroneous. 

Mr.  C.  said,  thai  he  had  perused  the  pamphlet 
on  the  colonial   policy  of  Great   Britain,  which 
had   been  alluded  to  in  debate  ihe  other  day  by 
an     honorable    gentleman    from    Georgia,    (Mr. 
Wilde,  and   he  well   recollected   thaf  Stephen's 
"War   in   Disguise,"  (a   pamphlet   published  at 
the  instance  of  the  British  Cabinet.)  was  the  pre- 
cursor of  a  system  of  measures  which  led  to  the 
embargo,  and  afterwards  to  war.     He  was  well 
satisfied  that  Delenda  est  Carthago  is  the  prevail- 
ing maxim  in  her  Cabinet,  and  another  war  wiih 
that  Power  would  be  one  of  the  most  sanguinary 
character,  and  decisive  of  great  events.     It  was 
noi,  then,  under  these  circumstances  he  was  will- 
ing to  reduce  the  Array.     Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.)  the 
honorable  Speaker  has  told  us  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  extremely  liberal  and  munificent 
for   military   services   rendered    the  country.     I 
grant    that    in    most    instances    the    nation    was 
grateful  in  its  plaudits  of  our  heroes  during  the 
war;  but  there  are  some  instances,  at  least,  that 
savour    of    ingratitude.     W^bat   consolation    did 
Government    offer    the    father    of  Pike    for    the 
death  of  his   immortal  son?     Why,   1   will   tell 
you,  sir.     After  having  grown  gray  in  the  service 
of  his  country  ;  after  having  become  dibqualified, 
by   age   and  infirmity,  for  other   pursuits;  after 
having  seen  his  son  expire  in  the  arras  of  glory, 
at  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  disbanded,  turned 
oat  to  pick  up  his  crumbs  wherever  chance  or 
charity  might  scatter  them — turned  out,  like  an 
old  war-horse,  upon  the  common  to  die!     Sir,  I 
am  not..at  this  time,  for  reducing  the  Army. 

The  question  was  at  length  decided  against 
laying  the  resolution  on  the  table — yeas  66.  nays 
89,  as  follows : 

YfAs— Messrs.    Adgate,   Archer,  Baker.  Barbour, 


Baasett,  Bateman,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Brown, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappcll.  Condict,  Creighlon, 
Crocheron,  Davenport,  Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Gold,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Harrison,  Huger,  Hul- 
bert,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lowndes,  William  P.  Maclav, 
Mar^h,Middleton,  Miller,  Mills,  J.  Nelson,  T.  M.Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pleasants,  Robert- 
son, Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sheffey,  Smith 
of  .Maryland,  Southard,  Stearns,  Tallmadge,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Town- 
send,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wendover, 
Wilde,  Wilkin,  Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson, 
Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Baylies,  Bennett,  Belts,  Birdsall,  BirJseye,  Blount, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Cannon,  Carr 
of  Massachusetts,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Cook, 
Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Desha,  Dickens,  Ed- 
wards, Fletcher.  Goldsborough,  Hale,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Hardin,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Her- 
bert, Hooks,  Hungerford,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jack- 
son, Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kilbourn, 
King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Little,  Love,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle,  Lyon,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  .Moffitt, 
Moore,  Hugh  Nelson.  Noyes,  Parris,  Peter,  Piper, 
Powell,  Rice,  Roane,  RooC  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tale,  Taul,  Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of 
New  York,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  and  Wil- 
liams. 

.Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  very 
fully  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  who  sup- 
ported this  resolution,  in  principle  as  well  as  in 
deiail,  vindicated  ihe  reports  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  showed  how  inconve- 
nient a  moment  this  was  to  agitate  this  question. 
Mr.  Web.-^teb,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  also 
opposed  to  what  he  termed  a  wholesale  repeal  of 
the  internal  taxes.  He  was  willing  to  reduce  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  in  any  practical 
way.  which  was  a  question,  however,  that  ou^ht 
to  have  been  settled  before  the  present  question 
was  agitated. 

Mr.  JoH.NSoN,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Lowndes  and  others,  taking  occasion  to  ex- 
press his  regret  that  the  question  of  a  reduction 
of  the  Army  had  been  connected  in  the  debate 
with  this  proposition,  with  which  in  his  view  it 
was  wholly  unconnected  in  fact. 

Mr.  Rosd,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  at  consider- 
able length  and  with  much  earnestness  in  opposi- 
tion to  ilie  pajsage  of  the  resolution  on  various 
grounds. 

The  question  was  loudly  called  for,  it  being 
about  4  o'clock,  and  the  House  refused  a  motion 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution,  in  order  to  save  future  trouble, 
and  make  it  more  specific,  so  as  to  specify  the 
repeal  of  each  of  the  internal  taxes  distinctly. 
[This  will  bring  before  the  House  .separately  the 
question  of  repealing  each  tax.] 

Mr.  I.sgham'3  motion  was  as  follows : 
Resolved,  That  the  duty  on  carriages  and  harneaa 
be  repealed. 
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Ived,  That  the  duty  on  auctions  b«  repealed. 
[hrd,  Th«t  the  duty  on  stampa  be  repealed. 
Ji§i  ■'Ired,  Thjit  the  duty  on  licenses  to  retailers  be 

I>p«i4l|d- 

M^Ived,  Thjit  the  dutj  on  refiaed  sugar  be  re- 

Afi^r  some  ^;onversation.  arising  from  the  new 
shaCf-JDOW  given  lo  the  proposition,  a  motion  to 
adji^jn  prevailed  by  a  small  majority,  and  the 
Hon^«  »djouri>ed. 


M 
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TUESDAY,  February  18. 

*H.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judi  jiTy,  to  whom  an  inquiry  on  the  subject 
bad  ;*en  referrt^d,  reported  that  ;t  is  inexpedient 
to  u«  ijtiply  ihe  newspapers  in  which  the  acts  of 
CoJ^  »e5s  are  published.     This  report  was  agreed 

M  Nelson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
port j^' a  bill  providing  an  additional  compensa- 
tiojx>  r  the  cirj:uit  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit; 
wh>;!  i  was  twi*e  read  and  committed. 

Ni|.  Sharp,  ifroni  the  Commiuee  on  Private 
Laoii  Claims.  liiade  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
MaqFli'iie  Renaut  Maynaud  de  Panceraont,  and 
hfrijLisband  Francois  Maynaud  de  Pancemont. 
by  t'4  ir  agent  l?hilip  Mercier,  w.Tich  report  was 
read^when  Mr:  S.  reported  a  bill  confirming  cer- 
tain'iipds  in  tbi;  Territory  of  Illinois  to  the  heirs 
of  Fj^ip  Ren-iut ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
corai^^tted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  f,^/  for  the  Relief  of  Gabriel  Winter. 

\^^CoNDlC^';  from  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditu»ii-^on  the  Ifublic  Buildings,  made  a   report 
comt^iing  estifoates   of  expenses  to  be  incurred 
rectiDg   ihe   nublic   edifices;    which    was 
Id  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Ingham,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
»nd  Post 'Roads,  reported  on  a  bill  freeing 
j^tage  aU  letters  and  packets  to  and  from 
Vladisoup  winch  was  read   twice,  and  or- 
'*)  be  eng^sbed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 

■*■• 
SpcAKErj  communicated  to  the  House  a 

trom  the  Dovernor  of  New  Hampshire,  in- 

t-g  hitn  thiit  he  had  transmitted  through  the 

or  of  th»j  customs  for  the  port  of  Ports- 

,  a  map  h{  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 

'use  of  this  House. 

jnoiion  i(f  Mr.  King,  the  Committee  on 

.1   Relatfins  were  instructed  to  report  to 

|use  sucF  measures  as  they  may  judge  ne- 

to  regulate  the  importation  of  plaster  of 


■5  in 
J^ia 
that  4^i^de. 


Par(;5ind  to  C'^untervail  the  regulations  of  any 
oth(?^.  ^laiion,  injurious    to  our  own,  relating  to 


I.NjrERNAL  DUTIES. 

Tf^iHouse  llien  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  ^."{/iilution  nioved  by  Mr.  Willia.ms,  to  repeal 
the  ^^-rnal  duties;  when  the  question  recurred 
on  .Ni^IxGHAMS  proposed  amendment. 

M.TiioOT  mi'ved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
W  io»J.nfine  thji-  repeal  of  the  duty  on  carriages. 
td  iKv4:  "  not  ericeeding  one  hundred  dollars  in 


I 


value;"' and  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
his  proposition. 

Mr.  Bateman,  of  New  Jersey,  moved  ao  inde- 
finite postponement  of  the  whole  subject;  he  was 
convinced  that  this  was  the  course  it  ought  to 
lake.  I  have  great  doubts,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  the  internal  duties  at  this 
lime;  still  more  do  I  doubt  the  practicability  of 
effecting  it  this  session,  now  so  near  a  close. 
At  any  rate,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  cannot  be  done  with- 
out waiving  the  decision  on  many  important  mat- 
ters, which  have  been  long  on  your  table. 

We  have   lately  passed  through  an  expensive 
war,  which  has  had  the  unavoidable  effect  of  ma- 
lerially  increasing  the  amount  of  the   naiioual 
debt.  The  people  are  desirous  of  paying  it  off.  If 
any  one  sentiment  is  more  predominant  among 
them  than  anv  other,  it  is,  in  ray  opinion,  a  desire 
that  you  would  adopt  measures  for  as  rapid  an 
extinguishment  of  that  debt  as  possible,  without 
too  much  opprcisiug   them   with   incoovenieni 
taxes.     Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  there  is  a  bill  on  your 
table  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  pro- 
posing to  increase  the  SinkingFund,  which  I  wish 
to  ^ee  passed  into  a  law.     This  bill,  were  the 
great  body  of  the  American  people  congregated 
in  democratic  town-meeting,  and  they  authoriz- 
ed,  would  be  voted  for,  I   verily   believe,  by   a 
large  majority,  perhaps  nine-tenths.     All  my  in- 
tercourse with  them  has  tended   to  confirm  this 
opinion.     For  the   purpose  of  discharging   this 
debt,  and  defraying  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Governmeit,  large  sums  must  for  some  time  to 
come,  be  drawn  from  the  people.     Taxes,  in  or- 
der to  be  just,  ought  to  be  equal;  and  in  order 
that  they  may  be  so,  it  is  indispensable  that  you 
diversify  the  objects  of  taxation.     When,  there- 
fore, large  suras  are  to  be  raised,  does  it  not  seem 
necessary,  is  it  not  just,  that  a  portion  of  it  should 
be  derived  from  internal  sources  ?    Besides,  these 
internal  duties  form  part  of  a  system  of  revenue 
adopted,  like  the  Constitution  under  which  ,we 
live,  from  a  spirit  of  compromise;  some  of  them 
may  operate  more  severely  on  particular  districts, 
whilst  others  will  be  principally  felt  on  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country.     Upon  the  whole,  perhaps 
the  operation  is  as  fair  and  unexceptionable  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected. 

Will  It  be  safe,  askecf  Mr.  B..  to  trust  altogether 
to  imposts'?  I  am  aware,  said  he,  that  all  calcu- 
lations relative  to  expenditures  or  receipts  of  the 
Governmeat.  for  a  series  of  years  to  come,  must 


be,  in  a  great  degree,  conjectural, 
err,  however,  I   think  it  best  to  err 


If  we  must 
on  the  safe 


side;  to  estimate  the  probable  receipts  too  low 
rather  than  too  liigh.  I  have  neither  the  inclina- 
tion or  ability  to  go  into  a  minute  examination  of 
the  accuracy  of  the  reports  on  this  subject.  But 
what  is  the  probability?  Our  receipts  from  ex- 
ternal sources  must  be  greatly  lessened;  it  is  im- 
possible that  it  should  be  otherwise.  What,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  the  situation  of  the  country  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace  ?  Our  imports  have  ex- 
ceeded our  exports  to  an  alarming  amount.  This 
country  is  indebted  to  European  merchants  tor 
the  very  goods  now  in  our  market,  lor  many  al- 


993 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


994 


Fbbbcaby,  1817. 


Internal  Dutua. 


H.  orR. 


ready  consumed  ;  and  wherein  consists  our  ability 
to  pay  for  them  7  It  is  true  that  the  amount  in 
value  of  the  exports  of  the  last  year  has  exceeded 
expectation.  This,  however,  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  informs 
us,  is  owing  more  lo  the  high  price  of  the  articles 
exported  than  to  the  quantity  of  those  articles. 
Will  these  high  prices  continue  7  What  is  the 
slate  of  Europe  7  The  mighty  convulsions  which 
have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter  uf  the  world, 
have  at  length  settled  down  in  the  calm  of  despo- 
tism. It  is  not  probable  that  new  wars  of  great 
extent  will  again  soon  occur;  the  wretched  state 
of  their  finances  furbids  it.  They  have  many 
men  unemployed,  and  the  general  scarcity  of 
breadstuffs  there,  as  well  as  here,  will  have  the 
effect  of  turning  the  general  attention  to  agricul- 
ture ;  and  should  two  or  three  favorable  seasons 
occur,  the  amount  of  the  products  of  the  soil  will 
be  unusually  abundant.  The  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  this  will  be  likely  to  be  the  case.  In  such  an 
event  they  will  require  but  little  of  our  surplus 
produce  ;  and  if  they  receive  it  at  all.  it  must  be 
at  greatly  diminished  prices;  thus  continuing  our 
inability  to  pay  for  a  large  quantity  of  articles 
j.ubjecl  to  duty.  Then,  indeed,  will  the  cultiva- 
tors of  our  soil  perceive  the  importance  of  a  home 
market — such  a  market  as  an  efficient  protection 
of  our  manulacturing  interest  cannot  fail  to  create. 

This  being  my  view  of  the  matter,  said  .Mr.  B.. 
I  question  the  prudence  of  abolishing  tliese  taxes 
now,  when  it  is  more  than  possible  that  we  may 
be  under  the  necessity  of  re  enacting  them,  even 
should  we  remain  in  a  state  of  peace. 

With  respect  to  the  pledge  spoken  of,  that  the 
laxes  should  not  continue  longer  than  one  year 
after  the  termination  of  the  war,  I  will  only  add, 
in  addition  to  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who,  1  think, 
has  fully  answered  the  objection  urged  on  that 
ground,  that  if  a  pledge  was  given,  which,  strictly 
speaking,  is  denied,  the  obligation  must  be  very 
feeble;  no  contract  was  entered  into,  no  conces- 
sions made  by  the  people,  inasmuch  as  Congress 
bad  the  express  right  by  the  Constitution,  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes. 

1  would  inquire,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  the  advocates 
of  this  resolution,  when  they  propose  that  the  re- 
peal should  take  effect  7  If  immediate,  or  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  Spring  or  Summer,  then  the 
relief  contemplated  to  be  afforded  by  it  will  be 
very  unequally  felt.  The  carriage-holders  and 
a  large  proportion  of  the  retailers  have  already 
paid  for  the  full  term  of  the  current  year.  The 
greatest  share  of  the  benefit  would  of  course  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  distillers,  a  class  of  citizens  last 
of  all  perhaps  that  ought  to  be  relieved,  especially 
in  these  times  of  calamitous  scarcity.  The  du- 
ties on  foreign  distilled  spirits  it  will  be  recollect- 
ed are  very  high,  fixed  so  with  express  reference 
to  the  distillers.  If,  theret'ore,  you  abolisli  this  tax, 
you  virtually  grant  anextravagant  bounty  to  these 
citizens,  a  bounty  not  granted  to  manufacturers  of 
other  articles,  much  more  important  to  ihe  gene- 
ral welfare. 

But  if,  as  some  have  suggested,  the  repealing 
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laws  should  not  go  into  operation  until  the  close 
of  the  year,  then  why  press  the  subject  now  7 
why  not  refer  it  to  the  next  Congress  7  They 
will  convene  at  the  commencement  of  Decem- 
ber, and  will  have  ample  time  for  considering  it. 
Ours  is  too  precious  lo  be  needlessly  expended. 
One  week  is  of  more  importance  now,  than  a 
month  will  be  then.  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  B., 
I  do  most  sincerely  regret  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution  al  this  late  hour.  It  is  scarcely  possi- 
ble that  any  practicable  good  can  result  from  it. 
There  is  nut.  as  I  before  observed,  sufficient  time 
to  act  upon  it ;  being  a  subject  involving  necessa- 
rily a  general  examination  into  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  an  inquiry  into  our  financial  pros- 
pects, both  now,  and  when  the  resolution  is  cut 
up  in  detail,  much  debate  must  be  expected.  Mr. 
Speaker,  at  the  last  session  you  abolished  many 
of  the  internal  taxes  ;  you  reduced  others.  It  was 
not  contemplated,  I  understand,  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  ask  for  a  renewal  of 
the  direct  tax  ;  with  this  the  jwople  would  be  sat- 
isfied ;  they  do  not  complain.  Let  us  wait  one 
year  longer,  at  least,  before  we  adopt  a  measure, 
which,  il  lis  advocates  should  happen  to  he  mis- 
taken in  their  calculations,  may  involve  us  la 
difficulty. 

In  two  weeks,  continued  Mr.  B..  the  Four- 
teenth Congress  will  be  no  more.  Our  functions 
as  members  will  have  ceased  ;  we  shall  have 
separated.  All  experience  proves  that  the  last 
days  of  a  ^es«ion  are  peculiarly  unfavorable  to  de- 
liberate and  judicious  decisions.  Il  was  calcula- 
ted, on  another  occasiun.  that  we  are,  upon  an 
average,  four  hundred  miles  from  home.  Our 
thoughts  will  soon  be  forcibly  directed  to  our 
families  and  firesides;  we  shall  be  employed  in 
settling  our  accounts — in  closing  our  laborious 
business  at  the  public  offices — in  packing  up  and 
preparing  for  our  journey  ;  and  it  will  be  found  diffi- 
cult to  concentrate  sufficient  attention  to  the  pub- 
lic business.  Where  is  the  labor  of  the  numerous 
committees  of  thisHouse  during  the  Winter?  Are 
not  the  fruits  of  a  large  proportion  of  it  on  your 
table,  in  the  shape  of  bills  and  reports,  as  yet,  un- 
acted upon?  Can  we,  then,  too  soon  dispose  of 
this  subject,  and  proceed,  iu  good  earnest,  to  a  con- 
sideration of  the  many  items  of  important  busi- 
ness to  be  found  there,  before  we  separate  ? 

Mr.  B.concluded.by  ex  pressing  a  hope,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  state  of  the  vote  of  yesterday, 
on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  ta- 
ble, that  the  House  would  be  induced,  upon  fur- 
ther reflection,  to  consent  to  his  motion,  indefin- 
itely to  postpone  the  original  resolution,  and  the 
proposed  amendments  thereto. 

Mr.  Harrison  also  insisted  on  the  propriety 
of  postponement,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  the  im- 
policy ul  reJucing  the  Army,  which  proposition 
had  been  considered  as  connected  with  that  now 
under  consideration. 

Mr,  Hakdin  spoke  against  the  postponement, 
endeavoring  to  convince  the  House  that  these 
taxes  migbi  be  repealed  without  a  reduction  of  the 
Army,  but  in  favorof  reducing  the  Army  if  neces- 
sary lo  authorize  a  repeal  of  the  internal  laxes. 
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RCrli.ion  10  tfie  propose 


hUemal  Duties. 
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t  coniiderable  length  in  op- 
proposed  repeal,  argumentatirely^, 


various  grounds. 


der  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
di.Nablcd  seamen  at  the  port  <.f  Richmond,  in  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  corporation  of  that  city 
towards  the  erection  and  support  of  a  marine  hos- 
pital, made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  wak  read  and 
of^Jie  immediate  repeal,  and  the  latter  in  favor  of  ■  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


aoy  jn 

k^T.  Root  and  Mr.  Robertson  next  spoke  in 
fa2<ir  of  a  repeal  of  the  taxes;  the  former  in  favor 


jal  prosiiectively 

CALtfiODN  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  short 
|he«,  supTjiorted  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
fct  indefjDiteiy. 

KiLBauRN  spoke  twice  against  the  post- 
po»e^iifnt,  arid  Mr.  S.mith,  of  Maryland,  in  favor 

%()^.  Johnson,  ot  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Randolph, 
alft^poke  inr-  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  taxes  ; 
ar.S  Mr.  SMifH,  of  Maryland,  again  spoke  in  fa- 
v^ytjf  the  poiiponement. 

.S|pe  quesinn  was  at  length  taken  on  in  .'efinite 
p<^|onemen:.  and  decided  jn  the  negative — yeas 
SU'^^ys  94,  ao  follows  : 

*ijys — Me«y«.  Adgate,  Archer,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Ba««it,  Bateni^n,  Betls,  Breckenndge,  Brooks,  Brown, 
(VJ  Caldwt»ll.  Calhoun,  Can  of  Masaachu setts, 
Ci»4.»>«ll.  Cojidict,  (Conner,  Creighton,  ('rocheron, 
Pp-^y,  ForsjiU,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Harrison,  Hulb«rt, 
losiMu,  Irving  of  N.  Vork,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lowndes, 
M)c^.i?ton,  .Mifler.  Mills,  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Tb^^uis  M.  r^elson,  Newton,  Pleasante,  Pickering, 
RoU#8on,  Kois,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sheffey. 
8ir5t?|  °f  Martland,  Stearns,  'J'allmadge.  Taylor  of 
Nct^  ♦j'ork,  Teljair,  Townsend,  V 


Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
ary.  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  compen- 
of  the  district  attorney  for  the  district  of 


W  i^ver,  Wenf!over,    Wilde, 
Wtij,  ward  an((  Vancey. 


Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Wilkin,  Thos.  Wilson, 


Mr.  H. 

Judiciary 
sation 

Mas.sachuselis ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime  lo- 
morrow. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and 
regulation  of  the  Treasury.  War,  and  Navy  De- 
partments, was  read  the  second  ticne  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House 
submitted  by  him  on  the  8th  instant,  and  the 
same  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows: 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  Committees  on 
Public  Expenditures  to  inquire  whether  any  offices 
belonging  to  the  branches  or  department)',  respectively, 
concerning  whose  expenditures  it  is  their  duty  to  in- 
quire, have  become  useless  or  unnecessary,  and  to  re- 
port from  lime  to  time  on  the  expediency  of  modifying 
or  abolishing  the  same  ;  also,  to  examine  into  the  pay 
and  emulumenu  of  all  offices  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  such 

reduction  or  increase  thereof  i 


UrtJsJry,  Brya;'i,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Champion,  Clarke 
of  $it»th  CaroliMa,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
fKKil-foesha,  bickens.  Edwards,  Findley.  Fletcher, 
GrtRir-'orough,  ,Mahn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Heister,  Hender- 
IJendncki..  Herbert,  Hooks,  Huger,  Hungerford, 
%)(  Penniivlvania,   Jackson,  Jewett,  Johnson  of 


SOfl^ 

Irwf(^ 


_,       .     ...^  »...^.^j.  ,        .  ,.  „         I  a  reduction  or  increase  thereof  as   a  just  economy  and 

,>,  rs— Me8.-n-8.  Adams,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer,     the  public  service  may  require." 
Bay, 4^    Bennett.    Birdsall,   Birdseye.    Blount,    Boss,  '       m,      „  .u  r  mt      t 

'  1  he  House,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
proceeded  lo  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
CummitteeofPensionsand  Revolutionary  Claims 
unfavorable  lo  the  petition  of  Allen  McLane. 
Mr.  J.  moved  to  reverse  the  report  ;  which  mo- 
tion he  supported  with  much  zeil.  His  motion 
was  as  decidedly  opposed  by  Mr.  Cbappell  and 
others  and  finally  negatived.  The  report  of  the 
committee  was  then  concurred  in. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houw 
that  the  Senate  have  pas.sed  bills  of  the  following 
titles:  'An  act  respecting  the  transjwrtation  of 
persons  of  color,  for  lale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor ;" 
and  "An  act  to  provide  fir  reports  of  the  deci- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court,"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

INTERNAL  DUTIES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  "WiLtrAMS,  for  the 


Vi/|J  *ia,  Johnhon  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kilbourn,  King, 
L*[^2on,  Law,  Lewis,  Little,  Love,  Lumpkin,  l^yle, 
Ljijp^  Williani    P.   Maclay,    Marsh,    Mason,    McCoy, 


^y«p 

Mff, 


t^,  McLean,  Motfilt,  Moore,  Hugh  Nelson,  Noyes, 
PbrJI^  Peter,  Pickens,  Piper,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reed, 
RiC|t|ioane,  Ri-vot,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
8lu^^  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Car- 
0lic3*rhomas,  Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
Yor^^Ward  o/  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Whiteside, 
W^i^A,  Wiiliajos,  and  William  Wilson, 

^^-  quesiirn  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Root's 
prt»A  sed  amecdment,  which  be  then  withdrew. 

'*«f^  questK.a  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Lngham's 
liiu/.>^  and  decided  iu  the  negative 


re« 

of 

tbf 
lat 


'rn^  question  having  been  stated  on  the  original  \  repeal  of  the  internal  duiie 
jjtjiiun  pruj)o«ed  by  Mr.  Williams,  a  division 
"iquesiioi:  was  called  for — and  before  taking 
esiioQ  ijiereoQ,  the   House  adjourned  at  a 


•Jjqut 

falesii 
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Wednesdav.  February  19, 

Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 

,  who  were  insirurted    by  a  resolution  o. 

Je^jpi  ultimo  to  inquire  into  the   expediency  oi 

i^'^'^ng  the  applicaiion  of  the  funds  arising  un- 


5»* 


An  appeal  was  a>ked  by  Mr.  Williams  on  the 
Speaker's  decision  that  this  motion  was  suscep- 
II  lie  of  division  ;  but  he  withdrew  the  motion  in 
consequence  of  some  observations  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  resolution 
was  amended  lo  read  as  lollows: 

Ruoivtd,  That  the  several  acts  imposing  internal 
duties  be  repealed,  and  thai  the  Coninuttee  of  Ways 
and  Means  be  directed  to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  agree  to  (be 


SI 
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Internal  Duties, 


H.  or  R. 


resolution  as  amended  ;  when  Mr.  Sheppey  moved 
further  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  after 
the  word  ''  Resolved.''''  these  words :  •'  Tkat  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  be  reduced  to  six 
thousand  m^n." 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  at  large  against  a  general 
repeal  of  the  internal  duties,  on  general  princi- 
ples, particularly  on  comparing  them  with  duties 
on  articles  imported,  some  of  which,  he  contend- 
ed, particularly  those  on  salt,  sugar,  and  coffee, 
were  much  more  grievous  impositions  on  the 
people  than  the  internal  duties.  Mr.  W.  spent 
some  time  in  examining  the  bearings  of  the  va- 
rious taxe*!  on  different  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment, deducing  the  inference  that  the  navigating 
was   the  interest  most  severely  taxed  at  present. 

Mr.  Alexander  expressed  his  decided  opinion 
in  favor  o(  a  repeal  of  the  taxes ;  but  said  he  did 
not  wish  to  give  a  vote  which,  from  the  course 
the  business  and  debate  was  taking,  would  be  a 
pretension  merely  to  do  that  which  he  was  con- 
vinced could  not  be  consummated  at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  explained  his  views 
a*  being  in  favor  of  a  repeal,  if  the  report  in  favor 
of  a  large  sinking  fund  should  not  be  agreed  to  ; 
but  opposed  to  it  if  that  proposition  should  suc- 
ceed. 

Mr.  Shepfey  spoke  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of 
the  Army,  and  expressed  his  willingness,  if  the 
Army  should  be  reduced,  to  vote  for  a  repeal  of 
the  internal  duties,  but  not  on  any  other  ground. 
He  was,  under  present  circumstances,  opposed  to 
the  repeal,  and  condemned  the  precipitancy  with 
which  the  House  had  appeared  to  pass  at  once 
from  excess  to  parsimony. 

Mr.  Randolph  spuke  in  explanation  and  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Shepfey. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  also  spoke  in  expla- 
nation and  reply. 

Mr.  Shefpey  replied  to  the  remarks  of  the  two 
latter  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Randolph  rejoined,  and  at  some  length 
maintained  his  opinions. 

Mr.  KiNo.  of  Massachusetts,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Oppressed  by  sickness,  1  scarcely 
dare  venture  to  ask  your  indulgenceand  theatten- 
tion  of  the  House  to  a  few  hasty  remarks  on  (his 
momentous  subject.  Permit  me  first  to  congratu- 
late the  Administration  of  ray  country  on  the  ac- 
cession of  numbers,  strength,  and  eloquence,  from 
among  those  with  whom  it  has  been  my  pride 
and  my  pleasure  generally  to  act;  whether  their 
adoration  is  directed  to  the  setting  or  rising  sun, 
a  lew  days  will  determine.  Though  I  congratu- 
late the  Administration,  I  do  most  deeply  lament 
the  loss  which  the  people  of  this  country  must 
suffer.  The  people,  did  I  say  1  It  is  almost  trea- 
son to  name  them  on  this  fioor;  meihinks  I  be- 
hold, in  the  countenances  of  many  aspiring  spirits, 
the  smile  of  scorn,  and  sneer  of  contempt :  beings 
who  affect  an  independence  of  public  seoiiraeut 
and  public  feeling.  Yes,  sir,  the  people  are 
wounded,  cruelly  wounded,  in  the  house  of  those 
who  ought  to  b«  ihetr  friends — tfteir  representa- 


tives. Sir.  I  am  soon  to  return,  and  with  a  heart 
overflowing  with  gratitude  lo  my  Almighty  Fa- 
ther, I  render  lo  him  the  homage  of  that  heart 
for  the  blessing!  I  am  soon  to  return  to  that 
people  to  be  one  of  them.  Yes,  sir,  in  times  and 
scenes  like  these,  to  that  true  post  of  honor — a 
private  station. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhocn,)  with  reference  to  the  repeal  of 
these  taxes,  says,  that  the  people  have  not  peti- 
tioned, have  not  complained,  have  not  remon- 
strated. Petitioned,  whom  ?  in  the  name  of  God! 
Their  representatives,  know^ing  their  wants,  know- 
ing their  interests,  and  sent  here  expre-sly  to  re- 
lieve the  one  and  promote  the  other?  What 
does  the  honorable  gentleman  expect  ?  What 
does  he  wish?  That  the  great  body  of  the 
American  people  should  approach  him  —  this 
Housf.  bowing  the  head  and  bending  the  kne«, 
and,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray?  Sir,  if  they 
could  for  a  moment  thus  degrade  themselves, 
they  ought  not  only  to  be  taxed,  but  to  be  the 
slaves  of  tax  gatherers  forever.  Petition  whom, 
I  again  demand?  The  constituent  bend  to  the 
representative?  the  representative  not  know  the 
wishes,  the  feelings,  the  distresses,  of  the  people  ? 
Sir,  they  are  much  more  likely  to  approach  yoa, 

toing  on  as  you  are,  with  sharp  complaints  and 
erce  remonstrance.  Their  interests  are  not  at- 
tended to,  their  sentiments  are  not  consulted.  I 
have  had  occasion  before  to  remark,  1  now  repeat 
it — the  people  of  this  country  stand  first  in  the 
Constitution — we  the  people — and  the  last  to  re- 
ceive any  beneflt  from  it.  When  you  want 
money,  you  tax  the  people,  without  reason  or 
mercy.  When  your  f^ollies  or  your  faults  have 
driven  you  into  war,  you  call  upon  the  people  to 
tight  your  battles;  and,  if  the  cruelty  of  your 
petty  officers  or  their  own  sufferings  compel  them 
to  desert,  you  shoot  them  by  dozens.  But  wheo 
a  resolution  is  prepared  to  relieve  them  from 
numerous  oppressive  taxes,  and  hosts  of  greedy 
tax  (^atherers,  or  a  law  to  aid  the  unfortunate  and 
set  the  prisoner  free,  then  you  know  not  the  peo- 
ple; you  hear  not  their  complaints;  you  heed  not 
their  distresses.  Sir,  they  are  not  that  tame,  that 
patient  animal,  which  some  believe  them.  Thejr 
may  turn  uj)on  you  in  despair;  tempt  them  not 
too  far. 

In  De  Witt's  Interest  of  Holland,  the  people 
are  compared  to  generous  and  mettlesome  horses, 
which  arbitrary  rulers  attempt  to  break  with  the 
bit  and  bridle;  meaning  taxes  and  obedience. 
Our  rulers  have  gone  further;  unto  the  bit  and 
bridle,  supposing  them  broken  down,  they  have 
added  the  spurs;  I  mean  ten  thousand  bayonets — 
their  standing  array,  to  urge  the  unfortunate 
creatures  forward.*     The  same   honorable  gen- 


•  "  The  true  interest  of  all  countries,  consists  in  the 
prosperity  of  all  the  inhabilanU  ;  in  the  joint  welfare 
of  the  governors  and  governed  ;  and  the  same  is  known 
to  depend  on  a  good  Government ;  that  being  the  true 
founilalion  whereon  all  the  prospcritj  of  any  couaUy 
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"  It  is  the  interest  of  monarcha  to  weaken  and  im- 
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lleij;  n  (Mr.  (^alhoun)  further  calls  this  an  idle 
ilelA  e;  that  ii  will  lead  to  no  beneficial  result — 
nor<  noe,  &c.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  con 
sidvi  '^'*  *°  ''^'^  debate,  bow  will  he  character- 
ize'Jiat,  on  h^-  bonus  bill,!  as  it  is  called,  which 
goc-'lo  appropriate  eight  or  ten  millions  of  the 
petij'i's  monefy,  to  his  magnificent  schemes,  as 
he>Jfid  his  Iriends  consider  them,  of  internal 
im^^vementir  grand  canals;  splendid  military 
TOA^i  besides  ^nany  castles  in  the  air.  Schemes, 
"lirqthe  glarr;  of  false  science  that  leads  to  be- 
'Wi!p<r,  and  dazzles  to  blind."  There  was  no 
waSt'of  tim'.'  then,  when  the  object  was  to 
sflij^der  millions  of  the  people's  money  ;  day 
aftiC, 'day  was.  then  spent  in  worse  than  idle  de- 
bajj.'on  objerts  worse  than  useless;  but  now, 
wh  ithe  people  are  to  be  relieved,  burdensome 
to  be  removed,  we  have  not  time  ;  go  thy 
or  this  time;  more  important  objects  must 
e  our  attentions.  What  can  be  more  im- 
it  than  t6c  interest,  the  welfare,  of  the  whole 
ican  people?  Sir,  the  claims  of  no  indi- 
vicfi^Jl,  of  no  number  of  individuals,  are  to  be  put 
io  ^vfDpetitiOii  with  the  claims,  the  interest  of 
ihfjsvfiole.  Sjr,  this  is  the  very  time  to  attend  to 
theiripeal  of  ihcse  laws.  All  the  important  re- 
poi^f  romiheJdepartments,  and  from  committees, 
are^«fore  the  ;Hou£e,  with  all  the  public  measures 
prtijf'iied  for  adoption  ;  we  huve  now  a  view  of 
th$*v»hole  groind,  we  can  and  ought  to  decide 
pr(jinj)tly  and -without  delay. 

^j,^'  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shr*,^Mr.  Wcbster)  contends  that  the  repeal  of 
thcTioternal  iluties  will  destroy  the  equality  of 
our  i^ation  ;  for  tliis  purpose  he  views  our  cus- 
loraiind  internal  taxes  as  one  great  system.  Now, 
sir,;4|  is  well  known  they  have  no  connexion 
■whjl^ver;  thev'  are  separateand  distinct ;  adopted 
at  liferent  ti.'jies.  and  for  different  objects — and 
the  *rtijht  of  the  United  Slates  to  tax  some  of  the 
objects  of  pre.sent  internal  taxation,  is  doubted  by 
mari^;  that  on  Stale  banks,  for  instance,  incor- 
jorfft|d  by  State  sovereignties,  and  taxed  by  them. 
Th«:ljniled  Siaies  might  destroy  these  State  in- 
jitiiufjons.  by  ^eavy  impositions,  and  make  their 
own^amraoiii  bank  swallow  them  up.  But.  sir, 
ihetr^nternal  laxes  find  but  little,  if  any,  to  keep 
up  •I4S  equally  ;  nut  enough,  indeed,  to  burden 
nur'.ijwn  cons^iiuenls  for  ih-?  pleasure  of  keeping 
a  li'ifc  heavie^  burden  on  our  neighbors.  It  is 
no  alJeviation:of  my  taxes,  that  my  neighbors  pay 
HiD.t'j    thougj),  indeed,  it   is   very    questionable 
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oveAh  the  subject, 
:{\eT what  p<.wer  U 


poveAti  tne  subject,  that  they  may  assume  to  them- 
»e{%eTwhat  p<.wer  ihey  please;  they  therefore  take 
spt'ciiXl  care  that  their  subjects  may  not  be  like  g^cne- 
rovj  >nJ  mettlesome  horses,  which,  when  they  cannot 
b<y  ctfumandeU  by  the  rider,  but  are  too  headstrong, 
W5it|t./n,  and  p.>werful  for  their  masters,  they  reduce, 
aiKV^^P  ^  tai:ic  and  manageable,  as  not  to  refuse  the 
bitjinil  bridle,  I  mean  tdicsand  obedience." — De  Witt. 

•t  "Jfiis  stockjobbing  Latin  word,  bonus,  actually  oc- 
Chif.  i\  the  title  and  body  of  that  bill.  In  the  House, 
a  apopon  was  Diade  to  strike  it  out,  but  negatived.  No 
W4#idt.r,  said  a  worthy  friend  from  Connecticut,  it  is 
thC-oi^ly  good  tlung  in  the  bill. — Note  by  Mr.  K. 
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whether  these  internal  taxes  do  tend  to  preserve 
the  equality  of  the  system.  The  returns  will  show 
that  the  Atlantic  States  pay  as  great  a  proportion 
of  the  internal  taxes,  as  the  Western  do  ;  say 
that  the  Atlantic  States  pay  two-thirds  of  the 
customs  (as  consumers  I  mean)  shall  we  to  that 
burden  add  half  the  internal  taxes  for  the  sake  of 
making  the  Western  States  nay  the  other  half  7 
considering,  too,  bow  much  better  able  they  are, 
in  the  South  and  West,  to  pay  their  taxes,  than 
the  people  in  the  North  and  East.  The  honora- 
ble gentleman  is  extremely  anxious  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  W^est  should  continue  to  pay  the  tax  on 
whiskey,  because  we  pay  a  high  duty  on  imported 
spirits,  and  on  account  of  its  beneficial  effect  upon 
the  community.  But,  sir,  are  not  our  foreign 
spirits  to  be  considered  as  luxuries,  and  of  the 
worst  kind  tool  Is  it  not  right  we  should  pay 
for  them?  If  we  could  content  ourselves  with 
whiskey,  or  even  New  England  rum,  would  they 
not  come  much  cheaper  to  us,  and  in  this  way 
equalize  the  duties?  As  to  the  moral  effect  upon 
the  country,  I  do  extremely  doubt  whether  a  tax 
on  ardent  spirits  makes  one  drunkard  less.  Nay, 
sir,  greater  distress  is  introduced  into  poor  fami- 
lies, when  spirits  are  high,  lor  it  is  a  poison  they 
will  have,  by  diverting  more  of  their  small  gains 
from  their  families  to  this  pernicious  object.  But, 
sir,  revenue  was  the  object  of  the  Government, 
not  reformation  of  morals.  And  are  all  these  in- 
ternal taxes  to  be  retained?  Are  all  the  sober 
and  vinuous  to  be  severely  taxed  for  the  hopeless 
purposeof  reforming  a  few  intemperate  wretches? 
I  have  no  objection  to  your  taxing  the  vices, 
thou£;h  I  have  to  your  (axing  the  virtues  of  the 
people.  The  honorable  gentleman  wishes  the 
duties  on  many  articles  of  import  reduced.  I 
unite  with  him  ;  but  what  connexion  has  that 
with  the  repeal  of  the  laws  ?  He  says  we  consume 
more  coffee,  tea,  and  sugar,  than  the  West,  con- 
sequently pay  more  duties  thereon.  Granted ; 
we  have  more  luxuries,  necessaries,  if  you  please  ; 
but  are  not  the  people  of  the  West  taxed  severely 
in  the  price  of  the  same  articles,  when  used? 
When  not  obtained,  do  not  they  suffer  inconve- 
niences ?  The  gentleman  too  thinks  the  tax  on 
salt  extremely  high,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed— that  the  West  manufacture  for  them- 
selves, aad  the  Atlantic  States  pay  almost  the 
whole  duty.  But  does  not  our  salt,  even  with 
the  duty,  come  cheaper  to  us  than  their  salt  to 
them  ?  It  costs  them  nearly  twice  as  much  as 
our  salt  does  us.  But  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  the  selection  of  the 
duty  on  salt.  Does  he  not  know  that  a  great  part 
of  the  imported  salt  with  us  is  consumed  in  the 
fisheries,  and  that  the  bounty  on  pickled  fish,  and 
allowance  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fish- 
erie.s.  are  fair  equivalents  for  the  duty  on  the  salt 
used  in  that  business?  Does  he  not  recollect 
likewi,*e  that  we  have  extensive  salt  works  in 
New  England,  encouraged  and  protected  by  this 
duly  ?  Sir,  I  much  doubt  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing the  salt  lax.  The  honorable  gentleman 
says  further,  that  he  is  against  this  wholesale 
mode  of  legislation,  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  it. 
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Sir,  were  not  these  taxes  put  on  the  people  by 
wholesale?  The  honorable  gentleman  now  pro- 
poses that  we  should  act  upon  them  singly,  thai 
is,  he  retails  them  out  to  us.  Sir.  I  will  lake  them 
by  wholesale  and  retail,  from  the  hands  of  the 
Government  and  the  backs  of  the  people.  The 
honorable  gentleman  says  our  commerce  and  nav- 
igation are  crippled,  many  of  our  merchants  bank- 
rupt, and  our  poor  destitute  of  bread  ;  and  yet  we 
will  not  repeal  these  taxes — nay,  he  yesterday 
voted  to  postpone  indefinitely  this  resolution  to 
repeal  them  ;  how  will  he  answer  this  to  his  con- 
stituents? How  to  New  England?  burdened 
and  oppressed  as  they  are.  If  gentlemen  are  not 
pleased  with  our  climate,  variable  and  severe  as 
it  is,  yet  congenial  to  feelings  there  nourished  ; 
if  gentlemen  are  not  satisfied  with  our  soil,  rough 
and  barren  as  much  of  it  is,  yet  pleasant  to  the 
eye  which  there  first  wept ;  if  they  are  not  con- 
tent with  our  country,  bleak  and  mountainous  as 
it  IS,  yet  dear  to  the  heart  which  there  first  beat, 
let  them  seek  a  better  country — ye?,  sir,  even  a 
heavenly  one.  to  which.  Father  in  Heaven,  con- 
duct all  thy  children  ! 

But,  sir,  we  stand   pledged   to   the  American 
people  to  repeal  these  taxes;  it  is  a  mere  tempo- 
rary system,  and   so  considered    in    the    report  of 
the  committee  which  recommended  their  imposi- 
tion ;  it  was  during  war,  when  other  sources  of 
revenue   failed,  ''for  defraying  the    expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit," 
during  that  disastrous  period  ;  and  a  limitation 
of  all  the  acts  was  established  at  their   passage, 
otherwise  you  would  not  have  dared  burden  the 
people  with  them.     We  heard  nothing  then  about 
this  as  a  system  to  be  perpetually  poaevered  in 
to  equalize  that  system,  for   to  that   length  the 
arguments    of  gentlemen  go.     To  each    ot    the 
acts  imposing  duties — first,  on  refined  sugar ;  sec- 
ond, on  carriages  and  harness  ;  third,  on  licenses 
to  distillers;  fourth,  on  sales  at  auction  of  mer- 
chandise and  of  ships  and  vessels  ;  (to  be  of  ships 
and    vessels,   which    you    can    now    scarce   give 
away  !)  fifth,  stamps  on  bank  notes  and  bills  of 
exchange;  and   sixth,  on   licenses   to  retailers  of 
wines,  dec,  and   merchandise;  (what  more   un- 
equal ?  the  same  tax  on  a  petty  retailer  with  a 
capital  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  the  wealthy 
merchant  with  a  capital  of  fifty  thousand  ;   and 
the  consumer,  on  account  of  this  tax.  paying,  in 
the    additional    price  of  the   commodities,    four 
times  the   lax  !) — I  repeat,  that  to  each  of  these 
acts,  all  passed  in  1813,  was  added  this,  as  a  con- 
cluding section — ''And  be  it  further  enacted^  That 
'  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termi- 
'  nation  of  the  war  in  which  the  United   States 
'  are  now  engaged  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
*  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  one  year  there- 
'  after,  and  no  longer,''''   that   is,  until  the   17th 
February    1S16.     Still,  in    violation  of  all   your 
engagements,  and  of  this  solemn  assurance  to  the 
American  people,  they  are  continued  to  this  day, 
and  are  now  advocated  and  defended  as  a  system. 
See,  too,  bir,  the  art  and  address  with  which  this 
system    is  brought  forward.     Moderate  internal 

taxes  are  first  imposed,  on  the  ground  of  extreme 


necessity,  with  a  solemn  assurance  they  should 
cease  in  one  year  after  the  war.  They  next  greatly 
increase  nearly  all  those  laws — some  more  than 
double  ;  and  then,  before  they  expire,  supposing 
the  people  well  broke  to  the  bit.  they  re-enact 
them  all.  without  limitation.  What  yesterday 
was  but  innovation,  is  now  defended  as  a  system. 
If  the  people  of  this  country  can,  for  a  moment, 
lamely  acquiesce  in  such  a  breach  of  the  public 
faith — in  such  daring  encroachments  on  their 
rights  and  interests,  even  the  little  standing  army 
which  we  now  have  on  foot,  will  not  be  nec-ea- 
sary  to  deprive  them  of  their  remaining  rights 
and  privileges. 

Of  that  army,  sir,  which  has  been  introduced 
into  this  debate,  I  shall  say  nothing.     I  have  no 
enmiiy  against  the  profession— I  honor  the  hon- 
orable  part  of  it,  whether  it   be  the  skilful  and 
gallant  officer   that   plans,  and   commands,  and 
feads,  or  the  firm,  the  brave  yeoman,  that  suffers, 
that  fights,  that  bleeds,  for  his  country,  or  glori- 
ously falls  in  her  defence.     But  place  not  your 
dependence  on  a  standing  army  ;  the  very  name  is 
ominous  to  liberty — for  though  your  ten  thousand 
bayonets  may  not  be  able  to  murder  all  our  citi- 
zens, or   destroy   their  liberty,   still    those    who 
handle  and  direct  them,  may  eat  us  up !     The 
expense  of  your  Military  Establishment  is  enor- 
mous— more  than  six  millions  of  dollars  annually, 
according  to  your  present  appropriations.     The 
blessed  volume  informs  us,ihat  the  horse  leech  has 
two  daughters,  crying — give — give  !  so  does  your 
army  ;  there  is  no  satisfying  it.     Sir,  with  our 
virtuous  ancestors,  I  believe  a  standing  army,  in 
time  of  peace,  unnecessary  and  dangerous.    Yours 
ought  to,  and  I  hope  will  be  reduced.     It  causes 
you  to  neglect  your   militia ;  yet,  they  are  the 
true  and  safe  defence  of  free  nations-     Yes,  these 
are  the  breastworks  on  which  you  must  rely,  in 
the  hour  of  peril— in  the   tug  of  war.    'Tis  the 
owners  of  the  soil,  who  must  defend  it  against  all 
invaders. 

Gentlemen  on  the  same  side,  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  this  debate,  have  clearly  demonstra- 
ted that  ?he  amount  of  these  internal  taxes  is  not 
wanted  to  defray  your  ordinary  expenses,  extrav- 
agant as  they  are,  nor  to  maintain  your  public 
credit.     The  net  estimated  amount  of  these  taxes, 
for  four  years    to  come,  is  $2,500,000  aunually. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  re- 
port on  the  state  of  the  finances,  states  an  excess 
of  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  in  1816,  beyond  the 
estimate  of  expense  for  that  year,  of  813,500,000; 
he  estimates  the  permanent  annual  revenue  of  the 
year  1820.  at  $24,250,000;  putting  the  customs  at 
S18.0O0.060.  the  permanent  annual  expenditure, 
until  the  public  debt  is  redeemed  (including  an 
addition  of  $J.OOU.i»00    to    the   present    Sinking 
Fund  of  $8,000,000,  and  for  the  military  service 
^6,459,025,  annually.)  is  placed  at  $23,500,000; 
and  calculating  on  this  extravagant  plan  of  ex- 
penditure, he    says   there   will   be  "  an  excess  of 
revenue,  beyond  ttie  estimated  expenditure  during 
the  next  four  years,  of  $8,400,000  ;"  for  what  pur- 
poses ?    Tura  over  a  new  leaf  in  the  Secretary's 
book,  and  see — '•  Applicable  to  such   objects  of 
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in^rial  .mprovemeDt,  or  national  defence,  as  I  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
th^^Ji'dom  ot  Congress  may  direct."     Ye..,  sir,    third  time  to-morrow 

th.,  t,  .he  order  of  the  day  :  Grand  canals-,  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
spl^I.d  military  roads-magn.ficent  public  edi-  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War.  transmMtinl 
flc^waste  a.d  profusion  m  most  of  your  ex-  the  information'required  by  the  resolution  o  hi 
ne^Hures,  an-l    many   of  vour   neon  e     n   rfl.»s.  I  \F>,h  .nc.»„r   ,^i«....„  .„  _  I...:_„  ...''".* 


{)e^!4ures,  an-l  many  of  your  people  in 
<fo.fr,  sir,  if,  instead  of  adding  three  millions°to 
the^l^nking  Fund,  you  add  but  two,  at  the  end 
of  fT^tn^-xt  four  years  there  will  be  in  the  Trea- 
8ur;*^12  40O.QO0;  but  your  internal  taxes  for 
th«-toiir  years,. amount  only  to  810,000,000.  Re- 
peal l^e  taxes  aow,  and  there  will  be  in  the  Trea- 
»ar>^^t  the  ei|d  of  said  four  years,  $2,400,000; 
afu-v  jhat.  shoiild  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary 
be  ^i^d  correct,  you  can  add  but  one  million  to 
you^lSinking  Fund  of  eight  million;  making 
yoUifAorjual  ejpenditure  S'^1, 500,000 ;  and,  after 
the  lineal  of  ttte  internal  taxes,  your  annual  rev- 
en  ui'>^1.750,Cll0— excess  of  the  latter.  $250,000, 
ai>«   baiancj?   of  $2  4iX),000  in  the   Treasury' 


Th»i?.^  calculations  are  consistent  with  all  your 
pubij^^'eogager^ents.  It  is  wrong— 'tis  oppressive, 
to  kt^  J  these  biAJen?  upon  the  people,  just  escaped 
frouw'^he  iiartiships  and  calamities  of  war.  If 
you  l^e  ihera  ,>t  their  burdens  now.  they  will  be 
bcllc^fble  to  b^ar  them,  should  the  future  neces- 
si'.ie^Ay  the  country,  which  God  forbid  !  demand 

Sr^ithis  question  goes  further  in  its  consequen- 
ces, ^in  to  reU've  the  people  of  their  grievous 
burd^  ;  the  g^eat  struggle  must  here  be  made — 
BiUiC»Jere  be  riecided  ;  would  to  God  it  could 
now  y^  decidedjsuccessfully  !  whether  true  econ- 
omy'^jid  severt*  retrenchment  shall  take  place  in 
your  T^overnmirnt.  or  waste,  extravagance,  and 
profu^n,  contijiue  in  all  your  departments.  This 
istb«>jrue  and;  great  point  in  contest;  turn  as 
yatt'^^ll,  this  i!j  the  real  question  now  to  be  de- 
len.i^xd.  I  de«  ra  it  of  the  last  importance  to  the 
welli,^!  of  my  vrountry,  and  the  prosperity  of  its 
ciliz?-^.  Gentlemen  favorable  to  this  resolution, 
shouid, permit  bOihing  to  divert  them  from  their 
objec<  let  the  i-fforts  of  our  opponents  to  distract 
but  ftr.  te  us  th^joaore — march  steadily  and  firmly 
forw«4l  toits accomplishment — give  neither  sleep 
toyc>v  eyes  nof  slumber  to  your  eye-lids  until 
your  t  forts  are  crowned  with  success.  If  a  sit- 
iiog  uufive  hours  be  not  sufficient,  sit  ten— nay. 
fifiee^ij  rather  than  fail.  Feeble  as  my  health 
Dnw  fJ  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great,  this 
D*<tirr|5l  object.  I  would  not  only  sit  here  during 
lfc4twrf|ne,  but  till  the  bright  and  the  morning 
Slur  •(;|)uld  dawn  on  my  country. 

/'         Tnt'R8DAY,  February  20. 
MvIJThomau  Wilson   presented  a  petition  of 
merab*rrs  of  the   General    A.vserably    of 
Ivania,  praying  that  a  district  and  circuit 
■  the  Uc^iied  States  may  be  established  at 
ot  Pm.iburg,  in  that  State.— Referred  to 
iiimiiieeoo  the  Judiciary. 
^Ir;  ^ERBEBi-.   from   the    Committee   for   the 
Dj>iri^  ol  Colusmbia,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
Ibie  t^jfcnsion   i.'f  the  Columbian    turnpike   road 
Wiikjriilhe  Dibi^ci  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read 


15th  instant,  relative  to  a  mutiny  in  the  late  38th 
regiment  of  infantry;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War.  transmit- 
ting  information    relative   to   the  claims  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  for  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  miliiia  ordered  out  by  the  Execu- 
tive authority  of  that  State  during  the  late  war  • 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborodqh, 
^      Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
I  ther  any,  and  if  any.  wbaf  measures  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  adopted  in  coni^equence  of  the  great 
lailure  of  the  corn  crop  in  the  past  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  reported  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress  such  measures  as  he 
may  deem  most  effectual  for  the  security  of  the 
country  watered  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its 
tributary  streams,  against  the  maritime  force  of 
an  enemy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  TO  CANAL  STOCK. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wilsom,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  made  a  further  report,  which 
was  read;  when  Mr.  W.  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  shares  in  the 
capital  stoijf  of  certain  canal  companies  therein 
mentioned;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  4th  of 
December  last,  so  much  of  the  Mc8«age  of  the  Frew- 
dent  of  thrt   United   States  as    relates  to   roads   and 
canals,  hating   heretofore  made   report,  in  part,  and 
having  had  the  subject  under   further  consideration, 
ask  leave  to  report  a  bill  authoriring  the  Secretary  of 
the   Treasury  to   subscnbe    for   share*   in    the    capital 
slock  of  certain  canal  companies  therein  mentioned, 
to  wit;  the  Chesapeake   and   Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany, and  the  company  incorporated  by  the  eiutea  of 
Virginia    and   iNorth    Carolina  for   opening    a    canal 
through  the  Dismal  Swamp,  from  Deep  creek,  a  branch 
of  Ehzabeth   river,  which   runs  into  the  Cheaapeake 
bay,  in  Virginia,  and  Joyce's  creek,  a  branch  of  Paa- 
quoUnk  river,  which  runs  into  Albemarle  sound,  in 
North  Carolina. 

The  facU  and  reasoning  which  have  governed  the 
committee  with  respect  to  the  first  mentioned  canal 
are  set  forth  in  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  prcai- 
dent,  directors,  and  company,  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee on  the  lOlh  day  of  January  last;  and  the  facU 
and  reasoning  which  have  governed  the  committee 
with  respect  to  the  last  mentioned  canal  are  set  forth 
in  the  survey  and  written  dcscripUon  reported  by 
Major  Kearney,  topographical  engineer,  and  commu- 
nicated by  the  Acting  8«'crctary  of  War  to  your  com- 
mittre,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  on  lichalf  of  the 
committee  of  that  department;  which  written  deacrip- 
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twn,  together  with  the  petition  afcreaaid,  the  oommH- 
tee  submit  a«  a  part  of  this  report. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  Ike  VnUed  Statea  in  Confess  atsembled: 
The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  Directori  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  on  behalf 
of  th*t  company,  respectfully  showeth,  that  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company  have,  at  several  times  heretofore,  pre- 
sented memorials  to  Congress  praying  for  iu  aid. 

In  these  memorials  the  most  ample  information  was 
given  of  the  importance  of  the  canal,  its  practicability, 
and  the  measures  taken  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Refer- 
ring to  them,  your  memorialiiU  feel  it  unnecessary  to 
swell  this  application  with  a  repetition  of  facU  often  set 
forth,  and  universally  acknowledged;  they  confine 
themselves,  therefore,  at  present,  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress such  prominent  features  in  their  case  as  the  oc- 
caoion  demands. 

It  18  well  known  that  after  the  importance  of  open- 
ing the  communication  between  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  had  excited  the  attention  of  the  most  intel- 
)ig«nt  men  of  the  eoontry  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, it  was  begun  with  enthusiasm,  and  successfully 
prosecuted  for  more  than  two  years  ;  dunng  which  all 
Um  preliminary  operations  were  completed,  and  con- 
siderable progresa  made  in  cutting  the  canal  itself;  but 
at  the  expiration  of  this  time  it  became  ab«)lutely  ne- 
cessary to  suspend  it.  from  no  other  cause  than  the 
failure  of  funds,  arising  ft-om  the  neglect  of  the  stock- 
holders to  par  up  their  subscriptions. 

The  cauB^  of  this  neglect  were  fully  explained  to 
Congress ;  they  were,  in  fact,  no  other  than  that  in  a 
country  where  moneyed  capital  was  in  great  request 
for  a  thousand  uses,  which  yielded  an  immediate  and 
ample  return,  the  patience  of  the  public  was  not  ade- 
quate to  support  an  undertaking  where  reimburse- 
ment could  not  be  expected  for  some  years,  though 
certain  m  the  end ;  and  your  memonalisU  expresacd 
their  conviction,  founded  on  experience,  that  neither 
this  nor  any  siindar  work  would  succeed  in  the  United 
States,  unless  the  Government  could  patroniie  and 
assist  the  etforU  of  individuals  until  at  least  oue  work 
was  carried  into  successful  operation. 

It  will  be  seen  that  all  reasonable  means  were 
used  to  compel  the  payment  of  the  subscription  ;  but 
legal  remedies  would  not  produce  funds  with  the 
celerity  necessary  to  pay  workmen  and  continue  their 
operations  ;  ihe  directors  had  no  alternative,  therefore, 
but  to  suspend  them,  or  to  involve  numerous  indi- 
viduals in  distress.  Some  debu  were  unavoidably  left 
unpaid,  but  they  are  of  no  important  amount.  The 
mo^t  economical  disposal  was  made  of  the  tools  and 
perishable  property  ol  the  company,  and  the  works  left 
in  such  a  sute  that  they  may  be  repaired  at  httle  ex- 
pense when  the  operations  are  resumed. 

Your  memorialists,  having  frequently  represented 
these  circumsUnces.  and  received  no  pubUc  aid,  have 
been  compelled  to  wait  until  some  happier  auspices 
might  enable  them  to  revive  a  work  promising  the 
utmost  public  advantage  ;  and  these  they  now  hope 
to  experience  from  the  present  disposition  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature.  After  the  tenninalion  of  war,  Ihe 
glory  of  the  arts  naturally  excites  the  enterprise  of  a 
free  people,  and  your  memonalisU  think  they  perceive 
in   the  act«  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  spirit  to 


foster  them     they  feel,  therefore,  emboldened  to  press 


Uieir  interests  npon  iU  attention,  and  that  it  wootd  b« 
a  derehction  of  their  duty  to  omit  it. 

Your  memorialists  perceive  the  general  measures 
adopted  by  Congress  in  favor  of  roads  and  canals ; 
upon  which  subject  they  cannot  but  feel  a  hope  that, 
after  the  subject  has  been  recommended  by  the  Exe- 
cutive Department,  and  iu  imporUnce  acknowledged 
in  every  session  for  many  years,  some  magnanimous 
instance  will  b«  adopted  actually  to  bestow  lU  benefiu 
upon  the  country,  especially  as  there  is  no  way  in 
which  the  money  of  the  public  can  be  expended  more 
essentiaUy  to  iU  advanUge — a  fact  which  is  proved  by 
the  example  of  all  nations  with  whom  we  are  acquaint- 
ed, who,  in  this  respect,  have  engaged  in  a  rivalsbip 
with  each  other,  to  which  the  United  States  alone  can- 
not fail  to  be  a  party. 

While  the  utility  of  all  undertakings  ot  the  kind  i« 
question  must  be  universally    admitted,  the    specific 
adoption  of  some  precise  objecU  seems  essential  to  ren- 
der their  advantages  effectual.     Amid  the  numerous 
1  improvemenU  which  the  vast  area  of  our  country  pre- 
;  senu  to  view,  it  is  obvious   that  all  cannot  be  under- 
j  taken    at  once  ;  many  are  not  matured  ;  some  are  in 
I  districu  which  do  not  possess  a  population  to  support 
'  them  ;  and   others  can  as  yet  obUin  no  individual  aid 
j  to  that  which  the  Government  may  give  them,  so  that 
I  some   precedence  must  be  admitted  for  the  benefit  of 
I  all.  since  one  brief  and  useful  work,  carried  into  com- 
1  plete  and   successful  operation,  will  surely  lead  on  tb« 
i  rest,  while  numerous  undertakings,  pressed  on  together, 
I  wfll  only  render  each  other  abortive. 
'      In  this  situation,  your  raemorialisU  solicit  the  partic- 
ular attention  of  Congress  to  the  following  brief  state 
of  the   features  and  merit  of  the  work  they  represent, 
which   they  conceive  has  an  important  claim  on  the 
patronage  of  the  public  : 

1st.  The  utility  of  opening  the  communication  be- 
tween the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  has  been  admit- 
ted by  all  intelhgent  men,  ever  since  the  settlement  of 
the  country  ;  and  if  ever  this  utility  wanted  confirma- 
tion, it  received  it  during  the  late  war,  when,  by  iU 
means,  a  most  imporUnt  line  of  communication  and 
defence  might  have  been  formed  and  mainUined. 

2d.  The  more  extensive  inland  navigation  from  New 
England  to  Georgia  has  been  often  contemplated,  and 
it  is  obvious  that,  if  executed,  (as  no  doubt  it  maybe,) 
it  must  be  done  in  the  ouUet  by  opening  the  two  great 
links  between  the  Chesapeake,  Delaware,  and  Raritan. 
3d.  The  present  canal  forms  the  first  of  these  links, 
and  It  is  already  begun.  The  prehminary  operations 
to  organize  a  company  to  make  the  necessary  surveys, 
and  to  commence  a  work  of  this  kind,  are  always  at- 
tended with  difficulty,  delay,  and  expense;  these  bars 
all  been  accomplished  in  the  present  work,  as  none 
ever  received  a  more  rigid  investigation  by  the  ablest 
engineers  in  the  United  SUles. 

4th.  There  never  was,  perhaps,  a  canal  in  which  the 
two  great  requisites  for  its  perfection  were  so  well 
united  as  in  the  present  one,  viz ;  a  most  abundant 
supply  of  water  and  the  easiest  soil  for  execution,  as, 
in  the  whole  area  of  iU  route,  it  presenU  scarcely  a 
single  rock  or  stone  or  other  natural  obsUcle  ;  in  fact, 
from  the  shortness  of  the  dis^Unce  and  the  ease  of  lU 
execution,  it  would  almost  unmediately  present  to  us 
that  object  which  is  so  desirable,  of  an  actual  success- 
ful experiment.  r    u     nv, 

5th.  From  the  immense  coasting  trade  ol  tbe  Cties- 
apeake  and  Delaware,  the  revenue  upon  it  would  be 
so  uumediale  and  important  as  in  the  highest  degree 
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to  $i^i6Tra  thf  Vonfidence  of  the  country  in  such  un- 

(%»  A  part  of  it  is  already  well  executed,  and  that 
p»r«J'  at  once  the  most  difficult  in  the  whole  route, 
at)Lil|,ne  most  t-sential  in  the  prosecution  of  the  rest. 
If  J^lfJy  revivei.',  what  haa  been  done  will  be  restored 
at  Jg(>e  expensf  ;  but  it  is  obvious,  if  long  neglected, 
aiu*i}e  altogether  lost. 

l(li  Very  coiisiderable  funds  are  already  in  such  a 
!.tat*;j6  to  dejvend  on  the  measures  of  Congress  to 
bring  ahem  into  full  operation.  If,  by  patronage,  con- 
Iidi:^4  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  is  revived,  the 
aul^^ptions  aliftady  existing,  to  the  amount  of  $400,- 
(KHl  .%Jill  be  obttuned,  as  shares  in  which  partial  pay- 
tavj--  have  bcyn  made  will  become  valuable  pledges 
for  U{j*is  due;  Resides  which,  the  State  of  .Maryland 
hai-<|d8ed  a  cciiditional  law  to  subscribe  two  hundred 
tsi<l.if.y  shares;  (.$50,000  ;)  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
to  IJi'scribe  thvee  hundred  and  seventy-five  shares, 
($'iJ^VOO,)  upon  the  condition  that  the  United  Stale* 
•ha  iubscnbe  »fven^hundred  and  fifty  shares,  ($150,- 
OOO^it- '  •*-- '  ^-'  ■        ■     ■     ■ 

Mi 
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nd  the  Scale  of  Delaware  one  hundred  shares, 
00.)     Tins  subscription  of  Congres*,  therefore, 


wiiii  )<■?»" ize   Uie  rpst,    and  bring    into    effect  funds 
•"-L sufficient  for  executing  the  whole  work. 


noiX'4t  hope  foi* 
If  ucg  canal  hi 
chal^Cge  attent 
tht  Ifid  ;  but, 


ini;;*  .  „  -- 

l^^er  these  vircumstances,  your  memorialists  can- 

noiX-^t  hope  fo.-  the  aid  of  the  National  Legislature. 

hnd   never   been   begun,  it  would  now 

tion  among  the  first  national  objects  of 

mm         commenced  as  it  has  been,  and  pro-        .     i    i 

tidc<jvilh  the    means  of  procedure,  depending  upon     u'"?        V'*' ,  '' 
on#^  ntingencv  alone,  it  challenges  attention  by  every  ,  °^^^^   *''*   '*^' 
covl^yi'ration  which   can   arise   from  the  propriety  of    ?7^*'_^,*'"*  ^ 
leiitwf  Jig  confid,  nee,  animating  the  fortitude  of  indi- 
vidiA^,  and  giving   the  lead   and  direction   to   those 
puUti^works  wr,ich,  in  all  ages  and  countries,  do  the 
utiftisi  honor  tc  the  Government,  because  they  are  of 
thei^^atest  adv',intage  to  the  f>eopIe. 

•  -  ;  KENSEV  JOHNS, 

President,  6fc. 
•'  JOS.  GILPI\, 

•  J  JA.MES  C.  FISHER. 

C'lTT  or  Washinotox,  Nor.  5,  I8I6. 
^  .  In  obeiji^nce  to  so  much  of  the  order  of  the 
hor'*T>ble  the  S^cretery  of  War,  dated  May  31,  1816, 
as  rdites  to  the^connexion  of  the  navigation  of  Elizu- 
heth  Jif^er,  in  Viiginia,  with  that  of  the  waters  of  North 
C»T'4l|'».   I  ha\V  the   honor  to  submit  the  following 

T^l  routes  ordered  to  be  examined  arc  those  two, 
ft)r  t^«  opening  :jf  which  charters  have  been  granted 
tytji  Legislatures  of  Virginia  and  North  Carohna  ; 
*■•'*«'!  r8'""'"g  fa^  o""  near  Whitehouse's  landing,  on 
thP  <^tern  brari'h  of  Elizabeth  river,  is  proposed  to 
he  rnifbj  the  w^jy  of  Kempsville,  forming  at  that  place 
fa  s'o^le,  and  riinnmg  thence  nearly  on  a  right  line 
to  thrjupper  laiiding  on  North  river,  and  will  occupy 
a  di-4afice  of  between  eight  and  nine  miles. 

Xi'Jh  river  cannot  correctly  be  called  a  stream  ;  it 
ler  a  cre«^k  or  arm  of  Currituck  sound,  whose 
lamificatiiyns  arc  found  in  a  low  swampy  coun- 
.ich   adds^  to  them  scarcely  any  further  suppiv 
derived,  from    the  downfall  water.     A  slight  | 
^  ^     the   ground  separates   North  river  from  the 
*^-3  •ranches  M  Northwest  river,  and  the  southern 
^r«k!v^of  f'lizabcth  river.     The  lowest  ground  between  l 
Nof^i.j  landing   and  the  eastern  branch  of  Elizabeth: 
m*."hi  along  th.^  Beachen  swamp,  and  the  branch  of  ) 
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North  river  which  interlocks  with  it;  this  route,  to 
some  persons,  has  appeared  to  be  the  most  eligible  for 
the  "  coastwise  canal ;"  but  the  projector  has,  lor  many 
cogent  reasons,  rejected  it,  and  proposes  to  run  the 
canal  along  higher  ground  to  the  eastward  of  it.  It 
IS  not,  therefore,  to  be  supposed  that  a  supply  of  water 
can  be  had  for  a  canal  so  situated  from  the  west ;  nor 
18  the  country  to  the  east  of  the  proposed  route  much 
better  calculated  to  afford  a  supply,  the  Pungo  branch 
of  North  river  being  the  nearest  body  of  water  to  it, 
(except  mere  catchwater  drains,)  and  that  flows  over 
a  tract  of  land  parallel  with,  but  lower  than  it 

This  part  of  the  route  was  examined  in  company 
with  gentlemen  who  had  an  interest  in  it,  and  who 
acknowledged  the  impracticabUity  of  procuring  a 
stream  sufficient  for  the  required  purpose— an  opinion 
the  result  not  only  of  personal  examination,  but  of  the 
I  clear  and  unanimous  testimony  of  every  resident  whom 
I  consulted. 

It  being  impracticable  to  procure  a  stream,  or  even 
'  downfall  water,  sufficient  to  feed  the  canal,  it  then 
becomes  necessary  to  incur  the  difficulties,  risk,  and 
expense  of  making  a  cut  eight  or  nine  miles  on  one 
level,  at  least  two  or  three  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
neap  tides,  in  a  swampy  country  ;  or,  to  avoid  the 
swamps,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  high  ground,  and 
the  expense  increased  beyond  any  calculations  that 
have  yet  been  exhibited  in  relation  to  the  project ;  and, 
in  doing  so,  the  first  difficulties  of  the  work  only  are 
avoided,  and  there  yet  remains  the  difficulty  of  cutting 
k„i        .u-   i-..p|  ^jj  ^jjg  jjjg^  ^^  ^  country   which  the 

pproach  on  all  sides.  But  it  is  proposed 
to  supply  the  canal  by  means  of  steam  machinery,  and 
this  la  the  only  feasible  mode  that  has  been  suggested  ; 
the  objection  offered  to  it  is.  that  it  would  be  a  con- 
stant source  of  expense,  increasing  with  the  decrease 
of  timber. 

From  North  landing  the  river  is  navigable  for  craft 
of  any  burden,  except  at  one  shoal,  on  which  there  is 
nearly  five  feet  water  at  high  tide.     Abreast  of  White 
house,  on   Church's   island,  m  Currituck  sound,  and 
sir  miles  southeast  oi  the  court-house,  there  is  another 
shoal  of  black  .«oft  mud,  with  fine  sand  mixed  ;  it  has 
four  and  a  half  feet  of  water  over  it  at  high  tide.  Near 
Saher's,  about  nine  miles  south-southeast  of  the  last- 
mentioned    shoal,  the  channel  becomes  very  narrow 
and  crooked  ;  immediately  below   Salter's,  and  about 
ten   miles  from    White's  channel,  a  sand-bar  occurs, 
with  less  than  four  and  a  half  feet  over  it  at  high  tide. 
Having  passed  the  sand-bar.  the  channel  deepens  as 
It   enters   the   narrows,  which  wind  in  every  possible 
direction  through  «.alt  marshes  for  about  one  thousand 
•ix   hundred   yards  to  the  mud  flat,  which  must  be 
crossed,  running  due  south ;  it  has  four  feet  water  on 
it  at  high  tide.     South  by  east  of  the  mud  flat  is  the 
Trout  hole,  a  narrow  channel  running  due  west  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  ;  it  is  off  the  south  end  of 
Rattlesnake    island.     Thence   the    channel  continues 
south  by  east  one  mile  and  a  half  to  Jew's  quarter,  one 
hundred  yards  below   which    are   the  cross  rocks,  an 
oyster  bank,  makmg  across  nearly  the  whole  width  of 
the  sound  ;  the   channel  here  has  five  feet  water  in  it 
at  high  tide.     Thence  the  channel  runs  south  to  Pow- 
ell's  Point,  round   which  it  winds  in  a  course  nearly 
west-southwest,  and  then  makes  eastwardly  to  Albe- 
marle sound.     It  may  be   proper  here  to  state  that,  in 
speaking  (in   the  phraseology  of  the   country)  of  the 
tides  in  the  Currituck,  and  the  other  sounds  and  inland 
waters  with  which  it  is  connected,  a  regular  periodical 
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ebb  and  flow  of  the  waters  is  not  to  be  understood,  but 
that  change  which  is  produced  by  the  action  of  a  strong 
and  constant  wind  in  driving  the  water  from  one  sound 
into  another  ;  for  the  inlets  are  so  small,  compared 
with  the  extent  and  surface  of  the  sounds  and  creeks, 
that  the  causes  which  produce  tides  in  the  ocean  and 
open  bays  cannot  sensibly  affect  them  during  the  short 
period  of  their  operation.  In  Currituck  sound  the 
highest  tides  prevails,  usually,  in  .May  ;  sometimea  in 
the  month  of  .March  ;  ordinary  tides  during  Summer, 
unless 'it  be  very  dry,  or  the  wind  prevail  from  the 
north  or  west ;  the  lowest  tides  are  in  cold  weather, 
and  always  when  the  wind  is  from  the  North. 

To  render  the  sound  and  river  navigable  at  high  tide 
for  vessels  of  five  feet  draught,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
clear  out  at  least  one  thousand  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  channel  at  several  places,  and  through  shoals  of 
various  composition ;  and  the  distance  to  be  cleared 
will  be  greatly  increa«,cd  if  it  be  thought  advisable  to 
make  the  navigation  tolerably  direct.  But  to  procure 
a  channel  for  vessels  of  six  feet  draught,  the  di.stance 
to  be  cleared  may  be  very  safely  stated  at  twenty 
milest  or  more. 

It  has,  I  believe,  been  suggested  that  a  canal  from 
Currituck  court-house,  or  iu  vicinity,  to  Indiantown,  ; 
on  Indian  or  North  river,  a  branch  of  the   Albemarle  , 
•ound,  would  avoid  the  shoals,  and  obviate  all  objections 
that  can  be  made  to  this  part  of  the  route.     The  dis- 
tance  on  a  right  line  from  the  court-house  to  Indian- 
town   may  be  estimated   at  seven   miles,  and   would 
make   the  whole  distance  to  be   cut,  between  Norfolk 
and   Albemarle  sound,  about  sixteen  miles.     But  ad- 
mitting that  six  feet  water  may   be  had  at  all  seasons 
between  the  court-house  and   North  river,  (which,  in 
truth,  is   very  problematical,)   it  will   be  necessary  to 
cut  below  the  level  of  the  surface  of  the  water  of  the 
aound,  to  the  depth  of  at  least   six   feet,  or,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Kempsville  canal,  supply  water  by  means 
of  steam  machines.     The  ground  between  the  court- 
house and   Indiantown  is  higher  than  the  ground  be- 
tween Kempsville  and  North  landing  ;  and  to  open  the 
canal  to  six  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  sound  would 
require,  I  presume,  a  section  of  nearly  thirty  feet  per- 
pendicular, in  some  places  ;    and    the    distance  from 
Kempsville  to  Albemarle  sound  would  be   also  consid- 
erably increased,  for  Indian  river  is  very  crooked. 

The  other  route  ordered  to  be  examined  i«  occupied 
by  the  canal  which  extends  from  Deep  creek,  in  Virginia, 
to  Joyce's  creek,  in  North  Carolina  :    it  is  twenty-two 
miles  and  two  hundred  yards  long,  and  is  cut  on  two 
right  lines,  which,  at   fvo  miles  within    the  Virginia 
line,  make  with  each  other  an  angle  of  about  one  hun- 
dred   and    forty-seven    degrees.      This    canal    P»*«"     f^^i^^,  j^pit  of  water 
through  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  three  m'les  and  a  ,  '^'l'^^X!l   denom, 
quarter  to  the  eastward  of  Lake  Drummond,  or,  as  it  '  "   *" 
is  called  in  that  section  of  the  country,  '•  Drummond's 
pond."     This  canal   is  supplied    in  dry  seasons  by  a 
drain  from    the  lake,  and  in  very  wet   seasons  by  the 
flow  of  the  waters  of  the  swamp.     It  is,  at  the  feeder, 
sixteen  feet  six  inches  above  the  ordinary  level  of  the 
water  in  Joyce's  creek,  and  in  dry  seasons  at  least  six 
feet  below  the  level  of  the  lake.     Other  measuremenU 
have  made  the  height  of  the  surface  of  the  lake,  above 
high  water  mark,  in  Nansemond   river,  twenty-four 

feet. 

The  tract  of  country  occupied  by  the  swamp  lies, 
to  the  southward,  along  the  head  branches  of  Perqui- 
mans river,  Lillle  river,  Pasquotank  river,  and  North,  or 


Indian  river,  which  flows  into  Albermarle  sound ;  to  the  |  water 


eastward,  along  the  branches  of  Northwest  river,  which 
flowsinlo  Currituck  sound;  to  the  northeast  and  north, 
along  the  heads  of  the  southern  and  western  branches 
of  Elizabeth  river;  and  to  the  northwest,  along  the 
eastern  and  southern  creeks  of  Nansemond  river. 
The  ridge  of  land  which  separates  the  swamp  from 
the  head  waters  of  Summerion  and  Bennel's  creeks 
lies  west  of  it.  From  the  lake  to  the  high  ground 
west  of  it  the  distance  is  about  three  miles. 

That  the   swamp  is  caused  by  the   overflowing  of 
Drummond  lake  and  of  the  small  streams  to  the  west- 
I  ward  of  it,  and  not   by  its  own  springs,  is  an  opinion 
j  generally  entertained  by  the  most  intelligent  and  best 
;  informed  persons  in  the  neighborhood,  and  in  support 
of  which  very  cogent  reasons  are  offered.     The  ridge 
'  of  land  which  separates  the   heads  of  Bennet's  and 
Summerton  creeks  from  the  swpmp  is  about  ten  feet 
higher   than   the  lake ;    from   this    ridge   many  small 
streams    run   to  the  eastward,  untd  meeting  with  a 
sudden  declivity,  from  whence  also  issue  innumerable 
springs  of  water,  they  spread  over  the  surface  of  the 
land,  and  fall  chiefly  into    Lake  Drummond,  between 
I  Oriipeake  and  Jericho;  they  cannot,  however,  be  sup- 
posed to  be  equal  to  the  supply  of  a   body  of  water 
I  which  is  stated   to  be  nearly  seven  miles  long  by  five 
'  miles   wide,  having  nine  feet  depth  of  water  within 
!  thirty  yards  of  its  shores,  twelve  feet  at  three  hundred 
yard's,  and  fourteen  feet  in  the  centre,  and  which  never 
shrinks   more  than   cightean  or  twenty  inches  in  the 
very  driest   seasons,  but  continues  to  overflow  at  all 
limes  a  tract  of  country  so  extensive  as  that  which  is 
covered  by  the  Dismal  Swamp. 
!       When  the  canal  was  projected,  twenty -five   years 
I  !\go,  it  was  believed  that  the  country  through  which 
it  was  to  be  cut  was  a  perfect  level,  without  an  incli- 
nation of  surface  sufficient  even  to  enable  the  waters 
of  the  lake  to  flow  off  through  the  canal  when  ii  should 
be  opened.     It  was  even  feared,  it  would  seem,  that, 
should  more  water  than  was  requisite  to  fill  the  canal 
be  permitted  to  escape  from  the  lake,  the  dry  and  cul- 
tivated  lands  in   its  vicinity  might   be  injured ;  and 
such  continued  to  be  the  opinion  entertained,  until,  a 
ditch  being   cut    and   locks  constructed,  it  was  found, 
when  in  the  dry  seasons  the  water  ceased  to  flow  but 
through  the    feeder  of  the    lake,  that  at  the   head  of 
a  lock  the  water  was  deep  and  smooth,  while  at  some 
distance  from  it,  and  towards  the  feeder,  there  was  a 
constant  but  shallow  current. 

This  circumstance,  for   the  first  time,  induced  an 
opinion  that  the  country  between  the  tide  waters  and 
the  lake  was  not  perfectly  level ;  there  were  then  con- 
structed  intermediate   locks,  yet   at  the   foot  of  each 
there  has  never  been  more  than  eighteen  or  twenty 
inches  depth  of  water.     In  this  situation  the  canal  (if 
it  may  be  so   denominated)  remained   until   the  late 
war  and  other  circumstances  combined  to  force  into 
view    the  absolute    necessity  of  a  more    liberal    and 
enlarged    intercommunication   between    Elizabeth  or 
Nansemond  river  and  the  waters  of  North  Carolina. 
During  the  Summer  of  the   present  year,  the  man- 
agers  have  engaged   in    the   work  of  dcepemng    and 
widening  the   canal   with  a  correct    and  enterprising 
'  liberality,  which  is,  however,  unfortunately  limited  by 
the  difliculty  of  obtaining  the  requisite  funds.     They 
'  propose  that,  for  the  present,  it  shall  have  an  average 
surface  width  of  twenty-eight  feet,  with  a  talus  just 
'  sufficient  to  preserve  the  banks,  and  that   it  shall  be 
capable  of  floating  vesseU  drawing  at  least   four  feet 


To  accomplish  this  purpose,  it  is  calculated 
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tb»e  tiey  must  rxp«nd  nearly  $80,000.  Heretofore 
the  %'i^prsl  siirfWre  width  has  not  excerde<]  eighteen 
feet  \  Ik  some  places  it  is  more,  in  some  less.  Aa  ad- 
diti«)|l  cut  in  d<  pth  i«  making  from  the  foot  of  each 
lock  •i^3«^a''ds  the  head  of  the  one  next  below  it,  ao  that 
the  fr'i^om  thall  in  no  place  be  less  than  six  feet  from 
the  4f*'^'  <^^  ^^^  country,  or  eight  feet  from  the  top  of 
the  •>>. 

Tlf<>;only  doubts  that  occur  aa  to  the  practicability 
ofre^fi^nng  this  canal  navigable  for  vessc Is  of  six  feet 
draufr '  arise  froni  the  nature  of  the  soil  through  which 
it  pi&ics,  and   the  depth  of  the  water  at  its  outlets. 
WUl^  )he  first  Cdt  was  made,  the  water  uozetl  through 
the  t.iini  and   bottom  of  the  canal,  carrying  with  it  a 
quai'^ty  of  sand,   which   in    some    places  choked    the 
pasit^fi  by  formcig  shoals,  which  threatened  to  reap- 
pesf  ?^  often  as  L,iey  were  removed.     They  were  sup- 
pose i^  be  the  mist  serious  obstacle  to  the  deepening 
of  ih^  ^anal.     Dpring  the  last  Summer,  one  of  these 
pi*c.;^l«a8  been  dcr^pened  two  feet  below  the  old  bottom 
wilhy^t  any  difii>.ulty,  and  presents  a  fine  dry  surface 
of  sa^Mmixed  wirh  some  blue  ciay  ;  and  it  is  belie'ved 
that^-  foight  be  .further   deepened  without  striking  a 
Tein  "f  water.     7  he  sides  of  the  canal  have   become 
compact  and  firm   by  the  settling  of  the  soil,  as  is  the 
case  vtuh  all  the  '■leared  land  in  the  swamp  since  the 
wat4|r.|^t8  been  drained    by  the  canal,  and  the  numer- 
0U4  rtn%l  cuts  tat  ie  for  bringing  shingles  and  staves 
ou<  Ql  If  e  woods.    Generally,  the  soil  has  sunk  twelve 
inth'rs  ;^the  doubt.s  which  arose  from  this  source  have, 
tbrr^tort,  in  a  great  measure  ceaseJ. 

T^.t  ij'asquotarik  is  a  deep  and  crooked  river,  into 
whi<||Ji  ^jyce's  crtik  empties  ;  the  only  obstruction  in 
it  iskrrr'rrow  sanvl-bar  atiout  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  i^tl4t  of  the  canal,  over  which  there  is  usually 
four  {#e|  water. 

I)^fp|.-reek,  which  empties  into  the  southern  branch 
of  E'<^»ieth  rivet.,  and  into  which  the  canal  disem- 
bogu<-^,  jhaa  been  jilled  up  by  the  sand  from  the  canal 
the  ci%tince  of  miirly  a  mile,  and  is  incapable  of  float- 
ing >^rls  of  an/  burden  at  low  tide;  at  high  tide, 
howe>is(.  vessels  ijrawing  (hree-and-ahalf  to  four  feet 
can  n^vK*^''  '''  ^*  '*  P'''P*'=**^  either  to  remove  the 
sane'. «»-  which  would  be  the  most  etfectual,  and  per- 
hat)ft.^4  cheapest-method,  to  make  a  new  cut  of  tour 
or  fi•■^  Itundred  jHrds  to  another  branch  of  the  creek, 
wbirb.>#'°rd'  >  suthcient  depth  of  water  for  the  required 
dr»utr^ 

In  .^nsidcring  the  relative  advantages  of  these 
routes  ifr  military  and  naval  purposes,  on  the  assump- 
tion tftwt  they  miflr  be  of  equal  depth,  (a  proposition 
already  JonsideretJ  in  this  report,)  it  is  necessary  to 
view  tji^^m    durinij  a  war  with  some  maritime  Power, 


being  separated  from  the  ocean  and  bay  by  a  very 
difficult  country,  and  the  land  around  Lake  Drum- 
mond  afTords  positions  ca{iable  of  being  maintained  by 
a  small  force  against  great  numbers.  The  security  of 
this  route  continues  until  it  coincides  with  the  other 
near  Koanake  island,  when  it  in  some  measure  be- 
comes exposed,  yet  not  so  much  as  the  lower  route  is 
in  passing  down  Currituck  sound. 

As  it  regards  distance,  the  Currituck  route  bat 
greatly  the  advantage,  being  about  fiflcen  miles  shorter 
than  the  swamp  route,  calculating  from  Norfolk  to 
Roanoke  island,  near  the  entrance  of  Albemarle  sound. 
But  for  the  transportation  of  supplies  from  the  country 
bordering  on  the  Roanoke,  Chowan,  and  Perquimans 
rivers,  and  the  other  branches  of  Albermarle  soand, 
the  upper  route  is  the  best,  not  only  as  it  regards 
safety,  but  in  distance  also  ;  ami  lU  connexion  with  the 
canal  proposed  to  be  cut  from  the  falls  of  the  Roanoke 
adds  much  to  its  importance.  Whether  this  canal  be 
cut  round  the  south  side  of  the  falls,  leaving  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  connected  with  the  Dan,  Suunton, 
and  Roanoke  nvers,  to  pass  off  by  the  natural  cbaand 
of  the  river  ;  whether  it  be  cut  from  the  north  side  of 
the  river  to  Murfreesboruugh  on  the  Meberrin  only  ; 
or,  finally,  whether  it  be  continued  up  Bennet's  creek 
to  the  White  Oak  Spring  marsh,  or  to  Suffolk  on  the 
Nanseinond  river,  its  connexion  with  the  (jreat  Dis- 
mal  Swamp  canal  is  intiiBale  and  importanL 

The  country  with  which  either  of  the  canals  would 
immediately  connect  Elisabeth  river  is  capable  of  fur- 
nishing many  materials  and  supplies  for  the  Army  and 
Navy  ;  and  there  may  now  be  had  from  it  red  and 
white  oak  of  a  large  growth,  red  cedar,  cypress,  juni- 
per, holly,  beach,  poplar,  black  and  sweet  gum,  white, 
yellow,  and  pitch  pine,  and  maple.  Much  flax  is 
raised,  and  Indian  corn,  wheat,  tobacco,  cotton,  and 
hemp  may  be  had  from  it.  Considerable  numbers  of 
horned  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine,  are  raised  in  the  low 
country  for  market;  and  the  waters  of  North  Carolina 
furnish  great  quantities  of  shad  and  herring.  Iron  ore 
is  found  in  the  mountains,  where  there  are  some  foun- 
dries, and  small  quantities  of  lead  have  been  procured  ; 
it  is  probable  that  sufl^cient  for  the  purposes  of  Gov- 
vernment  might  be  had,  if  a  communication  vrere 
opened  with  the  country  containing  those  minerals. 
An  assertion  has  been  hazarded,  which,  though  loose, 
deserves  investigation  ;  that  sulphur  and  saltpetre  may 
be  procured  from  the  mountains.  Tar  and  turpentine 
form  some  of  the  principal  articles  for  exportation,  and 
are  to  be  had  from  the  country  round  Edenton,  as  well 
as  from  other  places.  It  may  be  satisfactory  to  ex- 
hibit the  following  list  of  some  of  the  most  bulky  ar- 
ticles passed  through  the  Dismal  Swamp  canai   in  the 


in  wlnf^  rapidity  ^jf  movement  and  complete  security     year  1815,  during  the  few  weeks  it  was  open  for  navi 
L      ,-         jy^^  j.^  possible,  be  combined  in  the  tran 
portatki^  of  supplies,  materials,  and  troops. 
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Curi^iiuck  courj-house,  near  which  the  lower  canal 
route  -.Ztput  pass,  is  but  ten  miles  distance  from  the 
inlet ;.  a*id  the  sound,  which  is  not  more  than  four 
railes^v'^rage  wiiitji,  is  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a 
sand  >.'ich  so  lov"-as  to  expose  to  the  view  of  ships 
cruisi^lalong  the  Jroast  everything  that  passes  down 
It.  li,'  (linnot  be  considered  safe  during  war,  unless 
an  art.iAl  force  b-^  constantly  stationed  at  the  inlet, 
it  is  j^i*  near  thi^Chesapeake  as  to  be  considered 
within  liC  cruising  ground  of  vessels  blockading  that 
bay,^;,,^WRs  visitnl  during  the  late  war  by  the  enemy, 
wbo^tHii  or  earned  off  the  few  craft  they  found  in  it. 

Or-^)^  contrarj'i  the  upper  route  is  perfectly  safe, 


gation  ;  they  are  exclusive  of  articles  paying  toll  by 
valuation,  and  of  the  large  amount  of  coasting  tonnage 
which  passes  to  sea  through  Currituck  and  Ocracoke 
inlets,  and  down  Core  sound;  6,519,419  shingles, 
1,160,591  staves,  from  the  south  and  east  sides  of  Lake 
Drummond,  and  exclusive  of  those  sent  by  the  way  of 
Norfolk;  16,70J  bushels  of  Indian  corn  ;  2,313  bushels 
of  rice;  2,138  hogsheads  of  tobacco;  2,762  barrels  of 
fish  ;  3,575  barrels  of  tar ;  529  casks  of  turpentine 
spirits;  2,473  bales  of  cotton;  119  barrels  of  black 
had  ;  327  tons  of  iron  ;  181  tons  of  lead,  and  powder 
and  shot. 

Ship  timber  and  the  bulky  materials  for  house  build- 
ing are  immcd  lately  shipped  for  their  place  of  ultimate 
destination  ;   the  canal,  in  its  present  state,  being  con- 
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sidered  incapable  of  admitUng  them  to  pass  through 
it.  It  is  to  be  considered,  also,  that,  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  presented  by  the  falls  of  the  Roanoke, 
the  produce  of  the  country  bordering  on  that  river, 
and  on  lU  branches,  the  Dan  and  SUunton  rivers, 
generally  finds  its  way  over  land  to  Petersburg.  The 
country  south  of  the  Roanoke  and  of  Albemarle  sound 
is  nearly  equally  acces8it)le  by  both  routes. 

It  may  be  well,  also,  before  concluding  this  report, 
(already,  perhaps,  drawn  to  too  great  a  length,)  to  ob- 
serve, that  if  the  navigation  of  Currituck  sound  be 
supposed  to  possess  any  peculiar  advantages,  except 
in  point  of  distance,  or  if  the  value  of  the  productions 
of  the  country  bordering  on  it,  should  justify  the  ex- 
pense of  a  direct  water  communication  with  Elizabeth 
river,  such  communication  can  be  obtained  by  con- 
necting the  head  of  Northwest  river  with  the  Dis- 
mal Swamp  canal.  This  river  has  its  source  in  the 
morass,  eastward  of  Lake  Drummond,  and  serves  as 
one  of  the  drains  of  that  body  of  water  ;  it  crosses 
the  canal  north  of  the  feeder,  and  enters  Currituck 
sound  south,  and  within  about  a  mile  of  the  mouth  of 
North  river.  By  clearing  out  the  bed  of  this  stream 
for  the  distance  of  about  four  miles,  or  by  making  a 
lateral  canal  of  much  less  than  that  distance,  the  de- 
sired communication  would  be  established  at  a  trifling 
expense  compared  with  the  cost  of  a  practicable  canal 
by  the  way  of  Whitehouse's  landing  and  North  river, 
and  would  possess  nearly  all  its  advanUges,  aided 
by  its  lateral  cut,  if  we  except  that  of  the  rapid  move- 
ment of  gunboats  between  Lynnhaven  bay  and  Curri- 
tuck sound. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfally,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JAMES  KEARNEY, 
Major  Topographical  Enginters. 

P.  8.  My  report  on  so  much  of  the  order  of  May 
31,  1816,  as  relates  to  the  dofsnce  of  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  dec,  IS  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Col.  George 
Bomford,  of  the  Ordnance  corps  ;  other  materials  col- 
lected during  last  Summer  remain  to  be  reported  M 
occasion  shall  require.     Respeclfiilly, 

J.  KEARNEY. 

GsoKGK  Gkahax,  Esq., 

Acting  ikcrttary  of  War. 


INTERNAL  DUTIES. 

The  order  of  the  day,  on  the  proposition  to  re- 
peal the  ioiernal  taxes,  having  bt-eo  announced,  a 
motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the 
day,  in  order  to  take  up  the  annual  pension  bill. 
This  motion  wav  supported  by  .Messrs.  Calhoun. 
CiiappcLi^  Tayi^r.  Fohsyth,  and  Southard, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Williams.  Fletcher, 
Webster,  and  Canno!*,  in  an  animated  conver- 
sation, rather  than  debate,  and  was  negatived,  67 
votes  to  65. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  ihe 
dty,  on  the  resolution  lo  repeal  the  internal  du- 
ties. 

Mr.  Sheffey  withdrew  a  raoiion  he  had  previ- 
ously made  to  amend  the  resolve,  so  as  to  read 
nearly  a?,  follows  :  '- Resolved,  '•  That  the  Army 
'  shall  be  reduced  to  six  thousand  men,  and  the 
'  acis  laying  internal  duties,  &c.,  be  repealed." 

Mr.  Jackson  made  a  motion,  which  he  said  he 
felt  constrained  by  imperious  necessity  lo  offer, 
to   prevent  a   further  waste   of  the  time  of  the 


House  on  a  proposition  which  could  lead  to  do 
result,  lo  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Desha, 
Hardin,  and  Ki.ng,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Hotr 
BERT.  On  the  one  hand  it  was  said  the  proposi- 
tion was  one  of  great  importance,  on  which  every 
one  had  made  up  their  minds  and  were  probably 
ready  to  decide.  On  the  other  band,  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  was  admitted,  but  the  possi- 
bility of  deciding  it  definiiivt'ly  at  the  present 
session,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  was  denied. 
The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  on 
the  motion,  some  geaileraen  expressed  other  rea- 
sons for  their  votes. 

.Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  was  disposed  to  vote  for 
a  partial  repeal  of  the  taxes,  but  being  now  alto- 
gether convinced  that  the  discussion  would  con- 
sume the  whole  session,  without  the  possibility  of 
arriving  at  a  practical  result,  he  should  vote  for 
a  postponement  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Fletcher  exhorted  the  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  the  repeal,  not  to  be  deterred  by  the  consider- 
ations presented,  from  voting  against  this  motion. 
He  hoped  they  would  march  boldly  up  lo  the 
question,  and  that  the  House  would,  for  once, 
take  ihe  side  of  the  people. 

Mr.  McLea.n,  on  the  other  hand,  under  the  im- 
pression thai  the  continuance  of  ihis  discussion 
would  prevent  the  uansaciion  of  any  other  busi- 
ness at  the  present  session,  asked  how  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  on  their  return  home,  could 
account  to  the  people  for  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  ?  We  are  sent  here,  said  he.  to  perform  le- 
gislative acts;  and  it  is  not  he  who  exclaims  that 
he  is  the  friend  of  llie  people,  that  best  performs 
the  duty  of  a  Representative  ;  but  he  who  endea- 
vors to  discharge  bis  duty  conscientiously  and 
effectually. 

Mr.  Yates  said,  if  he  could  conceive  it  possible 
that  this  question  could  be  examined  in  all  its 
bearings  at  this  session,  he  should  be  the  last  to 
wish  to  defer  it.  But,  seeing  the  differing  opinions 
on  this  subject,  he  was  convinced  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  would  only  tend  to  the 
consumption  of  time,  and  he  felt  himself  obliged 
to  vote  to  lay  the  resoluton  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pickering,  though  in  favor  of  a  reduction 
of  the  Army,  was  opposed  to  a  repeal  of  the  taxes, 
and  therefore  in  f^vor  of  postponement,  for  vari- 
ous reasons  which  he  assigned;  a  leading  one  of 
which  wa.s,  the  moral  effect  of  the  duly  on  whis- 
key, to  limit  ihe  coasumpiion  of  it. 

Mr.  King  iniiraaied  that  the  whole  amount  of 
Mr.  Pickering's  argument  was,  that  all  the  taxes 
ought  to  be  retained,  that  the  whole  nation  should 
be 'taxed  for  the  sake  of  a  few  miserable  drunk- 
ards, r  1  U 

Mr.  Alexander  was  in  lavor  of  laying  the  res- 
olution on  the  table;  not  that  he  was  opposed  to 
a  repeal  of  the  taxes — but  he  should  conceive  it 
mere  pretension,  at  the  present  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Little  said  he  believed  many  of  the  taxes 
to  act  oppres-^ively  on  a  large  portion  of  his  con- 
stiiuents,  and  should  iherelore  have  been  in  favor 
of  a  repeal  of  them,  had  not  the  question  of  a  re- 
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ductfm  of  the  Army  been  connected  with  it.  He 
beli&ed  his  coiistituents.  if  the  question  wa?  put 
(o.^^m  indiv'-dually.  would  not  consent  to  the 
>^^  of  the  taxes,  if  it  was  to  involve  the  reduc 
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tio^-jf  the  Artny. 

n<^  1"*^"°"  0°  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
taM^JJ  was  theM  taken,  and  resulted— veas  77, 
Day2*7S,  as  foltous: 

i'^l* — McssTsh  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
tonc^ker,  BarK'ur,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betta, 
Bu<&e.  Breckenndge,  Brook.s,  Brown,  Caldveell, 
C«l('?^n,  Carr  trf  Massachusetts,  Chappell,  Clark  of 
Nrixf  Tork,  ClarMeof  North  Carohna,  Condict,  Creigh- 
ton.;(*rocheron,  Ifmdley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gold,  Good- 
W3«5  l^nffin,  Haj-rison,  Hugcr,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Ir- 
*^'^i^  New  Viirk.  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Ke/^|f  Virginia,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  McLean, 
Wi^Uton,  Miller,,  Mills.  Milnor,  Jer.  Nelson,  Thomas 
M.  .^Sison,  Newtt>n,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Plea- 
snnti-,1  Robertson-!  Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schenck, 
^^*i«J'  ^™''^  ^  Maryland,  Southard,  Stearns,  Tag- 
paj^Sallmadge,  ^'aylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South 
Ca/v|ia,  Tclfaij,  Townscnd,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
wtl.'r  IVebstcr,  Wendover,  Wilde,  Willoughby,  Thos. 
Wils  A,  WiUian^  Wilson,  Woodward,  Yancey,  and 
"i  ates/  } 

N.4  Is— Messrs*  Adams,  Baer,  Baylies,  Birdsall, 
Bloufil,  Boss,  I^dbury,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cannon, 
Chhmiion,  Cille}j,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
(yoov.pooper,  CHawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Desha, 
l?icM#l5,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Goldsborough,  Hahn, 
Hak'^flardin,  Hester,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Herbert, 
l!ooJuY  Hungerwrd,  Jcwett,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kent,  JKilbourn,  Tving,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Loye, 
i-ylc^yon,  WnuMoiJay,  Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy,  Mc- 
K,ee,4^IofiUt,  MJoreTMoselev,  Hugh  Nelson,  Noyes, 
P»rr:j5  Peter,  Ijper,  Powell,  Reed,  Roane,  Root, 
SmiliJ^of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Siuaii^Sturges.  'j^aul,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace, 
W»n4.A,f  New  Y>srk,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton, 
Whil^' Ade,  Wilcox,  and  Williams. 

Mi4,|HtLBERr  spoke  at  some  length  in  decided 
oppojr»ion  to  the  repeal,  on  the  broadest  grounds. 
M^jiFoRSYTu,  conceiving  that  it  must  now  be 
obviij|s  to  every  gentleman  that  no  result  could 
florvi^^om  this  proposition,  at  the  present  session. 
i^ov.-r,r  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House,  to  postpone 
»l|e  rcijlution  tu  a  day  beyond  the  session. 
''AfiJr  some  conversation  on  this  motion,  the 
que\»ii}n  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  deci- 
ded 'inihe  negan  ve— yeas  77,  nays  S3,  as  follows  : 

Ys^;*— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  .\ther- 
ton,  yj^Ker,  Barbonr,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Bctts, 
Binli^-e,  Brcckcnridge,  Brooks,  Brown,  Caldwell, 
Calhjj^.i,  Carr  oj  .Massachusetts,  Chappell,  Clark  of 
Neu  :»"jprk,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Condict,  Con- 
npr,  »i|giighton,  Cocheron,  Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
^**'Hj  *^°''^'  ^o«»dwyn,  GritSn,  Harrison,  Hopkinson, 
HaL!;y.lHulbert,  tin gham,  Irving  of  New  Y'ork,  Jack- 
son, •k*tnson  ot  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Little, 
^'•'t!*^  Lumpkin,  McLean,  Middleton,  Miller,  Mills, 
Miln*jThos.  -N^  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pick- 
erinj,^^t|leasants,  Robertson,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage, 
S<he>ii  ,  Shefley,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Htryti*  (d.  Southard,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor  of 
New-V  ^rk,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Town- 
sendj  \  'ard  ftf  Massachusetts,    Webster,    Wendover, 
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Wilde,    Willoughby,    Thomas    Wilson,    Woodward 
Yancey,  and  Yates.  ' 

Nats — Messrs.  .\dams,  Baer,  Baylies,  Birdsall 
Blount.  Bo9«,  Bradbury,  Bryan,  Burwell.  Cady,  Can' 
non.  Champion,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,' Com- 
stock.  Cook,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport 
Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Goldsborough) 
Hahn,  Hale,  Hall.  Hardin,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hen- 
dricks, Herbert,  Hooks,  Hungerford.  Jewett,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Kent,  KUbourn,  King,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Love,  Lyle,  Lyon,  William  Maclay,  Marsh' 
Mason,  McCoy,  McKee,  Moffitt,  Moore,  .Moseley) 
Hugh  Nelson,  Noyes,  Pams,  Peter,  Pickens,  Piper! 
Powell,  Randolph.  Reed,  Roane,  Root,  Sharp,  Smith  of 
Virginia.  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges.Tate,  Taul,  Thomas, 
Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  and  Wil- 
liams. 

Mr.  Pickens  raoTed  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  to  the  end  of  it  these  words— "  and 
the  duty  on  salt,"  so  as  to  repeal  that  duty  also. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  much  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  KiLBOUH.N  particularly  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length,  in  opposition  to  the  amendment, 
but  in  favor  of  the  main  proposition. 

The  question  on  the  proposed  amendment  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays— for  the  amendment 
91,  against  it  67,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Baker,  Barbour,  Basseti,  Bateman,  Brcckenndge. 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Clark  of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Con- 
dict, Conner,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Culpep- 
er, Dickens,  Edwards,  Findley.  Fletcher,  Forney,  For- 
syth, Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Gritfin,  Hall,'Harri- 
son,  Heister,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingham.  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kent, 
Kerr  of  Virginia,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon.  William  P.  Maclay,  McCoy,  Middleton, 
Miller,  Mills.  Milnor,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nel- 
son, Noyes,  Parris,  Peter,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pleas- 
ants, Roane.  Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schenck,  ShefTey, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Southard,  Stearns,  Stuart. 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Tay- 
lor of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Townsend,  Webster 
Wendover,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Willoughby,  WiUiam' 
W  ilson,  Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats— Messrs.   Adams,  Archer.    Baylies,  Bennett, 
Betts,  Birdsall,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury,'Brook8,  Cald- 
well, Cannon.    Carr    of    Massachusetu,   Champion, 
Clayton,    Clendennin,    Comstock,    Cook,    Crawford 
Davenport,  Desha,  Hahn,  Hale,   Hardin,  Henderson.' 
Hendricks,  Hooks,  Hulbert,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson   of  Kentucky,  KUbourn,  King,  Lang- 
don,  Little,    Lyle,  William    Maclay,   Marsh,   .Mason, 
McLean,  Moffit,  .Moore.   Moseley,  Newton,   Ormsby, 
Piper,   Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Root,  Sharp,  Smith  oi 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taul, 
Thomas.     Vose,    Wallace,    Ward    of    Massachusetts, 
Ward    of  New    York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea- 
ton, Whiteside.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson, 
So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Sheffey  and  Mr.  IIa.ndolpu  renewed  the 
discussion   of  yesterday,  made  a   number  of  re- 
marks on  subject^  not  perhaps  immediately  con- 
nected   with  the   proposition  before  the  House, 
but  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  debate. 


Mr.  Forsyth  spoke  at  some  length,  and  deci- 
dedly, against  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  as 
well  because  of  the  state  of  the  country  and  our 
finances,  as  of  the  impolicy  of  anmhilaiing  en- 
tirely the  system  of  internal  duties. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so 
as  to  make  it  provide  that  the  duties  on  brown 
sugar,  coffee,  bohea,  and  souchong  teas,  imported 
spirits,  and  one  or  two  other  articles,  should  be 
reduced  one-half. 

The  question  being  stated  thereon,  a  division 
thereof  was  called  for;  and  stated  upon  the  first 
member  thereof,  to  wit:  on  "brown  sugar." 
when  another  motion  was  made  to  adjourn, 
which  succeeded,  and  the  House  adjourned  about 
five  o'clock. 


Friday.  February  21. 

Mr.  Bradblry  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Maine,  complain- 
ing of    a   late   act  of  the   Governments  of  the 
British   provinces    of  Nova    Scotia   and   New 
Brunswick,  which  subjects  plaster  of  Paris  to  a 
duty  of  twenty  shillings  sterling   per  ton  if  ex- 
ported to  any  part  of  the  United  Stales  east  of 
Boston,  which  act,   also,  prohibits  the  exporta- 
tion of  that  article  except  in  British  ships  j  and 
praying  that  such  regulations  may  be  adopted  as 
will  countervail  the  injurious  operation  of  the 
said  act ;  which  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  western  land  district  of 
the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  whose  claims  have  been 
rejected  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and 
praying  for  a  revision  of  the  decisions  of  the  said 
commissioners. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Hugh  Nelso.n,  from  the  Commiilee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  northern 
district  of  New  York;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  providing  for  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic debt. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Haslett,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  commiued  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  a  pension  to  Commodore  Richard 
Taylor.''  reported  the  same  with  amendments ; 
which  were  read,  and  together  with  the  bill  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  concerning  invalid  pensions. 

Mr.  CuAPPELL.  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  David  Ross,  for  himself,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  legal  represeniaiives  of  George 


Webb,  deceased ;  which  was  read,  and  the  reso- 
lutions therein  contained  are  as  follow: 

Hesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  claims  of  further  credits  on 
the  bond  of  Mr.  Webb,  ought  nof  to  be  granted. 

Resolved.  That  the  proper  officer  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department  take  the  necessary  steps  for  ter- 
minating tbesuit  instituted  against  George  Webb, 
and  others,  of  Virginia,  and  thai  when  deter- 
mined, he  proceed  forthwith  to  the  collection  of 
whatever  amount  may  appear  to  be  due  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  first  of  the  said  resolutions  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  second  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  also  reported  a 
bill  directing  the  transfer  of  unclaimed  pensions, 
and  limiting  their  payment  at  the  Treasury  only  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  lime  on  Monday  next. 
Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  hill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  a  fraction  of  land  in  the  district  of  Vincennes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  to 
establish  additional  land  offices  in  the  Territory 
of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Hdlbert.  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Berkshire  Asso- 
ciation for  the  promotion  of  Agriculture  and 
Manufactures,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read  ;  when.  Mr.  H.  reported  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  National  Board  of  Agriculture  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  made  unfavorable  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  Archibald  McDonald,  of  James 
Babbitt,  of  James  H.  Rose,  of  Isadore  Rinensio, 
of  Nimrod  Young,  and  of  Henry  Bradley;  also 
reports  adverse  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  bounty 
to  soldiers  who  enlisted  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  ihe  late  war ;  to  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing extra  pay  and  bounty  to  the  representatives 
of  such  soldiers  as  died  before  being  mustered  in 
their  regiment;  also  on  the  propriety  of  making 
further  provision  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war;  which  subjects  had  been  committed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  committee.  The  reports 
were  all  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  trade  in 
plaster  of  Pans;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
(after  an  unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  F.  that  the 
bill  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  not  to  take  the  usual  course  of  going  through 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  which  motion 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Little.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land. Burwell,  and  Ross,  as  being  too  summary 
a  course  for  the  great  importance  of  the  subject, 
and  supported  by  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  King,) 
the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

whole  House.  ,  ,     ,, 

A  raes'^age  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles    to  wit:  "An  act  to  establish  a   separate 
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.  iNff,  itorial  gjijremraent  for  the  eastern  part  of 
?  iKv  Mississs^pi  Ttrrilory;"  and  '"An  act  to  set 
!  ^'^)i.  I  and  dis^KJse  of  certain  public  lands  for  the 
:  e*(i  -uraffemt-^it  of  tne  cultivation  of  the  vine  and 
cyiy  >;"  and  tte  bill  from  the  House,  entitled  "An 
'  a>t'  concerni;jg  the  navigation  of  the  United 
Sitajes."  with  amendnients.  in  which  bills  and 
.a>if)dmeols  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
■  i^f  e- 

*>.^.  Jacksi,  N  offered  the  following  resolution. 
wiiYL  he  stated   grew  out  of  the  report  made  a 
fitv' days  agd   by  the  comraiitee   on  the  part  of 
_  th()»«iouse  oij  the  subject : 

j  t^^oivcd,  Tjhat  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
•|**iwf  the  H;-use  of  Kepreaentalivea  of  the  United 
^iilctTSt  to  noUpr  the  honorable  James  Moitroe  of  his 
•^vian  to  thenjflice  of  Preaident  of  the  United  States, 
f.v,  hit  ensuiifjg  term  of  four  years  :  and  that  the 
H|«e|l(.er  of  this  House  caute  a  similar  notice  to  be 
gu'fil  to  the  t^norable  Dakiil  D.  Toxpki.ts  of  his 
elrJi  ton  to  the^  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Hi^t^s,  for  the>aiDe  tenn. 

,  ^|ie  resolu<ion  being  read,  was  aj^reed  to,  and 
«j«J»ii»muiee  ,ippointed  accordingly, 

■  jU'd  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Pitkin,  were  ap- 
ptiMed  a  coniraittee   pursuant  to  the   said  reso- 

*,    jse  SpEAJiER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 

fro^^  the   Se(|;retary   of  the  Navy,   transmitting 

tw.  jbundred  "copies  of  the  register  of  the  officers 

of  tke  Navy,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this 

.IJo,Ie. 

'  l|ie  followang  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz:  the 
:bj^*(0  establish  a  separate  Territorial  government 
;fi..y-ffie  easterp  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
'Ih^lill  to  prvvide  for  reporting  the  decisions  ol 
tltt!  i'UpremeCourtj  the  bill  respecting  the  traos- 
iP^*"lt'on  of  pf-rsons  of  color,  for  sale,  or  to  be  held 
,t(^U»)or;  and  the  bill  to  .set  apart  and  dispose  o( 
jCCr«4'°  public  U lids  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
'C.T><^ation  of.the  vine  and  the  olive  ;  were  sever- 
alirlwice  reaj  and  referred;  and 

J*e  amenooaents  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  con- 
<=**Vt"g  ^^^  navigation  of  the  United  States. 
Wf>jj|  read  anir  referred. 

Jfie  follow'.Dg  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
rey  'he  third- time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
a(*^r  concurrence,  to  wit :  the  bill  making  pro- 
V|^^.l  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish 
n\^\i  of  the  United  States  fur  the  year  1817;  the 
bii^inaking  {.ddition.il  appropriations  to  defray 
tb^vix()enses  ©f  the  Army  and  miiitia  durine  the 
Uif  war;  theTbill  making  appropriations  for  the 
«u>fjuiri  of  th^  Navy  for  the  year  1817;  the  bill 
^'*  J^  fi'oin  j postage,  hereafter,  all  letters  and 
p»>^lits  to  anii  from  James  Madison  ;  the  bill  sup- 
pl^i^'ntary  to^ihe  act  further  to  amend  the  se»e- 
ral*^.Ms  for  t|.e  establishment  of  the  Treasury. 
VV^H  and  Navy  Departments;  the  bill  to  repeal 
thf>^t  providing  for  the  sate-keeping  and  accom 
tn'.'diiion  of  pf i>oners  of  war;  the  bill  concerning 
the5(|;mpensaiion  of  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
<Ji>4|Ty:t  of  Maj-achusetts  ;  and  the  bill  to  author 
■i2«'iie  exieii^ion  of  the  Columbian  turnpike 
^KJlii  the  Dijtrict  of  Columbia. 

Xie  House,  iheo  weut  loto  Cunamiitee  of  the 


Whole  on  the  bill  concerniDg  inralid  peasioners. 
and  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Commodore 
Richard  Taylor;  which,  having  been  considered 
!«nd  gone  through,  were  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments;  and,  with  the  amendments 
severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third' 
reading. 

INTERNAL  DUTIES. 

The  question  Grst  under  consideration  was  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Mills  yesterday,  and  pend- 
ing when  the  House  adjourned,  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  brown  sugar,  coffee,  bohea,  and  souchong 
teas,  imported  spirits,  and  one  or  two  other  arti- 
cles, one  half. 

Mr.  Mills  opposed  the  general  repeal  contem- 
plated by  the  original  resolution,  and  advocated 
his  amendment ;  expressing  his  reasons  at  large 
for  approving  a  steady  but  moderate  system  of 
mlernal  taxation,  as  well  a  direct  lax  on  lands, 
&c.,  as  others,  and  particularly  on  ardent  spirits 
and  article-,  uf  luxury.     When  he  had  concluded 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Tennes.see,  for  the  purpose  of 
coming  to  a  deci>ion  on  the  question,  and  fore- 
seeing no  termination  to  the  present  discussion, 
demanded  the  previous  question  on  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  put  "Shall  the  previ- 
ous question  b«!  now  taken?"  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  36. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  postponed  to  the  2d  day  ol  March,  which  was 
decided  in  the  athrmatiVe — yeas  82,  nays  73,  as 
follows: 

Y«A8 — Me«8r«.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton.  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett, 
BelU,  Birdseye,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Cbappell,  Clark  ot  New 
york,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Condict,  Conner, 
Creighton,  Crocheron,  Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Ga*- 
ton,  Cold,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Harrison,  Heuter,  Hopkm- 
son,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Jackaon,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Viiginia, 
Little,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  McLean,  Middieton,  Mil- 
ler, Mills,  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickenng,  Pleasanu,  Kice, 
Koberlaon,  Koas,  Kuggles,  Havage,  Uchenck,  iimith  oi 
Pennsyl»ania,  Southard,  Stearns,  Taggart,  Tallmadgo, 
Taul,  i'aylor  of  .New  York,  Taylor  ol  South  Carolina, 
Telfair,  'i'homas,  Townseod,  Ward  of  Maaaacbusetu, 
Webster,  W'«ndover,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  WilJoughbj, 
Thomas  Wilaon,  Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nais — Mesars.  Adams,  Baylies,  Birdaail,  Blount, 
Boas,  Bradbury,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Cannon, 
Champion,  CiUej,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
Coo';,  Cooper  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenpcrf,  De- 
sha, Dickens.  Edwa.ds,  Fletcher,  Golditborough,  Hale, 
Henderson,  Hendricka,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Hungerford, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kilbourn,  King,  Langdon, 
Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lyie,  Lyon,  William  Maclay,  Wil- 
liam P.  Maclay,  Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee, 
Moffitt,  Moore,  Moeeley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Noyes,  Pa/- 
ria,  Peter,  Pickens,  Piper,  Powell,  Reed,  Roane, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  iSew  York,  WarJ  of 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Whiteaide,  Wilcoi,  and  Wd- 
liams. 

So  the  subject   was  laid  oa  the  table. 
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MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  made  some 
days  ago.  on  sundry  bills  connected  with  different 
branches  of  the  Military  Establishment. 

The  one  first  taken  up  was  the  bill  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  a  national  armory  on  the 
Ohio  river  or  its  branches. 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion, 
turning  principally  on  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing an  additional  armory  at  this  time  ;  in  which 
the  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Yancey,  on  the 
ground  of  its  partiality  to  the  West,  and  denyinj: 
a  similar  esiabii^hmeni  to  the  South;  and  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  who  moved  the  indefi- 
nite posiponement  of  the  bill  ;  also,  by  .Mr.  Cady 
and  Mr.  Pickering.  It  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  Harbison,  Lowndes, 
HooER.  and  .McLean. 

The  motion  for  postponing  the  bill  indefinitely 
was  finally  carried— ayes  70.  So  the  bill  was 
rejected. 

The    House    then    proceeded    to  consider  the 
succeeding  reports,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act 
making  further   provision    for   military  services 
during  the  late  war;  on  the  bill  respecting  the  j 
pay  and   emoluments  of  brevet  officers;  and  on  i 
the  bill  concerning  the  invalids  of  the  Revolu- 1 
tionary  war,  and  the  widows  and  children  of  the 
railitia   and  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  during 
the  late  war.     The  two  first  bills  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  and  some  dis- 
cussion   ensuing  on   the   dt-taiis  of  the    bill   last 
named,  a  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  same 
indefinitely  ;  when  the  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  February  22. 

Mr.  Hale  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  praying  to  the  stme  effect  with  the 
petition  presented  yesterday  by  .Mr.  Bkadbl'RY, 
from  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Maine. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  trade  in  plaster  of  Paris. 

Mr.  MiDDLETON  presenleii  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  South  Caro- 
lina, requesting  that  further  measures  may  be 
adopted  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Coromiitee  of  Claims  were  discharged 
from  a  further  consideration  of  the  several  peti- 
tions, and  other  matters  referred  to  them  at  the 
present  session,  and  upon  which  they  have  net 
reported. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Pu>l  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
and  establish  certain  post  roads;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  comnutled  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Pickering,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
African  slave  trade,  to  which  was  committed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  respecting 
the  iransporiaiion  of  persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor,"  reported  the  same  without 


•meodment.  and   the  bill   was  committed    to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  was  committed  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entiiled 
'•An  act  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  United 
Slates."  reported  their  agreement  thereto.  The 
amendments  were  then  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  House  took 
up  the  bill  for  opening  and  cutting  out  a  road 
from  the  Tennessee  line  through  the  Chickasaw 
country,  &c.,  and  (alter  an  unsuccessful  motion 
by  Mr.  Cady  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely, 
and  an  unsuccessful  attempi  by  Mr.  Kino  li)  re- 
commit it)  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Goldsborouoh,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  25ih  instant,  ti»  present  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  re- 
questing him  to  report  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress  the  best  practicable  mode  of  defending 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  reported  that  the 
cotumiitee  had  performed  that  duly,  and  that  the 
President  answered  it  would  not  be  in  hi*  power 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  tiie  resolution,  but 
that  he  had  no  doubl  his  successor  would  pay  all 
due  attention  to  it. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  thai  the  several  orders  of 
the  day  be  postponed  to  Monday,  and  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  him  some  weeks  ago  to  reduce  the 
Array;  wliich  motion  was  negatived — ayes  39, 
noes  69. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally- 
read  the  third  lime,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate, to  wit  : 

The  bill  concerning  iovalid  pensioners: 

The  bill  to  amend  ihe  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  military  services  during  the  late  war; 
and 

The  bill  concerning  the  pay  and  eraoluoaenu 
of  brevet  officers. 

The  last  named  bill  was  very  earnestly  opposed 
by  Mr.  Harrison,  who  contended  for  a  compen- 
sation corresponding  to  their  brevet  rank,  to  those 
officers,  who,  by  their  eminent  services,  had  re- 
ceived the  distinction  of  brevet  promotion,  and 
cited  cases  in  which  services  had  been  so  essen- 
tial and  so  brillianl,  as  to  have  been  rewarded 
with  two  brevets,  and  some  instances  in  wlii  :h  a 
capiain  in  the  line  was  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  by 
brevet,  which  rank  ought  to  be  supported  by  suit- 
able emoluments. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  rel'.ef  of  Com- 
modore Richard  Taylor,  was  read  the  third  time, 
as  amended  by  the  Cominiilee,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  concerning 
invalids  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  rafliiia.  and  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Army  during  the  late  war,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole — ttie  mo- 
tion made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  being  un- 
der consideration. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  discus- 
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J,  in  which  Messrf>.  Jackson.  Edwards,  John- 

!j^ -.  of  Keiiiucky.  Harrison,  and  Comstock, 
(i>jjosed  the  postponement;  and  Messrs.  Hardi.n 
^f  TayloiT.  of  New  York,  supported  it.  The 
?<;ioD  wasiinally  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
:F(fl'ci»ive  majority,  and  the  bill  indefinitely  post- 
lyu-'d.  • 

^  A  raessagt(  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
mat  they  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles. 
"An;act  to  provide  for  the  purchase  and 
»e   Laws  of  the  United  States;" 
the  relief  of  the  legal  represeat- 
au'^es  01  rr^ncis  Cazeau.  late  merchant  at  Mon- 
lr*4l ;"  in  wjiich  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
tay^e  of  ihisjHouse. 

PETITION  OF  JAMES  VILLERE. 
Yanc£y.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
m^e  a  repojrt  on  the  petition  of  James  Villere, 
wl'fch  was  r^ad  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the.  relief  of  the  said  James  Villere;  which  was 
r^a^i  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
tli^  Whole.  t»n  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caze  and 
Hiyhaud.     The  report  i.<  as  follows: 

i'Jhat,  at  th»;  time  the  State  of  Louisiana  was  in- 
Vjtid  by  the  iJritish  forces,  the  petitioner,  living  near 
1\*^  Orleans,, owned  and  occupied  a  valuable  house, 
|rjf*i  which  bis  family  retired,  and  which  was  some- 
ti(t^s  occupied  by  the  British  forces,  and  sometimes 
b^yae  American,  during  the  invasion.  During  this 
ti4i^.  the  troops  of  the  United  States  used  a  quantity 
oCilLS  wood  asd  some  of  his  fencing  for  fuel.  At  the 
liii4'  the  Bnti^h  forces  left  New  Orleans,  it  was  con- 
•1^4,  ed  prudei^t  and  proper  by  General  Jackson  to  fill 
xi\f  r,  canal  thjough  the  plantation  of  the  petitioner  ; 
in,  fconsequenie  of  which  a  part  of  the  plantation, 
w^^h  was  planted  with  sugar  cane,  was  overflowed, 
aifU-continuci|  so  long  overflowed,  before  the  news  of 
(x^re  reached' that  place,  that  he  was  prevented  from 
ntfi  .ng  a  croji, 

•^-^/  he  peliiioner  prays  to  be  paid  the  value  of  such 
is'iuty  as  he  has  sustained,  in  consequence  of  the  tilU 
tM  up  of  the  canal,  and   the  value  of  his  wood  and 

jYFv  IB  difiicujt  to  determine,  precisely,  what  are  the 
Ji^nages  for  v^hich  the  {>etitioner  is  entitled  to  indem- 
flgy.  The  rtjmmitteo,  however,  after  having  be- 
,..?wed  some  lonsideration  on  the  subject,  are  ot  opin- 
iqii  lie  should^be  paid  the  value  of  his  wood  and  fenc- 
jjj^^ecessanty  used  for  fuel,  a  sum  sufficient  to  open 
i^' canal,  anjl  one  year's  rent  for  such  part  of  his 
|;|^ntation  plaited  in  sugar  cane  as  was  overflowed  by 
(^mg  up  the  banal ;  and  therefore  report  a  bill  to  that 
fij^ttt. 

;^  CANADI.\N  VOLUNTEERS,  &c. 

y.The  Houst;  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
^ii^i  Whole,  ."'n  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  granting 
iBs^niies  in  iftnd  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers. 
JfcVovidiPg  taat  no  bounty  shall  be  given  to  any 
»,f  *ihe  said  \^oluateerj.  except  where  it  shall  ap- 
•',j«r  they  hate  served  the  full  term  of — months. 
yt\4  whose  nime  shall  appear  on  the  muster  roll 
^(:|ne  said  curps.  except  prevented  by  wounds  re- 
?*4red  ID  baUle.  d-c,  and  instead  of  the  mode  of 
j^jiiinling  the' bounty  directed  by  the  former  act, 

of  acres,  agreeably  to 


ho  'allow  a   lounty 


H 


This  bill  occupied  a  good  deal  of  time,  and  gave 
rise  to  considerable  debate,  fiarily  od  the  policy 
of  having  granted  the  bounty  at  all.  so  widely 
discussed  at  the  last  session  ;  but  principally  on 
the  details  of  the  bill,  and  the  proper  steps  to  pre- 
vent the  frauds  which  it  appears  have  been  so  ex- 
tensively attempted  by  persons  not  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  last  session.  After  the  adop> 
tion  of  various  amendments,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill;  which  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  as  amended. 

The  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  reported, 
without  amendment,  the  bill  granting  donations 
of  land  to  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  Army, 
and  then  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 
laid  on  the  table. 

After  an  attempt  by  Mr.  Yancey,  which  he 
afterwards  withdrew,  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bills  to  establiih  an  invalid  corps,  and  for 
authorizing  additional  Military  Academies,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  them  laid  on  the  table,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Monday.  February  24. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  requesting 
that  certain  companies  of  rangers  raised  in  said 
Territory  may  be  allowed  their  full  pay  ;  and  that 
certain  other  rangers  may  also  be  allowed  some 
compensation,  as  they  were  discharged  in  conse- 
quence of  a  greater  number  having  enlisted  than 
was  required  by  law. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  another  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  Territory,  requestino;  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  land 
may  be  extended  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  Terrilory,as  lost  their  property  by  removing 
from  the  frontiers  by  order  of  Governor  Howard. 

Mr.  Pope  also  presented  another  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory,  soliciting 
the  establishment  of  additional  post  routes  therein. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  resolutions  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill,  supplementary  to  ''An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage;" which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  IS  hereby,  instructed  to  report  to  this  House, 
at  their  next  session,  the  number  and  conditions 
of  the  contracts  which  have  been  made  for  the 
supply  of  arms  for  the  United  States,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  specifying 
the  loss,  if  any.  which  the  public  have  sustained 
by  the  non-fulfilment  of  such  contracts,  or  by  the 
advance  of  money  on  account  of  the  same;  to- 
gether with  any  other  information  he  may  pos- 
sess tending  to  show  the  advantages  or  disadvan- 
tages attending  that  mode  of  obtaining  arms,  com- 
pared with  that  of  national  armories  ;  and  that  he 
report  therewith  the  amount  of  money  expend- 
each  of  the  present  national  armories,  the 
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number  and  species  of  arms  there  manufactured, 
and  the  number  and  species  ol  arms  repaired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  it  was 
agreed  that  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  be 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  to  their  respect- 
ive Houses  what  business  is  pending  before  thera, 
and  which  it  is  indispensable  to  act  upon  pre- 
vious to  the  adjournment ;  and  Messrs.  SMiTH'of 
Maryland  and  Yancey  were  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  were 
committed  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  an 
invalid  corps,  and  the  bill  making  provision  for 
three  addiuonal  Military  Academies,  were  dis- 
charged therefrom;  and  the  said  bills  were  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  provide  for  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of  the  Laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  and  the  bill  "'for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Francis  Cazeau,  late  mer- 
chant at  Montreal;"  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

The  following  bills,  which  originated  in  this 
House,  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed : 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act.  entitled  ''An  act  grant- 
ing  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Ca- 
nadian volunteers,'  passed  on  the  5ih  March. 
181G;  a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  certain  officers;" 
and  a  bill  'making  an  appropriation  for  opening 
and  cutting  out  a  road  tlierein  described." 

The  bill  "to  establish  an  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy,"  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  biil  "  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  pay- 
meot  of  certain  claims  for  the  service  of  the 
militia."  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles:  An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes  and  offences  committed  within  the  Indian 
houudaries ;  an  act  making  reservation  of  certain 
public  lands  to  supply  timber  for  naval  purposes; 
an  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor 
for  the  lands  on  the  northern  part  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
therein  described;  au  act  authorizing  vessel?  de- 
parting from  the  town  of  ihe  Bayou  St.  John  and 
basin  of  the  Canal  de  Carondelet  for  foreign  ports, 
to  clear  out  at  the  cusiom-house  in  New  Orleans ; 
an  act  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  "an  act  for 
the  more  convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail 
in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States;"  an  act  to  divide  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts;  and  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  J.  Yarnall.  deceased  ;  in  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  and  offences 
committed  within  the  Indian  boundaries,"  was 
read  twice,  auJ  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Aflairs. 

The   bill   from   the   Senate,   entitled    ''An   act 
making  reservation  of  certain  public  lands  to  sup- 
ply timber  lor  naval  purposes,"  was  read  twice, 
I  ilu  Cox.  -d  ^tsb. — 33 


and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  for  the 
land«!  in  ihe  northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  sale  of  certain  land'  therein  de- 
scribed." was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  au- 
thorizing the  vessels  departing  from  the  town  of 
the  Bayou  St.  John  and  basin  of  the  Canal  de 
Carondelet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at  the 
custom-house  in  New  Orleans,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
di^vide  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial 
districts."  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Coraraitiee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more 
convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in  civil 
causes  depending  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
Stales,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  J. 
Yarnall,  deceased."  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to- Jay.  It  was  read  the 
third  time  accordingly,  and  passed. 

.MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
State>."  pas>ed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  reported  to  the  House ;  where- 
upon, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pickens,  to  strike 
out  all  the  said  bill,  alter  the  enacting  clause, 
and.  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  bill  reported  by 
a  select  committee  of  this  House  on  the  17th  ult., 
for  the  admission  of  the  whole  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  a  State;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
New  York,  that  the  said  bill,  and  the  whole  sub- 
ject, be  postponed  indefinitely;  which  motion 
was  decided   in   ihe   negative— yeas  02,  nays  80, 

as  follows : 

YiAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Atherton,  Bateman,  Bay- 
lies, Bennett,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brown,  B:yan,  Cady, 
Caldwell,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Daven- 
port,  Dickens,  Forney,  Gaston,  Griflin,  Hahn,  Hale, 
HeUter,  Hopk-inson,  Ingham,  Jewett,  Kent,  Lang- 
don,  Law,  Lyon,  William  P.  Maclay,  .Marsh,  Mason, 
Mills,  Milnor,  Moffitt,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  M. 
Nelson,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Pickenng,  Reed,  Rice,  Rug- 
gles,  "Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Stearns,  Strong.  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carohna,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whcaton,  WUcox, 
Wilhera  Wilson,  and  Vancey.  ,     ^       „  , 

Nats— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
t  Barbour,  Basselt,  Belts,  Bird:iall.  Blount,  Brooks,  Cal- 
I  houn,  Cannon,  Can  of  Massachusetts,  ChappcU,  Clark 
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0*  iJf  w  York,  Clarke  of  North  Cirolina,  ClenJennin,  | 
C^j^ijjtock.ConJict,  Cook.Creighton,  Culpcper,  De»ha, 
K'ljj^rds,  Flctcker,  Forsyth,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Hardin, 
K*i<i*on.  Hen.^er90n,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  Huger,  Hul- 
l^«  HungcrloriJ,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
^  if  Kcnlucki,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King,  Little,  Lovett, 
l^i^des,  Lunjj.kin,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Middle- 
O^Ji.,> Miller,  Moore,  Hugh  Nelson,  Newton,  Parris, 
TyiKi,  Pleasant.o,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson, 
AxA  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sheflfey,  Smith  of  Vir- 
^u%.  Taul,  TU>mas,  Tyler,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
\>,f?.  Wendov»sr,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Williams, 
^  i;t>ughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yates. 

f  rj#naotion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Tavlob,  of 
Nrf  York,  u>  amend  the  said  bill,  by  inserting  in 
lijpjourth  section  thereof',  after  the  words  "  Uni- 

■  t*^l<5iates,"  ii^  the  ninth  line  of  that  section,  these 

j'l'^nd  that  iA  case  the  said  convention  shall  form  a 
.'  »i^V«tution  anJ  State  government  for  the  people  of 
t^**aid  TcrriMry  of  Mississippi  ;  the  said  convention, 
*» vjbon  thereafter  as  may  be,  is  hereby  required  to  cause 
to*S'  transmitted  to  Congress  a  true  and  attested  copy 
off.  %ich  constitution  or  frame  of  State  government, 
,«iall  be   forijied    and   provided    by  the  said  conven- 


Febrcart,  1817. 


a:.  *.1 


^  &■ 


kibj^".  and  if  thfi  same  shall  not  be  disapproved  by  Con 
g^t•^r  at  its  nexx  session  after  the  receipt  thereof,  the 
sa^State  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the 
•«»4'  footing  with  the  original  States." 

'jhis  motioli  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was 
orjAred  to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  reading. 

jhe  Houst  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ih^  Whole  on  the  b-li  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"Aw  *ct  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Laudon 
f^,i'#.er,"  and-ou  several  other  bills  of  a  private 
i;''5r«ire,  but  d^d  not  finally  act  on  iliem  before  an 
»j>-.urDmentnook  place. 

Vi?  t  


i  I  : I  Xi-E3DAY,  February  25. 

>  '.-^r.  LowNpES,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 

•  ^9Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  ihe  fur- 

•  r;».  «ing  the  Jiouse  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
tijj. States;  tvhich  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
it^  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole  on  the  bill 

'-  tirr'"*^*''^^  ^^^  'he  redemption  of  the  public  debt. 
»  'I'he  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
^:  M%  Hugh  NiLaoN  : 

'ttfesoited.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  1  that  if  the  communication  of  Mr.  Lewis    has  not,  on 

b^histructed  vo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lessen-  |  the  very  face  of  it,  such  marks  of  passion  as  to  render 

|ihe  duties;Upon  wines,  imported  from  France,  and  '  it  unworthy  of  any  further  notice   from  Congress,  he 


The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Ann  Welch  ;  and  having  reported  pro- 
jrress.  the  House  refused  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence,  and 
others,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  was  afnended.  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

A  message  Irom  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from 
this  Hou>e,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act 
authorizing  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes."  parsed  the  9lh  of  April,  1816, 
with  amendments,  m  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

LETTER  FRO.M  JUDGE  TOULMIN. 
The  Speaker  presented  a  letter  addressed  to 
him  by  Harry  Toulrain,  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  enclosing  certain  depositions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  charges  made  against  him  by  Edwin 
Lewis,  of  that  Territory  ;  which  letter  and  depo- 
sitions were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.     The  letter  is  as  follows: 

WisuixoTO  CiTT,  February,  1817. 

SiK  :  I  was  truly  surprised,  on  my  arrival  at  Wash- 
ington City,  which  I  visited  at  the  request  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  of  the 
.Mississippi  Territory,  to  find  that  some  very  extraordi- 
nary charges  had  been  transmitted  against  me  by  Mr. 
Edwin  Lewis.  .\s  I  had  no  conception  that  any  such 
attack  was  in  agitation,  I  am  unprovided  with  testi- 
mony to  refute  the  specific  charges,  and  as  my  place 
of  residence  is  more  than  one  thousand  miles  from 
this  city,  it  was  impossible  that  I  could  procure  it  suf- 
ficiently soon  to  be  exhibited  to  the  present  Congress. 
Letters,  which  I  have  received  from  thence,  have  been 
more  than  forty  days  on  their  p.issage,  and  none  of 
them  have  intimated  that  any  such  attack  as  that  made 
by  Mr.  Lewis  was  known  in  this  Territory. 

My  object,  sir,  in  troubling  you  with  this  address,  is 
not  so  much  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  alle- 
gations made  by  my  accuser,  as  to  express  my  hop* 


foreign- countries,    and   report    to   this   House    may, at  leaht,  be  confined  to  those  charges  of  "  trea:iOD, 

^eupoo.      I  bribery,   or   other    high    crimes    and    misdemeanors," 

"he  said  r-solution  was  read,  and  on  the  ques-    which,  agreeably   to  the   Constitution    are  the   only 

Jer  the  same  ?"    8''^'^"^*  '^'  impeachment;  and  that,  if  he  should  ven- 
ture to  renew  his  attack,  he  be  directed  to  furnish  me 


'•Will  rtie  Hou-e  now  consid 
>  Jras  deteryiined  in  the  negative. 
^•T>n  raotiou  of  Mr.   FflRavTU,  ;he  Committee 
!jomraerce  and  Manufactures  were  iu>tructed 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  Darien, 
{0  the  Stair-  of  Georgia,    a   port   of  entry  and 
f^Kvery. 

*|?he  bill  reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee 
0*  Ways  iind  Means,  supplementary  to  an  act  to 
r«<<ulate  the  duties  on  imjiorts  and  tonnage,  was 
i%2l  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
(^  read  a  tjiird  time  to-morrow. 

:•■* 

■4 
v 


with  a  copy  of  bis  charges,  before  be  transmits  them 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

My  accuser  brings  forward  nine  specific  charge* 
against  me.  Five  of  these  arc  for  deciding  erroneously, 
as  be  says,  in  which  he  was  a  party,  and  in  two  an 
attorney. 

The  Congress,  I  am  satisfied,  will  not  presume  that 
a  party  is  more  impartial  than  the  judge  ;  nor  will  it 
convert  itself  into  a  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  by 
entering  into  an  examination  of  the  correctness  of  a 
judgment,  but  will  coiifine  the  accuser  to  those  charges 
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of  corruption  or  vicious  bias,  of  which  the  Congress 
can  properly  take  notice.  Not  that  I  feel  any  sort  of 
apprehension  from  any  scrutiny  which  might  be  made 
of  the  correctness  of  my  decisions  ;  but  I  know  that 
the  Congress  would  not  feel  itself  authorized  to  enter 
into  the  investigation  ;  and  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
inconvenience  and  difficulty  which  would  attend  the 
production  of  the  records  of  eight  different  courts, 
which  I  attend  twice  a  year,  and  the  average  distance 
of  which,  from  my  place  of  residence,  is  nearly  sixty 
miles. 

Of  the  three  criminal  cases,  which  he  has  brought 
into  view  ;  the  neglect  which  he  complains  of  in  two 
of  them,  if  there  has  been  any  neglect  at  all,  must  have 
been,  not  in  the  court,  but  in  the  prosecuting  attorney. 
In  one  of  them,  Mr.  Lewis  was  himself  the  real  plain- 
tiff against  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  who  cut 
some  timber  from  a  piece  of  land,  to  which  Mr.  Lewis 
obtained  a  pre-emption  title.  This  case  must  have 
occurred  at  least  ten  years  ago.  I  never  heard  of  any 
complaint  before  of  the  conduct  of  the  court,  and, 
therefore,  may  not  have  an  accurate  recollection  of  the 
circumstances;  but  I  think  it  highly  probable  that  the 
Attorney  General  might  have  deemed  it  improper  to 
push  a  prosecution  against  a  military  officer  for  cutting 
timber  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  fort  on  the  lands 
of  the  United  States;  although  .Mr.  Lewis  obtained, 
about  the  same  time,  the  privilege  ot  purchasing  them. 
That  .\ttorney  General  now  resides  in  Tennessee,  and 
I  am  sure  is  able  to  defend  himself.  Another  case  is 
of  more  recent  date  ;  but  I  never  heard  of  the  circum- 
stances before.  Mr.  Lewis  says,  that  the  court  did 
not  recognise  witnesses  to  appear,  when  it  ought  to 
have  done  so.  Here,  I  suppose  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
public  prosecutor  to  apply  to  the  court  for  that  purpose  ; 
but  it  IS  not  alleged  that  he  did  so  apply,  or  that  the 
court  rejected  the  application. 

The  other  case  is  one  in  wluch  a  father  and  his  two 
young  sons  were  convicted  of  larceny.  The  court 
punished  the  father  more  than  the  sons.  Mr.  Lewis 
says,  they  all  ought  to  have  been  punished  alike. 
And  he  is  right ;  if  the  court  were  compelled  to  pass 
judgment  agreeably  to  the  clause  of  the  statute  to  which 
Mr.  Lewis  alludes — but  the  court  was  of  opinion  that 
the  indictment  was  founded  on  another  clause  of  the 
criminal  law  of  the  Territory,  which  left  a  discretion 
with  the  court;  and  judgment  was  given  accordingly, 
and  the  father  received  only  five  lashes  less  than  the 
law  j>crmitted  to  be  given,  whilst  the  boys  received 
twenty  or  twenty-five  less. 

The  remaining  specific  charge  exhibited  by  Mr. 
Lewis  (though  placed  first  in  the  catalogue)  is  that 
the  accused  held  court  in  .Mobile,  and  heard  and  de- 
cided divers  causes  on  the  holy  Sabbath. 

The  Uuth  IS,  that  aAer  a  long  and  fatiguing  circuit 
then  drawing  to  a  close,  being  in  a  town  where  all 
the  pubjic  worship  consisted  lu  some  ceremonies  per- 
formed by  a  Spanish  priest,  and  without  one  word  to 
explain  them,  and  where  it  is  believed  the  billiard 
table  IS  frequented  more  even  on  the  Sunday  than  any 
church  whatsoever,  I  did  even  on  that  day  afford  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  the  opportunity  of  innocent 
and  useful  employment  in  making  some  motions  and 
arguing  some  principles.  But  no  court  in  any  other 
sense  was  held  ;  no  jurors  nor  witnesses  were  sum- 
moned, and  no  sheritf  required  to  attend.  Business 
was  put  in  a  train  for  being  done  on  the  next  day.  I 
know  of  no  law  which  forbad  this  harmless  occupation  ; 
my  own  principles  did  not  forbid  it  under  the  peculiar 


circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  Congress  of  the 
present  day  cannot  class  it  among  the  number  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  without  passing  judgment 
by  implication  at  least  on  the  Congress  of  179t^,  who 
performed  a  great  deal  of  legislative  business  on  a 
Sunday,  and  on  the  Congress  of  1805,  who  followed 
their  example.  And  yet,  sir,  I  must  pray  you  to  par- 
don me  for  saying  that  I  do  not  profess  to  make  the 
conduct  of  even  the  august  body  over  which  you  pre- 
side the  standard  of  my  faith  and  practice.  But  I 
have  HO  doubt  of  the  purity  of  their  principles,  or  the 
correctness  of  their  conduct;  and  I  hope  that  they 
will  exercise  some  degree  of  liberality  in  judging  of 
mine.  I  have  made  these  observations,  sir,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  reasonableness  of  the  first  ob- 
ject of  this  application,  viz.,  that  my  accuser  may,  in 
exhibiting  charges,  be  confined  withm  the  pale  of  the 
Constitution. 

My  second  object  is,  that  he  be  required  to  furnish 
me  with  a  copy  of  such  charges  as  he  may  hereafter 
make.  I  live,  sir,  at  least  1,000  miles  from  the  Seat 
of  Government.  If  such  charges  be  sent  against  me 
to  such  a  distance,  it  will  be  difficult  to  obtain  a  know- 
ledge of  them  after  they  reach  this  place  and  send  an 
answer  to  them  during  the  same  session.  The  House 
of  Representatives,  I  presume,  would  always  wish  to 
have  as  strong  evidence  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
admit  of,  before  they  even  prefer  an  accusation.  They 
will  not  act  upon  a  partial  and  possibly  a  distorted 
representation  of  circumstances  when  it  can  conve- 
niently be  avoided.  The  situation  of  public  officers  so 
remote  from  the  Seat  of  Government  is  pecuUar.  If 
they  are  not  apprized  of  charges  beforehand,  they  can- 
not for  a  long  time  unravel  the  web  of  the  false  ac- 
cuser, and  it  is  a  very  serious  thing  to  a  judicial  officer 
to  be  held  up  for  twelve  months  as  an  object  of  suspi- 
cion by  the  legislative  body.  It  is  not  only  serious  to 
the  individual,  but  it  u  serious  to  the  cause  of  pubUc 
justice  ;  for  you  will  not  everywhere  find  men,  sir, 
who  are  willing  to  brave  the  tempest  to  be  raised  by 
all  the  bad  passions  of  the  selfish  and  perverse,  when 
the  very  first  blast  of  it  is  attended  with  effects  so 
appalling. 

As  to  the  general  charges  of  partiaUty,  oppression, 
6lc.,  scattered  through  Mr.  Lewis's  letter,  I  am  able  to 
meet  them  at  once  ;  and  as  they  have  been  read  to 
the  House,  I  trust  that  the  refutation  of  them  will 
also  be  read.  .Major  Hargrave,  a  truly  worthy  man, 
and  an  old  soldier  and  officer  of  the  Revolution  from 
1775  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  another  citizen  of  re- 
spectable standing,  and  holding  a  judicial  office  in  our 
Territory,  are  now  in  the  city.  They  have  testified  as 
to  my  conduct  for  eleven  years  past,  and  you  yourself, 
sir,  and  others  from  Kentucky,  know  what  it  was  for 
ten  preceding  years.  I  believe,  sir,  that  I  possess  a 
full  share  of  the  confidence  of  my  fellow-citizens;  but 
popularity  will  always  have  its  ebbings,  and,  perhaps, 
its  flowings  with  every  independent  magistrate.  .\nd, 
considering  that  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  was  a  frontier  country,  and  under  very  pe- 
culiar circumstances  of  embarrassment,  and  that  I  was 
the  onlv  Federal  officer  there  in  the  civil  department 
charged  with  the  maintenance  of  the  laws,  I  should 
have  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  myself  if  I  could  boaat 
that  I  have  always  been  popular. 

No,  sir;  under  all  circumstances  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  maintain  the  laws  ;  and  at  a  moment  when  aD 
imp'ulse  very  natural  to  men  oppressed  by  the  Span- 
iards, as  my  fellow-citiiens  had  been, 
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•jjAj^l  project  if  inTading  Florida  extremely  popular,  ]      The  bill    having  been   gone   through,  and  the 

:  »|Sl*vhen  troofs  were  actually  levied  and  marched  for  i  blanks  therein  filled — 

•l»  .-purpose.   I  did  not  hesiUte  to  re«ist  the  torrent,  |       The  Committee  took  np.  successively  : 

•  JiSi^gacceMfuliv  exerted  myself  in  maintaining  the  ;       The  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  acts  now  in 

■  nd£*naJ  neutrality.  i  force  as  authorizes  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes; 

ff'jri]  officers;  air,  are  leaa  fortunate  m  some  respects  j       The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  to  the  Stale 
li^i  miliury  officers.     Mihtary  officers,  if  they  tri-  |  gf  Georgia  of  the  discount  on    her  quota  of  the 

■  'fS^.'*'^  "  *"•  ^'i"™ph  0^"  the  common  enemy-    They  !  jjrecj  [ax  • 

;  r^.JiwJtd.  theyefore,  with  unmingled  applause.     But  |      fphe  bil'l   respecting  appeals  from  the  assess- 
tol  »«"nnble  triumphs  of  the  civil  officer  are  over  ene-  |  jj^gQi  pf  {^e  direct  tax  • 
m^^in  the  boijom  of  the  Republic;  and  the  applause  ' 
^tj^jh  greets  hjm,  is,  for  a  time  at  least,  exactly,  if  you 
w4r5P*Tdon  m»t  for  using  a  phrase  of  the  schools — his 

■  *  Ai'J*^  '■  exftctJy  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  his  dangers, 
hXjifficulties.jand  his  successes.     The  tamest  eham- 

.  pi\o{  the  la^s  is  the  champion  most  exalted. 

]     glider  all  cijcumstances,  however,  I  have  felt  a  sup- 

•  pau  in   the   cimsciousness  of  having  discharged   ray  , 
d«^  ;  and  it  ilias  afforded  some  Ultle  consolation  to  |  ously  amended. 

.  »i|o  know  tliat  my  lot  was  common  to  men  in  dimi- 1       The    last    named     bill,    and    the    amendments 

1  k^iircumstai.ces;  and  that  if,  when  presiding  as  a  i  thereto  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

ji«^(rial   officei  over  a  district  not  larger  perhaps  than  I  Means,   produced   a  good   deal    of   debate.     One 

G'^t  Britain.  I  have  been  attacked  by  the  tongue  of  I  feature   particularly   (the   power  proposed   to   be 

elci^er,   and   accused  of  high  offences;  attacks  and     given  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  decide 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  captains  of  vessels  to 
deposite  papers  with  our  Consuls  in  foreign 
ports ;  and 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  for 
the  more  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts. 

These  bills  were  severally  considered  and  vari- 


a.i;^iation8  eoually  serious  and  equally  groundless 
h<M  been  made  by  men  much  more  respectable  than 
i\  ^idversahe^  against  every  President  of  the  United 


oijjr)'8  save  oaf. 

•  i^Ave  the  lionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  vour 
o'^ent  servaj.l.  HARRY  TOULMLN. 

^^,  ;SINKING  FUND,  6cc. 

Ilhe  HouifC  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
itilJee  of  thtj  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  redemp- 
tUl  of  the  jiublic  debt.  [Providing,  substanti- 
i'if.  to  mak^    the    Siniiing    Fund   ten    millions 

•  ajr^ually  ;  aid  to  add  to  the  fund  of  ten  millions, 
Tfc» further  jam  of  nine  milli(jns.  (the  extsling 
tMlus  in  th>*  Treasury  ;)  thus,  making  the  whole 
vC*  applied,  this  year  to  the  reduction  of  the 
tlj^*"!!.    amourit    to    nineteen    millions    of   dollars. 

,  /jli).  authorping  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
;i^  ;iny  timejduring  the  present  year,  to  pay  to 
i*" ;;  Commi-Jiioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  the 
fM.-^her  sum  'af  four  millions,  to  be  considered  as 
JiS|idvance  ro  that  amount  on  the  appropriation 
f!^4en  millufos,  payable  in  the  next  year.  Also, 
<>4ing  in  (5ie  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
wjld.  to  hir,  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the 
jt^.,  any  si|rplus  which  may  hereafter  accrue 
♦Sv"  and  ah»)ve  the  sum  of  two  millions,  to  be 
nl^ays  retailed  in  the  Treasury.]  The  bill  hav- 
iJL  been  rea^I — 

3  Vr.  LowxDEs  rose,  and.  in  a  speech  of  consid- 
^I'^le  lengt^.  submitted  the  views  of  the  Com- 
i^iilee  of  \Vays  and  .Means  in  recommending 
Ce  present  ijill,  and  advocated  the  policy  of  ap- 
»N-ing  the  Jiroposed  >uras  to  the  redemption  of 
*(•  public  dtjbt 


who  are  delinquent.*,  and  recover,  by  summary 
process.  deStsdue  to  the  Government  by  individ- 
uals) was  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr.  vVebster, 
Mr.  Robertson,  and  .Mr.  Hopkinsok,  and  sup- 
ported by  .Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Calhocn,  and  Mr. 
Cady.  All  the  amendments  of  importance  were 
agreed  to,  however,  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ;  and  then — 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills 
and  their  amendments  to  the  House. 

The  report  first  taken  up,  was  on  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  and 
the  House  agreed  to  the  amendments  reported. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  bill  at 
considerable  length,  and  with  much  zeal;  not 
that  he  was  averse  to  paying  ofl*  the  debt  uf  the 
nation  as  rapidly  as  the  interest  of  the  country 
would  permit,  but  because  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  added  and  pledged  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
would  furin  hereafter  an  argument  against  abol- 
ishing; the  system  of  internal  taxes,  winch  he 
condemned  in  time  of  peace,  and  wished  to  see 
put  down  as  quickly  as  possible.  Mr.  J.  conclu- 
ded by  moving  that  the  two  appropriations  of 
nine  millions  and  four  millions,  (in  addition  to 
the  regular  >um  often  millions.)  proposed  by  the 
bill,  should  be  deemed  and  considered  as  an  ad- 
vance, and  part  of  the  fund  of  ten  millions  for 
the  three  succeeding  years. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  op- 
position to  the  motion,  and  reply  by  Mr.  John- 
son,  the  motion  wa>  lost — ayes  46,  noes  70, 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroised  for 
a    third    reading;  and    the    amendments   of  the 
>Mr.  Gastjn    moved  the  addition  of  a  clause.  ,  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  remaining  bills 
Ol»«:ting    tUe    Commissioners    of    the    Sinking  ^^ported  by  the   Committee,  with  the  exception 
•ind  to  aptily  the  surplus  uhich   may  accrue,  to  !  of  the  one  last   named  above   were  successively 
I*  purcha-|f  of  the  Government  stock,  held  by    ag^e^^  'o  and  the  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
;t  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  not  elsewhere        The  House  then   took    up    the    report  of  the 


}Jbe  obiainid.  on  the  terms  allowed  by  this  bill, 

•3 This  motion   produced  a  good  deal  of  debate, 
^ud  was  fioslly  agreed  to  without  a  division. 


Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  next  id 
order,  referred  to  above,  (to  provide  for  the  more 
prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts.) 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  powers  pro- 
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posed  to  be  rested  in  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, (one  of  the  new  officers  to  be  created.)  and 
continued  until  past  4  o'clock;  wheti,  after  re- 
sisting two  previous  motions  to  adjourn,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  26, 
Mr.  CoNDicT  presented  a  petition  of  Benjamin 
Henry  Latrobe,  Surveyor  of  the  Capitol  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  stal- 
ing the  reasons  of  his  not  being  able  to  furnish 
in°time  to  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  on 
the  Public  Buildings,  a  detailed  estimate  of  the 
moneys  necessary  to  complete  the  Capitol,  and 
praying  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  as  may 
enable  him  to  place  his  conduct,  respecting  the 
estimate  submitted  and  the  plan  of  the  Capitol, 
in  us  true  light;  which  petition  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  presented  a  petitionof  the  Phil- 
adelphia Society  for  promoting  American  Man- 
ufactures, praying  that  such  measures  may  be 
adopted  as  will  enable  the  manufacturers  within 
the  United  States  to  continue  their  operations. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  RoBEnrsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  making  reservation 
of  certain  public  lands  to  supply  timber  for  na- 
val purposes."  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  en- 
gros.sed,  and.  together  with  the  bill,  read  a  third 
lime  to-day. 

Mr.  RoBERTdON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  a  hurveyor  for  the  lands  in  the  norihern  part 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain lands  therein  described,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments;  which  were  read,  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  House,  and  the  amendments  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson,  from  the  Comiuiiiee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act,  lor  the  more  convenient  taking  affidavits  and 
bail  in  civil  causes  depending  la  the  courts  of 
the  United  States."  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  CoNDicT,  from  the  Committee  00  the  Ex- 
penditures on  the  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  and  estimate  ol  the  Commis- 
sioner iQ  relation  the  public  square,  made  a  report, 
as  follows: 

,»**The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  letter  and  estimate  of  the  Commis- 
siDoer  in  relation  to  the  public  square,  report — that 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  $30,000 
was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
public  square  east  of  the  Capitol,  which  sum  has  been 
expended,  and  u  found  to  be  insufficient  for  its  com- 


pletion, from  causes  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioner. The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  will 
better  comport  with  the  original  design  of  the  City, 
and  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  pubUc,  to  omit  the  in- 
terior wall,  in  front  of  the  Capitol,  and  extend  the  en- 
closure around  the  semi-circular  area,  west  of  the 
building.  They  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That   it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  the 

sura  of  dollars,  to  complete  the  improvement  of 

the  public  square,  and  that  the  Commissioner  be  in-* 
structed,  with  the  approbation,  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  endoae 
the  semi-circular  area  west  of  the  Capitol." 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims  be  discharged  from  a 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  instructing 
them  to  inquire  what  further  provision  by  law  is 
requisite  to  enable  riding-masters  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  to  receive  a  bounty  in  land,  equal  to 
that  allowed  to  other  officers  of  the  same  rank. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
nes."!,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  secure  ac- 
countability of  public  moneys,  «tc. ;  and  much 
debate  took  place  on  amendments  proposed  to  it, 
in  which  Messrs.  Jackson,  Forsyth.  Lowndes, 
Hardin.  Hopkinson.  Root,  Calhoun,  and 
others,  engaged.  The  principal  question  was  on 
a  coercive  power  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
comptrolling  officers  of  the  Treasury  against 
public  defaulters,  which,  on  the  one  hand,  it 
waLJ  contended  was  made  necessary  by  the  evils 
experienced  from  the  laxity  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  accountability  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  opposed  as  being  a  violation  of  the  spirit  if 
not  the  letter  of  those  parts  of  the  Constitution 
which  guard  the  trial  by  jury  and  the  liberty  and 
property  of  the  citizen. 

The  bill  was  finally  recommitted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revising  its  details. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  origi- 
nal States,"  was  read  the  third  time,  amended  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  ;  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence  and  oiheis,  merchaats, 
residing  in  the  city  of  New  York;  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt ;  an 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  acts  now  in  force 
as  authoriaes  a  loan  of  money  or  an  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  ;  an  act  respecting  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  direct  tax  ;  an  act  author- 
izing the  deposite  of  the  papers  of  foreign  ves- 
sels with  the  Consuls  of  their  respective  nations  ; 
an  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  to  the  State  of  Georgia  fifteen  per  centum 
upon  the  quota  of  the  direct  tax  for  the  year 
1S16.  assumed  and  paid  by  that  Slate  ;  were  sev- 
erally read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The   bill  from   the  Senate,  entitled  '•  An  ad 
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maki^ii  reservaii«;n  of  certain  public  lands  to  sup-  |  mittee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  bad  leare  to 
ply  t^ber  for    uaval    purposes."   was   read   the 
third.i^ne  as  amended,  and  passed. 


Tf*i;«)iM  from  \he  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in 
additt^.*  to  an  aet,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more 
coDir«>|ent  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in  civil 
caustiL.;Iependina  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
Statt^"*  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tljii'OicD'JrotjiTi*  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  byl/entitled  -An  act  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled   'M  act  autliorizinj;  the  payment  for  pro- 


sit again. 


p€rtvr|j^st.  captu>-ed,  or  destroyed  by  the  euemy 
whilffr^ii  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  fi4«  other  purposes,'  passed  the  9th  of  April, 
ISlG.'^'^ere  read;  and  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  ViJncey  to  refer  the  said  bill  and  amend- 
ments ^o  the  Committee  of  Claims:  When  a 
mr.tidqfwas  mad<  by  Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York, 
that  1^  bill  be 'postponed  indefinitely,  and  the 
qoesa,^!  being  taJcen  thereon,  it  was  determined 
in  ihtj'uigaiive.  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
the  Pi»o.ion  to  ref^r  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  ijau'^d  in  the^  affirmative. 

Thu?  -IHouse  revolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  th^  jVhole  or,:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caze 
and  Jliihaud,  and.  on  the  several  other  bills  com- 
mined  10  the  sajd  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
A^d4f^•^  some  ti^ne  spent  therein 


Thdrsday,  February  27. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  western  part  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that  Portland,  on 
Lake  Erie,  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  and  de- 
livery;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill,  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled.  "An  act  directing  (he  disposition  of 
money  paid  into  the  courts  of  the  United  States,'' 
approved  the  18th  of  April,  1814;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  en- 
titled, "An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia into  two  judicial  districts,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Champlin  ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is   a  lieutenant  in  the 


Caz^ald  Richaui;  as  also  the  bill  for  the  relief  I  i^'«^yoflhe  United  States;  that,  during  the  year  1814, 
of  Viljiam  Chisii  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo-  I  be  commanded  the  schooner  Tigress,  then  cruising  on 


the  Commit- 
tee r^t*.^  and  reptjfted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
'"''■"'    ui;  a; 

^.    six  ;  t .„.  .„^ „.  ,„ 

set.h"4:;i.;Green  ;    t^ie  bill  for   the   relief  of  Caleb  I  J^a^^e  Huron  ;  that  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  Sepiem 

Niclijjl;;    the  bill    for   the   relief  of  Alexander    ^'^  he  was  overpowered  by  a  superior  British  force, 

—   ■  -    _      .  mmsell  badly  wounded,  and,  with  his  vessel  and  crew, 

captured  by  the  enemy  ;  that  the  petitioner  was  plun- 
dered after  the  capture  of  private  property  of  the  value 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  which  loss  he  prays  to  be 
compensated  by  the  Government. 

The  committee,  on  examining  this  question,  find  no 
precedents  to  justify  them  in  recommending  it   to  the 


Holjne|  and  Benjamin  Hough  ;  the  bill  for  the 
reli^i  0*  Madame  Montreuil;  the  bill  for  the  re- 


lief |r^ames  H.  Soisgerrais;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief^' Antoine  Dienvenu  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Pi^irCazlard;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  de 
Cast<ifljjdo  ;  the  btil  for  the  relief  of  Joumonville 

e  V^it^rs;  thebijlfor  the  relief  of  George  Buck-  l  House  to  grant  the' prayer  of  the  petition,  but  believe 
mai»i7^  the  bill  Hot  the  relief  of  Berthelemy  that  a  number  of  applications  on  similar  principles 
Duvv:,^s  ;  the  biH  for  the  relief  of  William  Oli-  have  been  rejected  ;  they  therefore  recommend  to  the 
▼er  ;ali  bill  for  tte  relief  of  James  Orr  ;  the  bill  House  the  following  resolution  : 
for  t^Jrelief  of  Ifeter  Kindall ;  the  bill  for  the  '  Heaolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
relieltol  Charles  Williams  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  :  to  be  granted, 
of  A^.TnVells;  tl^;  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peyton 


Sho?f;>he  bill  fa  the  relief  of  James  Villere  ; 
the  wll  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  settle- 
menf  oftthe  accounts  of  Flavil  Sabm,  deceased  ; 
the  \i.\[  \pT  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Igna;<f;Chalmet  l>elino,  deceased,  and  of  Antho 


Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, appointed  to  examine  and  report  what 
bu-iness  is  necessary  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  pres- 
ent session,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 


ny ^-T'i^.f  \n«^  L  P-  Duverges  ;  and  the  bill  for  |  sions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was 
K^  r^Y  k  *'^-  Wells,  with  an  ainendraent  to  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act 
the  L^r.  which  was  read  and  concurrred  in  by  •  for  tlie  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Fran- 
the  il0i5e;  and  the  several  bills  above  men- '  cis  Cazeau,  late  merchant  at  Montreal,  reported 
tioneifcy^ere  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-  j  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
™°"'5.-,  -,      ■        ,  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 

IW    louse  resulved  itself  into  a  Committee  of    the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  minor 
the  V  /.pie  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  |  children  of  Abraham  Owen,  deceased. 
Iocati^ft,of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  first  article        An  engrossed  bill  entitled.  -An  act  for  the  re- 
el tht-t^aty  ol  the  9ih  ol  August,  1814.  between    lief  of  John  De  Ca.tanado.'  was  read    the  third 
th( 
tai 


)m- 


coji.-^i-Vd  to  the  :«iid  Committee  of  the  Whole;     Bayou    Breuf,    m    the    State   of  Louisiana,  was 
-no  ^iij-r  some   ume    ^pent    therein,   the   Cor 


read,  which  said   amendment   proposes  to  strike 
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out  the  first  section.  And  on  the  question  to  con- 
cu  •  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
sinking  out  the  said  section,  it  passed  in  the  affir- 
ms tive.     And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

!  Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
Aii  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Caze  and  John 
Richaud  ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Chism; 
an  act  fur  the  relief  of  Joseph  J.  Green  ;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Caleb  Nichols;  au  act  for  the 
relief  of  Alexander  Holmes  and  Benjamin  Hough  ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Madame  Montreuil;  an 
act  fur  the  relief  of  James  H.  Boisgervais;  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Antoine  Bienvenu;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Cazlard  ;  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Joumonville  de  Villers;  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  George  Buckmaster;  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Berthelemy  Duverges;  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Oliver;  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Orr;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Kin- 
dall; an  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Williams; 
ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Wells  ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peyton  Short;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  James  Villere;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Wells;  and  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled, "An  act  directing  the  disposition  of  money 
paid  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,"  approved 
the  ISth  of  April,  1814;  were  severally  read  the 
third  lime  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  ioUowing  titles,  to 
wit :  an  act  authorizing  vessels  departing  from  the 
town  of  the  Bayou  St.  John,  and  Basin  of  the 
Canal  de  Carondelet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  clear 
out  at  the  cu&tum-house  in  the  city  uf  New  Or- 
leaus;  aa  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  Flavil  Sabin,  deceased  ;  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Chal- 
met  Delino,  deceased,  and  of  Anthony  Cruzat 
and  L.  P.  Duverges;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled,  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  for  the 
lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  sale  ot  certain  land:>  therein  de- 
scribed," was  also  read  the  third  time  and  passed 
as  amended. 

The  title  of  the  latter  bill  was  amended  so  as 
to  read,  "An  act  concerning  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  therein  described." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  minor  children  of  Abraham  Owen,  deceased, 
and  on  the  several  other  bills  commiitet'.  to  the 
said  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  after  some 
lime  spent  therein,  the  Committee  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  minor  children 
of  Abraham  Owen,  deceased  ;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  Elisha  Fisher 
&,  Co.,  and  Thomas  Clifford  »t  Son;  and  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  fur  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Francis  Cazeau.  late  merchant 
at  Montreal,  without  amendment. 

The  two  lirst  mentioned  bills  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  respectively  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  I.nguam,  that 
the  bill  for  the  relicl  of  the  legal  representatives 


of  Francis  Cazeau,  be  laid  on  the  table  ;  which 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  House,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled, "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson,"  and 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  directing  the  discharge 
of  William  Smith  from  imprisonment.  The 
committee  reported  the  bills  without  amendment, 
and  they  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled,  "An 
act  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  printing  of 
the  tenth  volume  of  public  documents,"  in  which 
ihey  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  commuted 
the  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  of  this  House,  for  the  relief  of 
William  Smith,  senior,  were  discharged  from  a 
further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was,  by  order 
of  the  House,  discharged  from  the  consideratioQ 
of  the  petitions  of  Catherine  Young,  of  Charles 
Waggoner,  of  Thomas  Church,  jr.,  of  Thomas 
Ewell,  of  John  C.  Shindle,  of  Samuel  Cheney, 
of  the  Surgeons  in  the  Navy:  and  they  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Low.NDEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
••  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  the 
public  accounts,"  reported  sundry  amendments 
thereto;  which  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  having  reported  with- 
out amendment  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '•  author- 
izing vessels  departing  from  the  town  of  the 
Bayou  St.  John  and  Basin  of  the  Canal  de  Ca- 
rondelet, for  foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at  the 
custom  house  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,"  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CoNDicT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ex- 
penditures on  the  Public  Buildings,  reported  a 
bill  making  further  provision  for  repairing  the 
public  buildings  and  improving  the  public  square; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  commuted. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among 
the  Indians  and  others,  were  discharged  there- 
from, and  the  petition  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CASE  OF  JUDGE  TOULMIN. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edwin 
Lewis,  containing  charges  of  improper  and  extra- 
judical  conduct  against  Harry  Toulmin,  a  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  made  the  following  report: 

"The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were 
referred  sundry  documents  furnished  by  Edwin  Lewis 
to  this  House,  containing  charges  against  JudgeToul- 


u 
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m.n,  ii.ich  the  *uid   LewLs   averred   that  he  could        After  some  amendments  to  the  bill   on  which 

mtiui-W.  and  prove,  have  had  them  under  considera-  there  wa^  considerable   debate,  the  bill   was  re- 

U.5n,|fd  report,  that  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  ported  to  the   House,   and   ordered   to    be  rid  a 

.vd  in  those  documents  which  could  w,rr„nf  ,hird  time  to-morrow 


conlaiyd  in  those   documents  which  could  warrant 

*'>y  {-}^ ceding  against  Judge  Toulmin  :  that  the  Com- 

mjtte^  j^Uhough  tin;  charges  are  none  of  them  proved, 

jct,  41  tceiving  themselves   bound  to  give   notice,  as 

fii'  a-^iaclicable,tv>the  citizen  from  whom  the  charges 

ct.'neijjf  jat  they  ar«*  prepared  to  receive  testimony  to 

cn.iW,*-jiicm  to  forul  a  correct  judgment  upon  the  law, 

addre^)^  a   letter  to   Edwin   Lewi 

cat;C  H%a  referred  F^  the  House  of  Rcpresentati 

tl"3pr  ^iisideratioii;    and    gave    him    notice    that   he 

shi^uit^lirthwith    adduce   such  testimony  as  he   had 

pUilg'.^^lnniself  to  produce  in  verification  of  his  charges. 

^Momittee  have   been  furnished  with  no  other 

tesiini^i.-.     From  the  remoteness  of  the  residence  of 

Lewi--J^*me  sufficKnt   may  not  have  elapsed  for  the 

tcstim^f^,  if  any  (r^uld  be  produced,  to  have  reached 

^»»  pl..?f  •     The  Committee  consider  it  improper  that 

this  c;^,|  should  be  longer  continued,  upon  the  slender 

grouR'^jn  which  it  now  appears  to  be  founded,  to  the 

annoiXtce  of  the  Jtidge;  inasmuch  as  Lewis  will  not 

be   p»«^>ided  from   again  submitting   this   subject  to 
r"^..™.*!  -I — 1.1  I,    u_  -1 1_  .-  .   .  -^ 


timJiij^Jiis  allegati.rns.  Lewis,  being  a  lawyer,  must 
hi\c  k^i^wn  that  he  ought  to  have  exhibited  testimony 
in  sujiji^rt  of  his  charges  at  the  time  of  producing 
them,  ».juch  testim.-ny  had  existence;  and  particularly 
•s  he  a:'^es  that  some  cf  them  could  be  proved  by  the 
record.-^  courts  of  justice,  he  might  easily  have  sup- 
plier! a^t^iracts  from  the  records.  The  Committee  are 
of  opur..|i  that  no  further  proceedings  ought  to  be  had 
in  this  c-|se,  and,  th.-reforo,  ask  to  be  discharged  from 
furtlieT'<<|n8idering  tliis  subject." 

Thi<  Jeport  wan  concurred  in.  and  the  Com- 
mittee •'Ischarged  »>om  the  subject. 

•    Cr|LTrVATl))N  OF  THE  VL\E,  <Scc. 
Theslouse  theji   resolved  itself  into  a  Cora 


The  bill  locating  lands  to  Indian  Chiefs  and 
Indian  Warriors;  the  bill  allowing  further  time 
for  entering  donation  right;  to  land  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Detroit;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Summers  and  John  Allen  ;  a  bill  to  continue  in 
is,  stating  that  this  i  \°^^^  *"  ^'^^  "  relating  to  settlers  on  the  several 
■  Representatives  to  \  '*°'^^  °f  '^e  United  States,"  were  severally  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Friday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Cady,  presented  a  petition  of  the  Society 
for  the  promotion  cf  American  Manufactures  in 
the  county  of  Oneida  and  State  of  New  York, 
praying  that  further  measures  may  be  adopted 
lor  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  Ameri- 
can manufactures;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Hllbert  presented  a  petition  of  the  inhabi- 


j^Jiis  allegati.rns.     l>ewis,  being  a  lawyer,  must     ;--.u-.       1         .   •^  .         iu^cna.  pray 

hi\c  k;«|wn  that  he  ought  to  have  exhibited  testimony 


ing  that  a  general  system  may  be  established  for 
the  encouragement  and  protection  of  the  agricul- 
tural, commercial,  and  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  country  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Na- 
tional Board  of  Agriculture. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
several  subjects  referred  to  them  at  the  present 
session,  upon  which  they  have  not  reported. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled, 
'•An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
and  olfences  committed  within  the  Indian  boun- 


rnitteevuf  the  Wh.'le  on   sundry  bills  referred  to  1  daries."  without   amendment,  and   the  bi'lf  was 
the  ia^l  CommUi.-ie;  among  which  was  the  bill  '  ordered  tu  be  read  a  third  time  to-day 
Iroru  ^JSenale,  ;.,r  di.>^po.ing  of  a  tract  of  land,  j      Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  em^4ce  four  townships,  on  favorable  terms  to    to  which  was  referred  the  amendments  proi>osed 
the  e^xi|rants,   to    enable   them    successfully   to  j  by   the   Senate  to   the   bill,  entitled    -An  act   to 

iDtro(i3i.:J'  the  cultivation  ol  the  vine  and  olive,  dec.    ampn*?  fhp  anr  '  Qiifi.^,;,;„- .t ._.  r 

A  i|jr-.ion  was  made  by  .Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia, 
to  strive,  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.     This 


moijt^j  ^ve  rise  to  a  debate,  in  which  the  object  of 
the  1.^1  .> was  supi::orted  by  Messrs.  Harri30.\. 
SMiTvt  4)1  Maryland,  Clav,  Robertso.n,  Cal- 
HOLN,  SJoRSYTH,  -iind  Others,  and  opposed  by 
Me^r-j.  IIall,  KiSii,  and  others. 

Thr^i^gumenis  .igainst  the  bill  were  grounded 
on  Uif^iiea  of  its  ajTording  an  opening  lor  specu- 
la tii'rl•^(^ 'the  public  lands,  and  of  its  injudiciously 
dispoi^«U  of  properly  of  the  United  States,  which 
migni  "Sf  otherwise  more  advantageously  dis- 
posed .^!^  In  favoi,  of  the  bill,  were  urged  the 
gener-at  jffinciples  of  hospiiality,  the  advantages 
of  tfae  l^^rticular  (Culture  proposed  to  be  intro- 
duct-d,  |ij.  funtier  the  advantages  whicii  would 
accrj.  juj  the  UnittHl  Stares  from  the  introduc- 
tion ofiuimuch  industry  and  such  improvement 
into  thSfiiidsf  of  ifs  pubi;c  lands,  by  which  the 
value  t^;iie  land  w^uld  be  greatly  enhanced,  dec. 


amend  the  act  '  authorizing  the  payment  for  prop- 
erty lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes.' passed  the  Vnh  of  April  1816," 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  same  with  an 
amendment;  and  the  bill  and  amendments  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
two  statements  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  in  American  and  foreign  vessels,  and 
an  aggregate  view  of  both  from  the  1st  October 
1814,  to  the  30th  September,  1815;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inoham  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  Congress, 
at  the  next  session,  such  measures  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  the 
laws  lor  the  collection  of  the  duties  ou  imported 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  BHAUfanv.  the  Committee 


negatr>v.by  a  larg,  major,.,-.  |  6,11  coD.inmng  the  lonoage  duly  .mposed  on  all 
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foreign  ships  or  vessels  which  sball  be  entered  in 
the  United  States,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place 
to  and  with  which  vessels  of  the  United  States 
are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  go  and  trade,  at 
the  same  rate,  ajfier  the  30lk  day  of  June,  as  is 
imposed  on  such  ships  or  vessels  entering  prior 
to  that  time,  by  the  second  section  of  an  act, 
pa.vsed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regu- 
late the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newto.n, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  whether  any,  and,  if  any.  what  altera- 
tions or  modifications  are  required  to  be  made  in 
the  several  acts  fixing  the  emoluments  of  collect- 
ors of  customs,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors. 

Mr.  Harriso.n  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sition, of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring  therein, 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  three-fourths  of  said  SStates,  shall  be  valid,  to 
all  intenU  and  purposes,  as  a  part  oJ  the  said  Consti- 
tution : 

Congress  shall,  concurrently  with  the  States,  have 
power  to  provide  for  trainintr  <he  militia  according  to 
the  discipUnc  pre«cril>ed  for  that  purpotje,  and  whilst 
engaged  in  that  lervice,  they  shall  be  subject  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  prescribed  for  the  government  of 
the  militia  when  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  to  provide  for  teaching,  in  the  primary 
schools  and  other  seminaries  of  learning  in  the  several 
Stales,  the  system  of  discipline  prescribed  for  the 
militia. 

The  said  proposition  was  read  and  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
tembted.  That  the  President  of  the  Inited  fcitates  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  John  Trumbull, 
of  Connecticut,  to  compose  and  execute,  in  addition  to 
the  four  paintings  which  he  w  already  authorized  to 
employ  the  said  Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute, 
commemorative  of  the  most  important  events  of  the 
American  KevoluUon,  a  paicting,  the  design  of  which 
shall  be  to  commemorate  the  patriotic  conduct  of 
Paulding,  Williams,  and  Van  Wart,  in  capturing 
Major  Andre,  the  British  spy,  during  the  American 
Revolution.  This  painting,  when  finished,  to  be  placed 
in  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act, 
supplementary  to  an  act.  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  |the  Whole 


on  the  bill  to  provide  for  furnishing  the  house  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  for 
designating,  surveying,  and  granting  military 
bounty  lands,  passed  the  Gth  May,  1812,  was  taken 
up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  afterwards 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  sundry  bills  referred  to  the 
same  Committee,  which  were  successively  taken 
up. 

Among  the  other  bills  before  the  Committee, 
was  the  bill  to  take  away  from  the  pursers  and 
midshipmen  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
the  half  pay  now  allowed  them  when  not  actually 
employed. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting the  word  "^  surgeons"  after  '•  midshipmen." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  remonstrated  most 
earnestly  against  the  whole  of  this  bill,  as  tend- 
ing greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  service, 
and  as  proposing,  in  effect,  to  turn  adrift  a  great 
number  of  youths  now  in  the  service,  whose  con- 
tinuance was  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Navy. 

Alter  some  conversation  respecting  proposed 
modifications  of  the  bill,  suggested  by  Mr.  Ather- 
TON  principally,  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
LowsDEs,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  transfer  the  duties  of  Commissioner 
of  Loans  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Loans. 
next  passed  under  review,  and  was  amended. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  which 
proposes  to  abolish  the  present  command  of  the 
marine  corps,  and  to  place  the  same  under  the 
command  of  a  major. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  after  assigning  his  reasons 
therelor,  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  bill,  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
a  provision  fixing  definitely  the  peace  establish- 
nient  of  the  marine  corps,  to  consist,  from  and 
after  the  fir.st  of  April  next,  of  a  lieutenant  colonel 
commandant,  nine  captains,  a  proportionate  num- 
ber ol  lieutenants  and  non-commissioned  officers. 
and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  privates;  the  super- 
numerary officers^and  soldiers  to  be  discharged 
from  service,  with  three  months'  additional  pay, 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  first  day  of  April 
next.  ' 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  lieu- 
tenant colonel,"  and  in  lieu  th-^reof  inserlintr  the 
word  '•  major."  ' 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Harrison,  Hcgkr,  Smith 
ol  Maryland,  and  Pleasa.nts,  and  was  eventually 
negatived,  ayes  40. 

The  main  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Pleas- 
ants was  then  agreed  to. 

The  bill  fixing  the  salary  of  the  reporter  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  then  came  up. 
The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Hop- 
KIN80N,  by  inserting  a  clause  limiting  the  dura- 
tion of  the  bill  to  three  years,  and  then  passed  on. 

The  bill  appropriating  a  sura  of  money  for  pro- 
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^nfc')*g  househj)Jd  furniture  for  the  Presidential 
rf-ti*ence,  nexr,  came  up,  and  the  blank  was  filled 
WkV  twenty  tliousand  dollars. 

iSJi*  ^'"  HNsking  further  appropriations  for 
-Cf!^)Ietiog  ihi^  public  buildings  in  the  City  of 
\V5pihiogton,  and  for  completing  the  enclosure  of 
thf »  apitol  sqijare  followed  next.  The  blank  for 
th  jlSrst  object;was  filled  with  one  hundred  thou- 
i^^'Sdoiiars,  and  that  for  the  latter,  with  thirty 
lhu;Aand  some  odd  hundred  dollars. 

t^veral   other   bills,  noticed   below,  were  also 
ur^l^  consideration  in  Committee. 

f^e  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  several 
b)U|-<they  had  ;acted  on.  by  the  following  titles, 
^▼i;.;;;  A  bill  toiregulateand  fix  the  compensation 
?rks  and  ;messengers ;  the  bill  transferring 
luties  of  Commissioners  oi  Loans  to  the 
of  the  United  States,  and  abolishing  the 
of  Commissioner  of  Loans  ;  the  bill  to  pro- 
I'or  furnishing  the  house  of  the  President  ; 
lli^  »jll  respecting  the  District  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted: IJStatcs  in  ttje  northern  district  of  New  York  ; 
■4fe»>uill  repealing  the  act  passed  the  22d  day  of 
'A\ifa,  ISOO,  an4  fixing  the  command  of  the  ma- 
;rift>,^rorps ;  the  bill  making  further  provision  for 
'<'e;p<«iiring  the  public  buildings  and  improving  the 
pu(ri|c  square  ;  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  pro- 
Ti^Jtor  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
C;jjaic;"  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  appoint 
ac'i^onal  pen.^ioa  agents;''  the  bill  from  the 
Srt'jj  te  "authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  prinl- 
inVcif  the  tenth  volume  of  public  documents;" 
ati^  |he  bill  lo+continue  in  force  the  second  sec- 
tiu^  I'f  the  act  vntitled  "■  an  act  supplementary  to 
il^  ici  to  reguiate  the  duties  on  imports  aud  ton- 

*>j'J|ese  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  be  read  a 
ilTfd^  ''"^t"  to-jnorrow,  except  the  first  named, 
wvk"*!  was  laid  oo  the  table,  but  will  be  resumed 
to-;SJ^rrow. 

l,>jie^sage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ih<r  |he  Senatf,  have  passed  the  bill  eniiiled.  "An 
<}csk4  ^et  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent  fund 
fof^iternal  improvement,  the  bonus  of  the  Na- 
«icv^  Bank,  and  the  United  States'  share  of  its 
Uiy^nds.  Willi  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
•luC^'lttie  concurrence  of  this  House. 

4'^'ber  mes-age  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
H  «^i!ie  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled, 
•A^|ict  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
tss.iHgrants  aiid  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries 
nn^  locations  of  lands  therein  described  ;"  and 
ihjTHill  from  this  Hou>e,  entitled,  "An  act  inak- 
iD^-lippropriaiions  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ait>^-  for  the  year  1817,"  with  amendments,  in 
wi'ch  bill  and. amendments  they  ask  the  conctir- 
reftcQ  of  this  l^use. 

•  jXn  engro<seci  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled. 
hV»  jict  for  ih>  relief  ot  John  Thompson,"  was 
.eiaihe  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root, 
pc|'({JL>ocd  indefinitely. 

.iCugrossed  bills  of  I'le  following  titles,  to  wit: 
Ah  4:1  making  provi-.ion  for  the  location  of  the 
laiii.J.j  reserved  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
ol.'clj^,'  9ih  ot  August,  lSl-4,  between  the  United 
Staa'r>  and  the   Creek    nation,  to  certain  chiefs 


V  ■» 


and  warriors  of  that  nation,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  Abraham  Owen;  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  Elisha  Fisher 
&  Co.,  and  Thomas  Clifford  <fe  Son  ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Summers  and  John  Allen- 
an  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled,  ''An 
act  relating  to  settlers  on  lands  of  the  United 
States;"  an  act  allowing  further  time  for  enter- 
ing donation  rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  De- 
troit ;  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain 
public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  culti- 
vation of  the  vine  and  olive,  with  amendments; 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of 
public  accounts,  with  amendments;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis 
Cazeau,  late  merchant  at  Montreal;  an  act  di- 
recting the  discharge  of  William  Smith  from  im- 
prisonment; and  an  act  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  and  offtnces  committed  within 
the  Indian  boundaries;  were  severally  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Seaate,  entitled,  "An  act  to 
divide  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judi- 
cial districts,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled,  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants 
and  ijerfect  titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations 
of  lands  therein  described,"  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  of  this  House,  supplementary  to  an  act.  enti- 
tled, An  act  toauthorize  the  Stateof  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  an  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled.  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1817," 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Saturday,  March  1. 

Mr.  Root,  from  ttie  Committee  on  the  Expen- 
ditures in  the  War  Department,  made  a  report 
concerning  a  contract  entered  into  with  said  De- 
partment by  Elias  Earle  lor  the  supply  of  arms; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
several  matters  referred  to  them  at  the  present 
session,  and  upon  which  they  have  not  reported. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  general 
appropriation  bill  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  laws  of   the   United   States  within  the   State 
of  Indiana."  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was   ordered   to  a  third   reading  to. 
day  ;  and  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  re- 
ports of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
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The  bill  to  proride  for  furnishing  the  house  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ;  the  bill  trans- 
ferring the  duties  of  Commissioner  of  Loans  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  abolishing 
the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Loans;  the  bill  to 
continue  in  force  the  second  section  of  the  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage;  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  repairing  the  public  buildings  and 
improving  the  public  square;  the  bill  respecting 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
northern  di>trict  ot  New  York;  and  the  bill  re- 
pealing the  act  passed  on  the  22d  of  April,  1800, 
and  fixing  the  command  of  the  marine  corps  ; 
all  which  bills  originated  m  this  house,  were  sev- 
erally read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  appoint  additional 
pension  agents;  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  the  printing  of  the  tenth  volume  of  the 
public  documents,  were  each  read  a  third  time, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  concur  in  the  amendments  proposed  by 
this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts," 
with  an  amendment.  And  they  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers to  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  un- 
chartered ajscjciations  within  the  said  District;" 
in  which  amendment  and  bill  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

SABn.\TH  MAILS. 

Mr.  Mills,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  several  petitions  from  inhabitants  of 
different  parts  of  the  United  States,  praying  that 
the  mails  may  not  be  transported  or  opened  on 
Sundays,  made  a  detailed  report;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows  :  / 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  sundry  peti- 
tions from  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  praying 
Congress  would  prohibit  by  law  the  transportation  and 
opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  ask  leave  to  report — 

That  they  have  devoted  that  attention  to  the  said 
petitions  which  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the 
motives  which  actuated  so  respectable  a  portion  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  seemed  to  require. 

To  enable  them  to  decide  with  more  correctness,  the 
committee  addressed  a  note  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
requesting  of  him  information  upon  the  following 
points,  viz  : 

1.  What  instructions,  if  any,  have  been  givoi  by 
your  department  to  the  deputy  postmasters  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  regard  to  the  arrival  and  departure, 
opening  and  distribution,  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath. 

2.  Is  the  mail  now  transj>orted  on  the  Sabbath  over 
any  route  where  it  is  not  transported  every  day  in  the 
week  ?  If  so,  please  to  state  over  what  route,  and  for 
what  reasons  it  is  thus  transported. 

3.  Would  the  prohibition  of  the  transportation  and 
opening  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  essentially  impede 
the  arrangements  of  your  department,  or  injure  the 
public  interest  1 

To  these  inquiries  the  Postmaster  General  returned 
the  following  answer,  which  the  committee  make  a 
part  of  their  report : 


GivKmiL  PostOfuci,  Feb.  20,  1815. 

To  the  honorable  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
sundry  petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  praying  that  Congress  would  prohibit  by  law 
the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the 
Sabbath  day. 

The  first  point  of  your  inquiry  is,  "  What  instruc- 
tions, if  any,  have  been  given  by  your  department  to 
the  postmasters  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  th« 
arrival  and  departure  of  the  mails  at  their  respective 
offices  on  the  Sabbath  !" 

To  which  I  observe,  that  the  ninth  section  of  the 
"  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  di- 
rects, that  postmasters  shall  attend  every  day  on  which 
a  mail  shall  arrive  at  their  offices,  and  at  all  reasona- 
ble hours  on  every  day  in  the  week. 

To  regulate  the  operations  of  postmasters  under  the 
above  quoted  section,  and  to  prevent  intrusion  on  the 
Sabbath,  the  following  instructions  were  prescribed  : 

'•At  post  offices  where  the  mails  arrive  on  Sunday, 
the  office  is  to  be  kept  open  for  the  delivery  of  letters, 
&.C.,  for  one  hour  after  the  arrival  and  assorting  of  the 
mail ;  but  in  case  that  would  interfere  with  the  hours 
of  public  worship,  then  the  office  is  to  be  kept  open  for 
one  hour  after  the  usual  time  of  dissolving  the  meet- 
ings, for  that  purpose."' 

I  will  further  state,  that  when  a  mail  is  conveyed  on 
the  Sabbath,  it  is  to  be  opened  and  exchanged  at  those 
offices  which  it  may  reach  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
This  operation  (at  the  smaller  offices)  occupies  not 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  minutes ;  in  some  of  the  larger 
offices  it  occupies  one  hour ;  and,  it  is  believed,  does 
not  considerably  interfere  with  religious  exercises,  as 
relating  to  the  jwstmasters  themselves. 

Another  instruction  prescribes,  "  that  if  a  mail  ar- 
rives at  an  office  too  late  for  the  delivery  of  letters  on 
Saturday  night,  the  postmaster  shall  deliver  them  on 
Sunday  morning  at  an  early  hour,  as  shall  not  entrench 
upon  the  hours  devoted  to  public  religious  services." 

No  complaint  has  reached  this  department  against 
postmasters  for  non-observance  of  those  instructions; 
which,  if  not  strictly  adhered  to,  must  be  imputable  to 
the  urgency  of  applications  or  the  complaisance  of 
postmasters. 

The  usage  of  transporting  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath, 
is  coeval  with  the  Government  under  the  present  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  though  the  practice  of 
delivering  letters  on  the  Sabbath  is  of  more  recent  ori- 
gin, and  commenced  in  1810,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid 
ninth  section,  and  the  above  recited  instructions  ema- 
nating therefrom. 

The  second  point  of  inquiry  is,  whether,  "  is  the 
mail  transported  on  the  Sabbath  along  any  route  where 
it  is  not  transported  every  day  in  the  week  ;  if  so, 
where  are  those  routes,  and  for  what  reasons  is  it  thus 
transported  V 

To  which  it  is  replied,  that  in  forming  arrangements, 
and  dxing  times  for  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  the 
mails  on  the  lesser  and  cross  routes,  care  is  taken  to 
avoid  the  transport  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  except 
where  the  omission  to  transport  on  that  day  would 
break  chains  of  communications,  producing  great  de- 
lays to  public  and  private  intercourse  ;  and  it  is  the 
mutual  desire  of  the  contractor  and  the  department  to 
avoid  running  the  mail  on  the  Sabbatl* 

The  third  point  of  your  inquiry  is,  "  would  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  transportation  and  opening  the  mail  on 
the  Sabbath  essentially  impede  the  arrangements  of 
your  department,  or  injure  the  interests  of  the  pubUc  1" 
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yi\  precursory;  to  my  reply  to  the  third  point,  it  is  to 

;  lik'V^nsidered  ttiat   the  mail   now   passes  every  day  in 

•  tfvi^  week,  from   Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  to  Sa- 

^  Vi^^nah,  in  Georgia,  without  resting   on   the  Sabbath  ; 

K^  ^he  same  prnctice  prevails  on  the  two  great  routes 

■^{^'  Washinjjtc)!!    City  to  Ohio,  Kentucky,   Illinois 

"I'ijt^tory.and  Missouri  Territory  ;  from  this  city  to  Ten- 

n^<te.  Mississippi,  Kentucky,  to  New  Orleans  ;  from 

t^t^eston  to  'Jenneasee  and  Kentucky,  and  on  sev- 

erf»<ijp-eat  chains  of  comniuuication.     If  the  mails  were 

D^  ^  move  on   the  Sabbath,  on  the   first  mentioned 

ri^o.  it  would   be  delayed  from  three  to  four  days  in 

Plft^iig  ""om  one  end  of  the  route  to  the  other;  from 

V>.uinffton   Cny  to  New  Orleans,  three  days  ;  from 

B.Ntiin    to    New    Orleans,    four    and   five   days ;  and 

gfrTRaJly  the   njail  on  the  great  routes,  would,  on  an 

a^fjgc,  be  detained  one-seventh  part  of  the  time  now 

eif^t^yed. 

•f  he  following  will  serve  as  an  example  of  delay  to 
thiweekiy  maiH  carried  on  horseback.  The  mail  is 
ca.^faid  from  Bahimore  to  Washington  City  in  a  stage  ; 
anj^ibence  to  thyj  mouth  of  the  Potomac  on  horseback, 
b  v'Ch^avelling  oiipj  Sunday,  there  is  half  a  day  allowed 
an.^diumore  foj'  answering  letters;  but  if  the  horse 
TOft.^  >iid  not  trijvcl  on  Sunday,  an  answer  to  letters 
wcj^-<f  be  delayeii  a  whole  week. 

^jC  compensiiion  for  carrying  the  mail  in  staijes  is 
bu»  t. partial  beiKefit  to  contractors;  the  principal  one 
■n».'s-  from  the  transport  of  passengers.  If  the  stages 
wii^h  carry  the, nail  cannot  proceed  on  the  Sabbath, 
pajK  (j(igers  will  yot  enter  those  stages  ;  of  course  the 
**^''JP'°P''"^"*  who  offer  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail, 
^m  J"j*e  in  thoirfdemands  according  to  the  deduction 
of«ii!:^ipU  whicl  shall  be  occasioned  by  loss  of  passen- 
ge»^.:for  those  r^val  stages  which  run  every  day,  will 
'>«.'5^'>i'ted  to;  ,ven   foreign  agents  would  outspeed 


th^-j'ovemmenjj  and  obtain  advantages  beyond  its 
ow»^^tablishmest«  of  communication.  Added  to  this 
'•n...  >ceyl  expense  of  transport,  wouU  be  the  loss  of 
^;^axe  that  would  occur  from  a  practice,  which  would 
ni*)fit*bly  follow;  of  seiiding  letters  by  passengers  in 
rhcj^-^tages  whi<^  run  daily.  This  practice,  of  send- 
iai^r-y  pa«engt;>,  prevailed  in  a  considerable  degree 
•^"•^'ij  l^e  existtJhce  of  the  law  which  added  fifty  per 
ce^^  on  formri  postages. 

iMt  fjohibition  \y  transport  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath 
\vo|^J  disorder  iLi  whole  system  of  transportation  on 
mc^  »han  seven  (lundred  routes. 

IJiR  populatiou  of  the  United  States  is  widely  ex- 
t«nW;  the  greater  the  terntonal  extent  of  any  Gov- 
eniifc'|»t,  the  gre^r  must  be  the  necessity  for  celerity 
anC^r^quency  oJ  jts  intercourse. 

rV'.i'be  considered  necessary  that  Governmental  des- 
P^SitiJ*  ^♦'  transmitted  on  the  Sabbath,  it  may  then  be 
cbst^riJ-d,  that  as  (ar  as  such  transmisaion  u  beneficial 
to  ty+iation,  by  f^reserving  or  improving  iu  condition, 
»)  ^  }ms  It  a  len.iency  to  the  conservation  and  the  pro- 
tcc^jijof  the  greHt  community,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
roh^.iiis  as  well  -is  civU  liberty;  and  enabhng  it  to 
enji»;  jn  safety  and  in  quietude,  the  benefits  dilfused 
ft»ijt  i-Jdue  observance  of  the  Sabbath. 

'Kr''\  contenU  ..;"  mails  are  not  confined  to  public 
<fe-*«jljitnhi-s,  nor  to^subjecU  of  private  business  or  pleas- 
irre>ti^e  same  mjiil  which  trans{)ort«  such,  equally 
•CcS^'ites  suppliija  to  want — consolation  to  affliction 
-'-aj,,?|o  piety' evangelical  correspondence;  and  thus 
ptT^n.^inir  works  v)f  charity,  it  may  be  considered  as 
^^'6i;  iood  on  the;Sabbath  day. 

J?  iil.  resi>ectful|v,  vout  obedient  servant, 
^  '    '  R.  J.  MEIGS,  Jun. 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  letter,  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  observe  that  they  cordially  agree  with  the 
petitioners  in  the  importance  of  a  religious  observance 
of  the  Christian  Sabbath — an  institution  calculated  to 
afford  an  opportunity  for  relaxation  from  labor  and 
worldly  cares ;  for  reflection  upon  serious  and  moral 
subjects  ;  for  devout  adoration  of  the  Creator  and  Gov- 
ernor  of  the  world  ;  for  acts  of  charity  and  benevo- 
Icnce  ;  and  for  the  exercise  and  improvement  of  all 
those  virtues  which  adorn  the  nature  and  contribute 
to  the  happiness  of  man.  To  the  State  governments, 
however,  and  not  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  belongs  the  power,  as  far  as  the  righu  of  con- 
science, and  the  provisions  of  their  respective  consti- 
tutions wUl  permit,  of  establishing  and  supporting 
such  institutions  as  are  calculated  to  enlighten  the  un- 
derstanding and  correct  the  heart,  by  inculcating  and 
diffusing  among  the  people  the  great  principles  of 
piety,  rehgion,  and  morality,  and  of  passing  and  en- 
forcing laws  to  prevent  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath. 
The  power  "  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roada" 
is,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  exclu- 
sively vested  in  Congress ;  and  the  transportaUon  and 
distribution  of  the  mail,  at  such  limes  and  under  such 
circumstances  as  the  public  interest  may  require,  is 
necessarily  incident  to  that  power. 

In  regulating  an  establishment  of  so  much  impor- 
tance to  the  countrj'.  Congress  have,  by  law,  enjoined 
it  upon  the  Postmaster  General  "  to  provide  for  the 
carriage  of  the  mail  on  all  post  roads  that  are  or  may 
be  established  by  law;  and  as  often  as  he,  having  re- 
gard to  the  productiveness  thereof  and  other  circum- 
stances, shall  think  proper."  In  pursuance  of  this 
authority,  it  has  been  the  invariable  practice  of  that 
department,  ever  since  the  esubliahment  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  upon  every  day  of  the  week,  along  the  great 
and  important  routes  through  and  across  the  country. 
If  in  the  early  period  of  our  political  existence  such 
an  arrangement  was  found  necessary,  the  great  in- 
crease of  wealth,  population,  and  territory  which  have 
since  taken  place,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
demand  its  continuance. 

In  a  country  so  extensive,  and  whose  citizens  are 
united  by  so  many  ties  of  friendship  and  consanguini- 
ty, as  well  as  of  business  and  policy,  the  convenience 
of  the  people  and  the  exigencies  of  Government  alike 
require  tlut  every  reasonable  facility  should  be  fur- 
nished for  the  intercourse  and  communication  of  its 
ditTerent  parts. 

Lnder  such  circumsUnces,  the  petitioners  them- 
selves muit  adiuit  that  travelling  upon  the  Sabbath  is 
not  only  excusable,  but  an  act  of  duty.  And  the  com- 
mittee cannot  doubt  that,  along  the  chain  of  commu- 
nication from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to  the  other, 
through  places  of  great  wealth  and  business,  and  a 
dense  population,  the  facility  of  communication  fur- 
nuhed  by  the  mail  prevents,  in  numerous  instances, 
the  doing  of  that  which,  without  such  facility,  would 
be  a  '•  work  of  necessity  or  charity." 

.Many  of  the  eviU  stated  by  the  petitioners  are  not 
necessarily  incident  to  the  practice  of  which  they  com- 
plain. The  transportation  of  the  mail  upon  the  Sab- 
bath, by  the  agent  of  the  Government,  furnishes  no 
justification  to  the  traveller  who  unnecessarily  fixes 
upon  that  day  to  perform  his  journey  in  the  public 
stage,  nor  does  the  delivery  of  letters  at  the  res}>ective, 
post  offices  justify  the  assemblage  of  a  concourse  of 
people  at  such  offices   on   that    day.     These   evils   it 
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they  exist,  it  is  perfectly  within  the  power  of  the  sev- 
eral State  governments  to  correct. 

But  as  the  practice  of  travelling  on  the  Sabbath  is 
tolerated  by  the  State  governments  in  at  leabt  three- 
fourths  of  the  Union,  the  prohibition  of  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail  on  that  day,  would  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  transfer  to  private  hands  that  communi- 
cation from  place  to  place  which  is  now  performed  by 
the  Government ;  stage  coaches  and  expresses  would 
supply  the  place  of  the  mail ;  if,  for  example,  the  mail 
should  not  pass  on  the  Sabbath  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  or  between  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more, there  being  no  laws  to  prohibit  any  other  com- 
munication between  those  places  on  that  day,  the  citi- 
zens of  those  large  commercial  cities  would  still  main- 
tain tiieir  daily  intercourse  with  each  other,  by  such 
private  conveyance  as  they  could  employ.  This  would 
put  upon  the  road,  as  agents,  expresses,  and  private 
contractors,  many  more  persons  and  carriages  than  are 
now  employed  in  the  transportation  of  the  mail.  Un> 
til,  therefore,  the  prohibition  of  travellmg  on  the  Sab- 
bath, by  the  several  State  governments,  shall  have 
become  in  some  degree  general,  a  lav^'  to  stop  the  mail 
on  that  day  would  rather  increase  than  dimmish  the 
evil  of  which  the  petitioners  complain. 

In  the  opinion  which  the  committee  have  formed 
upon  this  subject,  they  have  not  been  influenced  by 
any  considerations  of  economy  in  the  transportation  of 
the  mail,  though  that  is  alluded  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  but  by  a  sincere  belief  that  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  State  laws,  and  under  proper 
regulations,  the  practice  is  as  consistent  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  moral  law,  as  it  is  with  a  sound  and 
enlightened  policy. 

Dut  although  the  committee  believe  it  necessary  to 
continue  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  they  do  not 
perceive  that  the  same  necessity  exists  for  the  delivery 
of  letters  at  the  respective  post  offices  on  the  Sabbath. 
They  therefore  report  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to 
pass  any  law  respecting  the  transportation  of  the  mail. 

Rtsolvid,  That  provision  be  made,  by  law,  to  pro- 
hibit the  delivery  of  letters  at  the  respective  post  offices 
of  the  I'nited  States  on  the  Sabbath. 

CLAIMS'  LAW. 

The  House  took  up  ihe  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  sent  from  this  House,  to  amend 
the  claims*'  law  of  last  session  ;  which  amend- 
ments go  to  change  altogether  the  character  ol" 
the  bill. 

The  amendments  recoTninended  by  the  Coin- 
miilee  of  Claims  weie  rejected  Ky  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky to  amend  the  Senate's  amendments  by  in- 
serting in  lieu  of  them  tlie  bill  (discussed  in  this 
Hou^e  the  other  day.  but  laid  on  the  (able  and 
not  since  taken  up)  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
on  the  Niagara  frontier. 

The  amendments  are  as  follows: 

'*  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated  to  remunerate  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  invasion 
of  that  frontier  between  the  eighteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  the  second 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  both 
inclusive. 


"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  appropriation  in  the 
preceding  section  who  was  not  either  an  inhabitant  of 
the  said  Niagara  frontier  at  the  lime  of  the  declaration 
of  the  late  war  [>etween  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  or  the  actual  owner  and  proprietor  of  some 
house  or  building  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the 
invasion  aforesaid,  or  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  frontier 
who  had  removed  there  since  the  war,  with  a  view  to 
make  a  fixed  and  permanent  settlement  there. 

"And  be  it  further  enacttd.  That  no  person  who 
shall  have  received  any  i^neys  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  for  property  destroyed  during  the 
invasion  aforesaid,  in  virtue  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  hereby  amended,  shall  l>e  entitled  to  relief  under 
this  act  for  any  other  or  further  losses,  unless  he  shall, 
within  five  days  after  the  first  public  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  hereinafter  mentioned,  pay  into  the 
hands  of  said  Commissioners  the  whole  of  the  sum  or 
sums  received  by  him  as  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  of  his 
so  refunding,  he  shall  enjoy  in  relation  to  the  whole 
of  his  losses  all  the  right  and  benefit  of  the  present 
law,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  not  presented  his 
claim  under  the  said  law  of  the  ninth  of  April  last; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  come  into  the  hands 
of  the  said  Commissioners,  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  shall  be  by  them  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  form  an 
additional  fund  to  the  said  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  and  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
same  object. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  appoint  three 
Commissioners,  who  shall  immediately  proceed  to  the 
Niagara  frontier  and  examine  and  ascertain,  by  the 
best  evidence  that  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of, 
the  value  of  the  several  buildings  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  during  the  invasion  aforesaid,  and  also  the 
value  of  all  other  property  destroyed  in  the  said  build- 
ings, and  belonging  to  such  persons  as  are  entitled  to 
relief  by  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  shall  also 
ascertain,  either  by  the  oath  of  the  respective  claim- 
ants, or  such  other  eviderice  as  may  be  satisfactory  to 
them,  the  amount  which  the  said  claimants  may  have 
respectively  received  of  a  certain  donation  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen,  to  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara  frontier  ;  and, 
after  completing  the  said  examination,  the  said  Com- 
missioners shall  forthwith  report  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  the  names  of  the  sufferers  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  this  act  and  the  amount  of  their  respective  losses. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
further  duty  of  the  SecreUry  of  War,  on  the  receipt  of 
the  aforesaid  report,  to  cause  the  moneys  appropri- 
ated by  this  act  to  be  divided  and  paid  on  their  respec- 
tive applications  to  the  several  persons  intended  to  be 
relieved  by  this  act,  in  projwrtion  to  the  amount  of 
their  losses  respectively  sustained  by  them  and  re- 
ported by  the  Commissioners,  after  deducting  from  the 
amount  of  such  losses  the  sums  which  the  claimants 
have  respectively  received  of  the  said  donation  from 
the  State  of  New  York:  Provided,  however.  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  authonie  the  pay- 
ment to  any  person  of  a  greater  sum  than  the  amount 
of  his  losses  as  reported  by  the  Commissioners. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  any  payment  or  compeneation 
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nesative — yeas  61,  nays  63,  as  follows  : 

^  '*» — Messrs.  Adams,  Atherton,  Barbour,  Bamett 
Baylies,  Bennett,  Blount.  Boss,  Bradbury,  Burwell* 
Cannon,  C'arr  of  MassachuselU,  Clarke  of  North  Car- 
olina, Clayton,  Cook,  Daven^wrt,  Desha,  Edward*, 
Fletcher,  Forney,  Goodwyn,  Hale.  Hawes,  Hungerford,' 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King,  Langdon,  Law,' 
Lyon,  William    Maclay,  Marsh,   Mason.  McCoy,  Mc- 


. —  -i--^  -. J      _w«..uvu,      lui     nijv     lUBBTS,     lOr 

yt^^:h  provision  is  made  either  wholly,  or  in  part   by 
-■- ,»Jt.  r      '    J 

•Ajtd  be  itfufiher  enacted.  That  in  case  of  the  de- 

wA.  ■  .f    =r,..    ,. ■. I   -         r     .        •  ...  ... 


t^ewA^f  any  person,  who,  if  living,  would  be  entitled 
U)  |ft;  benefits  ,)f  this  act,  the  sum  awarded  by  the 
Se.:,iary  of  W.r,r,  .hal^  be  paid  to  hia  legal  repre- 
sen^'^vea.  ; 

-^.ind  be  it  J'urther  enacted,   That  the   Commis- 


sio^its  ti)  be  appm.ited  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall,  I  T  i,n   m.m.  H.,„k  v„i'^     tu  xm  ^'  ,''^. " 

lef^,  they  en.e.'upon  their  duties,  take  and  subscribe     p"^  P^^eV    P.e^lt  R  J.    R  "   r'  ^^'T','^"^"*' 
en^^th  to  perform   thpse   duties  faithfully  and  hon J  P*'?^u3'.':/i*!'f."^^ 


»n  ^jk^th  to  perform  thpse  duties  faithfully  and  hon- 
e"8J>€^  and  they  shall  hi^ve  power  to  administer  oaths 
to  {,  ,.  witnesses  offered  for  examit 


l^y^  witnesses  offered  for  examination  before  them  ; 

anf\^'-r  their  services  they  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate 

'    *^'SJ     ^lollars  |ier  day  for  the  time  they  shall  be  ac- 

tUi;j (^employ ed,,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 

Ttyn>Jiry  not  otljerwise  appropriated." 

,  i  lOmotion  was  then  made  bv  Mr.  Cannon  to 
lay'  i^e  bill  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  dis- 
agNV^  to  by  tho  House. 

Tl«  question  was  then  taken  on  the  arnend- 
nit^i^propos^edby  Mr'.  JoaN30N,  and  determined 
in  \h,^  negative. 

It^*  Clark,  rf  New  York,  then  moved  further 
'o.'^rlend  the  -vieJ^amendments  by  inserting  the 
rolliHfing  section: 

i  ^  -yd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Commis- 
iiai^  be,  and  h«-;  is  herbby,  directed  to  award  indem- 
ni£(,'^ion  to  suclr  persons  who  have  sustained  damage 
^r  i^ks  by  the  d»;itructiop  of  theu  houses  or  buildings 
byJt,4  enemy  ou  the  Miagara  frontier,  between  the 
ciJ^luHday  of  Dcttmber,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen, 
&n4-  i»ic  third  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
foir?i|n  :  I'rovidtd,  It  shall  be  proved  that  the  houses 
■^  •l|jt%-'^''y^^»  ^^'^'  for  which  indemnification  is  claimed, 
1*t»'.;.'o  the  military  occupation  of  the  United  States 
**'  "<'t"'^^*  °^  stcq-ehouses  at  the  time  of  such  destruc- 
^P«''«4>'^  t^f  stroy  <-d  in  consequence  thereof:  And  pro- 
fidt^*;Jso,  That  no  decwion  made  by  the  said  Com- 
niix*i|ier,  under  This  section,  shall  entitle  the  claimant 
Qi  c^^nanu  to  indemniljcation,  unless  such  decision 
a|ia  ijdrst  receive  the  approbation  and  sanction  of  the 
S^ecrMry  of  War,  " 

•  A£«  the  que  lion  bfcing  taken  on  inserting  the 
Fahlitfciion.  It  was  deterinined  in  the  negative. 

raadeby  Mr.  Clark. 

mend  the  said  amend- 

i^^   by  striking  out   the   first  section   thereof 

'•^at  all  decuions  made  by  the  Commissioner,  un- 
5  •'  **^'  '"^  winch  this  is  an  amendment,  shall  be 
ri'vjSf  i  and  approved  by   the  Secretary  of  War,  be- 
fi^rf/^Aiyment  .shajl  be  made  thereon." 

iCyl  the  qutr^iion  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
al>;vueterniined.  in  the  negative. 

'9^  »aid  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then 
cyii^red  in  by  the  House  as  amended. 


Faitl^ciion.  It  was  deterinin 
AW'th^r  motion  was  then 
of  •'WW  York.  lariher  to  am 

mer^  by  striking  out  the  

andi-'.j'-erting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 


^      LNTER\AL  IMPROVEMENT. 

'^  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
tiief'^1.  entitled.  "An  apt  to  set  apart  and  pledge, 
as  ?yi*rmanent"Iund  for  internal  improvement' 
ih^^iusot  th^  National  Bar L-.  and  the  United 
Sia;^^  share  of -"its  dividends."  were  read  ;  when 
an^iji^.n  was  made  by  Mr.  H.  Nelson,  that  the 
sai.j^4ll  be  postponed  indefinitely;  and,  theques- 
\:  ■' 

'*i  .        : 

-    *■»  • 

t   '.^  !  I, 


Root,  Ruggles.  Smith  of  Moryland,  Southard,  Stearna, 
Strong.  Sturge.s,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Vose.  Ward  of 
New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
and  Williams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  BetU,  Birdaeye,  Cady, 
Calhoun,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
Conner,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Dickens,  Findley,  Gas- 
ton, Gold,  Goldsborough,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hammond, 
Harrison,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopkinaon,  Huger, 
Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  Lewis,  Little,  Love,  Lovett,  Lumpkin, 
Lyie,  Wilham  P.  .Maclay,  Milnor,  Motfitt.  Jer.  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Peter,  Pickering,  Ross.  Savage', 
Schenck,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennaylvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South 
Carolina,  Wallace,  Webster.  Wendover,  W  ilde,  Wil- 
kin,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilaon, 
Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  to  postpone  the  said  bill  until  the  third 
day  of  March  next;  which  motion  was  opposed 
by  Me>sr>.  Calholn,  Jackson.  Harrison,  and 
Wilson,  and  supported  by  Me.ssrs. Nelson.  John- 
son, and  King. 

And,  the  question  being  t.iken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  66,  nays  68,  as 
follows : 

ViA.s — Messrs.  Adams,  Atherton,  Barbour,  Bassett, 
Baylies,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,' 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clay- 
ton, Cook,  Crawford,  Davenport,  Desha,  Edwards, 
Fletcher,  Forney,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes, 
Hooks,  Hungerford,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King,' 
Langdon,  Lyon,  William  .Maclay,  Marsh,  Mason,  Mc- 
Coy, McLean,  Mills,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thos.  M.  NeUon, 
Noyes,  Parris,  Pi{>er,  PleasanU,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane, 
Root,  Rugglea,  Smith  of  Md.,  Southard,  Stearns,  Strong, 
Sturgea,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Vose,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and 
Williams. 

^ATS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Betts,  Birdseye,  Cady, 
Caldwell,   Calhoun,   Clendennin,  Comstock,  Conner', 
Creighton,  Culpeper.  Dickens,  Findley,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Goldsborough,    Griflfin,   Hahn,   Hammond,    Harrison, 
Henderson,  Hendricks,    Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger,' 
Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,    Lewis,  Little,   Love,    Lovett,    Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  LyIe,  Wdliam  P.  Maclay,  Middleton,  Milnor, 
Moffitt,  Jer.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Peter,  Picker- 
ing, Ross,    Savage,    Schenck,  Sharp,   Sheffey,    Smith 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tale,   Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylor  of  South'  Carolina,  Telfau,  Wal- 
lace, Webster,  Wendover,  Wilde,   Wilkin,  Willough- 
by, Thomas  Wilson,  WilliamWilson,  Woodward,  Yan- 
cey, and  Yates. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 
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EVENING    SESSION. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts."'  was  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the 
lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  sale  of  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed," with  amendments;  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  >aid  amendments  were  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Robert  Burnside;" 
the  bill,  "supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;"  the  bill  ''  for  the 
relief  of  the  Creek  Indians ;"  the  bill  '"authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  repayment 
to  be  made  of  certain  alien  duties  ;-'  the  bill  "  fur- 
ther to  regulate  the  Territories  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  their  electing  Delegates  to  Congress;" 
severally  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  resolutions  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to  their 
measures  relating  to  the  payment  of  the  .second 
instalment  of  the  subscription  to  the  bank,  were, 
on  motion  of  the  author,  Mr.  Forsyth,  for  the 
want  of  lime  to  act  on  them,  indefinitely  pusi- 
jToned. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  to  to-morrow 
(Sunday)  at  11  o'clock,  and  negatived — 63  to  48, 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  remit  the  duties  therein  mentioned;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  were  lost 
in  the  United  States  brig  Epervier ;  the  bill,  sup- 
plementary to  au  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned.for  debts  due  the  United  States;  the  bill 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause 
repayment  to  be  made  of  certain  alien  duties;  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Burnside  ;  the  bill  fur- 
ther 10  regulate  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  their  electing  Delegates  to  Congress; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Creek  Indians; 
all  which  bills  originated  in  this  House,  were  sev- 
erally read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Darnall  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
then  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  west 
chop  of  Holmes'  Hole  harbor,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  land  office  in  the  Missouri 
Territory,  and  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims 
to  town  lots  and  village  lots  therein,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  lie  OQ  the  table. 


The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  certain  claims  for  militia  ser- 
vices due  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  (against  the 
Indians  twenty-five  years  ago.)  but  debate  aris- 
ing, and  time  to  examine  the  bill  being  declared 
to  be  wanting,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  same  fate,  after  like  discussion,  attended 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  an  act 
to  authorize  the  State  of  Tenne.ssee  to  issue  grants 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described, 
and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated lands  within  the  same. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bate  was  taken 
up.  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  amend  and  ex- 
plain an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  and  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  bill  respecting  the  compensation  of  cer- 
tain collectors  therein  mentioned  ;  the  bill  author- 
izing the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Teakle 
Savage,  and  others ;  the  bill  to  regulate  the  trade 
in  plaster  of  Paris-  the  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Nathaniel  Seavey, 
and  others  ;  the  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads;  hII  which  bills  originated  in  this 
House,  passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole, 
and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  on  .Monday. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  sundry  banks  in  this 
District,  received  from  the  Senate,  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Calhodn  moved  that  the  bill  should  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Johnson. 
of  Kentucky.  Lewis,  and  Culpeper,  and  sup- 
ported by  Mesjrs.  Calhoun  and  Webster,  and 
was  negatived — ayes  33. 

The  bill  was,  after  some  debate,  referred,  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '"An  act  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  the  printing  of  the  tenth  volume  of  pub- 
lic documents;"  and.  being  again  read,  was  passed 
by  the  House. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee; 
whicii  was  reported  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble ;  which  motion  was  di>^agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time  on  Monday  .next. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of 
a  sum  of  money  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  under 
the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the 
United  States  and  that  Stale.  The  bill  was  re- 
ported with  amendments,  which  were  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered 10  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime  on 
Monday  next. 
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I  '<':^^^  Commiiiee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which 

j  .Vjooimitted   ihe  bill  from   the  Senate,  entitled 

"itl>  act  to  incorporate  the  cubscribers  to  certain 

l»4  ,ks  in  ihec  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  pre- 

Vi"Ct  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  unchartered 

j  t^^'iaiions  u-ithin  the  said  District,"  were  dis- 

I  tktVged,   and    the   hill    was   referred    to    Messrs. 

I  Ijiji'is.  Gaston,  and  Calhoun. 

y\  


Monday,  March  3. 
jr.  Barbglr.  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
ijjeQdilure.s.  made  a  detailed  report  coocerning 
^V'*^  Powers  and  duties,  and  the  subjects  of  their 
t^^jUiries  duruog  the  present  ses*ion  5  which  was 
rVivl  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A    messagt-    from    the    Senate   informed     the 
Jitrnse  that  iht  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution 
ttjjttjciing   their   Secretary  to  inform  this   House 
Ujj|,J  the  Presudent  elect  of  the  United  States  will, 
vriTuesday  Lext,  at  12  o'clock,  take  the  oaih  of 
v»!Xi(!e  required  by  the  Constitution,  in  the  Cham- 
Ciit-bf  the  House  of  Representatives. 
*''the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
^Tjhe^  following   resolution   was  submitted   by 
J^J^WiLOE,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
Oi-'^e  table: 

^Jittvked,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
I'VO.  of  this  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be 
»^]»<iintcd  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose 
i>(  ijjiaking  arrangemenU  relative  to  the  time  and 
iltd^er  of  administering  the  oath  of  office  to  the 
I^dtfdent  elect  of  the  United  States.  | 

Ta  message  Irom  the  Senate  Informed  the 
}?,ijise  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  from 
lira  House  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

H'Q  act  irans/erriog  the  duties  of  Commis- 
s;#5er  of  Loaoii  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
ai;>  abolishing  the  office  of  Commissioner  of 
Lo..ns;  an  ac;  making  further  provision  for  re- 
citing the  ptiblic  buiidings  and  improving  the 
;P9Hic  square;  an  act  to  provide  for  the  reJemp- 
'li/;^of  the  public  debt;  an  act  making  appro- 
ptiftiions  ior  toe  support  of  ihe  Military  Estab- 
l5»Lruent  of  thv  United  Slates  for  the  year  1817; 
aifcTict  making  addilicnal  appropriations  to  defray 
tfifc-i^xpenseb  im  the  Army  and  Militia  during  the 
lait«>ar  with  Great  Britain;  an  act  respecting 
tta^^ssessmeni  and  collection  of  the  direct  tax"; 
aii^aCt  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral 
rrj*tions  of  the  United  States;  and  an  act  mak- 
'^Lf  PPropriaiions  fur  the  support  of  the  Navy 
oj  tfie  United;  States,  for  the  year  ISIT,  with 
ai:(irJidiuents. 
:'l'iiey  have;also  j»assed  bills  of  the  following 


ii^tl  to  wit:  ; 

r[.\li  act  to  C(inliui 
aii  llirlher  to  {irovi 


»»i|Pf 
lu^Hn 


lue  in  force  ao  act  entitled  "Aq 
nde  for  the  collection  of  dutit-v 
ou'  i|uports_ai^  tonnage,"'  passed  the  3d  day  of 
Mjurih,  1815,  a,id  for  ottier  purposes;  an  act  mak- 
•|ppropriations  for  carrying  into  etfecl  certain 
treaties.'  and  for  other  purposes;  an  act  to 
ccii.-.inue  in  firce  au  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
e»i:i5li>hing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tr;,Wfi;''  an  act  to  secure,  in  certain  cases,  the 
bciity  in  land  to  the  heirs  of  deceased  soldiers; 
'■  'i 
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an  act  to  establish  post  roads;  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  organizing  the  general  stalT,  and  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  ;  an  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United 
States  ;■'  an  act  providing  an  additional  compen- 
sation to  the  circuit  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  of 
the  United  Slates  ;  in  which  amendments  and 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Hou>e. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  respecting  the  compensation  of  the  col- 
lectors therein  mentioned  ;  an  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Nathaniel 
Seavey  and  others;  an  act  for  erecting  a  light- 
house on  the  west  chop  of  Holmes's  Hole  harbor, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ;  an  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Teakle  Sav- 
age, and  others ;  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Lee;  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  money 
to  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  articles  of 
agreement  and  cession  between  the  United  Stales 
and  that  Slate;  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Comnaittee  of  the  Whole,  lo  which  is 
committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony 
Buck,  were  discharged  from  a  further  considera- 
tion of  the  same. 
'  The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
[  bill,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Root  to 
lay  It  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  rejected 
by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  loday. 

Tiie  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  to 
amend  and  explain  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  persons  slam  in  the  pub- 
lic or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Stales," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  atnendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  'An  ac:  transferring  the  duties 
of  Commissioner  of  Loans  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  abolishing  the  office  of  Com- 
missioner of  Loans,"  were  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  direct  tax,"  were  read, 
and  also  concurred  in. 

The  amendments   proposed  by  the  Senate  to 

the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 

for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes 

!  for  the  year  1317,"  were  read  and  committed  to 

a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  additional  ap- 
propriations lo  defray  the  ex[)enses  of  the  Army 
and  Miliiia  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain," were  read,  and  comtnilted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  last  mentioned. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  Slates  for  the  year  1817,"  were  read, 
and  commitied  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  last  mentioned. 
The  bill  from   the   Senate,  entitled   '"An  act 
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making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
cerlam  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  last  mentioned. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  lo 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  pre- 
serve the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  States," 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Tne  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,"  were  read,  and  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House. 

Ttie  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled,  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act  for  organizing  the  general  staff, 
and  muking  further  provision  for  the  Array  of 
the  United  Stales,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled,  -'An  act 
providing  an  additional  compensation  to  the  cir- 
cuit juil.e  of  the  sixth  circuit  of  the  United 
Stales,"  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Trie  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  lo 
secure,  in  ceriain  cases,  the  bounty  in  land  to  the 
heiis  of  deceased  soldiers."  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  the 
judicial  courts  of  the  United  Stales,"  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  post  roads,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  tlie  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
coiiiinue  in  force  au  act.  entitled  'An  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,'  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  I'rom  the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
establishing  trading-houses  wilh  the  Indian 
tribea,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  lo  be  read  a 
third  time.  The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate 
the  trade  in  plaster  of  Paris,"  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  being  on  its  passage,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken — ''Shall  the 
bill  pass?"  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
80,  nav>  39.  as  follows: 

Ykai — Messrs.  Adams,  Adgate,  Alexander,  Ather- 
ton,  Uaker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Belts,  Birdseye,  Blount, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Csrr  of  Massachusetts,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clarke 
of  North  Carolina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Desha,  Dick- 
ens, Fleliher,  Forney,  Fopyth,  Captortf',  Gold,  Hale, 
UammoiiJ,  Uawes,  Henderson,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Ing- 
ham, Jackson,  Jewell,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent, 
King,  Lovi-ti,  Lowndes,  .Marsh,  Mason,  Middleton, 
Mills,  Moseiey,  J.  Ncl8<jn,  Hugh  Nelson,  Newton, 
^■oye8,  Farris,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Kecd, 
Ueyuolds,  Koane,  Huggles,  Schenck,  Stearns,  Strong, 
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Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York, 
Ward  of  MassachusetU,  Ward  of  New  York,  Web- 
ster, WendoTer,  WUde,  Wdliams,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Baer,  Bennett,  Brecken- 
ridge.  Champion,  Edwards,  Findley,  Goldsborough, 
Hahn,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Law,  Lewis,  Little,  Love,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Wm. 
Maclay,  William  P.  Maclay,  McCoy,  Milnor,  Peter, 
Piper,  Randolph,  Kicc,  Root,  Ross,  Savage,  ShefTey, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Vose,  Wallace, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilkin, 
and  William  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of 
this  House  be  presented  to  the  Hon.  Henrt 
Clay  for  the  ability  and  impartiality  with  which 
he  has  presided  over  its  deliberations,  and  the 
correctness  with  which  he  has  performed  the  ar- 
duous and  important  duties  of  the  chair. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  from 
this  House  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  making  provision  for  the  location  of 
the  lands  reserved  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  9th  of  August,  1814,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Creek  Indians,  to  certain  chiefs 
and  warriors  of  that  nation,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  military  services  during 
the  late  war,"  and  for  other  purposes  ; 

An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Wells  ;  and 

An  act  to  regulate  the  trade  in  plaster  of 
Paris  ;  with  ameudraenls.  They  have  also  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  compensating  Peter  Hagner,  and  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  itiC  heirs  of  William  B. 
Carter  ;  as  also  a  resolution  respecting  the  con- 
tracts for  printing  for  Congress;  in  which  amend- 
ments, bills,  and  resolution,  they  ask  ihe  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

DISTRICT  B.^NKS. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  committee  to  which  wa» 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  certain  banks 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  prevent 
the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  unchartered  associa- 
tions within  the  said  District,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

The  House  then  proceeded  lo  consider  the  bill, 
when  .Mr.  Webster  moved  to  strike  out  the  28tfa 
section  thereof;  which  motion  was  rejected  by 
the  House. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster, to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out  from 
the  7ih  line  of  the  first  section  the  words  "  thirty- 
six,"  so  as  to  leave  blank  the  year  to  which  it  is 
proposed  lo  extend  the  charters  of  the  said  banks, 
which  motion  was  also  rejected  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ingham  to 
add  to  the  30th  section  the  following: 

"  And  the  several  sums  directed  to  be  paid  by  the 
banking  companies  hereby  incorporated  to  any  com- 
pany now  incorporated,  shall  constitute  a  portion  of 


t 

j 

* 

I  i 

h 


-fi 


V 

li.  **F  R. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1060 


1061 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Veto  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Bill. 


Maich,  1817. 


tid^  ^tock  of  su!ch  companies;  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
(Avur.ends  of  such  stocK  shall  be  duposed  of  as  Con- 
^^Kt^  raav  herewAcr  direct  for  like  purposed." 

[find   the  qttesiion  was  stated    Co  agree  to  the 

rViJndment,  w^hen  a  member  called  for  the  read- 

;./•  of  the  bijl;  which    bein?  objected   to,   the 

'raker  dfclrjred  that,  at  this  stage  of  its  pro- 

.*.-     if    nro^     r  nt     /»(imnotont     fnr    nng     mCmber     tO 


gV-'v".  it  was  r.ot  competent  for 
(a,(4JaDd  the  rt-ading  of  the  bill  wiihout  aa  order 
cy  ihe  Hou>e: — from  which  deci^ion  of  the 
f^)e5»ker.  Mr.  Bas3ETT  appealed  to  the  House; 
aid?  on  the  (|Uesiio« — ''Is  the  decision  of  the 
S«^«p»ker  correct?"  it  passed  in  the  affirmative, 
w..N?r.  Inghanj  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  ; 
\^i5'h  molioD'was  rejected  by  the  House. 
ft%e  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
n^iit  moved. by  Mr.  Ingham,  and  was  deter- 
nSr'f'd  in  the  negative. 

Itin  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was  then 
attended  and  recommitted  to  a  select  committee. 
/>M(t  Messrs.  Lewis,  Gasto.n,  and  Taylor,  of 
Prfw  York,  were  appointed  the  committee,  with 
It  ivre  to  sit  di^ring  tfie  session  of  the  House. 
,\|r.  Lewis.*  from  (he  committee  to  which  the 
i^  bill  was  rj'comraitted,  reported  the  same  with 
jftodments.  \vhich  the  Hou-e  proceeded  to  con- 
F*-.  when  Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  said 
'(t)e  poslpoijed  indefinitely, 
^•nd  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
[rrained  in*  the  negative — yeas  50,  nays  60,  as 
,»ws :  ■ 

*;as — Me8S|j.  Adaais,  Barbour,  Gassett,  Bennett, 
f  seye,  BossJ  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Calhoun,  Carr  of 
A^^achuaetts,;  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton, 
C^^ict,  Deshii.  Edwards,  firiffin,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall, 
R^imond,  Holkinson,  Ingham.  Johnson  of  VirginiH, 
I\Jj.(j,  Langdofi,  Law,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Wni. 
Itjk'^ay,  Marsh.  Mason,  ISoyes,  Pickens,  Piper,  Ran- 
iimr'U,  Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Taul,  Telfair, 
V^^,  Wallace.. Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
i-i*^y-  VVhitesiIle,  Wilcox, Wm.  Wilson  and  Yancey. 
AS.ATS — Mesars.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer.  Ather- 
t%>,i  Baer,  Baker,  Bells,  Blount,  Caldwell,  Cannon, 
(Zrippcll,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clendenniii,  Com- 
■fti:V.  Creight..n,  Davenport,  Findley,  Fletcher,  For- 
ti^l  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
I^ivcs,  Hendt  rson,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Hun- 
lfii>rd,  Irvini;  of  Ne^  York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
.tucky,  Kent,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon.  William  P. 
,<)lay,  McCoj,  Milnor,  Moeeley,  J.  Nelson,  Hugh 
IW^n.  Newton,  Parns,  Peter,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
I^^JUants,  Reynolds,  Ruggles,  Schenck,  Stearns,  Tall- 
rtd^ge,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wilde,  Wil- 
KJ^'^  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

■^fhe  said  amendments  were  then  concurred  in 
Ij  ^he  H(-ust-  ;  and  the  bill  was  further  amended, 
^l»4  the  amenJmenls  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
pfc-abill  read  .i  third  time  to-day.  which  was  sub- 
iS^^enily  dou-e.  and  the  bill  passed. 

^^O  OF  I.NTERNAL  I.MPROVE.MENT  BILL, 
^.i;  Message  wa.>  received  from  the  President  of 

•:  tm, United  iSiates.  by  Mr.  Todd,  his  Secretary. 

t  Wft.;.  by  comfiiand  of  the  President,  returned  to 
Ujy^House  the  bill  passed  by  the  two  Houses,  en- 
rjl^d  "An  act  to  set  apart  and  pledge  certain 
tAys  for  internal  improvements."  and  presented 
i^  '* 
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to  the  President  for  his  approbation  and  signa- 
ture, this  day,  to  which  bill  the  President  having 
made  objections,  the  same  were  aLso  delivered  ia 
by  the  said  Secretary  ;  who  then  withdrew. 

The  said  objections  were  read,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  Hotue  of  Representatives 

of  the  United  ^States  : 

Having  considered  the  bill  this  day  presented  to 
me,  entitled  '«An  act  to  set  apart  and  pledge  certain 
funds  for  internal  improvements,"  and  which  seta 
apart  and  pledges  funds  "  for  constructing  roads  and 
canals,  and  improving  the  navigation  of  water-courses 
in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  give  security  to 
internal  commerce  among  the  several  States,  and  to 
render  more  easy  and  Ie8«  eipenaivc  the  means  and 
provisions  for  the  common  defence  ;"  I  am  constrained, 
by  the  insuperable  difficulty  I  feel  in  reconciling  the 
bill  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  re- 
turn it  with  that  objection,  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  which  it  originated. 

The  legislative  powers  vested  in  Congress  are  spe- 
cified and  enumerated  in  the  Hth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  power  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  the  bill  is 
among  the  enumerated  powers  ;  or  that  it  falls,  by 
any  just  interpretation,  within  the  power  to  make 
laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
thoee  or  other  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  io 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

'•  The  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  seve- 
ral States,"  cannot  include  a  power  to  construct  road.s 
and  canaU,  and  to  improve  the  navigation  of  water- 
courses, in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  secure  snch 
a  commerce,  without  a  latitude  of  construction  de- 
parting from  the  ordinary  import  of  the  terms,  strength- 
ened by  the  known  inconveniences  which  doubtless 
led  to  the  grant  of  this  remedial  power  to  Congress. 

To  refer  the  power  in  question  to  the  clause  "  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare," 
would  be  contrary  to  the  established  and  consistent 
rules  of  interpretation ;  as  rendering  the  special  and 
careful  enumeration  of  powers,  which  follow  theclause, 
nugatory  and  improper.  Such  a  view  of  the  Consti- 
tution would  have  the  effect  of  giving  to  Congress  a 
general  power  of  legislation,  instead  of  the  defined 
and  limited  one  hitherto  understood  to  belong  to 
them  ;  the  terms  '•  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare" embracing  every  object  and  act  within  the  pur- 
view of  a  legislative  trust.  It  would  have  the  etTect 
of  subjecting  both  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
several  States,  in  all  cases  not  specifically  exempted, 
to  be  superseJed  by  laws  of  Congress;  it  being  ex- 
pressly declared  "  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be 
the  supremt  law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  of  every 
State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  anytLing  in  the  Consti- 
tution or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing." Such  a  view  of  the  Constitution,  finally, 
would  hare  the  eflect  of  excluding  the  judicial  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  from  lU  participation  in 
guarding  the  boundary  between  the  legislative  jwwers 
of  the  General  and  the  State  Governments  ;  ina.srauch 
as  questions  relating  to  the  general  welfare  being 
questions  of  policy  and  expediency,  are  unsuscepUble 
of  judicial  cognizance  and  decision. 

A  restriction  of  the  fwwer  "  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare,"  to  cases  which  are 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  expenditure  of  money,  would 
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still  leave  within  the  legislative  power  of  Congress  all 
the  great  and  most  important  measures  of  Govern- 
ment ;  money  being  the  ordinary  and  necessary  means 
of  carrying  them  into  execution. 

If  a  general  power  to  construct  roads  and  canals, 
and  to  improve  the  navigation  of  water-courses,  with 
the  train  of  powers  incident  thereto,  be  not  possessed 
by  Congress,  the  assent  of  the  States  in  the  mode  pro- 
vided in  the  bill  cannot  confer  the  power.  The  only 
cases  in  which  the  consent  and  cession  of  particular 
States  can  extend  the  power  of  Congress,  arc  those 
specified  and  provided  for  in  the  Constitution. 

I  am  not  unaware  of  the  great  importance  of  roads 
and  canals,  and  the  improved  navigation  of  water- 
courses ;  and  that  a  j>ower  in  the  National  Legisla- 
ture to  provide  for  them  might  be  exercised  with  signal 
advantage  to  the  general  prosperity.  But  seeing  that 
such  a  power  is  not  expressly  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  believing  that  it  cannot  be  deduced  from 
any  part  of  it  without  an  inadmissible  latitude  of  con- 
struction, and  a  reliance  on  insulficient  precedents; 
believing  also  that  the  permanent  success  of  the  Con- 
stitution depends  on  a  dellnite  partition  of  powers 
between  the  General  and  State  Government,  and  that 
no  adequate  landmarks  would  be  left  by  the  construc- 
tive extension  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  as  proposed 
in  the  bill,  I  have  no  option  but  to  withhold  my  signa- 
ture from  it ;  and  to  cherishing  the  hope  that  its  bene- 
ficial objects  may  be  attained  by  a  resort  for  the  neces- 
sary powers,  to  the  same  wisdom  and  virtue  in  the 
nation  which  established  the  Constitution  in  its  actual 
form,  and  providently  marked  out,  in  the  instrument 
itself,  a  safe  and  practicable  mode  of  improving  it,  as 
experience  might  suggest. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Maech  3,  1817. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  recoasideraiiun  of 
the  aaid  bill,  which  i:>  in  the  following  words: 

An  Act  to  set   apart  and    pledge    certain    funds    for 
internal  improvement. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Ignited  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  by  the  twentieth  section  of  the  "  act  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,"  and  the  dividends  which  shall  arise  from  their 
shares  in  lU  capital  stock,  during  the  present  term  of 
twenty  years,  fur  which  the  proprietors  thereof  have 
been  incorporated,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  set 
apart  and  pledged  as  a  fund  for  constructing  roads  and 
canals,  and  improving  the  navigation  of  water-courses, 
in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  give  security  to  in- 
ternal commerce  among  the  several  States,  and  to 
render  more  easy  and  less  expensive  the  means  and 
provisions  necessary  for  their  common  defence. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mo- 
neys constituting  the  said  fund  shall,  from  time  to 
lime,  be  applied  in  constructing  such  roads  or  canals 
or  in  improving  the  navigation  of  such  water-courses, 
or  both,  in  each  State,  as  Congress,  with  the  assent  of 
such  State,  shall  by  law  direct,  and  in  the  manner 
most  conducive  to  the  general  welfare  ;  and  the  pro- 
portion of  ttie  said  moneys  to  be  expended  on  the  ob- 
jects aforesaid,  in  each  State,  shall  be  in  the  ratio  of 
its  representation,  at  the  time  of  the  apportionment 
hereinafter  provided,  in  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature  :  Provided,  That  the  propor- 
tion of  said  fund,  to  be  assigned  to  any  State,  or  any 


part  thereof,  may,  by  the  assent  of  such  State,  be  ap- 
plied to  the  purposes  aforesaid  in  any  other  State. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
fund  be  put  under  the  care  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  time  being;  and  that  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  apportion  and  divide  the  said  fund,  as  it  an- 
nually accrues,  among  the  several  States  now  existing, 
and  such  as  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
according  to  the  then  existing  ratio  of  representation 
as  before  directed  ;  and  to  invest  the  same,  so  appor* 
tioned  and  divided,  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United 
States  in  the  names  of  the  respective  States ;  and  the 
funded  debt  so  set  apart  in  the  names  of  the  respect- 
ive States  shall  be  applied  to  the  aforesaid  objects,  un- 
der the  concurrent  direction  of  Congress,  and  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  interested  ;  and  he  shall  also 
lay  before  Congress,  at  their  annual  session,  the  con- 
dition of  the  said  fund. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  also  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary,  unless  otherwise  direct- 
ed, to  vest  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States,  by 
the  twentieth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  it  may  fall  due,  in  the 
stock  of  the  United  States  ;  and  also  to  lay  before 
Congress,  at  their  annual  session,  the  condition  of  s&id 
fund.  , 

Attest.  H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  House  'of  Representatives. 
JOHN  GAILLARD, 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

I  certify  that  this  act  originated  in  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

TH.  DOUGHERTY, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  question  was  then  taken  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed in  the  Cunsiitution  ol  the  United  Stales, 
''  that  the  House,  on  reconsideration,  do  agree  to 
pass  the  said  bill."  tue  President's  objections  to 
the  same  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  60.  nays 
5G,  a*  loilows : 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Clay,  (Speaker,)  Alexander,  Archer, 
Belts,  Birdseye,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Cady,  Calhoun, 
Chappell,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Conner,  Creighton, 
Culpeper,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hall,  Har- 
rison, Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hul- 
bert, Ingham,  Irving  of  New  Vork,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Kilbourn,  Little,  Lovett, 
Lyle,  .Middleton,  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Ormsby, 
Peter,  Pickering,  Reynolds,  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck, 
Sharp,  Sheflfey,  Tate,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Telfair, 
Wallace.  Webster,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wil- 
kin, Thos.  Wilson,  Wm.  Wilson,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — .Messrs.  .^dams,  Atherton,  Baer,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Blount,  Boss^  Bradbury,  Carr  of 
Massachusetu,  Clarke  of  North  ^<>«rolina,  Clayton, 
Davenport,  Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  For- 
ney, Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hawesv  Hunger- 
ford,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jewett,  JohnsoM  of  Vir- 
ginia, King,  Law,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  William  Maclay, 
Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy,  Mills,  Hugh  Nelsoir;  Noyes, 
Parris,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Root,  Ruggles,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stearns,  Strong,  Siurges,  Tall- 
madge,  Taul,  V'ose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  VVard  of 
New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilcox,  ai^d  Wil- 
liams. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected.  ^ 

[It  will  be  observed  that  the  Speaker,  on  this 
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e.r«sioodiffvrmg  from  every  other  question  be-  |  uh.ch  he  should  not  designate.     He  had  seen  no 
*>,i  the  H.o-e    cla.med  and  exercised  the  r.ght  .  necessity  to  say  a  word,  when   this  b.li  had  been 
tjU^ote.     Two_ih.rds   being   required   to  decide  |  introduced  into  the  discussion  of  other  measure, 
^r.  question  affirmatively,  the  hill  did  not  pas,.]  j  (and  into  the  discussion  of  what  measure  of  do- 
;;■«*  NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY.  i  mestic    policy  had  it  not  been  introduced?)  be- 

rjfr.  W..DH   moved  to  discharge  .he  Commit-  I  "rr±...?."J''.^.'^_«.yf -^'^  ^^^^  ^'  thought  hi, 
i^^)f  the  VVHole  from    the  consideration  of  the 
^^fore>tabli4binga  National  University,  and  to 


duty  required,  by  speaking  upon  every  question 
on  which  be  did  speak  at  all.  if  not  to  the  purpose 
at  least  to  the  point. 

He  now  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  not 
the  further  consideration,  of  the  bill  for  establish- 


■  a   - w  ..........  J  ,    u,,  u    .v# 

f,{j.|pone  It  inch'fiiiiteiy,  prefacing  his  motion  with 
ttj'^'f'ollowing  remarks  : 

^<r.  W.  had  seized,  he  said,  the  momentary  in-  ,  i,,c  ,uriinT  rnnsmpmrm,,   .,1  .k»  k  m  r  ^i-  l 

,*,ial  of  leisure  ,h.y  ,he„  po«e>.ed,  for  .he'pur-    T.l  a  Na^iU      tT "     ("y  L  f.h  ""^ 
\kV'  '"'"r/""«  "  raol'on,  which  a.  il  was  the    ^^'indefinUdy  po.,po^d^'  ''"  '"*" 

Jfls'lif- should  ever  have  the  honor  of  makin<r  in         Thi  ■  rr,^,  '^      , 

tf  ^  House,  so  it  would  be,  as  it  regarded  its 'sub     ani  n  Zs  rer.^c'^o^d  fa'u.^'h^''  '"''  ^""°l' 

i^A  the   onlr^succe.sful   one  he  had  ever  made.  I  Ty    intention   if  vS^ntfo     '    ^  Ti^T'  '"'5 

•^  Ihe  comrui-n  ement  of  the  ses.ion  he  had  the  I  aal.nst  the  other      Hei,!  nnH    ^  ^^  °^  "  '"^ 

.fortune,  fo^  such  he  esteemed  it,  to  be  appoint-  :  ^^^vl'tio';  ^a't^u  w"  ulHu     eJd  '  Sr ft 

e*,be  chairo^an  0/  a  select  committee,  to  whom     ought.     The   measure  had  LTb;en  more  than 

,  referred  .  very  smal    and  a  very  un.mport-    ciciliUr  mortuus.     He  feared  a  had  even  become 

aj^por.ionol    the  President's  Message  ;  and  as    offensive   to    the  economUl  sensib'ires  of  ,1!e 

tfe  appointment  had  made  it  his  duty,  contrary     House.     It  was  therefore   high  time      should  be 

interred— not  with  obituary  honors,  of  which  it 
was  in  no  wise  worthy— but  with  the  bare  com- 
mon  decencies  cf  Christian  burial.  May  it  rest  in 
peace.  Let  no  one  disturb  its  ashes.  He  did  not 
mean  to  speak  its  funeral  oration,  and  for  a  hie 
jacet,  the  me^sage  they  had  just  received  would 
do  as  well  as  any  other.  Future  politicians  might 

L-  •    ,.' '  ^   ---:;-: '■'^^'I't,  and.  reading  might,  moralize  on  the  unc^er- 

ht   report  0/   .hat  comm.t.ee  whilst  ]  ,ain.y  of  all  ihings-noi  eicepting  Executive  re- 

c,>,i.iera.,oa^>as    poss.ble  ;  he    was   not    weak  ,  comriendations/ One  ^ood  he  triied  would    e^ 

ey  .>gh  to  sup,.ose  ihey  would  bestow  a  thought    .uk,  if  no.  to  them,  at  ail  events  toThersrccess^^^^^ 

>T.'?'ml  Ti       '"VJ^  '"riher  consideration  had     from    meditating  'among  the  tombs  of  Natonal 

lj,me   useless.     The   Committee,  it  was  true,    Education    and    Internal    Improvement       They 


lj>Vs  wishes,  10  trouble  the  House  by  the  occa- 
'  *iP?.'  retiewal  of  a  most  ungrateful  motion,  on 
c%>hin  order'!  of  the  day.  he'  had  no  doubt  the 
hSuse  regrelt(;d  the  misfortune  quite  as  much  as 
^^"'*  Sincait  had  been  their  pleasure,  for  rea- 
s^^  no  dou^^  satisfactory  10  thfm>elves,  but 
a^ing  which'^onsiiiutional  scruples  could  hard- 
IJLt*'    reckont^    as  a  part,  constantly  .0  decline 


i\Lti'  reckont^ 
c&'«idering  ihf 
Cj«)^iiieration^^> 


h|i;given  the  subject  some  portion  of  their  time  1  would  learn  in  what  noM o"puV.l,eTr"iVust     Thev 

fi^^fiL"  1^'"";'  ^'/'^T^^k^V"'  ^'^'^  ^?  r  ^°"'^  '•^''•"'  »  ''"»*^  '--  *"'-"^»y.  to  ho  e  noble 
^ed  n  irth^'^-  ,%^^^.^'^  ^T  ^r"'^""^  '  !"'  <=«P^-«""g  P-J'^cts  which  others  heretofore 
vj^ed  in  till.,  labor  of  Sysiphus,  it  otherwise  ,  have  bad  the  merit  of  proposing  and  that  House 
dieted  mighl  have  proved  humbly  useful.  He  ,  the  odium  of  rejecting^  They  would  itari  "  dil- 
s^J  painfully,  because  hopelessly;  he  had  long  !  t.ogu.sh  those  ih.ngf  which  were  intended  fu 
ki  own  that  success  was  not  even  doubtful.  The  Congress,  from  ihofe,  if  there  were  any  Lb 
i^.^sure,  .    .n^eed  it  were  a  good  one,  had  fallen  ,  which  were  intended  only  for  thl  peon" '^  ' 

v^y.  ev.l  umjs  and  into  inauspicious  hands.  Perhaps  also,  that  invefsion  of  the  u  ual  order 

^e  hoped  he  wa^  not  thought  querulous  in  these    of  responsibili.V  which  they  had     ust   witnessed 
^rks;  he^.sclaimed   most   un.nu.vo.»ll.  »ll     ^.gi.^  have  its  use  elsewhere.     The  laTterdal' 

ot  propositions  might  hereafter,  as  he  hoped  they 


s;  he  disclaimed   most   unequivocally  all 


nion  of  bring  so. 
roine  of  coimplaint 


He  knew  it  was  the  usual 
to   excite  contempt  more 


pity,  ani<  he  trusted  he  was  not,  thai  he  did 


would,  altogether  "cease.     At  least  they  must  be 


i  i^wish  to  a(,ke  himself  , he  object  of  either.        ,  ..  _...„  „.»,  „,,,,  ^ouia  taKe  a  proper  occa- 

•  "s^    aT  f  th'is  sJt'itc^'?'"!'  "'^  K^","'  '  "°"'  '-P-'^""y'  but  distinctly,  to  inU'ate  the!r 
.  less,  iiiai  .ii    inis   suttiect   has    been    thrust  or  1  pnnv<>ir>ii..noc..    iu».    ; «-■    1  . 


advanced  more  cautiously.  And  if  they  were  not 

he  trusted  that  House  would  take  a  proper  occa-' 

^ess  ii.a,  ■  f  .1.;         .  •'  -'-:.—•'  — "  "—  —  i  *'on.  respectfully,  but  distinctly,  to  i 

ess  that  .f  this  subject  has  been  thrust  or  1  consciousness,  that  in  official,  as  in  social  inter- 

J..'ged  into  , he  discussion  of  other  topics,  ,1  was  !  course,  without  the  slightest  breach  of   the  d2  e  t 

^i.  by  me      Mid  not  .so  much  as  reply,  when  it  '  morali'ty,  there  may  be  ut.  red  an   mfii.ieZm 

.nvoked.jcertainly  not  by  the  inspiration  of    her   of  delightful  nothings,  which     houih    ve^v 

W.erva,  as  ,n  argnmen,  against  the   whiskey    sweet   to   the  ear,  and   very   prett/oa  fhe    1  ps^ 


•.—he  did  n»!.  mean  to  say  it  was  by  any  other 
ipitation,  leiist  of  all,  that  of  the  giver  of  the 
V.  whom  Fjorace  iiyled  a  modest  and  a  candid 
he  woul{l  not  do  injustice  even  to  a  heathen 
{(y;  and  lire  ancient  mythology  furnished  no 
vision  to  ihfti  process  which  converted  man's 
I  into  his  pui^on,  unle.-s  indeed  it  was  the 
me  by  which  the  daughter  of  Ceres  became  the 
of  Pluto  and  the  queen  of  those  dominions 


either  have  no  meaning  at  all.  or  may  be  taken  to' 
mean  anything. 
[The  Committee  were  accordingly  discharged.] 

CLOSING  BUSINESS. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Authooy  Buck,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed   by  the   Senate  to 
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doting  Biuineu. 


H.  opR. 


the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sions," were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  making  further  provision  for  military 
services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'" were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Wells,"  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  trade  in 
plaster  of  Pans,"  were  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
the  location  of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  of  the  9th  of  August,  1814, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation 
of  Indians,  to  certain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  that 
cation,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting  the 
contracts  for  printing  for  Congress,  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  to- 
day. The  resolution  was  read  the  third  time, 
accordingly,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
compensating  Peter  Hagner,"  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1817." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  B.  Carter,"  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed   by  the   Senate  to 
the  bill  "making  further  provision  for  repairing 
the  public    buildings   and    improving   the   public 
square,"  were  read  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  House  resolved  ilselt  into  a  Commitiee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  year  1817;"  and  on  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  several  other    bills 
committed  to  the  said  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  ;  as  also,  on  bills  from  the  Senate  of  the 
following  titles,  to  wit:  '"An  act  making  appro- 
priations for   carrying   into  effect  certain  Indian 
treaties,  and    for   other  purposes,"    and  "An  act 
compensating  Peter    Hagner;"   and,  after  some 
lime   spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and   re- 
ported the  agreement  of  the  Committee  to  the 
amendments  of  the   Senate  to  the  bills,  entitled 
"An  act   making  appropriations  for   the  support 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates  during  the  year 
1817;"   "An  act   making  appropriations  for  the 
support   of   the  Military   Establishment    of   the 
United  Slates   for  the  year  1817;"  and   "An  act 
making  additional  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Army  and  Miliiia  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  ;"  and  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 


titled "An  act  making  further  provision  for  re- 
pairing the  public  buildings  and  improving  the 
public  square."  The  bills  from  the  Senate  above 
mentioned  were  also  reported  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  three  first-mentioned 
bills  were  read,  and  severally  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '-An  act 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
compensating  Peter  Hagner,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  pas.sed. 

Mr.  T.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congress,  at  the  next 
session,  the  progrpRS  made  in  the  United  States  rd^ 
from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio  river;  the  contracts 
which  have  been  entered  into  ;  the  terms  of  such  con- 
tracts respectively,  and  performance  on  the  part  of 
such  contractors  respectively,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as 
the  case  may  be.  Also,  an  explicit  description  of  the 
surveys  made  thereon,  and  such  as  have  been  made 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  most  eligible  route 
from  Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Ohio  river; 
together  with  a  plan  for  e:»tablishing  toll-gales  and  for 
the  collection  of  tolls  thereon,  and  for  limiting  the 
tolls  to  a  certain  per  centum  upon  the  amount  of  cap- 
ital expended  upon  the  work,  after  deducting  repairs. 

The  question  was  taken,  "  Will  the  House  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution  ?"  and  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  /rom  ibis 
House,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads."  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  said  bill  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
aci  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial  government 
for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  from  this  House 
of  the  lollowing  titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  widow  and  children  of  Abraham 
Owen;  and  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of 
money  to  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  under  the  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
States  and  that  State;  with  amendments  to  each, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  araeudments  to  the  said  bills  v/ere  read 
and  severally  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force  an  act,  entitled  an  act  '  further  to 
provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
dud  tonnage,'  passed  the  3J  of  March,  1815,  and 
for    other    puri)ases ;"   amended    the   same,   and 
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4?fc^ered  it  totbe  read  a  third  time  to-day.     It  was 
ifeordingly  read  a  fhird  time,  and  passed. 
^The  Housj  toolc  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
tu»'  biJi  froniMhe  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
Xjj^ef  of  the  'leirs  of  Landon  Carter,  deceased;" 

S«J  the  samtt  being  amended,  was.  on  motion  of 
V,  TAYLOR^of  New  York,  laid  on  the  table. 
;«-;rhe  Housn  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
f^if  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
gfeJiief  of   thqj   widow    and    children    of   Arnold 
^f«nry  Dorhijian,  deceased." 
^Ir.  FoRsvrH  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
t^<*;  which  motion  was  rejected    by  (be  Hou^-e ; 
a.*yc!  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
l.'.lay.     It  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
^^pasjted. 

■^\t.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
>  .stations,  to  svhicb  was  committed  the  amenli- 
ueAts  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'|jA|  act  morij  effectually  to  preserve  ihe  neutral 
i|l£lions  of  ibe  United  States,"  reported  the  ' 
a^^ement  of  .hat  Committee  to  the  said  amend- 
1  seijis  :  When  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Blount 
l*tai  the  ««id  ?)ill  and  amendments  lie  on  the  ta- 
t4y4  which  m.'tion  was  rejected  bv  the  House. 
•"i%  motion  was  the.i  made  by  Mr.  Sharp  that 
il«4-a»d  bill  and  amendmentg  be  postponed  inde- 
fieHely;  and  U\e  que-tion  being  taken  thereon,  it 
y^:*  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  37.  nays 
6ti.  ^s  follows  J 

plxi—Menm.  Adgate,  Blount,  Brooks,  Cannon, 
C^n.of  Massacl.'usctti,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clarke  of 
-Nim  Carolina:,  Clendennm,  Comstock,  Fletcher, 
Wmmond.  Harrison,  Henderson,  Ingham.  Johnson  of 
vyginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
K^bflum,  Liulr,  Lyon,  William  Maclav,  Mason, 
^4&I-  -Nelson,  Parns,  Piper,  Reynolds,  Root,  Schenck, 
oftHrp.TauI,  W  idlace,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wiikin, 
Tt^aas  Wilson,  and  Wiiliam  Wilson. 

|N,irs— .Mesais.  Adams,  Archer,  Atherton,  Baker, 
BjJlUiur,  Bassett,  Bennett.  Belts,  Bradbury,  Breck- 
ei  ..cge,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Creigh- 
U^,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Findley, 
r^iiylh,  Gaston;  Goodwyn.  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Her- 
b<*c^Hopkin8on:  Hugcr,  Hungerford,  Irving  of  New 
Y»rt,  Jackson,  ..ewett,  King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lji^V.t,  Lownde^,  .Marsh,  McCoy,  Moseley,  Jeremiah 
^"(6rn,  NewtoiJj  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Peter,  Pickering, 
Pi^^.i,  Pleasant|i,  Reed,  Roane,  Rugglea,  Smith  of 
Ml^.^•land,  fc^tear-is,  Stning,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Taylor 
of  jii'^w  York,  'ipUair,  Vose,  Ward  of  MassacbusetU, 
W^rd  of  New  J,pr»ey,  Webster,  Wilcox,  Wdde,  Wil- 
liariifc.  Yancey,  avid  Yates.  | 
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■iiiie  araendipents  were  then  concurred  in  by 
thi  ;^Iouse. 

5'iie  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
M|.  Forsyth,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
ofL»je  table: 

jif^o/reJ,  Thkt  the  Clerk  of  this  House  inform 
th^fttnate  that  ihe  ^cers  of  this  House  are  directed 
to  »^pare  the  Caamber  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
ti\^  in  conformity  to  such  directions  as  may  be  given 
ty  *>e  Senate  oj  the  United  States,  for  administering 
th  J  0)ilh  of  offic«}  to  the  President  of  the  Umtcd  States 
el^i.'on  Tuesday  next,  at  13  o'clock. 

«^*motioa  was  made   by  Mr.  H.  .\elso.n  to 


discbarge  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
I  Irom  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  extend 
ing  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land' 
warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surreys  thereon 
I  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and  for  giving  further 
1  time  to  complete  the  surveys,  and  to  obtain 
,  patents  for  land  located  under  Virginia  resolution 
I  warrants. 

I      And  the  question    being  taken  thereon   it  was 

I  determined  in  the  negative. 

;  Mr.  Nelson  then  moved  that  the  House  eo 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill- 
which  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House  ' 

Mr.  Nelson  then  moved  that  the  said  Com- 
nriittee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged,  and 
that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely, 

A  division  of  the  question  on  this  motion  was 
called  for,  and  being  taken  on  discharging  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  pas.sed  in  the 
amrmaiive. 

Mr.  Nelson  then  withdrew  that  part  of  his 
motion  lor  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  said 
bill;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending 
the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  war- 
rants and  for  returning  the  surveys  thereon  to 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  for  givin-'  further 
time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  obtain  patents 
for  land  located  under  Virginia  resolution  war- 
rants     was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which 
IS  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
An  actio  provide  for  the  purchase  and  disiri- 
bulion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States"  were 
discharged  from  a  further  consideration  thereof. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  "Shall  this  bill  be 
read  a  third  time?  '  and  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive.    And  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolution- 
ary Claims  were  discharged  from  a  further  con- 
sideration of  the  several  jietitions  and  other  mat- 
ters relerred  to  them  at  the  pre.sent  session,  and 
upon  which  they  have  not  reported  to  the  House. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Root:  ' 

f  evolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  lay  before  ihe  House  of  RoprcsenUtives,  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  ex- 
penditure, of  the  contingent  fund  for  foreign  inter- 
course, and  for  intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers 
tor  the  last  four  years. 


postponed 


The  said  resolution  was  read,  and 
indefinitely. 

A  mes.sage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Holmes  and  Benjamin  Hough;"  and  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Cazlard;  with  amendments. 
Ihey  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
lor  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
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ander  Holmes  and   Benjamin  Hough  ,"  and  to  i 
the  bill,  entitled  -An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Cazlard,"  were  read,  and  severally  concurred  in 
by  the  House.  i 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs,"  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  appointed  on   so  much  of  the  , 
President's  Message,  at    the    commencement   of 
ihe  session,  as  relates  to  the  uniformity  of  weights 
and   measures,  were  discharged   from  a   further 
consideration  of  that  subject.  j 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hugh  NELtiON,  ! 

Resolved.  That  there  be   paid   out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  this  House,  to  John  Oswald  Dunn, 
Elexiius  Spalding.  George  N.  Thomas.  William 
Pancoast,   Samuel    Stewart,   William   Lenraan,  ; 
James    Barron,    and    George   Cooper,   the   extra 
sum  of  one   hundred  dollars,  each,  as  a  gratuity  , 
for  their  uniform  good  conduct  in  the  service  of. 
this  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  extra  sum  of  two  hundred  j 
dollars  be  paid  to  James  Claxton.  out  of  the  con-  , 
tingent  fund  of  this   House,  for   his  faithful  ser- 
vices in  the  post  office  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  jointly  with  I 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed 
recess  of  Congress.  And  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr. 
Hopkinson,  were  appoinled  of  the  committee  on  ; 
the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  joint  committee  afore- 
said, reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  on 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  perform- 
ed the  duty  delegated  by  the  resolution,  and  . 
were  informed  by  the  President  that  he  had  no 
further  communication  to  make  to  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  com- 
pleted the  business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to 
adjourn,  and  that  the  Clerk  go  with  the  said 
message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said 
message;  and,  having  returned,  a  message  was 
received  from  the  Senate  informing  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  legislative 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to  adjcurn. 
An  adjournment  being  moved  and  seconded — 

Mr.  Speaker  Clay   arose  and  addressed   the 
House  as  follows: 


Gkhtlxmkh  :  Before  I  perform  the  last  duty  of  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  House,  I  will  avail  myself 
of  the  occasion  to  make  my  respectful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  flattering  expression  of  favorable  opinioa 
which  has  been  recently  made,  and  which  was  ren- 
dered more  interesting  by  the  quarter  from  which  it 
proceeded.  Next  to  the  approbation  of  one's  own 
conscience,  and  one's  country,  that  of  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people  must  ever  be  most  ac- 
ceptable. But  I  feel,  that  in  the  instance  of  that  just 
bestowed  on  me,  I  am  more  indebted  to  the  kindness 
than  to  the  justice  of  the  House.  For  I  am  quite  sen- 
sible, that  in  the  course  of  my  administration  of  the 
duties  of  the  Chair,  called  upon,  as  I  frequently  was, 
promptly  to  decide  complicated  and  embarrassing  ques- 
tions, as  they  suddenly  arose,  I  must  have  committed 
many  errors.  And  if  I  have  been  able,  in  any  degree, 
to  satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  the  House,  it  is 
owing  to  that  liberal  support  which  has  been,  on  all 
sides,  generously  accorded  me. 

In  legislation  there  are  three  periods  of  extraor- 
dinary difficulty,  and  requiring  great  fortitude.  The 
first  is  that  which  immediately  precedes  a  war,  and  in 
which  preparation  is  made  for  the  event.  The  sec- 
ond, that  which  accorapanies  the  war  :  and  the  third 
that  which  immediately  follows  the  war.  During  the 
two  first,  however,  there  were  animating  circumstances 
always  existing,  which  invigorated  the  legislative  func- 
tion. During  the  last,  the  stimulus  is  gone,  and  being 
replaced  by  relaxation,  the  legislator  needs  more  for- 
titude. He  has  to  survey  the  whole  fabric  of  the 
State  ;  to  accommodate  it  to  the  new  circumstances 
in  which  it  placed  ;  to  provide  a  revenue  for  redeem- 
ing the  debt  of  the  war  ;  to  retrench,  and,  by  the  re- 
duction of  the  establishments,  to  dismiss  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country  many  of  those  who  have  nobly  con- 
tributed to  sustain  its  glory. 

It  has  been  your  lot,  gentleman,  to  be  cast  in  the 
last  of  the  three  periods  mentioned.     And  I  take  great 
pleasure,  regardless  of  the  motives  which  may  be  as- 
cribed to  me,  in  testifying  to  the  patience,  the  diligence, 
and  the  zeal  which  you  have  manifested  in  the  pubUc 
service.     I  am  greatly  deceived  if,  as  the  result  of  your 
lalwrs,  at  no   distant  day,  there  will   not  be  acknowl- 
edged to  have  been  laid   by  you,  the  deepest   founda- 
tions of  the  national  prosperity.     That  you  may  long 
continue  to  live  to  witness  and  to  participate  in  that 
prosperity  ;  and   that  you  may   experience,  on  your 
'  return    to    your  respective  homes,  every   blessing  of 
[  which  our  nature  is  susceptible,  is   the  ardent  wish  of 
'  one,  who,  wherever  he   may  be,  wdl  never  cease  to 
cherish  of  all  of  you,  the  most  agreeable  and  alfection- 
'  ate  recollections. 

It  remains  for  me  only  to  announce,  that  this  House 
stands  adjourned  sine  die. 
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APPENDIX 

TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[SECOND  SESSION.] 

COMPRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRESS, AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


SWEDEN  AND  NORWAY. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Senate,  December  13,  1816.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  . 

A  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway 
having  been  concluded  and  signed  on  the  4ih  of 
September  last  by  iheir  Plenipotentiaries,  I  lay 
the  same  before  the  Senate  for  their  considera- 
tion and  advice  as  to  a  ratification. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washington,  Dec.  13,  1816. 


In  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  and  Indivisible  Trinity  : 

The  United  Stales  of  America  and  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  Sweden  and   Norway,  equally  ani- 
mated with  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  and  con- 
firm  the  relations  of  friendship  and   commerce 
which  have  hitherto  subsisted  between  the  two 
Stales,  and  bein^  convinced  that  this  object  can- 
not   be   more   enectually  accomplished   than    by 
establishing,  reciprocally,  commerce  between  the 
two  States  upon  the  firm  basis  ofliberal  and  equit- 
able principles. equally  advantageous  to  both  coun- 
tries, have  named  to  this  end  Plenipotentiaries, 
and  have  furnished  them  with  the  necessary  full 
powers  tu  treat,  and.  in  their  name,  to  conclude  a 
treaty,  to  wit :  The  President  of  the  United  Slates 
Jonathan    Russell,    a    citizen    of    the    said    Uni- 
ted States,  and  now   their  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  Court  of  Stockholm  ;  and   His  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway  His  Ex- 
cellency   the    Count   Laurent    d'Engesirom,    his 
Minister  of  Stale  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Chancellor 
of  the  University  of  Lund,  knight  commander  of 
the   orders  of  the   King,  knight  of  the   orders  of 
Charles   XIII..  grand    cross  of  the  orders  of  St. 
Eiienne  ol  Hungary,  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  of 
France,  of  the  Black  Eagle  and  of  ihe  Red  Eagle 
of  Prussia  ;  and  the  Count  Adolphe  George  de 
Morner,  his  Counsellor  of  Slate,  and  commander 
of  ihe  order  of  the  Polar  Star ;  and  the  said  Pieni- 
potentianes,afier  having  produced  and  exchanged 


their  full  powers,  found  in  good  and  due  form, 
have  agreed  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  between  all  the  ter- 
ritories under  the  dominion  of  the  United  States 
of  America  and  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Sweden  and  Norway  a  reciprocal  liberty  of  com- 
merce. The  inhabitants  of  either  of  the  two 
countries  shall  have  liberty,  with  all  security  for 
their  persons,  vessels,  and  cargoes,  to  come  freely 
to  all  ports,  places,  and  rivers  within  the  terri- 
tories of  the  other,  into  which  the  vessels  of  the 
most  favored  nations  are  permitted  to  enier.  They 
can  there  remain  and  reside  in  any  part  whatso- 
ever of  the  said  territories;  they  can  there  hire 
and  occupy  houses  and  warehouses  for  their  com- 
merce ;  and,  generally,  the  merchants  and  traders 
of  each  of  the  two  nations  shall  enjoy  in  the  other 
the  most  complete  security  and  protection  for  the 
transaction  of  their  business,  being  bound  alone 
to  conform  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  two 
countries,  respectively. 

Art.  2.  No  other  or  higher  duties,  imposts,  or 
charges  whatsoever  shall  be  imposed  on  the  impor- 
tation into  the  territories  of  His  Majesty  the  King 
of  Sweden  and  Norway  of  the  produce  or  manu- 
factures of  the  United  States,  nor  on  the  impor- 
tation into  the  United  States  of  the  produce  or 
manufactures  of  territories  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  than  those  to 
which  the  same  articles  would  be  subjected  in 
each  of  the  two  countries,  respectively,  if  these 
articles  were  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  any  c/ther  country.  The  same  principle 
shall  likewise  be  observed  in  respect  to  exporta- 
tion in  such  manner,  that  in  each  of  the  two 
countries,  respectively,  the  articles  which  shall 
be  exported  for  the  other  cannot  be  charged  with 
any  duty,  impost,  or  charge  whatsoever,  higher 
or  oiher  than  those  to  which  the  same  articles 
would  be  subjected  if  they  were  exported  to  any 
other  country  whatever. 

Nor  shall  any  prohibition  be  imposed  on  the 
exportation  or  importation  of  any  article  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  ihe  territories 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway, 
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i^^jhe  Unitec*  States,  to  or  from  the  said  terri-  [  Norwegian  vessels ;  and   there  shall  not  then  be 
.  '.jofHis  Mijesiy  the  King  of  T       '  '         •  •  ^       •  •  ■  -       ■ 


n  fl^Sast,  or  inportinff  into  the  territories  under  I  sel  belongj:,  and  partly  ol  any  other  merchandise, 
tie^jj^miDion  ot'His  iViajesty  the  King  of  Sweden  which  the  said  vessel  is  permitted  to  import  by 
ni," '  urway  the  produce  or  ''  -   .      i    .  •  .       . 


or 

toi.^«*of  His  Mijesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and  '  paid  for  the  said  vessels,  or  for  the  cargoes,  any 
No||jftby.  or  to  rr  from  the  said  United  States,  higher  or  other  dutie!«.  imposts,  or  charges  what- 
wlyti  shall  not  equally  extend  to  all  other  nations.  I  soever,  than  those  which  would  be  paid  by  ves- 

i^'dish  or  lYorwegian  vessels  arriving  in  bal-  sels  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  circumstan- 
ias'\|-  :mportin:.j  into  the  United  States  the  pro-  '  ces,  with  an  addition  only  often  per  centum  on 
iluc'  Ir  manufa'  lures  of  their  country,  or  export-  [  the  said  duties,  imposts,  and  charges,  and  no  more. 
^^;t£tf  ">  ^^^  Urvited  States  the  produce  or  mana-  In  order  to  aroid  all  uncerlaioty  lo  respect  to 
factil^^s  of  said;  States,  shall  not  be  obliged  to  I  the  duties,  imposts,  or  charges  whatsoever  which 
pay,-i'*ilher  for  ihe  vessels  or  cargoes,  any  other  j  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
tT  &^her  dutie!?.  impobts,  or  charges  whatsoever,  one  of  the  contracting  parties  ought  to  pay,  on 
ihaj  rhose  which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  ;  arriving  in  the  ports  of  the  other  with  a  cargo 
*''-*4J'?  I^^y  '"  ''i-  'ame  circumstances;  and.  vice  consisting  partly  of  articles  the  growth,  produce 
»^J"|t^ihe  vessejs  of  the  United  States  arriving  |  or  manutacture  of  the  country  to  which  the  ves- 
in 

th  _^ 

ani?  '  urway  the  produce  or  manufactures  of  the  :  the  preceding  articles,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case  a 
Un^<  J  States,  Jr  exporting  from  the  territories  cargo  should  be  thus  mixed,  the  vessel  shall  al- 
un  f^  the  domijiion  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  {  ways  pay  duties,  imposts,  and  charges,  according 
■  ""^  f"  ^"'^  Norway  the  produce  or  manufac-  to  the  nature  of  that  part  of  the  cargo  which  is 
Wr«.^f  these  ttjrritories,  shall  not  pay,  either  for  j  subjected  to  the  highest  duties,  in  the  same  man- 
the»,M  essels  or  itbe  cargoes,  any  other  or  higher  ^  ner  as  if  the  vessel  imported  this  iort  of  merchaa- 
dui^  \  imposts,  yr  charges  whatsoever,  than  those  i  dise  only. 

wh^  would  b4>- paid  if  these  articles  were  trans- j  Art.  5.  The  high  contracting  parties  grant 
J>or£it  by  Swedish  or  Norwegian  vessels,  respect-  mutually  the  liberty  of  having,  in  the  places  of 
ivt JiJ  '  I  commerce  and  ports  of  the  other,  consuls,  vice- 

l^lt  which  1.--.  here  above  stipulated  shall  also  consuls,  or  commercial  agents,  who  shall  enjoy 
exiAfifi  loihe  Swedish  colony  of  St.  Bartholomew,  ;  all  the  protection  and  as.sisiance  necessary  for  the 
as  *^1  in  what,  relate*  to  the  rights  and  ad  van-  ]  due  discharge  of  their  functions.  But  it  is  here 
tag!' >which  ihtvvessels  of  the  United  States  shall  \  expressly  declared  that,  in  case  of  illegal  or  im- 
en.Xv;in  its  por^s,  as  iu  relation  to  those  which  '  proper  conduct  in  respect  to  the  laws  or  govern- 
'*"T4issels  ol"  i%e  colony  sh^ll  enjoy  in  the  ports  j  ment  of  the  country  to  which  they  are  sent,  the 
*i^  United  oiates;  provided  the  owners  are  said  consul,  vice-consul,  or  agent,  may  be  either 
I'tani.s  of  5|ft.  Bartholomew,  are  there  estab-  punished  according  to  law,  dismissed,  or  sent 
lisiSiand  natufilized. and  shall  have  therecaused  |  away  by  the  offended  Government,  that  Govern- 
thiC  Vessels  to ^  naturalized.  |  nient  assigning  to  the  other  the  reasons  therefor. 


N 

du 

ar 

we 

dir 


ay  agrees^hat  all  articles  the  growth,  pro-    and  documents  relative  to  the  aflairs  of  the  Con- 
or manufacture  of  the  West  Indies,  which  !  sulate   shall   be  protected  from  all  examination, 


T.  3.  Hii  xlajestv  the  King  of  Sweden  and  j  It  is.  nevertheless,  understood  that  the  archives 
ay  agrees ;;hat  all 
i(^ or  manufacture 

eXirmilted  to  be  imported  in  Swedish  or  Nor-  and  shall  be  carefully  preserved,  being  placed 
e^fQ  vf  ssels.  whether  these  articles  be  imported  ,  under  the  seal  of  the  consul  and  of  the  authority 
r^  ijy  or  mdi**cily  from  the  said  Indies,  may  \  of  the  place  where  he  shall  have  resided. 
Ilk.  vjse  be  imported  into  its  territories  in  ves.sels  i  The  consuls  or  their  deputies  shall  have  the 
of  ili^  United  States  ;  and  there  shall  not  be  paid,  i  right,  as  such,  to  act  as  judges  and  arbitrators  in 
eit^  for  said  vessels  or  the  cargoes,  any  higher  j  the  differences  which  may  arise  between  the 
or  'i^iier  duties,  imposts,  or  charges  whatsoever  ^  captains  and  crews  of  the  vessels  of  the  nation 
lhi^|)  jhose  whith  would  be  paid  by  Swedish  or  whose  affairs  are  intrusted  to  their  care.  The 
"  -        1  .  respective   Governments  shall  have  no  right  to 

interfere  in  matters  of  this  kind,  except  the  con- 
duct of  the  captain  and  crew  shall  disturb  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country  in  which 
the  vessel  may  be.  or  that  the  consul  of  the  place 
shall  feel  himself  obliged  to  resort  to  the  interpo- 
sition and  support  of  the  executive  authority  to 
causehis  decision  to  be  respected  and  maintained; 
-v..  it  being,  nevertheless,  understood  that  this  kind 

traJ,4inction  lo  that  other  portion  of  the  earth  of  judgment  or  award  shall  not  deprive  the  coa- 
deij^^inated  ih- East  Indies.  ,  tending  parties  of  the  right  which  they  shall  have. 

4^(j.  4.  The  United  Stales  of  America,  on  their    on  their  return,  to  recur  to  the  judicial  authorities 
paj^pgree  ihat',all  articles  the  growth,  produce,    of  their  own  country. 

*»r  i>;iiQuracture  of  the  countries  surrounding  the  '  Art.  6.  In  order  to  prevent  all  dispute  and  un- 
Bajti^  ^t-a,  or  Urderiug  thereon,  which  are  per-  certainty  in  respect  to  what  may  be  considered 
mi«<i *1  to  be  rjiporied  in  vessels  of  the  United  as  being  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture 
Sl.^«i.,whether.lhese  articles  be  imported  directly  |  of  the  contracting  parties,  respectively,  it  isagreed, 
or^jOiJirectly  fr>)m  the  Baltic,  may  likewise  be  t  that  whatever  the  chief  or  intendant  of  the  cus- 
imj'.^ied  into  tjie  United   Stales  lu  Swedish  or  |  tomsshallhavedesignated  and  specihed  as  such,  in 


^^^X^l^g'*"  ve>»cls  in  the  same  circumstances 
wi^'^n  addition  only  of  ten  per  centum  on  the 
sai^.^iies,  imposts,  and  charges,  and  no  more. 

5ti- j)rder  to  avoid  misapprehension  in  this  re- 
sp«^<;it  is  exprt^sly  declared  that  the  term  '-"West 
Inilitij''  ought  iJj  be  taken  in  its  most  extensive 
sen£^  compnsi'ig  all  that  portion  of  the  earth, 
wbr^er  mam  Und  or  islands,  which  at  any  time 
li*'i.!r<?^u  denoaiinated  the  West  Indies,  in  con- 
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the  clearance  delivered  to  the  vessel';  which  de-  ]  to  enter,  and  there  dispose  of  the  same  ;  or  the 
part  from  the  European  port*  of  His  Majesty  the  I  said  vessel  may  depart  therewith  to  the  ports  of 
king  of  Sweden  and  Norway.  Miall  beacknowl-  j  any  other  country.  It  is,  however,  understood, 
edged  and  admitted  as  such  in  the  United  States;  that  the  duties,  impost.-?,  or  charges,  which  are 
and  that,  in  the  same  manner,  whatever  the  chief  '  payable  on  the  vessel  itself,  ought  to  be  paid  at 
or  collector  of  the  customs  in  the  ports  of  the  1  the  first  port  where  it  breaks  bulk  and  discharges 
United  States  shall  have  designated  and  specified  |  a  part  of  the  cargo,  and  that  no  such  duties  or 


as  the  growth,  produce,  or  manutacture  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  acknowledged  and  admit- 
ted as  such  in  the  territories  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Sweden  and  Norway. 

The  specification  or  designation  given  by  the 
chief  of  the  customs  in  the  colonies  of  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  and  confirmed 
by  the  governor  of  the  colony,  shall  be  considered 
as  sufficient  proof  of  the  origin  of  thearticles  thus 
specified  or  designated,  to  obtain  for  them  admis- 
sion into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  accord- 
ingly. 

Art.  7.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties,  arriving  with  their  vessels  on 
any  coast  belonging  to  the  other,  but  not  willing 
to  enter  into  port,  or,  being  entered  into  port,  and 
not  willing  to  unload  or  break  bulk,  shall  have 
liberty  to  depart,  and  lo  pursue  their  voyage 
wiihuul  molei>raiion,  and  without  being  obliged 
to  render  account  of  their  cargo,  or  (o  pay  any 
duties,  imposts,  or  ctiarges  whatsoever  on  the  ves- 
sels or  cargo,  excepting  only  the  dues  of  pilotage, 
(when  a  pilot  shall  have  been  employed,)  or  those 
of  quayage,  or  light  money,  whenever  those  dues 
are  paid  m  the  same  circumstances  by  the  citi- 
zens or  subjects  of  the  country.  It  being,  never- 
theless, understood,  that  whenever  the  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall  be  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  other,  ihey  shall  conform  to  the  laws  and 
regulations  concerning  navigation,  and  the  places 
and  ports  into  which  they  may  be  permitted  to 
enter,  which  are  in  force  with  regard  to  the  citi- 
zens or  subjects  of  the  country;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  customs,  in  the  dis- 
trict where  the  said  vessels  may  be,  to  visit  them. 


impositions  shall  be  again  demanded  in  the  ports 
of  the  same  country  where  the  said  vessel  may 
thereafter  enter,  except  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  be  subjected  to  further  duties  in  the  same 
circumstances. 

Art.  9.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall  enjoy  in  the  ports  of  the 
other,  as  well  for  their  vessels  as  for  their  mer- 
chandise, all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  entrepot 
which  are  enjoyed  by  the  most  favored  nations 
in  the  same  ports. 

Art.    10.    In    case    any    vessel    belonging   to 
either  of  the  two   States,  or  to  their  citizens  or 
subjects,  shall  be  stranded,  shipwrecked,  or  have 
suffered  any  other  damage  on  the  coasts  under  the 
dominion  of  either  of  the  parties,  all  aid  and  as- 
sistance shall  be  given toithe  personsshipwrecked, 
or  who  may  be  in  danger  thereof,  and  passports 
shall   be    granted    them   to  return  to  their  own 
country.     The  ships  and  merchandise  wrecked, 
or  the  proceeds  thereof,  if  the  effects  be  sold,  being 
claimed   in  a  year  and  a  day   by  the  owners  or 
j  their  attorney^  shall  be  restored,  on  paying  the 
same  costs  of  salvage,  conformably  to  the  laws 
'  and  usages  of  the  two  nations,  which  the  citizens 
I  or  subjects  of  the  country  would  pay  in  the  same 
I  circumstances.       The    respective    Governments 
I  shall  watch  over  the  companies  which  are  or  may 
be  instituted  for  saving  shipwrecked  persons  and 
i  property,  that  vexations  and  abuses  may  not  lake 
:  place. 

Art.  11.  It  is  agreed   that  vessels  arriving  di- 
rect from  the  United  States  at  a  port  under  the 
!  dominion  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and 
Norway,  or  from  the  ports  of  his  said  Majesty  in 
Europe  at  a  port  of  the  United  States,  furnished 


to  remain  on  board,  and  lo  take  such  precautions  |  with  a  certificate  of  health  from  the  competent 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  all  illicit  com-  health  officer  of  the  port  whence  they  took  their 
merce  while  such  vessels  remain  within  the  said  departure,  certifying  that  no  malignant  or  conta- 
jurisdiction.  gious  disease   existed  at  that  port,  shall  not  be 

Art.  8.  It  is  also  agreed,  that  the  vessels  of  one  subjected  lo  any  other  quarantine  than  such  as 
of  the  contracting  parlies,  entering  the  ports  of  j  shall  be  necessary  for  the  visit  of  the  health  oflScer 
the  other,  shall  be  permitted  lo  discharge  a  part  '  of  the  port  at  which  they  may  have  arrived  ;  but 
only  of  their  cargoes,  whenever  the  captain  or  '  shall,  after  such  visit,  be  permitted  immediatelv 
owner  shall  desire  so  to  do,  and  they  shall  be  al-  !  lo  enter  and  discharge  their  cargoes:  Provided, 
lowed  to  depart  freely  with  the  remainder,  with-  '  alvays.  That  there  may  not  be  found  any  person 
out  paying  any  duties,  imposts,  or  charges  what-  '  onboard  who  has  been, during  ihe  voyage,  afflicted 


soever,  except  on  that  part  which  shall  have  been 
landed,  and  which  shall  be  marked  and  noted  on 
the  list  or  manifest  containing  the  enumeration 
of  themerchandise  which  the  vessel  ought  to  have 
on  board,  and  which  list  ought  always  to  be  pre- 
sented, without  reservation,  to  the  officers  of  the 
customs  at  the  place  where  the  vessel  shall  have 
arrived  ;  and  nothing  shall  be  paid  on  the  part  of 
the  cargo  which  the  vessels  take  away  ;  and  the 
said  vessel  may  proceed  therewith  to  any  other 
port  or  ports   in  the  same  country,  into  which 


with  a  malignant  or  contagious  disease,  and  that 
the  country  from  which  the  vessel  comes  may  not 
be  so  generally  regarded  at  the  lime  as  i,nfected 
or  suspected  that  ii  has  been  previously  necessary 
lo  issue  a  regulation  by  which  all  vessels  coming 
from  that  country  are  regarded  as  suspected,  and 
subjected  to  quarantine. 

Art.  12.  The  Treatv  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
concluded  at  Paris,  in'  1783,  by  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  United  States  and  of  His  Majesty 
ihe  Kin<^  of  Sweden,  is  renewed  and  put  in  force 


vessels  of  the  most  favored  nations  are  permitted  I  by  the  present  treaty,  in  respect  to  all  whicti  is 
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=»v^ ^ 

ccii'iined  in  tne  second,  6ftb,  sixth,  seventh, 
eii'hth,  ninih,  ttnih,  eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth, 
fouweenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  eigh- 
iteccfjh,  nineteenth,  twenty-first,  twenty  second, 
twtCjty-third,  apd  twenty-fil'th  ariicles  of  the  said 
tf^jflV.  as  well  jas  the  separate  articles  one,  two, 
foti-'and  five,  which  were  signed  the  same  day 
ib'-t^e  same  Plenipotentiaries;  and  the  articles 
spt-j'^ed  shall  ^e  considered  to  have  as  full  force 
in,l  ^'2Jr  as  if  w*hev  were  inserted  word  for  word  : 
Pnt^ided.  nevertheless,  That  the  stipulations  coa- 
tfti^ed  in  the  ajrticles  ahove  mentioned  shall  al- 
w^^^  be  consitijered  as  making  no  change  in  the 
co^i^t'ntions  pfeviously  concluded  with  other 
frr<*|4lly  and  al^ed  nations. 

;^i|t.  13.  Co'osidenng  the  distance  of  the  re- 
spf4t>vc  countiies  of  the  two  high  contracting 
p&'^ji^s,  and  the  uncertainty  that  results  therefrom 
in-.(\iation  to  tbe  various  events  which  may  take 
vliii,  it  IS  agreed  that  a  merchant  vessel  helong- 
in^^fio  one  of  th«  contracting  parties,  and  destined 
to. 7*  port  supposed  to  be  blockaded  at  the  time  of 
ht^r^eparture,  -jhall  not,  however,  be  captured  or 
cw^^raoed  for. having  a  first  time  attempted  to 
entfi  the  said  i;ort,  unless  it  may  be  proved  that 
i>aid  vessel'could  and  ou^ht  to  have  learned, 
?r  passag(^,  that  the  place  in  question  con- 
}d  to  be  ii\  a  sia(e  of  blockade  ;  but  vessels 
jjh, after  haying  been  once  turned  away, shall 
»,ipi  a  second  tim^,  during  the  same  voyage. 
Liter  the  sajne  port  of  the  enemy,  while  the 
•blcTAr:ade  continues,  iihall  be  liable  tu  detention 
•  n^condemnaNion. 

35KT.  14.  The  present  treaty,  when   the  same 
>  have  beeji  raiified    by  the  President  of  the 
•UrCtj^d  Siates.by  and  witli  the  advice  and  coa- 
seehi)f  the  SenMe,  and  by  His  Maje>ty  the  King 
ofkfiveden  and   Norway,  shall  continue  in  force, 
antl^be  obligatory  on  the  United  States  and  His 
Mj|«siy  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  for 
thlniirm  of  eight  years  from  the  exchange  of  the 
ra((,|  i:atiuns;  and    the  ratifications    shall    be  ex- 
«l*iiged  in  eight  months  from  the  signature    of 
thX^treaty,  or  saoner  if  possible. 
In^i'aith  whereuj",  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries 
tnye  signed  the  present  treaty,  and  have  there- 
Lt>io  set  the  >^l  of  their  arms.     Done  at  Stock- 
holm, the  fourth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
Z.''  Grace  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 


J0^^\.  RUSSELL, 
LE  COMTE  D'ENGESTRO.M, 
LE  COMTE  A.  G.DE  MORNER. 
i 


acts  on  the  high  seas,  by  armed  vessels  equipped 
withio  the  waters  of  the  United  States. 

With  a  view  to  maintain  more  effectually  the 
respect  due  to  the  laws,  to  the  character,  and  to 
the  neutral  and  pacific  relations  of  the  United 
States.  I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Coa- 
gress  the  expediency  of  such  further  legislruive 
provisions  as  may  be  requisite  for  detaining  ves- 
sels actually  equipped,  ur  in  a  course  of  equip- 
ment, with  a  warlike  force,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States;  or,  as  the  case  may  be, 
for  obtaining  from  the  owners  or  commanders  of 
such  vessels  adequate  securities  against  the  abuse 
of  their  armaments,  with  the  exceptions  in  such 
provisions  proper  for  the  cases  of  merchant  ves- 
sels furnished  with  the  defensive  armaments  usual 
on  distant  and  dangerous  expeditions,  and  of  a 
private  commerce  in  military  stores  permitted  by 
our  laws,  and  which  the  law  of  nations  does  not 
require  the  United  Slates  to  prohibit. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

December  26,  1816. 
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[i*^)mmunicale>|  to  Congress,  December  26,  1816.J 

Tcvyi^p  Senate  art4  House  of 

Repreteni'atives  uf  the  United  States  : 

Rfs  found  that  the  existing  laws  have  not  the 
ePVj^y  necessary  to  prevent  violations  of  the  ob- 
li^-^ns  of  the  United  States  as  a  nation  at  peace 
to(,h(ds  belligt'rent  parlies,  and  other  unlawful 


[The  following  document*,  relating  to  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  in  the  above  .Measage,  were  laid  before  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 

January  1,  1817. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  to  inquire  what  informaiion 
has  been  given  to  the  Department  of  Siaie  of 
violations,  or  intended  violations,  of  the  neutral 
obligations  of  the  United  Slates  to  foreign  Pow- 
ers, by  the  arming  and  equipment  of  ves'sels  of 
war  in  our  ports;  what  prosecutions  have  been 
commenced  under  the  existing  laws  to  prevent 
the  commission  of  such  offences;  what  persons 
prosecuted  have  been  discharged,  in  consequence 
of  the  defects  of  the  laws  now  in  force  ;  and  the 
particular  provisions  that  have  been  found  insuf- 
ficient, or  for  ihe  want  of  which  persons  deserv- 
ing punishment  have  escaped. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  FORSYTH, 
Chaimuin  Com.  Foreign  Relations. 

Hon.  James  Monroe. 


Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Department  of  State, 
January  6,  1817. 

Sir:  Having  communicated  to  you,  verbally, 
the  information  asked  lor  by  your  letter  of  the  ist 
iosiani,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  last  inquiry 
it  contains,  1  have  now  the  honor  to  state,  that 
the  provisions  necessary  to  make  the  laws  effec- 
tual against  btiing  cut  armed  vessels  in  our  ports, 
for  the  purpose  ol  hostile  cruising,  seem    to  be — 

1st.  That  they  should  be  laid  under  bond  not  to 
violate  the  treaties  of  the  United  Stales,  or  the 
obligations  of  the  United  Slates  under  the  law  of 
nations,  in  all  cases  where  there  is  reason  to  sus- 
pect such  a  purpose  on  loot,  including  the  cases 
uf  vessels  taking  on  board  arms  and  muniiioiis  of 
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war,  applicable  to  the  equipment  and  arraanaent 
of  such  vessels,  subsequent  to  their  departure. 

2d.  To  invest  the  collectors,  or  other  revenue 
officers  where  there  are  no  collectors,  with  power 
to  seize  and  detain  vessels  under  circumstances 
indicating  strong  presumption  of  an  intended 
breach  of  the  law:  the  detention  to  take  place 
antil  the  order  uf  the  Executive,  on  a  full  repre- 
sentation of  the  facts  had  thereupon,  can  be  ob- 
tained. The  statute  book  contains  analogous 
;)owers  to  this  above  suggested.  (See  pariicu- 
arly  the  elevenih  section  ol  the  act  of  Congress 
of  April  25.  1808.) 

The  existing  laws  do  not  go  to  this  extent. 
They  do  not  authorize  the  demand  of  security  in 
any  shape,  or  any  interposition  on  the  part  of  the 
magistracy  as  a  preventive,  where  there  is  rea- 
son to  suspect  an  intention  to  commit  the  offence. 
They  rest  upon  the  general  footing  of  punishing 
the  offence  merely  where,  if  there  be  full  evidence 
of  the  actual  perpetration  of  the  crime,  the  party 
is  handed  over,  after  the  trial,  to  the  penalty  de- 
nounced.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon  John  Forsyth, 

Chairman  Com.  Foreign  Relations. 


our  laws,  have,  in  various  modes,  augmented 
their  armaments,  with  pretended  commercial 
views;  have  taken  on  board  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  as  passengers,  who,  on  their  arrival  at 
neutral  ports,  have  assumed  the  character  of  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  some  of  the 
parties  in  the  contest  now  prevailing  in  our 
>ouihern  hemisphere. 

Information,  founded  upon  these  representa- 
tions, has  from  time  to  time  been  given  to  the 
attorneys  and  colledors  of  the  respective  districts 
in  which  the  armaments  are  stated  to  have  been 
made;  but.  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the 
necessary  evidence  to  establish  facts  on  which 
the  law  would  operate,  few  prosecutions  have 
been  instituted. 

In  reply  to  your  second  inquiry,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the 
case  of  the  "American  Eagle,"  and  to  the  papers 
enclosed  herewith.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <Scc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth. 

Chairman  Com.  Foreign  RekUions. 


Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Dbpartment  of  State, 

January  10,  1817. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  letter  which  I  wrote 
to  you  on  the  6ih.  in  reply  to  the  one  which  you 
wrote  to  me  on  the  1st  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state,  that  information  has  been  received  at 
this  Department,  from  various  sources,  that  ves- 
sel*  have  been  armed  and  equipped  in  our  ports 
for  the  purpose  of  cruising  against  the  commerce 
of  nations  m  amity  with  the  United  States,  and 
no  doubt  is  enteruined  that  this  information  was 
in  some  instances  correct.  The  owners  of  these 
vessels  have,  however,  generally  taken  care  so  to 
conceal  these  armaments  and  equipments,  and 
the  objects  of  them,  as  to  render  it  extremely 
difficult,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  prevent 
or  punish  this  infraction  of  the  law.  It  has  been 
represented — 

Isi.  That  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  foreigners,  have  been  armed 
and  equipped  in  our  ports,  and  have  cleared  out 
from  our  custom-houses,  as  merchant  vessels; 
and,  after  touching  at  oiher  ports,  have  hoisted 
the  flag  of  some  of  the  belligerents,  and  cruised 
under  it  against  the  comraerceof  nations  in  amity 
with  ihe  United  Slates. 

2dly.  That  in  other  instances,  other  vessels, 
armed  and  equipped  in  our  ports,  have  hoisted 
such  flags  after  clearing  out  and  getting  to  sea, 
and  have,  in  like  manner,  cruised  against  the 
commerce  of  nalioins  in  amity  with  the  United 
Slates,  extending  their  depredations,  m  a  lew 
cases,  to  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales. 

3<lly.  That  in  other  instances,  foreign  vessels 
have  entered  the  pons  of  the  United  States,  and. 
availing  themselves  of  the  privileges  allowed  by 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  John  Dick,  Esq.,  Attorney 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

March  1.1816. 

Attempts  to  violate  the  laws,  by  fining  out  and 
arming,  and   by  augmenting  ihe  force  of  vessels, 
have  no  doubt  been  frequent;  but  certainly  in  no 
instance  successful,  except  where  conducted  un- 
der circumstances  of  concealment   that   eluded 
discovery,  and  almost  suspicion  ;  or  where  carried 
on  at  some  remote  part  of  the  coast,  beyond  ihe 
reach    of  detection   or  discovery.     In   every  in- 
stance where   it  was    known   that    ihese   illegal 
acts  were  ..ttempting,  or  where  it  was  afterwards 
discovered   that   they   had   been   committed,   the 
persons  engaged,   as'  far   as   they    were    known, 
have  been  prosecuted,  while  ihe  vessels  fitted  out, 
or  attempted  to  be  fitted  out,  have  been  seized 
and   libelled   under  ihe  act  of  the  5th  of  June, 
1794;  and  when  captures  have  been  made  by  ves- 
sels ihus  fitted  out  and   armed,  or  in  which  their 
force  was  augmented   or   increased    within  our 
waters,  where  the   property  taken   was  brought 
within  our  jurisdiction,  or  even  found  upon  the 
high  seas  by  our  cruisers  and  brought  in,  it  has 
been  restored  lo  the  original  Spanish  owners,  and, 
in  some  instances,  damages  awarded  against  the 

captors.  .     .        J 

An  enumeration  of  the  cases  in  which  indi- 
viduals have  been  prosecuted  for  infringing,  or 
aitempiing  to  infringe,  our  neutrality,  in  aid  of 
the  Gover°nments  of  New  Spain,  aid  in  which 
vessels  have  been  seized  and  libelled,  under  the 
act  of  the  5th  of  June,  1794,  together  with  a  list 
of  the  vessels  and  property  restored  to  the  origi- 
nal Spanish  owners,  (confining  the  whole  to  the 
operations  of  the  year  commencing  March,  1815, 
and  ending  February,  1816,)  will  show  more 
conclusively,  perhaps,  than  anything  else  can, 
bow  totally    without   fuundatioo  are  the   com- 
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{''lAit!",  and  h-w  misplaced 

llj^/^Iioister  ol  Spaio  on  th 


are  the  assertioDs  of 
is  head. 


Remain  Very, 
Pierre  Lameson, 
Bernard  Bourden. 


Ti»  name*  of  Jie  individuals  prosecuted  in  the  dis- 
■"jj^ct  court  of -the  United  States  for  the  Louisiana 
^rt»trict,  during  the  year  1815,  for  violating,  or  at- 
^^'aipting  to  \iolate,  the  neutraHty  of  the  United 
'^'iiitcs,  in  aid  of  th*  Governments  of  the  United 
J»«ovince8  of  >|ew  Grenada,  and  of  the  United  Pro- 
i'j^'^ces  of  Mexico. 
|"!^Jo^e  Alvarry  Toledo, 
tvjulius  Cat-ar  Aniigoue, 
4  iiViDcent  Carabie, 
l^ohn  Rohidson, 

LtiQjf  vesaels   fjbelled  for   illegal   outfits  of  the  same 
fyi      Govermtients  during  the  same  period. 

\;ig  Flora  Americana,  restored, 
r^hooner  Pre-'^idente,  condemned, 
ii'hooner  P«-tit  Melao,  condemned, 
-rii^hooner  G»rneral  Bolivar,  discontinued. 
JStthooner  Eogeiieu.  alias  Indiana,  condemned. 
>iiihuoner  T^o  Brothers,  restored. 

Er^Jj^Jieration  of  .vesBeJa  and   property  brought  within 

^  £ji  Louisiana >Ji8trict,  captured  under  the  flags  and 

lulhority  cj  the  (iovernments  of  New  Grenada 

of  Mexioj,  hbelled  on  the  part  of  the  original 

fnish  ownr^rs  and  restored  upon  the  ground  that 
capturing  vessels  bad  been  fitted  out  and  armed, 
lad  their  l<irce  augmented,  within  the  waters  of 
\]a  United  Sl^^tes. 


IJSchooner'Cometa,  restored  April,  1SI5. 

^'Schoonet    Dorada,   proceeds   restored    IGlh 
.Mr,t  1815,  S3  (150. 

^,  Schooner  Amiable  Maria,  S3,S50. 

4^-  Schoonec  Expeiimento,  restored  3d  August. 

^  The  poiacre  bri;f  De  Regia  and  cargo,  pro- 
ctfiii  restored JSih  December,   1S15,  S19,209  50. 

*'i  Schooner!  Alerta  and  cargo,  being  the  pro- 
cecjj  !•  of  the  capture  o{  about  eighteen  small  v«s- 
s«(<»  restored  l^ih  December,  1S15,  $62,150  05. 
i  ^images  awarded  to  the  original  owners 
agajlist  the  Cii^tors  in  the  two  foregoing  cases. 
:$5:ri72  99. 

7.|Cargo  uf  »he  schooner  Petit  Melan,  restored 

31. 
Presidente.  1st  Feb- 

and  cargo,  restored 
.962  94. 

-  , ,^ It  of  Spanish  property  re- 

t^fi  J  It)  the  <«riginal  proprietors,  after  being  in 
thf  *os.se>sion  _^f  the  enemies  of  Spain,  is  defec- 
ti'-*)  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  comprehend  the 
w|u^e  of  the  cjses  of  restoration  that  have  taken 
pi«(^  within  (he  period  to  which  the  detail  is 
cujiMaed.  The  very  hasty  manner  in  which  I 
h>..^e»j  made  ihi;  coramunicatioa  did  not  admit  of 
a  ^j»4re  accurace  statement.  The  principal  cases, 
hiaitf  ver,  are  inaluded  la  it. 

i^iseveral  0!her  caf.es,  where  the  properly  was 
cl<t^ed  for  thti  original  Spanish  owners,  the 
cliivtos  were  dnmissed,  because  it  did  not  appear 
thi^V^Qy  violation  of  our  neutrality  had  taken 
Pii|!j?-  The  capturing  ves.sels  were  not  armed, 
°'5ir-:<vas  their  tjrce  augmented  within  our  juris- 
dt^itUD,  nor  bad  the  captures  been  tnade  withm 


Isj  jjebruary,  'S16,  S37/J 
'  ^ye  precedi'g  account 
star'j  to  the  ••riginal   or 


a  mariae  league  of  our  shore.  The  principles 
that  guided  the  decisions  of  the  court,  as  well  in 
restoring  the  property  captured,  where  our  neu- 
'ral  means  had  been  used,  as  in  declining  all  in- 
terference where  that  was  not  the  case,  manifest. 
1  think,  a  disposition  to.  and  an  exercise  of,  the 
most  rigid  neutrality  between  the  parties. 

If  the  whole  of  this  letter  is  not  an  act  of  su- 
pererogation, to  dwell  longer  upon  those  parts  of 
the  correspondence  of  the  Chevalier  De  Onis 
which  relate  to  Louisiana  would  at  least  be  so 
considered. 


J/r.  Glenn  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Baltimore.  Sept.  7.  181G. 
Sir:  Immediately    upon   the   receipt    of  your 
letters  of  the  16lh  of  August,  I  obtained  from  the 
collector  of  tins   port   an   affidavit,  slating  that 
Thomas  Taylor  had,  in  April  last,  sworn  that  he 
was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  such, 
had  cleared  out  the  schooner  Romp,  which  ves- 
sel the  collector  also  declared,  on   oath,   he  be- 
lieved to  have   cruised  against  the  vessels  of  the 
Kingof  Spain  since  that  time.     Upon  which  affi- 
davit, au  intelligent  justice  of  the  peace  of  this 
city,  well  disposed,   upon    the   score  of  political 
feeling,  to  do  as  much  as  justice  required  towards 
the  punishment  of  Taylor  for  his  conduct,  issued 
a  warrant,  by  virtue  of  which  Taylor  was  arrest- 
ed.    Upon    Its  return,  I  appeared  before  the  jus- 
tice, (whose  name  is  John  Dougherty,)  and  pre- 
sented all  the  documents  which  were  sent  to  me 
in  company  with    your  letter,   which  were  read 
and  received  as  evidence  by  him.     I  also  caused 
a  sailor,  who  had  served  on  board  the  Romp,  and 
who  was  at  that  time  in  hospital  at  this  place,  to 
be  summoned,  as  also  the  editor  of  the  "  Ameri- 
can" newspaper,    in    which    Taylor's  letter  had 
appeared,  bearing  date  at  "  Baltimore,  the  10th  of 
July,  1816;"  all  of  whom    were   examined,  on 
oath,  before  the  justice.    The  sailor  was  cautioned 
not  to  criminate  himself,   upon  which  he  refused 
to  answer  any  question.     Mr.  Murphy,  une  of  the 
editors  of  the  American,  declared,  on  oath,  that 
he  had  no  authority    whatever  from   Taylor  to 
publish   the  letter  which   bore  his  signature,  but 
that  be  had  taken   the  same,  of  his  own  accord, 
as  an  article  of  intelligence,  from  a  newspaper 
printed  lu  Charleston.     I  was  not.  you  will  per- 
ceive, in  the   slightest  degree  assisted  in  my  case 
by  the  examination   of  these  witnesses.     I,  how- 
ever, urged  before  the  justice  that  the  depositions 
laid  a  sufficient  ground  of  probable  cause  of  sus- 
picion against  Taylor,  when  connected  with  the 
affidavit  of  the  collector.     I  also  produced  some 
authority  jo  show  that  Taylor  ought  to  be  com- 
mitted.    Whereupon    the    justice    desired    until 
yesterday  morning  to  consider  upon  the  case,  and 
requested  that  the  marshal   might   be  present  at 
the  time  of  his  decision,  which  accordingly  took 
place.     The  justice  has,  notwithstanding  ail  these 
circumstances,  actually  discharged  Taylor,  upon 
the  ground,  as  he  states,    that   he  could  not  find 
there  was  any  probable  cause  to  believe  he  was 
concerned  with,  or  advised  Squire  Fisk,  to  com- 
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mit  the  acts  of  piracy  which  were  committed  by 
him  on  his  late  cruise,  and  as  Taylor  never  was 
on  board  the  Romp  from  the  time  she  left  Balti- 
more. Thus  ended  this  case,  as  far  as  I  htve 
gone. 

Judge  Houston  will  be  here  in  one  or  two  days 
to  hold  a  district  court.  Upon  his  arrival,  I  shall 
lay  all  the  proofs  before  him.  and  claim  from 
him  a  warrant,  which  I  presume  he  will  grant 
without  hesitation,  the  issue  of  which  shall  be 
communicated  to  you  without  delay. 

As  the  editors  of  the  American  and  Patriot  tell 
me  they  copied  the  letter  written  by  Taylor, 
bearing  date  the  10th  of  July.  1816,  from  the  Sa- 
vannah Republican  or  the  Charleston  Patriot, 
unless  I  can  procure  the  testimony  of  one  of  these 
editors  to  prove  that  Taylor  actually  gave  them 
that  letter  for  publication,  I  do  not  see  how  he  is 
to  be  implicated  criminally  with  Fisk.  If  Judge 
Houston  should  take  cognizance  of  the  case,  I 
will,  at  all  event-^,  be  glad  to  have  the  witnesses 
who  were  examined  in  Virginia  here  on  the  7th 
of  November  next,  to  give  evidence  before  the 
grand  jury  which  will  be  summoned  to  attend 
the  circuit  court. 

In  this  case,  there  are  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances tending  to  show  Taylor's  co-operation 
with,  and  assistance  to.  Fisk  ;  but  none,  I  fear, 
sufficiently  conclusive  to  convict  him.  unless  we 
can  prove  the  authenticity  of  his  letter  of  in- 
structions, which  can  only  be  done  by  procuring 
his  orders  to  publish  his  last  letter,  which  admits 
the  authenticity  of  the  first. 

I  enclose  to  you  four  letters  which  have  been 
lately  received  by  me  from  the  Spanish  Consul 
here,  as  al-o  ray  answer  to  them.  I  shall  be  happy 
to  hear  that  I  have,  in  all  these  affairs,  acted  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  meet  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honor,  dec.. 

ELIAS  GLENN. 

Hon.  James  Monroe, 

Secretary  of  State. 


tution  of  slaves,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
President  the  accompanying  papers,  marked  A, 
B,  C.  D.  and  E,  ascontaining  all  the  information 
in  this  department  supposed  to  be  called  for  by 
the  said  resolution. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


GREAT   BRITALV— DEPORTATION  OF 

SLAVES. 


A. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 
Adamtf  dated 

May  11,  1815. 
I  am  sorry  to   have  to  state   that  the  British 
naval  commanders  have  construed  the  stipulation 
in  the  treaty  not  to  carry  off  with  their  forces  the 
slaves  whom  they  had    taken   from  our  citizens 
differently   from  this  Government.     My   corres- 
pondence  with   Mr.   Baker,  of  which  a  copy  is 
enclosed,  will  show  the  ground  of  this  difference, 
which  appears  to  be  so  decidedly  in   favor  of  the 
United  Stales,  that  it  has  excited  surprise  that  it 
should   have  existed  ;  and   still  greater  that  the 
British  officers  should  have  acted  on  their  con- 
struction,   by    removing  the  slaves    in  question. 
Mr.  Baker  makes  a  distmction  between  the  slaves 
who  were  in  British  ships-of-war  m  our  waters, 
and  those  who   were  in  the   posts  held  by  their 
forces  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  treaty,  but  1  think  without  reason. 
It  seems  to  have  been    the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties, and  to  be  the  clear  import  of  the  article,  that 
they   should   carry  off  no  slaves  that  were  then 
within  our  limits.     They   were  as  much  in  the 
possession  and  under  the  authority  of  the  British 
commanders  in  the  forts,  or  other  places  held  by 
their  troops  on   the  lantj,  as  in  their  vessels.     It 
was  as  much  a  carrying  away  in  the  one  instance 
as  in  the  other ;  and  the  injury  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  slaves  was   the  same.     In   short,  I  see  no 
ground  for  such  a  distinction.  The  United  Stales 
have  a  right  either  to  the  restitution  of  all  these 
slaves,  or  to  compensation  for  their  loss.     I  shall 
forward  to  you,  without  delay,  a  list  of  those  thus 
removed,  with  an   estimate  of  their  value;  the 
payment  of  which,  if  the  slaves  themselves  are 
not  restored,  you  will  claim  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. „ 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  7.  1817.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  . 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  28th  of  last  month. 

JAMES  MADISON.v^, 
Febrdarv  7,  1817. 


Department  of  State,  Feb.  5,  1817. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28ih  of 
last  month,  requesting  the  President  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  such  information  as  he 
may  possess  touching  the  execution  of  so  much 
of  the  first  article  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Amity  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  Slates  of  America  as  relates  to  the  resti- 


[Enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Baker,  Chargdd'Affairet 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

April  1,  1815. 
Sir  :  I  regret  to  have  to  slate  that  the  com- 
manders of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  forces 
in  the  Chesapeake,  and  on  Cumberland  island, 
and  other  islands  off  the  southern  coast,  hare 
construed  the  stipulation  in  the  first  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  lately  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  very  differently 
from  what  is  thought  to  be  a  just  construction  of 
it  by  this  Government.  They  comprise  slaves, 
and  other  private  property,  under  the  same  regu- 
lation with  artillery,  and  other  public  property, 
and  contend  thai  none  ought  to  be  restored  ex- 
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cti^surh  as  v6re,  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  I  of  the  treaty.     By  far  the  greater  number,  if  not 

tbl'.ralificatio.is  of  the  treaty,   in  the   forts  and  ]  the  whole,  were  taken  from  proprietors   inhabit- 
p*^s  where  ihey  were  originally  taken.  ,  ing  ihe  country  bordering  on  the  bays  and  rirers 

^^  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  it  is  stipulated  |  which  empty    into   the   Atlantic.     As   this    fact 
■'^t  all  lerrnwry.  places,  and  possessions  what-  .  was  well  known  to  the  Commissioners  of  both  na- 

^^         •  .L._  u..  .L 1._- J..    '  lions,  it  furnishes  a  conclusive  argument  against 

the  construction   contended   for    by    the    British 


taken  jrom  either  party  by  the  other  du- 
n  M»"^  war, -or  which  may  be  taken  after  the 
s'^  og  ^^  ihi"  treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands 
b^!,  nafier  mt-ntioned,  shall  be  restored  without 
dh.H^,  and  wuhout  causing  any  destruction  or 
cti^^iog  away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  pub- 
.lijiiroperty  oiiginaify  captured  in  the  said  forts 
io*  Jaces,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon 
tb.«»?'xchange  t?l  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or 
a^iuslavcs  or  niher  private  property." 

^very  obviyus  distinction  exists  between   pri- 

Tifi  and   publjic  property  ;  and   there  may  be  a 

s(vS)g  and  ob<ious  motive  for  destroying  the  one, 

toti'Q  there  ca^  be  none  for  destroying  the  other. 

Itiiequenily  t)appens,  in  surrendering  territory 

;  V,'4  treaty  of^eace,  that  the  party  withdrawing 

I  jiViiilaies  a  ri:jht   to  destroy  the  fortifications  in 

'  ^t.«Aossession,'and  lo  carry  away  or  destroy  the 

j^'^lery  and  ipuniiiuns  of  war  in  them  ;  but  it  is 

lM  I'ved  that  .*,o  example  can  be  found  of  a  stip- 

jii;ion  to  authorize  ttie  destruction   of  private 

j^viJerty  of  an^y  kind,  especially  slaves.     Equally 

s*>^ige  woulj  a  stipulation    be    not    to  destroy 

«*ne  terms  ^jf  the  article  preserve  this  distinc- 
tCS  between  public  and  private  property  in  a 
Mi<rded  raanuer.  All  territory,  places,  and  pos- 
sfi^^ions,  with  a  particular  exception,  shall  be  re- 
S|>j/ed.  withoift  destroying  or  carrying  away  any 
lie  artillery  or  other  public  properly  originally 
cAfjiured  in  the  said  forts  or  places,  and  which 
iwain  there  upon  the  exchange  ol  raiificaiions. 

^.Mar  the  stipulation  acts  upon  proper  subjects, 
.-vJ.V  conforms  to  usage.  Extend  it  to  slaves  and 
tflifr  private  property,  and  how  inconsistent  and 
iV-aiural  the  application  !  Had  it  been  intended 
t^-^ut  slaves;  and  other  private  property  on  the 
Juie  ground  with  artillery  and  other  public  prop- 
ijiy.  the  terms  "originally  captured  in  the  said 
mis  or  place*,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  on 
5*  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty," 

ytvuld  have  followed  at  the  end  of  the  sentence, 
».ttr  "hlaver.  and  other  private  property."  In 
\^H  case,  bcih  interests,  the  public  and  the  pri- 
^»^,  would  have  been  subject  to  the  same  re- 
Jraint.  But,  by  separating  them  from  each  other, 
■irfi  puuingthtt  restrictive  wordsimmediaiely  after 
-  "^         o     .  . .       »  ^^  shows 


'SfUllery  and   other  public   property, 
ii^t  It  was  L-ilended  to  confine  their  operation  to 
l^Ue  objects  only,  excluding  from  it  "slaves  and 
jjiier  private  property." 

I'Viber  consequences,  equally  inconsistent  with 

%^  spirit  an!  equity  of  the  ariicle,  would  follow 

.ir,im  the  construction  given  of  u  by  the  British 

^*»al  commanders.     If  the  shives  and  other  pri- 

jjj^e  properly  are  placed  on  the  same  footing  with 

■:^<iiiery  an»i  other   public   property,   the  conse- 

CJoynce  musi  be  that  all  will  bu  carried  away.     It 

Awlieved  ibat  none  of  the  sliives  were  taken  in 

£lis  or  other  places  where  the  Brilisn  troops  hap- 

^ned  to  br  at  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 


naval  commanders.  It  cannot  be  believed  that 
the  Commissioners  would  have  agreed  to  a  stipu- 
lation which  they  respectively  knew  would  pro- 
duce no  effect. 

In  supposing  that  all  the  slaves  would  be  car- 
ried away  under  the  construction  given  to  this 
article  by  the  British  and  naval  commanders,  I 
have  considered  the  term  ''  place,"  in  a  qualified 
sense,  synonymous  with  "  fort,"  as  a  military  sta- 
tion, taken  by  the  British  forces  and  held  by  them 
at  the  peace.  But  if  it  is  construed  in  a  more  en- 
larged yense,  such  as  the  country  from  which  the 
slaves  were  taken,  none  could  be  carried  away 
even  under  that  construction.  That  it  must  be 
construed  in  this  enlarged  sense,  if  applicable  to 
slaves  and  other  private  property,  is  obvious  from 
the  consideration  that  the  act  uf  taking  them  re- 
moved them  from  the  places  where  they  were 
taken. 

The  stipulation  in  this  article,  in  relation  to 
the  point  in  question,  by  a  fair  and  ju6t  construc- 
tion, appears  to  me  to  amount  to  this:  that  each 
party  shall  restore,  without  delay,  all  the  terri- 
lury,  places,  and  possessions,  which  had  been 
taken  by  it,  with  the  exception  of  certain  islands; 
that  neither  shall  destroy  or  carry  away  ariillery 
or  public  property,  provided  they  be,  at  the  time 
of  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  in  the  forts  or 
places  in  which  they  were  originally  captured; 
that  neither  shall  carry  away  slaves  or  other  pri- 
vate properly.  The  restraint  provided  against 
the  carrying  away  of  the  latter  is  evideoily  con- 
nected with  the  great  object  of  the  article,  the 
restoration  of  territory,  places,  and  possessions, 
and  not  with  forts  and  places,  id  the  qualified 
sense  suggested  :  in  which  sense  it  applies  to  ar- 
tillery and  other  public  property  only,  the  ordinary 
and  proper  appurtenances  of  forts  and  other  mili- 
tary po^ls. 

From  every  view  which  I  have  been  able  to 
take  of  this  subject,  I  am  ol  opinion  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  entitled  lo  all  the  slaves  and  other 
private  property  which  were  in  the  posse^tsioa  of 
the  British  forces,  within  the  limits  uf  the  United 
States,  on  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty,  whether  they  were  in  forts  or  British 
ships  of  war. 

Presuming  that  your  Government  has  instructed 
you  upon  this  subject,  and  thai  it  concurs  in  this 
coustruciion  of  the  article,  I  Hatter  myself  thai 
yuu  will  give  directions  to  the  British  naval  coai- 
manders  nol  to  carry  away  any  of  the  slaves  and 
oitier  private  properly  whicti  may  thus  be  fairly 
claimed  by  the  United  Stales. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Anthony  St.  John  Baker.  Esq.,  dtc. 
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Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington,  April  3,  1815. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  1st  instant,  stating  that  the  commanders 
of  His  Majesty's  naval  forces  have  given  a  differ- 
ent construction  to  that  part  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  lately  concluded  between 
the  two  countries  which  relates  to  the  restoration 
of  slaves  and  private  property  from  what  is 
thouijhi  by  the  American  Government  to  be  its 
just  construction,  by  making  the  restriction  an- 
nexed to  the  restoration  of  artillery  and  public 
property  likewise  apply  to  slaves  and  private 
property  ;  at  the  same  time  expressing  your  opin- 
ion that  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  all  the 
slaves  and  other  private  property  in  possession  of 
the  British  forces  within  ihe  limits  of  the  United 
States  on  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  whe- 
ther ihey  were  m  forts  or  British  ships  of  war, 
and  requesting,  under  the  supposition  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  concurred  in  this  con- 
struction of  the  article,  and  had  furnished  me 
with  instructions  accordingly,  that  I  would  give 
directions  to  the  naval  commanders  not  to  carry 
away  any  of  the  slaves  so  claimed  by  the  United 
Slates. 

As  I  have  not  received  any  communication  on 
the  subject  from  the  commander-in-chief  on  the 
American  station,  by  who>e  orders  the  >everal 
naval  commanders  have,  no  doubt,  been  guided, 
I  am  unacquainted  with  ihe  grounds  on  which 
he  rests  his  interpretation  of  the  words  of  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty.  Ii  is,  however,  not  improb- 
able that  he  may  have  imagined  that  it  could  not 
have  l)een  intended  by  the  Pieni|)otentiaries  of 
the  two  countries  thai  tliere  should  be  a  general 
prohibition  against  carrying  away  from  the  places 
restored  all  private  property  of  every  description, 
and  lo  whomsoever  belonging,  found  therein  on 
ihe  exchange  of  the  ratifications  ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, as  !>ome  limitation  must  have  been  contem- 
plated in  the  case  of  private  as  well  as  public 
properly,  the  restriction  attached  by  the  words 
irarat-diately  preceding  to  the  latter,  was  likewise 
applicable  lo  the  former. 

I  regret  to  find  that,  by  the  view  taken  of  this 
part  ol  the  firstarticle,the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  claiius  the  negroes,  originally  Ameri- 
can, on  board  the  British  ships  of  war  which  hap- 
pened to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
ai  the  lime  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  as 
I  do  not  conceive  that  it  can  be  satisfactorily 
shown  that  this  construction  is  sanctioned  by  the 
wordR  ol  the  article;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
staling  my  belief  founded  on  the  best  means  of 
information,  that,  at  the  time  the  article  was 
framed,  it  was  meant  that  the  prohibition  against 
carrying  away  slaves  and  private  property  should 
be  taken  in  connexion  with  the  restoration  of  ter- 
ritory, places,  and  possessions;  and  that  it  it  had 
been  supposed  by  His  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries 
at  Gneut  that  the  words  were  susceptible  of  the 
construction  now  given  to  them,  and  that  a  claim 
would  be  founded  upon  them  for  the  delivering 
up  ol  persons  who  had  sought  refuge  during  the 
I4tii  Co.N.  2d  St.ss. — 35 


war  on  board  of  British  ships,  their  insertion 
would  have  been  de^dedly  objected  to,  and  others 
proposed. 

Not  being,  however,  in  possession  of  any  in- 
structions from  my  Government  upon  this  sub- 
ject, the  only  step  which  it  is  in  ray  power  lo 
take  in  relation  to  it  is  to  transmit  to  England, 
and  to  the  naval  commander-in-chief  on  this  sta- 
tion, copies  of  your  letter;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  reasoning  contained  in  it  will,  in  the 
most  perfect  spirit  of  amity,  be  duly  and  consid- 
erately examined,  with  the  sincere  desire  to  give 
that  interpretation  to  the  article  in  question  which 
may  be  most  consonant  to  justice  and  lo  its  true 
and  fair  meaning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  du;., 

ANTHONY  ST.  JOHN  BAKER. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  dbc. 


B. 

Mr.  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

City  of  Washington,  Feb.  28,  1815. 

Sib:  I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Commissioners  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  United  Stales  to  receive  and  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  respecting  the  public 
and  private  property  in  possession  of  the  British 
forces  within  the  Chesapeake  bay,  to  be  given 
up  under  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ppacc 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and 
Captain  John  Clavelle,  commanding  the  British 
forces  in  the  Chesapeake  bay. 

In  pursuance  of  the  arrangements  therein  made, 
Colonel  Bayly  has  remained  to  take  an  inventory 
of  the  property  and  slaves,  and  to  endeavor  to 
ascertain,  a«=  far  as  practicable,  to  whom  they 
belong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  James  Monroe. 


Meura.  Bayly,  Graham,  and  Skinner,  to  Mr.  Clavelic 

Schooner  Adeline, 
Chesapeake  Bay,  Feb.  23.  1815. 
Sir  :  The  undersigned  Commissioners  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales  to  receive 
and  make  all  necessary  arrangements  concerning 
the  property  which  may  be  in  the  possession  of 
the  forces  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  the  Ches- 
apeake, or  on  the  shores  or  islands  thereof,  and 
which  is  to  be  delivered  up  and  restored,  agree- 
ably to  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
and  Amity  between  the  United  States  and  His 
Britannic  Majesty.concludedand  signed  at  Ghent, 
on  the  24ih  day  of  December,  1814,  have  ihe 
honor  to  inform  you,  that,  having  exhibited  to  you 
their  powers,  they  are  now  ready  to  proceed  to 
execute  the  trust  reposed  in  ihem  ;  and  they  take 
this  occasion  to  observe,  that,  under  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  first  article  of  ihe  said  treaty,  all 
slaves,  and  other  private  property,  which  may 
now  be  in  possession  of  the  forces  of  His  Britaa- 
nic  Majesty  withiu  ihe  Chesapeake,  are  claimed 
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5;j)€  deliyered  up  forthwiih.  and  that  all  such  as 
Dii»y  hare  b«*eD  removed  since  the  17ih  instant. 
(ik^  day  on  i/hich  the  exchange  of  the  raiifica- 
VhVis  of  the  treaty  took  place,)  are  claitned  lo  be 
Je.'lored  wiih  all  convenient  despatch. 
.  :  We  have  the  honor  to  be.  Ac, 
.*.  {  \  THO.  m;  BAYLY, 

*  i  GEORGE  GRAHAM, 

i  '  JOHN  S.  SKINNER, 

thaptain  John  Clavelle, 

*3      Com'r  of  H.  B.  Majesty's  forces. 


ifl  CtmvtlU  i'.  Meaarf.  Bayly,  Graham,  and  Skinntr 
-J  H.  M.  Ship  Orlando, 

^  In  the  Patuxeni,  Feb.  23,  1815- 

":  J»ENTLEM«X  : 

^«*ving  youf   c 


by  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  and  still  remaining 
within  the  Chesapeake,  or  on  the  shores  or  islands 
thereof. 

As.  however,  you  have  put  a  construction  upon 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  which,  in  our  esti- 
mation, the  terms  do  not  warrant,  and  difficulties 
have  arisen  in  the  execution  of  our  trust  which 
were  not  anticipated,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  ask 
your  co-operation  in  taking,  for  the  mutual  satis- 
faction of  our  respective  Governments,  an  mven- 
tory  of  all  slaves  and  other  private  property  with- 
in the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  or  on  the  shores 
or  islands  thereof,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  forces;  that  the  difference  of 
construction  placed  upon  the  first  article  of  said 


I  have  just  had  the  honor  of  re-  ■  treaty  may  be  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  its  stip- 
fo-yiiii-  yuui  communication  of  this  day's  date,  ulations  executed  in  good  faith.  We  are  further 
^t<iing°that  you  are  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the  ,  satisfied  you  will  perceive  the  propriety  of  fur- 
|]  ,ited  States,  lo  receive  and  make  all  necessary  '  nishing  us.  for  the  information  of  the  proper  au- 
4ti^n<»emenr?  concerning  the  property  which  may  I  thorities,  as  far  as  the  means  in  your  power  may 
^•^iD^possesriion  of  the  forces  of  His  Britannic  render  it  practicable,  with  an  account  of  all  slaves 
"  jesty  in  tiie  Che»-apeake,  or  on   the  shores  or  "      '  '       ' 


^■>ods  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  first  article  of  the 

r,*aiy  of  Peace  between  His  Britannic  Majesty 

^nd   the   United   States;  and    m   reply   I    beg  to 

kajte,  that   I  understand    the   first  article  of  the 


and  other  private  property  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  may  have  been  removed  from 
the  Chesapeake,  or  any  of  the  shores  or  island* 
thereof,  since  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty;  and,  in  like  manner,  with  an  account  of 


2rt*it'y.  relative  to  private   and    public   property.  '  all  artillery  or  other  public  property,  if  any,  which 


*:ias,  viz:  aU  territory,  places,  and  possessions 
Whatsoever,  taken  from  either  party  by  the  other 
ifiuTing  the  war.  or  which  may  have  been  taken 
•J^r  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only 
'p:f  islands  hereafter  mentioned,  shall  be  restored 
V^hout  delay,  and  without  causing  any  destruc- 
twto,  or  carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery  or 
i',^er  public  f tores,  or  any  slaves,  or  other  private 
Ifiiperty  originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or 
^>ces,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the 
fi^hange  of^^he  ratification  of  this  treaty. 
i  As  none  ,ff  the  slaves  now  in  Tangier  were 
irqitured  th^.^e,  I  cannot  feel  myself  al  liberty  to 
y-Jiver  them  up;  far  less  can  I  give  up  those  now 
Viffvinii;  on  h«^ard  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships, 
*ir>  by  entering  into  the  service  they  made  them- 
*^^ves  free  nwn.  I  shall,  however,  give  directions 
v|^t  the  wh'»le  of  those  on  board  the  different 
k*ips,  of  evvry  description,  shall  be  discharged 
10^0  this  shjp  until  I  receive  instructions  from 
»^ear  Admiril  Cockburn,  to  whom  I  shall  imme- 
^■ately  despatch  a  vessel. 

I  havij  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

JOHN  CLAVELLE. 

V  To.  Messii'!.  Bayly,  Graham,  and  Ski.nner. 

\.  ]  

\!^»»rs.  Bayt^,  Graham,  and  Skinner  to  Mr.  ClavelU- 

\  \  i  Schooner  Adeline. 

i  ♦  '     Chesapeake  Bay.  Feb.  23.  1315. 

f^iSiK:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
ir^ceipt  of  ',  our  reply  to  our  communication  of 
Aihis  date,  and  regret  to  find  that  you  do  not  feel 
fyourself  at  liberty  to  deliver  up  all  slaves  and 
«^ber  privai>'  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 

V  l^d  States,  which  came  under  your  control  pre- 
'^^oubly  or  sub>eqijently  to  the  date  of  the  ex- 
M  /haoge  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  concluded 


was,  on   the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  s.iid 
treaty,  or  which  may  still  remain  within  the  forts 
or  places  where  the  same  was  originally  captured. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec 

THO.VAS  M.  BAYLY, 
GEORGE  GRAHAM, 
JOHN  S.  SKLNNER. 
Capt.  John  Clavelle. 

Commander  It.  B.  M.'s  forces,  f  c. 


Mr. 


P. 


ClavelU  to  the  American  Commissioners. 

H.  B.  M.  Ship  Orlando. 

In  the  PatuxetU  Feb.  24,  1815. 

Gentlemen  :  In  reply  to  your  communication 
of  yesterday's  date,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  re- 
ceiving last  evening,  I  beg  to  state,  that  I  do  con- 
ceive the  terms  of  trie  first  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States,  do  admit  of  the  construction  I  put 
on  It  yesterday  in  my  note  to  you,  and  not  ai  all 
applicable  to  the  slaves  now  on  Tangier  i-land, 
or  those  on  board  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship* 
under  ray  command,  now  in  the  Chesapeake,  they 
not  having  been  captured  "there."  But,  m  order 
that  every  thing  may  be  perfectly  understood, 
and  properly  arranged  hereafter,  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  meet  your  wishts  lor  the  mutual  satis- 
faction of  our  respective  Governments,  by  ascer- 
taining and  taking  an  inventory  of  ail  slaves,  and 
other  private  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  within  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake, 
or  on  the  shores  or  islands  thereot.  and  now  la 
the  possession  of  His  Britannic  .Majesty's  lorces. 

I  further  state,  lor  your  informaiion,  that  no 
slaves,  or  otiier  private  property,  have  been  re- 
moved from  the  Chesapeake,  or  any  of  the  shores 
or  islands  thereof,  since  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
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fication  of  the  treaty;  nor  has  any  artillery  or 
other  public  property. 

As  soon  as  the  weather  is  fine  I  shall  proceed 
to  Tangier,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  you  in 
taking  an  inventory  of  the  slaves,  which  I  cer- 
tainly cannot  think  of  giving  up  until  I  receive 
instructions  on  that  head,  conceiving  they  do  not 
eome  within  the  limits  of  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

JOHN  CLAVELLE. 

To  the  American  Commissioners. 


Mr.  Bayly  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

AccoMAC,  April  18,  1815. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  Captain  Clavelle,  with  the  Or- 
lando and  Madagascar  frigates,  and  schr.  Bream, 
sailed  from  near  Tangier  harbor  for  Bermuda.  I 
enclose  to  you  copies  of  my  last  letter  to  him,  and 
bis  reply,  upon  the  subject  of  the  slaves  and  other 
property,  public  and  private,  which  ought  not  to 
have  been  carried  away. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

THOMAS  M.  BAYLY. 


AccoMAC.  April  13,  1815. 

Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  you  intend  to-morrow 
to  leave  the  Chesapeake  bay,  with  the  ships  under 
your  command;  and  I  wish  to  know  your  deter- 
mination respecting  the  re>toration  of  the  slaves 
and  other  property,  public  and  private,  which 
were  captured  from  the  United  Stales,  and  citi- 
zens thereof,  during  the  late  war,  and  which  were 
in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  islands 
thereof,  on  the  day  the  ratification  of  ihe  Treaty 
of  Peace  and  Amity  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  was  exchanged. 

You  have  informed  me  of  your  visit  lo  Mr. 
Baker,  Chargfe  d'Affaires  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty at  Washington,  and  that  you  have  received 
from  Rear  Admiral  Cockburn  his  instructions; 
I  may,  therefore,  expect  your  final  determination, 
and  I  hope  that  your  construction  upon  the  first 
article  of  this  Treaty  of  Amity  is  such,  that  the 
slaves  and  other  properly  contemplated  by  it  will 
noi  be  carried  away. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

THOMAS  M.  BAYLY. 

John  Clavelle,  Esq., 

Commanding  H.  B.  M.'s  ships,  f  c. 


H.  B.  M.  Ship  Orlando, 

In  the  Chesapeake,  April  15,  1815. 

Sib:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the 
13th  instant  I  beg  leave  lo  state,  ihat  my  deter- 
mination IS  not  to  restore  any  slaves,  private  or 
public  properly,  captured  before  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  Stales, 
agreeably  to  my  instructions  from  Rear  Admiral 
Cocktjurn  on  that  head. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 

JOHN  CLAVELLE. 

To  T.  M.  Bayly,  Esq.,  dkc. 


C. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  M.  Newell,  Captain  of 
Sea  Fencibles,  and  Thomas  Spalding,  to  Brigadier 
General  Floyd,  dated  at 

Sapelo  Island,  March  16,  1815. 

Sir:  We  left  Darien  on  Sunday,  the  5th  Inst., 
and  arrived  al  Dungeness  at  4  o'clock  on  Mondaf . 
As  we  observed  British  troops  embarking,  and  as 
we  believed  many  slaves  and  much  private  prop- 
erly would  be  sent  off  with  them,  we  determined 
to  call  upon  Admiral  Cockburn  immediately,  and 
lo  present  the  letters  from  General  Pinckney  and 
yourself,  with  our  letter  of  authority.  On  read- 
ing General  Pinckney 's  letter,  and  discovering  that, 
instead  of  a  copy  of  ihe  Treaty  of  Peace  from  the 
Secretary  of  Slate's  office,  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer was  enclosed.  Admiral  Cockburn  expressed 
much  surprise;  and  it  appeared,  from  his  man- 
ner, that  his  temper  was  not  a  little  ruflled  by  the 
incident.  He  totally  denied  the  authority  of  a 
treaty  so  communicated  to  him.  After  remind- 
ing him  that  the  Intelligencer  was  the  State  paper 
of  the  United  States  for  such  purposes,  that  in 
England  the  publication  of  a  treaty  in  ihe  Ga- 
zette would  be  a  proper  promul";ation  of  il,  and 
the  impossibility  that  there  would  be  of  furnish- 
ing to  every  detached  squadron  that  floated  upon 
the  sea  any  more  authenticated  copy  of  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  than  the  public  papers  afforded  ;  these 
were  the  ideas  brought  forward,  and  ihis  the  lan- 
guage, with  the  exception  of  its  being  abridged. 
Admiral  Cockburn  still  denied  our  positions,  but 
then  proposed  to  us  that  we  should  make  a  trans- 
cript of  the  treaty  ;  that  we  should  certify  il  to  be 
a  true  copy,  and  should  present  it  to  him  as  such 
on  the  part  of  General  Pinckney  and  yourself.  As 
forms  were  no  object,  we  assented  to  this  al  once. 
The  difficulty  having  been  got  over,  we  thought 
il  proper  lo  enter  immediately  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  our  mission,  and  requested  to  know  of 
Admiral  Cockburn  what  public  property  taken  at 
Point  Petre,or  at  St. Mary's, remained  upon  Cum- 
berland island,  in  the  ships  near  Dungeness,  or  m 
the  ships  then  lying  in  the  sound,  of  which  there 
were  many ;  some  of  these  ships  taken  at  St. 
Mary's,  and  there  loaded  with  property  taken  at 
the  same  place. 

As  we  had  no  instructions  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  restitution  we  should  demand,  and  were  left 
to  our  own  judgment  on  the  occasion,  we  deter- 
mined to  adopt  the  same  rule  in  regard  to  private 
properly  and  lo  slaves  that  we  had  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  public  properly.  We,  therefore,  demanded 
all  the  slaves  and  private  property,  of  every  de- 
scription, taken  or  received  al  Cumberland  island, 
at  St.  Mary's,  or  St.  Simon's,  and  which  were 
then  0.1  Cumberland  island,  or  lying  in  the  wateri 
contiguous  to  the  same,  on  board  his  ships,  or 
which  bad  been  there  at  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  by  ihe  President  of  the  United 
Stales ;  and,  in  making  this  demand,  we  were  hap- 
py to  find  that  a  great  portiou  of  the  public  and 
private  property,  and  almost  all  ihe  slaves  takea 
j  or  received  since  the  British  forces  had  been  oper- 
aiiog  ID  Georgia,  came  wiihm  the  limits  we  had 
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=*« ■  •  : 

pJH*;cribed  to  our  demand.     To  our  inquiry  as  to 
p{)hlic  property,  and  our  deniand   as   to  private 
Afimiral  Cockburn  at  once  replied,  "he  had  no 
piitrlic  properly  ;  that  the  guns  he  had  renaoved  ; 
tjjr  munitions  of  war  he  had  destroyed;"  but  if 
tj5?v  were  there,  not  having  been  taken  at  Cum- 
l^'-lpnd  island,  which  place  alone  remained  in  his 
p^i'^^ssion  at  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  they 
dyl  tiot  come  within  the  operation  of  the  first  ar- 
l.4.<le  of  It;  that,  with  regard  to  slaves  and  other 
p,N*periy,  he  meant  to  adopt  the  same  rule;  "that 
tSeTiroperty  and  slaves  taken  at  Cumberland,  and 
n^qiaining  there  at  the  ratification,  would  be  re- 
st urfd  ;  but  what   were   taken   or  received  from 
otbirr  places,  although  on  Cumberland,  or  in  the 
sliij^i  in  the  river  or  sound,  would  not." 
V  b;  will  be  understood  that  we  do  not  here  repeat 
tli^*'. words,  but  the  substance,  of  what  Admiral 
CvVrJtburn  said,  who  appeared,  during  the  whole 
on>his  conversation,  a  little  warm.     Having  dis- 
covered the  construction  which  Admiral  Cock- 
\j\ffi\  was  pleased  to  put  upon  the  treaty,  and  his 
ir^yner  forbidding  a  hope  of  a  change  of  opinion, 
^H|.| Spalding  thought  it  proper  to  draw  his  atten- 
ti»^to  the  ships  then  lying  within  a  hundred  yards 
olJihe  wharf  of  Dungeness,  on  board  of  which 
it  Was  known  .»ome  s.laves  were,  by  observing  to 
hil^that  the  river  was  taken  po>se<sion  of  at  the 
sa^  time  that  Cumberland  wa-;  occupied  by  the 
Biaush  forces;  that  it  was  equally  in  his  posses- 
sifai  with  the  >-oil  adjacent  on  the  ratification  of 
llr.  j-treaty,  and  would  only  be  restored  to  the  Uni- 
te4,'States  the  moment  he  withdrew  his  forces 
fr*u»   Dungeness;  that,  const-quently,   under  his 
0(ft^  rule,  the  i>roperly  and  slaves  on   board  those 
iiJJs,  originally  taken  at  Cumberland,  it  was  ex- 
pt'f'ed  would  jartake  of  the  quality  of  the  prop- 
e»»,>»  and  slaves  originally  found  on  Cumberland, 
aiQ  remaining  there.   To  this  Admiral  Cockburn 
r»*.!ied.  that  wherever  the  British  flag  was.  there 
ua»  British  territory  ;  and.  by  way  of  elucidating 
hM|>osition,  demanded  of  Mr.  Spalding  whether,  if 
hf>^ Admiral  Cockburn)  committed  a  murder  on 
bc^d  one  of  those  ships  »n  time  of  peace,  he  be- 
li«^?d  him  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
Jii^^es  ?"     *•  No.  sir,"  said  he.  '-  I  am  amenable  to 
iLiyJown  Governmeni,  and  lo  my  own  sovereign." 
TiJ^^bis  It  was  replied,  he  was  amenable  to  his 
o«'n  Government  and  to  his  own  sovereign  as  an 
oflifer.  but   he  was  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the 
Ij^ied  States  as  a  man.    And  it  was  in  turn  asked 
VHJrther  he  believed,  if  a  murder  was  committed 
uA  ,;oard  an  American  ship  in  the  river  Thames, 
t;^.law8  of  England  would  not  operate  upon  the 
lijliyrderer  .^      •  No,  sir."    '•  I,  loo,  sir,  have  studied 
tj^  laws  of  England  in  my  youth,  and  I  think 
tKe/  would."     "  Then,  sir,  we  are  at  issue,  and  it 
i^i;.inecessary  to  say  more."   '•  If  we  are  at  issue. 
.^lUiral  Cockburn,  upon  an  abstract  principle,  it 
iifiif  litile  imf^rtance.     Will  you  please  to  turn 
«JK*-'r  to  the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  and  we  will 
if  we  can   agree   upon  a    practical  result  ?" 
i;us  conver>alion  is  reported  in  its  very  words, 
t^*t  you  may  be  possessed  of  the  Admiral's  man- 
.  c>  ot  reasoning  and  mode  of  thinking  at  our  ar- 
(i^l ;  and  it  was  closed  by  observing  that  we 


should  address  a  note  to  him,  which  we  hoped  he 
would  answer  as  soon  as  possible;  then  took  our 
leave.  The  next  day,  the  7th  ioslant,  we  called 
upon  him,  and  presented  a  transcript  of  the  treaty, 
certified  by  us  to  be  a  true  copy,  which  he  ac- 
cepted. We  then  handed  him  the  following  note, 
(No.  1,)  which,  after  having  read,  he  promised  to 
answer  the  following  morning.  And  here  it  is 
proper  to  observe,  that,  at  the  meeting,  and  at  the 
many  that  followed  it.  Admiral  Cockburn  was 
calm,  and  his  manner  courteous  in  a  high  degree. 
During  the  evening  of  this  day  we  understood 
that  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  had  ar- 
rived, and.  consequently,  we  should  not  receive 
any  answer  to  our  note  until  there  had  been  a 
conference  between  Admiral  Cochrane  and  him- 
self. At  this  delay  we  felt  no  regret,  as  we  hoped 
from  him,  from  many  causes  not  necessary  lo 
state,  a  more  liberal  construction  of  the  treaty. 
The  weather  was  so  bad  that  it  was  the  10th  be- 
fore this  communication  look  place,  immediately 
alter  which  Admiral  Cockburn  transmitted  to  us 
the  following  note,  in  answer  to  the  one  we  had 
addressed  him.  (No.  2.) 

Finding  this  note  was  approved  of  in  the  margin 
by  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  and  understanding, 
and  even  knowing  from  our  own  sight,  that  he 
had  taken  his  departure  from  the  coast  by  the 
time  we  had  received  this  note,  all  attempts  at 
demonstrating  the  incorrectness  of  the  conclusion 
drawn*  by  Admiral  Cockburn  from  tiie  first  article 
of  the  treaty  seemed  useless*;  fur  Admiral  Cock- 
burn no  longer  had  the  power,  if  he  bad  the  io- 
clinaiion,  to  correct  his  first  opinion  ;  and  we 
pre.->ently  understood  that  even  ihe  small  return 
of  slaves  and  property  embraced  by  his  construc- 
tion of  the  treaty  was  yielded  with  some  reluc- 
tance by  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane.  We,  there- 
fore, the  same  evening,  addressed  to  Admiral 
Cockburn  the  note  that  fullows.(No.  3.)  And,  in 
the  conversation  which  took  place  alter  the  de- 
livery of  this  note,  it  was  agreed  that  orders  would 
be  given  to  restore  to  the  owners  any  slaves  thac 
were  received  lu  the  British  camp  or  ships  after 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  ;  and,  in  consequence 
of  this  understanding,  orders  were  given  to  restore 
some  slaves  so  situated  by  Admiral  Cockburn ; 
but  every  means  were  used  by  the  inferior  offi- 
cers to  prevent  the  due  execution  of  these  orders, 
particularly  on  board  the  Regulus,  Captain  Rob- 
ert Ramsay,  as  we  are  informed,  and  as  Captain 
Newell  himself  was  witness  to.  It  was  at  the 
same  time  indicated  to  us  the  course  which  would 
be  pursued  with  the  slaves  that  had  repaired  to 
the  British  camp  or  Briti<^h  ships,  from  Florida, 
namely:  ttiat  they  should  be  sent  to  Bermuda, 
and  there  confined  in  a  ship  until  the  decision  of 
the  British  Administration  was  taken  on  their 
case.  We  have  deemed  it  proper  to  communi- 
cate this  as  not  unimportant  to  our  own  Govern- 
ment and  our  own  citizens. 

Oil  the  morning  of  the  llih  an  answer  to  our 
note  was  received,  covering  a  list  of  seventy-seven 
negroes,  a  few  bales  of  cotton,  and  a  few  horses 
and  cattle,  which  were  to  be  restored,  a\  having 
been  originally  taken  at  Cumberland  islaud,  and 
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having  remained  there  at  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty.     (No.  4.) 

In  order  to  place  the  matter  in  a  proper  light, 
we  the  same  day  transmitted  the  following  an- 
swer, which  closed  our  joint  correspondence  with 
the  Admiral.     (No.  5.) 

And  here  it  is  necessary,  for  understanding  the 
last  clause  of  our  letter,  to  stale  what  led  to  it. 
Mr.  Spalding  had  suggested  to  Admiral  Cock- 
burn. after  every  other  means  had  failed, iiis  giv- 
ing permission  to  claimants  to  go  on  board  his 
ships  in  the  offing,  to  obtain  the  voluntary  return 
of  their  slaves  ;  this  he  assented  to  with  great 
willingness.  He  sent  an  officer  with  them,  and, 
in  the  presence  of  ourselves,  gave  the  most  posi- 
tive instruction  to  the  officer  to  have  every  facil- 
ity afforded  them.  This  produced  a  return  of 
thirteen  slaves;  six  of  Captain  Wylly's.  five  of 
Mr.  Couper's,  one  of  Major  Butler's,  and  one  of 
Major  Johnston's  ;  and  would  have  produced  the 
return  of  hundreds,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
means  employed  by  the  inferior  officers  to  pre- 
vent their  return.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th 
insunt,  the  British  tlag  was  struck  at  Dungeness, 
and,  having  consulted  with  the  many  respectable 
gentlemen  with  us  as  to  ihe  necessity  of  the 
occasion,  we  called  upon  Captain  Mas.sias  for  an 
officer  and  twenty-five  men  to  be  sent  to  Dun- 
geness, to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  fugitive 
slaves  still  joining  the  British  ships  that  were  yet 
in  the  offing,  and  were  to  remain  so  for  two  or 
three  days. 

Mr.  Spalding  then  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  Admiral  Cockburn,  and  followed  Cap- 
tain Newell,  who  had  already  taken  his  depar- 
ture.    (No.  6.) 

Having  thus,  sir,  closed  the  mission  with  which 
we  were  charged  by  General  Pinckney  and  your- 
self, it  is  important,  in  our  opinion,  that  we  should 
observe  to  you  that,  on  our  arrival  at  Dungeness, 
on  the  6th  instant,  the  United  States'  barge  taken 
at  St.  Mary's  was  at  the  wharf,  but  was  removed 
that  evening;  and  we  also  understood  that  most 
of  the  cannon  taken  at  Point  Petre  were  removed, 
subsequent  lo  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  from 
Cumberland.  Five  or  six  hundred  negroes, 
brought  from  St.  Simon's  as  late  as  the  15th 
February,  were  at  Cumberland  long  after  the  ra- 
tification, and  many  of  them  sent  off  in  the  night 
of  the  day  alter  our  arrival. 

In  conversation  with  Mr.  Spalding,  it  was  ad- 
mitted by  Admiral  Cockburn  that  Major  Kins- 
man, of  the  marines,  had  continued  to  enter  fugi- 
tive slaves  into  the  colonial  and  West  India 
regiments,  after  notice  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  and  until  he  (Admiral  Cockburn)  had 
given  written  orders  to  the  contrary. 

Accompanying  this  letter,  you  will  receive  a 
list  of  such  slaves  as  their  masters  have  returned 
to  us.  From  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  lost  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  odd,  and  from  Major  Butler,  who 
lost  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  from  many  others, 
whom  the  terror  of  the  times  had  driven  away, 
we  have  no  returns.  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered 
at  that  a  thin  population  fled  before  a  war  which 
has  been   conducted  in  the  spirit  which  this  has 


been  since  January  last;  for  it  carried  insurrec- 
tion as  its  means,  and.  like  the  awful  visitations 
of  Providence,  ruin  has  marked  its  course.  Bat 
we  stale,  sir,  with  pleasure,  that  the  unhappy 
sufferers  look  with  manly  firmness  to  their  own 
Government  for  a  reparation  of  their  injuries; 
and  to  that  Government  we  beg  leave  to  consign 
them,  with  a  firm  persuasion  that  they  will  not 
be  disappointed  in  their  expectations. 
And  we  remain,  sir,  &c. 


No.  1. 
Musr$.  Newell  and  Spalding  to  Admiral  Cockburn. 
Cumberland  Island,  March  6,  1815. 
Sir:  We  are  instructed  by  General  Floyd  to 
call  upon  you,  and  are  by  him  authorized  to  re- 
ceive from  you  any  public  or  private  property,  or 
any  slaves,  that  are  or  w«re  in  your  possession  at 
the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.     The  con- 
struction put  upon  this  article  by  us  is,  that  all 
private  property  and  all  slaves  in  your  possession, 
whether  on  land  or  water,  at  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  are  to  be  restored.     We  place 
this  construction  upon  the  first  article  of  the  treaty, 
because  it  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  most 
amicable  dispositions  of  both  the  American  and 
British  Commissioners — amicable  on  the  part  of 
the  American  Commissioners,  in  only  demanding 
what  might  be  restored  without  inconvanience ; 
amicable  on  the  part  of  the  British  Commission- 
ers, in  promising    to  restore    all    that    could    be 
restored   without  great  inconvenience  ; — for  we 
cannot  persuade  ourselves  that  the  restoration  of 
private  property  or  slaves  is  to  be  limited  to  the 
slaves  or  property  taken  in  the  forts  you  occupied; 
for  it  must  be  obvious  lo  you,  sir,  and  it  must  be 
obvious  to  all,  that  there  are  no  slaves,  and  that 
there  is  but  litile  private  property,  ever  taken  in 
forts.     The  limitation  that  appears  to  exist  in  the 
first  part  of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  as  to 
such   property  as  may  remain  in   the  forts  and 
places  in  your  possession,  is  obviously  confined  to 
artillery  and  other  public  property  taken  in  such 
forts  or  places,  and  which,  if  once  removed,  would 
have  required  much  trouble  and  much  expense  to 
restore.    And  this  conclusion  is  the  more  obvious, 
from  noticing  that  in  the  following  part  of  the 
samp  article,  archives,  records,  deeds,  and  papers, 
which  are  objects  of  easy  transport,  are  promised 
to  be  restored,  into  whosesoever  hands  they  may 
have  fallen,  cr  wheresoever  they  may  have  been 
transferred. 

Be'^'j^inc  that  we  may  have  an  answer  upon  this 
subject,  so  deeply  interesting  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Greorgia.  as  soon  as  possible,  we  remain,  sir,  d&c. 

Admiral  Cockbcrn. 

No.  2. 
Admiral  Cockburn  to  Messrs.  Newell  and  Spalding. 

HCADdUARTERS,  Cc.MBERLANO  IsLAND, 

March  7,  1815. 

Ge.ntlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  document  which  you  state  yourselves  author- 
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izo^lo  assure  me  is  a  true  copy  of  the  Treaty  of 
Fi-ii;;  which  has  been  concluded  between  our  re- 
8pc>(t|ve  Governments,  and  which  you  have  been 
ins^»»cted  to  lay  before  me  by  Generals  Pinckney 
ancfl'loyd. 

^iiijorapanying  this  document,  I  am  likewise 
hoi*f»ted  with  your  note  of  this  day,  informing  me 
of.fljur  being  authorized  to  receive  from  me  any 
uV»lic  or  private  property,  or  slaves,  to  be  restored 
y  J§^j  under  the  first  article  of  the  aforesaid  treaty, 
aDf^  explaining  to  me  the  construction  you  are 
plej-^d  to  put  upon  that  article.  But  I  only  find 
ID  ftv  certified  copy  you  have  laid  before  me.  that 
"a>J-Vrrilory.  places,  or  possessions,  taken  during 
lht»war,  or  after  signing  the  treaty,  (excepting 
onNf  jis  therein  excepted.)  shall  be  restored  with- 
out (|elay,  and  without  causing  any  destruction 
or  lajrrying  away  of  the  artillery  or  other  public 
proptjrty  originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or 
pl^jSl?,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the 
ei\1;!inge  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any 
5la^t,*s  or  other  private  property."  It  becomes, 
therefore,  alone  necessary  for  me  to  stale  to  you, 
thit<;Cumberland  island  being  the  only  place  or 
pcsife^ssion  taken  from  America  in  this  neighbor- 
he^,  which  was  retained  by  me  at  the  date  of  the 
rarification  alluded  to,  I  shall  as  quickly  as  possi- 
blr  evacuate  it.  without  causing  any  destruction  ; 
an-.t  )  shall  leave  on  it,  or  deliver  lo  you,  what- 
evt^public  or  private  property  or  slaves  (origin- 
ally 'captured  here)  remained  upon  the  island  at 
iht'  jate  of  the  ratification. 

1  Lave  not  the  slightest  reason  or  inclination 
to-  ifoubt  the  amicable  disposition  you  state  to 
hafii  actuated  the  British  and  American  Com- 
mjjijoners  in  forming  this  treaty.  It  appears, 
bi^w  ever,  clear  to  me.  by  the  expressions  they  have 
tlv)i|ght  proper  to  adopt  in  it,  that  I  am  only  re- 
qisr^'d  or  authorized   to  make  the  restitution  I 

and  I   must  bee   to  decline 


No.  3. 
Mtsara.  Newell  and  Spalding  to  Admiral  Cockbum  • 
Cdmberland  Island,  March  10,  1815. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  7th  is  before  us  ;  and 
after  the  desire  you  have  been  pleased  to  express 
of  declining  all  discussion  of  your  construction 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  it  only  re- 
mains for  us  to  call  upon  you  for  a  list  of  the 
property,  public  or  private,  and  the  slaves  "origi- 
nally captured  on  Cumberland  island,"  which 
you  have  declared  your  readiness  to  deliver.  It 
is  our  duty  to  add  this  further  and  final  remark, 
that  this  list  will,  we  presume,  include  all  slaves 
originally  captured  on  the  island  of  Cumberland, 
or,  having  come  from  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, have  there  first  fallen  under  the  dominion  of 
the  British  arms  ;  and,  particularly,  that  it  will 
include  all  slaves  and  other  property  taken  or  re- 
ceived since  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  between  our  respective  Governments. 

We  remain,  sir,  &c. 


T.  NEWELL. 
T.  SPALDING. 


Admiral  Cockbcrn. 


No.  4. 
Admiral  Cockbum  to  Metsrs. 


qi|)r<M 


Sewell  and  Spalding. 

HEAOaUARTERS,  CUMBERLAND  IsLAND, 

March  11,  1815. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th  current,  the 
first  part  of  which  obliges  me  to  beg  your  recon- 
sideration of  my  letter  of  the  7ih,  as,  I  believe,  so 
far  from  declining  therein  "all  discussion  of  my 
construction  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
hifr<J  above  stated ;  and  I  must  beg  to  decline  Peace  lately  concluded  between  our  Govern- 
vJhijjring  an  opinion  as  to  whether  The  treaty  is  ments,"  I  have  quoted,  verbatim,  the  major  part 
p^^jerly  worded,  according  to  the  intentions  of  of  it,  and  have  explicitly  stated  to  vou  the  line  of 
lit-'  Commissioners  J  but  1  apprehend,  had  they  j  conduct  which  my  construction  of  the  said  arti- 
wjsbed  to  imply  (as  you  conceive)  '"that  all  pri-  cle  called  upon  me  to  adopt,  in  giving  up  the  ler- 
v^t«  property  and  slaves  in  my  possession,  whe-  j  ritory  possessed  by  the  forces  under  my  orders. 
tU-r' on  land  or  water,  were  lo  be  restored,"  it  j  I  declined  only  entering  into  discussion  re.«pect- 
migjit  have  been  so  specified  without  diflScully  ;  ;  ing  ''captures  made  elsewhere,  and  which  had 
andfalthough  you  observe  there  are  no  slaves,  and  j  been  removed  from  the  places  where  captured 
Lutiittle  private  property  ever  taken  in  "forts,"  prior  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
y{i,|a  continuation  of  the  words  'or  places"  treaty,"  such  not  appearing  to  me  to  come  within 
mai,  perhaps,  do  away  the  diflBculty  which  pre-  |  the  specified  intention  of  the  aforesaid  first  article 
s«io^d  itself  to  you  on  that  point.  Therelore,  |  of  the  treaty;  and  you  will  perceive  by  his  sig- 
genilemen,  in  giving  up  this  place,  in  conformity  1  nature  added  lo  my  letter,  the  Commander-in- 
wiitt  the  treaty  you   have  done  me  the  honor  lo  .  Chief  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  forces  on  the 


idj/j>e[oie  me,  1  must  beg  lo  be  excused  from 
e^^'fing  into  discussion  relative  lo  captures  made 
et'^ewhf  re,  on  land  or  water,  and  which  have  been 
rv^ixbved  from  the  places  where  captured   prior 


North  American  station  concurs  with  me  in  this 
opinion. 

I  have  herewith  the  honor  to  transmit,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  request,  a  list  of  property  and 


t^  tie  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty,  j  slaves  originally  captured  on  Cumberland  island, 


gl  ,-have  the  honor  to  be,  <tc. 


if 

^«:japt. 


f 
»  / 

,  t 


G.  COCKBURN, 

Hear  Admiral. 

Approved :         A.  COCHRANE  . 

Newell  and  T.  Spalding, 
United  States'  Agents. 


I 


and  which  appear  to  have  remained  on  it  at  11 
P.  M.  of  the  17th  ultimo,  the  period  at  which  the 
ratifications  were  exchanged.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c.  G.  COCKBURN, 

Hear  Admiral. 

Capt.  Newell  and  T.  Spalding, 
United  States'  Agent*. 
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A  lUtof  »laT«i  and  property  to  b«  pven  up  with  Cum- 
berland wland,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  lately 
concluded  between  Great  Briuin  and  the  United 
Sutes. 

Jacob,  James  Nightingale,  Step.  Daniel,  John 
Miller,  Harriet,  Cinda,  Jenny.  Riva,  Stephen, 
Peggy,  Joe,  Ellen,  Mobeta,  Leah,  Betty,  Stepney. 
George,  Philly.  Toby,  Morris  Sands,  Ned  Sim 
monds,  Jacky,  Phccbe  Sanders.  Celia,  Mila,  Kate, 
Hannah,  Isaac,  Die,  Old  Sarah,  Die,  Bob,  Jenny, 
Lucy,  Maria,  Alfred,  Sarah.  PrisciUa,  Scipio, 
BfUa,  Jemmy,  Jolly,  Morns.  Prime,  Tom,  0-ciT, 
Andrew.  Clarissa,  Mary,  Morris,  Frank.  Zak. 
Hetiy,  Bina,  Kill,  Jacky,  July,  George,  Frank, 
Lucy,  .Moll,  Harry,  Jack,  Hesther,  Sally,  Monday, 
alias  Lorenzo,  Smart,  James  Herriott.  Parling. 
Alexander  Delony,  Jack,  Betty,  Nanny.  Betty, 
William  Parlin?.  and  Sancho. 

Twenty -I  wo  bales  of  cotton,  a  number  of  horses 
and  mules,  and  some  horned  cattle. 

G.  COCKBURN,  Bear  Admiral. 


No.  5. 


Me*«r$.  yeuiell  and  Spalding  to  Admiral  Cockbum. 
Cumberland  Island,  Mar.  11,  1815. 
Sir:  We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  the  llih  instant,  containing  a  list  of 
slaves  and  other  property  which  had  been  origin- 
ally fouiid  on  Cumberland  island,  and  which  were 
remaining  on  the  island  at  the  raiification  of  the 
Treaiy  of  Peace  by  the  President.     Against  this 
construction  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  we  must  still  protest;  and  we  must  still 
contend,  sir,  that  all  the  property  and  all  the  slaves 
that  were  on  Cumberland  island,  or  in  the  rivers 
and  waters  adjacent  to  the  same,  at  the  ratifica- 
tion ol  the  treaty,  in  the  spirit  of  amity  in  which 
that  article  was  concluded,  should  have  been  re- 
stored ;  and  this  construction  of  the  first  article  of 
the  treaiy  was  the  more  important  to  the  people 
of  the  United  Slates,  as  a  great  proportion  of  the 
properly    taken,  and  a  great    proportion  of  the 
slaves  received,  were  sent  from  the  waters  of  ihe 
United  Slates,  or  from  the  island  of  Cumberland, 
as  late  as  between  the  period  of  the  2d  and  ihe 
5ih  of  March,  and  no  inconsiderable  number  of 
slaves  have  been  sent  on  board  your  shipping  in 
the  oflBng,  even  since  we  have  had  ihe  honor  of 
addressing  to  you  our  firsi  note,  of  the  7th  instant. 
But,  sir,  to  have  pressed  our  construction  of  ihe 
treaiy  after  your  letter  had  been  approved  of  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  (Sir  Alexander  Coch- 
rane.) and  he  had  retired  Irom  the  station,  would 
have  been   something   more  than   useless.     We 
have  then,  sir.  no  alternative  but  to  prefer  this 
affair  lo  our  Government.     We  cannot,  however, 
conclude  this  correspondence  without  acknowl- 
edging the  pleasure  we  feel  at  the  facilities  which 
you  have  otTered  to  all  claimants  of  slaves  to  ob- 
tain their  voluntary  return — facilities  which,  we 
are  sensible,  would  have  been  productive  of  more 
effect  had  more  lime  been  allowed  to  operate. 
And  we  are,  sir,  &c.  T.  NEWELL, 

T.  SPALDING. 
Admiral  C9CKBORN. 


No.  6.* 
Mr.  Spalding  to  Admiral  Cockbum. 
Cumberland  Island,  March  13,  1815. 
Sir:  It  is  with  much  regret   I  have  to  state 
that  of  the  slaves  which  you  have  ordered  to  be 
restored,  as  having  joined  the  British  forces  un- 
der your  command,  afier  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  several  of  them,  now  on  board  the  Regu- 
lus.   Captain    Ramsey,  have   not  been  delivered. 
These  slaves  are  two  of  Mr.  Armstrong's,  (Jan- 
uary antl  Mary  Stubs,)  one  of  the  slaves  of  Mr. 
Miller,  and   the  four  of  Mr.  Copp,  which  were 
yesterday  directed  to  be  given  up.     I  have  to  add, 
that  two  of  the  three  slaves  delivered  up  to  Mr. 
Armstrong,  the  very   night  they  returned  home 
made  their  escape,  and   will   unquestionably  at- 
tempt to  reach  your  ships.     I  must  therefore  re- 
Juest  that  any  of  ihe  above  persons  that  can  be 
uund,  or  any  other  slaves  that  may  join  your 
fleet,  from  the   United    States,  before  ihey  quit 
this  station,  may  be  delivered  over  to  Captain 
Massias,  at  Point  Peire,  or  to  his  ofl^cer  at  Dun- 
eeness.     I  am,  sir,  lespectfully,  «Sc.c. 
^  T.  SPALDING. 

Admiral  Cockbcrn,  Albion. 


D. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from   Thomas  Spalding,  Esq.,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

St.  George's,  (Bermuda,)  May,  1815. 
We  sailed  from  Savannah  on  the  lOih  of  May, 
and  arrived   on   the   19ih  at  Bermuda.     While  I 
was  yet  doubtful  whether  to  apply  to  Governor 
Cockbum.  of  the  Bermudas,  (as  I  soon  under- 
stood  there   were   but  few  American   slaves  re- 
maining  in    his   Government,  except  what  were 
in   the   naval  arsenal  at  Ireland,  and  under  the 
control  of  the  naval  commander.)  1  received  from 
Admiral    Griffith,    through    a    lieutenant   of  the 
British  navy,  an  intimation  that  he  was  desirous 
of  seeing  the  agent  who  was  understood  to  have 
arrived  from  ihe   United    States  to   make  some 
demand  of  slaves  and  property.     I  waited,  there- 
fore, upon  the  Admiral  on  the  20ih  instant,  and 
found  him  very  sick.     I  presented  to  bun  Gene- 
ral Pinckney's  authority,  purporting  to  be  derived 
from  the  President   of  the   United   Slates.     He 
received  me  politely,  appeared  10  me  tote  a  mild 
and  gentlemanly  man  ;  expressed  much  regret  at 
the    circumstance    that    led  lo   the  necessity  of 
making  this  demand,  but  declared  his  inability 
to  afford  any  relief;  confirmed  to  me  what  I  had 
before  learned,  of  most  of  the  slaves  having  been 
sent  to  Halifax.     He  desired  me,  to-morrow,  to 
address  hira  in  writing;  that  he  would  transmit 
my  communication  to  his   Government,  which 
was  all  that  was  in  his  power;  spoke  something 
of  giving  me  facilities  on   board  of  his  ships  to 
see  and  obtain   the  voluntary  return   of  slaves. 
Finding  that  he  was  ill,  and  much  exhausted,  I 
look  my  leave,  and  promised   to  address  him  a 
letter  as  soon  as  1  could  prepare  one. 

Governor  Sir  James  Cockbum  arrived  at  St. 
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Georle's  on  Saturday  evening,  and  on  Monday, 
the,25d,  at  an  early  hour,  I  called  upon  hira.  still 
un^ekrmined  in  my  own  mind  whether  to  make 
raj¥-*plication  to  him  on  the  subject  of  my  mis- 
sion ?r  not.  until  I  knew,  at  least,  that  there  was 
soj4»4hing  in  his  power  to  grant  worth  asking 
for^  •!,  however,  as  I  believed  it  to  be  ray  duty, 
in  ^p  event  of  having  something  to  request, 
pre^ited  to  him  General  Pinckney's  letter  of  au- 
tho^Kiy.  He  instantly  lost  his  temper;  denied 
iny%\»thority  contained  in  that  letter;  declared 
he  ^.-luld  receive  nothing  from  any  one  but  the 
SecJ'^iary  of  State.  After  giving  such  eiplana- 
tio.js^s  I  believed  to  comport  with  my  duty,  I 
fou«i(|  his  irritation  increased  rather  than  dimin- 
isht'J^  He  would  not  permit  me  to  proceed  to 
defjipany  of  tlie  reasons  for  my  mission,  though 
vei'£  jeady,  as  he  said  he  was  bound  in  candor  to 
do,  ft  declare  against  the  American  interpreta- 
tion," <'.f  the  first  article  of  the  treaty;  and  vehe- 
metrtjy  added,  that  he  would  rather  Bermuda. 
an(f;>jfvery  man.  woman,  and  child  in  it,  were 
sun^  jnder  the  sea,  than  surrender  one  slave  that 
hajj'.ought  protection  under  the  flag  of  England. 
I  c|bjld  add  more  itf'  this  spirit,  but  more  is  not 
nec3ssary.  I  withdrew  from  the  Governor,  and 
tra.'^'jQitted  my  letter,  which  was  then  ready,  to 
the  Admiral,  and  which  is  enclosed,  (No.  1.) 

I^  noticed  the  Governor  came  down  to  the 
wlarf  within  a  few  moments  after  my  leaving 
hit^,  find  embarked  in  a  boat.  I  was  then  appre- 
hety^^ve  the  Admiral's  communications  would 
ch^ipj^e  their  complexion  ;  and  this  I  found  to  be 
tO(>;tj-ue,  as  the  enclosed  letter,  (No.  2,)  which  I 
recjijred  late  on  Tuesday,  the  23d,  will  show. 


No.  1. 

•^  \  Mr.  Spalding  to  Rear  Admiral  Grijffith. 

if  St.  George's,  Bermuda,  May  22,  1815. 
S^(|:  I  am  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
Unitt'd  States  the  agent,  and  instructed  by  him 
to  cpjoceed  in  the  first  place  to  Bermuda,  and 
frojtiihence  to  any  other  of  the  colotyes  of  His 
Bfit»nnic  Majt-sty,  for  the  purpose  of  demanding 
th^  Jstoration  of  all  public  or  private  property, 
an,-J  |)articularly  of  all  slaves,  which  have  been 
t^'^i  from  the  United  States  after  the  ratifica- 
tio«i  M  the  treaty,  in  contravention  (as  my  Gov- 
^rftrlent  conceives)  of  the  first  article. 

l>fs  not  my  desire,  iior  is  it  the  desire  of  my 
Gf#f  rnraent,  to  enter  into  any  discussion  on  the 
jujjtife  or  policy  of  taking  private  property,  or  of 
fe.itr,ving  slaves  during   the  continuation  of  the 


w*  i  but  that   war  having  terminated  happily 

fo* 

pe^ 


SDut  tnat   VI 
oth    nation: 
unquestion 


ns,  in   peace,  the   object  of  that 


ably  IS  to  heal  the  wounds  that 
hand  of  w.ir  has  inflicted.  To  do  this  effec- 
li",  there  must  certainly  be  on  both  sides  a 
^i  and  enlightened  construction  of  every 
je  of  the  treaty  ;  but,  above  all,  of  that  ar- 

as   well  as  national 

now  beg  leave  to  in- 

•»  Vour  attention  to  the  words  of  the  first  arli- 

i*o|'  the  treaty;  which  ar^ 


th< 

tu 

lih 

ar 

licib'  in    which    individua 

ri^lj  is  concerned.     I  will 

VI      

cl 


f  rhat  all   territory,   places,   and   possessions 


whatsoever,  taken  from  either  parly  during  the 
war,  or  which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing  of 
this  treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay ,  and 
without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  prop- 
erty originally  captured  in  the  said  foris  or 
places,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty  ;  or 
any  slaves  or  other  private  properly." 

After  a  careful  perusal  of  this  article,  it  very 
naturally  and  forcibly  occurs  to  the  mind  that 
this  article  contains  two  separate  and  distinct 
principles — a  restoration  of  public  property  ;  a 
restitution  of  private  property  ;  that  there  is  a 
manner  of  restitution  liberal  and  enlightened; 
there  is  a  manner  of  restitution  illiberal  and  un- 
friendly, which  the  British  Commissioners,  in 
the  spirit  of  amity  which  dictated  this  article, 
were  determined  to  guard  against,  by  saying. 
•'  that  all  territory,  places,  and  pos^essions,  taken 
during  the  war,  should  be  restored  without  delay, 
and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  artillery  or  other  public  property, 
which  shall  remain  therein  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  this  treaty."  These  condi- 
tions can,  from  their  nature,  have  no  relation  to 
private  property;  they  cannot  be  applied  to  it 
but  by  a  strange  perversion  of  language,  and,  by 
being  so  applied,  the  whole  quality  of  the  article 
becomes  changed  ;  and  instead  of  being  liberal 
and  friendly,  becomes  limited,  illiberal,  and  un- 
friendly. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  was, 
therefore,  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  on  a  de- 
mand, at  the  Chesapeake,  at  Cumberland  island, 
and  in  Louisiana,  of  public  or  private  property, 
or  slaves  that  were  remaining  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  at  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  the  commanding  officers  every- 
where adopted  the  extraordinary  principle,  that 
if  either  public  or  private  property,  or  slaves, 
were  removed  a  single  mile  from  the  place  of 
capture,  they  were  not  restorable,  though  still 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States;  though 
even  under  the  eye  of  the  Commissioners  who 
were  instructed  at  the  .^-everal  points  to  demand 
the  restoration,  and,  in  many  instances,  in  the 
presence  of  the  original  proprietors,  many  days 
after  the  ratification  oi  the  treaty  had  been  noti- 
fied to  the  oflicers  commanding.  Public  and  pri- 
vate property  and  slaves  were  shipped  in  a  period 
of  restored  peace,  in  many  instances  to  the  ruin 
of  the  beholders,  from  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  because,  as  the  commanding  officers  said, 
"  the  property  or  slaves  were  nut  taken  at  the 
particular  point  which  the  British  forces  occu- 
pied at  the  moment  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty."  So  that  all  that  was  necessary  to  make 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  as  far  as  regarded 
private  property  or  slaves,  a  complete  nullity,  as 
the  British  commanders  were  morally  certain  oi 
receiving  the  earliest  intimation  of  the  contents 
of  the  treaty,  they  had  only  to  draw  in  their  out- 
posts, and  to  contract  their  limits  to  points  where 
no  property  and  few  slaves  had  been  taken.  This 
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was  conspicuously  the  case  in  Georgia.  Much 
property  was  taken  at  St.  Mary's,  and  some  ne- 
groes ;  at  St.  Simon's  some  cotton  and  other 
property,  and  many  hundred  slaves ;  from  St. 
Simon's  the  British  forces  were  withdrawn  but 
four  days  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
and  two  hundred  British  troops  occupied  St. 
Mary's  for  a  day  and  a  night  even  after  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty.  Yet.  sir.  because  the.se 
two  places  had  not  remained  in  the  uniform  pos- 
session of  the  British  forces  to  the  very  moment 
of  the  ratification,  all  the  property  and  all  the 
slaves  taken  at  either,  and  placed  in  deposite  at 
Cumberland,  were  considered  without  the  pale 
of  its  operation      Here   I  flatter  myself  1  might 


erty."  In  that  case,  both  interests,  the  public 
and  the  private,  would  have  been  subject  to  the 
same  restraint.  But,  by  separating  them  from 
each  other,  and  putting  the  restrictive  words  im- 
mediately after  "artillery  and  other  public  prop- 
erty," it  shows  that  it  was  intended  to  confine 
their  operation  to  those  objects  only,  excluding 
from  it  "  slaves  and  other  private  property." 

I  will  now  close  my  letter  to  you  by  stating, 
that  at  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  on 
the  17th  of  February. forty  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  other  produce,  and  other 
goods,  were  on  Cumberland  island,  or  in  the  ship 
Countess  Harcourt  and  others,  taken  at  St.  .Mary's 
and  in  its  vicinity;   and  that  those  ships  lay  at 


I  01  Its  operation      nere   i  nauer  niyseu  i  mij^ui  . -••-  .........>.....,,   ___..._.   -.-.,         , 

rest,   with   assurance   of  your  according   m  the    that  time  in  the  Cumberland  river,  within  a  short 


justice  of  the  construction  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  ha-^  given  to  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty,  in  expecting  that  all  public 
or  private  property,  or  slaves,  which  had  been 
taken  or  received  by  the  British  forces  during  the 
war,  and  which  remained  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  at  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  whether  on  the  land  or  within  the  ac- 
knowledged waters,  would  be  restored. 

But,  not  to  be  wanting  to  myself,  and  not  to 
be  wanting  to  my  Government,  I  must  reluct 


distance  of  the  shore  ;  that  the  Countess  Harcourt 
and  the  ship  Maria  Theresa  had  taken  refuge  in 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  province  of  East  Florida; 
they  depended  upon  the  neutrality  of  their  situa- 
tion for  protection,  and  made  no  resistance  ;  that 
about  seven  hundred  out  of  seven  hundred  and 
thirty  negroes  that  joined  the  British  forces  from 
Georgia  were  on  Cumberland  island,  or  in  the 
ships  so  taken  and  then  lying  in  Cumberland 
river.  The  first  of  these  negroes,  excepting  a  few 
that  had  departed  in  ships  of  war.  left  the  United 


ter,  between  public  property,  to  which  the  limi-  , 
tation  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  relates,  and  | 
which  enlarges  and  liberalizes  its  operation,  and  . 
its  application  to  slaves  and  private  property,  I 
which  would  limit  and  make  null  its  operations.  ! 
There  may  be,  and  often  is,  a  strong  motive  j 
for  destroying  public,  when  there  can  be  none  tor  ] 
destroying  private  property.  It  frequently  hap-  , 
pens,   in    surrendering    territory   by    a  treaty  of! 


anlly  trespass  upon   your  lime   while   I  enforce  {  States  in  the  Countess  Harcourt  on  the  19th  ot 
the  distinction  I  drew  in  the  first  part  of  my  let-    February  ;    that   many    hundreds   of    thern    left 

Cumberland   island  m   the  night  of  the  oth  ot 

March,  and  after  I  bad  had  myself  the  honor  of 
demanding  them,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales, 
from  Admiral  Cockburn.  I  have  not  yet  been 
furnished  by  my  Government  with  a  list  of  slaves 
or  private  property  that  were  either  at  Tangier 
island  or  in  Louisiana,  liable  to  restitution  under 
the  first  article;  but  from  the  public  papers  we 
are  assured  of  the  fact,  and  a  few  days  will  put 
peace,  that  the  party  withdraWiog  stipulates  a  I  me  in  possession  of  the  necessary  evidence  of  the 
right  to  destroy  the  fortifications  in  its  posses-  property  and  slaves  so  situated.  The  documents 
sion  and  to  carry  away  or  destroy  the  artillery  !  m  support  ol  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  property 
and  munitions  of  war  in  them  ;  but  it  is  believed  and  slaves  from  Georgia,  I  shall  be  ready  at  any 
that  no  example  can  be  found  of  a  stipulation  to    time  to  present  to  you. 

authorize  the  destruction  of  private  property  of  And  I  beg  you,  Mr  to  believe  that,  il  in  any 
any  kind,  especially  slaves.  Equally  strange  ;  part  of  this  letter  I  have  used  strong  language  it 
would  a  stipulation  be  not  to  destroy  them.  is  far  from  my  intention  to  ofl^end,  lor  I  feel  lully 

The  terms  of  the  article  preserve  this  distinc-  assured  my  Government  rejoices  at  the  restora- 
tion between  public  and  private  property  in  a  non  of  the  relations  of  peace,  and  fondly  hopes 
guarded  manner.  t  '''■'   neither    time  nor  circumstance  will  again 

All  territory,  places,  and  possessions,  (with  a  '  alienate  two  nations  that  manners,  and  customs, 
particular  exception,)  shall  be  restored,  without  I  and  language,  and  mutual  interest  should  unite. 


destroying  or  carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery 
or  other  public  property,  originally  captured  in 
the  said  forts  or  places,  and  which  remain  there 
upon  the  exchange  of  ratifications.  So  far,  the 
stipulation  acts  upon  proper  subjects,  and  con- 
forms to  usage.  Extend  it  to  slaves  and  other 
private  property,  and  how  inconsistent  and  un- 
natural the  application  !     Had   it   been  intended 


I  am,  i&c. 
THOMAS  SPALDING, ^g-erU  U.S. 

Rear  Admiral  Griffith.  <fcc. 


No.  2. 
Admiral  Griffith  to  Mr.  Spalding. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Bulwark, 

Bermuda,  May  23,  1815. 

_, „ ^ , Sir:    I  have   to  acknowledge    the  receipt  of 

propert",  the  terms  '"  originally  captured  in  the  |  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  informing  me  that 
said  forts  or  places,  and  wnich  shall  remain  there-  you  are  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
in  on  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  States  the  agent,  and  instructed  by  hun  to  pro- 
treaty."  would  have  followed  at  the  end  of  the  ceed,  in  the  first  place,  to  Bermuda,  and  frooa 
sentence  after  "slaves  and   other   private  prop-  I  thence  to  any  other  of  the  colonies  of  His  Bri- 


to  put  slaves  and  other  private  property  on  the  | 
same    ground    with   artillery    and    other    j)ublic 
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(■sinic  Majesly,  for  the  purpose  of  demanding  the 
rfi^oraiion  of  ail  public  or  private  property,  and 
M|ticularly  of  all  slaves  who  have  been  taken 
fulfn  the  United  Stales  after  the  ratification  of 
ih]  treaty,  in  contravention  (as  your  Government 


fiofceives)  of  the  first  article. 


ad  I  felt  myself  authorized  or  qualified  to 
^ijicT  into  a  discussion  of  the  several  topics  your 
lifrter  embraces,  it  would,  in  the  first  place,  have 
t^Jn  my  duiy   to   call   upon  you  to  produce  the 

tjlhority  under  which  you  have  come  to  these 
linds  on  a  mission  of  this  public  nature;  for  I 
ikr4Nume,  as  you  state  your  appointment  to  be  by 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  that  the  letter 
put  into  my  hand  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
t^ng  you  the  day  before  yesterday,  (and  which. 
*'  (  recollect  right,  was  signed  "Pinckney,"  who 
jijj)  informed  me  was  a  Major  General  in  theser- 
yife  of  the  United  States,)  is  not  the  only  aulhor- 
.^yjyou  are  in  possession  of.  However,  sir,  it  is 
djbjiie  unnecessary  to  take  this  preliminary  step, 
i>i  the  subject  of  your  letter  appearing  to  me 
ifiKte  properly  to  belong  to  our  respective  Gov- 
«^i*ments  to  discuss,  than  to  the  officers,  military 
^tiaval,  of  either,  the  regular  channel  through 
Al.Nch  to  make  any  applications  of  the  nature  of 
^he  alluded  to  in  it  I  should  suppose  would  be 
tt)e"^riiish  Minister  resident  in  the  United  Stales. 
^  :hi3,  how.ver,  as  it  may,  I  consider  it  entirely 
v^(of  my  province  to  enter  into  either  negotiation 
^<[Ji-cussion  with  you  on  them;  and  the  more 
<,i|r,,frum  having  learned,  since  you  called  upon 
iTie*  that  the  subject  of  your  mission  to  these 
ii^4iids  had  been  fully  discus&ed  between  Rear 
^t^iiiral  Cockburn  (before  he  left  the  coast  of 
Rlfrida)  and  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
(Je'/ernraeat  of  the  United  Slates;  and  that  all 
Pppr^oos  then  in  possession  of  the  British,  who 
fft^ld  possibly  be  considered  as  coming  within  the 
ixok-t  liberal  con>-iruclion  of  the  treaty,  had  been 
i^tored  ;  and  that  the  rear  admiral's  conduct  and 

Jcisions  had  been  fuily  approved  by  the  late 
^nraander-in-Chief,  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane, 
Cumberland  island, 
'l  shall  not  fail  to  transmit  your  letter  to  my 
Government;  and  it  might,  at  the  same  lime,  be 
^i-faciory  for  a  copy  of  the  authority  under 
tklfich  you  have  come  lo  these  islands  to  accom- 
0uy  it,  should  you  think  proper  lo  furnish  me 
^•jh  one. 

.fCueed  scarcely  observe  that  it  will  be  a  loss  of 
%'f  y^''  wailing  here  for  the  documents  alluded 
t^t^  the  last  paragraph  but  one  of  your  letter,  or 
^:^|iing  any  other  British  islands  or  settlements 
f»r''he  purposes  set  forth  in  your  said  letter;  for 
^ia  venture  to  assure  you  tliat  there  is  not  any 
il^tiiority   at  either  competent  lo  deliver  up  per- 

tu-.  who,  during  the  late  war,  placed  themselves 
icier  the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  or  prop- 
I  liy  which  may  have  been  captured  during  the 
(yftlinuance  uf  hostilities. 

i  .  I  am,  sir,  <]cc. 


"^  Thomas  Spai-ding,  Esq. 


EDWARD  GRIFFITH. 

Rear  Admiral,  ^c. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  at 

London,  June  23,  1815. 
I  further  observed  that  the  British  Admiral  sta- 
tioned in  the  Chesapeake  had  declined  restoring 
slaves  that  he  bad  taken,  under  a  construction  of 
ihe  first  article  of  the  treaty  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  considered  erroneous, 
and  which  I  presumed  this  Government  would 
likewise  so  consider  ;  that  a  reference  to  the  ori- 
ginal draught  of  the  British  projet,  and  to  an  al- 
teration proposed  by  us  and  assented  to  by  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  would  immediately 
show  the  incorrectness  of  this  construction.  He 
said  he  thought  it  would  be  best  to  refer  this  mat- 
ter to  the  gentlemen  who  were  authorized  to 
confer  with  us  on  ihe  subject  of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce. He  asked  me  if  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Gal- 
latin had  communicated  to  me  what  had  passed 
between  ihem  and  this  Government  on  that  head. 
I  said  they  had.  After  inquiring  whether  I  was 
joined  in  that  commission,  he  said  that  the  same 
person  had  been  appointed  to  treat  with  us  who 
had  concluded  with  us  the  Treaty  at  Ghent,  and 
that  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  had  been  added  lo  them.  They 
had  already  had  some  conferences  with  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Gallatin,  and  their  powers  were  now 
made  out  and  ready  for  them  to  proceed  in  the 
negotiation. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adam*  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  at 

London,  Auguft  15,  1815. 

Sir  :  The  departure  of  Mr.  Bagot  having  been 
some  lime  delayed,  and  the  private  accounts  from 
the  United  States  received  here  indicating  the 
actual  continuance  of  Indian  hostilities  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty,  by  an  official  communication  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, to  pres.s  for  tbesurrenderof  Michilimack- 
inac,  and  to  apprize  them  that  payment  would 
be  claimed  for  the  value  of  the  slaves  carried  away 
in  contravention  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith, 
a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lord  Castiereagh  on  ibis 
occasion.  I  had  mentioned  to  him  the  sutject 
of  the  slaves  in  ray  first  interview,  and  he  had  then 
expressed  an  intention  to  refer  it  to  the  Commis- 
sioners with  whom  we  were  then  negotiating  the 
commercial  convention  ;  but  they  received  no  in- 
structions  relative  to  it,  and  considered  their  pow- 
ers as  limited  to  the  objects  upon  which  my  col- 
leagues were  authorized  conjointly  with  me  to 
treat. 


Extract  from  Mr.  Adumt's  letter  to  Lord  Castiereagh, 

dated 

August  9.  1815. 

My  Lord  :  In  two  several  conferences  with  your 

Lordship,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  the 

refusalot  His  Majesly'snavalcommanders,  who,at 

the  restoration  ol  peace  between  the  United  Stales 
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and  Great  Britain,  were  stationed  on  the  American 
coast,  to  restore  the  slaves    taken    by  them  from 
their  ow  ners  in  the  United  States  during  the  war, 
and  then  in  their  possession,  notwithstanding  the 
stipulation  in   the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  that  suchslaves  shouldnot  be  carried  away. 
Presuming  that  you  are  in  possession  of  the  cor- 
respondence on  this  subject  which  has  passed  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United  States 
and  Mr.  Baker,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  lo 
repeat  the  demonstration  thai  the  carrying  away 
of  these  slaves  is  incompatible  with  the  terras  of 
Ibe  treaty.     But  as  a  reference  to  the  documents 
of  the  negotiation  at  Ghent  may  serve  to  elucidate 
the  intentions  of  the  contracting  parlies,  I  am  in- 
duced to  present  them  lo  your  consideration,  in 
hopes  that  the  Minister  of  His  Majesty,  now  about 
to  depart  for  the  United  States,  may  be  authorized 
to  direct  the  restitution  of  the  slaves  conformably 
lo  the  treaty,  or  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
value  of  those  carried  away  contrary  to  that  stip- 
lution,  which,  in  the  event  of  their  not  being  re- 
stored, I  am    instructed  by  my  Government  to 
claim. 

The  first  projet  of  the  Treaty  at  Ghent  was 
offered  by  the  American  Plenipoteniiaries,and  that 
part  of  the  first  article  relating  to  slaves  was  there- 
in expressed  in  the  following  manner: 

"All  territory,  places,  and  possessions,  without 
exception,  taken  by  either  party  from  the  other 
during  the  war.  or  which  may  be  taken  after  the 
signing  of  this  treaty,  shall  be  restored  without 
delay,  and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or 
carrying  away  any  other  public  property;  or 
any  slaves  or  other  private  properly. 

The  projet  was  returned  by  the  British  Pleni- 
poieniiaries  with  the  proposal  of  several  altera- 
tions, and,  among  the  rest,  in  this  part  of  the  first 
article,  which  they  proposed  should  be  so  changed 
as  to  read  thus  : 

'•All  territory,  places  and  possessions,  without 
exception,  belonging  to  either  parly,  and  taken  by 
the  other  during  the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken 
after  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  shall  be  restored 
without  delay,  and  without  causing  any  destruc- 
tion, or  carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery  or 
other  public  properly,  or  any  slaves  or  other  pri- 
vate property,  originally  captured  in  the  said  forts 
or  places,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty." 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  this  proposal,  the 
words  "  originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or 
places,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the 
ratifications  of  this  treaty."  operated  as  a  modifi- 
cation of  Ihe  article  as  originally  proposed  m  the 
American  projet.  Instead  of  stipulating  that  no 
property,  public  or  private,  artillery  or  slaves, 
should  be  carried  away,  ihey  limited  the  prohibi- 
tion of  removal  to  all  such  property  as  had  been 
originally  captured  in  the  forts  and  places,  and 
should  remain  there  at  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications. They  included  within  the  limitation 
private  as  well  as  public  properly  ;  and  had  the 
article  been  assented  to  m  this  form  by  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries,  and  ratified  by  their  Gov- 


ernment, It  would  have  warranted  the  construc- 


tion which  the  British  commanders  hare  given 
to  ihe  article  as  it  was  ultimately  agreed  to,  and 
which  It  cannot  admit ;  for.  by  a  reference  to  the 
protocol  of  conference  held  on  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814.  there  will  be  found  among  the  altera- 
tions to  the  amended  projet.  proposed  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  the  following: 

*'  Transpose  alterations  consisting  of  the  words 
"originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places, 
and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,'  after  the  words 
public  property." 

''Agreed  to  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries." 
It  itius  appears  that  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries admitted,  with  regard  lo  artillery  and  pub- 
lic  properly,  the  limitation  which  was  proposed 
by  the  British  projet.  but  that  they  did  not  assent 
to  it  with  regard  to  slaves  and  private  property; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  asked  such  a  trans- 
position of  ihe  words  of  limitation  as  would  leave 
ihem  applicable  only  to  artillery  and  public  prop- 
erty, and  would  except  slaves  and  private  prop- 
erly   from  their   operation    altogether;  that  the 
British  Plenipoientiaries  and  Government,  by  this 
proposed  transposition  of  the  words,  had  full  no- 
lice  of  the  views  of  the  other  contracting  party, 
in  adhering  lo  the  generality  of  the  prohibition  to 
carry  away    slaves  and  private  property,  while 
acquiescing  in  a  limitation  with  respect  to  ar- 
tillery  and  public   property.     With   this  Dotice. 
the  British  Governmentagreed  lo  the  transposition 
of  the  words;  and  accordingly,  that   part  of  the 
article    as    ratified    by  both    Governments    now 
stands  thus  : 

"All  territory,  places,  and  possessions  whatso- 
ever, taken  by  either  party  from  the  other  during 
the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing 
of  this  treaty,  excepting  only  the  island  herein- 
after mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay, 
and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  property, 
originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places, 
and  whichshallremain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty;  or  any  slaves 
or  other  private  property." 

From  this  view  of  the  stipulation,  as  originally 
proposed  at  the  negotiation  ai  Ghent,  as  subse- 
quently modified  by  the  proposals  of  the  respec- 
tive Plenipotentiaries,  and  as  finally  agreed  to  by 
both  the  contracting  parlies,  I  trust  it  will  remain 
evident,  that,  in  evacuating  all  places  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  in  departing 
from  their  waters,  the  British  commanders  were 
bound  not  lo  carry  away  any  slaves,  or  other 
private  properly  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  been  taken  on  their  shores. 
Had  the  construction  of  the  article  itself  been  in 
any  degree  equivocal,  this  statement  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  drawn  up  would  have  sufficed 
to  solve  every  doubt  of  its  meaning.  It  would 
also  show  that  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  were 
not  unaware  of  its  purport,  as  understood  by  those 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  I  am  instructed  to 
urge  lis  execution. 
*  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

Lord  Castlereagh. 
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Great  Britain — Deportation  of  Slaves. 


"ijract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  I  agreed  to  with  regard  to  public  property  would 


of  State,  dated 

AconsT  22,  1815. 
i  Jleferring.  then,  to  the  contents  of  ray  letter  of 
t«r<  9th   instant  to  Lord  Castlereagh,   which   he 
^t]  seen.  I  told  him  (Lord  Liverpool)  that,  hav- 
jji'  expected   Mr.  Bagot  was  on  the  eve  of  his 
|,"?pariure,  I  l»ad    been   anxious  that  he  raight  go 
jpjrcvided    with   instructions   which   raight   give 
'^tjsfaction    to   the  Government   of  the   United 
5*ij|tes  with  regard  to  the  execution  of  two  very 
itn^ortant  stipulations   in  the   Treaty  of  Ghent, 
^t  said  that,  as  to  the  surrender  of  Michilimacki- 
*ie,  there  could   be  no   sort  of  difficulty.     The 
^ders  for  its  evacuation    had   been   long  since  j 
ivj^n.     It  was  merely  the  want  of  barracks  for  i 
lejr  troops  that   had   occasioned  a   momentary 
^liiy,  and    he  bad   no  doubt  that  the  fort  had  ' 
Ven  before  this  delivered  up.     There  never  had  ' 
[•fQ  for  a  moment  the  intention,  on  the  part  of, 
ie   British    Government,    to    retain    any    place  ! 
^hich  they  had  stipulated  to  restore.     But,  with  ' 
— -s^ect  to  the   slaves,    they   certainly  construed  ' 
l-y  differently  from  the  American  Government  j 
i-^'.f  stipulalious  relating  to  them.     They  thought  | 
'^at  it  applied  only  to  the  slaves  in  the  forts  and 
pjices  which,  having  been  taken  during  the  war, 
»_«ire  to  be  restored  at  the  peace.     I  said  that,  in- 
(^pendenl  ol    the   construciion  of  the  sentence 
jch  so  strongly  marked  the  distinction  between 
|«r  artillery    and    public    property,    and    slaves 
Jtj   private  property. 

hide   had    been    drawn    up.  demonstrated,   be- 
Ind    all    question,   that   a    distinction    between 
;m  was  intended   and  understood   by  both  par- 
rs.    The  first  projet  of  the  treaty  had  been  pre- 
ited  by  us.     This  had  been  required,  and  even 
.  '.Tsted    upon   by    the  British   Plenipotentiaries. 
'Ahe  article  was,  therefore,  drawn  up  by  us,  and 


reduce  them  to  a  dead  letter.  He  said  that  per- 
haps the  British  Plenipotentiaries  had  agreed  to 
the  transposition  of  the  words  there  at  Ghent 
without  referring  to  the  Government  here;  aod 
that,  although  the  inteniioo  of  the  parties  raight 
be  developed  by  reference  to  the  course  of  the 
negotiations,  yet  the  ultimate  construction  must 
be  upon  the  words  of  the  treaty  as  they  stood. 
He  would  see  Mr.  Goulburn,  and  inquire  of  hira 
how  they  understood  this  transposition  ;  but  cer- 
tainly, for  himself,  (and  he  could  speak  for  the 
whole  Government  here.)  he  had  considered 
them  only  as  promising  not  to  carry  away  slaves 
from  the  places  which  were  occupied  by  their 
forces,  and  which  they  were  to  evacuate.  There 
were,  perhaps,  few  or  no  slaves  in  the  places  then 
occupied  by  them,  but  there  was  a  probability,  at 
the  time  when  the  treaty  was  signed,  that  New 
Orleans  and  other  parts  of  the  Southern  States 
might  he  in  their  possession  at  the  time  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications.  If  they  had  un- 
derstood the  words  to  imply  that  persons  who, 
from  whatever  motive,  had  taken  refuge  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  forces,  should  be 
delivered  up  to  those  who,  to  say  the  least,  must 
feel  unkindly  towards  them,  and  might  treat 
them  harshly,  they  would  have  objected  to  it. 
Something  else  (he  could  not  say  what)  would 
have  been  proposed.  I  said  I  had  referred  to  the 
jMi/ptiiy,  «iiu  .-.<»» <rc  I  progress  of  the  negotiation  and  the  protocol  of 
the  process  by  which  the  I  conferences,  only  as  confirming  what  I   thought 

^ — -'    "--      the  evident  purport  of  the  words  of  the  treaty. 

To  speak  in  perfect  candor,  I  would  not  under- 
take to  say  that  the  British  Plenipotentiarieb  had 
taken  a  view  of  the  subject  diflerent  from  that  of 
their  Government;  but  certainly  we  had  drawn 
up  the  article  without  any  anticipation  that  New 
Orleans  or  other  Southern  ports,  not  then  in  their 


U  intention  certainly  was  to  secure  the  restora-  i 
both  of  the  public  and    private  property,  in-  ' 
jwding  slaves,  which    had    been   in  any  manner  '■ 
Iptured  on  shore  during  the  war.     The  projet  j 
^js  returned  to  us  with   a   limitation   upon  the  I 
■'-toration  of  the  property,  whether  public  or  pri-  ' 
'  'lie,  to  such  as  had  been  in  the  places  when  cap-  | 
Ijjred,  and  should  remain  there  at  the  time  of  the  ' 
iij*cuation.     We  assented  to  this  so  far  as  re- 
l^hds  artillery  and   public    property,   which,   by  ' 
l^  usages  ot'  war,  is  liable  to   be  taken  and  re-  ! 
■|ii|red,  but  not  with  regard  to   private  property  \ 
hi  slaves,  which  we  thought  should,  at  all  events.  | 
Ue-lored,  because  they  ought  never  to  have  been  | 
tikiien.     We,  therefore,  proposed  the  transposition 
ojjhe  words,  aa  stated  in  my  letter  to  Lord  Castle- 
fi'i^h.     The  construction  upon  which  the  British  ' 
Cfl^manders  have  carried  away  the  slaves  would  ' 
aa\«ul  the  whole  effect  of  the  transposition  of  the 
words.     Artillery   and    public    property    had,  of 
ci^se,   been  found,  and    could,  therefore,  be  re- 
stjsifed  almost  or  quite  exclusively  in  the  forts  or 
p^^es  occupied  by  troops.     But  there  was  not, 
p^^aps,  a  slave  to  carry  away  in  all  those  which 
^ie  occupitd   by  the  British  when  the   treaty 
v^  concluded;  and   to  confine  the  stipulation 
ruling  to  slaves  within  the  same  limits  as  those 


po.'^session.  would,  at  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
be  occupied  by  them.  Our  intentions  were  to 
provide  that  no  slaves  should  be  carried  away. 
We  had  no  thought  of  disguising  or  concealing 
those  intentions. 

Had  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  asked  of  us 
an  explanation  of  our  {iroposal  to  transpose  the 
words,  we  should  certainly  have  given  it  ;  we 
evidently  had  an  object  in  making  the  proposal, 
and  we  thought  the  wonls  themselves  fully  dis- 
closed it.  Our  object  was  the  rejtoraiion  of  all 
property,  including  slaves,  which,  by  the  usages 
of  war  among  civilized  nations,  ought  not  to 
have  been  taken.  All  private  property  on  shore 
was  of  that  description.  It  was  entitled,  by  the 
laws  of  war.  to  exemption  from  capture.  Slaves 
were  private  property.  Lord  Liverpool  said  that 
he  thought  ihey  could  not  be  considered  pre- 
cisely under  the  general  denomination  of  private 
property;  a  table  or  a  cltair,  for  instance,  might 
be  taken  and  restored  without  changing  its  con- 
dition, but  a  living  and  human  being  was  enti- 
tled to  other  considerations.  I  replied  that  the 
treaty  had  marked  no  such  distinction  ;  the  words 
implicitly  recognised  slaves  as  private  properly 
in  the  article  alluded  to— -"slaves  or  other  private 


properly."     Not  that  I  meant  to  deny  the  princi- 
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pie  assumed   by  him:  most  certainly   a   living, 
sentient   being,  and   still  more  a  human  being. 
was  to  be  regarded  in  a  different   light  from  the 
inanimate  matter  of  which  other  private  property 
might  consist.     And  if.   on   the  ground  of  that 
difference,  the   British    Plenipotentiaries   had  ob- 
jected to  restore  the  one  while  consenting  to  re- 
store the  other,  we  should  readily  have  discussed 
the  subject ;  we  might  have  accepted  or  objected 
to  the   proposal   they   would    have    made.     But 
what   could    that    proposal    have    been  ?     Upon 
what  ground  could   Great   Britain   have  refused 
to  restore  them?     Was  it  because  they  had  been 
seduced  away  from  their  masters  by  the  promises 
of  British  officers?     But  had   they  taken  New 
Orleans,  or  any  other  Southern    city,  would    not 
all   the  slaves  in  it  have  had  as  much  claim  to 
the  benefit  of  such  promises  as  the  fugitives  from 
their  masters  elsewhere?     How,  then,  could  the 
place,  if  It  had  been  taken,  have  been  evacuated 
according  to  the  treaty,  without  carrying  away 
any  slaves,  if  the  pledge  of  f^uch  promises  was  to 
protect  them  from  being  restored  to  their  owners  ? 
ll  was  true,  proclamations  inviting  slaves  to  de- 
sert from  their  masters,  had  been  issued  by  Brit- 
ish officers.     We  considered  them  as  deviations 
from  the  usages  of  war.     We  believed  that  the 
British  Government  itself  would,  when  the  hos- 
tile passions  arising  from  the  state  of  war  should 
subside,  consider  them    in  the  same    light;  that 
Great  Britain  would  then  be  willin?  to  restore 
the  property,  or  to  indemnify  the  sufferers  by  its 
loss.     If  she  fell  bound  to  make  good  the  prom- 
ises of  her  officers  to  the  slaves,  she  might  still 
be  willing   to  do  an  act  of  justice  by  compen- 
sating the  owners  of  the  slaves  for  the  property 
which   had   been    irregularly  taken    from   them. 
Without  entering  into  a  discussion  which  might 
have  been  at  once  unprofitable  and  irritating,  she 
might  consider  this  engagement  only  as  a  prom- 
ise to  pay  to  the  owners  of  the  slaves  the  valoe 
of  those  of  them  which  might  be  carried  away. 
Lord  Liverpool  manifested  no  dissatisfaction  at 
these  remarks,  nor  did  he  attempt  to  justify  the 
proclamation  to  which  I  particularly  alluded. 


to  Mr.  Baker,  or  the  statement  of  the  proof  with 
regard  to  the  meaning  of  the  article,  resulting 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  drawn  up 
and  agreed  to.  The  substance  of  what  he  said 
was,  that,  in  agreeing  to  the  article  as  it  stands, 
they  had  not  been  aware  that  it  would  bind  them 
to  restore  the  slaves  whom  their  officers  had  en- 
ticed away  by  promises  of  freedom. 

The  case  of  these  slaves,  carried  away  from 
Cumberland,  seems  not  even  to  admit  of  the  dii- 
tinction  to  which  Mr.  Baker  and  Lord  Liverpool 
resorted:  yet  the  prospect  of  obtaining  either  res- 
toration  or  indemnity   appears  to   be   not  more 
favorable  in    this  case  than  many  others  of  the 
same  class.     If  there  were  any  probability  that 
this  Government  would   admit  the  principle  of 
making  indemnity,  it  would  become  necessary  for 
me  to  remark  that  the  list  of  slaves  transmitted 
to  me,  and  of  which  I  have  sent  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh a  copy,  is  not  an  authenticated  document; 
It  is,  itself  merely  a  copy  of  a  paper,  under  the 
simple  signature  of  two  persons,  one  of  them  an 
officer  in   the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  other  apparently  a  private  individual.     It  can 
scarcely  be  expected   that   the   British   Govern- 
ment, or.  indeed,  any  other,  would  grant  a  large 
sum  of  indemnities  upon  evidence  of  this  descrip- 
tion.    Neither   could    I   feel    myself  prepared  to 
bargain  for   the  value  of  these  slaves,  according 
to  a  general  conjectural  estimate  of  their  value. 
I   have  made  the  offer,  under  the  full  conviction 
that  it  will  not  be  accepted.     But  if  indemnity 
should  ever  be  consented  by  this  Government  to 
be  made,  the  claims  are  of  a  nature  to  be  settled 
only  by  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  authorized  to 
scrutinize,  in  judicial  forms,  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  them.     I  have  also  thought  it  would  give 
a  further  sanction    to  the  claim,  to  advance  it 
while  offering  still  to  this  Government  the  alter- 
native of  restoring  the  slaves  themselves. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Monroe, 

dated 
London,  September  5,  1815. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have 
this  day  addressed  Lord  Castlereagh,  claiming 
payment  from  the  British  Government  for  the 
slaves  carried  away  from  Cumberland  island  and 
the  adjoining  waters,  after  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  and  in  contravention  to  one  of 
the  express  stipulations  of  that  treaty. 

My  preceding  despatches.  Nos.  9  and  10,  will 
have  informed  you  of  the  steps  I  had  taken  by 
an  official  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  by  a 
personal  interview  with  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  previous  to  the  receipt 
of  your  last  instructions.  The  letter  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  has  hitherto  remained  unanswered, 
and  Lord  Liverpool  made  no  attempt  to  answer 
either  the  reasoning  of  your  letter  on  the  subject 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  CastUreagk. 

London.  Sept.  5,  1815. 

My  Lord:  In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  addressing  to  your  lordship  on  the  9th  of 
August  last.  I  stated  that  I  had  been  instructed 
by  my  Government  to  claim  the  payment  of  the 
value  of  the  slaves  carried  away  from  the  United 
States  by  the  British  naval  commanders  stationed 
on  the  American  coast,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
press stipulation  to  the  contrary  in  the  first  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  the  event  that  such 
slaves  should  not  be  restored  to  their  owners. 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  list  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  iwo  slaves  taken  in  the  State  of  Georgia 
by  the  forces  under  the  command  of  Hear  Ad- 
miral Cockburn.  and  carried  away  after  the  rati- 
fication of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  from  Cumber- 
land island,  or  the  waters  adjacent  to  the  same, 
which  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States,  with  a  new 
instruction  to  claim  the  indemnity  justly  due  to 
the  owners,  to  the  full  value  of  each  slave. 
Should  His  Majesty's  Government  now  prefer  to 
restore  the  slaves,  who  must  yet  be  m  ibeir  pos- 
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V'isioQ  or  that  of  their  officers,  it  is  presumed  to 
5»^  still  practicable;  but  their  removal  having 
U:yxi  in  contr&ventioD  of  the  express  stipulation 
•A«the  treaty,  it  is  to  the  faith  of  Great  Britain, 
X'rdged  by  that  stipulation,  that  the  United  States 
lali  alone  recur  for  indemnification  to  the  owners 
\)A  the  loss  of  their  property,  if  the  slaves  are  not 
ji^ored. 

l.^f  it  should  be  deemed  expedient  rather  to  make 
!«)%  compensation  than  to  restore  the  slaves  to 
(Jrtir  owners,  I  am  authorized  to  enter  into  such 
^.-angemenis  as  may  be  thought  proper  for  as- 
t^iaining  the  aruount  of  th«  indemnity  to  be 
^  ;de,  and  settling  the  manner  in  which  it  may 
Jf*;allowed. 
*"  •       I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c., 

JOHN  Q,UINCY  ADAMS. 


i 


* 


ord  Viscount  Castlkreagh,  dec. 


^/jract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Monroe, 

dated 


M 


London,  Sept.  26,  1815. 
^•|  have  no{  yet  received  any  answer  to  either 
t#sfi(hose  which  I  addresstd  to  Lord  Castlereagh 
A)  Relation. to  the  slaves  carried  away  in  violation 
ff\he  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 


^c^y  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  iMrd  Bathurst. 

:^  25  CuARLE3  Street, 

5»^  Westminster,  October  7,  1815. 

]["NIy  Lord;  The  documents  of  which  I  have 
row  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  lordship  cop- 
'.'s,  have  bttn  transmitted  to  me  from  the  Gov- 
erj^ment  of  the  United  States,  with  instructions 
to^pply  to  tiiat  of  His  Majesty  for  the  resiiiuiion 
."^j~«ihe  slaves  relerred  to  in  them,  or  for  indemnity 
•fol their  proprietor,  Raleigh  W.  Downman,  for 
tit  loss  of  them.  In  the  cases  which  I  have 
If^retofore  presented  to  the  consideration  of  His 
l^t^jesty's  Government,  and  concerning  which  I 
;ini  yet  waiting  for  the  honor  of  an  answer,  I 
^dve  deemed  it  sufficient  to  state,  in  support  of 
iiie  documents  furnished,  the  simple  fact  of  the 
Ifclmg  and  carrying  away  of  the  slaves,  and  the 

fjpeal  to  tht.'  plain  and  explicit  stipulation  in  the 
r*aty  of  Ghent,  which  has  been  thereby  violated. 
J)iV,  in  addition  to  these  grounds  of  claim,  it  can- 
<j3^  escape   your  lordship's  discernment,  that  in 
^v  present  case  there  are  circumstances  which 
wniitle  it  to   peculiar  regard,  independent  of  the 
^otageraent   in   the  treaty — these  slaves  having 
tkeln  taken  and  carried  away  by  a  British  officer, 
"l^iile  himself  under  the  special  and  solemn  pro- 
V>tion  of  a  tlag  of  truce.     The  transaction,  ihere- 
iLie.  was   in    the   nature  of  a  breach  of  parole; 
(>rked  not  only  with  the  exceptionable  charac- 
\iis  of  depredation   upon    private    property,  but 
%b-h  the  disregard  of  that  sacred  pledge  of  peace 
*'  iich  IS  tacitly  and  universally  understood  to  be 
^   en  by  the  assumption  of  a  Hag  of  truce.     To 
■^*r  scribe  the    restitution    of  property  thus  cap- 
^  ed,  no  express  stipulation  could  be  necessary; 
<f  ^  I  the  stipulation  of  me  treaty  applies  likewise 
>liiie  preseut  claim  to  all  its  force.    1  am  induced 


to  hope  it  will  meet  with  the  immediate  attentioa 
of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

I  am  happy  to  avail  myself  of  the  occasioQ  to 
renew  to  your  lordship  the  assurance  of  my  high- 
est coDsideratioQ. 

JOHN  ClUINCY  ADAMS. 


Copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Bathurst  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  OrncE,  Oct.  9,  1815. 

Earl  Bathurst  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
Adams,  and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  will  cause  immediate 
inquiry  to  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  slaves  car- 
ried away  by  the  officer  of  the  flag  of  true*,  as 
represented  in  Mr.  Ada m>'s  note  of  the  7ih  instant. 

Lord  Bathurst  requests  Mr.  Adams  will  accept 
the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 


Copt/  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated 

October  31,  1815. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two 
papers  received  from  Lord  Bathurst.  relative  to 
the  taking  and  carrying  away  of  slaves  from  the 
United  Stales  by  the  British  naval  commanders, 
in  violation  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  and  also  by  an  abuse  of  the  privileges  al- 
lowed to  a  flag  of  truce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Bathurst  to  Mr.  Adams, 

dated 

Foreign  Office,  Oct.  24,  1815. 

The  undersigned,  one  of  His  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  has  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  Mr.  Adams's  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  with  the  documents  therein  con- 
tained, relating  to  eleven  slaves,  the  property  of 
Raleigh  W.  Downman,  an  American,  siaied  to 
have  been  received  on  board  and  carried  off  in  a 
flag  of  truce  sent  by  Captain  Barrie  (when  senior 
officer  in  the  command  of  the  British  flotilla  up 
the  Rappahannock)  to  procure  the  release  of  a 
surgeon's  assistant  who  had  been  made  pruoner. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acquaint 
Mr.  Adams,  that  Captain  Barrie  having  been  re- 
ferred to,  without  loss  of  lime,  for  such  particu- 
lars as  he  might  be  enabled  to  give  upon  this  sub- 
ject, a  statement  to  the  fullowmg  eflect  has  been 
received  from  that  officer,  which  the  undersigned 
hastens  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Captain  Barrie  has  not  any  documents  with 
him  to  which  he  can  refer,  but  he  feels  confident 
that  he  may  trust  to  his  memory  on  this  occasion. 

The  letters  marked  A  and  B,  transmuted  by 
Mr.  Adams,  Captain  Barrie  believes  to  be  copies 
of  those  which  passed  between  the  American 
commanding  officer  and  himself. 

He  is  certain  that  he  never  received  the  letter 
marked  D.  a  copy  of  which  is  transmuted  in  Mr. 
Adams's  letter,  and  has  no  recollection  ol  any 
slaves  ever  having  been  received  on  board  any 
flag  of  truce  during  the  time  be  was  intrusted 
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with  the  comroaod  of  the  Chesapeake  squadron  ; 
if  such  a  circumstance  did  occur,  it  was  without 
his  knowledge  or  authority.  Had  such  an  event 
fallen  under  Captain  Barrie's  cognizance,  he 
would  (if  the  slaves  had  forcibly  been  taken  from 
the  shore)  instantly  have  ordered  them  to  be  re- 
stored, and  the  officer  so  offending  into  confine- 
ment, till  he  coold  be  brought  to  trial;  if.  how- 
ever, the  slaves  had  voluntarily  sought  Briiish 
protection,  and  bad  once  obtained  a  footing  under 
the  British  colors,  he  should  not  have  taken  upon 
himself  to  allow  them  to  be  forced  back  into  sla- 
very, but  should  have  waited  the  directions  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief  During  the  two  win- 
ters that  Captain  Barrie  was  employed  as  senior 
officer  in  the  Chesapeake,  the  slaves  were  con- 
stantly escaping  from  the  shore,  and  joining  the 
British  ships  ;  on  these  occasions  their  general 
practice  was  lo  show  something  to  represent  the 
white  flag,  and  Captain  Barrie  thinks  it  not  im- 
probable (if  any  slaves  were  received  on  board 
the  Franklin)  that  they  may  have  escaped  in  the 
canoe,  and  have  themselves  hoisted  the  flag 
which  has  been  sworn  to. 

Before  the  surgeon's  mate  was  restored,  Admi- 
ral Cockburn  had  arrived  in  the  Chesapeake; 
and,  if  the  letter  D  had  ever  reached  the  Admi- 
ral. Captain  Barrie  is  of  opinion  it  certainly 
would  have  been  communicated  to  him. 

Captain   Barrie  states  that  the  masters  of  the 
slaves  very   frequently  came  off  to  the  ships  lo 
claim  them  ;  on  which   occasions  he  uniformly 
left  it  to   the  slaves  whether  they  would  remam 
under   British  protection   or  return  to  their  mas- 
ters, and  even  allowed  the  masters  to  converse 
with  iheir  slaves  apart  from  the  ship's  company. 
The    violation   of  a   flag   of  truce  was   a  very 
tender  subject  with  Captain  Barrie  at  the  period 
in  question,  for  he  had  a  short  time  previous  been 
engaged  in  correspondence  with  the  commanding  ! 
officer  of  the  United  States  forces  at  Norfolk  on  i 
want  of   respect   paid    to   British   flags  of  truce; 
one  of  his  small  four-oared  boats,  unarmed,  with  1 
a  large  new  white  flag  flying,  having  been  wan- 
tonly fired  on  in  open  day,  though  the  boat  was 
proceeding  to  the  place  where  the  Americans  had 
previously  arranged  that  flags  of  truce  should  be 
received.     One    of    Captain    Barrie's    men    was 
killed  when  the  boat  was  receding  from  the  shore, 
with  the  flag  of  truce  still  flying 


imputed  to  that  officer.  But  the  undersigned  has 
the  honor  to  acquaint  Mr.  Adams,  that,  in  order 
lo  ascertain,  as  well  as  possible,  the  real  state  of 
the  transaction,  a  communication  will  be  made 
forthwith  to  Admiral  Cockburn.  for  the  purpose 
ofobtaining  further  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, with  which  he  must  have  been  acquainted, 
as  it  appears  that  he  had  arrived  in  the  Chesa- 
peake before  the  surgeon's  mate  was  restored. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  will  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

BATHURST. 


Copy  of  a  note  from   Lord  Bathurst  to  Mr.  Adams, 

dated 

Foreign  Office,  Oct.2i,  1815. 
The  undersigned,  one  of  His  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,   has   had   the  honor  to 
receive  Mr.  Adams's  letters  of  the  9th  of  August 
and  5ih  of  September  last ;   the  first  of  which  re- 
cites the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and 
requires  "  that  His  Majesty's  naval  commanders, 
who.  at  the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  were  stationed  on 
the    American    coast,  should  restore   the    slaves 
taken  by  them   from   their  owners  in  the  United 
Slates  during   the  war,  and  then  in  their  posses- 
sion."    This  claim  is  set   up  in   consequt^nce  of 
the  following  interpretation  which  is  given  to  the 
first  article  of  the  s^aid  treaty  by  the  Government 
of  the  United    States,   in   as  far   as   it  relates  to 
slaves  and  private   property,  namely  :  ''That,  in. 
evacuating  all   places  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Stales,  and    in   departing   from  their 
waters,  the  British  commanders  were  bound  not 
to  carry  away  any  slaves,  or  other  private  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which 
had    been  taken  upon  their  shores  ;"  and  it  takes 
Its  origin    from   a  difl'erent  construction  of  the 
same  article  of  the  treaty  by  His  Majesty's  naval 
officers  on  the  coast  of  America,  who  (according 
10  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  lo  Mr.  Baker  of  the  Isi  of 
April)  contend    that   "slaves   and    other    private 
property  are  comprised  under  the  same  regulation 
with  ariillery  and  other  public  property;  and  that 
none  ought,    in   consequence,  to  be  restored,  ex- 
cept such  as  were,  at   the  tune  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty,  in  the  forts  and 
The  boat  was  >  places  where  they  were  originally  taken." 


employed  to  land  the  servant  of  the  Russian  Sec- 
retary of  Legation,  who  was  on  board  the  Dragon, 
waiting  a  passage  to  Europe.  Captain  Barrie 
remarks  on  Downman's  memorial,  that,  till  after 
the  peace,  a  squadron  was  constantly  in  the  Ches- 
apeake ;  and  that,  though  the  Dragon  had  sailed,  !  at  the  time  they  drew  up  that  article 
the  letter  D.  if  then  in  existence,  could  easily 
have  been  presented  to  the  senior  officers,  either 
at  Tangier  island  or  Symhan  bay.  The  Fr.ink- 
lin  (the  vessel  stated  lo  have  carried  off  the 
slaves)  remained  in  the  bay  with  the  ship  she 
was  manned  from — the  Havana. 

The  uniTersigned  trusts  that,  after  a  perusal  of 
ihe  above  statement  on  ihc  part  of  Captain  Bar- 
rie, Mr.  Adams  will  concur  in  the  opinion  that 
some  mistake  exists  with  respect  to  the  conduct 


The  arguments  brought  forward  by  the  Amer- 
ican Government  in  support  of  their  understand- 
ing of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent 
rest  jiarily  upon  such  collateral  evidence  as  may 
be  deduced  from  the  intention  of  the  negotiators 

The  un- 
dersigned need  not  remind  Mr.  Adams  of  the  in- 
convenience which  wotild  result,  were  the  par- 
ties upon  whom  treaties  are  binding  to  recur  lo 
the  imentionsof  the  negotiators  of  such  treaty, 
instead  of  taking  as  their  guide  the  context  of 
the  treaty  itself  on  any  point  of  controversy  re- 
specting It. 

The  undersigned  is,  however,  willing  to  waive 
this  objection.  In  this  instance,  it  would  appear 
that  the  alteraiiou  lo  the  original  trticle  proposed 
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^  — ■ ;- 

"t^the  Briti-^li  Commissioners  was  introduced  by  '  bay  of  Passanaaquoddy  as  are  claimed  by  both 
Ererbal  amendment  suggested  by  the  American  i  parties  shall  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  party 
^Jenipoientiaries.     Many  alterations  of  this  kind     in  whose  occupation   they  may  be  at  the  time  of 
V  ,k.  place    sometimes  at  the  suggestion  of  one  ;  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty, 
Jrtv  and  sometimes  of  the  other ;  but  it  surely  ■  until  the  decision   respecting  the  title  to  the  said 
^ijot  meant  to  be  inferred  from  this  that  a  change    islands  shall  have  been  made,  in  conformity  with 
l.^phrase    professedly  verbal,  is  to  be   taken  as  |  the  fourth  article  of  this  treaty. 
-I^essariiy  denoting  or   importing  an   admitted  |      ••  No  disposition  made  by  this  treaty  as  to  such 
-*wn«'e  of  construction.     It  is  certainly  possible  '■  possession  of  the  islands  and  territories  claimed 
'tiki  one  party  may  propose  an  alteration  with  a  !  by  both  parties  shall  in  any  manner  whatsoever 
4*ntal  reservation  of  some  construction  of  his  j  be  construed  to  affect  the  right  of  either." 
Z3n  and  thai  he  may  assent  to  it  on  a  firm  per- 1      The  main   purport  of  the  first  article,  in  the 
Slsion  that  the  construction  continues  to  be  the  |  former  part  of  it,  relates  to  the  general  pacifica- 
^e  •  and  that,  therefore,  he  may  conciliate,  and  {  tion.  and,  in  the  latter  part  of  it.  to  some  of  the 
if  concede  nothing  by  giving  his  assent.     The  j  direct  consequences  on  the  territorial  possessions 
i-fposed  alteration  was  considered  as  merely  ver- 1  of  the  two  countries,   and   the  property   within 
ktt' •  no  su'.picion   appear?   to  have   been  enter- !  such  possessions.     As  to  the   public  property  in 
mtn'ed  that  u  changed  the  stipulation  as  originally  '  the  posts  or  places  to  be  restored,  it  provides  that, 
sTjroduced  ;  and  U  is  not  averred  that  the  Amen-  |  if  it  shall  have  the  double  condition  annexed  to 
in   Plenipotentiaries  then  thought   of  the  con- j  it  of  having  been  originally  captured  therein,  and 
ITruciion  now  set  up  by  their  Government.    The  I  of  remaining  therein  when  the  ratifications  are 
Qeaning  of  the  British  negotiators  is  admitted  to  !  exchanged,  then  such  properly  is  to  be  restored, 
buve  been  ludde  quite  apparent  by  their  projet ;  i  and  it  is  not  to  be  destroyed  or  carried  away.     It 
Jiid  as  nothing  passed  indicative  of  any  objections!  would  surely  have  been  unusual  and  unreason 
Jvit  on  the  part  of  the  American  Commissioners,    able 


ijgii  on  me  part 

^of  any  departure  from   it  by  the  British  nego- 
\;il0TS   when   the  ^Iterations   were  suggested  by 
"i.'e  parly  and  acceded   to   by  the  other;  and  as 
;>»fiere  was  no  discussion  on  the  propriety  of  ma- 
ikpng  the  restitution  more  extensive  as  to  slaves 
.>^d  other  private  property  than  as  to  the  other 
J^)fOperty  mentioned,  the  undersigned  cannot  sub- 
scribe to  thf  conclusions  which  Mr.   Adams  and 
Ats  Government  have  drawn  from  this  manner 
f'gt   viewing   the   subject.     The   undersigned  will 
'%ow  proceed  to  examine  that  part  of  the  subject 
l^aich   regards  the   construction   that  has    been 
*iven  to  the  context  of  the  article  in  question  by 
i(»e  Government  of  the  United  States. 
I    By  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  ii  is  stipulated 
▼Ual  "thert- shall   be  a  firm   and  universal  peace 
*o»^tweeD  His   Br+t^ntiic   Majesty  and  the  United 
^^tales,  and  betweea  iheir  respective  countries, 
yfrritories,  lilies,  towns,  and  people,  of  every  de- 
cree, wilhcui  exception  of  places  or  persons.  All 
Xpslilities.  both   by  sea  and  land,  shall  cease  as 
•'4«jon  as  this   treaty   shall  have    been   ratified  by 
veih  parties,  as  hertianafter  mentioned.     All  ter- 
^ory,  places,  and  posse-sions  whatsoever,  taken 
2^  either  party  .from  the  other  during  the  war.  or 
v3hich  may  be  taken  after  the  signing  of  this  trea- 
*'i,  excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter   men- 
"^iljned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and  wilh- 
:<Iit  ca'usinii  any  destruction,  or  carrying  away 
■^ly  of  the  uriillery  or  other  public  property  ori- 
, finally  capiured   in  the   said  forts  or  places,  and 
'^hich  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange  of 
rje  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or 
M^her  private  properly.    And  all  archives,  records, 
,'eds,  and   papers,  eiiiier  of  a  public   nature  or 
i-longing  lo  private  persons,  which,  in  the  course 
the  war,  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
..icers  of  cither  parly.  ?iiall  be,  as  far  as  may  be 
craciicable,  forthwith   restored  and  delivered  to 
ttie  proper  authorities  and  persons  to  whom  they 
i:s.p«ctively  belong.    Such  of  the  islands  m  the 


to  have  stipulated  for  the  restitution  of  any 
properly  which  never  had  belonged  to  the  fort  or 
place,  or  which  had   been  already  destroyed  or 
carried  away,  so  as  no  longer  in  fairness  to  have 
been  considered  as  belonging  to  it;  for  it  would 
seem  to  have  no  connexion  with  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  that  part  of  the  article  in  which  the  stipu- 
lation concerning  it  must  be  supposed  to  occur. 
As  to  public  property,  it  appears  quite  plain  thai 
the  carrying  away   here  spoken  of  is  from  the 
fort  or  place  to  which  it  belonged,  and  from  no 
other  ;  for   the  condition   which  is  admitted   to 
apply  to   that   would   otherwise  have  no  applica- 
tion at  all;  and  no  sound  reason  can  be  given 
why  the  condition  miiiht  not,  in  both  its  branches, 
apply  as  well  to  private  as  to  public  property, 
provided  the  construction  would  fairly  admit  of 
It.     Both  parties  appear  to  agree  as  to  the  condi- 
tions which  relate  to  public  property.     But  then 
immediately  follow,  in   the   same  sentence,  the 
words  "or  any  slaves  or  other  private  properly;" 
and  here  the  question  is,  whether  slaves  and  other 
private  property  are  to  be  restored  under  the  same 
limitation  provided  in  the  same  article,  and  in 
that  part  of  it  which  immediately  precedes  the 
words  in  question,  or  whether  they  are  to  be  re- 
stored under  different  provisions?     Id   ihe  first 
place,  the  words  do  not  admit  of,  nor  is  it  con- 
tended by  either  party  that  there  is  any  distinc- 
tion whatever  made  in  this  article  between  slaves 
and  other  private  property.     They  are  inconles- 
tably  placed  on  the  same  footing;  and  whatever 
stipulations  in  this  article  apply  to  slaves,  as  one 
description  of  private  property,  must,  of  necessity, 
apply  equally    to  all   other  private  property  re- 
ferred  to  in   the  article.     The  question   then  is, 
under  what  conditions  is  it  stipulated  that  pri- 
vate property  (slaves  inclusive)  is  to  be  restored? 
If  it  be  contended   thai,  by  the  position  of  the 
words  in  this  article,  private  property  i>  released 
from  all  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  admit- 
ted that  public  properly  is  to  be  restored,  the  res- 


titution becomes  in  that  case  unconditional.  But 
Mr.  Monroe  does  not  contend  for  an  unconditional 
restitution,  and,  therefore,  seems  to  admit  that  the 
stipulation  respecting  private  property  is  not  a 
new  and  substantial  stipulation,  independent  of 
preceding  words;  but  that  the  words  "carrying 
away."  which,  in  the  preceding  pari  of  the  sen- 
tence, apply  to  the  restitution  of  public  prof)erty, 
apply  equally  to  the  restitution  of  private  prop- 
erly. But,  if  the  words  "carrying  away"  apply 
to  private  as  well  as  public  property,  how  en- 
lirely  arbitrary  it  is  to  say  that  the  intervening 
words  do  apply  to  the  one,  and  do  not  apply  to 
the  other,  although  the  words  '•  carrying  away" 
grammatically  govern  both. 

Admitting,  however,    this  arbitrary  construc- 
tion, still   il  would   be  more  extensive  than  ttiat 
for  which  Mr.  Monroe  contends  ;  for,  in  that  case, 
there  would  be  no   limitation  assigned  as  to  the 
place  where  the   private  property  was  originally 
captured,  nor  any  limitation  as  to  the  place  from 
whence  the  private  property  was  not  to  be  carried 
away.     All  merchant  vessels,  therefore,  captured 
on  the  high  seas,  and  their  efffcts,  must,  accord- 
ing to  this  construction,  be  restored,  even  if  they 
fchould  not  be  within   the  limits  of  the  United 
Slates  at  the  time  of  ibe  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
Uoos.     Neither  would  there  be  any  limitation  as 
to  the   time  subsequent   to  whicli  the    carrying 
away  is  not  to  take  place.     It  might  be  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  or  from  the  signature 
of  the  treaty,  or  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations ^whereas  Mr.  Monroe  contend^  that  the 
places  wDere  they  had  been  originally  captured, 
the  places  from  whence  they  must  not  be  carried 
away,  and  the  period  to  which  this  limitation  ap- 
plies, are    well  ascertained  by    the   first  article. 
According  to  the  construction  of  this  article  by 
the  American  Government,  the  private  property 
io  contemplation  is  limited   to  such  as  had  been 
originally  capiured   within   ihe  territories  of  the 
United  States;  and  such  property,  so  captured, 
must  not  be  carried  away  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  nor  from  any  place  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  Slates,  wiiether  this  private 
properly  be  at  that  period  in  American  ports,  or 
British  ships-of-war,  or  British  vessels.     But  if 
the  first  article  provide  for  all  these  stipulations, 
one  of  ihem  placing  private  property  on  the  same 
footing  as  that  on   which,   by   the  same,  public 
properly   is  placed,  and    the  others   establishing 
dissimilar  conditions,  it  is  impossible  to  look  at 
those  passages  in    this  first   article,    which  can 
alone  be  made  lo  apply  to  such  provisions,  and 
not    be  at    once   satisfied    that  these  limitations 
cannot   be   extracted,    without    such    omissions 
and  interpolations    as    ihe    undersigned    is    per- 
suaded that  It  15  not  the  intention  of  the  Ame- 
rican Government  to  maintain.     As  to  the  ap- 
plication of  this   article  to  private  property   on 
shipboard,  neiiher  does  the  first  article  itself,  nor 
did  any  discussion  respecliag  it,  express  or  refer 
to  any  such  restitution  of  properly  remaining  in 
British  ships  of   war   or   British  vessels.     Ttiere 
are  not  only  no  wordk  m  the  article  which  stipu- 
late such  a  provision,  but  there  i^  a  provision  in 
14th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 36 


the  second  article  which  stipulates  the  contrary. 
By  the  second,  ihe  conditions  are  stipulated  on 
which  vessels  and  their  effects  are  to  be  restored; 
they  are  to  be  restored  if  the  vessels  be  not  cap- 
tured until  after  a  given  time  from  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications.     If  the  vessels  were  captured 
previous  to  the  time  limited,  neither  they  nor  their, 
effects  are  to  be  restored,  wherever  such  vessels 
with  their  effects  may  be,  although  they  should 
be  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States;  yet,  ac- 
cording to  the  stipulations  of  the  second  article, 
which  have  a  direct  application  to  private  prop- 
erty on  shipboard,  if  they  have    been  captured 
within  a  limited  lime,  they  may  be  carried  away 
at  any  subsequent  period,  without  reference  to 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications.     To  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's observation,  that    destruction,  in   the  first 
artici:e,  cannot  apply  to  slaves,  it  might  be  suffi- 
cient to  answer,  that  the  expression  may  certainly 
apply  to    other   private   property,  and    that  the 
stipulations  which  apply  to  one  must  apply  to 
the  other;    but  the  observation   is,   in  truth,  not 
material    to  the  questioe    at    issue,  because  the 
point  in  dispute  is  not  with  reference  to  private 
property  carried  away  ;    which  words,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, do  apply  to  slaves  and  other  private  prop- 
erty.    The  question,  then,  seems  to  be  this.     Is 
that  construction  the  true  one  which  is  the  most 
simpleand  is  grarnmaticaliy  correct,  and  was  that 
which  it  is  admitted  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
intended,  and  against  which  the  other  did  not  at 
the  time  object?   or  is  that  construction   to  be 
adopted    which   was   not    at    the  time  professed, 
which   the  words  of  the  article  do  not  express, 
and  which  is  in  contravention  of  the  article  which 
immediately  follows  il? 

In  this  alternative,  the  undersigned  has  no  hes- 
itation in  communicating  to  Mr.  Adams  that  the 
British  Government  is  under  the  necessity  of  ad- 
hering to  the  construction  of  the  disputed  point 
in  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  as  set 
forth  m  this  note,  much  as  it  has  to  regret  thai 
the  construction  should  differ  so  widely  from  that 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  lo  accept 
the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

BATHURST. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  ibr. 
Adarnt,  dated 

November  16,  1815. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  British  Qovern- 
ment  will  make  a  jusi  indemnity  to  the  owners 
for  ihe  slaves  who  were  carried  from  the  United 
Stales  by  the  British  officers,  in  viulaiion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace.  The  construction  of  the  article, 
relating  lo  this  subject,  given  in  my  letter  to  Mr 
Baker,  and  maintained  with  so  much  reason  and 
force  in  your  conference  with  Lord  Liverpool,  is 
thai  alone  which  can  be  admitted  here.  The 
palpable  violaiion  of  the  treaty  by  the  British 
officers,  in  carrying  those  persons  off,  after  ihe 
peace  was  proclaimed,  from  ihe  presence  of  their 
owners,  excited  a  sensibility  which  need  not  be 
described.    A  vigorous  effort  of  the  Governmeni 
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ro  <ii^in  justice  is  claimed,  and  expected  by  them. 
Lijt^  of  the  slaves  taken  from  Cumberland  island 
and  Tangiers  have  already  been  forwarded,  and 
lis^-tof  those  taken  from  other  parts  will  be  for- 
w«*;*ed  when  obtained. 


EliirMt  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 
?  Adanu,  dated 

i  November  20,  1S15. 

is  not  expected  that  the  British  Government 


which  I  referred,  but  that  he  would  have  it  looked 
up,  and  examine  it.  There  was,  I  told  him,  a 
special  representation  concerning  eleven  slaves 
taken  from  Mr.  Downnian  by  the  violation  of  a 
flag  of  truce  sent  ashore  by  Captain  Barrie.  1 
had  also  received  from  Lord  Bathurst  an  answer 
relative  to  this  complaint,  stating  that  it  had  been 
referred  to  Captain  Barrie  for  a  report,  and  giv- 
ing the  substance  of  that  which  he  had  made.  It 
did  not  disprove  any  of  the  facts  alleged  by  Mr. 
Downraan ;  but  I  must  remark  that  Captain  Barrie 


w^:pay  for  any  slaves  who  were  carried  from  |  was   himself  the   oflBcer  who  had  sent    the  flag 
.i_r  »T_;.-j  c<.-.„.-  ;«   ..;^i-.. —  ^r  .k»  frooitr  nf    pf  trucc,  and  who  was  responsible  for  the  viola- 
tion of  it ;  and  that,  as  a  general  principle,  it  was 


th2{  United  States,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  of 
w^ch  satisfactory  proof  is  not  adduced.  The 
pri«^  applicable  to  those  who  were  taken  from 
■^  *-berland  atid  Tangier  islands  will,  I  presume, 
aced  on  the  strongest  ground  ;  and  I  have 


scarcely  to  be  expected  that  satisfaction  for  an 
injury  could  ever  be  obtained,  if  the  report  of  the 
person  upon  whom  it  was  charged  should  be  re- 


oubt  that  proof  equally  strong  may  be  obtained    ceived  as  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  complaint. 


o{%\ie  removal  of  many  others,  who  were  carried 
oWafter  the  peace  in  British  .ships  from  other 
quarters.  It  is  important  that  the  principle  be 
fi'  k  established  that  the  British  Government  will 
p4y  for  the  slaves  carried  off  in  violation  of  the 
treaty.  The  manner  of  liquidating  the  claims  is 
th'\  next  point  to  be  arranged.     The  mode  sug- 


He  said  he  supposed  the  complaint  itself  was  only 
the  allegation  of  an  individual,  and  that,  naturally, 
reference  must  be  made  to  the  oflBcer  complained 
of  for  his  answer  to  the  charge.  I  replied  that 
the  documents  1  had  furnished  copies  of,  in  Mr. 
Downman's  case,  did  not  consist  merely  of  his 
allegations  ;  there  were  affidavits  of  several  other 


g^JVd   by  you,   the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  I  persons — taken,    indeed,  ex  parre,  because   they 


CYlwaiissioners,  with  full  powers  to  investigate 
ev.Ty  case,  is  thought  the  most  eligible — indeed, 
tbt.only  one  that  could  do  justice  to  the  parties. 
T>(i*  board  ought  to  consist  of  one  or  more  com- 
n>5t»ioner3,  to  be  appointed  in  equal  number  by 
e^^  Government,  and  to  hold  its  session  in  the 
Uw4ied  States. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 
J?:.  of  State,  dated 

Lo.NDON,  Feb.  8,  1816. 


could  not  be  taken  otherwise — but  they  were  full 
and  strong  to  the  points,  both  of  the  violation  of 
the  flag,  and  of  the  carrying  away  of  the  slaves. 
He  said  he  did  not  know  how  they  could  proceed 
otherwise,  unless  the  affair  were  of  sufficient  im- 
portance for  the  appointment  of  coigmissioners 
by  the  two  Governments;  but  he  had  ^ot  seeo 
the  papers,  and  would  look  into  them. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Monroe, 

dated 


lyfcadvertinir  to  the  subject  of  the  slaves.  I  re- 
m.^ed  him  [Lord  Castlereagh]  that  there  were 
tljji,*  distinct  points  relating  to  them,  which  had 
b^35  under  discussion  between  the  two  Gov- 
The  first,  regarding  the  slaves  carried 


e»r''OeD^s. 


1     Lonoo."*.  February  17,  131G. 
The  note  respecting  the  slaves  carried  away  i^ 
a  reply  to  that  which  I  received  from  Earl  Bath- 
j  urst  in  October  last,  a.s  an  answer  to  your  leltter 

c".  UCU13      iuc  u.^.  .v-».v...,    i  to  Mr.  Baker,  and  to  my  letters  of  the  9th  August 

aiti^^brthe^jruTsh'corntTTander^^^  the  Uni-  ;  and  5th  September  last  to  Lord  Castlereagh.     A 

t»*^^tates.  contrary,  as  the  American  Govern-  !  copy  of  Lord  Baihursi's  note  was  transmitted  to 
m*i1t  holds,  to  the  express  stipulation  of  the  Treaty  ;  you  immediately  after  it  was  received.  Thedeter- 
oflihent.  ATter  referring  to  the  correspondence  minaiion  to  refuse  all  satislaction  for  this  glaring 
W^fch  has  taken  place  on  this  topic  at  Washing-  i  violation  of  the  treaty  appeared,  by  the  note,  to 
U,«  und  here.  I  observed  that  tiie  last  note  con-  I  be  so  settled  and  peremptory,  that  I  thought  it 
-• -•  .      ,     .    .     ,  ,    /-  T       i     vvould  be  most  prudent  to  allow  some  interval  of 

time  to  elapse  previous  to  exposing  all  the  distor- 
tion of  facis  and  perversion  of  argument  with 
which  It  abounded.  I  found,  upon  conversation 
wiih  Lord  Castlereagh.  that  he  had  seen  none  of 
the  papers  which  had  parsed  on  this  question  dur- 


c5^4iQg  it.  which  I  had  received  from  Lord 
Bitiiurst,  seemed  to  intimate  that  this  Guvern- 
ntiix't  had  taken  its  final  determination  on  the 
n^^ier ;  that  1  hoped  it  was  not  so ;  I  hoped  they 
\^f^lJ  give  It  further  consideration;  it  had  been 
tl^cause  of  s.i  much  anxiety  to  my  Government ; 


It  *as  urged  so  constantly  and  so  earnestly  in  i  ing  his  absence  m  France,  and  this  circumstance 
lufjnstructioas.  The  language  of  the  treaty  ap-  !  has  afforded  a  proper  occasion  tor  urging  the  dis- 
ptjjed  to  us  so  clear  and  unequivocal ;  the  viola-  :  cussion  acain. 


tijiiof  it.in  carrying  away  the  slaves,so  manifest ; 
u^^the  losse.^  of  property  occasioned  to  our  citi- 
z  -n^  so  considerable,  and  so  serious,  that  I  would 
Hi^libandon  the  hope  that  further  consideration 
^^*ld  be  given  to  it  here,  and  uliimately  that 
s^wfaction  would  be  made  to  the  United  States 
[♦his  cause  of  complaint.     Lord  Castlereagh 


Mr.  Adams  to  the  Right  Honurable  I^rd  iiscounf 
CastUreagh,  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

No.  13  Craven  Street,  Feb.  17,  1S16. 
The    undersigned.  Envoy    Extraordinary    and 


oi\his  cause  of  complaint.     Lord  Castlereagh        The    undersigned,  fc^nvoy    L-xtraoraMiyy    auu 
s^.^  that  he  had  not  seen  the  correspondence  to  I  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
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of  America,  requests  the  attention  of  Lord  Castle-  I 
reagh  to  the  letters  which  he  had  the  honor  of  | 
addressing  to  his  lordship  on  the  9th  of  August  ; 
and  5th  of  September  last,  in  relation  to  the  \ 
slaves  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  j 
States,  carried  away  by  the  naval  commanders  of  | 
the  British  forces  from  places  within  the  United  i 
States  subsequently  to  the  peace  between  the  ; 
two  countries,  and  in  violation  of  the  engagement  j 
in  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.  | 

In  pressing  this  subject  once  more  upon  the  | 
consideration  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  the  . 
undersigned  deems  it  necessary  to  state  the  terms  I 
of  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty,  and  the  facts  in  j 
breach  of  it,  constituting  the  injury  for  which  he  I 
is  instructed  to  ask  redress  from  the  justice  and  1 
good  faith  of  the  British  Government. 

The  stipulation  of  the  treaty  is  as  follows : 

"All  territory,  places,  and   possessions  whatso- 
ever, taken  by  either  party  from  the  other  during 
the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing 
of   this  treaty,  excepting  only  the  lands  herein- 
after mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay, 
and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying  ! 
away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  property  ' 
originally  captured    in   the  said   forts  or  places,  I 
and    which    shall    remain  therein    upon  the  ex-  , 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty;  ur  any 
slaves  or  other  private  property." 

The  facts  in  violation  of  this  stipulation  are. 
in  evacuating  sundry  places  within   the  United 
States  which  had  been  taken  by  the  British  dur- 
ing  the  war,  the  British    naval   commanders  did 
carry  away  great  numbers  of  slaves  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates.     In  his  letter  of  the 
5th  of  September  the  undersigned  had  the  honor 
of  enclosing  a  list  of  seven  hundred  and  tuo  slaves 
carried  away,  after  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  (rom  Cumberland  island  and  the  waters 
adjacent,  in  the   State  of  Georgia,  by  the   forces 
under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  Cockburo, 
with   the  names  of  the  slaves  and  those  of  their 
owners,  citizens  of  the  United  Slates.     A  number, 
perhaps  still  greater,    were  carried    away    from 
Tangier  island,  in  the  State  ol  Virginia,  and  from 
other  places,  lists  of  whom  and  of  their  proprietors 
the  undersigned    expects  to   be   enabled  in  like 
manner  to  produce.     The  only  foundation  which 
these   naval  commanders  have  alleged   fur   this 
procedure  was  a  construction  of  the  paragraph 
containing    this    stipulation,   so   contrary    to    its 
grammatical  sense  and  obvious  purport,  that  the 
undersigned  is  well   assured  if  the  same  phrase 
had  occurred  in  any  municipal  contract  between 
individuals,  no  judicial  tribunal  in  this  kingdom 
would  entertain  for  a  moment  a  que,9iion  upon  it ; 
a  construction  under  which  the  whole  operation 
of  the  words  "slaves  or  other  private  property" 
was  annihilated,  by  extending  to  them  the  limi- 
tation confined  by  the  words  of  the  treaty  to  ar- 
tillery and  public  property. 

In  addition  to  the  unequivocal  import  of  the 
word>.  the  undersigned,  in  his  letter  ot  the  9lh  of 
August, adduced  the  manner  in  which  the  article 
had  been  drawn  up,  discus.^ed.  and  finally  agreed 
upon,  at  the  negotiation  of  the   treaty,  to  prove 


that  intention  of  the  parties  bad  been  conformable 
to  the  plain  letter  of  the  article.  It  was  intima- 
ted in  the  answer  to  his  two  letters  which  he  had 
the  honor  of  receiving  from  Earl  Bathurst,  that 
some  inconvenience  might  result  if  the  parties 
upon  whom  treaties  are  binding  were  to  recur  to 
the  intentions  of  the  negotiators  of  such  treaty,  in- 
stead of  taking  as  their  guide  the  context  of  the 
treaty  itself  on  any  point  of  controversy  respect- 
ing it.  In  reply  to  which,  the  undersigned  ob- 
serves that  his  letter  did  not  recur  to  the  inten- 
lions  of  the  negotiators,  but  to  the  intentions  of 
the  parties  to  the  treaty,  as  manifested  in  the  pro- 
cess of  drawing  up  and  agreeing  to  the  article; 
and  not  even  to  them  instead  of  the  context  of 
the  treaty  itself,  but  to  support  and  maintain  the 
context  of  the  treaty  against  what  he  deemed  a 
misconstruction  equally  at  variance  with  the  rules 
of  grammar  and  the  lutentions  of  the  parties. 

It  18  observed,  in  Lord  Bathursi's  answer,  that 
in  this  instance,  the  article  as  it  stands  was  agreed 
to  by  a  verbal  amendment  suggested  by  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries  to  the  original  article  pro- 
posed by  the  British  Commissioners.  Far  other- 
wise ;  the  original  article  was  proposed  by  the 
American, and  notby  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 
The  original  article  proposed  that,  in  evacuating 
the  places  to  be  restored,  no  properly,  public  or 
private,  artillery  or  slaves,  should  be  earned  away. 
An  alteration  was  proposed  by  the  British  Pleai- 
potenliaries,  and  its  object  was  to  limit  the  prop- 
erty to  be  restored  with  the  places,  to  such  as  had 
been  originally  captured  in  the  places,  and  should 
be  remaining  there  at  the  time  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications.  The  reason  alleged  for  this 
alteration  applied  only  to  public  property.  It 
might  be  impracticable  to  restore  property  which, 
I  though  originally  captured  in  the  places,  might 
have  been  removed  from  it  before  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications. 

But  private  property,  not  having  been  subject 
j  to  legitimate  capture    with  the  places,  was  not 
i  liable  to  the  reason  of  the  limitation  ;  to  which  the 
{  American   Plenipotentiaries,    therefore,  assented 
,  only  so  far  as  related  to  artillery  and  public  prop- 
1  eriy  ;  liiey  did  not  assent  to  it  as  related  to  slaves 
anil  other   private  properly.     It  was  not  a  mere 
verbal  alteration  which  they  proposed;  they  ad- 
hered, in  relation  to  slaves  and  other  private  prop- 
erty, to  their  original  draught  ol  the  article,  while 
they  consented   to  the  proposed  alteration  with 
regard  to  artillery  and  public  properly.     To  this 
qualified  acceptance  the  British  Commissioners 
agreed.     Nor  need  the  undersigned  remind  Lord 
Castlereagh  that  the  British  Plenipotenliarie*  did 
not  sign    the  Treaty  of  Ghent  until  this  article, 
as  finally  agreed  to,  and  every  other  important 
part  of  the  treaty,  had  been  submitted  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government  itself,  and  received  their  sanction 
and  approbation. 

If  Lord  Bathurst  had  taken  this,  which  is  pre- 
sented as  the  true  view  ol  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  article  in  question  was  drawn 
up  and  adopted,  the  undersigned  is  persuaded 
tlial  he  would  have  been  spared  the  necessity  of 
adverting  to  the  following  passage  of  his  Lord- 
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shi^  answer,  in  which  the  undersigned  trusts 
tlj^jjsome  error  of  a  copyist  has  left  its  meaning 
ir»p»rfectly  expressed. 

'•^c  is  certainly  possible  that  one  party  may 
pr>jf)se  an  alteration,  with  a  mental  reservation 
oftsx^e  construction  of  his  own.  and  that  he  may 
as^t-wt  to  it  on  the  6rm  persuasion  that  the  con- 
stnj.^tion  conunues  to  be  the  same;  and  that, 
th*j|»fore,  he   may   conciliate,  and  yet  concede 

n5^"S  ^y  g'^*"o  ^^''  assent." 

4fe    only    sense   which    the   undersigned   can 

di4':'j>Ter  in  this  sentence,  as  it  stands,  is  that  a 

p^ty  may  conciliate,   and  yet   concede  nothing. 

b»>#senting  to  an  alteration  insidiously  proposed 

b^ttimself.     Impossible  as  it  is  that  such  could 

h^^l  been  Lord  Bathurst's  real  meaning,  the  un- 

dt^^gned  is  equally  unwilling  to  believe  that  his 

L">|ship  intended  to  insinuate  that,  in  the  case 

of:Ae  stipulation  now  in  question,  an  alteration 

w^?  on  the   part  of  the  United  States,  proposed 

wftfl  a  mental  reservation  of  a  construction  not 

lb^<f   avowed,  which  was  assented  to   by  Great 

p^fein  with   a  firm   persuasion  that,  under  the 

t^-ation,    the    construction    would    remain   the 

■•(J.     The  undersigned  must  be  allowed  to  say 

Jthere  was  nothing  in  the  transaction  referred 

tt^^hich  couid  justify  such  an  insinuation;  that 

thV^irticle,  as  originally  drawn  by  the  American 

PJrf  ipotentiaries,   and    presented    to"  the   British 

Gf^rnment.  was  plain   and  clear;  that   it  ad- 

.  n^jed    of  na  other   construction    than    that   for 

\  miifh  the  Ariierican  Government  now  contends; 

'  Iwt  it  avowedly  and  openly  contained  a  stipula- 

tfX^that,  in  the  evacuation  of  all  the  territories, 

picjes,  and  possessions  to  be  restored,  no  slave 


es,  and  possessions 

Id  be  earned  away  ;  that  an  alteration  was 
pjitwsed  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  which 
ylfyl  accepted  only  in  part;  that  in  this  partial 
E^fptance  the  British  Government  acquiesced — 
1^1  undersigned  will  certainly  not  say  with  a 
tjlyital  reservation  to  make  up,  by  a  subsequent 
(<ifi-struciion  of  their  own,  for  the  part  to  which 
v^e  United  States  did  not  assent;  but  he  does 
Q<"*5ra  it  his  duty  to  say.  that  when  Great  Britain 
p^c^osed  an  alteration  to  that,  of  the  meaning  of 
♦hjch  there  could  be  no  doubt,  and  when  the 
i^i^raiion  was  accepted  conditionally,  and  under 
iiodificalion  to  which  she  agreed,  she  was 
nd  to  perceive  that  the  modification,  thus  in- 
d  upon  by  the  other  party,  was  not  a  mere 
lal  change  in  the  phraseology  of  her  proposal, 
HO  far  as  it  extended,  a  substantial  adherence 
^he  original  draught  of  the  article. 
|t  IS  furtht-r  urged,  in  Lord  Bathurst's  answer, 
i|t  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  Ameri- 
ii   Government    is    inconsistent   with   another 


„<||cle  of  the  treaty;  for  that  ii  would  require 
4t^  restoration  of  the  merchant  vessels,  and  their 
^^cts,  captured  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  they 
^duld  not  be  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
^Utes  at  the  lime  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
^*is.  The  undersigned  is  not  aware  how  such 
JSK  inference  can  be  drawn  from  anything  that 
^ily  passed  between  the  two  Governments  on  the 
ia*bjecl.  M^Tchant  vessels  and  effects  captured 
i^*t  the  liigh  seas  are,  by  the  laws  of  war  between 


civilized  nations,  lawful  prize,  and,  by  the  cap- 
ture, become  the  property  of  the  captors.     It  was 
never   asserted    by    the    American    Government 
that  the  stipulation  in  question  could  mean  that, 
in  evacuating  the  places  taken,  within  the  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  of  either  party,  the  other  should 
be  precluded  from  carrying  away  his  own  pro- 
perty.    But  as,  by  the  same  usages  of  civilized  na- 
tions private  property,  is  not  the  subject  of  lawful 
capture  in  war  upon  the  land,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that,  in  every  stipulation,  private  property  shall 
be  respected,  or  that,  upon  the  restoration  of  places 
taken   during   the  war,   it   shall   not    be    carried 
away  ;  the  meaning  of  the  expressions  is  defined 
by  the  subject-matter  to  which  they  relate,  and 
extends  only  to  the  property  of  the  party  from 
whom  the  place  was  taken,  or  of  persons  under 
his  allegiance.     But  in  the  present  case  it  will  not 
be   pretended   that  the  slaves,  whose  removal  is 
complained  of  as  a  breach  of  the  compact,  were 
the  property  either  of  His  Majesty,  of  the  naval 
officers  in  his  service  who  carried  them  away,  or 
of  any  of  his  subjects.     They  were  the  property 
of  citizens  of  the  United   States — precisely  the 
species  of  property  which  it  was  expressly  stipu- 
lated should  not  be  carried  away  ;  and,  far  from 
setting  up  now,  as  is  suggested  in  Lord  Bathurst's 
note,   a  construction   not   thought   of   when   the 
treaty    was  formed,  the   American   Government 
do  but  claim  the  performance  of   the  stipulation 
in  the  only  sense  which  could  be  applied  to  it  at 
that   time.     That  the  British  Government  gave 
it  then   any    other   construction,   was   not   only 
never  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  State.s,  but  was  impossible  to  be  foreseen 
by    them.     When   Great    Britain   had    solemnly 
agreed,  without  hinting  an  objection,  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  restoring  captured  slaves,  it  could  not  be 
foreseen  that  the  engagement  would  be  narrowed 
down  to  nothing  by  a  strained  extension  of  theoa — 
of  a  condition  limited,  by  the  words  of  the  treaty, 
to  another  species  of  property.    It  was  impossible 
to  anticipate  a  construction  of  an  important  stip- 
ulation which  should  annihilate  its  operation.     It 
was  impossible  to  anticipate  that  a  stipulation 
not  to  carry  away  any  slaves  would,  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  be  considered  as  faithfully  exe- 
cuted by  British  officers  in  carrying  away  all  the 
slaves  in  their  possession. 

The  undersigned  concludes  with  the  earnest 
hope  that  His  Majesty's  Government,  reviewing 
the  subject  in  the  spirit  of  candor  and  of  justice, 
will  accede  to  the  proposal  which  he  has  been 
instructed  to  offer,  and  make  provision  to  in- 
demnify the  owners  of  slaves  which  were  car- 
ried away  in  contravention  to  the  engagement  of 
the  treaty. 

He  has  the  honor  of  renewing  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 
JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
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Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  ManroCy 

dated 

London,  March  13,  1816. 
I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  note  sent  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  concerning   the  slaves  taken   from 
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Mr.  Downman,  by  the  violation  of  a  flag  of  truce  [want  of  respect  paid  to  British  flags  of  truce, 


sent  by  Captain  Barrie.     You  will  have  seen,  by 
Lord  I3athurst's  note,  a  copylof  which  was  trans- 
mitted to  you  immediately  after  it  was  received, 
that  Captain  Barrie  disclaims  all  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  the  slaves  were  taken.     As  it  appears 
by  the  documents  that  one  of  the  slaves  escaped 
from  Bermuda  and  returned  to  his  master,  it  may 
probably  be  in  Mr.  Downman's  power  to  furnish 
many  further  particulars  which  may  be  of  essen- 
tial use  in  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry,  such  as 
the  name  of  the  vessel  to  which  they  were  first 
sent  from  the  flag  ;  how,  and  by  what  vessel,  and 
when,   they  were  afterwards  sent    to  Bermuda, 
and  into  whose  charge  they  were  delivered  there; 
perhaps,  even  the  name  of  the  officer  who  bore 
the  flag  ;  and  whether  Jeffery,  the  surgeon's  mate, 
for  whom   the  flag  was  sent,  was  on  board  the 
Franklin  while  the  slaves  were  there;  or  whether 
they  had  already  been  sent  on  board  another  ves- 
sel before  he  embarked.     Barrie's  statement  and 
Lord  Bathurst's  note  seem  intended  to  cast  doubts 
upon  the  very  fact  of  the  slaves  having  been  taken. 
["N.  B.    A  copy  of  the  above  was  sent  to  .Mr. 
Downman.  but  no  answer  has  been  received.] 


Mr.  Adams  to   Lord  Viscount    Castlereagh,  His  Ma- 
jesty's principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Foreign  Affairs. 

13  Craven  Street,  Atarch  12,  1816. 
The  undersigned.   Envoy    Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  inviting  the  atten- 
tion of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  a  letter  which,  on 
the  7ih  of  October  last,  the  undersigned  address- 
ed to  Earl  Bathurst,  in  relation  to  eleven  slaves, 
the  property  of  Raleigh  W.  Downman.  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  alleged  to  have  been  taken 
and  carried   away  by  the  violation  of  a  flag  of 
truce  sent  by  Captain  Barrie,  commander  of  His 
Majesty's  ship  Dragon.     With  this  letter  were 
enclosed  copies  of  Mr.  Downman's  memorial  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  representing 
the  facts,  and  of  several  other  documents  to  sub- 
stantiate them  ;  to  all  which  the  undersigned  now 
begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  Castlereagh. 

The  undersigned  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
from  Lord  Bathurst  an  answer  to  this  letter,  ac- 
quainting him  that  Captain  Barrie  himself  had 
been  immediately  referred  to  for  such  particulars 
as  he  might  be  enabled  to  give  upon  this  subject, 
and  communicating  the  substance  of  his  report 
upon  this  reference. 

There  are  many  particulars  in  this  statement 
of  Captain  Barrie,  which,  appearing  to  have  no 
bearing  upon  the  special  object  of  inquiry,  and 
tending  rather  to  draw  the  attention  from  it  to 
other  points  of  discussion,  might  with  propriety 
be  left  unnoticed,  but  for  the  insinuations  that 
they  convey.  He  remarks,  for  instance,  that,  at 
the  period  in  question,  the  violation  of  a  flag  of 
truce  was  a  very  tender  subject  with  him;  and 
he  refers  to  a  previous  correspondence  lu  which 
he  had  been  engaged  with  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  United   States  forces  at  Norfolk,  on 


upon  occasion  of  one  of  his  own  having  been 
fired  upon.  The  undersigned  might  deem  it  sufli- 
cient  to  say,  that  this  was  not  the  subject  upon 
which  Captain  Barrie  was  called  for  information. 
As  the  Captain  does  not  recollect  the  violation, 
by  his  own  people,  of  the  flag  sent  by  himself,  he 
did  not  mean  to  allege  it  as  a  retaliation  upon 
that  of  which  another  flag  sent  by  hiiu  had  been 
the  sufferer.  Yet  he  avows  that,  if  slaves,  fugi- 
tives from  their  masters,  had  been  received  on 
board  a  flag  sent  by  himself,  he  would  not  have 
restored  them  to  their  owners  without  an  express 
order  from  his  Commander-in-Chief:  a  tender- 
ness for  a  flag  of  truce  upon  which  the  under- 
signed forbears  to  comment. 

Of  the  particular  incident  asserted  by  Captain 
Barrie,  the  undersigned  has  no  cognizance;  but, 
so  far  as  this  part  of  that  officer's  narrative  may 
be  understood  as  intending  an  imputation  upon 
American  officers  or  the  American  Government, 
of  disrespect  to  the  sacred  character  of  a  fl.ig,  the 
undersigned  will  only  remind  Lord  Castlereagh 
of  the  repealed  offers  made   by  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates  during  the  war,  .ind  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  negotiation  of 
peace,  to   punish   every   infraction  of  the  most 
liberal  laws  of  war,  on  their  part,  and  to  indem- 
nify, as  far  as  possible,  every  suflerer  under  them. 
It  was  in  the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  have  ac- 
cepted these  offers,  on  the  single  condition  of  re- 
ciprocity.    The  correctness  of  two  of  the  docu- 
ments transmitted   by  the  undersigned  to  Lord 
Bathurst.  and   marked  A  and   B.  is  admitted  by 
Caplain  Barrie.     He   declares  that  he  never  re- 
ceived the  document  marked  D — a  circumstance 
acknowledged  in  Mr.  Downman's  memorial,  and 
accounted   for   by   the  statement,   that   before  a 
vessel  could   be  procured  to   bear  the  flag  with 
this  letter,  the  British  vessels  had  left  the  Chesa- 


peake. 

With  regard  to  the  violation  of  the  flag  of  truce, 
and  taking  and  carrying  away  of  the  slaves,  Cap- 
tain Barrie  slates,  in  general  terms,  that  he  has 
no  recollection  of  any  slaves  ever  having  been 
received  on  board  any  flag  of  truce,  during  the 
time  he  was  intrusted' with  the  command  of  the 
Chesapeake  squadron  ;  and  that  if  such  a  circum- 
stance did  occur,  it  was  without  his  knowledge 
or  authority. 

The  fact  of  the  violation  of  the  flag,  and  of  the 
taking  and  carrying  away  of  the  slaves,  is  testi- 
fied in  the  papers  transmitted  to  Earl  Bathurst, 
by  the  depositions,  upon  oath,  of  four  witnesses; 
and  His  Majesty's  Government  did  not  consider 
the  transaction  as  duly  investigated,  or  that  jus- 
tice had  been  done  to  the  complaining  party, 
merely  because  Captain  Barrie  had  stated  the 
fact  not  to  be  within  his  recollection  or  knowledge. 
It  was  mentioned  in  Lord  Bathurst's  note  that  a 
communication  would  forthwith  be  made  to  Ad- 
miral Cockburn,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  fur- 
ther information  upon  the  subject,  with  which,  it 
is  added,  he  must  have  been  acquainted,  as  it  ap- 
pears that  he  had  arrived  in  the  Chesapeake  be- 
fore the  surgeon's  mate  was  restored. 
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je  undersigned  can  urge  no  objection  to  any 
sou*e  of  mfcrmatioa  to  which  His  Majesty's 
Q^j^rnmeDt  may  deem  it  expedient  to  resort  for 
asK-taining  the  facts  to  their  own  satisfaction; 
bi>^  le  thinlis  it  proper  to  suggest  that  there  are 
ot^iii  sources  which  might  also  tend  to  the  eluci- 
di^ih^  of  the  facts.  Perhaps  Captain  Barrie 
cCu,  indicate  the  name  of  the  oflRcer  by  whom 
h««"«?  at  the  Q^y.  Mr.  Jeffery,  the  surgeon's  mate, 
wt^  e  restoration  was  the  object  of  the  flag,  and 
w*,cV  actually  returned  with  it,  might  give  some 
iigtrupon  thf  subject.  The  captain  and  oflBcers 
oHlib  Havana  must  be  supposed  to  know  some- 
th5)>  of  the  alTair.  But,  independently  of  the  re- 
ccW:tion  of  all  oflBcers,  themselves  so  materially 
aM'Vo  pointedly  interested  in  the  result  of  the 
ici|uiry  from  the  documents  transmitted  by  the 
ar%ii«»rsigned,  it  appears  that  one  of  the  slaves 
w.^  his  escape  from  the  island  of  Bermuda,  and 
rei!i»|ned  to  his  master.  Information  respecting 
tbTJfilhers  might,  then  be  easily  obtained  by  the 
Btjljsh  Goverijment  from  Bermuda.  That  the 
sli'fs  were  taken,  the  undersigned  believes  can- 
Jdmit  of  a  doubt.  How  they  were  disposed 
a  question  interesting  to  the  solicitude  which 
H^|V!ajesty's  Government  have  felt  upon  an  al- 
leXtion  which  has  been  considered  as  implicating 
tt^ character  of  British  oflBcers.  The  violation 
o^alflag  constitutes,  in  this  instance,  an  aggrava- 
tiojatfvhich  seems  to  call,  with  peculiar  energy,  for 
a  ^tjnplete  and  unequivocal  investigation.  The 
u>j|l|rsigDed  is  persuaded  that  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
er*(|ent  will  I'eel  it  to  be  due  to  the  complaint  of 
llj^adividual,  to  the  honor  of  their  oflBcers,  and 
tc  ll^eir  own  seuse  of  justice. 

Jl^  has  the  honor  ot  renewing  to  Lord  Castle- 
reigji  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

V  JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


M 


♦  1  ,       „ 

Eji^tiut  of  a  kttirfrom  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 
:-,^  of  State^  dated 

i^i  LoNDO.N,  March  30,  1816. 

Iliave  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  a  note 
wMh  I  have  received  from  Lord  Casilereagh, 
w»liia  report  from  Sir  George  Cockburn  to  the 
S^^etary  of  the  Admiralty,  Mr.  Croker,  con- 
ce^;jDg  the  taking  and  carrying  away  of  Mr. 
D^nman's  slaves.  You  will  not  fail  to  perceive 
ll.j%,i:Wihe  admiral,  like  Captain  Barrie,  disclaims 
air  knowledge  of  the  transaction  whatever,  and 
lhj|''ihe  effort  and  tendency  of  both  their  letters 
is^,  excite  doubts  with  regard  to  the  truth  ol 
Mj^lOownraau's  statement  in  his  memorial  to 
lh>5  I'resident.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  easy, 
at^i  ;beg  leave  to  suggest  it  may  be  very  iraport- 
ai««ta  Mr.  Duwaraan,  to  furnish  additional  evi- 
dtjl^e  of  the  fc,cis  and  particulars  which  may  lead 
toitte  disclosure  how  and  why  the  transportation, 
in*'Voad  day,  of  eleven  slaves,  to  the  British 
sf)  Ijron,  and  by  them  to  Bermuda,  could  be  ef- 
fffJIj  without  the  knowledge  of  either  of  the 
Br<f»sh  commanding  officers. 

*,  J.  a.  ADAMS. 

'i«'CRETABY   OF  StATB. 

i' 


Lord  CaatUreagh  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

FoREion  Office,  March2&,  1816. 

The  undersigned  has  bad  the  hono^  of  receiv- 
ing Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  11th  instant,  respect- 
ing the  slaves  asserted  by  Mr.  Downman  to  have 
been  carried  away  from  his  estates  by  a  flag  of 
truce,  contrary  to  the  usages  of  war. 

The  undersigned  has  now  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  him  a  report  which  has  been  recently 
received  from  Rear  Admiral  Sir  George  Cock- 
burn  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  further  reports  which 
the  Admiral  has  promised  to  make  upon  the  ar- 
rival of  Captain  Hamilton  at  the  anchorage  off 
St.  Helena  shall  be  received,  the  undersigned  will 
not  fail  to  communicate  it  to  Mr.  Adams,  being 
not  less  anxious  than  himself  upon  a  case  in  which 
a  flag  of  truce  is  stated  to  have  been  violated. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  renew  to  Mr.  Adams 
the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

CASTLEREAGH. 

JoH.N  Q,.  Adams.  Esq.,  &c. 


Admiral  Cockburn  to  Mr.  Croker. 

Northumberl'd,  (St.  Helena  Roads,) 

February  9,  1816. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  Mr.  Barrie's  letter  (No. 
15)  of  the  3d  of  November,  and  its  enclosures,  re- 
specting certain  slaves  stated  to  have  been  car- 
ried away  from  the  American  shore  within  the 
Chesapeake,  by  a  British  flag  of  truce,  in  the 
month  of  December,  1S14,  I  lose  no  time  in  beg- 
ging you  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  have 
no  knowledge  whatever  of  such  transaction,  nor 
is  mention  made  of  any  such  in  my  various  doc- 
uments of  that  period,  though  His  Majesty's  ships 
then  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  on  the  adjacent 
coasts,  were  all  acting  under  my  immediate  or- 
ders, and,  consequently,  made  all  their  reports 
to  me. 

Mr.  Downman'.s  memorial  to  Mr.  Madison  in- 
duces me,  however,  to  mention  to  their  Lordships 
that,  from  my  flrst  entering  the  Chesapeake,  in 
March,  1813,  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the 
said  inland  navigation  was  never  left  without 
several  of  His  Majesty's  ships;  and  when  I  quit- 
ted it  in  December,  1814,  with  a  part  of  the  squad- 
ron, I  left  there  three  frigates  and  two  sloops  un- 
der the  orders  of  Captain  Clavelle,  of  tiie  Orlando, 
with  whom  communications  from  the  land  were 
held  by  means  of  flags  of  truce,  from  one  extrem- 
ity of  its  shores  to  the  other,  as  will  appear  by 
two  of  the  paragraphs  extracted  from  letters  I  re- 
ceived about  the  same  period  from  that  officer, 
(herewith  enclosed;)  and  the  first  paragraph  will 
show  (in  reply  to  a  part  of  Colonel  Chawning's 
letter)  that  it  was  not  uncustomary  to  trust  the 
tender  in  question  (which  was  the  one  attached 
to  and  manned  from  the  Havana)  up  the  Rappa- 
hannock river  with  hostile  views.  After  the  proc- 
lamation, which  was  issued  on  this  subject,  the 
slaves  were  constantly  coming,  at  all  risks,  to  our 
ships,  tenders,  and  boats,  &c.,  for  protection,  which 
occasioned  our  squadron  to  be  visited  by  Ameri- 
cans under  tiags  of  truce,  asking  the  restoration 
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of  these  unhappy  people,  under  various  pleas  ;  and 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  if  the  transactions  in 
question  had  really  taken  place,  as  set  forth  by 
Mr  Downman,  it  would  have  come  before  me, 
either  through  Captain  Clavelle  or  through  some 
olher  channel,  previous  to  quitting  the  station,  as 
I  continued  not  only  upon  the  coast,  but  actually 
on  shore  in  America,  until  after  the  ratification 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  was  to  the  last  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  letters  on  such  subjects  from 
all  parts  of  the  country,  Washington  not  excepted. 

The  Havana  being  now  upon  this  station,  and 
it  being  possible  that  some  of  the  officers  and  peo- 
ple who  were  in  the  tender  may  be  still  on  board 
Ihe  frigate,  I  will,  whenever  she  returns  to  this 
anchorage,  cause  Captain  Hamilton  to  make  every 
inquiry  and  report  to  me  thereupon  ;  and  I  shall 
not  fail  to  transmit  it  to  their  Lordships  by  the 
earliest  opportunity  afterwards,  at  which  time  I 
will  also  return  the  several  papers  which  have 
been  transmitted  to  me  referring  thereto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  «fcc.  „„,,„», 

GEORGE  COCKBURN. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adamt  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

London,  April  15,  1816. 
Since  this  interview  with  Lord  Castlereagh,  I 
have  received  from  him  a  note  respecting  the 
slaves  carried  away  from  the  United  States  after 
the  ratification  of  the  peace.  A  copy  of  it  is  en- 
closed. To  reply  to  it  at  present  would  be  to  no 
purpose.  1  shall  wait  for  your  further  instruc- 
tions. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Adams. 

April  10,  1816. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  .Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  17lh  ol 
February,  claiming,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  all  such  slaves  belonging  to  their  citizens 
as  had  been  carried  away  by  the  naval  com- 
manders of  the  British  forces  from  places  within 
the  United  States,  subsequently  to  the  peace  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

The  grounds  upon   which  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment fell  themselves  compelled  to  withhold 
their  acquiescence   in  the  claim   of  the  United 
Slates,  as  preferred  in  Mr.  Adams's  former  note 
of  the  9th  of  August,  have  been  already  fully  ex- 
plained by  Lord  Baihursi  in  his  communication 
of  the  2d  of  October.     It  does  not,  therefore,  ap- 
pear to  the  undersigned  to  be  requisite  again  to 
discuss  al  any  length  the  construction  of  the  first 
article  of  the   Treaty  of  Ghent.     Agreeing  en- 
tirely iQ  ihe  arguments  urged  by  Earl  Bathurst 
on  this  subject,  ihe  undersigned  can  never  admit 
that  construction  of  the  article  to  be  the  true  one, 
which  would  apply  to  the  restoration  of  slaves  a 
differed  rule  from  that  applicable  to  private  prop- 
erty ;  tr  which,  admitting  that  ihe  restoration  of 
private  property,  slaves  inclusive,  is  to   be   sub- 
jected to  some  limitations,  applies  to  it  a  different 


degree  of  limitation  from  that  conveyed  in  the 
words  immediately  preceding. 

His  Majesty's  Government  have  always  been 
ready  to  admit  the  most  liberal  construction  of 
ihe  article  in  question.  They  have  never  pre- 
tended to  resist  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to 
indemnification  for  slaves  or  private  property  be- 
longing to  their  citizens,  which  can  be  proved  to 
have  been  in  places  directed  to  be  restored  by  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of 
the  raiificaiions,  and  to  have  been  afterwards  re- 
moved. But  ihey  do.  and  must  ever  deny  that 
the  United  States  can  have  any  claim  to  property 
not  actually  in  the  places  which,  by  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty,  were  to  be  restored  at  the  lime 
specified  therein  ;  because  such  a  claim  is  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and 
is  equally  unsupported  by  anything  which  passed 
in  ihe  discussion  of  that  treaty,  or  even  by  the 
original  projet  of  that  treaty,  as  offered  by  the 
American  negotiators. 

That  projet.   indeed,  required  that  the   places 
should  be  restored,  without  carrying  away  any 
private  properly.     If  it  had  been,  then,  intended 
to  provide  for  the  restoration  of  all  private  prop- 
erty originally  captured  m  the  places,  instead  of 
prohibiting  its  removal,  the  article  would  have 
positively  enjoined  the  restoration.     What  had 
been  previously  removed  could  not  become  the 
subject   of    the   prohibition;    for    not    being   in 
the  place  to  be  restored,  it  could  not  be  carried 
away.     Under  this  projet,  therefore,  a  removal 
previous  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  ad- 
mitted, to  bar  the  claim  of  the  United  Slates, 
without  reference  either  to  the  distance  to  which 
the   properly   had  been   removed,  to  the  actual 
stale  of  the  property,  whether  on  shipboard  or  on 
British  territory,  or  to  the  length  of  time  which 
had  elapsed  since  its  removal. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  considers  it  impos- 
sible to  maintain  that  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  originally  captured  in  the  said  places,  which 
shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  this  treaty,"  (words  which  must 
be  admitted,  at  least,  of  a  restrictive  nature,)  can 
have  given  to  the  original  proposition  of  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  a  greater  latitude  than 
It  originally  possessed. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates  will,  upon  these  considerations, 
noi  be  disposed  further  to  urge  the  general  claim 
to  indemnification  which  was  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Adams's  former  notes.  Animated  with  a  sincere 
disposition  to  act  towards  all  Powers  with  the 
strictest  justice  and  good  faith,  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  be  most  happy  to  attend  to  any 
representation  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales 
which  may  have  for  its  object  the  restoration  or 
indemnification  for  the  loss  of  property  of  her 
citizens  actually  removed  from  places  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  subsequent  to  ihe 
ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.  But.  al  the 
same  time,  the  undersigned  cannot  consider  any 
property  which  had  been,  previous  lo  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  removed  on  shipboard,  a.« 
property  forming  a  subject  of  such  representation. 
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flfhe  UDderMgned  begs  lo  renew  to  Mr.  Adams 

tbij^assuraDct'^  of  bis  high  consideration. 
^  CASTLEREAGH. 

^J^aet  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 
jti  ]  Adams,  dated 

%\  May  21,  1816. 

?fehouId  the  British  Governnaent  persevere  in 
itji^  construction  of  the  first  article  of  the  late 
Tj^Ki^ty  of  Ptace,  respecting  slaves  carried  off  in 
v^i^iion.  as  we  presume,  of  its  obvious  import, 
tfijPresident  is  willing  to  refer  the  question  to 
l^  decision  of  some  friendly  Power,  which  you 
«|Cii  propose.  A  reference  is  suggested,  by  pro- 
vvifons  in  the  treaty,  applicable  to  anticipated 
d*J}Vrences  in  other  instances;  indeed,  where  such 
(»5^rences  exist,  no  better  mode  can  be  adopted 
l^^setlling  ihem  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  In 
lj|J»  instance  the  interest  is  too  important  to  be 
'  Jected.  h  is  impossible  that  the  opinion  of 
•jBritish  Government  can  be  more  decided  than 
It  of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  reason, 
p^efore,  wh/  the  United  States  should  yield  to 
f^opinion  of  Great  Britain,  more  than  that 
>at  Britain  should  yield  to  that  of  the  United 
ri'.es. 
V  '  

l^fact  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Castle- 
J  reagk,  dated 

]  Septe.mber  17.  1816. 

J^^th.    Slaves  carried   away   from  the  Uniri?d 
^fiwies  by  British  oflBcert.  after  the  peace." 
^JlB   the   construction  given  by  His  Majesty's 

f[,'7ernment  to  the  first  article  in  the  Treaty  of 
>ti;nt,  in  relerence  to  the  slaves  carried  away 
IfcTija  the  United  Slates  by  British  oflicers,  after 
•ratificatiiiu  of  peace,  is  so  directly  at  variance 
Ji  the  cont-iruction  which  the  American  Gov- 
e^iment  think  alone  applicable  to  it,  the  under- 
•ned  has  bt^cn  further  instructed  to  propose  that 
i  question  should  be  submitted  to  the  decision 
some  friendly  sovereign.     This  reference  is 
?ge»ied  by. provisions  in  the  Treaty  of  Ghent 
df.  applicable  to  the  contingency  of  differences 
other  instances ;  and  it  is  conceived  that,  when 
h    differences   exist,   no   better  mode  can   be 
'■'pted  for  settling  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


i 
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w  viscount  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Adams. 

^"  September  28,  1816. 

P  Sir  :  I  very  much  regret  that  the  absence  from 
J  .adon,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  of  several  of 
we  Prince  Kegenl's  Ministers,  will  preclude  me 
l^i^n  returning  as  early  an  answer  to  your  note 
qf  ihe  17ih  as  I  should  wish,  under  the  sense  I 
tJb^isrtain  of  the  great  importance  of  the  several 

|-jecis  to  wiach  it  invites  the  attention  of  this 

[->yernment. 

1^  have  myself  obtained  the  permission  of  the 
>ipce  Regent  to  make  a  short  excursion  to  Ire- 
E:wd.  on  my  private  affairs;  but  1  shall  certainly 
^turn  10  London  by  the  middle  of  November, 
.^\  shall  lose  no  time,  as  soon  after  that  period 


as  my  colleagoes  shall  be  reassembled,  to  bring 
the  various  subjects  referred  lo  in  your  note  under 
their  deliberation. 

I  request  you  will  accept  the  assurance  of  the 
high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  dec. 

CASTLEREAGH. 
John  Q,.  Adams,  Esq.,  dec. 


STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

[Conamonicated  to  Congrew,  December  3,  1816,  by 
the  President  of  the  L'nited  States  in  hia  annnti 
Message,  of  which  the  following  i«  an  extract.] 
•'  For  a  more  enlarged  view  of  the  public 
finances,  with  a  view  of  the  measures  pursued  by 
the  Treasury  Department  previous  to  the  resig- 
nation of  the  late  Secretary,  I  transmit  an  extract 
from  the  last  report  of  that  oflBcer.  Congress  will 
perceive  in  it  ample  proofs  of  the  solid  foundation 
on  which  the  financial  prosperity  of  the  nation 
rests,  and  will  do  justice  to  the  distinguished 
ability  and  successful  exertions  with  which  the 
duties  of  the  Department  were  executed,  during 
a  period  remarkable  for  its  diflScuhies  and  its  pe- 
culiar perplexities." 


Extract  of  a  report  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Ttm- 
sury  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  the  honor 
to  submit  lo  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  following  general  sketch  of  the  finances,  with 
reference  to  ihe  1st  of  August,  1816.  comprehend- 
ing— 

I.  A  view  of  the  sources  of  revenue,  and  the 
objects  of  public  expenditure ; 

II.  A  view  of  the  fiscal  measures  during  1816. 

I.  .4  n>w  of  the  sources  of  revenue,  and  the  ob- 
jects of  public  expenditure. 

REVENCE. 

The  return  of  peace  enabling  the  Legislature 
to  alleviate  the  burdens  imposed  by  (he  necessities 
of  the  war,  Congress,  during  the  last  session,  dis- 
continued or  reduced  the  following  duties  and 
taxes : 

1.  The  acts  imposing  duties  upon  articles  of 
domestic  manufacture  were  repealed. 

2.  The  act  imposing  duties  on  furniture  and 
watches  was  repealed. 

3.  The  duties  imposed  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  foreign  merchandise,  Ac.  were  reduced. 

4.  The  duties  imposed  on  spirits  distilled  with- 
in the  United  States  were  reduced,  and  the  col- 
lection modified. 

5.  The  rates  of  postage  were  reduced. 

6.  The  direct  tax  was  reduced  from  $6,000,000 
to  $3,000  000,  and  imposed  for  one  year  only. 

7.  The  double  duties  on  merchandise  imported 
were  discontinued,  and  a  new  tariff  established. 

The  discontinuance  and  reduction  o(  the  duties 
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and  taxes  (independent  of  the  impost)  may  be  es- 
iimated  at  the  annual  amount  of  88.1KX).00U  with 
the  contingent  diminution  of  $3,000,000  more, 
if  the  direct  tax  should  not  be  continued  after  the 
year  1816. 

But  the  remaining  sources  of  revenue  were 
ample  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  credit. 
and  the  prosecution  of  a  liberal  and  provident 
policy.     They  consist— 

1.  Of  the  custom?,  including  the  duty  upon  salt, 
aceording  to  the  new  tariff  of  duties. 

2.  Of  the  direct  tax  imposed  for  1816. 

3.  Of  internal  duties  on  stamps ; 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Of  postage. 


on  licenses  to  retail ; 

on  spirits  distilled  ; 

on  refined  sugar ; 

on  carriages  and  harness ; 

on  sales  at  auction. 


4.  For  the  instalment  and  interest  payable  on 
funded  public  debt. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  temporary  loans  and 
Treasury  notes,  issued  under  the  authority  of  acts, 
passed  prior  to  December,  1814,  were  chargeable 
on  the  Sinking  Fund  ;  but  as  the  current  revenue 
will  afford  the  means  to  satisfy  those  demands,  la 
the  course  of  a  few  months,  the  floating  debt  is 
not  enumerated  with  the  objects  of  annual  ex- 
penditure. 

It  is  also  proper  lo  remark  that  the  principal  of 
the  Louisiana  slock  is  reimbursable  at  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  in  four  annual  instal- 
ments, commencing  in  1818 ;  and  that,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  old  six  per  cent, 
stock  will  be  extinguished  in  1818.  the  deferred 
stock  in  1824,  and  the  Louisiana  stock  in  1822. 
The  stock  created  on  account  of  the  war  debt  is 
charged  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  becomes  re- 
deemable at  various  peri9ds  between  the  years 
1825  and  1828. 

For  the  details,  connected  with  this  general 
view  of  the  resources  of  the  revenue,  and  the  ob- 
jects of  public  expenditure,  it  is  sufficient  to  refer 
to  the  annual  report  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, dated  the  6ih  of  December,  1815,  the  re- 
port on  the  subject  of  the  new  tariff  of  duties, 
dated  the  I2ih  of  February,  1S16,  and  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  VVay.s  and  Means,  dated  ihe 
9th  of  January,  1816.  The  sequel  of  the  present 
sketch  of  the  finances  will  likewise  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  explanation  and  illustration. 

II.  A  view  of  the  Fiscal  Measures  during  1S16. 

In  various  communications  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  Congress,  the  injurious  effects  of  the  sus- 
pension of  payments  in  coin  upon  the  administra- 
tion of  the  finances  have  been  anxiously  repre- 
sented. For  the  immediate  object  of  the  present 
report  il  is  proper  to  repeal  some  of  ihem  : 

1.  The  Treasury  has  been  compelled  to  accept 
the  payment  of  the  duiies  and  taxes  in  the  local 
currency  of  the  respective  places  of  payment. 

The  comparative  value  of  the  local  currencies 
appeared,  in  some  degree,  to  render  this  course  of 
payment  unequal;  but  the  alternative  was  either 
10  adopt  It,  or  lo  abandon  the  hope  of  collecting 
the  revenue  in  any  convertible  medium  for  satis- 
fying the   public    engagements.     The    rule  was, 


5.  Of  the  product  of  fines,  penaltie.*.  and  forfeit- 
ures, and  other  miscellaneous  receipts. 

6.  Of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands. 
To  these  .sources  of  revenue  must  be  added  the 

auxiliary  authority  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  of 
various  denominations,  and  to  raise  money  upon 
loan.  The  authority  was  necessary  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  revenue,  throughout  the  year  1815.  lo 
meet  the  arrearages  of  the  war  expenditure;  to 
discharge  the  floating  public  debt  of  Treasury 
notes  and  temporary  loans;  and  lo  pay  the  in- 
^talment  of  the  principal,  and  the  interest  of  the 
public  funded  debt.  But  the  Treasury  would 
no  longer  require  the  aid  of  loans  or  Treasury 
notes,  if  the  facilities  for  transferring  its  funds 
from  place  to  place  had  not  been  destroyed  when 

the  national  currency  became  extinct. 

The    Committee   of  Ways    and    Means   have 

heretofore  estimated  the  annual  product  of  the 

customs,  according  to  the  new  tariff  of  duties,  at 

about  the  sum  of  $17,000,000,  and,  although  for 

the  present  year  the  amount  will  be  much  greater, 

in  consequence  of  the  late  excessive  importations, 

the  estimate  of  the  committee  may  be  accepted  as 

a  just  measure  of  the  permanent  annual  product 

of'^tbe  customs  for  the  purposes  of  the  Peace  Esta- 
blishment.   The  annual  product  of  the  direct  tax, 

the  internal  revenues,  and  the  sales  of  public  lands 

have,  in  like  manner,  been  estimated  at  about  the        ^^     ^^^^      „„..^    ^„  „_ 

sum   of  $7,000,000;  making,  upon   this   general  i  |^g"^|,J|g"  <recla7ed'^iiharihe"Treasury  would  re- 


view, and  supposing  a  continuance  of  the  direct 
tax,  a  permanent  annual  income  of  $24,000,000. 

EXPE.NDITCRE. 

It  is  noi  intended,  in  this  preliminary  view  of 
the  objects  of  the  public  expenditure,  to  embrace 
the  temporary  objects  arising  from  the  war.  but 
those  only  of  a  permanent  nature  upon  a  Peace 
Establishment,  which  have  heretofore  been  esti- 
mated at  an  annual  aggregate  of  about  $24,000,000. 

1.  For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses. 

2.  For  military  expenses,  including  the  Indian 
Department,  and  the  armament  of  the  militia. 

3.  For  the  naval  expenses,  including  the  annual 
appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  timber,  and  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  navy. 


ceive  and  pay  in  the  notes  of  banks  circulating 
at  par  at  the  respective  places  of  receiving  and 
paying.  For  a  time,  the  test  of  the  fact  that  the 
notes  did  circulate  at  par  was  the  agreement  of 
the  banks,  employed  as  the  depositories  of  the 
public  revenue,  to  credit  them  as  cash  in  the 
Treasurer's  accounts;  but  when  ttie  principal 
banks  withdrew  that  accommodation,  and  refused 
to  credit,  as  cash,  any  bank  notes  but  those  which 
they  had  themselves  respectively  issued,  the  fact 
of  the  circulation  at  par  was  necessarily  left  to  it* 
own  notoriety,  and  the  official  responsibility  of  the 
collectors.  Few  notes,  except  the  notes  of  the 
local  banks,  continued  to  circulate  at  par;  and 
such  as  did  so  circulate  were  received  by  the 
I  banks  upon  special  deposite  for  safe-keeping,  con- 
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Jiiuiing  a   discredited    fund,    upon    which    the 
t^reasurer  could  only  occasionally  draw. 

The  op«ralion  of  this  measure  was,  undoubt- 
?ily,  severe  in  many  of  the  collection  district?, 
irticularly  in  the  States  where  the  banks,  pre- 
Jj^ring  for  the  resumption  of  coin  payments,  had 
%^c,  reduced  the  issues  of  their  paper  as  to  render 
^,e  circulating  amount  insufficient  for  the  de- 
Aiijand.  But  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  dispense  with  the  general  rule,  if  notes. 
Tot  circulating  at  par,  had  been  received  in  one 
■Jiptrict,  thev  must  have  been  received  in  every 
'P^^trict ;  and  there  existed  no  mode  of  discrimina- 
^ng  between  notes  to  be  received,  and  notes  to 
3L^  rejected,  either  as  to  the  bank,  or  the  place,  at 
^•liich  they  were  issued.  The  inevitable  conse- 
^^uences  must  have  been  that  the  duties  and  taxes 

Skould  everywhere  be  paid  in  the  most  deprecia- 
ted paper;  and  that  the  medium  thus  received 
*cjultl  never  be  employed  to  discharge  the  demands 
tescn  the  Treasury,  even  at  the  places  of  receiv- 
es It.  Tl»e  revenue  would  accumulate  in  the 
li^'feasiKy  only  to  perish  there ;  while  the  eipedi- 
**«B|t,  of  sub^tituting  Treasury  notes  to  meet  the 
^ii^blic  engagements,  led  to  an  indefinite  augmen- 
va^ion  of  the  national  debt. 

^  ^.  The  Treasury  has  been  compelled  to  aug- 
JilVnt  the  amount  of  national  debt,  both  funded 
|i;d  floatinir.  by  issues  of  Treasury  notes  to  meet 
public  engagements  at  places  where  it  could 
i^t  commaad  the  local  currency. 
^^Throughout  the  Eastern  Stales  the  Treasury 
•  )!^  hitherto  failed  to  command  an  amount  of  the 
Alc'al  curreacy  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  local 
^fmands.  The  banks  of  those  States,  fettered  by 
<ke  stipulations  of  their  charters,  could  not  follow 
■  y  example  of  the  banks  of  the  other  Stales  in 
(d  suspension  of  coin  payments;  but  their  issues 
notes  have  been  very  limited,  and  the  necessi- 
s  for  a  circulating  medium  have  been  princi- 
ly  supplied  by  Treasury  notes,  and  partially 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  New  York.  Under 
est  circumstances  the  revenue  in  the  Eastern 
lion  of  ihe  Union  has  been,  almost  entirely, 
■/llected  in  Treasury  notes.  Inferior  difficulties, 
fva  similar  causes,  have  occurred  in  some  of 
»^  Southern  States  ;  where,  also,  the  accruing 
enue  was  less  in  proportion  to  the  demands 
uich  the  arrearages  of  the  war,  as  well  as  the 
urreni  exponditures.  pressed  upon  the  Treasury. 
From  the^e  considerations  ii  is  obvious  that 
e  public  credit  could  only  be  maintained,  and 
.e  public  service  could  only  be  effected,  even 
lib  an  am[ile  revenue,  with  the  use  of  the  aux- 
lary  means  afforded  to  the  Treasury,  in  the  au- 
.•nority  to  borrow  money  and  issue  Treasury  notes, 
tile  use,  however,  has  been  made  of  the  author- 
to  borruw  since  the  closing  of  the  loan  of 
15  ;  but  the  warrants  uf  the  War  and  the  Navy 
>epartnJen(s,  as  well  as  the  dividends  payable  ou 
te  public  funded  debt,  have  required  a  consider- 
"  le  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  The  Treasury 
vjtes  bearidg  interest,  and  fundable  at  six  per 
ent.  have  been  generally  disbursed  in  payment 
services  and  supplies  ;  and  the  Treasury  notes, 
i)t  bearing  interest,  but  fundable  at  seven   per 


cent.,  have  been  generally  disbursed  in  payments 
on  account  of  the  I'unded  debt,  and  the  compen- 
sation of  members  of  Congress.  The  effect  of 
these  measures  will  be  more  particularly  stated 
hereafter. 

Thus  it  cannot  escape  observation  that  a  cause 
unconnected  with  the  late  war,  and  which  exists 
without  the  agency  or  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, will  probably  so  augment  the  amount 
of  the  funded  and  floating  debt  as  to  render  nuga- 
tory the  estimates  and  calculations  which  have 
been  made  on  other  occasions  in  relation  to  that 
subject.  The  restoration  of  a  uniform  national 
currency  can  alone  terminate  this  evil. 

3.  The  Treasury  has  been  involved  in  the  diffi- 
cult and  delicate  task  of  designating  the  medium 
in  which  the  warrants  drawn  by  the  heads  of  De- 
partments should  be  respectively  paid. 

The  revenue  is  collected  throughout  the  Union, 
but  the  amount  of  the  collection  is  very  different 
in  different  places;  and  it  has  happened,  not  un- 
frequently,  that  the  demand  for  payment  was  the 

f;reatest  where  the  means  of  payment  were  the 
east.  The  rule,  which  has  already  been  men- 
tioned, was  applied,  whenever  it  was  practicable, 
by  directing  warrants  to  be  paid  at  the  places  of 
rendering  the  services,  or  furnishing  the  supplies, 
for  which  they  were  respectively  granted.  But 
if  the  Treasury  possessed  no  funds  at  those  places 
the  differences  of  exchange  rendered  it  extremely 
difficult  to  locate  the  payment  of  the  warrants  in 
a  manner  equitable,  impartial,  and  satisfactory. 
For  some  months  after  the  war  the  Treasury  was 
scantily  supplied  with  the  local  currency  of  every 
place,  except  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the 
city  of  Baltimore;  and, consequently,  during  that 
period,  the  warrants  which  could  not  be  dis- 
charged at  the  seat  of  the  original  transaction 
were  paid  in  the  currency  of  the  District  or  of 
Baltimore.  The  progressive  accumulation  of  the 
revenue  opened  a  wider  scope  for  payments,  en- 
abling the  Treasury  to  draw  next  upon  the  banks 
of  Philadelphia,  and,  more  recently,  upon  the 
banks  of  New  York.  The  public  funds  in  the 
banks  of  the  Southern  and  VVestern  States  hav- 
ing, also,  become  generally  adequate  to  the  local 
demands,  it  may  now  be  considered  that  the  ac- 
tive resources  of  the  Treasury  are  co-extensive 
with  the  Union,  excepting  always  the  Eastern 
section.  The  difficult  task  of  locating  the  pay- 
ment of  warrants  still,  however,  continues,  and 
must  continue,  as  long  as  the  differences  of  ex- 
change shall  operate.  It  is  fiscally  impossible  to 
pay  all  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  at  one 
place  ,  and  every  holder  of  a  warrant  is  naturally 
desirous  to  be  paid  at  the  place  where  the  me- 
dium is  of  the  highest  current  value.  Under  such 
circumstances  it  is  to  be  expected  that  individuals 
will  sometimes  feel  disappointment  and  expre.«s 
dissatisfacuon ;  but  it  has  been  the  constant  and 
anxious  endeavor  of  the  Treasury  to  perform  it^= 
arduous  task,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discre- 
tion, guided  by  the  requisitions  of  the  depart- 
ments, by  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  debt,  and 
by  ihe  slate  of  the  public  funds. 

4.  The  Treasury  has  been  compelled  to  increase 
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the  number,  and  extend  the  range  of  banks  em- 
ploved  as  the  depositories  of  the  public  revenue, 
with  consequences  unavoidably  inconvenient  and 
injurious. 

As  soon  as  the  differences  of  the  current  value 
of  bank  notes  were  introduced,  and  particularly 
when  one  bank  refused  to  credit  as  cash  a  de- 
posite  of  notes  of  another,  the  Treasury  was 
drawn  to  a  choice  of  expedients;  that  is,  either 
to  take  the  hazard  of  accumulation  of  masses  of 
revenue  in  the  hands  of  the  individual  collec- 
tors and  receivers,  or  to  recognise,  as  places  of 
deposile,  the  banks  (being,  however,  banks  of  un- 
questioned solidity)  established  in  the  districts 
which  were  most  affected  by  the  course  of  the 
exchanges.  Many  powerful  reasons  led  to  an 
adoption  of  the  latter  measure  ;  instructions  were 
issued  to  the  collectors  and  receivers  to  act  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  the  number  of  banks  thus  neces- 
sarily employed  by  the  Treasury  from  Maine  to 
Louisiana  may  be  slated  at  ninety-four. 

To  the  inconveniences  incident  to  this  multi- 
plication of  the  places  of  deposile,  was  added  the 
complexity  inevitably  arising  from  the  various 
kinds  of  paper  in  circulation  as  money  upon  some 
of  which  minute  calculations  were  required. 
Generally  speaking  the  Treasury  has  with  each 
bank  four  accounts: 

An  account  of  cash,  meaning  (in  the  absence 
of  coin)  the  local  currency. 

An  account  of  special  deposites  of  bank  notes, 
being  notes  issued  by  banks  other  than  the  de- 
pository. 

An  account  of  special  deposites  of  Treasury 
notes  bearing  interest. 

An  account  of  deposites  of  small  Treasury  notes 
not  bearing  interest. 

Owing  to  this  untoward  condition  of  the  ma- 
chinery for  the  collection,  custody,  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  revenue,  lo  the  great  extension  of  the 
business  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  to  sev- 
eral  accidental  causes,  the   punctual  statement 
and  settlement  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts  have 
been  found  practicable.     To  expedite  and  facili- 
tate, however,  the  accomplishment  of  that  object 
proceedings  have  been  instituted  lo  withdraw  the 
Treasury  notes  from  the  banks,  for  the  purpose  of 
cancelling  them;  to  ascertain  the   character   of 
the   bank   notes   upon   special   deposite,   for   the 
purpose   of  claiming  payment,   or   an   effective 
credit  from  the  banks  which  issued  them;  and  to 
induce  the  banks  of  the   interior  to  transfer  the 
Treasurer's  balances,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
banks  of  the  commercial  cities  on  the  Atlantic, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  periodical  settlement:  the 
success  of  these  proceedings,  the  operation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United   States,  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  in  the  lawful  currency,  and,  above  all, 
the  improvements  contemplated  by  Congress  in 
the  constitution  of  the  Department,  are  objects 
of  high  and  urgent  importance,  demanding  con- 
stant vigilance  and  care. 

The  successive  attempts  made  by  this  Depart- 
ment to  relieve  the  administration  of  the  finances 
from  Its  embarrassments  have  been  ineffectual. 
There  was  no  magic  in  a  mere  Treasury  instruc- 


tion to  the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  which  could, 
by  its  own  virtue,  charm   gold  and   silver  again 
into  circulation.     The  people,  individually,  did 
not  possess  a  metallic  medium,  and  could  not  be 
expected  to   procure   it.  throughout  the  country, 
as  well  as  in  the  cities,  by  any  exertion  unaided 
by  the  banks.     And  the  banks,  too  timid,  or  too 
interested,  declined  every  overture  to  a  co-opera- 
ti^n  for  reinstating  the  lawful  currency.     In  this 
•  state  of  things  the  Treasury,  nay,  the  Legislature, 
remained  passive.     The  power  of  coercing  the 
banks  was  limited  to  the  rejection  of  their  notes 
in  the  payment   of  duties  and  taxes,  and  to  the 
exclusion  of  their  agency  in  the  custody  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  revenue  ;  but  the  exercises  of  that 
power  would  not  generate  a  coin  currency;  al- 
though it  would  certainly  act  oppressively  upon 
the  people,  and  put  at  hazard  every  sum  of  money 
which  was  due  to  the  Government.     Until,  there- 
fore, a  substitute  was   provided  for  the  paper  of 
the  banks,  it  would  have  been  a  measure  of  use- 
less and  impolitic  severity  towards  the  commu- 
nity to  insist  that  all  contributions  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the   Government    should    be  paid   in 
medium,  which,  it  is  repealed,  the  community 
did  not  possess,  and  could  not  procure. 

The  opinion  here  expressed  has  been  the  opin- 
ion of  all  the  States,  except  the  Eastern  States. 
In   the  Southern   and  Western  States  the  pay- 
ments in  coin  had  been  suspended  ;  and  in  most 
of  them  the  notes  of  the  local  banks  constituted 
the  general    circulating  medium  ;  for  the  Trea- 
sury note  medium  circulated,  almost  exclusively, 
in  the  commercial  cities.     The  obvious  difference 
between  the  situation  of  the  Eastern  section,  and 
the  other  sections  of  the  Union,  naturally  produ- 
ced a  difference  of  interests,  and  of  dispositions, 
upon  the  question  of  resuming  payments  in  coin. 
The   Eastern   section   urged    the   measure  at  all 
hazards.     The   other   sections,  and    particularly 
the  middle  section,  objected  to  it;  each  bank  pro- 
fessing, nevertheless,  a  willingness    to  adopt   it, 
upon  a  simultaneous  and   general   movement  oi 
the  banks,  directed  to  that  object.     With  respect 
to  the  Eastern  section,  a  peremptory  requisition 
for  a  return  to  payments  in  coin  would  have  left 
the  circulating  medium,  for  the  ordinary  uses  of 
the  people,  much  the  same,  in  quantity  and  kind, 
whether  the  distant  banks  conformed  to  it  or  not. 
But,  with  respect  to  the  other  sections,  such  a  re- 
quisition, if  the  local  banks  did  not  conform  to  it, 
must   have   deprived   the   people   of  their  only- 
means  of  paying  the  public  taxes,  and  of  trans- 
acting the  pecuniary  business  of  life.     It  was  not, 
then,  an  insensibility  to  the  pernicious  course  of 
banking  which  had,  of  late,  been  pursued,  nor  a 
disposition   to  relinquish   the  cardinal  policy  of 
restoring  the  lawful  national  currency,  that  in- 
duced this  Department,  during  the  year  1815,  to 
acquiesce  in  the  state  of  the  currency,  such  as  it 
was  found  when  the  present  Secretary  was  ap- 
pointed, and  such  as  it  had  been  left  by  Congress, 
after  the  deliberations  of  a  six  months  session,  but 
the  acquiescence  (painful  as  it  was)   proceeded 
entirely  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  Government^ 
and  of  justice  to  the  community  ;  from  a  solici. 
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l^Sde  to  preserrc  the  public  revenue,  as  well  as  to  |  why  he  should  refuse  to  pay  his  small  debts,  be- 
V'^event  private  distress;  and  from  a  conviction  |  cause  he  cannot  pay  the  large.  Upon  experi- 
^at  the  legislative  wisdom  and   authority  were     ence,  banks  (for  instance,  at  this  epoch,  the  Bank 

tione  competent  to  provide  the  means  of  remov-     of  England)  have  been  in  the  practice  of  paying 
^^g  ibe  great  evil  that  existed,  without  incurring    coin  for  their  notes  of  a  low  denomination,  while 

ihev  refused  that  kind  of  payment  for  notes  of  a 
the  last  ses-  >  high  denomination 
that  the  payment 

soon    beget    confidence    in    bank   paper   of  any 
amount  j  and,  conse<iuently,  render  a  general  pay- 
easy  and   safe.     The  quantity  of 


X^e  danger  of  introducing  a  greater  evil. 
'   The  result  of  the  proceedings  of  the 


jtion  of  Congress  has  justified  the  opinion,  and 
-Realized  the  hope  which  was  formed.  The  esl|b- 
^hment  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will 
-  .'oea  the  sources  of  a  uniform  currency,  independ 
e:xt  of  the  State  banks;  and.  as  the  people  will 
^^  thus  supplied  with  a  medium,  which  can  be 
<|)ied  for  every  public  and  private  purpose,  the 
■"jtremptory  requisition  of  the  resolution  of  Con- 
j*ess,  for  ihe  collection  in  the  lawful  money  of 
(he  United  States  after  the  20ih  of  February, 
1817,  becomes  at  once  just,  politic,  and  prac- 
'  liable. 

organize 


,  and,  upon  policy,  it  is  clear 
of  small  notes  in  coin  would 


in   coin  easy  and   safe, 
notes    abroad,    the    probability   of  a 


ment 

small    uuics    aurudu,    lae    prooaouiiy    oi   a    run 
through  that  medium  upon  the  banks,  and  all  the 
terrors  which   bankers  and  brokers  may  feel  or 
imagine,  will  furnish   no  argument  against  the 
proposition  for  a  partial  resumption  of  coin  pay- 
ments at  this  lime,  which  will  not  be  more  forci- 
ble against  a  general   resumption   at  all  times. 
But  It  is  impossible  to  pass  from  disease  to  health 
^*The  steps  which  were  taken  to  organize  the  |  without   some   suffering;    and  the  banks  cannot 
'Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  early  and  satis-  j  expect  to  recover  from  the  disorders  of  the  pre- 
^V-ctory  completion  of  its  subscriptions  to  itscapi-  ;  sent  banking  system  without  encountering  risks, 


^3^1,  and  the  advertisement  appointing  the  2dth  of 
•jHe  ensuing  October  for  the  election  of  directors  ' 
W)^  the  stockholders,  have  been,  heretofore  com-  i 
Jiiuoicated   to   the  President,   together  with    ihe 
Jeiter  which  was  addressed  to  the  Bank  Commis- 
'nfners  at  Philadelphia,  recommending  that  they 
|bauld  provide  a  place,  and  materials,  proper  and 
[cquisite  for  commencing  the  operations  of  the 
tstitution,as  soon  as  the  directors  shall  be  chosen, 
^he  general  solidity  of  the  subscribers  as  capital- 
ists, and   the  extensive  distribution  of  the  stock, 
ihroughout  (he  Union,  have  confirmed  the  public 
)ope  and  confidence  in   the  competency  of  the 
ink  to  accomplish  the  great  objects  for  which 
't  is  established. 

As  soon  as  it  appeared,  upon  reasonable  calcu- 
ttion.  that  the  subscription  to  the  capital  of  the 
knk  of  the  United  States  would  be  filled,  a  prop- 
osition was  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
ytate  banks  for  commencing  the  payments  of 
^mall  sum.<<  in  coin,  on  the  1st  day  of  October 
Yext,  upon  principles,  which,  with  the  approba- 
.**k)n  of  all  the  members  of  the  Administration, 
Jk^ere  stated  in  the  report  made  to  the  President 
•a  the  24th  June,  1816.  The  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  seemed,  indeed,  to  require 
^rom  the  Treasury  Department  an  effort  tofacili- 
Vte  the  restoration  of  the  lawful  currency,  even 
l^efore  the  20th  of  February,  1817;  and,  short  of 
V  general  return  to  that  currency,  nothing  was 
(bought  more  likely  to  be  acceptable  and  useful 
ban  the  prupustiion  in  question.  But  the  effort 
as  failed.  The  State  banks,  with  few  excep- 
,^40ns,  have  deemed  a  partial  resumption  of  coin 
Layments  inexpedient  ;  and  the  banks  of  the  Mid- 
ale  States  (Mew  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary- 
|[ind)  have  intimated  that,  about  the  Ist  of  July, 
^817,  will  be  the  proper  period  for  resuming  the 
yanking  operations  on  ttie  basis  of  a  metallic 
capital. 

».♦  The  rejection  of  the  Treasury  proposition  is 
Vregretted.  Upon  principle  there  is  no  good  rea- 
v^on  why  a  debtor  should  not  pay  a  part  of  bis 
Jdebis  although   he   cannot   pay  the  whole;  nor 


ing 
and  impairing  profits.  The  rejection  of  the  pro- 
position has,  however,  constrained  the  Treasury 
to  limit  its  exertions  to  preparatory  arrangements 
for  the  general  collection  of  the  revenue  in  the 
lawful  currency  after  the  day  prescribed  by  the 
Legislature. 

But  referring  the  period,  for  a  general  resump- 
tion of  payments  in  coin,  to  a  day  so  distant  as 
the  1st  of  July,  1817,  (several  months  subsequent 
to  the  time  prescribed  by  Congress  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue,  in  the  lawful  currency,  as 
well  as  the  time  when  the  operations  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  might  be  expected  to  com- 
mence,) IS  a  measure  of  the  most  serious  char 
acter,  indicating  a  dangerous  reliance  of  the  State 
banks  upon  a  change  in  the  policy,  or  a  relaxa- 
tion in  the  energy  of  the  legislative  authority. 
Its  effects,  if  unresisted,  or  if  fostered  by  a  tem- 
porising dispcsuion  on  the  part  of  the  Qovern- 
meni,  must  be  to  embarrass  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  in  the  onset;  to  confine  the  issuer 
of  the  notes  of  the  national  bank  to  the  amount 
of  the  coin  in  its  vaults,  to  deprive  the  people  of 
the  means  of  complying  with  the  resoluiioa  of 
Congress  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  coin, 
and  to  preserve  to  the  State  banks  an  illegitimate 
control  over  the  money  and  currency  of  the  na- 
tion. To  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and  virtue  of 
Congress,  therefore,  an  appeal  must  be  made; 
nor  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  State  authorities 
will  remain  insensible  to  so  calamitous  a  state  of 
things.  The  powers  of  the  Government,  vigor- 
ously and  steadily  exercised,  are  ample  for  re- 
dress and  relief;  and  it  is  yet  hoped  that  the  State 
banks  will  perceive  and  avoid  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences to  which  the  theatened  conflict  ioevita- 
tably  exposes  them.  The  second  instalment  to 
the  subscriptions  of  the  United  Slates  being  paid, 
the  price  of  gold  and  silver  being  obviuusly  in  a 
rapid  course  of  reduction,  the  means  possessed  by 
the  banks  to  reinstate  their  metallic  capitals  being 
faithfully  applied  to  that  object,  a  spirit  of  mutual 
conciliation  and  good  will  actuating  the  national 
and  Stale  institutions,  and.  in  short,  a  solid  fouo- 
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dation  of  public  confidence  being  thus  laid,  what  hare  the  State  banks  to  apprehend  from  a  retoro 
to  coin  payment  when  the  national  bank  shall  commence  similar  payraents,  (.say  in  January 
next.)  or  when  similar  payments  shall  be  exacted  from  the  people  in  the  collection  of  duties  and 
taxes  on  the  20th  of  February,  which  will  not  be  equally  operative  on  the  1st  July.  1817  /  1  be 
sincerity  and  the  honor  of  the  directors  of  the  State  banks,  who  have  proposed  the  last  date  as 
the  proper  period  for  all  the  important  reform  contemplated,  will  not  be  impeached  or  doubted  ; 
but  there  is  no  legal  obligation  to  conform  to  the  proposition ;  and  the  occurrence  of  new  incidents 
or  the  perception  of  other  views,  may.  hereafter,  be  thought  to  justify  a  change  of  council  and  oJ 
conduct.  There  is,  then,  no  .security  for  the  Government,  or  the  community,  but  in  the  inflexible 
adherence  to  the  system  which  Congress  has  adopted.  .        ,     , 

Having  reviewed  the  general  courseof  the  Treasury,  as  connected  with  the  state  of  the  currency,  it 
becomes  proper  to  exhibit  more  particularly  the  fiscal  results  ;  1st,  in  relation  to  the  appropriations 


and  payments  for  the  year  181G  ;  2dly,  in  relationto  the  receipts  at  the  Treasury  in  1816 ;  3dly,  in 
relation  to  the  public  debt  ;  and,  4thly,  in  relationto  the  "^;^'.'>i'-— -  Kn=,«.cc  .f  .s*.  n.n^rtm^nt. 


reiauon  lo  me  puu...  u.u.  ,  auu,  ,...; miscellaneous  business  of  he  Department. 

It  must  however,  be  remembered  that,  until  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  fanally  bal- 
anced and  settled,  the  statements,  which  have  been  officially  furnished  by  the  Register  for  the 
unmediate  purposes  of  the  present  report,  are  lo  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  estimates,  subject  to 
such  changes  as  the  ultimate  examination  of  the  accounting  officers  may  produce,  but  it  is  not 
believed  that  any  essential  variance  will  occur. 

1st.     Of  the  appropriations  oruf  payments  for  the  year  1816. 

The  demands  authorized  to  be  made  by  acts  of  appropriation  on  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1816, 
(independent  of  the  unsatisfied  balances  of  appropriations  for  former  years,  not  ""led  to  the  surplus 

fund.)  amounted  to  the  sum  of -  5Jii.4/D,JUJ  yj 

For  the  Civil  Department,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  the  sum 

q[         .  -  -  -  .-  -  -  -  83,540,770  18 

For  the  Military  Department     -  *     .     i  *  "     $794,250  75 

^""'*^  •  _ : 10,729  622  75 

For  the  Naval  Establishment    -            -            •          '  -            -            -     *-204,911  00 
For  the  public  debt 8,000.000  00 

'  $32,475.303  93 

The  payments  made  at  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  above  appropriations,  stated 

to  the  1st  day  of  August,  1816,  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
For  the  Civil  Department,  foreign  intercourse,  and  misce 


of         -  -  - 

For  the  Miliury  Department 
Arrearages 


llaneou.'^  expenses  the  sum 
-  $1,829,015  02 
$4,235,236  75 
8,935,372  00 

-  13,170.608  75 

1,977,788  50 


26,332,174  89 


For  the  Naval  Department         ..---- 
For  the  public  debt,  ($1,354,762  62,  being  part  of  the  balance  of  the 

preceding  year's  appropriations,)         ....  -    9,354,7b.j  W 

$26,332,174,  89 


The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  for  1816,  being 

To  be  credited,  however,  with  the  sum  of  $1,354,762  62,  taken  as  above  slated,  from 

the  last  year's  balance  of  appropriations  for  the  public  debt  -  -  -    80.i»J,i£y 

But  it  is  estimated  that  the  demands  on  the  Treasury,  from  the  1st  of  August  to  the  ^^^^  ^^J"?**".; 

1816.  will  amount  to  to  the  sum  of    ..----  -  $1^,41J,0^  J^ 

For  the  Civil   Department,  foreign   iniercourue,  and   miscellaneous 

expenses  -  -  - $1,629,494,90 

For  the  Military  Department HI!'?^  ^ 

For  the  Naval  Department         -----  *     ^,^^^>*'^'^   " 

For  the  public  debt,  including  the  payment  to  be  made  on  the  1st  of 

January.  1817 4,218,360  00 

$12413.524  33 


And  the  unexpended   balance  of  the  appropriations  for  1816,  amounting  only,  as 
above  stated,  to  the  sum  of    -  .  . 

There  i$  a  general  deficit  in  the  appropriation,  for  which  provision  must  be  made 
by  law,  amounting  to  the  sum  of       -  ---*'" 


6,143,129  04 


6,270,39§  29 


II 
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S'onnected  with  these  statements  it  may  be  useful  to  add,  that,  of  the  appropriations  granted  prior  to 
f  the  1st  of  January,  1816.  there  remained  on  that  day,  unexpended,  the  sum  of  -  $7 ,972,277  86 
''ifor    the  CiTii  Department,   foreign   intercourse,  and    miscellaneous 

1^.     "  r  ^  fy,n  ceo  OCO     SI 


-  $2,562,363  51 
20,222  66 

-  759,310  27 

-  4,630,381  42 

$7,972,277  86 


expenses  -  -  .  -  -  -  - 

por  the  MiOtary  Department    -  -  -  -  - 

l^'or  the  Naval  Department         .  -  -  -  - 

"'or  the  puhjic  debt         ..---- 

1    • 

md  at  the  fnd  of  the  year  1816,  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Department,  the  Naval  Depart- 
ment, ancj  the  public  debt  will  probably  be  exhausted  ;  but  there  will  remain  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  tie  appropriations  for  the  Ciril  Department,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscellaneous  ex^ 
penses,  estimated  at  about  the  sum  of  -  -  -  ■  -  -    $2,642,623  77 

t  

i  2d.    Of  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  in  IB16. 

\ 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  report  to  enter  into  the  details  of  that  portion  of  the  rerenue 

hich  has  accrued,   but  has  not  become  payable,  nor  to  distinguish  between  the  amount  produced 

loder  the  uid  or  war,  or  under  the  new  or  peace  system  of  revenue.     The  main  object  is  to  exhibit 

;he  actual  receipts  of  revenue  at  the  Treasury  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the   Isi  of  August,  1816, 

Sod  which  ^ave  arisen  from  the  following  sources: 
.     From  cAsh  in  the  Treasury,  (deducting  an  item  of  $6,692,407  55  in  Treasury  notes,  which  have 
been  pai4  for  duties  and  taxes.)  as  subject  to  the  future  settlement  of  the  Treasu- 
rer's acccfUnts,  at        -----  - 
,    From  revenue,  including  what  was  outstanding  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  to  wit  : 
pnstoms,  (jubject  to  a  deduction  for  debentures  paid  during  the  same  perjod,of 


-    $6,298,652  26 


by  Ohio 

by  South  Carolina 

by  Georgia 


3,050,000  00 

365.320  38 

88,527  62 

129.119  66 

80.696  02 


;$1.829,56)  33,) 

irect  tax.  ^independent  of  the  assumed  quoia,) 
*^isumed,  atlter  deducting  15  per  cent,  bjr  New  York 
il  Do.  -  do. 

t  Do.  \  do. 

T  Do.  (  do. 

Ai.uernal  duties  -------- 

**os(age  and"  incidental  receipts  .  .  .  -  - 

jiSalesof  putilic  lands,  excluding  $211,440  50  received  in  the  Missis- 
J    sippi  Ter|itory.  but  to  be  paid  to  Georgia     -  -  -  - 

jTotal  amouinl  of  receipts  from  the  revenue  and  cash  in  the  Treasury 

?J.     From  l'?aDs  and  Treasury  notes : 

Jl(Oans — 6  pf  r  cent,  slock  of  1314  .  .  -  -  - 

Do.  do.        ------ 

Do.  .  of  1515  -  -  -  .        - 

even  per  Jrent.  stock,  by  the  issue  reissued,  and  sale  ot  small  Trea- 
sury nole$  which  were  funded  ,  .  -  -  - 
> 
»Total  araoiint  of  receipts  from  loans     - 
^freasury  n  Mes,  of  the  new  emission,  bearing  interest 
or  small  Treasury  notes             -             -             - 


$21,354,743  74 


3,713.963  68 

3.864,000  00 

127,025  38 

676,710  40 


29,736,443  20 
36,035,095  46 


204,889  23 

87,902  08 

335,447  90 

4.289,089  00 


-  $2  S68.900  00 

-  2,004,597  00 


4,917,328  21 


4,873,497  00 


3  Ifotal  amount  of  receipts  I'rora  Treasury  notes  .  .  -  -  - 

.^Jaking  the  amount  received  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  1st  January  to  1st  August, 
'  1816  including  the  cash  in  the  Treasury  at  the  former  date,  the  sum  of    -  -  $45,825,920  6' 

.\i)d.  a>  It  i;  computed  that  between  the  l^t  of  August  and  the  31st  of  Decemb^i, 
!'  1^16,  th»:ie  will  be  further  received  al  the  Treasury  the  sum  of    - 


16,876,710  40 


^■♦roni  the  i;u>toras 
'  The  direct 'lax  - 
jiniernal  revenue 


-$16,500,000  00 

-  1.0(>0.000  00 

-  1,600,000  00 


i 
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The  sales  of  public  lands,  excluding  the  receipts  in  the  Mississippi 

Territory,  to  be  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia 
Postage  and  incidental  receipts  .  -  -  - 


676.710  40 
100,000  00 

$19  876,710  40 


Making  the  whole  of  the  estimated  receipts  for  the  year  1816,  the  sum  of 


65,702,631  67 


SUMMARY.  . 

First  1  From  the  foregoing  estimates  and  statements,  it  appears  that  the  receipts  into  the  Trea- 
sury f  including  the  cash  on  deposite  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  Iblb,)  from  the  1st  of 
January  to  the  1st  of  August,  1816,  may  be  stated,  subject  to  such  alterations  as  shall  occur  in  the 
final  settlement  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  at         -  -  -  '  "  %i'nio^^A  M 

2.  And  that  the  payments  at  the  Treasury  for  the  same  period  may  be  stated  at      -    2b,Si^,ni  aJ 


Making  an  excess  of  receipts  beyond  the  payments  at  the  Treasury,  from  1st  Jan- 

*      -^--     1..     A „,      101A     of     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  I       ■ 


uary  to  1st  August,  1816.  at 


$19,493,745  78 


Second  1  From  the  foregoing  estimates  and  statements  it  appears  that  the  receipts  at  the 
TTeasury.  as  above  stated,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  1st  of  August  1816  excluding  the  amounts 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  first  dale,  have  amounted  to  -  -  8Jy,5^7,^t)S  4i 

2.     And  that  the  probable  receipts  at  the  Treasury,  from  the  Isl  of 

August  to  the  31si  of  December,  may  be  estimated  at        -  -     lJ,a70,au-  iu 


Making  the  whole  of  the  estimated  receipts'at  the  Treasury,  for  1816,  exclusive  of 
the  cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  the  sum  of 

3.  But,  from  the  foregoing  siatemenls,  it  also  appears  that  the  payments  at  the 
Treasury,   from   the  1st  of  January   to  the   1st  of  August,  1816, 

amounted  to  the  ^um  of $26,332,174  8^ 

4.  And  that  the  demands  on  the  Treasury,  from  the  1st  of  August 

to  the  31st  of  December,  1816,  are  estimated  at  the  sura  of  -     12,413.524  JJ 

Making  the  whole  of  the  estimated  payments  and  demands  at  the  Treasury,   for 


$59,403,978  81 


1816,  the  sum  of 


38,745,699  22 


And  leavino-  an  excess  of  the  estimated  receipts  beyond  the  estimated  payments  and 
demands\t  the  Treasury,  for  1816,  exclusive  of  the  sum  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1816.  amounting  to *  -    ^u.oo^.^jy^^ 

\  general  statement  of  the  sums  paid  monthly  at  the  custom-houses  for  duties  on  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  of  the  sums  repaid  monthly  upon  debentures  issued  for  the 
drawback  of  the  duties  on  importation,  has  been  prepared,  embracing  the  period  irom  March.  laiJ) 
to  July   1816,  both  months  inclusive.     From  this  document  it  appears,    ^   ,     „   .     ,^  .     . 

1.  That  the  aggregate  of  the  duties  received  at  all  the  custom-houses  of  the  United  States   during 
'  the  above  specified  period,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  -  -  -  -  $23.2/1, 14J   jU 

2.  That  the  aggregate  of  the  debentures  paid  during  the   same  period,  amount  to 
the  sum  of      ---■""■""  ' 

Leaving  the  amount  of  duties,  for  the  above  specified  period,  (subject  only  to  a 
deduction  of  the  expenses  of  the  collection,)  ai  the  sum  of - 


2,624,421  66 


-$25.646.721  84 

3.  That  the  aggregate  of  the  duties  received  at  the  custom-houses  of  the  United  States, 

from  March  lo  December,  1815,  both  months  inclusive,  amounts  to  the  sum  of    -     ^b.JitJ.JW  /D 

4.  That  the  aggregate  of  the  debentures,  paid  during  last-mentioned  period,  amounts          ^^^  ^^^  ^^ 
to  the  sum  of  --------- ^ 

Leaving  the  amount  of  duties  for  the  last-mentioned  period,  (subject  only  to  a 
deduction  for  the  expenses  of  collection.)  at  the  sum  of  -  -  "    go.i^^i.o^^  ^j 

5.  That  the  aggregate  of  the  duties  received  at  all  the  custom-houses  of  the  United  ^ 
States,  frorn  January  to  July.  1816,  boih  months  inclusive,  amounts  to  the  sum  o(  $2l.J04,74d   /4 

6.  That  tV.e  aggregate' of  the  debentures,  paid  during  the  same  period,  amounts  to         g.->gj^^  33 
the  sum  of-  -  •  ""  "  '  '  '  -,-.     


Leavii 
dedi 


ng  the  amount  of  duties  for  the  last-mentioned  period,  (subject  ooly  to  a 

uction  for  the  expenses  of  collection.)  at  the  sum  of  -  -  "  $li^.o-^J.i>^  ^i 


i 
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Ijiie  districts  in  the  United  States  have  contributed  in  very  different  proportions  to  the  results, 
infiir-  collection  of  the  customs,  which  have  been  thus  generally  stated.  The  following  abstrtci 
wii^fford  a  cumparaiive  view  of  the  importations  into  some  of  the  principal  districts,  (those  whose 
iiiJirtations  have  produced  duties  exceeding  $400,000.)  from  March,  1815.  to  July,  1816,  both 
'  ive. 


DI8TSICT8. 


PhAit'ielphia    •  '■ 

Cli,->^8ton       -  r 

NeA  i)rle«n«  ••  < 

N< 


DO 


$9,9126.188  30 

6,085,206  65 

3,579,130  77 

3,339,101    11 

1,047,546  73 

732,083  13 

521,287  88 

491,150  36 


$933,394  65 

42:^,636  72 

477,487  91 

396,633  42 

86,392  49 

15,669  02 

3,690  56 

19,364  65 


Revenue  subject 
only  to  expense 
of  collection. 


$8,992,793  65 

4,661,569  93 

3,101,642  86 

2,942,467  69 

961,154  24 

716,414  11 

517,697  02 

471,788  71 


ri. — Thii  ijUtement  exhibit*  the  amoant  of  money  tctaalJj  p«id  into  the  TrcMary  at  thote  porta,  and 
ie  amount  /if  duties  which  accrued  during  that  period 


]  3.  Of  the  Public  Debt. 

Id-L  supplemeiit  to  the  annual  Treasury  report  of  December.  1815,  made  to  the 

_y  «(*use  of  Rt.presentaiives  on  the  28th  of  February,  1816,  ii  appears  that  the  bal- 

i^ire  of  the  vrhole  of  the  public  debt  contracted  prior  to  the  late  war  amounted  on 

?    ii,f  12th  of  February,  1816,  to  ------  - 

Tt*   amount  vihich  has  since  been  reimbursed  of  the  principal  of  the  old  six  per 
f*i.t.  and  deferred  stocks,  besides  the  payments  of  the  interests,  is  the  sum  of 

A&lat  this  tiiije  the  balance  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  contracted  before  the 
.lie  war  amounts  to  the  sum  of         ------  . 

Ir."|;he  same  supplemental  report  it  further  appears  that  the  estimated  amount  of  the 
thole  of  the  'public  funded  debt,  contracted  in  reference  to  the  lats  war,  amounted 
|i  the  12th  uf  February,  1616,  to  the  sum  of  -  .... 

["o  this  amount  there  has  been  since  added  the  following  items  : 
ti  six  per  c4Dt.  stock  to  pay  the  Bank  of  South  Carolina,  according  to  the  con- 
fi.ct  lor  a  i^an  made  to  General   Pinckney,  under  the  authority  of  the  War 
^epariment;  the  amount  being  included  in   the  appropriation  for  the  military 

;'^^'c«?  ' 843.956  04 

k.i  MX  per  cent,  stock  to  pay  the  Union  Bank  of  Charleston.  South 
y'arolina,  acjcording  to  the  contract  lor  a  like  loan,  the  amount 
jlding  includi;d  in  the  appropriation  for  the  military  service 

3.  *(>  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815,  in  lieu  of  Treasury  notes  funded  at 
^5  per  cent,  under  the  loan  of  1815,  and  which  thus  operated  to 

,ender  the  rmount  of  the  floating  debt  -  -  .  . 

4.  jQ  six  per  Ct'nt,  stock,  in  lieu  of  Treasury  notes  funded  at  par,  (as 
*«•  as  has  been  ascertained,)  and  which  thus  operates  to  reduce  the 
imount  of  the  floating  debt,  estimated  at      - 

5.  |»  seven  per  cent,  stock,  in  lieu  of  small  Treasury  notes  funded  at 
iw.  (as  lar  as  has  been  ascertained.)  and  which  thus  operated  to 
ftluce  the  atnount  of  the  floating  debt,  estimated  at 

Aii  jjnt  of  ihfc  addition  since  the  12ih  February.  1616,  to  the  public 
,  juded  debt,  contracted  in  reference  to  the  war 


838,335,832  58 
556,558  26 

837,779,274  32 
68,374,764  94 


43.956  04 


335,447  90 


9,200  31 


4,289,089  00 


4,721,649  29 


Es  mated  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  funded  debt  at  this  time,  contracted  in  refer- 
Dce  to  the  tate  war  -  -  .  .  .  . 


873,096.414  23 


In    De  same  sujpplemental  report  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  the  floating  publ 
,  ebt  on  the  J2th  of  February,  1816,  was  estimated  at  the  sum  of  - 
^0  this  sunv  there  has  since  been  added  the  following  itema: 

1.  *»'here  have  been  issued  and  re-issued  tmall  Treasury  notes,  at 


ic 


816,920,115  41 


^limated  at 


-  $2,004,597  00 
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2.  There  haying  been  issued  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest,  as  esti- 
mated at         ---....  .    2,861,900  00 


3.  There  have  been  obtained  temporary  loans  from  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, under  the  act  providing  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  public  buildings,  in 
addition  to  the  loan  of  8100,000  stated  in  the  supplemental  report       8^,00o' 00 

4.  There  has  been  obtained  a  temporary  loan  from  the  Farmers' Bank 
of  Virginia  to  pay  a  warrant  of  the  War  Department  in  favor  of  the 

Governor  of  Virginia,  to  pay  for  militia  expenses  during  the  war     -       150,000  00 


4,873,498  00 


But  the  floating  debt  has  been  diminished  since  the  12th  of  February,  1816,  in  the 
following  manner : 

1.  By  the  subscription  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  six  per  cent,  loan  of 
1815,  as  above  stated  -  -  -  .    .       . 

2.  By  funding  Treasury  notes  at  par  for  six  per  cent,  stock,  as  above 
stated  -  -  -  -  -  -. 

3.  By  funding  small  Treasury  notes  for  seven  per  cent,  stock,  as  above 
stated  -  -  -  -  -  .  - 

4.  By  the  payment  in  Treasury  notes  of  duties  and  taxes  estimated  to 
have  amounted  in  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  to 
the  sum  of      -----  .  $7,217,853  58 

In  small  Treasury  notes,  to  -  -  -        150,000  00 


200,000  00 
$21,993,612  41 


8318.675  52 

9.200  31 

4.289,089  00 


5.  By  the  repayment  of  temporary  loans,  viz: 

To  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings        .....     $225,000  00 
To  the  State  of  New  York,  on   account  of  the 

militia,  (principal)  ....        35000000 

To  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia,  (principal)     -        150,000  00 


Estimated  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  floating  debt  at  this  time 


7,367,853  58 


*  Outstanding  Treasury  notes 
Temporary  loans 


A  more  general  view  of  the  issues  and  reimbursements  of  Treasury  notes  has  been  presented  by 
the  Register,  to  show  the  amount  outstanding  on  the  1st  August,  1816;  from  which  it  appears— 

1.  That^the  issues  have  been,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  30,  1812      -  -    $5  000.000  00 


Do.  do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Notes  bearing  interest 

Small  Treasury  notes,  without  interest 


of  February  25,  1813 
of  March  4'.  1814     - 
of  December  26,  1814 
of  February  25,  1815— 

-  $4  422.400  00 

-  3,392.994  00 


-  5,000.000  00 

-  10.000.000  00 

-  8,318.400  00 


Total  amount  of  issues  of  Treasury  notes  -  .  .  -  . 

2.  That  the  reimbursements  by  payments,  when  the  notes  became  due  by  subscrip- 
tion to  the  loan  of  1815,  and  by  satisf"ying  duties  and  taxes,  have  amounted  to 

829.467  407  16 
Deduct  estimated  amount  of  interest,  included  therein        -  -    2.067  407  16 


7,815,394  00 
836,133,794  00 


27,400,000  00 


Leaving  an  outstanding  balance  of  Treasury  notes  of  every  denomination,  on  the 

1st  of  August,  1816*  amounting  to  the  sum  of  .  .  .  L  .    $8,733,794  00 


The  .tmojnt  reimbursed,  as  above  stated,  including  interest,  being 
14lh  Con.  2d  Sisi.— 37 


$29,467,407  16 


IH 


725.000  00 

1  O  "rriO  Q1Q     A1 

lis  time 

-  *$9.283,794  00 

m 

-  $8,733,794  00 
550  000  00 

1 

89,283,794  00 

i 

'^• 


I 
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Coft^-ifts  of  Treasury  notes  cancelled,  including  interest  thereon,  and 

ifCai course  of  «;aDcelment  at  the  Treasury,  amounting  to   -  -  $12,904,986  00 

Ani^iir  Treasurf  notes,  including  interest  deposited  in  the  several 

b^^s  to  the  cpedit  of  the  Treasurer,  as  appean*  from  his  statement     16.562.421  16 

i'  ■  «29  467.407  16 


1  fe  balance  nf  $8,733,794,  exclusive  of  interest  thereon,  is  still  subject  to  a  reduction  for  the 
amc)||ct  of  Treasury  notes  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and  receivers,  not  deposited  in  the  banks  on  the 
1st  f^  August,  1S16.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  that,  during  the  five  subsequent  months  of 
the  ;  r^'sent  year,  ihe  whole  of  the  floating  public  debt  in  Treasury  notes,  as  well  as  temporary  loans 
will-  H»  extinguisiied,  agreeably  to  the  anticipations  which  were  expressed  upon  that  subject. 
F  )^  the  preceding  estimate  it  appears  that,  at  this  time,  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  public  debt 
*     *  8120,159,482  55 


is  th    turn  of 

Consisting  of  the  following  items: 
1. Rounded  puHlic  debt  before  the  late  war 
2.j^'unded  public  debt  contracted  since  the  late  war 
3. ^Floating  pufblic  debt  outstanding 


i 


'    $37.779274  32 

-      73.096  414  23 

9  283  794  00 

8120  159  482  55 


The  tfgregate  amount  of  the  public  debt,  as  is  estimated  on  the  12th  February, 
IS44  h€iDg  thn  sum  of  -----... 

-r 
The  aggregate  reduction  since  that  period,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  - 


123  630  692  93 
$3,471,210  38 


T^(^;funded  public  debt  will,  unavoidably,  be  augmented,  as  long  as  the  disordered  stale  of  the 
currc^icy  shall  compel  the  Treasury  to  make  any  of  its  payments  in  small  Treasury  notes,  fundable 
at  s^cn  per  ccni.;  and  the  necessity  of  issuing  Treasury  notes,  bearing  mierest,  from  the  same 
caus^^will  also,  10  some  degree,  augment  the  funded  debt,  while  it  retards  the  eitinguishmei)i  of  the 
float. ^j  debt,  forlwhich  the  revenue  is  otherwise  ample.  To  render  the  funds  of  the  Treasury  as 
activ^  «s  po.'^sible^,  however,  they  have  been  applied  to  pay  off  the  temporary  loans  by  anticipation; 
tho.s«5obtained  in  Boston  and  Maine  (making  together  $550,0(X))  being  ihe  only  loan>  for  which  the 
local  .);>irrency  could  not  be  provided.  It  would  have  been  de>irable,  indeed,  to  have  employed  some 
of  th«  ;>ublic  funUs  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  stock  where  it  has  fallen  below  par;  but,  upon  ex- 
atniii3r;:on,  it  wa^,  found  that  the  appropriation  for  the  Sinking  Fund  did  not  admit  of  that  opera- 
tion^»'j|iw —  ^ 

The  istlance  of  tpe  appropriation  of  the  preceding  year  applicable  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  remain- 
intjCon  the  1st  |)f  January,  1816,  was  ......      $463038142 

And -dli^  approprfaiion  for  the  year  1816  was  .....         8.000000  00 

SI  2,630,381  42 


Of  w 

And 


ich  there  ^as  expended  to  the  30th  of  June,  1816 

\{e  probablri  demand  to  the  1st  of  January.  1817,  inclusive,  is 


39.354  762  62 
4  218  360  00 


13  573.122  62 


Leavpg  a  deficit;  which  must  be  supplied  as  .soon  as  the  next  session  of  Congress 
opteiSSj  amounting  to. 


S942  741  20 

Aic'her  item  yriU  be  added  to  the  public  debt  by  the  creation  of  the  five  per  cent,  stock,  in  pty- 
men^^jr  the  shares  held  by  the  Government  in  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  iht-  Un  t.d  St  les;  and 
it  m^^be  proper  to  bring  into  view  the  Mississippi  stock,  create  I  upon  the  -.ettl-'mfnl  of  what 
are  V;ually  calltJd  ';  the  Yazoo  claims,"  amounting,  on  the  30ih  of  August,  1816,  10  the  sum  of 
$4,2^J725  80.  I|  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  five  per  cent,  stock  is,  in  effn,  an  exchange 
for  a^fthercapi^al,  producing  probably  a  higher  rate  of  interest;  and  that  the  MisMssii.pi  siock 
bears.  «o  interesj,  and  is  only  eventually  reimbursable  out  of  the  proceeds  ol  the  >ale»  of  pub- 
lie  l*4'j*' 

«{he  paym^'at  of  the  interest,  both  of  the  old  and  new  debt,  and  for  the  reimburseme-nt  of  the 
iJent  of  th,;  principal  of  the  old  debt,  due  on  the  first  of  October  next,    provision   lias  been 
:>y   the   T-easury;    remittances   have  aNo  been  made  to  the  bankers  of  ih.- Unn.  .J  Siates  in 
rti  and  Amsterdam,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  Louisiana   stock   i.ay.it.ie  .a   those 
'respectively,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1816.  and  the  1st  of  January,  1817.     Ami.  m,  far   as  de|»ends 
»K    _,;»"^j^epartraent,  lunds  have  been  supplied  to  meet  alt  the  demand^  upo.i  th.-  Goverument  of 
ttke  pp.ited  Siateji,  upon  the  various  general  accounts  which  are  open  there— 
e  %   the  intere;it  on  the  Louisiana  stock; 

t 

^        i 
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For  foreign  intercourse,   including   th«  diplo. 

malic  fund  ; 

For  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  of  war;  and 
For  the  support  of  American  seamen  in  foreign 

countries. 

4.    Of  the  miscellaneous  business  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  several  important  objects  confided  to  the 
Department,  independent  of  its  merely  fiscal  du- 
ties, have  received  attention. 

Without  entering  into  a  minute  enumeration 
of  them,  the  following  are  proper  to  be  selected 
for  notice  : 

1.  The  survey  of  the  coast. — The  necessary  in- 
struments having  been  secured,  Mr.  Hassler  has 
been  employed  as  the  superintendent  of  the  work, 
upon  the  principle  and  terms  slated  in  his' letter 
of  instructions,  dated  the  3d  of  August.  1816. 

2.  TTie  road  from  Cumberland  to  Ohio. — The 
course  of  the  road  having  been  confirmed  by  the 
President, from  Cumberland  to  Uniontown,  thence 
to  Brownsville,  thence  through  Washington  and 
Alexandria  to  Wheeling,  Colonel  Eli  Williams 
has  been  employed  to  survey  and  locate  the  road 
from  Brownsville  to  Wheeling,  as  well  as  to  ex- 
amine the  deviations  which  have  been  made  by 
Mr.  Shriver,  from  the  route  originally  proposed 
by  the  Commissioners.  Several  plans  have  aI.so 
been  suggested  for  dividing  the  road  into  sections, 
and  for  expediting  the  work.  But  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  require  immediate  care  and 
attention,  and  may  be  traced  in  the  correspond- 
ence between  this  Department  and  Colonel  Wil- 
liams and  Mr.  Shriver. 

3.  The  Custom-house  establishment. — The  8ih 
section  of  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April,  1816.  has 
appropriated  $250,000  for  custom-liouse  estab- 
lishments, upon  a  suggestion  from  this  Depart, 
ment  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with 
a  view  to  the  accommodation  of  the  five  principal 
commercial  cities,  to  wit:  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia.  Baltimore,  and  Charleston.  The 
only  establishment  previously  owned  by  the  Gov. 
ernment  was  the  cu-.tom-house  at  New  Orleans. 
From  the  correspondence  with  the  respective 
collectors,  and  reports  which  have  been  made  to 
the  President,  it  will  appear  that  the  purchase  of 
a  custom-house  at  Boston  has  cost  -  $29,000 
Thata  purchase  has  been  authorized  at 

New  York,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  55,000 

That  a  purchase  has  been  authorized 
at  Philadelphia,  at  a  price  for  the 
site,  and  the  buildings  to  be  erected, 
which  will  probably  amount  to  .  65,000 
That  a  negotiation  has  taken  place 
with  the  trustees  for  building  an  Ex- 
change at  Baltimore,  who  offer  to 
erect  and  convey  to  the  Govern- 
ment a  suitable  establishment,  being 
part  of  the  Exchange,  for  -  .  70,000 
And  that  a  site  and  buildings  may  be 
purchased  at  Charleston  for  the  sum 


of  . 


50,000 
$269,000 


But  the  appropriation  only  amounts  to       250,000 
Leaving  a  deficit  of  -        -       $19,000 


Upon  this  statement  it  is  proposed  to  suspend 
the  purchase  at  Baltimore  until  an  additional  ap- 
propriation can  be  obtained;  but  to  complete  ib€ 
purchase  of  the  establishments  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Charleston,  upon  an  enlarged 
scale,  and  more  adequate  to  the  growing  com. 
merce  of  those  cities. 

4.  Hie  Legislative  calls  for  information. — 
Several  resolutions  were  passed,  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  requiring  information  at  the 
next  session  upon  various  subjects  ;  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  enable  the  Department 
to  report.  The  resolutions  and  correspondence 
on  file  will  furnish  you  the  particulars. 

5.  IVie  case  of  Hoyt  vs.  Gelston  et  al. — In  con- 
sequence of  instructions  issued  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  by  authority  of  the  President,  the 
collector  and  surveyor  of  the  port  of  New  York 
seized  the  ship  called  the  '"American  Eagle,"  un. 
der  the  charge  of  being  illegally  armed  and  equip. 
ped  within  the  United  Stales,  for  the  purpose 
of  waging  hostilities  against  a  friendly  foreign 
Power.  Upon  a  trial  in  the  district  court  of  New 
York  the  vessel  was  ordered  to  be  restored,  and 
the  judge  refused  to  gram  a  certificate  that  there 
was  a  probable  cause  of  seizure.  The  owner 
brought  an  action  of  trespass  against  the  seizing 
officers  in  the  Slate  courts,  and  recovered  dama- 
ges to  ihe  amount  of  $107,369  43.  The  cause 
has  been  transferred  by  order  of  the  President 
from  the  court  of  errors  in  New  York  to  the  Su. 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States,  where  it  is 
now  depending  for  a  final  judgment,  and,  proba- 
bly, the  judgment  will  be  rendered  at  February 
term  next.  As  the  collector  and  surveyor  acted 
in  obedience  to  their  orders,  they  appear  to  be  en- 
titled to  an  indemnity  from  the  Government ;  the 
subject  was,  therefore,  subiuitled  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  at  the  last  session,  and  a 
report  was  made  by  ihe  committee  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  indemnity.  It  is  important  that  the 
report  should  be  lakeu  up  and  decided  early  in 
the  next  session.  All  the  facts  and  proceedings 
in  the  ca?e  may  be  traced  in  the  report  of  this 
Department  to  the  Senate,  during  the  session  end- 
ing in  1816,  and  in  the  report  to  the  Comtnitlee 
of  Ways  and  Means  during  the  session. 

6.  The  direct  tax  of  Georgia. — The  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia  assumed  me  quota  ol  the  direct 
tax  imposed  upon  that  State  for  1816;  but  the 
Governor  did  not  give  nonce  of  the  assumption, 
within  the  period  prescribed  by  law,  although  the 
amount  of  the  lax  was  remitted  to  the  Treasurer 
in  certain  drafts,  before  ihe  day  fixed  for  paying  it, 
in  order  to  entitle  the  State  to  the  abatement  of 
fifteen  per  cent.  Under  tlie.ve  circumstances  the 
^•sss  amount  of  the  quota  has  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  subject  to  ihe  relief  which  Congress 
may  hereafter  jtrovide. 

All  which  is  re.»j)ectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Treasory  Dbp't,  Sept.  20,  1816. 
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Jl  ]  J  POSTCRIPT. 

T|R;Secretaryjof  the  Treasury  has  the  honor  to  add,  that  certain  occurrences,  happening  since 
the  W-J?'5iDg  report  was  presented,  merit  observation. 

l.^Wbe  situatijjn  of  the  public   credit    and    resources  at  Boston  has  enabled   the   Treasury  to 


discl^|re  the  loali  of  $500,000,  long  due  to  the  State  bank,  in  the  following  manner: 
By  a  jj^ft  for  caul,  amounting  10     -..-... 
By  i    i'tft  fi>r  T^^easury  notes  of  the  oew  emisjioo,  bearing  interest  at  their  par  value 


$130,000 
370,000 

$500,000 


I?  ■  - 

.  *-ir"«e  situaii-sn  of  the  Treasury  has  authorized  an  additional  notice  for  the  payment  of  Trea- 

f  fcies.  pavab'e  in  New  York. 


2. 

3.  r^Mie  exi*tit;g  prospect  justifies  an  expectation   that  the  Treasury  will  be  able  to  pay  all  its 
«°g*^»^^°^  '°  ^^^  Eastern  States  with  the  local  currency,  before  the  expiration  of  the  present  year. 
.     *'  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

TRiiiiaDRY  Dei''t,  Sept.  30,  1816. 

Ij        i  • 
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^Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatires,  December  20,  I8I6.3 

In  frhpdience  t&,  the  directions  of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish 
the  I^^sury  Department,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  following  report 


>imates 


REVENOC. 


t  revenuearising  from  duties  on  merchandise  and  tonnage,  internal  duties,  direct  tax.  public 

postage,  'and  incidental  receipts  which   accrued   during  the  year  eighteen   hundred  and 

en,  (1814.')  amounted  to       ------  -      $11,500,606  25 

t  which  arcrued  from  the  same  sources  during  the  year  1815,  amounted  to       49,893,219  02 


Tiz: 

CustLWis,  as  appea-rs  by  statement     -  -  -  - 

InteriSi  duties       ';      - 
Direc\tax       -       -      - 
Pubii*'inds   ------- 

Postagt  and  incidontal  receipts  .  -  .  - 

'■♦: 

The  f'^venue  which  has  accrued  from  the  same  .-sources  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year 
ei^^l^en  bundrr-d  and  sixteen,  (1816,)  and  that  which  will  accrue  during  the  remaining  quarter, 
is  (animated  to  amount  to  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -      $38,050,000  00 


-  A 

36,643  598  77 

-  B 

5.963,225  88 

-  C 

5.723,152  25 

- 

1.287.959  28 

- 

275,252  84 

49,893,219  02 

VIZ 


Cust 
Inter 


830,000,000  00 

-  4.150,000  00 

-  2,700  000  00 
the  receipts  in  the  Mississippi  Territory)      1,500.000  00 

300,000  00 

38,650,000  00 


duties 
Direr^iax  (net  proceeds) 
Publ  K^lands  (exclusive  of 
Postay  aod  incidental  receipts 

The  |ir:eipts  in  the  Treasury  from  the  same  sources  during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen, 
(1^''.)  are  estimated  at      --------      $46,900,00000 


't 


Custr^is  -  -  . 

Direc^-tax        -  -  - 

Inten^Jjl  duties 

Publiij^lands    - 

Pobta^f  and  incidental  receipts 

t 


viz: 


$36,000,000  00 

-  4  200,000  00 

-  4,900.000  00 

-  1  500000  00 

300  000  00 

46900.000  00 
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Receipts  from  loans  and  Treasury  notes. 
Loans  under  the  act  of  15th  November,  1814-  -  -  -$243,911  39 

Loans  under  the  act  of  3d  March,  1815  .  -  -  -     318,675  52 

Do.    temporary  loans  .---..     150,000  00 


Amount  annually  borrowed  to  30th  September,  1815  -  -  -    712.586  91 

Treasury  notes  :  amount  issued  prior  to  the  1st  of  October,  1816,  un- 
der the  act  of  24lh  February,  1815. 

Notes  bearing  interest  per  statement  L        4.274,800  00 

Small  Treasury  notes  not  bearing  interest, 

amount  issued  and  reissued  -  5,773.168  00 

10,047.968  00 

10.760.554  91 

Making  the  total  amount  estimated  to  be  actually  received  in  the  Treasury  during 
the  year  1816  -----.... 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  (including  an  item  of 
$6,361,125  43  in  Treasury  notes.)  which  had  been  paid  for  duties  and  taxes 

Making  the  amount  estimated  to  be  actually  received  into  the  Treasury  during 
the  year,  including  the  sum  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  January  last 

The  application  of  the  moneys  actually  received  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
year  1810,  will  be  as  follows:  To  the  30th  of  September  the  payments  have 
amounted  to  the  following  sums  nearly,  (the  accounts  being  not  yet  made  up, 
the  precise  number  cannot  be  given.) 

For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expenses 


57,660,554  91 
13,106,592  88 

70.667.147  79 


Military  service,  (including  an  arrearage  of  811.212.560  00) 
Naval  service  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Public  debt,  viz: 

Interest  and  reimbursement  -  .  -  -        $8,009,936  34 

Reimbursement  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes     -  5,606,650  24 


2,359,404  99 

14.079.009  27 

2,707,009  27 


T' 


■13.616,586  58 


During  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year   the  payments  are  estimated  to  amount  to 

the  following  sums,  viz  : 
For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expenses      -  -  -      750,000  00 

Military  service  -.--...    2,450.000  00 

Naval  service   ---..--.    1^200,000  00 
Public  debt,  viz  :  interest  and  reimbursement  to  the  1st 

of  January,  1816,  inclusive  -  -  -  -       2,100,000  00 

Reimbursement  of  Treasury  notes      -  -  -    13,000,000  00 

15,100,000  00 


$32,762,416  84 


The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  have  been  estimated  at  57.660.564  91 
And  the  balance  at  the  commencemeat  .  .  -  .      13106  592  33 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  the  sum  of      - 


19,500,000  00 
52,262,416  84 


70,767,147  79 
18.504,730  95 

Of  which  sum  it  is  estimated  that  $10,000,000  will  be  in  cash,  and  the  remainder  in  Treasury 
notes,  principally  issued  under  the  act  of  the  24th  of  February,  1815,  which  cannot  be  reimbursed 
without  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Notwithstanding  the  favorable  situation  of  the  Treasury,  the  disordered  state  of  the  currency  still 
continues  to  embarrass  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government.  The  expectation  which  had  beea 
formed,  that  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  in  the  Eastern  section  of  the  Unioo,  might  be  paid  ia 
the  local  currency  by  the  end  of  the  year,  has  not  been  realized.  To  discharge  the  claims  in  that 
quarter,  arising  from  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  public  debt,  whicb  will  be  payable  oq 
the  Isi  of  January  next,  small  Treasury  notes  must  he  issued,  or  a  temporary  loan  must  be  obtained 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  those  demands.  The  latter  alternative  has 
been  embraced,  and  a  proposition  for  that  purpose  has  been  made  to  the  bank,  and  has  been  favora- 
bly received  by  it.  j 

When  those  claims  are  satisfied  there  will  be  no  further  embarrassmeni  until  the  next  quarterlf 
payment  of  interest.  To  prevent  the  necessity  of  resorting  again  to  loans  for  that  object,  the  reissue 
of  Treasury  notes  of  all  descriptions  should   be  discontinued.     When  this  course  is  adopted,  aotf 
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per5.*rred  in,  the  revenue  in  that  quarter  will  be  collected  in  current  money,  and  will  be  more  than 
s^fii  Sent  to  satisfy  all  the  claims  of  the  public  creditors.  The  more  certainly  to  effect  that  object, 
it  isispectfully  recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  made,  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gresFfor  the  reiinbursement  of  the  whole  of  the  Treasury  notes,  issued  under  the  act  of  the  24th 
of  F''1)ruary,  1815.  The  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  preceding  laws  have  either  been  reim- 
burs«d|or  provision  made  for  that  object  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  acts  under  which 
tbey^  ued  having,  by  appropriations,  provided  for  their  reimbursement,  oo  further  appropriattuDs 
arc  nifssary  for  that  purpose. 

%  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  ^nded  debt  contracted  before  the  late  war,  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  January,  1816. 

anXuDled,  as  per  statement  B,  to     -  -  -  -  -  -  -    $38,340,906  77 

By  i»  same  statement,  n  appears  that  the  funded  debt  contracted  on  account  of 

th»*ate  war,  amounted,  on  that  day.  to       - 


Mikt.,;  the  whole  funded  debt,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1816,  amount  to  - 
To  w^ich  must  *>e  added  temporary  loans,  viz: 

le  the  State  bank.  Boston             .....  500,000  00 

Cumberland  bank,  Maine         .....  50,000  00 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia      -            -            .            .  175,000  00 

*'     State  of  New  York      ......  350,000  00 


«^ic 


65,944,434  29 


104,258,341  06 


Maki  ^  an  aggregate  amount,  on  that  day,  of  .... 
To  tht<  amount  there  has  been  added,  between  the  1st  day  of  January,  1816,  and 
thei&Oth  of  September,  the  following  sums,  viz: 


1,075,000  00 
105  350,341  06 


6  per  cent,  stock  of  1814 
^    6  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 
,'    6  per  cent.  Treasury  note  stock 
%    7  per  cent.  Treasury  note  stock 

Fromivhich  deduct  temporary  loans  paid  off  - 
ReimBorsement  of  old  six  per  cent,  stock  and  deferred 


-  $229,801  31 

-  335.448  90 

58,245  78 

-  4,570,621  00 


$1,025,000  00 

846,039  76 


5,257,116  99 


1,871,639  76 


3,385,477  23 


Makit^  t^6  whole  public  debt,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1816,  as  appears  by  state- 
?2^  C,  amount  to 


me« 


u    Viz:— Old  funded  debt 
^  New  funded  debt 

Temporary  loan 


•  37,494.267  01 

-  71,201.551  28 

50,000  00 

108,745818  29 


108,745,818  29 


Add  Av  amount  of  seven   per  cent,  stock,  which  it  is  estimated  will  be  created 
dur^ »  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  by  funding  small  Treasury  notes 

Make^ibe  estimated  amount  of  the  public  debt,  on  the  Isi  of  January,  1817 

And  i^  compromise  with  the  Yazoo  claimants  has  created  stock  to  the  amount  of 


The 
wi 


Habscription  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 


reate  five  per  cent,  stock  to  the  amount  of 


520,405  00 

109,266,223  29 

7,000,000  00 
4,098.615  29 


Bu^  1*  the  first  is  only  an  exchange  for  the  tame  amount  of  bank  capital,  which  will,  probably, 
produ.  #  an  excess  of  dividends  beyond  the  interest  payable  on  the  slock,  equal  to  the  reimbursement 
of  thejinncipal,  before  the  expiration  of  the  charier,  and  the  second  bears  no  interest,  and  will 
probar«!y.  be  reimbursed  by  the  sales  of  the  public   lands  in   the   Mississippi   Territory,  during  the 
three  tigccecdiog  years,  no  further  provision  lor  lUeir  ultimate  redemption  appears  to  be  necessary. 

i  : 

5  SINKING    FU.ND. 

Acf^r-^ing  to  the  existing  laws,  the  Sinking  Fund  consists  of  a  permanent  appropriation,  $8,000,000 
per  an^'4^1.  which  is  vested  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  by  them  applied  to 
the  pajiient  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  to  the  redemption  of  the  principal.     Of  this 


Wiient  ot  the  interest  ot  the  public  debt,  and  to  the  redemption  of  the  principal.  Of  this 
^re  will  be  required,  during  the  year  1817.  for  the  payment  of  interest,  $6,084,415  93 ;  leaving 
1.-1  of  $1915584  07  to  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  debt.     This  sum, 


BBm  ti'jre  wi 
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operating  upon  the  prineipie  of  compound  interest,  will  not  redeem  the  whole  amount  of  the  funded 
debt  before  the  year  1842.  An  attentive  examination  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  public  debts  in 
other  countries  cannot  fail  to  impress  the  American  Republic  with  the  necessity  of  making  suitable 
exertions,  in  periods  of  peace,  to  release  the  national  revenue  from  so  heavy  an  encumbrance. 
Although,  from  our  happy  form  of  Government,  and  from  our  fortunate  geographical  position,  we 
may  reasonably  calculate  upon  being  less  frequently  subjected  to  the  calamities  of  war  than  has 
hitherto  fallen  to  the  lot  of  other  civilized  nations,  yet  reason  and  experience  forbid  the  expectation 
that  we  shall  be  exempted  from  its  evils  until  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt  shall  be  effected  by 
the  operation  of  the  existing  Sinking  Fund. 

By  referring  to  the  laws  authorizing  the  several  loans,  which,  during  the  late  war,  have  swelled 
the  public  debt  to  its  present  amount.  Congress  has  uniformly  pledged  the  faith  of  the  nation  to  pro- 
vide sufficient  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the 
debt  so  crealed.  The  time  has  now  arrived  when  that  pledge  ought  to  be  redeemed.  It  is,  there- 
fore, respectfully  proposed,  that  there  be  annually  appropriated  the  sum  of  $2,000,000,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  of  $8,000,000,  now  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt ;  and  that  that  sum  be  vested  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  applied 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  existing  Sinking  Fund.  It  is  also  proposed  that  when  the  six  per  cent, 
stock  can  be  purchased  at  par.  or  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  can  be  purchased  at  six  per  cent,  premium, 
or  when  a  greater  amount  can  be  redeemed,  according  to  the  conditions  attached  to  the  different 
loans,  of  which  the  funded  debt  is  composed,  than  the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  applicable  to 
the  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  funded  debt  within  any  one  year,  there  be  paid  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  the  further  sum  of  81,000000  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  if  such  payment  can  be  made ;  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  of  8:^.000,000;  which  additional  sum  shall  be  applied  to  the  redemption  or  purchase 
uf  the  principal  of  the  debt. 

As  the  funded  stock  which  may  be  subscribed  by  individuals  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Government,  and  as  the  Louisiana  stock  is  to  be  reimbursed  in  four 
annual  instalments,  commencing  in  the  year  1818,  the  effect  of  the  provision  will  be  an  annual 
addition  of  $1.000000  for  the  succeeding  six  years,  if  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit  of  its 
execution. 

By  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  thus  enlarged,  the  whole  funded  debt  will  be  extinguished 
within  the  term  of  fourteen  years.  In  the  present  unsettled  state  of  the  revenue,  arising  from  the 
excessive  importations  ot  foreign  merchandise  during  the  previous  and  present  year ;  from  the 
change  in  the  rate  of  duties  imposed  upon  merchandise;  and  from  changes  made  in  the  various 
branches  of  internal  revenue,  it  would  be  unsafe  to  vest  the  whole  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
preicni  year  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  that  the 
revenue  which  will  accrue  during  the  year  1817.  will  fall  considerably  below  the  permanent  annual 
expenditure,  inclusive  of  the  addition  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  That  deficiency, 
as  well  as  any  other  which  may  occur  in  the  two  succeeding  years,  will  be  covered  by  the  balances 
which  It  IS  estimated  will  be  m  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1817  and  1818. 

Of  the  estimate  of  the  Public  Revenite  and  Expenditures  for  the  year  1816. 

The  probable  authorized  demands    upon   the  Treasury,  during  the  year  1817,  are 
estimated  to  amount  to  --.-..-. 

Viz: — Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expenses  -  -  -  $1,765,513  03 

Military  service,  (including  an  arrearage  of  Sl,540,000,)         -  -     7,999,625  79 

Naval  service,  (lucludiug  $1,600,000  for  the  permanent  increase  of 

the  Navy,)     -  -  - 3,986,658  75 


$21,751,797  57 


Public  debt 


Deduct  war  arrearage 


8,000,000  00 


21.751.797  57 


Add  for  annual  incidental  expenses,  not  embraced  in  the  estimate 

Making  the  permanent  annual  expenditure     ... 
To  which  add  the  sum  proposed  to  the  Sinking  Fund 


1,540,000  00 

20,211,797  57 
-   288,202  43 

20,500,000  00 
3,000,000  00 


Making,  in  the  whole,  an  aggregate  amount  for  the  permanent  annual  expenditure. 

until  the  public  debt  is  redeemed,  of  .....  1  $23,500,000  00 


% 


'■« 


'^1 


m 


■I 


m 


if  A 


The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  year  1815.  estimated  the  revenue  which 
would  accrue  during  the  year  1816,  under  the  modifications  proposed  by  that  report  to  the  ex- 
isting laws  for  raising  revenue,  at-  .  .  .  -  -  -  $25,600,000  00 
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Vi>«''-Castof«s 


Intinal  duties 

Di4ct  tax,  (n(»t  proceeds.) 

Pu  *ic  lands        -  -  . 

Poat^ge  and  incidental  receipts 


817,000.000  00 

-  4.500000  00 

-  2.700,000  00 

-  1,000.000  00 

400,000  00 

25  600.000  00 


But«he  revenue  which  has  actually  acrrued  during  the  year  is  estimated,  as  alrea- 


38.650,000  00 
-  $13.050000  00 


d^stated,  at 
Mali^i^  an  aggregate  excess,  beyond  the  estimate  of  the  last  year,  of 

V^iich  excess  has  arisen,  principally,  in  the  customs. 
By  le  same  report,  the  money  rereivable  into   the  Treasury  during  the  year  1916,  arisinjf   princi- 
p^y.  from  revenue  which  accrued  during  the  year  1915.  was  estimated  at  -  S33  4(X)000  00 

y'^^'9"/*°'"**  '  •  "  '■'■■  -  -  821,000,000  00 

Intejial  duties;  -..-...     5000.OOO  00 

S'lT'I^^j 6.000.000  00 

Pubfe  lands       - 1,000  000  00 

Posiare,  and  incidental  receipts  .....        400.000  00 


33.400,000  00 


M3.5<X>.000  00 


Buiihe  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  from  those  sources  of  revenue    are 
e^<|inated  at    - 49,600.00000 

Leai,Qg  an  excess  of  receipts  beyond  the  estimate,  of  -  -  . 

Thej^ctual  excejs  in  the  customs,  beyond  the  estimate  of  1915,  being 
In  t{i  internal  duties,  direct  tax,  and  postage,  there  is  a  deficit  of 

And«p  excess  in  public  lands  of  -  ....  . 

Mak*.;^,  as  before  stated,  the  whole  excess       ..... 


815.000,000  00 
2,000.000  00 

13,000,000  00 
500.000  00 


813,500,000  00 

comparative  statements  just  presented   prove  the  extreme  difficulty  there  was  in  1815  of 
;  any  estunate  upon  which  reliance  could  be  placed.     The  excessive  importations  of  foreign 
andise,doring  the  past  and  present  year,  have,  but  in  a  slight  degree,  diminished  that  difficulty 
venue  wh.ch  accrued  from  imports  and  tonnage  during   the   three  first  quarters  of  the  year 
ave  averaged  S9,000,00<1  a  quarter ;  while   that  which  will   have   accrued    durin.r   , he   last 
r  is  estimated  at  not  more  than  one-third  of  that  sum.     As  the  redundancy  of  for°ei-n  mer- 
chat.J.se  in  the  country,  which  has  produced  this  extraordinary  reduction  of  duties  in  the  fourth 
quarAr  of  the  year  will  continue  to  influence  the  importations  of  the  year  1817.  the  revenue  accruing 
iT;T       '°."^7'  L  "°#  '^^  y^*""'  Pri^bably  cannot  be  safely  e.stimated  above  $12  000  000 
W| tnust  look,  therefore,  to  the  revenue  accruing  in  the  year  181S  a.  the  average  revenue  arising 
fromlat.es  atid    axes  of  a  permanent  character,  by  which  the  permanent  expeofuure  of  the  Gov- 
ernaj.t  should  be  regulated.     From  the  facts  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  "he  revenue 
whu^  will  accrue  during  the  year  is  estimated  as  follows,  viz  •  rcvcuue 

CusAj 


818,000.000  00 

■    2  500.000  00 

-     1,500,000  (X) 

250,000  00 


Inter'dl  duties    ..... 

Publi  lands       -  .....  \ 

Post»jt!  and  incidedtal  receipts  .... 

Mak.^g  an  aggregate  amount  of   .        -  -  .  .  .  ~" 

In  tj  year  ISlluhe  first  instalment  of  the  bonus,  payable  to  the  Bank  of  the" 
lj>*.cd  btates.  becomes  due  .  -  .  .  "»^  "i   mc 

Dur  J:  the  ^ame  year  it  is  believed  that  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Georgia' will  be* 
pa^^  an,J  the  M^siss.ppi  stock  will  be  absorbed  by  the  sale  of  the  pubirc  lands  a 
th^Iiss.ssippi  Temtory,  which  will  give  an  additional  revenue  f?ora  the  public 
lar,    |for  tne  year  1S20,  and  for  subsequent  years,  of  .  .  .  ^        . 

vu*^i'   '^*^  revenue  for  the  year  1820  amount  to 

Whifti  may  be  estimated  as  the  permanent  annual  revenue  after  that  period. 


822.250,000  00 
500,000  00 

1,500,000  00 
$24,250,000  00 
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But  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  1817.  are  estimated  as  follows,  viz: 
Customs  .......  824,000.000  00 

Internal  duties  .......     2.900.000  00 

Direct  tax,  (outstanding  and  receivable  that  year.)      -  -  -     2,000.000  00 

Public  lands       •  .  -  -  -  -  .  .     1,500.000  00 

Postage  and  incidental  receipts  -  -  -  .  -       250,000  00 


To  which  add  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  that  year 

Total  ways  and  means  for  1817  .--.... 

The  expenditure  for  that  year,  as  before  stated,  including  the  proposed  addition  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  is  estimated  to  amount  to     - 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1818.  of 


30.650,000  00 
10,000,000  00 

40,650,000  00 

-  25,000,000  00 

-  $15  650,000  00 


■r : 


Ways  and  Means  for  1818. 


Balance  in  the  Treasury  as  before  stated 
Customs  .... 

Internal  duties  ... 

Public  lands       .... 
Postage,  and  incidental  receipts 


815.650.000  00 

-  12,000.000  00 

-  2,500,000  00 

-  1.500.0(X)  00 

250.000  00 


The  permanent  expenditure,  including  the  proposed  addition  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
has  been  e.ttimated  at- 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January.  1819,  estimated  at     .  -  . 

Ways  and  Means  for  1819. 
Balance  in  the  Treasury  as  above  stated  -  .  . 


831,900,000  00 
23  500.000  00 
$8,400,000  00 


-  88.400.000  00 

-  18,000.000  00 

-  2.500.000  00 

-  1,500,000  00 
500,000  00 
250,000  00 


Customs 

Internal  duties   ...... 

Public  lands       ...... 

Bonus  from  the  United  States  Bank,  payable  this  year 
Postage,  and  incidental  receipts 

Permanent  expenditure  as  before  stated  ...... 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  day  of  January.  1820,  a  balance  of     - 
After  which  period,  the  permanent  revenue,  as  before  stated,  is  estimated  to  exceed 
the  permanent   expenditure,  taken  as   the  basis  of  this  report,  by  the  annual 
amount  of-  --  .  .  .  .. 

Making  an  excesss  of  revenue  beyond  the  estimated   expenditure  during  the  next 
four  years,  of  --..--... 


831.150,000  00 
23,500,000  00 

7,650,000  00 
750,000  00 


88.400,000  00 


Applicable  to  such  objects  of  internal  improvement  or  national  defence  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
may  direct. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD,  Se&ry  of  the  Treasury. 
Treasury  Department,  Dec.  16.  1816. 


<U4 


M 


Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  duties  which  accrued  on  merchandise,  tonnage,  passports,  and 
clearances  of  debentures  issued  on  the  exportation  of  foreign  merchandise,  and  of  expenses  of 
coUeUion,  during  the  year  1815.  j       r  j 

Merchandise       -----,.._ 


Tonnage,  Jcc.     - 
Passports 
Debentures  issued 
Gross  revenue    - 
Expenses  on  collection 
Net  revenue 


838,068  890  30 

618  341  00 

15,932  00 

1,650.671  91 

37.052492  26 

408,893  49 

36,643,598  77 
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State  of  the  Finances. 


B. 


SfgiemeiU  of  Ike  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  of  temporary  loans,  on  the  Ut  ofJan^y.  1816, 

Filled  debt,- pxclusire  of  the  sura  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fund: 
>.x  per  cei.t.  stock  ....     $17,250,87141 

Ifiree  per  cent,  stock       ....       16,158.189  79  * 


I'firee  per  cent. 

Jeferred  stock      ... 
Louisiana  stock    - 
^ix  per  cent,  stock  of  1796 

;xchaDged  <ix  per  cent,  stock  of  1812 


.i  per  cent,  stock  of  1812,  11  million  loan 
■  X  per  cent,  stock  of  1813,  16  million  loan 
;X  per  cent,  stock  of  1813,  7^  million  loan 
J\x  per  ceat.  slock  of  1814.  25  million  loan 
»4  per  cent,  stock  of  1815,  18,452,800  loan      - 
^%  per  cent,  stock  of  Treasury  notes,   bearing 
i-*3terest,  1  .inded  at  par  ... 

!/en  per  cent,  stock  of  small  Treasury  notes 
liinded  ---.-- 


16,158.189  79 
9.358,320  34 

10,923.500  00 
80,000  00 
2,984,746  72 

$7,810,500  00 

18.109  377  43 

8,498,581  95 

15,661,818  54 

11,952,700  74 

2,481  63 

3.e08.974  00 


56,755,619  20 


65,954,434  29 


T 


sorary  loans — 

ue  to  the  Siate  Bank.  Boston 

{.fjfe  to  the  Cumberland  Bank,  Maine     - 

h^Je  to  the  ^anks  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

fije  to  the  State  of  New  York  - 
i 


-tl22,700,053  55 


8500,000  00 

50,000  00 

175  000  00 

350,000  00 


/rtiinal  an-jounl  of  the  funded  debt  and  temporary  loans,  1st  January,  1616 
duct  reiniburseraeot  of  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks  to  the 
ilst  December,  1815,  per  Treasury  settlements  -  $24,341,990  68  (6) 

cm  this  siira  deduct  reimbursement  paid,  or  stock  sub- 
>o<juentIy  transferred  to  the  sinking  fund      S28,748  02 
/will   the   dilference   between   the  nominal 

Vmouot   of  six    per   cent,    and    deferred 

'■•iiock  eiciianged,  and  the  amount  of  ei- 

.^changed  Mock  issued  in  lieu  thereof 


1.075,000  00(a) 
«123,775,053  55 


S123.775.053  55 


.Jedeemeg  amount  1st  January.  1816 
I%)Lainal  amount,  as  above  stated,  brought  down 


5,898,530  17 

5,927,278  19 

$18,414,712  49 
-  S105,360,34l  06(c) 

-  $123,775,053  55 


9INKI.NG    FUND. 


Allowing  sums  ar«  in  the  Treasury  books,  passed  to  the  credit  of  this  fund 


f^o reign  Debt. 


er  cent,  stock 
per  cent,  stocks 
siocit^ 


•i  A  per  cent 
i'%*r  cent. 

I 


$8,200,000  00 

820.000  00 

3.180.000  00 


-$12,200,000  00 


*r 

6.>.*»r  cent,  stock 
h^r  cent,  s^ock 
LVrred  stock 
•r  cent,  srock 

•nanged  *>  per  cent,  stock 
?verted  0  per  cent,  stock 


Domestic  Debt. 


$1,946,026  92 
698.555  41 
1,005.179  83 
6,482.500  00 
6,294.051  12 
1,859,850  70 
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4A  per  cent,  stock 

bl  per  cent,  stock 

NaTy  6  per  cent,  stock 

Louisiana  stock 

6  per  cent,  stock  of  1812 


$176,000  00 
1,848,900  00 
00 
00 
00 


711.700 

326,500 
324,200 


'S21,673,463  98 


-$33.873463  98 
(d)  $147,643,517  53 


Notes. 

(a)  Amount  of  temporary  loans  unpaid  1st  January,  1815 
Receifcd  into  the  Treasury  in  1815 — 
From  the  City  Bank,  New  York      - 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York      -  -  - 

Manhattan  Bank         do  ... 

Mechanics'  Bank         do  ... 

Bank  of  America         do  .  .  . 

Manhattan  Bank  do  ... 

City  Bank  do  ... 

Mechanics'  Bank         do  ... 

Sute  of  New  York  .... 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
Bank  of  Virginia  .... 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  ... 


Paid  ofT  in  1815  per  public  printed  accounts 
Amount  as  above  stated 


$600,000 


$200,000 

200,000 

200.000 

75000 

75,000 

75.000 

75000 

200  000 

350.000 

175,000 

450.000 

200,000 


■$2,275,000 

$2  875.000 
1,800,000 

$1,075,000 


(&)  This  is  the  aggregate  of  the  several  annual  settlements  predicated  on  the  quarter-yearly  div- 
idends payable  from  1st  January,  1796,  inclusive,  and,  after  making  the  deductions  herein  stated 
will.  00  the  full  payment  of  the  old  six  per  cent,  and   deferred  stocks,  accord  with  their  present 


Dommai  amount. 

(c)  Unredeemed  amount  1st  January,  1815 

Additions  in  1815 — 3  per  cent,  stock 

6  per  cent,  stock,  1812 

6  per  cent,  slock,  1814         -      ^^^ 

6  per  cent,  stock,  1815 

J  6  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  funded 

7  per  cent,  small      do  do 


Temporary  loans 


$3  36 
50,000  00 

-  1,426.967  29 

-  11.952.700  74 

-  '     2,481  63 

-  3,908,974  00 

$17,341,127  02 
2275.000  00 


present 
$89,110,337  20 


$19,616,127  02 
Deduct  reimbursements  of  old  6  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks  in  the 

year  1815 $1,566,123  16 

And  temporary  loans  paid  off  -   •         -  -       1,800,000  00 

$3,366,123  16 


-$16,250,003  86 


As  above     .----..- 

(ci)  Nominal  amount,  including  Sinking  Fund,  1st  January,  1815  • 
Additions  in  1815,  including  temporary  loans    .  .  . 

As  above      ...-..., 
Treasury  Depart.ment,  Register's  Office,  December  10,  1816. 


$105,360,341  06 

$139.832  390  51 
17.816,127  02 

$157,648,517  53 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
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State  of  the  Finances. 


E^i^mate  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  temporary  loans,  on  the  1st  Oct.,  18 IG. 


■ji  ,  rUIfDED  DEBT. 

Ei';'usive  of  suras  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
^4>er  cent,  stock 
pA)er  cent,  stock 
Referred  stock 
J^uisiana  stock 
^er  cent,  stock  of  1796 
J^chaoged  6  per  cent,  of  1812 

pjx  per  cent,  stock  of  1812, 11  million  loan 

-oDitto  do     of  1813,  16  do 

I  Ditto  do    of  1813,    7i  do 

I  :Ditto  do    of  1814, 25f         do 

-5  {Ditto  do    of  1815,  18,452,800  loan 

Tix  per  cent,  stock,  Treasury  notes  per  25th  February,  1815,  funded 

j^cven  per  cent,  stock,  small  Treasury  notes,  funded 


Sn^50.871  41 

16,158,180  79 

9,358,320  34 

10,923,500  00 

80  000  00 

2,984,746  72 


87.810500  00 
18,109.387  43 

8,498,581  95 

15,954  619  85 

12,288,149  64 

60.727  41 

8,379.595  00 


$56,754,619  26 


Temporary  Loans. 
&e  Cumberland  Bank,  Maine  ....... 

i  ■ 

?«f™»na^  amount  of  funded  debt  and  temporary  loans,  1st  October,  1816 
4P|-duct  reimbursement  of  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks  to  the  3ht  of 
.   .^..„„„,k„.   iQ,^  „.-^ $24,34 l.g90  68 

♦  .  846,639  76 


71,201,551  23 
$127,957,170  54 

50,000  00 
$128,007,170  54 


^ 


A^ecember.  1815,  per  Treasury  settlements 
the  l^t  October,  1816,  estimated  at 


'^f'duct,  as  per  last  annual  statement 


$25.188630  44 
5,927278  19 


H 


19,261.352  25 


^redeemed  amount  on  the  1st  October,  1816 
piominal  amount,  as  above  stated,  brought  down 


(a)  $108,745  818  29 


i      i^i  SINKING  FUND. 

T^^followiotT  sums  are.  in  the  Treasury  books,  passed  to  the  credit  of  this  fund  : 


$128,007,170  54 


Cifoi 


Foreien  Debt. 


f\vi  per  cent,  stock 
K^ur  and  a^  half  per  cent. 
Fiur  per  cent,  stock 


btock 


$8,200,000  00 

820,000  00 

3,180,000  00 


^i 


-$12,200,000  00 


Domestic  Debt. 


Sff.  per  cent,  stock 
sTJlree  per  cent,  stock    . 
.^>*,ferred  stock    . 
^K^ht  per  cent,  stock    . 
■Jijchanged  six  per  cent,  stock 
^("^nverted  xjk  per  cent,  stock 
:i'''jur  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock 
f:Te  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock 
Nivy  six  per  cent,  stock 
4>.5uisiana  six  per  cent,  stock    . 
•i^^  per  ceu(.  stock  of  1812      . 

'i    •■ 

II     i 


$1,946,026  92 

698  555  41 

1,005,179  83 

6,182.500  00 

6.294,051  12 

1,859,850  70 

176.000  00 

1,848.900  00 

711,700  00 

326.500  00 

324.200  00 


-821,673,463  98 


-$33,873,463  98 
(6)  $161,880,634  58 
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Notes. 

(a)  Unredeemed  amount  on  the  1st  January,  1816 
Additions  to  1st  October,  1816:      . 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 
Treasury  notes  six  per  cent,  stock 
Treasury  notes  seven  per  cent,  stock 


Deduct  temporary  loans  paid  off  .  .  . 

Deduct  reimbursement  ol  the  old  six  per  cent  and  deferred 
stock     ....... 


Unredeemed  amount,  as  above    . 

(b)  Nominal  amount,  including  Sinking  Fund,  1st  January,  1816 
Additions  in   1816  ...... 


Deduct  temporary  loans  paid  to  the  State  Bank.  Boston 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

The  State  of  New  York    ..... 


Nominal  amount,  as  above  .... 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office.  December  19.  1816. 


$105,360,341  06 


$292,801  31 

335448  90 

58,245  78 

4,570,621  00 


$1,025,000  00 
.     846.639  76 


5,^57,116  99 
$110,617,458  05 

1,871,639  76 
$108,745,818  29 


.  8157,648,517  53 
5,257,116  99 


$500,000 
175,000 
350,000 


$162,905,634  52 


1,025,000  00 
$161,880,634  52 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


DUTY  ON  STILLS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Houm,  January  13,  1817.] 
Treasury  Department.  Jan.  13,  1817. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  9th  of  March.  1816, 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "to 
report  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  whether 
any,  and.  if  any,  what  alterations  are  nects.«ary 
to  tqualize  the  duty  on  the  capacity  of  stills, 
boiler*,  and  other  instruments  used  in  distilla- 
tion," I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  information 
obtained  upon  that  subject  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  to  whom  it  was  referred  bv  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  result  of  the  inquiry  instituted  by  that 
officer  renders  it  doubtful  whether  any  change  in 
the  exi.^ting  system  is  indispensably  necessary. 

Should  the  change  suggested  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue  be  declined,  the  idea  pre- 
sented in  document  C.  for  introducing  uniformi- 
ty in  the  form  and  construction  of  stills  and  boil- 
ers, appears  to  be  entitled  to  consideration,  if  the 
sy>tem  of  internal  revenue  should  be  rendered 
permanent.  The  more  easily  to  effect  that  object, 
the  furra  and  construction  of  stills  and  boilers 
deemed  most  efficient  in  distillation  should  be 
designated  by  law,  and  legal  provision  should  be 
made  for  allowing  a  certain  discount  upon  the 
amount  of  the  tax  imposed  upon  all  such  stills 
and  boilers,  after  the  expiration  of  a  certain 
number  of  years.  By  fixing  the  lime  sufficiently 
remote  to  allow  of  the  expiration  of  existinc' 
leases  and   contracts,  the  owners  of  stills  of  a 


different  construction  would  not  fail  to  have  them 
changed  into  the  form  designated  by  law.  As 
every  deviation,  after  that  period,  from  the  pre- 
scribed form  would  be  excluded  from  the  allow- 
ance granted  in  favor  of  that  description  of  still 
or  boiler,  no  change  would  be  attempted,  except 
when  the  advantages  resulting  from  it  would 
exceed  that  allowance. 

In  order  that  this  regulation  may  not  operate 
to  the  repression  of  enterprise  and  invention,  the 
law  might  provide  that  no  change  in  the  rate  of 
tax  thus  established  should  be  made  with  a  view 
to  equalize  the  duty,  upon  any  deviation  from  the 
prescribed  form,  for  a  certain  term  of  years  after 
it  should  be  in  operation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon.  Henry  Clat, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Heps. 


Treasury  Department, 
Revenue  Office,  Dec.  30,  1816. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having, 
on  the  29th  day  of  June  last,  referred  to  me  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  9th  of  March  preceding,  requiring  him  "  to 
report  to  the  next  session  of  Congress  whether 
any,  and.  if  any.  what  alterations  are  necessary 
to  equalize  the  duty  on  the  capacity  of  stills, 
boilers,  and  other  implements  used  in  distillation," 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  thereon  the  following 
report : 
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51^0  obtairt  the  best  materials  for  forming  an 
0|ri|iion  oq  the  point  referred  to  me,  a  letter  was, 
^ibe  14th  Uay  of  July,  addressed  to  Dr.  Samuel 
^^itchili.:of  New  York,  and  tc,  Alexander 
i^il^i'son.  EJsq.,  of  Philadelphia,  a  copy  of  which 
iiiajinexed.  tpiarked  A.  [ 

*<jn  the  Ipth  of  the  same  monthi,  a  circular 
l^<r  (raark;'d  B)  was  addressed  to  the  respective 
cfpit'Ctors  of  the  internal  revenue,     i 

Afessrs.  Michill  and  Anderson,  havi'ng  promptly 
k.-dertaken  ^o  fulfil  the  trust  confided  to  ihem. 
ha«e  transm-itted,  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries, 
tKf  annexed  communications,  marked  C,  D,  E  . 

^•■^Dswers  have  likewise  been  received  from  most 
Oi*(jhe  collectors,  from  which  it  is  computed  that 
tl^f.  are  in  ^he  United  Slates  650  boilers  of  an 
^^■i^^  capacity  of  102  gallons. 

^»^,070  stills  of  capacities  not  exceeding  fifty 

g  gallons. 

il 7,080  stijlti  of  capacities  between  fifty  and  one 

1^  hundred  gallons. 

*  9,160  stiUs  of  ca[»acities  between  one  hundred 

W;  afad  two  hundred  gallons;  and 

mi  570  stills  of  capacities  (exceeding  two  hun- 

S;  dr<:d  gallons. 

l^'^gffeablyf  to  the  information  derived  from 
t^e^e  and  other  sources,  aided  by  that  previously 
if^'.he  Trtaiu/y,  it  appears — 

JlJChal  by  fiir  the  greater  number  of  stills  (more, 
fAjjably,  th«o  nine  out  of  ten  )  are  of  the  cummoo 
tiS-coDstrucun,  which  is  generally  very  uniform. 

yphat  the  i hallow  stills,  though  at  present  few 
ir^ijumber.  lire  increasiog  slowly. 

>fhat  if  ^he  late  changes  and  present  most 
^  roved  forms  of  construction  be  (akea  as  a 
^{le.  the  advantages,  combining  ail  the  inci- 
(^ial  circtfrasiances  of  the  shallow  over  the 
dVj)  stills,  d*)  not  seem  to  be  generally  considered 
a#^reat. 

;Whai  the  h^-nefit  attached  to  stills  with  Whit- 
r^^i's  and  Anderson's  improvt-raents  appear  to  be 
t^'Ch  greater. 

^Thai  tne  new  stills  in  use  exhibit  a  great 
i^lety  of  c^)ristruction.  and  differ,  in  their  pro- 
(f^f^ive  powers,  much  from  each  other. 

i^hat  the  'luilers,  as  well  in  their  construction 
a«f  iheir  pro<J(icts,  differ  greatly  from  each  other. 

if^hat,  although  the  preseut  duty  on  the  boilers 

lan 
raate- 
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i?^|j(tnerallv  considered  as  relatively  lower  iha 
t^A  on  the  stills,  the  former  do  not  seem  raati 
r^^liy,  if  at  al|,  to  increase;  that,  on  (he  contrar 
tijC'- instances,  are  frequent  in  which  they  have 
U^u  ahau  oiiVd  (or  stills;  a  circumstance  which 
ifi'.es,  perhafrs,  principally  from  the  inferior  qua- 
lij,'  of  the  spirits  made  with  the  boilers.  A  con- 
ti^i-y  opinion  is,  however,  expressed  on  this  point. 
a^#?ell  as  oikers  connected  with  boilers,  by  Mr. 
>)^^erson. 
I^t  he  inequalities  in  the  operation  of  the  existing 
d-|t,es  do  not.  in  my  opinion,  sensibly  affect  the 
rt^f^nue.  or  yive  to  one  description  of  vessels  ad- 
vAwages.  in  their  practical  effects,  greatly  inju- 
ries to  tho-c  uf  a  different  description.  As. 
l|^.vever,  itf  satisfactorily  appears  that  several 
C^es  exist  (II  stills,  as  well  as  boilers  of  a  parii- 


colar  form,  paying  at  present  but  an  inconsider- 
able duty  compared  with  that  generally  paid,  it  is 
probable  that  these  inequalities,  however  limited 
at  present,  will,  unle^s  seasonably  counteracted, 
become  the  germs  of  much  greater  inequalities. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  counteraction 
may  be  effecte*!  by  graduating  the  duty,  according 
to  the  size  and  form  of  each  still  or  boiler,  on  a 
principle  resulting  from  a  combination  of  their 
form  and  size. 

It  was,  in  a  great  measure,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  the  practicahility  of  this  suggestion, 
that  the  inquiry  submitted  to  Messrs.  Mitchill 
and  Anderson  was  instituted.  Their  answers, 
and  particularly  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son, will  show  the  light  they  have  been  enabled 
to  shed  upon  this  point. 

Although  it  does  not  appear,  either  from  their 
researches  or  from  a  general  consideration  of  the 
subject,  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  principle  is 
absolutely  impracticable,  the  complexity  attend- 
ant on  any  plan  that  has  been  devised  for  its  ap- 
plication is  so  great  as  to  render  the  result  at  least 
questionable;  while,  if  tlie  opinion  of  Mr.  An- 
derson on  the  relative  products  of  shallow  and 
deep  stills  be  received  as  correct,  the  necessity  for 
adopting  such  a  principle  is  greatly  shaken. 

Should,  under  the  impression  that  shallow  stills 
have,  according  to  a  given  ratio,  an  advantage 
over  deep  ones,  a  duty  be  laid  on  their  capacity 
up  to  a  certain  line,  and  a  lower  duty  on  their 
capacity  above  such  line,  increasing,  at  pleasure, 
the  several  rates  of  duty,  it  must  be  obvious  that, 
as  the  forms  of  the  stills  now  in  use  are  extremely 
different,  and  are  daily  becoming  more  so,  the 
inevitable  effect  of  such  a  principle  would  be, 
unless  equal  in  its  operation  on  all  possible  kinds 
of  stills,  to  act  as  a  bounty,  at  the  expense  of  all 
the  rest,  on  vessels  so  constructed  as  least  sensibly 
to  feel  the  duty. 

To  show  how  difficult  it  is  to  find  and  to  apply 
such  a  principle,  it  may  be  useful  to  slate  the  re- 
cent use  of  a  deep  still,  with  a  large  hollow  cy- 
linder, open  at  the  bottom,  and  rising  in  the 
centre  to  a  considerable  height,  by  which  the 
surface  around  this  centre,  exposed  to  the  direct 
action  of  the  fire,  is  greatly  enlarged.  Here,  then, 
is  an  instance  of  a  deep  still,  the  duty  on  which 
would  be  relatively  light,  possessed,  perhaps,  of 
equal  if  not  greater  productive  powers  tliaa  a 
shallow  still. 

if  it  shall  be  deemed  unsafe  to  adopt  a  princi- 
ple doubtful  in  theory,  and  attended  with  such 
difficulties  in  its  application,  and  it  shall,  never- 
theless, be  considered  expedient  to  attempt  a  fur- 
ther equalization  of  the  existing  duties,  the  fol- 
lowing IS  suggested  as  the  most  equitable  and 
effectual  plan. 

It  has  been  staled  that  by  far  the  greater  num- 
ber of  stills  (more,  probably,  than  nine  out  of 
ten)  are  of  an  uniform  construction.  A<  it  is  on 
considerations  drawn  from  the  productive  powers 
of  these  that  the  present  duties  were  imposed,  all 
that  IS  requisite  to  injure  an  equal  and  impartial 
operation  of  the  duties,  as  well  on  existing  stills 
of  a  different  construction  as  on  such  as  may  be 
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hereafter  constructed,  is  to  impose  duties  on  these 
two  classes,  agreeably  to  their  productive  powers, 
proportionate  to  those  paid  on  stilU  of  the  com- 
mon kind.  To  effect  this  object,  it  is  respectfully 
propo.sed  that  the  present  duties  on  stills  be  the 
minimum  duties  imposed,  to  be  exacted  in  all 
cases  not  specially  provided  for ;  and  that  it  be 
specially  provided  that,  in  the  case  of  stills  which 
deviate  from  the  common  construction,  a  partic- 
ular survey  be  made  of  each  still  at  the  time  it 
shall  be  first  used,  and  that  the  duty  on  its  capa- 
city be  specifically  fixed,  on  its  computed  produc- 
tive powers,  agreeably  to  the  award  on  such  sur- 
vey ;  that  this  survey  and  award  be  made  by  the 
collector,  with  such  professional  skill  as  he  may 
call  to  his  assistance  ;  but  that  in  case  the  award 
be  not  satisfactory  to  the  owner  of  the  still,  a 
reference  be  authorized  to  such  person  as  may  be 
named  bv  the  collector  and  such  person  as  may 
be  named  by  the  owner  of  the  still,  with  power, 
in  case  of  their  disagreement,  to  name  an  umpire  ; 
that  the  expense,  if  there  be  no  appeal  from  the 
original  survey,  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States; 
and  if  there  be  an  appeal,  by  the  owner  of  the 
still  ;  and  that  the  award  thus  given  shall  con- 
tinue to  regulate  the  duties  payable  until  the  still 
shall  undergo  a  change  in  its  form  or  size,  when 
a  like  survey  shall  be  repeated. 

In  the  case  of  boilers,  it  would  seem  best  to 
submit  them  all  to  a  special  survey,  adhering  to 
the  present  as  the  minimum  rates  of  duty. 

An  essential  feature  of  this  plan  is,  in  no  in- 
stance, to  receive  on  any  still  or  boiler  a  lower 
rate  of  duty  than  that  now  imposed  ;  for  should 
the  system  admit,  according  to  circumstances,  of 
a  diminution  as  well  as  augmentation  of  dlity 
from  the  prescribed  standard,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  assign  any  limits  to  the  consequent  defalcation 
of  revenue. 

The  objection  to  this  plan,  on  the  grounl  of 
expense,  cannot  be  great,  as  the  anomalous  cases 
to  which  It  would  apply  would  not,  probably,  in 
the  first  year  amount  to  one  thousand,  while  in 
subsequent  years  they  would  be  comparatively 
few.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect 
your  obedient  servant. 

SAMUEL  H.  SMITH, 
Commissioner  of  (he  Revenue. 

Hon.  William  H.  Chawford. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A. 

Trkaslry  Department, 
Revenue  Office,  Jidy  14,  1816. 

Sir:  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, passed  the  9th  of  March,  1816.  requires 
"  that  the  Secreiary  of  the  Treasury  report  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress  whether  any.  and,  if 
any,  what  alterations  are  necessary  to  equalize 
the  duty  on  the  capacity  of  stills,  boilers,  and 
other  implements  used  in  distillation." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  referred 
this  subject  to  me.  I  have  the  honor  of  requesting 
from  you,  towards  its  elucidation,  such  in/orma° 
tion  as  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  communicate. 


From  the  general  attention  which  you  are  known 
to  have  paid  to  chemistry  and  the  arts,  you  will, 
it  is  supposed,  possess  the  means  of  adding  to  the 
information  to  be  derived  from  foreign  sources 
the  more  valuable  lights  of  your  own  experience 
in  this  country,  by  which  such  a  practical  crite- 
rion may  be  attained  as  we  may  safely  adopt. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  existing  act  of  Congress, 
which  shows  the  manner  in  which  the  duty  oa 
stills  and  boilers  is  now  laid. 

The  following  remarks  may  enable  you,  with 
the  greater  precision,  to  give  the  requisite  infor- 
mation. 

1.  The  complete  equalization  sought  can.  it  is 
believed,  be  no  otherwise  effected  than  by  impos- 
ing the  duly  in  such  way  as  in  effect  to  lay  aa 
equal  burden  on  the  same  quantity  of  spirits  of 
like  quality,  whether  made  in  stills,  boilers,  or 
other  vessels  used  or  that  may  be  used  for  distil- 
lation. 

2.  The  duty  must  be  laid  on  the  still  or  boiler, 
agreeably  to  a  principle  that  can  be  applied  at 
the  lime  of  granting  the  license,  and,  consequent- 
ly, before  the  employment  of  the  still  or  boiler. 

In  several  foreign  countries  the  duty  is  under- 
stood to  be  on  the  capacity  of  the  mashiubs.  or 
the  quantity  of  wash  ;  but  the  circumstances  of 
this  country  and  the  habits  of  our  citizens  forbid 
a  resort  to  this  expedient. 

3.  It  is  indispensable  that  the  principle  adopted 
shall  apply  to  all  existing  and  probable  cases 
arising  from  new  forms  of  distillatory  vessels  ihat 
may  be  introduced  into  use.  and  that  it  should  be 
so  simple  as  to  be  easy  of  application. 

Two  sources  of  inequality  are  alleged  to  exist 
under  the  present  system :  one  arising  from  the 
relative  inequality  of  the  duty  on  builers  com- 
pared with  that  on  stills,  and  ttie  other  from  the 
relative  inequality  of  ihe  duly  on  stills. 

In  regard  lo  the  first  class  of  cases,  the  boilers 
are  said  to  be  of  such  various  cotistruclion  that 
the  present  duty  is  in  .some  cases  much  greater 
than  in  others,  and  that  this  is  so  to  such  a  de- 
gree, as  to  give  the  most  improved  boilers  a  great 
advantage  over  other  boilers,  and  a  much  greater 
over  stills.  Although  ihere  is  strong  reason  to 
believe  that  there  is  much  exaggeration  in  the 
popular  opinion  on  this  bead,  it  is  wonhy  of  con- 
sideration whether  the  capacity  of  the  vessels 
that  convey  ihesieam  would  not  coasiitute  a  bet- 
ter principle  for  the  imposition  of  the  duty  than 
thecapaciiy  of  the  vessels  in  which  it  is  generated. 

In  regard  to  the  second  class  of  c.ises.  it  is  al- 
leged, and  certainly  wiih  some  truth,  ihat  great 
advantages  are  gained  by  some  stills,  from  their 
peculiar  size  and  form,  over  others.  This  allega- 
tion has  been  answered  by  observing  that  this  is, 
and  perhaps,  under  any  modification  of  the  duty, 
must  continue  to  be  the  case,  as  it  Hows  from  the 
progressive  improvements  in  the  arts,  and  is,  in 
fact,  intimately  connected  with  llieir  advance- 
ment; the  advantage  incident  to  every  new  im- 
provement operating  as  a  bounty.  But  it  is  re- 
plied, that  the  different  habits  of  the  country  do 
not  admit  of  the  general  adoption  of  ihe  most 
improved   implements,  and  that,  considering  the 
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\ff^  number  of  stills  already  in  use,  any  duty 
vj^ich  operatej  as  a  bounty  on  tho^e  of  a  new 
construction  "must  be  oppressive  to  the  owners  of 
ih.isr  DOW  in  use. 

jthas  beeu  suggested  that  the  duty  might,  in 
t^^>  cases,  he  equitably  modiGed  by  imposing  a 
J-;;;  ijcular  raie  of  duty  on  the  capacity  in  gallons 
tf.'45certain  Jieight  from  the  boiiom  of  the  still, 
aj^differen;  rates  of  duty  on  the  capacity  be- 
yi^^;^  this  point,  diminishing  the  rate  with  the 
a»  ..  nding  pt»ints,  and  augmenting  the  number  of 
tb^^e  points  a:*  circumstances  should  require.  To 
d^^rmine  tbe  correctness  of  this  principle,  it 
\yjg>ld  ajipeay  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the 
a'^egate  capacity  of  the  still,  accordingly  as  it 
sjt^ild  be  large  or  small,  would  not  exhibit  anora- 
a}a»is  results  ;  and  whether  its  general  form,  or 
thi  of  Its  parts,  would  not  also  have  a  likeeflfect, 
afi^  in  such  n  degree  as  to  destroy  the  equal  op- 
tru'.iou  of  the  principle.  It  is  especially  desirable 
lh*i  the  practicability  of  this  expedient  should  be 
e'  f^tualiy  njvestigated. 

-Uj^ould  y\\x  succeed  in  fixing  any  new  princi- 
pff^agreeably  to  which  the  duty  might  be  laid, 
iti^'ill  sull  remain  to  slate  with  precision  the 
tj^jos  by  which  It  will  be  best  and  easiest  carried 
i^i^jiefiect  without  the  use  of  philosophical  in- 
s»ri/(nenis,  or  the  possession  oi  other  than  the 
e?T!ieDtary  principles  of  mathematics. 

fAi  the  solution  of  these  inquiries,  and  the  es- 
ti5'iishment  ot  a  general  basis  for  the  equitable 
i^i^ppsition  of  this  duty,  cannot  probably  be  effect- 
e^^ithout  actual  experiment  and  much  minute 
G*>»ifvaiion,  some  expense  will  necessarily  be  in- 
cuVnfd,  uhicli  will  be  cheerfully  delrayed  provi- 
diil^l  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars.  I 
'  aTijltot  insensible  of  the  awkwardness  of  any  such 
liift«!ation  in  a  case  where  a  favor  is  requested  ; 
biji^ts  correspondence  with  the  invariable  usage 
ot-USe  Treasury  will,  i  hope,  constitute  a  due 
ajii>  jgy  for  ii. 

^«u  will  much  oblige  me  by  an  early  answer, 
ajgWi'^iog  me  whether  it  will  be  convenient  to 
yijit^io  attend  to  this  business,  on  which  it  is  de- 
siiji)le  that  a  report  should  be  made  to  this  de- 
(»#iry™ent  by.  ibe  1st  of  October  next. 

■  ^>m,  dec...  S.  H.  S.MITH, 

Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 

MiTCHiLL.  Esq.,  A'eic  York. 
i*Col.  Alesamder  Anderson,  Philadelphia. 

i  ■  
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A    Circular  io  Collectors  of  the  Revenue,  No.  31. 

*..  j        Treasury  Department, 

V  Revencg  Office,  July  15,  1816. 

t.^iR  :  A  rosolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
t&^es.  passed  the  9ih  of  March,  1816,  requires 
'^ft^t  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to  tbe 
t»*ii  session  t»t  Congress  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
^)ia»  alterations  are  necessary  to  equalize  the 
(^ly  on  the  capacity  of  stills,  boilers,  and  other 
ij^v'^rn^nts  used  in  distillation." 

fhe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  referred 
'bubject  tQ  me,  1  request   that  you  will  com- 


raunicate  to  me,  previous  to  the  1st  of  October 
next,  such  information  as  will,  in  your  opinion, 
contribute  to  the  formation  of  a  correct  judgment. 
I  wish  particularly  to  ascertain — 

1.  The  number  of  boilers  in  your  district,  and 
their  average  capacity. 

2.  The  number  of  stills,  and  their  average  ca- 
pacity, formed  into  four  classes  :  1st.  Those  under 
fifty  gallons;  2d.  Those  between  fifty  and  one 
hundred  gallons;  3d.  Those  between  one  hun- 
dred and  two  hundred  gallons  ;  and  4th.  Tho»e 
above  two  hundred  gallons. 

3.  A  general  description  of  the  prevalent  con- 
struction of  tbe  stills  and  boilers. 

4.  A  specification,  with  as  much  precision  as 
may  be,  of  the  various  products  uf  each  kind,  so 
as  to  show  the  degree  ol  inequality  of  the  present 
duty,  distinguishing  particularly  between  the 
stills  and  boilers,  and  between  the  shallow  and 
deep  stills  ;  and  combining  with  these  statements 
a  view  also  of  the  relative  expense,  arising  either 
from  the  original  cost  or  tbe  accruing  charges  in- 
cideot  to  each  kind,  and  of  the  quality  of  the 
spirits  made. 

It  is  not  contemplated  that  these  materials 
should  be  the  result  of  actual  enumeration  or 
measurement,  but  that  they  should  merely  be  such 
as  not  materially  to  deviate  from  the  truth. 

To  this  information  you  will  be  pleased  to  add 
your  opinion  of  the  most  eligible  mode  of  impo- 
sing the  duly.     I  am,  respectfully, 

S.  H.  SMITH, 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 


Answer  of  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mil  chill  to  the  Commistion- 
er  of  the  Revenue. 

New  York,  Sept.  20,  1816. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you 
such  retlections  as  have  occurred  to  me  upou  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed 
the  9th  March,  1816,  requiring  a  report  to  be  made 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations  are 
necessary  to  equalize  the  duty  on  the  ca|)acity  of 
stills,  boilers,  and  other  implements  used  in  dis- 
tillation. 

Considering  the  difficulties  which,  in  our  free 
country,  oppose  themselves  to  the  strict  examioa- 
lioo  of  distilleries,  when  in  operation,  bv  revenue 
officers,  and  contemplating  the  numberless  tricks 
hy  which  fair  dealing  is  evaded,  I  should  almost 
be  inclined  to  advise  a  discontinuance  of  the  duty. 
Whatever  may  be  said  against  the  immorality 
ari?ing  from  the  intemperance  and  excessive  use 
of  distilled  spirits,  it  must  be  owned  that  the  false 
swearing  and  deception  growing  out  uf  a  system 
of  false  excise  add  greatly  to  its  amount. 

But  the  policy  of  laying  a  duty  on  distilled 
spirits  not  being  referred  to  my  consideration,  1 
pass  it  by.  Tiie  measure  hav.og  been  adopted, 
and  being  now  actually  in  force,  it  is  my  business 
to  aid  you,  in  the  best  way  I  can,  to  render  it 
efficacious. 

In  executing  the  underuking,  I  have  availed 
myself  of  all  the  information  wiihia  my  reach  ; 
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such  as  experiments  on  distillation  by  various 
sorts  of  apparatus ;  the  different  modes  of  work- 
ing; the  several  materials  employed;  the  infor- 
mation derived  from  skilful  and  practical  men  ; 
and  the  expedients  heretofore  used  to  obtain  from 
each  distillery  a  revenue  proportioned  to  the 
amount  and  condition  of  the  spirits  distilled  ;  and 
to  render  ray  judgment  as  correct  as  possible,  in 
an  affair  of  so  much  intricacy,  I  have  made  trials 
of  my  own,  as  far  as  I  deemed  them  necessary 
within  the  term  allotted  me. 

The  present  inquiry  I  consider  as  limited  to  an 
excise  on  the  production  of  spirits,  and  not  on  their 
consumption.  I  suppose,  also,  that  I  am  expected 
to  treat  it  strictly  as  a  matter  of  revenue.  Other 
considerations,  naturally  growing  out  of  the  sub- 
ject, as  a  great  article  of  domestic  economy,  will, 
therefore,  be  spared. 

The  main  object  of  a  duty  upon  ardent  spirits, 
in  the  processof  preparation,  is  toderivea  revenue 
forthe  Treasury  from  the  citizens  who  payraoney 
to  the  Government  for  licenses  to  carry  it  on. 

There  would  be  little  or  no  fiscal  difficulty  in 
the   case  if  the  operators  would  consent  to  the 
only  mode  that  exists  of  ascertaining  the  matter 
with  precision  ;  that  ij,  by  allowin?  the  revenue 
officer  to  determine  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  product  at   the  distillery.     But  as  this  rule 
the  fair  and  juFt  one  for  the  public  and  the  indi- 
vidual, is  rejected.  It  becomes  necessary  to  devise 
a  substitute  for  it,  or  contrive  some  project  that 
shall  answer  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tolerably 
well  between  the  parlies  how  much  the  distiller 
shall  give,  and  how  much  the  sovereign  receive, 
for  the  privilege  of -converting  the  raw  material 
into  alcohol. 

In  such  a  state  of  the  question,  after  all  that 
can  be  done  in  the  investigation,  there  will  pro- 
bably remain  grounds  or  pretexts  for  complaint. 
It  must  be  remembered,  hoTvever.  that  discontent 
IS  natural  to  man  ;  and  the  expression  of  that  dis- 
content may  be  considered  as  effecting,  to  a  con- 
siderable degree,  its  own  cure.  The  paradox 
contains  sound  remark  which  says.  •' if  human 
beings  were  incapable  of  rendering  themselves 
miserable,  they  would  not  be  happy."  If  the 
Government,  therefore,  in  any  case  can  be  satisfied 
that  the  law  it  enacts  is  substantially  right  and 
good,  the  little  murmuring  that  may  exist  may 
be  contemplated  as  the  remedy  for  the  imagined 
uneasiness  or  pain. 

The  intention  of  the  Government  being  thus 
sirnply  to  derive  revenue  from  the  process  of  dis- 
tillation, there  are  several  stages  at  which  the 
eye  ol  its  agents  may  watch  the  operation  and 
levy  the  tribute. 

I  shall  begin  by  an  examination  of  the  follow- 
ing points  in  regular  succession  : 

1.  To  lay  the  duties  upon  the  raw  material. 

2.  To  lay  it  upon  the  process  of  fermentation. 

3.  To  lay  it  upon  the  process  of  distillation. 

4.  To  lay  it  upon  the  distilled  product  itself. 
Each  of  these  subjects  will  be  separately  con- 
sidered. 

U  may,  at   first  view,  yeem  a  departure  from 
the  matter  referred  to,  to  consider  anything  other 
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than  the  capacities  of  stills,  boilers,  and  other 
implements  used  in  distillation.  But  when  I  re- 
flect that  revenue  is  the  desideratum,  it  is  believed 
to  be  an  allowable  digression  to  notice  the  raw 
material,  for  the  purposeof  examiningwhether  the 
duty  ought  not  to  be  laid  upon  it,  as  well  as  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  more  intelligibly  the 
subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

1st.  Concerning  the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon 
the  raw  materials  intended  to  be  employed  in  dis- 
tillation. 

An  individual  may  contract  with  the  Govern- 
ment.or  its  agents,  for  leave  toconvertan  assigned 
quantity  of  a  crude  article  into  as  much  spirit  as 
he  is  capable  of  extracting  from  it.     If  the  Gov- 
ernment requires  that   he  shall  buy  a  permit  for 
it.  the  citizen  may  be  obliged,  by  law,  to  pay  for 
the   privilege  in  the  manner  and  to  the  amount 
prescribed,  or  pay  a  penalty.     To  distil  without 
a  license  is  now  an  offence;  so  it  would  then  be 
to   extract   spirit  from  a  raw   material   without 
having  paid  for  leave.     The  difficulty  in  the  ex- 
ecution  of   such  a  law  would  principally  arise 
from   the  abuse   the  distiller  might  make  of  his 
license,  by  distilling  more  than  he  pays  for.     As 
a  preventive  of  this,  the  banclion  of  an  oath  may 
be  required,  that  he  will  not  transgress  the  limits 
of  his  liceoie.     This  will  restrain  conscientious 
men.     He  may  be  required  lu  enter  into  a  bond 
with  a  penalty,  subjecting  him  to  damages  and 
costs  in  case  of  a  violation  of  its  conditions.     He 
should,  moreover,  be  compelled  to  report,  in  writ-  ' 
ing,  and  file  with  the  collector  at  the  same  time, 
the  capacity,  number,  and   situation  of  his  stills 
and   implements;  as  also  the  place  where  they 
are  erected,  the  quantity  of  fuel   they  consume, 
and   the   number  of  hands   they  employ.     This 
would  serve  as  a  collateral  or  auxiliary  evidence. 
The  law  may  provide  that  the  collector  of  each 
district  shall  possess  all  this  information,  to  the 
end  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  more  correct 
judgment,  and  know  how  to  detect  violations. 

The  distiller  may  be  watched,  and  be  as  much 
exposed  to  detection  as  in  the  present  mode.  It 
would  be  a  circumstance  in  favor  of  the  revenue 
that  there  should  be.  at  the  collector's  office,  an 
exhibition  of  the  quantity  intended  to  be  distilled, 
as  well  as  of  the  apparatus  to  be  employed  in  the 
operation.  Upon  this  plan,  a  distiller  would  be 
licensed  to  work  upon  an  acknowledged  and  spe- 
cified quantity  of  materials.  On  these  the  Gov- 
ernment would  impose  a  corresponding  sum. 
Against  transgressions  and  infractions  the  same 
precaution  might  be  employed  as  at  present.  It 
might  be  expected  that  some  persons  of  selfish  and 
avaricious  dispositions,  and  of  immoral  habits 
would  exceed  the  bounds  of  their  permits.  With 
the  ready  means  of  detection,  it  may  be  presumed 
that  these  occurrences  would  not  be  very  nume- 
rous, and,  consequently,  the  defalcations  not  very 
serious.  De  minimis  non  curat  lex.  say  the  law- 
yers ;  and  if  the  Treasury  derivesagood  revenue 
from  the  tax  on  preparing  ardent  spirits,  I  would 
not  be  over  anxious,  in  a  country  like  our  own, 
about  trifling  variations.  They  might  be  not 
seen  or  not  noticed. 
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i}0  this  rieW  of  the  subject,  the  law  might  re- 
q&re  thatearh  distiller  should  stale  the  quantity 
afc)  kind  of  the  materials  he  means  to  employ 
fi^^  ibe  purpose  of  extracting  spirit,  and  that  he 
j,rVuld  purcha:)e  a  license  from  the  revenue  offi- 
cr,  accordingly.  The  mode  ot  grinding,  ferment- 
ii^'  working,  end  preparing  the  materials  might 
bS^ft  afterwards  to  his  own  skill  and  discretion. 
I*f»*.'  extraordinary  success  in  his  operations,  he 
slii^ald  procure  much  spirit,  pro  ra/a,  from  his 
ia»redients,  Let  him. at  least  for  the  present,  enjoy 
ih^-benefit  of  his  discoveries.  An  improved  plan 
oj^f ranging. the  fiscal  as  well  as  the  economical 
da^ails  might  be  reasonably  expected  to  arise,  in 
due  lime,  from  careful  and  reiterated  sets  of  ex- 
pericnenis.  The  Government,  by  making  discreel 
awi  reasonable  inquiry,  would  acquire  and  enjoy 
t^  Ultimate  advantage  of  them. 

!'.A*raode  of  laying  such  a  duty  may  be  conceived 
Ihiii 

S  ^         A.     Vpoii  domestic  materials. 

X(i)  Graini— Rye, cents  the  bushel  of 

pnjiids.     Mai'ite.  cents   the   bushel   of 

p»iiij^ds.     Rice,   barley,  or   any  other    grain, 

c^iifi  the  bushel  of pounds. 

*^)  Fruit,  0/  its   products. — Pomace  or  cider, 

— "y--»  cents  ih^  gallon.     Mash   of  peaches, 

0^,11^  the  gali^on.     Blackberries,  gooseberries,  or 
c^jujr  fruits,  — —  cents  the  gallon  of  bruised  pulp. 

<{-f)    Root4.    and    their    parts. — Potatoes,    

c«its  the   bushel.     Other  roots.  cents  the 

bl^lel. 
'    i<('>)  Saccharine   juices,  or   sweets. — Domestic 
ni4)rasses,  orsugar  cane,  grown  within  the  United 

54a.ies, cents  the  gallon.     Syrup  or  juice  of 

tg|^  'maple, cents  the  gallon.     Juice  of  green 


irje,  or  ot^ur  vegetables, 


cents  the  gallon. 


1  B.     Vpon  foreign  materials. 

aAd  incregs^'d  rale  of  duty,  whenever  they  come 
i^der  either  of  the  preceding  heads,  of  thirty  per 
(4Qt.  on  theexisting  ratio. 

•  4Theposstfs-.ioD,by  a  distiller, of  mateiiaU  proper 
ftJT  distillation,  other  than  his  own  crop,  to  be 
O^tjiidered  i^^  prima  facie  evidence  of  an  inten- 
O^m  to  distil  them  ;  but  the  posses>or  may  show 
ijjfy  were  dtlierwi>e  employed.  The  possession 
<^  a  still,  or  distilling  apparatus,  to  be  presumptive 
^lilence  of  an  intention  to  disti^^uniil  the  con- 
;w|y  shall  h<?  shown.  The  license  may  authorize 
*Cj  purcha-ser  to  distil  as  many  bushels  of  grain, 
■^  many  gallons  of  pomace  or  cider,  as  great  a 
*j$ntity  of  roots,  or  as  much  sweet  or  >accharine 

fiice.  as  shfill  be  therein  expressed.  Care  might 
;  taken  to'make  him  pay  fur  a  maximum  ;  and 
^inay  aft«<f  wards  he  checked  by  tlie  capacity  of 
ft>'still,aD(i  the  duration  for  which  it  is  employed. 
^  Upon  thifi  plan,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  certain 
.^  venue  can  be  laid  and  collected.  The  bulic  of 
'le  materials  would  be  adverse  to  concealment. 
Shere  would  be  no  espionage  to  offend  the  citi- 
feo  by  penetrating  too  deeply  into  his  private 
^«irs. 

*$d.  Concerning  the  imposition  of  a  liuty  upon 
jCf\f  process  of  fermenlal.on,  when  inteuJed  to 
■^rfpare  substances  for  eliciting  distilled  spirit. 


ft 

•  i 


After  the  grata  shall  have  been  ground  to  meal, 
the  fruits  crushed  to  pomace,  the  roots  reduced 
to  pulp,  and  the  saccharine  substance  diluted 
in  water,  they  all,  after  the  extii^ction  of  their 
vital  principle,  and  when  mingled  with  a  due 
proportion  of  humidity,  and  likewise  moved  by  a 
proper  degree  of  caloric  or  anticrouon,  commence 
a  train  of  intestine  actions,  called  fermeniaiioa. 
In  the  course  of  these  commotions  among  the 
particles  of  the  termeniing  materials,  its  original 
constitution  is  further  destroyed  or  changed,  and 
new  products  are  formed.  Among  these  is  a 
vinous  liquid,  which,  by  the  seasonable  applica- 
tion of  an  increased  and  boiling  heat,  may  be  con- 
verted into  alcohol.  The  vats  or  tubs  in  which 
the  fermeniaiion  is  carried  on  may  be  made  the 
measure  of  the  duty  on  the  spirit  the  fermenting 
mass  is  estimated  to  contain  or  afford.  Their 
capacity.  |ike  that  of  the  stills,  may  be  ascertained 
by  gauging.  The  fermentation  may  thus  be 
made  to  furnish  a  rule  wiiereby  the  amount  of 
duty  shall  be  calculated  ;  the  batch  of  b«er,  wort, 
or  wash,  be  excised;  or,  rather,  the  future  spirit 
will  be  duiied  in  ihe  batch. 

3d.  CoDcerDing    the  laying  a  duty   upon   the 
process  of  distilling  ardent  spirit. 

This  is  the  operation  whereby  a  vinous  duid  is 
changed  into  alcohol.  The  liquid  is  readily  vol- 
atilized, or  turned  to  vapor ;  it  has,  therefore, 
been  called  a  spirit,  or  aerial  thing.  Being  readily 
inflammable,  it  is  termed  ardent  spirit.  As  one 
of  its  remarkable  effects  on  the  human  constitu- 
tion, wlien  a{iplied  to  the  olfactory  or>^aa,  or  to 
the  inner  coat  of  the  btomach,is  to  produce  drunk- 
enness. It  has  been  dislinguistied  as  intoxicating  or 
I nebru ling  spirit  ;  and  inasmuch  as  it  has  usually 
been  prepared  by  thai  sort  of  alembic  called  the 
still,  it  has  been  known  by  the  name  of  distilled 
spirit.  This  conversion  lakes  place  in  conse- 
quence of  new  chemical  affiuities  among  the 
constituent  parts  or  particles  of  the  tuatenal  or 
ihing  disiilltd.  If  it  remained  in  the  vat  or  tub 
in  the  ordinary  temperature,  the  vinous  would 
cliatige  to  acetous  ;  or,  in  oUier  terms,  the  wine 
would  turn  to  vinegar.  By  being  exposed  to  a 
higher  and  quicker  heat  the  fermentation  is  sud- 
denly stopped,  and  a  new  product  formed  by  the 
change  of  the  vinous  matter  to  spirituous,  or  by 
a  conversion  of  wine  to  alcoboj. 

In  laying  the  duty  upon  this  process  of  conver- 
sion, the  capacity  of  the  alembic,  whether  still, 
boiler,  ur  any  other  vessel,  has  been  considered 
by  some  as  affording  the  best  rule  or  criterion  by 
which  the  product  could  be  judged. 

I  remember  very  well  the  difficulty  which  had 
arisen  on  this  method  of  estimating  the  price  of 
a  license  before  ihe  year  1802.  Some  of  ihe  dis- 
tillers had  discovered  new  and  improved  ways  of 
working,  by  which  they  were  running  off  greater 
quantities  of  spirit  than  had  ever  been  practised. 
They  who  adopted  these  improvemenis  actually 
procured  unusual  quanliiies  of  alcoholic  fluid, 
through  stills  of  very  inoderate  capacities,  in  a 
surprisingly  short  time.  This  was  effected  chiefly 
by  ihe  construction  of  the  distillatory  vessels. 
They  had  broad  bottoms,  with  an  exteosire  sur- 
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face  for  exposure  to  the  fire  ;  they  had  low  heads, 
so  that  the  vapor  had  but  a  short  distance  to  rise. 
The  heads  were  capacious,  enabling  the  conden- 
sation to  be  performed  there,  and  within  them. 
Such  condensation  altered  the  capacity  of  the 
spirit  to  contain  caloric.  While  in  the  vaporous 
state,  the  spirit  contained  a  large  proportion  of 
caloric  ;  on  condensing  to  liquid,  its  capacity  for 
caloric  was  so  much  diminished,  that  a  great  deal 
was  left  for  absorption  by  the  surrounding  bodies. 
To  receive  this  disengaged  and  abundant  caloric, 
the  distiller  had  aptly  contrived  to  surround  the 
head  of  his  still  by  water,  or  by  the  fermenting 
liquid  of  the  vat.  If  water  was  employed,  it  be- 
came healed,  by  this  admirable  piece  of  economy, 
to  a  degree  fii  to  answer  the  purpose  of  macerating 
and  fermeniir,g  the  raw  material  in  the  tubs 
or  vats.  If  the  wort,  beer,  or  fermented  mass, 
was  made  to  encircle  or  surround  the  head  of  the 
still,  that  wort,  beer,  or  fermented  material  itself 
became  heated,  and  prepared  the  better  to  be  re- 
ceived into  the  body  of  the  still.  While  conden- 
sation of  vapor  IS  going  on  within  the  head,  the 
spirit  SO  brought  to  a  liquid  state  on  its  inner  sur- 
face was  received,  as  it  trickled  down,  into  a  sort 
of  canal,  trough,  or  gutter,  near  the  neck  of  the 
.still,  and  carried  through  the  worm  to  the  (ex- 
tremity of  the  tube,  to  be  drawn  off.  By  this 
contrivance,  the  liquid  spirit  condensed  in  the 
head  was  collected  within  the  neck,  and.  instead 
of  falling  back  into  the  body  of  the  still,  to  be 
eleyated  by  force  of  fire  anew,  was  fairly  carried 
off.  very  economically,  at  once. 

For  certain  facts  and  proceedings  relative  to 
distillation.  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  for  1802,  as  it  is  recorded 
.subslantially  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Medical 
Repository,  page  208,  and  to  the  eighth  volume 
of  the  same  work,  pages  148  to  164.  for  a  review 
of  Kraffi's  American  Distiller.  In  the  former  of 
these,  the  quantity  actually  di-^tilled  is  considered 
the  only  sure  test  ;  and,  in  the  latter,  it  is  shown 
how  a  still  of  small  capacity  may  produce  a  ^reat 
quantity  of  spirit. 

The  advantages  derived  from  the  new  mode  of 
constructing  stills  rendered  the  duty  then  in  force 
upon  their  capacities  so  unequal  and  inefficient, 
that  an  immediate  remedy  was  demanded.  Some 
progre-s  had  been  made  in  devising  a  legislative 
expedient  by  the  proper  authorities,  when  it  was 
determined  by  Congress  that  the  internal  f3fxes 
should  be  repealed.  That  act,  the  moment  it 
took  place,  superseded  all  further  attempts  to  raise 
money  for  the  Treasury  by  a  duty  on  distillation. 
The  subject  was  dismissed  from  the  investigation 
of  our  political  economists.  But  the  invention 
of  distillers  was  as  active  and  busy  as  ever.  Per- 
severing in  their  efforts,  they  went  on,  adding  one 
improvement  to  another,  until  they  have  facilita- 
ted and  cheapened  the  process  of  distillation,  and 
the  art  of  procuring  ardent  spirit  from  the  crude 
material,  almost  as  much  as  is  practicable. 

At  length,  after  so  many  amendments  in  the 
distilling  apparatus,  andsomany  alterationsin  the 
distilling  process,  the  Governmeiit  once  more 
came  forward  and  demanded  of  the  distillers  pay- 


ment for  the  privilege  of  converting  vinous  liquor 
into  alcohol. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  laying  the  duties 
in  an  equitable  manner  would  be  very  much  di- 
minished if  all  the  stills  and  apparatus  for  distilla- 
tion were  constructed  upon  one  and  an  uniform 
plan,  and  all  of  them  worked,  as  then  tiiey  would 
be,  by  a  similar  and  corresponding  process. 

These  inequalities  may  be  referred  to  four  prin- 
cipal heads: 

1.  Of  stills  constructed  upon  the  old  plan. 

2.  Of  stills  constructed  not  exactly  upon  the  old 
plan,  and  yet  not  upon  the  best  modern  improve- 
ment. 

3.  Boilers,  or  u  distilling  apparatus  worked  by 
aid  of  steam,  or  boiling  vapor. 

4.  Of  other  modern  contrivances,  such  as  log 
stills,  rectifying  vats,  and  some  "other  utensils, 
not  belonging  strictly  to  either  of  the  former  de- 
scriptions. 

I  consider  some  of  these  as  inferior  modes  of* 
distillation.  Consequently,  a  high  duty  laid  upon 
the  capacity  of  such,  according  fo  the  rates  of 
the  most  improved  still,  would  bear  heavily  and 
unequally.  It  must  check  the  progress  of  distil- 
lation, by  forcing  a  number  of  the  distilleries  to 
slop;  for  the  man  who  used  the  most  improved 
still,  and  performed  three  times  as  much  work, 
paid  no  more  duty  than  his  neighbor  who  distilled 
only  a  third  upon  the  same  tax.  The  enemy  of 
distilled  spirits  has  no  cause  for  exultation  on  this 
event.  The  deficiency  of  domestic  liquors  was 
made  up  by  importations  from  foreign  places. 
Rum  has  been  brought  from  the  West  Indies  to 
supply  the  want  of  whiskey.  A  policy  in  the 
British  colonies  favorable  to  distilling  for  expor- 
tation furnished  the  spirit  drinkers  among  our- 
selves with  as  much  as  they  desired. 

Congress,  if  1  rightly  understand  their  statute 
on  the  subject,  make  the  capacity  of  the  still  the 
rule  whereby  the  duty  is  laid  and  collected. 

The  acknowledged  inequality  of  this  rule  is  not 
very  easy  to  correct.  There  are  stills  constructed 
in  the  old  way,  with  contracted  bottoms,  enlarged 
bellies,  long  necks,  and  high  small  heads.  Some 
of  these  h^ve  been  erected  at  great  expense  ;  the 
proprietors  do  not  incline  to  pull  them  down  and 
erect  modern  stills  in  their  stead;  but  they  per- 
severe in  working  them  under  all  the  comparative 
disadvantages.  In  many  instances  these  distil- 
leries, with  their  fixtures  and  apparatus,  are  let 
or  leased  to  other  persons.  It  cannot  be  expected 
that  a  short  lessee  or  temporary  tenant  will  cause 
expensive  alterations  to  be  made,  which  the  land- 
lord or  proprietor  himself  would  not  authorize  or 
undertake.  The  person  who  occupies  such  a  dis- 
tillery works  the  existing  apparatus  in  the  best 
way  be  can  ;  but  if  he  pays  the  duty  on  the  ca- 
pacity at  the  rate  required  for  improved  and 
modern  stills,  he  pays  proportionably,  perhaps,  a 
double  duty  and  more. 

It  has  been  said  this  inconvenience  is  charge- 
able to  the  ignorance  and  obstinacy  of  the  owner, 
or  his  lessee,  who  might  change  the  form  of  their 
stills,  and  put  themselves  on  a  footing  with  their 
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D<n2^bors.    ^0  they  might,  and  of  right  they 
o\j^t  to  do  ij.     ^ 

\i^is  not  wholly  conformable  to  our  usages  to 

(]i.-»ei[t  indivioiuals  how  lo  conduct  their  private 

co^t^rns ;  yet.  in  the  materials,  and  sometimes  in 

tbi  inanner  and   place   of  constructing  houses; 

ifl'*^  execution  and  registry  of  deeds,  mortgages, 

ana  vills;  in:  the  navigation  of  ships;  in  the  im- 

pc"*;ion  of  merchandise,  and  many  other  cases. 

th<^regislature  beneficially  interferes  and  directs. 

So^a  the  present  instance,  the  Government  might. 

up«>ii.  considerations  of  the  soundest  policy,  refuse 

alg^ther  to  jrant  licenses  to  those  old-fashioned 

8li:^    It  raig^t  be  declared  that  licenses  should 

be^^Janted  to  stills  on   Anderson's,  Kraffi's,  or 

P^s^ns's   construction,   or   any    preferable   one 

w!fi^|i  the  Treasury  should  choose.     This  would 

stii^  Jl  the  o'ihers.  and  compel  the  present  com- 

pli|p:r'5°g  owaers  and  possessors  to  model   them 

an#wr.  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  law. 

^uch  a  regulation  might  ieem  to  border  rather 
m-l^L-  upon  the  imperative  than  could  be  wished. 
In  ieality  I  Ujlieve  it  would  be  found  far  less  in- 
coi.Jrenient  thon  at  first  sight  it  appears.  Already 
tht.old  stills  are  a  sort  of  depreciated  property  ; 
in  &4»  progress  of  iraproveraeni  their  value  must 
suf*!  a  further  diminution.     A  distiller,  whether 
he  t>wns  the  *>tablishraent  he  works,  or  hires  it 
of  ^is  neighbor,  will  reasonably  wish  to  pursue 
hisiirsiness  iq  the  approved  and  modern  way.    A 
dis&lery  upon  the  improved  plan  is  worth  more 
moJfy  to  the  proprietor,  even  if  he  works  it  him- 
seli^  it  will  bring  more  rent  if  he  lets  it  to  an- 
oih^;  therefore,  the  alteration  necessary  to  bring 
thCAplij-fashiou^  siill  to  the  modern  standard  of 
excA^nce.  thpugh  expensive  in  the  first  instance, 
wil*  in  the  eudj  be  substantially  better  both  for 
the^wnerand  occupant;  the  improvement  will 
enjkjglij  hini  to  do  more  business;  his  work  will 
be  Reformed   lu  an  easier  and   better  manner. 
Th^' Practical  result  from  the  whole  is,  that  the 
neifci' fixtures  and  apparatus  being  made  to  con- 
for^,  10  the  new  principles  of  distillation,  the  in- 
eqi-^lity  arising  from  the  unequal  quantities  dis- 
lilltV  iD  differeoi  distilleries,  under  the  same  duties, 
Wilijl)..'  wholly  done  away,  or  reduced  to  a  trifling 
var^iion. 

Sjch  a  regulation  of  stills  I  conceive  to  be  a 
Co(i||fltulional  pywer.  My  experiments  and  obser- 
vati*j:(S9  convince  me  it  u  necessary  to  render  them 
as  i^i4'orm  as  possible,  that  the  duty  may  also  be 
equi|,  'ed  as  nearly  as  practicable.  There  is  no 
exp^lieni  within  my  knowledge  that  promises  so 
fair  ?nd  equal  a  result ;  it  ought  to  be  required  of 
all  ;Ji»iilieries  to  comply  with  the  rule,  and  all 
wil.  'taen  be  apon  equal  terms.  But  while  a 
marj^etl  differeace  exists  in  the  construction  and 
wor^iiig  of  the  distilling  apparatus.  I  question 

any  rule  can   be  found  that 


vcr^Hjuch  whether 

wilf^ipply  to  ti.em  all; 'at  least  I  must  own  that 
the  ,  «^eriment->  whence  such  a  regulation  can  be 
dedo',;V<l  are  not  wii^in  the  circle  of  ray  know- 
ledije-  *■: 

Itififjis  case  the  alleged  inconvenience  to  the 
ciiiz^,.  will  be  pronounced  by  the  liberal  and 
P^tt-^^c  statesman  as  one  to  which  he  ought  to 


submit  for  the  public  good.  It  is  obligatory  on 
him  to  comply,  and  cheerfully  too,  with  so  reason- 
able a  requisition.  No  man  is  obliged  to  distil 
ardent  spirit;  they  who  embark  in  the  business 
are  bound  by  feelings  of  respect  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  of  obedience  to  its  wise  and  whole- 
some  laws,  to  comply  with  a  rule  so  practicable  and 
so  useful. 

Upon  a  moral  contemplation  of  this  subject  the 
argument  is  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  project 
now  offered  ;  the  baneful  effects  of  numerous 
small  stills  all  over  the  country  are  universally 
acknowledged ;  their  number  ought  to  be  lessened. 
The  business  would  be  rendered  more  easy  for  the 
collectors  of  the  revenue,  if  licenses  should  be  re- 
fused, peremptorily,  lo  ail  stills  of  a  smaller  ca- 
pacity than  say  thirty  gallons.  I  should  recom- 
mend such  a  restriction,  both  as  salutary  in  its 
tendency,  and  beneficial  to  the  revenue.  The 
Government,  which  concedes  a  great  deal  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  citizen,  may  expect  in  re- 
turn some  condescension,  some  conciliation  on 
the  part  of  the  citizen. 

If  our  people,  in  the  exercise  of  their  inventire 
powers,  choose  to  modify  their  apparatus  a  thou- 
sand different  ways,  I  see  no  ground  of  substan- 
I  tial  justice  or  of  sound  policy  that  sliould  induce 
the  Legislature  to  follow  them  through  all  their 
'  meandering  and  devious  courses.  If,  neverthe- 
less. Congress  should  not  judge  it  safe  to  proceed 
in  this  way,  nor  feel  an  inclination  to  reform,  by 
this  radical  measure,  the  actual  irregularities,  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  no  method  can  be  adopted  that 
will  go  so  far  to  equalize  the  duty  on  the  process 
for  forming  alcohol. 

Hitherto  I  have  indulged  my  thoughts  con- 
formably to  the  instructions  received  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  to  devise  some 
new  method  of  imposing  the  duty,  in  such  way 
as  will  lay  an  equal  burden  on  the  materials  and 
vessels  used  in  distillation. 

On  summing  up  the^  evidence  upon  this  part 
of  the  inquiry,  the  following  conclusions  ration- 
ally present  themselves:^ 

First,  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  may  cer- 
tainly be  made  as  uniform  as  anything  that  is  the 
subject  of  legislation.  A  distiller  pays  for  the 
quantity  he  means  to  work  up,  and  for  no  more; 
the  main  difl5culty  will  be  to  prevent  his  working 
up  more  than  he  pays  lor;  yet  a  due  degree  of 
vigilance  will  methodize  this  matter  tolerablv 
well.  ' 

Second,  the  same  remak  may  be  applied  to  the 
fermenting  vat.  The  capacity  of  this  reservoir 
or  vessel,  ascertained  by  the  ganger,  will  afford  a 
rule  by  which  the  duty  may  be  evenly  and  regu- 
larly estimated.  But  magnitude  will  not  disclose 
the  frequency  of  the  charges,  nor  will  it  show 
how  often  the  industry  and  s-kill  of  the  distiller 
shall  repeat  his  fermenting  batches.  The  pre- 
sumption arising  from  a  knowledge  of  the  quan- 
tity of  materials  that  may  be  fermented  at  a  time, 
and  an  acquaintance  with  the  terra  for  which  a 
license  is  taken  out,  with  some  other  particulars 
and  details,  will  enable  a  tolerablv  correct  opin- 
ion to  be  formed  of  the  quantity  of  grain,  fruits, 
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roots,  or  juices  intended  to  be  distilled;  the  tub 
or  vat  may  be  rated  accordingly. 

The  rule  thus,  with  all  its  imperfections,  will 
be  found  full  as  good  as  that  which  refers  to  the 
capacity  of  the  still,  without  knowing  how  fre- 
quently it  is  charged  and  discharged. 

For  the  reason  stated  in  the  Commissioner's 
letter,  I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  the  stationing 
an  oflScer  in  the  distillery  to  determine  the  quan- 
tity of  beer  or  wort ;  but  simply  to  use  the  ascer- 
tained capacity  of  the  mashtub  or  fermenting 
vat,  as  a  sort  of  index  to  the  amount  of  alcoholic 
liquor  the  distiller  intended  to  prepare.  To  this 
It  is  probable  the  habits  of  our  citizens  would  op- 
pose no  serious  objection.  The  small  variance 
that  might  exist  in  the  fermenting  process  of  dif- 
ferent vessels  will,  it  is  believed,  make  no  mem- 
orable difference  in  the  proceeds.  A  person  ex- 
perimentally conversant  in  these  proceedings 
would  not  fail  to  urge  the  importance  of  causing 
all  the  fermenting  vessels  to  be  constructed  ac- 
cording to  a  form  which  the  law  might  prescribe, 
or  empower  the  revenue  department  to  direct. 

Third,  the  uniformity  already  recommended 
m  the  construction  of  stills  will  naturally  lead  to 
an  equalization  of  the  duty  upon  them.  When 
the  vessels,  apparatus,  and  utensils  of  one  distil- 
lery shall  be  similar  to  those  of  another,  the  re- 
spective proprietors  will  have  no  cause  to  com- 
plain of  disparity;  nor  will  the  revenue  depart- 
ment be  puzzled,  as  at  present,  for  a  rule  by  which 
equal  justice  may  be  measured  to  all. 

Fourth.  Concerning  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
upon  the  distilled  product  itself. 

This  is  introduced  into  this  report  chiefly  for 
the  sake  of  method  ;  being  not  a  part  of  the  sub- 
ject referred,  it  is  not  discussed.  But  if  it  had 
been  proposed  for  my  consideration,  it  might  have 
been  rapidly  disposed  of  inasmuch  as  other  Gov- 
ernments furnish  volumes  of  precedent  and  prac- 
tice in  relation  to  it. 

I  have  thus  considered,  in  such  way  as  I  sup- 
posed pertinent,  the  four  fundamental  modes  of 
equalizing  the  duty;  but  I  have  by  no  means  ex- 
hausted the  subject;  other  modes  of  laying  it 
upon  the  distilling  process  remain  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

Should  Congress  not  venture  to  regulate,  by 
law,  the  construction  of  stills,  nor  to  refuse  licenses 
to  those  below  a  certain  and  defined  capacity, 
another  expedient  may  be  tried.  This  consists 
in  arranging  all  distillatory  vessels  under  three 
heads: 

1.  Stills,  properly  so  called. 

2.  Boilers,  where  steam  is  an  auxiliary. 

3.  New  improvements  on  both,  and  preferred 
10  both;  of  which  preference  the  erection  should 
be  considered  as  evidence. 

I  shall  examine  them  separately. 

1.  There  is  no  need  of  defining  what  particular 
apparatus,  or  connexion  of  vessels  and  imple- 
ments, constitute  a  still.  I  take  it  for  granted  the 
meaning  is  perfectly  understood  by  those  who 
superintend  the  revenue,  as  well  as  by  those  who 
prepare  alcohol.  It  might  be  insisted  that  all  the 
vessels  coming  under  the  character  of  stills,  as  I 


am  now  considering  them,  should  be  conformed 
to  a  special  regulation.  To  render  it  as  little  in- 
convenient as  possible,  the  regulation  might  go 
into  effect  at  an  assigned  future  day.  say  six  or 
twelve  months  after  the  passing  of  the  act;  until 
then  the  present  rate  of  cluty  might  be  continued  ; 
as  at  present,  stills  ought  to  be  subjected  to  tht 
lowest  rate  of  duty.  As  far  as  experiments  war- 
rant a  conclusion,  they  will  hereafter  be  con- 
tinued at  the  most  moderate  tax  of  the  three 
grades.  It  might  be  easy  for  Congress  to  favor 
those  persons  who  promptly  complied  with  the 
new  and  improved  system,  by  exempting  such  as 
were  willing  and  obedient  from  the  payment  of 
the  duty  for  three  or  six  months,  as  an  indemnity, 
encouragement,  or  reward. 

I  present  this  to  your  judgment  as  a  cardinal 
point,  under  a  firm  persuasion  that,  with  prudent 
management,  the  reform  may  be  wrought  in  a 
tranquillizing  manner,  without  oppressing,  or 
even  alarming  the  citizen.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment in  the  system  will  be  gradually  introduced, 
and  in  the  end  be  as  favorable  to  the  interest  and 
cotnforc  of  the  distiller  as  to  the  uniformity  of 
laying  the  duty,  and  the  ease  of  collecting  it. 

2.  Boilers,  as  the  act  expresses  it,  are  the  uten- 
sils employed  for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam 
in  those  distilleries  where  wooden  or  other  vessels 
are  used  instead  of  metal  stills,  and  the  action  of 
steam  is  substituted  for  the  immediate  applica- 
tion of  fire  to  the  materials  from  which  spirituous 
liquors  are  distilled.     I  have  not.  as  yet,  been 
satisfied,   during  the  short  and  limited  time  al- 
lowed by  the  authority  under  which  I  act.  that 
there  can  be  any  practical  distinction  established 
between  the  several  sorts  of  boilers  ;  all  of  them 
are   utensils  or  instruments  of  a  similar  nature; 
they  depend  upon  the  same  principle;  they  are 
so  analogous  in  their  nature  and  construction  that 
they  ought  to  form  a  distinct  and  separate  class 
of  cases.     I  therefore  recommend  that  measures 
be  taken  to  cause  boilers  to  be  constructed  accord- 
ing to  a  prescribed  rule,  model,  or  form.     They 
will  thus  be  clearly  discriminated  from  stills,  and 
be  arranged  entirely  by  themselves.     This  may 
be  done  under  the  same  provisions,  mutaiis  mu- 
tandis, as  for  stills.     It  will  produce  uniformity, 
or  an  approximation  to  it,  near  enough  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue;  it  being  understood  what  a 
boiler  is,  as  contradistinguished  from  a  still,  and 
all  the  implements  of  that  kind  classed  together, 
they  may  all  be  dutied  upon  a  principle  deduced 
therefrom,  and  pervading  the  whole  class.     The 
existing  statute  appears  to  me  to  be  correct  in  de- 
ciding that  boilers  should  pay  a  higher  duty  than 
siiUs.     As  far  as  ray  mind  is  guided  by  experi- 
mental assays,  the  present  rate  of  a  double  duty 
is  as  low  as  the  distiller  ought  to  pay,  or  the  Gov- 
ernment to  receive. 

3.  But  I  would  place  in  a  third  class  all  the 
vessels  aod  implements  for  distillation  varying 
from  stills  and  boilers  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
law,  and  comprehending  all  improvements  ia 
distillation  after  the  act  went  into  operation.  To 
this  class  of  cases  an  additional  amount  or  third 
rate   of  duty  ought  to  attach.     This  augmented 
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sui'ainay  be  reasonably  demanded,  under  a  pre- 
suiift  'lion  ihaf  the  newest  method  adopted  is  pre- 


'ft^$e  to  any  other  in  use, 


or  the  distiller  would 
D<j^'-^mplcy  it.  To  erect  and  work  such  appa- 
rjgUi  would  admit  a  construction  that  it  possesses 
CtjCajn  advan;tages.  A  greater  quantity  of  spirit 
p^i|^ired  by  euch  gallon  of  such  vessel's  capacity 
phqjbtbly  subjt-cts  that  vessel  to  an  increased  tax. 
T.j/jjroposal  now  offered  will,  it  is  hoped,  serve 
as  ,4  «ply  to  that  paragraph  of  the  Commission- 
er's p;iier  relating  to  '•  probable  cases  arising  from 
newiorms  of  distilling  vessels  that  may  be  intro- 
diM!^  into  u>e."  The  regulations  of  law  may 
fh!^'ollow  clo::e  by  on  the  heels  of  discoveries, 
ifi«{fy  do  not  travel  pari  passu  with  them. 

^>fS:us  1  havi?  endeavored  to  fulfil  the  promise  I 
m«^v'  you,  by  submitting  to  your  discernment  my 
viik^s  of  a  raijical  cure  for  the  disorder;  and,  if 
thiti'ihould  be  declined,  of  a  palliative  course  of 
tre^Jstient.  S|o?ne  other  ideas  press  forward  with 
earfcstness,  snjil  importune  me  to  reduce  them 
to.fcfiting.  I  ^'ratify  them,  and  honor  them  by 
an  |,,)corporatioe  into  this  report.  Read  on,  and 
yoi^will  discovi?r  them. 

tyiave  attendjed  to  the  Commissioner's  sugges- 
ti^)\tS  of  propf>rtioning  the  duty,  in  an  iuverse 
railvr  '0  *be  hpi^ht  the  spirit  has  to  rise  from  the 
bo^^^  of  the-s(ill.  It  does  not  appear,  from  ex- 
pe^^ieuts,  thaji  anything  could  be  gained  by  that 
ex&pdient ;  for  it  would  be  easy  to  construct  stills 
eit^edingly  low,  and  to  take  off  the  spirit  a  few 
fet>rrora  the  bottom.  The  breadth  and  extent  of 
th(jJtvaporatiQg  surface  might  be  substituted  for 
he>iht  in  esiur<ating  the  amount  of  liquor  dis- 
till^. Besides;  the  dissimilar  forms  of  the  still, 
iheJifferent  are''a  of  surface  receiving  caloric  and 
exirifing  vapor,  the  disproportionate  skill  and 
co5^v'(;,nience  for  applying  the  fire,  and  several 
otli^  incidenti^  ;o  the  process,  all  concur  to  pro- 
du..^  varying  T(jsults,  wljich  are  not  suflSciently 
dig^»,ted  to  cnsiitute  the  basis  of  any  fiscal  ar- 
ranjement  that  aims  at  correctness. 

'^1^/  means  of  surmounting  these  anomalies  are 
co(<£>rehende(J  in  the  modes  of  reform  proposed 
io  Ijri'  precedii)^  part  of  this  report,  of  the  dis- 
tiUiTi;;  apparatiuj  itself.  Until  something  of  this 
ki^l^shall  beklbne,  I  do  no:  perceive  bow  there 
Ci^'iS'  either  it  uniform  or  equal  method  of  lay- 
injij'rhe  duty.  But  that  uniformity  being  once 
esi*;^lished  in  tt>e  construction  of  stills,  will  lead, 
of  cinurse,  to  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  working 
theri^  and  thereby  an  equalization  of  the  product 
%e  ^,far  esiioiaied,  that,  taking  the  several  parts 
cfi^i"  operation  together,  a  rule  may  be  dis- 
c(4;!fc'd  for  fixing  the  duty  in  a  f^y*  and  equal 
w*^  jjpon  iheir  evaporating  surfae^sT 

^i-i  also  suggested  by  the  Cominissioner  of  the 
R»:?(«nue,  that  possibly  the  capacity  of  the  vessels 
cou\ljying  ihi'  steam  might  constitute  a  better 
priNciple  lor  tjhe  imposition  of  the  duty  than  the 
•  afi.vity  of  tlje  vessels  in  which  it  is  generated. 
I  hi^'e  attended  to  this  point  a$  minutely  as  1 
coi^d  ;  and  hftve  not  been  able  to  derive  from  it 
an$?  practical:  lule.  The  main  difficulty  arises 
fr«^ihe  velowiiy  of  steam,  like  that  of  any  other 
fiu^  in  a  smail  pipe,  enabling  it  to  trtinsrait  an 


equal  or  even  a  greater  quantity  than,  under  a 
slow  movement,  will  be  conveyed  by  a  lar«rer  one. 
The  diameter  thus  affording  no  safe  criterion,  any 
duty  predicated  upon  it  would,  as  far  as  my  ob- 
servation and  judgment  go,  be  but  a  mere  esti- 
mate, and  a  very  rough  one  too.  of  the  duty  that 
a  boiler  ought  to  pay. 

The  intricacy  of  tracing  the  application  of 
steam  to  a  measure  of  capacity  of  any  kind  is 
increased  by  the  constant  progress  of  invention 
and  discovery.  The  talent  of  our  citizens  is  in- 
cessantly occupied  in  devising  novel  and  im- 
proved methods  of  doing  business.  One  of  the 
later  contrivances,  and  a  most  ingenious  one  too. 
is  to  carry  the  alcoholic  vapor  of  the  still  direct 
into  a  wooden  vessel  of  clean  water.  The  steam 
of  the  spirit  soon  raises  the  water  to  the  boiling 
point.  It  then  distils  over  into  another  vessel 
containing  water,  which,  bein?  heated  in  like 
manner  by  the  condensed  steam^  passes  over  to  a 
succeeding  one.  This  operation  is  carried  on 
through  a  series  of  vessels,  which  perform  the 
work  of  distillation  and  rectification  at  once. 
And,  in  the  midst  of  all  these  operations,  con- 
ducted by  means  of  capacious  and  successive 
boilers,  the  duty  is  construed  to  attach  the  body 
of  the  still,  or  there  is  a  dispute,  or  perhaps  a 
lawsuit,  with  the  collector  about  it. 

Experiments  arc  likewise  making  to  distil  spi- 
rits in  an  apparatus  exhausted  of  atmospheric  air. 
By  performing  the  operation  in  vacuo,  it  is  pre- 
sumed much  fuel  will  be  saved,  on  account  ofthe 
easier  rise  of  vapor.  The  authors  of  this  project 
are  very  sanguine  in  their  expectation  of  a  highly 
advantageous  result.  It  is  within  my  knowledo'e 
that  attempts  are  making  to  quicken  and  econo- 
mize the  evaporating  or  distilling  progress  by  the 
removal  of  atmospheric  pressure.  The  continu- 
ance of  experiments  will,  in  time,  show  their 
bearing  and  importance. 

The  way  of  laying  the  duty  upon  the  steam 
lube,  when  traced  to  its  source,  resolves  itself  into 
a  duly  on  the  fireplace,  or  rather  into  a  duty  upon 
the  fuel  consumed  in  the  fireplace  of  a  distillery. 

I  shall  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  project  of 
laying  the  duties  on  the  fuel  employed  in  distil- 
ling spirits  before  I  conclude  my  task.  " 

The  capacity  of  the  fireplace  has  been  pro- 
posed as  the  measure  of  the  duty.  To  me  the 
fuel  actually  consumed  in  a  distillery  seems  pre- 
ferable. The  quantity  of  fuel  burned  per  month 
or  per  year  in  a  distillery  can  be  ascertained  ex- 
actly. Each  cord  of  wood,  or  an  equivalent  in 
coal,  may  be  estimated  to  produce  a  correspond- 
ing quantity  of  spirit.  There  may  be  small  vari- 
ations, according  as  maple,  birch,  beech,  oak, 
hickory,  pine,  or  any  other  wood  is  employed. 
The  calculation  might  bermade  upon  oak,  as  the 
most  common  in  the  Uni||d  States.  The  average 
ratio  between  the  luel  bMed  and  the  spirit  pro- 
duced can  be  ascertainefl\liihout  any  serious  dif- 
ficulty. 

Fire  is  the  agent  by  means  of  which  vinous 
matter  is  turned  to  alcoholic.  If  the  quantity  and 
strength  of  the  agent  could  be  measured,  such 
measure  would  be  precisely  what  we  want.    The 
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caloric  passing  into  the  still,  boiler,  or  other  ves- 
sel, being  ascertained,  there  would  be  a  measure 
of  the  vapor  or  spirit  elevated. 

Fuel  either  contains  the  caloric,  or  possesses, 
during  its  inflammation,  the  power  of  extricating, 
of  exciting,  or  of  collecting  that  caloric.  A  dis- 
covery of  the  mean  rate  at  which  burning  fuel 
produces  spirit  would  enable  a  very  equitafle  rule 
to  be  established  as  to  the  quantity  of  spirit  dis- 
tilled from  the  quantity  of  fuel  consumed. 

The  duty  mi^t  thus  be  laid   upon  the  wood 

ile,  or,  if  coal  was  employed,  upon  the  coal  yard. 

he  object  is  to  gather  money  into  the  Treas- 
ury, for  the  privilege  of  burning  fuel  to  distil 
spirits.  The  quantity  of  fuel  could  be  measured, 
without  prying  into  the  secrets  of  private  tran- 
sactions. The  bulk  of  the  articles  would  pre- 
vent much  concealment  and  fraud.  The  amount 
would  be  altogether  an  out-of-door  business. 
The  permit  may  specify  leave  to  distil  as  much 
spirit  as  the  number  of  loads  or  cords  therein 
mentioned  could  produce,  or  license  to  consume 
the  prescribed  quantity  of  fuel  for  the  purpose  of 
distilling  ardent  spirits. 

I  have  thus  reviewed  the  subject,  as  it  relates 
to  the  levying  the  contribution  upon  the  raw  ma- 
terial, upon  the  fermentation,  upon  the  distilla- 
tion, and  upon  the  spirituous  product.  I  have 
considered  the  consequences  of  classing  the  dis- 
tillatory apparatus  into  stills,  boilers,  and  improve- 
ments, and  of  dutying  them  accordingly.  I  have 
discussed  the  altiti^de  of  the  still,  the  capacity  of 
the  steam  tube,  and  the  consuntption  of  fuel  in 
the  fireplace.  But  if.  after  all  that  has  been  pro- 
posed. It  should  seem  difficult  to  decide  upon  any 
of  them,  another  resort,  the  simplest  and  perhaps 
the  best  of  the  whole,  is  left  to  the  financial  cal- 
culator. 

This  is  merely  to  collect  from  each  and  every 
distillery,  or  individual  body  of  distilling  appara- 
tus, a  stipulated  sum,  without  regard  to  the  mag- 
nitude or  extent  of  the  works.  This  sum  ought  to 
be  a  minimum,  such  as  the  smallest  permitted 
mi^hl  pay. 

There  is  a  sinking  analogy  between  the  licenses 
to  retail  spirituous  liquors  and  on  licenses  to  disiil 
them.  The  tax  on  production  is  the  correlative 
to  ihai  on  consumption.  In  the  former  case,  no 
question  is  asked  whether  the  retailer  has  a  good 
run  of  custom  or  not;  and  in  ihe  latter,  why 
should  the  Government  agitate  itself  and  torment 
the  distiller  to  find  out  whether  he  is  successful 
in  his  business  or  otherwise?  Let  the  Treasury 
take  a  reasonable  sum  from  each  and  be  satisfied. 

The  suppression  of  distillers  at  home,  by  an 
undue  and  exorbitant  duty,  is  a  very  dubious 
policy.  The  discontinuance  of  business  by  many 
of  them  is  followed  by  an  increased  importation 
of  rum,  brandy,  and  other  distilled  spirits  iVora 
abroad.  The  Treasury  loses  the  duty  of  excise 
on  the  distillation,  but  it  gains  by  ilie  impost  on 
entry.  Yel  the  people  drink  ihe  spirit,  i  there- 
fore suppose  the  fiscal  and  moral  accounts  are 
balanced. 

In  this  posture  of  affairs  I  have  been  induced 
10  submit  whether,  under  existing  circumstances. 


the  sum  of  (twenty  or  more)  dollars  be  laid  upon 
each  distilling  apparatus  worked  within  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  without  any  calculation  of  quantity, 
quality,  capacity,  or  anything  else. 

A  review  of  the  progress  of  improvement  in 
this  business  will  show  that,  between  the  years 
1790  and  1798,  it  was  discovered,  by  a  most  in- 
geniouscitizen  of  Pennsylvania,  how  steam  might 
be  applied  to  heat,  and  even  to  evaporate  liquors; 
how  the  fluid  to  be  distilled  might  be  employed 
to  condense  the  vapor  of  the  spirit ;  how  the  pro- 
ject of  a  perpetual  still  was  conceived  ;  and  how 
the  removal  of  atmospheric  pressure  by  ihe  air- 
pump  had  been  thought  of.  And  since  that  time 
Brown  and  West's  patent,  in  1803.  for  distilling 
in  tubs;  that  of  Bernard  in  1811,  and  of  Gamble 
in  1812,  for  something  in  the  nature  of  im- 
provements on  the  same  process;  and  lastly,  Gil- 
lespie's mode  of  distilling  spirits  by  means  of  res- 
ervoirs for  holding  the  liquids,  cut  out  of  the  solid 
wood  of  large  trees  felled,  squared,  and  suitably 
excavated  for  the  application  of  fire  and  steam; 
all  evince  the  unparalleled  assiduity  and  indomi- 
table perseverance  with  which  the  economy  of 
distillation  has  been  pursued.  The  ingenuity  of 
our  citizens,  in  this  respect,  deserves  the  warmest 
encomium. 

But  I  have  one  other  remark  to  offer  in  favor 
of  a  moderate  duty  on  alcoholic  spirit.  Man  is 
not  a  mere  water-drinking  animal ;  or  if  he  is  so, 
it  is  only  in  the  slates  of  society  where  ignorance 
or  servitude  prevails.  Culiivation  and  freedom 
teach  him  the  advantage  of  sustaining  the 
strength  of  the  laboring  citizen  by  mingling 
some  stimulant  or  invigorating  ingr^ient  with 
his  draught.  Wine  is  too  dear  for  general  use. 
Malt  liquors  are  not  universally  congenial  to  the 
palate  and  stomach.  Vegetable  infusions,  as  of 
saffron  and  spruce,  have  but  a  limited  demand. 
Cider  too  often  offends  the  bowels  and  the  kid- 
neys by  its  sourness. 

Our  country  abounds  in  corn  and  the  other 
materials  whence  spirit  can  be  drawn.  A  great 
deal  more  is  raised  than  is  necessary  to  support 
its  inhabitants  with  food.  There  seems  to  be  a 
strong  plea  for  converting  into  drink  that  part  of 
the  grain  which  the  people  do  not  intend  to  eat. 
If  they  who  enjoy  liberty  will  or  must  have  some 
comfortable  potation,  I  am  satisfied  that  whiskey 
is  the  best.  The  harm  to  be  dreaded  arises,  not 
from  taking  it  within  the  bounds  of  health  and 
moderation,  but  from  swallowino;  too  much. 
Against  all  excesses  and  evils  of  this  kind,  I 
scarcely  suppose  it  necessary  for  me  to  bid  an  in- 
telligent and  virtuous  people — beware! 

The  whole  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
SAMUEL  L.  MITCHILL. 


D. 

Philadelphia,  July  27,  1816. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  request,  that  I  will  give  you 
my  opinion  on  the  best  mode  of  laying  an  equal 
duty  on  spirituous  liquors  made  io  the  United 
States,  also  keeping  in  view  a  simple  plan  of  col- 
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lerlion,  shall  le  complied  with  as  far  as  my  tal-  !  the  wash  is  four  per  cent.,  will  produce  fourteen 

eiits  villreacL.                         ,       .     ^  gallons  of  whiskey  in  twenty-four  hours,  fifteen 

/The  differeiit  plans  resorted  to  in  Europe  are,  per  cent,  below  proof  by  Dicas.     Deduct  for  ca 

a.duty  on  the  c»pacity  of  the  still,  including  the  sualtici.  such  as  the  stills  getiino-  out  of  order* 

hijd.;  adutyk).!  the  liquor  distilled,  ol  a  certain  want  of  a  supply  of  grain,  (which  often  happens  i 

strti?ciard  strength  ;  and  a  duty  on  the  wash  before  .say  thirty  days,  makes  3.370  gallons  in  one  year 

it  ;^  distilled.  :  Uhe  tax  on  the  still  and  head  I  which  is  nine  cents  per  gallon;  this  still  thirtv' 

beMtrc  to  be  tht^  only  way  in  which  a  fair  duty  two  inches,  bottom  forty  widest  part  ibirtv  inches 

cai5l  be  collected  on  the  distilleries  in  America:  deep,  with  a  head                        «      •         / 

it  ii  more  eqiial,  ea.sier  of  collection,  and  le.ss  2.  The  flat  still.     Still  sixty  inches  bottom  ten 

lia^e  to  fraud,  with  less  irritation.     I  think  the  ,  inches  deep,  charge  ninety  gallons  wash,  same 

dut,^_at  present,  should  not  exceed  one  dollar  per  hre  and  attendance  as  the  common  ^till  will  irain 

gaJljjQon  the  capacity  of  the  still  and  head,  with-  about  one  distillation  m  fifteen,  and  not  more 

ouj  including  ^he  condensing  part,  which,  if  taken  It  has  been  for  some  time  received  a.  a  fact   that 

inlArJuId  operate  very  unequal,  as  those  which  an  extended  surface  yields  a  more  copious  evapo- 

ha/J  ittle  wat^T  require  larger  condensing  power ;  ration,  independent  of  the  quantity  oHiquor  •  this 

ihcy  which  hive  plenty  of  water,  but  little  room  may  be  true  in  part ;  experience  does  not  verify 

for  fondensation  ;  it  therefore  could  not  operate  I  it,  but  to  a  small  extent.    The  boilers  of  the  steari 

equ^Uy  ;  also,  ile  condensing  part  would  be  im-  engines  are,  perhaps,  the  best  proof  of  this.   Great 

me.'Rately  .^o  reduced,  that  Government  would  has  been  the  ingenuity  expended  on  this  subject- 


get  pat  little  by  it.  and   cause  much  irritation. 
Whjie  the  duny  is  laid  on  the  still  and  head,  the  I 
tax  ippust  be  paEd  ;  there  is  no  intricacy,  and  liitle  ' 
troutle  in  colfection.     The  duty  on  spirits  of  a 
gtar^ard  strength,  at  first  view,  looks  well;  but 
whej-ever  it  is.'put  in  practice,  such  a  scene  o[  \ 
frai:^(,  false  swearing,  and  villany  takes  place,  as 
can  >carcely  be  believed  ;  and  it  would  be  impos 


the  difference  as  yet  is  but  small ;  the  quantity  of 
fuel  and  water  being  the  same,  the  shape  of  the 
boiler  13  of  no  great  importance;  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  fireplace  is  more  to  be  attended 
to,  thai  the  wood  may  be  consumed  in  the  best 
manner.  Count  Rumlord  has.\I  think,  led  the 
public  astray  somewhat  by  small  experiments. 
The  common  atill  and  flat  .still  may  be  run  ten  or 


:     J  ,,'        .  '  — ...•j,w.       »"'- "-""i'"""  ^ni»  auu  uai -sun  may  De  run  ten  or 

sibi^  t^  collect  the  tax.  even  if  you  were  to  place    twelve  times  in  twenty-four  hours,  but  then  vou 


Ope ^flicer  to  ecery  two  distilleries  in  the  United 
Stv*;s;  and  e«'en  then  you  would  not  get  the 
who^.  This  rnode  would  be  so  expensive  and 
troublesome,  arid  attended  with  such  difficulties, 
as  tc^ender  it.  in  this  country,  almost  impossible. 
W'S^  the  disulleries  are  very  large  and  few  in 


nui-^er,  the  difficulties  would  not  be  so  great , 
andjthen  you  would  not  get  more  than  ihree- 
four.^s  of  the  liquor  made  from  many,  while 
oihiffj  would  g)ve  the  whole. 

A^ax  on  the;  wash,  ascertained  by  gauging,  is 
qui'c  as  bad,  and  deception  as  easily  practised 


put  in  but  seventy  gallons  of  cider  or  molasses 
wash,  and  increase  the  fire  much;  grain  wash 
would  not  bear  the  operation  ;  it  would  burn  and 
destroy  the  liquor;  and,  indeed,  with  either  there 
IS  nothing  gained. 

Let  us  DOW  examine  the  steam  boiler  and  still 
attached  to  it.  Much  more  has  been  said  on  this 
subject  than  is  true  ;  the  distillation  is  not  more 
rapid  than  the  other.  The  duty  being  laid  on 
the  boiler  was,  I  think,  a  great  mistake.  The  stills 
are  certainly  the  proper  vessels  to  lay  the  duty 
on.   A  boiler  of  100  gallons  may  be  made  to  work 


^Iso  very  unequal;  molasses  wash  contains  two  stills  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  each 
twelve  per  cent.,  cider  ten,  peach  twelve,  i  with  one  still  of  100  gallons  for  rectifyincr'-  the 
■ain  wasfe  fhrpp  fn  firp      Tn  ,Kp  o,.,..,.^  1  ^^^^^  ^^  jpt   ^^^^  ^^^^  ,^.^  ^^^j,^  alternately ' and 

from  one  into  the  other ;  also  from  either  into  the 
rectifying  still.  The  duty  on  the  boiler  of  100 
gallons  would  be  S432  for  one  year;  the  duty  on 
the  three  stills  would  be  S1.662.  The  quantity  of 
whiskey  these  stills  would  make  is  about  G5  to 
70  gallons  per  day,  fifteen  per  cent,  below  proof: 

have 


It  is 

a  bo 

and  .Jrain  wash  three  to  five.     To'the  eastward 

they^ork  the  vash  very  thin,  say  three  per  cent.; 

ih  L'ncaster  coiuiity,  and  westward,  four  to  five 

per  cent.     The:  diffi!culties  appear  to  me  insur- 

mou&!ible  in  either  of  the  last-mentioned  cases, 

aud  ^t^uld  destroy  the  distilling  business  almost 

ceria.^nly.     Thi,.,'  I  should  suppose,  the  Govern-    ..  6„...uo  pc.  u«j.  uuet;n  per  cent,  oeiow  p 

mertj.would  not  like  to  do,  but  rather  foster  it  in    deduct  thirty  days  for  casualties  and  vou 

a  pr.^.»r  manne^.      .      ^         ^    ^  17,500  gallons,  rather  more  than  ten  cents  per 

M  us  DOW  ekarame  how  the  duty  on  the  stills 'gallon.      Perhaps  eight  cents   would    be   found 

will*ear  to  eich  other,  viz:  the  common  still,    nearer  the  truth  ;  the  duty  on  the  Ller  about 
i^^'A'^'J"  and  wooden  still,  and  the    two  cents;  this   Is  about  a  fai     repVesentJtion 
here  the  wash  is  used  instead  of  water  to  I  The  boilers  in   use,  when  they  were  Tru  taxed' 
»e  the  st,am  raised  by  distillation.  ,  were  large ;  the  tax  soon  brought  them  into  si^all 

,1  he  comii>on  stil  One  wash  still  of  one  :  compass^  The  stills  cannot  be  reduced  toXh 
,.d  and  tyenty  gallons  with  its  attendant  to  be  observed,  that  this  mode  Tf  distillation  ha 
r  sixty  gallons  for  rectifying,  will  pay  three    the  advantage  of  not  burning  the  I  Zr^ 

S  Th.1  wL^'^'  n '"''.   r^'"' ^"'^'^  '"  "°^    "^'''^  i'^ble'to  run  foul,  (that  is%Z over  into 
!  This  wasn  still  will  be  run  into  common    the  worm.)  which,  when    t  doe  ,'the  dSauoa 


ap 
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still 
cond 
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hun 
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hUDl 

yparf  This  waish  still  will  be  run  into  common 
lour*^imes  lu  ;wenty-i"our  hours,  charged  with 
nia«,y  gallons  of  wash  each  time,  (there  muat  be 
roo>^or  the  wjish  to  boil  up,  and  not  run  over  in 
llie;^ttdensing  part.)  which,  on  an  average,  when 


must  be  stopped  for  awhile.  It'  should  also  be 
mentioned  that  it  is  somewhat  dangerous,  and  it 
throws  too  much  water  into  the  wash,  which  ren- 
ders it  impossible  to  get  the  whole  of  the  whiskey 
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from  it.  The  condensing  part  of  these  stills  is 
small,  not  more  than  is  usually  attached  to  a 
common  still  of  lOn  gallons. 

The  subject  requires  further  investigation.  I 
will  endeavor  soon  to  make  some  experiments  on 
these  stills ;  evaporation,  as  yet,  being  but  little 
understood. 

The  improved  still,  where  the  wash  is  made 
use  of  to  condense  the  steam  in  place  of  water,  is 
not  to  be  examined.  The.se  are  usually  run  off 
six  times  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  of  course  one- 
third  more  of  whiskey  i^  made  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  duty  reduced  to  six  cents  per  gal- 
lon. This,  at  first  view,  appears  unequal;  but 
really  no  distiller  has  any  cause  of  complaint. 
If  those  that  use  the  common  still  do  not  see 
some  advantage  in  it,  they  would  adopt  the  other, 
which  would  equalize  the  duty  at  once.  This 
iraproTed  still  does  not  run  faster  than  the  com- 
mon still,  neither  can  you  nut  in  a  larger  charge, 
as  it  is  as  liable  to  run  foul  as  the  common  still. 
The  gain  is  wholly  in  making  use  of  the  wash  in 
place  of  water,  by  which  three  distillation-  are 
made  in  place  of  two;  the  wood  saved  is  also 
considerable;  the  difference  of  labor  very  trifling. 
The  Government  would  do  wrong  to  lay  a  tax 
oa  ingenuity.  If  every  improvement  in  the  arts 
would  afford  the  United  States  as  much  money 
as  this  has  done,  they  ought  to  be  satisfied  ;  be- 
side?, the  principle  is  a  wrong  one.  If  in  place 
of  the  United  States  giving  a  bounty  on  this, 
they  should  prohibit  it  by  laying  a  heavy  tax! 
and  bring  back  the  distillation  to  the  old  form, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  to  the  revenue  1 
There  is  no  doubt  it  would  be  lessened  very 
much.  If  a  tax  had  been  laid  on  it  when  first 
brought  into  use.  it  would  have  been  fatal  to  it. 
This  was  proposed  in  Congress  in  the  year  1811 ; 
but,  It  was  observed,  they  would  not  consent  to 
lay  a  tax  on  ingenuity.  In  the  year  1795  I  went 
to  Lancaster,  and  built  a  mill  and  distillery  near 
Columbia,  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehannah. 
At  this  time  there  was,  I  believe,  not  more  than 
thirty  or  forty  small  distilleries  in  Lancaster 
county,  making  from  twelve  to  fifteen  gallons 
per  day.  The  current  opinion  then  was.  that 
i'tills  larger  than  120  gallons  could  not  be  used  to 
profit.  Having  discovered  the  principle  of  con- 
veying heat  by  steam  in  the  year  1790,  I  showed 
a  plan  of  it  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  asked  him  if 
he  thought  it  new,  particularly  its  application  to 
distillation.  He  said  he  thought  it  was ;  he  had 
not  met  with  it  before.  After  satisfying  myself 
it  was  correct,  I  put  it  into  use  in  Philadelphia, 
and  took  out  a  patent  for  it  in  1794.  In  the  year 
1795  1  built  a  distillery  at  Columbia  to  work 
with  steam,  which  was  worked  in  this  way  three 
years.  Meeting  with  an  accident,  from  the  care- 
lessness of  one  of  the  workmen,  I  discontinued  it. 
In  the  meantime  I  had  discovered  that  the  wash 
condensed  the  steam  nearly  as  well  as  water,  and 
the  steam  passing  under  it  without  pressure, 
would  not  make  ii  boil;  of  course,  if  it  was  con- 
fined ID  a  close  wooden  vessel,  there  would  be  no 
loss  by  evaporation;  this  was  in  the  years  17yS 
and  1799.    The  disiillery  was  then  put  up  oq 


this  plan.  I  would  here  observe,  if  cider  or  mo- 
lasses wash  is  used  to  condense  the  steam,  they 
are  made  to  boil,  and  the  loss  of  liquor  is  great. 

From  this  period  you  may  date  the  great  in- 
crease of  distillation  in  Pennsylvania,  and  also 
to  the  East,  West,  and  South.  I  believe  it  is 
correct  to  say  that  there  are  one-third  more  dis- 
tilleries in  the  United  States  than  would  have 
been  had  not  this  improvement  taken  place.  Of 
course,  it  is  fair  to  state  that  the  revenue  on  dis-. 
tilling  has  been  increased  one-third  ;  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  out  of  the  way  to  say  one-half. 
Now,  had  a  tax  been  laid  on  it,  a  damp  would 
have  been  felt,  and  the  present  revenue  would 
have  been  much  less.  Many  distillers  wish  a 
tax  laid  on  it  even  now,  that  others  may  be  de- 
terred going  into  the  business.  The  United 
States  have  received  much  revenue  from  this  in- 
vention. How  has  the  inventor  been  remuner- 
ated ?  Scarcely  at  all.  Distillers  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  putting  them  up  and  using  them, 
without  paying  the  moderate  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
for  a  still  of  liO  gallons.  Why  did  you  not 
bring  an  action  against  them  ?  Law  suits  are  so 
expensive,  and  my  lime  taken  up  to  make  a  liv- 
ing for  a  large  family,  and  no  money  that  I  could 
spare  for  that  purpose,  prevented  me,  and  still 
does  so.  I  certainly  ought  to  have  something  for 
it.     How  to  come  at  it  I  do  not  know. 

The  subject  of  an  equal  lax  on  distillation  has 
employed  ray  thoughts  for  twenty  years,  and  I 
am  convinced  there  is  no  mode  of  coming  at  it 
in  this  country,  where  the  distilleries  are  so  ex- 
tended, otherwise  than  laying  a  fair  tax  on  the 
still  and  head.  I  cannot  see  any  reasonable  ob- 
jection to  this.  It  IS  certainly  more  equal  than 
any  other,  easier  for  collection,  more  simple,  and 
cannot  be  well  used  without  paying  for  it. 

The  distillation  in  America  will  require  great 
care  and  much  attention  from  the  Government. 
How  far  the  admission  of  foreign  liquors  will 
interfere;  whether  it  is  more  for  the  general  in- 
terest to  suffer  foreigners  to  supply  this  country, 
or  to  supply  ourselves;  various  are  the  opinions 
on  the  matter.  I  suppose  there  may  be  used  in 
this  country  about  twenty-four  millions  of  gal- 
lons of  spirituous  liquors,  about  three  gallons  to 
each  individual.  If  this  is  imported,  the  revenue 
will  be  considerable ;  if  made  at  home,  much  less. 
In  time  of  war,  the  revenue  would  almost  cease. 
It  would  not  then  be  possible  to  obtain  a  revenue 
from  home-made  liquors  under  two  or  three  years. 
At  present,  these  are  combined;  foreign  liquors 
are  admitted  subject  to  a  duty  of  forty  cents  per 
gallon,  home-made  liquors  to  a  tax  of  about  eight 
cents.  This,  I  think,  is  not  a  sufficient  difference, 
and,  while  it  continues,  foreign  liquors  will  supply 
the  market  in  the  United  State.s.  This  probably 
will  be  denied,  but,  if  searched  into,  will  be  found 
to  be  nearly  correct. 

I  believe  France,  England.  Spain,  or  Holland 
do  not  admit  foreign  liquors  on  any  terms,  as  they 
are  able  to  supply  themselves ;  and  it  may  be  well 
to  consider  what  an  enormous  sum  of  money  we 
should  pay  to  foreigners  for  an  article  the  United 
Slates  can  make  themselves.    The  duty,  in  my 
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oltjhon,  shoiilJ  not  be  less  than  sereoty  cents  per 

g,.lrr)n  on  (oTtT^a  liquors.  This  will  lay  a  foun- 
d^^ion  for  aii  increased  revenue  from  domestic 
li^fjuors  whenever  it  may  be  wanted.  If  sorae- 
lijtpii^  of  this  iind  is  not  done,  the  distilling  in  ihe 
iRjjted  States  ls  nearly  at  an  end.  Should  things 
ci^iinue  as  tl^eiy  are  at  present  for  nine  months, 
Ifcii  very  cerisiin  there  will  be  scarcely  one  dis- 
tir'ry  of  grain  on  this  side  of  the  mountains. 
Ti.t'farming  interest  is  deeply  concerned  in  the 
bu»jc:ess,  and  -will  feel  the  stoppage  ot  distilleries 
ve^y  sensibly.  This  state  of  the  distilleries  was 
pos(jfeil  out  10  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
the  Secretary  of  the    Treasury,  and  the 


Mfslins 


forty-five  miDutes  it  began  to  boil;  to  do  this 
consumed  twenty-two  pounds  of  wood;  the  wa- 
ter, when  put  into  the  boiler,  was  G3  degrees  by 
Fahrenheit's   thermometer.      So,  then,   twenty- 
two  pounds  of  wood  communicated  to  each  «»al- 
^  Ion  ol  water  149  degrees  of  heat  to  make  it  boil 
I  or  2,980  degrees  to  the  whole,  or  twenty  gallons! 
j  There   was  a   contrivance  to  supply  the  waste 
water  m  the   boiler,  so  as  to  keep  it  always  to 
twenty  gallons.     The  steam  was  then  let  into  a 
j  wooden  vessel,  in  which   were   forty  gallons  ot 
I  water,  03  degrees.     In  ninety-three  minutes  the 
forty  gallons  of  water  began  to  boil;  consumed 
under    the    boiler  forty-five  pounds   of  wood  in 


Ct.^inissioner  of  the  Revenue,  last  February  was  these  ninety-three  minutes.'  The  quantity  of 
tw*;emonth.s  directly  after  the  peace,  by  a  com-  water  passed  in  steam  from  (he  boiler  into  th« 
nii-^r>e  ol  three   distillers,  who  waited   on  them    forty  gallons  and  condensed  was  seven  gallons- 


OF  1 1, 

a^ 


at  purpo  e^     They  were  thought  to  be  inter- 
and  no  attention    was  paid  to  what  they 


for 
es 

i^would  now  inform  you  that  more  than  one 
dot^r  per  galfcon  on  the  capacity  of  the  still  and 
hes*  will  be  improper  and  really  injurious  to  the 
rer,fhue.  It  has  often  been  said  that  a  high  duty 
shr.^id  be  laid  o:i  whiskey  to  prevent  the  use  of  it. 
Th>«  is  so  stale  an  observation,  and  so  untrue,  as 
to  l^-  worth  no  notice.  People  will  drink  it ;  and, 
as  iiZi  the  principal  beverage  in  the  United  States 


ttiis  ascertained  by  actual  measurement.  I  put 
in  forty  gallons,  and  measured  out  46.75  gallon^ 
2o  or  one  quart  being  allowed  for  waste  by  evap- 
oration, as  the  water  was  hot  when  measured  ; 
the  heat  that  passed  with  the  steam  communi- 
cated to  each  of  the  forty  gallons  149  degrees  or 
0,960  to  the  whole.  So  that  each  gallon  of  wa- 
ter raised  in  steam  conveyed  with  it  851  degrees 
of  heat,  and  consumed  rather  more  than  six 
pounds  ot  wood. 

.     _,    .         ,       ^     :        The  above  IS  the  result  of  a  number  of  careful 

^  Uanot  be  done  without.     This  being  the  case,  i  experiments.     Let  us  now  see  how  this  will  bear 
It  !.•<;  setter  to  keep  the  money  at  home  than  to  give  !  on  distillation,  and  how  far  it  equalizes  it 
u  tr  ipreigner^  for  a  supply  of  this  article.  '       In  the  first  place,  it  plainly  shows  that  the  dis- 

U  T»ll  be  objected  by  the  distillers  of  molasses    tiHation  by  steam  is  not  quicker  than  by  the  naked 
thi^this  mode  of  tax  will  operate  very  unfavor- 1  fire 

oKJk'.-.   .k~;.     I : *         .-11  I      '      .     ■  ■  fi 


abit^u*  their  buunes*.  A  still  employed  in  the 
m8\->i^  of  rum  from  molasses  will  stand  thus: 
oneiiiillof  l,IOn  gallons,  with  ilsattendanl  rec- 
tifiri?(l|l" 250,  will  pay  about  $3,200  per  year,'(about 
Sl.ff^r  day;)  these  stills  will  make  about  130 
gal^jo*  of  rutn  in  twelve  hours,  which  is  about 
ten^^ts  per  gallon;  and  if  worked  thfe  twenty- 
fou^ jurs,  will  reduce  the  duty  to  6  cents.  This, 
ihe^-J-fyre,  can  be  no  hardship  on  them.  Present 
statist  sif  the  market  of  foreign  and  domestic 
liqi^^i :  imported  liquors  from  90  cents  to  SI  20 
perVailon;  dome-tic.  56  to  65  cents  per  gallon  ; 
rye,^l  25  per  bushel ;  corn,  $1  30  per  bushel. 

1  }iive   the   honor  to  be,  with  much  respect. 
youi'V  ALEX.  ANDERSO.N. 

SAMUEL  H.  iSvMlTH,  Esq,, 

*<    Commis^wner  of  the  Revenue. 

I 


Sir 


The  boiler  of  twenty-six  gallons  passes  over 
tive  gallons  per  hour,  giving  sixty  gallons  in 
twelve  hours,  and  twelve  hours  to  bring  the  wash 

from  cold  to  boiling,  making  about  four  distillations 
in   twenty-four  hours,  is  very   near  the  work  in 
common  distilleries,  when  a  wash  still  is  used  of 
one  hundred  and   twenty  gallons,  and  a  doubling 
still  of  lorly-five  gallons.     As  ihe  wooden  stilk 
for  a  twenty-six  gallon  boiler  would  be  ahout  the 
same  size,  the  quantity  of  liquor  made  would  be 
about  the  same.     If  you  enlarge   ihe   stills   the 
proportion  would  be  about  the  same,  as  the  steam 
has  no  advantage  over  the  naked  fire.     But  the 
duty  IS  very  unequal  on   the  twenty-six   gallon 
boiler ;  the  duty  is  .^112  32  per  year  ;  on  the  stills 
ol  120  and  lorty-five  gallons,  it  is  $378.     Now  if 
the  duty  were  on  the  wooden  stills,  and  not  on 
the  boiler,  the  thing  would  be  nearly  equal ;   and 
11  this  should   be  the  case,  they  would  gain    but 
little  by  enlarging  the   boiler,  as  they  must  also 
enlarge  the  stills.     You  can  use  a  small  boiler  to 


f.  Philadelphia.  Sept.  12,  1616.      I 

11,  ,        '^         '     .  I  -— — B- •••- -v...^.      »  "u  t»u  use  a  small  Doner  to 

Twill  now  endeavor  to  send   you  ,  a  large  still ;  but  if  you  raise  a   large  quantity  of 
Ihe  eYnPr.mpn,.  m»^-    ,.    I    „.„    I  water  from  a    large    boiler  or  fire,  and    pass    it 


the   •(•suit  of  tj^e  experiments  made,  as    [    pro- 
poRfd.     I  am  rioi  apt  iu  expressing  my  thoughts 
j^rer.     If  j   were  with   you  a  day 


on 


or 


hrough  a  small  quantity  of  wash,  you  gain   but 
.r.A^"  ■       -'  '■    7—,  ' ."•*•'  "•  '^o-  ^  1  ''"'^'  «'  yo"  would   then  raise  so  lar^re  a   nrooor- 

ha|:f  wri?^.n!t  '  "'"'"'  "''"'  °^  '^'"="    "'5  °/  ""T  '''"^  '^'^  ^^P"*  ^-tillatron  as'^nea^Ty 

tnaj<t.y  wriiin|.  '  l^  defeat  the  purpose  of  distillation. 

1-^i^e  experiments  were  made  with  a  boiler  ,  If  you  employ  .he  condenser,  and  make  use  of 
caDtJ^ing  twenty-six  gallons  when  full  ;  twenty  I  the  wash  to  condense  .he  stear^  ar mn^  in  the 
f^^Hv  ^r  ^III'"  T  '"'?  r  (^h\^«''r  ^'^^"^  I  ^'^"'l^''o».-  tt'e  work  done  would  be  al^u  tone- 

m^^^i  avf  rn'l'  t'l^  "^'  ""'h  '^''  '^'  ''''''' '  '^''"^  "'''''■  ^  ^^^'^^  «'^°  °l>^"^^.  ^^at  they  can- 
filJ^r  rnn,ur  .K  "P  '""^  "°'  run  over;  I  not  use  in  the  wooden  stills  more  Ihan  two-thirds 
tirt  ^4de  unde^  ,t  with  common  pine  wood.     In  |  of  the  capacity  of  the  still  for  wash,  as   room 
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must  be  left  for  the  increase  of  water  by  the  con- 
densed steam,  and  for  the  wash  to  boil  up  with- 
out running  over,  which,  having  no  head,  they 
are  liable  to  do. 

The  duly  being  laid  on  the  boiler  is  certainly 
wrong.  If  laid  on  the  still,  the  steam  distillation 
has  no  advantage  over  the  others. 

The  experiments  above  detailed  lay  the  whole 
of  distillation  before  you.     From  them,  simple  as 


that  evaporation  might  be  much  increased  by 
taking  off  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  by  the 
aid  of  the  air  pump.  I  found,  from  a  trial  of  six 
months,  that  I  gained  nothing  by  it;  the  same 
quantify  of  fuel  was  used  whether  the  air  was  on 
or  off.  I  of  course  di--continued  it.  After  trying 
almost  every  shape,  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that 
the  common  still  is  as  good  for  practice  as  any 
that  have  or  will  be  made,  and.  fuel  and  attend- 


they  seem,  you  can  come  at  anything  wanted  in  j  ance  heme  the  same,  will  do  as  much  work.  The 
distillation,  1  oth  evaporation  and  condensation.  I  subjects  of  evaporation  and  condensation  have  not 
I  have  been  particular  in  them,  and  know  them  to  j  yet  come  under  the  observation  of  philosophers  so 


be  accurate.  It  has  taken  me  a  fortnight  to  ac- 
complish them.  If  your  allowance  had  been 
larger,  I  would  have  pursued  the  principle  through 
all  the  ramifications  of  distillation.  As  it  is.  you 
have  the  pith  ;  and  anything  may  be  known  in 
distillation,  and  also  of  the  steam  engine,  which 
is  nothing  more  than  a  large  distillation,  and  will 
soon  be  employed  in  the  distilleries  of  grain  that 
work  constantly.  A  small  engine  will  serve  to 
grind  the  grain,  and  where  light  steam  is  used,  it 
will  soon  be  found  a  great  .<^aving  of  fuel  to  use 
the  steam  when  thrown  out  from  the  engine  in 
the  distillery.  In  such  a  case  I  do  not  see  how 
you  would  get  at  any  duty,  as  there  is  no  boiler 
employed  for  generating  steam  for  distillation. 
They  are  not  up  to  this  thin^  yet,  but  it  will  not 
be  long  before  some  will  ma^e  the  discovery. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  much  respect,  yours. 

ALEX.  A.NDERSON. 

Samcel  H.  Smith.  Esq.. 

Commissioner  of  the  Herenue. 


Philadelphia.  Sept.  24,  1816. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  21st 
yesterday.  Being  taken  up  so  much  with  the 
steam  boiler  these  three  weeks  past,  and  my  head 
so  filled  with  it.  I  forgot  the  different  kinds  of 
stills.  I  will  now  endeavor  to  give  you  all  the 
information  in  my  power  from  actual  experience. 

The  shape  of  the  still  is  of  no  importance  in 
distillation,  further  than  its  form  being  convenient 
to  apply  the  fire  in  the  best  manner.  Suppose  a 
still  72  inches  in  the  bottom  and  87  inches  deep 
will  hold  about  115  gallons,  charge  70  gallons,  fire 
and  attendance  the  same.  The  difference  between 
these  two  stills  will  be  15  flat  still.  14  common 
still  ;  that  is,  the  tlat  still  will  gain  one  distilla- 
tion in  15,  fire  and  attendance  being  the  same. 
This  will  scarcely  be  credited,  and  I  should  not 
make  the  assertion  if  I  had  not  actual  experience 
as  the  ground  of  it  ;  I  know  it  to  be  true.  Evap- 
oration by  fire  is  as  the  quantity  of  fuel  applied 


as  to  throw  much  light  on  it,  beinga  very  difficult 
and  troublesome  subject,  and  being  but  little  un- 
derstood. Some  late  experiments  in  Edinburgh 
have  thrown  some  light  on  it,  and  will  probably 
be  the  means  of  its  being  more  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated. I  allude  to  alcohol  being  frozen  by  the 
air  pump;  the  spirit  being  placed  in  the  receiver 
ol  the  air  pump,  the  air  extracted  carries  off  the 
heat  or  caloric,  and  the  spirit  is  frozen  in  a  short 
time.  This  is  a  mere  sketch  of  the  process.  It 
opens  a  large  field.  In  this  way  grain  may  be 
dried;  also,  gunpowder;  and  the  moisture  taken 
from  fresh  meat;  and  ice  made,  in  hot  climates, 
in  any  quantity.  This  evaporation  is  mentioned, 
to  show  you  what  quantities  of  heat  must  pass  by 
evaporation.  I  do  uot  think  there  is  any  propri- 
ety in  making  a  difference  in  the  tax  on  account 
of  the  shape  of  the  still;  the  Government  will 

1  get  nothing  by  it.  There  may  be  a  difference 
made  on  the  different  kinds  of  liquor  distilled ; 
the  stills  employed  in  distilling  molasses,  cider, 
and  peach  should  pay  more  than  those  which 
work  grain  aliogether  ;  the  wash  from  those  being 

1  much  stronger  than  that  from  grain.  I  therefore 
place  the  flat  still  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
common  still,  and  I  think  it  clearly  appears  there 
is  no  difference  that  is  worth  notice.  Were  the 
duty  on  the  still  in  place  of  the  boiler,  when  steam 
is  used,  they  would  all  be  equal. 

From  the  experiments  sent  you,  anything  rela- 
ting to  distillation  may  be  come  at  with  ease. 
Suppose  a  still  of  120  gallpns  (either  flat  or  com- 
mon) with  a  doubling  still  of  60  gallons,  thecom- 
raon  rate  of  distillation  is  three  and  a  half  hours 
to  bring  It  to  boil,  and  four  aud  a  half  to  run  off 
15  gallons  of  low  wines;  discharge  the  still  and 
fill  It  again,  90  gallons  of  wash  in  this  slow  dis- 
tillation is  the  charge  for  120  gallon  still,  wil! 
consume  100  pounds  of  wood  to  bring  the  90  gal- 
lons to  boil,  and  consume  100  pounds  more  wood 
to  run  off  15  gallons  of  low  wines,  which  contain 
about  4  per  cent,  whiskey.  This  is  common 
work.  Press  it  further,  and  in  place  of  six  hours 
perform  the  work  in  three  ;  this  may  be  done  by 


to  the  liquor,  and  not  as  the  surface  is  extended. 

This  opinion,  that  a  large  surface  being  exposed  |  enlarging  the  fireplace,  and  you  will  consume  not 
assists  evaporation,  has  arisen  from  observing  that  much  more  fuel,  and  do  the  work  in  half  the 
water  expo^ed  in  broad  shallow  vessels  to  the  air  time.  This  appears  to  be  some  advantage,  in 
and  sun  evaporates  much  quicker  than  when  ex-  |  doing  double  the  work  iu  the  same  time.  Now 
posed  in  narrow  deep  vessels.  This  is  true  ;  but  let  us  see  the  advantage  of  the  r.ipid  distillation, 
this  is  aliogether  different  from  evaporation  by  i  to  say  but  little  of  the  risk  of  burning  or  throwing 
fire.     This  evaporation  is  effected  by   the  com-  ]  the   wash  up  into   the  worm  so  as   to  choke  it, 


bined  operation  of  the  air  and  heal^liMhe  sur- 
rounding atmosphere;  the  other,  solely  by  the 
heat  obtained  from   the  wood.     I   once  ihousht 


which  often  happens  in  rapid  distillation  :  in  the 
first  place,  you  must  reduce  the  charge  for  the 
still  from  90  to  70  gallons  washj  to  leave  room  for 
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the '.vash  to  boil  up  without  running  over  into 
thv'i^rorra.  This  is  essential ;  if  not  done  the  fire 
muiK  be  lesseaed,  which  will  bring  it  nearly  to  the 


a  noan  to  swear  falselv.  You  mav  fence  it  as  you 
will,  still  this  would  be  the  case  ;'if  you  compare 
his  return  with  the  size  of  his  still,  his  answer  is 


sljjji^  distillation  ;  also,  when  rapid,  a  large  quan-  ;  ready  ;  "  he  could  not  procure  grain  to  keep  his 
tir^  yf  water  is  thrown  over  with  the  low  wines,  j  works  in  full  operation."  This  frequently  occurs 
sc'*|!fto  weaken  them  very  much,  and  require  a  !  and  would  in  many  instances  be  correct  and  in 


larfei'  still  to  double  them  ;  the  whiskey  is  nei 
tbt|  strong  ncr  well  tasted,  and  more  and  closer 
afr«)tiance  requisite ;  nothing  gained  by  it.  I  have 
ak^ turned  in  my  mind  whether  it  be  possible  to 
fleit^e  any  mode  except  a  tax  on  the  still  and 
he:j! ;  I  am  fret-  to  confess  that  I  cannot.  If  you 
rait,  e  spirits  without  any  mixture  of  water  (or 
alcohol,  as  it  i;5  now  called.)  a  standard,  and  lay  a 
duKb'  oi  ten  cents  per  gallon,  and  oblige  the  dis- 


lutt 

ilf^ 


many  not  so.  In  short,  I  do  not  know  that  hu- 
man ingenuity  can  devise  a  better  plan  for  the 
United  States  than  simply  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  still,  including  the  bead  thereof.  I 
do  not  think  the  stills  employed  exclusively  in 
rectifying  should  be  included  ;  the  liquor  operated 
on,  having  paid  one  duty,  should  not  pay  a 
second. 

Anything  further  that  I  can  give  you  command 


tilfi^.io  enter  his  stills,  ibis  appears  to  be  a  kind  i  freely;  it  will  be  at  your  service. 


of  tfjt*ck.  Whjit  would  be  the  effect  when  put  in 
pr;>j4ce?  It  must  be  left  to  each  distiller  to  re- 1 
turpif  .he  quanuiy  on  oath  ;  this  is  no  security,  as  I 
it  ij  well  knov^n,  and  operates  as  a  premium  to  i 


I  am.  dear  sir,  yours. 

ALEX.  ANDERSON. 
Samcel  H.  Smith,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  Hetenue. 


I.- 


SIxVKIxNG   FUND 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  7,  1817.] 


^4  Lommiesioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectfully  report  to  Congress  as  follows  : 
-,  Jl^[:^^u   ^^^^^^^  ^'""^h  have  been  authorized  by  the  board,  subsequent  to  their  report  of  the 
Tth^^^hebruarv,  1S16,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 


'Qif  Commiesioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectfully  report  to  Congress  as  follows  : 
ureg  whii  '     ' 

.^  '^i  m     '  ^°        "^  '"^  o«"ic  iia»c  uccii  cuiupieicu,  are  luiiy  aeiaiiea  in  me  report  ui  luc 

be(;je^ry  of  the  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated  the  6ih  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state- 
mci.jsrtherein  ^elerred  to.  which  are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of  this 
repojn  J  ^ 

JOHxN  GAILLARD.  President  of  the  Senate,  pi  0  tern 
J.  MARSHALL,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States. 
WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 
RICHARD  RUSH.  Attorney  General. 


lag 


Vi^SHiNGToK,  February  7.  1817. 

•ft  !  

T-.c^Secretaky  OF  THE  TREASURY  respectfully  reports  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink 
Fun^j 

.4T>yaithe  di«btir«ement8  from  the  Trea^iry,  (luring  the  year  1815,  on  account  of  the  prin- 
jiial  and  injerest  of  the  public  debt,  which  sums,  as  appear  by  the  statement  C,  annexed 

J.  She  last  t»nnual  report,  amounted  to $12  839  929  35 

T<5:,ther  with,  &  further  sum,  arising  from  interest  on  Treasury  notes,  placed  in  the  hands  '       ' 

iOsundry  commissioners  of  loans  for  the  payment  of  dividends,  which  interest  accrued 
*t.-reon  previously  to  their  being  demanded  by  the  stockholders,  as  per  statement  here- 
;d»Vo  annexed,  marked  Cc 

i-  ■  '  . 

=    ,        And  amounting  together  to---. 

Jiavj  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  viz  ; 
1     '^'c  was  repuid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  1815,  on  account  of  the  principal 
i^  yi  money*  heretofore  advanced  for    the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt 
.   Hs  appeals  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  this  report,  the  sum  of  -         -         .         1 
2.  The  sums  actually  applied,  during  the  year  1S15,  to  the  payment  of  the 
. :  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounU 
-     pndered  jo  this  department,  amounted,  as  appears  by  the  annexed 


15,272  34 
$12,855,201   69 


$300,000  00 


m  statement  A,  to  the  sum  of 

I    '>  ,     '■ 

k'fDfthe  reim*>ursement  of  the  principal  of  the  public 

:•    ^ebt     - 

jO)}  account'  of  the  interest  and  charges  on  the  same 

f liere  was  applied  for  the  payment  of  a  sum,  short, 
.^  j)roTided  <)n,  account  of  the  pubUc  debt  due  during 
.  jhe  year  r814,  as  per  statement  B,  annexed  to  the 
:    4a8t  annuil  report 


$6,706,129  65 
5,700,374  91 


58,496  78 


$12,406,504  56 


12.406,504  56 
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State  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 


From  which,  however,  is  to  b«  deducted  a  sum  over- 
estimated for  commiMions  and  charges  by  the 
agents  in  London,  for  the  years  1813  and  1814, 
their  accounts  for  those  years  not  having  been  ad- 
justed at  the  Treasury  at  the  time  the  last  report 
was  submitted      - 


$2,644  31 


55,852  47 


There  was  loss  in  exchange  on  remitunces  from  America  to  Europe,  during  the  year 

1815,  as  appears  by  statement  D,  annexed  to  this  report,  of  the  sum  of    -         .  '      . 

3.  The  balance  remaining  unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  year  1815,  and  applicable  to  pay- 

menu  falling  due  after  that  year,  a£  ascertainrd  by  accounts  rendered  to  the  Treasury 

Department,  amounted,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  statement  B,  to     - 


12,462,357  03 
54,193  72 

38,650  94 
$12,855,201   69 


That,  during  the  year  1816,  the  following  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury  on  account  of 

of  the  public  debt,  viz  ; 


the  principal  and  interest 

On  account  of  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  funded  domestic  debt 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  temporary  loans,  viz  : 

Reimbursement  of  principal       -         -         -         .'      .         .         .         .   $1,225,000  00 
Payment  of  interest 74  Q92  45 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes 

On  account  of  the  interest  on  Louisiana  stock,  payable  in  Europe  .... 

Amounting  together,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  list  of  warrants,  marked  C, 
to  the  sum  of--... 

Which  disbursemenU  were  made  out  of  the  following  funds,  vii  .- 

I.  From  the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year 


$7,925,037  68 


1,299,092  46 

15,896,524  61 

639,502  35 


$25,760,157   10 


1816 


Deduct  so  much  thereof  anticipated  in  1816  in  the  payment  on  account 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  funded  debt  and  temporary  loans 
in  that  year  ---....... 

Applicable  for  1816 


$8,000,000  00 


325,510  23« 
$7,674,489  77 


And  paid  from  the  funds  arising  from  the   interest  on   the  debt   trans- 
ferred to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  per  statement  I    $1,969,577  64 
From  the  funds  arising  from  the  net  proceeds  of  public  lands         -         -       1,287,959  28 
From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandue  imported, 

and  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels 4,416,952  85 

n.  From  the  appropriations  provided  by  the  acts  of  the  30th  June,  1813, 
and  4lh  -March,  1814,  for  making  up  any  deficiency  of  the  annual  ap- 
propriation of  eight  millions 

From  the  appropriation  per  act  of  the  2Cth  December,  1814,  entitled 
"  An  act  supplemental  to  the  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several 
sums  of  $25,000,000  and  $3,000,000,"  being  the  amount  of  Treasury 
notes,  including  interest,  which  were  issued  under  that  act 


$7,128,931  01 


8,767,593  60 


in. 


From  repaymenU  into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  moneys  hereto- 
fore advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  and  of  interest  on  Louisiana  stock  in  Europe,  as  — •" 
appear  by  the  annexed  statement  E  e      -         -         .         ; 


ill 


At  above 


$7,674,489  77 


15,896,524  61 


922,132   19 


•  Amount  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  as  having  been  anticipated  in  1815,  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  1816 

From  this  sum  deduct  a  repayment  in  1815,  which  was  not  ascertained  when 

the  last  report  was  submitted $300,000  00 

Also  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  including  interest  paid  in  1815,  incor- 
rectly charged  to  the  appropriation  of  $8,000,000,  and  for  which  special 
appropriations  were  made  per  acU  of  30th  June,  1813,  and  4th  March,  1814  3,872,708  95 


$1,498,219  18 


4,172,708  9& 
$325,510  23 


'   «i( 


i'   :.  ii 


% 


%\ 


H 
It 


<   tl' 
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Property  taken  or  dtstrayed  btf  the  Enemy. 


IV.  J"rom  the  {jroceeds  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported,  and  on 
:»  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  from  the  proceeds  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  revenue 
r  in  adTance;;  on  account  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  $8,000,000  for  1817     - 

!?  •  i 

^Th«t  the  aisbursemenu  above  mentioned,  together  with   the  balance  above  stated, 
i\     which  rijmained  unexpended  at  the  end  of  the  year  1815 


1,267,010  53 


$25,760,157   10 

3S,650  94 

'i  I 

.g  :  $25.798,808  04 

VV3J  be  accourjtfcd  for  m  the  next  annual  report,  in  conformity  to  the  accounts  which  shall  have  been  then 
rendi^d  to  this  department 

TLJJ^  m  the  meantime,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows,  viz  • 
I.     Tierc  was  p^id  for  loss  in  exchange  on  remittances  from  America  to  Europe  during  the 

.year  1816,  .as  exhibited  in  the  annexed  statement,  marked  D  d,  the  sum  of        -         .  $75,446  94 

II.  The  repaymfnts  into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys  advanced 

Jvr  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  Louisiana  stock  in  Europe,  and  for  the  payment  of 
rft^le  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes,  have  amounted,  during  the  year  1816, 
•  .•»  by  the  ^bovementioned  statement  E  e,  to '       .         .  922  13S  09 

III.  rijie  sums  aMaally  applied  during  the  year   1816  to  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
»I-^ublic  debi,  including  Treasury  notes,  are  estimated  as  follows  : 

\'i      '•  P»|<i  on  account  of  principal $17,240,898  70 

f  •:      2.  Pardon  account  of  interest 7,075,270  70 


>And  there  ts  esUmated  to  have  been  left  unapplied  at  the  end  of  the  year  1816,  ai 

>'     per  estiniate  (J,  a  sum  applicable  to  paymenU  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  du- 

*  <  rmg  theytar  1817,  of 

>  X 


24,;U6,169  40 


485,059  51 
$25,798,808  04 


o^J^'x'  *'!  '^V*^'"PO"ry  loans  which  became  due  in   1S16  were  paid,  including  the  instalment  of 
$00<J,«9t»)  due  th*  S(ale  Bank,  Boston,  and  which  had  been  payable  in  IS  14. 

,  V/i';  ^^^^g  ?he  year  1S16,  and  on  the  2st  of  January,  1817,  funds  were  provided  for  the  payment 
01  a  t|j|e  Treasury  lioies  which  had  previously  fallen  due  at  New  York  and  at  Savannah  and  had 
not  l^yu  paid,  viz  :         " 

Fof rtll  datedtprior  to  l,i  January.  1814,  and  payable  in  New  York,  funds  were  provided  on  the 
1st  l>#trtber,  IbKJ,  as  seen  per  annexed  copy  of  a  notice  marked  L. 

Fu^ull  da.ed  j>r.or  to  1st  July,  1814,  and  payable  in  New  York,  funds  were  provided  on  the  1st 
movejiber,  laib^as  seen  per  same  statement  L.  '^ 

FoMM  others  ^.lyable  in  New  York,  funds  were  provided  on  the  1st  of  January.  1817.  as  seen  oer 
annejt.l  copy  of.a  nonce.  M.  ^ 

Fogall  those  itiat  became  due  at  Savannah  on  the  Ut  of  September.  181G,  funds  were  provided 
prior ^j  the  1m  uf  January,  1317,  as  seen  per  annexed  copy  of  a  notice,  marked  M. 
oi  ^°Iit'A?f*r     ,  •"^."'*  reimbursable  at  Boston,  amounting,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement  O  to 
^1.0.4|JU0,  tund!^  have  not  yet  been  obtained  sufficient  to  meet  their  payments.  ' 

A  j^eraent,  ri.arked  H,  is  annexed,  which  exhibits  the  whole  amount  of  stock  transferred  to  the 

rhe'^t'^dTy^oFltecember!"^^^^^^^  ^""'^'  '"^  '''°'^'"^  '°  '^"'  '''^''  °"  '^'  ^''^'  ""^  '^'  "^'^^^^^y  °° 
All,^^hich  IS  rj^pectfully  submitted.  WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD 

iKi-oicRY  D)»PiRTMK.NT.  February  6.  1817. 


'5 


PROfj^;lTYT.\KEN  OR  DESTROYED  BY  THE    ported  by  the  Commissioner  to  the  Department 


\ 


ENEMY 


[Coaijnunicated  to  the  House,  December  23,  1816.1 
To  tk^ Jiouse  of  K.rpresentutive*  of  the  United  States  • 
In  i;<^:npliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Rtrplesentatiye.  of  the  Gth  in>tant,  I  transmit 
to  i!,|tA  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioner 
appoijt.d  under  the  ''act  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment f>}  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by 
ih«f  f|4iny  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
Uaiit.il. Slates,  and  for  other  purposes."  as  re- 

i 


of  War. 

December  21, 1816. 


December  21,  1816. 
The  Acting  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to 
submit  to  the  President  the  report  made  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Claims  relative  to  bis  proceed- 
ings under  the  act  "  authorizing  the  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  for  other  purposes." 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 


\ 

i 
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Property  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  Enemy. 


Office  of  Claims,  dbc, 

jyashington,  Dec.  17,  1816. 
The  Commissioner  appointed  pursuant  to  the 
law  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  in  obedience 
to  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentives  paj^sed  on  the  6ih  instant,  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  'Resolved,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested 
to  lay  before  this  House  the  proceedings  of  the 
Commissioner  appointed  under  the  act  passed  at 
the  last  session,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  while  in  ihe  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
spectfully reports  : 

That. as  soon  as  he  received  from  the  President 
a  notification  of  his  appointment,  he  proceeded 
to  the  execution  of  the  initiative  duties  required 
from  him,  by  preparing  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions relative  to  the  mode  of  presenting  claimsand 
taking  and  authenticating  evidence  as  appeared 
to  him  to  be  necessary  ;  which  rules  and  regula- 
tions, having  been  approved  by  the  President, 
were  published  in  the  form  of  notices,  as  enjoined 
by  the  said  act,  on  the  3d  and  24ih  of  June  last. 

In  forming  these  rules  and  regulations,  the 
Commissioner  endeavored  to  enter  into  the  views 
of  the  Legislature,  by  giving  such  an  interpreta- 
tion to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  as  mi^ht 
secure  substantial  justice  to  the  sufferers  intended 
to  be  relieved,  and  at  the  same  time,  guard  against 
fraud  and  imposition.  On  this  pari  of  the  sub- 
ject he  beg-,  leave  to  refer  to  a  copy  of  the. said 
notices,  in  paper  marked  A. 

The  multifarious  losses  which  it  appears  to 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to 
provide  for,  required  no  little  attention  to  sepa- 
rate and  define.  The  first  section  of  the  act 
being  confined  to  "  volunteers  or  draughted  mili- 
tiamen, wheiher  of  cavalry,  mounted  riflemen. 
or  infantry."  and  limitt'd  to  the  payment  for 
horses  only,  admitted  of  an  easy  interpretation; 
as  did  also  the  second  section,  confined  to  '•  cav- 
alry, mounted  mililia,  or  volunteers."  which  the 
Commissioner  construed  also  solely  to  apply  to 
persons  belonging  to. corps  not  in  the  regular 
service,  though  the  word  '"cavalry,"  used  in 
contradistinction  to  "mounted  mililia  or  volun- 
teers." may,  at  first  view,  seem  to  indicate  a  dif- 
ferent meaning,  and  to  be  intended  to  extend  also 
to  cavalry  in  the  regular  service.  This  section, 
too,  relates  solely  to  the  loss  of  horses. 

The  third  section  taking  a  larger  scope,  and 
involving  a  variety  of  cases,  he  found  it  more 
difficult  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  its  true  import. 
The  words  of  this  section  are,  "that  any  person 
who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has  sustained 
damage  by  the  loss,  capture,  or  destruction  by  an 
enemy  of  any  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  wagon,  cart, 
boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such  property  was 
»a    the   military   service  of  the   United   States.  | 


either  by  impressment  or  contract,  except  in 
cases  where  the  risk  to  which  the  property  would 
be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be  incurred  by  the 
owner,  if  il  shall  appear  that  such  loss,  capture, 
or  destruction  was  without  any  fault  or  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  owner,  and  any  person 
'  who,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  has  sustained 
damage  by  the  death  of  any  such  horse,  mule,  or 
ox,  in  consequence  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  furnish  the  same  with  sufficient 
forage  while  in  the  service  aforesaid,  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereof." 

The  Commissioner  was  at  first  disposed  to 
consider  the  first  clause  of  this  section  as  provid- 
ing only  for  such  injuries  as  proceeded  from  the 
acts  of  the  enemy.  But  inasmuch  as  damage  by 
an  enemy  must  almost  universally  happen  in 
two  ways,  either  "  by  capture  or  destruction," 
and  as  there  were  many  other  losses  sustained  by 
our  citizens,  "without  any  fault  or  negligence 
on  the  owners,"  such,  for  instance,  as  wagons 
and  teams  lost  by  being  forced  to  attempt  to  pass 
streams  not  fordable.  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
the  owners,  by  the  compulsive  orders  of  military 
commanders,  on  further  reflection,  he  was  in- 
clined to  give  this  clause  a  more  extended  mean- 
ing, and  to  consider  the  word  "loss"  as  in- 
tended 10  be  contradistinguished  from  the  words 
"capture  or  destruction  by  an  enemy,"  and  to 
denote  such  injuries  as  might  have  happened  in 
a  manner  other  than  •'  by  the  capture  and  de- 
struction of  an  enemy,"  but  "  without  any  fault 
or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  owner."  But 
the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Government  being 
in  lavor  of  adhering  to  the  first  luterpretatioiT, 
the  Commissioner  has  felt  it  his  duty  to  conform 
his  adjudication  thereto. 

The  two  first  sections  of  the  act  being  strictly 
conformed  to  military  corps  other  than  regulars, 
the  change  of  expression   in  the  third  section,  in 
which  the  broad  words  ''any  person"  are  used, 
seemed  to  denote  that  its  provisions  were  intend- 
ed to  apply  to  every  description  of  citizens,  whe- 
ther they  belonged  lo  the  regular  army,  or  to  the 
militia,  or  volunteers;  and  inasmuch  as  the  mil- 
itia and   volunteers,  while  in  actual  service,  re- 
ceived ihe  pay  and  emoluments  of  regulars,  the 
Commissioner  ultimately  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that   losses    happening    under    similar    circum- 
stances to  persons  engaged  in  either  service  were 
intended  to   be  provided  for.     The  word  "  con- 
tract" appeared  10  him  to  be  of  extensive  import; 
and  in  every  case  as  well  in  the  regular  as  in 
the   militia  or    volunteer  service,   in  which  the 
rank  of  the  officer  required  that  he  should  furnish 
himself  with  a  horse;  that,  by  accepting  of  his 
appointment,  he  entered  "into  a  contract"  with 
the  Government  to  do  so;  and  having  done  so, 
provided  such   horse  died   in  consequence  of  a 
failure  on  the   part  of  Government   to  furnish 
sufficient  forage,  or  was  taken  by  the  enemy,  ihat 
a  regular  officer  ought  to  be  paid  for  his  horse  in 
the   same   manner  as  if  he   had   belonged  to  the 
militia  or  volunteer  corps.    But  on  this  point  the 
Executive  Government  having  considered   the 
regular  officer  as  excluded  from  this  benefit,  the 


! 
'1 


lt\ 


l\ 


i 


r 


V\ 


i 


\ 


I2I0 


r)» 


APPENDIX. 


1216 


Property  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  Enemy. 


Coniii*issioDer  has  felt  it  also  his  duty  to  adopt 
his  aJjudicatioDs  to  that  opmion. 

Tie  fourth  section  admitted  of  an  easy  loter- 
prettjuin,  applyimg  solely  to  the  loss  of  "arms 
and  *nilitary  accoutrements"  of  volunteers  or 
draiilliied  mjlif.amen  who  had  furnished  them- 
[With  the  jame. 
fifth  section  is  in  these  words:  "That, 
any  proprrty  has  been  impressed  or  taken 
'jiic  auth:)rity,  for  the  use  or  subsistence 
Army  during  the  late  war.  and  the  same 
Jave  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed,  the 
ul  such  {property  shall  be  paid  the  value 
t,  deductiyg  therefrom  the  amount  which 
fa  paid  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  same 
;in  the  ser*^ice  aforesaid." 

section  has  been  construed  to  apply  to  all 
iy,  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  which  has  been 
Led  or  ta^en  by  public  authority,  without 
|isent  of  tne  owner.  (See  papers  marked 
tB.)  i 

-.^'  ninth  se-tion  of  the  law  providing  for 
losse  Jot  greatei^  magnitude,  and  necessarily  in- 
voIviZr  the  paywent  of  large  suras  of  money,  the 
Com-fissioner  oadeavored  to  avail  himself  of 
ever:jassistanct«  which  appeared  to  be  within 
his  r^ch,  to  ensible  him  to  give  it  a  fair,  a  rea- 
sonaL-.  and  a  ^ust  interpretation.  With  mis 
rroneousl«'  supposing  that  he  had  a  right 


newirron 

0  dojj,  h( 
k^  _  " ..  I. 


to  do^j,  he  addre-sed  to  the  Attorney  General, 
the  g  ,,at  law  officer  of  the  Government,  the  let- 
ter mvjyked  C  ;  in  reply  to  which  he  received  the 
answR^  marked  D. 

Hi^'ag  been  disappointed  in  obtaining  this  im- 
porta  ^i   aid,    the?   Commissioner,    regarding    the 


The  Commissioner  considered  this  letter  as 
sanctioning  his  own  interpretation  of  the  ninth 
section  of  the  said  law  ;  and  it  was  not  until  after 
he  received  this  note,  that  he  felt  himself  author- 
ized to  give  to  It  a  practical  construction  by  a 
formal  adjudication. 

On  the  21st  of  October  the  Commissioner  re- 
ceived Irom  the  Department  of  War.  as  the  organ 
of  the  Executive  Government,  a  more  ceneral 
interpretaiion  of  the  law,  in  the  following  words : 
War  Department,  October  21,  1816. 
Pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act 
making  provision  for  property  lost,  captured  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
po^s,  the  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct- 
That  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  said 
act  do  not  embrace  the  case  of  officers  of  the 
regu  ar  army,  and  that  the  property  which  a 
regular  officer  may  have  taken  with  him  lo  the 
service,  or  which  he  may  have  been  required  by 
law  to  keep,  is  not  comprehended  by  the  terms 
■impressed  or  by  contract,"  used  in  the  third 
section. 

That  the  provisions  of  the  ihird  section  extend 
only  to  losses  resulting  from  the  acts  of  the  ene- 
my, or  from  the  failure  of  the  Government  to 
supply  the  necessary  forage. 

That  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  extends  only 
to  cases  of  destruction  of  property  by  the  enemy 
which  are  justifiable  by  the  laws  of  civilized 
warfare.  The  occupation  of  houses  or  buildings 
as  places  of  military  deposite,  or  by  an  armed 
force,  must  be  continued  up  to  the  time  of  the 
destruction.     That  the  occupation  of  houses  or 


office- ^'hich  he  filled  as  a  kind  of  anoendlae  to  '  k"i  r '^"°°u  ^^*^  '^^  occupation  of  houses  or 
the  Dljj^rtment  of  War.  addressed  fo Te  Secre"  '  ^"''^!°^'  ^^  '°  ""'"""^  ^""''^  ^°^  *  °'?ht  upon  a 
tary  titeof  the  le-ter  marked  E.  enclosing  copies  I  1"^'!;'  "  ,°°'  within  the  meaning  of  the  said 
ofbuT'.rrespondencewiththeAtiornPv(?i^.?'  1      ''^'''°°'"1^^^^^  '°  'he  immediate  presence  of  an 


of  bis;|„rrespondence  with  the  Attorney  Uenera.. 
^[^■this  officer  the  Commissioner  indulged 
the  IfJlm  that  he  stiould  receive  such  an  exposi- 
tioua.^ould  enaWle  him  to  fulGl  the  views  of 
the  I^l^slature,  by  affording  a  just  redress  to  the 
sulfer^l  intended  to  be  relieved.  Nor  was  this 
expecjijon  disappointed,  when  the  Secretary 
after  ,(oi  consideration,  and  no  doubt  consulting 


presenci 

inat  no  compensation  by  way  of  inter- 
or  da 


raage,  can   be  allowed,  under  the 


the  b 


tl 


opinion-.,  addressed  to  him  on  the  7th  0° 


Septefi|er  a  noto  in  the  following  words  : 
§^  Departme.nt  OF  War. 


If 


September  7,  1816. 
Sih^lThe  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct 
that  tli  occupation  of  houses  and  buildincs  by 
the  m:i,^ary  force  of  the  United  States  is  em- 
braced \^f  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  '•  to  author- 
ize tli^  iiayment  for  property  lost,  captured  or 
destrti»(jl  by  ihe  enemy  while  in  the  military 
servici.^  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
posf-V/ipd  that  ompensaiion  shall  be  allowed 
for  d|»i,jige  sustjkioed  in  consequence  of  such 
occup^^iiy,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  houses 
and   Li.i|lings  had  been   occupied  as  a  military 


Jepui 


hif^  under    the   authority    of  an   office 


agefct^uNthe  Uoiijed  States.     1  have  «Stc 

■   i  \    WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

RtQ««,8n  Blan;d  Lee,  Esq. 


r  or 


enemy 
est.  rent 

act,  for  the  time  vFhich  elapses  between  the  de- 
struction of  the  property  and  ihe  decision  of  the 
Commissioner. 

That  the  act  does  not  extend  to  the  case  of 
consequential  injury  resulting  from  the  destruc- 
tion of  houses  or  buildings  under  the  ninth  sec- 
tion. 

No  compensation  can,  therefore,  be  allowed  for 
the  destruction  of  houses  or  buildings  not  occu- 
pied as  a  military  deposite  or  by  a  military  force. 

Ihat,  in  all  cases  of  doubt,  or  of  great  impor- 
tance, the  Commissioner  shall  submit  the  en- 
dence  to  the  Executive  before  any  decision   is 
made. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Esq., 

Commissioner,  ^c. 

The  Commissioner  will  close  this  subject  by 
referring  to  his  correspondence  with  (he  Depart- 
ment of  War.  marked  F. 

The  number  of  adjudications  made  and  entered 
by  him  since  the  1st  of  July,  under  special  acts, 
and  under  the  general  law  of  the  9th  of  April 
last,  amount  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty  ;  the  total 
sura  awarded,  !o  $228,093  Jo.. 
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The  proofs,  in  every  case  decided  by  the  Com- 
missioner, are  put  into  a  trunk,  the  key  of  which 
will  be  delivered  to  the  Acting  Secretary  of 
War;  which  papers  are  so  sent  in  conformity  to 
the  direction  of  the  Pre-iiJeni.  and  pursuant  to  a 
letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  bearing 
date  on  the  16th  instant;  a  copy  of  which  letter 
is  referred  to  in  paper  marked  G. 

In  the  office  a  record  of  all  the  adjudications 
was  made,  and  the  evidence  in  each  particular 
claim  was  filed  with  it.  The  office  was  at  all 
limes  open,  and  free  liberty  allowed  to  every  cit- 
izen to  examine  either  the  adjudications  or  the 
evidence. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 
RICHARD  BLAND  LEE, 
Commissioner,  ^c. 

P.  S.  The  Commissioner  thinks  proper  to  send 
a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  the  case  of  William  O'Neale  and  Robert  Tay- 
lor, dated  on  tbe  2J  of  October  last.  markeJ  H. 

He  also  begs  leave  to  refer  to  certain  acts 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congre.ss ;  many,  if 
not  all,  of  which  he  considered  as  contempora- 
neous expositions  of  the  law  which  created  this 
office : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Flood. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the 
county  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer. 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  for  the  court- 
house of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Builer. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and 
Samuel  Breck,  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross 
deceased.  ' 

A. 

OrncE  OF  Claims,  dec, 

IVashington,  June  3,  1816. 
Notice  is  hereby  given,  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
the  United  Stales  passed  the  8ih  of  April  last, 
entrtled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my while  in  the  military  (.ervice  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,"  that  all  claims 
provided  for  by  the  said  act  mu>l  be  presented  at 
this  office  on  or  before  the  9ih  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  1818,  as,  if  not  presented  within  that 
period,  they  cannot  be  received,  examined,  and 
decided  on  at  this  office. 

First  class  of  cases. 
The  claims  provided  for  by  the  .said  act  are 
first:  ''Any  volunteer  or  draughted  militiaman' 
whether  ol  cavalry,  mounted  riflemen,  or  infan- 
try, who,  in  the  late  war  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Great  Britain,  has  sustained  damage 
by  ihe  loss  of  any  horse  which  was  killed  in  any 
battle,  or  which  has  died  in  consequence  of  a 
wound  therein  received,  or  in  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  pan  of  the  United  States  to  fur-  , 
14tli  Co.N.  2d  .Sl>s.— 39 


nish   such  horse  with  sufficient  forage  while  in 
I  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  value  of  such   horse."     This  pro- 
vision comprehends  three  descriptions  of  cases: 

1.  A  horse  killed  in  battle. 

2.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  a  wound 
received  in  battle. 

3.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  not  being 
furnished  with  sufficient  forage  by  the  United 
States. 

To  substantiate  a  claim  of  either  de.scription  : 

1.  The  order  of  the  Government  authorizing 
the  employment  of  the  corps  to  which  the  origi- 
nal claimant  belonged,  or  the  subsequent  accept- 
ance of  such  corps,  or  approbation  of  its  employ- 
ment, must  be  produced. 

2.  The  certificate  of  the  officer,  or  surviving 
officer,  commanding  the  claimant  at  the  rime  of 
the   accident   on   which    the   claim   is  founded, 
which   certificate,  if  not   given  while  the  officer 
was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  must  be 
sworn  to  J  and  in  every  case  it  must,  if  practica- 
ble, state  the  then  value  of  the  horse  so  killed  or 
dying.     Before  any  other  evidence  will   be  re- 
ceived,  the  claimant  must  make  oath  that  it  is 
not  in  his  power  to  procure  that  which  is  above 
specified  ;  and  that  the  evidence  winch  he  shall 
produce  in  lieu  thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is 
able  10  obtain.     In  every  case  the  evidence  must 
be  on   oath,  and  the  value  of  the  horse  so  killed 
or  dying  ascertained.     All  evidence  offered  must 
be  taken  and  authenticated  in  the  manner  here- 
inafter directed  ;  and  in  all  these  cases  the  claim- 
ant must  declare  on  oath  that  he  has  not  received 
another   horse  from   any  officer  or  agent  of  the 
Goverument  m  lieu  of  the  one  lost. 

Second  class  of  cases. 
•Any  person,  whether  of  cavalry  or  mounted 
riflemen,   or   volunteers,    who,   in    the    late  war  • 
aforesaid,  has  .sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  a 
horse,  in  consequence  of  the  owner  thereof  being 
dismounted,  or  separated  and  detached  from  the 
same,  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer,  or  in 
consequence  of  the  rider  being  killed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of' 
such  horse  at  the  time  he  was  received  into  the 
public  service." 
This  class  comprehends  two  descriptions  of  cases: 

1.  When  the  owner  ha.s  been  di.smounted,  or 
separated  from  and  detached  from  such  horse,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  officer. 

2.  When  the  rider  has  been  killed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  and  the  horse  lost  in  consequence 
thereof 

The  same  evidence,  in  all  respects,  which  is 
required  in  the  first  class  of  cases,  will  be  re- 
quired in  this. 

Third  class  of  cases. 
"Any  person  v.-lio,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid, 
has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss,  capture,  or  de- 
struction by  an  enemy  of  any  horse,  mule,  or  01 
wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such 
property  was  employed  in  the  military  >erviceof 
the  United  States,  either  by  impressment  or  by 
contract,  excejit  in  cases  where  the  risk  to  which 
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the  J^^eperty  would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be  |  The  prorision  doei  not  include  the  clothing  of 
incurred  by  ihe  owner,  if  U  shall  appear  that  |  soldiers,  or  the  clothing  and  arras  of  officers  who 
such  tjss,  capture,  or  destruction  was  without  in  all  services,  furnish  at  their  own  risk  their 
aQy*J«  lit  or  negligence  of  the  owner,  and  any  !  own.  The  same  evidence,  in  all  respect-  is  re- 
pfrv^.  during  the  time  aforesaid,  who  has  sus-  quired  in  this  and  in  the  first  das,-.  and,'ruore- 
taiDv^T^lannage  by  (he  death  of  -uch  horse,  mule.  over,  that  the  loss  did  not  happen  from  the  fault 
or  i-X^n  consequence   of  failure  on  the  part  of    or  negligence  of  the  owner. 


r'lited 
in    tl 


States  to  furnish   sufficient  forage 
he  seryice  aforesaid,  shall- be  allowed 


the 

whil 

an(]  jfaid  the  value  thereof"     This  class  compre-  | 

hen(if  iwo  cases: 

1,  ^iiie  loss  or  destruction  of  property  by  an  ; 
ener»4r,  taken  by  impressment,  or  eogaged  by  ] 
contact,  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  , 
Stai^^being  either  a  horse,  a  mule,  an  ox,  wagon, 
cari,^(>ai,  sleigh,  or  harness,  excepting  articles  i 
for  vq^^h  the  owners  had  agreed  to  run  all  risks,  j 
or  w*!i;h  were  Ilost  or  destroyed  by  the  fault  or  i 
Degli#fnce  of  tl>e  owners.  , 

2.  r^Vhen  a  horse,  raule,  or  ox.  so  taken  or  em-  I 
ploytod^  has  die^i  from  the  failure  of  the  United  j 
Sla(«^'to  furni>n  sufficient  forage.  ' 

Itfittie  first  of  these  cases,  the  claimant  must 
pro(iiJcV  the  certificate  of  the  officer  or  agent  of  | 
the  ljr,ited   Slate*  who   impr.  ssed   or  contracted 
for  iljjeiproperiy  .above  tnentioned.  and  of  the  offi- 
cer i^f  #urvivin:|  officer  under  whose  immediate 
ccmiji^^nd  a  wan  taken  or  destroyed  by  an  enemy. 
Suciifciprtificater;,  if  such  officers  or  agents  at  the 
time^^ giving  thtm,  be  not  in  ihe  military  ser- 
vice ^p^ihe  Unitfd  States,  must  be  sworn  to,  and 
rousri^ositivelysiate  that  the   property  was  not 
Jofrt  (^  destroyeu  through  the  fault  or  nrghgence 
of  th»  (jwner.  and. that  the  owner  did  not  agree  to  j  c^mnund 
ri<o  in  ri>ks.     Fiurihermore.    the   usual   rale  ofl^""™*'''  ^P 
hire  vi'Jthe  articles  so  impressed  or  cootracied  for  !  '*'"^"  "''  ' 


Fifth  class  of  cases. 

"When  any  property  has  been  impressed  or 
taken  by  public  authority  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence ol  the  Army  during  the  late  war,  and  the 
same  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed, 
the  owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the 
value  thereof,  deducting  therefrom  the  amount 
which  has  been  paid,  or  may  be  claimed,  for  the 
use  and  risk  of  the  same  while  in  the  service 
aforesaid." 

This  pKvision  relates  to  every  species  of  pro- 
perty taken  or  impressed  for  the  use  and  subsist- 
ence of  the  Army,  not  comprehended  in  any  of 
the  preceding  classes,  and  which  shall  have  been 
in  any  manner  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed  by 
the  army,  including  in  its  stfope  all  kinds  of  pro- 
visions, forage,  fuel,  articles  for  clothing,  blankets, 
arm:*,  and  ammunition;  in  fact,  everything  for 
:  the  use  and  equipment  of  an  army. 

In  all  these  cases,  the  certificates  of  the  officers 

!  or  agents  of  the  United  States  taking  or  impress- 

{  ing  any  of  the  aforesaid   articles,  authenticated 

by  the  officer  commanding  the  corps  for  whose 

j  use  they  were  taken  or   impressed,  and,  futher- 

'  more,  of  the  officers    and    agents    under   whose 

command  the  same  were  destroyed,  lost,  or  con- 

pecifying  the   value  of  the  articles   so 

mpressed.  and  destroyed,  lost,  or  con- 


man4  >uch  horse,    mule,  or  ox,  was  employed  at 
the  tt<Tie  of  his  (^eaih.  must  b»>  produced. 

B«>>f(^e  any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the 
claitjjaitt  must  make  oaih  thai  it  is  not  in  his 
po»»^«u  produce  that  which  is  above  specified; 
and'fuVther,  ihait  the  evidence  which  he  offers  in 
lieu!;^ereof  is  tHe  best  which  he  is  able  to  obtain. 
In  tp*ei:y  case  tlje  evidence  must  state  distinctly 
the^inje,  place,  and  manner  of  the  loss,  and  the 
▼ali^«^  t^iereof.    j  . 


"Aiojr 


fpurth  claes  of  cases. 
'who.   duriii?   the   1 


h&s 


^    person   who,  during   the  late   war. 

actetjiji  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
as  a  N^'unteer  cjr  draughted  mililuman,  and  who 
has  ^uj'nishcd  himself  with  arms  or  accoutre- 
meni*-:;and  has  =  susiaiiunl  loss  by  the  capture  or 
desir^qtion  of  ^hem.  wiihuat  any  fault  ur  negli 
grnc»  t>n  his  paH,  shall  b  allowed  and  paid  the 
valu.i  tJiereof."  . 

T^tia  clas.s  coftiprehends  two  cases: 
1..  J'lpe  I  ,ss  of  |>uch  arms  or  accoutrements  by 
the  ^^<jmy. 

2.''line  loss  of  the  same  articles  in  any  other 
^»Yi  jviihou^  ihe  fault  or  negligeuce  of  the 
owt^.'^  I  j  : 


'if 


Before  any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the 
claimant  must  make  oath  that  it  is  oot  in  his 
power  to  procure  that  which  is  above  .specified ; 
and,  further,  that  the  evidence  which  he  offers  in 
lieu  thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is  able  to 
obtain. 

Under  this  provision,  no  claim  can  be  admitted 
fur  any  article  which  has  not  been  taken  by  the 
orders  of  the  commandant  of  the  corps  for  whose 
use  it  may  be  stated  to  have  been  taken.  For 
any  taking  not  so  authorized,  the  party's  redresa 
is  against  the  person  committing  it. 

Sixth  {and  last)  class  of  cases. 

"Where  any  per>on,  during  the  Uie  war,  hat 
sustained  damage  by  the  destruction  of  hi^  house 
or  building  by  the  enemy,  while  the  .same  was  oc- 
cupied as  a  military  deposite  under  the  authority 
of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  he 
shall  be  allowed  or  paid  the  amount  of  such  dam- 
age, provided  it  shall  appear  that  such  occupa- 
tion was  the  cause  of  iis  desiruction." 

In  mis  case  the  certificate  of  the  officer  or  agent 
of  the  United  States  under  wlio>e  authority  any 
such  house  or  building  was  occupied  must  be  fur- 
nished.    Before   anv  other    evidence  as  to  thi^ 
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fact  will  be  received,  the  claimant  must  make 
oath  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  procure  such 
certificate,  and  that  the  evidence  which  he  shall 
offer  in  lieu  thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is  able 
to  obtain. 

Furthermore,  in  all  the  cases  submitted  to  this 
office,  every  claim  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
statement,  on  oath,  by  every  claimant,  of  all  sums 
which  he  may  have  received  on  account  of  such 
claim  from  any  officer,  agent,  or  department  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  where 
he  has  received  nothing,  that  fact  also  must  be 
stated,  on  oath,  by  him. 

It  will  be  particularly  noted  by  claimants  that 
the  preceding  rules  of  evidence  generally. and  more 
especially,  apply  to  claims  which  shall  not  ex- 
ceed m  amount  two  hundred  dollars,  and  that,  in 
all  cases  in  which  the  claims  in  amounbshall  ex- 
ceed two  hundred  dollars,  a  special  commis.<.iouer 
will  be  employed  to  take  testimony  ;  but  in  these 
cases,  as  far  as  it  shall  be  practicable,  the  same 
rules  of  evidence  will  be  observed. 

In  all  cases  in  which  the  officers  or  agents  of 
the  United  Stales  shall  have  taken  or  impressed 
property  for   the  military  service  of  the   United 
States,  which   property,  so   taken   or  impressed, 
shall  have  been  paid  for  by  them  out  of  their  pri- 
vate funds,  i)r  the  value  thereof  recovered  from 
them  in  due  course  of  law,  such  officers  or  agents 
are  entitled    to  the  same   remuneration  to  which 
the  original  owners  of  the  property  would  be  en- 
titled  if  such  payment  or  recovery  had   not  been 
made,  and    can  settle    their  claims  at    this  office 
producing  authentic  vouchers  for  such  payment 
or  recovery.     Nor  will  any  original  claimants  be 
paid  through  this  office  till  they  release  all  claims 
against    such    officers  or   agents  ol    the    United 
biates  on  account  of  such  taking  or  impressment. 
In  every  case,  no  claim  will  be  paid  but  to  per- 
sons origmally  entitled  to  receive  the  same  ;  or  in 
case  of  his  death,  to   the  legal  representative,  or 
in  either  event,  attorney  duly  appointed.     When 
attorneys  shall  be  employed,  it  is  recommended 
to  the  parties  interested  to  have  their  powers  exe- 
cuted ill  due  form. 

Ail  evidence  offered  must  be  sworn  to.  except 
the  certificates  of  officers  who.  at  the  time  of  giv- 
ing them,  shall  be  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  before  some  judge  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  ot  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  of  any 
city,  town,  or  borough,  within  the  same,  or  a  jus- 
tice ol  the  peace  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
UuMe.i  Siaiesdulyauthorized  toadminister  oaths- 
ol  which  authority  proof  must  be  furnished  either 
by  a  certificate  under  theseal  of  any  State  or  Ter- 
riiory,  or  the  clerk  or  prolhonotary  of  any  court 
wiihiii  the  same.  But  the  .seal  of  any  city,  town 
or  borough,  or  the  attestation  of  any  judge  of  the 
United  States,  will  require  no  further  a^'uthenti- 
caiioii. 

All  office  is  opened  on  Capitol  Hill,  in  the  City 
ot  Washington,  in  the  building  occupied  by  Con- 
gress durifig  us  last  session,  for  the  reception  of 
the  foregoing  claims. 

The  printers  m  the  United  States,  or  Territo- 


ries thereof,  who  are  employed  to  print  the  laws 

of  the  United  States,  are  requested  to  publish  this 
notice  for  eight  weeks  successively,  once  a  week, 
and  send  their  bills  to  this  office  for  payment. 

All  persons  who  have  business  with  this  office 
are  requested  to  address  their  letters  to  the  sub- 
scriber, as  Commissioner,  which  will  be  trans- 
mitted free  of  postage. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LEE, 
Commissioner  of  Claims,  <^c. 


Explanatory  Supplemental  Rule. 
Office  of  Clalms,  dec, 

IVashington,  June  24.  1816. 
In  all  the  cases  comprised  in  the  notice  from 
this  office  of  the  3d  instant,  the  following  supple- 
mental  regulation    must    be  observed   by   every 
claimant,  viz: 

Whenever  the  evidence,  on  oath,  of  any  o^er 
of  the  late  army  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
taken,  or  the  certificate  of  any  officer  in  service 
at  the  time  of  giving  it  shall  be  obtained,  such 
evidence  or  such  certificate  must  expressly  state 
whether  any  certificate  or  other  voucher,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  in  question,  has  been  given 
within  the  knowledge  of  such  officer.  The  claim- 
ant must  also  declare,  on  oath,  that  he  has  never 
received  from  any  person  any  such  certificate  or 
voucher,  or,  if  received,  must  state  the  cause  of 
its  non-production.  In  every  case  the  name  of 
the  officer  furnishing  such  certificate  or  voucher, 
together  with  its  dale,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, will  also  be  required. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LEE, 

Commissioner  of  Claims,  4>c. 


Copy  of  a  Utter  from  the  Hon.  William  H.  Craxo- 
ford,  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Commissioner. 

War  Depaktme.nt,  Oct.  21,  1816. 

Pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act 
"making  provision  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," the  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct — 

That  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  said 
act  do  not  embrace  the  cases  of  officers  of  the 
regular  army;  and  that  the  property  which  a 
regular  officer  may  have  taken  wiih  him  in  the 
service,  or  which  he  may  have  been  required  by 
IdW  to  keep,  is  not  comprehended  by  the  terms 
'impressed  or  by  contract"  used  in  the  third 
section. 

That  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  extend 
only  to  losses  resulting  from  the  acts  of  the 
enemy,  or  from  the  failure  of  the  Government  to 
supply  the  necessary  forage. 

That  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  extends  only 
to  cases  of  destruction  of  property  by  the  enemy 
which  are  justifiable  by  the  laws  of  civilized 
warfare.  The  occupation  of  houses  or  building's 
as  places  of  military  deposite,  or  by  an  armed 
force,  must  be  continued  up  to  the  time  of  tke 
destruction. 
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Thai  the  occi'pation  of  houses  or  buildings  by 
an  wq|ed  force  for  a  night  upon  a  march  is  not 
irilli^*the  noeaniHg  of  the  said  section,  unless  in 
the  OT^ediate  {iresence  of  an  enemy. 

T!i2i  no  compe-nsation,  by  way  of  interest,  rent, 
or  dsfliige,  can  be  allowed  under  the  act  for  the 
time*  "»«)ich  elapses  between  the  destruction  of  the 
prop-jl"  and  thf  decision  of  the  Commissioner. 

Tij^i  the  act' does  not  extend  to  the  case  of 
cons-^ential  injury  resulting  from  the  destruc- 
tion s'ithouses  Qr  buildings  under  the  ninth  sec- 
tipD.  w*  Aio  compensation  can,  therefore,  be  allowed 
for  xi^c  destructfon  of  houses  or  buildings  not  oc- 
cupwCi  as  a  military  deposite,  or  by  a  military 
forcilt  \  : 

Tp|ic.  in  ail  cosies  of  doubt  or  of  great  import- 
anci^jiae  Comm|i»sioner  shall  submit  the  evidence 
to  tlV  fliecutiv^  before  any  decision  is  made. 
',r  VTILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 


The  thirty-fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  24lh  of  September.  1769.  !■>  the  only  Uw 
marking  down  the  public  duties  to  be  performed 
by  the  Attorney  General,  and  I  have  never  felt 
myself  at  liberty  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
oflBcial  opinions  not  enjoined  by  the  terms  or  scope 
of  that  law. 
I  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  be  assured  that  nothing  but  an 
unwillingness  to  depart  from  this  rule  (which 
has  also,  I  believe,  governed  those  who  have  here- 
tofore been  Attorney  General)  leads  me  to  decline 
giving  answers  to  the  questions  which  your  letter 
has  propounded  for  my  consideration. 
With  great  respect.  &c. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
R.  B.  Lee.  Esq. 


R|$KARD  Bla»vp  Lee,  Esq. 


OiFtcE  OF  Claims,  4^.. 

Washington,  July  1.  1816. 
claims  have  been  submitted 


to 


Su|:  Several 
me  M  f.rovided  fbr  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  law 
of  fti  United  Slates  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize (JJe  payraeni.  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
destt^^yed  while' ia  the  military  service  of  the 
Uni  SJ  States,  ifitfd  for  other  purposes."  The 
wcruf  *){  the  law  are:  "  Where  any  person,  du- 
ring fhr  late  wair;  has  sustained  damage  by  the 
de^tr,i:^on  of  his  ur  her  house  or  building  by  the 
enenit. 'while  thie^amewas  occupied  as  a  mili- 
ary d-jf»t>?ite  unc^ej-  the  authority  of  an  officer  or 
agent  <j(  the  Unjtpd  States,  he  .shall  be  allowed 
and  p^j  the  amvjqnt  of  such  damage,  provided  it 
shall  JiJpear  tha^  sjuch  occupation  was  the  cause 
of  its  fl^truction," 

1  fiifpi'a  difficultj-  in  determining  what  shall  be 
deom.V^'a  militiiry  deposite"  in  the  meaning  of 
the  laXv 

1 
moDii^(-os  of  wa;-? 

i.-  Jan  it  be  extended  to  a  military  occupation. 
how<vtff  transieb;,  as  quarters  for  soldiers  for  a 
mcioib,i>  week.  ^  day,  or  a  less  time  ? 

J.  (i^  day  of  ,b«iile,  if  soldiers  retire  to  a  house 
to  ustf  fi  as  a  fortress  from  which  to  annoy  the 
enemf^without  li.e  order  of  an  officer,  will  $uch 
0C(;u("a>i0n  be  wit.'un  the  meaning  of  the  law  ? 

^.  lii^a  day  of  badle,  if  soldiers  occupy  a  house 


Sib 


£. 

OrricE  OF  Claims,  &,c., 

Washington,  July  5,  1816. 
I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  ray  letter  of 
the  1st  instant  to  the  honorable  Attorney  General, 
and  a  copy  of  his  reply  of  the  3d.  Inasmuch  as 
he  declines  answering  the  questions  propounded 
to  him,  I  must  request  from  you  such  opinions 
and  instructions  on  the  subject  as  you  may  deem 
pertinent.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LEE. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  or  War. 


Office  of  Claims,  &c.. 

Washington,  October  28,  1816. 
Sir:  As  I  find,  from  conversation  with  Mr. 
Graham,  Chief  Clerk  of  the  War  Department, 
that  a  doubt  is  entertained  by  hitn  whether  the 
claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  Buffalo,  whose  houses 
were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  on  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, 1813,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1814. 
^,         ,  ,  come  wiinin  the  provisions  of  the  ninth  section 

V»5t  the  t^rm  be  limited   to  the  storing  of;  of  the  law  of  the  9ih  of  April  last,  under  whi^  1 

act.  I  deem  it  proper  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  President  the  testimony  in  the  case  of 
Oilman  Fulsom  before  1  definitively  decide.  This 
case  does  not  re.st  on  such  strong  evidence  as  the 
few  in  which  I  have  made  awards.  From  my 
conversation  with  Mr.  Graham,  the  principal 
objection  to  the  ButTalo  claims  is  derived,  as  I 
understand,  from  the  official  declaration  of  the 
enemy   to   our  Government    that   ihe  village  of 


occupation 


ttons 


lorsu^ij  purpose?  py  order  of  an  officer,  however    Buffalo  was  burnt  by  way  of  retaliation.     1  will 
inl^ri^  may  be  his  grade,  will  such  -        1 

be  wi^tjdn  the  meaning  of  the  law  ? 

Voik  official  a-ji^wers  to  the  foregoing  que«ti 
wi^.l  \frVv  much  oblige  your  obedient  servant, 
I  .  :  RICHARD  BLAND  LEE. 

Thi  Hon.  Richard  Rush. 

it  - 


1 


^  Wa8hingto?i,  July  3,  1816. 

811^;  1  have  h^"^  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
let  d;^ed  the  1st  of  this  month. 


observe,  that  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  this 
information  in  an  official  form,  or  received  any 
intimation  from  the  Executive  Government  how 
far  it  must  be  regarded  in  opposition  to  the  testi- 
mony of  our  own  citizens,  taken  in  pursuance  of 
the  directions  of  the  aforesaid  law  of  the  9th  of 
April  last. 

It  is  certain  that  this  office  has  not  the  power 
of  going  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Uniied  Stales  to 
take  testimony  ;  and  the  most  natural  place  to 
obtain  the  best  tt-stimony  which  the  nature  of  the 
case  may  admit  of  appeared  to  be  where  the  de- 
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struction  was  made.     In  selecting  persons  to  take 
this  testimony,  I  have  sought  out  such  as  stood 
high  in  the  confidence  of  the  government  of  New 
York,  and  who  held  respectable  judicial  stations. 
I  have  endeavored,  in  every  instance,  both  in  the 
regulations  concerning  the  mode  of  taking  and 
authenticating  the  testimony,  and  examining  that 
testimony  when  furnished,  ij  fulfil  the  injunction 
of  the  law,  by  "paying  a  due  respect  as"  well  to 
the  claims  of  individual  justice  as  to  the  interest 
of  the  United  States,"  which,  in  ray  opinion,  will 
be  more  certainly  promoted  and  permanently  es- 
tablished by  acts  of  justice  and  re.-^iitution  to  its 
citizen.s  who  have   innocently  suffered  la  a  war 
waged  for  the  common  benefit,  than  consigning 
them  to  undeserved  misery  and  want,  in  imitation 
01  Governments  which  are  created  and  supported 
by  military  force,  and  do  not  rest,  like  ours,  on 
the  basis  of  justice  and  equality  of  rights. 

1  am  very  sensible  that,  in  the  adjudications 
which  I  am. bound  to  make,  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  always  to  hit  precisely  the  middle  course 
of  rendering  a  reasonable  justice  to  the  claimant 
without  lu  any  degree  trenching  upon  the  inter- 
est of  the  nation.  But  here  humanity,  consider- 
ing the  relative  situati.n  of  the  parlies,  will  ex- 
cu.se  (it  they  should  be  discovered)  a  bearing  to 
the  side  of  poverty  and  wretchedness.  Enclcsed 
I  send  aKo  a  newspaper,  which  exhibits  the 
course  which  the  British  Government  has  pursued 
relative  to  tne  losses  sustained  by  their  Canadian 
subjects  during  the  late  war,  as  well  from  the  acts 
of  their  enemy  as  their  own  array. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  from  the  President 
his  instructions  relative  to  the  case  herewith  sent, 
which  I  t.nall  consider  it  my  duty  to  obey.  Till 
then,  I  .shall  suspend  all  adjudications  under  the 
ninth  section  of  the  law.  I  am  confidently  im- 
pressed that  the  awards,  in  all  the  cases  which  I 
have  hitherto  decided,  relative  to  buildings  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war.  will  be 
found  in  conformity  to  the  interpretation  and  in- 
structions which  I  have  received  from  him.  unless 
the  Buffalo  cases  shall  be  excluded  by  the  official 
declaration  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LEE. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Property  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  Enemy. 


Copy  of  a  UtttT  from  the  Hon.  George  Graham  to  the 
Commissioner. 

War  Departme.nt,  Aor.  1.  1816. 

Sir  :  Yoar  communications  dated  the  25th  and 
28th  of  last  month  have  been  submitted  to  the 
President,  who  has  instructed  me  to  say  that  the 
third  section  of  the  act  "to  authorize  thepayment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed."  dtc, 
will  not  justify  the  payment  of  claims  for  partial 
injuries  to  oxen  or  horses. 

I  am  also  instructed  by  the  President  to  request 
that  you  will  suspend  all  decisions  under  the 
ninth  section  of  the  above-mentioned  act  until 
further  advised.     I  have  the  honor  to  be    dec. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Esq. 

Commissioner,  fc. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  ihe  Hon.  William  H.  Crawford 
to  the  Commissioner. 

Department  of  War,  Sept.  7,  1816. 

Sir;  The  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  occupation  of  houses  and  buildings  by 
the  military  force  of  the  United  Stales  is  em- 
braced by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  '•  to  author- 
ize the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed  by  ihe  enemy  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," and  that  compensation  shall  be  allowed 
lor  damage  sustained  in  consequence  of  such  oc- 
cupancy, in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  houses 
and  buildings  had  been  occupied  as  a  military 
deposite,  under  the  authority  of  an  officer  or  agent 
of  the  United  Slates.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <tc. 
WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Richard  Bla.nd  Lee.  Esq. 

Commissioner,  d^c. 


Office  of  Clai.ms,  dec, 

Washington,  November  1,  1816. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  of  to-day.  and 
beg  you  to  inform  the  President  (hat  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  conform  strictly  to  any  interpretation 
which  he  may  be  pleased  to  give  to  the  law  of 
the  9ih  of  April  last,  to  authorize  "  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes."  and  that  no  deci- 
sion shall  be  made  on  any  case  depending  on  the 
ninth  section  of  the  said  law  till  I  receive"*his  fur- 
ther instructions.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 
RICHARD  BLAND  LEE. 

Geo.  Graham.  Acting  Sec^ry  of  War. 


G. 

Copy  of  a  Utter  from  the  Hon.  George  Graham,  Sec- 
retary of  H'ar,  to  the  Commissioner. 

Depart.me.nt  of  War,  Dec.  16,  1816. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform 
you  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is 
thought  proper  that  no  final  decision  be  made  on 
any  case  now  depending,  or  that  may  be  exhibited 
under  the  act  "to  authorize  the  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  for  other  purooses,"  passed  the  9th  of  April, 
1S16.  You  wiir  however,  proceed  to  prepare 
and- arrange  all  such  cases  for  decision  when  it 
shall  be  deemed  proper. 

I  have  to  recjuesi,  also,  that  you  immediately 
prepare  and  furnish  the  report  called  for  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  with 
which  you  have  been  furnished;  and,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  delay  of  making  copies,  the  original 
proceedings  may  be  furnished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

RicuAKD  Bland  Lee,  Esq.. 

Commissioner  of  Claims,  ^c. 
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ANNJLiTIES    TO   WIDOW    AND    CHILDREN 


i 


OF  A.  H.  DOHRMAN. 


[C^fDunicated  tf»  the  Senate,  January  27,  1817.] 
Tijr  JComraiti^t'  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferr»-4  2)e  peiiiicro  of  Rachael  Dohrman,  report: 
Tt^t;  in  the  dpcuments  accompanying  the  pe- 
titiotif  liie  committee  find  very  satisfactory  evi- 
dence (hat  the  late  husband  of  the  petitioner, 
Arnci^i'Henry  Doiuman,  rendered  important  ser- 


Tice?  !c|  theUniiti)  States  during  the  Revolution, 
by  acisW  exalteid  beneficence  and  liberality  to- 
'AfO  J  Anipricanj  seamen  thrown  captive  on  the 
lori^^f  Portugal  by  a  vindictive  enemy,  where 


shori*;!!  roriug^i  oy  a  vinaictive  enemy 
the  »^i|  DohrraHU  then    resided.     The  sense  of 
obli^^itm    whicb   prevailed   in  this   country  for 
those Yi*ieritoriou«  services,  in  the  year  1770,  may 


children,  in  extreme  penury,  who  now  prefer 
their  petition  for  relief.  Instances  exist,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  where  benefit?  have 
been  extended  by  Congress  of  not  stronger  equity 
or  materially  dissimilar  principles.  The  com- 
mittee conceive  the  very  liberal  adjustment  of 
this  claim  by  the  Congress  in  1787  is  the  highest 
proof  of  Mr.  Dohrman's  distinguished  merits. 
As  he  has  failed  to  realize  the  benefit  intended 
for  him  by  the  grant  of  his  township,  through 
real  misfortune,  the  committee  apprehend  the 
principles  of  equitv  admit  of  an  equivalent  being 
extended  to  his  helpless  family,  especially  as  it  is 
believed  the  United  States  have  received  the 
value  of  the  land  he  might  have  selected,  but 
which  not  to  have  done  was  his  misfortune.  The 
committee  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 


be  es^i.laled  from  original  letters  from  President  I  lowing  resolution,  to  wit: 


AdanJ-»Presider>i  Jefferson,  and  Governor  Hen- 
ry, of^A^irginia.  By  a  resolve  of  Congress,  on  the 
21st  >^  •June,  17S0,  ^aid  Dohrman  whs  appointed 
agentjTflr  the  United  Slates  at  the  Court  of  Lis- 
boil,  tl^  a  report  (jreceding  the  resolve,  the  com- 
mittff  <^iate  they  '"are  assured  said  Dohrman 
wi.shfk  jjor  no  saUry  or  emolument  for  his  ser- 
Tices.|i»ju  simply  a  repayment  of  his  advances, 
wh\;n#»'  shall  be  most  convenient."  Original 
letier^-ure  also  exhibited  from  General  Washing- 
ton a,  4-  Archibald  Casey,  Speaker  of  the  Vir- 
ginia ^  naie,  written  in  17S5,  and  bearing  the 
stfunj^sl  testimooy  to  the  merits  of  said  Dohr- 
mafl.."?  ■ 

Abjiii(  this  period  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman  ap- 
pears 5^'  have  petitioned  Congress  for  a  settle- 
ment Ji"  his  accoiiDts.  and  for  an  allowance  of  a 
reasoi^ble  compebjation  for  his  services  as  agent, 
which*:  the  derangt-ment  of  his  private  affairs, 
arisingJ-L-ut  of  his  connexion  with  and  attention 
to  <hi:*iJUsiness  of  the  United  States,  had  made 
neces. jry. 

On  ^e  1st  of  Ocfober,  1787,  Congress  resolved 
to  rerrft&urse  «>aid  Dohrman  upwards  of  $5,000, 
with  t^terest  from  the  time  of  expenditure,  such 
sunj  having  been  iidmitted  to  be  due  on  settle- 
ment ry  the  Treasiiry  ;  and  for  a  further  claim 
of  up*,trds  of  $20,000,  for  which  documents 
were  <^ered  of  too  general  a  nature  to  admit  of 
setifcfjtifit  by  the  rules  of  the  Treasury,  it  was  fur- 
ther Halved  unnimously  "that  said  Dohrman,  for 
his  (a  A.Uil  and  getterous  services  as  agent  of  the 
Uniie'l^States  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon,  should  be 
allow/^  81.600  per  annum,  to  be  computed  from 
the  ...        - 


Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
draught  and  report  a  bill  allowing  S annu- 
ally to  Rachael  Dohrman,  widow  of  Arnold 
Henry  Dohrman,  during  such  time  as  she  may 

remain  a  widow,  payable  quarterly;  and  $ 

annually  to  each  of  the  minor  children  ol  said 
Dohrman  until  they  shall  respectively  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  which  benefits 
shall  be  received  and  applied  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Orphans'  Court  of  the  proper 
county. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Repre*en- 
tatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congrttt . 

The  petition  of  Rachael  Dohrman.  widow  of 
Arnold  Robert  Dohrman,  Esq.,  deceased,  humbly 
showeth:  That  the  said  Arnold  Henry  Dohr- 
roahn  died  at  Steubenville.  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
early  in  the  year  1813,  leaving  your  petitioner 
and  eleven  minor  children  without  any  means 
whatever  for  their  subsistence  and  protection; 
that,  for  almost  four  years,  your  petitioner  has 
struggled  with  the  hard  vicissitudes  which  attend 
the  maintenance  and  education  of  a  large  family 
of  infant  and  helpless  children,  without  any  re- 
source other  than  that  which  her  hands  afforded 
her,  and  the  charitable  aid  which  she  has  re- 
ceived frono  her  kind  and  beneficent  neighbors. 
From  the  first  of  these,  age  and  sickness  admon- 
ish her  to  expect  but  little  in  future;  to  the  sec- 
ond, she  feels  that  she  has  already  been  too  often 
a  suppliant,  and  too  long  a  debtor;  that  the  over- 
whelming retlection  which 


.  „  her  future   prospect 

ti,  -  his  expenditures  commenced  ;"  and  that  presents,  of  seeing  her  children,  the  offspring  of 
he  should  select  a  township,  at  his  option,  out  of  '  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  not  only  deprived  of  the 
the  ilul-^r  last  ranges  surveyed  in  the  Western  substantial  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life,  but 
Territ,^.  free  frorp  all  charges  of  survey,  after  ,  stepping  upon  the  stage  of  active  life  and  busi- 
the  S.>^.vtary  of  War  had  drawn  the  proportion-  ,  ness,  destitute  of  all  the  intellectual  acquirements 
ate  qu.y,ijity  assignrd  to  the  late  army  ;  and  that  I  which  their  father  enjoyed,  has  induced  your 
the  pa^^ents  and  ,»rant  of  land  so  made  should  :  petilioner  to  overcurae  her  prejudices  of  educa- 
te in  ||i>.  lor  all  claims  ot  said  Dohrman  against  I  tiun  and  finer  sensibilities  on  the  subject,  and  pre- 
tbeUutifdbiaies.:Mr.  Dohrman  appears  to  have!  sent  herself  and   her  children,  with  their  wants 


been  t^|itemely  unfortunate,  wi'hout  fault,  in  the 
select i"jpiF of  his  tovj'nship,  as  is  fully  set  forth  in 
leiter.vjfrjm  Davi(i  Hogg  aid  James  Ross. 

Mr.  ^uhrraan   d?ed  at    Steubenville  in   1813, 
leaiiin^  a  widow,  the  petitioner,  and  eleven  minor 

it 


and  distresses,  before  the  guardian  powers  of  that 
country  for  whose  iutere>t  and  independence,  in 
the  hour  of  peril,  Mr.  Dohrman  exposed  his  life 
and  sacrificed  his  fortune. 

It  is  due  to  your  honorable  legislative  bodies 
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that  your  petitioner  suggest  the  reasons  where- 
fore she  ventures  to  supplicate  the  consideration 
of  Congress  to  her  distresses;  she,  therefore,  very 
respectfully  appeals  to  the  journals  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legislature  for  the  years  A.  D  1785,  '6,  and 
'7,   from    which    it    will  ajipear  that,  during  the 
struggle  of  the  United  States  for  liberty  and  in- 
dependence, Mr   Dohrman's  ''own  house  in  Por- 
tugal was  frequently  the  asylum  of  whole  crews 
of    captive    American    seamen,    who    were    fed, 
clothed,  and  relieved  in  sickness  through  his  ben- 
evolence, and  that  at  a  time  wlien  his  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  Am^-rica  was  dangerous  both  to 
his  person  and  property;"  that,  while  an  entire 
stranger  to  every  citizen  of  these   then   colonic*, 
he  ventured  to  be  their  only  friend  in  a  Kingdom 
in  alliance  with,  and  under  the  influence  of  their 
powerful  enemy ;  that  he  was  afterwards  selected 
as  the  agent  and  consul  of  these  then  United  Col- 
onies to  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal,  and  discharged 
that  tru^t  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  received, 
not  only  from   the  Congress   the  approbation  of 
the  nation,  but  also  the  voluntary  testimonials  of 
respect  and  thanks  from  the  governments  of  the 
several  States.     Your  petitioner  also  appeals  to 
the  memorials  of  many  living  worthies  of  those 
bright  days  of  American  glory,  and  flatters  her- 
selt  she  may  be  excused  for  dwelling  with  a  grate- 
ful and  pleasing  thought  on  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Dohrman's  services,  voluntarily  recorded  of  him 
by  the  illustrious  founders  of  American  independ- 
ence, General  Washington,  Hon.  Patrick  Henry, 
President  Adams,  President  Jefferson,  and   many 
others;  some  of  whom,  though    she   forbears  to 
mention  their  names,  she  knows  were  the  warm 
and  active  friends  of  Mr.  Dohrman,  and  on  whom 
she  now  rests  a  lond  hope,  knowing  that  they  yet 
live  ornaments  of  their  country,  and    intrusted 
with  Its  welfare  and  its  honor. 

Your  petitioner  is  not  unadvised  that  Mr.  Dohr- 
man received  a  compensation  for  his  services  as 
agent  of  the  United  States  at  Portugal,  and  also 
a  donation  in  lands,  as  a  remuneration  for  his 
sacrifices  and  services  in  favor  of  Americam  sea- 
men ;  nOr  does  she  complain  of  the  want  of  mu- 
nificence or  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  towards  Mr.  Dohrman,  but.  on  the  contra- 
ry, she  bears  witness  of  the  liberal  spirit  with 
which  Mr.  Dohrman  was  treated,  not  only  by  the  ' 
worthy  personages  before  named  and  alluded  to,  ' 
but  also  by  the  national  councils  of  this  his  ! 
adopted  country;  but  she  feels  that  ^he  may  be 
permitted  to  remind  the  guardians  of  this  great  • 
and  happy  people,  ihat  the  services  of  "  one  who," 
in  the  language  of  Governor  Henry,  of  Virginia, 
"unallied  to  them  by  any  ties  of  kindred  or  coun- 
try, opened  his  purse  to  their  distressed  captive 
countrymen,  and  look  them  to  his  bosom  as  his 
brethren,"  are  not  to  be  estimated  by  any  weight 
or  measure;  and  that  the  reward  which  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  intended  in  their  dona- 
tion of  lands  for  Mr.  Dohrman,  was  not  (on  ac- 
count of  an  unfortunate  selection  of  a  township) 
realized  to  Mr.  Dohrman  to  one-half  of  its  sup- 
posed extent.  Mr.  Dohrman  was  entirely  igno- 
rant of  land  himself,  and.  confiding  in  erroneous 


information  of  others,  or  misled  by  false  roisrep- 

(  resenlations  of  its  quality  and  situation,  instead 
!  of  a  township  of  even  an  average  worth  or  qual- 
I  ity,  he  chose  one  worth  less  than  any  other  out  of 
j  which  hewas  entitled  to  make  his  selection.  And 
I  though  in  this  he  could  have  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  the  United  States,  yet,  inasmuch 
I  as  Congress  designed  for  him  a  greater  rerauoe- 
^  ration  than  he  realized,  and  the  United  States 
Treasury  has  profited  by  his  unfavorable  selec- 
I  lion,  your  petitioner  humbly  conceives  she  may 
I  well  be  excused  if  she  has  formed  too  sanguine 
I  hopes  of  a  further  consideration  of  the  subject  b^ 
I  the  National  Legislature;  and  even  then  she 
j  trusts  that,  if  noble  deeds  of  patriotism,  valor, 
I  virtue,  or  humanity,  will  anywhere  on  earth  res- 
}  cue  the  off>pring  of  the  actor  from  penury  and 
I  distress,  the  children  of  Mr.  Dohrman  have  yet  a 
!  pledge  of  promise  in  the  hearts  of  the  American 
!  people. 

I  Your  petitioner  prays  to  be  indulged  in  ^he 
further  humble  representation  that  a  continued 
series  of  misfortunes  and  disappointments  had 
pursued  Mr.  Dohrman  from  the  first  moment 
his  own  house  became  the  asylum  of  distressed 
American  captives  in  Portugal  until  his  death,  in 
1813,  in  Steubenville,  Ohio.  Educated  in  Eu- 
ropean manners,  and  indulged  in  early  life  in  the 
lap  of  fortune,  he  was  but  too  Utile  prepared  to 
meet  and  buffet  the  stubborn  realities  and  busy 
toils  of  an  American  merchant  or  agriculturist. 
He  was,  therefore,  disappointed  in  his  expecta- 
tions ;  embarrassed  in  his  circumstances  ;  his  soul 
was  too  great  to  murmur;  education  had  taught 
him  not  to  supplicate;  the  little  value  and  dead 
capital  of  his  land  rendered  his  estate  insolvent, 
and  he  died  the  child  and  victim  of  despair  and 
sorrow,  consoled  in  his  last  moments  by  the  ani- 
mating and  pleasing  reflection,  that  though  his 
wile  and  children  were  about  to  become  the  ob- 
jects of  an  eleemosynary  subsistence,  he  left  them 
Iree  in  the  laud  he  had  sought  for  his  home  and 
his  sepulchre,  and  for  whose  political  happiness, 
though  he  had  sacrificed  his  own,  and  depauper- 
ated his  children,  yet  theyr  were  left  to  be  cher- 
ished by  those  whom  he,  in  his  turn,  had  "fed, 
clothed,  and  relieved  from  sickness."  Your  pe- 
titioner forbears  further  to  relate,  but  throws  her- 
self and  children  upon  the  bounty  and  liberal  pro- 
tection of  an  enlightened  people,  and  will  ever 
pray. 

RACHAEL  DOHRMAN. 

Steubenville,  Ohio,  Jan.  6.  1817. 


By  the  U.  S.  in  Congress  Assembled, 

June  21,  1780. 
The  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  letter  of  23d  May  from  Mr.  P.  Henry, 
late  Governor  of  Virginia,  report: 

That,  from  the  said  letter  and  other  papers  laid 
before  them,  as  well  as  from  the  information  of 
Mr.  G.  Anderson,  they  find  that  Mr.  Arnold  Hen- 
ry Dohrman,  merchant  of  Lisbon,  hath,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  manifei.ed  a 
warm  and   steady  attachment  to  the  cjuse  and 
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large  sums  of  mooey    in   carrying   into 
pra^iiife  schemes  projected   by  him   for  assisting 
therfi^'^'ith  clotliing  and   warlike  stores,  as  well 
in  s»if»;)lying  great  numbers  of  American  prison- 
ers i-^rried  into  the  ports  of  the  Kingdom  of  Por- 
tug»l;  ttilh  money  and  all  other   necessaries  for 
their jpflmfortablf  jubsistence  while  there,  and  for 
thfirj^f^turn  to  tfieir  own  country  by  such  routes 
as  thi  y  preferred;    that,  from  the  great  wealth 
and  liijuence,  arid  the  favorable  disposition  of  the 
said  ^ffiold  Henry  Dohrman,  niany  benefits  might 
be  d<#i5ed  to  these  States  by  enabling  him  to  be 
morijtpublicly  a^id  extensively  useful  under  the 
sanc*)i<   of  authority   from   Congress;    that  the 
are  assured    the  said   Mr.   Dohrman 
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interpUs  of  the  United  States;  that  he  hath  ex 
p«nU<'(. 


home;  for  which  purpose  tbey  were  supplied 
with  every  necessary. 

That  the  execution  of  this  plan  was  attended 
with  great  hazard  as  well  as  great  expense  and 
lo-s  io  your  memorialist,  who  soon  became  an 
object  of  the  resentment  and  persecution  of  the 
Court  of  London ;  upon  whose  instances  with  the 
Court  of  Portugal.         *  *  ♦  ♦  » 

your  memorialist  was  forbidden,  on  pain  of  ban- 
ishment, from  continuing  his  assistance  to  the 
Americans;  but   his  attachment   to   their  cause 


comiiii^ee 

wish# ,  -for  no  saUry  or  emolument  for  his  ser- 
Tice^- ijut  simply  a  repayment  of  his  advances 
when-i'  shall  be  titost  convenient :  whereupon. 

lia^^ed,  That  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  of 
the  ci»y;of  Lisbop,  merchant,  he  appointed  agent 
for  t^  United  Slates  in  the  Kingdom  of  Portu- 
gal, iiy  the  transaction  of  such  affairs  of  the  said 
Stater .-.^  may  be  committed  to  his  discretion. 
i-  I  CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'ry. 


^4 


To  t}^  Nonorable  Ific  United  States  of  America,  in 
'. '   ]  Cofii^rets  assembled: 

The  in(imorial  and  petition  of  Arnold  Henry 
Dohfrfian,  of  L,iibon,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Por- 
tug*1,*agent  for  the  said  United  States,  respect- 
fully ^how: 

Th>ati^our  memorialist  (by  birth  a  subject  of 
the  ^jtijerlands)  was,  at  the  comtnencemeni  of 
the  liii-  war  betwi'tm  the  United  States  and  Great 
BriiaifK.;j  resident  iit  Lisbon,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
PortujgiH,  possessed  of  handsome  property,  and  in 
full  c^^t^t  as  a  merchant. 

Thitj  having  imbibed  from  early  life  a  strong 
atUclirftfnt  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  he  saw 
with  art>ious  and  affectionate  concern  the  first 
effort!!  gf  this  country  to  defend  and  secure  the 
rights  vjf  human  nature;  and  carried  along  by  a 
desire- ji* espouse  its  cause,  unsolicited,  and  with- 
out, btijp?  or  expifctation  tf  reward,  at  a  period, 
too,  V^ten  Europtan  prejudices  and  opinions 
wishell^nd  predirt^d  the  ruin  of  that  cause,  he 
resolv»y  to  devot«;  himself  to  it  by  the  bes%ser- 
vices  \ii,  situation  would  permit.  ^ 

Thj^  the  object  which  pres-nted  itself  to  him 
as  thf:^ne  in  which  he  could  bfest  execute  this 
resoluiJ|un  with  advantage  to  America,  was  the 
preser;^ion  and  relief  of  captive  seamen  whom 
the  fajgljifie  of  war  would  throw  within  his  reach.  ' 
Thes^-^ii  considerable  numbers,  at  different  times 
as  wer'^ifi  Spain  arid   in   the  Western  islands  as 
throug  vjul  the  Kmgdora  of  Portugal,  he  assisted 
with  sjjiplies  of  food,  medicine,  care,  clothing, 
and  tbj 'means  of  transporting  iheraselves  back 
to  Anii^rlca.     His  own  house  Irequently  received 
whole. Jrews  from  the  prison  ships,  from  whence 
the  Mt\  and  wouitded  were  sent  to  hospitals,  and 
"wh?rtL-ji^  well  wtte  entertained  and  supported 
till  opjpjiunities  ^ould  be  found  for  their  return 

V 


would  not  suffer  him  to  be  deterred  by  menaces 
or  dangers  from  persisting  in  what  he  considered 
as  a  duty  he  owed  to  the  cause  of  humanity  and 
liberty. 

That,  happily  for  him,  the  events  of  war  favor- 
ing the  hopes  of  America,  and  procuring  the 
countenance  of  some  of  the  most  respectable 
Powers  of  Europe,  prevented  the  execution  of 
these  menaces;  and  your  honorable  body,  some 
time  in  the  year  1780,  having  been  informed  of 
the  good-will  of  your  memorialist,  and  having 
been  pleased,  unasked  by  him,  to  reward  him  with 
the  app(.intraent  of  agent  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon, 
yuur  memorialist  had  the  .satisfaction  (though  not 
recognised  by  that  Court  till  after  the  peace)  to 
continue  hi-  zealous  endeavors  for  their  service, 
under  the  authority  and  sanction  of  the  United 
States. 

That  too  much  of  your  raemoritlisi's  time,  at- 
tention, and  money,  was  employed  in  the  prose- 
cution of  these  views,  to  consist  with  the  pros- 
perity of  his  private  affairs.  The  diminution  of 
his  funds,  the  disgusts  and  fears  of  his  friends  on 
account  of  the  part  he  took,  the  critical  position 
in  which  he  for  a  long  time  stood  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, concurred  in  the  ruin  of  his  mercantile 
credit  and  interest.  The  consequence  is,  that  he 
now  stands  in  need  of  the  bouniy  of  Congress,  for 
what  he  hopes  he  has  deserved,  but  never  in- 
tended, till  urged  by  necessity,  and  invited  by  the 
complete  success  of  the  Revolution,  to  ask  a  re- 
imbur.sement  of  his  expenses,  and  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  his  services. 

That,  actuated  by  a  strong  desire  of  visiting 
that  land  of  liberty  he  so  long  Joved,  admired,  and 
served,  and  of  manifesting  upon  the  spot  his  re- 
spect for  that  august  body  whose  wisdom  has 
founded  the  American  Republic,  and  at  the  same 
time  hoping  that  his  presence  would  enable  him 
to  give  a  more  satisfactory  explanation  of  his  ser- 
vices and  pretensions,  your  memorialist  some 
time  since  communicated  to  Congress  his  inten- 
tion to  embark  for  America;  which  he  has  since 
done,  leaving  his  brother.  Jacob  Dohrman.  his 
substitute  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon,  who  has  accord- 
ingly been  received  in  that  capacity,  and  whose 
abilities  and  intluence  will  naore  than  supply  the 
absence  ol  your  memorialist. 

That  your  memorialisi,  being  now  arrived  at 
the  seat  of  Congress,  is  happy  in  the  opportunity 
It  affords  hira  of  renewing  to  your  honorable  body 
the  assurances  of  his  unalterable  respect  and 
veneration. 

That  your  memorialist,  confident  he  may  ex- 
pect from  the  justice  and  generosity  of  the  coun- 
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try  in  whose  fate  he  has  so  warmly  interested 
himself,  not  only  a  proper  indemnity  for  his  ex- 
penses, losses,  and  sacrifices,  but  also  an  adequate 
compensation  for  his  services,  has  only  to  regret 
that  the  circumstances  under  which  those  ex- 
penses were  incurred,  and  those  services  per- 
formed, do  not  permit  him  to  offer  to  Congress 
vouchers  for  many  of  the  articles  which  compose 
his  claim.  Your  memorialist  cannot,  however, 
but  Hatter  himself  that  indulgent  allowances  will 
be  made  for  hissituation  ;  to  entitle  him  to  which, 
he  begs  leave  to  suggest  the  following  facts: 

That  a  great  part  of  the  time  he  kept  no  regu- 
lar accounts  ;  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
expense  was  incurred  under  his  own  roof,  and  con- 
founded with  other  family  disbursements  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  prisoners  whom  he.  from  time 
lo  time,  received  in  his  house;  that  much  of 
what  he  did  was  done  la  a  secret  manner,  to 
elude  public  observation,  and  of  cour.se  under 
pretexts  and  appearances  which  would  not  admit 
of  vouchers  of  the  facts;  and,  in  the  last  place, 
that  he  was  ofien  obliged,  for  his  own  security, 
to  denosite  his  papers  out  of  bis  possession  ;  by 
which  means  many  of  them  were  at  different 
limes  lost. 

Your  meraoriali-st,  therefore,  to  supply  any  de- 
ficiencies which  may  appear,  must  rely  on  the 
notoriety  of  his  sacrifices  and  services,  and  must 
appeal  to  the  accounts  received  by  some  of  the 
members  of  your  own  body,  and  to  the  testimony 
of  respectable  individuals  now  on  this  continent, 
which,  in  the  jirogress  of  the  business,  your  iiie- 
morialist,  if  required,  will  endeavor  to  produce. 

That  your  memorialist,  having  little  more  in 
his  power  than  lo  exhibit  a  general  sketch  uf  the 
objects  of  his  expenditures,  begs  leave  herewith 
to  submit  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  your 
honorable  body,  recalling  to  the  attention  of  Con- 

fress  the  time  and  circumstances  under  which  he 
rst  gave  proofs  of  his  attachment  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  the  peculiarity  of  those  proofs,  the  vol- 
untary and  disinteresltd  manner  in  which  they 
were  given,  by  a  stranger  to  the  country,  and  no 
otherwise  allied  to  its  interests  than  by  the  sym- 
pathy of  common  principles;  the  actual  sacrifices 
and  personal  danger  with  which  they  were  at- 
tended ;  the  instrumentality  of  your  memorialist 
in  preserving  to  the  United  Slates  many  valua- 
ble subjects,  part  of  whom  would  have  lost  their 
lives  for  want  of  proper  assistance,  and  others 
would  have  been  compelled  by  their  necessities 
to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  enemy  ;  the  singu- 
lar situation  to  which  his  unsought  interference 
would  have  reduced  him  had  the  Revolution 
failed;  and,  in  the  last  place,  to  the  distress  and 
embarrassment  which  he  in  lacl  experienced  in 
consequence  of  the  application  of  his  funds  and 
lime  to  Its  advancement,  &,c.  Your  peiiiioner 
will  ever  pray.  A-c.  A.  H.  DOHRMAN. 

[Presented  to  Congress,  July  19,  1786.] 


Paris.  Mar/  16,  1780, 
Sir:  1  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the  Uth  of  April, 


in  which  you  inform  me  that  more  than  six  hun- 
dred of  my  unfortunate  countrymen  have  received 
succors  from  you,  without  which  they  must  have 
been  reduecd  lo  despair,  or  forced  to  engage  on 
board  the  vessels  of  their  enemies. 

In  this,  sir,  you  have  distinguished  yourself  by 
efforts  of  humanity,  which  do  you  great  honor, 
and  which  deserve  more  imitation  in  countries 
where  it  is  a  pity  there  is  so  much  occasion  for 
them.  There  would  not  be  so  much  occaMon 
for  them  in  Portugal,  give  me  leave  to  say,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  free  admission  of  British  men-  ' 
of-war  and  privateers  into  their  harbors,  and  for 
the  rigorousand  impolitic,  and  1  musiadd  unjust, 
exclusion  of  American  men-of-war  and  privateers 
from  those  ports.  Americans  have  done  no  in- 
jury to  Portugal,  to  deserve  a  treatment  so  par- 
tial;  on  the  cootrarv,  the  long  and  free  inter- 
course of  commerce  between  America  and  that 
kingdom  gives  them  a  right  to  have  expected  a 
treatment  less  hostile.  My  countrymen,  how- 
ever, ought  not  to  be  less  thankful  to  you  for  your 
generosity;  on  the  contrary,  they  ought  to  prize 
it  the  higher.  You  will  please  to  accept  oi  my 
thanks  as  an  individual  who  feels  himself 
obliged  to  every  gentleman,  of  whatever  country, 
who  is  good  enough  to  assist  his  unfortunate 
couulrymen. 

1  shall  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  your  letter 
to  Congress,  or  a  copy  of  it ;  but,  lest  mine  *hould 
miscarry,  I  should  advise  you  to  write  lo  the  Pre- 
sident of  Congress  yourself,  and  send  your  letter 
by  some  of  the  Americans  who  may  be  at  Lisbon. 

I  am  very  sorry  for  Captain  Cunningham's 
captivity,  who  has  deserved  well  of  his  country. 
I  was  informed  of  it  by  a  letter  from  Li.^'ion  be- 
fore from  Mr.  Calf,  to  whom  I  would  write  if  I 
did  not  suppose  him  gone  from  Lisbon.  1  waited 
on  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin  immediately,  lo 
inform  hiro,  who  tells  me  he  has  taken  such  mea- 
sures as  were  in  his  power  for  the  relief  of  Capl. 
Cunningham. 

1  am.  with  much  respect,  your  obliged  and 
obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Arnold  H,  Dohrman. 


Virginia,  May  24,  1780. 

Sir:  The  many  kindnesses  which  you  have 
shown  to  our  captive  countrymen  whom  the  for- 
tune of  war  has  carried  within  the  reach  of  your 
inquiries  do  great  honor  lo  your  humanity,  and 
must  forever  interest  us  in  your  welfare.  I  beg 
leave,  on  behalf  o(  ray  countrymen,  to  assure 
you  that  these  attentions  are  felt  with  sensibility, 
and  that  any  occasion  which  shall  offer  of  ren- 
dering you  service  will  be  cheerfully  embraced. 
Should  future  events  open  an  intercourse  be- 
tween your  country  and  ours,  for  the  exchanges 
of  productions  yieldei^  by  the  one  and  wanted 
by  the  other,  your  actions  have  pointed  out  the 
friend  lo  whose  negotiations  we  may  safely  con- 
fide our  interests  and  necessities. 

I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself,  with  the  great- 
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est  ^steera  »o^  respect,  sir.  your  most  obedient 

aa^^iost  hutnTjIc  servant. 

T  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

1\.  Arnold  jflENRY  Dohr.man,  Esq. 


Richmond  Town,  in  Virginia. 
/  ■  December  12,  1780. 

IKH  AND  WoHTHY  SiR  :  Uoderslanding  that 
IS  a  concevance  to  you  by  a  vessel  just 
to  sail,  I  sji  down,  in  great   hurry  of  busi- 

0  write  y^Q  this  letter.     1  know  not  if  you 
received    jhose   already    written    and   sent 

lerhaps  m^y  repeat  some   things  forrnerly 
*ip^d,    whfcfi    the    uncertainly   of  convey- 

1  hope.  w;iJ  excuse.     I  must  again  present 
?t   acknoWledgna^-nts  and   thanks  for  the 

^.-.-.  us  presenjt  you  ordered  to  me.  Mr.  An- 
ders.* informs  ifie  of  it ;  and,  although  the  acci- 
deDt;£of  war  d.pnved  me  of  receiving  the  arti- 
cles u  ur  undeserved  generosity  intended  for  me 
yet  •>'  enemy  C(iuld  not  lake  from  me  that  which 
7our*jjbera'         ' 


tnd 

in    ]   >:'ession ;   {icd 

reiuro,   I  give  tou 


ilily  designed—!   mean 


your  esteem 


^jard.  Oftnese  I  am  happy  to  find  myself 
"  """""  •  ■'■'  I  can  assure  you  that,  in 
s-'c  ^i/u  mine,  with  all  the  sincerity 
and  vyajpth  a  h^gh  sense  of  gratitude  for  bene- 
fiir  CtMjterred  o^  my  suffering  and  distressed 
countt^en  caa  inspire.  These  benefits  can 
only  |b. equalled  by  the  noble  and  disinterested 
manr&f  m  which  they  are  conferred ;  and  I  hope 
Ishi^notbe  chitted  wiih  flattery  when  I 


say 


thai,-Afnong  the  it.ansaciions  of  this  interestin 
ime^ume 


time^urae  frienij  jo  virtue  I  hope  will  be  found 
who  f^ay  record  :ihe  fact,  and  inform  the  world 
that  i^«re  lives  arjian  who  turned  his  eyes  from 
scenei^f  grandeur,  dissipation,  and  the  allure- 
meDft.f  wealth  a<id  pleasure,  to  behold  the  vir- 
tuous^.ons  of  America  struggling  for  the  rights 
ot  h^«.an  nature;  and.  although  unallied  to 
them  ^  any  lies  of  country  or  kindred,  he  opened 
hii  p.t»'e  to  them  ^s  distressed  captives,  and  took 
th«ra."'  o;his  bosom  as  brethren.  As  an  American 
1  tba  k|you.  sir ;  add,  as  a  lover  of  those  virtues 
that  Bjlurn  ournwcre,  I  congratulate  myself  to 
see  iC^ihus  rescu*,^  from  the  general  charge  of 
degen^acy.  1  know  how  little  valuable,  m  gen- 
eral, ir^pty  prais(;s  are,  especially  those  that  come 
Irom  i|ib  distant  p^rl  of  the  world;  but  they  are 
all  w^gnave  to  giM  at  present.  For  the  present, 
therelAf,  accept  frpm  me  this  only  tribute  which 
1  can|ive  to  your  jnerit.  Perhaps  time  may  fur- 
nish tlf  means  o(  something  more  substantial  m 
returrjr  ' 

I  t.  Jy;  the  liberty  to  mention  you  to  Congress. 
TheyJ,,ue  been  pHased  to  appoint  you  agent  for 
the  U-^ited  American  States  in  your  country.  I 
wishef  this  to  t*'done,  as  a  mark  of  regard  to 
^°H'  ^^  t)eg  you^  fxcuse  if  you  wished  it  not  lo 
be  Joi;i^  Perhaps,  ^tier  this  appointment,  nothint^ 
whichjiiis  partieujar  State  could  do  would  be 
^o'^tK-^jtending  Co'of  a  similar  nature. 

Yoa>^riend.  Mr.  George  Anderson,  has  often 
mentij.ntd  to  meihe  ca.^e  of  Captain   Felt,  and 

^'V^!^^*"  ^'™  '^'^  ^^^'  assistance  in  my  power 
«n  ihj^irnd  every  oJher  matter.     Indeed,  his  dili- 


gence, assiduity,  and  alertness  are  so  great  that  I 
am  confident  he  will  omit  nothing  for  your  in- 
terest. I  can  assure  you  I  am  happy  that  1  was 
instrumental  in  ushering  him  into  your  notice 
and  regard,  because  I  am  sure  he  will  do  your 
business  well  and  effectually,  and  he  possesses 
unconomon  diligence,  joined  to  capacity  and  in- 
tegrity; and  be  as.«ured  I  will  lend  hira  my  assist- 
ance and  best  advice  for  your  interest. 

I  am  at  present  in  private  life,  except  that  I 
am  cbo*en  a  representative  in  our  Legislative 
Assembly.  The  first  part  of  this  war  I  spent  in 
public  lile  ;  and,  from  the  excessive  load  of  busi- 
ness, I  was  glad  to  see  the  end  of  three  years,  to 
which  my  office  was  limited  by  law.  My  dwell- 
log  IS  far  fnland,  in  the  county  of  Henry,  to  which 
place  letters  to  me  will  be  aJdressed. 

At  present,  the  war  is  changed  from  the  north- 
ern to  the  southern  part  of  the  continent.     The 
capture   ot   Charleston    has    raised    our    enemy's 
spirits,  although  it  is  of  not  so  great  consequence 
as  they  affect  to   believe.      Very  lately  we  killed 
and  took  prisoners  the  whole  of  a  party  of  eleven 
hundred   and    odd.   that   advanced    up    into   the 
country  supposed   to  be  conquered,  and   none  of 
the  party  escaped  to  tell  the  news.     This  exploit 
was  achieved  by  Colonel  William  Campbell,  my 
brother-in-law,  with  nine  hundred  railiiia.  armed 
only  with  rifles,  and  no  hand  weapons,  while  the 
enemy  were   posted   on   the  top  of  a  mountain, 
behind  iheir  defences.     It  is  accounted  one  of  the 
greatest   exploits  performed    in    America  during 
this  war,  and  has  disconcerted  the  enemy  greatly. 
However,  they  are  preparing  to  act  against  us  in 
the  South  with  vigor,  and   we  are  preparing  for 
the  event  of  another  campaign.    It  will  be  pretty 
obstinate.  I  believe.     The  northern  States  1  con- 
sider as  quite  given   up    by    Great   Britain,  and 
their  only  remaining  hopes  fixed  on  the  southern 
where  the  people  are  not   so   warlike,  and,  from' 
their  smaller  numbers,  not  able  to  resist  so  effec- 
tually ;  but  our  forces  will  march  from  the  North 
and,  1  trust,  continue  (he  contest  with  effect.        ' 
It  will  give  me  creat   pleasure  to   correspond 
with  you,  and,  on  all  occasions,  to  show  you  that 
with  the  most  sincere  regard  and  esteem,  ' 

I  ana,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate  Iriend  and  very 
humble  servant. 

PATRICK  HENRY. 
Arnold  Henry  Dohrman.  Esq. 


Richmond,  January  1,  1785. 
Sir:  It  was  not  before  yesterday  that  the  Sen- 
ate of  Virginia  had  oflScial  knowledge  of  you 
sir,  and  therefore  could  not  have  been  acquainted 
with  your  conduct  in  respect  to  our  unhappy 
countrymen  (as  well  as  to  others  of  our  sister 
States)  carried  prisoners  into  Lisbon  by  our  cruel 
and  unnatural  enemies  the  British.  Struck  with 
surpri>e  on  having  in  proof  the  numberless  in- 
stances ol  your  unparalleled  acts  of  generosity  to 
them,  and  the  dangers  you  run  at  a  time  when 
your  Court  had  shown  no  open  act  by  which  we 
bad  reason  to  expect  friendship  from  her,  and 
when  she  was  in  close  alliance  with  our  enemies. 
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we  cannot  tell  which  most  to  admire,  your  Chris- 
tian virtues,  or  your  fortitude  in  exposing  your 
person  and  fortune  to  the  machinations  of  our 
enemies,  then  in  high  interest  with  the  august 
bouse  who  governs  your  country,  and  with  whom 
we  think  ourselves  extremely  happy  in  having 
formed,  since  oar  independence  has  been  estab- 
lished, a  cc>nnexion,  which  we  most  heartily  pray 
may  be  continued  on  the  most  enlarged  and  lib- 
eral principles.  It  is  with  pleasure,  sir,  we  know 
you  are  admitted  at  your  Court  toact  in  a  public 
character  by  commission  from  the  honorable 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  it 
gives  us  a  prospect  that,  by  your  abilities,  a  more 
open  and  free  commercial  system  will  be  adopted 
between  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

It  is,  sir,  with  the  utmost  pleasure  to  myself 
that,  as  Speaker  of  the  honorable  body  the  Senate 
of  my  country.  I  have  their  orders  to  return  you 
their  grateful  and  warmest  acknowledgments  for 
the  numberless  acts  of  favors  our  citizens,  as  well 
as  others  of  our  sister  States,  have  received  from 
you. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  resf>ect, 
year  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ARCHIBALD  CASEY, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Virginia. 

Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  Esq. 


MoDNT  Vernon,  July  9,  1785. 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  introducing 
Mr.  Dohrman  to  your  friendly  notice  and  civili- 
ties. He  IS  represented  to  me  as  a  gentleman  of 
great  merit,  and  one  who,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  war.  (when  our  affairs  were  rather  overshad- 
owed.) advanced  his  money  very  liberally  to  sup- 
port our  suffering  countrymen  in  captivity. 

He   has  some  matter  to  submit  to  Congress, 
which  he  can  explain   better   than  I.     I  am  per 
suaded  he  will  offer   nothing   which   is    inconsis- 
tent with  the  strictest  rules  of  propriety,  and,  of 
course,  that  it  will  merit  your  patronage. 

With  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear 
sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Chase. 


By  the  U.  S.  in  Congress  asse.mbled, 
Monday,  October  1,  1787. 
On  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  to  whom 

was  recommitted  their  report  oo  the  memorial 

of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman: 

Resolved,  That  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman  be  re- 
imbursed the  sum  of  five  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six  dollars  and  seventy-two  ninetieths  of  a 
dollar,  wiih  interest  on  the  same  from  the  time  of 
expenditure,  being  the  amount  of  sundry  dis- 
bursements by  him  made  for  the  relief  of  Ameri- 
can prisoners,  agreeably  to  vouchers  examined 
and  admitted  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

And   whereas  the  claims  of  the  said  Arnold 
Henry    Dohrman    against    the    United    States 


amount  to  twenty  thousand  two  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  dollars  and  forty  ninetieths,  orei 
and  above  the  sum  of  five  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  SIX  dollars  and  seventy-two  ninetieths,  as 
above  stated,  in  support  of  which  various  and 
important  documents  are  offered,  though  of  a 
nature  too  general  to  be  admitted  agreeably  to 
the    rules  of    the    Treasury:    and    whereas    this 

■  deficiency  of  vouchers  appears  to  arise  from  the 
nature  of  the  disbursements  made  by  Mr.  Dohr- 

j  man,  whose  own   house   was  frequently  the  asy- 
'  lum  of  whole  crews  of  captive  American  seamen, 

■  who  were  fed,  clothed,  and  relieved  in  sickness 
I  through  his  benevolence,  and  that  at  a  time  when 
j  his  attachment  lo  the  cause  of  America  was  dan- 
gerous both  to  his  person  and  property:  and 
whereas  Congress  are  disposed  to  acknowledge 
in  the  most  honorable  manner  the  eminent  ser- 
vices rendered  by  Mr.  Dohrman.  and  to  make  him 
further  compensation  : 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  Arnold 
Henry  Dohrman  be  allowed,  in  consideration  of 
his  faithful  and  generous  services  as  agent  from 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon,  the 
sura  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and 
that  the  said  salary  be  computed  from  the  period- 
at  which  his  expenditures  commenced,  to  the 
present  day. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  one  complete  and 
entire  township,  subject  to  the  reservations  as  in 
the  other  town.ships,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance 
of  the  20th  May,  1785,  out  of  the  three  last 
ranges  surveyed  in  the  Western  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  hereby  is.  granted  to  the 
said  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman.  free  from  all 
charges  for  survey;  and  that  the  said  Arnold 
Henry  Dohrman  be  allowed  to  make  choice  of 
the  aforesaid  township  of  land  out  of  any  of  the 
said  three  ranges  last  surveyed,  after  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  shall  have  drawn  for  the  propor- 
tionate quantity  of  land  assigned  to  the  late 
army,  agreeably  to  the  said  ordiuance  of  the  20th 
May,  1785. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  above  pay- 
ments be  made  in  such  manner  as  the  present 
state  of  the  finances  will  best  admit  of,  and  that 
the  same,  together  with  the  grant  of  land  as 
aforesaid,  be  in  full  of  Mr.  Dohrman's  claim 
against  the  United  States. 

CHARLES  THOMSON. 

Secretary. 


Stedbenville,  Jan.  8,  1817.  ^ 
Sia:  I  have  seen  and  read  the  petition  of  Mrs:^ 
Dohrman,  forwarded  lo  you  by  last  mail,  and 
take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  I  believe  tde  facts 
contained  therein,  so  far  as  I  have  had  any  op- 
portunity of  ascertaining  them,  to  be  true.  I 
have,  Irom  time  to  lime,  made  particular  inqui- 
ries as  to  the  value  of  the  land  which  Mr.  Dohr- 
man received  as  a  donation,  and  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  I  consider  it  as  the  worst 
township  in  the  three  western  ranges  of  this 
district  out  of  which  Mr.  Dohrman  had  the  right 
of  selection.     He  was  undoubtedly  imposed  on 
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\  a^ent,  who  most  probably  made  the  selec- 
^om  ■  mere  inspection  uf  the  map,  wuhoul 
}ual  Tiew  of  the  land.  The  loss  sustained 
'.  Dohrmao^iu  the  selection  has  been  gained 
f  United  Spates;  so  that,  on  this  ground 
Mrs.  Dohrinan  would  appear  to  have  a  fair 

lieiher  the  ^Jonaiion  made  to  Mr.  Dohrman, 
jiad  been  realized  to  its  full  amount,  was  an 
ite  compeusation.  you  will  be  better  able  to 
on   a  vie\H  of  the  documents  accompany- 
^e  petition.     I   must  confess  that,  to  me,  it 
_,s  appeared  t  very  inadequate  return  for  ser- 
vwe^>o  disinteresied.  and  so  far  transcending  the 
coinmoa  limits  o?  benevolence.     The  grant  was 
mad^Jin  the  yea,-  17S7.     At  that  time  the  country 
not  tiiog  settled,  the  land  would  not  have  sold  for 
fifty  ItfDis  per  acre.     If,  as  I  believe  ti  wa.s.  the 
eiptriiiture  was  made  more  than  eight  years  be- 
fore •iflt  time,  the  land,  at  the  time  of  the  grant, 
wou^  not  have  bold  for  the  interest  of  the  sum 
actu^ly  advanced  by  Mr.  Dohrman.  and  acknow- 
ledg.*j  by  Congress  to  be  justly  due.     It  will  be 
recolji'cted  that  ibae  adjoining  lands  were  not  of- 
ferei^or  sale  for  thirteen  years  afterwards,  viz  : 
in  lit),  when   tfj^s  office  opened,  and  few  sales 
were •uade  so  fa/  west  as  Mr.  Dohrman's  town- 
ship ^r  several  years  after  that  period.     It  is  pro- 
babliv  therefore,  {hat  no  sale  could  have  been  ef- 
fecte'^  prior  to  \iOQ ;  and  I  am  convinced  that 
oeiib|r.at  that  time,  nor  at  any  period  since  the 
grao^^ould  the, township  granted  to  Mr.  Dohr- 
man^^ve  been  sold  for  the  interest  which  would 
at  ilia^  «rae  period  have  been  due  on  the  sum  ei- 
penct^fi.by  him,  \i  I  am  correct  as  to  the  date  of 
ibaii^penditurej     I  do  not  believe  it  would  now 
sell  tii/Jialf  ihat.amount,  and  I  am  well  assured 
that  ♦^tiid  not,  iii  Jact,  produce  half  that  amount 
to  Mv,  ^ohrman: 

Oi;;tvery  view.  then,  that  I  can  take  of  the 
sufcp*f,|t.j  considered  merely  as  a  money  transac- 
tion, ijpJ  compenpaijon  appears  to  have  been  very 
inade|i«ate.  Bu.'.  on  this  occasion,  a  is  to  be 
hopt"t|rjiatagreat.and  generous  people  will  not 
confiiy  ;iheraselve.<«  to  a  mere  counting-house  cent 
and   tCiiie  calculation   of   debit    and  credit.     By 

ire  the  benevolence  of 
.  .  r  — r  " ch  generous  disinterest- 
ed hti^Jiiuity  as  Mr.  Dohrman  evinced  towards 
our  it^lVring  countrymen  I  By  what  rule  can  you 
estiuu,!*  the  wounded  sensibilities  of  a  generous, 
and  cAiliivated  mind,  reduced  from  affluence,  from 
havii^  ;ihe  power,  of  dispensing  bounty  and  re- 
lievit.y  distress,  to  a  state  of  dependence  and 
wanti,-so  need,  thuugh  he  disdained  to  ask.  that 
chant*; which  he  had.  in  better  days,  been  so 
prom^.jf'to  bestow.     . 

M^U^ohrman.Uir,  died  two  doors  from  me,  lite- 
rallyJbi-a  broken  heart,  without  one  ray  of  hope, 
as  to-tfis  world,  to  cheer  the  gloom,  but  what 
aroseitrfm  the  ex[>ectation  that  this  his  adopted 
coun-ty.-  wh(fte  fniend  he  had  been  in  her  peril 
and  dsiwres.s,  wouJu  not.  in  her  day  ol  prosperity. 
abandf.Q  his  now  helpless  family. 

I  iDilt^ge  ihe  hop*  that  Mrs.  Dohrman's  petition 
will  myjt  a  favoratle  reception  ;  and  that  we  may 


not  see  in  our  streets,  earning  a  scanty  suheist- 
ence  by  the  labor  of  their  hands,  friendless  and 
uneducated,  the  children  of  this  early  and  warm 
friend  of  our  country,  whose  heart,  whose  house, 
and  whose  purse  were  so  promptly  and  kindly 
opened  to  our  distressed  and  suflfering  couniry- 
raen.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir 
your  obedient  servant,  * 

DAVID  HOGG. 
P.  S.  I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  this,  or 
the  substance  of  it  to  Mr.  Morrow.     I  would  have 
written  to  him  also,  but  that  I  have  not  the  plea- 
sure of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him. 

rr         T,  D.  H. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Rcogles. 

fVashington  City. 


«.vuu,y  ;iiicraseive.<«  to  a  mer 
and  ^liie  calculation  of  d 
whaiic^le  can  yo'i  measui 
heart  fi,at  prompied  to  such 
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PiTTaBURo,  Jan.  13,  1817. 
Dear  Sir  :  A  petition  will  be  presented  to  Con- 
gress this  session  by  ihe  widow  and  children  of 
Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  stating  their  present  dis- 
tressed condition,  and  praying  relief  in  some  shape 
from  Congress. 

Mr.  Dohrman's  meritorious  claims  were  con- 
sidered and  settled  by  the  old  Congress  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1787,  as  appears  by  the  Journals 
ot  that  date.  You  were  then  a  member,  and 
may  recollect  Mr.  Dohrman,  who  lived  long  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  where  his  dwelling  was 
twice  destroyed  by  fire.  Owing  to  these  and 
other  misfortunes,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon 
mercantile  pursuits  ;  and.  as  a  last  resource,  he 
removed  to  the  Western  country,  in  the  hope  that 
he  might  derive  subsistence  for  his  family  from 
the  township  allotted  to  him  in  the  seven  ranges 
by  the  resolution  of  Congress.  Antecedent  to 
his  removal  hither,  he  was  obliged  to  mortgage 
his  township  to  some  of  his  creditors  in  New 
York,  and  this  disabled  him  from  making  the  best 
of  it  by  subdivision  or  improvement. 

He  was  in  deplorable  embarrassment  when  he 
reached  this  place,  and,  on  examination,  I  found 
that   he   had    unfortunately  selected  one  of   the 
worst   townships   in  all  the  ranges,  having  been 
misled    by  the  information  of  a    surveyor   who 
traced  two  outlines  of  it,  where  the  land  happen- 
ed to  be  good,  but  who  never  had  examined  the 
land   of  the   interior.     Indeed,  at  that   time  the 
country  was  little  known  even  to  the  surveyors, 
who    were  obliged    to  employ  guards  to  protect 
them  against  the  savages,  while  ihey  marked  the 
boundaries  of  the  townsnips.  without  exploring 
any  of  the  lands  further  than  this  operation   re- 
quired.    The  whole  of  his  township  is  hilly,  bro- 
ken with  gullies,  remote  from  settlement  or  im- 
provement, and  would  not  now  command  $10,000 
at  a  public  sale  ;  whereas,  had   he  been  well  in- 
formed, he  might  have  taken  one  that  would  now 
produce  §100,000.     He  did,  however,  accept  what 
was  ofiered,  on   the  best  advice  he  could  obtain, 
because  he  could  get  nothing  else  from  Congrehs, 
who  were  destitute  of  funds  to  reimburse  his  ad- 
vances.    He  accepted  it,  believing  that  he  was 
taking  the  best  land,  which  Congress  evidently 
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intended  should   be   the  best,  but  which  by  mis- 
take happened  to  be  among  the  worst. 

He  removed  from  this  place  to  Steubenville. 
that  he  might  live  at  less  expense,  and  be  nearer 
to  his  lands.  His  large  family  (chiefly  females) 
was  managed  and  sustained  with  an  economy 
and  frugality  beyond  anything  I  ever  witnessed; 
yet  in  the  end  his  avails  from  the  lands  were  ex- 
bausied,  and  all  credit  at  an  end.  although  his 
situation  was  among  the  best  he  could  have  cho- 
sen ;  for  the  society  in  which  he  had  become  res- 
ident were  kind  and  liberal  to  him,  and  have  con- 
tinued their  beneficence  to  his  helpless  family. 

A^  he  had  numerous  documents  and  letter? 
showing  the  high  opinion  entertained  of  him  by 
many  in  the  old  Government  who  are  still  living 
and  in  public  stations,  he  was  advised  to  go  in 
person  to  the  City  of  Washington,  and  make  his 
condition  known,  in  the  hope  that  as  he,  in  the 
days  of  his  prosperity  and  our  distress,  had  never 
permitted  one  of  our  captive  seamen  to  suffer,  but 
his  house  had  been  their  hospital  and  their  home, 
we,  in  our  turn,  would  extend  to  him  a  helping 
hand,  to  redeem  hira  from  the  calamities  that  had 
overwhelmed  him.  He  prepared  to  take  this  jour- 
ney, and  was  furnished  with  means  for  his  ex- 
penses, but  he  sickened  and  died  before  the  season 
allotted  for  leaving  home. 

Although  he  did  not  live  to  solicit  relief  yet  it 
is  earnestly  hoped  that  his  family  may  not  be  for- 
gotten. Provision  may  be  made  for  them  with- 
out furnishing  any  dangerous  precedent.  Their 
case  IS  such  as  can  have  no  parallel.  Lands  of- 
fered and  accepted,  the  value  of  which  was  un- 
known and  could  not  be  ascertained  on  account 
of  danger  from  a  public  enemy;  bad  land  taken, 
where  good  land  was  intended  by  Congress,  the 
grantee  a  stranger,  never  in  the  Western  country; 
his  services  great,  his  subsequent  misfortunes,  the 
helpless  state  of  his  family — all  combine  to  justify 
an  indemnity  for  this  mistake,  either  in  money, 
or.  what  would  appear  more  specific,  a  grant  of 
land  to  trustees,  with  power  to  sell  on  such  cred- 
its, in  such  portions,  and  by  sach  subdivisions  as 
they  may  think  advisable,  for  the  support  of  the 
family  and  education  of  the  children ;  the  accounts 
of  the  trustees  to  be  submitted  to  the  court  of 
Jefferson  county.  Ohio,  and  approved  by  them  ; 
the  court  to  have  full  power  to  fill  up  vacancies 
occasioned  by  death  of  trustees,  &c.,  and  to  com- 
pel a  faithful  execution  of  the  trust  as  in  other 
cases. 

I  am  persuaded  you  will  cheerfully  co-operate 
in  promoting  any  proper  measure  for  the  attain- 
ment of  relief  for  this  truly  wretched  family,  now 
dependent  altogether  on  the  liberality  of  our 
country  ;  and,  i(  vou  see  no  fatal  objection  to  their 
claim,  let  me  ask  for  them  not  only  your  good 
offices  in  explaining  their  case  to  the  Senate,  but 
Ibat  you  would  also  take  the  trouble  of  comrauni- 
calmg  to  Mr.  Hopkinson  and  Mr.  J.  Wilson  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  all  that  you  may 
deem  useful  towards  forwarding  the  measures 
that  may  be  adopted  for  their  benefit;  they  will, 
I  am  sure,  be  ready  to  assist  in  all  that  ought  to 
be  granted. 


Having  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  Mr.  Dohr- 
man's affairs,  ever  since  he  came  to  the  Western 
country.  I  can  sneak  with  certainty  of  the  correct- 
ness of  all  that  1  have  stated  ;  and  I  will  only  add, 
that  I  have  never  known  a  family  more  forlorn 
and  helpless,  without  any  blame  upon  their  own 
management  of  the  means  in  their  hands. 

I  have  entreated  your  assistance  in  this  chari- 
table business  the  more  readily  as  it  affords  me  the 
opportunity  of  presenting  myself  again  to  your 
recollection,  as  well  as  of  assuring  you  that  I  re- 
main with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  dear 
sir,  your  faithful  friend,  and  most  obedient  .ser- 
''■nt-  JAMES  ROSS. 

Hon.  RcFUs  King. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  deceased. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hep- 
reaentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is, 
^ranted  to  Rachael  Dohrman,  widow  of  Arnold 
Henry  Dohrman,  late  of  Steubenville,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  deceased,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars,  annually,  during  her  life,  payable  quar- 
terly from  and  after  the  31st  day  of  December. 
1816.  ' 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be.  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  each  of  the  minor 
children  of  the  said  Dohrman,  until  they  shall 
respectively  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  payable 
quarterly  from  and  after  the  31sl  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1816  ;  the  said  grants  to  the  said  minor  chil- 
dren shall  be  received  and  applied  for  their  sup- 
port and  education,  and  shall  be  accounted  for  in 
conformity  to  the  laws  that  now  are,  or  hereafter 
may  be  in  force  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  providing 
for  the  management  of  the  estates  of  orphans. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the 
grarits  herein  made  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
eys in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


LOSSES  SUSTAINED   DURING   THE    REVO- 
LUTION. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  31,  1817.] 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion in  behalf  of  the  represt- ntatives  of  Francis 
Cazeau,  reported  : 

That  the  claim  is  founded  on  losses  sustained 
during  the  American  Revolution;  and  as  the 
history  of  the  circumstances  are  considered  ne- 
cessary to  a  right  understanding  of  the  merits  of 
the  case,  the  committee  offer  this  as  an  apology 
for  the  report  being  more  than  usually  long. 

Francis  Cazeau.  a  native  of  France,  and  late  a 
merchant  at  Montreal,  served  in  the  war  of  1756 
in  Canada,  under  Generals  Montcalm,  De  Levi, 
and  De  Lusignan,  and  returned  to  F'rance  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1763,  where  he  was  pre- 
sented to,  and  had  several  conferences  with.  Mon- 
sieur  de   Choiseul.   then    Minister   for   Foreign 
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Aftj.rs  tt  Ventitie*,  in  which  that  Minister  gare  f  maoder  of  the  naval  forces  of  France  then  latplu 
hire;  to  undcrMand  that  France  had  yielded  lo  ,  arrived  at   Boston,  deputed   Father  Germain   .n 
nee  JM,.ty  iri  the  (ate  cession  of  Canada  to  Great  ;  ei-Jesuit,  to  present  to  Mr.  Cazeau  a  proclam » 
Br,5»'^.;.Ddwou(d  seize  the  first  opportunity  that     Hon,  m  the  name  of  the  Kin;?  of  France   to  hi, 
pre.fn.ed  of  recofej.ng  the  provinces  of  Canada,     former  subjects  in  Canada,  wuh  a  request  that  he 
^"HT^'T-  ""^  N^^'«"°dland  ;  that  with  this     would  give  it  publicity,  and  informed  him  «*  the 
vievj  file  MinisltM  encouraged  the  said  Cazeau  to  !  same  time  that  his  conduct  had  received  The  full 
retiJr.  to  his  usual    residence  and    commercial  ,  est  approbation  of  the  French  Mmisirv  •   and  r.^" 
purvj.ts  at    Montreal,   in   order    that    he    might  j  peated    to   Mr.   Cazeau    the   assurance    that    t'h'j 
serU^nd  promote  the  French  cau,e  and  interest    cause  of  the  United   States  and   France  wa,  ihl 
m  t^^said  provinces,  by  keeping  up  the  attach-    same ;  and  that  the  King  of  France  would  £uar 
raett^-f  the  Canadians  to  their  late  Sovereign,    anty  any  claims  he  might  have  upon  the  UnuVd 


the  ^\ing  of  Fraace.  and  by  preserving  a  good 
and.*KtaniJiog  w«h  the  different  Indian  tribes, 
Socitafter  this,  Mr.  Cazeau  returned  to  Montreal, 
wbcftr  he  extensively  carried  into  effect  the 
wi8>jjsjof  Monsieijr  de  Choiseul. 

IH'tfie  year  1774,  after  some  disturbance  had 
takei;  i^lace  in  Boston,  Mr.   Cazeau   received  a 
mesii^  from  M.  Je  Vergennes.  French  Minister 
for  i-'pjeign  Affairs,  by  the  hands  of  two  raessen- 
ger««*patched  to  him  at  Montreal  for  that  pur- 
posej  The  object  of  this  mission  was  to  renew 
the  Inquest  and   instructions  before  given  by  M 
de  Cijotseul,  and   lo  solicit  Mr.  Cazeau's  aid  in 
heha.f  of  the  Amtrican  revolutionists;  assuring 
him  Jhat  the   cause   of  the    revolutionists    was 
unin^  with  that  of  France,  and  would  speedily 
receri^  her  vigorous  and  cordial  support.     That, 
in  ihqjVear  1775,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Walker,' 
auihs^jed  by  Ccjngress,  then  sifting  in  Philadel' 
phi8,.;^*livered  i4ib  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cazeau  a 
letteK*d.Jdressed   ^o  the  people  of  Canada    by  the 
American   Congress j  and    the  said    Walker  re- 
que^tid^Mr.  Caz^a»u  to  give  this  letter  a  speedy 
and  c^insive  ciriri^latioa  in  Canada,  to  promote 
the  C3TiJe  which  C^'ngress  had  undertaken. 

/,i!r  *t/°''"^'"j^^°^^'^^"  °^  »he  same  year 
(177oJ  Sdward  Af:.till,  afterwards  colonel  of  the 
Can»i,iin  regimei^t  commanded  by  General  Ha- 
zen,  (Agivered  to  Mr.  Cazeau  the  original  of  an- 
other^Jeiter  addr*<sied  by  General  Washin«Ttoii 
Ibeo  ;<t>mmander-(n-chief  of  the  American  forces' 
to  thc':^ople  of  t|ie  province  of  Canada,  which 
v^olOb^rjAniill  requested  him  to  circulate  in  like 

In  f^  beginning  of  the  year  1776.  Mr.  Cazeau 
receiv>ld»a  third  letter  addressed  to  the  people  of 
Caoa^|,-by  the  American  Congress,  for  the  pur- 
pose o;jt)eing  circuited  in  the  same  manner  as 
before,  y  «vhich  three  letters  were  all  distributed 
and  n,;4e  public  Ly  Mr.  Cazeau  as  requested  and 
it  IS  Latf vfd  were  productive  of  much  good.  It 
wa,  a^ij.Q  Noverwber,  1775  that  Generals  Mont- 
gi.mer;-,ud  Woo.ter,  a  few  Uavs  after  entering 
Montiy,,  applied  la  and  solicited  Mr.  Cazeau,  in 
the  sinVugesi  and  most  pressing  manner,  m  the 
name  ;,^ij  by  the  express  authority  of  the  Ameri 


ranP'-t-  .         . 1 7  ^.  .^^  ,r»,uci i-    — > "v.^  «.  iwi .  v^a^ciu.  ue  airenLMUened  the  Darn- 


states,  in  consequence  of  .-ervices  rendered,  or  for 
those  that  he  might  hereafter  perform. 

Mr.  Cazeau,  though  transferred  with  his  prop- 
erty at  .Montreal,  by  the  peace  of  1763,  to  the 
British  crown,  still  retained  all  his  attachmenu 
to  his  native  country,  her  monarch,  and  her  in- 
terests;  and,  preferring  the  common  cau>e  of  the 
United  States  and  France  to  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  urged  on  to  act  by  the  united  solicita- 
tions of  both  Powers,  notwithstanding  the  splen- 
did hopes  and  rich  allurements  held  out  to  him 
by  Sir  Gay  Carleton,,  the  British  Governor  of 
Canada,  embarked  his  hie  and  fortune  in  the 
cause  of  revolted  America,  which  he  faithfully 
served  and  eminently  promoted. 

In  order  that  your  committee  may  give  a  more 
comprehensive  view  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Cazeau  has  thus  served  and  promoted  the  cause 
of  their  country,  they  beg  leave  to  make  some 
selections  from  statements  under  oath,  which 
they  pray  may  be  considered  as  part  of  their 
report. 

In   the   year  1775,  when  Mr.  Cazeau  had  dis- 
tributed abroad  the  invitation  of  Congress  to  the 
people  of  Canada,  he  made  use  of  bis  agents  in 
the  fur  trade  to  promote  dispositions  favorable  lo 
the  cause  of  America  among  a   great  number  of 
tribes  of  Indians,  with  whom  he  had  an  extensive 
commercial  intercourse;  and    he  caused  the  In- 
dians to  dussemble  with  the  British   Governor  of 
Canada,    who,    unsuspicious    of    the    siratac^em 
stripped   the  province  of  his  regular   troops  "and 
thus  facilitated  the  entry  of  Major  Brown  into 
Canada,  where  he  met  at  every  place  with  assist- 
ance and  friends,  and  took  possession  of  several 
posts. 

The  reinforcementunderGeneral  Montgomery 
expected  in  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  and  wnich' 
destitute  of  every  necessary  provision,  was  sup- 
plied by  Mr.  Cazeau,  enabled  him  to  take  passes- 
sion  of  a  flotilla  of  Carleton'j,  m  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  by  which  he  entered  Montreal  in  No- 
vember of  this  year. 

The  letter  of  General  Washington,  addressed 
to  the  Canadas,  being  circulated  by  the  emis 
saries  of  Mr.  Cazeau.  fje  strenLMtiened  the  parii- 


colooi,-^3(now  th»r  United  Slates.)  through  his 
inieieiij.aud  influroce  in  Canada,  assuring  Mr 
Cazea-jat  the  samt  time,  in  the  name  of  Con- 
gress, u^t  he  should  receive  full  and  adequate 
conipfi»5itiou  for  any  dangers,  losses,  and  inju- 
"*^  "«HWghi  incur  from  so  doin<y. 


the  irresolute,  and  by  eii^a^iug  numbers  of  the 
inhabitants  to  join  under  tlie  banners  of  Mont- 
gomery, offering,  as  an  uiducemeni.  to  luauy,  en- 
ure absolution  from  the  debts  they  owed  him.  and 
to  others  gave  such  necessary  provisions  and 
comforts  as  itieir  necessities  required.     Of  these 


^^ember,    1778,  Count  d'Esiaing,   com- 1  the  General  formed   three   bodies  of  trooi»s,  and 
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assigned  the  commands  to  Colonels  Livingston, 
Dugan,and  Hazen,  who  served  with  great  zeal 
during  the  war.  And  these  sacrifices  do  not  form 
an  item  in  the  present  claim,  as  they  never  were 
estimated  or  presented, 


Understanding  in  the  year  1780  that  the  town 
of  Q,uebec  had  not  more  ammunition  than  would 
be  equal  to  a  siege  of  ten  days,  and  that  it  was  as 
ill  furnished   with   provisions,  without  any  hope 

,,.,-:,       '^i,-—-       .  J       ,.     I  <^f*"PP'y  ^^rsoine  lime,  and  that  there  were  onir 

In  177tj.  in  addition  to  the  service  rendered  by    about  four  thousand  five  hundred  troops  dispersed 

the  circulation  of  exhortations  of  Congress  to  the  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  country  a 
people  of  Canada,  Mr.  Cazeau  procured  intelli-  !  Mr.  Kenay  was  sent  off  by  Mr  Cazeau  exDresa. 
gence  to  be  given  to  Generals  Wooster  and  Ar-  1  to  give  this  intelligence  to  Congress  ;  but  unfor. 
nold  which  disconcerted  the  plans  of  General  i  innately,  being  imprudent  in  the  sefeciion  of  hi« 
Carleton  when  he  considered  the  success  of  his  guide,  they  were  discovered,  and  this  deleciioo 
troops  most  certain  ;  and.  during  the  blockade  of  caused  the  imprisonment  of  Mr  Cazeau  who 
duebec,  Beaujeu.  the  emi<sary  of  General  Carle-  still  intent  upon  his  object,  though  in  prison  'found 
ton,  was  prevented,  by  the  interference  of  Mr.  |  means  lo  send  off  one  My  nor,  another  exoress  to 
Cazeau  frornrecruitmg  at  Montreal  and  other  ;  carry  a  duplicate  to  Congress  of  the  same  intelli- 
places,  by  which  the  blockade  was  continued  till  gence  ihat  had  been  confided  to  Kenay  •  but  the 
the  Spring,  when  eight  thousand  troops,  under  treachery  of  Arnold  rendered  abortive  almost 
the  command  ol  General  Burgoyne,  came  lo  their  \  every  plan  that  could  be  devised 
relief,  and  the  capture  of  the  post  of  Cedars  by  Though  confined  m  prison  for'nearly  two  years 
the  American  troops  was  facilitated  through  the  and  a  half,  the  devotion  of  Mr  Cazeau  to  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Ca^au.  who  prevented  the  in-  cause  of  America  was  not  lessened  :  and  the  re 
habitants  of  the  province  from  joining  Captain  [  sources  of  his  intelligent  mind  were  perpeiuallr 
,°'%„  ^  J  .,     ^  I  <""''Q'=ibing  aid  even   in  this  siiuaiion.     Durini 

In  177.  new  offers  were  made  to  Mr.  Cazeau  the  period  of  imprisonment,  he  gained  o*er  tS 
by  General  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  win  him  over  to  i  his  interest  the  spies  of  ihe  Brill^h  Governor  and 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  which  he  again  re- |  obtained  from  them  every  message  thev  were 
fused,  and  retaliated  on  the  General  by  gaming  charged  with  ;  and  he  procured  the  escape  of  nu- 
over  the  emissaries  and  spies  of  the  British  pariy.  ,  merous  prisoners  (both  French  and  Americans) 
by  mean,  of  whom  he  unravelled  ihe  plans  of  '  ai  different  intervals  of  lime,  by  whom  tie  for- 
their  campaign,  and  Irustraied  the  contemplated  !  warded  lo  Congress,  or  to  the  American  com 
junction  of  the  two  armies  of  Clinton  and  Bur-  |  manders,  whatever  important  iniellieence  he  oro- 
goyiie.     He  contrived  that  the  Americans  should    cured  from  the  British  spies 

have  intelligence  twenty-four  hours  before  the  ,  Informed  that  a  body  of  troops  was  forming  at 
British  of  every  order  with  which  their  procured  '  Albany  under  the  command  of  the  Marouis  de 
eml^sarles  should  be  charged;  and  by  this  means  1  Lafayette,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  Cana- 
Colonels  Solinger  and  Sir  John  Johnson  were  da,  though  still  confined  to  his  prison  Mr  Cazeau 
routed  on  Lake  Oniario— an  event  which  led  the  arranged  a  plan,  with  the  before-named  British 
way  lor  the  celebrated  victory  of  General  Gales  officer  who  had  undertaken  lo  surrender  Fort 
at  Saratoga,  thai  gave  so  decided  a  character  to  Sorrel,  to  put  the  British  forces  between  two 
the  hopes  of  the  Revolution.  fires,  and  to  surrender  their  General  in  case  of  a 

It    wa5    owing    to    the    fortunate    intelligence    general    ac:iou;  and  also  to   deliver    up    m   the 
given  in  1778  by  Mr.  Cazeau  to  Generals  Schuy-    night  one  of  the  gates  of  auebec  if  anv  Ampri 

ler  and  ,   thai  the  capture  of  General   Ro     --"  '       "  ■ 

chambeau  in   Rhode  Island,  with  four  ihou'^and 
five    hundred    men,   was   prevented,   as   Admiral 


can  troops  should  present  themselves  before  it. 
Worn  out  wah  expectation,  and  disappointed 

7,-    I   ■■--  t-y--':i  -'  ""'"'-ai    10  every   scheme    to    procure   the   admusion  of 

Howe  was  upon   ihe  point  of  landing  ten   thou-    troops  into  Canada,  Mr.  Cazeau   made  another 
sand  iroop.s,  by  whom  they  would  have  been  sur-    and  last  ai;empt,  through  Mr.   Rey    fa  French 

rounded;  and    the   surrender  of  Fort    Sorrel   to    -fl^—  "»  "-* i-       ._   .°     .    .      ^     "   ^ 

the  troops  of  Congress,  which  had  been  negotia- 
ted between  hirn  and  a  British  officer  of  distinc- 
tion, would  have  been  effected,  if  an  American 
officer  had  arrived  at  the  time  appointed. 

In  the  year  1779,  entertaining  siill  the  hope 
that  the  promised  American  lroop>  would  arrive 
Mr.  Cdzeau  renewed  his  plans  again-i  Fort  Sor- 
rel, and,  in  concert  wiili  the  Briiish  officer  before 
mentioned,  he  sent  off  in  July  an  Annoyi.ie  In- 
dian with  a  letter  containing  the  necessary  infor- 
mation as  to  the  siaie  of  things,  and  reques(m<» 
troops  to  be  immediately  de>paiched  inio  Cana- 
da. The  failure  in  ihe  execution  of  ihis  pUn, 
and  the  loss  of  ihis  most  favorable  o|iporiuiiiiy  of 
aiding  the  cause  of  America,  can.  in  ihe  opinion 
of  Mr.  Cnzeau,  be  only  ascribed  to  the  di-.aff.c- 
tion  of  General  Arnold,  of  which  at  thai  time  he 
was  wholly  unconscious. 


officer,)  whom  he    deputed    lo  Congress  for  that 
purpose,  and,  though  still  unsuccessful,  he  bad 
the  satisfaction   to   learn  that  there  was  a  coinci- 
dence of  plan   between  him  and  General  Wash- 
ington, inasmuch  as  the  General  had,  with  equal 
earnesiness,  though  wiih  similar  want  of  success 
solicited  both  Congre-s  and  the  French  Minister 
that  the   troops  coajriianded   by  Count  Rocham- 
beau  should  be  sent   into   Canada.     Reduced   to 
the  last  extremity,  and   finding  thai  hi.-  presence 
in  Canada  could  no   long>  r,  under  existing  pros- 
pects, be  Useful  lo  the  common  cause  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  France,   .\lr.  Cazeau  eff.-cted  hib 
escape  from  prison,  and   took    with   him   his  son, 
Colonel    Gordon,    and  six   other    prisoners,  and' 
made  his  way  into  the  United  States. 

During  tlie  period  of  his  caplivily,  from  15ih 
April,  1780,  to  23J  August,  1782,  Mr.  Cazeau  was 
euiiueuily  serviceable,  boih  by  ihe  correspondence 
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wi^-h  he  carrifti  on.  as  well  as  by  effecting  the 
PH'ti't  of  American  and  French  prisoners,  which 
h«]|l(d  10  the  aniount  of  more  than  150  persons, 
a  tyM  portion  t.f  whom  were  officers,  and  for 
'J.v;Ti  he  furnished  the  necessary  equipments. 
r/*(sioDs,  and  guides  to  enable  them  to  get  off"! 
JJippears  tl|aj  Mf.  Cazeau  was  appointed  to 
ihn^ank  of  colonel  by  General  Montgomery,  at 
M|J(real.  in  November,  1775.  But.  by  an  ex- 
prtVagreemetvtand  understanding  between  them. 
bij;)ame  was  dpi  in.scribed  on  the  list  of  Ameri- 
can-officers, as  that  would  have  exposed  his  safe- 
ty^^&smuch  33  jt  was  necessary  that  he  should 
liv,^;,*mong  theeflemy.  and  would  have  put  it  out 
oft^i^  power  >o  render  those  services  that  were 
ex^i^trted  Irom  {jim. 

Wpm  the  evidence  laid  before  your  committee. 
thjj  believe  thftt  Mr.  Cazeau  was  a  man  of  very 
lat,;^  fortune  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ame- 
riCH^i  Revoluii:in.  which  was  certainly  sacrificed 
in  1  Juisequence-  of  hjs  adherence  to  that  cause,  as 
wH;Ji  was  not  qotisrmed  by  him  in  the  service  of  ! 
AitlTica   was  pcntiscated  and   lost  upon  his  re-  ' 
tir;<|^  into  the  United  States.     He  escaped  with  ' 
hisw^.n  from  prKon.  and  came  into   the  United 
Si4|  V  destitute  of  everything,  reduced  from  afflu- 
enf«^o  poverty,  and  stood  before  the  American  ' 
pe*lc.  to  whose  emancipation  he  had  been  greatly 
insjiamental.  a    .suppliant   for^justice— claiming 
iro^|the  Government  a  mere  indemnity  for  pe-  , 
cu:,  Jivy  losses  incurred  at  their  instance  and  in  ' 
theiji^ehalf,  and  generously   making  them  a  gift  ' 
of  «|i»t  was  mfn^  valuable  than  money,  yiz.jliis  j 
toii*|l}is  perils, acid  his  sufferings.  ' 

'■,  ll^^i'pears,  frr)ra  evidence  of'the  most  respect- 
abUT^^nd.  that  Mr.  Cazeau  was  a  man  of  perfect 
iniP^piiv,  and  viotlhy  of  all  confidence;  and  thai 
no  4^abt  can  exi.'Jt  but  that  he  did  render  all  the 
server's  here  set  lurth. 

Nybicig  IS  betjer  calculated  to  show  the  gen- 
,erouViiiU  disinterested  sentiment  which  directed 
binij,.  espouse  the  cause  of  America,  as  well  as 
to  {j-,>e  the  im,>ortancf  of  his  influence,  than  a 
cooi.oi-ration  uli  ijie  magnificent  ufft-rs  that  were 
ma«,.jiiim  by  the  British  Governor  of  Canada  to 
drar  »iin  over  to  that  interest.  He  was  offered 
by  i4i.<'lBrm>h  Qovcnor.  in  1775,  a  grant  of  fifiy- 
iw<fr~,Juare  leagues  of  valuable  land,  containing 
by  f^«Tuaie.  abo^i  366,912  acres.  He  was  offered 
the  j^-rjieral  supalr  of  the  Brili^ti  array,  the  com- 
mai^i  jjl  such  ^  body  of  troops  as  he  could  raise, 
tog.3U4r  with  tl(e  commission  of  a  brigadier  oen- 
er«L;|od  such  .was  the  eagerness  io°  make" the 
graituhat  Mr.;Jenkin  Williams,  judge  of  the 
cou^t  ;l  commrr'n  pleas  and  register  o(  Uie  secre- 
la.^;)«p  of  Q,uebec.  had  been  caused  to  si«rn  a 
req  ^ri..  for  that  grant,  the  record  of  which'was 
acii»|iy  made  ai  fhe  oflice. 

'l^jt-  petition  of  Mr.  Cazeau  having  been  first 
pre^jiifd  to  tht;  Congress  in  17S3,  a  strong  im- 
pret|vni  appears  to  have  been  entertained  in  thai  ' 
bod, favorable  r;0'th  to  the  merits  of  the  claim 
and  ^e  worthiness  of  the  petitioner,  as  they  not 
oi|lyj>|iowed  a  disposition  to  settle  and  allow  the 
cftiiiirbut  seemtjd  to  haveeniertained  the  idea  of 
g>a»)rg  him  iheusland  of  Michilimackinac,  as 


an  additional  compensation  for  his  services.  This 
last  intention  was  frustrated  by  the  retention  of 
the  post  of  Michilimackinac  after  the  peace  of 
1783.  and  a  small  advance  of  money  was  made  as 
an  earnest  of  the  first. 

In  the  year  1784  the  subject  was  again  brought 
before  Congress,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Colonel  Monroe.  Mr.  Howell,  and  Mr.  Sherman 
made  the  following  report,  which  the  committee 
beg  may  be  received  as  a  part  of  their  report: 

By  the  U.  S.  assembled  in  Co«gre8s. 

March  18,  1784. 

Jiesolced,   That   as  the  depreciation  of  paper 

currency  (mentioned  in  Mr.  Cazeau's  memorial) 

did  notarise  from   a   voluntary  act  of  Congress, 

but  was  an  evil  forced  upon  us  by  our  exigencies' 

baih  been  injurious   to  our  own  citizens  as  well 

as  to  foreigners,  and   as  no  compensation   hath 

;  been  made  the  former   for   the   losses  they  have 

j  sustained  thereby,  the  United  States  in  Congress 

(  assembled  cannot,  with  justice,  discriminate  be- 

i  iween  them  and  any  other  class  or  description  of 

men. 

Resolved,  That  whatever  stores  or  provisions 
Mr.  Cazeau  purchased  and  collected  for  the  use 
of  the  American  Army,  by  engagement  of  the 
officer  commanding  the  detachment,  or  other  per- 
son duly  authorized  by  him  for  that  purpose 
whether  they  reached  the  detachment  or  not,  it 
so  purchased  and  collected,  they  were  destroyed, 
and  he  in  thai  degree  injured,  the  United  Stales 
are  lo  honor  and  justice  bound  strictly  to  make 
good  the  loss  he  sustained  thereby,  provided  it 
shall  not  appear,  in  me  liquidation  of  hi*  ac- 
counts, that  the  said  stores  and  provisions  were 
10  have  been  at  his  risk  until  the  delivery  thereof. 
Resolved,  That  whatever  Mr.  Cazeau  advanced 
to  expresses,  lo  give  necessary  communicaiions 
to  our  generals,  should  be  repaid  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  sale  of  his  goods  to  the  in- 
habitants of  his  province,  lo  promote  our  iniereat 
upon  cheaper  terras  than  he  might  otherwise  have 
obtained,  was  an  act  of  benevolence  noi  author- 
ized on  our  j)ari,  and  can,  therefore,  m  justice 
give  him  no  claim  for  retribution.  ' 

Resolved,  That  an  interest  o{  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  from  the  Isi  day  of  May,  1777,  be  allowed 
to  .Mr.  Cazeau  on  the  above  advances,  and  on  ihe 
amount  of  the  articles  so  purchased  and  collected. 
Resolved.  That  ihe  Superintendent  of  Finance 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  advance  to  Mr. 
Cazeau  the  sum  ol  $5,000  on  account,  and  to  or- 
der his  account  to  be  adjusted,  and  to  give  him 
certificates  for  the  payment  of  the  bdlance  at 
.such  early  and  convenient  times  as  the  finances 
of  the  Uoiied  Slates  will  admit  of. 

Resolved,  Thai,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  Mr. 
Cazeau,  his  own  lestimauy,  unuer  oath,  be  ad- 
raiiied  m  support  of  such  other  evidences  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  will  admit. 

•     C.  THOMSON,  Secretary. 

By  the  U.  S.  in  Congress  assembled, 

June  7,  1785. 
On   the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.Read,  Mr.  William- 
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son.  and   Mr.  Spaight,   to  whom   were   referred 
sundry  applications  from  Canadian  refugees — 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  Stale  of  New  York  with  the 
United  States  be  authorized  and  directed  to  ex- 
amine the  accounts  of  such  Canadian  refugees 
as  have  furnished  the  late  armies  of  these  States 
With  any  sort  of  supplies,  and  report  thereon  to 
Congress. 

That  the  said  commissioners  cause  the  forego- 
ing resolution  to  be  published  in  Canada,  and  in 
such  of  the  States  in  the  Union  as  he  may  judge 
proper,  to  the  end  that  such  Canadian  refugees 
may  be  duly  informed  thereof. 

CHARLES  THOMSON. 


Copy  of  the  account  of  the    Ist  of  November,  1783, 

given  to  Congas. 
T%€  United  States  of  America  in  account  cur 


Maj. 


1778.  Aug. 


rent  with  Prancis  Cazeau, 

1777.  March.  For  8,000  (minoto)  bu«heJ« 

of  wheat,  at  $1  a  bushel, 

as  It  appears  by  certificate 

numbered         -         .         . 

Expenses  and  commiiBion  - 

For  thre**   boatij  loaded  with 

wine,  brandy,  cheese,  tea, 

shoes,  haw,   including:  the 

boat*,  an  appears  by  certi- 

ticates      -         .         .         . 

Eipense*  and  commission  - 

For  the  hire  of  an  Indian, 
called  Jean  liapliate,  sent 
to  Ueneral  Schuyler,  the 
same  express  having  been 
sent  by  the  General  to  the 
honorable  Congress 

For  the  hire  of  an  Indian 
Annoyote,  sent  to  General 
Schuyler,  who  sent  him 
back  to  Congress 

Paid  to  Mr.  Kenay  and  to 
hii  guide,  called  Trudelle 

For  an  express  sent  by 
.Mr.  Rey   -  -  $48 

For  money  paid  lo  him 
by  Rey  at  his  depar- 
ture -         -         -     16 

Paid  to  his  guide  -       8 


Dr. 


$8,000  00 
2,633  30 


4,000  00 
1,404  43 


1779.  July. 

1780.  Feb. 
Oct. 


72  00 


58  00 
74  60 


72  00 


,  16,3)4  45 

Interest  at  six  per  cent,  for  su  yean  and  a 

*»*'f 6,.357  25 


Total    -         -  $22,671  70 

1783.  Feb.  Received  in  cash  on 
account,  upon  the  order  of 
the  honorable  Congress        -  $1,000  00 

Interest  from  the  Glh  February 

lo  Glh  November         -  .  45  00 

Error  in  the  calculation  of  in- 
terest on  the  suras  advanced 
to  express    ....  26  08 


Balance  due  to  Francis  Cazeau 


14Ui  Con.  2d  Ses3.— 40 


1,071  08 
•    21,600  62 

$22,671  70 


Copy  of  the  affirmation  of  Mr.  Cazeau. 

Albany,  July  24,  1785. 
I,  Francis  Cazeau.  do  swear  solemnly  that,  ia 
the  year  177C,  I  m.ide  a  verbal  agreement  with 
General    Arnold,   commanding    the    American 
troops  in  Canada,  to  furnish  to  said  troops  certain 
articles  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  for  which 
the  current  prices  in   said   province  were  to   be 
paid  to  me,  together  with  all  the  expenses  attend- 
ing the  collection  of  them   in  convenient  depo- 
siies.  aud  in  sending  them  to  the  Array,  besides 
a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  total  sura. 
At  the  same   lime,  General  Arnold  agreed  to  in- 
demnify nie  for  all  inevitable   losses  or  capture, 
from  the  time  the  provisions  should  be  collected' 
to  that  of  their  delivery  ;  that,  conformably  to  the 
said  agreement,  a  quantity  was  collected  by  my 
direction,  of  which  the  wheat,  mentioned  in  the 
first  article  of  the  account,  was  entirely  destroyed 
and  lost;  that  the  provisions  of  the  second  arti- 
cle, having  been  procured  and  sent  in  the  same 
manner,  have   been   plundered  and   entirely  de- 
stroyed, with  the  boats;  and  that  the  prices  and 
expenses  set  in  the  present  account  are  not  above 
those  current  at  that  time  and  place.     I  declare, 
besides,  that   the  account   passed  in   conformity 
with  ihe  agreement  is  just,  without  fraud  towards 
the  United  Stales;  and  that  I  have  not  received 
either    payment  or    compensation    but    what    is 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  present  account. 

FRANCIS  CAZEAU. 
WM.  BARBER,  Commistioner,  f  c. 

Revisal  of  the  above  account  by  William  Barber, 
Commissioner  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  21th  June,  1785. 

•"^     — -^  Alba.nv,  7M/y  27.  1785. 

Sir:  The  United  States  in  Congress,  by  their 
resolve  of  the  27th  June  last,  hare  been  pleased  to 
give  me  the  power  of  examining  the  accounts  of 
those  Canadian  refugees  who  have  furnished  the 
armies  of  these   Slates  with   provisions    of  any 
kind,  and  to  make  report  to  Congress.     I  have  ex- 
amined  the  claim  of  Mr.  Francis  Cazeau,  and 
have  the  honor,  through  your  Excellency,  to  re- 
port that,  as  Congress,  by  a  resolve  of  the  18th 
March,  1784,   thought   proper  to  order  that  Mr. 
Cazeau's  own   testimony,  under  oath,  should  be 
allowed  in  support  of  all  other  evidences  which 
the  circumstances   of  his  case  required,  I  have 
therefore  taken  it.  (such  as  is  annexed  to  this,)  by 
which   It  would  appear  that,   by  an  agreement 
entered   into  between  Mr.  Cazeau  and  General 
Arnold,  all   provisions  and  munitions  furnished 
by  virtue  of  the  said  agreement  were  to  be  at  the 
risk  of  the  United  States  up  to  the  delivery  ;  and, 
by    other    concurrent    testimony,    the    quantity 
charged  in  his  account  was  bona  fide  procured 
with  the  intention  of  aiding  our  army;  and  that 
the  said   provisions  and  munitions  were  inevit- 
ably  lost  and    destroyed    before    they    were    de- 
manded and  had  arrived  lo  our  troops. 

It  would  appear,  also,  as  well  by  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Cazeau,  as  by  a  comparison  of  the  price 
of  wheat  in  those  Stales,  that  the  prices  charged 
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^Ve  not  abovf  the   prices  current  at  that  time 


iferefore,  conformably  to  the  last  act  of  Congress 
^l^ove  mentiooed,  which  has  laid  down  the  prin- 
ciples by  whiffh  the  present  account  is  to  be  gov-    . .._  „^ . 

(^ned,  it  wouPd  clearly  appear,  and  I  am  entirely  |  seemed   in   some  measure 
,^  the  opiniop,   that  the  sums  charged  for  the  j  arbitration.     But  after    ha 


granted  by  national  munificence,  had  rendered 
me  extrtmeiy  moderate  and  reserved  lo  all  my 
demands  relative  to  the  determined  objects  of  my 
account,  and  a'  ' 


it-tieat,   the  tliree  boats,  the   provisions,  and  ad- 

,'j^nces   to  gain   intelligence,  are  just ;   that  the 

jlinited   Staieb  owe   to   Mr.  Cazeau  the  sum  of 

SP.OOO  on  account  of  the  first  article,  and  $4,000 

account  oi*  the  second;  and  that  the  United 

hates  owe  also  to   Mr,   Cazeau,  for   advances 

iade  at  diflferent  times  to  procure  intelligence, 

lie  sura  of  S276  64,  and  for  advances  made  for 

t})e  use  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States.     As 

M  that  which  relates  to  the  expense  of  transpor- 

iij|tion  of  the  aforesaid  provisions,  and  the  cora- 

)a|ission  on  the  purchase,  although  it  appears,  by 

j*e  testimony  of  Mr.  Cazeau,  that  these  allow- 

•j^jces  should  be  made,  yet  I  presume  that  a  spe- 

^al  act  of  Congress  is  necessary  to  confirm  this 

•jrt  of  the  agreement  before  any  sum  be  placed 

%>  his  credit  on  that  account.     I  am,  at  the  same 

?;ine,  of  the  opinion  that  the  ordinary  commis 


so  m  the  severa 

to   be  left 
viog   been 


valuations,  which 
to  mv  own 
kepi  until 
this  day  in  vain  expectation  of  the  justice  that 
was  promised;  after  having  worn  out  the  rest  of 
my  life  by  twenty-four  years  of  fruitless  solicita- 
tion, attended  with  continual  fatigue.  sorrow,and 
the  deepest  misery,  since  a  great  nation  has  en- 
joyed that  happy  state  of  independence  which  ray 
eminent  services  have  contributed  to  establish; 
reduced  as  I  am  now,  bordering  upon  my  grave, 
to  invoke  only  a  strict  and  impartial  justice, 
which,  although  I  may  never  enjoy  the  effect  of 
it,  my  creditor,'*,  my  benefactors,  and  my  children 
may  partake  in,  I  cannot  dispense  with  stating 
each  particular  object  of  my  loss  at  its  fair  value 
at  the  time  when  I  was  dispossessed  of  my 
property." 

Mr.  J.  B.  Stuart,  the  authorized  petitioner  in 
behalf  of  the  familv  of  Mr.  Cazeau,  and  his  as- 
signee, was  in  London  in  March  last,  (1816.)  in 


•yvn  ought  at  least  to  be  allowed  to  Mr.  Cazeau  on    quality  of  Chancellor  of  the  United  States  Con 

i(lt«amniinr/->rhioniirnk_....-     .« .i. ;.i._ ...I~.„     _.      .l._.     ..I i i-  i     ■ 


rjie  amount  of  his  purchases,  together  with  a  com 
to»nsation  for  the  extraordinary  expenses  which 

":f?  ^^^.  '°  '"<^<""  '"  procuring  and  forwarding  the 

•  provisions,  as  well  as  the  expenses  which  he  has 
^icurred  in  obtaining  a  settlement  of  his  account. 
i  I  am  your  Excellency's  very  obedient  servant 
?  WILLIAM  BAKBER. 

:#  Commissioner  of  Accounts,  S.  Y. 

J ,  His  Exc'y  the  President  of  Congress. 

^  The  amount  thus  settled  on  account,  by  order 
^,f  Congress,  falling  far  short  of  what  Mr.  Cazeau 
q^ught  he  had  a  right  to  claim,  as  he  entered 
i5,lo  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the  be- 
4J|uining  of  the  Revolution  with  an  estate  worth 
--pre  than  ihtee  hundred  and  filly  ihousand  dol- 
Js,  and  came  out  of  the  war  in  penury  and  dis- 
^jss,  he  declioed  accepting  the  amount  liquidated 
ly  Mr.  Barb«;r,  Commissioner  of  Accounts  for 
pi  Slate  of  New  York,  not  understanding  the 
^me  to  be  on  account,  but  in  lieu  and  in  full 
^lisfactioo  of  his  more  ample  claim. 
^  Emboldened  as  be  was  to  risk  everything,  by 


sulate  at  that  place,  when  his  claim  was  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Adams,  the  American  Minister  at 
that  Court,  and  who  was  at  the  same  lime  in- 
formed that  Francis  Cazeau  was  then  dead,  leav- 
ing a  wife  and  children  in  Pans  in  lolal  poverty, 
who  were  then, and  for  eighteen  years  before  had 
been,  subsisting  on  the  benevolence  and  charity 
of  a  Mr.  Corbeaux.  the  brother-in-law  of  Cazeau. 
who  was  himself  in  rather  indigent  circum- 
stances, and  to  whom  Cazeau.  m  his  lifetime,  as 
a  retribution  fur  his  generous  support  of  himself 
and  family,  had  made  an  assignment  of  part  of 
his  claim,  and  a  power  for  the  recovery  of  the 
whole;  that  Mr.  Cazeau's  advanced  stage  of  life 
(being  upwards  of  ninety  years  of  age  when  he 
died)  prevented  him  from  crossing  the  Atlantic 
to  prosecute  the  claim. 

Mr.  Adams  referred  the  business  to  the  Con- 
sul, for  him  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  some  tit 
person,  lo  be  presented  to  Congress;  and  the  pe- 
titioner was  selected  as  that  agent. 

This  claim  has  been  revived,  from  lime  to  lime, 
as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  Mr.  Cazeau  to 


^t  solicitations  of  the  American  Congress,  who,  |  revive  it,  as  your  committee  are  induced  lo  be- 
J)geiher  wiih  the  Government  of  France,  were  lieve  that  it  has  been  regularly  presented  to  the 
jlledged   to   the   amount  of  whatever   losses    he'  "  '  •'  i - 

;J^ughl  sustaia;  and  buoyed  up  for  a  time  by  the 
Jlatlering  pra^pecis  that  were  presented  to  him. 
■'^eforethe  fervor  of  gratitude  for  his  aid  had  sub- 


■/ided,  It   IS    qot  wonderful   thai,  when    wearied 
■     ijhe   pursuit  of  his  just  claim,  and 


town   with 


^uking  with  jdespair,  he  should  have  given  ex 
jjression  to  his  feelings  in  the  following  pathetic 

i^yle,  viz;  '-'i'he  favorable  disposition  that  was 
ahown  towards  me  at  that  period  (1783)  by  the 

V.<?gislaiure  of  the  United  States,  and  the  liberal 
;4J>ncessions  cf  land  which  were  announced  by 
y-veral*  members  of  Congress  as  being  intended 
.«>  be  made  tame  as  an  indemnity  spontaneously 

I  'Mr.JcfferK)!!,  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Howell  Mr.  Henry. 


attention   of   every    American    Minister   at    the 
Court  of  France  since  the  Revolution. 

From  a  view  of  all  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing this  case,  and  a  thorough  and  patient  investi- 
gation of  the  vulumiouus  documents  and  memoir 
pre.sented  wiih  this  claim,  a  brief  sketch  of  which 
H  here  presented  to  the  Senate,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  Francis  Cazeau  was  a  meri- 
torious and  useful  friend  to  the  cause  of  the 
American  Revolution;  that  he  consumed  much 
of  his  properly  to  aid  the  establishment  of  our  in- 
dependence; and  thathisfirm  adherence  tolheUni- 
led  Stales  in  that  arduous  struggle  was  the  cause 
of  his  being  reduced  from  the  greatest  alBuence  lo 
the  extremesi  poverty.  They  are  further  of  opin- 
ion that  Mr.  Cazeau  was  solicited  by  the  old  Con- 
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gress,  and  by  their  authorized  agents  and  officer*, 
to  give  bis  aid  and  influence  in  their  favor,  and 
that  he  was  promised  by  the  then  ruling  powers 
of  the  country,  and  was  by  them  impressed  with 
a  full  conviction,  that  whatever  pecuniary  losses 
he  might  sustain  in  their  service  should  be  reim- 
bursed, and  that  the  Government  of  France 
guarantied  the  indemity. 

Your  committee  do  not  consider  themselves 
authorized  to  allow  the  claim  lo  the  great  extent 
in  which  it  ha.s  been  stated  bv  Mr.  Cazeau.  as 
ihey  are  not  sure  that  it  would  be  proper  to  allow 
some  of  the  items  charged;  but  ihey  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  m  their  opinion,  the 
claim  ought  to  be  allowed  to  at  least  the 
amount  sUted  by  Mr.  Barber  in  July,  1785,  un- 
der ihe  sanction  of  Congress  in  1784  and  1785, 
together  with  interest  from  that  time.  They 
therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  forty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents  to  the 
legal  represeniatives  uf  Francis  Cazeau,  laie  mer- 
chant at  Montreal,  or  to  his  assignee  or  attorney, 
or  other  person  lawfully  constituted  and  empow- 
ered lo  receive  the  same. 


8'rATEME?fT. 

March,  1777.  8,000  minotoB  (bushels)  of 
wheat     .... 

May.  Three    boaU    loaded    with 

brandy,  wme,  and  cloth- 
ing        -         -         -         . 

1778,  '79  '80.  For  advances  to  gain  intel- 
ligence ... 


IntereBt  on  $12,276  from 
1777  to  present  time  (say 
40  years)        ... 

Expen»e8    and  commis- 
■ion  charged  on  wheat 

Expenses  and  commission 
on  the  boata  loaded  with 
wine,  brandy,  and  cloth- 
ing, Ac. 


F«b^ 


1783.  Caah  received  on  above  ac- 
•  count    -         -$1,000  00 
Interest  on  same 
to  present  time 
(say  34  years)     2,040  00 


$8,000  00 

4,000  00 

276  64 

12,276  64 

29,463  60 

2,633  30 

1,404  43 

45,777  97 


3,040  00 


Balance    due    representa- 
tives of  Francis  Cazeau  -  $42,737  97 


Recapitulation  of  the  whole  claim  of  Francis  Cazeau, 

as  slated  by  himself  in  1807,  (November.) 

Government  of  ihe  United  Slates  of  America  to 

tYancis  Cazeau,  {late  merchant  at  Montreal,) 

Db. 

1st  head.   Supplies    for  the  American 
Anny  and  other  expenses  included 


in  an  account  settled  by  William  Bar- 
ber, Commissionerappointed  by  Con- 
gresa,  according  to  his  report  thereof, 
27th  July,  1785,      ....       $15,314  45 

2d  head.  Effective  disbursements  dur- 
ing the  seven  years  of  the  independ- 
ence war,  say  from  1775  to  1782,  in- 
clusively, in  my  capacity  of  political 
and  secret  agent,  acknowledged  by 
the  GovernmenU  of  the  United  States 
and  of  France,  and  further  disburse- 
ment in  procuring  ihe  evasion  of 
American  and  French  prisoners        •  59,814  81 

3<f  head.  Losses  sustained,  either  by 
confiscation  of  my  property  in  Canada 
by  the  British  Government,  or  by  the 
plunder  ^f  my  warehouses  during 
my  imprisonment,  in  consequence  of 
the  active  part  I  bad  taken  in  the  po- 
litical affairs  of  the  United  States, 
after  the  express  solicitations  to  that 
purpose  which  were  made  to  me  by 
the  general  officers  and  legal  powers 
of  the  Government  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States,  as  also  by  the  general  offi- 
cers commanding  the  French  forces 
in  America,  and  upon  the  faith  of 
the  solemn  promises  made  to  me  at 
the  saine  time,  both  in  the  name  of 
Congress  and  in  that  of  the  King  of 
France,  of  a  full  indemnity  for  any 
such  consequences  that  might  result 
from  my  so  doing     ....       362,977  59 

4M  head.  Indemnity  for  the  loss  of  my 
commercial  establishment,  and  for  the 
utter  dissolution  of  my  fortune,  which 
resulted  from  the  vengeance  exerted 
upon  me  by  the  British  Government, 
in  consequences  of  the  services  which 
I  had  rendered  against  that  Govern- 
ment to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Sutes     -         -         -         -      ..         -        296,296  30 

bth  head.  My  pay  on  the  footing  of  a 
Colonel  of  the  United  States  service 
during  seven  years  of  activity,  with 
five  years'  retreat  allowed  to  all  the 
American  officers  after  the  end  of 
the  war,  and  the  grant  of  lands  made 
(o  each  otiicer  of  that  rank       -         •  11,600  00 

6/A  head.  Extraordinary  expenses  oc- 
casioned to  me  by  twenty-four  years' 
solicitation  towards  obtaining  the  set- 
tlement and  payment  of  what  is  due 
me  from  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States        .....  8,888  89 

1th  head.  Interest  of  sums  advanced, 
and  of  others  withheld  from  me  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  -\merica;  the  said  interest  calcu- 
lated up  to  the  3 1  St  December,  1807, 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  being  the  legal  rale  of  in- 
terest       2,056,359  44 

$2,801,251  00 
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COMMISSARIAT. 


Washington  Dec.  16,  1816. 

\   Sir  :  In  reply  to  yourcommunicatjons  relative 
jsjo  the   suppjy   of  rations  to  the  Army.  I  have 
je  honor  tcj  state — 

:ist.    I  have  not  a  doubt  but  a  well  organized 

rommissariai  would  insure  a  safer,  a  cheaper, 
Jfid  in  every  respect  a  better  supply  than  the 
present  syst^na  of  contract  ;  nor  have  I  heard  of 
A  doubt  upc,n  the  subject,  excepting  only,  as  to 
%ae  expense, 

U  Upon  this  point  it  may  be  remarked,  that  most 
Jf  the  contractors  have  made  very  handsome  pro- 

ts,  and  many  of  them  indeed  great  fortunes,  un- 

er  contracts  upparently  reasonable. 


i^,  ^    v/ w.T.  ..I  .^^.  .-I  „i.T.  1.  warranted   by  the  reports  of  the   medical  itaff, 

W.  \  —  particularly  those  of  Doctors   Rosk,  Lovel,  and 

'  Woodbury,  as  well  as  by  my  own  observation,  in 

saying,  that  for  the  most  pari  the  diseases  and 
deaths  at  that  place  proceeded  from  the  damaged 
provisions  which  the  troops  were  compelled  to 
eat,  or  to  eat  nothing. 

The  suffering  of  the  troops,  from  a  similar 
cause,  at  many  other  places,  during  the  war, 
were  not  much  less  severe  than  at  French  Milli ; 
insomuch,  that  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  we  have 
lost  more  men  by  disease,  contracted  principally 
in  the  use  of  bad  provisions,  thau  we  have  lost 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Besides,  the  military 
gi  the  contractors  have  made  very  handsome  pro-  system  which  comprehends  individuals  not  sub- 
j|ts,  and  many  of  them  indeed  great  fortunes,  un-    ject  to   military  law.  and  under  positive  control 

^  _.  .  of  the  commanding  officer  of  an  army,  is  radically 

1^  CoatracicTs  are  in  the  habit  of  employing  an    defective,  and  calculated  to  paralyze  a  military 
JMent  for  each  post,  and  in  some  cases  confiding    body.     An  army,  immediately   dependent   upon 
W)  sub-conir«»ctors  the  supply   of  particular  de- 
tNjirtmenls  o(  nosts. 

^  :tl  is  not  Jifcely  that  a  man  of  business,  who  is 
iijnest  and  discreet,  would  bid  off  the  contract 
l^^thout  a  pretty  certain  prospect  of  profit. 
;••  Could  the  Government  find  no  man  to  place 
^  the  head  jf  the  Commissariat,  as  well  quali- 
10  superintend  the  supply  of  rations,  as  one 
the  late  contractors,  or  none  equal  in  honesty, 
idustry,  and  capacity,  to  the  late  agents  of  the 
^ch  contractors;  in  this  case  the  contract  system 
ifli'iuld  be  preferred. 

♦  If  a  contractor  can  make  a  clear  profit,  the 
^blic,  by  the  Commis&ariat,  may  do  so  likewise. 
{|^d,  therefort,:the  latter  will  be  the  cheaper  mode 
^5upply 


r 


ipon 
any  other,  except  the  single  military  bead,  is  a 
monster;  and  although  us  native  prowess  may 
often  force  it,  with  all  its  deformities  to  vic- 
tory ;  yet.  to  make  victory  more  sure,  the  imme- 
diate military  head  should  command  the  whole 
strength  and  resources  immediately  connected 
with  the  army  under  him. 

The  supply  of  rations  is  vitally  important  to 
the  very  existence  of  an  army  ;  it  is  infinitely 
more  so  than  the  supply  of  clothing,  of  pay.  or 
even  of  arms  or  ammunition. 

An  army  could,  by  sudden  changes  of  position, 

preserve  itself  for  weeks  or  months  without  the 

latter,  but  the  most  patriotic   band  could  not  be 

kept  together  for  more  than  a  few  days  without 

....  ,  rations.     Should  any  officer  of  the  Ordnance  de- 

^rhe  publie  would,  in  this  case,  save  the  exact  I  pariraent  attempt  to  palm  upon  the  Army  dam- 

J5^ounlwhlc:h.  under  the  contract  system,  would     aged  powder  or  even  damaged  flints,  surely  no 

r^   .  ^^^  could  doubt  the  propriety  of  prompt  military 


i'^l  into  the  hand  of  contractors.  But  even,  sup- 
;f^ing  the  contract  to  be  bid  off  at  too  low  a  rate, 
»,Jfnable  the  contractor  to  make  any  clear  profit ; 
kjpposing  th*"  contractor  to  be  actuated  alone,  in 
^fit  supply  of  rations  to  the  troops,  by  the  purest 
jJJ^riolism.  without  the  prospect  of  making  mo- 
,^y,  still  the  Commi.<>ariat  would  be  preferable; 
^cause.  a  contractor,  having  no  po.ssible  prospect 
j^  making  Pioney.  would    be  constantly  embar- 

jhsed  with  the  apprehension  of  losing  money 

Jd  in  every' purchase  he  would  see  before  him 
r-e  wretchetj  alternative  of  selecting  the  cheap- 
^1,  and  consequently  the  worst  provisions,  or  be- 
\^  involved'in  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 
^The  choic^  of  these  evils  can  readily  be  ima- 
i^ied.  It  is^a  choice,  as  most  officers  who  have 
^ird  separatecommands,  can  testify,  that  has  im- 
^ed  upon  qur  troops  the  cheapest  and  coarsest 
ujjvisions  ;  ^nd  which  have,  on  many  occasions, 


<1 


\  ■  en  so  much  damaged  as  to  sicken  and  kill  hun- 
of  our  Jjien. 


f  Upon  this  Subject,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  ^ten- 
J^n  ol  your'4ionorable  committee  to  the  oifficial 
%vorts  and  /eiurns  of  the  Army.  siati(]^ed  at 
rench  Mills":  in  the  Autumn  and  Winter  of  1813. 

^February  i?14  ;  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that 

^5j  of  about  men were  sick  at  once. 

i*J  that  from  the  18th  November  to  the  1st 
k'ebruary,  thfre   were  deaths;   and   I   feel 

•2  ' 

JV  t 


punishment  for  such  an  offence;  and  yet,  under 
the  present  system,  damaged  rations  have  been 
forced  upon  rtie  troops,  and  many  of  them  there- 
by sickened  and  killed,  without  any  remedy  be- 
ing provided  against  contractors,  save  only  the 
miserable  farce  uf  an  action  upon  the  case. 

It  is  true,  under  the  contract  system,  damaged 
provisions  may  be  refused  and  destroyed,  and  the 
General  may  order  the  Quartermaster,  upon  the 
failure  of  the  contractor,  to  purchase  the  proper 
supplies. 

These  regulations  look  very  wfll  indeed  upoo 
paper.  They  seem  to  afford  reasonable  security 
against  the  evils  which  they  were  intended  to 
obviate.     But  what  are  they  in  practice? 

The  General  requires  the  contractor  to  furnisii 
twenty  days'  complete  rations  for  ten  thousand 
men,  at  a  given  point  upon  the  frontier.  The 
contractor  reports  the  supply  deposited  at  the 
place  and  time  appointed.  The  army  arrives 
near  the  enemy;  every  officer  and  every  man  is 
necessarily    occupied    in    preparing    for 


reviewing 


action. 

liie 


In  the  mean  time,  it  is  found,  in 
provisions,  that  a  great  portion  of  them  are  dam- 
aged.    The  inspection  takes  place,  and  the  pro- 
visions are  condemned,  and  the  army  left  des- 
titute. 
The  General  will  probably  be  compelled  eitiier 
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to  make  a  premature  effort  to  bring  on  an  action, 
be  beaten,  or  make  a  disgraceful  retreat,  or  he 
must  endeavor  to  subsist  his  army  upon  damaged 
rations.  The  troops  are  dispirited,  sickened,  and 
many  of  them  desert — and  yet.  the  contractor  is 
screened  from  military  punishment.  He  aban- 
dons his  contract  whenever  he  finds  it  to  be  un- 
productive of  gain.  The  Quartermaster  is  then 
compelled  to  leave  his  regular  duties,  and,  with- 
out due  time,  or  any  previous  arrangements,  to 
avail  himself  of  the  best  markets,  and  in  a  country 
where  little  can  be  got  at  any  price,  he  is  obliged 
to  purchase  such  supplies  as  the  country  wilfat 
once  afford,  and  is  often  compelled  to  give  any 
price  which  a  knowledge  of  the  pressing  calls  of 
the  service  may  induce  the  avaricious  seller  to 
demand. 

2d.  The  organization  of  the  Commissariat 
should  be  as  follows  : 

The  chief  should  have  the  rank,  pay  and  emo- 
luments of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
and  be  stationed  at  the  Seat  of  Government.  Next 
to  the  chief  there  should  be  attached,  to  each  di- 
Tision  of  the  Army,  a  Commissary  General,  with 
the  rank,  pay.  and  emolument  of  the  Adjutant 
Greneral  ;  also,  an  assistant  for  each  department, 
with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolument  of  an  As- 
sistant Adjutant  General,  and  for  each  post  an 
issuing  commissary,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emolument  of  a  lieuienunt. 

Candidates  for  the  appointments  should  be 
required  to  exhibit  to  the  Department  of  War 
proper  evidence  of  character  and  qualifications, 
and  be  appointed  and  commissioned  in  the  same 
manner,  and  take  the  same  oath,  as  officers  of 
the  line  of  the  army,  and  enter  into  bond,  with 
approved  security,  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duties. 

The  rank  of  these  officers  should  in  no  case 
entitle  them  to  command  in  the  line,  except 
when  specially  ordered  thereto  by  the  command- 
ing General.  Rank,  however,  should  be  given 
them,  because  without  it  they  would  often  be 
subject  to  the  embarrasjing  control  of  young  in- 
experienced officers,  and  would  fail  to  command, 
in  the  lower  grades  of  the  Army,  that  respect 
which  rank  is  necessary  to  produce. 

The  chief  of  the  Commissariat  should  have 
the  control  of  the  officers  and  other  persons  era- 
ployed  in  the  department.  And.  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  War  Department,  should  superintend 
the  purchase  and  supply  of  rations,  dec. 

It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissaries  of 
dirisions  and  departments  to  make  all  purchases 
of  the  component  parts  of  rations,  and  forward 
the  same  to  such  place  and  in  such  quantities 
for  issue  as  the  general  or  officer  commao^mg 
the  departments  may  direct.  respectiveiy,'and  to 
make  unexpected  visits  to  the  different  posts,  in- 
spect the  provisions,  and  regulate  the  issues,  the 
accounts  and  abstracts. 

The  purchasing  as  well  as  the  issuing  Com- 
missaries to  be  required  to  make  monthly  as  well 
as  quarterly  statements  of  the  amount  of  cash 
received  and  expended,  thequantiiy  of  provisions 
purchased,  and  the  quaaiiiy  issued  since  last  re- 


turn, as  well  as  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
provisions  on  hand.  These  statements  to  be 
certified  upon  honor,  and  forwarded  to  the  chief 
of  the  department,  and  a  duplicate  thereof  sent 
to  the  general  or  public  officer  commanding. 
They  will,  moreover,  be  required  to  render  quar- 
terly accounts  in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  War  Department. 

In  this  way  the  state  of  the  supplies  and  ac- 
counts of  each  officer  of  the  Commissariat  will 
be  distinctly  understood  monthly,  and  quarterly, 
by  the  chief  of  the  department ;  who.  possessing 
the  power  to  arre.st  or  suspend  any  delinquent, 
would  prevent  or  promptly  detect  every  irregu- 
larity. But  the  most  effectual  check  will  be 
found  in  the  general  officers  commanding  diri- 
sions, departments,  and  principal  posts,  who,  in 
addition  to  the  power  to  arrest  and  try  officers, 
should  be  authorized  to  receive  from  them  all 
public  moneys,  and  supply  the  place  of  such  de- 
linquent officers  by  temporary  appointments  until 
the  casual  vacancies  should  be  nlled. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  inspector,  to  inspect  the 
troops  and  supplies  of  each  post  and  corps,  once 
in  two  months — in  addition  to  this  he  may  be 
instructed  to  inspect  the  provisions,  particularly 
as  to  quality  and  quantity,  and  compare  the  same 
with  the  monthly  report  of  the  Commissariat, 
and  in  all  cases  of  neglect  or  omission  on  the 
part  of  such  Commissary,  he  will  be  punishable 
by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

It  seems  to  be  admitted  by  all  that  in  time  of 
war  the  Commissariat  would  be  decidedly  pre- 
ferable to  the  contract  system. 

This  I  consider  to  be  a  conclusive  argument 
in  favor  of  the  immediate  adoption  of  the  mea- 
sure. If  any  branch  of  military  knowledge  is 
necessary  for  a  slate  of  war,  its  practical  intro- 
duction in  time  of  peace  cannot  but  be  proper, 
if  it  be  practicable.  The  Commissariat  particu- 
larly should  be  organized  and  put  into  operation 
in  time  of  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EDMOND  P.  GAINES. 

Hon.  John  Williams. 

Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee. 


NAVAL  DEPOT  ON  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

Copy  of  Commodore  John  Rodgera't  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the   Navy,  relative  to  a  Naval  Site  and 
Henaezvoua  on  the  waters  of  Chesapeake  Bay, 
Navv  Commissioners'  Office, 
December  23,  1816. 
Sir  :  Having,  in  company  with  the  other  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy  Board,  examined  those 
places  designated  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  May 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting,  through  you, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  opinion  of  the  Navy  Commission- 
ers as  to  the  means  most  proper  to  be  adopted 
for  the  defence  of  Chesapeake   Bay  in  time  of 
war;  it  is  a  source  of  unpleasant  retiection,  not 
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Inly  to  myself,  but  I  am  confident  equally  so  to 
•^e  other  C*Qirnis«ioners,  to  find,  on  comparing 
•''ir  opjaioDsJ  that  we  do  not  entirely  acrree  as  to 
e  mode  bf  which  this  truly  importa"ot  object 
,_.ight,  most  probably,  be  accompli.^hed.  I  regret 
rilis  the  raorf  from  the  persuasion,  that  it  would 
'\ye  been  more  agreeable  to  you,  and  more  satis- 
cwry  to  tl»e  President,  had  we  found  all  the 
ta  upon  wjiich  we  might  have  formed  a  correct 
tjjtimate,  of  such  positive  character  as  to  admit 
i|"oo  diversity  of  opinion.  As,  however,  different 
r^mions  are:  entertained  by  the  members  of  the 
if^ard,  we  ha;ve  judged  it  best  that  each  member 
«?|iould  makf  a  separate  report;  trusting  that 
flora  these  conflicting  opinions,  and  the  facts  and 
arguments  adduced  in  support  of  each,  the  best 
n|c-ans  of  obtaining  the  highly  important  object 
\f,  view  may  be  elicited. 

*I  proceed,  with  respectful  deference  for  the 
cjfinions  of  ray  brother  Commissioners,  to  submit 
^aase  views!  of  this  important  question,  which 
j^e  most  attentive  consideration  and  anxious  in- 
Jrtaritigation  of  facts  ha:«e  produced  in  my  mind. 
!».f  rom  the  distance  between  the  nearest  points 
f4'^he  Middle  Ground  and  HorseShoe.  the  great 
^»j,.th  of  waier  between  those  places,  and  "their 
^jtjosed  situation  to  the  mountainous  waves,  roll- 
5j4  in  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  unobstructed, 
ilVfing  the  prevalence  of  south  easterly  gales.  I 
'.Oiliae  to  th9  opTnion  that  it  would  be  extremely 
^(Bcult,  if  n^t  impracticable,  to  erect  batteries, 
"ni  any  cost,  however  great,  that  would  resist  the 
limult  of  the  whole  Atlantic  ocean  drawn  as  it 
|a|e>e  to  a  focus,  by  the  peculiar  formation  of  the 
j^>ast  at  that  point. 

i»In  another  view,  such  an  attempt  might  be 
iiy^ardous;  for  it  may  be  seriously  questioned. 
^.Liether  the  erection  of  batteries  in  that  part  of 
.l^i\  channel  of  Chesapeake  Bay  which  is  the 
vi}%t  coTifined,  would  not  produce  a  new  channel 
l|tj)ugh  that  immense  bank  of  sand,  the  Middle 
rfrf'und,  thertby  changing  the  course  of  its  waters, 
l|r<*ienng  the  batteries  wholly  useless,  and  sub- 
Ji|.ning  the  navigation  of  the  bay  to  destruction 
S|  4ts  very  confluence  with  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
jf  .:iew  channal,  thus  formed,  would  necessarily 
fljsplace  immense  deposites  of  sand  from  the  Mid- 
««sGround.  and  thereby,  most  probably,  to  the  de- 
l^dciion  oi  th*  navigation,  complete  the  bar  that 
*>^re  has  already  more  than  two-thirds  finished, 
iijross  the  entrance  of  the  bay. 
;^F or  these  reasons,  the  erection  of  batteries  be- 
tween the  Horse-Shoe  and  Middle  Ground,  af>- 
}|urs  to  roe.  if  not  impracticable,  at  least  unad- 
\*iable. 

r-I  will  now  examine  the  navigation  from  Cape 
l|jnry  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  thence  to  Nur- 
ffiJi,  lor  the  purpose  of  demonstrating,  byujnques- 
T^f^aable  facts,  how  far  Norfolk  unites  theydvan- 
t,^Tes  essential  to  the  purposes  of  a  great^val 
^^^idezvous  anii  depot  of  maritime  stores, 
r  As  an  outer  harbor,  Hampton  Roads  is  easy  of 
Ingress  and  egress  to  ships  of  every  class.  At  us 
tiuance  from  the  bay,  by  erecting  a  formidable 
(ittery  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  another  at  tiie 
i^^Aanceof  one  mile,  on  the  shoal  of  Wiiloughby's 
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Point,  it  might  be  so  far  defended  as  to  prevent 
a  hostile  fleet,  however  formidable,  from  attempt- 
ing to  enter  it  without  having  in  view  the  accom- 
plishment of  some  great  object.  On  ordinary 
occasions,  the  risk  which  an  enemy  would  then 
incur,  from  an  attempt  to  enter  Hampton  Roads, 
would  no  doubt  be  suflicient  to  deter  hira  ;  but 
an  object  worthy  of  the  risk  might  present  itself— 
and,  in  such  case,  an  enemy  availing  himself  of 
the  most  favorable  wind  and  tide,  might  attempt 
it.  and  would  probably  succeed.  Passing  these 
batteries,  as  he  might  do  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, with  a  velocity  equal  to  fourteen  miles  an 
hour,  the  eflect  of  the  batteries  would  be  ren- 
dered very  uncertain,  and  he  would  be  lo  their 
reach  only  eight  minutes  seventeen  seconds ! 
Should  he  succeed  in  entering  the  road,  he  might 
anchor  in  various  situations,  from  four  to  four 
and  a  half  miles,  in  every  direction  from  the 
shore.  My  own  personal  observation  enables  me 
to  add,  that  during  the  prevalence  of  the  north- 
easterly gales,  particularly  m  the  Winter  season, 
Hampton  Road.*;  is  subject  to  a  very  heavy  sea 
which  may  be  ascribed  to  its  great  width  at  its 
entrance,  and  its  exposure  to  the  N.  E. 

As  an  inner  harbor.  Norfolk  may  be  easily  de- 
fended both  by  land  and  by  sea  ;  aud  there  is  Id 
Us  vicinity  an  abundance  of  good  timber.  These 
are  great  advantages;  but,  from  the  difliculiy  ot 
getting  in  or  out  of  Elizabeth  riF«r,  arisiag  from 
the  narrowness  of  the  channel  in  many  places, 
and  the  various  courses  necessary  to  be  steered, 
(from  W.  N.  W  to  E.  N.  E.  points  directly  oppo- 
site) before  you  reach  Cape  Henry,  added  to  a 
shoal  at  its  confluence  with  the  waters  of  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  on  which  there  are  only  twenty  feet 
eight  inches  at  low  water,  and  not  more  than 
twenty-four  feet  two  inches  at  high  water,  during 
the  prevalence  of  neap-tides — and  at  no  time,  ex- 
cepting the  Spring-tides,  more  tlian  twenty-two 
feet  at  low,  and  twenty-five  feet  at  high  water, 
present  to  my  mind  insuperable  objections  to 
Norfolk  as  a  navy-yard,  {>articularly  when  a  is 
recollected  how  imperfect  aud  insecure  Hampton 
Roads  would  be  as  an  0^r  harbor. 

1  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  peculiar  to  York  river,  considered 
as  a  place  for  a  naval  rendezvous  and  depot  of 
naval  stores — below  Yorktown  as  an  outer,  and 
above  it  as  an  inner  harbor. 

The  lower  part  of  York  river  being,  at  its 
mouth,  only  one  mile  wide,  and  three  quarters  in 
t^readth,  from  shore  to  shore,  aud  the  channel 
only  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  Irou^  fiat  to  flat, 
and  affording,  as  it  does,  a  safe  navigation  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  seasons,  for  ships  of  the  greatest 
draught  of  water,  is.  in  my  opinion,  suitable  for 
an  outer  harbor.  With  the  aid  of  land  batteries, 
an  inferior  may  be  defended  against  a  superior 
force  of  ships.  Like  Hampton  Roads,  however, 
it  IS  subject  to  a  rough  sea  during  the  prevalence 
of  easterly  gales;  but  in  this  river  that  advantage 
is  greatly  diminished  by  the  fact,  that  with  any 
wind  that  would  make  this  anchorage  objection- 
able, or  that  would  enable  an  enemy  of  .superior 
torce  to  approach  you,  (supposing  this  place  not 
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to  be  fortified.)  you  can,  with  perfect  security  and 
ease,  get  under  weigh  and  run  into  the  inner  har- 
bor, above  the  batteries  at  Yorktown  and  Glou- 
cester. 

As  an  inner  harbor  and  Naval  Depot.  York 
river,  above  Yorktown,  does  not  combine  every 
advantage  desirable,  not  having  any  basin  or  deep 
bay  in  which  ships  could  be  sheltered  from  the 
draught  of  the  river,  and  there  not  being  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  timber  immediately  in  its  vicinity.* 
It  has,  however,  every  other  essential  requisite, 
being  completely  susceptible  of  defence  against 
a  land  or  naval  force,  and  affording  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  tides,  an  easy  and  safe  navigation  to 
ships  of  the  greatest  draught  of  water — there  be- 
ing, for  at  least  ten  miles  above  Yorktown.  where 
the  river  is  actually  only  nine  hundred  yards 
wide  from  shore  to  shore,  nowhere  less  than  six 
fathoms  of  water. 

Another  very  prominent  fact,  in  relation  to  the 
outer  harbor  of  York,  more  than  counterbalances 
the  objections  stated.  From  that  harbor  ships 
passing  up  and  down  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  are 
exposed  to  full  view ;  indeed,  the  moment  a  ship 
enters  the  bay,  you  can  discover  her.  You  would 
there  have  the  advantage  of  watching  the  move- 
ments of  an  enemy  from  a  safe  harbor.  If  he 
comes  with  a  force  too  formidable  for  you  to  re- 
sist him  m  that  position,  you  can  retire — the  same 
wind  that  enables  him  to  approach  you,  would 
enable  you  to  retire  to  a  place  of  safety.  If  cir- 
cumstances would  justify  your  attacking  Mim. 
you  might  do  so.  with  the  advantage  of  having 
the  earliest  intelligence  of  his  approach. 

Hence,  although  York  river  does  not  possess 
every  advantage  that  could  be  desired,  as  respects 
either  its  inner  or  outer  harbor,  it  does,  in  my 
opinion,  unite  more  of  the  essential  requisites 
than  nature  has  bestowed  on  almost  any  other 
place.  From  its  particular  situation  (which  the 
chart  will  show)  when  aided  by  a  naval  force,  it 
is  the  only  point  deserving  the  name  of  the  key 
to  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

I  proceed  now  to  examine  St.  Mary's  river. 

This  river  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Potomac,  about  seven  miles  above  Point  Look- 
out, the  next  above  Smith's  Point,  with  which 
it  forms  the  entrance  into  the  Potomac.  By  some 
it  is  urged  that  this  place,  as  repects  salubrity  o( 
climate,  is  preferable  to  either  Norfolk  or  York. 
As  a  sate  and  commodious  harbor,  it  is,  perhaps, 
not  excelled  by  any  in  the  United  States.  At  its 
entrance  it  is  about  three  miles  wide,  and  the 
water  is  thirty-two  to  thirty-three  feet  deep;  for 
three  and  a  half  to  four  miles  up,  its  width  grad- 
ually decrea.ses,  until  you  pass  two  projecting 
points  at  opposite  sides,  within  which  the  depth 
at  low  water  is  about  twenty-four  feet — and  the 
river  from  point  to  point  about  half  a  mile  ;  from 
this  to  a  place  about  two  miles  further  up.  the 


•  Although  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  York  river 
had  a  basin,  or  deep  bay,  to  shelter  ships  from  the 
draught  of  the  river,  yet  its  not  having  that  advantage 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  constituting  any  serious  ob- 
jection to  the  river. 


river  is,  by  two  other  projecting  points, diminished 
to  about  five  hundred  yards  in  width,  presenting 
above  those  points  a  beautiful  basin,  in  which 
there  is,  near  the  entrance  inside,  twenty  or 
twenty-one  feet  at  low  water. 

This  river  above,  where  it  is  perfectly  suscep- 
tible  of  defence  against  a  naval  force,  presents  in 
several  respects  the  most  seducing  reasons  for  its 
selection  as  a  Naval  Depot  and  rendezvous.  But 
situated  as  it  is,  in  a  narrow  peninsula,  having 
the  Patuxent  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Potomac 
on  the  other,  the  protection  of  such  an  establish- 
ment would  be  attended  with  great  expense.  To 
protect  it  against  a  land  force,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  erect  strong  batteries,  and  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  an  efiScient  garrison  in  them 
would  be  very  great. 

Such  an  establishment  should  not  only  be  able 
to  protect  itself,  but  it  should  afford  the  means  of 
protecting  our  own  commerce  in  every  part  of 
the  bay.  This  latter  advantage,  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  is  not  possessed  in  a  superior  degree  by 
St.  Mary's,  owing  to  its  great  distance  from  the 
sea.  (ninety-five  lo  one  hundred  miles,)  neither 
do  I  think  that  in  the  present  infant  state  of  our 
country  it  could  effectually  protect  itself  against 
a  land  force,  since  even  above  the  line  of  defence, 
where  the  batteries  would  necessarily  be  situated, 
the  peninsula  is  so  narrow  that  a  superior  land 
force  might  so  occupy  it,  as  to  cut  off  all  com- 
munication in  the  rear,  thereby  endangering  the 
safety  of  the  adjacent  country  ;  while  at  the  same 
time  a  superior  naval  force,  from  the  safe  anchor- 
age afforded,  might  not  only  cut  off  all  communi- 
cation in  front,  by  his  large  vessels,  but  his  smaller 
vessels  might  destroy  every  merchant  vessel  of 
ours  attempting  to  pass  up  to  Washington  or  to 
Baltimore. 

The  facts  stated  being  all  that  occur  to  me  as 
essential  in  deciding  that  question  of  locating  a 
Naval  Depot  and  rendezvous,  1  now  proceed  re- 
spectfully to  submit  ray  views  as  to  the  best 
means  of  defending  the  Chesapeake  Bay  generally. 
I  assume  the  preliminary  position,  which  I  pre- 
sume will  be  readily  accorded  to  me,  that  in  the 
present  infant  state  of  our  country,  our  prepara- 
tions to  meet  a  war  should  be  conducted  with  a 
view  to  measures  of  defence,  as  well  as  offence. 

Two  small  but  strong  martelio  towers,  between 
the  eastern  extreme  of  Lyonhaven  Bay  and  the 
mouth  of  Lynnhaven  Creek,  would  prevent  an 
enemy  from  anchoring  between  those  two  points; 
and  his  exclusion  thence  would,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive by  the  chart,  deprive  him  of  any  otiier  safe 
anchorage  nearer  the  mouth  of  the  bay  than  New 
Point  Comfort. 

A  strong  battery  on  Old  Point  Comfort  would 
keep  him  out  of  Hampton  Roads;  and  two  mar- 
telio towers  at  the  mouth  of  York  river,  would 
prevent  his  anchoring  in  that  situation,  while,  at 
the  same  lime,  they  would  serve  to  protect  it,  as 
an  outer  harbor  and  general  rendezvous  for  our 
marine  force  assembled  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
in  time  of  war. 

York  river,  fortified  at  Yorktown,  would  afford 
security  to  that  important  tract  of  country  through 
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^ich  it  passes,  and  secure  a  Naval  Depot  higher 
*!!*  the  river.  The  place  where  I  consider  it  ad- 
••vtsable  to  locate  such  an  establishment  is  called 

r^e  Clay  Banks,  and  is  about  ten  miles  higher  up 

^i»a  Yorktown. 

i  While  a   battery   at  Old    Point  Comfort,  and 

i*vo  martello  towers  at  the  mouth  of  York  river. 

t^uld  keep  an  enemy  from  Hampton  and  York, 

l|iy  would,  with  the  aid  of  a  suitable  naval  force. 
j*<'vent  his  attempting  to  take  shelter  in  a  situa- 
\1na  so  near  as  New  Point  Comlort.  Hence,  being 
j^\it  out  of  Lynnhaven  Bay  by  the  two  towers 
|jp/oposed  in  that  quarter,  he  would  be  deprived  of 
f^  the  safe  anchorage  near  the  entrance  of  the 


HThe  importance  of  depriving  an  enemy  of  an- 
ifiorage  in  Lynnhaven  Bay,  is  fully  established 
^1^  the  fact,  that  it  is  a  position  more  dangerous 
f|j-i)ur  commerce  than  any  that  could  be  occupied 
^.any  enemy  wuhm  the  Chesapeake  Bay  ;  and 
tl  the  importance  of  depriving  him  of  all  safe 
anchorage  near  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  be,  as  it 
i;ppears  to  me.  too  obvious  to  admit  of  a  doubt, 
^leii  the  propriety  of  erecting  towers  and  batteries 
|r  fche  other  places  suggested,  must  necessarily  be 
qfo  needed. 

I  ill  will,  I  presume,  be  readily  admitted,  in  de- 
fying the  most  efficient  means  for  the  protection 
(^    the  Chesapeake  Bay.  that  the  mouth  of  the 


)jby  should  claim  the  first  attention,  since  if  you 
«>n  succeed  m  protecting  that  point  eflfectually, 
.  J  .>u  afford  proK'ction  to  all  points  above  it.  The 
npcasures  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  suggest- 
iv^,  have  had  this  great  object  in  view. 
;,  Allow  me.  sir,  to  request  your  attentive  exami- 
tdi^ioQ  of  the  chart  submitted.  A  reference  to 
t(ia<  part  of  it  which  embraces  York  Spit,  and 
wliait  is  termed  the  Head  of  the  Middle  Ground, 
v^i^l.  I  think,  satisfy  you  of  the  great  advantage 
M»l^^ch  a  respectable  naval  force,  stationed  at  the 
tni,;ith  of  York  river,  would  possess;  and  that 
soth  a  force,  co-operating  with  the  towers  near 
Lfpnbaven  Biay,  the  battery  on  Old  Point  Com- 
foH  and  the  lowers  of  York  river,  proposed, 
w^ijild  in  all  probability,  protect  the  whole  com- 
in|>*ce  of  the  (j^iiesapeake  Bay. 

viVith  respect  to  the  Tangier  Islands,  I  have 
coftiidered  it  unnecessary  to  say  anything;  par- 
tir^Jarly  as  ihr  report  and  chart  made  by  Captain 
Sfjrnce,  afford  more  inlormation  than  any  person- 
»f'i.bser7atioD  of  my  own  would  enable  me   to 


discharge  their  waters  into  York  river,  on  each 
side  of  the  proposed  site,  about  one  mile  distant 
from  its  centre,  by  which,  without  any  extraor- 
dinary labor  or  expense,  the  whole  establishment 
might  be  insulated;  and  the  measure  by  which 
this  desirable  protective  effect  would  be  produced 
would  furnish  an  ample  supply  of  water  for  all 
the  purposes  of  labor-saving  machinery. 

For  further  particulars  relatively  to  the  advan- 
tages of  this  place,  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the 
loUowing  extracts  of  Captain  Sinclair's  report. 

"  The  mouths  of  these  two  creeks  are  two  miles 
apart,  but  before  they  How  half  a  mile  there  are 
two  branches  approaching  each  other,  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  where,  after  the  creeks  are 
dammed  below,  a  canal  might  be  cut  which  would 
insulate  the  place,  and  add  greatly  to  its  security 
in  the  rear.  Indeed,  it  appears  lo  be  very  capa- 
ble of  being  defended  by  a  moderately  small  force. 
The  channel  does  not  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  width,  and  is  overlooked  by  an  eminence  of  30 
feet  for  a  mile  or  two  below.  The  country  is 
said  to  be  healthy;  indeed,  judging  from  its  in- 
habitants, I  should  pronounce  it  »o.  The  land  is 
generally  fine,  and  well  timbered  with  while  oak, 
yellow  and  pitch  pine,  and  some  cedar,  though 
not  in  abundance.'* 

JOHN  KODGERS. 


Co 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  sir, 
yf^r  most  obedient  servant, 
i  ;  JOHN  RODGERS. 

l^on.  B.  W.  Crowni.nshield, 

?• ':  Secretary  of  the  \ary. 

iN-  B.  Some  difference  of  opinion  probably  ex- 
i£|s,  as  to  the  [  racticability  of  defending,  against 
ajfirid  force,  a  navy  yard  situated  on  the  Clay 
Bfloks.  I  canaot,  liowever.  persuade  myself  to 
Pi^l^rtain  any  floubt  upon  the  subject,  since  the 
la|nJ  IS  there  asjhigh,  if  not  higher  than  any  other 
Wajhin  reach  o*'  cannon  shot.  There  are  more- 
o\dr  two  large  breeks,  Aberdeen  and  Jones's,  that 


{ 


Copu  of  the  communication  made  by  Commodore  Ste- 
phen Decatur,  in  relation  to  the  defence  of  the  Che$- 
apeake  Bay,  and  the  selection  of  a  site  suitable  for 
a  Saval  Depot. 

Navy  Commissioners'  Office, 
January  2.  1817. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  call  of  the  16th  ul- 
timo, on   the  Navy  Commissioners,   requiring  a 
report  of  the  late  examination  and  surveys  made 
under  their  direction,   in  pursuance  of  your  in- 
structions of  the  7ih   May.  I  enclose  you  a  state- 
ment of  such  facts  as  I   have  been  enabled  to 
collect  upon  this  important  subject.     From  the 
diversity  of  opinion  which  we  have  found  to  ex- 
ist between  us  upon  this  important  subject,  ue 
have  deemed  it  most  satisfactory  to  give  in  sep- 
araie  reports.     This  diversity   was.    perhaps,  to 
have    been    expected,    in    a  case    presenting   so 
wide  a   range  for  observation;    and    I   trust  we 
shall  not  be  considered   as   too  tenacious  of  our 
individual  opinions,  when  it  is  recollected   that 
this  question   involves  the  safety  of  the  Navy 
and. the  protection  of  tiie  extensive  shores  of  the 
Chesapeake. 

The  ^first  examination  required  by  your  order 
ol  the  7th,  IS  to  ascertain  the  most  proper  mode 
of  defending  the  Chesapeake  in  time  of  war. 

In  giving  my  opinion  upon  this  head,  I  beg 
leave  to  be  understood  as  disclaiming  all  knowl- 
edge of  the  expense  of  constructing  lortificaiions. 
fur  particular  estimates  of  which  I  beg  leave  to 
reter  you  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bomford,  of  the 
engineers,  who  accompanied  us  on  the  survey. 
The  Chesapeake  Bay  can  be  defended  from  a  su- 
perior hostile  fleet  only  bv  fortifications  sunk  at 
some  point  of  the  channel,  and  the  point  nearest 
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the  ocean  susceptible  of  defence,  is  obviously  the 
most  proper.  The  channel  ol  the  bay  at  the  Capes, 
navigable  by  ships  of  a  large  class,  is  four  miles 
and  three-quarters  wide,  depth  of  water  generally 
from  ten  to  fifteen  fathoms.  The  sea.  at  this  point, 
being  uninterrupted  by  shoals  in  its  roll  from  the 
Atlantic,  would,  in  my  opinion,  render  fortifica- 
tions utterly  impracticable.  Ascending  the  bay 
from  the  Capes,  the  channel  branches  at  the 
Horse-Shoe,  one  branch  passing  into  Hampton 
Tloads,  the  other  leading  up  the  bay  itself.  That 
branch  of  the  channel  wliich  leads  up  to  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  passes  between  two  shoals  ;  that  on 
the  south  side,  called  Willoughby's,  and  distant 
from  Old  Point  Comfort  about  two  mile:  and  a 
quarter,  has  eight  feet  water  on  it ;  the  one  on  the 
north  side  is  called  the  Thimbles,  and  is  distant 
from  Old  Point  about  three  miles,  and  has  nine 
feet  water  on  it;  ibey  are  about  a  geographical 
mile  distant  from  each  other.  The  other  branch 
of  the  channel  (that  which  passes  up  the  bay) 
has  a  width  between  the  Horse-Shoe  and  the 
Middle  Ground  of  four  miles,  and  the  depth  of 
water  for  three-fourths  of  this  distance  does  not 
exceed  four  fathoms  and  a  a  half  being  nowhere 
more  than  eight  fathoms. 

The  bottom,  from  a  number  of  experiments, 
appears  to  be  a  solid  and  closely  compacted  sand, 
protected  from  the  heavy  sea  of  the  Atlantic  by 
the  shoal  of  the  Middle  Ground,  which  stretches 
many  miles  to  sea.  and  on  which  it»  violence 
is  expended  before  it  reaches  this  channel.  If 
the  Chesapeake  be  susceptible  of  defence  at  all 


it  IS  ray  ooinion  this  is  the  only  point  at  which 
it  can  be  defended.  The  channel  at  every  other 
place,  above  or  below,  being  much  wider,  and  of 
much  greater  depth,  and  that  works,  judiciously 
constructed,  between  the  tail  of  the  Horse-Shoe 
and  the  Middle  Ground  would  be  permanent, 
strong  evidence  is  furnished  by  those  extensive 
works  which  form  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg — 
works  constructed  on  a  sand,  unprotected  by 
shoals  without,  where  the  sea  is  as  violent,  the 
tide  infinitely  stronger,  and  its  perpendicular 
rise  upwards  of  forty  feet. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  that,  in  considering  the 
subject  of  defending  the  Chesapeake  generally,  I 
have  included  the  defence  of  Hampton  Roads, 
not  only  as  an  arm  of  the  bay,  nor  on  account  of 
the  objects  of  spoil,  to  which  the  banks  of  its 
rivers  invite  an  enemy,  but  with  reference  to  the 
other  inquiry  of  a  naval  depot,  to  which  I  shall 
presently  call  your  attention.  In  relation  to  the 
defence  of  Hampton  Roads  particularly — if  liie 
defence  of  this  place  were  the  exclusive  object, 
there  is  another  position  for  the  purpose,  which 
would  probably  be  preferable,  which  is  Old  Point 
Comfort,  and  the  opposite  shoal,  called  the  Rip 
Raps,  which  are  less  than  one  mile  distant.  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  report  made  upon 
this  subject  by  Colonel  Bomford,  merely  notic- 
ing, "  that  I  understand  it  was  made  out  before 
it  was  discovered  that  the  water  on  Willough- 
by's shoals  and  the  Thimbles  was  so  shallow,  or 
that  those  shoals  approached  so  nearly  together 
as  they  do.''     I  will  now  further  add  the  author- 


ity of  General  Bernard's  opinion,  "that  any  dis- 
tance, not  exceeding  one  mile,  may  be  so  forti- 
fied as  to  be  rendered  impassable. 

If,  in  addition  to  powerful  works  placed  at  the 
entrance  into  Hampton  Roads,  we  add,  that  part 
of  the  naval   force,  already  contemplated,  which 
will  probably  be  stationed  wiihin  the  Roads,  the 
I  only   inducement  a  hostile    fleet  could   have  to 
attempt   passing    heavy  batteries,   so  moored  as 
to  aid   in  obstructing   the  enemy's  passage,  and 
sufficiently  near  to  be  sustained  by  the  lorts,  in 
the  event  of  their   passing.  I  do  not  believe  it 
will  ever  be  attempted.     Let  us  suppose  Hamp- 
ton Roads  thus  fortified,  and  our  naval  depot,  as 
well  as  our    tieet,  drawn  wuhm  those  defences, 
what  inducement  would  remain  to  an  encmv  to 
attempt  a  passage  up  the  bay  ?     The  destruction 
of  our  fleet  and  our  depot  would   be  their  first 
object;  their  second   would  be,  to   prevent  our 
fleet  from  getting  to  sea:  either  of  these  objects 
would    keep  them   necessarily  in   the  vicinity  of 
the   Roads.     The  pillage  of  the  shores  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  its  waters  would  be  the  only  re- 
maining inducement  for  a  cruise  up  the  bay— an 
inducement  too  trifling  to  permit  the  belief  that 
they  would  abandon  for  it  the  important  objects 
that  they  would  leave  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Hampton  Roads;  and   more   particularly  when 
their  passage  up  the   bay  is  opposed  by  batteries 
stretched  across  the  channel  at  the  Horse-Shoe 
and  Middle  Ground,  and  with  a  fleet,  too.  in  their 
rear,  ready  to  act,  in  the  event  of  their  receiving 
such  injury,  as  is  more  than  probable  they  would 
receive,  in  passing  such  works.     The  non-exist- 
ence of  any   object  of  sufficient   importance   to 
invite  an  enemy  up  the  bay.  under  the  arrange- 
ments already  stated,  would   render  it  unneces- 
sary to  have  works  between  the  Horse-Shoe  and 
the  Middle  Ground  as  numerous  or  as  stroacr.  bv 
one  half,  as  would  be  otherwise  requisite.     And 
it   IS  my  opinion,  that  the   bay   and    Hampton 
Roads  are  susceptible  of  permanent  and  complete 
defence,  by  works  erected  at  the  points  proposed, 
and  the  same  works  be  made  to  serve  for  the  de- 
fence of  both  J    whereby   the  whole   expease  of 
fortifying  the  Naval  Depot  would  be  saved.  a$ 
well    as    the    expense   of  keeping    up  garrisons. 
What  the  expense  of  such  works  would  be,  I  am 
incapable  of  saying  ;  but  lam  satisfied  that  the 
cost  to  the  nation  of  defending  the  shores  of  the 
Chesapeake,  for   one  single  war.  would   greatly 
surpass    what    would    be   requisite    to    erect    a 
permanent    defence  of  the   bay  ;    and  when  we 
connect    this   with    the   debasement  of  permit- 
ting the  enemy  to  make  a  home  of  our  waters, 
the  consideration  of  any  warrantable  expenditure 
can  scarcely  be  thought  to  oppose  an  obitacle  to 
the  establisment  of  any  works  which  may  be  de- 
termined to  be  practicable. 

I  come  now  to  the  location  of  th**  Naval  De- 
pot; and,  on  this  point,  there  are  a  few  simple 
principles  which  seem  decisive  of  the  inquiry.  A 
Naval  Depot  should  possess  a  sufficiency  of  wa- 
ter; It  should  be  contiguous  to  the  ocean,  other- 
wise the  Navy  could  not  render  that  prompt  pro- 
tection to  the  coast  which  comprises  the  greater 
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^io(  Its  Wilitjr;  U  should  also  be  connected  f  Roads.  large  ships  cannot  sail  when  the  wind  is 
.mh  the  raerfns  ot  supplies  of  i.mber  and  naval  |  ahead,  in  consequence  of  the  narrowness  of  thp 
^.j,res,  which  no  posture  of  war  could  cut  off  or!  channel;  buttf  warping  anchors,  with  buovs  be 
l.^^errupt  :  these  are  qualities  of  the  first  mag-  ,  laid  down  in  the  channel,  fas  is  the  case  in' all 
•r^-i^k  .1.        J  men-of-war  harbors   that  are   close,)  ships   can 

i     There  are.  other  advantages,  not  indeed  so  .n-    w.th  any  wind,  be  warped  into  the  Roads  ' 

tTZtl\  \  ,' K  °^  *  'V  r^'=^  character.  '  The  harbors  of  Malta  and  Port  Mahon.  which 
W  which  would  be  extremely  fortunate  to  find  are  considered  two  of  the  best  harbors  ,n  Europe 
l.ith  the  qualuies  of  primary  importance  already  |  can  only  be  left  or  entered,  when  the  wind  i,  adl 
b^K^^^K  L''?^  for  example  as  a  populous  verse,  by  warp.ng.  The  navy  yard  at  Norfolk 
■p^ghborhood.  frotn  which  stjppl.es  of  labor  and  comprises  within  us  walls  a  square  of  about  t  wen  v 
ivrov.s.ons  njight  be  commod.ously  drawn,  and  ,  acres,  one  side  of  which  lays'upon  the  channel  o'f 
Hich  would  be  ai  hand  to  give  support  to  the  ,  the  river,  at  which  s.xteen^ail^of-the  I  ne  can  Se 
^^otm  theeyeniof  asudden  attack  ;  another  laid  up  in  ordinary,  if  they  are  brought  to  th^ 
♦f  these  incidental  advantap,  ,s  a  large,  safe,  1  p.er.  end  on,  as  is  practised  at  the  n a v^al  arsenal 
♦.nil  well  defended  outer   harbor,   into  which  the  ;  at  Antwerp  arsenal 

i^tT  ''.^K^"    ^i^''  J'°"''*i  H  '^'^'^°  ""^  min<s^i.  '      The  navy  yard,  in  its  present  state    furnishes 

1;^  eTlv  '^"  ^""'''^  "^  "P"'"'"  ''  *  ^"P^-  '  ^^  "^^"y  coivenienres  for  building  or  fittin'ou! 
f^r  enemy.  ^     ,    ,  |  as  any  yard  in  the  United   States— two  hundred 

'iJlrS^N  ^M.^'-  "'^'l^  ^  ""'/^^  '^'  °"^"     '*^°"^*"'^  '^"""^  «'  '^«^t  having  been  already  ex 
Tn^v  °^^°^'°"^-  '^  ^'S*''^^°  ™''^:  ^^^"^  C'^P*'    Pf^ded  by  the  public  in  valuable  improvements 
&     k  .1?     P'  T^  '°'"  °'  P'°'^*'^  '°  ^^*  ^^'^"^     The  neighborhood  furnishes  abundance  of  o™k  and 
^V-W.  h  the  wind  from  any  quarter.     It  furnishes  '  pine  timber  suitable  for  naval  purposes  and  aho 
t*cel  ent  anchorage,  and  has  sufficient  room  for    naval  stores,  a  supply  of  which^aSnot  be  cut  off 


f,'.Heel  to  maiitt'uvre  in  under  sail— an  advantage 
*r<l|ich  no  othter  harbor,  that  I  know  of.  possesses. 


by  a  blockading  enemy.     The  advantage  it  pos- 
sesses in  consequence  of  its  vicinity  to  a  commer- 


.ri  i»e  distance  Irom  Hampton  Roads  to  the  navy  cial  city  would  be  considerable,  both  as  ,t  r^Trds 
jrM  at  Gosporl  IS  twelve  miles,  and  the  shoalest  \  the  numerous  mechanics  and  .Umen  tha  are  to 
Sf^ln.?Si  'I-  ,^  "r^t'  **'  "'I'^^^y  b'gf>  tides,  ;  be  obtained  there. and  the  protection  a  lar-^e  pop- 
{nwenty-five  teet.  This  depth  is  more  than  is  ,  ulat.on  would  afford,  m  the  event  of  a  fudden 
ju^tcient  lor  he  seventy-fours  we  now  have.  You  ,  attack.     The  climate'  of  NorfcA  is        presume 

•  '^^'  iL°1  T  "^l  ^'f  '?  y°";  "®"  '^^'  »he  pilot-  '  similar  to  that  of  the  shores  of^e  Chr^peake 
»*,  paid  for   the  Independence,   (seventy-four.)    generally  on  tide  water.  ^.ne.apeaKe 

I'i^'ibur  feeT  r^  's'  ^^'^"^^^«"^«°'  was  twen-  I  I  will  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  York 
JiTLl  V  n^'  "°7  building,  although  river.  From  Cape  Henry  light-house  to  Glou- 
f..  f  ^^^  "pacity,  will  not  draw  so  much,  by  six  i  cester  town,  which  is  the  first  point  on  York  river 
P^bes.      The  present  defences  of  Norfolk  are,  in     that  could  be  rendered  sufficiently  stron°  to  pre 

f^  ?Z°^  '"  k' k"'  V'"'  "  ^^"™  *°y  °*'^'  ^^"'  '^'  ^''^S^  «'■  »  hostile  fleeV  rth1rty-?wo 
h,       UK        ^«,^°"g^»V'^*;°''  ''•  '"•l"-     Ships  can  enter  or  proceed  to  sea  from  i° 

^^t  w.U  be  recollected,  that  during  the  late  war.     with  all  winds.     The  distance  from  G?ouceTte 
^^  enemy  cQLs.dered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  I  to  the  Clay  Banks,  the  place  contem^laVed"or  the 

f^''ZTx  f  f;*°'!'  't"^'  ^^'''  '^'^  ^°"'^  ^^y  Yard,  issev^n  miL,  and  .heKh  of  wVter 
y.i.  up  to  Np.folk  with  their  shipping;   in  con-  |  ,s  sufficient  for  any  ship  at  all  times  of  ?  dr     I 

»e.*uence  of  j.n.ch,  a  combined  attack  by  their  I  can  unquestionably^  defended  against  any  attack 
,  boK,,  and  a  ctjus.derable  land  force,  was  made  on  |  by  water.  It  is  at  present  en ttrdy  unprotected 
Waney  islan^i.  The  attack  was  repelled  by  a  by  any  fortification  J  From  thrbesnnfSr  mating 
M  pieces  ol^cannon  placed  upon  the  sand,  since  I  I  have  been  enabled  to  colct  I  am  induce j  ,o 
jv5ach  time  r.  has  been  regularly  fortified.  All  ;  believe  that  there  are  several  rive™  nutt.o.  n 
tU.  approaches  to  Norfolk  and  the  navy  yard  by  >  from  the  Bay  navigable  for  light  craft  and  Soats 
tod  are  ,nte;rupted  by  water-courses,  and  lead  |  and  approaching  within  e.^ht  or  nine  mHesof  tie 

SCof  alir.Xhu^dr'f'"";'  ^"'  ''!  "^^P-    ClayBanks.whe%eadebarkat.onoft  OOP  m^^ 

o^.y         required.     1^  rom  Norfolk  to  Hampton  |  hundred  or  a  thousand  yards  to  the  right  of  this 

i. 
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position  and  the  contemplated  depot  there  is  an 
extensive  range  of  heights  that  overlook  and 
cotumand  them.  In  consequence  of  which,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  this  position  cannot  be  defended 
from  a  land  attack  with  a  less  iorce  than  would 
be  competent  to  meet  the  assailants  in  the  field. 
It  is  believed  that  a  supply  of  oak  timber  may  be 
obtained  from  the  shores  of  York  river ;  but  pine, 
fit  for  naval  purposes,  and  naval  stores,  must  be 
drawn  from  a  distance.  A  blockading  force,  in 
time  of  war,  might  prevent  the  transportation  of 
them  by  water — the  only  means  by  which  they 
could  be  obtained  in  any  quantity.  From  the  un- 
usual  straightness  of  York  river,  the  mouth  of 
which  lies  open  to  the  bay,  it  is  much  more  rough, 
with  particular  winds,  than  rivers  of  its  width 
generally  are. 

With  the  wind  blowing  fresh  up  or  down  the 
river,  I  should  apprehend  that  any  repairs  that 
would  require  working  near  the  water  would  be 
interrupted.  The  inner  harbor  of  this  river,  like 
that  of  Norfolk,  cannot  be  left  or  entered  when 
the  wind  is  ahead,  except  by  warping. 

The  next  point  embraced  by  your  instructions 
is  Tangier  islands,  lying  about  one  hundred  miles 
up  the  Chesapeake.  From  the  survey  and  report 
of  Captain  Spence,  the  commissioners  were  of 
opinion  that  that  place  was  totally  unfit  for  a 
Naval  Depot,  and  therefore  did  not  proceed  to  ex- 
amine it.  For  particular  information  respecting 
this  place,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  Captain  Spence's 
survey  and  report. 

As  your  instructions  did  not  particularize  St. 
Mary's,  and  not  being  apjirized  that  my  colleagues 
intended  to  examine  that  place,  I  was  not  present 
when  they  did  so.  It  lies  on  the  upper  side  of 
the  Potomac  river,  near  its  mouth,  and  about  an 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  up  the  Chesapeake 
Bay.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  depth  cf  wa- 
ter, the  extent  of  the  harbor,  its  susceptibility  of 
delence  against  an  attack  by  water,  or  the  supply 
of  naval  stores  or  building  materials  in  its  vicinity. 

From  my  want  of  local  knowledge  of  this  place, 
I  can  say  nothing  as  to  its  particular  advantages, 
and  can  only  point  out  some  prominent  objec- 
tions which  present  themselves.  Its  distance  from 
the  ocean  I  consider  an  insuperable  objection  to 
it  as  a  Naval  t)^o'  and  rendezvous,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difficulty  and  detention  our  ships 
might  meet  with  in  going  out  or  returning  from 
sea.  Another  objection  is,  that  the  jjopulation  for 
a  considerable  distance  is  so  thin  that  it  cannot 
afford  sufficient  succor  in  case  of  a  sudden  attack. 

The  river  Patuxent  lies  a  few  miles  higher  up 
the  bay  than  the  Potomac,  and  approaches,  where 
it  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  the  largest  class, 
within  five  miles  of  the  rear  of  the  harbor  of  St. 
Mary's.  The  harbor  is  everywhere  surrounded 
on  the  land  side  by  commanding  heights,  which 
are  too  numerous  to  be  occupied  and  sustained, 
except  by  a  large  army;  and,  therefore,  it  would 
be  necesv^ary  that  a  considerable  land  force  should 
be  kept  there  at  all  times,  to  insure  its  safety. 
Another  very  important  objection  is,  that  if  the 
neighborhood  does  not  afford  sufficient  supplies 
of  limber,  which  I  believe  is  the  case,  they  might 


be  cut  off  in  time  of  war  by  a  blockading  force. 
This  place,  as  well  as  the  harbors  of  Norfolk  and 
York,  from  the  narrowness  of  its  channel,  cao 
only  be  left  or  entered,  when  the  wind  is  adverse, 
by  warping.  Its  climate  is  very  similar  to  the 
climate  of  those  places.  There  is  an  objection 
common  to  both  York  and  St.  Mary's,  as  the 
places  of  Naval  Deposite,  which  has  not  yet  been 
mentioned,  and  that  is,  that  they  both  lie  within 
the  defences  proposed  to  be  raised  from  the  Horse- 
Shoe  to  the  Middle  Ground.  If  yon  present  to 
an  enemy  the  combined  attractions  of  your  depot 
and  your  fleet,  those  works  for  the  defence  of  the 
bay  must  be  more  numerous  and  strong,  and  con- 
sequently much  more  expensive;  and  it  is  for 
this,  among  other  reasons,  that  I  think  it  so  much 
preferable  to  place  both  these  objects  behind  the 
defences  proposed  to  be  established  at  the  mouth 
of  Hampton  Roads. 

Having  weighed  all  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages  of  the  several  positions,  it  is  my  deci- 
ded opinion  that  the  present  navy  yard  at  Nor- 
folk, independent  of  the  protection  it  would  afford 
the  Chesapeake,  is,  in  all  respects,  incomparably 
the  best  place  for  a  Naval  Depot,  if  Hampton 
Roads  be  properly  fortified;  and  in  that  case  I 
should  consider  it  the  finest  harbor  I  have  ever 
seen.  The  only  objection  to  it,  in  its  present 
state,  is  the  mud-bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
over  which  our  largest  ships  cannot  pass  at  low 
water ;  which  is  a  sufficient  objection  in  the  pres- 
ent unprotected  state  of  Hampton  Roads,  inas- 
much as  any  of  our  larger  ships,  chased  into  the 
Roads  by  a  superior  naval  force  at  dead  low 
water,  could  not  pass  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  would,  of  course,  be  exposed  to  attack. 
The  expense  of  the  requisite  buildings  for  a  Na- 
val Depot,  at  either  of  the  other  places,  together 
with  the  fortifications  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  them  by  land  and  by  water,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  much  greater  than  would  be  necessary 
to  fortify  Hampton  Roads  completely.  Should 
either  of  the  other  places  be  fortified,  they  would 
require  a  much  larger  force  to  garrison  them, 
and  would  render  no  material  aid  in  the  general 
defence  of  the  Chesapeake.  Permit  me  further 
to  observe,  sir,  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  Board  that  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
should,  at  some  point  or  other,  be  the  place  of  a 
Naval  Depot  and  rendezvous.  The  mildness  of 
the  climate  enabling  the  workmen  to  continue 
their  labor  throughout  almost  the  whole  of  the 
year,  and  the  geographical  situation  of  the  place, 
seem  to  me  to  fit  it  eminently  for  this  purpose. 
It  is  near  the  centre  of  our  coast  apd  of  our  com- 
merce; and  that  portion  of  the  Navy  which 
would  be  stationed  there,  would  possess  thereby 
a  facility  in  defending  both  by  the  rapid  move- 
ments it  would  be  enabled  to  make;  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  expressing  the  opinion  that,  by 
raising  the  fortifications  which  I  have  proposed, 
and  placing  the  depot  near  the  ocean,  the  Chesa- 
peake, at  present  the  most  vulnerable  point  of  the 
coast,  would  become  one  of  the  strongest.  It 
would  become  itself  a  defence  to  our  seaboard. 

The  subjoined   sketch   of  the   waters  in  the 
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i  j?inity  of  the  Chesapeake,  was  furnished  me.  aMand  if  perfect  success  should  be  obiaioed  in  the 
;f  few  hours    iwtice.  bv  Mr.  Adams   nf  fhp  TTnifo/l     »ro/.tinn     it   i.  ^.,;.„ n -■   .i   ^i      .         .    ^ 


\  few  hours'  iwtice.  by  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  United 
ijtates'  Navy,  who  made  the  survey  of  the  Chesa- 
^rake  under  the  directions  of  the  Board.  The 
[f/ell  known  talents  and  precision  of  thi<  gentle- 
jlian.  leave  no  doubt  of  the  uccuracy  of  his  lines 
4J  bearing,  distance,  and  soundings.     You  will 

rrceive,  sir,  that  I  have  drawn  ray  facts  relative 
those  points,  from  this  document, 
v*.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 
^'J  STEPH12N  DECATUR. 

*  J  Hon.  B.  W.  Crowninshuld. 


^9py  of  the  communication  made  by  Commodore 
;  Damd  Porter,  Commissioner  of  the  Navy,  in  rela- 
%  :  iion  to  a  Site  for  a  Nava.'  Depot,  and  the  beat 
t  .means  to  the  adopted  for  the  defence  of  the  Chesa- 
5  jaeake  Bay. 

f  .  c  Njivv  CoMMiaaioNERs'  Office. 

♦ : "?  .  December  27,  1816. 

%  ?>>iR :  In  compliance  with  the  call  made  by  you 
^I'ihe  16ih  ultimo,  and  for  the  reasons  set  forth 
IK  'he  commiinication  made  to  you  by  the  Board. 


erection,  it  is  quite  problematical  whether  they 
would  succeed  at  all  time:?,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, in  preventing  the  passage  of  a  hostile 
fleet,  or  of  securing  to  themselves  the  neces.sary 
supplies  of  provisions  and  water,  when  invaded 
by  a  powerful  force.  Therefore,  for  an  uncer- 
tain object,  I  should  consider  it  unadvisable  to 
risk  the  destruction  or  injury  of  the  present  chan- 
nel into  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  opening  of 
another  that  would  require  equal  means  to  defend. 
If  Hampton  Roads  can  be  fortified,  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  in  my  opinion  (which  I  submit  with 
due  deference)  could  be  best  protected  by  a 
moveable  force,  that  can  seek  the  protection  of 
batteries  placed  there  and  at  York  river.  The 
chart  (not  yet  completed)  of  the  survey  made 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  the  report  of  the  surveying  officer,  will  place 
you  in  possession  of  the  distances,  depths  of 
water,  and  other  facts  that  have  produced  this 
opinion,  as  well  as  of  the  information  required 
by  the  examination  of  "Hampton  Roads  un  to 


to 


lie  cumiiinnicauon  raaae  lo  you  by  ine  Board,    \nrfnllr  »     It   ihpr»fr>ro    «„i..  ,         -— --'  -i- 
Vi  the  24th  instant.  I  have  now   he  honor  to  send     -^.°''°"'-      .^''  'therefore,  only  remains  for  me  . 

kvour  consideration,  facts,  and  my  owl  ^^^n- I  gJ^V"' H^t  "f  s^^^^^^^^^ 

.^s,  in  relation  to  the  points  to  which  you  have  I  fif^°l"  .  ,-Jfhi     i  '"®""'  '^''P'^  of  water,  at 

•li^^foii  .Ko  o.f^r^i; f  .k     r>  ■  r'  *''  tin^Ps,  tor  the   easy  ingress  and   eere^s  of  the 

^ijected  the  attention  of  tht-  Commissioners  of,  Urtrp^^f  shins   f  hav«  ain,t,-c  «^„  ^i^  j 

J|  Na^vy,  by   your  communication  of  the  7th    ^^:^:r^:f:;i^^^i:,^-:^^:[:^^^ 

{(ft  have'the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  your    tUT.^A  '^^^  ""^^7^'^'"•  ^^'^^  'o  the  extent  I 
.fcedient  servant.  D.  PORTER  " T  !  ,  ^  ""'^  examination  which  has 

it  rv^ixicn..        lafeiy  bg^^  nrnle.  discovers  more  water  over  the 

fiampton  Rc^ads,  it  is  belit-ved,  could  be  forti-  Aat^i  below  Craney  island,  than  was  ever  before 
I  to  advantage  by  means  of  batteries  placed  on  found;  but  yet  not  of  sufficient  depth  to  float,  at 
I  Point  Comfort,  and  on  the  .shoal  of  Wil-  I  *t  all  times,  ships  of  the  largest  class,  with  their 
.  ,  ghby's  Point,  in  fifteen  feet  water,  and  the  provisions,  water,  and  guns  on  board.  Added  to 
O.aance  between  batteries  so  placed  need  not  be  '"^^'ch,  the  channel  is  narrow,  difficult  to  be 
more  than  one  mile  and  a  quarter.  But  until  a  I  found,  and  never  to  be  passed,  by  ships  of  war 
5»ir  experiment  has  been  made  as  to  the  expense  !  ^'th  a  head  wind.  Under  these  circumstances! 
(Vt*'feciing  theia— the  effect  of  the  latter  on  the  I  ^  can  see  no  cause  for  changing  the  opinion  for- 
^l-tls  and  channels,  and  whether  it  could  resist  |  inerly  entertained;  and  will  now  add,  that   if  a 


iolence  of  the  waves  to  which  it  would  ne 
rA-arily  be  exposed— I  should  not  deem  it  ad- 


higher  perfection   in  our  naval  architecture,  or 
the  increased  size  of  our  ships,  should  render  a 


J    --    — ^ .    .^uv,.u<v>   uwi   utciij    11   au-     — -.->.  w.    »,w.    oiiipo,   ouuuiu    rciiuer  a 

ble  10  undertake  to  defend  the  Chesapeake  i  S^^^ter  draught  of  water  necessary,  and  our  ship* 


|«?recting  a  line  of  batteries  across  the  mouth 
^.^le  Bay,  as,  by  so  doing,  the  risk  would  be  in- 
ured of  expending  uselessly  many  millions  of 
lars,  of  choking  up  the  channel  on  one  side, 
J  of  changing  the  navigation  to  the  other;  by 
oS:ructing  the  waters,  and  thereby  causing  them 
to^.'bb  and  flow  in  larger  quantities,  and  with 
gT^.iter  rapidity,  on  the  north  side  of  the  mouth 
dikhe  Bay,  clearing  away  a  passage  for  the  iare 


are  not  to  be  put  into  a  slate  for  service  until 
their  arrival  in  Hampton  Roads;  if  they  are  then 
to  receive  theij-  guns,  their  provisions. 'and  their 
stores,  from  the  Naval  Depot ;  if  Hampton  Roads, 
instead  of  aff"ording  protection  to  the  whole  Ches-' 
apeake,  is  to  answer  only  the  purpose  of  protect- 
ing our  inoffensive  ships,  the  main  object  of  a 
Naval  Depot  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake, 
will  be  defeated,  and  the  objections  to  Norfolk 
proportionably  increased. 


e?^  jhips,  by  the  removal  of  the  lig°ht,  and  almost  I  proportionably  increa 

fl<«i  ing  saud  oii  that  side  of  the  Middle  Ground,  !      "ow  far  the  fortifications  of  Hampton   Roads 

e>Vts  fur 


si[e  and   convenient   channel  alrea 
e>v.ts  lur  vejsels  drawing  sixteen  feet  water.     ^ 
fai.ure  in  the  completion,  or  the  ultimate  destruc 
nca  of  the   bIo<;ks,  or   islands,  which    must  be 
sank  in  the  chasonel,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
su|h  batteries,  would  create  dangerous  shoals.* 

*  Engineers   say   it  would  require    nine  batterieg, 
nxjiinting  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 


may  justify  ships'  dropping  down  there  in  a  de- 
fenceless state  will  depend  on  experiments  yet  to 
made,  and  on  the  extent  of  those  experiments, 
ii  ivn^w  doubted  whether  one  of  our  largest 
ships,  unider  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
could  steer  through  the  narrow  and  crooked  drain, 
which  forms  the  channel  over  the  flats,  without 
grounding.    The  means,  however,  of  determining 

n.nl        ^  ,     I  r    7",: ""  """  ""/  I  ^^^^  P°*"'  *'^  fortUHBtely  at  hand,  and   it  would 

('Xm    '  i^k    L  ,  ,^,^^  P"^*?*^  ^^t'^een  Old  Point    not  be  difficult  to  make  the  trial.     York  river  op- 
effort  and  the  Middle  Ground.-^  |  po«s  no  obstacles  to  the  passage  of  the  largest 
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ships  as  high  up  as  the  Clay  Banks,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  the  most  suitable  place  on  that  stream 
for  a  navy  yard.  It  offers  advantages  in  streams 
of  water  for  labor-saving  purposen,  and  may  be 
protected  from  maritime  attack  by  baiterifs 
placfd  at  York  and  Gloucester  point.s,  and  near 
the  channel  on  the  Oyeier  Shoals  above,  (which 
are  bare  at  low  water,)  as  well  as  on  the  shoalest 
part  of  York  Spit;  and  the  passage  of  au  enemy 
may  be  retarded  by  means  of  booms,  and  other 
obstructions.  The  climate  is  said  to  be  subject 
to  the  same  diseases  as  those  which  prevail  at 
Norfolk,  and  ii  is  said  lo  be  liable  to  attack  from 
Severn  river.  It  has,  however,  thi.s  advantage- 
over  Norfolk,  (in  addition  to  its  depth  of  water.) 
that  ships  can  go  to  sea  with  most  winds  with 
which  they  leave  the  placenamed  as  most  suitable 
for  a  Naval  Depot.  Captain  Sinclair's  reports  and 
surrey  of  York  river  will  afford  you  further  infor- 
mation on  this  subject.  The  Tangier  islands 
were  surveyed  by  Captain  R.  T.  Spence— to  that 
survey  and  the  report  which  accompanies  it.  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  all  the  information  I 
possess  respecting  them. 

Commodore  Rodgers^nd  myself,  on  our  passage 
down  the  Potomac,  in  conformity  with  your  in- 
structions, touched  in  at  St.  Mary's  which  is  sit- 
uated ne^  its  mouth.  In  point  of  healthiness  of 
situ^uon,  security  from  maritime  attack,  and  (I 
am  informed)  from  le,  excellence  of  harbor,  and 
the  easy  ingress  and  egress  to  an  inner  har- 
bor, at  all  timet;,  to  ships  drawing  not  more  than 
twenty-four  feet  and  a  half  of  water,  the  advan- 
tages It  offers  by  means  of  streams  of  water  for 
labor-saving  purposes, and  its  convenience  to  for- 
ests of  fine  limber.  St.  Mary's  is.  in  my  opinion, 
superior  to  any  other  place  of  which  I  have  a 
knowledge  on  the  Chesapeake  for  a  Naval  Depot. 

How  far  its  distance  from  the  sea,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  concentraimg  a  land  force  for  its  pro- 
tection from  an  enemy  (which  may  attack  it 
from  the  Patuxtnt)  may  weigh  against  these  ad- 
vantages, or  whether  it  may  be  considered  a  dis- 
advantage to  have  so  concentrated,  in  a  hfalihy 
situation,  a  force  which  may  easily  be  transported 
for  a  protection  of  other  important  points,  or.  in 
fine,  (taking  into  consideration  its  central  position, 
and  the  speed  with  which  vessels  may  get  to 
sea  with  a  favorable  wind,  through  both  channels 
of  the  Chesapeake,)  whether  such  objections 
should  be  considered  disadvantages,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  the  decisions  of  Government :  they 
involve  military  question  of  v/hich  I  am  not  a 
competent  judge.  I  shall  merely  observe,  firstly, 
that  whatever  objections  may  be  made  to  the 
distance  of  St.  Mary's  from  the  ocean,  when  we 
measure  the  sinuosities  of  ihe  channel,  we  shall 
find  the  objection  nearly  as  strong  lo  Norfolk. 
And  when  we  take  into  estimation  the  time  re- 
quired lo  sail  this  distance,  we  shall  find  the  com- 
parison in  favor  of  St.  Mary's  :  and  secondly,  that 
whatever  objection  may  be  made  to  the  assem- 
blage of  a  military  force  for  ihe  protection  of  St. 
Mary's,  still  stronger  objections  might  be  made 
to  their  assemblage  from  the  distant  parts  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  defence  of  Norfolk.     And  the  same 


remark  may  apply  to  York.     Norfolk  has  owed 
its  protection   to  troops  drawn  from   Richmond, 
which  was  thereby   left  exposed  to  attack.     St. 
I  Mary's  would  be  guarded  by  those  from  Baltimore 
I  and   Washington,  and  placed  in  the  most  favor- 
!  able  situation  to  enable  ihem  to  aid  in  their  de- 
j  fence,  as  well  as  ihat  of  Richmond.     The  estab- 
I  lishment  of  a  Naval  Depot  at  St.  Mary's  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  plan  suggested  for  protec- 
ting the  Chesapeake  by  means  of  a  moveable  force 
that   shall   seek    the    protection   of    batteries   at 
Hampton  Roads  and  York  river.    The  protection 
of  St.  Mary's  would  depend  greatly  on  that  force, 
and  thedestructionof  the  Naval  Depot, established 
there,  would    require  a  force  (in  addition  to  the 
one  left  to  watch  our  fleet)   proportioned  lo  the 
protecting  force  stationed  at  St.  Mary's;  for  it  is 
not  usual  or  prudent  to  leave  an  enemy  unguard- 
ed in  the  rear,  when  he  may  be  in  a  situation  to 
avail  himself  of  the  advantages  which  a  defeat 
might  offer. 

A  superior  enemy's  fleet  which  could  (by  pla- 
cing itself  between  the  Naval  Depot  and  St. 
Mary's,  and  our  naval  rendezvous  at  Hampton 
Roads)  cut  off  all  communication  between  them, 
could,  by  blockade,  render  both  fleet  and  depot 
equally  useless,  were  the  latter  at  Norfolk.  The 
command  of  our  own  waters,  (the  object  for  de- 
fending the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake.)  would 
secure  to  us  an  easy  communication  between  our 
fleet  and  depot.  And  if  this  superiority  is  not  to 
be  obtained,  our  Naval  Depot,  placed  wherever  it 
may  be.  will  not  answer  the  end  for  which  it  was 
intended. 

A  Naval   Depot  at  St.  Mary's  would  afford  a 
safe  and  commodious  Winter  retreat  for  our  fleet>, 
which  experience  has  taught  me  cannot  be  found 
in  Hampton  Roads,  and  which  I  have  reason  to 
believe  cannot  be  found  la  York  river.     It  would, 
from  its  central  and  convenient  situation,  afford 
protection  and   convoy  to   the  commerce  of  the 
whole  bay,  even  were  its  mouih  blockaded  by  an 
enemy's  fleet ;  an  advantage  which  could  not  be 
afforded  by  York  or  Norfolk.     It  would  serve  as 
a  rendezvous  for  the  light  cruisers  from  Balti- 
more, where  they  could  easily  elude  an  enemy's 
blockading  fleet,  by  availing  themselves  of  the 
choice  of  channels ;  an  advantage  which  York 
does  not  possess  in  so  great  a  degree,  and  one  of 
which  Norfolk  has  been  found  to  be  entirely  des- 
titute.    The  blockade  of  the  mouth  of  the  Ches- 
apeake would  constitute  the  blockade  of  Hampton 
Roads;  consequently  the  supplies  of  the  Naval 
Depot,  placed  there,  would   be  limited  to  those 
received  by   the  canals,  and   by  the  waters  dis- 
charging themselves  into  Hampton  Roads;  white 
the  whole  resources  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  its 
tributary  streams,  as  well  as  those  which  may  be 
afforded  by  the  projected  canals  connecting  its 
waters  with   the  Delaware,  will  be  open  to  St. 
Mary's. 

A  military  force  stationed  at  St.  Mary's  can  aid 
in  the  defence  of  every  part  of  the  bay  expo;»ed 
to  attack,  while  such  aid  has  never  beeii,fo^Kul  in 
the  force  stationed  at  Norfolk,  nor  is  it  nelieved 
il  would  in  any  stationed  at  York.     And.  finally, 
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i**  the  eiperiment  of  fortifying  Hampton  Roads  ' 
should  not  .s»icceed.  a  naval  force  that  can  issue  ' 
from  St.  Mary's  would  not  be  less  formidable,  nor  ! 
■^Jford  less  protection  to  the  Chesapeake,  than  one  ' 
'siationed  thffe  or  at  York.  . 

In  closing  these  remarks  allow  me  to  observe  j 
that  I  should  regret  extremely  that  any  difference  i 
c(  opinion  existed    as  to  the   most  suitable  point  , 
for  establishing  a  Naval  Depot,  were  I  not  per-  ■ 
loaded  that  this  indifference  will  be  the  means  of  j 
'placing  you  in  possession  of  the  best  information  , 
Ui  to  the  merits  and  defects  of  the  places  under  I 
^examination.     And  I  am   happy  to  have  in  my 
power  to  say.  that  there  appears  to  be  but  one 
;Opinion  among  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  ne- 
*ffssity  of  surh  an  establishment  somewhere  on 
(he  waters  of  the  Chesapeake.     Reasons  of  a  po- 
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litical  nature  which  may  weigh  for  or  against  the 

rrticular  spot  to  be  selected  for  a  Naval  Depot, 
leave  to  politicians  ;  unbiassed  by  local  inter- 
ests or  local  prejudices,  I  have  given  ray  opinion 
solely  in  regard  to  the  utility  of  such  an  estab- 
lishmeot.  I  give  them  with  deference;  but  with 
a  perfect  conviction,  in  my  own  mind,  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  position,  that  the  defence  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  the  utility  of  a  Naval  Depot  on 
its  waters,  will  depend  more  on  the  conveniences 
and  resources  it  can  furnish,  than  the  position  of 
the  depot.  A  Naval  Depot  is  the  source  whence 
all  the  members  receive  their  supplies  and  vigor 
to  defend,  not  a  particular  spot  or  place,  but  the 
whole  body  corporate — not  for  the  advantage  of 
any  particular  section,  but  for  that  of  the  whole 
Union.  D.  PORTER. 


PUBLIC   ACTS   OF   CONGRESS; 


PA88ED  AT  THE    SECOND    SESSION  OF  THE    FOURTEENTH    CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  2.  1816. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  duties 
OD  imports  and  tonnage.  { 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate   and   House  of 
Representatives  of  the    L'nited  States  of  Amer- 
ica^ in    Congress  assembled.  That  the   tonnage 
duties  to  be  paid  by  ships  or  vessels  which  shall ' 
be  entered   in    the  United  States,  excepting  only 
such  foreign  ships  or  vessels  as  shall  be  entered 
from  any  foreign   port  or  place  to  or  with  which 
vessels  of  the   United   States   are   not   ordinarily 
permitted  to  go  and  trade,  shall  be  the  same  as 
are  provided    by  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  impo- 
sing duties  on   the   tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels," 
passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our   Lord   one  thousand  seven   hundred   and 
ninety:  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  , 
act  contained  shall  be  deemed  in  anywise  to  im- 
pair any  rights  and  privileges  which  have  been  i 
or  may  be  acquired   by  any  foreign  nation  under  I 
the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States  rela- 
tive to  the  duty  on  tonnage  of  vessels. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on 
all  foreign  ships  or  vessels,  which  shall  be  en- 
tered in  the  United  Slates  before  the  thirtieth 
day  of  Jane  next,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
to  and  with  which  vessels  of  the  United  States 
are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  go  and  trade, 
there  shall  be  paid  a  duty  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
lars per  ton.  And  the  duties  provided  by  this 
act  shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same  ' 
manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  are 
prescribed  by  law  in  relation  to  the  duties  upon 
tonnage  now  in  force. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 
HENRY  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  KepresentcUives. 

Approved,  January  14.  1817. 

JAMES  MADISON, 


An  Act  to  authorize  a  new  edition  of  the  collection  of 
laws  respectinj^  ihe  public  lands. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United    States  be,  and   hereby   is,  authorized  to 
cause    the    collection    of  laws,   resolutions,   and 
treaties,  printed   under  authority  of  an  act,  enti- 1 
tied  "  An  act  providing  for  the  printing  and  dis- 1 
tributing  of  such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  i 
respect  the  public   lands."  passed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 1 
dred  and  ten.  to  be  revised,  and  the  acts  passed,  | 
and   treaties  formed,  subsequent  to  the  publica-  i 
tioQ  of  the  said  coUeciioD,  aad  relating  to  the ; 


public  lands,  to  be  embraced  therein  ;  the  acts  to 
be  digested  and  arranged  in  their  proper  order, 
and  fifteen  hundred  copies  thereof  to  be  printed 
and  preserved  for  the  future  disposition  of  Con- 
gress. 

Approved,  January  20,  1817. 


An  Act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  subeist- 
ence  of  the  Army  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  towards  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  Army  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  there  be  appropri- 
ated the  sura  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  22,  1817. 


An  Act  to  repeal,  after  the  close  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,   the    act,  entitled  "An  act   to  change 
the  mode  of  compensation   to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  and  the  del- 
egates from   Territories,"  passed  the   nineteenth  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
Be  it  enacted.  <fc.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
close  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compen- 
sation to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  and   the  delegates  from  Ter- 
ritories,"  passed    the  nineteenth    of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided  always, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  revive  any  act  or  acts  or  parts  of  acts  repealed 
or  suspended  by  the  act  hereby  repealed. 
Approved,  February  6, 1817. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  promions  of  the  act  to  author- 
ize certain  officers  and  other  persons  to  administer 
oaths,  approved  May  the  third,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc.  That  the  chairman  of  any 
standing  committee,  either  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives or  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  empowered  to  administer  oaths  or  a£Er- 
mations  to  witnesses  in  any  case  under  their  ex- 
amination ;  and  any  person  who  shall  be  guilty 
of  perjury  before  such  committee  shall  be  liable 
to  the  pains,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  prescribed 
for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  wilful  and 
corrupt  perjury. 

Approved,  February  8,  1817. 
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Afl  Act  to  ameDd  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 

_■>■   the  payment  of  a  «um  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart 
C:;,an<l  others." 

'y\'  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  money  auihor- 
;'j2ed  to  be  paid  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  his  associ- 
X  Jites.  of  Dorchester  county,  in  the  Stale  of  Mary- 
i|«pd.  or  to  their  legal  representatives,  by  an  act 
\^f  Congress  approved  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
'•>f  April,  one  ihoHsand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
Vn.  shall  be  paid  to  the  followins:  person?",  their 
'',^al  representatives  or  agents,  viz:  The  said 
iseph  Stewart,  Moses  Navy,  John  Bell.  Moses 
,;ogheffan,  Malhias  Travers.  Samuel  Travers. 
jenry  K.  Travers,  Hicks  North,  Thomas  Tolly. 
.K'seph  Cator.  John  Willoby.  James  Hooper, 
Sugh  Roberts,  John  Tolly,  Moses  Simmons. 
Robert  Travers.  John  Simmons,  Edward  Sim- 
.•iions,  William  Powers,  William  Geoghegan,  (of 
James.)  William  Geoghegan.  (of  Moses.)  Jere- 
/ijfah  Spicer.  Travers  Spicer.  Jeremiah  Travers, 
^Vrlliam  Dovh.  Thomas  Woolen.  Samuel  Ed- 
fl4«>idsoo.  Henry  Corder,  Roger  Tregal.  Thomas 
i^tnold,  Samuel  Creighton.  Jeremiah  Creighton, 
ifrojamin  Ke«ne.  Thomas  Lecompte,  James 
IJerumpte.  Fountain  Lecompte,  Elijah  Tall. 
U^aries  Woodland.  William  Barnes,  William  M. 
iti*J)inson,  Joseph  Saunders,  and  Daniel  Wilson. 
>  {Hec.  2.  And  be  it/urther enacted,  That  the  mo- 
»i>y  authorized  to  be  paid  to  Samuel  Jennison.  of 
*jt;  Mary's  county,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  or 
^(i-his  legal  representatives,  by  the  third  section 
of  .he  above  rtcited  act,  shall  be  paid  to  Samuel 
T?nnison,  his  legal  representative  or  agent,  of 
ijr.  Mary's  couuiy.  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 
:'Approved,  February  8,  1S17. 
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An  Act  providing  for  the  division  of  certain  quarter- 
sections,  in  future  sales  of  the  pubUc  lanJu. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  September  next,  the  sections  designa- 
ted by  number  two.  five,  twenty,  twenty-three, 
thirty,  and  thirty-three,  in  each  and  evei;y  town- 
ship of  the  public  lands,  the  sale  ofVwhich  is 
now.  or  hereafter  may  be,  authoring  by  law, 
shall  be  offered  for  sale  either  in  quarter  sections' 
or  half  quarter  sections,  at  the  option  of  the  pur- 
chaser;  and  in  every  case  of  the  division  of  a 
quarter  section,  the  portion  shall  bekmade  by  a 
line  running  due  north  and  south.  sflKn  every 
other  respect  the  said  sections  shallH||^red, 
whether  at  public  or  private  sale,  on  th^hme 
terras  and  conditions  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  by 
law.  provided  for  the  sale  of  the  other  public 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  22,  1817. 


Ah  Act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act,  enti- 
tfed  "An  act  roncerning  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen, 
i,id  marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States." 
y^e  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  second  section  of 
aiji.act,   entitled  '"An  act  concerning  the  pay  of 
th*  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of 
'j^  .Unued    States,'"    passed    the    eighteenth    of 
A'nl,   in   the   year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
tfid; fourteen,  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed 
AJpproved,  February  22,  J817. 


addition  to  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
VrJ^M.  and  Laniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the  officers 
Ji.J  men  lately  under  their  command." 

Jie  It  enacted,  «fc.,   That,  for  the  purpose  of 
c#rying  into  effect  the  act,  entitled  '-An  act  for 
thX  relief  of  George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Pal- 
te.^on.  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under  their 
cojflraand,"    the  Secretaries  of  War  and   Navy 
ar^j  liereby  authorized  and  required,  by  and  with 
fh^  approbation   of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,   to   draw,  by  their  warrant   or   warrants, 
frijin  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  out  of 
an/ moneys  therein,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
lb*  sum  appropriated  by  the  said  act.  and  to  ap- 
p(>nt  an  agent  or  agents  to  disburse  the  same. 
ac^M^rding  to  the  true  intent  and  meaoiog  of  the 
an  aforesaid, 
"^proved,  February  22,  1817. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  grounds  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Commissioner  for 
the  superintendence   of  the  Public  Buildings  in 
the   City  of  Washinaton    be.  and    he   hereby  i», 
authorized   to  lay  off  into  building  lots  all  that 
part  of  the  public  reservation  of  ground  in  the 
said  city,  numbered   ten,  lying  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Pennsylvania  avenue,  between  Third  and 
Four-aod-an-half  streets  west,  embraced  by  the 
whole  of  the  front  of  said   reservation    on   said 
avenue,  and  extending  back,  or  northwardly,  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  feet;  and.  under  the  di- 
rection o'{  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
sell  any  number  of  such  lots,  not  exceeding  one- 
half  of  the  whole  number,  and  the  avails  thereof 
to  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ; 
and   in  such   sales  the   Commissioner  is  hereby 
directed    to  reserve  to  the    United  States  every 
other  lot.  except  in  particular  cases   it   may  be 
expedient  to  sell  two  or  more  contiguous  lots  • 
but  all  sales  made  in  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be' 
under  and  upon  the  express  condition,  that  the 
purchaser  shall  build  and  finish,or  cause  to  be  built 
and  finished,  within  three  years  from  the  day  of 
sale,  a  good  and  substantial  brick  or  stone  house,  of 
not  less  than  three  stories   high,  exclusive  of  the 
basement  story,  nor  less    than    twenty-five    fee< 
front;  and   in   failure  of  a  compliance  with  the 
said  conditions,  or  any  of  them,  the   lots  so  sold 
shall  revert  to  the   United  States,  and  the  party 
failing  shall  incur  a  forfeiture  of  any  and  all  mo- 
neys which  may  have  been  paid  for  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  sales  aforesaid  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
any  moneys  which  may  hereafter  be  expended 
lor  the  public  buildings  and  public  improvements 
in  tiie  City  of  Washington. 
Approved.  February  24,  1817. 

An  Act  granting  a  pension   to   Commodore   Ricbard 

Taylor. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,   from   and   after  the 
third  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  bun- 
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dred  and  sixteen,  a  pension  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum  be  allowed  to  Commodore  Rich- 
ard Taylor,  in  consequence  of  a  total  disability 
arising  from  a  wound  received  in  a  conflict  with 
the  enemy  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  while  in 
the  command  of  a  flotilla  in  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake,  under  a  commission  of  captain  in 
the  navy  from  the  Stale  of  Virginia  ;  to  be  paid 
to  him,  the  said  Taylor,  half  yearly,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated by  law. 

Approved,  March  1,  1S17. 


An  Act  authorizing  vessels  departing  from  the  town 
of  Bayou  St.  John  and  Basin  of  the  Canal  de  Ca- 
rondelet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at  the  cus- 
tom-house in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Be  \t  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  ships  or  vessels, 
about  to  depart  for  f^oreign  ports  or  placet),  from 
the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John,  or  Basin  of  the 
Canal  de  Caroodelel,  shall  be  permitted  to  clear 
out,  with  their  cargoes,  at  the  custom-house,  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  depart,  under  the 
same  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  and  in 
every  respect  in  the  same  manner,  as  vessels 
clearing  out  and  departing,  for  foreign  ports,  from 
the  said  city  of  New  Orleans,  by  way  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Approved,  .March  1,  1817. 


An  Act  making  reservation  of  certain  public  lands  to 
supply  timber  for  Naval  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be  authorized,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  cause  such  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  of  the  United  Slates  as  produce  the  live 
oak  and  red  cedar  timbers  to  be  explored,  and  se- 
lection to  be  made  of  such  tracts  or  portions 
thereof,  where  the  principal  growth  is  of  either  of 
the  said  timbers,  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  furnish  for  the  Navy  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  the  said  limbers.  The  said  Secretary  shall 
have  power  to  employ  such  agent  or  agents  and 
surveyor  as  he  may  deem  necei^sary  for  the  afore- 
said purpose,  who  shall  report  to  him  the  tracts 
by  them  selected,  with  the  boundaries  ascertained 
and  accurately  designated  by  actual  survey  or 
water  courses,  which  report  shall  be  laid  before 
the  President,  which  he  may  approve  or  reject,  in 
whole  or  in  part ;  and  the  tracts  of  lands  thus  se- 
lected wilh  the  approbation  of  the  President  shall 
be  reserved,  unltss  otherwise  directed  by  law. 
from  any  future  sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  be 
appropriated  to  the  sole  purpose  of  .supplying  lim- 
ber for  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates;  Provided, 
That  nothing  in  tins  section  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  prejudice  the  rights  of  any  person  or 
persons  claiming  lands  which  may  be  reserved  as 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
raon    or   persons  shall  cut  any  timber   on   the 
ands  reserved  as  aforesaid,  or  s^hall  remove  or  be 
employed  in  removing  timber  from  the  same,  un- 
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less  duly  authorized  so  to  do.  by  order  of  a  com- 
petent officer,  and  for  tiie  use  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
cut  any  live  oak  or  red  cedar  timber  on,  or  remove 
or  be  employed  in  removing  from  any  other  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  dis- 
pose of  the  same  for  transportation  to*any  port  or 
place  within  the  United  Stales,  or  for  exportation 
to  any  foreign  country,  such  person  or  persons  so 
offending  and  being  thereof  duly  convicted  before 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  pay 
a  hne  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  and  be 
imprisoned  not  exceeding  six  month?. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the 
master,  owner,  or  consignee,  of  any  ship  or  ves- 
sell,  shall  knowingly  take  on  board  any  timber 
cut  on  lands  reserved  as  aforesaid,  without  proper 
authority  and  for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  or  bhall 
take  on  board  any  live  oak  or  red  cedar  timber, 
cut  on  any  other  lands  of  the  United  Stales,  with 
intent  to  transport  the  same  to  any  port  or  place 
within  the  United  States,  or  to  export  the  same 
to  any  foreign  country,  the  ship  or  vessel  on  board 
of  which  the  same  shall  be  seized,  shall,  with  her 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  be  wholly  forfeited. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
timber  as  aforesaid  shall,  contrary  to  the  prohibi- 
tions of  this  act,  be  exported  to  any  foreign  coun- 
try, iheship  or  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  have 
been  exported  shall  be  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  the 
captain  or  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  for  taking  on 
board,  transporting,  or  exporting  limber  by  force 
of  this  act,  shall  be  sued  for,  recovered,  and  dis- 
tributed, and  accounted  for  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
and  shall  be  mitigated  or  remitted  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  miligdiiog  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penal- 
ties, and  di^abilitie.s.  accruing  in  certain  cases 
therein  mentioned." 

Approved,  March  1, 1817. 


An  Act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western  part  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c..  That  the  inhabitants  of  the 
western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  form  for  themselves 
a  coQslilution  and  Stale  government,  and  to  as- 
sume such  name  as  they  shall  deem  proper;  and 
the  said  State,  when  formed,  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  upon  the  same  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  Slate  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  inclu- 
ded within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit :  Be- 
ginning on  the  river  Mississippi  at  the  point 
where  the  souihero  boundary  line  of  the  State  of 
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^'^ennessee  strikes  the  same,  thence  east  aloo^  the 

•  i^iid  boQDdary  line  to  the  Tennessee  rirer,  thence 

ixp   the    samtf    to    the    mouth    of  Bear    creek, 

\^ence  bjr  a  d'.rect  line  to  the  northwest  corner  of 

j*e  county  of  Washineton,  thence  due  south  to 

»€  Gulf  of  Mexico,  ihence  westwardly,  includ- 

f.g  ail  the' islands  within  six  leagues  of  the  shore, 

the  most  eastern  junction  of  Pearl  rirer  with 

i.ake  Borgne,  thence  up  said  river  to  the  thirty- 

[rst  degree  of  north  latitude,  thence  west  along 

le  said  degrte  of  latitude  to  the  Mississippi  river, 

jbence  up  the  same  to  the  beginning. 

Sec.  3.  A*id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
free  white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
''vho  shall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
'years,  and  resided  within  the  said  Territory  at 
feast  one  year  previous  to  the  time  of  holding  the 
election,  and  shall  have  paid  a  county  or  territo- 
rial tax.  and  all  persons  having  in  other  respects 
tfjC  legal  qualifications  to  vote  for  representatives 
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tween  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
or  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States :  And 
provided  also.  That  the  said  conventioo  shall 
provide,  by  an  ordinance  irrevocable  without  the 
consent  of  the  United  States,  thai  the  people  in- 
habiting the  said  Territory  do  agree  and  declare 
that  they  forever  disclaim  all  rignt  or  tiile  to  the 
waste  or  unappropriated  lands  lying  within  the 
said  Territory,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  and  re- 
main at  the  sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  moreover,  that  each  and  every 
tract  of  land  sold  by  Congress,  shall  be  and  re- 
main exempt  from  any  ^x  laid  by  the  order,  or 
under  the  authority,  of/  the  Stale,  whether  for 
State,  county,  townshijj,  parish,  or  any  other  pur- 
pose whatever,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  from 
and  after  the  respective  ilays  of  the  sales  thereof, 
and  that  the  lands  belong>iig  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  residing  without   the  said   State, 

,^  I  A  L  •  *''*"  never  be  taxed   higher   than  the  lands  be- 

y&  the  (jreneral  Assembly  of  the  Territory,  be,  and  |  longing  to  persons  residing  therein  ;  and  that  no 

jFey  are  hereby,  authorized  to  choose  represenia-    taxes  Hhall  be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of 

;j^es  to  form  a  convention,  who  shall  be  appor-    the  United  Slates,  and  that  the  river  Mississippi, 

^l^bned  among    the  several    counties  within    the    and  the  navigable  rivers  and  waters  leading  into 

||id  Territories,  as  follows,   to    wit:    from    the  j  the  same,  or   into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  shall  be 

Ifunty  of  Warren,  two  representatives;  from  the  j  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as  well  to 

Jaunty  of  Claiborne,  four  representatives;  from    the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State,  as  to  other  citi- 

)r{ie  county  of  Jefferson,  four  representatives;  from    zens  of  the  United  States,  without  any  tax,  duty, 

^e  county  of  Adams, eight  representatives;  from    impost,  or    toll,   therefor,    imposed    by   the   said 

|^€  county  of  Franklin,  two  representatives  ;  from    State. 

A'e  county    (jf    Wilkinson,    six  representatives; 

Kom  the  couflty  of  Amite,  six    repres«ntatives; 

Jom   the  county  of   Pike,   four  representatives; 

gom  the  county  of  Lawrence,   two  representa- 

fcves;  from  the  county  of  Marion,  two  represen- 
alives;  from  the  county  of  Hancock,  two  repre- 

«<,«tatives;  from  ihe  county  of  Wayne,  two  rep- 

ttfentatives;  from  the  county  of  Greene,  two  rep- 

ie«;entatives;  from  the  county  of   Jackson,  two 

itt^resentativea  :   and    the  election  of  the  repre- 

ijeptatives  shall   be  holden  on  the  first  Monday 

Ikd  Tuesday  *n  June  next,  throughout  the  seve- 
ral counties  abovementioned,  and  shall  be  con- 

^gcted  in  the  ^me  manner  as  is  prescribed  by  the 

laj^s  of  said  Territory,  regulating  elections  there- 

m  for   memb<rrs   of  the   House   of   Represenia- 

tires. 

, :  JSbc.  4.  Anrf.  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 

.WJmbers  of  the   convention,  thus  duly  elected, 

b^,  and  they  bereby  are,  authorized  to  meet  at  the 

l<|pvn  of  Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  of  July 

0^1;  which  convention,  when  met,  shall   first 

(Jjctermine,   by:  a  majority  of  the  whole   number 

^cted,  whetber  it  be  or  be  not  expedient,  at  that 

bijie,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 

^»ent  for  the  people  within  the  said  Territory  ; 

^itd  if  it  be  determined  to  be  expedient,  the  can- 

•,«iiion  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to 

fo-in  a  constitution  and  Stale  governraeni :  Pro- 

vided,  That  the  same,  when  formed,  shall  be  re- 

j^V^blican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  principles  of 

iHif  ordinance  of  the  13th  of  July,  one  thousand  se- 

\£fl  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  between  the  people 

\ui  States  of  the  territory  nonhwest  of  the  river 

^^io,  so  far  asy  the  same  has  been  extended  to  the 

i^d  territory  by  the 

*i 


articles  of  agreement  be- 


Sec.5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  five  per 
cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within 
the  said   Territory,  and  which  shall  be  sold  by 
Congress  from  and  after  the  tirst  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to 
the  same,  shall   be  reserved  for  making  public 
roads  and  canals;  of  which,  three-filths  shall  be 
applied  to  those  objects   within    the  said  State, 
under   the  direction    of  the  Legislature  thereof, 
and  two-fifths   to  the  making  of  a  road  or  roads 
leading  to  the  said  State,  under  the  direction  of 
Congress :     Provided,  That    the   application   of 
such  proceeds  shall  not  be  made  until  after  pay- 
ment is  completed  of  the  one  million  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  due  to  the  State 
of  Georgia,  in  consideration  of  the  cession  to  the 
United  States,  nor   until  the  payment  of  all  the 
stock  which  has  been  or  shall  be  created  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,"  shall  be  completed:    And 
provided  also,    That  the  said  five  per  cent,  shall 
not  be  calculated  on  any  part  of  such  proceeds  as 
shall  be  applied   to   the  payment  of  the  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  due 
to  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  consideration  of  the 
cession  to  the  United  Stales,  or   in  payment  of 
the  stock  which  has  or  shall  be  created  by  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for   ihe  indemnifica- 
tion of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory." 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  until 
the  next  general  census  shall  be  taken,  the  said 
State  stiall  be  entitled  to  one  representative  in  the 
House  of  Representaiives  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  1,  1817. 
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Ab  Act  scpplemeotary  to   an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
oonceming  the  Navai  EstablishmeoL" 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  every  purser  now  in 
service,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  appointed,  shall, 
instead  of  the  bond  required  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  enter  into  bond  with  two  or 
more  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  penalty  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  all  his  duties  as  purser  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  which  sureties  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  judge  or  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  io  which  such  purser  shall 
reside. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 

and  after   the  first  day  of  May  next,  no  person 

^  shall  act  in  the  character  of  purser,  who  shall  not 

Sinter  into  bond  as  aforesaid,  excepting  pursers  on 

listant  service,  who  shall   not  remain  in  service 

onger  than  two  months  after  their  return  to  the 

United  States,  unless  they  shall  comply  with  the 

provisions  of  the  first  section  of  ths  act. 

Approved,  March  1,  1817. 


An  Act  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and  packeU  to 
and  from  James  Madison. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  all  letters  and  packets 
to  aad  from  James  Madison,  now  President  of 
the  United  States,  after  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office,  and  during  his  life,  shall  be  car- 
ried by  the  mail  free  of  postage. 

Approved,  March  1,  1817. 


An  Act  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives 
of  the  late  war. 

Be  it  enacted.  «fc..  That  the  proper  accouotinr' 
officer  of  the  War  Department  be.  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  any  person  who  may  have  redeemed  and  pur- 
chased from  captivity  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  taken  prisoner  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  upon  the  same  principles  and  rules 
of  evidence  by  which  other  claims  are  adjusted 
in  said  Department :  Provided,  That  in  no  case 
shall  a  greater  sum  be  allowed  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

Approved^  March  1,  1817. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ••  An  act  for 
the  more  conveDient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in 
eiril  causes,  depending  in  the  courU  of  the  United 
8ut«." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Thai  the  commissioners 
who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  appointed  by 
virtue  of  the  act,  entiiled  ''An  act  for  the  more 
convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in  civil 
causes,  depending  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,"  are  hereby  authorized  to  take  affidavits 
and  bail  in  civil  causes,  to  be  used  in  the  several 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  and 
may  exercise  all  the  powers  that  a  justice  or 
judge  of  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Sutes 
may  exercise  by  virtue  of  the  thirtieth  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to  establish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  States." 
Approved,  March  1,  1817. 


An  Act  concerning  the   NavigatioQ  of  the   United 

8ut«s. 
Be  U  enacted,  fc.  That,  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  September  next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  except  in  vesaels 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  such  foreign  vessels 
as  truly  and  wholly  belong  to  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  that  country  of  wtiich  the  goods  are  the 
growth,  production,  or  manufacture;  or  from 
which  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  can 
only  be,  or  most  usually  are.  first  shipped  for 
transportation:  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  this 
regulation  shall  not  extend  to  the  vessels  of  any 
foreign  nation  which  has  not  adopted,  and  which 
shall  not  adopt,  a  similar  regulation. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  Slates,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  and  the  ship  or  vessel  where- 
in the  same  shall  be  imported,  together  wilh  her 
cargo,  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  shall  be  for- 
feited to  the  United  States;  and  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  ship,  or  vessel,  and  cargo, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  con- 
demned, in  like  manner,  and  under  the  same  reg- 
ulations, restriction?,  anid  provisions,  as  have  been 
heretofore  established  for  the  recovery,  collection, 
distribution,  and  remission,  of  forfeitures  to  the 
United  Slates  by  the  several  revenue  laws. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after 
the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  the  bounties 
and  allowances  now  granted  by  law  to  the  own- 
ers of  boats  or  vessels  engaged  in  the  fisheries, 
shall  be  paid  only  on  boats  or  vessels,  the  officers 
and  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  crewk  of  which 
shall  be  proved,  to  ihe  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
of  the  district  where  such  boat  or  vessel  shall 
belong,  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  per- 
sons not  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
State. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported, 
under  penally  of  forfeiture  thereof,  from  one 
port  of  the  United  States  to  another  port  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  vessel  belonging  wholly  or  in 
pan  to  a  subject  of  any  foreign  Power;  but  this 
clause  shall  not  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  sail- 
ing of  any  foreign  vessel  from  one  to  another 
port  of  the  United  States,  provided  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandi.se,  other  than  those  imported 
in  such  vessel  from  some  foreign  port,  and  which 


shall    not   have    been  unladen,   shall   be 

the 


carried 
United 


from  one  port  or  place  to  another  in 
States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after 
the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  there  shall 
be  paid  a  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  upon  every 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  which  shall 
be  entered  in  a  district  in  one  Slate  from  a  dis- 
trict in  another  State,  except  it  be  an  adjoining 
State  on  the  seacoast,  or  on  a  navigable  river  or 
lake,  and  except,  also,  it  be  a  coasting  vessel  going 
from  Long  island,  m  the  State  of  New  York,  to 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  to  the  said  Long  Island,  having  on 


% 
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board   goods,  scares,  and   merchandise,  taken  in 

oflje  State,  to  be  delivered  in  another  Slate:   Pro- 

^Ti4ed,  That   ii  shall    not  be  paid  on  any  ship  or 

>-e;,sel  having  a  license  to  trade  between  the  dif- 

f^ient  districts  of  the  United  States,  or  to  carry 

0|£the  bank  or  whale  fisheries,  noore  than  once  a 

yesr:  And  •provided,  also.  That,  if  the  owner  of 

afij  such  vessel,  or  his  agent,  shall  prove,  to  the 

jM^sfaction  of  the  collector,  that  three-fourths  at 

;l<T«(*t  of  the  crew  thereof  are  American  citizens, 

'o?yersons  not  |he  subjects  of  any  foreign  Prince 

rorState.  the  doty  to  be  paid   in  such  case  shall 

,b«|only  at  the  pate  of  six  cents  per  ton  ;  but  noth- 

■inS  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or 

ia^ct  any  exemption   from  tonnage  duty  given 

jbj-tbe  eighth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 

'tu:provide  for  the  establishment  of  certain  dis- 

Hricls,"  and  therein  to  amend  an  act.  entitled  "An 

.:aci  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 

aoB  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after 
.jl]l(j  thirtieth  dry  of  September  next,  there  shall 
ti'-paid  upon  every  ship  or  ve.ssel  of  the  United 
feilites,  which  shall  be  entered  \ji  the  United 
Slates,  from  aay  foreign  port  or  place,  unless  the 
Olivers  and  at  {east  two-thirds  of  the  crew  thereof 
ih.ll  be  proved  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  or 
f-srsons  not  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
dj»tt,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  fifty 
Ci^lits  per  ton  :  \nd  provided,  also.  That  this  sec- 
li«*i  shall  not  extend  to  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
L'-\ited  States  which  are  now  on  foreign  voy- 
ages, or  which  may  depart  from  the  United  States 
prpJr  to  the  first  day  of  May  next,  until  after  their 
TtiQirn  to  some  port  of  tJie  United  Slates. 

:|Jec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
syrjeral  bountiefiand  remissions,  or  abatements  of 
dmy,  allowed  ty  this  act.  in  the  case  of  vessels 
iji^^ing  a  certain  proportion  of  seamen  who  are 
A'aierican  citizens,  or  persons  not  the  subjects  of 
a-rj  foreign  Power,  shall  be  allowed  only  in  the 
cn4(e  of  vesseLs  having  such  proportion  of  Ameri- 
CiS  seamen  djjiting  tijeir  whole  voyage,  unless  in 

^  of  sickne:<s*,  death,  or  desertion,  or  where  the 

pie  or  par;  of  the  crew  shall  have  been  taken 
?rs  in  ibe  voyage. 

Lpproved,  NJarch  1,  1817. 


sri^pie  c 
rfconei 

Jppr 


Afii  Act  makinf^  ipproprialioni  for  the  support  of 
?<;oTeTnment  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
'•Jied  and  seventeen. 

1e  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  sums  be. 
they  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated, 
is  to  say  : 

i  or  compens^ation  granted  by  law  to  the  roem- 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
t^V  officers  and  attendants,  four  hundred  and 
iy|nty-one    tjiousand   eight    hundred    and  fifty 

^or  the  expense.s  of  firewood,  stationery,  prinl- 

and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 

1  Con<fress,  forty-two  thousand  dollars. 

e  expttnses  of  the   Library  of  Congress, 

g  the  Librarian's  allowance,  for  the  year 


I  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  one 
j  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
j      For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
I  ted  States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
I      For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
Department  of  State,  thirteen  thouand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  De- 
partment, and  for  the  Patent  Office,  six  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  Department,  including  the  expense  of 
printing  and  distributing  copies  of  the  laws  of 
the  second  session  of  the  fourteenth  Congress, 
and  priming  the  laws  in  newspapers,  twenty- 
three  ihou.sand  seven  hundred  and  two  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ten 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  and  as- 
sistant messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  translating  foreign  languages, 
allowed  to  the  person  employed  in  transmitting 
passports  and  sea  letters,  and  for  stationery  and 
printing  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  said  Comptroller,  fifteen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  siationery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  ei<»hl 
hundred  dollars.  ' 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compen.sation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Auditor's  office,  sifieen  thousand  six  hundred 
and  thirty-two  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  priming,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  said  office,  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Treasurer,  five  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

, For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  said  of-    ^ 

fice,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  priming,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  said  office,  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  tht- 
General  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
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the  office  of  the  said  Commissioner,  eleven  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  said  omce,  including  vellum 
for  land  patents,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Revenue,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  said  Commissioner,  nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  stationery,  printing,  and  contingent  ex- 
penses, including  the  paper,  printing,  and  stamp- 
ing, of  licenses  in  said  office,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  an  additional  sum  which  was  allowed  him 
for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  cpmpensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  said  Register,  seventeen  thousand 
and  twenty-eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengerof  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  including  books  for 
the  public  stocks,  printing  the  public  accounts, 
and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  Register'.> 
office,  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  five  thousand  dollars. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  sum  appro- 
priated last  year  for  the  general  expenses  of  the 
several  offices  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
which,  from  a  re-occupancy  of  the  public  build- 
ings, required  an  expenditure  for  repairs,  furni- 
ture, and  other  contingent  expenses,  thereunto 
incidental,  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent  and  two 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  Trea- 
sury buildings  ;  and  for  the  expenses  of  rebuilding 
two  fire  engine  houses;  for  repairs  of  two  engines 
and  hose ;  and  for  an  additional  number  of  buck- 
ets, and  to  keep  the  same  in  repair ;  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  fifteen  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  and  his 
assistants  in  said  office,  seven  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 


office  of  said  Accountant,  sixteen  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
jDther  coniingent  expenses  in  said  office,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  additional  Accountant 
of  the  War  Department,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  said  additional  Accountant,  seven- 
teen thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  saidoffice, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
i  other  contingent  expenses,  in  the  office  of  said 
I  additional  Accountant,  including  a  sum  of  seven 
I  hundred  dollars  for  which  no  appropriation  was 
I  made  for  contingent  expenses  of  last  year,  one 
I  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 
i  For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  General  of 
the  Army,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  an  additional  compensation  allowed  him 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen, three  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Paymaster  General  of  the  Army,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Gen- 
eral of  Military  Supplies,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  said  Superintendent,  seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  including 
a  deficiency  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  last  year,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases, 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  said 
Commissary,  nine  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Ordnance  office,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  said  Secretary,  seven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 


■i  i\ 


-t. 


(if 


t 


f.i< 


12 


■•I 
4 


^ 


^1? 


N 


li 


APPENDIX. 


1292 


PubHc  Act*  of  Congress, 


IV 


ji)r  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
othj^r  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  two  thou- 
sand fiv^e  hundred  dollars. 

\^3r  corapensction  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Vist'if  Department,  two  thousand  dollars. 

\\>r  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
tbtf^fficeof  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy  Depari- 
mca*.  fourteen  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

Hi  r  compeasation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
fouirbundred  and  ten  dollars. 

9lr  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  and  other  con- 
tinent expense*  in  said  office,  one  thousand  two 
hui^^red  and  fifty  dollars. 

Viyr  compensaiion  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Naw  Board,  ten  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

^yr  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Boii;«d,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Kir  compensaiion  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the'Affice  of  the  Mavy  Board,  three  thousand  three 
hu^jred  dollars. 

F,fr  compensaiion  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
fout^huodred  and  ten  dollars. 

If^r  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy  Board, 
tW'>ttbousand  dollars. 

H^r  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General. 
ihrt.*  thousand  dollars. 

K'pr  compensation  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster 
Gejfral,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

H*^  compensation  to  the  second  Assistant  Post- 
maiijyr  General,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

Jl'-,r  comp)ensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
thei^teneral  Post  Office,  nineteen  thousand  three 
buf^red  and  five  dollars. 

r '  Ifttr  compensation  to  the  messenger  and  his 
assj^^^Dts  in  said  office,  six  hundred  and  sixty 
dojUrs. 

l|^r  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  three 
tbi^i^and  six  hundred  dollars. 

K[»r  compensation  to  the  several  Commission- 
eiS'^f  Loans,  and  allowance  to  certain  Commis- 
si^iiJ^rB  of  Loans,  in  lieu  of  clerk-hire,  fourteen 
thcAMand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

lrc»r  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  sundry  Com- 
mifi^ooers  of  Loans,  and  to  defray  the  authorized 
exfj^Joses  of  the  several  loan  offices,  thirteen  thou- 
satf^  seven  hundred  dollars. 

F4)r  the  salary  of  the  late  Commissioner  of 
Loajis  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  first  of  April 
to  tlie  twenty-fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  eigbt 
huf^jred  and  eleven,  being  the  amount  carried  to 
the  jurplus  fund  on  the  thirty-first  of  December, 
CQ^^^ibousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  three 
b\iftl»lred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  iweniy-two  cents. 

I^rr  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  and 
bis^lerks,  four  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

9vt  compensation   to   the   Surveyor  of  lands 
souiji  of  Tennessee,  and  for  the  contingent  ex- 
of  bis  office,  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
rs. 

compensacion  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
ic  Buildings  in  Washington,  two  thousand 
rs. 

Ir^r  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
tti(:41iot,  nine  tlousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

5&r  wages  to  persons  employed  in  the  different 
opijtiiions  of  the  Mint,  including  the  sum  of  six 


hundred  dollars  allowed  to  an  assistant  engraver 
five  thousand  dollars.  ' 

For  repairs,  cost  of  iron  and  machinery,  rents 
and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  Mint,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  allowance  of  wastage  in  the  gold  and  silver 
coinage,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  copper  to  com  into  cents, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  the  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  comprnsation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor.  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  depart- 
ment, not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have 
been  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Judges, 
of  the  United  Stales,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
and  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbu, 
sixty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  Untied  Stales,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  sundry  District  Attorneya 
and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  tho^e 
in  the  several  Terriluries,  seven  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  jurors  and  witne.sses.  in  aid  of  the 
funds  arising  from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
and  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for 
offences  against  the  United  Stales, and  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Government,  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to 
the  pensioners  of  the  United  Slates,  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  supportof  light-houses, 
beacons,  buoys, and  public  piers, slakeagesof  chan- 
nels, bars,  and  shoals,  including  the  purcha.ie  and 
transportation  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs  and 
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improreoients,  and  contingent  expenses,  seventy- 
three  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-three 
dollars  and  ihirty-tbree  cents. 

For  an  appropriation,  injaddition  to  the  appro- 
priation for  building  a  light-house  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  for  repairing  the  block- 
house at  the  Balize  for  a  temporary  light-bouse, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  rebuilding  the  Baldhead  light-house,  in 
North  Carolina,  in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore 
appropriated  for  that  purpose,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  rebuilding  the  light-house  at  Nantucket, 
recently  destroyed  by  fire,  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars;  beacon  lights  on  Sandy  Hook, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  erection  of  a 
beacon,  and  placing  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor  of  Bristol,  in  Rhode  Island,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  a  light  on  the  beacon  on  Tybee,  and  for 
erecting  six  beacons,  and  placing  four  buoys  on 
such  sites,  and  at  such  points,  as  the  commission- 
ers of  pilotage,  residing  at  Savannah,  shall  fix  on. 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  an  additional  appropriation  for  building  a 
light-house  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars. 

For  the  following  objects,  being  the  balances 
of  former  appropriations  carried  to  the  surplus 
fund,  viz : 

For  erecting  light-houses  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  at  or  near  the  pitch  of  Cape 
Lookout,  in  North  Carolina,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Cumberland  island,  in  Georgia,  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Sapelo  island,  in  Georgia,  fourteen  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  or  near  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Beverly,  in  Massachu- 
setts, three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys,  as  deemed  necessary,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Edgartowo.  in  Massa- 
chusetts, one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
three  dollars  and  forty-three  cents. 

For  erecting  two  light-houses  on  Lake  Erie, 
Tiz:  on  or  near  Bird  island,  and  on  or  near 
Presque  Isle,  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  Petite  Manan, 
six  thotisand  dollars. 

For  fitting  up  lighthouses  heretofore  author- 
ized to  be  erected,  wiih  the  apparatus  for  lighting 
the  same,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  fitting  up  the  light-houses  with  Winslow 
Lewis's  improvements,  agreeably  to  his  contract 
of  the  26th  day  of  March,  1812,  in  addition  to  the 
sums  heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  beacon  on  a  point  of  land  near 
New  Inlet,  in  North  Carolina,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compenbaiion  to  the  commissioner  for  set- 
tling claims  for  property  lost,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 


For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  said  commis- 
sioner's office,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  publishing  certain 
notices  by  the  commissioner,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  printing  various 
forms  for  the  said  commissioner,  two  hundred 
and  forty-nine  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

For  office  furniture,  stationery,  wood,  and  other 
contingencies,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  hire  of  an  additional  clerk,  from  the 
eighteenth  September,  one  thousand  eight  hund- 
red and  sixteen,  to  the  first  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  at  nine 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  three  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars. 

For  the  hire  of  a  messenger,  from  the  first  of 
July  to  the  first  of  February  following,  one  hund- 
red and  twenty  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  printing  certifi- 
cates of  registry  and  other  documents  for  vessels, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  di- 
rected to  be  paid  by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  settling  the  compensation  of 
the  commissioner,  clerk,  and  translator,  of  the 
board  for  land  claims  in  the  eastern  and  western 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Louisiana,"  forty  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  delraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
public  lands  within  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  Sutes,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thoosand  and  eighty-eigbt  dollars. 

For  bringing  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salaries,  allowances,  and  contingent 
expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  eighiy-seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  ser- 
enty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,  forty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  necessary,  during  the  present 
year,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  fourth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  concluded 
with  His  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  including  the  compensation  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  under  those  articles, 
thirty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  for  claims  on  ac- 
count of  spoliations,  and  for  seamen  at  London, 
Pans,  Copenhagen,  and  the  Hague,  eight  thous- 
and dollars. 

For  ihe  relief  of  distressed  American  seamen, 
for  the  present  year,  and  to  make  good  a  defici- 
ency in  the  preceding  year,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

On  account  of  the  paintings  authorized  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  purchasing  or  erecting,  for  the  use  of  the 
United    Slates,   suitable    buildings   for   custom- 
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h(,a5e8  and  public  warehouses,  in  such  principal 
district  jn  each  State  where  the  Secretary  of  the 
l^easury  shall  deem  it  necessary  for  the  safe  and 
cr^venient  collection  ol  the  revenue  of  the  Uni- 
te^ Slates,  fifty  tljousand  dollars. 
;  ;pBc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
s^eral  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
pyjd  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hund- 
uyi  thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  act  "mak- 
iij^  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States," 
aa^  out  of  any  moneys  not  otherwise  appropri- 

JJ\pproved,  March  3,  1817. 


.Ap.  Act  repealing  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
,>»4fe-keeping  and  accommodation  of  priaoners  of  war, 
>ji88ed  July  the  sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
-^ad  twelve. 

^.3e  it  enacted,  (f c.  That  the  act  entitled  "An 
a«  for  the  safe-keeping  and  accommodation  of 
pj^oners  of  war,  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  July, 
oSf  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,"  be,  and 
t!r<  same  hereby  is,  repealed;  and  the  Secretary 
o^,  the  Treasury  is  hereby  required  to  cause  an 
».50unt  to  be  rendered  of  the  fund  appropriated 
bj'the  act  hereby  repealed,  and  report  the  same 
ttr  Congress  at  iheir  next  session. 

'i^pproved  March  3,  1817. 


/«cAct  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
|iry  Establishment  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
lidndred  and  seventeen. 

'Be  It  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 

p<»nses  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 

t<y^  States^  for  rhe  year  one  thousand  eight  hund- 

reif  and  seventeen:  for  the  Indian  department; 

fof  fortifications;  for  the  Ordnance  department ; 

foi.3rraories;  for  arsenals  and  magazines;  for  the 

•ej^nses  of  the  public   buildings  at  West  Point; 

,  ai'fforthe  purchase  of  maps,  plans,  books,  and 

intnlruments,  for  the  Military  Academy  at  said 

place,  the  following  suras  be,  and   the  same  are 

^  htl^by,  respectively,  appropriated  ;  that  is  to  .-iay: 

j  .yor  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 

iOn^^TOilhon  four  hundred  and  thirly-three  thous- 

aD4  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars. 

l^or  subsistence,  including  the  sum  of  four 
hu:;dred  thousand  dollars  already  appropriated  to 
ihitK  object  by  an  act  of  this  session,  one  million 
oa-^  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  nineiy-eight  dollars. 
;  l|or  forage  for  oflBcers,  sixty-eight  thousand 
ihije  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars. 

ilor  bounties  and  premiums,  thirty-two  thous- 
acL^dollars. 

Jfor  clothing,  six  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
eig^t  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars. 

I'^or  the  Medical  and  Hospital  department,  one 
hui^red  thousand  dollars. 

tk»r  the  Ordnance    department,  one  hundred 
an»5ninety-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thir- 


includins:  that  at  Pittsburg,  and  not  including 
that  at  Frankford,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  purchasing  materials  for  carriages  for  can- 
non and  caissons,  thirty-nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  fulfilling  a  contract  for  saltpetre  with  John 
P.  Boyd,  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty-three  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  armories,  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars. 

For  the  .Quartermaster's  department,  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  Array,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  liidian  department,  two  hundred  thous- 
and dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  maps,  plans,  books,  and  in- 
struments for  the  War  Office,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  maps,  plans,  books,  instru- 
ments, fuel,  and  stationery,  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy; repairing  buildings  at  West  Point,  and  for 
transportation  and  two  boats,  sixteen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
sums  herein  appropriated  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved  .March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and 
that  State. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  shall  be  paid  to 
the  State  of  Georgia,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwiseappropriated.a  sum  equal 
to  the  amount  of  Mississippi  stock  which  has  been 
or  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  until  the  payment 
of  one  million   two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  secured   to  the  said  State  by  the  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession   between   the   United 
Stales  and   the  State  of  Georgia,  shall  be  com- 
pleted ;  and  the  money  hereby  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  payments  in 
the   said    Mississippi    stock    had   been    made    in 
money :    Provided,    That   the   payments   which 
shall  be  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  not 
in    the   whole   exceed    three    hundred   and   fifty 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  same  shall  be  repaid  to 
the  Treasury  out  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  public  lands  in   the  Mississippi  Territory,  be- 
fore any  of  the  moneys  thence  arising  shall  be 
paid  for  the  redemption  of  the  outstanding  certi- 
ficates of  Mississippi  stock. 
Approved  March  3,  1817. 


-t^ght  dollars. 
Itor  fulfilling  contracts  already  entered  into  for 
caiiionand  shot,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

IJor  completing  arsenals  already  commenced. 

>; 
t 


An  Act  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  west  chop  of 
Holmes's  Hole  harbor,  m  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  as  soon  as  a  cession 
shall  be  made  by  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts  to 
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the  United  States  of  the  jurisdiction  over  a  piece  days  as  he  may  designate,  the  register,  and  all  the 
of  land  proper  for  the  purpose,  the  Secretary  of  ]  records  and  papers  of  their  respective  offices;  and 
the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author-  i  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioners  of 
ized  to  provide  by  contract,  to  be  approved  by  j  Loans  and  agents  for  pensioners  to  comply  with 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  for  building  a  the  said  direction,  and  also  to  lake  duplicate  re- 
light-bouse  on  the  west  chop  of  Holmes's  Hole  |  ceipts  for  the  delivery  of  the  records  and  papers 
harbor  in  the  said  Stale,  and  to  furnish  the  same  j  herein  described,  one  of  which  shall  be  transmit- 
wilh  all  necessary  supplies  ;  and  also  to  agree  for  ,  ted,  without  delay,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
ihe  salaries  or  wages  of  the  person,  or  persons,    sury  :  Provided,  however,  That  the  Secretary  of 


who  may  be  appointed   by  the  President  for  the 
superintendence  and  care  of  the  same  ;  and  the 


the  Treasury  may  designate  such  time,  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 


President  shall  be  authorized  to  make  the  said  |  and  eighteen,  for  the  performance  oT  the  duties 

appointments.^  aforesaid,  as  the  public  convenience  will  permit : 

Sec  2.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,   That  there  ,  And  provided  aUo,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  con- 


shall  be  appropriated  and  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


strued  to  extend  to  any  agent  for  military  pen* 
sions  in  any  State  where  there  is  no  bank  estab- 
lished by  law. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  of- 
fice of  Commissioner  of  Loans,  upon  the  delivery 
of  the  records  and  papers,  as  herein   required,  to 

An  Act  transferring  the  duties  of  Commi«iioner  of '  l^"  ?^Slf  l!"' y"'''^^'*!^'';: '''l!''n''*°^'^''•.°' 
I^an.  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  abol-  ■  ?  '^,^  ^'^'^  ^^"^^  employed  by  the  Bank  of  the 
uhing  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Loang.  i  United  States  in  those  States  where  there  may 

;  be  no  branch,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  abolished  ; 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Bank  of  the  United  and  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  said  Corn- 
States,  and  Its  several  branches,  shall  be,  and  they  missioned  of  Loans,  and  the  clerks  and  persons 
are  hereby,  required  to  do  and  perform  the  sev-  !  employ^  by  them,  after  such  delivery,  shall  re- 
eral  duties,  of  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  I  spectivelr  cease  and  determine, 
several  States;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  Sec.  ^.^  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
and  Its  several  branches,  and  such  State  banks  as  i  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  prompt  settlement  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  may  employ  in  j  public  accounts,"sliall  commence,  and  be  in  force, 
those  Slates  where  no  branch   bank  shall  be  es-    on  and  after  the  third  day  of  this  instant,  March, 


anything  in  the  aforesaid  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 
Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


tablished.  shall  observe  and  conform  to  the  direc- 
tions which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 

the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  

States,    touching   the   executiou    of     the   duties 

aforesaid.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  trade  in  Plaster  of  Paris. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  ,  Be  it  enacted,  (f-c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
such  duties  and  acts  as  are  now  done  and  per-  '  fourth  day  of  July  next,  no  plaster  of  Paris,  the 
formed  by  the  Comraissioners  of  Loans,  in  trans-  I  production  of  any  country,  or  its  dependencies, 
ferring  slock  from  the  books  of  one  loan  office  to  '.  from  which  the  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  are 
another,  or  to  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  or  from  I  not  permitted  to  bring  the  same  article,  shall  be 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  the  books  of  the  loan  i  imported  into  the  United  States  fii  any  foreign 
offices,  shall  be  done  and  performed  by  the  pres-  i  vessel.  And  all  plaster  of  Paris  imported,  or  ai- 
ident  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  pres-  '  templed  to  be  imported,  into  the  United  States, 
idem  of  the  several  branches  of  the  said  bank,  '  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
and  by  the  president  of  such  Stale  banks  as  the  I  act,  and  the  vessel  in  which  the  same  may  be 
Bankof  the  United  Slates  may  employ,  (in  States  I  imported,  or  attempted  to  be  imported,  together 
where  no  branch  of  the  United  Slates  Bank  shall  with  the  cargo,  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture, 
be  established  ;)  and  the  acts  of  the  presidents  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States;  and  such 
aforesaid  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  cashiers  j  plaster  of  Paris,  vessel  and  cargo,  shall  be  liable 
of  those  banks  respectively.  |  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned,  in  like 

Sec.  3  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  ]  manner,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  restric- 
be  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  iion.«»,  and  provisions,  as  have  been  heretofore  e«- 
noiify  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  tablished  for  the  recovery,  collection,  and  distri- 
Slates,  that  the  duties  now  performed  by  the  j  button,  and  remission,  of  forfeitures  to  the  United 
Commissioners  of  Loans  will  be  transferred  to  i  States  by  the  several  revenue  laws. 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and  he  shall  di-  ,  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
reel  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  and  the  agents  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  five  years  from 
for  military  pensions,  where  there  is  no  cooirais-  the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
sioner,  respectively,  in   the  several  States,  lode-  i  hundred  and  seventeen:  Provided,  nevertheless. 


liver  to  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  the  president  of  a  branch  thereof,  or 
to  the  president  of  such  State  bank  as  the  Bank 
of  the  Called  Slates  may  employ,  on  such  day  or 


That  if  any  foreign  nation,  or  its  dependencies, 
which  have  now  in  force  regulations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ihe  trade  in  plaster  of  Pans,  prchibiling 
the  exportation  thereof  to  certain  parts  of  the 
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/*«Wtc  ilc/«  of  Congrett, 


j[JDiled  Stai>«,  sbtll  discontinue  such  regulations 
Vie  Presideoi  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  au- 
rhonied  to  Ueclare  that  fact  by  his  proclamation, 
•.nd  the  restrictions  imposed  by  this  act  shall,' 
torn  the  datr  of  such  proclamation,  cease  and  be 
liscontinued  in  relation  to  the  nation,  or  its  de- 
ijendencies,  aiscontinuinff  such  regulations. 
Approved^  March  3,  1817. 


!i 


-in   Act    auUiorizing   the  deposite    of  the  papers   of 
•  foreign  vewels,  with  the  Consul  of  their  respective 


( ." 


nations. 


i 


ft't  of  the  United  States,'^be  produced  to'the  col 
^tor  with  whom  such  entry  is  to  be  made.  And 
-shall  be  the  duty  of  the  master  or  coma 


L  Be  It  enacted,  <f  c,  That  the  register,  or  other 
i%)cument  in  lieu  thereof,  together  with  the  clear- 
BJice  and  other  papers,  granted  by  the  officers  of 
ijie  customs  to  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  at  her 
'j^pparture  from  the  port  or  place  from  which  she 
r|ay  have  arrived,  shall,  previous  to  entry  in  any 

!,'■"■""'■■" 

li;snau  be  the  duty  of  the  master  or  commander. 
Vjithin  fony-vight  hours  after  such  entry,  to  de- 
{.j^site   the  said  papers  with   the  consul  or  vice 
consul  of  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel  belongs, 
ii.d   to  deliver  to  the  collector  the  certificate  of 
i^ch  consul  or  vice  consul,  that  the  said  papers 
fcive  been  so  deposited  ;  and  any  master,  or  com- 
riflnder,  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  fail    to  comply 
(Nhth  this  regulation, shall,  upon  conviction  thereof 
^  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  be  fined 
Vi  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  nor 
•ilceedingtwo  thousand  dollars:  Provided,  That 
C»s  act  shall  not  extend  to  the  vessels  of  foreign 
i*»f  lions  in  whose  ports  American  consuls  are  not 
permitted  td  have  the  custody  and  possession  of 
me  register  and  other  papers  of  vessels  entering 
lU;  ports  of  such  nation,  according  to  the  provi- 
Uijns  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  supplemen- 
'''t*i|y  to  the  act  *•  concerning  consuls  and  vice  con- 
s^Js,  and  for  the  further  protection  of  American 
^•£^men.''  pas.'.ed  the  twenty-eighth  of  February, 
(jije  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 
'i^zc.  2.  An4  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  it  shall 
-i(^t  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  consul  to  deliver  to 
(>ii  master  or  commander  of  any  foreign  vesssel 
tli^  register  and  other  papers  deposited  with  him 
yn|rsuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  until  such 
if,|ister  or   commander  shail  produce   to  him  a 
clearance  in  due  form  from  the  collector  of  the 
iipi  where  such  vessel  had  been  entered  j  and 
^y  consul  offending  against  the  provisions  of 
tt|i  act  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  the 
"  preme  Court  of  the  United  States,  be  fined  at 
•  discretion  of  the  court  in  a  sum  not  less  than 


States  for  the  President's  household,  as  may  be 
decayed,  out  of  repair,  or  unfit  for  use  ;  and  that 
the  proceeds  of  sales,  and  so  much  of  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition 
thereto,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  Judge  necessary,  be,  and  hereby 
are,  appropriated  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
household  of  the  President,  to  be  laid  out  and  ex- 
pended for  such  articles  of  furniture  as  he  shall 
direct. 

Approved,  April  3,  1817. 


t 

dt.  lars. 
J  ;y\pproved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  further  to  regulate  the  Territories  of  the  Unitwi 
States,  and  their  electing  delegates  to  Congresa. 
Be  it  ejiacttd,  d^c,  That  in  every  Territory  of 
the  United  States  in  which  a  temporary  govern- 
ment has  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be.  established 
and  which  by  virtue  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress' 
of  the  thirteenth  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  or  of  any  subsequent  act 
of  Congress,  passed,  or  to  be  passed,  now  hath  or 
hereafter  shall  have  the  right  to  send  a  delegate 
to  Congress  such  delegate  shall  be  elected  every 
second  year,  for  the  same  term  of  two  years  for 
which  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  are  elected;  and  in  that 
House  each  of  the  said  delegates  shall  have  a  seat 
with  a  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  votio<». 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ^hat  on 
the  first  Monday  of  August  next  the  citizens  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  qualified  according  to 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  shall  elect 
a  delegate  to  Congress;  and  it  shall  be  the  duly 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory  to 
make  provision  by  law  for  the  annual  or  biennial 
meetings  of  the  said  General  Assembly,  as  the 
interests  of  the  Territory  may  in  their  opinion 
require;  and  such  annual  or  biennial  meeting 
shall  be  on  ihe  first  Monday  of  December  unless 
they  shail  by  law  appoint  a  different  day'.  And 
so  much  of  any  law,  or  laws,  as  are  inconsistent 
wiih  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed. 
Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


hundred  dollars,  nor  exceeding  five  ihousan 


\ 


ti 


.^H  Act  to  provide  for  furnishing  the  house  of  the 
f^  President  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Ipe  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  after  the  third  day  ol 
^^:■.rch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
iftsn,  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and 
b^  IS  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered,  to  cause 
li-he  sold  such  articles  furnished  by  the  United 

h 


An  Act  to  alter  and  esUblish  certain  post  roads. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  post  roads  here- 
inafter named  be  discontinued: 

fn  Pennsylvania.— From  Wysoxby,  Orville, 
and  Warren,  to  Nanticoke. 

From  Silver  Lake,  or  Montrose,  to  Binghamp- 
ton. 

From  Williamsport  to  Jersey  Shore. 

In  Virgxnia. — From  Liberty  to  Fincastle. 

In  Indiana.— From  Brookville,  by  Bath  and 
Lewistown,  to  Salisbury. 

In  Kentucky.— From  Isbellville  lo  EwingviUe. 

From  Greenup  court-house  to  Little  Sandy 
Salt-works. 

From  Danville,  by  Casey  court-house,  Pulaski 
court-house,  Wayne  court-house,  Burksville,  and 
Columbia,  to  Danville. 
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Sec.  2.   And  ft*  U  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 

following  be  established  post  roads: 

In  Maine. — From  Jay,  by  Jay  point.  Oilfield, 
and  Holmantown,  to  Rumford. 

From  Anson  to  Solon. 

In  New  Hampshire. — From  Dunstable,  by 
Nottingham  West,  to  Pelham. 

From  Ackworth,  Lempsier,  and  Unity,  (o 
Newport. 

From  Ossippe,  by  Effingham,  to  Parsonfield. 

In  Vermont. — From  Craftsborough,  by  Kely- 
vale,  and  Montgomery,  to  Richford. 

In  Massachusetts.— From  Groton,  by  Pepperel 
and  Holies,  to  Amherst,  New  Hampshire. 

In  Connecticut. — From  Bridgeport,  by  Weston, 
Reading,  and  Bethel,  to  Danbury. 

From  Stanford,  by  way  of  New  Canaan  and 
North  Ridgefield,  to  Danbury. 

From  Colchester,  by  Chatham,  to  Middletown. 

In  NeVD  York. — From  Canandaigua,  by  Bris- 
tol, Richmond,  Livonia,  Gennessee,  and  War- 
saw, to  Sheldon. 

From  Oswego  Falls,  by  Port  Glasgow  and 
Portland,  and  along  the  ridge  road  by  Carthage, 
lo  Rochester. 

From  Moscow,  by  the  State  road,  to  Buffalo. 

From  Oswego,  by  Montrose,  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  turnpike  to  Milford,  thence  by  Hamburg,  in 
New  Jersey,  to  Jersey  City. 

From  Poughkeepsie,  through  Beekmantown, 
to  New  Milford. 

From  Bath,  by  Angelica,  Hamilton.  Ceres- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  Coudersport,  and  Jersey 
shore,  to  Williamsport. 

From  Bath  lo  Naples. 

From  Angelica,  by  Nunda  and  Leicester,  to 
Batavia. 

From  Salem,  by  Hebron,  Argyle,  and  Fort 
Edwards,  to  Sandy  Hill. 

From  Kingston,  by  Hurley,  Marbleiown,  Ro- 
chester, Warwarsiok,  Mamakoting,  to  Milford, 
Pennsylvania. 

From  Madison,  by  Peterboro.  to  the  Sullivan 
post  office  at  the  Chitlenen^o  creek. 

In  New  Jersey. — From  Trenton,  by  Birming- 
ham, Lambertsville,  Prattsville,  Prenchtown, 
Milford  and  Hughes's  Forge,  to  Easton,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

From  Baskingridge,  by  New  Providence,  to 
Springfield,  in  Essex  county. 

In  Pennsylvania. — From  Newtown  on  the 
Somerset  great  road,  by  Fairfield  meeting-house, 
to  Armagh. 

From  Greensburgh,  by  the  Great  Salt  works, 
to  Indiana. 

From  Connelsville  to  Mount  Pleasant. 

From  Kiitaning  to  Roseburg. 

From  Franklin,  by  Oil  Creek  Town,  Centre- 
ville,  Bloomfield  and  Union,  to  Waterford. 

From  Lewistown,  by  Bellville,  McAleavy's, 
Henry's,  and  Petersburg,  to  Alexandria;  or,  from 
Lewistown,  by  Bellville,  Kisharvyville's  valley, 
Wilson's  mills,  and  Huntingdon,  to  Alexandria. 
From  Womelsdorf,  by  Rohrersburg,  Pine 
Grove,  Klingersiuwn,  and  Georgetown,  to  Sun- 
bury. 


From  Meansville,  by  Wrsox,  Pike,  Head  of 

Wyalusing  creek,  and  Windham,  to  Montrose. 

From  Measville,  by  Sugar  creek,  and  Smith's 
to  Putnamville. 

From  Putnamville,  by  Columbia,  Springfield, 
Athens,  and  Old  Sheshiquin,  to  Meansville. 

From  Montrose,  by  Orwell,  and  Warren,  to 
Athens. 

From  Shickshenny,  by  Huntingdon,  Jackson, 
and  Evernvills,  to  Jerseytown. 

In  Maryland. — From  Westminster,  by  Taney- 
town,  and  Emmittsburg,  to  Wa^ac^burg. 

From  Baltimore,  by  Rah^4Tsto*n.  Freedom, 
and  New  Windsor,  to  Uniontown.' 

In  Ohio. — From  St.  Clairsville,  ^  Harrisville. 
Cadiz,  Flushing,  Morrisiown,  Belmont,  and 
Barnsville,  to  Woodfield,  thence  by  Dillon's,  on 
Capteen  Creek,  to  St.  Clairsville. 

From  Dayton  to  Monroe 

From  Columbus  to  Granville. 

From  London,  by  Springfield,  to  Dayton. 

From  Newark,  by  New  Lebanon,  to  Lancaster. 

From  Cincinnati,  by  Carson's,  Ingersol's  Fer- 
ry, or  town  of  Miami,  Clarke's  store,  and  Harri- 
son, to  Brookville,  Indiana. 

In  Virginia — From  Charlottesville,  by  Gray- 
ham's  store,  to  Brown's  turnpike. 

From  Liberty  to  Salem. 

From  Clarksburg,  by  Lewis  court-house  to 
Point  Pleasant. 

From  Hull's  store,  in  Pendleton  county,  to 
Bath  court-house. 

In  Kentucky.— From  Cattelsburg,  by  Little 
Sandy  Salt  works.  Isle's  mills,  Owingsville,  and 
Moutn  of  Bald  Eagle,  to  Paris. 

From  Louisville,  by  Middletown,  New  Castle, 
Twin  meeting-house,  to  Boone  court-house. 

From  Russftlville,  by  Elkton  and  EwingviUe, 
to  Hopkinsville. 

From  Hopkinsville.  by  Greenville,  Madison- 
ville,  BelviUe,  and  Morganfield,  to  Shawneetown 
(Indiana.) 

From  Elizabethton,  by  Philadelphia,  to  Cory- 
don  (Indiana.) 

From  Danville,  by  Liberty  and  Somerset,  to 
Monticello. 

From  Monticello,  by  Burksville,  to  Glasgow. 

From  Burksville  to  Columbia. 

From  Upper  Bluelick,  by  Moorfield,  to  Owings- 
ville. 

From  Port  William,  by  Bedford,  to  New  Cas- 
tle. 

In  North  Carolina.— From  Morgan  town,  by 
Rutherfordton,  to  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

In  Tennessee. — From  Boatyard  to  Scott  court- 
house. 

From  Dandridge,  by  Seviersville,  to  Maryville. 

From  KnoxviUe,  by  Loysborough  and  Speed- 
ville  Iron  Works,  to  Cumberland  Gap. 

From  Shelbyville  lo  Winchester. 

From  Nashville,  by  John  Hunt's,  to  Clarks- 
ville. 

From  Morganion,  by  Russel's  Ferry,  Chota, 
Tellico  Plains,  Beaver  Dams,  and  Griffin's,  to 
Carnesville.  Georgia. 

In  Souih   Carolina. — From    Pocotaligo,   by 
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to 


j?Hickory   Hill,   in    Prince    William    Parish 

I    Lower  Three  Runs,  or  Hig^inbottoms. 

I;     From  Cambridge,  by  Scuffletown,  to   Pickens- 

irville. 

\\     M  Georgia.—From  Washington,  by  Elberton 
J^court-house  and  Danrelsville.  to  Carnesville. 
;;  •  In  /ndiana.— From  Corydon,  by  Shoemaker's 
rjTroy,  Mount   Pleasant,  Darlington  and  Evans- 
•  jTjIle,  to  Harmony. 

ij    From  Corydon,  by  Fredericksburg,  to  Salem. 
h    From  Lexington,  by  Salem,  to  Paoli. 

I    From  Vincennes,  by  Emmersonville.  Carlisle 

^nd  Terre  Haut,  to  Fort  Harrison. 

From  Madison  to  New  Casile.  Kentucky. 

;    From  Madison  to  Vernon. 


.J    From  Lawrenceburg,  by  Decatur,  to  Wilmine- 
jion. 

.'From   Hamilton,  Ohio,  by  Bath,   Brookville, 
IJConaersviUe,  Waterloo,  Ceatreville,   Salisbury, 
•f^Ounlapsville,  and  Fairfield,  to  Brookrille. 
;♦    From  Princeton  to  Hendersontoo,  Kentucky. 
ti   Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


i 


j4n  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
^j    for    esUblishiug    trading-houses    with    the 


An  act 

.,       „  -  „  —     Indian 

tribes." 

r  Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  act,  entitled  '-An 
^ci  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  In- 
flian  tribes,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  March, 
Jne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and 
i^hich  was  continued  in  force  for  a  limited  time 
•V  an  act  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  shall  be,  and 
tiie  same  is  hereby,  further  continued  in  force 
until  the  first  day  of  May.  one  thousand  eight 
Itqndred  and  eighteen,  and  no  longer. 
,j  Approved,  March  3,  1817. 

*.  I 

:  *  
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n  Act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  Public 
#♦  Accounts. 

■4.'®5]'  enac/cd,  .f c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
itiird  day  of  March  next,  the  offices  of  account- 
"^  w°    '^'i^'t'onal  accountant  of  the  Department 
.(A  War,  the   office  of  accountant   of  Navy,  and 
i^e  office  of  superintendent  general  of  military 
Kppphes,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  abolished. 
♦  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
u|id  after  the  said   third  day  of  March  next,  all 
cjaims  and   demands   whatever,   by   the   United 
t>iaies  or  against  them,  and  all  accounts  what- 1 
,  Jjyer,  in  which  the  United  States  are  concerned 
.  efther  as  debtors  or  creditors,  shall  be  settled  and 
AjSijusted  lu  the  Treasury  Department. 
.:Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  from 
4f<d  after  the  third  day  of  March  next,  in  addi- 
fwn  to  the  officers  in  the  Treasury  Department 
^k^ady  established  by  law,  there  shall  be  the  fol- 
towing  officers,  namely,  four   auditors  and  one 
««mptroller. 

-iSEc.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
i)|  the  duty  of  the  first  auditor  to  receive  all 
-H^counts  accruing  in  the  Treasury  Department 
<^d,  afier  examination,  to  certify  the  balance  and 
ii  NDsmu   the  accounts,  with   the   vouchers  and 
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certificate,  to  the  first  comptroller  for  his  decision 
thereon;  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  second 
auditor  to    receive  all   accounts  relative  to   the 
pay  and  clothing  of  the  army,  the  subsistence  of 
officers    bounties,  and    premiums,   military  and 
hospital  stores,  and  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  War  Department;  that  it  shall    be  the  dutv 
of  the  third  auditor  to  receive  all  accounts  rela- 
tive to  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  the  quarter- 
master  s  department,  and  generally  all  accounts 
of  the   War  D^artment  other  than   those  pro- 
vided for;  aji/it  shall   be  the  duty  of  the  fourth 
auditor  to  receive  all  accounts  accruing  in  the 
iNavy  Department,  or  relative  thereto;  and  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  auditors  aforesaid  shall 
examine   the  accounts   respectively,  and  certify 
the  balance,  and  transmit  the  accounts,  with  the 
voucher's  and  certificate,  to  the  second  comptroller 
lor  bis  decision  thereon;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  fifth  auditor  to  receive  all  accounts  accru- 
ing  in    or   relative   thereto,   the    Department  of 
State   the  General  Post  Office,  and  those  arisin^ 
out  of  Indian  affairs,  and  examine  the  same  and 
thereafter  certify  the  balance,  and  transmit  the 
accounts,  with  the  vouchers  and  certificate  to  the 
first  comptroller  for  his  decision   thereon  •  Pro- 
vided, That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may   assign   to  the  second   or  third  auditor  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  which  are  now  con- 
fided  to  the  additional  accountant  of  the   War 
Department. 

Sec.  5.    And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditors  charged   with 
the  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  to  keep  all  accounts  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  public  money  in 
regard  to  those  departments,  and  of  all  debts  due 
to  the  United  States  on  moneys  advanced  relative 
to  those  departments;  to  receive  from  the  second 
comptroller  the  accounts  which  shall  have  been 
finally  adjusted,  and  to  preserve  such  accounts 
with  their  vouchers  and  certificates,  and  to  record 
alt   warrants  drawn   by   the  secretaries  of  those 
departments,  the  examination  of  the  accounts  of 
which  has  been  assigned  to  them  by  the  preceding 
section.     And  it  shall  be  the   duty  of  the  said 
auditors  to  make   such   reports  on  the  business 
assigried  to  them  as  the  Secretaries  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments  may  deem  necessary,  and 
require,  lor  the  services  of  those  departments. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  auditors  shall  annually,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  November,  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  the  application  of  the  money  appropri- 
ated for  the  military  and  naval  departments,  for 
the  preceding  year,  which  shall  be  laid  before 
Congress  by  hini,  with  the  annual  statement  of 
the  public  expenditure. 

Sec,  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall  disburse  all 
such  moneys  as  shall  have  been  previously 
ordered  for  the  use  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments by  warrants  from  the  Treasury,  which 
disbursements  shall  be  made  pursuant  to  warrants 
drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  respectively,  countersigned  by  the 
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second  comptroller,  and  registered  by  the  auditors 
respectively. 

Sec.  8.  Jhid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duly  of  the  first  comptroller  to  ex- 
amine all  accounts  settled  by  the  first  and  fifth 
auditors,  and  certify  the  balances  arising  thereon 
to  the  register  ;  to  countersign  all  warrants  drawn 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  shall 
be  warranted  by  law;  to  report  to  the  Secretary 
the  official  forms  to  be  issued  in  the  different 
offices  for  collecting  the  public  revenue,  and  the 
manner  and  form  of  keeping  and  stating  the 
accounts  of  the  several  persons  employed  there- 
in. He  shall  also  superintend  the  preservation 
of  the  public  accounts,  subject  to  his  revision, 
and  provide  for  the  regular  payment  of  all  mon- 
eys which  may  be  collected. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  second  comptroller  to  examine 
all  accounts  settled  by  the  second,  third,  and 
fourth  auditors,  and  certify  the  balances  arising 
thereon  to  the  secretary  of  the  department  in 
which  the  expenditure  has  been  incurred ;  to 
countersign  all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secreta- 
ries of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  which 
shall  be  warranted  by  law;  to  report  to  the  said 
secretaries  the  official  forms  to  be  issued  in  the 
different  offices  for  disbursing  the  public  money 
in  those  departments,  and  the  manner  and  form 
of  keeping,  and  stating,  the  accounts  of  the  per- 
sons employed  therein;  and  it  shall  also  be  his 
duty  to  superintend  the  preservation  of  the  public 
accounts  subject  to  his  revision. 

Sec,  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  first  comptroller  to  super- 
intend the  recovery  of  all  debts  to  the  United 
Slates  ;  to  direct  suits  and  legal  proceedings,  and 
to  take  all  such  measures  as  may  be  authorized 
by  the  laws,  to  enforce  prompt  payment  of  all 
debts  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
provision  contained  in  the  second  section  of  the 
act,  passed  the  third  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  receivers 
of  public  money."  which  directs  that  in  every 
case  where  suits  have  been,  or  shall  be,  institut- 
ed, a  transcript  from  the  books  and  proceeding's 
of  the  Treasury,  certified  by  the  register,  shall  be 
admitted  as  evidence,  be  extended,  in  regard  to 
the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
10  the  auditors  respectively  charged  with  the  ex- 
amination of  those  accounts,  and  that  certificates, 
signed  by  them,  shall  be  of  the  same  effect  as 
that  directed  to  be  signed  by  the  register. 

8bc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
auditors  of  the  public  accounts  shall  be  empow- 
ered to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations  to  wit- 
nesses in  any  case  in  wliich  they  may  deem  it 
necessary  for  the  due  examination  of  the  accounts 
with  which  they  shall  be  charged. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  cause  all  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of 
public  money  to  be  settled  within  ihe  year,excepi 


where  the  distance  of  the  places  where  such  ex- 
penditure occurs  may  be  such  as  to  make  further 
time  necessary  ;  and,  in  respect  to  expenditures 
at  such  places,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  assent  of  the  President,  shall  establish 
fixed  periods  at  which  a  settlement  shall  be  re- 
quired. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  first 
comptroller  to  lay  before  Congress  annually, 
during  the  first  week  of  their  session,  a  list  of 
such  officers  as  shall  have  failed  in  that  year  to 
make  the  settlement  required  by  law. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the 
annual  statement  of  all  accounts  on  which  bal- 
ances appear  to  have  been  due  more  than  three 
years,  which  the  comptroller  is  now  required  by 
law  to  make,  he  shall  hereafter  distinguish  those 
accounts,  the  balances  appearing  on  which  shall 
in  his  opinion  be  owing  to  difficulties  of  form, 
which  he  may  think  it  equitable  shall  be  removed 
by  an  act  of  Congress;  and  where  the  debtors, 
by  whom  such  balances  shall  have  been  due  more 
than  three  years,  shall  be  insolvent,  and  have 
been  reported  to  Congress  for  three  successive 
years  as  insolvent,  the  comptroller  shall  not  be 
required  in  r>uch  case  to  continue  to  include  such 
balances  in  the  statement  above  mentioned. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
salary  of  the  comptroller,  appointed  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  shall  be  three  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  that  of  the  auditors,  each,  three  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
letters  and  packages  to  and  from  the  comptroller 
and  auditors,  herein  before  mentioned,  be  con- 
veyed free  of  postage,  under  the  same  regulations 
that  are  provided  by  law  for  other  officers  of 
Government;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  authorized  to  assign  the  several  sums 
appropriated  for  clerk-hire  in  the  offices  of  the 
accountant,  additional  accountant,  superintendent 
general  of  military  supplies,  and  accountant  of 
the  navy,  to  the  officers  hereby  created,  to  which 
their  respective  duties  shall  be  assigned. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  respecting  the  compensation  of  the  collectors 

therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
last  day  of  March  instant,  there  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid,  annually,  in  addition  to  the  sum  now 
allowed  by  law  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  for 
Edgartown,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  and  to  the 
collector  uf  the  customs  for  Plymouth,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  there  shall  also  be  paid 
annually  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  the  fees  and  other  emoluments 
of  office. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  la^t  day  of  March  instant,  there  .shall 
be  allowed  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  for 
Middletown,  in  Connecticut,  and  to  the  collector 
of  the  customs  in  Newburyport,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  three  per  centum  on  all  moneys  by 
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|ihem  receired  oq  accouat  of  the  duties  QpoD  im* 
•  portatioa  mod  oa  toooage. 
{{     Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


FubUc  Acts  of  Congrt»9. 


f^  Ad  Act  to  continae  in  force  the  second  lection  of  the 
it  *ct  entitled  "An  act  nupplemenltry  to  »n  act  to 
y^     reflate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

*'  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  on  all  foreign  ships  or 
r?vessels  which  shall  be  entered  in  the  United 
^iStates,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  from 
Ijany  foreign  port  or  place,  to  and  with  which  ves- 
\^*tl8  of  the  United  States  are  not  ordinarily  per- 
•  mitted  to  enter  and  trade,  there  shall  be  paid  a 
duty  at  the  rate  of  tvro  dollars  per  too,  to  be  levied 
^^od  collected  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
'^^me  regulations,  as  are  prescribed  by  law  in  re- 
/lation  to  the  duues  upon  tonnage  now  in  force, 
■i     Approred,  March  3,  1817. 


liquors,"  shall  prore,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  he  has  discon- 
tinued, at  any  time  since  the  said  first  of  July 
the  use  of  any  siill,  or  stills,  for  the  use  of  which 
the  said  license  was  granted,  aod  not  afterwards 
used  the  same,  then,  and  in  such  case,  it  may  be 
lawful  for  the  Secretary  ol  the  Treasury  to  remit 
such  proportion  of  the  said  duties  as  msy  have 
accrued  for  the  time  during  which  the  use  of  the 
said  still,  or  stills,  was  so  discontinued;  and,  if 
such  duties  have  been  paid,  then  to  repay  out'of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, that  proportion  of  such  duues  which 
accrued  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  ot 
said  still,  or  stills,  as  above  mentioned. 
Approved,  March  3,  1817. 
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:  jAn  Act  supplemenUry  to  "An  act  to  regulate  the  du- 
f  ties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

*  Beit  finacted,  fc,  That  in  all  cases  where  an 
^d  valorem  duty  shall  be  charged,  it  shall  be  cal- 
culated on  the  net  cost  of  the  article  at  the  place 
^whence  imported,  (exclusive  of  packages,  com- 
^oissioos,  charges  of  transportation,  export  duty, 
^nd  all  other  charges.)  with  the  usual  addition. 
▼.'Stablished  by  law,  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  all 
^merchandise  imported  from  places  beyond  the 
iCape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  ten  per  cent,  on  ar- 
•Jiieles  imported  from  all  other  places. 
.  |i    Approved,  March  3. 1817. 

I  j\n  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
J I  officars,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  were  lost  in  the 
!  I    United  Sutes  brig  Epervier. 

:{  Beit  enacted,  <^c.,  That  the  widow,  if  any  such 
Jihere  be,  and,  in  case  there  be  no  widow,  the  child 
;j*r  children,  if  there  be  no  child,  then  to  the  parents 
'^r  parent,  and  if  there  be  no  parent,  then  to  the 
;;^roihers  and  sisters  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
^ittarines,  who  were  in  the  service  of  the  United 
U^tates,  and  lost  in  the  brig  Epervier,  shall  be  en- 
^iLtied  to,  and  receive,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
{(Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  a  sum  equal 
,:i|)  six  months  pay  of  their  respective  deceased  rel- 
ij-yives  aforesaid,  in  addition  to  the  pay  due  to  the 
^;.'*id  deceased  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one 
;.5|iousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  to  which  day 
,  tlie  arrears  of  pay  due  the  deceased  shall  be  al- 
iJTwed  and  paid  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
.jSavy  Department. 
:jj  Approved,  March  3,  1S17 


An  Act  authorizing  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  the  Slate  of  Georgia  fifteen  per  centum  upon 
the  quota  of  direct  tax,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  assumed  and  paid  by  that 
State.  ' 

Beit  enacted,  f c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the  order 
of  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  for  the  use  of  that 
State,  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents,  being  an 
abatement  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  quota  of  di- 
rect tax,  payable  bv  that  State,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  which  quota 
was  paid,  but  notice  of  an  intention  to  assume  it 
not  given  in  time  to  entitle  the  said  State  to  the 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  under  the  act  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
above  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  m  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


^ 
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Act  antbortuog  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
remit  the  duties  therein  mentioned. 
j  t  Be  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That  if  any  person  to  whom 
.^license  shall  have  been  granted  before  the  first 
uky  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
^^nd  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  for  a  term  eitend- 
Ufg  beyouod  the  said  first  day  of  July,  according 
Hf  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 

.1: 


An  Act  more  effectaally  to  preserve  the  neutral  relation» 
of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  if  any  person  shall, 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  fit  out  and 
arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  procure  to 
be  fitted  out  and   armed,  or  shall   knowingly  be 
concerned  in  the  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming, 
of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  that  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
any  foreigo  Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  dis- 
trict or  people,  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities,  or 
to  aid  or  co-operate  in  any  warlike  measure  what- 
ever, against  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property  of 
any  Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or 
people,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace, 
every  such   person   so  oflending  shall,  upon   con- 
viction, be  adjudged  guilty  oJ  a  high  misdemean- 
or, and  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court  in  which  the  conviction  shall 
be  had,  so   that  the  fine  to  be  imposed   shall   in 
no  case  be  more  than  ten  thousand   dollars,  and 
the  term  of  imprisonment  shall   not  exceed   ten 
years;  and  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  her 
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tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  together  with  all 
materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores,  which 
may  have  been  procured  for  the  building  and 
equipment  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited,  one  half  to 
the  use  of  any  person  who  shall  give  information, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
owners  of  all  armed  ships,  sailing  out  of  the  ports 
of  tbe  United  States,  and  owned  wholly,  or  in 
part,  by  citizens  thereof,  shall  enter  into  bond  to 
the  United  States,  with  sufficient  sureties,  prior 
to  clearing  out  the  same,  in  double  the  amount 
uf  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  on  board,  in- 
cluding her  armament,  that  the  said  ship  or  ves- 
sel, shall  not  be  employed  by  such  owners  in 
croising  or  committing  hostilities,  or  in  aiding  or 
co-operating  in  any  warlike  tueasure  against  the 
subjects,  citizens,  or  property,  of  any  Prince  or 
State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  col- 
lectors of  tbe  customs  be,  aod  they  are  hereby, 
respectively  authorized  and  required  to  detain 
any  vessel  manifestly  built  for  warlike  purposes, 
aad  about  to  depart  from  the  United  States,  of 
which  the  cargo  shall  principally  consist  of  arms 
and  munitions  of  war,  when  tbe  number  of  men 
shipped  on  board,  or  other  circumstances,  shall 
render  it  probable  that  such  vessel  is  intended  to 
be  employed  by  the  owner  or  owners  to  cruise  or 
commit  hostilities  upon  the  subjfcts,  citizens,  or 
property  of  any  Prince  or  Stale,  or  of  any  colo- 
ny, district,  or  people  with  whom  the  United 
Slates  are  at  peace,  until  tbe  decision  of  the  Pres- 
ident be  had  thereupon,  or  until  the  owner  enters 
into  bond  and  sureties  to  the  United  Slates  prior 
to  clearing  out  the  same,  in  double  the  amount 
of  tbe  value  of  the  vessel  aod  cargo  on  board, 
including  her  armament,  that  the  said  ship  or 
vessel  shall  not  be  employed  by  the  owner  or 
owners  in  cruising  or  committing  hostilities,  or 
in  aiding  or  co-operaiing  in  any  warlike  measure 
against  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  properly  of  any 
Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or 
people,  with  whom  the  United  Stales  are  at  peace. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall,  within  the  territory  or  juribdictiuo 
of  the  United  Slates,  increase  or  augment,  or 
procure  to  be  increased  or  augmented,  or  shall  be 
knowingly  concerned  in  increasing  or  augment- 
ing the  force  of  any  ship-of-war,  cruiser,  oroiher 
armed  vessel,  which,  at  the  time  of  her  arrival 
within  the  United  States,  was  a  ship-of-war, 
cruiser,  or  armed  vessel  in  the  service  of  a  for- 
eign Prince  or  Slate,  or  of  any  colony,  district. 
or  people,  or  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of  any  such  Prince.  State,  colony,  district,  or  peo- 
pl(!,  the  same  being  at  war  with  any  foreign 
Prince  or  State  with  whom  the  United  Slates 
are  at  peace,  by  adding  to  the  number  or  size  of 
the  guns  of  such  vessels  prepared  for  use,  or  by 
the  addition  thereto  of  any  equipment  solely  ap- 
plicable to  war,  every  such  person,  so  offending, 
shall,  upon  conviction,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  aod  imprisoned 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court  in  which  the  con- ! 


viction  shall  be  had,  so  as  that  such  fines  shall 
not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars,  nor  the  term  of 
imprisonment  be  more  than  one  year. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  two 
years. 

Approved.  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial  Government 

for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  «f  c,  That  all  that  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  which  lies  within  the  fol- 
lowing boundaries,  to  wit :  beginning  at  the  point 
where  the  line  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north 
latitude  intersects  the  Perdido  river,  thence  east 
to  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  thence  along  said  line  to  the  southern 
boundary  line  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  thence 
west  along  said  boundary  line  to  the  Tennessee 
river,  thence  up  the  game  to  the  mouth  of  Bear 
creek,  thence  by  a  direct  line  to  the  northwest 
corner  of  Washington  county,  thence  due  south 
to  the  Gulf  of  iMexico,  thence  eastwardly,  inclu- 
ding all  the  islands  within  six  leagues  of  the 
shore,  to  the  Perdido  river,  and  thence  up  the 
same  to  the  beginning,  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
temporary  government,  constitute  a  separate  Ter- 
ritory, and  be  called  "  Alabama." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
offices  which  may  exist,  aod  all  laws  which  may 
be  in  force,  in  said  Territory,  within  the  bounda- 
ries above  described,  at  the  time  this  act  shall  go 
into  effect,  shall  continue  to  exist  and  be  in  force 
until  otherwise  provided  by  law.  And  tbe  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  a  Governor  and  Secretary  for  the  said 
Alabama  Territory,  who  shall  respectively  exer- 
cise the  same  power,  perform  the  same  duties, 
and  receive  for  their  services  the  same  compen- 
sation, as  are  provided  for  the  Governor  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  Mississippi  Territory:  Provided, 
That  the  appointment  of  said  Governor  and  Sec- 
retary shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate,  for  their 
advice  and  consent,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  an  additional  judge  of  tbe  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  who  shall  reside  in  the  eastern 
part  thereof,  aod  receive  tbe  same  compensation 
as  the  other  judges ;  and  that  tbe  judge  appointed 
by  virtue  of  an  act  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
lor  the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  for 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  together  with  the  judge 
appointed  for  Madison  county,  aod  ihe  judge  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  >hall  possess 
and  exercise  exclusive  original  jurisdiction  in 
the  superior  courts  of  Washington,  Baldwin, 
Clarke,  Monroe,  Montgomery,  Wayne,  Green, 
Jackson,  Mobile,  Madison,  and  of  such  new  coun- 
ties as  may  be  formed  out  of  them,  and  shall  ar- 
range ihe  same  among  themselves,  from  time  to 
lime:  Provided,  That  no  judge  shall  sit  more 
than  twice  in  succession  in  the  same  court,  and 
that  the  other  judges  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
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I 'shall  eieroise,  as  herecofore  authorized  by  an  act 
|jof  Congreyii,  or  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  ex- 
f 'elusive  jurisdiction  in  the  superior  courts  of  the 
; 'Other  counties.    That  a  general  court,  to  be  cora- 

•  ♦posed  of  the  judge  appointed  by  yirtue  of  the  act 
I  jf  twenty-seventh  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
jffaundred  and  four,  the  judge  appointed  for  Madi- 

*  Jion  county,  and  the  judge  to  be  appointed  by  vir- 
\pue  of  this  act,  or  any  two  of  ihem,  shall  be 
Jwolden  at  St.  Stephens,  commencing  on  the  6rst 
{-^ondays  of  January  and  July,  annually,  who 
l^hall  have  the  same  power  of  issuing  writs  of 
>^rror  to  the  superior  courts  of  the  counties  men- 
jjioned  in  this  section,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be 
llformed  in  the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory, 
iJwhich  was  given  bv  the  act  for  the  appointment 
<  Jpf  an  additional  judge,  passed  the  year  one  thou- 

•  jsand  eight  hundred  anifour.  to  the  superior  court 

•|)f  Adams   district,  ana  which  shall  poss^,  ex- 

jjclusively  of  the  courts  of  the  several  counties, 

jjhe    federal   jurisdiction   given    to   the   superior 

i|^ourts  of  the  Territories,  by  an  act  passed  the 

;-ihird  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

i:j*nd  five,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction 

^i'^D  certain  cases  to  the  Territorial  courts." 

JjJ    Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That   the 

J  J  rGovernor,  to  be  appointed  under  the  authority  of 

f 'jthis  act,  sh.ill.   immediately  after 
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entering  into 


•  -  })ffice,  convene,  at  the  town  of  St.  Stephens,  such 
j^f  the  mehibers  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
%iHou.se  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
i^itory,  as  may  then  be  the  Representatives  from 
•  |he  several  counties  within  the  limits  of  the  Ter- 
'i^itory  to  be  established  by  this  act  ;  and  the  said 
J  .nerabers  shall  constitute  the  Legislative  Council 
Ipnd   House  of  Representatives  for  the  aforesaid 
»'j(\labama  Tfrriu«-y,  whose  powers,  in  relation  to 
uhe  said  Territory,  shall  be.  until  the  expiration 
>^t  the  term  for  which  they  shall  have  been  cho- 
if£a,  or  until   Congress  shall   otherwise   provide, 
*:the  same  in  all  respects  as  are  now  possessed  by 
liixe  Legi,>lative  Council  and   House  of  Represen- 
Udjives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and  the  said 
-legislative  Council  and   House  of  Representa- 
'lives  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  so  formed,  shall 
^lave  power  to  nominate  six  persons  to  the  Presi- 
:  :||entof  the  United  States,  three  of  whom  shall 
.;  fbe  selected  by  hfm  for  members  of  the  Legislative 
■  ■^.(Jouncil,  in  addition   to   the  number  which    the 
:  ^jaid  Territory  may  possess  agreeably  to  the  fore- 
tjoing  provisions  of  this  section.     The  said   Le- 
J;>slaiive  Council  and  House   of  Representatives 
Shall  also  have  power  to  elect  a  Delegate  to  Con- 
fl^ress,  who  shall,  in  all  respects,  possess  the  same 
;iighis  and  immuniiies  as  other  Delegates  from 
'■territories  of  the  United  States, 
r;  Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
\^ct  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  so  soon  as  the 
*>onveniion,   the  appointment   whereof  has  been 
j^uthorized  by  Congress  at   their  present  session, 
^hall  bave  formed  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
^2?rnmeoi  for  that  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
*7ying  west  of  the  Territory  herein  described;  ot 
»  ^hicli  act  of  convention  the  Governor  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, for  the  time  being,  shall  give  immediate 
;  *otice  to  the  President  of  itie  United  Slates,  who 
* 

'i 

'.  < 


shall  thereupon  forthwith  proceed  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  second 
section  of  this  act;  but  in  case  said  convention 
shall  fail  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  <tov- 
ernraent,  as  aforesaid,  then  this  act  shall  become 
null  and  void,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  third 
section  thereof,  which  shall  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  per- 
sons who  shall  be  in  office,  within  the  Territory 
hereby  established,  when  the  said  conventioa 
shall  have  formed  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  to  held  and 
exercise  their  offices  in  all  respects  as  if  this  act 
had  never  been  made  ;  and  the  Governor  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices  in  relation  to  the  Territory 
hereby  established,  until  a  Governor  and  Secre- 
tary shall  be  appointed  therefor,  in  pursuance  to 
this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  judi- 
cial process  in  the  said  Territory  of  Alabama 
shall  be  issued  and  bear  test  as  heretofore;  nor 
shall  any  suit  be  discontinued  or  the  proceedings 
of  any  cause  stayed,  or  in  any  wise  affected  by 
anything  cQniaioed  in  this  act,  or  in  the  STct  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  Stale  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
fooling  with  the  original  States." 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
town  of  St.  Stephens  shall  be  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment for  the  said  Alabama  Territory,  until  it 
shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Legislature 
thereof. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  what- 
ever balance  may  remain  in  the  treasury  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  at  the  time  when  the  con- 
vention authorized  to  form  a  consiituiion  and 
Slate  government  for  the  western  part  of  said 
Territory,  may  have  formed  a  constitution  and 
Slate  government  for  the  same,  shall  be  divided 
between  the  new  State  and  Territory,  according 
to  the  amount  which  may  have  been  paid  into 
said  treasury  from  the  counties  lying  within  the 
limits  of  such   State  and  Territory  respectively. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  amend  and  explain  an  "Act  giving  pea- 
sions  to  the  orphans  and  widowa  of  persona  slain  tn 
the  public  or  pnvate  armed  vesaeU  of  the  United 
Sutes." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  if  any  officer,  seaman, 
or  marine,  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  shall  die,  or  shall  have  died,  since  the 
eighteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  in  con- 
sequence of  disease  contracted,  or  of  casualties 
or  injuries  received,  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty, 
and  which  shall  be  satisfactorily  proved  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  leav- 
ing a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children, 
under  sixteen  years  of  age,  such  widow,  or,  if 
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no  widow,  such  child  or  children,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to  which 
the  deceased  was  eniitled  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  allowance  shall  continue  for  the  term  of 
five  years;  but  in  case  of  the  death  or  intermar- 
riage of  such  widow,  before  the  expiration  of  the 
said  term  of  five  years,  the  half  pay.  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term,  shall  go  to  the  child  or 
children  of  the  deceased :  Provided.  That  such 
half-pay  shall  cease  on  the  death  of  such  child  or 
children.  And  ihe  money  required  for  ihi.H  pur- 
pose shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund, 
under  ihe  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  that 
fund. 
Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


complete  payment  shall  have  been  made  for  the 
whole  four  townships,  and  until  they  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  the  contract,  so  to  be  made 
as  aforesaid;  nor  shall  a  patent  be  granted  for  a 
greater  quantity  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
to  any  oue  person. 
Approved.  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  to  s«t  apart  and  dispoae  of  certain  pubhc 
landi,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine  and  olive. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duly  of 
the  Secretary  of  ihe  Trea.sury,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  to  de- 
signate, and  set  apart,  any  four  contiguous  town- 
ships, each  SIX  miles  square,  of  vacant  public 
lands,  lying  in  that  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory which  was  formed  into  a  land  district,  by 
the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  ascertaining  and 
surveying  of  .the  boundary  lines  fixed  by  the 
treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  ;  and  the  four 
townships,  so  designated  and  set  apart,  shall  be 
reserved  from  public  and  private  sale,  anything 
in  the  aforesaid  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Sac  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  said  foiir 
townships,  which  shall  have  been  designated  and 
set  apart,  as  aforesaid,  at  ihe  rale  of  two  dollars  I 
per  acre,  to  be  made  payable  fourteen  years  after  ! 
the  contract  shall  have  been  concluded  with  any 
agent,  or  agents,  of  the  late  emigrants  from 
France,  who  have  associated  together  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  settlement  in  the  United 
Slates:  Provided,  That  satisfactory  evidence 
shall  be  produced  that  such  agent,  or  agents,  are 
duly  authorized  to  form  such  contract,  and  that 
the^mjmber  of  such  emigrants,  being  of  full  age, 
for  which  he  or  they  are  authorized  to  act,  are 
equal  at  lea^-t  to  the  nuinber  of  half  sections  con- 
tained in  the  four  townships  proposed  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

Sec.  3.   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  j 
said  Secretary  shall   have  power  to  make  such  ' 
allotment  of  the  lands  among   the  individuals,  { 
and   to  stipulate,   in   the   proposed   contract,    for  | 
such  conditions  of  settlement  and  cultivation  of  ' 
ihe  vine,  and  other  vegetable  productions,  as  may  | 
10  him  appear  reasonable;  and  that  on  ihe  ful- | 
filment  of  such  conditions  shall   the  issuing  of  1 
grant:!,  for  the  lands,  be  made  to  depend:  Pro 
vided,  That  no  paienl  shall  be  granted  for  any 
of  the  lands  aforesaid,  nor  shall  any  tiile  be  ob- 
tained therefor,  either  at  law  or  in  equity,  until 
1  nil  Con.  Zd  -Skss.— 42 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  for 
the  public  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Miaaia- 
sippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain  lands  therein 
described. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  a  surveyor  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
lying  north  of  an  east  and  west  line,  to  be  drawn 
from  the  river  Mississippi,  through  Fort  Wil- 
liams, to  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Stale 
of  Georgia,  shall  be  appointed,  whose  duty  ii 
shall  be  to  engage  a  sufficient  number  of  skilful 
surveyors  as  his  deputies,  and  to  cause  the  lands 
abovementioned,  which  have  not  already  been 
surveyed,  and  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extinguished,  to  be  surveyed  and  divided  in  the 
manner  provided  by  law  for  the  surveying  of  the 
other  public  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  lo  do  and  perform  all  such 
acts  in  relation  to  the  said  lands,  lo  transmit  plats 
of  survey  in  the  manner,  and  lo  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  the  deputy  surveyor,  chain-carriers,  and 
axe  men,  under  the  same  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions of  expense  in  surveying,  as  is  by  law  di- 
rected and  provided  for  the  regul.iion  of  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  tlie  surveyor  of  the  lands  south 
of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  ibe  other 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.  And 
the  said  surveyor,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  thall  be  entitled  to  receive,  for  his  services, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  as  an  annua! 
compensation. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, to  which  the  Indian  liile  has  been  extin- 
guished, lying  north  of  the  aforesaid  east  and 
west  line,  and  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
offered  for  sale,  shall  be  attached  to,  and  made  a 
part  of,  the  land  district  of  Madison,  in  the  said 
Territory. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
lands,  by  this  act  attached  to  the  district  of  Madi- 
son, after  having  been  surveyed  according  to  law, 
shall,  wiih  the  exception  of  the  section  No.  16,  in 
each  township,  which  shall  be  reserved  for  the 
support  of  schools  therein,  and  with  the  further 
exception  of  such  sections,  not  exceeding  ten  in 
number,  as  the  President  shall  designate,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  out  and  establishing  towns 
thereon,  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder, 
under  the  direction  of  the  register  of  the  land 
office,  and  the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  the 
place  where  the  land  office  is  kept,  and  on  such 
day,  or  days,  as  shall,  by  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  be  de>i'Tnaled  for 
thai  purpose;  tiie  sales  shall  remain  open  two  " 
weeks,  and  no  longer.  The  lands  shall  not  be 
sold  for  less  than  two  dollars  an  acre,  and  shall 
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tf  every  other  respect  be  sold  in  tracts  of  the 
iJnie  size,  and  on  the  same  terms,  and  conditions, 
al  hare  been,  or  may  be,  provided  for  lands  sold 
(A  the  same  district.  All  the  lands  offered  for 
■ijLe,  and  remaining  unsold  at  the  close  of  the 
-»id  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  of  at  private 
^e  by  the  register  of  the  land  oflBce,  in  the  same 
li?anner,  for  the  same  price,  and  on  the  same 
frrnQs,and  conditions, as  are,  or  may  be,  provided 
fciir  the  sale  of  other  lands  in  the  same  district, 
49d  patents  shall  be  granted  in  the  same  manner. 
■^^  on  the  same  terms,  as  for  other  lands  in  the 
iJfid  district. 

>  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the 

&{gister  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  shall  each 

Sceive  five  dollars,  for  each  day's  attendance  in 

iii|recting  the  public  sales,  directed  by  this  act. 

!tSEc.  5.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the 

fpesident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 

4.  authorized  to  cause  the  sections,  reserved  as 

51'oresaid,  for  establishing  towns  thereon,  to  be 

^*id  off  into  lots,  under  the  direction  of  the  sur- 

jj'yor  appointed  as  aforesaid ;  and  when  the  sur- 

Wy  of  the  lots  shall  be  completed,  plats  thereof 

jjall  be  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 

general  Land  Office,  and  the  Register  of  the 

JBand  Office,  and  the  lots  shall  be  offered,  to  the 

yighesi  bidder,  at  public  sale,  on  such  day  or  days 

\i%  the  President  shall,  by  his  proclamation,  de- 

,:^nate  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  sold  on  the 

i^me  terms  and  conditions,  in  every  respect  (ex- 

^<r»pt  as  to  the  quantity  of  land)  as  have  or  may 

'^i  provided  for  the  sale  of  the  other  public  lands 

"Cii  the  said  district:  Provided,  That  no  lot  shall 

Jf  sold  for  a  less  price  than  at  the  rate  of  six  dol- 

■>i#rsper  acre;  nor  shall  there  be  reserved  for  the 

iyrpose  aforesaid  more  than  one  section  in  any 

^e  township. 

*  Approved,  March  3.  1S17. 


Ajfl  Act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  deciiions  of  the 
";  Supreme  Court. 

}Be  it  enacted,  if-c.  That  the  reporter  who  shall, 
tfotn  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by  the  Supreme 
(|ijurt  of  the  United  States,  to  report  its  decisions, 
s^all  be  entitled  to  receive,  from  the  Treasury  of 
ijje  United  States,  as  annual  compensation  for 
hU  services,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars: 
t*rovided,  nevertheless.  The  said  compensation 
^lall  not  be  paid  unless  the  said  reporter  shall 
i>Jint  and  publish, or  cause  to  be  printed  and  pub- 
IjHihed.  the  decisions  of  the  said  court,  made  dur- 
\%g  the  time  he  shall  act  as  such  reporter,  within 
:(i^  months  after  such  decisions  shall  be  made, 
'i^d  shall  deliver  eighty  copies  of  the  decisions,  so 
flinted  and  publisiied.  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
without  any  expense  to  the  United  States,  and 
which  copies  shall  be  distributed  as  follows,  to 
V|it :  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
jfcdges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Judges  of 
tfe  District  Courts,  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  Stales,  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  the  Secre- 
tary of  ihe  Treasury,  the  Secretary  ot  War.  the 
Jrfccretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Comptroller  of  the 
l^reasury,  the  Postmaster  General,  the  Commis- 


sioner of  the  Revenue,  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  the  Judges  of  the  several 
Territories  of  the  United  Stales,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Slates,  the  Paymaster  General,  the  Accountants 
of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  and  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  one  copy  each  ;  and 
the  residue  of  said  copies  shall  be  deposited  in, 
and  become  part  of,  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  incase 
of  the  death,  resignation,  or  dismission  from  office, 
of  either  of  the  officers  beforementioned.  the  said 
copies  of  the  decisions,  delivered  to  them  as  afore- 
said, shall  belong  to,  and  be  delivered  up  to.  their 
respective  successors  in  the  said  offices. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  ?hall  be,  and  continue,  in  force  for  three 
years,  and  no  longer. 

Approved.  March  3,  1817. 
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An  Act  concerning  Invahd  Pensioners. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be.  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  ihe  follow- 
ing named  persons  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid 
pensioners  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to,  and  receive,  pensions  according  to  the 
rates,  and  commencing  at  the  times,  hereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say: 

Johnson  Cook,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen. 

Joseph  Wilkinson, at  the  rate  of  eightdoUarsper 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Maxwell,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Elihu  Lester,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Dagyel  CoUomy,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
month^,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Benjamin  Halle,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fit'teen. 

John  Haney,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Uriah  Warren,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  tu  comtuence  on  the  fifth  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Jonathan  D.  Carrier,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  mouth,  to  commence  on  ilie  twenty-eighth  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen. 

John  Myers,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  thirty- 
three  and  a  third  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  ihe  fifteenth  of  I^vember,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixtee/fT 

James  Newberry,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
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per  month,  to  commence  the  nineteenth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Arnold,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of  Oc- 
tober, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

R.  J.  Lowry,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  elev- 
enth of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen. 

Jesse  McAnnally.  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Apheus  Hill,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Leroy  Jones,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  and 
thirty-two  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
fifth  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen.  . 

William  Wilson,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

John  McClure,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  of  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Robert  Warrel,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Carter,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  00 
the  seventh  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen. 

William  English,  at  the  rale  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Henry  Doheriy,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventh  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

George  Hendrick.  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  mouth,  to  commence  on  the  seventh  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

John  Hinkson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tweniieih  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Jeptha  Brown,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

John  Miller,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
raonih,  to  commence  on  the  second  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundered  and  seventeen. 

Aaron  Stafford,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  thirty- 
three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud 
seventeen. 

Elias  Ware,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Daniel  Moffett,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Aug- 
ust, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Frederick  P.  Stevenson,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  sixth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen. 

Sion  Holly,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  and 
thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 


the  twenty-eighth  of  February,   one   thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Robert  Lyon,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Henry  Turner,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  and 
ihirty-ihree  cents  per  month,  to  commence  oa 
the  seventh  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen. 

Mark  Miller,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

George  G.  Greiten.  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  • 
and  sixty-six  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
I  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Glover  Baker,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 

I  month,   to   commence   on   the   twenty-ninth   of 

October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Nathan  Crosby,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

James  Heard,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen. 

Joshua  Penny,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen. 

Enoch  Barnum,  at  the  rale  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Malyne  Baker,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Reuben  Thacker,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  named  persons,  already 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  an- 
nexed to  their  names;  the  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  limes  herein  mentioned,  and  be  in 
lieu  of  pensions  they  at  present  receive,  that  is  to 
say: 

Nicholas  Welsh,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth, 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

George  Shannon,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  dollars 
per  month;  commencing  on  the  eleventh  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  to  fix  the  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Marine 

Corps. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c.,  That  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  Marine  Corps  shall  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  viz:  one  lieutenant  colonel 
commandant,  nine  captains,  twenty-four  first 
lieutenants,  sixteen  second  lieutenants,  one  adju- 
tant and  inspector,  one  paymaster,  and  one  quar- 
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tegrmaster,  to  be  (aken  from  the  said  captaios  and 
lj(»utenaDts.  seveniy-three  corporals,  forty-two 
drums  and  fifes,  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
privates. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
l*;psident  of  the  Untied  States  cause  the  pro- 
tfsioDs  of  thi>  act  to  be  carried  into  effect  on  the 
|J^^t  day  of  April  next,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
^i^cumstancei;  will  admit,  and  cause  any  super- 
<|*merary  officers  to  be  discharged  from  the  ser- 
v^e  of  the  United  States;  and  to  all  persons  so 
qi^charged  there  shall  be  paid  three  months'  ad- 
ditional pay. 

;  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
^treiiident  of  the  United  Slates  may,  in  the  recess 
(jf  the  Senate,  appoint  any  of  the  officers  author- 
i):od  by  this  act,  which  appointments  shall  be 
•^milled  to  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  for 
i^ir  advice  and  consent. 

'  Approved,  March  3,  1817, 

^  — 

aA  Act  maklDg  an  appropriation  for  opening  and  cat- 
,  ting  oat  a  road  therein  described. 

i^e  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  sum  of  four  thou- 
««^d  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, and  payable  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Ti«'asury  noi  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 
J^^rte  of  opening  and  cutting  out  a  roaif  from  Rey- 
tf*[dsburgh,  on  Tennessee  river,  in  the  State  of 
'i'tanessee.  through^he  Chickasaw  nation,  to  in- 
^ffj-ect  the  Natcher  road  near  the  south  end  of 
^l^  Chicka.^a.w  old  town,  agreeable  to  the  sur- 
\}t4'  and  marked  lines  heretofore  made  by  Messrs. 
^ounson  and  Dickson,  commissioners,  appointed 
♦jyflhe  Presidi-nt  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
tjQi  opening  oi  said  road  shall  be  under  the  direc- 
»<ap  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
:  Approved,  .March  3,  1^817. 

>'|An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  Creek  Indiana. 
■:  iSe  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
^e^and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  the  sum 
rjf'eighty-five  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the 
l^ji^ndly  Creek  Indians,  whose  property  was  de- 
^jfoyed  by  the  hostile  Creek  Indians  in  the  late 
^r,  in  fair  and  just  proportions  to  the  losses 
w'jjich  they  liave  severally  sustained  from  such 
tcJians,  whic^  amount  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
(tiOneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
dialed. 
*i:Approved;  March  3,  1817. 


iAo  Act  to  aijllhoriie  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasory 
J  Xo  cause  rt|.aymentB  to  bo  made  of  certain  alien 
>  dutiea. 

J^Be  it  enacted,  <fc  .  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
^i-easury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  cause 
i;be  repaid^or  remitted,  all  alien  or  discrimina- 

!'i»g  duties,  either  upon  tonnage  or  merchandise 
Iported,  in  respect  to  all  BriiL^  vessels  which 
»ve  been  entered  in  ports  of  the'jjgit.ed  Slates 
any  time  between  the  seventeen  tlioi^Au^ust, 
ic  thousand:  eight  hundred  and  fifteen^^rad  the 
venty-secojiil  of  December,  in  the  same  year, 

•I 

,« 


excepting  oolf  sach  duties  as  may  have  been 
paid  or  secured  on  the  tonnage  of  ships,  or  upoa 
the  merchandise  imported  therein,  which  ships 
have  been  entered  in  the  United  States  from  a 
j  colony  or  district,  into  or  with  which  vessels  of 
;  the  United  States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to 
I  enter  and  trade. 

Approved,  March  3,  >817. 


An  Act  anthoriiing  the  payment  of  a  lam  of  money 
lo  Nathaniel  Seavey,  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
required  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars  in  equal  proportions  to  Nathan- 
iel Seavey,  Richworth  Mason,  and  Daniel  To- 
bey,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  their  agent, 
or  legal  representatives;  which  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars  is  paid  to  them  as  an  evidence 
entertained  by  Congress  of  their  valor  and  good 
conduct,  in  having  recaptured  the  schooner  Piok, 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  made 
prisoners  of  the  prize  crew  of  said  schooner,  con- 
sisting of  three  British  seamen  ;  which  prisoneck 
were  delivered  to  the  collector  of  Wiscasset  in 
the  District  of  Maine ;  and  also  as  compensation 
for  the  prisoners  so  taken. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


\n  Act  for  the   relief  of  the  widow   and  rbildrec  of 
Arnold  Henry  Dohrraan,  deceaaed. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  there  be,  and  here«by 
is,  granted  to  Rachel  Dohrman,  widow  of  Arnold 
Henry  Dohrman,  late  of  Sieubenville,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  deceased,  the  sum  ol  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  annually,  during  her  life,  payable 
quarterly,  from  and  after  the  thirty  first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  lo  each  of  the  minor 
children  of  the  said  Dohrman,  until  they  shall 
respectively  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  ihe  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  payaNe 
quarterly,  from  and  after  the  thirty  first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen; the  said  grams  to  the  said  minor  children 
shall  be  received  and  applied  for  their  support 
and  education,  and  shall  be  accounted  fur  in  con- 
formity to  the  laws  that  now  are,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  in  force  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  providing 
for  the  management  of  the  estates  of  orphans. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
grants  herein  made  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
neys in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Aaa  Wella. 
Be  it  enacted,  j-c.  That  there  be  paid  to  Asa 
Wells  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dollars  and  ninety-five  cent"*,  on  account  of  the 
costs  incurred  by  him  in  the  defence  of  suits 
brought  against  ium   for   acts  done  in   the  di*- 
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charge  of  his  duly  as  an  officer  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  that  ihe  same  be  paid  to  the  said  Asa 
Wells  out   of  any  money   in   the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  anthorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  Teakle  Savage,  and  others. 

Whereas,  during  the  late  war.  Captain  Teakle 
Savage  did  volunteer  his  services  and  the  use  of 
his  boat  to  the  officers  commanding  at  Hampton, 
in  Virginia,  and  did,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
of  the  militia  stationed  at  that  place,  and  in  com- 
pany with  the  revenue  cutter  commanded  by 
Captain  Ham,  capture  one  launch  and  two  barges 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  make  prisoners  of 
one  lieutenant,  one  midshipman,  one  boatswain, 
and  fifty-two  privates  and  marines  ;  which  boats 
were  valued,  by  officers  appointed  by  General 
Wade  Hampton,  commander  at  Norfolk,  at  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollar?,  which  boats  and  prisoners  were  delivered 
to  the  proper  authority  of  the  United  States : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  (f-c,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  required,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  to  the  said 
Teakle  Savage,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  mili- 
tia who  served  with  him,  and  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  revenue  cutter  aforesaid,  or  to  the 
agent  of  such  persons,  or  their  legal  representa- 
tive, where  any  of  them  should  be  dead,  the  sum 
of  four  thousand  and  twenty  dollars,  to  be  divi- 
ded among  the  said  officers  and  men,  conforma- 
bly to  the  principles  of  the  laws  relating  lo  the 
division  of  prize  money. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized 
to  appoint  an  agent  to  distribute  the  money  afore- 
•said.  in  the  manner  herein  directed,  to  the  seve- 
ral persons  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  upon 
their  producing  to  the  said  agent  satisfactory 
evidence  that  they  are  entitled  thereto. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  acts  now  in  force  as 
aathonzes  a  loan  of  money,  or  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  any  act, 
or  acts,  of  Congress  as  authorizes  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  borrow  money  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  cause  certifi- 
cates of  stock  to  be  issued  for  money  so  bor- 
rowed, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed : 
Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  invalidate,  or  in  any 
way  affect,  any  securities  or  claims  for  money 
heretofore  borrowed  under  the  said  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  any  act,  or  acts,  of  Congress  as  author- 
izes the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  cause 
Treasury  notes  to  be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed:  Provided, 
al\Day$,  That  notbiDg  in  this  act  contained  shall 


be  construed  to  affect  the  rights  of  any  persons 
who  may  be  the  holders  of  Treasury  notes  al- 
ready issued. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen," 
as  makes  it  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  cause  the  Treasury  notes,  in  cases  therein 
mentioned,  to  be  reissued  and  applied  anew  to 
the  same  purposes,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as 
when  originally  issued,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, repealed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
Treasury  notes  which  are  now,  or  shall  hereaf- 
ter become  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
(from  reimbursement,  purchase,  exchange,  or  re- 
ceipts, on  account  of  taxes,  duties,  and  demands,) 
shall  be  cancelled  or  destroyed  at  such  limes,  and 
under  such  regulations  and  securities,  as  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President,  shall  establish  and 
determine. 

Approved,  March  3.  1817. 


An  Act  making  ajiditioRfti^appropriations  to  defny 
the  expenses  of|thp^rmy  and  MiUtia  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Brit&in. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment,  and  those 
incurred  by  calling  out  the  militia  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  addition  lo  the 
sums  heretofore  appropriated  by  law  for  these 
objects,  the  following  suras  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  appropriated,  viz  : 

For  ihe  pay  of  the  army  and  militia,  including 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ex- 
clusive of  interest,  advanced  by  the  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
militia  of  said  State,  during  the  late  war,  sevea 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  ihe  Ciuartermasier's  department,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Ordnance  department,  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  balances  due  to  certain 
States,  on  account  of  disbursements  for  militia 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

For  paying  the  expenses  incurred  in  ascer- 
taining and  surveying  the  boundary  lines  estab- 
lished by  the  treaty  lately  made  with  the  Creek 
Indians,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  suras,  hereby  appropriated,  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  PuUic 

Debt 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  of  Congress,  as  makes  appropriations  for 
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:  'he  purchase  or  reimbursement  of  the  principal. 
i'  or  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  of  the  funded 
•'.  ilebt  of  the  United  States  be.  and  the  same  is 
Jjereby,  repealed. 

:  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from 
^e  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported, and  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  from 
f^ie  proceeds  of  the  internal  duties,  and  of  the 
Iples  of  Western  lands,  now  belonging,  or  which 
may  hereafter  belong,  to   the   United  States,  the 
.  Cnnual  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  be.  and  the 
;  jame   is  yearly,  appropriated    to    the    Sinking 
.;  ^und  ;  and  the  said  sum  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
r-fested   in    the   Commissioners   of  the   Sinking 
Tund,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  moneys  here- 
tofore appropriated  to  the  said  fund,  to  be  applied 
byi  the  said  Commissioners  to  the  payment  of 
interest  and  charges,  and  to  the  reimbursement 
;^ -or  purchase  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt; 
i;sind  it  shall   be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
JfTreasury  annually  to  cause  to  be  paid   to  the 
fcCommissioners  ot  the  Sinking   Fund,   the  said 
^um  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  in  such  payments, 
♦^and  at  such  times  in  each  year,  as  the  situation 
J^of  the  Treasury  will  be^i  idmit :  Provided,  That 
\  all  such  payments  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable 
;.,liie  said  Commissioners  to  discharge  or  reimburse 
S^ny  demands  against  the   United  States,  on  ac- 

•  count  of  the  principal  or  interest  of  the  debt 
5  which  shall  be  actually  due  in  conformity  to  the 
''engagemeqts  of  the  said  United  States,  shall  be 
:  jraade  at  such  times  in  each  year  as  will  enable 

•  the  said  (JJommissioners  faithfully  and  punctu- 
r.allyto  conjply  with  such  engagements:  Provi- 
i-ded.  also,  That  any  money  which  may  have 
l  been  paid,  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  the 
^Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  year 
'  jne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  as  a 

l>art  of  the,annual  appropriation  heretofore  made 

by  law  to  >hat  fund,  shall   be  held  to  be  a  pay- 

^iDent  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

'^jjnd  seventeen,  on  account  of  the  appropriation 

;'i>f  ten  millions  hereinbefore  directed. 

••jf.  Sec.  3.    Arid  be  it  further  enacted,    That  in 

f^J^Jdition   to  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars, 

liereinbefore  annually  appropriated  to  the  Sink- 

JJd|  Fund,  there  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  year 

;  >nt  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  lo 

•  she  Sinkinjf  Fund,  the  further  sum  of  nine  mil- 
Jjons  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
Ihe  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  at  such 
iime  withiQ  the  year  as  the  Secretary  of  the 

;  JTreasury  shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  pub- 

■  jic  interest,  to  be  applied  by  the  Commissioners 

■^t  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  purchase  or  redemp- 

.|3»on  of  the  public  debt;  and  it  shall  be  lawful 

ijftr  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  any  time 

•glaring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

'^<venteen.  if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  do  so. 

.^rt.  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 

; {^inking  Fund  a  further  sum.  not  exceeding  four 

•!|3illions  of  dollars,  which  shall  be  considered  as 

■^n  advance  to  that  amount,  on  the  appropriation 

*f  ten  millions,  payable  in  the  next  year,  and  the 

i»>id  amount  shall  also  be  applied  by  the  said 

'Commissioners  to  the  purchase  or  redemption  of 
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the  public  debt,  and  the  Commissioners  aforesaid 
are  authorized  and  directed  to  apply  the  sumsby 
this  act  appropriated  to  the  purchase  and  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  holden  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  if  not  otherwise  to  be  obtained 
on  the  terms  stated  in  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
teen, whenever  there  shall  be,  at  any  time  after 
an  adjournment  of  Congress,  in  any  year,  a  sur- 
plus of  money  in  the  Treasury,  above  the  sums 
appropriated  for  the  service  of  such  year,  the 
payment  of  which  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  will  yet  leave  in  the  Treasury,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  a  balance  equal  to  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  then  such  surplus  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  to  be  paid  at  such  times  as  the  situation  of 
the  Treasury  will  best  permit;  and  shall  be  ap- 
plied, by  the  Commissioners  thereof,  to  the  pur- 
chase or  redemption  of  the  public  debt. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever, in  any  year,  there  shall  be  a  surplus  in  the 
Sinking  Fund,  beyond   the   amount  of  interest 
and  princi|)al,  which  may  be  actually  due  and 
payable  by  the   United   States,  in  such   year,  in 
conformity   with    their  engagements,  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United   States,  to  purchase 
the  debt  of  the  United  States  at  its  market  price, 
if  such  price  shall  not  exceed  the  following  rates, 
viz:  for  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing  an 
interest  of  three  per  centum,  there  shall   not   be 
paid  more  than  sixty-five  dollars  for  every  hun- 
dred dollars  of  the   principal  thereof;  for  slock 
bearing  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  there  shall   not  be  paid  more  than  the 
par  or  true  value  thereof;  and  for  stock  bearing 
an   annual  interest   of  seven    per  centum,  there 
shall  not  be  paid  an  advance  above  the  par  value 
thereof,  which  shall  exceed,  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  stock,  the  computed  value  of  an  annuity 
of  one  dollar  for  a  number  of  years,  equal  to  that 
during  which  the  stock  so  purchased  will  not  be 
reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  Government,  es- 
timating, in  such  compulation,   the   interest   of 
money  at  six  per  centum  per  annum. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
certificates  of  public  debt  which,  by  payment  or 
purchase,  have  become,  or  hereafter  shall  become, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  can- 
celled or  destroyed,  at  such  times,  and  under  such 
regulations  and  securities,  as  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President,  shall  establish  and  deiermiiJe. 
And  no  interest  shall  be  considered  as  accruing, 
and  no  payment  shall  be  made,  on  account  of 
such  debt,  the  certificates  of  which  have  been  so 
cancelled  and  destroyed. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  noth- 
ing ID  this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  Congre^  of  the  United  States,  if  war 
shall  occur  with  any  foreign  Power,  from  apply- 
ing, to  any  object  of  pubfic  .service,  any  surplus 
of  the  amount  herein  appropriated  to  the  Sinking 
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Fund,  which  may  be  lel't  in  any  year  after  pay- 
ing  the    interest   and    principal  which  may  be  , 
actually  due   and  payable  by  the  United  Slates,  j 
in    conformity    with    their   engagements.      Nor  i 
shall  anything  in  this  act  be  construed  to  repeal,  i 
alter,  or  affect  any  of  the  provisions  of  any  former  ( 
act.  pledging  the   faith  of  the  United  States  to  ! 
the  payment  of  the   interest  or  principal  of  ibe  I 
public  debt,  but  all  such  payments  shall  continue  j 
to  be  made  at  the  time  neretofore  prescribed  by  ^ 
law,  excepting  only  as  before  provided,  and  no 
payments  shall   be  made   on  certificates  which  ' 
have  become  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  making  proviaion  for  the  location  of  the  lands 
reserved  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  9th 
of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  na- 
tion, to  certain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  that  nation, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  chiefs  and  war- 
rior? of  the  Creek  nation  who,  by  virtue  of  the 
first  ariicle  of  the  treaty  of  the  ninth  of  August, 
one  thousand  eighi  hundred  and  fourteen,  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  that  nation  of  In- 
dians, are  entitled  to  a  reservation  of  land,  which 
shall  include  their  improvements,  shall  be  author- ' 
jzed  to  locate  said  reservation  in  the  following  j 
manner,  viz  : 

Every  such  chief  or  warrior  shall  and  may 
select  such  four  quarter  sections,  or  such  number 
of  quarter  sections  and  fractional  parts  of  ejections, 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land,  as  have  been  or  may  be  surveyed,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third 
day  ot  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifieeb,  and  as  shall  include  their  respective  im- 
provements. And  in  case  such  chief  or  warrior 
shall  have  resided  at  one  place,  and  cultivated  a 
farm  or  plantation  at  another  place,  he  may,  at 
his  option,  select  such  quarter  sections  and  frac- 
tional parts  of  sections,  as  shall  include  his  said 
separateimprovements:  Provided. ho-wever,  That 
the  lauds  so  selected  shall  enure  to  such  chief  or 
warrior,  so  long  only  as  he  shall  continue  to  oc- 
cupy and  cultivate  the  same;  and,  in  case  he 
shall  not  have  atjandoned  the  possession,  shall, 
on  his  decease,  descend  to  and  vest  in  his  heirs  in 
fee  simple,  reserving  to  the  widow  of  such  chief 
or  warrior  the  use  an  I  occupation  of  one-third 
part  of  said  lands,  during  her  natural  life. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  firther  enacted.  That  when 
any  chief  or  warrior,  so  entitled  to  a  reservation 
of  land  at  the  tune  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty, 
shall  have  since  died,  and  led  a  widow  and  child 
or  children,  who  has  or  have  continued  to  occupy 
and  cultivate  the  said  land;  they  shall  have  the 
right  of  selection  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
original  claimant  would  have,  if  he  were  living  ; 
and  the  iiile  ol  the  lands,  so  selected,  shall  be  a  tee 
simple  title  in  the  child  ur  cuildren,  reserving  to 
the  widow,  if  any,  the  use  and  occupation  of  one- 
third  of  the  land  during  her  life  :  Provided,  hov- 
evtr,  That  the  said   child  or  children  shall  not 


have  the  power  to  alienate  the  said  lands,  except 
by  devise,  until  each  and  every  one  of  them  shall 
have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

Sec.  3.  And  ba  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
descendant  of  any  native  Creek  Indian,  male  or 
female,  who,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war  with  the  hostile  Creeks,  occupied  and  cul- 
tivated a  farm  or  plantation;  who  continued 
friendly  to  the  United  Stales  during  that  war^ 
and  who.  after  the  termination  of  hostilities,  re- 
turned to,  and  has  continued  to  occupy  and  cul- 
tivate, the  said  farm  or  plantation,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  reservati_on  of  two  quarter  sections  of 
land,  to  be  selected  in  the  manner  stated  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  which  land  shall  enure 
to  them  so  long  as  they  ihall  continue  to  occupy 
and  cultivate  the  same;  and,  on  their  death  shall 
descend,  in  fee,  to  their  children  ;  and  on  failure 
of  children,  shall  revert  to  the  United  States,  re- 
serving, however,  to  the  husband  or  widow,  as 
the  case  may  be,  the  right  to  occupy  and  culti- 
vate one-third  part  of  the  lands  during  their  na- 
tural lives. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
child  or  children  of  any  chief  or  warrior  of  the 
Creek  nation,  who  resided  within  the  limits  of 
the  said  ceded  country,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  Creek  war,  and  who  was  killed  or  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  said 
war.  or  who  has  since  died  of  wounds  received 
therein,  shall  be  entitled,  without  payment,  to  a 
reservation  of  so  much  land  as  such  chief  or 
warrior  would  have  been  entitled  to,  had  he  been 
living  at  the  time  said  treaty  was  signed  ;  which 
land  shall  be  located  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  the  agent  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Creek  nation  shall  immediatey  proceed  to  take 
such  evidence  as  each  and  every  person,  who 
may  be  entitled  to  lands  under  the  provisions  of 
it,  shall  be  able  to  adduce  in  support  of  such 
title.  The  evidence  shall,  as  far  as  practicable, 
be  taken  by  the  agent  on  the  land  occupied  by 
such  claimant;  and  in  all  cases  where  he  shall 
be  of  opinion  that  the  claim  is  a  valid  one,  the 
quarter  sections,  including  the  improvements, 
shall  be  designated  as  provided  for  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act;  and  the  agent  shall,  without 
delay,  return  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
the  evidence  taken  in  each  case,  reserving  a  copy 
thereof,  together  with  the  names  of  the  claimants. 
and  the  numbers  of  the  quarter  sections  reserved 
for  them,  respectively.  And  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, shall  finally  decide  on  the  validity  of  such 
claim. 

Sec.  C.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
agents  shall  transmit,  without  delay,  to  the  regis- 
ter of  the  land  office  for  the  district  in  which  the 
lands  may  be,  a  statement  of  the  names  of  the 
claimants,  and  the  numbers  of  the  quarter  sec- 
tions whf^  have  been  reserved  for  each  claim- 
ant ;  and  the  register  of  the  land  office  shall  not 
offer  any   such  quarter  section  for  sale,  unless 
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:  «yp<cially  directed  otherwise  by  the  Secretary  of 
■•Tfhe  Treasury. 

:'  [  Sec.  7.  And  be  a  further  enacted,  That  the  agent 
,  t|f  the  United  States  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition 
fO  his  salary,  the  sura  of  three  dollars  per  day, 
j,;:  whilst  occupied  io  performing  the  duties  assigned 
•  to  him    by  this  act;  and  he  shall  be  authorized 

^0  employ  a  surveyor,  in  those  cases  where  it 
jpiay  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
^4t)e  quarter  sections  of  the  land  to  be  allotted  to 
^nch  claimant. 

r     Sbc.  8.    And  be  it  further  enacted.    That  the 
^txpenses   which   shall    be   incurred   in   carrying  i 
5?jto  effect  this  act,  shall   be  paid  out  of  any'mo"  I 

itcys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  I 

;;  Approved.  March  3.  1817. 

*i  . 

Aia   Act  making    appropriations    for    the  support  cf 
.:the  Navy  of  the   United   States,  for  the   year   one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 
J  Be  it  enacted,  f  c,   That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
I^nses  ol   the  Navy,  for  the  year  one   thousand 

tht  hundred  and  seventeen,  the  following  sums 
and  they  are  hereby,  respectively,  <ppropria- 
^that  is  to  say:  *        ^' 

•For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
ot  seamen,  one  million  ninety-two  thousand  seven 
hijndred  and  thirty-two  dollars. 

'For  provisions,  fuur  hundred  and  ninety-six 
tfipusand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 

:For  medicine,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
01)  account  of  sick,  including  those  of  thc/raarine 
,  cotps,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

jfoT  repairs  of  vessels,  three  hundred  and  twen- 
tj(f»ive  thousand  dollars. 

^"or  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  military  stores 
o^e^hundred  thousand  dollars.  ' 

Ji'or  the  purchase  of  saltpetre  and  sulphur,  twen- 
t;;jnhousand  dollars. 

For  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharves,  one  hund- 
it'4  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For   contingent   expenses,    including    freight 
tjupsportation,   and    recruiting    expenses     three 
bsAdred  and  fifiy  thousand  dollars. 

yor  expenses  in  procuring  gold  and  silver  raed- 
alwand  swords,  in  conformity  with  sundry  reso- 
lu^ons  of  Congress,  fifteen  thousand  dollars 

3For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps 
ot;-  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  three 
niwdred  and  eight  dollars. 

ffOT  clothing  for  the  same,  thirty-four  thousand 
oi^<|^  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 

?V  ™''''*^y  ^'ores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
o*»  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars. 

,J°'  ''^°J'?P"'  expenses  for  the  same,  fourteen 
th.4jsand  dollars. 

tjEc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
scjjrai  approj.riaiions,  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
bj*aid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otlrtrwise  appropriated. 

Approved.  March  3,  1817. 


person  or  persons,  shall,  within  the  United  Siatw 
and  Within  any  town,  district,  or  territory  be' 
longing  to  any  nation  or  nations,  tribe  or  tribes 
of  Indians,  commit  any  crime,  offence,  or  misde- 
meanor, which,  if  committed  in  any  place  or  dis- 
trict of  country  under  the  sole  and  exclusive  ju 
risdiction  of  the    United    Slates,  would     by    the 

lawsoftheUnitedStates,  be  punished  with  death 
or  any  other  punishment,  every  such  offender  on 
being  thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  the  like  pun- 
ishment as  IS  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
biates  tor  the  like  offence?,  if  committed  within 
any  place  or  district  of  country  under  the  sole 
;  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 

Sec.  2.   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
superior  courts  in  each  of  the  territorial  districU 
and  the  circuit  courts  and   other  courts  of  the 
United  Stales,  of  similar  jurisdiction  in  criminal 
causes,  in  each  district  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  any  offender  against  this  act  shall  be  first 
apprehended  or  brought  for  trial,  shall  have,  and 
are  hereby  invested  with,  full  power  and  author- 
ity to  hear,  try,  and  punish,  all  crimes,  offences 
and  misdemeanors,  against  this  act ;  such  courU 
proceeding  therein  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such 
crimes,    offences,    and    misdemeanors,    had    been 
committed  within  the  bounds  of  their  respective 
districts:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  .shall 
be  so  construed   as   to  affect  any  treaty  cow  in 
force  between  the  United  States  and  any  Indian 
nation,  or  to  extend  to  any  offence  committed  by 
one   Indian  against  another,  within  any  Indian 
boundary. 

S^c.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  ol  the  United  Slates,  and  the  Governor 
of  each  of  the  territorial  districts  where  any 
offender  against  this  act  shall  be  apprehended  or 
brought  for  trial,  shall  have,  and  exercise,  the 
same  powers,  for  the  punishment  of  offences 
against  this  act,  as  they  can  severally  have  and 
exercise  by  virtue  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
sections  ol  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  passed 'thir- 
tieth March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  and  for  the  punishment  of  offences  therein 
described. 

Approved  March  3.  1817. 


Afl^ct  to  provide  lor  the  punuhment  of  crime,  and 
:^T,nce8  committed  wiihm  the  Indian  boundaries. 
Jfe  it  enacted,  f^.  That  if  any  Indian,  or  other 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  subicribers  to  certain  banks 
m  the  Dutrict  of  Columbia,  and  to  prevent  the  cir- 
culation of  the  notes  of  unincorporated  associations 
within  the  said  District. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  r.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  all  those  persons  who  shall 
hold  any  share  of  the  joint  stock,  or  funds,  cre- 
ated in  pursuance  of  certain  articles  of  associa- 
tion, made  and  entered  into  on  the  first  Monday 
in  February,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen,  between  sundry  persons  forming  a  com- 
pany or  limited  partnership,  under  the  name  and 
style  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Farm- 
ers and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and 
'k  n  1"*^*^^"°"'  ^'^'ng  stockholders  as  afore.said, 
shall  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  incorporated,  aod 
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made  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  the  "Farmers  and  Mechanics' Bank 
of  Georgetown  ;"  and  as  such  shall  continue  until 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  and  by  that  name  may  sue 
and  be  sued,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  answer 
and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended  in  courts 
of  record,  and  any  other  place  whatsoever;  and 
by  that  name  may  have  and  hold,  purchase,  re- 
ceive, possess,  enjoy,  and  reiain,  lands,  rent.*,  ten- 
ements, hereditaments,  goods,  chattel-!,  and  effects, 
of  what  nature,  kind,  or  quality  soever,  and  the 
tame  may  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien,  and  dispose 
of,  and  by  that  name  shall  have,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  act.  succession,  and  may  make, 
have,  and  use.  a  common  seal,  and  ihe  same  may 
break,  alter,  and  renew  at  pleasure;  and  shall 
have  power  to  ordain,  establish,  and  put  in  exe- 
cution, such  by-laws,  ordinances,  and  regulations, 
as  shall  seem  necessary  and  convenient  for  the 
government  of  said  corporation,  not  being  con- 
trary to  law,  nor  the  Constitution  thereof;  and 
generally  to  Jo  and  execute  all  acts  necessary  or 
proper  for  the  objects  of  said  incorporation  ;  sub- 
ject to  the  rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  limita- 
tions, and  provisions,  herein  described  and  de- 
clared. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
capital  stock  of  the  said  bank  shall  consist  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  money  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  twenty-five 
dollars  each. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  bank  shall  transact  its  business  in  George- 
town. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
affairs  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  conducted  by 
twelve  directors  and  a  president,  whose  place,  if 
chosen  from  among  their  number,  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  that  body.  Six  of  the  directors,  with 
the  president,  shall  form  a  board  or  quorum  for 
transacting  all  the  business  of  the  company;  but 
the  ordinary  discounts  may  be  done  by  the  pres- 
ident and  three  directors..  In  case  of  his  sickness 
or  necessary  absence,  his  place  may  be  supplied 
by  any  director  whom  he,  by  writing  under  his 
hand,  may  nominate  for  that  purpose;  or,  in  case 
of  his  not  making  such  nomination,  the  board 
may  appoint  a  president  to  act  during  his  absence. 
The  president  and  directors  who  may  be  in  oflice 
under  the  said  articles  of  association  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  continue  in  ofl5ce 
under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act  of  incorporation, 
until  others  shall  be  duly  chosen  in  their  stead. 
No  person  shall  be  a  director,  or  president,  who  is 
not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  stock- 
holder ;  and  a  director,  ceasing  to  be  a  stockholder, 
shall  cease  to  be  a  director;  and  no  person,  a  di- 
rector of  another  bank,  shall  be  a  director  of  this 
bank.  Every  stockholder,  being  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Slates,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  by  him- 
self, his  agent,  or  proxy,  appointed  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  at  all  elections  in  virtue  of  this  act ;  and 
shall  have  as  many  votes  as  be  shall  have  shares, 
as  far  as  thirty  shares;  and,  from  thirty  lo  sixty, 
one  vole  for  every  two  shares;  and  one  vote  for 


every  five  shares  thereafter.  No  person,  who  is 
not  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  iu  any  election  of  this  corporation:  Pro- 
vided, nevertheless.  That  this  section  may,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  be  altered  or  amended  by  Con- 
gress, in  such  manner  as  they  may  see  fit,  so  as 
to  provide  for  an  annual  rotation  of  directors. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  hnacled,  That  a  gen- 
eral meeting  of  stockholders  of  the  said  bank  shall 
be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  and  on  the  first 
Monday  of  July  in  every  year  thereafter,  at  such 
place  as  the  president  and  directors  may  appoint 
by  giving  four  weeks  notice  in  two  or  more  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  District,  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing directors  for  the  ensuing  year,  who  shall 
meet  on  the  day  succeeding  their  election,  aod 
shall  immediately  proceed  to  chouse  a  president; 
and  the  president  and  directors,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, shall  continue  in  office  until  others  shall  be 
duly  elected  in  their  places,  and  be  organized,  by 
the  assembling  of  a  quorum,  and  the  choice  of  a 
president.  At  all  elections  the  persons  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  chosen.  All  elections  shall  be  held  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  president  of  the  board  for 
the  lime  being,  and  four  stockholders,  not  being 
at  the  time  directors,  appointed  by  the  board  of 
directors,  any  three  of  whom  shall  be  the  judges 
thereof.  They  shall  immediately  thereafter  no- 
tify the  persons  elected  to  meet  the  ensuing  day 
at  the  bank,  and  shall  make  a  return  of  persons 
elected  at  their  first  meeting.  Should  two  or 
more  persons  have  the  same  number  of  votes,  the 
other  individuals  elected  directors  shall  determine 
by  ballot,  from  among  said  persons,  who  shall  be 
the  director  or  directors.  All  elections  shall  be 
opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  close 
at  three  in  the  afternoon. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  have  full  power  to 
make,  revise,  alter,  and  annul,  all  such  rules,  or 
ders,  by-laws,  and  regulations,  for  the  government 
of  said  corporation,  and  that  of  its  officers,  ser- 
vants, and  affairs,  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time 
think  expedient;  and  to  use,  employ,  and  dispose 
of  the  capital  stock,  funds,  and  property  of  said 
bank,  for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the  stock- 
holders, subject  only  to  the  restrictions  herein 
contained  ;  but  the  said  bank  shall  not  tak»  for 
discounting  any  bill  or  note,  more  than  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  upon  the 
amount  due  by  such  bill  or  note. 

Sec  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
promissory  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  drafts,  checks, 
and  receipts,  for  the  payment  of  money,  made  on 
behalf  of  said  bank,  signed  by  the  president,  and 
countersigned  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  shall" 
be  obligatory  on  the  said  body  corporate,  and 
shall  possess  the  like  qualities  as  to  negotiability 
and  the  holders  thereof  shall  have  the  like  actions 
thereupon,  as  if  such  promissory  noies,  bills  of 
exchange,  drafts,  checks,  or  receipts,  had  been 
made  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  a  natural  person. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
books,  papers,  correspondence,  and  funds  of  the 
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bank  shalJ.  at  all  times,  be  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  directors. 

Sec.  9.,  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  ;aod  directors  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point a  cashier,  and  all  other  officers  and  servants. 
■  :  for  execuiing  the   business  of  said  bank,  and  to 
•  |  establish   the  compensation   to    be   made    to   the 
.  president,  and  all  other  officers  or  servants  of  the 
♦  said    bank,    respectively,    but   no   compensation 
J  shall  be  ^ven  to  a  director  for  his  services,  ex- 
,']  cept  by  a  vote  of  the  stockholders  in  a  general 
,'  meeting. 

if      Sec.  10;  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 

ij  president  yind  directors  shall  have  power  to  call  a 

:    Jj  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  for  purposes 

f  ..i|  concerning:  the   interest  of   the  bank,  giving  at 

'     ><i  least  SIX  i^eeks'  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  news- 

^     \\  papers  of  the  District,  specifying  in  such  notice 

.";  the  object; or  objects  of  such  meeting, 

\*      Sec.  lli  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the 

r  shares  of  tbe  capital  stock  at  any  time  owned  by 

\\  an  individual  stockholder,  shall  be  transferrable 

\i  only  on  th^  books  of  the  bank,  according  to  such 

a  rules  as  may,  conformably  to  law.  be  established 

>     S  in  that  behalf  by  the  president  and  directors  ;  but 

-     '»    all   debts  .actually  due  and   payable  to  the  bank 

i- (days  of  grace  for  payment  being   passed)   by  a 

»■;  stockholder  requesting  a  transfer,  must  besatis-hed 

v- before  sucii  a  transfer  shall   be  made,   until  the 

,   president  |ind  directors  shall  direct  to  the  con- 

T  trary.        j 

I  Sec.  \2\And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
,*,  dividends  Jjf  the  profits  of  the  company,  or  so 
I  much  of  |Sa;id  profits  as  shall  be  deemed  expedient 
t^and  prop^,  shall  be  declared  half  yearly  in  the 
"jj first  weekln  July  and  January,  in  each  year ;  the 
>-,amount  of  said  dividend  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
^jbedetermip.ed  by  the  president  and  directors,  and 
JiTshall  in  n;>  case  exceed  the  amount  of  the  net 
^^profits  actually  acquired  by  the  company,  so  that 
^the  capital;Stock  of  said  company  shall  never  be 
•■impaired  by  dividends. 

5.  ttc.  \Z,  And  ht  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
?*the  said  directors  shall,  at  any  time,  wilfully  and 
C  knowiDglyimake  or  declare  any  dividend  which 
]^shall  impa(r  the  said  capital  stock,  all  the  direct* 
_^»ors  present'at  the  making  or  declaring  of  said  div- 
;5idend,  and '-consenting  thereto,  shall  be  liable,  in 
■  ^heir  indivfidual  capacities,  to  the  company  for 
;the  aiBouni  or  proportion  of  said  capital  stock  so 
.^Jivided  by 'ihe  said  directors;  and  each  director, 
CjfjWho  shall  te  present  at  the  making  or  declaring 
Hoi  such  dividend,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  con- 
ksented  thereto,  unless  he  shall  immediately  enter, 
^n  writing,  his  dissent  on  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
»:eedingb  o;  the  board,  and  give  notice  thereol  to 
Iihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
#JS  tales.  J 
5  Sec.  U.iAnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
'paak  shall*  in  no  case,  buy  and  sell  the  funded 
^ebt  of  lht<  United  States,  or  of  any  State,  or  be 
;  .jwners  of  )any  ships  or  vessels,  or  directly  or  in- 
.  *Jireclly  be  concerned  in  trade,  or  the  importation, 
;  ^purchase  or  sile  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
■  .^dise  whatever,  except  bills  of  exchange,  or  bullion, 
*^nd  such  ships,  vessels,  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
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disc,  as  shall  be  truly  pledged  to  them  by  way  of 
security,  for  debts  due,  owing,  or  growing  due  to 
the  said  bank,  or  purchased  by  it  to  secure  such 
debts:  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  the  said  bank 
may  sell  and  dispose  of  either  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States 
which  it  now  holds. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  bank  shall  not  purchase  or  hold  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  other  real  estate,  other  than  what  may 
be  necessary  for  the  convenient  transaction  of  its 
business,  unless  such  lands,  tenements,  and  real 
estates,  shall  have  been  bona  fide  mortgaged  to 
the  bank  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in 
satisfaction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
course  of  dealings,  or  purchased  to  secure  debts 
contracted  witti,  or  due  to,  the  bank;  and  in  every 
instance  in  which  the  bank  may  become  the  own- 
ers or  claimants  of  lands,  tenements,  or  real  es- 
tates, the  president  and  directors  are  empowered 
to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  same,  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  deem  beneficial  for  the  said  bank. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  vacancies  shall,  at  any  time,  happen  among 
the  directors,  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise^ 
the  rest  of  the  directors,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
elect  a  director  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  twenty,  who 
shall  be  proprietors  of  not  less  than  four  thousand 
shares,  may,  for  any  purposes  relative  to  the  insti- 
tution, at  any  time,  apply  to  the  president  and  di- 
rectors to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers ;  and  if  by  them  refused,  the  said  number  of 
stockholders,  proprietors  of  not  less  than  the  num- 
ber of  shares  aforesaid,  shall  have  power  to  call 
a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  giving  at 
least  sixty  days  notice  in  two  or  more  ofthe  pub- 
lic newspapers  of  the  District,  specifying  in  such 
notice  the  object  or  objects  of  such  call. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
case  it  should  at  any  time  happen  that  an  elec- 
tion of  directors  should  not  be  made  on  any  day 
when,  pursuant  to  this  act,  it  ought  to  have  been 
made,  the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause 
be  deemed  to  be  dissolved,  but  it  shall  be  lawful 
on  any  other  day  to  hold  and  make  an  election  of 
directors,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  said  corporation. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  ofthe  president  and  directors  of 
the  said  bank  to  exhibit,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
January  in  each  year,  or  oftener  if  required,  a 
statement  of  the  debts,  credits,  and  funds  of  the 
bank,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  whose  duty  it  shall  also  be  to  state 
to  Congress,  immediately  thereafter,  his  opinion 
as  to  tbe  solidity  of  said  bank,  and  the  causes  of 
danger,  if  any,  arising  from  the  improper  manage- 
ment thereof. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  «he 
said  bank  shall  at  any  time  refuse  to  pay,  on  de- 
mand, any  bill.  note,  or  obligation  issued  by  said 
bank,  in  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States,  if 
required,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  de- 
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mand  in  like  currency,  if  required,  any  moneys 
received  by  said  bank  on  deposite,  to  the  person 
or  persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  then  and 
in  such  case  the  holder  of  any  such  note,  bill,  or 
obligation,  or  ihe  person  or  persons  to  demand  and 
receive  such  deposite  as  aforesaid,  shall  respect- 
ively he  entitled  to  receive  and  recover  interest 
on  the  same  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per 
annum,  from  the  time  of  demand  until  the  same 
be  fully  paid  and  satisfied.  And  further,  It  shall 
be  lawful  for  Congress  forthwith  to  revoke  and 
declare  this  charter  null  and  void. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  un- 
less the  president  and  directors,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, of  the  said  bank,  on  the  part  of  the  stock- 
holders, file  their  declaration  in  writing  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within 
thirty  days  from  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  as- 
senting to  and  accepting  the  charter  granted  by 
this  act,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  herein 
expressed,  this  act  shall  have  no  force  or  effect, 
and  the  charter  hereby  granted  shall  be  void. 

Sec.  22.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the 
whole  amount  of  the  capital  aforesaid  of  said 
bank,  shall  not  have  been  paid  in,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  then  the  capital  stock 
shall  be  limited  to  the  sum  which  shall  at  that 
time  be  paid  in,  and  the  books  of  subscription  be 
thenceforth  closed  immediately,  after  which  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  and  directors 
to  certify  to  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  the 
whole  amount  of  the  capital  of  said  bank  so  paid 
in. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
those  persons,  their  legal  representatives  and 
assigns,  who  have  heretofore  subscribed  certain 
articles  of  association,  and  formed  a  company  or 
limited  partnership,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  •' Central  Bank 
of  Georgetown  and  Washington,"  and  their  suc- 
cessors, shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  incorporated  with 
the  like  capital,  and  limitation  thereof,  and  with 
the  like  number  of  directors,  and  time  and  man- 
ner of  electing  them,  and  a  president,  as  is  here- 
inbefore provided  in  relation  to  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown;  and  with  only 
the  difference  herein  specially  provided  and  set 
forth,  the  said  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and 
Washington,  and  the  president  and  directors 
thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules,  duties,  regu- 
lations, conditions,  and  impositions,  and  be  vested 
with  the  like  rights,  privilege?;,  and  immunities, 
as  a  body  corporate,  as  appertain  to  the  said  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics' Bank  of  Georgetown,  and 
as  if  all  the  general  provisions  of  this  act  were 
herein  again  repeated  and  enacted,  with  express 
reference  to  the  said  Central  Bank  of  George- 
town and  Washington. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
those  persons,  their  legal  representatives  and  as- 
signs, who  have  heretefore  subscribed  certain  arti- 
cles oi  association,  and  formed  a  company,  or 
limited  partnership,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
the  "President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,"'  and  their  successors  shall  be.  and  are 


hereby,  incorporated,  with  the  like  capital  and 
limitation  thereof,  with  the  like  number  of  direc- 
tors, and  time  and  manner  of  electing  them,  and 
a  president,  as  is  hereinbefore  provided  in  relation 
to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  George- 
town; and  with  only  the  difference  herein  special- 
ly provided  and  set  forth,  the  said  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  and  the  president  and  directors  there- 
of, shall  be  subject  to  the  like  rules,  duties,  regu- 
lations, conditions,  and  impositions,  and  be  vested 
with  the  like  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
as  a  body  corporate,  as  appertains  to  the  Farmer.*? 
and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  as  if 
all  the  general  provisions  of  this  act  were  herein 
again  repeated  and  enacted  with  express  refer- 
ence  to  the  said  Bank  of  the  Metropolis. 

Sec.  25.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
those  persons,  their  legal  representatives  and  as- 
signs, who  have  heretofore  subscribed  certain  ar- 
ticles of  association,  and  formed  a  limited  copart- 
nership, under  the  name  and  style  of  the  "  Patri- 
otic Bank  of  Washington,"  and  their  successors, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  incorporated,  with  the 
like  capital  and  limitation  thereof,  the  like  num- 
ber of  directors,  and  time  and  manner  of  electing 
them,  and  a  president,  as  is  hereinbefore  provided 
in  relation  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Greorgetown ;  and  with  only  the  difference 
herein  specially  provided  and  set  forth,  tbe  said 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  and  the  president 
and  directors  thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules, 
duties,  regulations,  conditions  and  impositions, 
and  be  vested  with  the  like  rights,  privileges 
and  immunities,  as  a  body  corporate,  as  apper- 
tain to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Georgetown,  and  as  if  all  the  general  provisions 
of  this  act  were  herein  again  repeated  and  en- 
acted, with  express  reference  to  the  said  Patri- 
otic Bank  of  Washington. 

Sec.  26.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
those  persons,  their  legal  representatives  and  as- 
signs, who  have  heretofore  subscribed  certain 
articles  of  association, and  formed  a  company  or 
limited  partnership,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
the  '•  President  and  Directors  of  the  Real  Estate 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and  their  successors, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  incorporated,  under  the 
name  and  style  of  the  "Franklin  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria." with  the  like  capital  and  litaitation 
thereof,  with  the  like  number  of  directors,  and 
time  and  manner  of  electing  them,  and  a  presi- 
dent, as  is  hereinbefore  provided  in  relation  to 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  George- 
town ;  and  with  only  the  difference  herein  spe- 
cially provided  and  set  forth,  the  said  Franklin 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  president  and  directors 
thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules,  duties,  regu- 
lations, conditiM^  and  impositions,  and  be  vested 
With  the  like  rights,  privileges  and  immunities,  as 
a  body  corporate,  as  appertain  to  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  as  if  all 
the  general  provisions  of  this  act  were  herein 
again  repeated  and  enacted,  with  express  refer- 
ence to  the  said  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  al. 
those  persons,  their  legal  representatives  and  as- 
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.signs,    who   have   heretofore  subscribed  certain 
•;  articles  of  association,  and  formed  a  conopany  or 
;  ^  limited  partnership,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
.t:ibe  "Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  and  their  suc- 
^Jicessors.   shall   be,   and  are  hereby,   incorporated, 
'ifwith  the  like  capital  and   limitation  thereof,  the 
Vlike  number  of  directors,  and  time  and  manner  of 
?  electing  them,  and  a  president,  as  is  hereinbefore 
I  provided  in  relation  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
.     ics' Bank  of  Georgetown;  and  with  only  the  dif- 
ference herein  specially  provided  and  set  forth, 
tfce   said    Union   Bank   of   Alexandria,  and  the 
president  and  directors  thereof,  shall  be  subject  to 

■  .jthe  duties,  rules,  regulations,  conditions  and  ira- 
:  ^:positions,  and  be  vested  with  the  like  rights,  priv- 

•  j'fges,  and  immunities,  as  a  body  corporate,  as 
.  appertain  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
-   of  Georgetown,  and  as  if  all  the  general  provis- 

>oas  of  this  act  were  herein  again  repeated  and 
:   enacted,  with  express  reference  to  the  said  Union 
'    pank  of  Alexandria. 
.   ',    Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  noth- 

•  JDg  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
;  ixonerate  or  discharge  any  member  of  any  of  the 
.  iforesaid  associations,  or  the  funds  thereof,  from 
.   Joy  liability  to  creditors  under  any  existing  con- 

■  Jract,  or  on  account  of  any  note,  bill,  or  obliga- 
/  fion,  issued  or  in  existence  when  this  act  shlill 
\  .ake  effect,  but  such  liability  shall  remain  in  re- 

iation  to  all  such  notes,  bill,  obligations,  or  con- 
tracts, as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 
;  Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
.  .^nd  after  the  fourth  day  of  April  next,  it  shall 
Jftjot  be  lawful  for  any  unchartered  banking  com- 
r'jany,  or  any  association,  partnership,  or  company 
V  (tf  individuals,  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
.  ti)  discount  any  notes,  or  other  securities,  for  the 
>  feayment  of  money,  or   to  issue    notes   or    bills, 

•  "(prhether  payable  to  order  or  bearer,  or  any  other 


single  bills,  or  other  instrument,  given  to  reim- 
burse or  indemnify  any  person  for  any  payment 
or  resfvonsibility  incurred  by  such  person  for  any 
debt  contracted  by  any  dealing,  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  sball  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  utterly  void  to 
all  intents  and  purposei. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  person,  as  president,  cashier,  teller,  or  other 
oflBcer,  or  agent  of  any  such  banking  company, 
or  as  associate  or  partner  in  any  such  associatioti 
or  partnership,  shall,  from  and  after  the  said 
fourth  day  of  April  next,  issue  or  pass  into  circu- 
lation any  such  note,  bill,  draft,  or  other  security 
hereby  prohibited  to  be  issued,  together  with  every 
person  assenting  thereto,  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  have  incurred  the  penalties  of  this  act, 
notwithstanding  the  note,  bill,  or  other  security' 
so  issued,  may  have  been  signed,  countersigned,' 
and  endor^ed,  before  the  commencement  of  this 
act. 

Approved.  March  3.  1817. 


;%'5curities,  promises,  or  orders,  for  the  payment  of 

;■  rwoney  or  stock;   and  every  member,   officer,  or 

;. i^gent,  of   any  such    company,   or    associate  or 

,  partner  of  any  such  association   or   partnership, 

,  «ball  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 

J  jor  every  such  offence,  upon  conviction  thereof, 

Ztnay  be  tined  in  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred 

idollars,  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

;r  Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  who- 

f^ver,  as  president,  cashier,  or  agent,  of  any  such 

"Company,  or  as  associate  or  partner  of  any  such 

jpssociation  or    partnership,  shall,  after   the  said 

Wburih   day  of  April    next,  sign,   countersign,  or 

.jjadorse,  any  such  note,  bill,  or  security,  contrary 

4)  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  in  addition  to 

^^Te  aforesaid   penalties,  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a 

JHgh  misdemeanor,  and  may  be  imprisoned  for  a 

^riod  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  twelve 

'  J^onths,  at  the  discretion  of  a  jury. 

5  Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
■^Jjrafts,  bills,  or  other  securities,  for  the  payment 
-*'  money,  discounted  contrary  to  the  provisions 
■M  '^'5  "<^^  whether  the  same  be  payable  to  any 
^^ch  company,  association  or   partnership,  or  to 

r"  y  person,  as  agent  or  trustee  for  such  company, 
bocyaiion    or    partnership,    or    for    the    benefit 
aereof,  and  all  contracts,  bonds,  deeds,  penal  or 


An  Act  making  further  provigion  for  repairing  the  p«b- 
he  boildiDgi,  and  improring  the  public  square. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pairing the  public  buildings,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  thou--and  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  applied,  by 
the  Commissioner,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  enclosure  and  improve- 
ment of  the  public  square,  near  the  Capitol,  a 
sura  not  exceeding  thirty-eight  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  fify-eight  dollars  be,  and  the  .-iarae  is 
hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  applied  under  thesame 
direction  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mon- 
eys soappropriaied  shall  be  paid  outof  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  be  author- 
ized to  extend  the  enclosure  round  the  semi-cir- 
cular area  west  of  the  Capitol. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  Bupplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  amend  the  several  acu  for  the  establish- 
ment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments." 

Be  it  enacted,  d^c  That  nothing  contained  in 
the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nine,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments," shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  to  direct  any  sum  ap- 
propriated to  fortifications,  arsenals,  armories, 
custom-houses,  docks,  navy  yards,  or  buildings  of 
any  sort,  or  to  munitions  of  war.  or  to  the  pay  of 
the  Army  or  Navy,  to  be  applied  to  any  other  ob- 
ject of  public  expenditure. 

Approved;  March  3,  1817. 
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An  Act  for    the   relief  of  the  widow  and   children  of 
Abraham  Owen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  Abraham  Owen,  late  a  volunteer  aid-de- 
camp of  General  William  H.  Harrison,  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  second  section 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  tenih  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the 
Wabash  ;"  and  that  they  be  allowed  the  same 
tnm  oi  money  to  which  they  would  have  been 
entitled  bid  the  rank  of  major  been  regularly 
assigned  to  the  said  Abraham  Owen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  allowance  be  paid  to  the  said  widow  and 
children,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved.  March  3.  1817. 


Ad  Act  allowing  further  time  for  entering  donation 
rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit 

Be  it  enacted,  (^c.,  That  the  claimants  to  certain 
donation  rights  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
granted  by  the  second  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"Aq  act  to  authorize  the  granting  of  patents  for 
land,  according  to  the  surveys  that  have  been 
made,  and  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain 
claimants  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  twenty-third  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  allowed  until  the  first 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  to  file  their  claims  wiili  the  register  of 
the  land  office,  for  the  district  aforesaid.  ; 

Approved.  March  3,  1817. 


Aa  Act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  Slates  within  the  State  of  ladiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  not  locally  inapplica- 
ble, shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  within 
the  said  State  of  Indiana  as  elsewhere  within  the 
United  Slates. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  State  shall  be  one  district,  and  be  called  the 
Indiana  District ;  and  a  district  court  shall  be 
held  therein,  to  consist  of  one  judge,  who  shall 
reside  in  the  said  district,  and  be  called  a  disirict 
judge.  He  shall  hold,  at  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  said  State,  two  sessions  annually,  on  the 
firtit  Mondays  in  May  and  November,  and  he 
shall,  in  all  things,  have  and  exercise  the  same 
jurisdiction  and  powers  which  were,  by  law, 
given  to  the  judge  of  the  Kentucky  district,  under 
an  act,  enii'led  '"An  act  to  e>tablish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  Slates."  He  shall  appoint 
a  clerk  for  the  said  disirict,  who  shall  reside  and 
keep  the  records  of  the  court  at  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  same;  and  shall  receive,  for  the  services 
performed  by  him,  the  same  fees  to  which  the 
clerk  of  the  Kentucky  district  is  entitled  fur  sim- 
ilar services. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  judge  of  the  said  district 
court  the  annual  compensation  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  his  ap- 
pointment, to  be  paid  quarter  yearly  at  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  said  district  a  person 
learned  in  the  law.  to  act  as  attorney  for  the 
United  Slates,  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stated 
fees,  be  paid  by  the  United  States  two  hundred 
dollars,  as  a  full  compensation  for  all  extra  ser- 
vices. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  mar-" 
shal  shall  be  appointed  for  said  district,  who  shall 
perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same 
regulations  and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  fees,  as  are  prescribed  to  marshals  in  other 
districts;  and  shall,  moreover,  be  entitled  to  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  annually,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  all  extra  services. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An   .\ct  to  anthorite  the  extension  of  the  Columbia 
Turnpike  Road  within  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Columbia  Turn- 
pike Road  Company,  incorporated  by  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  passed  the 
sixth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ten,  entitled  '"An  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  to  make  a  turnpike  road  from  near  El- 
licott's  lower  mills  towards  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  extend  the  said 
road  from  its  intersection  with  the  line  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  lo  Rock  Creek  near  George- 
town, and  to  locate  and  complete  the  same  in  the 
nearest  and  most  practicable  direction,  and  in  the 
manner  required  by  the  twelfth  section  of  the 
act  of  Assembly  of  Maryland,  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  company  may  demand,  and  receive,  the 
same  tolls  as  are  allowed  for  a  like  distance  by 
the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland, 
incorporating  the  said  company,  and  shall  possess 
and  enjoy  the  same  privileges,  and  be  subject  to 
the  same  limitations,  pains,  and  penalties,  as  by 
the  said  act  are  prescribed,  enjoined, and  directed  : 
Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
if  the  said  company  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  ex- 
tend, locale,  and  improve,  the  said  road  in  the 
direction,  and  in  the  manner,  authorized  and  re- 
quired by  this  act,  within  five  years,  to  com- 
mence from  the  first  day  of  May  next  ensuing 
the  passage  of  this  act,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the 
authority  and  privileges  hereby  granted  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  forfeited  and 
withdrawn,  and  this  act  shall  cease  and  be  of  no 
effect.— Apjiroved,  March  3,  1817. 

An  Act  respecting   the   District  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  northern  district  of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act.  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
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"    iti  States,  within  and  for  the  northern  district  of 

^ew  York,  shall  be  holden  by  the  judges  of  said 

;    iiorthern  district,  together  with  the  judge  of  the 

'  r  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  south- 

;  ern  district  of  said  State :  Provided,  nevertheless. 

iJThat  either  of  the  said  judges  shall   be  compe- 

■jient  to   hold  said   court  in   the  absence  of  the 

'.  jther. 

2  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the_ 
^district  court  of  the  United  States,  within  and" 
■jTorsaid  northern  district,  shall  be  holden  at  the 
,^ village  of  Utica,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Janu- 
■jiiry,  and  second  Tuesday  of  July;  at  Oanandai- 
.fcua  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October;  and  at 
^Salem  on   the   third   Tues|jay  of  April,  in  each 

iyear.     AnJ    all   suits   and    proceedings   in    said 
court  shall  be  revived  and  continue  in  full  force, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  court  had  been 
I  adjourned  to  the  terra  next  to  be  holden  by  vir- 
jue  of  this  act. 
^     Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  this  act,  there  shall   be 
j>aid    to  the  judge  of  the  district   court  of  said 
outhern  district,  in  addition  to  his  present  salary. 
*;he  annual  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  af  com- 

•  ♦lensation  for  the  duties  required  to  be  performed 
jiinder  this  act. 

*  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  one  year,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3,  1S17. 


I 


defray  the  expenses  authorized  by  this  act,  there 
is  hereby  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  rcfpecting  the  assesament'  and  collection  of 

['■  the  Direct  Tax. 

f  -  Be  it  enaited,  f  c,  That  in  all  cases  in  which 

appeals  ha\{e  been  taken,  and  the  same  shall  not 

have  been  jegally  acted  on  by  a  principal  asses- 

,  sor,  in   any;  collection  district,  in  regard  to  the 

enumerations,  valuations,  or  revisions,  of  prop- 

■  ^ty,  subject  to  the  direct  tax,  the  Secretary  of 

i.'  die  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 

i  ized  to  diret/t  the  t>aid  appeals  to  be  acted  on  by 

i  the  principal  assessor  of  such  collection  district. 

i  and  such  apipeals  shall  be  conducted,  as  nearly  as 

*  may  be.  in  <onformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 

5act  "  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defrayin<y 

the  expens«is   of  Government,  and   maintaining 

the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 

.  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 

collecting   the   same,"   passed   the  ninth  day   of 

January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 

^0  tar  as  respects  the  direct  tax  imposed  in  that 

iyear.  and  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  supple- 

.^entary  tht-reto,  passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 

.♦April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Uo  far  as  respects  the  direct  tax  imposed  in  that 

ryear. 

i:  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
-fvrfeds  for  real  estate,  sold  for  taxes  by  any  desig- 
•Qated  colMtor,  or  by  the  collector  for  the  Dil- 
^rict  of  Columbia,  shall  be  made,  executed,  and 
Jiiknowledg^d,  by  such  collector,  or  proved  in 
>iue  form  ;  ajid  for  every  such  deed  the  purchaser. 
yjlr  grantee,  xhall  pay  to  the  said  collector,  for  his 
^'4se,  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 
^i  Sec.  3.   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to 

»  *  ^ 

y,      •     . 

i\ 


An  Act  making  appropriation  for  carrying  into  eflfect 
certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  purpoaea. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses  which  may  arise  m  car- 
rying into  effect  the  treaty  made  between  the 
United  States  and  the  tribes  of  Indians  called 
the  Otiowas,  Chippewas.  Pottowatomies,  Chick- 
asaws.  Cherokees,  and  Chacktaws ;  that  is  to 
say:  with  the  Ottowas,  Chippewas,  and  Potto- 
watomies. at  St.  Louis,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  ; 
with  the  Chickasaws,  at  the  Chickasaw  council 
house,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  with  the 
Cherokees,  at  Turkeytown.  on  the  fourth  of  Oc- 
tober, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen 
the  following  sums,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the 
payment  of  the  annuities  to  the  Indians,  as  stip- 
ulated in  the  said  treaties,  that  is  to  say:  to  the 
Ottowas.  Chippewas.  and  Pottowatomies,  one 
thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  twelve  years;  to 
the  Chickasaws,  twelve  thousand  dollars  annu- 
ally, for  twelve  years;  and  to  William  Colbert,  a 
Chickasaw  chief,  one  hundred  dollars,  annuallv, 
for  and  during  his  life;  to  the  Cherokees,  six 
thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  ten  years;  and  to 
the  Chacktaws,  six  thousand  dollars,  annually, 
lOr  twenty  years. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  certain  other 
stipulations  in  the  said  treaties,  the  following 
sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  oth- 
erwi:«e  appropriated,  that  is  to  say:  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  with  the  Cnickasaws,  as  afore- 
said, the  sum  of  seven  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty 
wnh  the  Cherokees,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars;  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  with 
the  Chacktaws,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  the  following 
suras,  viz:  For  the  salarv  of  the  second  comp- 
troller, three  thousand  dollars;  for  the  salaries  of 
four  additional  auditors,  twelve  thousand  dollars; 
for  the  salaries  of  additional  clerks  in  the  offices 
of  the  second  comptroller,  and  additional  audi- 
tors, nine  thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
relating  to  settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted.  «f>c..  That  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
Stales,"  passed  the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  be.  and  the 
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same  is  hereby,  continued  in  force  for  one  year 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 
Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


such  children  as  may  be  embraced  in  the  before- 
recited  act.  shall   be  entitled  to  receive,  (as  the 
half-pay  to  which  they  are  entitled.)  at  the  rate 
of  forty-eight  dollars  per  annum,  and  no  more; 
'  and  the  widows  and  children  aforesaid,  of  the 
An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  granting     officers  of  the  different  corps  aforesaid,  shall  be 
bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian     entitled  to  the  half-pay  of  the  officers  of  the   in- 
▼olunteers,"  passed  the  fifth   of  March,  one  thou-  i  fantry. 

sand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen.  \      Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  provisions  contained  in  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act 
passing  of  this  act,  no  bounty  in  land  shall  be  fixing  the  military  peace  establishment  of  the 
given  to  any  Canadian  volunteer,  except  where  .United  Slates,"  passed  on  the  third  of  March, 
it  shall  appear  that  the  full  term  of  six  months'  {  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  granting 
service  shall  have  been  performed  in  some  corps  ,  to  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  regular  array, 
in  the  United  States  service,  and  whose  name  |  who  were  deranged  by  haid  act,  three  months' 
shall  appear  upon  the  muster-rolls  of  such  corps:  i  pay  in  addition  to  ihe  pav  and  emoluments  to 
Provided,  That  where  it  shall  appear  that  the  j  which  they  were  entitled  by  law  at  the  time  of 
said  terra  of  service  had  not  been  performed  by  \  their  discharge,  shall  equally  extend  to  wagon- 
reason  of  wounds  received  in  battle,  or  other  dis-  i  masters,  forage-masters,  barrack-masters,  and 
abilities,  occasioned  by  the  performance  of  his  j  other  warrant  officers  of  the  staff  of  the  regular 
duly  while  in  such  corps,  such  claimant  shall  be  army,  who  were  deranged  by  the  before-recited 
considered  as  having  performed  the  full  term  of  |  act,  except  those  provisionally  retained  by  the 
service  for  which  he  had  engaged.  \  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  j  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
warrants  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  '  further  time  of  two  years  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
"An  act  granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  .  guardians  of  the  minor  children  of  deceased  sol- 
10  certain  Canadian  rolunteers."  and  which  have  \  diers,  to  relinquish  their  claims  to  bounty  lands 
not  been  located,  and  those  which  shall  be  issued  for  five  years'  half-pay,  according  to  the  second 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  located  on  such  i  section  of  the  before-recited  act.  to  which  this  is 
lands  as  have  been  offered  at  public  sale  accord- 1  a  supplement,  passed   the  sixteenth  day  of  April, 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  of  the  rangers  shall  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  to  half-pay,  for  five  years,  with 
the  widuws  and  children  of  the  infantry. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
provisions  of  the  second  section   of   the  act  to 


ing  to  law,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in- 
stead of  the  bounty  given  in  the  act  hereby 
amended,  the  following  rates  shall  be  given  :  For 
a  colonel,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  for  a 
major,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  for  a  cap- 
tain, three  hundred  and  twenty  acres;  for  a  sub- 
altern, three  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  to  a  non-     _ 

commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  private,  one  j  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
hundred  and  sixty  acres;  and  to  ihe  medical  and  i  are  hereby,  extended  to  all  cases  where  either  of 
other  staff,  in  proportion  lo  their  pay.  I  the  children   therein  mentioned  shall  have  beeu 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  under  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the 
such  parts  of  the  act  hereby  amended,  as  shall  be  father's  decease:  Prondea. The  guardian  of  such 
inconsistent  with,  or  contravene,  the  provisions  |  minor  children  shall,  in  addition  to  the  relinquish- 
of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed.  !  ment  by  said  act  required,  file,  in  the  office  of 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  i  the  Department  of  War,  evidence  of  the  assent 
act,  together  with  the  act  hereby  amended,  shall  of  all  the  uiher  heirs,  if  any  there  be,  of  said  de- 
continue,  and   be   in   force,  for  the  term  of  one  I  ceased  soldier,  or  of  their  guardians,  to  such  re- 


year,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3.  1817 


linquisbment. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all 

cases  wiiere  the  child  or  children  of  a  regular 

soldier,  deceased,  have  the  right,  under  the  laws 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  fur-    of  the  United  Slates,  to  relinquish  their  bounty 

iher  provision  for  miUtary  services  during  the  late     ,„  land,  for  five  years'  half-pay,  the  said  child  or 

war,  and  for  other  p^irposes."  ,  j  children  shall  be  entitled  lo  the  same  amount  as 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  widows  and  child-  .  is  given  by  the  act  to  the  widows  of  the  railitia 

ren  of  soldiers  of  the  militia,  the  volunteers,  the  '  soldiers  who  died  m  service  during  the  late  war, 

rangers,  and  the  sea-fencibles,  who  served  during  '  viz..  four  dollars  per  month. 

the  late  war.  and  for  whom  half-pay  for  five  years  '      Approved.  March  3,  1817, 

was  provided,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  sixteenth  \^ 

day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ' 

sixteen,  entitled   "An  act  making  further  provi-  \  An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  v  An  act 

sion   for   military   services  during  the  late  war,  '      direcung  the  disposition  of  money  p^into  the 

and  for  other   purposes."  shall  be  placed  on  an  ;      courts  ol  the  Lnited  States. 

equality  as  to  their  annual  allowance,  that  is  to  i      Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

say:    Such  widows,  and  in  case  of  no  widow.  I  the  judges  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
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!T  United  Stales,  within  sixty  days  from  and  after 
s  the  passage  of  this  act,  m  all  districts  in  which  a 
j:  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is,  or 
i'  shall  be.  established,  lo  cause  and  direct  all  raon- 
« ■  eys   remaining   in    said    courts   respectively,   or 

•  being  subject  to  the  order  thereof,  to  be  deposited 
4  in  said  branch  bank,  in  the  nameand  to  the  credit 
-  of  the  court,  and  a  certificate  thereof  from  the 
i  cashier  of  said  bank,  stating  the  amount  and  time 
i  :of  such  d^posite,  to  be  transmitted,  within  twenty 
<;days  thereafter,  to  the  Secretary  cf  the  Treasury; 
iiand  in  districts  in  which  no  such  branch  bank  is, 
^*or  sbail  be  established,  such  deposite  shall  be 
^made  in  like  manner,  and  within  the  same  time, 
^in  some  incorporated  State  bank,and  a  certificate 
^•thereof,  in  like  manner,  and  within  the  said  time 
J  as  aforesaid,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
^  Treasury. 

J'  Sec.  2.  And  b%,,  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
\  moneys  which  shall,  hereafter  be  paid  into  said 
■-courts,  or  received  by  the  officers  thereof,  in 
causes  pending  therein,  shall  be  immediately'de- 
.  posited  in  ihe  branch  bank  within  the  district,  if 
there  be  one,  otherwise  in  some  incorporated 
Stat^e  bank,  wi^thio  the  district,  in  the  name  and 
'  he  court. 
be  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
.J.  uiuury,  deposited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  drawn 
i  from  said  banks,  except  by  order  of  the  judge  or 
f  judges  of  said  courts  respectively,  in  term  or  in 

•  ■vacation,  to  Le  signed  by  such  judge  or  jud^res, 
jijind  to  be  entered  and  certified  of  record  by  'the 
^tlerk,  and  every  such  order  shall  state  the  cause 
2/^Q,  or  on  account  of  which,  it  is  drawn. 

I      Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
^rlerk  of  su^ih  court,  or  other  officer  thereof,  hav- 
c-  iDg  receivt^  any  such  moneys  as  aforesaid,  shall 
rretuse  or  nfglect  to  obey  the  order  of  such  court. 
.  for  depositi?ng   the  same  as  aforesaid,  such  clerk, 
ijr   other   cjfficer,   shall    be   forthwith    proceeded 
\  j^gainst  by  fallachraent  for  contempt. 
? .    Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  each 
regular   and   stated   session   of   said   courts,  the 
^ylerks  theri'of  shall   present  an  account  to'said 
jjourt  of  all  moneys  remaining  therein,  or  subject 
-.(0  the  order  thereof  stating  particularly  on  ac- 
count of  what  causes  said  moneys  are  deposited, 
which  account,  and  the  vouchers  thereof   shall 
^e  filed  in  court:   Provided,  nevertheless,  That  if 
..  ^  any  district  there  shall  be  no  branch  of  the 
r  Jiank  of  the  United  States,  nor  any  incorporated 
,    Otaie  bank,  the  courts  may  direct' such  moneys 
t    io  be  dt-posited.  according  to  their  discretion,  as 
•*»tretofore 


'][  State  bank,  with 
■r*lo  the  credit  of  cl 
;i  Sec.  3.  And  t 
■^  money,   depositee 


i 


ky 


Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


5 


•  Ao  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  «  An  act 

further  lo   provide  for  the  collection  of  dulicB  on 

'    imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  third  daj  of  March, 

;.    one  thousand   eight  hundred  and  fifteen,   and  for 

>!•?    other  purpose*. 

r^  Beit  enacted,  «^c.,  That  the  act  eniiiled  *' An 
;V  «l  fun  her  to  provide  fur  the  collection  of  duties 
t  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  parsed  the  inird  day  of 
^  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
>  < 


be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  continued  in  force 
excepting  the  sixth  and  eighth  sections  thereof  ' 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
suit  or  prosecution  be  commenced  in  any  State 
court  against  any  collector,  naval  officer,  survey- 
or, inspector,  or  any  other  officer,  civil  or  military 
or  any  other  person  aiding  or  assisting.  atTreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby  conti'nued  in 
force,  or  under  color  thereof  for  anything  done  or 
omitted  to  be  done,  as  an  officer  of  the  custom^ 
by  virtue  of  said  act,  or  under  color  thereof,  and 
the  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of  entering  his 
appearance  at  such  State  court,  file  a  petition  for 
the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  at  the  next  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  to  be  holden  in 
the  district  where  the  suit  is  pending,  and  offer 
good  and  sufficient  surety  for  his  entering  in  such 
circuit  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,  copies 
of  said  process  against  him.  and  also  for  his  there 
appearing  at  the  court  and  entering  special  bail 
in    the  cause,   if  special   bail  was  originally  re- 
quired therein  ;  It  shall   then   be  the  duty  of  the 
State  court  to  accept  the  surety  and  proceed  no 
further  in  the  cause  ;  and  the  bail  that  shall  have 
been  originally  taken  shall  be  discharged.     And 
such  copies   being  entered  as  aforesaid  in  such 
court  of  the  United   Slates,  the  cause  shall  then 
proceed   in   the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been 
brought  there  by  original  process,  whatever  may 
be  the  amount  of  the  sum  in  dispute,  or  damages 
claimed,  or  whatever  the  citizenship  of  the  par- 
ties, any  former  law   to    the   contrary    notwith- 
standing; and  any  attachment  ojf  the  goods  or 
estate  of  the  defendant   by    the  original  process 
shall  hold  the  goods  or  estate  so  attached  to  an- 
swer the  final  judgment,  in  the  same  manner  as 
by  the  laws  of  such  State  they  would  have  been 
holden  to  answer  final  judgment,  had  it  been  ren- 
dered by  the  court  in   which  the  suit  was  com- 
menced:   Provided,  nevertheless,   That   this  act 
shall  not  be  understood  to  apply  to  any  prosecu- 
tion  for  an   offence  involving  corporal  punish- 
ment. ^ 
Sec.  3.    And   be  it  further  enacted,    That  it 
shall  be  lawful  hereafter  for  the  master,  or  the 
person  having  charge  or  command  of  any  sieam- 
bo.it  on  Lake  Champlain,  when   going  from  ih? 
United  States  into  the  Province  of  Lower  Can- 
ada, to  deliver  a  manifest  of  the  cargo  on  board, 
and  take  a  clearance  from   the  collector  of  the 
district  through  which  any  such  boat  shall  last 
pass,   when    leaving  the  United   Stales,  without 
regard  to  the  place  from  which  any  such  boat 
shall  have  commenced  her  voyage,  or  where  her 
cargo  shall  have  been  taken  on  board,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further' enacted.  That  when 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  hereafter 
be  imported  from  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada 
into  the  United  Slates,  in  any  steamboat  un  Lake 
Champlain,  and  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, .-hall  have  been  duly  entered,  the  duties 
thereon  paid,  or  secured,  at  the  office  ot  the  col- 
lector of  any  district  adjoining  Lake  ChampJain. 
it  shall  be  lawful  to  land  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandi.'e,  jq  the  same,  or  any  other,  di.'iirict 
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adjoining  said  Lake  Champlain,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
any  action  or  prosecution  against  any  person  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  to 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act.  and  any 
special  matter,  in  evidence.  And  if  in  any  suit 
the  plaintjff  is  non-?uit,  or  judgment  pass  against 
him,  the  defendant  shall  recover  double  costs. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  March  next, 
and  no  longer. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  every 
collector  of  the  customs  shall  have  authority, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  employ  within  his  district  such 
number  of  proper  persons,  as  deputy  collectors  of 
the  customs,  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  who  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  officers  of  the  customs  ; 
and  the  said  deputy  collectors,  before  they  enter 
on  the  duties  of  their  offices,  shall  take  and  sub- 
scribe, before  the  collectors  appointing  them,  or 
before  some  magistrate  within  their  respective 
districts,  authorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths, 
the  following  oath   or  affirmation,  to   wit:   "  1, 

,  having  been   appointed  a  deputy  collector 

of  the  customs,  within  and  for  the  district  of , 

do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly,  swear  (or  af- 
firm, as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  diligently 
and  faithfully  execute  the  duties  of  the  said  office 
of  deputy  collector,  and  will  use  my  best  endea- 
vors to  prevent  and  detect  frauds  and  violations 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  I  further 
swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States."' 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act  "  authorizing  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  ene- 
my, while  in  the  military  Bervice  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposei,"  passed  the  ninth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That  the  ninth  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  ihe 
United  Slates,  and  for  other  purpose?."  passed  on 
the  ninth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  only  to 
houses,  or  other  buildings,  occupied  by  an  order 
of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  Slates  as  a 
place  of  deposite  for  military  or  naval  stores,  or 
as  barracks  lor  the  military  forces  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that,  in  acting  on  all  claims  arising 
under  the  aforesaid  ninth  section,  as  well  those 
whereon  commissions  are  now  returned,  and  re- 
main undecided,  as  those  on  which  commissions 
may  be  hereafter  executed,  it  sdall  be  the  duly  of 
the  commissioner,  appointed  in  virtue  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  carefully  to  examine  and  investigate 
the  same,  and  to  report  the  facts  in  such  case  to 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  be,  ihat  such  provision 
may  be  made  for  the  relief  of  the  respective 
claimants  as  shall  be  deemed  just  and  proper. 
14th  Con.  2d  Sess — 43 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
commissioner  shall,  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
claim  to  compensation  or  indemnity  shall  exceed 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  award  a  com- 
mission to  some  one  or  more  discreet  commis- 
sioners, near  the  places  where  the  witnesses  re- 
side, who  shall,  before  they  proceed  to  act,  take 
an  oath,  or  affirmation,  before  some  officer  au- 
thorized by  law  to  administer  the  same,  that 
they  will  faithfully  and  impartially  execute  the 
duties  assigned  to  them  in  said  commis«oo,  to 
the  best  of  their  judgment;  and  the  said  com- 
missioner shall  accompany  said  commission  with 
directions  as  to  the  examination  of  witnesses,  on 
oath  or  affirmation,  which  the  said  commissioner, 
or  commissioners,  so  acting,  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  administer  ;  which  said  commission,  when 
executed,  together  with  the  examinations  taken 
in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  enclosed,  sealed, 
and  returned  by  mail  to  the  office  of  the  said 
commissioner :  Provided,  however.  That,  in  act- 
ing on  examinations  taken  by  virtue  of  the  actio 
which  this  is  an  amendment,  the  said  commis- 
sioner shall  be  authorized,  in  all  cases  where  he 
shall  adjudge  the  facts  not  to  be  sufficiently  dis- 
closed to  allow  a  just  decision  between  the  claim- 
ants and  the  United  States,  to  award  a  new  com- 
mission as  aforesaid;  and,  also,  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  sail  commissioner  shall  deem  it  proper 
to  appoint  an  agent  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stat^  in  executing  ;aid  commissions;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner,  or  com- 
missioners, taking  evidence  in  any  case,  to  make 
inquiry  whether  any  evidence  may  be  had  which 
may  be  favorable  lo  the  interest  of  the  United 
States,  and  lo  lake  such  evidence,  and  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  said  commissioner,  in  like 
manner. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  who  has  sus- 
tained damage  by  the  loss  of  any  horse,  mule,  ox, 
wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such 
properly  was  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  by  impressment  or  contracT,  ex^^~" 
cept  in  cases  where  the  risk  lo  which  the  property 
would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be  incurred  by 
the  owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such  loss  was 
without  any  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  owner,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value 
thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
provisions  of  this  act.  and  the  act  to  which  it  is 
an  amendment,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  extended 
to  cases  of  properly  lo.-.t,  captured,  or  destroyed, 
in  the  wars  with  the  Indian  tribes,  subsequent  to 
the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  and  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Sec.  5.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ail 
claims  allowed  by  said  commissioners,  of  two 
hundred  dollars  or  upwards,  shall  be  revised  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  a  statement  of  the  facts 
made  to  him  by  the  aloresaid  commissioner,  and 
may  be  confirmed  or  rejected;  and  the  amouQt 
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()!'  all  claims  alJowed  by  the  aforesaid  coraniis- 
^ioner  less  than  two  hundred  dollars,  and  those  of 
;'|wo  hundred  dollars  and  upwards,  if  confirmed 
.J)y  the  Secretary  of  War,  shall  be  paid  in  the  raan- 
ter  prescribed  in  the  tenth  and  fourteenth  sec- 
fions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment. 


:l 


Approved,  March  3,  IST 


then,  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  belong  to  the 
debtor. 

Approved.  March  3,  1817. 


*  An  Act  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  printing  of 
?-«  the  tenth  volume  of  Public  Documents. 

Ij  Be  it  enacfedjd^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 

':^,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  subscribe  for, 

lud  receive,  for  the  use  and  disposal  of  Congress, 

ive  hundred  copies  of  the  tenth  volume  of  public 

;iocuments,  proposed  to  be  printed  by  Thomas  B. 

'IV'ait  and   Sons.     The  aforesaid    volume    to  be 

delivered  in  strong  leather  binding,  at  the  Depart- 

iient  of  Slate,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  a 

ieuarter  for  each  five  hundred  pages  contained  in 

#ie  same. 

f  Sec.  2.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 

im  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is  here- 

ly  appropriated  for  the  purpo>e  aforesaid,  to  be 

lid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 

ise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  for  the  reUef  of  certain  Officers. 

:-  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
:<eral  be  authorized,  and  is  hereby  requ^ed,  to  pay 
{   *ih*  general  staff  (the  volunteer  aids  excepted)  of 
^   -tbe  Governor  of  the  Illinois   Territory,  while  in 
iejrvice  in   the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
-jliid  twelve;  and  that  to  each  one  be  allowed  the 
pay  and  emijluments  of  a  major  of  infantry, 
:      Approved^  March  3,  1SI7. 
»  ii;  ^  


;  5a  Act  supplementary  to  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
l     bons  imprisoned  for  debts  due  the  United  States." 

5;    Bt  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  any  person  imprisoned 

;  Opon  execution   for   a  debt   due   to  the  United 

States,  which   he  shall  be  unable  to  pay,  if  his 

i^  J^cSse  shall  be  such  as  does  not  authorize  his  dis- 
; charge  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 

'     ^be  powers  given   him   by  the  act,  entitled  'An 

'  :  iiet  providing  for  the  relief  of  persons  impris- 
(oijed  for  debts  due  to  the  United  States."  may 
Cnsake  applicntion  to  the  President  of  the  United 
"  Btates,  and  upon  proof  being  made  to  his  satis- 
.  faction  that  such  debtor  is  unable  to  pay  the  debt, 
^^ud  upon  a  compliance  by  the  debtor  with  such 
Merms  and  conditions  as  the  President  shall  deem 

'■  T  jproper,  he  niay  order  the  discharge  of  such  debtor 
•irom  his  imprisonment,  and  he  shall  be  accord- 
'ingly  dischjjrged,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  be 
♦  imprisoned  again  for  the  same  debt ;  but  the  judg- 
.  n^ent  shall  remain  good  and  sufficient  in  law, and 
Tfuay  be  satisfied  out  of  any  estate   which  may 

'A  I  I  ' 

xi  ■  I 
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Resolution  for  admitting  the  State  of  Indiana  into  the 

Union. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory 
to  forma  constitution  and  State  government, and 
for  the  admission  of  that  State  into  the  Union." 
the  people  of  the  said  Territory  did,  on  the  twen- 
ty-ninth day  of  June,  in  the  present  year,  by  a 
convention  called  for  that  purpose,  form  for 
themselves  "a  constitution  and  State  government, 
which  constitution  and  Stale  government,  so 
formed,  is  republican,  and  in  conlormity  with  the 
principles  of  the  articles  of  compact  between  the 
original  States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio,  passed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  : 

Resolved  by  the  Seyiale  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  Siate  of  Indiana 
shall  be  one.  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Approved,  December  11,  1816. 


Resolution  to  employ  John  Trumbull,  to  compose  and 
execute  certain  paintings. 

Resolved,  «f-c..  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
employ  John  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  to  com- 
pose and  execute  four  paintings  commemorative 
of  the  most  important  events  of  the  American 
Revolution,  to  be  placed,  when  finished,  in  the 
Capitol  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  b,  1817. 


Resolution  respecting  contracts  for  the   Printing  for 
Congress. 

Resolved,  <^c..  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, be  directed,  in  making  any  future  contract 
for  the  printing  of  Congress,  to  stipulate,  and  re- 
quire, that  the  same,  excepting  only  the  bills,  or 
when  otherwise  specially  directed  by  either 
House,  shall  be  done  in  royal  octavo  form,  the 
size  of  the  pages  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  the 
late  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  when  any  tables  will  not  admit,  with  the 
use  of  a  small  type,  of  compression  into  that  size, 
they  shall  be  so  printed  as  to  fold  conveniently 
into  the  volume. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 
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read  a  second  time     .         .         .         .         •  136 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  144 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted      .         -         .147 
Alien  Duties,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent, 
ative*  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  repayment  to  be  made 

of  certain,  read       .....  202 

read  a  second  time     .....  203 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         >         -  214 

Allen,  Hannah,  Mr.  Williams  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  referred 181 

an  adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to    -         .201 


Page. 

Allowance  and  pay  of  private  servants,  dec,  Mr. 
Tichenor   submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
subject  of       -         ....         .     jQQ 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  MU- 
itary  Committee jqi 

Alteration  of  the  Journal,   .Mr.  Fromentin  sub- 
mitted a  motion  for  an,  in  the  record  of  pro- 
ceedings on  counting  the'' Electoral  votes     137     'i 
the  motion  negatived  .         -         -         -     138 

American  Manufactures,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Society 
for  promoting,  Ac,  referred    -         -         .     145 

•Application  of  moneys  transferred,  report  from 

the  Department  of  War  on  the       -         -       37 
similar  report  from  the  Navy  Department  -       52 

Army  and  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatjves  making  additional  appropria- 
tions to  defray  the  expense  of  the,  during 
the  late  war,  read  -         -         -         .         .     140 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     141 

reported  with  amendments  -         .         .     195 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .     201 
Army  Register,  forty  copies  of  the,  transmitted 
by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War  for  the 

use  of  the  Senate 45 

Army  Surgeons,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted  a  reso. 

lution  relating  to    ....         . 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Mil. 

itary  Committee loi 

,\8hmun,  Eli  P.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  .Massachusetts,  in  the  place  of 
Christopher  Gore,  was  qualified,  &c.        -         9 
speech  of,  on    the  bill   relating  to  internal 

improvement 177 

Assistant  Doorkeeper,  Mr.  Tail  submitted  a  res- 
olution for  the  appointment  of  an    -         -       42 
resolution  agreed  to   -         -         -         -         -       43 
Attorney  General,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read      .       48 

read  a  second  time 52 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -       62 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...       64 
Attorneys  employed  for  collection  of  moneys  due 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Hardin  submitted 
a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  requiring  bond  and  security  from         -       51 

resolution  agreed  to 52 

Attwater,  Reuben,  Mr.  Chase  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 79 

B. 

Baker,  .Malyne,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  &.C.,  were  in- 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placuig,  on  the  list  of  pensioners  -         -146 
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'1/i*lik  of  the  Metropolia,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the 

J '.  petition  of  the,  referred  -         -         -         . 

:i  ^  (See  Dittrict  of  Columbia,  Banks,  <kc.) 

^  J*  Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Mason, 


Page. 
34 


of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion ct>ncerning  the         .... 

referred  io  a  committee      -         -         .         . 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 

i  of  Columbia  ...... 

4        a  bill  to  incorporate  certain,  read 

J    ,     read  a  second  time     ..... 

.;         read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

i  with  sjnendments 

♦         concurr»id  in      -         ....         . 
a  bill  to  jextend  the  charter  of  certain,  read 
read  a  sf^cond  time    -         .         .         .         . 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
^arbour,  Mr*,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  ap- 
point |i  standing  committee  on  roads  and 


\ 


canal 


,  1 

4        remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  Attor- 

*i  ncy  Cieneral 

4         speech  <|f,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  indefi- 
1  nitely'the  resolution  to  reduce  the  Army 

^Bamum,  En.vh,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 

f  tition  -of,  referred 

.iBayly.  Mout^tjoy,  Doorkeeper,  dec,  Mr.  Lacock 
%  submitted  a  resolution  authorizing,  to  ap- 

J  point  assistants,  &c.,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 
read  a  t^ird  time,  and  passed     ... 

iBayou  8t.   .&>hn,  a  bill   to   authorize  Teasels  de- 
.  A  parting  from,  &c.,  to  clear  out  at  New  Or- 

*  leans,;  read     ...... 

\         read  a  second  time     -         •  .  .  . 

"S         ordered  |o  a  third  reading  -         .         .  . 

«         read  a  tljird  time,  and  passed     . 

iBean,  Jesse,  iMr.  Campbell  presented  the  peti- 

^  tion  o\,  referred       ..... 

\        committie  discharged         .... 

JBeaumarcha»s,  a  Message   from   the   President 

\  recommending  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of, 

j,  to  thejconsideration  of  Congresg     - 

fBedford,   Krjitucky,    Mr.    Hardin    submitted    a 

X  resoluiion  to  establish  a  post  office  at,  Ac. 

*I         amende^  and  agreed  to      -         -         .         . 
Bell,  Thomas.     (See  Winchdl,  Peter.) 
Bienvenue,  Antoine,  a   bill   from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of   - 
read  a  fijst  time         ..... 
.*,!:      read  a  a^cond  time,  and  referred 
••"':         reportedj  without  amendment     ... 
*;'         a  third  r|!aJing  negatived  .... 
;.   Bingham,  L»|ther,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
y  i  resenl^tiYes  for  relief  of,  read  . 

4j  read  a  si'cond  time,  and  referred 

•-:         committee  discharged,  and  subject  referred 
\      \^\      to  the!  Secretary  of  the  Treasury     . 
' :     V  (report  oj  that  officer  read  .... 

'  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived 

J  Boisgervuis,  James  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of 

»■•;  Reprtusentatives  for  relief  of  - 

<  ;  read  a  tjcsi  and  second  time,  and  referred    - 

•^,        reporteif  without  amendment 
>^^  ■        read  a  tpird  lime,  and  passed     ... 
^'^Bolton,  Aqudla  M.,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the 

X  j  petition  of,  rtferred         .... 
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Bonus  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 

from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  set 

apart  the,  Ac,  as  a  permanent  fund  for 

internal  improvement,  read     -         .         - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported    with   amendments,    read    a  third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended 
a  message  from   the  House  of  Repreaenta. 
tivea  that   the  President  had  vetoed  the 

bUl 

another  message  that  they  had  reconsidered 
and  rejected  the  same     .... 
Boom,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         -         -         . 
adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to         -         . 
Boudet,  D.  W.,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  peti. 
tion  of,  referred       ..... 
Boyd,  Joseph  E..  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon         -         .         .         - 

read,  and- concurred  in        .         .         .         . 

Briggs,  Isaac,  Mr.  Wells  presented  the  petition 

of . 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       •         .         .         . 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Brookville,  Indiana,  Mr-  Noble  submitted  a  re«. 
olution  relative  to  a  post  road  from 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Post  Roads,  Ac. 
Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  took  his  seat 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reduce  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment        .... 
Brown,  Samuel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe. 

tition  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon        - 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         - 
Buck,  Anthony,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of    - 
read  three  times,  and  passed       ... 
Buckmaster,  George,  a  bill   from   the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of   . 
read  the  first  time      ..... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Burnside,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  a  committee 
was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  42d  rule 

for  conducting 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  a  similar  commit- 
tee was  appointed  under  the  22d  rule 

C. 

Callahan,  Richard,  Mr.  Varnum  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 

Campbell,  George  W.,  of  Tennessee,  took  his 
seat        ....... 

Canadian  Volunteers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  amend  the  act  grant- 
ing bounties  in  land.  Ac.  to,  read     • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         •         • 
Canals,  Mr.  Sanford   presented  the  petition  of 
the  New  Vork  Commuatoners  of,  referred 
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of  Repre- 


Carhages,  Mr.  Ashmun  submitted  a  resolution 
directing  the  Finance  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  altering  the 
law  imposing  duties  on  .         .         . 

considered,  and  agreed  to  .         .         . 

committee  report  that  it   is  inexpedient  to 
alter  the  law  .         .         .         .         . 

their  report  concurred  in    -         .        - 
Carter,  Alfred  M.,   and  other  heirs  of  Landon 
Carter,  the  petition  of,  was  read 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .         .         .         . 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

Carter,  Alice,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         .         .         . 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  and  the  heirs  of  W.  B. 

Carter,  read  ...... 

read  a  second  time     .         -         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

Caslard,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House 

sentatives  for  relief  of    . 

read  a  first  time  -         .         .         .         . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  nnd  passed      .         .         . 
Castanado,  John  do,  a   bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  reUef  of    . 
reatl  a  first  and  second  time        .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Cavalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Petit,  Mr.  Brown 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred     . 
committee  discharged  .         .         .         . 

Gaze,  James,  and  John  Richaud,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of 
read  a  first  time  .         .         .         .         . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      .         -         . 

third  reading  negatived      .         .         .         . 

Cazeau,  Francis,  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
representatives  of,  read  .  .         .  . 

recommitted  with  instructions  to  prepare  a 

bill 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of,  read  •         .         .         .         . 

read  a  second  time     .         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
Mr.  Mason  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred   ....... 

Certain  Officers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre> 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  read     .         .         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Chace,  Dudley,  of  Vermont,  took  his  seal 
Chambers,  David,   adverse   report   on  the  peti- 
tion of- 
read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         •         • 
Chaplains,  Mr.  Howell  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  two,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .         .         . 
Chesapeake  Bay,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  surveys  of  the    - 
amended,  and  agreed  to     •        -        •        • 
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Chesapeake  Bay— continued.  Pag^ 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  obe- 
dience thereto 

Mr.    Goldsborough  submitted    a  resolution 
concerning  the  defence  of  the  shores  of 
the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr 
Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  the,  re 
ferred    ---... 
Chism,  Wm.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  for  reUef  of     ... 
read  a  first  time  .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Clarkson,  Randolph,   Mr.   Wilson  submitted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Pensions,  Ac,  to  ihljuire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  pension  of 
agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly     . 
adverse  report  of  said  committee,  agreed  to 
Clerks,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  sums  paid  to,  in  his  department     - 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
report  from  the  Postmaster  General    - 
Clifford,  Thomas,   and    John,    a    bill   from   the 
House  of   Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
third  reading  negatived      ... 

Collectors,  a  bill  respecting  the  compensation  of, 
twice  read      ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Columbian  Institute,  Mr.   Mason,  of  Virginia 
presented  a  petition  praying  an  act  of  in 
corporation  for  the,  referred    - 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read     - 
read  a  second  time     .... 
indefinitely  postponed        ... 

Columbia  Turnpike,  a  bill  from   the   House  of 

Representatives  authorizing  the  extension 

of  the,  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 

read       ----... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Commissaries  of  Subsistence,  a  bill  authorizing 
the  appointment  of,  read 

read  a  second  time 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Commissioner  of  Loans,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  to  abolish  the  office  of, 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 

reported   with   amendments,    read    a    third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Compensation,  Mr.  Varnum  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  repeal  of  the  act  changing  the 
mode  of 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

Mr.  V.  communicated  instructions  of  the 
Legislature  of  .Massachusetts  to  endeavor 
to  procure  the  repeal  of  said  act,  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five     .... 

said  committee  discharged  ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
repeal  the  act,  Ac,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        . 
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'ongresa,  a  h\]l  to  alter  the  time  for  next  meet- 
,^^  ing  of/reaJ    -.--.. 

J      read  a  second  time 

Jl  third  reai^ing  negatived  •  .  .  . 
ion^titution,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution 
V  to  amcjid  the,  read  .... 

|f^)ntingent  Expenses,  the  President  transmitted 

his  antrual  account  of    - 
Contracts,  a  r.port  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of 
War,  showing  the,  made  by  that  depart- 
ment       

a  similar   report   from  the  Secretary  of  the 
\  Navy     -         -         -         .         .     '    . 

9  a  similar  report  from  Postmaster  General  - 
>ook,  Joel,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition 

^  of,  referred 

'      an  adverse  report  concurred  in   - 

Jyeek  Indians,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

*  sentatives  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read  - 
V!    read  a  second  time     .         -         .         .         . 

read  a  thtrd  time,  and  passed     ... 
^'jSQies  and  OtTences  within  the  Indian  bounda- 
ries, so.much  of  the   Message   as  relates 
to,  wa.-,   referred  to   the   Judiciary  Com- 
mittee     

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of,  read 

read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

recommitted      ---... 

j     reported  with  amendments  ... 

^      ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 

§'    read  a  third  time,  and  pasted     ... 

(^tstom-Houses,  &c.,  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 

I  shire,  submitted  a  resolution  authorizing 

k         the  purchase  or  erection  of     - 

5      resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred 

Qutbush,  Edward,  and  8.  R.  Marshall,  surgeons 

^:       of  the  ^avy,  Mr.  Tait  presented  the  me- 

1  '       morial  rtf,  referred  .... 

(|uftting,  Jonaf*.  .Mr.  Chace  presented  the  petition 

*  ;       of,  referred 

*  '  committer,  discharged  .... 
'ftjtting,  Nall,aniel,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the 
4         memori.'d  of,  referred      -     /   • 

-  •   committee  discharged         •     \  * 
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^  1       .  D.  • 

l^^ggett,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 

',         internal  improvement     .... 

lirmages  and  Interest,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a 

y         resolution  respecting  uniform  rates  of,  in 

*         cases  of  protest,  &c.        .... 

f     resolution  agreed  to 

•'.    Mr.  8.  also   presented  a  petition  of  sundry 

■,j       merchants  of  New   York,  praying  a  law 

1 «       respecting,  referred  to  same  committee    - 

Ck|ia<  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  took  bis  seat 

rit'  reniarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  ma- 

•  *'      ritime  precincts 

'I^vien,  Georgia,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  a  resolu- 
,,f»^      tion  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
J ,      tablishing  a  port  of  entry  at     -         -         -     1 1 1 
£    agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  referred  to  the 
f:      Committee  of  Commerce,  &c.         -         -     116 
l)^»ration  of  Independence,  Mr.  Barbour  sub- 
i  ,      mitted  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Presi- 
^  ;      dent  of  the  United  States  to  employ  John 
4 '      TrumbuU  to  compose  and  execute  a  paint- 
ing commemorative  of  the,  read      -         -       64 


Page.    Declaration  of  Independence — continued, 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
142  reported  with  an  amendment,  which   was 

146  agreed  to        -         -         .         .         . 

197  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         -         - 

Delino,  Ignace  C,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  pe- 

30  tition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .... 

73  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Depositc   of  Papers,   a   bill   from  the    House  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the,  with  Con- 
suls, 6cc.,  read 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Des  Londi,  widow,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
committee  discharged         .... 
Dewees,  Sarah,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       ..... 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         .... 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  negatived 
Dickerson,   Mahlon,   appointed   Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  dec. 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives respecting  the  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  the,  read         .... 
read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Discontinuance  of  the  business  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  certain  cases,  a  bill  to  prevent 

the,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Discount  and  Depoiite,  Mr.  Varnum  submitted 
a  resolution   requiring   the   Bank  of  th« 
United  States  to  establish  an  office  of,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider It  - 
a  bill  to  ^hat  effect  read      •         •         •  \     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Disposition  of  money   puid   into  United  States 
Courts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives directing  the  - 
read  a  first  time         ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
District  Attorney  for  Massachusetts,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  concerning 
the  compensation  of  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

District  of  Columbia,  Mr.   Mason,  of  Virginia, 
submitted   a   resolution,   that   it  shall  be 
among  the  orders  of  the  Senate  to  apjKiint 
at  each  session  a  standing  committee  on 
the,  read         ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         •        • 
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District  Court,  in  the  northern  district  of  New 
York,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  respecting  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed     - 
Dohrman,  Rachel,   Mr.  Rugglcs  presented  thi 
petition  of,  referred 
a  favorable  report  on  the  prayer  of,  read 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Donation  Rights,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
resentativcs  allowing  further  time  for  enter 

ing,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Duvcrger,  Bartheleray,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of    - 
read  a  first  lime         .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
indefinitely  postponed         ... 
Dwight,  Rev.  Sereno   £.,  election  of  as  Chap- 
lain, in  place  of  Rev.  J.  Glendy  who  de 
clined  the  appointment  -         -         . 

E. 

Edwards,  Wm.,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  feferred       .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ... 

read  a  second  time     .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Epervier,  U.  S.  brig,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  wid 
ows  and  orphans  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines  lust  on  board  of  the,  read  twice, 
and  paaaed     ...... 

Ewell,  Thomas,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon         .... 

Mr.  M.  presented  another  petition  of,  re- 
ferred     

a  similar  report  thereon     -         -         -         - 

read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         - 

Exchange  of  Territory,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting,  with  the  Indians    - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

report  of  said  committee  read     ... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  any  information  in  his  office  re- 
lating to  an  - 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply      ... 

the  report  concurred  in      -        -         -         - 

F. 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
referred  ...... 

Finances  and  National  Currency,  so  much  of 
the  Message  as  relates  to,  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee        .         .         .         - 

Fisher,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Horsey  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred         ... 

Florida,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  memorial 

of  the   Legislature  of  Louuiana  relative 

to  land  claims  of,  referred        ... 

commitlet'  discharged        .... 
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FoUett,  James  D.,  .Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     107 

Folley,  Frederick,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    119 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -        -        -        -     149 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         -     165 

Foreign  Commerce,  «Scc.,  on  motion  of,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  was  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at 
their  next  session,  copies  of  the  treaties, 
laws,  &c.,  which  concern  our  -         -     215 

Fort  Wayne,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  estabhshing  a  road  from, 
to  Chicago I3i 

Fortifications,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting    the   President  of  the  United 
States    to    cause    certain    surveys  to   be 
made  for         -         -         -         -         -         -     115 

amended,  and  agreed  to     -         -     \p^        -     116 

French  Cruisers,  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Portsmouth,  praying  compen- 
sation for  the  depredations  committed  by, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed         -         •     135 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,   President  pro   tern.,  took   the 

Chair 9 

on   motion    of  Mr.   Goidsborough,   thanks 
voted  to  ......     213 

address  of,  to  the  Senate     ....     213 
Garey,  James,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       -         -         -       46 
committee  discharged         -         ...       67 
General   Armstrong,  the  privateer  armed  brig, 
the  memorial  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  late,  was  referred       -          -         -         -       57 
report  of  the  committee  read      •        -        -       75 
report  ordered  to  be  printed        -         -         -       81 
amended,  agreed   to,  and    referred   to    the 
Secretary  of  State          -         -         -         -       84 
General  Staii^  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  organ- 
izing, &c.,  read 142 

read  a  second  time    .....     146 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -        .192 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     202 
Georgia,  Mr.  Troup  submitted   a  resolution  re- 
^  specting  payment  of  the  State  of,  for  the 
militia  called  out  under  authority  of  the 
United  States  for  defence  of  said  State 
against  Indian  invasion  -         -         -         -       41 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -       42 
report  of  said  committee  read    -         -         -       77 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims   -       85 
a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  payment 

of  the  said  claims,  read  ...  -  86 
read  a  second  time  ....  -  88 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -       98 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     101 
a    bill    authorizing    payment    of  a  sum  of 
money  to  the  State  of,  under  the  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession,  &c.,  read        -     161 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 197 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -     204 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  same  tenor,  read       -        -         -   .     -     207 
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Oeorgia — continued. 

;  •      read  a  second  time    -         -         -         .         . 

"       read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  to  the  State  of,  fifteen  per  cent, 
upon  her  quota  of  direct  tai,  dec,  read  - 

read  a  second  tune,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         .         . 
#iilpin,  Edward,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  pcti- 
%  tion  of,  referred       ..... 

yiendy.  Reverend  John,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 
fcoldsborough,  Robert  H.,  of  Maryland,  took  his 
i  seat       ....... 

J/orham,  James,   Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  reso- 
^^  lution  to  place  the  name  of,  on  pension  list 

^ ,     referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  Ac. 
'  ':     adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  - 
^^Overnment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  the  year  1817,  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred    ... 

reported  with  umendmenta         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with  amend. 

I  ments 

#Sreen,  James,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the  petition 
f  of,  referred     ...... 

^      adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in    - 

$'ifeen,  Joseph  G.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
^  resentatives  for  relief  of 

i  read  twice,  and  referred  .... 
•  reported  without  amendment  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 


i 

% 
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H. 


■mtgner,  Peter,  a  bill  compensating,  read  - 
I      read  a  second  time      .... 

1  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
i|ampton.  Wade,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me 
i  monal  i)f,  referred  .... 

il^nson,  Alexi^nder  C,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
lit  the  Leiijislature  of  Maryland,  in  place  of 
a    ■      R.  G.  liarper,  resigned,  produced  his  ere 

*  dentials',  &.c.  .... 
liardin,  Martin  D.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

«  Executive  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  Wra 

\  T.  Barry,  resigned,  was  qualified.  «Sc;c. 

J      speech  of,. on  the  bill   concerning   internal 
improvfment 
Margrave,   William,  Mr.   Fromentin    presented 

*  the  petition  of,  referred    . 

*  committer   discharged  ... 
Jarman,  John.     (Sec  Winchell,  Peter.) 
jiarrisville,  Ohio,  Mr.  Kuggles  presented  a  pe 

2  tition  of  the  citizens  of,  praying  for  a  cer 

*  tain  mail  route,  rcfe^ed 

,JaeIet,  Wiiiiara,  a  biU.from  the  House  of  Reprc 
W  sentativcs  for  relief  of,  read     . 

h      read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

*  reported  with  an  amendment 
*'     ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         - 
«      read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

i^aelet,  John,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
4  of,  referred     . 

»      a  bill  for  rf  lief  of,  read 
f      read  a  seci^nd  time     . 
fk      ordered  tj  a  third  reading 
read  a  thijd  lime,  and  pased 
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Havens,  Rensselaer.  (See  Jenkins,  Frederick.) 
Heirs  of  deceased  Soldiers,  a  bill  to  secure  the 
bounty  in  land  to,  in  certain  cases,  read 

read  a  second  time     .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time  and  passed 

Henderson,  Francis,  and  family,  Mr.  Hunter  pre 
sented  the  memorial  of,  referred 
committee  discharged         ... 
Hicka,  George.    (See   Tic^edy,  Robert.) 
Holmes,  Alexander,  and  Benjamin  Hough,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re 

liefof 

read  the  first  time       .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Holmes's  Hole,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rejire- 
sentatives  for   erecting   a  light-house  on 
the  west  chop  of,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     . 
Holland,  Park,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
.  reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Home  Department,  a  bill  to  establish  a,  read 
a  second  time     ..... 

Hospital  Surgeons  in  the  Navy,  a  bill  to  author 
ize  the  appointment  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time     .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 
recommitted  to  the  Naval  Committee 
reported  with  amendments 
indefinitely  postponed         ... 

Humes,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pet 
tion  of,  referred       .... 

adverse  report  thereon         ... 

read,  and  concurred  in        .         -         . 
Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  took  hi«  seat 

I. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  supplemental  to  the  act 

to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Mr.  Chace  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 

the  collection  of  duties  on 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means  ..... 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  further  to 

provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  agreed  to     - 
a  bill  from  the   House    of  Representatives 

supplemental  to  the   act  to  regulate  the 

duties  on,  read       ..... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
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Imports  and  Tonnage — continued.  Page. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •         -         -     211 
a   bill  from   the    House    of   Representatives 
to  continue  in  force  the  act  supplemental 
to  the  act  to  regulate  duties  on,  read       -     193 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .         -     194 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed     ...  214 

Indemnification,  a  Message  from  the  President 
relative  to  the  conflicting  claims  of  Geor- 
gia and  Mississippi,  referred   ...      104 

Indian  Treaties,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

carrying  into  effect  certain,  read      -         -      196 
read  a  third  timf,  and  passed      -         -         .201 

Indian  Tribes,  a  bill 'making  appropriations  to 
enable  the  President  to  hold  treaties  with 
the,  Ac,  read  -         -         -         -         -       81 

read  a  second  time     .         -         -         -         .       83 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         -         -         -       92 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -       97 
the  President  transmitted  copies  of  treaties 
with  sundry  -         -         -         -    c    .         -       85 
Indiana,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Morrow,  a  committee 
was  appointed   to   inquire   whether   any 
legislative  provision  is  necessary  for  ad. 
mitting,  into  the  Union  -         -         -         .         9 
report  of  said  committee  read     •         *         >       18 
recommitted  to  the  same    -         -         -         -19 
the  credentials  of  the  Senators  from,  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee      •         -         -        10 
a  resolution  reported  and  adopted  declaring, 

to  be  one  of  the  United  States         -         -       21 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 

consideration  of  the  subject     -         -         -       55 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 

of,  read 44 

read  a  second  time     -         -         •         -         -45 
ordered  to  a  third  reading            -          -         .       90 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...       91 
a  bill  from  the  president  of  the  convention 
that  formed  the   constitution  of,  with  a 
copy  of  that  instrument            -         -         -       55 
Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  land 
office  in  the  eastern  part  of     -         -         -110 
agreed  to,  and  resolution  referred        -         -     112 
Instructions  from  State  Legislatures,  Mr.  Wilson 
submitted    a    resolution    that   the    Senate 
deem  it  inexpedient  that,  should  be  re- 
ceived and  filed 105 

the  consideration  thereof  indefinitely  post- 
poned      109 

Intercourse  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  Mr.  Williams 
submitted  a  resolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regulating       34 
resolution  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  com- 
mittee  appointed     -----       35 

Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  compre* 
hending  statements  relative  to,  read         -       55 

Internal  Improvement.     (See  Bonus  0/  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank.) 
Invalid   Pensioners,  a   bill  from   the   House  of 

Representatives  concerning,  read    -         -     144 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     146 
reported   with    amendments,    read    a   third 
time,  and  passed    .....     201 


J-  Page. 

Jail,  Ac,  in  Alexandria,  Mr.  Mason, of  Virginia, 
presented  the  petition  of  the  levy  court  of 
said  county,  praying  pecuniary  aid  to 
erect  a,  referred      ..... 

Jarvis,  Sarah,  and  others,  Mr.  Varnum  called  up 

the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

committee  discharged         .... 

Jefferson's  Report,  on  the  privileges  and  restric- 
tions of  commerce,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, five  hundred  copies  of,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  ..... 

Jenkins,  Frederick,  and  Rensselaer  Havens,  Mr. 
King  presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 

Johnson,  G.  W.,  and   others,   Mr.   Taylor  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
committee  discharged         .... 

Jones,  Phihp,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 
the  petition  oi,  referred  .         -         -  . 

Jourdan,  P.  and   B.,   Mr.  Fromentin   presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ... 

committee  discharged  -         .         .         . 

Journal  of  Proceedings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, the,  so  far  as  connected  with  count- 
ing the  ballots  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  was  ordered  to  be  made  up  in 
conformity  with  precedent 

Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,   a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  to  establish  the,  read 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         . 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

K. 

Kidd,  Robert,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ...... 

an  adverse  report  thereon  .... 

read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         •  - 

KindaJl,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        -         .         . 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -         -         -         .         . 
King,  Rufus,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat  . 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  create  a  Home  De- 
partment       ...... 

Kingsbury,  John,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       ..... 

committee  discharged         .... 

L. 
Land  Laws,  Mr.  Morrow  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  the  ..... 

considered,  and  agreed  to  -  -         . 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  collection,  and  print- 
ing of  the,  read      ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  thud  time,  and  pau>sed     ... 
Lands  sold,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  a  statement  of,  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  <Scc.,  read  .         .         - 

Land  Titles,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  a  memo 
rial  o(  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  re 
specting,  in   the  former  Territory  of  Or 
leans,  referred  .... 

Laval,  Jacint,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
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<Swjfl/e  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


\  i  Page 

l|,aw.   Thoman.   and  others,   Mr.   Daggett  prc- 
J  sented  jhe  petition  of,  referred 

>,awrente,    Isjac,  and  others,   a  bill   from    the 
%  House  (Jf  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 

J      read  a  secpnd  time,  and  referred 

♦  reported  vjithout  amendment      •         - 

*  read  a  thijd  time,  and  piassed      ... 
ttaurens,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John.     (8ee  Hen- 

«  derton,  JFrancis,  anct family.') 

^ws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  provide  for 


34 

182 
189 
192 
207 


* 

^  ♦ 

■I 

\ 

i     cor 
LJe,  H< 

I         ' 
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the  purchase  and  distribution  of  the,  read 

iread  a  second  time 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  thi)''d  time,  and  passed     . 
a  bill  authorizing  subscription  for  an  addi- 
tional volume  of  the,  read       ... 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to. a  third  reading  .         -         - 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
lilanc,  Lo^^is  Charles,   Mr.  Fromentin  pre. 

sented  tjie  petition  of,  refenipd 
adverse  rej>ort  thereon         -         - 
considered'  and  concurred  in      .         .         - 
lenry,  a  l^ill  from  the  House  of  Represent, 
atives  fcf  the  relief  of,  read  twice    - 
1^    read  a  thir^l  time,  and  passed     ... 
Ovy  Court  of  jVlexandria.     (See  Jcdl,  4-c.) 
iS  rary,  on  mdtion  of  Mr.  Fromentui,  a  com- 
^        mittee  ^as  appointed,  on  the 
«    report  of  j(jint  committee  on  the 

4  a  bill  makijig  further  appropriations  for  sup. 
f        port  of  t|ie,  read 

5  read  a  seco^nd  time     ..... 
v'l    ordered  to  n  third  reading  ... 

read  a  thirl  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Fromtuitin  submitted   a  resolution  re- 
specting i  the  erection  of  a  building   for 
the,  read;       •         -         -         .         .       '  . 
read  a  seco|ul  time     ..... 
third  readirigf  negatived      .... 
i.>enses  to  Disi^lJe^,  &c.,  Mr.  Barbour  submit- 
i       ted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  act  to  abol- 
:  T       ish  the  dwties  on,  &.c.     .... 
•"  T   considered, and  negatived            ... 
r.le,  William, "Mr.  Troup  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  rjferred 

\e  Oak  and   l|ed  Cedar,  Mr.  Morrow  submit- 
ted a  resf  lution  touching  the  reservation 
of  lands  iiroducing  timber  of  - 
agreed  to,  jnd  referred  to  the  Land  Com- 

*  mittee    -  \       - 
^  a  bill  making  reservation  of  lands  contain- 

*  ing,  read  ;--.... 
!^  read  a  secoijd  time     ..... 

6  ordered  to  i|  third  reading 
1  read  a  ihirdjtime,  and  passed     - 
%  returned   frrm   the   House  of  Representa- 
jt      tives  withi  amendments,  and  concurred  in 

L(jJ«tion  of  Cretk    Lands,  &c..  a   bill  from  the 

{House  of  JRepresentatives  making  provis- 
ion for  thr,  read 
read  a  secoijd  time,  and  referred 
J  reported   wj'h    amendments,    read   a    third 

*  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Lclan,  Captain  {James,  Mr.  Hardin  submitted  a 

Jl  resolution!  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  Ito  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  grantujg  pensions  to  the  infant  chii- 
Jren  of-  i io5 
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Logan,  Captain  James— continued. 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  reference  made  - 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in    - 
Louisiana,  u  report  from  the  commissioners  for 
a.'scertaining  and  adjusting  claims  to  land 
in  the  eastern  district  of,  referred    - 

M. 

Macon,  Mr.,  appointment  of,  as  Teller  of  Elec- 
toral votes      --.-.. 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning   internal 
improvement  --.".. 

Madison,  James,  a  bil!  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, freeing  from  postage  all  letters 
and  packets  to  and  from,  read 

r^ad  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
.Malcolm,  Henr\-,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  .  .  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  - 
ctrdered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Marine  Corps,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, to  fix  the  Peace  Establishment  of 
.  the,  read  ----.. 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  . 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         . 

Maritime  Precincts,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning  -         -         .         .         . 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 
Markward,   William,  and   others,  Mr.  Sanford 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
Marquand,  Joseph,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Varnum, 

the  petition  of,  was  referred    - 
Martin,  Joseph,  and  others,  .Mr.  Brown  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 
Maryland,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Goldsborough,  the 
.\cting  Secretary  of  War  was  requested 
to    lay   before    the    Senate    the    probable 
amount  of  the  claim  of  the   State  of,  fur 
military  services     ..... 
Mason,  Mr.,  of  >i'ew  Hampshire,  speech  of,  on 
the  .Military  Establishment      ... 
on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement      ---... 
report  of  that  olBcer  in  reply 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  V'arnnm  submitted  the  reso- 
lution of  the    Legislature  of,  appointing 
agenu  to  present  the  claims  of  said  Slate 
against  the  United  States  for  allowance, 

&c 

the  memorial  of  the  Peace  Society  of. 
Mercantile    and    Manufacturing    Interests,    Mr. 
Sanford  presented  two  memorials  of  mer- 
chants of  Xew  York,  on  the  subject  of, 
referred  ...... 

.Merrill,  John,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred      --.... 

Message,  the   President's   annual,  received  and 

read 

two  thousand  copies  of  the,  ordered  to  be 
printed  ....... 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
to  refer  the  several  subjects  oi'  the,  to  com- 
mittees ...... 

resolutions  agreed  to  .... 
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Senate  Prtcmdinga  and  Debates. 


I  *  Page. 

Messengers  in  Executive  Departments,  a  bill  es- 
tablishing the  salaries  of  the,  read  -         -       82 
read  a  second  time     .....       85 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -       92 

Messengers  and  servants  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts submitted  a  resolution  concerning  the 
pay  of  the,  read      -         -         -         -         -     150 

read  a  second   time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -  -         -         -  -         -      190 

read  a  third  time  and  passed       -         •         -     194 
.Military  Bounty  Lands,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a 
resolution  asking  information  concerning 
the  survey  of  .....       40 

amended  and  agreed   to,  and  a  committee 
appointed    to  request  the  information  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  -         .       41 
a  message   transmitting   the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  reply  to  the 
inquiry  ......       44 

Military  Establishment,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted 
a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement 

of  the 69 

amended,  and  agreed  to     .         -         -         -       78 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply        -       81 
a  bill   from    the   House  of   Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the,  for  the  year  1817,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred    -      " 140 

!-      reported  without  amendment       -         .         -     182 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with 
amendments  ......     202 

report  from  the  Department  of  War,  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the,  for  the  past 

year 145 

Military  Peace  Establis^iment,  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  expediency  of  reducing  the     124 

a  bill  to  reduce  the 132 

Military  Services  during  the  late  War,  a  bill  from 
the    House   of    Representatives,   making 
further  provision  for,  read        .         -         .     144 
road  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     146 
reported  with  an  amendment     -         -         -     150 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     205 
Militia  Laws  of  the  several  States,  Mr.  Barbour 
submitted    a    resolution    instructing   the 
Secretary  of  War  to  procure  copies  of  the 

existing 63 

considered  and  agreed  to  -         -         -         -       66 

.Milledgeville,  Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait, 

the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  Ac,  were 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  rx{)ediency 

of  establishing  a  post  route  from,  to  Carnes- 

viUe 81 

.Miller,  James,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -         -         -         -       69 
committee  discharged,  and  subject  referred 

to  the  Finance  Committee      -         -         -       73 
said  committee  also  discharged  -  .  -     217 

.Mills,  Peter,  Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     - 51 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -  -  201 
.Mint,  the  President  transmitted  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Directors  of  the  -  -  -  51 
Misaissippi  Territory,  the  President  of  the  Senate 
communicated  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of,  praying  admission  into  the 
Union,  read 42 


Mississippi  Territory — continued.  Page. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  said   memorial  was 

referred  to  a  committee  of  five         -         -       52 
Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  petition  of  cer- 
tain members  of  the  Legislature  praying 
that  said  Territory  may  be  admitted  with- 
out  division,  referred  to  same  committee       64 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western 

part  of,  to  form  a  constitution,  «fec.,  read  71 
read  a  second  time  .....  74 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  88 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  91 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  ....     183 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         •         •     184 
a  bill  to  establish  a  separate  territorial  gov. 

ernment  for  the  eastern  part  of,  read         .       71 
read  a  second  time     .....       74 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -         -         -       89 
recommitted       -  ,      -         -         -         -         .91 
reported  without  amendment,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...     134 
read  a  third  third  time,  and  passed     .         -139 
the  President  of  the  Senate  communicated 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying 
an  additional  judge  east  of  Pearl  river,  re-  • 
ferred    -.--...' 
the   President   also   communicated  another 
petition  of  the  same,  praying  the  adjust- 
ment of  British  claims  to  lands  in,  re- 
ferred     73 

committee  discharged         ....     217 
Monroe,  James,  declared  President  of  the  United 

States.^lect 115 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  President  was 
requested  to  cause  lo  be  delivered  the  no- 
tification  of  his  election  to       .         .         -     117    t 
a  letter  from,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  , 

announcing  the  time  at  which  he  will  take 

the  oath  of  office 195 

the  Inaugural  Address  of  -         -         •         •     220 
Montreuil,   .Madame,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of    .         .         -     183 
read  twice,  and  referred     •         .         .         -      188 
reported  without  amendment      ...     200 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     209 
Morrill,  David  L.,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  New   Hampshire,   produced 
his  credentials,  &c.         ....     218 

N. 
National  Currency,  Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance  communicated  a  cor- 
respondence  with   the   .Secretary  of   the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of  a,  ordered  to  be 

printed 144 

National  University,  so  much  of  the  Message  as 

relates  to,  referred  to  a  select  committee       33 
Naval   Establishment,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 

Representatives    concerning    the,    twice  • 

read,  and  referred  .....     106 

reported  without  amendment      .         -         -     115 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         •         -     143 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     147 

Navigation  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  concerning  the  100 
twice  read,  and  referred  ....  101 
reported  with  amendments  ...  107 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     136 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     140 


t — 


INDEX. 


S= 


+ 


Senate  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


*  •  Pa  e 

/avy,  a  bilJ  /|om  the  House  of  Representatives    *** 

•  j  makipii  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
1;  the,  foij  the  year  1817,  read     - 
I       reaJ  a  second  tune,  and  referred 
§       reported  (without  amendment      - 

ordered  t.j  a  third  reading 
read  a  thi.d  time,  and  pussed 
,5utral  Relations,  a  Message  from  the  President 
recomntending  such  provisions  by  law  as 
may  seizure  our,  referred 
a  bill  frojo    the   House  of  Representatives 
more  ejectually  to  preserve  our,  read      - 
read  a  secijnd  time,  and  referred 
reported  \f  ith  amendments 
recommitw?d       -         -         .         .         . 
reported  \.iih  further  amendments      - 
ordered  t(|  a  third  reading 
»^      read  a  thijd  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
-  cw  Hampsh.|c,  a  letter  from  Governor  Plumer, 

♦  5  presenting  a  map  of        -         .         .         .' 
'Newspapers,  o^  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the  usual 

resolution  passed  for  the  supply  of  - 
.^cholls,  Calelj,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
•^         aenUtivfs  for  relief  of     .... 
5      read  i- 

I      read  a  sec<.nd  time,  and  referred 
•^     reported  wtithout  amendment      - 
^     read  a  thijjl  time,  and  passed      - 
; '^oble,  James,  fhe  President  communicated  the 
*         credentials  of,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislatfire  of  Indiana    -         .         - 
appeared,  ^nd  ^as  qualified 
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I     drew  the  li.t  to  ^erve  till  3d  March,  1821, 
.*!  rth  Carolinsj,  Mr.  Stokes  presented  the  me- 
^         morial   (jf  the   Legislature  of,  respecting 
»»         lands  wlhin  fhe  State  of  Tennessee,  re- 
served b|  said  State,  <tc.  ... 
|.  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
.|  ;  Mr.  Maconjpresented  the  resolutions  of  the 
i        Legislature  of,  adopting,  the  amendment 
5  ,      of  the  (ionstitution  proposed  by  Masaa- 


73 

80 


•\ 


chusetts  I 


o. 


0|th*,  a  bill  fro  n  the  House  of  Representatives 

,  *        to  explaij,  the  act  to  authorize  certain  per- 

;  :  k        sons  to  sflminister,  read  .         .         . 

\    read  a  secotid  time,  and  referred  .         ' 

^-    reported  wih  amendments 

"t    ordered  to  |  third  reading  .         .         [ 

■  .    read  a  thirij  time,  and  passed      - 

tlhver,  WiUiamja  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
^^l^     aenutive*  for  relief  of,  read     -         .         . 

*  ;ti    '**'^  *  secoiid  time,  and  referred 

•^;  reported  Without  amendment      -         .         * 

■  i  'read  a  third?  time,  and  passed      -        .         '. 

^finistead,  Lewni,  Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the 
1  petition  ot,  referred  .... 

t-J^a  bill   directing  the  discharge  of,  from  im* 

»    J        prisonmejit,  read 

;     r^  ircad  a  secoid  time     -         -         -         .         . 

•  ;:  ^ordered  to  i|  third  reading  .         .         [ 
?;■  V read  a  thiriij  time,  and  passed      - 

Ot^-ia^ng  and  timing  a  Road,  a  bill  from  the 

51      House  ofJRepresentatives  for,  read 
;  ..«   read  a  secoijd  time,  and  referred 


reported  wijhout  amendment 
(   read  a  third'time,  and  passed 


68 
70 
85 
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90 
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103 

148 
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182 
201 


Orphans  and  Widows,  of  persons  slain  in  private 
and  public  armed  vessels,  a  bill  to  amend 
and  explain  the  act  giving  pensions  to  the 
read       -----.. 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Orr,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  relief  of  -         -         .         . 

read  a  first  time 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .         '. 

reported  without  amendment      - 
read  a  third  time,  and  negatived 
Otis,  John,  Mr.  Varnum  pre«5nted  the  petition 
of,  referred     -         -         .         .         . 
committee  discharged         .... 
Otis,  Harrison  Gray,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,   produced 

his  credentials,  Ac 

Owen,  Abraham,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep^ 
resentatives   for  rehef  of  the  widow  and 
cluldren  of,  read     -         .         .         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

P. 

Page,  Joseph  R.,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred     -         .         .         .         . 
adverse  report  thereon        -         .         .         . 
considered  and  concurred  in        -         .         . 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Daggett  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  a  char- 
ter, referred  -  -         .  .  . 
Patterson,  Daniel  T.     (See  Jiots,  (Jeorge  T.)  ' 
Patterson,  Alexander,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred          -         .         .         . 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in    - 
Patterson,  William,  and   others,    Mr.   Goldsbo- 
rough  presented  Uie  petition  of,  referred 
committee  discharged         .... 
Pay  and  Emolumenla  of  certain  officer*  of  the 
Army,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives respecting  the,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
indefinitely  postponed          .... 
Pay  of  Officers,  Ac,  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  to  repeal' 
the  second  section  of  act  concerning,  read 
read  a  second  time     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a  resolu 
tion  to  divide  the  Sute  of,  into  two  judi 

cial  diatricU 

agreed  to,  and  resolution  referred 

a  bill  to   divide  the  Stale  of,   accordingly 

read 

read  a  second  time     -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Persons  escaping  from  service  of  masters,  a  bUl 
respecting,  read      -         -         .         . 
read  a  second  time    -         -         .         . 
indefinitely  postponed 
Persons  imprisoned,    a  bill   from   the  House  of 
Representatives  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  relief  of,   for  debU  due    the    Lnitcd 
States,  read    --.... 
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Persons  imprisoned — continued.  Page. 
read  a  second  lime,   referred,  and  reported 
without  amendment       .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    ..... 
Philadelphia,   Chamber  of  Commerce,  Mr.   Ro- 
berts  presented   the  petition  of  the,  re- 
ferred      

Piqua,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices,  Ac,  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a  post  road  from,  to  Fori  Wayne 

Plaster  of  Pans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  regulate  the  trade  in,  read 
three  times,  and  passed  with  an  amend- 
ment     --..... 

Porter,  A masa,  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       ... 

committee  discharged  .... 
Postmaster  at  Newark,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices,  Ac.,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  compensation 
of  the    --..... 

agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly     - 

report  of  said  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient      

considered  and  concurred  in  -  •  - 
Pott  Roads,  a  bill  to  establish,  read  -         .         . 

read  a  second  lime     ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  and  establish  certain,  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments     

Pott  Routes,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey  for 
the  establishment  of  certain,  referred 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  resolution  of  similar 
purport  ...... 

agreed  to,  and  referred        .... 

Pre-emption  Righu,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  in- 

struclions  from   the  Legislature  of  Ohio 

relating  to,  in   the   reservations  at  Lower 

Sandusky       

Mr.  R.  also  submitted  a  resolution  m  ac- 
cordance with  his  instructions 

the  resolution  was   agreed  to,  and  referred 

a  bill  giving,  in  the  case  mentioned,  read 
twice     ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

President's  House,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 

resentatives  to  provide  for  furnishing  the, 

read       ....... 

read  a  second   time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Printing  for  Congress,  .Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a 

joint  resolution  on  the  subject  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 
read  n  third  time,  and  passed 
Prisoners  of  War,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 

resentatives  to  repeal. the  act  for  the  safe. 

keeping  of,  read      .         -         »         .         -      140 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •         •     140 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  142 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  192 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     205 
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Property  lost,  Ac,  a  Message  from  the  President, 
recommending  a  re»tiion  of  the  act  to  au- 
thorize payments  for,  Ac        -         -         -       20 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  aforesaid  act,  read  -         -        65 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .         .       67 

reported  with  amendmenU  ...       78 

recommitted       ......       gg 

reported  with  further  amendments  -  -  96 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended  -  106 
a  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  reconsider  the 

order  to  a  third  reading,  prevailed    -  -     112 

Mr.  Lacock  then  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 

section  of  the  bill 113 

which  motion  also  prevailed,  and,  the  firat 
section  being  struck  out,  the  bill  was  re- ' 
ferred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions       120 

reported  with  amendments,  as  instructed  -  122 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  147 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  150 
the  House  of  Representatives  concurred  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to  .  196 
Public  Accounts,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  prompt 

settlement  of,  read  -         -         -         -       48 

read  a  second  time     .....       52 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....       87 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •         •         •       90 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to, 
with  an  amendment        ....     193 
Public  Buildings,  report  of  the  Surveyor  of  the    -      118 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

repairing,  Ac,  read  twice,  and  referred   -      193 
reported   with    an   amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  so  passed  -  .  .         .     202 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to 
the  amendment,  and  the  Senate  receded     214 
Public  Debt,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  provide  for  the  redemption  of 

the,  read 182 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     189 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 197 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -     205 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  the  Senate  receded     209 
PubUc  Documents,  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  printing  the  tenth  volume  of,  read     146 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         -     151 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         -     182 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     183 

Q. 

Quarter-sections  of  Land,  Mr.  Noble  submitted 

a  resolution  re8[>ecting  a  subdivision  of  a 

certain  portion  of  the       ....  43 

agreed  to,  and  referred        ....  44 

a  bill  for  the  division  of  certain,  read  -         -  82 

read  a  second  time      -         ....  85 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         ...  92 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...  97 

Quorum,  usual  proceedings  in  relation  to  a        -  10 

R. 

Ransom  of  American  captives,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  relative  to  the, 
read 123 
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*\iuisom  of  Cjsptives — continued. 

I         read  a  8<l:ond  time,  and  referred 

1         reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 

^         ordered  ^o  a  third  reading  -         -         -         . 

4         read  a  tihrd  time,  and  passed      .         .  . 

tuitions,  Mr.  |^>acock  submitted  a  resolution,  aak- 

1  ii;         ing  ofjthe  President  certain  information 

/  concerning     ---... 

i  agreed  t<>,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  oji  the  President  -  -  .  . 
tTeciprocity  of  Duties  with  Great  Britain,  a  Me»- 
I  sage  fil)p)  the  President  on  the  subject  of 

Keed,  Jame8,-4l»d  others,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented 

,j  the  petition  of,  referred 
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134 
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145 
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a  bill  graining  the  right  of  pre-emption  to, 
-  read     ]  

*^gimental  &;-od  Battalion  Paymasters,  Mr.  La- 

f  cock  hjubmittcd  a  resolution  to  increase 

/  the  pav  of,  Ac.       •  -         -         .         . 

I        agreed  tu,  and  referred        -  - 

adverse  report  thereon         -       ■*- 
considered,  and  concurred  in    '  - 

*?egi8ter  and  Receiver,  at  Marietta,  Mr.  Ruggles 
submitjted  a  resolution  to  increase  the  sal- 
aries of  the  -  -  .  - 
agreed  tc,  and  referred 
a  bill  in  conformity  thereto,  read 
read  a  serond  time  -  -  . 
ordered  tw  a  third  reading  - 

^       read  a  thjrd  time,  and  passed      ... 

firgister  of  N.^Ty  Officers,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary i»f  the  IS'avy,  accompanied  with  fifty 

>,    '.       copies  ^f  the  -.-... 

[{emission  of  f Duties,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
^  Represj^ntatives    authorizing,   as    therein 

S    j       mentiojied,  twice  read,   referred,  and  re- 
}  ported  itvithout  amendment     -         .         - 

i        read  a  th^d  time,  and  passed 

tf  ports  of  Def'isions  of  Supreme  Court,  a  bill  to 
provide  for,  read 

f       read  a  se'^ond  time,  and  referred 
^       reported  without  amendment 
t       ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
I      read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
^      returned  (Vom  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  aiAcndments,  and  agreed  to     - 
eatitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  a  res- 
olution j  requesting  of  the  President  such 
informaiiun  as  he  may  possess  touching 
the  exejnition  of  so  much  of  the  Treaty 
with  Grteat  Britain  as  relates  to 
S{     agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed,  dec. 
H   .  m  Measagf!,  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  reply 
caud,  John,  |i  bUl  from   the   House  of  Repre- 
uentatives  for  dL8charge^)f,  from  imprison- 
ment, r^ad 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  v»4Uh  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  thiril  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

IJiddle,  Thomas,  .Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe 

j*  tition  of,  referred    ..... 

J      adverse  reiwrt  thereon 

%      considerecl,  and  concurred  in 

Vidgely,  Will«m,  .Mr.  Goldsborough  pre*ent«d 

<  the  petition  of.  referred  .... 

>      adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in    - 
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Roads  and  Canals,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbouf  a 
committee,  <Scc.,  was  added  to  the  stand- 
ing committees       -         -         ■         .         . 
so  much  of  the  annual  Message  as  relates 

to,  referred  to  said  committee 
report  of  the  same      .         -         .         .         . 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Lacock,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  prepare  and 
report  at  next  session  a  plan  of        .         . 
Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  his  seat 
Rondi,   Denis  de  la,   Mr.  Brown   presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
adverse  report  thereon  .... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      .         .         . 
Rooms  for  Committees,,  a  resolution    from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  appointing 
a  joint    committee    to    allot,   read   three 
times,  and  concurred  in  -         -         . 

Ross,  George  T.,  and  Daniel  L.  Patterson,  a  bill 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     •         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Rowles,  George,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  pet 
tion  of,  referred       .... 
adverse  report  concurred  in         -         - 

S. 
Sabin,  Flavel,  deceased,  a  bill,  authorizing  a  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Sanford,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  con- 
cerning damages  and  interest 
on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Home  Department 
Sarazin,  Simon,   and  J.  B.  Aubcrt,  Mr.  Brown 
presenteA/lhc  petition  of,  referred    - 
adverse  report  thereon         -         -         . 
read,  and  concurred  in        ...         . 
Savage,  Teakle,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authorizing  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  to,  twice  read  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 
Seavy,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  to,  twice  read  ... 

read  a  third  time  and  passed       ... 
Semple,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lacock  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -      .  • 

Senate,  a  list  of  members  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  of  the  ..... 

adjournment  and  special  session  of  the 
entrance  of  the  President  and  ex-President 
of  the  United   States   and  Judges  of  the 
Supreme   Court  into   the  chamber  of  the 
Sergeant-at-.\rm8  of  the   Senate   and  House  of 
Representatives,    Doorkeeper,    4tc,    Mr. 
Varnum  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the   Finance   Committee   to   inquire 
into   the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act 
increasing  the  compensation  of  the 
agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly    - 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient         ... 
read  and  concurred  in         ...         . 
Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate, 
a  resolution  to  authorize  payment  to  the 
assistanU  of  the,  read  twice     .         .         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  • 
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Page. 
Senices  of  Militia,  Mr.  GoldsboroQgh  submitted 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
cause   to   be   laid  before  the  Senate   the 
amount  of  money    paid   for,   during   the 
late  war,  dec.  .....       5i 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed,  dec.       54 
a  Message  transmitting  a  reply  to  the  reso- 
lution   --.-...       31 
Settlers    on   Public    Lands  in    Mississippi,    Mr. 
Morrow  presented   the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  said  Temtory,  concerning, 
referred  ......       54 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

continue  in  force  the  act  relating  to,  read     192 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -      194 

reported  without  amendment     ...      199 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -211 

Ship  owners  and  others,  Mr.  King  presented  the 

memorial  of  sundry,  referred  -         -  -       78 

the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed      -  -       81 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 

a  similar  memorial  ....      i05 

Short,  Peyton,  a  bill    from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        .         -        ,«^vi^3 

read J-     188 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  <i^-     189 

reported  without  amendment      ...     200 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     2I6 
Shubrick,  Edward,  and   others,  Mr.  Fromentin 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    .         -     107 
an  adverse  report  thereon            -          .          -      135 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         -     139 
Sick  and  disabled  Seamen,  Mr.  Banford  submit- 
ted a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  an  account  of  moneys 
collected  for  the  relief  of          -         -         -       36 
considered  and  agreed  to    •         *         *         -       37 
a  report  from  that  oflicer  in  reply        -         .       57 
Simonds,  Daniel,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 184 

Simpson,  Tobias.     (See  Tweedy,  Robert.) 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  -     104 
Sixth  Circuit   Court,  Mr.    Fromentin  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting   an    allowance  to 
the  judge  of  the,  for  extra  duties      .         -     133 
agreed  to,  and  referred        .         -  -         -      136 

a  bill  to  allow    additional   compensation   to 
the  judge  of  the,  read     .... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to    a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Slave  Trade,  so  much  of  the  annual  Message  as 
relates  to,  referred  to  a  select  committee 
Mr.  Goldsborough   presented  the  petition  of 
the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends  in  Balti- 
more, on  the  subject  of  the,  referred  to 
said  committee        ..... 

Mr.    Roberts    presented    a  similar    petition 
from  several  States  .... 

Mr.  Horsey,  the  same         .... 

Smith,  William,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le. 
gislature  of  South  CaroUna,  in   place  of 
John  Taylor,  resigned,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, dtc.  ..... 

Smith,  Jedediah,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       ..... 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in    - 
Smith,  William,  senior,  .Mr.  Smith  presented  the 
petition  oif  referred        .... 
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Smith,  VVilliam — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  directing   the   discharge   of,  from  im- 
pribonment,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third   reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Smyth,  Alexander,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour, 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers    . 
Spain,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning our  relations  with 

agreed  to,   and    a  committee  appointed   to 
wait  on  the  President     .... 

a  Message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  State,  in  reply 

Spellman,  Oliver,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives  directing  the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Sprigg,  Samuel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  ..... 
Standing  Committees,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted 
an  additional  rule  requiring  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain,  at  each  session,  twice 
read       -         

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

appointment  of  the  standing  committee  in 
pursuance  thereof  .... 

Stewart,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  amend  the 
act  authorizing  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to,  read       ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Stew  art,  J.  B.,  .VIr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred      ...... 

Stokes,  Mountford,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carohna  in  place  of 
James  Turner,  resigned,  produced  his  ere 
dcntials,  dec.  .... 

Stokes,  Wm.  B.,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  ... 

adverse  report  concurred  in  -  - 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  a  bill  from  ihe  House 
of  Representatives  making  a  partial  ap 
propriation  for  the,  for  1817,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Summers,  Joseph,   and  John  Allen,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 
read       ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         -         - 
Surveyor  of  the  Lands  in  the  northern  part  of 
.Mississippi,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  a,  read        ..... 

read  a  second  time     .         -         -         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .         .         .         .         - 

amendments  read,  and  referred 
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Senate  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


i 


Surveyor  of  th*<LanJs,  Ac. — continued.  Page. 

!      a  report  agreeing  to  some  and  disagreeiijg 
j  to  otherty  concurred  in    -         -         -         -     195 

fe^gpenaion  of  a.  Rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harden, 
t  it  was  afireed  to  susp-cnd  the  1 1th  rule  for 
;         conductipg  business  in  the  Senate  -     146 

•    ;      •'• 

^rt,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative directing  the  discharge  of,  from 
^         unprisonVnent,  read  .... 

•     read  a  secund  time,  and  referred 
r    reported  wjthout  amendment      ... 

»      read  a  thiril  time,  and  passed       -  .  - 

T"^lbot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  took  his  seat 
Taylor,  Waller,  the  President  communicated  the 
^         credentuls  of,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
r*  J        Indiana,  which  were  read,  <kc. 

f    appeared,  and  was  qualified        •         •         • 
^    drew  the  Ifjt  to  serve  till  March,  1819, 
Taylor,  Richard,  senr.,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the 


I 


il 


y        petition  tU  referred 
i     committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred 
t         to  a  selcyt  committee       -  -         .  . 

»i     a  bUl  grantjng  a  pension  to,  read 

read  a  seccind  time     ..... 
ordered  to  |i  third  reading  ... 

read  a  thir^  time,  and  passed       ... 
Teturned  tipm  the  House  of  Representatives 
■    r  ♦■    with  an  jimendment,  and  concurred  in     - 
TfUjJrB   of  Eletttoral  Votes,  appointment  of,  on 
i  the  pan  bf  the  Senate     -  .         .  . 

Ttj«iiegsee,  Mr.^Campbell  submitted  a  resolution 
?  relating  \o  titles  to  lands  in,  derived  from 
J         the  Sut<^  of  North  Carolina    -  .         . 

amended,  a^d  agreed  to      • 
a  bill  to   authorize  the  State  of,    to   issue 
grants  a^d  perfect  titles  in  certain  cases 
of  entrie.^  and  locations,  read 
read  a  secofid  time,  and  referred 
reported  wjth  amendments  ... 

referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
reported  with  further  amendments 
ordered  to  \  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.   Camptell    submitted   a   resolution    in- 
structing the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
f        to  inquuf  into  the  expediency  of  estabhsh- 

4  ing  0  new,'  district  for  survey  of  pubhc  lands 
south  of  ---.-. 

agreed  to,  foid  referred  accordingly      - 
(Tl-rritorics  of  t^e  United  States,  a  bill  from  the 

^        House  o^'  Representatives,  further  to  regu- 

i         late  the,  read 

^  read  a  thir.'  time,  and  passed  ... 
Tyxas,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 

^  dry  inhalitants  of  the  province  of,  praying 
)  ^         a  grant  if  land  in  Louisiana,  referred 

*  committee  .discharged  .... 
Tj^acker,  Reubi^n,  and  Wyatt  Lanthrop,  on  mo- 
.  \  tion  of  Jrlr.  Barbour,  the  Committee  on 
''  C         Pensionj,  <Scc.,  were  instructed  to  inquire 

I         into  the  expediency  of  placing  the  names 

5  of,  on  ll;e  hst  of  pensioners  ... 
Iljomas,   Geor>,e,  and   others,   -Mr.  Lacock   pre- 

9^        sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
T|mber  for  Naval  purposes.     (See  Live  Oak.) 

'Wbmpkina,  DanieJ  I).,  declared  Vxce  Preaident 
r  elect        ....... 

i  ? 
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Tompkins,  Daniel  D. — continued.  Page. 

on   motion  of  %[t.  Macon,  the   President  of 
the  United  States  was  requested  to  cause 
notice  to  be  given  to,  of  his  election         -      117 
appeared  at  the  special  session,  and  took  the 

Chair 218 

Toulmin,  Harry,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred 86 

Tracey,  Elisha,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,j-eferred 56 

committee  discharged,  and  leave  granted  to 

withdraw  his  pa[>ers        ....        75 
Trading-Houses  with  Indian  Tribes,  on  motion 

of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on  Pablic 

Lands  were    instructed    to  report  »   bill 

concerning 196 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  establish- 
ing, twice  read       -         -,        -         -         -196 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •         -         -     204 
Transportation  of  Persons  of  Color,  a  bill  repect- 

ing  the,  read  --....       87 
read  a  second  time     .....       90 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....      123 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned      •         .         .132 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  general  ac- 
count of  the,  communicated    -         -         .     149 
Treasury,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  obe- 
dience to  law  -         .         .         .         38,  83 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  House  o(^cpres«n- 
tatives,  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  Yets  now 
in  force  as  authorizes  a  loan  of  money  or 
the  issue  of,  read    -         •         .         .         -      182 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         •      193 
./eported  without  amendment      ...     197 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         •         -     211 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  further  to  amend 
the  several  acta  establishing,  Ac,  read    -     140 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -         -     141 
reported  without  amendment      ...     18I 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         .     206 
Troup,  George  M.,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Georgia,  in  place  of  W.  W. 
Bibb,  produced  his  credentials,  Ac.  -        31 
Turner,  Thomas,  a  bill  concerning  the  heirs  and 

legatees  of,  read     -----        52 
read  a  second  time,  and  a  third  reading  neg- 
atived     80 

Tweedy,    Robert,   and    others,   a    resolution    to 

grant  extra  allowance  to,  twice  read        -      190 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -      194 
Tyler,  John,  and  Trueman,  executors  of  Tbos. 
Turner,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         -         -         -         •       38 
(See,  above,  Turner,  Thomas.) 

!u. 

Unclaimed  Peoi^ions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  directing  the  transfer  of, 
&c.,  read        ......     i48 

read  a  second  time 151 

indefinitely  postponed         ....     206 
Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Vir- 
ginia, presented  the  petition  of        -         -      135 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  report  from  the  Post- 
master General  of 135 

Upton,  Samuel,  and  Thomas  Adams,  Mr.  Aah- 

mun  presented  the  petition  ol\  referred     -      107 
committee  discharged         .         .         •         •     304 
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Seriate  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


V  T» 

Vandyke,  Nicholas,   the   credentials  of,  as  ap-    *^* 
Vpointed    Senator    by    the    Legislature   of 
Delaware,  were  read,  and  filed 
Van  Horn.  Edward,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  .... 

committee  discharged  -         .  .  . 

j\J«to,  the  President's,  on  the  bill  concerning  in- 
ternal improvements        .... 
VUlard,  .Andrew  J.,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  pre- 
sented the  petition  oi;  referred 
adverse  report  ihercon        -        -        .        . 

considered,  and  concurred  in        -  -  . 

Villere,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
senutives  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and    referred 
reported  without  amendment      . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Villiers.  JumonviHe  de,  a  bUI  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of    . 
read,  passed  to  a  second  reading ;  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Vincennes,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Taylor,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  post  route  from, 

to  Fort  Harrison 

Vines,  a  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  cerUin 
public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
cultivation  of,  read  .... 

read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 
Virginia   Military   Land  Warrants,  a   bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  extending 
the  time  for  locating,  ic.,  twice  read,  and 
indefinitely  postponed     .... 
Votes  for  Presidtnt  and  Vice   President,  on  mo- 
tion of  .Mr.  Macon,  a  committee  wan  ap. 
pointed  to  join  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  the         ... 
report  of  said  committee     .... 
message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

that  they  had  appointed  a  committee 
ceremony  of  counting  the  - 

W. 

War  DeparThient,  report  of  expenditures  and  ap- 
plication of  moneys  from  the 
Washington,   the   City  of,  a   hill  directing  the 
sale  of  certain  public  grounds  in,  read     - 
read  agecond  time     -         -         -         .         . 
ord^ml  to  a  third  reading  ... 

re«(d  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Washington     Canal    Company,    report    of    the 

ll'resident  and  Directors  of  the,  read 
Weights   and    Measures,  Mr.    Dana   reported    a 
resolution  on  the  subject  of     - 
considered  and  agreed  to  - 
Wells,  William  H.,  of  Delaware,  took  his  scat  - 
Wells,   Mary,  a   bill  from    the    House  o{  Repre- 
sentatives for  tbe  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment       ... 
amended,  and  ordered   to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed    •        .        . 
I4lh  ('.ON.  2d  ^Es«i.— 44 
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V\  ells,  Asa,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 

otives  for  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .  . 

reported  wilhout  amendment     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Western  Turnpike,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe. 
tition  of  the  inhabiianu  of  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  respecting  a  chanec 

in  the 

considered  and  concurred  in       •        .         . 
Widows,  «Stc.,  of  Soldiers,  Mr.    Wilson    submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  Military 
Committee   to  inquire  what  further  pro- 
visions   are    necessary    for    securing   the 
bounty  lands  to  the    "     .    ,    . 
considered  and  agreed  to    . 
Williams,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Wilhams.  John,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex. 
ecutivc  of  Tennessee,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, Ac.  ---.-. 
Williams,    Charles,    a   bill  from   the    House    of 
Representatives  for  relief  of    - 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Winchell,  Peter,  Thomas    Bell,  and  John  Har- 
man,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  to 
inquire    into    the    propriety    of  granting 
compeiisntion  to     - 
agreed  to,  and  referred        -         .         - 

Y. 
Yarnal,  Amos.     (See  Bolton,  Aquilla.) 
Yarnall,  Jolin   J.,    a    bill    for  relief  of  the   legal 

representatives  of,  read  ....     135 
read  a  st'cond  time    -         .         -         -         .      J3g 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -     .     -         .     145 

read  a  third  time,  aud  passed      -  •  .     147 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  amending  the  motion  for  re- 
peal of  the  Compensation  act  -         -       22 

on  concurrinR  in  the  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  James  Humes        -         -         -       72 

on  concurring  with  the  committee  in  their 

report  on  the  exchange  of  territories       -       78 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  to 
employ  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and 
execute  certain  paintings        -         -         -       79 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  admit  the 
Western  part  of  .Mississippi  into  the 
Union  ----.-.gg 

on  amending  tbe  bill  to  repeal  the  Com- 
pensation act  -         -         -         -         .       90 

on  postponing  the  same  indefinitely  •         -       92 

on  final  pa.ssage  of  said  bill        -         -         -       92 

on  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations to  fiiabie  the  President  to  hold 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes  -         -       97 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  property 
lost,  &c.         -         -         .^-^^^,-'-;^       .     106 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  passiAf^i^  same 

to  a  third  reading   -  -  -  .  -       112 

on    agreeing    lo    a    motion    of  Mr.  Barbour 

relative  to  the  journal  of  proceedings      .     117 
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eaa  and  \ay»— ^continued.  Page- 

on    agreeing  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 

propertj  bill ll'J 

on  8triliin|;  out  the  first  section  of  said  bill  120 
on  indefii)ite  postponement  of  the  fugitive 

slave  bijl 123 

on  amendini^  the  same  ....  124 
on   the  fir^al  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 

reports  of  decisions,  «Stc.  ...      132 

on  postponing  for  a  week  the   bill  relating 

to  persons  escaping,  <kc.         -  -  -      134 

on  the  thrrd  reading  of  the  bill  to  encour- 
age the  cultivation  of  the  vine  -  -  137 
on  agreeing  to  an  alteration  of  the  Journal  138 
on  the  fiital  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 

certain : cringes,  <Scc.  ....  147 
on    indefinite    postponement  of  the  motion 

to  redufe  the  Military  Establishment       •      164 


Yeas  and  Nays — c*iitinued.  Page. 

on  indefinite   postponement  of  the  internal 

improvement  bill    -         -         -         .  .      iqq 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  author- 

ize  Tennessee  to  issue  granti,  &c.  4 
on  amending  the  internal  improvement  bill 


181 
186. 


187 

on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading       -  188 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  same      -         -  191 

on  the  final  panage  of  said  bill  ...  iQi 

I  on    indefinite    postponement   of  the  bill  to 

incorporate  certain  District  banks    •          •  191 

OD  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning neutral  relations         ...  I9g 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -         .  205 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  trade  in  plaater  of  Paris    -         .         .  209 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  AND  APPENDIX. 


^  A. 

^blK)tt,  Edwi^rd  and  John,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
"f.  Johnsoi),    the  Committee    on     Pensions, 

J  Ac,  wj-re   instructed   to  inquire    into  the 

Jl  expediency  of  allowing   the  pay  due  to, 

^  for  Revolutionary  services       -         .         . 

«bo!ition  Soctety,  of  Kentucky,  a  report  on  the 

i  petitioij  of  the 

«        Mr.  Hopiinsi'Hupresented  the  petition  of  the 
'  Pennsylvania  ..... 

Accountability  of  Public  Officers,  Mr.  Lowndes 
laid  b«/ore  the  House  letters  from  the 
Treasujry,  War,  and  Navy  Departments, 

respecting  the 

ccounU,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 

11^  Ice  ofi- 

ndams.  Benjcmin.of  Massachusetts,  a  new  mem- 
ber. Was  qualified,  «5cc    .... 
addition  to  the  Standing   Rules,  Mr.  Atherton 
8ubmi|ted  an         •         •         .         .         . 
amended;  and  agreed  to     - 
dditional  Judicial   District,  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Thomis,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  an,  in  the  eastern  part 
Z  of    Mississippi    Territory 

•Additional  Land  Otficea,  a  bill  for  the  establish- 
^  ment  of,  read  twice         .         .         .         . 

«         ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         ... 
Affidavits,  Bdil,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 

•  cerning  ...... 

*  read  twice  ...... 

I •       ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

•f  read  a  tbyrd  time,  and  passed  .  .  . 
;<African  8ia%e  Trade,  appointment  of  a  select 
•^  committee  on  the 

t         report  ofsaid  committee     .... 
^lien  Duties,  ja  bill  authorizing  repayment  of  cer- 

T  tam,  r»ad  twice       .  .  .         .  . 

y        read  a  tbrd  time,  and  passed     ... 
Allen,  Thorny  J.,  report  on  the  petition  of 

WUen  John.   (See  Summers,  Joseph.) 

:Adlison,  Rev. .Burgess,  election  of  as  Chaplain  - 
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American  Bible  Society,  report  on  the  petition 
of  the,  wad    -     * 

American    Manufactures,   Mr.   Hopkinson    pre- 
sented a  pi-tition  of  the  Philadelphia  Soci- 
ety for  promoting,  referred       .  .  . 
Mr.  Cady  presented  a  similar  petition  from 

New  York 

Mr.  Hulbert  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
Massachusetts         .... 

Amotiophic  Society,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
petition  of  certain  cadets  of  West  Point, 
praying  an  act  of  incor]K)ration 

Annuities  to  the  widow  and  children  of  A.  H. 
Dohrman,  papers  communicated  in  re- 
lation to  the  ...... 

Archer,  Stephenson,  of  Maryland,  took  his  seat 

Arinon,  Nancy.  (See  Black,  Samuel,  and  others.) 

.\rms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next 
session,  the  number  and  condition  of  the 
contracts  made  for  the  supply  of,  &.c 

Armstrong,  J.    (See  Black,  Samuel,  and  other*.) 

Army,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Peter,  the  .Military 
Committee  were  instructtid  to  inquire 
whether  any  alteration  is  necessary  in 
the  present  system  of  supplying  provisions 

for  the 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  resolution  that  it 

is  inexpedient  to  reduce  the,  read  twice 

ordereil  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  . 

Army  and  Militia,  a  bill   making  additional  ap- 
propriations   to   defray   the    expenses  of 
the,  during  the  late  war,  read  twice 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         -  . 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
considered,  and  concurred  in       -  - 

Artillery,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forney,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  \making  such  altera- 
tions in  the  urgani^tiun  of  the  corps  as 
will  place  it  on  an  equal  footing,  as  to  pro- 
motion, with  other  corps  of  the  Army     - 
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Artillery — continued.  Page 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Hammond,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  report  a  sUtement 
of  number  of  officers,  dtc,  in  the  corps  of - 

Atherton,    Mr.,    remarks  of,  on    his    motion   to 
amend  the  bill  concerning  property  lost, 

dtc 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  vaccina- 
tion       ----... 

Attorney  General,  a   bill  from   the  Senate  con- 
cerning the,  twice  read,  Ac.    - 
reported  with  amendmenU,  and  committed 
to  the  (.'ommittee  of  the  Whole 

Avery,    Daniel,  of  New   York,  a   new  member, 
was  qualified,  Ac.  -         .         .         . 
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Babbitt.  James,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of- 
Baer,  Ceorge,  of  Maryland,  took  his  seat  - 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the. 
twice  read,  Ac.       -          .         .          .         . 
*           (See  District  of  Columbia.) 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Forsyth  submit- 
ted a  resolution    respecting    specie    pay- 
ments by  the           -         -         .         .         . 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
a  report  thereon  read           -          .          .         . 
ordered  to  be  printed           .... 
indefinitely  {>ostponed         -         -         .         . 
.Mr.  F.  also  submitted  resolutions  concerning 
the  illegal  assumption  of  powers  by  the  - 
read  twice,  and  referred      -          -          -          . 
Bankruptcy,  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of,  twice  read           ..... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Banks  in^he  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  charters  of  certain,  read  twice    - 
indefinitely  postponed          -         .          .         . 
Bar  of  cerUin  Claims,  on   motion  of  .Mr.  Chap- 
pell,    the    Committee    on    Pensions    and 
Revolutionary  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  several  laws  touching  the 
Barbour,  P.  P.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  Mr. 
Forsyth's  motion  respecting  the  decisions 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Claims        .      249 
remarks  of^  on  his  resolution  concerning  mil- 
itary bounty  lands            .... 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  concerning  pro- 
perty lost,  Ac. 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay 

on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 

Bounty  Lands 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  rei)eal  the  Compen- 
sation act 

in  reply  to  .Mr.  Randolph  -         -         .         . 
on  the  bill  relating  to  internal  improvements 
Bassett,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  counting  the  Elec- 
toral vote  of  Indiana       -  .  .  . 
Bate,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice     - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table     - 
Baternan,  .Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  speech  of,  on  the 
repeal  of  internal  duties           ... 
Bayou  St.  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorii- 
ing  vessels  departing  from  the  town  of,  for 
foreign  porU,to  clear  out  at  New  Orleans   1025 

read  twice i026 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1037 
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(See  Inter- 


Beaumarchais,  a  Message  from  the  President  in 

relation  to  the  claim  of  - 
Berkshire  Agricultural  Association,  .Mr.  Hulbert 
presented  the  petition  of  the,  referred  to 
select  committee     -  -       ^-         .         . 

Belts,  Samuel  R.,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat    - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  con- 
cerning propt^rty  lost,  Ac.       -         -     ^    . 
Bienvenue,  Antoine,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice      -  .  .  .  .  ._ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      . 
Bingham,  Luther,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      . 
Birdaall,  James   oi  New  York,  took  his  seat       . 
Birdseye,  Victory,  of  New  i'ork,  took  his  seat  - 
Black,  Samuel,  and   others,  a    bill   aulhoriiing 
payment  on  certain  loan  office  certificates 
therein  mentioned,  read  twice,  and  referred 
Board  oi  Agriculture,  a  bill  to  establish  a  Na- 
tional, read  twice   -         -         .         .         . 
Boisgervais,  James  H.,a  bill  (jj^he  relief  of,  read 
twice     -         .         .-"^ .         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Bonus  of  the  United  Stales  Bank 

nal  Improrenfent.) 
Boss,  John  S.,  of  Rhode  Island,  look  his  seat     - 
Bounty  to  soldiers  enlisted   prior  to  the  war,  an 
adverse  report  on  the  proposition  to  grant, 

concurred  in 

Bradbury,   Mr.,  of  "Massachusetts,  speech  of,  on 

the  Commercinl  Intercourse  bill       -         -     ^rw 

Bradley,  Henry,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1018 

BreadstuflTs.  Ac,  Mr.  Brown  presented  a  petition 

from  Maine,  praying  an  act  to  prohibit  the 

exportation  of,  referred  .... 

Brevet  Officers.     (See  Pat/  and  Emoluments  of 

certain  Oncers.) 
Briggs,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 
of,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

Brothers,   Henry,    Mr.   Fletcher,  of  Kentucky, 
moved  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  remuner- 
ating, for  losses,  Ac.        .... 
agreed  to,  and  committee  instructed   - 
Brown,  Benjamin,  of  .Massachusetts,  took  fiis  seat 
Buck,  Anthony,  report  on  the  petition  of, reversed, 
and  a  committee  ordered  to  report  a  bill 

for  his  relief 

a  bill  in    pursuance   of  instructions,    read 

twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Buckmaster,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Burnside,  Robert,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  tw 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

C. 
Cady,  Mr.,  of  New    York,   remarks  of,   on  the 

Vaccination  bill 364 

on  the  contested  election  of  Missouri  Dele- 
gates      414,415 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compensation  act  -     705 
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( i»dy,  Mr. — continued. 

on  the  Commercial  Intcrcour«e  bill     - 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Taylor's  objection  to  count- 
ing the  vote  of  Indiana  -         .         .         . 
« -alhoun,  John  C,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  execution  of  the  act  authori- 
zing payment  for  property  lost,  <kc. 
on  his  motion  to  set  apart  the  bonus  for  in- 
ternal improvement         -         •         .         . 
on  Mr.  Pickens's  motion  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution          

J     speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  con- 
A         cerning  properly  lost,  &,c. 
I     in  reply  to  .Mr.  Clay  on  that  subject  - 
>     remarks  of,  on   .Mr.  Forsyth's  motion   con- 
cerning the  Bank  of  Uie  United  States  - 
in  reply  to  Messrs.  Ross  and  Forsyth  on  the 
same  subject  -         -         .  .  . 

in  reply  to  .Messrs.  Robertson  and  Wilde  on 
the  same  subject     -  -  -  .  . 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act      ---... 
in  explanation  to  .Mr.  Conner     - 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  to 
enforce  neutrality  -  -         .  .         . 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Hopkinson 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  internal  improve- 
menta    ---.... 
remarks  of,  on  the  question  of  counting  the 

votes  of  Indiana 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Mihtary  EsUblwhment 
C  inadian  Refugees,  report    on    ihe  petition  of 

^^  certain,  read 

CT  rnadian  Volunteers,  on  niDtion  of  Mr.  Brooks, 

I      a    committee    was  appointed    to    inquire' 

I      whether  any  aniendmonts  are  necessary 

'      in  the  act  granting  bounties  in  land  and 

extra  pay   to  certain       .... 

a  bill  to  amend  the  said  act,  &c.,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 

^^    read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         »         . 

Cjnal  Companies,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secre. 

f        tary  of  the  Trta^ury  to  subscribe  for  stock 

?        in  certain,  read  twice.  «Scc. 

C,  Irr,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  a  new  member, 

was  qualified 

C;  ptives  by  Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Comstock 
the   .Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  remune. 
,  I       rating  those  who  had  redeemed  by  pur. 
chase  the        --.... 
Ct   riages,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Root,  of  New  York, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  werJ 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  the  act  laying  duties  on 
f  committee  reported  inexpediency 
Cc   ter,  Landon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
of  the  heirs  of,  twice  read  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 
the  table  -..-.. 

Ci    er,  Wra.  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
of  the  heirs  of        ....         . 
»  twice  read,  ijnd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  . 
Cif.ard,  Peter.  4  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice     - 
I  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
I  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
C»|.anado,  John  de,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
-  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read^a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
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Caze,  James,  and  John  Ricliaud,  a  bill  for  relief 
of,  twice  read  -         .         .         .         ^ 

ordered  to   a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paued     - 
Cazeau,  Francis,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of 
twic»  read,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment  .. 

ordered  to  a   third  reading  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     . 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the.  twice  read,  and 
referred  .         .         .         .         _ 

Certain  Officers,  a  bill  for  the  rehef  of.  read  three 

times,   and  passed  .... 

Champlin.  Stephen,  adverse  report  on  the  peti. 

tion  of,  concurred  in       ...         . 

Chaplains,  a  message  from  the  Senate  in  relation 

to  the  appointment  of,  agreed  to      . 
Charitable  Institutions,  Ac,   Mr.  King,  of  .Maa- 
sachusetts.  submitted  a  rk»o!ution,  appro- 
priating two  millions  of  dollars  to  be  ap- 
portioned among  the  States,  «kc.,  for         - 
Chesapeake  Bay,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  request  that 
the  President  would   cause  to  be  reported 
at  next  session  what  steps  had  been  taken 
in  relation  to  the  defences  of  the     - 
Chesney,  Samuel,  the  committee  on  the  petition 

I  of,  discharged ,^35 

I  Chew  and  Bell.  (See  Marquis  de  MaLson  Rouge.) 
Chickasaw  Nation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  mark  and 
survey  a  road  through  the 
report  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  War  in 
reply 

a   bill    making  appropriations   for    opening 
and  rutting  a  road  through  the,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  pas!^ed 
Chism,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Church,  Thomas  R..  committee  on   the  petition 
of.  discharged  ..... 

Cilley,  Bradbury,  of  New  Hampshire,  took  his 
seat        ■•--... 
Circuit   Judge   of  the   Sixth   Circuit,  a  bill  pro- 
viding  additional    compensation    to    the, 
read  twice      -.«... 
(Sfo  Sixlh  Circuit.) 
Circuit  Judges,  a  bill  authorizing  the  appoint, 
ment  of,  twice  read,  and  committed 
committee  discharged,   and  bill  referred  to 

the  Judiciary  Committee 
another  bill  reported,  and  twice  read 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit. 

tee  ot     

Clarke,  Archil.ald.  of  New  Vork,  new  member^ 

was  qualified,  «Scc.  .... 

remarks  of.  on  the  bill  relating  to  propertT 

lost,  &ic '    .        \ 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sulVerers  during  the 
late  war 
Claxton,  Janus,  extra  compensation  granted  to, 
for  faithful  scrvictK  .... 
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Clay,  Henry,  Speaker,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to 
amend   the   act  authorizing  payment  for 
property  lost,  Ac.  ....      382,  426 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  subsistence  of  the 

•may 459 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen. 
sation  act       ......     495 

on  the  bill  concerning  neutral  relations  .  740 
on  the  commercial  intercourse  bill  -  .  788 
on  Mr.  Forsyth's  substitute  for  said  bill  -  816 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Hopkinson  •  -  -  827 
on  the  motion  to  strike  out -the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill 838 

on   the    bill    concerning   internal    improve. 

ments 866 

a  vote  of  thanks  to,  as  Speaker  ...   1057 
address  of,  on  adjourning  the  Houk  sine  die  1070 
Clayton,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  s|>ecch  of,  on  the  bill 

to  repeal  the  Com|>en8ation  act        .         •     646 
Clendennin,  Mr.,  d  motion  of,  for  leave  to  correct 

his  vote,  negatived  ....     442 

Clerks,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  a  committee 

was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi. 

cncy  of  amending  the  act  fixing  the  com. 

pensation  of  -         .         .         -         .         .     709 

Clerks  and  .Messengers,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix 

the  compensation  of,  read  twice,  6cc.        -     935 
Clerks  of  (/ommitlees,  Mr.  Jackson  submitted  a 

resolution  for  the  appointment  of  three    .     771 
considered,  and  rejected      •  -         .         -     801 

Clifford,   Thomas   and   John,   a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read       ......   1037 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    1044 
Coles,  Mary,  .Mr.  W  hitehead  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred     .....     244 

Collectors  of  Customs,  a  bill  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation  of  certain,  read  twice,  and  com- 

mitted 915 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    1054 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...   1U56 
Colonization   Society,   Mr.   Randolph  presented 

the  petition  of  the,  read  ...     481 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  African 

Slave  Trade 639 

Mr.  Yancey  presented  the  petition  of  Friends 

in  favor  of  the 508 

.Mr.  Pickering's  report  on  the  subject  of      .     939 
Columbia  Turnpike,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  ex. 

tension  of  the,  read  twice         ...   1003 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         •         .1019 
Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Forsyth  presented  the 

petition  of  the  .....     770 

Columbian  Insurance  Company,  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate the,  read  twice     ....     297 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on    .         .         *         •     232 
Commercial  Intercourse,  a  bill  concerning,  read 

twice,  and  coinmittrd      ....     695 
reported  with  amendments  ...     840 

Commissariat  of  the  Army,  a  letter  from  Gene. 

ral  Gaines  on  the  subject  of  a  •  .    1255 

Coramist^ioner  of  Claims,  Mr.  Forsyth  submitted 
sundry  resolutions  respecting  decisions  of 

the 246 

the  resolutions  agreed  to     .         .         .         .251 
on  explanation  by  .Mr.  F.,  the  vole  was  re. 
considered,  and  the  resolution  withdrawn     252 


Commissioner  of  Claims — continued.  Page. 

the  resolution  to  suspend  the  decisions  of  the, 

laid  on  the  table     .....     290 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  payment 
of  claims  for  properly  lost,  &c.         -         .     298 
(See  Property  logt,  4-c.) 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  the 
Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the,  transmitting  sOndry  reports      .         .     255 
Commissioner  of  Loans,  a  bill  to  abolish  the  office 

of,  &c.,  read  twice  ....     935 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...   1043 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...   1045 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments   1055 
considered,  and  concurred  in       .         .         .    1056 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  New  York,  submitted   a  resolution   to 
inquire  of  the,  what  has  retarded  the  re. 
pairs  of  the  South  wing,  dec  ...     640 
Committee  Rooms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  a 
joint  committee  appointed  to  assign  to  the 
committees  of  either  House  appropriate, 
«Scc.,  twice  read       .  -         .         .         .611 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     639 

Commutation  of  Bounty  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Nelson,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  aulhorixing  a  268 
a  bill  to  authorize  a,  read  twice,  &c.  -  -  462 
Compensation,  .Mr.  Hugh  Nelson  submitted  a 
resolution  to  instruct  the  Judiciary  Com. 
mittee  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act 
changing  the  mode  of,  which  the  House 
refused  to  consider  ....     232 

Mr.   Johnson    submitted   a   resolution  of   a 

similar  purport,  which  was  agreed  to        -     243 
a  bill  to  repeal  the   act   changing  the  mode 

of,  read  twice  .....     312 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     709 
read  a  third  time  .....     712 

finally  passed     -         .         .         .         -         .713 

Comstock,  Oliver  C,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat     231 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  con. 

cerning  property  lost,  <Scc.        .         •      424,440 
on  the  Compensation  bill    -         .         .         .     546 
introductory  of  a  resolution  concerning  In- 
dian captives 758 

Conner,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the 

Compensation  act  -^       •         •         •     537 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun     -         .         •         -     652 
on  the  repeal  of  internal  duties  •         .         .     986 
Constitution,  a  motion  of   Mr.  Wright   to   print 
the,  together  with  the  Rules  and  Orders 
of  the  House,  for  the  use  of  members,  neg. 

atived 231 

Mr.  Pickens  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the 267 

first  member  of  the   resolution  disagreed  to     329 
last  member  of  it  agreed  to  -         •         -     355 

Mr.  P.  also  laid   before  the   House   certain 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina         ......     694 

Mr.    Harrison    submitted    a    proposition  to 
amend  the      .         .         -         .         .         -1041 
Contested  Election,  report  in  the  case  of  the  Mis- 
souri Delegates       .....     452 

election  of  both  declared   illegal,  and  their 

seals  vacated  .....     473 

Contingent'Expenses,  the  President  traiumitted 

his  account  of        .         .         .  ,■    .         -     611 
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^  P«fe 

(^3ok,  Zadock,  of  Georgia,  took  his  ieat  as  a  new 

^         meral>€r,in  place  of  A.  Cuthbert.  resigned 
f  t>9per,  Thom^is,  of  Delaware,  took  hia  leat 
ttrn  Crop,  Mr.  Goldsborough.  of  Marvland,  nub- 

*;      mitted   u  resolution   touching   the  failure 

t        of  the     -         -         .         .       »'. 

C|urt.Hou«e,  Arc,  in  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  provide 
I        for  the  erection  of  a,  twice  read  and  com- 
V        mittf-d    ----... 
C|eek  Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndei,  the 
«        Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj  of 
making  appropriations  to  satisfy  the  claims 

of  the  friendly 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read  twice       - 

i    ordered  to  4.  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

•     read  a  thiri^  time,  and  pa.<wed      -         .         . 

returned  frfm  the  Senate,  with  amendments 

w    read,  and  cj)ncurred  in        -         -  .         . 

C|?ighton,  Mr..>of  Ohio,  took  his  seat 

lies  against  jhe  United  States,  a  bill  more  ef- 
fectually-to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
.      certain,  rv-ad  twice,  and  committed 
,    lyea  and  OlT^nces  committed   within  the  In» 
»        dian  boufidaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
provide  fi^r  the  punishment  of,  read  twice 
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>ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed     - 
C  uzat,  AnthoB(,  and  P.  Duvergea,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa>ised     - 
ipeper,  .Vtr.,  K^.eech  of,  on   the   bill    to  repeal 
the  Compensation  act     - 


iiel 


x/iAeasea  csoiuicrs,  a  b 
I*  cure  the  bounty 
I  read  twice  «jnd  rei 

Divisions  of  the.  Supr 
^      vide  for  tlje  pul 


D 


D. 

,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
and  committed       -         -         .         .         , 
len.  Georgi.s,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
Commitfce  of  Commerce  and   M'anufac- 
tures  were  instructed  (o  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of  en- 
try at     -         -         .         .         .         . 
nail,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  dec. 
indefinitely  (K)stponed        .... 
eased  Soldiers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  se* 
cure  the  bounty  in  land  to  the  heirs  of    - 
'  referred      -         -         .         . 
preme  Court,  a  bill   to  pro- 
publication  of  the,  and  to  pay 
^      a  salary  t.-  the  reporter  &c.,  read  twice  - 
third  reading  negatived      .... 
'  %  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  report:* 
;       of  the    -  •      .         -         .         .         _  *^ 

read  twice  :---... 
^-  ordered  to  aHhird  reading 
read  a  third  jtuiie.  and  passed 
ificld.  John.  4  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  - 
nd  Chesapeake  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
VVright  presented  the  memorial  o'f  the 
Director?,  4-c.,  of  the,  referred 
Mr.  Clavtoi:  also  presented  a  similar  me- 
morial -  .  . 
mo,  Ignace  Chalmet,  •  bill  from  the  Senate' 
^  for  relief  ojf  the  legal  representatives  of  . 
t  twice  read  and  referred  -  .  .  . 
J  reported  without  amendment  - 
^  ^Tdered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  thud  iimo,  and  passed     - 
it.  John.    (Se^  tiiack,  Samurl.) 
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Deportation  of  Slaves,  papers  transmitted  by  the 
President,  on  the  subject  of,  by  the  Brit- 
ish ships-of-war      -         .         .         .         _ 
Deposite  of  Papers,  a  bill  to  authorize  the,  by 
captains  of  vessels,  with    their  respecUve 
consuls,  4c.,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Desha,  Mr.,  remarks  of.  on  Mr.  Forsyth's   reso- 
lution respecting  the  decisions  of  the  Com- 
missioner  of  Claims         .         .         .         . 
on  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  carriages  - 
speech  of,  on   the  bdJ   to  repeal   the   Com- 
penfiation  act  -         .         .         .         _ 

Detroit,  a  bill  allowing  further  Ume  for  entering 
certain  donation   rights  in  the  district  of 

read  twice,  Ac _' 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     . 
Diokens,  Samuel,  of  North  Carolina,*  new  mem- 
ber, was  qualified  ..... 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  concerning  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  the,  read  twice    . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           .         .         ] 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
read  and  concurred  in         ... 
annual   report  from   the   Treasury  Depart- 
ment of^llections  of     - 
Disbanded  Officers,  a  bill  making  donations  of 
land  to,  twice  read,  &c.           ... 
reported  v^iihout  amendment     -         .         '. 
Discount  ana  Deposite,  a  bill   from  the  Senate 
requiring  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  esublwh  an  office  of,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia       .-..._ 
read  twice  and  referred      .... 
Discriminating  Duties,  a  .Message  from  the  Pres- 
ident respecting 

Disposition  of  money  paid  into  the  United  States' 
courts,  a  bill  supplemenul  to  the  act  di- 
recting the,  twice  read    .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Distilleries,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Com' 
mitteeof  Ways  and  Means  were  instruct- 
ed   to    inquire    into    the    expediency    of 
amending  the  laws  imposing  duties  on    - 
Distressed  Officers   and   Soldiers,  Mr.   Harrison 
submitted  a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Mil- 
itary  Committee  to  inquire  into  the   ex- 
pediency of  providing  relief  for 
resolution  *g<;eed  to 

District  of  Cok*flitiia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the      - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  certain 
banks  in  the 
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read  twice,  and  referred      -         .  .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     . 
Dohrman,  Arnold   Henry,  a   bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

papers  relating  to  the  annuities  paid  to  the 

widow,  Ac 

Domestic  Manufactures,  Mr.  Wendover  present- 
ed  the  petition  of  ti.e  American  Society 
for  the  promotion   of,  referred 

Mr.  Schenck   presented   a   similar  petition 
from  New  York      -         -         .         . 
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Donation  Kights. 
Duties  on    Stills, 

subject  of 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

respecting,   in  obedience  to  a  resolution 

of  the  last  session  -         -         -         -         - 
Duverges,  Berthelemy.  a  bill  for   relief  of,   read 

twice     .-..--. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

E. 

Earle,   Elias,   report  on   a  contract  of,  with  the 

War  Department 
Easton,    Kufus,  the   Speaker   presented   sundry 
documents  from,  in  relation  to  the  election 
and  return  of  John  Scott  as   a   Delegate 
from  Missouri,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections  ------ 

report  of  said  committee  in  favor  of    - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  is  allowed  a  seat 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  -         -         -         - 

the  report  recommitted  with  instructions     - 
(See  Contested  Election.) 
Education  of  Soldiers*  Orphans,   on  motion  of 
Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,   a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  irtquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the 
Edwards,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment       .         .         - 
Edwards,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  speech  of,  on 
the  Compensation  bill         .... 

Edwards,  Governor,  of  Illinois,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  officers  belonging  to  the 
staff  of,  read  twice  .  .  .  - 
Edwardbville,  a  bill  to  define  and  enlarge  the 
boundaries  of  land  district  of,  read  twice  - 
Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    

Electoral   Votes,  a  resolution  from   the   Senate 
appointing  a  joint  committee  to  arrange 
the  mode  of  counting  the,  agreed  to,  and 
committee  appointed       .         .         .         - 
said   committeee  reported   resolutions,   and 
tellers  were  appointed     .         .         .         - 
ceremonies  of  opening  and  counting  the     . 
announcement  of  the  result  of  the,  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate 
Emoluments  of   Collectors,  on  motion    of  .Mr. 
Newton,   the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed   to  report   at   next    session 
whether  any  alterations  are  necessary  in 
the  laws  concerning  the 
Epcrvier,  United  States  brig,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  New  York,  the   Naval  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  the   officers 
and  crew  of  the  late       -         -         -  • 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  those  lost  in  the,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa?8ed      -         -         - 
Estimate  of  appropriations,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary ol  the  Treasury  with  an 
Expenditures  of   Public   .Money  on   the  North- 
western Frontier,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary  of   War  on   the   letter  of   General 
Harrison,  in  relation  to,  referred     - 
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Expenditures,  &c. — continued.  Page. 

the  committee  authorized  to  send   for  per. 
sons  and  papers      ..... 
report  of  said  committee     .... 
Exportation  of  Brcadstuffs,  Mr.  Archer,  of  Ma- 
ryland, presented   the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Harford  county,  praying  a 
prohibition  of  the  -         .         .         -         . 
Extinguishment  of  Indian  Titles,  Mr.  De^ha,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  m  rela- 
tion to  the,  in  Uiat  State         ... 
Extra  Compensation,  on    motion   of  Mr.   Hugh 
Nelson,  an  order  was  passed  directing,  to 
be   allowed    to   certain    messengers    and 
servants  of  the  House     -         -         - 
Extra  Pay,  an  adverse  report  on  the  proposition 
to  grant,  to  the  representatives  of  such 
soldiers   as  died    before   being  mustered, 

&,c. 

Ewell,  Thomas,  committee  discharged  from  the 
petition  of      -----         - 

F. 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  a 
bill   to  incoiporate  the,  twice   read,  and 
referred  ..... 

Finances,  the    Speaker    laid    before   the  Hoase 
»  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 

ury, with  his  annual  report  on  the 
papers  communicated  on  the  state  of  the    - 
Findley,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  new  mem- 
ber, was  qualified,  «Scc.    -         -         -         - 

Fisher,  Elisha,  a  bill  lor  relief  of,  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Flag  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Wendover  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  altering  the 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed   - 
re|)ort  of  said  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  alter  the  .  -         -         .         - 
Fletcher,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  a  new  member, 
was  qualified          ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
in  the  case  of  the  (.Commissioner  of  Claims 
on  the  bill   to  amend  the   act   concerning 
property  lost,  &,c.  -         -         .         -         - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act        ....-- 

Foreign  AtTairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on   ------- 

Foreign  Spirits,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,   the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into   the   expediency 
of  increasing  the  duties  on      -         -         - 
Foreign   Vessels,  a  bill  authorizing  the  captains 
of,  to  deposite  their  papers  with  the  con- 
suls of  their   respective   countrie«,  twice 
read       .j^       .         .         .         -        -         • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         .         - 
Foreigners,  on  motion  of  -Mr.  Pope,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into   the  expediency  of  exclu- 
ding, from  trading  with  the  Indians 
Forsyth,  Mr.,  remarks  ol,  on  his   resolutions  re- 
specting the  Commissioner  of  Claims 
in  reply  to  .Mr.  Webster     -         -         -         - 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Johnson     .... 

on   a  motion  to  provide  for  an  individual 
claimant         ...... 


-  1069 


1018 


1038 


.     346 


346 
1136 

230 

1037 
1044 


253 

269 

408 
230 
403 
444 
529 
234 

843 


745 
1032 
1034 


337 

246 
248 
2.50 

278 


INDEX. 


x\i\ 


-r>  Xiv 


House  Proceedings  and  Debate*. 


I 


>32 

556 

716 
739 

746 

793 


253 

950 
373 

900 
1171 


Foiyth,  Mr.,  remarks  of — continued.  Page.  ! 

•  on  bis  motion   to  request   the    President  to 
i       suspend  iheeiecution  of  the  act  authori- 
zing payment  for  property  lost,  &c.  279,  291, 

293, 295 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosvenor  -         -         .     295 

pn  Mr.  Popt-'ts  motion  to  exclude  foreigners 
'i    from  trading  with  the  Indians  -         -     358 

;^n  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case 
ij    of  the  Commii^sioner  of  Claims      -      403,  404 
j'ffn  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  concerning  prop- 
f'j*   erty  lost,  «Scc.         ....     424,  439 
I      jfa  bis  motion  respecting  the  Bank   of  the 
j      ^'    United  iStates         •         •         .         .         . 
:  ^p«!ech  of,  on  tbe  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation .ict       -•.... 
«     jcn  the  bill  to  enforce  neutral  obligations     - 

i^i  reply  to  objections  to  the  bill 
t   ::';iio  opposition  to  Mr.  Parris's  amendment     - 
;4%>n   the   bill   concerning    commercial   intcr- 
i'-  course 

Fotiidries  for  Brass  and  Iron  Ordnance,  on  mo- 

%,    tion  of  Mr.  Peter^  the  Military  Committee 

were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 

■;;    diency  of  establishing  one  or  more  - 

Fr^ipking  Privilege,   a  bill  to  extend  the,  to  the 

:\'    Ordnance  department  and  Patent  (^tfice. 

*<,     read  twice, ,&c.       -  .  .  .  . 

fraSilin  Bank  of;  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  incorpo- 

j     rate  tbe,  tv| ice  read,  (Sec. 
Fre^'-h  Spoliation^  prior  to  1800,  Mr.  Hale  pre- 
J     sented  the  -petition  of  sundry  merchants 
of  New  Hampshire,  respecting 
Fnll^Juhn.     {See  Rem  its  ion  a/ Duties.) 
Fui^jed  Debt,  a  statement  of  the        -         -  - 

Fuiirs  under  the  control  of  the  district  courts, 
♦-  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Betts,  the  Judiciary 
f,'  Committee;  were  instructed  to  inquire 
?:   into  tbe  8t<|te  and  disposition  of  tbe 


961 

,  J  i       «• 

0«rrTier,  Sophia  If.,  the  Naval  Committee  were 

J     discharged  [from   the    consideration  of  tbe 

petition  of,  imd  it  was  referred  to  tbe  Com- 

];     mittee  of  tlje  Whole        -  .  .  . 

Gar  j)n,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Jewett's  proposed 
,  ;     amendment   to  .Mr.  Pickens's  resolution 
■  [     to  amend  tjie  Constitution 
>on  tbe   contested   election   of  the    .Missouri 

>     Delegates  ; 416,417 

Son  the  right  i^f  Indiana  to  give  her  electoral 

»    TOte       -     ; 

'ral  Staff,  a  b|ll  from  the  Senate  to  amend 
the  act  organizing,  &c.  -  -  .  . 
Iread  twice,  a^d  referred  -  -  -  . 
Ge(*gia,  on  moti{>n  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Com- 
mittee of  V^  ays  and  Means  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing to  ijie  State  of,  15  per  cent,  upon 
her  quota  tjf  direct  tax,  assumed  and  paid 
by  said  Sta-te  ..... 

•Mr.  F.  also  piiesented  a  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor  of,  oij  that  subject 
ton  motion  of  jMr.  Telfair,  a  committee  was 
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J     of  providin;|  for  the  militia  claims  of 
,^a  bill  to  authc»fi2e  payment  of  certain  claims 
";     for  militia  (Services,   read   twice,  and  re- 
ferred    -     '    • 
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Georgia — continued.  Page 

a  bill  aulborizinur  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea. 
sury  to  pay  to  the  State  of,  15  per  cent 
on  the  quota  of  direct  tax,  Ac,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  frow^e  Senate  making  appropriations 

for  the.payfhent  of  certain  claims  of 
read  twice,  and  referred  lo  the  committee  on 
the  House  bill  of  same  tenor  ... 
a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  money  to, 
under  tbe  articles  of  agreement  and  ces- 
sion, <Scc.,  twice  read        .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  -  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in    - 

Gillard,  Joseph,  a  bill  cunfirmlng  the  title  of,  read 

twice,  «Scc.      ...... 

Glasgow,  Hugh,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  bis  seat 

Gold,  Thoma^  R.,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat     . 

speech   of,  on   the  bill  concerning  internal 

improvements  ..... 

Goldsborougb,  Charles,  of  .Maryland,  took  his  seat 

Goods,    Wares,    and    Merchandise,    a  statement 

from    the  Treasury    Dejiartment,    of  the 

importation  of,  during  a  time  mentioned   1040 

Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

support  of,  for  the  year  1817,  twice  read     639 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   ....     955 

read  a  third  time>  and  passed      .         .         .961 
returned  to  the  Senate,  with  amendments  .   1043 
read,  and  agreed  to    -  .  .  .  .   1044 

GranU  from  British  authorities,  .Mr.  Lattimore 
presented  the  petition  of  the  Legislature 
of  .Mississippi,  praying  the  extinguishment 
of  titles  lo  Iannis  in  said  Territory,  under, 

referred qjq 

Great  Kanawha,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Smith,  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals were  instructed  lo  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  appointing  romnMssioners 
to  view  and  mark  out  a  road  from  the 
highest  point  of  navigation  in  James  river 
to  that  of  the  .....     .^73 

Green,  Joseph  J.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -     756 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    I0;i5 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    1037 
Greenville,  .Mr.  Harrison  presented  a  petition  of 
.     sundry    inhabitants    of   Ohio,    respecting 

lands  ceded  at  the  Treaty  of,  referred        -     765 
Gro«  venor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Forsyth's  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  act 
authorizing  payment  for  properly  lost,  Ac.    280, 

287/290 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Forsyth  -  -  .  .  295 
speech   of,   on   .Mr.  Pickens's   resolution  to 

amend  tbe  Constitution  -         -         .     347 

on   tbe   bill  to   amend  tbe   act   concerning 

property  lost,  dec jif^  430 

remarks  of,  on  referring  to  a  committee  the 

charges  against  Judge  Toulmin  -  410,477 
on  Mr.  Forsyth's  bank  resolution  .  -  433 
on  bill  to  repeal  ibe  Compensation  act  488,  713 
speech  of,  in  compliment  to  .Mr.  Calhoun  -  621 
on  tbe  bill  concerning  neutral  relations       -     727 

H. 
Hag^r,  Peter,  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  compen' 

sating    -         J 1058 


INDEX. 


xlvi 


t 


House  Proceedingt  and  Debates. 


372, 449 

-     467 
the 


i 


r 


Hagner,  Peter — continued.  Paije. 

read  twice 1065 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         .   1066 
Hall,  .Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  Com- 
pensation bill  .....     539 
Hammond,  Jabez  D.,  of  New  York,  took  bis  seat     231 
speech  of,  on    Mr.  Pickens's  resolution  to 

amend  the   Constitution  -  -  -     306 

on  introducing  a  motion  of  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  army  .....     454 
Hardin,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  reso- 
lution to  repeal  the  duties  on  licenses  to 

distillers,  6tc. 277 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  tbe  act  concern- 
ing property  lost,  ic.     -  -         .         -     281 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  said  act       269,  422,  444 
on    the   contested  election  of  tbe  Missouri 
Delegates        -         -         -         -         -         -417 

on  report  concerning  military  tx)unty  lands  -     452 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  In  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act        -         -         .         -         -         .     532 
Harper,  Samuel    H.,    a  bill   for   relief  of,   read 

twice,  «5cc. 831 

Harrison,  William  Henry,  of  Ohio,  a  new  mem- 
ber, was  qualified,  <Scc.    ....     230 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  dis. 

tressed  officers         .....     245 
on  the  motion   to  suspend  tbe  act  concern- 
ing property  lost,  dec.     ....     293 
OD  tbe  bill  to  amend  the  said  act 
in  reply  to  .Mr.  Randolph    -         -  - 

speech  of,  on  bis  motion  to  recommit 

Compensation  bill  .....     692 
on  Mr.  Comstock's  resolution  concerning  In- 
dian captives  -         -         -  -  -     761 
remarks  of,  on  his  Militia  resolution    -         -     845 
on  the  bill  to  indemnify  sufTerers  by  the  war     942 
Haslet,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  .     296 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .     362 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     406 
returned  from  tbe  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to        -          -         .  .     541 
Haslet,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of    843 
read  twice,  and  referred      ....     §48 
reported  without  amendment       ...   1017 
Hawkins,  Lavinia,  Mr.  Edwards   presented   tbe 

petition  of,  referred  ....     754 

Hayes,  Archibald.  (See  Rtmiaaiun  of  Duties.) 
Heard,  John.  (See  Remiasiun  of  Duties.) 
Hendricks,  John,  .M.  (See  Remission  of  Duties.) 
Hendricks,  William,  of  Indiana,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    .....     230 
s[>eech  of,  on  tbe  bill  to  repeal  the  compen- 
sation act 507 

on  nght  of  Indiana  to  give  her  Electoral  vote     948 
Holland,  Park,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice       -     915 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed      ...     924 
Holmes,  Alexander,  and  Benjamin  Hough,  a  bill 

for  relief  of,  read  twice    -  -         -         .     756 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    1037 
Holmes's  Hole,  .Massachusetts,  a  bill  for  erecting 
a  light-house  on   the  west  chop  of,  read 

twice 937 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  ....  1053 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1056 
Home  Department,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, on  the 234 

Hooks,  Charles,  of  New  York,  a  new   member, 

was  quabtied  -  -         .         .         .     230 


Page. 
Hopkinson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to 

suspend  the  act  concerning  property,  dcc^  290 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  .  -  636 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Neutrahty  bill  -  748 
on  the  Commercial  Intercourse  bill  -  .  825 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes  -  -  .  -  836 
House  of  Representatives,  list  of  members  pres- 
ent, at  the  opening  of  the  session  -  .  229 
on   motion   of  Mr.  Taylor,  the   hour   of  12 

was  fixed  upon  for  meeting    -         -         -     231 
adjournment  of,  on  the  death  of  one  of  the 

Speaker's  family     •         -         .         .         .     255 
usual    resolutions  preparatory    to   adjourn- 
ment of,  sine  die 1 069 

Huger,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  .Mr.  Pickens's  motion 

to  amend  tbe  Constitution      ...     338 
Huibert,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  act  concerning  property,  dec.  286,  291 
on  tbe  motion  to  a.«sign  a  day  fi>r  consider- 
ing the  Compensation  bill       -         -         .     320 
on   the  report  in  tbe  case  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Claims     .....     406 
on  the  bill  to  amend  tbe  art  for  payment  for 

property,  dec.  .         .         .         ~  '\    .     440 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill    .      '  .     548 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  in  the  case  of  Gen- 
eral Harrison  .         -         .         .         -  >  710 
Hunt,  Jesse,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of,    "^ 
concurred  in  - 


i 


Illinois,  Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of,  respcctini?  the  defence  of 
its  frontiers  during  the  late  war,  referred 
Importers  of  goods  destined  for  Cincinnati,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  in»o  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  convei^ence  of,  dec. 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Lowndes, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  to  regulate  duties  on 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  dunes  on,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         . 

a  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on,  twice  read    - 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  .April,  1816, 
regulating  duties  on,  twice  read,  and  com-* 
milted 'i         . 

committfc  discharged,  and  bill  referred  to 
that  on  foreign  relations  ... 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate 
duties  on,  read  once         .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  --..-. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  second  section 
of  the  act,  supplementary  to  the  act  to 
regulate  duties  on,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  further  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  duties  on       .         .         . 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend, 
men  la 
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jan  Chiefu  aitJ  Warriors,  a  bill  locating  lands 
to,  twice  read  -         -         .         .         . 

V  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  .  . 
IrJ^ian  Treaties,  a  bill  l^m  the  Senate  making  ap- 

^.       propriations  fol^cirryirig  into  etfect  certain 
"*Jt  read  twice 

V  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Indian  Tribes,  appdintinent  of  a  select  commit- 

j        tee  on  thi» 

i    a  Message  transmitting  treaties  with  certain 

*  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enable  the  Presi- 
'»      dent  to  held  treaties  with  the  - 

k    read  twice,  and  referred      -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment 

5    a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 

7        the,  read  twice        .         -         .         .         . 

w    Mr.  Stearns  presented    a  petition,  praying 

»        the  establishment  of  schools  among  the   • 

Indiana,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting 

•;        the   admission  of,  into    the   Union,  read 

'•        twice,  and  referred  .  .  .  . 

;    reported   without  amendment,  read  a  third 

;'        time,  and  passed     -         .         .         .         . 

r    a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 

':  *        execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 

-»;        within  the  State  of  .  .  .         . 

v;,   read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         .         - 

y^   reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 

•  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Ingham,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Forsytl^s  Bank 

*.       resolution       -         -         -         -     *   - 
In^rnal  Duties,  ^n  motion  of  .Mr.  Goldsborough, 
the  Comniittee  of  Ways  and  .Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  requiring  the  collectors  of,  to  keep  an 
ot!ice  at  tlj<;  county  town  oi'  each  county 
'Mr.  Wilhams,  of  >i'orth  Carolina,  submitted 
a  resolutiqa  to  repeal  the 
Inijcr/ial  Improvejnent,  .Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that 
a  committfce  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  setting  apart  the  bonus 
of  the  Un^ed  States'  Bank,  &c.,  as  a  per- 
manent fi^nd  for  purposes  of  - 
.  agreed  to,  ai{d  a  committee  appointed 
I  n  bill  to  that^  elfect  read  twice,  and  referred 
I   .('ported  witji  amendments  ... 

J  ordered  to  a  jhird  reading  -         -         -         . 
\  read  a  third  jime,  and  passed 

*  returned  froiji  the  Senate  with  amendments 

(considered,  s^d  concurred  in       -         -  - 

a  .Message  ijom  the  President  objecting  to 
the  bill  bt|ng  read,  the  vote  was  taken  on 
i      iu  passagi^,  and  the  bill  rejected 
In-lilid  Pensioneis,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice 
'    ordered  to  a  Jhird  reading  -         -         -         . 
;,     read  a  third  jimc,  and  passed      ... 
returned  Iroijj  the  Senate  with  amendments 
.    read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         -         - 
Inylids,  on  moti(*n  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Military 
Committed  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
)        the  expediency  of  organizing  a  corps  of  - 
T  a  bill  to  thatjell'ect  read  twice     ... 
\  indefinitely  Postponed  .... 

i  a  bill  concerning  Revolutionary,  read  twice 
t  indefinitely  {k>t>tponed  .... 

Iroli,  Mr.  Macla)-j  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
■^      dry  manufacturers  of,  praying  an  addi- 

♦  tional  dut\  on,  referred  -         -         -         - 
a  bill  to  increase  the  duties  on,  reported 
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Irving/ William,  of  .New  York,  took  hi»  seal 

/  ^- 

JackA)n,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on   introducing    sundry  resolu- 
/    tions       --..... 

/•pjeech  of,  on    the  Commercial  Intercourse 

bill 

in  explanation 
remarks  uf,  on 


Page. 
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406 

464 

792 
794 


his  motion  to  strike  out  the 

second  section  of  the  said  bill  ...     859 

Jackson,  General  Andrew,  and  Colonel  Hawkins. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  .Message 

of  the   President,  at' the  last  session,  in 

rel.ition  to  lands  donated  to,  was  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

Jennings,  Jonathan,  President  of  the   Indiana 

Convention,  a  letter  from,  enclosing  a  copy 

of  the  constitution,  (Sec.  .         ... 

Jewett,  Luther,  of  Vermont,  took  his  seat  - 

remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Pickens's  proposition  to 

amend  the  Constitution  .... 

On  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  touching  neu- 

Kality 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  speech  of,  on  the  motion  to 
rej)eal  the  Compensation  act  - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  resolutions  con- 
cerning the  Commissioner  of  Claims    249 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  act 

paying  for  property,  6lc.  -         -      283,  294 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  said  act    372,  375,  425, 438 
remarks  of,  on  referring  the  charges  against 

Judge  Toulmin 

on  the  bill  for  subsistence  of  the  .\rmy 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compensation  act  - 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers  during  the 

late  war 

Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act       ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  repeal  the  inter- 
nal duties 

Jones,  Ephraiin.     (See  Remission  of  Duties.) 
Jadab,  Manuel.     (See  Sanders,  ('.  //.) 
Judge   of  Northern   District  of  Xew    York,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  the  Judiciary   Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  appointing  a    -         .         -     430 
adverse  report  of  said  committee  -         -     451 

Judicial  Courts,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend 

the  act  establishing         ....    I056 
read    twice,   and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table   1057 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the      ..... 
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Kent,  Moses,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat  -    f     - 
Krrr,  John,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat  .    k    . 

Kilbourn,  James,  of  (Jhio,  a  new   member,  was 

qualified 768 

Kmdal,  Peter,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read     943 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    1037 
King,  -Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  speech  of,  on  the 

bill  to  repeal  the  Compensation  act  •     503 

on  the  Commercial  Intercourse  bill     -       772,  793 
on  indefinite   po>tponement  of  the  Internal 

Improvement  bill  .....  876 
in  reply  to  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Ross  •  91S 
on  the  repeal  of  internal  duties  -         -     937 
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L.  Page. 

Lake  Champlain,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Langdon, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instructed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning vessels  navigating  ... 
Land  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  oxficdiency  of  making 
further  provision  for  the  final  adjustment 
of,  in  Missouri  Territory  ... 
Mr.  S.  presented  sundry  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  said  Territory  on  the  sub- 
ject of 

Land  Laws,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
a  new  edition  of  the  collection  of   . 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,    and  passed     -  •  • 

Langdon,  Chauncy,  of  Vermont,  took  his  seat  - 
Latrobe,  B.  H.,    Mr.  Condict  presented  a  letter 
and  estimates  from  .... 

I.attimore,  William,  a  delegate  from    Mississippi 
Territory,  took  his  seat  .... 
Laval,  J  icint,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 
of,  twice  read  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Law,  .\iidrew,  a  bill  to  extend  the  patent  grant- 
ed to,  read  twice    - 
Lawrence.  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of,  twice  read  ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .         .  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Laws  of  the  United  Stales,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the   purchase   and   distribution  of 

the 

twice  read  -         -       ,  - 

third  reading  negatived       .         .         .         - 

Lead  .Mines,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency   of  provid- 
ing for  the  better  regulation  of  the  public, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject  of    - 
Le  Barron,  Francis,  Mr.  Conner  presented  the 
petition  of;  referred        .... 
Lee,   Richard  Bland,   Mr.  Williams,  of   North 
Carolina,    submitted    a    resolution    for    a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  decisions  of, 
as  commissioner  of  claims,  with  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers    ... 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
report  of  said  committee     .  -  .  • 

read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         •         - 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from       ....--- 
Lee,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  ap- 
{Minting  a  committee  on.  agreed  to 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  making   further  ap- 
propriations to  purchase  l>ooks  for  the 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
Licenses  to  Retailers,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  iJen- 
^     nett,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
^~^  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  the  act  laying  the  du- 
ties on- 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient 
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to  vote  . 

the  peti- 
line,  con- 
.'«     . 
twice 


Little,  Pt 

quat 
Loan  of  Moi 

force  au 
ordered  to 
read  a  third  t 

Loan  Office  Certific, 

before  the  Hou*«g-e. 
ury  Department 
Location  of  Lands,  reserx 
vision  for  the,  read  v 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  ». 

read  twice 
read  a  third  time,  and  passt 
Losses  sustained  during  the  Revc        .         .         . 
on  the  subject  of    -         -  k  Committee 

Louisville,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  of.  and  re- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Po  Whole  - 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  th^cition  of 
diency  of  establishing  a  road  froiiision- 
Newcastle,  &c.  .... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Ormsby,  the  Commitu  . 
on  Commerce  and  .Manufactures  were  in«^ 
structed,  &c.,  as  to  establishing  a  port  of 

entry  at 

Love,  William  C,  of  North  CaroUna,   took  his 

scat 

Lowndes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  repeal 

the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers,  &lc. 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion   concerning   the 

same  to  distillers     ..... 

in  reply  to  .Mr.  Randolph  .         .         -         - 

speech  of,   on  the   bill  concerning  neutral 

relations 

on  the  Commercial  Intercourse  bill  - 
Lumpkin,  Wilson,  of  Georgia,  took  his  seat 
Lyon,  .Ssa.     (See  Black,  Hamuel.) 

M. 

Maclay,    William   P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  a    new 
member,  was  qualified    -          -    ,      - 
remarks  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  Compensa- 
tion act          ,...-- 
on  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  to 
repeal,  with  eight  dollars         ... 
Macon,   Mr.,   a   message  from    the  Senate    an- 
nouncing, as  teller  on  their  part 
Madison,   Janus,  a  bill   freeing  from  postage  all 
letters  and    packets    to  and    from,  read 
twice      ...---- 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         - 
Maine,  on  motion  of  Mr.   King,  the    Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the   expediency  of  holding  two  terms  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  dis- 
trict of 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered   to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         - 
Manufactory  of  Small  Arms,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a,  in  Kentucky 
Manumission  Society  of  Tennessee,  the  Speaker 
presented  the  petition  of  the,  referred 
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i  ,  .     i  Page. 

•^foJian  Chie&ianJ  W  arriors,  a  bill  locating  lands 

to,  twi(4e  read  .....    1040 

i         read  a  thjrd  time,  and  passed      -         -         .   1044 
iJJndian  Treatn^B,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  ap- 


\ 

^iKlian 


$ 

\ 


<-■ 


propriaMoij*  for  carrying  into  etfect  certain 
read  twicr  -.'-... 

read  a  thi^d  time,  and  pas«ed      ... 
Tribes,  appointment  oi  a  select  commit- 
tee on  jhe       -,..... 
a  Messag."  transmitting  treaties  with  certain 
a  biff  froi^  the  Senate  to  enable  the  Presi. 

dent  to  holcLtreaties  with  the  - 
read  twicj,  ami  referred      .         .         .         - 
reported  Without  amendment 
a  bill  to  rrgulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the,  reivd  twice        .         .         .  .  . 

Mr.  Steatns  presented  a  petition,  praying 
the  estitblishment  of  schools  among  the  . 
^fiJiana.  a  restiiution  from  the  Senate  respecting 
I  the   adi'iission   of,  into    the    Union,  read 

*  twice,  ifnd  referred  .... 

reported)  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  4nd  passed  ..... 
a  bill  frohi  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  ol  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  .... 
I'  :  read  twice,  and  referred  .... 
f  reported  without  amendment  ... 
'  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
)^gham,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  Bank 
i  resolutJDn        ....'.. 

»,:Mernal  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
r"  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

^  of  requiring  the  collectors  of.  to  keep  an 

otfice  at  the  county  town  of  each  county 
.VIr.  Wilhams,  of  .North  Carolina,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  repeal  the 


I 


r^iternal  Imprcvcjnent,  .Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that 
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a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  setting  apart  the  bonus 
of  the  Upited  States'  Bank,  (Sec,  as  a  per- 
manent i'und  for  purposes  of  - 
:  agreed  to,  jind  a  committee  appointed 
:  )  a  bill  to  that'' effect  read  twice,  and  referred 
J  reported  wjth  amendments 

•  ■•.  ordered  to  ^  third  reading  .  .         .  . 
'i      read  &.  thin;  time,  and  passed 

■;  i  returned  frpm  the  Senate  with  amendments 

■:      considered,  and  concurred  in       .         -  . 

a  .Message  from  the  President  objecting  to 

.  ■  the  bill  Licing  read,  the  vote  was  taken  on 

its  passage,  and  the  bill  rejected 
tii|Talid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice 
-  j     ordered  to  A  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

♦  ;  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

■  :  i  returned  trom  the  Senate  with  amendments 

•  •   ;  read,  and  concurred  in        -  -  -  . 

Ir^v|lid8,  oh  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Military 

■  ^.     Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

the  expediency  of  organizing  a  corps  of  - 


;  I  a  bill  to  tha;t  effect  read  twice 
•  finde* 


idefinitely 'postponed 
I  ;a  bill  concejrning  Revolutionary,  read  twice 
■  .' indefinitely  postponed  -       '- 

irpr.,  .Mr.  Maclar.  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
.  .      dry  manufacturers  of,  praying  an  addi. 
j  I      lional  du(y  on,  referred  -    '    . 
.   -a  bill  to  inc. ease  the  duties  on,  reported      . 
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Irting.  William,  of  .\ew  York,  took  his  scat 

J. 

Jackson,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat 

remarks  of.  on  introducing   sundry  resolu- 
tions     -    .     . 

speech  of,  on    the  Commercial  Intercourse 
bill         ....  .         . 

in  explanation 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  said  bill  . 
Jackson,  General  Andrew,  and  Colonel  Hawkins, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  Message 
of  thi^  President,  at  the  last  session,  in 
'       relation  to  lands  donated  to,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
Jennings,  Jonathan.   President   of  the    Indiana 
Convention,  a  letter  from,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  the  constitution,  Ac.  -         .         .         . 
Jewett,  Luther,  of  Vermont,  took  his  seat  . 

remarks  of,  on    .Mr.  Pickens's  proposition  to 
amend  the  Constitution  .... 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  touchine  neu- 
trality     

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  speech  of,  on  the  motion  to 
repeal  the  Compensation  act  - 
remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Forsyth's  resolutions  con. 

cerning  the  Commissioner  of  Claims    249,  278 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  act 

paying  for  property,  4.c.  -         -      283,  294 

on  the  bill  to  arnen^  the  suid  act    372,  375,  425,  438 
remarks  of,  otrfeferring  the  charges  against 

Judge  Toulmin 

on  the  bill  for  subsistence  of  the  Army 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compensation  act . 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers  during  the 
late  war  -.-... 

Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  took  his  scat 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act       ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  repeal  the  inter- 
nal duties       ---... 
Jones,  Ephraim.     (See  RemUuun  of  Dutiet.) 
Judah,  Manuel.     (See  Sanders.  ('.  H.) 
Judge   of  .Northern  District  of  .New    York,  on 
motion  of  .Mr.  Gold,  the  Judiciary   Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  appointing  a    . 
adverse  re[H>rt  of  said  committee 
Judicial  Courts,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend 
the  act  establishing  .         ,.  -  . 

read    twice,   and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit, 
tee  on  the       ...... 
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I  K.  ; 

Kent,  Moses,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat  - 
Kerr,  John,  of  Virginia,  took  bis  seat 
Kilbourn,  James,  of  Uhio,  a  new  member,  was 

qualified 76(^ 

Kindal,  Peter,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read     943 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    1037 
King,/Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  speech  of,  on  the 

y  bill  to  repeal  the  Compensation  act  -     503 

■,  on  the  Commercial  Intercourse  bill     -      772,  793 
on  indefinite   postponement  of  the  Internal 

Improvement  bill 876 

in  reply  to  Messrs.  Calhoun  and   Ross         -     912 
on  the  repeal  of  internal  duties  -         -     937 
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Lake  Champlain,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Langdon, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instructed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning vessels  navigating  ... 
Land  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
further  provision  for  the  final  adjustment 
of,  in  Missouri  Territory  ... 

.Mr.  8.   presented  sundry  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  said  Territory  on  the  sub- 

ject  of 

Land  Laws,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 

a  new  edition  of  the  collection  of    - 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,   and  passed     ... 

Langdon,  Chauncy,  of  Vermont,  took  his  seat  - 

Latrobe,  B.  H.,   Mr.  Condict  presented  a  letter 

and  estimates  from  .... 

Laltimore,  William,  a  delegate  from    Mississippi 

Territory,  took  his  seat  .... 

Laval,  Jacint.  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 

of,  twice  read  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Law,  Andrew,  a  bill  to  extend  the  patent  grant. 

ed  to,  read  twice     -  .  .  .         -^ 

Lawrence.  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  twice  read  ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Laws  of  the  United  Stales,  a  bill  from  the  Sen* 
ate  for  the   purchase   and   distribution  of 

the 

twice  read  •         .  .         -         •    "    • 

third  reading  negatived       .... 

Lead  .Mines,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Scott,  the  Com. 
mittce  on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  better  regulation  of  the  public, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject  of    - 

Le  Barron,  Francis,  Mr.  Conner  presented  the 
petition  of;  referred        .... 

Lee,  Richard  Bland,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  decisions  of, 
as  commissioner  of  claims,  with  |)Ower  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers    ... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

report  of  said  committee    -       ^^ 

read,  and  concurred  in        .       ^^^ 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from       ....... 

Lee,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  road  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  ap. 
(Minting  a  committee  on,  agreed  to 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  ap- 
propriations to  purchase  l>ook8  for  the 

read  twice,  and  referred  .... 
Licenses  to  Retailers,  &r.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ben. 
nett,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe. 
diency  of  repealing  the  act  laying  the  du- 
ties on- 

report  that  it  is  inexpedient        ... 
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Licenses  to  Distillers.  Mr.  Hardin  submitted  a 
resolution  to  repeal  the  act  laying  duties 
on 

Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  a  new  member,  was 
qualified  --.... 

Loan  of  -Money,  «Stc..  a  bill  to  repeal  any  acts  in 
force  authorizing  a,  twice  read     '    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Loan  Office  Certificates,  4:c.,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  respecting     ... 

Location  of  Lands,  reserved,  a  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the,  read  twice 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same   tenor 
read  twice      --.... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Losses  sustained  during  the   Revolution,  papers 

on  the  subject  of    •         .         -        .         .   1242 

Louisville,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  the  Com. 
mittee  on   Post  Offices  and    Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency   of   establishing   a    road    from,  to 
Newcastle,  &c.       .....     ^70 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Ormsby,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  ."Manufactures  were  in. 
structed,  &c.,  as  to  establishing  a  port  of 
entry  at 848 

Love,  William  C,  of  North  Carohna,   took  his 

seat 231 

Lowndes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  repeal 

the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers,  6cc.      -     267 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion   concerning   the 

same  to  distillers     .....     277 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  ....     461 

speech  of,   on  the   bill  concerning  neutral 

relations  ......     754 

on  the  Commercial  Intercourse  bill  -  .  831 
Lumpkin,  Wilson,  of  Georgia,  took  his  seat  •  356 
Lyon,  .\sa.     (See  Black,  iktmuel.) 

M. 

Maclay,    William    P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  a    new    . 

member,  was  qualified    ....     231 

remarks  of,  on  the  re{)eal  of  the  Compensa- 
tion act  ......     539 

on  tlie  motion  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  to 

repeal,  with  eight  dollars  ...     685 

Macon,   Mr.,   a   message   from    the  Senate    an. 

nouncing,  as  teller  on  their  part      .  -     939 

Madison,  James,  a  bill  freeing  from  postage  all 
letters  and    packets    to  and    from,  read 

twice 991 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1019 
Maine,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  holding  two  terras  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  dis- 
trict of 443 

reported  without  amendment      ...     362 
ordered    to  a  third  reading         ...     420 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     443 
Manufactory  of  Small  Arms,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  .Military  Committee  were  in. 
siructed   to  inquire   into  the   expediency 
of  establishing  a,  in  Kentucky         -         -     365 
Manumission  Society  of  Tennessee,  the  Speaker 

presented  the  petition  of  the,  referred      -     769 
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klarictta,  a  bilj"  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the 
salaries.of  the  register  and  receiver  at     - 
read  twic«i,  and   referred     -  -  .  . 

reported  HJthout  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted        i         ...       ^-         .         . 
[arine  Hospir*il  at  Richmond,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Tyler,    'he    rSaval    Commitl^    were    in. 
structed-to  inquire  into  the  expcdjency  of 

providir^  a 

Urines,  a  bill  repealing  the  act  fixing  the  com. 

i  mand  of  the  corps  of,  read  twice     . 

J      ordered   to;  a   third    reading         ... 

f      jead  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -      ,  . 

f>r»rq*i8  de  Maason  Rouge,  a  bill  confirming  the 

title   of, 'read   twice,  &c.  .         -  . 

!j^$on,  J.  B.,  c4f  Rhode  Island,  took  his  seat 

Mjtssachusetts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the  Sec- 

.^   {        retary  oj  War  was  directed  to  lay  before 

*  \       the  Hoitse  any  information  in  his  Depart- 

?■  I       ment  relative  to  the  claims  o^  for  militia 

\'.  J       expcnse4         ... 

;;  \  report  of  tljat  officer  in  reply 

\\   -  a  bill  concijrning  the   Distric 


P»ge. 

443 
445 

477 


^, , a   ...^   JLstrict  Attorney  of, 

.•',.  ,       read  twire       .          -          -  -          .     "  . 

?j  *  read  a  thirl  time,  and  passed  - 
>|t^rant,  Willilm,  of  South 


M^'Vcban 
i  ''     sen  ted 


resignini   his  seat,  from 
ts  and  p 


Carolina,  a   letter 
m         -         .         . 
hipowners,  Mr.  Wendover  pre- 
.  tjie    petition   of  sundry,   cf  IS'ew 

:   ^      ^ork,  cohcerning  foreign  commerce,  «Scc., 

.  :      referred  ■ 

.Nieihants  of  >Jew  York,  memorial  of  the 
N|Cfc«age,  reference  to  appropriate  committees  of 
j  ^      the  severiil  subjects  treated  of  in  the  Pre- 

<  *      sident's  ■^nnual 

\l-idJIeton,  Henry,  of  S.  Carolina,  tookhis  seat 

Milrtary   Acade^iies,  a   bill  to  establish  three  ad- 

■■'^         ditional,  Jead  twice         .... 

:•     indefinitelyipostponed         .... 

^litary  Ofiicersj  appointment  of  a  select  commit* 

1        tee  on    -i 

Ai^litary  Bounty!  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P. 
'         Barbour,,  the  Judiciary  Committee  W( 
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ere 


inquire  into  the  expediency 
the  act  for  designating   and 


instructiei  to  i 
of  amencAng  t 
BurTeyin^        --.... 

report  of  inexpediency        .... 

a  bill  to  amfnd  and  explain  the  act  regulat- 
ing, twic^  read        ..... 
.     indefinitelyipostponed         .         -         .         . 
\  Utary  Clothm^,  due  to  discharged  soldiers,  on 
motion-of   Mr.  Bryan  the    .Military  Com- 
mittee w«;re  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  payments  for 
M*  litary  EsUblisJwient,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ham- 
mond,   of  New    York,    the   Secretary   of 
War  was. directed  to  report  a  detail  of  the 

report  of  th^t  officer  in  obedience 

a  bill  making  appropriations   for  support  of 
the,  for  the  year  1817,  read  twice     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
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returned  frotji  the  Senate,  with  amendmenU   1055 


referred  to  a; committee       ....   1056 
.    considered,  ^nd  concurred  in      .         .         -  1063 
iMiiiUry  Servicesj  on  motion  of  .Mr.  T.  M.  Nel- 
*L)    "on  the  .Military  Committee  were  instruct- 
fr     ed    to    inijuire    into   the    expediency     of 
t       araending;the  act  making  provision  for    -     253 


Military  Service — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for,  during 
the  late  war,  twice  read  ...     /jgj 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...   i02i 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         .  1022 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmenU   1058 

read,  and  concurred  in        ...         .  i065 
.Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 
reorganization  of    - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  White,  a  committee  was 
apfwinted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  for  payment  of  the  expenses 
of  --•-... 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  expenses  of,  read  twice    - 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a 
plan  for  disciplining,  Ac. 

a  bdl  for  organizing,  chasing,  and  arming 
the,  twice  read        -         -         -         .  . 

Mr.  Harrison  submitted  a  resolution,  recom- 
mending an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  ... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Hahn,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  the  reason 
why  fines  imposed  by  courts  martial  of 
the,  have  not  been  collected    . 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply 

Miller,  Stephen   D.,  of  South  Carolina,   a  new 

member,  ti>ok  his  teat 
Miller  and  Fulton,  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of, 
to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  read  twice 

on  the  third  reading  rejected 
Miller,  Noah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
Mills,  Elijah  R.,  of  Massachusetts,  took  his  seat 

remarks  ol,  on  the  report  in  the  ca«e  of  the 
Commis:>ioner  of  Claims 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen. 
sation  act 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same 
Mint,  the  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the, 

Uansmitted  by  the  President  . 
Mississippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Laltimore, 
the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of,  present- 
ed in  1815  for  admission  into  the  Union, 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  - 

the  Speaker  presented  another  petition  from 
the  same,  on  the  same  subject 

a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  read  twice, 
and  committed        .  -         -  .  . 

the  committee  reported  the  census  of 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     ... 

a  bill  to  establish  a  separate  government  for 
the  eastern  part  of,  twice  read 

Mr.  Lattiniore  presented  another  petition  for 
the  admission  of    -         -         .    —  . 

a  petition   against  the  division  of,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee 

a  bill  to  admit,  undivided,  twice  read 

read  a.  third  time,  and  passed     - 

a  Un  from  the  Senate,  to  establish  a 
rtee'l'erritorial  government  for  the 
ern  part  of    

twice  read  ...... 

read  a  read  time,  and  passed       ... 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  an  addiUonal 
judge,  relerred         ..... 

a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an  ad- 
ditional judge,  twice  read 
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Mississippi  Territory — continued.  Page- 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  enable  the  people 

of  the  western  part  of,  to  form  a  Consti. 

tution,  (See.     -         ^        -         *         "         " 

read  twice,  and  referred      .... 

Mississippi  Stock,  a  Message  from  the  President, 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of,  by  the  Slate  of 
Georgia  ...... 

Missouri  Territory,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Pope,  sun- 
dry resolutions  were   adopted   in  relation 
to  floating  claims  to  land  in    - 
Mr.  P.  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  concerning  certain  companies  of 
rangers  ...... 

another,  concerning   the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion, 6cc.         ...... 

another,  concerning  post-roads  in  said  Ter. 

ritory 

Monopoly  of  Public  Lands,  due,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  preventing  the  formation 
of  companies  for  the  .... 
Monroe,  James,  declared  President  elect  of  the 

United  States 

appointment  of  a  committee  to  inform,  of  his 
election  ...... 

Ur'^iil,  Madame  de,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

ordOTUdjLua  third  reading  - 

read  a  tliiril~>t<ne,  and  passed 

Moore,  Thomas,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  look  his  seal 

Mounted  Volunteers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 

the    MiliUry  Committee  were   instructed 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 

for  certain,  of  Kentucky,  during  the  war 

Murfree,  W,  H.,  of  North  Carolina,  took  his  seat 

Muscle   Shoals,  a  resolution    submitted   by  Mr. 

Thomas  for  appropriating  a  sum  of  money 

to  improve  the  navigation  of  the,  was  re. 

jected     ..---.. 

on   motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee 

on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 

for  the  same  object  .... 

Mutiny,  alleged  against  a  part  of  the  38th  regi- 
ment, on  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  report  made  to  the  Assistant 
and  Inspector  General  of  a       - 
report  of  that  officer  in  reply       .         -  - 

McCormick,  Alexander,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of      .         -         -         -         -         - 

McDonald,  Archibald,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of      -----         - 

Mcllvaine,  Archibald,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of      -----         - 

McKee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  referring  the  charges 

against  Judge  Toulinin  ... 

McLane,  Allan,  .Mr.  Clayton  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of,  referred       ..... 

adverse  report,  concurred  in        -         -         - 

McLean,  .Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the 

Compensation  act  .... 

N. 
National  Armory,  a  bill   authorizing  the  esUb- 
lishment  of  a,  on   the  Ohio,  read  twice, 

and  referred '*'* 

indefinitely  postponed         ...         -  1031 
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.National   Lniversity,   appointment   of  a   select 

committee  on  a  - 
report  of  said  committee  .... 
a  bill  to  esUblish  a,  twice  read,  and  referred 
committee  discharged  from  /urther  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  -  -  .  . 
Mr.     Atherton    offered     a  resolution  so  to 

amend  the  Constitution  as  to  give  power 

to  Congress  to  establish  a        -         -         - 
Naval  AflTairp,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 

tee  on*--.... 
Naval   Depot  on  the  Chesapeake,  letters  from 

naval  officers  giving  their  opinions  as  to 

the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
Naval  Establishment,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the 

act  concerning  the,  twice  read' 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed      ... 
Navigation  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  concern. 

ing  the,  twice  read,  and  referred     . 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Com. 

mercial  Intercourse  bill   .... 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
considered,  and  concurred  in        -         -  - 

Navy,  a   bill    making  appropriations  for  support 

of  the,  read  twice    ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
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returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments   1055 


read,  and  referred        ..... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         .         • 
Navy  Surgeons  and  Surgeons'  Mates,  Mr.  Pleas- 
ants presented  the  petition  of  the,  relative 
to  rank,  &c.,  referred      .... 
Nebinger,  George,  heirs  of.  (  See  Black,  Samuel.) 
Nelson,  T.  M.,  of  Va,  new  member,  was  qualified 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  ijplief  of  suflTerers 
by  the  late  war       ..... 
Nelson,   Hugh,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  his 

report  concerning  military  bounty  lands 
Neutral   Obligations,   a    Message  transmitting  a 

correspondence  on  the  subject  of    . 

Neutral  Relations,  a  Message  on  the  subject  of, 

referred  ....  -         - 

a  bill  to  preserve,  read  twice       .         .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

read  and  referred        ..... 

considered  and  concurred  in      -         .         - 

New  Hampshire,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of, 

presenting  a  map  of  said  State  * 

Newspapers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the  usual 

order  passed  for     -         -         •         -         - 

New    York   Canals,  Mr.   Brooks  preseiUed   the 

petition  of  the  Commissioner  of  The,  read 

and  referred 

Nichols,  Caleb,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed     - 
Niles,  Heiekiah.and  Jehu  Chandler,  the  Speak- 
er presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
!  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Gaston   presented  the  me- 
morial of  the   Legislature  of,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  act  authorizing  the  Suie 
of  Tennesse  to  issue  grants,  &.c.,  referred 
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,  Aorth  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  Mr.  Blount  pre- 

*  sentcd  sundry  resolutions  respectinir  the 
Jat      ..   *'°",^''""**^''^»'""'   ^«lween,  referred         . 
I  Northern  D.«trict  of  New  York,  a  bill  concern- 
J              mg  the^distnct  court  in,  read  twice 
J          ordered  tO  a  third  reading 

♦  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .'         '. 

•  iAotes  of  Banks    Hankora  a,^  r  >< 

•  woiiKh,  nannerg,  <Stc.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

>  ?^"*^   o'    M^iryland,   the   Committee  of 

;  Ways^and   Means  were  instructed  to  in- 

i  quire  into  the  expediency  of  repeahng  the 

;.-  act  laying  duties  on        -"         -         .         . 

O.     ♦ 
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on  motion   of  Mr.  Root,  the  Judiciary 
Commntec   were  inslracted  to   bring   m 
a  bill  ty  authorize  certain  persona  to  ad- 
minister .         .         .         .         _ 
a  bill  to  tiiat  effect,  read  twice    -  -  * 
read  a  thijd  time,  and  passed     - 
.        returned  «rom  the  Senate  with   amendment 

read  and  Agreed  to     - 
Obdlructions  ii^  the  Ohio  river,  on  motion  of  Mr' 
Harnso*i,  the  Committee  on    Roads  and 


Canals  |were    instructed    to 


inquire  into 


4J^luc 


i; 


the  eij;;?diency  of  providing   lor  the  re- 
moval o^        .         .         , 

ffficers,  on  mof.on  of  Mr.  .McKee,  sundry  reso- 

t  lutions  ^t  inquiry  concerning  useless,  were 

adopted  •         .  .         .  ,  .«=•«= 

uo,  an  adver.1.  report  of  the  petition  of  sLndry" 
j^  inhabita'jts  of  Lower  Sandusky  and  Mont- 

gomery .counties    lu    the    »tite  of,    was 
agreed  t?t         -  .  . 

piver,  Williamj  a  bill  fbr  relief  of;  twice  read    - 
ordered  to  ,»  third  reading 
read  a  thirj  time,  and  passed     - 
p>stead,  Lewi,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  direct- 
^         ing  the  f  scharge  of,  from  imprisonment 
,.,      read   twice,  and   ordered  to  a  third    reading 

•  read  a  thinj  time,  and  passed     -         . 
J;fdnance  Department,  Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before 
^,         the  Hou»u:  a  corres[)ondence  between  the 

•  Acting  S  jcrelary  of  War  and  himself,  on 
^          the  subje  t  of  the    - 

^rph.ns  and  W  dows,  of  persons  slain  in  private' 
:  and  publ^  armed  vessels,  a  bill  from  the 
(  .     Senate  tu  amend  and  explain  the  act  giv- 

,1    ing  pensions  to       -         .         .         _ 
.   Vead  twice  ind  referred      -         .         . 

:    .V  '"P*^''**^  wifeout  amendment      -         '. 
I    •  ;   -ordered  to  a j third  reading 
;■  ;;  -read  a  thirdjtime,  and  passed     -         '. 
,.  Utr,  James   a  bij^  for  relief  of.  iw.cc  read  - 
,      ;    ordered  to  a^  third  ^^A^^m^ 
\  w       ""'^  a  thirdUime,  and  passed     - 
l|w«Ui,  Abraham^a  bill  for  relief  of  the  widow 
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r    V     -  .T'^  !"'""<  children  of,  twice  read    - 
.:    ^,    ordered  to  a. third  reading 

>;   :read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
:  ^returned  fro*  the  Senate  with  amendment., 

A',    and  agreed  to  ....        ^^^ 

V  j  \  P. 

tPjlJrJ'^  Mr    re^.:ks  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend 
.    r  .       the  bill  copcerning  miliury  services 
:  :  ^peech  ol,  on'the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
:  \  f   sation  act  •     -  .  .         .         _ 

;  .  «n  his  motion,  to  amend  the  bUI  con^ning 
.^       neutral  reH»Uons    -..>** 
■  «*-♦  .       ;  ■  '         ■ 

-*  *.  > 
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Patent  Office.  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  presente.! 
the  petition  ol  the  keeper  of  the       . 

Patents,  Mr.    Darlington   presented  the  petition 
of  sundry    inhabitant,  of  Pennstwania 
praying  restrictions   on  the  issue  of.  re-' 
ferred    -         .         .         .  ' 

committee  discharged 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  'incor- 
porate the,  twice  read     - 
Paterson.  Daniel  T.     (See  Ro»,,  George.) 
Paulding.  John,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 

considered  and  concurred  in       - 
Pay  and    Emoluments  of   certain   Officers,  •  bill 
respecting  the,  read  twice        -  1 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         '. 
Pay  of  Officers  of  the  .\r.vy,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate  to  repeal  the  aecond  section  of  the 
act  concerning  the  .... 

read   twice  ....'* 

rMd  athird^time.  and  pawd     -* 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from    the   Senate  to  d.v.de 
the  State  of,  into  two  judicial  districU     . 
reaJ  twice,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment      -         '.         ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 
Pension  Agents,  a  l»|l  froA  the  Senate  to  appoin; 
additional        ....  n~«iii 

read  twice,  and   referred     -         .         .         ', 
rejHirted  without  amendment      -  '. 

ordered  to  a   third  reading  .  '.         [ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       - 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appointment" 

oi  the  standing  committee  on 
Pentbnd,  Hec.n-  dc  (Jo.,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary ot    the  Treasury  on    the   claim   of, 
together  with  a  petition,  referred     . 
I'ersons  imprisoned    at   the  suit  of   the    United 
States,  a  bill  lor  relief  of.  read  twice 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       - 
lersons  of  Color,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concern- 
ing the  transportation  of 
read  twice,  and   referred     -  .  .  * 

reported  without  amendment       - 
Peter,  George,  of  Maryland,  a  new  member,  was' 

qualihed 

Pickens    Mr.,  introduced  a   resolution  to  amend" 

the  Constitution     -         .         .         .  jse 

speech  of,  on   the  same        -  .  .      301    337 

remarks  of.  on  hi*  resolution  touching  a  cer-  ' 

tain  road  ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill    - 
Pickering,  'j-imothy.  of  Massachu.etU,  took  hi. 
seat        ..... 

remarks    of,  on    the   contested   eiecti'on    of 
Missouri  Delegates  -  .         .  . 

on  the  report  respecting  bounty  lands 
speech  oJ,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -     562 
remarks  of,  on   Mr.   Harrison's  mihtia  reso-  ' 
lution     ...... 

speech  of.  on  the  bill  concerning  internal  im- 
provement     ..... 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  "same"  inde- 
nnitely  ..... 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufTerers  by  the  late 
war        -         .         .         .         .  "^ 

Piper,  William    of  Pennsylvania,  took  hu  seat' 

ritkin,   riraothy.  of  Connecticut,  took  his  seal 

remark,  ot,  on   the  motion    to  suspend  the 
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Pitkin,  Timothy,  remark,  of— continued.  Page.  [ 

act  for  payment  for  property.  &c.    -         -     285 
on  the  CompenKation  bHl  -  -         -  .     713 

on  the  right  of  Indiana  to  cast  her  electoral 
▼ote       ...--.- 
Pittfburg,   Mr.   T.  Wilson,  presented  a  petition 
praying  the   establishment    of   a   district 
court  at,  referred     .  -         -  .  - 

Plaster  of  Paris,  a   motion   of   Mr.  King  on  the 

subject  of.  referred  to  the   Committee  on 

Foreign  Relations  .... 

Mr.    Bradbury  presented    a    petition   from 

Maine  on  the  same  subject     ... 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  trade  in,  read  twice  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment. 

read  and  agreed  to     - 

Pleasants,  James,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat 

speech   of,  on  the   Commercial  Intercourse 

bill 

Pope,  Nathaniel,  a   new  Delegate  from  Illinois, 
was  qualified  .  .  .  .  - 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  exclude  for. 
eigners  from  trading  with  the  Indians     - 
Portland,   on    Lake   Erie,    Mr.   Clarke,  of  New 
York,   presented    the    petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  western  part   of  New 
York,  prating  the  establishment  of  a  port 
of  entry  at     -----         - 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  conimillee  on   - 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 
read  twice       ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         ■-  .      . 

read  a  third  lime,  and  pawed      ... 
returned    from     the    Senate    with     amend- 
ments, and  agreed  to      -         -         -         - 

President's   House,   a  bill  to  provide  for  furniah- 
ing  the.  read  twice  .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  lime,  and   passed     ... 

Princes.  Anne.  .Maryland,  .Mr.  Goldsborough  sub- 
mitted a  resoltition  inquiring  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at 
Printing  of  Congress,  a  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate respecting  the  .... 
read  three  times,  and  pawed        ... 
Prisoners  of  War,  .1  bill  repealing  the  act  con- 
cerning, read  twice  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on    - 
Promotion  from  the  Ranks,  .Mr.  Archer  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  .Military 
Committee   concerning   bounty   lands  to 
soldiers  who  had  received         ... 
Properly  Lost,  Ac,  a  .Message  from  the   Pre«i- 
dent.  recommending  a  revision  of  the  act 
authorizing  payment  for,  referred     - 
report,  together  with   a   bill  to   amend  the 

act  referred  to,  twice  read,  Ac. 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed       ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
re^rred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  - 
■ad  committee  recommend  agreement 
to  which  the  House  consented    .  .         i 

papers  communicated  in  relation  to    * 
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Public  Accounts,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide for  the  prompt  settlement  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  -         -         -         -     801 

reported  with  amendments  ...     955 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1032 

recommitted 1034 

rep«irted  with  amendments  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  .....  1038 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .  1044 
the  Senate  agreed  to  the  amendments  with 

an  amendment  .....  1045 
in  which  the  House  concurred   -         .         -  10.53 

Public  Buildings,  estimate  of  expenses  of  repair- 
ing the,  Ac. 991 

a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  -         -   1033 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for  repairing, 

Ac,  read  twice  -  -  -  -  -  1038 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  .  1043 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1046 
returned  from  th^Senate  with  amendments  1056 
read  and  disagreed  to  ....    1065 

Public  Debt,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  redemption 

of  the,  twice  read   .....     478 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1032 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   1034 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1055 
read  and  disagreed  to  -         -  -  -   1057 

statements  in  explanation  of  the  -         •  1152 

Public  Documents,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing publication  of  the  tenth  volume  of, 
read  twice      ......   1038 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    1043 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Uble 1046 

taken  up  and  pa.ssed  .....  1054 

Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  -         •         .         -         -     233 
detailed  report  of  said  committee  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table 1056 

Public  Grounds  in  the  City  of  Washington,  a 
bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain,  read  twice       .         .  .  -     541 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -         -         -     950 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     956 

Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on        -----         -     232 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  quantity  of,  sold    ....     954 

Publication  of  the  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr.  John- 
son, the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the,  in  any  number  of  papers 
not  exceeding  six  in  each  State       -  -     933 

report  of  inexpediency        ....     991 

Purser,  and  Midshipmen,  a  bill  to  regulate  the 

pay  and  emoluments  of,  read  twice  -     933 


(Quarter  Sections,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  provi. 
ding  for  the  division  of  certain 
read   twice,  and  ordered  to   a  third  read- 
mi?         

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain,  read 
twice'    ....... 

Quorum,   interchange  of  messages   in   relation 

to  » 

/ 
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Randulpb,  Jolfn,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat 

speech  oli  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  act 

:     '        concerning  lost  property  -         -     289,  292 

on  Mr.  Pickens's  proposition  to  amend  the 

CoB«titiition 322,  329 

on  the  bil|  to  amend  the  act  paying  for  pro- 
perty Icit,  &.C 38fi 

remarks  cfl,  on  referring  the  charges  against 

Judge  I'oulmin  -  -  -  -  -  409 
on  the   cijntesled  election  of  tJie  Missouri 

Delegar^s 414,  418 

on  the  bilj  lor  subsistence  of  the  Army        -     460 
speech  of," on  Mr.  Pickeni's  resolution  con- 

ccrningj  a  certain  road  -  -  .  .  465 
on  the  Cotiipensation  bill  -  486,  705,  707,  713 
in  reply  tu  Mr.  Clay  -  -  -  -  .  498 
in  reply  t*  Mr.  Barbour  -  -  -  518,  520 
remarks  of,   on    Mr.  Taylor's    amendment 

to  Mr.  ({rrosvenur's  amendment  -  -  702 
speech  of.lon  the  btil  concerning  neutral  re- 
lations j-  -  M  -  -  -  -  730,  747 
in  reply  tc»Mr.  Clay  on  that  subject  -  -  743 
in  reply  tu  Mr.  Jackson  ....  705 
on  Mr.  Forsyth's  substitute  for  the  Com- 
J  mercial  intercourse  bill  •         -         -         -     801 

iwisom  of  Captives,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read 
•*  twice,  ai]d  referred  -        ■.  .         -     847 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -     937 
ordered  to  )i  third  reading  ...         -     938 
read  a  lhir,l  time,  and  passed     -         -         -     951 
le^ister  of  Ortjcers   of  the  Navy,  two  hundred 
^  ^      copies  tiftiie,  transmitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary 


*\ 

'4 

i; 

X: 


i 


i|e.^u 


t 


lation 
Mr. 


of  Jterchant   Seamen,  on  motion  of 
WiMc    the   Committee    of   Foreign 


to  inquire   into 


Affairs   were  instructed 
the  several  acts  for  the    - 
Ijjfflinquishmeni  of  Land  Bounty,  on  motion  of 
I  .Mr.  Ta}lor,  of  New   Vork,  the   Military 

*  Cominiti(;e    were    instructed    to    inquire 

into  the  ».xpediency  of  amending  the  act 
in  relatic-ii  to  ..... 

Mr.  Parris  "jubmitted  a  motion  on  the  same 

,  '  subject 

i^-mission  of  Duties,  a  bill  authorizing  to  grant, 
.  ,  to   certatu   persons  therein   named,  read 

;  r,        twice 

i\    read  a  thinf  tune,  and  pa^8ed      .         . 
di^moval  of  Laijv   Books,  Mr.  Wright  submitted 

•  '.I        a  resolul'on  for,  trom  the  present  Library 

*  j-        room  to  >;ome   room  more   convenient  to 
■  «  Congresd        .--... 

Henaut,  Philip,  «  bill  confirming  certain  lands  to 
•■  r  f       the  heirs  of,  read  twice  .... 
;fi(e*iner  and  HL-jtth,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition ot  -        .         .         . 
::K<^porter   to   th#-  8uprei;nc  Court,  on   motion  of 
^  Mr.  Taj  (or  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 

instrucltfU  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  a       .  .  -  . 

t(See  Ueiisions  of  the  Supreme  Court.) 
;venue,  report  and  estimates  of      - 
jvisal,  &c.,  appointment  of  the  standing  com 
■'  uiitlee  oM        -         .         .         .      '    . 

r59*''lu'ionary    War,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Dickens 


1019 


267 


367 


413 


745 
1053 


1 


li 


the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquue  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding tor  the  relief  of  reduced  officers  and 
soldiers  uf  the         -         -         .         .         . 


451 


991 


566 


337 


1160 


233 


413 


Page. 

Reynolds,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend 

the  Property  act 445 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compensation  act  488 
Reynoldsburgh,  Tennessee,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McLearr  a  committee  was  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening  a 
road  from,  to  intersect  the  .S'atchez  road  -  26C 
Ricaud,  John,  a  bill  directing  the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred      346 

reported  without  amendment  .'  -  .  362 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  366 
returne«J-frora  the  Senate  with  amendmenU  564 
read,  and  agreed  to  -  .  -  .  -  611 
Richaud,  John.  (See  Caze,Jamet.) 
Richmond,   Virginia,   .Mr.    Tyler    presented  the 

petition  of  merchants  of,  referred    -         .     953 

report  thereon 995 

Riding-masters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  Sec. 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  extending  the  bounty  to  the, 
of  the  Revolution  .  -  -  -  •-  443 
committee  discharged  ....  1034 
Rincndo,  Isidore,  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of 1018 

Road,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  mak- 
ing a,  from  the  Ohio  river,  twice  read      -     746 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on        .....         .     234 

report  of  said  committee    ....     934 

RoberUon,  Mr.,  of  Indiana,  remarks  of,  on  the 
resolution  to  alter  the  flag  of  the  United 

i^'ates 268 

on  the  bill  concerning  neutral  relations       .     755 
Robertson,    .Mr.,   of  Louisiana,    remarks    of  on 
the   motion   to  suspend    the    act  paying 
for  property  lost.  Sec.      ....     282 
introductory  of  a  resolution   respecting  the 

education  of  the  orphans  of  soldiers         -     362 
speech  of,\on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Property 

act  \        -         -         -         .      370,  378,  43 

remarks  of,  ^  referring  the  charges  agiinst 

Judge  TouJiuin  •  y 
on  .Mr.  Forsyth"s"6ink  resolution  .  ^  ^^  ^433 
speech  oi,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -  .  493 
on  the  bill  concerning  neutral  relations  -  736 
on  the  Commercial  Intercourse  bill  .  .  823 
on  the  bill  for  internal  improvement  -  .  862 
remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  Indians  to  vote  -  948 
Root,  Erastus,  of  .New  York,  took  his  seat  -  255 
remarks  of,  on    his  resolution  to  repeal  the 

carriage  duty 269 

on  .Mr.  Forsyth's  bank  resolution        -         -     435 
on  the  bill  for  subsistence  of  the  Army       -     460 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  neutral  re- 
lations         720,  763 

on  the  Internal  Improvement  bill         -         -     859 
Rose,  James  H.,  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of 1018 

Ross,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  his  seat  -     244 

remarks  of,  on   the  motion   to  suspend   the 

propt;rty  act 288 

speech  of,  on   Mr.  Pickens's  proposition  to 

•mend  the  Constitution  -         -         -     311 

remarks  of,  on  the  Vaccination  bill      -         -     364 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  property  act  -     377 

on  the  report  respecting  the  Commissioner 

of  Claims       ......     404 
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Ross,  John,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 

on  Mr.  Forsyth's  bank  resolution         -         -  4.32 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill    -         -  511 

on  the  Internal  Improvement  bill        -         .  910 

Ross,  George  T.,  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  a  bill 
from  the  t^enate,  in  addition  to  the  act  for 

relief  of 870 

read  twice           ......  §73 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  951 

RosF,  David,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of    .  1018 


Sabin,  FlaviH,  deceased,  a  bill  fri)m  the   Senate 
to  authorize  a  settlement  of  the  account 

of 7.56 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  766 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  843 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .  -  -    1037 

Salaries,  increase  of.     (See  Marietta.) 
Salines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Committee 
on    Public   Lands  were  instructed   to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 

leasing,  Ac.  the 337 

Sanderv,  C.  H.,  and  Manuel  Judah,  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of    -         -         .         -     407 
read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         .         .     700 
Savage,  Teaklo,  a  bill  authorizing  payment  of  a 

sum  of  money  to,  read  twice  -         -         -     962 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -         .    1054 

read  a  tiiird  time,  and  passed      ...    10,56 
Schenck,  Abraham  H.,  of  New  York,  took   his 

seat 231 

ott,  John,  a  new  Delegate  from  Missouri,  took 

his  seat 230 

a  petition  of  Kufus  Ea$ton,  complaining  of 
the  undue  election  of,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Election-;  -         -         -         -     244 
committee   report  that,  is  not  entitled  to  a 

seat 402 

remarks  of,  on  the  legality  of  his  election    -     418 
(Hee  Contested  EUctiun.)  "^ 

Sca-Letter  Vessels,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instructed   to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  registers  to 
be  issued  to    -         -         -         -         -         -     704 

Seamen,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  regula- 
tion and  government  of,  twice  read  -     746 
Seavey,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read      -         -         .         .         .         .     937 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .         -    1054 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         .   1056 

Sergeant,  John,    .Mr.  Hopkinson  asked   leave  of  ' 

absence  for,  during  the  remainder  of  the 

session  -         ^      .         -  .  .         .     265 

the  motion  reje«ed    ...         .if       .     266 

Settlers  on   the   Public  Lands,  the  Speaker  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of  the   Legislature  of 
Mississippi,  on  tho?subject  of,  referred     -     415 
on  motion  of  Mr.  He^iiolds,  the  Committee 
on   the   Public   LandsVvvere  instructed  to 
inquire,  concerning         ....     435 

.Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  oh  the 

same  subject  .---..     442 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  relating  to, 
twice  read      -  -  -  -  -  -     61 1 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1040 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...  1044 
14lh  Con.  2d  Sess — 45 
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Sharp,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Neutrality  bill 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  Indiana  to  vote  - 
Shawaneetown,  Illinois,  adverse  report  on    the 
petition  of  inhabitants  of         -  -         . 

ShefTey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  property 
act  --....'. 

remarks  of,  on  the  contested  election 
ppeech  of,  on  the  Commercial  Intercourse 
bill         ....... 

on  internal  improvement    .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  Indiana  to  vote  - 
Shipping  Interest,  Mr.  King   presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchanu  of  Maine,  con- 
cerning the,  of  the  United  States     - 
Short,  Peyton,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Shubrick.  Eliza  Matilda,  the  Naval  Committee 
discharged  from   the  petition  of,  and   re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     - 
Simpson.  John  W.,  adverse  report  on  petition  of 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the        --.... 

analysis  of  the  ---... 

Sixth   Circuit,  a  bill   from  the  Senate  providing 

for  additional  compensation    to  the  judge 

of  the 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -    1067 
Smith,  Thomai",  of  Pennsylvania,  took  his  seat   -     231 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  the  con- 
tested election         -         -         -         .         -     418 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  For- 
syth's Bank  resolution    ....     433 
speech  of,  on  neutral  relations    -         .      723,  738 
on  commercial  intercourse  .         -      783   839 

Smith,  Wriliam,  sr.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

committee  discharged  .... 

Smith,  W  illiam,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  directing 
the  discharge  of,  from  imprisonment 
read  twice  -•-... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Southard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  referring  the  case 

of  Judge  Toulmin 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  .      488,  582 
Spafford,  Edwin.     (See  liemitsion  of  Duties.) 
Spellman,  Oliver,  a  bill  directing  the  discharge 
of,  from  imprisonment  read  twice    . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Spindle,  John  C,  committee  discharged  from  the 
petition  of      .         -         -         -         -         . 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the 
Stewart,  Joseph,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Goldsborough,  the  Naval  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  passing  a  supplement  to  the  act  for  the 
benefit  ol        -         .         -         -         .         . 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to,  read  twice    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Subsistence  of  the  Army,  a  bill  making  partial 
appropriations  for  the,  read  tv^ice    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Sufferers  in  the  late  War,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

certain,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  711 
reported  with  amendmenU  ...  943 
laid  on  the  table         .....     953 
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J^nnmenj,  Joseph,  and  John  Allen,  a  bill  for  the 
•  »  3      relief  of,  ;-ead  twice         -         .         ..        - 

7  '  ordered  to  ^  third  readint?  -         -         -         . 

I     read  a  thint  time,  and  passed       .  .  . 

Kuiday   MaiU,  Mr.  Mills    presented   a   petition 


Page. 

540 
1040 

1044 


i 


against,  irom  .Massachusetta    -         -         -  418 

Mr.  Stearns  the  same,  from  V'irg^inia  -         -  418 

Mr.  V'oae,  of  New  Hampshire,  the  same     -  436 

1  Mr.  Champlin,  of  Connecticut,  the  same     -  436 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  the  same  -         -  472 

report  of  thi!  Postmaster  General  thereon    -  1045 
Irpeonsofihe  >'avy,  committee  discharged  from 

«  ■      the  petitij)n  of  the 1038 

Sftyeyor  for  nofthern  part  of  Mississippi,  a  bill 

}}      from  the  sSenate  for  the  appointment  of  a  1025 

•J     read  twice, "and  referred      ....  io26 
£  •  reported  with  nmendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

•  •'      third  reading 1033 

•  '■  read  a  thirtj  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1037 
Sir-eyor's  Distcict,  Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  rea- 

f  <      olution  t<i  establish  a       -         .         .         .  367 

X     agreed  to,  und  resolution  referred        -         -  443 

8|reden  and  N'ofway,  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  1073 
8\,.  I.ouij,  Mr.  Hcott  presented  resolutions  of  the 
t  j[     Legislature  of  Missouri  Territory,  pra)»ing 
J  /\   a  road  fum,  by  Arkansas,  to  Louisiana. 

.         referred 442 

Hi 

•■(■  j  T. 

Tfift,  Samuel,  a  fill  for  dischargee  of,  from  impris- 
.-i        onment,  fead  twice         .... 
5  "^  reported  wijhout  amendment      ... 
read  a  thiru4  time,  and  passed      ... 
T^Uimadge.  Mr.  I  of  Connecticut,  statement  of,  in 
f»;      relation  t^>  John  Paulding,  one  of  the  cap- 
:,         tors  of  .Mjtjor  Andre         .... 
T  ii4)el,  Eliza,  tl»e  IVaval  Committee  discharged. 
■| '        and  the  jj-etition  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of'the  Whole        .... 
T  ijt^  Magnua,  ^f  Virginia,  took  his  seat    . 
T  itham,  Willja^jo,  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
k:      Secretary  ofj^ar  to  purchase  the  papers 
and  charis  of,  read  .... 

jiul,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  remarks  of,  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  Property  act     - 
i  speech  of,  en  the  Compensation  bill    - 
1  jiylor,  John  WV,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  on 
V         nlteratior^of  the  national  flag 

remarks  of,  »jn  the  contested  election  - 
speech  of,  cw  the  Compensation  bill    . 
remarks  of,,  on  amending  the  Commercial 
Intercouriie  bill        ..... 
objections  of,  to  counting  the  Electoral  votes 
of  Indiana      -         -         -         .         .      945  947 
Taylor,  Commo(jore  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate granting  a  pension  to         -         -         . 
read  twice  j       -         -         -         -         .         . 
referred  to  the  Pension  Committee     - 
reported  wijh  amendments 
ordered  to  a|  third  reading - 
read  a  thirdUime,  and  passed  as  amended  . 
|i£tir,  .Mr.,  rei^iarks  of,  on  the  internal    im- 

provemei^t  bill 

fnnessee.  a  bill,  supplemenul  to  the  act   au- 
thorizing Ihe  State  of,  to  issue  grants,  6cc., 
read  twicf      ---.-. 
a  bill  from  vhe  Senate,  authorizing  the  State 
of,  to  issu^  grants,  Ac.  -         .         -         . 
read  twice  i       -         -         -         .         .         . 
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871 
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868 


766 
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Territories  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  further  to 
regulate  the,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  pamed      . 
Thomas,  Col.  James,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  -         .         .         .         .         .         . 

Thompson,  John,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  a   third  time,    and    indefinitely   post- 
poned     

Timber  for  Naval  purposes,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, making  reservation  of  lands  to  sup- 
ply, read  twice        -         -         .         .         . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pnssed  as  amended  - 
Tompkins,  Daniel   D.,  declared  Vice  President 

elect      

a  committee  appointed  to  inform  him  of  his 
election  ...... 

Tonnage  Duty,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradbury,  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  report  a  bill  concerning 
Toulmin,  Judge  Harry,  the   Speaker  laid  before 
the  House  certain  papers  transmitted  to 
him  by  Edwin  Lewis,  embracing  charges 
of  official  misconduct  against - 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from,  with 
depositions     ---... 
an  exculpatory  report         .... 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  discharged     . 
Townsend,  Sylvanus.     (See  Black,  Samuel.) 
Trading-Houses  among  the    Indian    Tribes,  on 
motion  of  .Mr.  Pope,  the   Committee   on 
Indian  Affairs  were  instructed   concern- 
ing          

a  bill,  further  to  continue  in   force  the  act 
establishinif  ...... 

read  three  times,  and  passed        ... 

Traffic  in  Negro  Slaves,  Mr.  Pickering  presented 

the  petition  of  the  Society  oi  Friends  on 

the  subject  of,  referred    .... 

Mr.  Hopkinson  also  presented  similar  peti- 
tions from  >cveral  societies      ... 
Transfer  of  Appropriations,   on    motion  of  .Mr. 
Calhoun,  the  Committee   of    Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed^ concerning' the    - 
}^T.  Lowndes  laid  before  Ahe  House  a  letter 
;  from   the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  subject  of  the  -         -         -         . 
Transfer  of  Claims  and  Bounty  Lands,  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Kerr  respecting   the  propriety  of 
authorizing  the,  was  rejected  -         -         . 
Transportation  of  the  .Mail,  the  Speaker  present- 
ed the  petition  of  sundry  persons  of  Marr- 
fand,  stage  owners,  &c.,  praying  that  the 
Postmaster  (ienrral   may   be    directed   to 
contract  with  them  lor  the,  referred 
Treasury,  War,  and   Navy  Departments,  a  bill 
supplemental  to  the  act  to  amend  the  act 
for  establishing  the,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Trumbull,  John,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
.-ite,  authoruing  the   President  to  employ, 
to  compose,  and   execute   certain  paint- 
ings        

twice  read,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
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Trumbull,  John — continued.  P»ge. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         .         .     762 
.Mr.  Ward  submitted  a  resolution,  to  author- 
ize .mother  painting        -         -         -         -  1041 
Tucker,   Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   the    Vaccination 

l>dl 364 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  property 

•ct  - 379 

Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  a  new   member,   was 

qualified         ---...     297 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill    -         .619 

in   reply  to  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Grosvenor,  649 

Tyson,  Maria  L.     (See  Black,  Samuel.)  ^ 

X  ^-   ■ 

Uach*rtered  Banking  Companies  in  the  District 
I       of  Columbia,  on   motion  of  .Mr.  'J'ucker, 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
j       bia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  prohibiting  by  law  the  estab- 
lishment of    245 

a  bill  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  notes 

of,  twice  read 345 

Unclaimed  Pensions,  a  bill  directing  the  transfer 

of,  read  twice  •         -         .         .  .   ]018 

Uniform  National   Currency,  appointment  of  a 

select  committee  on        -         -         .         -     234 
Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  twice  read ;}46 

V. 

Vaccination,  .Mr.  Condict  presented  the  petition 

of  the  agent  for,  referred         -         -         -     253 
a  bill  supplemenul  to  the  act  for  encourage- 
ment of,  read  twice         ....     266 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  .     362 

read  a  third  time        .         .         .         .         .     .'j64 

negatived  on  its  passage    ....     470 

Veto,  a  Message   containing  the  President's,  on 
the  hill  to  set  apart  certain  funds  for  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement        -         -   1060 
Villere,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      -   1023 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         .   1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...   10.37 
Villierg,  Jumonville  de,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice     ---....     344 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1036 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  ]037 
Vincennes,  a  bill  directing  the  sale  of  a  fraction 

of  land  in  the  district  of,  read  twice         -    1018 
Vine  and  Olive,   a   bill  from  the  Senate  to  en- 
courage the  cultivation  of  the,  read  twice   1019 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1039 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    1044 
Virginia  .Military  Land  WarrauU,  on  motion  of 
Mr.   H.    Nelson,   a    committee    was   ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  th*  expediency  of 
extending  the  time  for  locating,  <Scc.         .     373 
a  bill  extending  the  time  for  locating,  Ac, 

twice  read 415 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1O68 

W. 

Waggoner.  Charles,  liie  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  discharged  ....   1038 

Wallace,  James    ,M.,  of  ^Pennsylvania,  took  bis 

seal        ----'...     252 

Ward,   Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,   remarke    of,  on 

the  neutrality  bill 747 

Ware,  James,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  •     640 


Page* 

Washington   Canal  Company,  report  from  the 

President  and  Directors  of  the        -         -     801 
Ways  and  .Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of  -         .         .         .         .     232 

Webster,  .Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  in- 
quire into  the   decisions  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Claims    -         -         -        -         .     244 
on   Mr.   Forsyth's  resolution   on   the  same 

subject .     247 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Forsyth  ....  266 
on  his  motion  to  amend  Mr.  F.'s  resolutions  284 
on  referring  the  charge  against  Judge  Toul- 

rnin        -         -  -         .         .         -411 

on  the  contested  election   -         -         .         -     416 
Welch,  Ann,  the   Committee  of  the  Whole  re- 
ported  progress   on   the   petition  of,  ,and 
were  refused  leave  to  sit  again        .   '     -   1028 
Wells,  Mary,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  re^d         -     943 
ordered  to  u  third  reading  -         .       |.         .  1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  1037 
\N  ells,  Asa,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -         -     961 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       ,  -         .   1035 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       j^         -   1037 
Weighu  and  Measures,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on         -         -         -         .         .     234 
Mr.  Clayton  presented    a  petition   on    the 

subject  of 436 

Wendover,  .Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution 

respecting  the  national  flag     ...     268 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  .         .     666 
West   Point,  on   motion   of  Mr.   Langdon,   the 
Secretary   of   War  was  required   to  lay 
before  the  House   the  amount  of  annual 
expenditures  of  the  Military  Academy  at     716 
Wheeling,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Caldwell,  of  Ohio, 
the    Committee    on    Roads    and    Canals 
were  instructed  to  inquire   into  the  expe- 
diency   of  authorizing    the    President   to 
appoint  commissioners  to  locate  and  mark 
out  the  road  from  the  Ohio  river  opposite 
to,  through  the  State  of  Ohio  -         .     312 

Whittlesey,  Elisha,  Mr.    Clendennin   presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         .         .     745 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  .Militia,  on  motion  of 
.Mr.   H.  Nelson,    the   committee   on   the 
Militia  were  instructed    to    inquire    into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  for 

the 266 

on  motion   of  Mr.  Clendennin,  similar  in- 
structions were  given      -         -         .         .     413 
Widows  of  Soldiers  enhsted  for  five  years,  Mr. 

Edwards  made  a  motion  respecting  -     253 

Wilde,  .Mr.,  remarks  of,  on    the  report  in  the 

case  of  the  Commissioner  of  Claims       -     404 
on    referring    the   charges    against    Judge 

Toulmin        -         -         -         .         .         -411 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  property  act  -     439 

on    the    report    respecting  military  bounty 

lands     ---...'.     452 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -         -     598 
on  the   bill   concerning  commercial  inter- 
course     QIQ 

on  his  motion  to  discharge  the  committee 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  a  national  university  -  -  1063 
Wilkin,  James  W.,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat  231 
Williams,  Mr.,  of  North  Carohna,  remarks  of, 
on  his  resolutions  respecting  the  decis- 
ions of  R.  B.  Lee  -         -         -        .         .     251 
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"V,  lUiams,  Mr.,  rtrnarks  of — conliniifd. 
»,  k    on  his  report  on  the  same  -         -         -         - 
*•%     gp«ech  of,  dn  the  Compencstion  bill  - 
?    on  his  rcsolijtion  for  the  repeal  of  the  inter- 
nal dutier        -  .  ,       . 
[iliiams,  Nathc^niel,  a   bill  for  relief  of.  twice 

read       -j       

±    read  a  ihirdjtitnr,  and  passed      ... 

VJlilliams,  Ezekii'l.     (8ec  Remistion  vf  Dutitf.) 

Vlilliams,  CharUs,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

f     ordered  to  9  third  reading  -         .         •  . 

\    read  a  third!  time,  and  paf'sed       .         .         . 

A^illoughby,  Westell,  jr.,  of  New  York,  looj^  his 

i         seat        -j        -         -         -         - 
Wilson,  Williart,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  his  seat 
\    remarks  of,4on  the  Compensation  bill 
[ilson,  T.,  renjarks  of,  on  Mr.  Pickens's  reso- 
lution re|[»ecting  a  road 
speech  of,  0^1  the  internal  improvement  bill 
finchester,  Vii^inia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker, 
i         the    Conimittee    on    Koads    and    Canals 
*         were  iDs|ructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
i         diency  ofj  providing  for  a  turnpike  from, 
\         to  unite  yith  the  great  weHtern  turnpike 

at  the  fo<|t  of  the  Alleghany 
[ines  imported*  .Mr.  H.  Nelson  submitted  a  res- 
olution o^  the  subject  of,  which  the  House 
refused  ti  consider  .         .         -         - 

^'inter,  Elisha,J[a  bill  confirming  certain  lands 
10  the  herrs  of,  twice  read  ... 
on  motion  4f  Mr.  Atherton,  the  Clerk  was 
directed  |0  cause  the  warrant  of  conces- 
sion tn.  |.y  the  Spanish  Ciovernment,  to 
be  translated  .         .         .         .         . 

V  'oodward,  Mr,',  of  South  Carolina,  speech  of, 
on  the  Compensation  bill  -  - 
\|right,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  reference  of  a  me- 
morial   -? 

on  the  resojution  to  repeal  the  duty  on  car- 
riages    -!-..... 

speech  of,  pn  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
property  kct  ----.. 

on  Mr.  Picljpns's  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Con8titu|ion  --..-. 

on  the  bill  Jo  amend  the  Property  act     370, 


2.53 


102^ 


508 
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I 

I 


on  the  Coc^pensation  bill   ... 

on  the  bill  ioncerning  neutral  relations 

on   amendi^ig  the  Commercial  Intercourse 

bill         -; 

on  postponiig  indefinitely  the  bill  for  internal 

improveifienl 

ncey,  Mr.,  rf»inark«  of,  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  reso- 
lution  ri^ncirning  the   Commusioncr    of 
Claims  -'.-...       247, 
on  the  previsions  of  the  act  paying  for  prop, 
erty  lost '&c.                     .... 
on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  said  act 
speech  of,  rln  Mr.  Webster's  amendment  to 
that  motion 28**. 


Page.    Yancey,  Mr. — continued.  Page. 

406  retobrks  of,  on  the  bUI  to  amend  the  said  act    .374, 

612  437,440,444 

on  Mr.  Pickens's  resolution         ...     \qq 

067     Varnall,  John  G.,  a  bill  from  the  8enaie,  for  re. 

lief  of  the  ropresentativis  of     -     ^i  .         .    1025 

255  read  three  times,  and  passed       *      1  •         -   102G 

267     Yates,  J.  B.,  of  New  York,  took  hi*  seat     -         -     441 

speech  of,  on  Internal  Improvement  bill    689,891 

'J.')l     Young,  Nitnrod,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1018 

1035    Young.  Catharine,    committee   discharged    from 

10-37  the  petition  of         .         -         .         -         .    1038 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on    recommitting  the  report  of 
266  the  Committee  of  Election*     -         -         .     418 

231  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  bank  resolution         •         -     435 

4SS  on  amending  the  bill  to  amend  the  Property 

act 441,445 

468  on  the  Vaccination  bill       ....     479 

899  on  filling  the   blank   in   the  Compensation 

bill  with  $6 609 

on  filling  the  blank  with  •tilt)  -  -  .  63V 
on  filling  the  blank  with  $'.)  -  .  .  638 
/  on  filling  the  blank  with  .$8  .  -  -  691 
on  indefinite  postpoileinent  of  ihe  same  •  701 
on  amendment  of  Mr.  Grosvenor's  amend- 

roent  of  the  same    .....     702 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  amendment  to  Mr.  For- 
syth's amendment  of  the  same         -         .     705 
on  .Mr.  (irosvenor's  amendment  .         .     706 

on  Mr.  V\  ilde'j  motion  t  j  insert  $8  per  diem     708 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  -         -         .     714 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  to  em- 
ploy John  Trumbull        ....     762 
on  amending  the  Neutrality  bill  .         .     764 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  767 
on  amending  the  Navigation  bill  •  .  840 
on  indefinite  jKjslponementof  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  charter  of  certain  District  banks  K47 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning internal  improvement  .  .  932 
on  the  final  pa8«>age  ot  the  same  .  •  934 
on  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  sutlerers,  «Sci. 953 

on  considering  the  resolution  to  repeal  the 

internal  duties 964 

on  proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day         -     955 
on   laying  on  the  table  the  resolution  con- 
cerning internal  duties    -         -         .    987,  1015 
on  amending  the  same        ....   1016 
on  indefinite  postpoaeiueiit  of  the  same       -   1020 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  ad- 
mitting Mississippi  into  the  Union           -   102G 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  Internal  im- 
provement bill 1052 

1  on  the  final  passage  of  the  Plaster  of  Paris 

'  bill 1057 

250             on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning the  Di:itrict  Banks      -         -         -   1059 
278             on  the  Veto  Message           ....    i062 
280             on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Senate's 
amendments  tu  the  bill  concerning  neu- 
291  tral  relations 1067 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


A. 


Affidavits   and   Bail,  an   act  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  the  more  convenient  taking  of      -   1286 

.Mien  Duties,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  repayments  to 
be  made  of  certain  ....   1319 

Army  and  Militia,  an  act  making  additional  ap. 

propriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the   1323 

B. 
Bayou,  St.  John,  an  act  authorizing  vessels  de- 
parting from  the  town  of,  for  foreign  ports, 
to  clear  out  at  New  Orleans    .         .  1281 

C. 

Canadian  Volunteers,  an  act  to  amend  the  act 
granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay 
to  certain 1341 

Collectors,  an  act  concerning  the  compensation 

therein  mentioned  ....  1305 

Columbia  Turnpike,  an  act  to  authoriie  the  ex- 
tension of  the  1338 

Corominioner  of  Loans,   an  act  abolishing  the 

office  of,  &c. 1297 

Compensation,  an  act  to  repeal  the  act  changing 

the  mode  of  -         -     N  .         .         .         .   1278 

Creek  Indians,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain      -   1319 

Crimes  and  ofl'ences  committed  within  the  In- 
dian boundaries,  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of 1327 

D. 

Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  reports  of  the      ....  1315 

Deposite  of  Papers,  an  act  authorizing  the,  by 
Captains  with  the  Consuls  of  their  re- 
spective nations 1299 

Direct  Tax,  an  act  respecting  the  assessment  and 

collection  of  the 1338 

District  Court  in  the  Northern  District  of  New 

York,  an  act  respecting  the     -       ,.         .   1338 

District  Banks,  an  act  to  incorporate  certain      .   1328 

Dohrman,   A.   H.,  an   act  for  the  relief  of  the 

widow  and  children  of    .     '    .         -         .   1320 

Donation  Rights  to  Lands,  dec,  an  act  allowing 

further  time  for  entering  -         -         -   1337 

E. 

Epervier,  United  States  Brig,  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
officers  and  seamen  of  the  late         -         .   1307 


G 


•/\ 


Georgia,  an  act  authorizing"  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  to  the  State  of,  under  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  cession 
an  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  to  the  State  of,  fifteen 
per  cent,  upon  the  quota  of  direct  tax  as. 
sumed  and  paid  by  that  State 

Government,  an   act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of        •         -         -         .        . 

H. 

Holmes's  Hole,  Massachusetts,  an  act  for  erect- 
ing a  light-house  on  the  West  chop  of    • 


-  1296 


1308 
1287 

1296 


I. 


Imposts  and  Tonnage,  an  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
an  act  to  continue  in  force  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on     -         -         .         . 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate 

the  duties  on  . 

an  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  - 

Indian  Treaties,  an  act  making  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  cflTect  certain 

Indiana,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  State  of 

Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  concerning 

L. 

Laws  respecting  the  Public  Lands,  an  act  to  au- 
thorize a  new  edition  of  the  collection  of 
the 

Location  of  Lands  reserved  by  the  Treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Creek 
nation,  an  act  making  provision  for  the  - 

M. 

Madison,  James,  an  act  freeing  from  postage  all 
letters  and  packets  to  and  from 

Marine  Corps,  an  act  to  fix  the  peace  establish- 
ment of  the    --.... 

Military  Esublishment,  an  act  making  provision 
for  support  of  the   -         -         -         .         . 

Military  Services  during  the  late  war,  an  act  to 
amend  the  act  making  further  provision 
for . 

Mississippi  Territory,  an  act  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  the  western  part  of,  to  form  a  Con- 
stitution, &c. 

an  act  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial 
government  for  the  eastern  part  of  - 

Money  paid  into  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  directing 
the  disposition  of  - 
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N. 


Naval  Establishment,  an  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  concerning  the    -         -         .         . 

Navigation  of  the  United  States,  an  act  concern- 
ing the 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the     . 

Neutral  Relations  of  the  United  States,  an  act 
more  effectually  to  preserve  the 

O.     i 

Oaths,  an  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act 
to  authorize  certain  officers,  Ac,  to  ad- 
minister ...... 

Officers,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 

Opening  and  cutting  a  road  therein  mentioned, 
an  act  making  an  appropriation  for 

Orphans  and  Widows  of  persons  slain  in  the 
public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  an  act  to  amend  and  ex- 
plain the  act  giving  pensions  to      -         -  1312 
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Public  Acts  and  Resolutions. 


wen,  Abraham,  an  act  for  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of      -         ...         - 

^w^            P. 
xj  of  officer-f,  seamen,   and   marines,  in  the 
Navy,  an  act  to  repeal  the  second  section 
of  an  act  concerning  the 
.rsons  imprisoned  for  debt,  an  act  supplement- 
ary to  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
aster  of  Pari?,  an  act  to  regulate  the  trade  in 
«t  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish   cer- 
tain         

JSesident's  House,  an  act  to  provide  for  furnish- 
ing the 

isoners  of  War,  an  act  repealing  the  act  con- 

^  cerning  --.... 

I^operty  lost,  6cc.,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  au- 

I         thorizing  payment  for     - 

Jliblic  Accounts,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt 

'        settlement  of 

i«blic  Buildings,  an  act  making  further  provis- 
'm  ion  for  repairing,  &c.  -  .  .  . 
ly.blic  Debt,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption 

I        of  the 

J|.blic  Documents,  an  act  authorizing  a  sub- 
scription for  the  printing  of  the  tenth  vol- 
ume of  - 
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(.yjiartcr  Sections,  an  act  providing  for  the  divis- 
'*         ion  of,  &c 
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isom  of  American  Captives,  an   act  relating 

.      to  the 1285 

nf  mission  of  Duties,  (in  cases  mentioned,)  an 
act    giving  authority  to  the   Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the      -         -         .         .   1307 
^solution,  for  admitting  the  State  of  Indiana 

into  the  Union 1348 

^     to  employ  John  Trumbull  to  compose   and 

I        execute  certain  paintings         -         -         .   1348 

*     respecting  contracts  for  printing   for  Con- 

i        gress      .         -     ,    -         .         .         .         .   1348 

I 


Ross,  George  T.and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  an  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of 

S. 
Savage,  Teaklc,  and  others,  an  act  authorizing 

payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
Seavey,  -Nathaniel,  and  others,  an  act  authorizing 

payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to         -         - 
Settlers  on  the  Public  Lands,  an  act  to  continue 

in  force  an  act  in  relation  to  -         -         - 
Stewart,  Joseph,  and  others,  an  act  to  amend  the 

act    authorizing    payment    of   a    sum   of 

money  to        -         -         ...         . 
Subsistence  of  the  Army,  an  act  making  partial 

appropriations  for  the     -         .         .         . 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands,  in  the  northern 

part  of  Mississippi,   an   act   to  authorize 

the  appointment  of  a       -         .         .         . 

T. 

Taylor,  Commodore  Richard,  an  act  granting  a 
pension  to      -         -         ...         . 

Territories  of  the  United  State*,  an  act  further 
to  regulate  the       -         -         -         .         . 

Timber  for  Naval  purposes,  an  act  making  reser- 
vation of  certain  public  lands  to  supply   - 

Trading-Houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  an  act 
to  continue  in  force  the  act" establishing  - 

Treasury  Notes,  an  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any 
acts  now  in  force  as  authorizes  a  loan  of 
money,  or  the  issuing  of         -         - 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  an  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  further  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and 
regulation  of  the 

V. 

Vine  and  Olive,  an    act  to   set   apart  and   dis- 
pose of  certain   public  lands   for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  cultivation  of  the 
W. 

Washington,  an  act  authorizing  the  tale  of  cer 
tain  public  grounds  in  the  City  of  - 

Wells,  Asa,  an  act  for  the  relief  of    - 


Page. 
1279 

1321 
1320 
1340 

1279 

1278 

1314 

1280 
1300 
1281 
1303 

-  1321 
1336 


-  1313 


1280 
1320 


' 


3 


i 


